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Strange  news  c*' 
that  2,000  saloons  are  compelled  to  ^'^se  for  the 
want  of  patronage.  Who  says  it  does  not  pay  to 
preach  and  write  prohibition?  All  of  these  saloons 
going  out  of  business  means  something  for  good. 


300  more  in  the  same  city 
We  hope  to  see  the  day 
e  saloon  in  this  fair  State 
ne  in  Mt.  Morris,  and  we 
too   many  Christian 


But  there  are  perhaps  < 

that  should   do  likewise 

when  there  will  not  be  c 

of  Illinois.     There  are  n 

thank  God  for  it.    Thet 

people  here  to  permit  the  saloon  sentiment  to  get 

a  foothold. 

We  hear  but  little  of  the  Armenian  question  of 
late,  only  we  know  that  the  terrible  destruction  of 
life  is  still  going  on.  The  suffering  is  appalling, 
and  will  increase  during  the  winter  months.  Funds 
are  being  sent  to  these  unfortunate  people  as  fast 
as  they  can  be  raised,  but  it  will  require  weeks  to 
reach  some  of  the  localities  where  the  suffering  is 
the  greatest  Unfortunately  the  interest  in  Ar- 
menia has  been  interrupted  by  the  world-wide  ex- 
citement growing  out  of  the  trouble  now  pending 
between  the  United  States  and  England.  It  is 
lamentable,  indeed,  that  the  two  best  nations  of 
earth  should  act  so  indiscreet  as  to  cause  the  neg- 
lect of  so  important  a  matter  as  that  pertaining  to 
the  Armenian  difficulty.  If  ever  a  people  needed 
help,  these  Christians  of  Turkey  do.  Their  lives 
are  threatened  on  every  hand,  and  their  property  is 
being  destroyed.  Most  assuredly  should  the  na- 
tions of  earth  contrive  some  lawful  way  of  helping 
them. 

Last  week  mention  was  made  of  a  very  serious 
misunderstanding  between  the  United  States  and 
the  mother  country,  England,  which,  it  was  then 
feared,  might  possibly  lead  to  war.  It  is  unfortu- 
nate that  such  a  difficulty  should  have  occurred. 
It  startled  the  whole  world.  These  two  nattons, 
speaking  the  same  language,  related  to  each  other 
in  various  ways,  and  bound  to  each  other  by  com- 
mercial ties,  and  dependent  upon  each  other  are 
the  most  advanced  of  any  nations  of  earth,  and  tor 


war  to  occur  between  them  would  be  the  most  ap- 
palling event  of  the  century.  It  would  be  a  blot 
upon  civilization  and  Christianity,  requiring  genera- 
tions to  remove.  But  the  excitement  seems  to  be 
subsiding.  A  second  sober  thought  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic  is  having  a  good  effect,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  an  understanding  may  be  reached  that 
will  guarantee  peace  between  the  two  countries  for 
generations  to  come.  War  is  cruel.  It  is  brutal 
and  unbecoming  civilized  nations,  and  surely  such 
a  disgraceful  calamity  will  not  occur  between  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  those  of  England. 

We  admire  a  recent  editorial  in  the  New  York 
Independent,  called  out  by  the  trouble  between  this 
country  and  England.  We  would  that  the  press  of 
the  country  would  express  such  strong  sentiments 
in  support  of  pert=».  It  says:  "War?  No!  a  thou- 
sand times,  nol  God  forWJI  It  is  a  thought  too 
monstrous  to  be  seriously  entertained.  War  means 
slaughter,  frightful  slaughter.  It  meat,s  the  killing 
of  men  in  untold  numbers.  It  means  the  making 
of  widows  and  orphans  by  tlie  thousand  and  the 
breaking  up  families.  It  means  destruction  of 
property,  great  injury. to  commerce,  and  th«  wast- 
ing of  millions  of  treasure.  It  is  not  a  gay,  t  aval 
parade,  nor  a  grand  military"  review,  but  a  > I < ■  1  i I .  , 
ate,  vindictive  and  remcrseless  duel  to  the  death, 
The  greater  the  combatat.ta,  the  n'.cve  fierce  ami 
terrible  the  war.     War  with  England?     irnpossible. 

'   i:      "r  f-  ''  TW'  -        "        >r-    '.tf   ..I'       ''''i'-1 

one  race,  one  language  and  one  civilization.  OuT 
frequent  expressions  of  jealous  impatience  with  her 
only  prove  the  sincere  attachment  that  exists  at 
bofom.  War  with  England?  Far  be  it  from  us. 
War  with  the  United  States,  her  own  kin,  with 
whom  the  bonds  of  peace  have  so  long  remained 
unbroken?  England  cannot  tolerate  the  thought. 
It  ought  to  be  impossible.  We  are  too  far  ad- 
vanced in  Christian  civilization  to  think  of  war  as 
the  solution  of  our  difficulty.  We  have  a  difficulty; 
but  God  has  given  us  reason,  and  have  we  cultivat- 
ed reason  during  all  the  centuries  since  we  left  the 
shades  of  barbarism  to  dethrone  it  now  for  an  ap- 
peal to  the  sword?  Those  who  welcome  war,  talk 
like  fools;  those  who  grow  hilarious  over  the  pros- 
pect of  it  are  merry  with  insanity." 


Were  we  duly  authorized  to  make  another  be- 
atitude and  add  it  to  those  in  the  fifth  chapter  of 
Matthew,  it  would  be  this:  "Blessed  is  the  man 
who  has  to  work  for  a  living."  We  believe  that 
honest,  earnest  and  cheerful  toil  is  the  only  royal 
road  to  success  and  happiness.  In  nature  we  see 
everything  at  work.  Even  the  heavenly  bodies  have 
their  movements.  Every  particle  of  animal  and 
vegetable  matter  has  some  allotted  duties  to  per- 
form, and  for  man  to  spend  his  years  in  idleness, — 
without  a  fixed  purpose  or  object,— is  contrary  to 
all  we  know  concerning  the  laws  governing  phys- 
ical, mental  or  religious  forces.  Let  all  the  men, 
women  and  children  have  some  fixed  purpose,  how- 
ever insignificant,— and  be  urged  to  throw  their 
strength  into  it,  and  extract  happiness  therefrom. 
Woe  unto  the  person  who  has  no  aim  in  life!  Dale 
Owen  tells  the  story  of  a  man  made  unhappy  by 
his  well-to-do  circumstances.  His  father  left  him  a 
princely  fortune.  He  was  well  educated,  married 
happily  and  had  loving  children  growing  up  around 
him.  All  that  good  health,  leisure,  taste  and 
wealth  could  afford  were  at  his  command.  Seem- 
ingly he  knew  no  want.  He  was  Owen's  friend. 
Mr.  Owen  was  a  hard  working  man;  he  hardly 
knew  what  leisure  was.  But  he  was  induced  to 
spend  a  day  in  the  home  of  his  fortunate  friend,  in 


a  great  park.  The  day  seemed  perfect.  Finally 
he  said,  "  I  have  been  thinking  that,  if  I  ever  met  a 
man  who  had  nothing  to  desire,  you  must  be  he; 
are  you  not  completely  happy?  "  He  quickly  an- 
swered: "  Happy!  ah,  Mr.  Owen,  I  committed  one 
fatal  error  in  my  youth,  and  dearly  have  I  paid  for 
it!  I  started  in  life  without  an  object,  almost  with- 
out an  ambition.  I  said  to  myself,  '  I  have  all  that 
I  see  others  contending  for;  why  should  I  strug- 
gle?' I  knew  not  the  curse'that  lights  on  those 
who  have  never  to  struggle  for  anything.  I  ought 
to  have  created  for  myself  some  definite  pursuit,  no 
matter  what,  so  that  there  would  be  something  to 
labor  for  and  to  overcome.  Then  I  might  have 
been  happy."  Here  we  have  the  fate  of  idleness, 
though  surrounded  with  plenty.  Again  we  say, 
"  Blessed  is  the  man  who  has  to  work  for  a  living." - 

/"A  Woniikki-ul  Letter  "  is  the  title  of  a  circular; 
letter,  widely  circulated  in  this  country  by  the  Sab-  \ 
batarians,  it  is  to  be  presumed.     The  letter   is   said 
to    ha-     been   written   by   Jesus   Christ,    and    was 
found  under  a  great  stone  sixty-three  yea.     afb 
his  death.     It  was  discovered  by  a   little  girl   who, 
unaided,  turned  the  great  sto.      over  and  secured 
the  remarkable  document.     It  was  translated   from 
the  Hebrew  by  a  learned  Jew  and  now  finds  its  way 
to  the  world.     The  letter  starts  out  thus:   " 
■ver  worketh  011  the  Sabbath   day   shall   be 
I  command  you   to   go   to   church    and    keep   the 
!-'■'.'      1  1:1)     '■■■!■      •■!»!  1 .,, 

w,  ,  '<."  Some  people  are  just  about  credulous 
enjugh  to  believe  that  this  letter  is  genuine,  but 
it  is  a  forgery,  and  has  been  exposed  so  often 
that  it  seems  strange  that  any  one  could  be 
found  to  place  the  least  confidence  in  it.  The 
greater  sin,  however,  is  against  those  who  pub- 
lish and  circulate  it,  for  in  so  doing  they  bring 
themselves  under  the  condemnation  of  Rev.  22:  18, 
which  says:  "  For  I  testify  unto  every  man  that 
heareth  the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book,  if: 
any  man  shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  addi 
unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this  book."f 
The  design  of  the  forged  letter  is  to  add  to  the  revi 
elation  contained  in  the  New  Testament,  and  for 
that  reason  should  be  the  more  shunned.  It  is 
sufficient  for  the  faithful  to  regulate  their  lives  by 
the  Gospel,  and  not  resort  to  forged  communica- 
tions to  deceive  themselves  and  others.  This  is 
another  way  the  Sabbatarians  have  of  defending  a 
doctrine  that  is  absolutely  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
the  new  dispensation.  A  doctrine  that  has  to  de- 
pend upon  a  forged  letter  for  defense  is  in  a  de- 
plorable condition. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES   FROM  F0RE1QN  TRAVEL. 


[\o.  25 — Diary    of 


As; 


Jerusalem,  Nov.  q,  1&Q5. 
may  wish  to  know  what 


.ilyi 


:idents 


nnected 


ncluded 


are  some  of  the 

overland  trip  through  Palestine,  we  have  c< 
to  give  our  glimpses  of  it  as  we  note  them  down 
each  day  in  our  daily  journal,  and,  as  an  intro- 
duction, we  will  here  say  that  we  happened  on  a  bad 
time  for  taking  such  a  journey,  because  of  the  late 
Armenian  troubles  and  the  disturbed  condition  of 
the  country  on  account  of  local  wars  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  sections  through  which  we 
wished  to  travel.  At  this  time  there  has  been  a 
general  outbreak  between  the  Khurds  on  the  east 
of  Mt.  Hermon,  and  the  Druses  on  the  west 
side,  and  to  make  the  complication  still  worse,  the 
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several 
did  not 


[>f  sto- 
•obbed 


Druses  and  the  Metawles,  on  the  west  side  of  Her 
mon,  are  also  in  arms  against  each  other,  and  al- 
ready had  several  skirmishes  in  which 
were  killed  and  more  wounded.  This  we 
learn  until  we  reached  Damascus  and  had  01 
arations  made  for  the  journey.  All  kinds 
ries  were  told  us,-that  we  were  liable  to  be 
or  killed  and  that  it  was  not  at  all  safe  to  make  the 
trip  under  existing  circumstances.  Our  dragoman 
also  seemed  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  going,  and 
asked  us  if  wc  were  willing  to  take  the  risk.  We 
told  him  that  the  matter  was  in  his  hands,  and  if 
he  felt  that  it  was  safe  to  go  wc  would  follow.  We 
were  exceedingly  anxious  to  make  the  trip  and 
therefore  did  not  wish  to  be  disappointed.  It  was 
then  decided  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  take  the 
usual  route,  east  of  Mt.  Hermon.  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  trouble  and  danger  was  on  this  side  and 
north  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Therefore  we  arranged 
to  go  down  on  the  .west  side  and  strike  the  regu- 
lar route  at  Baniss  or  Ca;sarea  Philippi.  which 
requires  two  days  longer  than  on  the  east  side. 

Our  outfit  consisted  of  seventeen  horses  and 
mules,  eight  men,  including  the  dragoman,  cook, 
waiter  muleteer  and  servants.     And  as  a  matter  of 

t 

; 



:  !     '    '" » 

I>ei    two  were 

... 
or  a  party  i 

r  com! 

I  the  ish  to  mi 

.  i  lin  make  it  need  alt 


.     0U1 
.     :  0 

once  road 

betweer         Damasci  i  a  guard  in 

id   van  in  the 

middle,  and  single  file,  our  company  made  quite  a 
show;  and  as  we  had  fully  committed  ourselves 
into  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  we  had  no  fears,  so 
that  we  really  enjoyed  our  new  mode  of  travel. 
The  country  through  which  we  passed  was  seared 
by  the  long-continued  drought  and,  as  a  rule,  must 
be    very  sterile   under  the  most    favorable  condi- 


After  a  four  hours'  ride  we  halted  and  pitched 
night  at  Meiselun,  where  there 
In  about  thirty 
as  up,  carpeted, 
order  for  occu- 
in   diameter,    of 


beds 


•ith  beau 
esentablc 


ner,  taken  at  7  o'clock,  consisted  of  six  courses: 
soup  roast  mutton,  chicken,  potatoes,  custard  and 
fruits.  With  this  we  had  the  usual  spreads  and 
coffee,  tea  or  chocolate.  All  this  was  gotten  up 
as  nicely  and  as  palatable  as  in  a  first-class  hotel. 
After  our  evening  meal  we  seated  ourselves  at  our 
tent  doors  in  regular  Abrahamic  style,  talked  over 
the  events  of  the  day,  compared  our  notes  made, 
and  looked  at  and  listened  to  the  jabber  of  the 
natives,  who  turned  out  en  masse  to  see  the  Amer- 
icans, and  it  was  a  sight— we  mean  the  natives,— 
as  they  were  the  most  outlandish  and  poverty- 
stricken  looking  set  of  people  that  we  ever  beheld. 
Slouchy,  dirty,  half-dressed  women  crowded  around 
with  eatables  to  sell,  and  persisted  in  helping  our 
cook  to  prepare  our  meals  and  wash  the  dishes, 
etc.,  until  we  felt  like  rebelling.  But  as  we  had 
learned  to  eat  the  things  set  before  us  without 
asking  questions,  we  decided  to  take  things  pa- 
tiently and  trust  to  Providence  for  results. 

Second  Day;  Thursday,  Oct.  10. 
After  a  night  of  refreshing  sleep,  we  arose  from 
our  cots  with  grateful  hearts  to  our  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther for  his  protection  over  us,  and  after 
,.„,.  hastily  madej  the  servant's  bell  rang 
lls  that   In  1  ...iily.    which    coasted    of 

1   ,   butter,  j^'"   and   coffee,— 
ig  down  the  tents, 
,   ,  -       tding,  and  a  "hubbub"  it  was,  as 
ceedingly    loud,    boister- 
n.i    .xcitable  1  coplc,  so  that   it   takes   very 
ppenings  to  make  a  big  fu£s.     In  a  very 
our  belongings^v^ze  on  the  backs 
mules     id   donkey^  a>-.d  the  orders  were 
1    and  go  forward.'   Because  of  the  troubles 
ing  in  this   part   of  the  country,  and  the 
danger  of  i   by    robbers,   our  drago- 


toilet 
nform 


■:;   thejarJJie  for  a  rother  ^,ckv^  jf .  n- 

wer-        c'b«L" 
i/erv   roufrh.   and.  in    nlaces.    onlv    bridle       ,  .,        '       ,_*'.-"'  te 


tents  for  the 
a  Khan  and  a  small  village. 
lutes  after  stopping,;our  tent 
ade  and  everything  in  tri 
pancy.  The  tents  are  nine  feet  ir 
heavy  ducking  and  lined  on  the  in: 
tifully  decorated  cloth,  making  quit 
appearance  and  we  felt  at  home  in  our  new  quar- 
ters as  far  as  taste  and  comfort  were  concerned,  but 
there  was  not  much  of  a  protection  against  the 
midnight  robher  and  the  thievish-looking  natives 
that  crowded  around  us  on  our  landing.  We 
placed  our  cots  next  to  the  outside  and  in  the  mid- 
dle, our  luggage  and  wearing  apparel,  so  that  they 
could  not  be  taken  by  reaching  in  from  the  out- 
side, or  be  gotten  without  crawling  over  our  cots 
and  the  things  that  we  placed  along  the  outer  part 
of  our  house.  For  additional  safety  we  had  two 
guards  to  watch  the  camp  during  the  night.  The 
kitchen  and  dining  tents  were  of  the  same  size, 
and  were  also  up  and  ready  for  use.  Two  very 
important  men  of  the  company  were  our  cook 
named  "  Sugary"  and  the  table  servant,  "  George," 
and  to  the  credit  of "  Sugary  "  we  want  to  say  that  he 
is  a  first-class  cook.    Our  bill  of  fare  for  every  din- 


d        ft  '     •     since  leaving  the  diligence 

is  very  rough,  and,  in    places,   only    brid 
1  ;teep  and   full  of  rock*,  that  it  would  be 

very  unsafe  for  ordinary  horses.  But  these  Arab 
steeds  are  exceedingly  surefooted,  and  can  climb 
over  rocks  like  goats.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to 
let  them  go  and  they  will  pick  their  own  way  and 
carry  you  through  safely.  At  first  we  were  fearful 
of  being  pitched  headlong  over  the  rocks,  but  we 
soon  learned  to  trust  and  had  no  trouble. 

At  noon  we  stopped  two  hours  for  lunch  and 
rest  in  the  shadow  of  a  large  rock.  Our  lunch  was 
made  up  of  cold  meats,  chicken,  eggs  and  fruit. 
As  the  tents  are  not  pitched  at  noon,  we  had  no 
means  of  having  a  warm  meal,  but  we  were  well 
supplied  and  it  was  quite  good.  The  afternoon 
travel  was  through  a  very  rough  and  dangerous- 
looldng  country,  and  we  frequently  met  men, 
armed  and  savage-looking  but  were  not  molested 
by  any. 

In  this  part  of  the  world  the  people  all  live  in 
villages,  and  as  these  are  far  apart,  much  of  the 
territory  seems  to   be  uninhabited,   and  practically 


this  is  so.     Desolation   dt 
the  country. 

Early  in  the  afternoon 
at  Rasheya,  a  village  of  s 
catcd  on  a  terraced  hill 
chards  of  olives,  figs,  etc. 
good  shape,  and 
and   prepared  for 


icribes  the  condition  of 

we  halted  for  the  night 
•  me  three  thousand,  lo- 
and  surrounded  by  or- 
Soon  our  tents  .were  in 
■ve  entered 


th  great  pi 

rest,  as  over  six  hours  in  the 
saddle  brings  weariness  to  the  flesh,  to  those  un- 
accustomed to  horseback  riding.  In  a  short  time 
our  supper  bell  rang,  and  a  palatable  meal  awaited 
our  pleasure  in  the  dining  room.  After  a  hearty 
partaking  of  the  courses  there  prepared,  we  felt 
much  refreshed  and  had  the  pleasure  of  a  number 
of  callers  from  the  village.  Some  of  the  men  and 
boys   could   talk    fairly    good  English,  as   at  thi 


seem  to  be  in  better  circumstances  than  those  we 
met  the  night  before.  Here,  for  the  first  time; 
we  saw  samples  of  the  ancient  threshing  floors, 
which  are  generally  found  in  lots  of  eight,  ten  and 
more  together,  as  the  whole  country  around  come 
to  one  place  to  do  their  threshing.  This  is  done 
for  protection,  as  the  habits  of  the  people  remain 
unchanged  since  the  days  of  Joshua.  The  Philis- 
tines, or  similar  bands  of  marauders  still  infest 
these  mountainous  districts,  and  rob  the  laborers 
of  their  harvest,  if  opportunities  are  afforded.  By 
doing  the  threshing  alongside  -of  a  village  and  a 
number  being  together  at  the  same  time,  mutual 
protection  is  thus  afforded.  The  floors  are  some 
twenty  feet  square,  and  are  prepared  by  picking 
off  the  stones  and  leveling  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  The  grain  in  the  straw  is  thrown  on 
these  floors  and  then  threshed  by  dragging,  with 
a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  thresher  over  it,  made  in  the 
shape  of  the  old-fashioned  stone  sled,  except  that 
the  whole  bottom  is  flat  and  made  of  plank,  slightly 
turned  up  in  front.  The  plank  have  holes  made 
in  them,  on  the  under  side  an  inch  or  more  square, 
in  which  are  placed  stones  that  protrude  out  about 
an  inch.  This  makes  the  under  side  rough,  and 
as  it  is  dragged  over  and  over  the  grain,  the  wheat, 
etc.,  is  rubbed  out  and  the  straw  is  cut  into  quite 
short  pieces.  The  thresher  we  measured  at  this 
place  was  five  feet  lung  and  three  wide.  After  the 
threshing  is  done.  Hie  winnowing  commences.  We 
also  saw  them  doing  this.  In  this  case  a  good 
wind  was  blowing  and  the  winnowing  was  done 
by  pitching  the  grain  up  in  the  air,  when  the  chaff 
was  blown  away,  and  the  grain  would  fall  down  on 
the  heap.  This  process  was  continued  until  the 
grain  was  quite  clean  of  the  chaff.  The  pile  of 
grain  thus  cleaned  was  quite  large,  several  hundred 
bushels.     D  "-.en  slept 

by   ;lie  grain  that  it  might   not  be  stolen.     .A=  '■■-= 


watching,-.'  ''■       ,"  'inded   of  th     d 

f  the  prorjjfij  ■&_  .*^K^  they  told  David, 
saying,  Behold  the  Philistines'  fight  against  Keilah 
and  they  rob  the  threshing  floors." 

Third  Day  ;  Fritiu  1 
After  a  night  of  refreshing  sleep  we  were  out 
early,  and  at  7:  30.  started  on  our  way  southward. 
The  country  continues  to  be  hilly  and  rough,  but 
we  see  some  farming  done  and  many  yards  of  grapes, 
some  vines  full  of  large  bunches  of  luscious  grapes, 
very  good  and  tempting.  As  we  passed  a  small 
village  we  saw  a  large  number  of  men,  women  and 
children  all  dressed  in  their  best  garments.  At 
first  we  supposed  they  were  having  a  picnic,  but 
our  dragoman  told  us  that  it  was  a  wedding  party 
and  that  they  were  on  a  march  to  the  home  of  the 
bride.  The  thought  came  to  us  that  even  here,  in 
this  God-forsaken  and  poverty-stricken  land,  peo- 
ple persist  in  getting  married  and  having  a  general 
good  time.  How  strange!  Well,  as  we  said  be- 
fore, happiness  is  a  relative  experience,  and  we 
suppose  that  the  relatives,  comparatives  and  con- 
trasts are  found  here  as  well  as  anywhere  else. 

As  we  were  riding  down  a  steep  hill  and  ap- 
proaching a  sharp  curve  in  the  road  we  noticed, 
just  ahead  of  us,  a  man  running  across  this  curve 
and  up  the  other  side  to  a  large  rock.  The  sun 
was  very  hot,  and  as  we  passed  by,  the  man  was 
lying  down  in  the  shadow  of  this  rock,  resting  from 
the  heat  of  the  sun.  How  beautifully  this  little 
circumstance  illustrated  Isaiah's  description  of 
the  Christ:  "  He  shall  be  as  the  shadow  of  a  great 
rock  in  a  weary  land."  Also  the  cry  of  the  Psalm- 
ist: "From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto 
thee,  when  my  heart  is  overwhelmed:  lead  me  to 
the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I." 

The  shadow  of  a  rock  is  so  often  referred  to  in 
the  Bible  because,  in  many  places,  there  are  no 
trees  and  the  only  shadow  to  be  found  is  that  of 
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place  there  is  an  English  Mission,  and  the  natives  |  a  rock,  and,  surely,  Palestine  is  full  of  them 
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At   the   noonday   hour  we  came  to   a  beautiful 
fountain,  gushing  out  from  beneath  a  large  lime- 
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Here  we  ate  our  lunch  under 
rid,  after  the  usual  rest,  continued  our 


i 


stone  rock, 
berry  tree, 
journey. 

Here,  for  the  first  time,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing,  at  a  distance,  Mt.  Hermon,  of  Bible  fame, 
and  were  reminded  of  the  fact  that  we  were  ap- 
proaching ancient  historic  grounds. 

After  a  tiresome  ride  of  several  hours,  through 
narrow  valleys  and  steep,  rocky  hills  we  came  to  a 
small  village  called  Hasbeya,  at  the  foot  of  Her- 
mon. In  Josh.  11:  17  it  is  called  Baalgad,  where 
we  pitched  our  tents,  rejoicing  that  another  day 
of  travel  through  a  dangerous  land  was  passed  in 
safety.  At  this  place  flows  out  a  brook  of  water 
and  it  is  said  to  be  the  source  of  the  upper  Jordan. 
The  little  town  is  said  to  contain  5,000  inhabitants. 
Here  is  a  Protestant  community,  with  a  church  and 
school  of  the  American  Mission  and  also  a  British 
Syrian  Mission.  This  is  the  headquarters  of  the 
Druse  sect  and  its  founder,  Ed.  Darazi  is  said  to 
have  lived  here.  H.  b.  b 


•ESSAYS, 


A  NEW  YEAR'S  THOUQHT. 


Good  resolutions  are  the  flowers 
That   blossom  in  the  sunny  hours, 
And  smile  within  the  leafy  bowers, 
That  cheer  the  heart,  dispel  the  gloom, 
And  for  the  love  of  God  make  room. 
But  conversion  is  the  fruit 
That  springs  from  resolution's  root, 
Result  for  which  the  bloom  essayed, 
The  end  for  which  the  entrance  prayed, 
L  Fulfillment  of  the  promise  made. 


THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


"For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin; 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." — 
2  Cor.  5:  21, 

Nothing  short  of  absolute  holiness,  absolute  per- 
fection, absolute  righteousness  can  satisfy  God. 
God's  justice  is  as  wide  as  his  mercy,  and  to  stop 
short  of  a  perfect  state  of  holiness  is  to  stop 
under  the  hand  of  justice  and  not  under  the  hand 
of  mercy.  God  has  made  a  perfect  sacrifice  for 
sin,  has  provided  a  perfect  substitute  for  the  poor, 
imperfect  sinner,  and  to  stop  short  of  the  absolute 
in  perfection,  holiness,  righteousness  and  sanctifi- 
cation,  is  to  substitute  our  works,  or,  at  least,  a 
part  of  our  works,  for  God's  predestined  plan  for 
man's  eternal  redemption.  Whenever  obedience 
to  precept  or  ordinances  is  made  a  factor  in  the 
work  of  righteousness,  man  carries  away  part  of 
the  honor,  part  of  the  glory,  and  Christ  is  not  all 
in  all, — there  can  then  be  no  absolute  degree  of 
holiness,  and  God's  foreordained  plan  for  man's 
salvation  falls  to  the  ground,  covered  with  shame 
and  disgrace.  "  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes  than 
hold  evil,  and  canst  not  look  on  iniquity.' 


to  be- 
Hab. 
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Whenever  we  stop  short  of  Christ 
stitute,  we  stop  with  only  a  relative  degree  of  ho- 
liness, and  God  will  turn  his  eyes  away  from  us, 
declaring  that  he  never  knew  us. 

"  Follow  peace  with  all  men,  and  holiness,  with- 
out which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  Heb.  12: 
14.  Holiness  is  just  the  opposite  of  unholiness, 
just  the  opposite  of  uncleanness,  just  the  opposite 
of  sin,  and  no  man  can  see  God  with  sin  and  un- 
cleanness covering  him,  dwelling  in  him,  ruling 
him.  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 
see  God."  Matt.  5:  8.  We  must  be  willing  to  lay 
all  upon  the  altar;  no  provision  must  be  made  for 
the  flesh,  to  fulfill  its  lusts.  Rom.  13:  14.  A  com- 
plete, an  unconditional  surrender  is  required.    Not 


even  our  good  works,  not  even  our  obedience  can 
we  offer.  Self,  good  works,  obedience  to  ordinan- 
ces, all  surrendered  as  filthy  rags,  and  Christ  be- 
comes our  holiness.  We  see  God  and  live,  though 
continually  on  the  cross.  "We  live,  yet  we  live 
not,  for  the  life  which  we  live  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God  who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for 
us."     Gal.  2:  20. 

Let  there  be  absolute  holiness,  and  this  contin- 
ual strife  about  dress,  hair,  b.-ard,  tobacco  and 
kindred  questions  will  vanish  like  mist  before  the 
morning  sun.  We  are  needing  a  deeper  work  of 
consecration,  a  more  complete  surrender  to  Christ, 
and  legal  enactment  will  be  largely  swallowed  up 
in  Christian  sacrifice.  I  Cor.  8:  13.  Nothing  can 
enter  heaven  that  defileth,  that  worketh  abomina- 
tion, or  that  maketh  a  lie.  Rev.  21:  27.  All  sin 
defiles,  hence  without  holiness  we  cannot  enter 
heaven.  "  As  he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so 
be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation;  because 
it  is  written,  Be  ye  holy;  for  I  am  holy."  I  Pet.  I: 
IS,  16.  A  complete  surrender,  and  Christ  is  our 
holiness,  we  stand  without  sin,  without  unclean- 
ness, absolutely  holy  as  God  is  holy.  "  Be  ye 
therefore  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven  is  perfect."     Matt.  5:  48. 

Christ  here  commands  us,  in  substance,  to  be  as 
perfect  as  God.  The  word  perfect  does  not  admit 
of  comparison.  If  you  are  perfect  you  stand  with- 
out sin.  If  one  sin  is  found,  you  cannut  be  perfect. 
One  crook  in  a  stick,  be  it  ever  so  small,  makes  it 
a  crooked  stick.  One  sin,  one  blot,  one  failure, 
and  you  stand  condemned  in  the  pure  eyes  of  God. 
only  lacked  one  thing  of  be- 
9:  21.  It  was  barely  one 
ugh  to  make  him  lose  heav- 
ugh  to  make  him 
trust  his  blind  obedience  to  legal  ceremony.     There 


ing   perfect.     Matt, 
thing,  but  that  was  e 
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are  many  to-day,— yes,  not  a  few  of  our  dear  Breth- 
ren,—who,  like  that  rich  young  man,  have  kept  all 
the  commandments  from  their  youth  up  and  yet 
they  lack  one  thing  of  being  perfect.  Many  will, 
like  the  young  man,  turn  away  sorrowful,  when 
they  find  the  one  thing  that  keeps  them  from  being 
perfect.  Perhaps  they  turn  away  to  works  and  or- 
dinances which  can  never  make  perfect. 

The  one  thing  that  hindered  that  young  man  was 
his  money,— his  riches.     All  had  to  be  surrendered 
for  Christ;  else  Christ  could  not  b 
How   many  among   us   lack   the 
which  that   young   man  lacked? 
a  complete  surrender  of  the  world  and  its  folli 
How  many  of  t's  lack  a  complete  surrender  of 
works,  our  obedience?     All  surrendered  and  Ch 
stands  for  us  as  our  perfection. 

Christ  our  perfection  and  we  are  perfect 
"Thy  people  also  shall  be  all  righteous."  Isa.  60: 
21.  God  hath  made  Christ  to  stand  for  us,  our 
righteousness.  We  should  not  go  about  to  set  up 
our  own  righteousness,  but  accept  the  righteous- 
ness of  God  (Rom.  10:  3),  and  stand  justified. 

The  Lord  our  righteousness  and  we  are  abso- 
lutely holy,  perfect,  sanctified.  There  is  no  sin, 
no  uncleanness,  no  blot  if  we  let  Christ  become  our 
righteousness.  "  For  both  he  that  sanctifieth  and 
they  who  are  sanctified  are  all  of  one  "  Heb.  2:  11. 
Bridge-water,  Va. 


perfection, 
one  thing 
many  lack 


God. 


THE  END  AND  THE  BEGINNING. 


BY  A,  HUT 


-msun. 


The  1 


well  with  thy  husband?  is  it  well 
iswered,  It  is  well."— 2  Kings  4:  26. 

f  the  present  year  is  near,  and  as  it 
ends,  another  begins.  Hence  the  threefold  ques- 
tion at  the  head  of  this  article.  How  many  of  us, 
on  a  careful  review  of  our  life  during  the  last  year, 
can  say  as  this  Shunammite  woman:  "It  is  well"? 
table  time  to  balance  accounts,  to 
,  and  if  we  find  that  the  account 
will  not  even  up  for  the  past  year,  what  is  our 
prospect  for  the  new  year?  If  we  find  a  shortage 
in  the  work  of  the  present  year,  we  ought  to  set 
out  anew,  to  make  amends  during  the  incoming 
year,  so  that,  if  we  are  permitted  to  live  to  the  end 


thereof,  we  may  give  good  evidence  that  we  have 
improved  over  the  past,  and  be  able  to  say,  All  is 
well. 

The  case  cited  above   is  worthy  of  o 
consideration.    When   you   read  the  eig 
of  that  chapter,  you  will  see  that  the  wo: 
tioned  there  was  called  a 
look  at  some  of  the  featur. 


r   careful 
th   verse 
lan   men- 
great  woman."     Let  us 
of  her  greatness. 

1.  She  wished  to  do  some  worthy  deed  for  Elisha 
because  she  believed  him  to  be  a  worthy  man  "  a 
man  of  God." 

2.  She  docs  not  propose  to  act  rashly  in  the  case, 
but  confers  with  her  husband,  that  she  may  not 
only  have  his  approval,  but  his  co-operation  as  well. 

^  3.  In  her  preparation  for  the  comfort  of  the 
"man  of  God,"  she  does  not  propose  to  do  any- 
thing that  could,  in  any  sense,  be  considered  unnec- 
essary, or  extravagant.  A  "little  chamber,"  not  a 
palace,  and  in  the  furnishing,  there  was  no  vanity, 
ccs  of  furniture— a  bed,  a  table,  a 
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candlestick,  each  of  which 
comfort. 

4-  She   was  great  because  of  her  spirit  of 
mission,  in  the  midst  of  a 
well,"  when  her  child  wa 
embrace  of  death. 

5.  She  was  great  because  she  woul 
turned  away  from  her  people  for  all  the  honors  of 
the  king,  or  the  favors  of  the  captain  of  the  host. 
She  answered,  "  I  dwell  among  mine  own  people." 
Who  of  us  can,  on  a  review  of  our  life  during  the 
past  year,  say  that  we  have,  in  every  sense,  been 
true  to  our  own  convictions,  taking  God's  Word  as 
the  foundation  for  our  convictions?  If  we  have 
made  no  unnecessary  display  of  ourselves,  or  of 
what  we  are  stewards  over  here,  then  we  may  have 
some  kind  of  a  claim  upon  that  which  is  com- 
mendable. And  if  we  have  not  been  living  to  the 
glory  uf  God  the  past  year,  what  do  we  propose 
doing  during  the  new  year?  Will  we  go  on  in  that 
way  for  another  year?  Surely  not,  but  we  ought 
to  be  diligent  in  trying  to  make'  an  improvement 
over  our  former  life,  so  that,  should  we  be  called 
to  an  account,  we  shall  have  the  privilege  of  hear- 
ing the  Master  say,   "  It  is  enough,   friend,  go  up 


s  he  that  condemneth  not 
vhich  he  alloweth."  Rom. 
much  depending  upon  our 
iving,  for  us  to  be  indiffer- 


Paul  says,  "  Happy 
himself  in  that  thing 
14:  23.  There  is  too 
life  which  we  are  now 

ent  about  it.  Jesus  says,  "  He  that  is  not  with  me 
is  against  me;  and  he  that  gathereth  not  with  me 
scattereth  abroad."  Matt.  12:  30.  So  it  must  be 
apparent  to  every  one,  that  we  will  each  have  to 
ler  an  account  for  our  influence  over  others,  as 
as  for  ourselves.  The  wise  man  says,  "He 
that  walketh  with  wise  men  shall  be  wise." 

McPhentm,  Kans. 


OUR  HIGH  CALLING. 
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B.  F.  KlTTINGER, 

Belovfd  in  Christ : — 

Forever  blessed  be  the  grace  that  se- 
cures such  a  wondrous  relationship  as  Brotherhood 
in  Christ  Jesus!  We  do  not  half  appreciate  our 
high  calling,  and  the  privileges  and  obligations 
it  confers,  God  our  Father;  Jesus,  the  co-eternal 
Son,  our  brother;  the  Holy  Spirit  our  life,  our 
comforter,  the  dispenser  of  all  the  fulness  of  God 
to  believing  souls.  Oh  it  is  past  finding  out,  and 
yet  it  is  gloriously  true,  and  within  the  reach  of 
the  chief  of  sinners.  Just  think  what  we  would 
be,  and  what  we  could  do,  if  the  Holy  Ghost  had 
all  the  liberty  in  us  which  he  had  in  the  Godman. 
And  this  is  precisely  the  standard  which  is  to 
mould  and  develop  and  mature  the  life  of  every 
poor  sinner  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  No  matter 
how  devil-possessed  a  soul  may  be,  if  God  is  al- 
lowed to  enter  and  have  control,  it  becomes  a 
luminous,  symmetrical,  rejoicing  temple  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  We  do  not  know  what  a  Savior  we 
have,  and  consequently  do  not  realize  the  peace 
and  joy  which  is  the  heritage  of  the  child  of  God, 
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A  real  appropriation  of  the  fullness  of  life,  offered 
in  Christ  Jesus,  would  make  us  the  wonder  of  the 
world,  both  for  joy  and  self-sacrifice  in  behalf  of 
the  lost. 

The  indifference  and  inactivity  of  the  church 
in  relation  to  the  salvation  of  the  world  is  heart- 
breaking. How  few  we  meet  who'e  hearts  are  on 
fire  with  the  love  of  Christ,  constraining  them  to 
offer  up  time,  and  strength  of  body  and  soul,  and 
the  money  they  earn  in  the  sweat  of  their  face 
for  the  rescue  of  souls  from  the  thialdom  and 
doom  of  sin.  That  souls  are  worth  all  the  sac- 
rifice we  can  make  for  them,  is  demonstrated  by 
God  on  the  Cross.  See  2  Cor.  8:9,  and  Philpp. 
2:0,  7,  8.  God  was  not  extravagant  in  the  price 
He  paid  for  the  redemption  of  man.  I  Cor.  6:  20 
and  I  Pet.  1:18,  19.  Let  these  sublime  truths  in- 
spire you  with  burning  zeal  in  the  blessed  work 
of  winning  souls  to  Jesus. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  QOD  AND  OF  CHRIST. 


In  Three  Parts.-Port  Three. 

Though  the  thousand  years'  reign  of  Christ  and 
the  saints  on  earth  will  be  a  glorious  period,  and 
would  appear  good  enough,  were  it  to  continue 
through  all  eternity,  yet  God  has  still  some  better 
things  in  reserve  for  his  saints.  The  earth,  no 
doubt,  will  be  more  densely  populated  at  the  close 
of  the  Millennium  than  ever  before,  tor  there  will 
be  very  few  deaths,  if  any,  during  that  time.  But 
the  thousand  years  will  come  to  an  end,  and 
"Satan  shall  be  loosed  out  of  his  prison,  and 
shall  go  out  to  deceive  the  nations  which  are  in 
the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  Gog  and  Magog, 
to  gather  them  together  to  battle:  the  number  of 
whom  is  as  the  sand  of  the  sea.  And  they  went 
up  on  the  breadth  of  the  earth,  and  compassed 
the  camp  of  the  saints  about,  and  the  beloved 
city:  and  fire  came  down  from  God  out  of  heav- 
en, and  devoured  them.  And  the  devil  that 
deceived  them  was  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire 
and  brimstone,  where  the  beast  and  the  false  proph- 
et are,  and  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night  for 
ever  and  ever." 

The  beast  and  false  prophet  were  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire  one  thousand  years  before  the  devil; 
which  looks  as  if  they  were  worse  than  their 
master, —  not  where  they  were,  but  where  they  are. 
They  were  there  a  thousand  years  and  are  there 
yet. 

This  will  be  the  last  and  most  desperate  effort 
that  the  devil  has  ever  made.  He  will,  no  doubt, 
persuade  the  nations  to  rebel  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Christ  and  the  saints,  and,  they  having 
lived  during  all  this  time  without  temptation,  will 
undoubtedly  yield  very  readily  to  his  suggestions. 
God  means  to  try,  or  prove,  all  people,  in  order  to 
test  their  loyalty. 

Satan  will  succeed  wonderfully  well  in  deceiving 
the  nations,  but  will  make  an  entire  failure  in  the 
end.  When  the  saints  are  once  immortalized, 
Satan  can  have  no  power  over  them,  for  it  is  only 
through  our  mortal  natures  that  he  can  reach  us; 
hence  he  will  fail  in  overcoming  the  camp  of  the 
saints,  and  the  beloved  city;  but  fire  will  come 
down  from  heaven  and  devour  them,  that  is,  the 
nations. 

Here  those  who  hold  the  doctrine  of  annihilation 
say,  we  have  a  fulfillment  of.  the  prophecy  of 
Mai.  4:3,  "And  ye  shall  tread  down  the  wicked; 
for  they  shall  be  ashes  under  the  soles  of  your 
feet  in  the  day  that  I  shall  do  this,  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts."  But  now  follows  the  second  or  general 
resurrection.  We  will  quote  what  follows  this 
great  event:  "  And  I  saw  a  great  white  throne,  and 
him  that  sat  on  it,  from  whose  face  the  earth  and 
the  heaven  fled  away;  and  there  was  found  no  place 
for  them.  And  I  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great, 
stand  before  God;  and  the  books  were  opened: 
and  another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book 
of  life:  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those 
things  which  were  written  in  the  books,  according 


the  dead 


to  their  works.  And  the  sea  gave  up 
which  were  in  it;  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up 
the  dead  which  were  in  them:  and  they  were 
judged  every  man  according  to  their  works.  And 
death  and  hell  were  cast  into  the  lake  of  6re. 
This  is  the  second  death.  And  whosoever  was  not 
found  written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire." 

We  will  now  quote  from  2  Pet.  3,  where  we  will 
find  further  testimony  to  the  above:  "This  second 
epistle,  beloved,  I  now  write  unto  you;  in  both 
which  I  stir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remem- 
brance: That  ye  may  be  mindful  of  the  words 
which  were  spoken  before  by  the  holy  prophets, 
and  of  the  commandment  of  us  the  apostles  of  the 
Lord  and  Savior:  knowing  this  first,  that  there 
shall  come  in  the  last  days  scoffers,  walking  after 
their  own  lusts,  and  saying,  Where  is  the  promise 
of  his  coming?  for  since  the  fathers  fell  asleep, 
all  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning 
of  the  creation.  For  this  they  willingly  are  igno- 
rant of,  that  by  the  word  of  God  the  heavens 
were  of  old,  and  the  earth  standing  out  of  the 
water  and  in  the  water:  whereby  the  world  that 
then  was,  being  overflowed  with  water,  perished: 
but  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  which  are  now, 
by  the  same  word  are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto 
fire  against  the  day  of  judgment  and  perdition 
of  ungodly  men.  But,  beloved,  be  not  ignorant 
of  this  one  thing,  that  one  day  is  with  the  Lord 
as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as  one 
day.  The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  prom- 
ise, as  some  men  count  slackness;  but  is  longsuffer- 
ing  to  us-ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish, 
but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.  But  the 
day  of  the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night; 
in  the  which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a 
great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with 
fervent  heat,  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that 
are  therein  shall  be  burned  up.  Seeing  then  that 
all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner 
of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation 
and  godliness,  looking  for  and  hasting  unto  the 
coming  of  the  day  of  God,  wherein  the  heavens 
being  on  fire  shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  elements 
shall  melt  with  fervent  heat?  Nevertheless  we, 
according  to  his  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and 
a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness." 

I  have  quoted  largely  from  Peter,  because  he 
is  very  explicit  on  the  subject.  Some  say  the 
punishment  of  the  wicked  will  not  be  literal  fire, 
but  it  is  only  figurative  language.  If  they  prove 
that  the  flood  was  not  literal  water,  perhaps  they 
can  sustain  their  theory. 

The  skeptic  says,  "  Where  will  God  get  fire  enough 
to  destroy  this  earth?  "  I  suppose  he  could  create 
it  if  necessary;  but  it  is  near  at  hand.  There  is 
fire  enough  in  the  atmosphere  which  we  breathe, 
and  in  the  water  which  we  drink,  if  let  loose,  to 
put  this  planet  in  a  blaze  in  an  instant.  •  Separate 
the  oxygen  from  the  other  ingredients,  composing 
water  and  air,  and  this  earth  will  soon  be  on  fire.  No 
doubt  this  earth  will  be  a  luminous  body,  like  the 
sun,  while  it  is  undergoing  this  great  conflagration. 
The  ungodly  will  have  to  suffer  the  pangs  of  the 
second  death,  at  least,  while  the  earth  is  undergoing 
this  purifying  and  renewing  process.  But  Peter 
says,  "We,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for  a 
new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 
righteousness."  In  Isa.  65:  17  we  find  this  prom- 
ise, "  For,  behold,  I  create  new  heavens  and  a  new 
earth:  and  the  former  shall  not  be  remembered, 
nor  come  into  mind."  The  new  earth  will  so  far 
exceed  the  former  in  glory  and  beauty,  that  the 
former,  or  the  present,  will  no  more  come  into 
memory  because  of  its  inferiority. 

John,  like  Peter,  follows  his  description  of  the 
judgment  and  conflagration  of  this  earth  in  the 
language  following:  "  And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth:  for  the  first  heaven  and  the  first 
earth  were  passed  away;  and  there  was  no  more 
sea.  And  I  John  saw  the  holy  city,  new  Jerusalem 
com.ng  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  prepared 
as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  husband.  And  I  heard 
a  great  voice  out  of  heaven  saying,  Behold,  the 
tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  will  dwell 


with  them,  and  they  shall  be  his  people,  and  God 
himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  their  God.  And 
God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes; 
and  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow, 
nor  crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain: 
for  the  former  things  are  passed  away."  Rev.  21 
1,  2,  3,  4. 

I  hope  no  one  will  get  the  idea  that  God  will 
renew  the  third  heaven  where  he  resides.  That 
is  pure  and  holy  and  needs  no  renewing.  Though 
Satan  rebelled,  he  could  not  remain,  "but  was  cast 
out." 

In  Gen.  I:6f  7,  8,  we  read,  "And  God  said,  Let 
there  be  a  firmament  in  the  midst  of  the  waters, 
and  let  it  divide  the  waters  from  the  waters:  And 
God  made  the  firmament  and  divided  the  waters 
which  were  under  the  firmament  from  the  waters 
which  were  above  the  firmament:  and  it  was  so. 
And  God  called  the  firmament  Heaven."  Here 
we  see  that  the  atmosphere  which  forms  the  blue 
canopy  above  us,  is  called  heaven. 

Hence,  since  water  and  air  are  elements;  since 
they  will  be  melted  with  fervent  heat,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  create  a  new  heaven,  or  atmosphere, 
which  will  be  free  from  all  those  poisonous  gases, 
which  cause  so  much  sickness,  disease  and  death. 
In  the  new  earth  there  will  be  no  more  sea,  but 
the  whole  surface  of  the  earth  will  be  capable  of 
being  inhabited.  "  There  will  be  no  night  there," 
at  least  in  the  holy  city;  "  no  need  of  the  sun,  or  of 
the  moon  to  give  light,  but  the  Lord  God  and  the 
Lamb  will  be  the  light  thereof." 

We  need  no  more  wonder  what  gave  light  the 
first  three  days  of  creation,  before  there  was  a 
sun;  for  if  God,  who  is  the  great  source  of  light, 
will  be  the  light  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  he  could 
enlighten  the  world  before  there  was  a  sun. 

And  there  is  the  "  pure  river  of  water   of  life, 
clear  as  crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of 
God  and  of  the  Lamb.     In  the  midst  of  the  stre 
of  it,  and  on  either  side  of  the  river,  was  there  th 
tree  of  life,  which  bare  twelve  manner  of  fVuitsTan 
yielded  her  fruit  every  month:  and  the   leaves  o 
the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations." 
22:  1,  2. 

It  appears  that  there  are  still  nations  yet  to 
heal  on  the  new  earth.  "  Blessed  are  they  that 
do  his  commandments,  that  they  may  have 
to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  th 
gates  into  the  city.  For  without  are  dogs,  and 
sorcerers,  and  whoremongers,  and  adulterers,  and 
idolaters, »and  whosoever  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie." 
Rev.  22:  14,  15.  Christ  must  continue  to  reign  "till 
he  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  The  last 
enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  death.  For  he 
hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet.  But  when  he 
saith  all  things  are  put  under  him,  it  is  manifest 
that  he  is  excepted,  which  did  put  all  things  under 
him.  And  when  all  things  shall  be  subdued  unto 
him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be  subject 
unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  him,  that  God 
may  be  all  in  all."     I  Cor.  15:  25-28. 

Our  text  will  not  be  fully  completed,  or  the 
Lord's  Prayer  fully  answered,  until  Christ  has  com- 
pleted his  entire  work  of  redemption,  destroyed 
the  last  enemy  and  delivered  the  kingdom  to  the 
Father.  For  it  is  the  Son  addressing  the  Father, 
saying,  "  Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done 
in  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  Hence,  it  is  the  Fa- 
ther's kingdom. 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 

FREEMASONRY  IN  SMYRNA. 


BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

There  is  something,  I  am  afraid,  for  which  we 
have  not  given  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  suf- 
ficient credit,  and  that  is  her  condemnation  of 
Freemasonry  and  all  the  secret  societies  that  have 
sprung  up  during  the  latter  part  of  this  century. 
I  think  I  am  not  exaggerating  facts  when  I  state 
that  every  other  man  in  America  to-day  is  either 
a  Mason,  an  Odd  Fellow,  a  Knight  Templar, 
Knight  of  Pythias,  or  some  other  kind  of  secret 
Knight.    Besides,  there  is  no  secrecy  or   shame 
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(about  it,  for  a  certain  charm  hanging  tn  th»      . 
-hain  or  pinned  to  the  lapel  of  the  c0a,  ,     tV       h" 

,   the   whole    world   what  an  hor^l0 
[hings  "tn secret.'  '  lo  ao 

Not  so   in   countries   where  Romanism  and  the 
papacy  prevail  and  where  the  consciences  n7 
£re   under   the    power   of   an    illiberal     ",         " 
nenlightened    clergy.     Freemasons :    on   th     ""'' 
U  the  Atlantic,   are   not   known°^   £  tt  s  «* 

priel  halg  a^T'*  *  '  F~on,  the 
'rongly  condLn  d  i  ,  p.aciL  aH  '"h""  J*™"* 
ban  of  excommunica  io  tL  OH"  ""  "  "" 
hard  to  be  fo„„H    k  dges    even    are 

nam  to  De  found,  being  most  of  them  located  i„ 
dark,  narrow    imna„;,kl»  i  ,  'ocated  in 

reach    them  V  if  ""  Where  one  «n  only 

each   them   by  night,    after    much    groping    and 
Wing      A  man  found  out   to  be  a   Mason    at 

»..y  ut  me  usual  church  ceremonies    into 

XE^^sr  who  ^ b- 

we^w^-ofte^r^56"^0--'0"' 
Freemasonry  is  fortunately  extinct  in  Smyrna 
owing  to  a  lack  of  spirit  of  solidarity  among"  the' 
members  on  one  side,  and  the  impossibility  of  in- 
creasing the  membership  on  the   other  side     The 

S  "  l0dg?  WhiCh   flourished  in  our  time 

fifteen  years  age),  extst  no  more,  and  Freemasonry 
is  to-day  a  byword  for  all  that  is  dark,  ungodly 
perfidious,  "  earthly,  sensual  and  devilish  " 

The   only   thing  to   be  regretted  is  that  "  Free- 
mason    and  •'  Protestant "  are   now  here  synonym- 
ous terms  to  Turks,  Greeks  and  Catholics.     I  am 
frequently  called  by  urchins,  while  passing  through 
;  the   streets   of    Smyrna,.  "  Mahsonee,    Mahsonee" 
;   (mason)!     This   is    a    mild    form    of    persecution 
which  we  can  well  and  gladly  stand  for  Him  who 
experienced   worse   than    that.     When    the    Turks 
I  and     the     so-called   Christian   churches    here    will 
know    how    we    look    upon    secret    societies,    the 
urchins^  of  Smyrna  will   no   more   call    us  "  Mah- 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minnr. 


what     snai      T  Came  t0  JCSUS'  "**»  "  faster, 
rC     istl   .  "H  '°    mherit     eternal     life?     He 

aw"  ,l"n0   ',im'   What   is   written   "'    ^e 

'aw.'  how  readest  thou?    And  he  answering  said 

moar,  tdl  '^  "J"  L°rd  ih*  God  with  SiX 

heart,    and   with   all    thy   soul,   and    with    all    thv 

ha,    ,  j     ■  f  [Chnst]  said  unt0  hi">.  Thou 

hast  answered  right,  this  do,  and  thou  shall  live  " 
t-uKe  io:  25-28. 

"So  likewise  ye,  when  ye  shall  have  done  all 
those  things  which  are  commanded  you,  say  We 
are  unprofitable  servants:  we  have  done  that  which 
was  our  duty  to  do."  Luke  17:  ,0. 
ter'.1^'  U^h?r  the  conclusi°n  of  the  whole  mat- 
hs Li  3nd  keCp  his  commandments;  for 
this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man.  For  God  shall 
bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret 
thmg,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil." 
Iccl.  12:  13,  14, 

Mexico,  Ind. 
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->-THE  t  SUNDAY  i  SCHOOLS 


THE  BOY  JESUS.-Luke  : 


(£« 


'<  for  Jan.  12,  ,Sg6.) 


3.  He  enjoyed  the  service.  "The  child  Jesus  tar- 
..ed  behind  in  Jerusalem."  He  was  in  no  hurry  to 
get  away  from  the  place  of  worship.  Children 
large  and  small,  old  and  young,  are  often  too  anx- 
ious to  see  a  service  ended,  that  they  may  get  away 
where  they  may  feed  their  minds  upon  matters  less 
serious  than  those  of  religion.  Boys  and  girls 
hoi,  d  be  made  to  feel  that  it  is  never  a  bad  sign 
or  them  Io  enjoy  religious  services.  But  there  are 
two  sides  to  this  duty.  While  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
worshipers,  young  and  old,  to  try  to  be  interested 
in  and  enjoy  religious  services,  it  is,  on  the  other 
hand  the  duty  of  those  who  conduct  these  services 
to  endeavor  to  make  them  interesting  and  edifying 


A  FEW  SELECT  SCRIPTURES  FOR  THE  "OOSPEL 
MESSENGER." 

BY  SAMUEL  MURRAY. 

"What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him?  or  the  son 
of  man,  that  thou  visitest  him?  thou  madest  him  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels;  thou  crownedst  him  with  glory  and  honor, 
and  didst  set  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands."— Heb.  2: 6,  7. 

Friendly  reader,  did  you  ever  stop  to  think 
what  you  really  are?  Did  you  ever  get  the  idea 
that  you  are  a  part  of  God,  or  that  there  is  an 
element  of  divinity  in  you?  Remember  our  spirits 
came  from  God  and  must  return  to  him  and  give 
account  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body. 

"What?  know  ye  not,  that  your  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which 
ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your  own?  For  ye 
are  bought  with  a  price:  therefore  glorify  God  in 
your  body  and  in  your  spirit,  which  are  God's." 
1  Cor.  6:  19,  20. 

Jesus  said,  "  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life:  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  me." 
John  14:6. 

"  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ."     Gal.  3:  27. 

"  As  ye  have  therefore  received  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord,  so  walk  ye  in  him:  rooted  and  built  up  in 
him,  and  stablished  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been 
taught,  abounding  therein  with  thanksgiving." 
col.  2:6,  7. 

"  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled:  ye  believe  in 
God,  believe  also  in  me.  In  my  Father's  house 
are  many  mansions:  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have 
told  you.  1  g0  to  prepare  a  place  for  you."  John 
■4;  1,  2. 

"  And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  saying  unto 
""*■  Write,  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
L°rd  from  henceforth:  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
th«y  may  rest  from  their  labors;  and  their  works 
do  follow  them."     Rev.  14: 13. 


Time.— March  or  April,  A.  D.  9. 

PLACES.-Nazareth,  the  home  of  Jesus,  in  south- 
ern Galilee,  sixteen  miles  west  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee 
and  Jerusalem,  where  all  the  national  feasts  of  the 
Jews  were  held. 

Persons.— Joseph,  Mary,  jesus  and  the  doctors. 

Introductory.— Six  months  after  the  birth  of 
John  the  Baptist,  prophecy  of  which  we  studied  in 
last  lesson,  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem,  circum- 
stances surrounding  which  event  we  studied  in  our 
Christmas  lesson,  Dec.  22.  The  Holy  Child  was 
circumcised  the  eighth  day,  at  the  end  of  forty 
days  presented  to  the  Lord  at  the  temple,  when 
Simeon  blessed  the  Child  and  Anna  spoke  of  him 
as  the  Redeemer  of  Israel.  When  he  was  taken 
back  again  to  Bethlehem  he  was  visited  by  the  wise 
men  from  the  East,  and  then,  to  escape  the  wrath 
of  Herod,  Joseph  and  Mary  took  the  Child  by 
night  and  fled  into  Egypt.  After  the  death  of 
id  they  returned  to  Nazareth  where  they  dwelt 
till  the  time  of  this  lesson,  all  these  events  having 
covered  a  period  of  nearly  thirteen  years. 


I.   AT   THE    FEAST. 


The  pa 


•mple.  "  His  parents  went  to 
n  every  year  at  the  feast  of  the  passover." 
Xy  of  attendance  upon  the  services  of 
God's  house  should  be  practiced  by  every  Christian 
parent.  We  cannot  attach  too  much  importance  to 
the  matter  of  a  proper  example  set  before  our  chil- 
dren in  this  direction.  Though  Joseph  and  Mary 
lived  about  seventy  miles  from  Jerusalem,  during 
all  the  years  of  his  childhood  Jesus  observed  that 
not  one  of  these  passover  meetings  did  they  fail  to 
attend.  Fathers  and  mothers,  what  kind  of  an  ex- 
ample are  you  setting  before  your  children  in  this 
matter  of  regularly  attending  the  Sunday  school, 
the  preaching  service  and  the  prayer  meeting?  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  went  to  every  meeting.  Do  you  try 
to  do  as  much? 

2.  The  parents  and  child  went  together.     "  When  he 
was  twelve  years  old,  they  went   up  to  Jerusalem 
after  the  custom  of  the  feast."     The  spiritual  indi- 
viduality of  Jesus  was,  no  doubt,  clearly  discernible 
at  this  early  age.     He  felt  the  weight  of  religious 
duty  and  responsibility,  and  his  parents  recognizing 
this,  took  him  with  them  to  the  feast.     Do  parei 
ever  think  that  they  may  be  stepping  between  th 
child  and  his  conviction  of  duty  by  keeping  h 
away  from  religious  services?     We  are  too  slow 
the  spiritual  individuality  of  our  ch 
acting  with  reference  to  it.     It  is  n 
only  the  parents'  duty  to  attend  religious  servici 


II.    IN   THE   TEMPLE. 

1.  lie  sought  information.  "They  found  him  in 
the  temple,  sitling  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors,  both 
hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions."  He 
both  heard  (listened  to  what  was  said)  and  asked 
questions.  If  the  teacher  can  accomplish  these 
two  thmgs.-secure  the  attention  of  the  scholars 
and  awaken  in  them  a  disposition  to  ask  ques- 
tions—much will  be  done  toward  making  of  them 
well-informed  men  and  women.  The  boy  Jesus 
ted  to  learn,  and  hence  he  listened  and  ques- 
ed.  If  boys  and  girls  would  astonish  their  eld- 
ers by  their  ability  to  answer  questions,  let  them  be 
as  diligent  111  seeking  information  as  was  Jesus  in 
the  temple. 

2.  He  was  about  his  Fathers  business.  Duty  to 
parents,  duty  to  teachers,  duty  to  brothers,  sisters 
playmates,  all  these  should  be  diligently  taught 
our  children,  but  what  is  still  more  important  is 
duty  to  our  Heavenly  Father.  If  children  are'  as 
thoroughly  and  diligently  taught  their  duty  to  God 
as  they  ought  to  be,  it  will  be  comparatively  easy 
to  secure  their  observance  of  all  other  duties.  Let 
our  Father's  business  be  first  in  all  our  desires, 
study,  teaching,  learning,  prayers  and  efforts,  and 
other  "business  "  of  less  importance  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  take  care  of  itself.  O  it  is  grand  and 
noble  for  the  hearts  of  our  boys  and  girls  to  early 
burn  with  the  desire  to  be  about  their  Father's 
business! 

III.    AT   HOME. 

I.  He  was  dutiful  there.  Going  back  from  Jerusa- 
lem, he  returned  again  to  his  Nazareth  home  with 
Joseph  and  Mary  and  "was  subject  unto  them." 
His  Father  was  not  yet  ready  for  him  to  enter  up- 
on public  duties.  The  discipline  of  a  quiet,  humble 
home,  and  a  willing  submission  to  the  kindly  rule 
of  earthly  parents  was  necessary  to  his  further 
preparation  for  the  great  work  before  him.  Let 
our  boys  and  girls  be  not  too  impatient  to  get  from 
under  the  parental  roof.  The  lessons  they  have 
yet  to  learn  from  the  experiences  of  home  and  the 
advice  of  father  and  mother  may  be  of  far  greater 
importance  to  them  than  they  suppose. 

2.  He  grew  in  grace  there.  "He  increased  in  wis- 
dom .  .  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man."  Even 
at  home  is  a  good  place  for  boys  and  girls  to  get 
better.  While  there  are  a  great  many  other  places 
where  we  may  get  good  and  be  good  and  do  good, 
let  us  not  forget  that  one  of  the  most  important 
places  of  duty  and  privilege  is  home.  Parents,  are 
your  homes,  after  all,  places  where  your  children 
may   increase    in   wisdom    and    favor    with    God? 


you 


all 


you    can 
iked   the 


but  they  should  encourage  their  children  to  go 
them.  To  keep  a  child  away  from  God's  house 
and  thus  prevent  him  from  doing  what  he  feels  tc 
be  his  duty,  is  to  cripple  his  moral  strength,  b 
..jiYib  his  spiritual  sensibility 
ing  against  God. 


home?  Have  you  asked  the  Lord  to  help  you? 
Has  he  helped  you?  Are  you  continuing  your 
prayers  and  efforts?  Do  you  believe  the  Lord  has 
yet  much  blessing  in  store  for  your  home  and 
ausehold?     "Ask  and  ye  shall  receive." 

James  M.  Neff. 
h'luf.hdc,  Ala. 


nd  to  be 


nd  fight- 


"Our  Heavenly  Father  knows  what  we  are,  and 
lere  we  are,  and  he  can  increase  our  strength 
cording  to  our  days  to  any  assignable  degree, 
e  do  not  want  shoes  of  brass  and  iron  while  we 
ilk  upon  the  smooth  carpet;  but  should  the 
road  become  very  rough  and  thorny,  these  shoes 
are  always  at  hand,  and  if  we  ask  for  them  we 
shall  have  them.  ■  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  prom- 
ised, who  also  w;"  Jr. ;»  '  " 
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A  NEW  LEAF. 

[Possibly  you  are  not  all  quite  satisfied  with  your  record  for 
the  last  year.  Perhaps  with  some  Ihe  serious  thoughts  that 
the  new  year  fitly  brings  have  been  sad  and  remorseful  ones. 
If  so,  we  commend  [his  little  sermon  in  verse;] 

He  came  to  my  desk  with  a  quivering  lip,— 
The  lesson  was  done, — 
"  Dear  teacher,  I  want  a  new  leaf,"  he  said; 
"  I  have  spoiled  this  one." 
In  place  of  the  leaf  so  stained  and  blotted 
1  gave  him  a  new  one  all  unspotted, 

Anil  into  his  sad  eyes  smiled, — 
"  Do  better,  now,  my  child." 

1  went  to  the  throne  wilii  a  quivering  soul,— 
The  old  year  was  done  — 
'•  Dear  Father,  hast  Ihou  a  new  leaf  for  me? 
I  have  spoiled  this  one." 
He  took  the  old  leaf,  stained  and  blotted, 
And  gave  rae  a  new  one  all  unspotted, 

And  into  my  sad  heart  smiled, — 
"  Do  better  now,  my  child." 


most  fifty  Jewish  girls  mingle  their  voices  with 
ours  in  singing  songs  of  praise  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  every  Monday  evening  at  the  close  of  the 
hour  of  industrial  work.  "  For  as  ye  in  times  past 
have  not  believed  God,  yet  have  now  obtained  mer- 
throttgh  their  unbelief:  Even  so  have  these  also 
now  not  believed  that  through  your  mercy  they  al- 
ay  obtain  mercv."  "  God  is  able  to  graft  them 
'ain."  "  If  God  spared  not  the  natural  branch- 
es, take  heed  lest  he  spare  not  thee."  Paul  had  a 
warm  heart  for  his  brother  Jew.  What  is  the  meas- 
ure of  our  love  for  "  God's  people  "  Israel? 

"  I  like  that  preacher  because  he  preaches  that 
we  can  understand  him,"  was  the  comment  of  one 
of  our  children  upon  a  recent  sermon.  To  the 
thoughtful  one  who  has  marked  the  simplicity  of 
language  used  by  that  Great  Preacher  and  Teacher, 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  speak  of  the  importance 
of  presenting  Gospel  truths  to  the  easy  compre- 
hension of  the  young,  but  the  tendency  is  lo  talk 
"  over  the  heads  "  of  the  children  and  even  of  the 
masses  of  the  people.  So  far  as  we  fail  to  use 
language  that  may  be  understood,  we  fail  to  reach 
the  hearer.  Let  us  try  to  reach  the  common  peo- 
ple and  the  rising  generation  of  children! 


:of  ( 


girls 


This  evening  o: 
ingly  that  we  come  again  wi 
to  her  mamma.  Granting  h 
with  a  happy  heart.  Yerily 
lead  them." 


asked  most  plead- 
our  Bibles  to  read 
request  she  left  us 
a   little  child  shall 


"  I  want  to  be  a  good  Sunday  school  teacher"  is 
the  desire  expressed  by  one  of  our  correspondents. 
When  we  think  of  the  abstract,  superficial  teach- 
ing that  we  ourselves  have  done  in  the  past,  and 
of  the  poor  teaching  that  is  done  now,  in  many  of 
our  Sunday  schools,  we  give  a  sigh  of  regret.  Let 
us  wake  up  to  the  fullest  sense  of  our  privileges 
and  responsibility.  Yes,  we  should  look  upon  Sun- 
day school  teaching  as  a  grand,  happy  privilege. 
Three  elements  should  enter  into  the  life  of  every 
Sunday  school  teacher,  that  of  living  an  exemplary 
life,  studying  God's  Word,  and  having  a  love  for 
souls.  It  is  said  that  God  uses  the  life  of  the 
teacher  as  the  thin  edge  of  the  wedge,  himself  be- 
ing its  greater  end.  Thus  he  finds  admission  into 
the  hearts  of  our  boys  and  girls  through  the  life  of 
the  Sunday  school  teacher.  Truly,  he  teaches  best 
who  lives  best.  As  the  stream  cannot  rise  above 
its  source,  neither  can  our  efficiency  in  teaching 
spiritual  truths  rise  higher  than  the  plane  of  our 
own  lives. 


FROM  THE  CHICAGO  WORK. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

Some  one  has  said  that  selfishness  is  the  taproot 
of  every  sin.  Yes,  the  world  is  perishing  to-day 
for  the  want  of  lives,  filled  with  the  self-sacrificing 
love  that  characterized  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
many  precious  souls  will  be  forever  lost,  unless  we, 
who  bear  the  name  of  Christ,  manifest  in  our  lives 
a  willingness  to  dethrone,  ignore  and  forget  self. 
Is  there  one  of  our  readers,  who,  this  day,  will  be- 
gin to  show  to  the  world  what  an  uns 
accomplish  for  those  who  see  its  mai 
feel  its  power  from  day  to  day? 
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Among  the  happiest  children  we  have  seen  are 
two  little  girls  who  each  carried  home  with  them 
this  evening,  a  pieced  quilt,  the  work  of  their  own 
hands.  They  are  "filled  up,"  too,  ready  for  the 
lining.  We  desire  that  our  girls  acquire  habits  of 
industry  as  well  as  good  morals,  that  they  may  be 
as  the  virtuous  woman  "  who  looketh  well  to  her 
household,  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of  idleness." 

"I  say  then,  Hath  God  cast  away  his  people? 
God  forbid.  For  I  also  am  an  Israelite,  of  the 
seed  of  Abraham,  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin."    Al- 


To   teach   successfully. 
Word.     He   puts  no   prem 

an  e.  Jesus  himself  "  inc  eased  in  wisdom."  We 
must  also  love  our  pupils  to  teach  successfully. 
One  may  have  limited  opportunities,  but  all  may 
have  that  tender,  compassionate  love.  All  about  us 
are  lives  of  children  and  older  persons  which  seem 
unattractive,  but  they  need  only  the  touch  of  a 
loving  heart  and  hand  to  bring  out  in  them  the 
spiritual  beauty  hidden  within. 

"  May  every  soul  that  touches  mine, 
Be  it  the  slightest  contact,  get  therefrom  some  good. 
Some  little  grace,  one  kindly  thought, 
One  aspiration  yet  unfelt.  one  bit  of  courage 
For  the  darkening  sky,  one  gleam  of  faith. 
To  brave  the  thickening  ills  of  life; 

One  glimpse  of  brighter  skies  beyond  the  gathering  mists: 
To  make  this  life  worth  while 
And  heaven  a  surer  heritage! " 

iSj  Hastings  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


n  that  it  is  not  true  in  the  simple  statement 
as  set  forth. 

That  we  will  finally  get  to  just  where  we  belong, 
and  where  we  have  fitted  ourselves  for.  is  un- 
doubtedly true,  indeed  anything  different  would 
be  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  infinite  justice, 
even  when  tempered  with  mercy.  In  the  Bible 
story  the  worker  in  the  vineyard  received  the 
same  amount  for  a  brief  day's  work  that  the  others 
did  who  worked  all  day  long.  It  shows  clearly 
that  not  the  amount  of  work  that  we  do  deter- 
mines the  reward,  but  that  the  spirit  in  which  it  is 
done  is  the  angle  from  which  the  Judge  views  the 
matter. 

We  are  very  apt  to  regard  the  man  or  woman 
who  does  a  great  thing  in  the  world,  or  a  series 
of  great  things,  as  being  entitled  to  an  ade- 
quate reward,  or  as  the  phrase  goes  as  earning  ad- 
ditional stars  in  the  final  crown  of  glory.  I  do  not 
know  that  this  is  not  the  result,  for  I  am  no  man's 
judge,  but  I  feel  sure  that  the  idea  back  of  the 
usual  form  of  expression  is  wholly  wrong. 

It  is  unquestionably  true  that  God  judges  us  by 
our  motives  of  action,  and  not  by  the  result  we 
accomplish.  Here  is  a  man  with  a  large  fruit  farm. 
For  some  reason  he  decides  to  give  away  the  whole 
crop  to  some  charitable  end,  and  the  word  is  sent 
out  that  all  that  he  gets  for  all  that  he  sells  will  be 
given  to  the  poor  in  the  form  and  in  the  manner 
he  indicates,  all  of  which  is  carried  out  to  the  let- 
ter. If  his  motive  is  an  advertisement  of  his  wares 
what  moral  value  at  all  has  his  deed?  On  the  oth- 
er hand  there  is  an  old  woman  who  has  worn  her- 
self out  in  running  over  the  hills  to  gather  a  hand- 
ful of  wild  strawberries  for  a  sick  child  in  whom 
she  has  no  personal  interest  whatever,  and  never 
giving  the  act  a  moment's  thought,  as  she  has  * 
been  doing  that  all  her  life,  because  it  seemed 
right.  Now  in  the  eyes  oi  God  which  is  the  great- 
er, the  handful  of  berries,  or  the  thousand  bushels 
of' fruit? 

A  careful  analysis  of  the  two  cases  will  show 
that  in  the  end  the  one  that  was  actuated-by 
highest  principle  back  of  it  is  the  one  which  will 
receive  the  greater  value  in  the  eyes  of  an  impar- 
tial and  all-knowing  judge.  I  believe  that  to  do 
that  which  seems  right  in  our  eyes  for  the  sake  of 
the  possible  reward  in  the  case  is  a  selfish  and  un- 
worthy motive,  but  to  do  right  simply  because  it 
is  right,  without  a  thought  as  to  the  personal  value 
accruing,  and  because  it  is  God's  will  that  the  best 
should  be  done,  is  a  better  view  to  take. 

This  article  may  meet  the  eye  of  those  who  have 
earnestly  tried  to  do  right  and  the  result  was  a 
greater  snarl  of  the  web  than  before.  All  things 
seem  to  have  gone  wrong  despite  our  best  efforts 
at  straightening  them  out,  and  we  are  apt  to  regard 
ourselves  as  failures,  but  it  is  a  blessed  thought 
that  God  is  allwise  and  that  he  will  deal  with  us 
as  we  meant.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  if  we 
know  hereafter  as  we  know  here,  we  will  see  that 
those  who  fought  it  out  silently  and  uncomplain- 
ingly in  the  midst  of  adverse  surroundings  will 
reach  a  higher  plane  than  he  who  has  gathered  the 
world's  laurels  in  all  men's  view. 
Lewisburgh,  Pa. 


OUR  PLACE  IN  THE  FUTURE. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

A  great  many  people  imagine  that  they  are 
here  for  the  purpose  of  doing  a  work  on  the 
amount  and  character  of  which  their  place  in  the 
world  to  come  will  largely  depend.  To  a  certain 
extent  this  may  be  true,  but  I  am  inclined  to  the 


"  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  mislabel  a  person's 
character.  The  next  step  is  to  criticise  the  person 
when  he  is  found  not  to  fit  the  label,  instead  of  to 
criticise  the  labeling  as  not  fitting  the  person. 
Many  a  child  is  praised  as  a  good  child  because  it 
is  very  quiet,  and  gives  its  care-takers  little  trouble; 
while  another  child  is  denied  that  adjective  because 
of  its  restless  activity,  obtrusive  energy,  its  sense  of 
humor,  and  perhaps  even  mischievous  disposition. 
So  far  as  real  goodness  is  concerned,  the  child 
fitting  this  latter  description  may  be  the  only  one 
of  the  two  that  could  rightfully  be  called  good. 
The  other  may  be  deceptive,  stealthy,  lazy  and 
selfish.  That  this  latter  child  grows  up  to  be  a 
doubtful  character,  or  to  a  life  of  dishonor,  is  no 
just  reflection  on  earthly  goodness.  But  it  may  be 
a  reflection  on  the  standard  by  which  most  people 
estimate  and  apply  the  terms  'good'  and  'bad' 
to  babies  and  youth." 
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A  SONQ  OF  THE  NEW  YEAR. 

I  SAW  on  the  hills  of  the  morning, 
The  form  of  the  New  Year  arise, 
He  stood  like  a  statue  adorning 

The  world  with  a  background  of  skies. 
There  were  courage  and  grace  in  hii  beautiful  face 
And  hope  in  his  glorious  eyes. 
"  I  come  from  time's  boundless  forever," 
'"1  song. 


1  friend  to  endeavo 


all\ 


1  wrong. 

To  the  sad  and  afraid  I  bring  promise  of  aid 
And  the  weak  1  will  gird  and  make  strong. 
"  I  bring  you  more  blessings  than  terrors, 
I  bring  you  more  sunlight  than  gloom. 
I  tear  out  your  page  of  old  errors, 

And  hide  them  away  in  Time's  tomb. 
I  reach  you  clean  hands,  and  lead  on  to  the  lands 
Where  the  lilies  of  peace  are  in  bloom. 


TAKE  HEED. 


BY  ALICE  B.  SNYDER. 


What  must  we  heed?  We  answer,  God's  d 
vine  will.  Take  heed  that  we  obey  the  commands 
of  our  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  In  reading  the  Bible, 
we  find  it  is  not  the  minister,  nor  the  hearer,  no 
the  reader,  but  the  doer  that  will  receive  th 
blessing.  Our  works  here  on  earth  will  decide  ou 
destiny:  "  Blessed  is  he  that  readeth  and  they  that 
hear  the  words  of  the  prophecy  and  keep  those 
.things  which  are  written  therein,  for  the  time  i< 
at  hand."     Rev.  1:  1,  2. 

We  know  not  the  day  nor  the  hour  when  the 
Son  of  Man  cometh,  "  therefore  we  ought  to  give 
the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things  which  we 
have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  let  them  slip 
For  if  the  words  spoken  by  angels  were  stead- 
fast and  every  transgression  and  disobedience  re- 
ceived a  just  recompense  of  reward,  how  shall 
we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation."  Heb, 
1:1,2.  Hence  it  is  very  necessary  for  us  to  give 
heed  to  our  words  and  actions,  if  we  wish  to  in- 
herit eternal  life.  If  we  wish  to  be  ao  heir  oi 
God's  and  a  joint  heir  of  Christ,  we  must  comply 
with  Matt.  5:44,  for  "love  Is  the  fulfilling  of  th 
law."  If  we  professing  Christians  are  Christ-like, 
we  will  not  be  respecters  of  persons.  Take  heed! 
When  Jesus  was  here  on  earth  he  bestowed  his 
blessings  on  all  classes  of  people.  He  says,  "  Wb 
soever  will  may  come."  "  I  gave  my  life  for  all 
who  will  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  me." 

In  running  our  Christian  race,  sometimes  we 
stumble  and  fall,  or  offend  someone,  or  get  of- 
fended. What  then?  How  many  of  us  know 
what  our  duty  is?  How  many  of  us  do  our  duty? 
Let  us  pause  and  think!  What  did  we  promise  in 
our  baptismal  vow?  How  many  of  us  comply 
with  what  Paul  says:  "Ye  that  are  spiritually 
minded  restore  such  an  one  in  meekness"  ?  He 
says,  "  spiritually  minded  "  and  "  meekness."  Let 
us  take  heed  to  our  actions  and  see  if  we  comply 
with  what  God  requires  of  us  as  his  children. 
He  is  watching  our  actions,  knows  our  thoughts, 
and  is  noting  them  down  in  the  Book  of  Life. 
Some  day  they  will  stand  for  or  against  us. 

While  Jesus  was  here  on  earth  he  sat  at  meat 
with  publicaas  and  sinners,  and  when  the  Phar- 
isees found  fault,  he  said,  "  I  came  to  call  sinners, 
not  the  righteous."  This  should  be  a  warning  to 
us,  not  to  think  more  highly  of  self  than  we  ought 
to  think.  In  following  the  tour  of  Jesus,  we  find 
he  aided  those  who  were  helpless,  despised,  for- 
saken. He  did  not  turn  his  back  to  the  lunaUc, 
nor  shun  the  Samaritan  woman.    Nol    He  came 


to  save  the  fallen  and  say,  "  Follow  me."     "  I  am 
the  light  of  the  world." 

If  we  study  the  disposition  of  Christ  and  walk 

his  footsteps  wc  will,  or  must,  become  very 
humble,  meek  and  obedient.  Let  us  take  heed 
to  his  conversation,-what  was  it  like?  Always 
pure  and  holy.  Are  we  imitating  him?  Is  not 
our  conversation  more  of  a  Satanic  than  a  Biblical 
nature?  "  From  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketh."  Are  we  trying  to  bring  our 
children  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord?  God  has  given  them  to  us  and  will  we  not 
be  held  responsible  for  them?  Do  we  try  to  im- 
press on  their  minds  the  wrong  there  is  in  the 
vain,  foolish  fashions,  or  do  we  indulge  in  them 
ourselves?  Do  we  tell  them  the  sin  that  is  in- 
dulged in  at  the  worldly  amusements,  or  do  we 
go  and  take  the  little  ones  along? 

How  often  children  will  say,  "  Mamma,  is  this 
right?"  or,  "Is  that  the  way?"  As  we  answer, 
the  child  believes.  We  are  moulding  their  mind: 
What  for?  No  wonder  Paul  says,  "Take  heed." 
It  is  a  warning  that  we  need. 

When  we  ask  for  money  for  mission  work,  how 
many  respond  by  giving  without  a  murmur?  I 
not  the  earth  and  the  fullness  th«reof  the  Lord's? 
How  often  we  spend  the  Lord's  money  for  the 
lust  of  the  eye!  How  many  unnecessary  things 
we  buy,  when  there  are  those  around  us  (perhap: 
some  have  sacrificed  self  for  us),  who  are  in  want 
Winter  is  here.  Think  of  the  poor,  shivering  littli 
children!  Jesus  said,  "The  poor  shall  be  alway 
with  you."  Why?  Because  we  are  to  be  tried,  to 
see  if  we  love  our  neighbor  as  ourself.  Who  w 
get  the  reward,— the  one  that  seeks  to  gratify 
self,  and,  if  there  is  anything  to  spare,  gives  that 
remnant  for  souls  that  are  worth  more  than  all 
the  world,  or  the  one  who  is  willing  to  divide? 

We  cannot  go  to  heaven  on  flowery  beds  of  ease. 
We  must  deny  self  and  seek  for  opportunities  tc 
do  good.  God  has  created  us  intelligent  being* 
and  will  reward  us  according  to  the  efforts  we  put 
forth  in  his  service.  There  are  many  great  anc 
precious  promises  in  store  for  us  if  we  are  faithful 
He  has  promised  us  a  home  in  heaven,  or  ever 
lasting  punishment.  Take  heed,  which  are  we 
bound  for?  Not  all  that  say,  "Lord,  Lord," 
but  those  that  are  the  doers  shall  be  blessed.  Let 
us  not  get  weary  in  well  doing,  but  let  us  b 
steadfast,  immovable,  always  abounding  in  th 
work  of  the  Lord,  for  our  work  will  not  be  ii 
vain.  Let  us  not  get  discouraged  like  the  childrei 
of  Israel,  but  go  forward,  press  onward,  "  toward 
the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus."  We  have  no  promise  of  th 
crown  till  the  end  of  the  race. 

Take  heed!  Let  us  obedient  be. 

While  here  on  earth  we  roam, 
And  when  at  death's  dark  door  we  stand, 

Then  God  will  take  us  home. 


A  TRIBUTE  OP  PRAISE. 


"  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
His  benefits:  who  forgiveth  all  my  iniquities;  who 
healeth  all  my  diseases;  who  redeemcth  my  life 
from  destruction.  I  will  praise  the  Lord  with  my 
whole  heart;  as  long  as  I  live  will  I  praise  the 
Lord."  "  By  His  stripes  we  are  healed;  surely, 
He  hath  borne  our  sickness  and  carried  our  pains." 
"  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth  us  with 
benefits.  All  the  earth  shall  worship  Thee,  and 
shall  sing  unto  Thee;  O  Thou  that  hearest  prayer, 
unto  Thee  shall  all  flesh  come.  Come  and  hear, 
all  ye  that  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what  he 
hath  done  for  my  soul."     Selah. 

It  is  now  the  ninth  week  since  1  was  taken  with 
the  fever.  We  were  in  the  country,  and  during 
the  first  week  or  ten  days  I  thought  I  would 
simply  overcome  it  by  mental  determination  and 
a  few  remedies  we  knew.  When  we  came  home 
we  at  once  sent  for  the  doctor,  who  sent  ine 
straightway  to  bed.     Four  weeks  he  called  daily. 


Besides  the  medicines,  he  applied  mustard  plas- 
fomentations,  and  a  blister.  I  had  enlarge- 
ment of  the  liver,  accompanied  by  fever,  etc.  At 
end  of  four  weeks,  the  doctor  said  he  had 
done  all  he  could,  but  my  liver  was  constantly 
getting  worse.  He  advised  removal  to  the  hos- 
pital, the  sooner  the  better.  Things  looked  a  little 
)us.  Our  boys  were  very  much  wrought  upon. 
The  cook  could  not  give  the  bazaar  account  for 
crying.  We  expected  an  abscess  to  form  and  that 
a  painful  operation  would  be  necessary.  Many 
friends  in  need  came  to  help.  They  carried  me 
to  the  station,  lying  on  a  dhoolie.  They  sent 
a  carriage  to  take  Mary  and  Bertha  to  the  station, 
close  after  me.  They  carried  me  to  the  car  from 
the  waiting-room,  and  helped  me  in,  and  fixed  a 
bed  quickly,  and  gently  laid  me  on  it.  As  the 
train  was  ready  to  go,  the  doctor  stood  holding 
my  wrist  in  his  hand.  I  confess  it  did  seem  a 
little  like  living  through  my  own  funeral.  But 
I  sorrowed  most  for  my  devoted  wife  and  sister 
Bertha.  They  had  the  care  and  anxiety.  None 
of  our  friendly  helpers  would  take  pay.  May 
God  bless  our  kind  friends  and  neighbors,  and 
make  us  a  great  blessing  to  them  all!  Our  trust 
is  in  the  Lord. 

It  is  now  the  fourth  week  that  I  am  in  the 
Bombay  General  Hospital.  I  am  well,  praise  the 
Lord,  and  have  an  enormous  appetite,  but  because 
I  am  so  weak  yet,  the  hospital  authorities  will 
not  give  me  a  certificate  of  dismissal.  I  am  happy 
and  content,  —they  know  best. 

Soon  after  I  was  here  I  found  that  the  physi- 
cians regarded  mine  as  a  suspicious  case.  Pus  all 
over  the  liver.  The  most  was  deepest  seated. 
They  broke  the  news  gently  to  me  that  I  would 
likely  have  to  have  a  little  surgical  operation,  but 
they  would  wait  yet  a  few  days.  When  the  few 
days  were  past,  the  temperature  was  around  about 
the  normal  line,  and  I  was  otherwise  improving. 
The  attendant  pains  about  the  liver  were  less, 
the  chilly  sensations  had  ceased  and  the  sweating 
was  only  a  little  at  times.  The  physicians  said  it 
was  remarkable,  but  we  saw  it  all  plainly.  W.\ 
mightily  called  upon  the  Lord  in  time  of  t.ouble 
and  He  delivered  us.  lie  seems  to  us  now  more, 
than  ever.  The  most  sacred  experience  in  prayer 
cannot  be  told.  His  hand  stayed  the  forming  of 
an  abscess,  and  sent  the  pus  off  through  the  nat- 
ural channels.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  for  redemp- 
tion privileges!  "All  power  is  given  unto  me  in 
heaven  and  in  earth."  He  who  can  heal  the  soul, 
can  He  not  heal  the  body? 

This  sickness  has  been  a  blessing  to  me.  I  re- 
alize that  I  am  closer  to  Him.  "The  Lord  loveth 
whom  He  chasteneth."  I  can  trust  Him  further 
now.  It  seems  to  me  I  know  Him  better.  I  have 
learned  when  to  stand  still  to  see  the  salvation 
of  the  Lord.  I  have  learned  that-  without  Him 
1  can  do  nothing,  but  with  Him  all  things  are 
possible.  We  have  all  been  brought  to  wait  upon 
the  Lord.  I  am  not  alone  in  the  midst  of  this 
shower  of  blessings.  Divine  blessings  are  only 
limited  by  our  little  capacities  to  receive  them. 
"All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and 
turn  unto  the  Lord.  Praise  His  holy  name  even 
forever.    Selah!" 

Buhar,  hut.,  Nov.  20. 


"  That  there  is  no  good  without  labor  is  evi- 
dently true  in  preaching.  They  who  stand  before 
the  people  to  instruct  thein  in  the  things  of  Christ 
should  be  sure  that  what  they  have  to  say  is 
really  the  Word  of  God,  and  not  some  opinion  or 
conceit  of  the  flesh.  They  should  also  strive  to 
present  this  Word  as  plainly  and  forcibly  as  their 
abilities  allow.  Many  sermonizers  forget  that  they 
arc  not  to  preach  themselves,  but  the  Lord  Jesus. 
They  are  anxious  to  be  thought  eloquent  or 
ned  or  witty;  so  they  are  self-conscious  in  all 
they  say,  and  put  themselves  in  front  of  the  truth, 
which  it  is  their  duty  to  proclaim. 


Many  things  go  to  make  up  the  happiness  of  our 
life;  this  is  its  blessedness — to  have  faith  in  God,  to 
be  truly,  deeply    practically  religious. 
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Nine  are  said  to  have  been  baptized  in  the  Rock- 
ingham church,  Mo.,  since  Nov.  10. 


Enoch  Eby,  Daniel  Hays,  \V. 
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Alount  Morris,  III.,  January  4,  1896. 

Five  accessions  are  reported  at  the  Yellow  River 
church,  Ind.  

Bro.  J.  O.  Brubakf.r,  of  Crescent  City,  Okla., 
should  hereafter  be  addressed  at  Action,  same  Ter- 
ritory. 

The  poor  are  calling  for  the  Messenger.  Will 
you  contribute  freely  to  the  poor  fund,  that  wc 
may  send  the  paper  to  them?  Let  us  hear  from  a 
number  of  the  liberal-hearted  at  once. 


Bro.  I,  J.  Rosenberger  has  recovered  from  his 
late  sickness,  and  is  now  preaching  in  the  Palestine 
church,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio.  For  a  time,  in  the  early 
'oart  of  his  sickness,  his  relatives  were  considerably 
aiarmed. 

.  Bro.  T.  A.  Robinson,  of  Douglas  Co.,  Kansas,  re- 
cently prospected  in  Arkansas  for  a  location,  and 
then  went  to  Newton  County, 
of  making  his  home.  Hi 
Grangeville,  that  County. 


here  he  thinks 
ay  now  be  addressed  at 


Does  your  elder  take  the  Messenger?  If  not, 
send  it  to  him.  In  this  age  when  every  depart- 
ment of  church  work  should  be  pushed  you  do  not 
want  to  have  it  said  that  your  housekeeper  does 
not  read  his  church  paper.     Certainly  not. 

Some  communications,  intended  for  Christmas 
reading,  came  too  late  to  be  published  in  seasona- 
ble time,  and  for  that  reason  will  not  appear.     Es- 
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Of  late  we  have  received  an  u 
communications  which  the  autho 
without  their  names.  Very  few  of 
that  class  of  matter,  and  for  that  reason  we  do  not 
publish  anonymous  articles.  By  this  the  writers  of 
anonymous  communications  will  know  what  has  be- 
come of  them 
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receiving   more   reports    of    Ministerial 

Programs    of    Sunday    school  meetings, 

neetings,   etc.,    etc.,   than 

we   can   find   room   to   publish.    Those   who   send 
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C.  C.  Ro 


'  has  been  doing  some  good  mis- 
sionary work  among  the  convicts  in  the  State 
Prison,  Kansas.  He  reports  two  baptized  and  two 
'more  applicants.  He  further  states  that  it  was 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Messenger  that 
the  Gospel  light  reached  these  unfortunate  people 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  more  will  be  won  over 
to  the  Truth. 


Eight  came  out  on  the  Master's  side  during  Bro. 
H.  C.  Early's  meetings  in  the  Lost  Creek  church, 
Pa.  

December  15,  Bro.  Walter  S.  Long  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  Aughwick  church,  Pa., 
with  thirteen  accessions. 


Bko.  D.  L.  Miller's  first  letter  about  his  trip 
around  the  world,  appears  on  the  next  page  of  this 
issue.  These  letters  will  be  read  with  unusual  in- 
terest. 

The  Brethren's  Missionary  Visitor  has  been  im- 
proved both  in  appearance  and  contents.  It  is  now 
published  monthly,  and  contains  sixteen  well-filled 
pages-  

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  closed  his  meetings  in  the 
Beaverdam  church,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  with  six  ac- 
cessions. He  preached  nineteen  sermons  and  had 
very  large  congregations. 

has  been  greatly 
:  much  rejoiced, 
'ith  twenty-three 


The  special  Bible  Term  opens  here  next  Mon- 
day morning.  We  look  for  an  interesting  time  and 
a  good  attendance. 


The  Brethren  at  Lanark,  111.,  closed  their  series 
of  meetings  last  week  with  two  accessions  by  bap- 
tism and  one  reclaimed. 


Bro.  John  Seas,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  writes  that 
leir  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  D.  S.  Fil- 
rum,  still  continues  with  interest. 


The  Eel  River  church,  Indian: 
blessed  of  late.  The  members  : 
They  closed  a  series  of  meetings 
baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 

A  very  i 
meetings  wa 
church,  Ohi, 

by  baptism  1 


A  series  ot  meetings  in  the  Union  church,  Ind., 
closed  Dec.  7.  There  were  eighteen  accessions, 
sixteen  baptized  and  two  reclaimed. 


Bro.  J.  G.  Rover  spent  his  vacation  with  the 
Lower  Stillwater  church,  Ohio,  returning  last  Tues- 
day evening.  He  reports  four  baptized  and  some 
applicants. 

Bro.  Geo.  E.  Stone,  of  Carson  City,  Mich.,  is 
spending  a  few  weeks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Mount. 
He  preached  for  the  Brethren  at  Silver  Creek 
church,  last  Sunday  morning  and  evening. 


iteresting  and  encouraging  series  of 
1  closed  in  the  Central  house,  Salem 
,  Dec.  23.  There  were  twelve  added 
nd  one  reclaimed. 


In  this  issue,  as  well  as  in  the  future  issues,  Br. 
H.  B.  Brumbaugh's  letters  will  be  commenced  c 
the  first  page  and  closed  on  the  second.  Just  no 
they  are  particularly  full  of  interest. 


Brown 
York,  are 


pctuicnt. 


Brothers  and  Co.,  59  Wall  Street,  New 
mining  funds  for  the 
1,  by  the  N.  Y.  Inde- 
:liable. 


lg  and  tr; 
jfferers.     The  fin 
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Bro.  J.  K.  Miller,  on  his  way  from  the  Bible 
school  at  South  English,  Iowa,  to  North  Manches- 
ter, Ind  ,  gave  us  a  short  call  last  Saturday.  Bro. 
Miller  is  in  earnest  about  Bible  work  among  the 
churches. 


A  few  of  our  brethren  in  Denmark  and  Sweden 
have  learned  to  read  the  English,  and  to  them  the 
Messenger  is  a  treat.  This  week  we  received  a 
two  dollar  bill  from  one  of  them  with  a  request  for 
the  Messenger  during  1896. 


Writing  from  the  Fairview  church,  Tippecanoe 
Co  ,  Ind.,  Nov.  23,  Bro.  John  W.  Root  says:  "  Bro. 
David  Dilling,  of  Monticello,  Ind.,  opened  a  series 
of  meetings  with  us,  which  continued  for  two 
weeks.  Six  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
received  by  baptism;  two  reclaimed." 


Bro.  Neff  writes  us  that  his  mental  vigor  is  all 
right,  that  it  is  rather  better  than  when  he  lived  in 
the  Mount.  He  thinks  the  mild  climate  has  proved 
helpful  to  him  in  mind  as  well  as  in  body.  The 
reason  he  furnished  no  article  on  the  lesson  for 
Dec.  29,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  deemed  un- 
necessary to  have  an  article  on  the  review. 


A.  E.  Tr 


oyer,  of  Milton,  Oregon,  who  has 
been  living  in  that  part  of  the  State  for  two  years 
thinks  that  Milton  would  be  an  excellent  place  for 
the  Brethren  to  settle  and  build  up  a  church.  Es- 
pecially would  he  be  pleased  to  have  one  of  our 
ministers  to  locate  there.  In  his  letter  he  mentions 
some  good  inducements  that  will  be  made  known 
to  those  who  will  write  him  with  stamp  inclosed. 

Many  of  our  ministers  are  writing  us  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  procuring  half-fare  permits.  It  is 
useless  to  do  so,  as  that  matter,  for  the  Central  and 
Western  States  is  in  the  hands  of  B.  D.  Caldwell, 
Chicago,  and  we  do  not  have 
render  any  assistance  whatever 
our  chances  with  the  rest  of  the  Brethren  n 
Those  wishing  application  blanks  will  call  on  their 
local  railroad  agent,  or  write  Mr.  Caldwell,  and 
follow  the  instructions  given. 


Bro.  H.  J.  Wolf,  of  Nevada,  Mo„  is  with  us,  to 
remain  a  week  or  more.  He  is  a  baker  by  occu- 
pation, and  also  breaks  the  Bread  of  Life  as  occa- 
sion permits.  He  is  looking  for  a  suitable  location 
for  both  occupations. 


A  few  days  ago  Bro.  I.  D.  Parker,  of  Elkhart, 
Ind.,  met  with  an  accident  that  will  confine  him  to 
his  home  for  some  days.  While  out  driving,  his 
teim  became  frightened,  ran  a  half  mile,  and  threw 
him  out  against  a  telegraph  pole,  resulting  in  some 
bad  bruises. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Bro.  Miller, 
written  on  the  Red  Sea,  one  thousand  miles  south 
of  Cairo,  Egypt.  He  and  his  wife  were  in  good 
health,  but  suffering  more  or  less  from  the  great 
heat,  as  they  were  then  in  the  Torrid  Zone.  The 
vessel  on  which  they  sailed  carried  forty  mission- 
aries who  were  on  their  way  to  the  heathen  lands. 

Bro.  J.  W.  Ecker,  of  Sharpsburg,  Maryland, 
writes  that  during  the  year  1895,  6,435-  baptisms 
were  reported  in  the  Messenger.  This  does  not 
include  those  reported  in  Nos.  52,  53  and  42,  nor 
does  it  include  applicants  whose  baptism  was  not 
specially  mentioned.  Of  those  baptized,  eight  re- 
side in  Sweden  and  Denmark,  and  four  in  Asia 
Minor. 


The  Brethren  have  long  had  the  reputation  of 
understanding  the  Scriptures  sufficiently  to  be  able 
to  find  the  chapter  and  verse  for  what  they  teach 
and  believe.  Now,  if  any  one  imagines  that  their 
knowledge  stops  here,  just  let  him  sound  them  on 
the  movements  of  the  moon.  A  few  weeks  ago  we 
ventured  the  statement  that  not  for  1800  years  had 
there  been  two  full  moons  in  December.  It  is  as- 
tonishing how  many  letters  we  received,  stating 
that  similar  occurrences  had  happened  even  in  re- 
cent years.  Well,  this  proves  that  editors  are  no 
authority  on  the  moon.  We  advise  all  our  patrons 
to  send  tor  a  copy  of  our  Almanac,  and  keep  post- 
ed. While  we  may  now  and  then  make  a  mistake 
the  Almanac  will  not,  especially  on  the  movement 
of  the  moon. 

The  time  was  when  editors  in  our  Brotherhood 
received  many  very  unkind  letters.  But  that  day 
seems  to  be  past.  We  now  seldom  receive  an 
abusive  letter.  Our  people  are  improving  in 
Chnstian  courtesy.  As  a  rule,  if  something  ap- 
pears in  the  paper  which  they  think  should  not  be 
published,  they  find  a  kind  way  of  calling  our  at- 
tention to  it.  Still,  occasionally,  one  gently  re- 
bukes us  for  not  printing  what  he  writes,  and  now 
and  then  a  reader  thanks  us  for  not  giving  to  the 
public  what  he  prepared  for  that  purposf.  Here 
.s  one  of  these  letters  of  thanks.  It  may  do  a  few 
good  to  read  it:  ' 

I  senf0,™1?!81!^1'0  y°kU  *»  M1  Pushing  the  letter 
th't  car,  rfisori         g    1   *at   'he  B'°*«hood  has  an  editor 

r^r,— ^rv-r'tr 

^'M^  J5T^ ,he  wo"d: ' »  ££££E 
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Bro.  John  Fkidley,  of  Gooseneck,  West  Va.  on 
renewing  his  subscription,  serves  this  notice  on'  us- 
"Whenever  you  get  the  notice  of  my  death  you 
may  know  when  my  subscription  will  stop  and  not 
before."  

In  order  to  get  as  much  news  as  possible  in  this 
issue,  we  have  done  a  good  deal  of  "  boiling  down  " 
with  the  correspondence.  While  a  few  of  our  cor- 
respondents may  not  like  to  see  their  communica- 
tions condensed,  still  this  is  one  way  ot  shaping 
things  so  that  everybody  can  get  in  at  least  a  few 
words  "edgeways."  And  yet  with  all  of  this  boil- 
ing down  a  number  of  interesting  reports  must  re- 
main over  until  next  week. 


THUS    GOSPEL 


MBSSBNaEE. 


Let  all  of  our  Brethren  learn  to  use  the  Lord's 
Prayer  just  as  it  is  found  in  the  Book.  It  is  thus 
recorded  in  Matt.  6:  9-13:  "Our  Father  which  art 
in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  name.  Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heav- 
en. Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And  for- 
give us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.  And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  ev- 
il. For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever.     Amen." 


OUR  QREETINQ  FOR  1896. 


The  year  1895  has  closed  and  1896  is  here,  and 
we  are  happy  to  greet  our  readers  with  this  the  be- 
ginning of  a  new  volume  of  the  Messenger.  At 
the  close  of  each  year  we  have  a  volume  of  the  pa- 
per bound  and  placed  in  our  library.  Each  year  we 
must  make  room  for  another  volume,  and  as  we 
look  over  the  long  row  of  large  books  we  think  of 
the  days,  weeks  and  years  of  earnest  labor  required 
to  bring  out  the  matter  placed  before  our  readers. 
Then  we  think  of  the  good  they  have  derived  from 
reading  it,  and  the  good  yet  to  come  from  the  seed 
that  has  been  sown. 

But  we  have  not  time  now  to  think  much  of  the 
past.  We  did  the  best  we  could.  The  present  is 
with  us,  the  great  future  is  before  us,  and  we  know 
not  what  a  week  or  a  month  may  bring  forth.  One 
thing  certain,  it  is  our  duty  to  enter  upon  the  task 
in  hand,  and  endeavor  to  give  to  our  patrons  a  pa- 
per that  will  be  for  their  edification  and  instruction, 
and,  if  possible,  make  the  volume  for  1896  better 
than  any  that  have  yet  appeared.  This,  of  course, 
is  no  easy  task  for  us,  as  we  made  similar  efforts  in 
the  past,  and  yet  we  know  that  the  only  road  to 
success  is  to  strive  to  do  still  better  work  as  the 
years  go  by.  So  it  will  be  our  constant  aim  to 
prove  upon  that  which  has  gone  to  record. 

And  while  we  feel  the  importance  of  lifting  the 
paper  to  a  still  higher  standard,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  we  are  all  concerned  about  reaching  a  higher 
plane  of  Christian  living.  We  are  here  preparing 
ourselves  for  the  life  beyond  the  grave,  and  as  the 
years  come  and  go  we  realize  that  we  are  approach- 
ing the  end  of  our  journey.  Then,  how  important 
it  is  that  we  grow  better  as  the  years  increase! 
And  we  can  certainly  make  some  progress  in  this 
direction  by  striving  to  make  the  present  the  most 
successful  year  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage. 

As  we  enter  the  year  we  cannot  tell  what  is  be- 
fore us.  It  may  be  a  period  of  peace  and  it  may 
not,  but  whatever  comes,  we,  as  the  Brethren 
church,  have  a  mission  demanding  all  our  attention 
and  influence.  We  are  in  the  world  to  obey  the 
Gospel  in  all  its  parts,  and  most  earnestly  preach  it 
to  others.  We  are  the  teachers  of  peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  towards  man.  We  are  pleading  for 
religious  liberty,  and  the  full  exercise  of  conscience 
among  all  the  people  of  earth.  As  a  body  we 
stand  opposed  to  war  as  well  as  slavery,  and  op- 
posed to  everything  that  degrades  the  race,  and  if 
ever  there  was  a  time  when  we  should  let  our  light 
shine  fully  that  period  is  now  here.  We  are  in  an 
age  where  it  may  require  more  than  ordinary  firm- 
ness-to   stand   in   defense  of  sound   doctrine   and 


maintain  sound  principles.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
Messenger  to  prove  particularly  helpful  to  the 
Brotherhood  along  these  as  well  as  other  lines  of 
duty,  equally  important. 

Respecting  the  position  of  the  Messenger  re- 
garding the  work  of  the  year,  our  readers  must 
judge  of  the  future  by  the  past.  We  are  set  for  the 
defense  of  the  Gospel,  and  what  we  believe  and 
have  maintained  in  the  past  we  still  believe  and  in- 
tend to  defend  to  the  full  extent  of  our  ability.  We 
are  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Brotherhood  and  her 
mission,  and  with  a  clear  conscience  can  teach  and 
defend  her  principles.  We  shall,  however,  strive  to 
lead  the  members  to  a  still  better  life,  and  endeav- 
or to  insist  upon  our  principles  being  better  under- 
stood. We  have  that  aggressive  spirit  that  prompts 
us  to  urge  the  extending  of  the  borders  of  Zion  not 
only  in  America,  but  elsewhere.  The  world  is  the 
Lord's,  the  people  are  his  by  creation,  and  should  be 
his  by  adoption.  We  would  like  to  see  our  people 
do  still  more  in  the  way  of  preaching  the  Gospel  ev- 
erywhere, and  will  most  assuredly  urge  them  to  do 
so.  » 

With  these  reflections  we  commence  the  present 
volume,  realizing  that  we  have  a  great  work  before 
us,  and  need  the  prayers,  help  and  counsels  of  all 
our  members  as  well  as  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  also  trust  to  continue  our  visits  to  the 
homes  of  the  thousands  who  have  been  taking  the 
paper  during  the  year  1895.  We  are  also  thankful 
for  the  many  new  names  added  to  our  list,  and 
trust  that  our  labors  together  may  prove  a  mutual 
benefit  to  each  and  all  of  us.  r   h   m 


THE  BLUE  PENCIL. 


When  a  piece  of  church  news  like  this  comes  to 
our  desk  we  find  no  occasion  to  use  the  blue  pen- 
cil-. 

La  Forge,  Mo.— I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  011 
Thanksgiving  Day  at  the  Hurricane  schoolhouse,  nine  miles 
from  here,  where  a  few  poor  but  very  zea'ous  members  are  lo- 
cated. The  weather  being  unfavorable  we  closed  Dec.  8  with 
two  additions  by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed  One  was  bap- 
tized at  our  regular  appointment  before  the  meeting  com- 
menced.— Ira  P.  Eby. 

But  many  reports  reach  us  in  this  shape: 

La  Van,  Mo.,  Dec.  18,  1895. 


According  to  previous  arrangements  I  left  my  home  at  La- 
in, Mo.,  Dec.  2,  and  reached  Juan,  Mo.,  the  same  evening, 
ro.  A.  C.  Anning  met  me  there,  conveyed  me  to  his  place, 
ne  miles  east  of  Juan.  I  commenced  preaching  in  the 
Brethren's  large  house  of  worship  that  same  evening.  The 
congregations  were  not  very  large  at  first,  but  increased  every 
night,  only  on  Saturday  night,  when  it  rained.  This  is  known 
as  the  Lakeview  church.  Though  the  assembly  was  small  I 
entertained  them  the  best  I  could.  On  Sunday  we  had  two 
meetings,  one  in  the  forenoon,  and  the  other  at  night.  At  the 
forenoon  meeting  there  were  two  applicants.  We  continued 
the  meetings  until  the  next  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  15.  The 
house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity  at  the  two  last  meet- 
ings. From  first  to  last  there  were  ten  applicants.  Six  of 
them  were  baptized,  leaving  four  yet  to  be  baptized.  There 
were  also  two  restored.  A  good  impression  was  left  on  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  I  believe  that  many  are  counting  the 
cost.  I  left  the  members  here  with  many  regrets.  1  never 
was  more  kindly  treated.  I  reached  home  on  Monday  even- 
ing, and  found  my  family  in  good  health,  for  which  1  thank 
the  Lord.  I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  thanking  the 
brethren,  sisters  and  friends  at  Juan  for  their  kindness. 

Yours  Fraternally, 
J.  C.  Manning. 

By  the  time  our  blue  pencil  gets  through  with  a 
report  of  this  kind,  it  will  appear  in  print  about 
thus: 

Lakeview  Church,  Mo— On  the  evening  of  Dec.  2,  I  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lakeview  church,  nine 
miles  east  of  Juan,  this  State,  and  closed  Dec.  15,  with  six  bap- 
tized, four  applicants  and  two  restored.  The  meetings  were 
generally  well  attended,  and  the  interest  excellent.— J.  C. 
Maiming,  La  Van,  Mo.,  Die.  iS. 

Wise  people  need  only  a  mild  hint  now  and  then, 
and  most  writers  do  not  like  the  blue  pencil.  Can 
we  not  give  it  a  rest  by  using  more  brevity? 

j.   H.  M. 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINas  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  One. 

BEIRUT  TO   JAFFA    BY   SEA. 

Ever  since  the  bright  May  day  morning,  a  half 
year  ago,  when  we  left  home  in  Mt.  Morris  and 
started  on  our  travels  eastward,  we  have  been  on 
our  homeward  journey.  And  whether  we  have 
been  sailing  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  on  the 
North,  the  Baltic,  the  Adriatic,  the  /Egean,  the 
Mediterranean,  or  the  Red  Seas,  or  on  the  Indian 
Ocean,  we  have  said  to  each  other,  "  Every  day's 
travel  takes  us  nearer  home."  When  we  traveled 
overland  in  England,  France,  Germany,  Scandi- 
navia, and  the  snowy  heights  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  sunny  plains  of  Italy,  and  the  vine-clad  hills  of 
Greece,  and  the  Holy  Land,  and  Egypt,  we  always 
had  the  thought  present  with  us  that  we  were 
going  home.  Heretofore  on  our  travels  we  have 
had,  when  starting,  an  objective  point,  which,  when 
reached,  we  began  our  return  voyage.  But  on  this 
journey  we  move  on  eastward  until,  the  Lord 
willing,  we  land  at  San  Francisco,  and,  still  contin- 
uing our  eastward  course,  finally  reach  home.  We 
are  impressed  with  the  thought  that  our  journey  is 
something  like  the  great  voyage  of  life  which  we 
are  all  making.  There  is  no  turning  back.  On- 
ward is  the  word,  until,  if  we  follow  the  compass 
and  chart  of  God,  the  goal  is  won  and  the  haven  of 
eternal  rest  is  entered. 

Of  our  travels  in  Europe,  Palestine  and  Egypt, 
Bro.  Brumbaugh  has  written  so  fully  and  so  well 
as  to  leave  nothing  further  to  be  desired  along  the 
line  where  we  have  journeyed  together.  Twice 
before  this  we  have  taken  our  readers  with  us  to 
the  East  and  through  the  "  Lands  of  the  Bible." 
It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  nothing  more  re- 
mains for  our  pen.  But  the  Holy  Land  is  so  full 
of  interest  that  each  time  we  come  to  visit  it  we 
learn~something  new  and  see  it  under  different 
aspects,  and  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  readers  of 
the  Messenger.  We  call  attention  to  some  things 
learned  and  some  reflections  made  on  our  last  visit. 
We  now  recall  our  parting  with  our  traveling 
companions  at  Beirut.  We  had  enjoyed  a  most 
delightful  sea  voyage  together  from  Smyrna.  A 
gentle  breeze,  soft  and  balmy,  made  the  warm 
October  days  delightfully  pleasant.  The  sea,  on 
its  good  behavior,  was  smooth  and  calm,  and  its 
waters  blue  as  only  the  "Great  Sea"  is  blue.  A 
bright,  clear  sky,  with  the  full  moon  making  night 
ashamed  of  its  darkness,  added  materially  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  journey.  We  set  it  down  in  our 
notebook  as  one  of  the  most  delightful  sea  voyages 
we  have  ever  enjoyed.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  5,  we 
cast  anchor  at  the  base  of  Lebanon  and  early  on 
the  Lord's  Day  morning  brethren  Brumbaugh, 
Bingaman  and  Myers  left  us  to  go  to  Damascus  by 
the  new  railway,  and  thence  to  Jerusalem  in  ten  or 
twelve  days  on  horseback,  while  we,  wife  and  I, 
were  to  go  on  by  sea  to  Jaffa,  and  thence  to  Jeru- 
salem, where  we  again  met  two  weeks  later. 

At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  we  steamed  out  of  the 
harbor  at  Beirut  and  took  our  course  southward 
along  the  Syrian  coast.  Westward  the  horizon  was 
bounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean.  The 
fine  weather  continued  and  the  sea  was  literally  as 
smooth  as  glass.  We  congratulated  ourselves  that 
we  were  to  have  a  pleasant  afternoon  sailing  along 
the  western  border  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  upon  the 
prospect  of  a  smooth  landing  at  Jaffa  on  the  mor- 
row. East  of  us  the  Lebanon  mountains  were  in 
full  view;  once  the  pride  of  Syria,  now  brown  and 
bare.  The  cedar  and  fir  have  been  cut  down,  and 
the  "glory  of  Lebanon"  has  departed.  As  we 
skirted  the  foot  of  the  mountain  range  we  had 
ample  time  to  look  up  and  meditate  upon  the  Bible 
associations  connected  with  Lebanon. 
Yonder  on  the  flat  beach,  which  was  so  close  to 
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us  that  it  seemed  that  we  might  almost  have 
thrown  a  stone  to  the  shore,  may  have  been  the 
very  spot  to  which  Hiram's  woodmen  brought  the 
hewn  cedar  and  fir  trees,  making  a  veritable  log- 
ging camp  of  the  place  until  the  floats  were  made 
and  the  costly  timber  was  sent  by  sea  to  Jaffa, 
where  it  was  delivered  to  King  Solomon's  work- 
men. In  full  sight  of  the  supposed  logging  camp 
was  the  ancient  city  of  Sidon.  And  force  is  given 
to  the  statement  that  the  camp  was  located  in  this 
neighborhood,  from  the  fact  that  there  were  none 
among  all  the  people  in  all  the  land  that  could 
"skill  to  hew  timber  like  unto  the  Sidonians."* 

Along  the  coast  of  ancient  Phcenicia  we  sailed, 
and  so  close,  too,  that  the  shore  line  was  plainly 
visible  to  the  naked  eye.  Modern  Sidon,  closely 
and  compactly  built,  presents  a  pleasing  sight  from 
the  sea.  Her  groves  of  mulberry  trees,  and  gar- 
dens of  oranges,  lemons,  pomegranates,  apricots, 
bananas  and  palms  are  in  striking  contrast  with  the 
oppressive  barrenness  all  along  the  coast.  These 
gardens  are  the  pride  of  Sidon.  The  silk  industry 
flourishes  and  the  little  city,  with  fifteen  thousand 
souls,  is  fairly  prosperous.  The  ancient  name 
Zidon  tand  the  New  Testament  name  Sidon  is 
still  preserved.  Here  Paul  landed  when  on  his  way 
to  Rome  as  a  prisoner  and  went  "  unto  his  friends 
to  refresh  himself,"!  a  positive  evidence  that 
Christianity  had  been  introduced  at  Sidon  at  a  very 
early  period. 

Just  as  the  sun  touched  the  watery  horizon  we 
sighted  the  island  and  mainland  on  which,  at  one 
time,  stood  the  mighty  City  of  Tyre,  the  proud 
mistress  of  the  sea.  If  you  would  like  an  accurate 
description  of  her  wealth  and  greatness,  read  care- 
fully the  thirty-seventh  chapter  of  Ezekiel.  Fol- 
low this  with  the  reading  of  the  thirty-sixth  and 
thirty-eighth  chapters  of  the  same  prophecy  and 
learn  the  fate  of  the  proud  city,  and  know  that  the 
prophecy  has  been  literally  fulfilled.  There  is  not 
in  all  the  East  a  more  remarkable  fulfillment  of 
prophecy  than  that  connected  with  this  very  City 
of  Tyre.  The  dust  has  been  literally  scraped  from 
her  and  she  has  become  "like  the  top  of  a  rock." 
And  this  very  day  it  is  "  a  place  for  the  spreading 
of  nets  in  the  midst  of  the  sea."  The  history  of 
the  place,  from  the  days  of  Ezekiel  until  it  became 
a  miserable  fishers'  village,  composed  of  a  few  poor 
hovels,  is  full  of  interest.  It  was  a  struggle  against 
prophecy,  for  the  Lord  had  said,  "  I  am  against 
thee,  O  Tyrus."  The  modern  town  has  a  popula- 
tion of  some  four  or  five  thousand  souls.  The 
streets  are  narrow,  dirty  and  miserable,  and  the 
houses  dilapidated.  The  inhabitants  are  poor,  and 
many  of  them  subsist  by  fishing. 

While  we  have  been  looking  at  Tyre  the  sun 
sinks  into  the  sea; 

"Not  as  in  northern  climes  obscurely  bright, 
But  one  unclouded  blaze  of  living  light." 

Sunsets  at  sea  have  often  been  described  by 
poets  and  prose  writers,  but  descriptions  only 
feebly  portray  the  glories  of  the  god  of  day,  as  he 
sinks  to  rest  in  the  waves  of  the  sea.  As  the 
twilight  fades  away,  and  darkness  comes  down 
upon  land  and  deep,  the  moon,  full-orbed,  mounts 
upward  from  the  heights  of  Hermon  and  floods  hill 
and  plain  with  her  silver  light.  She  shines  in  full 
brightness  upon  the  portion  of  Dan,  and  not  far 
from  us  the  site  of  the  ancient  City  of  Lachish,  so 
terribly  punished  by  the  Ninevites,  catches  her 
beams.  And  there,  dimly  shining  across  the  sea, 
are  the  lights  of  the  village  Ptolemais,  where  Paul 
landed  and  saluted  the  brethren,  abiding  with  them 
one  day,  before  going  on  his  fatal  journey  to  the 
City  of  Jerusalem.§ 

Together  we  sit  on  the  deck  and  enjoy  the  beau- 


ties of  the  night.  We  can  see  plainly  every  inden- 
tation of  the  shore  line,  and  the  hills  are  brought 
out  bold  and  clear  in  the  bright  moonlight.  And 
now  we  have  Mt.  Carmel  before  us,  boldly  jutting 
out  into  the  sea.  Every  outline  of  the  mount  of 
the  prophets  is  clearly  cut  on  the  horizon.  Our 
steamer  headed  for  the  shore  where  the  lights 
revealed  the  site  of  Caifa,  the  seaport  of  Nazareth. 
In  an  incredibly  short  time  the  steamer  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  howling,  yelling  mob  of  Arab  boat- 
men. With  cat-like  agility  they  climbed  up  the 
sides  of  the  ship  and  solicited  passengers  to  go 
ashore.  It  was  a  scene  of  wild,  noisy  confusion, 
witnessed  not  only  here  at  Caifa,  but  at  all  these 
eastern  ports  where  the  ships  cast  anchor  a  half 
mile  from  the  shore,  and  passengers  are  landed  by 
means  of  the  small  boats  propelled  by  Arab  boat- 
men. Caifa  is  an  interesting  spot.  Fifteen  miles 
away,  in  a  straight  line,  is  Nazareth  and  the  Sea  of 
Galilee.  Here  the  brook  Kishon  empties  into  the 
sea,  as  it  has  ever  since  the  day  its  waters  ran  red 
with  the  blood  of  the  prophets  of  Baal,  slain  by  the 
zeal  of  the  propffet  of  the  true  God  after  their 
signal  failure  at  Carmel.  The  light  on  the  hill, 
shining  above  the  brightness  of  the  moon,  marks 
the  site  of  the  convent  of  the  monks,  the  tradi- 
tional spot  of  the  great  test  between  Elijah  and  the 
Baalites.  On  the  edge  of  the  cliff  stood  the  serv- 
ant of  the  prophet  looking  out  upon  the  blazing 
heavens  for  the  first  sign  of  the  cloud  that  was  soon 
to  appear,  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand  at  first,  but 
to  grow  rapidly  until  all  the  heavens  were  over- 
cast with  dark  clouds  and  the  rain  came  down  in 
torrents,  and  the  three  years'  drought  was  broken. 
Here  the  prophet  Elisha  dwelt  when  the  Shunam- 
mite  woman  came  to  him  in  heart-broken  haste, 
for  the  boy  she  loved  so  well  lay  dead  in  the  little 
room  at  Shunem.  All  these  and  many  more  Bible 
associations  came  to  mind  as. we  lay  anchored  in 
the  silvery  moonlight'at  the  foot  of  Mt.  Carmel. 

Southward  again  our  ship  took  her  course  and 
passed  by  Ca^sarea,  whither  came  Peter  from  Jaffa, 
nothing  doubting,  and  gave  to  the  Gentiles  the 
wonderful  message  from  the  Son  of  God.  Here, 
too,  Paul  was  brought  a  prisoner  from  Jerusalem. 
Here  he  was  tried  and  appealed  to  Csesar,  and  then 
made  Felix  tremble  and  Agrippa  hear  the  Word  of 
Truth  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  so 
we  sailed  on  and  nature  demanded  rest  and  repose. 
We  went  below  to  our  comfortable  rooms,  and 
sleep,  blessed  sleep,  shut  out  all  the  world.  We 
were  awakened  by  the  rattling  chains  of  the  drop- 
ping anchor  and  the  swashing  of  the  waves  against 
the  sides  of  the  ship,  and  we  knew  that  we  were  at 
Jaffa.  D.  l.  m. 


*i  Kings  5:6. 
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— *HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  ve— 


THE  OLD  YEAR. 


Last  night,  when  all  the  village 

Was  lying  white  and  still, 
With  starlight  in  the  valley, 

With  moonlight  on  the  hill, 
I  wakened  from  my  dreaming, 

And  hushed  my  heart  to  hear 
The  old  clock  on  the  steeple 

Toll  out  the  dying  year. 

They  say  that  when  the  angels 

The  blessed  New  Year  bring, 
The  souls  that  wake  to  listen 

Can  hear  them  softly  sing 
The  same  melodious  anthem 

Of  peace  and  love  on  earth, 
That  told  to  Judah's  shepherds 

The  dear  Redeemer's  birth. 

No  sound  came  through  the  silence; 

But  waiting  there,  I  thought 
Of  all  the  gifts  and  blessings 

The  year  to  me  had  brought; 
And  something  sang  within  me, 

"O  happy  heart!  to-day 
RemembertQll  who  sorrow, 

Andwipe  their  tears.away." 


So,  in  the  solemn  morning 

When  first  thy  feet  shall  stand, 
Where  dawn  in  light  unshadowed 

The  years  of  God's  right  hand; 
The  words  of  benediction 

Thy  welcome  home  shall  be, 
"Thy  deeds  of  love  and  mercy 

Have  all  been  done  to  me!  " 

—Little  Corj>oi 


SELF-DENIAL. 


'  WEALTHY  A.  BURKHOLDER. 


One  of  the  hardest  lessons  to  learn  is  that  of 
self-denial, — to  deprive  ourselves  of  something  that 
is  congenial  to  human  nature.  It  is  adverse  to  our 
way  of  thinking,  and  too  often,  in  our  selfishness,  is 
overlooked  entirely.  We  read  that  "Christ  pleased 
not  himself."  He  denied  himself  so  much  for  our 
good,  and  yet,  how  very  reluctant  we  are  to  prac- 
tice it  for  one  another  and  for  the  good  of  the 
cause.  The  Scripture  plainly  teaches  us  that  if  we 
want  to  be  followers  of  God  we  must  deny  our- 
selves and  take  up  the  cross.  Whatever  the  cross 
may  be,  we  should  try  to  take  it  up  and  follow 
cheerfully  in  the  way.  What  is  a  cross  to  one  may 
not  be  to  another.  We  all  have  crosses  to  bear, 
and  we  should  consider  them  light,  in  comparison 
to  what  has  been  done  for  us.  The  little  things 
that  intercept  our  pathway  are  nothing  compared 
to  what  the  Savior  endured  for  us,  and  this  thought 
hould  stimulate  us  to  greater  self-denial  for  the 
Truth. 

Take  the  family,  for  an  example.  When  all  try 
to  labor  together  in  peace  and  harmony,  each  one 
making  sacrifice  for  the  other,  then  it  is  a  happy 
and  prosperous  home,  but  if  each  one  wants  his  own 
way,  and  no  self-denial  is  exercised,  there  is  friction, 
and  the  result  is  division.  The  peace  and  harmony 
of  that  home  is  destroyed  because  of  sin,  and  the 
family  idea, — the  beautiful  institution  which  God 
has  formed, — is  greatly  marred. 

The  church  is  a  family  and  God  is  our  FatJisr_ 
We  profess  to  be  his  children,  and  if  so,  we  will  try 
to  deny  ourselves  of  anything  that  may  mar  the 
feelings  of  our  brethren  and  sisters,  that  we  may 
work  in  harmony  together.  Unless  there  is  har- 
mony, good  will  not  be  the  result.  We  should  en- 
deavor to  avoid  giving  offense. 

Once  we  are  greatly  in  earnest  we  can  overcome 
many  obstacles  and  our  pride  and  selfishness  can 
be  removed.  The  church  is  a  grand  institution  and 
it  cost  so  much  to  have  it  established.  It  is  a  good 
place,  a  safe  shelter,  because  the  Savior  has  prom- 
ised to  be  with  us,  and,  surely,  there  should  be  a 
home  feeling, — love  and.  union  should  prevail. 
Where  is  the  child  of  God  that  has  not  realized 
that  the  church  is  a  home?  Among  kindred  spir- 
its, children  of  the  same  Father,  practicing  the 
same  truths,  how  could  there  be  disunion?  How 
willingly  and  gladly  we  should  practice  self-denial 
in  such  a  grand  family!  Then  we  can  speak  the 
same  thing,  and  help,  by  precept  and  example,  to 
show  to  the  world  that  we  are  earnestly  laboring 
for  greater  union  in  the  body,  and  to  promote  holi- 
ness in  ourselves  and  others. 

Time  is  passing, — swiftly  passing  by.  Already 
the  sands  of  another  year  are  nearly  run,  and  our 
time  to  work  may  soon  close.  There  is  much  to  be 
done.  Truly,  the  fields  are  white  for  the  harvest, 
but  the  laborers  are  so  few.  If  we  enjoy  the  soci- 
ety of  the  Christian  people  in  the  church,  we 
should  try  to  get  others  in,  that  they  may  enjoy  the 
same  blessings;  that  they  may  be  happy  now  and 
hereafter.     Then 

"  Pass  along  the  invitation. 
Whosoever  will  may  come; 
Pass  along  the  loving  messaga 
Unto  every  thirsty  one." 


THE  DAWNING  YEAR. 


BY  LIZZIE  D.  ROSENBERGER. 


The  silver  cord  was  loosed.     The  old  year  was 

dying.     On  a  mountain  ridge  I  saw  a  traveler  pause 

I  and  look  back  over  the  path  of  life  which  he  had       | 
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traveled.  It  led  through  a  plain  which  was  so  vast 
that  the  end  could  not  be  seen,  only  the  horizon 
line  shut  off  the  view.  The  path  crossed  some 
hills  and  a  few  high  mountains.  As  if  thinking 
aloud,  the  traveler  said,  "  I  have  tried  to  climb  uo 
to  some  high  ideals.     I  am  glad  I  came  across  the 

Mountain  of  Difficulty,  though  strongly  tempted 
to  turn  aside. 

With  a  clearer  vision  he  traced  every  step  of  the 
way,  as  it  led  from  the  hills,  bathed  in  sunlight 
down  into  the  dark  valleys  of  loss  and  discourage- 
ment. He  sadly  said,  "  If  I  could  have  seen  it  as  I 
do  to-day,  my  feet  would  not  be  bleeding,  nor  my 
strength  exhausted,  by  escaping  from  that  quag- 
mire into  which  I  aimlessly  wandered.  I  almost 
lost  hope  there,  and  the  high  ideals  seemed  less 
desirable.  But  I  will  heed  the  voice  which  says, 
'Look  not  mournfully  into  the  past;  it  comes  not 
back  again.  Go  forth  to  meet  the  shadowy  future 
without  fear  and  with  a  manly  heart.' " 

Then  he  turned  and  looked  before  him,  but  the 
landscape  seemed  indistinct  and  blurred.  One 
moment  a  beautiful  fertile  plain  lay  there  in  smil- 
ing beauty,  flowers  blooming  everywhere,  rivers 
flowing  clear  and  cool.  Then  mists  and  clouds 
overshadowed  all,  even  the  mountain  on  which  he 
stood;  but  soon  the  clouds  vanished  and  he  saw,  in 
the  distance  before  him,  mountains  whose  peaks 
seemed  to  greet  the  skies,  down  whose  sides  cat- 
aracts hissed  and  plunged,  and  toppling  crags 
seemed  ready  to  fall  and  crush  the  unwary.  "I 
see  no  foothold  there,"  he  said,  "but  surely  I  must 
make  one.  I  have  no  time  to  waste  amid  the 
flowers  and  fruits  on  the  plains;  there  is  a  desert 
just  beyond,  I  know,  in  which  thousands  are  lost, 
but  I  must  hasten  to  the  heights.  I  faintly  hear, 
even  now,  the  ocean  surge  of  eternity  beating  upon 
the  distant  shore." 

A  silvery  mist,  which  had  wreathed  the  highest 
mountain  crest,  was  now  blown  aside  like  a  veil, 
and  there,  sharply  outlined  against  the  cold,  gray 
sky,  was  a  rude  figure  of  the  sacred  cross.  The  trav- 
eler saw  it  and  hastened  forward.  But  on  the  plains 
he  found  so  many  who  journeyed  on  without  even 
seeing  the  mountain  of  high  ideals,  and  many  who 
were  hurrying  into  the  desert.  Some  were  old  and 
others  were  but  children.  So  he  stopped  and  per- 
suaded them  to  walk  the  narrow  path  over  the 
mountains.  The  shadows  lengthened  and  the  sun 
went  down.  The  white  ocean  spray  could  be  dim- 
ly seen,  but  he  had  found  no  time  to  climb  the 
mountain.  He  never  will  find  time.  But  in  his 
heart  there  is  perfect  peace,  and  a  crown,  star- 
gemmed,  awaits  him. 
,  Ohio. 
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A  Visit  Among  the  Isolated. 

In  compliance  with  the  earnest  request  of  our 
Home  Mission  Board  I  went  to  Green  County,  Pa„ 
Nov.  22,  to  visit  the  isolated  members  in  the  Ryer- 
son  Station  congregation.  This  congregation  has 
seen  many  dark  days,  and  seemingly  has  not 
passed  through  all  yet.  It  has  been  torn  to  pieces 
by  the  seceding  element.  They  took  the  only 
house  that  was  in  said  congregation,  tore  it  down, 
moved  it  to  another  place  and  rebuilt  it  for  their 
own  use.  Thus  this  congregation  is  without  a 
house  of  worship. 

The  sunshine  of  evangelic  love  is  not  throwing 
her  rays  around  this  dear  congregation  as  we  would 
like  to  see  it,  yet  it  is  improving  some.  May  the 
day  hasten  when  these  contending  elements  may  be 
entirely  removed,  so  that  fraternal  love  may  again 
prevail! 

While  among  them  I  held  meetings  wherever  we 
could  get  a  house.     During  my  twelve  days  stay 
held  seven  meetings.    The  Lord  blessed  our  labors 
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prayer  meetings, 


immediate  result  of  three  dear  souls  beinrr 
buried  with  him  in  holy  baptism. 

I  did  all  my  traveling,  while  anion"  them  on 
foot  from  member  to  member,  until  I  "had  visited 
thirty-three  out  of  the  forty-two  that  yet  remain. 

The  members  are  poor  and  scattered  over  ; 
of  country  comprising  about  forty  or  fifty  .... 
That  is  a  drawback  and  disadvantage  to  that  con- 
gregation. Bro.  Adam  Wise  is  their  elder.  He  i> 
eighty-seven  yearsold,  hence  he  is  unable  to  look  aft- 
er the  church,  or  do  any  actual  labor  among  them 
Iney  also  have  one  deacon,  seventy-three  years  old 
While  they  are  left  without  a  minister,  they  have 
not  lost  their  zeal.  They  hold 
and,  in  that  way,  try  to  build  eac 
Master's  cause.  At  Norvough  I  had  thehappy  priv- 
ilege of  meeting  our  dear  brother,  Andrew  Cham- 
bers, who  was  called  from  Virginia  to  his  former 
home  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  mother-sister 
Wise.  I  was  glad  to  meet  him.  He  is  one  of  our 
earnest  and  consecrated  workers.  He  was,  at  one 
time,  a  minister  in  this  congregation,  and  was 
greatly  loved  by  this  community.  He  did  not 
leave  this  congregation  on  account  of  losing  his  in- 
fluence, but  to  give  his  children  an  advantage  that 
they  could  not  get  otherwise.  I  think  if  a  good, 
earnest  minister  would  move  among  these  dear 
people  he  might  build  up  a  good  congregation 
here,  although  he  would  have  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
hard  work,  for  the  hills  are  hard  to  climb,  and 
other  obstacles  are  in  the  way.  They  desire  me  to 
come  back  to  visit  them  in  the  spring,  and  hold 
some  meetings  for  them.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  and  those  dear  lambs,  as  well  as  older  ones, 
too,  to  hold  out  faithful,  is  my  prayer. 

H.  A.  Stahl. 
Glade,  Pa. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


We 


at  11   A.  M., 
Oct.  20. 


th  the  Brethren  of  the  Hurricane 
gregation,  Bond  Co.,  111.,  Sunday,  Oct.  6, 
ntinued  until  Sunday  evening, 
went  to  the  Macoupin  Creek- 
church,  Macoupin  Co.,  III.,  where  Bro.  Chas.  M. 
Yearout  was  preaching,  and  remained  until  after 
their  love  feast,  which  took  place  on  Friday  even- 
ing, Oct.  25.  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  26,  I  com- 
menced meetings  at  the  West  Otter  Creek  church 
and  continued  till  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  17,  when 
we  left  them  with  a  full  house.  We  felt  that  we 
ought  to  have  continued  another  week. 

On  Friday  evening,  Nov.  15,  we  had  a  love  feast 
which  was  a  feast  to  my  soul.  We  communed  with 
some  with  whom  we  will  never  commune  in  this 
world  any  more.  Since  the  meeting  sister  Beckner 
has  gone  to  her  long  home.  When  I  left  Bro. 
Beckner's,  Nov.  18,  to  return  home,  little  did  I 
think  that  so  soon  would  I  hear  of  her  death. 

thing  I  noted  with  pleasure  while  at  the 
feast,— that  the  brethren  and  sisters  conform  to  the 
order  so  well,  especially  the  officers  of  the  church. 
This  is  as  it  should  be.  How  can  we  expect  th 
laymembers  to  conform  when  the  ministers  am 
deacons  do  not?  My  dear  brethren  ministers,  le 
us  try  to  set  examples  that  others  may  follow! 
feel  to  praise  the  churches  in  Macoupin  County  fo 
their  zeal  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Daniel  Wvsong. 
Nappanee,  Ind. 


A  Winter  Love  Feast. 


The  little  band  of  believers  at  Mountain  Dale, 
eight  miles  north  of  Frederick  City,  Md.,  decided 
to  conclude  their  series  of  meetings  with  a  Com- 
munion service  on  Saturday,  Dec.  14,  at  4:30  P.  M. 
The  new  church  was  filled  with  a  quiet  and  inter- 
ested audience.  Many  had  never  witnessed  these 
services.  Nine  brethren  and  nine  sisters  surround- 
ed the  Lord's  Table. 

Eld.  E.  W.  Stoner,  E.  A.  Bruner  and  P.  D. 
Fahrney  officiated.  Greater  attention  and  better 
order  I  never  before  saw.  The  meeting  of  two 
weeks  was  closed  on  Sunday  night,  the  15th  inst., 
with  a  full  house. 

Eld.   Lint  left   on   Wednesday   night  and    Eld. 


E.  W.  Stoner  continued  the  meeting  over  Sunday. 
The  good  work  begun  at  this  place  will,  I  believe, 
result  in  enlightening  and  saving  many  precious 
souls.  Bro.  P.  D.  Fahrney  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  starting  the  work  here.  May  God  bless  him, 
and  may  souls  be  saved  and  God  be  glorified! 

E.  W.  Stoner. 


From  Olen  1  ..stun.  W.  Va. 

Nov.  9  I  started  to  Glen  Easton,  W.  Va.,  to  at- 
tend the  funeral  of  our  dear  mother.  Her  loved 
form  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  family  burying 
ground  Dec.  10.  I  spent  some  time  visiting  the 
members  in  this,  the  Ryerson  Station  congregation. 
The  members  are  scattered  over  a  large  territory, 
and  but  few  have  the  privilege  of  meeting  together 
at  the  same  place.     I  gave  them  a  few  meetings. 

While  I  was  here  Bro.  H.  A.  Stahl  came  among 
them.  He  did  some  preaching,  which  was  very 
acceptable.  He  is  a  good  worker  and  has  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  needs  of  this  place. 

Dec.  2  Bro.  Stahl  left  them  for  other  fields  of 
labor.  There  are  about  ten  members  living  near 
this  place  and  several  of  them  never  had  the  priv- 
ilege of  attending  a  Communion,  so  we  concluded 
to  hold  a  Communion  at  this  place.  On  Monday 
evening,  Dec.  9,  I  met  with  the  "ten,"  at  the  house 
of  Bro.  Francis  Wise  and  had  a  very  happy  and 
pleasant  feast.  The  members  seemed  greatly  built 
up  and  strengthened.  Andrew  Chambers. 

Midland,  Va.,  Dec.  16. 


From  Everett,  Pa. 


nmg  ot  Nov.  24. 

W.   Brumbaugh 

Bro.   Vaniman 

our  new  church. 

tables.     We 

Nov.  28.    Eld. 

with  us. 

'.   concluded   to 

The  lot  fell 


Eld.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of  McPherson,  Kans., 
began  a  series  of  meetings  with  us  in  the  Everett 
church,  Nov.  22,  and  continued  ten  days.  As  an 
immediate  result  two  were  baptized  and  one 
asked  to  be  reclaimed.  His  preaching  was  well 
received  by  the  people  of  Everett.  His  plan  of 
preaching  was  simple,  common-sense  reasoning. 
Our  large  house  was  nightly  filled  to  hear  him. 
We  were  sorry  to  have  him  leave  us  so  soon,  as 
lite  people  were  becoming  very  much  interested. 
We  held  our  love  feast  on  the  ev 
Brethren  Vaniman,  Spanogle,  G 
and  other  ministers  were  present, 
officiated. 

This  was  our  first  love  feast  in  0 
Ninety-six  members  surrounded  th 
held  a  special  Thanksgiving  service 
George  Brumbaugh,  of  Grafton, 

Our  official  force  being  sma 
hold  an  election  for  two  dea< 
on  brethren  James  Hershberger  and  Alonzo  Sim- 
mons, who  were  duly  installed  into  office.  The 
writer  was  also  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of 
the  ministry. 

Bro.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Huntington,  came  to  us  twice, 
and  gave  us  some  good  preaching.  He  promises 
to  be  with  us  frequently.  A.  T.  Simmons. 

Dec.  14. 

From  the  Northeastern  Kansas  Mission. 

I  am  writing  at  the  home  of  Bro.  A.  W.  Reese,  I 
in  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  an  old,  well-known  con- 
tributor to  our  periodicals.  I  closed  a  six  days' 
work  in  the  Atchison  mission  yesterday,  with 
much  encouragement.  I  came  to  the  State  prison, 
and  with  brother  and  sister  G.  H.  Lutz  and  Miss 
Reese  attended  chapel  services.  I  there  addressed 
an  audience  of  about  one  thousand,  Bro.  Lutz  fol- 
lowing with  a  very  appropriate  address  to  the 
prisoners.  After  services  and  dinner  we  were 
escorted  out  to  the  beautiful  lake,  where  we  bap- 
tized two  more  convict  brethren,  in  the  presence 
of  the  chief  warden,  the  turnkey,  the  chief  chap- 
lain, deputy  warden  and  other  officers,  and  citizen 
spectators  to  the  number  of  about  thirty  or  forty 
persons.  Just  before  leaving  the  enclosures  of 
the  prison,  we  were  again  rejoiced  to  learn  of  two 
more  who  will  be  ready  to  be  baptized  when  we 
come  again.  Any  who  may  be  prejudiced  as  to  the 
propriety  of  our  prison  mission  should  once  go  and 
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witness  the  tears  and  attention  durinj 
services.  Sister  Lutz  says  there  was  not  the  sound 
of  a  moving  foot  nor  the  hack  of  a  cough  heard 
during  our  speech.  Hardly  a  face  moved  among 
the  one  thousand  auditors.  As  to  the  courtesy  of 
all  the  officers  and  the  encouragement  to  come 
again  we  have  no  way  to  say  how  much  we  ap- 
preciate it.  It  must  be  seen  to  be  felt.  The 
Gospel  Messenger  is  the  avenue  by  which  the 
Gospel  light  penetrated  these  massive  walls  and 
now  its  radiant  influence  shines  out  as  if  from 
every  crevice.  Wives  and  children,  out  in  the 
open  wilds  of  sin,  are  requested  to  subscribe  and 
learn  how  to  read  and  love  the  Bible.  Who  could 
send  Bro.  J.  H.  Downing,  Lansing,  Kans.,  Box  2, 
Bro.  Miller's  "Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defend- 
ed "  ?  C.  C.  Root. 
Ozawkie.  Kans..  Dec.  23. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  Cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  Irom  n  far  country." 

Onberg,  Pa.— Nov.  24  Bro.  J.  H.  Beer,  of  Rock- 
ton,  Clearfield  Co.,  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  the  Crooked  Creek  church.  He  also 
preached  two  funerals  and  one  Thanksgiving  ser- 
mon. One  sister  was  baptized.  The  members 
were  much  built  up. — 5.  A.  Secrist,  Dec.  16. 

Nevada,  Mo— Bro.  W.  H.  Miller,  of  Jerico,  Mo., 
was  with  us  at  our  regular  meeting  on  the  third 
Sunday  of  this  month,  at  which  time  one  more 
was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  This 
makes  four  received  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed 
during  the  present  season. — D.  D.  Wine,  Dec.  18. 

Nora,  111.— Nov.  26,  Bro.  Witmore  commenced 
preaching  at  Pleasant  Hill,  twenty  miles  north  of 
Waddam's  Grove.  Four  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism,— the  head  of  the  family  and  three  of 
the  children.  In  all,  the  brother  preached  twenty 
good  and  logical  sermons,  closing  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  15  with  a  full  house. — Wm.  K.  Moore,  Dec. 
23. 

Lower  Conewago  Church,  Pa.— We  are  now  en- 
joying a  series  of  meetings,  held  by  Bro.  Henry 
Beelman,  of  Dillsburg,  Pa.  He  commenced  Dec. 
7,  at  Strinestown  and  continued  there  one  week. 
From  there  he  went  to  the  Aughenbaugh's  church, 
where  he  is  now  holding  forth  the  Word  of  Life 
with  earnestness  and  fervency  to  an  attentive  au- 
dience.— J.  B.  KmMe,  Dec.  19. 

On  the  Way.— I  held  a  series  of 
Baugo  church,  commencing  Dec.  8 
were  growing  in  interest  until  thi 
nights  compelled  us  to  close.  Dec.  21  I  met  with 
the  Brethren  of  the  Turkey  Creek  church  in  their 
council-meeting.  This  was  a  pleasant  meeting. 
They  held  a  choice  for  four  deacons.  The  lot  fell 
on  John  Geyer,  Henry  Wysong,  Lafayette  Snider, 
and  John  Brown.  Bro.  J.  C.  Murray  (their  elder)  is 
improving  in  health.  This  church  seems  to  be  in  a 
good  working  order.— y.  H.  Miller. 

Saginaw  Church,  Mich.— Oct.  26  we  held  our 
Communion.  We  had  a  good  meeting.  Bro. 
George  Stone,  of  Carson  City,  was  to  continue  the 
meetings,  but  on  account  of  sickness  near  by,  they 
were  not  continued.  Bro.  Stone  came  to  us  again 
Nov.  23  and  continued  until  Dec.  9  with  good  in- 
terest. At  our  Thanksgiving  services  we  held  a 
collection  for  the  Asia  Minor  mission,  amounting 
to  $4.58.  The  Sabbath  question  having  been  agi- 
tated in  the  neighborhood,  Bro.  Stone  gave  us  two 
sermons  on  that  subject  to  a  well-filled  house.— Le- 
vi Baker,  Olney,  Mich.,  Dec.  15. 

Ollie,  Iowa.— Bro.  Henry  Frantz,  of  Forgy,  Ohio, 
came  to  us  Dec.  4,  to  commence  a  series  of  meet- 
ings. He  remained  until  the  evening  of  the  16th. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended,  with  good  inter- 
est. The  church  has  been  strengthened  and  much 
encouraged  to  go  on  in  the  good  work.  On  Satur- 
day, Dec.  14,  was  held  our  quarterly  council.  We 
reorganized  our  Sunday  school  with  Bro.  F.  H. 
Heilman  as  Superintendent,  and  sister  Addie  Bales 
Assistant.  We  also  decided  to  commence  our  Bi- 
ble reading,  to  continue  every  Thursday  evening 
during  the  winter.— Mary  Heilman. 


leetings  in  the 
Our  meetings 
rain  and  dark 


Flora,  Ind.— We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a  Bible 
term  which  is  being  taught  by  brethren  Rairigh  and 
Gibson.  The  attendance  is  not  large,  owing  to 
the  bad  weather.  Great  interest  is  manifested 
by  those  who  are  attending. — D.  F.  Landis. 

Verdigris  Church,  Kans.— At  our  last  council 
everything  was  settled  satisfactorily.  We  had 
three  dear  old  brethren  to  assist  us.  Bro.  A.  M. 
Dickey,  from  McPherson,  Kans.,  stayed  over  Sun- 
day and  gave  three  good  lessons. —  Henry  Showaller, 
Madison,  Kans. 

Nicklow,  W.  Va. — Our  series  of  meetings,  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Z.  Annon,  closed  Dec.  9.  Although 
there  was  no  large  ingathering,  it  was  a  feast  to 
the  soul.  It  was  one  among  the  most  earnest  ef- 
forts and  warnings  to  sinners,  to  flee  to  the  arms  of 
Jesus,  we  ever  had.  Two  precious  souls  came  out, 
—a  brother  and  sister  who  will  be  baptized  in  the 
future.  One  made  application  to  be  reclaimed 
who  was  referred  to  the  congregation  in  which  she 
lives— 5.  M.  Annon,  Dec.  14. 

Chapman  Creek,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  E.  Young,  of 
Beatrice,  Nebr.,  came  to  us  Nov.  29,  and  continued 
until  Dec.  19,  preaching  twenty-three  able  dis- 
courses. Two  confessed  Christ  and  others  were 
almost  persuaded  to  be  Christians.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended,  and  the  interest  and  attendance 
seemed  to  increase  as  the  meetings  progressed. 
We  think  the  church  has  also  been  revived.  Bro. 
Young  held  afternoon  meetings  on  four  afternoons 
during  the  week,  in  the  community,  which  were 
well  attended.— J.  S.  Baumliaugh,  Moonlight,  Kans., 
Dec.  22. 

Shoal  Creek,  Mo.— Bro.  W.  M.  Harvey,  of  Jas- 
per City,  Mo.,  came  to  us  Dec.  I,  and  began  meet- 
ings the  same  evening,  remaining  till  the  Sth. 
Most  of  the  time  we  had  good  congregations  and 
good  attention.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  7,  was  our 
council.  Five  members  were  received  by  letter, — 
one  a  minister.  He  is  a  good  help  to  us.  Our 
aged  Bro.  Shoe  is  very  feeble.  He  was  anointed 
by  brethren  Harvey  and  Robinson.  Bro.  Shoe  is 
upwards  of  ninety  years  old  and  expresses  a  will- 
ingness to  be  absent  from  the  body  and  present 
with  the  Lord. — Lee  Harader,  Pioneer,  Mo.,  Dec.  10. 

Mansfield,  Ohio.— Bro.  A.  I.  Heestand,  of  Smith- 
ville,  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Richland 
church  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  23,  and  continued 
until  Dec.  13.  Three  were  baptized.  Saturday, 
Nov.  30,  we  held  our  council.  All  business  was 
disposed  of  satisfactorily.  Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  Eld. 
George  Worst,  of  Ashland,  assisted  by  Bro.  Hees- 
tand, was  called  to  anoint  our  elder,  Bro.  James 
McMullen,  who  has  been  dangerously  sick  for 
some  time.  At  this  writing  he  is  no  better.  On 
Sunday  and  Sunday  evening  Bro.  Dessenberg,  of 
Ashland,  preached  two  very  acceptable  sermons 
for  us.— Anna  Brindle. 

Highland,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  Lexington 
church  met  for  public  worship  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Nov.  28.  Bro.  J.  E.  Ockerman  preached  a 
very  appropriate  sermon  for  the  occasion,  after 
which  a  collection  was  taken  up,  to  be  used  as  the 
church  directs,  to  the  amount  of  S5. 10.  The  church 
assembled  in  quarterly  council  Dec.  21.  Bro.  Isaac 
Frantz  will  be  with  us  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings 
the  fore  part  of  January.  We  anticipate  a  good 
meeting.  Our  Sunday  school  still  continues  with 
unabated  interest,  with  the  writer  as  Superinten- 
dent and  Bro.  L.  W.  West,  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent.— y.  G.  McClnre,  Dec.  21. 

Salem  Church,  Kans.— Since  my  last  report  we 
have  had  some  good  meetings.  Bro.  Jacob  Trostle 
paid  us  a  visit  Nov.  3,  and  preached  for  us  some  ac- 
ceptable sermons.  Bro.  J.  P.  Harshbarger  preached 
on  Thanksgiving  Day  and  evening.  Our  church 
gave  liberally  at  this  meeting  for  different  good 
works.  Bro.  W.  R.  Miller,  of  Chicago,  preached 
four  soul-cheering  sermons  for  us.  These  visits 
were  short  but  highly  appreciated  by  us.  Dec  14 
we  met  in  council.  Bro.  E.  Eby  was  retained  as 
our  elder.  If  the  Lord  is  willing  we  expect  to 
commence  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  1.  Bro.  J.  S. 
Mohler  is  expected  to  do  the  preaching.— L.  E. 
Fallmey,  Sterling,  Kans.,  Dec.  ly. 


Grenola,  Kans.— Eld.  Sidney  Hodgden  arrived  at 
this  place  Dec.  7,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings. 
The  saints  were  edified  by  eleven  good  sermons. 
Eld.  Hodgden  and  wife  took  their  departure  Dec. 
16  to  other  fields  of  labor—  Katie  Sell,  Dec.  18. 

Dunlap,  Kans.— The  Cottonwood  church  met  in- 
council  Dec.  14.  We  received  one  letter;  also- 
granted  one  letter.  Bro.  Jas.  A.  Stouder  was  with 
us,  and  gave  us  some  good  counsel.  A  soliciting 
committee  of  five  brethren  was  appointed  to  do> 
what  soliciting  and  raising  of  funds  they  could; 
towards  building  a  meetinghouse.  May  the  good 
Lord  bless  and  help  us  in  our  undertaking! — yohn. 
G.  Sargent,  Dec.  20. 

Clover  Creek,  Pa.— Bro.  D.  D.  Wine,  of  Ohio,, 
began  a  series  of  meetings  Nov.  16,  in  the  Clover 
Creek  meeting  house,  preaching  twenty  soul-cheer- 
ing sermons.  One  dear  soul  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side  and  was  received  by  baptism.  Dec.  3 
he  began  preaching  in  the  Martinsburg  meeting- 
house, same  congregation,  preaching  fifteen  ser- 
mons. One  dear  sister  was  reclaimed  and  the 
church  was  greatly  built  up.— 7.  G.  Mock. 

Bolinger,  La.— Once  more  we  have  been  favored 
with  a  series  of  meetings.  Nov.  29  Bro.  D.  L. 
Forney  came  to  our  place,  and  held  meetings  until 
Dec.  9.  These  meetings  were  very  thankfully  re- 
ceived by  the  few  members,  as  well  as  quite  a  num- 
ber of  others  who  were  regular  in  attendance. 
Bro.  Forney  found  several  more  members  here 
than  last  spring.  We  have  a  Sunday  school  now. 
We  thought  some  of  trying  to  organize  a  church, 
but  it  was  finally  decided  to  wait  until  later.  We 
have  no  minister  here  yet.  Any  minister  passing 
this  way  any  time  is  requested  to  stop  over  and. 
preach  for  us.— M.  S.  Bolinger,  Dec.  18. 

Carlisle,  Ark.— We  are  just  at  the  close  of  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  town  of  Carlisle.  Bro.  D. 
L.  Forney,  of  Palestine,  has  been  doing  the  preach- 
ing. We  believe  the  members  have  been  built  up 
and  made  stronger  in  the  faith.  At  our  former 
meetings,  which  were  held  in  the  country  the  last 
of  October,  five  were  baptized,  and  all  are  seeming- 
ly enjoying  themselves  in  the  service  of  God.  Bro. 
and  sister  Gish  are  also  with  us.  We  expect  to 
have  meeting  to-morrow  (Christmas.)  We  have 
many  calls  for  preaching  which  cannot  be  filled. 
Who  will  come  and  locate  among  the  scattered 
members  and  build  up  the  cause  of  the  Master? — 
Chas.  E.  Dclp,  Dec.  24. 

Granger,  Ind.— Eleven  members  partook  of  a 
love  feast  near  this  place  on  Christmas  evening. 
It  came  about  in  this  way.  A  young  woman  was 
far  away  from  home,  and  very  sick  both  in  body 
and  soul.  Word  was  sent  by  telegram  for  father, 
mother  and  an  elder.  The  parents  came  at  a  late 
hour  in  the  evening,  and  with  them  came  Bro. 
Alex.  Miller,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.  At  early  dawn, 
the  next  morning,  the  sick  girl  was  carried  into  the 
water  and  baptized.  She  was  very  much  concerned 
about  herself  now.  Death  seemed  very  near.  In 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  she  was'  anointed  and 
partook  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  Communion. 
At  this  date  she  is  gaining  health  and  strength. — 
Cannon  Smith,  South  Bend,  Lnd.,  Dec.  28. 

Danville  Church,  Ohio.— Our  quarterly  council 
was  well  attended  and  all  business  passed  off  pleas- 
antly. Two  more  have  been  added  to  the  church 
since  our  protracted  meeting  closed, — an  aged  fa- 
ther and  mother  in  Israel,  one  being  seventy-seven 
and  the  other  seventy-three  years  of  age.  They 
sent  for  father  to  converse  with  them  on  the  sub- 
ject of  religion  and,  being  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  agreed  to 
unite  with  the  church  at  some  time  in  the  future. 
The  water  at  this  time  being  very  cold  and  icy,  they 
deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  a  while,  but,  on  medi- 
tating, they  called  for  father  again  the  following 
day  and  they  decided  to  have  the  rite  of  baptism 
administered.  They  formerly  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  church,  having  belonged  to  that 
body  for  over  fifty  years.  The  pastor  of  that 
church  called  on  them  the  day  following  their 
immersion,  and  criticised  them  severely.— Flora 
Workman,  Rolla,  Ohio,  Dec.  24. 
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Glendale,  Arizona.— Saturday,  Dec.  21  was  I 
Brethren's  quarterly  council-meeting  here  Five 
were  received  by  letter.  This  congregation  now 
numbers  thirty  or  more,  with  three  ministers  and 
two  deacons.  We  expect  to  hold  a  love  feast 
about  the  latter  part  of  February  .—John  E.  Mohler. 

Milledgeville,  Ill.-Our  series  of  meetings,  at 
the  Milledgeville  church,  closed  Sunday  night,  the 
15th.  The  interest  and  attendance  were  good  all 
through  the  meeting,  and  still  increasing  at  the 
■close,  but  my  health  not  being  good  and  the  roads 
getting  muddy,  the  church  thought  best  to  close 
for  the  present.  The  church  seemed  much  re- 
vived and  we  think  some  impressions,  at  least,  have 
been  made  on  the  outsiders, 
water  but  God  must  give  th> 
Fike. 


Ne  may  plant  and 
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Salem  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  Crosswhite  closed  a 
very  interesting   series   of  sermons   at  our  central 
house  last  night.     He  had  been  preacl 
night  for  three  weeks,  with  the  excepti 
which  appointments  were  filled  by  the  h 
ters.     We  also  had    a    number    of  day    meetings. 
Twelve  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and 
one    reclaimed.     Bro.    Crosswhite   goes   from  here 
home,  to  attend  some  meetings  that  are  being  held 
in  his  home  church.     May  the  good  Lord  go  with 
him  and    bless    his    labors    everywhere!— Jesse  K. 
Brumbaugh,  Union,  Ohio,  Dec.  23, 

Harlan,  Iowa.— Bro.  S.  J.  Miller,  of  McPherson, 
Kans.,  has  been  stopping  with  our  little  band  of 
members  since  October.  At  one  of  our  council- 
meetings  he  had  the  privilege  of  baptizing  a  dear 
sister.  He  has  delivered  a  number  of  excellent 
sermons.  He  and  the  writer  held  a  two  weeks'  se- 
ries of  meetings.  To-day  our  brother  takes  his 
leave.  We  shall  feel  our  loss  very  much.  We  have 
decided  to  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school,  and 
contemplate  organizing  a  prayer  and  social  meet- 
.  ing  or  Bible  reading  in  the  near  future.  We  now 
have  regular  preaching  every  two  weeks.  We  have 
a  large  field  here  and  only  one  resident  minister. 
Any  minister  thinking  of  changing  his  location 
could  do  well  to  come  to  this  field.  Any  desired 
information  will  be  furnished  by  addressing  the 
writer. — Nathan  C.  Hiatt,  Dec,  23. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans. — Nov.  29  wife  and  I 
went  to  Olcott,  Reno  Co.,  Kans.,  to  visit  our  old- 
est son.  We  had  a  meeting  Dec.  I  and  next  day 
went  to  our  second  son's,  where  I  held  one  meet- 
ing in  a  schoolhouse  near  by.  Dec.  7  I  met  the 
Kingman  County  church  in  quarterly  council.  We 
had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Arrangements  were  com- 
pleted for  your  correspondent  to  take  the  over- 
sight as  elder.  The  same  night  I  preached  at 
Kline's  schoolhouse,  near  New  Murdock,  same 
County.  We  had  a  meeting  at  the  same  place 
Sunday  forenoon  and  at  night;  also  Monday  night. 
Tuesday  we  were  taken  to  Cleveland,  same  church, 
where  I  commenced  services  in  the  evening,  and 
continued  each  evening  till  over  Sunday.  We 
closed  Sunday  evening  with  a  crowded  house.  I 
am  pleased  with  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  its  en- 
larged form.  It  ought  to  be  in  every  family. — John 
Wise,  Dec.  20. 

Ludlow  Church,  Ohio.  —  The  members  of  the 
Ludlow  district  held  a  special  council  Dec.  14,  in 
which  Bro.  Joseph  Landis  was  elected  to  the  min- 
istry. Many  years  ago  Bro.  Landis'  father,  with 
a  little  band  of  followers,  severed  his  connection 
from  the  Brotherhood.  Later  Bro.  Joseph  became 
a  minister  and  leader  of  the  little  band,  which 
place  he  filled  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  and 
wife  were  received  by  baptism  into  the  Brethren 
church.  Among  quite  a  number  of  ministers 
from  other  districts  was  Bro.  John  Smith,  of  Wood- 
land, Mich.,  who,  on  Saturday  evening  and  Sunday 
following,  came  to  the  Painter  Creek  house  and  de- 
livered two  of  his  practical  sermons.  Three  have 
united  with  the  church  in  this  district  since  our 
last  report,  and  on  Thanksgiving  there  was  one 
sister  baptized  from  the  Salem  church.  Bro.  Wm. 
Bowser  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Paint- 
er Creek  house  Dec.  2i.—LeviMinnich,  Dec.  19. 
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Ligonier,  Pa.— I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
at  Bolivar,  Oct.  24,  and  continued  over  two  Sun- 
days. The  interest  was  good  and  the  house  crowd- 
ed with  attentive  listeners—  Theo.  Hcipel. 

Greene  Church,  Iowa.  -Bro.  William  Eisenbise 
commenced  meetings  here  Dec.  9,  and  closed  last 
night.  The  members  were  much  built  up.  Four 
young  men  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
baptized  yesterday.— Louie  Aurand,  Dec.  2j. 

Mt.  Jackson,  Va.-Our  dear  brother,  S.  F.  Sang- 
er, of  Bridgewater,  came  to  our  place,  Cedar  Grove, 
and  began  a  series  of  meetings.  He  labored  earn- 
estly for  us  for  two  weeks.  His  work  was  much  ap- 
preciated. Three  were  received  by  baptism,  and 
one  reclaimed  that  had  wandered  from  the  fold.— 
B.  W.  Neff. 

A  Happy  Correction.— Five  instead  of  four  were 
baptized  at  our  meeting  in  Wolf  Creek.  A  precious 
young  daughter  of  one  of  the  Brethren  came  at  the 
last  meeting,  which  was  rather  a  private  meeting, 
held  in  the  evening,  to  baptize  a  young  teacher. 
Not  being  present,  I  did  not  make  the  correct  re- 
port. May  many  more  follow  her  example!— Jno. 
Cahnn  Bright. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa.— Our  Bible  Term 
closed  on  Dec.  7.  It  was  conducted  by  Bro.  S.  Z. 
Sharp,  of  McPherson,  Kans.  It  was  well  attended 
and  a  good  interest  was  shown.  Bro.  Sharp  also 
preached  a  soul-inspiring  Thanksgiving  sermon, 
after  which  a  collection  was  taken  for  charitable 
and  missionary  purposes,  amounting  to  S40.00. — J. 
H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Aughwick,  Pa.— Bro.  Walter  S.  Long,  one  of 
our  home  ministers,  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings on  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  24,  and  continued 
until  Dec.  [5.  He  preached  in  all,  twenty-two  ser- 
mons. Bro.  Long's  plain  and  sound  preaching 
awakened  a  deep  interest  in  this  community. 
There  were  thirteen  baptized  on  Sunday,  the  day 
the  meeting  closed.— R.  M.  Wakefield. 

Upper  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.— Dec.  2  Eld. 
Samuel  Utz,  of  Maryland,  came  to  Huntsdale,  and 
labored  faithfully  until  the  12th.  Two  were  bap- 
tized. We  only  have  to  regret  that  his  stay  was  so 
short.  Dec.  28  our  home  ministers  expect  to  com- 
mence a  series  of  meetings  at  Green  Spring,  and  on 
Jan.  II  Bro.  H.  C.  Early,  of  Virginia,  is  expected  to 
commence  a  series  of  meetings  in  Jacksonville. — 
J.  E.  Hollinger,  Dec.  21. 

Danville,  Ohio. — Bro.  Leckrone,  of  Perry  county, 
Ohio,  began  meetings  Nov.  28,  in  the  Valley  meet- 
ing-house, and  continued  until  Dec.  6.  Although 
the  roads  and  weather  were  unfavorable,  the  inter- 
est-and  attendance  were  good,  and  so  continued  un- 
til the  close.  This  meetinghouse  was  built  a  few 
years  ago  by  sister  Nancy  Workman,  who  is  now  in 
very  feeble  health,  but  her  affliction  does  not  les- 
sen her  anxiety  for  the  good  of  the  Master's  cause. 
— C.  J.  Workman. 

Eel  River  Church,  Ind. — Bro.  Dorsey  Hodgden 
came  to  us  Nov.  30,  and  preached  for  us  until  Dec. 
15,  when  he  received  word  to  come  home,  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  in  the  family.  Bro.  L.  T.  Hol- 
singer,  of  the  North  Manchester  church,  then  took 
up  the  work  and  continued  the  meetings  night  and 
day  until  Dec.  17.  Twenty-three  were  received  by 
baptism,  and  one  reclaimed.  Never,  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  old  Eel  River  church,  has  there 
been  such  a  large  ingathering,  in  so  short  a  period, 
for  which  we  feel  to  give  God  the  praise. — C.  C. 
Arnold. 

Dayton,  Va. — The  members  of  the  Cook's  Creek 
congregation  are  in  fair  working  order,  with  a 
membership  of  live  workers.  Our  home  mission 
field  has  been  pretty  well  worked  recently,  by  Bro. 
Samuel  Driver,  and  others,  resulting  in  twenty- 
three  additions.  The  Sunday  schools  at  Bridge- 
water  and  Garber's  church,  were  well  attended  dur- 
ing the  summer,  and  the  Bible  class  at  Bridge- 
water  is  continued  during  the  winter.  The  contri- 
butions from  the  Bridgewater  Sunday  school  for 
missionary  purposes  footed  up  831.52,  and  that  of 
Garber's  church  Sunday  school,  S8.0O.— .7.  M.  Ka- 
gey,  Dec.  16. 


Swales,  Pa.-Bro.  H.  C.  Early  has  just  closed 
an  interesting  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lost  Creek 
congregation,  after  delivering  eighteen  telling  ser- 
mons to  large,  increasing  and  attentive  congrega- 
tions. As  an  immediate  result,  eight  precious 
souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  while  the  saints 
were  much  revived.— John  Hart,  Sec. 

Grand  Junction,  Colo.— We  are  located  near 
Grand  Junction,  and  expect  to  make  this  our  future 
field  of  labor.  Any  one  knowing  of  any  of  our 
members,  or  their  children,  living  anywhere  in 
Grand  Valley,  Colo.,  would  favor  me  by  sending  me 
their  names,  so  that  I  might  call  on  them.  I  am 
now  distributing  tracts  and  also  trying  to  sell  a  few 
of  Bro.  Miller's  books.  I  have  arranged  to  hold 
meetings  at  a  schoolhouse  in  the  country  every  two 
weeks.— D.  M.  Click,  Dec.  21. 

Yellow  River  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  W.  B.  Neff,  of 
Milford,  came  to  us  Nov.  23  and  commenced  a 
series  of  meetings  that  evening,  preaching  in  all 
twenty-seven  soul-cheering  sermons,  including  one 
funeral.  Five  dear  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  while  still  more  are  impressed  with  the 
thought  that  they  are  not  doing  their  duty.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  with  a  good  in- 
terest. The  Brethren  held  their  quarterly  council 
Dec.  13.  The  business  that  came  before  the  church 
was  adjusted  in  a  brotherly  manner.—  Alice  Voder, 
Bourbon,  Ind.,  Dec.  iy. 

Rockingham,  Mo.— Bro.  F.  W.  Dove,  of.Cabool, 
Mo.,  recently  held  a  week's  meetings  at  Millville. 
From  there   he  came   to   the    Rockingham  church 
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results.     Nine  have  been   baptized  since  Nov.   10- 
J,  II.  Shirkey,  Dec.  i7. 

Crescent  City,  Okla.  —  Bro.  Joseph  Glick,  of 
Hoyle  Creek,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Dec. 
I,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Mt.  Hope  church,  near  the 
place  where  wife,  self  and  three  other  members  are 
living.  We  are  six  miles  west  of  the  meeting- 
house. Two  were  baptized.  There  are  two  ap- 
plicants and  two  want  to  return  to  the  fold.  There 
is  an  excellent  prospect  for  many  sheaves  to  be 
gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ.  At  this  point 
our  home  ministers,— brethren  G.  W.  Landis  and 
J.  O.  Brubaker,— have  been  preaching  for  two 
years.  We  have  been  having  a  Sunday  school. — A. 
y,  Peebles  Dec.  18. 

Union  Church,  Ind. — Our  series  of  meetings  be- 
gan Saturday  evening,  Dec.  7.  Bro.  J.  V.  Felt- 
house,  of  Elkhart,  was  with  us  only  fourteen  days, 
and  gave  us  twenty-two  practical  and  soul-cheering 
sermons,  which  resulted  in  eighteen  accessions  to 
the  church, — sixteen  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed. 
The  majority  of  this  number  are  our  Sunday  school 
scholars,  which  proves  to  us  that  the  Sunday  school 
work  is  like  bread  cast  upon  the  waters.  Christ- 
mas day  our  ministering  brethren, — Henricks  and 
Appelman, — were  called  to  anoint  a  dear  sister 
who  has  been  afflicted  for  more  than  a  year.  A 
large  congregation  met  at  the  church  on  Christmas 
night  for  public  worship. — Laura  Appelman,  Ply- 
mouth, Ind.,  Dec.  26. 

Pine  Creek  Church,  111.— The  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Dec.  18.  The  members  seemed 
to  be  in  remarkably  good  spirits  and  showed  a  com- 
mendable zeal  for  the  cause.  One  made  a  great 
sacrifice  to  retain  her  membership.  If  more  would 
do  the  same,  there  would  be  fewer  dismissed  from 
membership.  Two  have  been  baptized  since  our  r_ 
last  report  and  two  reclaimed.  Provisions  were 
made  for  sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor  and 
others.  On  Sunday  evening,  Dec.  22,  a  few  mem- 
bers met  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Geo.  Hedrick,  who 
was  baptized  some  weeks  ago.  He  is  a  great  suffer- 
er from  dropsy.  He  realizes  that  his  time  is  short 
for  this  world  and  says  he  is  ready  to  go  now, 
though  he  would  like  to  live  longer  if  he  could  do 
more  good. — John  Hechman. 
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"GARNER-ZUCK.-At  the  residence  of 
Bro.  W.  1).  Tisdale,  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa' 
Dec  10  lSi)S,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  lred 
A  Garner  and  sister  Anna  Zuck,  both  of 
Cedar  County,  Iowa.  M.  M.  SHERHICK. 

HULL-BADGER.-At  my  residence  in 
Colfax  Township,  Dallas  Co.,  Iowa,  Dec.  18, 
,895,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Hull 
and  sister  Susan  E.   BadBer,  both  of  Dallas 


C.  S.  McNutt. 


ULR1CH.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Bu 
Creek  church,  Henry  Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  14,  181 
sister  Catharine  Ulrich,  wife  of  friend  David 
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Kepner,  aged  74  years,  7  months  ana  10 
days.  Deceased  came  with  her  husband.  Bro. 
B.  H.  Kepner,  to  Northern  Illinois  at  an 
early  day  and  settled  in  the  Waddams  Grove 
church.  During  the  greater  part  of  her  life 
she  was  an  earnest,  faithful  member  of  the 
Brethren  church,  always  willing  and  ready 
to  help  in  every  good  work 
end  her  trust  in  the  Lord  1 
all    things 
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WISE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ryi 
alion  congregation,  Pa.,  Nov.  8,  1895,  Sarah 
'ise  wife  of  Eld.  Adam  Wise,  aged  74  years, 
months  and  2  days.  She  was  a  steadfast 
ember    of   the    Brethren    church    fo: 
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County,  Mil.     Fourteen  years 

grated    to     Wayne     County, 

services  from   Rev.    14: 12,   13 

Bowman,    assisted    by    the    writer.    She  was 

buried  in  the  Ulrich  graveyard  near  Hagers- 

town,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind.  I.  B.  WlKE. 

GLICK  —  In  the  Bethel  church,  Mo.,  Nov. 
26,  1895,  Bro.  Samuel  Click,  aged  60  years 
10  months  and  24  days.  Bro.  Glick  was  borr 
in  Shenandoah  Co.,  Va.  He  came  to  Holl 
County,  Mo.,  in  1857.  He  was  married  tc 
Mertina  E.  1'ierson  Dec.  25,  1861.  To  them  ]oe  and  A„ 
were  born  six  children.  His  wife  and  four 
children  are  still  bring.  Three  of  his  chil 
dreu  are  in  the  church.  He  was  anointed  a 
few  weeks  before  his  death.  Funeral  services 
by  Bro.  Peter  Whitmer. 

SHEETS.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Mo.,  Dec. 
II,  1S9S,  Bro.  Josiah  W.  Sheets,  aged  52  years, 
6  mouths  and  1  day.  Bro.  Sheets 
in  Augusta  County,  Va.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
eight  children  to  mourn  his  departure.  Four 
of  his  children  are  in  the  church.  Bro.  Sheets 
and  Bro.  Click  were  buried  just  two  weeks 
apart.  Both  were  deacons  in  the  church  and 
will  be  sadly  missed.  SARAH  Haines. 

HORN.— At  her  home,  near  Kirby,  Ohio, 
Dec.  IS,  1895,  Elizabeth  Horn,  wife  of  Adam 
Horn,  aged  56  years,  8  months  and  11  days. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  four  children. 
Funeral  services  by  J.  F.  Slough  (of  the 
Church  of  God),  from  Job  14:  14. 
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Id)  Pharmer,  aged 
14  days.  She  was  Dorn  in 
Preble  County,  Ohio,  June  8,  1806.  At  about 
the  age  of  twenty-tw©  years  she  was  united 
in  -marriage  to  Benjamin  Burns.  They  lived 
near  Hamilton,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of  years. 
From  there  they  moved  to  Union  County, 
Ind.,  and  settled  near  her  late  home,  where 
they  lived  until  the  death  of  her  husband, 
which  occurred  long  ago.  To  them  were  born 
two  children.  Her  second  husband,  James 
Pharmer,  has  been  dead  a  number  of  years. 
She  was  a  faithful. member  of  the  church  un- 
til death.  Funeral'  services  conducted  in  the 
Baptist  church  near  her  home  by  Eld.  Carey 
Toney.  Text,  Job  14: 14-  The  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  near  by. 

Clara  A.  Payton. 

CRAMER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Chippewa 
Valley  church,  Nov.  23,  1895,  friend  Jonathan 
Cramer,  aged  6c  years,  10  months  and  12 
days.  A  wife  and  six  children  are  left.  Fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  H.  C. 
Baker.  E-  E-  J°YCE- 

ALBRIGHT— In  the  Clover  Creek  church, 
!ar  Roaring  Springs,  Pa.,  Nov.  18,  1895,  of 
dropsy,  sister  Catharine  Albright,  aged  79 
nd  22  days.  In  the 
d  that  she  did  not  lie  down  more  than 
eight  hours.  She  was  the  wife  of  one  of  ou 
oldest  deacons,— Sarnnel  B.  Albright,-in  tb 
above-named  church.  Funeral  services  wen 
conducted  by  Eld.  Brice  Sell    and    Michael 


by  the  writer. 

ROOF.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Rock- 
ingham Co.,  Va.,  Nov.  26,  1895.  of  pneumonia, 
Bro.  Joseph  Roof,  aged  60  years,  II  months 
and  25  days.  Bro.  Roof  was  much  esteemed 
by  all.  He  was  sick  only  one  week.  Funeral 
services  by  brethren  J.  W.  Click  and  Jacob 
Thomas.  M.  B-  Miller 

BEER.— In  the  Maquoketa  church,  Io 
Dec.  I,  1895,  of  old  age,  at  the  residence 
her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Flubbard,  in  M 
mouth,   Jackson  Co.,  Iowa,   Anna    Beer,  a) 

years.  J-  Shultz 


and  Ida  Miller. 

FINKEY.-In  the  South  Bend  church,  Dec. 
,4  ,895.  of  diphtheria,  Mary  Elizabeth  Finkey, 
little  daughter  of  friend  George  and  sister 
Lona  Finkey. 

FINKEY.— In  the  same  family,  Dec.  19, 
189?.  of  diphtheria,  Pearly  Ethel  Finkey. 

WM.  H.  FlNKENMNDER. 

BURGARD.-In  the  Camp  Creek  church, 
McDonough  Co.,  111.,  July  24,  1895,  katy 
Burgard,  daughter  of  Bro.  Daniel  Burgard 
n  her  19th  year.  Funeral  services  by  Conrad 
Fitz. 

BURGARD— In  the  same  church,  Nov.  12, 
1895.  sister  Dessa  Burgard,  sister  of  the  fore- 
going, aged  26  years.  Illness,  in  both  cases, 
Funeral  services  by 
S.  S.  Hummer. 
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GIBBS— At  her  home,  near  Goshen,  Ohio, 
Sept.  10,  1895,  sister  Sarah  Gibbs  (»«  Spinnel), 
aged  about  67  years.  Deceased  was  born  in 
England  in  1828,  and  was  married  to  Joseph 
Gibbs  in  1846.  She  was  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  all  married  but  two  who  preceded 
her.  She  united  with  the  church  a  number 
61  years  ago.    She  was  deprived  of  her  he; 
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ALBRIGHT.— At  the 
1895,  Elmer  Albright, 
Anna  Albright,  aged  4 
Funeral  services  by  Bro 


pla 


Nov.  30. 


son  of  Charley  and 
months  and  5  days. 
John  B.  Miller. 

J.  R.  Stayer. 

MILLER.— In  the  Fredonia  church,  Wil- 
son Co.,  Kans.,  Nov.  14,  1895,  Myra  Eunice, 
youngest  daughter  of  Bro.  Benton  F.  and 
sister  Belinda  Miller,  aged  3  years,  5  months 
and  12  days.  Funeral  services  Dec.  7,  1895, 
by  the  writer,  from  Luke  8:  52. 

S.  E.  Thompson. 


the 


CAYLOR 
ilton  Co..  Ind.,  Dec.  I 
Caylor,  aged  86  years 
was  the  wife  of  Eld.  t 
ceded  her  in  death  six 
84  years.    They  were  1 


Arcadia  church, 
11,    1895. 


YOUNG.— Near  Deshler,  Ohio,  Sept.  — , 
1895,  Jacob  Irvin  Young,  aged  40  years,  3 
months  and  23  days.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
live  children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  David 
Lytle.  from  2  Cor.  5: 1. 

BECKl'ORD.— In  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  27,  189S,  James  Beckford,  aged  76  years, 
8  months  and  22  days.  Dec.  31,  1S44,  he  was 
married  to  Mary  Jane  Smith,  of  Licking 
County,  1  lino.  To  this  union  were  born  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Bro.  David  Lytle,  from  Isa. 
3:  ,0.  Viola  Rau. 

GILLIAM.— In  the  Salem  church,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  Ohio,  Dec.  14.  1895,  sister  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Andrew  Gilliam,  and  daughter 
of  Jacob  Nisley,  aged  56  years,  II  months  and 
6  days.  Sister  Elizabeth  was  afflicted  for 
about  eleven  years.  The  last  five  years  she 
was  a  great  sufferer,  and  the  last  fou: 
her  agony  was  intense.  She  was  joined  in 
holy  matrimony  to  Bro.  Gilliam,  leb.  19,  i860, 
united  with  the  Brethren  (Dunker)  church 
in  the  year  1857,  and  lived  a  faithful  member 
up  to  her  death.  Funeral  services  at  our 
central  house,  from  the  words:  "  She  hath 
done  what  she  could,"  Mark  14:8,  by  Eld. 
Jesse  Kinsey  and  the  writer. 

Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 

CROYLE.— In  the  Johnstown  congregation, 
Dec.    12,    10,5,  sister  Lucy  Croyle,  wife  of  Bro. 

Aar.jn    Croyle,   aged   67   years.   4    months   and 

•    irldays.     Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro. 

G.  S.  Kairigh.  A.  J.  Stkayer. 

FRRNGER— In  the  Turkey  Creek  church, 
it  Co.,  Ind..  Dec.  16,  1895,  Bro.  John 
1  renger,  aned  40  years,  3  months  and  1 1 
days,  lie  leaves  a  wife  and  seven  children 
Funeral  services  from  Matt.  24:44  by  the 
writer  and  others.  Daniel  Wysonu. 


eight  survive.  S 
church  in  1S26  an 
Funeral  occasion 
by  Levi  Holsinger. 


SHIVELY.— At  hei 
I.,  Dec.  14,  '895.  ; 
daughter  of  Eld.  Jol: 
Bro.  Andrew  Shively, 
and  9  days.  She  leav 
and  three  childi 
of  the 


onths.  She 
lias  Caylor,  who  pre- 
vears,  at  the  age  of 
named  in  1825.  To 
:n  children,  of  whom 
joined  the  Brethren 
2d  faithful  until  death. 
jved  from  Job  14:  13 
Elias  Smeltzer. 

home  in  Cerro  Gordo, 

;ter    Barbara    Shively, 

Metzger,  and  wife  of 

iged  Go  years,  S  months 

Yes  a  faithful  companion 

all  of  whom  are  members 

was  a   faithful  and  de- 


)ted 


ir  of  the  church  for  about  forty- 
Seldom  was  her  seat  vacant  al 
leral  by  the  Brethren. 

WM.  Landis. 


/GIBBLE.— In  the  Upper  Cumberland 
gregation,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  7, 
Bro.    Henry   Gibble,  aged  81  years,  5  m 
and  g  days.     In    1851  he  was  elected  ti 
office   of  deacon,   in    which   office  he    served 
faithfully.     Funeral  discourse  by  Bro.  Samuel 
Utz,  assisted  by  the    Brethren,  from    Philpp. 
j.  21>  J.  E.  Hollinger. 

THOMAS.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Chippewa 
Valley  church,  Wis.,  Nov.  30,  1895,  sister 
Elizabeth  Thomas  (nee  Baker)  aged  55  years, 
5  months  and  3  days.  Deceased  was 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  June  27,  1840.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  she  united  with  the 
Brethren  church.  At  the  age  of  twenty-foui 
years  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Vai 
Buren  County,  Mich.,  where  she  was  unitei 
riage  to*D.  B.  Thomas,  Nov.  i,  1868 
In  the  fall  of  1875  she,  with  her  husband  and 
family,  moved  to  Dunn  County,  Wis.  She 
nted  in  February,  1873  and  again  in 
September,  1895.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 
children.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  T.  D.  Van  Buren,  of  Chippewa 
County.  Katie  Joyce. 

BURNS.— In  the  Hudson  church,  McLean 
Co.,  111.,  Nov.  20,  1895,'  of  paralysis,  sister 
Nancy  Burns,  aged  76  years,  9  months  and 
21  days.  Six  weeks  before  her  dealh  she 
came  to  her  brother-in-law's,  Samuel  Stuts- 
man, to  attend  a  series  of  meetings  and  Com- 
munion. Taking  sick,  she  called  for  the 
elders  of  the  church  to  be  anointed.  The 
writer  and  Bro.  Levi  Stoneburner,  of  Ind 
attended  to  the  solemn  rite.  She  was  r 
ed  and  very  happy.  After  her  rt 
home  she  attended  to  her  housework  again, 
enjoying  good  health  for  about  five  weeks, 
when,  after  a  few  days'  illness,  paralysis  end- 
ed her  life  in  a  few  hours.  Funeral  services 
by  Bro.  L.  A.  Pollock,  from  Ps.  90: 10-12. 

Thomas  D.  Lyon. 
Edenton, 


.use  by  Bro.  B.  Landis. 

GIBBS.— At  the  same  home,  Nov.  18,  1895, 

membranous   croup,   Chester,  only  son   of 

'm.  Gibbs,  deceased,  aged  9  years.    Funeral 

:  the  house  by    the    M,    E.    minister,  after 

which  he  was  laid  away  in  the  cemetery  near 

GIBBS.— At  the  same  home,  Dec  2,  1895, 
of  the  same  disease,  Nettie,  only  daughter  of 
the  above-named  parents,  aged  7  years.  Fu- 
neral by  the  same  minister. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Lesh. 

FINGERLY.— In  Collins,  Wyoming  Terri- 
tory, Mary  Ann  Fingerly,  wife  of  John  Finger- 
ly,  aged  38  years,  10  months  and  24  days. 
She  was  born  in  Roanoke  County,  Va.  She 
moved  to  Ohio  shortly  after  the  war,  with  her 
parents  and  family;  stayed  there  four  years, 
then  moved  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Sanga- 
mon County,  where  she  was  baptized.  She 
leaves  a  husband  and  two  children.  Funeral 
from  1  Pet.  1:24,  by  Samuel  Yost. 

Anna  Morgan. 


LEUPOLD.— In  the  Coventry  church,  Ches- 
ter Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  17,  1S95,  sister  Sarah  Leu- 
pold,  aged  92  years,  10  months  and  18  days. 
;d  with  the  church  in  her  younger 
days  and,  on  account  of  persecution  by  her 
husband,  because    of    her  faith,  moved 

of  the  younger  children  to  the  White 
Oak  church,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  wh 
lived  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  She  then 
removed  again  to  the  Coventry  church,  to  her 
son's,  also  a  member,  where  she  died.  She 
was  a  faithful  sister  to  the  end.  Funeral  dis- 
course by  Bro.  Jacob  Conner,  and  others,  from 
job  5: 26.  Hiram  Gibble. 

SNYDER.— At  the  home  of  her  daughter's, 
sister  Hettie  Nusbaum,  Linganore,  Md.,  Nov. 

22,  1895,  of  paralysis,  sister  Mary  Ann  Snyder,        PRINGLE— At     her     home, 
aged  74  years  and  10  months.     She  was  afflict-    Ohio,  sister  Catharine  Pringle  (; 
ed  for  three  years   and   confined   to  her  bed    aged  68  years.    She  was  born   in    France 
fourteen   months,  but  bore  her  affliction  pa-    iS2(j,  was  married  to  Philip  Pringle,  and  the 
tiently.     Services  at  the  house  by  Bro.  W.  T.    mother  of  nine  childi 

Miller.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  the  they  all  strive  to  meet  their  mother  in  heave 
Pipe  Creek  cemetery.  Funeral  at  the  church  Funeral  was  preached  at  the  Stone  Li< 
by  elders  E.  W.  Stoner  and  John  Utz.  Text,  church.  Her  remains  were  interred  at  tl 
1  Cor.  15:26.  M.  E.  Ecker.     JStouder  cemetery,  Mrs.  Lydia  Lesh. 


SNYDER.— In  the  Yellow  River  congrega- 
tion, Bourbon,  Ind.,  Nov.  22,  1895,  Bro.  Henry 
Snyder,  aged  about  35  years.  He  leaves  a 
wife,  two  sons  and  three  stepsons.  Funeral 
services  by  Bro.  Wm.  Neff,  of  Milford,  as- 
sisted by  the  writer,  from  Rev.  14: 13. 

J.  H.  Sellers. 

WILSON.— In  the  Pine  Creek  church,  Mar- 
shall Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  10,  1895,  Bro.  Daniel 
Wilson,  aged  77  years,  9  months  and  26  days, 
nited  with  the  Brethren  church  forty 
ago  and  remained  faithful  till  death, 
is  sick  but  a  few  days.  Eight  children 
preceded  him  to  the  spirit  land.  His  wife  and 
four  children  survive  him.  Funeral  services 
by  the  writer  from  2  Tim.  4:  6,  7. 

Jacob  Hilderbrand. 

CAR.— At  Huntington,  Ind.,  Dec.  1,  1895, 
Elynina  Ritter  Car,  wife  of  Jasper  Car.  She 
was  born  Sept.  24,  i860.  She  leaves  a  hus- 
band and  six  children.  She  united  with  the 
German  Baptist  church  when  quite  young. 
The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Bro. 
Noah  Fisher  in  the  Huntington  church,  Ind. 
A.  C.  Emley. 

HARRIS.— At  Huntington,  Ind.,  Nov.  21 
1895,  Frances  C.  Harris,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Charlotte  Friedly.  Deceased  was  born 
Feb.  6,  1869.  She  leaves  a  faithful  husband 
and  three  small  children.  She  united  with 
the  German  Baptist  church,  September,  1889. 
Funeral  conducted  by  Bro.  Noah  Fisher  at 
the  Lancaster  church.  A.  C.  EmleY. 

KROBBE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Exeter 
church,  York  Co.,  Nebr.,  near  Lushton,  Dec.  16. 
1895,  sister  Sylvia  Krobbe,  wife  of  A.  Krobbe 
and  daughter  of  Bro.  Jacob  and 


Zern,  aged  : 


nths 


Cath- 
,nd   17 


days.  She  united  with  the  church  in  March, 
1889,  and  was  anointed  a  few  days  previous 
to  her  death.  Services  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Bro.  G.  W.  Stambaugh,  in  the  M.  E.  meet- 
inghouse. D.  B.  HBINV. 


MiESSEasro-EiR,. 


Rat 

One  time  or  m 

«i«r 

Inch,  each  In 

5CrUOn: 

$1  so 
anted 

One  month  {4 

times) 

'Three  months 

Six  months  (26 

^p-No  Cuts 

VII  METAL  base 

relectro-sinse 

tedun.ess.no 

Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc 


International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 
■  S96.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad 
vanced  students.  It  is  really  the  mos' 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  I 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price.  Si  on-  nm 


Pril-e. qo  cents 

Teaching  and  Teachers — By  H.  Clay  Trum- 
|      bull.     A    book  "  of   390    pages    (j'/i  x  $y2 

f        inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price, 00 

Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "Teaching  and 
.Teachers,"  has  already  found  =jts  way  into  the 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work- 
lers.  It  is  to-day  the  popular  hand-book  on 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith-Peloubet    Dictionary  of  the  Bible.— 

Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  no 
hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been  care- 
fully revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F. 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth, 
818  pages.  Regular  price,  $2.00;  our  price, 
by  mail, gi.75 

Brethren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book. 

This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
publication.  While  it  may  be  used  to 
advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  es- 
pecially adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 
prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contains 
185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  is 
being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

toard    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  dozen 

ies,  prepaid, *3 

Hoth  Cover,  per  copy,  55   cents;   per   dozen 
copies,  prepaid, 
In  ordering  please  state  in  what 
the  woik  is  desired. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
♦5  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


rally  I 


class  Passenger  iil,^ni,.i. 


City.  The  charnes  are 
75  cents  to  (1.50  per  day, 
iirruit  underneath.     First- 


Teachers'  Bibles. 


Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.- Weekly;  weU-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  wit: 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  imderstandini 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  cai 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  o'u 
Sunday  schools. 
Per  annum, MCCO( 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religious 
weekly —published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onl> 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,   $1.50    pei 

The  Young  Dlsclple.^An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  free 
on  application.      

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  special 
ic  agents. 


—Prepared  for  all  ad- 
ains  the  lesson  text, 
lation  of  the  lesson 
ig  this  quarterly  we 
v  the  needs  of  the 
fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Brethren's  Quarterly, 

vanced  classes.  It  con 
and  a  complete  explai 
throughout.  In  prepari 
keep  constantly  in  vie 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to 


-riptior 


■3tfC 


Juvenile    Quarterly 

for  the  intermediate  cla 
neatest,  and  best  illus 
lished.    The  pictures  a 

and  every  lesson  is  illustrated, 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year, 

:opiefl,  per  quarter 


Prepared  especially 
:s.  This  is  one  of  the 
ted  quarterlies  pub- 
selected  with  great 
The  little 


Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35i  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


with  Motion  Celebral 


mid  Southern 
any  Hue   be- 


This  Is  the  Fastest  time  ever  mude  by 
ween  Chicago  nml  Florida. 

City  Ticket  Office,  332  Clark  Street,  Chicago;  Frank  J. 
Iccd.Gon'l  Pass.  Afft.,  Chicago, 

For  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  nil  other  information 
.ddrcss  L.  E.  Sessions.  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt.,  Minneapolis, 


No.  29. 

■  The  above  gives  a  faint  idea  of  the  beaut; 
jtof  the  French  Morocco,  raised  panel,  full  gilt 
gold  edges,  new  design,  Family  Bible,  which  i 
~rily  sold  for  $6.25,  but  which  we  sell  at 

$4.50, 

ALL  EXPRESS  ^CHARGES  PREPAID.  ] 

'  You  have  no  idea", how  cheap  we  are  selling 
fSibles  to  the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messen 
Our  patrons  never  before  had  an  oppor 
to  purchase  Bibles  so  cheapen  every  re 
Write  us  at*once,  and  you  will  receive 
wer  byv return  mail. 

Brethren's.Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morris,  111, 


ijicent 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  • 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleasi 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 


No. 


r    li.-    :.■„, 

I      I'.-IL-II-. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

Yon  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
mse  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
imp  rebel  idcd,  by  even  the  ordinarily  cducat- 
1. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
tn  P-et  at  the  truth  *«fc 

)  Version  of 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 


rginal  references  of  the  Au- 
ng each  verse, 
arginal  readings  of  the  Au- 


i  foil 


irginal  readings  of  the  Revised 


(4)  The  best  > 
thorized  Version 

(5)  The 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {d)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 


ject c 


,-itl.  i 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac, 


Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S,  Charles  St,.  Baltimore,  Md. 

c-  i>„,.ltrv     Game    and    Fruits,    Special- 

ffiy,lSi,G«in,VFa,s.  Hide,  Dried  Fruits  and 


Scripture  Text  Tickets,  rod  01 
When  ordering  cards  be 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  ti 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday    School    Supplies.— We    keep    any- 
thing that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  \ 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  ai 


per  nuartei 


Other  Helps. — We  are  prepared  to  famish 
ble  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 
Address, 

Brbthrrn's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morrii,  111, 


It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 

truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
larcd  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons, (i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  {3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  {4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
aoies,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground-  - 
work  of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -        -        $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        •  5  50 

Bound  i 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 


Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 
e  engaged  in  church  work.     A  complete  set 
of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.     Price 
25  cents  per  copy,    Address  this  office. 


TH  M   QOSPEL   MESSBlTa-EH.- 


January  4,  18 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.—  Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


Home-Seeking  Brethren 


Should  Bear  in 

THAT— The  Great  Northern  Railway  was  the  originator  of 
the  Brethren  Colonies  in  North  Dakota. 

THAT All  Brethren  who  have  selected  homes  in  North  Dakota 

in  the  last  three  years  are  located  on  the  line  of  the  Great 

Northern  Railway- 
THAT— The  Brethren  already  located  by   the  undersigned    have 

churches   organized  near  public  schools  and  are  anxious  to 

have  their  Eastern  friends  join  them. 

THAT— The  sections  traversed  by  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
contain  the  finest  agricultural  lands  in  the  Northwest. 

THAT— The  railway  company,  having  no  grant,  has  no  lands  for 
sale,  and  the  matter  of  immigration  is  not  a  mere  land  deal, 

THAT— Settlers  can  take  up  the  finest  government  land  free  of 
charge,  or  can  purchase  improved  farms  on  the  crop 
payment  plan,  no  cash  payment  being  required. 

THAT— The  undersigned  has  assisted  in  selecting  locations  for  the 
Brethren,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  resources  of  the  State 
of  North  Dakota,  during  a  residence  there  of  many  years. 

THAT The   undersigned   has    hundreds  of  letters    from   grateful 

brethren    and   sisters,  whom  he  has  assisted  to  homes  in 
North  Dakota. 

THAT — During  his  residence  there,  the  undersigned  was  connect- 
ed with  the  territorial  immigration  bureau  in  the  capacity 
of  statistician,  which  gave  him  an  inside  view  of  the 
resources  of  each  township  and  County. 

THAT — The  undersigned  has  now  ready  for  FREE  distribution, 
a  new  publication  containing  the  latest  information  con- 
cerning North  Dakota.    Be  sure  and  send  for  a  copy. 

THAT — Brethren,  desirous  of  obtaining  reliable  information,  or 
contemplating  to  move  to  North  Dakota,  will  please  ad- 
dress mej  and  personal  reply  to  letters  of  inquiry  will  be 
promptly  made  by  the  undersigned. 

^v£a,2c    Bass, . 

220  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  SOLID  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  itulentruvti- 
•to  .-ind    k  sold    ncurlv    O.n-hul/    Cheaper    than 

he    Iron    or   Sleel    l'<>sts,    which   in    did    weather    break 
,r    are    rendered    n-.-s.-ss  hv  ru-.t  .,nt,  .,  '.cr  y  hi  id  <  areer. 

igents  may  profit %    rn^v    >"  •!,. -ir  own  manufactur- 


YOUR  CORN,   10  CENTS. 


Everybody  who  hits  a  corn  can  dispose  o(  It  by 

Bending  (or  a  10-cent  box  of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 

QUICK  CORN  CURE,  the  champion  of  all  reme- 

,0  remove  Corns,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

suffer  the  torture  of  Corns  when  a  ten-cent  box 

1  take  all  you  have?    The  flrst  application  stops 

pain  and  two  or  three  applications  remove  the 

n.     It  Isone  ol  the  ^reutest  remedies  of  itB  kind 

fer  with  Corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
a  cents  In  stamps.  Order  at  once  and  dispose 
of  your  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 


[•  territory  and  terms.  Address, 
8.  E.  DUBBEL,  Proprietor, 
Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co., 


No  Cheap  Reprints. 

A  16-pagc  catalog  describing 

tluoe  .Iirhrent    make*   ol  sell- 

".  S.    Teachers' 

:  Bourgeois 


Breth.ern's 

Plain  Clothing 


shes 


There  is 
the  Brethren  church,  who 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which 
our    clothing, 
measure  and  ml- 
sent  on  applicatic 


for  any  member  of 


ng    blanks,    tape 
for  ordering  will  be 
Our  rules  for  self- 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

PMllipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


W  A  ATTT?Ti  s,0°° persons  t0  learn  t,,c  ,nerit8  ot 

VV  AJN  1  -CJ-U  ■•  AVw/  Studies  „„  the  Life  and 
Ministry  of  Christ,"  and  "  The  Manifold  Chart  of 
Christ's  Ministry,"  by.C.  E.  Arnold. 

with  Diagrams  and  Journey  Mafis. 


California    Colony 

OF    BRETHREN. 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 


MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA. 

Out  of  our  60.000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portioi 
Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

This  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  T 


Paym 


a  of  t 


:rty  will  1 


No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 


Fine  Home  Mai 


1  ii,  Meice-JCity.  Churches  ol  m.ur 
Public  Schools  convenient  to  al 
ol  THKKE   RAILROADS      IMor, 


tiled  pamphlets  and  all  other  inlormatk 
WILLET  WILLIAMS.  Agent. 

030  Clark  St.,  Chicago.  I 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

itely  self-regulating. 


Here  Again  for  1896  ! 


C.  C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ioo  pages  Sxio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  oc 
best  quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  its 
class  published.  Price,  15  cents.  Address:  C,  C.  SHOE 
MAKER.  Freeport,  ill.,  U.S.  A.  48m6 


Great  help  i.'/M  Sunday  u-h.^l  lessons  now.  Read  edi- 
torial notice  in  Messenger.  No.  52,  page  824.  Book 
(cloth).  40  cents;  chart  (mounted),  75  cents;  both  Ji.co. 
Great  chance  for  agents.    Address  the  author,  or, 

The  Bible  Study  Union, 
McPherson.  Kana. 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

For  26  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  full  50 
cent  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
pound (herb  form)  containing  1  hi.'  midieul  proper- 
ties of  a  full  size  (LOO  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup, 

any  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  now 
for  the  offer,  etc.  Three  cents  in  stumps  will  get 
you  a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compouiu' 
and  a  Frederick  J 

Yours  very  truly. 

victor  Rjsmbdibh-Co., 
7tf  Frederic's,  Md.  < 


Just  One  Word  in  Your  Interest. 


Yes  You  Have 


Il.iud  Ho.k 
Alnuinac 


The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Land  Department  has  three  offers  to  make  you  in  North     1 1 
Dakota : — 

1.  We  can  sell  you  the  best  of  farming  lands  in  North  Dakota  at  prices  ranging  from 
$2.50  to  $5.00  per  acre,  on  ten  years'  time  with  6  per  cent,  interest  to  actual  settlers.  Some  of 
these  lands  are  located  in  Wells  and  Foster  counties,  which  He  fifty  miles  south  of  the  colony 
of  Brethren  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Cando.  Carrington,  the  principal  shipping  point  of  these 
two  counties,  affords  a  good  market  and  plenty  of  elevator  room  and  railroad  competition,  as 
there  are  two  competing  railroad  lines  traversing  these  counties. 

2.  If  you  desire  to  obtain  farm  lands  from  private  parties  on  the  Crop  Payment  Plan, 
avoiding  immediate  cash  payment,  we  will  cheerfully  give  you  information  as  to  where  such 
lands  can  be  obtained,  free  of  cost. 

3.  If  you  desire  free  Government  lands,  they  can  be  obtained  in  these  counties  under  the 
Homestead  law,  free,  near  railroad  lands.  Any  information  concerning  free  Homestead  lands, 
and  maps  showing  location  of  same,  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  free  of  cost. 

By  buying  land  of  us  direct  you  save  all  sale  commissions.  If  you  will  write  us  we  will 
cheerfully  send  our  Mr.  A.  A.  Jack,  Traveling  Emigration  Agent,  to  your  home,  who  will  furnish 
you  detailed  information  and  answer  all  questions  pertaining  to  lands  in  North  Dakota,  without 
any  cost  to  you.  All  employees  of  the  Land  Department  are  salaried  employees  and  by  doing 
business  direct  with  us  you  will  save  all  outside  commissions.  For  maps  and  publications, 
which  will  be  sent  free  of  charge,  and  for  any  information  relating  to  lands  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  write  to  C.  W.  MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 
St,  Paul.  Minnesota 
WM.  H.  PHIPPS,  Land  Commissioner  N.  P.  R,  R. 


juauary  n,  1896. 

Now  our  day's  journev 
jtllli 
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^EDITORIAL  \  MISCELLANY^ 

The  press  brings  us  some  strange  news.  We 
hardly  know  whether  to  believe  it  or  not.  It  is 
stated  that  the  entire  site  of  the  ancient  City  of 
Babylon  has  been  purchased  by  two  wealthy  Jews. 
The  Jews  were  once  led  captive  to  Babylon,  but 
the  most  far-seeing  among  them  never  dreamed 
that  in  coming  centuries  two  of  their  ancestors 
i''ould  be  able  to  purchase  and  own  the  whole 
place.  How  things  do  change  in  this  world!  The 
more  we  learn  the  more  fully  do  we  become  con- 
vinced that  the  Lord  is  presiding  over  the  affairs 
of  earth. 

Dr.  Hicks,  author  of  Hicks'  Celebrated  Alma- 
nac, thinks  that  Providence  is  shaping  affairs  re- 
garding the  great  eastern  question.  He  says: 
"Speaking  about  the  Turkey  question,  why  don't 
the  great  powers  act  in  the  matter?  Ostensibly 
because  they  are  jealous  of  each  other,  but  really 
because  the  hand  of  God  is  guiding  this  question. 
The  most  important  unfulfilled  prophecies  of  his 
Word  bear-  on  this  Turkey  question.  All  signs 
indicate  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  for  their  ful- 
|  fillment.     The   solution   of   this   problem   will    un- 

doubtedly lead  to,  or  end,  in  a  general  European 
war.  When  it  does  come,  it  will  be  the  war  of  the 
ages.  The  logic  of  events  points  that  way.  It  may 
be  soon,  or  it  may  be  later.  But  of  late  the  events 
seem  to  be  hastening  the  crisis." 

Abraham  seems  to  have  had  plenty  of  money 
when  occasion  demanded  the  use  of  it,  and  from 
that  day  to  this,  the  Hebrews  have  had  a  faculty 
for  accumulating  property.  The  world  over,  where 
they  have  had  a  chance  equal  with  other  men,  they 
are  a  money-making  people,  and  now  the  New 
York  Sun  suggests  that  the  wealthy  among  them 
raise  Sioo,000,ooo  and  erect  in  the  City  of  New 
York  a  temple  as  magnificent  as  that  of  Solomon,  j 


This  they  are  not  likely  to  do,  but  they  have  al- 
ready adopted  plans  for  a  new  synagogue  which, 
it  is  said,  will  be  the  finest  edifice  of  the  kind  in 
the  world.  It  is  to  contain  an  ark  of  the  finest 
and  most  elaborate  workmanship.  A  display  of 
this  kind  may  satisfy  the  vanity  of  the  rich,  but 
there  is  no  religion  about  it.  Those  who  have 
plenty  of  money  can  make  a  better  use  of  it. 
However,  in  the  coming  kingdom  the  poor  in  this 
world  who  love  God  and  keep  his  commandments, 
will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  mansions  in  the  City  of 
New  Jerusalem,  whose  splendor  wilj  excel  any- 
thing this  world  has  ever  seen.  While  the  rich 
may  enjoy  the  display  of  the  magnificence  in  this 
world,  the  poor  have  only  to  wait  a  few  years  until 
they  will  have  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  that  which 
is  far  superior. 

Job  informs  us  that  the  Lord  has  stretched  out 
the  North  over  the  empty  place,  but  he  tells  us  noth- 
ing concerning  the  South  Pole,  so  the  people  of 
this  age  seem  inclined  to  find  out  the  state  of  af- 
fairs there  for  themselves.  Well,  that  is  their 
privilege,  for  the  Lord  has  given  man  dominion 
over  the  works  of  his  hands  and  over  the  sea,  and 
we  presume  this  includes  all  the  unexplored  South. 
It  is  maintained  that  a  great  continent  exists  with- 
in the  Antarctic  circle,  and  that  it  abounds  in  ani- 
mal life,  and  that  possibly  it  may  contain  a  new 
race  of  people.  This  seems  to  be  the  conclusion 
formed  by  some  who  have,  at  different  times,  vis- 
ited this  far-away  land.  An  effort  is  to  be  made 
to  explore  that  part  nf  the  world,  and  the  result 
will  be  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  It  is 
a  region  of  intense  cold,  and  cannot  be  traversed 
without  great  exposure.  However,  the  coldest 
season  for  the  Antarctic  continent  is'  during  our 
summer  season,  at  which  time  the  sun  may  not  be 
seen  for  some  months._  But  during  our  winter 
there  is  perpetual  sunshine  at  the  South  Pole,  and 
about  the  21st  of  December,  the  inhabitants,  if 
there  are  any,  may  enjoy  the  "  midnight  sun." 


The  Armenians,  as  a  people,  originally  inhabited 
that  part  of  Asia  around  the  head  of  the  Euphrates 
and  Tigris  rivers.  The  greater  part  of  the  country 
is  now  subject  to  Turkey.  They  claim  that  Chris- 
tianity was  introduced  among  them  by  one  of  the 
apostles  before  the  middle  of  the  first  century.  In 
some  respects  the  Armenian  church  resembles  the 
Greek  church,  but  is  not  so  powerful.  It  now 
does,  and  always  has,  practiced  trine  immersion. 
They  have  formed  settlements  in  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  in  some  of  the  large 
cities  are  very  numerous,  and  are  really  the  most 
industrious  and  thrifty  people  in  that  part  of  Asia. 
The  Turks  hate  and  kill  them  because  they  are 
Christians.  The  Turks  are  Mohammedans,  and 
claim  a  religious  right  to  destroy  all  Christians,  but 
their  fear  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  and 
other  governments,  keep  them  from  massacring 
those  who  are  citizens  of  these  countries.  By 
treaty  our  country  has  a  right  to  demand  that  all  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  residing  in  Turkey 
be  properly  protected,  but,  it  seems,  has  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  destruction  of  the  Armenians, 
who  are  citizens  of  Turkey.  But  England,  Russia 
and  several  other  powers  have  a  right  to  so  inter- 
fere, and,  according  to  an  agreement  entered  into, 
it  is  their  duty  to  see  that  the  lives  and  property 
of  these  people  be  protected,  but,  on  account  of 
jealousies  existing  between  these  great  powers, 
nothing  is  being  done.  What  the  end  is  to  be  the 
Lord  only  knows,  for  the  destruction  of  life  and 
property  still   continues.    And  while    the  United 


States  has  no  treaty  right  to  interfere,  it  is  rumored 
that  the  authorities  at  Washington,  for  the  good 
of  common  humanity,  are  seriously  considering 
whether  it  is  not  thier  duty  to  demand  that  the  mas- 
sacring of  these  Christians  be  stopped  at  once. 
Nations  sometimes  do  not  bear  the  sword  in-  vain 

IW  13:4.  

Aftkh  pointing  out  a  few  of  our  mistakes  in 
newspaper  work  one  of  our  patrons  writes:  "A 
good  many  people  will  talk  about  you  behind 
your  back,  and  I  tell  you  to  your  face."  It  should 
be  an  easy  matter  to  face  a  man,  even  if  his  purpose 
is  to  point  out  defects,  for,  in  that  case,  one  may  be 
enabled  to  sec,  and  then  induced  to  correct  his 
errors.  Hut  to  be  assailed  by  one  to  his  back  is  a 
grave  misfortune,  for  the  one  thus  attacked  is  sure 
to  conclude  that  it  is  an  enemy  seeking  his  injury, 
and  he  turns  only  to  defend  himself  and  retaliate. 
In  such  an  event  the  faults  remain  and  become 
more  firmly  fixed.  He  who  faces  a  man  and  lov- 
ingly reminds  him  of  his  faults,  and  suggests  a 
remedy,  is  a  benefactor  to  humanity.  But  the  one 
who  talks  of  people  behind  their  backs  is  a  curse  to 
the  race.  To  such  we  may  well  say,  "  Get  thee  be- 
hind me,  Satan;  thou  art  an  offense  unto  me." 


What  a  grand  thing  it  would  be  for  this  world  if 
all  the  difficulties  between  the  nations  of  earth 
could  be  settled  by  arbitration,  and  wars  and  the 
preparations  for  wars  be  banished  from  the  earth! 
It  is  said  that  at  present  one-third  of  all  the  rev- 
enues of  the  various  countries  is  devoted  to  paying 
the  interest  on  dchts  incurred  by  past  w 
another  third  goes  for  preparing  for  future  wars, 
leaving  only  one-third  for  the  present  use.  It  is 
also  stated  that,  during  the  present  century,  wars 
have  cost  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  million 
dollars,  and  have  caused  the  loss  of  five  million 
lives.  This  is  appalling,  and  yet  the  estimate  is 
rather  under  than  over  the  actual  facts.  The  real 
remedy  for  this  great  evil  is  for  all  the  churches  in 
the  world  to  preach  and  insist  upon  the  doctrine  of 
peace.  Create  a  sentiment  tor  arbitration,  and  use 
all  possible  influence  to  get  the  nations  to  adopt 
this  method  of  settling  their  differences.  At  the 
rate  war  debts  are  increasing,  it  will  be  but  a  few 
years  until  the  leading  governments  of  earth  will 
be  bankrupted.  Even  at  this  time  the  burdens  of 
excessive  taxation  are  so  great  that  they  can  hard- 
ly be  borne  by  the  masses. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM  FOREION 
TRAVEL. 

Number  Twenty-Six. 

Fourth  Day,  Oct.  12,  iSg<). 
The  morning  was  cool  and  pleasant.  After 
breakfast  our  dragoman  had  a  loud  time  in  paying 
some  of  the  native  women  who  always  force  their 
services  on  the  camp  that  they  may  get  a  little 
pay.  No  matter  what  is  offered  them,  they  always 
clamor  for  more,  and  get  so  loud  about  it  that  you 
would  expect  a  regular  fight  about  it.  But  a  de- 
termined push,  with  a  loud  threat,  settles  it  all,  and 
they  walk  slowly  away,  muttering  ugly  things  about 
the  whole  party.  Everybody  wants  a  "  back- 
sheesh," no  matter  where  you  meet  them.  Even 
the  children,  as  you  pass  through  their  villages,  cry 
out,  "  Backsheesh."  Poor  creatures!  They  are  all 
objects  of  pity,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  way  of 
making  their  condition  better.  The  simple  truths 
of  the  Gospel  alone  can  bring  light  and  sunshine  to 
these  debased  and  darkened  souls. 
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We  continued  our  way  over  the  hills,  by  bridle 
paths,  when  we  met  a  hundred  or  more  soldiers 
on  horseback,  sent  out  by  the  government  to  keep 
peace  among  the  contending  parties  and  for  the 
protection  of  the  people.  It  looked  like  war,  and 
we  were  glad  that  we  were  not  in  it.  As  we  ascend- 
ed to  the  top  of  a  hill,  we  had  our  first  view  of  the 
waters  of  Merom.  We  stopped  in  an  olive  orchard 
for  our  lunch  and  rest.  Continued  horseback  rid- 
ing gives  two  things:  weariness  and  a  craving  appe- 
tite, so  that  lunch  time  was  always  welcomed  and 
enjoyed.  To-day  we  had  our  table  spread  in  the 
shade  of  an  olive  tree  full  of  fruit.  As  there  are  no 
fences  in  this  country,  every  place  is  open  and  free, 
except  the  "  backsheesh  "  which  is  always  expect- 
ed, even  by  those  who  stand  around  and  look  on. 

Now  we  lift  our  eyes  and  behold  the  mountains 
ofNaphtali.  At  2:  30  we  enter  the  plains  of  Dan, 
and,  at  a  distance,  see  the  place  where  the  city  was 
located.  In  the  evening,  .we  come  to  Banias,  or 
Ca;sarea  rhi'ippi,  where  we  camp  for  the  night. 
This  is  a  small  village  of  some  fifty  houses,  and 
was  considered  one  of  our  most  dangerous  stopping 
places.  On  our  arrival,  we  were  told  that  the  day 
before  fourteen  men  were  killed,  quite  near,  in  a 
skirmish  between  the  Druses  and  Metawles.  This 
news,  of  course,  did  not  add  much  to  our  comfort, 
and  to  make  it  still  worse,  on  our  dragoman  asking 
the  sheik  of  the  village  for  guards,  he,  at  first,  re- 
fused, saying  that  he  would  not  be  responsible  for 
the  life  of  anybody  outside  of  houses  after  dark. 
He  finally  sent  us  two  guards  to  watch  our  tents 
for  the  night.  After  our  even  ng  meal,  being 
weary,  we  retired  and  soon  fell  asleep,  but  a  part  of 
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with  the  yells  of  Ihe  jackals  that  made  their  homes  in 
the  rocks  and  caves  of  the  mountains  and  hills,  and 
as  they  heard  this  hideous  noise  for  the  first  time, 
they  mistook  it  for  that  of  the  fighting  Metawles, 
and  thought  they  were  coming  sure.  They  got  out 
of  their  cots,  dressed  themselves  and  put  on  their 
shoes,  that  they  might  be  ready  for  the  worst,— but 
no  trouble  came,  and  we  were  all  thankful  for  our 
preservation. 

Fifth  Day,  Sunday,  Oct.  33. 
As  we  did  not  wish  to  remain  in  a  country  so 
dangerous  to  life,  we  concluded  to  spend  the  Sun- 
day in  traveling,  that  we  might  get  away,  as  far  as 
possible  from  the  place,  for  our  next  camping. 
Before  leaving  we  visited  the  Temple  of  Pan,  erect- 
ed by  Herod  the  Great  before  the  birth  of  Christ. 
Near  by,  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Jordan  takes  its 
rise,  a  beautiful  and  large  fountain  of  clear,  spark- 
ling water.  This  is,  probably,  the  most  northern 
place  ever  visited  by  Christ  (Matt.  16:  13),  and  is 
also  said  to  be  the  place  of  the  healing  of  the 
woman  with  the  issue  of  blood.  So  we  were  made 
to  feel  that  we  were  traveling  through  the  field  of 
the  Master,  and  this  gave  us  some  very  pleasant 
thoughts  for  meditation,  as  we  were  riding  along 
the  by-ways  of  a  now  barbarous  land. 

After  a  half  hour's  ride  we  come  to  the  site  of 
ancient  Dan,  which  is  now  only  a  mound  of  ruins. 
After  passing  to  the  top  and  viewing  it  over,  we 
came  to  a  second  source  of  the  Jordan, — several 
very  large  springs  of  clear  sweet  water  close  to- 
gether, forming  quite  a  large  stream, — large  enough 
to  turn  a  grist-mill  and  have  plenty  of  water  to 
spare,  and  this,  too,  in  the  driest  season  of  the  year. 
From  here  we  descend  into  a  vast  plain,  extend- 
ing along  the  Little  Jordan,  so  called  by  Josephus, 
to  the  lake  of  Merom.  Once  this  country,  no 
doubt,  was  very  fertile,  but  now  it  is  used  as  a  pas- 
ture-land by  the  Bedouins  who  now  hold  possession 
of  the  land.  Here  is  said  to  have  been  the  battle 
field  of  Barak,  Deborah's  general,  in  the  days  of 
Joshua. 

Here  the  Bedouins  dwell  in  their  tents,  having 


the  flocks  of  the  plains  for  their  possessions,  auu 
rove  from  place  to  place,  as  their  wants  and  cir- 
cumstances demand.  Their  dwellings  are  made  of 
black  goats'  hair,  such  as  are  mentioned  in  Solo- 
mon's Song,  1 :  5, — the  black  tents  of  Kedar.  The 
material  is  made  by  the  women,  and  as  they  live 
chiefly  on  bread  and  milk,  their  wants  are  few  and 
easily  obtained.  They  live  a  lazy,  easy  kind  or 
life,  and  civilization  would  bring  to  them  nothing 
but  labor,  turmoil,  and  vexation  of  spirit.  They 
said  to  be  hospitable  to  strangers,  and  once  in 
r  tents,  one  is  not  only  safe,  but  they  deem  it 
r  duty  to  protect  their  guests  for  three  days 
after  their  departure  from  their  camp. 

At  noon  we  lunched  close  by  an  antiquated   mill 
where  we  saw  them   grinding  their  grain  for  food, 
in   small   grists,   as  it  came  in,  from  a  quart  up. 
The  flour  is  not  bolted  but  taken  as  it  comes  out 
from  between  the  stones.     The  mill  was  run  by  wa- 
ter, and  very  crude  in  construction.     We  took  our 
noonday  meal  in  the  shade  of  a  row  of  pomegranate 
trees,  and  with  truly  thankful   hearts,  as  we  were 
now  considered  to  be   out   of  the  dangerous  terri- 
tory, and  in  a  comparatively  safe  country. 
At  4  o'clock  P.  M.  we  pitched  our  tents  at  Mele- 
ha,  where  there  is  a  large  spring  which  runs  into 
beautiful  lake  full  of  fish.     And  as  we  looked  at 
e   lovely   surroundings  we  were  made  to  think, 
What  a  grand  place  it  would  be  under  a  Christian 
-rnment  and  the  country  inhabited  by  a  Chris- 
people!     Remove   the   curse   from    this    once 
.'en-blessed  land,  and  we  see  wonderful  possibil- 
for  development.     At  the  outlet  of  this  lake 
there  are  a  few  houses,  and  an   old   mill,  running 
three  pair  of  stones.     As  the  sun  lowered  in  the 
West,  a  cool  calmness  came  and  we  had  a  very  en- 
joyable evening  in  our  camp  home. 

Sixth  Day,  Monday,  Oct.  14. 

This  morning  finds  us  all  well  and  in  good  con- 
dition for  another  day's  iourney.  Some  of  our  par- 
ty were  annoyed  somewhat  by  the  signals  of  the 
night  guards  and  the  noise  of  the  horses  and  mules, 
which  were  tethered  in,  as  we  thought,  an  unneces- 
sarily close  proximity  to  our  tents. 

After  leaving  the  camping  ground  a  half  hour  be- 
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see  some  corn  and  other  grains  being  gathered. 
The  indications  are  that,  by  a  little  drainage  and 
good  culture,  the  whole  valley,  of  thousands  of 
acres,  could  be  made  to  bloom  and  bring  forth  al- 
most unlimited  productions  in  fruits,  grains,  and 
vegetables.  As  it  is,  the  roving  Bedouins  hold  pos- 
session and  cultivate  only  patches  of  it, — just 
enough  to  feed  them.  They  possess  large  flocks  of 
cattle  and  sheep,  goats,  and  thousands  of  camels. 

As  we  go  south  we  come  to  Jewish  settlements, — 
an  experiment  being  made  by  the  Rothschilds  to  re- 
settle the  land  with  its  rightful  owners.  Here  we 
see  evidences,  not  only  of  civilization,  but  also  ot 
modern  living,  improvements  and  farming.  Around 
their  territory  there  is  a  good  wire  fence.  The  land 
is  farmed  with  steam  plows,  groves  of  olive  trees 
are  set  out,  and  through  the  middle  of  it,  for  miles, 
was  a  wide  road  or  avenue,  planted  on  both  sides, 
with  two  rows  of  trees,  and  the  bed  for  an  excellent 
roadway  commenced.  Part  of  the  territory  is  full  of 
stones,  but  these  they  will  utilize  in  building  fences. 
As  we  were  passing  along  in  this  settlement  we 
were  unexpectedly  overtaken  by  a  dashing  thunder 
shower,  and  thus  driven  into  the  Jewish  village, 
which  is  located  on  a  rocky  elevation  near  by. 
The  buildings  are  all  of  stone,  substantially  built, 
and  new,  or  nearly  so,  and  therefore  make  a  very 
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tained  for  a  short  time  in  the  hotel  Gail 
landlord  is  a  Jew  and  had  been  in  America,  which 
fact,  of  course,  always  brings  responsive  feelings, 
and  he  almost  overdid  himself  in  trying  to  make  us 
comfortable,  and  tried  to  make  us  believe  that  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  camp  there  for  the  night. 
But  we  thought  otherwise,  and  after  a  very  palata- 
ble lunch  and  cup  of  tea,  we  took  our  departure, 
leaving  a  smile  on  his  face  by  placing  some  of  the 
"needful"  in  his  very  willing  hands  to  receive. 
The  great  "  sesame  "  to  open  the  hearts  of  this 
Eastern  people  is  money. 

At  one  o'clock  we  had  our  first  view  of  the  Sea 
of  Galilee,  and  we  all  felt  like  shouting  for  joy,  be- 
cause it  was  one  of  the  most  desirable  objective 
points  in  our  overland  tour.  After  several  hours' 
riding  and  going  down  a  very  steep  and  rocky 
declivity,  we  came  to  the  north  end  of  the  sea,  at 
Kan  Minich.  Here  we  passed  over  a  pretty  grass 
plot  which  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  places  where 
Christ  fed  the  multitude.  To  feel  that  we  were 
now  really  on  the  ground  where  the  Christ  walked 
to  and  fro  and  talked  to,  and  fed,  the  people,  was 
a  preciously  sweet  experience,  because,  in  this 
land,  there  is  so  much  uncertainty  and  deception 
about  places  of  sacred  memory,  that  you  scarcely 
know  what  to  believe.  But  when  you  come  to  the 
Sea  of  Galilee  you  have,  at  least,  one  place  about 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt.  This  is,  indeed,  the 
same  sea,  and  along  its  shores  are  the  sites  of  the 
towns  and  the  places,  frequented  by  the  Christ, 
while  here  on  the  earth. 

As  we  were  riding  along  the  western  shore,  we 
heard  a  number  of  men,  at  a  distance  in,  seemingly, 
quite  an  excited  conversation,  and  as  we  drew  nearer 
to  the  place  we  found  that  they  were  fishermen,  and 
were  in  the  act  of  drawing  a- net,  that  had  been  cast, 
to  the  shore.  We  hurriedly  rode  to  the  9pot,  and 
dismounted,  eagerly  desiring  to  see  what  the  J 
draught  would  be,  and  so  eager  were  some  of  us 
that  coats  were  thrown  aside,  and  willing  hands 
took  hold  of  the  net  to  help  draw  it  in.  The  loop 
of  the  net  was  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  from  the 
shore,  but  slowly  and  gradually  it  was  drawn 
towards  the  shore,  and  the  fish  began  to  jump 
vigorously  to  get  over  the  net,  and  a  few  made 
their  escape.  As  the  net  was  drawn  in  on  them, 
they  would  dash  for  the  shore,  only  to  be  wrapped 
into  the  outcoming  net.  Things  now  began  to  be 
exciting.  There  were  nine  fishermen,  and  part  of 
them  were  naked,  but  all  busy  and  excited,  because 
the  draught  proved  to  be  a  good  one.  Nearer  and 
nearer  the  net  was  drawn  to  the  shore,  and  when 
the  climax  came,  a  better  pleased  set  of  tourists 
you  never  saw.  Think  of  it!  About  four  hundred 
large  fishes  at  one  draught  from  the  Sea  of  Gali- 
lee! We  measured  some  of  them  and  they  marked 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  inches. 

As  we  looked  at  these  fishermen,  and  saw  them 
draw  their  net  to  shore,  how  vividly  came  to  our 
mind  the  narrative  of  the  fishing  disciples  in  the 
time  and  presence  of  Christ,  at  this  lake  and  per- 
haps near  this  spot,  as  it  is  only  a  short  distance 
from  the  place  where  the  multitude  was  fed.  John 
21  tells  us,  "  And  that  night  they  caught  nothing," 
but  when  they  cast  their  net  at  the  Master's  com- 
mand "they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the  multi- 
tude of  fishes." 

Never  did  we  meet  an  incident  so  Gospel-like, 
and  in  no  case  in  our  journey,  thus  far,  were  we  so 
thoroughly  impressed  with  the  feeling  that  we  were 
treading  on  sacred  ground. 

After  the  scene  was  over,  our  cook  "Sugary" 
procured  a  good  string  of  fish  for  our  evening  din- 
ner, and  we  left,  greatly  pleased  that,  at  this  place, 
we  were  permitted  to  see  such  an  apt  illustration  of 
a  Bible  scene,  so  simple  and  yet  so  grand  in  appli- 
cation, 
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day's  journey  is  completed,  our  tents 
are  pitched,  and  we  are  at  Tiberias,  on  the  beautiful 
shore  of  Galilee,  The  place  itself  is  not  of  much 
importance,  being  only  a  small  town  of  2,700  inhab- 
itants, two-thirds  of  whom  are  Jews  and  the  rest 
Moslems,  and  Greek  Christians.  But  because  of 
the  Bible  associations  we  felt  that  it  was  a  good 
:  to  be.  Our  tents  were  set  almost  on  the  sea- 
:,  some  sixty  rods  south  of  the  village,  at  a 
:  where  we  had  a  commanding  view  of  the 
and  the  surrounding  country  and  mountains, 
e  expected  to  remain  here  over  the  following 
ve  tried  to  make  our  temporary  home  as  home- 
like as  possible,  so  we  "fixed  up"  and  prepared 
ourselves  to  enjoy  our  stay  on  the  Galilee. 

Before  we  get  away  from  the  impression  we  n 
not  forget  the  very  fine  sunset  that  greeted  us 
our  approach  to  the  place.  In  describing  suns 
it  is  generally  introduced  by  saying:  "  The  sun 
sinking  slowly  in  the  West."  Of  course  it  was, 
there  is  where  we  generally  find  the  sun  about  this 
time,  but  the  beauty  consists  not  because  of  this. 
It  is  the  combinations  of  conditions  and  things  out 
side  of  the  ordinary  that  enlist  our  attention  and 
call  forth  those  impressions  that  we  call  beautiful 
Of  course  the  within  must  respond  to  the  without 
before  such  impressions  can  be  developed.  In  this 
case,  we  enjoyed  the  within,  and  God  made  and  ar- 
ranged the  without.  Large,  fleecy,  golden-tingec 
clouds  were  lazily  floating  above  the  Western  hori 
zon,  which  were  most  beautifully  reflected  from  tht 
bosom  of  the  Sea,  while  the  highest  peaks  of  the: 
mountain  of  Gilead  were  crowned  with  a  dense 
sheet  of  fog,  made  white  as  wool,  by  the  last  rays 
of  the  setting  sun.  To  this  was  added  the  ima 
sun  from  the  bed  of  the  sea,  and  the  sharp  cont 
between  the  light  and  shades  of  the  surrounc 
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connection  with  the  pleasing  thought  that  at 
one  time  the  Master,  with  his  disciples,  made  all 
these  surroundings  glorious  by  his  presence,  the 
scene  to  us  and  all  of  our  party,  was  imposing  an< 
grand,  and  we  shall  long  remember  this  sunset  over 
the  Galilean  sea.  Though  the  loving  words  of  a 
precious  Savior  are  no  more  heard  on  these  shores, 
yet  a  perfume,  by  association,  has  been  left  that 
shall  never  be  wiped  away  until  the  great  mission 
has  been  completed,  and  "his  own"  that  received 
him  not  shall  know,  accept,  and  receive  Him  as 
their  long-expected  King.  H.  B.  b. 
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The  Word  of  the  Lord 

That  cannot  be  valued 

And  it's  dropping,  and  dropping,  and  yet  th 

Rich  food  for  my  heart,  and  so  sweet  to  my 
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My  soul  had  tasted  of  the  pleasures  of  the  v 
Until  burdened  with  sin,  into  darkness  'twas  hurled; 
But  a  drop  of  the  word,— the  sweetest  and  the  best 
Fell  right  in  my  heart,  "  Come,  I'll  give  your  soul  rest." 

In  all  the  wide  world  wherever  I  may  roam 
The  honey  keeps  dropping  from  the  ever-full  comb, 
And  no  treasure  on  earth  such  comforts  can  give 
As  those  from  the  droppings  of  His  Word  I  receive. 

While  at  rest  on  my  couch,  awake,  or  asleep 

The  rich  drops  keep  on  falling  with  a  fragrance  so  swee 

As  if  angels'  soft  hands  were  pressing  the  comb 

To  give  me  a  fore-taste  of  the  pleasures  at  home. 

At  the  dawn  of  the  morn  while  the  day  is  yet  new, 
From  the  hive  the  drops  fall  like  the  morning's  soft  dew 
They  strengthen  my  heart  for  the  duties  of  the  day 
And  to  sing  to  the  Lord  while  I  travel  His  way. 

When  I'm  tempted  from  the  path  of  duty  to  stray 
So  often  this  drop  is  my  comfort  and  stay; 
"  Fear  not,  little  flock,  it's  your  Father's  good  pleasure 
The  kingdom  to  give  you  with  all  its  rich  t 


0  parents  whose  babes  are  asleep  in  the  grave 
How  precious  this  drop  of  the  Savior,  to  save 
The  children.    When  He  called  them  this  blessing  was 
'  Of  such  little  children  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
When  we  enter  the  valley  and  shadow  of  death, 
And  sh.uter  and  shorter  is  growing  our  breath. 
What  a  pleasure  this  drop  of  His  Word  doth  afford; 

We  shall  rise  from  the  dead  in  the  glory  of  the  Lord.' 

Morrill,  A'ans, 


THE  POTENCY  OFiCHRISTIANITY. 

BY  J.  s.  FLORY. 

In  this  world  there  is  no   power  or  influence  c 
such  magnitude  for  good  as  the  Christian   religior 
While  this  is  true,   it  is  possible   for  us  to  err  i 
looking  at  it  in  a  sense  of  parts  that  make  up  th 
entire  whole.     For  instance  we  should  not  estimate 
its  real  value  from  the  fact  that  we  find   in   it  the 
fulfillment   of   prophecy   to    a    wonderful    deg 
The  types  and  shadows  of  the  past  ages  have  cc 
out  in  the  full  glare  of  the   noonday  sun,  and   the 
significance  of  God's  promises  has   centered  in  th 
cross,  yet,  beyond  all  this,  there  is  something  of 
greater  potency. 

We  should  not  accord  to  Christianity  its  highest 
good  as  coming  from  the  fact  that  in  its  introdu 
tion  divine  power  was  manifest,  and  many  mirach 
wrought  by  the  great  Author  of  Christianity.  In 
the  great  redemptive  plan  of  salvation,  whereby 
God's  love  was  manifest  for  the  uplifting  of  a  * 
ing  world,  these  truths  and  realities  are  important 
factors,  as  evidences  of  the  fundamental  verities  o 
God's  omnipotent,  omniscient,  and  omniprescn 
power,  yet  they  are,  by  no  means,  paramount  to  one 
other  important,  logical  reason,  why  Christianity  i: 
a  thing  of  tremendous  power,  and  of  inestimabh 
value.  We  have  reference  to  the  real  essence  o 
Christianity,  which  has  in  it  the  needs  of  the  long 
ing  soul,— the  thing  which  answers  the  purpose  o! 
bringing  peace  and  rest  to  the  weary,  aching  heart, 
that  potent  power  which  infuses  into  the  individual 
person  a  new  life,  transforming  the  whole  man  into 
the  semblance  of  that  one  perfect  man,  Christ  J 

The  actual  experience  of  a  living  faith  is  such 
that  it  may  be  truly  said  "  we  know "  we  have 
passed  from  death  to  life.  The  real  satisfying  hope 
that  lays  hold  on  eternal  life  stands  out  in  such 
boldness  that  nought  else  can  have  such  promi- 
nence, therefore  it  may  be  said,  as  Paul  says  of 
charity,  "these  three"  but  the  greatest  evidence 
and  power  is  a  living  experience  of  the  powers  of 
Christianity. 

I  have  known  some  so  imbued  with  prophecy 
that  it  seemed  to  them  to  be  the  Alpha  and 
Omega  of  Christianity.  Others  seem  to  regard 
the  miracles  attendant  upon  Christ's  work  and  min- 
istry as  the  ultimatum  of  God's  grace  in  the  econo- 
my of  the  Christian  religion.  All  these  are  impor- 
tant in  their  place,  and  in  the  divine  purpose  of 
God  they  fill  the  preparatory  steps  necessary  to  a 
complete  system  of  salvation,  but  what  the  spirit  is 
to  the  letter,  personal  indwelling  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  is  to  all  preparatory  work. 

"  Christ  within,  the  hope  of  glory  "  outshines  the 
significance  of  Christ  in  prophecy  and  in  miracle. 
Not  until  this  potent  power  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion has  full  sway  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  pro- 
fessors, can  we  expect  Christianity  to  be  a  complete 
uccess,  and  the  world  won  to  Christ. 
The  minister  of  the  Gospel  may  preach  in  thun- 
der tones  the  mysteries  of  God  hid  for  ages,  but 
brought  to  light  through  the  Gospel, — myster- 
ies in  prophecy  and  mysteries  in  miracles,  but  until 
vidences,  by  his  life,  the  mysteries  of  regenera- 
tion, he  will  be  as  sounding  brass  or  tinkling  cym- 
bals. 

The  church  may  claim  the  doctrine  of  apostolic 
Christianity  but  not  until  she  determines  to  know 
nothing  but  Christ  and  him  crucified  shall  she  have 
the  power  to  turn  the  world  upside  down,  and  rout 
the  marshalling  hosts  of  Satan. 
Los  Angeles,  Col. 


CONSECRATION. 


HUTCHISON. 


We  often  use,  or  see  used  by  the  pen  of  others, 
the  word  "consecration,"  and  we  sometimes  won- 
der just  how  much  we  mean  by  it.  When  we 
speak  of  consecrating  our  life  to  God,  we  ought  to 
think  of  what  we  read  in  Ex.  29:  29,  "  And  the  holy 
garments  of  Aaron  shall  be  his  sons'  after  him,  to 
be  anointed  therein,  and  to  be  consecrated  in 
them."  And  when  we  read  the  entire  chapter,  we 
learn  that  every  offering,  and  every  priest,  and  ev- 
ery garment  was  to  be  consecrated,  when  they 
come  before  the  Lord.  This  prompts  the  further 
notice  of  consecrate,  as  we  find  it  described  in  Josh. 
6:  19.  It  says,  "  But  all  the  silver,  and  gold,  and 
vessels  of  brass  and  iron,  are  consecrated  unto  the 
Lord." 

Here  we  notice  that  all  the  vessels  and  metals 
were  to  be  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  This  produces 
the  inquiry  now,  as  to  what  we  mean  when  we  talk 
about  consecrating  our  whole  life  to  God.  Do  we 
realize  that  this  takes  in  our  bodies,  our  money, 
our  food,  our  raiment,  and  all  that  we  are,  and  all 
we  have?  When  we  read  Rom.  12:  1,  we  are  made 
to  inquire,  What  use  has  the  Lord  for  our  bodies? 
But  when  we  turn  to  1  Cor.  6;  19,  20,  the  case  is 
clear,  for  that  says,  "What!  know  ye  not  that  your 
body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  in 
you,  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your 
own,"  etc.  It  seems  as  if  it  requires  a  long  time  for 
some  of  us  to  learn  that  we  are  but  stewards,  and 
not  lords.  We  read  in  I  Cor.  4:  2,  "  It  is  required 
in  stewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful."  Conse- 
cration, we  should  understand  to  be,  a  full  sur- 
render of  our  will  to  God's  will,  so  that  [  Cor.  10: 
31  will  be  our  motto  in  all  things. 

McPherson,  /Cans. 


THE  DISCIPLES  AND  TRINE  IMMERSION. 

BY  JAMES  R.  GISH. 

It  may  be  true  that  Mr.  Daniel  Sommers,  in  one 
case,  rejected  trine  immersion,  but  the  Disciples,  as 
a  church,  not  only  take  into  their  fellowship  mem- 
bers baptized  by  trine  immersion,  but  a  minister 
in  good  standing  among  them  at  Roanoke,  111.,  act- 
ually did  baptize  two  or  three  applicants  by  trine 
immersion,  and  other  ministers  sanction  the  work 
by  holding  persons  so  baptized  in  good  fellow- 
ship. So  trine  immersion  like  gold,  while  they 
may  grumble  at  it,  yet  is  legal  tender  and  goes 
everywhere  at  par. 

As  to  accepting  any  challenge  for  debate,  always 
carry  the  debate  into  the  congregation  of  the  man 
that  makes  the  challenge.  When  you  give  this 
matter  a  little  thought  you  can  see  the  importance 
of  it.  In  this  way  the  truth  can  be  carried  into 
places  where  it  was  never  heard  in  its  fullness. 
Then  let  them  affirm  their  own  practice  by  the  Gos- 
pel. They  will  soon  find  where  they  are,  and  this 
rse  is  very  likely  to  take  all  the  debate  out  of 
them,  when  they  are  asked  to  take  Jesus  as  the 
Author  and  Finisher  of  their.faith. 

Stuttgart,  Ark. 


THE  LORD  OUR  RIOHTEOUSNESS. 


Number  Two. 

For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin; 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 2. 
Cor.  5:  21. 

Man  can  never  Satisfy  God  by  Works. — Since  nothi- 
ng short  of  absolute  perfection,  absolute  holiness, 
tbsolute  righteousness  can  satisfy  God's  claim  for 
justification,  it  seems  strange  that  any  man  would 
ever  think  of  laying  claim  to  justification  along  the 
line  of  works. 

The  folly  of  substituting  works  for  righteousness 
is  the  greatest  stumbling  block  in  the  church  to- 
day. It  is  the  wand  by  which  the  devil  charms  men 
and  women  into  self-righteousness,  and  by  which 
he  successfully  hinders  true  consecration  to  Christ, 
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Whenever  a  man  begins  to  depend  upon  his 
works,  he  will  at  once  begin  to  reason  as  Korah, 
Dathan,  and  Abiram  reasoned.  He  will  begin  to 
feel  like  the  Pharisee,— a  little  lack  of  consecration 
will  surely  make  no  difference  with  one  who  is  so 
good  in  God's  sight. 

True  consecration  will  give  more  of  the  spirit  of 
the  poor  publican,  and  the  cry  will  be:  "  Lord  1  do 
so  little;  help  me  to  do  more.  Lord,  not  my 
works,  but  thine  do  we  plead." 

Men  and  women  do  all  their  work  for  self,  and 
nothing  for  Christ  when  they  seek  justification  by 
works.  They  become  religious  misers,  their  re- 
ligion begins  and  ends  in  self;  it  is  niggardly  and 
selfish  in  all  its  bearings.  The  miser  starves  and 
freezes  himself,  practices  rigid  self-denial,— for 
what?  For  self,  to  gratify  a  morbid  craving  for 
gold,  to  have  something  for  old  age. 

The  religious  miser  attends  church,  squeezes  out 
his  pittance  to  help  the  poor,  to  help  build  church- 
es, and,  by  force  of  duty,  an  occasional  copper  to 
carry  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world,  prays  and  labors 
in  order  to  get  to  heaven  when  he  dies. 

He  niggardly  washes  feet,  salutes  with  a  kiss,  and 
wears  plain  clothes,  in  order  to  get  to  heaven  when 
he  dies.  Christ  will  say  to  every  religious  miser, 
"  Depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  iniquity."  "  I  nev- 
er knew  you."  Matt.  7:  23.  The  man  who  is  work- 
ing all  for  self  is  not  converted.  He  does  not  know 
the  joy  of  consecrated  service. 

The  man  who  works  for  the  Lord  from  a  sense  of 
duty  is  under  the  bondage  of  sin.  He  has  never 
stepped  into  the  glad,  free  service  of  the  child  who 
walks  in  the  light  of  life. 

If  mere  works  could  satisfy  God's  claim,  the  re- 
ligious miser,  and  the  professor  who  bravely  obeys 
the  Lord  because  it  is  his  duty  to  obey,  would 
stand  blameless.  The  consecrated  child  obeys  be- 
cause he  loves;  self  is  dropped  out.  The  thought 
of  duty,  as  such,  is  lost  in  loving  service. 

If  works  could  be  made  to  satisfy  God  we  would 
have  no  use  for  Christ,  no  use  for  the  atonement, 
for  works  would  carry  us  upon  their  own  merit. 
The  devil  would  gladly  get  us  to  substitute  our 
works  for  Christ's  righteousness. 

When  we  do  all  we  can,  our  lives  are  full  of  mis- 
takes, full  of  failures;  and  because  of  these,  we 
could  have  no  righteousness  if  God  had  not  foreor- 
dained that  we  should  be  righteous  by  the  blood  of 
Jesus.  The  Christian,  who  depends  upon  his  works 
for  perfection,  is  no  better  than  the  moral  man. 
Both  alike  deny  the  virtue  of  Christ's  life  and 
work. 

If  the  Christian  can  be  saved  by  his  works,  so  can 
the  moral  man,  but  all  who  depend  upon  their 
works  are  deluded  by  the  devil. 

God  has  set  a  standard,  and  that  standard  is  ab- 
solute perfection,  and  no  man  can  reach  it  by  his 
works.  "  If  the  righteous  scarcely  be  saved  where 
shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear?"  I  Pet. 
4:  18.  The  man  who  depends  upon  his  good  works 
is  an  ungodly  man,— that  is  he  is  without  God,  and 
cannot  be  saved. 

Good  works,  coupled  to  obedience  of  ordinances 
and  ceremony,  can  not  make  a  man  righteous.  Our 
only  righteousness  is  Christ,  our  Substitute. 

We  stand  justified  by  Christ's  righteousness. 
"  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by 
the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  Titus  3:  5.  God  "  hath  saved  us 
and  called  us  with  a  holy  calling,  not  according  to 
our  works,  but  according  to  his  own  purpose  and 
grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before 
the  world  began."     2  Tim.  1:0.. 

We  are  saved  not  according  to  works,  but  accord- 
ing to  God's  own  purpose,  that  Christ  may  be  all  in 
all.  "  Ye  are  saved  by  grace  through  faith  and  that 
not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God:  Not  of 
works,  lest  any  man  should  boast."     Eph.  2:  8,  9. 

All  who  depend  upon  their  works  for  salvation 
belong  to  the  class  who  "  being  ignorant  of  God's 
righteousness,  and  going  about  to  establish  their 


own  righteousness,  have  not  submitted  themselves 
unto  the  righteousness  of  God."     Rom.  10:  3. 

Works  cannot  save  because  they  cannot  give 
righteousness. 

Bridgcwater,  Va. 


THE  FOUR  SEASONS. 


BY  J.  H.  MILLER. 


We  have  spring  as  the  beginning  of  life,  when  all 
nature  comes  forth  in  her  beauty,  the  spear  of 
grass,  the  budding  of  the  trees,  the  sweet  warble  of 
birds,  the  warm  showers  of  rain,  and  the  soft 
breezes  from  the  sunny  south,  all  together  are  in- 
viting and  bring  forth  new  life. 

The  human  life  may  be  divided  into  four  sea- 
sons: 

1.  Spri»g  Time. — In  this  period  we  have  the 
youth  up  to  twenty  years  of  age.  How  tender  the 
youth!  The  body  full  and  plump!  The  limbs 
nimble  and  active!  The  five  senses  full  and  com- 
plete. The  memory  reaching  out  and  retaining! 
I  notice  often  in  the  young  mind  a  restless  dispo- 
sition,— looking  forward  to  a  time  of  manhood  or 
womanhood.  The  first  twenty  years  of  life  seem- 
ingly move  so  slowly.  The  mind  is  desirous  of  a  ful- 
ly developed  body, — hence  a  rapid  stride  for  knowl- 
edge and  power. 

2.  The  Summer  Time  of  Life. — This  will  reach  from 
twenty  to  forty.  This  seems  to  be  the  period  in 
which  the  body  can  undergo  the  most  hardships. 
In  this  period  men  do  more  hard  work  than  any 
o'her.  In  the  summer  time  of  life  men  and  women 
genrrally  make  a  mark.  The  farmer,  the  merchant, 
the  school  teacher,  the  business  man,— all  lay  a 
foundation  for  future  life.  This  is  the  most  desira- 
ble (in  addition  to  the  former  period),  to  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  Christian  work,  and  make  a  mark  in  the 
world,  as  did  the  old  workers  in  Bible  times.  The 
evangelists  John,  Paid,  and  Timothy,  made  a  mark 
in  early  life.  Their  work  was  done  in  the  summer  of 
life,  while  they  had  strength  and  courage. 

3.  Autumn. — The  third  period  of  the  year  will 
will  change  the  color  of  vegetation.  In  the  autumn 
vegetables  begin  to  ripen,  leaves  begin  to  fall, 
heavy  frosts  will  chill  the  air,  the  wind  sweeps 
around  the  cottage  home.  All  nature  is  undergo- 
ing a  change.  The  autumn  time  of  life  will  reach 
from  forty  to  sixty.  In  this  period  we  are  go- 
ing over  the  summit.  Life  is  like  going  up  and 
down  hill.  In  the  autumn  of  life  the  body  will  fade 
away,  the  hair  will  turn  to  a  silver  gray,  the  eye  ball 
will  flatten,  and  lose  its  power,  the  ear  becomes  dull 
of  hearing,  the  teeth  will  decay  and  drop  out,  the 
body  will  move  more  slowly  and  soon  will  falter  by 
the  way.  When  we  pass  the  fiftieth  mile-stone,  life 
is  rolling  us  down  hill.  Before  we  reach  the  fifti- 
eth mile-stone,  days,  weeks,  months  and  years 
seemingly  pass  slowly.  After  that  we  feel  like  put- 
ting on  the  brakes.  How  of  en  have  I  heard  the  re- 
mark, "  How  short  this  summer  or  winter  has  been!  " 
The  older  we  get,  the  swifter  time  rolls  us  on  to 
eternity. 

4.  The  winter  time  of  life.— This  reaches  from  sixty 
to  eighty.  "  The  days  of  our  years  are  threescore 
years  and  ten:  and  if  by  reason  of  strength  they  be 
fourscore  years,  yet  is  their  strength,  labor  and 
sorrow;  for  it  is  soon  cut  off,  and  we  fly  away. 
Psa.  90:  10. 

If  we  live  the  allotted  time,  eighty  years  will  wind 
up  our  earthly  career.  Some  have  the  privilege  to 
live  on  borrowed  time,  and  reach  ninety  or  one 
hundred,  and  a  few  reach  over  one  hundred.  I 
once  conversed  with  a  lady  that  was  one  hundred 
and  ten  years  of  age. 

The  winter  time  of  life  is  frail.  Often  the  eye 
will  lose  its  sight,  the  ear  its  hearing,  and  the  mouth 
its  teeth,  leaving  the  appearance  of  decay  and  de- 
crepitude. In  old  age  the  mind  is  easily  dis- 
turbed, and  the  body  easily  chilled.  Walking,  the 
feeble  frame  must  lean  upon  a  staff.  Soon  all'  will 
be  silent  in  death. 

The  winter  period  brings  frost,  snow  and  ice.  All 
nature  seems  chilled  with  a  sweeping  wind  passing 
over  the  earth,    In  the  fourth  season  of  life  the  icy 


hand  of  death  will  lay  the  body  low,  the  pale  mes- 
senger of  death  will  chill  the  body,  so  much  so,  that 
it  must  go  back  to  its  mother  earth.  When  winter 
comes,  vegetables  will  die,  and  the  strength  is 
driven  back  into  the  roots.  The  earth  holds  either 
the  seed  or  the  strength  until  spring  comes.  So 
will  the  wintry  blast  sweep  over  the  land  and  chill 
the  body  until  it  dies.  Then  it  will  go  to  the  grave 
(its  mother  earth)  until  the  spring  time  of  the  res- 
urrection, when  a  new  body  will  come  forth.  Paul 
tells  us,  "That  which  thou  sowest  is  not  quickened 
except  it  die."     I  Cor.  15:  36. 

In  order  that  we  may  live  again  we  must  die.  It 
is  appointed  unto  man  once  to  die,  but  after  this 
the  judgment."     Heb.  9:  27. 

Man  in  his  birth,  life  and  death  will  pass  through 
those  four  changes  if  he  lives  his  allotted  time. 
How  necessary  to  live  right  in  our  youth,  grow  in 
favor  with  God  in  our  manhood,  walk  with  God  in 
the  decline  of  life,  and  with  Elijah  cross  the  valley 
of  death,  and  rise  to  eternal  life  in  the  morning  of 
sweet  eternity! 

Goshen,  bid. 

LEADINO  US  INTO  TEMPTATION. 

BY  P.  LANDIS  FIKE. 

In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  51,  page  208,  first  col- 
umn, I  noticed  a  piece,  headed,  "  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,"  on  which  I  want  to  offer  a  few 
thoughts.  I  do  not  claim  to  thoroughly  under- 
stand it,  but  I  do  not  understand  it  as  the  writer  of 
the  article.  He  renders  it,  "  Suffer  us  not  to  be  led 
into  temptation."  I  claim  the  Lord  will  suffer  his 
children  to  be  led  into  temptation,  by  Satan,  to 
prove  them.  Turn  to  Job  1:  12,  "And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Satan,  Behold,  all  that  he  hath  is  in  thy 
power."  Job  2:  6.  "And  the  Lord  said  unto  Sa- 
tan, Behold,  he  is  in  thine  hand."  If  the  Lord  suf- 
fered his  faithful  to  be  tempted  then,  why  not  his 
children  now?  Notice  Matt.  4:  1.  "Then  was  Je- 
sus led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  to  he 
tempted  of  the  devil.  Here  Christ  was  led  into 
temptation.  What  was  this  for,  if  not  as  an  exam- 
ple for  us?  We  would  not  be  good  workers  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord  if  not  tempted.  The  Apostle 
James  says,  "  Blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth 
temptation."     James  1:  12. 

Paul  says,  "  For  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered, 
being  tempted."     Heb.  2:  18;  also  read  Heb.  4:  15. 

I  do  not  think  to  be  "  led  into  temptation  " 
means  to  give  way  to  that  temptation.  It  means 
simply  that  we  are  tested.  The  Apostle,  in  1  Cor. 
10:  13,  says,  "  There  hath  no  temptation  taken  you, 
but  such  as  is  common  to  man,  and  he  will  not  suf- 
fer us  to  be  tempted  above  that  we  are  able."  We 
may  sometimes  think  it  is  more  than  we  can  bear, 
but  this  is  because  we  do  not  put  our  entire  trust 
in  our  Redeemer. 

Eglon,  IV.  Va. 


DO  I  KNOW  JESUS? 


BY  MARY  HOOVER. 


"  Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet  hast  thou  not 
known  me,  Philip?" — John  14:  9. 

This  language  of  our  Savior,  to  one  of  his  chosen 
disciples,  suggests  three  prominent  thoughts: 

1.  The  possibility  of  being  a  professed  follower 
of  Jesus  and  yet  not  knoiving  him. 

2.  The  change  that  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  him  will  necessarily  bring  about. 

3.  The  effect  this  will  have  on  the  world.  The 
first  question,  then,  that  arises  for  each  one  to  an- 
swer is,  Am  I  acquainted  with  Jesus?  Have  I 
been  with  him  as  a  professed  follower  for  a  long 
time  (years  perhaps)  and  yet  do  not  know  him? 
How  much  of  the  time  do  I  spend  in  his  divine 
company,  talking  to  him  and  studying  his  holy 
Word?  How  many  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four 
do  I  spend  in  sweet  communion  with  him?  Are 
his  love,  his  commands  and  his  work  the  first  ob- 
ject of  our  lives?  Which  do  we  love  the  more  and 
work  the  harder  for,— Christ  or  the  world?    Hear 
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what  he  says:  «  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the 
love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  Methinks  wh 
our  blessed  Master  addressed  Philip,  he  may  also 
have  said,  "  Philip,  did  you  not  come  when  I  re- 
quested you  to  follow  me?  Did  you  not  even 
preach  my  name,  and  call  sinners  to  repentance? 
ble  that  you  have  been  with  me  all  this 
:  seen  my  deeds  of  love,  have  heard  my 
jracious  words  and  have  seen  my  power  mani- 
fested and  yet  have  not  known  me,  and  recognized 
:he  Father  in  me,  Philip?" 
The    question  again  suggests  itself  quite  forci- 
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sly,  How  well  am  I  acquainted 
second  thought  then  com 
him,  what  preceptible  change  will  tl 
me?  Will  it  not  change  my  appearan 
versation,  my  actions,  my  desires,  and 
tions?  Will  it  not  change  my  whoh 
Apostle  Paul  says,  "Therefore  if  any  man  be 
Christ  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things  have  passed 
away;  and  behold,  all  things  have  become  new." 
2  Cor.  5:  17.  Again,  "Wherefore  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord, 
and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I  will  re- 
ceive you."  2  Cor.  6:  17.  "Having  these  prom- 
ises, dearly  beloved,  let  us  cleanse  ourselves  from 
all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  ho- 
liness in  the  fear  of  God."     2  Cor.  7:  1. 

If  we   follow   these  instructions,  will  we  not  be 
preceptibly   changed?    We  will,    indeed,  be    new 
creatures.     What  does   this  imply?    Certainly  tin 
same  body  is  here,  but  our  desires,  our  aspiration; 
our  appearance,  our  life  is  changed  from  all   filthi- 
ness of  the  flesh  and  spirit.     Peter  say; 
then  that  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what 
manner  of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  in  all  holy  c 
versation    and  godliness."     2  Pet.  3:   II.     "But 
he  which  hath  called  you  is  holy,  so  be  ye  holy 
all  manner  of  conversation."     I  Pet.   I:   15.     Ag 
he  says,  "  But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal 
priesthood,  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people;  that 
ye  should  show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who  hath 
called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous  light. 
1  Pet.  2:  9. 

John  tells  us,  "  Love  not  the  world,  neither  th 
things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man  love  th 
world  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 
John  2:  15.  If  we  know  Jesus  fully,  will  we  be  er 
gaged  in  light-minded  joking  and  foolish  talking? 
No,  no.  Peter  says,  "  In  all  holy  conversation 
godliness," — dead  to  the  world.  "  For  ye  are 
and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God."  Col. 
When  we  consider  these  references  with  so  many 
others,  the  question  again  arises,  "How  well  do  I 
know  Jesus?  " 

The  third  thought  is,  that  if  those  of  us  who  pro- 
fess to  know  and  follow  him  will  reflect  the  light 
that  will  certainly  shine  if  Christ  and  the  Father 
are  in  us,  the  world  will  become  converted. 
Christ's  prayer,  John  17:  21,  is,  "  that  his  followers 
all  may  be  one;  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in 
thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us:  that  the 
world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 

This  oneness  in  Christ's  followers,  reflecting  the 
divine  glory  of  the  Father  and  Son  in  us  will  make 
us  perfect  in  one.  He  again  says,  "that  the  world 
may  know  that  thou  hast  sent  me." 

In  his  sermon  on  the  Mount,  Matt.  5:  14-16.  he 
says,  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world.  A  city  that 
is  set  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid.  Neither  do  men 
light  a  candle  and  put  it  under  a  bushel,  but  on  a 
candlestick;  and  it  giveth  light  unto  all  that  are  in 
the  house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men, 
that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

If,  by  our  good  works  and  godly  life,  men  may 
become  constrained  to  glorify  our  Father  which  is 
in  heaven,  will  this  not  mean  the  conversion  of  the 
world? 

Our  blessed  Savior,  in  his  prayer,  recorded  in 
John  17:  3,  says,  "And  this  is  life  eternal  that  they 
might  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent." 

Kind  reader,  is  this,  then,  not  very  important 
that  those  of  us,  who  profess  to  be  his  intimate 
friends,  see  that  we  reflect  the  divine  image  of  the 


Father  and  Son  in  our  bodies  and  spirits  which  are 
his,  and  strive  each  day  to  become  better  acquaint- 
ed with  Jesus? 
Chatham,  Ohio. 

DID  I  BUT  KNOW. 


Sometimes  the  query  arises  in  the  mind,  "  1  won- 
der if  the  Lord  really  notices  all  the  little  things 
that  tire,  trouble  and  worry  me  so  while  stemming 
the  storm  of  life.  Ah,  yes,  what  peace  it  would  af- 
ford if  I  only  knew." 

Doubting  heart,  be  still,  murmur  not,  for  he  real- 
ly does  notice  all.  If  the  hairs  of  your  head  are 
numbered,  and  each  little  tiny  sparrow  is  an  object 
of  his  care,  why  should  not  you  share  in  his  all- 
abounding  love  and  sympathy? 

The  poet  asks  this  all-absorbing  question,  and  by 
faith  gives  the  true  answer: 

"  I  wonder  if  He  really  shares 
In  all  my  little  human  cares— 

This  mighty  King  of  kings! 
If  He  who  guides  through  boundless  space 
Each  blazing  planet  in  its  place 
Can  have  the  condescending  grace 

To  mind  these  petty  things! 
Blent  with  each  ill  would  come  such  bliss. 

That  I  might  covet  pain! 
Dear  Lord,  my  heart  hath  not  a  doubt 
That  thou  dost  compass  me  about, 

With  sympathy  divine, 
Thy  love  for  me,  once  crucified 
Is  not  the  love  to  leave  my  side, 
But  waiteth  ever  to  divide 

Each  smallest  care  of  mine." 
If  this  be  true,— and  who  that  believes  his  Word 
can  doubt  it?— we  should  take  all  our  troubles  to 
him  as  the  little  child  seeks  its  mother  for  sympa- 
thy and  help  when  in  trouble.  It  is  this  abiding 
faith  and  trust  in  God  that  enables  the  Christian  to 
endure  trials  and  disappointments,  bereavements 
and  sorrows,  and  rest  lovingly  under  the  shadow  of 
his  wings,  supported  by  his  everlasting  arms. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


A  writer  in  the  Congrcgation/ilist  tells  of  a  Bap- 
tist preacher  "  who  never  searched  to  find  a  text, 
and  never  labored  to  make  a  plan  of  discourse." 
He  waited  until  a  text  was  impressed  upon  him  as 
the  one  suitable  for  the  occasion.  Sometimes  the 
last  hymn  before  the  sermon  would  be  well-nigh 
concluded  before  the  text  came,  but  it  always  came 
in  time  for  the  sermon  that  followed.  This  case  is 
not  given  as  an  example  to  be  followed.  Even  a 
faithful  and  constant  student  of  the  Bible,  as  this 
man  is  said  to  have  been,  will  find  such  a  course 
very  hazardous.  A  man  deeply  spiritual'  and  full 
of  the  Word  of  God  may  now  and  again  deliver  a 
most  excellent  discourse  out  of  the  fullness  of  his 
knowledge  and  experience,  without  special,  immedi- 
ate preparation,  but  let  thr-  beginner  avoid  the  risk 
— indeed,  the  certainty — of  failure  that  such  a 
course  will  secure  for  him. 
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THE  MINISTRY  OF  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST— Luke  2: 
15-aa. 

(Lesson  for  Jan.  ,q,  iSai.) 

Time.— A.  D.  26. 

Place. — The  wilderness  of  Judea,  a  rough,  moun- 
:ainous  and  thinly  populated  district  stretching 
llong  the  west  side  of  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead 

Persons.— John,  the  people,  Herod  and  Jesus. 

Introductory. — Eighteen  years  have  passed 
since  Jesus  at  the  age  of  twelve  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  passover  at  Jerusalem.  Quietly,  in  his 
humble  home  at  Nazareth,  our  Lord  has  grown 
from  boyhood  to  manhood.  For  more  than  four 
hundred  years  the  voice  of  prophecy  has  been  al- 
most entirely  hushed.  Suddenly  "a  young  man  of 
priestly  lineage,  clad  in  a  mantle  of  skin,  and  hav- 
ing his  home  in  the  wilderness,  stands  beside  the 
Jordan,  proclaiming  the  word  of  the  Lord."  This 
is  John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord, 
whose  ministry  we  are  now  to  study. 


I.  JOHN   THE    PREACHER. 

1.  He  was  pea/liar.  "All  men  mused  in  their 
hearts  of  John,  whether  he  were  the  Christ,  or  not." 
He  was  so  stern  and  uncomprising  in  his  words,  so 
self-exacting  in  his  life,  so  unlike  other  men  in  all 
things  that  it  was  a  question  as  to  whether  he  were 
not  the  Messiah.  We  need  uncompromising  preach- 
ers to-dry,— preachers  whose  lives  and  sermons  are 
more  unworldly  than  is  often  the  case.  It  is  a  pity 
that  we  should  have  preachers  who  are  so  like  the 
world  in  their  lives  and  manners  that  it  must  be 
said  of  them  that  "  All  men  muse  in  their  hearts  of 
I  hem,  whether  they  are  Christians,  or  not." 

2.  He  was  self  forget  fid.  "John  answered,  .... 
one  mightier  than  I  cometh,  the  latchet  of  whose 
shoes  I  am  not  worthy  to  unloose."  What  a  good 
opportunity  he  had,  when  many  were  ready  to  ac- 
cept him  as  the  Messiah,  to  declare  himself  the 
king  of  the  Jews  and  make  himself  a  great  name! 
But  his  mission  was,  not  to  preach  himself,  but  to 
preach  Christ.  We  have,  in  this  age,  too  many 
Johns,  whose  mission  seems  to  be  to  preach  John, 
too  few  who  are  preaching  Jesus  only;  too  many 
preachers  who  arc  trying  to  be  true  to  themselves, 
too  few  whose  first  purpose  it  is  to  be  true  to  their 
Lord  and  Christ.  He  who  consumes  twenty  min- 
utes in  a  thirty  minute  sermon  in  telling  what  he 
has  done  for  the  Lord  and  only  ten  minutes  in  tell- 
ing what  the  Lord  has  done  for  him,  is  making  him- 
self mightier  than  the  Lord,  instead  of  saying,  with 
John,  He  is  "  mightier  than  I." 

3.  He  was  candid.  He  preached  that  the  Lord 
"  will  gather  the  wheat  into  his  garner;  but  the 
chaff  he  will  burn  with  fire  unquenchable."  Ac- 
cording to  John's  preaching  the  garner  is  a  clean 
place,— a  place  for  the  wheat  only.  The  chaff  is  to 
be  otherwise  disposed  of.  It  is  not  wrong  to  have 
some  sermons  with  all  "garner"  and  no  "fire  un- 
quenchable," I  suppose,  but  we  should  take  care 
that  we  do  not  siy  so  little  about  the  latter  as  to 
leave  the  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  people 
that  there  is  no  such  thing.  It  is  a  pity  that 
preachers  should  be  so  afraid  of  harrowing  the  feel- 
ings of  their  hearers  as  to  preach  both  wheat  and 
chaff  into  the  garner  and  represent  heaven  as  the 
common  receptacle  for  everything,  both  good  and 
bad,  when  the  teachings  of  Scripture  are  so  plainly 
to  the  contrary. 

II.  JOHN  THE  SUFI-ERER, 

"  Herod shut  up  John  in  prison,"  because 

he  boldly  denounced  "  all  the  evils  which  Herod 
had  done."  The  question  in  John's  mind  was  not 
whether  he  would  suffer  for  what  he  said  but  wheth- 
er be  ought  to  say  it.  So  long  as  there  is  the  ele- 
ment of  evil  in  society  it  is  the  minister's  duty  to 
denoun'-e  it,  let  the  consequences  be  as  they  may. 
And  so  long  as  there  is  evil  in  society  the  good 
may  expect  to  suffer  unjustly,  and  he  who  never 
strikes  sin  vigorously  enough  to  provoke  a  resent- 
ment may  well  question  as  to  whether  he  is  as  ag- 
gressive in  his  batt'e  against  evil  as  he  should  be. 
Let  come  what  will,  the  true  servant  of  God  must 
speak  against  evil  in  places  high  and  low. 

III.  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST. 

I.  Baptism  sanctioned.  While  going  forward  faith- 
fully in  the  work  of  making  disciples  of  his  humble 
brethren,  John  was  so  highly  honored  as  to  be 
called  upon  to  administer  the  rite  of  baptism  to  the 
Lord  himself.  Thus  the  Lord  places  his  sanction 
upon  this  rite  and  teaches  us  that  if  He  who  is 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  would  submit  to 
the  rite,  it  becomes  no  poor  mortal  man  to  regard 
it  as  beneath  him.  It  was  necessary  to  a  fulfillment 
of  all  righteousness  then;  it  is  necessary  now. 

2.  Baptism  bit ssed.  This  baptism  was  followed  by 
the  opening  of  heaven,  the  descent  of  the  Spirit  and 
the  special  recognition  of  the  Father.  If  we  would 
have  heaven  opened  to  our  spiritual  vision  in  the 
most  blessed  sense,  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  be  recognized  as  the  true  children  of  the 
Father,  members  of  the  body  of  Christ,  we  must 
yield  our  spirits  in  repentance  and  our  bodies  in 
baptism,  for  "  he  that  belicveth  and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved."  James  M.  Neff. 

Frititdale,  Ala. 
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THE  TRUE  PATH  TO  HEAVEN. 


SELECTED   I 
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There  is  a  path  that  leads 

All  others  go  astray,— 
Narrow  hut  pleasant  is  the  road 

And  Christians  love  the  way. 
It  leads  straight  through  this  world  of  sin, 

And  dangers  must  he  passed. 
But  those  who  holdly  walk  therein 

Will  come  to  heaven  at  last. 
While  the  hroad  road  where  thousands  go 

urn  aside,  I  know 


Andr 

To  walk  with  s 
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i  then 


t  my  feeble  steps  should  slide 
Or  wander  from  tby  way, 
Lord,  condescend  to  be  my  guide 
And  I  shall  never  stray. 
fftirrisburg,  Pa. 

REAL  HUMILITY. 
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ust  decrease." — John  3:  30. 
alt  another  when  we  our- 
re  being  exalted.  It  is  hard  for  us  to  ex- 
virtues  of  another  when  our  own  virtues, 
our  own  work,  and  our  own  reputation  are  being 
held  up  before  the  gaze  of  an  approving  people. 
It  is  hard  to  conquer  self.  The  hardest  battle  ev- 
er fought  is  the  battle  with  self.  It  requires  great- 
er bravery,  greater  determination,  greater  heroism, 
greater  patriotism  to  subdue  our  own  selfish  pro- 
pensities than  it  does  to  face  the  enemy  upon  a 
hundred  battlefields.  But  in  this  great  battle  with 
self,  beads  of  sweat  and  briny  tears  are  the  blood 
we  shed,  the  shafts  of  Satan  are  the  leaden  balls 
that  we  meet,  and  the  rattle  of  musketry  and  the 
bursting  of  shells  are  but  the  sirenic  whispers  of 
the  evil  one. 

John  the  Baptist,  possessing  real  humility,— the 
humility  that  can  say,  "  I  am  not  worthy  to  un- 
loose the  latchet  of  his  shoe,"  and  "one  Cometh 
mightier  than  I,"— was  enabled  to  say,  "  He  must 
increase,  but  I  must  decrease."  His  prophecy  was 
true.  Christ  has  increased  from  that  day.  We  ex- 
alt him  in  every  prayer  we  make.  The  apostles 
exalted  him  in  all  they  said  and  did.  The  angels 
of  heaven  exalt  him,  for  they  chanted  heavenly 
harmony  at  his  carnal  birth.  God  himself  exalts 
him  when  he  says,  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased;  hear  him."  But  can  we 
not  exalt  him  more  than  we  do?  How?  By  lov- 
ing and  serving  his  church  in  every  capacity  in 
which  we  are  able,  and  by  making  ourselves  able, 
in  a  multiplicity  of  ways,  in  which  we  are  incapa- 
ble now.  By  taking  the  church  into  the  world 
without  taking  the  world  into  the  church.  By 
waging  a  ceaseless  warfare  with  self,  and  letting 
our  friends  and  neighbors  and  enemies  see  that  we 
are  victors. 
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ot  mean  self-debasement,  self 
or  self-abandonment.  It  does  nol 
n-cast  face  before  men  but  before  God 
pride  in  their  humility.  Such  is 
real  humility.  If  we  feel  proud  of  the  fact  that 
look  humble  to  an  observer,  we  do  wrong.  " 
hateth  a  proud  look,"  of  course  refers  to  the  mie 
or  cast  of  the  countenance.  Men  who  have  all  ex 
ternal  appearances  of  humility,  except  a  prou 
look  upon  the  countenance,  are  still  guilty  of  th 
proud  look. 

It  is  told  that  at  one  time  a  pr 
minister  was  invited  by  Spurge 
pulpit  one  Sunday  morning.  Th 
wrongly  felt  elated  at  the  invitation, 
time  arrived,  walked  with  proud  step  and  proud 
looks  up  into  the  pulpit.  But  his  mind  failed  to 
perform  its  proper  functions,  his  words  became  in- 
distinct and  his  sentences  disconnected,  and  lie 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  pulpit  in  the  greatest 
abjection  and,  as  he  seemed  to  think,  disgrace. 
Mr.  Spurgeon  then  ascended  the  pulpit  and,  turn- 
ing to  the  young  minister,  said,  "  Had  you  come  up 
into  the  pulpit  in  the  manner  in  which  you  went 
down,  then  you  might  have  gone  down  as  you  went 
up."  He  might  have  added,  "To  you  this  is  prob- 
ably your  best  sermon,  but  to  your  audience  the 
worst." 
Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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INDIVIDUAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

BY  WEALTHY  A.  BURKHOLDER. 

That  every  one  of  us  must  give  an  account  of 
imself  is  plainly  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  We 
rill  be  held   responsible   for  every   idle   word    we 


onduct,  but,  to 
t  upon 
deep- 
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that  they  are  making 
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speak,  and  not  only  for  our  own  c 
a  certain  extent,   for  the  influence  ' 
others.     Individual  responsibility  sh 
ly  impressed  upon  all 
should   be   made  to 

a  contract  with  God,  and  their  success  in  the  Chris- 
tian life,  as  well  as  that  of  those  with  whom  they 
are  closely  associated,  depends  a  great  deal  on 
their  influence.  None  can  afford  to  act  independ- 
ent of  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  church,  which 
we  profess  to  love,  and  where  we  promised  to  live 
and  labor. 

The  success  and  purity  of  the  church  depends 
upon  us  individually.  If  every  one  who  professes 
Christianity  would  exemplify  it  in  every  particu- 
lar,—be  a  "living  epistle  known  and  read  of  all 
men,"— then  the  church  would  be  pure.  Individu- 
al responsibility  is  not  taught  nor  felt  as  it  should 
be,  and  until  this  is  the  case,  we  cannot  expect 
the  church,  as  a  body,  to  prosper  as  it  should. 

Each  one  should  feel  concerned  in  this  matter 
and  not  try  to  do  anything  that  is  inconsistent 
with  the  profession  we  have  made,  nor  mar  the 
feelings  of  those  who  are  interested  in  our  divine 
progress. 

"  To  every  man  his 
cupy  the  same  positic 
callings  in  life,  but  ot 
to  the  Master.  Christ 
carpenter-shop,  and  so  to-day,  those  who  are  liv- 
ing to  his  honor  and  glory,  give  honor  and  dig- 
nity to  any  humble  sphere  in  life  they  may  occupy. 
It  is  a  mistaken  idea  that  only  the  world's  great 
men  and  women,— those  who  stand  prominent  in 
church  and  State,— are  the  noble  in  God's  sight. 
The  humblest  living,  perhaps,  in  obscurity,  away 
from  the  gaze  of  a  gay  and  applauding  world,  may 
be  performing  his  duties  with  a  greater  zeal,  and 
with  more  of  that  spirit  which  characterized  the 
mission  and  life  of  Christ,  than  the  former  class. 

Individual  responsibility  is  very  much  needed 
among  the  young  people,  and  especially  the  young 
women.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  young 
women  to  discountenance  evil  in  whatever  form 
it  appears.  Were  they  to  take  a  more  decided 
stand  against  tobacco  and  tippling,  there  would 
be  a  reformation  in  the  land.  They  wield  a  mighty 
influence  and  should  individually  labor  for  purity 
and  holiness^in  the  lives  of  the  young  men  who 
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seek  their  society.  A  great  and  important  work 
is  assigned  to  the  young  women  of  to-day  and 
they  should  arise  from  their  lethargy  and  work  with 
the  zeal  that  the  cause  demands. 

The  thought,  then,  that  we  are  not  only  re- 
sponsible for  our  life,  but  also  for  the  influence 
we  exert  upon  others,  should  incite  us  to  greater 
diligence  to  labor  for  the  elevation  of  humanity 
and  for  the  purity  and  upbuilding  of  our  own  be- 
loved Brotherhood.  Time  is  passing,  and  many 
golden  opportunities  are  being  sadly  neglected 
with  still  sadder  results.  In  the  great  day  of  set- 
tlement let  it  not  be  said  of  us  we  neglected  our 
duty  and  failed  to  fill  the  mission  given,  but  rather 
let  us  merit  the  plaudit,  "  She  hath  done  what 
she  could." 

"We  live  in  deeds,  not  years;  in  thoughts,  not  in  breaths; 
In  feelings;  not  in  figures  on  a  dial; 
We  should  count  time  by  heart-throbs;  he  most  lives, 
Who  thinks  most,  feels  noblest,  acts  the  best." 


Neivburg.  Pa. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


— Every  Sunday  school  teacher  will  be  greatly 
helped  by  reading,  "  The  Seven  Laws  of  Teaching." 

— If  you  wish  to  read  towards  greater  devotfon, 
read  the  "  Non-Such  Professor." 

— If  you  want  to  know  what  missions  can  do 
for  the  very  lowest,  read  the  "  Cannibals  of  New 
Guinea." 

— I  notice  that  in  the  hospital  some  are  continu- 
ally complaining,  while  others  are  well  satisfied. 
The  nurses,  with  their  white  caps  and  plain  man- 
ner of  dress,  give  the  most  careful  attention  to 
all  the  patients.  The  food  is  adapted  to  the 
physical  condition  of  the  patient,  and  everything 
is  neat,  clean  and  airy.  All  the  attendants  do 
their  best  to  add  to  your  comfort. 

— I  notice,  too,  in  the  hospital,  that  some  pa- 
tients are  constantly  manufacturing  sympathy  for 
themselves,  while  others  suffer  quietly.  Those 
of  the  first  class  get  little  sympathy  from  their 
fellow-patients,  while  those  of  the  second  class 
get  much.  Some  people,  out  of  the  hospital, 
would  have  more  friends  if  they  would  not  mag- 
nify their  own  sorrows  so  much. 

— The  happiest  person  in  the  world  always  has 
something  to  do,  and  has  nothing  at  all  that  he 
does  not  regard  as  entirely  belonging  to  the  Lord. 

—The  silver  rupee,  value  twenty-five  to  thy-ty 
cents,  is  the  largest  coin  in  India.  There  is  no 
gold  coin,  because  as  soon  as  a  native  gets  hold 
of  a  gold  coin  he  buries  it  or  makes  it  into  orna- 
ments to  wear,  so  he  can  keep  it.  Is  the  same  not 
true  of  many  Christians?  They  have  fine  gold  in 
their  new-born  life,  but  they  bury  it  lest  they 
should  lose  it.  With  such  the  Lord  is  not  well 
pleased. 

—Several  mornings  early  I  went  to  the  top  of 
the  hospital  tower,  elevated  a  little  above  the 
roof,  to  look  about  and  to  be  alone  in  Communion 
with  God.  I  noticed  that  the  higher  up  one  gets 
the  farther  he  can  see.  Then  I  thought  of  the 
fact  spiritually.  The  higher  up  we  are  the  farther 
we  see,  until  very  close  to  God,  when  we  can  see 
the  whole  suffering,  sinful  world,  and  desire,  seek, 
labor,  give,  pray  for  the  conversion  of  people,  even 
in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth. 

—If  half  of  all  our  ministers,  and  two  hundred 
more,  could  be  at  once  sent  to  India,  and  counted 
with  the  thousand  missionaries  already  there,  each 
one  would  have  20,000  people  to  learn  from  his 
lips  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ. 

—If  I  have  no  talent  but  a  regenerated  life, 
shall  I  hide  that  to  keep  it  from  the  evil  of  the 
world?  Then,  whom  shall  I  represent,  in  the  par- 
able of  the  talents,  when  the  Lord  shall  come? 

— In  many  of  our  large  American  cities  may  be 
found  a  comfortable  restaurant,  with  Scripture  texts 
on  the  walls  and  Dennett's  on  the  front  window. 
The  employees  hold  a  prayer  service  each  morn- 
ing before  opening,  and  the  restaurants  are  not 
open  Sundays.  Well,  years. ago  Mr.  Dennett  was 
a  railroad   engineer,   but  quit  the  service  because 
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he  had  to  work  on  Sundays.  Now  he  is  probably 
the  richest  restaurant  man  in  the  world. 

— The  church  is  like  a  hospital  in  some  respects. 
They  won't  let  a  man  go  out  of  the  hospital  until 
he  is  well,  and  when  he  is  well  they  send  him  out 
at  once.  The  church  has  great  need  to  send  out 
no  teachers  but  those  who  are  well,— willing  to 
stand  by  the  church,  able  to  defend  any  Gospel 
truth,  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  when  she 
has  such  well  ones,  she  ought  to  send  them  to  the 
field  at  once. 

— One  morning  when  the  doctor  was  going  his 
daily  round,  I  said,  "Well,  doctor,  tell  us  your 
secret."  He  looked  seriously  at  me,  came  nearer, 
and  asked,  "What's  that."  I  replied,  "You  are 
always  cheerful  and  smiling."  "  Ah."  he  said,  "it's 
seeing  my  patients  get  well.  If  they  don't  get 
well,  you  don't  see  a  smile  on  my  countenance." 
Now  doctors  are  not  unlike  preachers.  If  the 
members  are  well,— true  to  the  faith,  full  of  holy 
zeal,  at  peace,  eager  to  save  others,  charitable, 
prayerful,  etc.,— the  minister  is  sure  to  be  happy. 
I  suggest  that  young  members  stand  by  the  min- 
isters more.  Pray  for  them!  Consult  them  often! 
Tell  them  you  want  to  work.  Present  them  with 
a  good  book  sometimes.  If  they  are  needy,  sur- 
prise them  with  a  gift  of  a  one  or  five  dollar  bill. 
They  will  be  happier,  and  so  will  you. 

Etiropean  General  Hospital,  Bombay,  Ind. 


house,  so  the  prophet  Haggai  likened  their  doing 
to  putting  their  money  into  a  bag  with  holes.  Tin 
12:  33,  "Sell    that   yi 


in  Luke 


General  Missionary  0  Tract  Department 

Committee:-- 

£.  Ebv,  Chairman, Booth  Kansas. 

D.  L.  Miller,  Vice-chairman  and  Treasurer. .  .  Mount  Morri3.  III. 

S.  F.  Sanger Bridgcwatcr.  Va. 

S.  R.  ZUG Mastersonvillc.  Pa. 

ISAAC  FRANTZ ' Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

f^-Al!  money  and  correspondence  intended  lor  any  ot  the  missions  un- 
der tlie  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 
addressed  to  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  Mount 
Morris,  111.    (Galen  B.  Rover,  Secretary.) 

WHAT  SHALL  IT  PROFIT  ME  THEN? 


What  shall  it  profit  me  by  and  by? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  then? 
If  by  my  toil  the  whole  world  I  should  gain, 
Spending  my  strength  on  its  treasures  vain, 
Trusting  not  him  who  for  sinners  was  slain, 

What  will  it  profit  me  then? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  by  and  by? 

What  shall  it  profit  me  then? 
If  in  a  world  of  enjoyment  and  show, 
Or  in  the  path  of  its  pleasures  I  go, 
Seeking  not, — caring  not, — Jesus  to  know, — 

What  shall  it  profit  me  then? 

Naught  will  it  profit  me  by  and  by- 
Naught  will  it  profit  me  then; 
After  a  life  of  much  sorrow  and  woe; 
Down  to  the  place  of  Despair  I  must  go; 
Ever  and  ever  its  torments  to  know, — 

Naught  will  it  profit  me  then. 

What  will  it  profit  me  by  and  by? 

What  will  it  profit  me  then? 
If  I  renounce  all  my  idols  to-day, 
Walk  with  my  Lord  in  the  heavenly  way, 
Love  him,  and  serve  him,  and  trust  him  alway,— 

What  will  it  profit  me  then? 

Much  will  it  profit  me  by  and  by; 
Much  will  it  profit  me  then: 
I  shall  be  robed  in  a  garment  all  white, 
Dwell  in  the  mansions  of  glory  and  light, 
Gaze  on  the  face  of  a  Savior  so  bright- 
Much  will  it  profit  me  then. 

Yes,  it  will  profit  me  by  and  by; 

Yes,  it  will  profit  me  then; 
If  from  the  right  path  my  feet  do  not  stray, 
If  I  but  follow  my  Savior  alway  — 
Then,  when  we  meet  in  the  great  judgment  day, 

Oh,  it  will  profit  me  then! 


•  •  A  BAO  WITH  HOLES." 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELV. 

In  Haggai  r.  6,  latter  clause,  we  read,  "And  he 
that  earneth  wages,  earneth  wages  to  put  it  into  a 
bag  with  holes  "  In  the  time  of  King  Danus  the 
people  were  very  worldly,  and  spent  their  wages 
foolishly,  instead  of  helping  to  build  up  the  Lord  s 


yourselves  bags  which 

heavens  that  faileth 

2S,   neither  moth   cor- 


word  "  bag  "  is  fo 
have,  and  give  alms; 
wax  not  old,  a  treasu 
not,  where  no  thief  a 
rupteth  " 

Many  servants  of  God  are  now  striving  to  bring 
souls  into  the  kingdom,  and  we  are  made  to  re- 
joice that  so  many  are  coming,  but  to  those  who 
still  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  would  say,  "Consider 
your  ways,"  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side  like  all 
the  people  did  in  Haggai's  time,  when  "they  came 
and  did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
their  God."  May  we  all  prove  faithful  to  our  bap- 
tismal vows!  To  all  Christian  workers  at  home 
or  abroad  I  would  say,  "  Be  not  weary  in  well  do- 
ing, for  in  due  time  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not." 

Middletown,  Pa  ,  Dec.  j. 

CONVALESCENT  REFLECTIONS. 


Last  week  the  doctor  suggested  that  I  go  to  the 
Convalescent's  Home  at  Khandalla.  1  told  him  I 
had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  do  so.  A  day  or 
two  later  he  said,  "  Now,  Mr.  Stover,  I  urgently 
recommend  you  to  go  to  Khandalla.  If  you  return 
to  your  work  as  you  are,  you  will  soon  come  to  us 
again  with  fever:  but  you  are  not  in  need  of  hos- 
pital treatment  any  longer."  So  I  yielded  to  his 
advice. 

Khandalla  is  a  hill  station  about  seventy  miles 
from  Bombay.  It  is  quite  cool  and  autumn-like 
here,  being  about  2,000  feet  in  elevation.  I 
write  a  description  of  the  trip  from  Bombay  to 
Khandalla  up  the  ghauts  or  mountain  passes, 
the  Visitor. 

I  have  arranged  to  remain  here  ten  days.  Then, 
Providence  permitting,  I  wish  to  return  to  Bombay 
and  meet  Bro.  D.  L.  and  sister  Miller,  and  tak 
them  to  our  humble  Bulsar  home.  How  glad  w 
will  be  to  receive  them!  How  glad  we  will  be  that 
I,  too,  can  return  to  Bulsar,  where  we  lived 
worked  together,  it  seems,  O,  so  long  ago!  From 
any  further  illness  and  prolonged  delays  in 
much-loved  work,  O  Lord,  deliver  us! 
%  #  * 

Twenty-five  cents  a  year  ought  surely  to  put  a 
monthly  missionary  journal  into  every  Christian 
home  in  the  land.  If  our  Fraternity  owned  one 
such,  it  seems  to  me  there  would  be  a  splendid  op 
portunity  for  some  live  young  members  to  do  a  bit 
of  mission  work.  Get  a  big  list  of  subscrib 
Members  and  not-members  would  easily  subsci 
for  such  a  paper  at  such  a  price,  if  the  matter 
would  be  properly  presented  to  them.  I  said  "  If.' 
Well,  well!  Thank  the  Lord!  We  have  just  such 
a  paper.     It  is  the  Missionary  Visitor. 

I  remember  with  pleasure  a  bargain  my  father 
used  to  have  with  me  as  a  boy  before  he  was  call"  J 
home.  It  was  this:  As  soon  as  I  would  read 
book  through  twice,  it  was  my  book,  and  he  wou 
get  me  another  on  the  same  conditions.  As  the 
holidays  are  approaching,  and  will  be  past  by 
the  time  this  reaches  the  faithful  readers  of  th 
Messenger,  we  wonder  just  a  little  how  many 
of  the  dear  brethren  and  sisters  will  give  pres- 
ents that  can  not  help  doing  more  harm  than 
good.  Can  a  Christian  who  is  infilled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  give  presents  that  will  do  more  harm 
than  good?  A  good  test  can  be  made  by  the  pres- 
ents we  give. 

I  thank  the  Lord  that  I  am  one  of  the  common 
people,  and  that  among  such  I  was  born,  Here  at 
Khandalla,  in  the  Home,  I  am  in  the  general  ward. 
There  are  private  wards  also,  at  two  and  a  half 
times  the  price  of  the  general  ward.  Some  "gen- 
tlemen "  are  at  present  in  these  private  wards.  We 
cannot  avoid  hearing  their  conversation  some- 
times.    It  seems  these  "gentlemen"  know  a  little 


of  college  life  and  have  rich  parents,  but  if  they 
1  compelled  to  make  a  living  for  themselves,  I 
think  they  would  go  many  a  day  hungry.  They 
look  with  disdain  upon  the  class  of  people  who  oc- 
py  the  general  ward.  "Too  common."  "Not 
proper  gentlemen."  Poor  fellows,  their  "  gentle- 
ly  excellence"  is  their  weaknessl  How  I  pity 
them  in  their  "  vewy  pwoper  depowtment."  The 
Lord  looketh  upon  the  heart  and  knoweth  all. 
Convalescent's  Home,  Khandalla,  Nov.  29. 


WHAT  A  PREACHER  CAN  DO. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Peck,  a  wide-awake  Methodist  preach- 
er, believes  in  having  every  family  in  his  charge 
take  the  church  paper.  He  holds,  that  to  keep 
members  interested  in  church  matters  they  must 
be  induced  to  read  the  church  news  and  keep 
posted  on  the  doctrine  and  movements  of  the 
church.  Here  is  a  part  of  what  he  says  about  his 
method.  It  may  help  a  few  of  our  elders  and 
preachers  to  think  and  act: 

1.  I  took  the  paper  into  the  pulpit.  I  opened 
it  wide  and  showed  it  to  the  people,  I  expatiated 
upon  its  beauties,  its  benefits,  its  departments,  its 
necessity  to  any  member  who  would  be  an  intelli- 
gent Methodist  and  know  the  current  history  of 
his  church.  I  warmed  with  my  theme  and  exhort- 
ed. I  appealed  to  their  loyalty.  I  excoriated  the 
disloyalty  that  dropped  the  church  papers  and 
took  outside  papers,  especially  if  they  were  cheap. 
I  told  of  the  bread  they  were  taking  out  of  the 
mouth  of  hungYy  superannuates,  widows,  and  or- 
phans of  our  church,  to  put  money  into  the  coffers 
of  outside  publishers.  I  portrayed  the  fact  that 
the  paper  was  worth  five  cents  a  week, — all  it 
costs, — to  any  family  in  the  prepared  exposition 
of  the  Sunday  school  lesson.  I  swept  the  whole 
keyboard  of  incentives  to  take  the  paper.  Then 
when  the  iron  had  been  made  hot  by  striking,  I 
struck  to  weld  it  by  taking  subscriptions  on  the 
spot/  I  got  all  I  could  on  Sunday  as  a  religious 
work.  I  used  blank  cards  often  in  the  pews.  I 
nailed  their  ears  to  the  paper  with  a  pencil. 

2.  I  followed  up  this  bombardment  from  the 
pulpit  by  a  renewed  attack  at  closer  range  in  the 
prayer  meeting.  I  repeated  the  effort  in  the 
prayer  meeting  at  intervals.  I  always  gained  some 
at  the  close  of  a  warm  prayer  meeting. 

3.  I  next  put  a  clean  copy  of  the  paper  in  my 
pocket,  and  started  on  my  pastoral  visitation  each 
afternoon.  By  this  time  1  had  made  a  list  of  all 
who  ought  to  take  the  paper,  but  had  not  sub- 
scribed. With  this  list  and  the  paper  in  my 
pocket,  I  began  sharp-shooting  at  close  range. 
I  went  to  the  house,  the  store,  the  shop,  the  facto- 
ry. I  pulled  out  my  paper  and  my  list.  I  sub- 
mitted the  question.  Most  surrendered  at  once 
when  thus  individually  appealed  to.  The  few  that 
hesitated  I  stayed  with  till  they  "  saw  a  great 
light"  and  subscribed.  Only  here  and  there  an 
obtuse  or  stingy  soul  escaped. 

4.  There  were  always  a  few  poor  people  who 
could  not  afford  to  take  the  paper.  On  Christmas 
or  New  Year's  I  would  state  this  fact  to  the  pub- 
lic congregation,  and  ask  the  well-to-do  to  send 
a  Christmas  or  New  Year's  gift  to  these  poor  that 
would  come  every  week  in  the  year.  This  always 
met  with  a  quick  response. 

5.  At  the  close  of  the  revival  each  year  I  ap- 
pealed to  all  new  converts  to  take  a  church  paper. 
I  explained  the  benefit,  and  urged  on  them  the 
duty  of  taking  a  church  paper. 


"  Here  is  a  whole  sermon  in  a  sentence,  by  Han- 
nah Moore:  'He  who  cannot  find  time  to  consult 
his  Bible  will  one  day  find  that  he  has  time  to  be 
sick;  he  who  has  no  time  to  pray  must  find  time  to 
die;  he  who  can  find  no  time  to  reflect  is  more 
likely  to  find  time  to  sin;  he  who  cannot  find  time 
for  repentance  will  find  an  eternity  in  which  re- 
pentance will  be  of  no  avail;  he  who  cannot  find 
time  to  work  for  others  may  find  an  eternity  in 
which  to  suffer  f~-  t*:™""  " 
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Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  is  now  engaged  in  a  series 
of  meetings  at  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 


The  Brethren  have  built  a  new  house  of  worship 
in  Morrill,    Kans.     It   was  dedicated  a   few  weeks 


Seven  additions  are  reported  in  the  Duncansville 
church,  Ta.,  as  the  result  of  a   late  series  of  meet- 


Near  the  close  of  December,  eight  applied  for 
tembership  in  the  Saugerville  church,  Virginia, 
ind  were  baptized. 


Six  were  recently  baptized  in  the  Glen  River 
church,  Nebraska.  There  were  also  two  applicants 
and  one  restored  to  fellowship. 


A  letter  from  Bro.  D.  L.  M 
is  safe  arrival  in  India,  from  which  pi 
ommunicate  some  interesting  letters. 


nfor: 


of 


Bro.  J.  M.  Mohlek,  of  Lewistown,  Pa.,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  Flora,  Ind.,  Jan.  2, 
expecting  to  continue  for  some  weeks. 


Until  further  notice,  Bro.  b.  N.  McCann  should 
be  addressed  at  New  York  Ila'.l,  Louisville,  Ky. 
He  says  he  is  promised  all  the  work  he  can  do  un- 
til the  coming  fall. 


Some  of  the  churches  that  are  keeping  up  their 
Sunday  schools  for  the  first  time  this  winter,  re- 
port a  better  attendance  than  during  the  summer 
months.  There  ought  to  be  more  winter  Sundav 
schools. 


The  New  York  Independent  lot  Jan.  2  is  a  most 
important  issue,  as  it  contains  nearly  forty  articles 
by  as  many  different  writers,  giving  a  brief  account 
of  the  work  and  condition  of  the  various  denomi- 
nations. In  the  report  our  own  people  are  not 
neglected. 

A  number  of  ministers  are  with  us  this  week,  and 
among  them  Bro.  L.  W.  Teeter,  who  is  teaching  a 
class  in  doctrine  during  the  Special  Bible  Term. 
We  only  wish  we  could  spare  the  time  to  be  with 
them  more,  but  we  dare  not  neglect  our  work  on 
the  Messenger. 

On  page  808,  in  No.  51,  of  last  volume,  are  two 
mistakes  to  which  Bro.  C.  H.  Brown  calls  our  at- 
tention. In  the  first  column  the  meeting  men- 
tioned at  Navarre.  Kans.,  where  there  were  eight 
accessions,  should  have  been  credited  to  Monitor. 
In  the  third  column  the  meetings  mentioned  in 
connection  with  Bro.  J.  E.  Young's  work  were  held 
in  the  Chapman  Creek  church. 


By  authority  of  the  General  Mission  Board  we 
are  instructed  to  say  that  all  money  for  the  Chil- 
dren's Mission  in  Chicago,  must  invariably  be  ad- 
dressed to  sister  Lizzie  B.  Howe,  183  Hastings 
Street,  who  will  account  to  the  Board  for  all  the 
money  received.    

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  paper,  have 
we  received  so  many  encouraging  letters  from  our 
patrons.  We  would  like  to  publish  some  of  them, 
but  our  pages  are  so  well  filled  with  other  interest- 
ing matter  that  we  can  do  no  more  than  thank  one 
and  all  for  their  words  of  cheer,   trusting  that  this 


ay  be  the  happiest  ye 


af  the 


We  arc  asked  to  state  whether  the  Brethren  per- 
mit Sunday  school  officials  to  go  to  law?  It  has 
long  been  rulable  among  our  people  not  to  allow 
any  of  her  members  to  enter  suit  against  an  out- 
sider without  first  counseling  the  church.  This  not 
only  applies  to  Sunday  school  officers,  but  to  all 
the  members  alike.  As  for  members 'going  to  law 
with  each  other,  it  is  not  permitted  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, and  those  who  violate  these  rules 
should  be  called  to  account. 


A  brother  and  his  wife  in  Virginia,  celebrated 
their  twenty-fifth  marriage  anniversary  by  sending 
a  draft  for  Sioo  for  the  Asia  Minor  Mission.  He 
says  in  his  letter,  "  I  remember  about  the  time  I 
joined  the  church,  of  a  piece  being  published  in 
one  of  our  periodicals,  written  by  a  working,  vener- 
ated, but  now  departed  brother,  in  which  he  ex- 
pressed the  thought  that  the  Gospel  was  first  pro- 
claimed in  the  East  and  had  traveled  West.  Now 
it  was  not  our  duty  to  carry  it  back.  It  caused  me 
to  think  seriously,  and  often,  in  so  doing.  I  could 
not  accept  it  from  the  Bible  standpoint.  The  Gos- 
pel is  to  be  preached  to  every  creature  as  a  witness 
before  the  end  comes.  If  their  forefathers  for- 
feited their  high  privilege,  that  is  no  reason  their 
children  should  be  deprived  of  the  Gospel."-—  Mis- 
sionary Visitor. 

/'Some  of  those  who  are  reading  Bro.  S.  N.  Mc- 
Cann's  series  of  articles,  now  appearing  in  the 
Messenger,  will,  in  the  first  chapters,  find  asser- 
tions that,  taken  alone,  do  not  seem  to  accord  with 
the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament,  as  understood 
by  the  Brethren.  We  suggest  that  our  readers 
withhold  judgment  until  the  series  is  completed, 
and  by  that  time  they  may  see  proper  to  form  an 
opinion  entirely  different  from  the  one  they  would 
be  compelled  to  form  at  this  stage  of  the  investi- 
gation. It  will  require  over  three  months  to 
complete  the  series,  and  during  that  period  ample 
time  will  be  given  to  form  a  correct  opinion.  Bro. 
McCann's  object  in  writing  these  articles  is  to 
show  that  the  doctrine  of  eternal  election  is  false 
and  that  the  Gospel  commands  are  obligatory  upon 
all  those  seeking  release  from  condemnation  and 
ultimate  happiness  in  the  life  to  come.  Those  who 
will  not  read  his  articles  with  the  utmost  care  will 
hardly  get  his  meaning. 


THE  UNDERLYING  PRINCIPLE. 

In  one  of  his  sermons  in  The  Pulpit,  Lyman  Ab- 
bott says:  "  The  greatest  judge  that  I  ever  person- 
ally knew,  one  of  the  most  eminent  members  of  the 
judiciary  that  this  State  has  ever  witnessed,  rarely 
cited  an  authority,  and  I  do  not  think  he  knew 
many— that  is,  not  by  volume  and  page.  The  prin- 
ciples of  law  had  been  wrought  into  hi 
ed  the  great  questions  submitted  to  h 
to  principles  which  had  become 
dicial  nature,  but  he 

Here  is  found  the  secret  of  success  and  greatness. 
Principles  must  become  a  part  of  our  make-up,  and 
to  them  we  may  appeal  for  guidance  in  the  de- 
cisions we  are  called  upon  to  render.  It  is  well  to 
read  and  master  the  authorities  intended  for  our  in- 
struction, but  we  should  not  stop  there.  We  must 
get  down  to  the  underlying  principles  of  these  au- 
thorities and  make  them  our  own.    This  demands 


he  decid- 
according 
part  of  his  ju- 
i  very  rarely  overruled." 


years  of  hard  study,  much  reading,  and  a  great 
amount  of  patience,  but  it  is  well  worth  all  our  ef- 
forts. 

We  are  forcibly  reminded  of  this  when  we  see 
our  elders  carrying  the  Brethren's  Book  of  Minutes 
into  all  of  their  council-meetings.  These  Minutes 
are  good  and  even  proper  in  their  place,  but  he 
who  undertakes  to  govern  a  church  according  to 
them  should  first  master  the  principles  on  which 
the  decisions  of  the  Annual  Council  rest.  He 
should  make  them  a  part  of  his  make-up,  and  then 
he  can  appeal  to  the  principles  instead  of  citing  the 
Minutes  themselves.  Thousands  of  people  may  not 
have  any  confidence  in  the  decisions  of  a  Confer- 
ence, but  they  must  and  will  respect  the  principles 
underlying  such  decisions.  To  turn  to  the  Minutes 
and  read  what  the  Annual  Meeting  has  decided  on 
this,  that,  and  the  other  question,  is  no  difficult 
task,  but  to  go  beyond  the  Minutes,  to  the  very 
foundation  on  which  the  decisions  rest,  and  clearly 
set  these  principles  before  the  church,  requires 
work  and  study.  To  follow  the  former  course  de- 
notes weakness,  but  to  employ  the  latter  method 
successfully  is  an  indication  of  strength. 

It  is  right  as  well  as  wise  for  all  of  our  house- 
keepers to  understand  and  duly  respect  the  Min- 
utes of  our  Annual  Meeting  from  year  to  year. 
But  they  ought  not  to  stop  at  this  point;  they 
should  endeavor  to  discover  and  master  the  princi- 
ples on  which  the  Minutes  are  predicated  and  make 
these  principles  a  part  of  themselves.  Then  they 
will  be  in  a  condition  to  decide  questions  right  and 
wisely.  All  of  these  principles  are,  or  should  be, 
forcibly  set  forth  in  the  Scriptures,  and  to  under- 
stand them  well  is  to  understand  the  New  Testa- 
ment thoroughly.  If  our  people  understood  these 
principles  as  they  should  be  understood  by  an  en- 
lightened body  of  Christians,  we  would  probably 
have  little  or  no  use  for  the  Minutes.  But  for  the 
want  of  this  understanding  hundreds  of  decisions 
have  been  found  necessary,  and  we  now  urge,  that, 
while  duly  respecting  the  Minutes,  as  the  Confer- 
ence intended  they  should  be  respected,  let  us  en- 
deavor to  get  down  to  and  back  to  these  fundamen- 
tal principles,  master  them  well  that  they  may 
become  a  part  of  our  mental,  moral,  and  spiritual 
make-up.  Our  mission  on  the  earth  will  never  be 
made  an  unquestionable  success  until  this  is  ac- 
complished. The  Minutes  we  can  generally  leave 
in  our  libraries,  but  the  principles  back  of  them  we 
should  carry  in  our  heads,  in  our  hearts  and  in  our 
souls.  And  though  the  wording  of  the  decision 
may  be  forgotten,  the  principles  will  always  re- 
main with  us,  and  be  a  part  of  us.  j.  h.  m. 


ARE  ELDERS  ANQELS? 


When  John,  the  Revelator,  addressed  "  the  angel 
of  the  church  at  Ephesus,"  and  "the  angel  of  the 
church  at  Smyrna,"  etc.,  he  doubtless  had  in  mind 
the  bishops  or  elders  who  presided  over  these 
churches  and  had  the  care  of  the  flock.  In  Acts 
20:  28  these  elders  are  spoken  of  as  having  been 
made  overseers  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  We  wonder 
how  many  elders  have  seriously  accepted  their  ap- 
pointment as  from  the  Holy  Ghost?  If  they  have 
not,  they  most  assuredly  fail  to  magnify  their  office 
as  God  intends  they  should.  He  who  feels  and 
knows  that  he  presides  over  a  congregation  by 
authority  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  first  take  heed 
unto  himself,  that  he  may  be  prepared  to  properly 
care  for  the  flock  as  the  Great  Shepherd  of  the 
sheep  has  directed.  He  will  not  think  more  highly 
of  himself  as  an  elder  than  a  man  of  prudence  and 
meekness  ought  to  think.  He  will  not  attempt  to  " 
lord  it  over  God's  heritage,  for  he  realizes  that  he 
is  an  under  shepherd,  that  the  sheep  are  not  his 
own,  that  they  have  been  turned  over  to  him  by 
number,  and  that,  in  the  final  day  of  reckoning,  he 
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must  render  to  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  an  ac- 
count of  each  sheep,  as  well  as  each  lamb,  entrust- 
ed to  him.  All  through  life  he  will  be  concerned 
to  know  whether,  at  the  close  of  his  labors,  he  can 
pray  to  his  Father,  as  did  Jesus,  and  say:  "Those 
that  thou  gavest  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of  them 
is  lost,  but  the  son  of  perdition."  John  17:  12. 
He  will  be  too  much  concerned  about  the  feeding 
and  care  of  his  Master's  sheep  to  neglect  his  duty 
for  any  earthly  consideration. 

By  the  Revelator.  as  noticed  above,  each  elde 
or  bishop  is  called  "the  angel."    We  again  wonde 
how   many  have  seriously  taken  this   thought  to 
themselves,  and  can  feel  that  they  are  angels 
siding  over  the  churches.     Could  they  realize 
as  they  should,  probably  many  of  them  would  act 
'  more   like  angels  and  less  like  selfish  and  si 
men.     Fortunate,  indeed,  would  be  the  affair 
the    kingdom    on    earth   if   the    members   of   each 
church    could,    with    confidence,   look   upon   their 
elder  as  "  the  angel  of  the  church,"  and  then  real 
that  he  is  made  overseer  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  Th< 
how  wise  it  would  seem  if  each  elder  would  so  live 
as  to  impress  all  the  people,  as  well  as  the  mem- 
bers of  his  own  flock,  with  the  thought  that  he 
the  divinely-appointed  "angel  of  the  church"  c 
God,    and    is    entrusted   with    the    care    of    soul 
Could  the  masses  be  thus  impressed  we  .would  see 
ten  converted  to  where  there  is  one  at  the  present 
time.  J.  H.  M 

LET  US  MOVE  ON. 

On  page  844  of  the  Messenger  for  1895,  two 
weeks  ago,  Bro.  Enoch  Eby  called  the  attentiot 
our  readers  to  two  points  that  we  had  intended  to 
notice,  but  could  not  do  so  for  the  want  of  spaci 
until  now.  He  thinks  there  are  too  many  call 
coming  up  to  the  Annual  Meeting  for  committees 
to  settle  local  troubles.  We  have  long  thought 
too,  and  do  not  see  why  these  difficulties  may  not 
be  satisfactorily  settled  in  the  State  Districts  where 
they  occur.  There  is  certainly  wisdom  enough 
any  State  District  to  dispose  of  matters  demanding 
committees.  Furthermore,  why  not  have  more  of 
these  troubles  disposed  of  by  arbitration,  and  then 
the  parties  involved  may  have  the  privilege  of 
selecting  just  as  able  brethren  as  they  feel  disposed 
to  name,  provided  they  are  willing  to  pay  their 
expenses.  We  are  in  favor  of  doing  all  that  is 
reasonable  to  discourage  this  growing  practice  of 
sending  committees  from  the  Annual  Meeting. 
We  have  not  had  much  experience  on  the  Standing 
Committee,  but  we  have  had  enough  to  know  that 
the  elders  at  most  any  District  Meeting  can 
appoint  about  as  good  a  committee  as  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  Standing  Committee. 

The  other  point  relates  to  sending  more  queries 
to  the  Annual  Meeting.  Bro.  Eby  thinks  we  have 
enough  to  govern  the  whole  world.  Most  assured- 
ly we  have  enough,  and  on  some  subjects  probably 
far  too  many.  The  Minutes  are  designed  to  aid 
us  in  understanding  and  applying  Gospel  princi- 
ples, and  if  our  people  would  study  these  princi- 
ples more,  they  would  soon  find  little  or  no  use  for 
any  additional  Minutes.  Let  us  all  see  how  few 
queries  we  can  send  in  to  the  coming  Annual 
Meeting,  and  endeavor  to  give  more  attention  to 
the  departments  of  work  pertaining  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  to  all  the  world,  and  developing 
a  higher  order  of  Christian  character  among  the 
members  of  our  Fraternity!  It  seems  to  us  that 
we  have  some  grand  work  before  us  and  ought  to 
give  it  all  of  the  attention  possible.  We  have  had 
Minutes  enough  to  unify  us.  We  are  united  in 
our  doctrine,  more  so,  perhaps,  than  any  other  body 
of  people  on  earth,  and  now  let  us,  with  the  Bible 
our  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  push  out  into 
the  world  and  endeavor  to  convert  the  people! 
We  have  the  doctrine  and  Jesus  on  our  side,  and 
what  more  do  we  want?  }■  H-  M' 


EDITORIAL  QLEAMNOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Two. 

LANDING  AT  JAFFA,  AN  EDENEZER,  TO  THE  HOLY  CITY. 

Our  awakening  at  Jaffa  dispelled  all  hopes  of  the 
smooth  landing  which  we  had  reason  to  expect 
when  we  went  below  the  evening  before.  The 
sound  of  the  waves  as  they  broke  against  the  sides 
of  the  ship  was  ominous,  and  when  we  went  on 
deck  and  saw  how  the  small  boats,  that  were 
coming  from  the  shore,  were  tossed  by  the  waves 
we  said,  "  The  sea  at  Jaffa  keeps  up  its  old-time 
Jonah-like  reputation."  By  the  time  we  were 
ready  to  go  ashore  the  sea  was  quite  rough  enough 
to  set  sensitive  nerves  in  a  tremble. 

It  was  the  fifth  time  we  had  landed  and  em- 
barked at  Jaffa,  and  we  took  some  comfort 
fact  that  the  sea  was  not  quite  so  rough  as  it  was 
twelve  years  ago  when  we  landed  here  the  first 
time,  or  as  when  Bro.  Lahman  was  with  us  two 
years  ago  last  March.  Our  old  dragoman,  Bernard 
Heilpern,  who  traveled  with  us  through  Palestine, 
was  among  the  first  to  come  aboard  the  ship,  anc 
he  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  Holy  Land 
again.  Many  of  our  readers  will  no  doubt  recall 
the  account  we  gave  of  the  brave  Arab  boatman 
Sulleiman,  when  we  were  here  before— how  ht 
saved  a  large  number  of  lives  and  was  afterwards 
through  envy,  cast  into  prison  They  will  reioice 
with  us  to  know  that  the  brave  fellow  has  regain 
his  liberty  and  is  in  charge  of  his  boat  again. 

With  the  usual  amount  of  noise  and  c  .infusion 
for  the  Arab  does   nothing  without  confusion  a 
noise,  whether  it  be  the  changing  of  a  half  piaster 
or  the  landing   of   a   boatload  of  passengei 
trunks  and  grips  were  taken  down  and  pi 
the  boat  at  the  imminent  risk,  we  thought,  of  be- 
ing  thrown   into   the   sea,   but    they    were    safely 
stowed  away.     Then  we  went  down  the  sw 
stair-like  ladder  waiting  at  the  foot,  until   the  boat 
came  up  on  a  rising  wave,  and  then 
other,  we  found  ourselves  seated  in  the  stern.     We 
both  needed  and  used  the  strong  arms  of  the  Arab 
boatman  to  help  us   to   a   seat.     Tossed   about  by 
the  troubled  sea,  the  spray  flying  at  times  over  tl 
prow  of  the  boat,  we  were  at  last  carried  on  tl 
crest  of  a  wave  through  the  narrow  opening  in  tl 
rocks  into  calm  water,  and  were  soon  safe  on  shor 
A  few  days  after  we  landed,  Mr.  Rolla  Floyd,  : 
American,  who  has  lived  in   Palestine  about  thirty 
years,   and   who  has  taken  many  tourists   throug 
the  country,  had   taken  a  party  of  travelers  to 
ship,  and,  in  trying  to  regain  the  shore,   the  sea  b 
ing  very  rough,  the  boat  was  thrown   on  the  rocks 
and  broken   to   pieces.     Mr.    Floyd   was  badly  in- 
jured but  was  rescued  from  drowning  by  the  boat- 
men  who   are   all   good   swimmers.     Over  against 
our  rough   landing  should   be   placed  the  smooth 
sea  when  we  embarked  for  Egypt  on  our  way  to 
India,  Oct.  u,'95-     For  once  we  enjoyed  a  smooth 
sea  at  Jaffa,  and  are  happy  to  record  the  fact  in 
these  gleanings. 

Here  at  Jaffa,  twelve  years  ago,  we  raised  an 
Ebenezer.  And  now  again,  as  twice  before,  we 
knelt  down  and  reverently  thanked  God  for  his 
wonderful  goodness  to  us.  We  said,  "  Hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us,"  and  surely  we  may  trust 
him  for  all  that  is  to  come  to  us;  whether  it 
be  prosperity  or  adversity,  sickness  or  health,  life 
or  death,  all  will  be  well,  for  his  mercy  endureth 
forever. 

The  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  Pales- 
tine since  we  visited  it  the  first  time,  are  many  and 
marked.  This  is  not  only  true  of  Jaffa,  but  of  Je- 
rusalem, and  many  other  places,  as  well.  Indeed, 
the  old  Palestine  with  its  ancient  Bible  customs 
is  rapidly  passing  away,  and  before  many  years 
more  shall  come  and  go,  the  Holy  Land  will  be 
modernized.  One  of  the  important  factors  injhese 
changes   is   the   introduction   of  the  railway.^Al- 


ready  two  lines  are  in  operation.— one  from  Jaffa 
to  Jerusalem,  and  the  other  from  Beirut  to  Da- 
mascus, while  a  third  has  been  partially  con- 
structed from  Caifa,  at  the  foot  of  Carmel,  to  Naz- 
areth. When  the  contemplated  lines  are  com- 
pleted, Jerusalem  will  be  in  direct  railway  commu- 
nication with  Damascus.  As  these  changes  take 
place,  Palestine  loses  more  and  more  its  chief 
charm.  This  is  to  be  regretted  in  one  way,  yet  it 
brings  joy  to  the  Christian  heart  when  he  remem- 
bers that  alj  these  changes  are  in  the  line  of  the 
fulfillment  of  prophecy,  and  in  these  are  to  be 
found  evidences  that  'the  coming  of  the  Lord  is 
near  at  hand.  Even  now  we  may  "  learn  a  parable 
of  the  fig  tree;  when  its  branch  is  yet  tender,  and 
putteth  forth  leaves,  ye  know  that  the  summer  is 
nigh." 

The  chief  mode  of  conveyance  between  Jaffa  and 
Jerusalem  in  years  gone  by,  were  horses,  camels 
and  donkeys.  Then  a  guard  of  soldiers  was  nec- 
essary, for  the  road  was  infested  with  robbers,  and 
many  a  pilgrim  was  stripped  and  left  wounded  by 
the  way.  Later  a  wagon  road  was  constructed  and 
the  journey  of  forty-one  miles  could  be  made  with 
some  degree  of  comfort.  Now  all  this  is  changed. 
You  take  your  seat  in  comfortable  cars  at  Jaffa, 
drawn  by  American  locomotives,  and  are  whirled 
over  the  plain  of  Sharon  and  across  the  Valley  of 
Ajalon  and  up  the  hills  of  Judea,  and  in  four 
hours  you  have  traveled  the  entire  length  of  the 
railway,  fifty-two  miles,  and  are  in  Jerusalem. 

Leaving  Jaffa  the  road  crosses  the  plain  of  Shar- 
on, now  brown  and  sere,  for  no  rain  has  fallen  for 
six  or  seven  months.  We  notice  a  number  of  vil- 
lage threshing  floors  as  we  pass  along.  The  farmer 
with  his  fan  [shovel]  in  his  hand  still  cleanses  his 
floor  and  gathers  his  wheat  into  his  garner  as  of 
old.  Here,  close  by  the  roadside,  is  a  miniature 
threshing  floor  where  the  gleaners  have  threshed 
their  scanty  store.  As  soon  as  the  last  sheaf  is 
gathered,  the  field  is  free  for  the  gleaners,  and  as 
in  the  day  of  Boaz  and  Ruth,  so  now  the  glean- 
ers gather  up  what  is  left  by  the  reapers. 

The  train  now  stops  at  Lydda,  the  first  station 
after  leaving  Jaffa.  The  place  is  noted  for  its 
large  olive  orchards,  the  finest  in  Palestine.  Here 
it  was  that  Peter  healed  the  palsy-stricken  Eneas, 
and  was  then  called  in  great  haste  to  comfort  saints 
at  Jaffa  who  were  in  deep  mourning  on  account  of 
the  death  of  Dorcas. 

At  Lydda,  a  Turkish  Effendi  (an  officer  of  rank), 
brought  his  harem,  or  family,  on  board  the  cars. 
There  were  four  wives  and  a  number  of  small   chil- 
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ment  designed  for   them 
the  centre  of  the   cars, 
four  compartments  with 
other.    We  were  seated 
to  that  occupied   by   th 


mpart- 
An  aisle  runs  through 
which  is  separated  into 
doors  opening  into  each 
n  the  compartment  next 
:    ladies    of    the    harem. 


When  the  conductor  came  through  for  the  tickets 
he  gave  a  signal  by  pounding  on  the  door  with  his 
ticket  punch.  Waiting  a  few  moments  he  opened 
the  door  to  pass  through,  when  there  was  a  gen- 
eral scream  among  the  Turkish  women  and  the 
door  was  closed  with  much  violence.  The  women 
had  uncovered  their  faces  and  felt  greatly  outraged 
to  be  seen  by  the  conductor;  he  was  compelled  to 
wait  in  our  compartment  until  the  women  had  ad- 
justed their  veils,  and  was  then  admitted.  Ibra- 
hine,  the  husband,  to  whom  we  were  introduced 
by  Mr.  Heilpern,  sat  in  the  compartment  with  his 

lie  friends  and  spent  the  time  in  smoking. 

Leaving  Lydda,  the  road  passes  by  Gezer,  still 
retaining  its  ancient  name.  It  was  a  wedding  pres- 
ent to  King  Solomon's  Egyptian  wife  from  her  fa- 
.*  She  brought  the  wise  King  not  only  many 
rich  presents,   but   idolatry   as   well,   and  was   the 
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primary  cause  of  his  fall  and  the  loss  of  the  king- 
dom to  his  family.  Both  before  and  since  the 
days  of  Solomon  have  men  and  women  been  led 
into  sin  by  being  yoked  with  unbelievers. 

The  road  passes  now  over  a  portion  of  country 
rich  in  Bible  association.  Yonder  is  Gimzo  which 
the  Philistines  wrested  from  the  weak,  idolatrous 
King  Ahaz.  He  put  his  trust  in  Tiglath  Pileser, 
the  Assyrian,  but  received  no  help  from  his  father's 
ally.  The  Philistine  took  from  him  six  cities  and 
their  villages  located  in  the  low  country  south  of 
Judea,  the  plain  over  which  the  road  pa'sses,  among 
which  were  Gimzo,  Ajalon  apd  Beth-shemesh* 

It  was  to  the  same  Beth-shemesh  that  the  Ark 
of  the  Covenant  was  taken  by  the  kine.  The  Ark 
after  its  capture  by  the  Philistines  had  been  carried 
to  Ashdod.  But  it  proved  an  unwelcome  visitor, 
and  much  to  the  consternation  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Ekronf  it  was  sent  to  them.  This  was  all 
brought  forcibly  to  mind  as  we  passed  by  Ekron 
and  read  the  account  over  again  in  the  Bible.  The 
railway  follows  the  course  taken  by  the  two  milch 
kine  with  the  cart  and  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  for 
they  "  went  along  the  highway  lowing  as  they 
went,  and  turned  not  aside  to  the  right  hand  or  to 
the  left.J  until  they  came  to  Beth-shemesh.  To 
the  right  of  the  road,  as  we  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  is 
the  site  of  the  ancient  city,  and  yonder  in  the  val- 
ley is  the  very  spot  where  "  they  of  Beth-shemesh 
were  reaping  their  wheat  ^harvest  .  .  .  and  they 
lifted  up  their  eyes,  and  saw  the  ark,  and  rejoiced 
to  see  it."  §  Their  rejoicing,  however,  was  of  short 
duration.  Curiosity  led  them  to  look  into  the  sa- 
cred chest  and  they  paid  dearly  for  their  violation 
of  the  law.  They  were  doubtless  as  glad  to  give 
the  ark  to  the  men  of  Kirjath-jearim  as  they  had 
been  in  the  first  place  to  receive  it  from  the  Phi- 
listines. 

The  birth-place  of  Samson,  Zorah,  is  passed  to 
the  left,  now  noticeable  on  account  of  the  white- 
washed tombs,  visible  from  the  railway  as  we  pass 
by.  We  were  informed  that  these  tombs  are  care- 
fully whitewashed  every  two  or  three  years,  and 
here  we  have  a  practical  illustration  of  the  Savior's 
words  to  the  Pharisees:  "Ye  are  like  unto  whited 
sepulchres,  which  indeed  appear  beautiful  outward, 
but  are  within  full  of  dead  men's  bones  and  of  all 
uncleanness."  ||  But  these  are  not  the  only  whited 
tombs  in  Palestine.  They  are  to  be  seen  at  many 
places.  Still  farther  up  the  valley  Etame  is  passed, 
and  a  cave  in  the  top  of  the  rock  is  pointed  out 
where,  tradition  says,  Samson  hid  from  the  Phi- 
listines, after  he  had  "  smote  them  hip  and  thigh 
with  a  great  slaughter.  It  is  interesting  to  read 
these  Bible  events  where  they  occurred  so  long 
ago.  But  while  we  have  been  reading  and  medi- 
tating, the  train  enters  the  Valley  of  Rephaim,  and 
we  are  at  Jerusalem  again.  Mr.  Gelat,  our  host  of 
the  new  hotel,  meets  us  at  the  depot,  and  we  are 
soon  comfortably  lodged  at  our  Jerusalem  home. 
D.  L.  M. 


•iChron.  28:  18. 
1 1  Sam.  5:  10. 


}i  Sara.  6:  12. 
§1  Sam.  6:  13. 


]|  Matt.  23:  27. 


— /■  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY *— • 

THE  MOTHERLESS. 

God  pity  the  motherless  children, 

Wherever  we  chance  to  meet — 
The  curled  and  the  petted  darlings, 

Or  the  waifs  that  drift  in  the  street. 
Sorrow  is  bitter  enough  for  the  old: 

O  pity  young  hearts  when  they  ache, 
For  love  is  the  sun  that  should  circle  each  one 

When  life's  dawn  is  beginning  to  break. 
God  pity  the  helpless  children 

Who  never  dare  lift  their  eyes 
Or  voices  to  plead,  though  their  hearts  may  bleed, 

Except  to  the  pitying  skies. 
Who  cringe  from  the  sting  of  a  word  or  a  blow, 

Where  merciless  justice  stands, 
Till  1  long  to  gather  them  all  in  my  arms, 

And  soothe  with  love's  pitying  hands. 
O  shelter  the  motherless  children, 

They  are  bearing  life's  heaviest  cross! 
No  love  is  so  sweet  to  the  bruised  little  feet, 
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For  the  love  of  a  mother  is  nearest  Christ's  love, 

Redeeming,  forgiving  as  few, 
Unchanging  always,  and  unfailing  for  aye, 

As  infinite  as  it  is  true. 
God  pity  the  motherless  children! 

O  if  love  were  not  selfish  to-day, 
We  would  hush  every  cry  that  is  wafted  on  high, 
1  the  orphans  that  throng  i 
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,  little  hands, 


uld  cheer  little  he.ms. 


As  motherhood  blesses  and  chari 
Ve  would  gather  them  in  from  sor 
As  Christ  folded  them  into  His  a 


THE  PERFECT  LIFE. 


BY   HOWARD  MILLER 


"The  Journal  of  Hygiene  points  out  the  signifi- 
cant fact  that  nature  has  made  special  provision 
for  the  nutrition  of  the  brain,  and  that  long  after 
decay  has  set  in  in  other  organs,  through  lack  of 
food  supply,  the  brain  receives  its  full  sustenance. 
The  brain  does  not,  in  normal  conditions,  grow 
old.  By  riotous  living  a  man  may  shatter  his  sys- 
tem and  become  an  imbecile,  but  with  proper  care, 
the  older  a  man  grows  in  years  the  stronger  he 
should  grow  in  mind,  and  when  death  claims  his 
body  he  should  have  full  possession  of  his  mental 
faculties.  In  many  cases  we  have  seen  this  so. 
Give  the  soul  a  well-kept  instrument,  and  at  ninety 
he  will  play  a  sweeter  melody  than  he  ever  could 
before.     The  soul  is  eternally  young." 


It  seems  to  me  that  those  who  study  his  life  and 
character  the  most  find  in  them  the  fact  that  it  is 
not  on  the  height  of  a  supposed  final  summit  of  per- 
fection that  we  find  the  laurels  of  a  completed  vir- 
tue, but  that  in  the  dust  of  the  highway,  where  the 
struggling  and  helpless  are  found,  is  the  nearest 
the  life  work  that  he  would  have  us  do,  and  where 
he  would  first  search  for  his  workers  if  he  knew  not 
where  they  were. 

If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of  those  who  have 
sought  the  unattainable  in  the  midst  of  their  daily 
grind  of  life's  drudgery,  let  them  take  heart,  for 
they  are  where  Christ  is,  though  their  eyes  may  not 
see  him,  and  their  ears  not  hear  his  voice.  When 
the  work  is  finished,  and  the  hands  are  folded  over 
the  breast  of  the  empty  house  in  which  we  lived, 
with  bettered  vision  we  will  see  that  what  gave  us 
sweep  of  wing  and  depth  of  understanding  was  not 
the  attainment  of  great  things  while  in  life  tern- - 
poral,  but  how  well  we  did  the  little  things  in  the 
lines  along  which  our  life  was  cast. 

Lewisburgh,  Pa. 


THE  WORK  OF  MOTHERS. 


BALSBAUGH. 


Can  a  person  so  adjust  himself  in  his  relations  to 
life  as  to  not  commit  sin?  This  is  a  question  that 
is  variously  answered,  those  who  have  tried  it  dif- 
fering in  their  findings  Personally  the  writer 
thinks  it  impossible,  and  his  belief  is  based  on  his 
failure.  This,  by  no  means,  invalidates  the  experi- 
ence or  discredits  the  statements  of  those  who 
profess  success.  It  is  the  standard  from  which 
we  measure  that  we  may  honestly  differ  as  to 
results.  The  pauper  who  dies  in  an  almshouse 
doubtless  thinks  the  man  who  started  with  noth- 
ing and  won  ten  thousand  dollars  has  succeed- 
ed admirably,  while  the  millionaire  regards  the 
acquisition  as  a  mere  bagatelle.  The  two  look  at 
the  same  thing  from  very  different  angles  of  view, 
and  they  see  differently. 

It  is,  perhaps,  the  experience  of  thousands  that 
that  they  have  honestly  tried  to  attain  a  degree  of 
morality  and  a  height  of  spirituality  that  leaves  no 
more  higher  peak  to  be  climbed,  and  it  is  equally 
true  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  where  there  is 
a  normally  healthy  vision  scaling  what  appears  to 
be  the  highest  summit,  only  discloses  higher  ones 
in  the  distance.  Yet,  while  all  such  have  failed  of 
entire  success  they  have  also  succeeded,  and  this 
apparent  paradox  is  explained  in  the  truth  that 
God  certainly  judges  us  by  our  motive  in  our 
earnest  life  acts,  and  that  we  have  honestly  tried  is 
enough  for  him.  In  all  ages  of  the  world  the 
heroes  of  the  life  spiritual  have  been  the  lowliest, 
and  the  knighthood  of  Christian  character  has  been 
oftenest  conferred  on  the  humblest  in  the  after 
judgment  of  the  world.  God's  judgment  is  not 
less  impartial  than  that  of  man,  and  it  is  instant  in 
its  perception. 

I  believe  that  if  it  were  possible  to  enter  the 
domain  of  heart  and  thought  with  an  eye  and  ear 
fitted  to  them,  as  those  we  now  possess  are  adapted 
to  our  material  surroundings,  we  would  see  Christ 
in  the  midst  of  the  struggling  failures  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  and  not  at  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
Viewed  from  a  purely  material  point  the  life  of 
Christ  was  a  failure  of  the  worst  kind.  He  started 
out  with  a  high  mission,  and  after  three  short  years 
of  trial  and  misrepresentation,  was  apprehended, 
beaten,  tried,  and  put  to  death.  A  week  after  the 
crucifixion  there  was  nothing  more  apparently 
hopeless  than  the  cause  of  Christ.  But  God  has 
plenty  of  time,  and  now,  after  nearly  two  thousand 
years,  it  has  girdled  the  earth. 


No.  51  Messenger  is  exceptionally  rich  in  ag- 
gressive and  elevating  thought.  I  have  for  many 
years  been  devoted  to  the  Christian  nurture  of  chil- 
dren and  youth,  and  my  conviction  is  continually 
deepening  that  in  nothing  have  we  so  far  lapsed 
out  of  the  divine  idea  as  in  the  genesis  and  evolu- 
tion of  life.  To  place  our  origin  in  the  category  of 
redemption,  and  in  it  be  co-operative  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  realizing  the  divine  purpose  in 
Christ,  seems  so  Utopian  to  most  people  that  they 
cannot  bear  the  mention  of  it.  Yet  the  divine  in- 
carnation is  not  more  true  as  the  ground  of  re- 
demption, than  holy  generation  is  a  divinely- 
ordered  auxiliary.  In  nothing  can  we  frustrate  the 
divine  purpose  more  effectually  than  ignoring  his 
authority  in  the  solemn  function  of  parentage. 

I  rejoice  in  every  indication  of  progress  in  the 
Brotherhood  in  relation  to  this  momentous  matter. 
The  article  addressed  to  mothers,  on  page  81 1,  is  a 
call  in  the  line  of  the  divine  appointment.  So  are 
others  that  have  recently  appeared.  Sunday 
schools,-  children's  meetings,  and  all  organizations 
and  endeavors  that  contemplate  the  unfolding  of 
life  in  a  divine  environment,  should  be  hailed  with 
joy  and  earnest  co-operation. 

Principles  change  not;  but  methods  must  be  de- 
termined by  manifold  circumstances.  The  ••bykLh 
means  "  of  1  Cor.  9:  22  takes  new  forms  in  all  the 
centuries.  The  devil-traps  were  never  so  many  as 
now.  Let  the  counter  attractions  of  the  large- 
hearted,  many-sided  Christ  be  more  and  mightier. 
The  forms  of  the  beauty  of  holiness  are  numberless. 
Let  us  reveal  Christ  in  so  many  and  such  ravishing 
ways  that  "we  may  by  all  means  save  some." 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 

"  A  FRUITFUL  BOUOH  BY  A  WELL."—  Qen.  40:  22. 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

In  eastern  lands  wells  are  more  numerous  than  in 
this  country.  They  were  enclosed  by  walls,  so  that 
branches  ran  over  them.  In  the  wilderness  of 
Beer-sheba  Hagar  saw  a  well  of  water  and  gave  her 
child  a  drink,  for  the  Lord  said,  "  I  will  make  him 
a  great  nation."  Gen.  21:19.  In  Gen.  24  we  read 
that  "  a  wife  was  found  at  a  well  for  Isaac,  whose 
servants  dug  four  wells  in  the  valley  of  Gerar." 
The  first  was  a  well  of  springing  water.  The  last 
was  called  Rehoboth,  for  Isaac  said,  "  Now  the 
Lord  hath  made  room  for  us,  and  we  shall  be  fruit- 
ful in  the  land."     Gen.  26:  22 

Our  Blessed  Master  preached  a  sermon,  sitting  on 
the  wall  of  a  well,  to  the  Samaritan  woman.  It  was 
the  same  well  Jacob  gave  to  Joseph,  where  he 
foretold  that  "Joseph  was  a  fruitful  bough;  whose 
branches  ran  over  the  wall." 

As  a  new  year  is  with  us  again,  may  we,  who  love 
Jesus,  pray  that  wells  of  water  shall  spring  up  in 
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our  hearts!  May  we  sow  beside  all  waters  for  the 
the  salvation  of  souls  and  try  to  spread  fruitful 
boughs  around  the  church.  The  prophet  Isaiah 
writes,  "Until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from 
on  high,  and  the  wilderness  be  a  fruitful  field  and 
the  fruitful  field  be  counted  for  a  forest.  Then 
judgment  shall  dwell  in  the  wilderness,  and  right- 
eousness  remain  in  the  fruitful  field"  Isa  «• 
15.  16. 

"Gather  the  wanderers  into  the  fold 
As  the  New  Year  opens  before  us. 

Jesus  will  bless  you. 
Though  but  a  word  you  may  speak, 
It  may  sink  like  a  seed 
Into  the  ground, 
From  which  a  fruitful  bough  may  grow," 
Middletown,  Pa. 
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a  the  churches." 


t^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing 
give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  [or  that  purpose. 

Prom  Fruitdale,  Ala. 

The  work  at  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  seems  to  be  moving 
along  encouragingly.  A  mission  has  been  started 
four  miles  from  here,  at  Escatawpa,  and  much  in- 
terest seems  to  be  manifested.  The  people  are 
very  kind  and  obliging.  One  thing  noticeable  about 
the  people  of  the  South  is  that  they  all  seem  to  be 
"church-going"  people,  and  there  are  very  few  un- 
believers, atheists,  or  infidels  among  them.  They 
are  refined  in  their  tastes  and  deportment  wherever 
opportunities  for  education  are  had. 

The  weather  is  pleasant,  and  those  who  came 
here  for  their  health  do  not  seem  to  be  affected  by 
the  winter.  It  seems  that  the  effect  of  the  winter 
here  is  to  check  the  progress  of  rheumatic  or  ca- 
tarrhal diseases,  while  the  summer  does  the  real 
healing.  Thermometer  to-day  (Dec.  16)  registered 
750  in  the  shade. 

Brethren  Samuel  and  A.  D.  Stutzman,  and  wife, 
of  Girard,  111.,  are  here  now.  Bro.  Joseph  Fahne- 
stock  and  wife,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  are  also  with 
us.  There  are  others  here  permanently  and  others 
expected  soon,  some  from  Ohio,  some  from  Mis- 
souri, and  some  from  Illinois  and  elsewhere.  Bro. 
Samuel  Ridgeway,  of  Girard,  111.,  has  located  at 
Citronelle,  twenty-one  miles  farther  south. 

N.  R.  Baker. 

Dec.  16, 


Items  from  the  Lordsburg  Church,  Cal. 

To-day,  Dec.  20,  Eld.  Jno.  Metzger  has  reached 
his  eighty-eighth  birthday.  He  has  about  recov- 
ered from  his  late  attack  of  sickness,  is  quite  cheer- 
ful, and  able  to  attend  services  again.  He  took  his 
birthday  dinner  at  the  home  of  brother  and  sister 
McDonough.  On  the  14th  inst.,  he  received  a  tele- 
gram from  his  son-in-law,  Bro.  Andrew  Shively,  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  stating  that  his  daughter,  Barbara, 
was  very  low.  He  at  once  made  preparations  to  go 
east,  having  such  great  desire  to  see  his  daughter 
once  more  before  she  would  cross  the  river,  but  the 
following  morning  the  sad  message  came,  stating 
that  Barbara  had  fallen  asleep.  It  was  a  severe 
shock  to  the  old  frame,  but,  on  account  of  his  un- 
wavering faith  in  a  glorious  resurrection,  he  soon 
recovered.  Why  is  it  that  the  old  father  in  Israel 
must  pass  through  such  an  ordeal  in  his  last  days? 
Perhaps  it  is  only  a  little  more  burnishing  of  the 
breast-plate  of  faith  that  the  pearls  in  it  may  be- 
come more  brilliant  as  the  day  of  redemption  is 
drawing  nigh!  B.  F.  Masterson. 

From  Arizona. 

Here  in  the  South  River  Valley,  is  a  church  of 
the  Brethren,  laboring  for  the  cause  of  the  Master. 
They  own  a  church-lot  in  Glendale,  but  at  present 
worship  in  a  large  new  tent,  used  by  them  and 
the  River  Brethren  for  Sunday  school  and  preach- 


Sunday,  Dec.  15,  our  elder,  Peter  Forney,  held 
two  meetings  in  a  schoolhouse,  fifteen  miles  south- 
west of  Glendale.  Although  the  congregation  was 
not  large,  the  interest  was  excellent,  and  an  ap- 
pointment was  made  for  preaching  again  in  two 
weeks. 

Dec.  19,  with  our  family,  we  enjoyed  a  carriage 
drive  with  Bro.  Perrets.'to  a  large  orange  grove 
nine  miles  east  of  Phcenix,  Ariz.  The  last  of  the 
crop  is  being  harvested  here.  They  are  the  largest 
oranges  I  have  ever  seen. 

Probably  nothing  more  surprises  the  Easterner 
here  than  the  general  American  appearance  of 
the  Valley.  The  population  of  the  cities  is  most- 
ly Eastern,  and  there  is  a  decided  air  of  Eastern 
thrift  and  energy.  Miles  and  miles  of  thrifty, 
well-kept  farms  and  buildings,  rightly  signify 
Eastern  farmers  with  their  frugal  habits.  Sub- 
stantial, commodious  schoolhouscs  speak  well  for 
the  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  here  are  good 
openings  for  tile  preaching  of  the  Brethren's  doc- 
trine. Fashionable  and  expensive  church  build- 
ings of  populir  denominations  have  like  attendants, 
and  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  spiritual  wants  of  the 
poorer  classes  are  neglected  except  by  the  few 
faithful  of  the  Lord. 

Brethren,  visiting  the  Southwest,  will  receive  a 
cordial  welcome  by  the  members  here,  and  min- 
isters are  assured  of  an  attentive  audience.  Our 
address  will  now  be  Glendale,  Ariz.,  instead  of 
Warrensburg,  Mo.  John  E.  Mohler. 


A  Note  of  Thanks. 
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To  the  fifty-three  sisters  who  so  kindly  contribut- 
ed  to   the   sisters'    fund    for    a    meetinghouse    in 
Washington,    I   would    expn 
have   greatly   encouraged   m 
to  be  of  service  in  the  Lord's 
proposition    was    presented, 
tributed,   and   that    is  the 
loveth.     2   Cor.   9:  7.     None 

poorer,  but  you  all  feel  happy  in  having  helped 
a  good  cause.  It  is  a  blessed  thing  to  be  an 
humble  helper  in  any  good  work.  I  am  sorry  we 
did  not  succeed  in  raising  the  full  amount  in  1895. 
No  doubt  there  are  some  sisters  who  feel  some 
condemnation  that  they  have  not  yet  contributed. 
The  "appeal"  is  still  open.  Come,  sisters,  will 
you  not  help  to  raise  the  five  hundred  dollars? 
We  have  more  than  half.  A  little  more  effort 
and  sacrifice,  and  we  will  succeed.  The  laborer 
that  went  into  the  vineyard  at  the  eleventh  hour 
received  as  much  as  those  that  went  early  in  the 
morning.  Try  the  Lord  and  see  if  he  will  not 
bless  you.  Mai.  3:  10.  Send  your  contributions 
to  Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  and  say  it  is  for  the  Wash- 
ington house  sisters'  fund. 

Do  not  be  afraid  the  house  will  never  be  built. 
If  it  should  not,  the  money  will  be  used  in  mission 
work  at  some  other  place.  Many  thanks  to  the 
sisters  that  have  already  given.  "  And  may  he 
that  ministereth  seed  to  the  sower,  both  minister 
bread  for  your  food,  and  multiply  your  seed  sown, 
and  increase  the  fruits  of  your  righteousness."  2 
Cor.  9:  10.  Ella  Williams. 


From  the  Pleasant  View  Church,  Philipps  Co.,  Kans. 

Bro.  J.  R.  Garber,  from  Newton  County,  and 
G.  H.  Sharp  (the  blind  brother),  from  Rawlins 
County,  this  State,  commenced  meetings  here  Dec. 
15  and  continued  each  evening  until  Dec.  23.  The 
weather  was  pleasant  and  the  meetings  were  very 
interesting.  On  account  of  the  illness  of  his  little 
daughter,  Bro.  Garber  was  called  home  Dec.  20. 
Bro.  Sharp  continued  his  talks  with  much  zeal. 
He  is  not  an  ordained  minister,  yet  he  does  some 
work  in  this  way  for  his  Master.  Though  blind  to 
the  beauties  of  earth,  he  looks  forward  with  an  eye 
of  faith  to  the  beautiful  in  the  spirit  world.  On 
Sunday,  Dec.  21,  he  addressed  the  children's  meet- 
ing. At  the  close  there  was  one  applicant  for 
baptism,  which  was  attended  to  on  Christmas  Day. 
Our  evergreen  Sunday  school  is  still  in  progress. 
We  also  have  Bible  Reading  on  Wednesday  even- 


ing of  each  week.  There  is  a  good  opening  here 
to  build  up  a  larr  church,  but  on  account  of  so 
many  failures  in  cl\ps  we  are  compelled  to  move 
away.  As  my  husband  is  the  only  minister  living 
near  here,  it  will  leave  this  little  flock  in  Philipps 
County  without  a  shepherd.  This  is  a  mission 
point  that  must  be  looked  after.  There  will  be 
twenty-four  members  living  here  after  we  go  away. 
Mary  M.  Jarboe. 
Republican  Cily,  Ncbr.,  Dec.  sy. 


From  Pleasant  Hill,  III. 

The  above  is  the  name  of  the  M.  E.  church,  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  Waddam's  Grove  congregation, 
Stephenson  Co.,  III.,  where  the  Brethren  aim  to  have 
preaching  once  a  month,  but  frequently  several 
months  pass  without  any  preaching,  as  the  ministers 
have  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  miles  to  go,  and  in 
cold,  rough  weather  they  sometimes  fail  to  meet  the 
appointments.  This  has  a  tendency  to  destroy  the 
interest.  This,  at  one  time,  was  the  home  of  our 
esteemed  brother,  Eld.  Enoch  Eby.  I  was  told 
there  once  was  a  good  prospect  for  the  Brethren 
to  have  taken  this  field  in  religious  sentiment,  but 
the  opportunity  was  neglected,  and  now  the  Meth- 
odists have  taken  possession  and  built  a  church- 
house.    They  now  hold  the  sway. 

By  request  of  the  Waddam's  Grove  congregation 
I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  there  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  26,  and  closed  last  night  with  a 
large  and  very  attentive  congregation.  I  preached 
twenty-two  sermojis,  and,  as  a  result,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  four  precious  souls  were  buried  with 
Christ  in  baptism.  All  are  members  of  one  fami- 
ly,—father,  two  sons  and  a  little  daughter,  eleven 
years  old.  The  mother  and  eldest  daughter  were 
members.  They  are  now  a  happy  family, — all  in 
the  church. 

There  seems  to  be  a  considerable  prejudice,  by 
some  of  the  people  in  this  place,  against  the  Breth- 
ren, but  the  members  feel  much  encouraged  at 
this  time,  and  I  feel  the  way  is  open  now  for  the 
Brethren  to  do  a  good  work  here  by  proper  care 
and  management.  Brethren  who  go  there  to 
preach  should  be  well  prepared  to  handle  their 
subjects  in  a  clear  and  intelligent  manner,  and  not 
criticise  other  churches  and  their  practices,  either 
in  the  pulpit  or  in  the  social  circle.  Such  things 
are  not  edifying,  but  create  prejudice  and  keep 
people  away  from  meeting.  I  hope  the  Brethren 
will  be  able,  by  the  Lord's  help,  not  only  to  hold 
the  interest  that  has  been  awakened  during  this 
series  of  meetings,  but  to  increase  it  much,  and 
kindly  care  for  these  lambs  that  have  been  added 
to  the  fold. 

My  address  will  be  Ustick,  Whiteside  Co.,  III., 
care  of  J.  S.  Longanecker,  for  several  weeks,  as 
I  expect  to  commence  meetings  there  Thursday 
evening  of  this  week,  the  Lord  willing.  From 
there  I  go  to  Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  and  from  there  to 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  My  present  engagements 
will  occupy  my  time  until  about  March,  hence,  if 
there  arc  any  other  congregations  that  desire  my 
labor,  they  will  please  let  me  know. 

Jacob  Witmore. 

Mc  Piter  son,  Kans.,  Dec.  16. 


From  Monitor,  Kans. 


Oor  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Brown,  commenced  Nov.  16.  He  preached  one 
week  at   the   church,   when   the  brethren   and  sis- 


ters decided  that  he  c 
point  of  preaching  no 
quested  us  to  hold 
preaching  at  that  place 
suited  in  four  baptized  ; 
realized    the   necessity 


ontinue  the  meetings  at  a 
th,  where  the  people  re- 
meetings.  He  continued 
for  two  weeks,  which  re- 
nd six  applicants.  Others 
}f  living  a  better  life  and 
were  thinking  about  it  seriously.  Two  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  and  two  re- 
claimed during  the  past  summer. 

Bro.  Brown  preached  at  the  church  on  Thanks- 
giving Day.  After  preaching  we  had  a  social  meet- 
ing, in  which  the  brethren  and  sisters  expressed 
their  gratefulness   to   their    Creator    for    blessing 


t^~s  gospel  iMiiESsrensrQ-iEsia. 


January  II,  18 


them  so  abundantly  through  another  year  that  had 
past. 

A  collection  was  taken,  and  a  little  over  eight 
dollars  raised  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
Christ.  On  the  first  Saturday  of  December  the 
Missionary  Board  met  at  the  church,  and,  on  the 
following  Sunday,  Bro.  Brown  preached  an  excel- 
lent missionary  sermon.  M.  J.  Mishles. 


From  Wolf  Lake,  lnd. 


Bro.  J.  V.  Felthouse,  of  Elkhart,  lnd.,  came  to 
us  Oct.  19,  and  commenced  preaching  for  us  the 
same  evening.  He  preached  each  evening  and 
on  Sunday,  Oct.  27.  He  held  one  day  meeting 
and  was  with  us  at  one  council-meeting.  Uur 
meetings  continued  till  Nov.  2,  at  which  time  we 
held  our  love  feast.  It  was  well  attended,  there 
being  quite  a  number  from  other  congregations 
with  us.  The  ministerial  help  was  ample.  Bro. 
Thurston  Miller,  of  La  Porte,  lnd.,  officiated. 

The  next  morning  our  meeting  again  opened  at 
ten  o'clock.  Short  talks  were  given  by  each  of  the 
ministers  present  from  abroad.  In  the  evening 
Bro.  Felthouse  preached  his  last  sermon. 

Our  fourth  and  last  quarterly  council  for  1895 
occurred  Dec.  7.  The  church  was  well  represented 
and  much  business  came  before  the  meeting,  which 
was  pleasantly  disposed  of,  seemingly  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  present. 

Eld.  Jeremiah  Gump,  who  had  been  our  elder  for 
many  years,  assisted  us  much  in  the  business  of 
the  meeting.  We  were  glad  for  his  presence,  as 
heseems  like  a  father  to  us. 

A  member  of  the  Christian  church  came  to  this 
meeting  and  asked  admittance;  his  request  was 
granted.  Levi  Zumbrun. 

Blue  River  Church,  lnd.,  Dec.  10. 


From  the  Union  City  Church,  lnd. 


thi 


We  just  closed  our  second  Bible 
church.  The  first  one,  a  year  ago,  was  held  at  our 
large  house.  The  last  one  was  held  at  our  Hill 
Grove  house  and  was  conducted  by  Bro.  David 
Hollinger.  His  wife,  like  a  faithful  Priscilla  (Acts 
18:  26)  assisted.  Our  brethren  will  do  a  good 
work  by  holding  Bible  schools  in  our  local  church- 
es, exercising  the  same  care  as  in  holding  our 
series  of  meetings. 

Some  of  the  advantages  in  holding  such  schools 
are  these:  Ministers  and  Sunday  school  teachers 
will  become  better  qualified  for  work  in  their  im- 
portant fields  of  labor,  and  the  membership  will 
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The  Beaver  Creek  congregation  has  decided  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings  about  Jan.  I,  provided 
Bro.  David  Bowman,  of  Missouri,  can  be  with  us. 
Success  to  the  Messenger  and  God  bless  our  mis- 
sionaries! M.  B.  Miller. 

Spring  Creek,  Va.  , 


the  growing  in- 
ur  Brotherhood 
ncreasing  thirst 


W.  K.  Simmons. 
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Something  to  Think  About. 


d  long  enough  on  the  frontier  to 
nembers,  and  especially  our  min- 
imposed  upon  unintentionally,  at 
:n  or  .their  children,  who  visit  these 
for  pleasure  or  to  look  up  new 
homes.  How  often,  on  those  occasions,  is  the 
minister's  home  made  the  stopping  place!  This 
is  all  right,  and  the  visit  is  highly  appreciated. 
Yet,  dear  Christian  friends,  have  we  stopped  to 
think  that  our  brother  has  to  labor  hard  to  main- 
tain his  family,  and  is  it  right  for  us  to  thus  im- 
pose upon  him,  without,  in  some  way,  aiding  him 
to  bear  his  burden?  The  apostle  tells  us,  "Bear 
ye  one  another's  burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law 
of  Christ."  Gal.  6:  2.  Come,  let  us  reason  togeth- 
er. Had  we  stopped  at  the  hotel,  instead  of  being 
pleasantly  and  safely  housed  by  our  brother  and 
family,  would  we  have  expected  the  hotel-keeper 
to  be  satisfied  with  thank  you  and  the  promise  to 
return  again?  Not  at  all.  So  let  us  consider 
Whether  it  is  just  to  thus  stop  with  our  brethren,, 
be  lodged  and  fed  by  them,  without  paying  them 
at  least  one-half  we  would  have  paid  at  the  hotel. 
This  would  be  helping  to  bear  the  burden. 

Another  point.  How  meny,  in  writing  to  their 
friends  for  information,  with  regard  to  their  sec- 
tion of  country,  forget  the  fact  that  it  will  cost  the 
brother  something  to  return  the  information  want- 
ed. So  let  us  not  neglect  to  send  several  stamps 
to  help  bear  the  cost.  D.  M.  Click. 

Fori  Collins,  Colo. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 


Hartford  City,  lnd.— Bro.  I.  M.  Gibson  came  to 
us  Dec.  8  and  preached  nineteen  sermons.  Three 
dear  sisters  were  baptized  and  three  that  had  wan- 
dered away  from  the  fold,  came  back  and  were 
gladly  received.  Since  the  meeting  closed  three 
have  been  baptized,  and  we  believe  many  are  near 
the  kingdom.— Rosella  Holcroft,  Dec.  25. 

Jonathan  Creek,  Ohio.— The  year  1895  has  been 
a  year  of  sorrow  and  rejoicing.  We  have  lost  six 
of  our  members  by  death.  We  received  twenty 
members  by  baptism,  ranging  in  age  from  eleven  to 
forty  years.  We  had  three  protracted  meetings 
lately, — one  at  each  house.  They  were  held  by 
Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone,  one  of  our  home  minis- 
ters.    He  did  his  work  well. — Jacob  Leckrone. 

Blizzard,  Tenn.— I  went  on  a  mission  of  love  to 
Scott  County,  Virginia,   to   anoint   sister  Osborne, 


From  Beaver  Creek,  Va. 

Dec.  13  was  our  regular  quarterly  council.  Ev- 
erything passed  off  pleasantly.  One  dear  soul 
was  reclaimed  and  two  others  are  ready  to  return. 
The  principal  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  make 
our  annual  settlement.  The  settlement  was  ef- 
fected; expenses  all  paid  and  some  money  left 
in  the  treasury.  Our  surplus,  I  think,  could  be 
well  spent  if  we  would  send  it  to  our  foreign  mis- 
sionaries. On  account  of  Bro.  Roof's  funeral,  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  we  were  unable  to  take  up  a 
collection  for  our  missionaries.  We  hope  it  will 
be  attended  to  in  the  near  future. 

I  reported  some  time  ago  that  the  Beaver  Creek 
congregation  agreed  to  divide  in  two.  This  went 
into   effect   Dec.    13,    1895.    The  one  branch   will 


wife  of  Bro.  John  Osb 
second  degree.  I  foun 
consumption,  but  strong 
We  had  fifteen  meeting; 
and  anointed  two  sisters. 


orne,  their  minister  in  the 
d  the  sister  afflicted  with 
n  the  faith  of  the  Gospel. 
We  baptized  one  sister 
We  held  one  love  feast 
which  was  much  enjoyed  by  all,  especially  by  the 
afflicted  sister. — George  C.  Bowman,  Dec.  20. 

Nappanee,  lnd. — The  members  of  the  Turkey 
Creek  church  met  at  the  Nappanee  house  in  quar- 
terly council  Dec.  21.  We  held  a  choice  for  two 
deacons,  but  as  four  ran  so  near  together,  the 
church  decided  to  install  all  four  of  them.  The 
brethren  were  Bro.  John  Geyer,  Henry  Wysong, 
Lafayette  Snyder  and  John  Brown.  All  are  worthy 
brethren.  Brethren  J.  H.  Miller,  Alexander  Miller, 
and  other  ministers,  were  with  u 


still  be  kno 
and  the  othe 


as  the  Beaver  Creek  congregatii 
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Notes  from  the  Old  People's  Home,  Northern  Illinois. 

— When  the  Home  was  opened  in  1893,  only 
a  few  inmates  were  ready  to  occupy  the  commodi- 
ous structure  erected  for  the  care  of  the  aged 
dependent  ones.  At  that  time  some  thought  the 
building  was  almost  too  large,  but  to-day,  with  j 
fifteen  inmates,  besides  the  Superintendent  and  his  j 
staff  of  helpers,  the  building  is  well-filled,  there 
being  only  two  vacant  rooms. 

— Through  the  liberality  of  those  who  contribut- 
ed to  the  endowment  fund  of  the  Home,  the  in- 
stitution is  now  largely  self-supporting,  and  but 
little  will  be  required  from  the  churches  of  the 
District,  unless  unforeseen  expenditures  should 
make  such  a  call  necessary.  It  would  be  well  if 
more  of  our  members  in  Northern  Illinois  would 
remember  the  Home  by  a  generous  endowment. 
It  is  more  lasting  than  monument  of  marble  and 
granite,  to  perpetuate  our  memory  in  deeds  of 
loving  kindness.  If  the  Lord  rewards  the  least 
that  is  done  in  his  name  to  the  humblest  saint, 
will  there  not  be  a  bright  reward  for  those  who 
remember  the  Home  at  Mt.  Morris,  and  help  it  to 
grow  to  larger  spheres  of  usefulness? 

— It  is  not  the  least  encouraging  feature  of  our 
Home  that,  comparatively  speaking,  we  have  had 
but  little  sickness.  The  general  healthfulness  of 
Mt.  Morris  and  the  good  sanitary  arrangements  at 
the  Home  all  contribute  to  this  desirable  end. 
As  a  result,  our  expense  for  medical  aid  and  sup- 
plies has  been  but  light. 

—For  the  benefit  of  the  inmates  who  are  too 
feeble  to  walk  to  the  Chapel  for  services,  a  prayer 
meeting  is  held  at  the  Home.  Last  Sunday  even- 
ing the  theme  was  "  God's  Care,"  as  set  forth  in 
Ps.  23.  Several  of  the  inmates  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  the  Lord's  goodness  in  permitting 
them  to  spend  their  last  days  so  pleasantly.  The 
many  good  remarks  at  the  meeting  brought  re- 
newed trust  and  confidence  to  all  who  trust  in  the 
mighty  arm  of  Jehovah.  L.  A.  P. 

Ml.  Morris,  III. 


Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Isaac 
Barto,  of  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series 
of  meetings  in  the  Union  meetinghouse  of  this 
place  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  17,  and  continued 
until  the  evening  of  Dec.  1.  While  we  have  no 
the  meetings  were  of  great 
at  this  place.  He  preached 
'e  also  had  a  Thanksgiving 
liberal  collection  was  raised 
n  missions. — Barbara  E.  Byers, 
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Duncansville  Church,  Pa. — Bro.  Mi 
is  conducting  a  very  interesting  series 
in  the  Carson  Valley  house  at  present, 
ings  began  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  I 
preaching  every  evening  till  Saturday  evening, 
Dec.  28,  when  seven  young  persons  came  out,  to 
unite  with  the  church,  and  were  baptized  on  Sun- 
day at  2  P.  M.  Bro.  Claar  is  still  continuing  the 
meetings,  with  prospects  of  still  others  coming  to 
also  had  a  visit  from  Bro.  Daniel 
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D.  S.  Replogle,  McKecs  Gap,  Pa.,  Dec.  3. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— Dec.  22  Bro.  John  A.  Arnold 
preached  at  the  Brookside  church  at  10:30  A.  M., 
and  at  the  same  hour  Bro.  Emery  Fike  preached 
at  the  Glade  View  church.  Brethren  John  S.  and 
Samuel  K.  Fike  preached  at  the  Sugar  Lands.. 
Dec.  25  Bro.  Jonas  Fike  preached  at  Maple  Spring 
and  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  28  Bro.  I.  O.  Thompson 
preached  at  the  Brookside  church;  also  the  next 
morning.  At  night  he  preached  at  Maple  Spring. 
In  this  church,  since  Jan.  1,  1895,  UP  to  Jan.  1, 
1896,  there  were  forty-three  baptized  and  one  re-  ' 
claimed.  Four  were  added  by  letter,  and  eight 
others  have  not  yet  handed  in  their  letters.  Four 
have  been  disfellowshiped;  four  have  been  re- 
moved by  death,  and  seven  have  moved  to  other 
fields.  Nearly  three  hundred  sermons  were 
preached,  and  five  different  Sunday  schools  con- 
ducted, some  of  them  have  closed  during  the  win- 
<  ter. — Rachel  Weimer. 
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Graydon,  Pa.-The  Brethren  of  the  Codorus 
congregation  were  much  rejoiced  when  Bro  Chris 
tian  Bucher  came  to  us  Dec.  2,  preaching  thirteen 
soul-strengthening  sermons.  A  few  days  after  he 
left,  two  applied  for  baptism  and  were  baptized 
Dec.  22. —  Christian  Ness,  Dec.  3/. 

Bradford,  Ohio.-Bro.  Lewis  W.  Teeter  came  to 
us  Dec.  14,  and  preached  twenty-seven  sermons 
,  giving  no  uncertain  sound.  Four  souls  were  con- 
/  vinced  and  were  baptized.  The  meetings  closed 
with  increasing  interest  and  attendance,  and  with 
regrets  that  Bro.  Teeter  had  to  leave  for  other 
fields  of  labor.— Levi  L.  Landis,  Dec.  30. 

Wade  Branch,  Kans.— While  visiting  in  this  con- 
gregation, Eld.  Enoch  Eby  preached  several  ser- 
mons for  us.  Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  and  sickness,  the  attendance  was  small, 
hut  the  attention  was  excellent.  Our  elder,  George 
Myers,  owing  to  ill  health  this  winter,  could  not 
be  out  to  the  meetings  during  Bro.  Eby's  stay. 
Our  Sunday  school  will  commence  the  first  Sunday 
in  January. — A.  M.  Sharp,  Jan.  i. 

Greene  Church,  Iowa.— The  Brethren  met  in 
quarterly  council  Jan.  2.  A  good  deal  of  business 
came  before  the  meeting.  We  decided  to  have 
preaching  every  Sunday  evening,  and  a  Sunday 
school  teachers'  meeting  every  Thursday  evening. 
We  have  reorganized  our  Sunday  school  for  this 
year.  We  also  decided  to  use  the  Brethren's 
Sunday  School  Song  Book  in  our  Sunday  school  — 
Gertie  Eikenbcrry,  Jan.  4. 

Red  River  Valley  Church,  N.  Dak.— The  breth- 
ren and  sisters  of  the  Red  River  Valley  church 
met  for  their  love  feast  Nov.  2.  The  meeting  was 
well  attended.  The  weather  was  pleasant.  Min- 
isters present  were  George  Swihart,  George  Stryck- 
er,  Levi  Miller  and  Amos  Peters.  Our  church- 
membership  is  thirty-nine.  We  have  appointments 
every  Sunday.  One  appointment  is  in  the  west 
end  of  the  District.— J.  J.  Troyer,  Clifford,  N.  Dak. 

Sangerville,  Va.— The  Brethren  met  on  Christ- 
mas Day  at  the  Sangerville  church.  One  sister 
united  with  the  church  by  baptism.  Yesterday 
'  we  met  in  special  council.  Quite  an  amount  of 
business  passed  the  meeting  with  seemingly  good 
feeling.  To-day  being  the  fifth  Sunday,  we  had 
preaching,  after  which  we  again  had  the  pleasure 
of  baptizing  eight  dear  souls.     Others  are  counting 
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Glen  Rock,  Nebr.— Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  came  to  us 
Nov.  16  and  held  several  meetings  for  us,  but  left 
again  in  the  midst  of  interest,  after  preaching 
seventeen  sermons  in  all.  Six  precious  souls  unit- 
(q  ed  with  the  church  by  confession  and  baptism. 
There  are  also  two  applicants  for  baptism,  and 
one  dear  sister,  who  had  wandered  away,  came 
back  to  the  fold.  Nine  additions  to  the  church 
means  a  good  many  here  in  this  place,  for  people 
are  so  very  proud.  It  is  hard  for  some  to  accept 
the  perfect  plan  of  salvation  in  all  its  plainness 
as  our  Brethren  teach  it.  We  have  twenty  mem- 
bers here  now.  Thirteen  have  united  with  the 
church  during  the  last  five  months.— Miriam  A. 
Maxey. 

New  Hope  Church,  Tenn.—  Since  my  report  of 
the  needs  of  this  church,  one  year  ago,  we  have 
had  the  privilege  of  hearing  God's  Word  preached, 

a  privilege  that  we  had  not  had  for  about  two 

years  before.  June  1  Eld 
companied  by  Bro.  Nathar 
and  preached  six  sermons, 
and  sister  Miller,  accompanied  by  Bro.  Wm. 
Detrick,  of  Monticello,  Ohio,  and  Bro.  Michael 
Miller,  of  Darke  County,  same  State,  came.  Bro. 
Daniel  Miller  preached  three  sermons.  Their 
visit  with  us  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 
parting  hand  came  all  too  soon.  The  light  is  be- 
ginning to  dawn  here  and  we  hope  for  a  better  day. 
Bro.  A.  M.  Shults,  and  family,  of  Malvern,  111., 
including  four  members,  will  move  to  our  place 
\  in  the  near  future.  We  have  no  minister  yet,  but 
I  \  think  that  we  will,  sometime  in  the  future.— A.  W. 
Oren,  Lankford,  Tenn.,  Dec.  31. 
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Williamsport     church 


church-council,  held  in  the 
Ind.,  Dec.  7,  Bro.  Enos 
Moore  was  elected  deacon,  and,  with  his  wife 
was  duly  installed.  We  were  assisted  in  the  work 
by  Eld.  Isaac  Billheimer.-G^y,  L.  Studcbaker. 

Quinter,  Kans.-I  was  called  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Indian  Creek,  in  the  southwest  part 
of  Gove  County.  The  meetings  commenced 
Dec  22  and  continued  until  Dec.  29.  I  delivered, 
■  n  all,  nine  sermons.  Two  precious  souls  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism,  and  others  are  near  the  king- 
dom.    May  the  Lord 


Dec 


30. 


praised!—  J.    B.     Wl 


Adamsboro,  Pa.-Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of^Lewis- 
town,  Pa.,  commenced  a  scries  of  meetings  here 
Dec,  1,  and  continued  until  the  16th.  He  preached, 
in  all,  nineteen  sermons.  We  had  good  attendance', 
considering  that  there  were  two  other 
the  neighborhood.  Our  little  church  v 
vived  and  built  up.  Fou: 
Flory,  Dec.  22. 
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Sterling,  IU.-The  Sterling  church  held  its 
quarterly  council  Jan.  1.  By  request  brethren  D. 
Dierdorff  and  A.  L.  Grater  were  present.  Much 
unanimity  prevailed.  The  spiritual  and  financial 
report  of  the  church  is  good.  An  election  for  two 
deacons  was  held,  the  choice  falling  on  brethren 
Harvey  Myers  and  John  D.  Fox.  They  arc  both 
worthy  young  brethren.  May  they  be  instrumental 
in  doing  much  good!—/3  R.  Keltoer,  Jan  3. 

Fountain  Dale,  Pa.— Bro.  J.  S.  Weybright,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  T.  J.  Kolb,  has  just  closed  ail  in- 
teresting series  of  meetings  in  this  church.  He 
preached,  in  all,  twelve  sermons,  to  a  well-filled 
house  of  anxious  hearers.  Two  precious  souls 
expressed  themselves  as  willing  to  accept  their 
Savior  by  following  his  example.  One  who  had 
wandered  away,  was  reclaimed.  Others  are  count- 
ing the  cost,  and  the  church  was  built  up  in  the 
faith. — Cora  A,  Linebaugh,  Dec.  31. 

(  Elkhart,  Ind.— I  hear  many  words  of  praise  for 
the  enlarged  Gospel  Messenger.  Its  readers  here 
place  it  next  to  the  Bible  in  home  literature.  Its 
general  makeup,  spirit,  and  real  value  is  a  great  im- 
provement over  the  past.  It  ought  to  go  into  every 
home  and  would  if  all  who  profess  to  be  its  friend 
would  work,  as  well  as  pray,  for  it.  Members  must 
be  taught  to  sacrifice  the  material  for  the  spiritual, 
the  lower  for  the  higher,  and  then  there  will  be 
plenty  of  means  and  room  for  every  good  work. 
Let  all  who  have  learned  the  better  way  turn  teach- 
ers and  the  victory  will  be  won  easily! — /.  D. 
Parker. 

Mt.  Zion,  W.  Va.  Bro.  Z.  Annon,  of  Thornton, 
W.  Va.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  here  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  14,  and  continued  until  the 
evening  of  the  25th.  He  was  assisted  by  brethren 
from  adjoining  churches.  One  dear  brother  was 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Another  appli- 
cant,—an  invalid  sister, — will  be  baptized  as  soon 
as  her  strength  and  the  weather  will  permit.  May 
the  Lord  give  her  strength!  She  is  a  very  intel- 
ligent lady,  and,  though  an  invalid,  will  add  much 
to  the  strength  of  the  little  band  here.  While 
among  us  Bro.  Annon  made  not  only  friends  for 
himself,  but  for  the  cause  we  hold  so  dearly.  The 
church  elected  Bro.  W.  Phillips  to  the  office  of 
deacon.— J.  Monroe  Wells,  Dec.  31. 

Olathe,  Kans. — Dec.  15  wife  and  I,  accompanied 
by  brother  and  sister  Noah  Riffey,  went  to  Kansas 
City,  Kans.,  to  attend  to  the  Father's  business.  A 
sick  lady,  who  had  been  confined  to  her  bed  most 
of  the  time  for  over  a  year,  desired  to  be  baptized. 
A  box  was  arranged  just  outside  the  house  and 
filled  with  water.  Two  brethren  carried  her  out 
and  after  she  was  immersed,  she  was  again  placed 
comfortably  into  her  bed.  Devotional  exercises 
held,  and  she  was  then  anointed.  When  we 
left  she  seemed  quite  cheerful.  The  prospects  are 
quite  encouraging  in  Kansas  City.  This  is  the 
second  one  baptized  recently.  Bro.  C.  M.  Yearout, 
of  Westphalia,  Kans,,  is  at  present  holding  meet- 
ings in  the  Olathe  meetinghouse. — Geo.  E.  Wise, 
Dec.  20. 


Taccio,  Va.— We  had  preaching  to-day  at  Beth- 
lehem. A  collection  for  foreign  missions  resulted 
in  raising  S13.00  for  that  work. — David  Bowman, 
Dec.  23. 

Fulton,  Ind.— Our  series  of  meetings,  commenced 
at  Mud  Lake  church  Dec.  9,  closed  Dec.  23.  It 
was  conducted  by  Bro.  Aaron  Moss.  Two  were 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed. 
— Jeffinon  Sunday,  Dec.  26. 

Mineral  Creek,  Mo.— Bro.  G.  W.  Lentz  came  to 
us  Nov.  30.  He  commenced  meetings  the  same 
evening  and  continued  until  Dec.  16.  We  had 
good  meetings,  large  attendance  and  good  inter- 
est. One  was  received  by  confession  and  baptism. 
—Frederick  Cnlp,  Dec.  30. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Tenn.— The  Ministerial  Meeting 
for  the  Tennessee  District  was  held  at  Pleasant 
Hill,  Sullivan  Co.,  Tenn.,  Dec.  13  and  14.  Meet- 
ings were  continued  by  brethren  Wm.  Sherfy  and 
—  Ledbetter  till  the  22nd.  As  a  result,  two  were 
baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.— Joseph  B. 
Wine. 

Pine  Qrove,  Fla.— Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  was  with 
us  to-day  and  gave  us  a  very  interesting  discourse 
on  the  early  life  of  our  Lord  and  Master.  His 
remarks  were  very  appropriate  and,  we  think, 
greatly  appreciated  by  all  present.     We  are  sorry 

to  learn  that  he  has  to  leave  us  so  soon. D.  E 

Bowman,  Hope,  /''la.,  Dec.  23. 

Red  Cloud,  Nebr.— Since  our  last  report  three 
more  have  been  baptized.  On  Thanksgiving  Day 
we  met  for  worship.  18275  was  raised  for  mission- 
ary purposes.  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing  much 
for  our  little  band.  How  I  wish  all  could  be  in- 
duced to  use  only  the  Brethren's  literature,  "  for  we 
be  brethren." — Sarah  Mohler,  Jan.  1. 

Alleghany,  W.  Va.— Eld.  Aaron  Fike,  of  Eglon, 
W.  Va.,  began  preaching  for  us  Dec.  19,  and  con- 
tinued one  week.  He  assisted  in  our  quarterly 
council  and  also  in  anointing  Bro.  Benjamin  Cos- 
ner.  The  church  was  much  revived  and_~ioners 
were  made  to  see  themselves  in  the  light  of  God's 
Word.—  Raphael  Baker,  Gormania,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  26. 

South  English,  Iowa.— Two  more  dear  souls 
(sisters)  were  added  to  the  fold  by  baptism  Dec. 
28.  During  the  year  eighteen  have  been  added 
by  baptism.  Four  of  our  young  members  are  at- 
tending school  at  Mt.  Morris.  We  trust  they  may 
be  benefited  spiritually  and  mentally.  Two  of 
our  brethren  are  away,  holding  protracted  meet- 
ings—5.  A.  Brower,  Dec.  31. 

Pierce,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Nov.  28  Bro. 
F.  B.  Weimer,  of  Sterling,  Ohio,  began  preaching 
for  us  and  remained  one  week,  when  Bro.  Quincy 
Leckrone,  of  Ziontown,  Ohio,  came  and  continued 
the  meetings  two  weeks  longer.  The  meetings 
were  largely  attended.  The  best  of  attention  was 
given  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  Five  precious 
souls  consecrated  themselves  to  God's  service, 
and  others  are  almost  persuaded. — R.  R.  Shroyer. 

Cushing,  Okla.  T. — About  two  years  ago  a  broth- 
er in  Ohio  thought  that,  perhaps,  a  few  good  books 
might  help  some  poor  preacher  in  the  West  and 
on  the  frontier.  So  he  sent  some  very  helpful 
books  to  one  that  feels  very  grateful  for  the  same, 
as  they  have  been  helpful  in  getting  ideas.  There 
are  two  young  ministers  here,  who  are  poor,  that 
need  a  friend  or  friends  of  this  kind.  Who  will 
God  will  bless  such  help  and  the 
lend  the  address  to  any  one. — A. 
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helpers. 
W.  Austin. 

Oakley,  111. — Our  quarterly  council  occurred  Dec. 
23.  Three  were  received  by  letter  and  two  re- 
stored that  had  gone  with  the  Old  Order  Brethren. 
Solicitors  were  also  appointed  to  solicit  for  District 
and  General  Mission.  Our  Sunday  school  was 
reorganized  by  electing  Bro.  Wm.  H.  Hood  as 
Superintendent.  On  Christmas  Day  we  had  chil- 
dren's meeting.  The  attendance  and  interest  were 
good.  Afterwards  a  collection  was  taken  for  the 
children's  mission  of  Chicago,  and  S10.00  was 
raised  for  that  purpose.  Our  social  meeting  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition. — D.  J,  Blickenstaff,  Dec.  2f. 
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Clarence,  Iowa.  —  Our  quarterly 
council  convened  Dec.  28.  Among 
the  business  transacted  was  the  hold- 
ing of  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  near 
future,  and  to  reopen  our  Sunday 
school  with  the  second  quarter  of 
1896.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting  on 
Christmas,  with  a  large  number  of 
children  present,  who  were  kindly  re- 
membered. Our  attendance  at  Sun- 
day school  during  the  past  nine 
months  has  been  highly  gratifying. 
As  our  Sunday  school  closes  Dec.  29, 
we  expect  to  start  a  special  Bible 
class  for  the  winter,  for  the  study  of 
God's  Word,  with  some  attention  giv- 
en to  Bible  geography,  Bible  history 
and  vocal  music—  John  Zuck. 

Flora,  Ind.— The  members  of  the 
Bachelor's  Run  church  are  much  en- 
couraged, and  are  now  in  better  work- 
ing order  than  for  a  number  of  years. 
We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school, 
which  is  growing  in  interest.  In 
September  last  we  organized  a  social 
meeting,  which  meets  one  evening  in 
each  week,  and  is  growing  in  numbers 
and  interest.  Dec.  19  Bro.  ].  Rarick, 
of  North  Manchester,  and  Bro.  Chas. 
Gibson,  of  Girard,  111.,  came  to  us 
and  conducted  a  ten  days'  Bible 
school.  The  school  was  well  attended 
and  a  good  interest  taken.  Bro.  J.  M. 
Mohler,  of  Pennsylvania,  is  expected 
here  in  a  few  days,  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings.— J.  L.  Cunningham,  Dec.  jo. 

Palestine  Church,  Ohio. — Bro.  Dav- 
id S.  Filbmm,  of  Brandt,  Miami  Co., 
Ohio,  came  to  us  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  23,  and  remained  until  the  even- 
ing of  Dec.  15,  preaching,  in  all, 
thirty-two  sermons,  all  but  two  at  our 
Beech  Grove  house.  We  had  an  in- 
teresting children's  meeting.  The 
grown  people  were  interested  as  well 
as  the  little  ones.  Bro.  Filbrum  vis- 
ited much  among  the  members,  es- 
pecially the  aged  and  infirm,  to  their 
pleasure  and  profit.  Seven  precious 
young  souls  made  the  good  choice, 
choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction 
with  the  people  of  God  than  to  en- 
joy the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season. 
Others  we  know  were  almost  per- 
suaded. Brethren,  pray  for  us  that 
the  cause  might  prosper  here  and 
everywhere! — 5.  S.  Petty,  Glin  Karn, 
Ohio,  Dec.  jo. 

Rockton,  Pa.— On  account  of  my 
neglect,  our  little  meeting  was  not 
reported.  Our  home  ministers  con- 
ducted a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings 
prior  to  love  feast,  Oct.  24.  One 
dear  sister  united  with  the  church 
by  confession  and  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  was  attended  by  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  adjoining  brethren.  Our  mis- 
sion sermon  was  preached  Christmas 
morning  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Beer.  This 
was  the  6rst  mission  sermon  delivered 
in  our  little  congregation.  It  caused 
quite  an  awakening,  and  we  feel  to 
vouch  that  there  will  be  greater  and 
stronger  efforts  put  forth  hereafter. 
We  raised  S5.07,  to  be  divided  equally 
between  the  Tract  Work,  Home  and 
European,  and  Asia  Minor  Mission. 
Our  efforts  during  the  past  year  have 
resulted  in  erecting  two  neat  little 
churchhouses  in  our  local  church  and 
there  is  a  strong  move  for  another 
one  next  summer,  if  the  Lord  will. 
This  will  give  us  a  house  of  worship 
at  each  of  our  appointments. — J,  A. 
Bnlltart,  Rockton,  Pa.,  Dec.  25. 


Sand  Ridge  Church,  Ohio.— I  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  here  Dec. 
12  and  closed  Dec.  29.  I  found  a 
band  of  about  twenty  members,  with- 
out a  preacher.  They  have  a  good 
churchhouse,  but  have  preaching  on- 
ly every  four  weeks,  by  the  ministers 
of  the  Sugar  Ridge  church.  Owing  to 
bad  weather  and  extremely  bad  roads 
the  attendance  was  rather  small,  but 
the  interest  was  fair  and  we  closed 
with  a  full  house.  Had  the  roads  not 
been  almost  impassable,  we  would 
have  continued  the  meetings  longer, 
as  some  were  near  the  kingdom. — Dan- 
iel S/uil,  Sidney,  hid.,  Dec,  jl. 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.— In  Gospel 
Messenger  of  Nov.  30,  I  noticed  this: 
"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  account 
of  a  lack  of  means  the  General  Mis- 
sion Board  was  unable  to  locate  an 
evangelist  in  Florida  this  winter,  as 
was  contemplated."  While  this  regret 
may  be  deeply  felt  by  our  sympathiz- 
ing brethren  and  sisters  of  the  North, 
it  is,  perhaps,  more  keenly  felt  by  the 
few  faithful  and  noble-hearted  mem- 
bers of  South  Florida,  who  have  left 
their  homes  in  the  North  and  have 
come  to  the  South,  to  build  up  homes 
for  themselves,  and  to  build  up  the 
cause  and  kingdom  of  their  Blessed 
Lord  and  Master  where  there  are 
thousands  of  people  that  have  souls 
;ave,  and  yet  have  never  had  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  Gospel 
preached  as  the  Brethren  try  to  hold 
it  forth  in  its  primitive  purity.  There 
is  a  great  mission  field  here  in  South 
Florida.  It  is  now  only  the  begin- 
ning of  seed-time,  to  sow  the  good 
seed  of  the  kingdom  in  order  to  reap 
the  golden   harvest    that    the    angels 

11  go  forth  to  reap  in  the  end  of 
the  world.  The  one  thing  needful 
here  is  a  good  faithful  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  to  sow  the  good  seed  of 
the  kingdom  and  to  preach  the  Gos- 
jel  as  it  was  once  delivered  to  the 
;aints.  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
f  the  proper  step  is  taken  it  will  take 
but  little  trouble  to  build  up  a  good 
hurch  and  Sunday  school  here  in 
St.  Petersburg,  where  the  doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  seems  to  be  almost  en- 
tirely unknown.  I  am  now  here  with 
intention  of  locating  in  this  vicini- 
ty, and  to  try  to  build  up  an  interest 
for  the  cause  of  the  Master.— J.  IV. 
Burns,  Dec.  26. 


^-MATRIMONIAL-^ 

"  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let 


SILVERS— GARDNER.— At  T.  I.  Silver's, 
Franklin  Township,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa, 
Christmas  eve,  Dec.  24,  1895,  by  the  under- 
signed, Mr.  Aldie  E.  Silvers  and  Miss  Mattie 
V.  Gardner,  all  of  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa. 

Lewis  M.  Kou. 


.  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


SHOFFNER.— At  La  Place,  111.,  Nov.  23, 
1895.  Bro.  Jacob  Shoffner,  aged  80  years,  6 
months  and  2  days,  He  was  baptized  June 
23,  1895,  and  anointed  Nov.  19,  1895. 

MESNARD.— At  the  same  place,  Dec.  21, 
1895,  Ethel  Mesnard,  granddaughter  of  the 
above,  aged  2  years,  6  months  and  4  days. 
Funeral  of  both  the  above  by  Bro.  S.  S.  Miller 
assisted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Brubaker. 

I.  W.  Brubaker. 

MAGLEY.-At  Blue  River,  Ind.,  Dec.  19, 
1895,  Delia  Jane  Magley,  aged  30  years  and 
I  month.  She  served  hei  Master  very  de- 
votedly for  twelve  years.    She  was  a  sufferer 


for  ten    years,   but  bore  her    sufferings    with 
Christian  grace.  Minnie  Hire. 

LINT— In  the  Bunker  Hill  church,  Ohio, 
Dec.  18,  1895,  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  sister 
Catharine  Lint  (nee  Miller),  aged  76  years, 
n  months  and  15  days.  She  was  a  widow 
nine  years.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  preceded  her  to  the  spirit 
world.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  over  thirty-five  years.  She  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Brethren's  graveyard  at  Bunker 
Hill.  Funeral  conducted  by  Bro.  Josiah 
Hochstettler,  from  the  words:  "For  me  to 
live  is  Christ  and  to  die  is  gain." 

KASER.— In  the  Bunker  Hill  church,  Ohio, 
Nov.  26,  1895,  from  the  effects  of  a  tumor, 
sister  Delilah  Kaser  [nee  Snider),  beloved  wife 
of  Bro.  Amos  Kaser,  aged  37  years,  3  months 
and  15  days.  She  leaves  a  dear  husband  and 
two  little  daughters.  She  had  Christ  and  the 
church  at  heart.  She  was  indeed  a  sister  to 
pattern  after.  The  services  were  conducted 
by  Bro.  Josiah  Hochstettler,  from  2  Tim.  4: 7- 
Sarah  Middaugh. 

OPLIGER.— In  the  Bunker  Hill  church, 
Ohio,  Allie  Jacob,  son  of  Bro.  John  and  sister 
Jane  Opliger,  aged  6  months  and  2  days. 
Services  by  Bro.  Josiah  Hochstettler.  Inter- 
ment in  the  Mennonite  cemetery. 

Sarah  Middaugh. 

OREN.— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind.,  Nov. 
16,  1895,  of  typhoid  fever,  Bro.  Daniel  Oren, 
aged  62  years,  5  months  and  5  days.  Funeral 
discourse  by  Bro.  David  Swihart,  from  Jdhn 
14:  1. 

DICKERHOFF.— Near  Disko,  Ind.,  Dec. 
9,  1895,  Amanda,  daughter  of  friend  Jacob  and 
Mary  Dickerhoff,  aged  7  years,  5  months  and 
14  days.     Services  by  Bro.  David  Swihart. 

SWIHART— In    the    Roann   church,   Ind., 

Dec.  16,  1895,  of  eczema,  Ethel  May,  daughter 

of  Bro.  George  and  sister  Rosa  Swihart,  aged 

4  years,  3  months  and  25  days.     Funeral  dis- 

turse  by  Bro.  Frank  Fisher,  from  Gen.  33;  13. 

Joseph  John. 
SHOUP.— In  the  Maumee  church,  Defiance 
Co.,  Ohio,  sister  Elizabeth  Shoup,  aged  70 
5,  10  months  and  1  day.  She  joined  the 
church  in  1S45,  and  was  anointed  a  short  time 
before  her  death.  She  died  of  paralysis  and 
leaves  a  husband,  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Funeral  services  conducted  in  the  United 
Brethren  church  in  Sherwood,  by  the  writer. 
Jacob  Kintner. 
GERHART—  In  the  Allison  church,  near 
tllison,  111,,  Dec.  15,  "1895,  of  membranous 
roup,  little  Perry  Otto,  only  son  of  Bro.  John 
nd  sister  Susan  Gerhart,  aged  5  years,  8 
nonths  and  16  days.  Little  Otto  was  a  bright 
little  boy.  Funeral  services  held  at  the  house 
Dec.  16,  by  Bro,  S.  W.  Garber,  from  the 
words,  "He  shall  gather  the  lambs  with  his 
arm,  and  carry  them  in  his  bosom."  Burial 
in  the  Allison  cemetery.      Niva  R.  Garber. 

WARSTLER.— Near  Goshen,  Ind.,  Nov.  5, 
1895,  of  diphtheria,  Gilbert  Guy,  only  son  of 
friend  Otha  H.,  and  Susie  E.  Warstler,  aged 
4  years,  8  months  and  2  days. 

WARSTLER— In  the  same  family,  Nov. 
15,  1895,  of  membranous  croup,  Ruth  Bernice, 
youngest  child  of  the  above-named  parents, 
aged  2  years,  6  months  and  23  days.  Funeral 
services  on  Sunday,  Dec.  22,  by  brethren 
George  Swihart  and  Levi  Hoke,  from  Matt. 
18:2.  Mary  C.  Warstler. 

HOOVER.— In  the  Clover  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Pa.,  Nov.  25,  1895,  of  membranous  croup, 
Cecelia  Hoover,  aged  8  years.  Funeral  serv- 
ices conducted  by  Eld.  Brice  Sell,  of  Newry, 
Pa. 

HOOVER.— In  the  same  congregation,  Nov. 
30,  1S95,  of  cancer,  Bro.  John  B.  Hoover,  fa- 
ther of  the  above-named  child,  aged  73  years, 
2  months  and  17  days.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  elders  J.  B.  Replogle  and  T.  B. 
Maddocks,  from  Heb.  2:  6. 

WINELAND.— In  the  same  congregation, 
Dec.  13,  1895,  of  consumption,  Bro.  Joseph 
Wineland,  aged  72  years,  10  months  and  10 
days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  from  Deut.  11:  31. 

J.  G.  Mock. 
TRIMMER.— In  the  Upper  Conewago  con- 
gregation, Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  of  heart  disease, 
Bro.  John  Trimmer,  aged  68  years,  6  months 
and  22  days.  Deceased  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  church.  His  daily  life 
portrayed  the  Christian  traits  which  he  poS' 
sessed.    He    leaves    a    wife,    four   sons    anc 


seven  daughters.  Interment  in  tire  Brethren's 
graveyard  at  the  Mummert  church.  Funeral 
services  by  brethren  David  H.  Baker  and 
Orville  V.  Long.     Text,  Philpp.  1 :  23. 

Chas.  L.  Baker. 

KIMMEL.— In  the  Wolf  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  Nov.  30,  1895,  sister  Mary,  daughter  of 
Bro.  Jacob  Kimmel,  aged  20  years,  3  months 
and  2  days.  Disease,  consumption.  She  was 
anointed  about  two  hours  before  her  departure. 
She  gave  earnest  admonition  to  her  brothers 
and  sisters,  and  kind  words  of  encouragement 
to  her  father,  who,  in  a  few  years,  has  been 
bereft  of  his  wife  and  five  daughters,  three 
of  whom  died  in  a  state  of  innocence,  Sister 
Barbara  died  a  year  ago.  She  made  the 
good  confession  and.  was  baptized  while  low 
in  sickness.  She  gave  the  same  earnest,  dy- 
ing words  as  her  sister  above  named.  Her 
death  occurred  Sept.  10,  1894,  at  the  age  of 
17  years  and  16  days.  Funeral  services  by 
the  brethren.  John  Calvin  Bright. 

MILLER.— In  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  III., 
Nov.  6,  1895,  sister  Mary  E.  Miller,  wife  of 
Bro.  Urias  M.  Miller.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Brethren  church  for  about  twenty-four 
years.  Funeral  services  by  brethren  Jonathan 
Brubaker  and  J.  H.  Brubaker,  from  Rev. 
14:12,  13.  J.  M.  Miller. 

DEARDORFF.— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind., 
Dec.  10,  1895,  of  heart  failure,  sister  Catharine 
(White)  Deardorff,  aged  76  years,  10  months 
and  10  days.  She  was  born  in  Shenandoah 
County,  Va.,  Jan.  31,  1819.  When  about  six 
years  old,  she  moved,  with  her  parents,  to 
Preble  County,  Ohio.  She  was  married  to 
Paul  Deardorff,  Feb.  21,  1839.  In  October, 
1S45,  WIln  ner  husband  and  three  children, 
she  moved  to  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  where 
she  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life  up  to  the 
of  her  death.  She  leaves  three  sons  and 
j  daughters.  Her  husband  preceded  her 
about  thirty-nine  years  ago.  She  was  much 
emed  in  the  welfare  of  the  church,  and 
one  of  the  early  sacrificing  mothers  in 
starting  the  little  vine  in  the  Roann  church. 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Frank  Fisher,  from 
Ps.  55.  Joseph  John. 

BRUMBAUGH— In  the  Wolf  Creek  con- 
gregation, Ohio,  Oct.  19,  1895,  sister  Susan 
Brumbaugh,  aged  72  years,  9  months  and  13 
days.    She  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  hard 

:perience  of  life,  having  been   twice  left  a 

dow,  with  a  large  family  of  children.     The 
last  years  of  her  life  were  spent  faithfully  in 
the  church.     Funeral  services  by  the  brethren. 
John  Calvin  Bright. 

HOLSINGER.— Within  the  bounds  of  the 
Manassas  church,  Prince  William  Co.,  Va., 
Dec.  16,  1895,  sister  Elizabeth  Holsinger  {nee 
Snyder),  aged  64  years,  7  months  and  2  days.. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Bro.  Thomas  S.  Holsinger, 
and  the  mother  of  eight  children,  three  of 
whom  preceded  her  to  the  grave.  The  de- 
ceased was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,. 
where  she  lived  until  about  nine  years  ago,. 
when  the  family  moved  to  Virginia,  where 
they  became  some  of  the  first  members  of 
what  is  now  the  Manassas  church.  She 
united  with  the  church  in  her  single  days  and 
for  about  forty  years  was  an  exemplary  sis- 
ter. Funeral  sermon  by  Bro.  A.  Chambers, 
assisted  by  the  brethren,  from  Rev.  14: 13. 

J.  E.  Blough, 

HARLEY.— At  Harleysville,  Pa.,  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Indian  Creek  church,  Sarah; 
Stover  Harley,  aged  62  years,  7  months  and 
I  day.  Sixty-two  beautiful  years  ended  a  life 
which  was  an  inspiration  to  many!  In  her 
was  the   promise  fulfilled,   "Then    shall    thy 

the  waves  of  the  sea."  Sister  Harley  seemed 
to  dwell  in  a  closer  spiritual  communion  with 
her  Savior  than  most  of  us.  We  knew  she 
was  not  of  this  world,  but  lived,  moved  and 
had  her  being  in  a  higher  sphere.  From  her 
father,  Jacob  K.  Stover,  she  inherited  a  sen- 
sitive, poetical  nature,  which  made  her  -life 
spent  in  God's  service  rarely  beautiful.  In 
her  youth  she  enlisted  under  the  banner  of 
King  Immanuel  and  was  a  devoted  follower 
for  about  forty-five  years.  Her  husband, 
Jacob  K.  Harley,  and  nine  children,  all  striv- 
ing to  follow  her  example,  will  reverence  her 
memory.  She  was  buried  near  her  home  in 
the  Indian  Creek  cemetery.  Services  by  F. 
P.  Cassel  and  Jacob  Conner,  from  2  ' 
4:7.  During  the  summer  her  health 
failing,  but  she  was  confined  to  her  room 
two  days  previous  to  her  death. 

Lizzie  D.  RosenbergerJ 
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•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  time  or  more Sl  ,( 

One  month  (4  times) ,  ,, 

Three  months  (13  times) ,  „ 

Six  months  (26  times) , ,  a 

One  year  (52  times), ?( 

BP*No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  mountei 


Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc 

International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced  students.     It    is   really    the    n 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published. 
is   prepared  by  W,  W.    Dowling,   the 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price,  Si.oo; 


price, 00  cer 

Teaching  and  Teachers.— By  H.  Clay  Trm 

bull.     A    book    of   390    pages    {yy2  x  $% 

inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price,. . 

-  Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "Teaching  and 
Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way  into  tht 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work 
ers.  It  is  to-day  the  popular  hand-book  or 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith  Pclouhcl    Dictionary  of  the   Bible. - 

Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  m 
hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been 
fully  revised  and  edited  by  the  Rev 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth, 
818  pages.  Regular  price,  $2.00;  our  t 
*>y  mail. Si-75 

Board    Cover,  per  copy,  85  cents;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid j; 

Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  55   cents;   per   dozen 
copies,  prepaid, I 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what  notat 
the  woik  is  desired. 


Brethren  and  Friends 


e  winil'l  permit  I  could  give  te 
of  Brethren  that  I  have  s 
in  Ohio,  Indiana.  Illinois,  Ic 


Vehicles  suitable  for  both  old    J 


of  <!"•"/  materittt.  Belc 
elsewhere,  send  (or  circulars  g 
prices  and  terms  o[  the  diftereu 
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Remember  We  Are  Busy 


Wire,  Steel  and  Link  Stays, 

Netting,  Lawn  Fenoe,  Lawn,  1 

>  Gates,  etc,  to  oar  numeroai 

Write  ns  for  prloeB  and  catalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 

Greenville,  O 


You  Need  It ! 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
"lis  Office. 


Best  line  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  the 
South.  City  Ticket  Office,  232  Clark  St.,  Ch 
cago. 


Children  at  Work.    Weekly;  well-illustra- 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
<planation.  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


( Printer's  Ink 
!  Helps.... 
I  Advertisers! 


HI 


l  weekly  journal,  furnishing  you 
vith  practical  advice  and  reliable  inlurm- 
■  tion  about  every  detail  ol  the  business 


10  Spruce  Street,  New  York. 


J 


WANTED" 


$1.00  for  25  Cents 


Our  Publications. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
iunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.  A  large,  religious 
eekly,— published  in  the  interest  ol  the  Breth- 
211  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  Tliis  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 


.uliiress 
B  address 

3  month 

Samples  of  our  periodicals 


Brethren's  Family  Almanuc— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  year 35  cents 

8  copies,  perquarter,      40  cents 

20  copies  and  over 3^  cents  ouch 

Juvenile    Quarterly.— Prepared    especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.    This  is  one  of  the 
and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished.    The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
llustrated.    The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year 

6  copies,  per  quarter 15  centi 

10  copies  and  over. «K  cents  eacli 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all, 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


Eclipses  Them  All ! 

351  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


The  Monon  Route,  wit 

its 

customary  enterprise 

h» 

tea  the  run  between 

i:hi. 

cago  nud  Jacksonville  in  ( 
Thl9   Main    is  composed 

irty 

Icgant  Pullman  Pert 

etfld 

Salety  Vestibuled,  Open  a 

nd  C 

ompartment  Sleeper 

chiding  Drawing  Koom 

nd   Buffet  Sleepers,  as  w 

e.imlortnble  day- coaches. 

with 

Monon   Celebrated  High- 

backSents. 

This  train  leaves  Chicago  dally  at  8:32  P.  M.,  arriving 
at  Cincinnati  next  morning  at  7:30,  Chattanooga  5:  So 
P.  M.,   Atlanta,  lor  40  P.  M.,   reaching  Jacksonville  it 

S;  jo  the  second  morning  in  ample  time  to  make  connec- 
tion with  all  lines  (m  points  in  Central  and  Southern 
Florida. 


!by 


:  bo- 


wcen  Chicago  and  Florida, 

City  Ticket  Office.  333  Clark  Street.  Chicago;  Frank  J. 
teed.  Gen'l.  Pass.  Agt..  Chicago. 

For  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
ddress  L,  E,  Sessions,  N.  W,  Pass.  Agt.,  Minneapolis, 


Teeter's  Commentary. 


You  shoiud,  by  al 
Jew  Testament  Con 


means,  have  the 
ncntary,  because, 

1.  It  is  n  on  -sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  dot  lrin.il,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


lally  found  on  each 
n)  Version  of 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

30s  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


B1.1tt.-1 
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When  ordering  cards  be 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  tr 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Class  Book*,  per 

g  ravings, 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 
Address, 

Brethren'.''  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morrii,  111. 


(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

{4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (6)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  tlie  gre;it  good  tli.it  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons, (i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -         -         -        $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -  5  50 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
mt  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress: 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  S4.00; 
Half  Leather,  S4.50;  Half  Morocco, 
$5.00, 
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Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PUBE 


More  Good  Advice  to  Home  Seekers. 


The  following  extracts  are  samples  of  what  can  be  taken  from  numerous 
letters  received  from  Brethren,  who  have  either  visited  North  Dakota,  or 
live  there. 

Mr.  Henry  Landis,  of  Bringhurst,  Ind.,  visited  the  Red  River  Valley, 
Devil's  Lake  Region  and  Turtle  Mountain  country  in  North  Dakota  last 
fall,  and  after  returning  home  wrote  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to 
testify  in  favor  of  the  advantages  of  that  State.  He  says  there  is  no 
comparison  between  making  a  start  now  in  North  Dakota  and  Indiana, 
particularly  thirty-five  years  ago  when  he  started  up;  he  would  not  take 
Indiana  land  as  a  gift,  as  it  was  at  that  time,  when  compared  with  the 
lands  of  North  Dakota,  which  can  be  plowed  and  a  sod  crop  raised  the 
first  year.  His  advice  to  renters  and  small  farmers  is,  to  visit  North  Da- 
kota and  look  the  country  over;  to  see  is  to  be  convinced. 

Mr.  Daniel  Blocher,  of  Whcatfield,  Jasper  County,  Ind.,  who  visited  his 
son-in-law,  Eld.  A.  B.  Peters,  at  Cando,  N.  Dak.,  last  fall,  writes  that  he 
selected  a  government  homestead  while  there,  with  a  view  of  returning 
and  occupying  it  in  the  spring.  He  is  over  seventy  years  old  and  sets 
an  example  for  others  to  follow.  He  says:  "  I  must  truly  say  with  a 
truth,  that  I  never  saw  such  crops  in  all  my  days  as  I  saw  along  the 
line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  in  North  Dakota.  As  the  Queen  said 
in  I  Kings  10: 7,  the  half  has  not  been  told.  Now  let  those  who  want 
to  improve  their  conditions  go  and  see  the  country  for  themselves.  Go 
next  spring  when  business  opens  up,  and  industrious  men  and  women 
can  find  employment  and  pay  their  expenses  before  they  pick  out  a  home 
for  themselves. 

Mr.  Blocher  writes  at  some  length,  and  closes  by  asking:  "When  a 
man  can  get  160  acres  of  good  land  for  S16.00,  get  a  home  for  nothing, 
why  not  go  as  soon  as  possible?" 

Mr.  Eli  J.  Miller,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  writes,  after  a  visit  to  the  Amish 
colony  in  North  Dakota,  that  he  thinks  that  State  to  be  the  place  for  a 
poor  man  to  get  a  start. 

The  undersigned  has  just  issued  some  new  printed  matter  descriptive 
of  the  advantages  of  North  Dakota,  with  maps,  and  letters  from  brethren 
and  others  who  live  there,  which  he  will  be  glad  to  send  FREE  to  any 
address,  together  with  replies  to  letters  requesting  personal  information  of 
any  kind. 

ZL^Eax   Bass, 

220  South  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111. 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 


MERCED, 


Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

s  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Eas 
Payment.    A  critical  examination  ol  this 
erty  will  repay  the  intending 
homeseeker. 


No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 
Fine  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.  Churches  ol  man 
denominations  and  Public  Schools  convenient  to  a 
pointson  the  lines  ol  THKEE  RAILROADS.  Bcioi 
taking  so  important  a  step  as  selecting  a  home,  invest 
gaUtktt  opportunity.  You -wilt  not  regrtt  ,t.  We  shall 
taki:  out  3  "Special  Excursion  Party"  to  Merced  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  20,  1896,  to  be  under  the  special  care  and 
supervision  ot  our  agent.  Mr.  Willet  Williams.  Foi 
circulars,  illustrated  pamphlets  and  all  other  information 
address,  WILLET  WILLIAMS,  Agent, 

lX*>  J30  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Fwporl,  111 ,  U.  S.A. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 
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No  Cheap  Reprints. 
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OF    BRETHREN. 


nitiesof  the  Brethr 
r,— being  invited  b 
a  list  of  such  place: 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church*doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  "The  doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  §1.25;  to 
ministers,  §1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Brethern's 

Plain  Clothing  I 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
pplication.  Our  rules  for  self  - 
so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


Brethren's  Farm  for  Sale. 


A  fine  improved  farm  of  158JS   ; 
ship.  Howard  Co..  Ind.,  with  Germs 

Rood  neighborhood,  etc.  Farm  be 
Buck  who  wishes  to  retire  on  accoui 
sold  at  a  bargain  on  easy  payme 
Johnson,  or  Daniel  Bock,  Kokomo. 


Here  Again  for  1896 ! 


C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  too  pages  8xio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 
best  Quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  of  its 
class  published.  Price,  IS  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A.  48016 
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Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Just  One  Word  in  Your  Interest. 


:  offers  to  make  you  in  North 


Teachers'  Bibles. 


We  have  a   very  fine  and  large   stock  of 
Teachers'  Bibles  in  all  the  various  styles  and 
bindings,  from  81.50  upwards.     Send  for  our 
new  Catalogue,  which  will  be  ready  soon. 
Address:  Brethren's  Pub.  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111. 


The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Land  Department  has  th: 
Dakota : — 

1.  We  can  sell  you  the  best  of  farming  lands  in  North  Dakota  at  prices  ranging  from 
$2.50  to  $5.00  per  acre,  on  ten  years'  time  with  6  per  cent,  interest  to  actual  settlers.  Some  of 
these  lands  are  located  in  Wells  and  Foster  counties,  which  lie  fifty  miles  south  of  the  colony 
of  Brethren  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Cando.  Carrington,  the  principal  shipping  point  of  these 
two  counties,  affords  a  good  market  and  plenty  of  elevator  room  and  railroad  competition,  as 
there  are  two  competing  railroad  lines  traversing  these  counties. 

2.  If  you  desire  to  obtain  farm  lands  from  private  parties  on  the  Crop  Payment  Plan, 
avoiding  immediate  cash  payment,  we  will  cheerfully  give  you  information  as  to  where  such 
lands  can  be  obtained,  free  of  cost. 

3.  If  you  desire  free  Government 
Homestead  law,  free,  near  railroad  la 
and  maps  showing  location  of  same,  w 

By  buying  land  of  us  direct  you  save  all  sale  commissions.  If  you  will  write  us  we  will 
cheerfully  send  our  Mr.  A.  A.  Jack,  Traveling  Emigration  Agent,  to  your  home,  who  will  furnish 
you  detailed  information  and  answer  all  questions  pertaining  to  lands  in  North  Dakota,  without 
ill  employees  of  the  Land  Department  are  salaried  employees  and  by  doing 
h  us  you  will  save  all  outside  commissions.  For  maps  and  publications, 
free  of  charge,  and  for  any  information  relating  to  lands  of  the  Northern 
'rite  to  C.  W.  MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 

( 


lands,  they  can  be  obtained  in  these  counties  under  the 
ids.  Any  information  concerning  free  Homestead  lands, 
11  be  cheerfully  furnished  free  of  cost. 


business  direct  \ 
which  will  be  sei 
Pacific  Railroad 


WM,  H.  PHIPPS,  Land  Commissioner  N.  P.  R,  R. 
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-^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^ 


During  the  first  week  of  this  month  the  north- 
western part  of  Persia  was  visited  by  two  earth- 
quakes, causing  the  death  of  over  one  thousand 
persons  and  the  destruction  of  a  vast  amount  of 
property.  The  section  of  country  in  which  the 
most  damage  was  done  lies  about  seventy  miles 
south  of  Mount  Ararat, — the  mount  on  which  the 
ark  rested  after  the  flood, — and  is  said  to  be  a 
delightful  region  and  is  highly  cultivated.  The 
fine  fields  ot  grain  and  the  numerous  well-kept 
orchards  render  the  place  peculiarly  attractive. 
These  alarming  disturbances  of  the  earth's  surface 
constantly  remind  us  of  the  wonderful  power  re- 
served until  the  day  of  vengeance. 


It  may  be  interesting  to  some  of  our  readers  to 
know  more  of  Miss  Clara  Barton,  the  woman  who 
is  to  direct  the  distribution  of  supplies  among  the 
suffering  Armenians.  She  is  now  about  fifty-eight 
years  old,  taught  school  in  early  life  and  served 
in  the  Patent  Office  at  Washington  several  years. 
In  1861  she  entered  the  army  as  a  nurse,  and  put 
on  foot  a  movement  that  saved  the  lives  of  hun- 
dreds of  wounded  soldiers.  On  the  battle-field 
her  helpers  knew  no  enemies,  but  cared  for  all 
alike.  When  the  war  broke  out  between  Germany 
and  France  she  again  went  to  the  front  with  her 
hundreds  of  assistants.  In  the  war  between  Japan 
and  China,  her  nurses  were  found  on  every  im- 
portant battle-field.  Their  mission  was  to  care 
for  the  wounded,  regardless  of  position  in  nation- 
ality, friend  or  foe.  It  is  thought  that  the  Red 
Cross  Society,  of  which  she  is  President,  are  the 
only  persons  who  can  "go  into  Turkey  unmolested, 
and  she  goes  there  to  direct  the  work.  In  her 
labors,— to  relieve  the  suffering,— she  is  known 
in  all  civilized  lands  as  the  friend  of  everybody 
and  the  enemy  of  none.  The  people  have  great 
confidence  in  her  ability  to  properly  assist  the 
unfortunate  Armenians,  and  are  contributing  liber- 


ally to  the  fund  being  raised  for  that  purpose. 
Later.— Since  writing  the  above  the  wires  bring 
the  sad  news  that  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  has  de- 
creed that  no  foreign  society  or  individual  will  be 
allowed  to  distribute  in  Turkey,  any  sums  of  money 
collected  abroad.  This  is  startling  news,  and  will, 
for  the  time  being,  put  an  end  to  the  work  under- 
taken by  Miss  Barton.  The  whole  civilized  world 
is  shocked. 

Society   in   disguise    and    under    the   name    of 
"charity"   is   doing  a  work  that  is   certainly  dis- 
pleasing to  the  Lord.     Great  balls  are  held  in  th< 
most  fashionable  manner  possible.     Only   the   rid 
and  those  moving  in  the  "best  society"  are  invit 
ed.     Thousands  of  dollars  are  spent  for  decorating 
the  rooms,  and  many  more  for  decorating  the  peo- 
ple  who    attend.     How   much    liquor    and     cigars 
are  consumed  during  the  night,— for  the  balls  sel 
dom  break  up  until  long  after  twelve  o'clock, — the 
Lord    only   knows.     Everything   is    prepared    and 
paid  for  on  a  grand  scale,  and  the  profits  run 
into  thousands   of   dollars,   all  of  which   is  turned 
over  to  relieve  the  unfortunate.     This  is  doing  e\ 
that  good  may  abound.     And  while  one  dollar,  thi 
raised,  may  purchase  for  the  poor  as  much  food   ; 
any  other  dollar,  and  may  keep  Suul  and  body  t 
gether  just  as   long  as  another  dollar,  still   those 
who   raise  the  money   in   this  unholy   manner 
receive  no  blessing.     Charity  is  no  name  for  : 
unholy  work. 

f  Br.  "Htcks,-  of  Almanac  renown;  is  no  half-way 
believer  in  the  power  and  wisdom  of  God,  ss  dis 
played  in  the  movement  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Word  a?id  Works  he  says 
"  As  to  God's  stopping  the  sun  in  Gibeon  and  the 
moon  over  the  Valley  of  Ajalon — why  not?  It 
would  disarrange  the  laws  of  nature,  do  you  say? 
How  do  you  know?  Away  with  this  limiting  the 
holy  God,  either  in  his  power  to  stop  one  o 
of  the  suns  and  moons  in  the  universe,  according 
to  laws  that  man  can  never  conceive,  or  without 
law.  In  one  instant  God  can  touch  a  spring  un- 
known to  "  science  "  that  will  turn  creation  upside 
down  and  knock  all  our  little  human  theories  into 
pie.  Don't  believe  it,  eh?  Then  you  have  ni 
caught  the  meaning  of  the  word,  God,  and  don't 
realize  that  as  great  a  miracle  is  being  enacted 
in  the  perpetuation  of  the  moving  suns,  as  there 
would  be  in  stopping  them." 


Bro.  D.  L.  Forney,  who,  by_  the  way,  is  one  of 
our  college  graduates,  is  having  an  experience  in 
the  Arkansas  mission  field  that  reminds  one  of 
pioneer  days.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Missionary 
Visitor  he  says:  "  On  going  to  the  place  I  found  an 
old  log  schoolhouse,  or  church,  with  the  door  off 
and  almost  without  windows,  and  the  building 
itself  nearly  ready  to  fall  down.  The  stove  being 
small,  we  thought  it  insufficient  to  warm  both 
outdoors  and  in,  if  there  was  any  in,  so  we  had  our 
first  meeting  at  the  house  of  brother  and  sister 
Hardy.  The  neighbors  then  suggested  that  we 
use  a  dwelling  house  (log),  recently  vacated,  for 
our  further  meetings.  The  house  had  two  doors, 
but  was  minus  windows,  and  having  meeting  at 
night  only,  it  mattered  but  little  about  the  windows. 
Boards  were  taken  from  the  loft  and  put  down 
for  seats,  and  for  light  the  first  night  we  had  a 
lamp  without  a  chimney  (many  such  are  used 
here),  in  addition  to  the  light  received  from  the 
fireplace.  With  these  surroundings,  picture  in 
your  mind,  if  you  will,  me  standing  behind  a  flour 
barrel,  bottom  end  up  for  a  stand,  and  discoursing 


to  a  little  group  of  men,  women  and  children  as 
fervently  as  though  it  were  to  an  audience  of  a 
thousand  people,  and  you  will  have  a  fair  idea 
of  the  meeting  where  the  Lord  himself  seemed 
very  present." 

Some  weeks  ago  it  was  said  in  these  columns 
that  Mr.  Dowie  might  be  compelled  to  either  close 
his  institutions  in  Chicago,  or  pay  the  usual  hos- 
pital license.  But  late  developments  seem  to  be 
entirely  to  his  interest.  The  courts  have  decided 
wholly  in  his  favor,  he  having  won  in  nearly  one 
hundred  suits,  and  is  now  permitted  to  continue 
his  work  unmolested.  Judging  from  his  own  pa- 
per,—for  we  see  hut  little  said  of  him  in  the 
Inter  Ocean,  the  only  daily  we  read, — it  would 
seem  that  he  is  making  no  small  stir  in  Chicago 
and  now  has  in  contemplation  a  movement,  to  be 
known  as  The  Christian  Catholic  Church.  He 
holds  to  the  divine  origin  of  the  Scriptures,  the 
divinity  of  Christ  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  necessity 
of  faith,  repentance  and  obedience,  in  order  to 
salvation,  practices  trine  immersion,  and  observes 
what  he  calls  the  Lord's  Supper  about  as  do  the 
other  denominations.  The  leading  feature  of  his 
movement  is  divine  healing,  claiming  that  God 
does  yet  heal  the  diseases  of  those  who  wholly 
trust  him.  He  discards  medicine  of  every  kind 
and  denounces  doctors  of  every  order  and  grade. 


Our  harvest  season  is  in  the  middle  of  the  sum-  -4 
mer,  but  there  is  harvest  somewhere  on  the, olobe 
every  month  in  the  year.  At  this  time  tlir  ,,,  ,,,,i. 
are  harvesting  in  various  parts  of  South  America, 
New  Zealand  and  Australia.  Were  the  whole 
world  Christianized,  harvest  meetings  would  be  in 
order  every  month.  We  also  have  our  harvest 
seasons  in  the  church;  that  is  when  we  are  pre- 
sumed to  gather  members  into  the  fold.  This 
usually  happens  during  the  fall  and  winter.  But 
in  reality  seed  time  -and  harvest  for  the  church 
should  last  the  year  through.  The  good  seed,— the 
Word  of  God,— should  be  planted  in  the  hearts 
of  the  people  on  every  favorable  occasion,  and 
then  we  should  cultivate  the  soil  well,  and  at  all 
times  be  prepared  to  gather  in  the  sheaves.  We 
need  not  wait  for  revival  seasons,  but  strive  to 
induce  sinners  to  come  to  Christ  every  day  in  the 
year,  and  thus  have  a  revival  that  will  last  the 
year  round. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  OLIMPSES  FROM  FOREICJN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Twenty-seven. 

Seventh  Day,  Tuesday,  Oct.  IJ,  'qj. 
After  a  peaceful  night  and  an  enjoyable  enter- 
tainment in  our  tent  dining  hall,  we  came  forth 
refreshed  and  ready  to  fill  the  programme  for  the 
day.  The  first  is  to  be  a  boat  ride  on  the  sea. 
This  has  been  arranged  for,  the  boats  and  boatmen 
are  in  readiness,  and  we  all  enter,  ^.ur  object- 
ive point  being,  first,  the  ancient  site  of  Caperna- 
um. After  a  faithful  rowing  of  several  hours  over 
the  placid  face  of  this  lovely  sea,  we  land  at  the 
place,  now  grown  over  with  weeds,  and  that  which 
ains  of  the  ancient  city  buried  beneath  the 
debris.  And,  indeed,  is  this  the  Capernaum  so 
favored  by  the  Master, — and  yet  so  exalted  of 
herself  as  to  reject  him?  Listen  what  he  says 
(Matt.  II:  23):  "And  thou  Capernaum,  which  art 
exalted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be  brought  down  to 
hell."  Never  was  there  a  prophecy  more  literally 
fulfilled  than  this.    We  were  told  that  the  ruins  of 
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the  once  proud  city  that  yet  remained,  a  few  years 
ago,  were  buried,  lest  they  should  be  carried  away, 
thus  most  literally  fulfilling  the  woe  pronounced 
upon  it  by  the  Master.  It  is  now  a  miserable  vil- 
lage of  a  dozen  huts,  occupied  by  a  people  quite  as 
miserable-looking  as  the  huts  in  which  they  stay. 

From  here  we  took  boat  again  and  rowed  to 
Bethsaida.  As  a  woe  was  also  placed  upon  it,  the 
same  sad  fate  has  followed.  So  completely  has  it 
been  destroyed  and  buried,  that  for  centuries  its 
location  could  not  be  identified,  and  even  now  the 
place  is  held  in  question. 

In  our  youthful  study  of  the  Bible,  in  some 
and  we  don't  now  know  how,  we  got  most  gl 
pictures  of  these  cities  and  their  location  o 
shores  of  the  Galilee,  and,  somehow,  we  neve 
them  changed.  While  our  judgment  told  u 
fcrcntly,  the  early  impressions  made  rem 
and  when  the  real  came  to  our  view,  we  were  dis- 
appointed. O,  how  sin  does  deform  and  annihi- 
late that  which,  by  grace  and  righteousness  is  so 
lovely  and  charming!  Here,  it  is  thought,  Christ 
fed  the  5,000,  and  now  we  have  only  a  few  mis- 
erable-looking Beduins,  who,  seemingly,  are  in 
need  of  bread  for  their  bodies  as  well  as  for  their 
souls,  and, — we  may  add, — clothes  too. 

Alter  eating  nur  lunch  we  again  take  the  boat, 
glad  to  get  away  from  scenes  that  give  sadness 
of  heart,  as  well  as  disappointment.  On  our  way 
homeward  the  boatmen  were  rowing  leisurely,  while 
some  of  our  party  were  lying  down  in  the  boat  and 
had  fallen  asleep  All  at  once,  our  boatmen  ceased 
their  rowing,  and  commenced  spreading  the  sail. 
We  were  made  to  wonder  what  was  wrong,  as  we 
did  not  notice  anything  to  change  the  operations. 
But  their  experienced  eyes  had  taken  in  the  situa- 
tion. A  storm  was  coming,  and  they  were  pre- 
paring for  it.  And  they  were  not  mistaken,  for 
soon  the  storm  was  upon  us  and  we  had  a  good 
shading.  This  again  reminded  us  of  a  Christ 
scene  at  this  place  (Mark  4:  37 ):  "And  there 
arose  a  great  storm  of  wind,  and  the  waves  beat 
into  the  ship,  so  that  it  was 
did  we  think  of  so  sudden  i 
before,  it  was  quite  calm, 
easily  these  things  could  be  changed  I 

Do  you  ask  what  we  saw?  The  whole  of  the 
sea;  the  location  of  the  cities  that  once  surrounded 
it;  the  country  of  Gadara  on  the  other  side,  and, 
further  north,  the  "steep  hill"  down  which  the 
herd  of  swine  ran  and  were  drowned  in  the  sea. 
We  suppose  this  circumstance  put  the  Gadarenes 
out  of  the  notion  of  hog-raising,  and  their  neigh- 
bors and  successors  as  well,  because  we  are  seeing 
none  in  all  the  country  around.  If  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand  more  herds  of  them  would  do 
the  same  thing,  perhaps  the  world  would  be  quite 
as  well  off. 

Eighth  Day,  Wednesday,  Oct.  16,  'oj. 

After  an  early  breakfast  we  started  over  the 
hills  and  by  the  Mount  of  Beatitudes,  or  Horns  of 
Hattan,  the  place  where  Christ  fed  5,000,  and 
here  the  Jews  show  the  grave  of  Jethro.  At  a  dis- 
tance we  saw  Mt.  Tabor.  Also  saw  Gath-hepher, 
where  Jonah  was  born,  a  small  city  on  a  hill 
From  here  we  took  our  last  look  at  the  historic 
Galilee,  and  thanked  God  that  we  were  permitted 
to  see  the  place  where  his  dear  Son  did  so  many 
wonderful  works,  and  around  which  so  many  hal- 
lowed recollections  cluster. 

On  the  west  of  us  we  passed  Safed,  a  city  of  25,- 
000  inhabitants,  and  a  Jewish  stronghold,  they  hav- 
ing a  school  there  and  nineteen  synagogues. 
Among  the  Sephardin  Jews  there,  polygamy  is 
still  practiced  and,  according  to  their  traditions 
the  Messiah  is  to  come  from  this  place.  As  the 
city  is  built  on  a  very  high  hill  and  can  be  seen 
from  all  the  surrounding  country,  it  is  supposed 
that  Christ  referred  to  this  city  in  his  beatitudeal 
sermon   on  the   Mount,   as   from   this  place    it  is 
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plainly  in  view  (Matt.  5 
on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid." 

We  ate  our  lunch  in  an  olive  orchard,  near 
Cana  of  Galilee,  the  picture  city  of  our  boyhood 
days, — the  place  where  Christ,  as  a  young  man, 
with  his  mother,  attended  a  marriage  and  per- 
formed his  first  miracle.  Did  you  ever  picture  in 
your  minds  what  a  lovely  village  this  was,  with 
its  neat  cottages,  shady  streets  and  fountains  of 
sweet,  sparkling  water?  Perhaps  you  have  seen, 
in  your  old  Family  Bible,  a  picture  of  the  place, 
in  connection  with  beautifully-clad  women  and 
maidens.  You  may  also  have  seen  the  jars,  and 
the  filling  them  with  water.  And  as  you  thought 
of  the  place,  the  occasion  and  the  guests,  you 
said:  "  How  nice,  how  lovely!  "  -^ 

Well,  these  imageries  are  fine,  and  while  we  had 
a  great  desire  to  see,  with  our  own  eyes,  the  place 
where  this  very  interesting  Bible  narrative  took 
place,  we  were  made  sad  to  have  our  "mind  pic- 
ture" of  it  so  completely  demolished.  How  do 
you  think  we  found  it?  One  of  the  most  dirty, 
miserable  and  poverty-stricken  villages  that  we 
yet  found.  Everybody,  animals,  etc.,  seemed  to 
be  in  a  starving  condition.  Dead  horses  and  don- 
keys were  lying  around,  and  the  living  animals  were 
so  poor  and  ill  fed  that  death  would  be  a  happy 
excr-ange.  The  hovels  are  built  of  stone  and  mud, 
with  entrances  only  large  enough  to  crawl  in.  The 
inside  of  tl.em  looked  more  like  dog  kennels  or 
donkey  stables,  than  homes  for  human  beings. 
The  inhabitants  were  quite  in  harmony  with  their 
surroundings,  —  men  and  women  partly  clothed, 
and  many  of  the  children  naked.  We  were  taken 
into  a  Greek  church  where  we  were  shown  two 
large  stone  jars,  which,  they  say,  are  the  jars  that 
were  used  by  Christ  in  turning  the  water  into 
wine.  Such  shams  and  impositions  are  entirely 
out  of  harmony  with  our  way  of  thinking,  and  de- 
velop our  innermost  disgust.  While  we  have  no 
do1  bt  but  what  the  Cana  of  the  Christ  was  located 
on  this  hill,  and  that  it  was  then,  a  beautiful  place, 
it  made  us  sick  at  heart  to  have  it  plastered  over 
with  the  present  picture  of  misery  and  desolation. 
But  rob  a  place   of  thi 
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Christ-life,  and  what 
left.     In  the  words  of  our  Br 
all  united:  "Good-bye,   Can; 
you  any  more." 

After  passing  through  a 
a  very  steep  and  rocky  hill, 
the  boyhood  home  of  Christ 
thought  of  this  place,  and  th 
whose  life,  words  and  love  di 
self!  About  the  place  we  would  have  much  to  say, 
but  to  confine  all  within  the  idea  of  Glimpses, 
we  must  necessarily  be  brief. 

After  our  camp  was  set,  our  dragoman  conducted 
us  through  the  city  and  we  were  shown  the  two 
places  claimed  as-  the  annunciation  of  Christ,  one 
by  the  Greek  Church  and  the  other  by  the  Latin  or 
Roman  Catholics.  One  is  quite  as  probable  as  the 
other.  Both  places  are  now  covered  by  churches 
and,  after  descending  some  fifteen  steps,  you  are 
shown  a  small  chamber  and  an  alt 
dies  are  always  kept  burning, 
are  these  words:  "Hie  verbum  , 
("  Here  the  Word  was  made  flesh, 
is  marked  the  place  where  the  angel  stood,  etc. 
Then  we  were  taken  to  Joseph's  carpenter  shop,  to 
the  synagogue  where  Christ  preached,  and  were 
shown  a  large  rock  surface  on  which  Christ  ate 
with  his  disciples.  Here,  also,  is  a  fragment  of  a 
column,  depending  from  the  ceiling,  which  is  said 
to  be  miraculously  supported,  above  the  place 
where  the  Virgin  received  the  angel's  message. 
May  10,  1291,  tradition  says,  that  the  sacred  dwell- 
ing was  carried,  by  angels,  to  prevent  its  desecra- 
tion, to  different  places,  and,  finally,  to  Lerota, 
Italy,  where   it   still   attracts    numerous    pilgrims. 
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All  these  things  are  the  outgrowth  of  fertile  brains, 
but  believed  by  this  simple  people  as  firmly  as 
they  believe  in  the  Christ  himself. 

Nazareth  is,  comparatively  speaking,  rather  a 
pretty  town,  pleasantly  located  and  well  built  of 
stone.  As  it  lies  facing  the  West,  it  makes  a  pret- 
ty picture  in  the  evening,  before  sunset,  as  it  is 
thus  lighted,  the  fronts  of  the  white  houses  make 
quite  a  dazzling  appearance,  though  the  people 
are  poor  and  the  streets  narrow  and  dirty.  On 
our  return  to  camp  we  had  the  honor  of  a  call 
from  a  large  number  of  the  citizens,  men,  women, 
children,  sellers  of  purple  and  beggars.  Some 
could  speak  the  English  and  treated  us  very  court- 
eously. 

Ninth  Day,    Thursday,  Oct.  iy,  'qj. 

As  we  leave  Nazareth,  we  come  to  a  declivity  of 
rocks,  on  a  mount  near  by,  where,  it  is  said,  Christ 
was  taken,  and  cast  himself  down.  We  enter  the 
plains,  and  go  up  to  the  village  of  Nain,  where 
Christ  healed  the  widow's  son.  O,  that  the  Christ 
could  be  here  now  and  heal  this  miserable  people 
from  their  sins,  and  minister  to  their  physical  need, 
raise  them  morally  and  lead  them  away  from 
their  superstitions!  How  very  sad  is  the  condi- 
tion of  a  Christless  people!  Like  Cana,  it  is  a 
village  of  mud  and  stones,  as  filthy  and  poverty- 
stricken  as  it  is  possible  for  a  place  to  appear.  It 
is  located  on  the  western  side  of  Little  Hermon, 
and  in  close  proximity  to  a  limestone  valley  that 
would  need  only  a  little  good  culture  to  make  it 

Further  on  and  North  is  Endor,  a  town  of  Ma- 
nassah,  where  the  spirit  of  Samuel  was  raised  by 
the  witch  and  consulted  by  Saul  on  the  eve  of 
the  disastrous  battle  of  Gilboa  (1  Sam.  28:  7). 
From  here  we  again  enter  the  great  valley  and  see 
the  ruins  of  Fuleh  and  Af-Fuleh,  the  great  Water- 
loo of  the  plains,  as  here  were  fought  the  great  bat- 
tles of  Jehu  and  Azariah,  Saladin  and  the  Crusa- 
ders, and  Napoleon  and  the  Turks.  Drenched  in 
human  blood  it  was  left  to  desolation. 

Next  we  come  to  Shunem,  where  is  laid  the  pret- 
ty Bible  story  of  Elisha  and  the  Shunammite  wom- 
an (2  Kings  4:  8).  The  place  is  of  no  importance 
now,  but  the  scene  of  the  woman  and  the  prophet 
came  to  us  with  unusual  vividness,  as  we  stood  on 
the  supposed  ruins. 

From  here  we  go  to  Jezreel,  situated  on  a  spur 
of  the  Gilboa  Mountains.  Here  it  was  that  great 
battle  was  fought  between  Saul  and  the  Philistines, 
and  where  the  fatal  arrow,  though  unaimed,  found 
the  death  spot,  and  the  great  warrior  fell.  After- 
wards it  was  the  residence  of  King  Ahab  and 
Jezebel,  and  on  these,  then-vine-clad  hills  lay  the 
vineyard  of  Naboth.  What  wonderful  scenes  were 
played  on  this  Mount,  and  what  a  history  could 
be  written  were  the  facts  known!  This  is  the 
great  Valley  of  Esdraelon  which,  by  proper  culti- 
vation, might  be  made  fat  in  productions.  As  we 
looked  at  it  and  compared  it  with  some  of  the 
great  valleys  of  the  United  States,  we  were  made 
to  think  of  the  hundreds  of  happy  homes  that,  un- 
der a  benign  government,  might  be  dotted  over 
the  whole  plain.  Though  everywhere  is  seen 
sterility  and  poverty,  it  is  not  because  the  possi- 
bilities are  wanting  in  the  land,  but  the  trouble  is 
with  the  government  and  the  people. 

Onward  and  southward  we  go  till  Jerim  is 
reached,  when  we  again  enter  camp  for  the  day. 
This  is  a  small  town  of  some  3,000  inhabitants, 
well  located,  with  rather  pleasant  surroundings. 
Olives,  pomegranates,  palms  and  figs  grow  here  in 
abundance.  But  the  people  have  an  unsavory 
reputation.  A  good  guard  was  necessary,  as  in  all 
our  camping  places,  to  insure  us  against  being  dis- 
turbed during  the  night,  or  having  our  belongings 
stolen.  It  is  in  the  territory  of  Issachar,  and  is 
thought  to  be  the  "  Garden-spring," — En-gannim 
of  Joshua  19:21:21:  29,  and  is  on  the  main  road 
leading  from  Nazareth  to  Jerusalem.  h.  b.  b. 
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•ESSAYS; 


When  on  my  day  of  life  the  night  is  falling, 

And,  in  the  winds  from  unsunned  spaces  blown 
I  hear  far  voices  out  of  darkness  calling 

My  feet  to  paths  unknown. 
Thou  who  hast  made  my  home  of  life  so  pleasant, 

Leave  not  its  tenant  when  its  walls  decay. 
Oh,  Love  divine,  Oh,  Helper  ever  present 

Be  thou  my  strength  and  stay! 
Be  near  me  when  all  else  is  from  me  drifting, 

Earth,  sky,  home's  pictures,  days  of  shade  and  shine, 
And  kindly  faces  to  mine  own  uplifting 

The  love  which  answers  mine. 
I  have  but  thee,  Oh,  Father!    Let  thy  Spirit 

Be  with  me  then  to  comfort  and  uphold; 
No  gate  of  pearl,  no  branch  of  palm,  1  merit, 

Nor  street  of  shining  gold. 
Suffice  it  if, — my  good  and  ill  unreckoned, 

And  both  forgiven  through  thy  abounding  grace, — 
1  find  myself  by  hands  familiar  beckoned 

Unto  my  fitting  place: 
Some  humble  door  among  thy  many  mansions. 

Some  sheltering  shade  where  sin  and  striving  cease, 
And  flows  forever  through  heaven's  green  expansions 

The  river  of  thy  peace. 

There,  from  the  music  round  about  me  stealing 
I  fain  would  learn  the  new  and  holy  song, 

And  find,  at  last,  beneath  thy  trees  of  healing, 
The  life  for  which  f  long. 

—J.  G.  Whitticr,  in  March  A  Han  tic. 


THE  LORD  OUR  RIQHTEOUSNESS. 


BY  S.  N.  M  CANN. 


Number  Three. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  s 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."- 
Cor.  5:21. 

Whenever  Man's  Works  or  Man's  Obedience  Enter 
a  Factor  in  the  Work  of  Righteousness,  he  Cannot  have 
an  Absolute  but  Only  a  Relative  Degree  of  Holiness. 

If  Christ  cannot  give  us  complete  and  full  sancti- 
fication,  absolute  holiness,  by  standing  in  our  stead, 
how  can  we  hope  to  make  the  sacrifice  better  or 
richer  by  our  poor,  imperfect  service?  "  For  by 
one  offering  he  hath  perfected  forever  them  that 
are  sanctified."  Heb.  10:  14.  "  But  we  are  all  as 
an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righteousnesses  are  as 
filthy  rags."     Isaiah  64:  6. 

Take  an  old  rag  and  drag  it  through  the  sewer, 
and  you  have  a  picture, — a  fit  likeness, — of  all  our 
righteousnesses.  Why  should  any  one  want  to  sew 
the  old  dirty  rag  of  his  own  works,  of  his  own  obe- 
dience, into  the  pure,  white  garments  of  Christ's 
righteousness?  You  spoil  it,  my  brother.  Stop 
sewing  in  your  old  filthy  patch  and  clothe  yourself 
in  the  pure  righteousness  of  Jesus,  your  Savior.  A 
sinner  will  give  up  his  sins,  sooner  than  a  moral 
man  will  give  up  the  thought  of  merit  in  his  good 
works. 

There  are  too  many  professors  of  religion  who  are 
only  moral  men.  They  think  they  have  patched 
Christ  upon  their  old  filthy  rag  of  works.  This 
patched  arrangement  will  not  do;  we  must  throw 
away  our  old  garment  of  good  works,  and  accept 
righteousness  from  the  hand  of  God  as  a  gracious 
gift. 

It  is  hard,  it  is  humiliating,  to  think  we  are  noth- 
ing, to  realize  that  we  can  have  no  part  in  helping 
to  make  the  righteousness  that  saves,  that  sancti- 
fies, that  makes  holy  and  perfect  in  God's  sight. 

It  mortifies  our  pride  to  be  compelled  to  drop  ev- 
erything, even  our  own  good  works,  our  own  obedi- 
ence and  plead  the  merit  of  Christ  alone. 

Failing  to  surrender  everything,  we  can  hold  on- 
ly a  relative  degree  of  holiness,  and  must  and  will 
be  condemned  in  God's  sight. 

We  can  hear  the  man,  who  is  making  his  works  a 
factor  in  the  works  of  righteousness,  saying,  "  We 
can  do  nothing  good  of  ourselves,  but  by  God's  as- 
sistance we  can  do  something."  By  God's  help  we 
can  and  will  do  much,  but  nothing  in  the  way  of 
helping  to  merit  holiness;  this  is  a  free  gift,  J 
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Can  we  think  of  adding  to  Christ's  completed 
work?  God  forbid,  but  may  we  not  surrender  all 
and  receive  Christ,  our  righteousness? 

We  hear  the  man  who  is  depending  upon  his 
works  to  help  merit  eternal  life  saying,  "  The  com- 
mands of  Jesus  arc  not  our  works,  but  they  are 
God's  works  committed  to  our  hands.  God's  ordi- 
nances are  means  of  growth  and  not  factors  helping 
to  purchase  our  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of 
sin.  Our  deliverance  is  completely  and  wholly  and 
eternally  purchased  by  Christ,  if  we  will  only  ac- 
cept the  gracious  gift  spotless  from  his  hands. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  be  absolutely  free  from 
doubt  and  hold  on  to  our  works  or  our  obedience, 
as  a  factor  in  helping  to  purchase  our  sanctification, 
our  righteousness,  our  perfection,  our  holiness. 
Whenever  we  make  our  obedience  a  factor,  all  these 
divine  qualities  are  relative  and  not  absolute.  No 
man  can  come  into  God's  presence  justified  who 
holds  only  a  relative  degree  of  holiness.  We  musl 
become  absolutely  holy,  absolutely  freed  from  sin 
else  we  will  be  banished  from  God's  presence 
"  Now  to  him  that  worketh  is  the  reward  not  reck 
oned  of  grace,  but  of  debt."  Rom.  4:  3.  The  mat 
who  makes  his  work  a  factor  in  the  work  of  santifi 
cation  has  but  little  use  for  Jesus— God  owes  hirr 
something  and  he  claims  it  upon  the  merit  of  his 
own  works. 

"  But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  bel 
him  that  justifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted 
for  righteousness.  Even  as  David  also  describeth 
the  blessedness  of  the  man,  unto  whom  God  im 
puteth  righteousness  without  works,  saying,  Bless 
ed  are  they  whose  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whos 
sins  are  covered."     Rom.  4:  5-7. 

To  him  that  worketh  not, — this  cannot  be  sai' 
of  the  man  who  gets  his  works  in  as  a  factor  in  th 
work  of  man's  justification.  "  Unto  whom  God  im 
puteth  righteousness  without  works."  Remembei 
WITHOUT  WORKS.  Works  spoil  it  all,  and  w 
have  no  assurance,  no  life,  no  salvation,  but  "  the 
righteousness  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Jcsu: 
Christ  unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe. 
Rom.  3:  22  does  justify. 

"  Therefore  being  justified  by  faith,  we  hav< 
peace  with,  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 
Rom.  5:  1.  Justified  by  faith,  not  by  work's 
Whenever  we  put  our  works  in  as  a  means  of  justi 
fication,  we  cannot  have  peace  with  God.  Christ  i: 
our  righteousness.  In  him  we  have  reconciliation 
in  him  we  live,  move,  and  have  our  being  spiritual 

iy- 

We  work  because  we  are  justified,  because  we 
are  holy,  because  we  are  perfect  and  not  in  order  to 
become  perfect. 

Biidgewatcr,  Va 
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NOTES  AND  JOTTINOS. 


BY  I.  J.  ROSENUEKGER. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  preached  a  most  scathing 
sermon,  recently,  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  New 
York,  on  "  The  Failure  of  Protestantism."  Wc 
quote  from  his  sermon,  reported  as  follows:  "  In 
the  Methodist  church  which  is  the  most  aggressive 
church  of  our  times,  there  was  a  membership  in 
New  York,  last  year,  of  17,309,  divided  among 
eighty-six  churches.  The  members  subscribed  last 
year  $550,000,  and  there  was  84,100,000  invested 
money  besides.  All  this  capital  resulted  in  a  gain 
of  241  members  during  the  year.  In  the  Baptist 
church  the  average  gain  is  two  hundred  and  sixteen 
iibers,  with  a  membership  of  18,000,  an  income 
of  S500.000,  and  an  invested  capital  of  §4,000,000. 
same  state  of  affairs  prevails  in  the  Presbyteri- 
an church,  notwithstanding  its  immense  wealth  and 
power.  The  men  have  destroyed  the  churches  of 
New  York.  There  are  1,000  secret  orders  in  New 
York,  and  they  have  not  a  single  woman  member. 
There  are  three  hundred  churches,  the  membership 
of  which  is  three-fourlhs  women." 
The  foregoing  would  seem  almost  incredible,  but 
Dm  information  gathered  from  other  sources  I 
give  the  Doctor's  statement  full  credit,  and  a  most 
pitiful  story  it  is.     It  looks  very  much  as  if  some  of 


our  American  cities  are  approaching  the  low  level 
of  the  European  cities,  that  our  traveling  editorial 
brethren  have  been  telling  us  of  recently.  Upon 
the  growing  curse  of  secrecy  we  are  too  silent. 
What  vast  numbers  of  Brethren's  children  are  be- 
ing drawn  into  the  net  of  secrecy  by  which  they  are 
lost— lost  to  the  church!  The  Christian  Cynosure, 
published  at  221  West  Madison  St.,  Chicago,  is  an 
able  journal,  showing  the  evils  of  secrecy,  and  it 
deserves  more  patronage  from  our  brethren.  Send 
for  a  sample  copy. 

I  seldom  stop  to  read  the  sermons  published  in 
the  various  papers,  except  those  by  Sptugeon. 
From  one  of  his  sermons  delivered  just  before  his 
death,  I  clip  the  following.  Subject,  »  No  Room 
for  Jesus."  "  Then  there  are  the  schools  of  phil- 
osophy, surely  they  will  entertain  him.  The  wise 
men  will  find  in  him  inveterate  wisdom;  he  who  in 
his  youth  is  to  become  the  teacher  of  doctors,  who 
will  sit  down  and  ask  them  questions  and  receive 
their  answers;  surely  he  will  find  room  at  once 
among  the  Grecian  sages,  and  men  of  wit  and  re- 
nown will  honor  him.  No,  dear  friends,  but  it  is 
not  so:  there  is  but  very  little  room  for  Christ  in 
colleges  and  universities,  very  little  room  for  him  in 
the  seats  of  learning.  How  often  learning  helps 
men  to  raise  objections  to  Christ?  Too  often  learn- 
ing is  the  forge  where  the  nails  are  made  for  Christ's 
crucifixion,  too  often  human  wit  has  become  the  ar- 
tificer who  has  pointed  the  spear  and  made  the 
shall  with  which  his  heart  should  be  pierced.  We 
must  say  it  that  philosophy,  falsely  so  called  (for 
true  philosophy,  if  it  were  honored  aright,  must  ev- 
er be  Christ's  friend).  Philosophy,  falsely  so-called, 
hath  done  mischief  to  Christ,  but  seldom  hath  \t 
served  his  cause.  True,  a  few,  with  splendid  tal- 
ents, a  few  of  the  erudite  and  profound,  have  bowed 
like  children  at  the  feet  of  the  babe  of  Bethlehem, 
and  have  been  honored  in  bowing  there;  but  too 
many,  conscious  of  their  knowledge,  stiff  and  stern 
in  their  conceit  of  wisdom,  have  said,  "  Who  is 
Christ  that  we  should  acknowledge  him?  They 
have  found  no  room  for  him  in  their  schools." 

How  sad  and  yet  oh!  how  true.  This  recent 
higher  criticism  that  is  being  waged  against  the 
Bible,  it  is  sad  to  tell,  comes  from  universities,  sem- 
inaries, and  schools  of  theology.  The  Presbyterians 
have  been  deposing  some  of  their  most  talented 
men  for  teaching  that  certain  portions  of  the  Bible 
are  uninspired.  They  found  their  headquarters  in 
their  schools  of  learning. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  history  continues 
to  repeat  itself. 

1.  Ancient  Israel  wanted  to  have  a  king  to  be  like 
other  nations.  Portions  of  our  loving  Brotherhood 
want  certain  changes,  so  as  to  be  like  other  church- 
es. Some  of  them  have  reached  that  point,  to 
their  sorrow,  however,  like  ancient  Israel. 

2.  Our  Gospel  usages  and  rules  that  render  us 
"  a  peculiar people"  that  show  that  we  are"  separate," 
"  chosen  out  of  the  world!'  is  receiving  much  oppo- 
sition from  some  in  our  Brotherhood.  It  is  to  be 
feared,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  it  any  of  them 
should  have  come  from  any  of  our  schools.  The 
pitiful  story  named  by  Spurgeon  is  repeating  itself 
too  frequently.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  we  have 
brethren  and  sisters  who  have  passed  through  these 
schools  of  learning,  and  yet  their  knowledge 
gained  did  not  have  the  ruinous  effect  of  their 
being  "puffed  up,"  but  it  humbled  them  and  they 

.re  rising  up  as  pillars  in  defense  of  their  Master's 
uffering  cause. 
Covington,  Ohio. 


Jesus  was  a  busy  man.  For  over  three  years  he 
worked  almost  day  and  night.  He  probably 
preached  more  or  less  every  day,  and  some  days 
several  times,  and  yet  only  one  of  his  sermons,  that 
upon  the  Mount,  has  been  transmitted  to  us  with 
anything  like  completeness.  In  the  last  verse  of 
his  record,  John  tells  us  that  if  all  that  Jesus 
said  and  did   had  been  written,   the    world  itself 
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would  not  contain  the  books.  Yet,  enough  has 
been  handed  down  to  us  to  prove  that  Jesus  is 
Christ,  and  that  believing  we  might  have  life 
through  his  name.  We  need  no  more  to  make  life 
a  success,  though  we  know  that  much  was  said 
many  things  done  of  which  we  have  no  record.  Fol- 
lowing this  line  of  thought  we  clip  the  following 
from  the  Literary  Digest: 

The  existence  of  extra-canonical  sayings  of 
Christ  lias  been  acknowledged  all  along  by  students 
of  church  history.  The  difficulty  existed  and  still 
exists  in  their  identification.  The  oldest  writers 
of  the  church,  such  as  Justin  the  Martyr,  Origen, 
Clemens  of  Alexandria,  and  others,  have  in  their 
writings,  handed  down  as  sayings  of  the  Lord,  not 
a  few  statements  not  to  be  found  in  the  Gospels. 
The  sayings  are  called  the  Agraplw,  i.  e„  the  Un- 
written, in  contrast  to  the  Engrapha,  or  those  pre- 
served by  the  evangelists.  These  tigrapha  are 
found  everywhere  in  the  earliest  literature.  The 
great  Hebraist,  Dclitzscli,  in  his  interesting  sketch 
called  "  A  Day  in  Capernaum,"  claims  that  even 
in  the  Talmud  there  are  such  unrecorded  utteran- 
ces of  Jesus  Christ.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
many  of  the  recorded  parables,  such  as  the  tares 
among  the  wheat,  Dives,  and  others  found  in  the 
New  Testament,  can  be  paralleled  in  the  Jewish 
literature  of  the  times.  Every  petition  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer  has  its  counterpart  in  the  Mishna 
and  other  Jewish  writings.  Why  rould  not  these 
sayings  of  Christ,  not  recorded  by  Matthew,  Mark, 
Luke,  and  John,  but  which  circulated  as  living  tra- 
dition in  the  earliest  period  of  Christianity,  have 
been  appropriated  by  Jewish  writers? 

1.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  such  agrapha  is 
demonstrated  by  the  Scriptures  themselves.  In 
Acts  20:  35,  the  words,  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive,"  are  by  Paul  claimed  to  be  a  cita- 
tion from  a  discourse  of  the  Lord.  Yet  in  our 
written  Gospels  we  hear  nothing  of  such  a  senti- 
ment falling  from  his  lips.  Here,  then,  we  cer- 
tainly have  such  an  agraphon,  picked  up  by  Paul 
from  the  abundance  of  tradition  current  among  the 
primitive  Christians  concerning  the  doings  and 
sayings  of  Christ.  How  many  more  of  such  agra- 
pha  may  be  incorporated  in  the  other  books  of  the 
New  Testament,  without  being  expressly  ascribed 
to  Jesus,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  It  is  easi- 
ly possible  that  we  have  in  the  Pauline  and  other 
writings  quite  a  number  of  Christ's  sayings  which 
we  no  longer  recognize  as  such.  It  is  certain  that 
there  were  collections  of  such  sayings  in  the  early 
church  which  have  been  lost.  The  most  famous 
of  these  are  the  Logia  of  Papiias,  quoted  by  the 
historian  Eusebius,  and  regarded  by  him  as  the 
basis  of  the  original  Matthew. 

2.  Another  such  extra-canonical  saying  reads: 
"  Be  good,  money-changer.  Prove  all  things;  hold 
fast  that  which  is  good;  abstain  from  every  form 
of  evil."  This  is  the  best  attested  agraphon  in  Pa- 
tristic literature,  and  is  quoted  frequently  by  the 
fathers.  The  latter  part  is  at  once  recognized  as 
found  in  I  Thess.  5:  21,  22,  where,  however,  Paul 
does  not  state  that  this  is  a  citation  from  Christ. 
Origen,  the  great  church  father,  in  his  Commen- 
tary on  Matt.  17:  31,  expressly  states  that  these 
were  the  words  of  the  Lord.  It  is  claimed  that 
here  Paul,  as  he  is  thought  to  have  done  in  many 
other  places,  made  use  of  a  saying  of  Christ  with- 
out indicating  it  as  such. 

3.  "  He  who  is  near  unto  me  is  near  unto  a  fire: 
he  who  is  far  from  me  is  far  from  the  kingdom." 
This  saying  is  expressly  ascribed  to  Christ  by  Ori- 
gen in  his  sermon  on  Jer.  30:  3,  and  is  also  men- 
tioned as  such  by  Didymus  of  Alexandria.  Origen 
does  not  state  the  exact  source  of  this  agraphon, 
but  introduces  it  with  the  words:  "I  have  some- 
where read  this  Word  of  the  Lord."  The  senti- 
ment of  the  first  part  is  in  harmony  with  Luke  12: 
19  and  Matt.  10:  34. 

4.  "  For  the  sake  of  the  weak,  I  became  weak: 
for  the  sake  of  the  hungry,  I  have  hungered;  for 
the  sake  of  the  thirsty  I  have  suffered  thirst." 
This  is  claimed  by  Origen,  in  his  comment  on  Matt. 


8:  2,  to  be  a  saying  of  the  Lord.  The  sentiment  is 
akin  to  that  of  Paul  in  1  Cor.  9:  22. 

5.  "Let  not  the  sun  go  down  over  your  wrath." 
These  words  are  indeed  found  in  Eph.  4:  24,  but 
not  as  a  dictum  of  the  Lord.  In  Adamontitus' 
'  Dialogs  Concerning  the  True  Faith,'  they  are  as- 
cribed to  Christ,  and  his  claim  is  reiterated  by  oth- 
er early  Christian  writers.  This  agreement  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  Lord  as  expressed  in  Matt. 
5:  24,  25,  is  apparent  at  a  glance. 

These  are  but  a  few  specimens  of  the  agrapha 
that  can  be  traced  in  Patristic  writings.  A  full 
collection  of  them,  in  the  original  tongues,  with 
all  the  variant  readings,  has  been  made  recently 
by  Pastor  Albert  Resch,  a  German  scholar  of  note, 
and  published  in  the  series  of  "Texts  and  Investi- 
gations in  Early  Church  Literature,"  edited  by 
Harnack  and  Gebhardt. 

1896. 

LILIES  AND  POMEORANATES. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

"...  A  sword  shall  pierce  through  thine  own  soul  also." — 
Luke  2:  35- 

The  porch  of  Solomon's  temple  was  supported 
by  two  immense  brazen  pillars.  The  one  on  the 
right  was  called  Jachin,  which,  being  interpreted 
means  "God  shall  establish."  The  other  on  the 
left  was  Boaz,  which  means  fleeting,  passing  away. 

Why  «  ere  those  pillars  thus  named?  No  doubt 
to  teach  those  who  entered  the  temple  that  what 
God  sets  up  lasts  forever;  that  what  man  devises 
passeth  away.  Worshipers  entering  in  at  the 
hours  of  prayer,  while  passing  under  the  arched 
and  slately  porch,  would  unavoidably  contemplate 
those  two  great  pillars  of  brass.  No  doubt  they 
knew  their  names.  While  casting  their  eyes  upon 
the  right  pillar,  Jachin,  the  idea  of  God's  eternity 
helm  them;  while  beholding  the  pillar 
set  upon  the  left,— Boaz  —  the  idea  of  maris  evan- 
would  "  so  teach  them  to  number  their  days 
as  to  apply  their  hearts  unto  wisdom."  Grand 
thoughts,  eloquent  exhortations  were  those  two 
pillars  to  Jewish  worshipers!  Oh!  if  every  time  we 
nter  the  house  of  God,  his  eternity  and  our  tran- 
toriness  could  pervade  our  whole  being,  what 
lessing  we  should  derive  from  the  services  of 
the  sanctuary!  But,  alas,  we  go  there  with  our 
rldly  thoughts,  and  worldly  cares,  and  wicked 
propensities.  No  wonder  if  we  go  back  to  our 
homes  unblest!  "Ye  fight  and  war,  yet  ye  have 
not  because  ye  ask  not.  Ye  ask  and  receive  not, 
because  ye  ask  amiss!  " 

the  capitals  or  heads  of  those  two  pil- 
owned  with  wreaths  of  lilies  and  pome- 
granates engraved  in  the  metal.  The  pure,  the 
shining  white  lily,  is  emblematic  of  joy  or  pure 
pleasure.  The  pomegranate,  with  its  countless  lit- 
son  drops  and  innumerable  reddish  berries, 
ompressed  together  into  irregular 
angular  forms,  represented  sorrow  and  anguish; 
still  better- a  bleeding  heart!  Hence,  the  other 
lesson  which  Solomon  intended  to  teach  by  that 
entwining  of  the  stainless  lily  and  the  bleeding 
fruit  was  that,  in  the  service  of  God  as  in  the  life 
of  the  world,  there  are  ever  mingled  together  joy 
and  sorrow,  happiness  and  anguish,  the  white  lily 
of  pure  pleasures  and  blood-drops  wrung  from  a 
heart  in  pain! 

Joseph  the  carpenter,  and  his  young  wife  Mary, 
also  beheld  the  same  brazen  pillars  with  the  lilies 
and  pomegranates  entwined  in  their  uppermost 
part,  but  with  the  thought  that  He  who  "shall 
establish  "  was  now  slumbering  in  the  Virgin's  arm! 
And  when  old  Simeon  prophesied  that  the  "fruit 
of  the  womb"  would  be  "a  light  to  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel,"  his 
words  were  AV.W.-sweet  joys  for  Mar>'s  heart. 
But  when  he  added,  "  This  child  is  set  for  the  fall 
and  rising  again  of  many  in  Israel,  and  for  a  sign 
which  shall  be  spoken  against;  yea,  a  sword  shall 
pierce  through  thine  own  soul  also,"  these  words 
were   the  pomegra,iates,-Vzmin\  blood-drops    ooz- 


cked 


ing  from  the  pierced  heart  of  the  mother 

From  that  day  lilies  and  pomegranates  forever 
twined  about  the  heart  of  Mary.  The  lily, — when 
he  was  "  subject  unto  her  "  and  "increased  in  wis- 
dom, and  stature,  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man," 
the  lily, — when  she  fled  to  Egypt  and  saved  her 
son  from  the  sword  of  Herod's  cruel  emissaries. 
The  lily, — when,  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he  sat  in  the 
midst  of  the  doctors,  confounding  them  with  ques- 
tions. The  lily, — when,  at  Cana  of  Galilee,  he 
turned  water  into  wine  and  "  manifested  forth  his 
glory."  The  lily, — when  he  "  taught  as  one  having 
authority  and  not  as  the  Scribes."  The  lily, — 
when  he  wrought  miracles,  and  "his  fame  went 
throughout  all  Syria,  and  he  healed  all  manner  of 
sickness  and  all  manner  of  diseases  among  the  peo- 
ple." The  lily  when  he  rose  from  the  dead,  and 
ascended  to  his  Father  and  our  Father,  his  God 
and  our  God! 

But  it  was  the  pomegranate  when  this  holy  wom- 
an knew  her  Son  to  be  the  One  "  despised  and  re- 
jected of  men,  a  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted 
with  grief."  The  pomegranate, — when  he  was  de- 
nied and  betrayed  by  two  of  his  disciples.  The 
pomegranate,  —  when  he  was  apprehended,  ill- 
treated  by  rough,  Roman  soldiers,  and  arraigned 
before  Annas,  Caiaphas,  Pilate  and  Herod.  The 
pomegranate, — when  she  saw  his  hands  and  feet 
nailed  to  the  cross,  and  his  side  pierced  with  a 
spear.  The  pomegranate  when  the  multitude, 
passing  by,  reviled  him,  wagging  their  heads  and 
saying,  "  He  saved  others;  himself  he  cannot  save." 
The  pomegranate  when  he  was  brought  down  from 
the  cross  a  lifeless  corpse;  when  he  was  wrapped 
in  his  shroud  and  gently  laid  in  Joseph's  new  tomb! 
Truly,  a  sword  did  pierce  through  her  very  soul, — 
the  seat  of  physical  affections,  and  consequently 
of  maternal  love! 

We  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  another  year. 
Its  porch,  bearing  the  date  1896,  is  supported  by 
two  pillars.  On  the  right  is  Jachin,  testifying  of 
God's  eternity,  "Thou  art  God  from  everlasting 
and  world  without  end."     On  the  left  stands   Boaz,        A 

to  remind  us  of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of ',1 

human  life:  "  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of 
few  days  and  full  of  trouble."  .  .  . 

Before  entering  it,  let  us  look  up!  Lilies  and 
pomegranates  crown  each  pillar  that  we  may  learn 
the  deep,  serious  lesson  which  we  witness  around 
us  every  day;  that,  in  the  coming  year,  sweet  and 
bitter,  laughter  and  tears,  joy  and  grief,  happiness 
and  anguish  may  be  twined  about  our  lives  and 
strewing  our  steps.  And  while  its  doors  are  al- 
ready wide  opened,  inviting  us  in,  see  you  not 
old  Simeon,  Father  Time,  greeting  you  with — "a 
sword  shall  pierce  through  thine  own  soul  also?" 

Reader,  shall  his  portentous  words,  with  the 
deep  lessons  of  the  brazen  pillars  and  their  capitals 
of  wreathed  lilies  and  pomegranates,  alarm  you? 

They  did  not  alarm  the  Virgin  Mary!  If  sad 
was  to  be  her  motherhood,  she  was  determined  to 
make  the  best  of  it,  not  in  hardening  and  brazing 
her  heart,  but  in  putting  her  whole  trust  in  him, 
whom,  previous  to  his  birth,  she  called  "God  my 
Savior!  "  How  brave  she  was  as,  standing  beneath 
the  cross,  she  witnessed,  with  incomparable  forti- 
tude, the  intense  sufferings  of  her  beloved  child! 

Now,  reader,  has  grace  been  given  you  to  bear, 
as  bravely  as  Christ's  mother,  whatever  God  shall 
see  fit  to  send  you  during  the  coming  year,  wheth- 
er loss,  sickness,  sorrow  or  hopes  frustrated?  And 
should  he  now  thrust  a  sword  within  your  very 
soul,  could  you  go  on  through  life  without  faint- 
ing or  succumbing,— the  painful  blood-drops  ooz- 
ing through  your  pierced  heart?  .  .  . 

Could  you  endure  less  than  that?  A  thorn  in 
the  flesh,  a  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  you?  If 
Paul  and  Mary  could,  why  not  you  and  I?  Is  the 
grace  of  Christ  limited?  Is  it  the  exclusive  pre- 
rogative of  his  kindred  and  contemporaries?  No, 
but  the  gift  of  all  ages,  of  all  those  who  seek  it, 
ask  it,  pray  for  it. 

Therefore,  before  setting  your  foot  upon  the 
threshold  of  another  year,  like  Mary  hold  the  Sav- 
ior in  your  firms  I    To  enter  the  temple  of  the  dark, 
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mysterious  future,  pressing  the  Infant  Christ  aga. 
your  heart ',— that  is  grace!  To  possess  Jesus  before 
the  soul  is  pierced  through  and  through  with  a 
sword  is  the  secret  of  all  patience,  serenity,  com- 
posedness!  Take  him  therefore,  O  child  of  God, 
upon  thy  bosom,  and  go  forward  fearlessly  with 
the  Infant  Christ  into  the  dark  mysterious  future. 
His  presence  is  sufficient  for  thee! 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


ASSISTING  MINISTERS. 

BY  DAVID  E.  CRIPE. 


We  mean  by  assisting  a  minister,  to  render  such 
material  help  as  will  recompense  him  wholly  or 
in  part  for  the  time  he  is  required  to  spend  in  the 
service  of  the  church.  If  he  has  a  family  for  which 
to  provide  it  is  neither  just  nor  right  that  he  must 
devote  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  the  labor  of 
the  church,  and  thereby  neglect  the  wants  of  his 
household,  simply  because  he  is  a  minister.  On 
the  other  hand  it  is  not  reasonable  that  the  care  of 
providing  for  those  dearest  to  him  should  be  en- 
tirely removed  from  his  shoulders,  and  assumed  by 
others,  just  because  he  has  an  official  position. 

For  the  missionary  or  evangelist  who  puts  all 
his  time  to  the  work,  it  is  well  that  all  his  needs 
be  supplied,  but  for  the  common  minister,  whose 
week  days  are  largely  his  own,  it  is  enough  if  he 
receives  proper  assistance,  such  as  the  ca*e  may 
demand. 

Paul  received  much  assistance  while  he  was 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  yet  he  still 
labored  with  his  own  hands  at  his  trade  of  tent- 
making,  so  that  he  would  not  be  burdensome  to 
the  churches.  In  many  of  his  epistles  he  urges  the 
churches  to  assist  their  ministers.  From  the  law 
of  Moses,  which  commands  that  the  mouth  of  the 
ox  should  not  be  muzzled  while  treading  out  the 
corn,  he  reasons  that  they  who  preach  the  Gospel, 
should  live  of  the  Gospel.  We  understand  that 
the  ox  was  free  to  eat  while  treading  out  the  corn, 
but  when  not  so  engaged,  he  did  not  have  free  ac- 
cess to  his  master's  threshing  floor,  and  that  he 
who  preached  the  Gospel  once  a  week  could  hard- 
ly expect  to  live  of  the  Gospel  all  the  time.  Paul 
commands  that  we  should  bear  one  another's  bur- 
dens and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.  From  this 
and  many  other  Scriptures  we  are  irresistibly 
brought  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
church  to  assist  her  ministers.  But  how  shall  this 
be  done? 

To  understand  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  as- 
sistance ministers  ought  to  receive,  it  is  necessary 
to  know  the  real  position  they  occupy  in  Christ's 
kingdom.  In  the  civil  and  military  organizations 
of  the  world,  the  officers  are  rulers  and  masters 
over  the  common  masses.  In  Christ's  kingdom  it 
is  not  so.  He  himself  says,  "  He  that  is  greatest 
among  you  shall  be  your  servant."  Matt.  23:  11. 
A  servant  is  not  one  who  commands,  but  one  who 
serves.  He  who  serves  is  generally  beneath  him 
who  is  served.  He  may  be  his  equal,  but  he  is 
never  above  him.  Our  ministers  have  all  been 
chosen  from  among  the  laity.  Being  set  apart  for 
the  ministry  makes  some  change  in  a  man.  It 
will  not  change  his  nature,  opinions.  likes  or  prej- 
udices, though  it  will  modify  them  a  little.  The 
responsibility  it  places  upon  him,  and  the  near- 
ness it  brings  him  to  his  Maker,  will  make  him  a 
little  more  serious,  careful  and  thoughtful  than  he 
was  before.  If  he  was  industrious,  he  may  become 
a  little  more  so.  If  he  was  indolent  and  shiftless, 
that  will  not  leave  him.  It  will  not  give  him  any 
more  talent,  but  affords  him  better  opportunities 
to  improve  that  which  he  has.  It  is  expected  that 
his  spiritual  life  become  a  little  stronger  and 
brighter  than  it  was  before,  and  that,  in  all  things, 
he  become  an  example  to  the  flock.  This,  how- 
ever, still  leaves  him  on  the  same  plane  socially, 
morally  and  intellectually  as  are  the  laity.  We  all 
stand  on  a  common  level.  When  John  fell  down  to 
worship  that  high  angel,  who  was  delegated  to 
show  him  the  mysteries  of  heaven  and  the  things 
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that  were  to  come  to  pass,  the  angel 
thou  do  it  not;  I  am  thy  fellow-servant,  and  of  th 
brethren  that  have  the  testimony  of  Jesus."  Rev. 
that  angel  was  not  only  the 
e,  but  of  the  apostle's 
ve  the  testimony  of  Jesus,  which 
1  to  the  plane  of  the  lowliest  be- 
how  much  more  do  our  ministers 
on  level  with  the  laity?  God  has 
ministers  should  be  of  the  corn- 
that  they  can  reach  the  common 


If,   th 
fellow-servant  of  th 
brethren,  who  have 
brings  him  dow 
liever  among  us, 
stand  on  a  comn 
ordained  that  hi: 
mon  people,  so 
people. 

Since  it  is  necessary  that  the  minister  stands  on 
the  common  level  with  the  people,  we  believe  that, 
when  a  man  is  called  to  the  ministry,  he  should  be 
left  in  the  same  position  in  which  he  is  found.  If 
n  good  circumstances,  he  will  be  able  to 
re  of  himself,  and  ought  to  be  thankful  that 
>w  has  the  opportunity  of  applying  some  of 
me  and  means  to  his  Master's  service.  K  he 
Dr,  it  is  not  necessary  to  take  him  out  of  the 
in  which  he  has  long  been  at  home,  and  put 
nto  a  large  house.  He  should  he  left  in  the 
e  to  which  he  is  accustomed,  for  there  will 
to    labor   most   effectually.     Take   him 


take  1 


sphe 

he  be  able 

from  his  home  and  put  him  in   new  environments 

and  he  would  be  as  unable  to  cope  with  the  enemy, 

as   was   the   young   David   in    King   Saul's   armor, 

while,   with  his  homely  sling,  he   might  do  good 

work. 

But  the  church  who  calls  a  poor  man 'to  the  min- 
istry should  be  very  careful  to  see  that  the  extra 
labors  that  are  placed  upon  him  do  not  make 
him  poorer  than  he  was.  If  he  has  not  the  books 
and  papers  that  he  needs,  let  the  church  furnish 
them.  If  he  has  no  conveyance  to  the  place  of 
meeting  where  he  is  expected  to  be,  the  church 
should  supply  him.  If  he  is  called  from  home 
through  the  week  to  solemnize  marriage,  to  bap- 
tize, to  anoint  the  sick  or  to  preach  a  funeral,  he 
ought  to  be  remunerated, — not  for  his  work  and 
his  preaching,  for  God  himself  will  reward  him  for 
that, — but  for  the  time  he  loses  from  his  own 
labor  at  home.  If  those  who  call  him  are  in  such 
circumstances  that  they  can  pay  him  for  his  time, 
they  ought  to  do  so,  but  if  they  cannot  or  do  not, 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  church  to  see 
to  it  that  he  loses  nothing  by  going.  If  he  is  a 
farmer  he  will  lose  more  by  being  called  from  hi 
work  during  the  busy  season  than  merely  day: 
wages,  and  at  such  time  it  were  better  to  furnis 
him  a  good  hand  in  his  stead. 

To  get  this  assistance  in  a  systematic  shape,  s 
it  would  not  be  neglected,  the  church  could  a[ 
point  a  faithful  brother  of  good  judgment,  wh 
lives  near  the  minister,  to  watch  over  his  affaii 
while  he  is  gone,  and  to  give  him  such  assistanc 
as  would  put  him  in  the  same  condition  he  woul 
be  in  if  he  had  not  been  called  av/ay,  and  dra' 
upon  the  church  treasury  to  meet  all  su<*h  e> 
penses. 

Burdick,  Ky. 


^THE  +  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL^ 


THE  EARLY  MINISTRY  OF  JESUS.  -Luke  4:  14- 


(Le. 


,  for  7<m.  26,  . 


Time.— Summer  of  A.  D.  28,  more  than  a  year 
after  the  baptism  of  Jesus. 

Place.— Galilee,  the  northern  of  the  three  divi- 
sions into  which  Palestine  was  divided  in  the  time 
of  Christ,  Samaria  being  the  central  and  Judea  the 
southern  division. 

Persons.— Jesus,  the  minister  of  the  synagogue, 
and  the  people  of  Nazareth. 

Introductory. — After  the  baptism  of  Jesus,  with 
which  event  our  last  lesson  closed,  he  was  led  of 
the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  where  he  was  sub- 
jected to  fort)  days  of  temptation.  Upon  his  re- 
1  from  the  wilderness  to  the  neighborhood  of 
baptism  he  was  met  by  the  Baptist  and  his 
disciples,  when  John  and  Andrew,  and  soon  after 
Simon,  Philip  and  Nathanael,  became  disciples  of 


the  Lord.  They  then  traveled  northward  into  Gal- 
ilee, attended  the  marriage  feast  at  Cana,  visited 
Capernaum,  and  then  returned  to  Jerusalem  to  at- 
tend the  Passover,  when  Jesus  cleansed  the  temple 
and  conversed  with  Nicodemus  by  night.  Again 
after  the  (east  he  turned  his  footsteps  toward  Gal- 
ilee, and  on  his  way  through  Samaria  he  met  the 
woman  at  Jacob's  well,  as  we  learn  from  John  4.  It 
was  during  this  second  visit  to  Galilee  that  the 
events  of  this  lesson  occurred. 

1.   JESUS   AS   AN    EXAMPLE. 

1.  Me  kept  whnt  he  got.  "Jesus  returned  in  the 
power  of  the  Spirit  into  Galilee."  As  he  came  up 
from  Jordan  after  his  baptism  Jesus  was  honored 
and  blessed  with  a  special  bestowment  of  the  Spirit 
and  the  special  recognition  of  his  Father.  Jesus 
kept  all  he  got  of  this  blessing,  and  as  he  went 
forth  in  his  ministry  of  love  and  salvation  it  was 
plainly  evident  to  those  about  him  that  he  went 
"  in  the  power  of  the  Spirit."  Let  us  here  learn  the 
bsson  that  only  by  keeping  what  we  get  in  our 
Christian  experience  and  constantly  ac<  umulating 
spiritual  strength,  may  we  finally  attain  to  the 
stature  of  true  manhood  in  Christ.  If  we  are  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  a  great  spiritual  blessing  to-day  we 
ought  to  get  strength  from  it  that  will  be  available 
next  year. 

2.  He  improved  his  opportunities.  "  He  taught  in 
their  synagogues."  Here  the  people  met  for  .wor- 
ship, and  the  Lord  made  it  a  matter  of  concern  and 
effort  to  be  ready  at  the  proper  time  and  pla^e 
where  the  people  could  be  most  advantageously 
reached.  Much  more  success  would  attend  the 
efforts  of  Christian  workers  if  they  would  make 
more  diligent  effort  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the 

rompt    to   see   an   opportunity   and 
ove  it  should  be  every  child  of  the 


right  time 
prompt  to  i 
King. 


JESUS 


I.  He  was  a  preacher  to  the  poor.  "He  hath 
anointrd  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  pool'" 
From  that  time  to  this  it  has  been  the  unchanged 
purpose  of  Christ  tu  have  the  Gospel  preached  to 
the  poor.  Are  we  doing  what  we  can  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  purpose?  The  preacher 
should  do  all  that,  in  justice  to  his  family,  it  is 
possible  to  do  in  carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  poor. 
And  what  Christian  dare  do  less?  It  is  as  much 
the  duty  of  the  laity  to  give  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
preachers  to  preach.  Perhaps  some  preachers  are 
remaining  at  home  in  comparative  ease  and  indif- 
ference, while  they  ought  to  be  out  preaching  the 
Gospel  to  the  poor;  but  if  so,  no  doubt  as  great  a 
proportion  of  the  laity  might  be  found  who  are  not 
giv  ng  half  what  they  might  and  ought  to  aid  this 
great  wt'rk.  Let  us  all  redouble  our  efforts  in 
praying  and  preaching  and  giving,  that  those  may 
hear  who  cannot  help. 

2.  He  was  a  teacher.  A  part  of  Christ's  work  was 
the  "recovering  of  sight  to  the  blind."  The  blind- 
ness here  spoken  of  is  a  figurative  representation  of 
a  lack  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ.  As  "the  light 
of  the  world"  Christ  dispelled  the  darkness  of  ig- 
norance and  made  the  blind  to  see.  An  important 
part  of  the  work  of  the  Lord's  ministers  to-day  is 
to  impart  the  knowledge  of  Christ, — to  teach  the 
ignorant.  Every  minister  and  Sunday  school 
teacher  should  strive  to  be  qualified  to  impart  in- 
struction. It  is  easy  to  stand  up  and  talk,  but  to  be 
able  to  teach  should  be  the  aim  and  effort  of  every 
representative  of  Christ,— and  that  means  every 
Christian. 

3.  He  was  an  affectionate  preacher.  "All  bare  him 
witness,  and  wondered  at  the  gracious  words  which 
proceeded  out  of  his  mouth."  His  words  were  full 
of  grace  because  there  was  grace  in  his  heart.  A 
very  essential  element  in  the  preacher  or  teacher  is 
grace,  good  will,  heart-felt  affection  for  his  fellow- 
men.  Let  your  congregations  and  your  classes 
feel  that  you  have  a  deep  and  fervent  love  for 
them,  and  you  will  have  gone  far  toward  securing 
their  love  and  respect  for  you.  And  to  accomplish 
this,  let  all  your  words  be  seasoned  with  grace. 

James  M.  Neff. 
Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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BY  CORA  A.  DIAL. 

Solomon  says:  "To  every  thing  there  is  a  season, 
and  a  time  to  every  purpose  under  the  heaven." 
Eccl.  3:  1.  So  it  comes  among  the  rest  that  there 
"is  »  time  to  dance,"  Eccl.  3:  4.  Such  being  the 
case,  we  have  only  to  find  out  the  when  and  the 
how;    for,    of  c 
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are  not  at  liberty  to  lay  it  off  for  any  dancin 
whatever.     "Ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  ; 
priesthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  peopl 
ye  should  shew  forth  the  praise  of  him   wh 
called    you    out   of   darkness   into   his   mar 
light."     1  Pet.  2:  9. 
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20.     No  mixed  dances  were  then   obser 

dancing  for  joy  at  the  great  deliverance,  the  w^men 

answered  the  men,— chorus  like,— "Sing  ye  to  the 

Lord,  for  he  hath  triumphed  gloriously."     Ex.  15:  21 
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women  came  out  of  all  citit 
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meek    and   quiet  spirit, 
their  charm. 

One  never  likes  to  go  where  one's  dress  is  out  of 
keeping.  There  was  music  and  dancing,  as  well  as 
feasting,  when  the  prodigal  son  came  home,— re- 
turned from  his  sins,  washed  from  his  defilement, 
clothed  at  last  in  "the  best  robe"  a  sinner  can 
wear.  Luke  15:  10.  "Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my 
mourning  into  dancing."  Ps.  30:11.  Would  such 
dancing  be  possible  now?  I  do  not  know.  It  is 
not  quite  the  only  sort  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
One  of  them,  indeed,  comes  more  properly  under 
another  head,  and  the  rest  are  all  idolatrous,  in  the 
service  and  honor  of  that  biggest  idol,— the  world. 
"The  people  sat  down  to  eat  and  drink,  and  rose 
up  to  play."     Ex.  32:  6. 

You  will  find  this  is  always  just 
after  unhallowed  recreation.  "  One  year  ago,"  said 
a  girl  to  me,  "you  told  me  that  if  I  went  on  doing 
these  things,  I  should  myself  change,  that  I  could 
not  do  them  and  keep  myself.  I  was  almost  angry 
then,  but  do  you  know  it  has  come  true?  I  have 
changed.  Things  that  I 
then,  I  never  notice  now. 
as  3'ou  said."  Do  not  the  carel 
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with  righteousness  and  "faith"?  Are  your  sh 
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you?  Are  they  not  quietly  pocketed,  or  left 
home?  The  world  allows  no  middle  ground 
Christians.     "  I  saw  her  dancing,"  and  not  any 
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GETTING  AN  EDUCATION. 


A  young  man  writes  me  a  letter  asking  advice 
about  getting  an  education,  and  the  question  is 
such  an  important  one,  and  so  general  in  its  appli- 
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from  the  facts.  One  might  live  a  million  of  years 
and  not  once  meet  with  the  exact  problems  in  the 
book.  The  most  of  the  work  is  disciplinary  in  its 
character,  and  herein  is  where  the  self  taught  will 
meet  with  shipwreck  for  he  is  continually  coming 
to  divergent  paths  with  none  to  tell  him  which  to 
take.  Here  the  school  and  the  qualified  teacher 
come  in,  and  I  doubt  whether  their  place  can  be 
supplanted  by  any  effort  of  self  instruction. 

Why  not  go  to  school  at  once  and  be  done  with 
it?  Haven't  the  money?  Then  earn  it,  save  it, 
and  apply  it  to  your  education  as  hundreds  of 
thousands  have  done  before  you.  If  you  can't  do 
this,  in  part  at  least,  then  you  might  as  well  turn 
your  attention  to  something  else,  as  the  chances 
are  against  your  amounting  to  anything  in  the  end 
if  you  have  to  be  carried  through  like  a  child  in 
arms. 

And  now  I  will  give  you  a  piece  of  advice  worth 
its  weight  in  gold.  It  is  this:  Catch  step  with  the 
procession.  I  mean  by  this  that  instead  of  striking 
out  of  the  beaten  path  on  a  go  as  you  please  hunt, 
fall  into  line  with  the  accumulated  wisdom  of  the 
world  and  keep  there.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  you  know  a  better  way,  and  it  is  very  likely 
that  you  will  waste  your  time  in  trying  to  improve 
on  the  things  that  the  whole  world  is  agreed  upon, 
and  if  there  is  any  one  thing  that  has  been  talked 
over,  up  hill  and  down,  it  is  education. 

Nothing  can  take  the  place  of  making  a  soldier 
by  the  drill  master's  "  Right,  left,  right,  left,  right, 
left,"  and  just  so  nothing  can  quite  equal  the  daily 
mental  drill  of  the  trained  teacher  in  making  exact 
scholars  and  consequently  quick  and  clear-headed 
men  and  women.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  a 
vast  amount  of  useful  information  can  be  acquired 
by  a  course  of  reading,  and  if  this  is  properly  se- 
lected the  results  will  be  very  gratifying  to  the  pos- 
sessor, but  get  all  that  he  can  in  this  way  it  is  not 
education.  There  is  something  in  the  drill  of  the 
school  that  can  have  no  substitute,  and  the  whole 
educational  world  is  fully  agreed  upon  that  point. 

As  to  what  school  to  attend  my  advice  would  be 
to  go  to  one  of  our  own  schools,  and  to  allow  no 
foolishness  of  others  to  keep  you  from  it.  As  far 
as  I  know  our  schools  do  just  as  good  work  as  any 
others,  and  if  this  is  granted  there  are  many  rea- 
sons why  the  boy  or  girl  of  Dunkard  ancestry 
should  keep  among  our  own  people. 

Lewisburgh,  Pa. 
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danced  for  glad  thankfulness  of  heart 
stirred  up  by  another's  dancing  or  another's  dress. 
No  late  hours,  leaving  mind  and  body  jaded  for  the 
next  day's  work.  I  think  "dancing  before  the 
Lord "  must  have  been  a  very  pure  refreshment. 
And,  by  the  way,  speaking  of  dress,  I  feel,  some- 
how, that  if  people  would  but  choose  their  orna- 
ments   out    of    the    treasure-chest  of  jewels, — "  a 
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wer  to  the  question  let  u 
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The  situation  is  somewhat 
manner  of  a  man  finding  himself  with  a 
ble  demand  for  shoes  from  those  about  h 
the  same  time  he  is  remote  from  a  regular  shoe- 
maker. He  gets  a  kit  of  tools  and  sets  out  for 
himself.  Will  he  ever  become  a  shoemaker  like 
the  boy  who  begins  at  the  bottom  as  an  apprentice? 
He  may,  for  there  are  people  who  are  marvellously 
apt  at  such  things,  but  the  chances  are  that  he  will 
only  be  a  very  ordinary  cobbler  at  best. 

Now  when  he  takes  up  a  Latin  grammar  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  its  mastery  increase  enormous- 
ly, compared  with  the  shoemaking  business.  Can  it 
be  done  at  all?  The  answer  is  that  it  can,  but  the 
chances  are  so  remote  that  they  ate  fearfully 
against  the  accomplishment  of  the  task.  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  go  into  the  reasons  therefor,  but 
there  are  good  ones,  and  almost  insurmountable  in 
their  character. 

Most  people  imagine  that  there  is  something  in 
the  studies  of  a  school  that  are  of  themselves  of 
direct  and  immediate  practicability  in  the  affairs  of 
life.     On  the  other  hand,  nothing  can  be  farther 


IMPORTANCE  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

BY  LANEY  B.  PROWANT. 

The  Sunday  school  is  one  of  the  important 
works  of  the  Christian  religion. 

A  Sunday  school  is  an  agency  of  the  church,  by 
which  the  Word  of  God  is  taught  to  children  and 
older  persons. 

The  origin  of  the  Sunday  school,  or  Bible  school, 
like  the  origin  of  the  synagogue  is  not  fixed  with 
accuracy  in  Jewish  history. 

He  who  teacheth  a  child  is  like  one  who  writeth 
with  ink  on  clean  paper.  God  himself  is, represent- 
ed as  teaching  little  children. 

In  Isa,  28:  9,  what  is  God  doing  in  the  fourth 
part  of  the  day?  The  answer  is,  "He  sits  and 
teaches  little  children."  As  a  rule,  every  new  at- 
tempt to  pre-empt  a  field  for  a  church  organization 
in  a  city  or  village,  begins  with  the  gathering  of  a 
Sunday  school. 

A  good  Sunday  school  costs  something;  and  it 
ought  to  be  worth  all  that  it  costs. 

The  Sunday  school  ought,  according  to  the  com- 
mission, include  all  in  the  congregation,  both  old 
and  young,  as  teachers  or  as  learners,  with  the  pas- 
tor as  Assistant  Superintendent  and  the  Holy  Spir- 
it as  the  glorious  Monitor  and  Inspiration. 

Every  Sunday  school  must  have  some  standard 
of  fitness  for  its  teachers,— if,  indeed,  it  be  no 
higher  standard  than  that  of  a  good  moral  char- 
acter, and  of  an  intelligent  belief  in  the  divine 
authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  standard 
being  recognized  the  teachers  should  be  selected 
accordingly. 

Duponi,  Ohio. 
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A  BID  FOR  SOULS. 

Who  bids,  who  bids,  for  the  souls  of  men? 

To-day  is  the  harvest  white. 
And  many  will  reach  life's  turning  points 

Ere  Cometh  another  night. 
Who  bids  for  the  souls  of  the  noble  youths' 

Of  the  maidens  so  sweet  and  fair? 
Of  the  aged  ones?  and  of  those  in  life 's prime ? 

And  the  children,  their  pride  and  care? 
"  We  bid,  we  bid! "  cry  the  children  of  night 

From  the  gilded  saloon  they  call; 
From  theater,  street  and  the  gambling  den, 

From  the  room  of  the  dance  and  ball. 
"  We  offer  the  plaasures  that  sin  can  give, 

In  this  life  of  fleeting  breath; 
And  at  last  the  reward  which  our  master  bestows, 

His  wages:  Eternal  Death." 
"  We  bid,  we  bid! "  cry  the  children  of  light 

From  the  highways  and  hedges  they  call 
As  they  search  for  the  lost  and  erring  ones. 

Who  through  Satan's  wiles  did  fall. 
"  We  off  er  salvation  through  Jesus'  blest  name 

His  guidance  and  help  in  the  strife, 
And  at  last  the  reward  he  freely  bestows, 

The  gift  of  Eternal  Life." 


VIEWINO  FROM  DIFFERENT  POINTS. 

BY  W.  B.  STOVER. 

To  know  the  worth  of  anything  a  thoughtful 
person  views  it  from  as  many  different  sides  as 
possible,  be  it  land,  or  horses,  or  cattle,  or  news,  or 
doctrine,  or  what  not. 

I  trust  there  is  not  a  single  individual  member 
of  our  beloved  Fraternity  at  the  present  time,  but 
who  believes  in  foreign  missions.  Of  course  all 
believe  in  home  missions,  but  we  wish  to  speak 
of  foreign  missions  now.  So  we  will  suppose  a 
case,  and  then  look  at  his  position.  Suppose  a 
brother,  say  a  minister,  to  take  the  position  that 
he  does  not  oppose  foreign  missions,  but  he  does 
nothing  at  all  to  help  the  great  work  along.  Sup- 
pose a  case  of  that  kind, — I  trust  there  is  not 
really  one, — but  suppose  the  case,  and  then  let  us 
look  at  him.     Name  him  "A." 

I.  The  Uticonvetted  Man's  View. — "  I  do  not  mean 
to  be  unkind  toward  the  minister,  but  I  am  puzzled 
to  understand  his  position  on  some  things.  I  do 
not  know  much  about  the  Bible,  and  1  make  no 
claims  to  scholarship,  yet  I  read  the  Book  oftener 
than  most  people  think.  I  can  tell  a  promise,  and 
a  command  too,  when  I  see  it,.  Now  what  puzzles 
me  is  this,  why  the  minister  is  not  equally  urgent 
to  the  keeping  of  all  the  commands.  He  insists 
on  baptism  by  trine  immersion,  and  his  position 
is  impregnable.  He  insists  on  observance  of  feet- 
washing,  Lord's  Supper,  Communion,  holy  kiss, 
non-swearing,  non-conformity,  non-resistance,  etc., 
and,  if  I  have  read  correctly,  he  has  the  Bible  on  his 
side.  But  when  he  comes  to  the  Lord's  last  com- 
mand, concerning  the  going  into  the  whole  world 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  he  has  nothing  to  say.  It 
strikes  me,  too,  that  this  is  the  most  self-sacrificing 
and  expensive  of  all  commands.  Now  I  can't  see 
why  a  man  should  neglect  the  most  expensive-to- 
be-carried-out  command  and  accept  all  the  rest. 
And  I  wonder,  if  feet-washing  were  as  costly  as 
foreign  missions,  what  his  attitude  on  feet-washing 
would  be!     I   know   I   ought  to  be  a  Christian,  but 


this 


2.  The  Devil's  View.— "The  glory  of  the  king- 
doms of  this  world  I  consider  my  own.  Who  can 
deny  my  claim?  In  India  and  Africa  and  China, 
and  Mohammedan  countries  generally,  and  in 
some  other  countries,  I  have  things  about  as  I 
like.  I  have  strong  power  in  the  Christian  lands 
too,  though  a  few  persons  are  contesting  my  rights 


adfully. 


teras  A. 


When  they  are  with  Christ  in  all 
n  powerless.  But  I  like  such  as  minis- 
He  works  against  me  a  little,  but  does  not 
know  the  measure  of  his  power.  He  urges  his 
flock  dihgently  to  keep  me  at  bay.  He  does  not 
annoy  me  where  I  have  full  sway.  So  the  battle 
■s  always  on  his  ground.  If  I  cannot  gain,  I  do 
not  lose.  He  is  not  opposed  to  carrying  the  con- 
test mto  the  countries  I  rule  completely,  but  he 
never  says  anything  nor  does  anything  in  favor 
of  it  so  what  is  the  odds?  I  have  nothing  to  fear. 
I  wish  all  were  like  he  is." 

3-  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ's  View  — "  It  is  the 
will  of  my  Father  that  all  m,-n  should  be  saved. 
1  and  my  Father  are  one.  He  that  believeth  in 
me  hath  everlasting  life.  For  the  redemption  of 
a  lost  world,  to  this  end  came  I  into  it.  The 
Father  desired  me  to  go,  and  I  was  willing.  I  did 
my  work.  It  is  now  finished.  I  taught  my  dis- 
ciples all  the  way  of  truth,  then,  as  I  left  them, 
my  parting  charge  was  to  them,  'Go  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  «very  creature.' 
I  promised  to  be  with  them  always.  The  Holy 
Spirit  would  be  their  Comforter,  I  said.  I  love 
my  own.  They  are  precious  to  me.  I  love  min- 
ister A.  He  follows  my  teachings  closely.  He 
is  very  humble.  Yet,  like  the  young  man,  he  lacks 
one  thing.  He  knows  my  Word  shall  be  the 
judge  in  the  last  day,  yet  he  thoroughly  neglects 
my  final  words.  Through  obedience  to  that  last 
command  many  shall  be  saved,  but  he  seems  not 
to  think  of  that.  And  in  the  last  day,  with  a 
heavy  heart,  I  shall  have  to  point  him  to  the 
spoken  Word,  'Whosoever  therefore  shall  break 
one  of  these  least  commandments,  and  shall  teach 
men  so,  he  shall  be  called  the  least  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.'  He  may  then  compare  that  with  my 
other  words,  '  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature,'  and  my  dear  Son, 
begotten  of  faith,  will  be  able  to  speak  his  own 
judgment.  O  that  all  the  nations  of  earth  would 
;d  my  Word;  there  is  mercy  and  pardon  and  re- 
demption for  all!  " 

4.  A  Christed  Christian's  View.— "This  world  is 
very  full  of  sin,  and  I  am  chosen  1 
lights  to  shine  in  it.  There  is  so  rr 
and  so  much  evil  far  and  near  that  I  wish  1  might 
shine  a  thousand  times  brighter.  Dear  brother 
A  withholds  his  influence  for  good  in  the  farther 
parts  of  the  world.  His  influence  would  increase 
at  home  I  know,  if  he  would  let  it  shine  far  away. 
It  takes  a  bright  light  to  shine  far  away.  A  little 
light  don't  shine  far.  He  believes  in  foreign  mis- 
sions, he  says,  but  he  does  nothing  for  it.  How 
many  people  believe  in  Christ,  yet  never  profess 
Christianity.  To  me,  a  poor,  ' 
blessed  Master,  the  case  looks  s< 
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,     It  is  my  medita- 

manifest  my  love 

The  Word  teach- 


feet-washing.  I  simply  accept.  The  Word 
teaches  trine  immersion.  I  simply  accept.  The 
Word  teaches  a  kiss  of  charity.  I  accept.  The 
Word  teaches  separation  from  the  world.  I  ac- 
cept. The  Word  teaches  home  missions  and  for- 
eign missions.  I  accept.  Not  my  reason,  not  my 
opinion,  not  my  neighbor  is  my  g 
blessed  Word  of  Life.  I  accept  it 
for  my  good,  and  am  j 
that  his  spiritual  horiz' 
he  and  'others  do  not! 
I  must  do  more  than  my 
Lord  can  use  me  so,  a 
dren;  because  since  He 
I  rejoice  to  bear  the  si 

All  my  time  and  all  my  talents  and  all  my 
energy  and  all  my  money  are  His.  I  am  only  His 
steward,  but  I'd  rather  be  a  happy  steward  for  the 
Lord,  than  a  king  for  the  world.  I  can  help  to 
hasten  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  earth 
ill  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
forever.  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  daily  loadeth 
me  with  benefits.  I  pray  the  Lord  to  send  labor- 
ers to  th*e  harvest.  The  field  is  the  world.  I  am 
a  worker.  Praise  His  holy  name! 
Bulsar,  India. 
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A  GOOD  TMINO  OVERDONE. 

BY  J.  F.  NEHER. 

Si'eaking  of  the  custom  of  most  congregations 
in  sending  every  year  for  a  strange  minister  to 
come  and  conduct  a  series  of  meetings,  I  admit 
that  it  may  be  a  good  thing  to  do  so  sometimes, 
but  the  extent  it  is  being  done  now  among  the 
many  congregations,  indicates  to  my  mind  that  it 
is  overdone. 

In  many  congregations  the  older  and  home  min- 
isters hesitate  to  do  more  than  fill  the  regular  ap- 
pointments, just  because  they  are  not  solicited  or 
urged  to  do  more  by  the  laity.  If  the  laity,  in- 
stead of  coming  to  the  elder  and  home  ministers, 
and  suggesting  who  to  send  for,  would  say  to 
them,  "You  conduct  us  a  series  of  meetings  this 
year,  and  we  will  stand  by  you  and  help  you  all 
we  can,"  more  lasting  good  would  be  the  result. 

Much  is  lost  for  the  want  of  encouraging  words 
that  are  never  spoken.  Elders  or  ministers  who 
stand  well  and  have  the  confidence  of  their  congre- 
gation and  neighbors,  while  they  may  not  be  able 
to  win  as  many  over  into  the  church,  yet  a  larger 
per  cent  of  those  who  do  come  under  their  in- 
fluence come  to  stay,  and  will  always  look  up  to 
them  and  respect  them  as  their  fathers  in  the 
church.  Their  counsel  and  advice  are  more  readi- 
ly accepted,  than  when  brought  into  the  church 
by  the  influence  of  a  stranger.  I  have  had  fears 
that  Hie  effort  made  for  numbers  is  too  great  in 
iportion   to   the   effort   made   to   keep    or    save 
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This  proves  the  fact 
ightly  converted,    or 
were  not   properly   cared  for  after  they   were   re- 
ceived into  the  church. 

Ministers  who  do  not  stand  well  at  home,  and  do 
not  have  the  confidence  of  their  home  congregation, 
should  never  be  solicited  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings away  from  home. 
Anderson,  Ittd. 


A  LITTLE  SEED. 
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idol  temple 
nturies  unshaken  upon  its  fi 
ds  dropped  seeds  upon  the  dust-cov- 
ered roof  and  battlements;  "  through  the  scent  of 
water  "  they  germinated  and  sent  their  roots  down 
into  the  crevices  of  the  masonry,  and  so  in  the 
course  of  time  the  great  stones  were  separated, 
the  little  rootlets  worked  their  way  down  among 
them,  and  the  temple  was  tottering  to  its  fall, 
because  of  the  power  of  these  little  seeds. 

God  sends  men  into  this  world,  not  so  much 
to  build  temples  and  heap  up  stones  and  monu- 
ments, as  to  sow  seed.  The  sower  soweth  the 
Word.  It  may  be  by  living  voice,  or  printed 
page;  by  the  written  Word,  the  New  Testament, 
a  tract,  a  leaflet,  a  paper  cast  by  the  wayside, 
given  to  a  friend,  handed  to  a  stranger,  sent 
through  the  mails, — in  a  thousand  ways  we  may 
sow  the  good  Word  of  God;  and  oh,  what  a 
harvest  there  will  be  for  those  who  "sow  beside  all 
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aves." — The  Atntory 

"There  never  was  an  age  when  fiction  was  so 
utterly  vile  as  at  present.  A  large  part  of  the 
stories  of  the  present,  particularly  those  translated 
a  the  French,  are  filled  with  incentives  to  the 
worst  passions.  They  onght  to  be  excluded  from- 
every  home  as  rigorously  as  cholera  germs," 
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In  tile  Palestine  church,  Ohio,   fourteen 
/-fsions  are  reported  and  two  reclaimed. 

Bro.  D.  B.  Eby  commences  a  series  of  n 
at  Shannon,  111.,  this  Saturday  evening. 


Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  is  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Huntington,  Ind.,  with  a  good  interest. 

Bro.  C.  D.  HYLTON'has  been  holding  some  inter- 
€     esting  meetings  at   Roanoke,   La.     He  reports  six 
accessions. 

Any  one  not  receiving  a  copy  of  our  catalogue  of 
books,  Bibles,  etc.,  will  please  write  us,  and  we  will 
mail  him  a  copy. 

During  the  latter  part  of  December  nine  came 
?      out   on   the   Lord's   side    in   the    Chiques    church, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 
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The  meetings  held  by  Bro.  Win.  Bow 
Panther  Creek  church,  Ohio,  closed  last 
six  additions  in  all. 

Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh  is  booked  for  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Covington  church,  Ohio,  com- 
mencing on  the  evening  of  Feb.  6. 


We  learn  that  sister  Betsey  Crumrine,  wife  of 
N.  W.  Crumrine,  of  Wabash,  Ind.,  is  sorely  afflicted 
in  her  eyes,  and  earnestly  craves  the  prayers  of  the 
faithful. 


Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout,  who  is  with  us  at  this 
time,  reports  the  Lanark  church  in  a  cheerful  con- 
dition. One  was  restored  to  fellowship  last  Mon- 
day evening,  causing  great  rejoicing  among  the 
saints. 

'  Sister  Cora  Decker,  of  Myrtle  Point,  Oregon, 
writes  that  she  has  kept  a  careful  record  of  the 
number  of  ministers  and  deacons  elected  and  re- 
ported in  the  Messenger  during  1895,  and  that  of 
the  former  there  were  eighty-eight,  and  of  the  lat- 
ter one  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  There  were  also 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  members  reclaimed. 


A  Presbyterian  church  in  Middletown,  Iowa,  re- 
cently displayed  a  good  deal  of  good  common 
sense  and  fairness  in  the  way  of  paying  for  a  newly- 
erected  house  of  "worship.  The  members  firmly  re- 
solved that  there  should  be  no  d.bt  upon  the  build- 
ing, and  each  one  agreed  to  have  the  proposed 
estimated  cost  apportioned  to  the  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  church,  according  to  the  amount  of 
their  property  as  shown  by  the  assessor's  book. 
This  was  done;  and  each  member  paid  his  propor- 
tion cordially  and  promptly,  with  the  result  that 
when  the  building  was  dedicated,  the  latter  part  of 
December,  there  was  not  a  cent  of  debt  upon  it. 


Bro.  Geo.  Winand  writes  us  that  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Upper  Conawago  congregation, 
Pa.,  closed  Jan.  5,  with  nine  accessions  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism.  The  preaching  was  done  by 
Bro,  S.  G.  Lehmer. 


Bro.  Michael  Flory  writes  us  that  he  is  so  far 
restored  to  health  that  he  can  be  in  the  field  again, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Astoria  church,  Fulton  Co.,  111.,  with  a  good  inter- 
est and  one  accession  up  to  the  time  of  writing. 

One  week  ago  last  Sunday  Bro.  Silas  Hoover 
closed  an  encouraging  meeting  in  the  Greenland 
;hurch,  W.  Va„  with  twenty-five  baptized.  The 
nembers  of  that  church  are  full  of  joy.  The 
;hurch  there  is  said  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Bro.  C.  P.  Rowland,  of  Lanark,  111.,  has  just  re- 
urned  from  a  preaching  tour  among  some  of  the 
■^olated  members  in  the  Wisconsin  mission  field. 
;-Ie  gave  us  a  brief  call  this  week,  and  reports  the 
people  hungering  and  thirsting  for  more  earnest 
preaching  in  that  part  of  the  country, 

As  members  of  the  School  Visiting  Board,  breth- 
cn  J.  C.  Murray  and  D.  B.  Eby  spent  the  forepart 
f  the  week  here,  looking  into  the  religious  and 
noral  training  given  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  Mt.  Morris  College.  They  are  thoroughly 
interested  in  the  work  intrusted  to  them  by  the 
Conference. 

A  minister  residing  in  El  Paso,  Tex.,  writes  to 
one  of  the  papers  in  the  North,  making  a  sugges- 
tion that  is  worthy  of  more  than  a  passing  consid- 
eration. He  says  too  many  poor  people  are  sent 
to  that  city  with  the  hope  that  they  may  regain 
their  health,  but  are  not  furnished  with  sufficient 
money  to  defray  their  expenses,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, become  a  burden  on  the  churches.  Some 
of  that  class  are  sent  South  every  winter,  and  the 
burden  is  more  than  the  churches  in  their  limited 
condition  can  bear.  Without  wishing  to  be  harsh 
he  says:  "If  their  friends  cannot  support  them 
here,  we  beg  of  them  not  to  send  them.  Keep 
them  at  home,  that  they  may  die  of  consumption 
among  friends,  and  not  of  consumption,  plus  star- 
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One  of  our  elders  writes  this  way:  "  I  want  to 
get  more,  if  not  all,  of  our  members  in  our  home 
church  to  take  the  paper.  Our  agent  here  is  not 
very  active.  It  we  were  to  appoint  another  he 
would  not  like  it,  and  yet  brethren  tell  me  that 
they  are  never  asked  to  take  the  Messenger.  I 
believe  an  agent  should  make  a  canvass  every 
year."  We  like  to  see  an  elder  take  an  interest 
in  the  work  this  way.  If  an  agent  is  not  pushing 
his  work,  the  elder  should  help  him  push  it,  and 
if  he  does  not  improve,  appoint  another  in  his 
place.  Most  assuredly  should  the  whole  church 
be  canvassed  every  year,  and  even  those  not  mem- 
bers should  be  asked  to  subscribe.  It  will  be 
found  well  for  elders  to  mention  in  the  council- 
meetings  the  importance  of  each  member  taking 
the  Messenger,  and  keeping  posted  on  the  work 
of  the  church. 


By  this  time,  we  presume,  all  of  our  patrons  have 
received  a  copy  of  our  neat  little  Catalogue  of 
Books,  including  a  special  offer  we  have  made  on 
Bro.  Teeter's  Commentary,  provided  we  can  secure 
orders  for  1000  copies  or  more  of  the  one  volume 
edition.  It  is  no  small  task  to  get  out  and  ship 
1000  copies  of  a  book  containing  nearly  1,200  pages. 
Were  the  books  piled  one  on  the  top  of  the  other, 
they  would  make  a  stack  nearly  250  feet  high,  or 
more  than  twice  as  high  as  the  tall  church  steeples 
in  most  of  the  towns.  But  by  getting  all  of  these 
orders  at  one  time,  having  the  work  done  quickly, 
and  getting  special  bargains  on  binding,  etc.,  we 
can  afford  to  sell  the  work  at  the  astonishingly  low 
price  offered  in  the  proposition.  The  Commentary 
is  a  good  work,  and  ought  to  go  into  thousands  of 
families.  Let  no  one  delay,  but  send,  in  your 
orders  quickly.  One  brother  says  he  thinks  there 
will  be  orders  for  one  hundred  copies  from  the 
members  in  his  part  of  the  country. 


Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  closes  his  series  of  meet- 
ings at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  and  then  goes 
to  Huntingdon,  to  take  in  a  part  of  the  Bible  Term 
there.  He  may  be  addressed  for  the  present  at 
the  latter  place  in  care  of  Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh. 

The  Brethren  in  Pike  County,  111.,  are  without  a 
preacher,  and  report  that  they  are  in  a  position  to 
render  some  assistance  to  an  earnest  minister  who 
would  be  willing  to  locate  among  them.  For  fur- 
ther information  address  G.  W.  Woodward,  Barry, 
Pike  Co.,  111.         

Writing  from  University  P.  O.,  California,  Bro. 
Paul  Wetzel  says:  "After  a  long  sickness  I  came 
to  Southern  California  to  regain  my  health  and  am 
more  than  pleased  with  the  result.  I  expect  to 
make  Englewood  my  future  home,  and  will  be 
pleased  to  have  my  German  brethren  call  on  me, 
and  if  the  way  opens  for  them  to  settle  there,  it 
will  afford  me  pleasure  to  preach  to  them  again  the 
Word  of  God."      

We  have  not  seen  so  many  preachers  in  the 
Mount  for  a  long  while,  and  for  fear  of  omitting 
some  we  will  not  attempt  to  name  any  save  Bro.  J. 
C.  Murray,  whose  presence  among  us  was  very 
much  unexpected.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that 
he  is  greatly  improving  in  health  and  can  now  be 
about  his  Father's  business.  The  Bible  term  is  ex- 
ceedingly interesting,  and  the  lines  of  study  pur- 
sued cannot  help  proving  profitable  to  the  cause. 


The  Peculiar  People  is  the  title  of  an  ably-ed 
monthly,  published  at  Plainfield,  New  Jersey,  in 
the  interest  of  the  Jews  throughout  the  Christian 
world.  A  late  issue  contains  a  most  interesting 
article  on  restoring  Palestine  to  the  Jews,  and 
making  of  it  a  Jewish  Republic.  It  discusses  the 
question  from  a  Jewish  standpoint  with  such  abil- 
ity and  fairness  that,  if  we  can  possibly  find  space 
for  it,  we  shall  lay  it  before  our  readers  in  the  next 
issue. 

The  Brethren  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania  have  \ 
printed,  in  pamphlet  form,  a  synoptical  report  of 
their  late  Ministerial  Meeting  to  distribute  among 
the  members  of  that  District.  The  report  was 
made  by  Bro.  Geo.  Bucher,  who  did  his  part  well, 
but  his  proof-reader  did  some  exceedingly  careless 
work,  and  yet  the  little  publication  is  interesting 
and  will  do  an  immense  amount  of  good  in  that 
part  of  the  East.  We  read  it  through  at  one  sit- 
ting, and  a  pamphlet  has  to  be  uncommonly  inter- 
esting if  we  spare  the  time  to  read  even  a  half  of  it. 


A  brother,  who  thinks  a  great  deal  more  of  the 
welfare  of  unfortunate  members  than  a  little  money, 
sends  us  one  dollar  and  says:  "  I  know  a  young  sis- 
ter who  has  thrown  herself  into  a  home  where  the 
influences  of  Christianity  are  not  known,  so  I  will 
donate  one  dollar  and  have  you  send  the  Messen- 
ger to  her  address  one  year.  It  may  do  her  and 
the  family  some  good."  The  brother  is  to  be  com- 
mended for  his  wisdom.  Then  we  have  scores  of 
good,  earnest-hearted  members  among  us  who.  are 
donating  the  Messenger  to  persons  with  a  view  of 
winning  their  souls.  Some  are  sending  the  paper 
to  five,  ten,  and  even  twenty  persons.  Just  think  of 
it!  What  a  grand  work  for  the  good  of  humanity 
one  may  do  with  a  few  dollars! 


Our  Brethren  may  not  be  as  well  educated? 
scientifically,  as  some  other  people,  but  they  find 
out  a  thing  or  two  now  and  then  that  the  more 
learned  come  to  in  the  course  of  time.  For  years 
we  have  been  trying  to  work  tobacco,  out  of  the 
church,  claiming  that  it  is  an  injury  to  the  body 
and  mind,  and  not  becoming  men  and  women 
professing  a  high  order  of  piety.  Well,  here  are 
a  few  facts  that  accord  well  with  what  we  have 
been  teaching:  "  A  careful  record  kept  at  Yale  for 
eight  years  shows  that  non-smokers  are  20  per 
cent,  taller,  25  per  cent,  heavier,  and  have  60  per 
cent,  more  lung  capacity  than  smokers.  A  recent 
graduating  class  at  Amherst  presented  a  similar 
difference  in  favor  of  non-smokers,  who  had  gained 
in  weight  24  per  cent,  over  the  smokers,  and  in 
height  37  per  cent.,  and  also  exceeded  them  irH 
lung  capacity." 
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EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Three. 

LAND  TENURE  IN  PALESTINE. 

Many  times  since  our  first  visit  to  tlie  Holy  Land 
has  the  question  been  asked,  "  How  are  the  lands 
held  in  Palestine  and  what  are  the  rights  and  priv- 
leges  of  the  owners?  Believing  that  our  readers 
will  be  glad  to  know  the  facts  concerning  land  ten- 
ure in  this  country  we  have  taken  some  pains  to 
look  up  the  facts.  We  glean  from  an  exhaustive 
article  on  the  subject  by  Mr.  S.  Berghman  who  has 
spent  ten  years  farming  on  the  plains  of  Sharon 
near  Ramleh,  and  he  may  be  considered  as  reliable 
authority  on  the  subject. 

The  Fellahin  or  Arab  farmers  dwell  in  villages 
and  the  village  lands  are  divided  into  three  classes. 

I.  The  lands  belonging  to  individuals  in  whom 
the  title  vests.  The  owner  of  such  land  may  give 
away,  sell,  or  bequeath  his  real  estate,  and  if  he 
own  any  at  his  death  it  falls  to  his  heirs.  The  own- 
er of  such  land  must  pay  an  annual  tax  of  from 
three  to  five  per  cent  on  the  actual  valuation  of  the 
land.  Such  valuation  is  made  every  five  years. 
Buildings  may  be  erected  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
owner  but  are  subjected  to  a  tax,  in  addition  to  that 
paid  in  on  the  land,  based  on  their  actual  cost. 
Lands  of  this  class  are  usually  close  to  the  village, 
and  are  almost  always  used  for  orchards  and  gar- 
dens. 

II.  The  lands  belonging  to  the  State  or  Imperial 
Government,  *'.  e.,  the  Sultan  at  Constantinople. 
These  are  called  the  agricultural  lands,  and  are 
farmed  in  common  by  the  villagers  who  raise 
wheat,  barley,  beans,  lentils,  millet,  and  at  some 
places  small  quantities  of  tobacco.  The  right  to 
cultivate  these  lands  is  held  in  common  by  all  the 
members  of  the  community.  No  individual  can 
own  any  lot  or  parcel  of  the  arable  land,  and  his 
right  only  begins  after  an  allottment  has  been  made 
for  the  year.  The  title  vests  in  the  state,  and  no 
houses  may  be  built  or  trees  planted  on  lands  of 
this  class  without  a  special  permit  from  the  highest 
officer  of  the  treasury  department.  When  such  per- 
mit has  been  given  the  houses  and  trees  become 
freehold  property,  but  the  ground  on  which  they 
stand  still  belongs  to  the  state. 

The  agricultural  lands  are  apportioned  each  year 
for  plowing  and  sowing  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity who  desire  and  are  able  to  cultivate  them. 
Each  individual  has  the  right  by  inheritance  to 
plow  and  sow  on  the  state  land  and  it  is  divided  in- 
to equal  portions  according  to  the  number  of  yoke 
of  oxen  in  the  village;  the  man  who  runs  two  yoke 
of  oxen  getting  twice  as  much  to  plow  as  he  who 
owns  but  one,  and  two  men  owning  an  ox  each  get- 
ting half  as  much  as  he  who  owns  a  yoke.  These 
two  work  together,  one  day  on  the  land  allotted  to 
one  and  the  next  on  that  of  the  other. 

No  stranger  is  allowed  to  cultivate  any  of  the 
lands  of  a  village  without  the  consent  of  the  entire 
community,  and  no  member  of  a  community  can 
let  or  rent  his  portion  of  land  to  a  stranger.  He 
may  enter  into  partnership  with  one  who  will  fur- 
nish seed  and  oxen,  but  this  must  be  arranged  be- 
fore the  allottment  is  made.  Such  a  stranger  then 
becomes  a  member  of  the  community,  subject  to  a  1 
its  laws  and  regulations.  The  portion  of  land  al- 
■  lotted  to  a  villager  is  his  from  the  time  he  begins 
to  plow  until  he  carries  the  last  sheaf  from  his 
field  to  the  village  threshing-floor.  Then  his  indi- 
vidual right  lapses,  and  it  reverts  to  the  communi- 

VThe  land  is  apportioned,  as  in  Bible  times,  by 
lot.  The  fields  having  been  measured  with  a  rope 
or  line,  each  is  named.  Their  names  are  given 
either  accidentally  or  for  some  special  reason. 
Thus,  a  field  with  a  peculiar  rock  in  it  is  called, 
■•  the  field  of  the  rock/'  another,  "  the  field  of  the 


trees,"  and  others 
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still  "  field  of  road,"  "  field  of  the 
>f  the  fight,"  etc.  One  is  here 
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ith  the  thirty  pieces  of  sil- 


ver, "The  field  of  blood."*  The  land  has  been 
previously  laid  out  in  four  great  divisions,  eastern, 
western,  northern,  and  southern.  The  names  of 
the  fields  of  each  of  these  divisions  are  then  plainly 
written  on  small,  smooth  pebbles,  and  these  are  put 
into  four  small  sacks,  one  for  each  great  division 
of  the  land.  The  farmers  then  form  themselves  in- 
to a  half  circle,  in  the  center  of  which  is  seated  the 
Iman,  the  head  or  chief  man  of  the  village.  Two 
little  boys,  always  under  five  years  old,  so  that  they 
may  be  wholly  unbiased,  stand  near  him  on  either 
side. 

They  are  now  ready  for  the  casting  of  lots.  One 
of  the  small  sacks  is  taken  up,  and  one  of  the  boys 
puts  his  hand  into  it  and  takes  a  pebble  or  lot. 
The  Iman  then  asks  the  other  boy,  "Whose  field  is 
this?  "  and  the  boy  either  calls  out  the  name,  or 
points  to  one  of  the  villagers,  and  the  land  is  allot- 
ted to  him  and  so  recorded.  There  is  no  appeal 
from  this  lot,  and  each  farmer  must  be  satisfied 
with  the  field  which  has  been  assigned  to  him. 

the  farmers  stand  around  waiting  for  the  lots 
that  are  to  fall  to  them,  each  one  exclaims,  as  the 
boy  puts  his  hand  in  the  sack,  "  God  keep,  main- 
tain and  uphold  my  lot,"  and  David's  words  are 
brought  to  mind,  "Thou  maintainest  my  lot. 
The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  places;  yea  I 
have  a  goodly  heritage. "f  Mr.  Berghman  is  of  the 
opinion  that  this  passage  would  be  more  correctly 
rendered  from  the  Hebrew  text  as  follows,  "  Thou 
holdest  or  standest  by  the  pebble  of  my  lot.  The 
dividing  lines  have  been  stretched  out  for  me  in 
pleasant  places.  Yea,  a  goodly  inheritance  by  lot 
is  given  me."  It  is  an  interesting  proceeding,  and 
may  not  differ  widely  from  that  adopted  by  Joshua 
when  he  divided  the  land  by  lot  among  the  Israel- 
ites more  than  three  thousand  years  ago. 

This  way  of  dividing  the  land  takes  place  every 
year,  and  thus  no  member  of  the  community  re- 
ceives the  same  portion  of  land  every  year.  It  may 
fall  to  him  again  by  lot,  and  it  may  not,  the  chan- 
ces are  against  it  doing  so. 

The  dividing  line  between  the  fields  is  a  deep, 
double  furrow,  but  as  these  disappear  after  heavy 
rains,  stones  are  piled  up  at  each  end,  and  these 
are  called  the  stones  of  the  boundary.  To  remove 
such  stones  while  the  crop  is  growing  or  before  it 
is  gathered  in,  is  considered  a  great  sin.  He  who 
does  so  robs  his  neighbor  not  of  part  of  his  land 


but  of  his 
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op,  which  is  his  living,  and  is  sure  to 
his  head  the  malediction  of  all  right- 
n.  As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Joshua  so 
Cursed  be  he  that  removeth  his  neigh- 
ark."!  The  curse  is  based  on  the  older 
law,  which  says,  "Thou  shalt  not  remove  thy 
neighbor's  landmark  which  they  of  old  time  (»'.  e. 
chiefs  or  elders)  have  set  up."§ 

Each  village  supports  two  public  servants.  The 
Iman,  who  is  a  kind  of  preacher,  leads  in  the 
prayers,  performs  whatever  marriage  ceremony  is 
necessary,  buries  the  dead,  keeps  all  public  ac- 
counts, such  as  taxes,  repairs  of  the  mosque,  and 
expenses  of  the  guest-chamber  provided  for  st 
gers.  The  Natoor  or  watchman,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
keep  a  look-out  for  strangers,  invite  them  to  the 
guest-chamber  and  provide  them  with  food.  He 
must  take  care  that  no  cattle  from  a  strange  village 
stray  upon  the  lands  of  or  graze  on  the  pastures  of 
the  community.  They  receive  their  pay  not  in 
money,  but  in  grain,  each  farmer  contributing  so 
many  measures  accord-ng  to  the  number  of  fields 
he  cultivates.  The  chief  and  watchman  also  have 
allotted  a  parcel  of  land  to  them  which  is  usually 


plowed  and  sown  for  them  by  the  farmers  without 
charge. 

Oxen  are  usually  employed  for  plowing,  but  I 
have  seen  on  the  plains  of  Sharon  an  ox  and  an  ass 
yoked  together.  This  is  considered  unjust,  and  is 
only  done  when  it  cannot  well  be  avoided.  "  Thou 
shalt  not  plow  with  an  ox  and  an  ass  together.*  I 
have  also  seen  horses,  mules,  and  camels  drawing 
the  plow,  and  Mr.  B.  tells  us  that  on  several  oc- 
casions he  has  seen  a  man  or  a  woman  attached  to 
a  plow,  pulling  side  by  side,  with  a  donkey. 

The  agricultural  lands  pay  two  kinds  of  taxes, 
First,  a  money  tax  of  from  three  to  five  per  cent  on 
the  valuation  of  the  land.  The  farmers  pay  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  land  they  cultivate.  If 
any  of  the  land  is  not  cultivated,  the  tax  on  it  is 
collected  from  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  village 
equally.  The  elder  or  chief  man  collects  this  tax 
and  pays  it  to  the  government. 

Second,  the  tenth  or  tithe  of  all  the  land  produc- 
es. This  tax  is  based  on  the  Bible,  and  is  as  old  as 
the  time  when  Jacob  set  up  a  pillar  at  Bethel,  and 
made  a  vow  unto  the  Lord,  saying,  "  And  of  all 
that  thou  shalt  give  me  I  will  surely  give  the  tenth 
unto  thee."f  And  this  vow  of  Jacob  was  afterward 
incorporated  in  the  law  by  Moses.  "And  all  the 
tithe  of  the  land  whether  of  the  seed  of  the  land  or 
the  fruit  of  the  tree  is  the  Lord's.  .  .  .  The 
tithe  of  the  herd,  or  of  the  flock,  even  of  whatsoev- 
er passeth  under  the  rod,  the  tenth  shall  be  holy 
unto  the  Lord."J 

The  collection  of  the  tenth  is  the  source  of  much 
oppression,  and  the  poor  farmer  is  made  to  suffer. 
The  tax  is  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  and  the  Ashar 
or  tax  collector  who,  in  addition  to  the  bribes  he 
pays  the  officials  to  secure  the  purchase,  has  to  pay 
a  larger  sum  than  the  actual  value  of  the  tenth  if  it 
were  honestly  collected.  The  villagers  are  not  al- 
lowed to  begin  harvesting  until  the  Ashar  arrives. 
His  whole  object  is  to  get  as  much  out  of  the  farm- 
er as  he  possibly  can  and  this  is  done  by  a  series  of 
annoyances,  until  the  farmers  out  of  sheer  necessi- 
ty are  obliged  to  compromise  with  the  tax  gather- 
er. Mr.  B.  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  after  ten  years' 
experience  among  the  Arab  farmers,  that  instead  of 
the  tenth  honestly  due  by  law  the  Ashar  carries  off 
at  least  one-third  of  the  crop.  These  tax-gatherers 
are  hated  by  the  people,  and  the  term  Ashar  is  al- 
ways applied  to  extortionate,  merciless  men.  They 
enjoy  no  better  reputation  than  did  the  publicans 
in  New  Testament  times. 

•  III.  The  third  class  of  lands  are  those  set  apart 
at  various  times  for  the  maintenance  of  mosques 
and  tombs,  such  as  the  Mosque  of  Omar  and  the 
tomb  of  David  at  Jerusalem,  and  the  mosque  over 
the  tomb  of  Abraham  at  Hebron.  These  lands  are 
held  and  taxed  in  the  same  way  that  the  agricultur- 
al lands  are  managed.  The  tax,  however,  is  paid 
into  a  special  treasury. 

A  new  law  has  been  introduced  within  the  last 
few  years  in  reference  to  land  tenure,  which,  if  en- 
forced, will  change  these  old  Bible  customs.  The 
lands  of  the  second  class  are  to  be  divided  by  an  Im- 
perial commissioner,  into  various  portions,  and  giv- 
en to  individual  villagers.  They  receive  title  deeds 
and  may  sell  their  right  to  cultivate  either  to  a  villag- 
er or  to  a  stranger.  The  taxes,  of  course,  remain  the 
same.  It  is  said  the  law  is  to  be  strictly  enforced, 
and  if  it  is,  a  number  of  the  ancient  customs  or  land- 
marks of  Bible  times  will  entirely  disappear. 
Gradually  modern  innovations  are  revolutionizing 
the  Holy  Land.  Great  changes  have  taken  place 
since  we  first  visited  it  in  1884.  Present  indications 
are  that  greater  changes  will  take  place  in  the 
years  to  come,  and  very  soon  a  visit  to  Palestine 
will  have  lost  its  chief  charm, — the  ancient  Bible 
customs.  D-  L-  »• 


•Matt.  27:  5.  8. 
■fPsalms  16:  s,;6. 
{Deut.  27:  17- 
§Deut.  19:  14. 
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>  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY* 

GENTLE  WORDS. 

Why  not  let  our  words  be  gentle? 

Harsh  words  rudely  jar 
On  the  feelings  of  a  brother; 
And  to  kindly  greet  each  other 

Would  be  better  far. 
In  the  plainest  words  nf  converse 

Music  sweet  is  heard; 
If  in  tenderness  they're  spoken; 
But  the  melody  is  broken 

By  an  angry  word. 
It  would  show  a  strength  of  spirit 

To  let  no  hard  word 
Fall  petulantly  from  our  tongue, 
And  strike  (he  notes  to  music  strong, 

Making  rude  discord. 
We  would  find  it  just  as  easy, 

In  kind  tones  to  speak ; 
Hasty,  cruel  words  are  grievous, 
And  too  sadly,  truly  pfove  us 

Pitifully  weak. 
Oft  a  little  word,  soft  spoken, 

Falling  on  the  ear, 
Throws  a  passing  ray  of  gladness 
O'er  the  heart  darkened  with  sadness, 

And  dispels  the  tear. 
Gentle  words!  they  cost  so  little, 

And  such  power  hold 
To  impart  to  others  pleasure, 
Why  not  greater  make  their  measure 

Many  thousand  fold? 
It  will  make  our  own  hearts  richer, 

If  we  will  but  give 
Lavishly  to  our  fellow-man, 
Gentle  words  whene'er  we  can, 

While  on  earth  we  live. 
We  are  lowly,  sinful  creatures, 

Sadly  prone  to  err; 
Yet,  if  we've  blindly  gone  astray 
And  can  make  amends  to-day, 

Let  us  not  defer. 
If  one  kindred  heart  we've  wounded, 

By  a  word  unkind, 
Oh,  let  us  now  forgiveness  ask, 
And  make  it  our  most  willing  task 

The  sad  wound  to  bind. 
There  may  be  less  sweet  than  bitter, 

In  the  cup  of  life; 
There  may  be  more  thorns  than  flowers 
Yet,  if  unbroken  love  be  ours, 

We  can  bear  the  strife. 

—Selected  by  Emma  L.  Bows. 


THE  PRAYER-COVERING. 


1.  Wliatitis.  A  veil  covering  the  head  (not  face). 
A  sign,  emblem,  or  token,  of  "  power,"  authority  to 
petition  (address)  God,  through  Christ,  the  head 
of  the  church,  through  the  medium  of  prayer,  in 
honor  to  her  head, — "  the  man." 

The  obedient  child  is  an  honor  to  its  parents. 
The  disobedient  is  a  dishonor.  The  man  is  the 
image  and  glory  of  God.  The  woman  is  the  glory 
of  the  man.  There  is  no  glory  in  either  case  if  we 
dishonor.  Hear  what  the  apostle  says:  "  Every 
man  praying  or  prophesying,  having  his  head  cov- 
ered, dishonoreth  his  head,  but  every  woman  pray- 
ing or  prophesying,  having  her  head  unveiled,  dis- 
honoreth her  head."     1  Cor.  11:4,  5. 

The  crown  on  the  king's  head  is  a  sign  of  his 
power.  The  veil  covering  on  the  woman's  head  is 
a  sign  of  her  power.  It  is  important  to  bear  the 
right  sign.  White  is  an  emblem  of  peace  and  puri- 
ty. Red  is  an  emblem  of  strife  and  bloodshed 
Black  is  an  emblem  of  sorrow  and  mourning. 
How  befittingly  significant  of  the  pure  and  peacea- 
ble religion  of  Christ  is  the  white  veil  covering  of 
the  Brethren  church!  Be  careful  to  always  bear 
the  right  sign  in  your  high  and  "  holy  profession." 

2.  By  whom  and  when  should  it  be  worn?  (a)  By 
every  woman  that  prayeth  or  prophesieth;  by  every 
woman  that  taketh  upon  her  the  name  of  Christ. 
By  every  sister  in  the  Brotherhood,  (b)  Whenev- 
er there  is  a  season  of  prayer  in  the  home  circle, 
around  the  family  altar,  in  the  secret  chamber,  in 
the  public  sanctuary,  at  the  regular  appointment, 
quarterly  council,  or  "  feasts  of  charity."     You  ask, 


"  Why  so  necessary  to  have  this  sign  or  token  of 
power?  "     "  Because  of  the  angels." 

Dear  sisters,  let  me,  through  love,  appeal  to  you. 
How  often  do  you  cause  "  the  angels  of  the  church," 
whose  duty  it  is  to  take  the  oversight  of  the  flock, 
to  feel  sad  and  grieved  at  heart,  to  see  his  children 
walking  disorderly  in  not  glorifying  God  through 
the  "  power  "  given  unto  you!  How  it  must  grieve 
your  attending  angel  to  see  you  dishonoring  Christ, 
because  you  have  not  the  sign  of  power  on  your 
head.  With  what  regret  the  angelic  host  of  heav- 
en must  look  down  to  see  your  lack  of  power  to 
honor  the  God  whom  they  worship!  When  the  an- 
gel reaper  comes,  to  gather  Christ's  jewels  home, 
will  you  have  the  power  then,  to  glorify  God  by  be- 
ing fully  ripe  to  be  gathered  into  the  garner  of  the 
Lord? 

May  we  all  more  fully  glorify  God  by  living  a 
life  of  obedience  to  Christ  and  the  church! 

Milledgeville,  III. 


TRESPASSES. 


An  earnest  sister  sends  us  the  following,  think- 
ing that  the  lesson  taught  may  do  good  in  many 
communities: 

"  Forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we  forgive  those 
who  trespass  against  us."  These  familiar  words 
are  sometimes  used  carelessly,  I  fear.  If  some  one 
trespasses  against  me  in  word  or  deed,  and  I  go 
about  among  the  people  talking  about  that  person, 
mentioning  every  little  fault  I  ever  saw  in  them  or 
ever  heard  about  them,  am  I  forgiving  them  as  I 
hope  to  be  forgiven,  or  am  I  asking  God  to  only 
partly  forgive  me?  Am  I  asking  him  to  still  let  a 
little  cloud  of  unforgiven  sin  rest  upon  me?  O 
solemn  thought,  that  such  must  be  the  case  wher- 
ever a  spirit  of  fault-finding  exists.  Sad  case,  in- 
deed, where  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  is  guilty  of 
such  work!  He  is  only  a  blind  leader  of  the  blind, 
and  both  shall  fall  into  Satan's  power.  The  Word 
gives  us  a  better  plan:  "  If  any  one  is  overtaken  in 
a  fault,  let  such  as  are  spiritual  restore  such  an  one 
in  a  spirit  of  meekness,"  Restore,  reprove  them, — 
not  talk  about  them.  "  Confess  your  faults  one  to 
another,  pray  for  one  another,  and  ye  shall  be 
healed." 

How  noble  that  course  would  be,  compared  to 
the  little  mean  habit  of  finding  fault  with  persons 
in  their  absence!  Talebearing  and  gossip  are  an 
abomination  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  If  soul  and 
body  are  an  acceptable  offering  unto  the  Lord, 
surely  the  tongue  can  find  plenty  of  good  and  use- 
ful words  to  employ  its  powers  to  the  glory  of  God! 

A  WORD  TO  MOTHERS. 

BY  MRS.  E.  A.   HUNTING. 

Having  been  a  teacher  of  some  experience  and 
now  in  the  home,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  which, 
I  hope,  may  benefit  some  mothers.  My  heart 
yearns  for  those  children  whose  mothers  thought- 
lessly, or  ignorantly,  neglect  to  train  them  to  be 
courteous.  In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  50,  a  sister 
applies  Jesus'  prohibition  in  regard  to  swearing, 
Matt.  5:  37,  as  a  reason  for  not  teaching  sir  and 
ma'am  added  to  yes  or  no,  by  way  of  courtesy. 
Ah,  my  sister,  let  us  be  careful  not  to  apply  the 
wrong  meaning  to  the  sacred  Scriptures  or  mis- 
quote them.  There  is  a  vast  difference  in  meaning 
in  expletives  and  being  courteous. 

The  apostle,  in  1  Pet.  3:  8,  says,  "  Be  courteous." 
Webster  defines  courteous  as  polite,  well-bred,  civ- 
il, respectful,  and  many  others.  If  we  do  not  teach 
true  courtesy  in  the  home  in  childhood,  how  can 
we  expect  them  to  be  courteous  when  grown,  as 
Peter  instructs?  "Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he 
should  go  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart 
from  it."  Prov.  22:  6.  No  mother  wishes  her  chil- 
dren considered  ill-bred,  uncivil,  or  disrespectful, 
through  any  neglect  of  hers.  Oh,  if  the  mothers 
would  but  give  a  little  more  thought  to  these  little 
things,  they  could  help  to  lighten  the  burden  of 
the  sometimes  weary  teacher,  made  daubly  so  by 
the  neglected  duties  of  parents  at  home. 


As  the  parents,  so  are  the  children.  Character  is 
formed  in  the  home  in  little  things.  We  must  show 
them  respect,  if  we  wish  them  to  respect  us.  I 
teach  my  boy  that,  in  neglecting  these  little  acts  of 
courtesy,  he  disrespects  us,  and  also  disobeys  the 
fifth  commandment,  "Honor  thy  father  and  thy 
mother."  That  it  is  right  and  not  after  a  fashion  or 
style,  which  would  be  vain  and  sinful.  I  tell  him 
to  act  the  truth  in  all  things,  because  there  is  One 
who  looketh  down  upon  all  we  say  or  do.  We 
treat  him  with  1  he  same  respect,  never  command- 
ing, but  asking  with  a  "please"  and  "  thank  you"  as 
a  reward.  These  little  things  help  the  little  ones 
to  feel  they  are  appreciated  in  this  world.  Besides, 
it  is  a  part  of  their  education,  and  we  have  no  right 
to  withhold  it  from  them.  We  cannot  keep  them 
always  under  the  home  roof.  Sooner  or  later  they 
go  out  into  the  world  to  mingle  with  strangers. 
Then  let  us  train  them,  that  they  may  not  look 
back  regretfully  at  our  neglect,  but  with  pleasant 
memories.  I  believe  we  will  be  responsible  in  more 
ways  than  one  for  our  neglected  duties  toward  the 
little  ones,  entrusted  to  our  care.  Let  us  not  be 
weary  in  well  doing  of  little  things!  Mothers  and 
fathers,  let  us  pray  also,  that  our  work  may  not  be 

Russell,  Kans. 
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irehes. 


E3?~Church  News  solicited  !or  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  ;i-1  wrtisiiii?  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 


From  Knlman,  In*.!. 

Bro.  M.  L  Hahn,  of  Lakeside,  Ind.,  came  to 
us  Dec.  21,  and  commenced  preaching  on  Sunday, 
Dec.  22.  He  preached  eleven  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. Then  his  health  became  so  impaired  that 
we  had  to  close  our  meetings.  While  there  were 
no  accessions,  there  were  many  who  were  medi- 
tating seriously,  and  we  trust  that  much  of  the 
good  seed  which  has  been  sown  here,  has  lodged 
in  hearts  where  it  may  never  more  be  dislodged. 

During  the  meetings  an  aged  sister,  in  feeble 
health,  requested  to  be  anointed,  which  was  at- 
tended to  on  Christman  Day,  by  Bro.  Hahn,  as-" 
sisted  by  the  official  brethren  at  this  place.  This 
was  the  first  work  of  the  kind  yet  performed  in  this 
church.  E.  E.  Frantz. 

Jan.  1.  < 

The  Arkansas  Mission. 

The  closing  month  of  the  year  was  a  busy  one 
in  the  Arkansas  mission  field.  The  forepart  of  the 
month  I  held  meetings  in  Louisiana,  followed  by 
a  few  weeks  at  Carlisle,  Ark.  A  tew  meetings  were 
then  held  at  Palestine  and  on  the  last  Sunday  of 
the  year  two,  young  in  years  but  strong  in  faith, 
were  received  by  baptism.  At  the  same  time  our 
evergreen  Sunday  school  was  reorganized.  Bro. 
P.  S.  Hartman  is  our  Superintendent  and  J.  C. 
Osborn,  Assistant.  The  former  teachers  were  all 
retained,  and  among  the  scholars  activity  is  mani- 
fested. 

At  present  the  writer  is  enjoying  the  Special 
Bible  Term  at  North  Manchester,  Ind.  The  inter- 
est and  attendance  are  encouraging.  I  expect  to 
be  at  home  in  Illinois  about  Jan.  15,  and  cor- 
respondents will  please  address  me  at  Pine  Creek, 
III,  for  a  few  weeks  thereafter.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  several  ministers  and  a  number  of 
others  have  come  to  Arkansas  recently  and  I  hope 
they  may  be  helpful  in  the  Lord's  work. 

Palestine,  Ark.,  Jan.  6.  °'  U  F°RNEV- 

From  North  Carolina. 

Eld.  Joseph   B.    Bowman,    of  the    Knob   Creek 
church,   Eld.    William   A.   Sherfy,  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley   church,    and   the    writer,    of    the    Pleasant 
View  church,  left  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  on  the  morn-  - 
mg  of  Nov.  22,  to  make  a  visit  across  the  Uwaka 


January  18, 


THE   GOSPEL  MESSBNQBB. 


Mountains  into  North  Carolina  to  the  Brummett's 
Creek  church,  having  been  appointed  by  the  State 
District  Meeting  as  a  committee  to  settle  certain 
difficulties,  then  existing  in  said  church. 

In  all,  we  traveled  over  seventy-five  miles;  held 
thirteen  meetings  and  received  seven  into  the 
church,— five  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed.  The 
existing  difficulties  were  settled  satisfactorily  to  all 
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ed. 


On 


return  we  stopped  with  the  Brethren  at 
the  Martin's  Creek  church,  Union  Co.,  Tenn.,  where 
I  held  one  meeting.  One  was  added  to  the  fold 
at  this  point.  We  know  of  no  point,  better  located 
for  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  The  Brethren 
here  are  alive  to  the  cause.  Peter  Miller. 


From  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


The  reorganization  of  our  Sunday  school,  Dec. 
28,  resulted  in  choosing  Bro.  Geo.  Miller  as  Super- 
intendent. The  past  year  brought  bright  blessings 
to  our  school,  our  regular  services  and  the  Bible 
school.     We  anticipate  still  more  this  year. 

After  an  absence  from  May  to  December,  Eld. 
P.  S.  Myers  returned,  having  accomplished  much 
for  the  Master's  cause.  He  spent  months  in  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  where  much  of  his  earlier  life 
was  passed,  and,  while  preaching  Jesus  to  the  peo- 
ple, he  was  not  unmindful  to  remind  them  of  the 
needs  of  the  cause  in  this  city.  He  spent  consider- 
able time  before  going  East  in  the  preparation  of  a 
Historical  Chart.  To  any  one  donating  a  dollar 
for  the  erection  of  a  churchhouse  in  this  city  he 
donated  a  chart,  and  still  does  so,  hence  any  one 
sending  him  a  dollar  both  gives  and  receives.  His 
address  is:  Corner  Sichel  and  Main  Streets. 

He  reported  S95  by  himself,  from  profits  on 
charts;  S125  from  donors,  and  S180  pledged,  mak- 
ing 8400  as  the  direct  result  of  his  efforts.  The 
members  are  very  grateful  to  all  the  givers  and  to 
Bro.  Myers  for  his  unselfishness  and  love  for  Jesus. 

The  all-around  helpful  principle  is  not  infracted 
by  this  method.  Many  of  the  members,  who  now 
are  called  upon  to  overcome  great  difficulties  in 
city  mission  work,  were  not  "behind  in  gifts"  in 
erecting  houses  where  they  came  from  and  now  be- 
ing enjoyed  by  those  who  remained. 

The  church  here  has  chosen  a  church  erection 
committee  with  a  view  of  selecting  a  site  and  pre- 
paring the  way  to  build. 

Nine  members  are  now  at  Inglewood,  thus  in- 
creasing the  membership  somewhat.  The  pros- 
pects for  much  good  work  are  encouraging.  Our 
church  councils  are  lovely  places. 

M.  M.  Eshelman. 


Echoes  from  the  Highway. 


A  few  more  hours  and  the  old  year  shall  have 
passed  away.  Before  it  goes  we  will  pen  a.  few 
echoes  from  this  sunset  land.  Last  Saturday  the 
members  of  this  congregation  came  together  here 
in  the  city,  and,  among  other  things,  considered 
the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee  to  select  a 
location,  procure  a  lot  and  look  after  the  arrange- 
ments towards  the  erection  of  a  churchhouse  here 
in  the  city.  Eld.  P.  S.  Myers  gave  a  report  of  his 
work  while  in  the  East,  and  how  liberal-hearted 
many  of  the  dear  members  were.  Even  little  chil- 
dren of  some  of  the  Sunday  schools  insisted  on 
having  the  privilege  of  helping  to  furnish  the 
means  to  build  a  meetinghouse  in  Los  Angeles,  and 
freely  they  responded.  God  will  surely  bless  the 
work! 

Bro.  Myers  asked  that  any  member  present  offer 
up  a  special  prayer  for  a  blessing  upon  all  who 
gave  of  their  means.  A  hearty  response  came 
from  all,  that  they  would  do  so,  and  I  am  sure  God 
will  graciously  hear  such  united,  earnest  petitions. 
Still  there  is  urgent  need  for  more  means. 

Members  are  still  moving  into  our  congregation, 
and  in  this  way  our  membership  is  increasing. 
Eld.  Thomas,  of  Iowa,  who  is  building  up,  by  his 
efforts,  a  colony  of  members  at  Inglewood,  some 
few  miles  southwest  of  the  city,  handed  in,  at  the 
council,  his  letter  of  membership.     Now  he  is  one 


of  our  elders,  standing,  in  relation  to  the  church, 
the  same  as  the  other  two  that  were  here,  as  it  is  a 
rule  of  this  District  that  all  elders  stand  alike  in 
their  duties  and  privileges.  A  brother  of  his,  who 
is  in  the  ministry,  has  also  lately  settled  in  our 
congregational  district.  Thus  another  laborer  in 
the  Word  has  been  added. 

In  our  last  "Echoes"  by  an  oversight  we  failed 
to  mention  that  our  dear  old  brother,  Paul  Wetzel, 
known  to  so  many  of  our  readers  as  a  valiant 
preacher  of  the  Gospel,  now  resides  here  in  our 
city,  and  is  as  full  of  energy  and  zeal  as  ever.  His 
words  of  counsel  in  our  meetings  are  much  appre- 
ciated. Bro.  C.  Wine  for  some  time  has  been  visit- 
ing our  section  of  country,  attending  our  meetings 
and  preaching  some  for  us.  It  is  quite  likely  that 
he,  too,  will  locate  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city.  In 
other  and  adjoining  congregations  brethren  are  mov- 
ing in,  so  that  the  good  work  goes  on  in  way  of  in- 
creasing the  bulk  of  salt  and  enlarging  the  powers 
of  the  Great  Search  Light  that  has  come  into  the 
world.  Evangelist  Hutchison  is  diligently  at  work, 
preaching  the  Gospel,  and  thus  confirming  the  faith 
of  the  children  of  God,  and  awaking  sinners  to  the 
necessity  of  fleeing  to  the  arms  of  mercy.  Here 
and  there  a  prodigal  comes  home,  so  that,  in  this 
way,  too,  numbers  are  being  added  to  the  fold  here 
in  Southern  California. 

To  our  beloved  Brotherhood  anywhere,  may  the 
New  Year  be  ushered  in  with  a  knowledge  of  re- 
newed responsibilities  upon  us,  as  a  people,  and  as 
1896  is  to  be  a  period  of  excitement  for  the  polit- 
ical world,  may  we  all  watch  and  pray  that  we  be 
not  partakers  of  their  Babylonish  customs.  "Come 
out  from  among  them,"  is  the  voice  of  our  Shep- 
herd. J.  S.  Flory. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


At  the  late  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Eastern  Penn 
sylvania  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  have  published  a 
synoptical  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
in  pamphlet  form  for  the  benefit  of  those  mem 
who  were  not  in  attendance,  so  they  might  learn 
what  is  being  done  at  such  a  meeting. 

It  was  further  ordered  that  the  reports  should  be 
distributed  free  of  charge,  for  which  purpose  a 
lection  was  held  at  the  meeting.  Now,  notice  that 
the  money  collected  there  does  not  near  pay  the 
penses,  and,  naturally,  the  question  presented  itself 
to  the  clerk,  "  How  shall  what  is  lacking  be  raised?" 

The  clerk,  believing  that  the  report  will  be  ap- 
preciated and  do  good,  and  that  one  thousand 
copies,  the  number  ordered,  was  rather  a  small 
number  for  the  purpose  to  be  attained,  he,  upon 
counseling  such  brethren  as  were  convenient,  and 
they  expressing  themselves  favorable  to  a  larger 
edition,  ordered  an  additional  one  thousand  copies, 
with  the  full  purpose  that  if  they  are  not  needed, 
he  will  bear  the  expenses  himself,  but  if  sold,  the 
profit  shall  go  into  the  treasury. 

Now,  notice  further  that  this  report  is  one-fourth 
as  large  as  last  year's  Annual  Meeting  Report,  is 
published  with  clear  type,  on  fine  paper,  and  bound 
with  a  good  cover;  and,  at  five  cents  apiece,  for  the 
two  thousand,  if  we  had  no  money  on  hand,  will 
leave  some  in  the  treasury.  I,  therefore,  as  Clerk, 
propose  that  all  those  concerned  take  this  matter 
into  consideration  and  act  as  to  them  seemeth  wise 
and  proper. 

I  will  send  to  the  different  churches  an  amount 
of  copies  equal  to  the  District  Meeting  Minutes, 
which,  as  was  ordered,  they  receive  gratis,  unless 
they  be  charitably  inclined.  If  any  want  more 
they  will  please  order  promptly  and  enclose  five 
cents  apiece.  When  only  one  is  ordered  enclose 
six  cents.  Those  from  other  State  Districts  can 
have  some  at  same  rate.  Geo.  Bucher. 

Kleinfellersvillc,  Pa. 


From  the  New  Field. 


What  changes  fleeting  time  brings!  During  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years  we  were  located  at 
Hickory   Grove,   Carroll   Co.,   111.     Now  we   have 


taken  up  our  abode  at  South  Bend,  Ind.  Six 
:ks  have  already  rolled  around  since  we  located 
here,  and  we  have  been  kept  busy  working  for  the 
Master  ever  since.  During  the  settlement  in  our 
home,  and  while  arranging  our  household 
goods  by  day,  we  wended  our  way  each  evening  to 
preach  the  Word  at  the  St.  Joseph  church.    This 

hurchhouse  is  erected  on  the  farm  of  our  aged 
brother,  Martin  Wcnger,  whose  farm  is  now  includ- 

d  within  the  corporation,  and  a  great  portion  of  it 
is  part  of  the  city.  His  children  are  members  of 
the  church,  and  Bro.  Hiram  Kreighbaum,  his  son- 
in-law,  is  the  elder  of  the  St.  Joseph  church.  He 
also  has  several  other  churches  under  his  super- 
vision, Bro.  C.  M.  Wenger  conducts  the  singing, 
which  is  soul-inspiring. 

We  next  preached  in  the  church  under  the  care 
of  Eld.  Daniel  Whitmer,  who  also  has  charge  of  the 
Portage  church.  Eld.  Whitmer's  church  is  called 
the  South  Bend  congregation.  The  district  line 
reaches  the  city,  where  the  boundary  lines  of  four 
churches  converge,  namely,  St.  Joseph,  St.  Joseph 
Valley,  Portage  and  South  Bend.  The  meeting- 
house of  the  South  Bend  district  is  situated  twelve 
miles  southwest  of  South  Bend  City.  Our  meet- 
ings in  the  latter  church  were  of  two  weeks'  dura- 
tion, but  the  attendance  was  much  hindered  by  the 
long  rainy  season.  We  had  good  interest,  however, 
and  large  congregations  near  the  close.     One  dear 
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At  this  writing  we  are  putting  forth  a  protracted 
effort  in  one  of  the  churchhouses  in  the  Portage 
congregation  in  which  we  are  located.  We  have 
two  Bible  classes  in  operation  in  the  city.  They 
meet,  one  on  Tuesday  and  the  other  on  Thursday 
evening.  I  trust  they  will  be  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing much  good.  In  this  way  we  can  concen- 
trate our  efforts  and  utilize  the  religious  talent 
scattered  throughout  the  city.  The  meetings  are 
held  alternately  at  the  members'  houses.  Our 
pleasant  talks  upon  Bible  topics,  singing,  and 
prayer  by  our  own  firesides,  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  winter  season,  are  most  desirable  and  pre-- 
cious.  We  fondly  hope  that  time  may  disclose 
good  results,  and  that  the  Lord  may  say  of  this 
municipality,  as  he  said  of  ancient  Corinth  of  yore, 
"  I  have  much  people  in  this  city." 

Thus  while  we  sail  on  time's  swift  wing, 

And  the  changing  seasons  roll, 
May  the  church  on  tier  blessed  mission  bring 

Glad  tidings  to  the  soul. 
We  all  compose  one  pilgrim  band, 

Far  sundered  though  we  be. 
We're  marching  to  the  glorious  land 
Of  immortality. 

Geo.  D.  Zollers, 
South  Bend,  hid. 


From  Limestone,  Ten 


On  Christmas  morning  I  boarded  the  train  for 
Concord,  to  fill  an  appointment  at  Choto,  Knox 
County,  in  the  evening,  but  missed  connection  in 
Knoxville,  and  had  to  wait  until  eight  o'clock;  so 
all  were  disappointed.  Next  morning  a  five  miles' 
walk,  through  rain,  brought  me  to  sister  Martha 
Early's,  near  the  church.  I  preached  at  night  and 
continued  until  Sunday.  I  held  six  meetings  in 
all.  The  meetings  were  not  large  on  account  of 
not  being  known.  We  only  have  a  few  members 
here  and  no  regular  meetings.  We  have  a  good 
house  of  worship.  (I  say  "we,"  for  it  belongs  to 
the  church  as  a  body, — the  District  and  the  Gen- 
eral Mission  built  nearly  the  entire  house.)  The 
members  are  few  in  number  and  think  they  are 
neglected.  They  seem  to  be  earnest  and  faithful, 
uld  any  of  our  ministers  be  passing  near  by 
they  will  be  glad  to  have  you  stop  and  preach  for 
em.  You  will  be  met  at  Concord,  by  addressing 
ro.  Isaac  Tipton,  Rodelm,  Tenn. 
On  Sunday  I  crossed  the  Tennessee  River  to 
visit  the  little  band  in  Blount  County,  known  as 
Oakl  ind  church.  I  met  Bro.  Joe  Frye,  of 
Maryville,  at  Bro.  Klepper's,  but,  owing  to  rain  and 
/,  we  had  no  meeting  at  the  church,  though  we 
what  we  could  to  encourage  them,  reminding 
them  of  Matt.  5;  10-12,  Gal.  6:  9,  and  other  Scrip 
tures  of  like  import. 
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While  our  meetings  were  not  as  we  would  have 
wished,  we  certainly  feel  satisfied  that  we  did  much 
good  in  visiting  these  isolated  ones.  My  prayer  is 
that  they  may  soon  have  monthly  meetings.  I  was 
reminded  of  our  Savior's  words,  "  The  harvest  truly 
is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  arc  few."  Matt.  9:  37. 
P.  D.  Reed. 


The  Bible  Normal  of  AlcPherson,  Kans. 


be- 


The  Bible  Normal  at  McPherson,  K; 
gin  Jan.  27  and  continue  to  Feb.  15.  The  entire 
field  of  "  Bible  Geography  "  will  be  covered.  "  Old 
Testament  History,"  "The  Life  and  Ministry  of 
Christ,"  "The  Institutions  of  the  Bible,"  "Rela- 
tion of  the  Old  Testament  to  the  New,"  "  Chapter 
and  Text  Analysis,"  Bible  Reading,  "Doctrinal 
Subjects,"  etc.,  will  form  a  part  of  the  program. 
Able  instructors  are  engaged.  Expenses  will  be 
moderate.  Instruction  free.  A  hearty  invitation 
is  extended  to  attend.  S,  Z.  Sharp. 


Notice  to  the  Churches  of  Northwestern  Ohio. 

All  that  have  not  paid  the  assessment  appor- 
tioned to  them  by  the  District  Meeting  of  1895 
for  home  mission  work,  will  please  remit  at  least 
before  March  I,  1896,  to  Solomon  Rodabaugh, 
New  Stark,  Ohio.  The  general  expenses  should 
be  reported  to  Jacob  Weaver,  Lima,  Ohio. 
L.  C,  Schubert, 

Sec.  of  Mission  Board. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"Aa  cold  vvntc-r  lo  n  tlitrsty  soul,  st  i<  c 1  oi-ws  Ironi  n  fnr  country." 


Linville  Creek  Congregation,  Va.— Dec.  14  Bro. 
S.  F.  Sanger  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  town  of 
New  Market.  He  preached,  in  all,  eleven  sermons. 
He  did  not  shun  to  declare  the  plain  teachings  of 
the  Savior.—  Fannie  H.  Roller,  New  Market,  Va. 

Cherry  Lane,  Pa.— Bro.  William  Ritchey,  one  of 
our  home  ministers,  began  a  series  of  meetings  here 
Dec.  5,  and  preached  eleven  soul-reviving  sermons. 
One  precious  soul  confessed  Christ  and  united  with 
the  church.  Bro.  Ritchey  goes  from  here  to  other 
fields  of  labor—  F.  S.  Bowen. 

Ashland,  Ore.— The  Brethren  of  the  Rogue 
River  Valley  church  met  for  quarterly  council 
Jan.   4.     All   business   before   the    meeting   passed 
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off  pleasantly.    The  c 
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a   heart-cheering   sermo 
M.  M.  Carl,  Jan.  7. 

Cart  Creek,  Ind.— Brc 
Ind.,  came  to  us  Dec.  28 
A  great  interest  was  manifested 
Our  Sunday  school  at  this  place  L 
condition.     This  is  the  first  time   we  attempted  to 
have  a  Sunday  school  through  the  winter.     We  find 
we  have  a  better  attendance  during  the  winter  than 
the  summer.— Otho  Winger,  Sweetser,  Ind. 

Jonathan  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— During  1S95, 
this  church  had  a  goodly  share  of  both  joy  and  sor- 
row. We  rejoiced  in  having  twenty  come  into  the 
church  by  baptism,  but  regretted  to  lose  six  mem- 
bers by  death.  Two  young  people  who  "were  mem- 
bers' children,  had  set  a  time  to  join  the  Brethren 
church,  but  death  came  before  the  appointed  time. 
Jacob  Lcckrone. 

North  Beatrice,  Nebr.— We  just  closed  a  three 
weeks'  series  of  meetings  in  Pickrell,  conducted  by 
our  home  ministers.  We  have  two  applicants  for 
baptism.  We  feel  that  there  has  been  seed  sown, 
that  ere  long  will  bring  good  fruit.  We  also  re-or- 
ganized our  Sunday  school  with  C.  H.  Price  and  J.  C. 
Burke  as  Superintendents.—/)/.  L.  So/lenberper,  Beat- 
rice, Nebr.,  Jan.  6. 

Free  Spring,  Pa.-Bro.  Edwin  C.  Book,  of 
Blaine,  Perry  Co.,  has  closed  a  series  of  meetings 
here.  After  delivering  six  able  sermons  he  took  a 
bad  cold  and  broke  down  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  2,  and  the  work  was  taken  up  by  our  home 
brethren-Andrew  Bashore,  Solomon  Kauffman, 
and  C.  Winey,  until  Sunday  night,  with  no  addition 
to  the  church.—//;  H.  Jones,  Jan.  7. 


TUS    GOSPEL    MESSZEIN-Q-iEill. 

West  Dayton  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  David  Wine, 
of  Covington,  preached  for  us  two  good  sermons. 
Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  was  here  and  preached  for 
us  on  the  5th.— Elmer  Womlwld,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Elk  Lick,  Pa.  -The  Elk  Lick  church,  Pa.,  met  in 
quarterly  council  Jan.  4.  Considerable  business 
came  before  the  meeting;,  but  was  disposed  of  in  a 
very  pleasant  way.  We  also  reorganized  our  Sab- 
bath school  by  appointing  Bro.  Abram  Maust,  Sup- 
erintendent. Bro.  S.  F.  Sanger  was  with  us  at  our 
council,  and  also  did  some  very  acceptable  preach- 
ing for  us.—  W.  A.  Gamtt,  Jan.  7. 

Macedon,  Ohio. — Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman  came  to 
this  place  Dec.  14,  and  remained  until  Dec.  31, 
preaching  in  all  twenty-one  sermons.  He  was  as- 
sisted one  week  by  Bro.  Baker.  Good  congrega- 
tions and  attentive  listeners  greeted  him  through 
the  meetings.  His  great  anxiety  for  the  salvation 
of  souls  and  his  kind  and  plain  way  of  preaching  to 
the  people  is  a  power  for  good. — B.  G.  Turner. 

Norton,  Kans.— Our  quarterly  council  occurred 
Jan.  4.  Nine  members  have  united  with  the  Maple 
Grove  church  since  my  last  report, — six  by  letter 
and  three  were  reinstated.  We  have  reorganized 
our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  A.  J.  Wertenberger  was 
chosen  as  Superintendent  and  Bro.  Leslie  Garbpr, 
Assistant.  Our  Sunday  school  uses  the  Young  Dis- 
ciple and  the  Brethren's  Quarterly. — Aldula  Throne, 
Jan.  0. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.  —We  met  at  our  usual  place  for 
Sunday  school  Jan.  5.  The  school  was  well  repre- 
sented. We  thought  best  to  continue  our  Sunday 
school  for  the  year.  We  concluded  to  use  the  New 
Testament.  Our  lesson  was,  "  The  Bread  of  Life," 
John  6:  25-42.  We  have  a  B'ble  reading  every 
Tuesday  evening.  We  have  the  promise  of  some 
ministers  to  come  and  hold  some  meetings. 
— D.  M.  Ross,  Jan.  S. 

Kingsley,  Iowa.— Bro.  H.  R.  Taylor,  of  Deep 
River,  Iowa,  began  a  series  of  meetings  on  the  ev- 
ening of  Dec.  7,  and  continued  two  weeks  at  our 
churchhouse  west  of  Kingsley.  We  then  went  to 
our  east  house  and  continued  one  week.  The 
meetings  closed  at  both  places  with  a  good  inter- 
est. Two, — a  husband  and  wife  were  received  by 
confession  and  baptism  at  the  west  church  during 
the  meetings. — Albert  Nicodemus. 

Lyle,  Washington.— A  minister  is  wanted  in 
Klickitat  County,  Washington.  We  have  seven 
members,  some  of  whom  are  faithful  workers  for 
the  Master.  We  had  our  first  prayer-meeting  on 
Christmas  Day.  Five  were  present.  We  expect  to 
have  a  meeting  every  Wednesday,  no  providential 
hindrance.  Our,  meeting  to-day  was  grand.  All 
were  filled  with  love.  The  frozen  hearts  were  warmed 
up.     Nine  were  present.—  C.  Spongier,  Jan.  1. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa. — Our  council- 
meeting  convened  on  New  Year's  Day.  All  busi- 
ness passed  off  in  a  pleasant  manner.  This  church 
has  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  some  time 
during  the  spring.  Our  Sunday  school  is  doing 
good  work.  The  members  in  Waterloo  re-organized 
their  Sunday  school  on  New  Year's  eve.  They  al- 
so decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  some  time 
during  the  winter.— J.  H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Croake,  111.— Bro.  Nevinger  held  a  series  of 
meetings  for  us  in  the  Christian  church.  He  gave 
us  twelve  sermons.  Though  the  weather  was  un- 
favorable, yet  the  congregations  increased  at  each 
meeting  until  the  house  was  full.  These  meetings 
will  make  the  people  think  and  read  for  themselves, 
and  we  think  that  much  good  will  result.  The 
seed  has  been  sown  now,  and  there  will  be  a  good 
harvest  at  this  place.— W.  A.  Knapp,  Dec.  30. 

Burnettsville,  Ind.— Eld.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, came  to  us  Dec.  13,  preaching,  in  all,  nine- 
teen discourses.  The  first  six  services  were  held  in 
the  town  of  Idaville,  after  which  the  meetings  were 
held  in  our  own  house  of  worship  in  Burnettsville. 
One  young  lady  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  The 
members  were  much  built  up.  We  also  decided  to 
continue  our  Sunday  school  during  the  winter — D 
A.  Mertz,  Jan.  8. 
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Newton  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  com- 
menced preaching  for  us  Dec.  20,  and  continued 
until  Jan.  7.  Three  were  added  to  the  church,  and 
the  membership  much  encouraged. — D.  D.  IVine, 
Covington,  Ohio,  Jan.  8 

Lenox,  Iowa. — We  have  now  moved  from  the 
South  River  church  to  a  place  where  there  is  no 
churchhouse.  Only  a  few  members  live  here,  but 
there  is  preaching  by  the  Brethren  every  two 
weeks.  This  is  a  missionary  point.  Bro.  John  P. 
Bailey  is  going  to  move  here  in  the  spring.  We 
think  there  is  a  grand  opening  at  this  place.  It 
made  our  hearts  sad  to  leave  the  little  band  of 
workers  at  South  River. — Meda  Caskcy,  Jan.  8. 

Louisiana  Mission  Fruits.— The  writer  began  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  Roanoke  church  on 
Christmas  Day,  and  continued  till  Jan.  5.  I 
preached,  in  all,  ten  sermons  Congregations  were 
small.  During  the  meetings  I  never  saw  a  native  of 
this  country  at  church.  We  never  knew  how  to  ap- 
preciate crowded  houses  until  now.  At  the  close 
of  our  meetings  six  young  people  came  out  and  ap-  (C 
plied  for  membership.— C.  D.  Hylton,  Roanoke.  La. 

Washington,  Kans.— Much  business  came  before  ' 
our  quarterly  council,  Dec.  14.  It  was  disposed  of 
in  a  Christian-like  spirit.  New  Sunday  school  offi- 
cers were  elected.  Our  school  is  fast  increasing  in; 
attendance.  Our  social  prayer  meetings  are  very 
interesting.  One  dear  young  sister  was  anointed. 
She  needs  the  prayers  of  all  Christian  people  for 
her  little  children  and  especially  for  her  companion,, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  ministry  .^lizzie  Gauby,. 
Dec.  l7. 

Lititz,  Pa.— The  members  of  the  Lexington 
church  enjoyed  a  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by 
Bro.  Benj.  Hottle,  of  Passer,  Pa.  The  meetings  be- 
gan Dec,  21,  and  continued  each  night  until  Jan.  I. 
Hottle  labored  very  earnestly  for  us.  We,  as 
brethren  and  sisters,  were  greatly  encouraged,  and 
were  warned  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 
Three  precious  souls  became  willing  to  forsake  sin, 
and  we  hope  others  are  counting  the  cost. — Bessie-  3 
S.  Minnich,  Jan.  5. 

Sumption  Prairie,  Ind.— Bro.  G.  D.  Zollers 
closed  a  series  of  meetings  Dec.  29,  in  the  South 
Bend  District.  He  delivered  sixteen  excellent  ser- 
mons. We  feel  that  the  church  was  strengthened. 
Owing  to  the  inclement  weather  the  first  week  the 
congregations  were  small,  after  which  an  interest 
was  manifested,  our  large  house  being  well  filled. 
One  sister  was  reclaimed,  while  others  were  nearly 
persuaded  to  join  in  with  the  people  of  God.— Isaac 
Whitmer,  Jan.  5. 

Avilla,  Mo.— Our  elder,  Christian  Holdeman,  is 
suffering  greatly  with  a  sore  caused  from  a  broken 
leg  some  six  years  ago.  Lancing  has  already  been 
necessary.  The  Doctor  says  it  will  require  the 
most  skillful  care  and  treatment,  to  prevent  the  ne- 
cessity of  amputation.  Just  one  week  ago  he 
thought  it  was  rheumatism.  Last  Sunday  he  was 
able  to  be  on  his  feet  but  a  few  minutes  while 
preaching.  Our  sincere  prayers  are  for  his  speedy 
recovery. — J.  K.  Shively,  Dec.  20. 

Chiques  Church,  Pa.— On  Nov.  30  we  started  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  at  the  Fairview  house.  Bro.  Hiram 
Gibble  preached  twelve  sermons.  Two  expressed 
their  desire  to  unite  with  the  children  of  God. 
One,  that  had  wandered  from  the  fold,  returned. 
Dec.  22,  a  series  of  meetings  commenced  at  the 
Chiques  house.  Brethren  Amos  Hottenstein  and 
Henry  Sonnon  preached  twelve  sermons.  Nine  / 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  many  are  counting  / 
the  cost. — P.  C.  Geib,  Mastersonvillc.  Pa. 

Greenwood  Church,  Mo.— On  Christmas  Day  we 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Greenwood 
church  by  the  home  ministry,  which  continued  till 
Jan.  5.  One  dear  sister  was  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism.  During  the  meetings  we  were 
visited  by  members  of  the  Cabool  church,  includ- 
ing their  ministers— brethren  J.  T.  Mason  and  F. 
W.  Dove,— who  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the 
ministry.  This  gave  much  encouragement  to  the 
members  and  solemn  warning  to  sinners. — J.  J. 
Troxel,  Mountain  Grove,  Mo. 
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Burr  Oak,  Kans.-Bro.  C.  S.  Holsinger  has  just 
closed  an  interesting  series  of  meetings  at  this 
place.  Much  good  has  been  done.  May  the  Lord 
bless  his  work  everywhere! — C.  5.  Hoff,  Jan  6 

Manheim,  Pa.— We  are  just  about  closing  a  very 
interesting  series  of  meetings  in  Manheim.  The 
attendance  and  attention  were  very  good  all  along. 
So  far  two  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Brethren 
Elias  Landis  and  Joseph  Auker  are  here,  holding 
the  meetings.  They  preach  the  Word  in  its  primi- 
tive purity. — Anna  E.  Light,  Jan.  g. 

Mallard,  Iowa.— Bro.  B.  F.  Miller,  of  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa,  came  here  again  Dec.  27,  and 
preached  for  us  Friday  evening,  Saturday  evening, 
Sunday  morning  and  evening.  We  had  good  con- 
gregations, especially  Sunday.  The  people  were 
very  attentive.  The  meetings  are  growing  in  in- 
terest. Bro.  Miller  preached  some  interesting  and 
soul-cheering  sermons.  The  Mission  Board  has 
decided  to  send  us  some  one  else  in  Bro.  Miller's 
place,  but  we  have  become  so  attached  to  him, 
that  we  are  loath  to  give  him  up.— Katie  Balm  Treat, 
Dec.  31. 

North  Morrill  Church,  Kans.— Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  Jan.  7.  While  considerable  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting,  all  was  disposed  of, 
we  think,  satisfactorily,  and  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  church.  We  pray  for  the  day  when  less  of  the 
time  at  our  church  councils  will  be  taken  up  in  get- 
ting members  in  the  line  of  duty,  and  more  time 
may  be  given  to  discussing  ways  and  means  of  ad- 
vancing Christ's  kingdom  on  earth,  and  to  the  mis- 
sionary interests  of  the  church.  The  church  decid- 
ed to  hold  a  Bible  Normal  in  Morrill  next  winter. — 
T.  A.  Eisenbise. 

Derby,  Iowa. — Bro.  Peter  Brower,  from  South 
English,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa,  came  to  our  place  on 
the  evening  of  Dec.  30,  and  held  one  meeting  in  the 
Murry  schoolhouse.  He  then  commenced  meet- 
ings two  miles  east  at  the  Park  schoolhouse.  Bro. 
Lewis  Kob  came  to  his  assistance,  and  both  held 
forth  the  Word  with  power.  The  first  two  meet- 
ings were  small;  the  rest  of  the  time  we  had  a  full 
house,  and  good  attention.  The  meeting  closed  on 
the  evening  of  Jan.  7,  with  two  applicants  for  bap- 
tism. Baptism  was  deferred  for  the  time  being. — 
Martin  Helsel,  Jan.  10. 

Rock  Run,  Illd.— Bro  J.  Nusbaum,  of  Wakarusa, 
Ind.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  Goshen,  Ind.,  at 
the  hall,  and  continued  nearly  two  weeks  with  good 
interest,  the  hall  being  filled  every  evening.  Two 
precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Our 
special  council  was  held  Dec.  27.  All  was  disposed 
of.  Brethren  I.  D.  Parker,  J.  H.  Miller,  A.  Neff, 
and  L.  Hoke  were  present.  One  dear  soul  was  re- 
ceived back  again  after  an  absence  from  the  fold 
for  about  ten  years.  She  came  with  as  good  a  con- 
fession as  we  ever  heard.  It  was  good  for  all.— R. 
W.  Davenport,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  0. 

Keuka,  Fla.— The  members  here  met  in  quarterly 
council  Jan.  1.  There  was  very  little  business  to 
come  before  the  meeting.  Our  dear  elder,  E.  J. 
Neher  gave  us  a  very  saintly  admonition.  Bro.  J. 
C.  Lahman  was  with  us  and  also  gave  us  good  food 
for  thought.  On  New  Year's  evening  Bro.  Lah- 
man gave  us  a  very  good  sermon,  which,  I  think, 
was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  We  are  having  much 
cold  weather  for  our  southern  clime.  I  think  our 
Sunday  school  Quarterlies  are  the  best  I  ever  saw. 
Certainly  time  and  money  alone  could  bring  them 
to  such  a  high  standard.— J.  /.  Miller,  Jan.  6. 

Painter  Creek,  Ohio— Bro.  Wm.  Bowser,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  began  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Painter  Creek  house  of  the  Ludlow  District,  Dec. 
21,  continuing  until  Jan.  6.  The  congregation,  on 
several  occasions,  numbered  over  six  hundred. 
Each  sermon  was  full  of  interesting  and  practical 
thoughts.  Five  were  received  into  the  fold  by  bap- 
5"  tism.  Others  have  been  induced  to  consider 
what  it  will  cost  not  to  be  a  Christian,  and  are  seem- 
ingly near  the  kingdom,  while  the  members  in  gen- 
eral have  been  strengthened  and  encouraged  to 
press  on  in  the  good  work—  Levi  Minnich,  Jan.  6. 


Manheim,  Pa.— Our  meetings  closed  last  night. 
Two  more  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  This 
makes  four  in  all.  The  house  was  filled  to  its  ut- 
most seating  capacity.  The  order  and  interest  were 
good  all  through  our  meetings.— Anna  E.  Light, 
Jan.  10. 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.— The  members  of  the  Cerro 
Gordo  church  met  in  quarterly  council  Jan.  I.  We 
raised  S137  for  church  expenses  and  District  Mis- 
sion. One  was  received  by  letter.  One  was  re- 
claimed since  last  report  from  this  church.  Our 
Sunday  school  was  reorganized  Dec.  29.  Bro. 
William  Gara  was  elected  Superintendent!  Bro. 
Noah  Waggoner,  Assistant.  We  have  social  meet- 
ing every  Tuesday  evening,  and  teachers'  meeting 
every  Thursday  evening.— Sallie  E.  Cart,  Jan.  4. 

Black  River,  Mich.— Bro.  Thurston  Miller,  of  La 
Porte,  Ind.,  recently  preached  for  us  about  three 
weeks.  We  have  attentive  audiences;  good  and  in- 
creasing interest.  Members  were  built  up  and 
encouraged.  Bro.  Miller  has  endeared  himself  to 
the  members  here,  and  we  regret  to  see  him  leave. 
He  was  with  us  at  our  last  quarterly  council,  held 
at  Bro  Chris.  Funk's.  At  this  meeting  one  was  re- 
claimed. Steps  were  taken  to  go  on  prepiring  to 
build  a  meetinghouse.  Our  next  quarterly  council 
is  to  be  held  the  last  Saturday  in  March  at  Bro. 
Philip  Barnes.'— Cyrus  Wallick,  Bloomingdale,  Mich., 
fan-  9- 

(  Lodging  Arrangements  for  Annual  Meeting.— 
The  committee  have  procured  five  hundred  tents, 
10x14  feet  in  size,  which  will  accommodate  ten  peo- 
ple. These  we  will  rent  for  the  term  at  Si. 50  per 
tent,  supplied  with  plenty  of  straw.  Those  wanting 
floored  tents,  with  straw,  can  have  them  at  84  00 
per  tent.  Tents  can  be  secured  now,  at  any  time, 
by  sending  the  amount  to  the  secretary,  who  will 
give  receipt  with  number  of  tent.  Those  ordering 
first  will  have  the  advantage  of  the  nearest  location 
to  the  tabernacle.  The  Standing  Committee  will  be 
lodged  on  the  ground  free  of  charge. — /.  //.  Crist, 
Secy,  Gardner,  Kans. 

West  Conestoga,  Pa. — The  Brethren  of  West 
Conestoga  church  held  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Lexington  churchhouse  It  commenced  Dec.  21 
and  closed  Jan.  I.  It  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Hot- 
tel  from  Bucks  County,  in  the  German  language,  but 
the  meeting  closed  entirely  too  soon.  Four  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Bro.  Imler,  of  the  Lancas- 
ter City  church,  was  also  present  at  one  meeting. 
He  gave  us  a  few  encouraging  words.  Bro.  Click, 
of  Virginia,  was  also  present  at  a  few  meetings. 
He  is  conducting  a  singing  school  here,  so  you  can 
see  we  have  plenty  of  good  food  to  live  on,  now  at 
present.— Katie  ^/iriner. 

Glen  Rock,  Nebr.— The  outlook  for  Sunday 
school  work  is  promising.  In  the  Pawnee  and 
Falls  City  churches  it  was  not  favorable  to  organize 
this  winter,  though  some  of  the  members  were  very 
much  in  favor  of  an  evergreen  school.  At  this 
point  we  organized  last  evening,  with  prospects  of 
an  interesting  school.  Last  Sunday,  Jan.  5,  Bro. 
William  Mohler  baptized  one  sister.  I  will  visit 
next  the  Weeping  Water  church.  Then  I  go  to 
Lincoln,  about  the  13th,  and  to  Octavia,  the  16th. 
I  will  be  home  near  the  20th.  Those  who  wish  to 
correspond  with  me  can  be  governed  by  these  dates. 
—James  A.  Flory,  State  Superintendent  of  Sunday 
schools,  Jan.  7. 

Isolated.— Accidentally  I  came  in  possession  of 
a  copy  of  your  paper.  I  heartily  indorse  your  doc- 
trine. My  wife  is  a  member  of  your  church,  hav- 
ing united  with  the  same  in  Iowa,  in  1870.  Since 
we  moved  to  Colorado,  in  1888,  she  has  not  been 
able  to  attend  church  on  account  of  there  being  no 
Brethren's  church  here.  I  am  not  a  member  of 
the  church,  but  I  expect  to  unite  with  it  as  soon 
as  I  am  afforded  the  opportunity.  So  you  can  im- 
agine what  a  welcome  visitor  the  Messenger  will 
be  in  our  family.  After  I  receive  your  paper  and 
my  friends  see  it,  I  may  be  able  to  introduce  it 
elsewhere.  Anything  that  I  can  do  for  the  paper 
and  the  church,  with  God's  help,  I  will  do  it.— J. 
B.  Looper,  Fredonia,  Colo, 


Mansfield,  III.— The  Blue  Ridge  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Jan.  4.  The  church  was  not  so 
well  represented  as  might  have  been,  but,  with 
those  present,  the  spirit  of  love  and  good  will  pre- 
vailed. The  church  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  near  future.  —  Bcrnice  Ashmore, 
Jan.  10. 

Palestine  Church,  Ohio.— Nov.  23,  Bro.  David 
Filbrum,  of  Brant,  Ohio,  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  at  our  Beech  Grove  house,  and  continued 
until  Dec.  15.  Dec.  21,  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger,  of 
Covington,  Ohio,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
at  our  Wist  Branch  house,  and  continued  until 
Jan.  7.  Both  meetings  closed  with  a  good  interest. 
As  a  result  the  members  enjoyed  a  spiritual  feast, 
and  fourteen  converts  were  made  to  walk  in  newness 
of  life.  Two  were  reclaimed.— Daniel  Bailsman, 
Baker,  Ohio,  Jan.  8. 

Greenland  Church,  W.  Va  —  Dec.  n,  Bro.  Jonas 
Fike,  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  began  a  series  of  meetings 
at  the  Eureka  schoolhouse  and  continued  until  the 
20th,  preaching  eleven  sermons.  Five  precious 
souls  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
The  meetings  closed  with  excellent  interest.  Bro. 
Fike  preached  two  sermons  at  our  meetinghouse. 
Dec.  23,  Bro.  Silas  Hoover,  of  Bills,  Pa.,  came  to  us 
and  preached  for  us  until  Jan.  5,  preaching  sixteen 
sermons.  As  an  immediate  result,  twenty-five 
precious  souls  were  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism, and  one,  who  had  wandered  away  from  the 
fold,  was  restored.  We  have  never  had  such  a  re- 
vival among  us,  and  all  of  our  members  are  rejoic- 
ing.— Dennis  Clarke,  Mnysville,  IV.  Va. 

Lewiston,  Minn. — A  series  of  meetings  began 
in  our  congregation  Dec.  n  and  closed  Dec.  25. 
Bro.  O.  J.  B,caver,  of  Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  did 
the  preaching.  He  was  also  with  us  at  our  love 
feast  in  November  and  held  meetings  from  Nov. 
5  to  13.  He  was  then  called  home  to  attend  to 
some  matters  there.  Upon  his  return  he  continued 
the  meetings,  as  above  mentioned;  also  held  two 
meetings  at  Minnesota  City,  where  a  number  of 
brethren  reside.  We  also  held  services  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  at  which  a  free-will  offering  was  made, 
amounting  to  824.04.  At  our  council-meeting, 
held  Jan.  4,  &10.00  of  the  above  amount  was  given 
to  the  General  Mission,  $5.00  to  the  Asia  Minor 
Mission  and  85.00  to  the  India  Mission.— J.  H. 
Wirt,  Jan.  o. 

Hope,  Kans.— Sometime  since,  perhaps  in  No- 
vember, the  Messenger  gave  the  information  that 
J.  D.  Trostle  and  son  were  in  Wisconsin  looking 
for  a  home,  when  it  should  have  been  J.  W.  Trostle 
and  son.  It  also  gave  J,  W.  the  credit  of  being  in 
Wichita,  holding  meetings,  when  it  was  J.  D.  I 
make  this  correction,  as  there  seem  to  be  false 
impressions  made,  calculated  to  make  others  dis- 
satisfied with  the  country.  There  is  much  rest- 
lessness among  the  people  of  Kansas,  because  of 
the  failure  of  crops  during  the  last  few  years. 
The  writer  is  not  thinkingof  changing  his  location, 
as  yet,  but  he  is  journeying  toward  his  heavenly 
home  where  he  expects  to  arrive  before  very  long. 
We  are  much  pleased  with  the  improvement  of  the 
Messenger. —  J.D.  Trostle,  Jan.  7. 

Sandstone,  Mo.— Bro.  W.  H.  Miller,  from  Cedar 
County,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  thirteen 
miles  southeast  of  the  Nevada  church.  He 
preached  mostly  doctrinal  sermons,  as  the  doctrine 
of  the  Brethren  was  new  to  a  great  many,  but  the 
interest  was  good  from  the  start,  and  became  more 
interesting  every  evening.  One  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side  and  was  baptized.  His  wife  was  're- 
ceived into  the  church  several  months  previous. 
Several  others  were  fully  persuaded  in  their  own 
minds  and  promised  to  unite  with  us  soon.  The 
weather  was  very  unpleasant  during  the  meetings. 
We  hau  rain  three  days,  and  the  roads  became  very 
bad,  so  the  meeting  closed  Dec.  25.  Bro.  Miller  is 
a  good  expounder  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  so  that  all 
could  understand  the  plain  truth.  While  with  us, 
Bro.  Miller'  rmde  a  great  many  friends.  Inquiry 
was  made  when  he  would  return  again. — A.  I.  Mil- 
ler. 
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Jewell,  Ohio— Bro. 
began    a    series    of 
North  Poplar  Ridge 
Co.,  Ohio,   Dec.    14,  i 
til  the  26th.     He  labi 


George  Sellers 
neetings  in  th< 
:hurch,  Defianci 
nd  remained  un 
red  faithfully  in 


Word  and  doctrine  and  did  not  forget 
to  urge  the  members  to  a  higher  life. 
Two  young  souls  were  brought  to 
Christ  and  others  seemed  to  be  count- 
ing the  cost.  The  inclemency  of  the 
weather  was  much  against  us,  as  we 
had  much  rain.— Sarah  M.  Hornisli. 

Upper  Twin  Church,  Ohio.— The 
last  to  seek  refuge  in  the  "  Rock  of 
Ages  "  here  are  three  who  entered  the 
fold  during  Bro.  Samuel  Homing's 
meetings  at  Sugar  Hill.  These  glori- 
ous meetings  began  on  the  evening  of 
Dec.  12,  and  continued  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  29th.  The  results  of  the 
meetings  are  not  known.  Eternity 
alone  will  reveal  that.  Bro.  Horning, 
we  think,  fully  discharged  his  duty, 
and  the  Lord  will  reward  him  abun- 
dantly. Our  church  is  much  revived 
and  a  general  good  feeling  prevails. 
We  expect  Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  at  out 
central  house  in  a  few  days. — A.  G. 
Crasswhite,  Gratis,  Ohio,  Jan.  1. 

Manvel,  Texas.— The  church  at  th 
place  has  just  closed  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Eld 
George  Shamberger,  of  Louisiana 
He  commenced  preaching  Dec.  17  anc 
continued  until  the  evening  of  the 
28th,  preaching,  in  all,  fifteen  sermons 
We  had  an  enjoyable  season  togethtr 
The  hearts  of  all  seemed  to  be  cheered 
and  greatly  encouraged  to  labor  fo 
a   greater    degree    of    holiness.     Bro 


day  evening,   Bible  class  on  Saturday 
evening  and  preaching  every  Sunday 


A  spiritually  minded  per: 
help  but  enjoy  these  privil 
Johnson,  Jan.  5. 
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ably  defending  the  Truth. 

terly  council,  held  Dec.  28,  passed  off 

pleasantly.     Our   elder   was    with    us, 

but,  on  account  of  his  feebleness,  Bro. 

Miller   took   charge   of    the    meeting. 

Two    were    received   by  letter. — Cora 

Moore. 

North  Morrill  Church,  Kans.— The 
members  of  this  church  have  built 
a  new  house  of  worship  in  the  town 
of  Morrill,  which  was  dedicated  the 
last  Sunday  of  the  old  year.  Bro.  S. 
Z.  Sharp  delivered  the  dedicatory  ser- 
mon to  a  house  that  was  packed  to 
its  utmost  capacity.  Bro.  Sharp  dwelt 
at  length  upon  the  importance  of  the 
members  dedicating  themselves  as  a 
church  unto  the  Lord,  as  well  as  the 
house  of  worship.  His  preaching  has 
done  much  to  the  encouragement  of 
the  members  and  we  think  many  new 
resolves  have  been  made,  to  live  holi- 
er, higher  and  more  consecrated  lives 
in  the  future.  May  the  cause  of  the 
Master  prosper,  is  our  prayer!— T  A 
Eisenbise,  Jan.  2. 

Meyersdale,  Pa.— Jan.  1  we  held  our 
council,  to  hear  reports  of  finance 
and  other  committees.  The 
were  satisfactory.  One  hund 
four  sermons  were  preached  during 
the  year,  seventy-seven  by  the  home 
ministers.  The  sum  of  S50  00  that  was 
raised  at  our  Thanksgiving  service, 
was  ordered  sent  to  the  General  Mis- 
sion Fund  and  $20.53,  that  was  silent- 
ly gathered  by  the  little  contribution 
box  on  the  church-door,  was  ordered 
sent  to  the  Asia  Minor  mission.  The 
writer  was  chosen  corresponding  sec- 
retary. The  church  has  reason  to 
rejoice  in  the  work  here.  We  have 
an  evergreen  Sunday  school  of  about 
140  or  150,  prayer  meeting  on  Wednes- 
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COGHlLL-McWHIRT.—  At  the  residence 
of  the  undersigned,  near  Fandon,  111.,  Dec, 
29,  1895,  Mr.  Charles  Coghill  and  Miss  Annie 
McWhirt,  all  of  McDonough  County,  111. 

Isaac  L.  Mvehs. 
FAHNESTOCK— SELVEY— At 'the  home 
of  the  bride,  in  Sedalia,  Mo.,   Dec.   26,   l8ys, 
Bro.    Jacob    Fahnestock,    of    Deep    Water, 

Henry  Co.,  Mo.,  to  sister Selvey. 

Lizzie  Fahnestock. 
ARTIS— EDGECOMB.— At    the    residence 
of  the  bride's  parents,  Bro.  Wilson  and  sister 
Mary  Edgecomb,  Nov.  27,  1895,  by  the  under- 
igned,  George  W,  Artis,  of  Pike's  Peak,  Ind., 
and  Minnie  Edgecomb,  of  Piatt  County,  111. 
S.  S.  Miller. 
DECKER-BYER.— At    the    residence    of 
the  bride's  parents,  B.  M.  Byer,  at  Glendale, 
Ariz.,  Dec.  31,  1895,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr. 
B.  L.  Decker  and  Miss  L.  C.  Byer,  both  of 
Glendale.  Peter  Forney. 

OVERHOLTZER— HOFF— By  the  under- 
signed, Dec.  24,  1895,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents,  in  Pomona,  Cal.,  Prof.  A.  Over 
holtzer,  of  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  and  sister  Maret; 
Hon",  of  Pomona,  Cal.        B.  F.  Masterson. 
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LONG.— In  the  Rav< 
ford  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  26, 
aged  45  years,  9  months 

tantly   killed 


riler,  assisted  by  Bro. 
14:  13,  to  a  large  con- 
J.  Weikich. 

n  Run  church,  Bed- 
895,  Bro.  John  Lnng, 
and  22  days.  He  was 
Iroad  accident.     Bro. 


■  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  ... 


KINER.— At  the  U.  B.  church,  northeast 
ol  Heyser,  Kans.,  Dec.  is,  1895,  of  typhoid 
fever,  son  of  Mr.  Jacob  and  sister  Kiner,  aged 
26  years,  6  months  and  9  days.  His  sickness 
continued  for  some  time.  Funeral  services 
by  Mr.  Woodburn  from  John  14:31,  and  Bio. 
J.  Filburn  from  Ps.  103:  15. 

Leonard  Clapper. 
WILSON.— At  Bethany,   Moultry   Co.,    111., 
Aug.  30,  1895,   Mrs.  H.  M.  Wilson,  aged  30 

5  and  25  days.  Deceased  was  a  member 
of  the  German  Baptist  church  and  lived  faith- 

mtil  it  pleased  God  to  call  her  home  to 

She  leaves  a  husband  and  four  small 

children  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  loving  wife 

mother.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
Samuel  and  sister  E.  A.  Karch.  She  was 
bom  near  Philipsburg,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio, 
Aug.  s,  1865.  She  died  of  typhoid  fever, 
ifter  an  illness  of  ten  days.  Her  mother,  one 
lister  and  three  brothers  are  left  of  the  fam- 
ly.     One  by  one  this  family  are  passing  away. 

WILSON.— At  the  same  place  and  in  the 
lame  family,  April  3,  1S95,  little  Goldie  Ulila 
Wilson,  aged  1  year,  6  month:  and  10  days. 

WILSON.— At  the  same  place  and  in  the 
lame  family,  Oct.  14,   1892,  of  typhoid  fever, 
Erland  Elmer  Wilson,  aged  9  years,  II  months 
id  todays.  E.  A.  Karch. 

BURNETT.— At  Starkey,  Union  Co.,  Ore., 
dv.  22,  1895,  of  typhoid  fever,  Mattie  Bur- 
:tt,  the  daughter  ot  W.  F.  and  Susan  Bur- 
:tt,  aged  16  years,  8  months  and  25  days, 
le  was  a  kind  and  loving  child.  Funeral 
by  R.  V.  Hayes  (Presbyterian  minister  at  La- 
grand),  from  Jer.  15:9.  W.  F.  Burnett. 


HAKSHMAN.— In  the  M 

elaware  Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  26,  1895,  sister  Mary 

isan  (Harne)  Harshman,  aged  55  years  and 

3  days.    In   1867  she  was    married    to   John 

Mitchell  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  to  whom  one  son 

born,  who  still  survives  her.     This  union 

broken   in  a   few   short   months    by    the 

death  of  Mr.  Mitchell.    She,  with  her  little 
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blind,— though    she    bore   all 


1875.    She 

n  intense  sufferer  for  several  years, 

arly  five  years  has  been  entirely 

th    pati 


She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 
hurch  and  much  devoted  to  her  family.    She 

leaves  a  husband,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
rs.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  the 
riter  in  the  M.  E.  church  in  Shideler,  from 
Thess.  4: 13,  H.        Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 


Long  was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  Oct. 
6,  1894,  in  which  he  labored  faithfully  for  the 
Master  until  his  death.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  G.  S.  Rairigh,  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  from  Philpp.  1:21.  The  deceased  leaves 
a  wife  and  one  daughter. 

George  H.  Dilling. 
LONG1NECER.— At  the  home  of  his  broth- 
er-in-law, Elmer  Bridenbaugh,  near  George- 
town, Miami  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec.  30,  1895,  Alfred 
Longinecer,  son  of  Bro,  Joseph  Longinecer, 
of  the  Price's  Creek  church,  Ohio,  aged 
months  and  5  days.  Funeral 
largely  attended  and  conducted 
Stutsman,  and  the  writer.  Text, 
Juhn  H.  Brumbaugh. 
WINE— At  his  home  near  Blountville, 
Tenn.,  Dec.  20,  1895,  Benjamin  Wine,  aged 
74  years,  2  months  and  12  days.  He  was  born 
in  Shenandoah  County,  Va  ,  Oct.  8,  1821,  emi- 
grated to  Tennessee  in  1S37,  joined  the  Breth 
ren  church  in  1849,  and  served  the  church  as 
a  deacon  from  1850  till  his  death.  The  fu 
neral  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Wm.  Sherfy  anc 
Wm.  Wo'ford  (a  Lutheran  minister),  an  ole 
friend  of  the  family.  Joseph  B.  Wine. 


9  years, 


by  Eld.  Je: 
Eccl.  7:2. 


HERSHEY.— In  the  York  church,  Pa., 
Dec.  9,  1895,  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
Annie  Mary  Hershey,  beloved  wife  of  Bro. 
Jacob  S.  Her  shey,  of  this  city,  aged  25  years, 
5  months  and  4  days.  She  leaves  an  affection- 
ate husband  and  two  dear  children.  The 
smallest  is  but  a  few  months  old,  and  is  a 
lovely,  innocent  little  soul.  She  was  a  devot- 
ed member  of  the  church.  Funeral  seimon 
by  Bro.  Joseph  A.  Long,  from  Luke  8:52,  "She 
is  not  dead  but  sleepeth."  Interment  at  Pros- 
pect Hill  cemetery.       Abram  S.  Hershey. 

McMULLEN.— At  his  home,  five  miles 
north  of  Mansfield,  Dec.  28,  1895,  from  a  com- 
plication of  diseases,  Eld.  James  McMullen, 
aged  65  years,  9  months  and  27  days.  He 
was  born  near  Shepherdstown,  Pa.,  moved 
to  Indiana  in  1855,  where  he  resided  until 
1866,  when  he  moved  to  Ohio,  locating  near 
Smitbville,  Wayne  County.  In  1872  he  moved 
to  Richland  County,  where  he  resided  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  united  with  the  Breth- 
ren church  at  the  age  of  twenty-three,  and 
labored  in  the  ministry  ever  since,  being  one 
of  its   most   earnest   and    sincere    advocates. 


HOLDER.— In  the  bounds  of  th. 
Fall  Creek  church,  and  near  the  southern 
limits  of  the  City  of  Anderson,  Madison  Co., 
Ind.,  Dec.  10,  1S95,  of  membranous  croup, 
little  Jesse  Andrew  Holder,  son  of  Franklin 
and  Wastella  May  Holder,  aged  3  years,  3 
months  and  22  days.  Funeral  in  the  Lower 
Fall  Creek  church  by  Bro.  D.  W.  Gustin,  as- 
sisted by  Eld.  Frederick  Fesler,  from  the 
words:  "Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto 

SIMMERS.— In  the  bounds  of  Green  Mount 
church,  Va.,  of  consumption,  sister  Emma  V. 
daughter  of  friend  Jacob  and  sister 
Rebecca  Simmers,  aged  27  years,  6  months 
d  19  days.  Deceased  was  a  sufferer  for 
ite  a  while,  but  bore  her  affliction  with  Chris- 
in  fortitude.  Services  at  the  Penn  Grove 
urch  on  Christmas  Day  by  the  Brethren, 
im  MatL  24:44  and  2  Tim.  4:6. 

Jacob  A.  Garber. 
PEEBLER.— At     her    home    at    Partridge, 
Lincoln   Co.,   Okla    T„    Nov.   24,    1895,  Sarah 
Peebler,  wife  of  A.  W.  Peeble 
th  and  3  days.    She  le 
husband  and  seven  children.    She  was  born 
Broad   County,    North    Carolina,    Oct.    24, 
2;  moved  to  Hancock  County,  111.,  in  1832. 
After    marrying    Andrew    W.    Peebler   she 
moved  with  him  to    Jefferson    County,  Iowa; 
Atchison  County,  Kans.;  thence  to 
Jefferson  County;  thence  to  Oklahoma.    She 
is  a   consistent    member    of    the    Brethren 
urch.  A.  J.  Peebler. 

LIVENGOOD— In  the  Somerset  church, 
Ind.,  Jan.  4,  1895,  Bro.  Peter  Livengood,  aged 
4  months  and  20  days.  Bro.  Liven- 
good  was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  in 
831.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
en  church  for  more  than  thirty  years.  Fu- 
leral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  D.  S. 
Caylor,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ellis  Brubaker  from 
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14:13.     He  le 
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In   the  Linville  Creek  congre- 
Dec.  28,  1895,  sister  Mary  E.   Roller, 
daughter  of  Bro.  Samuel  Roller,  aged  45  years, 
~  mths  and  1 1  days.    She  had  been  a  suf- 
for  several  years.     She  had  a  complica- 
of  diseases,   catarrh  fever  being  one  of 
the  last  to  set  in.    During  her  sickness  she 
anointed.    She  was  buried  at  the  Fair- 
church   Dec.  30.     Funeral    services    by 
D,  H.  Zigler  from  2  Cor.  5:1. 

Fannie  H.  Roller, 


He  was  married  Jan.  12,  1850  to  sister  Anna 
B.  Welsh  and  was  the  father  of  nine  children. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  six  children.  In  his 
death  the  family  has  lost  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  the  community  one  of  its  best  and 
highly  esteemed  citizens,  and  the  church  a 
faithful  and  devoted  elder.  Funeral  services 
by  brethren  William  Murray  and  Peter  Heef- 

'.    Interment  at  the  Brethren's  cemetery  Dec. 
Anna  Brindle. 

WAY.— In  the  Tuscarawas  church,  Ohio, 
Dec.  17,  1895,  Christopher  Frederick  Way, 
aged  79  years,  5  months  and  2  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Germany  July  15,  1816. 
ried  Catharine  Zinsmaster  Jan.  8,  1848. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  seven  children. 
One  daughter  died  in  infancy.  He  leaves  an 
aged  companion  and  six  children.  He  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 
a  number  of  years.  Funeral  occasion  im- 
proved by  Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone  and  the 
writer,  to  a  large  concourse  of  people,  from 
1  Cor.  15:57.  Reuben  Shroyer. 

BURGER.— In  the  Sugar  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Ohio,  Sept.  1,  1895,  Bro.  Jacob  Burger, 
aged  18  years,  10  months  and  17  days.  A  few 
days  before  his  death  he  went  to  Baltic,  his 
nearest  town.  While  there  he  met  a  number 
of  his  neighbor  boys,  who  were  playing  base 
ball.  They  invited  him  to  take  part  in  the 
game,  which  he  first  refused  to  do,  but  finally 
consented.  While  engaged  in  the  game  he 
was  struck  by  a  ball  which  caused  his  death 
a  day  later.  Oh  what  a  warning  to  others! 
This  was  the  saddest  and  one  of  the  largest 
funerals  the  writer  has  attended.  Funeral 
occasion  improved  by  the  writer  from  the 
words,  "  For  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die 
is  gain."  Reuben  Shroyer. 

FLORY.— In  the  Falling  Spring  church, 
Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  3,  1896,  Harry  Preston 
Flory,  infant  son  of  friend  Joseph  and  sister 
Jennie  Flory,  aged  2  months  and  23  days. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Wm.  A.  Anthony,  from  2  Sam.  12:23. 

Wm.  C.  Koontz. 

STAUFFER.-In  the  Pine  Creek  church, 
111.,  Jan.  I,  1896,  Bro.  Chailes  B,  Stauffer,  aged 
15  years,  II  months  and  19  days. 

STAUi}FER.-In  the  same  church  and  at 
the  same  time,  Ollie  Stauffer,  aged  13  years, 
8  months  and  1  day..  These  were  the  two 
oldest  sons  of  Bro.  Daniel  and  sister  Maggie 
Stauffer.  They  were  skating  on  Rock  River, 
about  five  miles  from  home.  Ollie  skated 
t  hole  that  was  not  frozen  ovei  and  his 
brother,  Charles,  in  attempting  to  rescue 
failed,  and  both  were  drowned.  Funeral 
:es  were  conducted  by  the  Brethren  in 
iresence  of  a  very  large  and  sorrowing 
congregation.  John  Heckman. 

SHANAFELT.-In  the  Okaw  church,  Piatt 
Co.,  111.,  Dec.  16,  1895,  Ovid,  son  of  Bro.  and 
Shanafelt,  aged  14  yeais,  3  months  and 
25  days.    Funeral  services  by  G.  B.  Heeter. 
E.  F.  Wolfe. 

BROWN.-Near  Rohrersville,  Washington 
Co.,  Md.,  Dec.  20,  1895,  sister  Elizabeth  Blown, 
aged  82  years,  6  months  and  20  days.  Inter- 
ment at  Brownsville,  Md.  Funeral  services 
by  Eld.  Eli  Yourtee.  Sister  Brown  was  an 
invalid  for  many  years.  She  called  for  the 
elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed  with 
oil  upon  the  day  of  her  death. 

J.  T.  M.  Castle, 
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0  Indianapolis.  Cincinnati,  and  the 
South.    City  Ticket  Office,  232  Clark  St.,  Ch 


Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc 

International  S.  S,  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 
reliable  S.  S,  Commentary  published.  It 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.     Price,  $1.00;  out 

price, 00  cents 

Teaching  and  Teachers — By  H.  Clay  Trum 
bull.     A    book    of    390    pages    (7%x$'/: 

inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price, 9c 

Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "Teaching  and 
Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way  into  the 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work 
ers.  It  is  to-day  the  popular  hand-book  or 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith-Peloubet   Dictionary  of  the  Bible.- 

Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  n< 
hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been  care 
fully  revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth 
818  pages.    Regular  price,  §2.00;  our  price 

by'mail, Si. 75 

Board    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  doze 


Cloth  Cover,  per  cop 
In  ordering  pie: 
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ABRAHAM  E.  WEAVER, 


Printer's  Ink 

Helps,... 

Advertisers! 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


10  Spruce  Street,  New  York. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35i  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
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ld of  elegant  Pullman  Perfected 
and  Compartment  Sleepers,  in- 
and  Buffet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 
dies,  with  Monon  Celebrated  High- 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  NOBLE  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood   has    men  who,  in   the 

darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 


brought  fresh  to  our  minds 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Se 


nicing  through 
of  Eld.  James 
rso  one  can  reaa  an  account  of  Bro 
life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor 


pnM-p.iui,  $1,25.    To 


'Remember  We  Are  Busy 

Furnishing  Wire,  Steel  and  Link  Stays, 
plea,  Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fence,  Lawn,  F 
and  Automatic  Gates,  etc,  to  onr  numerous 
tomera     "Write  ns  lor  prioes  and  catalogue. 

THE  HOLL1NGER  FENCE  CO.. 


You  Need  It ! 

Brethren's 
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Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 
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Juvenile  Quarterly  .—Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 
Singh 


.  «c 


o  copies  ando 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards — Our  st 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  var 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 
vinced. 

I4K2  Four  Designs,  very  flue,  flowered  bor- 


of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I  will  mail 
one  week's  trial  treatment  of  the  fa- 
mous Australian  Electro  Pill  remedy, 
free  to  all  readers  of  the  Messenger,  or 
seven  weeks'  treatment  for  only  $1.00, 
for  Catarrh,  Kidney,  Liver  or  Stomach 
trouble,Rheumatism,SickHeadache,Ner- 
vous  trouble  or  impure  blood-  Special 
terms  to  agents  on  application.  Address 

DR  E.J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305 1  Si  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

t,     „  „    fame   and   Fruits,   Special- 
rt5ntH»T,E&IG»fflFu™"HidM  Dried  Fruit,  and 


When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  .   .$    8J 


,  pictorial   1 


ngravlngs,  per  doz- 
art  of  each  lesson. 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  us 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

'eSS'  BBRTHRBN'ft  PUBLISHING  CO., 

Ml,   Morrii,  111 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  should,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  i s  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  3 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
peculatlve  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
[riven  time  of  its  study,  than  ofothers.be- 

eofi 

7.  Its 
comprel 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 
the  truth,  vis.,    , 
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arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

■nded,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 


page 
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(1)  The  Authorized  (or 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Versic 


,)  Version  of 


of  the  New  Testa- 


lal  references  of  the  Au- 
/ing  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  5  5° 
Bound  in  morocco,       ....  6  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress;     brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt  Morris,  111. 

Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  Sd.oo; 
Half  Leather,  $4.50;  Half  Morocco, 
$5.00, 
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Highest  of  ill  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


The  Longer  He  Stays,  the 
Better  He  Likes  It. 


Deacon  Judson  Beckwith'Raised  the 

Largest  Crops  of   Grain   in  All 

the  Years  of  his  Experience. 


Cando,  N.  D„  Dec.  io,  1895. 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 

Dear  Sir."— This  leaves  us  all  well 
and  all  the  neighbors,  as  far  as  1  know,  When 
we  say  "  neighbors,"  we  mean  all  within  seven 
or  eight  miles.  We  are  well  satisfied  with  our 
home.  When  I  first  started  here  I  had  no 
notion  of  locating  here.  My  intention  was  to 
go  from  here  to  Nebraska  before  going  home, 
but  when  I  saw  the  country  and  talked  with 
the  people,  I  changed  my  mind  and  have 
never  been  sorry  for  my  choice,  and  the  longer 
we  stay  here  the  better  we  like  it. 

We  had  an  excellent  crop  this  year,  raised 
the  best  crops  that  I  ever  raised,  the  most  per 
acre  and  the  best  quality.  The  wheat  in  this 
locality  grows  better  than  in  any  other  section 
that  1  have  seen.  I  believe  that  any  one  who 
is  willing  to  lay  off  his  coat  and  work  can  do 
well  here,  if  they  only  start  as  they  are  able 
and  not  run  things  on  a  big  scale  and  go  in 
debt  for  everything. 

I  will  close  for  this  time,  wishing  you  success. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Judson  Beckwith, 

' — Persons  desiring  information  about 
North  Dakota  are  requested  to  address 
the  undersigned,  and  full  attention  will 
be  given  to  every  question  that  may 
be  asked.  Remember  that  all  the 
Brethren  Colonies  in  that  State  are 
located  along  the  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  the  pioneer  com- 
pany engaged  in  promoting  the  settle- 
ment of  Free  Government  Land. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 

Chicago,  III. 


Great  Offer— Limited. 
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1  I  will  send  sis  copies  "NORMAL 
THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY   OF 

MINISTRY,"  (or  only   two  DOL- 
expenses   prepaid. 


Book  and  Chart  Free. 


getber,$l.     Ran-  inilnci-mi-uts  to  agents.    Address 
3-5  C.  E.ARNOLD, 

McPhersou,  Runs. 


I 


No  Cheap  Reprints. 

A  16-page  catalog  describing 

tlirc-   ■r.It.r.nt     MMk,;,    ,,|   ,,,11- 


Teachers'  Bibles. 


We  have  a    very  fine  and   large    stock   of 
Teachers'  Bibles  in  all  the  various  styles  and 
bindings,  from  Si. 50  upwards.     Send   for  our 
w  Catalogue,  which  will  be  ready  soon. 
Address:  Bbethrfn's  Pub.  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


Everybody  who  litis  n  corn  enn  dispose  of  It  by 

sending  for  ttlO-oant  bos  of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 

QUICK  CORN  CURE,  the  champion  of  all  reine- 

os  to  remove  Corns,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

11  take  all  you  have?  The  drat application  stops 
all  pain  and  two  or  thrt-e  applications  remove  the 
It  Iflonw  of  the  greatest  rouiedles  of  Its  kind 
Uncovered— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suf- 
ith  Corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
1  cents  in  stamps.  Order  at  once  and  dispose 
it  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 
a  W-cent  box  of  Corn  Cure  and  a  26-cent 
e  of  DTJBBBL'S  FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS  for 
the  Liver  and  Bowels,  the  best  little  Pill  to  oure 
Constipation.  Agents  wanted  In  every  locality. 
Live  agents  can  make  from  $11.00  to  $5.00  per  day. 
Write  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 


Wn.vueMJO. 


1  Co.,  Pa 


California   Colony 

OF'    BRETHREN. 
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The  Eureka  Fence  Post 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 


We 


;  admonished  by  the  1 


)giv 


reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I 
mersion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  t 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  tc 
ministers,  gi.oo.  Address  this  office  for  furthe 
particulars  concerning_termsto  agents. 


For  the  Fruit  Garden. 


Iby 


Ohio,  Gregg  an.)  Lunbergcr  KaspU-r 
Blackberrj  plants,  13  Strawberry  Plants,  two  kinds;  th 
Grapevines,  all  furii.co  Order  at  unce.  Send  for  pi 
list  to  W.  L.  Munelman,  Bo*  137,  New  Carlisle,  Ohio 
References,    New    Carlisle,  Ohio,  Bank;    Eld.    He 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 


If  You  Are  Going~to"a  North  Dakota 

this  Spring.'You  will  be  Better 

Satisfiedjif  you<Loeate  in 

Wells  and    Foster 

Counties;  for 


THERE  ARE  three     rivers     which 
THERE  ARE  numerous    small 


THERE  ARE  fifty  public  schools, 
THERE  ARE  churches  of  all  denominator 

and  good  society, 
THERE  ARE  good   markets,  and  coal  cosl 

THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillable. 
THERE  HAS  BEEN  an  average  of  iwcm 
bushels    of    No.    1     Ha, 


-nitli 


/of; 


THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of     locating    in    the 
State  too  lar  north,  where 

two  weeks  later  than    in 
Wells  and  foster    Coun- 

THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands  on 

the  high  prices  usually 

THERE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for 


and   the    Nort 


1  Paefi, 


and  Foster  Comities. 
The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
ifu  Railroad 'has  250,000  acres  of  land  in  Fos- 
ter and  Welts  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re- 
served three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  io  give  land 
for  a  site,  a.x\<&Jive  hundred  dollars  towards  the 
of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth- 


The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  Sj 

$5  Per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  is  given, 

with   only  one-tenth   cash  each  year,  at  6  per 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 

the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  were  paying  too  much  for  crop-payment 

lands,  and  have  filed  applications  for  land  in 

Foster  and  Wells  Counties. 

If  yon  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
prices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 
offer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 
and  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
assist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 
freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 
vestigated.   Write  to 

C.  W.  Mott, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 
St.  Paul,  Minn, 
W.  H.  Phipps, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 


DUJBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Group  Cure. 


tion  ol  the  Throat 


t  is  equally  as  good  for  Coughs 


1  all  I 


We  I 


1  file  1 


■rit.    It  is  sold  strictly  on  its  merits.    "Nc 
Retail  price,  25  cents  per  bottle. 

it  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  induce 

:hild-<aviiig  remedy 


.  Morris,  III.     I  Fr-inl*.  Foig'y,  Ohio. 


IBrethern's 

Plain  Clothing  I 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


Homeseekers'  Excursions. 


The  C.  B.  &  Q.  B.  R,  will,  on  Jan.  14,  28,  ] 
larch  HI,  1S1I6,  sell  tickets  to  all  points  in  j 
is,  Indian  Territory,  Oklahoma,  Texas  (A 
1st  of  and  including  Maricopa).  Points  o 
ois  Central  Railway  in  Kentucky,  Tennesse 
(iasisgippi  and  Louisiana,  except  New  Orleai 
nd   Memphis.    Good  to  return  any  Tuesday   < 

Friday  within  31  days  from  date  of  sa,le. 

Stop  over  allowed,  F.  C.  Remmehs. 


Illi- 


|   Here  Again  for  1896  ! 

ggfl    C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ioo  pages  Sxio, 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 
t  quality  of  paper.     It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  its 
class  published.     Price,  15  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A.  48106 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
ainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  butr 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
iment.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
f  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
ites  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  gi.50  for  cloth 
nding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 


MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA. 
Choicest  Orchard  Land. 


This  ive  offer  at  Low 


h..t;,,tiUi  1 


.ow  Rental  of  $1  per  Acre  per  Annum. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Fine  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.'   Churches  of  many 


t.'ikihK  S"  impi>i-t;iiit  ,h  step  iis  SL-lectint;  .1  home,  investi- 
gate this  opportunity.  You -will  not  regret  it.  We  shall 
take  out  a  "Special  Excursion  Party"  to  Merced  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  20,  1896.  to  be  under  the  special  care  and 
supervision  of  our  agent.  Mr.  Willet  Williams.  For 
circulars,  Illustrated  pamphlets  and  all  other  information, 
address,  WILLET  WILLIAMS.  Aft-ent, 

1 14  330  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III, 


Buy  a  Globe  Bncubatorand  Brooder 


' 


The  Gospel  Messenger 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  COSPEL."-Pliil.  i:  i7. 


Vol.  34. 


Motot  Morius,  III.,  Jan.  25,  1896. 


No.  4. 


The   Gospel   Messenger, 

Publiibod  Weekly,  at  Sl.CO  per  Aimnm,  Ij 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 


seas,  and  measured  out  the  waters  they  contain, 
has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ocean  bed  as  well 
as  a  perfect  understanding  ot  the  grand  vault  in 
which  the  heavenly  bodies  move  "at  his  bidding. 
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.    HOME  AND  FA  MIL  Y.- 


A  suit  over  a  dime  was  recently  decided  by  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court,  costing  over  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  It  seems  foolish,  in- 
deed, to  go  to  law  over  a  ten-cent  piece,  and  folly 
to  spend  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
the  courts  to  settle  the  dispute,  but  in  this  case 
a  principle  was  involved,  and  the  suit  was  justifia- 
ble from  a  legal  standpoint,  at  least.  The  suit 
originated  in  this  way:  A  man  and  wife  offered 
an  old,  well-worn  silver  coin  to  a  street-car  con- 
ductor in  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  to  pay  their 
fare.  The  conductor  refused  it,  and  as  the  parties 
would  not  pay  it  in  any  other  way,  the  conductor 
put  them  off.  This  led  to  the  suit,  and  one  ap- 
peal after  another  was  taken,  until  it  reached  the 
highest  court  of  the  nation,  and  there  it^was  de- 
cided that  silver  coin  could  not  be  refused  mere- 
ly because  it  is  old  and  worn  by  much  handling. 
The  court  maintained  that  silver  coins  are  legal 
tender  as  long  as  they  bear  the  semblance  of  coin. 
In  the  religious  world  there  are  people  who  are 
disposed  to  refuse  a  doctrine  or  practice,  just  be- 
cause it  is  old,  and  as  they  sometimes  say,  w< 
threadbare  and  will  even  go  so  far  as  to  eject  fn 
the  church  those  who  insist  upon  the'  recognition 


Nature  does  some  curious  things,  even  to  the 
making  of  a  clock.  It  is  reported  that  in  the 
Southern  part  ot  Mexico  a  flower  has  been  dis- 
covered which  in  the  early  morning  appears  white,, 
at  noon  red,  and  at  night  blue.  So  regular  are  the 
changes  made  by  this  flower  that  the  time  of  the 
day  may  correctly  be  determined  by  the  tint  of 
the  flower.  We  will  have  to  call  this  the  red,, 
white  and  blue.  It  reminds  us  of  some  people  we 
come  in  contact  with.  In  the  morning  they  are 
bright;  at  noon  excited  and  in  the  evening  too- 
blue  to  be  of  any  comfort  to  themselves  or  any 
one  else.  They  can  change  their  appearance  and 
condition  as  readily  as  the  Mexico  flower. 


into 
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-3-  EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY^- 

We  have  in  the  Brotherhood  about  2,300  minis- 
ters. Among  these  are  men  of  one  talen*,  up  to 
five,  and  possibly  more.  But  some  of  them,  at 
times,  feel  greatly  grieved  because  the  people  do 
not  like  to  hear  them  preach,  and  of  course  blame 
the  people  for  it.  Just  so  long  as  they  do  this 
they  will  not  make  matters  any  better,  but  may 
make  them  a  good  deal  worse.  We  suggest  a  bet- 
ter way.  Let  such  preachers  deliver  short  ser- 
mons,— the  poorer  the  sermon  the  shorter  it  should 
be, — and  put  into  their  brief  discourses  the  very 
best  matter  they  can  command,  and  they  will  soon 
notice  a  change  in  the  expression  of  the  people. 
A  minister,  even  of  very  ordinary  ability,  who  has 
judgment  enough  to  preach  short  sermons,  will 
generally  be  listened  to  with  interest.  There  are 
very  fe^v  preachers  in  this  world  who  have  the 
ability  to  interest  an  audience  one  hour,  and  these 
seldom  preach  that  long,  especially  in  their  home 
congregations.       

The  ocean,  as  a  body,  is  one  of  the  great  prob- 
lems of  the  earth.  We  know  something  of  its 
surface,  its  metes  and  bounds,  and  have  learned 
to  fear  its  power,  but  beneath  it,  and  all  through 
it,  are  mysteries  that  man  cannot  solve.  In  places 
its  depths  cannot  be  fathomed  and  its  bottom  is 
strewn  with  treasures  we  are  not  able  to  reach. 
It  holds  in  its  embrace  secrets  the  world  can  never 
know.  Its  depth  in  places  is  wonderful.  An  at- 
tempt was  recently  made  to  sound  the  Pacific 
Ocean  near  the  coast  of  Japan,  but  the  measuring 
wire  broke  at  the  depth  of  five  and  a  half  miles, 
a  distance  approximating  the  height  of  the  loftiest 
mountain,  Mount  Everett,  which  is  situated  in  the 
Himalaya  range,  to  the  north  of  India.  How 
much  deeper  the  water  is  at  the  point  referred  to 
cannot  yet  be  determined,  but  it  must  be  near  six 
miles,  so  that  from  the  lowest  place  in  the  ocean 
to  the  highest  point  of  land  in  the  world  is  not  far 
from   twelve   miles.     But  he  who  made  the  great  | 
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To  work  a  faithful  horse  as  long 
prove  profitable,  and  then  turn  him 
commons  to  die,  is  considered  inhu 
then,  must  be  thought  of  the  churchi 
no  provision  for  their  poor  and  wornout  minis- 
ters? In  far  too  many  instances  these  faithful 
servants,  after  they  are  too  old  to  be  of  any  use 
to  the  church,  are  passed  over  to  the  world  to  feed 
and  clothe  until  death  calls  them  hence.  Com- 
menting on  this  subject,  the  Pres&yterian,  Philadel- 
phia, says:  "  In  the  Episcopal  Church,  chiefly  in 
the  diocese  of  New  York,  they  are  discussing  the 
subject  of  'The  Necessity  and  Duty  of  Providing 
a  Retiring  Fund  for  the  Clergy  of  the  Church,  of 
which  an  Aged  or  Disabled  Presbyter  can  Avail 
himself  without  Humiliation.'  It  is  a  subject 
worth  discussing,  and  may  be  very  wisely  taken  up 
and  considered  by  all  the  branches  of  the  Chris- 
tian church.  In  the  City  of  New  York  a  pol 
man  can  retire,  upon  an  adequate  allowance,  a 
thirty  years'  service.  In  a  much  higher  sphere, 
officer  of  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States 
can  retire,  or  be  retired,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years  and  receive  a  pension,  which  is  called  'pay,' 
and  which  will  support  him  comfortably  during 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  takes  this  without 
'any  sense  of  humiliation.'  The  Christian  minis- 
try should  fare  as  well  as  these  two  classes  of  offi- 
cials. In  a  tentative  way, — though  in  a  very  good 
way, — the  Presbyterian  church  is  following  in  the 
wake  of  the  state.  It  should  take  up  the  work  in 
an  enlarged  and  definite  way,  and  make  its  'retir- 
ing fund'  a  fund  for  all  its  veteran  clergy,  without 
any  regard  to  the  question  whether  they  are  'dis- 
abled '  or  not." 


f  The   Greek   Church    numbers   millions,    and    so>  H 
docs  the  Roman  Catholic.     During  the  early  cen- 
turies they  were  united,  but   for  a  thousand  years,, 
or  nearly  so,  they  have  existed  as  separate  bodies,,         -g 
the   former   predominating   in   the    East,    and    the     « gj 
latter  in  the  West.     The  present   Pope  would   like     qS 
to  see  the  two  bodies  reunited,   and  a  few  months     |  N 
ago  addressed  a   letter   to   the    dignitaries   of   the 
Greek  Church,  inviting  them  to  take  into  consid- 
eration measures  to  bring  about  the  union  of  the 
lesiastical    organizations     in    the 
The  Greeks  did   not  take  to  the 
riously.     Lately  the  Patriarch  of 
the  Greek  Church,   the   Archbishop   of  Constanti- 
nople and  ten  other  bishops  of   renown,  addressed 
H»"it""r  I  a  letter  to  the  world,  in  which  they  give  the  Roman  j 
''•  »  I  

UatflOIlVS  CO  UUUtil&bdUU    iu.il,    i.    ...... 

they  should  return  to  the  old  mother  church  thai 
they  left  centuries  ago,  put  away  their  doctrinal  er- 
rors, get  rid  of  the  pretensions  to  infallibility  in  the 
Pope,  adopt  trine  immersion  as  the  original  form 
of  baptism,  and  accept  other  obligations  named. 
While  the  Greeks  possess  very  little,  if  any  more 
personal  piety  than  the  Roman  Catholics,  still  it 
must  be  conceded  that  they  have  the  advantage 
of  them  in  the  question  of  union.  It  is  not  proba- 
ble that  a  union  between  the  two  bodies  will  ever 
be  effected,  and  upon  the  part  of  the  Greeks  it 
does  not  seem  desirable,  only  in  proportion  as  the 
Roman  Catholics  are  willing  to  return  to  the  Ori- 
ental church  and  her  practice. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES   FROM  FOREKJN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Twenty-eight. 

Tenth  Day,  Friday,  Oct.  iS,  /Sqs- 
We  rose  early;  the  weather  was  cool  and  over- 
coats very  comfortable.  At  6:45  we  started  on  our 
southward  journey,  now  heading  for  Jerusalem, 
ascending  a  very  steep  and  rocky  hill  by  bridle 
paths.  We  cannot  describe  to  you  the  roughness 
of  these  roads,  because  you  could  not  believe  that 
t  would  be  possible  for  horses  to  pass  over  them 
n  safety,  and  we  are  sure  our  horses  could  not.  It 
s  astonishing  how  these  horses  do  it.  And  though 
ve  rode  up  and  down  over  rocks,  that  it  would  be 
upposed  only  wild  goats  could  do  in  safety,  yet, 
n  all  our  travel,  our  horse  did  not  make  a  single 
tumble.     We  give  them  loose  reins,  and  they  pick 
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:es  we  would  de- 
auld  be,  perhaps, 
.nd  they  were  so 


rn  paths 

mid  not  know  which  one  to 
e  would  leave  our  horses  do 
d  they  would  invariably  take 
the  best  way, — in  some  cases  stepping  down  over 
rocks  one  and  two  feet  high, — and  do  it  so  smooth- 
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We  became 
nd  felt  like 
at  the  end 


ly  that  no  jar  is  felt  by  the  ri 
wonderfully  attached  to  our  ho 
giving  them  a  good  big  "  backshi 
of  our  journey. 

As  we  were  ascending  the  hill  we  met  a  large 
number  of  native  women  coming  down  with  great 
burdens  on  their  heads,  some  baskets  filled  with 
vegetables;  others,  great  bundles  of  wood,  enough, 
seemingly,  to  crush  them  to  the  ground,  and  yet, 
though  they  had  come  for  miles,  they  trudged 
along  quite  lively.  One  woman  we  noticed  among 
them,  who  carried  a  donkey  load  of  wood,  tied  in  a 
bundle.  In  her  arms  she  had  a  small  child,  nurs- 
ing it  as  she  walked  along,  This  she  did  coming 
down  a  very  rough  and  steep  hill,  without  touch- 
ing the  wood  on  her  head  with  her  hands.  And 
;  in  no  way  fastened,  but  so  well  bal- 
d  kept  so  in  walking,— that  it,  seeming- 
3  no  effort.  To  us  it  seemed  impossible, 
'e  passed  her,  we  stopped  our  horse  ami 
md,  to  see  it  fall  off  or  the  mother  fall 
kill  both  herself  and  child.  But  our 
needless,  as  she  walked  right  along. — 
and  soon  we  met  others  doing  the  same  thing. 

The  thought  came  to  us:  If  these  women*  ever  get 
to  heaven  they  will  surely  enjoy  it.  That  is,  they 
will  have  much  resting  to  do  from  their  labors. 
With  these  women  big,  stout  men  came  along, 
riding  on  donkeys,  carrying  not  a  single  thing. 
This,  to  our  party,  was  aggravating  and  we  felt  like 
giving  them  a  bit  of  our  mind.  Of  course,  we 
could  not  do  it,  and  if  we  could,  it  would  have 
done  no  good,  as  the  servitude  of  women  has  be- 
come an  established  custom  and  it  is  so  accepted 
by  both  parties. 

The  first  point  of  interest  we  came  to  is  the  site 
of   the   ancient    Dothan,   where  Joseph   found   his 
brethren,  revealed  his  drrams,  and  was  cast  into  a 
pit.     It  is  on  a  hij,l.  as  „aLl.xJJiB?  Jin/t 
North  Dakota  ai 


yet  it 
anced,- 
Iy,  reqi 


fears  1 


The  mounts  are  opposite,  and  though  the  exact 
spots  are  not  known,  where  the  persons  stood  when 
reading,  it  Is  quite  certain  that  these  are  the 
mounts,  and  that  we  stood  very  near  to  the  place 
where  the  multitude  were.  As  we  read  this 
twenty-seventh  chapter  and  then  look  around  the 
place  and  over  the  land,  and  also  see  the  condition 
of  the  Jews  of  to-day,  it  is  very  apparent  that  the 
cursings  came  to  the  land  and  people,  instead  of 
the  blessings. 

Leaving  this  place  we  come  to  Sychar,  near  by, 
where  the  tomb  of  Joseph  is  pointed  out,  and  we 
come  to  the  well  of  Jacob.  Of  all  the  places  of 
Bible  incidents  in  Palestine,  none  seems  to  be 
better  established  than  this  one, — and  we  are  made 
to  feel  that  we  are  in  very  deed  at  the  place  where 
Father  Jacob  was,  and  we  looked  down  into  the 
same  well  from  which  he  drew  and  drank  water. 
This  is  the  same  well  where  Christ  sat  on  his  mem- 
orable visit  to  Samaria,  as  given  in  John  4:  5-42. 
The  whole  scene  came  most  vividly  before  us  as  we 
sat  there  and  took  in  the  surroundings.  The 
women,  as  of  old,  were  seen  going  back  and  forth, 
and  we  were  made  to  think,  what  a  blessing  it 
would  now  be,  if  the  same  soul-loving  Christ  could 
be  here  and  speak  into  their  souls  the  hope  of 
salvation  and  eternal  life.  Above  all  the  places 
we  have  yet  seen,  this  was  the  most  impressive  and 
we  shall  never  forget  the  short  time  spent  at 
Jac>  b's  well  with  the  tomb  of  Joseph,  and  Sychar 
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ed  southward  \ 
lbs  of  Phineha 


at 


juested  to  add 
this  countr^ynd  at  the  foot  of  this  hill  there  is  a 
well  into  wtrJfch.  it  is  said,  Joseph  was  cast.  As  the 
well,  at  this/dry  season  of  the  year,  is  filled  with 
water,  it  is  >|ot  at  all  likely  that  it  can  be  the  pit 
into  which' Joseph  was  cast.  But  as  some  very 
unlikely  things  are  pointed  out  all  over  this  land, 
we  must  accept  them  with  a  degree  of  allowance. 
It  is  sufficient  for  us  to  know  that  this  is  indeed  the 
land  of  Dothan,  and  that  it  was  once  trod  by  the 
feet  of  the  fathers,- Abram,  Isaac,  Jacob  and  Jo- 
seph and  his  brethren. 

At  noon  we  lunched  in  an  orchard  of  fig  trees. 
Though  the  season  was  gone  by,  there  were  still 
some  on  the  trees,  though  of  an  inferior  quality. 
Next  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Sama- 
ria,— only  a  few  mud  huts,  a  Mohammedan  mosque, 
and  a  Greek  church.  Inside  of  the  latter  is  marked 
the  tomb  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  some  old  ruins. 

From  here  we  went  to  Nablous, — or  the  ancient 
Shechem,  where  we  -pitched  our  tents.  After  a 
short  rest  in  our  tents  we  were  conducted  through 
the  town.  Though  there  are  some  fairly  good 
buildings,  the  streets  are  narrow  and  dirty,  and 
filled  with  a  shiftless  looking  people,  who  seem  to 
be  living  without  a  purpose. 

Eleventh  Day,  Saturday,  Oct,  IQ. 
After  a  good  night's  rest  we  left  camp  at  seven 
o'clock,  and,  passing  through  the  town,  came  to 
the  Mounts  of  Blessings  and  Cursings  (Deut.  27: 
14),  Gerizim  and  Ebal.  As  the  "blessings"  and 
"cursings"  were  read  from  the  mounts,  our  party 
was  anxious  to  know  if  the  reading  could  be  heard 
in  the  flat  or  hollow  between,  and  to  make  the  test, 
one  of  our  party  climbed  upon  Mt.  Ebal,  which  is 
quite  high,  the  other  one  on  Mt.  Gerizim,  and  we 
stood  between  the  two.  When  up,  different  Scrip- 
ture passages  were  read,  and  though  the  wind  was 
blowing  some  at  the  time,  it  was  surprising  with 
what  distinctness  the  readings  could  be  heard  by 


md   Eleazar—  son 
m—  and  lunched  at  Lebonah,  a 
;es  and  a  good  spring, 
de   through   ravines  and  over 
:nded  a  steep  hill  to  the  an- 
there  are  the  ruins  of  an  old 
castle,  c^  if  the  supposed  spots^  where  the  taber- 
nacle stood,  (Jeremiah   7:   12)  and  where   a   feast 
was  annually  held.     "  Then  they  said',  Behold,  there 
is  a  feast  of  the  Lord  in  Shiloh  yearly,  in  a  place 
which  is   on   the    north    side   of   Bethel,    on   the 


east  side  of  the  highway  that  goeth  up  from  Beth- 
el to  Shechem,  and  on  the  south  of  Lebonah." 
Judges  21:  19. 

This  description  is  so  precise  that  no  room  for 
doubt  is  left  as  to  the  locality,  yet  on  the  same 
hill,  a  little  north,  is  another  high  peak  with  an- 
cient ruins,  which  is  also  said  to  be  the  place 
where  the  tabernacle  was  located.  We  were  on 
both  of  them,  and  had  grand  views  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  This  was  also  the  residence 
of  Eli,  where  he  received  the  sad  intelligence  that 
Israel  was  overcome  by  the  Philistines,  the  death 
of  his  sons  and  the  capture  of  the  Ark  of  th 
As  we  stood  on  these  heights  we  could  almost  see 
the  hosts  in  battle  array  on  the  plains  below, — the 
defeat,  retreat  and  slaughter  of  the  hosts  of  Israel, 
— the  messengers,  in  great  haste,  running  for  the 
Mount  of  Shiloh,  bearing  the  sad  tidings  to  the 
priest,  his  receiving  the  news  and  falling  back 
from  his  seat  and  dying.  "And  it  came  to  pass, 
when  he  made  mention  of  the  ark  of  God,  that  he 
fell  from  off  the  seat  backward,  by  the  side  of  the 
gate,  and  his  neck  brake,  and  he  died."  (1  Sam. 
4:  18.) 

From  here  we  made  a  circuitous  course  over  hills 
and  rocks,  and  turned  in  at  Singel  where  we 
pitch  our  tents  for  the  last*  time,  on  the  present 
journey. 
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"Holy  City."  The  country  and  bridle-paths,  as  we 
approach  the  city,  are  exceedingly  hilly  and 
rough,  and,  still  near*-,  the  land  is  terraced  and 
planted  in  olive  trees,  which  are  bending  with 
fruit,  and  the  people  are  busy  gathering.  This  is 
done  by  shaking  and  switching  them  to  the  ground 
where  they  are  gathered  by  women  into  baskets, 
then  into  sacks  and  boxes,  loaded  on  the  backs 
of  donkeys  and  taken  to  market.  When  the  dis- 
tance is  considerable,  camels  are  used,  carrying 
loads  that  weigh  from  nine  to  fourteen  hundred 
pounds.  All  the  country  around  is  covered  by 
vast  olive  orchards,  so  that  olives  are  one  of  the 
staple  productions,  and  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  people. 

We  next  pass  through  Ain  el  Haramlyeh  or 
"  Robbers'  Caves  "  and  the  loneliness  of  the  sur- 
roundings seems  to  justify  the  name.  A  person 
that  is  a  little  timorous  and  possesses  a  vivid  im- 
agination, could  readily  see  the  robbers  peeping 
from  behind  the  craggy  and  projecting  rocks,  but 
we  were  not  disturbed,  either  imaginary  or  really. 
After  ascending  another  hill  we  had  our  first  view 
of  Jerusalem  and  the  great  mosques,  minarets, 
steeples,  etc.,  as  they  reflected  the  afternoon  sun, 
made  an  imposing  sight,  and  we  all  felt  like  lift- 
ing our  hats  and  thanking  the  Lord  for  his  watch- 
ful care  over  us,  and  for  the  privilege  of  viewing 
the  city,  from  whence  issued  the  Fountain  for 
cleansing  the  world  from  the  power  of  sin. 

We  might  have  become  enraptured  and  went 
off  in  a  fit  of  ecstasies  as  some  have  done,  at  the 
first  sight,  but  we  were  not  so  constituted,  neither 
did  we  see  cause  for  such  demonstration. 

We  next  came  to  Betin,  which  is   Bethel,  which 
means,   "the  house  of  God."     But  the  house  long 
since,  has  been  destroyed,  and  God,  evidently,  has 
left  the  place.     It  was  near  this   place  that  Abram 
made  his  second  stop  in   Palestine,   on  his  journey, 
outhwardTrom  Harari  {Gen!  12":  H),  ~'tnd Called 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord."     In  Joshua's  division  of 
the  territory  among  the  tribes,  it  was  allotted  to 
Benjamin,  and  under  Jeroboam  it  became  the  cen- 
ter  of   the   worship    of   Jehovah    in    the    Northern 
kingdom.     It  is  now  a  village   of  some  four  hun- 
dred inhabitants,  and  presents  all  the  appearances 
of  misery,  poverty  and  desolation. 

Further  on  was  shown  the  place  where  Abraham 
stood  and  offered  the  choice  of  the  land  to  his 
nephew  Lot,  and  quite  a  view  could  be  had  from 
the  point  noted.  This  is  only  supposition,  of 
course.  At  Beerath  we  stopped  for  lunch  and  rest. 
The  place  owes  its  name  to  the  abundant  water  sup- 
ply, as  here  .we  found  an  excellent  spring  of  fresh 
water  which  is  quite  a  prize  in  this  country,  as  wa- 
ter is  very  scarce  during  the  dry  season.  Tradi- 
tion says  that  this  is  the  place  where  Mary  and 
Joseph*  first  discovered  the  absence  of  the  child 
Jesus  from  their  company.  * 

As  we  approach  still  nearer  to  the  city  we  have 
pointed  out  to  us,  Mizpeh,  Rama,  Gibeah  of  Saul, 
etc.,  all  of  Bible  note,  and  may  speak  of  them 
hereafter. 

Now  we  are  on  the  Jaffa  road,  enter  the  Jaffa 
gate,  and  at  four  o'clock  halt  and  dismount  at  the 
Grand  New  Hotel,  which  will  be  our  home  dur- 
ing our  stay  in  the  city.  Here  we  met  brother 
and  sister  Miller,  and  once  more  we  are  a  united 
party. 

Though  this  overland  trip,  down  through  Pal- 
estine, was  one  that  we  were  all  exceedingly  anx- 
ious to  make,  yet,  because  of  the  unsettled  con- 
dition of  the  people  in  the  country,  through  which 
we  had  to  pass,  and  the  probable  dangers  that  we 
might  have  to  meet,  we  started,  entertaining  some 
doubts  and  fears.  But,  trusting  in  the  Lord,  who 
is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  we  were  most  gra- 
ciously preserved  from    all  harm  and  danger,  and 
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us  stronger  in  the  faith  of  the  Master,,  and,  we 
trust,  will  be  helpful  to  us  in  our  work  for  the 
church  and  in  further  promoting  the  cause  of  the 
Master.  And  in  saying  this  we  feel  that  we  voice 
the  sentiments  of  all  in  our  party. 

A  few  words  as  to  our  dragoman,  who  so  ef- 
ficiently conducted  us  through,  and  we  are  done 
with  this  part  of  our  journey.  In  a  journey  of 
this  kind,  much  of  the  safety,  pleasure  and  profit 
of  it  depends  on  the  efficiency  and  possibilities  of 
the  one  who  has  charge  and  conducts  the  party. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  for  our  dragoman, 
Mr.  Dimitri  N.  Tadros,  a  citizen  of  Jerusalem,  a 
man  of  education,  experience  and  familiar  with 
the  different  languages  used  in  the  country,  and 
well  acquainted  with  the  geography  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  places  of  interest  to  tourists.  He  is 
affable  and  courteous,  and  careful  as  to  the  safety 
and  well-being  of  those  who  place  themselves  un- 
der his  care.  He  supplied  us  with  good  and  safe 
horses,  excellent  board,  comfortable  tents  and 
beds,  and,  on  the  whole,  gave  us  a  safe,  pleasant 
and  enjoyable  tour  through  Palestine,  from  Da- 
mascus to  Jerusalem.  We  can  cheerfully  recom- 
mend him  to  those  who  may  wish  to  make  a  simi- 
lar journey.  h.  b.  b. 


ever  was,  and  so  ought  Christians  to  be.  Nothing 
can  make  us  really  and  abidingly  happy  but  this 
godlikeness  of  self-sacrifice.  Not  until  we  find 
it  "  more  Messed  to  give  than  to  receive,"  will  we 
know  the  blessedness  of  Christ's  rest.  See  Acts 
20:35  and  Matt.  11:29.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to 
be  a  Christian.  It  is  nothing  less  than  very  God 
manifest  in  our  flesh.  God  in  Christ  will  not  help 
us  unless  "  Christ  is  in  us  the  hope  of  glory." 
Gal.  2:  20  and  Col.  1 :  27.  "  The  love  of  Christ  con- 
strained us,"  and  "  we  live  not  unto  ourselves, 
but  unto  Him  who  died  for  us,  and  rose  again." 
Cor.  5:  14,  15.  "  The  peace  of  God  which  passeth 
Keeps  our  hearts  and  minds 
s."  Philpp.  4:  7.  "  We  endure 
is  invisible,"  and  "  rejoice  with 
d  full  of  glory."  Heb.  11:27 
When    we    are    weak    we    are 


all   understanding, 

through  Christ  Jes 

as  seeing  Him  wh< 

joy  unspeakable   s 

and    1    Pet.    1:8. 

strong,"   "  we  glory  in   our  infirmitie; 

pleasure  in  reproaches,  in  necessities 

tions,  in  distresses   for  Christ's  sake.' 

9,   10.     The  naturally 

experience,    and   the   unseen   world   is 

real   and    potent   than   things   seen   ar 

Matt.  21:21,  22  and  2  Cor.  4:1s.     Ver 

are   "a  chosen  generation,  a    royal  p: 
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w  thyself  a 

AFTER  MANY  DAYS. 

I  sit  beside  my  flying  loom, 

I  toss  the  shuttle  to  and  fro; 
The  sunlight  floods  the  quiet  room, 

Making  the  pattern  gleam  and  glow. 
Without,  autumnal  glories  shine; 

Through  warp  and  woof  rich  shadows  play; — 
Would  God  it  were  more  fair  and  fine, 

This  web  that  groweth  day  by  day! 
'         '        I  weave  and  weave  till  day  is  done; — 

But  who  will  bleach  the  linen  white, 
By  alchemy  of  rain  and  sun, 

Hot  summer  noons,  and  dewy  night? 
And  who  its  shining  length  will  wear? 

Under  its  folds  what  heart  will  hide 
Its  stress  of  passion,  or  of  prayer, 

Of  wordless  bliss,  or  love  denied? 
I  plant  a  tree  beside  my  gate; 

Slowly  it  rises,  fair  and  tall; 
With  prophecy  of  royal  state 

It  towers  above  the  old  gray  wall! 
But  who  will  see  it  in  its  prime? 

What  lovers  seek  its  leafy  ways? 
What  bard  unborn,  with  song  and  rhyme, 

Wed  its  green  boughs  to  deathless  lays? 
I  build  a  mansion  wide  and  fair; 

I  rear  its  towers  of  fretted  stone; 
But  who  shall  breathe  its  happy  air? 

Who  call  its  sheltering  roof  his  own? 
What  guests  shall  throng  its  chambers  fine? 

What  feet  youth's  joyous  measures  tread 
When  I  have  drained  life's  last  red  wine, 

And  grass  grows  green  above  my  head? 
On  the  soft  air  I  loose  a  song; 

From  pole  to  pole  it  drifteth  far; 
It  floateth  fast,  it  floateth  long, 

Inconsequent  as  breezes  are! 
But  who  will  hear  it  as  it  flies 

Through  shadowy  spaces,  vast  and  dim, 
And  lure  it  from  the  lonely  skies, 

When  I  have  done  with  song  and  hymn? 

— Julia  C.  R.  Dorr  in  the  Independent. 

"FOR  MY  SAKE."-Matt.  5=»- 
BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

Dearly  Beloved  in  Christ:— 

Sin  makes  selfish,  while  love  makes  liberal 
and  self-sacrificing.  The  great  secret  of  Christiani- 
ty is  to  love  as  God  loves.  And  how  God  loves 
we  can  see  in  John  3: 16,  2  Cor.  8: 9  and  Luke 
9:  58.  Unless  this  love  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  are  not  the  children  of 
God.  Rom.  5:5  and  1  John  4: 7"10'  This  love 
will  make  Acts  2:44  and  4:32  the  standing  rule 
of  the  church.  Alas,  how  far  is  this  from  being 
the  fact  to-day!    God  is  as  liberal  to-day  as  he 
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as  portrayed  in  2  Cor.  3:  18  and  4:  6,  will  reach  its 
climax  in  the  advent  of  our  adorable  Redeemer. 
"Christ  the  firstfruits;  afterward  they  that  are 
Christ's  at  his  coming."  1  Cor.  15:23.  Our  citizen- 
ship is  in  heaven;  from  whence  also  we  look  for 
the  Savior,  the  Lordjtsits  Christ:  who  shall  change 
our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  FASHIONED  LIKE 
UNTO  HIS  GLORIOUS  BODY,  according  to  the 
working  whereby  lie  is  able  even  to  subdue  all 
things  unto  Himself."  Philpp.  3:20,  21.  That 
power  has  been  displayed  in  the  resurrection,  and 
is  even  now  working  mightily  in  them  that  believe. 
Eph.  1:  19,  20  and  Col.  1:  29.  The  indwelling 
Christ  is  the  indubitable  assurance  of  our  ultimate 
coronation  with  Him.  "  If  the  Spirit  of  Him  that 
raised  up  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwell  in  you,  He 
that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead  shall  also 
quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  His  Spirit  that 
dwelieth  in  you."  Rom.  8:11.  Glorious  prospect! 
Fellowship  of  life,  fellowship  of  glory,  fellowship 
of  joy,  one  with  Christ  in  all  the  unspeakable  rev- 
elations of  the  Godhead  forever  and  ever!  Let 
it  be  our  high  and  holy  ambition  to  be  CHRISTIANS: 
not    imitators    of    each    other,   but   disciples,    and 


holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people."     I  Pet.  2:  9. 

How  many  of  us  belong  to  this  elect  family? 
A  little  flock."  Luke  12:  32.  '■  Many  called,  few 
chosen."  Matt.  20:  16.  Many  profess,  few  possess. 
The  cross  of  Christ  is  the  test.  The  carnal  mind 
shrinks;  the  regenerate  heart  welcomes.  "  My 
brethren,  count  it  all  joy  when  ye  fall  into  divers 
temptations;  knowing  this,  that  the  trying  of  your 
faith  worketh  patience."  James  1:2,  3.  "  In  your 
patience  possess  ye  your  souls."  Luke  21:19. 
"The  God  of  patience"  is  the  source  of  all  pa- 
tience in  the  saints.  Rom.  15:5  and  Col.  I:  II. 
Such  souls  can  sing  songs  of  praise  in  the  "  inner 
prison"  with  "the  feet  fast  in  the  stocks,"  and 
"rejoice  that  they  are  counted  worthy  to  suffer 
shame  for  His  name."     Acts  16:  24,  25  and  5:  41. 

This  is  religion,  and  only  this.  Who  believes  it? 
Who  realizes  and  exemplifies  it?  All  who  incar- 
nate Christ.  God  did  not  come  in  the  flesh  to 
gather  an  elect  of  self-seeking  Antinomians.  Only 
those  born  of  God,  who  are  "  partakers  of  the  di- 
vine nature,"  can  joyfully  "  look  for  that  blessed 
hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great 
God.  and  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ."  Titus  2:  13. 
The  saints  "  love  His  appearing."  2  Tim.  4: 8. 
Their  "  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God,"  earnestly 
waiting  for  the  advent  of  the  Bridegroom,  groaning 
within  themselves  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  re- 
demption of  the  body.  Rom.  8:  19-23.  This  fact 
is  specially  consolatory  to  you  in  your  invalidism 
and  helplessness.  He  is  not  only  with  you  now 
as  your  life  and  peace  and  hope,  but  He  will  come 
1  you  will  "  see  him  as  he  is, 
I  John  3:2.  Every  pang  that 
body  is  a  prophecy  of  the  "  far 
1  eternal  weight  of  glory."  In 
mation,  you  may  truly 
hich  is  but  for  a  mo- 


again  in  person 
and  be  like  him 
darts  through  y< 
more  exceeding  and 
view  of  this  glorious  consu 
say,   "  our  light  affliction, 
ment."     2  Cor.  4:  17. 

The  second  advent  of  Christ  is  as  certain  as  the 
first.  His  work  on  earth  is  not  yet  done.  The 
"  until  "  in  Acts  3:21  is  a  period  of  momentous  im- 
port. No  wonder  the  Christian  is  always  jubilant, 
even  if  prostrate  for  years  on  the  couch  of  suf- 
fering. The  song  of  his  soul  ever  is,  "I  know 
whom  I  have  believed,  and  zm  persuaded  that  He  is 
able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  unto 
Him  against  that  day."  2  Tim.  i:  12.  There  is 
a  blessed  counterpart  to  this  in  the  pressing,  loving 
injunction,  "that  good  thing  which  was  committed 
unto  thee,  keep  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  dwelieth 
in  us."  '2  Tim.  I:  14.  "Kept  by  the  power  of  Gou 
through  faith  unto  salvation  ready  to  be  revealed 

IN  THE  LAST  TIME."       I   Pet.  $. 

What  a  present  beatitude!  What  an  inspiring 
Now  are  we  the  sons  of  God,  and  it  doth 
ppear  what  we  shall  be."     We  are  Christs 

ure  and  have  heaven  by  prelibation.     By 

faith  we  reckon  according  to  Paul  in  Rom.  8:  18. 
The  process  now  going  on  in  our  renewed  nature, 


hope!     " 
not  yet 


i  duplicates  of  Emmanuel.  Let  the 
1  Heb.  12:  2  be  the  consecration  of  our 
for  time  and  eternity. 
:lose  without  thanking  you  that  "  your 
hath  flourished  again."  Philpp.  4:  10. 
rity  I  can  say  that  "  I  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  greatly "  that  there  are  still  some  who  re- 
member that  Christ  has  a  pen-minister  whose  work 
He  sustains  by  ravens  whom  He  commissions  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  carry  His  bounty.     My  bank  is 


apo 


In   all 


founded    on     the 
Philpp.   4:  19;    Col 
and  Christ  is  God's. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa, 


nfinite    resourc 

2:  9,    10.     "\ 

1  Cor.  3:  23. 


of    Jehovah, 
are    Christ's; 


"THE  LORD  OUR  RIOHTEOUSNESS."-Jer.  aj"6. 

I1Y  S.  N,  M'CANN. 

Number  Four. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin, 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 2 
Cor.  5:  21. 

To  Refuse  to  Obey  a  Command  of  Jesus  Throws  us 
Back  Upon  Our  Works,  and  then  We  Have  but  a  Rel- 
ative Degree  of  Holiness. 

While  our  works  are  not  meritorious  in  the 
work  of  salvation,  they  cannot  be  willfully  with- 
held without  cutting  off  our  only  ground  of  merit. 
While  our  obedience  does  not  make  a  factor  in  the 
work  of  justification,  to  withhold  our  obedience  in 
the  smallest  thing  severs  us  from  Christ,  our  only 
ground  of  merit. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  become  lord  and  master 
ourselves,  instead  of  allowing  Jesus  to  be  such  to 
us.     John  13:  13-15. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  say  that  we  know  better 
what  is  our  duty  than  did  our  Dear  Father  in 
heaven.     John  14:  24. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  seek  to  please  men  and 
not  God.     Gal.  1:  10. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  say  our  works  are  worth 
more  than  the  works  of  Jesus,  our  Savior. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  offend  in  one  point  and 
become  guilty  of  all.    James  2:  10. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  say,  "  Lord,  Lord,"  and 
not  do  the  things  that  Jesus  said.     Matt.  7:  21. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is  to  know  to  do  good  and  do 
it  not.    James  4:  17. 

To  refuse  to  obey  is 
the  Word.     James  2:  25. 

To  obey  all  that  we  are  commanded  to  do  is  to 
be  but  an  unprofitable  servant,  but  to  refuse  to 
obey  anything  that  we  are  commanded  to  do  will 
cut  off  Christ  our  Righteousness,  and  we  be- 
come servants  of  the  devil.     Luke  17:  10. 

"Lord,  not  my  will  but  thine"  is  the  life-long 
plea  of  the  man  who  has  Christ  for  his  holiness. 
"  Father,  it  is  so  little  that  I  do;  help  me  to  do 
more,"  is  the  bent  of  his  mind. 

While  the  man  who  depends  upon  his  works  is 
seeking  to  find  an  excuse  for  less  work,  the  man 
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who  depends  alone  upon  the  righteousness  of  Je- 
sus is  seeking  and  longing  for  the  opportunity  and 
the  ability  to  do  more  work. 

While  the  man  who  depends  upon  his  work  is 
seeking  an  excuse  to  gratify  his  lust  for  fashion- 
able dress  and  fashionable  society,  seeking  an  ex- 
cuse to  gratify  perverted  appetite  for  tobacco, 
stimulants  and  the  like,  the  man  who  depends 
alone  upon  Jesus  is  battling  with  every  sin  and 
every  evil  in  himself,  in  the  world,  in  dress,  appe- 
tite, thought,  word  and  all,— crying  out  in  the  ago- 
ny of  his  spirit,  "Who  shall  deliver  me  from  this 
body  of  death,"  instead  of  seeking  an  excuse  to 
go  on  in  sin.     Rom.  7:  24. 

While  the  man  who  depends  upon  himself,  is 
seeking  to  justify  his  failures  by  the  failures  of 
others,  the  man  who  is  consecrated,  having  Christ 
as  his  substitute,  is  mourning  over  his  failures  and 
earnestly  pleading  for  strength  to  overcome  them. 

While  the  man  who  depends  upon  his  obedience 
for  justification  rivals  the  lukewarm  and  careless 
to  see  who  can  be  most  like  the  world  and  yet 
be  counted  a  Christian, — the  one  who  depends  not 
upon  his  works  but  upon  Christ,  our  sanctification, 
strives  to  see  more  and  more  of  the  likeness  of 
Jesus  in  his  life. 

The  man  who  trusts  his  obedience  is  apt  to  be 
concerned  about  what  people  think  ur  say  about 
his  obeying  this  command  or  that  one,  but  the 
man  who  trusts  Christ's  obedience  is  concerned 
to  know  what  his  Master  would  have  him  to  do,  for 
he  loves  Jesus. 

The  man  who  obeys  in  order  to  get  to  heaven, 
will  find  some  things  that  he  don't  need  to  do 
in  God's  Word,  but  the  man  who  obeys  because 
he  is  perfect,  because  he  is  holy,  Christ  being 
his  righteousness,  never  finds  a  non-essential  in 
God's  Holy  Word. 

The  man  who  obeys  because  it  is  his  duty  to 
obey,  will  often  find  an  excuse,  but  the  man  who 
obeys  because  he  is  consecrated,  will  never  find 
an  excuse. 

If  Christ  could  only  be  Lord  and  Master,  this 
strife  about  dress,  worldly  amusements,  tobacco, 
stimulants  as  a  beverage,  feet-washing,  salutation 
of  the  holy  kiss,  baptism,  non-swearing,  non-re-" 
sistance,  secret  societies,  and  the  like,  would  cease, 
and  true  consecration  would  give  willing,  loving 
service. 

To  refuse  to  obey  Christ  in  the  smallest  thing 
cuts  him  off  as  our  righteousness,  and  then  we 
have  no  part  with  him,  for  our  works  cannot  justify 

Peter  willfully  refused  to  obey  when  he  said  to 
the  Lord,  "Thou  shalt  never  wash  my  feet,"  John 
13:8,  but  when  he  learned  what  the  penalty  would 
be  he  humbly  submitted.  For  us  to  willfully  dis- 
obey takes  Christ  from  us  and  then  we  have  no 
part  with  him. 

"  If  a  man  love  me  he  will  keep  my  words," 
John  14:  23.  "  If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye 
shall  abide  in  my  love."  John  15:  10.  The  con- 
secrated child  loves  because  Jesus  justifies,  sanc- 
tifies and  saves  him,  because  Christ  is  his  holiness, 
his  perfection,  his  righteousness,  and  because  he 
loves  he  obeys  from  the  heart  that  form  of  doctrine 
delivered  unto  him. 

The  consecrated  child,  realizing  that  even  while 
he  was  yet  a  sinner  Christ  died  for  him  (Rom. 
5:  8),  loves  because  he  is  a  new  creature  "  created 
in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  God  hath 
before  ordained  that  he  should  walk  in  them." 
Eph.  2:  10. 

True  consecration  means  loving,  consecrated 
service,  means  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  the  good 
of  others,  means  to  be  constantly  nailed  to 'the 
cross,  dying  and  behold  we  live,  sorrowing  yet 
always  rejoicing,  having  nothing,  yet  possessing 
all  things.     "  Lord,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 

A  JEWISH  REPUBLIC  FOR  PALESTINE. 

All  signs  seem  to  indicate  the  impending  dis- 
solution of  the  Turkish  Empire.  The  fall  of  Con- 
stantinople may  occur  any  day.  Never  since  the 
fall  of  that  celebrated  city,  centuries  ago,  has  there 


occurred  an  event  with  greater  consequences  for 
succeeding  times  than  such  as  may  follow  the 
downfall  of  Constantinople  now.  Certainly  the 
rule  of  the  Turk  deserves  to  come  to  an  end. 
Abdul  Hamid  has  completely  demonstrated  the 
incapacity  of  his  race  to  rule  any  longer  over 
some  of  the  fairest  lands  on  earth.  Armed  inter- 
vention ought  immediately  to  take  place  on  the 
part  of  the  six  great  powers  in  behalf  of  the 
Armenians,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that 
a  partition  of  the  Sultan's  dominions  may  at  once 
follow.  Armenia  should  be  constructed  into  an 
independent  state.  The  Armenians  are  perfectly 
capable  of  self-government,  and  undoubtedly,  with 
their  commercial  instincts,  would  enter  upon  a 
career  of  unparalleled  prosperity,  even  for  so  old 
a  nation. 

Many  perplexing  questions  will  arise  with  the 
dismemberment  of  the  Turkish  dominions.  As  a 
partial  solution  to  this  whole  question,  why  would 
it  not  be  well  to  erect  the  land  of  Palestine  into 
a  Jewish  republic?  To  be  sure,  this  would  not 
solve  the  most  perplexing  phases  of  the  question. 
It  would  not  determine  as  to  what  shall  become 
of  Constantinople.  But  it  would  dispose  of  the 
difficulty  as  to  the  disposal  of  a  part  of  the  do- 
minions in  Asiatic  Turkey.  Moreover,  it  would 
settle  so  many  vexing  sociological  problems  that 
have  disturbed  the  peace  of  Europe  for  centuries, 
that  it  would  seem  the  part  of  wisdom  so  to  do. 
By  this  means  Anti-Semitism  might  be  forever 
banished  from  Austria,  Germany  and  Russia;  and 
by  giving  to  the  Jewish  race  a  local  habitation 
and  a  name,  a  career  of  unexampled  prosperity 
might  be  inaugurated  even  for  that  once  pros- 
perous and  ancient  race.  With  a  home  of  their 
own,  the  Jewish  people  would  command  respect 
everywhere;  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  wealth 
and  political  sagacity  among  them  for  the  most 
successful  carrying  out  of  the  idea. 

Is  not  this  the  time  for  the  Zionistic  movement 
to  be  pressed  to  its  utmost  conclusions?  Where 
are  the  friends  of  this  movement  among  the 
English  nobility?  Let  them  watch  the  signs  of 
the  times  and  make  their  influence  to  be  felt  in 
political  circles  for  the  rehabilitation  of  Palestine 
in  more  than  its  pristine  glory.  Who  among  them 
have  entered  upon  the  active  campaign  of  agita- 
tion and  of  creating  public  opinion  for  this  much- 
to-be-desired  object?  Philhelienism  was  a  noble 
passion,  but  Philhebraism  has  more  of  possibilities 
within  it  for  the  world's  betterment  than  possibly 
can  proceed  from  Greece  in  the  days  to  come. 

The  government  of  the  new  State  ought  to  be 
a  republic.  This  would  be  far  more  in  keeping 
with  the  sentiments  of  non-Jewish  peoples  who 
would  make  such  a  project  feasible.  The  idea  of 
any  king  of  the  Jews  reigning  in  Jerusalem  other 
than  Jesus  would  be  repugnant  to  the  sentiment 
of  Christendom.  One  only  is  King  of  the  Jews. 
That  any  other  than  a  king  of  David's  line  should 
reign  in  Jerusalem  over  the  Jews,  would  be  anoma- 
lous and  undesirable.  All  records  of  the  Davidic 
house  have  long  ago  perished.  Jesus  only  is  the 
King  of  the  line  of  David  who  has  the  right  to 
rule  over  the  Jews.  The  best  solution  as  to  the 
form  of  government  for  the  Jewish  State,  it  would 
seem,  would  be  a  republic.  This  would  be,  in 
some  measure,  a  return  to  the  form  of  government 
prevalent  in  Israel  before  the  erection  of  the 
monarchy.  The  chief  rulers  at  that  time  were  de- 
nominated judges.  Similarly  the  chief  magistrates 
in  the  sister  Semitic  North  African  state  of 
Carthage  were  called  Suffices,  a  Punic  word  allied 
to  the  Hebrew  Sophelim,  judges.  The  Jewish  peo- 
ple are  possessed  of  eminent  capacity  for  popular 
self-government. 

The  laws  of  Schulchan  Aruch  and  of  the  Talmud 
would  be  inappropriate  to  be  made  the  code  of 
the  land  without  modification  at  the  present  day. 
But  Israel  is  rich  in  legal  lore  and  from  the  store- 
houses of  his  own  vast  treasuries  of  learning,  let 
the  code  of  the  land  be  drawn.  Those  repositories 
of  common  law,  Babba  Kamma,  Babba  Metsia,  Babba 
Bathra,  in  the  Mishna  surely  would  furnish  a  great 
amount  of  material  that  would  apply  at  the  present 


time.  Let  the  Sublime  Porte,  Babli  All,  be  taken 
down,  and  let  these  three  gates  be  erected,  modi- 
Red  largely  by  certain  ideas  of  Christian  civilization 
which  have  been  acquired  in  western  lands;  as 
for  example,  by  ideas  of  modern  civilization  con- 
cerning divorce. 

Of  course  we  refer  only  to  the  highest  standards 
on  this  subject.  It  is  time  that  Turkish  travesties 
of  justice  were  put  down  in  Palestine,  and  that 
tribunals  be  erected  whence  justice  in  reality  shall 
be  dispensed.  One  of  the  first  principles  of  Pal- 
estine  law  should  be  the  separation  of  church  and 
state.  No  form  of  religion  should  be  made  the 
state  religion.  This  would  be  on  a  level  with  the 
most  advanced  enlightenment  of  the  present  day. 
The  world  has  seen  too  much  (and  still  is  witness 
of  the  same),  of  the  evil  effects  of  the  union  of 
church  and  state.  The  Jews  have  suffered  infinite- 
ly too  much  to  become  themselves  a  persecuting 
power.  A  large  element  of  Judaism  would  never 
consent  to  witness  such  proceedings.  Many  of 
the  accepted  principles  among  Christian  nations 
are  the  direct  outgrowth  of  the  teachings  of  the 
New  Testament.  These,  many  of  them,  the  Jewish 
people  would  have  to  accept,  else  there  would 
be  another  eastern  question,  and  cause  for  inter- 
ference again  on  the  part  of  the  powers.  All, 
however,  will  be  happily  disposed  of  when  the 
principles  of  the  New  Testament  shall  directly 
take  root  and  spread  with  any  large  success  among 
the  Jews.  The  union  of  church  and  state  is  for- 
bidden by  the  New  Testament.  The  words  of 
Jesus  are  plain.  All  Christian  nations  have  not 
apprehended  his  words,  however.  In  proportion 
as  the  "  church  "  has  been  dominated  by  worldly 
ambitions,  she  has  not  desired  that  the  question 
should  be  understood  in  the  light  of  the  New 
Testament.  But  the  nearer  that  Christian  people 
approach  to  apostolic  Christianity,  the  clearer  will 
the  subject  be  understood;  and  when  Christianity 
prevails  among  the  Jews,  as  it  certainly  will,  Jews 
will  accept  nothing  less  than  apostolic  Christianity,  i 
Should  this  project  of  a  Jewish  state  materialize,  ' 
they,  among  the  Jewish  people,  who  have  become 
believers  in  Jesus,  ought  to  take  a  living  interest 
in  the  whole  subject,  and  when  the  time  is  oppor- 
tune, they  should  enter  into  the  land  with  their 
brethren,  adding  the  leaven  of  their  influence  in 
the  important  work  of  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Jewish  state. — The  Peculiar  People. 


A  PICTURE  OF  LIFE. 


BY  JAMES  A.  SELL. 


As  I  look  from  my  window  to  our  little  garden 
this  wintry  morning,  it  is  almost  full  of  snow.  The 
storm  of  the  past  few  days  has  caught  up  the  flakes 
and  whirled  them  around,  and  at  last  cast  them 
in  some  sheltered  nook.  This  garden  that,  a  few 
days  ago,  blushed  in  pink  and  carmine  upon  the 
deep  green  background,  and  where  the  birds,  en- 
ticed by  the  rich  odors  of  the  lily  and  rose,  came 
to  sing  their  sweetest  songs,  is  now  buried  deep 
beneath  the  snow.  Instead  of  the  bewildering 
richness  of  the  feathered  songsters,  we  have  the 
angry  moan  of  the  hurricane. 

How  changed  the  scene!  The  violets  and  but- 
tercups,— peeping  through  the  verdure,  bowing 
their  coronated  heads  to  the  soft  breeze,  to  crown 
the  Queen  of  Spring,  and  waiving  their  perfumed 
censer  to  fill  the  air,  as  it  dozed  in  contented 
languor,— are  swept  away  as  if  by  magic,  and  the 
fitful  storm  from  wintry  skies  is  holding  all  now 
in  its  icy  embrace. 

How  much  like  this  garden  is  our  life!  Pros- 
perity fills  us  with  plenty.  Roses  bloom  along 
our  path.  Joy  fills  our  heart  and  our  cup  is  full. 
The  envoy  of  health  has  bathed  his  wings  in  the 
dews  of  the  morning,  and  health  follows,  while 
disease  is  driven  away  as  it  fled  from  the  Savior's 
touch.  Life,  at  its  best,  is  a  pleasant  thing.  We 
repose  in  the  beauties  around.  The  soul  is  filled 
with  the  entrancing  music  of  joy.  Every  sight  and 
sound  conspires  to  add  new  charms  to  life. 

Now  comes  the  reverse.     Prosperity  withers  be- 
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fore  the  scorching  blast  of  want.  Health  fades 
before  the  miasmatic  agent  of  disease.  Bereave- 
ment fills  the  soul  with  the  sad  loneliness  that 
knows  no  comfort.  Joy  is  turned  to  sorrow.  Our 
sweet  and  pleasant  sleep  is  turned  to  heaviness 
The  nerves  are  all  on  a  twitch,  and  cruel  pain  racks 
the  body.  Like  the  garden,  we  are  snowed  under, 
and  hemmed  about,— yes,  drifted  in.  O,  how 
gloomy  life  is  now!  No  sounds  to  cheer.  No 
birds  to  twitter.  The  flush  of  health  is  faded  out 
of  the  cheek,  and  life  is  only  a  waste  of  wearisome 
hours.  But  the  Queen  of  Spring  will,  in  due  time, 
assert  her  power  and  drive  back  the  Winter  King! 
and,  with  her  balm-laden  breath,  dissolve  the 
snow-drift  and  call  forth  the  flowers  that  slumber 
beneath  it,  and  paint  upon  their  leaves  the  beauti- 
ful colors  of  life,  and  fill  their  chalices  with  the 
rich  odors  of  her  native  tropical  clime.  The  feath- 
ered choristers  will  come  and  fill  the  air  with  melo- 
dy, and  all  will  appear  the  more  lovely,  and  make 
life  the  sweeter  because  of  the  change  and  variety. 
The  snow  was  a  shelter  while  here,  and  its  going 
left  the  elements  of  growth  in  the  soil,  and  the 
garden,  in  its  vegetables  and  fruits  to  strengthen, 
and  flowers  to  gladden,  was  made  the  better  by  its 
being  here. 

The  reverses  of  this  life  have  their  use.  Those 
who  have  passed  under  the  darkest  clouds  of  sor- 
row and  want  know  best  how  to  appreciate  joy 
and  prosperity.  We  learn  life's  lessons  best  in 
the  thorny  road  of  experience  The  road  to  high- 
er Christian  attainments,  starts  in  the  sufferings 
and  sorrows  of  this  life. 


Flowers,  when  bruised,  emit  their  sweetest  fra- 
grance; so  our  Christian  graces  are  brought  to 
a  higher  degree  of  perfection  under  the  rod  of 
affliction.  If  the  heart  does  sometimes  ache,  it 
is  made  better  by  the  pain.  Solomon  says:  "  By 
the  sadness  of  the  countenance  the  heart  is  made 
better."  Bereavement  impresses  the  heart  with 
lessons  of  tenderness  and  sympathy.  That  which 
.  we  make  a  sacrifice  to  obtain,  becomes  the  more 
1  precious1  to  us  because  of  the  sacrifice.  It  is  the 
sun  shining  on  and  behind  the  clouds  that  hangs 
God's  great  pictures  on  the  walls  of  the  sky,  and 
gives  us  the  glory  of  the  sunset.  Cheer  up, 
"pilgrim,  bereft  and  lone," 

"The  clouds  that  shadow  the  earth, 
And  the  lurid  storms  that  rise. 
Are  lined  with  a  golden  light, 
And  served  but  to  paint  the  skies." 

"  Trust  in  the  Lord  and  he  will  strengthen  thy 
heart."  All  our  despondency  and  heartaches  will 
then  pass  away  as  the  morning  mist,  in  the  dissolv- 
ing rays  of  heavenly  peace  that  always  follow 
the  night  of  sorrow  and  trouble.  The  darker  the 
night  the  brighter  the  stars  shine, — the  darkness 
makes  them  sparkle.  Said  our  Savior:  "Blessed 
are  they  who  mourn,  for  they  shall  be  comforted." 
"  He  that  goeth  forth  weeping,  bearing  precious 
seeds,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing, 
bringing  his  sheaves  with  him." 

This  should  inspire  us  with  joy.  This  caused 
the  apostles  to  sing  praises  to  God  in  the  dungeon 
at  midnight.  This  gave  to  David  "songs  in  the 
night."  "Unto  the  upright  there  ariseth  light  in 
the  darkness." 
"O  the  rain  song  of  the  robin!      How  it  thrills  my  heart  to 

The  rain  song  of  the  robin  in  the  summer  of  the  year! 

How  I  long  for  wings  to  join  him  where  his  carol  poureth  free. 

And  for  words  to  beg  the  secret  of  his  magic  minstrelsy! 

Does  he  sing  because  he  revels  in  the  fury  of  the  storm? 

In  the  thunder  and  the  lightning  does  he  find  a  hidden  charm? 

Or,  with  prophet  eye,  enraptured,  does  he  see  the  darkness 

past, 
And  the  beauty  which  shall  blossom  when  the  clouds  disperse 

at  last? 
When  the  rain  on  me  descendeth,  and  thy  clouds  above  me  roll, 
Grant,  O  God,  the  power  of  singing  to  my  tempest-shaken  soul ! 
May  I  see  thy  mercy  shining  far  behind  the  outer  gloom! 
May  f  hear  the  angels  chanting!    May  I  see  the  lilies  bloom!" 
McKee's  Gap,  Pa. 


WHERE  IS  YOUR  PA1TH? 


BY  JENNIE  A.  STEPHENS. 

The  storms  of  life  often  seem  to  engulf  us.  At 
times  the  waves  toss  us  up  and  down  the  ocean  of 
time,  and  the  tide  carries  us  onward  in  the  gale. 
We,  as  lost  mariners,  are  drifted  upon  the  rocks. 
Helpless  and  lost  is  our  condition  were  it  not  for 
the  still  small  voice,  which,  in  this  momentous 
hour,  calls  us  and  says,  ■■  Where  is  your  faith ?  "  It 
is  Jesus  that  is  near  by,  to  quell  the  sorrows  that  we 
encounter  on  life's  troubled  sea.  Do  we  not  hear 
his  question  amid  our  greatest  trials,  as  tossed  by 
the  raging  winds?  His  loving  answer  is,  "  Peace, 
be  still."  Ah,  Jesus  is  by  our  frail  bark,  to  guide 
us  safely  to  shore,  if  we  only  trust  in  his  grace. 

How  many  hearts  can  say  as  the  Master  said  0 
one  occasion,  "  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole;  g 
in  peace?  "  Have  we  faith  in  him  who  has  pron 
ised  that  all  those  things  should  be  added  unto  1 
if  we  believe  in  his  name?  He  will  verify  h 
promise  if  we  have  a  living  faith.  He  asks  us  to  do 
his  teachings  or  commands. 

The  duties  of  life  are  many,  and  often  require  us 
to  show  to  the  world  our  faith.    James  says,  "  Shi 
me  thy  faith  without  works  and   I   will  show  thee 
my  faith  by  my  works.     Have  we  faith   to  put  01 
the  whole   armor  of   God,— to   separate   oursclve 
from  the  world  in  conversation  and   in  non-confot 
mity?     Have  we  faith  to  carry  cups  of  cold  wate 
in  the  Master's  name,  to  visit  the  sick  non-profes 
sors.  and  humbly  fall  upon  our  knees  and  ask  th 
Father's  blessings  upon  them  and  theirs,  to  restore 
them  to  health  if  it  is  his  will?     Have  we   faith  to 
speak  to  the  erring,  to  win  them  to  Christ?     If 
are  not  daily  walking  by  faith,  then  can  the  wc 
say  to  us,  "  Oh  vain  man,  thy  faith  without  works 
is  dead." 

Pleasant  Home,  Oregon. 


Losing  the  temper  takes  all  the  sweet,  pure  feel- 
ing out  of  life.  You  may  get  up  in  the  morning 
with  a  clean  heart,  full  of  song,  and  start  ou 
happy  as  a  bird,  and  the  moment  you  are  crossed 
and  you  give  way  to  your  temper,  the  clean  fcelin 
vanishes  and  a  load  as  heavy  as  lead  is  rolled  upon 
the  heart,  and  you  go  through  the  rest  of  the  day 
feeling  like  a  culprit.  And  any  one  who  has 
perienced  this  feeling  knows  that  it  cannot  be 
shaken  off,  but  must  be  prayed  off. 


Man  is  worth  saving  or  Christ  would  not  have 
lived  and  died  to  save  man.  No  matter  how  base 
how  gross,  how  debauched  men  may  be  they  are 
worth  saving.  There  is  a  jewel  in  every  soul  anc 
that  jewel  should  belong  to  God. — Rev.  J.  L.  Hasite. 


**-THE  k  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOLS 


Genius  loves  toil,  impediment  and  poverty,  for 
from  these  it  gains  its  strength,  throws  off  the  shad- 
ows, and  lifts  its  proud  head  to  immortality. 


THE  POWER  OF  JESUS.-Luke  5:  17-26. 

(Lesson  for  Feb.  2,  1896.) 

Time.— A-  D.  28,  a  few  weeks  after  the  time  of 
last  lesson. 

Place. — Capernaum,  a  city  on  the  northwestern 
shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  about  seventy-five 
miles  north  of  Jerusalem. 

Persons. — Jesus,  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  the  pal- 
sied man  and  his  attendants. 

Introductory. — After  the  Master's  rejection  at 
Nazareth,  which  occurred  immediately  after  the 
delivery  of  his  discourse,  of  which  we  studied  in 
last  le=son,  he  removed  to  Capernaum,  where  he 
called  James,  John,  Peter  and  Andrew  from  their 
fishing  nets,  and  then,  on  that  great  day  of  mira- 
cles, he  cast  out  an  evil  spirit,  healed  Peter's 
wife's  mother,  and  many  other  sick  who  came  to 
him.  From  here  the  Lord  and  his  disciples  set 
out  on  their  first  missionary  tour  through  Galilee. 
Upon  their  return  to  Capernaum  the  events  of  this 
lesson  occurred. 


1.  an  act  of  faith. 

1.  They  sought  an  opportunity.  "They  sought 
means  to  bring  him  in.  This  was  the  kind  of  faith 
that  was  anxious  to  express  itself.  These  friends 
of  this  poor  invalid  believed  in  the  power  of  Jesus 
to  heal,  and  believing  this,  they  were  on  the  alert 
to  bring  their  unfortunate  brother  within  reach  of 
this  power.  O  brethren,  must  we  not  confess  that 
our  lives  are  too  empty  of  effort  to  bring  our  sin- 
sick  neighbors  within  the  range  of  the  healing, 
power  of  Jesus?  If  half  of  us  who  profess  to  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  were  interested  as  we  should  be  im 
the  salvation  of  the  lost,  and  diligent  and  con- 
stant in  seeking  means  to  bring  them  in,  an  impetus 
would  be  given  to  this  soul-saving  work  of  the 
Lord  hitherto  altogether  unknown. 

2,  Their  effort  was  extraordinary.  They  could 
not  bring  their  palsied  friend  to  the  Divine  Heal- 
er by  ordinary  means.  "They  could  not  find  by 
what  way  they  might  bring  him  in."  Then  "they 
went  upon  the  housetop,  and  let  him  down  through 
the  tiling."  To-day,  when  men  fail,  by  ordinary 
means  and  ordinary  efforts,  to  bring  their  friends 
to  Jesus  they  usually  give  it  up.  It  really  appears 
too  often,  anyhow,  as  if  we  were  looking  more  for 
excuses  for  abandoning  the  Lord's  work  than  for 
opportunities  for  accomplishing  his  purposes.  To 
accomplish  an  extraordinary  amount  of  extraordi- 
nary work  there  must  be  a  considerable  amount  of 
extraordinary  effort.  In  this  case  it  took  four  men 
and  the  breaking  in  of  a  house  roof  to  save  one. 
In  this  age,  when  so  many  are  sin-sick  and  sin- 
dying,   why  do    we  not   use  as  great    diligence   to 
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toration  of  the  palsied  man  was  done  in 
response  to  faith.  Jesus  is  always  pleased  with  a 
confiding  faith  and  is  always  prompt  to  reward  it. 
lie  bestows  upon  us  showers  of  blessing,  abun- 
dance of  love  and  grace,  not  because  we  have 
earned  them  or  in  any  way  deserve  them,  but  be- 
cause he  in  mercy  hears  our  believing  petitions, 
and  in  pity  and  compassion  sees,  our  utter  hclp- 
lessnes  and  need. 

HI.  AN  ACT  OF  POWER. 

1.  The  Lord 's power  over  metis  bodies.  He  could 
say,  "Arise,  and  take  up  thy  couch,"  and  the  most 
stubborn  case  of  disease  would  yield  to  his  divine 
command  and  release  from  thralldom  its  long-held 
victim.  At  a  time  when  all  the  race  lay  in  dark- 
ness and  the  principles  of  the  new  kingdom  were 
unreceived  and  for  the  most  part  unknown,  the 
Lord  thus  outwardly  manifested  his  power  over 
men's  bodies  that  he  might  thus  reach  their  souls. 
They  had  to  be  convinced  of  his  power  and  au- 
thority, and  hence,  upon  this  occasion,  as  upon 
others,  he  exercised  his  power  that  all  men  might 
know  that  he  was  the  Divine  Person  he  claimed 
to  be. 

2.  The  Lords  power  over  men' s  souls.  It  was  as 
easy  for  him  to  say,  "Thy  sins  be  forgiven  thee," 
as  to  say,  "  Rise  up  and  walk."  We  look  upon  the 
marvelous  displays  of  divine  power,  manifested  in 
olden  times,  as  contrasted  with  anything  we  see 
to-day,  and  we  say,  "The  days  of  miracles  are 
past."  But  we  forget  that  a  renewed  soul  is  more 
worthy  of  wonder  than  a  resurrected  body;  that  to 
accomplish  the  former  requires  as  direct  an  inter- 
position of  the  power  of  God  as  the  former;  that 
miracles  of  divine  grace  have  now  taken  the  place 
largely  of  miracles  in  the  material  realm.  God  is 
as  mighty  to-day  as  in  any  age  of  the  world  and 
wills  to  do  as  much  for  the  human  race;  but  with 
thousands  of  servants  who  ought  to  stand  ready 
to  do  his  bidding,  he  now  would  act  through  hu- 

nstrumcntality.  It  is  my  duty  and  yours  to 
e  human  suffering,  to  heal  the  sick,  to  feed 
the  hungry  and  to  comfort  the  dying;  and  in  a 
piritual  way  to  strengthen  the  weak,  carry  medi- 
ine  and  eye-salve  to  the  sick  and  blind,  and  offer 
the  life-giving  Word  to  the  spiritually  dying,  and 
the  dead!  Shall  the  work  of  the  Lord  thus 
nue  as  effectively  as  when  he  was  here  in  per- 
He  would  have  it  so  continue  through  our  ef- 
fort/ What  are  we  doing?  James  M.  Neff. 
FruiidaU,  Ala. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 

Course    of    Reading. 
HI1ST  11 ,111. 

1.  "Crisis  ol  Missions."  cloth,  li.oa;  paper .14  cents 

3.  "Lllc  ol  A.  Jurlson."  cloth,  n  cents;  paper is  cents 

a.  "  Non-Such  Piolessor,"  cloth 83  cents. 

SECOND   YEAH. 

c.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth.  S4  cents;  paper 34  cents. 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moftat,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper IS  cents, 

7.  "  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea."  cloth 70  cents. 

B.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 6S  cents. 

Tlllltn    YEAR. 

o.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth St  00 

10.  "Lllcol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth,        70  cents. 

11    "  l)„  Not  Say."and  "Actsol  the  Apostles,"  ch,  r3-ao 10  cents. 

is.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book."  cloth.  6H  cents;  paper .13  cents. 

jajr-Prlces,  as  (riven  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

EXBCUTIVB  Committer-  op  RbaDING  Circxb.— W.  B.  Stover.  Rnlsar, 
India;  H.  M.  Barwu  k.  Wesl  Alexandria.  Ohio,  Mrs.  II.  M  Stover,  Waynes- 
boro,  Pa..  Edith  R,  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  Pa,:  J.  M.  Nelf.  Fruildale,  Ala. 

Officers  OF  Reading  ClRCLE.-Presldcnt,  W.  B.  Stover  Bnlsar,  Ind.; 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  New- 
comer. Waynesboro,  Pa..— to  whom  all  communications  concerning,  the 
Reading  Circle  si... old  be  addressed,  hut  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 
Addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co..  Mount  Morris.  111. 


YOUR  THOUGHTS. 


Havf.  you  any  unkind  thoughts? 
Do  not  write  them  down. 
Write  no  word  that  giveth  pain; 
Written  wortls  may  long  remain. 
Have  you  heard  some  idle  tale? 
Do  not  write  it  down. 
Gossips  may  repeat  it  o'er, 
Adding  to  its  bitter  store. 
Have  you  any  care'ess  jest? 
Bury  it,  and  let  it  rest; 
It  may  wound  some  loving  breast, 
Words  of  love  nnd  tenderness, 
Words  .,r  truth  and  kindliness, 
Words  of  comfort  for  the  sad, 
Words  of  gladness  for  the  glad. 
Words  of  counsel  for  the  bad — 
Wisely  write  them  down. 

My  things, 


Words,  though  small 
Pause  before  you  wri 
Little  words  may  gro 
With  bitter  breath,  o 
Pray  before  you  writi 


e  then: 

1'  and  bloom 


Mo. 


MT.  MORRIS  COLLEGE  NOTES. 

— It  affords  us  pleasure  to  give  the  readers  of  the 
Messenger  some  of  the  happenings  of  the  past 
month.  Although  the  holiday  vacation  this  year 
was  somewhat  longer  than  usual,  some  of  our  stu- 
dents found  it  too  short.  A  larger  number  than  us- 
ual visited  loved  ones  in  their  homes. 

— Prof.  Royer  spent  his  vacation  near  Dayton, 
Ohio,  holding  a  series  of  meetings.  He  reports  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  meeting. 

—Profs.  Clair  and  Weaver  visited  the  National 
Business  Institute  in  Chicago.  They  believe  in  im- 
proving every  opportunity  in  preparation  to  do 
more  efficient  work. 

—During  the  holiday  vacation  quite  a  number  of 
our  former  students  took  upon  themselves  the  mar- 
riage vow.  Among  them  we  mention  Bro.  C.  E. 
Eckerle,  Pres.  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  Business  College, 
and  sister  Ella  Amick,  of  Mt.  Morris;  Bro.  Wm. 
Trostle,  of  Iowa,  and  sister  Katie  Rowland,  of  Polo, 
111.;  Bro.  D.  L.  Forney,  from  the  Southwestern 
Mission  Field,  and  sister  Anna  Shull,  of  Virden 
111.;  and  Bro.  ].  K.  Miller,  of  Iowa,  and  sister  Shel- 
ley, of  Mastersonville.  Pa.  May  their  united  lives 
be  spent  in  the  service  of  the  Master. 

—Among  the  number  of  former  students  and 
teachers  who  visited  friends  at  Mt.  .Morris  during 
vacation,  we  mention  Prof.  Schlicher,  Emery  Yundt 
L.  A.  Pollock,  M.  W.  Emmert,  U.  R.  Young  and 
Martin  Hoffman. 

—With  the  opening  of  the  new  year  our  enroll- 
ment has  been  materially  increased,  and  the  pros- 
pects for  the  future  are  encouraging. 


At  this  writing  one  week  of  our  Bible  term  is 
past.  The  term  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting and  profitable  ones  we  have  ever  had. 
Thus  far  classes  recited  daily  in  New  Testament 
Geography,  Life  of  Christ,  Jewish  History,  Moral 
Philosophy,  Church  Doctrine,  Missionary  Work, 
Homiletics,  and  Bible  and  Hymn  Reading.  Over 
one  hundred  have  taken  work  in  these  classes,  rep- 
resenting Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
and  Missouri.*  The  Lord  so  direct  as  to  make  the 
work  done  prove  far  reaching  for  good. 

Mrs.  Flora  E.  Teague. 

CMICAOO  MISSION  NOTES. 

BV  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

There  is  probably  no  other  calling  that  affords 
better  opportunity  to  discover  in  one's  own  self  the 
existence  of  real  selfishness  than  in  that  of  mission 
work.  We  ask  the  Lord  to  guide  us  in  our  daily 
work,  to  bring  us  in  contact  with  those  who  need 
our  help,  and  with  such  circumstances  as  will  ad- 
vance his  cause  and  then  shrink  from  a  plain  duty 
which  lies  before  us.  Such  was  our  experience  re- 
cently upon  entering  the  sickroom  of  a  poor  He- 
brew mother.  But  thanks  be  to  God  who  gives 
grace  for  the  hour  and  frequently  follows  it  with 
an  immediate  blessing.  The  blessing  may  be  as 
the  look  of  sincere  gratitude  from  one  who  could 
look  her  thanks  better  than  express  them. 

We  are  sometimes  written  to,  to  secure  employ- 
ment for  persons.  While  "  there  is  always  room  at 
the  top,"  there  are  many  in  this  great  city  out  of 
work.  Not  long  since  I  heard  a  gentleman  give  a 
motto  for  any  seeking  employment.  It  was  this; 
'■  Put  yourself  right  with  God,  ask  him  for  work; 
then  hustle."  Although  the  expression  is  not  the 
most  elegant,  it  contains  good  advice.  There  are 
others  who  write  us,  expressing  a  great  desire  to  do 
mission  work  and  to  attend  a  Bible  school.  We 
are  glad  for  the  growing  spirit  of  sacrifice.  More 
laborers  are  needed  and  more  competent  and  con- 
secrated ones  are  needed.  If  you  think  your  field 
where  you  are  is  too  small  for  you,  work  all  the 
more  and  the  bands  that  hinder  you  will  break  as  a 
result  of  your  own  earnest  efforts.  If  you  cannot 
attend  a  Bible  school,  if  you  cannot  sit  in  the  tem- 
ple among  the  doctors,  hearing  and  answering 
questions,  then  be  subject  to  the  sphere  of  home 
life.  It  may  be  that  that  is  the  place  where  the 
Lord  wants  you  at  present.  But  while  in  the  quiet 
Nazareth  home,  be  sure  you  grow.  Grow  in  grace, 
by  diligent  study;  in  stature,  or  strength,  by  honest 
labor;  in  favor  with  God  and  man,  by  obedience. 

A  good  mother  writes,  "We  are  three.  We  have 
a  dear  little  boy.  Pray  for  us  that  we  may  teach 
and  train  him  aright."  Would  that  we  had  more 
praying  mothers  as  was  Samuel's,  and  more  par- 
ents who,  as  the  parents  of  the  boy  Jesus,  were  in 
the  habit  of  going  regularly  to  the  temple  to  wor- 
ship. There  is  probably  no  more  fruitful  cause  for 
the  need  of  mission  work,  than  the  lack  of  praying 
mothers  and  fathers,  and  of  church-going  fathers 
and  mothers.  Joseph  and  Mary  had  Christ  in  their 
home  and  might  for  this  reason  have  had  an  excuse 
for  not  going  to  church,  but  had  they  not  been 
church-goers.  God  would  not  likely  have  given 
them  the  honor  of  training  his  Son  Jesus.  If  we 
would  have  Christ  in  our  home,  let  us  not  "  forsake 
the  assembling  of  ourselves  together  as  the  manner 
of  some  is,"  and  the  Lord  will  delight  in  helping 
train  the  boys  and  girls. 

"I  enclose  in  my  letter  one  dollar  for  the  mis- 
sion. Part  of  it  is  of  my  week's  wages,  and  fifty 
cents  I  saved  by  walking  to  our  nearest  town  in- 
stead of  going  in  the  stage."  "  I  never  gave  any- 
thing so  much  from  the  heart  as  this,  and  I  am  hap- 
py." These  words  came  from  a  girl  who  once  at- 
tended a  boarding  school.  The  Lord's  store-house 
is  full  of  blessing,  but  we  have  no  promise  of  shar- 
ing them  without  sacrifice. 


"  Little  Mary"  sends  us  pretty  cards  and  Sunday 
school  papers  for  the  children.  She  is  in  her  own 
beautiful  yet  possible  way  helping  "  make  ready  a 
people  prepared  for  the  Lord."  A  class  of  Sunday 
school  boys  sends  a  contribution,  the  money  the  re- 
sult of  each  one  investing  a  dime  given  them  one 
year  ago  by  their  teacher.  One  boy  gave  his  ex- 
perience, which  may  be  helpful  to  others.  He 
first  bought  a  pig,  and  it  died.  He  then  bought  an- 
other, and  it  died  also.  He  then  invested  in  poul- 
try, and  the  result  was  success,  a  good,  liberal  do- 
nation for  the  Lord's  work,  and  doubtless  he  is  the 
more  a  real  boy,  and  will  the  more  make  a  real 
man,  for  having  persisted  notwithstanding  apparent 
failures.  Has  not  the  Lord  blessed  him  thrice,  for 
three  honest  efforts,  else  how  could  he  have  made 
the  second  and  third  investment?  A  class  of  Sun- 
day school  girls  from  the  same  school  have  remem- 
bered the  Lord's  work  here  also.  May  God  bless 
one  and  all  who  have  so  kindly  sent  of  their  means, 
as  well  as  clothing  and  papers.  "  Whosoever  is  of 
a  willing  heart,  let  him  bring  it,  an  offering  of  the 
Lord." 

183  Hastings  St.,  Chicago. 


A  SINOLE  QLASS. 


A  striking  illustration  of  the  deadly  fascination 
of  strong  drink  may  be  found  in  the  following  ac- 
count taken  some  time  since  from  the  Kansas  City 
Times: 

"  A  young  gentleman,  a  journalist,  a  capitalist, 
and  a  Christian,  is  the  victim  of  a  suddenly  ac- 
quired mania,  which  is  remarkable.  He  went  to 
visit  his  former  home,  last  summer,  in  Cincinnati. 
On  his  way  home  to  Kansas  City  he  became  sick, 
and.  in  the  absence  of  a  doctor,  went  to  the  steam- 
boat bar  and  asked  for  and  was  given  a  drink  of 
whiskey.  The  drink  coming  upon  a  system  unac- 
customed to  it,  created  an  intoxication,  which  has 
i  perpetual  ever  since.  It  gave  the  young  man 
1  a  mania  for  strong  drink  that  nothing  could 
restrain  him  in  his  excesses. 

There  was  nothing  about  his  intoxication  offen- 
sive to  those  who  visited  him.  On  the  contrary, 
his  brilliant  mind  and  inexhaustible  fund  of  conver- 
sation seemed  to  be  renewed.  He  knew  that  he 
was  surrendering  himself  to  drink  and  its  fascinat- 
ing effects,  but  paid  no  attention  to  the  remon- 
strances of  his  friends.  There  was  nothing  violent 
in  his  excesses.  He  was  calm,  mild,  and  genial; 
but  he  insisted  on  drinking  when  he  desired  to 
drink,  and  he  kept  on  drinking.  He  had  a  wife  to 
whom  he  was  devoted;  he  idolized  her  and  made 
every  provision  for  her  comfort.  He  was  a  member 
of  a  church,  and  in  good  standing;  a  good  lawyer, 
and  the  chosen  leader  of  the  Young  Men's  Repub- 
lican Club.  He  owns  a  large  amount  of  real  estate, 
and  was  on  the  highway  to  wealth  and  prosperity. 
He  had  never  taken  a  drop  of  intoxicating  liquors  in/its 
life  before  this  drink  was  taken  on  the  Ohio  steam- 
boat. Yesterday  he  was  taken  East  by  his  father 
and  brother,  where  restraint  will  be  placed  upon  his 
actions,  in  the  hope  that  the  brilliant  and  cultivated 
mind  may  be  saved  from  this  strange  and  fatal  in- 
fatuation." 

Such  was  the  effect  of  taking  a  single  glass  of 
whiskey.  Up  to  that  point  this  young  man  could 
say,  "  I  can  drink,  or  I  can  let  it  alone;"  but  when 
he  had  once  drank,  he  could  let  it  alone  no  longer. 
What  he  drank  no  one  can  tell.  The  drugged  in- 
toxicants of  the  present  day  work  fearful  havoc 
with  both  mind  and  body.  Genuine  alcoholic 
liquors  are  deadly,  but  the  drugged  and  adulterat- 
ed beverages  now  in  use  are  far  worse.  He  that 
lets  them  alone  is  safe..  He  who  tastes  a  single 
drop  may  find  in  him  the  appetite  of  drinking  an- 
cestors, which  only  waits  a  spark  to  kindle  it  into  a 
devouring  flame. 

Men  differ  Some  can  drink,  and  stop  when 
they  please.  Others  cannot.  You  can  set  a  light 
to  a  stick  of  wood,  and  put  it  out  when  it  is  half 
burned;  but  if  you  undertake  to  burn  out  half  of  a 
keg  of  powder,  you  will  not  be  able  to  stop  just  on 
the  line.  Keep  fire  away  from  powder,  and  whiskey 
away  from  men.— Christian  Safeguard. 


January  25,  18 
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THE  MASTER'S  WORDS. 


SELECTED  BY  ORMAN  H.  LUTE. 


"They  have  not  passed  away.    The  ages  lie 
In  myriad  heaps  of  ashes,  cold  and  gray, 
Upon  the  moorlands  stretching  far  away 
Into  the  past,  where  gaunt  against  the  sky 
A  cross  once  stood  and  raised  its  arms  on  high. 
Gone  is  the  cross,  and  likewise  gone  are  they 
Who  saw  the  Master  lifted  up  that  day 
To  perish  that  the  world  might  never  die, 
But  to  have  eternal  life.    Caiaphas  lies 
To  his  last  sleep,  and  Herod's  bones  are  dust; 
Judas'  memory  is  a  thing  of  rust, 
Which  Time  shall  sweep  away.    The  arching  skit 
Themselves  shall  pass;  the  earth  itself  decay; 
But  Christ's  sweet  words  shall  never  pass  away." 


PRACTICE  WHAT  YOU  PREACH  AND  PREACH 
WHAT  YOU  PRACTICE. 


Practice  what  you  preach  is  a  maxim  as  appro- 
priately applicable  to-day,  as  when  first  used  an- 
ciently. 

Criticism  is  one  of  the  lawful  things  of  the  day, 
to  which  we  are  sometimes  subjected.  But  if 
ever  there  was  a  time  in  which  men  and  women 
should  stand -firm  with  their  feet  on  the  rock  Christ 
Jesus,  it  is  in  this  our  day  of  modern  criticism. 
Men  and  women  of  strong  convictions  of  truth  are 
/wanted  all  along  the  line,  fearlessly  and  boldly  ad- 
vocating what  is  taught  in  divine  revelation. 

Nearly  forty  years  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of 
seeing  and  hearing  the  eminent  Dr.  Philip  Schaff 
in  a  number  of  sermons  from  the  pulpit,  when  he 
was  President  of  a  theological  college  of  the  then 
"  German  Reformed  Church"  (but  afterwards  the 
word  German  was  dropped)  at  Mercersburg,  Pa. 
Mr.  Schaff  was  a  man  of  strong  physical  body,  as 
well  as  strong  mentally. 

On  one  occasion  when  the  mode  of  baptism  was 
called  in  question  by  under-professors  and  stu- 
dents of  the  college  referred  to,  the  doctor,  with 
his  strong  convictions  of  Christian  baptism,  was 
called  to  help  settle  the  "difficult  problem."  He 
openly  expounded  it  as  meaning  trine  immersion, 
which  nearly  cost  him  his  position  as  President  of 
the  college.  Oh,  for  more  divine  power  to  carry 
out  our  strong  convictions  of  truth! 

Philip  Schaff's  comments  on  doctrinal  points  are 
largely  used  in  our  Bible  Schools.  These  facts  are 
given  to  the  readers  of  the  Messenger,  that  others 
may  appreciate  the  doctor's  position,  at  least  pri- 
vately. Had  he  lived  at  the  present  time,  with  so 
many  more  strong  advocates  of  Primitive  Chris- 
tianity, he  might  have  been  won  to  a  greater  power 
for  good  in  the  world.  A  man,  holding  a  lucrative 
position  as  he  did,  at  the  time  of  the  exposition  re- 
ferred to,  with  high,  worldly  honors  heaped  upon 
him,  was  not  likely  to  break  the  shackles  and  fet- 
ters that  bound  him  to  a  people  that  conferred  so 
much  respect,  by  aiding  so  freely  financially. 

The  doctor  had  very  little  of  this  world's  goods 
when  he  came  to  America.  An  incident  in  his  life 
here  shows  his  appreciation  of  favors.  He  was  a 
strong  believer  of  "heavenly  recognition"  and 
wrote  some  of  the  finest  sentiments  I  ever  read, 
outside  of  God's  Word. 

One  of  the  members  of  his  church  who  had 
given  much  substantial  aid,  had  gone  to  his  re- 
ward. A  son  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
generous  father,  having,  in  after-years,  sickened, 
and  was  nearing  the  brink  of  life,  Mr.  Schaff  called 
upon  him  in  hi3  last  moments  and  sent  with  the 


dying  man  to  the  eternal  world  this  message, 
"  Tell  your  father  when  you  see  him  how  I  am  suc- 
ceeding down  here.  I  owe  so  much  to  him  for  his 
assistance  and  so  much  appreciate  his  benevo- 
lence." Here  the  veil  of  futurity  may  have  been 
drawn  too  far,  but  let  us,  brethren  and  sisters, 
from  this  take  the  lesson,  to  fearlessly  preach  what 
we  practice,  is  my  prayer! 
Mt.  Moms,  III. 

AGENTS  AND  PREACHERS,  READ  THIS. 

BY  ARTEMAS  SMITH. 

[Here  is  something  that  we  would  like  all  of  our  agents  and 
preachers  to  read,  and  then  act  accordingly.— Ed.] 

The  Gospel  Messenger  comes  to  our  home 
each  week  and  we  appreciate  the  visit.  Wc  have 
heard  it  said  that  when  we  liked  the  minister's 
preaching  we  should  not  be  afraid  to  tell  him  so. 
Acting  on  the  principle,  we  will  say  that  the  Mes- 
senger is  a  good  paper.  It  is  a  query  to  us  how 
so  many  families  in  the  Brotherhood  can  do  with- 
out the  church  paper.  It  is  also  a  subject  of  won- 
der that  there  is  so  little  effort  made  to  increase 
its  circulation.  We  do  not  remember  of  ever  meet- 
ing the  agent  of  the  Messenger  in  making  a  can- 
vass of  the  congregation,  yet  we  frequently  meet 
the  agents  for  other  papers. 

We  think  one  of  the  principal  reasons  why  the 
Messenger  is  not  more  generally  read  is,  that  its 
value  as  a  family  paper  is  not  known.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  should  be  a  welcome  visitor  at  every 
home  and  fireside  in  the  Brotherhood,  and  by  some 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  members,  those  of  the 
neighbors  who  are  not  members,  might  be  in- 
duced to  subscribe,  and,  through  the  influence  of 
the  paper,  become  members  of  the  church,  and  re- 
joice not  only  in  the  weekly  visits  of  the  paper, 
but  in  the  hope  of  salvation. 

The  Messenger  is  a  reliable  source  of  informa- 
tion to  those  most  remote,  as  well  as  those  cen- 
trally located,  of  every  movement,  enterprise  and 
purpose  of  the  church,  through  the  delegated  au- 
thority of  Annual  Meeting,  and,  also,  of  the  degree 
of  prosperity  enjoyed  in  the  church  at  large.  The 
accounts  of  foreign  travel  by  our  brethren  are  very 
entertaining  to  persons  who  have  never  been  out- 
side of  the  United  States.  Each  number  of  the 
paper  also  contains  several  good  essays,  designed 
to  make  plain  the  path  of  duty,  or  to  cheer  and 
strengthen  those  who  may  have  grown  weary  by 
the  way.  The  Editorial  Miscellany  is  good,  of- 
ten giving  intelligence  not  obtained  anywhere  else, 
and  then  the  obituaries  tell  us  of  the  depart- 
ure of  loved  ones  who  resided  in  a  distant  State. 
With  it  all  is  the  thought  that  the  Messenger  is  a 
connecting  link  between  separated  members  of  the 
same  family.  Although  we  may  not  be  personally 
acquainted,  we  are  united  in  hope,  in  aim,  in  pur- 
pose. Items  read  in  the  Messenger,  bringing  sor- 
row to  us,  have  the  same  effect  on  others,  though 
long  distances  separate  us.  We  offer  the  sugges- 
tion that  every  evangelist  and  traveling  preacher 
while  holding  series  of  meetings  throughout  the 
Brotherhood,  exert  himself  to  put  the  Gospel 
Messenger  into  as  many  new  families  as  possible, 
thus  making  a  missionary  out  of  the  paper.  Give 
it  all  the  prominence  possible,  in  the  church  and 
out.  Especial  efforts  should  .be  made  among  the 
members,  for  those  who  do  not  take  it  miss  much. 

Dego,  Ind.  _ 

CHRISTIAN  WORK. 


never  made  to  work.  But  hands  that  will  not 
work,  sometimes  will  take  what  others  work  to 
earn;  and  the  Jews  have  a  proverb  that  a  man  who 
brings  up  his  son  without  a  trade,  brings  him  up 
to  be  a  thief. 

Paul  the  apostle,  is  believed  to  have  been  a  very 
fair  specimen  of  a  Christian  worker,  but  he  made 
tents  for  a  living,  and  as  nearly  as  we  can  judge, 
wrote  and  preached  as  effectively  as  any  of  those 
Christian  workers  who  deem  honest  labor  beneath 
their  notice  and  dignity.  At  midnight  in  the  Phil- 
ippian  jail  Paul  and  Silas  prayed  and  sang  praises, 
and  the  prisoners  heard  them;  but  when  tossed  by 
Euroclydon  in  the  Adriatic,  Paul  was  on  deck  at- 
tending to  business;  and  when  they  got  ashore,  in- 
stead of  wrapping  himself  up  in  pious  dignity,  and 
sitting  around  lor  others  to  wait  upon  him,  he  was 
the  man  who  was  picking  up  sticks  to  build  a  fire, 
and  shaking  off  snakes  when  they  fastened  them- 
selves upon  him. 

Christian  work  consists  quite  as  much  in  feeding 
the  hungry,  clothing  the  naked,  caring  for  the  sick, 
and  helping  the  distressed,  as  it  does  in  singing 
psalms  and  solos,  living  in  idle  sanctity  at  the  ex- 
pense of  weary  workers  who  eat  their  bread  in  the 
sweat  of  their  faces,  and  begging  bread  for  the 
poor  and  feeding  it  to  the  lazy. 

When  a  storm  came  down  upon  the  Highland 
loch,  and  the  little  boat  in  which  sat  burley  Nor- 
man McLeod  and  another  little  slender  minister, 
was  in  danger  of  being  upset,  it  was  proposed  that 
they  pray.  "  Nay,  nay,"  said  the  old  Scotch  boat- 
man, "  let  the  little  ane  pray,  but  the  big  ant-  maun 
tak'  an  oar."  And  there  has  been  many  a  "  Chris- 
tian worker,"  half  dead  with  dyspepsia  from  drink- 
ing strong  tea  and  eating  roast  chickens,  who 
would  serve  his  generation  quite  as  well  by  earn- 
ing his  own  living,  and  still  be  able  to  do  all  the 
Christian  work  which  God  calls  him  to  perform. 
Of  course,  those  that  preach  the  Gospel  should 
live  of  the  Gospel;  but  they  should  make  a  busi- 
ness of  it;  and  if  a  man  is  too  lazy  to  work  and 
earn  his  own  bread,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  he 
is  likely  to  be  called  into  the  Lord's  vineyard  at 
all.  The  Lord's  call  is  to  busy  men,  like  Peter  and 
John  with  their  fishing  nets,  Matthew  at  the  re- 
ceipt of  custom,  David  keeping  his  father's  sheep, 
Gideon  threshing  wheat,  Moses  tending  Jethro's 
flocks  in  the  desert  of  Midian,  or  Elisha  plowing 
with  twelve  yoke  of  oxen,  and  he  with  the  twelfth; 
—these  are  the  kind  of  men  that  the  Lord  calls  to 
his  work;  but  men  who  spend  their  time  in  idle- 
ness, in  loafing,  in  drinking  and  hanging  round 
saloons,  and  who  take  up  Christian  wo-k  as  a  soft 
job  when  they  find  it  is  easier,  and  pays  better, 
than  serving  the  devil,  these  are  the  Christian 
workers  that  make  work  for  other  people,  and  ac- 
complish very  little  themselves— H.  L.  Hastings. 


There  are  some  people  v 
about   Christian  work.     Mr, 
work"    might  be  described   as   ' 
still,"  while  others  work  for  then 
workers  are  most  comfortable  v 
the  work  that  others   have  done, 
on  other  men's  foundations,  and  i 
they  bestowed  no  labor.     If  they 
ing  at  night,  and  lounge 
and  be  well  paid   for  th 


of  their  "Christian 
"  Christian   sitting- 
;m.     Some  of  these 
when  they  live  on 
e,  when  they  build 
ip  that  whereon 
in  go  to  a  meet- 
it  through  the  day, 
labor,  they  think  they 


are  fulfilling  their  destiny  as  "  Christian  workers." 
Such  people  sometimes  say  that  their  hands  were 


LOST  IN  SIOHT  OF  HOME. 

Some  fourteen  years  ago,  in  Canada,  there  was  a 
young  lady  whose  custom  it  was  to  spend  her  win- 
ter nights  at  balls.  She  had  gone  one  night  to  a 
ball  six  or  seven  miles  from  home,  and  her  parents 
did  not  expect  her  to  return  that  night.  When  the 
ball  was  over,  she  took  it  into  her  head  to  go  home 
unaccompanied.  They  tried  to  dissuade  her,  but 
it  was  no  use,  and,  to  make  matters  worse,  there 
was  an  awful  snowstorm.  The  next  morning,  when 
her  mother  looked  out  of  the  window,  she  fancied 
she  saw  an  object  upon  the  snow  some  distance 
from  the  garden  gate.  She  rang  the  bell,  sum- 
moned up  the  servant,  and  said,  "I  think  some 
poor  traveler  has  missed  his  track  during  the 
night,  and  if  he  stays  there  he  will  succumb  to  the 
intense  cold."  They  went  out  and  brought  the  ob- 
ject in,  when  the  mother  found  it  was  the  lifeless 
body  of  her  darling  child.  The  snow  around 
showed  th.re  had  been  a  struggle,  and  she  had  got 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  her  home, 
and  there  pt  rished.  How  many  there  are  who  get 
within  sight  of  the  home  of  Christ's  kingdom,  and 
yet  some  sinful  indulgence  keeps  them  back!  "Al- 
most, yet  lost!" — Christian  Herald. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  January  25,  1806. 


We  are  requested  to  announce  a  feast  at  the 
Monitor  church,  May  16,  but  no  State  is  men- 
tioned. 

The  District  Meeting  for  the  Second  District  of 
Virginia  will  be  held  at  the  Mount  Zion  church, 
Page  county,  April  16  and  17. 


Bro.  Fercken  reports  two  more  baptized  in 
Smyrna.  Including  himself  and  wife,  this  makes  a 
membership  of  eight  in  that  ancient  city. 

Bro.  Michael  Florv  writes  us  that  the  meetings 
in  the  Astoria  church,  111.,  are  still  growing  in  inter- 
est. Four  have  been  baptized  and  other  applicants 
await  baptism. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Miller  writes  that  more  ministerial 
help  in  the  Bremen  church,  Marshall  county,  Ind., 
would  be  very  much  appreciated,  lie  held  some 
meetings  there  in  December,  and  baptized  one. 


Bro.  W.  B.  Stover,  under  date  of  Dec.  18,  writes 
us  that  he  is  again  at  his  post  in  Bulsar,  India,  feeling 
happy  and  hopeful.  His  restoration  to  health  is 
encouraging  news  to  the  friends  of  missionary  work. 


The  Bible  school  that  was  to  have  been  held  in 
the  Pittsburg  house,  Ludlow  church,  Ohio,  last 
November,  and  postponed,  will  begin  on  the  even- 
ing of  Feb.  S.  We  are  requested  to  ssy  that  all  are 
invited. 


Bro.  P.  D.  Fahrney,  Frederick,  Md.,  reports  in- 
teresting meetings  at  that  place  and  three  acces- 
sions. The  meetings  were  commenced  by  Bro.  Eli 
Yourtee,  who  preached  one  week,  and  are  contin- 
ued by  the  home  ministers. 


We  regret  that  in  making  up  the  list  of  minister 
for  our  Almanac,  for  1S96,  the  name  of  Bro.  Danii 
S.  Brallier,  Altoona,  Pa.,  was  omitted,  owing  to  on 
being  misinformed.  We  will  endeavor  to  make  th 
correction  in  the  next  Almanac  we  bring  out. 


SoMETtME  ago  mention  was  made  of  the  need 
of  a  minister  at  Cartersville,  Va.  Bro.  Wm.  Mal- 
lory  writes  that  they  are  still  without  a  preach- 
er, and  that  one  would  be  greatly  appreciated  in 
that  part  of  the  East.  He  says  theirs  is  a  good- 
ly land  and  the  climate  is  inviting. 


Bro.  John  Wolfe,  of  Liberty,  Illinois,  though 
nearly  ninety  years  old,  still  enjoys  life  and  writes 
us  a  real  interesting  letter  occasionally.  In  a  com- 
munication just  received,  he  tells  us  of  his  good 
health,  how  he  enjoyed  the  Annual  Meeting  and  of 
his  interest  in  the  Master's  work.  We  hope  to  re- 
ceive many  more  annual  letters  from  him. 


Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  is 
spending  most  of  his  time  traveling  and  preaching 
this  winter.  He  is  now  visiting  a  number  of  points 
in  Eastern  Kansas.  He  is  to  be  in  the  Mount  by 
Feb.  10.  

Bro.  L.  W.  Teeter  closed  his  work  here  last 
Sunday  evening  and  started  to  Huntingdon,  Pa., 
the  next  day,  expecting  to  be  there  one  week  or 
more.  While  here  he  did  some  excellent  service 
in  the  way  of  outlining  the  doctrinal  features  of  the 
New  Testament. 


Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison,  who,  for  the  present, 
may  be  addressed  at  Covina,  Cal.,  was  sixty  years 
old  Jan.  15.  He  is  preaching  daily,  expects  to  re- 
turn to  his  home  at  McPherson,  Kans..  by  May  I, 
and  spend  the  summer  holding  meetings  in  various 
parts  of  the  North. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  is  with  us  this  week,  giv- 
ing evening  lessons  on  Secret  Orders  that  will  prove 
helpful  to  the  young  especially,  and  may  be  the 
means  of  keeping  scores  of  them  out  of  the  secret 
orders.  His  manner  of  treating  the  subject  is 
pointed,  logical  and  convincing. 


By  the  time  this  reaches  our  readers,  brother  and 
sister  Miller  will  probably  be  on  the  island  of  Cey- 
lon, directly  under  the  equator,  and  to  the  south  of 
India.  This  island  is  named,  in  hymn  265  of  the 
Brethren's  Hymn  Book.  For  the  next  few  weeks 
Bro.  Miller  may  be  addressed  at  Yokohomo,  Japan. 
At  the  lower  left  corner  of  the  envelope  write,  Paste 
Rcstante.  He  is  wonderfully  pleased  with  India,  and 
says  that  if  he  were  a  young  man  he  would  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  working  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  people  in  that  genial  clime. 


One  of  our  brethren  writes,  and  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  caution  against  the  baptizing  of  innocent 
children,  saying  that  some,  who  do  not  fully  under- 
stand our  position  regarding  adult  baptism,  really 
;o  accuse  us  of  administering  the  rite  to  innocent 
hildren.  We  need  not  pause  to  consider  the  term 
innocent,  but  when  children  know  enough,  and  are 
old  enough  to  personally  and  intelligently  apply 
for  baptism  and  membership  in  the  church,  they 
have  reached  the  age  of  responsibility,  in  a  measure, 
at  least,  and  are  entitled  to  due  consideration  upon 
the  part  of  those  who  are  older.  And  while  proper 
caution  is  to  be  recommended,  care  should  also  be 
taken  that  we  do  not  place  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
very  young  applicants  that  may  be  the  means  of 
keeping  them  away  from  Christ  the  rest  of  their 

s.  We  would  rather  urge  that  more  attention 
be  given  to  instructing  them  aright  before  baptiz- 
ng  them,  and  when  they  come  into  the  church 
they  should  be  wisely  fed  upon  the  sincere  milk  of 
the  Word  and  receive  such  other  help  as  will  enable 

n  to  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Truth.  

WHY  NOT? 

Last  week   in   Bombay   I  met  a  young   Baptist 

inister  who  had  been  in  India  a  year,  working  in 

Baptist  mission  at  an  up-country    station,    fifty 

lilcs  from  the  railway.     He  told  me  he  came  out 

at  his  own  expense  and  was  paying  his  own  way. 

He  seemed  to  enjoy  -the  work  very  much  and  felt 

that  God  was  blessing  him.     Living  in  India  is  very 

cheap  and  may  easily  be  brought  within  the  range 

of  two  hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 

for  one  person. 

Thinking  of  this  young  man  I  said,  Why  not  ask 
for  volunteers  of  this  kind  in  our  own  work?  Are 
there  not  among  us  yonng  brethren  and  sisters  who 
have  an  income  that  would  justify  them  in  doing 
this  thing?  Are  there  not  some  to  whom  God  has 
given  this  world's  goods  that  would  be  willing  to 
come  to  India  and  help  in  the  good  work  here? 
Why  not  come?  It  is  the  Lord's  work,  and  the 
Lord's  blessing  will  surely  follow.  The  time  is 
here  when  volunteers  are  needed.  Who  will  say  on 
these  terms,  "  Lord,  here  am  I,  send  me"  ? 


We  also  ought  to  have  several  young  brethren  in 
Smyrna  with  Bro.  Fercken,  studying  the  Turkish 
and  getting  ready  to  take  up  the  work  at  Philadel- 
phia and  other  points  in  Asia  Minor.  The  cost  of 
living  in  Smyrna  is  much  higher  than  in  India,  say 
nearly  double;  hence  a  larger  income  would  be 
necessary.  There  is,  as  I  pointed  out  in  "  Seven 
Churches  of  Asia,"  an  open  door  for  primitive 
Christianity  in  Asia  Minor.  See  what  abundant 
proof  God  has  already  given  of  his  acceptance  of 
Bro.  Fercken's  ministry  in  Smyrna!  And  then,  my 
young  brethren,  you  to  whom  God  has  entrusted 
much  of  this  world's  goods,  ask  yourself  the  ques- 
tion, Why  not  go  into  this  fruitful  field  as  a  volun- 
teer for  the  work  of  the  Lord? 

Fathers  and  mothers  with  abundant  store,  has 
God  given  you  a  son  who  is  anxious  to  enter  either 
of  these  fields  of  labor?  Why  not  dedicate  him  to 
the  Lord  as  Hannah  did  Samuel,  and  supplying  him 
with  a  support,  send  him  to  labor  in  these  vine- 
yards? He  may  never  become  rich  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver but  what  a  crown  of  incalculable  glory  will  be 
won  in  leading  these  waiting  souls  to  Christ! 

And  substitutes  will  be  welcomed.  Here  is  a 
young  man  faithful  in  all  his  ways  and  he  is  willing 
to  go.  There  is  a  brother  who  cannot  go,  but  he 
has  an  abundance  of  money.  Brother,  why  not 
send  a  substitute?  Why  not  furnish  the  sinews  of 
war?  Why  not  have  a  substitute  working  among 
these  three  hundred  million  heathen? 

Who  will  volunteer  ?  The  blood-stained  banner 
for  King  Emmanuel  has  been  unfurled  in  India  and 
Asia  Minor.  Souls  are  coming  to  Christ.  The  call 
comes  for  help.  Who  will  come  and  join  the 
march  to  victory?  Brother,  sister,  have  you. the 
means?  Then  why  not  come  or  send?  Oh  why 
not?  I  hear  a  brother  and  sister  say,  We  will  send. 
Who  comes  next?  d.  l.  m. 


OUR  ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Letters  from  several  of  our  readers  indicate 
that  there  has  been  more  or  less  dissatisfaction 
among  some  of  our  patrons  on  account  of  the 
North  Dakota  land  advertisements.  It  is  claimed 
by  a  few,  who  have  written  us,  that  the  advantages 
f  the  country  are  overdrawn  and  even  misrepre- 
sented, and  that  the  tendency  of  such  flaming  ad- 
vertisements is  to  make  our  people  restless.  It  is. 
also  feared  that  many  of  the  poor,  who  procure 
homes  on  these  lands,  may  soon  come  to  want  and 
have  to  call  for  help,  and  that  this  thing  of  sending 
help  year  after  year,  to  people  who  locate  where 
nothing  can  be  raised,  is  becoming  monotonous. 

In  reply  to  these  complaints  we  wish  to  state,  by 
way  of  explanation,  that  we  have  some  space,  lim- 
ited to  the  two  last  pages,  that  we  sell  to  advertis- 
ers whom  we  have  good  reasons  to  believe  are  do- 
ing an  honorable  business,  and  whenever  evidence 
is  furnished  us,  showing  that  any  of  the  men  or 
firms,  advertising  in  the  Messenger,  are  doing  an 
unjust  or  dishonorable  business,  we  shall  at  once 
take  their  "  ads"  out  of  the  paper,  for  no  amount  of 
money  can  purchase  space  in  the  Messenger  for 
men  not  doing  a  square  and  upright  business.  So 
far  no  evidence  has  been  furnished  us  showing  that 
the  North  Dakota  people  are  dealing  unjustly,  or 
taking  the  advantage  of  our  patrons,  or  telling  a 
known  or  even  an  apparent  untruth  about  the  part 
of  the  country  they  advertise.  But  should  we  learn 
that  they  are  doing  so  we  will  unceremoniously  re- 
move their  advertisements  from  our  columns.  We 
have  been  at  some  pains  to  look  into  their  work- 
ings and  claims,  and  so  far  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  their  honesty. 

Now  we  have  a  little  advice  to  give  our  readers 
concerning  land  advertisements  in  the  Messenger 
or  any  other  journal.  The  object  of  these  adver- 
tisements is  to  call  attention  to  lands  that  may  be 
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January  25,  18 

.  had  by  those  desiring  to  purchase  or  otherwise  pro 
,  cure  these  lands.  Such  advertisements  usually  set 
forth  the  advantages  of  the  country  in  the  very  best 
light,  and  people  ought  to  have  judgment  enough 
to  look  into  the  merits  of  the  claims  before  pur- 
■  chasing.  No  man  ought  to  think  of  purchasing 
land,  or  moving  to  a  new  place,  without  first  in- 
specting it  for  himself,  or  have  some  reliabh 
son  do  so  for  him,  then,  in  case  of  ; 
he  can  have  no  one  to  blame  for  h 
himself. 

And  now,  once  for  all,  we  advise  those  who  have 
good  homes  to  be  very  slow  about  parting  witli 
them  unless  they  know  that  they  can  do  better 
spiritually  as  well  as  temporally.  For  the  want  of 
a  little  prudence  along  this  line,  many  well-to-do 
members — and  some  of  them  preachers — have  bee 
ruined.  There  are  yet  many  unsettled  localiti 
where  good  homes  may  be  had  both  in  the  north 
and  south,  east  and  west,  but  it  is  not  good  for  peo- 
ple, who  have  homes  of  their  own,  to  become  over- 
restless  on  account  of  a  few  land  advertisements. 

And,  we  again  repeat,  that  we  will  not,  knowing- 
ly, permit  a  man  or  firm,  not  doing  a  strictly  honora- 
ble and  just  business,  to  advertise  in  the  Messenger 
And  should  our  advertisers  treat  any  of  our  patrons 
unjustly  we  want  to  be  advised  of  it  without  delay, 
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EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Four. 

FROM  JERUSALEM  TO  CAIRO. — EN  ROUTE  TO  INDIA 

Five  weeks  spent  in  the  Holy  City,  and  we  turn 
our   faces   eastward   and    homeward.     These    were 
weeks  full  of  interest,  and   it  is  to   be  hoped  no't 
without    profit,    to   the  writer.     Much  of  the   time 
was  spent  in  walks  about  Jerusalem  and  in  mak 
short  tours  to  places  of  Biblical   interest   in 
neighborhood   of  the    city.     With   the  Bible  a 
guide   book,   and  with    the   knowledge   gained 
previous  visits,  we  went  about  from   place  to  pi 
without  a  dragoman.     In  this  way  the  time  passed 
quickly,  and  not  a  single  day  dragged  heavily  on 
our  hands.    We  saw  much  and  learned  much,  and 
were  glad  for  the  opportunity  to  gain  a  better  and 
more  intimate  personal   knowledge  of  the  city  of 
the  Great  King  and  its  close  relation  to  the  old,  old 
Bible  story. 

While  the  time  passed  quickly  and  pleasantly 
there  was  also  some  anxiety  connected  with  our  so- 
journ in  Palestine.  The  cholera  broke  out  in 
Egypt,  and  at  one  time  it  was  reported  that  it  also 
prevailed  at  Damascus.  This  rumor,  however, 
proved,  much  to  our  relief,  without  foundation. 
But  the  political  situation  gave  us  the  most  con- 
cern. Rumors  of  war  were  rife,  and  during  the 
last  week  of  our  stay,  the  Turkish  authorities  sup- 
pressed all  newspapers.  These  were  burned  at  Jaf- 
fa, by  the  post-office  officials,  and  we  were  left 
without  news  from  the  outside  world.  Scarcely  a 
day  passed  toward  the  last  that  did  not  witness  the 
arrival  of  recruits  for  the  army.  These  passed 
through  the  streets  singing  war  songs,  the  burden 
of  which,  we  were  informed,  at  some  places  at  least, 
was,  "  Long  live  the  sultan  and  death  to  Christian 
heretics."  Under  these  circumstances  we  were  not 
sorry  to  get  away  from  Palestine.  We  learned  aft- 
erwards that  the  evening  before  we  left,  the  mission 
at  Shechem  was  attacked  by  Mohammedans,  and 
some  of  those  connected  with  the  work  were  se- 
verely wounded. 

Before  dismissing  the  Holy  City  from  our  glean- 
ings we  call  attention  to  one  or  two  points  among 
the  many  that  were  of  special  interest  to  us. 

Many  persons  who  visit  Jerusalem  are  seriously 
disappointed.  Instead  of  the  beautiful  city  pict- 
ured in  their  imaginations,  assisted  no  doubt  by  the 
writings  of  some  of  the  poetical  dreamers  and  word 
painters  who  visit  Palestine  from  time  to  time, 
they     find    houses    without    architectural    beauty,  I 
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streets   poorly  paved,  narrow  and  dirty,  desolation 
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i've  poverty  that  can  be  felt,  filth 


and  dirt  everywhere,  with  tradesmen  whose  sole  liv- 
ing depends  upon  the  money  they  can  get  out  of 
travelers,  and  this  often  without  regard  to  adequate 
return.  Add  to  all  this  the  barren,  desolate  hills 
around  the  city,  which  at  this  season  are  without  a 
spear  of  grass,  and  the  picture  of  desolation  is 
quite  complete,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  travel- 
er is  not  favorably  impressed.  But  to  us  all  these 
things  are  full  of  interest  because  they  are  the  ful- 
fillment of  prophecy,  and  bear  testimony  t 
to  the  truth  of  the  Bible,  keeping  in  mind  the  filthy 
streets  and  the  poverty  and  desolation  of  the  city. 
Read  these  words  spoken  by  God's  prophets  twen- 
ty-five hundred  years  ago,  "  How  doth  the  city  sil 
solitary  that  was  full  of  people,  how  is  she  become 
as  a  widow.  .  .  The  ways  of  Zion  do  mourn,  her 
gates  are  desolate.  .  .  All  her  beauty  is  departed 
.  .  All  that  honored  her  despised  her.  .  .  Her  filth- 
iness  is  in  her  skirts.  .  .  Zion  spreadcth  forth  h. 
hands  and  there  is  none  to  comfort  her."  And 
those  bitter,  sad  words,  uttered  by  the  greatest  of 
all  the  prophets,  "  Behold  your  house  is  left  ui 
you  desolate."  If  the  prophets  lived  to-day  a 
were  to  describe  Jerusalem,  they  could  not  write 
more  expressive  language  than  they  used  so  many 
centuries  ago.  Their  words  became  history,  for 
history  is  prophecy  fulfilled. 

One  of  our  company  expressed  his  feelings  about 
Jerusalem  in  this  way:  "Take  out  of  the  city  a  fc 
of  the  families  who  live  there  and  I  should  say  it  is 
the   meanest  city   I   have   ever  seen." 
statement  is  in  harmony  with  the  predictions  of  the 
prophets.      "  All   her   beauty   is    departed 
that   honored   her   despised   her."     Despised    an 
spoken    against   as  she  is,  sitting  in  solitude 


:n  Jerusale 
days  of  h 
,  is  the  glad 


are  to 


nined 

vhich 


weeping,  yet  the  day  will  c 
shall  rejoice  as  a  regal  queen, 
desolation  have  been  foretold 
day  of  her  restoration  proclaii 

We  were  much  interested  in  the  work  of  excavat 
ing  the  ancient  walls,  now  being  carried  on  by  Dr 
Bliss,  for  the  Palestine  Exploration  Fund.  We  vis 
ited  the  excavations  a  number  of  times,  climbing 
down  shafts  and  exploring  dark  tunnels.  At  some 
future  time  a  synopsis  of  the  work  done  may  be 
given.  Here  space  is  only  taken  for  one  discovery. 
At  one  point  an  ancient  gate  was  discovered,  and 
excavating  about  it,  it  was  found  that  it  occupied 
the  site  of  not  only  one  but  of  two  earlier  gates 
These  three  gates,  one  built  above  the  othi 
be  seen  very  plainly.  The  first  thrown  do 
into  the  ground"  as  it  were,  and  then  a  sea 
above  the  first  and  so  also  the  third.  We  s 
all  this  very  carefully  and  saw  the  sockets 
the  gates  swung.  The  m©st  striking  fact  about  it 
that  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  speaking  of  the  desola- 
tion of  Jerusalem,  uses  this  language:  "The  Lord 
hath  proposed  to  destroy  the  wall  of  the  daughter 
of  Zion.  .  .  Her  gates  are  sunk  in  the  ground ;  he  hath 
destroyed  and  broken  her  bars."  The  sunken  gates 
of  the  wall  of  Zion  bear  testimony  in  these  last 
days  to  the  truth  of  the  Book  of  God. 

We   left  Jerusalem   Oct.    II,   to   go    down    into 
Egypt.     From  the  Holy  City  to  Jaffa  we  jour 
by  rail,  and  thence  by  steamer  to   Port  Said 
igh  the  long  summer  di 
broken  two  weeks  befor 
sarly  rain,  the  mountai 
were  still   barren.     A  few 
il  be  covered  with  verdure 
11  bloom  by  the  wayside.     At  Jaffa 
e   novelty  of  a  smooth,  calm  sea  when  we  em- 
barked,  something  so  unusual  in   our   experience 
that  we  make  a  note  of  it.    The  voyage  on  the 
Vorwtsrts  was  delightfully  pleasant.     In  the  even- 
as  the  shades  of  night  came  down  upon  the 
:  of  Judea  and  the  plains  of  Sharon,  shutting  off 
Holy  Land  from  our  sight,  we  sailed  away  from 


eyed 


uth  of  seven  months 
by  a  grateful  fall  of 
,  valleys,  and  plains 
onths  later  and  they 
and  beautiful  flowers 
enjoyed 


Jaffa,  and  early  next  morning  cast  anchor  at  Port 
Said  and  were  again  in  the  Land  of  the  Pharaohs. 

Since  the  writer  visited  Egypt  in  1891-2,  in  com- 
pany with  Bro.  Lahman,  a  railway  has  been  con- 
structed on  the  right  bank  of  the  Suez  Canal  to  Is- 
mailia,  so  that  the  former  port  is  now  connected 
with  Cairo  by  rail.  A  fresh,  water  canal  has  also 
been  completed  and  Port  Said  now  has  a  plentiful 
supply  of  Nile  water.  Such  is  the  fertilizing  power 
of  the  water  of  the  river  of  Egypt  that  it  rapidly 
turns  the  desert  into  a  garden,  and  the  city  can 
now  boast  of  beautiful  gardens  and  umbrageous 
groves  of  palm,  accacia,  and  pepper  trees, 

We  spent  fourteen  days  at  Cairo,  very  pleasant- 
ly, indeed.  We  visited  places  of  general  interest, 
especially  the  great  pyramids.  These  lose  none  of 
their  interest,  but  remain  as  they  have  for  so  many 
centuries,— monuments  of  the  skill  of  a  people 
long  since  passed  into  oblivion.  Then  came  the 
time  for  parting.  Our  little  company  was  to  be 
broken.  Our  brethren  with  whom  we  had  jour- 
neyed in  three  continents  for  six  months  were  to 
turn  their  faces  homeward  while  we  were  to  go  on 
to  India.  The  parting  of  friends  is  always  trying, 
but  this  separation  was  specially  trying  to  us. 
Had  we  followed  our  natural  inclinations  and  our 
strong  feelings  and  desires  we  would  have  gone 
home  with  them.  But  we  thought  of  duty,  of  the 
little  band  of  missionaries,  in  one  sense,  our  dear 
spiritual  children,  in  far-away  India.  We  thought 
of  Bro.  Stover,  lying  sick  in  the  hospital  at  Bom- 
bay, and  of  the  anxious  hearts  of  the  dear  wife  and 
sister  as  they,  between  hope  and  fear,  watched,  wait- 
ed, and  prayed  for  a  favorable  turn  in  the  disease 
that  was  slowly  wasting  our  brother  away.  And 
we  felt  it  but  our  reasonable  duty  to  go  on. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  27  our  little  company 
met  in  our  room  at  the  Khedival  Hotel  in  Cairo. 
Bro.  Myers  read  the  ninety-first  Psalm,  and  then  we 
all  knelt  down,  and  in  prayer  commended  ourselves 
and  each  other  to  the  keeping  power  of  God.  It 
was  a  sacred,  solemn  season,  and  while  the  tears 
would  flow,  we  rose  from  our  knees  comforted;  and 
made  stronger  for  what  was  pointed  out  as  the  path 
of  duty.  Then  the  farewells  were  said,  and  we  part- 
ed, possibly  to  meet  no  more  in  this  world. 

From  Cairo  we  crossed  over  the  land  of  Goshen, 
passing  through  the  cholera-infected  city  of  Zaga- 
zig.  On  our  way,  however,  only  a  few  cases  had 
occurred,  and  in  the  afternoon  reached  Ismailia. 
The  evening  of  the  next  day  we  were  taken  on 
board  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  steamer,  Cale- 
donia, and  an  hour  later  were  en  route  for  Bombay. 


HOME  QLEANINUS. 
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5.  We 
a  very 


Since  our  return  we  have  been  so  busy,  and  home 
life  has  been  so  pleasant,  that  we  have  given  but 
little  thought  to  things  that  have  been  outside  of 
our  regular  work  and  duties. 

First,  we  extend  to  our  many  friend 
for  congratulations  on  our  safe  arrival 
are  glad  to  say  to  all,  that  our  trip 
pleasant  one  throughout,  and  we  hope  that  it  was 
as  profitable  as  pleasant.  On  starting  we  commit- 
ted our  self,  with  all  we  had,  and  all  that  was  near 
and  dear  to  us,  into  the  Lord's  directing,  and  that 
he  did  now  and  then  better  for  us  than  we  deserved 
we  very  humbly  acknowledge. 

Never  before  did  we  feel  so  fully  dependent  up- 
on the  Lord  and  his  providences,  and  never  before 
we  feel  so  truly  that  he  careth  for  those  who 
put  their  trust  in  him.  In  all  the  apparent  dangers 
that  seemed  to  loom  up  before  us,  we  did  not  ex- 
perience seriously  the  feeling  that  we  call  fear.  It 
precious  thing  to  trust  fully  in  the  Lord.  The 
last  thing  in  the  evening  commit  your  all  to  his 
care.  The  first  thing  in  the  morning,  praise  him 
for  mercies  shown.  Thus  days  come  and  go  and 
each  one  is  a  day  under  the  Father's  guiding  h' 
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-so  it  is  now.     0,  my  soul,  bless  the 


So  it  has  been, 

Lord  for  all  his  benefits. 

On  our  arrival  we  found  our  family,  our  friends, 
and  our  church  membership  well,  and  some  born  in- 
to the  new  life  during  our  absence,  and  the  hand  of 
death  was  stayed.  There  is  no  more  precious 
thought  when  .away  from  loved  ones,— away  from 
home,  among  strangers,  and  isolated  from  church 
privileges,  than  to  feel  that  you  are  being  prayed 
for.  This  feeling  we  enjoyed,  and  we  were  satis- 
fied. 

We  saw  much  wretchedness,  poverty  and  misery 
during  our  trip,— and  we  were  made  to  think  of  the 
church's  poor  ones,  and  we  were  made  glad  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Lord  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  chil- 
dren to  care  for  them  in  establishing  homes  where 
they  can  be  comfortably  attended  to,  surrounded 
by  proper  church  privileges  and  Christian  influen- 
ces. At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  our  own 
District  Home,  our  feelings  were  somewhat  stirred 
up  at  the  lack  of  interest  of  some  of  our  churches 
in  contributing  towards  its  support.  Some  of  the 
churches  are  doing  more  than  their  share,  while 
others  are  holding  back.  We  hope  for  better 
things  in  the  near  future.  There  is  no  use  of 
preaching  about  keeping  the  commandments  and 
then  refuse  to  comply  with  the  greatest,— that  of 
charity. 

A  few  days  ago  we  received  a  draft  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  from  a  "  brother  and  sister,"  who  de- 
sired it  to  be  distributed  as  follows:  S25  for  the  In- 
dia Mission;  S25  for  Asia  Minor;  Si 5  for  Norway 
and  Sweden;  S10  for  the  Chicago  work;  S10  Gospel 
Messenger  for  the  poor;  Sio  for  the  Armenian  suf- 
ferers, and  S5  for  the  Missionary  Visitor.  This  has  all 
been  distributed  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  do- 
nors, and  we  hope  that  they  may  realize  the  precious- 
ness  of  the  promise,  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 
to  receive.  There  would  be  many  more  people  re- 
ligiously happy  were  they  to  trust  the  Lord  with  a 
little  of  that  which  he  has  entrusted  to  them. 
Many  of  us  don't  receive  from  the  Lord  because 
we  don't  trust  him.  Is  it  any  wonder?  The  Lord 
trusts  us  a  thousand  times  more  than  we  do  him. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  Eld.  J.  F.  Oiler  is  not 
enjoying  his  usual  health.  He  expected  and  hoped 
to  be  with  us  during  the  Bible  Term,  and  we  hope 
that  his  expectations  will  be  realized,  as  we.  would 
greatly  miss  him  and  his  kindly  words  of  cheer  and 
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encouragement  were  he  not  t 

0  come. 

Just  now  we  received  the 

following,  from  sister 

Minnie  E.  Howe: 

M 
Dear  Brother  : 

utland,  Pa.,  Jan,  14/96. 

Father  died  this  morning  al 
10  A.M.,  Thursday,  Jan.  16. 

3:  15.    Funeral  services  at 

O,  how  sadly  comes  this 

news!    We  learned  of 

his  illness  and  had  been  an* 

anging  to  go  and  see 

As  Ii 


KISSED  HIS  MOTHER. 

it  on  the  porch  in  the  sunshine, 
ent  down  in  the  street — 
A  woman  whose  hair  was  silver. 

But  whose  face  was  blossom  white, 
Making  me  think  of  a  garden 

Where  in  spile  of  the  frost  and  snow 
Of  bleak  November  weather, 

Late,  fragrant  lilies  blow. 
I  heard  a  footstep  behind  me. 

And  the  sound  of  a  merry  laugh, 
And  I  knew  the  heart  it  came  from 

Would  be  like  a  comforting  staff 
In  the  hour  of  time  and  trouble, 

Hopeful  and  brave  and  strong, 
One  of  the  hearts  to  lean  on 

When  we  think  al!  things  are  wrong. 
I  turned  at  the  click  of  the  gate-latch, 

And  met  his  manly  look; 
A  face  like  his  gives  me  pleasure, 

Like  the  page  of  a  pleasant  book. 
It  told  of  a  steadfast  purpose, 

Of  a  brave  and  daring  will; 
A  face  with  promise  in  it, 

That,  God  grant,  the  years  fulfill. 
He  went  up  the  pathway  singing, 

I  saw  the  woman's  eyes 
Grow  bright  with  a  wordless  welcome, 

As  the  sunshine  warms  the  skies. 
"  Back  again,  sweetheart  mother," 

He  cried,  and  bent  to  kiss 
The  loving  face  uplifted 

For  what  some  mothers  miss. 
The  boy  will  do  to  depend  on; 

I  hold  that  this  is  true  — 
From  lads  in  love  with  their  mothers 

Our  bravest  heroes  grew. 
Earth's  grandest  hearts  have  been  loving  hearts, 

Since  time  and  earth  began; 
And  the  boy  who  kisses  his  mother, 

Is  every  inch  a  man. 

— Phrenological  Journal. 


'  A10THER  HAGAR.' 


BY  LIZZIE  D.  ROSENBEKGEK. 


many  years,  ihen,  one  sa 
"  Cast  out  this  bond-woma 
carrying   a   bottle   of   water 


him,  little  thinking  that  the  end  was  so  near. 

Eld.  Wm.  Howe  was  one  among  our  most  zealous 
and  active  workers  in  the  District.  Though  his  fi- 
delity to  the  church  and  her  work  was  unques- 
tioned, yet  he  was  as  tender  and  loving  as  a  child. 
Truly  a  strong  man  in  Israel  has  fallen,  and  his 
faithful  counsel  will  be  greatly  missed,  but  we  have 
this  assurance;  what  will  be  our  loss  will  be  his 
gain.  He  has  kept  the  faith,  fought  the  good  fight, 
gone  home  to  his  reward.  "  Precious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  the  righteous."  The 
thought  just  now  comes  to  us,  What  a  glorious 
meeting  there  must  be  "  over  there!  " 

We  think  of  our  dear  departed  ones  from  here, — 
Zook,  Eld.  Quinter.  Then  Eld.  R.  H.  Miller,  Eld. 
J.  W.  Brumbaugh.  And  now  Eld.  Howe  has  gone 
over.  And  these  are  only  a  few  of  the  large  num- 
ber of  the  workers  for  Christ  who  have  gone  home. 
Will  it  not  be  a  glad  meeting  and  a  good  place  to 
be  and  be  forever?  Thank  God  for  the  hope  that 
reaches  beyond  the  shores  of  time,  even  where  God 
and  Christ  is  forevcrmore.  h.  b.  b 


She  was  only  a  young  Egyptian  mother,  with 
dark,  velvety  eyes  and  hair  black  as  midnight. 
A  lithe,  graceful  creature,  beloved  by  master  and 
mistress;  though  sometimes  her  impulsive  nature 
would  cause  trouble,  and  irritate  her  mistress 
Sarah.  But  she  dwelt  in  the  tent  of  Abraham 
g,  Sarah  said, 
I  her  son."  So, 
some  bread,  she 
left  the  tent  forever.  Just  at  first  the  full  red 
lips  may  have  pouted  sullenly  as  she  walked 
proudly  away.  She  thought  of  her  home  and 
kindred  in  Egypt,  the  land  of  olives  and  figs, 
where,  in  temples  of  beauty,  surrounded  by  palms 
and  lotus-flowers,  they  offered  sacrifices  to  many 
gods.  She  resolved  to  return,  but  she  lost  her 
way  on  the  arid  plains  of.  Beer-Sheba.  With  never 
a  guide  she  wandered  over  the  trackless  sands, 
blinded  by  the  pitiless  sun,  overcome  by  the  wild, 
maddening  thirst  of  the  desert,  for  the  bottle  of 
water  was  empty,  and, — Ishmael,  her  son,  was  dying 
of  thirst. 

Hagar  laid  him  under  a  stunted  shrub,  unable 
to  witness  his  dying  agonies.  She  withdrew  a  bow- 
shot, and  her  sobs  and  cries  brought  an  angel 
from  heaven,  who  showed  her  a  well  of  water. 
She  saw  the  approaching  shadow  of  the  angel  of 
death,  and  here  was  a  blessing  from  the  angel  of 
life.  O,  we  sometimes,  yea  often,  grow  rebellious. 
Then  we  step  out  of  the  narrow  way,  and  soon 
we  find  ourselves  in  the  wilderness.  We  step  forth 
boldly  and  courageously  at  first,  because  we  have 
a  sufficiency  of  God's  blessings  with  us,  but,  after 
a  time,  when  trouble  and  temptation  and  trial 
have  spent  their  forces  upon  us,  then  we  sink 
down  upon  the  sands  in  our  weakness  and  help- 
lessness and  God  sends  his  angel  of  deliverance. 
Some  people  seem  always  to  walk  through  green 
pastures  and  beside  still  waters.  God  commanded 
the  children  of  Israel  to  walk  the  wilderness  way. 
Shall  we  make  our  desert  solitudes  vocal  with 
murmurings   as   they   did?     The    harsh    words    of 
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Sarah  had  driven  Hagar  into  the  wilderness  once 
before.  Then  God  had  comforted  her  with  a 
promise,  that  out  of  her  seed  he  would  make  a 
great  nation.  In  view  of  this,  is  not  the  angel's 
question  strangely  significant?  He  saw  the  empty 
water-bottle,  the  perishing  boy;  he  heard  the  ag- 
onized lamentations  from  the  mother-heart,  and 
yet  he  said,  "What  aileth  thee,  Hagar?"  as  if 
eant  to  say,  Has  not  God  made  his  covenant 
0  preserve  thy  seed?  Therefore  Ishmael  must  live. 
The  promise  was  literally  fulfilled.  Hagar  and 
Ishmael  found  a  new  home  in  the  wilderness  of 
Paran;  new  ties  were  formed,  Ishmael  married 
an  Egyptian  woman,  and  twelve  sons  were  born 
unto  them.  One  daughter,  Mahalath,  married 
Esau.  So  the  descendants  of  Ishmael  inhabited 
the  country  from  the  Persian  gulf  to  the  border 
of  Egypt.  It  was  a  nation  so  strong  that  it  stood 
for  thousands  of  years  against  all  the  armies  of 
the  world.  Egypt  and  Assyria  could  not  conquer 
it.  Gaulus  and  his  army  were  conquered  by  it. 
For  a  long  while  the  learning  of  the  world  was 
monopolized  by  this  Arabic  nation.  They  have 
embraced  the  religion  of  Mohammed.  They  say 
Hagar  was  Abraham's  lawful  wife, — their  "  Mother 
Hagar"  to  this  day.  They  claim  that  Ishmael, 
as  the  eldest  son,  inherited  Arabia,  a  far  richer 
inheritance  than  Canaan,  which  was  given  to  the 
younger  son,  Isaac. 

"  Over  the  sea-like,  pathless,  limitless  waste  of 
the  desert "  we  wander  in  pain  and  uncertainty, 
until  we  find  the  Angel  beside  us,  and  the  well 
of  joy  just  before  us.  A  young  girl  who  has  known 
only  gladness  and  love  all  her  life,  leaves  home 
for  the  man  she  loves,  and  he  takes  her  hand  and 
leads  her  out  into  the  desert,  by  the  way  of  dissi- 
pation, neglect  and  abuse. 

"       "  I  labored  on,  alone.    The  wind  and  dust 

And  sun  of  the  world  beat  blistering  in  my  face." 

This  is  the  experience  of  those  who  labor  for 
some  great  success;  but  you  may  toil,  plan  and 
hope  as  other  men  do,  and  at  last,  weary  and 
discouraged,  you  are  forced  to  conclude  that  you 
have  made  a  failure  of  your  life-work,  and  the  des- 
olation of  the  desert  overpowers  you.  You  pray 
to  God  for  help,  and  his  love  is  sufficient;  we  are 
sure  that  somewhere  men's  efforts  are  rewarded 
instead  of  their  attainments. 

I  asked  for  strength:  for  with  the  noontide  heat 
I  fainted,  while  the  reapers,  singing  sweet, 
Went  forward  with  ripe  sheaves  I  could  not  bear. 
Then  came  the  Master,  with  his  blood-stained  feet, 
And  lifted  me  with  sympathetic  care. 
Then  on  his  arm  I  leaned  till  all  was  done; 
And  I  stood  with  the  rest  at  set  of  sun, 
My  task  complete. 

You  cannot  realize  it,  while  the  hot  sands  of  the 
desert  are  whirling  about  you,  and  your  burdened1 
heart  is  praying  and  waiting  for  the  Lord,  but  it 
is  true  that  the  wofrk  of  your  life  will  await  you 
after  your  deliverance.  It  is  true  that  your  soul 
needs  to  be  tried  and  that,  when  you  leave  the 
wilderness,  with  an  enduring  faith,  a  love  that 
sheds  its  rays  of  light  upon  all,  men  will  see  that 
you  have. been  with  the  angel  of  God,  and  they 
will  come  to  you  for  hope,  for  help,  for  love, 
because  God  has  designed  you  for  a  "  chosen  ves- 


el." 
Covington,  Ohit 


THE  HOME  OP  THE  SOUL. 


BY  NANCY  S.  GOODYE 


I   THIN 

py  rest, 


of  that  beautiful  home  as  a  place  of  hap- 
hen  life  with  its  labors  is  over;  a  place 
where  the  spirits  of  all  that  are  just  are  made  per- 
fect; where  our  loved  ones  have  gone  and  where 
we,  too,  are  so  swiftly  moving.  Its  walls  are  all 
of  jasper  and  its  streets  are  of  the  purest  gold. 
The  river  of  eternal  life  is  there,  upon  the  banks 
of  which  are  found  all  those  who  have  been  ac- 
cepted by  God,  who  have  heard  that  summons,  "  It 
is  enough;  come  up  higher." 

On  that  beautiful  shore  we  can  see  the  beautiful 
rainbow  that  encircles  the  throne  of  God.  We  can 
sing  the  song  of  redeeming  love,  and  sit  by  the 
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fountain  of  eternal  life.  What  must  it  mean  to 
the  Christian  to  be  there  with  Jesus,  who  hath 
wrought  this  great  plan  of  redemption  for  us'  It 
is  a  city  which  hath  foundations;  whose  builder 
and  maker  is  God.  It  is  a  city  not  built  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  nor  is  it  hoary  with 
years  of  time.  We  are  steadily  moving  onward 
and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  upward.  Then  it  is  needful 
that  each  day  of  our  lives  be  consecrated  anew  un- 
to the  Lord,  that  we  give  ourselves  to  him  and 
«  present  our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  holy,  accepta- 
ble unto  him,  which  is  our  reasonable  service." 

While  we  often  have  trials  and  temptations  in 
this  life,  our  love  to  God  and  all  on  earth  fills 
our  souls  with  divine  life.  Our  aching  bodies  and 
broken  hearts  may  mourn  loved  ones  torn  from 
our  embrace,— but  we  cannot  have  them  always 
with  us.  How  beautiful  we  can  make  our  eternal 
life  if  we  live  a  devoted  life  to  God.  God  claims 
from  all  his  children  a  loving  and  willing  obedience 
to  his  will  in  all  things.  Our  Father  has  prepared 
many  mansions  for  those  who  love  him,  yet  tongue 
cannot  express  the  blessed  peace  which  the  Chris- 
tian possesses,  nor  has  his  eye  seen  the  beautiful 
home  God  has  prepared. 
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C^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  yau.  In  writing, 
give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Onr  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  (or  that  purpose. 


This  meeting  was  held  in  the  Okaw  congrega- 
tion, Dec.  26  and  27,  1805.  After  devotional  exer- 
cises the  meeting  was  organized  by  electing  Bro.  A. 
J.  Nickey,  Moderator;  A.  L.  Bingaman,  Clerk;  and 
S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer. 

Following  are  some  of  the  thoughts  advanced  on 
the  several  topics: 

1.  "  How  to  Make  our  Ministry  more  Mutual  among  the 
Churches." 

Ministers  of  local  churches  should  help  one  an- 
other by  visiting.  The  church  is  one  body,  and  the 
work  of  the  ministry  is  one  work.  It  is  the  most 
important  work  on  earth.  Ministers  should  be  well 
acquainted  with  each  other  and  love  one  another, 
and  in  this  way  their  interest  will  become  more 
mutual.  Ministers  in  local  churches  should  work 
together  in  harmony,  and  should  solicit  each  other's 
assistance. 

2.  "  In  What  Kinds  of  Church  Work  Ought  our  Sisters  En- 
gage, and  to  what  Extent  should  we  Encourage  them?  " 

They  should  engage  in  any  work  for  which  they 
are  fitted.  If  a  sister  has  the  gift  of  prophecy,  she 
should  be  encouraged  in  that  line.  She  ought  to 
labor  in  Sunday  school  work  and  prayer-meeting. 
She  ought  to  be  encouraged  on  every  hand  to  exer- 
cise in  family  worship.  Acts  2;  17,  18,  was  referred 
to  as  having  a  strong  bearing  on  this  subject. 

3.  "  Preparation  and  Delivery  of  Sermons." 

We  must  look  to  God  in  prayer,  must  study  the 
Bible,  and  store  the  mind  with  Gospel  truth. 
While  delivering  his  sermons  a  minister  must  not  em- 
ploy so  many  Scriptural  quotations  as  to  render  his 
discourse  not  edifying,  nor  should  he  make  a  very 
free  use  of  notes.  Illustrations,  however,  may  be 
employed  to  a  good  advantage.  As  near  as  possi- 
ble the  minister,  while  preaching,  should  forget  all 
but  God,  the  Bible,  and  his  theme,  and,  by  no 
means,  use  vain  repetitions. 

4.  "What  are  the  Duties  of  Ministers  in  the  Different  De- 
grees?" 

The  duty  of  the  minister  is  to  obey  the  impera- 
tive command,  "  go,"  and  preach  the  Gospel.  Acts 
6:  3,  4.  The  ministers  in  first  and  second  degree 
should  look  to  the  older  ones  for  help,  and  to  ex- 
hort and  preach  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  The 
bishop  should  oversee  the  flock,  preach  the  Word, 
and  endeavor  to  attain  to  the  qualifications  set 
forth  in  1  Tim.  3, 


5-  "  Origin  and  Purpose  of  Sisters'  Prayer-covering.  What 
Ought  it  be?    When  Should  it  be  Worn?  " 

This  subject  was  discussed  by  sister  Mattie  Lear, 
and  will  appear  in  the  Messenger  in  the  course  of 
a  few  weeks. 

6.  "To  What  Extent  should  Ministers  Engage  in  Social 
Meetings  and  Sunday  School  Work?  " 

They  should  encourage  and  help  start  the  work, 
but  should  not  be  asked  to  superintend  Sunday 
schools,  nor  should  they  take  up  the  time  in  social 
meetings  to  the  extent  of  debarring  others  from 
speaking.  They  should  not  engage  in  either  social 
meetings  or  Sunday  school  work  in  a  way  that 
will  interfere  with  their  ministerial  work.  Social 
meetings  are  more  especially  intended  for  the  de- 
velopment and  edification  of  the  laity. 

7.  "The  Supreme  Need  of  more  Thorough  and  Systematic 
Bible  Study  among  our  Ministers." 

This  is  a  time  of  criticism  and  doubt,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  very  necessary  that  we  become  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  Bible,  in  order  to  meet  the  oppo- 
sition. We  must  have  a  system  in  our  work.  It  is 
the  church's  duty  to  give  the  minister  aid  financial- 
ly, so  as  to  enable  him  to  give  time  to  the  study 
of  the  Word. 

8.  "The  Difference  between  Preaching  for  the  Sake  of  Souls 
and  Preaching  to  lill  Appointments." 

Pleaching  for  the  sake  of  souls  must  be  accom- 
panied by  God's  Spirit  and  the  motive  must  be 
good.  The  minister  must  be  impressed  with  the 
worth  of  souls.  He  must  be  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

g.  "  How  can  we  Best  Maintain  the  Integrity  and  Gospel  Pe- 
culiarities of  the  Church?  " 

Let  every  member  live  as  close  to  Christ  as  pos- 
sible, and  individually  see  that  we  do  not  drift 
away  with  the  world.  We  should  respect  decisions 
of  Annual  Meeting,  be  truthful,  be  honest,  be  vir- 
tuous. Officials  should  be  an  example  to  the  flock 
in  living  out  the  peculiarities  of  the  church. 

A  collection  was  taken  for  the  children's  mission 
in  Chicago,  and  $10.20  was  contributed  for  that 
purpose.  Thus  ended  another  interesting  and 
profitable  ministerial  meeting.      A.  L.  Bingaman. 

Cerro  Gordo,  III. 


Sunday  School  Meeting. 


The  Brethren's  Sunday  school  meeting,  of  the 
District  of  Nebraska,  was  held  in  Holmesville,  Dec. 
21,  1895,  in  accordance  with  steps  taken  by  District 
Meeting,  through  the  Board  elected  by  said  meet- 
ing. It  opens  up  a  new  epoch  of  Sunday  school 
work  in  this  part  of  the  West.  We  give  below  a 
tew  of  the  many  good  thoughts  presented  by  those 
present. 

1.  "An  Interesting  Sunday  School." 

To  have  an  interesting  Sunday  school  we  must 
have  (1)  a  consecrated  Superintendent,  wholly  in- 
terested in  the  work  before  him,  and  this  will  so 
permeate  each  scholar  that  it  will  result  in  every 
one  wanting  to  be  there  to  fill  his  place  and  take 
part  in  the  work. 

Much  depends  upon  the  preparation  of  the  teach- 
er on  the  lesson,  as  to  the  interest  that  will  be  man- 
ifested. If  he  be  not  interested,  he  can  not  expect 
the  scholar  to  be.  We  may  count  on  an  interesting 
Sunday  school  when  we  have  the  co-operation  of 
church,  parents,  teachers,  and  scholars,  and  a  great 
concern  for  each  other's  welfare  hereafter. 

The  Sunday  school  should  always  work  in  har- 
mony with  the  principles  of  the  church.  The 
teachers  should  be  adapted  to  the  scholars  that 
they  teach,  and  thereby  have  the  interest  of  those 
that  attend.  It  is  very  easy  for  people  to  go  where 
they  are  interested.  You  want  to  get  all  to  work 
together  in  heart,  in  feeling  and  in  purpose,  to 
build  up  the  cause  of  Christ. 
2.  "  How  to  Increase  Attendance." 

Teachers  should  not  censure  the  scholars  present 
for  the  absent  ones,  but  manifest  a  special  interest 
in  each  scholar  and  make  them  feel  that  he  loves 
them  and  wants  them  to  be  present.  He  should 
urge  not  only  his  scholars,  but  also  their  associates, 


to  attend.  He  should  urge  them  to  increase  the 
iber  in  the  class,  and  then  have  the  work  so  in- 
teresting that  none  of  them  will  want  to  be  ab- 
sent. 

Let  the  teacher  be  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  be 
guided  by  it,  and  then  he  will  be  able  to  lead  others 
to  the  Sunday  school,  and  thereby  increase  the  at- 
tendance. 

The  teacher  should  visit  those  who  seem  to  have 
a  lack  of  interest,  and  make  them  feel  that  he  has  a 
deep  concern  for  them.  He  should  always  be  pres- 
ent in  the  class,  and  thereby  show  his  interest  in 
teaching  God's  Word. 

3.  "  Mission  Sunday  Schools." 

In  locating  mission  Sunday  schools  first  learn  the 
moral  and  spiritual  condition  of  the  people,  and  let 
them  know  what  you  have  come  for,  and  then  dem- 
onstrate it  by  your  own  life.  Be  sure  to  sow  good 
seed,  for  now  is  the  time  of  sowing.  The  harvest 
will  come  by  and  by.  Ever  keep  in  mind  that  we 
shall  reap  of  the  kind  of  seed  we  sow.  Get  all  to 
be  stockholders  in  this  noble  enterprise,  that  all 
may  share  in  the  dividends. 

The  special  object  of  mission  Sunday  schools  is  to 
reach  those  who  are  not  reached  by  other  Sunday 
schools,  and  to  give  special  attention  to  this  class 
in  these  schools. 

Inasmuch  as  all  are  more  or  less  as  their  sur- 
roundings make  them,  and  are  influenced  thereby, 
as  goodness  is  a  greater  power  than  evil  (because 
God  is  the  Author  of  this  element),  all  should  feel 
a  special  interest  in  trying  to  organize  mission  Sun- 
day schools,  to  have  the  Gospel  carried  to  all  class- 

4.  "  Best  Methods  of  Primary  Work." 

The  future  depends  largely  upon  the  success  of 
the  present,  and  without  consecration  there  can  be 
no  true  success.  Much  depends  upon  mothers  as  to 
the  success  of  this  work.  Above  all  others,  the 
mother  wants  to  take  the  lead.  The  teacher  must 
be  one  that  loves  the  work  and  is  adapted  to  it. 

As  there  is  no  time  so  important  in  learning  as 
in  youth,  the  best  methods  should  be  used,  The 
best  method  is  that  which  Jesus  gave.  He  first 
gave  a  perfect  example  and  then  his  wonderful 
teaching  made  the  work  very  impressive.  If  you 
lead  the  way,  the  child  is  almost  sure  to  follow,  but 
be  sure  it  is  the  right  way.  As  children  like  to  be  no- 
ticed, always  have  a  good  word  for  them,  and  don't 
place  the  food  so  high  that  they  cannot  reach  it.  As 
the  first  impressions  are  the  most  lasting,  how  im- 
portant that  they  be  the  best!  The  children  should 
be  made  to  feel  that  the  teacher  has  a  special  inter- 
est in  them,  and  thereby  get  their  attention. 

5.  "The  Model  Sunday  School  Teacher." 

We  are  creative  beings  and  he  that  desires  to  be 
exemplary  is  one  that  does  his  best.  No  one  can 
be  a  model  without  being  a  Christian.  By  inspira- 
tion the  Word  was  given,  by  inspiration  only  it  can 
be  understood,  and  while  teaching  we  are  teaching 
for  eternity  in  the  lives  of  those  around  us. 
Prayer  is  much  needed  by  the  teacher,  and  all 
teaching  is  superficial  that  does  not  bring  him  or 
her  on  the  knees.  Show  the  human  love,  and  the 
divine  will  be  accepted. 

The  model  teacher  will  be  personally  prepared  to 
teach  to  the  edification  of  all  present,  and  always  be 
on  time.  He  should  be  earnest  in  obtaining  intel- 
lectual information,  but  never  to  the  neglect  of  the 
spiritual  lessons. 

6.  "  Blackboard  Work." 

The  remarks  and  work  on  this  topic  were  very 
helpful  and  suggestive. 

7.  "  Best  Helps,  and  How  to  Use  Them." 

It  is  the  glory  of  God  to  conceal,  but  the  glory  of 
kings  to  search  out.  Not  a  single  note  makes  mu- 
sic but  a  harmony  of  notes.  As  to  whether  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  use  helps  at  all,  it  was  said  that  God 
used  helps;  (1)  men;  (2)  material.  Why  should 
not  men  use  them?  We  would  not  employ  a  man 
to  build  a  house  who  never  built  one,  or  a  teacher 
who  never  taught.  If  God  used  men,  why  should 
not  we  use  them  to  help  in  preparing  to  teach  God's 
Word? 
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God  used  them  in  his  way,— to  meet  the  desired 
end.  We  can  use  them  to  the  honor  of  God's  name. 
What  is  it  that  we  have  not  received?  We  breathe 
no  thought  but  what  we  have  received  from  others. 
It  inspires  us  to  read  others'  thoughts.  God  has  di- 
vided his  gifts  to  men.  Some  apostles,  some 
prophets,  teachers,  etc. 

If  I  buy  an  ox  and  it  is  a  good  one,  I  recommend 
it  because  it  is  a  good  one.  When  you  have  a  good 
help,  use  it. 

The  Holy  Spirit  does  reveal,  but  there  are  some 
things  that  it  does  not  reveal,  and  we  must  get 
those  things  by  helps.  Among  the  best  helps  is 
the  book  that  tells  me  what  I  don't  know,  and  what 
I  must  know.  The  best  help  is  God's  Word,— the 
Bible.  Use  it!  The  best  support  is  Jesus  Christ. 
Use  him!  Use  him,  because  all  power  is  given  un- 
to him  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  J.  W.  Gish. 


No  Debate. 


r 


Eld.  G.  W.  Stambaugh  came  to  us  Dec.  30,  and 
'  preached  till  Jan.  5.  The  meetings  were  of  great 
interest  to  all.  The  different  denominations  have 
been  working  up  a  feeling  for  a  discussion  with 
Bro.  Stambaugh  all  summer.  They  arranged  to  get 
Eld.  Harney,  of  Hampton,  a  minister  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  as  they  had  no  man  of  their  own  that 
would  meet  him  in  debate. 

Eld.  Harney  is  an  able  man,  about  sixty  years  of 
age.  He  studied  for  lawyer  and  also  had  been 
principal  of  high  school.  This  was  kept  quiet  un- 
til the  meetings  were  nearly  at  a  close,  when  Bro. 
Stambaugh  received  a  challenge  from  Eld.  Harney 
that  he  would  much  desire  to  hold  a  public  discus- 
sion. 

Bro.  Stambaugh  accepted  the  challenge.  The 
debate  was  to  commence  Jan.  7,  but  on  the  evening 
of  the  fifth,  Eld.  Harney  came  to  the  meeting  to 
hear  Bro.  Stambaugh  preach,  and  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  debate.  To  our  surprise  he  withdrew 
his  challenge,  and  proposed  to  drop  the  matter. 

This  was  a  surprise  to  all  the  crowded  house. 
The  desire  is  to  hear  more  on  the  subject,  which  is 
promised  in  the  near  future.  Bro.  Stambaugh  start- 
ed hbme  on  the  seventh.  Although  there  were  no 
conversions,  there  are  good  prospects  of  an  ingath- 
ering in  the  future.  Jonas  Saylor. 

Aurora,  Nebr.,  Jan.  o. 


Chips  from  the  Workhouse. 

The  difficulty  of  the  present  age  is  not  that  we 
are  forgetting  God,  but  that  we  fail  properly  to 
comprehend  his  relation  to  us.  We  readily  admit 
that  all  things  are  governed  by  law,  and  then  infer 
that  therefore  they  cannot  be  governed  by  God,  and 
thus  our  faith  in  a  special,  over-ruling  Providence 
in  the  minutest  trifles  is  sorely  tried.  Thanks  be  to 
God  that  recent  discoveries  of  science  come  to  our 
aid,  showing  that  the  God  of  science  is  an  imman- 
ent God,  that  he  is  necessarily  in  every  stone,  tree, 
and  flower,  and,  therefore,  is  just  such  a  loving  Fa- 
ther to  all  his  creatures  as  the  Bible  declares  him 
to  be;  instead  of  the  external,  arbitrary  ruler  that 
much  of  the  past  theology  supposed  him  to  be. 

Recent  revelations  of  science  show  that  he  can- 
not be  separate  from  any  of  his  creation  for  a  single 
instant.  This  view  shows  the  most  minute  phe- 
nomenon divine.  Every  grain  of  sand  on  the  sea- 
shore, as  well  as  every  particle  of  dust  floating  in 
the  air  has  all  the  properties  and  qualities  it  pos- 
sesses, placed  in  it  by  the  wisdom  of  God  and  for  a 
specific  purpose;  neither  can  flee  from  his  presence 
any  more  than  you  or  I.  It  is  true  that  God  is  a 
being  of  law.  He  lives  in  his  laws.  He  controls 
the  universe  by  his  laws.  Every  planet  is  held  in 
its  orbit  by  the  law  of  attraction,  so  nicely  balanced 
that  it  cannot  vary  the  hundredth  part  of  a  second 
in  a  thousand  years. 

The  power  of  gravitation  is  God  himself,  holding 
the  planets  in  their  course,  as  well  as  the  attraction 
of  cohesion  is  God  himself,  holding  the  stone  or 
piece  of  iron  in  that  particular  way.  Without  this 
power  of  God  in  them,  neither  of  them  could  exist 
for  an  instant. 


The  same  is  true  of  every  living  thing  that  exists 
upon  the  earth.  "  In  him  we  live,  move,  and  have 
our  being."  Intelligent  faith  sees  afar  off.  It  says, 
"Though  I  cannot  understand  how  an  infinite  God 
can  regulate  and  overrule  all  things,  yet  I  can  see 
that  an  infinite  plan  must  include  all  things,  even 
the  most  minute  particulars." 

It  is  a  palpable  absurdity  to  believe  in  a  general 
Providence  without  also  believing  in  a  special 
Providence,  including  the  most  minute  particulars 
of  which  the  general  is  but  the  sum  total,  as  every 
wheel  and  every  cog  in  each  wheel  in  a  watch  go  to 
make  the  sum  total  of  the  hands  showing  correct 
time,  the  power  to  run  it  being  furnished  by  the 
main  spring  and  the  spring  having  God  in  it  and  be- 
hind it.  Indeed,  there  could  be  no  spring  without 
the  attraction  of  cohesion  to  hold  its  particles  to- 
gether, and  there  is  no  attraction  of  cohesion  with- 
out God.  As  the  watchmaker  has  a  plan  for  every 
watch  and  a  place  for  every  wheel  and  every  cog  in 
each  wheel,  so  God  must  have  a  plan  for  every  life 
and  for  every  incident  in  that  life.  All  Christians 
profess  to  believe  in  general  Providence,  but  is  it 
not  a  fact  that  many  of  us  doubt  a  particular  or 
special  Providence? 

When  we  once  learn  to  outgrow  this  palpable  ab- 
surdity, and  to  accept  at  full  value  such  Bible 
truths  as  "  All  things  work  together  for  good  to 
them  that  love  God,"  "  The  very  hairs  of  your  head 
are  all  numbered,"  "  Are  not  two  sparrows  sold  for 
a  farthing,  and  one  of  them  shall  not  fall  to  the 
ground  without  your  Father,"  etc.,  then  much  of 
the  worry  incident  to  this  life  will  be  at  an  end. 
Then,  like  the  birds  of  the  air,  will  we  plan  and 
work  without  worrying  along  the  line  of  duty. 
"  Whether  we  eat  or  drink  or  whatsoever  we  do,  do 
all  to  the  glory  of  God." 

The  principal  thought  in  every  prayer  will  then 
be,  "  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."  I  conclude 
that  the  time  will  come  when  a  full,  practical  belief 
in  a  special  Providence  will  be  the  test  of  the  true 
discipleship.  We  may  as  well  admit  once  for  all 
that  God  is  within  the  universe,  and  in  no  one  sense 
outside  of  it,  and  he  must  therefore  necessarily  be 
in  everything  in  the  universe,  holding  and  overrul- 
ing all  things  for  the  ultimate  good  of  his  creatures. 
The  time  will  come  when  the  wicked  sailor  in  the 
storm  can  no  longer  truthfully  say  of  the  Christian 
minister,  "  The  preacher  seems  to  be  just  as  much 
afraid  of  going  to  heaven  as  we  are  of  going  to 
hell."  Not  only  in  time  of  danger  but  in  the  ordi- 
nary routine  ot  business  life  the  world  ought  to  be 
able  to  see  evidence  of  the  Christian's  practical  be- 
lief in  the  overruling  Providence  and  care  of  a  Lov- 
ing Heavenly  Father.  Daniel  Vaniman. 

McP/iersott,  Kam. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


I  returned  from  Iowa  Dec.  20,  where  I  had  la- 
bored for  a  month.  The  next  evening  Bro.  J.  H. 
Wright  commenced  preaching  in  the  Donnel's 
Creek  church,  and  continued  till  the  evening  of 
Jan.  11.  The  interest  and  attention  seemed  good 
during  the  entire  meeting.  Four  precious  souls 
were  received  during  the  meetings;  others  are  still 
waiting.  It  is  sad,  indeed,  that  so  many  are  so 
careless  about  the  one  thing  needful.  The  church 
received  many  good  lessons  that  will  do  us  all  good 
if  we  put  them  in  practice. 

Bro.  Wright  also  preached  two.  sermons 
Carlisle,  and  then  left  for  other  field 
Wright  was  also  with  him,  which  added 
the  interest  of  the  meeting.  It  was  a  pi 
have  her  with  us.  We  expect  a  series  of 
to  commence  in  New  Carlisle,  Feb.  13. 
permitting,  we  go  to  Pleasant  Hill,  111., 
days,  to  assist  in  a  series  of  meetings. 

Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Jan.  14, 

From  Hampton,  Pa. 

Bro.  Albert  Hollinger  arrived  at  the  Hamp- 
ton meetinghouse  in  the  Upper  Conewago  District, 
Dec,    28,   and   commenced    a   series    of    meetings, 
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which  closed  the  evening  of  Jan.  15,  preaching,  in 
all,  twenty-four  able  and  instructive  sermons.  Ten 
precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and 
entered  the  fold  by  baptism.  One  was  reclaimed 
and  four  applicants  are  awaiting  the  bath  of  regen- 
eration. Truly,  we  have  had  a  season  of  refresh- 
ing! A  number  more,  laboring  under  deep  convic- 
tion are  seriously  counting  the  cost.  May  God  help 
them  to  yield  and  make  an  entire  surrender  of 
their  wills  to  the  Master's  will!  During  these 
meetings  Bro.  Hollinger  and  brethren  visited  a 
number  of  families.  This  social  feature  was  most 
enjoyable.  Their  time  was  spent  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  souls,  and  the  honor  and  glory  of  God. 
We  praise  God  for  the  deep  and  untiring  interest 
manifested  by  our  brethren,  who  seemed  so  fully 
to  realize  the  importance  of  the  great  work  our 
dear  servant  was  engaged  in.  These  meetings 
were  well  attended  from  the  beginning  and  steadi- 
ly grew  in  interest,  till  the  house  became  packed 
with  much  more  than  its  seating  capacity,  and  con- 
tinued so  up  to  the  close  of  the  meeting.  Dear 
brethren,  let  us  not  forget  the  dear  servants  who 
labor  so  earnestly  for  the  salvation  of  souls! 

Sam.  B.  Miller. 
Jan.  16.  ____^__ 

Death  of  Eld.  David  Bechtelheimer. 

Eld.  David  Bechtelheimer  was  born  in  Cler- 
mont County,  Ohio,  Feb.  7,  1821.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Henry  County,  Ind.,  in  April,  1827.  He 
was  married  to  Mary  Stump,  of  Delaware  County, 
Ind.,  July  1,  1841.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  six  of  whom, — three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters,— have  passed  over  the  river.  Brother  and  sis- 
ter Bechtelheimer  united  with  the  German  Baptist 
or  Brethren  church,  Oct.  5,  1S42.  He  removed 
with  his  family  to  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  in  1843. 
He  was  chosen  to  the  visit  in  January,  1849.  June 
25,  of  the  same  year,  he  was  chosen  to  the  ministry. 
He  was  forwarded  to  the  second  degree  of  the  min- 
istry in  1851,  and  in  1857  was  ordained  to  the  full 
ministry.  He  removed  to  Adams  County,  Nebras- 
ka, in  1881,  where,  on  August  30,  1S91,  his  com- 
panion departed  this  life.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  sister  Elizabeth  Hoover,  of  Cass  County, 
Ind.,  May  3,  1892.  He  removed  to  Indiana  from 
Nebraska,  to  the  Upper  Deer  Creek  congregation, 
where  he  resided  until  his  death,  Jan.  9.  1896,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years,  eleven  months  and  two 
days.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  D.  P.  Shively,  of 
Peru,  Ind.,  from  Rev.  14:  13.  Artemas  Smith. 


From  the  Sunny  South. 


I  notice  an  appeal  in  No.  2,  current  volume  of 
Messenger,  from  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  for  help, 
and  feel  sorry  it  cannot  be  responded  to.  At  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Mission  Board  we  were  not 
able  to  fill  the  call  as  contemplated,  which  was 
much  regretted,  as  well  as  a  disappointment  to  the 
Brethren  here  and  at  Keuka. 

As  a  member  of  the  Board,  after  my  visit  to 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  I  concluded  to  pay  the  Flor- 
ida Brethren  a  short  visit,  and  offer  some  comfort. 
I  have,  accordingly,  been  preaching  at  Hawthorn, 
and  also  at  Keuka,  and  hope  next  week  to  visit  the 
few  members  on  Indian  River,  at  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  south.  After  a  short  stay 
at  that  point,  I  shall  make  my  way  north,  to  meet 
the  Board  in  its  next  session,  at  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  on 
the  second  Monday  of  February. 

The  duties  of  the  Board  are  becoming  more  and 
more  responsible  as  the  work  of  missions  is  extend- 
ing. -Brethren,  will  you  kindly  remember  us,  your 
servants,  in  your  prayers,  so  that  God  may  give 
wisdom  and  understanding,  to  direct  the  work  of 
the  Brotherhood  aright? 

On  New  Year's  Day,  1896,  we  met  at  the  Keuka 
church  in  council.  No  business  or  complaints 
were  brought  up,  excepting  the  adjusting  of  finan- 
cial matters.  Love  and  union  prevailed.  What  a 
joy  are  such  meetings!  If  all  the  churches  of  our 
great  and  beloved  Brotherhood  were  as  zealous  of 
good  works  as  is  evinced  by  the  little  church 
h.e_re_  in  Florida,  there  would  be  no  need  of  so  many 
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appeals  through  the  Messenger,  and  the  work  of 
spreading  the  true  Gospel  would  go  on,  and  many- 
precious  souls  would  be  brought  to  Christ. 

Last  week  we  had  a  fine  rain,  and  since  then 
beautiful  sunshine  and  warm  weather.  The  ther- 
mometer, at  noon,  registered  70  to  80,  in  the  shade. 
J-  C.  Lahman. 

Hawthorn,  Fla.,  Jan.  X4. 


To  Sunday  School  Worker 


n 


The  following,  sent  to  a  number  of  Sunday 
school  workers,  by  the  committee,  is  given  here  by 
the  request  of  the  committee.— Ed. 

We  ask  Annual  Meeting  through  District  Meeting  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  rive  brethren,  to  be  taken  from  different 
parts  of  our  Brotherhood,  and  who  are  well  informed  in  regard 
to  the  history  and  needs  of  our  Sunday  school  work.  Let  this 
committee  furnish  information  and  otherwise  assist  the  Mis- 
sionary and  Tract  Committee  in  obtaining  statistics  and  prop- 
er information  in  regard  to  the  needs  of  our  Sunday  school 
work  and  let  the  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee  report  the 
result  to  next  Annual  Meeting. 

Committee  appointed  by  Annual  Meeting:  I.  B.  Trout,  C.  E. 
Arnold,  Grant  Mahan,  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  J.  M.  Keagy. 
Dear  Co-Worker: 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  work  assigned  them 
by  the  last  Annual  Meeting  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day school  Needs  and  Statistics  have  made  out  the 
following  list  of  questions.  They  wish  to  get  an 
expression  from  as  many  brethren  and  sisters  as 
possible.  There  aim  is  to  send  a  list  of  these  ques- 
tions to  one  person  in  each  congregation,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  wish  to  hear  from  every  one  inter- 
ested in  making  our  Sunday  schools  more  potent 
for  good  to  the  church  and  the  world.  They  hope 
that  you  will  give  these  questions  your  careful  and 
prayerful  attention,  and  that  you  will  send  in  your 
reply  as  soon  as  practicable.  If  there  is  no  Sunday 
school  in  your  congregation,  write  us  anyhow, 
stating  why  you  have  none. 

This  list  is  sent  you  by  the  member  of  the  com- 
mittee who  has  charge  of  the  work  in  your  State. 
Following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  district  assigned  each 
member:  For  I.  Bennett  Trout,  of  Lanark,  III.,  In- 
diana, Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Michigan;  for  C.  E.  Ar- 
nold, of  McPherson,  Kans.,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Ar- 
kansas, Indian  Territory  and  all  States  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains;  for  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey 
and  the  Northeast;  for  J.  M.  Keagy,  of  Dayton, 
Va.,  West  Virginia,  Virginia,  Tennessee  and  all 
States  south  and  east  of  these;  for  Grant  Mahan,  of 
Mt.  Morris,  111.,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  the 
Dakotas,  Iowa  and  Missouri.  When  you  have  an- 
swered the  questions  and  offered  whatever  sugges- 
tions you  may  have  to  offer,  please  return  this  list 
to  the  member  of  the  Committee  in  whose  territory 
you  are. 

1.  How  many  churchhouses  are  there  in  your  con- 
gregation? 

2.  How  many  Sunday  schools  in  your  congrega- 
tion? 

3.  How  many  Sunday  schools  continuing  through- 
out the  year? 

4.  How  many  Sunday  schools  have  sisters  as  Sup- 
erintendents? 

5.  How  many  use  no  literature  but  the  Bible? 

6.  How  many  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterly,  papers, 
etc.? 

7.  How  many  use  other  literature,  and  what  kind? 

8.  What  song  book  do  you  use? 

9.  Are  the  officers  all  members  of  the  church  ? 

10.  If  not,  which  officers  are  not?  ' 

11.  How  many  teachers  in  your  Sunday  school? 

12.  How  many  are  members?     How  many  not? 

13.  How  much  has  been  contributed  to  the  mission- 
ary fund  during  the  past  year  by  each  Sunday 
school? 

14-  How  many  of  the  Sunday  school  scholars  have 
joined  the  church  during  the  past  year? 

15.  What  do  you  think  the  needs  of  our  Sunday 
schools  are? 

16.  What  is  the  enrollment  of  each  Sunday  school 
in  your  district? 


17-  Does  the  church  furnish  the  literature?    Should 
it? 

As  said  above,  the  Committee  would  like  to  have 
one  of  these  lists  filled  out  in  full  from  each  con- 
gregation in  the  Brotherhood,  and  they  will  be  very 
glad  if  the  elder,  or  the  clerk,  or  the  superintendent 
of  the  Sunday  school  will  see  to  it  that  the  ques- 
tions are  answered  and  the  paper  returned  to  the 
proper  member  of  the  Committee. 

The  attention  of  all  the  brethren  and  sisters  is 
called  to  the  last  three  questions,  and  answers  to 
them,  or  any  suggestions  concerning  them,  will  be 
appreciated.  An  expression  of  opinion  is  wanted 
from  as  many  as  possible. 

In  some  cases  it  is  not  possible  to  send  a  list  of 
the  questions  to  a  church,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  name  of  the  elder  is  not  known,  nor  is  that 
of  the  clerk.  If  a  list  is  not 'sent  to  every  church  it 
will  be  for  this  reason,  and  it  is  earnestly  requested 
that  a  list  be  sent  for  at  once. 

In  some  cases  the  elders  of  three  or  four  congre- 
gations live  in  or  near  the  same  town.  Each  one 
is  expected  to  fill  out  the  blank  for  the  church  of 
which  he  is  elder.  And  again;  one  brother  presides 
over  several  congregations.  In  such  cases  he  is  re- 
quested to  see  that  a  blank  is  filled  out  for  each 
congregation.  If  not  enough  are  sent  him,  more 
will  be  sent  on  request.  1.  Bennett  Trout. 

Lanark.  III. 
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Claysburg,  Pa.— Jan.  4  was  our  quarterly  coun 
cil  in  the  Lower  Claar  church.  All  business  that 
came  before  the  meeting  was  satisfactorily  settled 
On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  5,  Bro.  John  Bennett 
from  Artemas,  Pa.,  came  to  us  and  preached  elever 
sound  Gospel  sermons.  There  were  no  immediate 
additions,  and  we  were  sorry  that  our  brother  had 
to  leave  so  soon. — Moses  W.  Walter,  Jan.  18. 

Bills,  Pa.— Sister  Miller,  residing  in  the  Middle 
Creek  church,  seventy-six  years  of  age,  is  ii 
health.  Yesterday,  Jan.  16,  Eld.  Josiah  Berkley 
and  the  writer  anointed  her  according  to  Jame 
Sister  Miller  is  one  of  the  old,  faithful  stand, 
bearers  of  the  church.  May  the  Lord  be 
strength  in  her  weakness,  and  be  the  comfort  and 
staff  of  her  declining  years! — Silas  Hoover,  Jan.  IJ, 

Goshen,  Ind.—  Bro.  Lewis  Whitehead,  of  New 
Paris,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  was  found  dead  in  his  bed 
Jan.  15.  His  son,  Jacob,  called  him  for  breakfast, 
and  receiving  no  response,  he  found  him  dead 
He  was  seventy-seven  years  old.  He  went  to  bed 
as  well  as  usual,  but  never  saw  the  morning  sun 
rise.  He  died  of  either  paralysis  or  heart  trouble 
There  was  no  struggle.  Thus  one  more  old  stand 
ard-bearer  has  passed  over  the  river.—/.  H.  Miller. 

Ola,  Iowa. — Our  dear  brother,  Peter  Brower 
came  to  us  Dec.  20,  and  preached  eleven  soul- 
cheering  sermons.  The  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended, considering  the  bad  roads,  and  the  atten- 
tion was  splendid.  There  were  no  immediate  re- 
sults, although  we  believe  some  were  impressed 
with  the  thought  that  they  are  not  doing  their 
duty.  We  are  almost  alone  here,  and  are  always 
glad  to  see  any  of  the  Brethren.  The  Gospel 
Messenger  visits  us  each  week,  for  which  we  are 
very  thankful.  We  think  we  cannot  do  without  it, 
here  in  our  isolated  condition. — Ella  Buzzard. 

Callaway,  Va.— Eld.  Daniel  Peters  and  I  left 
our  homes  Nov.  18,  1895,  to  visit  the  Fraternity 
congregation  of  Forsyth  and  Davidson  Counties, 
North  Carolina,  to  hold  meetings  at  different 
points;  also  to  ordain  to  the  eldership  brethren  J. 
F.  Robertson  and  C.  R.  Faw,  as  was  agreed  upon 
by  the  elders  of  the  First  District  of  Virginia,  at 
last  District  Meeting.  The  above-named  church 
being  assembled  in  council,  they  expressed  them- 
selves unanimously  in  favor  of  an  ordination,  which 
was  done  seemingly  with  a  sense  of  their  respon- 
sibility. During  our  stay  we  held  about  thirty 
meetings.  Four  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 
— fere  Bamlmrt. 
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Rome  Church,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Dec. 
7,  Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of  Woodland,  Mich.,  com- 
menced to  preach  for  us  at  our  Oak  Grove  house, 
meetings  closed  Jan.  12.  One  was  baptized. 
We  had  good  attendance  and  very  good  interest. — 
Maggie  A.  Dickey,  Alvada,  Ohio. 
Walnut  Church,  Ind.— I  am,  at  this  writing,  in 
e  midst  of  a  series  of  meetings.  Four  made  the 
good  confession.  Others  are  near.  Among  those 
vho  were  received  is  a  mute  sister.  We  have  an 
nterpreter  with  us,  which  is  a  great  help  to  those 
vho  are  deprived  of  their  hearing.—  Dorsey  Hodg- 
den,  Argos,  Ind.,  Jan.  17. 

South  Loup  Church,  Nebr.— Bro.  Ja 
from  the  Muddy  Valley  church,  came 
and  preached  seven  soul-cheering 
crowded  houses.  There  were  no  additions, 
there  was  considerable  interest  manifested.  Bro. 
McCrea  is  an  earnest  worker  for  the  Master— Ii' 
P.  Mc Lilian,  Litchfield,  Nebr.,  Jan.  17. 

Bills,  Pa.  —In  company  with  Bro.  George  Shrock, 
we  visited  our  sick  brother,  Samuel  Wellcr,  in  the 
Middle  Creek  congregation,  who  is  in  his  seventy- 
sixth  year,  and  was  anointed  according  to  James  5, 
after  which  he  expressed  a  joy  and  comfort.  May 
the  Lord  abundantly  bless  our  dear  brother  in  his 
declining  years! — Silas  Hoover,  Jan.  18. 

Notice.— In  the  Synoptical  Report  of  the  East-  ' 
crn  Pennsylvania  Ministerial  Meeting,  published  in 
pamphlet  form,  there  are  two  printer's  errors  on 
page  28,  which  detract  from  the  true  sense.  Line 
sixteen  from  bottom  reads  "  people  there  were," 
instead  of  "people  then  were."  Line  four  from 
bottom  after  the  word  "added"  is  wanting  this 
sentence:  "Going  cast  a  day  is  dropped."  All 
having  the  Report  will  do  well  to  make  the  cor- 
rection at  once. — George  Bucher,  Clerk,  Kleinfclters- 
villc,  Pa.,  Jan.  17. 

Johnsville,  Ohio— Dec.  29,  1895,  Bro.  Daniel 
Garber,  of  Lower  Twin,  Ohio,  came  to  the  Union 
house,  in  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings.  The  unfavorable  weather  on  Monday 
preventetl  some  from  turning  out  for  a  few  days, 
but  the  house  was  filled  to  overflowing.  The  last 
half  of  the  meeting  the  people  turned  out  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  hear  the  Gospel  declared 
in  its  pure  and  unadulterated  state.  Many  good 
impressions,  we  think,  were  made.  There  were 
three  accessions  by  baptism  and  one  restored  to 
full  membership  that  had  fallen  away. — W.  S.  Gil- 
bert, Jan.  18. 
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with  the  church.  On  Sunday,  Jan.  5,  Bro.  C.  P. 
Rowland  and  several  others  assembled  at  the  home 
of  sister  Mollie  Barton,  who  was  very  ill,  and  de- 
sired to  be  anointed.  She  is  a  strong  sister  in  the 
faith  and  has  bright  prospects  of  that  promised 
home.  Bro.  C.  P.  Rowland  left  us  Jan.  6  for  his 
home  in  Illinois.— A  E.  Wycoffjan.  15. 
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ning  of  Jan.  5.  On  the  evening  of  the 
7th  Bro.  Gripe  received  the  sad  news  that  his 
house,  with  all  its  contents,  was  in  ashes.  Next 
day  he  took  his  departure  for  home,  about  fifty 
miles  distant.  Bro.  Gorham  continued  the  meet- 
ings until  the  13th.  The  brethren  preached  in 
all,  ten  soul-cheering  sermons.  One  precious  soul 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  On  Saturday,  Jan. 
rr,  we  met  at  our  regular  preaching  place  in  coun- 
cil. But  little  business  came  before  the  meeting. 
Bro.  1.  F.  Betts  was  advanced  to  the  second  de- 
gree of  the  ministry  amid  great  solemnity.—/.  K, 
Waltman,  Jan.  14. 
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Washington,  Kans.— Two  more  dear 
souls  were  added  to  the  fold  by  bap- 
tism Jan.  12.  Others  are  counting  the 
cost;  some  are  near  the  kingdom. — 
Lizzie  Gauby,Jan.  13. 

Roanoke,  La. — We  baptized  the  ap- 
plicants, previously  reported,  yester- 
day. Last  night  another  young  man 
applied  for  membership.  We  feel  to 
thank  God  and  take  courage. — C.  D. 
Hyltonjan.13. 

New  Baltimore,  Ohio.— Bro.  Aaron 
Heistand  closed  an  interesting  series 
of  meetings  at  the  brick  house  in  the 
East  Nimishillen  congregation,  Start 
Co.,  Ohio,  on  last  evening.  Twelvi 
were  added  to  the  church  by  baptisn 
during  these  meetings. — Andrew  Brum 
bangh,  Jan.  17. 

Banquo,  Ind.— Bro.  J.  F.  Spitzer 
came  to  us  Jan.  8,  and  preached  fivt 
soul-cheering  sermons.  His  visit  witl 
us  was  all  that  could  be  desired 
The  meetings  closed  with  increasing 
interest  and  attendance  and  with  re. 
grets  that  Bro.  Spitzer  had  to  leave 
for  other  fields  of  labor  so  soon 
D.  Moore,  Jan.  14. 
,  Notice. —  To  the  Brethren  and  Sisters  of 
the  Eastern  District  o  Pennsylvania 
The  Committee  appointed  to  arrange 
a  program  for  the  Ministerial  Meeting 
of  1896  will  meet  for  that  purpose 
and  asks  the  brethren  and  sisters  to 
forward  all  questions  to  the  under- 
signed before  Feb.  15,  1896. — H.  E. 
Light,  Mountville,  Pa. 

Waldon,  Ind.  Ter.— But  few  of  our 
members  remain  in  this  arm  of  the 
church.  Most  of  them  have  moved 
to  other  parts.  Bro.  M.  M.  Ennis,  of 
El  Reno,  came  to  our  place  Dec.  17, 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings,  but  ow- 
ing to  so  much  rain,  and  appointments 
ahead  of  us,  we  could  not  continue. 
He  preached  one  soul-cheering  ser- 
mon.—Lydia  Shireman,  Jan.  8. 

South  Bend,  Ind.— This  church  met 
in  council  Jan.  11.  As  there  was  im- 
portant business  to  come  before  the 
meeting,  Bro.  Lemuel  Hillery  and 
Hiram  Kreighbaum  were  called  in 
council  with  us.  One  sister  was  rein- 
stated and  three  deacons  elected  and 
installed.  The  services  were  very  im- 
pressive throughout  and  we  hope 
much  good  will  result  from  them.— 
Wm.  Borough,  North  Liberty,  Ind.,  Jan.  11. 

New  Midway,  Md—  On  Monday 
night,  Jan.  6,  some  incendiary  fired 
our  Rose  Jelly  factory.  We  discov- 
ered it  just  too  late  to  save  anything. 
We  would  have  succeeded  in  saving 
the  building,  but  an  explosion  took 
place,  which  blew  my  two  sons  fifteen 
feet  or  more,  and  nearly  killed  us, 
while  battling  with  the  flames.  We 
are  arranging  to  resume  business  again, 
and  will  be  able  to  fill  orders  prompt- 
ly in  a  few  days.—  F.  C.  Renmrjan.  10. 

Bethel,  Nebr  —  The  members  of  the 
Bethel  church  met  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil the  first  Saturday  in  this  month. 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  a  sat- 
isfactory manner.  Several  members 
were  received  by  letter  into  the 
church.  Our  Sunday  school  and  so- 
cial meetings  are  very  interesting  and 
are  improving.  A  series  of  meetings 
was  held  at  the  Lichty  schoolhouse 
by  our  ministers.  No  additions  to 
the  church  were  made,  but  good  in- 
terest was  manifested.— Clara  B.  Hoch- 
stedler. 


a  result  of  the  good  work,  four  were 
baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  Among 
this  number  was  one  Lutheran  and 
one  of  the  Reformed  c 
manifestation  of  interest  and  attention 
we  need  only  to  say  the  house  was 
overcrowded  every  night,  with  a  few 
ptions.— Josiah  Eby,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Jan.  iS. 


Notice. — To  the  Churches  of  North 
western  Ohio: — Wc  hereby  give  notice 
that  those  who  have  not  paid  th 
apportionment  assigned  to  them  1 
Home  Mission,  will  please  forward 
the  same  to  S.  Rodabaugh,  New  Stark, 
Ohio,  at  least  two  weeks  before  Dis- 
trict Meeting.  Money  for  general  ex- 
penses should  be  sent  to  J.  F.  Weaver, 
Lima,  Ohio,  Box  576.— Z.  C.  Schubett, 
Secretary  0/  Mission  Board  of  Northives- 
tern  Ohio, 

Upper  Dublin  Church,  Pa.— An  in- 
teresting series  of  meetings  here 
ed  last  evening  with  a  large  at- 
tendance. Bro.  Wm.  Howe,  of  the 
Amwell  church,  N.  J.,  came  Dec.  30, 
and  preached,  in  all,  fifteen  earnest 
and  telling  sermons.  Although  there 
were  no  immediate  results,  the  "in- 
corruptible seed"  was  liberally  sown, 
and  we  trust  that,  in  God's  own  time, 
a  harvest  of  souls  may  be  garnered. 
— B.  F.  Kittinger. 

Bear  Creek,  Ohio.— On  the  evening 
of  Dec.  29  Bro.  Daniel  M.  Garver 
came  to  us  and  preached  in  our  house 
in  New  Lebanon  until  the  evening  of 
Jan.  14,  and  gave  us  twenty-four  ex- 
cellent  sermons,  including    one    < 


Committee  on  Arrangements  at  thi 
Annual  Meeting,  held  at  Ottawa  ii 
1887— I.  H.  Crist,  Jan.  /?. 


neeting 


fun 


al.     A: 


4  was  our  ( 


Nevada,  Mo 
l-meeting.     Some  bu 
fore  the  meeting,  but   all    passed    off 
1  a  good  feeling.     Our  elder,  Sam- 
Click,   handed   in   his  resignation 
:h    was    accepted    by   the    church, 
expects  to  go  to  Arkansas  to  labor 
for    the    church.     The    church    chose 
Wm.  Harvey,  of  Jasper  County, 
to  look  after  the  church  at  this  place, 
members  in  this  church  are  much 
scattered,   but  we  have   concluded  to 
n    our    Sunday    school    during    the 
nter.     Our  school,  at  times,  is  very 
»all,    compared   with  other   schools, 
e      use     the     "Brethren's     Sunday 
School  Song  Book"  which  gives  good 
satisfaction,    especially   so  among  the 
Brethren's     children.  —  Riley    Stump, 
fan.  14. 

Gardner,  Kans. — We  commenced  a 

series  of  meetings  in  our  West  church 

Christmas  Day  and  closed  Jan.  12, 

holding,    in   all,  twenty-five  meetings. 

The   congregations    were   the    largest, 

ng  the   entire   meeting,    we    ever 

had   on  a  similar  occasion,  with  a  gen- 

1    upbuilding   of   all  who  attended. 

Only     three    were    baptized,    but    we 

losed  with  a  bright  prospect.     These 

meetings  were  conducted  by  the  home 

To-day    Bro.    H.    F.    Crist 

ere  called  to  the  home  of 

Eld.  George   Myers,  of  Wade,  Kans., 


to  officiate 
Myen 


the 


uplicatii 


ointing   of  Bro. 

sorely    afflicted    with 

of  diseases,  which   at 

times    bring    him    very    near    death's 

door.     He  desires  the  prayers  of  God's 

children  in  his  behalf.     Never,  in  our 

experience,   did   we   see   the    blessing 

anointing  with  more  joy 

and   beneficial    results,    at    the    time, 

than  in  Bro.  Myers'  case,     Many  will 

remember  him  as  the  foreman  of  the 


-MATRIMONIAL  - 


FORNEY— SHULL.— By  the   undersigned, 
his  residence,  Nortli  Manchester,  Ind.,  Jan. 
1896,  D.  L.  Forney,  of  Palestine,  Ark.,  and 
Anna  M.  Shull,  of  Virden,  111. 

MILLER— SHELLY.— Also     at    the    same 

ne  and  place,  J.  K.  Miller,  formerly  of  Kauff- 

an,  Pa.F  but  more  recently  of  Robins,  Iowa, 

and  Louisa  M.  Shelly,  of  Mastersonville,  Lan- 

ister  Co.,  Pa.  E.  S.  Young. 

HINEGARDENER— HEDRICK.— At  the 

home  of  the  bride,  in   Midland,  Va„  Dec.  15, 

,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  John  Hinegar- 

Er,  of  Nokesville,  Prince  William  Co.,  Va., 

and  sister  Eva  E.  Hedrick  (daughter  of  Eld. 

Jacob   Hedrick,  deceased),   of    Fauquier    Co., 

'a.  Andrew  Chambers. 

MOSHOLDER— RUMMEL.— At  the  home 

f  the  bride's  parents,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  Dec.  25, 

8q5,  by    the    undersigned,    Bro.    Edward    S. 

Mosholder  and  sister  Mary  A.  Rummel. 

Albert  Berkley. 
BUBB— BUCHER.— At  the  residence  of  the 
bride's   parents,   Astoria,    111.,  Jan.  7,  1896,  by 
Bro.  Michael  Flory,  of  Girard,  III.,  Bro.  Jes 
Bubb  and  sister  Sarah  Bucher,  both  of  Astor 
111.  Lvdia  Bucher. 


-  - .  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  - . . 

"  Blessed  arc  tl>..-  , !■..■;..)  -vlnch  .lie  in  the  Lord."  ""^ 

WEAVER.— In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  4,  1896,  Daniel  O.  Weaver, 
son  of  Bro.  George  and  Martha  Weaver,  aged 
4  years,   1  month  and   22  days.     Services   by 


the  Breth 
^ZUG.— 
Zug, 


[  The 


.  4: 13- 


I.  W.  Taylor. 
the  Tulpehocken  church,    Leba- 


dow  of   Abraham    Zug,   Sr.,    aged    82 

months  and  4  days. 

^HERTZLER.— In   the   same   church,    Dec 

iSg;,  sister  Elizabeth  Royer  Hertzler,  wid- 

of  deacon  Jonathan  Hertzler  (who  died  on 

ie  day,    1887),  and   mother  of  elders  John 

and   William   Hertzler,   aged   91    years  and  3 

nonths. 

MERKEY.— In  the  same  church,  Dec.  27, 
895,  sister  Minnie  Merkey,  daughter  of  Joseph 
nd  Mary  Sherman  Merkey,  beth  deceased, 
ged  14  years,  8  months  and  12  days. 
^BRENDLE.— In  the  same  church,  Jan.  3, 
96,  Bro.  Levi  Brendle,  aged  66  years,  2 
months  and  28  days.  C.  Bucher. 

JONES.— In    the    Grundy    County    church, 
u.     10,     1896,    of    cancer    of    the    stomach, 
homas  J.  Jones,  aged  61  years,  9  months  and 
29  days.     He  had  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
church  for  thirty-six  years,  and  for  thirty- 
years  of  that  time  he  faithfully  served  in 
the  office  of  deacon.     During  all  his  suffering 
.ever  complained,  but  cast  his  care   on 
who  never  faileth.     He  leaves  a  wife,  four 
and  two  daughters.     Services  were  con- 
ducted by   Eld.  H.  P.  Strickler  and  Bro.  C. 
M.  Garner,  from  2  Kings  20: 1  and  Rev.  14: 13. 
WILSON.— In  the  Fredonia  church,  Wilson 
:o.,    Kans.,  Jan.    11,    1896,    Melissa  F.  Birdie, 
■nly  daughter  of   James  B.   and  sister  Clara 
Wilson,  aged   3  weeks  and    1    day.     Funeral 
rvices  conducted  by  the  undersigned  from 
^e  18: 16.  S.  E.  Thompson. 

HORNER.— In  Upland,  Grant  Co.,  Ind., 
Jan.  s,  1896,  Moses  R.  Horner.  He  was  the 
uf  George  and  Margaret  Horner,  of  Preble 
County,  Ohio.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  sister  Nancy  M.  Winter,  May  3,  1868. 
His  first  wife,  Nancy,  and  little  daughter, 
Mary,  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  home.  He 
leaves  his  second  wife,  Lucy,  two  married 
daughters,  two  grown  sons  and  two  small  chil- 
eral  services  in  the  M.  E.  church 
by  I.  J.  Howard.  After  the  funeral  the  re- 
conveyed  to  the  cemetery  at  Gass 
City  and  laid  to  rest  in  hope. 

Isaiah  J.  Howard. 
ETTER.— In  the  Falling  Spring  congrega- 
)n,  Pa.,  Jan.  6, 1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Etter,  aged  67 
years,  1  month  and  21  days.    He  leaves  one  son. 


He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  church 
for  many  years,  and  filled  the  office  of  deacon 
some  eighteen  or  twenty  years  faithfully.  His 
companion  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world 
nine  years  ago.  Both  departed  this  life  al- 
most without  a  moment's  warning.  Interment 
at  the  Falling  Spring  cemetery.  Text,  1  Sam. 
20:  3,  latter  clause,  by  the  home  ministry. 

Wm.  C.  Koontz. 
JACOBS.— Near  East   Berlin,   Pa.,   Nov.  5i 
1895,    Bertha    May,   grandchild   of   Bro.  Peter 
Jacobs,  aged  1  year,  3  months  and  12  days. 

JACOBS.— At  the  same  place,  Dec.  8,  1895, 
Maurice,  son  of  Bro.  Peter  Jacobs,  aged  6 
months  and  24  days.  Disease,  diphtheria, 
Services  by  Bro.  David  H.  Baker  and  others. 
Mary"  K.Baker. 
fBRUBAKER— In  the  West  qonestoga  con- 
gregation, Elizabeth  Township,  Lancaster  Co., 
Jan.  5,  1895,  Elizabeth  Brubaker,  aged  96 
years,  9  months  and  21  days.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Musser.  She  was  born  in  West 
Hemfield  Township,  this  County  and  State. 
She  was  an  exemplary  Christian  woman,  hav- 
ing joined  the  Brethren  church  some  sixty 
years  ago.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Jacob  Hackman,  Cyrus  Gibble 
and  Hiram  Gibble,  of  White  Oak  congrega- 
from  Ps.  92:  13,  14.  Seven  children  were 
to  her,  of  whom  three  are  living.  Her 
husband,  the  late  John  Brubaker,  died  May, 
I65.  E.  B.  Brubaker. 

BLICKENSTAFF.— In  the  Oakley  church, 
Macon  Co.,  III.,  Jan.  8,  1896,  sister  Barbara 
Blickenstaff,  wife  of  Levi  Blickenstaff,  aged 
25  years,  10  months  and  7  days.  She  leaves 
a  husband  and  two  children.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure. 

W.  H.  Hood. 
HALE.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  congregation, 
Va.,  Dec,   19,-  1895,  sister   Mollie  Hale,  aged 
83  years  and  10  months.     Funeral  services  by 
Eld.  Jacob  Thomas. 

HOLLEN—  In  the  Beaver  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Va.,  Dec.  27,  1895,  sister  Catherine  Hol- 
len,  aged  77  years,  10  months  and  21  days. 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  Jacob  Thomas 
and  J.  W.  Click.  M.  B.  Miller. 

ENFIELD.— At  the  home  of  her  (Son,  in 
Johnson  County,  Iowa,  Elizabeth  Enfield,  wife 
of  Philip  Enfield,  aged  90  years,  3  months  and 
22  days.  Her  husband  and  two  children  pre- 
ceded her  to  the  spirit  world.  She  has  left 
nine  children.  So  far  as  known,  she  was  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 
years.     Peace  to  her  ashes! 

J.  C.  Seibert, 
COSNER—  In  the  Alleghany  congregation 
Grant.  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  1,  1896,  of  paralysis, 
Bro.  Benjamin  Cosner  (a  deacon)  aged  about 
65  years.  He  was  anointed  only  a  few  days 
prior  to  his  death.  He  leaves  a  wife,  three 
children  and  a  large  circle  of  relations. 

Raphael  Baker. 
RITTER.— At  Teegarden,  Marshall  Co., 
Ind.,  Dec.  25,  1895,  Bro.  Henry  Ritter,  aged 
69  years,  1  month  and  10  days.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  thirty-one 
years.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

Jacob  Hilderbrand. 
BEACHEY.— In  the  Elk  Lick  congregation, 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  2,  1896,  Abraham  P. 
Beachey,  aged  67  years,  11  months  and  9  days. 
Bro. '  Beachey  united  with  the  church  at  an 
early  age  and  served  in  the  office  of  deacon 
for  nineteen  years.  He  was  also  secretary  of 
the  church  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the 
death  of  Bro.  Beachey  the  church  has  lost  one 
of  its  most  active  and  exemplary  members. 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  S.  F.  Sanger  and  the 
writer.  W.  A.  Gaunt. 

SPITLER.— In  the  Salem  church,  Ohio,  Jan. 
ii,   1896,  Sarah  Spitler,  only  child  of  friend 
Esta  and  Vinnia  Spitler,  aged  5  months  and 
days.     Funeral  Text,  1    Pet.   1:23,  24,  con- 
ducted by  the  writer. 

John  H.  Brumbaugh. 
WEAVER.— In    the    Conestoga    congrega- 
m,    Lancaster  Co.,   Pa„  Jan.    11,    1896,    Eva 
ene  Weaver,  daughter  of  Bro.  George  and 
sister     Martha     Weaver.      Services     by     the 
Brethren   from  Matt.  18:3.     That  death  loves 
shining   mark   was   verified    in    the    taking 
away  of  two  loved  ones  in  one  week's  time. 
I,  W.  Taylor. 
LEHMAN.— In  the  Garrison  church,  Iowa, 
Jan.   13,   1896,  Ina,  little   daughter  of   Bro.   J. 
S.,  and  Rena  Lehman,  aged  1  month.     Funer- 
al  sermon  by   Bro.   George    W.    Thomas,    of 
Ames,  Iowa,  from  Mark  10: 14, 

Rachel  C.  Christy, 
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..♦ADVERTISEMENTS*.. 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  time  or  more.... ji  So 

One  month  (4  tunes).... 130 

Three  months  (13  times) 1  ac 

Six  months  (26  times) 1  « 

0De  year  (52  times) 7c 

egy-No  Cuts  01  otliei  cletttu's  Inserted  unless  mounted 

Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 

International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  mos 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  I 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price,  $1.00;  ou 


1  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  th( 
South.  City  Ticket  Office,  232  Clark  St.,  Ch 
cago. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 


"A  ] 


life 


eglad 
n   the 

.  hnghl 


m   of  the    Infiii 
says  a  noted  author.     It  is  true  a 
that  our  Brotherhood   has    mei 
darkness  all  around,  have  shorn 
stars    on    the     firmanent    of    truth.     This 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."     No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodical; 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


Teaching  and  Teachers.— By  H.  Clay  Trum- 
bull.    A    book    of   390    pages    {7%  x  $y2 

inches),  bound  in  cloth.    Our  price, 90 

Dr.  Trumbull's  book,  "  Teaching  and 
Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way  into  (he 
hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work- 
ers. It  is  to-day  the  "popular  hand-book  on 
Sunday  school  teaching. 

Smith-Peloubet  Dictionary  of  the  Bible.— 
Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  no 
hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  Bible  dictionaries.  It  has  been  care- 
fully revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F. 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth, 
818  pages.    Regular  price,  S2.00;  our  price, 

by  mail, Si-75 

Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book — 
This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
publication.  "While  it  may  be 
mlvantage  in  any  of  our  service 
pecially  adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 
prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contain: 
185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  Jh- 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  i 
being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

jents;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid, 


ably   impressed, 
sters,    51.00.    t 
this  office. 


Addn 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


FOK  36  cents  «■«  will  sontl  postpaid  11  full  M 
it  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
jnd  (herb  form)  conhiliilny  the  medical  proper- 
sofa  full  size  *1.00  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrnp. 
itil  Jan  1,  1811(1,  wi<  make  11  special  low  offer  to 
y  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  uow 
■  the  offer,  etc.  Three  cents  In  stamps  will  get 
u  a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
d  a  Frederick  Almanac-  lor  iKim,  now  ready. 
Yours  very  truly. 

Victor  Remedies  Co., 

Ttf  Frederick,  Md. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brem- 
en or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
ecognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Eclipses  Them  All ! 

Zhl  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


This  trnin  is  composed  ol  elegant  Pullman  Perfected 
Safety  Vcstlbnlcd,  Open  and  Compartment  Sleepers,  In- 
cluding Drawing  Room  and  Buffet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 
comfortable  day-coaches,  with  Monon  Celebrated  IJlgh- 


1;   40  P.  M.,    rc.uhliiH    |ju  ksiinvtlli*    , 
1  fur  points  In  Central  and   Smitliui 


The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum *    50 


'I'lliS    I? 


i  lastc; 


r  made  by   any  line  be- 
t,  Chicago;  Frank  J. 


-A*  ^Te^xr  lEra,  I 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 


pies,  Ratchets,  Netting 
and  Antomntlo  Gates,  1 
tomera,    Write  as  for  prioes  »nd  catalogue. 
THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 

Roots. 


■  ••„   .1  IlllltllllS 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  ' 
n  application. 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
:ry  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
erms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  (or  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  ol  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wt 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  tht 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  theii 


Ti(.ti.-I 


•35C 


•  3Kc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

Single  subscription,  per  year..  . 
6  copies 


0  copies  and  over »%c 


Sunday  School   Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  pleas< 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 


IhUMT.nl    I 


.  l.uiHlscnpi-  a 


]  i;ir-.i... 


Si-riiji  ii 


'ext  Tickets,  red  or 
When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  tht 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  v 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  ac 
tised  here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdozen.  -  . 


a  engravings,! 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  fa 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description,  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Address,  _ 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 
Mt.  Morris,  111, 


vuen  Chicago  nnd 
City  Ticket  Office.  13a  Clark  Strc 
Reed,  Qen'l,  Pass.  Agt,,  Chicago. 

time  enrds,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
is  L.  E,  Sessions,  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt,,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  orhistoricaL 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse, 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (//)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

io.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

n.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
Compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -  $5  co 

Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -        -5  5° 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Mt.  Morris.  111. 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  £4.00; 
Half  Leather,  $4.50;  Half  Morocco, 
$5.00. 


TSH   CJOSPBL   IMTZESSZEHSTG-IEIIR.. 


January  25,  l8g6i 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


ELDER  J.  W.  HARTSOCK 

Writes  of  his  Experience  in 
North  Dakota. 


Urges  the  Brethren  to  Join  the  Col- 
onies and  Churches  Already 
Organized,  and 


Not  Scatter  about  in  New  and 
Uncertain  Sections ! 


No  Cheap  Reprints. 


Elder  Hartsock,  of  Grand  Harbor, 
North  Dakota,  in  a  letter  printed  be- 
low, advises  the  Brethren  to  rally 
around  the  churches  already  organized 
in  that  State,  and  not  make  experi- 
ments in  other  parts.  There  is  still 
plenty  of  land  where  the  present  col- 
onies are  located,  and  his  opinion  is 
that  those  looking  for  new  homes 
should   settle  where    friends    have    al- 


ready satisfied  themselves 
fertility  of  the  soil  and  othi 
advantages,  and  whi 
will  find  neighbors  a 
ship.     His  letter  is  a 


the 


as  to  the 
r  general 
lewcomer 
:h   fellow- 


•  Har 


,  N.  D.,  Jar 


Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 
,uugf.7  Sir; — I  have  been  desiring  to  write 
in  the  iui'iwe  *'K?  lms  co,intrv.  ar>d  w'sn  to 
say  that  we  lonnu  it  Deiter  than  it  was  repre- 
sented and  we  are  well  pleased  with  our  new 
home.  We  have  done  well  here  this  year,  and 
as  far  as  I  know  all  of  the  Brethren  have  done 
well, — have  got  plenty  of  everything.  I  wish 
to  say,  however,  th.it  North  Dakota  is  like  all 
countries,  there  is  some  poor  land  in  it.  I  am 
told  by  the  old  settlers  here  that  the  James 
River  country  is  poor,  sandy  land,  and  I  do 
hope  that  my  dear  Brethren  will  not  go  where 
they  will  lose  everything  that  they  have.  As 
you  know  all  about  it  I  wish  you  would  do 
something  to  prevent  them  from  going  out 
there,  as  there  is  as  good  land  here  as  the  sun 
ever  shone  upon,  and  they  do  not  need  to  buy 
of  a  railroad,  but  they  can  buy  of  the  old  set- 
tlers, or  take  up  free  government  land. 

Well,  I  will  give  you  some  idea  what  we 
raised  on  the  farm  here,  5,758  bushels  of  wheat, 
l.ioo  bushels  of  oats,  200  bushels  of  barley, 
and  125  bushels  of  potatoes.  Then  I  had  some 
land  rented,  on  that  there  was  2,300  of  wheat, 
1,090  of  oats,  and  900  bushels  of  barley,  which 
is  altogether  11,473  bushels.  We  think  this 
was  good  for  the  first  year's  farming.  This 
leaves  us  all  well  and  hearty,  and  I  hope  to  see 
you  soon.  Yours  truly, 

John  W.  Hartsock. 
Persons  desiring  information  about 
North  Dakota  are  requested  to  address 
the  undersigned,  and  full  attention  will 
be  given  to  every  question  that  may 
be  asked.  Remember  that  all  the 
Brethren  Colonies  in  that  State  are 
located  along  the  line  of  the  Great 
Northern  Railway,  the  pioneer  com- 
pany engaged  in  promoting  the  settle- 
ment of  Free  Government  Land. 
MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  III. 


For  the  Fruit  Garden. 


I  will  send  by  express,  not  prep 
Ohio,  Gregg  and  Lonberger  Raspbei 
Blackberry  plants,  12  Strawberry  Plai 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 


If  You  Are   Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  he  Better 

Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and    Foster 

Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads. 


THERE  AREtta 
THERE  ARE  n 


Brethern': 

}  Plain  Clothing  I 


ALABAMA  MONEY !  ! 

DO  YOU  WANT  SOME? 

ftT  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  is   an  incorporated   comnanv 


sums  Iron,  Sio  to  $1,000.    For  particulars 
BRETHREN'S  SCHOOL  CO., 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


Everybody  rybo  has 
lending  for  a  10-cent  be 
QUICK  CORN  CURE, 


FRUIT  JUICE  PILL8 


California   Colony 

OF    BRETHREN. 


like  well- 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


>--.?£*3^J 


endured  useless  by 

nay  prolil.ibly  etn;.^,-  i,  >|m n  .,v'u 
'"I'.i'-'s  toi  s..!.-.  p,„  ,,.,„,,  :il„i  , 
.  A.  Dickey,  Nead,  Miami  <_,..,. ,  i,,,j 


THERE  ARE  good   markets,  and 


average  i 
hch    0/   No 


tillable. 


THERE  HAS  NEVER t 


THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands  < 


THERE    IS  ALWAYS; 


'  Ste.    Marie   R.   J?„ 


We 


iFos 


r  Com 


The  Land  Dcparim. 

'U  Railroad  has  2$o,t 

ter  and  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  h; 

served  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 

e  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  Ko  give  land 

site,  zn&five  hundred  dollars  towards  the 

ion  of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth- 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  ' 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  'not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self. 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We"  guarantee  the  fit,  the   make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  • 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,    "     , 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  \ 


Homeseekers'  Excursions. 


The  C.  B.  &  Q,.  B.  R.  will,  on  Jan.  14,  23,  Feb.  11, 
lurch  10,  1896,  sell  tickets  to  ali  points  in  Arkan- 
is,  Indian  Territory,  Oklahoma,  Texas  (Arizona 
istofnnd  including  Maricopa).  Points  on  1111- 
ois  Central  Railway  in  Kentucky.  Tennessee,, 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  except  New  Orleans 
and  Memphis.  Good  to  return  any  Tuesday  or 
Friday  within  31  days  from  date  of  sale. 
Stopover  allowed,  F.  C.  Rummers. 


Here  Again  for  1896 !J 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac: 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  ioo  pages  8xio,. 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.     Printed  dpi 
:  quality  of  paper.     It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  its-, 
■s  published.    Price,  is  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A,  481116. 


I  de 


The  : 


'  asked  for  these  lands  art 
re,  and  ten  years'  time 
'ie-ienih   cash  each  year, 


from  Sj 
is  give, 

at  6  p, 


Sj  Per  «, 

with   only  o 

■nt  interest. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 
the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 
that  they  werepaying  too  much  for  crop-paynu 
lands,  and  have  filed  applications  for  land  in 
Foster  and  Wells  Counti, 

If  you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
prices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else 
offer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  ?ne  at  c 
and   I   will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 
freight  rates.    Do  not  locate  until  you  have 
gated.    Write  to 

C.  W,  Mott,  • 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R, 
St.  Paul,  Mi: 

:r,  N.  P.  R.  R. 


DUBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


or  poisons  or  danger- 
imgest  child  without  a 
past  thirteen  years  we 
rods  ol  people,  who  to- 


delay  a  day.  Special  indu< 
ri  time  only,  are  given  to  he 
remedy  Introduced  into  eve 


S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa, 


POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 


Also  a  few  OOOO  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  row. 
Address;  O.  -E.  FRANK, 

4tl3  Pleasant  Home,  Ohio,. 


FARJjORJALEj^ 

mile  to  German  Baptist  church.  Eight  roon 
large  Iraine  barn,  good  neighborhood,  et 
longs  to  D.  Greider.  It  will  be  sold  at  a  bai 
payments.    Address,  David  Greider,  Ridgei 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 


MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA. 

;  ol  our  60,000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portion  oi  c 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

s  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  Terms 
Payment.    A  critical  examination  of  this  prop- 
erty will  repay  the  intending 


No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Home  Market  in  Merced  City.  Churches  of  m; 
nations  and  Public  Schools  convenient  to 
>n  the  lines  oi  THREE  RAILROADS.    Bef 


Thursday,  Feb.  20,  189.6.  to  be  under  the  special  care  ai 

circulars,  Illustrated  pamphlets  and  all  other  inforniatic 

address,  WILLET  WILLIAMS,  Agent, 

"4  230  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  1 


Buy  a  Globe  incubator  and  Brooder 


pipe  syutfiu.     At'- 

Snlllll'lv   M-lt-r.':Ml]-lMl!'-', 

li.-.i  [ii.ifliii.'-.Hi  rln'iii."' 
Our  guarantee 

Finely  illustrated 


The  Gospel  Messenger 


"SET  /r0R   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-PMI. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morkis,  III.,  Feb.  1,  1896. 


No.  5. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Published  Weekly,  it  11.50  per  Annum,  By 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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i  Foreign  Travel.    No. : 


Shall  the  Redeemed  Know  Each  Othe 
Editorial  Gleanings  in  the  Orient.  Nc 
The  Poor  Fund 

Tin;  Sanctity  of  the  Marriage  Tie,.  . 


Angels, 

His  Coming 

Perfect  Through  SufTerin 


:  Sisters'  Prayer-covering.     By  Mattic 
ness.1'— Jer.  23:6.    By  S   N.  McCann,  , 


ESSA  Y  DEPARTMENT,- 

Origin  and  Purpose  of  tl 

■'  The  Lord  Our  Righteousness."-Je 

The  Anointing 

THE  SVNDA  Y  SCHOOL- 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount.— Luke  6:4 
THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE- 

The  Use  of  International  Lessons  in  01 

Religion  in  Mexico.     By  Howard  Miller, 

GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,— 

It  Makes  Me  Think.    By  A.  W.  Vaniman 

Bread-pills  and  Faith  Cure.    By  Daniel  Hays, 


r  Sunday  School.     By  I.J.  Ro! 


're.tche 


HOME  AND  FAMILY,— 


Dy  Clara  D.  Snavcly,  . 


<*  EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 


The  Special  Bible  Term  at  the  Mount  closed 
last  week  with  more  than  ordinary  interest.  In 
several  respects  it  was  quite  an  improvement  over 
the  former  terms.  The  lessons  on  Doctrine,  given 
by  Bro.  Teeter,  were  highly  appreciated.  The  se- 
ries of  lessons  by  Bro.  Trout,  on  Secret  Societies, 
was  the  best  that  we  ever  heard  along  that  line. 
Those  who  heard  them  were  thoroughly  warned 
against  the  evils  of  these  secret  orders.  Other  im- 
portant lines  of  study  were  pursued,  but  our  edi- 
torial work  did  not  permit  us  to  attend  the  classes. 
We  feel  that  the  Term  was  a  good  one,  and  will 
have  far-reaching  results. 


It  may  seem  to  us  a  most  unfortunate  thing 
for  a  devout  minister  to  be  compelled  to  close 
his  active  work  in  the  fields,  where  his  services  are 
so  much  needed,  in  order  that  he  may  give  at- 
tention to  secular  pursuits  for  the  support  of  his 
family.  Yet  those  who  are  under  the  necessity 
of  so  doing  should  not  become  discouraged,  for 
Paul,  the  greatest  missionary  of  apostolic  times, 
for  a  brief  period  gave  his  attention  to  tent-mak- 
ing that  he  might  not  be  chargeable  to  others. 
While  his  hands  were  busy  with  the  needle,  the 
Gospel  was  taking  deep  root  in  his  soul,  and  pre- 
paring him  for  the  great  missionary  fields  awaiting 
him.  Ministers,  like  trees,  sometimes  become  the 
stronger  by  resting  for  a  season,  and  what  to  us 
may  seem  a  grave  misfortune  is  often  for  their 
own  good.  The  forty  years  that  Moses  spent 
herding  flocks  in  the  mountains  was  not  lost.  It 
made  a  stronger  man  of  him.  Let  those  who  must, 
for  the  time  being,  hold  the  plow  and  shove  the 
plane  take  fresh  courage  from  this  line  of  thought. 
Their  evenings  may  be  spent  at  wholesome  read- 
ing, and  their  minds  given  to  meditation  in  a  way 
that  will,  in  the  end,  result  in  the  glory  and  honor 
of  God. 


The  masses  among  the  Catholics  know  but  lit- 
tle about  the  Bible,  for  it  is  generally  believed 
that  they  are  not  encouraged  to  read  it  by  the 
priests  and  bishops,  so,  when  the  Pope,  about  two 
years  ago,  issued  a  letter  on  the  importance  of 
studying  the  Word  of  God,  it  was  thought  that 
possibly  the  laymen  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
would  give"  more  attention  to  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  stated  that 
not  one  new  edition  of  the  Bible  has  appeared 
among  these  people.  It  is  also  stated  that  at 
a  Catholic  bookstore  in  Milan,  probably  the  largest 
in  Italy,  not  a  hundred  copies  of  the  Scriptures 
have  been  called  for  in  the  course  of  a  year.  It 
is  significant,  indeed,  to  contrast  this  lack  of  in- 
terest in  the  Word  of  God  "  with  the  last  report 
of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  and  the 
National  Bible  Society  of  Scotland.  The  circu- 
lation of  the  two  together  was:  Bibles,  7,662;  Tes- 
taments, 16,926;  portions,  165,065,  making  a  total 
of  189,633,  an  increase  of  nearly  25,000  copies." 
From  a  Protestant  standpoint  this  is  encouraging, 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  prospect  of  getting  the 
Catholics  to  read  the  Bible  as  they  should  is  by 
no  means  flattering. 


(  A  pitiful  story  is  told  of  two  men  in  Minne- 
sota, who  undertook  to  run  a  bear  farm.  They 
raised  bear  and  deer  for  the  market.  There  was 
nothing  unusual  about  the  deer,  but  the  bears  were 
a  novelty  and  soon  brought  the  men  to  grief.  Like 
all  dangerous   animals,  they  had  to  be  kept  in  a 

for  the  two  men  to  pass  through  the  den.  They 
were  attacked  by  the  savage  beasts,  one  of  them 
was  killed  and  eaten,  and  the  other  was  terribly 
mangled,  though  he  made  his  escape.  The  news 
horrified  the  peaple  living  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  not  solely  on  the  account  of  the  death  of 
one  man  and  the  mangled  form  of  the  other,  but 
they  began  to  realize  the  danger  right  in  their 
midst,  should  any  others  chance  to  enter  the  bear 
den,  or  should  the  animals  escape.  Strange,  we 
say,  that  men  should  engage  in  such  a  business! 
Yet  in  nearly  all  the  towns  in  this  country,  are 
dens  more  dangerous  than  the  den  of  savage  ani- 
mals in  Minnesota.  They  are  the  saloons,  and  are 
slaying  their  victims  by  the  hundreds.  Are  the 
people  horrified?  Not  at  all,  they  are  hardened 
to  it,  and  even  vote  to  grant  license  that  the  de- 
struction of  life  may  go  on.    What  kind  of  people 

are  we?  

(^"A  recent  issue  of  the  Christian  Herald  contains 
the  portrait  of  Mrs.  Mary  D.  Webster,  of  Lexing- 
ton, Nebr..  said  to  be  the  oldest  Christian  woman 
in  that  part  of  the  West,  being  now  in  her  98th 
year.  She  is,  however,  so  feeble  that  she  has  to  be 
lifted  from  one  position  into  another  that  she  may 
rest.  We  can  equal  this  at  Mt.  Morris.  Only  a 
few  blocks  from  the  Messenger  office  lives  Aunt 
Kittie  Rice,  who,  if  she  lives  until  the  coming 
August,  will  be  99  years  old.  While  her  health 
for  the  last  few  months  has  not  been  good,  still 
she  is  in  full  possession  of  her  mental  powers,  and 
has  a  memory  that  serves  her  well.  She  can  con- 
verse intelligently  and  pleasantly  on  any  of  the 
questions  within  the  range  of  her  observation,  and 
readily  recall  and  narrate  events  that  occurred  80 
and  90  years  ago.  Father  Stroh,  another  resident 
of  our  place,  is  only  a  few  months  younger.  He 
is  seen  on  the  streets  nearly  every  day.  A  few 
days  ago  he  climbed  a  long  flight  of  stairs  to 
reach  our  office,  and  while  here  conversed  as  in- 
telligently as  a  man  of  seventy.   He  then  descended 


the  stairs  unaided.  He  is  probably  the  oldest 
Lutheran  minister  in  the  West,  if  not  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  the  oldest  man  that  has  ever  called 
on  us  in  our  editorial  sanctum.  These  aged  peo- 
ple are  living  monuments  of  industry,  nobility  and 
an  abiding  trust  in  Providence. 


Some  weeks  ago  it  was  stated  that  Miss  Clara 
Barton  would  not  be  permitted  to  enter  Turkey 
to  distribute  funds  among  the  destitute  and  suf- 
fering Armenians.  After  seriously  and  prayerfully 
considering  the  state  of  affairs,  the  brave  woman1 
made  up  her  mind  to  make  the  venture  at  least,, 
and  several  days  ago  left  New  York  en  route  for 
Constantinople,  resolving  to  trust  the  consequences 
to  the  hand  of  Providence.  If  all  goes  well  she 
will  reach  Constantinople  inside  of  two  weeks. 
Her  plan  seems  to  be  to  call  on  the  Sultan 
and  plead  the  cause  of  the  many  suffering  Ar- 
menians, and  obtain  his  permission  to  go  among 
them  quietly  and  administer  to  their  wants,  and 
in  this  way  execute  the  important  mission  entrust- 
ed to  her  and  her  band  of  helpers.  But  shortly 
after  her  sailing  news  came  that  the  Sultan  had 
toiled  down  a  good  deal  and  would  probably  not 
forbid  Miss  Barton  to  administer  to  the  wants 
of  his  Armenian  subjects.  Thousands  of  dollars 
have  already  been  contributed  to  the  Armenian 
Relief  Fund  and  more  will  follow. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  QLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEl/ 

No.  an.  Walks  in  and  nhout  Jt»^  unli\  her  (legra 
In  thinking  of  writing  up  this  city,  the  first 
thought  is,  How  shall  we  do  it?  As  we  think  of 
its  history,  the  wonderful  events  that  have  trans- 
pired here,  and  the  multiplied  times  written  de- 
scriptions that  have  been  given  of  it,  the  effort  to 
be  made  in  doing  it  grows  on  us  to  such  an  extent 
that  we  feel  at  a  loss  just  how  to  commence,  what 
to  say,  how  to  say  it,  and  where  to  end.  Shall  we 
soar  off  in  a  flight  of  ecstasies,  as  many  others  have 
done  on  entering  her  borders,  and  paint  to  you 
an  ideal  city  or  Paradise  that  never  had  a  reality,, 
and  cannot  have  until  the  King  of  Peace  comes  to. 


•ill   giv 


al  thing, 
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of  the  pla 
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reign  supreme,  or  shall  v 
appeared   to  us?    Yes, 
things  appeared  to  be  to  us. 

The  first  sight  of  the  city  is  imp 
the  beholder  rather  a  flattering  idi 
as  for  beauty  of  situation  it  is  very  fi 
elevated  and  above  all  of  its  surroundings, 
our  nearer  approach,  and  on  passing  in  thi 
Jaffa  Gate,  the  principal  entrance,  and  seeing  the 
rabble,  and  hearing  the  clatter  and  s'ruggle,  our 
former  visions  of  the  place  took  wings,  floated  and 
bursted.  Some  very  real  and  flat  truths  dawned 
upon  us,  and  the  utterance  of  the  Master,  on  her 
desolation,  came  vividly  before  us:  "O  Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings, 
and  ye  would  not."  The  desolation  followed,  and, 
in  many  ways,  still  reigns  here.  Our  first  impres- 
sion, on  entering  the  city,  was  not  disappointing, 
as  our  overland  trip  through  a  land  that  was  once 
represented  as  flowing  with  "  milk  and  honey  "  had 
prepared  us  for  a  corresponding  condition  of 
things  in  its  chief  city,  and  so  we  found  it. 

Jerusalem   is   a   Bible   city,   spoken  of   first    by 
Abram,  over  nineteen  hundred  years  before  Christ; 
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then  by  Joshua,  on  entering  and  subduing  the 
Promised  Land.  Afterwards  it  is  called  the  City 
of  David,  and  becomes  the  resting  place  of  the  ark 
of  God.  Then,  as  we  go  down  through 'the  cen- 
turies, we  have  its  destruction,  when  its  pride  was 
trailed  in  the  dust.  Still  later  the. King  of  Peace 
is  presented  there.  Twelve  years  more,  and  we 
again  have  him  in  the  Holy  City  a'  the  honored 
guest  of  the  Sanhedrim.  Then  we  have  his  public 
entry,  honored  as  a  King.  Following  this  we  have 
his  condemnation,  crucifixion  and  glorious  resur- 
rection, thus  fulfilling  the  prophecy:  "In  that  day 
there  shall  be  a  fountain  opened  to  the  house  of 
David  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  for  sin 
and  for  uncleanness."  But  as  this  Fountain  was  re- 
jected by  the  house  of  David,  the  desolations  fol 
lowed.  It  doesn't  require  a  prophet  to  see  that  it 
still  remains  to  this  people,  and,  we  believe,  will 
remain  until  the  Gentile  fulfillment  and  Israel's 
blindness  be  removed. 

The  estimated  population,  at  this  time,  is  about 
40,000,  divided  religiously  as  follows:  Moslems  or 
Mohammedans,  7,560;  Jews,  28,000;  Latins  (Roman 
Catholics),  2,000;  United  Greeks,  150;  United  Ar- 
menians, 50;  Orthodox  Greeks,  4,000;  Armenians, 
510;  Copts,  ico;  Ethiopians,  75;  Syrians,  15;  Prnt- 
estants,  300.  It  seems  to  be  a  center  of  religious 
fanaticism  and  a  Mecca  for  religious  cranks.  Per- 
haps this  is  putting  it  a  little  strong,  but  existing 
conditions  seem  to  justify  the  assertion.  But  of 
this  we  shall  speak  again. 

The  city  is  surrounded  by  a  high  and  heavy  wall 
of  large  stone,  some  quite  large,  measuring  twenty- 
two  feet  long  by  four  and  one  half  feet  wide,  and 
over  five  feet  thick.  It  is  entered  on  different 
sides,  through  gates,  once  closed  at  night,  but  now 
open  all  the  time,  except  the  "Golden  Gate," 
which  has  been  permanently  closed  by  the  Moham- 
medans,   to    keep    the    Christians    from     passing 

-.-v.. ^   but  through  which  they  themselves  are  to 

'  sliv'ih.-.t LivcUi'iif]'Hi'"i'B£l?er''a)''  V  .'rom  tn's  £3tfi<  across 
the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  to  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
there  will  be  a  very  small  wire  stretched,  over 
which  all  must  go.  Those  who  have  been  good,  by 
the  assistance  of  angels,  will  be  able  to  pass  over  in 
safety  and  enter  Paradise,  but  the  bad,  unaccom- 
panied by  angels,  will  fall  off  the  wire,  and  go 
down  into  hell,  or  a  place  of  punishment. 

The  gates  are  named  as  follows,  commencing 
with  the  Jaffa:  Sion,  Dung,  Golden,  St.  Stephen, 
Gate  of  Herod,  Damascus  and  the  New  Gate. 
The  two  gates  most  used  are  the  Jaffa  and  the 
Damascus.  At  the  latter  are  seen  the  Bedouins, 
with  their  black  and  ill-constructed  tents.  Here 
they  halt  in  coming  down  through  the  country 
from  the  North,  before  entering  the  city,  with  their 
loaded  camels,  donkeys,  families,  etc.,  and  a 
motley-looking  crowd  they  are.  Here  you  see  the 
original  native  stock,  costume  and  all,— miserable, 
dirty,  ragged,  and,  in  some  cases,  children  as  nude 
as  the  day  in  which  they  were  born.  For  their 
associates  they  have  lank  and  cadaverous-looking 
dogs,  and  fleas  in  abundance.  That  such  a  de- 
moralized, degraded  and  murderous-looking  tribe 
of  people  should  now  inhabit  the  country,  once  the 
Land  of  Promise,  seems  to  be  a  sad  commentary  on 
the  Israel  that  had  such  glorious  advantages  and 
promises  set  before  them.  But  such  is  the  fruit  of 
sin,  and  it  is  right  that  a  people  should  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  sowing,  which,  surely,  they  have 
been  and  arc  now  doing.  Not  only  have  they  been 
dispossessed  of  their  offered  possessions,  but  have 
been  subdued  and  are  now  under  the  iron  rod  of 
those  whom  the  Lord  had  given  into  their  hands  to 
conquer  and  drive  out. 

The  Jaffa  Gate  leads  out  into  the  great  public 
highway  that  leads  from  the  city  to  the  sea  at 
Jaffa.  Here  it  is  that  the  great  throng  of  passers 
in  and  out  are  seen  at  all  hours  of  the  day,  and  no 
better  place  can  be   found   to  study  people,   their 


habits,  customs,  costumes  and  faces,  as  here  are 
seen  representatives  from  all  the  nations  under 
the  sun.  Our  hotel  is  located  just  inside  of  this 
gate,  with  a  front  veranda  facing  it.  This  veranda 
is  a  most  interesting  place,  and  we  have  sat  there 
for  hours,  with  unabated  interest,  studying  the 
different  phases  of  human  and  animal  life.  The 
view  forms  an  open  book, — with  a  continual  turn- 
ing of  new  pages,  so  that  it  would  require  volumes 
to  write  it  all  down.  It  forms  a  scene  that  cannot 
be  photographed  with  the  pen. 

As  we  took  our  position  there,  the  first  thought 
that  came  was,  We  will  write  it  down;  we  will  de- 
scribe it  for  the  satisfaction  and  entertainment  of 
our  friends, — this  is  always  our  feeling  when  we 
see  things  that  are  deeply  interesting, — and  this 
was  so  intensely  interesting,  that  much  of  our 
pleasure  in  beholding  it  was  destroyed  when  we 
realized  what  a  hopeless  task  it  would  be  to  try 
to  describe  the  scenes  in  pen-picture,  and  that  we 
could  not  have  our  scores  of  friends  with  us  to  see 
and  enjoy. 

Dear  reader,  did  you  ever  have  a  similar  expe- 
rience? To  illustrate, — Did  you  ever  get  into  a 
melon  patch  when  there  were  lying  around  hun- 
dreds of  large,  ripe,  luscious  melons,  going  to 
waste  because  there  was  nobody  there  to  eat 
them  but  yourself,  or  perhaps,  several  with  you? 
Did  you  not  think  of  your  friends  who  were  in- 
tensely fond  of  melons?  And  did  you  not  wish 
them  to  be  with  you?  Yet  you  could  not  have 
them  there,  neither  could  you  carry  the  melons  to 
them.  And  while  a  half  dozen  or  more  slices  of 
a  melon  would  be  just  as  sweet  to  you  personally, 
as  they  would  be  were  there  dozens  with  you  to 
take  part  in  the  eating,  yet  your  pleasure  would 
not  be  the  same.  Well,  so  we  felt  on  these  oc- 
casions. We  felt  sorry  that  we  could  not  have  you 
with  us  to  see  as  we  saw,  and  because  we  cannot 
put  it  in  a  shape  to  carry  it  to  you.  But  more  of 
tbis.again. 

The  greater  part  of  the  city  is  within  the  walls, 
but  it  will  not  be  long,  if  circumstances  favor,  un- 
til the  better  part  will  be  on  the  outside,  as  here 
is  where  the  New  Jerusalem  is  now  found.  If  a 
more  beneficent  government  could  be  had,  the 
New  City  would  have  great  things  in  store. 

Our  first  walk  was  on  the  outside  of  the  city, 
around  her  walls,  starting  from  the  Jaffa  Gate,  and 
going  southward.  We  would  like  to  tell  you  of 
the  beautiful  things  to  be  seen  on  our  walk  on  the 
outside  of  the  walls  of  the  Holy  City,  but  we  are 
sorry  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  beautiful 
to  be  seen.  Instead  of  beauty  you  find  ashes,  rub- 
bish, offal,— for  the  filth  of  the  city  is  poured,  car- 
ried, and  thrown  outside  of  the  walls,— so  that 
from  gate  to  gate  you  are  made  to  feel  you  are 
passing  through  vast  pest-houses  that  smell  so 
loudly  that  you  instinctively  hold  your  breath  and 
hurry  through.  The  way  could  be  made  as  de- 
lightful and  inviting,  with  an  ordinary  respect  for 
beauty  and  cleanliness,  as  it  is  now  forbidding  and 
disgusting,  as  from  outside  of  the  walls  com- 
manding views  of  the  surroundings  are  had. 

To  the  south  and  east  are  the  conjunction  of 
the  Valleys  of  Jehoshaphat,  Valley  of  Kidron,  the 
Tyropean,  Siloam  (about  which  we  sing),  Enrogel, 
Mount  ot  Olives,  Gethsemane,  etc. 

As  we  trudged  around  over  the  rubbish,  piles  of 
rocks,  heaps  of  ashes,  etc.,  we  formed  a  picture  of 
how  beautiful  the  surroundings  might  be  made  by 
a  little  expenditure  of  money,  and  the  exercising 
of  some  of  the  taste  that  surely  ought  to  be  de- 
veloped and  made  practical  on  the  part  of  the 
citizens  of  so  large  a  city.  The  difficult  thing  for 
us  to  do  is  to  associate  our  ideal  Jerusalem— once 
a  real  one, — with  the  real  one  as  we  now  see  it. 
For  me,  the  two  will  not  fit  together.  How  differ- 
ently things  must  have  been  in  the  time  of  David 
when  he  could  say  of  the  city;  "  Beautiful  for  situ- 


ation, the  joy  of  the  whole  earth,  is  Mount  Zion, 
on  the  sides  of  the  north,  the  city  of  the  Great 
King." 

That  there  are  great  possibilities  for  Jerusalem, 
when  the  Lord's  time  comes,  must  be  apparent  to 
every  one  who  carefully  looks  over  the  situation, 
but  under  existing  conditions  much  cannot  be  ex- 
pected, as  the  "  powers  that  be "  are  not  only  in- 
different  to  the  improvement  and  prosperity  of 
the  city,  but  continually,  yet  successfully,  throw 
hindrances  in  the  way  of  those  who  would  insti- 
tute reforms  that  would  lead  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  place.  Everything,  in  the  way  of  improve- 
ment, is  held  in  check,  and  the  only  shrewdness 
exercised  seems  to  be  that  no  one  party,  sect  or  na- 
tionality get  the  advantage  over  the  other.  It  is 
true,  the  dog  is  in  the  manger  and  is  jealously 
watching  the  hay;  but  it  seems  to  us  that  if  the 
cows  that  want  the  hay  would  make  a  united  push, 
the  dog  could  be  ousted,  and  the  possibilities  for 
good  be  utilized. 

These  are  some  of  the  thoughts  we  had  while 
passing  around  the  city,  and  the  more  we  learned 
about  the  general  dispositions  of  the  citizens, 
the  more  we  became  confirmed  in  this  view.  The 
outside,  it  seems  to  us,  is  a  fair  index  of  that 
which  is  within.  The  deadness  that  is  found  lying 
around  on  the  outside,  died  on  the  inside  before 
being  cast  out.  The  greatest  trouble  we  see 
about  it  is,  that  there  is  still  too  much  of  the  dead 
and  putrefying  left  within  the  walls,  as  our  sec- 
ond walk  revealed  to  us.  While  cleanliness  and 
ordinary  respect  for  decency  is  the  exception, 
the  rule  is  profuse  in  apparent  indifference  and 
lack  of  taste,  and  a  desire  to  make  things  look 
inviting.  There  are  some  buildings  within  the 
walls  that  have  an  air  of  neatness  and  a  home- 
like appearance.  The  great  majority  of  them, 
however,  remind  you  of  stone  piles,  dead  walls 
and  miserably-constructed  hovels  that  would  be 
uninviting  as  stables,  and  much  less  would  they 
serve  as  dwelling  places  and  homes  for  civilized 
and  enlightened  human  beings.  This  is  especially 
true  of  the  Jewish  quarters  and  the  poorer  classes 
of  Mohammedans.  The  streets,  in  places,  are  quite 
steep,  laid  with  flat  stones  and  in  steps,  so  that  no 
animal  of  burden  can  pass  through  them,  ex- 
cept the  sure-footed  donkey  and  the  camel.  The 
streets,  or  bazaars,  are  only  from  six  to  eight  feet 
wide,  and  the  store  and  business  rooms  remind  you 
of  small  caves,  hewn  out  of  the  rocks.  The  front 
is  all  open  during  the  day,  and  closed  by  rough, 
wooden  doors  at  night.  The  fronts,  when  closed, 
look  much  like  the  old-fashioned  barn  doors  with 
a  wooden  bolt,  and,  in  some  cases,  an  iron  bar 
across  both  doors  and  locked  in  a  staple  on  the 
outside.  The  store-rooms  are,  generally,  only 
about  twelve  feet  wide  and  about  the  same  depth. 
The  salesman  is  in  the  front,  with  all  his  goods 
back  of  him,  and  the  customers  on  the  street, — 
there  are  no  side-walks, — as  there  is  no  light  in 
the  room  except  that  which  enters  from  the  front. 
The  goods  and  wares  are  lying  around  on  the  in- 
side, on  piles,  from  the  floor  up. 

Suppose  you  walk  with  us  down  through  a 
Turkish  and  Jewish  bazaar,— both  much  alike,  ex- 
cept that  the  Jew  is  away  ahead  of  the  Turk  in 
dirt  and  real-down  filthiness. 

As  you  enter  the  bazaar  proper,  you  come  in 
contact  with  a  jam  of  the  most  motley  crowd  of 
human  beings  that  can  be  met  anywhere  in  a  civ- 
ilized country.  The  crowd  has  a  sprinkling  of 
people  that  appear  fairly  respectable,  and  the 
other  part  of  the  crowd  is  strongly  spiced  with 
donkeys,  camels  and  dogs,  so  that  if  we  were  not 
with  you,  at  first  sight  you  would  see  no  chance 
of  getting  through,  and  make  a  hasty  retreat,  but 
if  you  don't  care  to  rub  against  soiled  garments, 
by  a  little  effort  and  much  watching,  you  can  get 
through,  though  collisions  are  quite  frequent.    To 
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this  our  brother  Bingaman  can  testify,  as,  in  an 
unguarded  moment,  he  walked  up  square  against 
a  veiled  Mohammedan  woman.  Of  course,  it  was 
accidental.  Then  the  noise  is  most  deafening,  as 
the  merchants  are  all  anxious  to  sell,  and  being  an 
exceedingly  demonstrative  people,  you  have  a  per- 
fect Babylon  of  jargon  and  noise.  This  is  some- 
times wonderfully  augmented  by  the  gentle  bray 
ing  of  donkies  and  the  fighting  of  dogs. 

Well,  now  let  us  look  at  what  is  to  be  seen, — 
stores  and  goods  of  all  kinds  on  piles,  eithtr  in 
front  of  the  shops  or  on  the  sides  of  the  street, — 
fez  stores,  dry  goods,  grapes  and  fruits  of  all  kinds, 
shoe  stores.  Shoes  are  all  made  in  the  back  part 
of  the  shops  and  sold  in  front.  Then  there  are 
blacksmith  shops,  tailor  shops,  weavers,  bakers, — 
all  open  to  the  passer-by.  The  bread  is  taken 
from  the  oven  and  thrown  on  piles  in  front,  on 
the  ground, — a  board  or  dirty-looking  cloth  un- 
derneath. 

At  the  next  place  you  see  them  pounding  and 
carding  wool,  the  candy-maker,  the  worker  in 
brass,  the  butcher.  Pardon  us  for  not  showing 
you  all  that  is  to  be  seen  in  these  shops,  as  it 
spoils  our  desire  for  eating  meat  to  think  of  it.  It 
is  too  bad  that  the  places  are  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  those  who  have  eating  to  do.  Then,  among 
all  this,  we  have  those  who  cater  to  the  immediate 
wants  of  the  hungry,— frying  and  cooking  meats, 
sausages,  etc.,  right  before  your  eyes,  with,  per- 
haps, a  half  dozen  goat  and  sheep  heads  with  the 
appurtenances  thereto,  roasted  over-brown,  star- 
ing you  in  the  face.  Then  they  have  large  iron 
kettles,  holding  eight  and  ten  gallons,  in  which 
they  partly  boil  these  heads,  etc.,  and,  in  the  broth, 
boil  potatoes,  cabbage,  etc.,  or  from  it,  make  soup, 
all  of  which  is  dished  out  to  the  hungry,  boiling 
hot.  They  eat  it  while  standing,  or  sit  down  flat 
on  the  side  of  the  street,  making  the  lap  their  ta- 
ble, and  eat  with  it,  perhaps,  unleavened  barley 
bread,  baked  quite  thin  and  double,  that  is,  open 
in  the  middle,  something  like  the  old-fashioned 
pan-cake,— two  of  them  laid  together,  and  fastened 
around  the  outer  edge,  but  tough,  so  tough  that 
it  requires  a  good  pull  to  rend  them.  This  kind 
of  bread  is  very  plentiful,  as  you  see  it  lying 
around  on  heaps  all  along  the  sides  of  the  street, 
so  that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  from  walking  on  it. 
This  does,  at  times,  happen,  but  without  injuring 
the  bread.  Next  we  see  several  women  grinding 
wheat  or  barley  on  one  of  the  upper  and  nether 
stone  mills,  as  named  in  the  Bible,  "Two  wom- 
en shall  be  grinding  at  a  mill,  one  shall  be  taken, 
the  other  left,"— and  perhaps,  at  the  next  door  you 
will  see  a  larger  mill,  turned  by  an  ox  or  cow.  On 
the  same  street  is  the  tanner,  the  saddler,  and,  in 
fact,  all  the  trades  and  professions-including  the 
printer,  the  scribe  and  the  money-changer-that 
you  can  think  of. 

Now,  for  a  moment,  stop  with  us.  Here  is  a 
wholesale  and  retail  grain  merchant.  Great  heaps 
of  wheat,  barley  and  oats.-all  lying  on  a  ground 
floor— but  it  is  the  measuring  we  want  you  to  see. 
There  are  practices  and  customs  here  that  have 
-never  changed.  As  things  were  done  in  the  days 
of  Christ,  and  even  farther  back,  so  they  are  done 
to-day.  In  Luke  6:  38  we  read,  "Give,  and  it 
shall  be  given  to  you;  good  measure,  pressed  down, 
and  shaken  together,  and  running  over,  shall  men 
give  into  your  bosom.  For  with  the  same  meas- 
ure that  ye  mete  withal  shall  it  be  measured  to 
you  again."  Here  we  see  what  is  called  Gospe 
measure  A  man  is  measuring  wheat,  and  we  will 
wait  a  minute  and  see  him  do  it.  He  has-a  wood- 
en measure,  in  shape  and  appearance  the  same 
.as  we  use,  except,  we  think,  a  little  smaller. 
This  he  first  scoops  into  the  pile  of  grain  and 
with  his  hands,  draws  it  full.  Then  he  shakes  1 
by  rapidly  whirling  it  around,  then  heaps  it  run 
again,  when,  with  both  hands,  he  presses  it  down, 


fills  it  up  again,  and  with  one  hand  presses  again 
on  the  top,  then  fills  again.  After  doing  this,  as 
a  last  operation,  he  presses  a  small  hole  on  the 
very  top,  then  with  both  hands  filled,  he  pours 
on  this,  till  it  is  heaped  full  and  runs  clown  all 
over  the  measure,  after  which  he  carefully  lifts 
the  measure  and  pours  its  contents  into  a  sack. 
This,  you  see  him  do  repeatedly,  and  every  time 
isely  in  the  same  way,  as  nearly  so  as  it  would 
be  possible  for  a  man  to  do.  This  was  a  most  re- 
markably full  illustration  of  Gospel  measuring. 
And  to  be  sure  that  it  was  not  an  exceptional  case, 
we  went  to  other  grain-dealing  houses,  and  all  the 
measuring  was  done  in  exactly  the  same  way.  It 
seems  to  be  a  slow  and  tedious  process,  but  time, 
with  this  people,  is  no  object;  so  it  is  in  everything 
they  do.  The  old  way  and  the  slow  way  is  the 
best  way,  and  in  all  of  their  operations,  in  tabor 
id  utensils,  we  have,  to-day,  a  duplication  of 
thousands  of  years  ago. 

We  would  yet  like  to  tell  you  about  the  scores 
of  money-changers  sitting,  with  their  boxes  of 
change,  all  along  the  streets,  of  the  scribes,  with 
their  pens  and  pen  cases,  well  supplied  with  ink, 
and  how  they,  with  hundreds  of  others,  ply  their 
trade,  but  we  must  stop  along  this  line,  with  these 
few  glimpses  from  among  the  strange,  curious, 
and,  to  us,  ridiculous  scenes  that  are  to  be  wit- 
nessed every  day  in  the  streets  and  bazaars  of  Je- 
rusalem. H.  11.  B. 


must 
there 


-ESSAYS, 


FOR  ARMENIA. 

Armenia,  could  I  die  for  thee, 

And  by  my  death  thy  life  redeem 
From  cruelty  and  slavery, 

How  sweet  that  death  to  me  would  seem! 
'Twould  be  like  an  entrancing  dream, 

Where  one  from  darkness  to  the  light 
Is  floated  on  some  placid  stream, 

And  bids  farewell  for  aye  to  night. 
And  yet  for  thee  my  heart  doth  bleed 

As  I  behold  thy  sons  expire, 
Thy  homeless  children  in  their  need, 

The  victims  of  a  fate  most  dire, 
As  o'er  thee  sweeps  the  lurid  fire, 

Reducing  all  to  ashes  gray, 
And  leaving  nothing  to  admire 

Of  that  which  once  was  fair  as  day. 
My  heart  doth  bleed — 'tis  not  of  stone; 

And  yet  were  it  of  stone  'twould  break 
As  o'er  the  sea  there  comes  a  moan 

That  should  the  very  dead  awake 
And  cause  to  shudder  for  the  sake 

Of  those  who  suffer  at  the  hands 
Of  beasts  whose  thirsty  jaws  they  slake 

With  blood  upon  the  desert  sands. 
My  heart  doth  bleed;  I  taste  the  woe 

Once  tasted  in  Gethsemane 
By  him  who  suffered  for  us  so— 

By  him  who  died  on  Calvary. 
Ah,  surely  his  dear  eyes  do  see, 

And  his  dear  heart  is  pierced  again 
While  gazing  on  thy  agony, 

While  listening  to  thy  cries  of  pain. 
Armenia,  oh,  could  one  poor  life 

Be  given  for  thee,  thy  wounds  to  heal, 
To  save  thee  in  this  awful  strife, 

To  shield  thee  from  the  cruel  steel 
That  lays  thee  low,  to  bring  thee  weal, 

Yea,  blessings  boundless  and  divine, 
Before  the  throne  of  heaven  I'd  kneel 

And  pray,  "  Oh,  God,  let  it  be  mine!  " 

-George  W.  Cro/ts,  in  the  Inter  Ocean, 

ORIQIN  AND  PURPOSE  OF  THE  SISTERS' 
PRAYER-C0VER1NQ. 


READ  BY  SISTER  MATTIE  A.  LEAR  , 


We  are  told  in  the  Sacred  Oracles  that  God  is  a 
God  of  order,  and  everywhere  in  the  realm  of  nat- 
ure where  the  blighting  touch  of  sin  has  not 
marred  this  beautiful  harmony,  do  we  see,  this  truth 
verified. 


In  church,  in  state,  or  in  the  family,  thei 
:  an  acknowledged  head.  Without  thi: 
could  be  no  order,  no  law.  In  I  Cor.  11,  Paul  uses 
several  arguments  to  show  that  it  was  the  design  of 
God  in  the  creation  that  this  headship  be  vested  in 
man.  One  reason  given  by  the  apostle,  is  the  pri- 
ority of  man  in  the  creation;  another  reason  given 
by  our  apostle  is  that  man  is  the  image  and  glory 
of  God,  the  noblest  and  grandest  of  his  workman- 
ship. He  is  to  stand  forth,  as  the  representative  of 
God  on  earth,  to  govern,  to  subdue,  to  utilize  all 
animate  or  inanimate  nature.  But  in  all  the  world, 
no  fitting  companion  was  found  for  man,  none  with 
whom  he  could  converse.  He  was  alone  and  at  a 
vast  distance  intellectually  from  the  animal  world 
around  him. 

God  then  made  him  an  help-meet,  a  companion, 
one  intellectually  his  equal,  one  to  share  his  joys 
and  his  labors.  He  made  him  one  with  whom  he 
could  freely  converse,  and  with  whom  he  could 
constantly  associate,  but  her  position  was  to  be  re- 
tiring; he  to  go  forth  in  his  manly  strength  and 
vigor,  to  face  the  world,  she  to  be  the  companion, 
the  solace,  the  strength  of  his  retirement.  In  the 
retirement  of  the  home  she  was  to  appear  to  best 
advantage.  This  was  to  be  her  native  element,— 
her  true  sphere.  Nature  provided  her  with  a  beau- 
tiful covering,  her  long  hair,  to  fall  gracefully 
around  her,  and  envelop  her  as  a  veil.  This  betok- 
ened her  true  position,— that  of  retirement. 

But  woman,— poor,  defenseless  woman, — how  she 
was  made  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  fall!  Man,  in- 
stead of  being  her  protector,  and  her  defense,  be- 
came her  enemy,  and,  instead  of  being  his  com- 
panion and  helpmeet,  she  became  his  slave,  his 
drudge.  Instead  of  being  the  queen  of  the  home, 
she  became  the  beast  of  burden.  The  hardest  and 
most  menial  labor  was  required  at  her  hands.  No 
work  was  too  hard  for  her;  no  indignity  too  great 
to  be  heaped  upon  her.  And  as  the  race  plunged 
deeper  and  deeper  into  the  darkness  of  paganism, 
and  departed  farther  and  farther  from  God,  woman 
sank  lower  and  lower;  her  true  position  less  under- 
stood, and  her  rights  less  respected,  until  her  tlegra-  , 
dation  was  complete. 

At  length  dcliveranee  came  to  this  most  wronged 
and  hapless  being.  Amid  the  hills  of  Judea  an  ob- 
scure maiden  is  made  the  honored  instrument  of 
giving  to  the  world  the  Savior  through  whom  re- 
demption is  offered  to  the  fallen  race.  The  whole 
sisterhood  of  humanity  may  indeed  join  in  the  glad 
refrain  of  the  holy  virgin,  "  He  hath  regarded  the 
low  estate  of  his  hand  maiden."  Woman  had  been 
the  unfortunate  instrument  through  whom  sin  came, 
and  now,  thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable 
she  has  been  made  the  happy  instrument 
through  whom  deliverance  is  to  come.  Long  ages 
had  she  suffered,  not  only  the  penalty  that  God 
had  imposed  upon  her,  but  she  had  been  spurned 
and  most  cruelly  treated  by  man. 

Now  she  is  to  be  uplifted  from  her  sunken  po- 
sition into  the  full  sunlight  of  Gospel  liberty.  The 
apostle  sounds  this  glad  note  of  freedom  in  these 
words,  "  There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  is 
neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is  neither  male  nor  fe- 
male; for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.'  Thank 
God  for  the  liberty  purchased  by  the  dear  Redeem- 
er' Thou  blessed  Christ,  well  mayest  thou  say,  "  If 
the  Son  therefore  shall  make  you  free,  ye  shall  be 
free  indeed." 

Nowhere  does  woman  have  such  perfect  freedom 
as  in  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ;  all  the  wonders  of 
his  grace  are  offered  to  her.  All  of  the  treasures  of 
the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  are  thrown  open  to 
her,  so  that  now  she  has  the  privilege,  equally  with 
her'brothers,  of  knowing  what  is  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  his  inheritance  in  the  saints.  Her  attain- 
ments in  this  branch  of  knowledge  are  only  limited 
by  the  measure  of  her  abilities  to  grasp  those  sa- 
cred truths.  The  fountain  of  Christ's  divine  love  is 
also  freely  accessible  to  her.  Ah,  here  she  finds 
her  home,  her  sweet  rest.  Here  she  finds  some- 
thing to  supply  all  her  wants,  to  meet  the  deep 
yearnings  of  her  heart. 

The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  not  only  reinstates 
her  as  queen  of  the  home,  from  which  position  sin 
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dethroned  her,  but  it  elevates  her  to  a  position  of 
great  dignity  in  the  Christian  church,  where  she  is 
man's  equal  in  every  way.  Here  all  middle  walls 
of  partition  are  broken  down  and  she  may  approach 
even  to  the  mercy-scat.  She  may  come  into  the 
presence  chamber  of  Jehovah,  and  there  plead  her 
own  cause.  She  may  receive  communications  di- 
rectly from  God  through  the  medium  of  his  Word 
and  his  Spirit.  Perhaps  this  was  not  originally  so. 
In  I'aradise  her  knowledge  of  God  seems  to  have 
come  through  the  medium  of  her  husband,  and  she 
is  not  only  made  the  recipient  of  these  favors,  but 
she  has  been  given  the  privilege  of  making  known 
to  others  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

The  Word  of  God  requires  that  she  wear  upon 
her  head  a  badge  or  sign  of  the  high  honor  that 
has  been  conferred  upon  her  by  the  second  Adam. 
Badges,  as  a  mark  of  distinction,  are  common  in 
the  world,  as  the  garter  of  the  English  knight,  the 
golden  fleece  of  the  Spanish  grandee,  and  the 
badges  of  different  orders.  As  the  long  hair  is  the 
natural  covering,  and  a  sign  of  her  subordinate  po- 
sition in  the  realm  of  nature,  and  bespeaks  for  her 
the  protection  and  consideration  of  man,  even  so 
the  covering,  enjoined  by  Paul  in  I  Cor.  1 1 ,  be- 
-  speaks  the  power  and  dignity  conferred  upon  her 
by  the  great  Head  of  the  church.  Her  position 
there  is  not  one  of  subordination,  but  of  equality. 
The  covering  is  to  be  worn  as  a  sign  of  power. 
The  apostle  adds,  "  Because  of  the  angels."  What 
can  he  mean  by  this  phrase?  Of  these  holy  beings, 
he,  in  Hebrews  i:  14  asks,  "  Are  they  not  all  min- 
istering spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  for  them  who 
shall  be  heirs  of  salvation?"  Is  it  not  so,  then,  that 
those  who  wear  this  sacred  badge  may  confidently 
expect  the  protection  and  comforting  ministrations 
of  these  heaven-sent  guardians? 

What  ought  it  be?  I  do  not  know  what  kind  of 
covering  was  in  the  mind  of  the  apostle  when  he 
wrote  concerning  it.  Some  think  he  had  in  his 
mind  the  oriental  veil,  but  I  do  not  think  so,  for  '  he 
veil  worn  by  eastern  ladies  enveloped  the  whole 
person.  The  apostle  does  not  require  this;  he  only 
enjoins  that  the  head  be  covered.  I  do  not  believe 
that  such  a  covering  as  he  requires  was  worn  in  his 
day,  but  he  has  something  new,  and  to  be  worn  for 
a  new  purpose  in  contemplation.  It  must  be  some- 
thing to  cover  the  head,  to  fill  that  part  of  the 
apostle's  requirement.  It  must  be  modest  or  unas- 
suming, to  meet  the  requirement  in  1  Tim.  2:  9.  It 
must  be  worn  as  a  prayer-covering,  not  as  a  pro- 
tection from  the  weather.  Any  covering  fulfilling 
these  conditions,  will  meet  the  demands  of  the  Bi- 
ble. Our  Brotherhood  has  adopted  the  plain  cap, 
and  as  this,  in  every  particular,  fills  the  Bible  re- 
quirement, we  see  no  reason  for  objecting  to  it. 

When  should  it  be  worn?  Paul  says,  "  When  she 
prayeth  or  prophesieth.  When  she  engages  in  se- 
cret or  public  prayer.  The  word  "prophecy"  not 
only  means  to  foretell  future  events,  but  it  also 
means  to  explain  Scripture,  preaching  or  speaking 
to  the  church  in  public. 


•THE  LORD  OUR  RIOHTE0USNESS."-Jer.  23:  6. 


Number  Five. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin, 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him  "— -> 
Cor.  y.  2!. 

CHRIST   OUR    SUBSTITUTE. 

It  does  not  seem  hard  to  get  men  to  accept  the 
idea  of  a  partial  substitute  in  Christ,  but  the  idea 
of  a  complete  substitute  is  foreign  and  almost  in- 
comprehensible. It  is  so  hard  to  just  cut  loose 
from  everything  and  receive  eternal  life  as  a  gift. 
Rom.  6:  23.  When  we  get  a  substitute  in  temporal 
affairs,  we  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word. 
Why  are  we  so  slow  to  comprehend  it  in  spiritual 
matters? 

Does  not  "  substitute  "  mean  one  standing  for 
another,  in  spiritual  matters,  as  well  as  in  tempor- 
al? "Christ  died  for  the  ungodly."  Rom.  5:6. 
"  God  commendeth  his  love  toward  us,  in  that, 
while  we  were  yet   sinners,   Christ   died   for   us." 


Rom.  5:8.  Christ  "was  delivered  for  our  offences 
and  raised  again  for  our  justification."  Rom.  4 
25.  "Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,  that  we,  being  dead  to  sins, 
should  live  unto  righteousness:  by  whose  stripes 
ye  were  healed."     1  Pet.  2:  24. 

"  For  Christ  also  hath  once  suffered  for  sins, 
the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to 
God,  being  put  to  death  in  the  flesh,  but  quick- 
ened by  the  Spirit."     1  Pet.  3:  18. 

"  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  because 
he  laid  down  his  life  for  us."     I  John  3:  16. 

"  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried 
our  sorrows:  yet  we  did  esteem  him  stricken, 
smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted.  But  he  was  wound- 
ed for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for 
our  iniquities:  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was 
upon  him;  and  with  his  stripes  we  are  healed. 
All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  astray;  we  have 
turned  every  one  to  his  own  way;  and  the  Lord 
hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all."  Isa.  53: 
4-6. 

If  Christ  has  suffered  the  penalty  for  our  sins 
we  can  make  no  form  of  restitution  or  purchase, — 
no  release.  Restitution  is  already  made,  the  pen- 
alty has  already  been  paid,  the  release  from  sin 
has  already  been  purchased.  God  stands  recon- 
ciled by  the  blood  of  his  own  precious  Son.  Men 
talk  about  God  becoming  reconciled  to  the  sin- 
ner. This  is  wrong.  God  is  fully  reconciled,  God 
is  fully  satisfied;  the  penalty  for  sin  is  fully  paid. 
The  sinner  needs  to  be  reconciled  to  God  and 
there  is  but  one  way  by  which  this  can  be  done. 
He  must  receive  Christ  as  his  substitute,  the  free 
gift  of  our  dear  loving  Father.  Christ  stands  as 
the  equal  to  God,  being  without  sin,  holy,  right- 
eous, pure,  perfect  and  all-powerful.  Man  is  im- 
pure, imperfect,  unrighteous,  unholy  and  without 
strength,  having  no  power,  hence  could  never  re- 
deem himself  from  the  curse  of  a  broken  law- 
could  never  pay  the  penalty  of  a  single  sin,  even 
of  his  smallest  sin;  could  never  suffer  out  the 
righteous  penalty  of  sin. 

Christ,  being  God's  equal,  can  fully  pay  the 
penalty,  can  fully  satisfy  God's  justice  and  present 
us  spotless  before  God.  God's  children  stand 
without  sin,  holy  as  God  himself,  because  Christ  is 
their  substitute. 

God  is  the  same 'to-day,  yesterday  and  forever; 
he  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  One  sin  by  our 
mother  Eve,  and  that  a  very  small  one,  brought 
all  the  suffering  and  death  into  the  world  that  has 
ever  been. 

If  six  thousand  years  have  not  blotted  out  the 
dreadful  penalty  of  our  sin,  but  rather  augmented 
it,  with  its  dreadful  consequences,  what  will  be- 
come of  you,  guilty  of  many  sins,  the  smallest  one 
as  great  as  the  sin  of  Eve? 

God  deliver  us  from  having  to  bear  the  penalty 
of  even  our  smallest  sins!  May  we  bless  God's 
holy  name  that  he  has  given  us  a  perfect  sub- 
stitute,— Christ  our  righteousness.  Moses  having 
to  bear  the  penalty  of  one  sin,  and  that  a  very 
small  one,  being  provoked  to  it  by  the  murmuring 
multitudes,  could  not  enter  the  promised  land, 
though  he  earnestly  desired  and  entreated  for  the 
privilege. 

So  one  sin  is  enough  to  keep  us  out  of  heaven, 
to  send  us  to  eternal  night,  if  we  must  bear  its 
penalty.  Christ  our  sin  bearer,  we  have  a  perfect 
ransom,  we  have  a  perfect,  a  complete  substitute. 

Christ  is  a  substitute  in  the  sense  of  a  sin-bear- 
er. He  bears  all  our  sins  for  us,  fully  pays  the 
penalty  of  our  every  transgression,  else  we  are 
eternally  lost.  If  a  single  sin  comes  upon  us,  we 
cannot  atone  for  it,  hence  must  go  down  under 
the  righteous  penalty  of  an  offended  God. 

Christ  is  a  substitute  in  the  sense  of  a  holy, 
perfect,  righteous,  sanctified  being  standing  in  our 
stead.  God  takes  the  measure  of  a  Christian  by 
taking  the  measure  of  his  substitute— Christ.  God 
takes  the  weight  of  a  Christian  by  taking  the 
weight  of  his  substitute,— Christ.  God  computes 
the  value  of  a  Christian  by  computing  the  value 
of  Christ,  his  substitute. 

God's'  measure  of  a  Christian's  perfection,— of  a 


Christian's  righteousness,  of  a  Christian's  holiness 
of  a  Christian's  sanctification  is  his  measure  of 
Christ,— the  Christian's  substitute. 

The  Christian  stands  as  holy,  as  perfect,  as 
righteous  as  his  substitute,  Christ,  which  is  as 
holy,  as  perfect,  as  righteous  as  God  himself. 
"  The  Lord  our  righteousness,"  what  more  do  we 
want,  what  more  could  we  ask,  or  hope  for,  in 
this  life,  or  in  the  life  to  come? 

If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  He 
that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely 
give  us  all  things?  Who  shall  lay  anything  to 
the  charge  of  God's  elect?  It  is  God  that  justi- 
fieth.     Rom.  8:  31-33- 

In  God's  eyes  whatever  is  done  to  the  Christian 
is  done  to  his  substitute,  Christ.  "  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  me."     Matt.  25:  40-45- 

Whenever  a  man  does  a  kind  deed  to  a  Christian, 
speaks  a  kind  word  to  him,  or  for  him,  he  has  done 
this  to  his  substitute,  Christ. 

In  God's  eyes  whenever  a  man  injures  a  Chris- 
tian by  word,  or  deed,  whenever  he  treats  him  un- 
kindly or  turns  coldly  from  him,  or  points  the  fin- 
ger of  scorn  at  him,  or  makes  a  slighting  remark 
about  him,  he  does  it  not  to  him  but  to  his  substi- 
tute, Christ. 

The  life  of  a  Christian,  in  God's  sight,  is  as  pre- 
cious as  the  life  of  his  substitute,  Christ.  Why 
should  we  fear  to  commit  everything  into  God's 
hands?  Why  should  we  fear  what  men  may  say  or 
do  when  we  have  God  on  our  side?  "  We  know 
that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God."  Rom.  8:  28.  How  can  we  withhold 
our  love  when  he  gives  us  such  a  precious  substi- 
tute? 

Christ  Incarnate  and  man  Crucified  is  the  myste- 
ry or  "THE  WAY  OF  HOLINESS." 

Bridge-water,  Va. 


THE  ANOINTINO. 


Is  the  anointing  in  James  5:  14,  15,  for  the  healing  of  the 
body  or  is  it  intended  for  the  soul  only?  Please  answer 
through  Gospel  Messenger  and  oblige.     Neri  Swihart. 


Anointing  with  oil  was  a  sacred  service  under 
former  dispensations.  In  general  the  service  signi- 
fied consecration  to  God.  See  Gen.  28:  19.  Jacob 
at  Bethel,  David  in  twenty-third  Psalm.  Mark  6: 
13  saj's  that  Christ's  disciples  did  three  things,  (1) 
"Cast  out  many  devils;"  (2)  anointed  with  oil 
many  that  were  sick;  "  (3)  "  and  healed  them!'  Mark 
does  not  say  that  they  were  healed  by  anointing; 
hence  it  is  not  safe  for  us  to  say  so.  They  were 
doubtless  healed  by  "  the  laying  on  of  hands,"  the  di- 
vinely appointed  means  for  physical  healing. 
Christ's  words  on  this  point  are  plain.  "  They 
shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick  and  they  shall  recover." 
Christ  employed  the  laying  on  of  hands  in  recover- 
ing the  sick  again  and  again.  See  Matt.  9:  18; 
Mark  6:  5;  Luke  4:  40,  and  their  references.  When 
"  the  father  of  Publius  lay  sick  of  a  fever  and 
bloody  flux,  ....  Paul  entered  in  and  prayed,  and 
laid  his  hands  on  him  and  healed  him."  Acts  28: 
18. 

The  words  of  James  5:  14,  are  as  follows,  "Is 
any  sick  among  you?  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of 
the  church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing 
him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The  results 
of  this  anointing,  James  says,  are  three: 

First,  "The  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick." 
the  salvation  that  the  Gospel  secures  and  for  which 
Christ  came  is  the  saving  of  the  soul.  It  is  true 
that  Christ  did  many  classes  of  work.  He  cleansed 
the  temple,  stilled  the  tempest,  gave  sight  to  the 
blind,  healed  the  sick,  etc.,  but  these  were  mere 
auxiliaries  in  rendering  his  efforts  efficient  in  sav- 
ing the  world. 

Second,  "  The  Lord  shall  raise  him  up."  That  is, 
raise  the  anointed  sick  up  to  new  hopes,  new  assur- 
ances, etc.  This  would  naturally  follow  the  first 
result,— the  assurance  of  being  saved.  That  this 
"raising  up"  is  not  physical,  is  further  made  plain 
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when  we  read  that  God  "  hath  raised 
er  and  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  pL.„„ 
Christ  Jesus."     Eph.  2:  6.    That  is,  he  raised  uY  up 
in  mind,  hopes— in  the  prospects  of  the  soul. 

Third.  "  If  he  have  committed  sins  they  shall 
be  forgiven  him."  This  result  is  but  natural  and 
consequent  to  the  first  result  of  being  saved.  That 
is,  if  a  soul  is  saved,  of  course  its  sins  are  forgiven. 
They  thus  become  the  Lord's  anointed.  There  are 
instances  in  which  baptism,  prayer,  the  Communion 
service,  etc.,  have  so  benefited  the  sick,  that  they 
point  back  to  these  as  the  means  of  their  recovery, 
yet  their  design  is  nowhere  stated  to  be  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  sick;  but  by  God's  blessing,  through 
the  mind  the  body  may  and  often  does  receive  ben- 
efit. The  same  result  again  and  again  has  followed 
the  anointing  service. 

In  Gospel  Messenger,  No.  40,  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller, 
in  describing  the  noted  healing  waters  of  Lourdes, 
France,  dedicated  to  the  Pope,  says,  "  The  so- 
called  cures  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  powerful 
influence  the  mind  exercises  over  the  body,  es- 
pecially when  excited  by  religious  enthusiasm." 
May  not  that  same  result  follow  the  more  enlight- 
ened,— follow  Christians?  The  mind  is  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  recovery  of  the  sick  and  in  con- 
version. How  many  sick  soldiers  recovered  during 
the  war,  and  how  many  died, — all  due  to  the  state 
of  the  mind! 

Bro.  Miller  remarks  further,  of  the  waters  of 
Lourdes,  "  Only  the  few  are  benefited,  while  the 
masses  are  doomed  to  disappointment."  Does  not 
about  the  same  ratio  exist  to-day  as  to  the  number  of 
the  disappointed  ones  out  of  those  who  are  anointed 
for  physical  healing?  Remember  that  James  pre- 
i  with  the  strong,  em- 
it forbids  the  idea  of 
The  clear,  harmonious 
d  the  sick  can  control;  hence 
vith  those  results  the  happy, 
bright  word,  "  shall'1  Physical  healing  may  be  con- 
trolled or  it  may  not  be.  Hence  the  word  "sltall" 
must,  of  necessity,  drop  out  of  the  service. 

I  have  often  been  made  happy  to  w  tness  the 
glorious  results  I  have  defined,  almost  universally 
following  the  anointing  service, — to  see  the  sick  re- 
joice in  the  sure  prospects  of,  their  bright  future. 
When  persons  are  anointed  for  physical  healing, 
and  not  healed,  it  is  said  to  be  due  to  their  lack  of 
faith.  If  there  was  not  enough  faith  to  benefit  the 
physical  body,  was  there  enough  faith  to  benefit 
the  soul?  If  the  visible  got  no  benefit,  where  is  the 
assurance  that  the  invisible  was  benefited,  — that 
the  soul  was  cleansed  and  sins  pardoned?  I  see 
none,— no,  none.  To  me  this  phase  or  view  of  01 
subject  looks  dark  and  gloomy.  We  had  bett 
trust  to  the  plain  words  of  Christ.  The  practice  of 
the  apostles  and  the  simple  teaching  of  James  will 
make  it  all  plain  to  us.  "Purify  your  souls  by 
obeying  the  truth,"  is  the  pass-word  of  the  whole 
Christian  system.  Hence  I  close  as  I  began,  that 
the  anointing  in  the  Gospel  implies  consecration  to 
God  just  as  it  did  under  the  law.  Its  happy,  con- 
soling effects  often  benefit  the  body  as  do  other 
means  of  grace.  I.  J-  Rosenberger. 

One  of  the  blessed  privileges  of  this  life  is  the 
privilege  of  doing  good  to  our  kind— and  it  re- 
quires so  little  to  make  a  man  happy  and  command 
a  reward.  The  giving  of  "a  cup  of  cold  water" 
will  bless  a  suffering  mortal  and  win  the  approval 
of  our  Lord. 

-hQUERISTS'  »  Djg^glJ'^IrZ^ 

Was  John  the  Baptist  ever  baptized?    If  so,  by  whom? 

W.  F.  Burnett. 

John  the  Baptist  was  not  baptized.  He  was  sent 
from  God,  and  needed  no  baptism.  From  his 
birth  he  was  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  did  no 
wrong,  and  for  that  reason  also  needed  not  bap- 
tism. Neither  would  Jesus  have  needed  to  submit 
to  the  rite  for  the  same  reasons,  but  being  the  head 
and  foundation  of  the  church,  it  was  becoming  for 
him  to  set  a  proper  example  for  his  followers. 


What  is  meant  in  Matt.  y.  6.  where  it  says:  "  Blessed  are 
they  that  hunger  and  thirst  afler  righteousness,  (or  they  shall 
be  rilled"?    When  shall  they  he  filled?        II  II.  Si-angler. 

Happy  is  the  one  who  lon5s  to  be  fed  on  holy 
things,  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  thirsts  after  the  Water 
of  Life.  There  is  a  chance  for  the  Lord  to  satisfy 
the  wants  of  such  a  person,  and  his  soul  will  be 
filled  both  in  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
He  will  receive  his  daily  supply  of  the  Bread  and 
Water  of  Life  here,  as  well  as  what  he  needs  in  the 
home  beyond. 

We  would  like  an  explanation  of  Luke  2y.  42,  43:  "  And  he 
said  unto  Jesus,  Lord,  remember  me  when  thou  contest  into 
thy  kingdom.  And  Jesus  said  unto  him.  Verily  I  say  unto  Ihee, 
To-day  shalt  thou  be  with  me  in  paradise."  There  is  an  inter- 
val of  forty-three  days  from  the  time  of  Christ's  crucifixion 
until  his  ascension.    Where  was  he  during  this  time? 

D.  C.  Z. 

While  his  body  was  in  the  grave  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  is  presumed  to  have  been  in  the  abode  of  dis- 
embodied spirits,  preaching  to  the  spirits  in  pris- 
on. 1  Pet.  3:  19.  After  his  resurrection  he  was 
more  or  less  with  his  disciples  until  his  ascension, 
"  Being  seen  of  bjjem  forty  days,  and  speaking  of 
the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God." 
Acts  I:  3. 

Was  the  manna  that  fell  from  heaven  in  the  wilderness  for 
the  children  of  Israel  for  their  temporal  wants  only?  If  so, 
were  their  spiritual  wants  supplied?  and  ill  what  way? 

A.  E.  W haver. 

The  primary  design  of  the  manna  in  the  wilder- 
ness, as  well  as  the  quails,  was  to  supply  the  tem- 
poral needs  of  the  people.  Those  capable  of  see- 
ing the  hand  of  God  in  such  manifestations  were 
spiritually  nourished  thereby,  though  that  may  not 
have  been  the  primary  object.  The  spiritual  wants 
of  the  people  were  supplied  by  the  teachings  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  their  instructors,  by  obeying 
the  commands  of  the  Lord,  and  by  the  influences 
growing  out  of  the  tabernacle  services.  All  their 
rites  and  ceremonies  had  spiritual  imports  and  on 
these  the  souls  of  the  more  spiritual  feed."  Most  of 
these  people,  however,  were  so  carnal  that  it  was 
difficult  for  them  to  obtain  spiritual  food  from  any- 
thing. 

Please  explain  Numbers  8:  7:  "Sprinkle  water  of  purifying 
upon  them."  Was  it  pure  water,  or  was  there  something 
mixed  with  it?  J.  S.  Zimmerman. 

In  Numbers  19:  9,  17,  18  we  are  told  that  the 
water  of  purification  was  prepared  by  mixing 
with  it  ashes  of  a  burnt  heifer.  The  simple  element 
water  was  never  sprinkled  on  anything  for  ceremo- 
nial purposes.  Allow  us  to  refer  you  to  Wilson's 
"  History  of  Sprinkling,"  price,  fifty  cents.  It  may 
be  ordered  from  this  office.  J.  H.  m. 
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THE  SERMON  ON  THE  MOUNT.— Luke  6:  41-49. 


{Lesson  for  Feb.  g.  . 


of  last 


Time.— A.  D.  28,  not  long   after  the  ti 
lesson. 

Place. — The  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  was  deliv- 
ered, according  to  tradition,  on  a  mountain  summit 
called  "the  Horns  of  Hattin,"  west  of  the  Sea  of 
Galilee. 

Person.— Christ,  the  preacher  of  this  great  ser- 
mon. 

Introductory. — After  the  display  of  the  power 
of  Jesus,  as  described  in  our  last  lesson,  Matthew 
was  called  from  the  receipt  of  custom  to  become 
the  disciple  of  our  Lord.  Then  the  Master  went 
again  to  Jerusalem,  attended  the  passover,  the  sec- 
ond since  the  beginning  of  his  public  ministry,  and 
while  there  healed  the  infirm  man  at  the  Pool  of 
Bethesda,  and  on  their  return  the  disciples  plucked 
the  ears  of  corn  in  the  field.  As  he  continued  his 
journey  northward,  performing  mirar-les,  his  fame 
spread  widely  throughout  Galilee.  Shortly  before 
the  time  of  this  lesson  he  chose  the  twelve  apostles 
to  go  forth  and  preach  as  his  special  representa- 
tives. 

I.    FAULTY  JUDGING. 

1.  Judging  others.  This  is  an  easy  thing  to  do; 
that  is,  it  seems  so  easy  and  natural  to  behold  "  the 


mote  that  is  in  thy  brother's  eye."  It  is  impossible 
to  rightly  judge  another,  and  the  Scriptures  nowhere 
teach  that  we  should  be  mote  hunters  in  other's 
eyes,  and  yet  how  diligent  a  great  many  are  in  look- 
ing for  and  talking  about  motes  in  other  people's 
eyes.  Go  where  you  will,  and  there  is  scarce  a  com- 
munity or  a  family  in  which  you  may  long  remain 
without  being  entertained  by  an  eloquent  and  ear- 
nest recital  of  somebody's  faults.  We  misconstrue 
the  motives  of  our  neighbors  and  magnify  their 
motes  into  beams  and  even  see  motes  where  there 
are  none,  and  feast  our  minds  and  the  minds  of  our 
children  and  friends  upon  these  corrupt  and  unsight- 
ly things  until  the  only  wonder  is  that  any  spiritual 
life  could  remain  in  us.  It  is  not  a  bad  thing  to  be 
a  fault-finder  so  long  as  we  can  content  ourselves 
with  finding  our  own  faults.  But  great  evil  comes 
to  ourselves  and  others  by  giving  too  much  atten- 
tion to  faults  not  our  own. 

2.  Judging  ourselves.  To  judge  ourselves  is  much 
more  easy  than  to  judge  others,  and  yet  much  more 
difficult.  That  is,  while  ourselves  are  the  only  ones 
we  can  rightly  mdjustfy  judge,  yet  to  do  so  is  usual- 
ly a  very  irksome  and  unpleasant  Lask.  As  to  pos- 
sibility it  is  easy;  as  to  desirability  it  is  difficult. 
The  beams  that  arc  in  our  own  eyes  we  so  much 
prefer  not  to  see.  And  yet  how  much  belter  it 
would  be  for  us  if  we  were  more  diligent  in  our 
search  for  our  own  faults.  The  first  thing  neces- 
sary to  the  correction  of  the  weaknesses  and  incon- 
sistencies of  our  lives  and  the  removal  of  the  beams 
that  are  in  our  eyes  is  that  we  see  them.  Then,  why 
is  it  that  thou  "  perceivest  not  the  beam  that  is  in 
thine  own  eye?  "  Our  Lord  in  this  lesson  brands  as 
hypocrites  those  who  are  less  exacting  of  their  own 
lives  than  of  those  of  others.  Let  us  look  more 
diligently  into  our  own  hearts,  for  until  we  have 
done  our  duty  to  ourselves  wc  arc  not  lit  to  criti- 
cise the  conduct  of  others.  a. 

II.   TREES  AND  THEIR  FRUIT,  \f\ 

*' Every  tree  is  known  by  his  own  fruit."  IvSs  v 
not  our  attitude  to  the  faults  of  others  that  decides 
our  character,  but  our  attitude  to  our  own.  It  is 
how  much  and  how  good  fruit  we  ourselves  bear 
and  not  how  little  or  how  poor  others  bear,  that  is 
to  decide  the  question  for  or  against  us.  We  may 
talk  long  and  loud  of  how  much  we  admire  piety 
and  despise  moral  littleness  in  others,  but  the  Lord 
requires  something  deeper  and  more  real  than  such 
pretensions  as  these.  It  is  by  our  fruits,  our  lives, 
our  conduct,  our  doing  and  being  before  men,  that 
we  are  to  be  known.  We  may  even  act  hypocrisy 
for  a  time  and  deceive  many,  but  the  sum  total  of 
our  lives  will  finally  show  to  those  about  us,  wheth- 
er the  motive  that  has  brought  forth  the  actions, 
the  tree  that  has  borne  the  fruit,  is  good  or  bad. 

III.    IIEAHING  AND  DOING. 

I.  Hearing  and  doing  not.  Seeing  that  the  tree  is 
to  be  known  by  its  fruits  and  not  Its  flowers,  that  a 
man  is  to  be  judged  by  his  deeds  and  not  by  his 
words,  "  why  call  ye  me  Lord,  Lord,  and  do  not  the 
things  which  I  say?"  O  we  are  so  slow  to  learn 
the  lesson  of  the  necessity  of  not  only  paying  re- 
spectful attention  to  the  word  of  the  Lord,  but 
heartily  and  believingly  accepting  and  promptly 
and  diligently  obeying  what  the  Lord  tells  us  to 
do.  It  is  a  pity  that  so  many  thousands  should  go 
on  in  the  delusion  that  they  are  finally  to  be  ac- 
cepted and  rewarded  for  their  hearing  and  saying, 
without  their  accepting  and  obeying;  for  to  those 
who  shall  thus  finally  come  to  the  Lord  of  all  the 
earth  with  their  eloquent  but  empty  professions 
will  he  declare,  as  he  turns  them  away,  "  I  never 
knew  you." 

3.  Hearing  and  doing.  To  hear  and  to  do  is  to 
stand  upon  a  sure  foundation.  He  who  in  true  pur- 
pose of  heart  endeavors  to  obey  the  Lord  in  every 
jot  and  tittle  of  his  Word  has  the  foundations  of  his 
house  laid  upon  the  everlasting  Rock  of  Ages. 
Would  we  occupy  safe  ground?  Would  we  take  a 
position  which  the  Lord  himself  has  pronounced 
secure?     Then  let  us  be  as  one  who  heareth  these 

ayings  of  Christ's  and  doeth  them. 

James  M.  Neff. 
Fndtdale,  Ala. 
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ANGELS. 

IN  the  old  days  God  sent  his  angels  oft 

To  men  in  threshing  floors,  to  women  pressed 
With  daily  tasks;  they  came  to  tent  and  croft, 

And  whispered  words  of  blessing  and  of  rest. 
Not  mine  to  guess  what  shape  those  angels  wore, 

Nor  tell  what  voice  they  spolce,  nor  with  what  grace 
They  brought  the  dear  love  down  that  evermore 

Makes  lowliest  souls  its  best  abiding  place. 
Hut  in  these  days  I  know  my  angels  well; 

They  brush  my  garments  on  the  common  way, 
They  take  my  hand,  and  very  softly  tell 

Some  bit  of  comfort  in  the  waning  day. 

/  And  tho'  their  angel  names  I  do  not  ken, 

*  Tho'  in  their  faces  human  want  I  read, 

They  are  God-given  to  this  world  of  men, 

God-sent  to  bless  it  in  its  hours  of  need. 
Child,  mother,  dearest  wife,  brave  hearts  that  take 

The  rough  and  bitter  cross,  and  help  us  bear 
Its  heavy  weight  when  strength  is  like  to  break, 

God  bless  you  each,  our  angels  unaware. 

— Margaret  E.  Sangster,  in  The  Independent. 


but  they  are  simply  exceptions  to  the  facts  I  ha 
enumerated.     Hence    the    rule    still    remains    t 


The  time  is  approaching  when  schools  will  be 
organized  or  reorganized  for  the  summer.  Differ- 
ent methods  have  been  adopted  in  choosing  the 
leading  officers  of  the  school.  With  some,  the 
church  chooses  them,  while  others  allow  the  school 
to  choose  them.  To  me  it  does  not  seem  proper 
for  the  church  to  choose  the  officers  of  a  Sunday 
school.  While  the  school,  unaided,  is  often  not 
competent  to  make  such  choice,  yet  it  is  but  right 
that  schools,  like  all  other  similar  bodies,  should 
have  the  right  to  choose  their  own  officers.  Hence 
a  safe  and  a  satisfactory  method  to  choose  the 
leading  officers,  adopted  by  many  schools,  is  for 
the  church  in  council  to  select  two  or  three  can- 
didates for  each  office,  and  then  allow  the  school 
to  elect  her  officers  from  the  candidates  named. 
This  method  allows  all  the  children  to  have  a  voice 
in  the  choice  for  their  officers,  which  is  but  right 
and  due  them.  In  this  method  the  church  takes 
control,  yet  allows  the  school  to  do  the  work. 

[Another  excellent  way  is  to  let  the  school 
select  its  own  officers,  and  then  have  the  church 
afterwards  confirm  the  election.  This  throws  all 
the  needed  safeguard  about  the  school. — Ed.] 


RELIQION  IN  MEXICO. 


-IOWARD  MILLER. 


THE  USE  OF  INTERNATIONAL  LESSONS  IN  OUR 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

BY  I.  J.  ROSENBERGER. 

A  very  large  majority  of  our  Sunday  schools 
use  the  Inlernational  Lessons.  I  advise  all  schools 
with  which  I  meet  to  use  those  lessons  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1.  The  only  successful  method  of  Bible  study 
is  by  topic.  The  International  Lessons  are  chosen 
on  a  line  of  topics;  that  is,  each  succeeding  lesson 
is  chosen  so  that  it  has  some  connection  with  the 
preceding.  There  are  but  few  ministers  who  study 
their  Bibles  by  beginning  at  Genesis  and  continu- 
ing to  Revelation.  They  take  up  a  subject,  say, 
"  Faith,"  and  then  proceed  to  collect  what  the 
different  inspired  writers  say  on  that  subject. 

By  this  method  alone  can  Bible  students  get 
information  that  is  clear.  Teachers  ought  to  pur- 
sue the  same  method  with  their  classes  in  Sunday 
school.  This  can  alone  be  done  by  adopting  the 
International  Lessons  or  the  International  System. 

2.  All  successful  preachers  and  teachers  feel  the 
need  of  some  helps  to  fit  them  in  giving  clear  in- 
struction. Schools  that  adopt  the  International 
Lessons  can  easily  provide  their  teachers  with 
some  help,  such  as  quarterlies  or  Sunday  School 
Notes,  in  some  weekly  paper,  or  in  a  bound  vol- 
ume. A  teacher  that  prepares  his  lesson  with 
some  help,  can  stand  before  his  class  and  teach 
the  pupils  intelligently.  Teachers  who  will  thus 
show  themselves,  "  approved,  rightly  dividing  the 
Word  of  Truth,"  will  be  important  factors  in  raising 
their  school  to  a  point  of  general  interest.  Re- 
member, teachers  are  the  master  factors  in  all 
Sunday  schools.  It  is  true  some  teachers  and 
preachers  are  blessed  with  talents  that  fit  them 
for  their   work    without  the   help   I   have   named, 


Mexico  is  a  Catholic  country.  There  are  a  few 
Protestants  there,  and  there  are  several  successful 
missions  that  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good,  and 
are  widening  their  sphere  of  influence  year  by 
year,  but  out  of  a  population  of  twelve  millions, 
there  are  said  to  be  only  about  sixteen  thousand 
Protestants,  and  they  are  scattered  around  through 
the  larger  cities.  Before  the  Law  of  Reform  that 
broke  the  temporal  power  of  the  Catholic  church 
Protestants  were  not  allowed  at  all,  and  the  writer 
has  frequently  been  on  the  ground  where  they 
burned  them  after  a  so-called  trial  and  conviction. 

The  one  thing  that  strikes  a  visitor  to  Mexico 
is  the  vast  number  of  Catholic  churches,  and 
wherever  there  is  a  little  hamlet  there  is  a  church. 
There  are  some  of  them  very  interesting,  and  there 
is  not  one  that  will  not  repay  a  visit.  There  is 
no  trouble  in  going  all  through  them,  about  the 
only  condition  being  that  cigars  must  be  thrown 
away,  a  church  being  the  only  place  in  Mexico 
where  you  cannot  smoke,  and  you  must  take  your 
hat  off  and  behave  yourself  generally.  It  is  good 
sense  if  you  see  what  you  do  not  approve  of  to 
keep  your  opinions  to  yourself  as  a  wise,  pre- 
cautionary measure. 

Some  of  these  churches  are  very  rich  in  adorn- 
ment. In  one  of  them  is  a  solid  silver  altar  rail- 
ing that  weighs  twenty-six  tons, — torts,  remember, 
— and  there  are  paintings  and  other  articles  worth 
a  king's  ransom.  There  is  a  continual  clangor  of 
bells,  and  something  seems  to  be  going  on  in  some 
of  them  all  the  time.  Let  us  walk  into  the  great 
cathedral  of  Mexico.  We  must  step  over  the  hor- 
rible beggars  that  infest  the  immediate  exterior 
and  the  doorway,  nnd  we  enter  undisturbed.  This 
building  cost  several  millions  of  dollars,  and  oc- 
cupies the  very  site  of  the  old  Aztec  temple  that 
Cortez  destroyed,  and  it  is  the  greatest  religious 
center  of  Mexico.  The  building  is  magnificent  in 
its  proportions  and  its  adornment,  but  one  of  the 
strange  things  noted  is  that  the  floor  is  of  common 
plank.  Why  I  never  learned,  except  that  wood 
is  scarcer  in  the  country  than  stone. 

It  is  not  one  great  empty  building,  but  is  cut 
up  into  chapels  and  there  are  few  seats.  Wor- 
shipers are  everywhere  on  the  floors,  kneeling 
on  the  planks,  the  wild  Indian  and  the  richest 
lady  of  the  city  are  side  by  side.  People  are  com- 
ing and  going  all  the  time  and  it  is  a  fact  that  I 
would  rather  not  say,  but  a  fact  all  the  same,  that 
you  can  have  your  pocket  picked  with  the  greatest 
ease  and  facility  while  you  are  in  the  church.  The 
thief  may  be  a  Catholic,  but  he  will  relieve  you 


of  your  valuables  all  right  enough  if  you  give  him 
a  chance. 

At  the  right  times  you  can  hear  some  splendid 
instrumental  music,  and  see  many  strange  sights. 
Mexico  is  a  country  of  miracles,  and  at  Guadaloupe 
(Wad  da-loop-ee),  a  considerable  town  about  three 
miles  out,  is  where  the  Virgin  Mary  appeared  to 
an  Indian  a  long  time  ago,  and,  not  to  take  up 
the  time  with  the  story,  left  her  picture  on  his 
blanket.  The  picture  is  in  a  frame  of  gold,  and 
Our  Lady  of  Guadaloupe  is  the  patron  saint  of  the 
Indians.  There  are  two  Ladies  in  Mexico,  the 
other  being  Our  Lady  of  Remedies.  When  the 
Indians  ran  Cortez  out  of  their  city  and  nearly 
wiped  out  the  Spanish  robbers,  he  got  out  of  a 
soldier's  knapsack  a  broken-nosed  child's  doll  and 
called  it  Our  Lady  of  Remedies.  Then  when  the 
Spanish  lost  control  of  the  government  the  Lady 
of  Remedies  was  set  aside  for  Our  Lady  of  Guada- 
loupe, who  is  the  uppermost  Lady  just  now.  There 
is  a  Latin  legend  on  the  picture  of  Our  Lady  of 
Guadaloupe,  "  She  has  not  done  likewise  to  all 
the  nations,"  and  they  tell  a  story  of  two  men 
looking  at  the  picture,  and  one  of  them  being 
asked  what  the  inscription  meant  said  that  a  free 
translation  was  that  she  never  saw  such  a  pack 
of  fools  in  all  her  life.  Do  the  natives  believe 
in  the  story?  Emphatically  they  do,  to  the  last 
man  and  woman  of  them.  I  do  not  think  that 
there  is  a  Catholic  house  in  all  Mexico  that  has 
not  one  of  the  many  millions  of  her  pictures, 
made  in  all  sizes,  from  a  postage  stamp  up  to  the 
full  size  of  the  image  on  the  blanket. 

On  the  anniversary  of  her  appearance  to  the 
Indian,  Juan  Diego,  thousands  of  Indians  come 
to  the  city  and  camp  around  the  church  at  Guada- 
loupe, and  a  visit  to  the  church  then  is  most 
interesting.  The  writer  was  told  that  it  was  not 
safe  to  go  there  at  that  time,  but  he  went  all  the 
same,  and  what  he  saw  was  very  interesting.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Our  Lady  of  Guadaloupe 
is  an  Indian  effort,  and  that  is  why  the  time  and 
image  is  held  in  such  repute.  The  natives  were 
lying  around  by  the  thousands,  and  in  the  church 
itself  were  very  peculiar  ceremonies.  The  whole 
surroundings  presented  more  the  aspect  of  a  pagan 
festival  than  that  of  a  Christian  religious  observ- 
ance. 

Outside  gambling-booths,  restaurants,  and  all 
the  catch-penny  contrivances  of  a  fertile  Indian 
population  are  in  full  blast.  The  visitors  are  cook- 
ing, eating,  gambling,  and  every  act  in  human  life 
has  no  attempt  at  secrecy  or  privacy.  Strange 
music  is  going  on  at  all  times,  and  occasionally 
there  is  a  peal  from  the  organ,  while  from  over- 
head the  clanging  of  the  bells  is  heard  at  all  times. 

Without  the  church  a  party  was  dancing  one 
of  the  strange  Indian  dances  to  native  music,  and 
the  dress  of  the  participants  was  of  the  oddest 
description  of  masqueraders.  Within  the  building 
were  crowds  of  worshipers,  kneeling  with  eyes 
fixed  on  the  image  of  Our  Lady,  and  every  evi- 
dence of  intense  devotion.  After  half  an  hour  or 
so  they  backed  out  of  the  church,  bowing  low  at 
every  step,  and  their  places  were  taken  by  others 
who  went  through  the  same  performance.  Some 
of  the  participants  had  tramped  for  a  thousand 
miles  to  attend  this  great  annual  feast  or  festival 
of  the  church.  Eight  days  after  the  Indians  had 
held  their  religious  observance  the  beauty  and 
wealth  of  the  capital  took  their  turn  at  the  idolatry. 

A  volume  could  be  written  on  the  religious 
aspect  of  affairs  in  Mexico,  but  enough  has  been 
said  to  give  an  idea  of  the  situation,  and  it  will 
be  a  long  time  until  it  is  bettered. 

Lcwisburgh,  Pa. 


There  is  too  much  selfish  enjoyment  among 
Christians.  Many  accept  the  Gospel  because  they 
take  it  to  be  a  personal  appeal  for  personal  ends, 
overlooking  the  fact  that  while  it  proposes  good  it 
also  binds  the  receiver  to  communicate  good  to 
others.  To  this  oversight  is  largely  due  the  slow 
coming  of  the  Savior's  kingdom.  There  will  be  an 
acceleration  when  all  men  have  abetter  understand- 
ing of  the  truth. 
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•  tell  I 


For  in  its  sweet  unfolding 

My  Savior's  love  I  see. 
They  say  at  any  moment 

The  Lord  of  lite  may  come 
To  lift  me  from  the  cloudland 

Into  the  light  of  home. 
They  say  I  have  no  warning, 

I  may  not  even  hear 
The  rustle  of  his  garments 

As  he  softly  draweth  near. 
Suddenly,  in  a  moment, 

Upon  my  ear  may  fall 
The  summons,  loved  of  our  Master, 

"  Answer  the  Master's  call."    - 
Perhaps  he  will  come  in  the  noontide 

Of  some  bright,  sunny  day, 
When,  with  my  dear  ones  all  around  me, 

My  life  seems  bright  and  gay. 
Pleasant  must  be  the  pathway, 

Easy  the  shining  road, 
Up  from  the  dimmer  sunlight 

Into  the  light  of  God. 
Perhaps  he  will  come  in  the  still 

Of  the  mild  and  quiet  night, 
When  the  earth  is  calmly  sleeping 

'Neath  the  moonbeams'  silvery  light; 
When  the  stars  are  softly  shining 

O'er  the  slumbering  land  and  sea, 
Perhaps  in  the  holy  stillness 

The  Master  will  come  for  me. 

— Dr.  Horatio  Bonar. 


IT  MAKES  ME  THINK. 


Many  persons  pass  through  the  world  without  do- 
ing much  thinking  for  themselves,  but  accept  what 
others  say  and  do  as  being  correct.  The  condition 
of  people  under  the  Catholic  yoke  is  a  marked  in- 
stance of  this.  The  same  is  largely  true  with  pro- 
fessing Christians  among  Protestants,  as  a  great 
many  belong  to  a  denomination  simply  because 
their  parents  did,  and  do  not  read  the  Scriptures  for 
themselves.     This  is  true  in  all  churches. 

In  No.  47,  1895,  the  editor,  in  a  note  on  a  certain 
subject,  says,  "We  need  more  preaching  and  still 
more  careful  thinking  along  this  line."  We,  as  a 
church,  have  no  field  of  work  requiring  more  good, 
hard  thinking  than  our  city  work.  In  order  to  get 
the  greatest  benefit  from  hard  thinking  on  any  line, 
experience  is  necessary,  and  nowhere  is  this  more 
true  than  in  city  work. 

I  have  often  heard  the  remark  that  brethren  who 
will  go  into  city  work  and  make  a  success  of  it  will 
be  targets  for  some  years  to  come,  because  of  the 
fact  that  in  city  work  different  plans  and  methods 
must  be  used  and  some  that  are  very  likely  to  be 
criticized  by  those  who  have  had  no  experience  in 
the  work. 

In  talking  this  matter  over  with  a  brother  of  con- 
siderable prominence  and  ability,  some  time  ago, 
the  remark  was  made  by  him  that  he  had  been 
urged  to  take  up  the  work  in  a  certain  city,  and 
said  that  one  great  reason  why  he  hesitated  was  the 
fact  as  above  stated. 

This  made  me  think  a  great  deal  since.  May  it 
not  be  possible  that  there  are  other  talented  breth- 
ren thinkers  in  our  neighborhood  who  feel  just  as 
that  brother  felt,— brethren  who  are  of  a  disposition 
to  make  a  success  of  whatever  they  undertake,  yet 
fear  that  in  city  work  they  may  find  the  conditions 
so  different  from  what  they  are  in  the  country, 
that,  by  the  time  they  work  in  it  awhile,  they  may 
be  classed  as  "  rather  fast,"  "  not  sound  in  faith, 


etc.  It  is  important  that  a  man  look  well  to  his 
reputation,  as  thereby  his  influence  for  good  is 
largely  measured,  and  yet,  in  a  work  so  important 
as  our  city  work,  a  man  should  look  at  the  need 
and  go  forth  trusting  in  God  for  success  and  repu- 
tation. In  doing  this  work  men  are  needed  who 
are  broad-minded  enough  to  see  things  as  they  are, 
with  good  judgment,  to  meet  the  conditions,  yet 
not  of  a  disposition  to  take  things  into  their  own 
hands  regardless  of  the  ruling  of  our  Brotherhood. 
Although  we  have  been,  for  some  years,  directly  in 
the  city  work,  the  more  we  meet  the  problems  face 
to  face,  the  more  I  am  compelled  to  think.  In  my 
thinking  I  suppose  I  have  arrived  at  the  same  con- 
clusion that  others  have,  that  there  is  something 
wrong  somewhere,  but  what  it  is,  is  the  question. 
Probably  the  best  way  to  determine  this  is  by  ob- 
taining more  and  more  experience  in  the  work,  and. 
the  exchange  of  opinions  and  experiences  of  those 
who  are  in  the  work. 

Considering  the  fact  that  we  have  now  quite  a 
number  of  cities,  in  which  are  found  workers  of  ex- 
perience, I  am  impressed  with  the  importance  of  a 
meeting  at  Annual  Meeting,  of  such  persons  and 
others  specially  interested  in  city  work,  if  it  could 
be  satisfactorily  arranged.  Such  a  meeting  held  at 
each  Annual  Meeting  would  no  doubt  result  in 
much  good  and  be  a  means  of  advancing  the  work 
very  materially. 

Topeka,  /Cans. 

BREAD-PILLS  AND  FAITH  CURE. 


A  physician  in  Ohio  had  a  number  of  patients 
to  whom  he  gave  bread-pills  with  the  same  results 
as  ordinary  pills.  He  gave  others  a  little  flour  in- 
stead of  the  usual  dose  of  powders,  with  the  same 
beneficial  results  following.  The  sick  had  faith 
in  the  physician,  and  they  believed  the  potion 
given  would  produce  the  desired  results,  and  it  did. 

A  lady  in  the  East  was  afflicted  with  neuralgia 
in  the  head  and  face.  A  certain  physician  pre- 
scribed a  remedy.  She  had  confidence  in  her 
physician,  and  the  liniment,  accordingly,  gave  the 
desired  relief.  She  k'pt  the  medicine  within  easy 
reach  of  her  couch,  so  that,  when  an  attack  of 
neuralgia  came  on  during  the  night,  she  could  ap- 
ply her  favorite  remedy.  One  night,  by  mistake, 
she  got  hold  of  the  ink-bottle  and  unconsciously 
applied  the  ink  to  the  side  of  her  face  with  the 
same  benefit  as  if  it  had  been  her  favorite  liniment. 

From  the  age  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  to  the 
present  day,  the  human  mind  has,  in  numerous 
instances,  been  misled  by  the  unreal,  with  the 
same  effects  following  as  if  it  were  real. 

All  ailments  that  may  be  treated  by  faith  cure 
are  such  as  come  under  the  control  of  the  mind. 
The  sick  may  throw  off  such  ailments,  and  rise 
from  such  sickness  by  a  healthy  exercise  of  will 
power.  The  mind  asserts  its  power  over  the 
functions  of  the  body,  the  vital  force  moves  on 
and  all  obstructions  to  a  healthy  action  in  the  cir- 
culation are  removed.  To  pass  off  such  cures  as 
come  within  the  realm  of  physiological  law,  on 
the  credulity  of  the  public  mind,  as  evidences  of 
divine  healing  and  miraculous  faith  cures,  carries 
with  it  an  element  of  deception.  "Take  heed  that 
no  man  deceive  you." 

The  cures  of  the  Bible  stand  out  in  the  sunlight 
of  Truth.  Each  case  has  a  divine  side.  Our 
Savior  did  not  seek  popularity  in  healing  the  sick. 
He  did  not  follow  it  as  a  profession.  The  supreme 
object  of  his  mission  on  earth  was  "  to  seek  and 
to  =ave  that  which  was  lost."  Our  Lord  sends 
out  his  disciples  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  to  heal 
the  sick,  the  latter  work  as  well  as  the  former 
being  subordinated  to  the  teachings  o'f  divine  law. 
The  anointing  of  the  sick  with  oil  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  (Jas.  5:14),  has  been  bequeathed 
to  the  church  as  a  means  of  grace  and  healing 
peculiarly  her  own,  and  the  means,  and  aims,  and 
results,  are  divine  and  far  reaching  as  the   Gospel 

itself.  .      ,. 

A  failure  on  the  part  of  any  one  to  receive  the 
full  measure  of  the  benefit  in  the  anointing,  is  an 


evidence  of  a  lack  of  a  full  measure  of  faith  in 
the  anointing  itself,  or  in  the  human  instrumentali- 
ties employed  in  the  service. 

Should  such  a  one  apply  to  a  noted  faith  cure 
doctor  for  special  prayer  for  the  healing  of  his 
ailment,  and  should  he  write  to  others  of  his 
friends,  in  whom  he  had  confidence,  to  make  spe- 
cial prayer  at  a  set  time,  and  should  he  be  accord- 
ingly relieved  of  his  ailment,  it  would  simply  show 
that  he  had  more  faith  in  the  reputation  of  the 
agencies  employed  than  he  had  in  the  divine  plan. 
The  virtue  of  such  work  grows  out  of  its  novelty. 
God's  glorious  sun  rises  each  day  and  moves  in 
its  western  course  across  the  sky,  illuminating  our 
dark  world,  giving  life  and  heat  to  all,  yet  it  has 
become  so  common  an  occurrence  that  it  excites 
no  attention,  whilst  a  blazing  meteor  in  its  flitting, 
fleeting  course  athwart  the  sky,  is  an  object  of  in- 
tense interest. 

"  Be  astonished,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be 
horribly  afraid,  be  ye  very  desolate,  saith  the 
Lord.  For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils; 
they  have  forsaken  me,  the  fountain  of  living  wa- 
ters, and  hewed  them  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns, 
that  can  hold  no  water."    Jcr.  2:  12,  13. 

Broadwtiy,  Va. 


AN  EARNEST  PREACHER. 

One  of  our  earnest  ministers  is  making  a  special 
effort  to  get  the  Messenger  into  every  family  in 
his  congregation  this  year.  Here  is  what  he  has  to 
say  about  his  work: 

"  Some  of  our  brethren  claim  that  the  price  of 
the  Messenger  i?  too  high,  and  that  they  cannot 
afford  to  pay  for  it.  They  maintain  that  the  politi- 
cal papers  are  not  so  expensive,  by  one-half  to  one- 
third.  Of  course  they  love  politics  more  than 
they  love  the  good  news  from  the  churches,  and 
the  wholesome  lessons  found  in  the  Messenger. 
We  can  see  a  difference  in  those  who  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  Messenger  and  those  who  do  not. 
Those  who  do  not  take  the  paper  are  on  the  back- 
ground in  church  work,  as  well  as  in  their  Christian 
warfare.  They  are  no  earnest  and  zealous  workers 
in  the  church  and  their  children  become  uncon- 
cerned about  the  church  and  wander  away  from 
that  which  is  just  and  right.  Then  those  very  par- 
ents become  concerned  about  the  eternal  welfare  of 
their  offspring,  and  call  on  us  ministers  to  come 
and  visit  their  children  and  talk  to  them  about 
their  eternal  welfare.  Children  will  often  turn 
around  to  us  and  say,  '  Father  and  mother  don't 
lake  much  interest  in  the  church  and  do  not  live  as 
they  should.'  They  say,  'There  is  our  neighbor 
A.  He  takes  the  Gospel  Messenger,  and  he  is 
much  concerned  about  the  church  and  always 
knows  all  that  is  going  on  in  the  church,  and  even 
his  children  know  something  of  the  work  of  the 
church,  while  we  are  ignorant  about  the  work  of  the 
church,  since  father  does  not  take  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger.' This  year  I  made  a  special  effort  to  get 
subscribers  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  my  visits 
among  the  churches,  and  through  my  influence  you 
got  new  subscribers." 

REMARKS. 

We  wish  here  to  state  that  political  papers  can  be 
published  at  a  smaller  subscription  price  than  re- 
ligious journals,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  sus- 
tained by  their  respective  parties,  and  have  a  con- 
siderable income  over  and  above  the  large  sums  re- 
ceived for  advertisements.  Were  they  to  depend 
upon  money  received  for  subscriptions  alone,  the 
most  of  them  would  be  bankrupted  before  the  close 
of  the  present  year.  We  are  willing  for  the  Mes- 
senger to  be  compared,  in  price  and  contents,  with 
any  of  the  religious  papers  in  America,  but  please 
do  not  compare  it  with  the  political  journals.— Ed. 


St.  Paul  as  a  teacher  is  as  truly  of  to-day  as 
when  he  wrote  his  epistles  to  the  churches,  else  he 
was  not  inspired  to  write.  Every  effort  to  relegate 
him  to  the  ranks  of  out-of-date  leaders  only  shows 
that  those  who  make  the  effort  are  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  his  teachings. 
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Ten  accessions  are  reported  at  Oak  Grove,  Mo. 


A  series  of  meetings,  just  closed  at  Mansfield, 
Illinois,  resulted  in  nine  applicants  for  baptism 
and  one  reclaimed. 


We  learn  that  Bro.  A.  L.  Snowberger,  of  Ne 
ton,  Kans.,  has  returned  to  Wichita,  Kans.,  mu 
to  the  joy  of  the  members  in  that  city. 


Bro.  Drr<sEY  Hodgden  has  just  closed  an  ex- 
cellent meeting  in  the  Walnut  church,  Ind.,  with 
lh":  teen  accessions  by  confession  and  baptism. 

Bro.  Henry  E.  Light  recently  held  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Zigler  house,  in  the  Little  Swatara 
church,  Pa.,  which  resulted  in  sixteen  accessions. 


There  has  of  late  been  much  rejoicing  among 
the  members  of  the  Pine  Creek  church,  Ind.,  on 
account  of  nineteen  accessions,— fourteen  by  bap- 
tism and  five  reclaimed. 


A  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Peter 
Stuckman,  at  the  Cedar  Creek  church,  near  Gar- 
rett, Ind.,  closed  last  Sunday,  with  twenty-two 
baptized  and  one  applicant. 

Those  who  have  renewed  their  subscriptions 
will  please  notice  whether  the  date  to  the  r'ght  of 
their  name  has  been  changed.  Should  any  mis- 
takes have  been  made,   do  not  fail  to  notify  us  at 


SsS^We  would  like  some  one  to  send  us  the 
names  and  addresses  of  all  the  members  who  do 
not  take  the  Messenger— tine  from  each  family. 
We  wish  to  send  them  a  sample  copy  of  the  paper 
and  also  a  catalogue  of  books.  To  any  one  who 
will  send  us  a  list  of  name=,  as  designated,  we  will 
mail  a  copy  of  the  Brethren's  Almanac  for  1896. 
Let  us  have  a  report  from  every  church! 

We  have  just  published  a  new  edition  of  "  Doc- 
trine of  the  Brethren  Defended."  by  Bro.  R.  H. 
Miller.  It  is  one  of  the  best  defenses  of  the  faith 
and  practice  of  the  Brethren  in  print,  and  should  be 
widely  read.  It  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  all  our 
ministers  especially.  Price,  Si. 25.  As  an  induce- 
ment to  ministers  to  purchase  the  work  for  their 
own  use,  we  make  the  price  to  them  Si. 00. 


Bro.  Christian  Hope  was  with  us  over  last 
day.  He  was  on  his  way  home  from  Deni 
having  been  absent  for  eight  months.  He  re 
the  churches  in  both  Denmark  and  Sweden 
encouraging  condition.  A  numlier  were  rec 
into  fellowship  while  he  was  with  them  and  tht 
look  is  hopeful.  He  preached  for  us  on  St 
evening  and  was  listened  to  with  more  than 
nary  interest. 
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Bko.  H.  C  Early  has  just  closed  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Jacksonville,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa., 
with  fourteen  accessions  to  the  church  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism. 


Writing  from  Washington,  Jan.  25,  Bro.  W.  M. 
Lyon  says:  "  I  am  glad  to  report  that  one  more 
precious  soul  has  been  added  to  the  fold  here  by 
baptism,  and  there  are  several  more  applicants. 
The  Lord  is  blessing  the  work." 


We  have  on  hand  a  number  of  marriage  notices 
that  should  have  appeared  before  this,  but  they 
were  mislaid  and  will  now  appear  in  the  next  is- 
sue. Those  who  have  written  us  will  accept  this 
explanation  in  answer  to  their  inquiries. 


One  of  our  Sunday  schools  in  the  West  gave 
twenty-two  dimes  to  as  many  boys  and  girls,  tell- 
ing them  to  make  out.  of  their  dimes  what  they 
could  in  three  months.  As  a  result,  these  children 
handed  in  S6.50  for  the  India  Mission.  The  broth- 
er who  writes  says  the  plan  is  to  be  repeated  the 
coming  summer.    

At  the  close  of  Bro.  Hope's  sermon  in  the  chap- 
el last  Sunday  evening,  one  applied  for  baptism. 
.  D.  L.  Forney  is  now  with  us,  preaching  each 
ling.  He  is  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and  in 
course  of  a  few  weeks  will  start  for  their  mis- 
t  point  in  Arkansas,  making  a  short  stop  in 
them  Illinois. 


SUPPORTING  MISSIONARIES. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  1895,  see  Art.  2,  did  an 
ceedingly  wise  thing  when  she  decided,  respect- 
g  city  missions,  that,  in  order  that  the  ministers 
conducting  such  missions  "  may  give  the  work 
their  entire  time  and  attention,  it  is  necessary  that 
they  receive  a  reasonable  support."  In  former  de- 
cisions it  had  before  decided  that  missionaries  in 
other  fields,  who  give  their  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion to  preaching  the  Gospel  and  building  up  con- 
gregations, should  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable 
support.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Conference 
has  seen  proper  to  encourage  the  support  of  all 
those  giving  their  entire  time  to  mission  work 
whether  in  cities  or  in  the  rural  districts. 

This  is  right  and  just  upon  the  part  of  both  the 
church  and  the  missionaries.  We  have  among  us 
but  few  men  having  sufficient  means  to  support 
themselves  and  their  families  while  they  give  all 
their  attention  and  time  to  the  work  of  the  church, 
and  most  of  them  are  too  far  advanced  in  years  to 
endure  the  hardships  of  the  mission  field.  We 
must  therefore  depend  upon  men  for  this  work, 
who  will  have  to  be  supported,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  all  of  our  churches  will  come  up  man- 
fully and  sustain  the  different  mission  boards  in 
their  undertaking  when  they  place  evangelists  in 
the  field.  It  is  according  to  the  Gospel  that  these 
men  should  receive  their  support  while  they  devote 
their  whole  time  to  the  interest  of  the  church. 
Not  only  so,  but  our  Annual  Conference  has  so 
urged  it,  and  the  different  boards  are  acting  with 
due  authority  when  they  employ  the  right  kind  of 
a  man  and  entrust  an  important  mission  to  him. 

Our  free  ministry  in  the  rural  districts  and  where 
we  have  plenty  of  ministers  is  a  good  thing.  But 
our  work  in  cities  and  the  mission  fields  must  be 
more  or  less  sustained  by  the  churches.  To  place 
the  whole  burden  on  the  ministers,  and  let  the 
whole  church  go  free,  is  not  just.  We  have  strong 
and  we  have  to  compete  with 
must  hold  the  Gospel  up  where 
the  people  can  see  it.  We  must  meet  the  false 
teachings  of  those  who  would  oppose  the  pure 
Gospel,  and  teach  the  people  what  the  whole  Gos- 
pel is,  and  how  it  should  be  obeyed  in  all  of  its 
parts.  To  do  this  in  the  face  of  strong  opposition 
requires  time   and  much  careful  study.    The  op- 
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posers  of  the  whole  Gospel  work  both  week  day 
and  Sunday,  and  our  ministers  in  the  cities  and  in 
the  mission  fields  must  also  work  seven  days  in  the 
week  to  meet  and  overcome  this  strong  opposition. 
If  other  workers  would  give  only  one  day  in  the 
week  to  adverse  teaching,  we  could  meet  them  with 
that  amount  of  work.  But  such  is  not  the  case. 
True,  we  believe  that  the  Lord  is  on  our  side,  and 
for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  we  should  work 
only  the  harder. 

Let  us  no  more,  therefore,  flinch  from  duty  in 
supporting  the  mission  work,  just  because  we  are 
sustaining  a  number  of  men  in  the  field.  We  have 
reached  a  time  when  it  has  become  necessary  to  do 
so.  At  the  same  time  let  not  those  who  can 
preach  at  their  own  expense  slacken  their  ear- 
nest efforts.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  our  ministers 
are  supporting  themselves  while  preaching  a  pure 
Gospel.  They  are  to  be  commended  for  their  zeal 
and  self-denial.  God  has  blessed  their  labors  in 
the  past,  and  he  will  bless  them  in  the  future. 
They  are  making  sacrifices  of  which  the  members, 
as  a  body,  know  but  little,  and  it  is  only  at  the 
judgment  that  they  can  receive  the  true  reward  for 
the  grand  and  far-reaching  work  that  they  are  per- 
forming, j.  h.  M. 


SHALL  THE  REDEEMED  KNOW  EACH  OTHER  IN 
HEAVEN? 

Why  should  we  not  know  each  other  in  the  fu- 
ture state?  We  certainly  shall  know  Jesus,  for  we 
shall  see  him  and  converse  with  him.  He  is  to  be 
the  bridegroom,  and  the  saints  the  bride,  and  it 
would  be  passing  strange  if  the  bride  should  not 
be  permitted  to  know  the  bridegroom  in  the  mar- 
riage state. 

Then  we  shall  know  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, 
for  we  are  to  sit  down  with  them  in  the  kingdom. 
That  is,  we  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  their  society 
in  heaven.  While  in  torments,  in  Hades,  the  rich 
man  could  recognize  both  Lazarus  and  Abraham 
though  they  were  afar  off.  The  redeemed  in  the 
future  state  will  most  assuredly  be  blessed  with  as 
much  knowledge  as  the  condemned.  To  know 
these  will  only  pave  the  way  for  knowing  others. 
Moses  was  called  from  the  unseen  state  to  appear 
on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration,  and  he  was  rec- 
ognized. So  was  Elijah  recognized  on  the  same 
occasion,  and  that  too,  by  men  who  were  yet  in 
the  flesh.  When  this  mortal  coil  shall  be  laid 
aside  we  will  be  in  a  position  to  employ  the  mind 
to  even  a  better  advantage  than  now.  We  shall 
also  sing  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb.  There 
would  be  very  little  comfort  in  singing  this  song 
of  these  persons  should  we  be  in  their  presence 
all  the  while  and  yet  not  be  able  to  recognize  them. 

Each  person  will  most  assuredly  know  his  own 
name  in  the  coming  kingdom,  for  our  names  shall 
be  written  in  the  Book  of  Life.  Each  one  will  cer- 
tainly be  permitted  to  tell  his  name  to  another. 
This  will  open  the  way  for  recognizing  those  we 
meet,  and  also  assist  us  in  finding  those  we  now 
know  in  this  world.  We  will  have  memories  there, 
and  remember  the  things  of  the  past,  for  the  rich 
man  was  told  to  remember  the  good  things  he  en- 
joyed in  this  life.  Well,  if  one  will  be  able  to  re- 
member his  name  in  the  future  state,  and  will  al- 
so be  permitted  to  tell  it  to  others,  what  .will  there 
be  in  the  way  of  finding  and  recognizing  all  of  our 
dear  friends  that  may  be  so  fortunate  as  to  reach 
the  abode  of  the  blest? 

Some  one  suggests  that  not  to  be  able  to  find  a 
particular  friend  in  heaven  would  render  the  future 
life  unhappy.  Well,  God  has  promised  to  wipe 
away  all  tears,  and  by  this  we  understand  that  he 
is  to  remove  all  occasions  for  sorrow.  Then  let 
us  so  live  as  to  make  our  calling  and  election  sure 
and  be  in  a  condition  to  know  and  be  known  when 
we  reach  the  Paradise  of  Godl  j.  h.  m. 
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EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Five. 

FROM  ISMAILIA  TO  BOMBAY. 

The  traveler  who  crosses  the  Atlantic  Ocean  at 
this  season  of  the  year  (December),  supplies 
himself  with  heavy  winter  clothing,  and  makes 
every  preparation  to  keep  warm.  He  who  jour- 
neys southward  on  the  Red  Sea  and  the  Indian 
Ocean,  bearing  close  down  upon  the  Equator,  and 
continues  his  journey  to  India,  desires  the  best 
methods  to  keep  cool.  It  seems  odd  enough  to 
have  a  sweat  pad  under  your  hand  to  keep  the 
perspiration  off  your  paper  while  you  write,  in  the 
midst  of  winter.  Such  was  our  experience  on  our 
southward  journey. 

On  the  morning  of  Nov.  28,  1895,  the  Caledonia, 
with  nearly  five  hundred  passengers,  steamed  out 
of  the  southern  end  of  the  Suez  Canal  and  entered 
one  of  the  notable  seas  of  the  Bible,  whose  waters 
opened  for  the  safe  passage  of  God's  people,  and 
closed  as  quickly  upon  their  cruel  task-masters 
and  pursuers,  overthrowing  and  destroying  the 
host  of  the  King  of  Egypt.  From  the  entrance 
of  the  Sea  at  Suez,  to  the  Straits  of  Babelmandeb 
at  Aden,  where  we  enter  the  Arabian  Sea  and  the 
Indian  Ocean,  the  distance  is  in  round  numbers 
fourteen  hundred  miles.  This  is  the  greatest 
length  of  the  Red  Sea,  whilst  its  extreme  width 
does  not  exceed  two  hundred  miles.  This  body 
of  water  is  the  division  line  between  Asia  and  Af- 
rica, and,  lying  between  two  great  deserts,  the  tem- 
perature is  very  high.  Even  in  the  winter  months 
the  mercury  ranges  as  high  as  100°  in  the  shade. 
In  midsummer  the  heat  is  simply  frightful,  and 
many  who  undertake  the  voyage  at  that  season  of 
the  year  are  overcome  by  the  intense  heat,  and 
are  buried  beneath  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Just  a 
few  months  ago  a  shipload  of  French  soldiers  was 
returning  homeward  from  Madagascar  by  this 
route,  and  some  thirty  of  the  poor  fellows  were 
overcome  by  the  heat  and  were  buried  at  sea. 

At  Suez  we  have  the  place  where  the  Israelites 
passed  through  the  sea,  and  not  far  away  are  the 
fountains,  or  wells,  of  Moses.  We  visited  this 
place  three  years  ago  in  company  with  Bro.  Lah- 
man.  It  is  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  bittter 
waters  of  Marah  where  the  Jews  murmured,  and 
they  longed  for  the  waters  and  fleshpots  of  Egypt. 
It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  go  back  in  the  im- 
agination thirty-three  hundred  years,  and  people 
these  shores  with  the  escaping  Israelites.  Their 
slavery  had  been  long  continued  and  grievous  to 
be  borne,  but  at  last  their  groanings  and  cries, 
forced  from  them  by  the  severity  of  their  bond- 
age and  burdens,  came  up  before  God  and  were 
heard,  and  the  time  of  their  deliverance  was  come. 
In  the  full  hope  of  blessed  freedom,  six  hundred 
thousand  men,  able-bodied  and  strong,  besides  the 
old  and  young,  the  women  and  children,  stood  on 
yonder  shore.  They  had  thus  far  escaped  from 
the  land  of  bondage,  and  now  they  were  shut  in 
by  mountain  and  sea.  The  Egyptian  host  pressed 
hard  upon  them,  determined  to  receive  their  es- 
caping slaves  and  take  them  into  bondage  again. 
To  the  sons  of  Jacob  came  quick  despondency,  su- 
perseding their  high  hopes.  When  all  human 
help  failed  the  Lord  opened  the  waters  of  the  sea, 
and  his  people  passed  through.  The  way  of  es- 
cape became  the  way  of  destruction  to  their  pur- 
suers. How  these  now  silent  shores  and  this 
dark,  silent  sea  must  have  resounded  on  that  spring 
day,  so  long  ago,  to  the  glad  shouts  of  the  victors, 
intermingled  with  the  dying  groans  and  curses 
of  the  drowning  host!  How  the  song  of  Moses, 
and  the  loud  sounding  timbrel  in  the  hands  of 
Miriam  rang  out  over  "  Egypt's  dark  sea."  For 
"Jehovah  had  triumphed  and  his  people  were  free. 

But  while  we  meditate  on  these  scenes  the  ship 


THE    GOSPEL   HVEIESSIESlSrQ-ER,. 

passes  on,  and  Suez,  the  wells  of  Moses,  and  the 
place  of  crossing  are  left  far  behind.  Before  mid- 
day we  pass  the  insignificant  Port  of  Tor,  to  which 
a  line  of  small  Egyptian  steamers  carry  passen- 
gers who  wish  to  visit  Mt.  Sinai  and  do  not  care 
to  make  the  desert  trip.  From  Tor  Mt.  Sinai  can 
be  reached  with  camels  in  two  days,  and  the  dan- 
gers and  fatigue  of  the  long  desert  route  may  be, 
in  part,  avoided.  The  Sinaitic  range  of  mountains 
is  in  full  sight  from  the  ship,  but  the  Mountain  of 
the  Law,  which  is  thirty-seven  miles  away,  is  hid 
from  view  by  the  intervening  hills.  But  it  is  in- 
teresting to  have  a  close  view  of  the  range  of 
mountains  from  one  of  the  peaks  of  which,  amidst 
fire  and  smoke,  and  thunders  and  lightnings,  the 
law  of  God  was  given  to  Moses.  It  has  long 
been  one  of  our  desires  to  visit  Mt.  Sinai,  but  it 
is  not  likely  that  we  shall  ever  sec  more  of  it 
than  was  visible  from  the  deck  of  the  Caledonia 
as  we  steamed  down  the  Red  Sea. 

The  only  other  place  on  the  Red  Sea,  of  gen- 
eral interest,  is  the  Port  of  Jiddah.  Here  the 
Mohammedans  land  on  their  great  annual  pilgrim- 
ages to  Mecca,  the  birth-place  of  the  false  proph- 
et, which  is  sixty  miles  east.  Jiddah  has  a  popu- 
lation, including  the  small  villages  surrounding 
it,  of  about  forty  thousand.  It  has  an  interest  pe- 
culiar to  itself  because  it  is  one  of  the  breeding 
places  of  the  Asiatic  cholera.  Shipload  after 
shipload  of  pilgrims  are  landed  here  from  India 
and  other  parts  of  Asia.  They  bring  with  them 
the  germs  of  the  disease,  and  at  Jiddah  and  Mecca 
it  becomes  epidemic.  The  returning  pilgrims  car 
ry  with  them  the  cholera  germs  to  Egypt,  Pales- 
tine, and  Turkey  in  Europe,  and  as  a  result,  an 
outbreak  of  the  scourge  occurs  on  the  continent. 
It  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  pilgrimages  were 
either  entirely  prohibited,  or  else  placed  under 
such  sanitary  regulations  as  would  prevent  the 
cholera  from  being  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

As  we  continue  our  journey  southward  nearing 
the  Equator,  the  heat  becomes  intense,  the  mer- 
cury ranging  from  eighty-five  degrees  to  ninety 
five  degrees  in  our  state-rooms.  It  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  keep  cool.  In  the  dining-room  great 
fans  or  punkahs,  as  they  are  called,  are  swinging 
back  and  forth,  making  it  more  comfortable  than 
it  otherwise  would  be.  We  are  now  some  two 
thousand  miles  south  and  eight  thousand  miles 
east  of  Chicago,  and  realize  more  than  ever  be- 
fore, that  our  planet  is  very  large.  While  trav- 
eling with  us,  Bro.  Bingaman  told  us  of  a  boy  who 
had  left  his  home  for  the  first  time  and  had  trav- 
eled a  hundred  miles  westward.  When  he  came 
home  he  had  much  to  say  about  what  he  had  seen, 
but  was  most  impressed  with  the  bigness  of  the 
earth.  One  day  he  expressed  himself  in  these 
words,  "  I  tell  you,  father,  if  the  world  is  as  large 
the  other  way  as  it  is  this,  it's  awful  big."  We 
have  something  of  the  same  feeling;  having  trav- 
eled, at  this  writing,  something  like  sixteen  thou- 
sand miles  since  we  left  home,  and  having  nearly 
as  many  more  miles  to  travel  before  getting  home 
again,  we  are  impressed  with  the  thought  that  the 
world  is  big.  With  the  sense  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  globe  comes  increased  reverence  for  the  Al- 
mighty Creator  who  made  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  holds  them  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Dec.  1,  we  cast  anchor  at 
Aden,  the  coaling  station  for  steamers  going  to 
India.  No  sooner  is  the  ship  at  rest  than  it  is  sur- 
rounded with  small  boats  filled  with  men  and 
boys  whose  only  clothing  is  a  piece  of  white  cloth 
wrapped  about  the  loins.  These  are  the  profes- 
sional divers  of  Aden.  A  dozen  of  them  sprang 
nto  the  water  shouting  "  Hab  a  dive,  sir,  hab  a 
dive,  sir?  Throw  in  money,  you  plenty,  me  none." 
A  dozen  black  heads  are  bobbing  about  in  the  wa- 
ter when  a  passenger  throws  a  silver  coin  into  the 
sea.    At  once  the  heads    disappear    and   twenty- 1 
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four  feet  flash  upward  in  the  air  and  then  go  down 
after  the  heads.  For  what  seems  to  us  a  long 
time,  all  is  silent,  then  one  by  one  the  divers  come 
to  the  surface,  while  one,  more  fortunate  than 
his  fellows,  holds  the  coveted  piece  of  silver  in 
his  hand,  shouting  in  triumph,  "  Me  hab  him,  sir." 
Then  the  shouting  is  renewed  and  the  same  scene  is 
enacted  over  and  over  again.  The  divers  climb  up 
the  ropes  and  clamber  over  the  rail  of  the  ship,  and 
then,  like  a  shot,  go  down  into  the  water  thirty 
feet  below.  They  dive  down  on  one  side  of  the 
ship  and  come  up  on  the  other,  and  as  the  Cale- 
donia draws  twenty-four  feet  of  water  and  is  about 
sixty  feet  wide,  it  is  not  an  easy  feat  to  accomplish. 

The  merchants  of  the  town  came  on  board  the 
ship,  offering  for  sale  ostrich  feathers  and  plumes, 
tiger  and  leopard  skins,  baskets  of  curious  work- 
manship filled  with  the  most  beautiful  sea  shells, 
Arab  spears  and  swords,  with  numberless  trinkets 
of  curious  make  and  fine  workmanship.  These 
were  pressed  upon  the  passengers  in  the  most 
persistent  manner.  The  merchants  were  for  the 
most  part  Jews,  and  they  made  every  effort  to  sell 
their  wares.  The  descendants  of  Jacob  are  scat- 
tered to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  and  we 
never  meet  them  in  our  travels  without  thinking 
how  wonderlully  the  Lord  has  dealt  with  them, 
and  how,  in  their  dispersion  the  Scriptures  arc  so 
literally  fulfilled. 

In  a  few  hours  we  are  off  from  Aden  and  pass- 
ing through  the  Straits.  We  took  our  course  a 
little  north  of  east  for  Bombay.  A  stiff  breeze 
known  to  seamen  as  the  northwest  monsoon,  was 
blowing,  but  this  made  the  voyage  very  pleasant. 
Indeed  the  entire  journey  from  Ismailia  to  Bom- 
bay, with  the  exception  of  the  hot  days  and  nights 
on  the  Red  Sea,  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  A 
good  ship,  smooth  seas,  a  balmy  breeze  and  good 
companionship  fell  to  our  lot  all  the  way. 

On  the  morning  of  Dec.  5,  at  eleven  o'clock,  we 
entered  the  harbor  of  Bombay,  and  another  of  our 
long  sea  voyages  was  ended.  We  were  much  re- 
joiced to  see  Bro.  Stover.  He  came  on  board  the 
ship  soon  after  we  cast  anchor.  Knowing  of  his 
serious  illness  and  having  had  no  word  from  him 
for  nearly  a  month,  we  were  much  concerned 
about  his  condition.  But  God  raised  him  up  and 
our  meeting  was  one  of  much  rejoicing.  The  In- 
dia sun  has  given  Bro.  Stover  a  brown  face.  With 
this  exception,  and  the  fact  that  his  face  showed 
the  effects  of  illness,  he  looked  just  as  he  did  when 
we  last  met  at  home.  We  are  now  at  Bombay  and 
are  both  enjoying  excellent  health.  We  have 
abundant  reason  to  thank  God  for  his  goodness 
and  watchful  care  over  us.  In  a  few  days  we  shall 
go  to  Bulsar,  where  sisters  Stover  and  Ryan  are 
anxiously  awaiting  our  coming.  d.  l.  m. 


THE  POOR  FUND. 


Since  our  last  report  in  No.  52  of  1895,  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  have  been  received  for  the  purpose 
of  sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor. 
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Sallie  Shanst 
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Ariz., . 

A  sister,  Smith  Rive 
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Bernice  Ashn 

Va., . 

A.  D.  Bucher 

A  brother  an 

Md...  . 

Wm.  Mallory 

Va., . 

Ida  M.  Wine 

i  H.  Cissl-1,  1'J.. 
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February  I,  1896. 


THE  SANCTITY  OF  THE  MARRIAOE  TIE. 

Not  long  since  I  read  an  able  article  written  by 
Dr.  Parkhurst.  It  stirred  the  spirit  within  me  to 
write,  and  I  have  written,  embodying  some  of  the 
thoughts  and  ideas  gleaned  from  the  pen  of  the 
gifted  writer. 

God  pronounced  the  first  marriage  ceremony, 
and  with  it  gave  the  first  law  of  marriage.  "There- 
fore shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  mother, 
and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife:  and  they  shall  be 
one  flesh."  The  first  bridal  pair  fully  exemplified 
this  law.  "Bone  of  my  bones,  and  flesh  of  my 
flesh"  shows  a  mysterious  spiritual  union  so  sacred 
that  Jesus  Christ,  in  authoritative  language,  says  of 
it,  "  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let 
no  man  put  asunder."  In  every  nuptial  union  the 
law  of  God  is  a  prime  factor.  In  the  marriage  tie 
is  laid  the  foundation  of  the  family,  the  church 
and  the  State.  Destroy  the  first  and  the  other 
two  must  go  down.  I  am  stating  facts  so  patent 
that  proof  is  not  needed.  Admit  this,  and  further, 
that  marriage  is  a  divine  inslitution  ordained  of 
God  for  the  well-being  of  the  human  race,  and  the 
truth  of  my  caption  is  settled. 

The  danger  that  is  staring  us  in  the  face  is  the 
gradual  weakening  of  the  marriage  tie,  and  it  is 
against  this  tendency  that  I  write.  The  family 
first  and  the  church  second  is  God's  order.  De- 
stroy the  family  and  its  holy  and  sacred  relation, 
and  you  destroy  the  foundations  of  society,  dis- 
rupt the  church  and  go  back  to  barbarism.  The 
importance  of  the  family  granted  it  follows  that 
the  marriage  tie,  in  which  the  "  foundations  of  the 
family  are  laid,"  should  be  regarded  as  a  holy,  sa- 
cred relation,  too  holy  and  sacred  to  be  entered 
into  thoughtlessly,  or  to  be  set  aside  by  human 
authority.  A  recent  writer  has  truthfully  said, 
"The  family  structure  will  denote  only  so  much 
in  point  of  beauty,  dignity  and  power  as  is  de- 
noted by  the  marriage  tie  in  which  it  is  grounded. 
Whatever  disturbs  or  menaces  the  foundation,  dis- 
turbs or  menaces  all  that  those  foundations  are 
set  to  sustain."  In  other  words,  weaken  the  mar- 
riage tie  and  you  weaken  the  foundation  of  all 
morality  and  of  civilized  society. 

Bro.  Brumbaugh's  rather  severe  characteriza- 
tion of  Paris  and  the  French  people  only  shows 
in  part  the  result  of  tampering  with  and  weaken- 
ing the  marriage  tie.  But  one  does  not  need  to 
go  to  Paris  for  examples.  Alas,  they  are  much 
too  prevalent  at  home!  Easy  divorce  laws  and 
the  attitude  of  the  Protestant  churches  is  a  strong 
menace  to  the  nuptial  bond,  and  to  the  home  and 
family  relation.  "The  indestructibility  of  the 
marriage  tie"  says  Dr.  Parkhurst,  "is  the  only 
means  by  which  there  can  be  assured  in  us  a  sense 
of  its  holiness."  The  more  frequently  the  tie  is 
broken,  the  less  sacred  and  holy  it  becomes.  The 
divorce  court  breaks  the  tie,  and  the  minister  of  the 
Gospel  (?)  stands  ready  to  legalize  adultery.  And 
thus  the  path  is  made  that  will  inevitably  destroy 
home  and  family.  In  our  own  country  the  adul- 
tery which  is  condoned  in  Paris,  is  legalised  and  has 
the  sanction  of  Church  and  State. 

Marriage  is  entered  into  at  the  whim  or  caprice 
of  the  parties.  They  soon  quarrel,  a  divorce  is 
obtained  and  the  parties  are  married  again,  and 
the  farce  is  repeated  over  and  over,  and  they 
are,  at  the  same  lime,  members  in  good  standing  in 
Protestant  churches;  not  Roman  Catholics. 

In  Egypt,  where  I  am  now  writing,  polygamy 
obtains,  and  we  are  sending  missionaries  out  to 
convert  these  heathen.  Had  we  not  better  begin 
at  home?  Here  the  Mussulman  may  have  two, 
three  or  four  wives  at  the  same  time.  At  home 
the  Christian  (?)  may  have  two,  three  or  four  at 
different  times,  changing  from  one  to  the  other 
by  easy  divorce  laws  to  suit  the  whim  or  rather 
the  lust  of  the  party  or  parties,  and  this  has  the 


sanction  of  the  Christian  ( ?)  church.  Both  are 
adulterous.  Christ  says  so  and  his  followers  should 
say  so  too. 

A  prominent  Protestant  minister  who  has  stud- 
id  well  this  question,  speaking  of  the  retrogres- 
on  of  public  sentiment,  from  the  old  time  high 
standard  of  the  marriage  tie,  says,  "We  clergy- 
men are  in  some  measure  responsible  for  this. 
We  are  often  making  marriage  cheap  by  marry- 
ing over  again  people  that  had  got  tired  of  their 
former  marriage.  A  preacher  would  have  to  de- 
liver a  good  many  sermons  from  his  pulpit  on  the 
sanctity  of  the  home,  to  rub  out  the  mischief  he 
would  do  to  the  home  by  standing  at  the  altar  and 
making  one,  two  people  that  had  no  business  to 
be  anything  but  two." 

Our  own  church,  has  up  to  this  time,  been  kept 
comparatively  pure  and  clean  from  this  burning 
shame  that  rests  like  a  huge  blot  on  Protestant- 
ism. But  it  is  well  for  us  to  inquire,  What  is  the 
tendency  to-day?  Is  it  not  in  the  direction  of  giving 
up  our  strong  Bible  grounds  on  this  question?  Is 
not  the  general  looseness  in  which  the  marriage  tie  is 
held,  gaining  ground?  May  God  pity  us  and  help 
us  to  avert  the  threatened  evil!  D.  L.  M. 


SOLVING  THE  PROBLEM. 


I  want  to  call  attention  to  Bro.  Enoch  Eby's  ar- 
ticle in  Gospel  Messenger,  No.  53,  last  volume. 
At  a  certain  point  he  says,  "  Let  us  all  say,  Amen!  " 
I  say,  "Amen!"  and  I  think  all  will.  Then  he 
adds:  "Our  Minute  Book  has  enough  in  it  to  gov- 
ern the  whole  world,  by  Bible  principles,  if  the 
members  would  only  be  subject  to  it.  If  not,  more 
would  do  no  good:  therefore  let  every  delegate  at 
our  next  General  Conference  answer,  "  No  papers" 

For  my  part,  I  would  like  to  have  many  papers 
go  to  next  General  Conference,  all  asking  the  Con- 
ference to  make  it  the  duty  of  every  State  District, 
to  elect  one  elder,  from  among  the  elders  of  their 
District,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  visit  every  local 
congregation  in  his  District,  at  least  once  a  year. 
He  should  spend  a  few  days,  preach,  and  visit  at 
least  as  many  of  the  officers  as  possible.  He 
should  hold  a  church  council  in  each  church,  and 
set  in  order  the  things  that  are  wanting,  let  it  be  or- 
daining or  whatever  may  be  needed.  Let  him  call 
for  assistance  as  he  may  need  it.  Let  each  congre- 
gation pay  time  and  traveling  expenses,  or  let  the 
State  District  do  so. 

I  would  like  if  another  request  would  go  to  Gen- 
eral Conference  of  1S96,  by  many,  asking  the  Con- 
ference to  make  the  answer  of  Article  Three,  of 
Minutes  of  1889,  a  little  stronger,  saying,  "  It  shall 
be  the  duty  of  elders  and  ministers,  to  see  that 
each  member  in  their  congregation  have  at  least 
one  pastoral  visit  each  year."  The  advice  given  by 
Conference  has  been  almost  universally  disregard- 
ed. I  claim  it  is  one  of  the  best  decisions  made  by 
the  General  Conference  for  many  years.  I  speak 
from  experience.  I  tried  it  in  my  congregation, 
and  I  think  it  is  better  than  a  protracted  meeting  of 
several  weeks. 

Is  it  strange,  when  even  elders  disregard  a  good 
advice,  that  private  members  should  do  the  same 
'hing?  Samuel  Murray. 

Mexico,  lnd. 

REMARKS. 

Bro.  Murray  feels  that  the  above  should  go  be- 
fore the  public,  and  we  are  certain  that  it  will  be 
well  read,  and  will  give  rise  to  considerable  think- 
ing. His  last  suggestion  is  good,  and  if  possible 
should  be  carried  out  by  the  elders,  but  in  many  in- 
stances the  elders  are  too  poor  to  spare  the  time 
required  to  perform  the  pastoral  duty  as  they 
should,  and  for  the  want  of  proper  teaching  the 
members  are  not  inclined  to  render  the  temporal 
assistance  they  should,  so  as  to  enable  their  house- 
keeper to  devote  more  of  his  time  to  the  care  of 
the  flock.  And  still  very  few  elders  are  doing  even 
what  they  can  along  this  line.  We  are  certain 
that  if  they  would  pay  at  least  one  fatherly  visit  to 


each  family  every  year,  it  would  be,  as  our  aged 
brother  says,  worth  as  much  to  the  church  as  a  pro- 
tracted meeting. 

A  presiding  elder— if  the  right  one  happened  to 
be  appointed— might  serve  a  good  purpose  in  a 
few  districts,  where  th«  elders  are  dilatory,  but  as  a 
general  thing  such  an  officer  is  not  needed.  But 
what  we  do  need  is  a  more  active  eldership,  and 
resident  elders  in  all  the  churches,  where  suitable 
material  can  be  found  of  which  to  make  them. 
The  moving  power  of  the  Brethren  church  is  in  the 
eldership,  and  the  more  life  and  ability  we  can  put 
into  this  the  more  our  churches  are  going  to  pros- 
per. The  man  who  can  tell  how  to  do  this  will 
solve  the  problem.  If  a  presiding  elder  would  do 
it,  it  might  be  wise  to  make  the  venture,  but  we 
have  our  doubts.  A  working  elder,  who  can  visit 
every  member  of  his  flock,  as  our  brother  says  he 
did,  and  then  have  the  members  to  assist  him  some 
temporally,  will  probably  come  as  near  solving 
the  problem  as  any  one  thing  we  can  name  at 
this  time.  However,  we  would  suggest  that  these 
two  questions  be  discussed  at  some  of  our  Minis- 
terial meetings.     They  are  live  subjects.      ].  H.  M. 


-— <#  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *~~- 

PERFECT  THROUGH  SUFFERING. 

God  never  would  send  you  the  darkness 

If  he  thought  you  could  bear  the  light; 

But  you  would  not  cling  to  his  guiding  hand 

If  the  way  were  always  bright. 

And  you  would  not  care  to  walk  by  faith 

Could  you  always  walk  by  sight. 

'Tis  true  he  has  many  an  anguish 

For  your  sorrowful  heart  to  bear. 

And  many  a  cruel  thorn-crown 

For  your  tired  head  to  wear. 

He  knows  how  few  would  reach  heaven  at  all. 

If  pain  did  not  guide  them  there. 

So  he  sends  you  the  blinding  darkness 

And  the  furnace  of  seven-fold  heat; 

'Tis  the  only  way,  believe  me, 

To  keep  you  close  to  his  feet, 

For  'tis  always  so  easy  to  wander 

When  our  lives  are  glad  and  sweet. 

Then  nestle  your  hand  in  the  Father's 

And  sing,  if  you  can,  as  you  go; 

Your  song  may  cheer  some  one  behind  you 

Whose  courage  is  sinking  low 

And,  well,  if  your  lips  do  quiver, 

God  will  love  you  the  better,  so. 

— Selected. 

THE  HIGHER  LIFE. 

BY  A.  HUTCHISON. 

This  is  New  Year's  Day,  and  I  have  been  won- 
dering how  many  of  us  are  fully  satisfied  with  our 
last  year's  work?  Do  we  not  see  a  higher  plane 
ahead, — a  field  which  has  never  been  explored  by 
us?  And  is  it  not  among  the  possibilities  for  us? 
Seeing  it  thus,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  eaoh  of  us  to 
put  forth  our  best  efforts  to  attain  unto  it?  There 
are  several  reasons  why  we  should  do  so. 

1.  Our  relation  to  him  who  is  ever  ready  to  say, 
"Friend,  go  up  higher."  When  we  consider  how 
much  he  has  done  for  us,  and  that  it  is  his  good- 
ness that  leads  men  and  women  to  repentance,  we 
ought  each  to  say,  As  for  me,  I  am  going  to  work 
more  diligently  this  year,  than  ever  before. 

2.  We  should  put  forth  our  best  efforts,  not  only 
that  we  may  each  glorify  God  in  our  own  bodies, 
and  spirits,  but  that  we  may  also  provoke  others, 
to  "  emulation  "  in  the  good  work. 

3.  Still  another  reason  why  we  should  ascend 
the  scale,  is,  that  those  without  may  take  knowl- 
edge of  us,  that  we  have  been  with  Jesus,  and 
learned  of  him,  and  that  they  may,  in  that  way,  be 
constrained  to  glorify  God  also.  By  our  good 
works  and  chaste  conversation,  they  may  be  im- 
pressed with  the  fact  that  there  is  something  in 
the  religion  of  Christ  that  is  worth  seeking  for. 
We  cannot  afford  to  make  ourselves  indifferent  to- 
the  fact  that  our   daily  life   is   wielding   an    influ- 

I  ence  o«er  others.     The  language  of  Jesus  is  such; 
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as  to  prompt  each  of  us  to  take  our  past  and 
present  life  under  a  careful  review.  Christ's  words 
are,  "  He  that  is  not  with  me  is  against  me;  and 
he  that  gathereth  not  with  me  scattered  abroad  " 
Matt.  12:  30.  O,  what  will  the  end  be,  if  we  are 
dragging  some  soul  from  heaven?  Let  us  live 
higher  this  year! 
McPkerson,  Kajis. 

MUST  WE  FORQ1VE  IN  ORDER  TO  BE  CHRIST-LIKE? 

BY  D.  F.  RAMSEY. 

With  lightning  rapidity  flashes  back  the  answer 
from  the  everlasting  Word  of  God  in  thundering 
tones,  "Except  ye  forgive  men  their  trespasses, 
neither  will  your  Heavenly  Father  forgive  you." 

Something  comes  ringing  down  through  heart 
and  mind  and  soul,  "Crucify  self,"  "Crucify  self," 
"  Forgive  with  all  the  fullness  of  thy  soul  or  ye 
are  none  of  his."  Oh  God.  can  it  be  possible!  Yes, 
we  know,  to  harbor  anger,  ill-will  or  malice  in  our 
hearts  debars  us  forever  from  the  presence  of  God. 
The  heart  must  be  pure  and  undefiled,  or  where 
Christ  and  the  angels  are  we  can  never  dwell. 
Then,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  good,  and  pure, 
and  holy,  why  profess  to  be  the  children  of  the 
Most  High,  when,  by  our  actions,  we  show  to  the 
world  those  things  we  cannot  hide  from  man, 
much  less  from  God? 

Why  harbor  in  our  hearts  evil?  Why  treat 
those,  whom  we  call  brethren,  with  indifference, 
coldness,  yea,  sometimes  with  seeming  contempt? 
If  a  man  err,  it's  wrong  to  hate  him."  "  If  a  man 
sin,  rebuke  him;  if  he  repent,  forgive  him."  In- 
stead of  condemning,  we  should  be  charitable. 
Our  hearts  should  go  out  in  pity,  love  and  sym- 
pathy for  such  an  one.  We  should  pray  earnestly, 
that  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  would  enlighten 
their  minds  and  understanding,  and  breathe  into 
our  souls  the  Spirit  of  the  Master:  "  Father,  for- 
give them,  they  know  not  what  they  do."  The 
adage  is,  "  'Tis  human  to  err,  to  forgive  divine." 
The  Apostle  Paul  says,  "Brethren,  if  a  man  be 
overtaken  in  a  fault,  ye  which  are  spiritual  restore 
(or  forgive)  such  an  one,  etc.  We  often  restore 
such  to  fellowship,  but  not  to  love  and  affection. 
Our  lips  too  often  say,  "We  forgive,"  while  our 
actions  say,  "We'll  not  forget."  Dear  Lord,  move 
by  thy  spirit  upon  our  selfish  hearts,  and  narrow, 
contracted  minds!  Dispel  evil  surmisings  and  all 
that  is  antagonistic  to  love  and  harmony!  Help 
us  to  refrain  from  bickering,  strife,  whisperings 
and  back-bitings!  Keep  us  from  saying  anything 
against  any  one,  that  we  would  be  ashamed  to  say 
in  their  presence!  Why  should  we  linger  along 
the  hedges  and  highways  of  sin,  when  it's  only  a 
step  over  the  line,  on  to  the  broad  plain  of  God's 
unchanging  love?  Help  us,  dear  Lord,  to  linger 
and  ponder  on  that  beautiful  beatitude,  "  Blessed 
are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God." 
Conemaugk,  Pa. 

SOCIABILITY. 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

The  Apostle  Paul  believed  in  being  acquainted 
with  the  Brethren  to  whom  he  preached,  for  in 
Acts  15:  36  we  read,  "And  some  days  after,  Paul 
said  unto  Barnabas,  Let  us  go  again  and  visit 
our  brethren  in  every  city  where  we  have  preached 
the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  see  how  they  do.  In 
chapter  16:  13,  14,  >5.  *e  read  that  Paul  bn. 
Sabbath  went  out  of  the  city  by  a  river  side,  where 
prayer  was  wont  to  be  made.  There  he  sat  down 
and  spake  unto  the  women  which  resorted  thith- 
er. "  A  woman  named  Lydia,  attended  unto  the 
things  which  were  spoken  of  Paul,"  was  baptized, 
and  her  household.  Then  she  felt  very  grateful  o 
Paul  and  Timothy,  and  invited  them  to  come  into 
her  house,  and  abide  there. 

Our  Savior  often  visited  the  humble  home  of 
Martha  and  Mary  at  Bethany,  Luke  10:  40,  ana 
talked  with  them  about  spiritual  th.ngs  Many 
sisters  form   the  idea  that  Martha  had-they  are 


cumbered  about  much  serving  when  guests  come. 
Sociability  does  not  alone  consist  in  eating  and 
drinking.  The  many  precious  souls  who  have  re- 
cently come  into  the  fold  should  not  be  neglected. 
Visit  them!  Give  them  spiritual  food  every  day! 
'e  are  all  in  the  world,  and  consequently  have 
ie  dealings  with  it.  Religion  can  be  made  a 
social  topic.  The  Savior  uses  many  beautiful 
parables,  to  suit  all  conditions  of  men.  Recently 
I  heard  this  remark  about  a  young  man,  who  was 
so  earnestly  urged  to  join  a  church.  He  said,  that, 
after  he  joined,  the  members  ceased  talking  to 
him.  They  scarcely  noticed  his  absence  from  the 
meetings,  thinking  they  had  him  secure.  But,  sad 
to  say,  through  their  coldness,  etc.,  he  went  back 
to  the  beggarly  elements  of  the  world. 

May  we  all  try  to  be  more  sociable  and  encour- 
age our  young  people  to  walk  in  "  Wisdom's  Ways," 
for  "  a  merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a  medicine:  but 
a  broken  spirit  drieth  the  bones."     Prov.  17:  22. 

Middletoivn,  Pa. 


YOUR  DAUQHTERS. 


We  overheard  a  remark  made  by  one  woman  to 
another  the  other  day  that  her  daughter  who  had 
just  become  old  enough  to  begin  to  be  of  some  use 
so  that  she  would  begin  to  pay  for  her  bringing  up, 
was  going  to  get  married.  We  thought,  "A  new 
kind  of  merchandise  for  this  country!  So  you  are 
bringing  up  your  daughter  for  the  money  there  is 
in  it  for  you!  Better  sell  her,  then,  to  the  highest 
bidder  as  some  other  heathen  do.  Surely,  Chris- 
tian mothers  will  not  stoop  so  low  as  to  make 
merchandise  of  their  daughters,  for  what  else  is  it 
when  mothers  take  this  view  of  things,  and  look 
upon  their  children  as  worth  so  many  dollars  and 
cents  to  them.  Indeed,  children  can  never  repay 
a  wise,  loving  and  tender  parent's  care  and  train- 
ing, and  the  child  who  has  a  proper  regard  for  that 
parent,  will  do  all  in  its  power  for  the  parent's  wel- 
fare and  happiness,  but  when  children  are  valued 
as  were  the  slaves  of  thirty  years  ago,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  many  consider  the  sale  of  themselves, 
body  and  soul,  excusable. — Herald  of  Truth. 


"Some  women  are  stronger  than  some  men,  and 
some  men  are  gentler  than  some  women;  but 
it  still  remains  true  that  strength  is  the  dominant 
characteristic  of  the  one  sex,  and  gentleness  of  the 
other.  God  ordained  it  so,  and  so  it  is.  We  have 
no  sympathy  with  any  scheme  or  movement  of 
any  kind  or  character  that  proposes  to  ignore  this 
fact  or  to  alter  it.  As  far  as  we  are  personally  con- 
cerned, we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  in  a  world 
made  up  largely  of  masculine  women  or  effeminate 
men  we  should  scarcely  count  life  worth  living." 


>-*  CORRESPONDENCE  *-< 


fryChurch  News  solicited  for  this  Departrr 

ceting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  I 

ve  name  of  church,  county  and  stale.  Be  brie 
_  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertiseme 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample 

Death  of  Eld.  Win.  Howe. 

Jan.  14,  1896,  our  beloved  elder,  Wm.  Howe, 
passed  peacefully  away,  aged  73  years,  I  month 
and  23  days.  Bro.  Howe  was  born  near  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  21,  1822.  He  united 
with  the  Brethren's  church  at  about  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  six  of  his  brothers  and 
sisters  were  baptized  by  Bro.  Umsted.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah,— daughter  of  Eld.  Jacob  Mohler,  of 
Mifflin  Co.,  Pa„  Dec.  28,  1848,  and  settled  near 
where  he  died. 

He  was  elected  to  the  ministry  in  October,  1849, 
and  ordained  to  the  eldership  some  eighteen  years 
ago.  He  was  an  able  and  efficient  minister.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  convictions,  sound  in  judg- 
ment, gentle  in  discipline.  He  ruled  his  family 
and  the  church  over  which  he  presided,  with  love, 
and  as  a  result  he  gathered  around  him  a  band  of 
loving,  faithful  workers  for  Christ. 

As  a  legacy  to  the  world  he  has  left  a  family  of 


children,  all  consecrated  to  Christ.  Three  of  their 
children  died  in  infancy.  Two  of  them,— Jacob 
and  Edward,— are  deacons  in  the  church.  Wm. 
M.  is  a  minister,  now  preaching  at  Amwell,  New 
Jersey.  Lizzie  is  engaged  in  active  mission  work 
among  the  poor  of  Chicago;  Emma  Vandyke  is 
teaching  at  Beatrice,  Nebr.;  Minnie  is  at  home 
and  Roland  is  in  Philadelphia;  Joseph  and  Susan 
having  died  a  few  years  ago.  Bro.  Howe  was  an 
able  counselor  and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  for 
the  church  outside  of  his  own  congregation.  He 
had  strong  and  abiding  faith  in  all  the  means  of 
grace,  and  having  availed  himself  of  all  of  them, 
he  calmly  and  peacefully  fell  asleep  to  await  the 
great  awakening  when  Jesus  will  make  all  things 
new.  He  died  with  the  blessed  assurance  of  the 
twenty-third  Psalm.  Funeral  largely  attended  and 
improved  by  the  Brethren,  from  the  words;  "For 
me  to  live  is  Christ  and  to  die  is  gain." 

S.  J.  Swigart. 
Leiutstown,  Pa. 


Royal  Crumbs. 


It  is  gratifying  not  only  to  note  but  to  read  the 
many  communications  of  our  sisters  to  the  Messen- 
ger.  In  No.  1  at  least  ten  sisters  had  letters  in  the 
Messenger,  and  in  No.  2  there  were  fourteen. 
The  time  was  when  this  channel  was  not  so  wide 
open  to  sisters,  but,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  they  can  now  send  forth  many  sweet  mes- 
sages, as  well  as  the  brethren,  to  comfort,  edify, 
and  encourage  those  of  like  precious  faith. 

What  a  beautiful  world  this  is!  God  made  ev- 
erything good,  and  all  he  made  may  be  good  to  ev- 
ery one,  if  he  will.  If  we  annoy  ourselves  by  the 
abuse  of  the  good,  then  we  think  this  great,  good 
earth  is  not  good  to  us.  If  we  choose  earth-force, 
such  as  cares,  vexations,  hatred,  bitterness,  anxie- 
ties and  want  of  trust  in  God,  then  we  blame  this  ex- 
cellent world  made  by  the  Word  of  God.    What 

follyl 

*  •  • 

There  is  quite  a  settlement  of  members  being 
made  at  Inglewood,  Cal.,  and  regular  services  are 
now  being  held.  Three  ministers  have  located 
here,  and  the  outlook  for  a  local  church  is  quite 
promising.  This  is  a  successful  way  of  mission  ef- 
forts. M.  M.  Eshelman. 

Upper  Twin  Notes,  Ohio. 

I  began  a  short  series  of  meetings  at  Euphemia, 
Preble  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  5,  closing 
the  15th,  with  one  applicant  for  baptism.  The 
number  that  were  "  near  the  kingdom,"  God  only 
knows.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  very 
large  audiences  each  evening,  and-good  results  will 
surely  follow. 

Our  line  of  work  was  of  a  doctrinal  character, 
chiefly  because  of  (  1 )  the  new  field  occupied;  (2) 
the  strangeness  of  our  doctrine;  and  (3)  peculiarity 
of  our  members  in  attendance.  The  house  used  for 
the  meetings  is  the  private  property  of  Bro.  John 
Boomershine,  of  the  Wolf  Creek  church,  and  pur- 
chased of  the  "  New  Lutherans  "  a  year  ago.  It  is 
situated  in  the  very  pleasant  village  of  Euphemia, 
contiguous  to  Lewisburg  on  the  C.  J.  8:  M.  R.  R. 
The  twin  sister  towns  hold  the  enviable  reputation 
of  not  having  a  saloon  within  their  borders. 

Praise  God,  that  we  have  one  town  in  our  County 
at  least,  where  "local  option"  prevails!  We 
found  the  people  courteous,  refined,  and  ready  to 
receive  the  Word  of  God.  Eld.  Resin  Stevens,  of 
the  Price's  Creek  church,  within  whose  territory 
the  church  is  situated,  supplies  the  little  flock  with 
spiritual  food  once  a  month. 

Bro.  Boomershine  has  done  a  noble  work  in  buy- 
ing this  property  and  his  example  is  worthy  of  imi- 
tation by  others.  Brethren,  push  your  way  into  the 
towns  and  cities,  for  "the  fields  are  white  unto  the 
harvest!  "  Many  are  tired  of  this  fashionable  relig- 
ion and  are  longing  for  songs,  prayers,  and  sermons 
that  have  the  old-time  ring. 

An  old  resident  of  the  town,  on  seeing  some  of 
our  young  sisters,  was  heard  to  remark,  "  See  those 
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Ohio,  is  now  forcibly 
Spirit  at  our  Whcatvill 
evening  of  the   18th, 


nice  young  girls;  how  nice  and  modest  they  look, 
and  they  are  not  ashamed  of  their  profession  ei- 
ther." May  God's  blessings  attend  the  young  sol- 
diers of  Jesus,  who  are  not  ashamed  of  the  full  uni- 
form, even  on  the  borderland. 

If  all  goes  well  I  hope  to  begin  meetings  at 
Price's  Creek,  (Central  house)  Feb.  o.  Bro.  H.  M. 
Barwick  has  returned  from  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
and  will  likely  be  with  us  during  the  coming  spring 
and  summer.  Bro.  David  S.  Filbrum,  of  Brandt, 
ielding  the  Sword  of  the 
louse.  He  began  on  the 
d  will  continue  for  some 
weeks.  He  is  having  increasing  congregations  and 
excellent  interest.  We  extend  kindly  Christian 
greeting  to  the  saints  in  every  land. 

A.  G.  Crosswhite. 
Gratis,  Ohio,  Jan.  21. 

From  Upper  Fall  Creek,  Ind. 

We  only  have  meeting  at  Middletown  once  a 
month.  We  would  like  to  have  it  oftener  if  we 
had  ministerial  force  enough  to  run  it.  Bro.  D. 
F.  Hoover  does  the  preaching,  but  he  is  gone  a 
great  deal  of  the  time  and  often  has  to  get  some 
one    in    his    place.    There    should   be   a   minister 


not  some  one 
me  willing  to  do 
ur  elder,   D.    F. 

H.   L.   Fadely, 


:  one  to  hold  it, 


located   in    Middletown.     Is   then 

who  would  like  to  come?     Any 

so,  will   please  correspond  with   1 

Hoover,  Sulphur  Springs,  Ind.,  f 

Honey  Creek,  Ind.     They  will  gi 

formation. 

We  have  a  Bible  class  every  Wednesday  n 

at  the  old  church.     We  talk  of  having  a  serie 

meetings  here,  if  we  can  find  so 
and  one  at  Beach  Grove. 

I  have  a  new  plan  for  mission  and  church  work: 
Let  each  member  lay  up  ten  cents  of  each  dollar 
received.  If  this  is  done,  there  will  be  no  lack 
of  money  to  keep  up  church  expenses  and  hav- 
ing a  series  of  meetings  at  each  church  in  the 
community.  We  will  always  have  plenty  to  live 
on,  if  we  do  our  part  for  the  Lord,  for  he  will 
always  add  his  blessing.  We  are  too  much  in- 
clined to  think  we  have  nothing  for  missionary 
or  church  work,  but  when  we  want  anything  to 
satisfy  our  temporal  wants  we  can  always  manage 
some  way  to  get  it.  If  we  adopt  the  plan  referred 
to  we  can  always  have  plenty  for  the  Lord. 

Florida  J.  E.  Green. 
Middletown,  Ind.,  Jan.  22. 


From  North  Dakota. 


[Leaving  Farnam,  Nebr.,  Bro.  Marshall  Cole- 
bank  drove  through  to  North  Dakota  with  a  team, 
being  accompanied  by  two  of  his  children.  He 
writes  a  very  interesting  description  of  the  trip,  but 
we  can  make  room  for  only  one  extract  from  his 
communication. — Ed.] 

We  are  bound  for  the  Devil's  Lake  or  Turtle 
Mountain  country.  We  crossed  the  Missouri  River 
from  Niobrara  City  to  Running  Water,  S.  D.,  on  the 
ice,  though  it  was  not  considered  safe.  Then  we 
went  due  north  to  Mitchell,  our  first  objective 
point.  The  country  was  well  improved  and  nearly 
level,  so  that  we  traveled  due  north  for  thirty-six 
miles  on  one  section  line.  As  we  passed  along  we 
were  very  forcibly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  we 
were  passing  through  a  land  of  church-going  peo- 
ple, for  with  a  regularity  which  we  never  before 
witnessed,  good-sized  churchhouses,  mostly  plain 
and  well  painted,-with  roomy  sheds  near  many  of 
them,  for  teams-had  been  built  by  the  roadside 
They  were  almost  as  common  as  schoolhouses 
We  believe  there  was  a  churchhouse  in  three- 
fourths  of  the  school  districts  for  about  sixty  miles 

Then,  as  we  passed  Mitchell,  the  whole  country 
seemed  to  take  on  a  decided  change.  There  was 
less  evidence  of  thrift  among  the  farmers.  That 
part  of  South  Dakota  had  a  very  prolific  crop  of 
Russian  thistles. 

I  can  say  many  good  things  of  the  people  of 
South  Dakota.    They  are  a  temperate  people  and 


they  have  temperance  laws.  They  do  not  tolerate 
the  dram  shop  or  beer  den  excepting  in  rare  cases, 
like  that  of  Aberdeen,  the  nicest  and  largest  town 
we  saw  in  South  Dakota.  Instead  of  having 
saloons  people  save  their  dimes  and  build  church- 
houses. 

We  are  now  stopping  in  a  temperance  town.  We 
have  been  attending  preaching  here  in  the  Baptist 
church.  A  Baptist  minister  from  Fargo,  N.  D., 
has  been  here  the  last  two  weeks,  preaching.  In 
the  minister's  language,  "  For  fear  that  some  of  us 
are  too  cool  and  indifferent  or  lacking  somewhat  in 
Gospel  harmony,  I  shall  first  direct  my  labors  to 
the  tuning  up  of  us  members  into  the  key  of  Jesus 
Christ,  so  that  we  may  work  together  in  perfect 
harmony."  I  liked  that  part  of  his  programme, 
and  was  made  to  think  that  some  of  our  own  minis- 
ters might  improve  considerably  along  this  line,  to 
the  great  benefit  of  the  church. 

Another  thought  was,  that  many  of  our  ministers 
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As  nearly  all  the 


men  in  town  are  members  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
lodges,  of  course  their  hearts  (like  the  hearts  of 
their  minister)  are  more  interested  working  for,  and 
building  up,  their  respective  secret  orders,  rather 
than  the  church.  A  great  many  of  the  secret  order 
men  say  by  their  actions,  "  We  can't  afford  to 
serve  two  masters.  We  can't  keep  up  the  church 
and  the  lodge,  too.  Our  minister  is  a  good  lodge 
member.  He  won't  work  against  the  lodge.  He 
works  for  the  church  for  what  money  there  is  in  it. 
Then  he  identifies  himself  with  our  lodge;  increas- 
ing its  membership,  pays  his  initiation  fee  and  his 
not-to-be-neglected  quarterly  dues  into  our  treas- 
ury, out  of  his  church  salary,  comes  regularly  to 
lodge,  and  enjoys  all  its  pleasures,  rights  and  privi- 
leges. Thus  he  not  only  works  for  the  lodge  for 
nothing,  but  he  pays  money  into  our  coffers  to  in- 
sure to  himself  the  enjoyment  of  all  its  hilarities 
with  us.  He  is  our  best  man.  We  want  all  the 
preachers  we  can  get,  because  they  are  at  a  premi- 
um with  us.  Treat  them  encouragingly.  Pass  them 
along  up  the  scale  of  degrees,  even  a  little  faster 
than  they  deserve  and  we  will  soon  have  them  as 
our  absolute  slaves.  The  church  may  possibly 
turn  them  out,  if  they  don't  desert  it.  In  either  case 
we  will  be  on  the  lookout  for  their  successor.  We 
are  always  on  the  lookout  for  the  coming  young 
men.  Keep  them  in  the  dark  as  regards  this  mat- 
ter, for  if  they  come  to  find  out  the  true  state  of  af- 
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g  men,  these  merchandise 
body,  revolt;  for  fear  their 
so  weak  that  their  own  salar- 
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preachers   may,  in 
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ies  will  stop." 

This,  we  contend,  is  a  fair  representation  of  the 
relations  between  church  and  lodge.  In  cities  and 
towns  all  over  our  land,  the  majority  of  church-go- 
ing people  are  women  and  children;  not  men  and 
children.  For  Jesus'  sake,  for  the  sake  of  his 
church  here  on  earth,  and  for  the  sake  of  fallen  hu- 
manity all  around,  it  behooves  us,  as  his  true  fol- 
lowers, that  we,  in  perfect  harmony  of  mind  and 
spirit,  muster  all  our  forces,  and  march  out  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  a  solid  spiritual  phalanx 
against  the  one  greatest  and  most  obstinate  of  all 
existing  evils.  Let  us  never  forget  to  put  on  the 
whole  armor  of  God.  Marshall  Colebank. 

Ellendale,  North  Dakota,  Jan.  11. 


From  Mt.  Carroll,  III. 

Bro.  Witmore  came  here  Jan.  5  and  preached 
each  night  and  Sunday  forenoon  for  three  weeks. 
Attendance  and  attention  were  excellent  all  through, 
and  we  think  the  doctrine,  as  the  Brethren  preach 
and  practice,  was  perhaps  never  more  boldly  and 
plainly  declared  from  this  stand.  The  discourses 
as  to  secrecy,  non-combativeness,  feet-washing, 
non-conformity,  etc.,  cou[d  not  be  more  strongly 
contended  for.  One  was  baptized  on  Sunday  be- 
fore meeting.  At  the  close  of  the  Sunday  morning 
service  one  more  came  forward,  and  threw  herself 
on  her  knees  in  front  of  the  stand.  It  seemed  as  if 
the  house  was  filled  with  the  Spirit.  You  could 
scarcely  see  a  dry  eye  any  where.  I  never  felt  it 
more  powerfully.  The  meeting  closed  last  night. 
Others  are  very  near  the  kingdom.  One  man,  who 
has  been  under  heavy  conviction  for  years,  left  the 
house,  not  being  able  to  stand  it.     Noah  Blough. 

From  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

The  visiting  committee  met  at  Huntingdon  dur^)l 
ing  the  special  Bible  Term,  to  attend  to  their  / 
duties  in  relation  to  the  Juniata  College.  We  were 
much  gratified  to  find  everything  in  such  good 
working  order.  We  hope  to  see  the  day  come 
when  the  Brethren  will  patronize  our  own  schools. 
Brethren's  schools  should  be  utilized  for  our  chil- 
dren. 

While  we  were  in  Huntingdon,  the  committee 
from  Annual  Meeting  came,  and  we  were  present 
to  hear  their  work.  In  many  respects  this  was  the 
most  remarkable  case  that  ever  came  before  a 
committee  from  Annual  Meeting.  The  demand 
for  the  committee  originated  away  from  home. 
The  investigation  revealed  the  fact  that  the 
trouble  complained  of  had  no  existence.  Not  a 
single  charge  out  of  seventeen  was  sustained  ex- 
cept a  few  minor  points.  An  excellent  spirit  per- 
vaded the  entire  meeting.  The  committee  did 
their  work  faithfully  and  impartially.  The  inves- 
tigation was  of  the  most  searching  nature.  The 
committee  is  to  publish  a  vindication  of  the  Hunt- 
ingdon church.  Jas.  A.  Sell. 

McKee's  Gap,  Pa.,  Jan.  2$. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country," 


Root  River  Church,  Minn.— We  held  our  quar- 
terly council  Jan.  3,  which  was  well  attended.  The 
spirit  of  God  being  manifest,  all  business  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  Our  elder,  John  Broadwater, 
gave  us  very  good  admonitions  at  the  close  of  the 
meeting. — Lizzie  Broadwater. 

Lower  Payton,  Pa.— Dec.  22  Bro.  Levi  S.  Mohler 
came  to  the  Big  Swatara  church,  holding  a  two 
weeks'  series  of  meetings,  that  seemed  to  be  so 
piercing  as  to  reach  the  heart  of  every  one  in  divine 
presence.  The  members  were  very  much  instructed 
as  to  their  duty  toward  one  another.—^.  /.  Shape, 
Jan.  22. 

Garrett,  Ind.— Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  commenced 
a  series  of  meetings  on  New  Year's  evening  at  the 
Cedar  Creek  church,  four  miles  from  here.  Good 
interest  was  manifested  throughout,  and,  as  a  re- 
sult, twenty-two  were  buried  by  baptism  and  one 
applicant  for  baptism.  Nearly  all  of  them  are 
young  people.  We  are  glad  to  see  them  come. 
Meeting  closed  Jan.  25.— D.  E.  Hoover,  Jan.  2j. 

McKee's,  Pa.— I  expect  to  go  to  the  Glade  Run 
church,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  2,  to  assist  at  the 
dedication  of  a  new  meetinghouse.  My  father, 
who  is  in  his  eighty-sixth  year,  fell  through  the 
barn  about  twelve  feet,  a  few  days  ago.  He  is 
painfully,  but,  we  think,  not  seriously  hurt.  The 
Lord  has  given  me  life  for  fifty  years,  and  during 
I  have  suffered  but  little  pain.  Lately, 
I  had  an  attack  of  inflammatory  rheuma- 
m  nearly  well  now,  and  am  a  little  wiser, 
a  practical  knowledge  of  pain  is  CQn- 
ctmed.-Jas.  A.  Sell,  Jan.  25. 
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Germantown,  Va.— To-day  we  had  our  regular 
council  at  the  old  brick  church.  Everything  that 
came  before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  satis- 
factorily. The  church  is  enjoying  peace  and  har- 
mony. One  was  received  to-day  by  baptism.—/. 
IV.  Ikenberry,  Wirts,  Va.,Jan.  18. 

North  Bethel,  Mo.— The  Brethren  at  this  place 
held  a  series  of  meetings  beginning  Dec.  25,  by 
the  home  ministers,  and  continued  until  Jan.  5. 
Bro.  Whitmer,  from  Hamlin,  Kans.,  came  to  us  at 
that  time,  and  preached  until  Jan.  20.  There  were 
two  additions  by  baptism.  Both  were  young  in 
years.  Attendance  and* attention  were  good. — Sa- 
rah Haines,  Jan.  3j. 

Woodbury  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman 
came  to  us  Jan.  2  and  preached  to  us  from  Matt. 
11:29,  "Learn  of  me."  Bro.  Wm.  Ritchey  began 
a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  4,  and  preached  each 
evening  until  Jan.  18.  He  very  strongly  appealed 
to  the  wandering  to  return,  but  without  a  response. 
We  trust  the  seed  sown  may  be  gathered  not  many 
days  hence.—/.  C.  Stayer,  Jan.  22. 

Chiques  Church,  Pa. — We  have  received  into 
the  church  twenty-six  members  by  baptism  in  the 
year  just  passed;  thirteen  by  letter,  three  re- 
claimed and  lost  twelve  by  death,  fourteen  by  let- 
ter and  four  disowned.  This  leaves  the  church 
with  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  members.  We 
elected  one  minister  and  advanced  two  to  the  sec- 
ond degree  of  the  ministry. — Henry  S.  Z?ig,Jan.  22. 

Big  Creek  Church,  Okla.— At  our  quarterly 
council  all  things  passed  off  pleasantly.  One  dear 
sister  came  to  Christ,  to  walk  in  the  light  of  the 
Gospel.  Three  have  united  with  us  by  letter. 
We  have  three  regular  appointments  each  month. 
We  also  have  Bible  or  prayer 
week;    also   singing   once  a  week, 
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A.  G.Fillmore,  Jan.  21. 

Meyersdale,  Pa— Bro.  S.  F 
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Sanger  labored  earnestly  and  gave  to  saint  and 
sinner  instructions  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 
We  need  preachers  who  build  up  the  church  in 
faith,  zeal  and  unity  as  well  as  numbers.—/.  C. 
/ohnson,  Jan.  20. 

Lordsburg,  Cal.— Jan.  6  our  quarterly  church- 
meeting  occurred.  Our  elder,  W.  J.  Thomas, 
from  Inglewood.  presided.  There  was  the  us- 
ual amount  of  business,  which  was  disposed  of  in 
one  hour  and  thirty  minutes.  The  cause  of  this 
ready  adjustment  was  the  unanimity  of  sentiment. 
Sunday,  Jan.  19,  two  young  men  applied  for  mem- 
bership and  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 
Bro.  Andfew  Hutchison  will  begin  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  near  future.— B.  F.  Masterson. 

Our  Sunday  School  Quarterlies— I  am  very 
much  pleased  with  the  improvement  noticeable  in 
the  new  Quarterlies  for  1896.  I  think  they  are  ful- 
ly up  to  the  standard,  and  in  some  respects  excel 
any  other  Quarterlies  I  have  examined.  Our  Sun- 
day school  was  reorganized  Jan.  I,  and  we  hope, 
under  the  new  management  and  superior  helps,  to 
be  able  to  accomplish  more  for  the  Master  this 
year  than  formerly.  May  the  Spirit  of  God  direct 
the  work  all  along  the  line!—/.  Edwin  Jones, 
Grundy  Centre,  Iowa. 

Blue  Ridge  Church,  IU.-Bro.  I,  M.  Gibson 
came  to  us  on  Saturday,  Jan.  II,  and  held  three 
meetings,  when  his  throat  gave  out,  and  Bro.  D. 
Gibson  took  up  the  work,  and  held 
ings.  Then  Bro.  I.  M.  Gibson  return 
six  meetings.  The  attendance  was  e 
house  being  full  to  overflowing  night  after  night 
Bro.  Gibson  preached  soul-st 
through  the  meetings.  As  at 
nine  applied  for  baptism;  one  was  reclaimed  and,  1 
think,  more  will  come  soon.  Among  those  who 
came  out  are  the  youngest  son  and  daughter  of  the 
writer.  Our  meeting  is  closed  for  the  present.— A 
Greenawalt,  Mansfield,  ill.,  Jan.  27. 


counted  those  baptized;  there  was  quite  a  number 
of  applicants  for  baptism  that  I  did  not  count.— 
Noah  W.  Wimmer.Jan,  23. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans.— A  shocking  accident 
happened  Bro.  Samuel  Arnold  on  the  afternoon 
of  Dec.  31.  His  team  became  ungovernable,  and 
the  wagon  ran  over  him,  breaking  both  legs  about 
five  inches  below  the  hip  joints.  He  is  fifty-four 
years  of  age,  but  at  present  is  doing  remarkably 
well.  A  number  of  helpful  donations  have  been 
sent  to  the  family,  that  are  greatly  appreciated  by 
them. — Samuel  Franlz.Jan.  20. 

Oak  Grove,  Mo. — We  have  just  closed  a  series 
of  meetings,  held  by  Bid".  W.  H.  Miller,  commenc- 
ing Jan.  5,  and  closing  the  evening  of  the  19th. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended,  with  good  in- 
terest. Bro.  Miller  feared  not  to  declare  the  com- 
mandments of  God  to  the  people.  Saints  were 
made  to  rejoice  and  sinners  to  cry  out,  "  What 
must  1  do  to  be  saved?"  Ten  precious  souls 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized. — 
E.  W.  Tracy,  Rainey,  St.  Clair  Co.,  Mo.,  Jan.  20. 

Bremen,  Ind.— Eld.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Goshen,  Ind., 
came  to  us  Dec.  29  and  remained  with  us  until  Jan. 
12,  preaching,  in  all,  nineteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 
One  young  man  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and 
was  baptized  into  the  fold  of  believers,  to  walk  in 
newness  of  life.  During  these  meetings  we  were 
visited  by  members  of  the  Nappanee  church. 
Among  them  was  Eld.  J.  C.  Murray  and  Daniel 
Wysong.  It  gave  us  much  encouragement  to  meet 
so  many  of  like  precious  faith.— Jacob  B.  Parker, 
Jan.  2*. 

South  English,  Iowa.— The  good  work  moves 
on.  One  more  dear  sister  was  received  by  baptism 
lately.  Our  evergreen  Sunday  schools  are  grow- 
ing in  interest  and  attendance.  We  find  them 
successful  in  winter  as  well  as  summer.  Our  re- 
cent Bible  school  has  awakened  a  deeper  interest 
in  Bible  study.  The  work  is  being  continued  by 
meeting  weekly,  and  the  outlook  is  very  encour- 
aging. Bro.  Peter  Brower  is  in  the  field  as  Dis- 
trict evangelist,  under  direction  of  the  District 
Mission  Board.— 5.  F.  Brower,  Jan. 
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Pine  Creek,    Ind.— Bro.    Levi    Stonebui 
Warsaw,   Ind.,   came   to   us  Dec.  28  and  rem 
until  Jan.   20.     He    preached    about    twenty 
soul-stirring    discourses   at   our    Blissville   church- 
house  in  Pine  Creek  district.     Through  the  efforts 
of  the  members  of  our  own  and  adjoining  districts, 
we  had  excellent  song  service.    There  was  a  great 
ingathering  of  souls;   fourteen  by  baptism  and  five 
reclaimed,   for  which  we  give  God  the  praise.     One 
soul  more  wanted  to  unite,  but  was  hindered  by  her 
husband —/.  G.  Wagenman,  Tyner,  Ind.,  Jan.  21. 

Lancaster  City,  Pa.-Bro.  C.  Hope,  on  his  return 
from  Denmark  and  Sweden,  stopped,  and  gave  us  a 
very  enjoyable  talk  last  evening  at  the  church, 
where  he  was  greeted  with  a  full  house.  It  was  de- 
sired that  he  give  a  sample  of  the  Danish  language, 
which  he  did  by  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer.  At 
the  close  of  the  services,  three  were  restored  to 
membership.  At  our  recent  council-meeting  three 
were  received  by  letter.  Bro.  D.  M.  Click,  of  Vir- 
ginia, has  been  with  us  since  Oct.  30,  and  now  has 
six  organized  singing  classes,  serving  us  here  every 
Thursday  evening.—  T.  F.  Imlerjav.  23. 

Cornell,  111.— The  members  of  the  Cornell  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  Jan.  7,  Eld.  Menno 
Stouffer  presiding!  All  business  that  came  before 
the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like 
manner.  Two  members  were  received  by  letter. 
Bro  B  E.  Kesler  and  wife,  of  Virginia,  have  lo- 
cated here.  Bro.  Kesler  is  a  minister  in  the  second 
degree,  and  we  are  glad  to  welcome  them  with 
us      Bro.     Kesler    commenced    preaching    on    the 

~f   th*    rnnnril    and   continued    over    two 
evening   of   the    council    ana   conunucu    u 

weeks      Much   good   seed   was   sown    trom    wnicn 

we  hope  to   reap   a  good    harvest.— N.    S.    Dale, 

Jan.  2,. 


Henry,  Mo.— 1  am  now  in  the  midst  of  a  series  of 
meetings  at  this  place.  The  interest  is  good  and 
we  hope  for  the  best  results.  I  had  been  sick  for 
some  time  but  the  good  Lord  has  granted  health, 
that  we  are  again  working  for  the  Master,  gathering 
in  the  golden  grain—  Wm.  C.  Hipes. 

Defiance,  Ohio.— The  South  Poplar  Ridge  church 
has  just  closed  a  very  interesting  series  of  meet- 
ings, conducted  by  Bro.  Leonard  Hyre,  of  Indiana. 
Attentive  listeners  greeted  him  throughout  the 
meeting.  One  dear  sister  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side  and  was  received  by  baptism.  We  expect  Bro, 
J.  V.  Felthouse  Jan.  23,  to  hold  a  few  meetings.— 
Ella  Noffsingtr,  Jan.  rS. 

Red  Oak  Grove  Church,  Va.— Bro.  Henry  Sheets, 
of  North  Carolina,  began  a.series  of  meetings  Jan. 
13.  He  preached,  in  all,  fifteen  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. We  had  good  interest  and  very  nice  weath- 
er for  the  time  of  year,  and  good  congregations. 
Bro.  Sheets  ably  defended  the  cause  of  Christ. 
Five  dear  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  I 
am  confident  that  others  are  almost  persuaded 
to  be  Christians.  The  church  seems  to  be  built 
up  and  encouraged  to  press  onward. — Asa  Bowman. 
Mingo  Church,  Pa.— Pro.  Levi  S.  Mohler  from 
York  County,  Pa.,  commenced  preaching  for  us 
Nov.  18,  at  the  Skippack  house  and  continued  till 
the  28th.  While  we  have  no  accessions  to  report, 
we  believe  the  meetings  were  of  great  benefit  to 
the  cause  at  this  place.  Bro.  Mohler  then  went 
home  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family.  He 
returned  again  Jan.  11,  and  preached  at  Norris- 
town  until  the  20th.  Here  we  had  very  interest- 
ing meetings.  Bro.  Mohler  did  not  shun  to  de- 
clare the  whole  counsel  of  God.«-S.  H.  Price,  Col- 
Ugeville,  Pa. 

Alleghany,  W.  Va.-Jan.  ,5  Bro.  J.  T.  Cosner 
and  I  returned  from  the  Seneca  congregation, 
Pendleton  Co.,  W.  Va.,  where  we  held  about  a 
week's  meeting  with  the  little  band  of  Brethren. 
This  church  has  had  its  dark  days.  The  shepherds 
are  largely  to  blame.  They  need  a  faithful  resi- 
dent minister.  Eld.  Jonas  Fike  has  the  oversight 
of  this  church  now,  and  is  doing  a  good  work. 
We  believe  there  is  a  brighter  future  in  store  for 
them.  At  our  regular  home  appointment,  last 
Lord's  Day,  four  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
tism.—/?. Baker,  Jan.  ty. 

Walnut  Church,  Ind— Jan.  J  Bro,  Dorsey  Hodg- 
den  commenced  meetings  for  us.  He  preached, 
in  all,  thirty-three  discourses.  Thirteen  were  bap- 
tized. All  these  but  two  are  young  people,— Sun- 
day school  scholars.  A  mother  came  forward  for 
membership,  but  her  husband  so  bitterly  opposed 
her  union  with  the  church  that  she  was  obliged  to 
defer  baptism.  Several  more  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  come  into  the  church  in  the  near  future. 
We  all  pray  that  the  Spirit's  wooing  will  keep  them 
to  their  resolution.  The  brother's  earnest  work 
has  a  powerful  influence  upon  us  all.  We  pray  our 
Father  to  give  him  grace  to  do  a  great  workl— A. 
I.  Mow,  Argos,  Ind. 

Conestoga  Church,  Pa— A  sad  bereavement  has 
happened  to  the  family  of  Bro.  George  and  Martha 
Weaver.  About  three  weeks  ago  happiness  reigned 
in  their  family  of  four  children,— one  son  and  three 
daughters,— when  very  unexpectedly  diphtheria  in- 
vaded the  home.  In  a  few  days  Daniel  0.,  the  on- 
1.     One  week  later,   Eva  Irene 


ly  boy,  lay  a  v 
followed  her  brother  to  the  grave.  Then  Rosleen 
Paulette,  the  oldest  of  the  family,  was  severely  at- 
tacked and  endured  terrible  suffering.  All  that 
medical  skill  could  do  was  of  no  avail,  and  on  Sun- 
day morning,  Jan.  19,  she,  too,  took  her  departure, 
to  enjoy  the  society  of  heaven's  redeemed.  An- 
other sad  feature  was  that  the  mother  was  not  able 
to  accompany  the  remains  of  her  dear  ones  to  the 
All  services  were  held  by  the  Brethren, 
of  the  children  were,  Daniel  O.,  four 
month,  and  twenty-two  days;  Eva  Irene, 
one  month,  and  seven  days;  Rosleen 
Paulette,  five  years  one  month,  and  twenty-two 
days.  The  bereft  family  have  the  sympathy  of  the 
community.—/.  W.  Taylor,  Jan.  22. 
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La  Forge  Church,  Mo— Ot 

terly  council  passed  off  very  pleas- 
antly to-day.  One  was  reclaimed 
We  decided  to  have  a  love  feast  at  the 
Hurricane  schoolhouse  Feb.  8,  and 
one  here  Feb.  22.  Any  one  coming 
this  way  is  earnestly  requested  to 
stop  with  us.— Ira  P.  Eby.Jan.  iS. 

Notice. — Those  who  have  occasion 
to  write  me  at  Goshen,  Ind.,  should 
address  me  thus:  "  Goshen,  Ind., 
West  side."  We  have  three  J.  H.  Mil- 
lers in  the  city  limits.  We  are  now 
in  the  corporation  limits;  hence  have 
mail  delivered.  My  mail  should  have 
"  West  Side "  on,  without  fail.—/.  H. 
Milky,  Jan.  tl. 

Little  Swatara  Church,  Pa.— Bro. 
Henry  E.  Light,  of  Mountville,  Pa., 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at 
Merkey's  meetinghouse  Dec.  21,  which 
closed  at  the  Zeigler  house  Jan.  5. 
He  preached,  in  all,  twenty-one  ser- 
mons. Sixteen  souls  united  with  the 
church  by  confession  and  baptism.— 
/.  Monroe  Klein,  Bethel,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. 

Juniata,  Nebr. — Bro.  James  W.  Gish 
of  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  came  to  us 
Nov.  23,  and  stayed  some  over  two 
weeks,  preaching  the  Word  with  pow 
er.  Many  good  impressions  were  left 
on  the  minds  of  some,  as  he  did  not 
fail  to  declare  the  whole  counsel 
God.  One  was  reclaimed  as  a  result 
of  the  meetings.  We  have  an  inter- 
teresting  Bible  and  prayer  meeting 
every  week. — Sarah  B.  Lemon. 

From  Iowa. — Brethren  D.  E.  Bru- 
baker,  of  Panther,  and  R.  F.  McCune, 
of  Dallas  Center,  are  holding  a  series 
of  meetings  at  our  place,  Coon  River 
church,  now.  The  meetings  are  grow- 
ing in  interest.  I  am  on  my  way  to 
the  South  River  church  in  Madison 
County,  and  Bro.  J.  L.  Myers  is  hold- 
ing a  series  of  meetings  in  Dallas 
County.  Bro.  Moses  Deardorff  is  to 
commence  here  (Des  Moines)  in  a 
week.—/.  D.  Haughtelin. 

Fairview,  Mo.— Jan.  1 1  this  congre- 
gation met  in  church-council.  All 
business  passed  off  pleasantly.  In  the 
evening  the  brethren  preached,  and 
on  Sunday  morning  we  met  in  Sunday 
school.  This  is  the  first  winter  Sun- 
day school  the  Brethren  have  had  at 
our  church,  and  we  think  they  are 
having  success.  At  11  o'clock  the 
brethren  preached  again.  In  the  year 
1895  we  had  two  series  of  meetings 
in  this  congregation.  Twenty-two 
were  received  by  baptism  and  eleven 
by  letter.— Nannie  Harman,  Falling 
Springs,  Mo. 

Bethel  Church,  Kana.— Bro.  A.  F. 
Miller,  of  Booth,  Reno  Co.,  Kans., 
came  to  us  Dec.  30,  and  commenced 
meetings  on  the  evening  of  the  31st, 
and  continued  until  Jan.  12,  preaching, 
in  all,  fourteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 
On  the  evening  of  Jan.  12,  Bro.  J.  H. 
Shamberger  preached.  I  never  saw 
better  attention.  There  were  no  ac- 
cessions but  some  seemed  almost 
persuaded  to  be  Christians.  Bro.  Mil- 
ler had  to  close  the  meetings  on  ac- 
count of  his  health.  We  hope  he  will 
be  able  to  return  in  the  near  future.— 
/.  H.  Miller,  Sawyer,  Kans.,  Jan.  16. 

Canton  Church,  Ohio.— The  mem- 
bers of  the  Canton  church  conducted 
a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Mount 
Pleasant  meetinghouse,  commencing 
on  the  evening  of  Dec.  28,  and  con- 


tinuing up  to  the  evening  of  Jan.  14. 
In  all,  there  were  twenty-seven  ser- 
mons preached.  Bro.  Quincy  Leck- 
ronc,  of  Ziontown,  Ohio,  did  nearly 
all  the  preaching.  Two  precious  souls 
were  made  willing  to  be  baptized  and 
to  walk  in  newness  of  life.  We  also 
held  our  first  quarterly  council  at  the 
Center  meetinghouse  Jan.  18.  After 
other  matter  was  disposed  of  we  made 
arrangements  for  procuring  the  nec- 
essary Sunday  school  supplies  for  the 
coming  summer. —  George  S.  Gri?n,  Lou- 
isville, Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

The  Hope  of  the  Church.— The  fu- 
ture prosperity  of  the  church  depends 
upon  the  young  and  rising  member- 
ship of  the  church.  Our  dear  Broth- 
erhood is  seeing  this  great  need  in 
the  light  of  Solomon's  injunction  in 
Prov.  22:  6,  "Train  up  a  child  in  the 
way  he  should  go:  and  when  hi 
old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 
was  with  this  end  in  view  that 
the  Mt.  Morris  brethren  worked 
preparing  a  special  doctrinal  course  for 
the  Bible  term  of  1896.  May  God 
bless  the  efforts  of  the  instructors 
and  all  those  who  attended,  that  th< 
good  may  be  spread  and  felt  through 
out  the  Brotherhood,  the  church  pro 
fited,  and  God  be  glorified!— L.  D.  Bos 


were  very  much  appreciated.  Our 
home  minister  continued  until  the 
evening  of  Jan.  2.  On  the  4th  Bro. 
S.  S.  Beaver,  of  Juniata  County,  came 
to  our  assistance  and  continued  until 
the  evening  of  the  19th.  He  preached, 
in  all,  eighteen  doctrinal  and  practical 
sermons.  He  was  not  ashamed  to 
defend  the  Truth  in  its  purity.  Such 
sermons  we  love  to  hear.  There  is 
too   much   preaching  to  suit  the  peo- 


pie  and  we 

are  beginning  to  see  the 

fruits  of  it. 

There  is  not  enough  of 

pure     and 

undefined     religion.     The 

brother  labo 

red  faithfully  in  Word  and 

doctrine,     a 

nd    our    eyes    have    been 

r,  Me 


Chatham,  Ohio.— Jan.  1, 
congregation  at  Black  Riv 
Co.,  Ohio,  numbered  fifty  members. 
During  the  year  1S95  we  received  three 
members  by  baptism,  three  by  letter, 
two  were  reclaimed,  two  were  taken 
away  by  death  and  two  dismissed. 
In  all  (according  to  the  writer's  diary), 
there  were  sixty-seven  sermons 
preached  here  and  one  lecture  deliv- 
ered. We  had  five  council-meetings, 
one  Communion  meeting,  one  Thanks- 
giving meeting  and  one  series  of 
meetings  of  nearly  three  weeks.  We 
had  Sunday  school  for  nine  months; 

»o    every    two    weeks     Bible    class. 

lr  collections  were  $13.65  for  home 

ssions;   S12.19   for   general  mission; 
S7.54   for    India   mission   and   S30  for 
ion   work   in   our  own    congrega- 
.     We   also   repaired    our   church- 
house. — Mary  Hoover,  Jan.  20. 

Lower  Stillwater,  Ohio.— Since  our 
last  report  two  young  brethren  were 
baptized  at  our  quarterly  council.  On 
Thanksgiving  Day,  after  a  stirring 
ion  by  our  elder,  in  which  the 
:fits  of  living  under  Gospel  in- 
fluence were  shown,  a  collection  was 
taken  and  over  fifty  dollars  donated, 
to  be  apportioned  to  Asia  Minor  mis- 
and  our  Southern  Ohio  mission. 
We  find  that  these  special  offerings 
should  be  made,  if  possible,  with  but 
one  interest  to  be  assisted.  Then  we 
should  have  that  object  explained, 
its  needs  pointed  out,  and  the  Chris- 
tian's duty  made  plain  in  the  matter. 
Dec.  21  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  began  a 
meeting  with  us,  continuing  each  even- 
ing with  some  day  meetings,  closing 
Dec.  29.  Four  were  baptized  and 
others  are  very  near  the  kingdom. 
The  meetings  closed  too  soon.— L.  A. 
Bookwalter,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  Jan.  20. 

Warrior's  Mark,  Pa.— The  church  at 

is  place  has  just  closed  an  interest- 


opened   to   see   more  clearly  the  way 
before  us. — Nancy  Chronister,  Jan.  19. 

Painter  Creek,  Ohio.  —  Upon  the 
day  that  our  recent  series  of  meetings 
were  to  close,  a  little  boy,  while  seat- 
ed at  the  breakfast  table  with  hi: 
unconverted  parents  and  listening  to 
their  conversation  concerning  the  ac 
cessions  during  the  meetings,  in 
quired,  "  Papa,  why  do  people  joir 
church?"  The  father  endeavored  tc 
explain,  but  the  little  boy  not  feeling 
satisfied  with  the  reply  again  inquired, 
"  Cannot  people  live  just  as  good  out 
of  the  church  as  in  the  church?  "  Tl 
pointed  question  from  such  a  soun 
aroused  a  feeling  within  that  fatb 
never  before  realized.  He  became 
more  deeply  impressed  that  he 
not  setting  the  right  example  for  his 
children  to  follow.  The  same  day 
he  made  application  to  unite  with  the 
church.  Baptism  was  administered 
the  next  day.  The  mother  was  under 
conviction,  but  decided  not  to  come 
then,  but  the  question  and  the  in- 
fluence it  had  upon  the  father  made 
her  more  fully  realize  her  responsi- 
bility, and  in  two  days  after  she  was 
also  teaching  her  little  boy  by  ex- 
ample, as  well  as  by  precept,  that 
people  can  live  better  in  the  church 
than  out  of  the  church. — Levi  Minnich, 
Jan.  20. 


years,  4  months  and  28  days.  She  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
Eld.  Eli  Bowman.  A.  E.  Wycoff. 

WHITEHEAD.— In  the  Union  Center  con- 
gregation, Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  Jan.  15,  1896,  aged 
77  years,  11  months  and  21  days.  Deceased 
was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  Jan. 
25,    1818.     He   was  one   of   thirteen    children. 
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Anthony,  of  the  Huntingdon  Normal, 
spent  his  vacation  with  us  during  the 
Holidays  and  preached  for  us  in  the 
evening.     His    stay   and   his    labors 


■  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lore 


BLOCHER.— In  Lathrop,  Mo.,  Jan.  13,  1896, 

iro.  John  Blocher,  aged  72  years,  5  months  and 

9  days.     He  was  married  March  14,  1850,  and 

united  with  the  church  in  October,  1850.     He 

me  to  Clinton  County,  Mo.,  in  1856,  and  with 

e  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Illinois 

id  Kansas,  has  lived  here  ever  since.     Fu- 

ral  services  held  in  the    Methodist  church 

Lathrop,  conducted  by  D.  D.  Sell. 

DAVIDHEISER.— In    the    Upper    Dublin 
church,  Pa.,  Jan.  6,   1896,  Bro.  Jacob    David- 
:iser,  aged  about  75  years.     He  was  a  highly 
spected  citizen,  who  leaves  a  sorrowing  wife 
id  five  daughters,— all  members  of  the  Re- 
formed  church.     Funeral  services  at  the  late 
residence  were  conducted  by  Messrs.  Ditmar 
and   Rupp    (of    the    Lutheran    church).     Bro. 
W.   M.    Howe,  of  the  Amwell  church,  N.  J., 
assisted  in  the  services  at  the  church. 

B.  F.  Kittinger. 
MYERS —In  the  Sandy  church,  Ohio,  Nov. 
1895,  Bro.  Wm.  L.  Myers,  aged  74  years, 
month  and  3  days.  Bro.  Myers  Was  born 
Harrison  County,  Ohio.  In  1844  he  came 
to  Stark  County,  marrying  Sarah  Myers  the 
year.  Unto  them  were  bom  four  chil- 
His  wife  died  in  1854.  He  was  mar- 
1  1855  to  Hannah  Slack.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  ten  children,  six  of  whom  sur- 
sufjferer  for  many  years,  and 
1  years  was  almost  helpless. 
is  wife  and  ten  children  are  left.  Funeral 
rvices  by  Bro.  Joseph  Hoover,  assisted  by 
ethren  Stuckey  and  Shively. 

B.  B.  Shively. 
BARTON.— In    the    Barron    church,    Wis., 
n.  9,   1896,  sister  Louise  Barton,   aged    55 


for   the 


WAMPLER.— Near  Carthage,  Mo.,  Jan.  ir, 
896,  Susan  Wampler,  wife  of  John  Wampler, 
aged  66  years  and  6  days.  Her  maiden  name 
Miller.  She  was  born,  raised,  and  mar- 
near  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  also  were  born 
ten  children, — four  sons  and  six  daughters. 
One  daughter  died  near  Dayton.  Mother 
leaves  a  husband  and  nine  children.  Services 
by  John  Harshey,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.  . 

B.  F.  Wampler. 
MILLER.— At  Linville  Creek  church,  Rock- 
ingham  Co.,  Va.,  Dec.  20,   1895,  sister  Cath- 
erine   Miller,  aged   83   years,    10  months  and 
10  days.     Funeral  discourse  from  Rev.  14: 13. 
D.  Hays. 


congre- 


WILCOX.— In  the  Little  Traverse 
gation,  near  Harbor  Springs,  Mich., 
1895,  Bertha  Grace,  daughter  of  Bro  Lyman 
and  sister  Emma  Wilcox,  aged  8  years,  5 
months  and  29  days.  Funeral  discourse  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  J.  R.  Stutsman, 
from  Matt.  18:  2.  Isaac  Hufford. 

PECK.— In  the  Falls  City  church,  Nebr., 
Jan.  11,  1896,  Bro.  Uriah  S.  Peck.  He  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  5,  1852. 
In  1879  he  married  sister  Mary  Miller,  of 
Meyersdale,  Pa.  He  united  with  the  Breth- 
ren church  in  his  youthful  days.  By  his  death 
a  devoted  wife  and  four  aEfectionate  children 
have  lost  a  kind  husband  and  father^  the 
church  a  faithful  member  and  the  Sunday 
school  an  earnest  worker.  He  called  for  the 
elders  who  anointed  him.  Eight  days  later  he 
died,  trusting  in  the  Lord.  Funeral  services 
by  Eld.  J.  Humbarger,  from  Rev.  14: 13. 

Wm.  Mohler. 

SH1MP.— In  the  Ephrata  church,  Pa.,  Jan.. 
1896,  Bro.  George  F.  Shimp,  aged  65  years,. 

month  and  2  days.     He  was  a  faithful  work- 

'  in  the  church  and  also  in  the  Sunday 
school.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children- 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  Wenger  and 
Lefever.  J.  R,  Royer. 

GRABLE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ten  Mile 
church,  Pa.,  Dec.  27,  1895,  of  paralysis,  Amy,, 
wife  of  Samuel  Grable,  aged  53  years.  She^ 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  She? 
was  buried  in  the  Scenery  Hill  cemetery- 
Peace  to  her  slumbers!       Eld.  John  Wise. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Program  of  California  and  Arizona  Minis- 
terial Meeting,  to  be  held  at  Covl- 
na,  Cat.,  March  35,  at  9  A.  M. 

"How  to  Maintain  Gospel,  Social  andl 
Charitable  Relations  Between  Ministers."— B. 
F.  Masterson,  Derius  Overholtzer. 

The  Model  Deacon."— I.  M.  Gibbel,  J. 
W.  Metzger. 

How  Best  to  Impress  and  Maintain  Per- 
sonal Responsibility  to  God  on  each  Individ- 
ual Member."— P.  S.  Myers,  Wm.  J.  Thomas. 

w  to  Win  and  Keep  Young  People 
for  Christ."— A.  Hutchison,  E.  A.  Miller. 

The  Sisters'  Lines  of  Christian  Work."— 
Claude  Miller,  Josephine  Royer. 

"To  what   Extent    should    the    Minister 
his  Privileges  in  Counteracting  the  Evils 
Common  to  Social  and  Political  Life?"— J.  S. 
Flory,  George  Chamberlin. 
7-  "Recognizing  the  Conditions  of  an  Au- 
ence."— D.  A.  Norcross,  M.  M.  Eshelman. 
For  the  purpose  of  assisting  each  other  in 
making  proficiency  in  our  calling,  it  is  to  be 
earnestly  hoped  that  all  will  be  present  "thor- 
iughly  furnished  "  to  do  good  work. 
M.  M.  Eshelman,  p.  s.  Myers, 

Sec'y.  Moderator, 


February  1,  18 


T^BCH    OOSPBL    IsCESSBlsra-ElS,. 


. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  time  or  more j,  ^Q 

One  month  (4  times) ( 

Three  months  (13  times) x  M 

Six  months  (26  times), ,  w 

One  year  (52  times) 7o 

fgy-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  mounted 


Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 

1  International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896-— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  It 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.     Price,  gi.oo;  our 


:P"ce< 90  cents 

Teaching  and  Teachers.— By  H.  Clay  Trum 
bull.     A    book    of   390   pages    (7^x5^ 
inches),  bound  in  cloth.     Our  price, . . . .  ot 
Dr.   Trumbull's   book,    "Teaching    and 
Teachers,"  has  already  found  its  way 
'hands  of  many  thousand  Sunday  school  work- 
ers.    It  is   to-day  the   popular  hand-book  or 
Sunday  school  teaching, 

Smlth-Peloubet   Dictionary  of  the  Bible.- 

Maps  and  440  illustrations.  We  have  m 
hesitancy  in  saying  that  this  is  one  of  thi 
■best  Bible  dictionaries,  It  has  been  care 
fully  revised  and  edited  by  the  Revs.  F 
N.  and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Bound  in  cloth 
:8l8  pages.  Regular  price,  S2.00;  our  price 
'by  mail, S1.7 

Brethren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book.- 

This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
publication.  While  it  may  be  used  t 
advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  e: 
pecially  adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  school 
prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contain 
.185  hymns,  and  is  printer!  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  i; 
'being  generally  introduced,  and  should  bi 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  praye 
and  social  meetings. 

iBoard    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid, $3  6 

Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  55   cents;   per   dozen 

copies,  prepaid, 6  0 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what 

the  work  is  desired. 


►  Brethren  and  Friends 


io,  Indian;!,  Illlm.i*,  L-v. 


Veil  iclen  suitable /or  both  c 


for  a  vehicle  that  is  well  made  and 
of   {food  material.    Belore  buying 


ABRAHAM  E.  WEAVER, 


You  Need  It 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Price,  10  Cents. 
Hates  to  Agents. 
this  Office. 


Special 
Address 


Lite  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Quinter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite." 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  areglad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 

ars  on  the  tirmanent  of  truth.  This  is 
-fought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  81.25.  To 
ministers,  Sl.oo.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 


Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
iplaiiation,  etc..  adapted  to  the  understanding 
:  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

'OR  25  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  fl 
size  package  of  Victor  Liver   Syrup   Com 
id  (herb  form)  containing  the  medical  pi 
31"  a  full  size  s.1.00  bottle  ol  Victor  Liver  Syrup, 
il  Jan    1,  181(0,  wo  make  a  special  low  oiler  to 
who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.    Wrlt< 

a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Co  mi 
a  Frederick  Almannc  for  180H,  now  reftdy 
Yours  very  truly, 


CHOICE 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 


Also  a  few  GOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low- 
Address: 
4H3 


of  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I  will  mail 
one  iveek's  trial  treatment  of  the  fa- 
mous Australian  Electro  Pill  remedy, 
free  to  all  readers  of  the  Messenger,  or 
seven  weeks'  treatment  for  only  $1.00, 
for  Catarrh,  Kidney,  Liver  or  Stomach 
trouble, Rhc in i i.ilism.S it. k  Ileadache.Ner- 
vous  trouble  or  impure  blood.  Special 
i  agents  on  application.  Address 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop, 

CHICAGrO,     ILL. 


This  hotel  Is  ce 
kble  House  of  its 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

rwn-r  F<tbb  Poultry,  Game  and  Fruits,  Special' 
Ha  Hay, Yum,  GralnVFurs,  Hide*  Dried  Fruit,  and 
Rood. 


Our  Publications. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religions 

eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 

:n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum %    50 

20  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 1  7c 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months 3  s< 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months 5  a 

Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  fret 
on  amplication.       

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 
ery  way,  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly  .—Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessoi 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wi 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  the 


Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35J  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


The  Monon  Route,  wit 
ut  on  a  new  fast  train  tlut  makes  the  run  between  Chl- 
iro  and  Jacksonville  in  thirty-live  and  one-half  hours. 
This  train  is  compiled  of  elegant  Cullman  Perfected 
alety  Vestlbuled,  Opeu  and  Compartment  Sleepers,  la- 
uding Drawing  Room  and  Buffet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 
jmlortable  day-conches,  with  Monon  Celebrated  High- 

This  train  leavos  Chicago  dally  at  8:3a  P.  M.,  arriving 
t  Cincinnati  next  morning  at  7:30,  Chattanooga  5;  50 
.  M.,  Atlanta,  10:  jo  V.  M„  reaching  Jacksonville  at 

.  20  Mil-    iimmi.I  nun  ill  in;,  in  iiinple  I  line  In    make   cimncC- 

on  with  all  Hues  lor  points  in  Central  and  Southern 

This  Is  the  fastest  time  ever  mude  by  any  line  ba- 
ween  Chicago  and  Florida. 

City  Ticket  Office,  aji  Clark  Street,  Chicago;  Frank  J, 
iced,  Gen'l.  Pass.  Agt..  Chicago. 
For  time  cards,  pamphlet*,  and  all  other  information 
address  L.  E.  Sessions,  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt,,  Minneapolis. 
Minn. 


Single  subscription,  0 


35*  cents  each 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


tingle 


:rlptloi 


Sunday   School   Reward   Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleas* 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

H02  Four  Deslttiia,  wry  tine,  flowered  bor- 
1816  Four  Designs,  very  line  gilt  edge,  alze 


ui(lsoi[i" 


Flowers, 


H  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  8J£je6%  .  .20  cent: 

J7  Birds  and  LundMt'iiin',  si7.n:ixT>'A,  .  .  .  .IScenti 

J5  Flowers  rind  Landscape,  nl/,e  Xl-jxfi'4, .  LiceiUi 
Ki  Birds  find  LmidseniH',  «i/n  :;■  _.\fi;,i, .  .  .  lZcnnt 

X)  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Curds,  60  De- 

i.'i'.j  Landscape  mid  BlrdH,  sl/.u  2\:i'/i, .  .  .HOoenti 


When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  thai 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies — We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen  .  .  .  J    8E 

Minute  Books,  each, « 

Olfiss  Books,  per  dozen, 7£ 

Union  Primers,  with  fine  engravings,  per  doz- 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  chart  of  each  lesson, 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Address,  _, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Moirli,  III 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  he  gained  in 
a  given  lime  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Tesja-_ 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
(1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
tc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
sason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
id  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  fumish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 


Bound  in  cloth,  per  set 
Bound  in  half  leather, 
Bound  in  r 


$500 
5  So 


,  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:     Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Ml  Morris,  111. 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  84.00; 
Half  Leather,  84.50;  Half  Morocco, 
I5.00, 


THCB    QOBPEL    3^BSSB3SrO-Elie,. 


February  1,  1896. 


Highest  of  «11  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


FAR  BEYOND  EXPECTATION 


He   Visited,    Investigated, 
And   Invested ! 


The  following  letter  from  Eld.  Da 
vid  Hollinger  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Manchester  College  and 
Bible  School,  North  Manchester,  Ind 
bearing  date  Jan.  14th,  1896,  gives  ai 
opinion  of  North  Dakota,  where  the 
Brethren  colonies  are  located.  Aftei 
visiting,  and  investigating  the  oppor 
tunities,  Brother  Hollinger  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  country  that  he 
bought  a  tract  of  land  himself;  read 
his  letter: 

North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Jan.  14,  1896. 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 
Dear  Sir:—\  write  you  in  regard  to  the 
country  in  North  Dakota.  I  carefully  looked 
over  some  of  the  fine  lands  around  Mayvllle, 
Devil's  Lake  and  Cando.  I  have  heard  much 
said  in  its  favor,  but  found  it  far  beyond  my 
expectation.  The  crops,  such  as  wheat,  oats, 
rye,  barley  and  vegetables  were  immense, 
proving  the  fertility  of  the  soil.  I  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  country  that  I  bought  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Sweetwater  region,  in  Ramsey 
country.  1  am  confident  that  there  are  thou- 
sands of  renters  in  the  eastern  States,  who  are 
working  h;ird  and  making  nothing  more  than  a 
living,  who  could  go  to  that  country  and  secure 
good  homes  in  a  few  years.  The  Brethren 
whom  1  met  there  are  well  satisfied  and  are  do- 
ing well.  Several  churches  have  already  been 
organized  so  that  our  people  going  there  will 
find  church  homes.  If  the  prospects  were  ful- 
ly known  1  believe  that  in  a  short  time  all  the 
land  would  be  taken  up.  I  would  advise  all 
who  think  of  changing  their  location  to  go  and 
see  the  country  for  themselves. 

In  writing  the  Brethren  do  not  forget  that  it 
takes  time  and  money  to  answer  letters  as  well 
as  to  board  strangers.  The  Brethren  are  large 
hearted  but  should  not  be  imposed  upon,  1 
hope  that  they  will  continue  to  prosper  and 
that  others  will  join  them.  Yours  truly, 
David  Hollinger. 
Brethren,  in  looking  for  new  homes, 
should  follow  the  example  of  Brother 
Hollinger.  A  large  number  of  Breth- 
ren have  already  located  in  the  Turtle 
Mountain  country,  Devil's  Lake  dis- 
trict, and  Red  River  Valley,  and  or- 
ganized churches.  There  is  still  room 
for  many  more  people  near  the  present 
colonies.  These  new  churches  desire 
more  members.  Why  try  other  sec- 
tions until  the  land  is  all  taken  where 
the  churches  now  exist?  In  numbers 
there  is  strength  and  neighborhood 
advantages.  The  Brethren  selected 
their  present  location  after  a  general 
investigation,  and  their  judgment 
should  have  weight  with  others. 

For  printed  matter  and  other  infor- 
mation write  to: 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111 


No  Cheap  Reprints. 


Mt.  Morris.  III. 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 


: 

%  ' : 

trc  of,  and  nut  ol  date.    Your  calves  will 
t  horns  il  you  use  BRAYTON'S  CER- 
REVENTER,  a  chemical  compound  to 
wth  ol  horns.    It   is   sure.    Thousands 
would  not  be  without  it.    Price,  7S  cents 

Stat 

'yZZ,K, 

^pric,    A^ts^r.Udcv.rywhoroa, 

111 
Ft 

«*4„U 

A.  W.  Bravton,  Mi's.  Chemist, 
Reduced,                         Mt.  Mortis.  III. 

E 

S,-We  ha 

na'ly  at  mi 

e  examined  the  testimonials,  and  have 
Brayton's  Horn  Preventer,  and,  being 

■nding  it.— Editor  GosriiL  MhsSI-ngi-r. 

A  Southern  Fruit  Farm! 


Would  You  Like  to  Have  One  ? 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  indentru<-ti- 
ble  and    is  sold   noarly   1/>n--h.tir    <  It << n i,r r    th,n 

!i,ea!e°,on3eS'L!';:;.i,:",:,;v ;;,'';"!, rdl'"  """" 

lBentsjMy^pro«ablv'en|aBernH,oir'o>™nianS°ir?- 
Iraj.  W%'CD,c"Mi'.\t.,.irM:,.l,',!!'L,>''.'idndC1'C™'*rS,'lLd" 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  St. 50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
)  only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 


If  You  Are   Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 

Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and   Foster 

Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  twp  competing  railroads, 
THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and  numer- 

THERE  ARE  three     rivers     which 

these  Counties, 
THERE  ARE  numerous    small 


THERE  ARE  good   markets,  and  coal  costs 

from  S1.50  to  $3.00  per  ton. 
THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillable. 
THERE  HAS  BEEN   an  average  of  twenty 

bushels     of    No.     1     Hard 


THERE  HAS  NEVER  been  afailureof crops 
in  Wells  and  Foster  Coun- 
ties through  the  effect  o(  a 

THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of    locating    in    the 


THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands  on 
crop-payment   plan   at 

rhe  high  prices  usually 


pcting  railroads.— the  Min- 
neapolis,     St.     Paul    and 
Sault  Sle.    Marie    R.    R., 
and  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad    traverse     Wells 
acd  Foster  Counties. 
The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
ific  Railroad  has  2jo,ooo  acres  of  land  in  Pos- 
er and  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re 
erved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
0  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  to  give  land 
for  a  site,  and  five  hundred  dollars  towards  the 
of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth- 


The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  Sj 

•Sj  Per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  is  given, 

with   only  one-tenth   cash  each  year,  at  6  Per 

cent  interest. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 

the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  werefaying  too  much  for  crop-payment 

lands,  and  have  filed  applications  for  land  in 

Poster  and  Welts  Counties. 

you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 
prices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 
ffer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 
nd  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
assist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 
freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 
fated,    -Write  to 

C.  W.  Mott, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 
i.  Phipps, 
Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 


DUBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


have  it  on  hand.     It  is  equally  ;,s  good  ior  Coughs 
.  Irritation  of  the  Tl.roat  and  Lungs.  Tightness  01 
Chest,  etc.    It  contains  no  opium  or  poisons  or  dangei 


C  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  induce- 
ments for  families  (or  a  sliort  tune  only,  are  given  to  help 


r 


Brethern's 

Plain  Clothing  I 


Tb 

ere  is  no 

excuse  for  any  member  of 

the  Brethren 

churcb,  who  wishes  tc 

wear 

Plain 

Clothin 

I,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of 

cloth  from  which  we 

make 

our 

:lothing 

measuring    blanks, 

tape 

meas 

ire  and 

rules  for  ordering  \ 

ill  be 

meas 

n  appli 

ation.     Our  rules  fo 

r  self- 

understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 

We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  in 
the  future  will  do  all  business  from  above  address. 


Here  Again  for  1896 ! 


C.  C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.  Nearly  ioo  pages  8xio, 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 
best  quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  ot  its 
class  published.  Price.  15  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER. Freeport,  III.,  U.  S.  A.  48m6 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


SHOF'MKER  INCUBATOR  CO     F. 


Picking.Strawberries 

In  January  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Oal. 


If  you  had  a  little  fnn 

l  on  the  Dos  Palos  colony. 

'ou  would  be  likely  tc 

beets,   carrots,    turnips 

lower,  lettuce  and  oth 

r  all  kinds  of  fruit  trees. 

unci  the  women  folks  w 

begin  to  look  like  a  flrsi 

crop  of  clover  hay.    Yoo 

vould  be  harvesting  cabbage,  lettuce,   radishes. 

dniips  and  other  vegeta- 

uld  not   be   frozen.    You 

vould  be  picking  straw 

ffiona  and  oranges.    Th 

■wersfrom  oleanders,  go- 

would  be  getting  25  cents 

>er  dozen  m  cash  for  eggs.    Your  pigs  would  be 

running  In  the  alfalfa  c 

over  and  you  ought  to  be 

te  Brethren  will  move  to  Dos 
tb  fall,  and  special  arrangements  will  be 
■  their  moving  together.  Write  to  Eld. 
,Dos  I'alos,  or  B.  Marks,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 


Great  Offer— Limited. 


Until  Fwb.  10  I  will  send  six  copies  "NORMAL 
STUDIES  ON  THE  LIFE  AND  MINISTRY  OF 
CHRIST,"  and  one  copy  "MANIFOLD  CHART 
OF  CHRIST'S  MINISTRY,"  for  ONLY  TWO  dol- 
lars,  cash    with    order.     All    expenses   prepaid. 


■oil  I. 


hours,  and  have  your 

Book  and  Chart  Free. 

Every  Sunday  school  should  have   this  Chart, 

Regular  price  of  book,  in  cloth,  40  cents;  Chart, 
mounted  and  bound  with  tape,  75  cents;  both  to- 
gether,tl.     Rare  Inducements  toagents.    Address, 
C.  E.  ARNOLD, 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


f  Con 


Why 


rCor 


you  haTe7  The  first  application  stops 
two  or  three  applications  remove  the 
>ue  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  Its  kind 
?red— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suf- 
-ns.  Bent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
in  stamps.    Order  at  once  and  dispose 

e  and    a   26-oent 
FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 


mail  a  10-cent   bt 
bottle   of  DUBBE 
the  Liver  and  Bowels, 
Constipation.    Agents  wanted   in  every  locality. 
Live  agents  can  make  from  *3.00  to  $5.00  per  day. 
Write  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address,  - 
S,  E,  DUBBEL&  CO,,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  Franfclin  Co.,  Fft 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSP£L."-Phil.  1 .-  17. 


Vol.  34. 


Mouut  Morris,  III.,  Feb.  8,  1896. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Pabliilitd  Weekly,  it  $1,60  por  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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but  in  mind  and  soul  powers  they  are  mere  babes. 
Those  who  are  interested  in  the  study  of  little 
people  may  not  have  to  go  very  far  from  home 
to  find  them  by  the  dozens.  In  the  judgment  the 
Lord  will  measure  the  mind  and  soul  instead  of  the 
body. 

Baptisms  in  the  historic  river  Jordan  are  be- 
coming quite  common,  not  so  much  so,  however, 
as  when  Jerusalem,  and  all  Judea  and  all  the  re- 
gions round  about  came  to  John  and  were  bap- 
tized of  him  in  the  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins. 
Pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  visit 
the  sacred  stream,  and  not  a  few  are  so  impressed 
at  the  time  that  they  demand  baptism,  and  are  im- 
mersed in  the  stream  where  Jesus  under  the  hand 
of  John  the  Baptist  set  the  example  for  fulfilling 
all  righteousness.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Chris- 
tian Standard  A.  M.  Growden,  writing  from  Jeru- 
salem, Nov.  3,  relates  his  experience  on  the  banks 
of  the  Jordan.  He  says:  "'It*  the  'Jordan'  is  a 
beautiful  scene.  Green,  rich  foliage,  a  terrace  of 
rock  rising  like  a  wall  of  defence,  a  few  beautiful 
birds  of  gay  plumage,  a  few  Greeks  and  a  boat. 
Our  friends,  some  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  a 
Lutheran  minister  near  where  we  stood.  The  wa- 
ter is  colder  than  that  of  the  Dead  Sea,  which  reg- 
istered eighty  degrees,  the  Jordan  being  sixty- 
eight  degrees.  A  sober,  earnest  gentleman  from 
Scotland,   with   whom    I    had   become    acquainted, 


The  sad  condition  of  affairs  in  Turkey  at  this 
time  is  summed  up  in  this  one  brief  extract:  "So 
far  as  we  can  see,  the  case  of  the  Armenians  is 
hopeless,  so  far  as  man  is  concerned.  The  only 
hope  is  in  God.  Fifty  thousand  Armenians  have 
been  slaughtered,  and  we  are  credibly  told  that 
fifty  thousand  more  have  been  forced  to  become 
Moslems.  Nobody  can  have  any  conception  of 
the  awful  cruelties  perpetrated  in  the  massacres, 
and  the  suffering  since;  and  yet  nothing  has  been 
done  or  will  be  done  for  them.  It  is  a  case  that 
has  called  for  the  intervention  of  any  one  Chris- 
tian nation  or  of  all,  but  they  have  all  passed  by 
on  the  other  side.  As  Sir  Philip  Currie,  the  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  remarked  the  other  day,  there  has 
been  but  one  bright  spot  in  it  all,  and  that  is  the 
conduct  of  the  American  missionaries, — their  hero- 
ism, their  devotion,  and  their  good  sense.  There 
has  been  nothing  nobler  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  church.  Ramazan  begins  in  two  weeks,  the 
period  when  Turkish  fanaticism  burns  most  fierce 
ly.  We  pray  God  that  he  will  protect  our  mis 
sionaries  during  those  thirty  days,  as  he  has  sc 
wonderfully  done  during  the  year  past!  " 


The  Scientific  American  contains  a  brief  account 
of  a  remarkable  little  woman,  Princess  Tophaz,  who 
resides  in  Paris,  She  is  seventeen  years  old,  twen- 
ty-three and  one-half  inches  tall  and  weighs  only 
fourteen  pounds.  The  little  woman  is  said  to  be 
well  formed,  is  in  good  health,  intelligent,  sings 
admirably  and  is  a  very  brilliant  conversationalist. 
She  has  her  many  friends,  and  to  them  is  very 
attractive.  Her  intelligent  and  lady-like  conduct 
indicate  that  while  the  body  may  be  so  dwarfed 
as  to  render  her  a  rare  curiosity,  yet  her  mind 
will  compare  well  with  the  generality  of  cultured 
People.  AH  over  this  country,  however,  are  peo- 
ple much  older  than  this  little  woman  and  yet 
not  as  large.  But  to  determine  their  size  we 
measure  their  minds  and  souls  instead  of  their 
bodies.    They  may  be  men  and  women  physically, 


t^ev 


what  hindered?'  Nothing;  he  w;is  a  believer. 
We  'both  went  down  into  the  water'  and  he 
was  buried.  The  service  was  brief,  but  my  feel- 
ings, as  I  stood  at  that  historic  spot,  you  can  im- 
agine better  than  I  can  describe  them.  I  have 
baptized  in  a  great  many  beautiful  places  and  un- 
der many  impressive  circumstances,  but  here  is  a 
picture  that  memory  will  carry  forevermore." 


Each  month  the  Philosophical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  sends  us  something  interesting  along  its 
line  of  work.  The  following  is  just  to  hand; 
"The  subject  of  'The  Derivation  of  the  Ethics  of 
Buddhism '  was  investigated  and  carefully  dis- 
cussed at  the  first  meeting  for  the  new  year  of  the 
Victoria  Institute  of  London,  England;  its  con- 
sideration being  introduced  in  a  brief  paper,  the 
author  of  which  called  attention  to  the  frequency 
with  which  moral  precepts,  often  similar  to  those 
in  Holy  Writ,  were  quoted  as  from  Buddhist 
writings,  this  being  very  often  done  by  Theoso- 
phists,  and  others,  who  sought  to  minimize  the  val- 
ue of  the  Christian  Scriptures.  The  question 
thereupon  arose,  Were  these  precepts  to  be  found 
in  the  earlier  Buddhist  writings,  and,  if  not  orig- 
inal, whence  were  they  derived?  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  Buddhist  writings,  and  of  the 
Old  Testament,  showed  that  every  valuable  moral 
precept  inculcated  by  Buddha  or  his  followers  was 
freely  taught  by  Moses  and  the  Prophets  centu- 
ries before  Buddha  existed;  and  this  was  scarcely 
to  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  light  which 
had  been  thrown  of  late  on  the  extent  to  which  na- 
tions in  earlier  days  held  intercommunication.  The 
ethics  of  Buddhism  were  evidently  derived  from 
those  nations  with  whom  the  inhabitants  of  India 
had  commercial  and  other  relations,  including 
the  Jewish;  which  was  in  its  greatest  prosperity 
five  hundred  years  before  Buddha  was  said  to 
have  existed;  and  also  later,  when  the  Captivity 
took  place,  and  there  was  a  tendency  towards  the 
dispersal  of  that  people.  Attention  was  drawn 
to  the  evidence  given  by  Strabo  and  other  ancient 
writers  to  the  great  commercial  intercourse    ex- 


isting in  the 
Persia,  Parthi 
the  Euxine, 
which  recent 
and  had  bee 
the  Institute 


tenth  century  B.  C.  between  India, 
,  Media  and  the  countries  south  of 
5  well  as  the  ancient  traffic  by  sea 
esearch  had  shown  to  have  existed, 
referred  to  at  a  recent  Meeting  of 
3  carried  on  from  India  round  Cey- 
lon and  up  the  Red  Sea,  the  ships  being  mostly 
manned  by  those  intrepid  mariners,  the  Phoeni- 
cians. At  the  close  of  the  evening  it  was  an- 
nounced that  one  of  the  Institute's  Committee, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Pinches,  of  the  Department  of  Oriental 
antiquities,  at  the  British  Museum,  had  discovered 
and  deciphered  some  new  and  remarkable  in- 
scriptions. These  were  of  special  interest  to  the 
Biblical  student  and  would  shortly  be  published 
for  the  information  of  all  the  members.  Many 
applications  fmm  persons  desiring  to  support  the 
Institute  as  members  or  associates,  having  been 
received  from  places  in  England,  America,  India 
and  the  colonies,  the  applicants  were  elected  and 
the  meeting  was  adjourned." 


Bro.  Fercken  sends  us  a  small  package  of  what 
the  people  of  Arabia  call  manna.  It  grows  in 
the  part  of  the  wilderness  through  which  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  passed.  It  is  collected  in  the 
month  of  June  from  a  shrub.  One  writer  says  it 
drops  from  the  thorns  to  the  sticks  and  leaves 
below,  with  which  the  ground  is  covered,  and 
must   be    -  ^hercd   early    in   the    day,   before  it  is 

\rv(iou:y^i^'-:.'       ;-.■:,.....  .xw^  the 

food  on  which  the  Israelites  subsisted  during 
their  forty  years'  journey  through  the  wilderness. 
In  support  of  this  there  can  be  no  reliable  evi- 
dence, for  God  fed  his  people  with  a  manna  that 
fell  from  heaven,  daily,  excepting  the  Sabbath. 
The  samples  sent  us  slightly  resemble  very  small 
peanut?.  But  to  the  people  of  the  South  we 
would  say  that  they  remind  us  of  the  chufa  in  al- 
most every  particular,— a  ground-nut  raised  in 
Florida  and  Georgia,— having  the  same  flavor  and 
appearance.  The  Arabs  prize  their  manna  very 
highly,  and  think  there  is  no  dainty  superior  to  it 
in  all  that  country.  The  supply  is  limited,  and 
docs  not  find  its  way  into  many  parts  of  the  world. 
To  most  people  this  little  package  of  manna  from 
the  wilderness  of  Arabia  would  prove  a  curiosity. 
But  in  the  New  Testament  the  devout  Christian 
finds  a  heavenly  manna,  whose  supply  is  inhausti- 
ble,  and  on  that  we  may  subsist  until  we  reach  the 
Canaan  beyond  the  Jordan  of  death.  Fortunate 
is  the  person  who  makes  this  holy  manna  his  food 
and  delight.     It  excels  all  the  dainties  of  earth. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  fJLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty. 
Our  next  walk  will  be  to  some  of  the  places  of 
worship.  We  say  some,  because  we  visited  only  a 
few  out  of  the  many — as  the  Jews  alone  have  some 
seventy  synagogues.  And,  in  addition  to  these, 
there  are  many  Mohammedan  mosques,  also  Greek, 
Latin,  Armenian,  Coptic  and  Protestant  churches. 
We  will  first  take  a  glimpse  at  the  Temple  Plat- 
form and  Mosque  ElAksa,  formerly,  Mosque  of 
Omar.  To  describe  this  fully  would  require  a 
number  of  pages  and  more  space  than  we  have  at 
command.  Therefore  we  shall  mention  only  a  few 
of  the  things  about  the  place  that  may  be  of  gener- 
al interest.  The  Temple  Platform  has  an  area  of 
about  thirteen  acres,  and  was  made  by  building 
great  walls  across  the  low  places,  cutting  down  the 
crown  of  the  hill,  and  filling  up,  so  that  as  it  is 


TTHB    QOBPEL    MESSEnSTGEB. 


February  8,  1896. 


of     building     the 


now,    and    was    at     the     t 

temple,  largely  artificial,  and  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  interesting  spots  in  the  world. 
It  is  the  supposed  spot  where  Abraham  was 
about  to  offer  as  a  sacrifice,  his  son  Isaac,  Here 
David  erected  an  altar,  and,  afterwards,  his 
son  Solomon  erected  his  palace  and  temple,  which 
he  built  at  the  command  and  after  the  direction  of 
the  Lord.  Since  then  it  has  been,  and  is  now,  de- 
filed by  idolatrous  and  false  worship.  On  it  we 
now  have  the  great  Mohammedan  Mosque  or  Tem- 
ple. 

After  securing  a  Kawas  from  the  consulate,  and 
several  soldiers,  we  enter  within  the  walls  and  have 
before  and  around  us  the  great  platform,  paved 
with  stone,  on  which  is  erected  the  Mosque,  and  at- 
tachments thereto;  such  as  places  for  prayer,  foun- 
tains for  the  religious  ablutions  or  washings,  such 
as  are  prescribed  for  Mohammedans  in  the  Koran, 
etc. 

After  having  our  shoes  muffled,  we  enter  the 
Dome  of  Rock  which  stands  on  a  platform  ten  feet 
high,  approached  by  steps  which  terminate  in  an 
arcade,  or  place  for  scales,  because,  at  the  day  of 
judgment,  the  scales,  on  which  all  are  to  be 
weighed,  are  to  be  suspended  here.  This  rock  is 
fifty-seven  feet  long  and  forty-three  wide,  and  rises 
six  and  one  half  feet  above  the  surrounding  pave- 
ment. About  it  many  silly  things  are  told  and  be- 
lieved by  these  blind  worshipers.  Underneath, 
there  is  an  excavation  in  the  solid  rock.  And  here 
are  pointed  out  small  altars  where  David  and  Solo- 
mon, Abraham  and  Elijah  did  their  praying;  also 
one  where  Mohammed  prayed,  and  as  he  rose  from 
prayer  his  head  went  up  against  the  rock  and  made 
quite  an  impression  or  hole  in  the  rock.  We  saw 
the  hole,  but  had  very  grave  doubts  about  the 
prophet's  head  producing  it.  They  also  believe 
that  this  rock  came  down  from  I'araoV';  ; 
thif  -r/.  *"  »-  v,,,,)',.  ,j  f|f.-Aecuref 
,■'  f,;"'  ><■"$■  The  brethren 
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ferred  to  heaven  from  here,  and  as  it  was  about  as- 
cending this  rock  commenced  ascending  with  it, 
and  after  it  had  moved  upward  about  six  feet,  an 
angel  laid  his  hand  on  it,  and  it  stopped  right 
there;  and  since  then  has  remained  where  it  was 
stopped,  suspended  in  the  air  without  any  support 
whatever  under  it.  We  saw  the  print  of  the  angel's 
hand  that  stopped  it,  on  the  rock,  but  it  takes  a 
much  stronger  imagination  than  we  could  call 
into  being  to  see  any  likeness  whatever  between  the 
rock  mark  and  the  angel  hand. 

We  were  also  shown  the  print  of  Mohammed's 
foot,  in  the  rock.  At  two  places  in  this  mosque 
there  are  pillars  of  granite  so  close  together  that 
an  ordinary  man,  with  great  difficulty,  can  press 
himself  through.  It  is  said  that  whoever  could 
pass  through  between  these  pillars  would  be  sure  to 
enter  Paradise.  And  strange  as  it  may  seem,  so 
many  squeezed  themselves  through  that  the  pillars 
were  considerably  worn  on  the  facing  side.  Still 
stranger  is  the  fact  that  a  number  of  deaths  have 
occurred  as  results  of  trying  to  pass  through.  Iron 
pickets  are  now  placed  there  to  keep  the  foolish 
people  from  injuring  themselves.  The  original 
idea  that  was  the  origin  of  the  practice  was,  that 
men  were  to  live  temperate  lives  and  to  fast  often, 
thus  keeping  their  bodies  down,  or  lean.  Those 
who  would  not  observe  these  physical  duties  would 
become  fat  or  lusty.  And  if  they  would  continue 
to  indulge  until  they  would  become  quite  large, 
there  was  no  hope  for  them  being  allowed  to  enter 
heaven.  The  distance  between  these  pillars  was 
accepted  as  a  standard,  and  those  who  would  indulge 
so  that  they  would  get  beyond  this  standard  would 
have  to  either  reduce  themselves  in  thickness,  by 
temperate  living  and  fasting,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
squeeze  through,  or  be  debarred  from  entering 
heaven. 

If  this  was  to  be  the  Gospel  standard,  we  think 
of  some  just  now  who  would  have  to  remain  with- 
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some  other  way.  We  give  this 
as  a  pointer  to  some  of  our  heavy  eaters.  As  we 
looked  at  the  place  and  thought  of  the  thousands, 
who,  with  great  difficulty,  pressed  themselves 
through,  we  were  reminded  of  the  saying  of  our  Sav- 
ior, "  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  a  rich  man  shall 
hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  Mo- 
hammedan says,  "  A  fat  man,  with  great  difficulty, 
shall  enter  Paradise."  On  the  outside,  there  are 
columns  some  fifteen  feet  from  the  mosque  wall. 
On  this  wall  a  circle  of  about  twenty  inches  in  di- 
ameter is  made.  Those  who  stand  with  their  back 
against  this  column,  then  close  their  eyes,  and  walk 
towards  this  wall,  and  are  able  to  place  their  hand 
within  this  circle,  are  sure  to  enter  heaven.  Sever- 
al of  us  made  the  trial  and  succeeded,  at  which  our 
Kawas  smiled  and  said  that  we  were  all  right. 

On  the  east  wall,  looking  over  the  Valley  of  Je- 
hoshaphat,  and  to  the  Mt.  of  Olives,  we  find  a  stair- 
way ascending  the  wall.  Here  is  a  stump  of  a  col- 
umn, built  in  horizontally  and  protruding  over  the 
wall.  The  Muslims  say  that  all  men  will  assemble 
in  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat  when  the  trumpet  shall 
sound  for  the  judgment.  From  this  prostrate  col- 
umn a  thin  wire  will  be  stretched  across  to  the  Mt. 
of  Olives.  Christ  will  sit  on  the  wall,  and  Moham- 
med on  the  Mount,  as  judges.  All  men  must  pass 
over  the  intervening  space  on  the  wire.  The 
righteous,  preserved  by  the  angels  from  falling, 
will  cross  with  lightning  speed,  while  the  wicked 
will  fall  down  into  the  abyss  of  hell. 

Another  belief  is  that  every  Mohammedan  who 
makes  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  there  makes  an  of- 
fering of  a  sheep,  will,  by  this  offering,  receive  a 
wire  over  which  he  must  pass  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  that  the  wire  will  be  strong  in  proportion 
to  the  value  of  the  offering  made.  If  a  poor 
sheep  or  goat  is  offered  the  wire  will  be  so  poor 
that,  in  passine  over  it  will  break,  and  he 
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heep   are  offered  when  this  pilgrimage  is  made, 
nd  those  who  can  afford  it,  offer  two  and  even 
hree,  that   their  wire  to  Paradise  may  be  strong 


ration  to  us,  such  as  we  hoped  it  would  be.    To 
show  what  we  mean  by  saying  that  all  is  a  sham 
and  the    imagination    of    futile    brains,    we    will 
quote  what  Christ  says  about  the  city  in  Luke   19; 
43,  44:  "  For  the  days  shall  come  upon  thee,  that 
thine  enemies  shall  cast  a  trench  about  thee,  and 
compass  thee   round,   and  keep   thee  in  on  every 
side,  and  shall  lay  thee  even  with   the  ground,   and 
thy  children  within  thee;  and   they  shall   not  leave 
in   thee   one  stone    upon     another,     because    thou 
knewest  not  the  time  of  thy  visitation."     Matt.   24; 
2  says:  "There  shall   not   be  left    here   one   stone 
upon   another,   that   shall   not   be    thrown    down." 
That  this  prophecy  has  been   fulfilled  there  is  no 
doubt,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  admitted  truth, 
we  now  have  in  this  church,  located  as  it  is,  on  dis- 
puted  ground,   the    following:    "Chapel    of    Mel- 
chisedec;  the  stone  of  anointment;  the  place  where 
the  women  stood   and  witnessed  the  anointment; 
the  chapel  of  the  sepulchre;  first  and  second  seats 
of  the   Patriarchs    of    Jerusalem;    the    prison    of 
Christ;   the   place  where   his   raiment  was  parted; 
the  place  where  he  was  derided;  the  post  to  which 
he  was  tied  while  being  scourged;  the  place  where 
the  cross   was   found;  where  the  cross  was  raised 
and   the   hole   in   which   it   stood;   where    he   was 
nailed  to  the  cross;  and  a  large  number  of  other 
places,— forty  in  all,— that  are  pointed  out  as  being 
holy  and   sacred    spots.    There    are    little    chap- 
els, nooks  and  corners,  and  in   many  of  them  can- 
dles  are   burning   day  and   night.     Back  of  them 
and   around  them  are  images  of  Christ,  the  holy 
family,  pictures,  crucifixes,  etc.,  which  adds  great- 
ly  to   the   solemnity   of  the  places  to  those  who 
believe,   of  whom   there   are   many.     Indeed,   their 
zeal  is  marvelous,  though  without  knowledge.     In 
this   church   the   Greek   Christians,   the   Latins   or 
Roman   Catholics;  the   Copts   and   the  Armenians 
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At  this  point  we  may  as  well  tell  you  that  it  is 
made  obligatory  upon  every  Mohammedan,  during 
his  life,  to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  Those 
that  cannot  or  are  not  able,  must  at  least  make  an 
effort  to  do  so,  as  their  hope  of  entering  Paradise 
depends  on  having  made  this  pilgrimage.  All  who 
have  made  the  journey  wear  a  white  turban  wound 
around  their  fez,  so  that  they  are  always  known, 
and  the  greater  part  of  them  have  been  there. 

Another  legend, — to  them  a  sacred  truth, — 
and  we  are  done  with  this  part  of  the  story.  In 
front  of  the  north  entrance  there  is  let  into  the 
ground  a  slab  of  jasper,  into  which  Mohammed 
drove  nineteen  golden  nails.  A  nail  falls  out  at  the 
end  of  every  epoch,  and  when  they  are  all  gone  the 
end  of  the  world  will  come.  One  day  the  devil 
succeeded  in  destroying  them  all  but  three  and  a 
half,  but  was  fortunately  detected  and  stopped  by 
an  angel.  These  three  and  a  half  are  still  there, 
and  we  had  the  privilege  of  seeing  them.  How 
soon  these  will  drop  out  is  not  known,  but  they 
closely  watched. 

We  name  these  things  because  they  all  stand 
connected  with  the  "Holy  Mount,"  where  God  was 
pleased  to  come  and  there  dwell  in  his  Holy  Tem- 
ple, now  defiled  by  heathenism  and  idolatry,  thus 
showing  how  complete  is  the  desolation,  and  how 
fully  the  prophecy,  concerning  this  city,  has  been 
fulfilled. 

We  now  go  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre 
which  is  the  center  of  more  deception  and  bare- 
faced sham  than  any  other  spot  in  the  city  or  the 
world.  If  there  is  anything  that  disgusts  us  it  is 
sham  and  "  make  believe "  where  there  is  posi- 
tively nothing  certain  or  real,  so  that  what  we 
saw  here,  and  shall  try  to  tell,  was  not  an  inspi- 


more  sacred  places 


ope 


to  all    and    held 


story 


Here  is  where  the  saddest  part  of 
comes  in.  These  different  sects  are  all  represented 
as  being  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  are  represented 
to  the  other  part  of  the  world  as  being  Christians. 
And  yet  the  Turkish  Government  has  found  it 
absolutely  necessary  to  appoint  Mohammedan 
guards  and  place  them  in  different  positions  in 
this,  to  them,  holy  church,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  order  and  keeping  them  from  fighting 
and  killing  each  other  during  the  times  of  their 
worship.  So  deep-seated  is  their  hatred  towards 
each  other,  that  at  the  least  provocation  they 
would  fight  each  other  unto  blood  and  death,  and 
to  avoid  this,  these  heathen  guards  are  standing 
around  with  bayonetted  gun  and  a  sword  dangling 
at  their  sides.  How  long  can  it  be  supposed  it 
will  take  such  Christianity  to  convert  heathendom 
to  the  religion  of  Christ?  No  wonder  that  before 
such  people  the  Banner  of  Christ, — of  peace, — is 
made  to  trail  in  the  dustl 

While  we  were  standing  in  the  place  called  the 
Prison  of  Christ,  a  Greek  came  in  and  knelt  down 
to  worship.  While  he  was  in  the  act  of  his  devo- 
tion, a  Copt  came  in  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
place  is  small  and  narrow,  and  when  the  Copt  saw 
his  Greek  brother,  he  at  once  turned  his  back 
towards  him  and  stood  there  till  the  Greek  was 
through.  As  the  Greek  arose  from  prayer  he  saw 
the  Copt  standing  back  of  him,  and  the  look  he 
gave  him  was  that  of  a  fiend,  rather  than  a  Chris- 
tian. He  then  passed  out  and  the  Copt  knelt 
down  on  the  same  spot  to  pray.  O,  how  little  of 
the  Spirit  of  the  Blessed  Christ  is  here  in  this  pro- 
fessedly Holy  Temple!  The  place  is  full  of  so- 
called  sacred  relics,  pictures,  paintings,  crucifix- 
es and  altars  lighted  up  with  burning  candles,  but 
to  tell  you  about  them,  we  feel,  would  be  neither 
interesting  nor  edifying.    Therefore  we  turn  away 
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from  all  of  it,  feeling  to  thank  God  that  though 
the  places  once  made  sacred  by  the  presence  of 
his  dear  Son,  are  now  polluted  by  that  which  is 
worse  than  heathen  idolatry,  yet  Christ  has  a 
church  and  a  people  who  delight  to  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  and  in  temples  unadorned  by 
these  useless  and  idolatrous  attractions. 

We  now  go  to  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews.  The 
most  of  these  are  common-place  buildings  with 
but  little  pretensions  to  style  or  architectural  beau- 
ty, and  the  matter  of  comfort  is,  seemingly,  en- 
tirely overlooked.  One  of  those  visited,  and  that, 
during  their  service,  was  quite  ancient  in  appear- 
ance. The  enclosure  is  not  very  large,  especially 
the  part  devoted  to  worship.  In  the  main  building 
the  ceiling  is  quite  high  but  unadorned.  The  part 
in  which  the  men  worship  is  partly  seated  and  has 
a  pulpit  or  stand  in  the  center.  During  worship, 
the  priest,  or  rabbi,  stands  in  this  place  to  read  the 
Law.  Also,  a  number  of  others  crowd  into  this 
place  to  do  their  reading,  as  all,  from  the  small 
boys  up,  have  their  Hebrew  Bibles,  and  either  read 
in  concert,  or  have  responsive  readings.  The  plat- 
form is  three  feet  high,  and  as  our  party  entered, 
we  were  invited  forward,  and  also  up  into  this  pul- 
pit that  we  might  see  the  roll  of  law,  and  how  the 
reading  is  done.  As  seeing  and  hearing,  on  this 
occasion,  was  our  purpose,  we  accepted  the  invi- 
tation, and  took  a  place  with  the  Rabbis,  and 
looked  upon  the  roll  unfolding  and  folding  as  it 
was  read.  Anywhere  else,  the  manner  of  reading 
would  have  been  quite  amusing,  as  the  whole  of 
the  exercises  are  quite  formal  and  devoid  of  ear- 
nestness and  the  spiritual.  The  service  is  without 
system  or  order,  some  standing,  some  sitting,  the 
boys  walking  around  through  the  congregation 
and  kept  from  outright  rudeness  by  receiving  an 
occasional  reprimand,  and  sometimes  a  slap  from 
a  father's  hand.  The  most  imposing  part  of  the 
ceremony  is  the  folding  of  the  roll  of  law,  care- 
fully placing  it  in  a  fine  and  embroidered  sack  or 
covering,  and  then  carrying  it  away.  This  is  done 
by  the  Rabbis,  and  as  it  is  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  through  the  congregation,  it  is  reverently 
kissed,  while  the  audience  is  reciting  parts  of  the 
law  and  showing  other  indications  of  religious  fer- 
vor. Finally  it  is  taken  by  two  of  the  Rab- 
bis and  borne  to  the  Holy  Place.  This  ends  the 
meeting,  and,  without  any  formal  service,  the  con- 
gregation goes  out. 

During  all  this  time,  the  women  have  been  en- 
tertaining themselves,  some  of  them  by  looking 
down  through  the  latticed  partition,  at  the  con- 
gregation below,  and  others,  perhaps,  in  keeping 
order  among  the  female  children.  While  we  were 
impressed  with  the  fact  of  being  in  the  synagogue 
when  the  Law,  held  sacred  by  the  fathers,  was 
read,  we  were  not  much  edified  with  the  religious 
character  of  the  services. 

The  Jews,  on  the  whole,  as  seen  in  Jerusalem, 
are  a  Christless,  degenerate  and  enfeebled-looking 
class  of  people,— spiritually  blind,  and  partially  so 
physically.  Poor  and  faded-looking  eyes,  espe- 
cially of  the  children,  half  closed,  and  eye-winkers 
pasted  together  by  running  matter  from  soreness 
or  filthiness,— not  sure  which— perhaps  the  latter, 
as  they  look  as  if  they  never  had  been  washed, 
either  face  or  clothes.  We  are  sorry  to  say  it,  but 
from  what  we  saw  we  found  them  to  be,  as  a  class, 
the  filthiest  people  in  the  city.  They  are  not  only 
this,  but  they  are  also  a  rejected  people  and  do 
not  enjoy  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the 
city,  that,  of  all  cities,  is  most  dear  to  them.  On 
the  Temple  Platform,  the  place  where  their  own 
temple  stood  as  the  matchless,  sacred  and  holy 
place  of  God,  they  are  not  allowed  to  set  a  foot. 
The  nearest  they  are  allowed  to  approach  it,  is 
what  is  now  called  and  known  as  the  "Jews'  Wail- 
ing Place." 
As  we  were  anxious  to  see  the  place  and  witness 


the  wailing,  at  several  times  we  were  there,  and 
though  the  custom  of  their  going  there  is  a 
strange  and  seemingly,  meaningless  one,  yet  there 
is  a  peculiarity  about  it  that  makes  it  interesting 
and  yet  very  sad.  The  place  of  wailing  is  on  the 
inside  of  the  wall,  southwest  from  the  Temple 
Place.  They  occupy  a  space  of  a  hundred  or  more 
feet.  Here  they  assemble  to  the  number  of  sev- 
eral hundred  for  the  purpose  of  weeping  over  the 
desolation  of  their  beloved  Zion.  They  stand  with 
their  faces  towards  the  wall  and  read  from  their 
Hebrew  Bibles,  sometimes  in  concert,  and  then 
each  one  will  read  alone.  And  as  they  read,  they 
show  great  demonstrations  of  grief.  Outbursts  of 
weeping  are  often  witnessed  and  the  tears  of  bit- 
terness are  seen  coursing  each  other  down  their 
cheeks. 

On  going  there  on  Friday  afternoon,  we  found 
already  gathered  there,  quite  a  crowd,  sever- 
al hundred  or  more  of  aged  men  and  women, 
weighted  down  with  the  burdens  and  toils  of  years, 
the  middle-aged,  young  men  and  women  in  the 
bloom  and  vigor  of  life,  and  even  children  down 
to  quite  a  tender  age,— the  Rabbis,  the  priests,— 
the  merchants  and  the  laborer,— of  different  cos- 
tumes and  nationalities,  all,  with  one  accord,  read- 
ing and  weeping  and  wailing  as  if  their  hearts 
would  break.  To  see  this  weeping  congregation 
is  a  touching  scene,  and  hard,  indeed,  is  the  heart 
that  is  not  touched  and  drawn  out  for  these  de- 
luded, yet  sincere  and  zealous  people.  And  as  we 
beheld  them  in  their  devotions  we  were  made  to 
say,  O,  when  will  the  stone  be  rolled  away,  the 
blindness  be  removed,  and  the  sweet  light  of  the 
Christ  Gospel  shine  into  their  dark  and  benighted 
hearts!  To  them  first  came  the  offered  blessings, — 
peace  and  life.  But  they  rejected  all, — turned 
away,  and  the  desolation  and  darkness  followed. 
Thev  may  weep  and  wail,  but  peace  and  prosperity 

will   not  return   until   they  cease    »....    

against  the  True  Light,  and  accept  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  Many  of  them  seem  to  have  their  special 
places,  where  they  stand  at  the  wall;  and  in  the 
cracks  and  crevices  nails  are  driven,  having  ref- 
erence, we  suppose,  to  the  confession  of  Ezra  (9: 
8),  "And  now  for  a  little  space,  grace  hath  been 
shown  from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  leave  us  a  rem- 
nant to  escape,  and  to  give  us  a  nail  in  the  Holy 
Place,  that  our  God  may  enlighten  our  eyes,  and 
give  us  a  little  reviving  in  our  bondage." 

As  we  witnessed  this  people  bewailing  their  loss, 
the  thought  came  to  us,  How  weak  is  human  judg- 
ment, how  uncertain  is  human  sight,  and  how  very 
benighted  is  the  soul  without  the  illumination  of 
the  Divine  Light!  O,  can  it  be  that  this  people 
cannot  see,  will  not  believe  and  accept  that  for 
which  their  souls  are  hungering  and  thirsting? 
Yes,  it  can  be,  and  how  much  better  are  we  who 
are  living  in  the  full  blaze  of  the  light  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ? 

To  the  looker-on  the  scene  is  one  that  awakens 
much  thought.  As  we  look  at  the  old  wall,  we 
think  of  the  years  that  have  come  and  gone,  of  the 
changes  that  have  taken  place,  the  earnest  expec- 
tation of  this  people  and  their  disappointments, 
and  yet  their  hoped-for  King  does  not  come,  still, 
the  iron  heel  of  oppression  weighs  down  upon 
them  and  they  are  in  bondage,  in  their  own  land 
and  in  their  own  homes. 

As  the  Jews  have  always  been  an  interesting 
people  to  us,  we  made  repeated  visits  to  this 
"  wailing  place,"  that  we  might,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, get  the  inside  life  of  it,  and  the  more  we  saw 
of  the  services  there  held,  the  more  we  were  im- 
pressed with  the  zeal  and  sincerity,  and  believing 
as  they  do,  we  cannot  but  sympathize  with  them, 
feeling  assured  that  their  looked-for  King,  and 
their  long-desired  restoration  cannot  come  until 
the  Gentile  fulfillment  is  completed,  and  the  dark- 
ness from  their  own  eyes  be  rolled  away.    H.  B.  B, 


•ESSAYS,- 


Tunt,  "  My  Failk  Loots  Up  to  Thee." 
Savior,  on  bended  knee 
My  soul  looks  up  to  Thcc; 

O,  hear  me,  Lord. 
O  may  Thy  love  divine 
III  nil  its  beauty  shine 
And  tune  my  heart  to  Thine 

In  sweet  accord. 
Jesus,  Thou  mighty  One, 
From  heaven's  throne  look  dowrr,. 

My  Gracious  King; 
Upon  the  cruel  tree 
Thy  blood  was  shed  for  me 
That  I  might  ransomed  be 

From  death  and  sin. 
While  on  life's  rugged  way, 
Attend  my  steps  I  pray; 

I  shall  not  doubt  or  fear 
If  only  Thou  be  near; 
O  let  Thy  presence  cheer 

And  when  my  race  is  run. 
When  I  am  welcomed  home, 

My  journey  o'er, 
There  my  inspired  tongue 
Shall  sing  the  sweet,  new  song; 
My  soul  shall  rest  at  home 


"  THE  LORD  OUR  R10.HTEOUSNESS."-Jer.  33:  6. 

BY  S.  N.  M'CANN. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin; 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." — 2 
Cor.  S:  12. 

Man  is  Absolutely  Righteous  Only  by  God's  Plan, 
Fcri~  l-.,«tl,  I'iY.lcslinatcd,  I'.latfl  to  Ki^llteousness^^ 
stand  justified  in  his  sight,  hence  he  foreordained 
that  Christ  should  be  man's  righteousness.  God 
predestinated  that  all  who  should  be  saved,  must  be 
saved  upon  the  merit  of  Christ,  and  not  upon  the 
merit  of  their  own  works.  It  is  according  to  elec- 
tion and  not  according  to  works  that  we  stand. 
Take  away  the  great  doctrine  of  election,  foreordi- 
nation  and  predestination,  and  we  all  go  down 
without  one  ray  of  hope.  This  is  the  only  hopeful 
doctrine;  take  it  away  and  we  must  be  saved  upon 
the  merit  of  our  works  if  saved  at  all.  If  we  want 
to  get  rid  of  this  doctrine  we  must  cut  out  one 
verse  from  every  ten  in  the  New  Testament.  None 
can  be  saved  except  God's  own  elect.  All  others 
are  predestined,  foreordained,  as  a  class,  to  eternal 
damnation.  It  is  by  predestinatk 
tion,  by  election  that  we  stand,  a 
of  righteousness  which  wc  can  do, 
done.  "  Hath  not  the  potter 
of  the  same  lump  to  make  one 
and  another  unto  dishc 


>n,  by  foreordina- 
nd  not  by  works 
r  that  we  have 
;r  over  the  clay, 
ssel  unto  honor, 
Rom.  9:  21.  If  sal- 
vation were  a  matter  of  works,  the  making  or  shap- 
ing of  a  vessel  would  not  be  the  work  of  the  potter 
that  moulds  the  clay.  But  since  salvation  depends 
upon  election,  not  upon  works,  it  is  the  work  of  the 
potter,  and  clay  of  the  same  lump  is  moulded  to 
honor  or  to  dishonor  by  divine  foreordination. 

To  illustrate;  The  good  moral  man  and  the 
Christian  stand  upon  the  same  plane  as  relates  to 
works.  They  are  both  honest,  truthful,  benevo- 
lent, virtuous,— clay  of  the  very  same  lump,  but 
one  goes  to  hell  and  the  other  to  heaven.  "So, 
then,  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that 
runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  mercy."  Rom.  9: 
16. 

If  it  were  a  matter  of  works,  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  him  that  willeth  and  of  him  that  runneth,  but 
since  it  is  not  of  works,  but  of  grace,  it  is  of  God 
that  showeth  mercy.  The  moral  man  is  doomed 
without  the  blood  of  Christ,  hence  far  from  God, 
that  showeth  mercy,— holding  out  to  him  a  city  of 
refuge,  a  free  salvation,  an  elect  household,  a  fore- 
ordained substitute, 


THE    QOBPBL    3^EBSE3STOElK.. 


February  8,  1896, 


The  Christian  falls,  all  covered  with  condemna- 
tion, it  measured  upon  the  merit  of  his  works,  but 
when  measured  upon  the  merit  of  Christ,  his  sub- 
stitute, he  stands  justified.  It  is  of  God,  the  Divine 
potter,  that  showeth  mercy,  and  not  of  him  that 
willeth.  "  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  blessed  us  with  all 
spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ:  Ac- 
cording as  he  hath  chosen  us  in  him,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  that  we  should  be  holy 
and  without  blame  before  him  in  love;  having  pre- 
destinated us  unto  the  adoption  of  children  by  Je- 
sus Christ  to  himself,  according  to  the  good  pleas- 
ure of  his  will."  Eph-.  I!  3-5.  God's  children  are 
chosen  to  be  holy  and  without  blame  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  placed  in  this  state  by 
God's  own  predestined  plan,  and  not  by  anything 
that  they  can  do  or  have  done.  We  cannot  stand 
without  absolute  holiness,  absolute  righteousness, 
and  this  is  obtained  only  by  "being  predestinated 
according  to  the  purpose  of  him  who  workcth  all 
things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will."  Eph. 
1:  11. 

We  can  "be  holy  and  without  blame"  only  by 
the  plan  of  God  "who  hath  saved  us,  and  called 
us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  works, 
but  according  to  his  own  purpose  and  grace,  which 
was  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  be- 
gan." 2  Tim.  1:  9.  None  can  stand  but  God's  own 
elect;  all  others  will  be  lost.  God's  children  stand 
"  elect  according  to  the  foreknowledge  of  God,  the 
Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto 
obedience  and  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesu- 
Christ."     1  Pet.  1:  2. 

They  stand  elect,  not  because  of  any  special 
foreordination  to  them  as  individuals,  but  because 
they  have  accepted  God's  own  predestined  plan  by 
which  a  man  is  made  to  stand,  "holy  and  blame- 
less." God  foresaw  that  man  could  never  waik  up 
to  a  perfect  standard,  therefore  he  predetermined 
to  offer  a  Perfect  Substitute,  Chkist  our  Right- 
eousness, to  every  one  who  would  receive<ihe  pift. 
mi  (ntu  ticctpi    iW   b,.< ^    ^,,.1.1    according   to 

the  foreknowledge  of  God.  God  foresaw  that 
none  could  be  saved  by  works;  therefore,  in  his 
great  mercy,  he  predestinated  a  plan  by  which  all 
could  be  holy,  all  could  be  righteous,  by  which 
every  man  can  stand  as  one  of  God's  own  elect. 
"We  are  bound  to  give  thanks  ahvay  to  God  for 
you,  brethren  beloved  of  the  Lord,  because  God 
hath  from  the  beginning  chosen  you  to  salvation 
through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  and  belief  of 
the  truth:  Whcreunto  he  called  you  by  our  gospel, 
to  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."     2  Thess.  2:  13,  14. 

God  calls  all  men  by  his  Word,  by  his  servants, 
by  the  all-pervading  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
but  only  those  who  heed  the  call  and  accept 
Christ  as  their  righteousness,  ever  become  his  own 
elect.  Whenever  a  man  becomes  a  child  of  God, 
it  is  not  the  man's  willing  that  constitutes  him  a 
child;  nevertheless  no  man  can  become  a  child  un- 
til he  wills  to  become  one,  and  there  is  no  man  with 
Gospel  privileges,  but  what  may  become  an  elect 
child  of  God.  "And  we  know  that  all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpose.  For 
whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  also  did  predestinate  to 
be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he 
might  be  the  firstborn  among  many  brethren. 
Moreover,  whom  he  did  predestinate,  them  he  also 
called:  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  also  justified: 
and  whom  he  justified,  them  he  also  glorified." 
Rom  8:  28-30. 

God  calls  all  men  but  only  those  who  heed  the 
call  and  give  their  love  to  God  "are  the  called 

ACCORDING  TO  HIS    PURPOSE." 

Not  one  of  this  class  is  saved  because  he  wills 
to  be  saved,  and  yet  not  one  of  them  could  be 
saved  if  he  did  not  will  to  be  saved.  Any  man 
may  put  himself  into  this  class  if  he  wills  to  do  so. 
There  is  not  one  of  the  class  that  is  there  without 
God's  call,  and  not  one  of  the  class  but  what  heed- 
ed the  call  and  thereby  became  one  of  the  elect, 
one  of  the  called  according  to  God's  purpose. 
Men  are  adopted  into  the  class  after  they  heed  the 


call  and  not  before.  When  men  heed  the  call  of 
God  and  give  him  their  love  they  are  numbered 
with  the  elect.  "  What  shall  we  then  say  to  these 
things?  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us? 
He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely 
give  us  all  things?  Who  sha'l  lay  anything  to  the 
charge  of  God's  elert?  It  is  God  that  justifieth." 
Rom.  8:  31-33-  Whoever  stands  saved  stands  so 
because  he  has  cut  loose  from  self,  and  be- 
cause he  has  accepted  God's  foreordained  sub- 
stitute, the  predestined  righteousness  of  all  the 
elect  saints. 
Bvidgewater,  Va. 

SATURDAY  OR  SUNDAY-  WHICH? 


BY   G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

Seventh-day  Baptists,  Adventists,  and  Sabbata- 
rians of  all  shades  and  types  pretend  that  the 
keeping  of  the  first-  day  of  the  week  (commonly 
called  Sunday),  instead  of  the  seventh,  known  as 
Saturday,  is  an  invention  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  and  that  Protestants  cannot  prove  its  ob- 
servation from  the  Bible,  but  only  through  the 
written  or  unwritten  tradition  of  the  corrupt  Church 
of  Rome. 

To  this  we  say  that  Sunday  is  mentioned  hi  tlie 
New  Testament,  and  that  it  was  already  kept 
and  hallowed  in  the  times  of  the  holy  apostles. 

1.  In  Rev.  1;  10.  we  find  a  special  name  given  to 
the  first  day  of  the  week.  John  calls  it  "  the  Lords 
Day."  In  Acts  20:7  we  are  told  that  Paul  re- 
mained seven  days  in  Troas,  and  that  on  the  first 
day  of  the  week  the  disciples  came  together  to 
break  bread.  The  same  apostle  wrote  to  the 
Corinthians  (1  Cor.  16;  2),  "Upon  the  first  day 
of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in 
store,  as  God  hath  prospered  him."  .  .  .  Al- 
though these  words  do  not  directly  imply  that 
public  services,  as  we  understand  them,  were  held 
-..  ouimij,  yet  tliey  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
first  day  of  the  week  was  already  a  holy  day,  and 
that  deeds  of  charity  were  considered  as  particu- 
larly expedient  on  that  day.  Heb.  10:  25  shows 
that  the  early  Christians,  at  the  time  the  epistle 
was  written,  had  already  special  meeting  days, 
and  (from  all  the  above-mentioned  passages),  that 
the  keeping  of  Sunday  commenced  in  the  very 
time  of  the  apostles. 

2.  Others  still  are  endeavoring  to  prove  that  the 
change  of  Saturday  to  Sunday  was  a  heathen  institu- 
tion dating  from  the  days  of  Emperor  Constantine  about 
A.  D.  320.  But  we  challenge  any  of  our  op- 
ponents, who  affirm  that  Sunday  was  the  chief 
holiday  of  paganism,  to  adduce  a  single  passage, 
from  either  a  heathen  or  Roman  author,  which 
speaks  of  a  weekly  holiday  in  honor  of  the  sun, 
whether  among  the  Romans  or  pagans.  The 
Romans  had  an  am.ual  holiday  in  honor  of  the 
sun,  but  not  a  weekly  one.  It  always  fell  on  Dec. 
25,  which  now  commemorates  the  nativity  of  Christ. 

3.  Others  declare  that  the  change  of  the  day  of 
rest,  from  Saturday  to  Sunday,  constitutes  a  flagrant 
violation  of  the  law  of  God.  To  this  we  answer 
that  in  the  Decalogue  it  is  not  stated  what  day  of 
the  week  must  be  kept  as  the  seventh.  We  work  six 
consecutive  days  and  rest  on  the  seventh  (Sunday) 
and  thus  faithfully  keep  the  fourth  commandment. 
Will  those  who  say  that  we  transgress  it,  please  state 
in  what  manner  we  do  so?  The  Sabbath  was  a 
shadowy,  transient,  typical  thing,  made  for  man  and 
not  man  for  it.  Hence,  why  so  much  Puritanical 
over-precision  for  a  "  slrndow  of  things  to  come  "  ? 

4.  Christianity  bases  the  keeping  of  Sunday  on 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  who  rose  from  the 
dead  on  the  first  day  of  the  Jewish  week.  It  is 
worth  our  consideration  to  mark  that  the  four 
evangelists  point  out  very  exactly  the  day  of  our 
Lord's  resurrection,-a  thing  which  does  not  oc- 
cur in  as  many  important  events  of  the  life  of  our 
Savior,  viz.,  his  birth,  baptism,  transfiguration,  etc., 
—the  Holy  Spirit  thus  making  the  day  precious 
and  memorable  to  the  followers  of  the  crucified 
;«sus,     It   is,   no  doubt,   for  this   reason   that  the 


primitive  church  has  held  her  religious  meetings 
on  that  day,  and  that  the  Christians  of  subsequent 
ages  have  followed  this  apostolic  example  until 
now. 

Punctilious  Sabbatarians  must  not  forget  that 
St.  Paul  absolutely  rejected  the  Sabbath  day  with 
circumcision.     Gal.  4:  10;  5:  2-6;  Col.  2:  16,  17. 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


UNIFORMITY  IN  DRESS. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 


The  design  of  dress  is  two-fold,  (1)  expediency; 
(2)  comfort. 

Expediency  should  ever  lead,  and  should  never 
be  set  aside  by  comfort,  else  the  cross  will  be  of 
none  effect.  The  thoughtful  Bible  student  will 
at  once  see  the  force  of  this  principle.  But  more 
of  this  later  on. 

Man  is  a  compound  being,  consisting  of  spirit, 
soul  and  body.  "  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit, 
and  soul,  and  body,  be  preserved  blameless  unto 
the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."     1  Thess. 

5:  23- 

The  prayer,  "The  very  God  of  peace  sanciify 
you  wholly,"  refers  to  this  ENTIRE  being.  The 
kingdom  of  God  is  to  affect  the  whole  man. 
"  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  leaven, 
which  a  woman  took,  and  hid  in  three  measures 
of  meal,  till  the  whole  was  leavened."  The  term 
"three"  is  not  used  for  naught  by  Christ  in  this 
parable.  Godliness  has  a  form,  and  this  form  will 
manifest  itself  in  the  spirit,  soul,  and  body.  The 
body  is  inert;  it  cannot  move  itself.  It  can  only 
move  as  affected  by  the  mind.  Every  word  is  an 
index  of  the  mind.  Every  act  is  an  index  of  the 
mind.  Satan  may  imitate  to  deceive  and  destroy, 
but  his  hypocrisy  can  never  annul  this  principle. 
The  sheep  will  ever  have  their  clothing,  no  differ- 
ence how  many  wolves  assume  their  clothing  to 
deceive  anddcvuui.  Lei  ilic  unbeliever  remember 
tins  uuili  when  he  brings  up  his  carcass  of  formal- 
ists and  hypocrites  to  offset  this  principle.  The 
body  being  only  matter,  and  therefore  inert,  can 
only  be  affected  by  the  mind.  Would  we  have 
a  sameness  of  action,  we  must  have  a  sameness 
of  mind.  Would  we  have  a  oneness  of  action, 
we  must  have  a  oneness  of  mind.  Uniformity  of 
mind  will  ultimately  bring  about  uniformity  of 
actions.  Does  the  Bible  teach  this  sameness,  one- 
ness and  uniformity  of  mind?  The  universal 
answer  will  be,  It  certainly  does.  "  Be  of  the 
same  mind."  Rom.  12:16;  Phil.  4:2.  "  Be  of  one 
mind."  2  Cor.  13:  11;  1  Pet.  3:8.  Read  carefully 
John  17.  In  this  line  we  have  "  precept  upon  pre- 
cept, precept  upon  precept;  line  upon  line,  line 
upon  line;  here  a  little  and  there  a  little."  Isa. 
28:  10.  Says  one,  How,  then,  would  you  harmonize 
this  with  the  following:  "  Many  men  of  many 
minds  "  ? 

The  degeneracy  of  the  human  mind  accounts 
for  all  this.  To  bring  about  a  oneness  of  mind, 
there  must  be  a  renewing  of  the  mind.  This  re- 
newing of  the  mind  will  bring  about  a  transforma- 
tion of  the  entire  man.  Rom.  12: 2,  "  Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  your  mind."  Form  is  the  shape 
of  anything,  to  distinguish  from  the  material.  To 
be  conformed-  to  the  world  is  to  be  like  it  in  char- 
acter, manners,  form,  etc.  To  be  transformed  is 
to  be  changed  in  character,  manners,  life,  form, 
etc.  If  the  mind  is  to  be  renewed,  then  we  must 
necessarily  have  a  model.  This  model  we  have 
in  Christ.  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was 
also  in  Christ  Jesus."  Philpp.  2:  5.  "  We  have  the 
mind  of  Christ."  1  Cor.  2:  16.  If  we  are  trans- 
formed by  the  renewing  of  our  minds,  then  we 
"may  prove  what  is  that  good,  and  acceptable, 
and  perfect  will  of  God." 

We  have  said  our  actions  are  an  index  of  the 
mind.  When  we  dress  our  bodies,  we  act.  Uni- 
formity of  mind  will  bring  about  uniformity  of 
action.  Therefore  uniformity  of  mind  will  Ulti- 
mately bring  about  uniformity  in  dress.  God's 
Word  contains  God's  thoughts.  By  his  Word  we 
may  know  when  we  have  the  mind  of  Christ. 
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uely,  or  expedient, 
when  churches  were 
.id  that  women  then 

Of   this   CHASTITY. 


We  have  said  that  the  design  of  dress  ,=, 
pediency  and  comfort.  By  "expediency"  we  here 
mean  that  which  is  profitable,  conducive  to  advan- 
tage, fit  or  proper;  or,  if  you  pleasei  «C0MELY" 
Apply  this  rule  to  the  head-dress,  referred  to  by 
Paul  in  I  Cor.  11:6,  and  what  have  we?  The  veil 
was  generally  used  by  women   in  the   East   as   a 

Sign    Of     CHASTITY,      MODESTY     and     SUBJECTION.      It 

was  an  emblem  of  maiden  modesty  before  men, 
(see  Gen.  24:65);  an  emblem  of  conjugal  chastity 
and  subjection.     See  Gen.  20:  16  and  Num.  5:  18. 

This  was  especially  true  of  Jewish  women.  How- 
ever comfortable  it  would  have  been  for  women 
to  appear  unveiled,  or  uncovered,  in  time  of  pub- 
lic worship  at  Corinth,  in  time  of  Paul's  writing, 
it  would  not  have  been  "coi 
But  how  was  it  in  America 
first  organized  here?  It  is  ss 
wore  some  sort  of  a  cap  as  a  s 
modesty  and  subjection.  Hence  th> 
pediency,  or  comeliness,  was  applied  by  most  of 
churches  then.  Would  it  have  been  comely,  or 
expedient,  then  and  there,  for  women  to  appear 
otherwise  in  public  worship?     * 

The  use  of  carpets  in  Brethren's  houses,  and 
the  wearing  of  boots  by  brethren,  were  once  con- 
sidered inexpedient;  and  they  were.  Has  the 
Word  changed?  No.  The  careful  reader  will 
know  how  to  apply  this  principle.  This  principle 
forbids  all  adorning  of  the  body.  Adorning  the 
body  is  of  no  advantage.  It  is  not  profitable.  To 
adorn  is  to  decorate,  to  embellish,  to  put  on  ad- 
juncts for  display  or  show,  and  thus  beautify  or 
make  attractive.  "  Whose  adorning  let  it  not  be 
that  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and 
of  wearing  of  gold,  or  of  putting  on  of  apparel." 
I  Pet.  3:3. 

When  a  mother  plaits  the  hair  of  her  children 
for  comfort  and  advantage,  she  merely  dresses  the 
children  according  to  the  rule  of  expediency. 
She  does  not  adorn  their  heads.  Such  plaiting 
the  hair  is  not  forbidden.  But  should  she  add  ad- 
juncts, and  in  any  way  embellish  or  decorate  to 
make  attractive,  then  she  adorns  in  so  doing,  and 
violates  this  rule  of  Paul  and  Peter. 

The  same  rule  applies  in  the  wearing  of  gold. 
Wearing  of  gold  buttons,  charms,  watch-cases  and 
chains,  finger-rings,  breastpins,  etc.,  all  fall  in  line 
of  adorning,  and  are  forbidden.  But  how  about 
"  putting  on  of  apparel  "  ?  Apparel  is  clothing. 
To  clothe  or  dress  our  bodies  with  apparel  for 
comfort  and  expediency  is  our  duty.  But  to 
adorn  our  bodies  in  putting  on  apparel  is  positive- 
ly forbidden.  The  Brethren's  advice  on  the  dress 
i  always  been  in  line  with  this  rule, 
nembers  may  differ  now  and  then  as 
ire  unneces-ary  adjuncts  to  apparel, 
differ    where    the    line    of    necessary 


question  ha 
Individual  1 
to  what  a: 
They 


clothing  ends,  and  the  line  of  unnecessary  adorn- 
ing begins. 

What,  then,  is  the  Gospel  rule  to  secure  that 
sameness,  or  oneness  of  mind,  in  all  these  things? 
We  twice  read,  "  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors 
there  is  safety."  Prov.  11:14;  24:6-  Read  also 
Prov.  15:22.  This  rule  Christ  taught  in  Matt. 
18:  17.  In  all  such  matters  each  individual  mem- 
ber is  to  hear  the  united  advice  of  the  church. 
The  apostles  observed  this  rule  in  forming  a  one- 
ness of  mind  on  matters  where  they  were  not  of 
one  mind.  Read  Acts  15.  In  Matt.  18  the  safe 
Bible  rule  is  taught.  In  Acts  15  it  is  beautifully 
exemplified.  If  each  individual  member  submits 
to  this  safe  Bible  rule,  there  will  be  a  oneness  of 
mind;' and  this  oneness  of  mind  will  bring  about 
a  oneness  of  action.  Apply  this  rule  to  the  dress 
question,  and  you  will  have  a  uniformity  in  dress. 

Let  us  illustrate:  Take  for  instance  the  collar 
on  the  brethren's  coat.  Some  considered  the  large 
collar  turned  down  as  merely  an  adornment.  Oth- 
ers thought  differently.  Hence  the  safe  rule  of 
the  Bible,  referred  to  above,  was  applied  and  a 
uniformity  of  mind  was  attained.  The  ultimate 
result  of  this  uniformity  of  mind  will  be  uniformity 
of  action.  What  a  wonderful  power  for  unanimity 
of  mind  the  above  safe  Bible  rule  has  been  to 
God's  peoplel^It  will  ever  be  so  when  Ps.  110:3 


will  be  their  characteristic.  "Thy  people  shall 
be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power." 

Says  one,  the  Bible  rule  of  non-adorning  the 
body  will  only  bring  about  plainness  of  dress.  We 
have  shown  by  fair  illustration  that  plainness  of 
dress,  as  brought  about  by  the  safe  B.ble  rule  of 
the  non-adornment  of  the  body,  will  bring  about 
uniformity  in  dress. 

We  have  been  strongly  urged  to  present  some 
thoughts  on  the  dress  question,  hence  the  above. 
One  dear  brother  writes  the  following:  "The  dress 
question  is  the  only  great  question  I  have  to  meet 
now,  and  I  meet  it  almost  daily."  We  know  how 
he  intends  the  word  "great"  to  be  understood. 
The  dear  brother  presents  the  following  critical 
questions:  (1)  "Should  a  member  who  is  strong 
in  every  doctrine  of  the  church,  except  in  the  uni- 
formity, be  held  as  a  member? "  By  all  means, 
if  he  is  susceptible  of  being  taught.  The  mission 
of  the  church  is  to  save,  and  not  to  destroy.  We 
are  saved  by  faith,  and  faith  cometh  by  hearing. 
Part  of  Christ's  great  commission  to  the  church  is, 
"teaching  them  to  observe  all  things."  The 
church  power  lies  in  "teaching."  Wherever  she 
fails  in  this,  her  mission  is  a  failure.  (2)  "  If  such 
a  member  should  be  admonished  and  borne  with 
for  a  time,  should  he  or  she  be  admitted  to  the 
Communion?  If  not,  please  explain  the  Scripture, 
"  If  ye  eat  not,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  It  is  bet- 
ter not  to  eat,  than  to  eat  with  offense.  However, 
this  question  has  so  many  bearings  that  it  will 
not  do  to  answer  it  with  an  affirmative  or  negative. 
The  Bible  rule  is  the  only  safe  one  here.  It  is 
found  in  Rom.  14.  The  summary  is  found  in 
Rom.  15:1-4.  If  this  rule  were  more  fully  under- 
stood and  observed  by  us  all,  there  would  be  more 
harmony  and  uniformity  in  all  things.  Let  none 
of  us  rest  in  the  illustrations  used  by  Paul,  and 
fail  to  apprehend  the  principle.  We  do  not  wish 
the  reader  to  make  a  hobby  of  the  body,  to  the 
neglect  of  the  spirit  and  soul.  The  careful  reader 
will  observe  that  we  labored  in  this  line  of  thought. 

HhYlniUi.  Dhisi 


To  indulge  the  money-getting  propensity  at  the 
expense  of  higher  and  nobler  feelings  will  tempt  s 
man  to  get  money  at  the  expense  of  his  fellows 
Such  is  sure  to  be  the  result  if  the  love  of  money  i: 
allowed  to  dominate  the  life.  The  Psalmist  says 
"  If  riches  increase  set  not  your  heart  upon  them." 
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Time. — Perhaps  early  autu 
long  after  last  lesson. 

Places.— Capernaum,  a  city  on  the  n< 
em  shore  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  and  Nain, 
Galilean  village  about  twenty-two  miles  si 
from  Capernaum. 

Persons. — The  centurion,  his  servant,  the  eld- 
ers of  the  Jews,  the  people  of  Nain,  the  widow,  her 
son,  and  Jesus,  the  Great  Healer. 

Introductory. — After  the  close  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount,  from  which  our  last  lesson  was 
taken,  Jesus  and  his  disciples  returned  to  Caper- 
naum, where  the  centurion's  servant  was  healed. 
From  here  they  set  out  on  their  second  mission- 
ary tour  through  Galilee,  and  while  on  this  jour- 
ney he  raised  the  widow's  son  at  Nain. 

I.  THE  MIRACLE  AT  CAPERNAUM. 

I.  Nearness  of  relation.  The  servant  of  the  cen- 
turion who  was  sick  was  one  "  who  was  dear  unto 
kirn!'  It  certainly  sreaks  well  for  this  centurion 
that  he  had  a  servant  who  was  dear  unto  him. 
The  relation  between  the  employer  and  the  em- 
ployed, the  master  and  the  servant,  is  not  always 
as  near  and  intimate  as  it  should  be.  He  whose 
vocation  makes  it  necessary  for  him  to  employ 
much  labor,  perhaps  has  no  greater  opportunity 
of  doing  good  than  in  the  exercise  of  a  proper  in- 
fluence over  those  in  his  employ.     At  any  rate  it 


is  well  to  remember  that  when  with  his  servants,  a 
man  needs  his  religion  as  much  as  at  any  other 
time. 

And  we  ought  to  be  reminded  here,  too,  that 
there  is  no  relation  in  life  so  near  and  dear,  so 
cherished  and  sacred,  but  that  sickness  and  death 
may  sever  it.  Let  all  our  relations  in  this  life  be 
sanctified  by  the  love  of  God.  Then,  when  death 
comes,  we  may  feel,  not  that  the  ties  are  forever 
broken,  but  that  we  merely  suffer  a  momentary 
separation  in  the  crossing  of  the  dark,  narrow 
stream,  and  that  we  shall  soon  again  be  brought 
together  in  a  sweet  and  perfect  and  everlasting  un- 
ion on  the  other  shore. 

2.  Jesus  sought  "  And  when  he  heard  of  Jesus, 
he  sent  unto  him."  There  are  not  enough  of  us 
that  go  to  Jesus  in  time  of  sickness.  The  centu-" 
rion  was  richly  blessed  by  his  sending  to  the  Mas- 
ter, and  I  know  of  no  reason  why  we  may  not  be 
blessed  under  similar  circumstances  to-day.  The 
Lord  says,  "Ask  and  ye  shall  receive."  "Is  any 
among  you  afflicted?  let  him  pray,"  says  James. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  sick  should  put  off 
their  praying  and  their  call  to  the  elders  for 
anointing  till  they  are  near  death's  door.  We 
need  not,  nor  should  we  wait  till  we  arc  dan- 
gerously sick,  but  it  is  our  privilege  to  come  at  any 
and  all  times.  And  to  stay  away  from  the  Lord 
when  we  might  come,  indicates  a  serious  lack  of 
faith  or  criminal  indifference  to  our  own  highest 
good. 

3.  The  ground  of  hope.  On  the  ground  of  what 
he  had  done  for  them,  the  centurion  now  hoped 
that  the  Jewish  elders  would  plead  his  case  before 
the  Lord.  And  they  did.  They  said  he  "was 
worthy."  The  man  who  never  goes  to  the  Lord 
except  when  he  is  in  trouble  can  hardly  expect  as 
much  as  he  whose  life  is  ever  full  of  good  works. 
Groans  and  petitions  are  not  enough  as  long  as 
there  is  any  occasion  for  gratitude  and  gifts. 

II.  THE  MIRACLE  AT  NAIN. 

1.  The  good  of  bereavement.     "When    the    Lord 

funeral  train,  so  far  as  the  record  shows,  there  was 
but  one  object  that  called  lorth  the  compassion  of 
the  Lord  and  led  to  the  bestowment  of  his  spe- 
cial blessing,— and  that  was  a  bereaved  mother. 
It  seemed  like  the  saddest  of  visitations  that  this 
poor  widow  should  lose  her  only  son;  but  had  it 
not  been  for  this,  perhaps  she  never  would  have 
come  in  personal  contact  with  the  Lord.  So  of- 
ten it  has  happened  since  that  time  that  some 
great  adversity,  sore  affliction  or  sad  bereavement 
has  brought  the  sufferer  into  a  more  sacred  near- 
ness with  Christ  than  he  had  ever  known  before. 
Let  us  not  chafe  too  much  under  the  heavy  yoke, 
or  sigh  and  complain  when  the  day  is  dark;  the 
Lord  may  be  near  and  about  to  bestow  an  un- 
looked-for blessing! 

2.  The  sting  of  death  removed.  "  He  that  was 
dead  sat  up."  "  God  hath  visited  his  people."  It 
was  almost  nineteen  hundred  years  ago  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  appeared  in  the  flesh,  moved  about 
among  men  and  proved  himself  the  resurrection 
and  the  life  by  the  performance  of  miracles  like 
the  one  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  this  les- 
son. And  so  long  ago  has  it  been  that  the  real 
significance  of  the  fact  is  in  a  great  measure  lost 
•sight  of  to-day.  We  may  rejoice,  and  ought  to 
rejoice,  as  much  in  the  power  of  Christ  over  death 
as  manifested  then,  as  did  the  people  of  his  own 
day.  He  hath  robbed  the  grave  of  its  victory  and 
death  of  its  sting,  and  that  for  all  time.  The 
Lord  in  spirit  stands  by  the  weeping  mothers  and 
wives,  and  broken-hearted  fathers  and  husbands, 
and  the  poor  orphans  of  this  generation,  and  bids 
them,  "Weep  not!"  Had  it  not  been  for  the  great 
Death-conqueror's  work  in  our  behalf,  the  human 
race  would  have  been  one  long  funeral  procession 
of  inconsolable  mourners.  But  now  the  world 
to  come  is  as  real  as  the  present.  Henceforth  let 
us  live  this  life  as  but  the  beginning  of  that  which 
is  without  end!  Verily,  "God  hath  visited  his 
people."  James  M.  Neff. 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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QUESTIONS. 

Can  you  put  the  spider's  web  back  in  place 

That  once  has  been  swept  away? 
Can  you  put  the  apple  again  on  the  bough 

Which  fell  at  our  (cet  to-day? 
Can  you  put  the  lily-cup  back  on  Ihe  stem, 

And  cause  it  to  live  and  grow? 
Can  you  mend  the  bulterjly's  broken  wing 

That  you  crushed  with  a  hasty  blow? 
Can  you  put  the  bloom  again  on  the  grape, 

And  the  grape  again  on  the  vine? 
Can  you  put  the  dewdrops  back  on  the  flow; 

And  make  them  sparkle  and  shine? 
Can  you  put  the  petals  back  on  the  rose? 

If  you  could,  would  It  smell  as  sweet? 
Can  you  put  the  Rower  again  on  the  husk, 

And  show  me  the  ripened  wheat? 
Can  you  put  the  kernel  again  in  the  nut, 

Or  the  broken  egg  in  the  shell? 
Can  you  put  the  honey  back  in  the  comb. 
Can  you  put  the  perfume  back  in  the  vase 

When  once  it  has  sped  away? 
Can  you  put  the  corn  silk  back  on  the  corn, 

Or  down  on  the  catkins?    Say, 
You  think  my  questions  are  trifling,  dear? 


Letr 
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A  CASE  OF  YELLOW  FEVER. 


f  It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1872  that  myself  and 
my  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Margaret  Leitch,  left 
our  Vermont  home,  and,  taking  the  money  which 
we  had  earned  upon  the  old  farm,  went  South  and 
opened  schools  for  the  poor  freedmen.  My  sis- 
ters opened  a  day  school  and  a  night  school  in 
Alexandria,  Virginia,  where  they  taught  some 
two  hundred  pupils.  I  went  on  beyond  and 
opened  a  school  in  Warrenton,  teaching  a  day 
school  and  an  evening  school,  the  aggregate  at- 
tendance being  about  two  hundred.  The  need 
was  great,  the  people  were  utterly  ignorant,  the 
work  was  severe,  but  it  was  gladly  done  without 
pay  or  reward,  for  the  sake  of  Christ  and  his  poor.  ■ 

While  we  were  engaged  in  this  work,  in  the 
early  spring  of  1873,  the  yellow  fever  appeared  in 
Alexandria  and  raged  terribly.  It  was  required 
that  a  yellow  flag  be  displayed  from  every  house 
where  the  yellow  fever  was;  and  my  sisters  could 
stand,  and  from  their  schoolhouse  door  count  thirty 
of  time  yellow  flags,  which  told  of  the  dreaded 
ravages  of  the  terrible  disease.  Their  pupils  were 
coming  from  all  quarters,  and  it  would  seem  al- 
most impossible  for  the  teachers  to  escape  the 
dreadful  scourge;  but  they  prayed  and  trusted  and 
labored  on. 

My  school  was  kept  in  the  old  government  bar- 
racks, and  I  had  a  room  there  where  I  slept.  One 
morning  just  before  school-time,  a  messenger  came 
to  me  with  a  telegram   from   Alexandria,  inform- 


ing me  that  my  eldest  sister,  Mary,  was  taken  with 
the  yellow  fever,  and  requesting  me  to  come  at 
once.  The  telegram  had  been  received  some  time 
before,  yet  it  was  not  delivered  until  after  the  train 
llad gone;  and  when  I  inquired  why  the  telegram 
was  held  back,  the  operator  professed  not  to  know 
where  to  find  me, — a  statement  which  required 
some  faith  on  my  part  to  accept,  as  it  would  have 
probably  been  hard  to  find  another  person  in  town 
who  did  not  know  the  whereabouts  of  "the  nigger 
teacher."  But  the  train  was  gone,  and  there  was 
no  help  for  it;  and  there  was  no  other  train  until 
the  next  morning.  The  distance  to  Alexandria 
was  some  forty  or  fifty  miles,  the  roads  were  thick 
with  Virginia  mud,  and  there  was  nothing  I  could 
do  but  wait  and  pray. 

I  was  distressed  in  spirit,  and  went  down  to  the 
house  of  a  godly  colored  woman,  whom  I  knew  as 
an  earnest  Christian,  and  asked  her  to  join  with  me 
in  prayer  that  the  Lord  would  heal  my  sister.  We 
offered  up  our  united  petitions,  and  I  was  never 
given  faith  to  ask  for  any  temporal  thing  as  I 
was  to  ask  for  that.  We  plead  the  promises  of 
Christ,  and  believed  that  we  did  receive  the  things 
we  asked  for.  We  left  the  matter  then  with  the 
Lord.  Before  night  I  received  another  telegram 
stating  that  my  sister  was  well.  I  firmly  believe 
that  the  Lord  healed  her  in  answer  to  prayer. 
That  sister  still  lives,  though  twenty  years  have 
passed  away,  and  now,  in  far-off  Ceylon,  superin- 
tends missionary  work  in  a  field  of  40,000  people. 
She  has  a  large  number  of  schools,  taught  by  ear- 
nest native  Christian  teachers,  and  is  still  holding 
forth  the  Word  of  Life,  in  that  dark  and  benighted 


THOUGHTS  FROM  THE  ORIENT. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

The  heart  will  always  have  something  to  wish 
for  and  something  to  regret,  until  Christ  has  blot- 
ted out  its  past  and  illumined  its  future. 

Self-denial  is  a  thing  that  is  most  admired  and 
the  least  practiced. 

If  I  knew  a  place  where  my  "old  man"  could 
not  follow  me,  there  would  I  pitch  my  tent. 


One  begins  to  be  something 
be  nothing. 


vhen  he  begins  to 


Persecution  has   done   more  to   propagate   the 
Gospel  than  all  the  preachers  combined. 
*  *  • 

Old  people  who  mercilessly  censure  and  con- 
demn the  pleasures  of  youth  must  be  compared  to 
a  selfish  traveler  who  disturbs  the  waters  of  a 
spring  after  he  has  quenched  his  thirst. 

If  young  people  must  remember  that  they  will 
grow  old  sometime,  old  people  must  not  forget 
that  they  were  once  young,  and  that  it  was  not  so 
easy  then  to  avoid  what  they  now  call  weaknesses 
and  vices. 


CHRISTIAN  DEVELOPMENT. 

BY  LENA  M.  WIEAND. 

As  there  are  different  degrees  of  perfection  in 
Christian  character,  so  there  are  different  means 
for  developing  Christian  character. 

The  character  that  develops  most  rapidly  and 
most  beautifully,  is  the  one  that  receives  the  sharp- 
est corrections  and  endures  the  severest  pangs. 
To  accept  gladly  these  chastisements  from  the 
hand  of  the  Master,  and  endure  them  unflinching- 
ly, reveals  but  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  charac- 
ter. 

When  suffering  follows  suffering,  and  disap- 
pointment follows  disappointment,  all  must  be  ac- 
cepted without  a  murmur.  The  Master-hand  deals 
out  in  love  what  his  wisdom  knows  is  best.  To 
know  this,  is  it  not  enough?  Sometimes,  but  not 
now,  we  shall  understand. 

Let  us,  therefore,  exercise  more  confiding  faith 


in  Omnipotent  Love,  and  trust 
send  us  what  he  will. 
Mt.  Morris,  III. 


sdom  to 


THE  BROKEN  TOMB. 


There  is  a  story  told  of  a  German  countess,  who 
was  a  skeptic,  that  before  her  death  she  gave  mi- 
nute directions  as  to  the  forming  of  her  tomb.  It 
was  to  be  solidly  built,  with  strong  iron  clasps  to 
hold  down  the  stone  slab  covering  to  the  parts  be- 
neath, and  on  the  slab  this  inscription  was  to  be 
placed:  "This  burial  place,  purchased  to  all  eter- 
nity, must  never  be  opened."  But  a  small  seed, 
which  had  chanced  to  fall  between  the  covering 
and  the  stone  it  rested  upon,  germinated  and 
grew.  The  expansive  power  of  its  growth,  con- 
tinued year  by  year,  in  time  broke  the  iron  clasps 
from  their  moorings,  and  finally  reduced  the  tomb 
itself  to  a  shapeless  ruin.  How  vain  are  the  at- 
tempts of  men  to  gainsay  God's  purposes!  He 
has  declared  in  his  Word  that  there  shall  be  a  res- 
urrection, and  in  his  own  appointed  time  a  resur- 
rection there  will  be,  despite  the  skepticisms  and 
unbelief  of  men. 


WHEN  WORK  FITS  WOMAN. 

Elevate  Domestic  Service  and  Check  the  Mad  Rush  of 
Girls  for  Business  Life. 

Edward  W.  Bok,  in  February  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,  considers  editorially  "  When  Work  Fits 
Woman,"  a  text  under  which  he  enters  emphatic 
and  vigorous  protest  against  the  mad  rush  of  wom- 
en to  seek  employment  in  mercantile  and  manu- 
facturing establishments.  The  article  is  evidently 
inspired  by  the  recent  public  utterances  of  one  of 
the  largest  employers  of  women  in  Pennsylvania, 
who,  in  raising  his  voice  against  this  evil,  asserts 
"  that  more  wrong  has  been  done  to  thousands  of 
girls  who  have  gone  into  our  commercial  houses 
than  the  world  dreams  of,"  and  urges  young  wom- 
en who  are  seeking  positions,  to  engage  as  domes- 
tics where  they  are  safe  from  danger,  where  their 
surroundings  would  be  elevating  and  congenial, 
and  in  a  field  which  greatly  needs  them. 

Mr.  Bok  emphasizes  these  utterances  and  goes 
farther,  saying:  "The  fact  cannot  be  disputed  that 
no  single  factor  in  modern  life  is  doing  so  much 
to  degenerate  our  young  womanhood  as  this  mad 
race  on  the  part  of  girls,  impelled  by  necessity  or 
not,  to  go  into  the  business  world.  These  may 
sound  like  strong  words  to  the  ears  of  some,  but 
to  those  who  are  really  cognizant  of  the  immen- 
sity of  the  evil  results  that  are  being  wrought, 
they  will  simply  fit  the  case  and  not  go  beyond  it. 
In  altogether  too  many  of  our  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial establishments,  stores  and  factories,  the 
men  into  whose  hands  is  given  the  power  to  em- 
ploy and  control  girls  are  not  fit,  from  a  moral 
standpoint,  to  herd  swine.  And  yet  thousands  of 
our  young  women  are  allowed  to  go  from  their 
homes  to  work  under  the  influence  of  these  men, 
and  in  the  atmosphere  vitiated  by  them.  And 
why?  Simply  because  it  is  considered  more  're- 
spectable' to  be  employed  in  an  office,  store  or 
factory,  than  to  be  engaged  in  domestic  service. 
The  very  word  'servant 'has  a  taint  about  it  that 
the  majority  of  young  women  dislike,  and  from 
which  they  flee.  But  what  else  are  they  in  busi- 
ness establishments  than  servants,  pure  and  simple? 
There  can  be  no  difference  but  an  imaginary  one. 
That  is  all.  Far  less  leniency  is  shown  in  our 
business  houses  to  women  employees  than  is 
shown,  as  a  rule,  in  our  homes  to  domestic  help,— 
infinitely  less." 

Mr.  Bok  further  argues  that  if  the  mistress 
would  seek  to  elevate  domestic  work,  to  treat  serv- 
ants with  greater  consideration,  and  to  have  the 
daughters  of  the  family  show  some  active  interest 
and  participation  in  household  work,  better,  more 
intelligent  and  more  reliable  women  would  be  at- 
tracted to  the  kitchens  of  our  homes,  and  the  de- 
structive rush  of  young  girls  to  work  in  stores, 
counting-houses  and  factories,  would  be  largely 
checked,  and  a  modern  evil  to  a  great  extent  cur- 
tailed. 
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THE  GOSPEL  BIRD. 

On  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  especially  in  Liberi 
there  is  a  little  bird  whose  sweet  notes  seem  d: 
tinctly  to  say,  "  Go!  preach  the  Gospel!  gol"  To 
many  who  for  the  first  time  hear  it,  it  so  clearly  ut- 
ters these  words  that  they  can  scarcely  be  persuad- 
ed that  it  is  not  a  human  voice.  An  English  offi- 
cer, as  he  first  heard  it,  supposed  it  was  a  paroquet 
trained  to  utter  the  expression.  And  so  plain  is 
the  utterance,  that  the  little  songster  has  long  since 
received  the  name  of  "  The  Gospel  Bird."  A  lady 
to  whom  the  facts  were  related,  was  so  struck  with 
them,  that  she  wrote  the  following  lines,  which  I 
am  permitted  to  send  to  your  paper: 

What  voice  is  that,  so  softly  clear, 
Now  heard  afar,  now  hovering  near, 
Amid  the  murmurs  of  the  breeze 
That  sigh  among  the  plantain  trees? 
A  voice  that  utters  words  I  know — 
"Gol  preach  the  Gospel!  Gol" 

Is  it  a  spirit  sent  from  God 
To  point  his  messenger  a  road 
Through  jungles  dense,  or  deserts  wild. 
To  reach  his  far-off  heathen  child? 
Whence  comes  that  urgent  pleading  low— 
"  Gol  preach  the  Gospel!    Go! "? 


Nay,  not  a  spirit;  from  a  bird 
Those  words  of  high  import  are  hear 
Thus  in  this  strange,  benighted  land 
I  seem  to  hear  God's  own  command: 
For  Christ's  sake  who  has  loved  us  s 


rh  the  Go 


Go! 


Oh,  t 


1  the  tiny  seed, 
/ide  its  shade  to  bless 


Thou  blessed  bird! 

Is  heard  that  const; 

The  message  of  a  love  divine 

Shall  speed  through  all  this  land  of  thine 

Until  the  powers  of  darkness  fly 

Like  night  before  day's  glowing  eye. 

Ah,  yes,  no  power  has  e'er  withstood 

The  quiet  force  of  love  and  goad; 

Slowly,  but  surely,  on  they  s 

As  springs  towards  he 

And  stretches  i 

The  wanderers  in  the  wilderness. 

Sing  on,  sweet  bird,  thy  heaven-taught  lay, 
Until  shall  dawn  that  glorious  day, 
When,  through  the  Gospel  truth  made  free, 
Thy  land  hath  no  more  need  of  thee, 
Thou  prophet-voice,  who  urgest  so, 
"  Gol  preach  the  Gospell    Go!  " 

—Selected  or  Mollie  Munch. 

THE  FLIGHT  OF  TIME. 

BY  EMILY  R.  STIFLER  RITTER. 

'  Moments  make  the  hours,  hours  make  the  days ; 
days  make  weeks,  months  and  years.  Each  day 
passing  o'er  us  brings  us  nearer  our  home  the  one 
prepared  for  those  who  have  labored  fa.thfully  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Last  evening,  while  listening  to  the  mus.c  of  a 
beautiful  and  novel  instrument,  the  thought  came, 
What  must  the  lovely  strains  be  in  the  New  Jeru- 
salem! And  as  the  music  ceased  and  the  vibrations 
gradually  died  away,  the  thought  came,  How  sw  - 
fy  time  is  passing  to  eternity,  and  how  many  sou 
are  daily  passing  away!  But  a  deeper  and  more 
lasting  thought  than  this,  How  many,  thus  passing 
away,  have  lived  the  life  of  the  righteous,  so  that 
their  last  days  may  be  like  his? 

Reader,  do  you  ever  think  that  your  life  is  pass- 
ing away  with  the  ticking  of  the  clock?  You  must 
be  busy  in  the  Master's  service,  for,  sooner  or  later, 
time  will  cease  with  you,  and  you  will  land  in  eter- 
nity without  the  welcome  plaudit,  "  Well  done. 

Mi.  Pleasant,  Pa. 


MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  NOVEMBER,  1895. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.    Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.    Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 
HOME   AND  EUROPEAN  FUND. 
{Used  only  for  Milium  in  U.  S..  Denmark  and  S-.oeden.) 
Illinois.— Waddam's  Grove  church,  $10.50;  Lanark 
church,  $20;  Sterling  church,  S6.60;  Bro.  Fahnestock,  50 
cents;  Georgetown   Sunday   school   of   Cherry   Grove 
church,   St  1.30;    Naperville    Miss.,   $6.60;    Napervillc 
Tract,  $2.90;  Rock  River  church,  $15.25;  a  sister,  Cher- 
ry Grove,  SS;  D.  Barrick.  Byron,  SI;  Mrs.  Correll,  Mt. 
Morris, Si;  Sunday  school  at  Mt.  Morris,  $25.82;  Silver 
Creek  church,  50  cents;  Silver  Creek  church,  $4. 25;  A. 
J.  N.and  wife,  Oakley,  S24  50;  Joe  Price,  Mt.M0rris.S3; 
Maple  Grove  Sunday  school  of  Silver  Creek  church,  $2; 
Silver  Creek  church,  $12.50;  Millcdgeville  church,  $2.95; 
Naperville  church,  $3-32;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $12.12; 

total S200  61 

Iowa.— Lovers  of  the  Cause,  Adel,  $5;  Mary  Emmert, 
Mt.  Vernon,  S25;  English  River  church,  $10.17;  South 
Keokuk  church,  S3;  South  Waterloo  Sunday  school, 
$10;  Lewis  M.  Rob  and  wife.  Si ;  Spring  Creek  church, 

$7.84;  total, $  62  o 

Ohio. — Peter  Neff,  Sugar  Creek,  $2;  Lower  Miami 
church,  S9.70;  Loramies  church,  Si. 77;  Oakland  church, 
Darke  Co.,  S7-06;  Logan  church,  Logan  Co.,  S5;  abroth- 
er,  Zanesville,  $1;  Lydia  Showalter,  Waidsworth,  55 
cents;  Chippewa  church,  $5. 30;  Lower  Stillwater  church, 

S23.83;  Rome  church,  S3.43;  total S  5g  64 

Nebraska.— Weeping  Water  church,  $[4;  J.  S.  Gabel, 
Lincoln,  $io;  Mary  E.  Brooks,  Salem,  Si;  Howard 
Kreps,  Salem,  50  cents;  Dessa  Kreps,  50  cents;  South 

Beatrice  church,  S3;  total, S  29  Co 

Indiana.— Jemima  Kobb,  Linwood,  50  cents;  Solo- 
mon's Creek  congregation,  S12.59;  Mary  M.  Mishler, 
Kokomo,  50  cents;   Nettle  Creek    church,    so   cents; 

South  Bend  church, 91.30;  total, S15  39 

Pennsylvania— -Mary  Rohrer,  Honey  Grove,  socents; 
L.  C.  and  L.  E.,  $5;  a  brother  and  sister,  Scalp  Level, 

$2;  Phcebe  Zook,  Mattawana,  50  cents;  total $    8  00 

•  Missouri.- -H.  H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  $3.34;  Mrs.  Mat- 
tie  Foster,  Springfield,  Si;  a  brother,  Unionville,  $2. 50; 

total, S    6  84 

Marylana  —  James    -r.    o.nl>*t>»,    d-i*.'-,«™     sc-    - 

brother,  Union  Bridge,  50  cents;  total $     S  S° 

Florida.— Mm.  G.  W.  King,  $5 ;  total $    5  °° 

Michigan.— A  member,  Thomapple  church,  %i;  total,*    5  00 

Oregon.— Mohawk  Valley  chu1ch.S4.25;  total, S    4  25 

Kansas—  F.N. Sargeant, 718 Market  St.,  Emporia.Sl; 
unknown,  Conway  Springs,  $1 ;  Susan  Codnan,  Annelly, 

25  cents;  a  brother  and  sister,  Peabody,  $1 ;  total S    3  25 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church,  $2.70;  total $    2  70 

Virginia- A   brother,   Spring   Creek,    $1;    Pleasant 

Valley  church,  Mt.  Sidney,  $1-5°:  total %    2  50 

Marriage  Notices.— Andrew  Chambers,  Va.,  Si ;  Isaac 
Myers,  111.,  50  cents;  Henry  Etter,  Mo.,  50  cents;  total,. $    2  00 

lowa.—M.  W.  Emmert,  1606  Lyon  St.,  Des  Moines, 
$1.20;  Samantha  Morgan,  50  cents;  Christ  Faucett,  50 

cents ;  total *    2  20 

California—  Tropico  church,  $1-70;  Angeline  Reese, 

Sanger,  25  cents;  total ■ 8     '  « 

Minnesota.- Z.  G.  Atkinson,  $i ;  total $    1  00 


Missouri— H.  H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  S3-33;  a  brother, 
Unionville,  S2.50;  total, $    5  83 

Nebraska.—].  S.  Gable,  Lincoln,  $5;  Edward  Keller, 
Octavia,  10  cents;  total S     5  IO 

l'cHnsylmmia.-L.  and  C.  and  L.  and  E.,  $1;  Mrs.  J. 
C.  Henderson,  Etna,  S3:  Montgomery  church,  $1;  total, $     5  00 

Indiana-  Center  View  church,  $1;  a  sister,  Middle- 

dletowu,  $1 ;  Jemima  Kob,  Linwood,  50  cents;  , 

P.ymcmlh,$l;  total S    3  So 

Tgxta.— Mary  Marchman,  Estacado,  $1.75;  total $     I  75 

Kansas.— Brother  and  sister  Zolitz,  Solomon  City,  Si; 
Susan  Codnan,  Annelly,  25  cents;  total,.. $     I  25 

California.— A  brother,  Lordsburg,  $1 ;  total S     I  00 

North  Carolina.— Antoinette  Sides,  Salem,  50  cents; 

total, $        50 

Colorado—  William  Pontius,  Denver,  50  cents,  total, .$       50 

Total $  4968 

ASIA  MINOR  MISSION  PUND. 
( To  of  mod  In  tie  Minion  In  Alia  Minor.) 
Illinois.— D.  Barrick,  SI;  Silver  Crsek  church,  $1; 
,\l,s.  II.  W.  Brinkcrhoff,  826  Millbcrry  St.,  Rockford, 
$1;  Silver  Creek  church,  $12.50;  Elsie  Mershburn,  Es- 
tacado, 15  cents;  Austin  Mershburn,  Kstacado,  locents; 
Naperville  church,  $7.25;  Pigeon  Creek  church,  $1.77: 

Cerro  Gordo  church,  $12.13;  total $  36  9° 

Indiana. — Mary   M.   Mishler,   Kokomo,    Si;    Upper 

Deer  Creek  church,  $1.52;    ,    Plymouth,    $1; 

Rock  Run  church,  SK.68;  Springfield  church,  $9.40;  St. 
Joseph  church,  $2.60;  H.  W.  Barr,  Arcadia,  $1;  a  sister, 
Middlctown,  Si;  Jemima  Kob,  Linwood,  50  cents; 
Wesley  Weaver,  Brimlield,  $1;  Will  Weaver,  Brim- 
field,  $i;  a  sister,  Cambridge  City,  $1;  sister  Lou  B. 

Rohrer,  Walnut,  $3.50;  total $  33  20 

Iowa.— J.  Edwin  Jones,  Grundy  Center,  1;  a  sister, 
Dry  Creek  church,  $2;  Greene  church,  $11.17;  Liberty- 
ville  church.  S3.38;  M.  W.  Emmert,  1606  Lyon  St.,  Des 

Moines,  $1 ;  total S  18  55 

Kansas-  Brother  and  sister  Zolitz,  $1 ;  0.  P.  J.,  Dun- 
lap,  $5;  Catherine  Newkirk,  Mich.  Valley,  $1;  Salem 
Berry  and  wife,  McCune,  $5;  Susan  Codnan,  Annelly, 

25  ccnls;  O/awkie  church,  $3.25; ,  Hcrington, 

$2.35;  toial S  17  85 

Pennsylvania.— -L.  A.  and  L.  E.,  $1;  Geo.  S.  Roland, 

Mountville,  $10;  total ■ S  H  00 

Nebraska— Y.  E.  Sandig,  Decatur,  $2;  J.  S.  Gabel, 

Lincoln,  S5;  South  Beatrice  church,  $1;  total $    8  00 

Ohio.—  Lower  Miami  church,  25  cents;  a  sister,  Lev- 
Co.,  50  ccnls;  Sunday  school  girls,  Bradford,  65  ccnls; 
Eagle  Creek  Church,  Si ;  Rome  church,  $3.43;  total,.  ■■■$    7  83 
California— A  sister,  Sanger,  $1.30;  a  brother  and 

sister,  Lordsburg,  SS:  total, 8    6  30 

Tenncssee.-VuvM  P.  Sherfy,  Johnson  City,  $5;  total.S    5  00 

Missouri.— H.  H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  $3.33;  total S    3  33 

Michigan—  Berrien  church,  S1.35;  total S    1  35 

North  Carolina— Antoinette  Sides,  Salem,  50  cents; 

total f       So 

A  rieona.— Mary  Parrett,  Phcciiix,  40  cents;  total,. .  .$       40 


Total,  ■ 


BOOK  AND  TRACT  FUND. 
(Vied  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  T 
Iowa—  English  River  church,  $1.75;  total,.... 

California.— Tropico  church,  $1.30;  total 

Indiana.- Jemima  Kob,  Linwood,  25  cents; 

Mishler,  Kokomo,  65  cents;  total 

Illinois.— Silver  Creek  church,  40  cents;  total,. 

Kausas.-Susun  Codnan,  25  cents;total 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church. 


Total,. 


.$iSo  : 


WASHINGTON    CITY    MEETINGHOUSE. 
IA  home  in  Waihington  it  grtatly  needed  In  order  that  the  church  there 

1  iy  ,/„  ,„.',.<  '//■  clu,,/  wort  and  have  the  attt'iittane  of  a  permanent  home, 
•'■he  t  ■„,„,„. tt.r  frofoiei  to  hulld  ai  toon  ai  ittfficlent  fundi  are  raited. 
)„n,,tt.m  <  matted  thai  (■)  are  In  reiponie  to  litter  Etta  Witliami'  propo- 
lllon.) 

Pennsylvania.— Christian  Endeavor  Society,  $10;  An- 
lie  Keim,  Elklick,  $5;  a  brother  and  sister,  50  cents; 

Urs.D.  Kauffman,  Huntingdon,  socents;  total $  16  Co 

Illinois.— Milledgeville  church,  86.12;  total $  6  12 

Maryland—  Caleb  Long,   Boonsboro,  $s;  total $  S  00 

Virginia—  A  sister,  Culpeper,  $5 ;  total *  5  °° 

Indiana— A  sister,  Middletown,  $1;  total S  1  00 

Kansas.-Vnknown ,  Caney,  23  cents;  total S        23 


11I5;  total,. 


Total, 

MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  FUND. 
1  Vlt-d  far  either  Missionary  or  Tract  Work  a!  needed  by 
Illinois.- -Pleasant  Hill  church,  $16.90;  """ 


Virginia- -S.  E.  Brunk,  Good's  Mills, 


Total * 

INDIA   MISSION  FUND. 
( C/ied  only  for  the  Minion  In  India. ) 
Illinois.— V).  Barrick,  Byron,  $1;  Woodland  Sunday 
school,  Astoria,  S8;  Silver  Creek  church,  (1;  total,....  ■% 
CV,:'».-Joseph  S.  Barb,  Oakfield,  50  cents;  Lower  Mi- 
ami church,  25  cents;  a  sister,  Leverings,  $i;  a  sister, 
Lodi,  $1;  Oakland  church,  Darke  Co.,  50  cents;  Logan 

Sunday  school,  DeGraff,  $6;  total 8 

Iowa  —A  sister,  Dry  Creek  church,  S3;  South  Keo- 
kuk church,  $2;  M.  W.  Emmert,  .606  Lyon  St„  Des 
Moines,*i;  total * 


Total, . 


SUMMARY. 

Home  and  European  Fund $4168+ 

Interest  on  Missionary  Endowment  Notes 

Interest  on  Tract  Endowment  Notes 

Missionary  and  Tract  Fund 

Book  and  Tract  Fund, 

Asia  Minor, 

Washington  Meetinghouse, 

India  Fund, 


4  37 


•8  33  35 


ributcd,  39,933. 

No  earnest  and  intelligent  Christian  can  be  satis- 
fied with  a  state  of  grace  lower  than  that  which  is 
set  before  him  in  the  Word  of  God  as  attainable. 
Conscious  of  any  lack,  he  makes  efforts  to  have 
that  lack  supplied.  He  is  never  disappointed. 
God  giveth  liberally  and  upbraideth  not. 
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Pf  Anonymous  communications  will  not  be  published. 

HT"[>(.  not  mix  business  with  articles  lor  publication.  Keep  your  com- 
inunicallons  on  separate  sheets  Irom  all  business. 

py rime  is  precious.  We  always  have  linn-  to  attend  to  business  and  to 
answer  question!  ol  importance,  but  please  do  not  subject  lis  to  needless 
answering  ol  letters. 

pyi'he  MESSENGER  Is  mailed  each  week  to  all  subscribers.  If  tlic  ad- 
dress is  correctly  entered  on  our  list,  the  paper  must  reach  the  person  to 
whom  it  is  addressed.    II  you  do  not  get  your  paper,  write  us,  Riving  par- 

py-Whcn  chaiiKiiiR  your  address,  please  clvr  your  former  as  well  as  your 
luturc  address  in  lull,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  and  misunderstanding. 

tZgrlht  Dot  send  personal  checks  or  drafts  on  interior  banks,  unless  you 
send  witii  them  25  cents  each  to  pay  lor  collection. 

HT*Ke  mi  Italic  us  should  be  made  by  Post-office  Money  Order,  Drafts  on 
New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Chicago,  or  Registered  bettors,  made  payable 
and  addressed  to  "  Brethren's  Publish  log  Co.,  Mount  Morris.  Ill," 

priintcred  nt  thu  Post-office  at  Mount  Morris,  III.,  as  second-class  mat- 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  February  8,  1896. 


Bro,  J.  M.  Mohlek  closed  his  scries  of  meetings 
at  Flora,  Ind.,  with  eleven  accessions. 


Bro,  Samuei    Henry,  of  Lacon,  111.,  should  here- 
after be  addressed  at  Lordsburg,  Cat. 


Bko.  D.  B.  Gibson  closed  his  meetings  at  Litch- 
field, III.,  with  the  best  of  interest.  Ten  additions 
are  reported. 

Bro.  A.  C.  DAGGETT  has  returned  from  Villa 
Park,  Colo.,  to  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  and  should  here- 
after be  addressed  accordingly. 


.   Bro.  Daniel  Eutsey  reports  five  hanti-«J  ;~  *u~ 
Indian   Creek    church,    la.      Hrethren   F.  F.  Murray 


and  Wm.  Bond  did  the 


ching. 


Bro.  J.  A.  Dove  is  engaged  in  i 
eries  of  meetings  at  Roanoke, 
ave  already  applied  for  members! 


ry  interesting 
.     A    number 


During  Bro.  Michael  Flory's  meetings  in  the 
,n  Astoria  church,  Fulton  Co,  111.,  thirteen  were  bap- 
'  ^    tized  and  several  restored  to  fellowship. 


The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
will  meet  here  the  coming  week.  We  hope  to 
have  something  to  say  concerning  their  work  in 
our  next  issue. 

We  are  requested  to  announce  that  the  Bible 
School  to  be  held  at  Mexico,  Ind.,  will  commence 
Feb.  14,  at  7  P.  M„  and  continue  until  the  22nd. 
An  invitation  to  all  is  extended. 


Bro.  Henry  Sheets,  of  North  Carolina,  recently 
held  ten  meetings  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church 
Floyd  Co.,  Va..  and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
five  unite  with  the  people  of  God. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  and  wife  returned  to  the 
Mount  last  Tuesday,  where  they  are  likely  to  re- 
main the  remainder  of  the  winter.  Bro.  Lahman 
also  spent  several  weeks  among  the  members  in 
Florida. 


Just  before  going  to  press  we  receive  the  fellow- 
g  ing  from  Bro.  Lyon,  of  Washington:  "Two  more 
§      young  men  put  on  Christ  in  baptism  this  evening, 

Feb.   I,  making  eleven  received  here  by   baptism 

within  less  than  eight  months." 


An  elder  in  moderate  circumstances,  who  preach- 
es nearly  every  Sunday,  and  travels  wholly  at  his 
own  expense,  sends  us  $20.00  to  be  employed  in 
sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor.  His  wife 
joins  him  in  the  liberal  donation.  The  example  is 
worthy  of  imitation. 


There  is  much  rejoicing  among  the  members 
at  Booth,  Kans.  Eight  recently  united  with  the 
church.  

A  refreshing  season  was  recently  experienced 
in  the  Roann  church,  Ind.  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong 
did  the  preaching.  Eight  applied  for  membership 
six  of  whom  were  baptized  without  delay. 


Up  to  this  time  we  have  been  sending  letters  and 
papers  after  Bro.  Miller,  that  they  might  overtake 
him  on  the  way,  but  hereafter  his  mail  matter  goes 
the  other  way  and  meets  him  on  the  other  side  of 
the  globe.  Until  April  1  he  may  be  addressed  at 
Yokohomo,  Japan,  via  Sa 


Bro.  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  is  quite 
sick,  and  was  anointed  a  few  days  ago.  He  has 
not  been  in  good  health  for  some  time.  Those 
who  have  written  him  of  late  will  know  by  this 
why  he  has  not  responded  to  their  communications. 
We  hope  to  soon  hear  of  his  recovery. 


One  of  our  brethren, — who  fails  to  give  his 
name,— writing  from  the  Buchanan  church,  Mich., 
speaks  very  encouragingly  of  the  cause  at  that  place. 
He  says  that  since  Bro.  Eli  Roose  took  charge  of 
the  work,  one  year  ago,  thirty  have  been  baptized. 
This  certainly  speaks  well  for  a  mission  point. 


f^K  brother  who  has  been  using  tobacco  for  fifty 
years,  writes  us  that  the  many  articles  he  has  read 
in  the  Messenger  against  the  weed,  caused  him  to 
quit  the  use  of  it,  and  that  he  has  had  no  tobacco 
in  his  mouth  since  last  August.  Well,  that  is 
good,  and  possibly  others  may  feel  like  following 
his  example. 

Writing  from  McPherson,  Kans.,  Jan.  31,  Bro. 
S.  Z.  Sharp  says:  "The  Bible  Normal  is  well  at- 
tended. Six  classes  formed,  embracing  a  wide 
range  of  Bible  study.  An  interesting  meeting  is 
in  progress  in  the  College  Chapel.  Eight  confes- 
sions thus  far.  Bro.  J.  E.  Young,  of  Nebraska,  is 
doing  the  preaching." 

—  5 

Bro.  Chas.  M.  Yearout,  of  Westphalia,  Kans., 
writes  us  that  since  last  August  he  has  held  ten 
series  of  meetings,  besides  filling  regular  appoint- 
ments and  doing  other  church  work.  He  is  now 
at  home,  or  was  a  few  days  ago,  having  just  re- 
turned from  a  meeting  at  Ottawa,  where  there 
were  four  accessions  to  the  church, — three  bap- 
tized and  one  reclaimed. 


/Those  who  would  get  Bro.  McCann's  idea  of* 
predestination  may  have  to  give  his  article  in  this 
issue  a  second  reading.  Keep  in  mind  that  only 
those  who  will  to  love  God  and  keep  his  command- 
ments are  the  elected  according  to  the  purpose 
of  God,  while  those  who  will  to  reject  the  offers 
of  heaven  are  the  non-elect,  God  having  foreor- 
dained from  all  eternity  that  those  who  serve  him 
should  be  saved  and  those  who  reject  him  must 
be  condemned. 

Writing  from  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Bro.  D. 
C.  Cripe  says:  "The  Special  Bible  Term  at  the 
new  College  Chapel  closed  last  week.  There  was 
a  good  attendance  and  the  term  was  a  success 
throughout.  There  was  preaching  every  evening 
through  the  month  of  January  by  brethren  W  R 
Deeter,  I.  D.  Parker,  and  others.  Six  precious 
souls  were  received  into  fellowship  by  baptism  and 
there  are  several  more  applicants." 


On  another  page  of  this  issue  will  be  found  the* 
eport  of  the  committee  sent  to  Huntingdon,  Pa. 
t  is  not  often  necessary  to  publish  the  findings 
if  a  committee,  but  in  this  case  it  has  been  deemed 
Itogether  proper,  for  the  reason  that  certain  par- 
ies have  made  it  their  business  to  circulate  very 
damaging  reports  about  the  church  at  Huntingdon 
They  have  even  endeavored  to  get  other  papers 
besides  our  own  to  publish  charges  which  are  now 
found  to  be  false.  It  is  to  counteract  these  reports 
and  the  evil  influences  growing  out  of  them,  that 
has  induced  the  committee  to  give  the  result  of 
its  thorough  investigation  to  the  public. 


Dr.  Starr,  of  Richmond,  Va„  recently  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  preach  a  sermon  on  kiss- 
ing. The  announcement  brought  out  an  immense 
congregation,  and  many  of  the  people  had  to  be 
turned  away  from  the  church  for  the  want  of 
room.  He  took  for  his  text  Rom.  16:  16,  "Salute 
one  another  with  a  holy  kiss."  The  report  says, 
"The  reverend  gentleman  then  delivered  a  re- 
markably interesting  discourse,  which  was  fre- 
quently interrupted  with  uncontrollable  laughter." 
While  the  sermon  contained  a  few  good,  common- 
sense  utterances,  yet  it  was  largely  a  fun-making 
affair,  wholly  unbecoming  a  devout  minister  of 
the  Gospel.  Had  Paul  or  Peter  preached  in  Rich- 
mond from  that  text  there  would  have  been  no 
"  uncontrollable  laughter."  There  is  a  time  and 
place  to  laugh,  but  it  certainly  was  never  intended 
that  the  house  of  God  should  be  used  for  that 
purpose.  Here  is  a  sample  of  some  facts,  sense 
and  nonsense  blended: 

"  The  early  Christians  saluted  each  other  with  a  kiss  on 
entering  and  leaving  the  church.  Why,  say  you,  was  it  dis- 
missed from  the  service?  Because  of  the  abuse  of  the  cus- 
tom? No.  But  because  the  congregations  were  too  numer- 
ous, sometimes  consisting  of  2.000  members.  There  was  dan- 
ger of  the  lips  wearing  out.  There  was  no  danger  feared 
then  from  oscillatory  microbes.  Then  came  the  kiss  of  rec- 
ognition, and  the  kiss  of  love.  Recognition  is  now  shown  by 
shaking  hands  in  case  of  either  gender.  Christ  was  betrayed 
by  the  kiss  of  Judas,  and  since  then  there  are  no  gentle  memo- 
ries in  heaven  regarding  the  kiss.  It  is  dangerous,  this  in- 
discriminate kissing  between  the  sexes,  as  everything  else  is 
that  tends  to  go  against  the  sanctity  of  home  life.  Be  very 
careful,  parents." 

The  "holy  kiss"  is  a  sacred  institution,  five  times 
commanded  in  the  New  Testament,  and  to  thus 
speak  of  it  is  to  make  light  of  the  Word  of  God. 
It  is  not  far  from  foolish  jesting.     Eph.  5:  4. 


SINGING  WHILE  PASSING  THE  CUP. 

At  a  love  feast  a  brother  announced  a  hymn   for   singing 

while  the  bread  was  heing  hrnkfr.        He  wae   told   by   the   elder 

that  singing  would  not  be  in  order  at  that  time.  But  while  the 
cup  was  passing,  he  said  singing  would  be  in  order.  Why  is 
singing  out  of  order  at  one  time  more  than  another? 

J.  F.  N. 

The  bread  of  the  Communion  is  intended  to 
represent  the  body  of  Jesus  which  was  broken  for 
his  people.  As  there  was  universal  silence  for  a 
time,  at  the  crucifixion,  while  the  body  was  sus- 
pended on  the  cross,  our  early  brethren,  out  of  a 
deep  feeling  of  respect  for  the  occasion,  fell  into 
the  habit  of  maintaining  silence  during  the  pass- 
ing of  the  bread.  This  they  probably  did  without 
a  thought  of  symbolizing  anything.  Most  assured- 
ly the  Lord  never  intended  the  universal  silence 
accompanying  his  crucifixion  to  serve  as  an  occasion 
for  a  symbol.  Still  we  like  the  idea  of  a  time  of 
silence  in  our  feasts,  that  the  mind  may  be  given 
to  deep  meditation.  And  in  this  sense  we  are  in 
sympathy  with  our  present  practice.  And  in  order 
to  improve  somewhat  on  the  occasion,  we  suggest 
that  it  is  not  necessary  for  anything  to  be  said 
during  this  part  of  the  service.  Let  the  members 
be  encouraged  to  devote  the  few  moments,  while 
the  bread  is  being  broken,  to  silent  meditation. 
We  have  attended  feasts  where  some  of  those  at 
the  table  seemed  to  show  a  lack  of  reverence  for 
the  occasion.  The  time  was  spent  in  looking 
around  with  an  air  of  indifference  which  seemed 
painful.  It  would  be  far  better  if  they  could  be 
instructed  to  give  themselves  over  to  a  season  of 
meditation,  not  as  symbolizing  anything,  but  as  a 
spiritual  exercise  that  would  prove  of  great  value 
to  the  soul. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that  the  passing  of  the 
cup  so  forcibly  reminded  our  ancient  brethren  of 
the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  that  they  sang  for  joy  without  the 
least  thought  of  a  symbol.  As  there  should  be 
a  time  for  everything  that  belongs  to  any  service, 
it  is  altogether  proper  to  have  times  for  singing, 
and  to  our  mind  it  does  seem,  as  an  order  of  wor- 
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ship,  very  appropriate  to  sing  while  the  cup  is 
being  passed.  So  far  as  symbols  are  concerned 
there  is  nothing  of  value  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
custom.  It  is  only  a  question  of  edification  and 
fitness,  and  on  this  ground  we  like  silence  while 
bread  is  being  broken  and  singing  while  the  cup 
is  passing.  We  see  no  good  reason  for  varying 
from  our  long-established  practice  in  this  respect. 

J.  H.  M. 

TEACHING  THE  DOCTRINE 

r~  — 

I  For  months  there  has  been  a  Sunday  school 
class  in  connection  with  the  College  work  at  this 
place,  deserving  more  than  a  passing  notice.  Its 
example  might  be  followed  to  good  advantage  in 
many  other  places.  It  is  known  as  the  Doctrinal 
Class,  and  has  for  its  object  a  better  knowledge 
of  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  The 
aim  of  the  first  lesson  was  to  define  the  term 
doctrine.  Then  came  one  lesson  after  another  on 
"The  Reality  of  a  God,"  "The  Authority  of  the 
Scriptures,"  "  The  Divinity  of  Christ,"  "  Necessity 
of  Obedience,"  "  Faith,"  "  Repentance,"  "  Design 
of  Baptism,"  "  The  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit," 
'etc.,  etc.  These  lessons  are  to  continue,  and  will 
take  in  the  whole  line  of  Christian  doctrine,  so 
as  to  give  each  person  attending  the  class  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  cardinal  features  of  the 
Gospel. 

The  importance  of  this  line  of  work  is  too  much 
overlooked  in  our  system  of  education.  We  do 
not  give  to  doctrine  the  intelligent  attention  that 
the  Scriptures  demand.  Timothy  was  told  to  give 
attention  to  doctrine  in  connection  with  reading 
and  exhortation  (1  Tim.  4:13).  Titus  was  told 
to  speak  the  things  that  become  sound  doctrine. 
Then  we  learn  of  a  coming  time  when  men  will 
not   endure   sound    doctrine.    We    cannot    expect 

our  people  to  remain  steadfast  in  the  doctrine  un- 
less we  teach  them  the  doctrine  from  their  youth. 
Doctrine  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole  Christian 
system  as  well  as  the  great  framework  of  the 
church.  To  gather  into  the  church  a  body  of 
members  not  thoroughly  indoctrinated,  is  to  have 
a  church  that  may  be  moved  first  one  way  and 
then  the  other  by  any  wind  of  false  doctrine  that 
may  chance  to  prevail. 

To  teach  the  Bible  in  a  kind  of  a  general  way, 
so  that  no  one  can  tell  where  the  teacher  stands, 
may  be   entertaining  to   the   public   mind,   bu 
of  no  real  and  lasting  advantage  to  the  cause  of 
sound  Christianity.     Such  teaching  tends  to  bi 
up  a  class  of  people  so  pliable  that  no  depende 
can  be  put  in  them  whatever.    Some  of  them  may 
be  able  to  name  the  books  of  the  Old  and  N. 
Testament    in   their   order;    can   state   the   leading 
events   of   the    Scriptures    in    their    chronolog 
order,  and  can  narrate,  in  a  general  way,  the  his- 
tory of  Christ  and  the  apostles.    All  this  is  good 
and  is  to  be  highly  commended.     But   ask   th 
to   outline   the   great   doctrines   of  the  Bible,  and 
they  are  at  a  loss.    The  great  frame  work  around 
which  their  knowledge  should  be   massed,  like  a 
wall  of  stone,  is  virtually  unknown  to  them,  and 
instead  of  becoming  strong  advocates  of  the  doc- 
trine, well-rooted  and  grounded  in  the  Truth,  they 
are  manifestly  weak  and  cannot  defend  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  religion. 

Would  we  make  a  success  of  our  mission  we 
need  to  give  more  attention  to  this  doctrinal 
feature,  and  labor  for  a  higher  degree  of  proficiency 
in  it.  In  fact,  we  ought  to  have  a  good  text  book 
along  this  line  for  use  in  our  schools,  Bible 
schools  and  in  such  Sunday  school  classes  as 
would  like  to  pursue  a  like  course  of  study.  And 
while  we  should  seek  to  reach  that  higher  life  be- 
coming every  earnest  saint,  we  should  not  attempt 
to  do  so  by  sacrificing  the  doctrine  of  the  New 
Testament.  We  hope  to  learn  of  still  more  at- 
tention being  given  to  sound  doctrine.        J.  H.  M. 


EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Six. 

LIFE   ON   AN    EAST   INDIA  STEAMER. 

As  intimated  in  our  last  letter  the  ships  used  in 
the  East  India  passenger  service  are  built  with  a 
view  of  affording  travelers  every  advantage  of 
cool  sea  breezes,  and  this  is  especially  true  of  the 
Caledonia,  the  largest  and  best  ship  of  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company.  The  ventilation  is 
as  nearly  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  be  made. 
Great  funnels  attached  to  pipes  and  port-holes 
force  the_  fresh  air  into  all  parts  of  the  boat,  and' 
there  is  none  of  the  peculiar  bilge-water  smell  so 
common  on  many  of  the  Atlantic  steamers.  The 
state-rooms  and  cabins  are  large  and  handsomely 
furnished.  Instead  of  the  box  bunk,  iron  bedsteads 
with  wire  mattresses  are  used,  and  they  are  very 
comfortable.  The  appointments  of  the  ship  are 
in  every  respect  most  excellent.  In  a  word  the 
Caledonia  is  a  perfect  model  of  all  that  modern 
skill  and  money  can  do  in  ship-building. 

We  secured  second-class  cabins  and  found  them 
most  comfortable,  while  the  food  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  At  half  past  six  in  the  morn- 
ing coffee,  or  tea,  as  you  preferred,  was  brought 
to  the  state-rooms.  At  half'  past  six  we  had 
breakfast  in  the  large  dining-saloon.  The  dinner 
hour  was  fixed  at  one  o'clock.  Then  at  four  P. 
M.,  there  was  tea  and  biscuits  for  those  who  de- 
sired them,  and  at  half  past  six  came  the  supper 
hour.  An  abundance  of  well-cooked  and  most 
excellent  food  was  served,  while  fruit  was  to  be 
had  at  all  of  the  meals. 

We  found  in  the  second  cabin  a  very  respectable 
and  congenial  class  of  people.  They  were  exceed- 
ingly well  behaved  and  very  kind  and  sociable. 
Indeed,  from  our  own  personal  experience,  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that,  as  a  rule,  much  more 
sociability  is  manifested  among  second-cabin  pas 
sengers  than  the  first.  Of  course,  in  the  first  cab 
in,  on  board  an  East  India  steamer,  will  be  found 
more  of  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  and  title  than 
on  the  Atlantic,  and  people  of  this  class  are  exclu- 
sive. At  our  end  of  the  ship  there  was  a  social, 
friendly  feeling  among  the  passengers  that  helped 
to  make  the  time  pass  pleasantly.  Several  of  the 
first-cabin  passengers  spent  a  good  deal  of  time 
with  us,  and  one  of  them  expressed  her  pleasure 
and  said,  "  You  do  enjoy  yourselves  here.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  ship  we  all  try  to  see  who  can 
dress  the  finest  and  appear  the  grandest." 

The  expense  of  traveling  in  the  East  is  much 
higher  than  on  the  Atlantic.  From  New  York  to 
Bremen,  by  the  best  steamers  of  the  North  Ger- 
man Lloyd,  second-cabin  passage  cost  us  sixty 
dollars,  and  the  distance  is  three  thousand,  five 
hundred  miles,  whilst  our  tickets  from  Ismailia  to 
Bombay,  the  distance  being  a  trifle  less,  was  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  for  each  ticket. 

We  had  in  our  company  some  thirty  missionaries, 
all  of  them  on  their  way  to  India  to  labor  among 
the  heathen.  Some  of  them  had  spent  many  years 
in  India  and  had  been  at  home  on  furloughs  and 
were  now  returning  to  their  work  again.  Others 
had  left  home  and  friends  for  the  first  time,  and 
were  going  into  untried  fields  to  labor  for  the 
uplifting  of  a  nation  of  idolaters.  We  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  a  number  of  missionaries  who  had 
worked  in  India  many  years.  We  made  the  best 
of  our  opportunities  and  learned  some  things  about 
mission  work  among  the  heathen  that  may  be 
helpful  to  us  in  our  fields  of  labor  in  the  future. 
And  those  with  whom  we  talked,  very  kindly  gave 
us  very  much  valuable  information  of  a  practical 
kind,  which  we  prize  very  highly  indeed. 

The  same  evening  we  went  on  board  the  steamer 
at   Ismailia,  one  of  the  passengers  approached  us 


and  asked  if  we  were  not  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  We  soon  learned  that  he  was  a 
Quaker  missionary,  Mr.  T.  by  name,  sent  out  by 
the  Friends  of  England.  He  and  his  wife  had 
been  in  India  six  years,  and  were  returning  from 
their  first  furlough.  He  told  us  of  the  success  and 
the  failures,  of  the  encouragements  and  discour- 
agements of  the  missionary.  He  also  gave  us  an 
insight  into  the  life  and  character  of  the  people 
of  India,  which  we  very  much  appreciated.  We 
also  met  Miss  Carroll,  of  Joliet,  whose  sister  is 
married  to  Bro.  Abram  Gocklcy's  son.  She  had 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  at  home,  and  was  returning 
to  her  work  among  the  women  in  Bombay  where 
she  had  spent  five  years.  She  had  been  reading 
the  Messenger  and  knew  about  our  travels,  and 
said  she  thought  she  knew  us  when  we  came 
aboard  the  ship.  We  felt  quite  at  home  with  each 
other  at  once,  and  formed  a  very  pleasant  ac 
quaintance  with  her  and  her  traveling  companion, 
Miss  Dart,  of  Kansas  City,  who  was  going  to  India 
as  a  medical  missionary. 

At  ten  in  the  morning  some  forty  of  the  pas- 
sengers met  in  the  lower  dining-saloon  where  an 
hour  was  spent  in  Bible  readings.  To  us  these 
exercises  were  always  enjoyable  and  profitable. 
They  were  opened  and  closed  with  singing  and 
prayer.  On  the  great  deep  it  was.  good  to  study 
God's  Book,  and  to  commit  and  commend  our  all 
to  the  keeping  power  of  Him  who  holdcth  the 
winds  and  sea  in  his  hands. 

We  had  in  our  Bible  class  Quakers,  Methodists, 
Presbyterians,  Baptists,  Episcopalians  and  Salva- 
tion Army  Officers,  and  those  of  our  own  faith. 
While  these  different  denominations  were  all  rep- 
resented there  was  no  clashing  of  opinion.  In  one 
thing  they  had  a  common  bond  of  union.  They 
had  all  left  their  homes  to  labor  among  the  heath- 
en, and  for  the  time  they  were  thrown  together 
on  hoard  the  ship  they  made  the  most  of  their 
arguments  and  the  least  of  their  differences. 

Among  the  second-cabin  passengers  was  Com- 
missioner Booth  Tucker,  of  the  Salvation  Army. 
He  is  Gen.  Booth's  son-in-law  and  is  a  remarkable 
man.  He  at  one  time  had  a  lucrative  position  as 
India  Commissioner  under  the  British  government. 
He  resigned  his  place  and  began  preaching  to  the 
natives.  Ten  years  ago  he  was  arrested  for 
preaching  in  the  streets  of  Bombay.  The  judges 
sentenced  him  to  a  term  of  imprisonment  at  hard 
labor,  and  then  called  him  before  them  and  said 
they  would  commute  his  sentence  if  he  would 
promise  to  give  up  preaching  on  the  streets.  His 
answer  was  characteristic  of  the  man.  "  If  you 
were  to  put  a  rope  about  my  neck  and  threaten  to 
hang  me  the  next  minute  I  would  not  give  up  my 
work."  He  served  out  his  sentence  and  then  went 
to  preaching  again.  He  traraped  through  the 
country  barefoot,  dressed  in  native  costume,  and 
told  the  people  the  story  of  the  Cross.  He  speaks 
twelve  languages  and  has  gone  all  over  India, 
east  and  west,  north  and  south,  and  is  perhaps 
better  known  among  the  natives  than  any  man 
in  the  country.  As  a  result  of  his  persistent  la- 
bors, thousands  of  the  heathens  gave  up  idol  wor- 
ship and  accepted  his  teaching.  Zeal,  earnestness, 
and  self-sacrifice  are  characteristic  of  the  man,  and 
without  these  qualities  no  one  can  succeed  in  mis- 
sion work. 

As  already  stated  we  had  much  conversation 
with  Mr.  T.,  the  Quaker  missionary,  not  only  in 
regard  to  missionary  work,  but  as  to  the  progress 
being  made  by  the  Society  of  Friends.  As  we 
hold  alike  to  peace  principles,  plain  dressing  and 
some  other  points,  we  had  some  things  in  common 
to  draw  us  together.  We  give  a  part  of  our  con- 
versation, as  it  may  be  helpful  to  us  all.  I  noticed 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  did  not  wear  the  well-known 
Quaker  form  of  dress,  and  he  informed  me  that 
the   English   Friends   had   entirely  given    up    the 
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form,  but  insisted  very  strongly  on  plain  dressing, 
plain  speech  and  plain  living  as  Bible  principles. 
In  answer  to  the  question,  "Since  you  have  given 
up  the  Quaker  form  of  dress,  how  has  your  society 
succeeded  in  maintaining  plain  dressing?  "  he  said, 
"  The  question  is  somewhat  difficult  to  answer; 
there  are  always  some  who  go  to  extremes  and 
we  can  hardly  restrain  them."  It  was  apparent  that 
in  giving  up  the  form  the  principle  went  with  it. 

At  this  juncture  of  the  conversation  the  wife  of 
the  missionary  came  up  and  joined  us.  She  was 
dressed  quite  as  fashionably  as  any  of  the  lady 
missionaries  on  board  the  steamer  and  wore  three 
gold  rings,  one  of  them  with  a  small  diamond  set. 
Further  talk  on  the  subject  I  found  was  embarrass- 
ing to  them,  but  Mr.  T.  explained  that  the  rings 
were  gifts  from  very  dear  friends  and  were  worn 
as  keepsakes.  On  another  part  of  the  deck  some 
of  the  young  people  were  dancing,  and  a  young 
man  came  to  where  we  were  and  invited  Mrs.  T.  to 
join  them.  She  declined,  and  when  he  had  gone 
away  she  said  rather  indignantly,  "What  did  he 
mean  by  asking  me  to  dance1?  What  does  he  take 
me  for?"  Then  after  a  moment's  thought  she 
said,  "  Well,  I  am  very  sure  of  one  thing;  if  1  had 
been  dressed  in  the  good  old  Quaker  garb  I  should 
not  have  been  asked  to  join  the  dancers."  And 
here  our  conversation  closed. 

Comment  is  unnecessary.  Give  up  the  form  and 
the  principle  goes  with  it.  Some  will  dress  plain 
without  a  form,  but  these  are  only  the  exception 
to  the  rule.  If  people  only  had  common  sense 
enough  to  give  up  adorning  the  body  for  the 
higher  adorning  of  the  soul,  the  dress  question 
would  be  forever  settled.  But  ns  long  as  church 
members  are  foolish  enough  to  spend  the  Lord's 
time  and  money  in  the  useless  adorning  of  the 
body,  so  long  will  it  be  necessary  for  the  church 
to  have  a  form  of  dress  as  a  means  to  an  end. 


unbecoming.  It  certainly  would  come  under  Matt. 
12:36,  "But  I  say  unto  you,  that  every  idle  word 
that  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account 
thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment."  And  again, 
Matt.  25:33,  "And  he  shall  set  the  sheep  on  his 
right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left." 

We  know  what  class  these  on  the  left  represent. 
Certainly  we  would  not  want  our  children  on  that 
side.  I  think  sometimes  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  have  Matt.  12:  36  somewhere  in  sight  continual- 
ly, at  least  long  enough  to  impress  on  our  minds 
the  consequence  of  making  use  of  idle  words. 
Let  those  that  are  in  the  habit  of  using  the  above 
word,  please  examine  Webster. 

McGme,  Kans. 


THE  OPEN  WINDOW. 

A  trolley  car,  bowling  merrily  along  a  busy 
thoroughfare  on  a  cold,  frosty  day,  stopped  sud- 
denly in  the  middle  of  a  block.  The  conductor, 
on  the  back  platform,  rang  the  bell  twice,  but  the 
car  did  not  go  on  for  a  few  seconds,  although  the 


obstructed. 


late,  but  long  letters,  like  long  se 
much  appreciated,  and  we  close 
given. 
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nons,  are  not  so 
ith  what  is  here 


k  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY*— 


THE  BLIND  MAN. 
Whether  the  days  arc  warm  and  bright, 


His  hat  is  in  his  outstretched  hand, — 

Leaving  his  white  locks  bare,— 
That  now  and  then  a  passer-by 

May  drop  a  penny  there. 
The  crowds  go  on  with  hurrying  feet. 

And  with  indifferent  eyes, 
Though  little  children  pause  to  gaze 

In  pity  and  surprise. 
I  ponder  how,  when  Jesus  walked 

Upon  the  earth,  and  heard 
The  blind  man  at  the  wayside  cry. 

His  loving  heart  was  stirred, 
And  how,  though  care  for  all  the  world 

Weighed  on  him  like  a  chain, 
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That  humble  voice  of  pain. 
And  then,  how  his  compassionate  touch 

Fell  on  the  withered  sight, 
Till  long-sealed,  helpless  lids  once  more 

Were  open  to  the  light. 
Aye,  day  by  day,  on  mart  or  street 

And  all  along  our  ways. 
Come  up  the  selfsame  sufferings 

That  met  our  Master's  gaze. 
The  same  as  then  is  need  and  room 

To  heal  and  cheer  and  bless, 
If  we  but  carry  in  our  breasts 

His  heart  of  tenderness. 

—Clara  Doty  Bates, 

"KID." 

BV  SALEM  BEEKY. 


How  often  parents  make  use  of  this  word 
speaking  of  their  children,    To  us  it  see^s'v'ery    J^^'faS^ 


The  motorman,  with  his  hand  on  the  brake  and 
indifferent  to  the  warning  of  the  conductor's  bell, 
craned  his  neck  so  as  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
upper  window  of  a  tenement  house.  His  face 
lighted  up  with  a  smile  as  the  window  was  opened. 
In  a  clumsy  way  he  kissed  his  hand  to  a  woman 
and  a  little  child  in  the  upper  window.  Then  the 
handle  of  the  brake  swung  around,  and  the  car  went 
ahead  at  full  speed. 

This  domestic  incident  had  not  escaped  the  ob- 
servation of  a  passenger  who  was  standing  on  the 
front  platform. 

"That  was  your  baby,  I  suppose?  "  he  said  to  the 
motorman,  brusquely. 

"  Yes,  sir;  my  only  child." 

"Well,  do  you  think  that  you  ought  to  stop  the 
car  and  keep  all  the  passengers  waiting  while  you 
are  looking  at  your  wife  and  baby?  " 

"  Porhapc  not.  I  suppose  it  is  against  the 
company's  regulations.  But  you  don't  understand 
the  circumstances.  At  night,  when  my  day's 
work  is  done,  the  child  is  asleep  in  her  crib.  Early 
in  the  morning,  when  I  start  out  for  another  day's 
work,  the  baby  is  still  asleep.  So  it  goes  on  seven 
days  in  the  week,  and  the  only  chance  I  have  of 
seeing  that  baby  awake  is  once  in  awhile  in  the 
daytime  when  she  is  at  the  window  in  my  wife's 
arms  when  the  car  is  passing.  I  always  look  for 
them  when  I  go  by  the  house,  but  it's  not  more 
than  once  a  week  that  I  catch  sight  of  them.  A 
poor  man's  wife  cannot  sit  by  the  hour  at  the 
window  watching  for  her  husband's  car." 

The  passenger  who  had  spoken  roughly  to  the 
motorman  was  touched  by  the  pathos  of  the  inci- 
dent. 

"  I  spoke  thoughtlessly,"  he  explained  apologet- 
ically. "  I  did  not  understand  the  circumstances. 
I  now  regret  that  you  didn't  keep  the  car  waiting 
longer." 

How  true  it  is  that  one-half  the  world  does  not 
know  how  the  other  half  lives!  Every  passenger 
in  the  car  would  have  sneered  and  grumbled  if  he 
had  witnessed  the  exchange  of  greetings  between 
the  front  platform  and  the  tenement  window,  where 
a  pale  faced  woman,  with  a  shawl  wrapped  closely 
about  her,  was  waving  the  child's  tiny  hand  to  the 
motorman.  The  simple  story,  if  it  had  been  told, 
would  have  touched  the  heart  of  the  most  cynical 
and  querulous  passenger,  and  have  created  sym- 
pathy for  the  hard  lot  of  many  a  laboring  man.— 
Youth's  Companion. 

"  BE  YE  HOLY.' 


BY  N.  D.  UNDERHILL. 

Since  our  Father  is  altogether  pure  and  holy  it 
is  meet  that  we,  who  are  his  children,  should 'be 
like  him.  Children  do  favor  their  parents.  How 
often  are  children  declared  to  be  the  sons  of  cer- 
tain fathers  because  they  are  like  them.     If,  then, 


High,  we  must  be  like  him.  Otherwise,  how  can 
we  prove  our  identity;  and  if  we  cannot  prove  our 
identity,  how  can  we  claim  the  inheritance?  It  is 
no  small  matter  to  be  the  lawful  heir  of  a  king.  It 
is  a  most  important  matter  to  be  recognized  as  chil- 
dren of  the  Most  High,  who  is  even  above  all 
kings. 

God  is  holy;  are  we?  Are  we  perfectly  pure? 
Are  we  free  from  all  that  is  filthy,  debasing,  low 
worldly,  sensual,  carnal?  God  wants  us  to  be.  He 
commands  us  to  be.  Jesus  says,  "  Be  ye  therefore 
does  not  say,  "  Be  ye  as  near  perfect 
Nay,  but  "  Be  ye  therefore  perfect." 


perfect 

as  you 

Matt.  5 

Then 


children  of  the  Most 


is  no  excuse  for  a  child  of  God,  being  sin- 
ful in  the  least.  All  sin  is  directly  opposite  or  con- 
trary to  the  very  nature  and  law  of  God;  therefore 
must  be  repented  of, — forsaken.  Paul  says,  "  If 
any  man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God 
destroy,  for  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  tem- 
ple ye  are."  Again,  "  What!  know  ye  not  that 
your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which 
is  in  you.  which  ye  have  of  God,  and  ye  are  not 
your  own?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price; 
"  Therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in  your 
spirit,  which  are  God's."  "  Whether  therefore  ye 
eat,  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the 
glory  of  God."  Again,  "  /  beseech  you  therefore, 
brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present 
your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto 
God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service." 

Let  us  consider  God's  great  mercies  toward  us. 
Is  it  not  indeed  reasonable  that  we  should  be  will- 
ing to  give  him  ourselves  in  return  for  his  great 
mercy  toward  us?  And  if  we  present  our  bodies  to 
the  Most  High,  should  we  not  have  them  in  an  ac- 
ceptable condition?  If  we  were  going  to  present  a 
dear  earthly  friend  a  garment,  to  show  our  love 
and  appreciation  of  his  kindness,  we  would  want 
the  garment  to  be  clean  and  whole,  would  we  not? 
How  much  more,  then,  should  we  be  particular  to 
have  the  temple  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  clean,  pure, 
and  holy  when  we  present  it  to  him.  "  Whether^ 
therefore,  ye  eat  or  drink,"  etc.  Do  we  realize  that 
the  things  we  eat  and  drink  have  much  to  do  in 
building  up  this  frame  or  body,  which  is  a  temple 
of  God's  Spirit?  For  instance;  we  know  that  alco- 
hol, tobacco,  tea,  etc.,  are  poisons  that  tear  down, 
instead  of  build  up.  Shall  we  put  such  destructive 
material  into  God's  holy  temple?  See  I  Cor.  3:  17. 
God  will  not  hold  such  careless  .builders  guiltless. 
Ah,  he  will  not  accept  such.  We  are  taught  to  "  be 
temperate."  One  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  is 
temperance.  The  Christian's  addition  table  in- 
cludes "temperance."  2  Pet.  1:  6.  But  how  very 
intemperate,  how  very  gluttonous,  are  the  majority  of 
church  members  of  to-day!  They  merit  the  rebuke 
given  to  the  church  of  Laodicea.  They  are  so  full 
of  worldly  treasure,  that  they  have  no  room  for  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  do  not  know  that  they  "  are  mis- 
erable, and  wretched,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  nak- 
ed." Their  lustful  eyes  can  only  see  the  costly  ap- 
parel, the  expensive  furniture,  the  worldly  goods, 
the  gorgeous  array  of  luxurious  things,  with  which 
their  temporal  homes  are  furnished,— their  tables 
spread. 

How  much  better  it  would  be  for  us  all,  if  our  ta- 
bles were  never  adorned  with  the  rich  pastries  of 
which  our  carnal  appetites  are  so  fond.  If  the  ma- 
jority of  us  would  live  far  more  plainly  than  we  do, 
we  might  be  far  more  healthy,  purer,  and  better  in 
every  way,  and  how  much  good  could  be  accom- 
plished with  the  means  thus  gained! 

We  should  control  our  physical  appetites,  and 
not  let  our  carnal  inclinations  control  us  We 
should  \ivefi?,re  and  holy  lives,  this  can  not  be 
done  by  carnal  indulgence,  either  in  the  matter  of 
gratifying  the  appetite,  or  of  putting  on  apparel,  or 
of  humoring  the  passions.  It  is,  indeed,  somewhat 
of  a  cross  to  deny  self,  but  except  we  deny  our- 
selves, and  take  up  the  cross  daily,  and  follow  Je- 
sus, we  can  not  be  his  disciples.  Have  we  been 
buried  with  him  in  baptism?  Then  we  have  cruci- 
fied self,  put  self  out  of  sight,  and  have  risen  to 
walk  in  newness  of  life,  with  Christ,  our  Savior. 
Let  th£  old  carnal  man  of  sin  be  buried,  and  let.  us 
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prove  what  is  that  good  and  acceptable  and  perfect 
will  of  God,  by  walking  in  the  perfect  way,— by 
living  as  Jesus  lived— pure,  holy,  blameless  before 
God  our  Father,  that  we  may  be  like  him. 

We  ought  not  even  to  indulge  unholy  thoughts." 
"  For,  as  "  a  man  "  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he." 
"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart."  Can  we  serve  our 
Heavenly  Master  as  well  with  a  brain  that  is  all 
beclouded  with  the  fumes  of  alcohol  or  tobacco,  as 
we  can  with  a  pure  mind?  If  we  have  so  weakened 
our  nervous  system  with  stimulants  that  we  can  not 
feel  well  without  constantly  partaking  of  tobacco, 
wine  or  beer,  are  we  pure,  and  holy,  acceptable  un- 
to God?  Would  it  not  be  far  better  to  leave  all 
these  things  behind,  and  with  them,  rich  pastries 
that  are  indigestible  but  fashionable  substances? 
Shall  we  wilfully  allow  our  systems  to  be  weak- 
ened, our  limbs  to  be  palsied  by  carnal  indulgence 
in  things  that  are  hurtful  to  the  human  frame,  and 
then  at  last  expect  to  throw  our  miserable,  decayed, 
leprous  bodies  into  the  arms  of  our  pure  and  holy, 
self-sacrificing  Savior?  May  we  expect  to  be  con- 
sidered acceptable  unto  him  who  is  altogether  pure 
and  holy,  when  our  lives  have  been  willingly  spent 
in  selfish,  carnal  indulgence,  by  which  our  own 
bodies  have  been  injured,  the  lives  of  our  compan- 
ions embittered  and  shortened,  and  our  offspring 
injured  beyond  conception?  Oh,  that  selfish,  luke- 
warm Christians  would  heed  the  Savior's  warning, 
"  Repent,"  before  it  be  too  late,  lest  they  be  at  last 
spewed  out.  "  To  him  that  overcometh,"  is  the  prom- 
ise given.  Dear  ones,  let  us  overcome  self,  crucify 
carnality,  sanctify  ourselves  to  a  holy  work,  and  be 
holy,  even  as  our  Father  is  holy. 


ren  have  been  circulating  the  aforesaid  reports, 
thereby  inflaming  others  to  do  so,  likewise.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  all  such  be  more  guard- 
ed in  the  future. 

W.  R.  Deeter,~| 
C.  G.  Lint,         I 
L.  H.  Dickey,    ' 
L.  W.  Teeter, 
Jan.  24. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  *-=-- 

"  Write  what  thou  secst,  and  send  It  unto  the  churches." 


partment.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
e  briel.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  for  that  purpose. 

From  the  Huntingdon  Congregation,  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

We,  the  committee,  sent  by  Annual  Meeting  of 
1895  to  the  Huntingdon  congregation,  at  Hunting- 
don, Pa.,  met  said  congregation  Jan.  22  and  23, 
1896. 

The  purposes  of  sending  this  committee  to  said 
congregation,  were  as  follows: 

1.  To  investigate  certain  charges  and  reports 
injurious  to  the  reputation  of  said  church,  and  set 
in  order  things  that  may  be  wanting. 

2.  To  exonerate  and  vindicate  said  church  if 
found  blameless. 

A  number  of  charges  were  presented  against  the 
elders  for  allowing  Masonry  to  become  so  deeply 
rooted  among  the  members,  including  some  of  the 
officers,  that  the  church  could  not,  without  help 
from  Annual  Meeting,  remove  it. 

After  careful  investigation,  we  found  that  the 
elders  had  acted  promptly  in  the  matter  and  had 
succeeded  in  removing  Masonry  entirely  from  the 
church. 

It  had  also  been  reported  that  the  ordination 
of  Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart  and  the  election  of  brethren 
Reiff  and  Ellis  were  conducted  irregularly. 

This  report  was  also  found  to  be  untrue.  The 
circulation  of  it  was  very  uncharitable  toward  the 
church  and  the  brethren  referred  to. 

In  our  investigation  we  found  those  charged 
anxious  to  have  their  matters  fully  brought  out. 
The  church  at  large  also  showed  a  disposition  to 
hold  nothing  back.  The  most  open  confessions 
were  made  by  all  charged,  even  going  farther  than 
the  committee  would  have  required. 

We  found  also  that  the  elders  are  laboring  to 
bring  the  church  more  into  the  general  order  and 
usages  of  the  Brotherhood.  They  see  the  proprie- 
ty of  doing  so. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  reports  have  been  cir- 
culated, which  are  detrimental  to  the  Huntingdon 
church,  we  take  this  course  of  setting  its  true  char- 
acter, relative  to  such  reports,  before  the  Brother- 
hood. 

,In  our  investigation  we  found  that  some  breth 


needed  all  around  us.  Who  can  stand  back  and 
find  fault  with  those  who  are  trying,  by  the  Lord's 
help,  to  do  the  best  they  can?  God  speed  the  day 
when  there  will  be  less  evil  surmising,  less  hoard- 
ing up  for  self,  less  tightening  of  purse  strings 
against  those  who  are  poor,  and  1 
that  "  thinketh  no  evil,"  more  " 
Lord,"  more  trusting  this  world1 
Lord,  more  of 

"  We  share  each  other's  woes, 
Our  mutual  burdens  bear, 
And  often  for  each  other  flows 
The  sympathizing  tear. 
"  Help  us  to  help  each  other,  Lord, 
Each  other's  cross  to  bear 
Let  each  his  friendly  aid  afford, 
And  feel  his  brother's  care." 

We  have  started  our  Sunday  school,  and  by  our 
very  feeble  efforts  are  doing  what  we  can. 

We  are  poor  financially  and  cannot  get  the  sup- 
plies we  should  have.  I  would  ask  any  one  who 
has  some  old  Disciples,  that  are  clean,  to  kindly 
send  them  to  us.  The  little  ones  who  come  to  us 
will  be  glad  to  have  them  to  read,  and  we  will  be 
thankful  to  the  sender.  M.  V.  Harshbarger. 

Hutchinson,  Katis. 


having  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of  McPherson,  Kans., 
visit  the  church  in  Altoona.  He  preached  two 
sermons.  We  were  glad  to  have  a  talk  from  Bro. 
Daniel  Vaniman.  To  many  this  was  the  first  time 
to  meet  our  brother. 

Our  regular  quarterly  council  met  Jan.  3.  Not 
very  much  business  came  before  the  meeting.  The 
question  was  brought  before  the  meeting:  "  Will 
we  purchase  the  churchhouse  at  the  west  end  of 
Altoona,  now  owned  by  the  United  Brethren?" 
This  house  is  for  sale  and  must  be  sold  before  long. 
It  can  be  bought  for  81,300.  It  is  furnished  with 
everything  necessary  for  use.  The  work  of  solic- 
iting funds-  was  handed  over  to  Bro.  W.  Spidle. 
Some  of  the  Brethren  think  this  would  be  a  good 
point  to  start  a  mission.  Bro.  J.  W.  Wilt  has  been 
holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  Bellwood  with  en- 
couraging prospects.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Kepiiart. 


From  Lenox,  Iowa. 


Brethren  Stephen  Yoder  and  Michael  Myers 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  here  on  the  even- 
ing of  Jan.  20,  in  a  schoolhouse  five  miles  north 
and_  west  of  Lenox.  When  the  meeting  com- 
menced there  was  plenty  of  room  and  seats,  but 
before  it  closed,  extra  seats  had  to  be  brought  in. 
The  meetings  seemed  to  grow  in  interest. 

Sunday,  the  26th,  was  a  busy  day  with  us.  Bro. 
Yoder  preached  at  half  past  ten.  At  2:  30  we  at- 
tended Sunday  school  in  the  schoolhouse  two  miles 
east.  Bro.  Myers  preached  immediately  after  Sun- 
day school.  At  night  Bro.  Yoder  preached  at  the 
schoolhouse.  W.  G.  Caskey. 


Obituaries. 


From  Cornell,  111. 


Dec.  30  family  and  I  left  our  home  in  Virginia 
and  started  for  our  new  home  in  Cornell,  111. 
After  a  train  ride  of  twenty-nine  hours    we   were 


landed  safe  at  Cor 
came  up  from  his 


hon 


lder,  Menno  Stouffer, 
at  Mansfield,  and  held  a 
len  our  letters  were  read 
:  were  enrolled  with  the 


ncil  Jan.  7, 
and  approved,  and  so 
Cornell  church. 

A  series  of  meetings  was  at  once  begun.  Eld. 
Stouffer  remained  two  days  and  then  returned 
home.  The  meetings  were  continued  two  weeks 
with  excellent  interest,  especially  on  the  part 
of  the  church,  and  while  some  seemed  deeply 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  forsaking  sin, 
none  appeared  to  have  the  courage  of  their  con- 
victions. Still  we  feel  that  good  was  done,  es- 
pecially in  the  strengthening  and  encouragement 
of  the  members. 

The  church  here  has  had  its  dark  days,  and 
the  faith  of  the  few  remaining  has  been  sorely 
tried,  yet  we  see  no  reason  why  we  may  not 
hope  for  better  things 
is  a  blessing  in  disguis 
faith  tested. 

As  regards  our  change  in  location,  we  have  no 
regrets  to  make  or  apologies  to  offer,  being  all  th^ 
while   impressed  that   the   Lord   is  back 
and  that  in  his  own  way  all  things  v  "' 
the  best. 

From  Altoona,  Pa. 
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sometimes,   to    have   our 
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On  account  of  my  neglect  our  series  of  meetings 
was  not  reported.  Bro.  Joseph  Long,  of  York,  Pa., 
came  to  us  in  October  and  labored  almost  three 
weeks.  He  preached  some  plain,  sound  sermons. 
His  great  anxiety  is  for  the  salvation  of  souls. 
Our  brother  did  not  shun  to  preach  the  Truth  as  it 
is  in  God's  Word.  During  the  meeting  three  souls 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  and  two 
reclaimed.  A  few  weeks  ago  another  sister  was 
received  by  baptism.    We  also  had  the  pleasure  of 


Idest  < 
died  ir 
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I  took  an  account  of  the  number  of  deaths  re- 
ported in  the  Gospel  Messenger  in  1895.  The  to- 
tal number  of  deaths  reported  is  1,059.  I  classed 
them  in  classes  and  took  thirty  years  as  the  stand- 
ard time  of  our  lives.  Number  of  deaths  reported 
under  thirty,  389.  Number  of  deaths  reported  over 
thirty,  670.  . 

The  oldest  one  reported  was  102  years.  His 
name  was  Wisinger;  he  died  in  the  Johnstown  con- 
gregation, Cambria  County,  Pa.  Next  to  the 
s  Sarah  Gates,  98  years  of  age.  She  also 
the  Johnstown  congregation.  The  third 
ported  was  David  Rathom,  97  years  of 
age.  He  died  in  the  Monticello  congregation,  Ind. 
The  largest  number  of  deaths  reported  in  one 
week  were  twenty-nine,  and  the  least  number  in 
one  week  was  six.  The  largest  number  at  deaths 
reported  in  one  month  was  1*9.  This  was  the 
month  of  April.  The  least  number  of  deaths  re- 
ported in  one  month  was  sixty-eight,  whicn  was 
the  month  of  July. 

A  great   many  more   died   in   our   Brotherhood 

that  were  not  reported   in  the  Messenger.     How 

important  a  matter  it  is  that  we  all  should  be  ready 

when  God  says,  "It  is  enough;  come  up  higher." 

J.  B.  Haines. 

Huntington,  Ind. 


From  the  Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa. 

Bro.  Wm.  Bingaman,  of  La  Place,  111.,  on  his  way 
homeward  from  New  York  City,  where  he  landed 
on  his  return  from  his  visit  to  the  "  Lands  of  the 
Bible,"  gave  us  a  very  pleasant  call.  He  preached 
one  sermon  at  the  Baker  meetinghouse,  one  at 
Mohler's,  and  in  the  evening,  in  Mechanicsburg,  he 
gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  "  Bible  Lands,"  to  a 
large  and  attentive  audience.  He  was  hurried  in 
his  call  with  us,  as  in  a  few  days  he  expects  to  ar- 
rive at  his  home  from  which  he  has  been  absent  al- 
most nine  months. 

Jan.  18  was  the  time  appointed  when  Bro.  Ed- 
mund Book,  of  Blain,  Pa.,  was  to  commence  a  se= 
ries  of  meetings  at  our  Baker  meetinghouse.  A 
few  days  prior  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  our  elder 
received  a  letter  from  Bro.  Book,  stating  that  he 
could  not  be  with  us,  he  having  contracted  a  cold 
while  holding  a  meeting  elsewhere,  so  that  he  was 
not  in  condition  to  be  with  us.    The  home  minis-' 
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ters  are  holding  the   meeting.     It  is  now  going  on 
the  second  week  with  good  congregations  and  con- 
siderable interest.  Henry  Bkki  man. 
Jan.  28. 


From  the  Monticello  Church,  Ind. 

In  all  the  reading  matter  we  have,  the  Gospel 
Messenger  stands  next  to  our  Bible.  If  we  were 
required  to  dispense  with  all  our  religious  litera- 
ture, the  Messenger  would  be  the  last  one  to  be 
given  up.  Its  able  contributions  are  spiritual  food 
for  the  soul.  Its  general  news  from  all  over  our 
great  Brotherhood  helps  to  make  the  child  of  God 
stronger  in  Christian  grace,  and  gives  him  a  stimu- 
lus to  a  more  active  life  and  work.  When  one 
reads  the  noble  work  done  by  the  many  workers 
and  writers,  it  takes  a  mighty  effort  to  keep  the 
aspirations  awakened  within  the  soul  quiet,  and 
another  effort,  to  pacify  the  great  cry  in  our  con- 
science, "Go  to  work  in  my  vineyard,"  is  almost 
an  impossibility.  Every  piece,  from  the  first  page 
to  the  last  one  of  each  number,  has  the  Gospel 
ring,  except  those  advertisements,  and  they  are 
touched  a  little  with  the  same.  As  agent,  we  urge 
all  to  take  it,  and  never  quit  until  they  are  nofable 
to  make  another  dollar  to  pay  for  it. 

While  we  so  greatly  enjoy  reading  the  church 
news  all  over  our  Brotherhood,  it  may  be  that  a 
few  readers  of  the  Messenger  will  enjoy  a  few 
items  from  the  Monticello  church.  We  have  a 
membership  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers. At  present  we  hold  meetings  at  seven  dif- 
ferent points  each  month,  and  at  some  places  twice 
a  month.  We  have  three  ministers,  at  present, 
with  a  good,  strong  corps  of  deacon  brethren,— ten 
in  number,— to  help  along  in  the  good  work. 

We  have  a  Brethren's  Missionary  Meeting  each 
month,  in  which  our  young  members  take  an  ac- 
atly  helps  them  in  Christian 
!  two  Sunday  schools,  where 
ild,  can  learn  something  per- 
taining to  the  better  life.  Our  church  has  held  a 
neetings  at  three  different  points  this 
o.  Isaac  Billheimer  was  with  us  at  one 
of  our  points,  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  at  another.  We 
had  arranged  to  have  Bro.  Billheimer  to  help  us 
at  another,  but  his  health  would  not  permit  him  to 
appointed,  so  the  meeting  was 
by   the   home   ministry.     Bro.    Dill 
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Dd  throughout  the  meetings.  Al- 
united  with  the  church  during  all 
neetings  we  feel  much  good  was 
ibers  were  much  built  up  spiritu- 
ally. A  good  feeling  seems  to  exist  among  the 
outside  world  around  us.  We  have  been  holding 
meetings  at  a  new  point  in  our  district  each  month. 
Bro.  Bridge  has  been  doing  the  preaching  there, 
and  he  reports  quite  an  interest  awakened,  and  an 
earnest  desire  by  all,  that  we  continue  meetings  at 
that  place. 


Our   church 


all  its  dep. 
feel  to  ble 


they  have  als 


liarmony 


enjoying  peace  and 
aents  of  church  work,  f.__ 
:hc  Lord.  The  writer  as  elder,  has 
not  only  the  care  of  the  home  church,  but  also 
the  Adamsboro  church,  in  which  only  resides  one 
They  have  two  meetings  each  month; 
started  up  vork  in  the  City  of  Lo- 
gansport.  So  we  have  plenty  to  do.  Active  work 
in   a   church    is    promotive    of    strong    Christian 

gr°w  J.  A.  Weaver. 

Jan.  3i. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  *  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  lo  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  tar  cowitry^      ' 

Plevna,  Ind.-Bro.  S.  N.  Eversole,  from  Ramsey 

County,  N.  Dak.,  arrived  here  Jan.  25,  and  preached 
three  interesting  sermons  for  us.-Z>.  Kennedv  Ian 
29.  '•  y     ' 

Cheyenne  Church,  Kans.-We  have  just  closed  a 
series  of  meetings,  held  by  Eld.  John  Garber  and 
Bro.  G.  H.  Sharp,  closing  with  good  interest.     Two 
were   reclaimed.-^.  E.  HUtabidd,  Atwood,    Kans 
Jan.  2J, 


Stover,  Va.— We  closed  a  series  of  meetings  last 
night,  Jan.  26,  after  two  weeks'  preaching  every 
night,  in  all  seventeen  sermons,  without  any  ad- 
ditions, but  not  without  effect.— D.  C.  Zigler. 

Fortuna,  Cal.— We  are  somewhat  isolated  from 
the  church  here  and  we  cannot  have  any  meeting, 
so  we  intend,  during  this  year,  to  move  to  a  church 
of  the  Brethren.  We  get  the  Messenger  and 
Young  Disciple,  which  prove  of  great  interest  to  us. 
— B.  W.  Hays  Jan.  /p. 

Litchfield,  111.— Bro.  D.  B.  Gibson  came,  to  us 
Jan.  25.  One  was  baptized.  One  more  came  out 
last  night,  and  others  are  counting  the  cost.  The 
interest  is  excellent  for  so  short  a  time.  Congre- 
gations are  large  and  growing  all  the  time.— Iskam 
Beenblossom,  Jan.  21. 

Bills,  Pa.— Jan.  19,  Bro.  G.  Schrock  visited  our 
sick  brother,  Harry  Boyds,  and,  by  request,  anoint- 
ed him  according  to  James  5.  Thus  three  of  our 
aged  members  have  been  anointed  lately.  May  the 
Lord  sustain  them  in  their  declining  years!— Silas 
Hoover,  Jan.  27. 

Galva,  Iowa.— Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  came  to  us  Jan.  11.  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings.  As  the  Brethren  have  no  churchhouse 
of  their  own,  we  had  the  privilege  of  getting  the 
Disciple  church.  Our  brother  preached  twelve 
soul-reviving  sermons.  Two  young  souls  were  add- 
ed to  the  church  and  the  membership  much  en- 
couraged.— E.  Miller,  Jan.  28. 

Edna  Mills,  Ind.— Eld.  Isaac  Billheimer  held  a 
short  series  of  meetings  in  Edna  Mills  during  the 
Holidays.  Bro.  Alexander  Miller,  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  New 
Hope  meetinghouse,  Jan.  8,  and  closed  Jan.  21,  with 
four  additions  by  baptism.  The  interest  was  good 
until  the  close,  and  the  meetings  probably  closed 
too  soon.— John  E.  Metsger,  Jan.  22. 

Nashua,  Iowa.— Bro.  Jonathan  Broadwater,  of 
Minnesota,  came  to  Bradford,  Iowa,  Nov.  26,  and 
preached  for  us  till  Dec.  2,  when  Bro.  Eisenbis'e,  of 
Illinois,  continued  the  meetings  till  Dec.  8.  Two 
were  baptized.  Jan  12,  Bro.  W.  H.  Eikenberry,  of 
Corwith,  Iowa,  came  to  us,  and  preached  two  weeks 
more,  five  miles  south  of  Bradford,  when  two  more 
were  baptized.— Leah  Pitts,  Jan.  30. 

—Bro.  Abraham  Wolf,  of  Jef- 
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Mallard,  Iowa.— Bro.  O.  J. 
icksburg,  Iowa,  came  here  Jan. 
over  Sunday.     He  preached,  in 
The  meetings  were  held  at  th 
house,  three  and  a  half  miles  west  of  town.     Owing 
to  sickness  I   did  not  get  to  attend  the  meetings 
myself,  but  the  report  is,  that  Bro.  Beaver  preached 
some  very  interesting  and  soul-cheering  sermons 
— Katie  Boh,,  Treat,  Jan.  28. 

Denver,  Colo.-Bro.  Daggett  preached  his  fare- 
well sermon  Jan.  19.  We  regretted  to  part  with 
him  and  family.  We  were  made  to  rejoice  when 
two  dear  ones  said  they  were  willing  to  foil 
sus.  They  were  baptized.  We  have  a  goou  ... 
day  school.  We  hope  that  brother  and  sister  Dag- 
gain.  We  need  a 
time  to  the  work. 
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Coon  River,  Iowa. — Bro.  D.  E.  Brubaker,  of  Pan- 
ther Creek,  preached  for  us  two  weeks  at  the 
church.  A  good  interest  was  manifested,  so  much 
so  that  we  sent  for  Bro.  Frank  McCune  to  come 
and  continue  the  meetings.  Some  of  our  ministers 
are  out  in  the  field,— Bro.  J.  D.  Haughtelin,  at 
Truro,  M.  Deardorff  in  Des  Momes,  and  the  writer 
just  returned  home  from  Panther  Creek,  the  home 
of  Bro.  D.  E.  Brubaker.— Jos.  L.  Myers,  Yale,  Iowa 
Jan.  27. 

Duncansville  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Michael  Claar 
closed  his  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lamersville 
house  Jan.  12.  At  the  latter  place  wc  have  no  ad- 
ditions to  report  by  baptism.  Two  that  had  been 
disowned  were  restored  again  to  full  fellowship. 
Our  aged  brother,  Daniel  Sell,  father  of  our  elder, 
James  A.  Sell,  is  in  a  feeble  condition  at  present, 
caused  by  getting  a  fall  in  his  barn,  breaking  two. 
of  his  ribs.  He  was  anointed  a  few  days  ago. — D. 
S.  Replogle,  Jan.  29. 

Crimora,  Va.— Bro.  Samuel  Driver,  of  Barren 
Ridge,  Va.,  came  to  us  Dec.  8,  and  preached  until 
the  21st,  when  two  young  sisters  were  baptized, — 
one  about  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  returned  to 
the  church  in  the  evening,  where  about  forty  mem- 
bers engaged  in  Communion  services.  On  account 
of  it  being  very  rainy  in  the  morning,  the  member- 
hip  was  not  very  large.  On  Sunday,  at  eleven, 
Bro.  Driver  gave  us  another  good  sermon,  which 
closed  our  meetings. — S.  F.  Scrogham,Jan.  2j. 

Reading,  Pa.— We  had  a  very  interesting  and 
soul-inspiring  series  of  meetings  recently.  Bro. 
Pfautz,  from  Lancaster  County,  was  with  us.  Our 
home  minister,  H.  S.  Kline,  assisted  our  visiting 
brother.  He  commenced  to  work  among  us  Jan.  4,. 
and  left  us  Jan.  24.  Order  and  attendance  were 
good.  Three  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
baptized  Jan.  26.  One  more  is  awaiting  baptism. 
Two  were  reclaimed  and  perhaps  three.  Others  are 
near  the  kingdom.    This  was  of  a  truth  a  revival  forr 

both  members  and  outsiders. — Clayton  Seyler. 

Lima,  Ohio. — I  commenced  meetings  at  this1 
place  Jan.  18.  Lima  is  a  city  of  23,000.  There 
are  about  thirty  members  here, — good  earnest 
workers.  Lima  is  like  many  other  cities  here, — 
in  need  of  a  house  of  worship.  Our  meetings  are 
becoming  very  interesting.  We  baptized  one  yes- 
terday and  many  more  are  near  the  kingdom. 
Possibly  we  will  continue  this  week  and  will  re- 
port the  results  later.  I  have  not  seen  the  Mes- 
senger since  I  am  here.  I  am  almost  sick  to  see 
a  copy  — 0.  C.  Ellis,  Jan.  2y. 

Palmer,  111.— Last  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  26,  Bro. 
Granville  Nevinger,  of  Beecher  City,  III,  closed  a 
very  interesting  series  of  meetings  here,  which 
lasted  for  two  weeks.  There  were  no  accessions  to 
the  church,  although  there  were  good  impressions 
made  on  the  minds  of  sinners,  and  the  members 
were  greatly  strengthened.  Every  one  seemed  to 
appreciate  Bro.  Nevinger's  plain  preaching  from 
the  Bible.  At  eleven  o'clock  yesterday  (Sunday 
morning)  he  had  children's  meeting.  There  was  a 
large  crowd  of  interested  listeners.  Last  night  he 
preached  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  our  town  and 
vicinity.  The  church  was  crowded  to  its  utmost. 
The  church  was  well  filled  during  all  the  meetings. 
— Julia  L.  Parish. 

Asheville,  N.  C— We  are  now  located  at  No.  33 
Pine  St.,  Asheville,  N.  C.  Wife  and  I  brought  our 
daughter  Olive  here,  for  the  benefit  of  her  health,  a 
little  more  than  a  month  ago.  We  desire  an  inter- 
est in  the  prayers  of  the  Brotherhood  in  our  isola- 
tion from  home,  friends,  and  sanctuary  privileges. 
Not  wishing  to  be  idle,  I  have  been  distributing 
tracts,  and  find  this  a  good  field  for  that  kind  of 
work,  as  the  people  come  as  far  as  thirty-five  miles, 
and  more,  to  this  place  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try to  do  their  trading,  etc.,  and  this  being  a  health 
resort  we  find  a  great  many  people  here  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  so  the  good  seed  sown  here  is 
scattered  far  and  wide.  We  have  not  seen  any 
members  of  our  church  since  we  are  here.  We 
would  be  pleased  to  have  members  passing  this 
way  to  call  and  see  us—  S.  Bock,  Jan,  28. 
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McCool,  Nebr.-Eld.  G.  W.  Stambaugh  closed  a 
scries  of  fourteen  meetings  Jan.  26.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Brethren  was  new  to  a  great  many,  but  the 
interest  was  good  from  the  start.— Maria  Lapp,  Jan. 
3°- 

Stratton,  Nebr.— Bro.  John  Garber,  of  Norton, 
Kans.,  came  to  us  Jan.  15,  and  remained  till  the 
20th.  He  labored  faithfully  in  word  and  doctrine. 
Though  there  were  no  immediate  results,  we  know 
that  good  seed  has  been  sown,  and  God  knows  what 
the  harvest  will  be. — Harry  Barnett.Jan.  30. 

South  River  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  J.  D.  Hau<rh- 
telin  came  to  us  Jan.  2t.  He  preached  nine  ser- 
mons. Good  attention  was  given  to  the  Word 
preached.  We  held  our  council  Jan.  28.  One  was 
received  into  the  church  by  letter.— Etta  Archer, 
New  Virginia,  Iowa,  Jan.  29. 

Salem  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  S.  Mohler,  of  Mor- 
rill, Kans.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  our 
congregation  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  11,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  evening  of  the  29th,  preaching  in 
all  twenty-two  sermons,  which  were  well  received 
by  those  who  heard  them.  Inclement  weather  and 
sickness  caused  small  congregations. — L.  E.  Fahr- 
ney,  Sterling,  Kans.,  Jan.  30. 

Elk  Run,  Va.— Our  series  of  meetings  commenced 
Jan.  12  and  closed  Jan.  26.  Our  elder,  L.  A.  Wen- 
ger,  did  the  preaching, — seventeen  sermons  in  all, 
which  were  listened  to  with  interest.  We  had  a 
half-hour  song  service  before  each  appointment 
which  seemed  to  add  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting. 
Bro.  D:  Bowman,  of  Missouri,  gave  us  three  ser- 
mons recently.—/.  A.  Miller,  Jan.  jr. 

Booth,  Kans. — Since  our  last  report  from  this 
place  eight  more  have  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side. 
Another  series  of  meetings  was  commenced  Jan.  16, 
Bro.  Eby  doing  the  preaching  About  that  time, 
Bro.  C.  S.  Holsinger,  from  Belleville,  Kans.,  came 
to  us  and  preached  one  week  with  good  results.  He 
left  Jan.  17,  with  many  good  wishes.  The  meetings 
will  be  continued  for  some  time  yet.  —  A.  F.  Miller, 
Jan.  28. 

Astoria,  111.— Bro.  Michael  Flory,  of  Girard,  III, 
came  to  us  Jan.  6.     He  stayed  until  Jan.  28,  preach- 

seems  there  has  been  a  general  awakening.  The 
interest  and  attention  could  not  have  been  better. 
Thirteen  dear  souls  were  added  to  the  church  by 
baptism.  Three  were  reclaimed,  and  one  dear  sis- 
ter who  had  wandered  away,  was  restored.  Others 
are  deeply  impressed.  Bro.  Flory  labored  earnest- 
ly while  here. — Mallie  Davis,  Feb.  I. 

Lower  Deer  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members 
met  in  council  Jan.  25.  Considerable  business  was 
transacted.  A  delegate  was  chosen  to  represent  us 
in  District  Meeting.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  Benja- 
min Wray.  The  church  made  choice  of  sister  Ella 
Musselman  as  agent  for  the  Messenger,  etc.,  in 
place  of  Bro.  David  Blickenstaff,  resigned.  Bro. 
D.  P.  Shively  was  with  us  and  gave  us  four  very 
able  sermons,  which  were  much  appreciated.— 
Aaron  Snowbergcr,  Jan.  28. 

Orting,  Wash.— I  think  this  would  be  a  good 
place  for  the  Brethren  to  send  some  of  their  mis- 
sionaries. Two  years  ago  a  convert,  about  ten 
miles  from  here,  when  received  into  one  of  the  pop- 
ular churches,  wanted  to  be  baptized  like  the  Dun- 
kers.  Her  preacher  did  not  know  how  to  do  it,  but 
took  her  into  the  water,  and  baptized  her  as  near 
like  the  Brethren  as  she  could  tell  him.  If  any  of 
your  ministers  come  this  way,  we  would  be  pleased 
to  have  them  call  and  see  as.— Katie  Patterson. 

Mercer  Church,  Ohio.— We  have  just  closed  an 
interesting  series  of  meetings  at  this  place,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman,  who  came  to  us 
Jan.  11,  and  continued  until  the  24th,  preaching,  in 
all,  sixteen  sermons.  He  held  forth  the  Word  with 
power.  The  interest  was  good  during  the  entire 
meeting,  and  we  feel  that  many  are  counting  the 
cost.  Two  were  reclaimed.  From  here  our  broth- 
er went  to  the  Zion  church  (same  district),  where 
he  preached  two  sermons  to  many  eager  listeners. 
— C.  D.  Miller,  Monticello,  Ohio,  Jan.  2J. 


Dulaney,  Va.— Bro.  Henry  Sheets,  of  North 
Carolina,  came  to  Pleasant  Valley,  Floyd  Co., 
Va.,  Jan.  21,  and  held  a  series  of  meetings,  continu- 
ing until  Jan.  26,  holding  te"n  meetings.  As  .1  1  esull 
five  were  baptized  and  one  more  made  application 
to  become  a  member.  Bro.  Sheets  is  an  able  ex- 
pounder of  Gospel  truths.— Samuel  P.  Reed,  Jan.  26. 

Loraine,  111.— The  home  ministers  of  the  Loraine 
church  are  holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  this' 
place.  Bro.  B.F.Britt  is  doing  the  preaching.  The 
attendance  and  interest  have  been  fauiy  good  the 
past  two  weeks.  There  will  be  preaching  to-night, 
and  perhaps  for  another  week.  The  Sunday  school 
under  the  supervision  of  Bro.  B.  H.  Striekler,  is 
rapidly  growing  in  interest  and  increasing  in  num- 
bers. Our  school  is  not  large,  but  is  evergreen. 
New  foliage  is  constantly  appearing,  with  promises 
of  precious  fruit.— H.  W.  Striekler,  Jan.  26. 

Spring  Creek  Church,  Pa.— Bro".  Jacob  Booz,  of 
Saltordville,  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  began 
preaching  for  us  at  the  Conewago  churchhouse  on 
the  evening  of  Jan.  IS,  and  closed  on  the  evening 
of  the  30th.  He  preached,  in  all,  seventeen  ser- 
mons (one  at  the  Palmyra  house).  Four  young 
souls  expressed  their  willingness  to  accept  Christ 
and  follow  in  his  footsteps.  Much  interest  was 
manifested  in  his  preaching.  The  members  were 
greatly  built  up  spiritually.  Others  are  counting 
the  cost.—/  B.  Aldinger,  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Jan.  21. 

Olathe  Church,  Kans.— The  latter  part  of  De- 
cember, Bro.  C.  M.  Yearout  held  a  short  series  of 
meetings  in  our  house  in  town.  One  was  baptized. 
Jan.  18  the  work  was  again  taken  up  by  the  home 
brethren.  Thirteen  meetings  were  held  with  good 
interest,  resulting  in  three  additions,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  more  soon.  I  also  attended  a  few  meetings 
in  Ottawa,  while  Bro.  Yearout  was  engaged  in  a 
meeting  in  the  city,  where  there  were  four  addi- 
tions. Bro  D.  C.  Clapper  is  now  holding  meetings 
in  our  west  church. — /.  B.  Crist,  Gardner,  Kans., 
Feb.  x. 

Pierceton,  Ind.— We  had  a  splendid  meeting  in 
the  Washington  church,  Kosciusko  County,  Ind. 
The  meeting  began  on  Sunday,  Jan.  5.  On  the  8th 
I  went  to  North  Manchester  for  help.  I  succeed- 
ed in  getting  the  services  of  Bro.  A.  L.  Wright. 
The  meetings  were  not  so   largely  attended,  owing 
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mons.     The  meeting  closed  Sunday  evening,  J 
19th,    with   two   applicants.     Many  others  seemed 
near  the  kingdom. — H.  H.  Bra/Her,  Jan.  28.  / 

Roann  Church,  Ind. — Last  night  closed  a  very 
profitable  series  of  meetings  of  twenty-seven  ser- 
mons, conducted  by  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong,  of  Nap- 
panee,  Ind.  He  commenced  Jan.  5  and  closed  on 
the  evening  of  the  26th.  Bro.  Dmiel  faithfully 
expounded  the  Gospel  to  both  saint  and  sinner. 
The  arrow  of  conviction  reached  the  hearts  of  eight 
dear  souls,  six  of  whom  were  baptized,  and  two 
applicants,  whose  vvantB  will  be  attended  to  in  the 
near  future.  Those  meetings  were  well  attended, 
and  truly  the  Spirit  of  the  Good  Lord  was  in  our 
midst.  Many  felt  that  those  good  meetings  should 
continue.  We  feel  to  praise  God  for  the  happy 
results  obtained.— Joseph  John,  Jan.  2y. 

Rogue  River  Valley,  Oregon.— The  members 
here  are  working  in  peace  and  harmony.  We  have 
from  two  to  four  meetings  every  Sunday  in  differ- 
ent parts.  Jan.  12.  Bro.  S.  A.  Shuck,  of  Liverpool, 
111.,  arrived  here  with  his  family  of  five  members. 
He  is  a  minister  in  the  second  degree.  He  has  lo- 
cated here  in  Talent,  and  preached  a  good  sermon 
here  at  our  church  near  Talent,  last  Sunday,  Jan.  19. 
We  now  have  five  ministers  in  this  County,  two  here 
at  Talent,  two  in  Ashland,  and  one  at  Eagle  Point, 
twenty  miles  north  of  Talent.  We  have  one  at 
Williams,  Josephine  County,  forty  miles  west  of 
Talent.  We  have  about  forty  members  in  this  lo- 
cal church,— much  scattered.  We  are  looking  for 
more  to  move  here  in  the  near  future. — David 
Brower,  Talent,  Oregon,  Jan.  23. 


Moscow,  Idaho.— Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
at  the  churchhouse  in  Moscow,  Jan.  4.  Considera- 
ble business  was  transacted.  All  passed  off  nicely. 
Bro.  J.  U,  G.  Stiverson,  who  was  elected  to  the  min- 
istry last  spring,  was  forwarded  to  the  second  de- 
gree. He  also  decided  to  commence  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Moscow,  Feb.  6,  the  Lord  willing.— 5. 
.V.  Barklovt, 

Linwood,  Ind.— Jan.  19  brethren  Longanecker 
ami  Neher,  of  Anderson,  came  to  this  place  and 
held  meetings  at  the  New  Light  (Olivet)  church. 
Bro.  Neher  continued  his  meetings  till  Thursday 
evening.  The  attendance  was  good,  considering 
the  weather.  Bro.  Neher  has  promised  to  be  with 
us  over  the  third  Sunday  in  February,  to  continue 
in  the  work  of  soliciting  students  to  attend  the 
school  of  Christ,  of  which  one  of  the  faculty  has 
s.ii.l,  "  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God, 
a  workman  that  ncedeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  right- 
ly dividing  the  Word  of  Truth."-: Jemima  Kob, 
Jan.  2S. 

Cedar  County  Church,  Mo.— The  Cedar  County 
church  met  in  regular  quarterly  council,  Jan.  25, 
1896.  All  business  that  came  before  the  meeting 
passed  off  pleasantly.  Our  home  ministers  con- 
ducted the  meetings,  our  elder  being  absent. 
There  were  six  received  into  the  church  by  letter, 
one  being  a  minister  in  the  second  degree.  One 
letter  was  granted.  We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  near  future,  at  Jerico,  Mo.  We 
now  have  three  different  appointments  in  this  con- 
gregation. We  expect  to  start  a  Sunday  school  ere 
long,  which  is  very  much  needed  in  this  church. 
There  are  not  many  young  members  here,  but  they 
need  training,  and  the  Sunday  school  will  be  help- 
ful in  that  way.— C.  A.  Miller,  Jerico  Springs,  Mo. 

Dayton,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  West  Day- 
ton church  met  in  council  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  30,  at  7  P.  M.  All  business  was  transacted  in 
a  good  spirit  and  for  the  church  and  the  Mas 
ter's  cause.  A  committee  of  five  were  appointed 
to  solicit  topics  tor  our  social  meetings;  also  a 
committee  to  secure  a  minister  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  this  fall.  Our  Mission  Sunday  school 
was  reorganized  by  electing  S.  D.  Musselman,  Su- 
perintendent, and  Daniel  Palmer,  Assistant  Su- 
perintendent. We  are  glad  to  say  that  our  mis- 
sion school  is  in  good  growing  condition.  The  at- 
tendance and  interest  have  been  very  good.  Bro. 
L.  A.  Bookwalter  was  with  us  to  assist  in  our  work. 
At  our  council  two  were  received  by  letter.— Elmer 
Womboldjan.31. 

Flora,  Ind. —An  interesting  series  of  meetings 
here  closed  last  Sunday  evening,  with  an  over- 
crowded house.  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewistown, 
Pa.,  did  the  preaching.  He  held  forth  the  Word 
with  great  zeal  and  with  power.  As  an  immediate 
result  twelve  preciwus  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  were  baptized.  Eleven  of  them  were  our 
Sunday  school  pupils,  ranging  in  age  from  fourteen 
to  twenty-five  years.  One  dear  old  brother,  seven- 
ty-eight years  old,  very  feeble,  realized  in  his  last 
days  that  he  needed  a  Savior.  This  makes  seven- 
teen baptized  and  one  applicant,  for  the  past  six 
months.  Our  meetings  closed  too  soon,  for  we 
know  there  are  many  more  who  have  been  counring 
the  cost,  and  a  few  more  sermons  would  have  fully 
convinced  them  to  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side. — 
/.  L.  Cunningham,  Jan.  29. 

Cumberland  County,  Pa— Bro.  H.  C.  Early 
closed  a  series  of  meetings  at  Jacksonville,  Cum 
berland  County,  Pa.,  with  fourteen  add 
God's  power  to  save,  God's  love  and  Ch 
righteousness  figured  largely  in  his  work.  The  be- 
lievers learned  to  love  and  appreciate  the  lamb  of 
God,  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world. 
Through  his  knowledge  of  the  Bible  and  his  won- 
derful experience  with  the  Blessed  Master,  many, 
who  thought  they  knew  the  Savior  by  what  they 
read  of  him,  now  know  him  through  the  divine  pow- 
er of  God,  and  were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  They  now  know  the  meaning  of  the  won- 
derful words  of  Paul,  "  Your  body  is  the  temple  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which  ye  have  of 
God." — Albert  Hollinger,  Huntsdale,  Pa, 
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THIE3    OOSPEL    MESSENGER. 


February  8,  1896. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


RENCH— PENNY.— At  the  residence  of 
the  bride's  parents,  near  Orlando,  Okla.,  Nov, 
14,  1895,  Bro.  David  Rench  and  sister  Vinnie 
Penny.  N.  S,  Gripe. 

f    TROSTLE— ROWLAND.— At  the  home  of 
the' bride.    Polo,    III.,   Dec.    19,    1895,    by    the 
writer,  William  Trostle  and  Katie  Rowland. 
Ed.  Forney. 

BAKER— WRIGHT— At  the  residence  of 
the  groom's  sister,  near  Nashville,  Kingman 
Co.,  Kans.,  Dec.  2,  1895,  by  the  undersigned, 
Mr.  Job  Baker  and  Miss  Nannie  Wright,  both 
of  Kingman  Comity,  Kans. 

N.  F.  Brubakrk. 

FLANICAN-HERSHBERGER.-At  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  in  Marion  County, 
111.,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  Oser  O.  Flanican 
and  Miss  Cora  F.  Hershberger,  both  of  Salem, 
III.  Menno  Stauffer. 

r  ROYER— GEIMAN  — At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  near  Westminster,  Md.,  Dec. 
17,  189s,  Mr.  J.  Paul  Royer  and  sister  Lucy  J. 
Geiman.  Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

FREIDLINE— NEDROW.— At  the  home 
of  the  bride's  uncle,  in  Somerset  County,  Dec. 
24,  1895,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Norman  A. 
Freidline  and  sister  Alice  M.  Nedrow,  both  of 
Westmoreland  County,  Pa. 

J.  B.  Ferguson. 

GILBERT— Y ODER. —At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  Dec.  25, 
1895,  Mr.  James  Z.  Gilbert,  of  Belleville,  Kans.. 
and  Miss  Hattie  S.  Yoder.  J.  E.  Young. 

HENRICKS-OAKS.— At  the  home  of  the' 
bride's  parents,  Jan.  14,  1896,  by  Bro.  Henry 
Etter,  Mr.  Charley  Henricks  and  Miss  Annie 
E.  Oaks. 

BALDWIN— OAKS.  —  Also    at    the   same 
time  and  place,  Mr.  Edward  Baldwin  and  Miss 
Emily  J.  Oaks,  all  of  Caldwell  County,  Mo. 
Lizzie  He 


M( 


SNOWBERGER — FESLER.— At  the  resi- 
dence of  the  bjtde's,  in  Longmont,  Colo.,  Jan. 
19,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  A.  C.  Snow- 
berger  and  sister  Rachel  A.  Fesler. 

S.  M.  Goughnour. 
BAKER— DAFLER  —  At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  in  Brookville,  Ohio,  Dec.  25, 
1895,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  William  C. 
Baker  and  sister  Emma  V.  Dafler,  both  of 
Brookville,  Ohio.  S.  Horning. 

GIRL-MITCHELL.— At  the  home  of  the 
groom's  brother,  in  Oakley,  III.,  Dec.  i,  1895, 
Peter  Girl  to  Leona  Mitchell,  both  of  Macon, 
County,  111.  A.  L.  Bingaman. 

VANMEDDLEWORTH- MILLER.— At 
the  residence  of  the  undersigned,  in  Banner, 
Fulton  Co.,  111.,  Charles  Vanmeddleworth  and 
Rosa  Miller,  all  of  Banner,  Fulton  Co.,  111. 
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•  -  ■  FALLEN  i  ASLEEP  . . . 

"  Blessed  arc  the  den  J  which  die  In  the  Lord.""    ~ 

BEERY.— Near  Salem,  Ohio,  Jan.  20,  1896, 
Peter  Beery,  aged  65  years,  10  months  and 
9  days.  He  was  born  near  Harrisonburg,  Va. 
He  moved  to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  in 
1862.  He  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Swank. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  living.  Funeral  services 
conducted  in  the  Christian  church,  in  Salem, 
from  Job  14: 14,  by  the  writer. 

John  H.  Brumbaugh. 

GARBER.— In  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Car 
roll  Co.,  Md.,  our  beloved  brother,  John  Gar 
ber,  aged  76  years,  1  month  and  21  days.  Fu 
neral  occasion  improved  from  Ps.  119:54,  by 
Eld.  E.  W.  Stoner,  assisted  by  elders  Kolb  and 
Ecker.  He  leaves  a  wife,  a  faithful  sister  in 
the  church,  and  three  daughters. 

E.  W.  Stoner. 

LIVEZEY.— In  the  Buck  Creek  church, 
Henry  Co.,  Ind.,  July  10,  1895,  Bro.  Thomas 
Livezey,  aged  63  years,  4  months  and  23  days. 
He  was  born  in  Philadelphia  County,  Pa.,  Dec 
16,  1831.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  emi 
grated  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  near  Dayton 
where  they  resided  for  about  two  years,  aftei 
which  they  moved  to  Henry  County,  Ind. 
where  he  lived  until  death  relieved  him  of  hi; 


suffering.  There  were  born  unto  them  eleven 
children.  His  wife  and  seven  children  sur- 
vive him.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Eld, 
Lewis  W.  Teeter,  of  the  Nettle  Creek  church, 
Ind,  He  lived  a  consistent  life  in  the  church 
of  his  choice  for  about  thirty-seven  years. 

T.  B.  Wire. 

FOX.— In   the  Elkhart  congregation,    neai 
Goshen,  Ind.,  Jan.  18. 1896,  sister  Margaret  Sir 
san  Fox,  aged  24  years,  5  months  and  5  days 
Sister    Margaret    united    with    the     Brethren 
church  about  three  years  ago,  during  which 
time  she  remained  a  faithful   member,  until 
called  away  by  death.    She  leaves  two  sm; 
children  and  a  husband.     Funeral  attendan 
was    very    large  and   services  conducted   by 
brethren  Daniel  Rigel  and  George  Swihart. 
John  W.Hoover. 

MILLER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Irvin  Creek 
church,  Dunn  Co.,  Wis.,  Jan.  14,  1896,  Willie 
F.,  son  of  friend  Julius  E„  and  Melvira  J. 
Miller,  aged  6  years  and  3  months.  Disease, 
relapse  of  diphtheria.  Funeral  services  im- 
proved by  the  writer,  from  Luke  iS:  15-17. 

Samuel  Crist. 

STOVER.— In  the  New  Hope  church,  Cher- 
okee Co.,  Kans.,  Sept.  2,  1895,  Earl  Bryce, 
infant  son  of  friend  Harvey  and  Priscilla  Stov- 
er, aged  1  year  and  5  days.     Funeral  services 


MOYER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  same 
church  as  above,  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Michael 
Moyer,  his  son,  Jan.  17,  1896,  Michael  Moyer, 
gcd  92  years,  6  months  and  7  days.  He  was 
born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa.  He  was  in- 
terred in  Columbus  cemetery  Jan.  19,  1896. 
uneral  services  by  the  writer,  from  Heb.  9: 
,  28.  A.  B.  Lichtenwalter. 

RHODES.— In  the  Buck  Creek  church, 
Henry  Co.,  Ind.,  Jan.  7,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever, 
Susan  Rhodes,  wife  of  Bro.  John  Rhodes, 
deceased,  aged  69  years  and  16  days.  She 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.  When  six 
years  old  she  emigrated  with  her  parents  to 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  Aug.  16,  1S45.  After  her 
marriage  they  moved  to  Henry  County,  Ind. 
n  was  blessed  with  nine  children. 
She  lived  a  consistent  life  in  the  church  for 
about  forty-one  years.  Funeral  services  took 
it  the  Nettle  Creek  church,  near 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  by  the  Nettle  Creek  and 
Buck  Creek  brethren,  from  John  16:22.  Her 
husband  preceded  her  two  years  and  five 
onths.  T.  B.  Wire. 

EISENBISE— In  the  Cherry  Grove  church, 
111,  Jan.  20,  1896,  infant  son  of  friend  George 
id  sister  Soney    Eisenbise,  aged    I    year,  2 
ionths  and   22   days.     Funeral  occasion    im- 
proved by  the  writer  from  Luke  23:  28. 

C.  P.  Rowland. 

SHAPE.— In  the  Ten  Mile  church,  Wash- 

ngton  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.   7,    1S96,   sister  Barbara 

Shane,  relict  of  Lewis  Shape,  aged  65  years, 

ths  and  27  days.     Sister  Barbara  was  a 

consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 

er  40  years.     Funeral  text.  Rev.  21:4. 

Eld.  John  Wise. 

STAYER.— In  the  Woodbury  church,  Bed- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  5,  1895,  Bro.  Daniel  S. 
Stayer,  aged  66  years,  8  months  and  21  days. 
Deceased  served  in  the  office  of  deacon  for 
about  nineteen  years.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  the  home  ministers,  assisted  by 
Eld.  G.  W.  Brumbaugh  from  John  14:  i,  to 
a  large  concourse  of  people. 

J.  C.  Stayer. 

FAUL.— In  the  Hollowtown  church,  Ohio,  at 
his  son-in-law's,  in  Sardina,  Brown  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan. 
16,  1896,  Bro.  Faul,  aged  78  years  and  4  months. 
Bro.  Faul  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  for  about  thirty-eight  years.  He  laid 
his  faithful  wife  away  about  five  years  ago, 
and  a  daughter  about  ten  months  ago.  He 
leaves  two  sons  and  two  daughters  to  follow. 
Bro.  Faul  and  wife  were  faithful  members  and 
the  church  feels  their  loss.  Funeral  services 
by  the  writer  from  Ps.  23:4,  assisted  by  Bro, 
G.  C.  Wilkins.  B.  S.  Landers. 

SNOWBERGER.— In  New  Enterprise,  Pa., 
Jan.  16,  1896,  Amanda,  wife  of  D.  B.  Snow- 
berger,  and  daughter  of  D.  M.  Replogle,  of 
Martinsburg,  Pa.,  aged  36  years,  7  months 
and  3  days.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  two 
sons.  The  deceased  was  a  member  of  the 
Progressive  church.  Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Eld.  E.  H.  Smith,  assisted  by 
W.  L.  Spanogle.  Rosie  S.  Myers. 


COGAN.—  At  her  home  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  Jan. 
17,  1896,  sister  Mary  H.  Cogan,  wife  of  friend 
Benjamin  F.  ■  Cogan,  aged  about  54  years. 
She  bore  her  painful  diseases  with  patience 
and  Christian  fortitude.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number  of  years. 
She  leaves  a  husband.  Funeral  services  from 
Rev.  14:  12,  13  by  Eld.  Samuel  Cox  and  the 

ROSS.— At  her  home  in  Altoona,  Pa.,  Aug. 
29,  1895,  Amanda  Ross,  wife  of  friend  Calvin 
Ross,  aged  36  years.  Her  death  was  caused 
by  heart  trouble.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 
six  children.  She,  as  many  others,  was  a  very 
warm  friend  of  the  Brethren  church,  but  put 
off  uniting  with  the  church.  Funeral  services 
from  I  Cor.  15:  55,  56  by  the  writer. 

CASHMAN— At  the  same  home,  Sept.  3, 
1895,  Miss  Harriet  Cashman  (a  sister  of  the 
above-named),  aged  45  years,  9  months  and 
27  days.  She  leaves  a  number  of  friends. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

D.  S.  Brallier. 

KEIM.— At  her  home  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind., 
Jan.  22,  1896,  sister  Phcebe  Keim,  aged  56 
years,  10  months  and  3  days.  Deceased  was 
bom  in  Greshweiler,  Germany,  March  1*6, 
1839.  She  emigrated  to  America  with  her 
parents,  Jacob  and  Anna  Margaret  Arnold. 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Daniel  Keim 
Oct.  6,  1859,  and  united  with  the  Brethren  or 
German  Baptist  church,  July  4,  1878,  and  lived 
a  consistent  member  up  to  her  death.  Funer- 
al services  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14:12,  13. 
Jacob  Ahner, 

PETRY.— In  the  Meadow  Branch  church, 
Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  sister  Amanda  Petry,  wife  of 
Bro.  Daniel  S.  Petry,  aged  32  years,  n  months 
and  4  days.  She  leaves  a  mourning  husband 
and  four  children.  She  was  an  earnest,  active 
worker  in  the  church.  Funeral  on  Christmas 
Day,  conducted  by  Eld.  Uriah  Bixler,  from 
Rev.  14: 13.  Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

EARLY.— Jan.  7,  1896,  Nancy  Vorhis,  aged 

\  years,  7  months  and  7  days.     She  was  mar- 

ed  to  Jeremiah   Early;   Feb.    14,    1840.     To 

Lem  were  born  ten  children, — four  sons  and 

x   daughters,   of   whom   one   son  and    three 

daughters    have    preceded    her.     She    was    a 

stent   member  of   the   church   for    many 

years.     Funeral    services    at    the.  Wheatville 

church  Jan.  9,  1896,  by  the  writer.       A.  G.  C. 

FREESE.— At  her  home  in  Winchester, 
Ohio,  June  4.  1895,  Betsy  Ann  Matthews,  aged 
years,  5  months  and  20  days.  She  came 
this. State  in  the  year  1831  and  was  married 
Frederick  Freese  in  1834.  They  journeyed 
together  more  than  sixty  years  and  then  sep- 
ted  to  be  reunited  in  the  spirit  land  in  less 
than  one  short  year.  She  was  a  consistent 
nember  of  the  church  many  years  and  died 
n  the  triumphs  of  a  living  faith.  Funeral 
.ervices  from  her  late  residence  by  the  writer. 
A.  G.  Crosswhite. 
EARLY— Jan.  16,  1896,  at  the  ripe  old  age 
of  77  years,  9  months  and  19  days,  Jeremiah 
Early.  He  attended  the  funeral  of  his  wife 
Jan.  9,  in  seemingly  good  health.  He  re- 
turned with  his  daughter  (sister  Wm.  Milam), 
to  their  home  in  Winchester  where  he  had 
a  stroke  of  paralysis,  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  Thus,  in  less  than  ten  days,  he 
is  called  to  join  his  wife  in  the  spirit  world. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  many 
years.  Funeral  services  from  the  Wheatville 
church,  conducted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
Bro.  D.  M.  Garver,  from  the  words,  "  Set  thy 
house  in  order,  for  thou  shalt  die  and  not  live." 
A.  G.  Crosswhite. 
EBY.— Dec.  25,  1895,  Elizabeth  A.  Eby, 
aged  67  years,  1  month  and  6  days.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Shideler 
and  in  early  life  taught  school.  At  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  on  April  12,  1849,  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Jacob  Eby,  by  Eld. 
Daniel  Miller.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
eight  children,— two  sons  and  six  daughters. 
One  son  and  one  daughter  were  called  home 
to  God.  She  leaves  a  husband,  one  son  and 
five  daughters.  She  united  with  the  church 
in  1852,  and  hers  was  a  life  of  love,  care  and 
concern  for  others.  Although  her  affliction 
was  of  long  duration,  she  bore  it  patiently. 
Funeral  services  at  Twin  Valley  church  on 
the  afternoon  of  Dec.  28,  conducted  by  Wm. 
Sboup,  of  the  Old  Order  church,  Martin  Shive- 
ly,  of  the  Progressive  church,  and  the  writer, 
from  the  text:  "  For  I  know  that  my  Redeem- 
er liveth."    Job  19;  25.      A,  G.  Crosswhite. 


LICHTY—  In  the  South  Waterleo  congre- 
gation, Iowa,  Dec.  15,  1895,  Wilma,  daughter 
of  Bro.  Elmer  and  sister  Emma  Lichty,  aged 
10  months  and  10  days,  Little  Wilma  has 
gone  to  her  rest.  Bro.  L.  R.  Peifer  conducted 
the  funeral  services.  J.  H.  Fike. 


BOWERS.— Near  Reiffsburg,  Ind.,  Jan.  15, 
1896,  Joel  Bowers,  aged  71  years,  4  months 
and  5  days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
Bro.  Samuel  Neher,  from  Job  14: 10. 

S.  Studebaker. 


SAYLOR.— At  his  home,  near  Morrill, 
Kans.,  Jan.  9,  1896,  Jonas  Alden  Saylor,  infant 
son  of  Bro.  and  sister  D.  M.  Saylor,  aged  2 
years,  1 1  months  and  28  days.  He  was  sick 
about  thirty-six  hours  with  membranous  croup, 
after  which  his  spirit  took  its  flight,  from  this 
world  to  its  home  beyond.  The  funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  S.  Mohler,  at 
the  North  Morrill  church,  Jan.  io,  at  1  o'clock 
P.  M.  Eva  E.  Meyers. 

BITTNER.— In  the  Grundy  church,  Iowa, 
Jan.  9,  1896,  Benjamin  P.  Bittner,  aged  50 
years  and  2  days.  Funeral  services  conducted 
by  the  writer,  from  1  Thess.  4: 14. 

J.  H.  Cakhrice. 
BROWN.— In    the    Grundy    church,    Iowa, 
Jan.  15,  1806,  Bro.  David  Brown,  aged  93  years 
and  II   days.     Deceased  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  Jan.  3,  1803.     In  1825  he  was 

id   in   marriage  with    Hannah    Flaugher. 

Shortly  after  they  moved  to  Mahoning  Coun- 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  for  forty  years.  He 
ne  to  Iowa  in  1869,  and  settled  in  Grundy 
County  in  1870.  His  wife  died  June  21,  1876, 
a  union  of  more  than  fifty  years.  This 
n  was  blessed  with  six  children.  Four  of 
the  children  are  still  living.  Funeral  services 
by  the  writer,  from  Job  5:26, 

J.  H.  Cakerice. 
BREEGLE—  In  the  Jacob's  Creek  congre- 
ition,  near  Mount    Pleasant,    Pa.,    Jan.    24, 
,96,  sister  Maggie  A.  Breegle,  aged  23  years, 

4  months  and  8  days.  Services  by  Eld.  J.  K. 
Eicher  and  the  writer.  H.  S.  Myers. 

BLACKQUELL.— In  the  La  Forge  congre- 
gation, Mississippi  Co.,  Mo.,  Jan.  26,  1896,  of 
brain  fever,  Bro.  J.  F.  Blackquell,  aged  32 
years  and  9  months.  Ira  P.  Eby. 

HERTER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Deep 
River  church,  Iowa,  Jan.  22,  1896,  Matthias 
Herter,  aged  66  years,  7  months  and  24  days. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

H.  R.  Taylor. 

MERKEY.— Near  Calverton,  Midland  con- 
gregation, Fauquier  Co.,  Va.,  Jan.  22,  1896,  of 
consumption,  Bro.  Harvey  J.,  son  of  Bro.  Wil- 
liam (deceased)  and  sister  Catharine  Merkey, 
aged  23  years,  10  months  and  8  days.  He 
leaves  a  mother,  one  sister  and  four  brothers. 
Funeral  by  Bro.  Andrew  Chambers,  assisted 
by  Bro.  Dennis  Weimer.         F.  N.  Weimer. 

LOHR.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Indian  Creek 
congregation,  Fayette  Co,,  Pa.,  Wm.  Harvey 
Lohr,  son  of  friend  Jerry  and  sister  Sophia 
Lohr,  aged  30  years,  9  months  and  13  days. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  a  young  man, 
highly  respected,  who  came  to  his  sudden 
death  by  the  discharge  of  a  gun  shot,  while 
out  hunting  with  others.  Funeral  services  on 
Sunday  at  the  Center  schoolhouse. 

D.  D.  Horner. 

SHEETS, — In  the  same  congregation,  Jan. 
19,  1896,  Bro.  Daniel  A.  Sheets,  aged  34  years, 

5  months  and  3  days.  Bro.  Sheets  was  driv- 
ing home  from  meeting  with  a  number  of 
persons  on  his  sled,  when  suddenly  a  large 
tree  fell  across  the  road,  killing  him  instantly, 
and  seriously  hurting  two  others.  One  died 
the  next  morning  and  the  other  is  not  expect- 
ed to  live.  Funeral  discourse  by  I.  B.  Fergu- 
son assisted  by  R.  F.  Hull  and  the  writer. 

D.  D.  Horner. 

MISHLER.— In  the  Spring  Creek  church, 
Ind.,  Jan.  21,  1896,  of  consumption,  Bro.  Esta 
Miller,  son  of  Bro.  Daniel  and  Catharine 
Mishler,  aged  28  years,  3  months  and  8  days. 
He  united  with  the  church  in  1891.  He  leaves 
an  aged  father  and  mother,  five  brothers  and 
one  sister  to  mourn  their  loss.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  Eld.  J.  S.  Snell,  from 
Isa.  60:20.  Daniel  Snell. 

CORDILE.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Eel  Riv- 
er church,  Ind.,  of  consumption,  Mary  J.  Cor- 
dile,  aged  32  years,  1  month  and  21  days. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  four  children. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  from  John  3: 
17.  Daniel  Snell. 


February  8,  1896. 


the  oosPBL  MrEssErrNra-BiH,. 


. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  - 

Rates  per  Inr",  each  Insertion: 

0"  month  (4«niM>.  .'■ ■ ' 

Three  months  (.3  lira") 

Six  months  (26  times) 

One  year  (S3  times) 

f^-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  moi 


Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 

International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 
reliable  S.  S,  Commentary  published.  It 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.     Price,  Si. 00;  our 

.    price 90  cents 

brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book.— 
/  This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
/  authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting, 
/  1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
'        publication.     While  it    may    be    used    t 

I  advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  e: 
pecially  adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  school 
prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contain 
185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book 
being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 
Board    Cover,  per  copy,  35  cents;  per  dozei 

copies,  prepaid 

Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  65   cents;    per  dozei 

copies,  prepaid 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what  notation 
the  work  is  desired.    , 


Best  line  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  the 
South.  City  Ticket  Office,  232  elark  St.,  Chi- 
cago. 


...HOLWIAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type, Size,  5^x7  inches, 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 
CHAPTER  1. 

)   Tkr  n'umloo'jof  Chris! from  Ahrrilym  Ir,  J,...  ,■/■. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'§us  Christ,  6the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cjthe  son  of  A'bra-Mm.  (rj\  lfl 

2  dA'br&-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
Tgaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  ■Oa.'ccjb 
begat  Jii'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  fJu'das  begat  Pha'ivu  run] 
Za'ra-  of  Tha'mar;    and  hPlia're§ 


Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 
are  engaged  in  church  work.     A  complete 
of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.     Pi 
2S  cents  per  copy.     Address  this  office. 


You  Need  It ! 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Price,  10   Cents. 
Bates  to  Agents, 
this  Office. 


Special 
Address 


>  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 


A  noble  life  is  a  ] 

says  a  noted  author.     It  ._ 

that  our  Brotherhnod    ha 


of  the  Infinite," 

le  and  we  are  glad 
in   the 

.  linght 


darkness  all  around,  have  shi 
stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  ThL  ,~ 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  withuut  (ucIiiili  iktply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
Special     terms    to    agents. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Eclipses  Them  All! 

35i  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


.JSC 


S.1I.-I 


Address  this  office. 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

For  26  cents  we  will  Bend  postpaid  a  full  60 
cent  size  package  of  Victor  Liver   Syrup   Com- 
pound (herb  form)  containing  the  iiKtlleiil  proper- 
ties of  a  full  8l/fil.iK)  lint  tie  of  Victor  I, Ivor  Hvrup 
Until  Jan    1,  1808,  we  make  a  apodal  low  ofler  to 

for  the  offer,  etc.    Three  cents  In  stamps  will  get 
yon  a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 

7tf                                                     Frederiob,  Md. 

I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 

that  I  have  for  sale 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 


Also  a  few  OOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 

Address:  O.  JS.  FRANK, 

4tl3  Pleasant  Home,  Oh 


DUBBBL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


sake,  liave  it  on  hand.  It  is  equally  as  good  tor  Coughs 
Colds.  Irritation  of  the  Throat  and  Luugs.  Tightness  01 
Chest,  etc.    It  contains  no  opium  or  poisons  Or  dangci 


nfidenc 

al  to  it 

sands  of  people,  who  to 

Deric.Kt  they  have  never 

We  have  on  tile  many 

it.    It 

Retail 

s  sold  s 

rict.yon  its  merits.    "No 

C.  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  indui 
nients  ior  families  for  a  short  time  only,  are  given  to  help 
get  this  great  cliiM-saving  rtimdy  introduced  into 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
[45  to  fS3  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop, 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


lents  to  J..SO  per  dai 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S..  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

„  .  w™  Pmiltrv  Game  and  Fruits,  Special- 
ti<5  Hay,  &  Grain,  fcnn,  Hide.  Dried  Fruit,  md 
Bgoti. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


1  Mi.uuti  Culebrntud  Hlgh- 


The  Gospel  Messenger.  A  large,  religious 
reekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brelh 
zn  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onlj 
ecognized    church    organ.     Price,  $  1 .50    pei 


cludinR  Drawing 

back  SL'nta, 

hla  ii.mi  leaves  Chicago  dully  at  8:31  P.  M.,  arriving 
('iin.iuii.iti  next  i»itjrninn  at  7:10,  Cluttauooga  <,:  SO 
M  .  Ail.iiiM,  [0:  |0  l'.  M,,  reaching  Jacksonville  at 
!o  Hie  second  in  oral  tiff,  In  ample  time  to  make  concec- 
llucs  lor  points  in  Central  and  Southern 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
ir  peopl 

Single  copy,  pe 


3 

p= 

riodicals  \ 

ill  be  sent 

Samples  of  c 
on  application, 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents, 


Brethren's  Quarterly —Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wi 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 


Single; 


niliti.m.  t 


■  3SC 


-3Kc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub' 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  littli 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year 10  cent 

10  copies  and  over t%  cents  eacl 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 


P  12  OAItDS. 

.-,  ilowt.irod  li 


When  ordering  cards  be  £ 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday    School    Supplies — We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 


Union  Primers,  Willi  tine  engravings,  per  doz- 
Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  cbart  of  each  leaflon, 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write  ns 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 
Address, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt,  Morris,  111. 


i-.iim. 


t  Sle< 


M,„:. 


lark  Street.  Chicago;  Frank  J. 
.   W,  1'iisa.  Agt.,  Minneapolis. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

Vou  should,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  senseof  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  [t  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


q.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  1"  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament.  • 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Tcsta- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (6)  lo  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
Compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  biJ  ing  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  I  11  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  til  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  »  -  5  50 
Bound  in  morocco,       ....  6  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:     Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

ML  Morris,  III 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  84.00; 
Half  Leather,  S4.50;  Half  Morocco, 
$$.00, 


TTaCZEJ    GOSPEL   MESSBNGBB. 


February  8,  18 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


SAYS  IT  IS  A  GOOD  ALL 
AROUND  COUNTRY. 


Deacon  David  W.  .Wolf,  of  May- 
ville,  North  Dakota,  formerly  of  Ar- 
gos,  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  writes  that 
he  harvested  last  season,  2,800  bushels 
of  wheat,  600  bushels  of  oats,  100  bush- 
els of  barley,  besides  200  bushels  of 
potatoes  and  other  products.  He  says 
it  is  a  fine  country  for  live  stock  and 
poultry  as  well  as  for  general  farming 
and  gardening. 

Mayville,  N.  D,,  Dec.  10,  1805. 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 
Dear  Sir:—  As  I  pre 
we  liked  the  couniry,  1 
well   pleased  with  the 


lised  to  write  you  how 
rill  just  say  that  we  are 
country;   climate  and 
Myself  and  family  hai 


quality  of  tin 
had  good  health  since  we  have  been  here.  Wi 
had  a  splendid  growing  season  and  crops 
yielded  well.  From  160  acres  we  got  2,8ot 
bushels  of  wheat,  600  bushels  of  oats,  100  bush- 
els of  barley,  and  200  bushels  of  potatoes.  Wt 
raised  enough  corn  to  fatten  three  hogs  and  tc 
feed  our  horses  and  cow  through  the  winter; 
we  also  put  up  about  20  tons  of  hay.  Our  gar- 
den vegetables  did  well  considering  the  tend- 
ing that  they  got.  I  have  no  help  of  my  own 
and  diil  not  hire  any  until  harvesting  began. 
For  this  bountiful  crop  we  are  thankful  to  our 
Father  in  heaven.  I  remain  as  ever, 
Yours  truly, 
David  W.  Wolf. 

Brethren,  in  looking  for  new  homes, 
should  follow  the  example  of  Brother 
Wolf.  A  Urge  number  of  the  Breth- 
ren have  already  located  in  the  Turtle 
Mountain  country,  Devil's  Lake  dis- 
trict, and  Red  River  Valley,  and  or- 
ganized churches.  There  is  still  room 
for  many  more  people  near  the  present 
colonies.  These  new  churches  desire 
more  members.  Why  try  other  sec- 
tions until  the  land  is  all  taken  where 
the  churches  now  exist?  In  numbers 
there  is  strength  and  neighborhood 
advantages.  The  Brethren  selected 
their  present  location  after  a  general 
investigation,  and  their  judgment 
should  have  weight  with  others. 

For  printed  matter  and  other  infor- 
mation write  to: 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 

Chicago,  111. 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 


Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  la 
themselves  the  many  interes- 
senied  to  the  observant  travel 


thmgah, 


and  yet  they  would  like 


the 


orld  ; 


arge 


ids  and  see  foi 
ng  sights  pre- 
r.  -Many  have 
I  in  that  direc- 
:o  know  some- 
.    To  such  we 


recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Land 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  S1.50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  prepared  to  give  special  induce- 
ments. Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 
lars. 


JUST  NOW 

1  ngonts  for  the  "Southe 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  (he  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "  Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  51.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 

If  You  Are  Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 

Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and    Foster 

Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroad: 
THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and 

ous  loading  platforms, 
THERE  ARE  three    rivers    which 

THERE  ARE  numerous  sm 

lakes. 
THERE  ARE  good  wells  of  drinking  watc 

from  iR  to  35  fuel  deep,  tree  from  a 


'I 


t  Plain  Clothing!] 


iety, 


THERE  ARE  good   markets, 

from  *2.so  to  $3.00  per  ton, 
THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillabl 
THERE  HAS  BEEN  an  average  of  twenty 
bushels  of  No.  1  Ha 
Wheat  raised  per  acre 
these  two  Counties  sin 
their  settlement  in  188i,< 
cept  in  1B86   when   the  ; 


<TS  SCHOOL  CO.. 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 


■   oKAYTUN'.S   I 


— Edjtok  Gospel  M  e 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post1 


01.   or   Steel    Posts,  which  in  ' 
is1''™'!   T1'"  b''  ""'  *"" 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 

MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA, 
f  our  60,000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portion  ol  our 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

,ve  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  ou  very  Easy  Terms  oi 


No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 


RAILROADS.     Bel»r 


Farm  for  Sale. 


Wells  and  Foster 


THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  in  buying  lands 


Railroad 


Wei 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
ific  Railroad 'has  2^0,000  acres  of  land  in  Pos- 
er and  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re 
erved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
to  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  io  give  land 
for  a  site,  zn&five  hundred  dollars  towards  tht 
a  church  for  the  ase  of  the  Breth 


BretLern': 


i 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  i 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  J 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  i 
ng    blanks,    tape  j 


lutlnno, 

pplic 


> 
r 
r 

f    the  quality 


understand  them 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  th 


for  ordering  will  be   j 
Our  rules  for  self.  ' 
simple  any  one  can  l 
j 
■nd  i 


iactory  to  pui 
e  returned.     Our  prices' 
Address, 


are  reasonable. 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND 

We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  h 


Here  Again  for  1896 


C.   C.    Shoemaker's 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearl 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  eng 
best  quality  oi  paper.  It  is  really  tl: 
class  published.  Price,  15  cents.  Ai 
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Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

a  want  the  best  hot 
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solutely self- regulating, 
best  machine  on  the  mar- 
r  market.    Our  guarantee 
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Catalogs 


chine.  Finely  illustrated 
Catalogue  free.  Address, 
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In  January  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal. 
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The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  f re 
$5  per  a, 
ith   only  0 
nt  interest. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located 'last  year 

the  northern  part  of  the  State  have  found 

that  they  wtre paying  too  much  for  crop-payment 

id  have  filed  applications  tor  land  in 

Foster  and  Wells  Counties. 

If  you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 

■rices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 

ffer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 

nd   I   will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 

ssist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 

freight  rates.    Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 

tigated.    Write  to 

C.  W,  Mott, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N,  P.  R.  R., 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 
W.  H.  Phipps, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

;e,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  States,  mou 
iitable  for  office  or  home  use,  is  issued  by  I 
m  Route.    Copies  will  be  mailed  to  any  addr. 
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No  Cheap  Reprints. 

A  16-page  catalog  describing 
:hree  .lilterent  m.o.es  ol  sell' 
prommnuug  S.  S.  Toathers- 
Bihit.-s.    part    in   the   Bourgeois 
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:an  consistently  ret.nl  Bible*  a. 

Also,  another  catalog  giving 
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>wer,  lettuce  and  other  vegetables.    You  wouia 
i  digging  the  holes  Tor  nil  kinds  of  fruit  treeB 
id  the  women  folks  would  bo  planting  flowers. 
>ur  grain  would  be  well  along,  and  your  alfalfa 
igln  to  look  like  n  first  crop  of  clover  hay.    You 
would  be  harvesting  cabbage,  lettuce,   radishes, 
unions,  l"'els,  carrots,  turnips  and  other  vegeta- 
bles.   Your  potatoes  would  not   be   frozen.    You 
would  be  picking  strawberries,  Japanese  persim- 
mons and  oranges.    The  women  folks  would  be 
picking  rosebuds,  and  flowers  from  oleanders,  ge- 
raniums ami  lilies.     You  would  be  gel  ting  i'fi  cents 
per  dozen  in  cash  for  eggs.    Your  pigs  would  be 
running  in  the  alfalfa  clover  and  you  ought  to  be 
laying  out  more  flower  gardens  for  your  daughter 
and  be  building  more  chicken  coops  for  your  wife 
Many  families  of  the  Brethren  will  move  to  Dos 
Palos  next  fall,  and  special  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  their  moving  together.    Write  to  Eld. 
A.  Julius,  Dos  Palos,  or   B.  Marks,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 


A  Great  Opportunity. 


Don't  Fail  to  Investigate. 

C.E.ARNOLD, 
McPherson,  Ka 
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sending  for  a  10-eeut  box 
UK  CORN  CURE,  tt 
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corn  can  dispose  of  it  by 
of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 
e  champion  of  all  reme- 
.rta,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

he  first  application  stopB 


Write  qniok  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 
S.  E.  DUBBEL  A  CO.,  Proprletora, 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa, 
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Most  everything  relating  to  the  Armenians 
sought  after  and  eagerly  read  at  this  time,  and  we 
are  sure  that  the  following,  concerning  the  industries 
of  the  Armenian  women  will  be  read  with  interest 
as  well  as  profit.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  a  lady  who 
spent  several  years  in  Armenia.  She  says:  "The 
products  of  industry  which  have  made  the  country 
famous— silks  and  wools,  carpets  and  embroideries, 
—are  all  made  by  women,  from  the  treatment  of  the 
raw  material  and  the  designs  to  the  final  processes 
of  manufacture.  No  man  claims  to  have  any  part 
in  this  work,  nor  does  he  dream  of  looking  down 
upon  woman  as  an  inferior  being.  There  is  not  a 
lingle  proverb  in  all  the  dialects  of  the  country  that 
ridicules  women,  though  there  are  innumerable 
ones  in  her  praise.  Armenians  say:  '  Let  women 
learn  all  they  can— they  will  be  so  much  more  useful, 
and  we  will  marry  them  all  the  more  willingly.'  " 

It  is  refreshing  to  learn  that  there  is  at  least  one 
spot  in  the  world  where  robbers  and  thieves  are 
n«t  known.  Mrs.  Kate  Foote  Coe,  a  writer  of 
national  reputation,  is  now  traveling  in  Venezuela, 
and  writing  for  the  Independent  some  exceedingly 
interesting  articles  descriptive  of  that  much-talked- 
of  country.  She  relates  the  following  from  a  rail- 
road contractor,  of  that  genial  clime:  "We  have  to 
pay,"  said  the  contractor,  "  our  men  once  a  week. 
The  amount  is  sometimes  very  large;  all  they  do  is 
to  put  the  coin,  several  thousand  dollars  in  gold 
and  silver,  into  a  sack  and  throw  it  over  the  back  of 
one  of  the  little  burros,  so  common  here;  a./>eon  goes 
along  to  drive  the  donkey  and  a  clerk  to  pay  the 
men;  that  is  all.  They  traverse  miles  by  lonely 
mountain  road,  those  two— always  with  safety  and 
as  unconcernedly  as  if  such  a  thing  as  robbers  or 
thieves  were  unheard  of  on  this  planet.  It  is  an  in- 
conceivable form  of  honesty,  and  1  hope  they  will 
never  learn  the  reverse." 


s  said  to  have  had  the  privi- 
,vn  funeral  preached.  And  one 
lied  upon  to  deliver  two  funer- 
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the  grave  was  reached,  when  the  coffin  i 
for  a  farewell  look  by  the  friends.  No 
this  done  than  the  corpse  sat  up,  the  m; 
ing  been  dead,  but  only  in  a  catapleptic 
recovered  soon  and  declared  he  was  conscious  dur- 
ing all  the  preparations  for  burial  services,  but  was 
unable  to  move.  Not  long  since  the  man  died  for 
certain,  and  the  same  elder  Phelps  was  sent  for  and 
preached  the  funeral  the  second  time.  In  the 
mind  of  the  minister  the  sensation  must  have  been 
a  peculiar  one. 

In  the  scientific  circles  a  remarkable  discovery 
is  announced.  Rays  of  light,  so  it  is  said,  can  be 
made  to  pass  through  wool,  human  flesh  and  other 
organic  substances.  This  means  that  in  case  of 
a  broken  limb  the  skillful  surgeon  will  be  enabled 
to  see  the  exact  condition  of  the  break.  It  means 
more  than  this.  The  physician  will  be  permitted 
to  see  and  know  the  condition  of  nearly  every  or- 
gan  of   his   patient,   and   determine  the  nature  of 

ouu.    vvTihiAtt   tt.'e  pauifill  opiiratio'tf'ort  pro foi 

them.  While  the  new  discovery  promises  all  this, 
and  even  more,  still  it  does  not  come  up  to 
what  the  Lord  has  been  doing  ever  since  man 
was  created.  He  sees  not  only  every  part  of  the 
human  organism,  but  can  look  into  the  heart, 
know  its  real  condition  and  read  the  very  thoughts 
as  they  originate  in  the  brain.  His  own  word 
excels  the  accomplishments  of  man,  for  Paul  says, 
it  is  "  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing 
even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit, 
and  of  joint  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of 
the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart."  Heb.  4: 
12.  Only  the  Divine  can  discern  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart. 


The  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  is  decidedly  in  favor 
of  international  arbitration,  as  should  be  all  other 
papers,  both  religious  and  secular.  In  a  recent 
issuc.it  says;  "Let  us  have  courts  of  international 
arbitration  where  all  disputes  can  be  adjusted 
honestly  and  justly.  There  are  no  more  reasons 
why  different  nations  should  settle  their  troubles 
by  shooting  each  other  than  for  the  individuals 
of  the  same  nations  to  resort  to  the  duel,  or  turn 
assassins  for  a  similar  purpose.  War  is  barbarism; 
arbitration  is  civilization  and  Christianity.  The 
waste  of  the  world  is  war,  and  about  it  cluster 
cruelties  and  crimes  unnumbered.  There  are  times 
when  war  has  to  come,  but  to  make  war  less 
frequent  should  be  the  aim  of  true  statesmen." 


A  RECENT  issue  of  the  Independent  contains  some 
interesting  statistics  respecting  the  work  and  nu- 
merical strength  of  the  different  denominations  in 
the  United  States.  The  following  shows  the  num- 
ber of  members  belonging  to  each  denomination,  as 
reported  for  1894: 

73.312 
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11.111  Missionary  Association,  • 
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1  linn  li  1. I, 

L'liur.  li  T pliatil  (Schweinfurth),. 

Church  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
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us  of  Christ 023.663 

Hunkers, *'*>* 

Evangelical '^^ 

Friends  (Quakers) "4.7" 

Friends  ol  the  Temple 340 

German  Evangelical  Protestant 36,500 

German  Evangelical  Synod 18S.203 


Latter  Day  Saints, 


The  Dead  Sea,  on  the  Southeastern  border  of 
Palestine  is  the  lowest  place  on  the  earth's  sur- 
face, being  1,300  feet  below  the  level  of  the  sea 
The  whole  Jordan  Valley,  including  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  is  hundreds  of  feet  lower  than  the  sea. 
And  while  this  wonderful  depression  is  unequaled 
on  the  face  of '  the  globe,  still  we  have  in  the 
United  States  a  tract  of  country  that  resembles 
it  in  a  measure,  at  least.  This  is  found  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Colorado  River.  Here  is  a  depres- 
sion three  hundred  feet  below  the  sea  level,  thirty 
miles  long  and  fifteen  miles  wide.  It  has  never 
been  penetrated  by  man,  and  probably  never  will 
be  In  it  are  hundreds,  if  not  thousands  of  small 
volcanoes  in  a  state  of  activity  sufficient  to  fill 
the  entire  valley  with  a  poisonous  vapor  that  can 
not  be  endured  by  man  or  beast.  The  deep, 
rumbling  sounds,  combined  with  the  sulphurous 
odors  and  frequent  discharge  of  fire,  stone  and 
lava  from  one  or  more  of  the  many  craters,  renders 
the  place  the  most  uninviting  region  on  the  con- 
tinent The  whole  country  bordering  on  the  ter- 
rible  valley  is  said  to  be  a  section  of  complete 
desolation.  One  who  looks  upon  it  Will  be :  for- 
cibly impressed  with  the  awfulness  of  hell  ttself, 
for  this  is  only  the  border  ot  the  terrible  pent-up, 
fiery  forces  held  in  check,  in  the  bowels  of  the 
earth,  by  the  power  of  God. 
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Salvation  Army 

Schwcnkfeldians 

Social  Brethren 

Society  for  Ethical  Cul 

Spiritualists 

Theosophical  Society,- 

United  Brethren 
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4S.030 
2,500 
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68,500 
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Independent  Congregation 

Grand  Total -•• 

The     Protestants    n 
Catholics,    7,442.774-     There    are 
States  9.322.632  m°re  Protestant 
Among   the   Catholics   are   9,886   ministers, 
the  Protestants  are  represented  by  118,020. 
,79311   churches,  the  Catholics  own    12,627. 
sides  these  there  are  forty-seven  Chinese  temples. 


15,765,406,    and    the 

are    in    the    United 
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BRUMBAUGH'S  QLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 
No.  31.— Protestant  Missions. 
To  the  so-called  Christians  we  have  made  some 
reference,  and  wish  we  had  much  better  things  to 
say  of  the  work  being  done  there  by  our  Protes- 
tant  Missions.     However,   we   shall   introduce  the 
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few  thoughts  we  have  to  give  by  saying  that  the 
field  is  by  no  means  a  promising  one  for  mission 
work.  There  may  be  several  causes  for  this,  but 
the  one  most  patent  seems  to  be  that  of  nar- 
row selfishness,  which,  unfortunately,  attends  too 
much  of  Christian  missionary  effort.  This  is  of 
course,  the  outgrowth  of  the  sectism  and  the  di- 
vided condition  of  the  church,  each  sect  or  church 
determining  to  be  first,  foremost  and  uppermost. 

The  more  prominent  missions  now  at  work  in 
the  city  are  Ihe  English,  Episcopal,  the  American 
and  the  Rev.  Ben-Olid  Jewish  Mission.  Of  the 
first  we  know  but  little,  except  that  it  is  reported 
to  be  exclusive,  jealous  and  opposed  to  any  other 
mission  work  being  done  by  any  other  chunches 
or  societies.  Whether  this  is  the  characteristic  of 
the  mission  as  a  body,  or  of  some  of  its  helpers, 
we  are  not  able  certainly  to  say.  But  that,  at 
least,  one  of  its  promoters  manifested  an  unsavory 
prejudice,  we  are  able  to  say  without  any  reserva- 
tion. This  was  very  disappointing  to  us,  as  we 
did  hope  that  the  few  Christian  workers  in  the 
City  of  Zion  would,  at  least,  treat  each  other  with 
Christian  courtesy. 

To  the  American  Mission  we  made  several  visits 
and  enjoyed  religious  service  with  them.  Exactly 
what  their  tenets  of  belief  are,  we  don't  know. 
They  constitute  a  home  of  Christian  workers 
whose  object  seems  to  be  to  live  the  religion  ol 
Christ  in  such  a  way  before  the  people,  that  they 
will  be  constrained  to  fall  in  love  with  it  and  em- 
brace it.  They  neither  marry  or  arc  given  in  mar- 
riage, but  live  together,  male  and  female,  after  the 
communistic  idea.  As  a  family  and  in  their 
home    life,    their   manner  of  living  appears  to  be 


pun 


The   Mission 


only  a  home  for  its  membership,  but  also  for 
strangers  and  tourists.  All  who  apply,  if  of  good 
moral  character,  are  received  without  a  stipulated 
cost  ot  provisions"  consumed,  wear  and  tear,  etc. 
The  Mission  is  supported  by  the  earnings  of 
the  membership,  charities  and  contributions  from 
those  who  are  friendly  to  the  work. 

While  we  enjoyed  their  hospitality  and  ad- 
mired their  zeal,  we  could  not  approve  their  doc- 
trine as  being  that  of  Christ.  Like  many  other 
religious  fads,  set  afloat  by  visionary  minds,  it  is 
founded  upon  wrong  interpretations  of  isolated 
passages  of  Scripture.  This  mode  of  interpreta- 
tion is  decidedly  faulty  and  has  been  the  fruitful 
source  of  the  false  faith  and  practice  now  extant 
in  the  world.  The  Bible  has  been  made  the  foun- 
dation of  more  false  theories  than  any  other  book 
in  the  world,— not  because  of  any  indistinctness  of 
the  truths  therein  set  forth,  but  because  of  the 
perverseness  of  the  human  mind,  will  and  pur- 
pose. However,  if  this  people  can  so  live  the 
life  of  the  Christ  as  to  make  that  life  lovely  in  the 
eyes  and  hearts  of  the  people,  they  will  do  much 
more  than  a  large  majority  of  professing  Chris- 
tians are  doing,  as  dwellers  and  workers  in  the 
Beloved  City. 

To  the  "Christian  Union  Mission,"  as  conduct- 
ed by  Rev.  A.  Ben-Oliel,  we  had  the'  pleasure  of 
making  a  number  of  calls.  We  also  attended  sev- 
eral Sunday  services,  prayer  meeting,  etc.  The 
Mission  is  intended  especially  for  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple, and  to  them  the  work  is  directed.  The  whole 
family  constitutes  an  active  band  of  workers. 
While  the  father,  by  preaching,  and  private  and 
social  converse,  labors  with  the  men,  Mrs.  Ben- 
Oliel  has  a  class  of  mothers,  whom  she  teaches 
sewing  and  houseki 
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oppor- 
tunities in  breaking  to  them  the  Bread  of  Life. 
One  of  the  daughters  has  a  class  of  young  women 
to  whom  she  teaches  the  art  of  right  living,  and  in 
connection,  opens  to  them  the  preciousness  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Another  daughter  has  under 
her  charge  classes  of  children,— all  Jews.    As  we  j 


were  anxious  to  learn  something  about  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  of  this  family  and  Mission,  we 
made  some  visits  of  which  they  had  no  knowledge 
prior  to  our  coming,  and  in  all  cases  found  them 
busy  at  work  in  the  different  departments  of  their 
mission  labor.  We  visited  all  the  classes,  saw 
their  work,  heard  them  read  and  sing.  We  must 
say  that  from  all  we  saw  and  heard,  our  impres- 
sions of  the  work  done  were  very  favorable,  and 
it  seems  to  us,  if  encouraged  and  sustained,  must 
prove  a  great  blessing  to  this  oppressed  and  mis- 
guided people.  It  is  largely  a  faith  work  and  re- 
ceives its  support  from  the  friends  of  the  Mission. 
Our  visits  to  this  Mission  and  home  were  always 
pleasant  and  enjoyable,  as  the  family,  from  the 
aged  father,  down  to  the  youngest  son,  are  intel- 
ligent, sociable  and  entertaining,  and  brimful  of 
enthusiasm  for  the  work. 

A  RIDE  TO  BETHANY. 

Ever  since  we  became  a  Bible  student  we  have 
had  pictures  looming  up  before  us,  of  the  little 
town  of  Bethany,  the  home  of  Martha  and  Mary 
and  their  brother  Lazarus, — the  resting  place  of 
the  Christ  after  seasons  of  toil  and  care.  As  the 
days  closed  and  the  cooling  shades  of  evening 
spread  over  the  hills, — away  from  the  noise,  bustle 
and  confusion  of  the  multitudes, — he  would  pass 
over  the  hill,  to  the  quiet  retreat,  in  this  ever  open 


and  inviting  home. 

Here  it  was 

that  he  ever  was 

a  welcome 

guest  arc 

und  the  festi 

/e  board,  so  care- 

fully  prcpe 

ted   by  the  active,   se 

rving   Martha  who 

loved  him 

none  the 

less  because 

she  did  the  serv- 

ing.    as   ac 

Hons    th 

s    directed   a 

e  the  loving  and 

heart-felt. 

sxpressio 

n  of  willing 

acrifice  for  spirit- 

ual  good,  e 

s  well  as 

the  physical. 

The  sweet  c'om- 

mendation 

given  tc 

Mary,  as   ch 

oosing  the  better 

good 


by  no  means  intended  to  condemn  the 
that  Martha  had  been  rendering.     Ex- 

frstti'ers^SVfim^ivftPffieS'u^e  "or  $Nfo^*^l 
because  of  the  home  there  made  sweet  and  at- 
tractive by  the  pure  and  sympathetic  lives  he 
found  there.     We  have  been  singing: 

"  There  is  love,  true  love,  and  the  heart  grows  warm 
When  the  Lord  to  Bethany  comes, 
And  the  Word  of  Life  has  a  wondrous  charm 
When  the  Lord  to  Bethany  comes." 

It  is  a  point  of  interest,  not  because  of  the  small 
village  there,  perched  up  along  the  hillside,  but 
because  of  the  sacred  associations  had  there  by 
the  Christ  with  Mary,  Martha  and  the  brother 
Lazarus.  Because  of  its  being  a  temporary  home 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  Savior  of  the  world,  it  al- 
ways has  been,  and  always  will  be  held  as  a  sa- 
cred place  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  all  Chris- 
tian people. 

Early  in  the  morning  a  half  dozen  of  the  ever- 
ready  and  patient  donkeys  were  stationed  on  the 
outside  of  our  hotel,  and,  after  a  hasty  selection 
was  made  as  to  which  was  which  and  whose,  and 
their  names  given— for  all  donkeys  have-  names, 
and  very  often  made  for  the  occasion,  to  suit  the 
supposed  whims  of  the  rider,-in  a  very  short 
time  we  were  on  our  way  to  Bethany,  with  the  al- 
ways present  donkey  boy  running  behind  punch- 
ing forward  the  rearward  donkey.  This  position, 
from  past  experience,  from  fear  of  the  boy's  driv- 
ing stick,  none  of  them  wish  to  be,— but  off  we 
went,  at  a  full  gallop,  around  the  city  wall,  by 
Gethsemane,  and  up  over  the  Mount  of  Olives 
On  the  top  is  the  Russian  Greek  Church,  and  from 
its  tower  we  had  a  most  grand  view  of  the  City 
and  surrounding  country.  Then,  descending  the 
eastern  slope,  we  soon  came  in  view  of  the  small 
and  now  very  poor  and  desolate-looking  village 
of  Bethany.  As  we  descended,  we  went  slowly 
and  thoughtfully,  and,  it  seemed  to  us  to  be  a  very 
sacred  privilege  to  pass  over  the  same  ground  and 
the  very  same   path  that  was   trodden   by  th, 


Savior  himself.  Bethlehem  is  a  place  of  some 
twenty  antiquated-looking  houses,  built  of  stone 
and  dried  brick,  some  of  them  so  dilapidated  that 
you  feel  afraid  to  get  near  them,  lest  they  should 
topple  over  on  you.  On  our  entering  the  place 
the  squalid  and  poverty-stricken  inhabitants  con- 
fronted  us  with   looks  and   actions  that   indicated 


:ither  good  will   nor   welcome.     But 


offe 


ring 
the  usual  and  expected  tip,  their  hearts  and 
their  doors  were  opened  to  us,  and  we  were  shown 
the  grave  of  Lazarus,— his  first  grave  we  mean. 
Then  we  saw  too,  the  house  in  which  Mary  and 
Martha  lived,  the  house  of  Simon  the  leper,  where 
Mary  anointed  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  a  few  other 
places  of  Bible  note.  Of  the  identity  of  these 
places  there  is  much  room  for  doubt,  but  as  to 
the  site  of  the  town  there  is  no  room  for  doubt, 
and  it  is  enough  for  us  to  know  that  we  were,  in- 
deed, in  the  same  place  and  surrounded  by  the 
same  scenes  where  once  the  Master  made  his 
home. 

But  how  sad  the  changel  Instead  of  these  min- 
istering spirits  whose  delight  it  was  to  entertain 
and  hold  sweet  converse  with  the  world's  Redeem- 
er, we  now  find  the  ignorant,  superstitious  Mo- 
hammedans whose  highest  ambition  is  to  have 
enough  to  eat,  drink,  lounge  through  a  miserable 
existence  and  duplicate  themselves  in  their  off- 
spring. Our  guide  was  very  attentive  and  offi- 
cious, expecting  thereby  to  get  from  us  the  larger 
backsheesh  which  is  always  asked  for  at  the  "  fin- 
ish," as  they  say  when  done.  And  no  matter  how 
much  you  give,  they  shrug  their  shoulders  and 
want  more. 

After  spending  several  hours  in  the  place  we 
returned  to  our  donkeys  where  we  found  several 
boys  and  men  holding  each  one,  and  a  third  one 
ready  to  help  you  on,  all  expecting  a  backsheesh. 
In  addition  to  this,  vou  are  met  with  cqi.alid 
looking  women  with  nude  children 'in  their  aims;' 
holding  out  their  filthy  hands  pleading  for  help. 

After  responding  to  all  these  demands,  you 
make  a  dash  to  get  away,  only  to  be  met  by  the 
wayside  by  some  more  beggars,— lepers  without 
hands,  some  without  feet,  —  pushing  themselves 
along  with  their  hands  and  making  the  most  pitia- 
ble appeals  for  charity.  Others  are  blind  and 
crippled,  so  that  you  are  made  heart-sick  at  the 
wretchedness  that  meets  your  gaze  everywhere, 
outside  of  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  you  are  glad 
to  get  inside  of  the  gates  that  you  may  be  rid  of 
their  appeals  and  pleadings. 

We  are  sometimes  asked,  Do  you  think  there 
is  any  similarity  between  these  places  as  we  now 
see  them,  and  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  Christ? 
No,  we  think  not  in  anything  except  in  some  of 
the  customs.  Many  of  these  remain  unchanged, 
and  we  see  them  to-day,  exactly  as  they  are  de- 
scribed and  referred  to  in  the  Bible.  But  as  to 
the  people  or  inhabitants,  the  change  in  most 
cases  has  been  complete.     Especially  is  this  true 


of  the 


gion,  excepting  the  Jews. 


"Yes,  life  is  full  of  difficulties  and  hindrances. 
But  it  is  also  full  of  opportunities.  But  the  trouble 
is  that  we  turn  up  our  noses  at  many  of  the  little 
opportunities,  and  so  never  become  skillful  enough 
to  find  and  catch,  and  keep  and  use  the  larger 
ones.  But  if  you  will  use  your  little  openings  in 
hearty,  wide-awake  way,  and  strive 
little  more  skillful  in  using 
sure  to  find  larger  opportunities  and 
a  wider  influence  as  the  days  and  years  roll  by." 

"Doubting.  does  not  necessarily  indicate  back- 
sliding, ,t  sometimes  shows  a  serious  thinking 
mind  disposed  to  ponder  well  that  which  it  reads, 
'ne  doubt  once  disposed  of  and  removed,  lets 


earnest, 
each  day  to  becom 
them 


fathers,  the  apostles  and,  more,  by  the  Blessed  J  tern  ^-1?/ JJS?.'  ?'.'..the  greater  for  havinS  bee" 


porarily  withheld.' 
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n  that  needeth  not  be 


THE  RESURRECTION. 


.  MORELOCK. 


On  the  hills  of  Palestine 

Morning  breaks  with  rosy  beam; 
Sunny  meads  and  murmuring  rills, 

Make  a  scene  for  poet's  dream. 
But  a  darkness  seems  to  hide 

All  of  nature's  charms  away 
From  the  sad  apostles'  hearts 

As  they  go  their  weary  way. 
Yesterday  their  loving  Lord 

Died  a  cruel,  shameful  death; 
They  had  watched  and  grieved  with 

Till  his  last  expiring  breath. 


not  of  works,  but 


riedi 


s  laid  away 


llll     III! 


All  their  hopes  are 

In  that  narrow  gi 
Where  their  Lord  1 

For  the  resurrect 
They  had  hoped  to  reig 

In  an  earthly  kingdom  here, 
Hoped  to  see  all  nations  bow 

At  his  feet  in  holy  fear. 
Loving  promises  forgot, 

As  with  heavy  hearts  they  go 
To  their  lonely,  cheerless  homes, 

Bent  beneath  their  weight  of  woi 
Striving  so  in  doubt  and  grief 

One  another's  hearts  to  cheer, 
Time  on  leaden  wings  has  passed 

And  the  glorious  dawn  is  near. 
Early  that  eventful  morning 

Women  hasten  to  the  tomb, 
Little  thinking  of  the  gladness 

That  should  drive  away  their  gli 


Chri 


,  tin- 


,  Sane 


,    lllLIU 


Oh,  the  joy  his  presence  gives! 
Every  doubt  and  fear  has  vanished; 
Jesus,  their  Redeemer,  lives. 

Lives,— let  men  and  angels  sing; 
Hail,  all  hail  the  glorious  Christ, 

Hail  to-day  that  living  King! 

Mitchell,  /Cans.     

"  THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  23:  6. 


cording  to  election  might  sta 
of  him  that  calleth." 

Here  we  have  a  clear  case  of  individual  elec- 
tion,—Jacob  chosen  of  God  before  he  was  born,  to 
accomplish  a  certain  work,  "that  the  purpose  of 
God  according  to  election  might  stand." 

With  this  clear  type  before  us  it  is  very  hard, 
indeed,  to  accept  righteousness  as  a  free  gift  of 
God,  fully  purchased  before  we  were  born,  before 
we  could  do  good  or  evil  in  God's  sight.  It  is  so 
humiliating  to  be  compelled  to  drop  everything, 
even  our  good  works  and  be  justified  by  Christ 
alone.  If  justified,  if  saved,  if  sanctified  at  all,  it 
must  be  done  by  God's  own  purpose  "according 
to  election."  Every  Christian  stands  where  Ja- 
cob stood,  "  not  of  works  but  of  him  that  calleth." 
God's  purpose  "according  to  election"  reaches 
every  man;  it  is  not  now  an  individual  matter,  but 
it  is  a  consummated  plan  which  we  can  accept  or 
reject.  If  we  accept  the  plan,  we  stand  according 
to  election  and  not  according  to  work; 
ject  the  plan  we  go  down  under  the  just  condem- 
nation of  an  unholy  life,  under  the  righteous  sen- 
tence of  an  offended  God,  whose  pardoning  mercy 
we  would  not  accept. 

God  called  the  Jewish  nation  out  from  among 


the  nations  of  the  earth 
adopted  children,  before  they  k 
evil, — only  those  who  were 
stand.  "This  is  my  covenan 
keep,  between  me  and  you  a 
thee;  Every  ml 
cumcised.  And 
your  foreskin;  ai 
nant  betwixt  me 
days  old  shall  b 
man  child  in  you 


ade    the 
to  do  good 


vhich    ye 


id   thy 


Number  Seven. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin; 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 2 
Cor.  5:21. 

God's  Dealings  with  Men  all  Lead  up  to  This  One 
End,  Election. 

God's  divine  plan  was  fully  laid  out  before  the 
"  world  began."  2  Tim.  1:  9-  "  Before  the  founda- 
tion of  the  wold,"  Eph.  1:  4.  he  had  fully  laid  the 
plan  for  man's  redemption,  and  a  careful  study  of 
the  former  dispensations  will  clearly  show  an  un- 
folding of  this  glorious  work,  consummated  in  this 
dispensation.  Christ  manifest  in  these  last  times 
"was  foreordained  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,"  1  Pet.  1:  20,  and  God's  dealing  with  the 
children  of  men  for  four  thousand  years  was  not  to 
develop  a  plan,  but  to  unfold  one,  to  our  finite 
minds.  Christ,  our  Substitute,  suffered  for  four 
thousand  years  to  bring  about  the  grand  and  glo- 
rious liberty  that  we  enjoy,  free  from  the  bondage 
of  sin.  When  the  plan  is  fully  unfolded  and  the 
great  work  is  consummated,  he  prays,  "O  Father, 
glorify  thou  me  with  thine  own  self,  with  the  glory 
which  I  had  with  thee  before  the  world  was. 
John  17;  5. 

God  was  not  experimenting  with  men  for  his 
benefit,  but  for  their  benefit.  With  all  the  clear 
and  definite  lessons  leading  up  to  the  doctrine 
of  election,  it  seems  hard  for  us  to  lose  self 
enough  to  grasp  the  divine  plan  for  man's  re- 
demption. 

Often  we  get  hold  of  a  type  leading  up  to  this 

grand  doctrine,  and  use  the  type  for  the  doctrine 

itself.     Paul   calls   attention   to   one   such  type  in 

Rom.  9:  10-13,  clearly  telling  why  he  calls  atten- 

'    tion  to   the  type   "that  the   purpose  of  God  ac- 


1  child  among  you  shall  be  cir- 
ye  shall  circumcise  the  flesh  of 
d  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the  cove- 
and  you.  And  he  that  is  eight 
circumcised  among  you,  every 
generations,  he  that  is  J)orn  in 
the  house,  or  bought  with  money  of  any  stranger, 
which  is  not  of  thy  seed.  He  that  is  born  in  thy 
house,  and  he  that  is  bought  with  thy  money,  must 
needs  be  circumcised:  and  my  covenant  shall  be 
in  your  flesh  for  an  everlasting  covenant.  And 
foreskin  is  not  circumcised,  that  soul  shall  be  cut 
off  from  his  people;  he  hath  broken  my  cove- 
nant."    Gen.  17:  10-14. 

No  man  had  a  chance  to  become  one  of  God's 
children  unless  he  was  born  a  Jew  or  bought  with 
a  Jew's  money.  The  little  Jewish  boy  became  a 
child,  not  by  any  appointment  of  his  own,  but  by 
God's  appointment.  It  was  a  matter,  not  of  works, 
not  of  him  that  willeth,  but  of  God  that  calleth. 
God's  call  here  reaches  the  specific  few,  but  now 
the  call  is.  to  every  man,  to  both  Jew  and  Gen- 
tile, to  one  and  all.  God  only  used  the  Jews  as 
a  type  of  his  people,  and  we  should  remember 
that  though  they  were  the  elect  of  God,  they  fell 
by  unbelief.     Only 


ness  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past,  through 
the  forbearance  of  God;  to  declare,  I  say,  at  this 
time  his  righteousness:  that  he  might  be  just,  and 
the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus."  Rom. 
3:  24-26. 

Christ's  righteousness  is  our  only  plea.  God's 
great  plan  culminates  in  Christ,  though  a  great 
mystery  "which  was  kept  secret  since  the  world 
began  "  is  now  "  made  manifest  by  the  Scriptures 
of  the  prophets,  according  to  the  commandment 
of  the  everlasting  God,  made  known  to  all  nations 
for  the  obedience  of  faith."  Rom.  16:  25,  26. 
"We  speak  the  wisdom  of  God  in  a  mystery,  even 
the  hidden  wisdom,  which  God  ordained  before 
the  world  unto  our  glory."  I  Cor.  2:  7.  "  Unto 
me  ....  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach 
.  ,  .  .  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ;  and  to 
make  all  men  see  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the 
mystery,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
hath  been  hid  in  God,  who  created  all  things  by 
Jesus  Christ:  To  the  intent  that  now  unto  the 
principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places  might 
be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold  wisdom  of 
God,  according  to  the  eternal  purpose  which  he 
purposed  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  Eph.  3:  9-1 1. 
"  I  am  made  a  minister,  according  to  the  dispen- 
sation of  God  which  is  given  to  me  for  you,  to  ful- 
fill the  word  of  God;  even  the  mystery  which  hath 
been  hid  from  ages  and  from  generations,  but  now 
is  made  manifest  to  his  saints:  To  whom  God 
would  make  known  what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory 
of  this  mystery  among  the  Gentiles;  which  is 
Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory:  Whom  we  preach, 
nd  teaching  every  man  in  all 
nt  every  man   perfect 


„,,!, 


incarnate, 
May  we 
and  thus 


w. tilling  every  ma 

wisdom;  that  we   may   prest 

in  Christ  Jesus."     Col.  1:  26-28. 

This  great  mystery  means  Christ 
means  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus, 
make  "The  Loud  our  Righteousness," 
stand  as  God's  own  elect! 

Bridgcwater,  Va. 

BY  MATTIE  A.  LEAK. 


"And  Samuel  said  to  Saul,  Thou  hast  done  foolishly;  thou 
hast  not  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  which 
led  thee:  for  now  would  the  Lord  have  established 
•  ever."— I  Sam.  13:  13. 


thy  kingdo: 

Paul,  i 


mnant  of  that  elect 
stand,  and  they  stand   by  the  election  of  grace. 

Rom.  IH5-  The  Jews  were  elect  as  a  nati°,n'  °n; 
ly  for  the  purpose  of  unfolding  the  great  plan  of 
election  by  grace.  Though  elect  they  were  placed 
under  the  necessity  of  obedience  to  the  ordinances 
and  ceremonies  of  the  Mosaic  law.  The  obedi- 
ence was  a  matter  of  free  volition  on  the  part  of 
every  son  of  Abraham.  The  obeying 
holding  of  obedience  did  not  makr  " 
but  it  did  retain  or  forfeit  their 
we,  as  the  elect  of  God,  are  not 
works,  but  by  God's  unfolded  pi 
old  Israel,  stand  or  fall,  not  upon  th 
works,  but  by  election,  yet,  to 


them  children, 
lationship.  So 
ade  so  by  our 
1,  and  we,  like 
rit  of  our 
thhold  our  obe- 


dience, places  us  with  the  unbelieving  J 
Every  sin  offering  under  the  law 
Christ,  the  sin  offering  for  the  whole  world.  Ev- 
ery type,  ordinance,  and  ceremony  of  the  law, 
either  directly  or  indirectly  culminated  in  Christ 
and  thus  contributed  to  the  unfolding  of  the  elec- 
tion of  grace.  The  Jews,  although  the  elect  of 
God,  were  under  the  necessity  of  — 
ings'  and,  by  reason  of  failure,  were  ; 
having  "  come  short  of  the  glory  of  G 

We  stand,  "being  justified    freely   by   his  grace 
through  the   redemption   that 
Whom   God  hath  set  forth   to   be  a  propitiation 
through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteous 


unts    to 


onstant  sin  offer- 


Romans  15:  4,  tells  us,  '■  For  whatsoever 
things  were  written  aforetime  were  written  fol  our 
learning,"  and  surely  we  may  not  only  learn  much, 
and  see  the  triumphs  of  divine  grace  in  the  beau- 
tiful and  holy  lives  of  such  men  as  Abraham, 
Joseph,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Paul,  Peter,  John  and 
many  others,  but  we  may  also  learn  much  by 
studying  the  lives  of  those  who  have  transgressed 
andments  of  God,  preferring  to  have 
way  rather  than  to  submit  themselves 
to  the  will  of  God.  Such  an  one  was  Saul,  the  first 
king  of  Israel,  and  in  God's  dealings  with  this 
stubborn  monarch,  we  may  si 
quences  of  rebellion  against 
heaven. 

Samuel  had  told  Saul  to  go  c 
tarry  there  seven  days,  until  1 
offer  burnt  offerings  and  to  s; 
ings,  and  to  show  him  what  he  should  do.  Saul 
went,  as  commanded,  to  the  place  appointed,  and 
tarried  until  near  the  close  of  the  seventh  day 
when,  seeing  his  army  rapidly  diminishing,  by  de- 
sertion, and  seeing  the  great  numbers 
of  the  enemy  encamped  so  near  hi 
ened  and  trembling  army,  he  became  impatient  at 
the  prophet's  delay  and  transgressed  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord,  as  given  through  his  proph- 
et. How  fatal  to  him,  and  to  the  establishment  of 
his  house,  was  this  act  of  disobedienc 
this  transgression,  the  kingdom  would 
perpetuated  in  his  family  forev 
said   Samuel,    "thy   kingdo: 


the  awful  conse- 
the    mandates    of 

,wn  to  Gilgal  and 
!  should  come,  to 
:rifice  peace  offer- 


nd  strength 
own   weak- 


But  for 
/e  been 
now," 
shall  not  continue." 
his  temptation,  and  how 
:ause  I  saw  that  the  peo- 
ple were  scattered  from  me,  and  that  thou  earnest 
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therefore  said  I,  the  Philistines  will  come  down  now 
upon  me  to  Gilgal,  and  1  have  not  made  supplica- 
tion unto  the  Lord:  I  forced  myself  therefore  and 
offered  a  burnt  offering." 

If  this  act  of  irregularity  in  the  worship  of  God 
merited  so  condign  a  punishment,  what  must  he 
the  displeasure  of  God  at  the  many  irregularities, 
innovations  and  substitutions  that  have  crept  into 
the  Christian  church!  Indeed,  hardly  a  semblance 
of  the  form  of  doctrine  that  was  once  delivered  to 
the  saints,  is  retained  in  the  various  pop"lar 
churches  of  Christendom. 

What  liberties  have  been  taken  with  the  sacred 
ordinances  of  God's  house?  Baptism,  as  the  initia- 
tory rite  into  the  visible  church  of  Christ  is  clearly 
commanded,  and  the  mode  plainly  set  forth  in 
the  divine  oracles.  The  primitive  Christians,  as 
we  learn  from  the  writings  of  the  early  Fathers,  had 
a  great  veneration  for  this  rite.  Says  Cave,  "  This 
immersion  was  performed  thrice,  the  person  bap- 
tized being  three  several  times  put  under  water,  a 
custom  which  Basil  and  Sozomon  will  have  de- 
rived from  the  apostles.  It  is  certain  that  it  was 
very  early  in  the  church,  being  twice  mentioned 
by  Tertullian  as  the  common  practice.  By  this 
trine  immersion  they  signified  (say  some)  their 
distinct  adoring  the  three  persons  in  the  blessed 
Trinity;  and  therefore  the  custom  was,  at  the  nam 
ing  of  every  person,  the  Father,  Son,  and  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost,  to  plunge  the  party  under  water." 
"Bui  in  after  times,"  the  same  writer  tells  .us, 
"They  were  content  to  immerge  but  once." 

Still  later,  in  the  sixth  century,  it  was  decre'ed 
by  a  council,  that  they  should  use  single  immer- 
sion, and  that  this  would  sufficiently  express  the 
mysteries  of  baptism,  and  sprinkling  also  came  in- 
to use  in  cases  of  necessity,  as  of  weakni  ss,  or 
where  conveniency  of  immerging  could  not  be  had. 
Thus  the  Scriptural  mode  has  been  generally  dis- 
carded, and  those  of  human  invention  substituted. 
l..^iuiH,";JlhKj:IJe^,fo,vrHl^nntji,t.|uu!iit]liij^rilEj)T 
bread  and  sip  of  wine  is  all  that  remains  of  that 
which  was  instituted  by  our  dear  Lord  on  the 
night  of  his  betrayal,  and  handed  down  by  his 
apostles.  That  the  early  Christians  partook  of  a 
meal  in  connection  with  the  sacramental  ele- 
ments, we  learn  also  from  Cave,  He  says,  "Out 
of  these  oblations,"  that  is,  the  gifts  brought  by 
the  participants,  "they  took  provisions  to  furnish 
the  common  feast,  which  in  those  days  they  con- 
stantly had  at  the  celebration  of  the  sacrament, 
where  the  rich  and  poor  feasted  together  at  the 
same  table.  These  were  called  agttpae,  or  love 
feasts  (mentioned  by  St.  Jude),  and  plainly  enough 
intimated  by  St.  Paul,  because  hereat  they'  teslifi  d 
and  confirmed  their  mutual  love  and  kindness;  a 
thing  never  more  proper  than  at  the  celebration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  which  is  not  only  a  seal  of  our 
peace  with  God,  but  a  sign  and  a  pledge  of  our 
communion  and  fellowship  with  one  another." 

The  Apostle  also  commands,  "  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world,  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the 
renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
that  good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God." 
That  we  are  not  to  conform  to  the  world  in  the 
matter  of  dress  is  plainly  taught  in  God's  Word  ( 1 
Pet.  3:  3;  1  Tim.  2:  9;  James  1:  21);  yet  how  the 
great  bulk  of  professors  in  our  day  have  lost  sight 
of  this!  Pride  and  folly  prevail  in  the  churches, 
but  those  Christians  who  lived  near  the  time  of  the 
apostles,  and  whose  hearts  were  all  aglow  with 
love  for  their  dear  Lord,  and  who  would  suffer 
any  torture,  or  endure  any  indignity  rather  than 
forsake  their  Blessed  Master,  were  exceedingly 
plain  and  modest  in  their  apparel,  regarding  all  dis- 
play as  sinful  and  unchaste.  Cave  devotes  much 
space  to  this  subject.  We  will  make  a  few  quota- 
tions: "The  care  about  our  garb  and  dress,  said 
they,  is  one  of  those  instances  of  sobriety  which 
are  to  be  conducted  by  the  rules  of  religion  and 
reason,  and  which  very  much  discover  a  virtuous 
or  a  vicious  temper."  "It  is  not  enough,"  says 
Tertullian,  "that  a  Christian  be  chaste  and  mod- 
est, but  he  must  appear  to  be  so;  a  virtue  of  which  J 


he  should  have  so  great  a  store  and  treasure  that 
it  should  flow  from  his  mind  upon  his  habit,  and 
break  from  the  retirement  of  his  conscience  into 
the  superficies  of  his  life."  "The  garment  that  we 
should  wear,"  says  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  "ought 
to  be  mean  and  frugal."  Chrysostom  commends 
Olympias,  a  woman  of  great  birth  and  estate,  and 
of  no  less  piety,  for  the  incredible  modesty  of  her 
attire,  not  much  better  than  that  of  the  poorest 
beggar,  having  nothing  in  her  garb  or  gait  that 
was  feigned  or  gaudy,  "which  things,"  says  he, 
"were  the  colors,  the  bright  and  beautiful  rep- 
resentations of  her  virtue,  whereby  that  wisdom 
and  divine  philosophy  that  lay  hidden  in  her 
mind  was  externally  shadowed  out.  So  far  were 
they  from  vanity  and  affectation  of  pomp  and  brav- 
ery, of  dazzling  the  eye  with  rich  and  costly  or- 
naments that  they  thought  they  could  never  be 
mean  enough,  and  thus  they  looked  upon  them- 
selves as  bound  to  plainness  by  the  promise  which 
they  had  made  at  baptism,  when  they  renounced 
the  devil  and  his  whole  pomp  and  service." 

Paul  says.  "Whether  therefore  ye  eat  or  drink 
or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 
Yet  what  excesses  and  what  extravagance  now 
prevail  in  the  culinary  art!  No  trouble  and  no  ex- 
pense is  spared  to  procure  delicacies  for  the  table! 
Our  ancient  brethren  were  moderate  in  this,  as  in 
the  matter  of  dress.  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  as 
quoted  by  Cave,  says,  "  Many,  like  brutes,  live  only 
that  the)'  may  eat;  but  for  us  we  are  commanded 
to  eat  that  we  may  live.  Food  and  pleasure  is 
not  the  work  and  design  for  which  we  live  in  tie 
world,  our  residence  here  being  in  order  to  an  in- 
corruptible life,  and  therefore  our  nourishment 
ought  to  be  easy  and  simple  and  such  as  is  sub- 
servient to  the  two  main  ends  of  life,  —  health  and 
strength." 

Sellers.  III. 


RELIGION.  --SECRETISM. 


■  Afte 


God  : 


I  ine  mjimvmt;  ts  „n  «[i,„,  ,,,„„  a  sermon  delivered  Jan. 
26.  in  the  Frc.lnnia  church,  Kans.,  by  Eld.  G.  W.  Studebaker 
from  James  1:26,  Tj.—Nara  limc/t.) 

The  word  "religion"  occurs  five  times  in  the 
oracles  of  God.  Paul  says,  "After  the  most  strait- 
est  sect  of  our  religion  I  lived  a  Pharisee."  Acts 
26:  5.  The  German  translation  renders  it  service, 
the  straitest  sect  of  our  God  service." 
26,  27  says,  "  If  any  one  lets  himself  think 
:s  God  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue  this 
iod  service  is  vain.  Pure  and  undefiled 
/ice  is  to  visit  the  fatherless,"  etc»  "Jews' 
religion"  in  Gal.  I:  .6,  27  is  translated  in  the  Ger- 
man Judaism."  There  are  a  number  of  different 
religions  in  the  world.  The  Jews'  religion,  the 
Christian  religion,  the  Mohammedan,  the  heathen 
ind  the  Masonic  religion. 

All  secretism  is  founded  on  the  principle  of  Ma- 
sonry. It  is  against  their  rules  to  name  Christ  in 
their  lodges.  We  can  prove  from  Masonic  books 
that  Masonry  claims  to  be  a  rel: 
a  Christless  institution.  "  R.  Mo 
Baily,  page  285,  says,  "  So  broad  i 
Masonry  and  so  carefully  are  all  sectarian  tenets 
excluded  from  the  system  that  the  Christian,  the 
Jew  and  the  Mahommedan,  in  all  their  numberless 
sects  and  divisions,  may  and  do  harmoniously  com- 
bine in  moral  and  intellectual  work  with  the  Bud- 
dhist, the  Parsee,  the  Confucian  and  worshiper  of 
Deity,  under  every  form."  On  the  same  page  he 
says,  "  Prayer,  in  the  Masonic  lodges,  should  be  of 
-  general  character,  containing  nothing  offensive  to 
nscientious  Brethren.  In  theory  the 
>upposed  to  be  present  at 
every  meeting  of  every  lodge,  and  the  instructions, 
moral  and  religious,  should  be  directed  according- 
ly. The  same  language  we  find  in  "Moore's 
Guide"  and  "McKay's  Manual." 

Another  evidence  that  secretism  is  Christless  and 
antagonistic  to  Christianity  is,  that  their  prayers 
are  all  Christless  and  the  blessed  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  expunged  from  every  passage  of  Scripture 
that  they  quote. 

Now  let  us  hearfrom  the  apostle  on  the  other 


on,  and  yet  is 
s'  Monitor,"  by 
the   religion  of 


any  class  of  ( 

whole  world  of  Mason 


side  of  the  question,  "  This  is  the  stone  which  was 
set  at  nought  of  you  builders,  which  is  become  the 
head  of  the  corner.  Neither  is  there  salvation  in 
any  other,  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heav- 
en given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 
Acts  4:  11,  12. 

Paul  deposes,  "  God  raised  him  from  the  dead, 
and  si-t  him  at  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly 
places,  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and 
might,  and  dominion,  and*  every  name  that  is 
named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that 
which  is  to  come:  And  hath  put  all  things  under 
his  feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all 
things  to  the  church."  Eph.  1:  20,  21,  22.  What 
would  the  body  amount  to  without  the  head? 
Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church,  and  is  our  Most 
Worshipful  Master,  Great  High  Priest  and  King. 
Again,  "Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted 
him,  and  hath  given  him  a  name  which  is  above 
every  name.  That  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in 
earth,  and  things  under  the  earth;  and  that  every 
tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to 
the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Philpp.  2:  9,  11. 
Hence  Paul  says,  "Whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or 
deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus."  Col. 
3:  17- 

By  the  goodness  of  God  I  have  tried  to  serve 
him,  lp,  for  over  fifty-eight  years  (I  will  soon  pass 
my  seventy-eighth  mile-stone),  and  have  been  in 
the  ministry  over  fifty-three  years,  and  now  stand 
with  one  foot  in  the  grave  and  the  other  near  by, 
but  am  happy  to  say,  I  firmly  believe  that  there  is 
nothing  in  all  this  world  that  so  completely  meets 
the  wants  of  the  soul,  and  renders  life  real  happy,, 
as  a  full  surrender  to  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Hallelujah!  Blessed  be  his  name  forever  and  ever! 
Amen. 


form  and   sot 
the  resurrectii 


BODILY  IDENTITY  IN  THE  RESURRECTION. 

A  Roman  Catholic  theologian,  the  Abbe  Noguier,, 
argues  that  there  must  be  more  than  mere  personal 
identity  in  the  resurrection;  there  must  be  corpor- 
eal or  bodily  sameness  as  well.  How  he  reconciles, 
such  extreme  ground  with  the  facts  of  science  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  paragraphs,  which  we 
translate  from  his  article  ( Cosmos,  Paris,  December 
21).  The  Abbe  first  briefly  reviews  the  history  of 
theological  opinion  on  the  subject.  Origen  and  his 
followers  believed  that  the  same  soul,  dwelling  in 
any  kind  of  body,  sufficed  for  the  necessary  iden- 
tity, since  it  is  the  form  and  not  the  actual  sub- 
stance that  constitutes  the  individual.  Our  sub- 
stance alters  day  by  day,  yet  we  remain  the  same; 
it  is  sufficient,  therefore,  that  in  the  resurrection 
should  persist.  The  substance  of 
body  is  of  no  consequence.  Oth- 
ers believe  that  the  soul  bears  with  it  in  death  a 
kind  of  germ,  and  that  the  resurrection  is  nothing 
but  an  evolution  of  this  germ  into  a  spiritual  body. 
Others  still  invoke  the  aid  of  what  they  call  "the 
principle  of  bodily  identity"  or  the  formative 
power  "which,  they  say,  maintains  the  individual- 
ity of  the  body  during  life,  despite  its  changes  in 
substance,  and,  persisting  after  death,  bestows  on 
the  resurrection  body  that  same  individuality. 
The  Abbe  then  passes  to  the  doctrine  that  he  is  to 
champion,  first  laying  down  certain  distinctions: 

"  It  is  not  sufficient  to  establish  the  identity  of 
the  risen  man  with  the  mortal  man  (the  identity  of 
the  soul  would  suffice  for  that);  it  is  the  identity  of 
the  risen  body  with  the  mortal  body  that  we  must 
inquire  about.  For  Holy  Scripture  and  tradition 
say  not  only  that  the  man  shall  rise  again,  but  that 
he  shall  rise  with  the  same  body  that  he  had  pre- 
viously. .  . 

"  For  the  perfect  identity  of  the  human  body  it 
does  not  suffice  that  the  same  soul  shall  dwell  in  a 
body  composed  of  any  elements,  no  matter  what; 
but  the  same  elements  that  composed  it  in  life 
must,  at  least  in  part,  compose  the  risen  body.  .  •  ■ 
"We  shall  now  examine  some  of  the  objections 
hat  may  be  made  by  modern  physiologists  against 
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the  doctrine  of  bodily  identity  that  we  have  ju 
stated.  .  •  ■ 

"That  the  identity  of  the  risen  body  may  be  per- 
fect, we  have  seen  that  it  is  necessary  that  it  should 
be  reconstituted  by  the  matter  possessed  by  it  dur- 
ing life.  But  then  it  is  natural  to  ask:  Is  it  not 
equally  necessary,  in  order  that  the  unity  of  the 
individual  should  not  be  altered,  that  the  risen  man 
should  possess  all  the  elements  that  he  possessed 
from  his  birth  to  his  death?  Evidently  not;  it  is, 
in  fact,  quite  difficplt  to  conceive  how  an  individ- 
ual, dead  after  the  complete  development  of  his 
organs,  could  return  on  the  day  of  resurrection  to 
what  he  was,  neither  more  nor  less,  by  acquiring 
all  the  material  elements  that  had  been  renewed  in 
his  body  by  assimilation  and  dissimilation,  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  existence.  .  .  .  The  reason 
of  persistence  of  identity  in  a  body  that  is  con- 
stantly renewed  rests  on  the  fact  that  the  specific 
form  of  the  human  body,  and  consequently  the 
quality  of  each  of  its  parts,  remains  the  same  dur- 
ing life,  despite  changes  of  matter.  ...  If,  then, 
on  the  one  hand  we  must  admit  the  necessity  that 
the  risen  body  should  possess  the  same  elements 
as  during  life,  we  see,  on  the  other  hand,  that  all 
this  matter  is  not  necessary,  but  only  the  quantity 
sufficient  to  reestablish  its  integrity. 

"  It  will  be  understood,  after  what  has  been  said, 
that  a  risen  body  will  not  lose  its  identity  even 
when  it  can  resume  but  a  small  part  of  the  matter 
that  formerly  composed  it,  for  the  reason  that  this 
matter  will  unify  itself  with  the  newly-acquired 
matter,  just  as  happens  during  life.  .  .  . 

"  One  day  I  was  among  some  young  students, 
and,  the  conversation  turning  on  the  incessant 
movements  of  matter  in  the  universe,  on  its  mul- 
tiple transformations,  on  the  indestructibility  of 
atoms,  etc.  .  .  .  'Who  knows,'  said  one  of  them, 
'  whether  I  have  not  myself,  in  my  own  tissues, 
some  nf  the  atoms  once  possessed  by  some  illus- 
trious person  of  antiquity,  Aristotle,  tor  example, 
Alexander,  Demosthenes,  or  even  some  great  man 
of  more  recent  times?  '  This  question,  strange  as 
it  appears,  contains,  nevertheless,  the  elements  of 
possibility,  in  spite  of  the  immense  quantity  of 
elements  in  motion  all  over  our  globe.  There  are, 
besides,  cases  where  the  acquisition  by  part  of  a 
human  organism  of  elements  that  belonged  to  an- 
other man,  living  or  dead,  is  not  only  possible, 
but  certain.  We  shall  find  in  this  a  final  objection, 
whose  removal  will  complete  the  solution  of  the 
question  that  occupies  us. 

"Since  it  is  necessary  for  the  identity  of  a  risen 
man,  that  his  body  should  contain  at  least  a  part 
of  the  elements  that  once  made  it  up,  how  can 
it  be  that  a  certain  quantity  of  matter  that  was 
possessed  successively  by  two  individuals  can  be- 
come anew,  at  the  resurrection,  part  of  the  bodies  of 
both?" 

In  considering  this  question,  the  Abbe  puts  the 
case  of  a  cannibal  who  has  for  many  years  lived 
on  human  flesh.  Whose  shall  the  elements  of  this 
flesh  be  in  the  resurrection?  The  answer  is  that 
it  is  impossible  that  the  cannibal's  body  should 
be  exclusively  composed  of  others'  bodies.  Says 
the  Abbe: 

"We  must  note  that,  rigorously  speaking,  this 
man-eater  would  certainly  have  elements  that  be- 
long to  him  alone,  elements  that  he  will  have 
acquired  from  the  air  by  respiration,  from  the 
water  that  he  drinks,  and  from  the  mineral  salts 
that  it  holds  in  solution.  And,  according  to  the 
principles  just  laid  down,  this  substance  added  tn 
that  which  he  acquires  for  the  first  time  should 
suffice  to  reestablish  his  identity.  .  .  . 

"Thus,  at  the  great  day  of  resurrection,  each 
one,  having  a  complete  body,  identical  with  that 
which  he  possessed  during  his  mortal  life,  should 
and  can,  in  all  cases,  reassume,  to  reestablish  the 
tissues  of  his  organism,  at  least  a  part  of  the  very 
same  elements  that  formerly  made  them  up.  As 
to  the  rest,  which  in  some  cases  may  be  wanting, 
He  who  knew  how  to  create  Nature  from  chaos 
W'H  know  how  to  provide  it  in  the  measure  of 
our  need."— Translated  for  The  Literary  Digest. 


"PLAINNESS  OF  SPEECH." 
BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 


:  great  plainness  of  speech."-3  Cor.  y. 


No 


or  every  one  is  gifted  to  be  a  speaker,  although 
n,s  heart  may  burn  within  him  to  testify  what 
Christ  has  done  for  him.  Christ  says,  'But  let 
your  communication  be  Yea,  yea;  Nay,  nay:  lor 
whatsoever  is  more  than  these  Cometh  of  evil." 
Every  one  who  is  a  follower  of  his,  will  be  endued 
with  wisdom  from  on  high,  to  spealc  [orth  his 
praise,  for  in  Matt.  10:  20  we  read,  "  For  it  is  not 
ye  that  speak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father  which 
speaketh  in  you."  The  Apostle  Paul  says,  "Yet 
in  the  church  I  had  rather  speak  five  words  with 
my  understanding,  that  by  my  voire  I  might  teach 
others  also,  than  ten  thousand  words  in  an  un- 
known tongue."     1  Cor.  14:  19. 

As  we  read  over  some  of  the  reports  from 
churches  who  have  had  soul-stirring  sermons,  yet 
no  accessions  to  the  church,  perhaps  the  leaders 
may  not  have  spoken  in  as  plain  words  as  they 
should  have  done.  We  often  hear  this  remark, 
"To  speak  plain,  Mr. is  not  as  rich  as  ap- 
pearances show,"  or  "His  health  is  not  as  good  as 
he  looks,"  or  "  He  appears  to  be  your  friend,  but  is 
really  your  enemy." 

Beware  of  all  such  false  pretenses.  "  God  look- 
eth  on  your  hearts."  If  we  are  a  plain  people  in 
our  dress,  and  have  plain  churches,  let  us  use 
"plainness  of  speech."  A  dear  old  sister  once 
said,  "The  young  minister  used  such  big  words  in 
his  sermon,  I  could  not  understand-  them."  "As 
words  are  the  carriages  in  which  our  thoughts  do 
ride,  let  them  be  suitable  for  nil. 

True  education  consists  in  using  the  simplest 
words  to  express  our  ideas.  We  often  hear  per- 
sons who  want  to  show  great  learning.  They  use 
such  big  words,  though  the  Scripture   teaches  us, 

words  thou  shalt    be   justified,    and  by   thy   words 
thou  shalt  be  condemned."     Matt.  12:  37. 
Middletown,  Pa. 


THEY  ARE  COMING. 


A  father  started  for  his  office  early  one  morn- 
ing after  a  light  fall  of  snow.  Turning,  he  saw  his 
two-year-old  boy  endeavoring  to  put  his  tiny  feet 
in  his  own  great  footprints.  The  little  fellow 
shouted,  "Go  on,  I'se  comin',  papa,  I'se  comin' 
yight  in  ure  tracks."  He  caught  the  baby  darling 
in  his  arms  and  carried  him  to  his  mother,  and 
started  again  for  his  office.  His  habit  had  been  to 
stop  on  the  way  at  a  tavern  for  a  glass  of  liquor. 
As  he  stood  upon  the  threshold  of  the  saloon  he 
seemed  to  hear  a  sweet  voice  say,  "  Go  on,  I'se 
com  n'  papa,  I'se  comin' yight  in  ure  tracks."  He 
stopped,  he  hesitated,  he  looked  the  future  square- 
ly in  the  face.  "I  cannot  afford  to  make  any 
tracks  I  would  be  ashamed  to  have  my  boy  walk 
in,"  he  said,  decidedly,  and  turned  away.  Father, 
mother,  neighbor,  pastor,  teacher,  are  your  tracks 
true?  Are  they  straight?  Can  you  turn  to  any 
walking  behind  you  and  say,  "  Follow  me  as  I  fol- 
low Christ?"  1  Cor.  11:  1.  Are  you  leading  the 
little  ones  safe  to  the  Great  Shepherd? 

The  essence  of  the  Gospel  is  God's  love.  The  in 
carnation  was  God's  love  coming  forth  from  the 
viewless  and  tabernacling  palpably  in  the  midst  of 
men.  The  atonement  was  God's  love  providing  a 
satisfaction  to  God's  justice,  and  making  it  as  con- 
sistent with  his  rectitude  as  it  is  delightful  to  his 
benevolence  to  pardon  sin,  and  restore  and  renew 
the  sinner.  The  New  Testament  dispensation  is 
God's  love,  so  to  speak,  organized  and  acting 
through  various  institutions  and  ordinances.— Ex. 

The  hero  will  not  know  he  is  a  hero  till  the  sud- 
den trial  comes;  but  his  heroism  is  the  fruit  of 
numberless  by-gone  acts  of  self-possession  and 
courage  which  have  built  up  an  abiding  character. 
— The  Churchman. 
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FAITH  ENCOURAGED.    Luke  8:  43-55. 
{Lessoufir  Feb.  lj,  ;.«,/'.) 

Time.     Autumn  of  A.    U.    28,    not   many 
iter  the  last  lesson. 

Place.  Capernaum,  on  the  northwest  shore  of 
the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

Persons,  [esus,  his  disciples,  the  afflicted  wom- 
.n,  the  multitude,  Minis,  his  messenger,  wife  and 
daughter. 

(NTRODUI  TORY.— The  last  lesson  left  Jesus  at  the 
village  ol  Nain,  on  his  second  missionary  journey 
the  ■'  Galilee.  After  he  returned  again  to  Ca- 
pernaum he  tUok  ship  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  for 
the  country  of  the  Gadarenes.  While  on  the  way 
he  stilled  the  tempest.  In  the  country  of  the  Gad- 
arenes  he  cast  the  evil  spirits  out  of  the  man  and 
suffered  them  to  enter  the  herd  of  swine.  After 
he  returned  again  to  Capernaum  the  events  of  this 
lesson  occurred. 

I.    INK  AFFLICTED  WOMAN. 

Sin  hul  not  only  suffered  great  physical  dis- 
tress, but  had  come  to  poverty  in  her  effort  to  be 
healed.  Many  arc  the  poor  women  in  this  world 
like  this  one,  who  are  dragging  out  an  existence 
of  silent  and  uncomplaining  misery.  This  lesson 
hould  bring  them  consolation.  The  Lord  Jesus 
emembers  them  most  tenderly.  Let  them  come 
to  him  in  faith,  lor  though  the)',  perhaps,  dare  not 
tell  their  sufferings  to  their  friends,  they  can  tell 
them  to  Jesus!  And  they  who  now  come  to  Jesus 
with  as  much  faith  as  did  this  woman,  will  receive 
.1  .nil  a  blessing  as  did  she.  lie  will  either  give 
them  complete  restoration  to  health,  or  grace  to 
bear  their  afflictions,  which,  in  many  cases,  is  bet- 
ter.    And    he   will     fill    the    soul    with    the    conso- 

n  ffi'WSt  -icVl  ''iii"  Mmr^'^Ufii . 

light  afflictions  which  are  but  lor  a  moment  work 
for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory. 

II.  THE  ANXIOUS  RULER. 

1.  The  advice  of  his  servant.  "Trouble  not  the 
Master."  Advice  is  cheap.  Suggestions  arc  many 
and  easily  made.  How  common  it  is  to  hear  the 
withering,  discouraging  remark,  "  It's  no  use," 
when  -some  good  work  is  about  to  be  undertaken! 
How  easy  it  is  to  chill  and  weaken  the  faith  of  the 
new-born  child  of  God  by  suggesting  that  he  is  ex- 
pecting too  much  of  the  Lord!  And  when  one  is 
about  to  go  to  Jesus  there  are  usually  half  a  dozen 
ready  to  suggest  to  "  trouble  not  the  Master." 

2.  The  advice  of/csas.  "  Fear  not:  believe  only." 
There  are  thousands  of  times  and  places  and  cir- 
cumstances in  which  this  advice  needs  to  be  re- 
peated. We  are  so  prone  to  doubt  and  fear  and 
falter.  Nat  only  the  physical,  but  also  the  spirit- 
ual needs  of  our  children  and  our  friends  we  should 
take  to  the  Lord.  But  we  are  so  likely  to  think 
that  it  is  of  no  use  to  ask  for  the  conversion  of  John 
or  to  expect  the  healing  of  Mary.  And  there  are  so 
many  tasks  that  we  leave  undone,  so  much  work 
we  never  undertake  because  we  doubt  and  fear. 
Christ  has  said  (and  who  dare  say  that  he  did  not 
mean  it?)  that  "  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
believeth."     Then,  "  Fear  not:  believe  only." 

3.  The  consolation  offered.  "  Weep  not;  she  is 
not  dead."  Such  a  statement  seemed  absurd  to 
those  who  stood  by  and  looked  on  the  cold  form 
and  pale  face  of  the  child,— "and  they  laughed 
him  to  scorn."  And  to  the  bereaved  now,  whese 
hearts  are  devoid  of  the  consolations  of  religion, 
these  words  are  as  much  without  meaning.  Death 
has  lost  its  sting,  the  grave  has  lost  its  victory,— 
only  to  those  who  can  rejoice  in  the  promises  of 
the  blessed  Bible,  only  to  those  who  have  accepted 
the  offered  mercies  of  the  Gospel.  But  to  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  for  the  consolation  of  those  who 
mourn  the  loss  of  a  loved  one,  the  words  of  Jesus 
come,  "Weep  not;  she  is  not  dead." 

James  M.  Neff. 
Fndtdale,.  Ala. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

VIB8T   YEAR. 

I.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  I1.04;  paper.  . 34  cents. 

1,  "Lite  of  A.  Judson,"  cloth, »  cents:  paper, scents. 

3.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper aq  cents. 

4.  "  Non-Such  Professor."  cloth 83  cents. 

SECOITD   1M«. 

5.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  84  cents;  paper 34  cen  s, 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Kohcrt  Moffat,"  cloth.  J7  cents:  paper 15  cents. 

7.  •' Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents. 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching."  cloth °S  cents. 

THIRD   >m». 

q,  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth >'  °° 

10  "Ltfeol  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth 70  cents. 

11.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-38 '0  cents. 

U.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book."  clotli.  68  cents;  paper .13  cents. 

r3F~Prlces.  as  Riven  above,  arc  lor  members  of  Readioc  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

EXECUTIVE,  CoMMiTTRIt  or  RkAIUNG  CIRCLE.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsar, 
India;  If.  M.  Ban...  k.  West  AlevaoJria.  Ohio;  Mrs.  If.  M.  St„.or.  Waynes- 
boro, Pa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro.  Pa.:  J.  M,  Neil.  Frultdale,  Ala. 

Offichhs  op  RnAiiiNG  CmCLK.--President.  W.  B  So.ver    Bulsar,  Ind,; 

Keadlnu  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but 
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MY  TABERNACLE. 


OOPINOS  of  blue  tether  the  ample  sweep 
Of  purple  curtains,  that  shut  in  my  soul 


with  a  golden  bowl 
us  prayer,  in  reverence  deep 
eil,  whose  shadows  keep 
:  the  place  where  I  am  sole 
er,  with  broidered  stole, 


To  priestly  scrvict 
Brimming  with  odor 
1  part  the  trembling 

Hid  from  gross  ga; 

And  mitered  minis 
And  all  my  being  in  God's  presence  steep. 
The  outspread  wings  of  cherubim  o'ershade 

My  heart;  die  voice  of  the  Adored  is  heard 
Blessing  my  gift  of  broken  deeds;  I'm  paid 

For  costliest  offering  with  His  simple  word. 
So  shall  this  booth  my  sweetest  refuge  be, 
utISgion,  Pa. 

PERSONAL  MAGNETISM. 
BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 


We  all  k 
tracts    iron 


vhat 


it  with  them.     It  is 

nishing,   or  any  tna- 

see.     It  is  a  pleasant 

ed  to  tell  why,  we 

There  are  places 


agnet  is,  and  that  it  at- 
etallk  substances.  There  are 
some  persons  who,  more  than  others,  attract  to 
them  the  people  around,  and  this  is  as  good  a  defi- 
nation  of  personal  magnetism  as  I  can  give.  Not 
everybody  has  it,  and  it  can  not  be  acquired.  It  is 
a  gift,  and  a  wonderful  one  at  that. 

It  is  a  subject  impossible  of  analysis,  and  it  can 
be  so  adjusted  to  relate  itself  to  inanimate  objects. 
For  illustration,  we  have  all  seen  those  homes 
where  things  are  pleasant  and  there  is  an  indefina- 
ble something  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  surround- 
ings that  makes  us  loth  to  pa 
not  in  the  architecture,  the  fui 
terial  surrounding  that  we  can 
place,  that  we  know,  and  if  pres: 
could  give  no  intelligible  reason 
far  superior  in  all  that  goes  to  m 
a  money  sense,  but  we  instinctively  prefer  the  oth- 
er place.  Why?  We  are  apt  to  say  that  the  peo- 
ple have  "  a  way  about  them,"  and  this  is  the 
truth,  and  it  is  this  way  that  makes  things  what 
they  are.  This  is  the  personal  magnetism  that  we 
are  considering,  and  without  being  sure  of  it  I  will 
advance  the  idea  that  there  is,  perhaps,  a  sense 
that  we  can  not  see,  but  which  exists  and  surrounds 
the  person  of  the  possessor,  and  which  influences 
all,  or  nearly  all,  who  come  within  its  reach.  The 
popular  preacher,  the  successful  politician  and 
numberless  successful  people  have  it.  There  is  no 
doubt  of  its  existence,  and  it  is  not  learning  that 
does  it,  for  the  deepest  thinkers  are  never  the  pop- 
ular preachers  or  the  politicians  who  are  on  top. 
It  is  not  a  combination  of  qualities,  for  if  it  took 
five  marked  parts  to  secure  the  results,  the  thing 
would  not  be  done  with  five  people  having  each 
one  of  the  parts  in  excess,  and  all  operating  togeth- 
er. It  is  a  personality,  and  nothing  is  surer  than 
this.  Take  the  case  of  the  horse-tamers,  and  the 
wild  animal  trainers.     They  are  not  men  of  great 


education,  but  they  can  do  certain  things  that  oth- 
ers can  not,  and  they  can  not  tell  why. 

Occasionally  this  quality  takes  on  queer  manifes- 
tations. I  once  saw  a  young  man  who  would  re- 
peat any  sentence  given  him  and  then  spell  it  back- 
ward correctly,  and  with  the  utmost  rapidity.  He 
could  only  say  that  he  saw  the  letters  as  a  picture, 
and  that  he  saw  them  from  one  end  as  well  as  from 
the  other.  We  all  know  the  man  who  is  the  very 
personification  of  closeness.  He  wouldn't  give  a 
cent  to  anybody  or  anything.  All  his  life  he  has 
rooted  and  hoarded.  Nobody  that  he  knows,  or 
who  knows  him,  can  reach  his  money.  But  one 
fine  morning  along  comes  a  pair  of  strangers  in  a 
buggy,  and  he  is  on  the  way  to  the  bank  in  an  hour, 
ready  to  draw  out  every  cent  that  he  has  there,  and 
turn  it  over  to  the  strangers  for  a  consideration 
that  he  has  never  seen  and  which  in  the  very  nature 
of  things  is  a  fraud. 

The  sharpers  are  not  men  of  education,  the  old 
man  is  not  feeble-minded  in  money  matters,  far 
from  it,  but  they  have  come  it  over  him,  and  the 
reason  is  that  they  have  in  an  invisible  way  reached 
out  and  over  him  and  around  him  till  all  his  life- 
long characteristics  are  changed  in  an  hour.  When 
he  wakes  up  there  is  generally  an  uproar  and  ap- 
peals for  help  to  get  his  money  back,  and  when  his 
friends  ask  what  he  did  it  for  his  answer  is  always 
that  he  can't  tell.  And  he  really  can  not.  The 
man  was  the  subject  of  influences  that  he  could  not 
see  and  which  were  entirely  new  and  strange  to 
him. 

The  object  of  this  article  is  to  give  the  reader 
some  food  for  thought,  and  to  set  you  thinking 
whether  or  not  you  have  this  sense  over  anybody 
and  if  it  can  be  used  for  good  to  try  it  to  that  end. 

Lcwisbitrgh,  Pa. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  SQUARE. 

The  following  is  reproduced  from  the  Herald  of 
4  ruin,  it  is  a.  3Mua,^  csunrarmng  tne  words,  Jh.bUb 
CHRIST  IS  OUR  SAVIOUR,  arranged  in  a  pecu- 
liar and  interesting  manner.  By  commencing  with 
the  letter  "  J  "  it  can  be  read  in  hundreds  of  differ- 
ent ways. 

RUO  f  VASRUOS  I  SOURSAV  I  OUR 
UO  I  VASRUOS  1  T  t  SOURSAV  I  0U 
0  t  VASRUOS  1  TST  I  SOURSAV  I  0 
IVASRUOS1TSIST1SOURSAVI 
VAS  RUOS  ITS  1  R  1  S  T  I  SOURSAV 
ASRUOSlTSlRHRlSTfSOURSA 

sruos  its  1  rhchr  i  st  i  sours 
ruos  i  tsirhc  schr  i  st  1  sour 
u0sits1rhcsuschristis0u 
ositsirhcsususchristiso 
s  i  ts  irhcsusesuschr  i  st  i  s 
itsirhcsuseJesuschristi 
sitsirhcsusesuschristis 
ositsirhcsususchristiso 
uosl  ts  irhcsus  ch  ri  s  t  i  sou 
ruositsirhcschristisour 
sruosi  ts  irhch  ri  s  t  i  s  our  s 
asruositsirhr  istisoursa 
vasruositsiristisoursav 
ivasruositsistisoursavi 
oivasruositst  i  soursavio 

UOIVASRUOS1TIS0URSAVIOU 
RUOl    VASRUOSI    S    0   UR   SAV    I    0    UR 

The  object  of  the  square  is  to  illustrate  and  em- 
phasize the  fact  that  in  whatever  direction  the 
Christian  may  be  led  in  life's  journey  he  will  find 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  our  Saviour.  A  careful  study  of 
the  square  will  be  found  both  interesting  and  in- 
structive. 


other   day  that    you    never    drank."     The    officer 
modestly  answered  that  he  was. 

"  Then,"  continued  the  general,  "  you  are  the 
man  I  have  been  looking  for  to  take  charge  of  the 
Commissary  Department,  and  I  order  that  you  be 
detailed  to  that  duty." 

He  served  all  through  the  war  in  that  responsible 
department,  and  afterward,  when  General  Grant  be- 
came president,  the  officer  who  never  drank  was 
again  in  request.  The  president,  needing  a  man  on 
whom  he  could  rely  for  some  important  business, 
gave  him  the  appointment. 

The  man  who  never  drinks  is  likely  to  be  wanted 
many  important  positions.     The  man  who  does 
■ink   is   wanted  in  the  rumshop— till  his  money  is 
gmc!  , 

A  SADDENED  LIFE. 

The  monument  of  genius  may  become  the  monu- 
ment of  a  ruined  life.  How  one  crime  may  sadden 
all  the  days  of  him  who  commits  it  and  perpetuate 
its  painful  memory  in  enduring  stone  the  following 
incident  illustrates: 

There  is  a  cathedral  in  Mexico  in  front  of  which 
is  a  perfect  dream  of  filigree  stonework.  It  is  the 
work  of  an  artist  who  was  sentenced  to  death  for 
some  crime,  but  was  promised  that  the  sentence 
should  not  be  carried  out  until  he  had  completed 
ornamenting  the  front  of  the  cathedral.  For  twen- 
ty-one years  the  artist  stood  upon  the  platforms 
and  cut  into  stone  his  beautiful  dreams,  and  for 
twenty-one  years  armed  sentinels  paced  the  walks 
down  below  and  conveyed  him  to  and  from  his 
prison.  At  last,  old,  broken  down,  and  sick,  he 
notified  the  authorities  that  his  work  was  done  and 
he  was  ready  to  die.  Then  came  pardon,  banquets, 
and  honors  with  mocking  rapidity;  but  it  was  too 
late,  and  his  eyes  closed  before  he  reached  the 
ship  that  was  to  carry  him  to  sunny  France;  and 
to-day  even  his  name  has  been  erased  from  the 
metnueK..il»ra  duct  from  the  cathedral  that  is  his 
monument. 


' 


THE  MAN  QRANT  WANTED. 


When  General  Grant  was  in  command  of  the  ar- 
my before  Vicksburg,  a  number  of  officers  were 
gathered  at  his  headquarters.  One  of  them  invited 
the  party  to  join  in  a  social  glass;  all  but  one  ac- 
cepted. He  asked  to  be  excused,  saying  he  never 
drank.  The  hour  passed,  and  each  went  his  way  to 
his  respective  command.  A  few  days  after  this, 
the  officer  who  declined  the  drink  received  a  note 
from  General  Grant  to  report  at  headquarters.  He 
obeyed  the  order,  and  Grant  said  to  him, 

"  You  are  the  officer,  I  believe,  who  remarked  the 


HELPED  BY  BEINQ  HINDERED. 

There  is  nothing  we  have  more  cause  to  be 
grateful  for  than  hindrances  and  obstacles.  Hav- 
ing an  easy  time  is  having  a  hard  time.  If  we  are 
slipping  or  sliding,  we  are  not  going  up  hill;  yet  go- 
ing up  hill  is  essential  to  an  outlook  from  a  lofty 
summit.  Mountain  climbing  is  better  than  ham- 
mock swinging  for  him  who  .would  gain  strength 
and  develop  his  muscles;  but  it  requires  energy  and 
effort  to  resist  hindrances  and  overcome  obstacles. 
It  goes  against  nature;  and  that  is  one  reason  why 
it  is  better  for  a  man.  If  a  young  man  has  to  work 
for  a  living,  he  is  more  likely  to  succeed  than  if  he 
has  everything  he  wants.  If  his  studies  are  not  in 
the  line  of  his  inclinations,  he  can  gain  more  from 
them  than  if  they  were  all  in  the  direction  of  his 
tastes  and  fancies.  Even  when  he  is  interrupted  in 
his  studies,  and  is  compelled  by  the  state  of  his 
health  or  the  needs  of  others  to  turn  aside  from  his 
chosen  pursuit,  he  may  be  the  gainer  beyond  his 
highest  anticipations;  for  his  best  self  is  called  out 
in  the  meeting  or  the  enduring  of  unlooked-for 
burdens  and  trials.  A  moral  and  mental  gymnasi- 
um is  sure  to  be  furnished  with  appliances  for  exer- 
cising the  muscles  and  testing  and  taxing  the 
strength.  Rocking-chairs  and  lounges  have  no 
place  there.— Sunday  School  Times. 

"The  afflictions  which  our  Heavenly  Father 
sends  upon  us  are  designed  to  awaken  in  us  a  deep- 
er thoughtfulness,  and  to  stir  us  up  to  the  fuller 
discharge  of  all  our  duties.  If  we  accept  them  in 
the  right  spirit  they  cannot  fail  to  do  us  good. 
But  we  may  refuse  to  learn  the  lessons  which  they 
are  so  well  adapted  to  teach.  In  that  event  they 
will  inure  to  our  damage  rather  than  to  our  profit. 
Some  hearts  grow  gentle  and  submissive  under 
suffering,  while  others  grow  resentful  and  bitter. 
'  Our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory,'— provided  that  'We  look  not  upon 
the  things  that  are  seen,  but  upon  the  things  that 
are  unseen.' " 
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E.  Edv.  Chairman, Booth  Ra] 

D.  L.  Millek,  \  ice-Chairman  and  Treasurer.  .  .   Mount  Mum- 

S.  F.  Sanger Bridgewatci 

5.  R.  7.VC -_ MastetwilVillc 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill,  ( 

^7-All  money  and  correspondence  intended  for  any  o(  the  mission 
der  the  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  sh„„l 
addressed  to  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  M 
Morris,  111.    (Galen  B.  Rover,  Secretary.) 

EVENINU  REUNION. 

BY  ELMA  NANCE. 

All  day  we  wander  far  apart. 

But  when  draws  near  the  eve, 
We  come  together  round  the  hearth 

And  of  the  world  take  leave. 
We  talk  together  of  the  past, — 

The  past  so  bright  and  fair; 
And  then  upon  the  wings  of  night 

Ascends  to  heaven  our  prayer. 


We  talk  together, 

too,  of  One, 

While  tears  are 

n  our  eyes  — 

She  used  to  meet 

vith  us  at  eve 

But  1 


1  the  skic 


Her  eyes  were  tender  with  sweet  light, 

Her  smile  all  heavenly  sweet, 
Dispelling  all  the  darkened  clouds 

That  in  our  path  we'd  meet. 
But  now  the  world  is  drear  and  dark, 

And  clouds  hang  o'er  the  way; 
No  mother's  smiles  or  tender  words 

Lend  brightness  to  the  day. 
All  day  we  wander  far  apart, — 

Dear  Father,  children  all, 
But  'gain  we  meet  around  the  hearth 

At  gentle  evening's  call. 
O  God!  thou  know'st  the  days  are  dark  — 

We  wander  all  alone; 
But  when  the  eve  of  life  shall  come, 

May  we  all  gather  home. 
,  And  with  the  sanstf.  P.r(i.,s  .-,» 

In  perfect  heavenly  love, 
We'll  reunite  beyond  the  skies 

In  golden  fields  above! 
Merrill,  Kam.       _^__ 

DISTRICT  MISSION  BOARDS. 

BY  C.  H.  HAWBECKER. 

In  the  general  Brotherhood  we  have  thirty-four 
legally  authorized  Mission  Boards,  set  apart  by 
their  respective  local  churches. 

Presuming  five  members  to  each  Board,  this 
makes  one  hundred  and  seventy  individual  mem- 
bers—quite an  army  of  officers  to  do  planning  and 
commanding  for  the  Lord's  work. 

Each  District  Board  should  be  a  "  Church  Erec- 
tion and  Missionary  Committee  "  in  its  respective 
District,  just  as  much  as  the  General  Church  Erec- 
tion and  Missionary  Committee  proper,  excepting 
that  it  is  confined  to  narrower  limits. 

....  Special  Bible  Term,  held  at  Mt.  Mor- 

very    profitably   entertained    by   hearing 

umber  of  State   Districts  of  the  plans  for 

,vork  in  gen- 


question  is,  then,  Why  not  establish  missions  where 
invited  to?     Echo  answers,  Why  not? 

Let  us  look  over  this  District  named,  and  sec 
whether  we  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done. 

In  the  District  we  have  twenty-three  local  church- 
es, sixty-three  ministers,  with  thirty-five  hundred 
members.  An  appropriation  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars annually  is  usually  apportioned  to  the  respect- 
ive churches  in  the  District.  The  past  year  three 
times  the  amount  could  have  been  used,  had  all 
the  important  calls  been  attended  to,  but  for  want 
of  men  and  money,  many  Macedonian  calls  had 
to  go  unheeded. 

What  is  true  of  this  District  may  apply  to  Dis- 
tricts generally.  One  way  to  help  solve  the  diffi- 
cult "  problem  "  is  to  let  each  elder,  in  his  respect- 
ive local  church,  preach,  or  cause  to  be  preached, 
a  missionary  sermon,  to  create  enthusiasm  in  the 
heart  of  each  individual  member,  show  to  all  their 
individual  responsibility,  to  give  of  their  time  and 
means,  to  save  souls  for  whom  Jesus  died,  that 
they  might  be  saved.  As  most  of  our  Districts 
will  convene  in  sessions  in  early  spring,  previous 
to  Annual  Meeting,  will  there  not,  and  can  there 
not,  be  a  general  wakening  up  along  the  line, 
that  more  effectual  work  be  accomplished?     Come, 


and  gathereth  not  the 

flock,"  but,  "  Let  him 

'irtue  of  it."     So  with 

but  let   him   eat  to 

his  work.    This  does 

id  sleek  by 

as   though 

exhibition, 

outh.     Let 


vhile, 


brethren   and   sisters, 
over  this   important   i 
we  not  all  prayfor  thi 
Mt.  Morris,  III. 


let 


think 

is  my  prayc 


A  SUPPORTED  MINISTRY. 


,.: 


Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  the 
the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel." — l  Cor.  9: 


iwer  to  those  who  ex- 
it I  be  not  an  apostle 


Junng 


fron 

raising  funds  and  how  they  do  th 

eral 

The  placing  of  faithful  evangelists  in  the  fields 
is  one  feature  of  great  importance,  and  should  by 
no  means  be  overlooked  by  the  Districts. 

I  was  thinking,  while  hearing  the  interesting 
talks  by  our  brethren,  what  an  incentive  it  would 
be  to  all  workers  on  Mission  Boards  to  have  an- 
nual meetings,  to  concentrate  efforts  in  carrying 
on  the  Lord's  work  more  systematically,  and, 
feel  sure,  often  with  better  results. 

When  I  look  over  our  own  District  of  Northern 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  with  its  population  of  more 
than  two  and  a  half  millions  of  souls,  and  many 
of  them,  too,  starving  for  the  "  Bread  of  Eternal 
Life,"  I  am  made  to  think  very  seriously  of  our 
-weak  efforts,  in  coming  to  the  rescue,  when  the 
possibilities  for  doing  more  aggressive  work  are  so 
apparent.  All  over  the  District  we  are  invited  to 
establish  missions,  vastly  different  from  heathen 
lands,  where  no  voice  calls  individually  from  tn 
unconverted,  to  come  and  establish  missions. 


plow 


Paul  is  here  giving  an 
amine  him,  "  for,"  said  h 

fr.    ntt.r.    ,.»t    rlrmhtl«s  1  am  to  "„•■  "      " -..,. 

thus:  "  Have  we  not  power  to  lead  about  a  sister, 
a  wife,  as  well  as  other  apostles,  and  as  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Lord,  and  Cephas?  Or  I  only  and 
Barnabas,  have  not  we  power  to  forbear  working? 
Who  goeth  a  warfare  any  time  at  his  own  charges? 
who  planteth  a  vineyard,  and  eateth  not  of  the 
fruit  thereof?  or  who  feedeth  a  flock,  and  eateth 
not  of  the  milk  of  the  flock?  Say  I  these  things 
as  a  man?  or  saith  not  the  law  the  same  also?  For 
it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  Thou  shalt  not 
muzzle  the  mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the 
corn.  Doth  God  take  care  for  oxen?  Or  saith 
he  it  altogether  for  our  sakes?  For  our  sakes,  no 
doubt,  this  is  written:  that  he  that  ploweth  should 
hope;  and  that  he  that  thresheth  in  hope 
_e  partaker  of  his  hope.  If  we  have  sown 
unto  you  spiritual-  things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if  we 
shall  reap  your  carnal  things?  If  others 
takers  of  this  power  over  you,  are  not  w< 
Nevertheless  we  have  not  used  this  power;  bu 
suffer  all  things,  lest  we  should  hinder  the  gospe 
of  Christ."     1  Cor.  9:5-12. 

Paul,  in  speaking  of  this  power,  does  not  refe 
to  mere  physical  might  or  strength,  but  to  th 
privilege  and  authority  vested  in  him 
yet  he  did  not  use  this  power  and  p 
extent  that  he  was  permitted  to  do,  a 
for  not  doing  so  are  worthy  of  a  consideration 
with  the  faithful  preacher  of  to-day.  There  are 
many  temptations  offered,  many  avenues  in  which 
compromises  are  demanded  through  a  salaried 
ministry.  Very  frequently  a  trial  sermon  is 
preached,  or  perhaps  several,  in  which  an  effort 
is  made  to  satisfy  the  people,  to  tickle  the  ear 
and  to  shape  up  the  doctrine  (if  any  is  preached), 
to  gratify  the  carnally  minded,  so  that,  if  possible, 
all  may  be  suited.  While  the  preaching  that  Paul 
did  was  just  the  reverse,  it  turned  the  world,— 
the  vain  imaginations  of  men,  the  idolater,  the 
all  upside  down, 
s,   we   think,  clearly 


Tlu 


.ithci? 


rivilege  to  the 
nd  his  reasons 


hypocrite,  the  self-right. 
The  principle 


ppo 


set  forth   in  this  chapter  and  dc 
f  receiving  a  hireling'; 


pnvi 

Paul  does  not  say 

doth  not  receive  t 


=s  not  include  the 
stipulated  salary 


'  Who  planteth  a  vineyard  and 
money  for  the  fruit  thereof," 


or,    "Who   feedeth   a  flock 
money  for  the   milk  of  the 
eat  of  it  to  sustain   life  by 
the   ox.     Do  not  muzzle  hin 
sustain  life,— support   him   in  hi 
»,'/  mean  that  he  shall  be  mad 
feeding  him   in  his  stall  all  the 
he   were  to  be  made  ready   for 
but  it  does  mean,  Do  not  muzzli 
him  cat  when  he  is  at  work. 

So  with  the  faithful,  uncompromising  minister 
of  the  Gospel  who  has  not  enough  of  this  world's 
goods  to  support  himself.  Let  him  live  of  the 
Gospel.  Let  him  cat  of  the  fruit  and  of  the  milk. 
Give  him  food  and  raiment.  Sustain  him  in  his 
work.  This  includes  some  of  the  carnal  things  the 
apostle  spoke  of  reaping.  Paul  and  Barnabas 
were  loyal  missionary  men, — men  of  God,  true  to 
their  calling,  yet  they  did  not  use  this  power  to 
any  great  extent,  but  suffered  all  things,  lest  they 
should  hinder  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  from  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  saints  were  too  poor  to  support 
themselves.  The  apostles,  and,  in  fact,  many  of 
the  churches  were  poor,  hence  Paul  did  not  only 
support  himself,  but  helped  to  support  some  others 
that,  no  doubt,  were  much  in  need  of  it.  He  asks 
an  important  question,  What  is  my  reward  then? 
Verily,  that  when  I  preach  the  Gospel  I  may  make 
it  without  charge  that  I  abuse  nut  my  power  in 
the  Gospel.  To  abuse  this  power  would  have 
been  to  charge  those  poor  saints  for  preaching 
the  Gospel.  This  would  have  hindered  the  suc- 
cess of  it.  Hence,  an  important  lesson  to  us  is 
this:  That  Paul  was  not  made  to  feel  glad,  because 
of  a  prospect  of  securing  or  receiving  support  and 
donations  from  those  who  were  less  able  to  donate 
for  his  wants  than  he  himself.  Hence  the  Gospel 
minister  of  to-day  is  warned  to  proceed  with  great 
care,  lest  he  abuse  his  privilege,  and  his  power 
in  the  Gospel.     This  may  occur  by  receiving  large 

that  would  cause  him  to  glory  in  the  wealth  and 
liberality  of  such  churches  more  than  in  the  sal- 
vation of  poor,  starving  souls. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  laboring  among  the  poor, 
he  may  press  his  claim  and  receive  support  by 
donations  from  such  who  are  able  to  give  but  a 
scanty  support  to  their  families.  Paul  says,  "  Ne- 
cessity is  laid  upon  me.  If  I  do  this  thing  willing- 
ly, I  have  a  reward,  but  if  against  my  will  a  dispen- 
sation of  the  gospel  is  committed  unto  me." 

In  order  that  the  church  abuse  not  her  privileges, 
she  is  under  solemn  obligations  to  look  after  this 
important  matter,  to  see  that  the  ministry  may 
have  a  support.  If  she  will  do  this  thing  willing- 
ly, there  is  a  rich  reward.  If  against 
there  is  no  reward.  The 
with  the  church,  both  lo 
give  encouragement  to 
need  it.  There  are  man 
who  need  encouragement. 

We  will  conclude  with  the  a 
thought  presented  in  the  last  ' 
under  my  body,  and  bring  it  i 
that  by  any  means,  when  I  hai 
ers,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway."  Here  Paul 
speaks  of  bringing  into  subjection  his  body  to 
keep  it  under,  lest,  after  having  preached  to  others, 
he  should  be  a  castaway.  This  teaches  us  always 
to  keep  free  from  temptation,  not  only  with  our- 
selves, but  to  avoid  that  which  would  prove  a 
temptation  to  others.  We  should  not  give  undue 
praise,  neither  should  we  do  that  which  would  be 
calculated  to  discourage  any  one,  or  greatly  hinder 
the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Jeffcrsonville,  III. 

"Trying  is  the  path  to  doing.  Fear  of  failing 
prevents  cowards  from  doing.  Many  who  accom- 
plish most,  frequently  make  mistakes.  Those  who 
make  no  mistakes  never  do  anything.  It  is  far 
better  to  try  and  fail  than  not  to  try.  The  indolent 
and  cowardly  are  sharp  critics  of  such  as  keep  try- 
ing, though  often  failing,  and  wax  eloquent  over 
mistakes,  but  have  no  eyes  to  observe  success," 


Tin  duty  is  remaining 
nd  general,  to  always 
ministers  who  may 
od,  faithful  brethren 

consideration  of  the 
•erse,  "But  I  keep 
nto  subjection:  lest 
/e  preached  to   oth- 
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Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  closed  his  meetings  at 
Huntington,  Ind.,  with  eleven  baptized  and  one  ap- 
plicant.   

Elsewhere  in  this  issue  Bro.  I.  H.  Crist  tells 
just  how  to  procure  a  tent  on  the  coming  Annual 
Meeting  ground. 

Seven  accessions  are  reported  at  Harlan,  Iowa, 
as  the  result  of  a  series  of  meetings  lately  held  by 
Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder. 


Bro.  S.  F.  Sanger,  of  Virginia,  preached  at  the 

— — -    Muuay.      »'i»    yrsit    was 

much  appreciated. 

Bko.  H.  C.  Early,  of  Virginia,  is  now  engaged 
in  a  series  of  meetings  in  Tennessee,  expecting  to 
remain  in  that  field  one  month. 


The  District  Meeting  for  N.  E.  Kansas  will  be 
held  with  the  Pleasant  Grove  church,  nine  miles 
southwest  of  Lawrence,  April  S. 


The  meetings  in  Roanoke,  Va.,  closed  with  four- 
teen baptized  and  two  applicants.  The  church  at 
that  place  seemed  greatly  refreshed. 


While  with  us,  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Mission  Board,  Bro.  Enoch  Eby  preached 
two  excellent  sermons,  that  were  greatly  appreciated. 

In  this  issue  Bro.  Jacob  A.  Garber  reports  thirty 
additions  to  the  church  in  Virginia;  seventeen  in 
the  Rock  Grove  congregation  and  thirteen  at  Green- 


Wh 


■ith 


thi: 


week  Bro.  Isaac  Frantz,  of 
Ohio,  delivered  several  instructive  sermons  in  the 
chapel.  Bro.  Frantz  is  spending  much  of  his  time 
among  the  churches  this  winter. 


After  the  close  of  his  meetings  in  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church.  Floyd  Co.,  Va.,  Bro.  Henry  Sheets 
held  a  few  meetings  in  the  White  Rock  church,  the 
same  County,  where  there  were  eleven  applicants 
for  baptism. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  bring  together  a  better  set 
of  topics  for  a  Ministerial  Meeting  than  are  found 
on  page  no  of  this  issue.  The  first  topic  is  a 
most  important  one,  and  should  be  discussed  in 
every  State  District. 


Bro.  J.  J.  Wassam,  of  Huntsville.  Ark.,  writes 
that  there  are  thirteen  members,  including  two 
deacons,  located  at  that  place  without  a  preacher. 
He  thinks  that  it  would  be  an  excellent  point  for  a 
minister  to  locate  and  build  up  a  church.  We  sug- 
gest that  some  of  our  energetic  ministers  correspond 
with  him.  Much  good  may  be  done  by  laboring  at 
these  isolated  points. 


We  had  the  pleasure  of  Bro.  I.  D.  Parker's  pres- 
ence a  few  days  this  week.     We  always  appreciate 


Those  who  have  recently  visited  the  Old  Peo- 
ple's Home  at  Booth,  Kans.,  speak  very  highly  of 
it  as  a  pleasant  dwelling  place  for  the  aged  poor. 


Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker  reports  nine  baptized 
and  a  number  of  applicants  at  the  old  Mississinewa 
church,  Ind.  Bro.  Dorsey  Hodgden  is  doing  the 
preaching.  

At  a  two  weeks'  meeting,  recently  held  at  the 
Mummert  House,  Upper  Conewago  church,  Adams 
Co.,  Pa.,  twenty-nine  were  added  to  the  church. 
The  meetings  were  held  by  Bro.  O.  V.  Long,  one  of 
the  home  ministers. 

We  are  just  in  receipt  of  a  card  from  the  wife 
of  Bro.  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  inform- 
ing us  that  her  husband  is  still  quite  sick,  but  his 
physician  thinks  he  is  slowly  improving.  It  will 
require  quite  a  while  for  him  to  fully  recover. 

A  very  enjoyable  prayer  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Old  Folks'  Home  here  last  Sunday  evening. 
Short  talks  were  delivered  by  brethren  Enoch 
Eby,  S.  R.  Zug,  S.  F.  Sanger  and  Isaac  Frantz. 
To  the  inmates,  as  well  as  others  present,  this  was 
a  very  interesting  feature  of  the  meeting. 


At  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  the  Brethren  have  Sunday 
school  and  two  preaching  services  every  Sunday. 
For  several  weeks  Bro.  N.  R.  Baker  has  been 
preaching  the  morning  sermon,  and  Bro.  James  M. 
Neff  has  been  occupying  the  Sunday  evenings  with 
a  series  of  doctrinal  sermons.  He  expects  to 
bctgin  a  series  of  meetings  Feb.  9,  and  soon  after 
that  elders  W.  R.  Deeter,  of  Indiana,  and  Daniel 
Dierdorff,  of  this  State,  who  have  been  appointed 
by  the  General  Mission    Board,  will   probably  visit 


WITH  THE  GENERAL  MISSION  BOARD. 

— The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
met  in  their  office  at  this  place  last  Monday,  Feb. 
10.  Present,  Enoch  Eby,  S.  R.  Zug,  S.  F.  Sanger, 
Isaac  Frantz,  Jos.  C.  Lahman  and  the  secretary, 
G.  B.  Royer.  Enrch  Eby  is  foreman  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  presides  over  the  body  with  grace  and 
fairness. 

—Through  (he  courtesy  of  the  committee  we  were 
permitted  to  listen  to  a  part  of  their  deliberations, 
and  were  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of 
their  work  and  the  far-reaching  results. 

—In  the  paragraph  form,  we  give  a  few  of  the  ob- 
servations made,  and  news  gathered,  during  the 
sessions  held  the  first  two  days. ' 

—The  meetings  are  opened  with  prayer,  prompt- 
ly at  8  A.  M.,  after  which  the  regular  work  begins. 

—It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Board  has  on 
hand  more  funds  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
different  fields  than  at  the  former  meeting.  The 
donations  for  the  foreign  work  seem  to  be  on  the 
increase.  This  speaks  well  for  the  interest  our  peo- 
ple are  taking  in  foreign  missions 

—Considerable  interest  is  given  to  the  Washing- 
ton mission,  and  the  outlook,  to  us,  seems  hopeful. 
We  may  have  more  to  say  of  this  later  on.  It  is 
difficult  to  determine  to  what  State  District  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  properly  belongs.  It  is  one  of 
the  questions  that  our  Annual  Meeting  may  be 
called  upon  to  decide. 

—Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  was  present  and  gave  the 
Board  some  account  of  his  work  in  the  Arkansas 
field.  He  speaks  hopefully  of  the  outlook  in  the 
South,  but  says  more  laborers  are  needed  to  fill  the 
many  calls  for  preaching.  He  has  much  to  say  in 
favor  of  tracts  as  an  aid  in  setting  our  claims  clear- 
ly before  the  people  at  new  points.  It  is  altogeth- 
er probable  that  the  real  worth  of  tracts  is  over- 
looked by  many  of  our  ministers. 


It  is  clear  that  we  are  greatly  in  need  of  men 

who  can  and  will  'surrender  everything,  and  give 
their  whole  time  and  all  their  energies  to  special 
work  in  new  fields. 

—Several  hours  were  spent  considering  the  va- 
rious phases  of  the  work  in  Chicago,  and  as  we 
must  close  these  notes  early  Wednesday  morning, 
before  the  subject  is  fully  disposed  of,  we  can  do 
no  more  than  here  state  that  the  Board  looks  upon 
this  as  one  of  the  very  important  points  needing 
more  than  ordinary  attention  and  encouragement. 
Sisters  Alice  Boone  and  Lizzie  Howe,  both  earnest 
workers  for  the  cause  of  religion,  as  well  as  the 
good  of  common  humanity,  were  present  and  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  their  Mission,  their  purposes 
and  plans.  This  is  the  first  time  that  it  has  been 
the  privilege  of  the  Board,  as  a  body,  to  look  into 
the  work  fully,  and  have  a  personal  knowledge  of 
its  character,  as  well  as  the  needs  of  the  Mission. 

— The  Committee  is  exceedingly  anxious  that  all 
the  enterprises  and  projects  calling  for  and  col- 
lecting money  from  the  Brotherhood  at  large,  be 
under  the  control  and  direction  of  either  the  Gen- 
eral Board  or  the  State  District  Boards.  In  this 
particular  the  judgment  of  the  Committee  deserves 
the  most  hearty  approval. 

— These  few  observations  and  reflections  oc- 
curred to  us  while  listening  to  the  deliberations  of 
the  Board  during  a  part  of  two  days  we  were  per- 
mitted to  be  present.  As  we  must  close  up  these 
columns  before  the  business  is  completed,  we  can 
now  say  no  more,  at  this  time.  There  is  much 
business  yet  before  the  Board. 

j.  h.  m. 

FILLING  THE  CUPS. 

Why  does  the  officiating  brother,  at  the  Communion  services, 
fill  each  cup  from  both  bottles?  I  have  even  seen  it  when 
««SL,  uuP  ....*  filled  f.0,,1  bum  Dottles  and  the  jug.  Would-one 
be  censured  for  not  observing  this  practice?  J.  F.  N. 

The  practice  of  our  Brethren  varies  in  different 
localities,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  custom,  one 
way  or  the  other,  only  as  a  matter  of  fitness,  and 
possibly  an  expediency  in  some  sections  of  the 
country.  Here  in  Northern  Illinois  the  practice 
varies.  Some  elders  fill  the  cups  from  both  bottles 
while  others  do  not.  As  it  is  not  a  matter  of  any 
moment  with  them  nobody  is  censured.  Personal- 
ly we  practice  sometimes  one  way  and  then  the 
other.  Our  preference  is  to  fill  each  cup  from  its 
separate  bottle  because  it  is  convenient  to  do  so. 
But  when  we  officiate  in  a  locality  where  people 
have  their  long-established  ideas  about  such  things, 
and  think  no  other  way  is  becoming,  we  conform  to 
their  ways  in  order  that  all  things  may  be  done  to 
the  edification  of  those  present.  But  we  have  nev- 
er filled  the  cups  from  the  jug,  nor  have  we  ever 
seen  it  done. 

But  while  one  way  may  answer  the  Lord's  pur- 
pose as  well  as  the  other,  we  need  to  be  careful  that 
we  do  not  exalt  a  custom  to  the  rank  of  a  symbol. 
If  the  idea  of  crossing  the  fruit  of  the  vine,  by  fill- 
ing the  cups  from  both  bottles,  is  to  symbolize 
something,  we  would  better  not  do  it,  for  we  do  not 
want  to  make  a  symbol  where  the  Master  of  the 
feast  never  intended  there  should  be  one. 

While  on  this  subject  we  wish  to  call  attention  to 
two  points  of  more  importance  than  crossing  or 
mixing  the  wine  in  the  cups.  We  first  refer  to  the 
importance  of  unfermented  wine  at  our  Commun- 
ions. Most  of  the  wine  on  the  market  is  more  or 
less  adulterated,  and  we  would  just  as  soon  think 
of  purchasing  the  Communion  bread  in  the  open 
market  as  to  purchase  the  wine  now  in  common 
use.  Besides,  that  which  is  intoxicating  may  prove 
a  temptation  to  not  a  few,  even  at  the  Communion, 
table,  and  we  should  certainly  not  set  before  breth- 
ren that  which  may  lead  them  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  In  these  days  so  many  people  know 
how  to  make  and  preserve  the  juice  of  the  grape  in 
its  unfermented  state,  that  there  is  now  no  good 
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reason  why  it  may  not  be  used 'on  all  Communion 
occasions. 

We  next  refer  to  the  fitness  of  things  at  the  Com- 
munion table.  To  sensitive  and  devout  people  it 
seems  very  inappropriate,  in  the  midst  of  the  servi- 
ces, to  see  the  one  officiating,  fill  the  bottles  from  a 
large  jug.  The  bottles  should  be  filled  before  they 
are  brought  to  and  placed  on  the  table.  In  fact  ev- 
erything connected  with  a  love  feast  service  should 
be  so  arranged  and  conducted  as  to  render  the  oc- 
casion as  impressive  and  spiritual  as  possible. 

J.  H.  M. 

JOHN'S  BAPTISM. 

f    Was  John's  baptism  Christian  baptism?  J.C.N. 

It  was  from  heaven.  We  cannot  understand 
why  the  Lord  should  have  sent  from  heaven  a 
form  that  was  not  Christian  baptism.  It  must  be 
admitted  on  every  hand  that  the  form  taught  by 
Jesus  in  the  commission,  Malt.  28:  19,  was  Chris- 
tian baptism,  and  that  it  also  came  from  heaven, 
that  is,  it  was  authorized  by  the  council  of  heaven. 
The  mode  introduced  by  John  must  have  been  the 
same,  or  we  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  admit- 
ting that  two  forms  of  baptism  were  sent  from 
heaven,  one  Christian  and  the  other  not. 

John's  baptism  was  for  the  Christian  dispensa- 
tion, and  for  that  dispensation  it  was  employed  in 
order  to  prepare  a  people  for  Christ.  It  was  the 
form  to  which  the  Savior  submitted  when  he 
was  baptized  by  his  forerunner  in  the  River  Jordan. 
The  apostles  were  baptized  in  the  same  manner, 
and  so  were  thousands  of  others  who  accepted 
Christ  as  the  Messiah.  Some  object  to  this  idea, 
on  the  ground  that  Jesus  could  not  have  consis- 
tently been  baptized  in  his  own  name,  as  required 
in  the  formula  of  baptism  given  in  tin 
Tfiis  objection  is  not  well  founded.  Asid 
that  of  the  father  there  was  no  greater  name  in 
heaven  or  on  the  earth  than  his.  If  God,  on  a  cer- 
tain occasion,  could  swear  by  himself  because  no 
greater  one  could  be  found,  most  assuredly  could 
the  Savior  have  been  baptized  in  his  own  name  for 
the  same  reason.  Any  man  of  legal  age,  in  this 
world,  has  a  right  to  do  business  in  his  own  name. 
It  should  be  strange  indeed  if  Jesus  be  not  accord- 
ed the  same  privilege.  Then  we  know  that  during 
his  ministry  miracles  were  performed  in  his  name, 

For  John  to  have  taught  one  baptism  and  Jesus 
another  would  have  resulted  in  confusion  among  ev- 
en those  who  accepted  Christ  as  the  promised 
Savior.  Thousands  would  have  said,  that  "  a  bap- 
tism that  is  good  enough  for  Jesus  and  his  chosen 
apostles  is  good  enough  for  me."  They  would 
have  maintained  that  if  John's  baptism  will  stand 
the  test  of  the  final  judgment  for  the  apostles,  it 
would  for  them  also.  They  would  have  pointed  to 
the  baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pentecost  as 
full  proof  of  the  validity  of  the  baptism,  taught 
and  administered  by  John,  for  those  who  were 
filled  by  the  Spirit  on  that  occasion  had  been  bap- 
tized by  the  prophet  of  the  wilderness.  The  above 
considerations,  and  others  that  we  need  not  name 
here,  lead  us  to  conclude  that  John  taught  and 
practiced  the  same  form  of  baptism  that  was  au- 
thorized by  Jesus. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that  while  John  baptized 
his  thousands,  yet  he  never  authorized  any  one  to 
administer  the  rite.  Those  few  who  traveled, 
preached,  and  baptized  on  what  they  claimed  to  be 
the  authority  of  John,  acted  without  authority; 
hence  their  work  was  illegal.  We  find  a  case  of 
this  kind  referred  to  in  Acts  19,  where  certa.n  pet- 
sons,  not  properly  instructed,  had  been  baptize 
unto  John's  baptism.  The  irregularity  was  such 
that  Paul  found  it  necessary  to  instruct  them 
aright  and  then  rebaptize  them.  We  account  for 
this  irregularity  on  the  ground  that  the  rite  had 
been  performed  by 


not  heard  enough  of  John's  preaching  to  form  a 
just  conception  of  his  teachings.  For  this  reason 
the  apostles  may  have  found  a  good  deal  of  work 
that  had  to  be  done  over.  Even  the  humble  and 
devout  Aquila  and  Priscilla  found  it  necessary  to 
quietly  take  unto  themselves  the  gifted  and  elo- 
quent Apollos,  and  "  expound  unto  him  the  way  of 
Gbd  more  perfectly."     Arts  18:  26.  j.  11.  m. 


SISTERS  PRAYINQ. 


sponsible  person  who  had 


I  have  heard  members  above  three  score  years  old  say,  that  as 
far  back  as  they  can  remember,  at  every  love  tcast  at  the  ex- 
amination services  the  sisters  were  invited  to  use  their  liberty 
in  public  prayer,  but  never  heard  any  respond.  Wily  is  it  that 
the  sisters  so  rarely  use  their  liberties?  and  why  is  this  special 
invitation  given  at  that  time  and  so  rarely  on  other  occasions? 
J.  K.  N. 

We  have  frequently  heard  sisters  respond  to  the 
liberty  given  on  the  occasion  referred  Jo.  And  yet 
we  regret  that  our  sisters  do  not,  at  the  examination 
services,  exercise  more  in  prayer  than  they  have 
been  doing.  The  fault,  however,  is  not  theirs. 
They  are  not  to  be  censured  for  their  seeming  in- 
difference. The  same  liberty  is  extended  to  the 
brethren,  and  they  accept  the  invitation  even  less 
than  do  the  sisters.  Let  us  now  look  for  some  of  the 
reasons  for  this: 

1.  At  too  many  feasts  the  invitation  is  extended 
in  rather  an  indifferent  manner.  There  is  nothing 
about  it  to  impress  or  inspire.  The  liberty  should 
be  given  in  a  way  that  will  make  the  sisters,  and 
brethren  not  in  the  ministry,  feel  that  it  is  meant. 

2.  When  we  kneel  and  one  prayer  is  offered  some 
one  often  follows  up  so  closely  with  the  second 
prayer,  and  frequently  with  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
that  a  sister  has  no  opportunity  to  pray  without 
seeming  to  be  unduly  hasty  about  commencing. 

3.  Then,  considering  the  little  training  our  sisters 
and  others  have  had  in  public  prayer,  we  often  ex- 
pect too  much  of  them.  Give  our  ministers  as  lit- 
tle training  and  they  would  do  no  better. 

4.  But  back  of  all  this  is  the  main  obstacle.  We 
do  not  teach  the  laity  to  pray.  Both  John  the 
Baptist  and  the  Savior  taught  their  disciples  to 
pray,  and  it  occurs  to  us  that  we  ought  also  to 
teach  our  members  to  pray  in  public  as  well  as  in 
private.  The  way  to  learn  to  pray  is  to  pray. 
Give  our  laity  an  opportunity  to  pray  and  they  will 
soon  learn.  We  have  done  some  work  along  that 
line  and  know  that  it  will  result  in  good.  To  begin 
with,  there  ought  to  be  a  prayer-meeting  in  every 
church,  and  the  leaders  should  be  appointed  from 
among  the  laity.  These  leaders  should  be  encour- 
aged to  exercise  in  either  the  opening  or  closing 
prayer,  then  they  should  be  instructed  not  to  call 
on  the  preacher  to  lead  in  prayer.  If  any  are  to  be 
called  on  let  the  privilege  be  given  to  those  of  the 
laity.  Our  preachers  and  housekeepers  should  at- 
tend these  meetings  and  notice  the  development  of 
the  members  in  the  gift  of  prayer,  and  at  our  public 
meetings,  especially  at  the  close,  call  on  some  of 
the  laity,  both  among  the  brethren  and  sisters,  to 
lead  in  prayer.  Do  this  in  all  of  our  churches  and 
the  laity  will  soon  become  as  proficient  in  public 
prayer  as  our  ministers.  We  will  then  have  less  so- 
called  stereotyped  prayers.  Then,  when  the  liberty 
is  extended  for  sisters  to  exercise  in  prayer,  at  our 
examination  services,  they  will  not  be  slow  about 
calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

We  further  suggest  that  when  those  of  the  laity 
do  engage  in  prayer  at  any  of  our  public  services, 
we  do  not  indulge  in  careless  remarks  about 
their  efforts.  Any  child  of  God  has  a  right  to  pray, 
and  ought  to  be  encouraged  in  the  good  work. 
But  should  there  now  and  then  be  one  who  exercis- 
es so  often  as  to  seemingly  monopolize  the  time 
with  his  many,  or  long  prayers,  let  him,  by  some 
prudent  member,  be  wisely  admonished,  and  there 
will  be  no  occasion  for  any  slight  or  discouraging 
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This  was  our 
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EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Seven. 

BOMBAY,— THE  TOWERS  OF  SILENCE. 

The  traveler  who  comes  to  Bombay  for  the  first 
time  is  sure  to  be  surprised!  He  has  read  of  the 
city  and  knows  that  not  far  from  a  million  souls 
dwell  within  its  borders,  and  that  in  some  respects 
it  equals  some  of  the  more  pretentious  capitals  of 
Europe  and  the  United  States.  But  somehow  in 
his  mind  he  associates  Bombay  with  India  and  In- 
dia with  heathendom,  and  he  is  not  prepared  for 
the  fine  modem  city,  more  English  than  Oriental, 
i  upon  landing  from  the  steamer, 
experience.  We  had  in  mind  the 
nud  huts  of  the  natives  of  which  we 
ad,  and  of  the  lack  of  civilization 
among  the  people,  so  largely  dwelt  upon  by  imagi- 
native writers,  that  we  were  not  prepared  for  what 
wc  saw.  We  landed  on  a  handsomely  constructed 
stone  pier,  with  custom-house  arrangements  almost 
perfect  and  much  more  convenient  than  we  have  in 
New  York.  The  native  officers  speak  English 
fluently,  and  arc  polite  and  accommodating.  In  a 
very  short  time  we  are  through  the  customs,  and 
on  our  way  to  our  hotel.  We  pass  through  broad, 
shaded  avenues  and  streets  with  handsome  build- 
ings on  cither  side,  and  with  a  street  railway  sys- 
tem equal  to  the  best  at  home,  for  it  is  owned  and 
operated  by  an  American  company.  Then  there 
arc  beautiful  architectural  designs  in  which  is  found 
a  pleasant  mixture  of  the  Swiss  and  Hindoo  style. 
Among  the  larger  buildings  are  the  magnificent 
railway  station,  the  pride  of  India,  and  well  it  may 
be;  for  one  sees  nothing  to  excel  it  cither  at  home 
or  abroad,  the  University,  with  its  great  clock  tow- 
er, the  courts  of  justice,  the  town  hall,  the  General 
1'ost  OnTce,  the  government  DUiramgs,  am,  01 
of  other  structures  with  a  happy  blending  of  differ- 
ent styles  of  architecture.  Revisiting  India  after 
many  years'  absence,  Sir  Edwin  Arnold  said,  "  I 
left  Bombay  a  town  of  warehouses  and  offices;  I 
find  her  a  city  of  parks  and  palaces."  This  of 
the  New  Bombay,  for  there  is  the  older  native  city 
where  the  tide  of  "  Asiatic  humanity  ebbs  and 
flows  "  day  by  day,  which  we  hope  to  visit  and  de- 
scribe in  another  letter. 

Bombay,  as  already  intimated,  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  nearly  a  million,  and  these  are  divided  as 
to  religious  belief  about  as  follows, 
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Hindus 560,000        Christians, . . 

Mohammedans 60,000        Jains 

Parsees 50,000       Jews 6,000 

The  rest  of  the  population  is  divided  among 
Buddhists,  Brahmins  and  smaller  subdivisions  of 
the  Indian  family.  Placing  the  population  in  round 
numbers  at  one  million  it  will  be  noticed  that  only 
one  in  twenty  are  set  down  as  Christians,  and  many 
of  these,  we  are  told  by  the  missionaries,  are  only 
so  in  name.  How  apparent  it  is  from  these  facts 
that  but  little  has  as  yet  been  done  toward  the  con- 
version of  this  great  gateway,  to  India,  and  that 
many  years  must  elapse  before  the  three  hundred 
million  heathen  in  this  land  will  accept  the  "  Light 
of  the  World  "  as  their  Savior! 

As  a  rule,  one  is  apt  to  speak  first  of  what  im- 
presses him  most,  and  in  this  letter  we  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  most  impressed  us  in  Bombay,— the 
people  known  as  the  Parsees.  It  is  always  difficult 
to  write  of  a  people  with  whom  we  have  but  slight 
acquaintance,  and  especially  is  this  true  when  the 
writer  is  wholly  unacquainted  with  their  language. 
Generalizing  from  a  few  facts  is  not  safe.  It  does 
well  enough  when  it  hits  the  truth,  but  it  so  often 
misses  that  the  careful  writer  hesitates  to  use  it  too 
freely.  In  the  case  of  the  Parsees,  fortunately  for 
us,  they  speak  English  fluently  and  are  always 
ready  to  speak  of  their  belief.  Then  we  have  had 
some  opportunity  to  study  their  peculiar  doctrine, 
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having  read  years   ago   the   Sacred  Books   of  the 
East. 

Among  the  various  classes  of  native  people,  one 
meets  on  the  streets  of  Bombay,  the  Parsees  are  by 
all  odds  the  most  interesting.  They  dress  better, 
are  better  educated,  are  well  to  do,  many  of  them 
being  very  wealthy,  speak  English  fluently,  and  it 
may  be  said  that  they  are  the  peers  of  any  class  in 
India.  The  men  wear  white  clothes,  made  some- 
what after  the  prevailing  European  styles,  over 
which  is  put  on  the  Sadora,  or  sacred  shirt,  of  white 
cotton  gauze.  The  head  is  covered  with  a  peculiar 
shaped  stiff  hat,  or  cap,  without  brim,  or  rim. 
The  women  are  dressed  in  flowing  robes,  with  the 
bright  colored  sari,  a  strip  of  cloth  a  yard  wide  and 
six  yards  long,  thrown  over  the  head  and  shoulders. 
These  are  of  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  with 
rose,  saffron,  olive,  seagreen,  and  sapphire,  and 
many  other  bright  tints  added.  A  group  of  Parsee 
ladies  presents  a  gorgeous  picture  on  the  streets. 
Their  glossy,  black  hair,  literally  as  black  as  the 
raven's  wing,  covered  in  part  with  a  close  fitting 
white  cap,  their  fair  complexion, — they  are  as 
white  as  many  of  the  Caucasian  race, — and  their 
finely-cut  features,  make  them  a  handsome  people. 

The  Parsees  formerly  inhabited  Persia,  and  are  the 
modern  followers  of  Zoroaster.  They  are  common- 
ly known  as  fire  worshipers  and  hold  to  one  of  the 
ancient  religions  that  has  come  down  to  modern 
times.  The  Zend-Avesta,  their  sacred  book,  is 
traced  back  to  600  B.  C,  and  Zoroaster  is  believed 
to  have  lived  about  the  same  time  that  Moses  led 
the  Israelites  out  of  Egypt.  His  followers  hold 
the  four  elements,  fire,  air,  earth  and  water  sacred, 
but  fire  is  the  most  sacred  of  all.  The  sacred  "  fire 
is  never  to  be  allowed  to  go  out.  Its  altar  must  be 
kept  pure;  it  is  a  heinous  sin  to  pollute  the  sacred 
element  in  any  way  whatever."  Everything  good 
-i*  iu  De  worsnipea  and  prayers  are  offered  to  hu- 
man souls,  animals,  vegetables,  springs  of  water, 
rivers,  mountains,  the  earth,  the  sun,  the  sky,  the 
moon  and  stars,  and  others  without  number.  Evil 
prevails,  but  finally  it  shall  be  overcome  and  slain. 
"Then  comes  the  perpetuation  of  life.  The  fair 
creation  that  had  been  slain  by  the  fiend  revives; 
The  good  live  in  a  renovated  world;  and  everlast- 
ing joy  prevails." 

When  the  Persian  Empire  was  overthrown  by  the 
Saracens,  A.  D.  650,  the  Zoroastrians  were  perse- 
cuted and  a  number  of  them  fled  to  India  where 
they  found  protection,  but  were  more  or  less  perse- 
cuted until  the  English  occupation.  The  British 
government  protects  alike  all  religions.  It  may  be 
stated  as  a  curious  fact  that  the  Queen  of  England 
has  more  Mohammedan  subjects  than  the  Sultan 
of  Turkey.  The  fire  worshipers  number  now 
about  sixty  thousand  and  form  an  important  factor 
in  Bombay. 

THE  TOWERS  OF  SILENCE. 

The  Parsees'  belief  that  fire  and  the  earth  are  sa. 
cred  elements,  leads  them  to  a  peculiar  method  of 
disposmg  of  their  dead.  As  soon  as  the  spirit  has 
fled,  the  body  is  considered  to  be  very  unclean  so 
unclean,  indeed,  that  to  burn  it  would  render 'the 
e,  and  to  bury  it  would  pollute  the  earth 
efore  expose  the  bodies  of  their  dead  to 
be  devoured  by  birds  of  prey.  To  us  the  very 
thought  seemed  disgusting,  even  horrible,  but  long 
usage  makes  it  seem  all  right  to  the  Parsees. 

In  the  environs  of  Bombay  is  an  eminence  called 
Malabar  Hill,  on  the  highest  point  of  which  are  the 
Towers  of  Silence,  on  which  the  dead  are  laid  to  be 
destroyed  by  vultures.  In  company  with  Bro 
Stover  and  Miss  Carroll  we  visited  the  place 
While  we  waited  at  the  entrance  a  funeral  arrived 
The  dead  was  laid  upon  a  stretcher  and  covered 
with  a  white  cloth,  and  borne  on  the  shoulders  of 
four  men,  known  as  the  "  carriers  of  the  dead  " 
the.r  sole  business  in  life  being  their  present  occu- 


They  the 


pation.  After  the  bier  came  a  number  of  Parsee 
men,  all  dressed  in  white,  walking  in  procession, 
each  pair  holding  a  white  handkerchief  between 
them.  A  flight  of  eighty  stone  steps  ascends  the 
hilltop.  As  the  procession  slowly  wended  its  way 
upward,  the  vultures,  anticipating  their  horrid 
feast,  flapped  their  broad  wings  and  sailed  over- 
head. The  body  was  taken  to  one  of  the  towers 
and  laid  on  the  iron  grating  prepared  for  it.  The 
procession  turned  away  to  worship  at  the  fire  tem- 
ple near  by,  and  the  vultures  began  their  work.  In 
half  an  hour  it  was  done,  and  the  bones,  entirely  bare, 
are  left  to  lie  in  the  sun  a  few  days,  when  the  "  car- 
riers "  with  gloved  hands  take  iron  tongues  and 
throw  the  bones  into  the  deep  well  in  the  center  of 
the  tower.  The  carriers  are  a  peculiar  class  and  are 
unclean  and  do  not  mix  with  other  Parsees  in 
social  intercourse.  After  touching  the  bones  even 
with  iron  t»ngues  they  must  purify  themselves  and 
cast  away  their  garments. 

We  were  not  allowed  to  enter  the  place  until  the 
procession  came  out.  The  Parsees  do  not  want  the 
shadow  of  an  unbeliever  in  their  religion  to  fall  up- 
on their  dead.  At  the  upper  gateway  we  were  met 
by  an  attendant  who  walked  with  us  about  the 
grounds.  We  found  beautiful  gardens  full  of  flow- 
ers, with  shaded  walks,  and  quiet  retreats,  and  pleas- 
ant nooks  where  one  might  sit  in  quiet  solitude  and 
meditate  without  asingle  reminder  of  the  close  prox- 
imity of  the  grim  towers.  Coming  to  within  thirty 
feet  of  the  largest  tower  the  attendant  stopped  and 
said,  "  No  one  goes  nearer  except  the  carriers  of  the 
dead."  We  learned  that  the  largest  tower  is  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  feet  in  diameter  and  thirty  feet 
high.  Eight  feet  from  the  ground  is  a  doorway,  to 
which  the  carriers  ascend  by  a  flight  of  steps,  and 
then  go  to  the  top  by  the  same  means  on  the  in 
On  the  edge  of  the  wall  of  the  tower  were  a 
vultures  resting  in  expectancy 
of  the  next  procession,  while  at  least  a  hundred  of 
these  same  foul  birds  of  prey  were  perched  on  the 
tops  of  the  palm  and  tamarind  trees,  within  the  en- 
closures. We  turned  away  from  the  sight  with  a 
sickened  feeling,  and  went  toward  the  fire  temple. 
We  were  not  allowed  to  enter,  but  could  see  the  in- 
ner altar  upon  which  the  sacred  fire  was  burning, 
—the  fire  which  every  faithful  Parsee  believes  was 
brought  down  from  heaven  by  Zoroaster  himself. 
It  is  watched  day  and  night  by  priests,  and  is  fed 
with  sandal  wood. 

Without  entering  too  far  into  details  it  may  be 
said  that  a  model  of  the  towers  was  shown  us. 
Separate  spaces  are  assigned  for  men,  women,  and 
The  well  in  the  center,  into  which  the 
i  connected  by  drains  with  four 
gh  these  the  rain-water  collect-- 
ed  in  the  center,  escapes,  and  passing  through 
charcoal,  becomes  disinfected  before  it  runs  into 
the  sea.  The  bones  rapidly  crumble  to  dust,  and 
are  thus  washed  away. 

Just  before  we  entered  the  grounds  in  which 
stand  the  towers,  grim,  gloomy,  and  silent,  there 
came  a  carriage  in  which  there  were  two  Parsee 
women.  They  came  by  where  we  were  sitting,  and 
the  broken  sobs  spoke  of  a  broken-hearted  wife  or 
mother  who  had  come  to  weep  in  the  solitude  for 
the  loved  and  the  lost.  We  could  not  keep  back 
the  thought  that  there  must  be  but  little  consola- 
tion to  come  to  a  place  like  this  to  weep,  and  we 
were  not  surprised  to  learn  that  the  Parsee  women 
very  rarely  indeed  come  to  the  silent  towers  to 
shed  tears.  In  our  beautiful  cemeteries  we  can  sit 
by  the  graves  of  our  sainted  dead,  and  while  we 
weep,  we  have  the  glad  consolation  that  Jesus,  our 
Savior,  was  laid  in  the  tomb,  that  he  burst  the  bars 
of  death,  and  came  forth  victorious  over  death  and 
the  grave;  and   that  we,  with  our  sleeping  dead 


score  or  more  hu 


child 

bones  are  thrown 

outer  wells.     Thr 


that  of  horror  can  the  Parsee  wife  or  mother  feel 
in  the  presence  of  these  gloomy  towers  where 
their  loved  ones  are  torn  by  foul  birds  of  prey? 
Dismissing  the  subject  we  thank  God  for  the  hu- 
manizing influences  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 

d.  L.  M. 


~-«*  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY*— 

ALONE  WITH  THEE. 

Into  my  closet,  fleeing  as  the  dove 

Doth  homeward  flee, 
I  haste  away  to  ponder  o'er  Tby  love. 

Alone  with  Thee. 
In  the  dim  woods,  by  human  ear  unheard. 

Joyous  and  free, 
Lord,  I  adore  Thee,  feasting  on  Thy  Word, 

Alone  with  Thee. 
Amid  the  busy  city,  thronged  aud  gay, 

But  One  I  see; 
Tasting  sweet  peace  as  unobserved  I  pray. 

Alone  with  Thee. 


Oh, 


—life  hid  with  Christ  in  God, 
So  making  me, 

me,  and  by  the  wayside,  and  abroad, 
Alone  with  Thee, 

— Elizabetft  Prentiss. 


"JAMIE'S  SILLER." 

A  gentleman  going  through  a  crowded  part  of 
the  City  of  Glasgow,  noticed  a  pale-faced  little 
bootblack  waiting  for  hire.  Touched  by  the  deli- 
cate look  of  the  child,  he  thought  he  wouid  give 
him  the  job  of  blacking  his  boots.  Accordingly  he 
gave  the  little  fellow  the  signal.  The  boy  at  once 
crept  lamely  toward  the  gentleman,  but  as  he 
pulled  himself  along,  he  was  supplanted  by  another 
little  bootblack,  who  was  immediately  at  the  gen- 
tleman's feet  and  ready  to  begin. 

"What's  this  for?"  said  the  gentleman  to  the 
intruder,  somewhat  angrily. 

"It's  a'  richt,"  said  the  newcomer  brightly. 
"Jamie's  jist  a  wee  while  oot  o'  the  hospital,  and 
the  rest  o'  us  take  turns  aboot  o'  brushin'  for  him." 

Jamie  smiled  pleasantly  by  way  of  assuring  the 
gentleman  that  his  comrade's  story  was  true. 

The  gentleman  was  so  gratified  by  this  act  of 
brotherly  kindness  that  he  gave  Jamie's  friend  a 
whole  shilling,  for  his  work,  telling  him  to  give 
sixpence  to  Jamie  and  keep  the  other  sixpence 
himself. 

"Na,  na,  sir,"  quickly  replied  the  little  hero, 
giving  the  shilling  to  Jamie  and  hurrying  from  the 
spot, — "  na,  na,  sir;  nane  o'  us  ever  taks  ony  o'  Ja- 
mie's siller." 

Such  a  spirit  as  this  among  grown  people  would 
contrast  wonderfully  with  the  mean,  grasping  cov- 
etousness,  which  takes  advantage  of  sickness,  pov- 
erty and  need,  and  thrusts  aside  the  poor  and 
weak  that  the  rich  may  grow  richer  and  still  more 
penurious. 


shall  come  forth  in  like  .... 

rection  morning  with  a  glorified  body,  and  so  dwell 

with   the   Lord  forever.     But  what  sentiment  but 


A  COTTAQE  FOR  A  WIDOW. 

I  remember  a  man  who  enlisted   in   our  war  and 
left  a  wife  and  two  children,  and  the  wife  was  not 
in  good  health.     One  cold  day  in  November,  in  the 
first  year  of  war,  news  came  that  he  was  shot  in  bat- 
tle, and  the  mother  was  in  great  sorrow.     Soon  aft- 
er the  landlord  came  around  after  his   rent  and  she 
told  him  her  trouble,  and  said  she  would  not  be 
able  to  pay  the  rent  so  regularly  as  before,  as  she. 
had  only  her  needle  by  which   she  could  obtain  a. 
livelihood;    sewing  machines  were  just  coming  in 
then,  but  as  she  could  not  buy  one  she  had  a  very 
poor  chance.     The  man  was  a  heartless  wretch  and 
he  said  that  if  she  did  not  pay  the  rent  regularly  he 
would  turn  her  out.    After  he  went  away  the  moth- 
began  to  weep.     Her  little  child,  not  quite  five, 
came  up  to  her  and  said: 
"  Mamma,  is  God  very  rich?  " 
"Yes,  my  child." 
"  Can't  God  take  care  of  us?  " 
"Yes." 

"  Then  what  makes  you  cry?     Mayn't  I  go  and 
ask  him?"  s 
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The  mother  said  she  might,  if  she  liked.  The 
little  child  knelt  at  her  cradle  bed,  where  the  moth- 
er taught  her  to  pray,  and  the  mother  said  the 
child  never  looked  so  sweet.  She  stood  weeping 
over  her  misfortunes,  and  the  child  knelt  and  said: 

"  O  Lord,  you  have  given  and  taken  away  my 
dear  father,  and  the  landlord  says  he  will  turn  us 
out-of-doors,  and  my  mamma  has  no  money. 
Won't  you  lend  us  a  little  house  to  live  in? " 

And  then  she  came  out  to  her  mother  and  said: 
"  Mamma,  don't  weep,  Jesus  will  take  care  of  us;  I 
know  he  will,  for  I  have  asked  him." 

It  is  upwards  of  twenty  years  and  that  mother 
has  never  paid  any  rent  from  that  day  to  this.  A 
beautiful  cottage  was  provided  for  her  and  her  two 
children,  and  she  has  lived  there  without  paying 
any  rent.  When  the  fire  swept  over  Chicago  and 
burnt  up  her  house  a  second  little  home  was  put  up 
for  her,  and  there  she  is. — The  Bible  Reader. 
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HOLDING  UP  THE  PROPHET'S  HANDS. 

BY  NANNIE  BLAIN  UNDERHILL. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  illustrations  in  Scrip- 
ture is  that  of  the  faithful  helpers,  standing  on  the 
hill  with  their  leader,  and  holding  up  his  weary 
hands  until  the  sun  was  gone  down,  and  the  con- 
flict ended.  One  of  the  most  comforting  assur- 
ances in  life  is  the  knowledge  that  One  is  always 
with  us,  ready  to  help  and  uphold  in  every  time 
of  need.  How  it  cheers  the  tired  parent's  heart 
when  a  little  child  says,  "  I  will  help  you,  mamma. 
You  may  go  and  play  while  I  do  the  work." 

There  are  many  weary  bodies  and  heavy  hands 
and  tired  hearts  among  us  to-day,  who  need  en- 
couragement and  help.  The  man  whom  God  has 
chosen  to  be  his  mouthpiece,  to  proclaim  his 
blessed  truths  to  the  children  of  men  needs  help 
and  encouragement.  When  the  children  of  Israel 
g'Aimbled  about  their  trials  and  found  fault  with 
their  faithful  leader,  God  was  not  pleased  with 
them.  He  counted  their  murmurings  as  against 
himself.  Even  so  will  our  Lord  do  in  the  last  day, 
when  he  gathers  all  nations  together,  separating 
the  good  from  the  evil,  the  just  from  the  unjust, 
the  righteous  from  the  wicked,  the  sheep  from  the 
goats.  He  will  consider  our  actions  as  done  to 
himself.  He  will  say  to  the  righteous,  "  I  was  an 
hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat:  I  was  thirsty,  and 
ye  gave  me  drink:  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took 
me  in;  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me;  I  was  sick,  and 
ye  visited  me:  I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto 
me."  To  the  unrighteous  he  will  say  the  opposite. 
Shall  we  be  among  those  whom  he  will  commend 
as  having  done  good  to  his  dear,  faithful  ones 
upon  earth,  or  shall  we  be  found  among  the  goats, 
who,  instead  of  helping,  are  always  ready  to  find 
fault,  to  grumble  about  the  methods  employed, 
to  enviously  accuse  our  leaders  of  unfaithfulness, 
to  make  unkind  and  insinuating  remarks  about 
them,  to  be  a  dead-weight  and  drawback  instead 
of  a  cheerful,  comforting  helper  in  the  Lord's 
work?  Our  dear  Savior  says,  "  Bear  ye  one  an- 
other's burdens."  How  sweet,  yea,  what  a  blessed 
privilege  it  is,  to  be  thus  permitted  to  show  kind- 
ness to  those  whom  God  loves,  and  delights  to 
honor!  Truly  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive.  The  bliss  that  a  cheerful  giver,— a  willing 
helper— feels  all  the  time,  can  never  be  realized  by 
the  selfish  soul. 

When  those  faithful  men,  of  so  long  ago,  stood 
with  Moses  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  held  up 
his  hands,  that  the  army  of  the  Lord  might  be  so 
encouraged  as  to  prevail  and  conquer,  they  oc- 
cupied a  place  of  honor  which  time  can  never 
obliterate.  Although  three  thousand  years  have 
passed  and  gone  since  their  kindness  was  shown, 
the  record  of  their  helpfulness  shines  out  as  bright- 
ly and  beautifully  as  it  did  then.  Ah,  that  we  al- 
so might  engrave  our  names  in  places  of  honor 
where  eternity  would  find  them  in  all  their  beauty. 
Even  so  we  may.  If  we  would  write  our  names 
Or  characters  on  men's  hearts  by  means  of  kindly 
help  and  encouragement,  they  would  gl 
a  radiance   more   beautiful  than    gold    or 
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How  ought  we  to  love  and  honor  the  faithful 
shepherds  and  teachers  whom  God  has  placed 
over  us,  to  guide  our  footsteps  in  the  path  of  right- 
eousness and  peace!  They  watch  for  our  souls. 
They  labor  for  our  salvation.  They  patiently  wait, 
and  humbly  endure  for  us,  many  a  hardship,  while 
we  go  on,  working,  planning  and  saving,— for  self. 
When  the  foe  of  God's  dear  children 

Sought  to  slay  them,  long  ago; 
God  sent  Moses  to  be  with  them,— 

Lead  and  guide  them  safely  through. 
When  the  prophet's  hands  grew  heavy; 

When  the  weary  frame  grew  faint; 
Did  any  one  try  to  help  him,— 

Was  he  the  only  saint? 
When  he,  the  dear  Lord's  servant, 

Stood  bravely  before  the  host; 
Upholding  the  good  and  perfect, 
Lest  the  cause  of  God  be  lost- 
Stood  there  on  blessed  hilltop,— 

Did  they  make  him  stand  alone? 

Ah,  no!    Others,  kind  and  willing, 

Felt  this  cause  to  be  their  own. 

Placed  him  on  a  good  foundation; 

And  they  stood  on  either  side: 
They  ufllield\s\m  in  his  station; 

They'd  have  been  as/tamed  to  chide. 
So  all  through  the  raging  conflict, 

They  upheld  the  prophet's  hands; 
And  God  blessed  their  humble  efforts 

Who  regarded  His  commands. 
"  Bear  ye  one  another's  burdens," 
So  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ; 
Help  the  faithful  Gospel  teachers  — 

Words  alone  will  not  suffice. 

Let  your  actions  tell  for  Jesus, — 

For  His  cause,  Oh,  freely  give; 

For  ye  have  received  so  freely, — 

Blessed  cause !    Forever  livel 
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The  Kansas  City  Mission. 

Since  our  series  of  meetings  the  building,  which 
we  used  for  the  past  two  years,  has  been  sold  and 
moved.  We  now  have  succeeded  in  getting  a 
place  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  building,  in 
which  meetings  will  be  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Sunday  of  each  month  at  11  A.  M.,  and  7:  30  P.  M. 
We  have  Sunday  school  each  Sunday  at  10  o'clock, 
under  the  leadership  of  brethren  Daniel  Sell  and 
Win.  Garber.  To  reach  place  of  meeting  take  the 
Elevated  Railway  at  Union  Depot  and  stop  at 
Riverview  Station.  Those  coming  on  Metropolitan 
line  should  stop  at  the  same  place.  The  place  of 
meeting  is  quite  near.  The  spiritual  prospect  in 
the  city  is  quite  hopeful.  The  rent  of  the  room  is 
quite  a  tax  on  the  little  band,  but  we  are  in  hopes 
of  getting  a  house  of  our  own,  and  having  a  faith- 
ful minister  located  there  in  the  future.  Those 
having  friends  in  the  city  will  please  notify  them  of 
the  change  of  meeting  place.  Please  give  me  the 
addresses  of  any  who  you  think  would  be  benefit- 
ed by  a  visit,  and  I  will  try  to  see  them. 

I.  H.  Crist. 

Gardner,  Kans.,  Jan.  30. 


From  Atchison,  Kans. 


Of  the  four  visits  to  the  State  Prison,  authorized 
by  the  Mission  Board  of  Northeastern  Kansas, 
since  the  last  District  Meeting,  each  visit  was  at- 
tended with  baptism  except  one,  which  I  made  yes- 
terday, Jan.  Jl.  I,  however,  found  all  the  Brethren 
there  cheerful  and  growing  wonderfully  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord,  and  in  favor  with  those 
under  whose  charge  they  are  kept.  The  rules  per- 
mit the  same  visitors  to  enter  once  in  three  months 
only,  but  the  Warden  gave  me  a  grant  to  come  in 
at  my  own  chosen  time  once  each  month,  and  I  was 
indulged  by  him  yesterday  in  having  five  persons 
called  from  their  several  respective  places  of  labor, 


to  attend  my  visit  for  any  required  length  of  time, 
from  9  A.  M.  to  4  P.  M. 

I  also  found  the  Atchison  Mission  post  in  a  very 
hopeful  condition.  That  opening  is  locally  guard- 
ed and  cherished  by  Bro.  L.  S.  Smith,  who  is 
known  and  respected  by  many  prominent  citizens 
for  his  deeply  pious  life  and  every-day  sameness 
for  now  many  years'  stay  in  Atchison  and  vicinity. 
He  is  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  but  draws  abun- 
dantly from  an  Unseen  Source  to  bear  a  large  bur- 
den, to  carry  a  week  of  meetings  once  a  month,  so 
long  as  he  can  be  provided  with  a  preacher. 

C.  C.  Root. 

Ozawkic,  Kans.,  Feb.  I. 


From  Parsons,  Kans. 


The  Brethren  at  this  place  feel  very  much  re- 
vived by  the  meetings  recently  held  here  by  Bro.  W. 
B.  Sell.  We  have  a  membership  of  thirty-eight 
members, — most  of  them  young.  It  is  our  greatest 
desire  to  see  the  cause  of  Christ  move  on.  We  think 
social  meetings  are  a  great  help  in  this  direction,  es- 
pecially in  congregations  where  they  have  no  resi- 
dent minister.  Many  of  the  young  members  say,  the 
social  meeting  is  the  means  that  has  kept  them  from 
drifting  away.  At  our  last  social  meeting  we  were 
considering  the  condition  of  our  District  missionary 
cause.  The  treasurer,  Bro.  Samuel  Cornelius,  re- 
ported that  our  missionary  funds  have  been  exhaust- 
ed long  ago.  Calls  are  coming  in,  one  after  another, 
saying,  "  Shall  we  go  and  preach,  or  must  we  let 
the  cause  of  Christ  go  down?"  We  realize  that 
something  must  be  clone.  We  have  adopted  a  plan 
that  I  am  sure  would  help  the  cause  wonderfully,  if 
we  could  induce  others  in  the  District  to  do  like- 
wise. We  decided  to  deny  ourselves  of  a  few  lux- 
uries of  living,  so  that  each  of  us  might  give  five 
cents  a  week  to  the  missionary  cause.  Our  first 
collection  amounted  to  S5.95.  Many  of  our  Breth- 
ren htwo  plenty  of  this  world' c  goods,  and  hy  a  lit- 
tle effort  our  empty  treasury  could  soon  be  replen- 
ished, and  many  be  made  to  rejoice  in  Christ. 

Samuel.  Ullery. 

Feb.  2.  ________ 

From  Bronderslev,  Denmark. 

The  first  week  in  this  new  year  Bro.  C.  Eskild- 
sen,  in  company  with  the  writer,  held  meetings 
days  and  evenings  at  several  places  in  the  country. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended  by  attentive  hear- 
ers, and  we  felt  the  Lord  was  in  the  meetings  with 
his  spirit,  blessing  both  the  speakers  and  the  hear- 
ers. We  feel  sure  this  Gospel  work  is  not  in  vain. 
We  had  long,  tiresome  walks  from  place  to  place, 
and  even  till  late  in  the  night,  in  snow  and  rain. 
Often  we  were  wet,  cold  and  tired  all  through, 
and,  on  reaching  a  place  at  about  twelve  in  the 
night,  had  to  go  to  rest  in  a  cold,  damp  room.  Put- 
ting on  the  wet  clothes  next  morning,  we  had  to 
start  again  on  our  work  for  our  blessed  Lord  and 
Master,  not  complaining,  but  praising  God  our  Fa- 
ther for  his  blessings  and  strength.  Thinking  of 
our  dear  Savior  and  how  much  he  had  to  suffer  for 
us,  we  are  glad  that  we  can  do  something  to  pro- 
claim his  true  Gospel  for  the  salvation  of  sinners. 

Bro.  Eskildsen  went  home  sick.  I  also  felt 
weak  and  tired  when  I  came  home,  but  the  next 
day  I  held  a  meeting  in  our  home  at  one  o'clock, 
and  after  that  walked  about  four  miles  to  a  place  to 
hold  meeting  in  the  evening,  at  seven  o'clock, 
returning  home  again  the  same  night  at  twelve 
o'clock.  The  blessings  of  our  Lord,  through  those 
meetings,  were  well  worth  this  hard  work. 

We  have  twelve  places  here  in  Vensyssel  for  reg- 
ular meetings,  which  are  held  in  rotation  by  breth- 
ren C.  Eskildsen,  C.  Hansen,  and  C.  Paulsen.  All 
are  out  every  Sunday,  holding  one  and  two  meet- 
ings each.  Bro.  Eskildsen  and  the  writer  go  out  to 
hold  meetings  in  the  evenings,  when  there  is  moon- 
light. We  feel  we  may  feed  the  flock;  and  also 
work  to  get  sinners  converted  and  led  to  Christ 
and  his  fold.  We  are  glad  to  think  that  we  have 
our  dear  Brethren's  sympathy,  prayer,  and  help  in 
our  mission.  May  our  Lord's  blessings  abundantly 
remain  with  all  our  dear  and  faithful  brethren  anck 
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sisters,  yea,  with  the  whole  Brotherhood,  and  give 
us  all  a  good  success  in  our  work  before  our  Lord, 
that  many  souls  may  be  saved  this  new  year,  is  our 
prayer!  C.  Hansen. 

Jan.  16. 


From  Roanoke,  Va. 

Our  first  revival  meeting  closed  last  night,  af- 
ter continuing  for  two  weeks.  We  had  seventeen 
sermons,  fourteen  baptisms  and  two  more  appli- 
cants. 

Our  congregations,  in  the  main,  were  very  large, 
the  church  scarcely  affording  seating  capacity  for 
all  who  desired  to  be  with  us.  Bro.  John  A.  Dove, 
of  Cloverdale,  Va.,  did  the  preaching  in  a  very  ac- 
ceptable manner,  creating  a  deep  interest  in  the 
minds  of  his  hearers.  His  sermons  were  as  a  com- 
plete chain,  closely  united  together.  Every  point 
was  made  plain  and  well  founded  upon  Bible 
truth. 

Truly  we  had  a  Gospel  feast  that  stimulated 
"  a  hungering  and  a  thirsting  after  righteousness." 
This  was  our  first  effort  at  a  series  since  building 
our  church  in  the  City,  one  and  one-half  years 
ago.  The  song  service  throughout  the  meeting 
was  good,  and  much  appreciated.  We  have  a 
goodly  number  of  the  "  Brethren's  Sunday  School 
Song  Books "  in  the  church.  The  Song  Book- 
contains  many  appropriate  hymns  and  tunes  for 
series  of  meetings. 

Good  results  are  coming  from  the  distribution, 
throughout  the  City,  of  the  Brethren's  tracts  by 
sister  Click,  who  is  here  in  that  work  by  order  of 
the  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  A 
number  arc  kept  in  a  tract-case  in  the  church  and 
the  people  are  invited  to  take  them  as  they  pass  in 
and  out. 

Our  Brethren,  finding  out  that  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger was  much  in  demand  at  the  different  Y. 
M.   C.    A.    Reading  Rooms  in   the  City,  made   up 

money    sufficient    to     have     it    sent    there   regularly, 

believing  the  Lord  will  abundantly  bless  the  effort, 
and  by  it  good  will  be  accomplished. 

Our  church  is  in  good  working  order,  each  mem- 
ber feeling  to  aid  in  adding  "  strength  to  strength." 
Our  evergreen  Sunday  school  is  a  charm  to  many. 
It   is  growing  in  interest   and   numbers.    What  a 

1            power  to  bring  the  young  to  the  Lord! 
P.  S.  Miller. 
Feb.  3.  ^ 

From  the  Indian  Creek  Church,  Pa. 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  18,  Bro.  1,  B.  Ferguson  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Nedrow  school- 
house.  He  preached  on  Saturday  evening  and 
Sunday  at  10:30,  and  also  on  Sunday  evening. 
After  meeting,  on  the  road  home,  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  the  schoolhouse,  a  tree  fell  across 
the  road,  behind  the  sled  of  Bro.  Daniel  Sheets, 
son-in-law  of  the  writer.  A  limb  of  the  tree  struck 
Bro.  Sheets  and  killed  him  instantly.  Katy  Saylor, 
aged  about  fourteen  years,  was  also  injured  She 
lived  till  S  o'clock  next  morning,  but  never  re- 
gained consciousness.  Mr.  Baker,  a  young  man 
over  twenty-two  years  of  age,  was  walking  behind 
the  sled  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  He  was 
found  four  feet  from  the  road  under  a  heavy  part 
of  the  tree.  A  log,  near  by.  taking  up  most  of  the 
weight,  saved  Bro.  Baker  from  being  crushed  into 
the  ground.  He  lived  till  the  third  day  when  he 
died  at  nine  o'clock,  being  unconscious  all  the 
while.  John  Singo,  son  of  Bro.  Joseph  Singo. 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  seriously  hurt, 
but  there  are  hopes  of  his  recovery.  Three  more 
of  Bro.  Singo's  family  were  hurt.  His  wife  and 
two  other  children  were  slightly  wounded  Miss 
Annie  Miller  and  Bro.  Sheets'  two  children  were 
also  slightly  wounded.  There  were  eleven  persons 
on  the  sled.  Two  of  them  were  unhurt.  Sister 
Elizabeth  R.  Sheets  was  sitting  on  the  seat  by  her 
husband's  side  and  escaped  unhurt.  Nancy  Singo 
was  also  unhurt.  The  one  side  of  the  sled  bed 
and  end  gates  were  split  into  pieces. 

This  sad  disaster  stopped  our  meetings  until 
Thursday  evening.    After  that  we  continued  until 


Saturday  evening.  On  Sunday  morning  we  met 
at  a  stream,  where  four  dear  little  Iambs  were 
brought  into  the  fold  by  baptism.  At  ten  o'clock 
Bro.  Ferguson  preached  his  last  discourse. 

Jeremiah  Faust. 
Jan.  27.  . 


From  Frederick,  M<J. 


Our  series  of 
progress  for  four 
last  evening.  On 
we  baptized  thre 
the  presence  of 
to    1, loo   persons. 


meetings,  which  have  been  in 
weeks,  were  brought  to  a  close 
each  of  the  last  three  Sundays 
,  four  and  two,  respectively,  in 
.n    audience   estimated  from  8uO 


The  ordinance  was  performed 
ace  in  the  suburbs  of  this  place,  and  the 
trees  and  roofs  were  filled  with  crowds  of  men 
and  boys  who  were  eager  to  see.  Excellent  order 
was  maintained  during  the  baptisms. 

We  were  asked  by  a  lad  of  about  twelve  years, 
"Are  you  going  to  baptize  next  Sunday?"  I  re- 
plied, "  I  do  not  know  for  a  certainty."  He  then 
said,  "  1  am  going  to  be  baptized  next  Sunday." 
I  asked,  "  Are  you  going  to  be  baptized  like 
Jesus  was?"  "No,  sir,"  he  answered,  "our  church 
does  not  baptize  like  Jesus  was,  for  John  took 
him  down  into  the  river  of  Jordan  and  there  bap- 
tized him,  did  he  not?"  My  reply  was,  "Yes, 
sir,  and  everybody  that  is  baptized  ought  to  be 
baptized  like  Jesus  was,  because  Jesus  told  us  he 
would  show  us  how  to  do  his  Father's  will."  The 
lad  then  said,  "  Say,  but  our  church  don't  do  that 
way,  and  if  your  meeting  keeps  up  next  week, 
I  am  coming  up  to  hear  you."  Our  conversation 
stopped,  after  a  few  other  words  of  admonition, 
but  we  can  easily  see  how  readily  the  Scriptures 
are  understood  by  young  minds.     P.  D.  Fahrney 

Feb.  4.  ^  | 

From  Greenmount,  Va. 

I  left  home  Dec.  28,  en  route  for  the  Mountain 

Grove  church,  Brock's  Gap  congregation,  to  attend 

meetings.    We   met   a  goodly  congregation 

at    II    A.    M.,    the   same   day,   and    continued   our 

ieetings  till  Jan.   12,  preaching  seventeen  sermons 

at  that  place,  besides  two  funeral  sermons.     Not- 

ithstanding  the   dark  nights  and  some  very  cold 

gather,    the   meetings    continued   to   grow   in   iv- 

rest.     Good   attention    was    given   to   the   Word 

preached,  and  the  best  of  order  prevailed.     Seven 

precious  souls  made  the  gc 

baptized.     One,  who  had  u 

and  was  received -into   fell 

cants  are  not  yet  baptized.  I  returned  hom 
the  evening  of  the  12th,  and  found  that  Eld.  J. 
P.  Zigler,  from  Mayland,  Va.,  had  begun  some 
meetings  the  same  day  in  the  Fairview  church 
(Greenmount  congregation).  The  meetings  con- 
tinued until  the  evening  of  the  29th.  Bro.  Zigler 
labored  faithfully.  Suffering  from  a  deep-seated 
cold,  he  got  very  hoarse  the  second  week  he  was 
with  us.  The  Brethren  then  secured  Bro.  J.  M 
Kagey,  of  Dayton,  Va.,  who  preached  three  even- 
ings, after  which  Bro.  Zigler  again  resumed  the 
work.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the 
best  of  attention  was  given,  with  excellent  order. 
Thirteen  were  made  willing  to  come  to  Christ  and 
were  baptized.  jACOB  A  Garber. 

Feb.  4. 

If  you  wish  to  know  whether  you  are  a  Christian, 
inquire  of  yourself  whether,  in  and  for  the  love  of 
God,  you  seek  to  make  happy  those  about  you  by 
smiles  and  pleasant  sayings.  Are  you  a  comforta- 
ble person  to  live  with?  Are  you  pleasant  to  have 
about? — Gail  Hamilton. 


nfession  and  were 
Med  away,  returned 
Several  appli- 


.J^™l!l™rnJloulLx  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  M.r  lo  a  ll,l,sly  son|,  so  ls  8ooJn^tonTa7ircmintoY!" 

Shannon,  111.— Bro.  David  Eby  came  to  us  Jan. 
18,  and  remained  with  us  until  Feb.  I,  preaching, 
in  all,  sixteen  sermons.  One  dear  sister  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side  and  was  baptized.  We  trust 
the  Word  preached  may  have  a  telling  effect  up- 
on those  who  attended  these  meeting?.— .rY.  L. 
Baum,  Feb.  3. 


Huntington,  Ind— Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  closed 
a  series  of  meetings  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  2,  with 
good  success.  Eleven  were  baptized,  and  we  had 
one  application  for  baptism.  Wcheld  our  quarter- 
ly council  while  Bro.  Rosenberger  was  with  us. 
The  Spirit  of  God  being  manifested,  all  business 
was  disposed  of  pleasantly.— A.  C.  Emlcy. 

Harlan,  Iowa.— Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder,  from  Sabetha, 
Kans.,  came  to  us  Jan.  18,  and  preached  for  us 
until  Feb  3.  God  blessed  his  labors  with  us,  so 
that  seven  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  This  had 
been  Bro.  Yoder's  home  in  former  years.  Here 
he  was  called  to  labor  for  the  Master.  Bro.  R. 
F.  McCune  is  continuing  the  meetings. — C.  H 
Strohm,  Feb.  5. 

Highland,  Ohio. — We  just  closed  a  very  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Isaac 
Frantz,  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio,  commencing  Jan. 
11,  and  closing  Jan.  28.  He  delivered,  in  all, 
twenty-three  sermons,  including  one  funeral  dis- 
course. One  was  reclaimed.  Bro.  Isaac  made 
many  warm  friends  while  here.  The  members 
were  greatly  encouraged.—/.  G.  McClure,Jan.  30. 

Meriden,  Kans. — We  have  an  "  evergreen  school  " 
every  Sunday  in  the  year.  We  have  set  apart  the 
first  Sunday  in  every  other  month  as  missionary 
day,  and  the  collection  on  that  Hay  will  be  sent 
to  our  Missionary  Board.  We  use  your  publica- 
tions in  our  school  and  think  they  are  a  great  help 
in  the  study  of  the  lesson.  Our  school  is  not 
large,  but  all  seem  to  be  interested. — /.  W.  Mosier, 
Feb.  3. 

Union,  Ohio. — I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
at  Arlington.  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  23,  and 
continued  until  Feb.  4,  preaching  every  night,  and 
having  also  a  number  of  day  meetings.  Quite  a 
good  interest  was  manifested  by  the  citizens  of  the 
town,  and  its  vicinity,  notwithstanding  the  damp 
weather  and  very  muddy  roads.  One  was  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism,  and  a  number  of  oth- 
ers expressed  themselves  as  being  ready  to  come, 
but  waiting  for  their  companions  to  come  with 
them.— Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh,  Feb.  5. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Mo.— Our  church-council 
convened  to-day.  In  the  absence  of  our  elder, 
David  Bowman,  who,  with  his  wife,  is  visiting 
their  old  home  in  Virginia,  Bro.  Josiah  Lehman 
presided  at  the  meeting.  We  reorganized  Sunday 
school,  with  Bro.  H.  L.  Holsopple,  Superintendent, 
and  sister  Katie  Wenger,  Assistant.  We  decided 
to  have  a  nine  months'  school  this  year  and  to 
elect  our  Superintendent  quarterly.  We  will  meet 
each  Sunday,  and  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies. — 
Bertha  Kring,  St.  Martin's,  Mo.,  Feb.  1. 

West  Nimishillen  Church,  Ohio.— The  brethren 
and  sisters  here  conducted  an  interesting  series 
of  meetings  at  the  Pleasant  Valley  house,  com- 
mencing on  the  evening  of  Jan.  16  and  continuing 
until  the  evening  of  Feb.  4.  Nine  day  meetings 
were  also  held,  including  our  regular  council, 
which  was  held  Feb.  1.  Our  elder,  Samuel 
Sprankle.  did  nearly  all  the  preaching.  Four  souls 
made  the  good  confession  and  were  baptized. 
On  the  day  the  meetings  closed,  Bro.  Sprankle 
received  a  call  to  preach  a  funeral  sermon,  making, 
in  all,  four  times  that  he  was  away  to  assist  at 
funerals  during  these  meetings.— Isaac  Holl. 

Macoupin  Creek,  111.— We  met  in  council  to- 
day. Considerable  business  came  before  the  meet- 
ing but  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  Our  Sunday 
school  was  reorganized  by  electing  L.  B.  Watson, 
Superintendent,  and  Martin  Brubaker,  Assistant. 
The  writer  was  instructed  to  go  to  Litchfield  to 
continue  the  meetings  begun  by  Eld.  D.  B.  Gibson 
a  week  ago.  We  also  took  a  very  important  step, 
to  aid  the  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Southern 
District  of  Illinois  to  locate  a  minister  at  Litch- 
field. May  the  Lord  bless  our  dear  brethren  and 
sisters  for  such  efforts  in  Jesus'  name!  Our  church 
treasury  as  well  as  the  Mission  and  Tract  Work 
were  remembered  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $40.00. 
Uius    closed    a    happy    meeting.— Michael    Flory, 


February  15,  1896. 

Notice.— To  the  Churches  of  the  Northeastern  Dis 
trict  of  Kansas— The  Mission  Board  of  Northeast- 
ern Kansas  will  meet  in  the  Pleasant  Grove  church 
April  7,  1896. -£.  D.  Root,  Secy,  Ozaviie,  Kans 
Feb.  3. 

Batdorf,  Ohio.— The  Swan  Creek  church  held 
a  two  weeks'  meeting  this  winter.  Bro.  Wm.  Mc- 
Kimmy  did  most  of  the  preaching.  One  young 
brother  was  baptized.  Bro.  J.  W.  Moore,  from 
Tiffin,  Ohio,  also  held  a  peek's  Bible  School 
for  us.  The  meetings  were  very  interesting  —Lib- 
bit  Hall,  Fib.  4 

iitchfield,  111.— I  am  now  at  this  place.  Bro. 
D.  B.  Gibson  had  been  here  for  ten  days,  and  six 
wert  added  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed.  Ouite 
an  interest  having  been  aroused,  the  Macoupin 
Creek  church  sent  me  here  to  continue  the  meet- 
ings. We  hope  the  Lord's  blessings  will  accom- 
pany all  his  ministers.  May  God  be  praised!— 
Michael  Flory,  Feb.  4. 

Annual  Meeting  Tents.— Quite  a  number  are 
-writing,  asking  me  to  reserve  them  a  tent  near  the 
tabernacle  but  do  not  send  the  Si. 50.  The  only 
-way  to  procure  a  tent  is  to  send  by  draft,  or  money 
order,  Si. 50.  When  that  is  done,  the  Secretary 
will  send  receipt  and  the  number  of  tent,  which 
can  be  used  from  May  20  to  June  1.  One  tent 
will  accommodate  ten  persons. — /.  H.  Crist,  Secy, 
Gardner,  Ka?is. 

Upper  Conewago  Church,  Pa.— We  commenced 
a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  19  at  the  Mummert  house 
near  East  Berlin.  The  preaching  was  done  by 
Bro.  Orville  V.  Long, — one  of  our  home  ministers, — 
who  preached  to  large  and  appreciative  audiences, 
delivering,  in  all,  fifteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 
He  held  forth  the  Word  in  all  its  purity.  We  had 
quite  an  ingathering.  Bro.  Long  baptized,  in  all, 
twenty-nine  dear  and  precious  souls.  There  are 
still  some  counting  the  cost. —  Chas.  L.  Baker,  East 
Berlin,  Pa.,  Feb.  4. 

Pine  Grove  Church,  Pa. -Bro.  D.  H.  Walker,  of 
Lull,  Pa.,  came  to  us  Ian.  18,  and  continued  the 
meetings  until  Feb.  2,  preaching,  in  all,  twenty 
soul-cheering    discourses.     Three   dear  souls   were 

:made  willing  to  forsake  sin  and  follow  Christ;  two 
were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  Others  were  al- 
most persuaded.  We  had  good  congregations  and 
the  very  best  of  order  and  interest  were  manifest- 

,ed.  The  brethren  and  sisters  were  much  encour- 
aged in  their  work  and,  by  the  help  of  God, 
labored  faithfully  for  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
— H.J.  Koontz,  Hooversville,  Pa.,  Feb.  3. 

Canton,  111.— This,  the  Cole  Creek  congregation, 
has  rented  a  churchhouse  in  the  City  of  Canton 
for  one  year.  As  part  of  our  members  live  in 
town,  they  thought  some  good  might  be  accom- 
plished if  we  would  have  preaching  in  the  city. 
It  is  a  town  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants.  I 
preached  two  weeks  in  the  city.  We  had  good 
attendance,  good  order  and  a  good  interest.  We 
closed  last  Friday  evening  with  a  good  audience 
and  two  applicants  for  baptism.  We  expect,  the 
Lord  willing,  to  open  a  Sunday  school  in  the 
spring.      If     any     of    our    Brethren    should    pass 

'through  Canton,  we  would  be  pleased  to  have 
them  stop  and  preach  for  us.— 5.  Bitcklew. 

Olive  Branch,  Iowa.— Our  quarterly  council 
passed  off  very  pleasantly,  with  a  good  deal  of 
business  transacted.  This  church  has  been  under 
the  care  of  Bro.  W.  J.  Thomas,  but  as  he  has  moved 
to  California,  we  necessarily  had  to  appoint  an 
elder.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  John  Diehl,  of  Panora, 
Iowa.  We  are  now  without  a  resident  minister. 
As  Bro.  George  Thomas  moves  to  Idaho  March 
1,  we  would  like  some  good  minister  to  come  and 
settle  here-as  the  harvest  is  great  and  the  laborers 
few.  There  is  a  good  opening  here.  The  moving 
away  of  three  families  has  reduced  our  member- 
ship to  about  sixteen.     Truly  we  don't   want  the 
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wuives  to  get  m  ana  scan-ci  «  «■.., 
will  be  the  first  to  respond  to  our  call?  Address 
all  correspondence  to  the  writer—  M.J.Spohn,  Box 
>>1,  Ames,  Iowa,  Feb,  3. 


Atwood,  Kans.— Bro.  John  Garber  held  a  series 
of  meetings  here.  He  preached  mostly  doctrinal 
sermons.  He  preached  in  three  places  and  had, 
in  all,  about  three  weeks'  meetings.  Two  were 
restored  and  many  good  impressions  have  been 
made. — Henry  Fry,  Jan.  13. 

Galva,  Iowa.- Hro.  O.J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  began  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  1 1,  con- 
tinuing until  Jan.  21.  He  labored  faithfully  in  word 
and  doctrine,  and  did  not  forget  to  urge  the  mem- 
bers to  a  higher  life.  Two  made  the  good  confes- 
sion, and  were  buried  in  baptism.— Lillie  Hotzell, 
Jan.  28. 

Burkittsville,  Md  —  Bro.  J.  A.  Dove,  of  Clover- 
dale,  Va„  conducted  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Brethren's  meetinghouse  near  Burkittsville,  from 
Dec.  4  to  the  15th,  inclusive.  During  that  time 
four  young  men  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism  and  others  were  almost  persuaded.  Dur- 
ing his  month's  labor  in  this  Valley  a  total  of 
sixty-six  members  were  added  10  the  church.  Bro. 
Dove  is  an  earnest  laborer,  and  those  who  secure 
his  services  will  do  well.— David  Aushi  rman. 

Pueblo,  Colo. — The  good  work  here  goes  on, 
though  we  have  no  minister.  The  Messenger  is 
in  much  demand.  We  are  doing  all.  we  can,  dis- 
tributing our  papers,  tracts  and  almanacs.  Some 
are  surprised  to  know  there  is  such  a  large  body 
of  the  Brethren.  Who  will  come  to  the  rescue? 
We  have  heard  it  said,  If  you  had  a  church  here 
we  would  unite  with  you.  We  have  been  here 
seven  years  and  only  heard  six  sermons  by  the 
Brethren.  We  feel  sad  to  bring  up  our  children 
without  the  influence  of  the  church  and  Sunday 
school.— A'.  A.  Patterson. 

Hatfield,  Pa.— Jan.  20  Bro.  Levi  S.  Mohler,  of 
Dillsburg,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  came  to  us,  to  once  more 
remind  us  of  our  duties,  and  to  warn  the  sinner 
to  flee  the  wrath  which  is  to  come.  He  preached 
in  the  Lansdale  house,  commencing  Jan.  20  and 
continuing  every  evening  till  the  26th.  He  also 
preached  on  Sunday  morning  in  the  Hatfield 
church.  Sunday  afternoon  he  went  back  to  Lans- 
dale. He  preached,  in  all,  eight  sermons.  Bro. 
Reuben  Shroyer,  of  Stark  County,  Ohio,  preached 
on  Tuesday  evening,  which  left  our  brother  only 
one  night's  rest,  which  he  very  much  needed. — Ella 
C.  Soudcr. 

Lordsburg,  Cal.— My  place  of  work  is  now  at 
this  point.  I  can  say  truly  that  I  am  enjoying  the 
Master's  work  as  much  since  I  am  in  California  as 
I  ever  did.  I  labored  first  with  the  congregation 
at  Covina,  next  at  Glendora,  and  now  at  Lords- 
burg. At  present  I  am  taking  a  peculiar  College 
course, — I  eat,  sleep,  study  and  preach  in  the  Col- 
lege. There  is  a  peculiarity  about  human  nature 
th't  we  ought  to  study  carefully.  That  is,  we 
will  partake  largely  of  that  with  which  we  are 
surrounded.  If  a  minister  goes  into  a  congrega- 
tion where  the  membership  is  dull,  lifeless  and 
formal,  he  will  soon  be  about  as  dull  as  any  of 
the  body.  But  if  the  members  are  full  of  zeal, 
and  cheerful  and  spiritual,  the  preacher  will  soon 
wear  a  cheerful  face,  and  possess  a  happy  heart. 
What  a  power  colleges  might  be  for  good!— A. 
Hutchison,  Feb.  3. 

Naperville  Church,  111.— Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff, 
from  Franklin  Grovet  111  ,  commenced  a  week's 
meetings  in  the  church  one  and  one-half  miles 
north  of  town  Jan.  25,  and  continued  until  Feb.  2. 
While  we  have  no  accessions  to  report,  we  believe 
the  meetings  were  of  great  benefit  to  the  members 
at  this  place.  We  feel  that  some  lasting  impres- 
sions were  made  and  we  hope  that  soon  there 
will  be  an  ingathering  at  this  place.  Why  send 
off  so  far  for  ministers  to  come  and  hold  your 
series  of  meetings?  Why  don't  the  adjoining 
churches  have  their  ministers  exchange  appoint- 
ments oftener?  They  will  get  better  acquainted 
with  each  other,  and  their  love  for  the  church  and 
for  one  another  will  be  greater!  The  church  seems 
to  be  built  up  and  willing  to  press  onward  in  the 
good  work  of  the  Lord  at  this  place.— Harvey  M. 


Spring  Creek,  Iowa.— Bro.  Jacob  Delp,  of  Pearl 
City,  111.,  came  here  Jan.  18  and  preached  until 
Jan.  30.  Our  brother  gave  us  some  very  good 
and  interesting  lessons.  Saints  were  encouraged 
and  built  up  and  sinners  warned  to  flee  the  wrath 
to  come.  We  are  also  having  very  well-attended 
and  interesting  prayer  meetings. — Nellie  G.  Beaver, 
Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  Feb.  I. 

Panora,  Iowa.— Eld.  R.  F.  McCuoe  last  night 
closed  a  three  weeks'  meeting,  commenced  by  D. 
E.  Brubaker,  at  the  Coon  River  church.  No  ad- 
ditions were  had  but  the  church  was  much  built 
up  and  encouraged  to  a  higher  life.  Of  the  meet- 
ings held  by  Bro.  J.  L.  Myers  at  Panther,  and  the 
writer  at  the  South  River  churches,  we  have  about 
the  same  report.—/.  D.  Haughtelin,  Feb.  3. 

Ottawa,  Kans. — We  just  closed  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  this  place.  Eld.  C.  M.  Yearout  came  to  us 
Jan.  6,  and  preached  ten  sermons  at  the  Fouts 
schoolhouse,  four  miles  southeast  of  Ottawa.  He 
then  came  to  Ottawa  and  preached  thirteen  ser- 
mons in  the  churchhouse.  As  an  immediate  result 
three  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed,  and  others 
are  very  near  the  kingdom.— 5.  P.  Weaver,  Jan.  25. 

Mt.  Etna,  Iowa— Bro.  Stephen  Yoder  came  to 
us  Dec.  27,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings.  He 
continued  until  Jan.  20,  preaching,  in  all,  twenty- 
six  sermons.  Four  dear  souls  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side.  One  brother  was  baptized  at  9  o'clock 
P.  M.  That  is  something  we  like  to  see.  We 
preach  baptism.  Let  those  who  come  out  be  at 
once  baptized  like  the  jailer  was. — A.  P.  Simpson, 
Feb.  4. 

Carthage,  Va.— Eld.  Henry  Sheets,  on  his  way 
from  the  Red  Oak  Grove  and  Pleasant  Valley 
churches,  came  to  the  White  Rock  church,  Floyd 
Co.,  Va.,  on  the  night  of  Jan.  26,  and  preached  five 
soul-cheering  sermons  to  a  crowded  house.  We 
had  eleven  applicants  for  baptism,  eight  of  them 
have  been  baptized,  and  three  await  baptism.  One 
was  also  restored.  Bro.  Sheets  is  a  workman  that 
need  not  be  ashamed.— Cephas  D.  Reed,  Feb.  2. 

Middlebury,  Ind.— The  members  of  the  Pleasant 
Valley  church  held  their  quarterly  council  Feb. 
1.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Hoover,  was  buried  just  one 
week  previous  to  our  council.  Bro.  Christ.  Schrock, 
who  was  ordained  assistant  elder  at  our  previous 
council,  being  now  in  charge,  he  invited  Bro. 
Benjamin  Lear  to  be  with  us  and  assist  in  the 
meeting.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 
meeting,  but  all  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian- 
like  manner.  Bro.  Christ.  Schrock  was  then  fully 
authorized  to  take  oversight  of  Ihis  church.— L.  E. 
Weaver,  Feb.  3. 

Lima,  Ohio. — Our  meetings  closed  in  Lima  Jan. 
29  with  an  increasing  interest,  and  many  regrets 
that  we  nould  not  continue  longer.  Many  seemed 
near  the  kingdom.  We  closed  with  one  baptism, 
The  little  band  of  members  in  Lima  is  earnest  and 
well  disciplined,  and  likely  to  do  good  work  in 
the  cause  of  the  Master.  As  in  many  of  the  cities 
they  feel  the  need  of  a  house  of  worship.  We 
tried  to  encourage  them  as  best  we  could,  praying 
that  the  good  Lord  may  open  up  a  way  for  these 
dear  members  to  secure  the  needed  help. — 0.  C. 
Ellis,  River,  Ind.,  Feb.  6. 

Bronderslev,  Denmark. — Our  love  feast  was 
held  in  Godthaab,  Bronderslev,  Dec.  26,  1895. 
Twenty-four  members  were  at  the  Communion 
table.  This  was  a  blessed  time  to  us,  indeed,  to 
remember  our  dear  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  -Who  suf- 
fered and  died  for  us  all.  Several  remained  after 
our  public  meeting,  held  at  the  same  place  at 
1  o'clock  P.  M.,  to  be  present  at  our  love  feast, 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  feet-washing,  in  the  even- 
ing, according  to  our  Lord's  commandment  and 
example  (John  13:  4,  5,  13-17),  as  believed  and 
practiced  by  the  Brethren.  Some  were  moved  to 
tears  when  witnessing  the  Brethren's  faith  and 
practice  of  the  true  Gospel.  We  are  sure  this 
blessed  Communion  will  be  remembered  long,  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. — C, 
Hansen,  Jan,  16. 
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V"  What  therefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not 

KILLIAN— MILLER— At  the  home  of  th 
bride's  parents,  Jan.  9,   1896,  by   the    under 
signed,  Mr.  Albert  F.  Killian,  of  Akron,  Pa., 
and  sister  Emma  J.  Miller,  of  Philadelphia. 
T.  T.  Mveks. 

KINDY— SHROCK— At  the  home  of  the 
bride,  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ind.,  Dec. 
25, 1895,  by  the  undersigned,  liro.  Albert  Kindy, 
of  Elkhart,  lnd.,  and  sister  Carrie  Shrock,  of 
Middlcbury,  Ind.  I.  D,  Parker, 

HANG— KAHLER— At  the  home   of   the 
bride's  parents,    near    Louisville,    Stark    Co., 
Ohio,  Dec.  24,  1805,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro. 
Edward  L.  Hang  and  sister  Jennie  Kahler. 
S.  B.  Stuckey. 

HOOVER— MOCK— At  the  home  of  the 
undersigned,  Jan.  22,  1806,  Mr.  Frank  Hoover, 
of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  Miss  Laura  Mock,  of 
Osceola,  Ind.  I.  D.  Parker. 


DUBBLE—  KEMPF.— At  the  residence  ol 
the  groom's  sister,  in  Lancaster  City,  Pa.,  Jan. 
25,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Amos  P.  Dubble 
and  Annie  M.  Kempf,  of  this  City. 

T.  F.  Imler. 


.  •  •  FALLEN  1  ASLEEP  . .  . 


MILLER.— In  the  Middle  Creek  church,  P; 
May  19,  1895,  John  C.  Miller,  aged  46  years 
9  months  and  29  days.  Funeral  services  at 
tended  to  by  Eld.  Josiah  Berkly,  from  Matt,  6. 

MILLER.-At  the  same  place,  Archie  Mil 
ler,  aged  9  years,  2  months  and  21  days.  Fu 
neral  services  attended  to  by  Josiah  Berkly, 
from  Matt.  18:3. 

PILE— At  the  Middle  Creek  church,  Sept. 
S,  1895,  Mary  Pile,  aged  84  years  and  8 
months,  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Josiah 
Berkly. 

FISHER.-In  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  111., 
Dec.  18,  1895,  of  heart  disease,  Bro.  George 
Fisher,  aged  51  years  and  10  months.  He  was 
Iv-rr,  i„  .JWord  County.  Pa.,  and  removed 
with  his  parents  in  an  early  day,  and  settled 
near  Pearl  City,  111.,  where  he  spent  most  of 
his  life.  Sept.  14,  1869,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  to  Mary  Barklow,  who  still  survives  him. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  church  for 
twenty-two  years,  always  being  active  and 
firm.  About  five  years  ago  he  was  called  to 
the  office  of  deacon,  faithfully  serving  the 
church  in  that  capacity  until  death.  A  few 
days  before  passing  away,  he  called  for  the 
elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed.  He 
leaves  a  wife  and  eight  children.  Funeral 
services  by  the  Brethren.       L.  E.  Keltner. 

BARDEN.-At  Walkerton,  Ind.,  Jan.  17, 
1896,  Nora  E.  Barden,  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  Barden,  aged  12  years,  5  months  and 
17  days.  She  leaves  a  father  and  mother,  one 
sister  and  four  brothers.  Funeral  services  by 
the  writer.  Jacob  Hilderhrand. 

BAKER.— In  the  Rock  Grove  congregation, 
near  Nora  Springs,  Iowa,  Jan.  26.  1896,  George 
•  A.  Baker,  aged  61  years,  8  months  and  6  days. 
*  County,  Ohio,  and 


WEICEL.— In  the  E 
gregation,  Stark  Co.,  Oh 


ishillen  con- 
fancy  (Hoov- 
)  Weicel,  wife  of  Bro.  Levi  Weicel,  aged 
62  years  and  6  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  Jan.  19,  1834;  moved  to  Ohi 
years  ago.  She  belonged  to  the  church  of  the 
Brethren   a  number    of    years. 
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married    to    Mary    Robeson, 
Eight  children  blessed  this  union,  of 
seven  are  living.    Funeral  discourse 
writer,  from  Ps.  103: 15,  16. 

Harvey  Eikenberry. 
MILLER.-In  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  Ohio,  sister  Eve  Miller,  wife  of 
Bro.  Aaron  Miller,  aged  57  years,  9  months 
and  27  days.  She  leaves  a  husband,  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  Two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  Disease, 
rheumatism  and  heart  dropsy.  She  called  for 
the  ciders  and  was  anointed  two  days  pre- 
vious to  her  death.  Funeral  services  by  Eld. 
John  Smith,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  I 


BROWN.-In  ,he  Pine  Creek  church,  Ogle 
Co.,  111..  Jan.  ii,  1896.  of  typhoid  fever,  Benja- 
min Franklin  Brown,  son  of  Bro.  Jacob  and 
sister  Mary  Brown,  aged  8  years,  3  months 
and  22  days.     Funeral  services  by  the  Breth- 
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LICHTY.— In  the  South  Waterloo  church 
Iowa,  Dec.  tS,  1895,  Wilma  Gay,  daughter  of 
Elmer  and  Emma  Lichty,  aged  10  months  and 
10  days.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

L.  R.  Peiper. 


CARPER.-In  the  East  Nimishillcn  church, 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  sister  Mary  {nee  Kurtz),  wife 
of  friend  John  Carper,  aged  59  years,  II 
months  and  15  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Lebanon  County,  Pa,  Feb.  8,  1836.  She 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1854,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  John  Carper  in  1857,  and  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  in  1862.  Funeral  services  by 
Eld.  N.  Louganecker  and  C.  F.  Kinsley,  from 

ev.  14:13.  D.  F.  Edie. 

VOGELSONG— In  the  Lower  Cumberland 
church,  at  his  home,  two  miles  north  of 
Hogestown,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  1806,  Henry  Vogel- 
song,  aged  84  years,  9  months  and  g  days. 
In  the  death  of  our  dear  brother  the  church 
las  lost  one  of  its  faithful  members,  he  hav- 
ng  been  a  member  for  over  thirty  years.  He 
,vas  of  a  robust  constitution,  never  having 
been  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness  two  days 
during  his  life-time,  until  nineteen  days  prior 
lis  death,  when  he  was  stricken  by  paraly- 
but  still  retained  his  mind.  He  called  for 
elders  and  was  anointed.  He  leaves  a 
devoted  wife  in  feeble  health,  four  sons  and 
two  daughters.  Funeral  services  by  brethren 
J.  B.  Garver,  Daniel  Landis  and  the  writer, 
from  Isa.  38: 1.  Henry  Beeluan. 

MILLER.— Within  the  bounds  of  the  Salem 
church,  Kans.,  Jan.  27,  [896,  Bro.  Daniel  W. 
Miller,  aged  51  years,  11  months  and  5  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Virginia.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Price,  daughter  of  the  late 
Samuel  Price,  of  Ml,  Morris,  111.  Our  sister, 
with  four  children,  survives  him.  Bro.  Miller 
was  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 
about  eleven  years.  A  short  time  before  he 
died  he  called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed, 
services  improved  by  brethren  E. 
Eby  and  J.  S.  Mohler,  from  Philpp.  1:21. 
Interment  in  the  Salem  cemetery. 

L.  E.  Fahrney. 
SHEETS.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Mo.,  Jan. 
!,  1896,  sister  Sarah  E.  Sheets,  aged  52  years, 
i  months  and  24  days.  Sister  Sheets  was  born 
n  Rockingham  County,  Va.  She  leaves  eight 
children.  Her  husband  preceded  her  to  the 
lirit  world  just  three  weeks.  Funeral  serv- 
es of  both  by  Bro.  David  Hildebrand. 

Sarah  Haines. 

GAUBY.— Within  the  bounds  of  the  Wash- 

gton   church,  Washington,   Kans.,    Jan.    17, 

I96,  of  consumption,  sister  Sarah  S.  Gauby, 

aged  28  years,  '4  months  and  24  days.    She 

ivife  of  Bro.  Martin   D.   Gauby,  and 

the  mother  of  four  little  children,  all  of  whom 

ive  her.    Sister  Gauby  seemed  to  dwell 

1    closer    spiritual    communion    with    her 

ior  than  most  of  us.    We  knew  she  was 

of  this  world,  but  lived,  moved  and  had 

her  being  in  a  higher  sphere.    Of  her  married 

ife  two  years  were  spent  in  Ohio  and  three 

n  California,  the   remainder  at    Washington, 

Kans.,  where  she  died.    While  at  Lordsburg. 

Cal.,  Oct.  29,   1893,  she,  with    her   husband^ 

united  with  the  Brethren  church,  of  which  she 

remained  a  faithful  and  consistent    member 

until  death.    Funeral  services  at  the  Brethren 

church  by  Eld.  Humphrey  Talhelm,  from  Rev. 

14: 13-     Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the 

Brethren's  cemetery  near  the  church. 

Lizzie  Gauby. 
W1NAND.— In  the  Upper  Conewago  con- 
gregation, at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  near 
York  Springs,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  16^  1896, 
Catharine  Winand,  aged  94  years,  8  months' 
nd  6  days. 

WRIGHT.— In  the  same  congregation,  near 
Gardner's  Station,  Jesse  Wright,  aged  8;  years 
ind  22  days.  George  Winand. 

PRINCE.-At  White  Cottage,  Ohio,  Jan.  19 
896.  Payton  Prince,  aged  86  years,  5  months 
and  29  days.  He  was  married  to  Mary  A. 
Holloway  May  19,  1831,  but  she  preceded  him 
to  the  spirit  land  in  1876.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  twelve  children,— six  sons  and 


He 


5  and  three  daughters 
united  in  marriage  to 
Holloway    December,    1878,    who    still 
:s  him.    He  united  with   the  Brethren 
church  several  years  ago  and  lived  consistent 


with  his  profession  until  death.  His  suffi 
ings  were  of  long  duration,  but  they  were  bor 
with  Christian  patience.  Funeral  services 
the  writer.  QuiNCY  LeckrONE, 

STEWART.— Four  miles  north  of  Buth 
Ohio,  June  25,  1896,  Mrs.  Margaret  Stewart 
(»«  Tarrcs),  aged  74  years,  10  months  and  23 
days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  William 
Stewart  in  1844.  She  leaves  a  devoted  hus- 
band, two  sons  and  one  daughter.  Funeral 
services  by  the  writer.     Quincy  Leckrone. 

ARNOLD— At  North  Liberty,  Ohio,  Jan. 
26,  1896,  Rebecca  Arnold  (net  Reed),  aged  46 
years  and  14  days.  Her  husband,  Simon  Ar- 
nold, and  two  children  preceded  ber  to  the 
grave.  Seven  children  remain.  She  was  a 
good  neighbor  and  a  kind  mother,  though  she 
had  neglected  the  one  thing  needful.  Inter- 
ment at  the  North  Liberty  cemetery. 

Quincy  Leckrone. 

JONES— At  Gresham,  Ore.,  Jan.  17,  1896, 
Cornelia  Jones,  aged  27  years  and  12  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Kans., 
Jan.  5,  1865.  She  was  a  daughter  of  sister 
Sarah  J.  Jones.  She  was  a  sufferer  from  the 
ix  months,  caused  by  spinal  disease, 
perfectly  helpless.  Funeral  services 
by  the  writer  and  David  Cathey,  from  Matt. 
9: 14.  J.  A.  Royer. 

HUBER— At  McPherson,  Kans.,  Jan.  23, 
896,  Martha  Huber,  wife  of  Prof.  L.  Huber, 
aged  59  years,  8  months  and  15  days.  Her 
maiden  name  was  O'Neill,  and  she  was  born 
in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  She  came  to  the 
church  of  the  Brethren  from  the  Lutherans  in 
1888.  She  fully  realized  that  her  end  was  ap- 
proaching and  called  for  the  elders  of  the 
church  to  receive  the  benefits  of  anointing, 
and  passed  away  peacefully  in  the  hope  of 
bright  immortality.  She  1 
three  sons.    Funeral  disct 


1  husband  and 
:  by  J.  E.  Young. 


MILLS.— Also  at  the  sam 
96,  friend  A.  B.  Mills,  a| 
Dnths  and  25  days.  Fune 
e  writer,  from  Job  14. 


place,  Jan. 
:d    77    year 


S.  Z.  Sha 


BOWMAN.— In  the  bounds  of   the    Knob 
Creek   church,   Washington   Co.,   Tenn.,    Jan. 
1,  Joseph    Bowman,    aged  qo  years,   5 
months    and    3   days.    Funeral    services    im- 
proved by  brethren  G.  C.  Bowman  and  G.  J. 
Bowman,  from  Rev.  20:6.     He  departed  this 
the  full  triumph  of  a  living  faith.    He 
had  been  in  declining  health,  and  for  the  last 
year  or  two   had    the  symptoms  of  paralys 
father  of  fourteen  children.     I- 
leaves  a  wife,   eighty-five   years  of  age,  at 
ght  children.     He  has   always   lived  in  tl 
faith  of  the  Brethren  church  though  he  nev 
th  the  church  until   1885.     His  cor 
panion  and  five  children  are  members  of  the 
church  of  his  choice.  A.  B.  White 

JACOBS.— In  the  La  Fayette  congregati 
Ohio,  Jan.  14,  1896,  Anna  Alberta,  daughtei 
Samuel  and  Nancy  Jacobs,  aged  17  years, 
months  and  26  days.     When  only  five  years  of 

became  afflicted  in  such  a  way 
baffle  all   physicians.     When    fourteen    j 
Did   it  became  necessary  to  send   her  to 
Toledo  asylum,  where  she  spent  the  remainder 
A  her  young  life.     Bertie  leaves  a  father 
mother,  one  sister  and   three  brothers, 
brother  and  sister  have  gone  before.     Funeral 
ducted  by  Jacob  Driver,  assisted 
by  Charley  Wilkins.  G.  A.  Snider. 

MARTIN.— At  Cerro  Gordo,  III.,  Jan.  30, 
896,  Abram  Martin.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  April  1,  1816.  He 
is  united  in  marriage  to  Martha  Leidigh 
n.  25,  1838,  who  died  July  5,  1888.  He  united 
th  the  Menonnite  church  in  early  life.  Fu- 
neral services  in  the  Brethren  church,  conduct- 
eat  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Cripe,  from  the  words, 
shall  he  live  again? " 

Sallie  E.  Cart. 
BLICKENSTAFF.— In  the  Oakley  church, 


Macon  Co.,  111.,  Jan.  19,  1896,  Bro.  John  H, 
Blick  en  staff,  aged  31  years,  1  month  and  11 
days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro.  M. 
J.  McClure.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff. 

SHICK.— In  the  South  Beatrice  church 
Gage  Co.,  Nebr.,  Jan.  31,  1896,  sister  Sarah] 
of  deacon  John  Shick,  mother  of 
Eld.  Urias  Shick,  aged  81  years,  7  months 
and  16  days.  Services  by  Eld.  Owen  Peters 
Daniel  Bashor.  This  aged  pair 
lived  for  God,  and  they  will  be  lights  in 
the  window  for  the  many  relatives  and  friends 
their  loss,  Wu.  J.  Miller. 


WOLFE.— In  Versailles,  Ohio,  Jan.  28,  1895, 
Ruth,  daughter  of  brother  and  sister  A.  Wolfe' 
aged  1  year,  3  months  and  1  day.  Services  at 
the  house  by  the  Brethren. 

John  H.Christian. 

MARTIN.— In  the  Oakland  congregation, 
Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  Dec,  21,  1895,  of  typhoid 
fever,  Florence,  daughter  of  friend  Allen  and 
sister  Martha  Ann  Martin,  aged  12  years,  5 
months  and  12  days.  Funeral  services  by  Eld 
Tobias  Kreider. 

MARTIN.— In  the  same  congregation,  Jan. 
22,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  Mary  Alice,  daugh- 
ter of  friend  Allen  and  -sister  Martha  Ann 
Martin,  aged  10  years,  5  months  and  4  days. 

MARTIN.— In  the  same  congregation,  Jan. 
31,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  sister  Martha  Ann 
Martin,  wife  of  friend  Allen  Martin,  aged  35 
years,  5  months  and  25  days.  The  deceased 
leaves  a  husband,  a  son  and  a  daughter.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Eld.  Tobias  Kreider  and  the 
writer.  John  H.  Christian. 

GOODMAN— In  the  Warrior's  Mark  con- 
gregation, Huntingdon  Co.,  Pa.,  at  his  home, 
Jan.  28,  1896,  David  Goodman,  aged  72  years, 
10  months  and  15  days.  The  deceased  was  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  fifty-three 
years  and,  like  Paul,  he  kept  the  faith.  On 
the  day  of  his  burial  it  was  said  by  the  people 
that  he  was  a  good  man.  He  leaves  a  wife 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church. 
They  had  four  sons  and  seven  daughters, 
of  the  sons  died  several  years  before  the 
:r.  The  wife  and  ten  children  keenly  feel 
the  great  loss.  Funeral  occasion  improved  by 
Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart,  of  Huntingdon,  and  Mr. 
Traver,  a  Lutheran  minister,  and  the  writer, 
□m  2  Tim.  4: 7.  S.  S.  Gray. 

WAGNER.— At  his  home  in  Franklin  Grove, 
111.,  Jan.  18,  1806,  Bro.  John  B.  Wagner,  aged 
79  years,  2  months  and  2  days.    Bro-  Wagner 

born   in    Franklin    County,  Pa.,  Nov.  16, 
He  moved  to  Franklin    Grove  in    1851 

las  lived  here  ever  since.    He  was  mar- 
ried three  times  and  w; 
children,  five  of  whom  survi\ 
baptized  in  1845  and  hence 

ember  of  the  church  for  over  fifty  years. 
The  funeral  discourse  was  preached  bj  Bro. 
Daniel  Dierdorff,  who,  with  Bro.  Levi  Raffens- 

er,  came  with  their   families,    with  Bro. 
Wagner  and  his  family,  to  Illinois,  in  the  year 

e  stated.  D.  B.  Senger. 


i  the  father  of  ele 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Eden  Valley  Church,  Kansas,  Tuesday, 
March  31,  1896. 

1.  "Importance  of  the    Pastoral    Visit,  an 
how  to  Bring  it  into  Effect."- 
Enoch  Eby,  John  Wise. 

2.  "  Should  our  Sisters  Engage  in  Church 
Work?  If  so,  what  Kind,  and  to  what  Ex- 
tent?"—First  speakers,  Jacob  Witmore,  Jona- 
than Brubaker. 

3.  "  What  Course  can  we  Pursue  where  the 
Brethren  have  Missionary  Sunday  Schools, 
and  the  Children  in  such  Localities  are  too 
Poor  to  Attend?  "—First  speakers,  S.  Z.  Sharp, 
Albert  C.  Wieand. 

4.  "Should  the  Young  Peopl* 


s,  C. 


,  how  best  Conducted?"— 
E.  Arnold,  Joseph   C.  Cal- 


5.  "  How  can  the  Church  Proceed  to  Interest 
its  Laymembers  in  Church  Work,  and  how 
far  should  they  be  Encouraged  that  the  Min- 
istry may  be  Relieved  of  the  same?"— First 
speakers,  W.  A.  Rose,  John  R.  Leatherman. 

6.  "How  shall  we  Proceed  to  Carry  into 
Effect  Former  Decisions  of  Annual  Meeting 
in  Regard  to  Preaching  Missionary  Sermons?  " 
—First  speakers,  Enoch  Eby,  Moses  Briibak- 

7-  "How  best  Care  for  New  Converts?"— 
First  speakers,  sisters  Jacob  Witmore,  J.  P. 
Harshbarger, 

8.  "  Which  is  the  most  Successful  Way  for 
the  Minister  to  Approach  the  People  from 
House  to  House  with  the  Gospel?"— First 
speakers,  John  Wise,  Noah  Brubaker. 

9.  "The  most  Important  Elements  to  Make 
a  Prosperous  Church."— First  speakers,  Geo. 
E.  Studebaker,  A.  M.  Dickey. . 

W.  A.  Rosb,  ) 

A  F.  Miller,  I  Committee, 

J.  P.  Harshbarger,  ) 


February  15,  18 


THB  GOSPEL  MESSIEOSTO-IEIH,. 


. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

olc  month  (4  times),... ,  -,0 

Three  months  (13  times), ,  TO 

Sis  months  (26  times), r  ^ 

One  year  (S>  times), 70 

^7-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  mounted 


Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 

International  S.  5.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1896.— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad- 
vanced students.  It  is  really  the  most 
reliable  S.  S.  Commentary  published.  It 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au- 
thor of  religious  works.  Price,  gi.oo;  our 
price, go  cents 

Brethren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book 

This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  oE  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
publication.  While  it  may  be  used  to 
advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  es- 
pecially adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 
prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contains 
185  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  is 
being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  alt  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 

Board    Cover,  per  copy,  35  ceutu;  per  dozen 
copies,  prepaid i'i  60 

Cloth  Cover,  per  copy,  65   cents;   per   dozen 
copies,  prepaid, 0  00 

In  ordering  please  state  in  what  notation 
the  work  is  desired. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS, 


BOURGEOIS  Type 


' 


CHAPTER   1. 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sue  Christ,  &the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  c  the  son  of  A'bra-h&m. 

2  dA'bra-h,lm  begat  1'saac;  and 
eI'§aac  begat  JiVcqIj;  and  ■>  Ja'cob 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  tfJii'das  begat  Pha'res  and 
Za'ra  of  Th&'mar;    and  ''  Phfi're.s 


:nt  shows  the  appear- 

111  Levant,  divinity  dr- 
iller lined  to  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  for  the  price  on  the 

.  It  is 
among  the  BibU 
we  would  recommend  above 
all  others.  It  contains  all  the 
helps,  maps,  etc.,  etc,  belong- 
ing to  the  best  ol  Bibles.  The 
market  price  is  S6.50,  but  we 

$4.00. 


1  the 


(ail  to  call  lor  No.  1836  wlien  you  order. 

AtlrJress,  BRETIIIffl'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 
Mt.  Morris, 


Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 
are  engaged  in  church  work.  A  complete  set 
of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.  Price 
25  cents  per  copy.     Address  this  office, 


«leu  ,„„,,  bB0k 

1°  EUREKA  RATCHET  CO.,  81  Shawnee  6 


Best  line  to  Indianapolis,  Cincinnati,  and  the 
Mth.    City  Ticket  Office,  232  Uark  St.,  Chi. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite' 
■ays  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  met.  who,  i,,S,he 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  hjight 
stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  omuls  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  •■  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  lames 
Uuinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Uuinter  s  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.    Pri-°    — -'  —■-"    ■*•  --     ■*•- 


Address  this  office 


Spe 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

Fok  26  oonta  we  will  send  postpaid  n  full 
cent  Blze  pnekage  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Con 
pound  (herb  form)  coiniiliiing  the  medical  prope 


you  ft  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
and  a  Frederick  Alm.au.aa  for  mm,  now  ready 
Yours  very  truly, 

Victok  Remedies  Co., 


I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 
that  I  have  for  sale 

CHOICE 

POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 


Also  a  few  GOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low 
Address:  O.  IS.  FRANK, 

4U3  Pleasant  Home,  'Ohio. 


DUBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


C.  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.    Special  i 
nilies  lor  a  snort  time  only,  are  given  I 

1  cliilii-saviny  remedy  introduced  iuto 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO..  Proprietors, 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

'45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

GHIOAGO,     ILL. 


This  hotel  is  centrally  located,  and  the  most  respect- 
able House  of  its  cl,^  in  the  Uty.  1  he  charges  art 
moderate,  varviufi  in  ]..i  ■■.  Int.,  7'     •  n'Mo  *i.So  per ^day 


E-jmember  We  Are  Busy  1 

Furnishing  Wire,  Steel  and  Link  Stays,  Sta- 
plea,  Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fenoe,  Lawn,  Farm 
and  Automatic  Gates,  etc.,  to  oor  numerous  oua- 
s     write  us  for  prices  and  oatalogoe. 
THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO.. 

Greenville,  Ohio. 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 
Bootii 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.     Weekly;  well-illusl 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school    lesson,  w 

tplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understand* 

of  small  children.     No  better  publication  c 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  < 

Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodic 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  rcligiou: 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  ft  the  Breth 
rcn  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  011I5 
recognized    church    organ.    Price,  $1.50   pe: 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum I    50 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be 
u  application.        


Brethren's  Family  Almanac Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in 
ery  way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  spe 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly  .—Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  w< 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 

Single  subscription,  one  year 35  cen 


■  3J4c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  oneof  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year 10 

6  copies,  per  quarter i| 

10  copies  and  over 1%  cent 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 


r  12  oai 
its  ||u«.  flowui 


Boripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  rj 
When  ordering  cards  be  si 
and  price  as  well  as  the 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 


-  quarter, 


,  with  line  engravings,  1 
,  pictorial  chart  of  each 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write  us 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 
Address, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morrii,  111. 


Eclipses  Them  All ! 

35i  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


,  the 


•-live  and  onc-hnil  hours, 
elegant  Pullman  Perfected 
-orapartmont  Sleepers,  in- 
Bulfet  Sleepers,  as  well  as 
1  Monon  Celebrated  High- 


This  train  leaves  Chicago  daily  at  8:; \2  P.  M.,  arriving 
ill  Cincinnati  next  morniue  at  7:30,  Chattanooga  J;  S° 
P.  M,,  Atlanta,  10;  40  P.  M„  reaching  Jacksonville  at 
H:  jo  the  second  morning,  in  ,im pU>  time  to  make  connec- 
tion with  all  lines  lor  points  In  Central  and  Southern 
Florida. 

Thla  is  the  fastest  time  ever  niude  by  any  line  be- 
tween  Chicago  ond  Florida. 

City  Tlckcl  Office,  i$i  Clark  Street.  Chlcngo;  Frank  J. 
Reed,  Gen'l.  Pass.  Agt„  Chicago, 

K.ir  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
address  I..  E,  Sessions,  N,  VV.  Puss.  Agt„  Minneapolis. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  h  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  yet  at  the  truth,  vh„ 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Vers"-.  „. 

the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

{3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(.})  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (i)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
ared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
(I)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
c,     (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
;ison  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.    (3)  It  will 
1  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.    (4)  It  will  furnish 
ster  with  many  subjects  among  the 
fficiently  expanded    for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -        -        $5  00 
-       -      5  50 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

;nt  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 

agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.    Ad- 

iress:      brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt  Morris,  111. 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  $4.00; 
Half    Leather,   24,50;   Half  Mo 
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Highest  of  ill  in  Leavening  Power. —  Lalest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
North  Dakota. 


Expressions  from 
Elder  Daniel  Wysong 
of  Nappanee,  Ind. 

Elder  Daniel  Wysong  who  last  sum- 
mer visited  the  Red  River  Valley, 
Devil's  Lake  region  and  Turtle  Moun- 
tain country  in  North  Dakota,  express- 
es himself  in  the  following  letter: 

Nappanee,  Ino.,  Keb.  3d,  i&A 
Mr.  Max  Bass, 

Chicago,  111., 
Dear  Sir.-— Since  my  return  with  my  wife 
from  Norlh  Dakota  I  have  felt  under  obliga- 
tions to  you  hence  I  write  you  and  wish  to  say 
thai  I  was  well  pleased  with  the  State  of  North 
Dakota,  as  far  as  I  was  permitted  to  travel 
over  and  see  die  ferule  soil.  Such  great  crops 
of  wheat  I  never  saw  before,  and  also 
oats  and  barley,  and  the  best  vegetables  I  ever 
ate.  I  am  of  the  opinion  if  I  had  no  farm  here 
and  was  a  young  man  yet,  I  would  go  to  North 
Dakota  and  try  my  luck  there.  I  think  I  saw- 
some  of  the  finest  country  between  Mayville 
and  Cummings,  in  Traill  County,  that  I  ever 


ft  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  ft 


DISTRICT  HEETINQS. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


MINISTERIAL  MEETINQS. 


If  You  Are  Going  to  North  Dakota 
this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 
Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in     . 
Wells  and    Foster 
Counties;  for 
THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 
THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and  nun 

oils  Iradins  platforms. 
THERE  ARE  three     rivers     which 

THERE  ARE  numerous    small 

THERE  ARE  good  wells  of  drinking 


THERE  ARE  good  markets,  and  coal  costs 

hat  are  tillable, 
erage  of  twenty 

of    No.    1     Hard 


r 


\  Plain  Clothing  ! 


Brethern's 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  \ 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  \ 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it,  J 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  i 
jr  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape  A 
teasure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be  ] 
;nt  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self.  * 
leasurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  1 
iderstand  them.  i 

We  guarantee  the  fit,   the   make  and  i 


f  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
k  er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  price; 
t    are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND, 


M  ,  .MIuM.'im!   M-t-ii 


a  of   North- 
Hninln.v,  1  hi 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS. 


Dakota 
1101  all  a 


1  of  but  little  n 


clsi 
JS   for  r 


Norlb  Dakol 


)'> 
1  get  home 
1  Indiana.  I  think 
'ould  go  out  there, 
be  careful  and  keep  out  of  debt,  go  up  in 
Towner  1  ounty  and  take  up  a  claim,  go  to 
work  and  live  economicallyin  live  or  six  years, 
harn'VJuKl'  lia'VL-  :.  Yii.iM^V1  "':l  aires  lire  oi 
..'...,3.  Some  think  the  winters  too  severe!  I 
made  a  great  many  inquiries  and  all  seem  to 
think  that  the  winters  were  no  worse  thau  they 
are  in  Indiana,  as  the  air  is  so  much  drier. 
Yours  truly, 

DANIEL  WYSONG. 
Brethren  looking  for  new  homes 
should  be  guided  by  Eld.  Wysong's 
suggestions.  A  large  number  of  Breth- 
ren have  already  located  in  the  Turtle 
Mountain  country,  Devil's  Lake  dis- 
trict, and  Red  River  Valley,  and  or- 
ganized churches.  There  is  still  room 
for  many  more  people  near  the  present 
colonies.  These  new  churches  desire 
more  members.  Why  try  other  sec- 
tions until  the  land  is  all  taken  where 
the  churches  now  exist?  In  numbers 
there  is  strength,  and  neighborhood 
advantages.  The  Brethren  selected 
their  present  location  after  a  general 
investigation,  and  their  judgment 
should  have  weight  with  others. 

For  printed  matter  and"  other  infor- 
mation write  to: 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111. 


Priceto  Agent*  /.,-,/. 


.  W.  IIhayion,  Ml'e-.  Clle 


>rk  of  Drayton's  t 
acquainted  will, 
lomroending  It.— E 


Thtr  Eiireta^ Fence  Post  1 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  "Water  Company. 

MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA. 


No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 
e  Maikei  hi  Merced  City.    Clwre 
ns    and    Public    Schools    i 
the  Imts  oi  IllkLi'  k,\ll 


TI-ll-RK   HAS  NKYKR  bee 


THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of     locating 


THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  i 


THERE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  foi 
produce,  and  better  iacili 
lies  are  afforded  the  fannei 


Smtli  Ste.  Ma, 
and  the  Northt 
•Ktiitrmd    Irave 

i  Post 


1 1  ,-ih 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa 
ific  Railroadhzs  250,000  acres  of  land  in  J?os- 
•rami  Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  rt 
erved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
3  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  to  give  land 
ir  a  site,  andjfzw  hundred  dollars  towards  tht 
rection  of  a  church  for  the  use  of  the  Breth 


Here  Again  for  1896 

ee&$  C.  C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.  Nearly  100  pages  8x10, 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 
best  quality  oi  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  bonk  ol  its 
class  published.  Price,  is  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
Freeport,  111.,  U.S.  A.  48m6 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


SHOEMAKER  1NCUBAT0B  CO    >fUl 


Picking  Strawberries 

In  January  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal, 


1  asked  for  the. 

ie-tenth  cash  each  year. 


The  pri 
$5  Per 

iih  only 

nt  iutere 

Many  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  year 

the  northern  part  of  the   State  have  found 

that  they  werepaying  too  much  for  crop-payment 

lands,  and  have  fled  applications  tor  land  in 

Foster  and   Wells  Counties. 

If  you  want  a  home  and  a  farm  at  better 

ices  and  easier  terms  than  any  one  else  can 

fer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 
and  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
assist  you  free  of  cost  in  getting  passenger  and 
freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 
vestigated.   Write  to 

C.  W.  Mott, 


our  alfalfa 
■  hay.    You 

■.    radishes, 


per  dozi 

n  In  cash  for  eggs.    Your  pigs  would  be 

in  the  alfalfu.  clover  anil  you  ought  to  he 

u  mnie  ilowt^r  gm  duns  for  your  daughter 

11I' liny  inurei-liickfu  coops  for  your  wife. 

Palos  lie 

xt  fall,  and  special  arrangements  will  be 

•  their  moving  together.    Write  to  Eld. 

e,   Dos  Palos,  or  B.  Marks,  280  Bo,  Chirk 

Street,  C 

hioago. 

CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  relief. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  11135-  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many   hundred,   and    have   nothing   but  good 

them.     Every  family  needs  one. 

Agents  wanted.     Address 

r>re.  e>.  j.  w^orst, 

applied  for.  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 


every  locality. 


Liver  and  Bowels,  . 
Constipation.    Agenis  ■ 

n  make  from  $8.01 
"  territory  and  terms.    Address 
E.  DUBBEL  A  CO.,  Proprietory 
Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  P», 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SETFOJt   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-PMI.  /,  i7. 


Vol.  34. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Published  Weekly,  at  $1.60  per  Annum,  ly 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


umbaugh's  Glimpses  Irora  Foreign  Travi 

icicnt  Letters 

litorial  Gleanings  in  the  Orient.    No.  8,     . 


lately, 


BSSA  V  DEPARTMENT  - 

Ministerial  Meetings.     By  Samuel  Bowser 

Man  Before  the  Fall.     By  W.  G.  Schrock, 

The  Fruit  of  the  Higher  Life.    By  A.  Hutchison 

"The  Lord  our  Righteousness.''— Jer.  23:6.    By  S.  N.  M'Cam 

Dr.  Dowie's  Work  in  Chicago 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL- 


2  Me: 


THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE,— 

Our  Reading  Circle.-Whereisit? 

Spirituality,     By  G.  J.  Fercken 

To  Sunday  School  Teachers 

Did  not  stav  Buried 

GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,- 

Mlssion  Receipts  for  December,  1805 

HOME  AND  PA  MIL  Y— 

Forgive  and  Forget.     By  Howard  Miller, 


■^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY^ 


Last  week  mention  was  made  of  the  remarkable 
discovery  by  which  rays  of  light  may  be  made  to 
pass  through  human  flesh  and  other  substances. 
The  discovery' will  be  of  incalculable  value,  espec- 
ially in  surgery.  It  may  be  the  means  of  saving 
the  lives  of  thousands.  Recently  a  woman  swal- 
lowed a  needle,  and  its  position  could  not  be  de- 
termined by  the  surgeon.  A  camera  holder,  con- 
taining "  a  sensitized  plate,  was  placed  to  the  bare 
breast  of  the  sufferer,  the  light  turned  on,  and 
five  minutes'  exposure  allowed.  When  the  plate 
was  developed  in  the  dark  room,  the  plate  showed 
every  bone  in  the  upper  part  of  the  body,  and  the 
needle  was  seen,  lying  point  downward,  in  the 
lower  right  angle  of  the  stomach.  It  was  at  once 
removed  and  the  woman  is  out  of  danger."  Had 
the  discovery  been  made  years  ago  the  bullet  in 
President  Garfield  could-  have  been  located  and 
then  removed,  and  the  man  might  have  been  living 
yet.  What  the  far-reaching  discovery  will  yet  ac- 
complish cannot  even  be  guessed  at.  We  look 
"pon  this  as  something  wonderful,  and  yet  in  the 
'■me  of  Christ  the  people  witnessed  that  which 
was  far  more  startling,  for  Jesus  could  look  through 
'he  flesh  and  even  the  bone  into  the  heart,  and 
read  the  very  thoughts  of  man.  Scientific  men 
may  now  clearly  see  every  defect  in  the  human 
body,  but  to  the  Lcrd  even  the  heart  is  an  open 
hook. 

The  papers  are  printing  some  touching  incidents 
oncerning  D.  L.  Moody's  mother,  who  died  at 
N°rthfield,   Mass.,  last  month   at  the  ripe  old  age 
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his  wife  a  little  home  on  the  mountain  side,  a 
few  acres  of  ground,  and  that  was  incumbered  with 
debt.  Some  of  the  worldly-wise  people  advised 
Mrs.  Moody  to  bind  out  all  her  children  save  the 
twins.  At  such  a  thought  her  great  mother  heart 
revolted.  She  had  good  health,  a  strong  will  and 
determined  to  keep  her  little  family  together  and 
raise  them  as  children  should  be  brought  up.  By 
hard  work,  great  economy  and  some  help  from  a 
brother  living  in  Boston,  she  paid  the  interest  on 
the  debt  and  finally  lifted  the  mortgage  from  the 
home.  The  older  children  took  care  of  the  little 
farm  and  the  mother  took  care  of  the  children, 
educated  them  and  gave  them  an  inspiration  that 
has  been  felt  around  the  globe.  She  convinced 
her  children  that  poverty  was  no  disgrace.  Mr. 
Moody  at  her  funeral  said,  "  She  made  our  home, 
poor  though  it  was,  the  best  place  on  earth  for  us. 
During  the  first  year  of  her  widowhood  she  wept 
herself  to  sleep  night  after  night,  and  we  never 
knew  it  until  later  years."  We  talk  about  great 
women  and  woman's  reform  movements,  but  Moth- 
er Moody,  in  lifting  her  family  of  helpless  children 
from  poverty  to  the  great  plane  of  usefulness  in 
the  world,  has  demonstrated  to  the  race  what  a 
real  mother  and  a  true  woman  can  accomplish  in 
the  face  ol  the  most  discouraging  obstacles. 

Two  months  ago  our  land  was  full  of  the  war 
spirit.  It  was  thought  that  the  United  States  and 
the  mother  country  were  ready  to  plunge  into  a 
cruel  war  with  each  other.  We  then  stated  that 
the  better  judgment  of  the  two  countries  would 
prevail  and  that  war  would,  in  some  way,  be  avert- 
ed. On  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  the  better  class 
of  journals  advocated  peace  and  urged  the  settling 
of  the  misunderstanding  by  arbitration.  This  had 
its  influence.  A  few  days  ago  the  Parliament  in 
England  met.  The  Queen's  speech  was  read. 
Great  speeches  by  the  distinguished  leaders  were 
made  and  a  strong  peace  sentiment  prevailed.  It 
was  said,  and  reaffirmed,  that  England  did  not 
want  to  engage  in  a  conflict  with  her  kindred  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Then  a  few  days  later 
the  subject  was  more  fully  discussed  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  now  a  peaceable  settlement  of 
the  affair  seems  almost  assured.  It  is  gratifying, 
indeed,  to  know  that  the  doctrine  of  peace  is  be- 
coming stronger  as  the  years  go  by,  and  fortunate, 
indeed,  will  be  the  day  when  the  leading  nations 
of  earth  can  enter  into  an  agreement  to  settle  all 
their  troubles  with  each  oth>-r  by  arbitration.  This 
speaks  well  for  the  influence  of  Christianity.  And 
it  is  now  encouraging  for  our  people  to  see  the  best 
thinkers  in  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world  embrac- 
ing the  long-cherished  peace  principles  that  we 
have  so  earnestly  advocated  for  nearly  two  hundred 
years.  

The  Information  contains  an  item  of  interest 
that  one  hardly  knows  whether  to  believe  or  not. 
It  relates  to  the  island  of  Ceylon,  which  Bro.  Miller 
will  tell  us  something  about  in  his  letters  of  travel. 
It  is  said  that  one  of  the  greatest  curiosities  among 
the  domesticated  animals  of  Ceylon  is  a  breed  of 
cattle  known  to  the  zoologist  as  the  sacred  running 
oxen.  They  are  the  dwarls  of  the  whole  ox  family, 
the  largest  specimens  of  the  species  never  exceed- 
ing thirty  inches  in  height.  One  sent  to  the 
f  Canterbury  in  the  year   1891,  which  is 


Marqui! 
still  living 


bel 


ten  years 


to   be 
nly  twenty-two 


high, 


d  weighs  but  IOQ}<  pounds.    In  Ceylon  they  are 


used  for  quick  trips  across  country  with  express 
matter  and  other  light  loads,  and  it  is  said  that  four 
of  them  can  pull  the  driver  of  a  two-wheeled  cart 
and  a  two  hundred  pound  load  of  miscellaneous 
matter  sixty  or  seventy  miles  a  day.  They  keep 
up  a  constant  swinging  trot  or  run,  and  have  been 
known  to  travel  one  hundred  miles  in  a  day  and 
night  without  either  food  or  water.  No  one  knows 
anything  concerning  the  origin  of  this  peculiar 
breed  of  miniature  cattle.  They  have  been  known 
on  the  Island  of  Ceylon  and  other  Buddhistic 
countries  for  more  than  one  thousand  years.  We 
may  learn  from  this  that  even  little  things  can  be 
made  very  useful,  if  properly  trained.  We  are  too 
much  inclined  to  look  for  big  things,  even  big 
preachers  when  we  want  to  hold  a  few  little  meet- 
ings. When  the  Lord  wanted  a  great  work  done, 
in  putting  the  mighty  Goliath  out  of  the  way,  he 
selected  a  little  David  for  the  purpose.  We  might 
all  profit  by  making  a  better  use  of  the  little  things 
around  us.  A  little  ox,  two  feet  high,  which  we 
could  easily  cany  in  our  arms,  would  not  make 
much  of  a  showing  by  the  side  of  our  large  farm 
animals,  but  give  the  little  ox  his  place  and  a  clear 
track,  and  he  will  excel  your  great  ox  three  to 
one.  We  wonder  if  a  little  reasoning  from  this 
standpoint  will  not  help  us  to  make  a  very  wise  use 
of  what  wc  sometimes  call  little  preachers,  little 
Sunday   school    teachers,    littl,^..  workers,  etc.,  etc. 

I  lllll to4U         '  ■    •  , 


It  is  now  generally  believed  that  at  least  60,000 
Armenians  have  been  killed  by 'the  Turks,  while 
from  300,000  to  half  a  million  are  in  a  state  of  des- 
titution, many  having  been  driven  from  their 
homes,  and  others  have  had  their  property  de- 
stroyed. It  seems  that  the  disposition  of  the 
Turks  is  to  drive  all  Christians  from  the  country  or 
compel  them  to  accept  the  religion  of  Mohammed. 
This  religion  was  established  by  the  sword  and  by 
the  sword  it  is  yet  maintained.  But  the  time  is 
fast  approaching  when  it  must  perish  with  the 
sword.  The  Christian  religion  is  founded  on  love, 
and  has  for  its  corner  stone  peace  on  earth  and  good 
wilt  to  men.  Love,  peace  and  good  will  are  sure  to 
prevail.  Love  is  stronger  than  hatred.  Peace  is 
more  powerful  than  the  sword,  and  good  will  is 
stronger  than  selfishness.  But  before  the  blessed 
era  is  ushered  in  the  earth  must  be  stained  and  re- 
stained  in  all  pans  with  the  martyrs'  blood.  The 
flowing  of  the  Armenian  blood  is  appalling,  the 
dying  groans  of  the  innocent  are  heard  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  masses  in  civilized  countries 
are  stirred  as  they  have  never  before  been.  These 
things  will  arouse  the  missionary  spirit  in  all  sec- 
tions of  Christendom,  and  when  there  is  an  opening 
earnest  missionaries  will  be  sent  out  by  the  hun- 
dreds, and  before  another  generation  passes  the 
force  of  Christianity  will  be  felt  and  even  respected 
where  it  is  now  ignored. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty-Two. 

AFTERNOON  RIDE  TO  SILOAM. 

In  the  afternoon  we  again  took  another  ride. 
This  time  we  went  southeast  of  the  city,  through 
the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
valley  and  close  up  to  the  wall  are  buried  the 
dead  Mohammedans,  and  on  the  east,  the  Jews. 
Here,  for  thousands  of  years,  the  Jews  have  been 
laying  their  dead.    The  whole  of  the  east  bank, — all 
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along  up  the  side  of  Olivet,— is  covered  with  the 
tombs  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Israel's  seed, 
and  still,  day  after  day,  the  number  is  being  in- 
creased, all  feeling  that  it  is  a  great  privilege  to 
make  the  last  sleep  so  near  the  once  beloved  and 
Holy  City. 

As  we  pass  down  through  the  deepening  valley  we 
are  reminded  of  associations  that  are  sad  yet  sa- 
cred and  precious.  Here  are  the  land  marks  by 
which  we  know  the  spot  of  Christ's  agony  on  that 
most  eventful  of  all  nights, — the  night  of  betrayal. 
Then,  too,  we  think  of  the  many  times  he  crossed 
and  recrossed  this  valley,  as  he  went  to  and  fro 
from  the  city  to  the  Bethany  home. 

As  we  pass  on  down  we  come  to  the  junction  of 
the  Valley  of  Hinnom,— which  leads  us  to  the  Si- 
loam  of  poetry  and  song. 

"By  cool  Siloam's  shady  rill, 
How  fair  the  lilies  growl 


We  thought  of  singing,  but  as  we  saw  the  rea 
conditions  that  now  exist,  how  could  we?  Wt 
were  made  to  think  of  Israel  by  Babylon's  streams 
"  They  required  of  us  a  song,  but  how  could  we 
sing  the  song  of  Zion  in  a  strange  land?  "  Sin  and 
desolation  have  shorn  the  place  of  its  beauty,  poetry 
and  song.  The  true  Israel  has  been  carried  away 
ind  the  Christ-believing  and  loving  Marys 
has  have  been  driven  to  other  lands. 

forbidding  as  the  surroundings  now  ap- 
nust  stop  a  moment,  as  this  is  the  most 
noted  fountain  within  the  range  of  the  city.  Just 
below  this  pool  is  the  probable  site  of  Solomon's 
gardens,  where  the  spices  grew  and  the  sweet  lilies 
bloomed.  Here,  too.  is  the  place  where  the  blind 
men  washed  and  came  seeing. 
^  _  Afyssjfoy  ,:,„,„„  ;,ui  Blfh«jg  ■--,      - 

Indiana™-VarKed°along  ?Sw)  ,  Vibnly  >(  iumeu 
~  with  associations  so  sweet,  the  thought  came  to  us, 

how  blessed  it  would  be  were  this  h'  aling  Savior 

here  now,  because  still  the  blind  grope  their  way 

down  the  valley,  while  the  deformed  and  hopeless 

lepers  cry   for    alms    f.om    the    passer-by 

shady  rill  might  yet  be  cool  aiu 

body  and   mind,  were  the  curs 

moved  and  the  now  almost  nud 

made  musical  with  the  healing  word 

Physician. 
As  we  go  on  down,  we  come  to  th 

gel  (Fuller's  Spring)  and  the  supposed  b 

between  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  oth 
Bible  note  are  pointed  out  as 

ley  or  ravine.  Having  yet  part  of  the  afternoon 
before  us,  we  continued  our  ride  down  towards  the 
Dead  Sea.  Although  poverty,  want  and  misery  are 
depicted  all  along,  yet  the  ride  was  interesting  be- 
cause of  it  being  historical  grounds'and  full  of  Bible 
events. 

TO  MIZPEH. 

Again  we  mount  our  donkeys,— this  time  over 
the  hills  for  Mizpeh.  the  once  famous  city  of  Ben- 
jamin, supposed  to  be  the  birthplace,  residence  and 
burial  place  of  the  prophet  Samuel.  This,  alone, 
would  make  it  a  place  of  interest  to  Bible  students. 
The  location  is  about  3,000  feet  above  the  sea  level, 
and  the  highest  mountain  in  all  the  surrounding 
country.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountain  we  met, 
coming  down  from  the  mountain,  a  large  party  of 
Mohammedans,  in  their  most  attractive  dresses, 
men  and  women  mounted  on  the  every-where-pres- 
ent  donkeys.  They  had  been  attending  some  kind 
of  a  pleasure  or  religious  feast  on  the  sacred  heights, 
for  Mohammedans  revere  these  sacred  places,  as  well 
as  the  Christians,  and,  from  all  appearances,  seem 
to  be  jolly  and  happy. 

There  was  also  a  band  of  Greeks,  going  up  at  the 
same  time  we  did.  On  the  very  top  there  is  a 
Mosque  with  a  tower,  from  which  is  had  the  grand- 
est- view     in     Eastern     Palestine.    On    our    ar- 


rival at  the  place  there  were  a  dozen  or  more  ready 
to  take  charge  of  our  donkeys  while  we  ascended 
the  tower  and  viewed  the  surrounding  mountains 
anJ  cities,— remembering  that  in  this  country  cities 
are  all  built  on  the  sides  and  tops  of  hills  and 
mountains.  The  Crusaders  called  the  place  "  The 
Mountain  of  Joy,"  because  from  here  the  people 
got  the  first  sight  of  Jerusalem,  though  only  a  small 
part  of  it  can  be  seen  from  this  point.  After  climb- 
ing up  a  long,  winding  sta'rway,  with  frequent  plat- 
forms for  taking  breith,  we  reached  the  top  one, 
and  to  say  we  were  delighted  with  the  views  op- 
ened up  before  us,  only  partly  expresses  our  feel- 
ings. 

After  taking  our  bearings,  by  the  compass,  we 
looked  around  and  counted  some  eleven  towns  and 
cities,  capping  the  surrounding  hills  and  mountains. 
Among  them  the  city  of  Ai,  made  prominent  in  the 
history  of  the  time  of  Joshua.  To  thus  stand  on  the 
very  top  of  Mizpeh  and  view  with  our  own  eyes  the 
once  valued  possessions  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  was 
a  privilege  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  we  not  only 
appreciated  it  but  our  meditations  over  the  wonder- 
ful providences  of  God,  over  the  nations  that  have 
come  and  gone,  were  interesting  indeed. 

On  our  descent  our  donkies  were  all  awaiting  us, 
and  the  attendants  had  so  divided  the  number  that 
there  were  two  for  each,,  one  to  hold  the  reins  or 
hridle,  and  the  other  to  as-ist  us  in  getting  on, 
which,  of  course,  meant  two  backsheeshs  from  each 
of  us.  or  a  war  of  words.  We  concluded  that  the 
fust  would  be  the  better  thing  to  do.  But  unfortu- 
nately we  did  not  all  have  the  same  amount  of 
change,  and  the  one  that  got  the  big  piece  made  it 
known  to  his  fellows,  and  at  once  we  had  war  in 
the  camp.  The  "  tipping "  business  is  a  system 
with  them,  and  they  have  it  down  fine,  always 
i^mx+r'GTtisuviJoj^pu^Y^'  """,  the  hiahest.  ^ 

ening  up  as  nearly  as  we  could,  we   rrdered  our 
guide  to  charge,  and  we  charged  in  a  double  quick. 
On   our   return   we  passed  over    and    along  the 
brook  Elah  from  the  bed  of  which  David  chose  five 
smooth   stones  and  placed  them  in  his  shepherd's 
bag,  before  slinging  at  the  giant  Goliath.     We  had 
no  giants  just  then  to  sling  at,  but  to  remember  the 
place,  we,  too,  .each  gathered  us  five  pebbles  from 
this  same   brook,— and    after  they  were  gathered, 
which  consumed  about  a  half  hour,  it  would  have 
been   interesting  to   have    seen    us    compare    our 
"  finds,"  and  heard  the  discussions  as  to  who  had 
the  exact  size  and  shape  that  David  used  on  the 
memorable  occasion.     But  as  we  were  all  interested 
parties  and  therefore  unable  to  render  an  impartial 
decision,  we  agreed,  that  each  one  should  have  the 
right  to  feel  that  his  own  were  the  nearest  the  size 
and  shape  used,  but  we  still  think  that  our  lot  was 
just  a  little  the  nearest  being  the  exact  duplicates  of 
David's,  and  we  brought  them  with   us  so  that  we 
will  be  able  to  back  up  our  belief,  if  it  ever  becomes 
necessary. 

Here,  too,  we  had  a  glimpse  at  the  position  of 
the  Philistine  Army,  and,  by  a  little  play  on  the  im- 
agination, we  saw  David  with  the  pebbled  sling  in 
his  hand.  Then,  from  the  midst  of  the  great  army, 
came  forth  defiantly  the  bantering  giant.  Nearer 
and  nearer  the  combatants  diaw  towards  each  oth- 
er. Then,  a  halt, — twice  we  saw  the  swing  whirl 
around,  and  up  over  his  shoulders,  and  a  third 
tim<*, — whiz!  it  went, — a  thud,  the  giant  staggers, 
he  falls— and  we  leave. 

Onward  we  go,  changing  our  course  through  an 
orange  orchard,  when  we  notice,  some  distance 
away,  on  a  grassy  plat,  near  a  waterside,  a  lot  of 
women  at  some  kind  of  work.  We  halt  and  see 
that  they  are  "  grinding  on  a  mill."  This,  we  must 
see.  So  we  all  turn  aside  and  we  are  delighted  in 
seeing  "  two  women  grinding  at  a  mill."  Here,  in- 
deed, was  a  duplication  of  the  mill  and  scene  al- 
luded  to  by  Christ  over  eighteen   hundred  years 
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ago!  The  mill  consisted  of  two  stones,  the  " 
and  nether."  The  lower  stone  had  an  iron 
a  half  inch  in  diameter  and  four  long,  in  the  ce  t  ' 
The  upper  had  a  hole  in  the  center,  perhaps 
inches.  This  upper  stone  being  placed  on  Hie  i0J 
er  and  the  pin  coming  up  through  it,  held  it  in  pos. 
tion,  and  also  left  an  aperture  into  which  the  e  ■ 
was  poured.  There  was  also  a  good-sized  pi„  • 
the  outer  edge  of  the  upper  stone,  which  formed  th 
handle  by  which  the  stone  was  whirled  around 
The  mill  was  placed  on  a  large  cloth,  and  the  flour' 
as  ground,  came  out  at  the  outer  edges,  from  b  ' 
tween  the  stones,  and  dropped  down  into  the  cloth 
Two  women  were  doing  the  grinding,  each  one  us! 
ing  her  right  hand  for  turning  the  mill,  and,  with 
the  other,  doing  the  feeding.  We  all  tried  our 
hands  at  it,  but  could  not  do  it  so  well  as  the  wom- 
en, and  though  they  said  we  did  it  "  gude  ' 
laughed  heartily  at  our  awkwardness. 

But  who  says,  "The  world  do  move?"  It  mar 
though  we  are  sure  that  the  customs  of  this  people 
do  not  change— and  have  not  for  the  last  eighteen 
hundred  years.  What  better  evidence  can  we  have 
of  the  authenticity  of  the  Bible  than  are  these  liv- 
ing illustrations? 

As  we  looked  at  these  poor  people  in  their  primi- 
tive manner  of  living,  the  thought  came  to  us,  Why 
is  this?  Why  this  wonderful  conservativeness  on 
the  part  of  this  people?  Is  it  not  that  the  Bible 
may  be  the  better  interpreted  through  and  by  the 
lives  of  these  living  witnesses?     Surely  he  that  run- 
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Ifter  leaving  this,  to  us,  very  interesting  scene, 
came  to  a  town,  jammed  up  against  a  mountain 
so  steep  that  the  roofs  of  those  below  would  be  on 
a  level  with  the  front  doors  of  those  above.  Why 
y  people  should  persist  in  building  on  the  sides 
.gl  these  steep |  mountains,  wfe  cannot.-undc-ijjr^ 
The  narrow,  rocky  bridle-paths  leading  to  and  from 
them  are  so  steep  and  rough  that  even  the  sure- 
footed donkey  hesitates  to  take  the  perilous  step. 

We  saw  men  ride  down  these  declivities  when 
we  feared  every  step  made  would  hurl  them  head- 
long to  certain  death.  The  Lord  surely  does  a 
good  thing  in  giving  to  this  people  the  patient,  gen- 
tle and  surefooted  donkeys.  Truly,  they  are  a  bless- 
ing. 

But  we  want  to  tell  you  something  else  we  saw. 
As  we  passed  along  through  one  of  the  narrow 
streets  below  us,  we  saw  what  we  would  call  dirty 
mud  holes,  because  mud  holes  in  our  country  are 
comparatively  clean  to  the  one  we  now  speak  of. 
And  what  do  you  think?  In  these  a  lot  of  women 
were  doing  their  washing!  We  could  scarcely  be- 
lieve our  own  eyes.  We  halted  our  donkey  and 
looked  at  the  process.  They  slashed  their  clothes 
back  and  forth  through  these  puddles,  then  wrung 
them  and  spread  them  out  on  the  ground  to  dry 
ich.  In  this  climate  the  sun  does  more 
g  the  clothes  for  the  people,  th 
The  rays  of  the  sun  are  so  hot  that 
water  in  the  clothes  is  made  hot  enough  to  scald 
sect  life  in  them,  in  its  evaporation  process, 
when  they  arc  dry  they  are  given  a  good 
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and  they  are  considered  clean 
ble  washing  done  by  these  common  peop 
the  streams,  in  our  travels,  but  never  saw  a  «»■- 
board  used  or  rubbing  done  by  hand.    They 
ned  the  easier  way.-that  of  slashing  and  wring 


form 


ing.  We  name  these  things  that  you  may 
some  idea  of  the  home  life  of  the  present  dwe 
in  this  land,  that  once  flowed  with  milk  and  hon  ^ 
In  the  evening,  as  we  passed  in  through  the  Ja^ 
Gate  to  the  New  Grand  Hotel  we  were  ma  ^  ^ 
thank  God  that  even  among  this  people  there  a^ 
few  places  where  we  can  be  surrounded  by 

The    COn  ra 

forts  that  afford  a  homelike  feeling.      tne  ^ 

is  so  great  that  it  strikes  you  as  a  lovely  g   ^ 
spot  in  the  midst  of  a  burning  desert. 
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AT  HIS  FEET. 

Lord,  I  would  offer  thee 

A  heart's  untarnished  gold; 
And  yet  how  can  it  be 
When  all  there  is  in  me 

Is  touched  with  blight  and  mold? 
I  find  within  no  thought 

So  holy  that  it  may 
Unashamed  to  thee  be  brought, 
Except  as  it  hath  caught 

From  thee  a  hallowing  ray. 
Yet  all  I  am  is  thine. 

Through  sins  and  flaws  and  staini 
I  feel  thy  presence  shine. 
Take  me,  and  make  divine 

All  that  uncleansed  r 


-    Lord,  of  thyself  not  much 

In  me  canst  thou  behold, 
And  yet  thou  savest  such; 
The  magic  of  thy  touch 

Transmutes  my  dross  to  gold. 
Contrition  thou  dost  prize 

All  sacrifice  above. 
Dear  Lord,  I  dare  arise 
And  look  into  thine  eyes, 

Because  I  know  thy  love. 

— Lucy  Larcom. 

MINISTERIAL  MEETINUS. 

BY  SAMUEL  BOWSER. 

Believing  that  our  ministerial  meetings  could 
yet  be  improved,  though  we  believe  much  good 
has  already  resulted  from  many  of  them,  and  also 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  their  design  is  improperly 
understood  by  some,  we  have  a  few  suggestions  to 
make. 

The  idea  has  gone  out  that  no  one  excepting  the 
/ministry*  would  be  benefited  in  attending  these 
meetings.  In  some  cases  among  the  laity  there  is 
even  the  impression  that  they  are  not  wanted  there 
unless  they  are  ministers.  This  is  probably  due, 
more  or  less,  to  the  name  "  ministerial"  This 
name  really  leaves  the  impression  that  it  is  a  meet- 
ing for  the  ministers  (which  is  generally  accepted 
to  mean  preachers),  without  describing  the  nature 
or  character  of  the  business  or  discussions  to  be 
engaged  in.  This  makes  even  a  hurtful  impression 
among  some  of  the  less  posted  ministers  who  are 
not  readers  of  the  Messenger,  and  our  church  liter- 
ature generally,  for  they  think,  as  I  have  heard 
some  say,  it  is  the  next  thing  to  a  "  teachers'  insti- 
tute." 

Since  the  name  has  gone  out  it  would  probably 
be  hard  to  change,  and  indeed  it  is  hard  to  find  one 
to  answer  the  purpose  any  better  without  making  it 
too  lengthy.  The  best  I  have  yet  found  would  be 
"District  Interview  Meeting"  or  "Interview  Dis- 
trict Meeting."  It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  a 
place  where  all  interested  in  forwarding  the  cause 
of  the  Master  in  any  of  its  phases  could  meet  and 
exchange  their  views  and  experience  as  well.  This 
would  certainly  include  all  deacons,  and  would  be 
a  grand  place  for  surh  young  brethren  and  sisters 
as  are  zealous  and  talented.  Come,  brethren  and 
sisters,  you  are  all  wanted! 

We  hope  these  lines  will  help  to  convey  the  idea 
that  these  meetings  are  profitable  to  all  who  will 
take  the  pains  to  attend.  But  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
practicable  for  all  to  attend,  should  have  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  character  of  the  topics  dis- 
cussed. A  great  many  of  the  topics  given  in  the 
different  programs  would  make  splendid  texts  for 
a  sermon,  but  to  use  them  at  a  ministerial  meeting 
>s  spending  time  that  should  and  could  be  spent  to 
greater  profit  to  those  at  home,  while  there  is  a 
much  cheaper  way  of  getting  sermons,  whereby 
the  whole  congregation  will  get  the  benefit.  To  il- 
lustrate we  will  use: 


:  Secure  and  Maintain  a  Large  Attendance 


ings?" 


Give  them  only  this  one  thought  on  the  above 
topic,  "  By  ministers,  as  well  as  all  the  members, 


inviting  people  to  come,  and  when  they  do  come  be 
sure  to  make  them  feel  welcome  by  shaking  hands 
and  inviting  them  back."  This  thought  every  one 
can  take  home  and  put  it  to  practice  the  year 
round,  as  well  as  impress  it  upon  others. 

2.  "  The  Second  Coming  of  Christ." 

On  this  subject  some  interesting  and  pleasant 
thoughts  may  be  given,  but  they  are  not  near  so 
far-reaching  because  the  deacons  and  lay  members 
present  cannot  put  to  practice  the  truths  brought 
out,  nor  teach  them  to  others  at  home.  Such  a 
topic  would  be  but  little  if  any  help  to  the  preach- 
ers, in  preaching  on  that  subject,  and  if  any  help  at 
all,  it  would  be  only  for  one  sermon.  Besides,  we 
can  arrange  for  a  series  of  meetings,  and  secure  the 
services  of  some  able  brother,  who  will  give  us 
twenty  or  more  of  these  good  sermons  right  at 
home,  and  this  can  be  done  by  the  different  congre- 
gations. 

My  suggestions  are  that  we  do  our  utmost  to  dis- 
abuse the  minds  of  those  who  have  been  indifferent 
in  regard  to  attending  these  meetings,  Further, 
that  we  select  no  more  Scripture  texts  for  topics  ex- 
cepting such  as  have  in  them  the  features  of  in- 
struction in  church  government  or  church  work  of 
some  kind.  Not  having  so  many  sermons  to 
preach,  we  can  make  them  shorter  and  thus  con- 
nect with  our  District  Meetings,  and  bind  the  Min- 
utes together,  thereby  getting  those  to  attend  who 
otherwise  would  not,  and  those  to  read  the  Minutes 
who  may  not  be  able  to  attend. 

Ankeny,  Iowa. 

MAN  BEFORE  THE  FALL. 

BY  W.  G.  SCHROCK. 

When  in  the  council-chamber  of  heaven  it  was 
proposed  to  make  man,  the  Deity,  in  his  three-fold 
nature,  determined  to  create  him  in  his  own  simili- 
tude.    "  And  God  said,   Let  us  make  man  in  our 

own    image,    after    our    likeness So    God 

created  him  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he  them." 

Man  was  to  be  God's  representative  upon  the 
earth,  so  God  endowed  him  with  superior  intelli- 
gence above  the  rest  of  his  creation.  He  gave  to 
animals  instinct,  to  man  was  added  the  gift  of 
speech,  reason,  the  moral  sentiments,  and  a  spiritu- 
al nature  capable  of  knowing  and  revering  God. 
He  gave  man  power  and  dominion  over  the  work  of 
creation, — animate  and  inanimate, — from  the  lowest 
type  of  life  to  the  highest  in  the  scale  of  animal 
life  around  him.  "  And  God  blessed  them,  and 
God  said  unto  them,  "Be  fruitful,  and  multiply, 
and  replenish  the  earth,  and  subdue  it.  and  have  do- 
minion over  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl 
of  the  air,  and  over  every  living  thing  that  moveth 
upon  the  earth."  It  could  truly  be  said  of  him, 
"  I'm  monarch  of  all  I  survey. 
My  right  there  is  none  to  dispute." 

From  the  Mosaic  record  we  learn  that  the  origin 
of  man  was  the  direct  creation  of  God  in  the  last 
day  of  creation. 

Man  is  not  an  unsolvable  enigma  but  the  creation 
of  an  allwise  Creator.  How  infinite  in  goodness! 
How  limitless  in  reason!  In  form  and  capacity  al- 
most like  his  Maker!  When  man  came  in  the  puri- 
ty of  his  compound  nature,  fresh  from  the  hands  of 
the  Creator,  God,  the  judge  of  all  the  earth,  pro- 
nounced all  created  things  good,  man  included. 

It  seems  from  the  Bible  account,  and  before  sin 
cursed  the  world,  that  man  was  perfect  in  all  his 
parts.  His  nature  and  disposition,  as  well  as  his 
image  and  likeness,  were  like  God  himself.  God's 
image  in  man  may  not  have  been  as  much  in  ap- 
pearance as  in  the  nature  of  the  soul.  The  mind  of 
God  was  indelibly  stamped  upon  the  inner  man,  in 
all  the  characteristics  of  his  divine  nature.  True, 
his  natural  body  was  taken  from  the  earth  but  the 
immaterial  and  immortal  principle  in  man  was  a 
part  of  the  divinity. 

As  soon  as  man  was  created  God  put  at  his  dis- 
posal the  entire  creation  for  his  benefit  and  pleas- 
ure. Over  it  he  was  to  exercise  authority.  In  this 
God  honored  man  and  gave  him  power  and  domin- 
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ion  over  all  living  creatures  in  sea  and  land.  Man 
was  to  be  the  lord  of  all  created  things,  and  he  was 
to  dress  the  beautiful  garden  in  which  man  was  orig- 
inally placed  by  the  Maker. 

Trior  to  the  fall,  man's  powers  of  body  and  mind 
readily  conformed  to  the  will  of  God.  The  mind  of 
God  met  man  in  flesh  and  soul.  Heaven  and  earth 
met  in  man's  holy  nature.  His  will  and  under- 
standing united  with  all  his  inclinations  to  do  the 
will  of  his  Maker.  His  affections  and  appetites 
were  constantly  subject  to  his  God-given  nature. 
Thus  holy  and  happy  were  our  first  parents  in  hav- 
ing the  honor  of  bearing  the  image  and  likeness  of 
God,  their  Creator. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  contemplate  the  wonderful 
change  brought  about  through  man  violating  God's 
law.  How  changed  their  condition!  How  great 
the  fall!  Before  the  fall,  man,  in  his  innocency, 
walked,  with  his  Maker,  in  the  garden.  Then  noth- 
ing but  union  and  sweet  communion  existed  be- 
tween the  creature  man  and  the  Creator  God. 

Nothing  marred  the  lovely  and  happy  pair,  as 
they  continued  to  drink  in  the  cup  of  bliss,  God  so 
abundantly  showered  upon  them  from  day  to  day. 
But  mark  the  change!  Instead  of  retaining  God's 
image  upon  the  soul  of  man,  he  yielded  to  tempta- 
tion and  fell  from  his  high  and  holy  state. 

Berlin,  Pa. 

THE  FRUIT  OF  THE  HIOHER  LIFE. 

BY  A.  HUTCHISON. 

My  last  said  something  about  pruning,  as  a* 
means  by  which  to  secure  good  fruit.  Now  we 
wish  to  speak  more  particularly  of  the  fruit  itself. 
This  is  especially  necessary,  for  we  read  in  Matt.  12: 
33  that  the  "  tree  is  known  by  his  fruit."  This  does 
not  say  we  think,  but  we  know  the  tree.  The  Savior 
asks  a  very  significant  question,  when  he  says,  "  Do 
men  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles?" 
M^tt.  7:  16.  Now,  it  must  be  clear  to  every  think- 
ing mind,  that,  if  the  branch  is  not  like  the  vine, 
the  fruit  will  not  be  the  same,  and  if  the  fruit 
which  we  bear  is  not  like  that  produced  by  Christ, 
the  vine,  we  may  know  that  we  are  not  a  branch  of 
the  true  vine. 

Jesus  gives  us  plainly  to  understand  that  we  can- 
not bear  the  genuine  fruit  outside  of,  or  without 
him.  He  says,  "  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit 
of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no  more  can 
ye,  except  ye  abide  in  me."  John  15;  4.  A  start- 
ling truth!  If  we  were  all  more  like  Christ  in  our 
minds,  spirits,  and  actions,  we  v  ould  be  a  much 
greater  power  for  good  in  the  world.  And  Paul 
says,  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus."     Fhilpp.  2;  5. 

If  this  be  true  of  us,  then  the  fruit  which  we  bear 
must  be  the  same  kind  as  that  borne  by  Christ,  and 
if  it  is  not,  we  may  readily  suspect  the  cause.  The 
apostle  can  quickly  tell  us  where  the  trouble  is. 
He  would  say,  "  Ye  are  carnal."  And  if  we  inquire 
of  him,  how  he  knows  so  well,  he  will  answer,  "  For 
whereas  there  is  among  you  envying,  and  strife,  and 
divisions,  are  ye  not  carnal,  and  walk  as  men?  "  I 
Cor.  3:  3.  You  know  we  are  to  know  the  tree  by 
the  fruit.  Now  if  our  life,  and  our  conversation, 
and  the  general  trend  of  our  every-day  walk  is  like 
the  carnal  man,  who  can  blame  any  one  for  brand- 
ing us  as  hypocrites?  Rom.  8:  7  tells  us  that  "  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God."  And  if  we  ex- 
hibit that  kind  of  fruit,  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  know 
that  there  is  more  of  the  Gospel  pruning  needed. 
Nothing  but  the  pruning  knife  of  God's  Word,  op- 
erated by  the  Holy  Spirit,  will  ever  get  such  trees 
or  branches  to  become  good  fruit-bearing  trees. 

It  matters  not  how  strong,  or  high  our  pretensions 
to  true  piety  may  be,  the  fruit,  which  is  in  keeping 
with  our  real  character,  will  develop  sooner  or  later. 
What  is  found  in  Num.  32:  23  will  then  fit  the  case 
of  every  one  who  has  been  untrue.  It  says,  "  Be 
sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out." 

The  many  clusters  of  sour  grapes,  produced  by 
such  as  claimed  to  be  branches  of  the  True  Vine,  is 
one  of  the  causes,  if  not  the  principal  one,  why 
there  are  so  many  who  question  the  true  value  of 
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any  and  all  religions.  0  how  happy  I  would  feel, 
if  all  our  brethren  and  sisters  in  the  Brethren  church 
would  be  true  epistles,  which  might  be  known  and 
read  of  all  men.  Then  the  enemy  would  be  com- 
pelled to  fall  backward  and  go  to  the  ground,— be- 
cause that  would  bring  about  a  condition  of  things 
like  the  Savior  promised  to  his  faithful  ones.  He 
says,  "  For  I  will  give  you  a  mouth  and  wisdom, 
which  all  your  adversaries  shall  not  be  able  to  gain- 
say nor  resist."     Luke  21:15. 

Then  our  council-meetings  and  our  social  meet- 
ings would  be  such  as  to  make  the  unlearned  or  un- 
believing fall  clnwn  upon  their  faces,  and  worship 
God,  and  report  'hat  God  is  in  you  of  a  truth.  See 
1  Cor.  14:  24,  25.  Our  Annual  Meetings  would  pro- 
duce a  great  tidal  wave  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  fruit, 
so  that  men  and  women,  attending  those  large 
gatherings,  who  were  unconverted,  would  never  re- 
cover from  the  shock  until  they  would  give  their 
lives  into  the  service  of  the  Lord.  Why  not  labor 
hard  to  produce  the  true   Christian  fruit? 

MePhtrson,  Kans. 

"THE  LORD  OUR  R10MTEOUSNESS."-Jer.  13:  6. 


Number  Bight. 
'For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  U 
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Any  Mini  who  WW  may  lx  One  of  God's  Elect. 
The  Bible  doctrine  of  elections  and  of  free  choice 
are  by  no  means  at  war  with  each  other.  Free 
moral  agency  and  election  go  hind  in  hand.  It  is 
not  of  him  that  uilleth,  else  there  would  be  no 
election,  and  there  can  be  no  election,  if  the  indi- 
vidual refuses  to  will,  else  there  could  be  no  free 
moral  agency. 

In  every  saved  child  of  God  the- doctrines  ofelec- 
tion  and  of  free  moral  agency  arc  both  personified. 
It  matters  not  how  much  we  will,  nor  llpv  mm  h  we 
work,  there  can  be  no  salvation  until  we  resign  all 
to  Christ.  "Then  it  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor 
of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth  mer- 
cy."    Rom.  9:  16. 

There  can  be  no  resignation  to  Christ  if  we  don't 
will  to  resign;  hence,  "Whosoever  will,  let  him 
take  the  water  of  life  freely."  Rev.  22:  17.  There 
is  an  elect  household,  a  city  of  refuge,  and  Christ, 
our  Savior,  is  standing  in  the  door,  even  at  the 
gate,  and  crying  to  all  the  world,  lost  and  ruined, 
"  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money;  come  ye, 
buy,  and  eat;  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without 
money  and  without  price."     Isaiah  55:  1. 

Christ  cries  to  all,  "If  any  man  thirst,  let  him 
come  unto  me  and  drink."     John  7:  37. 

Christ  stands  at  the  door  of  the  sheep  fold,  the 
church,  the  household  of  the  elect,  and  cries,  "  I  am 
the  door:  by  me  if  any  n.an  enter  in,  he  shall  be 
saved."     John  10:  9. 

"  If  anv  man  enter  in,"— not  those  who  are  elect, 
but  any  man  who  w.ll  may  enter  in  and  become  one 
of  the  elect,—"  shall  he  saved." 

"  By  the  righteousness  of  one  the  free  gift  came 
upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life."  The  free 
gift  came  not  upon  the  elect  few,  but  upon  all  men 
unto  justification  of  life.  Though  righteousness, 
holiness,  justification,  and  life  ate  offered  free—  an 
immortal  gift— to  every  man;  they  cannot  be  en- 
joyed until  we  accept  the  gift.  God  will  not  force 
it  upon  us,  but  he  purchased  it  by  the  death  of  his 
nd  holds  it  out  to  all  who  will  accept  his 
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It  is  not  God's  will  that  any  man  be  lost,  hence 
he  has  offered  free  salvation  to  every  man.  He 
holds  out  the  offer  and  pleads  with  men  through 
his  servants,  to  accept  of  life.  "We  are  ambassa- 
dors for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by 
us:  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled 
to  God."  2  Cor.  s :  20  and  6:  1.  "We,  as  workers 
together  with  him,  beseech  you  also  that  ye  receive 
not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain." 

God  would  move  upon  us  by  his  love,  to  accept 
his  free  gift,  for  "the  goodness  of  God  leadcth 
thee  to  repentance."  Rom.  2:  4.  "  God  commend- 
eth  his  love  to  us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sin- 
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ners,  Christ  died  for  us."  Rom.  5:  8.  "  In  this 
was  manifest  the  love  of  God  toward  us,  because 
that  God  sent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world, 
that  we  might  live  through  him."     I  John  4:  9. 

"Christ  died  for  the  ungodly"  (Rom.  5:  6)  and 
all  who  will  accept  him  aie  washed  in  his  blood. 
The  ransom  is  paid  and  the  sinner's  liberty  is  fully 
purchased,  if  he  will  only  accept  it.  God  is  "  not 
willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that  all  should 
come, to  repentance."     1  Pet.  3:  9. 

God  will  not  compel  any  one  to  accept  the  gift 
of  life,  yet  it  is  his  will  that  every  man  be  saved. 
If  any  man  is  lost,  it  will  be  because  he  will  not  be 
saved,  for  every  provision  is  made,  God  is  recon- 
ciled, and  the  sinner  invited  to  accept  his  free  gift. 

God  would  arouse  us,  not  only  by  his  love  and 
goodness,  but  by  his  judgments,  for  he  tells  us  to 
"remember  Lot's  wife"  (Luke  17:  32),— to  think 
of  the  angels  that  sinned,  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, 
and  Balaam.  "  Knowing  therelore  the  terror  of  the 
Lord,  we  persuade  men  "  to  leave  their  sins,  to  ac- 
cept Christ,  to  come  to  God.     2  Cor.  5:11. 

"  For  we  know  him  that  hath  said,  Vengeance  be- 
longeth  unto  me,  I  will  recompense,  saith  the 
Lord.  And  again,  the  Lord  shall  judge  his  people. 
It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
living  God."     Heb.  10:  30,  31. 

God  will  justly  let  every  man  go  down  to  reap 
the  just  reward  of  his  own  works,  who  will  not  be 
moved,  neither  by  his  love  and  mercy  nor  by  his 
fear  to  receive  the  free  gift  of  righteousness.  "  Be- 
cause I  have  called,  and  ye  refused;  I  have 
stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded;  but 
ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my  counsel,  and  would 
none  of  my  reproof:  I  also  will  laugh  at  your 
calamity;  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh- 
when  your  fear  cometh  as  desolation,  and  your  de- 
structton  cometh  as  a  whirlwind;  when  distress  and 
anguish  cometh  upon  you.  Then  shall  they  call 
upon  me,  but  I  will  not  answer;  they  shall  seek  me 
early,  but  they  shall  not  find  me:  for  that  they  hat- 
ed knowledge,  and  did  not  choose  the  fear  of  the 
Lord:  they  would  none  of  my  counsel:  they  de- 
spised all  my  reproof.  Therefore  shall  they  eat  of 
the  fruit  of  their  own  way,  and  be  filled  with  their 
own  devices."     Prov.  1:  24-31. 


God's  judgments  will  be  terrible  to  all  who  wiu;   1^. 
not  be  moved  by  neither  mercy  nor  fear.     "  As  Mo- 
ses lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even    so 
must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up:  that  whosoever 
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come  in  and  be  saved.     Oh  that  all   might    _. 
Not  one  need  be  left  behind.     (See  diagram.) 

Any  man  becomes  a  member  of  the  household  of 
the  elect  by  faith,  repentance,  and  baptism.  It 
takes  just  as  much  to  bring  the  moral  man  into 
Christ  as  it  does  the  vilest  sinner.  All  who  are 
saved  in  Christ  stand  holy  as  God,  Christ  being 
their  righteousness.  In  works  they  are  very  imper- 
fect, but  must  grow  in  grace  and  in  Christian  man- 
hood. 

"  As  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ."  Gal.  3:  27.  "  Baptism 
being  the  last  act  on  the  part  of  the  individual  in 
accepting  Christ,  is  used  by  a  figure  of  speech  for 
the  whole  process  of  faith,  repentance,  and  bap- 
tism. 

Every  man  can  come   into  Christ  and  b 
housed  in  the  elect  household  if  he  only  will. 
Bridgewater,  Va. 
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DR.  DOWIE'S  WORK  IN  CHICAGO. 

Many  of  our  readers  would  be  pleased  to  learn 
more  concerning  Mr.  Dowie  and  his  work  than  we 
have  yet  given.  Here  is  an  article,  from  the  Inde- 
pendent, that  contains  much  of  what  we  have  felt  like 
writing  for  some  time.  It  is  written  by  W.  E.  Mc- 
Lennan, of  Chicago,  a  minister  of  fine  ability,  and 
will  bear  a  careful  reading: 

The  announcement  has  just  been  made  in  the 
newspapers  that  the  Rev.  John  Alexander  Dowie, 
the  well-known  advocate  of  "  divine  healing,"  is 
about  to  shake  off  the  dust-or,  rather,  the  mud-of 
Chicago  from  his  feet,  and  seek  a  more  hospitable 
clime.  This  is  regarded  by  Mr.  Dowie  himself, 
who  asserts  he  has  no  intention  of  leaving,  as  only 


February  22,  1896. 


"FEE   GOSPEL   IM-IESSElSrGfEjB,. 


a  polite  way  of  saying:  "  We  wish  you  would  go." 
In  spite  of  very  remarkable  success,  judged  by  all 
outward  signs,  Mr.  Dowie  has  had  a  hard  time  of  it 
in  Chicago.  The  newspapers,  almost  without  ex- 
ception, have  pursued  him  with  the  most  bitter,  in 
some  cases,  outrageous  attacks.  The  State  Board 
of  Health,  a  majority  of  whose  members  are  resi- 
dent physicians  of  Chicago,  after  a  long  and  costly 
and,  on  the  whole,  farcical  trial,  obtained  a  verdict 
against  him  in  Justice  Prindiville's  court  for  prac- 
ticing medicine  without  a  license.  An  appeal  was 
entered,  but  the  case  was  dismissed  before  an  op- 
portunity was  given  for  argument.  Following  this 
came  a  series  of  arrests  on  the  charge  of  maintain- 
ing a  hospital  without  a  license.  Mr.  Dowie  was 
taken  from  his  home  at  almost  every  hour  of  the 
day  and  night,  and  even  from  his  pulpit  on  Sunday, 
and  has  been  locked  up  for  hours  in  filthy  police 
courts,  awaiting  the  coming  of  friends  to  give  bail 
for  his  appearance.  So  bitter,  so  unjust  has  the 
opposition  to  Mr.  Dowie  become,  that  even  his  old 
enemies,  the  newspapers,  have  felt  obliged  to  pro- 
test. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  Mr.  Dowie  has 
prospered.  He  controls  a  large  tabernacle  for  Sun- 
day services,  has  in  constant  use  three  "homes" 
for  guests  who  come  from  a  distance  to  hear  the 
"  doctrine,"  or  to  be  healed  maintains  a  fine  print- 
ing and  publishing  outfit,  and  has  recently  opened 
negotiations  for  over  500  acres  of  land  near  the  city, 
Kpects  permanently  to  establish  himself 


and  his  work.  At  pr> 
to  hundreds  in  his  c 
Side,  he  is  addressi 
largest  congregation  i 
torium  every  Sunday. 
Who  is  John  Alexai 


it,  not  satisfied  to  preach 
tabernacle  on  the  South 
thousands— in    fact,    the 

le  city,  in  the  great  Audi- 

der  Dowie?     Unquestionably 


i  the  foremost  advocate  of  "divine  healing 


this  country,  if  1 
Scotchman,  wit 
Early  in  the  se\ 
Australia.     He 


the 


rid.     He 


:nti 


Dbust 

:ad    that    suggests    Ruskin. 
he  left  his  native  land   for 
ordained  to  the  Congregational 


Ministry  in  1872,  served  several  important  churches, 
and  was  finally  led  to  devote  himself  wholly  to 
evangelistic  work.  While  at  Sydney  he  was  chosen 
by  the  Protestants  of  that  city  to  reply  to  Arch- 
bishop Vaughn,  for  which  he  received  the  personal 
thanks  of  Mr.  Gladstone.  It  was  there,  also,  that 
he  entered  upon  his  work  of  healing,  led  to  it,  as  he 
says,  by  the  effects  of  a  plague  which  had  spread 
rapidly  among  his  own  people.  In  iSSci  he  came  to 
this  country,  residing  on  the  Pacific  Coast  for  two 
years.  Since  1893  he  has  made  his  headquarters  in 
Chicago. 

Mr.  Dowie  has  been  so  persistently  misrepre- 
sented that  I  have  given  particular  attention  to  his 
"doctrine."  I  think  nothing  he  has  published  in 
this  country  has  escaped  my  attention.  I  have 
heard  both  his   public  and   private  expositions.     I 


have  talked  with  th 
ministry  of  healing, 
Finally,  through  a  p 
two   hours. 


lvat 


the 


who   have  come  under 
th  the  cured  and  uncui 

e  interview,   lasting  ne; 

pportunity  of   putting 


sorts  of  questions  to  him  concerning  his  belief 
work.     His  creed  is  not  long.     It  is  summed  up  in 
two  propositions: 

"First.  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and 
forever,  and  being  so.  he  is  unchanged  in  power  and  in  will. 

"  Second,  That  disease  like  sin,  is  God's  enemy  and  the 
devil's  work  and  can  never  be  God's  will.  .  .  .  Nineteen 
centuries  ago  all  manner  of  sickness  and  disease  was  healed 
hy  Jesus,  and  as  a'l  wlioin  he  healed  were  oppressed  by  the 
devil,  it  follows  logically  that  all  sickness  and  disease  is  still 
the  devil's  work." 

His  method  of  procedure  in  the  case  of  adults  is 
best  expressed  in  his  own  words:   ■ 

"I  demand,  first,  repentance  toward  God  and  man,  practical 
restitution,  reslor.ilinn  and  confession;  secondly,  faith  in  Christ 
'or  forgiveness  of  sins  .mil  abandonment  of  everything  incon- 
sistent with  godliness  -lii|uors.  tobacco,  swine's  flesh,  the  use 
01  drugs  ami  surgery;  thirdly,  unwavering  failh  that  God  will 
'■Ml  without  human  .igemV  or  through  ' 
anointing  by  an  elder." 

Mr.  Dowie  has  n 
many  years.  He  ha 
more  than  78,000  pet 
f  whelming  evidenc 
■die  to  deny  that  tho 
helPed,    that    hundr 


aintained  these  doctrines  for 
laid  hands,  as  he  told  me.  on 
ions.  In  the  face  of  such  ov- 
as  he  produces  it  would  be 
isands  have  been  temporarily 
been     permanently 


cured,  not  a  few  of  apparently  incurable  diseases. 


On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  large  number  who 
seemed  to  fulfill  all  the  conditions  named,  but  re- 
ceived no  help.  Some  of  those  reported  cured 
have  lapsed. 

Notwithstanding  the  good  Mr.  Dowie  has  done, 
the  extreme  views  he  holds  regarding  disease,  his 
antagonism  to  physicians  and  his  utter  disregard  of 
all  medicines  will,  in  the  end,  tell  more  against  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  than  for  it.  To  the  extent  that  he 
is  followed  will  fanaticism  triumph.  He  states 
again  and  again  in  his  published  writings,  on  the 
platform,  and  said  to  me  personally  that  all  sick- 
ness is  of  the  devil.  Yet  when  I  asked  him  to  de- 
fine sickness,  it  was  plainly  evident  that  he  had  no 
clear  conception  of  the  word. 

For. example,  I  said:  "If  1  put  my  hand  in  the 
fire  and  am  burned,  is  that  burn  sickness?  " 

He  replied:  "If  you  should  do  it  willfully,  I 
should  call  'hat  folly.  If  you  should  be  burned  ac- 
cidentally, I  should  call  that  a  sickness." 

Now,  if  an  accidental  burn  is  sickness,  and  the 
burn  caused  by  a  willful  act  is  folly,  the  conclusion 
is  that  the  devil  is  more  responsible  for  accidental 
than  for  willful  acts.     Weariness  he  also  regards  as 


He 


ays   he  ha 


nedi( 


foi 


himself  for  thirty-three  years.  St.  Paul's  exhorta- 
tion to  Timothy  to  take  a  little  wine  for  his  stom- 
ach's sake  he  interprets  as  though  the  Apostle  had 
said:  "Take  a  little  oatmeal."  I  asked  him  in 
what  respect  his  "  cures  "  differed  from  those  re- 
corded of  Christian  Scientists,  metaphysicians, 
Mormons,  Roman  Catholics  and  others.  He  re- 
plied: "  I  do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Simpson.  I  believe 
wherever  godly  people  have  sought  for  God  with 
all  their  hearts  for  forgiveness  and  healing  they 
may  expect  to  have  an  answer  to  their  prayers."  I 
showed  my  hand  from  wh'ch  warts  had  been 
"  charmed,"  and  asked  an  explanation.  He  said: 
"The  operator  must  have  been  a  godly  man." 
The  fact  is  that  the  operator  was  not  a  godly  man. 
The-only  explanation  I  can  conceive  Mr.  Dowie 
making  is  that  I  am  deceived.  He  did  say  that 
"  cures  "  by  Christian  Scientists  "  do  not  stand." 

When  I  cited  the  fact  that  Christ  and  his  Apo 
ties  cured  all  diseases,  including  the  restoration  to 
life  of  the  dead,  he  said  that  all  diseases  except 
leprosy,  had  been  cured  under  his  ministry.  He 
had  not  attempted  to  raise  the  dead,  because,  as  he 
expressed  it,  "  when  one  has  died  I  do  not  feel  like 
recalling  him."  He  does  not  profess  to  attempt 
the  restoration  of  limbs  or  organs  that  have  de- 
cayed, as  that  would  be  "  an  act  of  creation." 

From  such  deliverances,  and  others  that  I  might 
quote,  it  seems  plain  that  Mr.  Dowie  differs  in  no 
important  particular  from  other  so-calh  d  "  heal- 
ers." He  does  not  cure  all  who  come  to  him, 
though  they  fulfill  all  reasonable  conditions.  He 
does  not  profess  the  restoration  of  an  organ  absent 
from  birth  or  through  disease.  He  will  not  try  to 
bring  back  the  dead  to  life.  In  scarcely  any  par- 
ticular docs  his  ministry  correspond  to  the  work  of 
Christ  and  the  Apostles.  Moreover,  his  methods 
ot  advertising  suggest  our  Lord's  way  only  by  con- 
trast. Christ  said  to  certain  ones:  "  Tell  no  man." 
Mr.  Dowie  says:  "Tell  everybody."  His  large 
publishing  outfit  is  used  almost  exclusively  to  ad- 
vertise his  doctrines  and  to  magnily  his  reputed 
cures.  All  who  have  been  helped  in  anv  way  may 
have  not  only  their  business  published  but  also 
their  biography  and  large  half-tone  pictures  of 
themselves,  still  his  methods,  in  this  particular, 
are  scarcely  more  reprehensible  than  those  adopted 
by  many  ministers. 
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Lesson  for  March  1 


Time. — Summer  of  A.  D.  29,  perhaps  n 
after  the  last  lessoi 

Place. — The  co 
place  near  Csesares 
foot  of  Mount  H 
river  Jordan  and  o' 
of  Jerusalem. 


nonths 


versation  of  this  lesson  took 
Philippi,  a  town  situated  at  the 
rmon,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
;r  one  hundred  miles  northenst 


Persons.— Jesus,  Peter  and  the  other  disciples. 

Introductory.— After  the  raising  of  Jairus's 
daughter,  of  which  we  studied  in  last  lesson,  Jesus 
and  his  disciples  made  a  third  missionary  tour 
through  Galilee,  performed  numerous  miracles,  and 
was  a  second  time  rejected  at  Nazareth.  While  on 
this  journey  he  also  commissioned  the  twelve  and 
sent  tlu  in  forth  to  preach  and  to  heal.  At  about 
the  time  of  the  death  of  John  the  Baptist  the  twelve 
returned  to  tin  Master  at  Capernaum,  when  he  re- 
tired with  them  across  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  where  he 
fed  the  five  thousand  who  came  unto  him.  From 
there  he  retired  with  his  disciples,  and  as  they  re- 
turned by  ship  at  night  he  came  to  them,  walking 
on  the  water.  The  Lord  then  made  a  journey 
northwest  into  the  parts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  where 
he  lie. ilcd  the  daughter  of  the  Syrophienician 
woman,  and  returned,  by  way  of  Decapolis,  to  the 
east  side  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  from  whence  the 
journey  was  made  to  C.esarea  l'hilippi,  near  which 
the  events  of  this  lesson  occurred. 


1.  The  great  question.  "Whom  say  the  people 
that  I  am?"  Who  is  he?  What  think  ye  of 
Christ?  This  is  the  great  question  of  the  ages.  To 
answer  it  properly  is  a  matter  of  the  profoundest 
importance.  And  in  order  to  answer  it  properly,  it 
should  have  the  most  mature,  deliberate  and  seri- 
ous consideration.  What  will  you  do  with  this 
man  whom  they  call  Chiist?  To  try  to  dismiss  the 
question  from  our  minds  and  shift  the  responsibili- 
ty of  deciding  it,  is  but  to  reject  and  deny  him. 
We  mu  >t  oil  her  be  for  or  against  him.  Who  is  he? 
Do  our  lives  say  that  we  regard  him  as  the  great 
God,  who  is  worthy  of  our  homage  and  obedience? 
Our  ideas  of  him  will  decide  our  character;  our 
character  will  decide  our  destiny. 

2.  The  incorrect  answer.  Some  said  John  the  Bap- 
tist, some  Elijah,  some,  "  one  of  the  old  prophets." 
In  all  this  confusion  of  notions  they  were  all  too 
low.  So  with  too  many  notions  of  Christ  to-day. 
Our  ideas  of  him  are  not  sufficiently  exalted,  and 
hence  in  copying  after  him  we  aim  too  low.  We 
have  too  little  appreciation  of  what  Jesus  has  done 
for  us,  hence  we  do  too  li! tie  in  return.  Let  us  la- 
bor to  be  of  the  pure  in  heart  with  whom  it  is  pos- 
sible to  see  God  in  the  true  beauty  of  his  character 
and  greatness  of  his  love. 

3  The  true  answer.  "  The  Christ  of  God,"  the 
anointed  of  Jehovah.  This  is  truly  a  "great  con- 
fession," in  that  it  confesses  a  great  truth.  It  was 
given  by  Peter,  one  who  was  in  the  best  position  to 
have  familiar  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of  Christ.  It  is  consistent  with  all  revelation.  Un- 
der the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  it  has  now  be- 
come a  part  of  the  divine  Scriptures,  written  for  the 
instruction  and  edification  of  all  men. 

11.    SELF-DENIAL. 

I.  lis  importance.  It  is  essential  to  discipleship. 
"If  any  man  will  came  after  me.  let  him  deny  him- 
self." To  deny  ourselves  is  to  do  that  which  is 
contrary  to  self,  to  take  up  the  cross;  and  this  we 
should  do  daily.  It  will  be  good  for  us,  brethren, 
to  make  an  examination  of  our  own  discipleship, 
and  in  doing  so,  to  apply  this  test  which  the  Mas- 
ter makes.  Are  we  living  lives  of  self-denial?  Are 
we  taking  up  the  cross  deity?  What  did  we  do 
contrary  to  the  dictations  of  the  flesh  to-day,  yes- 
terday? Too  many  of  us  are  easy-going  in  our 
Christian  lives.  We  arc  shunning  the  duties  that 
are  irksome  and  leaving  unborne  the  burdens  that 
are  heavy,  because  we  are  not  possessed  of  the 
spirit  of  self-denying  discipleship  as  we  should  be. 
Let  us  deny  ourselves. 

2.  Results  of  selfishness.  "  Whosoever  will  save  his 
life  shall  lose  it."  The  man  whose  first  purpose  is 
to  live  foi  himself  and  to  advance  his  own  selfish 
purposes  must  necessarily  come  to  destruction.  If 
we  labor  to  save  others,  the  Lord  will  take  care  of 
us.  If  we  labrr  to  save  ourselves,  we  must,  of 
course,  fail,  because  no  human  effort  can  save  us. 
While  self-denial  is  the  salvation,  self-service  is  the 
ruin  of  men.  James  M.  Neff. 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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"The  Seven  Law 
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cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  cents. 

re  for  members  ol   Herding  Circle  only 


ding  Circle.— W.  U.  Stove 
.  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover, 
iboro,  I5a.;  J.  M.  Nell,  Fruil 


IMMEDIATELY. 

The  certainest,  surest  thing  I  know, 

Whatever,  what  else  may  yet  befall 
Of  blessings  or  bane,  of  weal  or  woe. 

Is  the  truth  that  is  fatefulest  far  of  all, 
That  the  Master  will  knock  at  my  door  somi 

And  there,  in  the  silence  hushed  and  dim, 
Will  wait  for  my  coming  with  lamp  alight, 

To  open  immediately  to  Him. 
I  wonder  if  I  at  His  tap  shall  spring 

In  eagerness  up,  and  crrrss  the  floor 
With  rapturous  step,  and  freely  lling, 

In  the  murk  of  the  midnight,  wide  the  doo 


nuch  delay 


Or  will  there  be  work  to 

Or  the  taper,  that  burn 
Or  something  that  craves 

To  open  immediately  t 
Or  shall  I  with  whitened  fear  grow  dumb 

The  moment  I  hear  the  sudden  knock, 
And,  startled  to  think  He  hath  surely  comi 

Shall  falter  and  fail  to  find  the  lock, 
And  keep  Hit 


,    V.hl 


Instead  of  the  bound  with  outstretched  hand. 

To  open  immediately  to  Him! 
If  this  is  the  only  thing  foretold 

Of  all  my  future— then,  I  pray, 
That,  quietly  watchful  I  may  hold 

The  key  of  a  golden  faith  each  day 
Fast  shut  in  my  grasp,  that  when  1  hear 

His  step,  be  it  dawn  or  midnight  dim, 
Straightway  I  may  rise  without  a  fear, 

And  open  immediately  to  Him! 

— Margaret  *J.  Preston. 


OUR  READINd  CIRCLE,— WHERE  IS  IT? 

Well,  what  has  become  of  Our  Missionar; 
Reading  Circle?  Where  are  its  members,  and  wha 
have  they  been  doing?  Ever  since  the  enlarge 
ment  of  the  Messenger  last  October  the  publish 
ers  have  had  the  kindness  to  set  apart  a  page  fo 
'  '  :  paper,  thus  inviting  us  to  makt 
eating  the  great  cause  o 


use  of  this  page 
missions  and   labo 
Circle  and  the  dis 
mation.     But  duri 
has    stood,    all    head 
officers  and  a  course 
readers   of   the    Mess 
nothing  read 
have   wonder 
what  it  is  fo 
and  sisters,  \ 
tunities. 

For  some  time  it  has  been  a  matter  of  corre 
spondencc  between  Bro.  Moore,  Bro.  Stover,  Bro 
Barwick,  sister  Newcomer  and  the  writer  as  to 
who  should  take  charge  of  this  department  and 
say  something  for  Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle. 
At  last  I  consented  to  undertake  the  work,  not 
because  I  have  nothing  else  to  do,  but  because  I 
felt  that  this  work  should  be  done. 

I    am    already    overwhelmed    in    work,    looking 


mination  of  missionary  infor- 
all  this  time  our  department 
1  and  no  body,  a  board  of 
ading,  but  as  far  as  the 
Messenger  have  been  informed, 
nd  nothing  said.  Many,  no  doubt, 
what  this  Reading  Circle  is,  and 
To  say  the  least,  young  brethren 
have  not  lived  up  to  our  oppor- 


after  the  business  of  our  Southern  colony,  preach- 
ing every  Sunday,  preparing  articles  for  our  Sun- 
day School  Department,  etc.,  etc.,  and  will  really 
not  have  the  time  to  devote  to  this  department 
that  it  deserves.  But  every  earnest  member  of 
Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle  will  want  to  see 
this  department  made  a  success,  and  every  one  can 
help.  Let  us  hear  from  you.  Tell  us  what  you 
have  read  and  what  you  think  about  it.  Tell  why 
others  should  read  missionary  literature.  Make 
such  extracts  from  the  books  you  have  read  as 
you  think  will  be  most  helpful  to  the  readers 
of  the  Messenger,  and  send  them  to  us  for  pub- 
lication. In  some  way  endeavor  to  impart  to  oth- 
ers something  of  the  new  life  and  light  you  have 
received. 

Our  beloved  Brotherhood  is  more  and  mote  see- 
ing the  necessity  of  giving  her  young  members 
something  to  do,  and  is  every  year  endeavoring 
to  open  new  channels  for  the  exercise  of  the 
talents  of  the  young.  The  Lord  is  enlarging  our 
sphere  of  usefulness  and  our  opportunities  for  do- 
ing good,  and  in  the  same  proportion  our  respon- 
sibilities are  increasing.  Come,  let  us  see  what 
the  Lord  has  for  us  to  do,  and,  having  learned 
what  our  duty  is,  by  the  grace  of  our  Heavenly 
Father,  let  us  do  it.  J.  M.  N. 

Fruitdalc.  Ala. 


SPIRITUALITY. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

Very  little  is  known   about  real,  genuine  spirit- 

.lity.  Even  those  who  are  most  faithful,  in  at- 
tending to  all  the  external  duties  of  the  Christian 

e,  scarcely  know  the  depth  of  its  meaning. 

Certainly  it  is  not  religionism  or  religiousness, 
is  even  greater  and  far  above  piety.  The  high- 
est type  of  spiritual  life  is  a  life  "  hid  with  Christ 
n  God." 

That  we  may  reach  such  spiritual  height  there 
ire  some  things  we  must  cast  aside: 

I.  First  of  all,  it  is  the  idea  of  making  our  own 
spirituality.  Those  who  have  tried  have  been 
doomed  to  an  unsatisfactory  and  dry  Christian 
life.  There  is  nothing  in  it  but  bitter  disappoint- 
ment. There  are  two  sides  to  every  agency  em- 
ployed to  build  up  the  spiritual  life,— God's  side 
and  man's  side, — and  there  must  be  a  recognition 
of  both  sides  if  the  work  of  building  up  is  to  be 
accomplished.  Now,  when  we  come,  relying  upon 
only  ourselves,  we  fail  to  reach  the  mark.  When 
we  come,  relying  only  upon  God,  there  is  a  mere 
forcing  of  the  means  of  grace,  and  that  cannot 
be  done.  We  cannot  manufacture  spirituality  by 
a  mere  "  going  through  with."  Many  have  spent 
their  lives  in  thus  making  their  own  spirituality, 
only  to  find  out  at  last  the  deception  played  upon 
them  by  Satan. 

Others  there  are  who  hope  to  reach  that  height 
through  the  means  of  seclusion.  They  think  if 
they  keep  away  from  all  amusements,  all  social 
gatherings  and  all  things  which  partake  of  the 
nature  of  the  world,  they  will  become  more  and 
more  spiritual.  On  a  high  bluff  not  far  from  the 
Dead  Sea,  and  over  the  same  spot  where  took 
place  some  holy  incidents  in  the  religious  history 
of  the  world,  is  the  Greek  monastery  of  Mar  Saba. 
Well,  what  of  those  monks  who  live  there,  in  the 
most  secluded  place  that  can  ever  possibly  be 
found?  With  their  life  of  seclusion  and  multiplic- 
ity of  devotional  services,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
they  have  attained  the  highest  ideal  of  the  religious 
"They  are  mostly  old  men  (says  one  who 
ai  not  long  ago),  but  their  faces 
speak  more  of  ignorance,  or  even  of  evil,  not 
seldom  dashed  with  abiding  sadness,  than  of  lofty 
enthusiasm,  or  a  noble  striving  for  heaven.  Hope- 
less and  aimless  they  seem  to  vegetate  in  their 
strange  home,  half  of  them  unable  to  read  the 
manuscripts  in  their  library,  which  they,  neverthe- 
less, carefully  guard  from  the  eyes  of  heretics. 
They  may  neither  smoke,  nor  eat  meat,  but  they 
-anage  occasionally  to  get  raw  spirits  from  travel- 
observe  seclusion  does  not  make 


.ited   Mo 


Thu 


spirituality;  so  we  must  abandon  the  idea  of  mak- 
ing our  own  spiritual  life. 

3.  We  must  lay  down  all  assumed  superiority  in 
spiritual  things.  There  are  some  who  assume  the 
highest  standard  of  spirituality,— only  an  assump- 
tion, nothing  more.  They  talk  very  spiritually, 
but  act  very  unspiritually.  This,  I  say,  is  only 
assumed  spirituality,  which  they  have  not,— 
"  wolves  in  sheep's  clothing." 

4.  Others  are  led  to  this  assumption  by  a  spirit 
of  opposition.  What  spirituality  can  there  be  in  a 
man  who  is  striving  to  reach  the  highest  standard 
of  the  Christian  life,  not  because  the  love  of  Christ 
constraineth  him,  but  simply  because  he  must  sur- 
pass his  neighbor  in  piety  and  holiness?  We  must 
be  very  unspiritual  indeed  to  ever  dare  reach 
spirituality  with  such  a  spirit,  or  through  such  a 
motive! 

If  we  desire  to  reach  the  loftiest  height  of  spir- 
ituality, we  must  abandon  the  idea  of  making  our 
own  spiritual  life;  we  must  lay  down  all  assumed 
superiority  in  spiritual  things.  Then  shall  we  be  in 
condition  for  God  to  do  his  work  in  his  own  way  and 
stand  with  hearts  ready  for  the  operation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 
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TO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

A  writer  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Superintendent 
and  Teacher  gives  some  excellent  advice  to  Sunday 
school  teachers.     He  says: 

1.  Don't  absent  yourself  from  the  school  with- 
out providing  a  substitute.  It  is  discouraging  to 
the  class  and  embarrassing  to  the  Superintendent. 

2.  Don't  be  late.  A  late  teacher  makes  a  late 
lass,  and  late  scholars  disturb  the  school. 

3.  Don't  visit  in  the  school.  Teachers  often  in- 
jure their  influence  by  visiting  other  teachers  dur- 
ing the  opening  and  closing  exercises. 

4.  Don't   allow   a  scholar   to   be   absent  two  i 
cessive  Sabbaths  without  knowing  the  reaso 
teacher's  responsibility  in  this  particular  does  not 
end  with  the  Sabbath. 

5.  Don't  leave  the  checking  of  class  books  and 
taking  collections  until  the  Secretary  or  Treasurer 
comes  around,  but  attend  to  the  matter  before  the 

6.  Don't  allow  scholars  to  have  new  library  books 
or  papers  until  the  close  of  the  lesson. 

7.  Don't  permit  lesson  quarterlies  and  lesson 
leaves  to  be  substituted  for  the  Scriptures.  They 
are  often  excellent  helps  for  home  study.  The 
Bible  is  the  only  allowable  textbook. 

8.  Don't  forget  that  your  mission  is  to  lead  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  not  merely  to  entertain.  So  in- 
struct that  the  unconverted  may  be  led  to  the 
Savior,  and  the  Christian  into  closer  fellowship  with 
the  Redeemer. 

9.  Don't  rest  contented  with  simply  knowing 
your  class  in  the  school,  but  visit  the  scholars  in 
their  homes. 

10.  Don't  think  you  can  teach  without  knowing 
the  scholars  as  well  as  the  lesson.  Have  private 
conversation  with  each  member  of  the  class  on  the 
subject  of  personal  religion. 


DID  NOT  STAY  BURIED. 

A  lady  who  had  passed  through  trouble  was  in 
the  habit  of  singing  often  to  herself  the  beautiful 
hymn,  "  Go  Bury  thy  Sorrow."  One  day  as  she 
was  singing: 

"  Go  bury  thy  sorrow, 
Let  others  be  blest; 
Go  give  them  the  sunshine, 
Tell  Jesus  the  rest," 
her  little   daughter,   who   was   playing   about    the 
room,   looked  up   suddenly   and  saw  tears  rolling 
down  her  mother's  cheeks,  even  while  the  sweet 
words  were  upon  her  lips. 

"  Mamma,"  the  child  said,  "  are  you  digging  it 
up  again?" 
The  mother  felt  reproved. 


February  22, 
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General  Missionary  *  Tract  Department 


.  .  Booth  Kan; 
Mount  Morris, 
.  Brldgewrrtcr, 


Maryland.— Joseph  Spicier,  Deer  Par] 
D.  S.  Wlngard,  Oxford,  40  cents;  Mead 
church,  S2S.50;  Henry  Sines,  Swanton, 
Thomas  Cass,  Oakland,  25  cents;  John ' 
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MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  DECEMBER,   1895. 


Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
rot  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
ions'for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


{Used  onl)  for  Mission  in  U.  S..  Denmark  ami  Swede,,.) 
Pennsylvania— -Upper  Dublin  church,  S8;  N.  Phil- 
adelphia, church,  57.75;  M.  H.  Kelly,  Plumville, 
$2;  Aughwick  church,  93.01;  Summit  church,  $10.50; 
Locust  Grove  Sunday  school,  S6.23;  Walnut  Grove 
church,  S5;  New  Enterprise  church,  SS.55;  D.  H. 
Baker,  Abbottsville,  75  cents;  Daniel  F.  Lepley, 
Connells,  S5;  a  sister,  Philadelphia,  SI;  a  brother, 
Welsh  Run,  50  cents;  Upper  Cumberland  church, 
$4;  Lower  Cumberland  church,  S5.70;  two  sisters 
of  Upper  Cumberland  church,  St. 25;  Manor  church, 
5,4.54;  Nathan  Hoffman,  Pottstown,  Slo;  Green  Spring 
church,  Cumberland  Co.,  S9.25;  Walnut  Grove  Sun- 
day school,  S7.25;  Waynesboro  church,  S20;  a  widow 
sister,  Sipesville,  S3;  Mary  Hedge,  Jefferson,  Si; 
Brothersville  church,  S5-04;  Emma  Reitz,  Listie,  S3; 
G.  W.  Kephart,  Altoona,  S2.50;  Shade  Creek  church, 
S14;  Spring  Creek  church,  822.50;  Big  Swatara 
church,  S13.80;  Lancaster  church,  S8.80;  a  sister,  Me- 
chanicsburg,  SI  75;  Back  Creek  church,  S5-35:  Susan 
Paster,  Williamsport,  20  cents;  Martha  Davis,  Ml. 
Pleasant,  50  cents;  Otho,  Carlie,  Nettie  and  Mamie 
Martin,  S2;  Quemahoning  church,  SIS-J6;    Sipesville 

church,  Quemahoning  congregation,  ?8;  total, -S   : 

Iowa.— Paulina  Kratz,  Hampton,  Si;  South  Keokuk 
church,  S5-75;  South  River  church,  $1.75;  Mt.  Etna 
church,  S3;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S3-02;  Grundy 
County  church,  S34-3°;  Des  Moines  Valley  church, 
S18.60;  Harlan  church,  S4-6o;  G.  B.  Kuepper,  Dunker- 
ton,  S5;  South  Waterloo  church  Sunday  school,  S12; 
Kingsley  church,  S4.05;  Mrs.  Ida  Emmert,  $2;  total,.  -S 
Ohio—  A  brother,  Brookville,  S5;  Upper  Stillwater 
church,  56-65;  Salem  church,  S7-68;  Mrs.  Clara  A. 
Holoway,  Janesville,  Si;  Lick  Creek  church,  Sit; 
Oakland  church,  S5;  LaFayette  church,  S2;  a  sister, 
Lodi,  S3;  Barbara  Fisher,  Foraker,  Sl.4°;  Maple 
Grove  church,  S4.87;  Sugar  Creek  church,  S18.25; 
Margaret  A.  Watts,  Homerville,  50  cents;  Painter 
Creek  and  Ludlow  churches,  $0-63;  Painter  Creek 
Sunday  school,  S487;  Solomon  Rodabaughs,  S9-53;  a 
brother,  McComb,  26  cents;  a  brother,  McComb,  Si ; 

Illinois.  —  Lanark  church,  S".6i;  silver  Creek 
church,  $1.50;  Advanced  Sunday  school  class,  Pleas- 
ant Hill  church,  $2.02;  Woodland  church,  S3  S°,  Cer- 
ro  Gordo  Sunday  school  S265;  Waddam's  Grove 
church,  S5.29;  Yellow  Creek  Sunday  school,  S23.60; 
Mrs.  W.  A-  Yarger,  Oraugeville,  $4;  Panther  Creek 
Sunday  school,  S2.50;  Sugar  Creek  church,  SI;  Eliz- 
abeth and  Sarah  Hohf,  Mt.  Morris,  $2:  a  brother,  Mt. 
Morris,  Si;  total S 

Virginia— Dumei  Miller,  Spring  Creek,  SI.Q5;  G. 
W.  Naff,  Rocky  Mount,  S3.25;  Reed  family,  Easton, 
S23;  Lebanon  in  Pleasant  Valley  church,  S4;  Pleas- 
ant Valley  church.  Si. 50;  Botetourt  church,  S20.33;  J. 
W.  Myers  and  wife,  Old  Folks'  Home,  S2;  a  sister, 
•    Fayetteville,  SI.70;  Mrs.  Mary  Williams,  $1.2°;  total,  S 

Indiana.— Shipshewana  church,  40  cents;  J.  C.  and 
Amy  Shigley,  West  Point,  SI ;  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
S8.10;  Clay  City  members,  S2.00;  Arcadia  church,  S3; 
Fannie  Fogle,  La  Paz,  40  cents;  Bachelor  Run 
church,  S9.66;  Cart  Creek  Sunday  school,  Sweetzer, 
S3 25;  Buck  Creek  church,  S2.50;  D.  F.  Eby,  West- 
field,  Si. 50;  Baugo  church,  S2.52;  South  Bend  church, 
So.rjo;  Mrs.  Barbara  Lint,  Bourbon,  S4;  Walnut  Lev- 
el church,  S2.65;    Mattie   Mathers,   Sulphur  Springs, 


.i.lnn 


A.  Ma 


The  Palms,  S4;  total % 

South  and  [forth  Dakota— Three  sisters  in  South 

Dakota,  SIO.50;  Mary  C.  Wampler,  Detroit,  50  cents; 

total s\ 

Colorado— Denver  Mission,  5.4.22;  C.  E.  I.aurahee, 

Lake   City,    SI. 40;   Susie  Gougbnour,    deceased,    S5; 


Eby,    llolii 


=5  < 


Nebraska— D.  M.  Ross  and  w 

F.Carter,  Randolph,  Si. 25;  total 

Florida.— The  Lord's  childre 

North  Carolina—  George  Mil 


,.50; 


tal, 


Oklahoma.— L.  J.  Harter,  Nora  50  cents;  total S  5° 

Marriage  Notices.  —  Andrew  Chambers,  Va„  50 
cents;  Simon  Studebaker,  Kans.,  50  cents;  E.  I). 
Book,  Pa.,  50  cents;  John  Lenor,  50  cents;  S.  M.  For- 
ney, Nebr.,  50  cents;  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  50  cents;  M. 
M.  Sherrick,  Iowa,  50  cents;  A.  L.  Bingaman,  111.,  50 
cents;  E.  S.  McNutt,  Iowa,  to  cents;  Lewis  M.  Knb, 
Iowa,  50  cents;  J.  E.  Young,  Kans.,  50  cents;  S.  Horn- 
ings,  Ohio,  50  cents;  total S       000 

Total, S    795  66 


West  Virginia.— G.  W.  Hutchinson,  Linsdale,  40 
ents;  Maple  Spring  church,  S10.65;  Chestnut  Grove 
hurch,  $5.60;  a  sister,  Chestnut  Grove  church,  S2.70; 

Maryland.    A  sister,  s;;  Fairview  church,  S3;  J.  S. 

nd  I  annie  Hershberger,  sto;  total S 

Ao„<„<.     -  Kussel     church.   S2.50:   Ottawa    church, 


rt'rt,  Sidney,  5    cents;  total S  967 

Florida.-  Keuka  church,  $9.50;  total S  9  5° 

Smith  Dakota     Mary  t  .  Wampler,  Detroit,  si;  M. 

Vlabee,  rid  .  15;  total ' S  6  00 

Income  ol  50  cents  invested  by  Sunday  . 

school  scholars,  55  i\  total, S  5  42 

North  Carolina.    George  W.  Miller,  Clifton,  S5; 

total S  5  00 

total". .-  .....'.. '• '■•■■'■S  5  °° 

Colon,,!,,.-    R.  A.  and    Lizzie  Paterson,  Pueblo,  S2; 

total, S  2  00 

Texas.-  Louisa  Stump,  Miami,  Si ;  total S  1  00 

i  Oregon,     [acob  Bahr  and  wifp,  Isabel,  si;  total s  1  00 

Tennessee  —  W.  P.  Gross,  Blevins,  10  cents;  total,.. $  10 

Total S  784  73 


,;    -  M     II     Kelly,    Pluinlield,    SI;    a 

,  Km,   «i    Green   I'rel   Sunday  school, 

Sprint  1  reek  church,  SS; 

b.S6.0J   ]  Itr)  church,  S23;  Que- 

rch.  S;;  total, S     62  92 

Branch  Sunday  school,  si. 30;  Sanger- 

ran  Creek  church,   S4J5;  La    Fayette 
'■   Wall  .  Il"i  lerville,  50  cents; 

,"•"::.  total ' ' S     20  97 

'.."0."'..:'.. ....... •' ' ■'*    14  53 

;,.',",',  ,   l'"'"    l;..i','i,''.'t','  '-'■'  'pleasant   Val- 

.     1    Gebfcart,  Hagerslown,  SI ;  total,..?     1000 

,  brotl  er.O  tro  Gordo,  52,50;  total S      5  *5 

r-loncloo  Creek  church, S3.50;  Mr.  and 

cvely,    1;  total S      4  50 

W. lad h,  53.05;  total S      3  °5 

Ma.-    Nicklow  church,  si. is;   Bethany 

tal *      2  'S 

|os.    S|nker,    Deer    Park,    50    ci 


I. 

": 

uhlc. 

* 

;l- 

E.  Be 

Oh 

».— U 

Si-So;  total, 

Kansas.  —  Burr  Oak  church,  S4  351  Washington 
Creek  church,  S7;  S.  M.  Brown,  Garden  Plain,  SH 
Pleasant  Plain  church,  Si. 75;  Belleville  church,  S4-20; 
a  brother  and  family,  Wade,  S2-5°;  Appanoose 
church,  S4.50;  Scott  Valley  church,  S3  1°;  Topeka 
church,  Ss;  New  Hope  church,  S3.64;  P  easant  View 
church,  S7.3S;  Barbara  Metsker,  Bond,Sl-3o;  total 

church 

Weller,  Rich'l-lill,  si;  D.  C.'  Hardman,  Hamilton, 
L-  P.  Donaldson,  Everett,  40  cents;  Wacanda  chu 
S/'-SS;  total 


nd    church,    S9-33;   Mineral   Creek 

Sunday  school,  S5  20;   Nevada 

S2.15;  S.  B.  Shirkey,  Rockingham,  S5:  Reuben 


Heislano  and  wife,  Hnaglin. 
Cupp,  Hoaglin.  50  cents;  Dame 
rents-  I.  li.  Clapper,  Hoaglin, 
day   school,   SIO.42;   a    brother, 


S74o;abrolhe 
Pcnnsylvani 

A.  Kelly,  Hun 


lurch.  SIS:  >i"b 
1  rents;  Anthony 
liller,  Hoaglin,  60 
Lick  Creek  Sun- 


Michiga».-S*gm™>  church,  SMS;  S 
Si  80;  Thornapple  church,  S5,  Swan 
S1.86;  Woodland  church.  S10.75;  total.. 


27  85 
25  99 


brother  .11 
S;;   total. 


Missouri 
West    !  irg 


75 


r.  Viola,  SC 


wife,    Beatr 

Si. 12;  total,. 
:cnts;  total,. 


Pennsylvania.— 1\  brother  Welsh  Run,  50  cents; 
iig  Swatara  church,  S7.10;  total 5      7  60 

Illinois.— Yellow  Creek  church,  S5.56;  Sugar  Creek 
hurcli.  Si;  total *       6  S6 

Nebraska—  Valley  County  Sunday  school,  si;  to-f       _  ^ 

Ohi, 


-Margaret  A.  Walts,    Homerville,    50 


50 


MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  FUND. 
( Used  fit  tithe,  Missionary  or  Traet  Wort  ,„  needed  6,  the  Co,,. 
Indiana.— Isaac   Miller,  Peru,  S1.20;  total i 


irtha  Tfrombaugh,  Peru,  SS:  total, 
inia—  Sister  G.  M.   Hutchinson,  ;' 


hull 


E.  E 


r/hll. 


otal, 


II.  Kclley,  t'lumlield,  Si;  total,.. S  I  00 

Ohio—  Louisa  Davidson,  00  cents;  total S  CO 

/  ■irginia  -A  sister,  50  cents;  total s  50 

Missouri— A  sister,  Prairie    View  church,  25  cents; 

total,. *  25 

Kansas. -  Cancy,  25  cents;  total, S  25 

Total S      ,oco 

Home  and  European  Fund |   799  66 

^sr-r^^V-:::::.::::::"::::::::""*  ■;« 

A^!ri-;,nr:::::::::::::::::::':::^-^:;^fc73 

Washington  Meetinghouse  1-  trod S      10  90 

Interest  from  Missionary  Endowment  Notes S      8,  20 

Interest  from  Tract  Endowment  Notes s     61  92 

Total  Receipts SI.9I '  54 

Total  number  of  Tracts  distributed,  34,523- 

Galen  B.  Rover,  Sec. 
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February  22,  igg6; 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

PnTsHihei  Weokl?,  t\  Sl.GQ  per  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Mofuus,  Illinois. 


D.  L.  Mii.li 
H.  B.  Brum 

r,  M 

junt  Morris,  III.,      j 
,  Huntingdon,  I'...,  j 

Enoch 

I'l.v,   1  ,...,i.|   II.,*,.   V\ 

.  DcoIct. 

I  the  paper  only.    Do  no[  attempt  to  interline 

3  communications  will  not  be  published. 

«  business  with  nrticles  for  publication.    Kc< 

tparato  slieets  Iron]  all  business. 

icious.    We  always  have  time  to  attend  to  bu 

of  imporlanco,  but  please  do  not  subject  III 


AT  a  preacher  does  six  days  in  the  week  will 
more  to  do  in  the  way  of  moulding  his  flock 
vhat  he  may  say  the  other  day  in  the  week 


Benjamin  F.  Stouffer,  four  miles  west  of 
mnt,  died  last  week.  In  his,  death  the  West 
church  loses  one  of  her  faithful  ministers. 


t  Is  mailed  each  week  I 


.    If  tho  ad 

Itivlng  par 


Branch  chur 

When   writing   to   any    of    our    missionaries 
Europe  or  Asia  do  not  forget  the  five  cents  po 
tage    required    for    each    half    ounce    or    fractic 
thereof. 

Two    have    been    baptized    in    the    Huntingto 
church,    Ind.,    since    Bro 
meetings  there,  making 
this  year. 


Rosenberger 
lixteen 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  February  : 


1896. 


Six   applicants  for  men 
he  New  Dale  church,  Va. 


bership  are  reported  at 


Bro.  Andrew  Brumbaugh  reports  two  add 
at  the  East  Nimishillen  church,  Stark  Co.,  Ohi 


A  brother,  who  doe: 
after  teachers  who  prea 
"  I  never  could  get  any 
of  wolves." 


not  believe  in  running 
h  false  doctrine,  writes: 
nusic  out  of  the  howling 


The  District  Meeting  for  Southern  Missouri  ai 
Arkansas  will  be  held  in  the  Round  Mounta 
church,*  Arkansas,  April  30,  and  is  to  be  followi 
by  a  Ministerial  Meeting. 


In  order  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  about 
love  feast  announcements  being  placed  among  the 
standing  notices,  they  should  be  written  briefly  on 
a  card  or  slip  of  paper,  separate  and  apart  from  all 
other  business. 


Six 


Bro.  J.  H.  Mill 
at  that  place. 

The  General  Missionary 
sion  five  days  last  week  ; 
amount  of  business. 


are    reported    at 
ecently  held  a  serie 


Mexico,    Ind. 
of  meetings 


ntttee   was 
msacted   no 


Last  week  we  reported 
church  at  Harlan,  Iowa, 
since,  making  nine  in  all. 


to   the 
en    two 


ct  of  Ii 
arch  31, 


listerial  Meeting  for  the  Southern  Di 
diana  will  be  held  in  the  Arcadia  churci 
:ommencing  at  9  A.  M.,  standard  time. 


The  Committee  of  Arrangements  managed  the 
last  Annual  Meeting  with  becoming  and  commend- 
able economy,  as  a  surplus  of  Si, 21 1.86  was  turned 
over  to  the  Missionary  Committee. 


Some  people  say  we  need  an  improved  religion. 
Not  so.  The  religion  of  the  New  Testament  is  all 
right.  But  we  do  need  a  very  great  improvement 
among  those  who  profess  to  live  out  the  teachings 
a  body  of 
standard   in 


of   Christ 

and 

the 

apo 

stle 

s.     We 

neet 

members  \ 

vho 

com 

:  up 

to 

the  Go 

spel 

their  faith 

asv, 

ell  a 

the 

r  practi 
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On  another  page  of  this  issue  Bro.  Sar 
ser  presents  some  excellent  thoughts  c 
Ministerial  Meetings.  We  wish  to  emph; 
he  says  about  using  Scriptural  texts  f 
or  spending  the  time  1 
jects.  The  topics  shot 
helpful  to  the  ministe: 
The   chief  aim  of  these 


vhat 


lop,, 


ing  on  difficult  sub- 
;uch  as  may  prove 
others  who  attend. 
»s  is  to  develop  and 


Our 


be  of 


•re  than  ordinary 
give  us  his  im- 
iion    field 


interest.     Bro.   D.   L.    Mille 
pression   of   the   great    Ind 

Stover's  account  of  the  fir.t  love  feast,  held  byTh 
Brethren  in  India,  will  inspire  the  friends  of  that 
mission.  Bro.  Fercken  has  repeatedly  given  us  en- 
couraging news  from  Smyrna,  but  his  report  of 
the  organization  of  the  First  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren in  that  apostolic  city  will  be  the  best  news 
that  we  have  published  in  a  long  while  Then 
next,  but  not  least,  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh' will  tell 
us  of  his  drive  to  Hebron,  where  rest  the  remains 
of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  These  things  will 
reeade'rnsy  "^  *  ***  °'  ^  M"SS  ^  °UV  ™ny  I  b°th  °utwardly 


The  meetings  in  t 
dosed  with  twenty-o 
.pplicant.  There  £ 
mong  the  members, 
/ere  members'  children. 


Mississinewa  church,  Ind., 

baptized  and  one  additional 

0    be    great    rejoicing 

most  of  those  received 


Th, 


Ja„  has 

reward 


Bro.  Wm.  Hertzler,  of  Elizabethtowr 
been  called  from  his  labors  below  to  h: 
above.  He  died  Feb.  10.  At  one  time  he  was 
probably  the  youngest  preacher  in  the  Brother- 
hood, having  been  elected  to  the  ministry  when 
but  nineteen  years  old. 


Prof.  Huber,  long-identified  with  the  McPher 
on  College  as  the  instructor  in  ancient  languages 
as  gone  to  North  Branch,  Minn.,  to  spend  the  re 
winder  of  his  days  in  literary  work  at  the  home  oi 
high  as  a  philologist. 
1  he  is  consulted  as  au- 


.  Hube 
:ient  la 

linent  s 


and  in  the 

thority  by  eminent  scholars.  His  wife  died  a  short 
time  ago,  and  he  is  left  to  pursue  the  rest  of  life's 
journey  alone. 

We  are  asked  to  state  whether  it  is  right  for  a 
minister  to  work  among  the  members  in  behalf  of 
his  relatives,  and  plead  their  case  in  the  church 
councils?  If  done  prudently  and  fairly  it  may  be 
right,  and  yet  not  wise.  Ministers  do  not  want  to 
give  members  just  grounds  for  accusing  them  of 
knowing  people  after  the  flesh.  There  is  often 
more  wisdom  in  helping  relatives  to  keep  out  of 
trouble  than  in  helping  them  to  get  out  of  it 


We  are  told  that  among  our  pe 
attention  is  given  to  the  external  ; 
to  the  internal.  This,  we  must  co 
in  far  to 


>ple  toe 
nd  not  1 


for  good 
time  when 
ure,  who, 


nough 
orrect 
any  instances.  But  most  unfortunately 
some  of  those  who  maintain  that  too  much  time 
is  given  to  the  shell,  as  they  call  it,  and  not  enough 
to  the  inward  life,  are  themselves  at  fault  in  neg- 
lecting the  outward  manifestations  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. Were  they  only  models  outwardly,  as  they 
im  to  be  spiritually,  they  would  prove  a  power 
■ur  Fraternity.  If  there  was  ever  a 
needed  people  of  high  spiritual  cult- 
epistles,  may  be  known  and  read  as 
they  are  seen,  it  is  now.  The  power  in  outward 
manifestations  is  waning  just  because  those  who 
claim  to  be  known  by  their  appearance  are  not 
living  up  to  the  spiritual  demands  of  the  Gospel 
The  cause  is  also  being  equally  weakened  by  those 
who  make  great  spiritual  pretensions  and  do 
not  properly  and  outwardly  exhibit  the  Gospel 
need  more  careful  living  along  these 
feel  sure  that  only  those  who  are 
.;  up  to  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament, 
inwardly,  are  acting  the  part 
of  consistency  before  God  and  man. 


There  are  few  things  in  which  people  are  more 
careless  than  that  relating  to  the  training  0f  the 
children.  In  many  localities  the  farm  stock  re 
ceives  more  intelligent  attention  than  do  the  chil 
dren.  And  even  some  of  our  own  people  show  an. 
indifference  in  this  department  of  Christian  labor 
that  is  by  no  means  commendable.  To  each  child 
has  been  given  a  body,  mind  and  soul,  and  to  neg- 
lect  any   one   of  these,   in  the  course  of  training 

detrimental  to  the  child.  We  suggest  that  each 
our  ministers  preach  a  sermon  along  this  line. 

jr  children  must  not  be  neglected. 


ANCIENT  LETTERS. 


demands 


Dr.  Herman  V.  Hilprecht,  in  a  very  able  com- 
munication to  the  Sunday  School  Times,  gives  some 
interesting  information  respecting  excavations  re* 
cently  made  at  Abu  Habba,  a  point  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Euphrates  River,  and  a  short  distance 
north  of  the  site  of  ancient  Babylon.  A  large 
number  of  clay  tablets  were  found,  some  of  them 
probably  dating  back  to  the  time  of  Abraham, 
if  not  one  or  two  hundred  years  before.  None  of 
them,  however,  contain  matter  of  special  value 
and  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  these  tablets 
that  the  people  of  that  remote  period  had  their 
manner  of  doing  business  and  their  own  peculiar 
method  of  communicating  with  each  other. 

Tablets  are  usually  in  the  form  of  brick,  having 
been  made  of  clay  and  written  upon  before  the 
clay  become  hardened.  These  tablets  were  sent 
to  persons  as  we  now  send  letters  or  postal  cards, 
and  answered  the  same  purpose.  Here  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  sent  by  a  young  man  to  his  father,  show- 
ing that  young  men  in  those  days,  away  from  home, 
could  not  always  get  just  what  they  needed  to 
eat,  and  consequently  applied  to  their  parents 
much  the  same  as  they  do  now: 

"To  my  father  from  Zimri-eramma.  May  the  gods 
Shamash  and  Marduk  keep  thee  alive  forever.  May  all  g& 
well  with  thee.  I  send  thee  [this  letter]  that  I  may  inquire 
after  thy  health.  Please  let  me  know  how  it  goes  with  thee. 
I  am  stationed  in  Dur-Sin,  on  the  canal  Bitimsikirim.  Where 
I  live  there  is  no  food  which  I  am  able  to  eat.  Here  is  the 
third  part  of  a  shekel  of  silver,  which  I  have  sealed  un,  and 
send  unto  thee.    Send  me  for  this  money  fresh  fish  and  other 


be 


In  the  collection  is  another  letter  that 
read  with  interest  for  the  reason  that  it  is  consid- 
ered to  be  written  by  a  young  man  to  his  intended. 
One  who  reads  this  must  remember  that  the  an- 
cients were  not  so  profuse  in  their  tokens  of  af- 
fection as  is  seen  in  the  love  letters  of  to-day: 

"To  Bibeya  from  Gimil-Marduk.  May  Shamash  and  Mar- 
duk allow  thee,  for  my  sake,  to  live  forever.  I  write  this  in 
order  to  inquire  after  thy  health.  Let  me  know  how  it  goes 
with  thee.  I  am  now  settled  in  Babylon,  and,  because  I  have 
not  seen  thee,  I  am  in  great  anxiety.  Send  [me]  news  when 
thou  wilt  come,  that  I  may  rejoice  at  it.  At  the  month  of 
Arakhsamna  [November-December]  come.  Mayest  thou,  for 
my  sake,  live  forever." 

It  would  afford  us  pleasure  to  learn  what  became 
of  Bibeya  and  Gimil-Marduk,  for  this  shows  that 
they  were  on  the  very  best  of  terms.  Of  course 
the  young  man  never  dreamed  that  his  love  letter 
would  be  read  by  millions  of  people  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  four  thousand  years  after  his  death. 

These  letters  also  show  that  people  in  remote 
antiquity  could  write  as  well  as  in  this  boasted  age 
of  education  and  culture.  They  knew  how  to  put 
their  thoughts  in  writing  in  a  manner  creditable 
to  any  race.  Those  who  maintain  that  books  and 
the  art  of  writing  were  unknown  in  the  time  of 
Abraham,  and  even  in  the  time  of  Moses,  are  non- 
plussed by  these  finds.  And,  by  the  way,  we  are 
not  yet  done  finding  tablets  prepared  by  the  an- 
cients. It  would  not  surprise  us  if  some  of  the 
excavations,  among  the  ancient  ruins  in  Bible 
lands,  should  bring  to  light  documents  giving  ad- 
ditional information  concerning  Noah  and  the  peo- 
ple before  the  flood.  These  discoveries  make  it 
hard  on  the  infidel  as  well  as  the  so-called  high- 


er critic. 


I.  H. 
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EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Eight. 

NATIVE    BOMBAY — STREET   SCENES — JEWELRY- 
CHEWING. 


The    native  city,  or  old  Bombay,  as 
very   appropriately  called,    is   in   strikin 
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with  the  new  town  briefly  described  in  a  former 
letter.  It  has  the  characteristics  of  all  Oriental 
cities,  but  with  wider,  better,  cleaner  streets,  and 
more  orderly  people,  it  is  in  advance  of  the  native 
portion  of  most  Eastern  capitals.  The  natives  are 
kindly  disposed,  gentle  in  demeanor  and  respectful 
to  strangers.  They  have  the  reputation  of  being 
quiet,  peaceable  and  orderly,  except  when  aroused 
by  race  or  religious  prejudice.  Between  them  and 
the  quarrelsome,  yelling,  fanatical  Turk  and  Arab, 
found  in  many  parts  of  Asia  Minor,  there  is  a 
striking  contrast,  with  the  advantage  all  in  favor  of 
the  gentle  Hindu. 

To   me  it  was  a  source   of  constant  interest  and 
pleasure  to  wander  about  the  streets  of  the  native 
city  and  visit,  with  th 
the  people.     Thus,  by 
Hindus  in  their  home 
learned 


mssion 


es,  the  homes  of 
ng  in  contact  with  the 
ne  and  street  life,  more  was 
eks  of  their  mode  of  living  and 


could  have  be 


habits  of  life  th 
any  other  way. 

In  the  bazaars, — the  streets  on  which  all  kinds  of 
goods   are    sold,— one    never    tires    of    wandering 
about   and   seeing  sights  strange  to  the  Western 
eye.     Here  are  flashes  of  brilliant  color,  and  scenes 
of  lively  animation  to  be  witnessed  nowhere   but 
in  India.    The  little,  den-like  shops  on  either  side 
of  the  street,  with  the  dealer  sitting  in  the  midst 
of  his  curious  merchandise,  patiently  but  anxious- 
ly awaiting  a  customer,  is   always   a  sight   worlh 
seeing.     Then   there   are    crowds    and    crowds    of 
Asiatic  humanity,  especially  after  the  heat  of  the 
day  has  passed,  when  everybody  seems  to  be  out 
of  doors.     People,  young  and  old,  great  and  small, 
men,    women    and    children,    some   in   gay-colored 
dresses,   "  but  most  with   next  to   none  at  all,"  are 
coming  and   going  in   constant  streams.     I  said  to 
Bro.   Stover,   "Surely  the  people  of  Old  Bombay 
all  live  on  the  streets,"  and  the  remark  was  quite 
in  line  with   the   truth.     Here,   in   open  shop  and 
veranda,  on  sidewalk  and  street,  the  native  Indian 
does   a  hundred  things  openly  that  we  do  indoors 
in   the  United   States.     The   carpenter,   the  chair- 
maker,  the  furniture-maker  and  the  shoe-maker  all 
have  their  shops  in  the   open  air.     The  gold  and 
silver-smith,    who    fashion  the  ornaments  so  dear 
to   the    hearts    of   all   barbarous   and  half-civilized 
people,— with  shame  it  must  be  added,   and  many 
professing  Christians.-skillfully  plies  his  trade  be- 
fore the  multitude.    You   may    see    him    making 
chains   for   the   head   and    neck,   bracelets  for  the 
arms  and  ankles,  and  rings  for  the  toes,  ears  and 
nose.     The  barber  shaves  and  shampoos  his   cus- 
tomer on  the  sidewalk,  the  baker  mixes  his  flour 
and  bakes   his  bread  in  full  sight  of  his  customers, 
the   weaver   throws    his   shuttle   and   rolls    up    his 
web  of  cloth   in   the  broad  glare  of  sunlight,  and 
so  the  work  and  the  crowd  moves  on  until  night, 


about  the  waist  with  a  charm  attached.  When 
they  are  older  clothing  is  worn,  but  this  is  only 
a  cloth  for  the  loins,  and  among  the  very  poor 
little  more  is  ever  worn,  even  in  coldest  weather. 
As  the  mercury  rarely  falls  below  sixty-five  degrees 
they  do  not  suffer.  The  wealthy  class  wear  very 
thin  and  often  very  rich  clothing. 

Shoes  and  stockings  are  never  worn  by  the  com- 
mon people.     Sandals  are  sometimes  used,  but  the 
rule  is  to  go  without  cover  for  the   feet  or  the 
lower  limbs  except  among  the  females  who  wear 
many  rings.     It  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  see 
women  with  the  lower  limbs  literally  covered  with 
rings  or  bands  from  the  ankle  to  the  knee.     Among 
the  poor  the  ankle  rings  are   made  of  brass,  and, 
taken  together,  those  worn  by  one  woman  weigh 
from  eight  to  ten  pounds.     The  bands  do  not  fit 
tightly,  but  rest  loosely  one  on  top  of  the  other. 
I   have   often   seen  women   stop   by   the  wayside, 
gather  a  few  leaves  and  tuck  them  under  the  lower 
ring  where  it  rested  on  the   foot,  to  keep  it  from 
cutting  into  the  flesh.     It  is,  of  course,  a  great  in- 
convenience, but  it's  the  fashion,  and  she  only  does 
what  millions  of  her  more  enlightened  sisters  do 
in  Europe  and  America,— suffers  the  inconvenience 
for  the   sake  of  being   in  the  fashion.    The  arms, 
from   elbow  to  wrist,  are   in  like  manner  covered 
with  bracelets  or  bands  of  metal,  glass  and  ivory. 
Then  the   ears   are   pierced   all   around  the  outer 
rim   and  a  half  dozen  rings  are  worn  in  each.     The 
ts  burden  of  ornament.     Great 
the  mouth,  hang  from  the  na- 
npletion  of  bodily  ornamenta- 
tion is  only  reached  when  each  of  the  fingers  and 
the  thumbs  and  the  ten  toes  are  all  supplied  with 
rings.    This   may  all  seem  like  exaggeration,  but 
it   is   only   a   plain  statement  of  facts  w:" 
thousand   times   and   more 


nust  be 


sal   organ. 


iince   I 


been 


Indi; 


The  love  for  ornaments  reaches  its  highest 
limit  among  the  lower  classes  and  the  ignorant 
idol  worshipers.  The  educated  and  wealthy  wear 
jewelry  in  great  profusion  and  of  immense  value, 
e  moderate  as  to  quantity.  Indeed 
love  of  display  along  this  line  that 
cause  of  the 


ef  twilight,  falls  quickly  upon  the  city, 
nds  of  the  moving  mass,  covering 
irith  their  loin-cloths,  lie  down  on  the 
t  and  sleep  away  dull  care.  Passing 
le  same  streets  in  the  early  morning 
;  the  people  making  their  simple  toilet 
air  and  getting  ready  for  their  day's 
work. 

In  hot  climates  where  winter  is  unknown,  the 
natives  wear  but  scanty  "clothing,  and  this  is  true 
of  Central  and  Southern  India.  Even  the  common 
demands   of   decency  .are   often  neglected,  and  in 
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Then  thousa 
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political  economists  give  as  the  mai 
poverty  existing  in  India  money  spent  for  jewelry 
Speaking  on  this  subject  one  authority  says:  "  In- 
dia has  been  called  the  grave  of  the  prectou: 
metals.  It  now  absorbs  about  one-fourth  of  thi 
gold  and  one-third  of  the  silver  produced  through 
out  the  world."  According  to  the  last  census 
r  hundred  and  one  thousand,  five 
ghty-two  goldsmiths  in  India.  This 
vast  army  of  workmen  are  constantly  engaged  in 
melting  gold  coins  and  shaping  them  into  curious 
ornaments  for  their  customers.  The  only  gold 
coins  I  have  seen  in  India  were  those  I  brought 
with  me  and  these,  after  being  exchanged  for  silver 
rupees  went  into  the  goldsmith's  pot. 
-  In  view  of  this  inordinate  desire  among  the  peo- 
ple all  over  the  world  for  ornaments,  it  is  no  won- 
der that  the  Holy  Scriptures  contain  a  positive  in- 
junction against  wearing  gold  and  pearls  for 
bodily  adornment.  And  yet  how  many  professing 
Christians  there  are  who  pay  no  heed  to  this  plain, 
sensible  commandment!  Even  missionaries  who 
are  sent  out  to  lead  these  people  to  the  lowly 
Man  of  Sorrows  come  wearing  jewelry.  What  an 
example  they  give  to  their  poor,  heathen  sisters! 
If  this  letter  comes  to  the  notice  of  any  of  these 
jewelry-loving  missionaries  I  beseech  them  by  the 
mercies  of  God  to  lay  aside  their  rings  and  jewels 


that  they  may  the  better  lead  the  heathen  away 
from  idolatry.  One  said  to  me  not  long  ago: 
"  The  reason  why  Christianity  is  not  more  readily 
accepted  here  is  because  so  many  Christians  give 
such  bad  examples." 

Speaking  of  cus'oms  brings  us  to  another  very 
peculiar  habit  seen  all  over  India.  Walking 
through  the  streets  I  noticed  that  many  of  those 
whom  I  met  had  their  lips  and  teeth  colored  as 
with  blood.  I  soon  learned  that  this  was  caused 
by  chewing  pan,  which  answers  to  the  opium  of 
China  and  the  tobacco  habit  in  the  United  States, 
though  it  is  but  fair  to  say  for  the  heathen  that 
pan  is  not  so  injurious  as  either  opium  or  tobacco.   -' 

I  stop  at  one  of  the  little,  box-like  shops  where 
the  dealer  is  busily  engaged  in  serving  his  numer- 
ous customers  with  a  "  chew."     He  has  by  his  side 
a   large   quantity   of  green    pan    leaves   about   the 
size  of  the   leaf  of  the  oak.     Taking  one  of  these 
in  his  hand  he   places  in  the  center  of  it  a  small 
quantity  of  slaked  lime  from  a  tin  can  at  his  side. 
Then   he  puts  on  the   lime  a  small  portion  of  the 
betel     nut    with    cinnamon,    cardamus    and    other 
spices.     The  leaf  is  then  carefully  folded  over  these 
ingredients.     The   folds  are  held   together  on  top 
by  a  clove  inserted  like  a  pin.     The  little  package, 
about   the   size   of  a  large  fig,   is  taken   from   the 
dealer  and   goes   at   once   into   the   mouth   of  the 
chewer.     The  saliva  at  once  becomes  red,  and  gives 
the  chewer's    lips    and    teeth    the    repulsive    and 
frightful  appearance  of  a  blood-drinker.     When  I 
first  saw  them  I  felt  sure  that  each  one  had  taken 
a  mouthful   of  blood.     It  is  said  pan  is  a  tonic  and 
hence  good   for  the   health.    The  spices  make  it 
aromatic    and    slightly    astringent    to    the    taste, 
while  the  lime  mixed  with  the  juice   of  the   pan 
leaf  and  betel   nut  turns'  it  to  the  color  of  blood. 
Great  splotches   of   red   saliva    from    the    mouths 
of  the  chewers  are  to  be  seen  on  the  sidewalks  and 
about  their  houses,   reminding  one  of  our  tobacco 
chewers  at  home.    The   fact   is  that   in  a  choice 
between  the  two,  tobacco  or  pan,  I  should  prefer 
the  latter,  even  if  it  is  a  heathen  custom.     It  gives 
the  breath  a  pleasant  odor,  and  is  not  nearly  so 
filthy  as  tobacco.     Then,  too,  the  heathen  can  ex- 
cuse  its   use   on   the  ground   that   it    is  healthful, 
while  tobacco  is  known  to  destroy  the  nerves  and 
to   produce   evil  effects.     Yes,  we  turn  away  from 
the  Christian  (?)  tobacco   chewer  to  the  heathen 
pan  muncher. 

Pan  chewing  is  a  national  custom  in  India,  and 
e  natives  it  is  offered  to 
ered  rude  not  to  accept  it. 
icans    are    excused    on  the 


everywhere  among 
guests  and  it  is  con 
Europeans  and  An 
ground  of  nationality.  During  our  first  week  in 
Bombay,  wife  visited  some  Hindu  ladies  and  she 
brought  home  with  her  the  pan  which  she  could 
not,  according  to  the  rules  of  politeness,  refuse  to 
take.  Neither  of  us  felt  like  chewing  it.  Bishop 
Heber,  the  Indian  missionary,  however,  tried  it. 
In  his  diary,  June  24,  1824,  is  found  this  entry: 
"  I  tried  chewing  pan  to-day  and  thought  it  not 
unpleasant;  at  least  I  can  easily  believe  that  where 
it  is  fashionable  people  may  soon  grow  very  fond 
of  it.  It  is  warm  and  pungent.  My  servants  fancy 
it  is  good  for  the  teeth;  but  they  do  not  all  take 
it  I  see  about  half  the  crew  without  the  stain 
on  their  lips;  but  I  do  not  think  the  teeth  of  others 
are  better." 

Americans  and  Europeans  rarely,  if  ever,  acquire 
the  habit  of  chewing  pan.  They  regard  it  dis- 
gusting to  appear  with  lips  and  teeth  stained  red. 
This  appears,  after  all,  to  be  simply  a  difference 
of  taste  as  to  color.  We  know  many  Americans 
who  do  not  object  in  the  least  to  having  their  lips 
and  teeth  stained  yellow  with  tobacco  juice,  and 
their  breath  made  offensive  by  the  noxious  weed. 
Surely  great  is  the  god  of  habit!  D.  L.  M. 
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•HOMELAND*  FAMILY**— 


Oh,  when  I  t;ike  my  gulden  harp  at  last, 
And  touch  a  little,  just  to  try  their  swcetn 


I  he 


|>;I« 


oft-l 


nedr 


in  the 


Of  angel-workmanship,  what  shall  1  do, 

Just  bnm  into  the  glory  of  that  place, 

So  full  of  the  great  gladness  of  being  there, 

So  thankful  that  I  hold  my  harp  at  last, 

So  timid  that  my  fingers  are  untaught, 

So  rapt  with  the  grand  strains  of  others  playing, 

What  shall  I  do— all  tears  being  wiped  away — 

If  I  for  joy  may  not  burst  into  weeping, 

And  sob  my  gladness  out  in  some  sweet  place? 

—Mrs.  M.  P.  A.  Croiicr. 


FORQIVE  AND  FORQET. 


ItV   HMWAKII   MM  I 


We  often  hear  the  caption  of  this  article,  and  it 
is  one  of  those  sayings  that  has  so  often  been  re- 
peated that  we  do  not  stop  to  think  of  its  real 
import.  In  practice  we  may  and  do  forget  things 
in  which  we  are  not  personally  and  directly  con- 
ed, but  a  personal  injury,  real  or  imaginary,  we 


are  apt  to 


nber 


long  as  we   remember  the 


person  inflicting  it.  And  it  can  not  be  helped. 
Unfortunately  we  have  no  sense  of  forgetfulness. 
It  may  be  that  we  can  so  relate  ourselves  to  the 
individual  that  it  will  not  appear  as  though  there 
had  ever  been  anything  wrong,  and  this  I  take  to 
be  the  true  meaning  of  the  saying.  It  appears 
from  the  ethics  of  Christianity  that  forgiveness  is  a 
continuous  and  unvarying  demand.  There  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  no  question  as  to  the  number  of  times 
the  exercise  of  forgiveness  should  be  applied,  and 
it  is  the  province  of  the  church  as  well  as  the  in- 
dividual to  forgive  anybody  of  every  wrong-doing 
as  long  as  there  is  an  expression  of  a  desire  for 
such  action.  It  may  be  certain  that  as  we  see  the 
individual  and  the  wrong  they  will  come  together 
again,  and  the  same  moral  tragedy  will  be  re- 
enacted.  With  that  we  have  little  to  do,  nothing 
perhaps,  if  the  remedy  is  beyond  our  reach,  but  we 
are  bound  to  forgive  the  repeated  wrong  as  long  as 
we  ask  God  to  forgive  us  our  trespasses. 

But  how  about  forgetting  the  whole  matter? 
Here  is  a  nice  point  to  consider,  and  there  are 
rocks  under  what  appears  to  be  deep  water  and 
clear  sailing.  If  a  man  cheats  me,  willfully  and  de- 
liberately, I  may  and  must  forgive  him,  but  am  I  to 
forget  it  and  allow  myself  to  be  duped  again  and 
again? 

Most  certainly  not.  And  the  fact  is  that  we 
do,  most  emphatically,  remember  the  wrong,  and 
that  it  is  pure  nonsense  if  the  offense  is  a  great 
one,  to  talk  of  forgetting  it  in  the  sense  of  no  more 
remembering  it. 

What  we  are  to  do  under  the  Christian  law  is  to 
not  repay  him  in  the  same  coin,  but  to  return  him 
good  for  the  evil  he  has  wrought.  A  better  pre- 
sentation of  the  Christian's  duty  would  be  mirrored 
in  the  phrase,  "  Forget  and  repay  in  gold."  He  who 
can  do  this  and  who  does  do  it  has  gone  a  long 
ways  on  the  road  to  a  higher  life. 

Lewisburg,  Pa. 


YOUR  MOTHER. 
SELECTED  BV  DAVID  MILLER. 

Boys,  do  you  show  your  mother  the  love  and 
respect  due  her?  Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that 
a  mother's  love  is  a  boon  you  enjoy  but  once  in 
this  life?  You  don't  remember  it,  but  away  back 
yonder,  when  your  face  was  burning  up  with  fever 
your  lips  dry  and  parched,  she  kissed  you  No  one 
else  was  tempted  to  do  it.  Through  all  the  years 
of  your  childhood  the  magic  of  her  kiss  cured  your 
patn,  when  you  received  your  first  injuries  in  your 
contact  with  the  world.  Then,  during  the  long 
nights,  when  she  watched  by  your  couch,  when  no 
one  else  was  near,  how  her  voice  or  touch  soothed 
the  aching  head  and  brought  sweet  sleep  to  tired 
eyes!     Her  many  acts  of  kindness  and  love  have 


been  out  on  interest  for  many  years.  Try,  as  you 
may,  you  can  never  pay  the  debt  you  owe  her  in 
health. 

You  think  little  of  mother,  and  the  wrinkled  face 
is  not  as  pretty  as  it  once  was,  but  in  sickness  that 
face  would  he  sweeter  than  an  angel's.  As  it  bent 
over  you,  lighted  up  with  a  mother's  love,  the 
wrinkles  would  be  ripples  of  sunshine  on  the  face. 

Mother  won't  be  with  you  always!  Some  day 
those  tired  hands  that  have  done  so  much  for  you 
will  be  crossed  in  rest.  Those  lips,  which  gave  you 
your  first  baby  kiss,  will  be  closed  forever.  Eyes 
that  watched  you  day  and  night  will  open  in  eterni- 
ty. When  she  is  gone  you  will  appreciate  her,  but 
then  it  will  be  too  late.  If  you  have  kind  words, 
speak  them  now  while  she  can  hear  them.  If  you 
give  her  flowers,  do  it  while  she  can  enjoy  the'r 
beauty  and  fragrance.  Don't  wait  to  hide  her  cas- 
ket with  them!  Be  to  her  in  all  things  what  she  is 
to  you,  and  you  cannot  imagine  how  it  will  brighten 
up  her  life. 

THE  RELIfJlOUS  VEIL.— i  Cor.  n:  3  16. 

BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 

Before  reading  this  article,  the  reader  is  re- 
quested to  carefully  examine  both  the  Authorized 
and  the  Revised  Versions  of  the  Scripture  referred 
to  above. 

Paul  first  sets  forth  the  law  of  relation  as  to 
rank,  between  God,  Christ,  man  and  woman. 
Verse  3.  The  order  is:  God,  the  head  of  Christ; 
Christ,  the  head  of  man;  man,  the  head  of 
woman.  The  reader  will  notice  that  this  is  a  law 
in  the  religious  realm  and  not  simply  confined  to 
the  social  relation.  Therefore  Paul  says  nothing 
about  the  marriage  relation,  but  uses  the  word  man 
to  include  all  men,  and  the  word  woman  to  in- 
clude all  women,  whether  married  or  unmarried. 
This  is  apparent  from  the  fact  stated  in  Gal.  3:   28, 

Neither  male  nor  female;  for  ye  are  all  one  in 
Christ  Jesus." 

This  law  of  relation,  as  stated  in  verse  three, 
cannot  be  confined  to  Corinth  or  any  other  sinoie 
locality,  in  its  application.  It  must  apply  to  all 
the  world,  wherever  the  New  Testament  is  ac- 
cepted. We  give  as  our  argument,  in  support  of 
a  universal  application  of  this  law  of  relation:  (1) 
This  law  is  a  regulation  in  the  family  of  God,  and 
(2)  this  family  is  part  above  and  part  on  earth. 
"  For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  (1.  e.,  I  pray),  unto 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  whom  the 
whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named." 
Eph.  3:  14,  15. 

Paul  gives  this  law  of  relation  as  the  reason  why 
man  should  neither  be  covered  nor  veiled,  verse 
7,  and  also  as  the  reason  why  the  woman  should 
or  ought  to  be  veiled.  Verses  8-10.  In  verses  7- 
12  he  argues  that  this  law  of  relation  is  proper 
and  correct. 

After  thus  arguing  its  validity  (I  mean  the  va- 
lidity of  the  law  in  verse  3),  he  enforces  his  argu- 
ment in  defense  of  the  religious  veil   by  appealing 

(1)  to  human  judgment,  verse  ,3,  asking,  if,  in  view 
of  the  law  of  relation,  verse  3,  they  can  judge  oth- 
erwise, than  that  the  woman  ought  to  be  veiled 

(2)  To  nature,  aside  from  religion,  asking  if  the 
fact,  that  the  woman  has  a  covering  in  nature 
which  the  man  must  not  use,  is  not  sufficient  to 
convince  them  that  the  woman  ought  to  be  veiled 
in  religious  services,  and  the  man  uncovered? 
Verses  14,  15.  His  bringing  nature  in  as  a  teacher, 
or  illustrator  of  the  religious  veil,  cuts  off  our  right 
to  call  the  natural  growth  of  hair  such  veil  The 
material,  or  object,  used  in  the  illustration,  cannot 
be  the  same  as  the  thing,  the  truth,  or  the  princi- 
ple taught, 

We  have,  then,  at  least,  three  arguments  given 
by  Paul,  in  support  of  the  veil:  (,)  The  divine 
law  of  relation,  verse  3.  (2)  Human  judgment 
verse  .3.  (3)  Nature,  or  the  fact  that  God  has 
allowed  the  woman  long  hair  as  a  mark  of  dis- 
tinction,  verse  15. 

In  verse  16  Paul  declares  that  none  of  the 
hurches  of   God   refuse   to   observe   the  religious 


veil.  If  all  the  churches  of  God  observed  the 
practice,  and  he  says  they  did,  verse  16,  and  if  the 
law  of  relation,  given  in  verse  3,  was  the  primary 
reason,  and,  since  God's  law  is  still  abiding  and 
shall  continue,  Matt.  24:  35,  then  it  is  proved 
that,  whenever  and  wherever  there  is  a  church 
worshiping  God  according  to  the  New  Testament, 
the  religious  veil  must  be  used.     Observe: 

( 1 )  That  if  we  call  the  hair  the  veil,  then  verses 
15  and  16  contradict  verses  3-14. 

(2)  That  the  veil  is  to  be  a  thin,  net-like  fabric, 
therefore  bonnets,  hoods,  plain  hats,  etc.,  do  not 
answer  the  purpose. 

(3)  That  the  veil  can  be  put  on  or  removed  at 
will,  therefore  it  is  not  the  hair. 

(4)  That  the  veil  is  a  "sign  of  authority"  or 
"power  on  her  head"  "because  of  the  angels," 
not  because  of  her  husband,  therefore  it  should  be 
something  different  from  the  usual  head-dress,  and 
no  other  covering,  as  a  bonnet,  hood,  etc.,  should 
be  kept  over  it  during  worship.  Also  the  Oriental 
face-veil  will  not  answer  the  purpose. 

(5)  That  the  veil  is  to  be  used  during  the  season 
of  prayer  or  prophecy,  therefore  it  need  not  be 
worn  constantly,  but  ought  to  be  worn  while  at  the 
family  altar,  at  the  table  while  thanks  are  returned, 
and  during  public  worship. 

(6)  The  following  facts: 

(«■)  All  Protestant  churches  of  one  hundred 
years  old  have  observed  it  during  the  early  part 
of  their  career. 

(i)  There  is  no  more  appropriate  form  of  veil 
than  the  "cap,"  for  it  fills  the  Scriptural  require- 
ments in  every  sense. 

(c)  Many  of  our  members,  elders  and  ministers 
included,  are  .too  indifferent  about  its  observance. 

(d)  Those  who  disregard  a  proper  observance 
of  its  use,  dishonor  both  God  and  Christ,  and 
shall  certainly  not  escape  suffering  loss. 

Lanark,  III. 
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nit.    Our  advertising;  columns  afford  ample 

The  Old  Folks'  Home  of  Kansas. 


I  recently  took  an  old  brother  to  the  Home, 
and  as  the  Brethren  were  having  a  series  of  meet- 
ings under  good  headway,  I  remained  ten  days 
and  assisted  them  in  the  good  work.  This  gave 
me  a  good  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
Home  and  its  working--,  and,  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  do  not  know  much  ahout  the  Home, 
I  feel  to  say  that  the  Home  is  an  honor  to  the 
Brethren  of  Kansas.  If  all  those  members  who 
have  donated  means  for  that  Home  could  see  the 
aged  brethren  and  sisters  so  comfortably  situated, 
enjoying  pleasant  seasons  of  worship  together  as 
one  family,  they  would  realize  that  their  money 
is  well  spent.  There  are  now  eight  members  there, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  they  are  all  well 
pleased  and  contented.  The  Home  is  out  of  debt, 
but  there  will  be  more  means  needed,  as  it  is  not 
entirely  self-supporting.  The  Home  is  within 
about  two  hundred  yards  of  the  meetinghouse, 
with  a  good  working  membership,  presided  over 
by  Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  assisted  by  A.  F.  Miller  and 
w-  A  Rose-  C.  S.  Holsinger. 

Belleville,  Kans. 

From  Jerlco,  Mo. 

We  are  now  trying  to  do  what  we  can,  in  our 
feeble  way,  to  help  along  the  cause  of  our  Master 
in  Cedar  County,  Mo.,  where  is  located  a  small 
body  of  members  in  and  around  Jerico.  Our  great- 
est need  is  a  house  of  worship,  and,  by  the  Lord's 
help,  we  shall  endeavor  to  have  one  built  and  paid 
for  in  time  to  hold  our  fall  love  feast.  When  once 
we  have  a  house  of  our  own,  a  large  membership 
can  be  reasonably  expected.  The  church  here 
has  passed   through   some  dark    sceqes,    but    the 
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T^^arepassing  away  and  We  look  f0f  a  season 
(refreshing    and    prosperity.     A    number 
„ved   among   us   and   some  are  being  concerned 
Tut  their  spiritual  welfare.    We  shall  endeavor, 
teVord  willing,  to  hold  regular  services  at  thr 
, ff.rent  places  until  our  house  is  completed.     O 
,1  ne  we  notice  here,  as  well  as  at  other  places, 
1se  teachers  have  been  busy  teaching  for  doctnn 
f     commandments  of  men,  and  people  ha\ 
"        thoroughly  disgusted,  and  long  for  the  true 
Bread   of   Life.    The   interest    manifested    at    the 
meetings  of  the  Brethren  confirms  us  in  our  b 
Uei  that  good  will  surely  result.    There  is  plenty 
f  work  here  for  more  of  God's  faithful  ministers, 
that  are  not  afraid  to  preach  the  entire  Word,  but 
that  Will  stand  up  boldly  in  defense  of  primit 
Christianity.    There   is   also   plenty   of   room    and 
work  for  any  number  of  loyal,  loving  brethren  and 
sisters    and  we  will  cordially  welcome  all  such  in- 
to   our    midst.    We    solicit    correspondence    with 
aanm  from  Brethren  desiring  cheap  homes. 
5ta    p  W.  H.  Miller. 

From  Kjefllnge,  Sweden. 


Death  of  Eld.  Joseph  Hoover. 

Jan.  22,  1896,  our  beloved  elder,  Joseph  H._ 
passed  suddenly  and  peacefully  away,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  five  months  and  four  days.  He  was 
born  in  Richland  County,  Ohio,  near  Mansfield, 
and  died  at  his  home  in  Middlebury,  Ind.  He  was 
ed  to  Elizabeth  Brubaker,  of  Ohio,  Sept.  11 
1S51.  To  this  union  were  born  seven  children,  on. 
of  whom  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world  May  13, 


UN  12  I  took  the  train  to  Hor.  There  I  had  a 
good  meeting  at  Fogdarod.  Next  morning  I  start- 
ed to  Waneberga,  where  I  met  with  Bro.  Anderson, 
from  Limhamn.  Jan.  13  we  walked  to  Bokeberg 
at  Bro.  P.'  Nils'  home.  After  we  examined  the 
ooor  fund,  we  had  a  good  meeting.  Jan.  14  we 
walked  to  Onestad  for  meeting.  Jan.  15  we  walked 
t0  Lomarp  for  meeting.  Jan.  16  we  had  a  good 
meeting  in  the  Brethren's  meetinghouse  at  Wane- 
berga Before  I  came  to  Waneberga  Bro.  Ander- 
son? together  with  Bro.  P.  Jonson,  had  visited  many 
other  places  about  Waneberga. 

Ian  17  we  left  Waneberga  and  visited  the  mem- 
hers   in   Hor     We   had    two    delightful    meetings 

j     1        ,    ™,mr;l  meeting      In   1893  there 
there  and  also   a  council-meeiiiig.  »sj 

were  nine  members,  but  for  the  present  there  are 
only  three.  Jan.  19  we  returned  to  my  home,  Kjef- 
itoge,  and  had  a  good  meeting  at  7  o  clock  Jan 
'  -o  Bro  Anderson  bade  farewell  to  me  and  started 
for  his  home  at  Limhamn.  Feb.  6  Bro.  Risberg  is 
to  be  free  from  his  prison  and  Bro.  A^  Gustafeson 

Feb.  9.  ,   

Mission  Report. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  mission  work 
done  in  the  Middle  District  of  Missouri  during  the 
past  year,  beginning  April  .8,  .895,  "P  to  date,  Feb. 


He  united  with  the  German  Baptist  or  Breth 
church  in  1866.     He,  with  his  wife,  was  among  th 
first  baptized  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church,  then 
belonging  to  the  Rock   Run  church.     He  was  th" 
first  minister  in  the   Pleasant  Valley  church.     H 
ilected  to  the  ministry  in   1869.     He  was  01 
aiuedto  the  eldership  in  1879.     After  the  death 
of  Eld.  J.  B.  Shoemaker  he  was  intrusted  with  the 
oversight  of  the  church. 

He  was  a  zealous  worker  for  the  Lord  and  in 
strumental  in  building  up  the  church.  He  lived  to 
see  all  of  his  children  become  members  of  th 
church,  which  was  a  great  comfort  to  hi 
old  days.  His  work  on  earth  is  done,  and  he  has 
gone  to  his  reward.  The  church  has  lost  a  faithful 
worker,  and  the  family  a  kind  and  loving  father. 
They  will  miss  him  very  much.  He  leaves  his  wife 
and  six  children,  one  a  cripple  who  walks  with  two 
crutches  Many  warm  friends  are  left  to  mourn 
their  loss.  He  was  buried  in  the  Pleasant  Valley 
cemetery  Jan.  25.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  I.  L 
Berkey,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  Fsa.  42:  5 
Christian  Schroc 


family— M   treated  alike!     It   was   astonishing  to 
to  see  those  little  folks,  after  a  stay  of  six  or 
twelve   months   at  the   Home,  acquire  such  good 
habits   and  manners.    They  are  taught  to   speak 
kindly  to  visitors.     I  saw  them  sit  at  the  table  to 
eat.     All    sat    quiet.     A   young   sister   called    out. 
Then   they   folded   their  hands.     "Two." 
Then  they  bowed   their    heads.     "Three."    Then 
they  prayed  the   Lord's  Prayer  in  concert.     When 
they    wished   anything,   one    hand    would   go    up. 
They   were   asked   what  they    wanted,    and    then 
helped  to  it.     Why  not  have  such  good  order  in  our 
,wn   homes,    and   train  the  little  ones  from  their 
youth  up?    Some  parents  should  be  there  a  while, 
light  learn  many  good  lessons, 
iro.  Levi  Miller,  the  founder  of  both  Homes,  did 
good  work  when  he  donated  SlO.000  for  the  home- 
less     Many   good   brethren   who   have   plenty    of 
means  might  be  a  blessing  to  mankind  if  they  would 
follow  his  example.    The  Lord  has  blessed  some 
members  with  much  means.    Why  not  do  good  to 
the  poor,  and  also  remember  the  mission  work  ov- 
the  entire  world?  J.  H.  Miller. 

Goshen,  M.,  Feb.  ii. 


7,  1896: 

Number  of  meetings  held 

Number  of  Sundays  spent, 
Number  of  week  days  spent,  ■ 

Number  baptized, 

Number  reclaimed 

Number  received  by  letter,.  • 

Number  of  love  feasts, 

Traveling  expenses  and  othe 
Expense  for  time 


From  Barren  Ridge,  Va. 

Dec    8,   1895,  our  elder,  Samuel  Dnv 
Barren  Ridge  church,  Va.,  commenced 
meetings  at  Forest  Chapel -a  church  on  th 
2         of  the  above  church  district.     The  first  f 

ights  the  weather  was  very  rainy   and   the   con 
gregations     small.     As    the    meeting    progressed, 
interest  increased,  with  good,  attentive  congre- 
gations.    The  meetings  closed  Dec.  21.     Two  were 
gdded  to  the  church  by  confession   and  baptism. 
There  were  also  Communion  services  at  the  same 
nlace  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  21. 
P  Feb    .  the  members  of  the  Barren  Ridge  church 
convened  in  quarterly  council.    Among  the   busi- 
ness of  the  day  was  the  organization  of  a  Sunday 
school   for  the  coming  summer^   beginning :  Apnl 
c      Brethren  Joseph  Cline,  A.  B.   Early  and  DC 
Flory  of  the  Middle  River  congregation,  were  with 
us     Their  presence  was  very  much  appreciated. 
us-     lne    v  N.  Walter  Coffman. 

Feb.  5.  _____ 

From  Mexico,  Ind. 


cidentals,. 


■t  58  75 
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Israel  Cripe. 


Warrcmburg,  Mo. 


Notice. 


Sometime   ago   the   readers   of  the   Messenger 
-especially     those     of    Eastern     Pennsylvan     - 
were    notified    about  the    "Report   of   the   Breth 
ren's    Ministerial     Meeting."     This    informs   then 
that    the     Clerk     has     still    several    hundred    o, 
hand,  and  it  is  desired  that  they  be  at  work  and 
do   good.    The   way   the   "covering"   sub)  c    was 
ventilated,    makes   the    Report   of   special  interest  [ 
to  all  who  have  any  desire  to  learn  the        g 
idea  of  it,  as  held  and  practiced  by  all  churches 
when  they  first  came  to  this    country,    and   which 
"original  idea"  is  still  held,  practiced  and  defend 
ed  by  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Brethren 
church  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 

Send   your  order  soon   and  enclose  as  much  as 
you   feel   proper  towards  defraying  expenses,  but 
not  more  than  five  cents  apiece.     At  any  rat 
your  order.     Address  the  writer. 

George  Bucher. 

KUinfellersville,  Pa. 


,  met  with  the  Brethren  of  the  Mexico  church 
1  A  Ian  27  in  a  series  of  meetings.  The  meet 
nes  were  'commence  Jan.  .8,  but  my  wife's  sick- 
rsTaused  my  delay,    ^e  home  minister   w 

♦w=  carried  on  the  work.     A  three  weeKs    series 

°o    meet  ng    was  held,  with  six  accessions,  and  sev- 

aTmorelho  promised  to  come  in  the  near  future 

Bro  Samuel  Murray,  who  lives  near  by,  was  able 

to  a  tend  some  of  the  meetings.     Bro.  Murray  ..a 

Temarkable  man.     He  will  be  nine  y  years ,  old  Apr 

,    hut  seems  to  still  have  a  well-balanceo  , 

can  hold  a  conversation    on   any    topic   well. 

Bro  Murray  for  several  years,  through  the  winter 

hL  sXed  from  illness,  but  at  present  holds  h,s 

,,,,.11   and  does  some  preaching  yet. 

-    manv   are   thrown    together.     At    presenr 
so   many   ar  .^^ 

Home  has  fifteen  ot       .  o  institutions 

TV,-  Drnhan  s  Home  is  near  Dy,     00m 
u  Controlled   by    brother    and    sister    Fisher. 

Whit  a  gr  nd  Place  to  bring  up  the  little  fatherless 
T      therless  children!     How  many  souls  can  be 
and  Tunrooer  culture,  who  otherwise  would  be 
S?^Sn-r..«  brought  together  _.  _ 


Home. 

The  sweetest  name  and  the  dearest  spot  on 
arth  is  "Home."  It  is  a  name  and  place  of 
which  we  never  tire.  At  home  we  rest,  we  eat 
and  drink  there,  to  refresh  our  bodies;  we  sleep 
there  we  gather  from  the  wide  world  to  meet 
loved  ones  again.  It  is  a  shelter  from  the  winter's 
old  and  the  summer's  heat,  and  a  solace  in  our  de- 
lining  years.     We  prefer  to  die  there. 

Recently  we  were  called  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings near  the  "Old  Folks'  Home"  in  Kansas, 
and  while  there,  complied  with  a  request  to  visit 
the  Home.  We  found  the  Home  true  to  name  in 
every  respect.  It  is  pleasantly  situated,  and  neat- 
ly finished  and  attractive.  The  rooms  are  com- 
modious well  ventilated,  neatly  kept  and  com- 
fortably'furnished.  The  board  is  fully  up  to  the 
average  of  good  board  in  any  country.  The  ac- 
imodations  are  all  that  should  be  expected, 
t-rom  cellar  to  garret  the  Home  reflects  credit  on 
the  managers,  and  the  family  in  charge.    God  bless 

,       ,,  1  J.  S.  MOHLER. 

the  Home!  ' 

From  the  Indian  Reservation,  Nebr. 
I  closed  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  home,  in  York 
county,  Nebr.,  Jan.  27,  with  good  interest  and  pros- 
oects  of  good  results  in  the  near  future. 
PJan  I  I  stopped  with  the  church  in  Butler 
county.  Here  1  met  Bro.  S.  Vj,  Forney,  engaged  in 
an  interesting  meeting.  I  arrived  here  on  Jan.  29, 
and  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  next  d  y  in 
the  Indian  Reservation.  Our  meetings  are  well  at 
tended,  with  good  interest.  While  at  first  the  con- 
tenoeu,  b  n<j  trouble  now 

Ttder  I  wul  continue  here  till  Feb.  8. 
Th°en.  go  to  Decatur,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Res- 
rvation!  where  I  expect  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 


This  is  a  good  country,  but  there  is  rough  society. 
There  are  plenty  of  Indians,  but  the  worst  are 
Uiose  who  are  partly  Indian.  There  are  two  famil- 
es  of  Brethren  here  in  the  Indian  Reservation. 
The  weather  is  warm  here.  There  is  no  rain  or 
,„p  now  We  had  about  three  inches  ot 
snow   here   now      W       ^.^    .^  ^  .  ther£  fa 

much  labor      Brethren,  do  not   forget  the  mission 
much  laoor.  Stamdaugh. 

work  in  our  own  country. 

Notes  of  Travel. 

Having  some  friendsliving  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania through  their  urging  I  left  home  Jan.  14.  to 

s  "hem,  and  also  visit  some  of ^the  churches  0 
said  District.     My  first  stopping-off  pomt  was  Potts 

Z  tt  , Lure  of  meeting  brethren  Jacob  Connor 
and  lesse  Zigler,  ministers  of  said  church  1  hem 
five  meeting,  at  this  point.  I  found  the  church  ir, 
fair  working  order. 
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February  22,  ,gg5 


From  this  point  I  was  taken  into  what  is 
known  as  the  Hatfield  church.  Eld.  F.  P.  Cassel  is 
the  elder  in  charge.  This  church,  from  what  I 
could  see,  is  in  good  condition.  Here  I  met  Bro. 
Levi  Mohler,  of  York  countv,  Pa.,  who  was  con- 
ducting a  series  of  meetings  for  them.  I  remained 
for  two  meetings.  I  tried  to  preach  for  them  once, 
and  much  appreciated  the  attention  and  interest 
while  among  them. 

From  here  I  was  taken  into  the  Indian  Creek 
church.  Elder  Henry  Price  is  in  charge  here.  This 
church  is  in  a  healthy  condition.  I  preached  three 
times  for  them,  to  interested  congregations.  While 
here  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Bro.  Abraham 
H.  Cassel,  the  noted  librarian.  My  time  was  too 
short  to  do  justice  to  an  examinalion  of  the  library 
he  has  gathered.  From  here  I  was  taken  to  Ger- 
mantown  to  meet  Bro  G.  N.  Falkenstein,  who 
kindly  accompanied  me  through  the  old  grave- 
yard. While  standing  at  the  grave  of  Alexander 
Mack,  various  thoughts  passed  through  my  mind, 
but  space  will  not  permit  me  to  offer  any. 

From  here  I  was  taken  into  the  Coventry  church 
where  I  preached  once.  I  returned  home  Feb.  3 
and  found  all  well.  Reuben  Shroyer. 

Pierce,  Ohio,  Feb.  6. 

From  the  Mlsslssinewo  Church,  Ind. 

Jan.  18  our  elder,  George  L.  Studebaker,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings,  expecting  Bro.  Dor- 
sey  Hodgden  to  be  with  us  as  soon  as  he  could 
come.     The  meetings  increased  in  interest. 

Bro.  Hodgden  came  the  2Sth,  holding  meetings 
each  evening,  and  nine  day  meetings,  besides  hold- 
ing several  services  at  the  home  of  some  of  our 
sick  brethren  and  sisters. 

The  meetings  closed  Feb.  12  with  twenty-one 
additions  by  baptism  and  one  applicant,  who  is  ly- 
ing on  a  sick  bed,  but  expects,  as  soon  as  he  can 
get  to  the  church,  to  come  out  and  be  received  by 
baptism. 

Thus  you  see  we  have  surely  had  the  Lord  with 
us  in  these  meetings.  There  has  certainly  been 
rejoicing  in  heaven  in  the  presence  of  the  angels. 

We  believe  there  has  not  been  a  time  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  old  Mississinewa  church  when  the 
brethren  and  sisters  so  much  saw  the  necessity  of 
work,  and  were  encouraged  to  duty. 

Now,  concerning  those  who  were  received  into 
the  church:  With  the  exception  of  probably  four, 
they  did  not  exceed  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  these 
were  the  children  of  Brethren.  As  was  remarked 
by  our  elder,  it  certainly  increases  our  responsi- 
bility, having  the  care  of  so  many  young  brethren 
The  sermons  preached  by  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker 
were  twelve,  including  two  day  meetings.  Bro 
Hodgden  held  twenty-five  meetings  including  nine 
day  meetings,  making  a  total  of  thirty-seven  ser- 
mons. 

We  hope  to  send  some  more  good  news  soon  as 
we  believe  there  is  quite  an  awakening  in  the  good 
w°[k-  ,  Calvin  W.  Hooke. 

Stockport,  Ind.,  Feb.  ij. 


From  Worthington,  Minn. 

Jan.  18  husband  and  I  went  to  the  Maple  Val- 
ley church  near  Aurelia,  Iowa.  Here  husband  la- 
bored  two  weeks.  Then  we  went  north  eight  miles 
and  held  some  meetings  at  a  schoolhouse.  The 
meetings  were  very  largely  attended,  and  good  at- 
tention was  paid  to  the  Word  spoken.  Before 
leaving  we  were  called  upon  to  visit  a  sister  who 
was  afflicted  by  a  stroke  of  paralysis.  We  were 
not  permitted  to  enter  the  house,  as  the  children 
were  just  recovering  from  scarlet  fever  and  thev 
were  quarantined.  So  the  dear  sister  was  placed 
near  the  window,  where  we  could  talk  with  her 
hrough  the  window  She  seems  perfectly  resigned 
to  the  will  of  the  Lord,  and  cheerful  and  happy 
This  is  the  way  a  Christian  should  be. 

After  leaving  the  sister,  we  crossed  the  road  to 
another  house  and  were  conducted  to  the  bedside 
of  an  afflicted  young  man.  He  had  not  tasted  of 
the  sweetness  there  is  in  the  religion  of  Jesus.  We 
had  prayer  with  him,  and  took  our  departure 


We  arrived  home  on  Saturday,  Feb.  8,  and  were 
glad  to  find  that  our  little  band  of  Christian  work- 
ers had  been  holding  the  fort  during  our  absence. 
They  had  prayer  meetings  every  Sunday  evening. 
I  wish  every  church  in  the  Brotherhood  would 
hold  such  meetings.  Then  our  young  members 
would  have  something  to  do. 

Our  spiritual  outlook  here  is  very  encouraging. 
Several  more  members  will  move  in  soon.  It  is 
now  about  a  year  since  we  moved  here  and  we  can 
say  we  like  this  country.  We  have  had  a  splen- 
did win'er  so  far,— no  snow  to  speak  of.  Many 
d  homes  can   be   had   yet,    at   very  reasonable 

:es.  We  do  not  try  to  persuade  people  to  come 
nere;  we  want   them  to   come   and   see   for  them- 

Last  year  we  distributed  a  great  many  Messen- 
gers among  the  neighbors,  and  all  were  pleased 
with  them.  Now  we  are  going  to  work,  to  see  how 
many  we  can  get  to  take  the  paper.  We  expect  to 
reorganize  our  Sunday  school  with  the  approach  of 
warmer  weather.  We  hope  to  do  more  work  for 
the  Master  this  year  than  we  did  in  the  past. 

Lizzie  Hilary. 
Feb.  10. 


Death  of  Eld.  Win.  Hertzler. 

Eld.  Wm.  Hertzler  departed  this  life  in  the 
Chiques  church,  at  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Feb.  10, 
1896,  aged  68  years,  1  month  and  10  days.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  cancer,  from  which  he  was 
a  great  sufferer  for  a  number  of  years,  though  he 
bore  all  with  patience.  He  served  the  Brethren 
church  a<=  a  minister  for  a  period  of  forty-nine 
years.  He  was  chosen  to  the  ministry  at  the  ea'ly 
age  of  nineteen.  He  was  the  elder  of  the  Spring 
Creek  church,  Pa.,  for  nearly  thirty  years.  Bro. 
Hertzler  was  the  oldest  elder  in  office  in  the  East- 
ern District  of  Pennsylvania.  About  three  years 
ago  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  where  he  expected  to  permanently  reside,  and 
give  all  his  time  and  talents  to  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  the  church.  But  the  hand  of  affliction  was 
heavily  laid  upon  him,  so  that  he  could  not  devote 
much  of  his  time  to  his  intended  work.  A  wife 
and  five  children  survive  him, — three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  Elizabethtown,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  and  also  at  the  Spring 
Creek  house,  near  Derry  church,  on  the  13th,  where 
interment  was  made  in  the  graveyard  adjoining. 
It  was  Bro.  Hertzler's  desire  to  be  buried  in  the 
midst  of  the  scenes  of  his  life's  labors.  A  sad 
feature  connected  with  the  funeral  was  that  sister 
Hertzler  could  not  follow  her  husband  to  the  grave 
on  account  of  sickness.  Funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Jacob  H.  Longanecker,  assisted  by 
brethren  Henry  Zug  and  Charles  Maderia  from 
the  words,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  Job 
191  25-  Joseph  B.  Aldingek. 

Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  Feb.  14. 

From  North  Manchester,  Ind. 


Notwithstanding  this  is  the  first  session  of  Man- 
chester College  and  the  Bible  School,  the  Special 
Bible  Term  brought  many  students 

Six  days  each  week  during  January,  nine  classes 
recited:  Two  classes  in  Normal  Study;  two  in  Bi- 
ble Geography;  one  in  Old  Testament  Law;  one  in 
Life  of  Christ;  a  class  in  Timothy;  a  Missionary 
class;  New  Testament  Greek;  Sacred  Music;  and 
Bible  and  Hymn  Reading. 

Every  one  was  busy  and  delighted  with  the 
work.  During  this  time  the  Bible  Society  <*ave 
some  inspiring  programs.  This  society  nieets 
every  week,  and  ,s  fast  becoming  a  great  power  in 
the  school  Thus  far,  a  number  of  ministers  have 
.sted  in  Bible  study,  and  a  commendable  inter- 
est is  being  manifested.  The  steady  growth  of 
the  school  ,s  now  met  by  the  new  building  ("The 
Bible  School")  which  is  about  completed"  Vhere 
was  preaching  m  the  new  chapel  each  evening  dur- 
ing January.  Eld.  W.  R.  Deeter  preached  the  first 
series  of  discourses,  and  was  followed  by  elders 
Amsey  Puterbaugh  and   I.   D.  Parker.    Eid    Dee 


ter's  discourses  were  very  practical,  convincing 
and  encouraging.  Eld.  Puterbaugh  could  not  re 
main  long  with  us,  but  all  were  edified  by  his  sti 
ring  sermons,  so  full  of  hope  to  the  toiling  Chris 
tian.  Eld.  Parker's  sermons  were  weighty  with 
practical  teaching,  demonstrating  forcibly  the  in 
stability  of  all  worldly  happiness,  and  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  looking  out  for  safe  ground  upon 
which  to  build  our  hopes.  Six  entered  the  church 
by  baptism. 

The  Lord  is    adding  his  blessing  to  the  efforts 
being  made  by  the  College  trustees  in  the  found- 
■ng  of  Manchester  College  and  the  Bible  School. 
E.  M.  Crouch. 


From  Centralla,  Washington. 

Bro.  G.  C  Carl  and  family,  from  Myrtle  Point 
Oregon,  arrived  at  Centralia,  Sept.  20.  He  holds 
two  meetings  every  Sunday  and  a  Bible  class  dur- 
ing the  week  He  is  laboring  earnestly  among  the 
people  and  they  manifest  an  interest  in  the  meet- 
ings. Such  meetings  mean  study,  work  and  push. 
We  had  an  intelligent  class  of  people  to  1 n*ertain 
with  the  Book  of  all  books,— the  Bible.  Bro.  Al- 
len Ives  and  family,  from  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  will  be 
with  us  soon  and  we  are  anxiously  awaiting  his  ar- 
rival. We  earnestly  hope  that,  before  the  close  of 
1896,  we  will  be  able  to  report  some  additions.  I 
am  heartily  in  favor  of  foreign  missions  in  every  re- 
ipect,  and  I  thank  God  that  we  have  two  missions 
itarted  in  foreign  lands.  Let  us  do  more  thorough 
work  at  home,  and  we  will  soon  have  missions  in 
Tyland!  Take  this  state,  for  instance,  as  well 
as  many  other  States  in  America,  and  our  people 
and  church  are  entirely  unknown.  There  is  not 
one  organized  church  in  this  bright  and  prosperous 
State.  You  can  go  almost  anywhere  and  you  will 
find  the  Methodist  churches.  Where  are  you, 
Brethren,  with  your  talents  and  with  your  wealth? 
Is  it  your  highest  ambition  to  save  the  lost,  10  es- 
tablish churches  and  to  fulfill  all  righteousness? 
If  any  of  our  members  would  like  to  procure  homek- 
where  land  can  be  purchased  cheap,  write  me. 

Alice  S.  Chris«ieb.- 


From  the  Ashland  Church,  Ashland,  Ohio. 

We,  as  a  church,  have  held  two  protracted  meet- 
ings this  year,— one  at  the  Dickey  churchhouse, 
held  by  the  home  ministers,  and  one  at  the  Oak 
Grove  house.  Bro.  Wm.  Dessenberg  did  the 
preaching.  The  latter  meeting  was  characterized 
by  a  splendid  interest  and  one  dear  sister  was  re- 
ceived by  baptism.  At  the  former  meeting  there 
were  no  additions  but  it  was  a  profitable  meeting 
nevertheless.  Two  young  men  were  received  into 
the  church,  making  application  at  one  of  our  regu- 
lar Sunday  evening  meetings  just  before  commenc- 
ing our  protracted  meeting  at  the  Dickey  house. 
This  makes  three  since  our  last  report. 

W.  F.  England. 
Feb.  10. 

District  Meeting  for  Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

I  have  been  requested  by  last  District  Meeting 
Clerk,  F.  W.  Dove,  to  send  in  notice  of  our  com- 
ng  District  Meeting  of  Southern  Missouri  and 
Arkansas,  to  be  held  in  the  Round  Mountain 
church,  Washington  County,  Ark.,  on  the  fourth 
Thursday  before  Pentecost,  April  30.  A  ministe- 
rial meeting  is  to  be  held  in  connection,  which 
commences  right  after  the  business  of  District 
Meeting.  All  will  come  on  the  St.  Louis  &  San 
Francisco  R.  R.,  to  Fayetteville,  and  then  take 
the  St.  Paul  Branch  Railroad  and  stop  off  at  Har- 
ris Station.  Those  from  the  North  will  reach 
Fayetteville  at  11  o'clock  A.  M„  and  lay  over  till 
4  P.  M.  Those  from  the  South  will  make  connec- 
tion at  the  Junction,  a  little  south  of  Fayetteville, 
where  they  will  change  cars.  There  will  be  con- 
veyance the  day  before  the  meeting.  Any  wishing 
to  come  sooner  will  please  inform  the  writer. 

„,  Samuel  Weimer. 

Wyman,  Ark.,  Feb.  is. 
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Notes  x  from  x  our*  Correspondents. 

"^A^diTwaler  lo  a  IMrsly  soul,  so  is  good  ne»s  Irom  a  far  conpl,^ 

Adamsboro,  Ind.— The  Brethren  of  this  church 
hcld  their  quarterly  council-meeting  on  last  Satur- 
day, Feb.  1.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Not 
much  business  needed  attention,  but  we  reorgan- 
ized our  Sunday  school  and  elected  all  new  officers. 
The  attendance  was  good. — David  Flory,  Feb.  7. 

Snake  Spring  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  George  Rai- 
righ,  of  Johnstown,  began  a  series  of  meetings  at 
this  place  Jan.  25,  closing  Feb.  9,  preaching  in  all, 
twenty-two  sermons.  Two  precious  souls  were  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism,  and  others  are 
counting  the  cost. — D.  W.  Van  Horn,  Foreman,  Pa. 

Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  Wm.  F. 
Calvert,  of  May  Hill,  Adams  County,  Ohio,  began 
a  series  of  meetings  on  the  evening  of  Jan.  19  and 
closed  Feb.  2,  preaching,  in  all,  twenty-three  ser- 
mons, including  one  children's  meeting.  Two  were 
baptized  and  the  members  much  built  up.  Others 
were  deeply  impressed. — D.  E,  Clark,   Cosmos,  Ohio. 

Morland,  Kans  —  Bro.  J.  B.  Wertz,  of  Quinter, 
Kans.,  has  been  preaching  at  the  Shiloh  school- 
house  the  second  Sunday  of  each  month  since  last 
fall.  He  held  a  series  of  meetings  here  in  January. 
Bro.  Wertz  is  an  able  expounder  of  the  Bible  and 
is  not  afraid  to  declare  the  Gospel  in  its  purity. 
There  are  six  members  here  and  we  are  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Quinter  church. —  W.  C.  Heisel,  Feb.  II. 

Huntington,  Ind.— Jan.  9  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenber- 
ger  began  preaching  for  us  here  in  the  city  and 
continued  until  Feb.  2.  We  are  glad  to  note  that 
the  church  is  still  prospering,  and,  as  an  immedi- 
ate result  of  the  meeting,  fourteen  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism,  and  since  the  meeting 
dosed,  two  more  have  made  the  wise  choice,  mak- 
ing, in  all,  sixteen.— D.  H.  Svoieberger,  F  b.  12. 

.  Q\nville  Creek  Church,  Va  —  Bro.  D.  H.  Zigler 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  19.  at  the 
New  Dale  meetinghouse.  The  meetings  closed 
Feb.  2,  with  six  applicants  for  baptism.  We  were 
taught  some  good  lessons.  Feb.  8  a  little  band  of 
brethren  and  sisters  met  at  the  Fairview  meeting- 
house for  council.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
holding  a  series  of  meetings  the  litter  part  of 
March.  In  connection  with  that  a  love  feast  is  to 
be  held  March  28  and  29.— Fannie  H.  Roller. 

Harlan,  Ind— We,  the  little  St.  Joe  Dist.ict,  met 
in  quarterly  council  Feb.  8.  Eld.  L.  Hyer,  from 
Blue  River,  and  Bro.  James  Barton,  from  Cedar 
Lake,  were  present.  Much  business  came  before 
the  meeting.  It  was  decided  to  elect  several  dea- 
cons. Brethren  William  Killian  and  Elmer  Wil- 
liams were  elected  as  deacons;  Bro.  John  Stafford 
was  ordained  to  the  eldership,  and  Bro.  John  Kil- 
lian forwarded  to  the  second  degree  of  the  minis- 
try. Everything  was  disposed  of  with  brotherly 
love. — Bertha  Williams,  Feb.  11. 

Dorrance,  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  D.  Trostle, 
of  Dickinson  County,  came  to  us  Jan.  15.  He 
preached  eighteen  sermons.  He  surely  directed 
the  people  to  their  duty  by  the  Word  of  God.  On 
Tuesday  after  the  meetings  closed  the  brethren  and 
sisters  met  in  council,  at  which  brethren  J.  D.  Tros- 
tle and  John  Hollinger  presided.  It  was  decided 
to  elect  a  brother  to  the  ministry.  The  lot  fell  on 
Br°.  J.  W.  Long.  An  election  was  held  for  two 
brethren  to  the  office  of  deacon,  resulting  in  the 
choice  of  Bro.  Uriah  Silveous  and  the  writer.—/.  S. 
Strole,  Feb.  12. 

Slate  Creek  Church,  Kans.— Our  church  met  in 
quarterly  council.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meet- 
ing- Among  other  business  transacted,  Eld.  Hen- 
ry Brubaker  was  relieved  of  the  oversight  of  this 
congregation,  in  compliance  with  his  request,  as 
he  has  moved  away.     Eld.  John  Wise  was  elected 
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^Coshen,  Ind.— The  Brethren  of  the  Elkhart  con- 
gregation just  closed  a  singing  school  which  was 
conducted  and  taught  by  sister  Jennie  May  Culler, 
of  North  Manchester,  Ind.  It  was  by  far  the  lar- 
gest singing  class  the  writer  ever  attended,  having 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  scholars  enrolled. 
About  twice  that  number  attended,  notwithstand- 
ing the  very  bad  roads  we  had  during  that  time. 
We  closed  with  about  five  hundred  or  more  pres- 
ent. Short  talks  on  singing  were  given  on  that 
occasion;  also  a  very  effectual  speech  by  sister  J. 
H.  Miller  on  the  importance  of  keeping  the  chil- 
dren instructed  in  that  line.—; John  W.  Hoover. 

Nevada,  Mo.— We  closed  our  meetings  at  Lex- 
ington, Iowa,  Feb.  I,  with  a  good  interest  and 
three  additions  by  baptism.  I  then  returned  to 
Plattsburg  and  met  with  the  Brethren  at  the  Wal- 
nut Grove  church  on  Lord's  Day.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  our  much  loved  brother, 
John  Sadler  who  had  just  come  from  Northern 
Iowa.  He  gave  us  a  good  talk.  Then  he  and  I 
made  a  short  visit  to  the  Brethren  at  Cameron  and 
Kidder,  and  now  we  are  at  this  place,  holding 
meetings  at  the  house  of  our  much  loved  brother 
and  sister  E.  Eikenberry.  The  roads  being  very 
bad,  the  Brethren  thought  it  not  best  to  use  the 
church.— Wm.  C.  Hipes,  Feb.  11. 

Dunlap,  Kans.— The  oldest  organized  Brethren's 
church  in  the  State  of  Kansas  (known  as  the  Cot- 
tonwood church )  met  in  a  special  council  Jan.  14, 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  the  location  of  a 
churchhouse.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  we 
locate  it  one  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Dun- 
lap,  on  a  lot  donated  for  the  purpose.  Two  more 
have  consented  to  own  Christ  as  their  King,  and 
were  baptized  to  arise  to  walk  in  newness  of  life, 
since  my  last  report.     One  dear  orphan  sister,  who 
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...so,        Jlc   Will   dlso   iclmi-;j^.ii    ....-    

District  Meeting.  We  send  one  query  to  District 
Meeting.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school. 
We  also  have  preaching  each  Lord's  Day,  and  so- 
cial meeting  every  Sunday  evening.—/  B.  Thomp- 
s°n,  Feb.  S. 


t  yesterday  and  sought  refuge  with  Christ  Jesus. 
May  they  prove  faithful,  is  our  prayer!— John  G. 
Sargent,  Feb.   10. 

^"boes  It  Pay?— Some  may  ask:  "Does  it  pay  to 
send  the  Gospel  Messenger  as  an  evangelist  or 
missionary?  In  reply  I  say  this;  Last  night  after 
we  closed  our  meeting  a  dear  brother  and  sister 
came  to  us  and  told  us  their  experience.  They 
said  they  were  brought  up  in  the  ways  of  this 
world,  but  somehow  had  got  hold  of  a  Gospel 
Messenger.  After  reading  it  they  received  the 
first  gleam  of  light.  They  then  read  the  paper 
and  compared  it  with  the  Bible  and  made  appli- 
cation for  baptism  before  they  ever  heard  the 
Brethren  preach  a  sermon.  I  learn  there  are  oth- 
ers here  who  were  brought  to  the  church  in  the 
same  way.— William  C.  Hipes,  Nevada,  Mo.,  Feb.  11. 

Mexico,  Ind.— We  have  just  closed  an  inter- 
esting  seties   of    meetings.     The   home    ministers 

and  preached  each  evening  till  the  25th.  Then  Bro. 
Levi  Holsinger,-  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  came 
and  remained  over  Sunday,  preaching  three  soul- 
cheering  sermons.  Then,  on  Monday  evening, 
Bro.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  came  and  re- 
mained till  Sunday  night,  Feb.  9,  preaching  twenty 
sermons.  Six  precious  souls  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side  and  were  baptized,  and  we  know  that 
there  are  others  who  are  counting  the  cost.  The 
attendance  and  attention  were  good.—/.  M.  Replo- 
glejan.li. 

Morral,  Ohio— Last  April  we  moved  from  the 
Wyandot  church,— a  distance  of  about  eighteen 
miles,— to  a  place  where  there  is  no  churchhouse. 
Only  a  few  members  live  here,  but  there  is  preach- 
ing by  the  Brethren-  in  the  schoolhouse.  Bro.  S. 
A.  Walker,  of  the  Seneca  church,  fills  the  mission 
point,  which  is  every  six  weeks.  Brethren  Joseph 
Robison,  J.  B.  Light,  and  S.  M.  Loose,  our  elder, 
came  to  visit  us  and  gave  us  some  meetings.  It 
made  our  hearts  sad  to  leave  the  band  of  workers 
at  Wyandot,  but  we  thank  the  dear  Brethren  for 
their  kindness  by  remembering  us  and  sending  us 
a  mission  worker.  We  had  meetings  last  Saturday 
evening,  Sunday  and  Sunday  evening.  Close  at- 
tention was  given  to  the  Word  spoken.— Lawa  A. 
Cook,  Feb.  12. 


Harlan,  Iowa.— The  Harlan  church  has  closed 
their  series  of  three  weeks'  meetings.  The  first 
two  were  conducted  by  Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder,  of  Sa- 
betha,  Kans.,  as  reported  last  week.  Bro.  R.  F. 
McCune,  of  Dallas  Centre,  conducted  the  meetings 
the  last  week,  with  two  more  received  into  the 
fold,  making  nine  precious  souls  received  into  the 
church  during  the  meetings.—  C.  H.  Strohm,  Feb.  12. 

Round  Mountain,  Ark.— Since  my  last  report  I 
have  been  busy,  having  made  several  visits  to  the 
outskirts  of  our  congregation.  We  had  good  meet- 
ings. I  have  to  travel  about  four  hundred  miles 
to  visit  the  different  points  for  preaching  and 
councils,  before  our  District  Meeting.  There  have 
a  few  members  moved  in  and  some  more  are  com- 
ing. March  5  I  go  to  Ft.  Smith  and  Indian  Ter- 
ritory.— Samuel  Weimer,  Wyman,  Ark. 

Jennings,  La. — This  is  a  quiet  place  of  about 
1,200  inhabitants.  When  wife  and  I  leave  here,  it 
will  leave  only  eight  members  here.  All  are  liv- 
ing in  town.  They  have  a  nice  churchhouse  and 
would  like  a  minister  to  locate  here.  I  have  been 
here  one  year.  Our  evergreen  Sunday  school  is 
being  carried  on  with  Adam  Esterley  as  Superin- 
tendent. This  little  band  here  is  one  arm  of  the 
Roanoke  church.  I  am  going  up  to  Grayson,  to 
take  up  a  homestead,  and  I  would  like  if  any  of 
the  Brethren  who  want  homes  would  come  and 
look  at  the  country.  Peach  trees  are  now  in  bloom. 
Bro.  Hylton  intends  to  commence  meetings  here 
Feb.  16.  We  hope  the  seed  he  sows  will  bring 
forth  fruit!— Lewis  Miller,  Feb.  10. 

Franklin  Church,  Iowa.  —  Bro.  Peter  Brower, 
from  South  English,  Iowa,  came  to  us  Jan.  16,  and 
preached  fourteen  soul-cheering  sermons.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  with  the  exception 
of  one  stormy  evening,  and  the  attention  was 
splendid.  There  were  no  immediate  results,  al- 
though we  believe  some  were  impressed  with  the 
thought  that  they  were  not  doing  their  duty. 
There  were  three  received  by  letter.  We  have  an 
interesting  Bible  class  each  Sunday  evening.  The 
church  here  has  been  strengthened  and  much  en- 
couraged to  go  on  in  the  good  work.  May  the 
Lord  bless  our  dear  brother  in  his  field  of  laborl 
Any  ministers  passing  through  this  way  are  re- 
quested to  stop  off  and  preach  for  us.  They  will 
be  met  by  notifying  Bro.  John  T.  Caster,  Leon,  Iowa. 
— Mattie  E.  Caster,  Leon,  Iowa, 

Blue  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— Bro.  Keiser  came 
here  in  November  and  held  meetings  for  a  little 
over  a  week  when  the  stormy  weather  and  bad 
roads  caused  him  to  close  the  meetings.  Jan.  19 
Eld.  C.  Krabill  began  another  short  series  of 
meetings,  which  closed  Jan.  26.  One  dear  sister, 
whose  church  home  for  several  years  has  been  with 
the  Old  Order  element  was  restored.  Last  week  our 
elder,  W.  K.  Simmons,  was  here.  He  commenced 
meetings  Feb.  I,  and  closed  them  last  evening. 
Our  council  was  held  Feb.  5.  The  meetings  were 
very  interesting,  but  in  each  instance  the  roads 
were  so  muddy  that  the  attendance  was  smaller 
than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  Our  Sunday 
school  still  continues  with  good  interest.  Several 
families  of  members  have  located  here  since  our 
last  report.— Ida  F.  Miller,  Feb.  10. 

Nokesville,  Va.— This  congregation  met  in  regu- 
lar quarterly  council-meeting  on  Saturday,  Feb.  8. 
Eld.  J.  S.  Holsinger  presided.  All  business  passed 
off  in  regular  order.  One  brolher  was  added  to 
the  church  by  letter.  Bro.  S.  S.  Lint  was  selected 
as  Superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school,  and  Bro. 
W.  F.  Hale,  Assistant.  Then  followed  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates,  to  be  sent  to  District  Meeting  to 
represent  this  church.  Brethren  M.  G.  Early  and 
Bro.  D.  F.  Kerlin  are  the  delegates  chosen.  It  was 
decided  to  build  a  churchhouse  near  Nokesville. 
The  site  was  selected,  a  building  committee  ap- 
pointed, and  solicitors  set  to  work.  On  Tuesday 
following,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  was  sub- 
scribed. The  schoolhouse  now  used  is  too  small  to 
seat  and  accommodate  the  large  congregation  who 
gather  here  for  worship.—/.  F.  Early,  Feb.  12. 
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A  Bequest 
and  being  desirous  of  giving  more 
time  to  the  Word,  I  desire  to  corre- 
spond with  congregations  needing  a 
minister,  and  especially  with  those 
who  have  been  trying  to  have  nie  lo- 
cate among  them  in  the  past  few 
years. — Geo.  W.  Lowry,  Scnllton,  Pa. 

Bremen,  Ind.—  Bro.  S.  Y.  Eversole, 
of  Rutten,  N.  Dak.,  came  to  us  Feb. 
8,  and  remained  with  us  over  Sunday, 
preaching  three  sermons.  The  con- 
gregations were  somewhat  small,  ow- 
ing to  bad  roads  and  considerable 
sickness  throughout  the  neighborhood, 
but  very  attentive.  Good  interest  was 
manifested.— Hiildah  M.  Eversole,  Feb. 
10. 

Price's  Creek,  Ohio.— On  the  even- 
ing of  Jan.  15,  Uro.  J.  F.  Spitzer  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Cedar  Grove  house,  which  closed  Feb. 
S.  The  unfavorable  weather  and  bad 
roads  did  not  prevent  the  people  from 
attending  the  meetings.  Two  precious 
souls  united  with  the  church  by  con- 
fession and  baptism.  Many  were  im- 
pressed with  the  thought  that  they 
are  not  doing  their  duty.  The  meet- 
ings closed  with  increasing  interest. — 
Lydia  Brown,  Feb.  7. 

Kockingham,  Mo.— Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  at  the  Wacanda 
church,  Feb.  S.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  One  was  re- 
ceived by  letter.  Our  two  Sunday 
schools  were  reorganized,  with  breth- 
ren Sidney  Rhodes  and  John  Mason 
as  Superintendents.  Hro.  W.  C. 
Hipes,  our  District  evangelist,  recent- 
ly held  a  scries  ol  meetings  in  the 
outskirts  of  this  congregation  and 
baptized  three,  making  eight  members 
at  this  point. — Fannie  Shirky,  Feb.  10. 

White  Oak,  Pa— The  Brethren  com- 
menced  a   series   of   meetings   at  the 
Penville  house  Jan.  25,  and  continued 
until  Feb.  4.     Besides  the  night  meet- 
ings we  had  two  day  meetings.     Th 
funeral   of  sister  Gonley,  who  suffere 
a  great   deal   tor  the   last   two   year: 
also  took  place  during  the  meeting: 
The  attendance  and  the  attention  wer 
very  good  thioughout   the  meeting: 
As  a  result  of  the  meetings,  five  came 
out  on   the   Lord's  side, 
ices  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Hotten- 
stein,     of     East     Petersburg, 
English  and  German  language.     Last 
Sunday  one  of  our  neighbors,  who  is 
sick,  was  baptized.— Sue  S.  Shriner. 

Santos,  Va— Bro.  A.  J.  Weddle  and 
the  writer  started  Jan.  21  on  a  mission 
trip  through  Patrick  County,  where 
we  held  two  meetings  in  a  Methodist 
church.  From  there  we  went  to  In- 
dian Graves,  North  Carolina,  where  we 
commenced  meetings  in  a  schoolhouse 
on  Friday  night.  On  Monday  breth- 
ren Rufus  Faw  and  Wm.  Lowe  came 
to  us  and  we  continued  till  Wednesday 
noon,  having,  in  all,  nine  meetings 
at  that  place.  Some  expect  to 
unite  with  the  church  in  the  near 
future.  We  went  from  there  to  Holly 
Springs,—  a  missionary  point,  —  and 
preached  three  sermons  to  large  con- 
gregations, during  which  time  Bro 
Faw  had  gone  home,  but  Bro.  Lowe 
with  us.  From  there 
Paul,  Carroll  Co.,  Va., 
Jacob    and   A.    Hyl- 


still    remained 
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ton   and    Wyatt 

Friday  night,  Feb.  31.     We  remained 

with  them  till  Sunday  morning,  learn- 


ing from  them  that  Bro.  Weddle's 
father-in-law  had  died  since  we  had 
left  home,  and  that  one  of  our  neigh- 
bors was  near  death's  door.  When 
we  got  home  we  found  that  he  was 
dead  and  buried.  This  brings  to 
minds  that  we  should  watch  and  be 
ready. — Zebrum  Keith,  Feb.  6. 

Palestine,  Ohio.— Eld.  Joseph  Spitz- 
er preached  for  us  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, Sunday  morning,  Sunday  evening 
and  this  morning,  after  which  three 
dear  ones  made  application  for  mem- 
bership and  were  baptized.  5.  5.  Pe- 
try.  Glen  /Cam,  Ohio,  Feb.  10. 
Marion,  Ind.— Two  young  ladies 
:re  received  into  the  church  at  this 
place  by  baptism.  The  prospects  are 
good  for  more  to  follow.  We  are 
conducting  our  meetings  under  a  dis- 
advantage, What  is  needed  in  the 
city  is  a  house  of  our  own  to  worship 
in.—  Aaron  Moss,  Feb.  g. 

Mogadore,  Ohio.— Last  evening  Eld. 
F.  B.  Weimer,  of  Sterling,  Ohio, 
dosed  a  very  interesting  series  of 
meetings  of  about  two  weeks,  in  the 
Springfield  church,  with  one  addition 
by  baptism,  and  the  church  much 

ved.     Eld.   Weimer   is   an   able 
pounder  of  the    Gospel   and    his   s 
mons  give   no  uncertain  sound.— Jacob 
Mi  shier,  Feb.j. 

Bethel  Church,  W.  Va.— Jan.  19 
Bro.  Jonas  Fike,  of  Eglon,  W.  Va., 
came  to  this  church  and  preached  the 
dedicatory  sermon,  assisted  by  Bro. 
D.  B.  Arnold,  of  Burlington,  W.  Va. 
Bro.  Jonas  continued  preaching  till 
the  27th,  when  he  took  his  leave  for 
home.  Our  dear  brother  held  forth 
the  Word  of  Life  with  ability.— Arthur 
IV.  Arnold,  Old  Fields,  W.  Va.Jan.  >8. 

St.  Joseph  Valley,  Ind.— Bro.  John 
Appleman  closed  a  two  weeks'  series 
of  meetings  last  Sunday  evening  at 
phce.  Two  were  reclaimed  for 
the  church.  Five  letters  of  member- 
ship were  handed  in  at  this  meeting. 
The  Sunday  school  will  open  again  in 
the  spring.  We  have  preaching  every 
Sunday.  We  also  have  two  Bible 
classes,— one  in  the  city,  the  other  at 
our  meetinghouse  in  the  country.  -  C. 
Smith,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Feb.  7. 

Forgy,  Ohio— I  commenced  preach- 
ing at  the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  111., 
Jan.  22,  and  closed  Feb.  9.  The  at- 
tendance and  interest  were  good,  con- 
sidering prevailing  sickness  and  very 
muddy  roads, — the  worst  they  have 
had  for  three  years.  Three  precious 
souls  were  baptized  into  Christ.  May 
God  bless  them!  Others  seemed  near. 
The  church  was  strengthened.  May 
the  Lord  bless  the  work  there  and 
everywhere!  I  am  homeward  bound, 
to  attend  a  series  of  meetings.  Then 
I  am  to  go  to  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
— Henry  Frantz, 


1S96,  by  Bro.  D.  M.  Fike,  Br 
Carleton,  Thayer  Co.,  Nebr.,  a 
Rothrock. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


PLUM— In  the  Monroe  church,  Iowa,  Jan. 
9,  1896,  sister  Mary  Plum,  aged  about  77 
ears.     She  was  born  in    Hampshire  County, 

a.,   in    1819,  and  moved    to    Iowa    in    1865, 


and 


Daniel    and    sister  Grabille,  aged  6  years,  8 

hs  and  3  days.     Funeral  occasion  by  the 

r,  from  Matt.  24:  44.     Michael  Claar. 

GAYLOR.— Near    Burkittsville,    Ind.,    Oct. 

16,   1895,  sister  Sarah  Gaylor,  aged  86  years, 

6  months  and  26  days.     A  few  days  previous 

to  her  death  she  called  for  the  elders  and  was 

anointed.     She  was  a  member  of  the  church 

for  many  years.     Her  life  seemed  to  be  fully 

consecrated  to  the  Lord,  and  she  was  a  bright 

and  shining  light  before  the  world.     Funeral 

services  by  the  undersigned. 

David  Ausherman. 


where  she  re 

ided  until  d 

ath. 

Slie  lea 

family  of  sev 

•n  children. 

Her 

lusband 

four  children 

preceded  her 

to  the 

spirit  w 

Funeral  servi 

:es    by    Eld 

Hira 

11    Berk 

from  1  Cor.  15 

•  Ej 

MA  Fun 

GRABILLE 

—At   Roari 

g    Springs,     I 

Co.,  Pa.,  Jan. 

19,    1806,    d 

aught 

r   of   fr 

LEAS.— At  East  Berlin,  Pa    Jan    i< 
Willie  Jacob  Leas,  infant  son  of  friend S 
liam  G.  Leas,  aged  I  year,  4  months  and 
days.    Interment  in  the  Mummert  gravey   \ 
near  East  Berlin.    Preaching  by  brethren  0 
ville  V.  Long  and  David  H.  Baker. 

Chas.  L.  Baker. 

NEFF— In    the    bounds    of   the  Cherok; 

church,  Cherokee  Co.,  Kans.,  Feb.  3,  i&£  ! 

lung  and  kidney  trouble,  Bro.  H.  P.  Neff,  aji 

40  years,  1  month  and  II  days.    Our  bretbe, 

nS    called  the 

wife 


lde: 


efully 


ntcd.     He 


child;  also  two  step-child: 

proved  by  the  Brethren,  frotn 
icev.  14: 13.  Samuel  Edgecomb. 

SHULTZ— In  the  Salamonie  church.  Hum 
ngton  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  7,  1896,  of  paralysis 
lister  Esther  Paul,  aged  74  years,  3  months 
ind  24  days.    Deceased  was   born    in    Blair 


unty, 


Oct. 


She 


liteilll 


HIMELIC— Near   Frcdric,    Iowa,    Jan. 

806,  Kissiah  Himelic,  aged  83  years.  5 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1813.  Her  maic 
name  was  White.  In  1835  she  was  married 
George  Himelic,  of  Indiana.  Funeral  se 
ices  conducted  by  Bro.  S.  P.  Miller. 

Emma  Funk 

SHREVES.-Within  the  bounds  of  the  Big 
Creek  church,  near  Cushing,  Okla.  Ter.,  Jan 

',   1806,   Fred  A.,  son   of  C.   M.  and   I.  M 

ireves,  aged  2  years,  11  months  and  10  days. 

SHREVES.— Also  at  the  same  place,  Feb 
1896,  infant  daughter  of  the  same  parents 

aving     an    almost    broken-hearted    mother 

uneral  by  the  Brethren.  A.  W.  Austin. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


■^1?c 


r:, 


l^Ut^A   jtiu 


ANDERSON-NELSON. -By  the  under- 
gned,  at  his  home,  near  Rokeby,  Nebr.,  Feb 
1806,  Mr.  Nelson  Anderson  and  sister  Elsie 
felson,  all  of  Greenwood,  Cass  Co.,  Nebr. 

D.  G.  Couser. 
JEWETT-ROSS.-At  the  residence  of  the 
bride's     parents,    in    Valley    County,     Nebr 
eb.  2.    1896,  Mr.  Arthur  L.  Jewell  and  Miss 
manda  V.Ross.  F.  M.  Florer. 

SAYLOR-ROTHROCK.-At  the  home  of  I  opened 
parents,  Carlisle,  Nebr.,  Feb.    2,|neralJa 


the  bride's 


GARBER.— In  the   Pipe  Creek    congrega 

;n,  Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  Jan.  19,  1806,  Bro.  John 

Garber,  aged  76  years,  I  month  and  21  days. 

Uncle  John  had  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 

church   for  a  number  of  years,  and    was 

iom  absent  from  the  house  of  God.    A  few 

ks  before  his    death,    be    called    for   the 

elders  and   was   anointed.    Funeral    services 

were  conducted  by   Eld.  E.  W.  Stoner  and 

other  brethren,  from  Ps.  119:  54. 

R.  A.  Pfoutz. 
GENSLY.  —  In    Churchtown,    Cumberland 
Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  18,  1896,  Daniel  Gensly,  aged  80 
years,  7  months  and  18  days. 

SPAHR.— At  the  same  place,  Feb.  3,  1806, 
Henry  Spahr,  aged  78  years  and  I  month. 

David  Nieslv. 
HARSH  MAN.— In  the  Antietam  congrega 
tinn,  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  Jan.  25,  1896,  Bro 
Daniel  Harsl  man,  aged  59  years,  8  month: 
and  18  days.  He  was  a  consistent  member  oi 
the  Brethren  church  for  twenty-four  years 
He  leaves  a  widow,  one  son  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Funeral  occasion  improved  by  Jacob 
Snider  and  Daniel  Baker,  from  I  Cor.  13:  10. 
G.  M.  Newcomer. 
FIKE— In  the  South  Waterloo  congrega- 
tion,Iowa,  Feb.  I,  1S96,  sister  Emma  S„  daugh- 
ter of  Bro.  John  and  sister  Mary  Fike,  aged 
20  years,  10  months  and  17  days.  Emma 
th  the  Brethren  church  when  but 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  has  lived  a  consistent 
Ihristian  life  up  to  her  death.  The  funeral 
ervices  were  conducted  by  Bro.  L.  R.  Peifer, 
rom  Job  14: 14,  to  a  large  concourse  of  sympa- 
betic  friends.  J.  h.  Fike. 

GOSS.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Maple  Grove 
hurch,  Howard  Stanley  Goss,  infant  son  of 
Jr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Goss,  aged  4  months  and 
5  days.  This  child  was  well  in  the  evening 
nd  died  it  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  Feb. 
,  1896.  Funeral  by  the  writer. 
HILDEBRAND.-In  the  Ashland  church 
>hio,  Jan.  8,  ,896,  Bro.  Ephraim  Hildebrand! 
ths  and  27  days.  Bro. 
sufferer  for  several 
He  had  been  totally 
blind  for  nearly  seventy  years  and  he  looked 
forward  to  the  time  when  all  eyes  shall  be 
loving  companion.  Fu- 
W.  F.  England. 


•■  ™y 


iage  to  David  H.  Shultz, 
To  them  were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom 
three  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  She 
died  at  the  home  of  one  of  her  daughters  in 
Warren,  Ind.  Funeral  at  Lancaster,  Feb.  9. 
O.  C.  Ellis. 
HURSH.-In  the  Buffalo  Valley  church^ 
Union  Co.,  Pa.,  sister  Anna  Hursh,  oldest' 
daughter  of  Joel  Royef^deceased,  aged  95 
years,  10  months  and  24  days.  Funeral  serv- 
ices conducted  by  Isaiah  Beaver  and  the 
er  J.  L.  Beaver." 

ALLEN— In  the  bounds  of  the  Clear  Creek 
church,  Huntington  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  4,  1896, 
Jacob  Allen,  aged  61  years,  5  months  and  3 
days.  Funeral  discourse  from  John  14: 1-3. 
H.  Shock. 
KINSLEY— In  the  East  Nimishillen church, 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  30,  1896,  Eli  N„  son  of 
brother  and  sister  C.  F.  and  Rachel  Kinsley, 
aged  18  years,  9  months  and  19  days.  Funer- 
al services  conducted  by  elders  N.  Longa- 
necker  and  S.  Sprankel,  from  Gen.  42:36. 
This  young  man,  like  many  others,  put  off 
that  most  needful  choice,  until  sickness,  ty- 
phoid pneumonia,  confined  him  to  his  'sed. 
Though  repentance  was  made,  his  pleading 
for  bapti 


uld  not  be  responded  to. 

D.F.I 

bie. 

the    Centreview    church 

Mo., 

Bro.    Wm.    Kane.    Deceased 

7,   1850.    He  was  marr 

ied  in 

Jennie    Quarrels.    Bro. 

Kane 

and    six    children.    He 

led  a 

Truly  by  his  death  we 

lost  a 

d  faithful  Christian. 

E.  A.  Mar 

MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Southern  Indiana. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Minis- 
ial  Meeting  of  Southern  Indiana,  to  be  held 

in  the  Arcadia  church,  March  31,  commencing 

at  9  A.  M. 

FORENOON. 

9:00,  Opening  Exercises. 

9: 15,  "  For  what  should  we  Pray  in  Public?" 
—Samuel  Younce,  followed  by  W.  H.  Harsh- 
berger. 

9:  55,  General  Discussion. 

10:40,  "The  most  Efficient  Plan  for  Mission 
Work  in  Cities."— Isaiah  Howard,  followed  by 
Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 


afternoon. 
Proper  Care  for  the  New  Convert."- 
Blickenstaff,  followed  by  D.  W.  Gu: 


Ephn 


ths  before  his  death. 


Helc 


:  40,  General  Discussion. 
:  20,  Intermission. 
:  30,  "Church    Government, 
owed  by  L.  W.  Teeter. 
:  10,  General  Discussion. 
:oo,  Dismissal. 


-Jacob    Rile 


evening. 

7:00,  "Children."— William  Burcham. 

7:20,  General  Discussion. 

7:  30,  Singing. 

7:  35,  "  How  does  a  Knowledge  of  the  Go 
Affect  the  Heathen?"— R.  R.  Goshorn, 
lowed  by  Jas.  Hazlett. 

8:15,  Closing  Exercises. 

C.  M.  Cobb,  Sec' 

North  Manchester,  Ind. 


c^i'V-vv^>-i    A 


February  22. 


TSIEi   GOSPEL   MHSSBNGaB, 


12; 


. .  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦ « 


Helps  to  Bible  Study,  Etc. 

International  S.  S.  Lesson  Commentary  for 

1 896-— For  the  use  of  teachers  and  ad 
vanced  students.  It  is  really  the  mos 
reliable  S.  S.  Comnrentary  published.  I 
is  prepared  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  the  au 
thor  of  religious  works.     Price,  Si.oo;  ou 


pnc 


.90c 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  pacm  of  the  Infinite,' 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firnianent  of  truth.  This 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  Si. 25.  To 
Special     terms    to    agents. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
cplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
:  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


Perm 


The  following  is  the  lis 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


Addn 


this  office. 


;thren's  Sunday    School    Song    Book 

This  work  was  compiled  and  published  by 
authority  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
1,500  copies  were  sold  the  first  month  of 
publication.  While  it  may  be  used  to 
advantage  in  any  of  our  services,  it  is  es- 
pecially adapted  for  use  in  Sunday  schools, 
prayer  and  social  meetings.  It  contains 
1S5  hymns,  and  is  printed  in  both  the 
shaped  and  round  notes.  The  book  is 
being  generally  introduced,  and  should  be 
used  by  all  our  Sunday  schools,  prayer 
and  social  meetings. 


copies,  prepaid,  .  . 
In  ordering  plea 
work  is  desired. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


CHAPTER  1. 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'§us  Christ,  b  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'gaac;  and 
cI'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  f  Ja'cgb 
begat  Jfl'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  yju'das  begat  Pha'res  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  h  Pha'res 


$i.00  for  25  Cents. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 

/eekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Bretlv 
en  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
ecognized    church    organ.     Price,   $1.50    per 


Eclipses  Them  All  I 

35a  Hours 

Chicago  to  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


The  Monon  Route,  with  Its  customary  enterprise,  hai 
put  on  n  new  fast  train  that  makes  the  run  between  CM 
cago  and  Jacksonville  i"  Uiii  ly-livc  .ind  one-hall  hours. 

This  train  Is  composed  ol  elegant  Pullman  Pertected 
Salcty  Vestlbulcd,  Open  and  Compartment  Sleepers,  In- 
cluding Drawing  Room  and  Bullet  Sleepers,  as  well  at 
comfortable  day-coaches,  with  Monon  Celebrated  High- 
backScats.   . 

This  train  leav 
at  Cincinnati  n> 
P.  M„  Atlanta, 
8:  ao  the  second  1 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum *    So 

ies  to  one  address,  3  months 17° 

ies,  to  one  address,  3  months, 1  50 

ies,  to  one  address,  6  months 3  35 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months See 


f—N  °p~["  Q  ^  (^J  "T^ 

POLAND  +  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 


Also  a  few  GOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 

Address:  O.  E.   FRANK, 

4ti3  Pleasant  Home,  t 


TJTJBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


:i  Levant,  div! 


Ciiit.  leather  lined  to  edtfe, 
under  gold  edge,  silk  se> 
and  is  probably  the  most  d 
bie  Bible  for  the  price  on 

among  the  Bibles,  and  the 
we  would  reconuiu-nd  at 
all  others.  It  contains  all 
helps,  maps,  etc.,  etc.,  beli 
E  best  ol  Bibles, 


$4.00. 


call  (or  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Address,  BRETIIIIBN'S  PIMISIIIM  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  1 


Church  Manual. 

This  little  work  is  of  great  value  to  all  who 
are  engaged  in  church  work.  A  complete  set 
of  Parliamentary  rulings  is  also  given.  Price 
25  cents  per  copy.     Address  this  office. 


You  Need  It ! 

Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 

Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 


S.  E-  DUBBEI.  &  CO.,  Proprietor*, 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  is  c< 
able  House  of  it 
moderate,  varyinf 


R  member  We  Are  Busy 


and  Automatic  Gates,  etc,  to 

tozners,    Write  na  for  prices  and  oatalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGEK  FENCE  CO., 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St„  Baltimore,  Md, 
Roa'ti, 


periodicals  will  be  s 


Samples  of  0 
n  application.      

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
y  way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  special 
rms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad 


ed   cla 


the  lei 


and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  Ies 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to 


Single  subscription,  < 


•  3Kc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  greal 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 


.  iXg 


.iSc 


Sunday   School   Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleas* 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 


No. 


>  Pour  iK'slgna 


ie,  flowered  b 

e  gilt  edge,  ul 


835H  Landscape  an* 


When  ordering  cards  be  s 


there  may  be  t 

Sunday    School  Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 


,  pictorial  • 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Address,  _ 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
lit,  Moirli,  111 


<  Chicago  daily  nt  8:3a  P.  M..  arriving 
(l  mnrnlnft   at  7:3a,   Chattanooga  f,:  50 

orning,  in  nmplc  time  to  make  conncc- 
;a  (or  points  in  Central  nnd  Southern 


This  Is  the  fastest  time  ever  mude  by  any  line  bn- 
tveen  Chicago  and  Florida. 

City  Ticket  Oificc,  131  Clnrk  Street.  Chicago;  Frank  J. 
Iced,  Gcn'l,  Pass.  Agt„  Chicago. 

For  time  cards,  pamphlets,  and  all  other  Information 
ddrcss  L,  E.  Sessions,  N.  W.  Pass.  Agt,,  Minneapolis 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  It;  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons, (i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  fumish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
nqfces,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $5  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  S  SO 
Bound  in  morocco,       ....  6  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  S4.00; 
Half  Leather,  84.50;  Half  Morocco, 
$5.00, 


rFfWi   CJOSPBL   3VIESSBlsr3-B£i. 
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Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  V .  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


A  Wonderful  New  State ! 

Thirty-two  Million  Dollars  Worth  of 
Products  in  1895  ! 


The  growth  of  North  Dakota  has 
been  one  of  the  marvels  of  western 
development.  A  few  years  ago  it  had 
no  place  on  the  map.  In  1895  it  pro 
duced,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
National  Department  of  Agricul'urc 
61,057,710  bushels  ot  wheat,  the  sec 
ond  largest  yield  of  any  State  in  the 
Union,  Minnesota  standing  first.  Of 
oats  it  had  19,067,914  bushels,  barley, 
8,839,286,  the  fifth  in  rank  in  the  Un- 
ion, and  of  potatoes,  5,lg2,|jS  bushels. 
The  total  value  of  farm  products  was 
over  ^32,000,000,  not  to  speak  of  live 
stock  and  the  dairy. 

Hon.  W.  W.  Barrett,  of  Church's 
Ferry,  Commissioner  of  Forestry,  ^.tys: 
"When  the  thoughtful  man  begins  to 
investigate  the  natural  resources  and 
wealth-producing  possibilities  of  the 
State  he  becomes  amazed  at  the  dis- 
coveries made,  and  the  high  condition 
of  attainment  in  store  for  our  citizens 
and  the  masses  to  occupy  our  borders 
in  years  to  come.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  accumulation  of  property  from  the 
products  of  the  farm,  I  could,  if  nec- 
essary, give  a  long  list  of  farmers  in 
Ramsey  County,  and  other  parts  of 
the  Devil's  Lake  district,  and  of  the 
State,  who  have  made  from  S3,ouo  to 
$50,000  from  that  source  in  the  last 
few  years,  commen  ing  their  work 
with  little  or  no  means  except  strong 
willing  hands  and  well-balanced  minds. 
During  the  past  season  the  crops 
throughout  the  State  gave  the  follow- 
ing results:  Wheat,  25  to  60  bushels 
per  acre;  oats,  50  to  116  bushels  per 
acre,  barley,  35  to  50  bushels,  and  flax, 
25  to  ,0  bushels.  Even  in  the  Devil's 
Lake  land  district  the  wheat  raised 
last  year,  according  to  statistics, 
amounted  to  11,000000  bushels,  which 
gave  our  farmers,  even  at  the  very 
low  price  of  40  cents  a  bushel,  over 
S4, 400,000,    from    one    kind    of   grain 


AMERICAN  CDFFiE  PLANT  *:™ZU, 


Th< 


Devil's  Lake  Inter  Ocean  gh 
f  many  cases  of  what  any  ir 


can  do,  in  the  folio 


acres  of  Ihis  farm  i 
beautiful  farm  borne 
incumbrance.     In  adi 

Morse  is  amply  suppl 


\:,TT, 


his  farm,  and  has  plenty  of 


strate  the  fact  that  others  can  succeed  1 
There  are  greater  anil  hettet  opportunities 
getting  a  home  and  succeeding  here  than  , 

Brethren  and  others  looking  for 
homes  in  a  country  of  fertility,  when 
lands  are  still  cheap,  where  school: 
and  churches  are  established  and  pos 
sessed  of  railway  facilities  and  othei 
modern  conveniences,  are  invited  to 
correspond  with 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  Street, 
Chicago,  111 
Brethren    going    to    North   DakotL 
can  join  colonies  and  churches  already 
established. 


Planting  Trees 


In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal. 


,.,  Chlongf\  111.,  Is  planning  a  Ion*; 
g  among  those  who  write  with  the 
tik  next  winter.     Special  m-range- 


RASPBERRY  PLANTS  tcu„"^t^ 


Hi.rsl.  Dallun,  (Mm 


Havcrland,  Ei 
I.  fa-so.  pet  hundred.  35  cents. 
!,  Green  Mountain  and  others, 
labels,  $3  aS.  Wisconsin  Tree 
er  peck,  60  cents.  All  home 
repaid.     Address,    Abraham 


ii'.'tlllilu]   drink.     Upon   receipt  ol 

)c  sent  by  mail,  postpaid,  together 

hen  you  order.    Address,  S.  D.  Ogg 
Losm  building,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


ndestnictl- 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 


MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA. 
Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

This  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  Terms  ol 


Low  Kental  ol  Si  per  Acre  per  Annum. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

Fine  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.    Churches  o 


On 


of  THREE  RAILROADS!    Before 

:  a  step  as  selecting  ,1  home,  in-.rsti- 
.  You  will  not  regret  it.  We  shall 
I  Excursion  Party"  to  Merced  on 
1896.  to  be  under  the  special  care  and 
.gent.  Mr.  Willet  Williams.    Forcir- 


■ 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
NotlhJMota. 

If  You  Are   Going  to  North  Dakota 

this  Spring,  You  will  be  Better 

Satisfied  if  you  Locate  in 

Wells  and   Foster 

Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 

THERE  ARE  sixteen  elevators,  and   numer- 
ous loading  platforms. 

THERE  ARE  three     rivers     whi 
these  Counties, 

THERE  ARE  numerous    small    streams 
lakes,  ,    ,  -   ,  - 

THERE  ARE  good  wells  of   drinking    w 
from  18  to  35  feet  deep,  IrcL  Inn 


THERE  ARE  good   marke 


Wheat  raised  per  acre    in 

their  settlement  in  lHHi ,  ex- 
cept In   1SS6    when    the  av 

THERE  HAS  NEVER  been'  I  failure  a\  crops 
in  Welts  and  Foster  Coun- 
ties tlnough  thi  effect  of  a 

THERE  IS  NO  NEED  of     locating    in    the 


THERE  IS  NO  PROFIT  iii  buying  lands  on 

th^h^li^n'cLi^^lIy 
asked; 
THERE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
'fie  Railroad  has  SjO.000  acres  of  land  in  Fos- 
raud  Weils  Counties,  of  which  they  have  re 
trved  three  townships  to  be  sold  exclusively 
1  the  Brethren,  and  have  agreed  to  give  land 


The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  £ 
to  $5  per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  is  given 
with  only  one-tenth  cash  each  year,  at  6  pc 
cent  interest. 

•my  of  the  Brethren  who  located  last  yea 


lands,  and  have  piled  applications  for  land  in 


offer  you  in  North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once, 
id  I  will  help  you  to  make  a  selection,  and 
assist  you  free  of  cost  in  gelling  passenger  and 
freight  rates.  Do  not  locate  until  you  have  in- 
vestigated.   Write  to 

C.  W,  Mott, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R„ 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 
I.  Phipps, 
Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

£for  alO-eent-  be 
:  CORN  CURE,  tot 
remove  Corns,  Wai 
:he  torture  of  Con 


Vfay 


■  kn  nil  you  have?  Tub  first  implication  stops, 
11  and  two  or  three  applications  remove  the 
It  la  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  its  kind 

ill  Corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  a  dime 
cents  in  stamps.  Order  at  once  and  dispose 
r  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 
t  lo-oent  box  of  Corn  Cure  and  a  26-cent 
VS    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 


Constipation. 
Live  agents  c 
Write  quick  f 


IBowe 


locality. 


m  make  from  J3.0 
r  territory  and  terms.    Address, 
E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 


■name,    30   varieties,    by   mail   or   freight.     Ask  f< 
I  sell  way  down.-below  New  York  firms. 
Address:  THEO.  HEIPLE,  Seedsman, 
Boucher,  Pa. 

Farm  for  Sale. 


.ulihsl.  Brethren's  S.  S.  So 


MAUEE  A  FINK, 


Loganspoit,  Ind, 


Brethern'i 

Plain  Clothing  I 


1 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

pies  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 


cluthii 


applicatio 


isuring  blanks,  tape  j 
for  ordering  will  be  3 
.  Our  rules  for  self-  J 
o  simple  any  one  can  1 
understand  them.  4 

We  guarantee.the  fit,  the  make  and  4 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  A 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices  j 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,         4 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  < 


MHere  Again  for  1896 
C.  C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  loo  pages  Sxto 


Bny  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

^''hlL-h    ..rll-!VL-ul;itll|. 

•  glial'..!,'. .. 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO,  Fnram-Vn'    I'  "   « 


catarrh  inhaler 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  SlEssENGE«y 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
-m ■(  e-sfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  relief. 
After  using  it  one  clay  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  but  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 
DR.  EJ.  J.  WORST, 
ratent  applied  for.  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


mm  only.  The  lands  are  specially  adapted  for 
Kittle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  large 
irops  of  wheat,  oats,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
;orn,  vegetables  and  potatoes  in  great  abundance 
ind  of  best  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  of 
;ke  close  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Du- 
uth  and  West  Superior,  are  tbo'very  best,  the 
ate  for  shipping  of  grain  being  only  7Ji  too  cents 


lie  water  or  soil.  Plenty  of  timber  for  building 
m-poses,  fences  and  fuel.  Splendid  climate.  No 
niirle  wind  or  blizzards,     It  Is  an  ideal    place  for 


jmrchasi'  of  kij  Hums  and  .•:{».{»  on  a  purchas 

For  further  information  apply    to   the  ow: 
'I100.  F,  Koch,  17(1  E  3d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
501  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Mfn 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agents. 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOP   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPELr-Phit.  i:  i7. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  Feb.  29,  1896. 


No.  9. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Fubllabea  Wceiiy,  at  S1.E0  per  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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We  have  previously  spoken  of  photographing  the 
bones  through  the  flesh.  It  is  now  announced  that 
even  the  human  voice  is  being  photographed. 
This  reminds  us  of  the  fact  that  photographing  has 
served  a  grand  purpose  in  the  Bible  Lands,  by  fix- 
ing on  paper  customs  that  have  existed  from  the 
time  of  the  Savior,  thus  enabling  us  to  verify  many 
things  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures.  Changes  are 
rapidly  taking  place  in  all  the  lands  mentioned  in 
the  Bible,  but  not  before  the  photographer  had 
done  his  work  in  giving  to  the  world  a  correct 
picture  of  the  real  condition  of  things.  In  this 
respect  the  camera  has  proved  of  immense  value  to 
the  careful  Bible  student.  In  a  few  years  every- 
thing will  be  more  or  less  modernized,  but  the 
pictures  will  go  down  to  all  future  generations  un- 
changed, thus  giving  the  people  of  coming  genera- 
tions an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  very  things  that 
we  have  been  permitted  to  behold.  However  im- 
portant this  may  seem  to  the  Bible  student,  it  is 
not  to  be  compared  to  the  pictures  of  the  mind, 
thoughts,  voice  and  even  actions  of  every  person 
preserved  by  the  Infinite  in  the  archives  of  heaven, 
awaiting  the  judgment.  A  thousand  or  more 
years  hence  each  of  us  may  be  permitted,  in  the 
Presence  of  God,  to  behold  every  act,  thought  and 
motive  of  life.  Let  us  be  impressed  by  the  con- 
sideration that  the  camera  of  heaven  will  make  no 
false  picturesl 

In  answer  to  those  who  are  making  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  kind  of  help  needed  for  the  Armeni- 
ans the  Independent  says:  To  people  that  ask  us 
about  the  kind  of  relief  that  should  be  sent  to  the 
offerers  in  Turkey,  we  can  say  that  the  only  thing 
to  be  sent  from  this  country  is  money.  To  some 
Points  in  the  interior,  which  are  the  worst  suffer- 
ers, those  in  charge  of  the  relief  work  at  Constanti- 
nople have   been    asked   not   to   send  clothing,  as 

e  robbers  are  selling  on  the  spot  the  things  that 


they  plundered,  and  at  greatly  reduced  prices.  Be- 
sides, the  Armenians  and  foreigners  in  Constanti- 
nople are  sending  in  all  the  clothing  that  can  be 
handled  with  present  facilities,  which  is  sent  as  far 
as  Cesarea  and  some  to  Erzrum;  but  not  to  more 
distant  points,  as  the  people  know  hardly  what  to 
do  with  clothing  other  than  the  coarse  homespun 
that  they  are  used  to  wear.  There  was  considera- 
ble waste  on  this  account  in  Bulgaria,  in  1878,  when 
clothing  was  sent  out  from  England.  Nothing, 
certainly,  besides  underclothing  and  army  blank- 
ets should  be  sent,  and  no  food  supplies,  as  there  is 
nothing  like  famine  yet  reported  in  the  sense  of  a 
lack  of  food  for  those  who  have  money  to  buy  it. 
It  looks  now  as  though  the  Red  Cross  workers 
would  be  received,  at  least  individually,  if  not  as 
an  organization.  The  Turks  have  yielded  to  the 
demands  of  the  embassies  and  have  promised  to 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  relief,  and  this  may 
open  the  way  for  a  larger  and  more  systematic 
work.  Except  at  Harput  and  Cesarea  the  work  so 
far  done  is  under  the  care  of  the  consuls,  the  mis- 
sionaries acting  as  agents  for  them.  At  Erzrum 
the  Government  agrees  to  furnish  the  food,  and 
the  foreign  commission  the  clothing,  bedding  and 
fuel.  

At  Constantinople  the  Armenians  are  coming 
forward  nobly  in  the  matter  of  sending  relief. 
Since  the  Turks  would  probably  seize  anything  sent 

goods  and  clothing,  goes  through  the  Bible  House. 
It  is  a  queer  turn  of  affairs  which  makes  the  Amer- 
ican Board's  mission  treasurer  the  only  channel  by 
which  the  Patriarch  can  get  money  safely  to  his 
bishops  in  the  interior.  But  then,  as  he  himself 
says:  "A  time  like  this  makes  us  all  brothers." 
One  whole  floor  in  one  of  the  Bible  House  build- 
ings is  devoted  to  the  clothing  department,  new 
and  second  hand  in  separate  rooms.  Goods  sent 
in  by  merchants  in  the  piece,  form  another  depart- 
ment, where  the  goods  are  cut  and  sent  out  to  the 
various  native  sewing  circles  in  all  parts  of  the 
city  to  be  made  up.  Volunteer  aids  do  the  pack- 
ing, and  the  registers  and  administrative  part  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  American  and  English  ladies, 
assisted  by  some  of  the  gentlemen.  The  activity 
of  the  relief  parties  will  soon  become  a  restraining 
force  in  the  interior.  It  is  almost  as  good  as  a 
regiment  of  troops  to  have  a  foreigner  in  a  Turkish 
country  district.  People  are  afraid  to  do  their 
will  in  his  presence. 

It  was  reported,  sometime  ago,  that  the  remains 
of  a  great  mastodon  was  found  imbedded  in  the 
snow  of  Northern  Russia  where  it  had  remained  in 
a  frozen  condition  for  thousands  of  years.  And 
now  comes  the  story  that  a  gigantic  rhinoceros 
has  been  discovered  in  a  frozen  state.  Its  size  in- 
dicates a  period  possibly  beyond  the  history  of 
man.  Well,  if  the  remains-of  animals  can  exist  in 
a  frozen  state  for  four  thousand  or  more  years, 
what  is  there  in  the  way  of  Noah's  ark  being  im- 
bedded in  the  snow  on  the  top  of  Mount  Ararat? 
Some  may  think  it  just  a  little  curious  that  we 
would  suggest  such  an  idea.  ■  We  are  taught  in 
Genesis,  that  after  the  flood  the  ark  rested  on 
Mount  Ararat,  and  we  now  know  that  the  top  of 
this  mountain  is  covered  with  a  great  body  of  snow, 
and  no  traveler  has  yet  been  able  to  explore  it  ful- 
ly on  account  of  the  terrible  snow-storms  even  in 
mid-summer.  One  traveler  declares  that  at  a  dis- 
tance, by  the  aid  of  his  field-glass,  he  could  see  an 
object  partly  covered  with  snow,  resembling  the  Bi- 
ble description  of  the  ark.     If  the  mountain  top  was 


covered  with  snow,  shortly  after  the  landing  of  the 
ark,  and  has  since  remained  in  a  frozen  condition, 
we  see  no  reason  why  the  great  ship  may  not  yet 
be  in  existence.  But  should  this  ark  ever  be  found 
imbedded  in  the  snows  of  Ararat,  it  will  be  inter- 
esting to  read  the  infidel's  explaining  of  how  it 
ever  got  there  without  a  flood.  We  are  digging  up 
some  remarkable  proofs  in  Bible  Lands,  and  may 
yet  find  something  on  the  top  of  the  Mount  that 
we  have  not  been  looking  for. 


habits 


about 


When  a  Congressman  or  Senator  dies  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  give  him  a  grand  funeral  at  the  expense 
of  the  Government.  The  cost  of  one  funeral  may 
run  as  high  as  $6o,ooo.  This  includes  pay  for  liq- 
uors, cigars,  hotel  bills,  car  fare,  etc.,  etc.,  for  the 
committee  appointed  to  accompany  the  dead  law- 
maker to  his  resting  place,  along  with  such  as  the 
committee  may  see  proper  to  invite.  It  helps  to 
make  the  burden  on  tax  payers  heavy,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  the  crime  against  the  common  people  to 
compel  them  to  pay  for  the  liquors  that  a  crowd 
of  penple  may  drink,  and  the  cigars  they  may 
smoke  while  attending  a  funeral.  If  men  must 
have  bad  habits  it  seems  to  us  that  s 
should  be  held  in  check  on  funeral 
But  perhaps  we  should  not  say  too  m 
sins  in  high  places  until  some  of  the  improprieties 
among  us  on  similar  occasions  are  corrected.  We 
refer  to  funerals  among  our  own  people.     There  are 

places  where  a  death  in  the  family  1 1 

casion  for  a  great  feast  wholly  at  the  expense  of 
the  bereft.  A  poor  man,  who  can  barely  make  a 
good  living  for  his  family,  loses  his  dear  wife. 
The  stroke  is  terrible.  But  in  addition  to  this,  he 
is  expected  to  go  into  debt  and  give  all  his  neigh- 
bors a  big  dinner.  This  is  turning  the  house  of 
mourning  into  a  house  of  feasting.  We  have  even 
heard  of  the  bereft  buying  cigars  and  having  them 
the  dinner  is  over.  Brethren,  we 
wrong.  We  feel  like  sharply  re- 
for  costly  funerals  at  the  expense 
nt,  but  that  is  nothing  to  be  com- 
a  poor  man  into  debt  in  order  to 
ghbors,  just   because 


distributed  afl 
believe  this  i 
buking  Congn 
of  the  Govern 
pared  to  runni 
mak 


he  is  so  1 
We   talk 


great  feast   for 

unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  side  comr. 

Dut    preaching    against  popular 
How  many  preachers  have  we  : 

ugh   to   denounce   it?    Can  we 

fingers? 


BRUMBAUGH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM   FOREKJN  TRAVEL. 

No.  33 — A  Drive  to  Hebron. 

Hebron  is  a  town  of  peculiar  interest,  as  being 
among  the  oldest  and  most  notable  in  Bible  his- 
tory. It  is  first  spoken  of  as  the  home  of  Abra- 
ham, and  many  of  the  interesting  events  of  his 
life  cluster  around  the  place.  Here  he  pitched  his 
tents  under  the  oaks  of  Mamre,  and  here  he  pur- 
chased the  cave  of  Machpelah  as  the  last  resting 
place  of  his  beloved  wife  Sarah.  Here,  also,  are 
the  bodies  of  his  son  and  son's  son, — Isaac  and 
Jacob. 

In  reading  these  Bible  stories  we  formed  our 
ideals  of  the  place,  We  saw  the  large  oaks  with 
their  out-spread  branches,  and,  underneath,  the 
green  grass  and  the  inviting  shade,  giving  cool- 
ness and  comfort  from  the  scorching  rays  of  the 
unbeclouded  sun.  Here,  under  these  God-made 
protections,  were  pitched  the  tents  that  gave  the 
only  home-life  that  these  wandering  children  ever 
knew.     After   all,   taking   in   the   surrounding    cir- 
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cumstances  and  habits  of  life,  the  picture  is  not 
a  sad  one,— neither  do  we  see  why  they  should  not 
have  had  much  of  that  which  makes  the  home-life 
so  sacred  and  dear  to  those  who  are  willing  to 
contribute  to  an  end  so  desirable. 

Well,  we  were  anxious  to  sec  the  place,  and 
gratify  a  long-wished-for  desire.  So  preparations 
were  made.  This  time  carriages  were  used,  as 
Palestine  has  a  few  good  roads  and  one  of  them 
leads  out  to  and  beyond  Hebron.  This  is  one  of 
the  best  roads  in  all  the  country,  and  as  we  took 
the  advantage  of  an  early  start,  the  first  part  of  our 
ride  was  delightful. 

Immediately  outside  of  the  city  we  have  the 
"  Plains  of  Rephaim,"  where  David  twice  met  in 
battle  array  and  vanquished  the  ever-defying 
Philistine  armies.  Four  miles  outward  we  pass 
Rachel's  Tomb.  At  six  miles  we  leave,  to  the  left, 
Hclhlehem,  referred  to  in  a  former  letter.  Next 
we  come  to  the  head  of  the  valley  of  Elah,  where, 
further  on,  David  slew  the  Giant  of  the  Philistines 
and  terrorized  the  whole  army.  After  this  we 
come  to  the  Pools  of  Solomon  on  the  left  side  of 
the  road,  and  constructed  on  an  incline  towffrds  the 
East.  They  were  constructed  by  Solomon  for 
supplying  Jerusalem  with  the  needed  water,  which 
was  conducted  thither  by  an  aqueduct.  There  are 
three  of  them,  one  below  the  other,  thus  taking 
advantage  of  the  incline.  The  first  pool  is  381  feet 
long,  228  feet  wide  and  25  feet  deep.  The  ether 
two  are  nearly  of  the  same  capacity,  so  that  a  large 
quantity  of  water  was  thus  slored  away.  The 
supply  was  partly  from  a  spring,  above  the  upper- 
most one,  and  from  surface  drainage.  The  pools 
are  now  abandoned,  but,  without  much  expense, 
could  be  repaired,  and  would  be,  were  it  not  for 
the  jealousy  and  unspeakable  meanness  of  the 
Mohammedan  powers  that  be.  Splendid  offers 
have  been  made,  by  which  they  could  have  been 
repaired  and  given  the  city  first-class  water  ad- 
vantages, but  all  these  offers  were  obstina'ely  re- 
jected, and  the  dilapidated  pools  remain. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  continue  our  ride  to 
Hebron,  but  first  visit  the  traditional  'Oak  of 
Mamre."  After  a  circuitous  walk  of  thirty  min- 
utes along  side  of  a  small  stream,  vineyards,  gar- 
dens, etc.,  we  come  to  the  notable  oak  under  which 
Abraham  of  old  pitched  his  tent,  killed  the  fatted 
calf,  entertained  angels  and  heard  the  news  of  the 
destruction  of  Sodom.  Though  this  may  not  be 
the  identical  tree,  yet  we  are  assured  that  it  is 
very  old,  and  that  as  far  back  as  the  sixteenth 
century  the  little  boys  and  girls  gathered  acorns 
beneath  its  wide-spread  branches.  How  long  be- 
fore this  it  peeped  out  from  the  acorn  that  dropped 
from  the  other  oak,  history  does  not  tell  us,  but 
from  present  appearance  its  days  will  soon  be 
numbered,  as  most  of  its  branches  have  succumbed 
to  the  storms  of  the  ages  and  only  a  few  struggling 
ones  are  left  to  tell  the  story  to  the  ever-curious 
tourists,  who  will  continue  their  visits  to  the  old 
Abrahamic  home. 

Around  the  large  and  decaying  trunk  is  built  a 
platform  on  which  our  lunch  cloth  was  spread, 
well-filled  with  the  very  best  that  our  genial  land- 
lord of  the  New  Grand  Hotel  had  to  give. 

As  we  ate  we  could  not  help  but  think  of  Sarah's 
ash  cakes,  and  well-browned  veal.  The  associa- 
tions to  us  were  exceedingly  pleasant  and  interest- 
ing. Of  course  the  occasion  was  spiced  with  the 
presence  of  the  natives,  young  and  old,  great  and 
small,  expecting  the  ever-welcome  backsheesh  and 
a  tariff  for  the  privilege  of  setting  our  feet  on 
sacred  ground.  We  are  glad  to  think  that  Father 
Abraham  owned  the  premises  and  that  his  right- 
eous soul  was  not  continually  vexed  by  native  beg- 
gars. 

After  finishing  our  lunch  and  "  distribution " 
was  made,  we  turned  our  steps  towards  the  ancient 


City  of  Hebron,  and  Machpelah,  where  repose  in 
sepulchral  silence  the  ashes  of  these  men  and 
women  of  God,  who  called  themselves  pilgrims 
and  strangers,  seeking  a  better  home, — a  better 
city. 

The  place  has  a  population  of  about  10,000, 
shows  some  signs  of  enterprise  and  is  beautifully 
surrounded.  Some  of  the  first  olive  orchards  that 
we  saw  anywhere  were  around  and  near  Hebron. 
The  grapevine,  especially,  thrives  here  and  it  is 
supposed  that  it  was  here  that  the  spies  found  the 
clusters  of  grapes,  referred  to  in  Num.  13:23,24. 
The  place  was  called  the  brook  of  Eshcol  because 
of  the  cluster  of  grapes  which  the  children  of 
Israel  cut  down  from  thence.  The  grape  season 
was  past  and  therefore  we  did  not  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  seeing  the  large  clusters,  but  we  saw  the 
vines  in  abundance  and  heard  of  the  famous  grapes 
which  they  bore. 

After  seeing  the  places  of  note  and  the  sur- 
roundings, we  again  returned  to  the  Holy  City, 
well  pleased  with  our  day's  excursion.  H.  B.  B. 


•ESSAYS. 


IN  ALL  POINTS. 


Of 


ithe 


Hale 


Seems  almost  reaching  nut  a  hand  to  us; 
We  feel  at  last  that  fellowship  is  near, 

That  some  one  else  has  thought  or  acted  thus. 
But,  on  a  sudden,  comes  a  painful  jar; 

1  hat  battler  was  not  like  us,  after  all. 
Where  most  we  need  him,  he  diverges  far. 

Who  is  there  just  our  conflict  to  forestall? 
Lo!  in  the  record  of  the  guileless  One 

A  peerless  human  sympathy  is  found. 
"  In  all  (minis  tempted  just  as  we  arc," — none 

Can  pass  beyond  his  world-embracing  bound. 
A  sacred  reticence  has  failed  to  mark 

This  sin,  or  that,  which  tempts  us  here  or  there; 
But  Christ  is  not  a  stranger  in  the  dark, 

And,  without  sin,  has  met  it  everywhere. 
However  isolated,  then,  your  case, 

It  is  not  new  unto  the  helping  Christ. 
Go  to  him  with  it,  as  though  face  to  face, 

And  in  his  all  your  need  will  be  sufficed. 

—  Charlotte  Fisk  Bates. 


•THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  33:   6. 


Number  Nine. 


light  be  made  the  righteous: 


How    MAN    REACHE 


IGHTEOUSNESS. 

Since  it  is  clearly  evident  that  no  man  can  reach 
holiness  by  his  wotks,  we  must  look  elsewhere  or 
not  stand  righteous  before  God.  It  is  not  our 
obedience  that  gives  us  holiness,  but  the  obedience 
of  Christ,  our  substitute.  So  soon  as  the  sinner  can 
plead  the  obedience  of  Jesus,  our  Lord,  he  is  recon- 
ciled before  God.  He  is  justified  in  God's  sight; 
he  is  holy;  he  is  righteous;  he  is  sanctified;  he  is 
truly  saved.  Just  so  long  as  a  man  can  keep 
Christ's  obedience  applied,  he  is  out  from  under 
condemnation. 

The  sinner  is  truly  brought  in  vital  contact  with 
Jesus  alone  by  faith.  As  Abraham  stood  justified 
by  faith  without  works,  so  the  sinner  stands  wilh- 
out  works.  "  Faith  was  reckoned  to  Abraham  for 
righteousness.  How  was  it  then  reckoned?  when 
he  was  in  circumcision,  or  in  uncircumcision?  Not 
in  circumcision,  but  in  uncircumcision.  And  he  re- 
ceived the  sign  of  circumcision,  a  seal  of  the  right- 
eousness of  the  faith  which  he  had  yet  being  un- 
circumcised:  that  he  might  be  the  father  of  all 
them  that  believe,  though  they  be  not  circumcised- 
that  righteousness  might  be  imputed  unto  them 
also:  and  the  father  of  circumcision  to  them  who 
are  not  of  the  circumcision  only,  but  who  also  walk 
in  the  steps  of  that  faith  of  our  father  Abraham, 


which  he  had  being  yet  uncircumcised."  Rom  4. 
9-12. 

Abraham  obeyed  because  he  believed,  and  not  in 
order  to  believe,  and  he  stood  righteous,  not  be- 
cause he  obeyed,  but  because  he  believed.  f0 
have  refused  obedience  would  have  demonstrated  a 
lack  of  faith,  and  Abraham  could  not  have  been 
righteous.  "  For  the  promise,  that  he  should  be 
the  heir  of  the  world,  was  not  to  Abraham,  or  to 
his  seed,  through  the  law,  but  through  the  right- 
eousness of  faith.  Therefore  it  is  of  faith,  that  it 
might  be  by  grace;  to  the  end  the  promise  might 
be  sure  to  all  the  seed;  not  to  that  only  which  is  of 
the  law,  but  to  that  also  which  is  of  the  faith  of 
Abraham."     Rom.  4:  13,  16. 

The  sinner,  then,  is  brought  into  vital  contact 
with  Jesus  by  faith.  Baptism,  as  an  ordinance,  is 
nothing  without  faith,  but  if  there  is  iaith,  it  is 
symbolical  of  the  deeper  work  of  grace  wrought 
within  the  soul.  God  purifies  men's  hearts  by 
faith,  and  their  souls,  or  lives,  by  obeying  the  truth. 
Acts  5:  9;  I  Pet.  I:  22.  Until  the  heart  is  purified 
by  faith,  doing  the  works  is  like  trying  to  force  re- 
ligion into  a  man.  It  is  at  best  only  putting  re- 
ligion on  the  outside.  There  is  no  real  and  vital 
contact  with  Jesus;  there  is  no  birth  of  the  Spirit. 
The  man  is  not  born  again,  he  is  only  baptized. 
Religion  on  the  outside  and  none  in  the  heart  is 
legalized,  religious  prostitution, — holding  to  the 
law  without  the  grace  of  the  Gospel, — having  a 
name  to  live,  and  behold  we  are  dead. 

The  man  or  the  woman  whose  religion  lies  in 
duty,  whose  salvation  is  in  works,  loses  all  the 
sweetness  of  personal  contact  with  Jesus.  They 
are  ever  on  the  cross,  but  it  is  not  the  cross  of 
Jesus.  Every  form,  ordinance  and  ceremony,  every 
duty  or  obligation  becomes  a  cross  to  such,  often 
too  heavy  to  bear.     The  man  who  has  his  religion 

form  and  not  in  the  heart  is  constantly  burdened 
with  duty.  Instead  of  free,  joyous,  glad  service,  he 
is  like  a  slave  bound  down  to  a  hard  master.  The 
man  whose  heart  is  purified  by  faith,  meets  eve-1: 
duly,  obligation,  ordinance  and  ceremony  of  the 
Word  and  of  the  church  with  glad  freedom.  Duty 
is  always  welcome,  and  labor  is  joy,  for  by  this  true 
manhood  is  grown.  The  cross,  the  daily  cross  of 
the  Christian,  lies  down  deeper  than  ordinance  and 
form.  The  battle  is  fought  and  the  victory  won 
before  form  and  ordinance  begin.  Religion  is  in 
the  heart  and  it  is  but  natural  that  it  manifest  it- 
self. The  Christian's  cross  is  down  in  the  heart, 
and  his  service  is  a  glad,  free  service,  doing  none 
the  less  of  ordinance  and  ceremony  than  the  mere 
formalist  whose  cross  is  in  duty,  whose  service  is 
bondage,  whose  liberty  is  sin,  and  whose  heaven  is 
hell.  The  man  whose  heart  is  purified  by  faith 
accepts  all  of  duty,  and  nothing  short  of  oppor- 
tunity, earnestly  sought,  will  satisfy  the  dropping 
of  a  single  "  ought  "  or  "  shall  "  of  Jesus. 

Naturally  speaking,  the  birth  of  a  man  into  the 
physical  world  is  but  a  change  of  relationship.  So 
in  the  spiritual,  the  man  is  as  much  of  a  man  one 
moment  before  birth  as  he  is  one  moment  after, 
either  in  the  physical  or  spiritual  world,  if  birth  is 
counted  only  at  the  point  of  complete  deliverance. 

It  is  by  faith  that  we  are  brought  to  the  point  of 
birth,  by  faith  that  we  are  born,  by  faith  that  we 
live,  by  faith  that  we  are  brought  into  contact  with 
Christ's  obedience,  by  faith  that  we  are  justified. 
"Therefore  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace 
with  God  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."  Rom. 
5:  1.  "For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith; 
and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is  the  gift  of  God: 
not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast."  Eph. 
2:  8,  9. 

The  child  of  God  works  because  he  has  life,  and 
not  in  order  to  get  life.  Faith  is  the  vitalizing 
power  on  the  part  of  the  individual  in  the  work  of 
the  new  birth.  "  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved"  (Mark  16:  16)  is  not  invalidated 
nor  weakened  by  one  being  brought  in  contact  with 
Jesus  by  the  power  of  faith  prior  to  baptism.  "As 
many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ 
have  put  on  Christ"  (Gal.  3:  27)  is  not  antagonistic 
with  true,  consecrated  faith,  even  prior  to  the  bap- 
tismal ordinance.     If  the  faith  is  not  true  and  the 
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dividual  consecrated  before  the  legal  part  of  the 

'"  emony  of  baptism  is  performed,  baptism  loses 

design,  and  the  individual  is  apt  to  become  a 

'ere    formalist.     The    man    who    is   brought   into 

close  touch  with  Jesus  by  the  power  of  faith  will 

ladly  go  on  unto  complete  deliverance  from  sin, 
by  the  obedience  of  faith.  It  is  by  believing  and 
not  by  works;  it  is  by  believing  and  not  by  feeling; 
jt  is  by  believing  and  not  by  seeing,  that  we  are 
saved,  sancti6ed  and  made  holy.     Obedience  is,  or 

hould  be,  a  manifestation  of  faith  and  carries  with 
it  divine  assurance. 
Bridgewater,  Va. 

[Those  who  may  not  understand  Bro.  McCann  so 
fully  in  the  above  article,  will  be  sure  to  get  the  full 
force  of  his  reasoning  next  week.— Ed.] 


:  to  hii 


idothi 


;  but  upon  what  plane 
had  ever  yet  clearly 


SOMETHINQ  ABOUT  BAPTISM. 

BY  G.  J.  FEKCKEN. 

F.  Godet,  the  great  Swiss  commentator,  who  is 
by  no  means  a  Baptist  or  trine  immersionist,  says: 


be   baptized   in   the   name 
plunge  oneself  into  water,  with  proi 


of  .  .  .  means  to 
lise  to  belong  to 
in  whose  name  the  rite  is  administered.  Bap- 
tism, therefore,  is  a  taking  hold  of  the  baptized  by 
the  person  whose  name  has  been  invoked  for  the 
performance  of  that  ordinance." 

The  difference  between  baptizing  and  "teach- 
ing" (or  discipling)  is,  that  the  latter  is  a  spiritual 
work  pertaining  to  the  production  of  faith  and  the 
engendering  of  souls;  while  the  former  enters  into 
the  domain  of  church  organization.  To  evangelize 
is  to  cast  the  net.  To  baptize  is  to  gather  the  fish 
already  caught. 

Baptism  is  a  symbolical  rite,  the  washing  of  the 
body  representing  the  purification  of  the  soul.  Je- 
sus came  to  John  "  when  all  the  people  were  bap- 
f«d,"  and  when  the  water  was  symbolically  trou- 
bled by  reason  of  their  iniquities.  The  first,  act  of 
his  ministry  was,  then,  to  identify  himself  by  thi; 
rite  to  our  sins.  While  we  think  of  John  figurative 
ly  burying  Christ  under  the  waters  of  Jordan,  w< 
remember  this  saying  of  the  apostle  Paul:  "  For  h( 
hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  .  .  .  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God."  Hence  we  see 
for  what  twofold  important  reasons  our  Savior  was 
baptized.  His  baptism  identifies  him  with  us,  sin- 
ners; our  baptism  identifies  us  with  him,  the  Right- 
eous. He,  the  Holy  One,  becomes  one  with  us. 
What  condescension!  We,  unworthy  sinners,  be- 
come one  with  him,— what  grace!  O  may  these 
truths,  taught  us  by  the  baptism  of  Christ,  become 
more  powerful  in  our  hearts! 


iophy. 
God's 
efusal 
great 


Boris  is  the  name  of  the 
Ferdinand   and    Princess    M 
was  baptized  by  aspersion,  i 
church,  his  father,  and  especially  h 
strong    members    of    that    church 
wants  the  heir  to  the  thro 


fant  child  of  Prince 

ie   of    Bulgaria.     He 

the  Roman  Catholic 

mother,  being 

But    Bulgaria 

:e  the  nation, 


a  member  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  church,  so.  to 
please  his  subjects  and  the  Tzar  who  has  not  yet 
recognized  him  as  the  sovereign  of  Bulgaria,  Ferdi- 
nand consents  to  have  his  son  become  a  member  of 
the  Greek  church.  But  shall  he  be  immersed  as  .is 
done  to  all  who  enter  within  her  pale?  No!  there 
are  exceptions  for  erowned  heads,  and  little  Boris 
will  be  received  into  the  Greek  church  only  by 
"laying-on-of-hands"!  Thus,  for  the  first  time  in 
her  existence,  the  Eastern  church  recognizes  bap- 
tism by  aspersion!  What  next? 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


Oth 
]>f  divine  acceptation,  no  c 
md  indisputably  set  forth 

Human  actions  are  put  in  motion  by  motives 
=ither  good  or  bad.  Motive  gives  birth  to  action. 
Now  where  God,  through  Christ,  has  spoken,  there 
he  acted, — for  he  could  not  speak  and  not  act;  for 
one  cannot  disassociate  the  speaking  and  the  act. 
As  well  conclude  that  the  thought  of  God  on  re- 
pentance from  sins  and  dead  works,  can  be  accept- 
ed, received,  believed  and  practiced,  by  separating 
the  thing  said  from  the  thing  to  be  done,  as  to  con- 
clude that  the  teaching  on  feet-washing  can  be  di- 
vorced from  the  act.  The  principles  in  the  Gospel 
universe  cannot  be  treated  with  a  dissecting  knife 
as  the  anatomists  treat  the  lifeless  body  of  man. 

One  cannot  love  by  hating.  One  cannot  obey  by 
disobeying.     One  cannot  do  by  not  doing. 

The  thoughts  of  God  are  clothed  in  the  "  words  of 
God,"  and  the  "  words  of  God  "  set  the  humble  soul 
in  motion,  and  that  motion  is  as  Jesus'  motion. 
There  is  no  escape  from  this  in  divine  phile 
There  is  no  separating  God's  words  and 
acts.  There  is  no  benefit,  where  there  is  a 
to  come  in  touch  with  the  effect  of  the  on 
cause.  Feet  washing,  by  the  disciples  of  J 
as  unavoidable  as  preaching  and  praying.  It  is  the 
effect  of  love  for  Jesus,— it  is  action  out  of  a  "  new 
heart,"  and  cannot  be  otherwise  than  a  heavenly 
grace.     Jesus  was  a  foot-washer. 

The  "  inner  man  "  or  the  clean  heart,  cannot  live 
by  disunion.  It  cannot  live  by  separating  truth  in 
theory  from  truth  in  practice. 

The  priests  and  prophets  of  theory-alone,  do  not 
recognize  the  existence  of  acts  flowing  out  of  mo- 
tives founded  upon  the  whole  truth  of  God.  Their 
eyes  are  shut  up  against  the  very  elements  of  Di- 
vine Truth  by  the  divinations  of  the  Midianites, 
and  the  rich  rewards  of  worldly-minded  Balaks, 
who  still  offer  themselves  to  ignore  great  truths, 
and  would  curse  Israel  if  permitted.  Some  of  their 
miserable  donkeys  have  decided  to  be  donkeys  no 
longer.  They  saw  the  angel  of  the  Lord  standing 
in  the  way,  and  turned  about.  Balaam's  foot  of 
unbelief  will  some  day  be  crushed  against  the  wall 
of  truth,  and  then  look  out  for  a  paroxysm  of  anger. 
If  he  will  not  see  the  angel,  he  may  see  myriads  of 
shooting  stars,  and  learn  what  it  is  to  cut  in  twain 
theory  and  practice  in  Christian  religion. 

Being  is  the  good  husband  and  doing  the  good 
wife,  and  obedience  the  perfect  child.  No  wonder 
the  world  is  full  of  deformed  spiritual  children, 
when  being  and  doing  refuse  to  marry. 

When  all  Christians  learn  the  strength  of  love,  as 
it  is  in  Christ,  obedience  will  be  honored  more  in 
the  observance  than  in  the  breach. 

And  when  each  soul,  made  new  in  Christ,  shall 
live  in  its  own  house  on  God's  conditions,  instead  of 
becoming  a  creature  of  circumstances,  a  great  point 
in  love  and  obedience  will  be  gained;  for  it  is  one 
thing  to  be  fashioned  by  the  Lord  and  quite  anoth- 
er thing  to  be  fashioned  by  circumstances. 

One  believes  in  the  principles  of  kindness  and  his 
belief  carries  him  into  the  act  of  kindness.  To  be- 
lieve in  the  ground  of  honesty  will  transport  the 
believer  into  the  act  of  honesty.  I  might  see  how 
faith  and  works  can  be  separated,  but  I 
understand  them  unless  united.  Cause 
as  the  power  to  propel  it,  must  terminal 
feet  that  will  be  understood. 


govern  the  church  in  love  and  in  harmony  with 
those  rules.  The  church  is  then  scripturally  bound 
to  respect  those  who  rule  well.     Heb.  13:  17. 

Again,  it  is  highly  necessary  for  elders  to  un- 
derstand the  principles  of  our  church  government, 
and  the  rules  by  which  Gospel  principles  are  to 
be  maintained.  I  once  heard  an  elder  say,  in  the 
presence  of  several  others,  that  he  never  knew  the 
sisters  were  required  to  wear  the  prayer-covering, 
excepting  on  Communion  occasions.  What  can 
we  expect  of  a  congregation  where  elders  know  so 
little?     The 
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CANNOT  SEPARATE  THEM. 

BY  M.  M.  ESHELMAN. 

While  on  Santa  Catalina  Island,  in  July,  1895,  I 
was  questioned  concerning  feet-washing  amongst 
our  people,  and  replied  that  those  who  practiced 
this  could  not  disassociate  theory  and  practice,— 
could  not  separate  love  to  and  for  God  from  obe- 


ith  lo 


WORK  OF  ELDER5. 


BY  ENOCH  EBY. 


No  class  of  members  in  the  church  have  so  much 
important  work  to  perform  as  ordained  elders,  and 
observation  teaches  that  no  class  is  less  informed, 
or  at  least,  more  indifferent  about  their  work, 
considering  its  magnitude.  I  write  not  to  censure, 
or  simply  to  criticise,  but  to  urge  improvement  on 
this  line,  as  well  as  in  love  and  good  works. 

No  one  will  question  the  necessity  of  good 
church  government,  and  no  one  of  intelligence  will 
say  we  can  have  that  without  rules  embodying 
Gospel    principles.    Then    the   elder's  duty  is  to 


Gospel    says   that   the  woman  should 
id  covered  when  she  prays  or  prophe- 
ister   prays   only   at   the    Communion 
may  well  ask,  Will  it  avail  anything 
even  then?     Is  it  any  wonder  the  sacred  prayer- 
covering  is   falling  into  disuse  in  so  many  places? 
Our  people  need  more  earnest  and  careful  teaching 
on  this  subject. 

Again,  the  Gospel  plainly  forbids  superfluities, — 
"  not  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  former 
lusts  in  your  ignorance,"  1  Pet.  I:  14,  "Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world,"  Rom.  12:  2,  "  Let  it  not 
be  that  outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair  and 
wearing  of  gold,  and  putting  on  of  apparel,"  etc., 
I  Pet.  3:  3,  yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  (and  many 
more)  Scriptures,  we  learn  of  ciders  teaching  the 
popular  false  doctrine,  that  it  matters  not  what 
we  wear,  just  so  the  heart  is  right.  Here  Jeremiah 
says:  "And  my  people  love  to  have  it  so."  Jer. 
5:31.  A  fashionable  church  is  the  fruit  of  such 
teaching  and  ruling.  This  is  lamentably  manifest 
in  many  places.  The  sooner  the  eldership  is  taken 
from  such  unfaithful  persons  the  better  it  will  be 
for  them  and  the  church.  "Though  you  have  ten 
thousand  instructors  in  Christ,  yet  have  ye  not 
many  fathers."  1  Cor.  4:  15.  Possibly  we  may 
have  some  who  are  more  for  policy  than  principle. 

It  follows,  then,  that  great  care  should  be  taken 
in  ordinations.  Ordain  a  brother,  and  give  him 
charge  of  a  church  when 
preaching  and  getting  s 
and  you  will  likely  have 
quite  a  different  work  to 
time  some  ruled  that  pre 
ably  not  at  all.     I  Tim.  5:  17. 

Another  sad  fact  noticeable,  is  the  lack  of  knowl- 
edge and  prudence,  in  performing  the  work  of 
ordination.  First,  the  Gospel  provides  for  elders 
in  every  church,  and  clearly  points  out  their  qual- 
ifications, but  docs  not  clearly  define  the  way  it 
should  be  done.  The  Spirit  left  that,  with  many 
other  things,  to  the  wisdom  of  the  church;  hence 
the  church  has  a  good,  well-guarded  rule,  so  there 
need  be  no  mistake.  See  Minutes  of  1890,  Art.  16. 
That  places  the  authority  for  ordination  largely  in 
the  hands  of  the  elders  of  the  District,  though  the 
request  for  an  ordination  may  not  originate  with 
them.  Some  newly-organized  churches  may  need 
a  little  information  along  this  line. 

"Then  self-interest,  caused  by  blood  relation,  may 
sometimes  be  in  the  way  of  churches,  but  the 
wide-awake  elders  in  the  District,  unbiased  by  any 
local  influence,  and  who  know  the  qualifications 
of  all  the  ministers  in  the  District,  as  well  as  the 
needs  and  wants  of  the  local  churches,  are  well 
qualified  to  advise  whether  an  ordinati 
and  also  who  may  or  may  not  be  ord; 
committee  sent  to  effect  the  ordination 
ever,  not  fail  to  consult  the  church  as 
there  are  any  Gospel  objections  to  the  proposed 
ordination.  If  the^e  are  none,  the  ordination  may 
be  performed.  And  yet  the  elders  may,  in  some 
cases,  instruct  those  sent,  to  leave  it  to  the  church, 
who  should  be  ordained  where  there  may  be  a 
number  about  equal  in  qualifications  ai 
such  cases  are  exceptions  and  not  the  r 
This  article  was  suggested  by  an 
Gospel  Messenger,  page  728,  last  voli 
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stand,  and  more  uniformly 
of  our  church  government, 
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as   dictated    by    our    General    Conference,    would 

greatly  improve  their  work  in  the  church  for  good. 

Such  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  elders  on  the 
decisions  of  Annual  Meeting  greatly  weakens  their 
power  to  rule  well.  1  know  elders  who  take  the 
position  that  Art.  I,  of  1894,  must  be  applied  to 
depose  an  official  from  office  for  immoral  conduct, 
whereas  the  query  referred  to  only  contemplates 
such  who  are  not,  and  cannot  be  made  useful  in 
their  office;  no  matter  how  good  their  moral  stand- 
ing is.  The  s:me  diversity  of  opinion  obtains  in 
reference  to  the  query  on  ordination. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  a  query  to  District  Meet- 
ing that  would  result  in  adopting  measures  to 
unify  the  sentiment  and  work  of  the  elders,  would 
be  a  good  tiling  if  it  did  require  a  meeting  of  the 
elders  so  the  end  may  be-  reached. 

Booth,  Katis. 

which  is  IT? 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

A  few  days  ago  we  listen*  d  to  a  warm  private 
discussion  on  the  question  of  keeping  God's  com- 
mandments. One  party  contended  that  God's  peo- 
ple would  keep  God's  commandments.  The  other 
party  as  strongly  affirmed  that  no  man  could  keep 
all  the  commands  of  God.  We  finally  remarked 
that  it  was  one  thing  to  say  that  no  one  can  keep 
all  the  commands  of  God,  but  quite  anqthcr  thin: 
to  say  that  no  one  dors  keep  all  the  commands  0 
God.  To  assert  the  first  we  blame  God.  To  as 
sert  the  second  we  blame  man.  Who  is  to  blame 
Certainly  not  God.  Man  con  if  he  but  will 
"Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoeve: 
I  have  commanded  you."  Matt.  28:  20.  Did  God,  f 
to  taunt  his  people?  Dare  we,  for  a 
ive  that  the  God  of  the  Bible  would 
in  to  do  something  that  he  could  not 
1  punish  him  for  not  doing  it?  Would 
such  a  course  of  procedure  be  just?  No;  verily  no. 
"Which  is  it"  then?  Can  we  ke.  p  God's  com- 
mands, or  can  we  n  I  keep  them?  It  is  the  former. 
We  con.  If  the  following  is  true,  then  man  is  a 
mere  machine,  and  God  one  of  the  most  unjust  of 
all  beings:  "  God  foresaw  that  man  could  never  walk 
up  to  a  p'  rfect  \tandard" 

Compare  the  above  with  the  following:  God  fore- 
saw that  man  would  not  walk  up  to  a  perfect 
standard.  What  a  difference!  God  gave  his  law 
to  Adam  and  Eve,  not  as  a  tyrant,  but  as  a  God 
of  love.  Nowhere  do  we  read,  because  ye  could  not 
do  so  and  so,  therefore  depart  from  me.  No,  no; 
but  because  ye  would  not.  It  is  simply  folly  to 
say  that  Adam  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  tree 
of  life  before  he  fell.  God  said,  "Thou  mayest 
freely  eat."  Yea,  the  Bible  makes  it  still  stronger. 
"The  Lord  God  commanded  the  man."  Gen.  2: 
.6.  Does  any  one  suppose  that  Adam  could  not 
partake  of  the  Tree  of  Life  when  God  had  said, 
"Thou  mayest  freely,"  but  that  he  could  partake 
"of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil," 
when  God  had  said,  "Thou  shalt  not"?  True, 
after  Adam  fell  he  could  no  more- partake  of  the 
Tree  of  Life,  nor  could  he,  in  any  wise,  redeem 
himself,  and  God  nowhere  commanded  him  to  save 
or  redeem  himself.  God  is  too  wise,  good  and 
just  to  demand  anything  of  man  that  he  could  not 
do.  Hence  God  redeemed  man  by  giving  his  Son 
as  a  substitute.  Now  he  offers  life  as  a  free  gift, 
and  man  can  only  accept  it  by  faith.  But  man's 
free  will  is  no  less  necessary  now  to  accept  life  by 
faith  in  Christ,  than  it  was  necessary  for  Adam  to 
eat,  or  obey,  and  live.  In  either  case  he  could  if  he 
would. 

When  man  is  once  redeemed,  he  is  created  in 
Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  "  for  we  are  his 
workmanship,  created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good 
works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
should  walk  in  them."     Eph.  2:  10. 

True,  in  the  hour  of  trial  God's  people  may  come 
short  of  doing  all  their  Christian  duties,  hence  the 
continual  need  of  "works  of  faith,"  as  well  as  th. 


"  Remembering  without  ceasing  your  work  of  faith, 
and  labor  of  love."  I  Thess.  I:  3.  "We  love 
him  because  he  first  loved  us."  A  great  part  of 
the  Christian  service  is  composed  of  "labors  of 
love."  These  labors  he  performs,  not  to  redeem 
himself,  but  because  he  is  redeemed.  These  things 
are  done  not  to  merit  salvation,  but  out  of  love, 
because  he  received  salvation  as  a  free  gift.  Ques- 
tion: "Who,  then,  can  be  saved?"  Answer: 
"  Whosoever  will" 

We  quote  Clarke  on  Deut.  5:29:  "O  that  there 
were  such  a  heart  in  them,  that  they  would  fear 
me,  and  keep  all  my  commandments  always,  that 
it  might  be  well  with  them,  and  with  their  children 
forever."  "  If  they  had  not  been  such  perfectly 
free  agents  as  could  either  use  or  abuse  their  lib- 
erty, could  God  have  made  the  complaint  or  ex- 
pressed the  earnest  desire  we  find  in  this  verse? 
He  made  the  human  will  free,  and 
the  influence  of  sin  and  Satan,  he 
liberty.  Had  man  no  free  will,  he 
be  punished  nor  rewarded,  because  hi 
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ing  quality, 
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by    God.     Hence   we    have   the    following:    "  How 
often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together, 
even  as  a  hen   gathereth   her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not!  "     Matt.  23:  37.     Not  one 
word  is  said   about  ye  could  not.     Hence,  because 
they  ,ould  but  would  not,  their  responsibility  and 
accountability  weie  immeasurably  great. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES  AND  THE  CHURCH. 

BY  A    W.  VANIMAN. 

Recently   I   heard   a  man  remark  that  he  had, 

for   a   great    many   years,   watched    the_   effect    of 

secret  societies  on  the  individual,  as  pertains  to  the 

He  said  that  in   his   opinion    ninety   per 

Tien  who  joined  the  Masons  or  Odd  Fellows 

joining   a   church    would    never    join    any 

although  many  joined   the  lodge  after  be- 


and  I  should  die,  my-family  would  be  pennile  » 
It  is  almost  useless  to  advise  him  to  drop  tW 
when  you  have  nothing  which  to  him  looks  feasi' 
ble  to   offer   in    its    place.     He  turns  to  the 
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of  his  own  house,  hi 

worse  than  an  infidel" 

e  considers  this  a  positive  command 

tious  in  the  course  he  is  pursuing     ' 

tion  of  our  church  is  right  on  the  secret 


on   war 


society   question    as    it    has    always   be 
slavery  and  temperance,  and  I  trust  she  will  nevei 
deviate  from  it  as  some  other  churches  have,  but 
:he  protection  feature  is  one  which  demands  careful 
ind  serious  attention. 
Topeka,  /Cans. 


ARE  WE  OPPOSED  TO  IT? 

BY  JOHN  0.  STREETER. 
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me,  and  I  have  no  way  of  det 

ness  of  his  estimate,  but  it  made  me  think  some- 
what along  the  line.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  certainly 
a  strong  point  against  the  secret  societies,  and 
shows  how  much  power  the  lodge  has  over  those 
who  enter  it.  I  heard  another  man  say  that  his 
son  had  not  been  to  prayer  meeting  for  over  two 
years,  because  his  lodge  met  the  same  night  as 
prayer  meeting.  Although  a  professing  Christian, 
his  lodge  had  more  power  to  hold  him  than  the 
church. 

When  talking  with  Masons,  I  have  never  had  one 
admit  the  true  facts  about  the  terrible  oath  they 
take.     However,    I    was   present    where    two    men 
were    talking    about    a   certain    secret    society    to 
which  both  belonged.    One  man  objected  to  their 
oath  or  obligation   and   said   he   did   not   like    it. 
The   other,   who   is   also   a  Mason,   said,  "If  you 
think  this   is   hard  you   had  better   not  join    the 
Masons,   for  that   is  terrible  in  comparison."     He 
thinkingly,   admitted  what   they  so   care- 
tting.     In  city  work  we  come  face 
to   face  with   this   monster   evil.     At   the    present 
time   the   country   is   swept   with   secret   societies, 
having  for  their  principal  object  mutual  protection 
in  case  of  death.     By  paying  certain  assessments 
the  member's  family  receives  S500.00  to  $3,000  00 
.se  of  his  death.    People  in  cities  are  educated 
is  a  wise  thing  to   do,  and, 
icapness  of  it,  it  is  very  pop- 
lo  most  persons  who  have  studied  the  sub- 
ject carefully,  the  idea  of  providing  for  one's  fam- 
iy  so  that  they  may  not  become  objects  of  charity 
n   case  of  his    death,  is  a  commendable  one,    but 
vhen   connected   with  a  secret  society  it  becomes 
dtogether  a  different  matter,  and  it 
>f  a  good  deal  of 
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against  tobacco  on  our  Minutes  (in  the  form 
of  admonitions),  but  when  it  comes  to  prohibiting 
the  use  of  it,  I  find  nothing  but  what  can  be  put 
aside  by  the  lovers  of  tobacco.  Not  only  lay- 
members,  but  church  officers,  are  allowed  to  use 
it,  if  they  will  say  that  they  are  using  it  for  their 
health  (and  they  do  not  need  to  say  for  what 
disease  they  use  it).  Now  the  strange  part  of  it 
is  that  there  is  not  a  medical  institute  in  the 
United  States  that  will  prescribe  tobacco.  Do  we 
claim  to  be  in  advance  of  medical  science,  or  are 
we  sanctioning  something  that  is  not  true?  The 
condition  now  is  that  if  an  officer  is  weak  enough 
spiritually  and  loves  tobacco  well  enough,  he  can 
use  it  if  he  loves  it  well  enough  to  say  that  he 
uses  it  for  his  health.  And  what  is  to  be  done 
about  it?  He  remains  an  officer  in  the  church, 
as  an  example  to  your  children  and  mine.  He  is 
sent  to  admonish  those  in  the  church  that  are 
making  th.-ir  path  a  little  too  wide.  He  is  looked 
upon  by  our  children  as  a  model  Christian,  because 
we  have  placed  him  in  a  position  which  requires 
a  model  Christian  to  fill.     ( 1  Tim.  3.) 

There  are  not  enough  decisions  on  our  Minutes 
yet,  to  stop  an  officer  from  using  tobacco.  I  have 
seen  it  tried.  Are  we  against  the  use  of  tobacco? 
Not  as  much  as  we  should  be.  Our  church  officers 
can  use  tobacco  when  they  certify  that  it  is  for 
medical  purposes.  What  do  those  outside  of 
Christ  think?  When  we,  as  followers  of  Christ, 
say,  "  We  are  against  tobacco,"  and  our  church 
officers  still  continue  to  use  it,  when  even  worldly 
corporations  take  a  stand  against  tobacco,  it  is 
time  the  followers  of  Christ  were  doing  something 
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CONVERSION. 

BY  DAVID  E.  CRIPE. 
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lv  pulverized,  it  is  dampened  and  thoroughly 
worked  or  kneaded,  so  that  the  particles  are  all 
mixed  up  and  change  places.  Then  it  becomes 
pliable  in  the  hands  of  the  potter,  and  he  can  make 
0[  it  whatever  he  will.  He  can  fashion  it  into  a 
neat  and  beautiful  vessel  that  will  be  both  useful 
and  ornamental.  The  clay  has  now  been  shaped 
into  a  vessel,  but  is  still  only  clay.  It  must  next 
be  heated  in  a  furnace  to  give  it  firmness  and  so- 
lidity. If 't  was  made  of  pure  clay,  it  will  come 
out  of  the  furnace  a  finished  vessel,  but  if  there  re- 
mained impurities  in  the  clay,  such  as  pebbles  or 
foreign  matter,  the  heat  will  serve  to  crack  or 
break  it,  and  it  comes  out  worthless. 

This  beautifully  illustrates  the  nature  of  the  sin- 
ner's conversion.  As  a  sinner  he  is  as  worthless 
to  God  and  his  church  as  a  dry  lump  of  clay.  The 
heavenly  call  draws  him  toward  his  Maker.  The 
working  of  the  Word  of  the  Spirit  breaks  him  up, 
crushes  him,  until  all  his  aims  and  plans  and  de- 
lights are  gone,  and  he  lies  pure,  and  weak,  and 
helpless,  before  his  God.  Then,  all  yielding  and 
submissive,  he  is  shaped,  by  the  working  of  the 
Spirit,  into  a  new  creature,  a  vessel  of  honor. 
Then,  like  the  potter's  vessel,  he  must  be  sub- 
jected to  the  furnace  of  trial  and  affliction,  not 
alone  that  his  sincerity  and  purity  may  be  tested, 
but  that  he  may  receive  firmness  and  stability,  that 
will  make  him  a  vessel  fit  for  the  Master's  use. 

In  the  conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus  we  have  the 
most  sudden,  great  and  complete  conversion  that 
the  earth  has  witnessed.  Here  was  a  strong,  bold, 
cruel,  self-righteous  man,  zealously  persecuting  the 
church  and  firm  in  the  belief  that  he  was  doing 
God  service.  At  the  moment  of  his  triumphant 
approach  to  Damascus,  where  he  could  persecute 
the  disciples  of  Jesus  to  his  heart's  desire,  sudden- 
ly that  light  from  heaven  shone  around  him  so 
brightly,  that  it  smote  him  to  the  earth.  The 
light  and  the  voice  he  heard  were  so  convincing 
and  convicting  that  all  his  aims  and  purposes,  his 
delights,  even  his  very  self  were  shattered,  and 
fivnfr  the  dust  of  the  earth  he  cried,  "  Lord,  what 
wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?" 

The  proud  and  haughty  leader  who  had  been 
breathing  out  threatening  and  slaughter  against 
the  followers  of  Jesus  was  now  so  humble  and 
crushed  that  he  meekly  consented  to  be  led  into 
the  city.  There  he -sat  in  darkness,  fasting  and 
praying,  day  after  day.  until  God's  messenger 
came  and  laid  his  hands  upon  Saul,  saying,  "  Why 
tarriest  thou?  Arise  and  be  baptized,  and  wash 
away  thy  sins."  There  fell  from  his  eyes  as  it  were 
scales,  and  he  again  received  his  sight.  With 
these  scales  fell  off  his  ignorance,  his  prejudice  and 
self-righteousness.  Without  hesitation  he  com- 
plied with  the  message  that  God  had  sent  him,  and 


If,  by  prayer  and   fast- 


completely  as  it  did  Saul 
ing,  he  entirely  yields 
God,  his  mind  is  renewed,  changed  or  made  new, 
and  different  from  what  it  had  been,  and  that 
which  he  loved,  he  now  loves  no  more.  The 
places  of  amusement  he  once  delighted  in  have 
no  charm  for  him  now;  the  society  he  loved  he 
seeks  no  longer.  His  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  company  of  the  disciples  of 
Jesus.  He  will  now  gladly  do  whatever  the  Lord 
has  for  him  to  do,  and  offers  on  the  altar  of  his 
service  his  body,  mind  and  spirit.  He  makes  no 
reservation,  for  he  feels  that  he  is  no  longer 
his  own,  but  has  been  bought  with  a  price. 
All  that  he  has,  all  that  'he  is,  all  that  he  hopes  to 
be,  he  lays  at  his  Master's  feet.  He  finds  purer, 
richer  enjoyment  in  the  service  of  God  than  he 
ever  knew  in  seeking  the  pleasures  of  the  world. 

Have  we  experienced  all  this,— we  who  have 
turned  away  from  the  world  to  walk  with  God? 
Do  we  find  more  happiness  in  being  about  our  Fa- 
ther's business  than  we  knew  while  living  in  sin? 
If  we  do  not,  we  have  not  yet  attained  unto  that 
sphere  of  peace  and  trust  and  joy  which  is  the 
Christian's  heritage;  we  have  not  yet  realized  what 
it  is  to  be  a  joint  heir  with  Christ.  We  have  not 
yet  put  on  that  wedding  garment,  the  white  robe 
which  is  the  righteousness  of  saints,  and  are  not 
yet  ready  to  enjoy  the  society  of  heaven. 
Burdick,  Ky. 
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secute  the  faithful  followers 
come  with  him  from  Jerusalem,  neith. 
make  any  use  of  the  once  highly 
authority  from  the  chief  priests.  Instead  of  this 
he  went  into  the  synagogue  and  boldly  declared 
that  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  His  conversation  was 
changed.  Before  he  was  breathing  threatenings 
and  slaughter.  Now  his  conversation  was  about 
Jesus  and  the  prophecies.  He  sought  different 
company  now.  He  no  longer  associated  with 
priests  and  soldiers;  the  lonely  and  despised  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  were  now  his  companions. 

This  change  or  conversion  cost  Saul  many  a  sac 
rifice.  He  was  cast  out  of  the  synagogue,  I 
feited  his  place  in  the  Sanhedrin,  he  lost  th 
ety  of  the  learned  and  the  great.  Honor, 
friends,  all  were  gone,  and  he  became  a  fugitive 
and  an  outcast.  What  did  he  gain?  He  gained 
life  of  poverty,  hardship  and  danger;  he  gained 
chains  and  stripes  and  prisons.  He  g; 
than  this.  He  gained  many  souls  for  Christ;  he 
gained  that  peace  that  passeth  understanding.  He 
gained  a  crown  of  everlasting  life,  and  the  friend- 
ship of  the  living  God. 

The  sinner  who  would  come  to  God  can  learn  an 
important  lesson  from  the  conversion  of  Saul  of 
Tarsus.  When  the  light  of  the  Gospel  fully  enters 
his  heart,  it  will  arrest  him  in  his  sinful  course  as 
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motives  the  very  lowest.  This  lawyer  had  better 
not  asked  the  question  than  to  have  asked  with 
such  a  motive.  And  to  study  the  Bible  merely 
in  order  to  display  our  knowledge  or  to  down  our 
neighbor  in  argument,  is  perhaps  worse  than  to 
not  study  it  at  all.  Or  to  give  to  the  poor  in 
order  to  display  our  charity  or  our  wealth  is  worse 
than  to  not  give  at  all. 

2.  Its  importance,  "  What  shall  I  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life?"  No  more  important  question  could 
be  asked.  It  involves  our  welfare  throughout  all 
eternity.  If  seriously,  it  ought  to  be  asked  much 
more  frequently.  Men  deliberate  and  question 
about  their  food  and  raiment,  their  stock  and 
farms,  their  plowing  and  planting,  their  buying 
and  selling,  as  if  these  were  the  greatest  concerns 
of  human  existence.  But  this  greatest  of  all  ques- 
tions, "  What  shall  I  do  to  inherit  eternal  life?"— 
how  much  time  and  money  and  energy  and  study 
do  we  spend  upon  its  solution? 

[I.   A   CHEAT   ANSWER; 

"  What  is  written  in  the  law?  how  readest  thou?  " 
When  it  comes  to  settling  a  question  that  involves 
our  salvation,  there  ought  not  to  be  much  room 
left  for  human  opinions  and  preferences.  We 
ought  to  be  satisfied  to  accept  what  we  know  is 
safe, — "what  is  written  in  the  law."  II  we  would 
answer  this  great  question  for  our  fellow-men,  let 
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full  and  satisfactory  explanation.  We  have  known 
some  strong,  heroic  men  whose  ill  fortune  it  was  to 
be  subjected  to  this  ordeal,  and  we  have  always 
sympathized  with  them  most  profoundly.  The 
danger  is  that,  sooner  or  later,  they  will  become 
morose,  cynical,  and  bitter.  Nothing  can  prevent 
this  catastrophe  except  an  abiding  faith  in  the 
love  of  God.  As  long  as  we.  can  look  with  clear 
and  steady  vision  into  the  shining  of  his  face,  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  maintain  a  sweet  and  gentle  dis- 
position, no  matter  how  difficult  our  circumstances 
may  be." 
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TRUE  LOVE  TO  ONE'S  NEIOHBOR.- 

(Lessonfor  March  8,  l8<, 


Time. — This  is  uncertain,  but  probably  it  wa 
November,  A.  D.  29. 

Place.  -  Perea,  the  country  lying  east  of  the  river 
Jordan. 

Persons. — Jesus,  the  lawyer,  the  wayfarer,  the 
thieves,  the  priest,  the  Levite  and  the  Samaritan. 

Introductory. — Six  days  after  Peter's  confes 
sion,  of  which  we  studied  in  last  lesson,  Jesus  was 
transfigured  on  Mount  Hermon  near  Caesarea 
Philippi.  From  there  he  returned  to  Capernaum, 
and  from  there  he  went  to  Bethany  and  Jerusalem, 
where  he  attended  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  in 
October,  A.  D.  29.  Then  again  he  traveled  north- 
ward through  Samaria,  made  his  last  visit  to  Gali- 
lee, and  turned  again  into  Perca.  It  was  probably 
during  this  journey  through  Perea  that  he  sent 
forth  his  seventy  disciples,  two  and  two,  into  every 
city  and  place  whither  he  himself  should  come; 
and  here,  too,  probably,  he  held  the  conversation 
with  the  lawyer,  as  recorded  in  to-day's  lesson. 

I.    A   GREAT   QUESTION. 

I.  Its  motive.  "A  certain  lawyer  stood  up,  and 
tempted  him."  He  wanted  to  put  the  Master  to 
the  test  by  proposing  what  he  considered  a  hard 
question.  He  thought  he  would  prove  his  own 
smartness  by  puzzling  the  great  Teacher.  How 
sad  that  a  man  should  have  a  motive  so  low  as 
this  in  asking  a  question  so  important  as  this. 
This  suggests  that  those  deeds  that  appear  out- 
wardly   to    be    the    greatest    may    proceed    from 
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law,"  and  to  that  let  us  always  point  them. 

III.    A    GREAT   ILLUSTRATION. 

In  order  to  illustrate  and  apply  the  great  law 
of  love,  Jesus  narrates  the  story  of  the  good  Samar- 
itan. 

1.   The  lack  of  love.     "A  certain  priest  ....  and 

likewise   a    Levite came    and    looked    on 

him,  and  passed  by  on  the  other  side."  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  both  these  men  whose  conduct 
betrayed  such  a  serious  lack  of  love,  were  of  high 
rank  in  the  Jewish  church.  They  had  been  down 
to  Jerusalem,  apparently  diligent  in  attendance 
upon  the  ceremonies  in  the  temple;  indeed  they 
were  so  busy  they  had  no  time  to  spend  in  ful- 
filling the  law  of  love  on  wayside  sufferers.  Too 
closely  engaged  in  church  business  to  properly  serve  the 
Lord!  What  a  situation!  And  yet  it  is  possible 
to  rhake  the  same  mistake  to-day.  A  poor  family 
lives  across  the  alley  from  you,  and  the  mother 
is  sick  and  really  in  need  of  help  and  comfort. 
To-morrow  a  love  feast  is  to  be  held  a  few  miles 
away,  and  you  would  so  much  enjoy  going.  You 
would  meet  nuny  friends,  hear  good  preaching  and 
enjoy  the  services.  Which  will  you  do,  sister,  at- 
tend the  feast,  or  deny  yourself  of  this  pleasure 
to  minister  to  the  necessities  of  this  poor  mother? 
If  you  can't  do  both,  you  must  decide  in  favor 
of  that  to  which  duty  moit  plainly  points,  and 
that  which  is  most  self-denying  and  Christ-like. 
The  preacher  should  enjoy  his  work,  but  he  sh  luld 
not  like  preaching  so  well  that  he  will  do  that 
to  the  neglect  of  more  important  duties.  Serving 
the  church  is  not  necessaril.  serving  the  Lord 
most  acceptably.     It  is  an  awful  thing  to  allow  our 
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2.  Z«K  exemplified.  "A  certain  Samaritan  .... 
had  compassion."  "  Go  and  do  thou  likewise." 
Samaritans  were  looked  upon  by  the  Jews  as  dogs 
and  outcasts.  They  were  entirely  too  mean  for 
Jews  to  associate  with,  but  this  one  has  set  an  ex- 
ample to  be  followed  by  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Of  his  conduct  Jesus  himself  said,  "  Go,  and  do 
thou  likewise."  O  brother,  son,  daughter,  have 
you  been  a  great  sinner?  Or  are  you  poor  and 
lowly  and  despised?  It  may  be,  but  if  you  can 
love,— love  Christ  and  your  fellow  men,— you  can 
be  a  Christian.  If  you  can  show  compassion  to 
the  unfortunate  you  can  set  an  example  that  kings 
and  emperors  should  follow.  Your  neighbors  are 
everywhere.  The  unfortunate  of  every  place, 
nation,  color  and  condition  deserve  and  demand 
your  compassionate  and  merciful  ministrations. 
Go  thou,  and  do  them  good.  James  M.  Nbff. 
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THE  CALF  PATH. 


One  (lay  through  the  primeval  wood 

A  calf  walked  home  as  good  calves  should. 

lint  made  a  trail  all  bent  askew, 


And  still  he  left  behind  his  trail, 
And  thereby  hangs  my  mortal  tale 


The 


til  w.is  take 


upr 


]>y  a  lone  dog  that  passed  that  way; 

And  then  a  wise  bell-wether  sheep 

Pursued  the  trail  o'er  vale  and  steep. 

And  drew  the  flock  behind  him,  too, 

As  good  bell-wethers  always  do. 

And  from  that  day,  o'er  hill  and  glade, 

Through  those  old  woods  a  path  was  made. 

And  many  men  wound  in  and  out, 

And  dodged  and  turned  and  bent  about, 

And  uttered  words  of  righteous  wrath, 

Because  'twas  such  a  crooked  path; 

But  still  they  followed,— do  not  laugh,— 

The  first  migrations  of  that  calf; 

And  through  this  winding  wood-way  stalked, 

Because  he  wabbled  when  he  walked. 

This  forest  path*  became  a  lane, 

That  bent  and  turned  and  turned  again; 

This  crooked  lane  became  a  road, 

Where  many  a  poor  horse  with  his  load 

Toiled  on  beneath  the  burning  sun, 

And  traveled  some  three  miles  in  one. 

And  thus  a  century  and  a  half 

They  trod  the  footsteps  of  that  calf. 

The  years  passed  on  in  swiftness  fleet, 

The  mad  became  a  village  street. 

And  this,  before  men  were  aware, 

A  city's  crowded  thoroughfare. 

And  soon  the  central  street  was  this 

Of  a  renowned  metropolis. 

And  men  two  centuries  and  a  half 

Trod  in  the  footsteps  of  that  calf. 

Each  day  a  hundred  thousand  rout, 

Followed  the  zigzag  calf  about; 

And  o'er  his  crooked  journey  went 

The  traffic  of  a  continent. 

A  hundred  thousand  men  were  led 

By  one  calf,  near  three  centuries  dead. 

Then  followed  still  his  crooked  way. 

And  lost  one  hundred  years  a  day. 

For  thus  such  reverence  is  lent 

To  well-established  precedent. 

A  moral  lesson  this  might  teach, 

Were  f  ordained  and  called  to  preach. 

For 

Aloi 

And  work  away  from  sun  to  sun 

To  do  what  other  men  have  done. 

They  follow  in  the  beaten  track, 

And  out  and  in,  and  forth  and  back. 


And  still  their  devious  course  pursue. 

To  keep  the  path  that  others  do. 

But  how  the  wise  old  wood-gods  laugh, 

Who  saw  the  first  primeval  calf. 

Ah,  many  things  this  tale  might  teach,— 

But  I  am  not  ordained  to  preach. 

— Sam.  W.  Foss,  in  N.  V.  Sun. 


THE  OUTSIDE  WORLD. 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

Many  a  boy  and  girl  raised  on  a  farm  and  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  lightly  held  by 
them,  because  they  do  not  know  their  value,  look 
with  longing  eyes  on  the  great  world  without 
wish  that  they  were  not.  as  they  think,  hampered 
by  their  home  environment.  They  want  to  get 
away  into  what  they  look  upon  as  a  brighter  world, 
and  take  part  in  the  great  drama  that  is  being  en- 
acted about  them.  The  feeling  is  perfectly  natur- 
al, and  as  general  as  it  is  natural. 

The  writer  will  not  say  that  the  feeling  is  to  be 
wholly  ignored,  for  there  are  occasions  where  it 
may  not  be  desirable  to  remain  on  an  old,  worn- 
out  and  debt-burdened  place.  Still,  it  the  condi- 
tions are  fairly  good  the  chances  are  that  life  will 


under   the   apple   trees 
ty  walls.     I   know  this 


be  better  in  the  long  ru 
than  in  the  shadow  of  the 
to  be  true  from  personal  experience.  It  has  been 
my  lot  to  have  seen  much,  especially  of  our  own 
country,  and  wherever  I  have  been  there  is  a  long- 
ing to  get  back  to  my  country  home.  And  why? 
Because  there  are  peace  and  plenty.  There  is 
nothing  to  mar  the  quiet  beauty  of  the  scene.  I 
know  the  life  history  of  every  plant  and  animal  on 
the  place.  I  remember  well  when  the  tree  was  but 
a  graft,  for  I  put  it  on  myself;  the  cattle  in  the 
field,  the  poultry  clucking  contentedly,  and  the 
clinging  vines  I  know  well,  and  they  have  never 
failed  me  yet. 

In  the  city  it  is  a  continual  warfare,  and  the 
wrecks  of  those  who  have  fallen  are  everywhere, 
and  for  one  who  has  succeeded  there  are  a  hun- 
dred who  have  sunk  into  a  hand  to  mouth  fight  for 
existence.     The  busy  streets,  the  swinging  lights, 


the  displays  in  the 


indowx 


like  the 


flaming  torch  to  the  flutiering,  winged  things,   that 
fly  into  it  and  drop  helpless  on  the  pave. 

At  the  World's  Fair  there  was  a  picture  called 
"Breaking  Home  Ties"  by  a  man  who  was  killed 
by  the  cars  a  week  or  so  ago.  It  is  only  a  small 
picture  that  you  could  take  under  your  arm  and  car- 
ry off,  yet  it  told  a  story  of  homely  truth  that  ap- 
pealed to  the  thousands  who  saw  it,  and  is  yet 
telling  its  story  to  millions,  as  it  has  been  repro- 
duced for  the  public  in  cheaper  form,  Roughly 
slated,  it  represented  a  poorly  furnished,  but  neat 
interior,  and  the  central  figure  was  a  boyish  boy  of 
perhaps  sixteen,  going  away  from  home,  and  bid- 
ding his  mother  good-by.  The  expression  on  the 
boy's  face  was  one  of  thoughtless  anxiety  to  be  off, 
the  man  who  came  for  him  stood  idly  by,  his  sister 
was  weeping,  and  the  faithful  house  dog  showed 
his  interest  by  every  dumb  brute  sign  of  eloquence. 
The  mother  bids  the  son  a  good-by  that  he  does 
not  understand,  and  in  a  moment  he  will  be  eone 
with  shout  and  hurrah,  in1 
with  dangers  on  every  side, 
may  come  back  on  a  pilgri 
but  the  mother  will  be  out  on  the  hillside,  th 
ter  away,  and  the  dog  that 


1  fields  that  are  beset 
Forty  years  after  he 
age  to  the   old  place, 


ill  if  it  is  not 


nory,  and  the  str; 


ige 


It 


ed  eyes, 
i  not   how 


>urned  him  only  a 
foot  will  be  on  the 
a  life-story  that  thou- 
up    its    duplicate   with 


a  circle  we  describe  in  life 
it  is  how  well  we  do  the  work  that  first  comes  to 
hand  that  counts  in  every  worthy  sense.  Many  a 
boy  or  girl  who  reads  these  lines  forgets  to  con- 
sider the  advantages  where  they  are,  and  think  that 
happiness  is  far  and  away  over  the  hills  when  it  is 
right  within  their  reach  if  they  did  not  look  so  far 
away  from  home  for  it. 

Our  lives  are  pretty  mut 
and  the  most  of  our  troubl 


vhat  we  make  them, 


are  imaginary.  There 
are  a  good  many  puddles  in  the  world,  but  there 
are  also  green  lanes  and  singing  birds.     It  all  de- 


pen 


ds  on  ourselves  whether  we  choose  to  seek 


•  the  other. 
Lcwisburg,  Pa. 


RUBY,  THE  INDIAN  QIRL. 

BY  G.  V.  GOSHORN. 

In  reading  this  short  sketch  of  the  life  of  Rubv 
you  must  not  forget  that  you  are  reading  about  a 
person  who  has  only  such  parents  as  were  our  fore. 
fathers  of  two  thousand  years  ago,  when  thev 
were  roaming  the  forests  of  Northern  Europe.  A 
few  centuries  of  intelligent  ancestry  may  be  the 
cause  of  much  of  our  ability  to  do  that  which  is 
thought  by  us  to  be  just  and  right.  But  are  we  as 
just  as  we  think  ourselves  to  be? 

Ruby  was  born  about  sixteen  years  ago  in  a  lit. 
tie  wigwam  near  the  City  of  Carson,  Nevada.  She 
never  knew  her  father,  but  she  loves  and  respects 
her  mother,  even  though  she  cannot  regard  her  as 
a  worthy  example  either  for  this  life  or  for  the 
life  to  come.  Her  mother  lives  in  filth  and  ignor- 
ance. She  knows  but  little  more  of  the  means  of 
making  life  pleasant  than  do  the  beasts  of  the 
field,  and  her  hope  for  a  happy  future  is  so  vague 
that  little  comfort  can  be  obtained  from  it.  But 
Ruby  was  destined  to  better  privileges  than  most 
of  her  companions.  When  quite  young  she  was 
pitied  by  a  lady  who  watched  her  as  she  was  car- 
ried in  a  little  basket  on  her  mother's  back.  This 
lady  obtained  privilege  to  take  the  child  and  keep 
it  in  her  own  home.  From  this  time,  until  she 
was  about  twelve  years  old,  she  lived  with  this 
lady,  who  gave  her  much  valuable  instruction  and 
a  pleasant  home.  She  soon  learned  to  love  and 
respect  her  new  mother,  yet  even  to  this  day  she 
has  affection  for  her  own  mother. 

When  about  twelve  years  old  she  was  taken  to 
the  Government  School  where  she  has  been  ever 
since.  This  placed  her  in  new  society.  Here  she 
was  compelled  to  work,  eat  and  sleep  with  those 
whose  ways  she  did  not  like  and  whose  habits  she 
had  not  yet  formed.  Having  inherited  the  evil 
tendencies  of  her  parents  and  not  having  been  suf- 
ficiently strengthened  against  the  dangers  to  which 
she  was  now  exposed  she,  while  gaining  in  many 
useful  qualities  of  life,  actually  lost  in  others,  and 
thus  became  much  like  her  companions.  Though 
discouraged  yet  not  overcome,  she  gradually  in- 
creased in  her  studies  in  all  departments  of  the 
school.  She  is  quick  to  learn  and  is  a  good  work- 
er. Every  teacher  is  glad  to  have  Ruby  in  the 
class.  The  matron,  laundress,  seamstress  and  cook 
are  glad  to  have  her  under  their  charge,  for  she 
may  be  trusted  and  seems  anxious  to  learn. 

Many  happy  days  has  she  spent  either  in  her 
studies  or  her  work,  both  of  which  seem  a  delight 
to  her.  But  at  times  a  sadness  steals  over  her  us- 
!ly  smiling  countenance  and  why  should  it  not? 
She  thinks  of  her  future  life.  She  sees  herself  as 
he  is.  She  realizes  the  reception  she.  will  receive 
/hen  she  goes  from  this  school.  The  prejudice 
gainst  her  race  seems  unlimited,  and  no  place  is 
et  found  where  she  can  feel  welcomed.  Her  own 
lother  cannot  provide  a  suitable  home  even 
hough  she  might  wish  to  do  so.  Those  with 
'horn  she  could  justly  associate  will  not  receive 
er,  for  she  is  not  of  their  race. 
What  shall  she  do?  She  has  no  home.  Not 
ven  the  book  she  reads  in  can  be  given  to  her. 
ler  mother  lives  in  a  small  tent,  with  no  stove,  no 
bed,  no  chairs,  no  table,  and  but  few,  if  any,  dishes. 
She  spreads  her  blanket  on  the  ground  and  sleeps 
fortably;  she  places  her  scanty  meal  on  the 
md  and  is  satisfied;  she  is  filthy  and  does  not 
care.  Must  Ruby  go  back  and  live  in  that  way? 
Yes,  unless  some  one  cares  more  for  the  happi- 
ness of  a  helpless,  dependent,  though  worthy 
young  lady  than  for  the  sneers  of  the  thoughtless 
ones  about  them  who  would  laugh  at  and  deride 
them  for  offering  a  comfortable  home  to  one  of 
her  race. 

Justice  demands  assistance,  and  only  those  who 
can  sympathize  with  those  who  really  need  aid  can 
be  expected  to  mete  out  justice, 

Carson,  Nevada. 


February  20,  1896. 
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A  FREE  SEAT. 

He  was  old  and  poor,  and  a  stranger 

In  the  great  metropolis 
And  as  he  bent  his  feeble  steps 

To  a  stately  edifice. 
Outside  he  inquires,  "  What  church  is  this?" 

"  Church  of  Christ,"  he  heard  them  say; 
"  Ah!  just  the  place  I'm  looking  for; 

I  trust  he  is  here  to-day." 
He  passed  through  the  spacious,  columned  doo 

And  up  the  carpeted  aisle. 
And,  as  he  passed,  on  many  a  face 

He  saw  surprise  and  smile. 


>pew 


lisle, 


Then  across  the  broad  front  space, 
From  pew  to  pew,  down  the  other  side, 

He  walked  with  the  same  slow  pace. 
Not  a  friendly  voice  had  bid  him  sit 

To  listen  to  Gospel  truth; 
Not  a  sign  of  respect  had  been  paid 

To  the  aged  one  by  youth. 
No  door  was  opened  by  generous  hand 

(The  pews  were  paid  for— rented);       * 
And  though  a  stranger,  old  and  poor 

Not  a  heart  to  him  relented. 
As  he  paused  outside  a  moment  to  think, 

Then  again  passed  into  the  street, 
Up  to  his  shoulder  he  lifted  a  stone 

That  fay  in  the  dust  at  his  feet, 
And  bore  it  up  the  broad,  grand  aisle 

In  front  of  the  ranks  and  pews; 
Choosing  a  place  to  see  and  to  hear, 

He  made  it  a  seat  for  his  use. 


Calmly  sitting 

upon  the  huge  stone, 

Folding  his 

lands  on  his  knees, 

Quietly  review 

ng  the  worshipers, 

A  great  confusion  he  sees. 

Many  a  cheek 

s  crimsoned  with  shame 

Some  whisp 

r  together  low. 

And  wish  they 

had  been  more  courteou 

To  the  poor 

man  they  did  not  know. 

As  if  by  magic 

some  fifty  doors 

Open  instan 

aneously, 

And  as  many 

eats  and  books  and  hand 

Were  proffered  hastily. 
Changing  his  stone  for  a  cushioned  seat, 

And  wiping  a  tear  away, 
He  thinks  it  was  a  mistake,  after  all. 

And  that  Christ  came  late  that  day. 
The  preacher's  discourse  was  eloquent, 

The  organ  in  finest  tone, 
But  the  most  impressive  sermon  heard 

Was  preached  by  a  humble  stone. 
'Twas  a  lesson  of  lowliness  and  worth, 

That  lodged  in  many  a  heart; 
And  the  church  preserves  that  sacred  stone, 

That  the  truth  may  not  depart. 

—Selected  by  Solomon  Bucklew. 

INDIA  LETTER^ 


over  their  heads,  w 
From  the  station  we  1 
ber  of  the  friends  goi 
that  we  could  be  thus 
good  health. 

Last  Tuesday  even 
feast,  probably  for 
kind  held  in  India.  A  dozen  or 
and  neighbors  were  assembled  v 
ing  was  held  on  our  upstairs  v 
pleasant  time  it  was,   indeed. 


lich  fell  around  their  necks, 
alked  quietly  home,  a  num- 
g  with  us,  and  thanked  God 
together  in  India,  and  all  in 


BY  W.  B.  STOVEK. 

"All  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  God."  We  are  rejoicing  that,  in  the  dispensa- 
tion of  God's  Providence,  our  dear  brother,  D.  L. 
Miller,  and  wife,  have  been  permitted  to  come  to 
this  land  of  idols,  and  visit  us  in  our  Indian  home. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  great  ocean  steamer,  Cale- 
donia^ had  the  privilege  of  going  aboard  the  ship 
and  finding  them  there,  and  of  welcoming  them  to 
the  city  of  Bombay  and  to  India.  After  a  few  days 
in  Bombay  we  made  our  way  on  to  Bulsar,  where 
we  joined  the  rest  of  our  company,  and  where  we 
now  are,  all  five  of  us,  in  our  own  hired  house. 

At  the  station,  a  good  many  friends  had  come  to- 
gether with  one  accord,  with  our  own  two.  Among 
them  was  a  Brahmin  who  had  read  Bro.  Miller's 
"The  Seven  Churches  of  Asia.  This  gentleman 
had  determined  on  a  surprise  for  the  ■■  guests  from 
America;  "  so,  soon  after  they  were  out  of  the  car, 
he  handed  each  a  bouquet  of  Indian  flowers,  and 
surprising  them  more,  he  threw  a  string  of  flowers 


Jan.   7, 
nany  cenlur 


'e  had  our  love 
!  the  first  of  its 
ire  of  our  friends 
us.  The  meet- 
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everything,  how  Gospel-like; -everything  like  it  is 
at  home,  everything  like  the  Gospel.  We  had  the 
meeting  as  much  like  we  do  at  home  as  possible, 
but  there  were  not  several  hundred  to  surround  the 
tables,  neither  were  there  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
ministers  present.  We  confidently  expect  these 
things  in  the  future,  however,  and  pray  the  Lord  to 
hasten  the  glad  day.  I  am  now  more  than  ever 
convinced  that  our  church  with  its  Gospel  ordinances 
has  a  great  mission  in  the  world.  The  things  tangi- 
ble come  in  so  well,  through  which  the  things  spirit- 
ual can  be  taken  hold  of. 

In  a  few  days  Bro.  Miller's  will  be  leaving  us. 
We  have  talked  missions  and  studied  missions  and 
prayed  together  for  missions.  We  have  begun  to 
feel  that  our  little  family  consists  of  five.  When 
they  too  are -gone  it  will  seem  so  lonesome  They 
have  encouraged  us  and  strengthened  us.  We  have 
discussed  the  expedient  and  the  inexpedient  for  the 
work  before  us.  We  think  it  advisable  to  have  a 
bungalow  ot  the  mission's  own.  We  think  it  well 
that  the  number  of  workers  be  increased.  The 
field  is  large  and  difficult.  We  need  consecrated  ef- 
fort, and  a  lot  of  it,  and  the  result  is  sure.  We  are 
continuing  our  study  of  the  language,  for  we  are 
not  yet  able  to  speak  freely  in  it. 

While  Bro.  Miller  was  with  us  he  preached  a 
number  of  times,  and  all  enjoyed  his  ministry. 
Through  him  "  the  church  in  India"  sends  greeting 
to  the  church  at  home.  May  God  so  use  us  all 
that  the*greatest  possible  good  may  be  done  in  the 
given  amount  of  time. 

Bulsar,  hid..  Jan.  13,  1896. 


ST.  POLYCARP'S  DAY  IN  SMYRNA. 


BY  G.  J.    FEKl'KLN. 


Although  saints  innumerable  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Brethren's  Church  Almanac,  it  is  certa'in  that 
no  member  of  our  beloved  Brotherhood  keeps  the 
saints'  days  therein  mentioned.  However,  we,  here 
in  Smyrna,  have  somewhat  deviated  from  the  prac 
tice  of  the  church  at  home!  We  have  kept  one  saint's 
day,  confident  that  we  will  not  come  under  sentence 
of  our  church's  councils,  seeing  that,  if  we  ought 
not  to  remember  the  saints,  the  saints  ought  not  to 
be  found  in  our  calendar!  .  .  But  we  are  guilty— if 
guilty  we  are — of  having  remembered  but  one  saint, 
and  we  intend  to  remember  no  oiher  one  (of  the 
calendar,  of  course),  and  that  is  the  martyr  St. 
Pnlycarp  of  blessed  memory,  whom  all  Christians 
here,  be  they  Greeks,  Armenians,  Protestants  or 
Catholics  (Jews  and  Mohammedans  even),  recog- 
nize as  the  Patron  of  this  old  city  of  Smyrna! 

And  how  did  we  commemorate  that  day — Janu- 
ary 26?  By  founding  the  first  Brethren  church  in 
Asia  Minor!  On  that  day  -  St.  Polycarp's  day— we, 
th  e  "  eight  souls,"  organized  as  a  chwch,  Jan.  26, 
1896! 

Now  this  is  a  memorable  date  in  the  Brethren's 
calendar,  and  a  more  memorable  day  in  the  annals 
of  our  church. 

On  the  evening  of  that  Smyrnean  great  festival, 
we  all  gathered  at  the  "Mission  House,"  in  the 
"  upper  room."  The  writer,  being  the  only  elder 
and  ordained  brother,  presided  as  Moderator.  Rev- 
elation 2:  8-1 1  was  read  and  prayer  offered.  Sister 
Fercken  acted  as  Secretary. 

The  hours  and  number  of  weekly  services  were 
appointed,  also  the  next  love  feast. 

Bro.  Anastase,  first  convert,  was  unanimously 
elected  deacon. 

Bro.  Apikian  was  officially  appointed  evangelist. 

Some  rules  of  discipline,  pertaining  to  the  local 
church,  were  adopted. 


Next  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Easter  Monday. 
To  keep  St.  Polycarp's  day  in  that  manner  will 
certainly  now  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  whole 
Brotherhood.  Hence  let  St.  Polycarp  forever  re- 
main in  our  church  calendar!  We  want  him  there, 
for  he  was  the  first  bishop  of  the  church  in  Smyrna. 
But  how  unworthy  I  am  of  being  the  successor  of 
tins  gnat  martyr  and  saint  of  the  Christian  church, 
— unworthy  to  stoop  down  and  unloose  the  latchet- 
of  his  shoes! 

As  we  thus  met  together,  we  also  felt  that,  like 
the  first  church,  we,  too,  were  "  poor"  in  the  things 
of  this  earth  and  even  spiritual  tilings,  yet  "rich" 
in  opportunities  of  doing  good  to  our  fellowmen, 
and  more  especially  in  the  presence  and  strength  of 
him  who  has  hitherto  so  abundantly  blessed  our 
work  here. 

We  have  earnestly  asked  him,  who  "  walketh 
amid  the  seven  candlesticks,"  to  keep  us  all, — mem- 
bers, deacon,  evangelist  and  bishop— "/7/////W  unto 
diatk,"— henceforth  th:  motto  of  the  Brethren 
church  in  Smyrna. 

Such  a  meeting,  conducted  with  order  and  decor- 
um, has  much  impressed  our  converts  here,  and 
given  anew  impetus  to  our  mission. 

Reader,  beloved,  remember  henceforth  in  your 
prayers  the  fact  that  there  is  now  a  Brethren 
church  in  the  old  city  of  St.  Polycarp,  and  never 
forget  in  the  coming  years  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
January! 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

PASTORAL  VISITS. 
BY  GEORGE  MOHLER, 

In  Gospel  Messenger,  page  74,  I  read  an  article, 
"Solving  the  Problem."  I  wonder  what  it  is.  By 
referring  to  article  three,  of  Minutes,  1889,  I  notice 
that  the  advice  given  by  Conference  has  been,  to  a 
gre.it  extent,  disregarded.  I  mean,  the  pastoral 
visit.  It  has  been  a  wonder  to  my  mind  that  the 
article  referred  to  has  not  a  few  words  like  this, 
"  And  report  to  District  Meeting  each  year."  1 
think  it  would  work  well. 

Then  I  wonder  how  we,  as  a  church,  are  thinking 
about  this  matter?  It  is  encouraging  to  hear  out- 
old  brother  Murray  tell  from  experience  how  it 
worked  in  his  congregation.  He  thinks  it  better 
than  a  protracted  meeting  of  several  weeks. 

Then  I  wonder,  if  some  of  the  money,  thai  is 
spent  to  get  ministers  to  hold  meetings,  were  given 
to  elders  to  help  I  hem.  to  carry  out  the  advice  of 
Conference,  whether  it  would  not  prove  helpful. 
Then,  I  wonder  whether  it  is  not  for  want  of  proper 
teaching,  elders  don't  think  along  this  line. 

Pioneer,  Ohio.  _ 
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and  thousands  of  the  gifted,  the  generous,  the 
brave,  and  the  fair,  who  have  moved  through  the 
pure  halls  of  her  court. 

The  Queen,  when  young,  was  somewhat  hasty 
tempered,  and  even  now  the  native  fire  of  her  an- 
cestry flashes  up  at  intervals  for  a  brief  space. 
Her  life  and  character  met  their  saving  balance  in 
her  consort,  Albert  the  Good,  the  Prince  of  Saxe- 
Coburg.  "  He  referenced  his  conscience  as  his 
king,  and  made  his  glory  the  redressing  of  human 
wrong." 

For  Victoria,  the  light  of  life  vanished  when  the 
Prince  Consort  died.  She  knew  to  the  full  his 
value  as  her  chief  adviser;  but  she  also  knew,  and 
with  a  knowledge  no  one  else  shared,  that  though 
she  was  earth's  greatest  monarch  the  awful  loneli- 
ness of  a  solitary  pathway  stretched  before  her,  a 
loneliness  which  could  end  only  with  the  ending 
of  life.  She  cast  herself  across  the  bed  where 
Prince  Albert  had  lain,  and  piteously  cried,  "There 
is  no  one  near  me  to  call  me  Victoria  now.—  Chau- 
tauquan. 
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Quite  recently  Bro.  L.  M.  Forney  closed  a  serif 
of  meetings  in  the  Octavia  church,  Nebr.,  with  fiv 
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Bro.  Elmer  Wombold,  Dayton, 
Feb.  24,  that  last  Sunday  one  was 
baptism  and  one  by  letter. 


Ohio,  writes, 
received    by 


The  Scott  Valley  church,  Kans.,  believes  in  good 
music  in  her  services,  and  orders  two  dozen  hymn 
books  for  the  use  of  the  congregation. 


Bko. 
should 
he  goes 
point. 


.  C.  Longanecker,  of  Anderson,  Intj 
y  be  addressed  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  wher' 
take  charge  of  the  mi.sicn  work  at  that 


The  Brethren  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  have  reason 


the  midst  of  a  series  of 
applicants,    some  of  whom 


Since  the  last  report  twelve  have  been  added  to 
e  church  at  Altoona,  Pa.  The  outlook  for  the 
lurch  at  that  place  seems  encouraging. 


Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  West  Branch,  six  miles  west  of  the  Mount, 
two  weeks  ago,  and  closed  last  Sunday  evening. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  February  29,  1896. 


The  District  Meeting  of   Southern  Ohio  will  be 
held  in  the  Donnel's  Creek  church,  Clark  Co.,  May 
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Edgecomb,    of    McCune,    Kans., 
be  addressed  at  Plumb,  Payne  Co. 
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S.  Young,  of  North  Manchester,  Ind., 
x  hours  in  the  Mount  last  week,  and  gave 
1  brief  call. 


The  first  series  of  meetings  yet  held  in  Logans- 
tort,  Ind.,  is  now  in  progress.  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler 
s  doing  the  preaching. 


The  District  Meeting  for  California  ; 
na  will  be  held  at  the  Glendora  meetin 
the  Covina  church,  Cal..  March  26. 
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Bko.  J.  W.  Cripe,  Juniata,  Nebr.,  writes  that  a 
minister  is  very  much  needed  at  that  place,  and 
would  be  welcomed. 


Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh  closed  his  protracted  meet- 
ings in  Covington,  Ohio,  last  Sunday,  with  an  in- 
teresting congregation  and  three  additions. 

It  is  very  wise  in  our  Brethren  to  hold  love  feasts 
at  the  close  of  an  ingathering  of  new  converts.  It  is 
one  way  of  helping  them  to  observe  the  •'  all  things" 
commanded  in  the  Scriptures.  It  is  also  quite  ap- 
propriate to  invite  new-born  creatures  to  a  feast 
with  the  saints.  It  makes  them  feel  more  at  home 
in  the  church. 


Some  of  our  evangelists  endeavor  to  induce  all 
the  new  converts,  living  in  families  where  the  Mes- 
senger is  not  taken,  to  subscribe  for  the  paper  and 
keep  posted  on  the  doings  of  the  church.  In  our 
judgment  the  idea  is  a  good  one.  If  we  want  to 
keep  people  interested  in  the  church  we  must  help 
them  to  a  better  knowledge  of  what  the  church  is 
doing.  We  suggest  that  greater  efforts  be  made  to 
get  our  literature  into  the  hands' of  all   new  m™ 


"What  i 
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rst  we  think  of  the  man  who  deliberate- 
omebody  else's  money  for  things  that 
are  not  really  needful!  Well,  that  is  just  what 
thousands  are  doing.  They  have  gone  greatly  into 
debt,  and,  instead  of  appropriating  a  part  of  their  in- 
come to  paying  off  their  just  and  hoDest  debts,  they 
purchase  that  which  they  could,  with  but  little  in- 
convenience, get  along  without,  and  to  the  extent 
they  do  so  they  are  spending  the  money  that  prop- 
erly belongs  to  the  party  they  owe.  This  is  not  a 
mere  theory,  but  a  fact,  and  should  be  carefully 
considered  by  every  person  who  owes  a  dollar. 


Bro.  W.  H.  Poff,  writing  from  Christiansburg, 
Va.,  Feb.  17,  says:  "At  our  monthly  appointment, 
a  dear  sister,  ninety-one  years  old,  was  received  by 
baptism." 

We  appreciate  the  many  donations  forwarded  to 
this  office  to  be  used  in  sending  the  Messenger 
the  poor.     This  is  one  excellent  way  of  preach 
the  Gospel  to  the  poor. 


to  rejoice.     They 
meetings   with    twel 
have  been  baptized. 

Bro.  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  is  still  ;n 
a  feeble  condition.  He  submitted  to  a  severe  sur- 
gical operation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  may 
yet  recover,  but  when  last  heard  from  he  was  quite 
weak. 

D.  L.  Moody  is  giving  special  attention,  in  his 
Bible  Institute,  to  the  work  pertaining  to  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions.  He  writes  us  that  a  special 
Conference  of  workers  will  be  held  in  Chicago  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April. 


Louis  and  Amelia  Darwin,  of  Black  Falls,  Wis 
are  said  to  be  the  oldest  living  man  and  wife  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Darwin  is  one  hundred  and 
eight  years  old,  and  his  wife  one  hundred  and  two. 
They  have  been  married  eighty  years. 


The  Messenger  is  now  mailed  one  day  earlier 
than  heretofore,  and  will  probably  reach  the  most 
of  the  subscribers  by  Saturday.  We  wonder  how 
they  appreciate  the  change! 


ll  told  there  are  said  to  be  not  more  than  10,- 
000  Armenians  in  the  United  States,  and  yet  they 
support  a  semi  monthly  journal  quite  liberally.  It 
is  printed  in  their  own  language. 


Bro.  J.  W.  Jar  roe  recently  held  a  serie 
ings  at  a  new  point  five  and  one-half  mi 
west  of  Woodruff,  Kans.  Ten  applied  fo 
ship,  six  of  whom  still  await  baptism. 


of 


The  District  Meeting  for  Northern  Illino 
Wisconsin  will  be  held  in  the  Waddam's 
church,  April  29,  commencing  at  8  A.  M. 
:lders  will  meet  the  day  before  at  I  P.  M. 


Bro.  H.  M.  Baker,  of  North  Star,  Darke  Co., 
Ohio,  thinks  it  would  be  to  the  interest  of  members 
seeking  homes  in  that  State  to  correspond  with 
him,  indorsing  stamp.  He  is  anxious  to  get  more 
Brethren  settled  in  that  part  of  the  country. 


It  will  require  time  to  get  all  of  our  people  fully 
in  sympathy  with  missionary  work,  but  it  will  come 
by  and  by.  When  they  do  once  fully  understand 
the  importance  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  all  the 
world  they  will  come  forward  manfully  to  the  sup- 
port of  judicious  missionary  movements. 


Col.'  Bain,  the  eloquent  Kentucky  orator,  in  a  re- 
cent lecture  on  Our  National  Sins,  said:  "In  the 
last  twenty-five  years  the  consumption  of  liquor  in 
is  country  has  increased  from  seven  gallons  per 
pita  to  seventeen  per  capita."  Then  some  peo- 
ple hold  that  stringent  measures  in  favor  of  prohi- 
bition are  not  necessary.  More  money  is  spent  for 
dcating  liquors  than  any  other  one  thing  con- 
:d  by  the  human  race.  It  is  along  this  line 
that  we  should  look  for  the  primary  cause  of  the 
hard  times  that  some  talk  so  much  about. 

The  Herald  of Truth,  in  the  following,  says  just 
what  we  often  felt  like  publishing.  Let  every  one 
read  it,  and  profit  by  it. 

things  are  positively  necessary  for  us  to  know  when 


We 


1.  WHO  YOU  ARE. 

2.  WHERE  YOU  ARE. 

3.  WHAT  YOU  WANT. 

No  matter  if  you  have  written  to  us  a  thousand  times  before 

m7af/"ys  ,T  yr,leUer by  writi"e  *'<■'">*  >'°«  /« ; 

w  ;    d  . 1"  ■  'he  """'•  ,he"  tC"  us  P'-l-'y  "'hat  you 

nmt, .and  lastly  sign  your  name  so  plainly  tha,  there  can  be 
no  mulakt  or  question  as  to  what  the  name  is.  When  anv  one 
of  these  three  things  is  wanting,  it  often  requires  m  t 
and  trouble  .0  attend  ,0  such  a  letter  than  to  one  hundred  Zt 
ers  that  are  properly  written,  Sometimes  our  clerks  after 
running  over  the  thousands  of  names  on  mailing  list,:  ',„  fi  A 
■he  address  of  a  certain  wnter  who  has  fa^d  o'g  e  s  ad 
dress,  have  to  give  up  in  despair.  Sometimes  too  »  ™ 
fails  to  sign  his  name  to  a  letter  ;n  ,  l-  .  ,  ' 
,i„    A      •.  '"  which  he  may  have  en- 

<-los,. I  quiu:  an  amount  of  mnnpv  «,;,!,  a       . 

„„„,     n,„  „,  '         m'me'  wlth  *"  order  for  books,  or 

papers.     Our  clerks  have  sometimes  spent  almost  whole  nub, 

one  which  has  no  signature.     Very  often  all  trTwork    "us* 

ame  kfn  h,o7a;,tr,      ^  !?'  '"'"  ™"  "ith  •*«•*£ 
co™<wOh      r  rf"d  ,rerabli"S  »»  a  second  letter 

>h  ■  sharp  reproof  for 


»  rule,  the  most  exacting  and  impatient. 


The  saloon-keeper  thinks  that  making  drinkers  is 
part  of  his  legitimate  business.     When  one  of  the 
old  tenders  at  the  bar  was  remonstrated  with  for  en 
ng  the  boys,   he   said,   "  It   is   business;   the  old 
nkers  will  soon  be  dead,  and  where  will  my  busi- 
ness be  if  I  do  not  get  the  boys!  "     And  he  is  get- 
ting the  boys. 

For  some  reason  Bro.  B.  F.  Britt's  name,  Lor- 
aine,  Adams  Co.,  III.,  was  omitted  from  the  list 
of  ministers  in  the  Almanac.  Bro.  Britt  thinks  that 
his  services  are  not  especially  needed  where  he 
lives,  and  would  like  to  give  his  whole  time  to 
preaching  the  Word  where  suitable  arrangements 
can  be  perfected.  He  has  a  wife  and  three  children. 
He  solicits  correspondence. 


Paul,  the  best  missionary  the  church  ever  had, 
was,  by  occupation,  a  tent-maker,  and  we  do  not 
know  that  his  business  ever  interfered  with  his 
preaching  in  the  least,  neither  should  an  honorable 
business  now  be  a  hindrance  to  a  preacher  doing 
faithful  work  in  the  ministry,  Bro,  Henry  J.  For- 
ney, of  Chenoa,  111.,  writes  us  that  a  good  shoe- 
maker is  wanted  at  that  place,  and  a  brother  in 
good  standing  is  preferred.  Why  not  a  preacher, 
who  is  by  occupation  a  shoemaker,  apply?  A  man 
who  can  attend  to  the  needs  of  the  sole  may  admin- 
ister to  the  wants  of  the  soul,  also.  Brethren  are 
wanted  for  other  places,  and  those  interested  may 
(inclosing  stamp)  write  Bro.  Forney. 


Just  before  placing  the  forms  on  the  press  we 
received  the  following  from  Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout, 
Lanark,  111.:  "The  church  at  this  place  is  moving 
pleasantly  along.  Yesterday,  Feb.  23,  three  more 
were  received  by  baptism-two  young  men  and 
one  young  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  them.  We  have 
baptized  five  in  the  past  three  months-all  of 
ii  in  the  vigor  of  young  manhood  and  woman- 
d.  We  hope  they  will  all  be  good  workers. 
Also  two  dear  brethren  were  restored  to  fellow- 
ship, and  several  have  been  received  by  letter. 
I  he  church  feels  much  encouraged,  for  the  Lord 
has  blessed  our  efforts.  We  believe  he  will  al- 
ways take  care  of  the  results  if  we  do  our  duty 
and  then  trust  him." 


February  29.  1896. 


THE    GOSPEL   USttlESSIEICTa-BIR,. 


Some  time  ago  our  aged  Bro.  John  Metzger,  of 
Lordsburg,  Cal.,  was  thought  to  be  near  death's 
door,  but  he  rallied  and  is  now  able  to  attend  the 
church  services  that  he  so  greatly  enjoys. 


We  are  in  receipt  of  a  late  issue  of  the  Mt.  Car- 
roll (111-)  Daily  Democrat,  containing  a  very  vigor- 
ous article  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Jacob  Wilmore,  in 
reply  to  what  the  editor  of  that  journal  had  to  say 
respecting  some  things  said  by  Bro.  Witmore  dur- 
ing his  recent  series  of  meetings  in  the  city.  Bro. 
W.  makes  some  good  points  in  favor  of  the  true 
doctrine  and  against  secret  societies.  The  editor 
thinks  he  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  his  ideas  of  se- 
cret societies.  Most  well-read  people  know  that 
the  objections  urged  against  these  societies  are  well 
founded,  and  it  is  a  very  poor  way  of  trying  to 
off-set  them  by  simply  saying  that  they  are  not  cor- 
rect. Too  many  people  know  that  they  may  be 
sustained  by  facts. 


In  the  course  of  a  year  we  receive  at  this  office  ; 
hundred  or  more  queries  that  we  do  not  care  to  an- 
swer through  the  paper  for  the  reason  that  they  in- 
volve cases,  and  of  course  a  question  presented  by 
an  interested  party  can  contain  but  one  side  of  the 
case.  We  do  not  care  to  render  an  opinion  where 
we  have  but  the  one  side  presented.  Some  of 
these,  we,  however,  answer  privately,  usually  by 
turning  over  the  paper  containing  the  query  and 
writing  our  answer  on  the  back.  If  we  cannot  do 
this,  the  answer  is  given  in  a  way  so  it  cannot  be 
detached  from  the  query.  We  do  this  so  that  if 
any  one  should  show  a  private  answer  from  us  on 
any  question  he  must  also  show  the  question,  and 
then  it  can  be  seen  whether  the  point  in  dispute 
has  been  fairly  presented.  In  most  of  our  private 
communications,  in  answer  to  this  class  of  queries, 
we  advise  the  querists  to  consult  the  adjoining  eld- 
ers or  others  who  are  familiar  with  the  circum- 
stances and  the  surroundings.  Our  advice  is  for 
parties  not  to  send  us  queries  involving  cases. 
Sljch  matters  should  be  settled  at  home,  and  coun- 
cil sought  of  those  who  have  some  knowledge  of 
the  parties  involved,  and  the  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  particular  case.  We  prefer  to  answer 
queries  involving  principles  separate  and  apart 
from  cases.  Th,is,  we  believe,  may  be  done  with 
profit  and  to  edification. 


OUR  INDIA  MISSION. 


We  have  now  been  in  India  nearly  two  months 
and  have  spent  some  weeks  very  pleasantly  and 
very  happily  in  the  mission  home  at  Bulsar.  In 
the  regular  course  of  our  Gleanings  it  would  be 
some  months  before  we  could  be  heard  on  our 
mission  here.  We  shall  therefore  ask  the  office  ed- 
itor to  give  place  to  this  special  report,  promising 
that  it  shall  be  brief.  Of  Bulsar  and  its  surround- 
ings Bro.  Stover  has  written  so  fully  and  well  in  his 
"  Diary  Leaves,"  that  nothing  remains  to  be  told 
concerning  the  place.  We  shall  therefore  confine 
this  short  letter  to  the  mission  and  its  work. 

And  first  of  all  we  are  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  mission.  The  feeling  that  the 
church  will  not  be  held  b'ameless  if  she  neglects 
her  part  in  rescuing  India  from  idolatry  has  in- 
creased many  times  since  we  have  seen  the  people 
bow  down  to  images  made  of  wood,  clay  and  stone. 
Forthcoming  gleanings  will  fully  explain  this,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  help  others  to  see  the  great  impor- 
tance of  the  work. 

We  are  especially  pleased  to  say  that  our  mis- 
sionaries are  doing  well.  They  have  won  the  love 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  they  have  come  in 
contact,  and  this  promises  well  for  their  success 
when  they  are  ready  to  preach  Christ  to  the  peo- 
ple. They  are  studying  hard  and  are  making  rapid 
progress  in  acquiring  the  language.  Bro.  Stover  s 
serious  illness  kept  him  from  study  for  three 
months,  and  also  interfered  with  the  work  of  the 
sisters.     Had  it  not  been   for  this  hindrance  they 


would  have  done  as  much  work  in  nine  months  as 
is  usually  done  in  twelve.  As  it  is  they  are  able  to 
give  a  good  account  of  their  six  months  in  Gujera- 
ti. 

Already  there  is  promised  fruitage.  The  native 
men  Mita  and  Rama,  who  are  at  work  in  the  mission 
home  have  both  accepted  Christ  and  express  a  de- 
sire to  be  baptized.  This  will  be  done  in  the  future 
when  our  missionaries  are  better  able  to  expound  to 
them  more  fully  the  way  of  the  Lord.  The  impor- 
tance of  laying  a  good  foundation  is  fully  recog- 
nized by  our  own  missionaries  and  we  believe  that 
in  the  end  it  will  prove  best  to  make  haste  slow- 
ly in  cases  of  this  kind. 

The  pressing  needs  of  the  work  are  two.  First, 
several  more  workers  should  be  sent  out  at  once. 
It  takes  fully  two  years  to  secure  a  speaking  knowl- 
edge of  the  language.  If  any  of  these  already  here 
should  be  taken  home  others  would  be  ready  to 
take  their  places.  When  we  heard  of  Bro.  Stover's 
illness,  we  thought,  "  What  of  the  work  if  the  Lord 
take  him  away?"  We  need  to  prepare  for  an 
emergency,  and  this  should  be  done  NOW. 

Second,  a  mission  home  is  needed,  and  is  not 
only  needed  but  is  an  absohite  necessity.  During  the 
rainy  season  the  house  in  which  our  missionaries 
now  live  exposes  them  to  malaria,  and  to  this  may 
be  traced  Bro.  Stover's  illness.  The  necessary  land 
can  be  bought  in  a  healthy  location,  and  a  house 
built  with  a  meeting  room  large  enough  for  all  pur- 
poses for  the  sum  of  $3,000.  Bro.  James  R.  Gish 
and  several  other  brethren  have  already  proposed 
to  give  liberally  for  the  mission  home  in  India.  It 
is  hoped  that  others  will  come  forward  to  aid  in 
this  good  work.  Surely  there  will  be  no  need  for  a 
second  call  to  build  the  first  house  unto  the  Lord  in 
this  land  where  so  many  temples  can  be  seen  where 
idols  are  worshiped.  Let  those  who  want  a  lot  and 
part  in  this  matter,  when  the  Missionary  and  Tract 
Committee  sees  proper  to  make  the  call,  be  ready 
to  respond,  for  the  opportunity  will  not  occur  again 
for  India. 

The  climate  here  for  at  least  one-half  the  year  is 
delightfully  pleasant.  During  the  day  we  sit  on  the 
open  veranda  and  read  and  write.  At  night  it  is 
cool  enough  to  make  light  blankets  comfortable. 
This  is  all  the  more  pleasant  as  we  read  letters 
from  home  telling  of  snow  and  snow-drifts  and  of 
zero  weather.  In  a  location  free  from  malaria  Bul- 
sar may  be  called  a  healthy  place,  and  after  those 
who  come  here  are  acclimated  they  enjoy  as  | 
health  as  at  home.  Were  it  not  for  some  hom 
terests  that  demand  our  personal  attention 
should  like  very  much  to  remain  here. 

Many  important  problems  will  have  to  be  met 
and  solved  as  the  work  progresses  in  India,  but 
these  will  be  met  and  solved  as  they  arise.  The  re 
ligion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  not  local  in  its  charactei 
but  is  adapted  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  whol 
world.  National  characteristics  and  customs,  de 
pendent  upon  climatic  conditions,  so  long  as  they 
are  not  in  conflict  with  the  Gospel,  should  not  b 
interfered  with.  It  may  even  be  necessary  to  mod- 
ify to  some  slight  extent  our  church  government, 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  Those  who  are 
converted  from  idol  worship  cannot,  until  they 
educated  and  lifted  out  of  their  ignorance,  intelli- 
gently exercise  the  right  to  vote  in  the  congrega- 
tions. But  as  already  intimated  these  various  con- 
ditions will  be  met  and  settled  in  accordance  \ 
the  Gospel  as  they  arise. 

Our  stay  in  India  has  been  very  pleasant  and 
joyable.  And  as  the  time  comes  for  us  to  leave 
our  dear  ones  here,  we  are  made  sad  especially  for 
them.  But  God  will  care  for  his  own.  We  thank 
him  most  fervently  for  this  little  band  of  con 
secrated  missionaries,  and  look  forward  wit! 
bright  hopes  to  the  success,  under  his  blessings,  o 
our  Mission  in  India.  D-  L-  M- 
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the  Hindus'  love  for  animals, — the  worship  of 
the  cow, — a  home  for  the  old  and  in- 
firm,—  bombay  to  bulsar. 

To  the  Westerner  the  land  of  the  Orient  is  not 
only  a  source  of  great  interest  but  of  surprises  as 
well.  Here  he  comes  in  contact  with  an  entirely 
new,  or,  rather,  an  old  world,  for  he  is  surrounded 
by  a  semi-civilization,  the  foundations  of  which  are 
rooted  in  the  Aryan  invasion  of  India  which  took 
place  three  thousand  years  before  the  discovery  of 
America.  He  realizes  at  once  that  he  is  among  a 
people  whose  traditions,  activities  and  lines  of 
thought  are  wholly  different  from  his  own.  He  is 
quite  at  a  loss,  unless  he  has  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  and  religious  thought  of 
the  people  to  account  for  the  strange  scenes  about 
him.  If  he  has  traveled  in  Palestine  and  Egypt 
before  coming  to  India,  he  is  somewhat  prepared 
for  the  striking  contrasts  that  meet  him.  But 
Western  enterprise  is  changing  the  aspect  of  the 
former  countries.  The  populations  are  small, 
hence  easily  affected.  But  India,  with  her  three 
hundred  million  does  not  change,  and,  practically 
speaking  Western  influence,  aided  by  the  mission- 
aries, has  made  but  little  impress  upon  her  popula- 
tion. 

But  it  is  not  within  the  scope  of  these  gleanings 
to  draw  contrasts,  or  to  enter  into  lengthy  details. 
The  space  allotted  is  much  too  short  for  such  a 
course.  Only  the  most  interesting  phases  of  India 
life,  as  they  occur  to  the  gleaner,  can  be  given.  If 
four  pages  of  the  Messenger  were  given  each  week 
for  details,  a  year  would  not  suffice  to  exhaust  the 
subject.  But  this  can  not  be.  Even  as  it  is,  we 
hear  whispers  from  the  "  powers,"  that  brevity  is 
considered  a  virtue  in  these  last  days. 

Animal  life  is  held  sacred  by  the  Hindus,  and 
hence  they  are  vegetarians,  and  eat  no  meat.  They 
believe  in  transmigration,  or  that  after  they  leave 
the  body  they  now  live  in  they  will  be  transferred 
to  that  of  some  animal.  This  belief  makes  them 
especially  kind  to  all  animals,  for  say  they,  "  How 
do  we  know  but  that  some  of  our  ancestors,  even 
our  father  or  mother,  may  now  be  living  in  the 
body  before  me."  But  of  all  animals  the  cow  is 
held  to  be  the  most  sacred  and  is  actually  wor- 
shiped by  all  Orthodox  Hindus.  They  teach  that, 
when  the  class  known  as  the  Brahmins  was  creat- 
ed, that  the  cow  was  also  made  to  supply  susten- 
ance to  man  by  her  milk,  and  butter  for  the  burnt 
offerings  to  the  Creator.  It  is  also  claimed  that  the 
cow  is  the  mother  of  the  gods.  Her  five  products, 
milk,  butter,  curds,  and  the  excreta  are  held  in  high 
veneration  and  even  worshiped. 

I  have  seen  a  Hindu,  when  meeting  a  cow  in  the 
morning,  which  is  always  regarded  as  a  sign  of  the 
very  highest  good,  place  both  hands  upon  its  back 
with  much  apparent  affection  and  reverence,  and 
then  rub  them  over  his  face  and  breast.  After  put- 
ting the  palms  of  his  hands  together  and  bringing 
them  with  the  ihumbs  touching  the  forehead,  he 
would  bow  the  head  reverently  and  repeat  one  of  the 
mantras  or  prayers,  of  which  Arnold's  translation  is 
given:  "  Hail,  O  cow!  Mother  of  Rudra,  daughter 
of  Vasu,  sister  of  the  Aditya,  thou  who  art  the  source 
of  Ambrosia."  Indeed  so  sacred  have  cows  be- 
come in  the  eyes  of  the  Orthodox  Hindu,  that  to 
kill  one  is  considered  a  greater  crime  than  for  one 
to  slay  his  own  father  or  brother,  and  some  years 
ago  an  offense  of  this  kind  was  punished  by  death. 
As  an  illustration  of  worship  of  this  animal,  the 
following  incident  is  given:  "The  widow  of  the 
last  ruler  of  Nagpore,  spent  twelve  hours  daily  in 
the  adoration  of  cows,  the  tulsi  plant,  the  sun,  and 
her  idols.     When  her  end  was  at  hand,  five  cows 
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were  introduced  into  the  room  where  she  lay,  in  or- 
der to  be  bestowed  to  the  priests.  The  gift  of  the 
animal  was  accompanied  by  a  further  donation  of 
money,  and  as  one  after  another  the  cows  passed 
onward  from  the  bedside,  they  were  supposed  to 
help  the  dying  woman  forward  on  her  way  to  heav- 
en. Among  the  last  acts  of  her  life,  was  to  call  for 
a  cow,  and  having  fallen  at  its  feet,  as  far  as  her 
waning  strength  would  allow  her,  she  offered  it 
grass  to  eat,  and  addressed  it  by  the  venerated 
name  of  mother. 

Some  years  ago,  when  reading  the  Zend-Avesta, 
the  Vedas,  and  other  so-called  sacred  books,  or  bi- 
bles of  I  he  East,  it  seemed  impossible  for  the  mind 
to  accept  the  extravagant  statements  made  in  them 
in  reference  to  the  worship  of  the  cow  and  the 
veneration  accorded  to  her  excreta.  Now  these 
very  things  are  seen  every  day,  and  many  of  them 
are  so  revolting  in  their  nature  that  they  cannot  be 
described  here.  And  yet  there  are  some  writers 
who  would  have  us  believe  that  Hinduism  is  to  be 
compared  with  the  Christian  religion.  Something 
more  will  be  said  on  this  subject  of  comparative  re- 
ligion in  future  letters.  Now  we  can  only  say,  God 
pity  these  ignorant  idolaters,  and  put  it  into  the 
hearts  of  his  people  to  help  lift  them  out  of  their 
ignorance  and  bring  them  to  embrace  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Several  conditions,  resulting  from  animal  worship, 
are  to  be  spoken  of  in  words  of  commendation. 
The  Hindus  are  very  kind  to  animals  and  take 
good  care  of  them.  The  cows  that  are  driven  about 
the  streets  and  milked  at  the  doors  of  customers 
are  regularly  bathed.  In  Bombay,  in  company 
with  Bro.  Stover,  we  watched  with  interest  the 
process  of  bathing.  About  fifty  of  the  animals  had 
been  gathered  at  a  large  tank  full  of  clear  water, 
and  the  herdsmen  bathed  them  with  as  much  care 
as  a  mother  would  bathe  her  child  at  home.  The 
head,  the  ears,  the  nose,  the  mouth,  the  legs  and 
feet  all  come  in  for  a  due  share  of  careful  attention. 
After  much  rubbing,  and  scrubbing,  and  washing,  a 
great  quantity  of  water  was  poured  over  the  animal, 
and  the  bath  was  completed.  In  this  way  they  are 
kept  scrupulously  clean,  and  being  well  fed  are 
sleek  and  fat,  and  present  an  fliviting  appearance, 
and  in  striking  contrast  with  the  way  some  of  our 
dairy  cows  are  kept  at  home.  In  this  warm  climate 
the  bath  must  be  very  grateful  to  them.  At  least 
they  take  it  in  patience  and  evident  comfort. 

Space  is  taken  but  for  one  more  pleasing  phase 
of  the  Hindus'  love  for  animals.  They  provide 
homes  for  them,  where  they  are  fed  and  cared  for 
when  they  are  injured  or  become  old  and  worn  out. 
While  in  Bombay,  at  a  later  date,  we  visited  a  place 
of  this  kind  and  found  a  remarkable  collection  of 
lame,  blind,  worn-out  animals  of  various  kinds, 
cows,  oxen,  sheep,  goats,  dogs,  cats,  monkeys,  etc., 
etc.  There  were  also  many  feathered  fowls,  some 
with  broken  wings  and  legs,  wounded  presumably 
by  some  Christian  (?)  sportsman  and  left  to  suffer 
and  die  until  found  by  a  humane  Hindu  and 
brought  to  this  place  to  be  fed  and  cared  for.  We 
thought  of  the  cruelty  practiced  by  some  of  our 
friends  at  home  in  pigeon  shooting  and  wished  they 
might  learn  a  lesson  from  these  heathen.  The  at- 
tendant who  showed  us  around  the  place  was  intel- 
ligent and  polite,  and,  after  asking  us  to  register  our 
names,  did  not  fail  to  point  out  a  strong  box  with 
a  slot  in  the  top  where  contributions  might  be 
placed. 

But  the  time  has  come  to  leave  Bombay.  We 
might  stay  here  longer,  and  write  and  write,  but  we 
have  not  yet  met  sisters  Stover  and  Ryan,  and  they 
are  anxiously  awaiting  our  coming.  We  therefore 
arranged  to  go  to  Bulsar  on  the  16th  of  Decem- 
The  latter  place  is  located  on  the  Bombay 
lilway,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 


nd  Ba 


!  by  the 


rning  Ghaut,"  the  place  where  the 
Hindus  burn  the  bodies  of  their  dead,  a  description 
of  which  must  be  given  in  a  future  letter.     We  also 


pass  Malabar  Hill,  and  we  think  ag: 
the  gloomy  "  Towers  of  Silence," 
tures  perched  about  them  awaiting  i 


vfull 


n  and  again  of 
uth  great  vu 
1  silence  the 


spect  of  thi 


miles  north  of  Bombay.     Leaving  the  city,  the  line 
passes  for  some  distance  along  the  sea  sb 


After  leaving  the  city  the  g( 
country  is  flat  and  level,  with  low  hills  in  the  far 
distance.  In  some  respects  it  reminds  us  of  our 
western  prairies,  but  the  similarity  only  embraces 
the  level  surface.  The  plain  is  dotted  here  and 
there  with  native  villages  composed  of  very  low 
mud  ■  huts,  covered  with  rice  straw.  The  land  is 
laid  out  in  numberless  squares  and  irregular  shapes, 
varying  in  size  from  about  an  eighth  of  an  acre  to 
a  small  plat  but  a  few  feet  square.  These  are  separ- 
ated by  narrow  ridges  a  foot  and  a  half  high.  In 
these  little  plats  the  farmer  plants  his  rice  when  the 
rains  come,  and  it  grows  for  some  time  in  the  wa- 
ter. The  ridges  keep  the  water  on  each  patch  sep- 
arate and  also  prevent  the  washing  of  the  ground. 

Then  there  are-  the  cocoanut,  the  date  and  the 
palmyra  palms,  with  their  long,  slender  trunks  and 
crowns  of  feathery  foliage  waving  gracefully  in  the 
balmy  air.  Cocoanuts  in  various  stages  of  develop- 
ment are  to  be  seen  on  the  trees,  while  the  palmyra 
palms  are  marked  and  numbered  and  taxed  by  the 
government  like  our  distilleries  at  home.  Each 
tree  produces  every  day  about  three  quarts  of  a 
white  liquid,  resembling  in  taste  and  appea'ance 
the  milk  in  the  cocoanut.  It  is  quite  sweet  when 
first  taken  from  the  trees  but  in  a  few  days  it  fer- 
ments and  becomes  a  very  strong  intoxicant. 
Great  quantities  of  "toddy,"  as  it  is  called,  are 
drank  by  all  classes  of  the  natives,  and  drunkenness 
is  quite  common.  But  this  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  for  many  of  their  gods  are  represented  as  being 
addicted  to  strong  drink,  and  by  some  it  is  held  to 
be  pleasing  to  them  to  indulge  to  excess  in  intoxi- 
cants. How  a  belief  of  this  kind  would  gladden  the 
hearts  of  Christian  (?)  distillers  and  brewers,  and 
saloon-keepers  in  Europe  and  the  United  States! 

As  we  continue  our  journey  northward,  occasion- 
ally a  monkey  may  be  seen  by  the  roadside,  and 
farther  north  still,  at  Ameerabad,  as  Arnold  says, 
troops  of  them  are  visible,  as  they  scamper  off  the 
track  on  either  side  of  the  train.  At  a  short  dis- 
tance they  stop  and  curiously  scrutinize  the  pass- 
ing cars.  There  are  hundreds  of  them,  and  they 
may  be  observed  from  the  windows  of  the  train, 
walking  meditatively  ahead  on  the  rails,  jumping 
over  the  cactus  fences,  perched  with  long  drooping 
tails  upon  the  branches  of  the  trees,  or  solemnly  as- 
sembled on  some  open  field  in  a  grave  congress, 
discussing  the  next  plundering  expedition.  They 
steal  and  destroy  much  fruit  and  grain  but  the  na- 
tives rarely  ever  molest  them,  for  they  worship 
the  monkey  god  Hanuman,  and  to  them  these  great 
apes  are  sacred. 

At  9:  30  P.  M.  we  reached  Bulsar  and  had  a  joy- 
ful meeting  with  our  dear  missionaries.  Doubtless 
no  one  of  the  five  of  us,  who  were  present  at  that 
meeting  will  ever  forget  it.  Tears  of  joy  were  shed 
and  grateful  hearts  thanked  the  dear  Lord  that  we 
were  thus  brought  together  in  far  away  India.  A 
number  of  the  friends  of  our  missionaries  came  with 
them  to  meet  us,  and  as  it  was  night  we  formed  a 
kind  of  procession  with  lanterns  and  torches,  and 
so  walked  together  to  the  mission  home.  We 
realized  now  how  these  dear  hearts  would  have 
been  disappointed  if  we  had  been  hindered  from 
coming  to  them,  as  at  one  time  at  Jerusalem  it 
seemed  would  be  the  case.  But  the  Lord  has  thus 
far  led  us  on,  and  may  we  not  confidently  trust  all 
that  is  left  of  life  for  us  to  him?  D  ,    „ 
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>  HOME  ■>  AND  i  FAMILY , 

NOBODY  KNOWS  BUT  MOTHER. 

Nobody  knows  of  the  work  it  makes. 

To  keep  the  home  together; 
Nobody  knows  of  the  steps  it  takes. 

Nobody  knows  but  mother. 
Nobody  listens  to  childish  woes 

Which  kisses  only  smother; 
Nobody's  pained  by  naughty  blows, 

Nobody, — only  mother. 
Nobody  knows  of  the  sleepless  care 

Bestowed  on  baby  brother; 
Nobody  knows  of  the  tender  prayer, 

Nobody, — only  mother. 
Nobody  knows  of  the  lessons  taught 

Of  loving  one  another; 

s  of  the  patience  long, 
iws  but  mother. 


Nobody  kno\ 
Nobody  kn 
Nobody  kn 


s  of  the  anxious  fears 

Lest  darlings  may  not  weather; 
The  storms  of  life  in  after  years. 

Nobody  knows, — but  mother. 
Nobody  kneels  at  the  throne  above 

To  thank  the  Heavenly  Father 
For  that  sweet  gift,  a  mother's  love: 

Nobody  can,  but  mother. 


ACTS  OF  KINDNESS. 


BY  J.  P.  AND  MARY  V.  HARSHBARGER. 

"Little  deeds  of  kindness 
Little  words  of  love, 
Make  our  earth  an  Eden 
Like  the  heaven  above." 

We  are  pleased  to  tell  you  that  quite  a  number 
of  rolls  of  Young;  Disciples  have  been  sent  us  and 
we  are  truly  thankful  to  all  for  their  kindness  in 
answering  our  call.  One  kind  brother  has  done 
more  than  we  asked  him.  He  wrote  us  that  he 
sent  for  us  new  papers  for  three  months.  These 
will  be  very  nice  for  the  little  folks.  We  will  give 
some  of  the  old  ones  to  some  boys  and  girls  out- 
side of  the  Sunday  school,  wherever  we  think  they, 
shed  a  ray  of  light. 

Oh  stop,  my  Christian  brother  and  sister,  and 
think  how  many  deeds  we  can  do  to  further  the 
cause  of  Jesus!  Just  the  sending  of  some  second- 
hand papers  may  yield  good  results.  After  we 
have  received  the  benefit  from  reading  the  papers, 
we  can  send  them  on  to  gladden  other  hearts  too 
poor  to  receive  them  otherwise.  These  missionary 
efforts  are  for  time  and  eternity. 

Some  Brethren  kindly  sent  us  Quarterlies  for 
three  months  and  those,  with  the  Disciples  sent  us, 
are  all  we  have  for  our  little  Sunday  school  as  yet. 
A  little  boy  sent  us  some  nice  little  cards  with  his 
roll  of  papers.  He  has  our  thanks.  Up  to  this 
time  we  have  received  about  fifteen  hundred 
Young  Disciples  and  over  one  hundred  Children  at 
Work. 

Many  thanks  to  all  for  their  assistance  in  our 
humble  efforts  to  forward  the  cause  of  our  Blessed 
Master. 

We  have  services  every  Lord's  Day.  Sunday 
school  at  ten;  preaching  at  11  A.  M.,  and  7:30  P. 
M.  We  have  prayer  meeting  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing of  each  week.  Brethren  or  sisters  passing 
through  are  heartily  invited  to  stop  with  us. 

Hutchinson,  Kans. 


THE  HIQHER  LIFE. 


BY  A.  HUTCHIS 


In  looking  after  the  fruits  of  a  higher  life,  and 
how  to  obtain  them,  I  am  forcibly  impressed  with 
the  idea  of  pruning,  as  a  means  by  which  the  qual- 
ity of  the  fruit  may  be  greatly  elevated. 

Looking  at  the  things  which  are  seen  here  in 
California,  as  shown  in  the  development  in  the 
fruit  business,  we  note  that  it  grows  out  of  pruning. 
The  thought  comes  with  a  force  which  would  not 
likely  be  so  strong,  if  it  were  not  for  these  object 
lessons.  Go  where  you  please,  in  this  great  fruit- 
growing   valley,    and   you  hear   the  click  of  the- 
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pruner's  shears.  The  growers  of  the  vine,  the  or- 
ange, the  lemon  and  all  other  fruits  are  busy  at 
this  season  of  the  year  (January),  cutting  off  the 
water  sprouts,  and  all  unnecessary  branches.  It 
looks  as  if  they  were  cutting  away  the  h/ilf,  or 
more  of  the  entire  tree,  or  vine.  When  I  question 
them  as  to  the  object  of  this  much  pruning,  they 
tell  me  that  the  longer  those  wild  growths  are  left 
on  the  tree,  the  poorer  will  the  quality  of  the  fruit 
become,  and  soon  the  wild  sprouts,  or  growths,  will 
take  the  fruit-bearing  qualities  from  the  tree,  and 
render  it  entirely  worthless.  But  by  careful  watch- 
ing and  close  pruning,  the  fruit  is  greatly  improved, 
both  in  quantity  and  quality.  After  taking  these 
lessons  from  the  natural  trees  and  vines,  I  am  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  that  in  our  spiritual  life  we 
might  ascend  to  a  much  higher  plane  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  Christ-life  in  us,  if  we  would  ap- 
ply the  pruning-shears  to  the  out-croppings  of  the 
carnal  man  of  sin  in  us. 


THE  MUTES. 
BY   JOHN    C.    COLLINS. 

I  often  wonder  why  it  is  that  the  mutes  seem  to 
be  more  concerned  about  their  soul's  salvation  than 
those  who  can  hear.  We  have  a  number  of  mutes 
here  who  are  members  of  the  church,  and  among 
the  number  is  a  minister. 

1  here  relate  a  circumstance  which  occurred  here 
not  long  ago.  A  mute  came  here  to  converse  with 
the  mute  minister,  and  in  his  conversation  with  him 
he  became  convicted  and  wanted  to  be  baptized. 
His  request  was  granted. 

In  a  short  time  after  that  a  mute  man  and  his  wife 
came  the  distance  of  fifteen  miles  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, and  were  baptized  also.  The  first  party  came 
about  eighty  miles.  They  have  now  returned  to 
their  respective  homes,  after  having  made  a  start  to 
the  home  above. 

I  have  learned  in  my  experience  among  them,  as 
^n  interpreter,  that  the  mutes  make  valuable  mem- 
"bers  for  work  among  their  own  class,  and  will  labor 
earnestly  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  I  have  thought 
that,  if  our  members  would  be  as  earnest  and  faith- 
ful as  the  mutes,  what  a  good  work  could  be  done! 

A  great  many  of  the  members  that  I  have  met,  in 
going  to  different  places,  say  that  the  mutes  do  not 
have  the  temptations  that  those  have  who  can  hear. 
But  this,  it  seems  to  me,  is  a  mistake.  I  will  here 
refer  to  a  few  of  their  temptations.  In  the  first 
place  they  must  depend  upon  their  eyes  for  their 
enjoyment.  They  love  to  read,  and  they  do  read. 
They  read  all  kinds  of  matter,  and  this  leads  many 
people  away  from  Christ.  If  we  get  them  interest- 
ed in  the  Bible,  they  soon  see  their  condition. 

The  mutes  have  dances  and  all  kinds  of  games, 
the  same  as  other  people.  They  have  a  society  in 
Chicago,  given  to  amusement,  so  I  was  told  by  a 
mute  who  is  not  a  member  of  our  church.  He  be- 
longed to  the  society,  and  he  said  he  enjoyed  him- 
self there,  because  there  the  mutes  may  dance,  or 
play  at  any  game  that  suits  their  fancy.  This  is 
one  of  the  temptations. 

Then  the  mutes  may  also  learn  to  drink,  chew  to- 
bacco, and  engage  in  other  things  along  that  line. 
At  the  same  time  there  are  many  who  shun  these 
bad  habits. 

The  reason  the  mutes  are  so  firm  is,  because  they 
make  the  Bible  a  study,  when  they  once  get  the 
true  light.  I  thank  the  Lord  for  those  we  have  in 
the  church.  They  have  none  of  the  bad  habits  re- 
ferred to. 

Walerford,  Ind. 


MUSINOS  BY  THE  WAY. 


In  1  Sam.  18:  9  we  read,  "And  Saul  eyed  David 
from  that  day  and  forward."  From  the  day  that 
King  Saul  heard  the  people  praise  David  a  little 
above  himself,  he  followed  him— not  with  loving 
eyes,  but  with  eyes  dark  with  envy.  Bitter  hatred 
entered    his   heart.     Jealousy  "  cruel  as  the  grave," 


caused  him  to  try  many  schemes  for  the  destruction 
of  David's  life;  but  God,  preserved  David  and  left 
Saul  more  miserable  every  time.  What  a  pity  that 
the  human  family  has  been  scourged  with  so  many 
Sauls,  so  many  people  who  cannot  bear  to  have  an- 
other praised  a  little  above  their  own  dear  selves. 
Little  do  they  realize  that  their  eyes,  those  mirrors 
of  the  soul,  betray  their  meanness  first,  when  they 
give  way  to  jealousy.  Saul  had  grown  big  in  his 
own  eyes,  and  had  failed  in  true  obedience  to  God, 
hence  his  fall.  So  it  must  be  now  with  the  servants 
of  God.  They  fall  from  full  favor  with  God  as  soon 
as  they  begin  "  eyeing  "  some  one  whom  they  think 
more  favored  than  themselves.  When  living  in  the 
full  light  of  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  zealous  for 
the  prosperity  of  Zion,  there  is  no  room  for  jealousy. 

Paul  was  very  sure  he  was  preaching  the  right 
Gospel,  and  he  was  courageous  enough  to  denounce 
in  plain  terms  any  one  who  was  preaching  any  oth- 
er. See  what  he  says  in  Gal.  I :  S,  "  Though  we,  or 
an  angel  from  heaven,  preach  any  other  gospel  unto 
you  than  that  which  we  have  preached  unto  you, 
let  him  be  accursed,"  repeating  the  words  to  make 
them  emphatic.  Now,  what  Gospel  did  Paul 
preach?  He  preached  the  pure  Gospel  that  Christ 
brought  into  the  world  and  taught  unto  his  disci- 
ples. He  preached  Christ  and  him  crucified.  He 
exhorted  all  to  put  on  charity,  which  is  the  bond  of 
perfectness,  and  yet  to  beware  of  false  doctrine  and 
false  teachers,  and  to  cling  closely  to  the  true  word, 
lest  they  incur  the  wrath  of  God. 


Much  praise  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  achieve- 
ments of  mankind  in  this  nineteenth  century,  im- 
provements in  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  machinery, 
etc,  How  the  means  of  communication  have  mul- 
tiplied and  improved!  The  telephone  and  tele- 
graph are  worthy  demonstrations  of  the  genius  of 
man.  But  who  gave  man  the  power  to  conceive, 
plan  and  construct  these  wonderful  things?  And 
how  much  more  wonderful  is  the  mind  of  man, — ca- 
pable of  such  lofty  and  intricate  conceptions, — than 
are  the  results  of  his  labor!  Do  we  ever  think  half 
enough  of  this  all-wise,  all-powerful  Creator?  He 
is  not  only  the  Creator  of  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  but  of  that  being  so  fearfully  and  wonderfully 
made  whom  he  called  man,  and  whose  thoughts  can 
fly  with  lightning  rapidity  to  a  friend  on  the  other 
side  of  the  globe,  and  at  the  same  instant  telegraph 
a  prayer  for  that  friend  up  to  God,  who  sitteth  up- 
on his  throne  in  the  highest  heavens.  "Who  can 
utter  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord?  Who  can  show 
forth  all  his  praise?" 
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From  Gardner,  Kansas. 


Feb.  8  the  Olathe  church  met  in  council,  and,  by 
a  vote,  decided  to  cut  our  territory  in  two.  The 
east  end  retained  the  old  name.  They  have  about 
sixty  members,  including  the  Kansas  City  Mission. 
The  undersigned  was  released  from  the  charge  of 
the  Olathe  church,  and  Eld.  G.  E.  Wise  chosen. 
Bro.  S.  R.  Riffey  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Lillia 
Riffey,  Clerk.  They  have  a  good  meetinghouse  in 
Olathe,  with  four  ministers  and  four  deacons, 
though  much  scattered.  They  are  leaving  the 
principal  burden  of  the  ministry  on  Eld.  Wise. 

After  completing  the  joint  work  of  the  church, 
including  the  cancellation  of  all  church  debts,  we 
then  appointed  a  council  in  the  west  part  of  the 
church  for  Feb.  15.  At  that  time,  by  a  vote  on  a 
name  for  our  church,  Maple  Grove  was  chosen. 

We  have  a  meetinghouse  four  miles  west  and  one 
mile  north  of  Gardner,  and  four  miles  north  of  Ed- 
gerton.  We  have  a  membership  of  fifty-eight,  four 
ministers  and  four  deacons.  Maple  Grove  has  in 
her  territory  the  former  elder,  Treasurer  and  Clerk. 


No  officers  were  elected,  but  Bro.  J.  E.  Crist  was 
advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry. 
Brethren  H.  F.  Crist  and  Samuel  Frantz  were  elect- 
ed delegates  to  our  District  Meeting,  and  Bro.  H. 
F.  Crist  was  chosen  to  represent  our  church  at  An- 
nual Meeting. 

Feb.  9  I  held  three  meetings  in  Kansas  City  and 
found  the  future  prospects  encouraging.  There 
are  now  several  applicants  awaiting  baptism.  Feb. 
12  I  was  called  to  Media  to  visit  and  anoint  an  old 
sister  who  was  baptized  a  few  months  ago  in  her 
eighty-sixth  year.  While  there  we  held  a  Com- 
munion for  her  benefit.  Sixteen  members  sur- 
rounded the  table.  Quite  a  number  of  outsiders 
were  present,  who  seemed  to  enjoy  it  much.  After 
the  services  the  old  sister  said:  "This  was  the  hap- 
piest hour  of  my  life  and  I  now  feel  ready  to  depart 
and  be  at  rest."  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  church  for  sixty-five  years.         I.  H.  Crist. 

Feb.  iS. 

From  the  Pleasant  View  Church,  Phillips  Co.,  Kans. 

Jan.  25  Bro.  J.'W.  Jarboe,  our  home  minister,  be- 
gan a  series  of  meetings  at  what  is  known  as  the 
the  Turner  schoolhouse,  five  and  one-half  miles 
southwest  of  Woodruff.  The  attendance  and  at- 
tention were  excellent  throughout  the  meetings. 
This  being  a  new  point,  our  brother  took  up  a 
course  of  doctrinal  subjects.  Many  were  much  im 
pressed  by  these  discourses.  The  meetings  con- 
tinued until  Sunday,  Feb.  9,  when  four  were  buried 
with  Christ  in  Christian  baptism,  with  six  appli- 
cants to  be  received  by  baptism  in  the  near  future. 

As  nearly  all  our  members  that  are  here  now  are 
young  in  the  cause,  the  church  decided  to  hold  a 
love  feast  for  the  benefit  of  those  that  have  recently 
united  with  the  church.  The  feast  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  8,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and 
attentive  audience.  Nineteen  members  surround- 
ed the  Lord's  Table.  It  was  indeed  a  feast  to  the 
soul! 

The  church  met  in  council  Feb.  15.  Kid.  J.  R. 
Garber  acted  as  Chairman.  All  business  was  trans- 
acted with  the  best  of  feeling.  At  this  meeting 
brethren  Charles  Hartzog  and  Henry  Scofield 
were  chosen  delegates  to  District  Meeting.  Sister 
Georgia  Ellrod  was  chosen  for  church  correspond- 
ent; sister  Anna, Hutchison,  Clerk.  Bro.  Garber 
remained  with  us  over  Sunday  and  preached  three 
soul-cheering  sermons  to  large  and  attentive  con- 
gregations. Mary  M.  Jarboe. 

Republican  City,  Nebr.,  Feb.  17. 


From  Huntington,  Ind. 


Ouk  services  with  the  brethren  and  sisters  in 
Huntington,  Ind.,  commenced  on  the  evening  of 
Jan.  9.  Bro.  Noah  Fisher  took  charge  of  the  work 
in  this  city  in  the  fall  of  1893.  By  his  energy,  the 
members'  zeal  and  God's  blessing,  the  cause  has 
prospered.  At  the  start  they  were  but  a  small 
band,  unorganized,  and  met  for  services  in  the 
courthouse.  They  now  occupy  a  large  brick 
churchhouse  within  two  squares  of  the  courthouse. 
Bro.  Fisher  has  baptized  about  sixty.  Their  nu- 
merical strength  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty. 
The  Brethren  hold  a  good  congregation.  During 
our  stay  other  churches  in  the  city  were  carrying  on 
revival  services,  with  railroad  meetings  in  the  court- 
house. Our  congregations  were  encouraging, 
while  the  Methodists,  one  square  away,  closed 
their  meetings  for  want  of  attendance,  without  any 
conversions. 

I  never  visited  a  Brethren's  church  in  a  city, 
where  I  found  so  many  outside  friends  as  I  did  in 
Huntington,  Ind.  The  cause  bids  fair.  Their 
singing  is  excellent.  A  large  portion  of  the  mem- 
bers are  free  to  take  part  in  the  prayer  and  social 
service.  Their  order  is  to  be  commended.  The 
brethren,  with  few  exceptions,  observe  the  princi- 
ples of  plainness.  There  were  a  number  of  women 
baptized  from  fashionable  circles  in  the  city  during 
our  stay.  I  noticed  them  sitting  with  the  sisters, 
with  their  bonnets  off  and  their  prayer-covering  on, 
after  their  baptism.     Bro.    Fisher  teaches  and  en-' 


140 


•xoecm  qosifeixj  SffmssEnsra-iBiK.. 


February  29,  1896. 


joins  the  rules  and  plain  usages  of  the  church.  As 
a  result  the  cause  prospers,  with  the  Lord's  bless- 
ing, and  the  church  receives  the  very  universal 
commendation  of  the  masses  in  the  city.  I  found 
the  influence  of  the  church  visibly  felt. 

Their  sisters'  mission,  in  behalf  of  the  poor  chil- 
dren, needs  help.  Will  not  the  churches  in  their 
State  District  aid  them?  Their  calls  are  beyond 
their  means.  I.  J.  Rosf.nberger. 


From  the  Octavla  Church,  Nebr. 

Bro.  James  Flory,  of  Shickley,  Nebr.,  State  Sup- 
erintendent of  the  Brethren's  Sunday  schools  of 
Nebr.,  came  to  us  Jan.  18,  and  remained  till  the 
2lst.  In  that  time  he  preached  one  night,  and  gave 
us  four  day  meetings.  During  the  last  gntherings 
he  gave  instructions  as  to  the  best  methods  of  ad- 
vancing the  Sunday  school  work.  Bro.  Flory  un- 
derstands his  work  well,  and  he  gave  us  much  light 
on  the  subject.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday 
school  at  this  place,  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with 
Bro.  David  G.  Wine  as  Superintendent,  assisted  by 
Bro.  John  Streeter. 

Jan.  15,  Bro.  S.  M.  Forney,  from  Kearney,  Nebr., 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  our  congrega- 
tion, and  continued  until  Feb.  2.  A  part  of  the 
time  we  also  had  day  meetings.  On  these  occa- 
sions Bro.  Forney  gave  us  instructions  on  outlines  of 
Bible  studies,  which  were  very  instructive  and  ap- 
preciated by  all.  Five  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side, 
ranging  in  years  from  eleven  to  thirteen.  May  God 
bless  these  dear  lambs,  that  they  may  hold  out 
faithful! 

Feb.  3,  Bro  Forney  and  a  few  of  the  Brethren 
and  sisters  went  thirty  miles  south  and  west  of  this 
place,  and  held  a  week's  meetings  in  the  Green 
Leaf  Methodist  church,  where  four  of  our  members 
live.  Here  Bro.  Forney  preached  a  course  of  doc- 
trinal sermons  which  were  well  received.  The  in- 
terest at  this  place  was  very  good,  and  the  meetings 
closed  too  soon. 

A  few  have  promised  to  unite  with  us  in  the  near 
future.  John  G.  Kilhefner. 

Octavia,  Nebr.,  Feb.  if. 


From  the  Manassas  Church,  Va. 

We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  Jan.  4,  in 
the  Cannon  Branch  house.  The  attendance  was 
not  large,  but  all  the  business  was  disposed  with 
the  best  of  feeling.  Our  elder  being  absent,  Bro. 
A.  Conner  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  meeting. 
Among  the  business  transacted  was  the  appointing 
of  a  sexton,  a  committee  to  erect  a  fence,  and  an 
agent  for  the  Gospel  Messenger  and  Missionary 
Visitor.  We  are  making  efforts  to  have  the  Gospel 
Messenger  in  every  family  of  members. 

Our  Bible  Class  meets  every  Friday  evening  in 
the  church.  We  have  not  missed  an  evening  since 
we  organized  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The  subject 
discussed  at  our  last  meeting  was,  "  Christian  Ob- 
ligations." ^  The  next  will  be  "The  Operation  of 
the  Spirit."  These  meetings  are  practical,  inter- 
esting and  beneficial. 

Bro.  S.  H.  Horning,  of  South  Dakota,  is  now 
among  us,  looking  for  a  home  in  a  milder  clime. 
Two  families  from  Pennsylvania  are  expected  to 
move  among  us  in  about  two  weeks.  We  welcome 
all  loyal  and  zealous  members  among  us.  We  have 
room  for  many  more.  J.  E   Blough. 

Feb.  18. 


Mission  Work  Among  the  Negroes. 

In  No.  13,  of  Gospel  Messenger  of  1895,  Bro. 
J.  H.  Moore  said  that  some  of  our  earnest  mission- 
aries should  open  up  missions  among  the  negroes 
of  the  South.  Nearly  one  year  has  passed  since 
Bro.  Moore's  editorial,  and  yet  there  is  no  re- 
sponse. What  is  the  matter,  Brethren?  Why  not 
start  a  negro  mission  fund  and  send  some  of  our 
self-sacrificing  brethren  down  to  the  negroes?  We 
have  but  few  negroes  here  in  Nebraska,  and  I 
think,  from  what  I  know  of  them,  more  of  them  are 
church  members  than  among  the  white  population, 
for  some  cause.     I  do  not  know  of  a  negro  brother 


in  this  State.  I  fear  the  fault  is  ours  and  not  theirs. 
Come,  brethren,  let  us  not  be.  afraid  of  color/  The 
salvation  of  souls  should  be  our  work.  In  distrib- 
uting tracts  I  always  take  special  pains  to  give  the 
colored  people  our  tracts.  They  arc  much  pleaded 
to  be  noticed.  It  looks  as  if  we  might  call  a  negro 
mission  meeting  at  some  period  of  our  next  Annual 
Meeting  and  organize.  I  am  satisfied  it  will  have 
many  warm  supporters  among  our  Brethren  who 
have  the  love  of  souls  at  heart. 

A.  M.  T.  Miller. 
Pickrell,  Nebr. 

Remarks. — It  would  not  be  in  keeping  with  our 
methods  of  doing  business  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  kind  suggested,  without  the  consent  of  the 
General  Mission  Board  and  the  concurrence  of 
the  Standing  Committee.  However,  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  any  congregation  to  ask  its  District  to  pe- 
tition the  Annual  Meeting  to  adopt  measures  for 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  negroes.  But 
for  the  information  of  the  friends  of  this  move- 
ment we  will  here  state,  that  the  General  Mission 
Board  has  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  and  sub- 
mit to  the  Board  for  consideration,  a  plan  for 
reaching  the  colored  people  with  the  Gospel.  If 
any  one  has  suggestions  to  offer  concerning  the 
proper  method  of  doing  effectual  work  among  the 
colored  people,  the  committee  will  take  pleasure  in 
considering  them  before  making  recommendations 
to  the  Board.  All  such  suggestions  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Office  Editor  of  the  Messenger. 
Suggestions  from  members  residing  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  who  have  had  more  or  less  experience 
with  the  negroes  of  the  South,  are  especially  so- 
licited.—Ed. 


Notice  to  the  Brethren  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Brethren's  Mutual 
Aid  Association  will  be  held  in  the  Pleasant  Grove 
church,  Douglas  County,  Kansas,  April  9,  on  the 
day  following  District  Meeting.  All  questions  or 
suggestions  intended  for  the  meeting  should  be 
sent  to  the  Secretary  as  below. 

B.  S.  Katherman. 

1240  N.   Y.  St.,  Lawrence,  Kans. 


Notice. 

The  churches  of  Southeastern  District  of  Kansas 
will  please  not  send  any  more  missionmoney  to  the 
writer  as  he  is  moving  out  of  the  State.  They 
should  send  it  to  S.  E.  Cornelius,  Parsons,  Kans., 
treasurer  of  Mission  Board. 

Samuel  Edgecomb,  District  Solicitor. 

Plumb,  Oklahoma. 

To  the  Solicitors  of  the  Local  Churches  of  the   District 
of  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho. 

I  received  a  letter,  a  short  time  ago,  from  our 
evangelist,  Bro.  G.  C.  Carl,  of  Centralia,  Wash., 
stating  that  his  means  of  support  were  about  ex- 
hausted and  that  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  the 
employment  which  he  had  expected  to  get,  to  help 
support  his  family.  I  wish  to  say  therefore,  to  the 
solicitors  of  the  missionary  cause,  to  make  an  im- 
mediate and  earnest  effort  to  collect  funds  in  their 
respective  churches  as  soon  as  possible,  and  send 
the  amount  to  our  treasurer,  Samuel  Decker, 
Myrtle  Point,  Coos  Co.,  Oregon.  It  seems  to  me  it 
should  be  a  pleasure  to  every  member,  that  has  the 
cause  of  Christ  at  heart,  to  help  support  at  least 
one  minister  in  three  states.  I  think  five  cents  per 
month  by  each  member,  will  more  than  support  our 
brother  and  family.  I  am  sure  if  all  would  think  a 
little  more  of  the  Lord's  cause  and  the  worth  of 
souls,  and  spend  less  for  unneccesary  and  forbidden 
things,  more  would  be  put  into  the  Lord's  treasury, 
where  it  will  do,  perhaps,  countless  good.  I  have 
heard  the  Brethren  preach  from  childhood  up,  but 
have  not  heard  a  missionary  sermon  yet,  nor  any- 
thing, as  to  the  necessity  of  laying  up  and  giving  to 
the  Lord  s  cause,  from  the  sacred  desk,  and  yet  it  is 
one  of  the  plainest  duties,  taught  in  God's  Word 


Dear  brethren,   let  us  wake  up  out  of  this  stupo 
and  not  be  so  slothful  in  the  Lord's  business. 

J.  B.  Lehman. 
Salem,  Ore.,  Feb.  16. 


From  the  Hickory  Grove  Church,   Miami  County,  Ohio. 

According  to  previous  arrangements  Bro.  Sam- 
uel Horning,  of  New  Lebanon,  Ohio,  came  to  us 
Jan.  18,  to  assist  in  conducting  a  series  of  meetings. 
The  meetings  were  held  in  the  Grove  house. 
Though  the  weather,  most  of  the  time,  was  very  in- 
clement, and  the  roads  quite  bad,  the  interest  was 
very  good  and,  under  the  circumstances,  the  attend- 
ance was  good.  Much  good  was  done  by  the  meet- 
ings in  the  spiritual  strengthening  of  the  mem- 
bership and  the  opening  up  of  some  new  possibili- 
ties, showing  us  what  might  be  accomplished  by  ear- 
nest thought  and  work.  Bro.  Horning  did  his  part 
well.     The  meetings  closed  Feb.  2. 

Feb.  16  we  commenced  a  singing  school  with 
Bro.  Studebaker,  of  Flora,  Ind.,  as  teacher.  The 
school  at  this  writing  promises  to  be  interesting 
and,  we  trust,  profitable.  Jacob  Coppock. 

Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio. 

From  Frankfort,  Ohio. 

Our  church  here  is  small,  but  the  membership  is 
faithful,  and  the  meetings  are  kept  up,  with  in- 
creasing interest.  Both  races  manifest  a  growing 
interest  in  what  is  said  and  done.  Bro.  James  May, 
of  Circleville,  twenty-two  miles  distant,  who  is  our 
elder,  visits  us  every  first  and  third  Sunday.  He  is 
earnest,  zealous,  and  conscientious  in  his  labor,  and 
the  Lord  blesses  his  effort.  Some  of  our  members 
have  died,  some  have  moved  away  and  some  have 
fallen  away,  but,  thank  God,  we  are  moving  upward: 
to  that  heavenly  home. 

Our  former  pastor,  Bro.  Harvey  Carter,  passed 
away  Sept.  25,  1894,  aged  sixty-six  years  and  nine 
months.  He  died  in  the  full  triumph  of  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jesus,  whom  he  loved  so  dearly.  He- 
faithfully  served  this  church  about  twenty-five 
years,  and  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  did  his  duty  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian,  and  is 
greatly  missed  among  us.  The  church  purposes 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  lasting  three  days, 
commencing  on  Friday  before  Easter.  We  hope  to 
have  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  us  on  that  occasion, 
to  strengthen  our  hands.  If  any  of  the  Brethren 
are  passing  our  way,  we  would  be  pleaseet  to  have, 
them  stop  and  assist  us.   '      Martha  A.  Caster.. 

Feb.  21. 


From  Lordsburg  Church,  Cal. 

Bro.  A.  Hutchison  has  closed  a  series  of  doc- 
trinal sermons  on  Sunday  evening  Feb.  16.  The  at- 
tendance was  large  and  attention  excellent.  As  an. 
immediate  result  one  made  the  good  confession. 

In  the  twenty-five  sermons  that  he  delivered  in 
chapel,  he  did  not  open  the  Bible  once  even  to  read 
the  text,  but,  in  referring  to  the  Bible,  in  every  in- 
stance he  named  the  book,  chapter,  and  verse,  and 
quoted  his  proof  texts  correctly.  Is  it  not  remark- 
able what  one  can  master  by  giving  his  attention, 
wholly  to  one  thing? 

His  sermons  are  so  forcible  that  while  the  hearer 
may  not  be  willing  to  accept  the  doctrine,  he  is 
nevertheless  convinced  of  the  truth.  His  work, 
while  with  us,  has  benefited  the  Lordsburg  church 
much. 

Feb.  2,  our  dear  aged  brother,  John  Metzger,  be- 
ing quite  ill,  requested  the  elders  to  anoint  him, 
which  was  attended  to.  His  sons-in-law,  Andrew 
and  Stephen  Shively,  and  his  daughter  Katy,  resid- 
ing at  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  were  notified  of  their  father's 
d,  in  harmony  with  his  request,  they  came 


and 


now  enjoying  one 


other's  so- 


ciety. The  old  soldier  was  again  able  to  attend 
services  in  chapel  last  Lord's  Day,  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  present.  Praise  the  Lord  for  his  loving 
kindness!  3.   F.  Masterson. 

Feb.  rg. 


February  29,  1896. 


TUB   GOSPEL   MESSENGER.. 


Mi 


Notes  *  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

'     T^cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 

Diona,  111.— I  just  closed  an  eight  days'  series  of 
meetings  in  the  City  of  Decatur.  Two  precious 
souls  were  baptized  into  Christ  in  Coles  County. 
We  have  bad  roads,  but  fair  congregations. — Geo. 
W.  Cripe,  Feb.  ig. 

Mound  Valley,  Okla.— This  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  Feb.  I.  All  business  was  disposed  of 
pleasantly.  Bro.  Ennis,  a-fter  attending  the  coun- 
cil,  remained  and  preached  until  Feb.  10,  deliver- 
in<r,  in  all,  eleven  sermons.  The  interest  and  at- 
tendance were  good. — Anna  L.  Herren,  Thomas, 
Okla.,  Feb.  11. 

Dry  Creek,  Iowa.— Eld.  Jacob  Witmore  came  to 
us  Jan.  29,  and  labored  with  us  until  Feb.  21,  in- 
clusive, preaching  twenty-seven  sermons,  most  of 
which  were  doctrinal  and  much  appreciated  by  us. 
The  congregation  seemed  glad  to  listen  to  the  pure 
Gospel,  preached  in  its  simplicity  and  power,  thus 
preparing  the  hearts  for  seed.  Much  good  seed 
was  sown.  One  soul  that  had  wandered  away  came 
home.  Bro.  Witmore  leaves  here  for  Garrison, 
Iowa,  where  he  will  remain  several  weeks,  laboring 
for  the  Lord. — L.  D.  Bosscrman,  Robins,  Iowa, 
Feb.  21. 

Altoona,   Pa. — Since   our   last   report   from  this 
place  there  were  twelve  more  added  to  the  church. 
One   bruth 
the   Bellwo 
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of  meetings 
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395.    We  are 
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place    and 
-eight   breth 
sisters.    This  is  the  result  of  a  serit 
which  was  conducted   by    our    horn 
W.  Wilt.     The    Bellwood   meetinghc 
cated  the  last  Sunday  in  December, 
told   there  are  still  some  more  to 
One  sister  was  baptized  that  had  b' 
of  another  denomination  for  forty-two  years. — Mrs. 
L,  A.  Kephart,  Feb.  17. 

Gunnersville,    Ohio.  —  The   members   near  this 
have  had  no  series  of  meetings  for  two  years 
half.     We   had  only   three   meetings  every 
four  weeks,   and   often    only   every 
What  we   need    is    more    spiritual 
said  to  Peter,  "  Feed  my  sheep."     If 
ly  feed  our  flocks  once  a  month  we 
pect  a  very  thrifty  flock.     Upon  the    other   ham 
the  flock  should  not  forget  the  time  and  place  1 
feeding,  and  assemble  there  for  the  purpose  of  bi 
ing  spiritually  fed.     We  would  be  glad  to  have  any 
of  the  brethren  give  us    a   call  when    passing  this 
way. — C.  Shearer,  Feb.  20. 

Silver  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— We 
richly  fed  with  the  Bread  of  Life  by  o 
loved  ministering  brethren.     Bro.  Pete 


membe 


light 
food.     Christ 
e  should 
Duld   not 


have    been 


Stuckma 


of  N 


tpp.i 


gave  1 


Ind.,  was 
'  grand  less 


rith 


nber 


ch  de- 


Bryan,  Ohio,  als 
ern  part  of  thi: 
Bro.  Wm.  Des 
us  Feb,  1.     H< 


Sellers,   ol 

5  in  theeast- 


1  the  Wal- 


,ns.  We  w 
•Bro.  Gee 
week's  meet 
congregation,  in  the  Unic 
enberg,  of  Ashland,  Ohio 
conducted  the  meetings  in 
nut  Grove  church  of  the  above-named  congrega- 
tion, which  were  continued  until  the  19th.  There 
were  no  accessions  to  the  church,  but  sinners  were 
warned  to  flee  the  wrath  which  is  to  come.  The 
brethren  and  sisters  were  richly  fed  with  the  Bread 
of  Eternal  Life—  A.  A.  Throne,  Pioneer,  Ohio. 

Maple  Grove,  Ohio.— The  church'  at  this  place 
has  just  closed  an  interesting  series  of  meetings, 
conducted  by  Bro.  Jacob  Heastand,  of  Van  Wert 
County,  Ohio.  He  commenced  preaching  Feb.  5 
and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  igth,  preach- 
ing, in  all,  twenty  sermons.  We  had  an  enjoyable 
season  together.  The  hearts  of  all  seemed  to  be 
cheered  and  greatly  encouraged  to  labor  for  a 
greater  degree  of  holiness.  Bro.  Heastand  is  an 
excellent  speaker,  ably  defending  the  Truth.  His 
two  baptized  and  three  re- 
gave  us  the  promise  that  they 
desiring  to  have  the  ordinance 
i  until  a  more  suitable  season. 
Two  others  who  had  wandered  away  from  the  fold 
promised  to  be  reclaimed  at  an  early  date.— Sarah 
/.  Price,  Feb,  20, 
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Mont  Ida,  Kans.— Bro.  Sidney  Hodgden  came  to 
us  Jan.  25  and  preached  nineteen  sermons.  His 
sermons  were  full  of  life  and  power  that  comes 
only  from  a  close  life  to  Christ,  and  study  of  the 
Word.  Four  were  baptized  into  the  church— one 
sister  and  three  brethren.  He  was  assisted  by  Bro. 
Jesse  Studebaker.— George  Colbert. 

Edna  Mills,  Ind.— Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewis- 
town,  Pa.,  commened  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Pleasant  View  meetinghouse  Jan.  2S  and  closed 
Feb.  16.  He  preached  the  Word  in  a  plain,  simple 
way,  so  all  could  understand.  The  interest  was 
good,  and  the  attendance  fair.  Four  were  baptized 
and  several  more  almost  persuaded.— John  E.  Mels- 
ger,  Feb.  18. 

Fort  Collins,  Colo.— The  Poudre  Valley  church 
met  in  council  Jan.  11.  Brethren  Goughenour  and 
Whistler  were  with  us.  They  preached  twice  Jan, 
12.  Feb.  9  brethren  Goughenour  and  Snowbergct 
anointed  Bro.  Ulrich,  who  is  very  low  with  heart 
disease.  We  have  no  minister  nearer  than  thirty- 
five  miles.  We  wish  that  one  would  locate  with 
us!     We  will  welcome  all  Brethren.-/  F.  Shuck. 

Loramie  Church,  Ohio.— This  church  held  their 
quarterly  council  Feb.  15,  Our  elder,  I,  J.  Rosen- 
berger,  presided.  A  Christian  spirit  was  manifest- 
ed, and  the  business  was  disposed  of  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  It  was  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings,  commencing  April  18  and  closing  with 
Communion  services  April  25.  Bro.  Rosenberger 
has  kindly  consented  to  conduct  these  meetings. — 
John  F.  Soudcrs,  Oran,  Ohio. 

Spring  River  Church,  Mo.— The  Brethren  here 
art-  conducting  a  series  of  meetings  in  Avilla,  in 
charge  of  the  home  ministers.  Bro.  C.  Holdeman 
is  giving  a  talk  on  church  doctrine  at  present.  On 
Sunday  night  the  subject  was,  "The  Setting  up  of 
the  Kingdom;"  last  night,  "The  Design  of  Bap- 
tism;" to-night,  "The  Mode  of  Baptism."  Still 
other  subjects  are  to  follow.  We  had  fair  attend- 
ance which  is  still  on  the  increase,-/,  K.  Shively, 
Avilla.  Mo. 

Clay  Hill,  Pa.— We  just  closed  a  very  interesting 
and  profitable  meeting  at  the  Mt.  Zion  meeting- 
house. Bro.  Thomas  J.  Kolb,  of  Double  Pipe  Creek, 
Md.,  gave  us  ten  sermons  which  were  sound  in  doc- 
trine and  full  of  argument.  While  there  were  no 
immediate  accessions,  we  hope  the  seed  sown  by 
our  dear  brother  may  be  as  "  bread  cast  upon  the 
water."  We  begin  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Brown's  Mill  meetinghouse  March  3.  Bro.  Wm.  A. 
Gaunt,  of  Somerset  County,  is  to  do  the  preach- 
ing —  Wm.  A.  Anthony,  Feb.  18. 

Fort  Scott,  Kans. — The  members  of  the  Fort 
Scott  church  commenced  a  daily  prayer  meeting 
the  second  of  this  month.  As  Bro.  Albert  Smith, 
of  Adrian,  Mo.,  happened  to  be  passing  through 
here  on  the  seventh,  we  put  him  to  work  and  the 
meetings  have  been  continued  right  along.  We 
cannot  tell  how  soon  they  will  stop.  There  is  also 
other  ministerial  help  here  now.  So  far  there  have 
been  seven  baptized.  There  are  five  more  appli- 
cants, and  one  is  to  be  reclaimed.  We  ask  the 
united  prayers  of  the  whole  Brotherhood  in  behalf 
of  the  Master's  cause  here,  that  many  more  sinners 
may  put  on  Christ  in  baptism.  We  expect  to  con- 
tinue as  long  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  doing 
good.— A.  B.  Fisher,  Feb.  iq. 

Cavendish,  Idaho.— Eld.  Barklow  and  wife,  and 
Bro.  Stiverson  and  wife,  of  Moscow,  have  been 
preaching  here  for  two  weeks.  The  old  Gospel 
and  practice  of  the  Brethren  is  new  here.  This 
new  thing  has  been  fairly  introduced.  One  sister 
was  baptized  and  others  almost  persuaded.  A 
church  has  been  organized  with  a  membership  of 
fifteen,  including  two  ministers  and  two  deacons. 
It  is  known  as  the  Grafton  church.  This  church  is 
near  the  line  of  the  Nez  Perces  Reservation,  which 
was  opened  to  the  homesteader  Oct.  18.  This  is  a 
healthy  climate.  It  is  a  good  farming,  stock  and 
fruit  growing  region.  I  long  to  see  the  Brethren 
come  and  help  build  up  the  cause  of  Zion  in  this 
goodly  land.— Daniel  Cosner,  Feb.  6. 


Wolf  Creek,  Ohio.  —  Bro.  "  Colonel  "  Bagwell 
came  to  the  Eversole  meetinghouse  Feb.  6,  and  re- 
mained until  the  18th,  preaching  with  great  simplic- 
ity and  earnestness  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  One 
young  man  was  baptized.  —John  Calvin  Bright. 

Monticello,  Ind.— In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  6, 
page  92,  my  article  reads;  "Bro.  Dilling,  now  at 
Mt.  Morris,  did  the  preaching."  It  should  be  "  Bro. 
David  Dilling  did  the  preaching."  The  clause, 
"now  at  Mt.  Morris,"  was  not  intended  to  be  there. 
— J.  A.  Weaver,  Feb.  21. 

Portage  Church,  Ohio.  —  The  Brethren  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  our  Central  house 
on  the  evening  of  Feb.  17.  The  home  ministers 
are  doing  the  preaching.  The  interest  seems  very 
good,  considering  the  very  cold  weather.—/.  B, 
Kyser,  Cloverdale,  Ohio,  Feb.  20. 

Millstone,  Md.— On  the  evening  of  Feb.  7  Bro. 
John  Bennett,  of  Artemas,  Bedford  County,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Licking  Creek 
church,  continuing  till  Feb.  14,  preaching,  in  all, 
fourteen  soul-cheering  sermons.  While  the  breth- 
ren and  sisters  were  encouraged,  sinners  were  made 
to  tremble.  One  precious  soul  was  made  willing  to 
forsake  sin  and  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  and 
many  more  are  counting  the  cost. — Jacob  S.  Keller. 

Hurricane  Creek  Church,  III— Last  Saturday 
was  our  regular  quarterly  council.  Our  elder,  Hen- 
ry Lilligh,  presided  over  the  meeting.  We  had  a 
pleasant  meeting.  Not  very  much  business  came 
before  the  council.  The  roads  were  very  muddy. 
We  had  not  a  very  large  attendance.  We  decided 
to  get  a  minister  to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings 
next  fall.  We  also  decided  to  open  a  Sunday 
school  April  1. —  Cornelius  Kesslcr,  Smithboro,  III,, 
Feb.  20. 

Baltimore,  Md.— It  is  well  with  us  in  Baltimore. 
We  are  arranging  for  more  active  mission  work  in 
the  near  future,  the  Lord  willing.  Just  at  this 
time  we  are  in  the  midst  of  severe  cold  weather. 
Thanks  be  to  God  for  the  much  good  news  that  ap- 
pears weekly  in  the  Messenger.  It  is  the  most 
welcome  visitor  to  my  office,  proving  a  very  good 
stimulus.  May  the  Messenger  ever  prove  a  source 
of  great  knowledge  and  encouragement  to  our  be- 
loved peoplel— /.  5.  Geiser,  Feb.  19. 

York,  Pa.— After  enjoying  a  season  of  grace  with 
Bro.  S.  H.  Utz,  of  New  Market,  Md.,  who  had  been 
working  for  the  Master's  cause  in  our  midst,  we 
were  visited  by  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  of  Hunts- 
dale,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.  Bro.  Albert  came  in 
our  midst  Jan.  28  and  labored  with  us  till  Feb.  13. 
He  preached,  in  all,  eighteen  sermons  which  will 
long  be  remembered  by  many.  The  cords  of  love 
have  been  strengthened,  hearts  have  become  more 
sincere,  and  souls  have  been  brought  to  Christ. 
There  are  still  more  that  are  counting  the  cost. 
We  feel  deeply  impressed  that  many  have  been 
made  to  feel  the  "  power  of  God,"  and  yet  desire  to 
stay  in  their  sins  rather  than  come  out  on  the 
Lord's  side.—/.  P.  Lehman,  Feb.  IQ. 

Prairie  City,  Iowa.— Wc  have  just  closed  an  in- 
teresting series  of  meetings  in  our  new  church- 
house  near  this  place,  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  R. 
Taylor,  of  Deep  River,  Iowa.  He  gave  us  lectures 
on  Bible  history,  giving  dates  of  prominent  events 
and  sketches  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  pa- 
triarchs and  prophets.  Their  travels  were  illus- 
trated on  a  Biblical  chart,  showing  the  places 
where  miracles  and  remarkable  acts  were  per- 
formed. Practical  applications  were  drawn,  im- 
pressing Bible  facts  indelibly  upon  the  minds  of 
the  young,  and  all  interested  in  the  study  of  the 
Bible.  He  also  preached  to  us  of  the  duties, 
needs,  advantages  and  rewards  of  promulgating  the 
Master's  work  along  the  different  lines  of  mission 
work.  Our  church  donated  SlO  to  be  used  in  mis- 
sion work.  The  church  was  made  stronger  and 
good  seed  was  sown  in  our  midst.  One  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side.  Notwithstanding  bad  roads 
and  dark  nights,  we  had  good  attendance.  Our 
congregations  frequently  numbered  over  two  hun- 
dred.—/. L.  Thomas,  Feb.  ly. 
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Quinter,  Kans.— Hro.  John  Crist,  of 
Gardner,  Kans.,  came  here  Jan.  19  and 
remained  until  Feb.  5,  preaching,  in 
all,  eighteen  very  interesting  sermons. 
The  attendance  and  interest  were 
good.  One  young  brother  was  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism  Jan. 
19.— Martha  E.  Roach,  Feb.  ly. 

Waterford,  Ind.— Hro.  S.  N.  Ever- 
sole,  of  North  Dakota,  came  to  us  on 
the  evening  of  Feb.  15,  preaching  for 
us  that  evening.  On  Sunday 
preached  three  discourses,  making 
four  in  all.  They  were  Gospel  ser- 
mons, and  the  heart  and  soul  of  the 
little  band  of  believers  at  this  place 
were  made  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord. — R, 
J.  Shrevc,  Feb.  ly. 

Golden  Spring  Church,  Nebr.—  Eld. 
G.  W.  Stambaugh  came  to  us  Feb.  8, 
and  continued  preaching  until  the 
17th.  The  meetings  were  well  attend- 
ed considering  much  sickness  in  the 
town  and  surrounding  country.  Bro. 
Stambaugh  preached  two  funerals 
while  here.  Although  we  are  but  few 
in  number,  the  church  is  in  good  work- 
ing order. — Jesse  E.  Him'er,  Decatur, 
Nebr.,  Feb.  17. 

Beaver  Creek,  Va.  —  Eld.  David 
Bowman,  of  Missouri,  came  to  us  Jan 


Jul," 


He 


continued  two  weeks,  preaching,  in  all 
nineteen  soul-cheering  sermons.  Bro 
Bowman's  stay  among  us  was  highly 
appreciated.  We  were  made 
account  of  the  meeting  closing  too 
soon.  We  never  had  better  interest 
and  attendance.  Bro.  Bowman  is  now 
visiting  among  the  different  churches 
in  the  Valley.— M.  B.  Miller,  Spring 
Creek,  Va.,  Feb.  16. 

Richland  Church,  Ohio.— The  mem- 
bers met  in  quarterly  council  Feb.  S. 
Considerable  business  was  transacted. 
Bro-  Joseph  Rothrock  was  chosen  to 
represent  us  as  delegate  in  District 
Meeting.  The  writer  was  chosen  as 
Superintendent.  The  church  made 
choice  of  Eld.  S.  M.  Loose,  of  the 
Green  Spring  church,  as  our  elder. 
Our  Communion  services  will  be  held 
June  6  and  7  at  sister  Kendall's,  six 
tniles  north  of  Mansfield,  Ohio.—/  C. 
Kline,  Shelby,  Ohio,  Feb.  l7. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Iowa.— We  met  in 
quarterly  council  Feb.  15,  and  ar- 
ranged for  a  love  feast  to  be  held  May 
29  at  3  P.  M.  The  members  voted  to 
effect  a  separate  church  organization 
in  the  near  future.  We  decided  to 
leave  the  electing  of  the  Sunday 
school  officers  to  the  congregation 
with  the  understanding  that  they  must 
be  members  of  our  church.  We  also 
decided  to  hold  meetings  every  al- 
ternate week,  Saturday  night,  Sunday 
and  Sunday  night;  also  social  meeting 
on  Sunday  nights.  It  was  also 
cided  to  hold  one  week's  meetin 
connection  with  the  Communion,  hop- 
ing that  some  of  the  Brethren  will 
remember  us  on  their  way  to  or  from 
Annual  Meeting.  We  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  in  September. 
The  Lord  willing,  Bro.  Hutchison  and 
his  daughter  will  be  with  us  then. 
We  think  there  was  much  good  seed 
sown  here,  when  Bro.  Hutchison  was 
with  us  before,  and  now,  with  the  aid 
of  his  daughter  in  the  song-service, 
still  more  may  be  done.  Our  council 
passed  off  harmoniously. — Mrs.  J.  T. 
Couser. 


Mohican  Church,  Ohio.— Feb.  15  we 
met  in  quarterly  council.  Consider- 
able business  was  transacted,  but  all 
was  disposed  of  in  Gospel  love.  The 
different  treasuries  were  replenished. — 
*ilas  Wcidman,  Burbank,  Ohio,  Feb.  17. 
Bethel,  Nebr.— A  Bible  Normal  was 
held  at  this  place,  beginning  Jan.  29 
and  closing  Feb.  15.  We  had  four 
lessons  a  week.  The  Normal  was  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  H.  E.  Price,  from 
Beatrice,  Nebr.  The  lessons  were 
interesting  and  instructive  and  well  at' 
tended. —  Clara  Hochstcdler,  Carleton, 
Nebr. 

Maple  Valley  Church,  Iowa.  - 
Brethren  Albert  Nicodemus  and  Tobi 
as  Myers  came  among  us  Dec.  24 
Bro.  Myers  preached  to  an  interested 
congregation  on  Christmas  Day.  The 
Brethren  met  in  council  Dec.  26,  when 
Bro.  Nicodemus  accepted  the  over- 
sight of  this  church.  The  church  de- 
cided to  meet  quarterly  hereafter,  on 
the  first  Thursday  in  March,  June, 
September  and  December.  Bro.  Chas. 
Hillary,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
came  here  Jan.  2,  and  remained  until 
Feb.  6,  preaching,  in  all,  eighteen  ser- 
mons, and  conducting  one  Bible  read- 
g  service.  While  there  were  no  ac- 
issions  to  the  church  during  these 
eetings,  we  yet  believe  much  good 
as  done.  The  members  are  much 
encouraged  in  the  good  work.  There 
are  many  good  people  among  us 
whose  hearts  are  in  sympathy  with 
the  church,  but  who,  as  yet,  stand 
aloof  from  her  fellowship.— Frank  Lch- 
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SH1LLINGBURG.-In  the  Alleghany  con- 
l'a.,  Feb.  2,  1896,  after  a  brief  ■  11- 

d  John  F.  Shillingburg,  aged  about 

44  years.  He  leaves  a  wife  (a  sister)  with  four 
small  children,  and  many  friends  and  relatives. 
He  made  no  religious  profession,  though  he 
was  a  friend  to  the  Brethren  church.  Funer- 
al discourse  in  the  Presbyterian  church  by 
Eld.  I.  W.  Abernathy,  from  Amos  4:  12. 

Raphael  Baker. 

WEAVER— In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  9,  1806,  John  Henry 
Weaver,  son  of  Bro.  George  and  sister  Marthi 
Weaver,  aged  22  days.  He  was  the  fourth 
victim  of  diphtheria  since  J 
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many  thinking  men  and  women  the  "in- 
ional  church  "  seems  hardly,  as  yet,  an 
established    reality.     Its   purposes,  scope  and 
management    are   not   widely   comprehended; 
id  yet  the  movement  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
arkable  activities  of  the  modern  philanthrop- 
and    religious   world.    A   number  of  great 
stitutional  churches,  with  all  their  eduration- 
al  and  rescue  agencies,  may  be  found  busily 
it  work   in   the   large   cities  of   this    country 
o-day,  and  the  work  of  several   will  be  de- 
scribed in  The  Sunday  School  Times  by  noted 
leaders  in  this  field.     In  the  issue  of  Feb.  22, 
the  Rev.  John  L.  Scudder  writes:  "  The  key- 
of  institutional  work  is  ministering  to  the 
e  man,  and   interesting  yourself  in  every 
department  of  his  being;"  and  he  proceeds  to 
II  how  this  is  done  at  the  Jersey  City  Taber- 
icle,  in  its  five  buildings  teeming  with  busy 
workers,  and  planned  to  suit  the  special  needs 
of   the    community.    John    D.  Wattles  &  Co., 
31  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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WINTER-FLORA.-At  the  residence  of 
Bro.  H.  D.  Finch,  near  Azusa,  Cal„  Feb.  12, 
1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Nelson  B. 
Winter,  of  Monrovia,  Cal„  and  sister  Carrie 
Flora,  ol  Ajusa,  Cal.  c.  Wine. 

MEYERS-MILLER.-At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  near  Glendale,  Ariz.,  Feb.  6, 
1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  William  M. 
Meyers  and  Miss  Jennie  C.  Miller,  both  of 
Glendale.  Peter  Fornev. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


KOHR.-In  the  Tower  City  church,  Pa., 
Feb.  5,  1896,  sister  Barbara  Kohr,  wife  of 
Michael  Kohr,  aged  54  years,  3  months  and 
24  days.  She  has  been  a  devoted,  faithful  sis- 
ter  for  some  years.  Her  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  at  the  Moonshine  church.  Services  by 
Eld.  David  Etter  and  John  Whitmer. 

D.  P.  Zigler. 


HOLDER— In  the  bounds  of  the  Lowe: 
Fall  Creek  church,  and  just  outside  the  south 
ern  limits  of  the  City  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  Jan 
27,  1896,  little  Bessie  Cleo  Holder,  only  daugh 
ter  of  Wastella  May  and  Frank  Holder,  agec 
1  year,  1  month  and  24  days.  Funeral  service: 
in  the  Lower  Fall  Creek  church,  Jan.  29,  1806 
conducted  by  Eld.  Fred.  Fesler,  assisted  by 
ro.  D.  W.  Gustin.    Text,  Matt.  18:  3. 

HUGHS.— In  the  Coquille  Valley  church, 
Coos  Co.,  Ore.,  Jan.  28,  1896,  sister  Elsie 
Hughs,  aged  15  years,  I  month  and  some  days. 
While  sitting  at  the  fireplace,  Dec.  20,  1895, 
studying  her  lesson,  she  fell  asleep  and  her 
clothes  took  fire,  burning  her  body  so  that 
she  died  Jan.  28.  She  was  anointed  and  ex- 
ercised great  patience  in  her  suffering,  Fu- 
neral improved  by  Thomas  Barklow  and  John 
Bonewitz,  from  the  words,  "  Her  sun  has  gone 
down  while  it  is  yet  day."     Jer.  15:9. 

S.  P.  Van  Dyke 


SIPES— At  Will 

amsport,  Pa.,  Feb.  ,,  1696, 

after  a  short  illnes 

,  Mrs.   H.  W.  Sipes,  be- 

oved  daughter  of 

ister  Susan    Porter,   aged 

39  years,  3  months 

and  18  days.    She  leaves 

sis    small    children, 

the   youngest  a  babe    of 

eleven  hours.    Serv 

ces  by  S.  G.  Reading. 

Mrs.  Annie  Leader. 

ETTER.— At  her  home  in  Litchfield,  111., 
Feb.  9,  1896,  of  consumption,  sister  Christina 
E.  Etter,  aged  50  years,  9  months  and  11  days, 
leaves  a  husband  and  little  daughter. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 
hurch  for  several  years.  Funeral  by  Eld. 
M.  Flory,  of  Girard,  111.,  from  Rev.  14:13,  as- 
,sted  by  C.  C.  Gibson,  of  Girard,  111. 

I.  R.  Beenblossom. 
BRUMBAUGH.— Near  Hartville,  Ohio,  Feb. 
,  1896,  sister  Susan  (Ulrich),  wife  of  Lewis 
Brumbaugh,  aged  69  years,  n  months  and  8 
days.  On  the  morning  of  her  death,  Aunt 
:,  by  a  misstep,  fell  down  a  cellarway 
sustained  such  injuries  as  caused  her 
death  in  four  hours  after  she  fell.  Funeral 
ervices  by  Bro.  Samuel  Sprankle,  assisted  by 
Sro.  Noah  Longanecker,  from  the  words, 
Therefore  be  ye  also  ready;  for  in  such  an 
our  as  ye  think  not  the  Son  of  man  cometh." 

Andrew  Brumbaugh. 
SHIDLER.—In  the  east  arm  of  the  Belle- 
ville church,  Kans.,  July  20,  1895,  sister  Nancy 
Shidler,  aged  about  76  years.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  church  for  fifty  years. 
She  leaves  a  sorrowing  husband  and  five  chil- 
Iren.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  C.  S.  Hol- 
inger,  from  John  14:  2,  3. 

Charles  Ira  McHenry. 
BARLOW.— At  Santa  Fe,  Kans.,  Jan.  23. 
896,  oi  putrid  sore  throat,  sister  Minnie  Ger- 
rude,  daughter  of  A.  A.  and  sister  Francis 
Barlow,  aged  12  years,  1  month  and  19  days. 
Though  quite  young,  sister  Minnie  was  bap- 
ized  April  15,  1894,  and  always  found  much 
Measure  in  serving  her  Master.  Funeral  serv- 
ces  by  the  writer,  from  John  10:  27,  28. 

G.  E.  Studebaker. 
LASLEY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Libertyville 
:hurch,  Van  Buren  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  10,  1896, 
iister    Catharine    Lasley,     aged    80    years,    3 
months  and  25  days.     Funeral  by  the  writer. 
Abraham  Wolf. 


RUNYAN.— In    Longmont,    Colo.,    Fe 
1S96,  Bro.  Isaac  Runyan,  aged  75  y'ears 
came  to  Colorado  in  i860,  heuc 
oldest  settlers  among  the  Breth 
neral  discourse  by  the  writer. 

S.  M.  Goughnour 

BURCH— At  his  home  in  Latty,  pauld 
Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  18,  1895,  Elam  Burch, 
62  years,  6  months  and  17  days.  He 
member  of  the  Christian  church  for  ovei 
by  W.  Taylor. 
Ida  F.  Miller. 

SHULTZ!— In  Meyersdale  congregation 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  6,  1896,  Daniel  Shulh' 
aged  76  years,  9  months  and  3  days.  He  was 
married  to  Catharine  Elizabeth  Crisseiiger 
Dec.  i,  1839.  She  emigrated  from  Germany 
and  came  to  Somerset  County  the  same  year 
In  1840  they  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
There  were  born  unto  them  thirteen  children 
—eight  boys  and  five  girls.  Twelve  of  them' 
still  survive  him.  Seven  of  them  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Brethren  church.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  the  writer,  assisted  by  E.  K.  Hostetler 
and  J.  C.  Johnson.  W.  A.  Gaunt. 

STOUFFER.— In  the  West  Branch  church 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  Feb.  12,  1896,  Benjamin  f] 
Stouffer,  aged  60  years,  8  months  and  19  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
May  23,  1835.  He  then  moved  to  Maryland  in 
1844,  with  his  parents,  and  in  1855  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Koontz.  Four- 
teen children,— four  sons  and  ten  daughters,— 
were  born  to  them.  Three  of  the  daughters 
preceded  him  to  the  future  world.  He  moved 
to  Illinois  in  1876,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death.  He  leaves  a  wife,  seven  daughters  and 
four  sons.  Bro.  Stouffer  served  in  the  minis- 
try a  number  of  years,  and  was  always  faith- 
ful to  the  church  in  every  department  of  his 
work.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the 
Silver  Creek  church,  being  conducted  by 
Joseph  Amick  and  M.  S.  Newcomer.      *  *  * 

LINK.— At  the  home  of  her  brother-in- 
law,  Mr.  Noah  Argabright,  Harrisburg,  Va., 
Nov.  11,  1895,  Mrs.  Nannie  Link,  aged  60 
years,  4  months  and  28  days.  Mrs.  Link  was 
born  at   Beaver   Creek,   Rockingham  Co..  Va, 

She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  since  1857,  and  died  in  the  faith  she 
had  lived.  Her  funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted at  the  Mt.  Sinai  church  by  S.  F.  Sen- 
d  W.  O.  Ewing.  The  remains  were  laid 
in  the  burying-grounds  at  Mt.  Pleasant, 
where  sleeps  her  only  son. 

j.  L.  Argabright. 
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rly  youth.  She  had  been 
feeble  for  some  time.  Funeral  services  by  the 
riter,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  Philpp, 
21.  Her  husband  preceded  her  about  four 
:ars.  She  leaves  three  daughters  and  three 
ns.  G.  W.  Hopwood. 

GINDER'.— At  Tunker,  Ind.,  Jan.  23,  1896, 
of  lung  fever,  Cora  Ann,  daughter  of  brother 
r  Ginder,  aged  16  years,  9 
days,  Two  brothers  preceded 
t  world.  One  brother  and  sis- 
1.  Services  in  the  Brethren 
church  by  Mr.  Keesey,  of  the  U.  B.  church,  as- 
sted  by  Eld.  Krider,  from  I  Tbess.  6:7- 
Cora  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
church.  P.  G.  YODER. 

BLUE.— In  the  Golden  Spring  church, 
Nebr.,  Feb.  11,  1896,  Mary  J.  G.  Blue,  wife  of, 
3ro.  George  Blue,  aged  59  years,  I  month  and 
ig  days.  She  died  from  injuries  received  in 
falling  from  a  wagon,  which  afterwards  passed 
ver  her  body.  After  suffering  for  about  three 
eeks,  she  passed  away,  leaving  a  husband 
nd  three  children.  Funeral  services  by  G. 
W.  Stambaugh,  from  John  5: 25,  26,  to  a  large 
idience. 

HILEMAN.— In  the  Golden  Spring  church, 
Nebr.,  Feb.  13,  1896,  of  old  age,  Bro.  James 
ileman,  aged  80  years,  4  months  and  4  days. 
e  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children.  Funeral 
:rvices  by  G.  W.  Stambaugh,  from  2  Tim. 
6-8,  to  a  crowded  house. 

Jesse  E.  Himleb. 
DOBBINS.— In  the  Mound  Valley  church, 
Okla.,  Oct.  18,  1895,  Myrtle  A.,  youngest  daugh- 
-  of  Bro.  Abram  and  sister  Jane  Dobbins, 
aged  13  years,  10  months  and  25  days.  Funer- 
al by  Eld.  M.  M.  Ennis.    Anna  L.  Herken. 
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Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
Eplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
:  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


Windsor 


European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
145  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Grbgsten,  Prop, 

OHIOAGO.    ILL. 


TI1I1 
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ocnted,  and  the  moat  rospect- 
11  the  City.    The  charges  ate 
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Kites  of  Annual   Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 

'  containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 

date     We  sell  this  work  at  only  &1.50  for  cloth 

binding.     Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy   while  the 

supply  is  still   on  hand.     Those  who  have  the 

0ll 'edition   of  the  "Classified   Mi 
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The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,   $[.50    per 
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MAGEE  &  FUNK, 
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...HOLM  AIM'S... 

S£LF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5%x?  inches, 
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THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sus  Christ,  6the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
M'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -fJa'cob 
begat  Ju'dag  and  his  brethren ; 

3  And  sjQ'daa  begat  Fha'rSg  and 
Za'ra-  of  Tha'mar;    and  ftPha'reg 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum t    So 


POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes.-Not  Akin. 


Also  a  Jew  OOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 

Address: 
4113 


AMERICAN  COFFEE  PLANT 
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New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


Laos  and    Mori 
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if  fi^i-ii-ultiirul  liiii'l.i  ii 
counties,  Jllniu'sotii 
a  on  the  Great  North 
i  located  only  H5  mile 
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$4.00. 


Address,  BBBTUKBS'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  III 


You  Need  It 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac 


irley  and  all  1 

ni,  vegetable-,  ami  potatoes  In  gn 
d  of  best  quality.  The  markets,  « 
e  elosv  proximity  to  Miinn-:i]">lis. 
th  and  West  Superior,  are  the.  ■ 
te  for  shipping  of  grain  being  011 1 
r  hundred.    The  Itinds  are  well 


address,  6  months 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  s 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac. 

ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  co 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  < 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


-Every  fam- 


BretKren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 

inced   classes.     It   contains  the  lesson    text 

id   a  complete     explanation    of   the    lessor 

throughout.     In    preparing    this  quarterly  wt 

keep    constantly    in   view    the    needs    of  the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 


sinnk- an 


■■■ i-.i 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  te  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
Juvenlle    Quarterly.— Prepared    especially  |  ed  to  the  common  reader. 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  Is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illuslrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  vear 10  cents 

6  copies,  per  quarter IS  cents 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pi 
please  send  us  a  trial  order 
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>.  F.  Koch,  176  E   lid  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  01, 
GEO.  A,  M00MAW, 
501  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis.  Minn, 
elusive  Brethren  Agent. 


Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore, 

Fruits,  Special 
ter  Bags,  fooury.  «-"»  ■ --'."""i  X-  --> 
H»T,  Straw,  Grain,  F' 


mo    and    rniHi 
Hides  Dried  Fruits  and 


lie  Gem,"  &u  Beautiful  Can 

gns. 

andscape  and  Birds,  size  2i 


Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red   or 
When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  th< 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplles.-We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdozen.  .  .1    « 


Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (*)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

.       -       Jsco 
•       •      5  So 


Ulnl  1 


Bfinlis,   per   1 


Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  « 


ngravlngs,  perd 


■  quarter. 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  us 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Address,  ,.  '     _„ 

BRHIHRllf'S   PUBLISHING  Co., 

Mi,  Monti,  111, 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Special  prices  to 
agents  desiring  t 
dress;      Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morris,  IU. 


Until  March  1,  1896, 

We  will  sell  the  Commentary  to  any 
one  at  ministers'  rates.  Cloth,  $4.00; 
Half  Leather,  *4-5°;  Half  Morocco, 
$5-00. 


The  Colonics  of  Brethren 
North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along  the 
Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 


And  that  the  Undersigned  will 
be  glad  to  answer  all  inquiries 
concerning 

FREE 

Government  Lands,  subject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  'and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 


tSfBrethren  and  others    who  con 
joining  our  colony  this  spring,  will  pie 


gardiug 


:  and  I  will  be 
freight  and  passenger 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111 


Just  What  You  Want! 


Manchester  College.... 
The  Bible  School. 

[^"Thorough  work  in  a  new,  wel!-organ:zed, 
growing  institution!     Two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  students   enrolled    during   the   first    six 
months!     Spring  Term  opens  March  t8. 
Departments  of  Instruction: 

Collegiate,  Preparatory,  Normal,  Bible,  Com- 
mercial,  Shorthand   and  Typewriting,   Elocu- 


Mcpherson  college, 

Mcpherson,  kansas. 


1  Biblical.    Spring  Term  begir. 
1  Department  is  recognized  by 


s 


■.villi. ,ut  m-lliK  Collin. 


complete  1 


y  other  colleges  ol  I 


Crocker-Huffman 
Land  and  Water  Company. 


MERCED, 

CALIFORNIA. 

f  our  60,000  Acres  we  have  selected  a  portion 

Choicest  Orchard  Land. 

This  we  offer  at  Low  Prices  and  on  very  Easy  Tei 


ter  for  irrigation  11,  ,il>,„i<t,t>,,-c,  at  the  exceedingly 
Low  Rental  ol  Si  per  Acre  per  Annum. 

No  Charge  for  Water  Rights. 

:  Home  Market  in  Merced  City.  Churches  ol  many 
i  nations  and  Public  Schools  convenient  to  all 
.  On  the  lines  of  THREE  RAILROADS.  Before 
r  so  important  a  step  as  selecting  a  home,  investi- 
his  opportunity.    You  will  not  regret  it.    We  shall 


I  our  agent,  Mr.  Willet  Williams. 

ated  pamphlets  and  all  other  in(o 

WILLET  WILLIAMS,  Agent. 

230  Clark  St.,  Chi. 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


Everybody  v 
seudlug  for  a  10 
QUICK  CORN  1 


1  Con 


xot  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 
be  champion  of  all  reme- 
rarts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

The  first  application  stops 
e  applications  remove  the 
eatest  remedies  of  Its  kind 


tbyr 


Orde: 


r  Corn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 
1  10-cent  box  of  Corn  Cure  and  a  25-cent 
of  DUBBEL'S    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    foi 

Agents  wanted   in  every  locality, 


Constipation 

agents  can  make  fri 
Write  qulok  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 
8.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co,,  Pa. 


Catarrh,    Asthma. 
Fever,    Sick    Headache,     Sore    Throat,  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  relief. 

After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 
DR.  EJ.  J.  WORST, 
Patent  applied  for.  ASHLAND,  OHIO- 


DUBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


hand.    It  is  equally  as  good  lor  Coughs, 
1  ol  the  Throat  and  Lungs.  Tightness  00 

iry.    During  the  past  thirteen  years  we 
nfidence  of  thousands  of  people,  who  to- 

ion  eu.ua!  to  it.    We  have  on  file  many 


C.  C.  Coffer  at  ouce; 
ments  for  families  lor  , 
get  this  great  child-sa 


medy  introduced  i 


Cattle  With  Horns 


ARE  DANGEROUS, 


:  growth  ol  horns.  It  is  si 
t  and  would  not  be  without  it. 
sent  prepaid  to  any  addres 
iceipt  ol  price.    Agents  want* 


.rk  ol    B... 
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RASPBERRY  PLANTS 


Gregg,  Ohio,  and  c 


Horst,  Dalton,  Ohio. 


,  $2.50,  per  hundred 
,  Green  Mountain  a 
shels,  *3.aS.    Wlsct 

repaid.     Address, 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"  SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  7,  1896. 


No.  10. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Fcillshei  Weeily,  it  SI. CD  per  Annum,  t; 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,   Illinois. 
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"^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY  as- 
says the  Independent,  "We  hear  that  a  num- 
ber of  influential  members  of  the  Russian  aris- 
tocracy, resident  in  Petersburg,  intend  presenting  a 
petition  to  the  Czar  on  the  occasion  of  his  corona- 
tion in  May  next,  on  behalf  of  the  Stundists  and 
Baptists  now  in  prison  and  in  exile,  and  praying 
for  a  remission  of  their  sentences  and  for  some  ex- 
tension of  freedom  of  religion  which  will  enable 
those  Russians,  at  present  recognized  as  sundered 
from  the  Orthodox  Greek  Church,  to  worship  in 
public  and  without  fear  of  police  molestation.  A 
somewhat  similar  petition  was  prepared  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  Czar's  marriage,  but,  owing  to  some 
want  of  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners,  it 
was  never  presented."  It  seems  that  such  petitions 
are  not  likely  to  be  honored  only  at  the  time  the 
Czar  is  in  the  very  best  of  humor.  Religious  toler- 
ation in  Russia  would  open  up  a  wonderful  field  for 
a  higher  plane  of  Christianity  than  what  is  known 
to  that  country  at  this  time. 

Janet  Jennings,  in  the  Independent,  states  some 
things,  respecting  the  habits  of  the  men  we  send  to 
Washington  City  to  make  laws,  that  are  not  gener- 
ally known.  Commenting  on  the  committee  rooms, 
used  in  the  Capitol  by  the  members  of  Congress 
and  the  Senate,  she  says, — and,  by  the  way,  the 
lady  knows  just  what  she  is  writing  about: — "The 
most  striking  feature,  to  plain  people  who  look  up- 
on national  lawmakers  with  respectful  awe,  is  the 
committee  room  sideboard.  It  is  to  the  sideboard, 
or  on  occasion,  buffet,  that  I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention. Though  all  committee  rooms  are  not  thus 
adorned,  few  committee  rooms  are  complete  with- 
out the  sideboard.  It  is  not  simply  an  ornamental 
piece  of  furniture,  but  a  sideboard  well  supplied 
with  the  choicest  wines  and  liquors,  at  Government 
expense.  There  are  no  party  lines  drawn  at  the 
committee  room  sideboard,  nothing  partisan  about 
it.  Prohibition  does  not  prohibit  any  statesman 
from  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  sideboard.  It 
is  quite  true,  that  there  are  total  abstinence 
men  in  Congress  and  men  less  radical,  though  strict- 


ly temperate;  but  they  are  no  drawback  to  the 
free  use  of  wines  in  committee  rooms,  paid  for  by 
the  Government — and  more  is  the  pity.  I  do  not 
speak  from  idle  rumor."  What  can  we  expect  of  a 
nation  of  people  when  the  law-makers  themselves 
thus  indulge  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors 
wholly  at  the  Government's  expense?  How  can  we 
ever  expect  prohibition  or  even  moderation  in  the 
drinking  habits  in  a  land  where  the  law-makers,  at 
the  expense  of  the  people,  have  fitted  up  for  their 
use  fine  sideboards,  containing  the  most  costly  wines 
and  liquors  to  be  had!  There  is  sin  in  high  places, 
and  we  would  that  it  were  not  so,  for  we  ought  to 
be  able  to  speak  only  in  the  highest  terms  of  those 
who  make  our  laws. 


T, 


The  probationary  system  of  the  M.  E.  church, 
which  places  all  new  converts  on  six  months'  trial 
before  being  received  into  full  fellowship,  has  proved 
to  be  a  failure.  Everybody,  of  course,  knows  that  it 
is  not  Gospel.  According  to  the  Central  Christian 
Advocate,  in  seven  years  a  total  of  1,755,012  proba- 
tioners were  reported.  During  that  period  the  ag- 
gregate of  church  members  was  increased  by  only 
507,696.  The  remaining  1,274,316  are  set  down  as 
"  leakage."  True,  some  of  this  loss  must  be  ac- 
counted for  by  death  and  in  other  ways,  but  after 
all  there  is  a  loss  of  nearly  if  not  quite  one  million 
so-called  converts.  We  suggest  that  the  better  way 
is  to  convert  the  people  soundly  before  they 
are  received,  anu  then  Let  Liittn  be  i^uugul^ 
f"ll  fellowship  from  the  beginning.  And  even 
among  our  own  people  additional  care  along  this 
line  will  be  found  advisable.  The  church  is  in- 
tended for  truly  converted  people. 


/  It  is  well  known  that  the  Catholics  would 
like  to  destroy  our  public  school  system  and 
introduce  instead  their  parochial  schools,  pre- 
sided over,  as  much  as  possible,  by  Catholic  priests, 
teachers,  and  especially  the  nuns.  They  claim 
much  for  these  schools,  but,  after  all,  about 
the  only  merit  in  them,  if  merit  it  can  be  called,  is 
that  they  make  Catholics  of  every  one  that  enters 
them  to  remain  any  length  of  time.  Late  in- 
vestigations show  these  schools  to  be  of  little  value 
compared  to  our  public  school  system.  In  New 
York  an  investigation  was  recently  made,  in 
which  .0,000  persons,  who  had  attended  the  Rom- 
ish church  schools,  were  compared  with  the 
same  number  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and 
it  was  found  that  of  the  10,000  from  the  pa- 
rochial schools,  1,400  were  illiterate,  410  were 
paupers,  and  160  criminals.  Of  those  who  received 
their  training  in  the  public  schools,  out  of  10,000, 
71  were  illiterate,  49  paupers,  and  but  eleven 
criminals.  It  may  be  hard  to  believe  these  figures. 
They  most  assuredly  show  that  the  Catholic 
system  of  education  is  decidedly  pernicious. 
This  being  the  case,  there  are  the  very  best  of  rea- 
sons for  keeping  the  Catholics  from  getting  a 
controlling  influence  in  any  of  our  public  schools, 


So  far  as  the  movements  of  this  globe  is  concern- 
ed we  ought,  while  living  on  any  part  of  it,  to  feel 
reasonably  secure,  and  yet  there  was  an  occurrence 
a  few  weeks  ago  which  causes  one  to  think  that 
something  may  one  of  these  days  happen  that 
will  seriously  affect  our  planet.  In  broad  daylight 
a  huge  aerolite, — a  flying  stone, — passed  over 
Spain,  and  partly  exploded  about  twenty  miles 
above  the  City  of  Madrid,  greatly  frightening  the 
people  and  doing  considerable  damage  to  many  of 
the  buildings.  It  is  presumed  to  have  been 
traveling  at  the  rate  of  1,200  miles  a  minute,  and 
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which  our 
strike  the 

danger   fro 
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of 
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was  probably  not  less  than  one  mile 
ter.  It  was  the  largest  meteoric  stone  < 
to  come  so  near  earth.  So  ter  as  known,  none  of 
the  .fragments,  resulting  from  the  explosion,  reached 
the  earth,  but  the  whole  mass  passed  beyond  the 
earth's  sphere,  and  ere  this  is  millions  of  miles 
away.  The  great  stone  is  presumed  by  some  to 
have  been  the  head  of  some  comet,  Had  it  va- 
ried just  slightly  from  its  course,  so  as  to  have 
struck  some  part  of  the  earth,  the  result  might  have 
been  very  serious.  It  was  large  enough,  had  it  struck 
it  fairly,  to  have  ruined  any  city  on  the  globe.  The 
largest  meteorite,  thus  far  known,  only  weighs  a 
few  tons,  a  mere  nothing  compared  with  the  one 
that  passed  over  Spain.  There  are  probably  mil- 
lions of  small  atones  flying  through  the  space  in 
globe  revolves,  and  not  a  few  of  them 
earth.  Though  constantly  exposed  to 
n  these  and  other  causes,  yet  God 
of  his  people,  and  will  ultimately  con- 
to    their  final  abode  beyond    the  reach 


ANOTHER  "  Hook  of  Martyrs  "  might  be  written, 
this  time  narrating  the  sufferings  of  the  Ar- 
menians. Some  of  the  horrors  seem  almost  too  re- 
volting to  publish.  One  missionary  tells  how  400 
Kurds,  after  receiving  tribute  from  the  city  in 
which  he  lived,  proceeded  to  plunder  the  houses 
and  then  burned  them.     He  then  adds;  "  A 

fall  of  the  eifhth  dav  they  

gathered   on  the  bank  of  thi     ;ti 

terns,  picked  out  forty-five  \ ig  

government  wanted  them.  Knowing  what  would 
befall  them,  the  young  men  asked  for  an  hour's 
grace,  and  prayed  and  sang  and  bade  their  friends 
farewell.  They  were  taken  to  a  desolate  place 
half  an  hour  distant  and  ordered  to  change  their  re- 
ligion. One  and  all  refused.  The  Kurds  and 
Turks  then  massacred  forty  of  them.  l7ive  made 
their  escape  in  the  darkness,  and  hid  in  a  cave 
for  twelve  days.  My  son  Samm-I  was  one  of  the 
five,  but  my  youngest  son,  22  years  old,  was 
killed.  We  have  no  food,  no  houses,  no  bedcloth- 
ing."  Another  says:  "  In  the  city  of  l'aloo,  Turks 
carry  off  girls,  keep  them  for  a  few  days,  and  return 
them  dishonored.  The  same  is  done  in  many  other 
places.  In  one  of  the  Arabkir  villages  eight  girls 
of  the  place  are  imprisoned  in  Turkish  harems. 
Their  friends  hear  their  cries,  but  can  do  nothing  to 
help  them."  A  still  later  dispatch  from  Constanti- 
nople states  that  Feb.  14,  the  first  day  of  the  Rama- 
dan festival,  the  Turks  surrounded  the  Armenian 
quarter  in  Marsovan  and  ordered  the  Armenians  to 
accept  Islam.  Five  hundred  of  them  agreed  to  do 
so,  but  150  recalcitrants  were  killed.  Miss  Clara 
Barton  and  her  helpers  reached  Constantinople, 
and  have  been  permitted  to  enter  upon  their 
contemplated  work  of  relieving  the  hungry,  suffer- 
ing and  dying,  but  to   what  extent  does  not  seem 


clear.  

BRUMBAUCJH'S  OLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 
No.  34.— Trip  to  the  Dead  Sea  and  the  Jordan. 

In  contemplating  our  Palestine  tour,  there  were 
a  number  of  places  about  which  we  were  especially 
interested,  and  which  we  had  placed  on  our  pro- 
gram. Among  the  more  important  of  them  was 
Jericho,  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead  Sea,  From  our 
boyhood  up,  we  were  impressed  with  the  story  of 
the  "certain  man"  that  went  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves,— stripped,  wound- 
ed and  left  half  dead,  rejected  by  the  proud  priest 
and  Levite,  and  befriended  by  the  good  Samaritan, 
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1  hand  Bible,  read  by  g 
er,  were  a  number  of  illustrations,  and  nmong  them 
one  illustrating  this  scene,  and  though  we  have  not 
seen  it  for  years,  we  have  now,  very  vividly,  the 
picture  before  us.  On  either  side,  were  walking, 
with  faces  turned  wayward,  the  haughty  priest 
and  Levite.  In  the  middle  of  the  way  was  lying 
the  luckless  traveler,  while  by  his  side  stood  the 
donkey,  the  patient  friend  of  the  weary,  with  his 
head  downward  and  his  loppy  ears  outward,— one 
down,  one  upward.  The  good  Samaritan,  with 
jug  in  hand,  was  pouring  oil  into  the  wounds  of 
the  one  who  had  been  robbed  and  nearly  killed, 
years,  when  this  book  fell  into  mother's 
and  we  children  stood  around  her  knees 
and  had  her  explain  what  these  things  meant,  lit- 
tle did  we  dream  that  our  feet  should  ever  tread 
along  this  same  road  and  be  subject  to  like  dan- 
gers and  treatment.  Yet  this  was  the  thing  that 
came  to  pass.  ■  We  did  not  fall  into  the  hands  of 
thieves,  but  we  were  subject  to  the  dangers  of  it, 
as  the  way  is  still  beset  with  this  kind  of  men, 
About  the  Jordan  we  had  heard  scores  of  differ- 
ent stories,  especially  as  to  the  unfitness  of  the 
stream,  to  baptize  in  it  by  immersion.  It  has 
been  claimed  that  it  is  only  a  small  stream,  and 
dry  a  greater  part  of  the  year,— that  its  current  is 
so  rapid  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  go  into  it 
to  immerse,  and  again,  that  the  banks  of  the  river 
are  so  steep  and  precipitous,  that  it  would  be  dan- 
gerous to  go  down  into  the  stream,  etc. 

Then  the  Dead  Sea,— the  very  name  shocked 
the  youthful  mind  with  fear.  The  fact  of  fire  and 
brimstone  raining  down  and  destroying  the  adja- 
cent cities,  left  with  it  still,  in  youthful  impres- 
sion, the  smoke  and  the  clouds.  We  were  further 
told  that,  in  all  the  surroundings,  ther  •  could  exist 
no  living  thing,  and  if  a  bitd  should  atteirij  t  to  fly 
across  its  deceptive  bosom,  it  wou'd  soon  be- 
come exhausted,  U\\  down  and  be  buried  beneath 
its  waves.  Here,  too,  grew  the  templing,  but  death- 
dealing  "  Sodom  Apple,"  which  to  see  was  to  cov- 
et, but  to  grasp,  blindness  and  death.  Of  course, 
our  later  readings  dissolved  these  delusions,  but 
did  not  abate  our  curiosity  to  see  and  behold  the 
wonderful  places.  Therefore,  to  go  was  the  thing 
to  do,  and  we  did  it 

So,  on  the  morning  of  the  middle  of  the  week, 
by  six  o'clock,  all  arrangements,  including  drago- 
man and  sheik,  were  duly  made,  and  our  party, — 
brethren  Myers,  Bingaman,  Mr.  Grismen  (a  Meth- 
odist minister)  and  Mr.  Long  (a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister), with  the  family  of  Rev.  A.  Ben-Oliel,— fa- 
ther, mother,  two  daughters,  lady  helper  and  a 
young  Greek,  started  on  the,  to  us,  very  interest- 
ing trip.  We  went  in  carriages,  taking  the  newly- 
made  road,  which,  a  few  years  ago,  was  constructed 
to  give  better  facilities  for  making  this  otherwise 
very  difficult  trip.  Good  roads  in  this  country  are 
rare  things,  and  though  this  one  is  comparatively 
new,  the  grading  was  so  bad  and  the  bed,  in  plac- 
es, so  rough  and  rocky,  that  we  were  made  to 
feel  that  our  life  was  in  constant  jeopardy,  not  so 
much  from  the  wayside  robber,  as  of  being  tumbled 
headlong  down  over  the  rocks  into  the  road,  or  in- 
to the  deep  chasms  by  its  side.  The  first  part  of 
our  trip  was  south  and  east,  by  Gethsemane,  past 
the  place  where  Judas  hanged  himself,— the  Mount 
of  Offense.  Then  the  road  skirts  around  the 
Mount  of  Olives,  beyond  which  is  Sharon,  the 
place  where  the  fig  tree  stood  which  Christ  cursed 
on  his  way  to  Bethany.  Passing  that  place  we  are 
shown  the  Stone  of  Rest,  marking  the  place  where 
Martha  met  Jesus  as  he  came  to  the  supposed 
funeral  of  Lazarus,  her  brother.  This,  like  all 
other  so-called  relics  in  this  country,  is  idolized  and 
kissed  by  passing  pilgrims.  Though  this  stone  is 
held  as  being  sacred  by  these  people,  the  "origi- 
nal" one  is  shown  further  on  in  a  Greek  chapel, 
built  especially  for  the  preservation  of  this  stone, 


and  to  gull  the  unsuspecting  tourist  into  paying 
a  tribute, — always  expected. 

Next  we  come  to  the  "Apostles'  Spring,"  so 
called,  because  it  is  supposed  that  they  must  have 
drank  from  it,  when  passing  by  that  way,  as  it  is 
the  only  spring  on  the  route  between  this  and  the 
valley  of  the  Jordan. 

About  midway  between  the  cities  of  Jerusalem 
and  Jericho  we  come  to  the  place  where  is  located 
the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  and  we  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  the  place,  as  wilder- 
ness, rocks  and  roughness  is  spread  all  around,  and 
a  better  place  for  robbers  to  conceal  themselves 
could  not  be  desired. 

As  we  continue  our  journey  forward,  we  come 
alongside  of  a  deep  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
flows  the  brook  Cherith.  Here  it  was  that  Elijah 
was  fed  by  the  ravens,  and  it  seems  to  us  to  be  a 
likely  story,  if  he  ever  hid  himself  in  this  moun- 
tain fastness,  as  we  don't  see  how  he  could  other- 
wise have  gotten  food.  A  Greek  monastery  has 
been  built  on  the  supposed  spot,  and  some  twelve 
monks  are  now  living  here.  It  is  said  that  they 
have  lived  there  twelve  years,  on  three  raisins  each 
day.  How  true  this  is  we  don't  know.  But  that  it 
is  an  out-of-the  way  place  we  do  know  from  per- 
sonal observation.  In  our  own  country,  and  dur- 
ing our  travels  we  have  seen  deep  and  wild-look- 
ing gulches  and  ravines,  but  none  more  so  than 
this. 

Away  down,  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  road- 
bed, the  building  is  located,  with  only  enough  lev- 
el ground  for  a  small  garden  and  grapeyard,  and 
there  is  no  way  of  getting  there  but  by  a  narrow, 
dangerous-looking  path  on  the  far  side,  that  can 
be  traveled  with  safety  only  by  foot,  or  on  the 
sure-footed  donkey.  Surely  this  is  a  suitable 
place  for  monks  and  hermits,  as  here  they  can 
■work  out  their  own  salvation  unhindered  and  un- 
molested. 

Continuing  our  way  still  downward  we  come  in 
sight  of  the  plains,  and  in  a  few  minutes  more  we 
enter  the  Jordan  Valley  and  have  pointed  out  to 
us  the  "  Pool  of  Moses."  Just  why  this  place 
is  so  called  we  did  not  learn,  neither  can  we  guess. 
One  thing  seems  very  certain  to  us,  and  that  is, 
Moses  never  honored  the  place  by  a  personal  visit. 

Now  we  pull  up  to  the  once  great  City  of  Jeri- 
cho, but  as  we  do  so  only  to  get  a  drink  and  have 
the  horses  watered,  we  shall  say  nothing  of  the 
place  until  our  return.  We  are  now  on  the  third 
level  of  the  Jordan  Valley  and  have  set  our  faces 
towards  the  Dead  Sea.  The  valley  is  from  ten  to 
fifteen  miles  wide  as  you  get  down  towards  the 
sea,  and  would  be  wonderfully  productive  under 
proper  cultivation.  As  we  rode  along  over  these 
plains  we  took  in  the  almost  unlimited  possibili- 
ties that  are  here  for  restoring  this  Valley  to  its 
primitive  productiveness,  as  it  was  once  undoubt- 
edly the  richest  valley  of  Palestine,  and  was,  com- 
pared with  the  land  of  Egypt,  the  garden  spot  of 
the  world.  It  has  been  estimated  that  six  millions 
of  tons  of  water  flow  into  the  Dead  Sea  daily 
from  the  Jordan.  All  this  could  be  utilized  in  irri- 
gating the  great  plains  of  the  Jordan,  which  would 
insure  almost  inestimable  productiveness,  thus 
giving  to  the  valley  unlimited  possibilities  for  pro- 
ducing all  that  could  be  desired  for  the  good  of 
the  people  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

The  drive  over  the  plains,  through  perpetual 
green  and  growth,  was  one  of  unusual  interest. 
Though  tropically  hot,  the  scenes  were  so  new 
and  different  to  us  that  the  distance  seemed  very 
short  until  it  was  said,  "See  there  is  the  Dead 
Sea!"  And,  sure  enough,  there  it  was, — the  real 
Dead  Sea,  with  its  deep  blue,  surging  waves  dash- 
ing out  their  briny  saltiness  on  the  beautifully 
pebbled  shore!  How  very  differently  the  whole 
surroundings  appeared  to  us  from  the  pictures  we 
had  read  and*  seen  about  it!    Instead  of  deadness 


of  the  deceptive  mystic  water,  we  saw  beauty  and 
grandeur.  We  were  tempted  to  enjoy  a  plunge 
into  its  bosom,  but  the  time  and  circumstances 
not  being  favorable,  we  devoted  our  stay  along 
the  shore  in  gathering  some  ot  the  many-colored 
pebbles,  and  dabbling  our  hands  into  the  surfy 
waves,  as  they  dashed  out  beneath  our  feet.  While 
it  is  true  that  there  is  a  lack  of  vegetable  life  in 
the  surroundings,  yet,  to  those  who  love  nature 
unadorned,  there  was  much  to  interest, — and,  in- 
deed, to  us,  there  were  unusual  attractions  there, 
and  we  felt  loath  to  leave  the  place,  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  quiet  grandeur  in  the  gentle  heav- 
ings  and  softly-rolling  waves,  that  we  noticed  in 
no  other  body  of  water.  The  water  has  a  density 
that  is  wonderful, — so  much  so  that  the  human 
body  floats  on  its  surface  as  lightly  as  a  cork  on 
ordinary  water,  and  drowning  in  it  would  be  al- 
most an  impossibility.  Because  of  its  extreme 
saltiness,  no  fish  can  remain  alive  in  it,  so  that 
those  that  float  or  swim  down  into  it  from  the  Jor- 
dan, at  once  die  and  float  to  the  shore.  There  are 
many  other  things  that,  to  us,  were  very  interest- 
ing, but  we  have  not  the  space  to  describe  them. 

H.  B,  B. 


•ESSAYS,- 


THE  MORNING  PRAYER. 


In  the  gray 

Of  the  dawn 

O'er  the  lawn 

And  away 
To  the  woodland  on  hillside  and  pla 

May  be  heard 

The  sweet  cheer. 

Loud  and  clear. 

Of  the  bird 
As  it  sings  in  a  merry,  wild  strain. 

And  the  notes 

Which  it  trills 

Till  it  thrills 

With  delight, 
The  glad  souls  who  are  passing  it  b) 

Are  the  praises 

That  float 

From  its  throat 


■ky. 


As  it  gas 
Where  red  glows  the 

And  can  man 

Strong  and  proud. 

And  endowed 

With  a  mind 
That  both  knowledge  and  reason  betrays,, 

Be  content 

To  enjoy 

And  employ 

These  good  gifts 
Yet  utter  no  whisper  of  praise? 

Let  the  rush 

Of  hot  blood, 

Like  a  flood, 

Bring  a  blush 
Of  deep  shame  that  shall  mantle  his  cheek 

Who  doth  dare 

E'en  to  drink 

And  not  think 

On  his  fare, 
Or  his  Maker  and  Helper  to  seek. 


'THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  33:  6. 


BV  S.  N.  M  CANN. 


for 


Number  Ten. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  1 
that  we  might  be  made  the  ri 
Cor.  5:  21. 


PURITY  OF  HEART  NECESSARY    IN   ORDER  TO    BECOME 

RIGHTEOUS  EITHER  RELATIVELY  OR 

ABSOLUTELY. 

Christ  says,  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart:  for 
they  shall  see  God."  Matt.  5:8.  It  is  very  com- 
mon to  hear  people  say,  "  Get  the  heart  right  and 
all  will  be  right."    This  is  surely  a  very  true  saying 
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for  "  as  he  (a  man)  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he." 
Prov.  23:  7.  "For  out  of  the  heart  proccedeth 
evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries,  fornications, 
thefts,  false  witness,  blasphemies,"  and  every 
wicked  thing."  Matt.  15:19.  "Just  get  the  heart 
right,  and  all  is  right,"  is  objected  to  by  some,  but 
nevertheless  it  stands  a  truth,  and  will  continue  to 
stand  one,  as  long  as  time  shall  last. 

Persons  sometimes  seek  to  justify  an  inconsist- 
ent life  by  appealing  to  the  heart,  saying  this  or 
that  don't  matter,  "just  so  the  heart  is  right." 
Approach  people  in  reference  to  their  costly  ap- 
parel, their  jewelry,  and  the  fashionable  way  of 
dressing  their  children,  and  they  will  at  once  say, 
"There  is  no  religion  in  dress;  just  get  the  heart 
right  and  all  will- be  right."  While  it  is  true  that 
all  is  right  when  the  heart  is  right,  no  one  can  be 
right  at  heart  and  seek  to  justify  an  inconsistent 
life  or  a  life  of  open  disobedience.  Whenever  a 
man  seeks  to  justify  wrong  he  gives  a  bona  fide 
evidence  of  a  bad  heart.  It  is  true  "There  is  no 
religion  in  dress,"  for  religion  is  in  the  heart.  It 
is,  however,  manifest  in  dress,  in  conversation,  in 
deportment.  If  a  man  has  religion  in  the  heart  it 
will  manifest  itself  in  his  life,  but  if  there  is  none 
in  the  heart  the  dress  will  never  put  it  there.  Pur- 
ify the  heart  and  there  will  be  no  trouble  with  fash- 
ionable apparel,  or  any  other  plain  Gospel  doc- 
trine. "  Every  way  of  a  man  is  right  in  his  own 
eyes:  but  the  Lord  pondereth  the  hearts."  Prov. 
21:2.  Christ  and  an  impure  heart  cannot  stay  in 
the  same  person.  The  Holy  Ghost  and  an  im- 
pure heart  cannot  dwell  in  the  same  man.  Christ 
promises  that  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God.  I 
am  glad  that  he  does  not  say  the  pure  in  conver- 
sation, the  pure  in  life  shall  see  God;  for  then 
there  would  be  no  promise  to  us  in  our  imperfect 
state.  Every  man  who  is  pure  in  heart  is  strug- 
gling to  develop  purity  in  thought,  in  word,  in 
deed,  but  the  harder  the  struggle  the  more  mani- 
fest the  weakness.  The  man  who  is  pure  in  heart 
,  never  seeks  to  justify  his  failures,  but  he  loathes 
them,  and  longs  to  overcome  them.  The  person 
whose  heart  is  not  pure  will  seek  to  justify  his 
failures  by  the  failures  of  others;  his  religion  is 
but  a  mere  matter  of  surrounding  influences.  The 
heart  that  finds  an  excuse  for  doing  wrong  be- 
cause some  one  else  does  wrong,  is  impure,  and 
will  never  see  God.  The  heart  that  seeks  to  justify 
a  wrong  by  some  one  else's  wrong,  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  devil,  is  on  the  open  road  to  hell, 
and  unless  a  heart  change  is  wrought,  will  find  a 
home  in  torment.  If  pure  in  heart  our  imperfect 
lives  constrain  us  to  cry,  "  Lord,  not  my  will  but 
thine,"  and  then  Christ  becomes  our  righteousness, 
and  we  stand  absolutely  holy  before  God. 

The  promise  that  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  God 
is  being  fulfilled  in  the  every  day  experience  of 
every  one  whose  heart  is  pure.  "They  shall  see 
God  "  now  in  this  life,  is  the  promise,  and  not  in 
judgment. 

If  we  never  see  God  until  the  day  of  judgment, 
the  sight  will  be  a  sad  one.  It  matters  not  how 
wicked  or  how  impure  the  heart  is,  all  will  see  God 
in  judgment,  for  "  Behold,  he  cometh  with  clouds; 
and  every  eye  shall  see  him,  and  they  also  which 
pierced  him:  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  shall 
wail  because  of  him."  Rev.  1:  7.  "And  I  saw  the 
dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before  God."  Rev. 
20:  12.  "And  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great 
men,  and  the  rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and 
the  mighty  men,  and  every  bond  man,  and  every 
free  man,  hid  themselves  in  the  dens  and  in  the 
rocks  of  the  mountains;  and  said  to  the  mountains 
and  rocks,  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of 
him  that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  wrath 
of  the  Lamb."     Rev.  6:  15,  16. 

All  will  see  God  in  judgment,  but  those  who 
have  not  seen  him  before  that  day  will  be  misera- 
ble, and  the  sight  will  fill  them  with  terror.  Purity 
of  heart  is  the  only  condition  upon  which  God  will 
reveal  himself  this  side  of  judgment.  The  reason 
so  many  fail  to  catch  even  a  glimpse  of  God,  is 
their  fondness  for  the  world,  and  for  sin.  Our 
eyes  are  blinded  and  our  ears  are  closed  by  sin. 
We  cannot  see  God  and  love  sin,  we  cannot  see 


God  and  love  the  world,  we  cannot  see  God  and 
love  self.  God  does  reveal  himself  to  the  pure  in 
heart  and  they  love  his  ways,  they  love  his  word, 
they  love  his  comforting  presence.  "  He  that 
hath  my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it 
is  that  loveth  me:  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be 
loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  will 
manifest  myself  to  him.  Judas  saith  unto  him, 
not  Iscariot,  Lord,  how  is  it  that  thou  wilt  manifest 
thyself  unto  us,  and  not  unto  the  world?  Jesus 
answered  and  said  unto  him,  Ii  a  man  love  me,  he 
will  keep  my  words:  and  my  Father  will  love  him, 
and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode 
with  him."     John  14:  21-23. 

Jesus  here  already  shows  that  he  does  reveal 
himself  to  his  children  in  this  life.  He  does 
make  himself  known  to  them.  They  do  see  him 
and  love  him,  and  obey  him. 

"  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time;  the  only 
begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father, 
he  hath  declared  him."  John  1:  18.  Jesus  is 
ready  and  waiting  to  show  us  the  Father  if  we  will 
only  allow  him  to  do  so.  The  study  of  God's 
Word  is  dull  and  lifeless  work  until  we  approach 
it  with  a  pure  heart.  An  individual  may  commit 
to  memory  the  New  Testament  and  get  no  more 
out  of  it,  than  from  committing  any  other'book,  if 
his  heart  is  impure. 

The  study  of  God's  Word  will  abound  in  un- 
solved mysteries  to  every  one  who  approaches  it 
with  an  impure  heart.  To  cling  to  one  sin  will 
veil  our  eyes,  and  close  our  ears  to  the  voice  and 
presence  of  God.  None  but  the  pure  in  heart  can 
see  God,  all  others  walk  in  darkness,  because  sin 
has  blinded  their  eyes,  that  they  cannot  see. 

There  is  no  process  by  which  a  sinner  can  be 
brought  to  God  without  purity  of  heart.  The  sin- 
ner may  be  made  to  see  feet-washing,  Lord's  Sup- 
per, non-conformity,  and  every  ordinance  of  God's 
house,  and  even  become  willing  to  be  baptized, 
all  to  no  purpose  without  purity  of  heart.  A  man 
can  see  all  these  and  yet  not  see  God.  So  soon  as 
a  man  is  willing  to  forsake  all  for  Christ, — let  go 
of  everything,  even  his  own  good  works, — he  be- 
gins to  see  God,  and  to  see  him  is  to  love  him, 
and  to  love  him  is  to  obey  him. 

The  pure  in  heart  walk  with  the  light  of  life  in 
them.  They  go  from  strength  to  strength,  from 
conquering  to  conquest,  always  abounding  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  Baptism  without  purity  of 
heart  is  baptism  of  water  without  the  spirit.  It  is 
but  the  form,  but  the  husk,  but  the  mere  shadow 
of  what  it  should  be.  No  man  can  have  purity  of 
heart  and  hold  to  one  sin;  if  there  be  one  sin  that 
the  sinner  is  not  willing,  not  ready,  not  even  anx- 
ious to  forsake,  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  baptism. 
The  ordinance  will  blind  him,  will  hide  God  from 
him,  instead  of  helping,  to  manifest  his  divine 
presence  as  it  will  and  does  to  those  who  are  pure 
in  heart. 

So  soon  as  we  are  willing  to  forsake  all  of  self, 
and  of  sin,  we  look  into  the  face  of  God  reconciled 
by  the  blood  of  his  Son,  we  at  once  acknowledge 
him,  and  openly  confess  him  in  baptism,  and  we 
are  reconciled  by  the  sure  promise  of  his  Word. 
The  blood  of  Christ  satisfies  God;  his  Word  satis- 
fies us,  and  we,  though  perfect,  press  on  to  per- 
fection. 

Every  man  stands  absolutely  perfect,  absolutely 
holy  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  so  long  as  he,  by 
faith,  will  keep  his  heart  purified.  Though  the 
child  of  God  is  holy,  righteous,  perfect  as  God 
himself,  he  must  go  on  unto  perfection.  We  stand 
perfect  only  because  we  hold  Christ  as  our  substi- 
tute. We  have  a  constant  battle  with  ourselves 
that  we  may  grow  into  the  image  and  likeness  of 
Christ,  our  Righteousness. 

Keeping  our  hearts  pure  we  are  always  ready  to 
wage  war  upon  sin,  though  it  be  dear  to  our  fallen 
natures.  Keeping  the  heart  pure  we  find  more 
trouble  with  self  than  with  our  neighbors,  or  our 
brethren  The  better  we  learn  to  know  ourselves, 
the  less  we  think  of  self.  Without  purity  of  heart 
a  man  will  not  grow,  he  is  as  fully  developed  when 
he  first  enters  the  Lord's  work,  as  he  will  ever  be. 
Without  purity  of  heart,  he  will  catch  no  clearer 


views,  no  sweeter  joys,  no  brighter  days  than  when 
he  first  entered  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Wilh  purity 
of  heart  every  day  makes  a  man  a  better  man, 
every  day  gives  him  sweeter  joys,  every  day  is 
brighter  and  brighter  until  life's  conflict  is  over. 

With  purity  of  heart  a  man  stands  absolutely 
pure  because  Christ  stands  for  him;  he  will  develop 
higher  and  higher  degrees  of  purity  in  character 
because  he  hates  sin. 

With  purity  of  heart  God's  Word  becomes  fas- 
cinating, and  volumes  of  beauty  and  truth  reveal 
themselves. 

"  O,  for  a  heart  to  love  my  God ; 
A  heart  front  sin  set  free; 
A  heart  that  always  feels  the  blood, 
So  freely  shed  for  inc. 
"A  heart  resigned,  submissive,  meek, 
My  dear  Redeemer's  throne, 
Where  only  Christ  is  heard  to  speak, 
Where  Jesus  reigns  alone. 


"An  humble,  lowly,  contrite  heart, 
Believing,  true  and  clean, 
Perfect  and  right,  and  pine  and  gc 
A  copy,  Lord,  of  thine." 

PERILOUS  TIMES.* 


the  last  days  perilous 


shall 


The  apostle  Paul,  by  the  Spirit  of  prophecy  says, 
"  Perilous  times  shall  come  in  the  last  days."  We, 
at  first  thought,  might  conclude  there  could  be  no 
more  perilous  times  than  there  were  in  the  days  of 
Christ  and  the  apostles,  for  all  that  embraced 
Christianity  did  so  at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  Near- 
ly all  the  prophets,  under  the  former  dispensation, 
were  persecuted,  and  many  of  them  uttered  their 
prophecies  at  the  risk  of  their  lives. 

John  the  Baptist,  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  lost 
his  head  because  he  reproved  King  Herod  tor  his 
wickedness.  Matt.  14:  10,  it.  It  is  believed  that 
all  the  apostles  of  Christ  scaled  their  faith  by  their 
blood,  except  John,  the  beloved  disciple. 

Believing  and  accepting  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
in  those  days  implied  persecution.  They  were  un- 
lawfully condemned,  and  abused,  and  put  to  death 
in  every  way  their  wicked  imaginations  could  in- 
vent, but  the  more  they  were  persecuted,  the  more 
Christianity  prospered  and  spread  abroad,  and  no 
doubt  the  saying  was  true:  "  The  blood  of  the  martyrs 
was  the  seed  of  the  church."  Notwithstanding  all 
the  trials  and  persecutions  that  the  early  Christians 
had  to  endure,  the  language  of  ou  text  implies  that 
there  would  be  much  more  perilous  times  in  the  last 
days. 

When  the  devil  saw  his  failure  in  destroying  or 
hindering  the  prosperity  of  the  church  by  persecu-- 
tion  he  changed  his  tactics,  and  also  became  a  pro- 
fessor of  the  Christian  religion.  He  made  Chris- 
tianity popular  by  corrupting  it  through  his  own 
wicked  and  pernicious  inventions.  In  this  he  has 
succeeded  most  wonderfully  well.  While,  then, 
they  were  only  in  danger  of  their  lives,  or  it  only 
reached  their  bodies,  now  they  are  in  danger  of 
being  deceived,  and  losing  their  souls.  Then  all 
Christians  believed  and  practiced  alike  or  according 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel,  but  now  it  is  "  Lo 
here,  and  Lo  there  is  Christ,"  and  no  willingness 
to  comply  with  his  teachings.  Hence,  "  they  will 
not  endure  sound  doctrine,  but  after  their  own  lusts 
shall  they  heap  to  themselves  teachers  having  itch- 
ing ea's:  and  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from 
the  truth;  and  they  shall  be  turned  unto  fables."  2 
Tim.  4:  3.  4- 

Soon  after  the  Emperor  Constantine  embraced  the 
Christian  religion,  church  and  state  were  united, 
and  the  sword  was  placed  into  the  Christian's  hand; 
and  in  their  blind  zeal  they  compelled  their  subjects 
to  embrace  the  Christian  name.  This  again 
brought  on  persecution,  though  from  a  different 
stand-point.  Whereas  before  it  was  Pagan  persecu- 
tion, now  it  became  Papal;  or  persecution  in  the 
name  of  Christ.  And  oh,  who  can  paint  the  horrors 
of  the  terrible  inquisition,  though  all  their  horrible 
wickedness  was  perpetrated  under  the  cloak  of  the 
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Christian  religion!  "Then  the  man  of  sin  was  re- 
vealed, even  the  son  o(  perdition;  who  opposeth  and 
exalteth  himself  above  all  that  is  called  God,  or 
that  is  worshiped;  so  that  he  as  God  sitteth  in 
the  temple  of  God,  showing  himself  that  he  is  God." 
2  Thess.  2:  3,4;  Dan.  11:36;   Rev.  13:6 

This  was  the  first  great  beast  (Rev.  13)  which 
came  up  out  of  the  sea,  who  assumed  the  prerogative 
of  God,  to  make  laws,  .  ontrary  to  the  teachings  of 
Christ.  Hut  the  power  of  the  first  beast  is  partially 
broken,  or  "he  has  received  a  deadly  wound." 
The  persecul  ;tilf  power  is  measurably  destroyed,  and 
religious  liberty  is  almost  universal  at  this  lime. 

Though  the  p  secuting  power  is  held  in  check-  at 
this  time,  the  Pope  of  Rome  still  claims  the  divine 
law-making  power,  and  tyrannizes  over  the  con- 
sciences of  the  people,  helping  Ihcm  in  ignorance 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  ill  order  to  more  fully  hold 
them  under  his  power  and  dominion.  We  boast  to- 
day of  our  religious  liberty,  and  thank  the  Lord  for 
it,  but  at  the  same  time  we  think  it  the  most  peril- 
ous time  thai  the  world  has  ever  seen.  While  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  withholds  the  Bible  from  the 
laity,  the  /w/wfor.chtirchcs  of  to-day  allow  them  to 
read  the  Bible,  but  make  them  believe  that  they 
cannot  understand  it,  and  thus  lead  them  blindly 
where  they  please,  The  great  bulk  of  mankind  do 
not  think  and  act  for  themselves,  but,  like  the 
-I b  brute,  with  a  hook  in  its  nose,  allow  them- 
selves to  be  le  I  captive  by  thi  ir  le  i  lers  at  their  will, 
We  read  in  2  Cor.  11:  14,  15,  "  And  no  marvel;  foi 
Satan  himsell  is  transformed  into  an  angel  of  light 
Then  fore  it  is  no  great  thing  if  his  ministers  also 
be  transformed  as  ministers  of  righteousness;  whi  ise 
end  shall  be  according  to  their  works." 

The  great  difficulty  at  the  present  time  is  tl  e  dis- 
regard thai  so  many  give  to  God's  Word,  Tbepop- 
tdarttuory  to-day  is,  whatever  a  man  thinks  1  ighl  is 
right,  if  even  in  contradiction  to  the  Hoi)  Scrip- 
tures,—just  as  if  our  thinking  so  made  it  so. 

The  general  tendency  of  the  church  of  tod  ly  is 
>"ii  1  no.  The  devil  offered  our  Savior  "all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  and  the  gloiy  of  them  if  he 
would  fall  down  anil  worship  liini  "  i  Matt.  4;  S,  9, 
10),  but  he  was  defeated  completely  by  the  Word 
of  God.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  too  many  of  the 
professed  followers  of  Christ  at  the  present  time 
have  accepted  his  proposition,  and  are  worshiping 
at  his  shrine.  When  we  see  the  professed  followers 
of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus  following  all  the  vain 
and  foolish  fashions  of  the  world,  we  cannot  help 
but  conclude  that  the  world  is  the  God  they  wor- 
ship. We  read  in  James  4:  4:  "Ye  adulterers  and 
adulteresses,  know  ye  not  that  the  friendship  of  the 
world  is  enmity  with  God?  Whosoever  therefore 
will  be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God." 
James,  in  the  above  language,  accuses  us  of  spiritual 
fornication  or  adultery,  if  we  seek  the  friendship  of 
the  world:  and  1  wonder  if  there  ever  was  a  time 
when  there  was  as  much  inclination  to  follow  the 
goddess  of  fashion  as  there  is  at  this  time;  more  es- 
pecially by  the  young;  and  too  frequently  the  old 
are  ready  to  follow  in  the  wake.  I  fear  there  is  too 
much  tendency  in  our  beloved  Brotherhood  towards 
the  vain  and  foolish  practices  and  fashions  of  the 
world.  Hence  we  conclude  with  the  admonition  of 
the  apostle  Paul,  2  Cor.  6;  17,  18,  "  Wherefore  come 
out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the 
Lord,  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I  will 
receive  you,  and  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye 
shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty." 

Aft.  Morris,  III. 

THE  TWO  LAWGIVERS  AND  TWO  DISPENSATIONS. 


'  See  thai  >c  refuse  1 
pert  not,  who  refused 
ill  not  we  escape,  if  \ 
un  heaven."      Ik-h    1 


1  thai  speaketh;  for  if  they  es- 
lat  spake  "ii  enrth,  much  more 
1  away  (ruin  hun  th.il  speaketh 


The  two  law-givers,  Moses  and  Christ,  are  here 
represented.  Moses,  as  having  spoken  in  time 
past,  Christ  as  now  speaking  in  the  present.  Moses 
received  the  law  amidst  the  thunderings  and  light- 
nings on  Mt.  Sinai,  in  Arabia,  Christ  came  down 
from  heaven  and  brought  the  last  will  and  Testa- 


ment of  God,— the  plan  of  salvation,— and  delivered 
it  unto  the  people.  "  For  the  law  was  given  by 
Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Je=us  Christ." 
John  I;  17.  Grace  and  truth  are  found  in  "the 
Gospel  of  our  salvation,"  but  fear  and  death  in  the 
Mt.  Sinai  rigid  code.  "  For  ye  are  not  come  unto 
the  mount  that  might  be  touched,  and  that  burned 
with  fire,  nor  unto  blackness,  and  darkness,  and 
tempest," — not  to  the  words  spoken  on  Mount  Si- 
nai's summit,  "  but  ye  are  come  unto  Mount  Sion, 
and  unto  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  an- 
grls,  to  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the 
first-born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God, 
the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made 
perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new  cove- 
nant."    Heb.  12:  18-22. 

All  the  types,  shadows  and  figures  of  the  Old 
Testament  meet  in  and  are  fulfilled  by  Christ.  We 
have  passed  out  of  the  dispensations  of  types  and 
shadows,  with  its  laws  of  death,  and  now  worship 
the  God  of  heaven  in  spirit  and  truth.  "  The  law 
and  the  prophets  were  until  John:  since  that  time 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached,  and  every  man 
presseth  into  it."     Luke  16:  16. 

True,  the  Gospel  was  preached  to  Abraham  by 
promise,  but  the  glorious  realities  of  the  Gospel 
plan  of  salvation  were  never  realiz,  d  or  enjoyed 
by  Abraham  or  the  prophets  who  looked  forward 
to,  and  foretold,  the  coming  of  Christ  and  the 
blessed  privileges  we  enjoy  in  him. 

Christ  delivered  the  law  of  the  kingdom  of  grace. 
"  1  will  raise  them  a  prophet  from  among  their 
brethren,  like  unto  thee,  and  will  put  my  words  in 
his  mouth;  and  he  shall  speak  unto  them  all  that  I 
shall  command  him.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
that  whosoever  will  not  hearken  unto  my  words 
which  he  shall  speak  in  my  name,  I  will  require  it 
of  him."     Deut.  18:  18,  19;  Acts  3:  21,  22. 

God  proclaimed  from  heaven  at  Christ's  trans- 
figuration: "This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
well  plrased;  hear  ye  him."  Matt.  17:  5;  Luke  9: 
35.  Moses,  the  former  lawgiver,  was  present,  and 
heard  the  declaration,  '  Hear  ye  him."  Moses  ac- 
quiesced in  the  demand  of  the  eternal  God,  to  hear 
Christ  instead  of  the  law  given  by  himself.  Elijah, 
one  of  the  major  prophets,  representing  the  pro- 
phetic age,  was  present,  and  gave  assent  to  the 
voice  of  God;  to  hear  Christ.  Three  of  the  apos- 
tles, representing  the  apostolic  age,  were  present, 
and  gave  no  dissenting  voice  to  the  demand  of  the 
eternal  God:  "  Hear  ye  Christ."  All  former  laws 
and  dispensations  were  here  abrogated  by  the  Fa- 
ther, and  not  a  dissenting  voice  was  heard  in  heav- 
en, in  the  earth,  under  the  earth,  or  in  Paradise. 
The  universe,  there  represented,  assented  to  the 
decree  of  God,  from  henceforth  to  yield  obedience 
to  Christ.  "  God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  di- 
verse manners,  spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers, 
by  the  prophets,  hath  in  these  last  days  spoken  un- 
to us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed  heir  of 
all  things."  Heb.  1:1,2.  "  Therefore  we  ought  to 
give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things  which  we 
have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  should  let  them 
slip.  For  if  the  word  spoken  by  angels  was  stead- 
fast, and  every  transgression  and  disobedience  re- 
ceived a  just  recompense  of  reward;  how  shall  we 
escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation;  which  at  the 
first  began  to  be  spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was  con- 
firmed unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  "  Heb  2- 
>-3- 


Let  us  ascertain 
who  refused  to  he 


day,  presui 
them  throu 
"  Let  no  m 


hether  or  not  they  did  escape, 
'  Moses.  In  Num.  15:  32,  we 
read  of  a  man  who  gathered  sticks  on  the  Sabbath 
ably  to  build  a  fire.  God  had  told 
h  Moses  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy, 
n  go  out  of  his  place  on  the  seventh 
day."  Ex.  16:  25-29;  20:  9,  10.  Moses  enquired  of 
God  what  should  be  done  with  the  man  for  pick- 
ing up  sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day;  for  hitherto 
there  had  been  no  penalty  given  for  the  violation 
of  the  Sabbatic  law.  "  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Mo- 
ses, The  man  shall  surely  be  put  to  death,  and  they 
rt< th™withoutth<=  camp  and  stoned  him  to 
death.  What  for?  Because  he  had  violated  the 
law  in  picking  up  sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day.    That 


was  a  very  small  transgression,  but  God  means 
what  he  says,  and  says  what  he  means.  Adam  niav 
have  thought  his  transgression  but  small,  but  its  re. 
suits  on  the  human  race  were  dreadful.  After  thi 
"  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying,  Speak  unto 
the  children  of  Israel,  and  bid  them  that  they  make 
them  fringes  in  the  borders  of  their  garments 
throughout  their  generations,  and  that  they  put  up- 
on the  fringe  of  the  borders  a  ribband  of  blue.  And 
it  shall  be  unto  you  for  a  fringe,  that  ye  may  look 
upon  it,  and  remember  all  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  and  do  them;  and  that  ye  seek  not  after 
your  own  heart  and  your  own  eyes,  after  which  ye 
use  to  go  a  whoring."     Num.  15:  38,  39. 

The  design  of  this  fringe  and  ribbon  of  blue  was 
a  noble  one,  a  sign  that  they  might  look  upon,  and 
remember  all  the  commands  of  the  Lord,  and  do 
them.  But  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty  princes  of  the  assembly,  famous 
in  the  congregation,  men  of  renown,  "gathered 
themselves  together  against  Moses,  and  against 
Aaron,  and  said  unto  them,  Ye  take  too  much  up- 
on you,  seeing  all  the  congregation  are  holy,  every 
one  of  them,  and  the  Lord  is  among  them:  where- 
fore then  lift  ye  up  yourselves  above  the  congrega- 
tion of  the  Lord?  " 

Those  people,  like  many  modern  professed  Chris- 
tians, had  become  so  good  and  holy  in  their  own  es- 
timation, that  they  thought  it  not  necessary  to  do 
what  the  Lord  commanded  them.  "  You  ask  too 
much  of  us:  we  are  all  the  Lord's  people,  and  we 
are  holy:  therefore  we  do  not  need  your  fringe  and 
ribbon  of  blue."  But  when  the  earth  opened  be- 
neath their  unhallowed  feet,  and  they  went  down  in- 
to the  pit  alive,  with  all  that  appertained  unto 
them,  and  the  earth  closed  over  them;  their  holi- 
ness did  not  save  them.  They  were  made  to  realize 
that  God  meant  what  he  said,  and  said  what  he 
meant.  "  And  there  came  out  a  fire  from  the  Lord, 
and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fiftv  men  that 
offered  incense." 

The  very  next  day  fourteen    thousand    and  s«?v<en    , 
hundred,    who,    the    day   before,    came   out  on  the 
Lord's  side,  were   destroyed  by  a  plague  because 


nst  Mo 
:  ways.     See  Nun 


.nd  were  dissatis- 
16.  "  He  that  de- 
ercy  under  two  or 
torer  punishment, 
thy,  who  hath 


they 

fied  with  God1 

spised  Moses'  law  died  without  1 
three  witnesses:  of  how  much 
suppose  ye,  shall  he  be  thought 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath 
counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he 
was  sanctified,  an  unholy  thing,  and  hath  done  de- 
spite unto  the  Spirit  of  grace."     Heb.  10:  28,  29. 

They  had  lived  under  the  Old  Testament,  lived 
under  a  cash  system,— the  penalty  followed  imme- 
diately the  transgression.  We  are  living  under  a 
credit  system,  but  the  pay  day  is  surely  coming. 
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BY  D.  H.  WEAVER. 


There  never  has  be 
be,  another  event  in  th 
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and  immortality  were 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,"  God 
fest  in  the  flesh. 

Profane    history   record 
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world's  history  of  so  great 
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events  that  are 
ind  make  interesting  as  well 
We  may  profit  by  others' 
Id  grows  better  by  keeping 
and  struggles  of  preceding 
imitating  their  virtues,  their 
which  led  to  their  success, 
ces,  mistakes  and  failures, 
history  may  be  made  profitable,  pleasant  and 
elevating  to  us.  But  profane  history  deals  only 
with  human  affairs.  It  records  only  human  events 
and  can  benefit 
It  does 
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future  destiny,  as  well  as  some  of  the  events  of 
human  affairs,  of  this  life.  Thus  we  may  readily 
see  that,  as  the  Bible  discloses  our  future,  brings 
life  and  immortality  to  our  view,  it  certainly  claims 
our  first  and  deepest  consideration.  Christ  said, 
"  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its  right- 
eousness," because  that  was  of  vastly  more  im- 
portance to  us  than  all  we  might  be  able  to  accu- 
mulate in  this  world.  He  tells  us  to  "  lay  up 
treasures  in  heaven,"  because  they  would  be  more 


lasting,  and  of  more 
could  lay  up  here.  I 
the   Scriptures,"   beca 


value   to 


(ha 


any    we 


their  hearts 
tance  to  their  welfare  th 


e  told  the  Jews  to  " 
se  the  establishing  of  his 
:  much  more  impor- 
uld  be  their  release 
from  Roman  supremacy,  and  establishing  the  tem- 
poral throne  of  their  father  David. 

While  we  see  in  all  the  works  of  nature  a  per- 
fection that  results  with  nicest  precision  in  bring- 
ing about  or  working  out  the  designed  purpose  of 
its  great  Author,  we  may  yet  see  that  all  requires 
development,  and  that  it  has  not  been  the  plan 
of  the  Creator  to  produce  instantaneously,  to  its 
full  capacity,  any  of  his  great  works.  He  produces 
a  perfect  germ  and  then  allows  time  and  nature 
to  develop  it.  We  cannot  question  his  wisdom 
in  revealing  his  divine  will  to  man,  when  he  ad- 
heres to  the  same  rule,  which  he  certainly  has 
done.  His  will  was  not  revealed  to  us  in  the 
beginning  to  its  full  extent,  or  in  its  perfection, 
but  a  perfect  germ  was  produced, — a  seed  cast,  a 
promise  made  and  left  to  develop  through  succeed- 

The  Scriptures  that  Christ  here  alluded  to  were 
the  Law  and  the  Prophets,  and  although  perfect 
for  what  they  were  intended  to  accomplish,  they 
were  not  a  perfect  plan  of  salvation,  and  "  could 
not  make  the  comers  thereunto  perfect"  because 
they  were  not  designed  to  accomplish  that  end. 
They  were  designed  as  a  guide  board  and  pointed 
directly  to  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  that  "the 
seed  of  the  woman  should  bruise  the  serpent's 
head."  They  pointed  directly  to  the  complete 
development  of  that  perfect  germ  created  in  the 
beginning.  Hence,  Christ  could  say  to  the  Jews 
who  had  access  to  these  Scriptures,  "  Search 
them,"  "  they  testify  of  me."  They  are  my  wit- 
nesses, my  authenticity  stands  or  falls  upon  them. 
If  I  have  not  fulfilh  d  the  prophecies  contained  in 
these  Scriptures,  I  am  not  the  promised  Messiah 
and  you  need  not  accept  me,  but  if  you  find,  by 
searching  these  Scriptures,  that  I  have  fulfilled  to 
the  very  letter  every  prophecy  foretold  of  me  thus 
far,  then  know  that  I  am  the  very  one  promised 
from  the  beginning.  Then  "  believe  me  for  the 
very  works'  sake." 

Had  the  Jews  faithfully  consulted  their  guide- 
board  all  along  the  way,  in  place  of  their  own 
prejudice,  they  need  not  have  been  misled.  The 
inscriptions  were  all  legible,  and  pointed  clearly 
to  the  one  and  only  Messiah.  It  was  their  privi- 
lege to  have  known  just  what  God  was  going  to 
bring  about  for  the  salvation  of  the  world,  and 
how  he  was  going  to  accomplish  that  purpose, 
but  they  neglected  their  opportunity  and  rejected 
their  only  Savior  and  to-day  they  are  blinded. 
But  does  this  command,  enjoined  by  our  Savior 
s    with    the    same 


was  when  Jesus  enjoined  this  command,  but  there 
are  other  reasons  that  make  it  necessary  to  search, 
to  "  see  if  these  things  be  true  "  or  not. 

The  devil  is  using  every  means  within  his  power 
to  pervert  the  Gospel  and  deceive  the  people.  I  le 
pays  little  attention  now  to  the  law  and  the  prophe- 
cies. Although,  in  some  instances,  they  may  be 
a  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  to  Christ,  they  have, 
in  general,  fulfilled  their  mission,  and  he  gives 
them  little  concern,  knowing  he  can  do  little 
toward  accomplishing  his  purposes  by  subverting 
them,  hence  he  turns  his  batteries  and  opens  fire 
upon  the  Gospel.  He  has  been  trying,  all  along,  to 
destroy  the  Gospel,  but,  finding  his  efforts  a  fail- 
ure along  that  line,  he  is  trying  to  deceive  the 
nations,  not  by  changing  the  wording  of  the  Gos- 
pel, which  he  has  never  been  able  to  do,  for  God 
takes  care  of  that  part,  but  he  has  found  out  that 
by  misinterpreting  the  meaning,— making  it  mean 
what  it  does  not  say, — he  can  deceive  some.  Be- 
cause of  this  very  trick  it  becomes  even  more  nec- 
essary to  search  the  Scriptures,  or  that  part,  at 
least,  that  Satan  is  endeavoring  to  subvert,  that 
we  may  know  what  they  do  teach, — that  we  may 
get  their  truth  fresh  from  the  fountain  head,  un- 
adulterated by  the  interpretations  of  man,  that 
we  may  shape  our  lives  by  them  just  as  they  ap- 
pear to  our  understanding. 

If,  as  some  professors  teach,  it  is  necessary  that 
some  very  learned  man,  who  has  made  the  Bible 
a  study  all  his  life,  should  deal  out  the  Gospel 
to  us  with  his  own  interpretation  upon  it,  that  we 
might,  through  him,  understand   what  the  Gospel 
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to-day  as  it  was  it 
we  the  same  reason 
not  exactly  the  sa 
have  reasons  of  as 
says,  "  All  Scriptu 


great 


so  long  ago, 
force  it  did  to  the  Jews  nineteen  hundred  years 
ago?  Is  it  as  necessary  to  search  the  Scriptures 
the  days  of  our  Savior?  Have 
for  the  same  work?  Perhaps 
le  reason,  but,  assuredly,  we 
irtance  to  us.  Paul 
by  inspiration  and 
r.-fitable  for  doctrine,"  etc.  Then  it  is  neces- 
sary to  search  that  we  may  at  all  times  be  fur- 
nished with  the  "  Sword  of  the  Spirit,"  that  we  may 
be  thoroughly  equipped  for  every  emergency,  that 
we  may  have  a  "  thus  sayeth  the  Lord,"  or.  "  thus 
it  is  written  "  to  back  all  our  decisions,  assertions 
and  actions,  without  which  the  opinions  of  men 
are  but  fallacies— chaff  that  the  first  wind  will  blow 
away. 

It  may  not  be  as  necessary  to  search  the  Scrip- 
tures  for  witnesses   to   Christ's   authenticity  as  it 
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comprehension  \ 
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A.  Campbell 
be  revealed  is  n 
the  Scriptures  are  a  revelation  of  God's  will  to 
man.  Then  it  needs  not  to  be  revealed.  "  But," 
says  one,  "  it  was  not  at  first,  written  in  all  lan- 
guages. Men  had  to  translate  it.  True,  but  God 
took  care  of  that  part.     He   has  always  used  men 
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TEACHINQ  ABOUT  PRAYER.- 

{Lessonfor  March  is,  t 


D.  29. 

Peril  a. 


:iple 


:he  Lord  told  the 
nswer  to  the  law- 
st  lesson,  he  went 
feast  of  Dedica- 
r.     After  this  feast 


Dbably  deli' 


Time.— Perhaps  late  in  December,  / 

Place— It  is  not  definitely  known 
Perea,  east  of  the  Jordan 

Persons. — Jesus  and  hi 

Introductory.  —  Shor  ly  after 
story  of  the  good  Samaritan,  in 
yer's  question,  as  we  learned  in  1 
down  to  Jerusalem  to  attend  th 
tion,  which  occurred  in  Decemb 
he  returned  again  to  Perea,  whet 
which  this  lesson  is  a  part  was  p 
1.  A  MODEL. 

This  model  prayer,  given  by  our  Lord  to  his 
ciples,  contains  seven  distinct  petitions,— the 
three  having  special  reference  to  the  petitioned,  am 
the  last  four  having  special  reference  to  the  pe 
titioners.     They  are, 

1.  For  the  hallowing  of  his  name.  "Hallowed  b 
thy  name."  Let  thy  name  be  regarded  as  sacrei 
and  holy  and  pronounced  with  devout  reverence 
As  we  pray  this  prayer  in  the  spirit  we  will  strive  ti 
have  it  answered  in  ourselves,  and  it  is  most  impor 
tant  that  it  should  be.     It  stimulates  our  piety  am 


first 


a  spirit  of  for- 
as   great   as  the 


1  Lead  us  not 


149 

quickens   our  spiritual   life  to  meditate    upon   the 
holy  name  and  character  of  our  Lord  and  Savior. 

2.  For  the  coming  of  his  kingdom.  "Thy  kingdom 
come."  We  should  pray  for  the  coming  of  God's 
kingdom  in  us  and  into  all  the  world.  This  is  truly 
a  missionary  prayer,  and  if  the  Lord  would  have  us 
pray  a  missionary  prayer,  would  he  not  also  have 
us  be  a  missionary  people? 

3  For  the  doing  of  his  will.  "  Thy  will  be  done,  as 
in  heaven,  so  in  earth  "  Do  we  sincerely  desire 
that  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  Lord  may  prevail 
in  the  earth  as  in  heaven?  This  is  a  glorious  thing 
to  desire  and  strive  and  pray  for.  Such  a  condition 
will  make  heaven  here  below.  But  to  bring  it 
about  each  should  endeavor  to  yield  himself  more 
fully  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  Lord.  He  can 
not  consistently  pray  for  obedience  who  will  not  obey. 

Now  follow  the  four  petitions  in  behalf  of  the  pe- 
titioners. 

4.  For  our  daily  needs.  "  Give  us  day  by  clay  nm 
daily  bread."  We  should  look  to  the  Lord  foi  the 
daily  necessities  of  the  body  as  well  as  the  soul. 
If  the  Lord  is  the  giver  of  every  good  and  pi  rfect 
gift  we  should  look  to  him  in  faith  for  all  the  good 
we  need  and  th  ink  him  for  all  the  good  we  get, 

5.  For  tin-  forgivt  ness  of  our  si/is  "  Forgive  us  our 
sins;  for  we  also  forgive  everyone  that  is  indebted 
to  us."  This  implies  thai  we  dare  not  ask  for  more 
forgiveness  than  we  are  willing  to  grant  to  others. 
But  there  is  no  greatei  need  ol  the  soul  than  the 
forgiveness  of  its  sins;  therefore  there  is  no  mure 
important  Irait  of  character  thi 
giveucss.  The  'Hity  to  forgive 
necessity  of  forgivi  ness. 

6    For  escape  from  temptation.     ' 
temptation."     It  should  be  our  ever-present  desire 
to  escape   temptation,   and    having  this  desire,  we 

should  express  i arnest  pra)  er.     ThcLordnev- 

er  induces  us  to  do  evil,  but  lie  may  try  us  by 
bringing  us  into  circumstances  in  which  oui   desire 

to  sin  Will  b(     especially    awakened.      While   it    may 

be  good  for  us  to  endure  temptation,  yet  we  should 
always  dread  its  approach,  lest  we  might  be  in- 
duced to  yield,  and  thus  fall. 

7.  For  deliverance  from  evil.  "Deliver  us  from 
evil."  If  we  may  look  to  the  Lord  for  all  good  we 
need,  both  material  and  spiritual,  we  may  also  look 
to  him  for  deliverance  from  all  evil.  He  can  ile 
liver  us  from  the  evil  of  overwhelming  affliction,  of 
worldly  enticement,  of  error's  seduction,  of  sinful 
affections."  Lord,  deliver  us  from  all  these  evils. 
II.   AN  ILLUSTRATION. 

After  our  Lord  had  given  his  disciples  a  model 
prayer  he  makes  use  of  an  illustration  to  encourage 
importunity  and  faith  in  prayer. 

1.  Importantly  encouraged,  The  illustration  repre- 
sent* a  man  going  to  his  friend  at  so  untimely  an 
hour  as  midnight,  finding  his  (liend  in  hed,  and  his 
door  bolted;  and  he  asks  for  that  which  he  does 
not  need  himself,  but  for  three  loaves  for  another. 
But,  in  spite  of  all  the  odds  that  seem  to  be  against 
him,  by  persistently  pressing  his  plea,  he  receives 
that  for  which  he  asks.  If  selfish  man  can  be  thus 
prevailed  upon,  how  much  more  our  merciful  Fa- 
ther in  heaven!  If  we  want  anything,  the  Lord 
means  here  to  encourage  us  to  ask  for  it;  and  if  we 
do  not  receive  it  at  first,  we  should  ask  again,  and, 
if  necessary,  again,  and  again,  and  again.  Our  faith 
is  often  too  weak  and  we  falter,  and  doubt  too  soon. 

2.  Faith  encouraged.  "  Every  one  that  asketh  re- 
ceiveth."  And  if  poor,  ignorant,  short-sighted  hu- 
man parents  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  to  their 
children.  "  how  much  more  shall  your  heavenly 
Father  give?  "  There  is  no  reason  under  heaven 
why  God's  children  should  not  pray  and  expect  to 
have  their  prayers  fully  answered.  There  is  no  mo- 
tive in  the  heart  of  our  heavenly  Father  so  strong 
as  that  of  love.  This,  more  than  anything  else, 
moves  him  in  his  actions  and  attitude  toward  his 
children.  And  then  he  knows  all  our  weaknesses, 
and  dangers,  and  needs.  He  says  to  us:  "  Ask,  and 
it  shall  be  given  you."  Do  we  believe  what  he 
says?  that  he  will  give  his  believing  child  blessings, 
"  as  many  as  he  needeth  "  ?  Then  let  us  be  more 
instant,  more  persistent,  more  believing  in  prayer. 

J:\MES  M.   NEFF. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    of    Reading. 

FIRST    YEAR, 

"Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth.  $1.04;  paper 34  ecnt- 

"Lileol  A.  Judson."  cloth,  w  cents;  pnper is  cents 

"Our  Country."  cloth.  Sieenls;  paper 29  cents 

"Non-Such  Professor."  cloth 85  cents 

SECOND    YEAR. 

" Miracles  of  Missions,"  cloth,  o^eonts;  paper 34  cents 

"Memoir  of  Roborl  Moffat."  cloth, aj  cents;  pnpor,  ......  is  cents 

"Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents 

"The  Seven  Lnwsol  Teaching,"  cloth 6s  cents 

THIRD    YEAR. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  »i  Missions,"  cloth Ji  « 

"LUeol  Rohcrt  Morrison,"  clotl 70  cents 

"Do  Not  Say,"  nnd  "Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  <-h.  n-i* 10  cents 

0"Pricc9.  ns  (tlvcn  above,  ;ire  for  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 

nthcrs  pay  tt'uiil.ii  i<  lall  price. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTH READING  ClRCLB.— W,  B.  Stover,  Bills: 

i- I!  m   Barwlck,  Wesl  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs,  H.  M.  Stover.  Waym 
i,  Pa.,  Edith  R,  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  J, 

.  W.  B,  St 


JAIRUS 

DAUGHTER. 

The 

like 

Til 

ey  passed  ;n, 
slumbered  in  their 

folds— 

Not  1 
And 

sth 

tassel  si 

rring  in  the  air — 
ood,  the  ruler  hea 

d 

The  , 

nick 

■nine  <l,v 

sion  of  his  breath 

As  hi 
Agra 

And, 

grew  earnest 
dual  briglunea 
hawing  neare 

nwardly.    There  came 
i  o'er  his  calm,  sad  face; 
to  the  bed,  he  moved 

Thi  - 

And  1 

Ikeil  1  urtains  silently  apart, 
lok'ed  upon  tlie  maiden. 

Lik 

•  a  form 

Of  matchle 
The  linen 

ss  sculpture  in  her  sleep  she 
■eslure  folded  nn  her  breast 

lay- 

And, 

verl 

her  whit 

transparent  hand 

The  blood  sill]  rosy  in  their  tapering  nails, 
Her  hair  had  been  unbound,  and  falling  loose 
Upon  her  pillow,  hid  her  small  round  ears 
In  curls  of  glossy  blackness,  and  about 
Her  polished  neck,  scarce  touching  it,  they  hung, 
Like  airy  shadows  floating  as  they  slept. 
'Twas  heavenly  beautiful.    The  Savior  raised 
Her  hand  from  off  her  bosom,  and  spread  out 
The  snowy  fingers  in  his  palm,  and  said, 
"  Maiden]  arise!"— and  suddenly  a  flush 
Shot  o'er  her  forehead,  and  along  her  lips 
And  through  her  cheek  the  rallied  color  ran; 
And  the  still  outline  of  her  graceful  form 
Stirred  in  the  linen  vesture;  and  she  clasped 
The  Savior's  hand,  and  fixing  her  dark  eyes 
Full  on  his  beaming  countenance— arose! 

—Nathaniel  Parker  Willis. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 

Our  helpers,  those  who  are  going  to  help  furnish 
matter  to  make  this  department  of  the  Messenger 
one  of  the  most  interesting  (and  we  hope  not  one 
member  of  our  Missionary  Reading  Circle  will  ex- 
clude himself  from  this  number)  will  please  take 
notice  that  for  the  time  being  all  matter  for  this 
department  should  be  mailed  to  the  writer  at  Cov- 
ington, Ohio.  The  sickness  of  my  wife  has  made 
it  necessary  for  me  to  bring  her  here  temporarily 
where  the  desired  medical  attendance  could  be  had. 
It  was  with  the  most  sincere  regrets  that  we  left 
our  work  in  the  South,  but  we  shall  do  all  for  it  we 
can  from  here,  and  return  to  it  just  so  soon  as  the 
Lord  opens  the  way.  We  trust  that  many  prayers 
may  go  up  that  our  affliction  may  be  removed. 
Send  along  your  missionary  notes  and  news  and  let 
us  say  all  we  can  now  in  behalf  of  the  Circle. 


Next  week  we  want  to  publish  the  constitution 
of  our  Circle  and  remind  our  officers  of  their  duties. 
Especially  must  we  look  to  our  Local  Secretaries 
to  promote  the  work  of  the  Circle  in  the  various 
churches,  and  we  hope  they  will  carefully  reread 
their  duties,  to  be  published  here  next  week. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  a  satisfaction  to  those  who 
are  wanting  more  information  as  to  the  work  of  the 
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from  time  to  time  by  the  assistan 
tary.  The  list  as  I  have  it  at  presi 
May  Oiler,  Waynesbon 
Huntingdon,  Pa.;  Mrs.  G 
ter,  Va.;  Maggie  Bixler 
Mary  Flora,  Lordsburg, 
DeGraff,  Ohio;  C  O.  B 
Mrs.  Mary  C.  Weng 
Fahnestock,  McPherson,  Kans.;  Flo.  Schwinger, 
Hagerstown,  Md.;  Mrs.  S.  B.  Croft,  2448  N.  Sth.  St., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  W.  K.  Franklin,  Sam's  Creek, 
Md.;  Lou.  Royer,  Westminster,  Md.;  Annie  R. 
Roop,  Linwood,  Md.;  Iva  S.  Kaylor,  Mapleville, 
Md.;ElIaSprenkel,  114  S.  Beaver  St.,  York,  Pa.; 
E.  R.  Miller,  Spring  Creek,  Va.;  Martha  Click, 
Weyer's  Cave,  Va.;  Mrs.  K.  E  Fahrney,  Frederick, 
Md  ;  Minnie  Howe,  Maitland,  Pa.:  Mrs.  W.  W. 
Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa.;  S.  A  Blessing,  Kewanna, 
Ind.;  May  Shellenberger,  Covington,  Ohio;  Lucy 
Brumbaugh,  Baker's,  Ohio;  Mrs.  E.  Gibson,  Girard, 
111.;  Emma  Welty,  418  N.  Queen  St.,  Lancaster,  Pa.; 
N.  J.  Miller.  Sta.  A.,  Box  235  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Dora 
Sherfy,  Pomona,  Kans.;  Mrs.  I.  D.  Parker,  LUkhart, 
Ind.;  Mrs.  Sadie  Brallier  Noffsinger,  Johnstown, 
Pa  ;  Sarah  A.  Brumbaugh,  Huntington,  Ind.;  Lecta 
Montgomery,  Helms,  Va.;  J.  W.  Ikenberry,  Wirtz, 
Va.;  Ida  Flora,  Helms,  Va.;  G.  W.  Naff,  Naff's,  Va.; 
E.  H.  Eby,  Summerfield,  Kans.;  Etta  Houchins, 
Woolwine,  Va.;  Dr.  R.  T.  Alcers,  Alum  Ridge,  Va.; 
Mrs.  Linda  Griffith,  Meyersdale,  Pa.;  W.  B.  Dulan- 
ey,  Carthage,  Va.,  Andrew  J 
Noah  B.  Sherfy,  Blountville, 


Sydney,  Va. 
1  Co.,  Tenn. 


Circulars  and  blank  Promise  Cards  can  be  had 
either  from  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mt.  Morris, 
111.,  or  from  the  Secretary,  Edith  R.  Newcomer, 
Waynesboro,  Pa.  Applications  for  any  other  in- 
formation should  always  be  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary, who  will  gladly  and  promptly  answer  all 
questions.  j.  M.  n. 


THE  DARKER  SIDE. 


BY    HOWARD   MILLER. 


I  DO  not  feel  called  upon  to  assert  positively  that 
of  which  I  know  next  to  nothing,  but  it  seems  to 
me  that  many  a  man  or  woman  so  surrounded  that 
there  is  very  little  sunshine  in  their  lives  err  in  be- 
lieving that  their  reward  hereafter  will  be  propor- 
tioned to  their  misery  here.  This  is  a  very  com- 
mon feeling,  and  a  natural  one,  but  I  think  that  it  is 
a  mistake,  and  that  there  is  a  better  view  to  take. 

There  are  a  good  many  so-called  dispensations  of 
providence  that  better  be  called  cases  of  personal 
carelessness.  With  them  the  Lord  has  little  or 
nothing  to  do.  If  I  attempt  to  hurry  the  kitchen 
fire  with  a  gallon  can  of  oil,  and  it  explodes  and  I  am 
burned  to  death,  there  is  no  ground  in  my  theology 
to  connect  the  Almighty  with  the  facts  in  the  case. 
The  expected  happened  whether  I  looked  for  it  or 
not  and  a  greater  number  of  escapes  from  this  sort  of 
foolishness  occurs  than  there  are  fatal  terminations. 
We  are  too  willing  to  whine  when  we  hurt  ourselves 
and  appeal  to  God  to  help  us  out,  and  when  this 
does  not  occur  we  are  prone  to  console  ourselves 
with  the  idea  that  in  the  hereafter  there  will  be 
some  sort  of  balance  to  our  credit  that  will  inure 
to  our  advantage.  There  is  no  use  in  considering 
such  cases. 

Then  there  are  instances  of  disaster  that  are  ut- 
terly beyond  our  control,  such  as  an  idiot  child  a 
fire,  a  broken  bank  that  plunges  a  family  into  abject 
poverty  in  their  old  age,  and  any  number  of  similar 
occasions  of  lifelong  trouble  through  no  tault  of 
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the  subjects  of  these  unfortunate  surroundin 
reasonable  right  to  expect  any  additional  reward 
for  their  seeming  and  real  troubles  while  in  the  land 
of  the  living?     I  think  not. 

There  is  a  better  way  of  looking  at  it  and  I   can 
best  set  forth  what  I  think  by  an  illustration.     I 


have  in  my  possession  a  small  but  very  fine  oil 
painting  that  may  be  the  work  of  one  of  the  old 
masters.  The  prevailing  tone  is  black.  It  is  evi- 
dent to  the  most  inexpert  observer  that  a  spot  of 
white,  or  any  other  color,  on  the  face  of  the  picture 
would  mar  it  all.  The  absence  of  any  part  of  the 
black  would  be  a  blemish. 

If  each  atom  of  color  were  endowed  with  reason 
yet  incapable  of  knowing  the  mind  of  the  artist 
and  impossible  that  it  should  see  the  whole  picture 
would  it  be  justified  in  thinking  that  it  had  been 
hardly  used? 

It  is  not  that  it  is  where  it  is,  but  how  well  it 
does  its  work  where  it  is  that  makes  it  an  able  and 
improving  part  of  the  picture. 

God's  picture  on  the  page  of  time  is  a  similar  in- 
stance. If  there  is  anything  that  I  believe  it  is  that 
He  does  all  things  well  when  done  by  Him.  If  in 
the  disposition  of  the  life  coloring  of  individuals 
He  has  seen  fit  to  paint  them  in  sombre  shades  it  is 
not  for  the  creature  to  question  the  will  of  the  Infi- 
nite one,  and  it  is  simply  accepting  the  situation  as 
perfectly  proper  and  one  in  which  it  is  the  will  of 
God,  that  carries  with  it  any  assurance  of  future  ap- 
proval. Between  the  peasant  and  the  king  there 
may  be  a  vast  difference  in  the  final  result,  not  be- 
cause one  was  a  shepherd  and  the  other  a  ruler,  but 
because  the  king  lived  well  and  wisely  and  the 
peasant  did  not.  It  in  no  sense  depends  on  our 
surroundings.  All  depends  on  what  we  have  made 
of  them.  The  story  of  the  use  of  the  talents  proves 
this. 

There  are  often  cases  of  human  suffering  that 
seem  to  disallow  the  wisdom  and  the  equity  of  di- 
vine direction.  The  young  are  often  deceived  by 
them.  Here  is  a  hedger  and  ditcher  whose  life  is 
one  long  struggle  with  poverty,  sickness,  and  trou- 
ble, as  the  world  sees  it.  There  is  a  man  selling 
whiskey  and  dressed  in  the  best  the  world  affords. 
The  boy  says,  "  See  the  difference.  It  does  not  pay 
to  trust  in  God,  "  yet  the  youth  may  outlive  them 
both  and  read  the  record  and  reverse  his  opinion  as 
he  knows  more.  He  will  see  that  the  surroundings 
of  the  two  cut  no  figure,  in  the  final  estimate  of  the 
value  of  the  two  lives.  It  was  the  way  that  they 
lived  that  told  the  story. 

The  world  has  crystallized  its  belief  in  the  age- 
old  sayings  that  the  greater  the  cross  the  brighter 
the  crown,  and  the  heavier  the  burden  the  longer 
the  rest.  I  do  not  believe  it.  I  believe  that  the 
victory  is  not  because  of  these  things,  but  that  we 
have  so  adjusted  our  lives  that  they  were  right  in 
spite  of  our  situations. 

I  do  not  believe  that  any  person  can  merit  sal- 
vation by  showing  the  scars  of  life's  shackles.  But 
I  do  believe  that  the  victory  is  to  him  who  can  tru- 
ly say  that  he  tried  to  do  that  which  was  right  inde- 
pendent of  the  surroundings  that  he  in  no  way 
could  help,  and  which  he  accepted  as  not  to  be 
questioned  when  he  could  not  control  them. 
Lewisburgh,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 


BE  PROMPT. 


"  Don't  live  a  single  hour  in  your  life  without 
doing  exactly  what  is  to  be  done  in  it,  and  going 
straight  through  it  from  beginning  to  end.  Work, 
play,  study,  whatever  it  is,  take  hold  at  once  and 
finish  it  up  squarely;  then  to  the  next  thing,  with- 
out letting  any  moments  drop. 

It  is  wonderful  to  see  how  many  hours  these 
prompt  people  contrive  to  make  of  a  day.  It  is  as 
if  they  picked  up  the  moments  the  dawdlers  lost. 
If  you  ever  find  yourself  where  you  have  so  many 
things  pressing  upon  you  that  you  hardly  know 
how  to  begin,  let  me  tell  you  a  secret:  Take  hold 
of  the  very  one  that  comes  to  hand,  and  you  will 
find  the  rest  will  all  fall  into  line,  a 
like  a  company  of  well-drilled  soldi, 
work  may  be  hard  to  meet,  it  is  ea 
if  you  can  bring  it  into  line. 

You  may  have  often  seen  the  anecdote  of  the 
man  who  was  asked  how  he  had  accomplished  so 
much  in  life.  "  My  father  taught  me,"  was  the  re- 
ply, "  when  I  had  anything  to  do,  to  go  and  do  it." 
There  is  the  secret— the  magic  word,  now! 
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MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  JANUARY,   1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
nionth  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


A     brother,     Ord,     $4 ;     Rockton 


(To  be 
Pennsylvania, 
church  $2;  Huntingdon  church,  $9;  members  at 
Glade,  $1.27;  Myersdale  church,  $20.53;  Fred  Gum- 
bert,  Orbisonia,  $1 ;  a  brother  and  sister,  Waynesboro, 
£,25;  Bell  M.  Cohill,  $5.25;  Brethren's  Sunday  school  at 
Mechanicsburg,  $7;  first  Brethren  Sunday  school  at 
Rnyersford,  $6.18;  Abram  Cassel,  Harleysville,  §5; 
children,  Queen,  $2;  total, S 

Iowa.—'?.  Jane  Badger,  Panther,  §5;  South  Water- 
loo churcb,  $4 1 ;  total, % 

Illinois.— Rock  River  church,  $4;  Harry  Wingert, 
Si;C.  W.Lahman  and  wife,  ML  Morris,  Sro;  J.  C.Lah- 
man,  Franklin  Grove,  $10;  Arnold's  Grove  church, 
$10.15;  total, $ 

Maryland.— -M.  W.  Swan,  $1;  Woodbury  Sunday 
school,  Baltimore,  $5.96;  J.  E.  Gnagey,  Accident,  $5; 
a  sister,  New  Windsor,  $20;  a  brother  and  sister,  $1; 
Henry  Shamuel,  25  cents;  total, % 

<?/,«, —Engagement  Ring,  Leipsic,  $2;  Jennie  Kin- 
sey,  Boyd,  $1;  David  Fultz,  Rushville,  $1;  a  sister, 
Wadsworth,  $2;  Sallie  Shankster,  $2.50;  Sunday  school 
class  of  little  boys,  Harrod,  $1.25;  E.  D.  Messimore, 
50  cents;  a  brother  and  sister,  Tiffin,  $5;  Lewis  Smith, 
McClure,  12  cents;  total, $ 

Virg inia. —Bethlehem  church,  S7.27;  a  brother  and 
wife,  $2;  a  brother,  Maurertown,  $5;  Greenmount 
.church,  $1 ;  total S 

Indiana.— Spring  Creek  church,  $2.10;  Cordelia 
Whaley,  Velpen,  50  cents;  Lanah  Hess,  Goshen,  $io; 
William  Leedy,  Pierceton,  $1 ; S 

Minnesota.— Winona  church,  $5;  total, $ 

Missouri. -Mrs.  Allie  T.  Gump,  Nevada,  $1;  Mag- 
gie Mason,  Norborne,  $1;  a  sister,  Avery,  $1.65;  Bar- 
bara Wolf,  Plattsburg,  $1;  total, S 

Kansas.— Sunday  school  at  Mont  Ida.,  $2.05;  a 
brother  and  sister,  Ramona,  $2;  total $ 

California.— Amanda  Flora,  Lordsburg,  $2;  Covina 
church,  $1.40;  total S 

Nebraska.— A  sister  in  Christ,  25  cents;  Octavia, 
church,  $1-83;  total S 

Slate  Unknown—  Bro.  Henry  and  sister  Jennie 
Heistand,  S5;  Mary  Leedy,  Si;  total $ 

Florida—  Keuka  church,  $1.75 ;  total S 

Tennessee.— Knob  Creek  church,  55  cents;  total, ...  $ 


Pennsylvania.— Rockton  church,  $2;  Susan  N.  Bak- 
er, $11.71;  Huntingdon  church,  $20.62;  Meyersdale 
church,  $50;  Duncansville  church,  $6.03;  Fred  Gum- 
bert,  $[ ;  Mrs.  Jacob  Potter,  70  cents;  a  brother  and  sis- 
ter, Waynesboro, $15;  a  sister,  50 cents;  a  sister,  Harris- 
burg,  Si;  Ridgeway  church,  $13.73;  Germantown 
church,  Phila.,  $8.02;  Chiques,  $86.44;  J-  R.  Fogel- 
sanger,  Ridge  Dist.,  S5-SO;  Upper  Dublin  church,  $5; 
Huntingdon  church,  $15;  Upper  Cumberland,  85 
cents;  Abram  Cassel,  $10;  Samuel  Hoffman,  $20;  lones 

Kurtz,  50  cents;  a  brother  and  sister,  $6;  total, $    279  60 

Iowa.— Mrs.  E.  A.  Seabrook,  Wellman,  $3  50;  I.  A. 
Landis,  Shellsburg,  $3;  Deep  River  church,  $5;  Mrs. 
S.  B  Stoneroot,  Clarence,  Si;  Panther  church,  $3.65; 
G.  E.  Goughnour  and  wife,  $3;  South  Waterloo 
church,  $20;  Catherine  Markey.  Cedar  Falls,  $1 ;  Pleas- 
ant  Prairie  church,  $11;  Tom  Heckncr,  Hubbard,  40 
cents;  Isaac  Barnhizer,  Tilton,  $2.50;  Eph.  Lichty, 
Calvin,  $30;  Grundy  Center  church,  $7.70;  C.  Freder- 
ick, $2.50;  English  River  church,  H.  C.  N.  Coffman, 
$2.50;  Deep  River  church,  $10;  J.  P.  Wilson,  Toddville, 
$1;  South  Waterloo  church,  $6;  Samuel  Fikc,  $6;  S.  1. 

Long,  Waterloo,  $5;  total $    124  75 

Ohio.— J.  B.  Rinehart,  $2.50;  West  Dayton  church, 
$5;  Caroline  Smith,  $2.42;  Richland  church,  $i;  Mi- 
chael Domer,  Baltic,  $1.5°;  David  Fultz,  Rushville,  $i ; 
David  Hoover  and  wife,  Bradford,  $r,  a  sister,  Brad- 
ford, 10  cents;  S.  L.  Bame,  $15;  Lima,  Sro;  J.  P.  Kra- 
bill,  $10;  Pearl  Vore,  Lima,  $1 ;  Anna  Wolf,  Carding- 
ton,  50  cents;  Mary  E.  Miller,  60  cents;  Susie  Dukes, 
52  cents;  Noah  Longanecker,  Hartville,  $  cents;  Oak 
Grove,  $7.50;  Freeburg  church,  $5;  Wolf  Creek 
church,  S3. 75;  Price  Creek  church,  $5. 10;  a  sister,  Lo- 
di,$2;  Rhoda  Aldstadt,  10  cents;  Isabel  Aldstadt,  25 
cents;  Geo.  Kollar,  New  Philadelphia.Sn-So;  total,,  .-S 
Mary/and. — Broadfording  church,  S3.50;  Heaver 
Creek  church,  $5;  Manor  church,  $9.85;  Woodbury 
Sunday  school,  Baltimore,  S3;  J-  E-  Gnagey,  Accident, 
$5;  Bear  Creek  congregation,  $12.61;  a  sister,  New 
Windsor,  $10;  a  brother  and  sister,  $2;  Mrs.  Abram 
Friend.  40  cents;  total, S 


Pleasant  Hill  church,  $1.50;  Pine  Creek  church,  $1.20; 
D.  E.  Fox,  Shannon,  $1.20;  Lanark  church,  $1.20; 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  $3;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $3;  Sil- 
ver Creek  church,  $1.20;  Rock  River  church,  $22.45; 
SilverCreek  church,  $4.75;  Silver  Creek  church, $1.20; 
Sarah   Runs,   Arcadia,   $2  40;   Cerro     Gordo     church, 

$3;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S3;  Okaw  church,  $11.85;  I- 

Buck,Si.2o;  William  Landis,  $1  So;  David  Eby,  Lena, 
$1  20;  Marlha  L.ihman,  Ml.  Mortis,  $2.40;  Samuel  Hen- 
ry, I. aeon,  $1.20;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $1;  Shannon 
church,  N.  E.  Shirk,  $1  20;  W.  Snell,  Girarcl,  $[.50; 
Okaw  church,  $1.50;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  $3;  Polo 
church,   $6;    William   Trnslle,  $3.60;   Hickory   Grove 

church,  $2.25;  total ^ $  495  7° 

Iowa.— Coon  River,  $1.20;  C.  M.  Badger,  Panther, 
S1.20;  D.  W.  /.00k,  Dysart,  $3;  W.  D,  Tisdale,  Cedar 
Rapids,  $3;  Garrison  church,  $d;  Adam  Page,  Kagle 
Center,  $1.20;  South  Waterloo  church,  $3;  English 
River  chinch,  <,(>;  Smith  Waterloo  church,  $12;  James 
Christy,  Garrison,  Si. 50;  Elkhari  City  church,  $6; 
Sheldon  church,  $ym;  Dallas  Center  church,  $1.20; 
English  River  church,  S3;  Maple  River  church,  $7; 
Susan  Wise,  $1.20;  English  River  church,  $1.50;  I,  D. 
Trostle,  Kingsley,  $l.:o;  Panther  Creek  church,  $6.20; 

J.  N.  Grady,  Waterloo,  S3;  Grundy  Center  church, 
Si.20;  Eagle  Center  church,  $0;  South  Waterloo 
church,  S3;  East  Kingsly  church,  Si- 20;  English  River 
church,  $1.50;  N.  S.  Sheller,  Irester,  $3;  South  Water- 
loo church,  $34.25;  Panthei  i.  reek  church,  si.20;  H. 
C.  Wenger,  South  English,  $1.50;  Cyrus  Beeghly, 
Si. 20;  Jacob  Keffer,  New  Virginia,  $2.40;  English  Riv- 
er church,  $(.;  Grundy  I  enter  church,  50  cents;  South 
River  church.  $1.20;  English  River  church,  $1.20;  to- 


Total, 


(Used  fori 


irk  as  needed  by  the  Com 


<    EUROPEAN    FUND, 

in  If.  S.,  Denmark  and  Sweden. 

:.   Surplus,    S807.91;    Rock 


(Used  only  for  Mi 
Illinois. — Decatur  / 
River  church,  $16.35;  Sterling  church,  $5-75;  Yellow 
Creek  church,  $11.35;  Shannon  church,  $1340;  Wad- 
dam's  Grove  church,  $i4-So;  Peter  Royer,  Baders, 
S1.25;  Lanark  Sunday  school,  S24.30;  Milledgeville 
church,  S9.50;  Silver  Creek  church,  $25;  Jos.  Blicken- 
staff,  Oakley,  $5;  Lanark  Sunday  school,  50  cents; 
David  Puterbaugh,  Mt.  Morris,  $36;  Mattie  Lear,  Sel- 
lers, $2.50;  Henry  Keiffer,  Cerro  Gordo,  $io;  Mt.  Mor- 
ris Sunday  school.  S37.20;  Levi  Kerns,  Leaf  River, 
SL25;  Silver  Creek  church,  S8.75:  Pleasant  Hill 
church,  Sio;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $7-5°:  w-  0tter 
Creek  church,  $5;  Blue  Ridge  church,  $2.50;  David 
Bhckenstaff,  Cerro  Gordo,  $5;  Blue  Ridge  church, 
S37S;  Martha  Baker  and  S.  F.,  Farmersville,  $10; 
MaryC.  Lahman,  $30;  Jos.  Blickenstaff,  $5!  Yellow 
Creek  church,  $15;  Panther  Creek  church,  $5;  Okaw 
church,  $14;  Blue  Ridge  church,  $2. 50;  Mrs.  J.  F.  But- 
terbaugh,  $4;  Okaw  church,  $3.75;  Woodland  church, 
$5!  Sterling  church,  S2.50;  Susan  Eikenberry,  S*;  John 
Olsson,  Chicago,  $io;  Yellow  Creek  church,  Sio;  Sil- 
ver Creek  church,  $1.25 ;  Isaac  and  Mary  Shively,  $io; 
Cerro  Gordo  church,  S2.50;  Waddam's  Grove  church, 
SSI  Cerro  Gordo  church,  $5 ;  total $1,206  76 


/«rtYtfHa.-Salamonie  church,  $4;  J.  T.  Dobbins,  Wal- 
cott,  $5;  Spring  Creek,  S9.32;  J.  D.  Hostedler,  50  cents; 
Alex  Miller,  $2.50;  Union  Center  church,  $2.75;  Union 
Center  church,  $5;  S.  Burkett,  Millersburg,  $1.25; 
Kate  Nelton,  Laconia,  S';  Daniel  Forney,  $1.25;  David 
Stelle,  $i-5o;  John  R.  and  Mary  E.  Miller,  $2;  Yellow 
Creek  church,  $2;  Rock  Run  church,  $1.25;  Isaac 
Shrock,  Middlebury,  Si;  John  E.  Gnagey,  25  cents; 
Francis  Snavely,  $2.50;  Samuel  Cripe,  $1.50;  Win.  Hil- 
derbrand,  50  cents;  Samuel  Neff,  $2.50;  Isaac  Schrock, 

$i;  Portage  church,  Jack  Eurick,  $1.25;  total, $ 

Kansas.— Mary  Mohler,  Clyde,  50  cents;  Mrs.  A.  J. 

Barwick,  S3.50;  Samuel  Valentine,  S3. 40;  a  brother 

and  sister,  Ramona,  $2;  Sabetha  church,  Sio;  total,  .  .$ 

Minnesota.— Winona  church,  $lo;  the  Nettie  Stein 

Letter  Chain,  $7.30;  total, S 

Missouri.— Jacob  Crumpacker,  $1.25;  Miss  A.  Ken- 
aga,  Si;   Maggie    Mason,  Rockingham,  $i;    Walnut 

Creek  church,  $2.85;  Fairview  church,  $io;  total, $ 

Virginia.— Bethlehem  church,  Sio.30;  a  sister,  Bon 
apart,  40  cents;  a  friend,  25  cents;  a  brother  and  wife, 
New  Market.  $3;  Greenmount  church,  50  cents;  D.  C. 

Zigler,  65  cents;  total $ 

Tennessee—  Sue  Young,    Dove's  Mills,  Sio;  Knob 

Creek  church,  S3-4S:  total, S 

Oregon.— Coquille  Valley  church,  Sio;  Salem  church, 

S2;  total $ 

California.— Amanda  F'ory,  Lordsburg,  $1.70;  Co- 
vina church,  $5.60;  total, S 

West  Virgin  ia—  William  George,  Martin,  20  cents; 
Nan  A.  Breakiron,  75  cents;  David  Horner,  Gillispie, 
Si-  Catherine   Bays,    Russelville,  $3.50;   I,    F.   Ross, 

Simpson,  Si :  total, $ 

Oklahoma  Territory— Big  Creek  church,  $6.25;  to- 
tal,  * 


tal, 
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Ohio 


-West   Dayton  church,  si  [,s 
Bryan, 


);   Wolf    Creek 
S3!  John   Kit* 


N.  II.  Newcome 
ner,  Neys,  $1.50;  G.  W.  Bun 
Miami  church,  $i.So;  S.  W.  Blocker,  Greenville, $3.60; 
Ashland  church,  S6;  Black  River  church,  >i  50;  Jona- 
athan  Creek  church,  $1.50;  Lower  Still  watet  church, S3; 
Salem  church,  $3.10;  Logan  chinch,  $2.40;  Ludlow 
church,  $r.2o;  Concstoga  church,  $1.20;  John  Duplcr, 

Si. 20;  Sciic*  a  Church,  $4.50;  Belle  SlanlTiT,  S2.30; 
Swan  Creek  church,  $240;  Logan  church,  $2  ,|o; 
Green  Spring  church,  $1.50;  Jacob  Keen,  Dayton,  g(5; 
A.  A.  Mokerman,  S3;  Price  Creek  church.  $3.60;  Ad- 
am Pfifer,  Si.20;  David  Snyder,  Ashland,  $16;  Maple 
Grove  church,  $3.50;  D.  Martin,  Ashland,  83;  Salem 

church,  $1.25;  Mohican  church,  $12;  N.  I'nplar  Ridge 
church,  $6.30;  Anna  Newcomer,  $1.02;  Logan  church, 

$i  80;  U.  V.  Snyder.  Bellefontaine,  $i.ao;  total, $ 

Pennsylvanh.—  Rockton  church,  $1.70;  Myersdale 
church.  $27;  W.  Brower,  Spring  City,  $1.50;  A.  Fitz- 
water,  Port  Providence,S3;  Indian  Creek  church, $1.20; 
Welsh  Run  chun  h,  S3;  George's  Creek  congregation, 
$1.50;  William  Brown,  Si. 50;  New  Enterprise  church, 
$9.20;  Woodbury  church,  $1.20;  Huntingdon  church, 
$y.  Huntingdon  church,  S7.62;  S.  N.  Rcplogle,  $3; 
Lancaster  City  church,  $1.20;  Isaac  Replogle,  $1.20; 
Antietain  church,  $1.50;  Green  Tree  church,  $1.20;  An- 
tietam  church,  $6;  Myersdale  church,  S.t;  Jacob  Hom- 
er, New  Enterprise,  $1.20;  Summit  church.  $3;  N.Cou- 
estown  church,  $2.40;  James  Creek  church,  $3.60; 
Johnstown  church,  $2  20;  Abram  Cassel,  $2;  Mrs.  An- 
nie Cupp.  Myersdale,  S3;  Lewistown  church,  Si.20; 
Summit  church,  $1.50;  Green  Tree  church,  Si. 20;  to- 
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Michigan,— A 
Pennel,  $1;  Eli  Roose,  Buchanan,  $2;  total,  -  - 

Arkansas.— Emma  Detrick,  Huntsville,  $1 ; 
EIReno,  $2;  H.  J.  Beechly,  25  cents;  total,  . . . 

North  Dakota.— Red  River  church,  $2.80; 

Nebraska.— Red  Cloud  church,  $2.75;  total 

Marriage  Notices— -N.  F.  Baker, 
Edm.  Forney,  Illinois,  50  cents;  Charh 
cents,  J.  B.  Ferguson,  Pennsylvania,  \ 
Stouffer,  Pennsylvania,  50  cents;  Lis 
50  cents;  S.  S.  Miller,  Illinois,  50  cents;  B.  F.  Master- 
son,  California,  50  cents;  Isaac  L.  Myers,  Illinois,  50 
cents;  Peter  Forney,  Arizona,  50  cents;  J.  K.  Miller, 
Indiana,  $1;  Lydia  Bucher,  50  cents;  Albert  Berkley, 
50  cents';  S.  M.  Goughnour,  Colo.,  50 
ricks,  Si ;  N.  S.  Gipe.  50  cents;  total, 
Unknown  from  Record.- $9.90;  to 


D.  Boorsall,5o 
cents;  Menno 
2  Fahnestock, 


■  Hen- 


Total, 


( Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts. 

Illinois—  Decatur  A.    M.   surplus,  $403.95;  Carrie 

Miller,  Lanark,  75  cents;  Yellow  Creek  church,  Si-2Q 


tal, 


Maryland.  -Bear  Creek  church,  $7.50;  Maple  Grove 
church,  $3;  Manor  church,  $2;  S.  W.  Khinehart,  $1.20; 
Pipe  Creek  church,  $63;  Broadfording  church,  $2.50; 
Sue  E.  Martin,  Si;  W.  I.  Reichard,  S3;  total, $ 

Indiana.— Martin  Hoke,  $1.20;  Manchester  congre- 
gation, $1.50;  L.  D.  Wright,  Liberty  Mills,  $3;  Monti- 
cello  church.  $1 .25;  J.  K.  and  Anna  Kline,  $9;  Bache- 
lor Run  church,  $1.20;  A.  Miller,  S2.r0;  Nettle  Creek 
church,  $1.20;  Elizabeth  Neher,  Mulberry,  $1.20;  Mex- 
ico church,  $1,50;  Bachelor  Run  church,  $3.25;  Sue  B. 
Murray,  Nappanee,  Si. 20;  J.  L.  Minnick.  Eaton,  $3; 
J.  L.  Puterbaugh,  Elkhart,  $3;  Turkey  Creek  church. 
$1.50;  J.  C.  and  Lucinda  Mellinger,  $7.20;  Robert 
Metsker,  140  Etna  Ave.,  $6;  Clear  Creek  church.  $3; 
Turkey  Creek  church,  Si.20;  total, S 

Virginia.— V>.  W.  Neff,  Mt.  Jackson, $3;  J.  E. Grove, 
Mt.  Meridan,  S.i;  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  Winchester,  $3.78; 
John  Graybill,  $4;  Pleasant  Valley  church,  $8.13; 
Cook's  Creek  church,  Si. 50;  Flat  Rock  church,  Sl.50; 
P.  S.  Thomas,  Si. 50;  J.  M.  Garber,  Knightly,  $1.20; 
Middle  River  church,  $1.20;  K.  B.  Moomaw,  $12.50; 
John  Kline,  $1.20;  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  $1.50;  Jos.  Cricken- 
berger,  $1.20;  Abram  Kntpp,  $5;  total S 

Nebraska—  Bethel  church,  $7.80;  J.  E.  Young,  Be- 
atrice, Si  20;  total, $ 

Missouri  —  R.  A.  Orr,  Turney,  $1.20;  S.  E.  Logan, 
Rockingham,  $3;  J-  E.  Shanksberger,  $1.20;  Mound 
church,  S 1 ,20;  total S 

Kansas.—  Ottawa  church,  $120;  Salem  church,  $3; 
[.  W.  Trostle,  $2.40;  total $ 

California.— Amanda  Flory,  Lordsburg.  20  cents: 
Covina  churcb,  $2. 40;  total, $ 

Alabama.— X.  R.  Baker,  Fruitdale,!Si-5°;  total S 

{Concluded  on  page  /j6.) 
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The  District  Meeting  for  Southern  Indiana  will 
be  held  in  the  Arcadia  church  April  I,  the  Min- 
isterial Meeting  will  be  held  the  day  before. 

The  series  of  meetings,  held  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Moh- 
ler  in  the  City  of  Logansport,  Ind.,  were  full  of  in- 
terest and  afforded  much  encouragement  to  the 
few  members  residing  in  the  city.  There  was  one 
applicant  for  baptism. 

A  minister  in  the  Disciple  church,  writing  to  the 
Review,  says  he  formerly  spent  S12  a  year  for  to- 
bacco. But  by  the  help  of  God  he  quit,  and  ev- 
er since  he  has  been  giving  that  Si 2  yearly  to  the 
Lord.     A  good  example  to  imitate. 


C-&— When  chanelug  your  address,  please  ni 


Now  York, 
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Mount  Morris,  111.,  March  7,  1896. 


Eleven  additions    are  reported    in    the  Prices's 
Creek    church.   Ohio. 


We  are  informed  Ihat  Bro.  Peter  Overholtz 
Covina,  Cal.,  is  dangerously  ill. 


he  marriage  notices  in  the  Messenger  are  the 
ins  of  bringing  quite  a  little  sum  to  the  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board,  for  the  Board  gets  so  cents  for 
each  and  every  notice  appearing  in  the  paper.  And 
what  is  remarkable,  no  one  now  asks  us  to  insert  a 
notice  free. 

It  is  said,  that,  in  addition  to  the  100,000  or  more 
lives  lost  in  Armenia  by  outright  murder  and  star- 
vation, fully  $40,000,000  has  been  in  various  ways 
wrested  from  the  unfortunate  people  who  are 
now  being  persecuted.  No  amount  of  generosity 
can  ever  restore  this  great  loss.  All  the  generous 
people  of  the  civilized  world  can  do  is  to  keep  the 
suffering  from  starving  until  they  can  be  so  situat- 
ed as  to  help  themselves. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Middle  Indii 
held  in  the  Mexico  church.  April  1. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Maryland  will   be   held 
in  the  Long  Meadow  church,  April  16. 


The  meetings  in  the  White  Branch  church,  Ind., 
closed  with  five  applicants.  Bro.  Daniel  Snell  did 
the  preaching. 

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beaiim,  if  nothing  intervened,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  Lancaster  City,  Pa., 
last  Monday  evening. 


Thousands  of  people  sing,  "  O,  for  a  thousand 
tongues  to  sing  my  great  Redeemer's  praise,"  when 
in  fact  the  one  tongue  they  have  is  employed 
in  backbiting,  evil-speaking  and  is  used  in  a  hun- 
dred different  ways  unbecoming  devout  Christians. 
Had  they  only  a  clean  heart  they  would  be  aston- 
ished at  the  amount  of  good  the  one  tongue  might 
do.  Let  us  pray  God  to  help  us  make  good  use  of 
the  tongue  we  have! 


The  series  of  meetings  at  the  Pipe  Creek 
church,  Ind.,  conducted  by  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong, 
closed  with  six  accessions. 


Bro.  James  R.  Gish  is  still  quite  ill,  so  his  wife 
writes  us,  though  he  seems  to  be  improving  very 
slowly,  but  is  by  no  means  out  of  danger. 

Bko.  O.  Perkv  Hoover  writes  us  very  encourag- 
ingly of  the  cause  in  the  West  Dayton  church, 
Ohio.  Eighteen  have  been  baptized  since  last 
April. 

Bro.  J.  E.  Young  writes  us  that  he  is  now  in  the 
midst  of  a  series  of  meetings  in  Beatrice,  Nebr. 
There  is  Bible  reading  and  short  talks  for  one  half 
hour  previous  to  each  service. 

Since  his  return  to  Philadelphia,  Bro.  T.  T. 
Myers  is  delivering,  to  his  congregation,  Sunday 
evemng  talks  on  the  Bible  Lands.  He  commenced 
freb.  16,  and  will  continue  until  May  10. 

Bko  G.  E.  Stone,  of  Michigan,  who  was  with 
us  during  the  Bible  term,  writes  that  he  has  now  lo- 
cated in  Carson  City,  Mich.,  a  good  mission  point 
and  will  devote  much  of  his  time  to  the  work  in 
that  locality. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Pennsylvania,  after  clos- 
ing his  meetings  in  Logansport,  Ind.,  came  to  the 
Mount  to  spend  a  few  days  with  relatives  and 
friends.  He  preached  twice  for  us  last  Sunday 
once  in  the  Silver  Creek  house  and  once  in  the 
chapel.  H,s  talks  were  well  received  and  we  great- 
ly regret  that  he  could  not  remain  with  us  longer 
From  here  he  goes  to  Johnstown,  Pa.,  to  engage  in 
a  series  of  meetings. 


'  We  have  heretofore  mentioned  that  the  Disci- 
ples, Methodists  and  Lutherans  will  occasionally 
baptize  by  trine  immersion  when  it  is  demanded, 
but  we  are  now  informed  that  a  few  weeks  ago  a 
Baptist  minister  in  Anson,  Sumner  Co.,  Kans.,  bap- 
tized a  woman  in  the  same  manner.  Well,  we  are 
glad  to  see  the  different  denominations  gradually 
coming  back  to  the  original  mode.  It  is  some- 
thing that  they  need  not  to  be  ashamed  of,  for  the 
time  was  when  trine  immersion  was  practiced  by 
all  the  Christian  churches  of  any  note. 


One  of  our  preachers  orders  two  copies  of  Bro  R 
H.  Miller's  "  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended  " 
to  loan  to  his  neighbors.  In  this  way  he  hopes  t 
reach  people  who  cannot  be  won  by  preaching       ' 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Bro.  James  M.  Neff 
wife  is  very  ill.  Fearing  that  she  might  not  live 
long  it  was  deemed  best  to  bring  her  back  to  their 
former  home  at  Covington,  Ohio,  where  their 
friends  may  address  them  until  further  notice 
The  prayers  of  the  faithful  are  earnestly  craved  ' 
her  behalf. 

Writing  from  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  Feb.  25,  Bro 
A,  B  Fisher  says:  "  The  meetings  here  are  still  g0. 
ing  on.  Eleven  have  been  baptized  and  there  are 
nine  applicants  for  baptism,  with  others  halting  be- 
tween two  opinions.  Sunday,  the  23rd,  both  of  the 
ministers  here  were  compelled  to  go  home,  but  the 
members  had  prayer  meeting  that  night  and 
last  night,  with  the  result  that  Sunday  night  two  of 
the  writer's  children  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  last  night  six  others.  Bro.  Albert  Smith 
promises  that  he,  with  his  wife,  would  be  here 
to-day,  to  help  the  cause  along,  if  his  wife  is  able 
to  come.     She  has  been  sick." 


Now  and  then  a  paper  slips  through  the  press 
and  then  into  the  mails,  with  only  one  side  printed 
Those  who,  by  chance,  receive  such  a  paper  once 
or  twice  in  the  course  of  a  lifetime,  feel  imposed 
upon  by  having  thrust  on  to  them  a  paper  with 
blank  pages.  They  cannot  account  for  it,  nor  do 
they  accept  it  in  lieu  of  a  good  paper.  But  the 
Lord  has  blank  lives  imposed  upon  him  daily  by 
the  score.  Men  and  women  pass  throucrh  this 
world  without  having  been  of  much  help  to  either 
themselves  or  any  one  else,  and  then  wonder  why 
the  Master  is  not  pleased  with  them.  How  could 
he  be  when  their  whole  life  is  a  blank? 

In  one  respect  Dr.  Dowie,  the  faith-healer  of 
Chicago,  started  out  right;  for  he  had  himself  bap- 
tized by  trine  immersion,  and  also  baptized  hun- 
dreds of  others  m  the  same  manner.  But,  not  be- 
ing content  with  the  number  of  denominations  now 
in  existence,  another  has  been  organized  in  that 
city,  to  ^  be  known  as  the  "Christian  Catholic 
Church,  with  the  doctor  as  the  "General  Over- 
seer. the  principles  seem  to  be  very  little  dif- 
ferent from  other  churches,  save  that  divine  heal- 
ing ,s  to  be  the  prevailing  remedy  for  diseases  and 
he  pers  by  the  seventies  are  to  be  trained  and  sent 
lit,  two  by  two,  among  the  people.  The  doctor 
seems  to  have  weakened  on  H,.  Z  j  ,,  u""ur 
If  ,.  ,  °      on  the  mode  of  baptism, 

if  we  understand  the  basis  of  fellowship  cor- 
rectly persons  may  be  admitted  into  the  church 
by  either  sprinkling,  pouring,  single  or  trine  in, 
mdeedT  ^    '"^    ^    ^    »aptism     line 


The  Christian  Herald  very  prudently  advises 
against  marriages  where  the  parties  are  members 
of  different  churches.  While  they  may  love  each 
other  devotedly,  their  differences  in  faith,  as  well  - 
as  the  interest  they  should  take  in  their  respective 
churches,  will,  in  course  of  time,  more  or  less  al- 
ienate them.  It  is  most  unfortunate,  when  husband 
and  wife,  who  walk  together  pleasantly  during  the 
week,  have  to  separate  on  Sunday  morning"  and 
go  in  different  directions  for  their  spiritual  food. 
When  selecting  companions  for  life,  young  people 
should  take  this  into  consideration,  for  it  is  too  of- 
ten the  case  that  the  Sunday  morning  divergencies 
weaken  the  tie  that  binds  the  most  loving  of 
hearts.  And  what  is  here  said  against  those  of 
different  faiths  marrying,  should  be  urged  with 
double  emphasis  against  Christians  marrying  out- 
side of  the  church.  Most  of  such  marriages  give 
rise  to  troubles  that  might  have  been  avoided  by 
seeking  congenial  companions  of  the  same  church 
relations. 


TO  ELDERS  AND  PREACHERS. 

The  following,  from  the  Christian  Advocate,  con- 
tains a  lesson  that  we  feel  like  recommending  with 
emphasis  to  all  of  our  elders  and  preachers.  It 
will  bear  a  careful  study,  and  the  suggestions 
ought  to  be  heeded: 

"This  to  pastors:  If  you  have  five  hundred  mem- 
bers in  your  congregation,  and  there  are  twenty- 
five  of  them  that  are  not  walking  as  becometh  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  what  are  you  going  to  do  about 
it?  Will  you  rail  at  the  whole  congregation  from 
the  pulpit?  That  is  the  cheapest  and  easiest  way 
in  the  world  of  dealing  with  the  difficulty.  In  case 
you  adopt  it,  some  people  will  say  that  you  are  a 

y  brave  man.  But  it  is  much  to  be  doubted 
whether  you  will  thereby  accomplish  any  thorough 
reformation.  The  true  course,  provided  you  have 
the  courage,  the  gentleness,  and  the  discretion  to 
adopt  it,  is  to  go  to  the  offenders  face  to  face,  and 
tell  them  what  you  think  is  wrong  in  their  con- 
duct. In  a  great  many  instances  you  can  thus  re- 
claim them.  In  case,  however,  they  prove  incor- 
rigible, you  have  no  option  but  to  apply  the  law  of 
the  church.  One  instance  of  real  discipline,  ad- 
ministered in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  will  do  more  to 
clear  the  atmosphere  than  all  the  tall  pulpit  talk 
that  you  can  do  in  a  year.  You  ought,  of  course, 
to  give  public  instruction  on  all  points  of  morals, 
as  well  as  of  doctrine;  but  hardly  in  a  fulminating 


The  editor  of  the  Sunday  School  Times,  in  a  recent 

issue  of  his  paper,  presents  a  line  of  thought  on 

(  fasting  that  is  interesting  to  contemplate.     He  says: 
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"  We  have  no  reason  for  supposing,  from  the  Bi- 
ble teachings  on  this  point,  that  there  is  any  intrin- 
sic merit  in  either  prayer  or  fasting,  although  there 
is  an  obvious  gain  through  each  of  these  exercises 
in  its  time  and  place.  We  are  not  to  be  blessed  for 
our  much  speaking,  or  for  our  little  eating;  but  we 
can  have  blessings  through  our  drawing  near  to 
God  in  heartfelt,  trustful  prayer,  and  we  can  be  in 
a  better  frame  for  seeking  and  receiving  a  spiritual 
blessing  through  freeing  our  bodies  for  a  time  from 
the  burden  of  their  ordinary  work  in  the  disposal  of 
needful  nourishment.  A  measure  of  fasting  is  es- 
sential to  the  best  intellectual  or  spiritual  exercises. 
Therefore  he  who  would  be  specially  earnest  in 
prayer  on  an  occasion  would  naturally  give  himself 
to  the  exercise  of  prayer,  without  taxing  his  system 
at  the  time  with  the  burden  of  ordinary  digestion. 
This  seems  to  be  the  principle  underlying  the  prac- 
tice of  prayer  and  fasting.  Moses,  and  Elijah,  and 
David,  and  Nehemiah,  and  Ezra,  and  Daniel,  and 
Jesus  himself,  and  his  apostles,  all  fasted  at  times; 
and  there  is  no  prohibition  of  our  doing  as  they  did. 
We  are  enjoined,  indeed,  to  give  ourselves  to  fast- 
ing and  to  prayer  as  exercises  approved  of  God. 
Our  Lord  cautioned  his  disciples  against  a  formal 
and  mechanical  habit  in  fasting  and  in  praying,  but 
he  recognized  the  benefits  of  both  prayer  and  fast- 
ing, and  we  are  privileged  to  shape  our  lives  accord- 
ing to  his  teaching.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
however,  that  several  passages  which  seemed  to  en- 
join fasting  in  connection  with  prayer  have  been 
changed,  in  the  Revised  Text,  so  as  to  omit  the  call 
to  fasting.  Yet  the  principle  as  above  stated  seems 
to  be  recognized  in  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment.   

EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Ten. 

HINDUISM. — THE  TYRANNY  OF  CASTE. 

Since  we  have  started  a  mission  in  India,  it  may 
be  well  for  us  to  know  something  more  about  the 
people  whom  we  expect  to  assist  in  leading  away 
from  idolatry  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God. 
Many  of  our  readers  do  not  have  access  to  books 
containing  information  about  India  and  its  people, 
hence  it  has  occurred  to  us  that  several  letters,  de- 
voted to  the  subject  of  "The  People  of  India,  their 
Beliefs  and  Form  of  Worship,"  might  be  helpful  at 
this  time.  With  this  object  in  view  we  call  atten- 
tion first  to  the  class  known  as  Hindus. 

Of  India's  three  hundred  million*  souls,  by  far 
the  largest  number  are  worshipers  of  the  gods  of 
Hinduism;  and  so  numerous  are  their  gods  that 
Umbalal  Desai,  a  high-caste  Brahman  and  teacher 
of  the  High  School  at  Bulsar,  said  to  us:  "There 
are  three  hundred  million  people  in  India,  and 
there  is  a  god  for  each."  Before  speaking  of  their 
gods,  however,  .we  refer  to  the  curse  of  India, 
Hindu 

CASTE. 

The  word  "  caste  "  meaning  "  race  "  was  used  by 
the  Portuguese,  who  were  the  first  Europeans  to 
trade  with  India,  to  denote  the  classes  into  which 
the  people  were  divided.  The  word  was  changed 
by  English  writers  into  caste,  and  this  term  is  now 
universally  used  when  referring  to  Hinduism. 
Caste  is  so  closely  bound  up  with  the  religion  of 
India  that  it  seems  impossible  to  separate  them. 

There  are  four  great  castes  or  divisions  of  the 
people  in  India,  and  these  again  are  subdivided  in- 
to numerous  smaller  classes.     The  great  castes  are, 

I.  The  Brahmans,  or  priest  class,  who  are  said 
to  have  issued  from  the  mouth  of  Brahma,  the  Hin- 
du god,  at  the  moment  of  creation.  Their  busi- 
ness is  to  read  and  teach  the  sacred  books,  and  to 
offer  sacrifices  for  themselves  and  others.  They 
are  held  to  be  the  chief  of  all  created  beings,  and 
it  is  claimed  that  the  lower  castes  enjoy  life 
through  them. 


*  In  the  absenc 
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said  to  have  sprung 
from  the  arms  of  the  god.  They  bear  arms 
and  administer  the  laws  made  by  the  Brahmans. 
The  executive  government  is  vested  in  the  soldier 
caste  alone. 

3.  The  merchant  caste  came  from  the  thighs  of 
Brahma.  They  are  to  engage  in  trade,  keep  cattle, 
cultivate  the  soil  and  loan  money  at  interest. 
They  are  the  Hindu  business  men. 

4.  The  Sudra,  or  servant  class,  are  believed  to 
have  come  from  the  feet  of  Brahma.  They  are 
not  to  be  held  as  slaves,  but  as  servants  of  serv- 
ants. They  are  to  serve  the  classes  above  them, 
and  especially  the  higher  caste.  They  cannot  ac- 
cumulate or  own  property,  and  their  condition 
cannot  be  changed  or  improved. 

From  the  Rig  Veda,  the  book  the  Hindus  call 
their  Bible,  the  following  quotation  is  made,  show- 
ing the  origin  of  caste.  Speaking  of  Brahma  it 
says, 

"What  were  his  arms,  and  what  his  thighs  and  feet? 

The  Brahma  was  his  mouth,  the  kingly  soldier 

Was  made  his  arms,  the  husbandman  his  thighs, 
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There  is  still  another  class  known  as  Pariahs, 
or  outcasts,  that  is  without  caste.  They  are  the 
most  degraded  of  all  the  people  in  India.  None 
of  the  four  castes  will  hold  any  communication 
with  them.  Food  is  defiled  if  the  shadow  of  a 
Pariah  falls  upon  it.  All  those  who  violate  their 
caste  fall  into  the  low  class,  which  the  Hindu 
mind  regards  as  the  depth  of  vileness.  If  a  man 
and  woman  of  two  different  castes  should  marry, 
they  may  under  severe  penalties  hold  their  caste, 
but  their  children  will  be  doomed  to  become  out- 
cast Pariahs. 

As  before  noted,  these  classes  are  again  subdi- 
vided into  numerous  castes.  The  British  census 
report  for  1S81  gave  no  less  than  nineteen  thou- 
sand and  forty-four  caste  names,  and  these  were 
entered  in  the  order  of  their  relative  importance, 
beginning  with  the  Brahmans  and  ending  with  the 
Pariahs  or  outcasts.  Were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
these  figures  are  taken  from  the  official  report, 
one  might  doubt  their  being  correct.  As  it  stands, 
it  shows  how  hopelessly  India  is  divided  by  caste. 

One  cannot  remain  long  in  India  without  seeing 
the  effects  of  caste.  It  is  one  of  the  great  hinder- 
ances  to  mission  work.  It  builds  a  wall  of  sepa- 
ration between  the  different  classes  that  keeps 
them  from  all  social  intercourse.  It  dries  up  all 
human  sympathy,  and  is  directly  in  opposition  to 
the  great  Christ-given  doctrine  of  the  Fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man.  At  home 
we  have  some  idea  of  caste  as  it  exists  between 
the  white  and  black  races  in  the  South,  but  that 
is  but  a  shadow  of  the  power  of  castes  as  it  is  felt 
in  India.  Here  it  is  observed  with  the  strictness 
of  a  religious  rite  and  enforced  by  the  severest 
penalties.  It  determines  with  all  the  power  of  an 
unreasoning  tyrant,  every  Hindu  movement,  from 
the  day  of  his  birth,  until  he  is  laid  on  his  funeral 
pyre,  and  even  here  it  reigns,  for  the  burning  of 
his  body  and  the  disposition  of  ashes  are  subject 
to  the  iron  rule  of  caste. 

The  statement  of  Dr.  Wilson,  an  authority  on 
this  subject,  will  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  how 
the  laws  of  caste  regulate  all  the  actions  of  life 
among  the  Hindus.  Caste  has  ordained  for  in- 
fancy, youth  and  manhood,  methods  of  "sipping, 
drinking  and  eating;  of  washing  and  anointing; 
of  clothing  and  ornamenting  the  body;  of  sitting, 
rising,  reclining;  of  moving,  visiting,  traveling;  of 
speaking,  reading,  listening  and  reciting;  and  of 
meditating,  singing,  working  and  fighting.  It  has 
its  laws  for  social  and  religious  rites,  privileges 
and  occupation;  for  education,  duty,  religious 
service;  for  errors,  sins,  transgressions;  for  inter- 
communion, avoidance  and  excommunication;  tor 
defilement  and  purification;  for  fines  and  punish- 


ents.  It  unfolds  the  ways  of  committing  what  it 
calls  sins,  accumulating  sin  and  putting  away 
sin;  of  acquiring,  dispensing  and  losing  merit.  It 
treats  of  inheritance,  possession  and  disposition  of 
property;  and  of  bargains,  gains,  loss  and  ruin.  It 
deals  with  death,  burial  and  burning;  and  with 
commemoration,  assistance  and  injury  after  death. 
It  interferes,  in  short,  with  all  the  relations  and 
events  of  life,  and  with  what  precedes  and  follows 
or  what  is  supposed  to  precede  and  follow  life.  It 
reigns  supreme  in  the  innumerable  classes  and  di- 
visions of  the  Hindus,  whether  they  originate  in 
family  descent,  in  religious  opinions,  in  civil  or  sa- 
cred occupations,  or  in  local  residences;  and  it 
professes  to  regulate  all  their  interests,  affairs  and 
relationships.  Caste  is  the  guiding  principle  of 
each  of  the  classes  and  divisions  of  the  Hindus, 
viewed  in  their  distinct  and  associated  capacity." 

Whilst  the  rules  of  caste  thus  enter  into  all  the 
simplest  and  most  minute  details  of  life,  there  are 
four  general  rules  that  are  held  more  important 
than  others,  and  these  have  all  the  force  and  power 
of  a  sacred  law,  and  may  be  classed  as  follows: 

1.  Intermarriage  between  persons  of  different 
castes  is  strictly  prohibited.  This  rule  also  en- 
forces child  marriage  and  prohibits  widow  remar- 
riage. A  man  may  marry  as  many  times  as  he 
likes,  a  woman  but  once. 

2.  Restrictions  as  to  the  kind  of  food  to  be  eat- 
en and  its  preparation  by  cooks  who  must  be  of  a 
caste  not  lower  than  those  for  whom  they  cook. 
Dry  food  and  fruits  may  be  eaten  together;  but 
if  these  be  cooked  they  come  under  caste  rules. 
Brahmans  being  the  highest  caste  may  cook  for 
all  others. 

3.  Those  of  different  castes  must  not  eat  to- 
gether, neither  must  water  be  accepted  by  a  high 
from  a  low  caste  person.  Pariahs  or  outcasts,  are 
excluded  from  eating  except  among  themselves. 

4.  The  castes  are  prohibited  Irom  engaging  in 
any  occupation  except  that  which  falls  to  the  dif- 
ferent classes.  The  sons  follow  the  occupation  of 
their  fathers  and  are  not  allowed  to  change  at  will. 

These  iron  rules  fix  a  man's  lot  in  life  in  India, 
and  he  is  absolutely  helpless  to  change  or  alter  it. 
It  destroys  all  hope  and  ambition  to  better  the 
condition  in  life,  and  it  divides  the  people  into  so 
many  classes,  and  separates  them  so  completely 
that  there  is  but  little  unity  of  action  among 
them.  England,  with  her  sea-girl  islands  and  com- 
paratively small  population,  rules  India's  three 
hundred  million  to-day,  because  caste  makes  unity 
impossible.  Were  it  not  for  this  pernicious  sys- 
tem with  its  twin  sister,  idolatry,  India,  with  her 
vast  population  and  her  infinite  resources,  might 
be,  and  would  be,  one  of  the  leading  nations  of  the 
world.  As  it  is,  she  is  ruled  by  a  handful  of  men 
who  are  not  always  alert  for  her  best  interests. 

Well  might  Bishop  Heber  say,  "The  caste  sys- 
tem tends,  more  than  anything  else  the  devil  has 
yet  invented,  to  destroy  the  feelings  of  general  be- 
nevolence, and  to  make  nine-tenths  of  mankind 
the  hopeless  slaves  of  the  remainder." 

An  English  author  of  note  and  authority*  recog- 
nizes the  fact  that  the  British  rule  in  India  de- 
pends upon  caste.  He  says:  "Its  action  tends  to 
arrest  progress,  to  paralyze  energy,  to  crush  manly 
independence,  to  stifle  healthy  public  opinion,  to 
make  nationality,  patriotism,  and  true  liberty  al- 
most impossible.  .  .  .  And  certainly  the  antago- 
nism of  these  caste  associations  has  helped  us  to 
govern  the  country  by  making  political  combinations 
impracticable." 

But  worse  than  all  these,  caste  distinction  al- 
ienates men  from  the  true  God  and  makes  the  task 
of  lifting  them  out  of  ignorance  and  idolatry  and 
leading  them  to  Christ,  a  most  difficult  one. 

D.  L.  M. 


(  To  be  Continued. ) 
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» HOME  »  AND  »  FAMILY  < 

THE  INEXHAUSTIBLE. 

A  man,  in  airs  of  courts  sublime  arrayed, 
Mercy  and  majesty  in  deep  eyes  blent, 
Over  the  hard,  hot  road  on  errand  went 

To  stay  the  passing  breath  of  some  sweet  maid. 

Among  the  throng  that  pressed  him,  half  afraid 
One  strained  to  touch  his  trailing  hem;  she  meant 
To  draw  sure  healing  unawares;  attcnt 

To  that  swift  thrill,  his  course  he  stayed. 

"  Who  touched  me?  "     Ah,  my  Lord  and  Healer  true, 
I  need  thee  so  much,  and  thou  art  great, 
Full  as  the  sea  thy  store,  which  grows  not  less 

By  liberal  gifts  to  cloud  and  lake,  whose  due 
They  pour  back  in  its  bosom;  nor  abate 

Thou  of  thy  grace  the  suffering  world  to  bless. 
— Adaline  Hohf  Beery. 

PRAYER  MEETINGS'  STU1YIBLINCJ  BLOCKS. 

DV    G,   J.    FERCKEN. 

The  following  is  translated  from  a  religious 
French  paper  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  perused 
with  interest  by  the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, and  be  the  means  of  improving  many  a 
prayer  meeting  in  far  America: 

Stumbling  blocks  in  praver  meetings  are, 

Christians  weak  in  the  faith. 

Christians  who  speak  too  much. 

Christians  who  come  too  late  to  the  meetings. 

Christians  who  always  take  back  seats. 

Christians  who  have  theological  hobbies. 

Christians  who  pray  four  times  more  than  is 
needed. 

Christians  who  know  (?)  more  than  the  preacher. 

Christians  who  think  they  have  the  monopoly  of 
holiness. 

Christians  who  are  full  of  fire  and  enthusiasm  at 
meetings,  and  are  dumb  as  fishes  at  home. 


SUNDAY  MORNINQ  AT  THE  PREACHER'S. 

BY   JOHN   CALVIN   BRIGHT. 

A  YOUNG  brother  away  from  home  thus  writes  to 
his  parents  a  description  of  what  he  saw  and  heard 
at  the  home  of  one  of  the  preachers  as  he  made  a 
call  on  Sunday  morning:  "  They  were  just  having 
their  morning  lesson  which  the  father  read  and  ex- 
plained to  his  two  little  boys,  Emmert  and  Paul. 
It  was  the  lesson  for  Sunday  school.  He  then 
asked  Paul  to  give  the  Golden  Text,  but  he  could 
not.  Then  he  asked  Emmert  and  he  gave  the  sub- 
stance of  it.  Then  the  father  repeated  it  and  then 
Paul  was  able  to  say  it.  Then  they  had  prayer  and 
ate  their  breakfast." 

Do  all  of  our  preachers  have  religious  services  at 
home  on  Sunday  morning?  Or,  I  beg  your  pardon, 
do  all  of  our  people? 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  find  pearls.  They  are 
mostly  in  deep  waters,  and  it  requires  great  skill  to 
procure  them.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  find  Christ 
when  directed  to  by  the  flesh  and  the  carnal  pro- 
pensities. The  pride  of  the  heart  will  revolt  at  be- 
ing stripped  of  all  its  pretensions.  The  requirements 
of  the  Gospel  are  too  mortifying  to  the  sinner,  be- 
cause he  has  never  yet  examined  his  own  heart  to 
perceive  his  sin  and  wretchedness,  nor  has  he  looked 
into  the  sacred  Scriptures  to  perceive  Christ  and  his 
glory. 

It  is  said  that  pearls  are  so  strong,  compact  and 
durable,  that  even  fire  does  not  consume  them,  nor 
ordinary  strength  break  them. 

So  with  Christ!  He  is  a  tried  stone,— a  sure  foun- 
dation. No  fire  can  consume  him,  no  infidel  or  Sa- 
tanic power  can  injure  him.  The  gates  of  hell  can- 
not prevail  against  him. 

Pearls  are  the  most  valuable  of  ornaments. 
Those  who  wear  them  are  considered  by  the  fash- 
ionable the  honored  of  mankind.  Christ  is  the  be- 
liever's richest  ornament,  and  all  who  are  adorned 
with  this  pearl  are  the  most  renowned  and  honored 
ones  in  all  the  earth. 

Notwithstanding  the  excellence  and  value  of 
pearls  yet  many  are  ignorant  of  them.  Many  es- 
teem them  no  more  than  pebbles  that  are  trodden  un- 
der foot.  So  with  Christ.  Though  so  very  precious 
in  every  way,  many  are  ignorant  of  him.  Many  de- 
spise and  reject  him.  They  see  no  "  form  nor  come- 
liness" in  him  because  the  eyes  of  their  under- 
standing are  darkened. 

In  the  text  we  learn  that  the  merchant  upon  find- 
ing one  pearl  of  great  price  sold  all  he  had  and 
bought  it.  He  was  willing,  it  seems,  to  give  all  he 
had  for  this  one  valuable  pearl.  So  it  is  with  the 
one  who  has  found  Christ.  He  must  become  willing 
to  part  with  all  else,— surrender  the  world  with  all 
of  its  fascinations.  It  is  amazing  to  contemplate  the 
awful  folly  of  those  who  prefer  earthly  vanities 
to  Christ.  Death  will  soon  cause  them  to  surrender 
all  they  idolize  here  on  earth.  They  will  then  lack 
that  which  alone  is  real  valuable, — Christ,  the  pearl 
of  great  price. 

Jejjersonville,  III. 


'CHEERFULNESS.' 


THE  PEARL  OF  OREAT  PRICE. 

BY  JOHN   HARSHBARGER. 

"Again  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  merchantman,  seek- 
ing goodly  pearls:  Who.  when  he  had  found  one  pearl  of 
great  price,  went  and  sold  all  that  he  had,  and  bought  it."— 
Matt.  13:  45,  46. 

Christ's  teachings,  through  symbols  and  parables 
have  ever  been  instructive  to  the  faithful  Bible  stu- 
dent. 

Pearls  are  of  a  mysterious  origin,  found  in  shell 
fish  of  the  oyster  family.  They  are  the  most  costly 
and  valuable  gems  to  be  found  anywhere.  Though 
small  as  they  are,  some  of  them  are  valued  at  enor- 
mous figures.  So  with  Christ,— the  pearl  of  great 
price.     No  human  being  can  estimate  his  worth. 

Those  who  would  find  pearls  must  searrch  diligent- 
ly for  them.  They  are  required  to  encounter  many 
dangers  by  diving  into  the  sea  after  them.  Those 
who  would  find  Christ  must  seek  diligently  as  for  a 
hidden  treasure.  They  are  required  to  press 
through  all  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  life 
and  profession  of  Christ. 


It  is  very  hard,  sometimes,  to  be  cheerful,  when 
troubles  and  trials  assail  us,  but  the  true  child  of 
God  should  look  unto  Jesus,  keep  close  to  him, 
and  he  will  comfort.  He  says,  "  Be  of  good  cheer  " 
To  the  man  sick  of  the  palsy  he  said,  "  Thy  sins  be 
forgiven  thee."     Matt.  9:  2. 

When  Jesus  was  seen  by  the  disciples  walking  on 
the  sea  they  cried  out  for  fear,  but  Jesus  spake  unto 
them,  saying,  "  Be  of  good  cheer;  it  is  I,  be  not 
afraid." 

The  apostle  Paul  suffered  shipwreck,  but  he  ex- 
horted the  commander  of  the  ship  to  be  of  good 
cheer,  as  no  man's  life  should  be  lost,  but  of  the 
ship.  Acts  27:  22.  When  Paul  was  beckoned  by 
the  governor  to  speak  he  answered,  "  For  as  m 
as  I  know  that  thou  hast  been  of  many  years  a  judge 
unto  this  nation,  I  do  the  more  cheerfully  answer 
for  myself."     Acts  24:  10. 

Paul  and  Silas  sang  praises  unto  God  when  in 
prison,  although  no  doubt  they  suffered  much  with 
their  feet  in  the  stocks.  To  our  beloved  brethren, 
who  are  suffering  imprisonment  in  a  foreign  coun- 
try for  loyalty  to  Christ  and  the  church,  I  would 
say:  "  Be  of  good  cheer."  May  the  time  soon  come 
when  the  prison  door  will  be  opened  and  you  will 
be  allowed  to  go  free. 

We  cannot  always  expect  sunshine  in  this  life, 
but  if  troubles  arise,  try  to  sing  them  away,  instead 
of  fretting  and  grieving  over  them.  The  homely 
saying  has  it,  "No  use  crying  for  spilt  milk." 
When  soldters  go  into  battle  the  band  plays  some 
cheering  music  to  encourage  them  to  do  their  duty. 
We,  as  soldiers  of  the  Lord,  should  endeavor  to  sing 
praises  unto  him  with  cheerful  hearts.  Christ  says, 
"In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tribulation,  but  be  of 


good  cheer!     I   have  overcome  the  world,"    John. 

16:  33- 

"  Let  it  come,  and  be  not  fearful; 
What  another  day  may  bring; 
For  the  heart  that's  always  cheerful 
Feels  not  half  of  sorrow's  sting." 

Middletowu,  Pa. 


CORRESPONDENCE  *- ■< 


cited  for  this  Departm 


give  name  ot  church,  county  and  st 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other 
department.    Our  advertising  colu 


From  the  Big  Creek  Church,  Okla. 


The  home  ministers  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  and  continued  for  nearly  two  weeks. 
Two  came  out  and  wanted  to  unite  with  the  people 
of  God,  but  as  their  parents  opposed  them,  they 
postponed  it  for  a  time.  Then  Eld.  Appleman, 
from  Paradise  Prairie  church  came  to  us,  and  also 
Eld.  Samuel  Edgecomb,  from  Kansas.  They  held 
forth  .the  Word  with  power  and  with  the  Spirit. 
Saints  were  built  up  and  encouraged.  Sinners 
were  made  to  shed  tears.  I  think  there  was  much 
good  done.  We  have  one  disadvantage  in  this, 
country,— we  need  a  house  of  worship.  During- 
our  meetings  we  could  not  all  get  into  our  house, 
as  the  crowd  got  larger  and  larger  toward  the  last. 
We  have  now  rented  twenty-five  acres  of  land  and 
are  going  to  plant  it  in  cotton.  Then  the  church 
is  going  to  harvest  it,  and  use  the  means  for  build- 
ing a  church.  Eld.  Edgecomb,  from  Kansas,  has 
bought  a  farm  on  Big  Creek,  in  Oklahoma.  He  is 
a  minister  of  ability  and  will  do  us  good.  We  are 
glad  to  have  him  locate  with  us,  as  we  need  his 
services  very  much.  A.  G.  Fillmore. 

Cashing,  Okla.,  Feb.  22. 


From  Painter  Creek,  Ohio. 


The  Bible  Term  in  the  Pittsburg  house,  of  the 
Ludlow  district,  closed  Feb.  14  with  an  attendance 
of  over  one  hundred,  some  few  being  from  other 
congregations.  This  being  the  first  school  of  this 
kind  ever  held  at  this  place,  the  most  of  us  were 
not  accustomed  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
conducted,  but  we  soon  became  greatly  interested 
and  impressed  with  the  systematic  manner  pre- 
sented in  studying  the  Bible.  There  were  three 
classes,  and  four  recitations  each  day;  also  preach- 
ing in  the  evening.  While  the  six  day  sessions 
were  entirely  too  short  to  make  much  progress  in 
studying  the  Book,  yet  all  who  attended  have 
gained  a  just  conception  of  what  is  to  be  known,  and 
how  little  of  that  is  known. 

Our  quarterly  council  was  held  Feb.  15  in  the 
Georgetown  house.  Nine  letters  were  granted  to 
members  moving  away.  To  fill  these  vacant  seats 
our  elder,  Tobias  Kreider,  urged  that  all  the  mem- 
bers should  go  to  work  and  get  their  neighbors 
and  friends  to  come  to  Christ  and  not  wait  for  the 
minister  to  do  all  the  work. 

Bro.  Granville  Minnich  was  elected  to  superin- 
tend the  Sunday  schools  during  the  coming  sum- 
mer, with  Joseph  Ruble,  Assistant.  A  series  of 
meetings,  conducted  by  one  of  our  home  minis- 
ters,—Eld.  Jesse  Stutsman,— was  begun  at  the 
Georgetown  house  on  last  evening. 

Levi  Minnich. 

Feb.  ig. 

Scraps. 

—"Why  don't  you  write  oftener  for  the  Mes- 
senger," a  sister  wrote  to  me  recently.  My  an- 
swer is:  There  are  so  many  abler  pens  than  mine 
to  fill  its  pages.  The  omission  of  one  item  in  my 
"Scraps,"  some  time  ago,  failed  to  locate  them 
at  New  Enterprise,  Pa.  Several  smaller  omissions, 
or  rather  a  little  abridging,  made  me  say  several 
things  not  quite  true,  but  it  is  too  late  now  to  refer 
to  it  further. 

—Some  of  our  old  writers,  Bro.  Howard  Miller, 
sister  Burkholder,  and  others,  are  favoring  us  with 
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articles  after  a  long  rest.  I  miss  sister  Carrie 
Anderson's  correspondence  from  Sweden.  Her 
piety  and  her  consecrated  life  were  in  striking 
contrast  with  the  many  pleasure-seeking,  self-lov- 
ing Christians  of  America,  who  have  had  so  many 
greater  opportunities! 

—Sister  Wealthy,  your  "Jottings,"  too,  awak- 
ened a  flood  of  memories.  I  thought  of  her  on 
New  Year's  Day,  as  I  often  have  before.  Twenty- 
three  years  ago,  during  the  cold  winter  of  18/3, 
she  will  remember  how  she  and  the  foreman  in  the 
office,  at  the  old  town  of  Markleysburg,  were  snow- 
bound. Bro.  H.  B.,  the  only  editor,  and  I,  the  only 
typo,  had  to  work  day  and  night  to  get  out 
the  paper.  I  thought  of  her  faithful  work  on  it 
for  years,  when  the  Messenger  came  in  its  enlarged 
form. 

I  thought  of  her  so  much,   too,  when,  a  few 

months  ago,  brethren  Lane  and  Spanogle  preached 
for  us.  The  former  is  from  her  old  home  church, 
the  place  where  she  so  early  consecrated  herself 
to  Christ. 

These  brethren   had   up-hill   work  and  sleepy 

congregations  preaching  about  our  duty  in  giving 
to  the  poor,  and  the  propriety  of  supporting  an 
"  Old  Folks'  Home  "  for  our  poor,  ft  is  sad  when 
members  who  have  plenty  of  means  to  spend  tor 
tobacco,  have  to  be  told,  if  their  share  is  fifty  cents 
01  a  dollar,  to  give  to  the  poor.  How  can  we 
pray,  "  God  bless  the  poor,"  and  waste  the  means 
that  he  has  blessed  us  with,  that  we  might  help 
him  to  bless  them  with? 

"  Alas  for  the  rarity 
Of  Christian  charity 

Under  the  sun; 
O  it  was  pitiful 
Near  a  whole  city  full. 
Home  she  had  none! 

If  we  could  only  make  the  beautiful  lines  of 
Longfellow  our  own: 

"And  only  the  sorrow  of  others, 
Throws  its  shadow  over  me." 

i  ,Bro.  Daniel  Walker,  of  Somerset  County,  Pa., 

preached  several  weeks  at  the  Waterside  church, 
closing  about  Christmas.  The  attendance  and  in- 
terest were  good  for  this  place.  Bro.  Walker's 
labors  were  much  appreciated,  but  many  felt  that 
the  meeting  closed  too  soon. 

—Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of  Kansas,  labored  sev- 
eral weeks  at  the  Snider  church,  during  the  month 
of  January,  with  a  crowded  house  and  an  interested 
audience.  There  were  no  direct  fruits  of  labor 
at  either  of  these  meetings,  but  much  good  was 
done  and  perhaps  the  reaping  will  come  by  and  by. 
—Bro.  L.  Y.  Holsinger,  of  Indiana,  is  now 
preaching  for  us  at  the  large  house  at  New  En- 
terprise, having  commenced  a  week  ago.  Many 
of  the  members  are  sick,  and  the  weather  very 
changeable,  but  the  attendance  is  good.  Two  have 
already  applied  for  baptism.  I  report  these  meet- 
ings by  request  of  our  elder,  as  sister  Buck  has 
been  the  authorized  reporter  of  church  news  for 
some  time  here.  How  much  more  these  meetings 
might  be  to  the  churches,  if  all  the  members  would 
awake  to  their  duty  as  they  ought,  if  all  would 
attend  who  could  and  invite  their  unconverted 
friends  along.  Do  we  pray  for  these  meetings  as 
we  should,  and  then  get  our  own  hearts  ready  to 
enjoy  them,  and  work,  that  our  prayer  may  be  an- 
swered? 

—What  a  new  thing  to  read  a  No.  53  Gospel 
Messenger!  I  wondered  when  the  printers  got 
their  holidays.  [They  had  to  do  without  this 
time.— Ed.]  The  letters  referring  to  our  early 
church-paper  were  interesting  to  me.  The  Gospel 
Visitor  was  a  household  word  in  my  childhood. 
I  cannot  remember  when  I  first  learned  to  read 
its  pages.  I  remember  of  my  mother  churning  and 
reading  it  at  the  milk-house  one  summer  day, 
when  I  was  seven  years  old.  When  she  would 
lay  it  down  I  would  read  the  names  of  the  peopl 
who  died,  and  I  remember  how  bad  I  felt  when 
it  did  not  read  sister  or  brother.  I  thank  God  for 
pure  Christian  literature  and  that  my  mother  never 
said  she  was  not  able  to  take  the  church-paper. 
—What  lessons  we  can   learn   from   the  simple 


faith  of  a  little  child!  Last  autumn,  the  day  our 
missionaries  and  others  sailed,  I  said  to  my  little 
five-year-old  boy,  "Today  our  missionaries  sail. 
Bro  Henry  goes  along."  "  Across  the  ocean  on  a 
big  ship,  and  they'll  see  leopards! "  said  he.  I  said, 
"  Don't  you  think  we  ought  to  pray  for  them  that 
they  don't  drown?"  "Why,  mamma,  they're  good, 
they  won't  drown,"  said  he.  I  thought  about  the 
way  in  which  so  many  people  help  on  the  Lord's 
cause.  They  look  on,  and  think  the  minister  and 
the  Lord  will  do  it  all.  Nestling  up  to  me  some 
time  ago,  after  seeing  from  the  window  a  crowd 
gather  to  baptize  some  converts,  my  little  boy 
said,  "Mamma,  ain't  you  going  to  join  this 
church?"  "Why  do  you  ask  that?"  I  said.  "  O, 
I  thought  you  would  like  to  try  this  church  awhile." 
How  many  people  simply  try  churches  awhile! 

— Last  spring  at  our  District  Meeting,  while  min- 
isters were  telling  how  much  money  was  needed 
to  build  churches,  sitting  in  the  rear  of  the  church 
a  sister  at  my  side  said,  "  If  they  would  sell  big 
sleeves,  they  might  get  a  good  bit."  How  many 
orphan  children  might  be  clothed  with  the  super- 
fluous goods  wasted. 

— At  the  close  of  the  war  for  Independence,  at 
the  opening  of  Parliament  in  1782,  King  George, 
in  a  voice,  choked  with  emotion,  closed  his  speech 
by  saying  that  it  was  his  earnest  prayer  that  "  re- 
ligion, language,  interest  and  affection  might  prove 
a  bond  of  permanent  union  between  the  two  coun- 
tries." What  a  noble  prayer  for  a  subdued  king, 
and  what  a  blessing  if  that  bond  of  union  would  be 
permanent! 

— Calmly  and  peacefully  the  old  year  seemed 
to  be  dying  until  about  twenty-four  hours  before 
his  death,  when  suddenly  he  starts  convulsively 
with  "wild  and  touching  wail"  as  if  sorrowful  for 
the  aching  hearts  he  had  made. 

"His  winds  like  anthems  roll;" 
They  are  chanting  solemn  masses, 
Singing,  "  Pray  for  this  poor  soul, 
Pray,  pray!" 

Emma  A.  Replogle. 
New  Enterprise,  Pa.,  Feb.  16. 


From  Jennings,  La. 

Eld.  S.  A.  Honberger  and  the  writer  began  a 
series  of  meetings  at  Jennings,  La.,  Feb.  16.  We 
preach  alternately,  and  endeavor  to  make  a  chain 
of  our  work.  We  tried  first  to  impress  the  mind 
with  the  various  features  of  "  Free  Moral  Agency." 
Then  followed  the  "Atonement,"  "  Salvation,"  with 
its  conditions,  etc.  We  are  having  fair  congrega- 
tions. 

The  Brethren  have  just  completed  a  very  neat 
and  comfortable  little  church  in  this  town,  of  the 
following  dimensions:  24  feet  wide,  36  feet  long,  and 
14  foot  ceiling. 

A  very  small  debt,  we  understand,  hangs  over  the 
church,  but  will  be  lifted  in  a  few  days.  The  dedi- 
catory services  will  be  conducted  on  next  Sunday, 
Feb.  23.  We  have  only  eight  resident  members  in 
town,  and  no  minister  at  present,  but  will  be  sup- 
plied from  Roanoke  for  the  present. 

C.  D.  Hylton. 

Feb.  a-  . 

A  Letter  from  Sweden. 

"  What  shall  we  then  say  to  these  things?  If  God  he  tor  us, 
who  can  be  against  us?  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but 
delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also 
freely  give  us  all  things?"— Rom,  8:  31,  32. 

These  words  are  a  great  comfort  to  all  who  have 
learned  to  know  Jesus  Christ;  but  a  greater  com- 
fort to  them  that  are  set  apart  to  tell  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  the  Gospel.  I  feel  happy  in  my  position, 
notwithstanding  the  adverse  circumstances  I  some- 
times meet  with.  The  people  whom  I  visit  are 
generally  poor  in  soul  and  body,  and  their  misery 
can  not  well  be  described  in  words. 

My  greatest  desire  is  to  open  their  eyes,  that 
they  may  see  the  love  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 
Yes  "  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  their's  is 
the 'kingdom  of  heaven."  Matt.  5:  30.  Oh,  that 
the  poor  may  see  the  grace  of  God  towards  them, 


that,  though  forsaken  in  this  world,  yet  God  shall 
never  forsake  those  that  seek  him.  This  I  wish  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  these  people  who  are  de- 
pressed in  soul  and  body. 

Others,  again,  are  satisfied  with  their  condition. 
They  have  been  sprinkled  as  infants,  and  confirmed 
by  the  Lutheran  church.  They  claim  to  be  doing 
right  to  everybody,  and  this  they  have  learned  from 
their  childhood,  and  thus  they  think  themselves  to 
be  Christians.  All  other  churches, — they  say, — 
teach  nothing  but  false  doctrines,  and  they  consid- 
er them  heretics.  Thus  I  and  sister  Carrie  have  to 
go  from  house  to  house,  and  listen  to  their  self- 
righteousness,  before  we  can  get  some  poor  soul  to 
listen  to  the  plain  Gospel  of  Christ.  When  such  a 
one  is  found,  then  I  can  preach  a  sermon  and  they 
are  glad  to  hear  about  a  crucified  Savior.  But  are 
they  willing  to  take  up  the  cross  of  Christ?  Some 
seem  to  meditate. 

Again  we  have  those  who,  if  they  just  get  a  look 
at  us,  say,  "  Get  out  of  here!  We  have  no  time  for 
such  foolishness."  What  are  we  to  think  of  re- 
ligious people  not  having  time  to  hear  about  a  God 
whom  they  think  they  know? 

But  I  am  glad  to  suffer  all  this,  for  his  sake  who 
died  for  me,  and  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  suffer 
with  Christ  as  our  dear  ISro.  Hope  taught  while  he 
was  with  us.  God  grant  that  all  the  lessons  he 
;ave  us  may  help  us  on  more  earni'stly  to  live  and 
uffer  with  Christ,  and  that  we  may  be  his  true  dis- 
iples!  Bro.  Hope  showed  us  what  mighty  works 
nay  be  performed  through  us,  if  we  open  our  hearts 
nore  fully  to  the  flowing  fountain  of  love,— Jesus 
Christ.  May  the  Lord  bless  Bro.  Hope  and  all  the 
brethren  and  sisters  in  America,  for  kindly  reach- 
ing out  to  us  a  helping  hand,  both  in  prayers  and 
means.  Their  reward  shall  be  great.  Matt.  10:  42.' 
I  will  continue  to  trust  the  Lord,  hoping  that 
many  earnest  souls  may  find  the  way  of  life,  and 
that  the  work  here  may  prosper.  We  have  a  nice 
little  church  in  Malmo.  The  members  are  living 
out  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  strive  to  win  souls 
from  eternal  destruction.  May  we  be  as  light- 
houses, ready  to  show  the  traveler  the  right  way  to 
Christ.  "If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against  us?  " 
"  Fear  not,  little  flock;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good 
pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom. 

We  have  precious  promises,  and  we  will  take 
courage  to  spread  the  seed,  and  God  shall  give  the 
fruit  in  his  own  good  time.  May  we  run  and  not 
faint!  Let  us  do  good  unto  all  men,  but  especially 
to  them  who  are  of  the  household  of  faith.  Gal.  6: 
4_io.  H.  Olsson. 

Malmo,  Sweden,  Europe,  Feb.  6. 


"  Everlasting  Consolation  and  Good  Hope 
Through  Grace." 

To  Anna  Lapp, 

Well  Beloved  in  Christ:— 

Your  precious  letter  is  here.  It  has 
the  fragrance  of  the  upper  Paradise.  It  refreshes 
and  gladdens  my  soul.  You  have  been  taught  of 
God  and  He  will  teach  you  more.  We  are  slow, 
dull  pupils,  and  the  lessons  are  so  high  and  spirit- 
ual that  we  need  patient,  and  often  painful  drilling 
before  we  discern  the  beauty  and  glory  of  the  mind 
of  Christ.  We  are  saturated  through  and  through 
with  sin,  and  our  perceptions  have  been  so  blurred 
and  our  sensibilities  so  blunted,  that  Christ  has 
occasion  to  reprove  us  as  He  did  Philip.    John  14:  9. 

But  the  patience  of  our  Divine  Teacher  is  in- 
finite. This  is  only  the  preparatory  department. 
Eternity  is  the  limitless  term  of  our  spiritual  educa- 
tion. We  barely  master  the  alphabet  in  our  mun- 
dane efforts.  The  best  of  us  are  only  juveniles; 
the  most  are  mere  babes;  and  many  have  not  mas- 
tered the  Alpha.  "  No  man  can  say  that  Jesus  is 
the  Lord,  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost!'  I  Cor.  12: 
3.  And  no  man  can  claim  the  Holy  Spirit  save 
through  the  intercession  of  Jesus  Christ.  John  14: 
16,  26. 

Both  Christ  and  the  Spirit  are  ours  by  faith. 
Acts  11:  17  and  15:  8,  9.  "Unto  you  which  believe 
He  is  precious."     1  Pet.  2:  7. 

You  have  not  over-estimated  the  resources  and 
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sympathy  of  Jesus,  nor  the  power  of  faith.  "  All 
the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  dwelleth  in  Him,"  and 
yet  He  is  as  perfectly  human  as  we  are.  Just  con- 
nect together  Heb.  4:  15,  and  1  Cor.  10:  13,  and  1 
Thess.  5:  23,  24,  and  then  you  will  be  ready  for  I 
Pet.  1:  8.  Any  soul  that  cannot  sing  the  song  of 
victory  in  stripes,  in  prison,  in  chains,  on  the  bed  of 
affliction,  in  the  passage  through  the  dark  valley, 
has  not  made  close  acquaintance  with  Jesus. 
His  salvation  is  perfect,  the  triumph  of  faith  is 
complete.  To  die  as  Jesus  died,  is  to  rise  as  He 
rose,  and  to  live  as  He  lives. 

This  is  Christianity,  and  only  this.  All  the  ordi- 
nances represent  this  blessed  life;  and  apart  from 
this  participation  of  the  Divine  Nature  all  symbols 
are  but  shams.  We  are  "not  henceforth  to  live 
unto  ourselves,  but  unto  Him  which  died  for  us,  and 
rose  again."  2  Cor.  5:  15.  If  "Christ  is  our  life," 
we  must  be  Divine  in  the  quality  and  manifesta- 
tion of  our  being.  Baptism  never  kills  anybody 
as  to  the  native  characteristics  and  tendencies  of 
life.    And  yet  dead  we   must  be,   and  that   really 
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me  abundant  occasion  to  taste  the  flavor  of  Paul's 
experience.     1  Cor.  4:  12,  13. 

My  soul  keeps  up  a  constant  repetition  of  Acts 
20:  24.  For  my  bodily  wants  I  appeal  to  nobody: 
for  the  support  of  my  silent  labors  I  am  always 
pleading  Philpp.  4:  19,  at  the  "Mercy  Seat."  "I 
covet  no  man's  silver,  or  gold,  or  apparel."  Acts 
20:  33.  Jehovah  Jirch.  I  glory  in  2  Cor.  6:  9,  10. 
Farewell,  beloved,  and  may  "  the  God  of  all  Grace  " 
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feel  sure 
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C.  H.  Balsb 


From  the  Salem  Church,  Ohio. 


Our  regular  quarterly  cou 
hursday.  Considerable  busir 
eeting,  all  of  which  was  a; 
r  as  possible.     Our  solicitors 


icil  was  held  last 
:ss  came  before  the 
amicably  disposed 
for  the  missionary 


and  radically,  before 
of  our  Lord. 

Without  being  in 
tion  we  have  no  life  in  us. 
our  history  is  the  crucifixion 
so    that    we   are   really   in 


sh,. 


the 


likeness  of  Hi: 


resurrec- 
he  supreme  point  in 
If  that  be  thorough, 
the  likeness  of  his 
death,"  the  uprising  into  life  eternal  will  be  as 
certain  as  the  present  enthronement  and  media- 
tion of  the  Redeemer.  Very  wonderful,  very  glo- 
rious, very  blessed  is  the  Christ-life.  He  origi- 
nates it,  sustains  it,  perfects  it,  "I  live,  yet  not  I, 
but  Christ  liveth  in  me."  Gal.  2:  20.  This  must  be 
a  fact  of  consciousness  not  to  be  questioned.  "  I 
know:  I  ^m  persuaded,  "  is  the  emphatic  language  of 
faith.  2  Tim.  I:  12.  The  naturally  impossible 
does  not  stagger  our  faith.  Rom.  4:  17-21.  Our 
Redeemer  is  omnipotent.  All  the  mighty  forces  of 
Nature  are  as  pliable  to  Him  as  this  pen  to  my 
hand  and  will.  We  must  never  separate  the  two 
"possibles"  in  Matt.  19:  26,  and  Mark  9:  23. 

If  faith-healing  is  rare  among  the  Brethren,  we 
must  be  honest  enough  to  refer  the  fact  to  the  true 
cause.  Many  unholy  reasonings  prevail  to  verify 
the  discontinuance  of  miracles.*  "The  body  is 
for  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  for  the  body."  I  Cor. 
6:  13.  It  is  here  where  our  error  lies,— self-inter- 
est,  lust,   passion,  appetite,  indulgence.     This  has 


k,  —  brother  and  sister  Sollenberger, 
their  semi-annual  report.  They  report  the  follow- 
ing amounts  for  the  year:  India  mission,  S21.45; 
Home  and  European,  324.16;  Asia  Minor,  S8.50; 
General,  S54.38;  total,  S108.49.  Brother  and  sister 
Younce  were  appointed  as  solicitors  for  this  year. 

Brother  and  sister  Wcnger  made  a  report  of  their 
solicitation  for  the  Book  and  Tract  Work:  Amount 
received,  S14.6S.  Brother  and  sister  Mill 
appointed    solicitors    for    this    work    the 


other  comes  and  talk, 
me  oftentimes,  and  she  says  her  only  want 
true  light.  Please  think  of  our  need,  dear  breth! 
ren,  and  remember  us  at  the  Throne  of  Grace 
If  God  turns  any  of  your  thoughts  or  feet  toward 
us,  we  will  be  only  too  glad  to  answer  any  or  all 
inquiries  by  mail,  or  entertain  all  who  wish  tr> 
visit  us.  Any  one  wishing  to  know  of  our  part 
of  California  will  please  write  to  my  brother,  who 
is  also  a  brother  in  Christ,  addressing  him  as  fol 
lows:  Philip  R.  Wagoner,  Whittier,  Cal.  Anyone 
wishing  to  cheer  a  weary  heart,  will  please  write 
me, — a  sister  in  trouble.  Tena  Conner 

Whittier,  Cal. 


From  the  Moscow  Church,  Idaho. 


Some 


year. 

The  church  concluded  to  have  a  Bible  school 
some  time  next  fall  or  winter,  if  suitable  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  for  the  same. 

Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 
nion,  Ohio,  Feb.  25. 


to-day 
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ants  are  the  same. 
"How  is  it  that  ye 
Let  us  be  just  and 
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shut  out  the  Holy  Sp: 

faculty.     Christ  is  the  sam 

are  not  diminished.     Hum 

The  same  promises  are  o 

have  no  faith?"     Mark  4: 

"not  charge  God  foolishly 

so  much  of  the  present  life  as  to  think 

are    not    answered    because    God   has 

higher  blessing  than  we  asked.    2  Cor.  12:  7-10"" 

The  greater  blessing  is  the  pledge  for  all  minor 
enjoyments.  Rom.  8:  32.  "Most  gladly,"  and 
"rather,"  of  2  Cor.  12:  9,  is  the  highest  attainment 
possible  in  this  life.  Christ  drank  a  cup  into  which 
earth  and  hell  had  poured  their  bitterest  ingredi- 
ents, and  yet  He  said,  "  The  eup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?"  John  18:  11. 
ve  made  me  very  glad,  and  humbled  me 
dust  before  God,  by  the  knowledge  that 
shed  and  refreshed 
tn-ough  my  pen-ministry.  Many  are  the  testi- 
monies I  receive  of  similar  nature.  And  not  a 
few  so  harsh  and  cruel  and  vituperative  as  to  give 

•Our  brother's  assertion  here  is  more  sweeping  than  he 
probably  intended.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  laree 
majority  of  our  people  do  not  endorse  the  doctrine  of  faith 
healing.     Ma„y  of   ,hem  have  ^^  ^ 

Ch„s,,an,,y.  and  ,,  certainly  does  no.  seem    us.  to  charge 

.hem  with  "unholy  reasonings"  „„  ,ha.  subject.    The  betfer 

ay,  1   seems  to  us,  is  not  to  accuse  pious  people  of  "  uuholv 

reasoning      JUs,  because  they  chance  .0  differ  from  us  con 

faith  healing.    Let  those  who  can  at- 

themselves,  and  enjoy  what 

ve,  personally,  maintain  that 

>ast,  we  nevertheless  believe  in  the 

God,  who  does  some  things  that  we 

trust  him  at  all  times,  and  yet  not  feel  dis- 
the  faith  of  those  who  havi 
type  of  religion.— Ed. 
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From  La  Porte  Church,  Ind. 

Eld.  H.  W.  Kreighbaum,  of  South  Bend,  Ind., 
and  the  writer,  were  called  to-day,  to  the  bedside  of 
sister  Thersa,  wife  of  brother  R.  J.  Shreve,  of  Wa- 
terford.  At  her  request  we  anointed  her  for  the 
healing  of  her  sickness.  The  occasion  was  very 
solemn,  and  was  witnessed  by  quite  a  number  of 
brethren,  sisters  and  friends.  Sister  Shreve  has 
been  suffering  for  months  from  a  disease  of  the 
stomach,  that  baffled  the  best  medical  skill  to  be 
had.  She  is  reduced  in  flesh  to  a  mere  shadow,  and 
her  end,  at  best,  can  be  but  a  few  days  distant,  but 
for  the  interposition  of  Divine  power,  which  she  be- 
lieves she  has  now  secured  through  the  anoint- 
ing. She  confidently  expects  that  the  Lord  shall 
raise  her  up.  Thurston  Miller. 

La  Porte,  Ind.,  Feb.  24. 

From  Whittier,  Cal. 

I  sit  by  the  bedside  of  my  son,  who  is  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  while  I  fan  him  I  read  the 
Messenger.  Many  of  the  members  in  Indiana 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  Colorado  remember  me  as 
Tena  Wagoner,  but  I  am  not  here  to  take  up  the 
Gospel  Messenger's  valuable  space  in  talking  of 
just  myself.  Wi'h  my  family  I  lived  in  Wyoming 
twenty  years.  During  that  time  I  attended  but 
one  of  our   meetings.    That 
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5  we  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
w  churchhouse,  and  continued  until  the  16th. 
seemed  almost  persuaded.  Jan.  17  brother 
and  sister  Barklow,  wife  and  I  went  by  private 
conveyance  to  Bro.  Enoch  Faw's,  about  thirty-five 
miles  east  of  here,  and  commenced  meetings  the 
next  evening  at  the  Forest  Grove  schoolhouse. 
Jan.  25  we  held  a  council-meeting  and  organized 
a  church,  to  he  known  as  the  Grafton  church. 
Bro.  Jacob  Faw  was  elected  and  duly  installed  in 
the  deacon's  office.  Bro.  Enoch  Faw  was  chosen 
foreman,— Eld.  S.  S.  Barklow  having  the  oversight 
of  this  and  also  the  Moscow  church.  The  same 
evening  at  preaching  one  dear  sister  came  forward 
and  the  next  morning  was  buried  with  Christ  in 
baptism.  Bro.  Barklow  did  the  preaching  till 
Feb.  3,  when  J:hey  were  called  to  Moscow  on  ac- 
count of  the  illness  of  their  daughter.  The  meet- 
ings were  continued  by  Bro.  Enoch  Faw  and  the 
writer  till  the  evening  of  Feb.  8,  when  we  closed 
with  a  full  house  and  good  interest.  The  next 
morning  we  commenced  meetings  at  the  Nixon 
schoolhouse,  about  four  miles  farther  southeast^ 
and  continued  each  evening  till  Feb.  15. 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  we  held  two  services  at. 
the  Forest  Grove  schoolhouse.  All  these  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  the  interest  good.  The 
doctrine  of  the  Brethren  was  new  to  a  great  many, 
but  we  think  there  are  many  that  are  counting  the 
cost  and  may  decide,  ere  long,  to  enlist  in  the  Mas- 
ter's service.  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson. 

Feb.  21. 

MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  JANUARY,   1896. 

{Concluded  from  page  151.) 

Oklahoma.— BigCreek  church,  Cushing,S!.5o;tolal,s       1  50 

West  Virginia.— Hewn  Run  church,  S1.20;  total,.  -S       I  20 

North  Dakota.— Cando  congregation,  75  cents;  total,  S  75 

Total, si. 069  80 

( Used  only  for  tlu  Mission  in  India.) 

Illinois.— Children's  Mission,  Girard,  $28.00;  C.  W. 
Lahman  and  wife,  Mt.  Morris,  $20;  total S     4809 

Pennsylvania.— A  brother,  Ord,  $4;  Sarah  J.  Puter- 
baugh,  Philadelphia,  S5;  Pearl  and  Ida  Benner,  $1; 
Huntingdon  church,  ?8;  a  brother  and  sister,  Waynes- 
boro, S25 ;  Abram  Cassel,  Harleysville,  S5 ;  total, S     48  00 

Maryland.— Broadfording  church,  S2.85;  Manor 
church.  87,04;  several  members,  75  cents;' a  sister, 
New  Windsor, $20;  a  brother  and  sister,  $1 ;  total, -■■■$     3'  64 

Virginia.— Bethlehem  church,  Si  70;  Botetourt 
missionary  circle,  S2632;  Greenmount  church,  50 
cents;  Ida  Garber,  New  Market,  Si;  total, S     20  S3 

Ohio.— gallic  Shankster,  Ainger,  S2.50;  Freeburg 
Sunday  school,  $19.51;  Middle   District  S2.10;  total,..  S     24  ■■ 

Iowa.— A  sister,  Panther,  $1;  Dallas  Center  church, 
S425;  Viola  Stutesman,  Kinross,  60  cents;  total S      5  8S 

Minnesota.— Winona  church,  S5 ;  total S       5  °° 

California.— Vinnie  Stoner,  Lordsburg,  S2;  Aman- 
da Flory,  Lordsburg,  Si ;  Covina  church,  Si ;  total S       4  °° 

Michigan.-SmiReld  church,  S3.74;  total $       3  » 

Tennessee.— Knob  Creek  church,  $1;  J.  O.  Molsbee, 
Gillenwater,  S1.30;  lotal S      2  3° 

Kentucky.— S,  N.  McCann,  Louisville,  SI.88;  total,.?       '  88 
Total, $205  03 


March  7.  1896. 


THTB   GOSPEL   IMTZESSIEITQ-IEjIR. 


'57 


WASHINGTON  CITV   MEETINGHOUSE. 
( A  house  in  Washington  is  greatly  needed  in  order  that  the  church  there 

...  ./„  we  effectual  -cork  and  have  the  advantage  oj  a  permanent  house, 
','.,„  CommM'e  frofoses  to  ouild  as  soon  ds  sufficient  funds  are  raised. 
Donatio"  marked  thus  (•)  are  in  response  to  sister  Ella  Williams!  /nofo- 

Ohio.— Sarah  E.  Kauffman,  De  Graff,  Si;  Pittsburg 
Sunday  school,  Darke  Co.,  S6;  Lick  Creek  church, 

915.74;  total S     22  74 

Pennsylvania— Yzm\  Shoop  Hill  Sunday  school, 
S4.15:  Mrs-  H.  L.  Griffith,  Myersdale,  Sio;  Abram 
Oissel.  Harleysville,  S2;  a  sister, S.  Strabane, si;  total,  s     17  15 

North  Dakota— A  sister,  SI ;  total S       1  00 

lowa.-h  sister,  25  cents;  total,    S  25 

Kansas. ,  Caney,  25  cents;  total S  25 


Total, 


Ohio. — David  Lytle,  Townwood, 
Iowa.— Henry  Shelly,  Pierson... 
Illinois.— -D.  Puterbaugh,  Mt.  Mo 


Home  and  European  M 
Missionary  and  Tract  F 
Asia  Minor  Mission,  . . 
Washington  Meetingho 
Book  and  Tract  Fund, 

India  Mission,  

Inte 
Int< 


■Si, 945  °S 
■  S  5  co 
■S  274  31 

•S     43  93 

.$   205  03 


Total  amount S3716  10 

Total  number  of  Tracts  sent  out,  18,947. 
Correction  on  November  Report. — The  s.23.83  credited 
by  "  Lower  Stillwater  church,  of  Ohio,"  to  Home  and  Euro- 
pean Mission,  should  be  credited  to  Asia  Minor  Fund. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  nuws  from  a  far  country." 

Denver  Mission,  Colo.— The  mission  here  is  still 
moving  forward,  though  we  have  preaching  only 
once  on  Sunday.  We  have  prayer  or  social  meet- 
ing on  Sunday  and  Wednesday  evenings.  Our 
teachers'  meeting  is  held  each  Friday  evening. 
There  seems  to  be  a  good  interest  throughout  all 
■G.A.  White. 
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Covington,  Ohio.— Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of  Wood- 
land, Mich.,  commenced  his  labors  with  us  on  the 
evening  of  Feb.  6,  and  closed  the  evening  of  the 
23rd.  The  meetings  were  well  attended.  The 
preaching  was  acceptable  to  the  believer  and  all 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  services.  There  were  two 
baptized  and  one  is  to  be  restored.— /.  J.  Rosenber- 
ger. 

Rock  Run,  Ind. -Feb.  18  Bro.  A.  H.  Puter- 
baugh came  to  us  and  gave  us  eight  doctrinal 
sermons  which  were  well  prepared  and  a  credit 
to  him.  He  gave  us  eleven  sermons  in  all. 
They  were  instrumental  in  the  building  up  of 
the  members,  and  accomplished  their  desired 
end.  He  left  impressions  that  cannot  be  easily 
obliterated.—./?.  W.  Davenport. 

Johnstown  Church,  Pa.— We  have  just  closed 
an  interesting  series  of  meetings  at  this  place,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  W.  A.  Gaunt,  of  Elk  Lick,  Pa., 
who  came  to  us  Feb.  15,  and  continued  until  the 
26th.  He  held  forth  the  Word  with  power.  The 
interest  was  good  during  the  entire  meeting  and 
we  feel  that  many  are  counting  the  cost.  Two 
dear  souls  were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin  and 
walk  with  the  people  of  God.— M.  M.Johnson,  Sola, 
W.  Va.,  Feb.  27. 

A  Minister  Wanted.— I  see  so  many  accounts  of 
good  meetings  in  the  Messenger  elsewhere,  that 
}  am  made  to  wonder  if  the  help  we  need  so  much 
in  Texas  must  go  unheeded.  We  need  a  minister. 
Who  will  come?  We  would  be  willing  to  assist  a 
■"mister  to  some  extent,  if  one  would  locate  with 
us-  We  have  a  good  farming  country.  I  have 
jived  here  ten  years.  We  have  two  good  schools 
m  Lingleville.  I  would  like  to  correspond  with 
ai>y  members  who  think  of  coming  to  Texas.— IV. 
H-  Hall,  Lingleville,  Erath  Co.,  Texas,  Feb.  23, 


Notice.— The  District  Meeting  for  the  Middle 
District  of  Indiana  will  be  held  in  the  Mexico 
hurch,  Miami  Co.,  Ind.,  April  1,  1S96.  Delegates 
are  reminded  to  come  prepared  to  settle  with  the 
District  Treasurer.—/  H.  Wright. 

Sevastopol,  Ind.— Bro.  John  Appleman,  of  the 
Union  congregation,  came  to  the  Beaver  Dam 
church  Feb.  22,  and  preached  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, Sunday  and  Sunday  evening.  He  earnestly 
contended  for  the  Word  of  God,  to  the  entertain- 
ment and  edification  of  all.—/.  E.  Warren. 

Jerico,  Mo.— Feb.  22  Bro.  W.  H.  Miller  and  wife, 
sister  Clara  Clark,  and  the  writer,  went  to  Sand- 
stone, Mo.,  to  hold  a  few  meetings.  Bro.  Miller 
preached,  in  all,  four  soul-cheering  sermons,  which 
were  food  for  the  soul.  Two  young  souls  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized  We 
had  good  attendance  and  attention.  There  is  not 
a  place  in  Southern  Missouri,  where  our  ministers 
could  do  more  good  in  building  up  the  cause  of 
Christ  than  at  Sandstone.—  Ada  Clark,  Feb.  26. 

Lost  Creek  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  S.  J.  Swigart,  of 
Lewistown,  Pa.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Cross  Roads  meetinghouse  Feb.  15,  preaching,  in 
all,  eleven  soul-cheering  sermons.  Two  precious 
souls  were  made  willing  to  come  out  on  the  Lord's 
side.  Bro.  Swigart  is  an  able  expounder  of  the 
Bible.  Notwithstanding  the  severe  cold  weather, 
the  meetings  were  well  attended  and  good  order 
prevailed.  The  brethren  and  sisters  were  encour- 
aged to  go  on  in  the  good  work  of  the  Lord.—/.  B. 
Frey,  East  Salem,  Pa.,  Feb.  25. 

White  Branch  Church,  Ind.— f  commenced  meet- 
ings here  Feb.  6,  and  closed  the  25th.  The  weath- 
er was  unpleasant,  yet  the  attendance  was  fair 
and  the  interest  good.  We  closed  with  a  full 
house  and  a  good  feeling.  As  an  immediate  re- 
sult five  united  with  the  church.  Four  were  bap- 
tized during  the  meetings.  One,  who  came  out 
the  last  night,  requested  to  be  baptized  next  Sun- 
day. There  were  others  who,  we  feel,  are  near 
the  kingdom.  March  7  I  expect  to  commence  a 
series  of  mee'ings  at  Adamsboro,  Cass  Co.,  Ind. — 
Daniel  Snell,  Sidney,  hid..  Feb.  28. 

Powell's  Valley,  Oregon  —This  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Feb.  15,  to  transact  the  business 
that  came  before  the  meeting.  Bro.  M.  M.  Bashor, 
from  the  Salem  church,  is  our  elder,  and  was  pres- 
ent. All  passed  off  with  a  spirit  of  love.  One 
was  added  to  the  church  by  letter.  The  writer 
and  wife  were  granted  letters  of  membership. 
This  church  is  now  without  a  resident  minister. 
Bro.  Jacob  Bahr  and  wife  expect  to  move  to  that 
point  next  May.  May  the  good  Lord  continue 
to  bless  the  members  of  the  Powell's  Valley  church! 
—J.  A.  Royfr,  Damascus,  Ore.,  Feb.  iS. 

Clarence,  Iowa.— Feb.  23  I  closed  an  eight  days' 
meeting  in  Muscatine  City,  Iowa.  Two  were  add- 
ed there  by  letter.  While  the  attendance  was 
rot  large,  owing,  in  part  at  least,  to  stormy  weath- 
er and  sickness,  the  interest  was  good.  The  pros- 
pects, I  think,  are  good  to  gather  some  into  the 
fold  at  this  place  in  the  near  future.  May  God 
bless  the  seed  sown!  Bro.  B.  F.  Miller  gave  them 
one  sermon  and  Bro.  George  Manon,  of  Kansas, 
also  one.  Bro.  Manon  had  just  closed  an  interest- 
ing meeting  with  us  at  the  Pleasant  View  church, 
and  was  on  his  way  to  his  old  home  in  Ohio,  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings.— John  Zitck. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  Daniel  Wysong, 
of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  came  to  us  Feb.  8,  and  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  which  he  continued 
until  Feb.  25.  He  preached,  in  all,  twenty-three 
very  able  and  interesting  sermons.  The  church 
undoubtedly  has  been  revived  and  built  up  by  the 
earnest  efforts  of  Bro.  Wysong,  as  assured  by  the 
large  crowds  in  attendance  and  the  active  interest 
taken  by  all.  Six  came  out  to  serve  the  Lord  and 
were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  Two 
were  baptized  previous  to  this;  one  of  them  has 
since  passed  to  the  other  shore,  making  a  total 
of  eight  accessions  since  my  last  report. — W.  B. 
Dailey,  Pent,  Ind.,  Feb.  26. 


Aurora,  Nebr.— Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa,  came  to  us  Jan.  31  and  stayed  until 
Feb.  21,  holding  up  the  doctrine  of  our  Lord  and 
Master  Jesus  Christ.  We  had  two  applicants  for 
baptism,  and  one  was  reclaimed.  Many  others 
are  counting  the  cost.— Jonas  W.  Say  lor,  Jan.  25. 

Abbottstown,  Pa— Sister  Susan  W.  Baker,  of 
Abbottstown,  Pa.,  was  robbed  of  her  purse  and 
money  on  her  way  to  Annual  Meeting  last  spring. 
The  Brethren  and  friends  collected  sufficient  funds 
to  complete  her  journey.  For  this  she  was  very 
thankful,  especially  to  brethren  D.  M.  Click,  of 
Virginia,  and  A.  Rowland,  of  Maryland.  She  now 
contributes  S10.51  to  the  missionary  cause.  She 
never  recovered  any  of  the  money  that  was  taken. 
Besides  the  above  she  also  contributes  St. 20, — her 
yearly  offering. — Mary  K.  Baker. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— The  members  of  the  Muddy 
Valley  church,  Berwyn,  Custer  Co.,  Nebr.,  met  in 
council  Feb.  15.  Eld.  S.  M.  Forney  came  Feb.  14 
and  presided  over  the  council.  A  visit  was  made 
and  considerable  business  came  before  the  meet- 
ing. All  passed  off  satisfactorily.  A  number  of 
members  came  from  the  South  Loup  church.  Bro. 
Forney  preached  ten  soul-cheering  sermons.  One 
came  out  for  baptism  and  two  letters  were  granted. 
At  this  date  Bro.  Forney  is  engaged  in  a  series 
of  meetings  at  Arcadia. — D.  M.  Ross,  Feb.  2$. 

York,  Pa. — We  just  closed  a  series  of  meetings 
begun  by  Bro.  Samuel  Utz,  of  New  Market,  Md., 
and  continued  by  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  of  Hunts- 
dale,  Pa.  Three  dear  souls  were  made  willing  to 
come  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Many  more  were 
made  to  tremble,  but,  Felix-like,  they  put  it  off 
for  "  a  convenient  time."  Both  of  the  brethren 
preached  the  Word  with  power,  and  it  is  astonish- 
ing that  people  can  turn  away  from  the  truths 
when  they  are  brought  so  vividly  before  the  minds 
of  intelligent  men  and  women. — Abram  S.  Hershey, 
Feb.  15.  , 

Middle  River,  Va.— The  members  of  the  Middle 
River  congregation  held  their  quarterly  council 
Feb.  22.  We  elected  our  delegates  both  to  Dis- 
trict Meeting  and  Annual  Meeting.  We  also  sent 
one  query  to  District  Meeting.  Eld.  J.  M.  Cline 
represents  us  in  Annual  Meeting,  brethren  John 
Wright  and  D.  S.  Garber  in  District  Meeting.  We 
also  elected  the  Superintendents  for  the  Sunday 
school,  and  set  the  day  to  organize  the  fifth  Sun- 
day in  March.  Eld.  J.  M.  Cline  is  the  Superin- 
tendent, and  Bro.  D.  S.  Garber,  Assistant.—/.  F. 
Miller,  Knightly,  Va.,  Feb.  24. 

Price's  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  of 
the  Price's  Creek  church  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  Feb.  8.  Bro.  A.  G.  Crosswhite  came  to 
our  assistance  Feb.  10  and  remained  until  the  25th, 
preaching,  in  all,  twenty-three  sermons,  besides  one 
funeral  discourse.  The  weather  was  very  unfavor- 
able; the  attendance  and  interest  were  good.  The 
members  were  encouraged  and  sinners  turned  to 
God.  Eleven  souls  made  the  good  choice  and 
were  baptized.  Six  were  quite  young.  They  were 
regular  attendants  of  the  Sunday  school.  Many 
more  were  near  the  kingdom,  but  simply  neglected 
the  one  thing  needful.  Bro.  Crosswhite  did  a  good 
work  while  with  us..— Joseph  Longanecker. 

Laurens,  Iowa.— Our  elder,  Jacob  D.  Haugh- 
telin,  came  to  us   Feb.   20  and  preached  five  soul- 


cheering    sermo 


The 


eather   and   attendance 


re  good.  We  held  our  council-meeting  Feb.  22. 
All  business  brought  before  the  meeting  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian-like  manner.  We  have  de- 
cided to  hold  our  love  feast  June  27  and  28.  We 
have  also  decided  to  organize  our  Sunday  school 
March  1.  We  have  our  social  meetings  every  two 
weeks.  We  have  no  resident  minister  with  us, 
but  hope  that  some  minister  will  move  in  and 
locate  with  us.  There  is  a  good  opening  here  for 
a  church.  We  are  an  organized  body  of  twenty- 
six  members.  Brethren  seeking  a  location  can  do 
well  by  locating  with  us,  as  land  is  low  in  price  and 
we  have  a  good  country.  Any  minister  going 
through  Laurens  or  Fonda,  is  invited  to  stop  and 
give  us  some  meetings. — Percival  Suiter. 
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North  Creek,  Ohio.— Bro.  Jacob 
Driver,  of  Lima,  Ohio,  came  to  us  Jan. 
18  and  preached  for  us  until  Jan.  28. 
The  members  were  encouraged,  and 
sinners  warned  to  flee  the  wrath  to 
come.  Three  were  willing  to  forsake 
sin  and  walk  in  newness  of  life.— 
Dclphos  WclUr. 

Astoria,  111.— Bro.    Flory   came    to 
our  place   again    Feb.    [8.     Two    di 
souls  were  awaiting  baptism,  and  w 
baptized  that  day.     He  began  preai 
ing  the  same  evening  at  the  Walnut 
church.    The  attendance  and  interest 
have   been   good   and    some  are   very 
near  the  church. — Matlic  Davis. 

Notice.— The  District  Meeting  of 
Western  Maryland  will  be  held  in  the 
Long  Meadow  church,  four  miles  north 
of  Hagerstown,  on  the  third  Thursday 
in  April.  All  delegates  coming  by 
railroad  should  write  to  the  under- 
signed, that  conveyance  may  be  se- 
cured for  them  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing.— D.  F.  Stouffcr,  Benevolo.,  Md„ 
Feb.  24. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa.— Bro.  Moses 
Dierdorff.  of  Yale,  Iowa,  held  a  week's 
meetings  for  us  in  Des  Moines.  There 
was  excellent  interest  and  lasting  im- 
pressions were  made.  We  would  be 
pleased  to  have  him  come  again. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  growing  and 
the  children's  meeting  is  increasing 
an  interest  in  Bible  study.— Ida  W. 
Hofi,  '606  E.  Lyon  Street,  Feb.  24. 


Chestnut  Grove  Church,  W.  Va  — 
We   have    meetings   regularly    at   the 
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month;  also  prayer  meeting  each  Sun- 
day evening.     The  Brethren  have  reg- 
ular   appointments    at    a    number    of 
points  on  the  outskirts,  thus  enlarging 
the  borders  of  Zion.     The  membership 
ng    somewhat    scattered,    we   ha: 
de  arrangements   to  erect  anoth, 
church   in  this  County  in  the  sprin 
which   will    be   a   great    help    to    our 
work.     On  last  Sunday  a  young  broth- 
er and  two  young  sisters  put  on  Christ 
by  baptism. — Minnie  Sanger,  Feb.  18. 

Covington  Church,  Ohio— On  the 
Isaiah  Rairigh 
iched  twenty- 
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Independence  Church,  Kans.— Bro. 
J.  H.  Neher  came  to  us  Jan.  25  and 
preached  each  evening  until  Feb.  4, 
delivering,  in  all,  twelve  sermons  in 
his  usual,  vigorous  style.  As  an  im- 
mediate result  two  chose  that  good 
part  which  shall  never  be  taken  from 
them.  The  church  also  advanced  the 
writer  to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.— 
David  Setts. 

South  English,  Iowa.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  Feb.  22 
A  good  representation  of  members 
was  present.  Quite  an  amount  of 
business  came  before  the  meeting. 
Among  the  work  done  Bro.  J.  D 
Coffman  was  re-elected  delegate  to  An- 
nual Meeting.  Bro.  S.  F.  Niswande. 
was  elected  clerk  of  church.  Yester- 
day our  Sunday  school  at  the  south 
church  was  reorganized.  Brethren  J. 
D.  Coffman  and  D.  A.  Kieser  are  con- 
tinued as  Superintendents.  We  are 
using  the  Brethren's  helps  this  year 
Before  this  year  we  used  the  Testa- 
ment, taking  our  lessons,  as  recorded 
in  rotation.- 5.  F.  Brower,  Feb.  24. 

Garrison,  Iowa.— Bro.  Garner,  ol 
Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  commenced 
preaching  for  us  Feb.  2,  at  1 1  A.  M., 
and  preached  each  evening  until  Feb 
9.  Then  he  preached  three  sermons 
besides  giving  a  talk  to  the  children 
after  Sunday  school.  After  preaching 
at  the  churchhouse  in  Garrison,  he 
was  taken  five  miles  west  to  a  school- 
house,  where  he  preached  at  3  P.  M. 
Then  he  came  back  to  Garrison  and 
preached  again  at  half  past  seven  in 
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years,  but  active  in  the  cause  of  the 
Master.  This  evening  Bro.  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  is  to  commence 
a  series  of  meetings  at  our  church, 
and  we  hope  to  report' good  results.— 
Rochet  C.  Christy,  Feb.  22. 
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Truth  earnestly  and  faithfully.    Three 
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pernicious    ways.     Two    of    them 

:     baptized    and    one     reels 

Others    are    counting    the    cost.    We 

feel  that  the  good  seed  sown  will  yet 

pring  foith  and  others  come  to  Jesus. 
As  there  was  great  interest  manifest- 
ed, we  closed  the  meetings  with  re- 
luctance. We  feel  to  praise  God  for 
the  happy  results  obtained.— Oran  S. 
Yount,  Feb.  24. 

Plum  Grove,  Kans.— We  met  at 
the  Plum  Grove  schoolhouse  Feb.  22 
for  the  purpose  of  organ 
After  devotional  exercises  it  was  left 
to  a  vote  whether  we  were  willini 
organize  into  a  separate  body  under 
the  general  rules  of  the  Brotherhood. 
All  present  voted  in  the  affirmative 
Bro.  Studebaker  then  read  over  a  list 
of  elders.  From  the  list  Bro.  Stude- 
baker was  unanimously  elected,  the 
rate  being  taken  by  ballot.  Bro. 
ieller  then  read  the  chapter  describ- 
ng  the  duties  of  a"  deacon.  The 
nembers  decided  to  elect  one  deacon, 
ind  the  lot  fell  on  Bro.  Jacob  Stuts' 
nan.  Laura  Thomas  was  chosen 
Secretary  and  Bro.  S.  Thomas,  Treas- 
rer.  It  was  decided  to  have  two 
ouncil-meetings  a  year,  to  be  held 
the  first  Saturday  in  April  and  the 
first  Saturday  in  November.— Laura 
Thomas. 
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CROSBY-DUBOIS.-At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  in  Greene,  Iowa,  Feb.  16,  1896, 
by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Winn  Crosby  and 
sister  Cynthia  Du  Bois,  both  of  Greene,  Iowa. 
Harvey  Eikenberry. 

HARNISH-MYRES.-At  the  home  ot  the 
undersigned,  in  Ozawkie,  Kans.,  Feb.  9,  1806 
Bro.  Elias  Harnish  and  sister  Mary  E.  Myres 
both  of  Jefferson  County,  Kans.    J.  A.  Root.   ' 

LONG-MYERS.-At  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents,  near  Morrill,  Kans.,  Feb.  10, 

u6,  Bro.  John  Long  and  Emma  G.  Myers. 
J.  S.  Mohler. 


BOLLINGER.-A,  the  Silver  Creek  church, 
Ohio  Feb.  ,7,  ,8,6,  sister  Effie  Bollinger, 
daughter  of  Bro.  Henry  Seashuls,  aged  27 
years,  10  months  and  19  days.  She  leaves  a 
Jusband  and  two  children.  She  was  a  faith- 
ister  and  loved  by  all.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  Bro.  Win.  Dessenberg  of 
Ashland,  Ohio.  A.  A.  Throne. 


KELLEY— At  Homeworlh,  Ohio,  Feb.  19, 
1896,  Julia  Ann  Kelley,  ajed  69  years,  11 
months  and  1  day.  She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number  of 
years.  Services  by  the  writer,  from  I  Cor. 
■5:51-54.  inclusive.  Eli  Stroup. 

YODER— In  the  Quemahoning  congrega- 
tion. Pa.,  Feb.  3,  1896,  sister  Sarah,  wife  of 
Bro.  John  Voder,  aged  58  years,  9  months  and 
26  days.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  E.  J. 
Blough  and  S.  P.  Zimmerman. 

J.  S.  Zimmerman. 

fECKER— In  the  Upper  Cumberland  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  Feb.  15,  1896,  sister  Margaret 
Ecker,  aged  74  years  and  13  days.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  the  Brethren,  from  I 
Thess.  4,  latter  part.  J.  E.  Hollinger. 

JUDD— In  the  bounds  of  the  Root  River 
cburch,  Minn.,  Feb.  12,  1896,  Martha  Judd, 
aged  57  years,  9  months  and  14  days.  Funeral 
services  improved  by  the  writer,  from  the 
words,  "  Set  thine  house  in  order,  for  thou 
shall  die  and  not  live."         J.  Broadwater. 

SPADE. —  In  the  Ludlow  congregation 
hio,  Feb.  8,  1896,  John  G.  Spade,  aged  80 
years,  7  months  and  12  days.  The  deceased 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  and  was  preceded  to 
that  long  home  by  his  wife,  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  many  years 
ago.  Much  of  the  time  during  his  last  years 
his  health  lias  been  very  feeble.  He  leaves 
two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Funeral 
ices  conducted  by  brethren  Tobias  K 
and  Jesse  Stutsman.  Levi  Minni 

ZUCK.-At  Lanark,  111.,  Feb.  8,  1896,  Mary 
lien  Zuck,  aged  35  years,  2  months  and  12 
days.    Deceased  was  horn  in  Franklin  County, 
Pa.,  Nov.  26,  i860.    She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  J.  S.  Hartle,  Sept.  10,  1879,  at  Smith- 
burg,  Maryland.    She  united  with  the  Breth- 
ren church  in  1884  and  has  been  a  cons 
Christian   ever  since.    She   was  a  kind 
loving  companion,  a  go^d  neighbor  anc 
respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  her   J 
best.    Services  conducted  by  Eld.  David  Row- 
land and  I.  Bennett  Trout.        D.  Rowland. 

STONER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Slate 
Creek  chu-ch,  Kans.,  Feb.  11,  1896,  of  pneu- 
monia, sister  Elizabeth  Stoner,  aged  about 
88  years.  After  the  death  of  her  mother  in 
Virginia,  ■■  Aunt  Betsy,"  as  she  was  familiarly 
called,  lived  with  her  brother  Samuel  and  his 
family,  until  her  death.  In  l86i  she  emigrated 
with  her  brother  to  Ray  County,  Mo.,  and  in 
1862  to  Gentry  County,  Mo.  In  1880  they 
came  to  Sedgwick  County,  Kans.,  where  she 
lived  until  her  death.  She  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  when  twenty 
age,  having  been  a  member  ah 
years.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,'  assist 
ed  by  Bro.  Jacob  Troxel,  from  2  Cor.  5:9. 

Eld.  John  Wise. 

STOFFER.-At  Homeworth,  Ohio,  Feb.  22 
896,  Catharine  Stoffer,  aged  86  years,  : 
months  and  19  days.  Deceased  was  a  consis 
it  member  of  the  Mennonite  church  fo 
ny  years.  The  funeral  sermon  was  no 
preached  on  account  of  the  illness  of  her  soi 
ith  whom  she  lived.  It  will  be  preached  ai 
on  as  circumstances  will  permit.  Shor 
rvices  by  the  writer.  Eli  Stroup. 

BAIL.-In  the  Ten  Mile  church,  Washing 
n  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  15,  1896,  sister  Mary  Jam 
Bad,  aged  about  60  years.    She  was  the  widow 
Reuben  Bail,  who  departed  this  life 
about  one  year  ago.    She  leaves  one  son  wb 
ed.     Six   children  preceded  her  som 
years  ago.    Sister  Bail  took  a  trip  to  Florid 
operate  her  health,  but    rapidly    grew 
and  came  home,  after  which  she  lived 
short  time.    Sister  Ba: 
)er  of  the  church.      Al 


years    of 


KEPHART.-In  the  Duncansvillc  chur 
at    East    Freedom,   Pa.,    Feb.    14     rg,^        ' 
ter  Susan   Kephart,  wife  of  Bro.' JohT'C 
hart,  aged  61   years,  6  months  and   10  da 
Funeral  services  in  the  Lamersville  church ^ 
Sunday,   Feb.   16,   conducted    by    Bro.    Bri°n 
Sell,  from  Rev.  22:3.    A  few  days  before  he! 
death    she    called    for    the    elders   and   w 
anointed.    Deceased  leaves  an  aged  husband 
and  four  children.  D.  S.  Replogle. 

STOCKMAN.-In  the  Yellow  River  district 
Ind.,  Feb.  10,  1896,  Wm.  Ernest  Stockman  son 
of  Bro.  Samuel  and  sister  Mary  Stockman 
aged  10  years,  5  months  and  25  days.  Funeral' 
services  by -Eld.  Sellers. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Sellers. 

KIRKPATRICK.— In  the  English  River 
congregation,  Keokuk  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  12,  1896 
from  an  injury  received  a  few  days  previous 
in  coasting  down  hill,  Clarence  E.  Kirkpatrick 
aged  13  years,  2  months  and  14  days.  Funer- 
al from  Luke  24:  t,  last  clause. 

Peter  Brower. 

SHICK.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Maple  Grove 
church,  Decatur  Co.,  Kans.,  Feb.  7,  1896,  Mary 
Mildred,  daughter  of  Bro.  Isaac  and  sister 
Alvira  Shick,  aged  14  years,  6  months  and  1 
day.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  G.  M.  Throne.  J.  R.  Garber. 

KINDIG.-In  the  'Silver  Lake  church, 
Adams  Co.,  Nebr.,  Feb.  10,  1896,  of  membra- 
nous croup,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Anna  Kin- 
dig,  aged  1  year,  2  months  and  22  days.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Albrecht  Schiffler,  from  Luke 
'8:15-17-  J.  W.  Gripe. 


r 


CLARK.— At  Hooversville,  Pa.,  Quemahon- 
ing district,  Feb.  14,  1896,  after  an  illness  of 
ibout  ten  days,  Bro.  Benjamin  F.  Clark,  aged 
Si  years  and  3  months.  Deceased  leaves  a 
.vife  and  seven  children.  Eld.  E.  J.  Blough 
ind  Bro.  S.  P.  Zimmerman  conducted  the  fu- 
leral  services.  p.  J.  Blough. 

HOFFMAN.— In  the  Johnstown  church,  Pa., 

in.  27,  1896,  Bro.  William  Hoffman,  aged  50 

1  services  by  Eld. 


FORD.— In  the  Johnstown  church,  Pa.,  Dec. 

,    1895,  of   complication  of  diseases,  sister 

ranees  Ford,  aged  64  years,  11  months  and  15 

days.    Funeral  services  by  Eld.  David  Hilde- 

brand.  a.  J.  Strayer. 


WRENCH.-At     Litchfield,    111 

Feb    17 

1896,  Daniel  Wrench 

aged  74  years 

10  months 

and   9  days 

Deceased   1 

vas   born 

in    Darke 

County,  Oh 

0,    April 

8,  1 

821.    At 

the  age  of 

fifteen  he  e 

migrated 

with 

his  parents  to  Bond 

County,    111 

He  wa 

rried   to 

Mary  Wil- 

iams,  Dec. 

12,  1844. 

Th 

s  union 

vas  blessed 

vith  three 

children, 

two 

of  them 

with  their 

mother,  are 

dead.    He  er 

nigrated 

to  Wiscon- 

in  in  1845, 

but  retu 

ned 

to  Bond  County  the 

ame     year 

He    wa 

irried    to 

Sorannah 

WATKINS.-In   the  Cedar  Creek  church 

ont  Ida,  Kans.,  Jan.  28,   1896,  Bro.  Peter  H. 

Watkins.  aged  s8  years,  3  months  and  25  days 

is  disease  was  dropsy,  from  which  he  was  a 

fferer  three  years,  but,  although  his  sufter- 

great,  he  bore  them  patiently.    He 

the  church  twenty-one  years 

e  Studebaker,  and  has  been 

rker  ever  since.    He  has 

deacon  for  many  years. 

a  good   man   and   loved  by  all  who 

m.     He  was  anointed  a  few  weeks  be- 

death.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  family 

Funeral  preached  by  Bro.  Jesse  Studebaker 

sted  by  Bro.  Sidney  Hodgden,  from  Rev' 

!3'  George  Colbert. 


tized 
ago,  by  B; 

faithful,  earnest 
served  the  church 


[885  he 


Woodling  March  18,  1852.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are 
still  living.  He  removed  to  Christian  County 
1  to  Macoupin  County  in  1876.  In 
ime  to  this  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  He  united  with  the 
church  when  twenty-two  years  of  age  and 
d'ed  in  the  same  faith.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
six  children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Chas. 
Gibson,  assisted  by  C.  C.  Gibson,  at  the  Breth- 
ren church,  Litchfield,  111. 

Isham  R.  Beanb 


FINLEY.— In  the  Ashland  church,  Ohio,. 
Feb.  12,  1896,  Mrs.  Sadie  Finley,  aged  77 
years,  10  months  and  18  days.  She  was  born 
in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa.,  March  3,  1818. 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living.  Funeral  at  the  Dickey 
church  Feb.  14.    Services  by  the  writer. 

W.  F.  England. 


MACKEY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Richland 
church,  at  Gabon,  Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1896,  sister 
Catharine  Mackey,  aged  82  years,  2  months 
and  22  days.  Deceased  was  born  in  Germany, 
Nov.  11,  1813.  Her  maiden  name  was  Catha- 
rine Isenbise.  She  was  married  Feb.  2,  1832, 
to  Robert  Mackey,  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
To  them  were  born  eight  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. The  husband,  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  Six 
children  mourn  the  departure  of  a  kind 
mother.  She  has  been  a  faithful  and  consis- 
member  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren 
church  for  about  forty-six  years.  Funeral  at 
"  ")li,  Ohio,  Feb.  12,  1896.  Services  by  the 
r,  w.  F.  England. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  ft 


DISTRICT  nEETINQS. 

ofCalffon 


Apr. 


Kan 


.  ('iilitornii 
..  M.,  Dls 


■     «  -..VMlll 


it  Meeting  of  Northeast- 
>f  the  Second  Dls- 
ng    of  Norther 


ADf.  16  and  17,  District  M*efcln 
trlctof  Virginia  In  the  W 

Ap«id9,"WisoonBln7"Iii    The    Waddam' 

•  liureh,   HI..  ronuii.-m'iriK  at  8   A.  M 
meeting  at   1  P.  M.  t lie  day  before. 

I  Fuvft  U'ville,  Ark. 
\.  M.,  District,  of  Southern  Ohio, 
.  (.'ri-i-k  ,liun:li.  riai"  lit'   Co  ,  Ohio 
snvene  thenlay  before  at  2  P.  M. 


Elderi 


April  :m,    M*\ 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


ist  of  Lyons,  RloeCo. 
4  P  M-,  North  Beatrice  chu 
3  P.M.,  Monitor  church,  K 
1  20,  at  1  P.  M„  Cherry  Gr 


■  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 


Not     prepaid.      Addre 


All  home 


Just  What  You  Want! 


-£s, 


Normals,  Bible  c 


hese  helps  with  your  Sunday 
or  in  a  special  Bible  Class. 

These  lands  1 

Already  io  liberal  use  in  Bible 

cLL'pSdm 

Sunday  schools. 

°u™  °°' j  7* 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


pound  (herb  form) 
ties  of  a  full  size  $1.00  bottle  of 
Until  March  1,  l&W,  wo  make  n 
any  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Rei 
for  the  offer,  etc  Three  oent 
you  a  sample  of  Victor  Llvei 
and  a  Frederick  Almanac  for  II 


the  medical  pro 
Victor  Llyer  Sy 
special  low  oitt 


Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
xplanatton,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Remember  We  Are  Busy 


pies.  Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fence   Lawn 

ami  Automatic- Gates,  etc.,  to  our  numero 

tomera.    Write  ua  for  prices  and  catalogue, 

THE  HOLL1NGER  FENCE  CO., 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 


TAIN  HORN   PKEVKNTKU. 


KAYTON'S  CEK 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


i  Is  covered  with  a  sp 
red  oak.  maple,  elm, at 
f  open  meadow,  ready 


timber  1: 
1  poplar, 


A  Few  Opinions 

which  no  Bible  stuo^ii 


-Urn 


t  can  afford  t 
College. 
>uM  not  iloivil 
(,  Mil/or,/,  In, 

Aldine  S.  Ki 


Editor  Musical  Million.  V 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately 
'Chart,  about  3  It.  by  4K  ft.,  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.    Price,  7S  cents;  book 


i  Agei 

1:-.  utk-ixd. 


BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  CO., 


AMERICAN  COFFEE  PUNT  *™Z^l 

inga  more  pure  and  healthful  drink.  Upon  receipt  t 
Si.oo,  sent  by  draft,  post  office  or  express  order,  on 
package  of  seed  will  be  sent  by  mail,  postpaid,  togetlit 
with  directions  how  to  plant,  cultivate  and  prepar 
Mention  this  paper  when  you  order.  Address,  S.  D.  Og 
&  Co.,  Boo.  Guaranty  Loan  Building,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


■  specially   ailiipti-d   r 


xlmlty  to  Minneapolis,  St.  F 
ping  of  grain  being  only  7Ji  t 


:>{  timber  for  buildl 
Splendid  climate,  ] 
It  is  au  Ideal  place  I 


Our  Publications. 


IE  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.  -  A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 


r  people 


*    H 


of  our  periodicals  will  be  s 


Sample 
on  applies 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents, 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


iriptioi 


■  3Sc 


30  copies  and  over 

Juvenile   Quarterly.— Prepared    especially 

lished,  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Singh 


.  iKc 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va  ' 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 


urther  Information  apply    to   thi 

.  Koch,  17<IE  M  St.,  St.  Paul,  Mini 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 

604  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis 

isive  Brethren  Agent. 


Farm  for  Sale. 


No.  PBB   PAO 

1402  Four  Designs, 
1315  Four  Designs,  1 


.e,  [lowered  b 

e  gilt  edge,  Bl 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

4S  1°  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 
that  I  hive  for  sale 

choice: 
POLAND  *  CHINA  *  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes.-Not  Akin. 


Also  a  few  OOOD  SOWS,  Bred,  Prices  low. 
Address:  O.  E.  FltAXK, 


Brethren's  Settlement,  Howard  Co.,  Ind. 


SEED  POTATOES  \ 


One    Send   Pol 


Manchester  College.... 
The  Bible  School. 

eight  students  enrolled  during  the  first   six 
months!     Spring  Term  opens  March  18, 
Departments  of  Instruction: 

Collegiate,  Preparatory,  Normal,  Bible,  Com- 
mercial, Shorthand  and  Typewriting,  Elocu- 
tion, Music,  Penmanship. 

Why  Not  Attend  a  Good  School?  —  Don't 


;;;,.;' 


\m  Fronted,  extra  tine,  h 
.134  EmboaBed  Designs,  1 
1280  Landscape  and  Flov 
8b'  Kmhossed  Flowers,  1 
1206  EmbOHBed  Flowers,  1 
L2i)7  Kmbosaed    Landscn 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS, 


1281  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  o'/tXbyi, .  . 
1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  sizeSxBJ^, .  .  .  ■ 
1291  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  8x6J£, .  .  .  . 
1285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  3^x6>i, . 
12fl3  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  3i^xSJ-i, .  .  . 
1261  Floe  Scenery,  size  3^zfi^, 


Everybody  who  has 
•sending  (or  a  10-cent  b< 

liUICK  CORN  CURE, 


"bottle  of  D 
the  Liver  a 
Constipatio 


ym  can  dispose  of  it  i>> 

f  DUBBEL'8  DOUBLE 

champion  orall  reme- 

,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc    Why 

3?  The  first  application  stops 
hree  applications  remove  the 
)  greatest  remedies  of  Us  kind 


BL»B    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 
twela,  the  best  little  PHI  to  cure 

make  from  $8.00  to  J6.0O  per  day. 
erritory  and  terms.    Address, 
,  DUBBEL  &  CO,,  Proprietors, 
Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  P». 


hurcli    and 'suhofjl    privileges 


'III,,  hunt 

For  term 

CnssCo.,  Ind 


apply    l" 

1.,  or. 

M.UiKK  .' 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

r 

j 


ShiDDing  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


000  "The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 

825J4  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3^,-  ■  .  SOcentB. 

PBB   PACKAGE  OK  250  CARDS. 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue,.  .  .20  cents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 


engravings,  per  doz- 
liiirt  of  each  lesson, 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  tarnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  qb 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Address,  ._ 

F->* THREW'"    PUBLISHING  CO,, 

Mi.  Monti,  111 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  - 
This  is  the  Stylo 
CHAPTER  1. 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of  a.  K. 
Je'aus  Christ,  *the  Hon  of  Da'-  0<?e£l3. 
vid,  c  the  aon  of  A'bra-ham.  o'Jh.  is. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and  <*Oen.  21.2 
"I'gaac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  /Ja'cgb  *g«J-|*-j 
begat  JO'das  and  his  brethren; 

And  "Jo'das  begat  Pha're^  and  -7&Oen.ffl.a 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ^Pha'rS?  A,Ruth4.i 

This  cut  shows  the  appear- 
k.    It  is  bound 
n  Levant,  divinity  cir- 
cuit, leather  lined  to  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed. 


Don't  fail  to  call  for  No.  1S36  when  j 

Address,  BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 

Mt,  Morris,  111, 


I  So 


OCECS   GOSPEL   MBSSBNGBH,. 


March  7.  1896. 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.—  Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
.  Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


ft  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  1 


DISTKICT  MEETIMQS. 


I,  Middle  District  nf  Inillumi.  H 
0,  District  Of  Muryliiinllii  Hi"  I 

LOVE  FEASTS. 


C  Mill. low 


OF   INTEREST  TO  HOME- 
SEEKING   BRETHREN. 


The  Brethren  Will  Please 
Bear  in   Mind  thai 

ALL 

The  Colonics  of  Brethren  in 
North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along  the 
Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 

„.%a.) M  U11:. .WiKiv.vei^ii.jvyi 

concerning 

FREE 

Government  Lands,  snbject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

WBrcthren  ami  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our/colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 
me  and  1  will  be  glad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX  BASS, 

230  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


Better  Than  Ever! 

TUITION 
FREE... 


We 


s  that 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


■  happy'tn 

Med  1"  Offer  FREE  TUITION  during  the 
spring  term  (beginning  March  18)  to  eight  (8) 
m  Ohio,  eight  (8)  from  Indiana,  six 
(6)  from  Iowa,  six  (6)  from  Illinois,  four  (4)  from 
(3)  from  Michigan  and  three 
(3)  from  Wisconsin. 

Considering  the  small  expense  for  board  thi 
offer  will  afford  several  scores  of  young  peopli 
crior  school  facilities  for  a  term  of  eleven 
ks  at  a  very  small  outlay  of  money.  Apply 
nee  for  terms  of  admission.  If  you  should 
be  first  from  your  church,  it  will  pay  you 
to  be  second  or  third. 

plainly  your  name  and  post 
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■*■  EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY^ 

One  of  our  correspondents  wants  to  know  what 
we  think  about  birthday  parties,  saying  he  never 
read  of  but  one  in  the  Scriptures,  and  that  was 
Herod's,  which  resulted  in  the  beheading  of  John 
the  Baptist.  We  will  let  our  readers  study  the 
question  from  the  standpoint  named  in  the  tragic 
incident. 

A  recent  issue  of  an  exchange  contains  a  terri- 
ble list  of  deaths,  sufferings  and  crimes.  It  is  a 
summary  of  the  cruel  deeds  of  the  Turks  in  Arme- 
nia. It  is  gathered  from  official  documents  and  can 
be  relied  upon.  The  horrors  herein  named,  and 
their  magnitude,  are  beyond  our  comprehension: 

Total  killed, 39,234 

^les,  women  and  girls  murdered 29.544 

'"sons  burned  to  death  in  the  fires, 1.383 

Ministers,  priests  and  teachers  killed S  ■ 

Deaths  from  hunger  and  cold 3,2* 

^•iths  in  mountains  and  snow 4,330 

prober  wounded 6,120 

"umber  of  buildings  burned 28,562 

forcibly  circumcised— converted  to  Islam I5.l8° 

"omen  violated 5.530 

^urches  and  schools  destroyed, 227 

omen  and  girls  forcibly  married  to  Moslems, 1,53- 

len,  women  and  children  destitute 94,770 

'n  the  way  of  education  there  is  yet  a  big  work 
°be  done  among  the  people  in  the  United  States, 
ate  statistics  show  that  there  are  in  our  country 
oearly  six  and  one-half  million  persons   over  ten 
s  °f  age,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write.     It 
"ay,  says  the  Christian  Standard,  be  an  unpleasant 
rPnse   to   older   communities  to    learn  that   the 
( jstern  States  take  highest  rank  in  general  educa- 
fo  "  c  ^"  ^tates  west  of  the  Mississippi,  except  the 
"r  Southern  States,  stand  higher  on  the  education- 
's* than  Massachusetts,  while  Nebraska  stands 

»n  M  llead'  W'th  only  3'1  Per  cent  °*  'ts  P°Pulat'on 
a  le  to  read  and  write.    The  public  school  sys- 


tem of  such  States  as  Missouri,  Kansas,  Iowa,  Ne- 
braska and  Colorado,  has  no  superior  in  the  East- 
ern States.  The  large  colored  population  cuts 
down  the  average  for  the  South.  These  statistics, 
however,  speak  well  for  the  West,  where  our 
churches  are  making  rapid  progress. 


I  Even  very  devout  people  sometimes  get  rid  of 
the  hindrances  to  a  holy  life  in  a  way  that  they 
least  expect.  A  revival  was  in  progress  in  one  of 
the  western  towns.  It  is  said  that  among  the  mem- 
bers who  were  aroused  to  seek  a  higher  life  was  the 
wife  of  a  banker.  In  giving  her  testimony  on  Jan- 
uary 27  she  announced  that  she  had  been  led  to  see 
the  inconsistency  of  Christians  decking  themselves 
with  expensive  jewelry.  She  admitted  that  she  had 
a  love  for  these  precious  ornaments  and  had  been 
accustomed  to  wear  them.  But,  she  said,  she  had 
gained  new  light  on  these  matters  during  the  reviv- 
al; and  when  she  dressed  to  come  to  the  service 
that  evening,  she  discarded  rings  and  chains  and  or- 
naments of  all  kinds  and  had  left  them  behind  her 
in  a  heap  on  her  toilet  table.  .On  Tier  arrival  at 
home,  she  found  that  all  her  jewelry  had  been  stol- 
en. The  table  had  been  cleared  and  in  the  place 
of  the  jewels  was  a  sarcastic  note  from  the  thief, 
saying  that  he  had  listened  to  her  statement  in  the 
church  and  had  decided  that  it  would  be  kind  to  re- 
move temptation  from  so  good  a  woman.  Of 
course  the  woman  had  not  expected  her  tempta 
tion  to  be  removed  in  this  way.  But  if  she  was  sin- 
cere in  the  statements  made  in  the  church  she  now 
has  a  way  of  demonstrating  it  by  not  grieving  over 
her  great  loss. 

From  their  earliest  history  the  Disciples  have 
given  no  uncertain  sound  concerning  the  mode  of 
baptism.  They  have  always  maintained  that  im- 
mersion and  that  alone  was  the  primitive  mode. 
But  of  late  they  are  having  some  trouble  with  one 
of  their  churches  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  receiving 
into  fellowship  the  unimmersed.  What  the  editor 
of  the  Standard  has  to  say  on  the  subject  will  prove 
good  doctrine  for  even  our  own  people,  and  will 
apply  to  other  things  aside  from  baptism.  He 
says:  "  But  we  shall  not  judge  the  motives  of  the 
parties  to  the  late  unfortunate  transaction  in  Cleve- 
land. They  made  a  mistake — a  serious  mistake, — 
and  one  that  can  bring  no  real  happiness  in  its 
train.  Those  who  came  in  upon  those  bargaining 
terms  will  not  get  what  they  came  for.  They  will 
soon  realize  that  they  are  out  of  harmony  and  sym- 
pathy with  that  great  brotherhood  whose  fidelity  to 
truth  and  duty  have  generated  an  influence  whose 
swelling  current  is  sweeping  over  the  world.  They 
are  not  in  it.  Those  who  received  them  did  not 
bring  them  in — they  themselves  went  out  to  them, 
and  made  their  abode  with  them.  Let  us  hope  that 
God  in  his  mercy  will  bring  all  these  erring  breth- 
ren to  see  and  accept  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." 


Some  years  ago  the  Salvation  Army  was  ridi- 
culed on  account  of  its  strange  and  odd  methods 
of  reaching  the  people.  The  use  of  military  terms, 
army  uniforms,  the  drum  and  fife,  in  connection 
with  religion,  seemed  altogether  out  of  harmony. 
But  the  army,  in  a  measure,  redeemed  itself  by 
working  mainly  among  the  outcast,  where  it  ac- 
complished great  good,  not  only  in  this  country, 
but  in  England  and  elsewhere.  While  there  is  not 
enough  of  Christianity  in  the  method  of  worship 
to  commend  it,  yet  its  work  among  the  poor  should 
put  the  churches  to  shame.  But  the  army  has  met 
with  a  great  misfortune,  from  which  it  is  not  like- 
ly to  soon  recover.    Gen.   Booth,  who  resides  in 


England,  is  at  the  head  of  the  army,  and  is  about 
as  autocratic  as  the  Czar  of  all  Russia,  has  decreed 
that  the  division  of  the  army  in  America  shall 
form  to  English  ways  in  a  manner  not  pleasing 
to  those  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  This  has  al- 
ienated Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballington  Booth,  com- 
manders of  the  American  Army,  and  they  resigned. 
Miss  Eva  Booth  was  then  appointed  commander 
of  the  forces  in  America.  It  is  now  reported  that 
Mr.  Ballington  Bnoth  and  wife  propose  to  organ- 
ize a  new  army,  so  that  we  shall  soon  have  two 
Salvation  Armies  in  the  field.  Jealousy  is  proba- 
bly at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  trouble,  and  is 
confined  to  the  Booth  family.  Here  we  have  fa- 
ther, son,  sister,  daughter  and  brother  not  agree- 
ing, and  then  dividing  the  army.  You  say  that 
is  deplorable,— that  they  should  have  kept  their 
troubles  inside  of  the  family.  It  is  not  one  parti- 
cle worse  than  jealousy  among  elders  and  preach- 
ers. They  sometimes  disagree,  and,  as  a  result,  di- 
vide and  scatter  the  flock.  If  the  coffin-lids  should 
close  over  the  remains  of  a  few  leading  spirits  at 
the  head  of  the  Salvation  Army,  the  rank  and  file 
might  stand  united.  That  is  sometimes  the  way 
with  matters  in  the  church.  When  men  seek  their 
own  honor  rather  than  that  of  the  church,  it  would 
be  fortunate  for  the  body  if  such  men  could  re- 
ceive a  call  to  go  hence.  Christ  gave  his  life  for 
the  church,  but  there  arc  just  a  few  too  many  per- 
sons who  want  the  church  to  five  up  its  life  for 
their  honor  and  glory. 

To  the  west  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  Africa,  is  Abys- 
sinia, known  sometimes  as  the  Switzerland  of 
Afrtca.  The  history  of  its  people  extends  into  re- 
mote antiquity,  and  the  inhabitants  claim  that 
their  kings  are  lineal  descendants  of  the  Queen  of 
Sheba.  It  is  probable  that  the  Ethiopian  Eunuch, 
baptized  by  Philip,  came  from  this  part  of  Africa, 
and  on  his  return  carried  the  Gospel  to  his  people. 
A  few  days  ago  the  world  was  startled  by  the 
news  the  wires  brought  from  this  far-away  region. 
Italy  had  sent  an  army  of  nearly  30,000  well-armed 
men  to  subdue  the  fierce  Abyssinians.  But  these 
savage  warriors  proved  more  than  equal  to  the 
task,  for  they  came  upon  the  Italian  army  like 
a  mountain  avalanche  and  almost  annihilated  the 
forces  sent  against  them.  Among  the  far-away 
mountains  of  Abyssinia  lay  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  dead  and  dying  Italian  soldiers  beneath 
the  burning  sun  of  the  Torrid  Zone,  while  their 
relatives  and  friends  in  Italy  were  in  a  state  of 
frenzy.  Oh,  how  cruel  is  war!  Had  Italy  sent 
into  Abyssinia  a  thousand  missionaries,  armed 
with  Bibles,  these  savage  and  war-like  Ethiopians, 
in  course  of  time,  might  have  been  won  over  to  the 
same  peace  principles  characteristic  of  the  New 
Testament  church  when  the  Eunuch  was  sent  on 
his  way  rejoicing. 


BRUMBAUOH'S  GLIMPSES  FROM   FOREIGN   TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty-five. 

From  here  [the  Dead  Sea]  we  took  a  winding 
road  up  through  the  valley  of  the  Jordan.  As 
there  is  but  little  farming  of  any  kind  done,  the 
most  of  the  way  is  grown  up  with  small  trees  and 
shrubbery,  so  thick  in  places  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  pass  through  them.  At  one  time  these 
tangles  were  infested  with  lions  and  other  wild 
beasts.  Now  you  see  nothing  but  an  occasional 
camp  of  the  miserable  natives,  who  are  n<it  much 
more  civilized  than  the  wild  animals  that  former- 
ly held  these  plains  as  their  homes. 
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After  a   forty-minutes'  ride  we  came  10  a  u«...r- 
ing-place    on  the  banks   of   the   Jordan.     Here   is 
erected  a  large  shed,  supplied  with  rough  tables, 
benches,  etc.,  making  it  a  suitable  lunching  place. 
As  it  was  our  first  approach  to  the  sacred  stream 
(so  considered  by  the  thousands  that  make  their 
yearly  pilgrimages  there  for  the  purpose  of  bap 
tizing  themselves  in   it),  we  at  once 
waterside  where  we  had  a  very  refreshing  an 
joyable   wash,   of  which  we  were   much    in 
after  our  warm  and  dusty  ride. 

By  the  time  we  returned,  our  tables  were 
furnished  with  the  excellent  lunch  prepared  for 
us  by  our  genial  landlord  of  the  New  Grand  Jeru- 
salem Hotel.  As  it  was  past  the  noon-day  hour, 
we  were  all  in  a  most  happy  condition  to  enjoy 
the  bounties  set  before  us,  and  it  is  needless  to  say, 
"We  did  eat." 

After  our  meal  was  over  and  we  had  our  usual 
after-lunch    rest,   we   had    a   twenty-minutes'  walk 
to  the  "  baptismal  place,"— and  a  prettier  natural 
font  we   never  saw.     On   the  western  shore  there 
is  an  eddy  extending  inland,  from  the  direct  line 
of   the    shore,    some    thirty    feet.     This    forms    a 
beautiful   basin  of  still  water,  deepening  gradually, 
over  a  smooth  bottom  to  any   desired   depth,   so 
that  no  more  favorable   place   for   baptism   could 
possibly   be   desired.     There   is   also    a   very    fine, 
large  open  space  on   the  shore  here,  suitable   for 
placing   tents,    holding   religious    service,    or    any 
preparation    that   could    be   necessary    for    having 
baplisms.     And  we  want  to  tell  you  that  we  had 
a   very    interesting    and    proper    baptismal    scene 
right   then   and    there.     It   would   take   too    much 
space  to  relate  how  it  happened  and  all  the  an- 
tecedents   thereto,— we   only   say   that    in   our   es- 
timation  they   were   legal   and   proper.    The   sub- 
jects were  three  young  ladies,  one  American,  and 
two,  the   daughters   of    A.    Ben-Oliel,    as    named 
before,    of   the   Jerusalem   Union    Mission    for   th 
Jews.     They  are  young  ladies  of  rare  intellectual 
and  religious  qualifications.    They  are  of  age,  in- 
telligent believers  and  they  desired  Christian  bap- 
tism by  trine  immersion.     They  came  to  this  de- 
cision from  a  careful  reading  of  tracts  on  this  sub- 
ject, sent  to  them  by  Bro.  Wilbur  Stover  now  of 
India.    This  was  not  a  baptism  gotten  up  for  the 
occasion,  but  a  real  apostolic  baptism  of  thorough- 
ly conscientious  and  sincere  believers,  baptized  at 
the   same   place  where    the    Christ    was    baptized 
by  the  "Sent  of  God,"— John  the  Baptist.     To  us 
this  was  no  ordinary  privilege,  and  we  shall   never 
forget  the  scene  there  witnessed.     While  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Jordan   are   no   more  holy    than    the 
waters  of  other  countries  and  rivers,  yet  the   as- 
sociations there  are  sacred,  and  it  seemed  to   us 
that   the   Holy    Spirit    is    still,    to    some    extent, 
brooding   over   the   place,   waiting    for    others    to 
come  and  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Master. 
The   preparations  were,  first  the  pitching  of  a  tent, 
then  Bible  reading   and   prayer,    followed   by   the 
baptisms. 

After  the   baptism,   and   after   the    friends    had 
left,   we  tarried,   as   we   could    not   overcome    the 
strong   desire   we   had   of   bathing 
So,  in  company  with  several  otht 
bath   and   the    fulfillment    of   a   k 
ished   purpose.    The   river  here  \ 
feet  wide,   and  though   at  the  driest  season  of  the 
year,   it  was  so  deep  that  it  could  not  be  forded. 
We  pity  the  deluded  ministers  who  sometimes  try 
to    make   their   people   believe   that   there    is    not 
terse  in  baptism, 
n    idea   could   be 
nersion,   but  that 
vere  glad  that  we 
to   witness 


•icho,   where   we   had 
light.     Our   trip  there 


ed  our  faces  towards  J 
arranged  to   stop   for  the 

was  very  similar  to  the  outward  one,  except  that 
we  were  a  little  farther  north.  The  whole  route 
was  one  of  desolation,  except  in  a  few  places 
where  we  came  to  the  camps  of  the  wandering 
Arabs  with  their  black  tents  filled  with  men,  wom- 
en, children  and  dogs,  with  the  sleepy-looking 
donkeys  lounging  around,  apparently  quite  at  home 
with  his  surroundings.  The  only  thing  we  saw 
that  gave  us  a  little  of  the  home-like  feeling  was 
a  genuine  rooster  standing  on  a  post, 
with  all  the  good  humor  imaginable 
us  as  being  peculiar  was,  that  he 
the  same  as  do  our  roosters   at   home 


crowing 

What  struck 

rowed  exactly 

The  only 

difference   we   noticed   was  that  he   did    not    run 

and  hide  when  he  saw  us  coming.    Do  you  know 

the   reason   why?    Well,   the  truth   of  the  matter 

is,  few  ministers  travel  through  that  way  and  none 

stop. 

As  we  approached  the  ancient  city  we  noticed 
growing  signs  of  human  life  and  civilization,— and 
still  nearer  we  saw  some  garden  plots  with  grow- 
ing vegetables,  orchards  of  bananas,  dates,  lemons 
and  sweet  oranges  or  tangerines.  All  these  things 
could  be  grown  here  in  great  abundance,  but  as 
there  is  no  market  for  them,  the  cultivation  of 
them  is  measured  by  the  home  consumption  which 
is  very  small  indeed. 

But   now  we  enter  the  city 
the   Bcllevue  Hotel,  where  we 


with  measured  and  uniform  steps,  marching  round 
and  round  the  fated  city,  with  horns  in  ready 
position,  to  make  the  decisive  blow.  Within  the 
walls  were  the  greatly-perplexed  populace,  their 
hearts  melting  like  water,  awaiting  the  feared 
result,  whatever  it  would  be.  In  the  house  of 
Rahab  all  was  astir, — the  scarlet  ribbon  was  at 
its  place,  the  doors  were  closed  and  barred,  in  the 
faith  that  what  was  promised  would  come  to  pass, 
while  the  gazing  populace  looked  up  and  won- 
dered what  all  this  meant.  The  walls  tremble, 
totter  and  fall,  a  cloud  of  dust  rises  from  the  earth 
as  the  last  peal  of  the  horns  is  heard,— there  is  a 
mighty  rush  onward  and  upward, — the  city  is 
taken  and  the  ruins  alone  are  left  to  tell  the  story. 
H.  B.  B. 


-ESSAYS,- 


marked  op<-n-handedn. 
accommodations  that 
we  must  say  that  01 
excellent.  Our  cook 
lem  for  the  occasion 
He  boasted  of  being  1 
for  such  celebrities 


and  are  landed  at 
we  were  received  with 
is  and  given  the  very  best 
ould  be  afforded.  Indeed, 
entertainment  here  was 
as  imported  from  Jerusa- 
ind  he  did  his  part  well, 
lief  cook  in  this  same  place 
Mark  Twain,  Dr.  Talmage, 


Dr.  McArthur,  and  others  of  like  fame.     Americans 

are   all   great   people   in   the   eyes   of  these    men, 

because,  say  they,  all  good  Americans   give  large 

backsheesh.    They  always  emphasize  the  good  and 

the  large.     Our  beds  were  as   good   as  the  best, 

so  that  we  felt  highly  favored  in  this  city  of  bad 

reputation.    Our  hotel  was  located  in  a  grove  of 

sweet  oranges  and  other  tropical  fruits.     We  spent 

the    evening  pleasantly  in  an   arbor,   trellised   all 

over    with    vines    ladened    with    sweetly    odorous 

flowers.     Before  retiring  we  gathered  in  an  upper 

had  a  season  of  singing  and  prayer 

Jericho   is    not    the    worst 

1  if  it  has  rather  an  unsavo- 


TRUST  IN  OOD. 

BY  MARY  M.  COX. 

'TIS  sometimes  dark,  our  Father, 

Yet  still  we  trust  in  Thee; 
Our  bark  Thou  guidest  safely 

O'er  life's  tempestuous  sea; 
And  when  we  reach  the  harbor 

Of  that  better  shore  at  last, 
Our  rest  will  be  the  sweeter 

For  the  storms  through  which  we'i 
We  cannot  tell  what  sorrows 

The  future  has  in  store, 
But  Thou,  oh  Father,  knowest, 

And  we  trust  Thee  evermore. 
Thou  givest  us  the  morning, 

And  Thou  givest  us  the  night; 
After  the  gloom  and  darkness 

Thou  wilt  send  the  glorious  light. 
We  know  the  many  sorrows 

Of  earth  will  soon  be  o'er, 
And  we'll  dwell  with  Thee  forever 

On  a  green  and  quiet  shore; 
Oh  make  us  strong  and  faithful 

Until  the  night  is  past; 
For  soon  will  flee  the  darkness, 

Thy  day  will  break  at  last. 
Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 


UNFAIR   COMPARISONS. 

BY   JAMES   A.    SELL. 

.  dispositic 


in    the  Jon 
rs,  we  had 
ng-before  cher- 
as   about    forty 


enough  water  in  the  Jordan  to  imi 
There  was  a  time  when  such  ; 
passed  as  argument  against  im 
time  is  now  forever  past.  We 
were  permitted  with  our  own 
against  it. 

From  here  we  returned  to  o 
and  after  taking  a  view  of  the 


eyes 


together.  So  you 
place  in  the  world 
ry  reputation. 

After  a  good  night's  rest,  we  were  astir  early 
in   the  morning.     A  good  breakfast  was  served  us, 
and  then  we  took  a  walk  out  to  Elisha's   Fountain, 
— a  little  northeast  of  the  city.     The  first  rays  of 
the   morning    sun    were    peeping    in   through    the 
heavy  foliage  of  palm,   orange,  banana   and  balm 
trees.    The  dew  was  yet  dripping  down  from   the 
leaves,    and    the    gentle    breeze,    laden    with    the 
fragrance  of  the  opening  flowers  all  around,  kissed 
our   cheeks   and   ravished   our  souls  with  peculiar 
delight,  as  we  wended  our  way  outward  towards 
the  place  of  our  desires.     As  we  neared  the  place 
we    noticed,    to    the    left,    the    mound    ruins     of 
the  second  Jericho, — city  of  Herod.     Just  beyond 
the  fountain,  on  quite  an  elevation,  were  pointed 
out  to  us  the  foundations  of  the  old  and  original 
city   of  Jericho, —  the   city    around    which    Joshua 
made  his  seven  marches,  when  the  walls  tumbled 
down,    and    the    army,    unhindered,    entered    and 
made   the  first  conquest.     Our  first   effort   was   to 
ascend  to  the  top  and  view  the  ground,  to  deter- 
mine the  possibility  of  the  Bible  story.     The  con- 
ditions   not    only    make    its   truthfulness   possible, 
but  quite  probable  and  easy, — we  mean,  the  march- 
ing around  the   city.     As   we   stood   on   the   emi- 


camping  place 
urroundings,   we 


There  is  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  people 
to  make  unfair  comparisons  and  then  jump  at 
conclusions  regardless  of  the  force  of  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances. Our  church  paper  is  compared  with 
other  papers  and. they  are  found  to  be  much  larger 
and  cheaper.  Therefore  they  claim  ours  is  too 
high  in  price.  Is  the  comparison  fair?  The  cost 
of  a  paper  depends  largely  upon  the  typesetting. 
After  the  type  is  set,  the  cost  of  material  and  print- 
ing is  but  a  trifle.  A  paper  with  a  circulation  of 
twenty  thousand  can  be  published  cheaper  than 
one  of  five  thousand.  The  real  paying  part  of 
a  paper  is  the  advertising,  and  the  larger  the  cir- 
culation of  a  paper  the  higher  the  price  of  advertis- 
ing. As  many  of  the  secular  papers  are  half  adver- 
tisements it  pays  the  publishers  to  almost  give  the 
papers  away  to  increase  the  circulation.  Besio 
all  this,  political  parties  and  candidates  for  office 
often  pay  liberally  for  electioneering  effiorts  1 
their  behalf.  Now  it  is  very  evident  that  the  MeSj 
senger,  with  one  and  sometimes  two  pages 
adverti 

can  not  compete 
of  the  day.  Bro 
went  to  the  troubl 
er   religious   weel< 


d  not  the   most  paying  ones  at  tha  , 


price  with  the   cheap  paPer: 
1,    L.    Miller,   sometime    ago* 
■  compare  prices  with  the  0 
1,   and   his     investigations  re- 
vealed the  fact  that    the    Messenger  is  as   cheap 
as  any,  when  size  is  considered.     Then  nearly  ^ 
other    papers    carry     more     advertisements, 
have  a  larger  body  of  people  from  whom  to  rece 
support. 

A<"''"-    some     of     our    enthusiastic    missionary 


nence,  our  soul  was  flooded  with  the  Bible  associ-    workers  sometimes  entertain  us  by  comparing 
ations  of  the    place,    We    saw   the    great .  army,  I  mission  work  with  that  of  the  Methodist  churc  . 
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Their  receipts  for  mission  work,  and  work  in 
„eneral,  are  far  greater  than  ours.  Their  mem- 
bers number  twenty  to  our  one.  They  have  more 
church  property  than  we.  They  support  the  minis- 
ters. They  prosper  in  the  cities.  Now  what  is 
wrong  with  us?  Why  should  we  not  advance  as 
they  do? 

Let  us  see.  Is  the  comparison  fair?  Money  is 
quite  a  factor  in  church  work  and  the  Metho- 
dists have  found  it  out.  It  is  not  a  stigma  to  say 
that  the  Methodist  preacher  succeeds  the  best, 
who  gets  the  most  money  out  of  the  people.  This 
might  not  be  objectionable  if  the  people  were 
taught  to  give  and  the  money  secured  in  that 
way.  But  all  sorts  of  devices  are  called  into  req 
uisition.  Amusements  and  games,  that  in  a  sa- 
loon would  be  considered  gambling,  are  encour- 
aged from  the  pulpit,  and  welcomed  in  the  church. 
Passions  and  propensities  that  Christianity  in 
its  nature  is  to  subdue  and  govern,  are  now  en- 
couraged. But  it  is  all  right  now  because  money 
is  wanted  for  the  Lord.  Here  is  where  the  bulk 
of  their  money  comes  from.  Until  we  are  ready  to 
adopt  such  measures,  comparison  with  them  is  un- 
fair. 

Again:  How  much  of  the  doctrine  of  the  New 
Testament  do  they  uphold?  They  baptize,  it  is 
true,  but  the  mode  is  left  to  the  applicant.  In 
all  other  doctrines  it  is  "according  to  your 
faith."  Conversion  consists  in  a  little  siege  at  the 
mourner's  bench.  When  the  feelings  touch  the 
highest  key  on  the  staff  of  excitement,  the  work  is 
done.  To  hasten  this,  the  whole  congregation 
unite  to  swell  the  noise.  Are  we  ready  to  drop 
our  teaching  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  to 
gain  numbers?  If  not,  we  must  be  content  with  a 
slower  growth,  and  consequently  comparison  with 
them,  in  numbers,  is  unfair. 

Again.  There  is  much  said  of  late  years  about 
a  supported  ministry.  All  the  texts  favoring  a 
sunoort  are  brought  forward.  Some  very  con- 
^stfatiTe  men  are  now  writing  in  its  favor.  It  is 
a  live  theme  for  ministerial  meeting1;.  It  seems  to 
have  many  advantages.  If  we  had  it,  how  much 
more  could  be  accomplished?  Look  at  other 
churches.  We  have  been  a  little  slow  here,  there 
is  no  doubt.  The  church  should  and  could  do 
more  to  assist  its  worthy  servants.  But  is  there 
not  just  a  little  danger  of  becoming  a  little  "lop- 
sided" on  the  subject?  Has  not  the  "hireling" 
ministry  done  more  to  corrupt  Christianity  than 
any  other  one  thing?  Assuming  that  it  takes  a 
plain  people  to  obey  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel, 
can  our  plainness  and  simplicity,  as  a  people,  be 
maintained  with  a  supported  ministry?  Has  it 
been  preserved  in  other  churches  and  even  in  our 
own  where  ministers  are  supported?  The  minister 
who  is  supported  has  more  time  to  study,  to  do 
pastoral  work  and  many  other  things.  But  he  of- 
ten abuses  his  privileges  and  has  not  gained  so 
much  after  all.  Coming  in  contact  with  the  out- 
side world  in  business,  in  trials,  straits  and  tempta- 
tions, does  not  qualify  a  minister  to  deliver  fine  dis- 
courses, but  it  does  give  him  experiences  that  will 
enable  him  to  speak  from  the  heart.  A  minister 
who  has  lived  among  his  fellow  men  for  forty  or 
fifty  or  more  years,  and  who  has  gone  in  and  out 
with  them  in  the  ups  and  downs  of  life,  and  has  a 
reputation  for  honesty,  sympathy  and  purity,  has, 
Perhaps,  accomplished  as  much  good  as  the  one 
who  was  supported  and  equally  faithful. 

Again.  Our  schools  are  compared  with  others 
■n  a  way  to  show  them  to  a  disadvantage.  Among 
others  we  have  the  "State  Normal,"  built  by  the 
State  and  maintained  by  money  appropriated  by 
tne  State.  We  have  colleges  built  and  endowed 
oy  wealthy  individuals.  There  are  schools  where 
a  certain  line  of  study  is  pursued,  as  law,  medicine, 
j"10  theology.  Such  schools  are  generally  en- 
dowed or  supported  by  wealthy  fraternities.  How 
about  ours,  built  by  subscription  and  supported  by 
Patronage?  Starting  a  few  years  ago  against  fierce 
opposition,  with  but  little  money,  small  attendance 
and  inexperienced  workerS|  triey  should  not  now 

^subjected  to  unfair  comparisons. 

1  our  intercourse,  as  a  committee,  with  the  trus- 


In, 


tees  of  the  Juniata  College,  the  fact  was  developed 
that  the  school  originated  with  the  ministers. 
They  were  first  and  last,  and  up  to  date,  its  princi- 
pal supporters.  By  far  the  larger  percentage  of 
the  money  that  built  the  school  up  to  what  it  is, 
came  from  the  ministry.  Such  schools  are  a  ne- 
cessity to  the  future  existence  of  the  church. 
There  is  no  telling  what  influence  a  college  would 
have  had  in  keeping  and  developing  money  and 
talent,  if  the  church  would  have  had  one  all  the 
way  down,  in  the  history  of  our  country. 

Now  for  brethren,  who  perhaps  never  contributed 
a  cent  of  money  and  never  visited  one  of  our 
schools,  to  overlook  the  influence  of  our  schools 
upon  the  church,  and  simply  compare  prices  with 
others,  as  though  dollars  and  cents  were  the  high- 
est consideration,  is  certainly  making  unfair  com- 
parisons. 

Again.  It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  have  the 
sisters'  neat  and  becoming  bonnet  compared  to  the 
"plain  hat"  for  cheapness.  It  is  not  cheapness 
we  want.  The  cheapest  is  often  the  dearest.  Give 
us  what  is  right  and  what  heaven  can  approve  of, 
and  let  us  pay  for  it.  If  rigid  economy  must  be 
practiced,  let  it  begin  in  the  extravagance  of  so- 
cial life  and  not  in  the  things  which  affect  the  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual  culture  for  all  time  and 
eternity  too! 

McKse's  Gap,  Pa. 


"THE  LORD  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS."— Jer.  13:  6. 

BY  S.  N.  M'CANN. 

Number  Eleven. 

"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us.  who  knew  no  sii 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."— 
Cor.  5:  21. 

DIVINE  ASSURANCE  SECURED  TO  RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
HOLINESS  AND  PERFECTION. 

Whoever  comes  to  Christ  believing,  and  pen 
tently  submitting  all  to  him  with  a  pure  heart,  will 
not  stop  short  of  Divine  assurance  for  his  accept 
ance,  both  external  and  internal.  They  are  made 
to  see  God  and  they  know  that  they  are  his.  "  For 
we  know  that,  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  tabern; 
cle  were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  a 
house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heaven 

Therefore  we  are  always  confident 

We  are  confident,  I  say,  and  willing  rather  to  be 
absent  from  the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the 
Lord."     2  Cor.  5:  1-8. 

While  faith  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  fountain 
for  sin  and  uncleanness,  we  would  question  the 
faith  that  would  allow  an  individual  to  stop  short 
of  literal  obedience  to  the  Word  of  God. 

Whatever  we  may  say  in  this  article  in  reference 
to  Divine  assurance  following  literal  obedience, 
must  be  understood  to  always  imply  living  faith, 
and  purity  of  heart  on  the  part  of  the  individual. 
We  hear  Paul  saying,  "  For  I  am  not  ashamed  of 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  for  it  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth."  Rom. 
I:  16.  Every  believer  holds  in  his  hands  the  power 
by  which  he  may  be  delivered  from  the  complete 
bondage  of  sin. 

As  Abraham,  by  the  power  of  faith,  offered  Isaac 
and  received  him  back  from  the  dead  in  a  figure, 
Heb.  11:  19,  so  the  child  of  God,  by  the  power  of 
faith,  stands  justified,  even  prior  to  literal  obedi- 
ence, but  he  lacks  Divine  assurance  of  his  accept- 
ance, until  his  work  is  wrought.* 

To  let  anything  come  between  him  and  literal 
obedience,  would  show  a  lack  of  faith,  hence  he  is 
not  justified.  To  press  on,  trusting  Christ,  shows 
full  faith,  complete  justification,  and   brings  Divine 


*Our  brother  reasons  well  in  his  article,  but  to  our  mind  the 
New  Testament  does  not  teach  that  the  believer  is  justified 
clear  to  literal  obedience.  If  there  is  any  one  thing  prior 
in  the  Gospel  it  is  that  justification  is  perfected  when- 
ever and  not  before,  the  literal  obedience  is  completed,  pro- 
vided the  obedience  is  prompted  by  genuine  faith.  The  peni- 
tent believers,  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  were  justified  only  after 
literally  obeying  the  instructions  of  Peter.  The  reason  why 
the  believer  has  no  assurance  of  justification,  prior  to  literal 
obedience,  is,  because  that  is  where  the  New  Testament  plac- 
es it  and  it  is  better  to  leave  things  just  where  the  Record 
locates  them.— Ed. 


assurance.  The  gift  of  life  is  offered  but  we  must 
accept  it,  or  it  cannot  be  ours.  "To  them  gave  he 
power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them 
that  believe  on  his  name,  which  were  born,  not  of 
blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will 
f  man,  but  of  God."  John  1:  12,  13.  All  who  be- 
ieve  have  the  power  to  become  sons  of  God,  but 
not  all  who  believe  are  sons  of  God  because  not  all 
the  power.  The  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
believer.  Though  he  believes  he  cannot  be  a  son 
f  God  unless  he  uses  the  power.  The  birth  of 
blood  will  not  apply  the  power.  The  Jews  believed 
that  they  were  sons  of  God  by  the  birth  of  blood- 
having  descended  from  Abraham.  To  be  born  of 
our  own  wills  does  not  apply  the  power,  for  we 
must  put  on  "The  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make 
not  provision  for  the  flesh,  to  fulfill  the  lusts  there- 
of."    Rom.  13:  14. 

So,  many  believe,  but  they  make  a  provision  for 
the  flesh,  by  choosing  a  church  that  will  allow 
them  to  be  fashionable,  to  attend  parties,  to  play 
cards,  or  to  follow  some  other  fleshly  desire  with- 
out restriction.  All  who  make  provision  for  the 
flesh,  be  it  ever  so  small,  cannot  have  Divine  as- 
surance that  they  are  God's  own  elect.  They  lack 
the  power  of  the  faith  that  lays  hold  upon  God. 
Their  only  assurance  is  literal,  legal  self-righteous- 
ness. 

To  be  born  of  the  will  of  man  will  not  apply  the 
power.  Many  join  the  church  simply  because 
father,  mother,  or  some  friend  wants  them  to  do 
so,  and  thus  they  are  born  of  the  will  of  man. 
If  we  do  not  go  to  Christ  from  a  deep  sense  of 
guilt,  from  a  deep-felt  need  for  him,  as  our  Savior, 
we  will  follow  the  teachings  and  doctrines  of  men 
as  readily  as  we  will  follow  Jesus. 

To  be  born  of  God  applies  the  power  and  we 
become  sons  of  God, — we  are  saved.  While  all 
this  is  accomplished  by  the  power  of  faith,  and  we 
stand  justified,  not  by  works  but  by  faith,  wc  press 
on  to  full,  complete  literal  assurance.  To  willfully 
stop  short  of  complete,  literal  obedience,  would 
prove  that  we  have  not  been  begotten  of  God. 
To  render  complete  literal  obedience  carries  divine 
assurance  to  every  humble  penitent  that  he  is 
born  of  God.  "  Being  born  again,  not  by  cor- 
ruptible seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  Word 
of  God."  1  Pet.  1:23.  Born  of  God  is  here  said 
to  be  of  incorruptible  seed,  by  the  WORD  OF 
GOD. 

"  He  taketh  away  the  first,  that  he  may  establish 
the  second.  By  the  which  will  we  are  sanctified 
through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ 
once  for  all."  Heb.  10: 9,  10.  Sanctified  is  here 
said  to  be  by  THE  WILL  of  Go*  his  Word. 

"  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace,  from  God  the 
Father,  and  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
gave  himself  for  our  sins,  that  he  might  deliver 
us  from  this  present  evil  world,  according  to  the 
will  of  God  and  our  Father."  Gal.  1:3,  4.  We 
are  delivered  from  the  present  evil  world  accord- 
ing to  the  WILL  OF  GOD,  which  is  his  Word. 
Then  we  are  born  of  God  by  the  Word,  sanctified 
by  the  Word,  delivered  from  the  world  by  the 
Word.  Christ  touches  the  full  import  of  this  ques- 
tion when  he  says  to  Nicodemus,  "  Except  a  man 
be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
God."  Nicodemus  not  understanding,  Jesus  comes 
to  the  literal  and  says:  "  Except  a  man  be  born 
of  water,  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God."  John  3:  3-5.  We  notice 
that  both  water  and  Spirit  are  conditional  to  en- 
trance into  God's  kingdom,— the  church.  When, 
by  the  power  of  faith,  the  individual  submits  to 
Christ  in  baptism,  he  puts  on  Christ.  "  For  as 
many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ 
have  put  on  Christ."  Gal.  3:27.  "He  that  be- 
lieveth and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved."  Mark  16: 
16. 

Here  pardon  is  assured  to  the  penitent  who,  in 
humble  faith,  submits  to  God's  Word.  "  Repent, 
and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."     Acts  2:  38. 

The  man  who  is  justified  by  faith  stands  not  by 
a  mere  sense  of  feeling  but  by  a  positive,  literal 


If' J 


THE    OOBPBL    MES8BNCJHB. 


March  14,  l8ol5_ 


assurance,   by  a  clear 
Ask  him  if  he  is  savi 
to  answer,  "  Y 
he  will  tell  yoi 
ii  he  feels  it,  ! 
rejoicing,  becausi 
knows  and   does 


thus  sayeth  the  Lord." 
and  he  will  not  hesitate 
i."  Ask  him  how  he  knows  it  and 
"  Because  God  says  so."  Ask  him 
d  he  will  tell  you  that  he  is  always 
e  he  knows.  He  feels  because  he 
ot  know  because  he  feels.     The 


eunuch  went  on  his  way  rejoicing  after  baptism 
because  he  had  God's  Word  for  it  that  he  was 
a  saved  man,  that  his  sins  were  pardoned,  that 
he  was  in  Christ's  kingdom.     Acts  8:  39. 

The  jailer,  with  all  his  house,  rejoiced  alter  bap- 
tism because  lie  had  divine  assurance  that  was 
tangible.  Acts  16:  34.  "There  are  three  that  bear 
witness  in  earth,  the  Spirit,  and  the  water,  and  the 
blood:  and  these  three  agree  in  one."     1  John  5:8. 

Right  at  the  point  where  we,  by  the  Spirit,  are 
made  to  bow  to  Christ  in  baptism,  we  apply  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  or,  at  least,  receive  the  divine  as- 
surance that  it  is  applied. 

Thus  we  are  sanctified  and  cleansed  "with  the 
washing  of  water  by  the  Word."     Eph.  5:26. 

Christ's  blood  applied  and  we  know  that  it 
cleanses  us  from  all  sin;  we  know  that  we  stand 
holy, — "  Not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we 
have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  saved 
us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing 
of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Titus  3:5.  It  is  not  the 
literal  obedience  that  gives  righteousness,  but  the 
faith  that  would  stop  short  of  literal  obedience, 
stops  short  of  any  real  ground  of  assuranre.  They 
who  refuse  to  obey  cannot  have  assurance  by 
faith,  because  the  faith  lacks  one  essential  element, 
—submission.  They  cannot  have  ii  by  literal  obe- 
dience, because  they  have  not  obeyed  Christ's 
blood  is  applied  by  failh.  We  stand  with  clear 
and  positive  evidence,  both  interna'  and  external, 
when  our  faith  leads  us  to  complete  submission. 
To  stop  short  of  submission  is  to  doubt,  hence  to 
be  condemned.  "  He  that  bclieveth  and  is  bap- 
tized shall  be  saved."  Mark  16:  16. 
Bridgeivater,  Va. 

SALT. 

BY  W.  R.  DEETER. 

Salt  is  known  in  chemistry  as  carbonate  of  so- 
dium. It  was  used  in  the  offerings  under  the 
former  dispensations.  "With  all  thine  offerings 
thou  shalt  offer  salt."  Lev.  2:  13.  It  was  used,  in 
some  way,  in  connection  with  their  covenants.  "  It 
is  a  covenant  of  salt  forever  before  the  Lord  unto 
thee  and  to  thy  seed  with  thee."  Num.  18:  19. 
It  is  used  under  the  present  dispensation  in  a 
symbolical  sense.  *' Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth." 
Matt.  5:  13.  "For  every  one  shall  be  salted  with 
fire  and  every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with  salt. 
Salt  is  good,  but  if  the  salt  have  lost  his  saltness, 
wherewith  will  ye  season  it?  Have  salt  in  your- 
selves, and  be  at  peace  one  with  another."  Mark 
9:  49,  50.  "  Let  your  speech  be  always  with  grace, 
seasoned  with  salt."     Col.  4:  6. 

Many  other  quotations  on  the  same  line  might 
be  made,  but  they  would  only  prove  the  same 
thing. 

Salt  is  essential  to  higher  animal  life,  not  that  it 
enters  into  the  tissues,  but  it  aids  in  digestion  and 
in  throwing  off  waste  matter.  It  is  said  the  Chi- 
nese inflicted  punishment  on  criminals  by  with- 
holding salt  from  them  in  all  their  food.  It  cre- 
ated a  longing,  then  a  terrible  pain  and  finally  re- 
sulted in  death.  So  the  salt  of  God's  grace  is  es- 
sential to  spiritual  life.  Therefore  the  Savior  said, 
"  Every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with  salt."  "  Have 
salt  in  yourselves,"  etc. 

Salt  is  found  in  all  parts  of  the  globe;  so  all  have 
access  to  it.  So  of  God's  grace.  God  intended 
it  should  be  preached  "  to  every  creature,"  "in  all 
the  world."  "  The  grace  of  God  that  bringeth  sal- 
vation hath  appeared  unto  all  men."     Titus  2:   11. 

Salt  is  so  abundant  that  it  is  inexhaustible.  A 
large  per  cent  of  the  great  oceans  is  salt,  besides 
there  are  large  salt  beds  on  the  land.  So  of  Gods 
grace, — it  is  inexhaustible,  therefore  God  said  to 
Paul,  "  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you."  Where 
sin   abounded    grace    did    much    more    abound," 


Rom.  5:  20.     "Grace  unto  you,  and  peace  be  mul- 
tiplied."    1  Pet   1 :  2. 

Salt  will  diffuse  far  and  wide.  So  will  the  prin 
ciples  enunciated  by  Jesus  Christ.  "That  was  the 
true  light  that  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  in- 
to the  world."     John   I:  9. 

to  be  very  penetrating;  so  are 
of  Jesus.  ''Now  when  they  heard 
pricked  in  their  heart,"  etc.  Acts 
also  used  for  cleansing;  so  of  the 
"  Seeing  ye  have  purified  your 
I  Pet.  1:  22.  "Puri- 
Acts  15:  9 


Salt 


knou 
the  principles 
this,  they  were 
2:  37.  Salt  is 
Gospel  truth, 
souls  in  obeying  the  truth.' 
fying  their  hearts  by  failh." 


Salt  is  used  to  preserve.  This  is  the  function 
of  God's  people.  If  there  had  been  ten  righteous 
persons  in  Sodom,  it  would  not  have  been  de- 
stroyed; thi  y  would  have  preserved  it.  If  the  Jews 
would  have  accepted  Christ  and  his  doctrine,  their 
house  would  not  have  been  left  desolate,  but  re- 
jecting them,  oh  how  desolate  their  house  has 
been!  Not  only  will  it  preserve  from  physical 
evil,  but  moral  as  well.  "  But  ye  have  obeyed 
from  the  heart  the  form  of  doctrine  delivered  you, 
being  then  made  lree  from  sin."  Rom.  6:  17,  18. 
"Ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free."    John  8:  32. 

When  salt  is  used  it  is  not  all  put  at  one  place, 
but  is  scattered  and  mixed  with  the  articles  to  be 
salted.  So  God  did  not  want  his  people  to  all 
stay  at  one  place,  but  to  scatter  out  among  the 
people.  When  they  began  their  work,  it  would 
have  been  pleasanter  for  them  to  continue  at  Je- 
rusalem and  enjoy  their  fellowship  together,  but 
God  wanted  them  to  scatter  and  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  other  cities. 

Jesus  says,  "  If  the  salt  have  lost  his  savour, 
wherewith  shall  it  be  salted?  it  is  thenceforth  good 
for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  out  and  trodden  under 
foot  of  men."  Matt.  5:  13.  It  is  possible  for- 
those  who  were  once  salt  to  go  back  to  the  ele- 
ments of  a  sinful  world  and  thus  lose  their  strength 
and  power  for  good,  and  if  they  do  not  repent  will, 
with  a  wicked  world,  be  salted  with  hell  fire. 
They  will,  with  the  children  of  the  kingdom  who 
were  once  in  favor  and  friendship  with  God  and 
his  people,  be  cast  out  into  outer  darkness  where 
there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 
See  Matt.  8:  12. 

Milford,  Ind. 

A  REVIEW. 

BY  1.  J.  ROSENBERGER. 


I  have  before  me  a  work,  entitled,  "  Baptist 
Doctrines,"  in  which  a  number  of  representative 
Baptist  ministers  have  written  on  various  topics  of 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Dr.  Newman,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  a  man 
of  high  repute  among  the  Baptists,  has  an  es- 
say in  this  work,  entitled,  "Baptist  Churches 
Apostolic."  This  essay  created  such  a  surprise 
in  my  mind  that  I  have  felt  to  communicate  my 
surprise  to  the  readers  of  the  Gospel  Messenger 
in  the  form  of  a  review.  I  quote  from  the  doc- 
tor's pen  as  follows:  "  The  aim  of  the  present  dis- 
course will  be  to  show  that  Baptist  churches  are 
Apostolic  alike  in  spirit  and  in  form."  To  make 
thestatement  still  more  emphatic,  the  doctor  re- 
peats, "  Baptist  churches  alone  of  all  the  church- 
es, are  Apostolic  in  spirit  and  in  form." 

1.  The  doctor  surely  knows  that  the  Apostolic 
service  at  the  bedside  of  the  sainted  sick  was 
prayer  and  the  anointing  with  oil.  James  5:  14 
plainly  enjoins  this  anointing  with  oil,  while  Mark 
6:  13  alludes  to  its  practice.  This  Apostolic 
anointing  service  is  wholly  wanting  in  Baptist 
churches.  Hence,  in  form,  Baptist  churches  are 
unlike  the  Apostolic  church.  The  Apostolic  form 
of  symbolizing  that  high  degree  of  love  that 
Christians  should  have  for  one  another,  was  the 
holy  kiss.  This  is  seen  in  the  epistolary  writings 
again  and  again.  This  Apostolic  form  again  is 
wanting  in  Baptist  churches. 

2.  The  Spirit  of  Christ,  the  apostles  and  all 
their  writings  was  purely  non-combatant.  Are 
not   Baptist  churches  among    those  that   encour- 


age the  spirit  of  war?  Is  it  not  likely  that  Bap. 
tist  brethren  North,  met  Baptist  brethren  South 
on  the  bloody  field  of  battle?  "Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so 
to  them,"  was  Christ's  teaching,  which  is  averse  to 
war.  This  spirit  is  wanting  in  Baptist  churches. 
The  spirit  of  humility  and  meekness  was  a  promi- 
nent teaching  in  the  Apostolic  church.  "Be  not 
conformed  to  this  world."  "  Not  fashioning  your- 
selves after  the  former  lusts  of  your  ignorance." 
"  Fashion  "  means,  "  cut  or  shape."  "  Adorn  them- 
selves in  modest  apparel  ....  not  with  gold  or 
pearls  or  costly  array."  To  say  that  these  texts  do 
not  allude  to  our  apparel,  and  are  not  designed  to 
govern  us,  is  unbelief,— pure  skepticism.  This 
symbol  of  the  spirit  of  meekness  is  wanting  in  Bap- 
tist churches. 

3.  We  quote  the  doctor's  language  further: 
"  Some  minor  matters  of  Apostolic  example  that 
bear  no  necessary  relation  to  what  is  fundamental  in 
Christianity,  Baptists  may  and  do  put  aside;  .... 
but  Baptists  are  and  oi:ght  to  be  exceedingly  careful 
and  conservative  with  regard  to  any  such  changes. 
They  recognize  the  fact  that  it  is  better  to  err 
on  the  side  of  conservatism  than  on  the  side  of 
liberalism.  Let  us  illustrate:  Baptists  have,  for 
the  most  part,  abandoned  the  love  feast  which 
was    commonly   observed    in   Apostolic    times,    in 

connection    with   the    Lord's    Supper Love 

feasts  were  not  appointed  by  Christ,  they  were  not 
enjoined  by  Apostolic  precept." 

To  the  foregoing  we  remark: 

1.  The  doctor  plainly  admits  that  Baptist  church- 
es do  set  aside  some  matters  of  Apostolic  ex- 
ample, but  he  calls  them  "  minor  matters."  I 
claim  that  "  he  that  is  unjust  in  the  least,  is  unjust 
also  in  much."  Rev.  22:  19  declares  the  result 
very  serious  to  the  one  "  that  shall  take  away 
(set  aside)  from  the  words  of  the  book  of  this 
prophecy."  In  Christ's  last  commission  he  told 
his  disciples,  "  Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things, 
whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you."  There  seem 
to  have  been  early  fears  that  there  would  be  those 
who  would  seek  to  set  aside  Divine  teachings, 
hence  the  matter  seems  to  be  carefully  guarded, — 
restricted. 

2.  The  doctor  calls  the  bread  and  wine  the 
Lord's  Supper.  These  are  nowhere,  in  Holy  Writ, 
called  the  Lord's  Supper.  They  are,  in  no  sense, 
a  Supper,  but  they  are  called  "the  Communion." 
The  doctor  further  states  that  "  the  love  feasts  of 
Apostolic  times,  were  not  appointed  by  Christ; 
they  were  not  enjoined  by  Apostolic  precept." 
Did  not  Christ  institute  a  sacred  meal  with  his 
twelve  at  the  same  time  he  instituted  the  bread 
and  wine, — the  Communion. — of  which  he  would 
eat  again  when  it  was  "  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of 
God?"  Hence  this  meal,  or  feast,  was  to  be  con- 
tinued. See  Luke  22:  16.  Again:  "I  appoint  unto 
you  a  kingdom  as  my  Father  hath  appointed  unto 
me;  that  ye  may  eat  and  drink  at  my  table  in  my 
kingdom." 

Here  Christ  appoints  us  to  eat  at  his  table, — the 
Lord's  Table, — and  in  his  kingdom, — in  his  church. 
Here  is  this  sacred  meal,  this  love  feast  by 
Christ's  own  example  and  his  own  appointment. 
The  apostles,  again  and  again,  allude  to  "the 
Lord's  Table,"  "  the  feast,"  "  the  feasts  of  charity, 
etc.,  which  is  proof  of  Apostolic  observance.  1° 
I  Cor.  5:  7  Paul  tells  us  how  to  keep  this  feast, 
"Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feast,  not  with  old 
leaven,  neither  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and 
wickedness;  but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sin- 
cerity and  truth."  Here  is  Apostolic  precept  for 
this  love  feast,  which  Dr.  Newman  and  his  church 
take  the  liberty  to  dismiss,"— set  aside!  I  close 
with  the  warning  declaration,  "Whosoever  trans- 
gresseth,  and  abideth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
hath  not  God.  He  that  abideth  in  the  doctrine  of 
Christ,  he  hath  both  the  Father  and  the  Son." 

Covington,  Ohio. 


God  will  not  always  chide,  but  he  will  always 
love;  his  anger  endureth  but  for  a  moment,  his 
mercy  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting. 
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HAD  TO  PART  AT  LAST. 


BY  J.  S.  FLORY. 


Only  a  few  days  ago  a  man  in  Riverside  County, 
Cal.,  that  was  considered  an  object  of  charity 
was  found  in  his  hut  dead.  In  his  hands  he  clutched 
a  bag  of  gold  coin.  It  was  the  delight  of  his 
miserly  soul  and  no  doubt  gave  many  an  hour 
of  sordid  pleasure  to  him  in  his  lonely  life. 

But  the  day  came  when  he  and  the  idol  of  his 
heart  had  to  part  company.  Death,  with  stern  de- 
termination, came  to  the  humble  cot  and  bade  the 
occupant,  "  Come!" 

"What!"  Methinks  I  hear  the  echo  of  that 
wasted  life  say,  "  Must  I  go  hence?  Gold!  Gold! 
Gold!" 

"  Nay,"  says  Death,  "  no  sum  on  earth  can  bribe 
me.    Are  you  ready?    The  sands  of  life  are  nearly 
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nygold?"  whispered  the  strick- 
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"  Must  I   leave 
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"Yes,  right  hei 
the  parting  hand." 

So  ended  a  long  life, —  a  life  spent  under  the  sor- 
did whip  of  avarice.  A  greed  for  gold  was 
the  height  of  his  ambition.  "  What  might  have 
been,"  had  he  loosed  the  gold  from  its  moorings 
and  laid  it  up  in  heaven,  or,  at  least,  its  equiv- 
alent with  compound  interest  from  eternity  to 
eternity, —  such  interest  as  God  gives  for  every  act 
of  love  done  in  His  name." 

Yes,  it  is  true, — as  true  as  God  who  cannot 
lie— death  separates  man  and  his  gold,  then  whose 
shall  it  be?  His  heirs  shall  gather  it  up,  yes  per- 
chance scatter  it,— squabble  over  it  or  spend  it  to 
gratify  their  worldly  lust.  And  the  soul  of  him 
that  parted  at  death  with  his  treasure,  how  about 
it?  "  If  children,  then  heirs  of  God  and  joint 
heirs  with  Christ,"  but  if  not  children,  then  what? 
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has  for  some   time   be 

In  the  Mujelibeh  mound,  one  of  the  p 

of  ruins  in  the   enceinte  of   Babylon 

covered  a  long  inscription  of  Nabonidus,  the  last 

of  the  Babylonian  Kings   (B.    C.    555-538),   which 

contains  a  mass  of  historical  and  other  data  which 

will  be  of  the  greatest  value  to  students  of  this  im- 
portant period  of  Babylonian  history. 

The  monument  in  question  is  a  small  stela  of 
diorite,  the  upper  part  of  which  is  broken,  inscribed 
with  eleven  columns  of  writing,  and  which  appears 
to  have  been  erected  early  in  the  King's  reign.  It 
resembles,  in  some  measure,  the  celebrated  India 
House  inscription  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  but  is  much 
more  full  of  historical  matter.  Its  value  may  be 
estimated  when  it  is  stated  that  it  contains  a  rec- 
ord of  the  war  of  revenge  conducted  by  the  Baby- 
lonians and  their  Mandian  allies  against  Assyria, 
for  the  destruction  of  the  city  by  Sennacherib,  in 
B.  C.  698;  an  account  of  the  election  and  corona- 
tion of  Nabonidus  in  B.  C.  555,  and  the  wonderful 
dream  in  which  Nebuchadnezzar  appeared  to  him; 
as  well  as  an  account  of  the  restoration  of  the 
temple  of  the  moon  god  at  Kharrai 
by  a  chronological  record  which  en 
the  date  of  the  so-called  Scythian  ii 
is  also  a  valuable  reference  to  the  1 
nacherib  by  his  son  in  Tebet,  B.  C 
tion. 


what 


ihould  set  1 
ind   gird   I 


becomes  their  servant  and  girds  himself  to  serve 
them.  O  brethren!  what  more  supreme  bliss  can 
we  conceive  than  to  receive  the  approbation  of 
him  whom  we  have  so  long  tried  to  serve?  And 
inmistakable  expression  of  apprecia- 
e  give  of  our  service  than  that  he 
down  to  his  feast  of  celestial  dainties, 
lself  and  show  his  willingness  to 
hall  we  not   indeed   watch    unto   his 

3.  The  result  of  neglect.  The  goodman  suffered 
his  house  to  be  broken  through  by  the  thief  be- 
cause he  was  not  constantly  watchful.  He  did 
not  know  when  the  thief  would  come,  hence  he 
was  not  watching  at  the  right  time;  but  for  that 
very  reason  he  should  have  been  watching  till 
the  time.  So  if  we  arc  much  of  the  time  negli- 
gent and  sleeping,  the  Lord  will  come  at  an  hour 
when  we  think  not,  and  our  house  will  be  broken 
through.  We  may  have  felt  that  we  were  out  of 
danger,  but  then  we  will  awake  to  a  feeling  of  aw- 
ful insecurity.  We  may  have  felt  that  we  were 
rich,  but  then  our  poverty  will  be  the  most  disas- 
trous and  pitiful.  So,  often  in  this  life,  if  we  dote 
too  much  on  our  wealth,  if  wc  are  loo  watchful  for 
dollars  and   not   enough    for  duty,  adversity    may 


Then  what?  Then  wh 
down  the  ages,  echo  and 
corridors  of  eternal  darkr 
^Lost  amid  the  tumult  of 
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will  go  thundering 
echo  throughout  the 
,  until  the  sound  be 
veeping  and  wailing 
If  children"  the  fa- 
ther's call  will  be  heeded,  his  children's  earthly 
treasures  will  be  as  truly  sanctified  to  his  honor 
and  glory  as  their  souls. 

Stewards  who  are  kind  and  true  will  be  sure 
they  use  none  of  their  Lord's  goods,  — only  their 
living.  That  is  to  say,  they  will  not  waste  it  or 
consume  it  on  their  lusts.  Neither  will  they  dis- 
pose of  what  is  entrusted  to  their  care  in  such  a 
way  as  to  militate  against  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Rightly  to  use  the  Lord's  goods,  requires  wisdom 
and  grace.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  is  not 
an  open  question  of  doubt  or  uncertainty,  and  that 
is,  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the 
least  of  these  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
Los  Angeles,   Cal. 
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DISCOVERIES  IN  BABYLON. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  work  of  archaeo- 
logical exploration  in  Babylonia  has  been  almost 
entirely  confined  to  the  labors  of  the  American  Ex- 
pedition, who  have  been  engaged  for  several  years 
in  the  systematic  exploration  of  the  great  mound 
of  Niffer,  in  Central  Babylonia,  the  site  of  the  an- 
cient City  of  Nipur,  and  to  the  partially  resumed 
work  of  M.  de  Sarzec  at  Tello,  the  ancient  Lagash. 
The  discoveries  made  by  these  explorers  have 
been  of  great  importance,  but  they  chiefly  related 
to  the  earliest  days  of  the  Chaldean  Empire,  as 
far  back  as  four  thousand  years  before  the  Chris- 
tian era. 

Important  as  these  discoveries  are,  as  furnish- 
ing the  material  by  which  to  study  the  dawn  of  civ- 
ilization in  Chaldea,  there  has  always  been  a  de- 
sire that  some  inscribed  records  might  be  obtained, 
possibly  historical  inscriptions,  of  the  period  of 
the  new  Babylonian  Empire  (B.  C.  606- 53S),  es- 
pecially of  the  reigns  of  Nebuchadnezzar  II.  and 
Nabonidus.  With  the  exception  of  the  Babylonian 
chronicle  of  the  reign  of  the  latter  monarch  and  a 
few  historical  notices  in  his  cylinder  inscriptions, 


^THE  +  SUNDAY  *  SCHOOLS 

FAITHFUL  AND  UNFAITHFUL  SERVANTS. 
—Luke  12:  37-48. 

{Lesson  for  March  23,  l8y6.) 

Time.— Perhaps  early  in  the  year  A.  D.   30, 
after  the  time  of  the  last  lesson. 

Place.— Probably  in  Perea,  east  of  the  Jordan. 

Persons. — The  Lord  and  Peter. 

Introductory. — The  relation  of  this  lesson  to 
the  last  can  not  be  with  certainty  determined,  but 
it  is  thought  that  the  discourse  of  which  this  lesson 
forms  a  part  was  delivered  soon  after  the  teaching 
about  prayer,  of  which  we  studied  last  Sunday,  and 
during  the  same  sojourn  in  Perea. 

1.  watchfulness  commended. 

1.  For  what  we  should  watch.  The  blessing  is 
here  pronounced  upon  "  those  servants  whom  the 
Lord  when  he  comcth  shall  find  watching."  The 
one  great  event  against  which,  and  with  reference 
to  which  we  should  watch,  is  the  coming  of  our 
Lord,  whether  to  us  as  individuals  in  death,  or  to 
the  world  at  the  end  of  the  age.  To  be  prepared 
to  meet  the  Lord  in  peace,  should  be  the  first  pur- 
pose and  chief  effort  of  every  life.  But  how  shall 
we  watch?  Not  by  standing  in  idle  and  curious 
expectancy,  but  we  should  watch  to  escape  the  in- 
trigues of  Satan  and  keep  ourselves  pure,  watch 
for  opportunities  to  advance  the  Lord's  kingdom 
and  do  good  to  our  fellow  men. 

2.  The  reward  of  watchfulness 
himself,  and  make  them  to  sit  ( 
will  come  forth  and  serve  them 
the  most  sublime  representatio 
licity  revealed  in  the   Bible.    1 


Lord's 

"  He  shall  gird 
wn  to  meat,  and 

Here  is  one  of 
;  of  heavenly  fe- 
*  joys  of  heaven 


are  unspeakable  and  beyond  conception.  All  that 
the  sacred  writers  could  do  in  revealing  them  to 
flesh-encumbered  mortals,  was  to  liken  them  to 
our  experiences  of  most  supreme  earthly  joy,  and 
then  tell  us  that  heavenly  bliss  is  so  much  beyond 
our  highest  earthly  bliss  that  it  hath  not  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  what  God  hath 
prepared  for  those  that  love  him.  Thus  the  joys 
to  come  are  frequently  represented  as  a  scene  of 
festivity.  In  Rev.  19  the  re-ward  of  the  righteous 
is  represented  under  the  figure  of  a  marriage  sup- 
per in  which  Christ  is  the  groom  and  his  church 
the  bride— a  relation  of  the  most  perfect  intimacy 
and  ecstasy.  But  here  we  have  the  finally  faithful 
in  a  position  of  still  greater  exaltation.  The 
blessed   Lord  whom  they  have   faithfully    served 
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daily  be 
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break  into  c 

if  we  do  not  watch    our  hearts 

through  the  fortifications  of  our 

and  leave   us   morally   ruined. 

ready." 

II.  THE  FAITHFUL  SERVANT, 

I.  His  activity.  "Blessed  is  that  servant,  whom 
his  lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find  so  doing."  No 
servant  can  be  accounted  faithful  who  is  found 
idle  or  negligent  when  he  ought  to  be  diligent  and 
watchful.  But  to  be  doing  is  not  necessarily  to  be 
faithful.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  doing  in  the 
world  that  is  the  worst  of  rebellion.  But  it  is  in  so 
doing  that  we  should  be  found,— doing  as 
directs.  How  are  we  doing?  Let  us 
more  diligent  in  the  study  of  what  God  v 
us  to  do,  that  we  may  be  found  so  doing! 

2.  His  reward.  "He  will  make  him  ruler  over 
all  that  he  hath."  Of  the  heavenly  life  and  the  re- 
ward of  the  righteous  there  are  many  phases  pre- 
sented in  Scripture.  At  one  time  it  is  joy,  at  an- 
other peace,  at  another  dwelling  with  God,  at  an- 
other complete  union  with  Christ,  at  another  com- 
munion with  the  great  and  worthy,  at  another 
rest,  at  another  the  smiles  and  approval  of  our 
Lord,  at  another  a  mansion  home,  at  another  a 
place  in  a  golden  city  of  magnificent  grandeur,  at 
another  a  place  at  the  table  at  which  Christ  serves, 
at  another  reunion  with  friends,  at  another  the 
privilege  of  being  one  of  an  innumerable  multi- 
tude of  the  glorified,  at  another  a  scene  of  worship 
and  praise;  but  here  is  one  of  the  most  precious 
of  all,— a  position  of  honored  and  perfect  service. 
Brethren,  if  we  love  Christ  as  we  ought,  there  is 
nothing  that  we  will  exult  in  more  than  the  pros- 
pect of  being  placed  in  a  position  where  we  can 
render  a  perfect  and  perpetual  service  to  him  who 
has  so  served  us. 

III.  THE  UNFAITHFUL  SERVANT. 

1.  His  surprise.  The  coming  of  the  Lord  to 
such  a  servant  will  be  unexpected  because  he  has 
been  living  with  reference  to  other  things  and 
bending  his  efforts  in  other  directions.  The  fault 
to  be  found  with  most  men  is  not  that  they  are 
faithful  to  nothing,  but  that  they  are  unfaithful  to 
the  Lord;  and  it  is  this  that  will  finally  consum- 
mate their  ruin. 

2.  His  punishment.  All  will  not  be  punished  with 
like  severity,  nor  is  it  just  that  they  should.  The 
unfaithful  servant  will  feel  a  deepness  of  regret,  a 
sharpness  of  compunction  proportionate  to  the 
knowledge  and  opportunities  he  has  misused. 
And  what  is  the  significance  of  this  lesson  to  our 
young  friends  who  have  been  brought  up  in  Chris- 
tian homes,  taught  and  trained  by  pious  parents 
and  teachers  and  blessed  with  Christian  associates? 
Are  any  such  yet  away  from  Christ?  Many  stripe- 
shall  be  inflicted  upon  hi 
eth  not. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 

Our    Missionary    Reading     Circle     now     ha 
membership  of  521.     The  latest  accessions  reported 
are:  No.  520,  Mary  E.  Frantz,  Holmesville,  Neb 
No.  521,  P.  B.  Kitzwater,  Bridgewater,  Va. 

We  hope  our  Local  Secretaries  will  get  to  work 
in  earnest  now  again,  and  that  many  new  members 
will  soon  be  reported. 

CONSTITUTION. 

PREAMBLE. 

Very  many  of  our  dear  people,  both  young 
and  old,  are  quite  desirous  of  having  a  more  satis- 
factory knowledge  concerning  the  great  work  of 
missions.  The  people,  the  fields,  the  methods, 
the  needs,  the  workers,  the  opportunities,  the 
costs,  the  results;  these,  and  many  more  particu- 
lars of  missions,  are  of  vast  interest  to  every 
Christian.  In  all  the  churches  will  come  increased 
liberality,  deeper  devotion,  greater  consecration 
and  a  quicker  pulse-beat  of  zeal  for  souls,  as  soon 
as  the  members  are  better  informed  on  missionary 
operations. 

There  is  untold  pleasure  experienced  by"  the 
converted  soul,  in  reading  truth  which  is  strang- 
er than  fiction,  and  in  realizing  how  God  again 
and  again  verifies  his  presence  in  the  lives  of  his 
most  humble   followers. 

Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle  aims  to  supply 
this  want,  and  to  present  such  books  as  contain 
"truth  stranger  than  fiction.  " 

Article  i. — Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  called  Our  Missionary 
Reading  Circle. 

Article  2— Membership. 

Sec.  I.— The  members  of  this  Circle  shall  be 
Active  and  Honorary. 

Sec.  2. — Any  one  may  become  an  active  member 
of  the  Circle  by  paying  twenty  cents  to  the  Secreta- 
ry, and  signing  this  promise  card:  "It  is  my 
purpose  to  pursue  the  Missionary  Circle  course 
of  reading.  I  will  make  an  honest  effort  to 
get  at  least  one  other  person  to  take  up  this  work." 

Sec.  3.— Any  one  may  become  an  honorary  mem- 
ber of  the  Circle  by  paying  one  dollar  to  the 
Secretary,  and  signing  this  promise  card:  "  It 
is  my  purpose  to  read  two  books  of  the  Mission- 
ary Circle  course  of  reading.  I  will  make  an  honest 
effort  to  get  at  least  one  other  person  to  take  up 
this  work." 

Article  3. — Officers. 

The  officers  of  the  Circle  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary,  Local  Secretaries  and 
Treasurer. 

Article  4.— Duties  of  Officers. 

Sec.  i.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
take  a  general  oversight  of  the  work  of  the  Circle, 
to  call  all  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  to  preside  at  such  meetings,  to  recommend 
suitable  persons  to  be  Local  Secretaries,  to  furnish 
notes  for  the  department  of  the  paper  the  Circle 
chooses  as  its  organ,  to  see  that  all  offices  are  prop- 
erly filled,  to  recommend  any  change  of  oper- 
ation deemed  necessary,  to  manifest  always  an 
open  interest  in  missions  and  missionary  reading, 
and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  office 
may  require. 

Sec  2.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  President 
and  in  his  absence  act  in  his  stead;  and  to 
manifest  always  an  open  interest  in  missions  and 
missionary  reading,  and  to  perform  such  other 
duties  as  the  office  may  require. 

Sec.  3.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
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ship  cards),  to  number  each 
Circle,  and  report  the  sam 
partment  of  the  paper  it  chooses  as  its  organ,  to 
conduct  all  correspondence,  to  deliver  all  mon- 
ey she  receives  to  the  Treasurer,  to  appoint  as 
Local  Secretary  such  persons  as  have  been 
properly  recommended,  to  manifest  always  an  op- 
en interest  in  missions  and  missionary  reading, 
and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  the  office 
may  require. 

Sec.  4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Secretaries  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Secre- 
tary as  much  as  possible,  to  do  soliciting  for  new 
members,  to  keep  on  hand  Circle  literature,  to 
encourage  readers  to  keep  right  on  to  the  end, 
to  loan  her  (or  his)  own  books  if  opportunity 
affords,  to  suggest  to  those,  who  lack  means  to 
purchase  books,  methods  by  which  they  can 
save  part  of  the  cost  (two  or  more  may  pur- 
chase books  together  and  read  each  other's 
books — if  the  one  offers,  the  Secretary  should  find 
another  to  go  in  with  him.  The  Secretary  should 
know  who  is  willing  to  lend  his  Circle  books 
to  other  readers,  etc.),  to  be  ready  to  answer  any 
questions  concerning  the  work  of  the  Circle, 
and  the  books  to  be  read,  to  correspond  occa- 
sionally with  the  General  Secretary,  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Circle,  to  forward  at  once  to 
the  General  Secretary  all  promise  cards  (new  mem- 
bership pledges)  with  the  entrance  fee,  to  manifest 
always  an  open  interest  in  missions  and  mis- 
sionary reading,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties 
as  the  office  may  require. 

Sec.  5. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to 
keep  all  money  of  the  Circle  and  accounts 
thereof,  to  pay  all  expenses,  to  manifest  always 
an  open  interest  in  missions  and  missionary 
reading,  and  to  perform  such  other  duties  as  the 
office  may  require. 

Article  5.— Executive  Committee. 
Sec.  1. —  The     President,    Secretary,    Treasurer 
and  any  two  active  members   shall  constitute   the 
Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  2. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
Committee  to  select  the  books  of  the  course  of 
reading,  to  make  any  change  necessary  in  the 
ourse,  to  arrange  plan  and  method  for  the  Cir- 
le  work,  to  direct  all  expenditures,  to  elect 
11  officers  except  Local  Secretaries  (if  they 
.refer  they  may  make  two  nominations  for  each 
.flke  and  submit  them  to  the  Circle  for  elec- 
d  in  general   to   officially   represent   the 
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Article  6.— Miscellany? 
-Persons  may  join  the  Circle  at  any  time. 


nay  be  read  faster  or  slower, 
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Sec.  2. — The  book: 
according  to 

Sec.  3.— Members  are  required  to  report  to  the 
Secretary,  on  the  first  of  March,  of  each  year, 
their  progress  in  reading. 

Sec  4. — There  will  be  no  examinations. 

Sec.  5.— A  properly-signed  certificate  will  be  is- 
sued to  all  who  complete  the  course. 

Sec  6.— The  books  may  be  purchased  anywhere, 
but  it  is  recommended  to  procure  them  from  the 
Brethren's  Publishing  Company,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

Sec-  7.— The  Gospel  Messenger  is  the  organ  of 
the  Circle. 

Sec  8.— The  penalty  for  members  who  do  not 
read  all  the  books  of  the  course  is  a  broken  prom- 
ise, and  a  guilty  conscience. 

Sec  9.— Ten  cents  will  be  charged  for  postage, 
packing  and  printing  of  certificate. 

Sec  10.— The  work  of  all  officers  shall  be  gratui- 
tous-  James  M.  Neff. 

Covington,  Ohio. 

NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

—Some  one  has  said,  "  Tears  are  the  softening 
showers  that  cause  the  seed  of  heaven  to  spring 
up  in  the  human  heart."  These  may  be  the  tears 
of  regret  which  cause  us  to  renew  our  vows  of  con- 
secration, and  to  live  more  fully  the  Christ  life. 
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such  we  find  the  tears  start  unbidden, 
fleet  over  the  departure  of  our  dear  ones.  How 
very  short  life  seems,  though  the  years  of  our  pi), 
grimage  be  three  score  and  ten!  "To  live  js 
Christ  and  to  die  is  gain  "  means  a  life  of  honest 
service  for  the  Master,  and  a  final,  peaceful  sleep 
— not  death.  As  faithful  servants  we  may  be  of 
those  who  "  sorrow  not  even  as  others  which  have 
no  hope."  Let  us  so  live  that  the  comfort,  con- 
tained in  these  words  may  be  ours!  "  I  must  work 
while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  wherein  no 
man  can  work."  "  To  live  in  Christ"  means  work. 
— We  are  now  occupying  more  comfortable  liv- 
ing rooms,  as  well  as  more  comfortable  quarters 
for  our  Branch  Mission  meetings.  During  my  ab- 
sence home,  recently,  while  attending  my  father's 
funeral,  sister  Boone  opened  the  Reading  Room 
This  feature  of  our  work  we  have  longed  for,  and 
now,  as  we  see  from  thirty  to  forty  boys  and  girls 
ranging  from  six  to  fifteen  years,  seated  quietly 
around  tables  with  good  books  in  hand,  we  thank 
God  for  the  privilege  of  spending  an  evening  hour 
in  this  way.  Here  we  direct  the  mind  to  noble 
ideas  and  a  higher  life.  How  much  better  for  the 
youth,  than  being  out  on  the  streets,  exposed  to  the 
common  evils  that  prevail  in  city  life!  Here  they 
learn  to  appreciate  what  is  pure  and  good.  They 
also  imbibe  unconsciously  noble  sentiments  through 
the  songs  sung.  How  they  love  music!  We  try 
to  maintain  quiet  and  order,  throughout  the  hour. 
These,  however,  do  not  always  prevail  on  the  out- 
side, but,  with  the  occasional  presence  of  the  po- 
liceman, those  who  desire,  may  have  the  full  bene- 
/ileges  in  doors.  In  the  provision  of 
Room,  there  is  an  opening  for  a  grand 
/ery  good  book  added  to  our  library 
possibilities.  We  feel  grateful  to  all 
eady  contributed  to  this  Fund. 
— An  "interested  sister"  sends  us  clothing  for 
the  needy,  saying,  "  Let  us  hear  from  you  through 
the  Messenger. "  A  number  who  have  sent  us  do- 
nations, recently  have  made  the  same  request.  We 
should  like  to  mention  all  the  kind  donors  by 
name,  would  space  permit.  We  truly  thank  the 
Lord  for  the  "interested"  sisters.  Without  their 
co-operation  we  could  do  little.  Although  dona- 
tions in  the  past  have  been  received  and  disbursed 
among  the  poor,  we  mean  to  keep  a  more  com- 
plete record  of  all  contributions  of  a  general  char- 
acter from  Jan.  1,  1896,  so  that,  if  desirable,  a  full 
report  of  our  work  may  be  given  regularly.  In 
this  way  our  friends  may  know  better  what  is  used 
here  to  carry  on  the  work.  Sister  Boone  has  fre- 
quently said  in  the  past,  that,  should  any  persons 
not  hearing  from  us,  be  in  doubt  as  to  whether 
ntributions  have  been  received  or  not,  they 
fer  a  favor  by  writing  us  to  make  inquiry, 
make  this  request  relating  to  the  current 
ns  of  clothing  and  money.  Some  of  our 
ost  interesting  children  are  enabled  to  attend  our 
rnday  schools  by  means  of  the  clothing  made  and 
sent  us  by  kind  hearts  and  willing  hands.  Dorcas 
consecrated  her  needle  to  the  Lord,  and  the  gar- 
ments have  been  multiplying  ever  since  and  cloth- 
ing the  poor  and  needy.  "What  is  in  thine  hand?" 
"In  this  world  it  is  not  what  we  take  up,  but  what 
we  give  up  that  makes  us  rich." 

—Henry  Ward  Beecher  once  said,  "There  are 
many  troubles  which  you  cannot  cure  by  the  Bible 
and  hymn  book,  but  which  you  can  cure  by  a  good 
perspiration  and  a  breath  of  fresh  air."  The  truth 
of  these  words,  as  the  author  doubtless  meant,  is 
frequently  verified  by  our  experiences  as  we  go 
around  among  the  poor,  finding  the  houses  filled 
with  a  stifling  atmosphere.  Upon  entering  the 
door  we  are  often  made  to  take  a  step  backwards 
for  a  "  breath  of  fresh  air."  It  is  not  unlike  the 
Christ  life  to  propose  the  cleansing,  clothing  and 
feeding  physically,  thus  paving  the  way  for  spirit- 
ual feeding.     Even   this  requires  discretion,   how- 

"  Men  must  be  taught  as  if  you  taught  them  not, 
And  things  unknown,  proposed  as  things  forgot." 
7/  Waller  St.,  Chicago. 


then 


donatit 
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E   Eby.  Chairman, Booth  Kansas. 

p.  L.  Millek.  Vice-Chafrman  and  Treasurer. .  .  Mount  Morris,  111. 

S.  F.  Sanger , Bridgewatcr,  Va. 

S.  R.  ZtiG ■. Mastersonville,  Pa. 

[SAAC  FRANTZ Pleasant  Hill.  Ohio. 


Harris.  I"-    <GA 


There  is  still  plenty  of  missionary  work  to  be 
done.  On  the  Island  of  Java,  lying  to  the  south  of 
China,  there  is  said  to  be  a  population  of  20,000 
souls,  with  only  20,000  natives  who  believe  in  the 
Bible,  and  thirty  missionaries. 

More  is  paid  to  the  merchants  of  Africa  for 
ostrich  feathers  than  is  given  to  carry  on  mission- 
ary work  in  the  whole  world.  And  not  a  few  of 
these  feathers  are  worn  by  women  who  profess 
Christianity,  and  ought  to  be  able  to  make  a  better 
use  of  their  money. 


The  power  of  a  preacher  is  paralyzed  when  he 
ceases  to  be  natural,  and  becomes  only  a  "copy- 
book pattern"  of  other  and  more  noted  men.  His 
influence  will  "grow  smaller  by  degrees"  as  he 
gets  older,  until,  at  last,  his  sayings  will  fall  dead  at 
the  feet  of  his  hearers.  This  copying  business  ac- 
counts for  the  fruitlessness  of  the  ministry  of  not 
a  few.  They  have  never  read  to  profit  the  story  of 
David  in  Saul's  armor. 


f  It  is  said  that  the  American  people  give  annu- 
ally, 85,500,000  for  missions,  home  and  foreign;  for 
finger  rings,  $70000,000;  for  jewelry,  8300,000,000; 
for  amusements,  8200,000,000;  for  tobacoo,  8600,- 
000.000;  and  for  liquor,  81,000,000,000.  We  won- 
der how  many  readers  of  the  Messenger  contrib- 
uted to  these  various  funds!  Fortunate  is  the  one 
who  can  say  that  he  contributed  solely  to  the  first 
item  on  the  list.  Such  a  person  will  be  ready  at 
any  time  to  render  to  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  an 
scitpount  for  the  use  he  has  made  of  the  means  in- 
trusted to  him. 


f  A  FEW  years  since,  Mr.  Spurgeon  said:  "There 
is  not  a  thimbleful  of  martyr  blood  in  all  Christen- 
dom." At  the  moment  there  was  living  among  the 
"unspeakable  Turks"  a  multitude  of  Christians, 
natives,  and  foreign  missionaries,  who  have  since 
given  up  their  lives  rather  than  their  religion.  In 
the  recent  massacre  at  Harpoot  the  first  victim 
of  sixty  men  and  women,  "who  were  deliberately 
shot  or  stabbed,"  "was  the  Protestant  pastor  who 
met  his  death  like  a  martyr,  urging  his  fellow- 
Christians  to  die  as  became  their  calling."  Ste- 
phen himself  was  not  more  faithful  to  his  Lord. 

What  of  the  unlimited  darkness  of  the  vast  in- 
terior of  Africa?  What  of  the  untouched  millions 
on  the  whole  course  of  the  Nile,  where  from  Ugan- 
da to  close  on  the  Mediterranean  it  runs  through 
pagan  country  without  one  ray  of  Gospel  light? 
With  an  area  of  12,000,000  square  miles,— equalling 
all  Europe  and  North  America  combined,— her 
population  is  estimated  at  200,000,000,  one-seventh 
of  the  whole  human  race.  One-sixth  of  the  pagan 
population  of  the  world  is  found  in  Africa;  five 
hundred  of  her  languages  and  dialects  have  never 
yet  been  reduced  to  writing.  From  Senegambia 
4,500  miles  across  to  Abyssinia,  90,000,000  people 
and  one  hundred  languages,  into  which  the  Word 
of  God  has  not  been  translated.  It  lies  unentered, 
almost  untouched  The  Koran  is  carried  thither 
by  the  Arab,  the  Gospel  by  Christians.  No! 
Traders  have  reached  the  heart  of  this  country. 
Gin  and  gunpowder  are  finding  their  way  in  thither. 
But  the  messengers  of  Jesus— the  Water  of  Life,— 
not  yet!— African  News. 

WHERE  OUR  PREACHERS  ARE. 

BY  J.  E.  BLOUGH. 

(  According  to  the  Brethren's  Almanac  of  1896 
our  church  has  2,147  preachers,  distributed  as  fol- 
lows; Pennsylvania,   339;  Indiana,  317;  Ohio,  221; 


irginia,  197;  Kansas,  195;  Illinois,  143;  Iowa,  137; 
West  Virginia,  104;  Missouri,  ,01;  Maryland,  72; 
Tennessee,  56;  Nebraska,  55;  Michigan,  26;  North 
Carolina,  24;  California,  22;  Oregon,  16;  Arkan- 
sas, 14;  Oklahoma,  14;  Colorado,  13;  Wisconsin,  8; 
Minnesota,  8;  Louisiana,  7;  Sweden,  7;  Texas,  6; 
Idaho,  5;  South  Dakota,  5;  New  Jersey,  5;  Den- 
mark, 5;  North  Dakota,  4;  Florida,  3;  Alabama,  3; 
Washington,  3;  Arizona,  3;  Washington,  D.  C,  1; 
South  Carolina,  1;  Connecticut  1;  Nevada,  1; 
Georgia,  I;  India,  1;  Asia  Minor,  I. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  we  have  ministers  in 
thirty-six  States  in  the  Union,  in  two  countries  of 
Europe,  and  in  two  in  Asia.  In  all  New  England 
we  have  one,— and  he  a  student,— and  in  the  "  Em- 
pire State "  not  one.  In  all  the  Southern  States 
there  are  only  seventy-three,  and  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  there  are  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
six, — less  than  twice  as  many  as  in  Pennsylvania. 

Half  of  our  preachers  live  in  Pennsylvania,  In- 
diana, Ohio  and  Virginia.  How  many  of  these 
could  be  spared  to  go  to  Canada,  New  York,  New 
England  and  the  South,  and  let  still  the  same 
amount  of  work  be  done  at  home?  Oh,  my  dear 
fellow-preachers,  let  us  awaken  to  a  full  sense  of 
our  duty  in  carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  new  fields. 
There  are,  on  an  average,  throughout  the  Brother- 
hood, about  forty  members  to  each  preacher. 

Manassas,  Va. 

SUPPORTING  MISSIONARIES. 
BY  J.  M.  KEENY. 

I  think  a  special  popular  subscription  could  eas- 
ily be  raised  to  send  a  missionary  to  Florida.  I 
think  the  missionary  feeling  or  spirit  among  us  is 
great  enough  to  respond  freely  to  any  appeal  for 
mission  work.  While  greatly  in  favor  of  foreign 
missions,  I  think  we  should  start  at  once  a  mission 
among  the  American  Indians.  From  Bro.  stover's 
late  letter  one  might  infer  that  there  are  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  India  Mission,  and  who  might 
complain  of  it  costing  too  much.  I  hope  there 
are  none  such  among  us,  but  to  avoid  any  minds 
from  being  exercised  over  it,  let  us  raise  a  fund 
by  popular  subscription,  to  pay  this  expense  en- 
tire, and  by  so  doing,  relieve  the  India  Mission 
Fund,  and  any  minds  that  may  be  trouhled  about  it. 

If  any  missionary  is  willing  to  sacrifice  home  as- 
sociations and  comforts,  and  go  into  foreign  lands 
to  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Je- 
sus Christ,  we  should  willingly  supply  all  means 
necessaiy  for  them  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life, 
while  there.  This  is  imperative  upon  us.  Their 
sacrifice  is  greater  than  all  our  means. 

Let  there  be  only  one  rallying  cry  among  us: 
"  None  for  self,  but  all  for  the  cause  of  Christ." 
Don't  understand  me  to  mean  that  we  want  our 
missionaries  to  be  spendthrifts,  but  we  do  want 
them  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  life  while  in  their 
isolated  homes.  Sorry  indeed,  would  I  be  if  I 
thought  1  were  one  who  was  10  blame  for  our  mis- 
sionaries even  thinking  of  living  a  life  of  penury 
in  ord.  r  to  satisfy  my  perverted  idea.  May  our 
missions  increase  until  we  are  represented  in  every 
nation  and  clime! 

Port  Alleghany,  Pa. 

REMARKS. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  a  movement  is  on 
foot  to  locate  a  missionary  in  Florida.  The  Gen- 
eral Mission  Board  is  giving  the  matter  special  at- 
tention, and  we  hope  for  good  results.  The  Board 
may  be  addressed  at  this  place,  and  is  always  ready 
to  receive  liberal  donations  for  the  support  of  any 
or  all  of  the  missions  it  has  in  charge. — Ed. 


THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  MONSOON. 

BY  W.  B.   STOVER  IN  THE    MISSIONARY  VISITOR. 

The  breaking  of  the  monsoon,  we  had  expected, 
would  be  attended  with  great  fury,  thunder  and 
lightning,  but  one  day  in  the  middle  of  June  a  drop 
of  rain  fell,  and  then  a  few  other  drops,  and  then 
there  was  a  quiet  shower,  and  the  monsoon  had 


come  to  our  part  of  India.  For  two  weeks  follow- 
ing a  good  deal  of  rain  fell.  The  little  rice  fields, 
surrounded  by  mud  fences,  were  covered  with  wa- 
ter. Then  for  about  two  weeks  the  rains  ceased,  as 
if  purposely  to  give  the  people  opportunity  to  do 
their  plowing  and  planting.  The  native  planter 
now  got  into  the  rice  fields,  and  in  water  half  way 
to  his  knees,  with  oxen  and  plow,  after  the  pat- 
tern of  plows  of  a  thousand  years  ago,  he  prepared 
the  soil  for  the  rice.  About  one  field  out  of  three 
was  seeded  at  once,  and  when  that  had  grown  large 
enough  it  was  transplanted  to  the  other  little  fields 
being  simply  stuck  into  the  water  and  mud  in  little 
bunches  three  or  four  inches  apart.  The  rice  gets 
no  more  attention  until  the  harvest. 

Before  the  close  of  the  monsoon,  and  as  the  close 
is  approaching,  the  rain  sometimes  falls  in  torrents. 
I  was  quite  amused  at  seeing  the  description  of  a 
heavy  rain-storm  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  in  a 
Franklin  County  paper,  where  it  said  that  all  day 
and  night  the  rain  poured  down,  and  altogether  (if  I 
remember  correctly)  about  one  and  a  half  inches  of 
rain  fell!  At  one  station  about  four  hundred  miles 
from  Bulsar,  there  fell,  this  season,  ten  inches  of 
rain  in  seven  hours! 

The  rain  usually  conies  to  us  from  the  West,  but 
the  closing  showers,  toward  the  end  of  September, 
come  from  the  Fast.  So  one  can  easily  know  when 
the  last  showers  of  the  monsoon  are  at  hand. 

Immediately  after  these  last  showers,  sometimes 
in  the  intervals  of  the  last  showers,  the  rice  harvest 
and  the  cutting  of  grass  begins.  Women  and  men 
all  turn  out  with  sickle  in  hand  to  cut  off  the  staple 
product  and  food  of  the  country.  It  is  tied  in- 
to small  sheaves,  and  after  it  is  all  cut  off,  it  is  re- 
moved from  the  field.  I  do  not  know  if  all  India 
adopts  the  same  method  of  "  hauling  in  "  or  not. 
I  only  speak  now  of  what  we  saw.  Again  men  and 
women  go  to  the  little  fields,  and  the  men  gather 
together  the  little  bundles  into  piles  about  the  size 
of  a  common  shock  of  wheat,  and  tie  a  rope  about 
the  pile  lying  before  them,  Then  a  man  and  a 
woman  take  hold  of  the  bundle,  one  on  each  side, 
and  together  they  lift  it  high  up  with  their  hands, 
then  the  woman  steps  under  it  and  carries  it  away 
on  her  head.  Meanwhile  the  man  gets  another 
bundle  ready  for  the  woman,  and  then  waits  for  her 
return. 

The  making  of  hay  always  sends  a  sweet  scent 
over  the  land  at  home.  Here  it  is  different.  They 
tell  us  the  air  passing  over  the  cut  grass  becomes 
unhealthful. 

When  the  monsoons  come  all  nature  affords 
abundant  vegetation.  It  is  wet  and  hot,  and  the 
growth  is  like  in  a  huge  hotbed.  But  when  the 
monsoons  come  to  their  close,  it  remains  hot,  and 
the  evaporation  continues  rapidly,  and  general  de- 
cay begins.  Suppose  you  have  a  full  hotbed  and 
quit  watering  it.  Old  water-soaked  wood  decays. 
The  small  grass  decays.  The  vegetable  matter  in 
general  enters  more  or  less  into  decay,  and  growth 
ceases  to  be  rapid.  Hence  it  is  that  October  is  re- 
garded as  the. most  unhealthy  month  in  India.  To- 
ward the  close  of  October  the  nights  begin  to  get 
very  much  cooler,  while  the  days  remain  quite 
heated.  By  the  end  of  November  the  days  are  less 
heated,  and  I  think  at  that  time  it  is  generally  con- 
sidered the  best  to  come  to  India  if  you  mean  to 
stay.  December  and  January  are  cooler  than  No- 
vember, but  all  through  the  winter  months  the 
leaves  cling  to  the  trees,  and  as  a  general  thing  they 
don't  let  go  till  the  new  ones  shove  them  off.  On 
Christmas  or  New  Year's  Day  one  can  go  wandering 
about,  always  carrying  an  umbrella,  however,  and 
gather  flowers  here  and  therefrom  bush  or  tree. 

But  the  close  of  the  monsoon  means  go  to  more 
work  to  the  missionary.  From  September  to  June 
no  rain  falls,  and  the  man  of  God  can  go  to  the 
towns  or  villages  far  in  the  interior  and  tell  the  Gos- 
pel story  there.  Then  he  can  camp  out  at  night. 
Then  the  roads  are  passable.  Then  is  also  the  cool- 
est season.  Then  is  his  best  time  to  work,  although 
he  works  all  the  year.  Bless  God  for  the  seasons, 
for  the  promise  is  that  they  shall  continue  while  the 
world  stands! 
Bulsar,  India. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  14,  1896. 


BrO.  Jacob  Witmore  is  engaged  in  a 
ncetings  at  Garrison,  Iowa. 


Bko.  James  R.  Gish's  condition   is 
couraging  than  was  reported  last  week. 


ght   confessions   are   reported    at   the  Tri 
ch,  Cook's  Creek  congregation,  Va. 


n.  F.  Miller,  of  Io 
short  call   last  week 


,  favored  the  Mount 
Bro.   Ben.  is  always 


Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  is  expected  to  commence 
a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Union  Bridge  congrega- 
tion, Md.,  April  IS. 


Sister  Rosie  S.  Mvers  writes  us  that  quite  re- 
cently thirty-four  persons  were  added  to  the  New 
Enterprise  church,  Pa. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Northwestern  Kansas 
and  Northern  Colorado  will  be  held  in  the  M.  E. 
church  at  Portis,  Kans.,  April  24. 


Seven  accessions  are  reported  as  the  result  of 
series  of  meetings  held  at  the  Mohler  house  in 
he  Lower  Cumberland  church,  Pa. 


The  scries  of  meetings  in  the  Oakland  church, 
Ohio,  conducted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Frantz,  closed  with 
sixteen  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 


uring  a  three  weeks'  series  of  meetings  ir 
nel's  Creek  church,  Ohio,  seven  united 
church  by  confession  and  baptism. 


The    Brethren    at   Arcadia,    Nebr.,    closed    thei 
recent  series  of  meetings  with  a  love  feast.    Ther 
tine  applicants  awaiting  baptisn 


were,  at  the  tin 


the 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  on  account  of  a  lack  of 
meapiV'evangelistic  work  must  be  discontinued  for 
a  Jrfme  in  some  of  the  State  Districts.  Such  a  state 
,-vof  affairs  ought  not- to  happen.  The  summer  sea- 
son is  the  very  best  time  for  good  work  in  some 
parts  of  the  country. 


Six    recently    applied    for    membership 
Moscow  church,   Idaho.     The  Brethren  ai 
ing  more  helpers   in   the  West.    Who   can  go  to 
their  assistance? 

Bro.  Walter  Swihart  writes  us  from  Alpha, 
Ari„  where  he  is  now  teaching  school.  He  says 
his  wife's  health  is  much  improved,  and  that  they 
expect  to  make  their  home  at  Glendale. 


Bro.  J.  K.  Miller  and  wife  left  North  Man- 
chester, Ind ,  last  week  for  Kauffman,  Pa.  Bro. 
Miller  expects  to  spend  the  coming  summer  preach- 
ing in  some  of  the  churches  in  the  East. 


We  are  receiving  a  number  of  communications, 
thanking  us  for  mailing  the  Messenger  one  day 
earlier  than  heretofore.  Most  of  our  readers  now 
receive  the  paper  not  later  than  Saturday. 


Bro.  H.  C.  Early  did  a  good  work  in  the  Knob 
Creek  church,  Tenn.  He  closed  his  meetings  with 
fifteen  baptized  and  one  applicant.  He  thinks 
East  Tennessee  an  inviting  place  for  the  Brethren. 


As  the  result  of  three  meetings  in  the  Upper 
Codorus  church,  Pa.,  by  Bro.  Orville  Long,  the 
last  of  February,  five  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side 
and  were  baptized.  So  writes  sister  Amanda  K. 
Miller.  

One  of  our  readers  in  Arkansas,  when  renewing 
his  subscription  with  the  cash,  says:  "  I  can  again 
read  the  title  clear  on  the  wrapper  of  the  good  old 
paper  to  the  end  of  the  year  1896."  The  thought 
is  a  good  one. 

The  members  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  are  persis- 
tent workers.  They  still  continue  their  meetings, 
and  when  last  heard  from  there  were  thirty-nine 
applicants  for  membership,  all  but  ten  of  whom 
had  been  baptized. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Eastern  Maryland  will 
be  held  in  the  Sams  Creek  meetinghouse,  April 
21.  Each  delegate  should  come  prepared  to  ex- 
press the  mind  of  his  church  in  regard  to  calling 
for  the  Annual  Meeting  in  1897. 


The  sisters  in  the  Chicago  mission  should  be 
addressed  at  71  Waller  Street,  their  present  place 
of  residence.  Donations  intended  for  the  Breth- 
ren's Mission  in  that  city  should  be  sent  to  sister 
Elizabeth  Howe,  71  Waller  Street. 

10 
Writing  from  Huntsdale,  Pa.,  March  2,  Bro.  H. 
K.  Miller  says:  "Yesterday  we  had  a  Pentecostal 
feast.  Ten  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 
This  makes  twenty-seven  baptized  here  since  the 
New  Year.  More  are  coming,  and  more  are  al- 
most persuaded." 


Writing  from  Clover,  N.  C,  Bro.  G.  A.  Brans- 
com  says:  "We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  very  good 
meeting.  Brethren  G.  C.  Bowman  and  C.  H. 
Diehl,  from  Tennessee,  have  been  with  us  a  week, 
preaching  day  and  night.  Eight  have  come  out  and 
have  been  baptized."     Later,— Sixteen  applicants. 


Bro.  Wm.  M.  Lyon,  having  formally  resigned  his 
charge  of  the  mission  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in 
February,  the  General  Mission  Board,  at  its  last 
meeting,  held  at  this  place,  appointed  Bro.  Albert 
Hollinger,  of  Huntsdale,  Pa.,  to  take  his  place. 
Bro.  Hollinger  took  charge  of  the  mission  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  may  now  be  addressed  at  349 
Eleventh  Street,  S.  E. 


The  Brethren  in  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  are  greatly 
encouraged  in  their  work.  Their  Sunday  school 
numbers  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty,  while  the 
membership  has  been  more  than  doubled  during 
the  last  few  weeks.  These  earnest  workers  cer- 
tainly ought  to  have  a  minister  located  amone 
them.  B 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Public  Ledger,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  contains  a  very  instructive  and  well- 
illustrated  article  concerning  the  old  Germantown 
church.  The  article  is  so  full  of  information  re- 
specting the  early  history  of  the  church  that  it 
will  prove  exceedingly  interesting  reading  in  all 
parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  hence  we  shall  give  it  — 
slightly  abridged,— in  our  next  issue.  And  while 
the  Messenger  is  not  an  illustrated  journal  it  will 
contain  three  of  the  cuts  that  appear  in  the  Ledger, 
which  will  make  the  article  all  the  more  interesting. 


On  account  of  sickness  Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  had 
to  close  his  interesting  and  promising  meetings  at 
Wakarusa,  Ind.,  March  1.  There  were  eleven  ap- 
plicants for  membership. 


For  once,  after  all  of  his  travels,  Bro.  Miller 
thinks  that  he  has  seen  the  top  of  the  world 
though  he  was  not  able  to  reach  it.  Under  date 
of  Jan.  31  he  writes  us  from  the  Himalayas,  the 
highest  range  of  mountains  on  the  globe.  From 
there  he  returned  to  Calcutta,  India,  to  continue 
his  journey  towards  China  and  Japan.  At  this 
date  he  is  probably  in  China. 


VALUE  OF  A  KIND  VOICE. 

A  brother  sends  us  the  following  clipping  from 
the  New  York  Press.  He  says  that  the  reading  of  it 
has  done  him  good,  and  it  may  prove  helpful  to 
others.  We  certainly  commend  it.  It  would  do 
some  people  good  to  read  it  every  day  for  months: 

"There  is  no  power  of  love  so  hard  to  get  and 
keep  as  a  kind  voice.  A  kind  hand  is  deaf  and 
dumb.  It  may  be  rough  in  flesh  and  blood,  yet  do 
the  work  of  a  soft  heart,  and  do  it  with  a  soft  touch. 
But  there  is  no  one  thing  that  love  so  much  needs  as 
a  sweet  voice  to  tell  what  it  means  and  feels,  and  it  is 
hard  to  get  and  keep  it  in  the  right  tone.  One  must 
start  in  youth  and  be  on  the  watch,  night  and  day, 
at  work  or  at  play,  to  get  and  keep  a  voice  that  shall 
speak  at  all  times  the  thoughts  of  a  kind  heart.  It 
is  often  in  youth  that  one  gets  a  voice  or  a  tone 
that  is  sharp,  and  it  sticks  to  him  through  life,  and 
stirs  up  ill-will  and  grief,  and  falls  like  a  drop  of 
gall  on  the  sweets  of  home.  Watch  it  day  by  day 
as  a  pearl  of  great  price,  for  it  will  be  worth  more 
to  you  in  days  to  come  than  the  best  pearl  hid  in 
the  seas.  A  kind  voice  is  to  the  heart  what  light  is 
to  the  eye.  It  is  a  light  that  sings  as  well  as 
shines." 


PRINCIPLES  AND  DETAILS. 

Please  tell  me  just  where  the  Scriptures  state  our*Vc- 
act  order  for  receiving  applicants  into  the  church.  I  mean 
from  the  time  we  lay  the  order  before  them  until  they  are 
baptized.     I  have  searched  for  it,  but  cannot  find  it. 

A.  J.  P. 

To  not  a  few  this  may  seem  like  a  very  simple 
question.  There  is  probably  more  in  it  than  most 
people  are  ready  to  admit.     Hence  these  remarks. 

The  New  Testament  seldom  gives  the  manner 
of  approaching  or  performing  an  ordinance  in  de- 
tail. Only  the  principles  are  given  and  the  detail 
is  left  to  the  wisdom  of  the  church  to  regulate 
as  circumstances  may  demand.  By  taking  a  little 
here  and  a  little  there  we  learn  that,  in  order  to 
enter  the  church,  and  receive  pardon,  the  sinner 
must  believe,  repent,  confess  Christ  and  be  bap- 
tized. These  are  principles  that  dare  not  be 
changed,  modified  or  set  aside.  But  the  layi'g 
of  the  order  before  the  applicants,  the  reading 
of  Matt.  18,  taking  the  vote  of  the  church,  as  well 
as  the  making  of  the  application  for  membership, 
enter  into  the  domain  of  expediency  and  detail, 
and  in  different  ages,  as  well  as  under  different 
circumstances,  might  vary  without  affecting  the 
principles  themselves. 

When  the  Eunuch  was  baptized  the  church  was 
not  consulted,  for  there  was  no  church  present. 
Matt.  18  was  not  read  to  the  applicant  on  the  day 
of  Pentecost  for  it  was  not  yet  written.  In  the 
early  history  of  the  apostles,  it  was  not  necessary 
to  lay  before  the  applicants  any  particular  order 
pertaining  to  non-conformity,  non-resistance,  non- 
swearing,  secret  societies,  etc.,  for  in  that  age 
there  were  no  Christian  denominations  teaching, 
or  even  favoring  loose  views  respecting  matters 
of  this  character,  nor  would  it  be  necessary  to  do 
so  even  now,  if  the  various  denominations  were 
as  particular  concerning  these  duties  as  they  are 
respecting  the  importance  of  honesty,  morality, 
truthfulness  and  prayer.     But  because  of  a  general 
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looseness  among  the  professing  Christians  of  this 
age  on  non-conformity,  non-resistence,  etc.,  it  has 
become,  at  least,  expedient  for  our  people  to 
enter  more  into  detail  in  preparing  applicants  for 
membership  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 

When  we  are  asked  for  the  chapter  and  verse 
in  the  support  of  the  principles  held  by  the  Breth- 
ren church,  we  can  give  them;  but  when  we  are 
asked  for  the  quotation  setting  forth  this,  that 
and  the  other  detail,  relating  to  the  carrying  out 
of  these  principles,  we  do  not  give  it.  Matters 
of  detail  must  be  determined  by  that  rare  quality 
in  the  human  mind  known  as  wisdom.  And  God 
has  promised  wisdom  to  those  who  pray  for  it, 
and  will  make  the  proper  use  of  it. 

And  while  the  expediencies,  incidents  and  de- 
tails, associated  with  principles,  may  vary  more 
or  less  under  different  circumstances,  we  see  no 
reason  for  any  of  our  churches  in  America  depart- 
ing from  the  order  of  receiving  members  as  agreed 
upon  by  our  people.  Since  we  are  of  the  same 
mind  and  the  same  judgment  respecting  this  mat- 
ter, it  will  be  found  wise  to  let  well  enough  alone. 
____^^^_  J-  H-  M- 

TRINE  IMMERSION. 

Last  December  there  appeared  in  the  Advent 
Review,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  two  editorials  against 
trine  immersion,  to  which  we  are  requested  to 
reply.  Before  doing  so,  we  wish  to  state  that 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  is  becoming  more 
general  than  in  former  years.  The  opening  up 
of  missions  in  the  East,  where  trine  immersion  has 
been  the  prevailing  practice  from  remote  Christian 
antiquity,  is  bringing  the  question  to  the  notice 
of  the  West  more  fully  than  before,  and  in  time 
we  may  look  for  it  to  command  considerable  at- 
tention. Still,  in  the  minds  of  most  religious  peo- 
ple, the  question  is  virtually  settled,  for  all  Chris- 
tian denominations  of  note  are  now  recognizing 
K\\p!e  immersion  as  valid  baptism.  To  this  gen- 
eral agreement  the  Adventists,  who  are  of  quite 
recent  origin,  and  number  only  about  73,000,  are 
a  very  unfortunate  exception.  We  have  not  yet 
heard  of  them  recognizing  trine  immersion. 

But  to  the  editorials  referred  to,  and  this  reply 
will  be  brief.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  reply  to 
an  article  when  the  author  does  not  understand 
the  point  in  an  argument,  or  purposely  misrepre- 
sents it.  To  illustrate,  Mr.  Smith,  the  editor  of 
the  Review,  maintains  that  if  baptizo  is  a  frequenta- 
tive verb,  and  demands  three  actions,  and  that 
if  the  commission  is  elliptical  and  means,  "  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Son,  and  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  then  there 
must  be  nine  immersions  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  what  we  claim  for  the  baptismal  formula.  It 
is  well  known  that  no  scholar  among  our  people 
maintains  that  baptizo  means  to  dip  three  times. 
Some,  backed  by  good  linguistic  authority,  hold 
that  baptizo  is  a  frequentative  verb,  and  the  simple 
fact  that  it  is  employed  in  the  baptismal  formula, 
is  strong  proof  in  defense  of  the  repetition  of  the 
action,  otherwise  a  frequentative  verb  would  not 
have  been  used.  This  is  maintained  in  harmony 
with  the  rules  governing  the  Greek  language. 
Then,  referring  to  the  rules  governing  the  English 
language,  we  hold  that  the  formula  is  elliptical, 
and  by  supplying  the  ellipsis  the  repetition  of 
'he  action  is  brought  out  forcibly  even  in  our  own 
mother  tongue.  But  Mr.  Smith  confuses  these 
two  arguments  in  order  to  make  a  case  seem 
ridiculous.  While  the  verb  baptizo  is  frequentative 
ln  form,  and  is  employed  where  a  repetition  of 
'he  action  is  required,  still  the  number  of  the 
actions  cannot  be  determined  by  the  verb  itself, 
but  by  the  modifying  elements  in  the  formula, 
a"d  these  being  three— of  the  Father,  of  the  Son, 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,— show  that  there  must  be  three 
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actions  to  fill  the  demands  of  the  commission. 
And  since  Mr.  Smith  misrepresents  the  arguments 
here  referred  to,  what  he  says  concerning  the 
frequentative  verb  and  elliptical  sentence  has  no 
bearing  whatever  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Smith  goes  to  three  different  parts  of  the 
Scripture,  selects  a  few  words  from  each,  and 
makes  up  this  sentence: 

The  Scriptures  plainly  teach  that  Christ  will  come  in  the 
glory  of  the  Father,  and  in  his  own  glory,  and  in  that  of  the 
holy  angels.  According  to  the  trine  immersionist's  argument, 
we  should  have  to  come  to  this  conclusion:  Christ  will  come 
(once)  in  the  glory  of  the  Father  (Mark  8:38);  and  he  will 
come  (another  time)  in  his  own  glory  (Matt.  25:31);  and  he 
will  come  (a  third  time)  in  the  glory  of  the  angels.  2  Thess. 
1:7,8.  According  to  the  analogy  of  language  this  would  be 
an  exact  parallel  to  their  claim  on  Matt.  28;  19. 

We  will  try  this  way  of  putting  Scripture  togeth- 
er and  see  how  Mr.  Smith  likes  it: 

Baptizing  them  (once)  into  the  name  of  the  Father  (Matt. 
28:  rg),  and  baptizing  them  (another  time)  into  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  (Acts  2:38),  and  baptizing  them  (the  third  time) 
into  the  name  of  the  Spirit  (1  Cor.  12: 13). 

We  suggest  that  if  Mr.  Smith  wants  a  sentence 
that  is  parallel  with  the  commission,  that  he  select 
one  that  has  the  transitive  instead  of  the  intransitive 
verb,  for  he  certainly  knows  that  baptizing  in  the 
commission  is  transitive  while  come  in  his  sentence 
is  intransitive. 

Mr.  Smith  further  maintains  that  since  business, 
by  one  single  act,  can  be  done  in  the  firm  name 
of  Field,  Jacobs  and  Simson,  so  by  one  single  act 
can  baptism  be  performed  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
If  the  apostle  had  been  commanded  to  baptize  in 
the  firm  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
such  an  argument  might  have  some  weight.  As 
a  parallel  it  would  be  better  to  say,  that  since  no 
bill  can  become  a  law  in  the  United  States  until 
it  receives  the  approval  of  Congress,  and  the 
Senate,  and  the  President  (three  separate  acts), 
so  no  baptism  can  be  recognized  as  legal  unless 
it  has  been  properly  performed  into  the  name  of 
the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
(three  acts).     This  would  be  more  of  a  parallel. 

In  a  second  article  the  editor  undertakes  to  show 
that  trine  immersion  is  out  of  harmony  with  the 
type  of  baptism.  As  we  bury  but  once,  plant  but 
once,  and  are  born  but  once,  he  thinks,  proves  that 
we  should  be  immersed  but  the  one  time.  Well, 
that  depends  upon  whether  it  is  the  rule  for  types 
and  antitypes  to  agree  in  number.  We  read  that 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  ten  virgins. 
Here  we  have  ten  virgins  as  the  type  and  the  one 
kingdom  as  the  antitype, — one  on  the  one  side 
and  ten  on  the  other.  Why  can  we  not,  with  the 
same  propriety,  have  one  on  the  one  side  and 
three  on  the  other  in  Christian  baptism?  In  the 
face  of  this  fact  Mr.  Smith's  argument  falls  to 
pieces.    There  is  nothing  in  it. 

Then  he  says  because  we  immerse  or  dip  three 
times  we  have  three  baptisms  instead  of  one  bap- 
tism, as  mentioned  by  Paul  in  Eph.  4:  5.  He  can 
not  conceive  the  idea  of  one  baptism  in  three 
immersions  of  the  body.  Paul  mentions  one  faith. 
Since  a  man  may  believe  in  the  Father,  and  after- 
wards in  the  Son,  and  still  later  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
Mr.  Smith  might,  with  equal  propriety,  insist  upon 
every  devout  Jew  having  three  faiths  instead  of 
the  one  faith  recommended  by  Paul.  So  it  will 
be  seen  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  argument. 

The  editorials  referred  to  contain  several  other 
points  that  have  been  refuted  so  often  that  it 
seems  hardly  necessary  to  notice  them  at  this 
time.  We  only  wish  to  state  that  what  the  writer 
says  about  the  Jews  burying  their  dead  on  their 
backs  needs  proof.  And  even  if  he  could  prove 
it,  that  would  not  prove  that  the  backward  im- 
mersion of  the  West  is  over  four  hundred  years 
old.  It  is  a  modern  invention,  having  no  claims,  1 
whatever,  dating  beyond  the  Reformation. 

J.  H.  M.       I 


EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Eleven. 

HINDUISM. — CASTE  AND  IDOLATRY. 

It  would  be  but  an  easy  matter  to  fill  a  volume 
with  incidents  showing  to  what  extent  caste  con- 
trols the  Hindus  in  their  relation  to  each  other,  and 
in  their  dealing  with  strangers.  Only  a  very  few 
instances  can  be  given  in  the  space  allotted.  When 
making  purchases  at  the  shops,  the  Hindu  trades- 
man, instead  of  handing  you  the  money  that  is  due 
you  in  change,  drops  it  into  your  hand.  If  the 
high-caste  shop-keeper  should  but  touch  the  hand 
of  a  customer  of  a  lower  caste  he  would  at  once  be- 
come impure  and  unclean.  We  noticed  this  peculi- 
arity many  times  in  dealing  with  the  natives. 

In  drinking  from  a  vessel  the  liquid  is  poured  in- 
to the  mouth  in  a  constant  stream,  so  that  the  lips 
do  not  become  polluted  by  coming  in  contact  with 
a  cup,  bowl,  or  glass,  that  may  have  been  touched 
in  manufacture,  or  sale,  by  one  of  a  lower  caste  than 
the  drinker.  If  you  would  know  how  difficult  it  is 
to  take  water  in  this  way,  try  it  as  we  did,  and  you 
will  learn  that  drinking  from  a  vessel  is  much  more 
desirable  than  pouring. 

In  the  home  men  and  women  of  different  castes 
must  be  engaged  to  do  different  kinds  of  work.  At 
Bombay  the  men  who  made  the  beds  and  swept  the 
rooms  and  cleaned  the  shoes  could  not  be  induced, 
by  any  means,  to  empty  the  jar  into  which  the  wash 
water  had  been  thrown.  This  was  the  work  of  a 
lower  caste  man,  and  this  work  he  did  every  morn- 
ing. It  required  four  different  persons  to  do  the 
chamber  work.  As  a  result  of  this  senseless  system 
of  caste  there  is  a  small  army  of  servants  about  the 
hotels. 

One  of  the  missionaries  relates  an  amusing  phase 
of  caste  rules.  His  Hindu  servant  would  carry  tea 
and  toast  to  him  in  the  morning  when  he  was  sick, 
but  when  a  boiled  egg  was  wanted  some  one  else 
was  required  to  bring  it.  The  boiling  and  eating 
of  an  egg  implied  to  the  Hindu  the  premature 
death  of  a  prospective  chicken  and  to  him  that 
would  have  been  a  most  serious  offense.  He  drew 
the  caste  line,  and,  as  a  result,  the  Hindu  brought 
the  tea  and  toast,  followed  solemnly  by  another 
servant  with  the  egg. 

At  one  of  the  missions,  during  a  heavy  rain- 
storm, the  roof  of  one  of  the  houses  fell  in  and  cov- 
ered up  a  number  of  low  caste  men.  The  mission- 
ary plead  for  help,  all  in  vain,  from  those  \vho 
passed  by.  No  one  would  lend  a  hand  to  help  the 
poor  fellows  out.  "We  cannot  without  violating 
our  caste,"  they  said,  and  went  their  way,  wholly 
indifferent  to  the  sufferings  of  their  fellows,  and  so 
the  poor  men  remained  under  the  roof  at  least  an 
hour  before  low  caste  men  could  be  secured  to  help 
them  out  of  the  wreck.  It  must  not  be  thought 
that  the  Hindus  are  not  hospitable.  So  far  as 
the  rules  allow  they  are  exceedingly  kind  and  gen- 
erous. But  caste  is  a  sufficient  excuse  for  not  giv- 
ing help  to  a  lower  or  an  unknown  caste. 

Bishop  Hebers  gives  the  following  illustration: 
A  traveler  falls  down  sick  in  the  street  of  a  village, 
— a  real  occurrence, — nobody  knows  to  what  caste 
he  belongs,  therefore  nobody  goes  near  him,  lest 
they  should  become  polluted.  He  wastes  to  death 
before  the  eyes  of  the  whole  community,  unless  the 
jackals  take  courage  from  his  helpless  state  to  fin- 
ish him  a  little  sooner,  and,  perhaps,  as  happened 
in  the  case  here  alluded  to,  the  children  are  allowed 
to  pelt  the  poor  fellow  with  stones  and  mud. 

The  extreme  selfishness  of  caste,  as  here  illustrat- 
ed, is  admitted  freely  by  the  Hindus  themselves 
Selfishness  is  made  a  kind  of  virtue.  You  may- 
judge  a  people  by  their  songs  and  proverbs.  One 
of  the  many  Hindu  proverbs  inculcates  selfishness- 
in  this  way: 
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But  give  them  both  to  sai 
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another  wife 
But  where  is  there  another  life?  " 

How  different  is  this  from  the  teaching  of  our 
Savior,  "  He  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake  shall 
find  it,"  and  "  ]f  any  man  would  be  my  disciple,  let 
him  deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross  and  follow 
me,"  Surely  we  should  thank  God  for  the  pure, 
holy,  unselfish  life  and  teachings  of  Jesus,  our  bless- 
ed Savior,  and  thank  him,  too,  with  full  hearts,  that 
the  lines  did  not  fall  to  us  in  this  land  of  idols  and 
caste  distinctions. 

One  of  the  almost  insurmountable  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  the  missionary  is  the  caste  system.  He 
finds  it  even  more  firmly  fixed  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  the  people  than  idolatry  itself,  and  it  may 
be  said  to  be  a  great  part  of  their  religion.  Some 
missionaries  sought  success  by  admitting  caste  in- 
to the  congregations  of  their  converts,  but  they  sig- 
nally failed. 

It  seems  entirely  unreasonable  to  us,  but  to  the 
Hindu  it  is  a  great  birthright,  for  caste  depends  up- 
on birth  alone.  No  possible  condition  of  merit  or 
true  worth  avails.  One  of  a  higher  caste  may  be 
degraded  and  sink  into  a  lower  order,  but  there  is 
no  royal  road  for  ascent.  To  be  born  a  Sudra  is  to 
be  a  servant  for  life.  The  gods  have  so  decreed 
and  so  must  it  be.  Between  each  caste  in  the  as- 
cending scale  an  impassable  gulf  is  fixed.  You 
might  as  well,  and  with  far  better  hope  of  success, 
talk  to  an  orthodox  Brahman  of  changing  his  sa- 
cred cow  into  a  horse  or  an  elephant,  as  to  speak  of 
making  a  soldier  or  merchant  of  the  servant  class 
or  a  Brahman  priest  of  any  one  of  a  lower  caste 
self.  The  educated  Brahman  may  have  a 
n  all  this,  for  one  of  their  own  number  who 
s  Hinduism,  says,  "  Caste  is  the  bulwark 
of  Hindu  idolatry,  and  the  safeguard  of  the  Brah- 
minical  priesthood." 

India  caste  is  the  logical  result  of  such  social  and 
class  distinctions,  born  of  pride,  rank,  and  wealth, 
as  are  so  rapidly  gaining  ground  in  our  own  coun- 
try. It  is,  after  all,  only  a  less  exaggerated  form  of 
class  division  which  to-day  separates  and  alienates 
people  in  Europe  and  America.  The  "  Four  Hun- 
dred "  of  New  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  and 
Boston,  the  aristocracy  of  wealth  and  birth  all  over 
the  country,  with  its  exclusive  social  conditions, 
and  its  selfish,  arrogant  assumption,  which  says:  "  I 
am  better  than  thou,"  and  the  race  question  in  the 
south  are  all  borne  of  the  caste  principle.  And 
these  conditions  need  be  carried  only  a  little  farther 
at  home  until  an  impassable  gulf  is  fixed  between 
the  classes  as  in  India,  "  so  that  they  which  would 
pass  from  hence  to  you  cannot;  neither  can  they 
pass  to  us  that  would  come  from  thence." 

The  important  question  is,  How  shall  this  great 
evil  be  met  and  overthrown?  It  will  be  a  Hercule- 
an task,  and  it  will  take  time.  We  believe  the  on- 
ly anttdote  for  the  pernicious  and  poisonous  system 
as  it  exists  in  India  and  as  it  is  growing  at  home,  is 
the  self-denying  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  His 
teachings,  fully  accepted  and  lived  out  in  the  lives 
of  his  followers,  will  most  assuredly  destroy  all 
class  distinctions  except  those  based  on  true  worth 
and  merit,  and  these  only  subordinately.  The  Gos- 
pel teaches  the  common  brotherhood  of  all  men 
that  out  of  one  blood  God  made  -all  nations  of 
men  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth,"  that  we  all 
are  brethren,  and  that  there  are  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  bond  nor  free,  high  nor  low,  rich  nor  poor 
"  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus."  Caste  dis- 
tinction and  all  differences  born  of  human  pride 
have  no  place  in  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  On 
the  contrary  it  forbids  all  such  things  and  will  over- 
throw caste  and  unite  all  peoples. 

But  the  religion  of  Christ  will  not  only  overthrow 
caste  in  India.     It  will  destroy  as   well  the  system 
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dia  we  had  heard  much,  and  read  more  about  idols 
and  the  idolatry  of  the  people;  but  the  half  has  nev- 
er yet  been  told.  Neither  can  it  be  told.  Such  is 
the  degradation  to  which  idolatry  has  sui 
of  the  people  of  India  that  it  cannot,  for  the  sake  of 
common  decency,  be  put  into  print.  It  dazes  the 
mind  and  one  is  led  to  exclaim:  "Is  it  possible 
that  men  and  women  can  go  down  so  low  in  degra- 
dation and  depravity  as  these  have  gone?  "  They 
have  "  changed  the  glory  of  the  uncorruptible  God 
into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to 
birds  and  four-footed  beasts  and  creeping  things. 
Wherefore  God  also  gave  them  up  to  uncleanness 
through  the  lust  of  their  own  hearts,  to  dishonor 
their  own  bodies  between  themselves."  This 
strong  language  of  Paul,  with  the  verses  that  follow, 
depicts  the  depraved  state  of  idolatrous  Rome,  but 
the  depth  of  degradation  found  here  is  not  de- 
scribed by  the  inspired  writer. 

In  the  short  time  we  have  been  in  India  we  have 
seen  much  of  the  idolatry  of  the  people.  We  have 
visited  many  of  the  temples  where  images  of  wood, 
clay,  and  stone  were  worshiped.  We  have  seen  the 
Hindu  prostrate  himself  before  his  gods  and  offer 
sacrifices  to  them.  And  we  have  seen  some  of  the 
depravity  and  obscenity  of  idol  worship,  but  we  de- 
sire to  call  other  witness  to  give  testimony. 

The  eminent  Sanscrit  scholar  and  missionary  to 
India,  M.  A.  Sherring,  who  spent  thirty  years 
among  the  Hindus  and  knew  their  sacred  books, 
the  Vedas,  well  says:  "  Idolatry  is  a  charm,  a  fas- 
cination, to  the  Hindu.  It  is,  so  to  speak,  the 
air  he  breathes.  It  is  the  food  of  his  soul.  He 
is  subdued,  enslaved,  befooled  by  it.  The  nature 
of  the  Hindu  partakes  of  the  supposed  nature  of 
the  gods  whom  he  worships.  And  what  is  that 
nature?  According  to  traditions  handed  about 
among  the  natives,  and  constantly  dwelt  upon 
in  their  conversation,  and  referred  to  in  their 
popular  songs,— which,  perhaps,  would  be  suffi- 
cient proof,— yet  more  especially  according  to 
the  numberless  statements  and  narratives  found 
in  their  sacred  writings,  on  which  these  traditions 
are  based,  it  is,  in  many  instances,  vile  and  abom- 
inable to  the  last  degree.  Idolatry  is  a  word  de- 
noting all  that  is  wicked  in  imagination,  and  im- 
pure in  practice.  Idolatry  is  a  demon,— an  incar- 
nation of  all  evil— but  nevertheless  as  bewitching 
and  seductive  as  a  siren.  It  ensnares  the  de- 
praved heart,  coils  around  it  like  a  serpent,  trans- 
fixes it  with  its  deadly  fangs,  and  finally  stings  it  to 
death." 

Another  eminent  authority  on  Hindoo  idol 
worship  has  these  severe  words  upon  the  sub- 
ject. His  party  was  traveling  in  the  Madras 
Presidency  and  they  came  to  a  temple  or 
"  pagoda  whose  high  tower  is  a  revolting  sight. 
It  is,  in  fact,  a  mass  of  obscenity  cut  in 
stone,  such  as  one  could  hardly  imagine  de- 
pravity itself  capable  of  inventing.  Yet  this 
is  part  and  parcel  of  the  religion  of  Brahma, 
that  religion  upon  the  excellency  of  which 
some  Sanscrit  professors  expatiate!  One  sight 
of  this  temple  at  Cocanada  would  suffice  to 
disabuse  them  of  their  fine  pictures  of  Hindu- 
ism and  of  the  elevating  power  of  the  Vedas. 
A  few  pet  quotations  are  always  at  hand  when 
one  would  praise  Brahmanism.  They  are,  in 
the  oldest  Vedas,  grains  of  wheat  in  bushel's  of 
chaff.  If  We  would  learn  what  the  Hindu  religion 
really  is,  and  what  are  its  practical  fruits,  we  must 
visit  the  temples  of  India." 

Testimony  of  this  kind  might  be  multiplied  al- 
most indefinitely,  but  this  must  suffice  It  is  suf- 
ficient to  give  the  readers  of  the  Messenger  an 
idea  of  the  depravity  and  exceeding  sinfulness 
brought  upon  the  people  of  India  by  idol  worship. 
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In  our  next  we  shall  have  something  more  i 

about  idolatry. 

"•  L.  m 
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A  LITTLE  BOY  FOR  SALE. 

A  MOTHER  was  busy  at  work  one  day, 

When  her  dear  little  boy  with  his  toys 
Ran  in  from  his  play  as  bright  as  May, 
With  all  of  his  traps  and  noise. 
"You  make  such  a  din,"  she  said  to  him, 

While  he  worked  with  his  tools,  his  joys: 
"  I'll  put  you  to  bed,  or  I'll  sell  you,"  she  said, 
"  To  the  man  who  buys  little  boys." 
A  little  boy  for  sale; 
A  little  boy  for  sale; 
The  price  is  so  low  you  can  buy  him,  I  know; 
My  little  boy's  for  sale; 
A  little  boy  for  sale; 
A  little  boy  for  sa'e; 
He  makes  so  much  noise  with  his  hammer  and  toys, 

My  little  boy's  for  sale. 
The  dear  little  boy  was  quiet  one  day, 

He  had  laid  his  toys  aside. 
The  mother  had  ceased  her  work  to  pray; 
"Oh,  Lord,  with  me  abide;  " 
As  she  sits  by  the  bed  of  her  curly  head, 

A  soft  sweet  song  she  sings; 
When  out  of  the  gloom  of  that  small,  quiet  room 
Comes  the  rustle  of  angels'  wings. 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
He  was  bought  by  the  love  of  the  Father  above. 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale; 
brought  by  the  love  of  the  Father  above. 
There's  no  little  boy  for  sale. 

— Selected  by  Daniel  Beard. 
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THE  FAITH  CURE. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  discussion  recent- 
ly over  what  is  called  Faith  Healing,  and  the  writer 
has  watched  it  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  In  the 
first  place  it  is  well  for  me  to  say  that  I  dn  .vot 
know  anything  about  these  individuals,  or  the  'or- 
ganizations that  follow  the  creed  and  practice  un- 
der consideration.  This  does  not  by  any  means  set- 
tle the  matter  of  intelligent  appreciation  or  the  per- 
ception of  possible  truth  in  the  premises.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  "X"  rays  of  light  that 
make  it  possible  to  photograph  the  bones  of  the 
body,  yet  I  know  that  it  is  feasible,  for  I  have  seen. 

What  I  understand  of  the  matter  is  that  there  are 
people  who  claim  that  they  are  able  to  do  away 
with  disease  through  faith  and  prayer.  There  may 
be  many  and  varying  classes  of  these,  and  they  may 
take  different  methods  of  getting  at  the  result,  but 
it  is  all  done  through  supernatural  help.  Is  it  pos- 
sible, is  it  true?  I  think  it  is.  That  a  lot  of  preach- 
ers, doctors,  police  justices  and  editors  think  differ- 
ently cuts  not  the  slightest  figure  with  me.  I  have 
long  passed  that  stage  where  I  have  to  go  to  other 
people  for  my  faith  in  the  power  of  God,  and 
while  I  may  and  do  ask  others  what  they  think  and 
see  in  things,  I  do  not  ask  them  what  I  shall  be- 
lieve. 

In  reading  the  accounts  of  the  doings  of  Christ 
here  on  earth  I  have  noticed  particularly  that  a 
good  part  of  them  was  devoted  to  helping  the 
physically  unfortunate,  healing  the  sick,  and  curing 
all  manner  of  diseases.  It  is  true  also  that  the  day 
of  miracles  has  passed,  but  the  days  of  faith  and 
prayer  have  not  gone,  and  are  eternally  in  exist- 
ence. In  the  whole  matter  it  is  the  faith  of  him 
who  asks  and  not  of  the  party  benefited  that  does 
the  work.  Now  read  that  sentence  over  again  and 
be.  sure  that  you  get  its  force.  That  there  are  fail- 
ures, and  lapses,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  The 
wonder  is  that  there  are  so  many  helped.  It  will 
not  do  to  dismiss  the  whole  affair  by  a  reference  to 
the  credulity  of  the  masses,  or  the  effect  of  the 
mind  in  the  instances  on  record.  Some  pretty 
smart  people  believe  it,  and  some  have  had  belief 
thrust  on  them  by  results  in  their  personal  experi- 
ence that  can  not  be  gainsaid. 
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jt  is  true  that  there  can  be  no  faith  or  practice  so 

bsurd  and  silly  that  it  can  not  find  followers 
This  has  always  been  true,  and  always  will  be.  Bui 
there  is  a  rule  to  judge  them  by  and  it  is  an  unfail- 
ing one.  They  do  not  stand  the  test  of  time,  they 
un  their  little  course  and  are  gone  out  of  sight 
memory.  It  is  like  judging  a  diamond.  There 
some  very  expert  imitations,  but  they  will  not  hold 
tnejr  luster.  They  always  fade  in  time.  Jud 
by  this  rule  faith,  prayer,  and  results  have  stood 
the  test  of  centuries  from  the  time  Christ  gave  th 
most  signally  efficient  expositions  of  them  to  the 
present  day,  and  I  believe  that  they  will  hold  out 
forever. 

What  do  people  pray  for  if  it  is  not  for  aid  per- 
sonally? I  know  that  there  are  many  petitions 
couched  in  such  general  language  that  they  have 
no  individual  force,  but  if  the  party  praying  has 
any  faith  in  results  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  see 
why  they  can  not  be  specialized  and  the  answer  be 
made  so  manifest  that  we  can  see  it  beyond  a  ques 
tion. 

Different  gifts  in  varying  measures  are  given  to 
different  individuals,  and  that  you  and  I  are 
equally   and   abundantly    favored   is  no  argument 
that  the  claim  of  others  is  not  a  valid  one. 

Go  out  some  clear  night  and  look  up  into  th 
star-sown  vague  of  space.  There  are  myriads  of 
stars  that  you  can  see.  There  are  other  myriads 
that  the  telescope  can  reveal,  and  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  most  powerful  glass  are  untold  mil- 
lions of  stars.  Who  made  all  this?  Can  not  the 
Maker  rearrange  a  defective  part  of  your  body  if 
he  chose  so  to  do? 

The  mystery  of  faith  and  prayer  are  beyond  my 
powers  of  explanation.  Of  the  results  I  am  sure, 
and  if  I  were  in  trouble  out  of  the  ordinary  I  would 
ather  have  the  prayers  of  the  humblest  slave  in  his 
abin  by  the  margin  of  the  sedgy  lake  than  the 
ilessings  of  all  the  princes  and  potentates  who  ev- 
il sat  on  a  gilded  throne,  and  I  so  record  my  belief 
now  and  here. 
Zer&isburgh,  Pa. 


The  following,  copied  from  the  Herald  of  Truth, 
was  gleaned  from  the  American  Messenger,  for  that 
journal.     It  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit: 

My  daughter  of  thirteen  was  trying  on  a  wrapper 
purchased  by  her  mother  ready-made  at  a  large 
store  in  the  city.  Now  this  apparel-providing  busi- 
ness of  the  other  sex  is  presumably  a  department  of 
the  household  economy  with  which  the  men  have 
no  need  to  concern  themselves.  Nevertheless,  I 
have  not  been  able  of  late  to  remain  unconscious  of 
the  fact  that  a  most  marvelous  amplitude  of  mate- 
rial has  developed  itself,  or  rather  been  developed, 
about  the  female  shoulders,  at  one  time  projecting 
upwards  so  as  almost  to  touch  the  ear  (the  reverse 
of  what  I  read  the  other  day  concerning  a  certain 
statue  of  Buddha,  whose  big  ears  reached  down  to 
his  shoulders),  and  even  extending  outward  to  a 
degree  that  must  make  the  horizontal  measurement 
°i  the  person  very  nearly  double  the  normal. 

Jt  will  not  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  upon 
glancing  up  from  my  writing-table,  and  noticing 
'he  fitting  of  the  ready-made  wrapper  upon  my 
daughter  a  little  distance  away,  I  should  rise  up, 
and,  going  forward  and  observing  that  the  shoulders 
bore  great  flaps  or  wings  of  superfluous  material, 
quietly  remark  to  the  little  maid  and  her  mother, 
"These  will  need  to  be  taken  off."  "Yes,"  they 
b°th  replied  (like  the  sensible  senior  and  junior 
that  they  are),  "All  the  store  goods  of  that  kind," 
said  the  elder,  "  were  made  in  that  style,  and  the 
dress  was  taken  with  the  expectation  of  taking  off 
that  superfluity."  Turning  to  a  young  visitor  I 
asked,  "  And  what  would  thy  father  say  to  such 
things  on  thy  dress?"  Before  she  could  fairly 
make  answer,  our  younger,  seven  years  old,  piped 
0ut,  "  Her  father  lets  her  wear  just  what  she  likes." 

N°w  it|happened  that  I  had  just  been  making  re- 
P'y  to  a  lady  who  is  much  interested  in  the  subject 

s°cial  purity,  and  who  had  desired  my  judgment 
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n  regard  to  desirable  measures  or  methods  tend- 
ng  to  its  promotion.  Referring  her  to  my  little 
♦  '  Simplicity  of  Attire  as  related  to  the  Pro- 
of Social  Purity,"  I  had  called  her  attention 
sentiment  in  its  brief  introductory  note, 
it  is  in  the  power  of  professing  Christian 
to  accomplish  far  more  for  purity  by  ad- 
hering to  simplicity  of  attire  than  can  be  gained  by 
all  the  '  heroic'  measures  which  man  can  undertake 
to  this  end." 

So  my  little  girl,  who  announced  so  certainly 
concerning  her  companion  that  "  her  father  lets  her 
wear  just  what  she  likes,"  little  apprehended  the 
measure  of  thought  and  concern  that  this  worldly 
liberty  as  to  attire  had  caused  her  parent. 

Returning  a  moment  again  to  the  present  ap- 
proved style  of  women's  dress,  which  involves  so 
much  superfluity  of  material,  I  believe  it  is  fair  to 
say  that  the  "  wealth  of  sleeves  "  wasted  in  a  single 
month  in  the  one  city  of  New  York  or  Philadelphia 
would  suffice  to  pay  for  a  substantial  garment  for 
every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  late  cropblast- 
ed  Counties  of  the  State  of  Nebraska. 

I  remember  a  remark  of  one  who  had  a  strong 
sense  of  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  in  nature  and 
art,  that,  after  beholding  the  fatiguing  styles  of 
fashionable  attire,  it  was  a  real  rest  to  him  to  see 
an  Jrish  serving-woman  in  her  simple,  everyday 
dress,  with  its  lines  flowing  straight  to  the  feet  with- 
out any  excrescences  or  extravagances.  So  the 
early  Christians,  believing  that  the  pursuit  of  the 
world's  changeable  fashions  begot  a  worldly  spirit 
and  an  antagonism  to  the  cross,  encouraged  sim- 
plicity in  this  as  in  other  particulars.  I  believe 
that  the  simplicity  in  this  regard,  on  the  part  of 
Francis  E.  Willard,  undeviatingly  held  to  for  a 
good  many  years,  has  proved  to  be  for  her  a  pos- 
session of  strength. 

Not  long  ago,  a  justice  of  one  of  the  criminal 
courts  of  New  York  City  expressed  a  decided  opin- 
ion, relative  to  a  harrowing  case  of  desertion  that 
had  come  before  him,  that  the  love  of  dress  had 
proved  the  ruin  of  many  young  women.  In  a  re- 
cent letter  this  official  has  repeated  the  assertion: 
"  My  experience  on  the  bench  was  very  extensive, 
and  led  to  the  conclusion  in  my  mind  that  the  prin- 
cipal cause  to  which  the  evil  referred  to  may  be 
traced  is  the  unfortunate  and  pronounced  desire  for 
dress." 

In  the  American  Messenger  some  five  years  ago 
there  was  given  a  brief  and  practical  narrative  on 
this  subject  from  the  pen  of  Annie  A.  Preston — a 
true  relation  I  took  it  to  be — concerning  one  who 
came  to  a  small  city  and  took  a  position  as  teacher 
in  a  public  school.  While  so  engaged  she  became 
acquainted  with  a  couple  who  were  Christians,  but 
who  were  in  such  indigent  circumstances  that 
they  thought  their  attire  not  good  enough  to  wear 
to  church.  The  young  teacher  at  once  removed 
the  plume  from  her  hat,  and,  later,  dressed  in  a 
plain  print  gown,  accompanied  the  couple  to  the 
place  of  worship.  She  subsequently  became  the 
wife  of  a  judge  who  was  also  a  railway  president. 
The  account  concerning  her  concluded:  "She  still 
kept  up  her  plain  attire  at  church,  and  occupied  her 
abundant  leisure  in  going  about  among  the  poor. 
From  the  most  dressy  church  in  the  city  we  have 
become  the  plainest,  and  from  a  church  of  almost 
exclusively' wealthy  people  we  have  a  large  mem- 
bership among  the  working  classes.  Our  coldness 
and  purse-pride  have  been  replaced  by  enthusiasm 
for  the  Lord's  work.  The  present  prosperity  of  the 
church  is  all  due,  under  God,  to  the  influence  for 
twenty  years  of  that  sensible,  amiable  woman." 

The  following  item  of  information  concerning  a 
movement  in  behalf  of  simplicity,  occurring  in  that 
city  of  the  world  which  I  suppose  has  led  women 
into  gayety  and  extravagance  of  s.tyle  more  than 
any  other,  may  properly  conclude  this  article.  It 
is  stated  by  Emily  Holden  in  the  "  Examiner " 
that  a  society  of  influential  women  has  been  formed 
in  Paris,  called  the  "  League  of  Simplicity."  This 
is  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  sentiment  against 
the  too  luxurious  manner  of  living  which  prevails 
in  dress  and  entertainments.  A  favorable  result  is 
already,  it  is  affirmed,  to  be  observed  in  a  greater 


simplicity  of  dress  in  the  streets,  and  a  tendency  to 
less  ostentation  in  the  matter  of  luncheons  and  din- 
ners. Hoping  that  the  organization  may  be 
strengthening,  it  is  also  well  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
whether  in  this  or  in  any  other  direction  of  Chris- 
tian duty,  a  "  league  between  God  and  one  faithful 
soul  will  prove  a  power  for  good  in  the  world." 


THE  NATION  NEEDS  MOTHERS. 

BY  C.  II.  PARKHURST. 

The  home  is  the  fountain  of  all  that  is  best  in  the 
church  and  state.  The  mother  is  the  continuous 
measure  of  her  child's  possibilities.  So  far  as  she 
realizes  this  she  will  understand  that  her  educating 
agency  in  the  premises  is  not  a  matter  of  supervis- 
ing the  affairs  of  the  household.  Personality  is  the 
only  thing,  after  all,  that  counts  much  in  education, 
and  it  is  the  baptismal  energy  of  his  own  mother's 
personal  pressure  that  will  alone  render  to  the 
child  the  requisite  service. 

One  of  the  things  for  which  I  shall  be  profound- 
ly grateful,  clear  into  the  next  world,  is,  that  I  at- 
tended public  school  but  two  terms  before  I  was 
twelve  years  old,  and  I  should  not  have  been  sent 
then  had  it  not  been  that  one  of  those  terms  the 
school  was  taught  by  my  mother,  and  the  other  by 
my  father. 

My  father  was  a  farmer,  and  my  mother,  with 
four  children  on  her  hands  and  no  hired  help,  at- 
tended to  all  the  work  naturally  pertaining  to  a  far- 
mer's wife.  Her  days  were  long, — that  was  before 
eight-hour  laws  were  agitated, — and  one  reason 
why  they  were  so  long,  was  that  she  devoted  her- 
self to  her  children  and  to  their  initiation  in  the 
rudiments  of  character  and  education,  declining  to 
farm  us  out  to  the  questionable  moral  supervision 
of  nurses,  or  to  the  equally  questionable  mental 
discipline  of  tutors  or  the  public  schools. 

My  mother  had  the  exceedingly  old-fashioned 
notion  that  children  were  born  of  mothers  in  order 
that  they  might  have  mothers  to  take  care  of  them 
and  bring  them  up.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  the 
flavor  of  the  Bible  and  of  New  England  about  that 
way  of  estimating  the  matter,  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  more  modern  inventions  afford  much 
in  the  way  of  improvement.  Substitutions  for 
divine  arrangements  always  fall  a  little  short  of  be- 
There  are  some  mothers  that,  even  under  the  pe- 
culiar social  conditions  of  our  own  decade,  still 
take  the  same  sort  of  care  of  their  offspring  that 
mothers  used  to  do,  and  it  is  ordinarily  not  diffi- 
cult to  see  that  the  validity  of  the  method  is  attest- 
ed by  the  quality  of  its  issue. 

There  are  certain  families,  that  it  would  be  easy 
to  designate  by  street  and  number,  where  the  entire 
personality  of  the  mother  exhausts  itself,  and  has 
for  a  great  many  years  exhausted  itself,  in  the  pro- 
duction and  maintenance  of  a  home  atmosphere, 
and  in  building  up  the  physical,  intellectual,  moral 
and  religious  structure  of  her  offspring.  In  such 
cases  there  may  not  be  many  monuments  erected 
after  the  mother's  death,  nor  any  lengthy  array  of 
published  obituary;  but  a  true  mother  lives  for  her 
children,  and  knows  no  other  ambition  but  to  live 
in  her  children.  She  aims  at  nothing  more  than 
unrecognized  survival  in  their  manhood  or  woman- 
hood, and  asks  to  be  monumented  only  by  the  ac- 
tivities and  fidelities  of  those  to  whom  she  has  giv- 
en life,  and  who  are  her  own  life  prolonged  and  per- 
petuated.         

Sorrow  is  a  sacred  thing.  Its  true  place  is  in  the 
depths  of  the  heart.  To  parade  it  openly  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world  is  to  make  it  common  and  vulgar. 
And  yet  it  may  now  and  then  with  propriety  and 
with  profit  be  disclosed  to  tested  friends,  who  will 
diminish  its  bitterness  by  sharing  it  with  us.  Hap- 
py are  we  if  we  have  such  friends.  They  are 
among  the  best  possessions  that  the  earth  affords. 
Still  more  true  is  it  that  we  should  uncover  all  our 
griefs  and  woes  in  the  presence  of  our  Heavenly 
Father.  Christ  says:  "  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 
labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  your  est.'' 
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From  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

The  Gospel  Messenger  of  Jan.  25,  which  was, 
but  a  few  moments  ago.,  handed  to  me,  has  a  very 
interesting  article,  entitled,  "  Why  Not?  "  and  signed 
by  the  well-known  initials,  "  D.  L.  m."  It  is  an  ap- 
peal  for  more  workers  in  the  foreign  field,  a  person- 
al address  to  those  whom  the  Lord  has  already 
blessed  with  this  world's  goods,  and  who  could,  if 
they  so  desired  it,  consecrate  their  lives  and  talents 
to   the   enlightenment   and    salvation    of    precious 

Confining  myself  to  the  field  assigned  me,  1  will 
say  that  I  shall  gladly  welcome  helpers  in  the  Asia 
Minor  Mission,  for  it  will  be  an  answer  to  my 
prayers  and  the  prayers  of  thousands  of  others,  that 
the  "Seven  Churches,"  after  a  lapse  of  so  many 
centuries,  shall  once  more  see  their  candlesticks  re- 
stored, and  the  Lord  of  glory  dwell  among  them, 
never  to  depart  again. 

But  may  I,  from  personal  experience,  make  a 
brotherly  suggestion  to  those  whom  the  Lord  may 
move  to  come?  Such  brothers  or  sisters,  willing  to 
devote  their  lives  in  this  sacred  field,  will  have  to 
be  gifted  with  "aptitudes  for  the  study  of  Oriental 
languages."  A  good  foundation  of  ancient  Greek 
will  certainly  help  very  much  to  "  pick  up,"  after  a 
few  months,  modern  Greek.  But  Greek  alone  will 
not  suffice,  for  Greek  is  not  spoken  in  the  interior. 
Turkish,  therefore,  will  have  to  be  learned,  and  that 
has  different  characters.  It  is  read,  like  Hebrew, 
from  right  to  left,  etc.  It  will,  therefore,  require  a 
certain  facility  of  mastering  such  a  language,  on 
the  part  of  those  who  will  have  to  preach  Christ, 
whether  it  be  in  Philadelphia,  Pergamos,  or  at  any 
other  place  in  or  near  Smyrna. 

The  other  qualifications  have  been  ably  traced  by 
Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  in  the  January  number  of  the 
"  Missionary  Visitor."  It  is,  therefore,  needless  for 
me  to  say  more.  I  shall,  however,  gladly  answer 
any  question  that  any  brother  or  sister  may  have  to 
ask  about  the  field  work.  I  look  forward  with  pleas- 
ure to  the  arrival  of  some  helpers.  The  Lord  grant 
that  it  may  so  be!  G.  J.  Fercken. 


From  Mllledgevllle,  III. 


We  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Hickory 
Grove  church  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  8.  The  meet 
ings  continued  with  increasing  interest  and  attend- 
ance, closing  Sunday  night,  the  23rd,  with  a  full 
house  of  attentive  listeners.  Although  the  rough 
weather  was  much  against  the  interest  and  success 
of  the  meetings,  we  think  that  at  least  some  lasting 
impressions  were  made  upon  the  minds  of  the 
many  who  ought  to  be  in  the  church.  The  breth- 
ren and  sisters,  we  think,  did  their  part  well  during 
the  meetings.  Though  they  are  few  in  number,  yet 
they  are  strong  in  faith  and  love.  The  members 
from  Mt.  Carroll  also  added  to  the  interest  of  the 
meetings  by  their  presence  and  help  in  the  song 
service.  During  our  absence,  Bro.  Snively,  of  Lan 
ark,  filled  one  of  our  regular  appointments  in  the 
home  church.  On  account  of  the  illness  of  Eld.  D. 
M.  Miller,  the  last  appointment  before  we  came 
home  went  unfilled.  The  interest  and  attendance 
at  the  home  church  (Milledgeville)  is  good,  and 
still  increasing.  We  ask  an  interest  in  the  prayers 
of  the  church.  Tobias  S.  Fike. 

March  2. 


We  held  a  council  Jan.  25,  at  10  A.  M.  We 
organized  a  church  here  with  fifteen  members,  to 
be  known  as  the  Grafton  congregation.  An  elec- 
tion was  held  for  a  deacon.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro. 
Jacob  W.  Faw,  whose  wife,  in  the  evening,  made 
application  for  membership,  and  was  received  next 
morning,  by  baptism.  The  interest  manifested  was 
good,  with  marked  increase  to  the  last,  and  closed 
with  a  crowded  house.  While  there  was  only  one 
accession,  we  feel  much  encouraged.  In  this 
new  field  the  seed  must  be  sown  before  the  harvest 
can  be  gathered.  Sarena  A.  Faw. 


A  Proposed  Meeting. 


From  Cameron,  Idaho. 


Brethren  S.  S.  Barklow  and  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson, 
of  Moscow,  arrived  here  Jan.  17,  and  labored  earn- 
estly with  us  for  two  weeks,  when  Bro.  Barklow  re- 
turned home  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 
Our  home  ministers  and  Bro.  Stiverson  continued 
the  meetings  two  weeks  longer,— the  last  week  in  a 
different  neighborhood. 


I  notice,  in  Messenger  of  Feb.  15,  an  article 
from  the  pen  of  Bro.  C.  H.  Hawbecker,  of  Mt.  Mor- 
ris, III.,  headed,  "  District  Mission  Boards,"  which 
excited  my  interest,  especially  where  he  says,  "  Pre- 
suming five  members  to  each  board,  this  makes  one 
hundred  and  seventy  individual  members, — quite  an 
army  of  officers  to  do  planning  and  commanding 
for  the  Lord's  work."  This  article,  or  rather  this 
portion,  suggests  to  my  mind  the  propriety  of  a 
meeting  of  at  least  a  representative  from  each  of 
the  thirty-five  local  boards  at  our  Annual  Meeting 
at  Ottawa,  Kans.  Say  we  have  a  meeting  for  the 
exchange  of  experience  and  thoughts  on  this  very 
important  subject,  on  Monday  of  the  meeting,  for 
with  us,  as  yet,  it  is  an  experiment,  but  we  would 
like  so  much  to  be  able  to  make  it  a  success  in  our 
District.  What  do  the  members  of  the  several 
District  Boards  say  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  meet- 
ing? The  cost  of  attending  such  a  meeting  may  be 
a  barrier,  but  we  think  that  such  expense  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  mission  fund,  and  think  it  well  and 
profitably  appropriated,  because  knowledge  on  this 
subject  is  what  we  want.  In  our  beloved  Fraterni- 
ty missionary  work  is  in  its  infancy  yet, — an  experi- 
ment. 

Now,  I  would  ask,  through  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, a  letter  from  each  of  the  several  District 
Boards,  and  let  us  have  the  meeting  at  Annual 
Meeting  next  May.  Lewis  J.  Hooke,  Treas. 

Stockport,  Ind. 

REMARKS. 

We  suggest  that  all  the  members  of  the  various 
Mission  Boards,  who  are  interested  in  this  matter, 
write  Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  Boo'h,  Kans.,  Chairman  of 
the  General  Mission  Board,  and  Moderator  of  the 
Annual  Meeting,  and  say  whether  they  are  in  favor 
of  the  meeting.  If  there  is  a  general  demand  for 
the  meeting,  he  may  see  proper,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  to  say  that  the 
meeting  may  be  held  by  such  members  of  the  differ- 
ent Boards  who  will  be  present.  But  it  will  not  be 
wise  for  any  of  these  members  to  expect  that  their 
expenses  will  be  paid  out  of  the  General  Mission 
fund,  for  that  would  be  diverting  the  money  raised 
special  purposes  from  its  intended  use.  Yet  it 
le  privilege  of  any  District  to  defray  the  expen- 
ses of  any  members  of  her  Mission  Board  to  this 
proposed  meeting  if  she  feels  so  disposed.  Proba- 
bly the  better  way  would  be  for  the  meeting  to  be 
composed  of  such  members  of  the  Boards  who  hap- 
pen to  be  present  as  delegates  or  otherwise,  or  who 
feel  disposed  to  attend  on  their  own  responsibility. 
Then  it  occurs  to  us  that  the  meeting  should  be 
held  privately,  as  its  purpose  would  more  directly 
concern  the  members  of  the  different  Boards  rather 
than  the  public— Ed. 

From  the  Dallas  Center  Church,  Iowa. 

Feb.  1,  I  went  to  Laurens,  Iowa,  to  visit  a  sister 
in  the  flesh,  and  being  in  the  bounds  of  the  Stony 
Lake  church,  Pocahontas  Co.,  Iowa,  I  called  in  some 
of  the  members.  I  found  Bro.  J.  B.  Diehl,  of  Car- 
roll, Iowa,  also  in  the  neighborhood.  We  held  three 
meetings  together  while  with  them,  and  found  them 
very  anxious  for  meetings,  as  they  have  no  resident 
minister.  They  have  a  good  opening  for  the  work, 
as  the  people  turn  out  well  when  there  are  meet- 
ings.    Here  would  be  a  good  opportunity  for  some 


loyal  minister  to  do  a  good  work,  and  as  land  is  y  . 
reasonable,  any  one  wishing  to  change  location 
might  do  well  to  correspond  with  the  brethren 
go  and  see  the  country.  They  have  about  twenty 
members.  Any  one  wishing  to  know  more  about 
the  country,  etc.,  can  correspond  with  P.  J.  Sutter 
Laurens,  Iowa.  They  are  very  anxious  to  have  a 
minister  locate  with  them. 

From  here  I  went  to  Mallard,  in  Pa'o  Alto  Coun- 
ty, to  visit  another  sister  in  the  flesh.  While  there 
I  held  two  meetings  which  were  well  attended,  and 
good  attention  was  given  to  the  Word.  Bro.  J  n 
Goughnour  held  a  few  meetings  for  us  here,  comi 
mencing  Feb.  23  and  closing  Feb.  27. 

A.  W.  Hawbaker 

Feb.  24.  „__^_^_ 

From  Rutten,  N.  Dak. 

I  arrived  safely  home  Feb.  19.  During  my  fly- 
ing trip  to  Indiana,  of  four  weeks,  I  visited  a  num- 
ber of  churches  and  attended  a  number  of  meetings 
in  the  different  localities  with  the  Father's  chil- 
dren. I  met  with  the  members  of  the  Laporte 
church,  at  the  West  house,  on  the  evening  of  Feb. 
15,  and  preached  to  a  seemingly  eager  and  atten- 
tive audience.  On  Sunday,  Feb.  16,  I  held  three 
meetings.  Eleven  mute  brethren  attended  these 
services,  and  I  addressed  them  through  an  interpret- 
er. It  made  a  serious  impression  on  me  to  see 
those  unfortunate  members  so  eagerly  observing 
the  signs,  as  they  were  given  by  the  interpreter. 
What  a  blessing  from  our  Father,  that  there  are 
means  provided  whereby  those  unfortunate  ones 
can  be  taught  the  Father's  will,  and  feast  upon  the 
same?  I  think  the  mute  members  arc  among  the 
most  earnest  in  our  Brotherhood. 

The  brethren  at  this  place  have  a  commodious 
house,  and  quite  a  membership.  Most  of  the 
preaching  is  done  by  Bro.  R.  J.  Shreve,  whose  wife, 
sister  Shreve,  is  much  afflicted,  and  craves  the 
prayers  of  all  the  Father's  children  in  her  behalf. 
The  members  here  are  somewhat  isolated,  and 
much  desire'  that  our  ministering  brethren  \vc 
make  note  of  this,  and,  when  passing  thirt 
preach  to  them. 

On  the  morning  of  Feb.  17,  I  took  my  leave  on 
my  long  journey  home,  where  I  am  at.this  writi 

At  a  late  hour  in  the  night  of  Feb.  26,  I 
called  twelve  miles  from  here  to  anoint  a 
brother.  We  found  him  quite  low  physically,  but 
strong  in  the  faith  At  half-past  one  A.  M.,  theo 
dinance  was  complied  with.  S.  N.  Eversole. 

Feb.  28.  ___^_^_ 

A  Close  Call. 

Feb.  15,  I  (in  company  with  others)  visited  the 
Laton  church  in  Newton  County,  Mo.,  where  I  held 
a  week's  meetings,  with  the  best  of  attention.  We 
had,  in  all,  nineteen  meetings,  and  left  many  near 
the  fold  of  Christ,  with  promises  to  come  soon. 
Near  the  close  of  our  meeting  Bro.  Harader  and  I 
were  called  to  come  and  pray  with  a  man  who  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  for  over  a  year  and  has 
lived  a  vile  sinner.  He  now  felt  he  was  dying  and 
must  die  in  sin.  After  an  interview  with  him  here- 
quested  baptism.  Though  thinking  he  would  die  in 
the  act,  yet  he  was  willing  to  do  all  he  could  for  his 
salvation.  A  large  wagon  tank  was  soon  brought, 
filled  with  water.  He  was  then  carried  out  and 
baptized  according  to  the  great  commission  °t 
Christ.  He  then  rejoiced  for  the  remission  of  his 
sins.  Next  day  we  visited  him  again  and  found 
him  feeling  better.  Then,  after  I  had  taught  I 
the  way  of  the  Lord  more  perfectly  for  some  time, 
he  requested  to  be  anointed,  and  have  a  Commun- 
ion service.  So  arrangements  were  made,  and  °" 
Sunday  night,  after  preaching,  several  members, 
with  others,  came  together  at  his  home,  and  Bro. 
Harader  and  the  writer  attended  to  his  wants,  an 
we  left  him  praising  God. 

I  shall  ever  bless  God  for  the  day  when  I  «*s 
called  to  the  Laton  church,  for  the  lost  is  found, 
and  many  have  been  convicted  of  sin.  I  bespeak 
bright  future  and  a  large  ingathering  for  the  Lato 
church.  T.  A.  Robinson. 

Grangcvillc,  Mo. 
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Special  Notice. 

The  Committee  on  Arrangements  for  next  Annu- 
1  Meeting  have  procured  a  limited  number  of  cots, 

.  h  cover  and  pillow,  to  be  used  in  tents  when  so 
"dered.  The  tent  with  straw,  Si. 50,  and  50  cents 
additional  for  each  cot  during  the  meeting.  A 
series  of  meetings  will  begin  May  16.  Tents  can 
be  used  from  that  time  to  June  I. 

Any  one  wanting  cots  must  order  them,  enclos- 
ng  price,  before  May  1.  The  above  price  is  the 
cash  cost  to  the  committee.  Send  all  orders  for 
tents  and  cots  to  the  writer.  I.  H.  Crist. 

Gardner,  Kans. 


From  the  Mlsslssinewa  Church,  Ind, 

Our  last  letter  from  here  stated  that  twenty-one 
had  come  to  the  church  by  baptism.  We  are  glad 
to  state  that  the  applicant  who  had  applied  at  the 
same  time,  but  who  was  sick  then,  and  also  another 
one,  came  and  demanded  baptism  Feb.  24,  making, 
in  all,  twenty-three  since  Bro.  Hodgden  came. 

We  had  our  regular  quarterly  church-council  Feb. 
20,  at  which  time  we  decided  to  buy  a  schoolhouse 
at  Shideler,  and  fit  it  up  for  church  purposes. 
Halls  were  also  procured  at  Eaton  and  New  Corner 
for  preaching  once  a  month,  and  some  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  preaching  at  Muncie.  Thus 
you  will  see  we  will  soon  have  four  more  places  for 
meeting. 

Since  the  above  was  written  we  learn  that  anoth- 
er afflicted  sister  called  for  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker, 
and  was  buried  with  Christ  by  baptism  to-day. 

Calvin  W.  Hooke. 

Stockport,  Ind.,  March  2. 


Annual  Meeting  Notic 


For  the  information  of  all  who  desire  to  attend 
.the  Annual  Meeting  of  1896,  to  be  held  at  Ottawa, 
Kans.,  beginning  May  17,  I  would  state:  The  peo- 
pleql  Kansas,  and  especially  of  Ottawa,  are  hoping 
loi  jAd  expecting  a  large  attendance  of  the  Breth- 
ren and  their  friends  at  Annual  Meeting,  and  will 
heartily  welcome  them  to  their  plea«ant  little  city 
of  7,000  inhabitants,  with  its  comfortable  homes 
and  fine  public  buildings,  churches,  schools,  col- 
lege, etc.,  and  especially  to  their  beautiful  Forest 
Park,  located  almost  in  the  city  and  but  a  few  steps 
from  the  depots  of  the  seven  railroads  entering  the 
city,  and  in  which,  with  its  many  fine  and  commo- 
dious buildings,  the  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held. 
Every  provision  and  preparation  possible  is  being 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  to  make 
the  meeting  profitable  and  enjoyable  to  all  who  at- 
tend it.  The  boarding  and  refreshments  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  experienced  managers  and  workers, 
most  all  of  whom  are  members  of  the  Brethren 
church.  The  price  of  meals  will  be  twenty-five 
cents,  or  five  meal  tickets  for  Si. 00.  The  best  of 
lunch,  fruits,  lemonade,  etc.,  will  be  sold  at  the 
lunch  counter. 

Commencing  May  17,  a  series  of  meetings  will  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker. 

By  request  of  citizen's  committee, 

I.  H.  Crist,  Sec. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents^ 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  oews  trom  a  [ar  country." 

Johnstown  Church,  Pa.— Since  our  last  report 
two  have  been  reclaimed  by  the  church.— A.  J. 
Strayer,  March  2. 

Wichita,  Kans.— The  Wichita  church  has  decid- 
ed to  hold  their  love  feast  in  their  churchhouse  near 
Kechi,  June  6,  beginning  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M  — 
p'ter  Long,  Clerk. 

Anderson,  Ind— I  held  one  more  series  of 
meetings  than  promised  before  this  winter  has  been 
completed.  I  feel  to  thank  the  Giver  of  all  good 
for  sparing  my  life  and  enabling  me  to  preach 
'37  sermons  since  August  16.  Soon  I  will  have  to 
tura  my  attention  to  the  temporal  needs  and 
wants  of  self  and  family,  which  will  require  hard 
*ork.  I  hope  the  Lord  will  enable  me  to  perform 
''■—/«,  Holder. 


Bethel  Church,  Nebr.— A  revival  meeting  was 
held  at  this  church  by  our  home  ministers,  one 
week,  with  a  good  result.  Two  brethren  were  re- 
claimed.— Clara  Hochstedler,  Carleton,  Nebr. 

Antietam,  Pa. — After  our  regular  services  at 
Welty's  to-day,  four  made  the  good  confession  and 
were  baptized.  Thus  the  good  work  goes  on.  The 
good  seed  is  sown  and  it  never  returns  void.— 
G.  M.  Newcomer,  Ringgold,  Md.,  March  I. 

Middlehury,  Ind.  —  We  closed  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings  Feb.  18,  at  the  Forest  Grove 
church  of  the  Rock  Run  District.  Eld.  Thurston 
Miller,  of  Laporte,  Ind.,  did  the  preaching. 
Two  young  men  united  with  the  fold  and  the  saints 
were  built  up.— Ben  Hazell. 

Moscow,  Idaho.— The  members  of  the  Moscow 
church,  Idaho,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
here  last  Sunday,  to  continue  a  week  or  longer. 
One  was  baptized  yesterday,  and  we  have  another 
applicant  for  baptism.  Eld.  S.  S.  Barklow  is 
doing  the  preaching.—/.  U.  G.  Sliverson,  Feb.  2J. 
Naperville  Church,  111. — The  members  here 
met  for  council  Feb.  29.  Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff 
was  called  in  to  help  us.  The  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian  manner.  The  church 
here  sends  no  query  to  District  Meeting.  The 
writer  was  elected  as  delegate  to  District  Meeting. 
—  Harvey  M.  Barkdoll,  Feb.  25. 

Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va— The  writer  commenced 
meetings  in  the  Sandy  Creek  District,  W.  Va., 
at  the  Salem  house  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  22. 
So  far  we.  have  good  congregations  which  are  in- 
creasing. The  attention  is  excellent.  The  church 
is  presided  over  by  Eld.  Jeremiah  Thomas. — 
Silas  Hoover,  Bills,  Pa.,  Feb.  2j. 

Cook's  Creek,  Va. — We  have  had  three  series 
of  meetings  this  winter, — one  at  Garber's  church, 
by  Bro.  D.  H.  Zigler,  resulting  in  four  additions; 
one  in  Dayton,  by  Bro.  David  Bowman,  resulting, 
we  hope,  in  much  good,  but  no  additions;  and  one 
at  Trinity,  by  Bro.  Samuel  Driver,  resulting  in  six 
additions.—/  M.  Kagey,  Dayton,  Va.,  March  4. 

Franklin  Church,  Iowa. — This  church  held  her 
quarterly  council  Feb.  29.  Our  elder  W.  J.  Stout, 
presided.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting.  We  organ- 
ized our  Sunday  school,  to  commence  the  first  Sun- 
day in  April.  We  decided  to  use  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Bro.  W.  W.  Folger  stopped  over  with  us  on 
his  way  home  from  Darlington,  Missouri,  and  gave 
us  two  soul-cheering  sermons. — Mattie  E.  Caster. 
Leon,  Iowa,  March  4. 

Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va.— On  the  evening  of  Feb. 
22,  Eld.  Silas  Hoover,  of  Bills,  Pa.,  commenced  a 
series  of  meetings  here  at  Salem,  in  the  Sandy 
Creek  congregation,  and  closed  March  I,  having 
preached  eleven  sermons.  Two  were  received  by 
baptism,  and  two  restored.  The  weather  being  un- 
favorable, we  closed  sooner  than  we  would  have 
done,  had  it  been  otherwise;  yet  the  meetings  were 
generally  well  attended,  and  the  interest  excellent. 
—Jeremiah  Thomas,  March  J. 

Bear  Creek,  Ohio. — To-day,  March  4,  we  met  in 
quarterly  council.  All  business  before  the  house 
was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  Vacancies  for  solicit- 
ors in  the  mission  work  were  filled.  Two  Sunday 
school  superintendents  were  also  elected  for  the  op- 
ening of  the  next  quarter.  One  letter  of  member- 
ship was  granted,  and  one  sister  received  by  bap- 
tism. Our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  on  the  ev- 
ening of  March  12.  Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrun,  from 
Brandt,  Ohio,  will  labor  for  us.— Josiah  Eby, 
March  4- 

Baugo  Church,  Ind. — Bro.  P.  Stuckman  came  to 
us  Feb.  II  and  commenced  meetings  in  our  new 
house  in  Wakarusa,  which  he  continued  until  the 
evening  of  the  29th,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and 
could  not  fill  his  appointment  on  Sunday   forenoon 


nd  evening. 


So< 


closed  with  a  full  house  on  the 


ming  of  March  I,  with  eleven  applicants.  Four 
of  them  we  baptized;  the  others  are  to  be  baptized 
in  the  near  future.  Bro.  Stuckman  has  labored 
faithfully  while  with  us.  May  God's  blessings  fol- 
low him!— H.  M.  Schwalm. 


South  English,  Iowa. — The  good  work  moves  on 
here.  One  more,  —  a  sister,  —  chose  Christ  as 
her  Savior  and  was  baptized  to-day  after  our 
Bible  meeting.  This  one  had  not  gone  far 
from  her  Father's  house.  Would  to  God  more 
could  be  induced  to  give  their  hearts  to  Christ 
early,  and  their  best  years  to  the  service  of 
Jesus. — S.  F.  Brower,  Feb.  2q. 

Clover,  N.  C— Since  my  report,  last  week,  there 
have  been  five  more  baptized  at  this  place,  and 
two  others  have  made  application  for  member- 
ship, and  will  be  baptized  at  our  next  meeting. 
This  makes  fifteen,  in  all,  that  have  come  out  on 
the  Lord's  side  since  elders  G.  C.  Bowman  and 
C.  H.  Diehl  have  been  preaching  for  us.  The 
meetings  closed  to-day  with  an  increased  interest. 
While  the  brethren  were  with  us,  they  also  attend- 
ed to  the  ordination  of  Bro.  S.  P.  Jones. — G.  A. 
Branscom,  March  4. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— Bro.  James  McCrea  came  to  us 
Feb.  17  and  held  meetings  each  evening  until 
Feb.  23,  when  Eld.  S.  M.  Forney  came.  Both 
brethren  labored  day  and  night.  Bro.  Wm.  Mc- 
Lellan,  of  the  South  Loup  church,  came  Feb.  26. 
Nine  precious  souls  came  out  for  baptism,  but, 
on  account  of  the  cold  weather  and  the  ice  float- 
ing, the  baptism  was  put  off  till  later.  Many  oth- 
ers were  counting  the  cost.  Our  meetings  closed 
with  a  love  feast  March  I,  at  the  writer's  house. 
May  the  whole  Brotherhood  remember  us  in  their 
prayersl— D.  M.  Ross,  March  j. 

Oakland  Church,  Ohio. — This  church  met  in 
regular  quarterly  council  Feb.  19.  Everything 
presented  to  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in  a  very 
pleasant  way.  Bro.  Jeremiah  Katherman  is  our 
delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  The  same  evening 
Bro.  Isaac  Frantz  commenced  preaching  a  series  of 
sermons  to  us,  closing  on  the  evening  of  March 
1.  He  preached  nineteen  sermons  including  one 
children's  meeting.  Sixteen  precious  souls  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  received  into 
church  fellowship  by  baptism.  One  returned  to 
the  fold.  Quite  a  number  were  brought  very  near 
the  kingdom,  and  we  feel  sorry  that  our  dear  broth- 
er could  not  stay  with  us  longer,  as  our  meet- 
ings closed  too  soon.-— John  H.  Christian,  Gettys- 
burg, Ohio,  March  J. 

Harrisonburg,  Va. — I  was  somewhat  surprised 
on  receiving  the  Messenger  this  evening  (Satur- 
day). Upon  examination  I  was  much  gratified 
to  learn  that  I  could  expect  this  to  continue. 
Heretofore  it  did  not  reach  us  until  Monday.  This 
I  consider  a  beneficial  change.  The  latest  paper 
is  usually  read  with  greater  interest  and  it  is 
more  than  likely  that  the  Messenger  will  be 
substituted  for  the  secular  paper  for  Sunday  read- 
ing. The  many  interesting  articles  on  the  various 
doctrinal  subjects  and  especially  the  letters  from 
our  traveling  brethren  and  missionaries  combine  to 
make  the  Messenger  very  entertaining  as  well 
as  a  power  for  good.  May  its  influence  con- 
tinue for  good  and  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
be  glorified!— P.  S.  Thomas,  Feb.  2g. 

Conrad  Grove,  Iowa.— I  spent  a  little  more 
than  a  week  with  the  brethren  and  sisters 
near  this  place,  lecturing  and  preaching.  They 
have  one  minister  living  at  this  point,— Bro.  John 
Cakerice,  whose  companion  has  been  an  invalid 
for  almost  a  year.  This  dear  brother  and  sis- 
ter need  the  prayers  of  God's  children.  They 
have  two  deacons  living  here,— George  J.  Kleine 
and  Jacob  Keefer.  There  seems  to  be  a  good 
opening  for  members  to  settle  in  here.  They 
have  just  got  rid  of  a  heavy  financial  encum- 
brance and  now  have  a  good,  new  church  house 
completed  and  paid  for.  They  are  going  to 
meet  the  call  made  by  the  Mission  Board  of 
the  Middle  District  of  Iowa  for  more  means  to  car- 
ry forward  the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  weath- 
er was  against  us  part  of  the  time,  while  there, 
but  we  trust  our  meetings  were  a  benefit  in 
more  than  one  respect.  One  young  woman  sought 
the  Savior  and  found  him  precious,  and  decided 
to  cast  her  lot  with  us.  —  //:  R.  Taylor,  Delp 
River,  Iowa, 


, 
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-*OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED 

f~  A  Remarkable  Book— There  are  thou- 
sands of  books  that  curse  instead  of  biess  the 
reader.  Even  books,  professedly  religious, 
written  by  prominent  professors  of  Christiani- 
ty, are,  in  many  instances,  so  tainted  with 
human  theory,  that  they  poison  rather  than 
nourish  the  soul. 

1  have  lately  read  and  re-read  a  work  that 
is  worth  its  weight  in  diamonds.  Its  value  is 
not  to  be  computed  by  the  costliest  thing  this 
world  affords.  Its  title  is,  "  The  Angel  and 
the  Vision,"  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co.,  Chi- 
cago, Publishers.  It  unfolds  the  signification 
of  what  Cornelius  saw  and  heard  in  his  home 
in  Cx'sarea,  and  what  Peter  saw  and  heard  on 
the  housetop  at  Joppa.  In  those  marvelous 
manifestations  there  is  a  mighty  and  impera- 
tive lesson  for  to-day.  If  one  thousand  read- 
ers of  the  Messenger,  or  all  of  them  for  that 
matter,  will  read  that  book  according  to  its 
true  spirit  and  intent,  a  wonderful  change 
will  be  wrought  in  our  apprehension  of  Christ 
and  the  work  he  has  given  us  to  do.  It  will 
train  us  to  familiarity  with  our  closets,  bring 
us  to  a  readier  perception  of  the  ministry  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  ministering  angels, 
and  to  understand  the  voice  of  God  in  send- 
ing us  on  our  ho'y  errand  of  winning  souls. 
It  will  prove  a  benediction  to  all  who 
in  the  light  of  the  Cross.. 

The  price  is  Si.oo,     It  can  be  had  of  Bretb 
ren's  Publishing  Company,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 
C.  H.  Balsbaugh 


Pet.  1:8 


nductcd  by  Bro.  David  Lytic,  froi 
:o  a  large  assembly.    Viola  Rau. 


HARSHMAN.— In  th 
ation.  Upper  Middleto 
,  1896,  Daniel  Harshn 
lonths  and  12  days.    ' 

■  standard  bearers. 


irossnickle  congre- 
Valley,  Pa.,  Feb. 
,  aged  78  years,  6 

connected  himself 


ith  the  above  church  at  the  age  of  twenty- 

'o  years.    He  has  been  in  the  service  fifty- 

x  years  and  has  been  a  deacon  about  thirty 

years,    He  was  always  at  his  post  unless  pre- 

=nted  by  sickness.  G.  S.  Harp. 

COOPER.-At  Huntsville,  Ark.,   Mary    C. 

Cooper,  aged  35  years,  9  months  and  1  day. 

Mary  lived  a  consistent  Christian  life. 

She  leaves  a  husband,  four  daughters  and  two 

sons.    Services  conducted  by  Bro.  Jacob  Stock- 

berger,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at 

Huntsville,  from  John  14.  J.  J.  Wassam. 

LANDIS.— In  the  Mt.  Hope  church,  Okla.T., 
Jan.  27,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  sister  Carrie  Lan- 
ahout  24  years  and  9  months.  Shewas 
born  in  Polk  County,  Mo.,  Jan.  13,  1872.  She 
riage  to  F.  B.  Landis,  who 
She  was  a  member  of  the 
church  for  about  four  years,  always  being 
ive  and  firm.  Several  days  before  her 
th  she  called  for  the  elders  of  the  church 
I  was  anointed.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 
:e  little  children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro. 
G.  W.  Landis.  from  2  Co;.  1: 10. 

J.  H.  Brubaker. 


conducted  by 


Bro.  Brice  Sell,  of  Newry,  1 

the      Brethren's    graveyard,     near 

Springs,  Pa.  D.  S.  Re 

SCOTT— In  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  nea 
Onward,  Ind.,  Feb.  21,  1896,  Bro.  James  M 
Scott,  aged  46  years,  6  months  and  17  days 
deceased  united  with  the  church  fou 
s  previous  to  his  departure.  He  leave: 
fe  and  two  children.  Funeral  service! 
held  at  Onward  by  elders  Daniel  Wy 
song  and  Daniel  P.  Shively,  from  Ps.  17:  15. 
W.  B.  Dailey. 
'  DAVY.— At  his  home,  twelve  miles  east  oi 
Covington,  Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1895,  H.  D.  Davy, 
iged  84  years,  4  months  and  3  days.  The 
lame  H.  D.  Davy  stands  very  prominently  in 
the  record  of  our  church  work,  he  being  Mod- 
l  our  Annual  Meeting  for  twelve  con- 
years.  But  few  brethren  among  us 
more  and  did  more  church  work  in 
response  to  calls  or  appointments  by  Annual 


BOWERS.-In  the  Pine  Creek  church^ 
Teegarden,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  2,'  „£■' 
Bro.  George  Bowers,  aged  64  years    1 
ind  22  days.     He  was  a  member  of  the  Br^ 
irvicj. 


ting.    He 


ailed 


r  congre- 


"  Practical  Commentary  on  the  International 
Sunday  School  Lessons  for  1896."  Carefully 
edited  by  specialists  in  the  various  depart 
ments.  The  year's  lessons  in  one  large  oc 
tavo  volume,  bound  in  full  cloth.  Price,  post 
paid,  50  cents.  Size  9%  x  6%  inches,  24c 
pages,  bound  in  Boston  Linen.  A  concise  ex- 
position of  the  Sunday  School  Lessons  for 
1896.  with  questions,  the  teaching  of  the  lesson, 
helpful  thoughts,  practical  applications,  black- 
board exercises,  and  primary  questions  and 
teachings,  also  numerous  maps  and  illustra- 
tions Postpaid  on  receipt  of  price.  Fleming 
-H.  Revell  Co.,  Chicago,  Publishers. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


parry— gruber.- At    Astoria,    111., 

March  I,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  John 
W.  Parry  and  sister  Fannie,  daughter  of  Bro. 
Jacob  Gruber.  M.  J.  McClure. 

NEER-KAYLOR.-At  the  residence  of 
the  bride's  parents,  in  Logan  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  27,  1S96,  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Neer  and  Miss 
Ida  M.  Kaylor.  Abednego  Miller. 

MILLER-POLZINE.-At  the  residence  of 
Bro.  Holtz,  in  Garrison,  Iowa,  Bro.  D.  E.  Mil- 
ler, of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  sister  Rosa 
Polzine,  of  Garrison,  Iowa. 

M.  M.  Sherrick. 

HOOVER-HOOVER.-At  the  residence 
of  the  officiating  minister,  near  Newry.  Blair 
Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  22,  1895.  Bro.  S.  Blair  Hoover 
and  sister  Ella  M.  Hoover,  both  of  Roaring 
Springs,  Blair  Co.,  Pa.  Brice  Sell. 

STRAYER-FYOCK.-At  the  residence  of 
the  officiating  minister,  Eld.  David  Hilde- 
brand,  Nov.  10,  1895,  Mr.  Benjamin  Strayer 
oi  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  sister  Sadie  Fy- 
ock,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.  A.  J.  Strayer 


COMBS.-In  the  Lower  Lost  R 
gation,  Hardy  Co.,  W,  Va.,  Jan.  28 

Pauline  Combs,  aged  80  years.     Funeral 

by  Eld.  L.  D.  Caldwell,  at  the  Newdale 
church  to  a  large  congregation. 

HALTERMAN.-In    the    Lost    River   dis- 
trict, Hardy  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  21,  1896,  sister 
Caroline     V.    Halterman,    aged    51    years,    4 
months  and    15    days.     She  has  been  a  great 
sufferer  for  many  years,  but  bore   it  all  with 
Christian  fortitude.     She  sent  for  the  elders 
to  be  anointed,  but  died  in  a  few    minutes 
after    their   arrival.    Funeral    conducted    by 
Eld.  L.  D.  Caldwell,  at  the  house  of  deceased, 
'  om  t  Thess.  4: 13-15-         J.  F.  Caldwell. 
ROBERSON.-In  the  Germantown  congre- 
«ion,   Franklin   Co.,  Va.,  Eld.  Wm.  Rober- 
in,  aged  61   years,  6  months  and  21   days. 
Deceased  had  been  under  the  hand  of  affl 
icarly  two  years,  but  seemed  to  be 
tion    with    patience.    A    few   wee 
previous  to  his  death,  he  called  for  the  elde 
of  the  church  and    was     anointed.     Funeral 
Feb.  23.    Services  were  improved  by  elde 
Daniel  Peters  and  Riley  Flora,  from  I  Cor.  1 
26-  J.  W.  Ikenberry. 
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:1  ability  and    great    retentive    powers. 
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TRACKLER.-At  McComb,  Ohio,  Jan  «y 
1896,  sister  Anna  Trackler,  aged  57  years,  4 
months  and  29  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1838.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Eve  Poor- 
man.  Her  parents  moved  to  Hancock  Coun- 
ty, same  State,  some  years  later.  She  was 
married  .0  J.  A.  Trackler  April  ,5,  ,860. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  three  sons  and 
five  daughters.  Bro.  Trackler  and  wife  be- 
came members  of  the  German  Baptist  Breth- 
ren church  in  1878.  Sister  Trackler  was  a 
sufferer  from  rheumatism  for  over 
years.  Fo,  ten  years  she  was  not  able  to  walk 
and  for  the  last  two  years  almost  helpless  yet 
she  was  never  heard  to  complain.  The  funer- 
held   at   the    Sugar    Ridge 


SHAFFER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  M 
church,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  8,  1896,  s 
Lucinda  Shaffer  {tier  Lewis),  beloved  wi 
Bro.  Jacob  Shaffer,  aged  47  years,  5  months 
and  2  days.  She  leaves  a  husband,  eight  sons 
and  two  daughters.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number 
of  years.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
brethren  A.  Myers  and  Joseph  Holsopple. 

Harry  Shaffer. 

KIRKPATRICK.-I„  the  Cherry  Grove 
congregation,  111.,  Feb.  27,  1896,  Jacob  Oscar 
of  brother  and  sister  T.  D.  Kirkpatrick] 
9  years,  4  months  and  3  days.  The 
above  came  to  his  death  by  an  accident  in  the 
er.  His  father  was  sawing  a  log.  It 
started  to  roll  and  caught  the  little  boy,  kill- 
him  instantly.  Funeral  discourse  to  a 
large  and  sympathizing  audience,  by  the  writ- 

,  from  Rom.  6:23  and   I   Sam.  20:3,  latter 

ause'  C.  P.  Rowland. 

KRAATZ._In  the  Dallas  Center  church 
Iowa,  Feb.  20,  1896  Frederick  Kraatz,  aged 
79  years,  5  months  and  2  days.  He  was  mar- 
ried twice,— first  in  Germany.    He  raised  elev- 

children  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom  nine  are 

ing.    He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1871. 

:  married  his  second  wife  in  1876.  Both 
united  with  the  German  Baptist  church  in 
SB77.  They  lived  logether  „inete<,n  years 
l-uneral  services  conducted  in  the  German 
language  by  the  writer,  assisted  in  the  English 
language  by  Eld.  R.  F.  McCDne. 

John  Weber. 
ALBRIGHT.-At   Duncansville,    Pa      Feb 
7,  1896,  Jesse  E.  Albright,  aged  2  years.  ' 

ALBRIGHT.-In  the  same  family,  Feb.  ,6, 
1896,  Scotland  Roy  Albright,  aged  4  years  and 
2  months.  These  are  the  children  of  Bro 
Martin  Albright  and  wife.    Both  died  of  diph- 


DAVY.— At  the  same  place,  Feb.  2,  1896, 
Catharine  Bostater  Davy,  wife  of  Eld.  H.  D. 
Davy.  As  she  was  a  sister  to  my  step-mother, 
yet  living,  their  visits  to  our  old  homestead 
were  frequent  in  years  past,  and  were  much 
enjoyed.  For  them  we  felt  a  warm  attach- 
ment-  I.  J.  Rosenberger. 

WEAVER.-In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 
caster  Co.,  Pa..  Feb.  21,  1896,  George  B. 
Weaver,  son  of  brother  George  and  Martha 
Weaver,  aged  1  month  and  3  days,  this  being 
the  fifth  funeral  since  Jan.  4.  One  more  little 
daughter  remains  well  at  this  writing. 

I.  W.  Taylor. 
HORNER.-In  the  Johnstown  congregation. 
Walnut  Grove,  Pa.,  Feb.  22,  1896,  Bro.  Samu- 
el Horner,  aged  76  years,  6  months  and  18 
days.  His  death  was  caused  by  a  paralytic 
stroke.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  David  Hil- 
debrand.  A.  J.  Strayer. 

WAGNER.-At  Ollie,  Iowa,  Feb.  25,  1896, 
Alonzo  Horner,  only  son  of  Philip  and  Mary 
Wagner,  aged  9  months  and  24  days.  Dis- 
ease, membranous  croup.  Short  services  were 
held  at  the  home,  conducted  by  Eld.  John 
Gable.  Mary  Heilman. 

HAGERDON.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Green- 
ount  church,   Pa.,   Feb.   17,   1896,  of   pneu- 
onia  and  heart  trouble,  sister  Sarah  J.  Hager- 
don  {nee  Beahm),  consort  of  John  Hagerdon, 
deceased,  aged  65  years,  1  month  and  3  days 
he  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  church  foi 
number  of  years.     Funeral  services  at  Green 
lount   by  Eld.  Benjamin  Miller,  assisted  by 
Bro.  Hagen.    She  leaves  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
;rs-  Jacob  A.  Garber. 

PETERSON. -In  the  La  Forge  church, 
Mo.,  Feb.  is,  1896,  Levi,  oldest  son  of  Bro. 
Andrew  and  sister  Peterson,  aged  15  years 
ind  12  days.  He  was  hauling  lumber,  when, 
n  some  way  unknown,  the  mules  became 
nghtened  and  ran  away,  throwing  him  off. 
Then,  it  is  supposed,  the  wheel  struck  him  on 
of  the  face,  and  ran  over  his  neck, 
breaking  it  and  causing  almost  instant  death, 
ixpressed  his  intention  of  uniting  with  the 
church  soon,  but,  in  a  moment  of  time,  his 
pportunity  was  gone.  He  was  an  intelligent, 
ustworthy  boy  and  his  loss  is  deeply  felt  by 
is  parents,  sisters,  little  brother  and  all  who 
new  him.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Ira  P. 
Eby,  from  John  14:2,  assisted  by  Bro.  Daniel 
Lotah.  Minta  A.  Eby. 

ROSS.— At  Concordia,  Kans.,  Jan.  23,  1896, 
of  whooping-cough  and  pneumonia,  Edith 
May,  twin  daughter  of  friend  Anson  and  sister 
Sarah  Ross. 

ROSS.— In  the  same  family,  Feb.  8,  1896, 
of  whooping-cough  and  meningitis,  Edith 
Myrtle,  aged  9  months.  This  is  the  remaining 
twin  daughter  of  the  above-named  parents. 
Funeral  services  postponed. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Shomber. 


:h  for  thirty  years.     Funu.. 
by  the  writer.  Jacob  Hilder„„„, 

WHEELER.— In  the  Mound  Valleych 

Okla.,  Jan.  23,  1896,  crushed  by  a  falling  . 

Bro.  John  C.  Wheeler,  aged  32  years,  6  mmS 

than  a  year  ago  he  „,„«„ 

~  .«.,,   .....u..,.    „e  united  with  the  church 

in   November  and   made   many  friends  he,, 

during  his  short  stay.    He  leaves  a  wife     a 

two  children.    Funeral  service  by  Eld.  Mai 

Ennis-  Anna  L.  Herren   ' 

FRY.— In  the  Roann  congregation,  Miam, 

Co.,    Ind.,  Feb.  28,   1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Fry,  aL, 

73  years,  3  months  and  25  days.    He  was  a 

of  the  Brethren  church  f„, 

about  twenty  years.    He  leaves  a  lonely  w|a. 

sister, — and  six  children.    Funeral  oc 

improved    and    conducted    by    Frank 

Fisher  and  the  writer.       David  Swihart. 

BUCK.-In  the  bounds  of  the  Virdigris 
:hurch,  Kans.,  Jan.  12,  1896,  Jacob  Buck,  aged 
69  years,  8  months  and  21  days.  Deceased 
was  born  in  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he  was 
chosen  to  the  ministry.  He  emigrated  to 
Kansas  at  an  early  date.  He  located  with  his 
family  near  Emporia,  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Cottonwood  church,  which  was,  at  the  time 
the  only  organized  church  of  the  Brethren  in 
Kansas.  Bro.  Buck  did  much  for  the  Master 
sowing  the  seeds  of  His  doctrine  in  many 
places.  Having  received  charge  of  a  num- 
ber of  churches,  in  after-years  he  traveled 
his  own  expense  with  team  and 
laking  a  circuit  of  several  hundred 
1  single  trip.  Few.  have  done  more, 
s  an  aged  wife,  three  sons  and  three 
.  They  have  the  sympathies  and 
if  many  brethren  and  sisters  who 
knew  him.  Services  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
G.  W.  Garst,  from  Rev.  14:  13. 

W.  H.  Leaman. 
STUDEBAKER.-At  Ada,  Ohio,  Feb.  2, 
1896,  Clayton  A.  Studebaker,  aged  24  years, ' 
3  months  and  26  days.  He  leaves  a  sorrowing 
father  and  mother,  three  brothers  »~a  v*Q 
sisters.  He  had  made  no  profession  bt'4  had 
many  friends.  He  was  a  student  of  the  col- 
lege at  Ada  Ohio.  Funeral  conducted  by 
Bro.  A.  G.  Crosswhite  and  the  writer. 
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MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Northwestern   Kansas   and   Northern 
Colorado. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northwestern 
Kansas  and  Northern  Colorado,  will  be  held 
in  the  M.  E.  church,  Portis,  Kans.,  Thursday, 
April  23,  1896.  The  District  Meeting  is  to  be 
held  on  Friday,  April  24,  1896,  at  the  same 
place.  Those  coming  over  the  Rock  Island 
1.  to  Smith  Center  will  please  write  to 
Charles  Lammy,  or  Bro.  William  Nailor, 
at  Ojsis,  Kans.,  who  wilt  meet  them.  Those 
coming  over  the  Missouri  Pacific  to  Portis, 
will  be  met  by  notifying  Bro.  Isaac  S.  Lerew, 
Portis,  Kans. 


OR  ministerial  meeting. 

1.  A  discussion  of  verses  34  and  35  of  chap- 
ter 20  of  Acts  of  the  Apostles.— John  R.  Gar- 
ber, D.  H.  Weaver,  George  M.  Throne,  Jacob 
Harnish,  P.  B.  Porter. 

2.  "  What  is  the  Signification  of  the  Prayer- 
covering?  "— S.  L.  Myers,  J.  F.  Cline,  B.  B. 

tmer,  F.  M.  Peck,  Daniel  Bowman. 
"What  are  the    Factors    and   how   Ob- 
:d  that  Lead  to  a  Prosperous  Church?"— 
John  Wertz,  G.  W.   Crissman,   Lewis  Lerew, 
John  Brower,  W.  B,  Himes. 

'Our  Sisters,  their  Responsibilities,  Du- 
ind  Privileges  in  the  Different  Lines  of 
Church  Work."— John  Hollinger,  D.  M.  Click, 
D.  R.  Myers,  Daniel  Smith,  D.  Holsinger. 

5.  "Why  I  Belong  to  the  Church  of  the 
Brethren."— C.  S.  Holsinger,  L.  W.  Fitzwater, 
W.  Lugenbeel,  Levi  Whisler  and  An- 

"  The  Sunday  School,  its  Aim,  its  Litera- 
and  how  to  be  Used."— A.  C.   Daggett, 
Lewis  Hoff,  Chester  Daggett,  Charles  Lammy, 
~:ster  Hildreth. 

Subject  of  sermon  at  night,  "  The  Church  of 
God  and  its  Promises."— S.  M.  Goughnour. 
John  Wagner,     ) 
Daniel  Bowman,  i  Committee. 
D.  W.  Stoner,       ) 

John  Hollingbr, 
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horn  District  ot  Indiana,  In  the  Ar- 
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$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

i'oK  25  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  fi 
vvuu  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com 
pound  (horb  form)  containing  the  medical  proper 
ties  of  a  full  size  11,00  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup 
Until  March  1, 1896.  we  make  a  special  low  oft 
les.  Write 
stamps  will  get 
Syrup  Compound 


Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-illustra 
;d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
US  t0  "S3  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Aprnnd    Wisconsin 
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Almanac  fo 
Yours  very  truly. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


nmdi-r.it-  .  v.uwik  in  ,»';  ' 


"t  underneath.    First' 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-A  large,  relig 
weekly— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  theii 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


Lvllle  Creek  church, ' 


',  M-.   Kansi 


Remember  We  Are  Busy 


Link  Stays,  Sta- 
ples, Ratchets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fence,  Lawn,  Farm 

rite  us  for  prloes  and  catalogue. 
THE  HOLLINGEK  FENCE  CO., 

Greenville,  Ohio. 


4  P  M-,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 
HP  M.,  Monitor  church,  Kans. 
1  17^  at  2  P.  M.,  Naperville  church,  III.  | 
d  20,  atl  P.  M.,  Cherry  Grove  ohurcl 


.  M., 


Hill,  Jefferson  Co 

KemhU!>' 


I  desire  to  inform  the  Brethren 
that  1  have  for  sale 

CHOICE 

i  POLAND*  CHINA*  SWINE 

Of  Both  Sexes,— Not  Akin. 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.    This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 1  aooO  SOWSi  Breii  pr|ces 

teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and  FRANK 

should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach  I     * 
of  our  people. 

1Ilum    *    so 


Address: 
I  4U3 


O.  E.  FRANK, 

Pleasant  Home, 


AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 


Single 

^copies 


..ADVERTISEMENTS* 


,0  (5  a  day.  People  come  to  your  house  f< 
Something  that  Is  wanted  by  every  man,  wc 
and  child.  Agents  write  that  It  is  more  tha: 
slaimforit.  It  retails  for  ft  cents,  10  cents  a 
:ents;  loo  per  cent  profit  to  you,  and  a  nice 
viinkT  watch  or  calendar  clock  or  an  alarm  v 
frith  the  goods  (a  novelty  for  agents).  Se: 
lent  stamp  for  sample,  etc.,  or  26  cents  for  a  c 
samples  that  retail  for  CO  cents.  We  deliver  nil 
prepaid.  Address:  Rose  Jelly  Co..  New  Mld- 
M-.-iliTick  Co.,  Md.  10ta 


Just  What  You  Want! 


,-vldi. 


ve  address,  6  months 


Brethren's  Settlement,  Howard  Co. 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  free 
on  application.  . 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac — Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


low. 

Ohio. 

Ind. 

ill    nnd 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 
Hard  to  take  care  of,  and  out  ol  date.    Your  calves  will 
grow  up  without  horns  II  you  use  BHAYTON'S  CER- 
TAIN HORN  PREVENTER,  a  chemical  compound  to 
nt  the  Growth  of  horns.    It   is   sure.    Thousands 
„*,,!  ,1  ui.l  would  not  be  without  It.    Price,  75  cents 
,Ottle,  sent   prepaid   to  any  address  in  the  United 
a  on  receipt  ol  price.    Agents  wanted  everywhere  al 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
anced  classes,  ft  contains  the  lesson  text, 
ind  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


•All  tat  Wostem  Tun  Lands. 


1 1:1,1 


mi,! 


v  li.. 


Special  Features— New  and  original  Diagrams 
Journey  Maps,  Map  Drills,  simple  and  complete  Out 
lilies,  new  Outline- Harmony,  etc. 

Now  is  the  time  to  use  these  helps  with  vmn  |Sumia 
school  lessons  until  luly  1,  or  in  a  special  Bible  Class. 

Warmly  endorsed  by  Bible  workers  ol  other  denomim 


Single  subscription,  one  year 


the 


:  of 


illus 


:e  "Corn  Belt"  .- 
.....d  monthly  newspaper  published  by  the 
Chicago  Burlington  St  Cmincy  R.  R.  It  aims 
t  ■  give  information  in  an  interesting  way  about 
the  farm  lands  of  the  West.  Send  twenty-five 
cents  in  postage  stamps  to  the  Corn  Bill,  209 
Adams  Street,  Chicago,  and  the  paper  will  be 
sent  to  your  address  for  one  year. 


New- 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year, 10  cents 

1  copies,  per  quarter ■  '  "**c     . 

0  copies  and  OTer, ■* 


Norm 


classes  and  Sunday  schools. 

A  Few  Opinions. 


Mi.~  Union  (,-,-/,,'  .\V:<'.,   O ■::  '■■'■»:■',  > '^'' 

You  have  done  a  grand  uoud  work.  -Aldine  S,  Ktcffer. 
Editor  Musical  Million,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately. 
Chart,  about  3  It.  by  &  it.,  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.  Price,  7S  cents;  book, 
flexible  cloth,  40  cents;  both  together,  $1.    All  prepaid. 

An  Ar;ENT  wanted  fitno  in  every  onitfregalion.     Liberal 


Mcpherson  college, 

Mcpherson,  Kansas. 


of  which  isc 
ise  lands  1  oQ 


I>EPAHTMKNTs:-CoIlegiato,  Normal,  Prepara- 
tory, Commercial,  Stenography,  Type-writing. 
Musical,  and  Biblical.    Spring  Term  begins  April 

The  Normal  Department  is  recognized  by  the  State 
Board  of  Education  and  Us  course  leads  to  a  State  Di- 
ploma.    Seventy-eight   students   teach   in   one  County 

The  prolessors  are  all  specialists  In  their  departments 
and  the  instruction  is  lirst  class. 

You  can  here  obtain  a  complete  course  ol  instruction 
without  going  elsewhere  to  complete  it. 

Students  can  enter  almost  any  time  and  find  classes  tc 


it   North- 


ID  n  hardwood  timber 
ered  with  a  splendid  growth 
;,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  and 


e  specially  adapted  for 
v  nnd  all  kinds  of  grain, 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.-Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con^ 

No.  pbb  p- 

1402  Four  Design 
1815  Four  Design: 


16,  flowered  t 

e  gilt  edge,  s 


;.iie  close  proximity  in 
luth  nnd  West  Super! 
rate  for  shipping  of  gri 
per  hundred.  The  lai 
crocks  and  streams, 
elmr,  and  no  trace  of 
the  water  or  soil.  Pie 
purposes,  fenee.-  aim 

exclusively  f< 


eof 


the  Brethren. 

land-buyers,  no 

)  acres  and  *SQ.O 


Ton 


r  tin 


SJED  POTATOES  jr 


ill  way  down,— beiow  New  York  firms. 
Address:  THEO.  HEIPLE,  Seedsman, 
Boucher,  Pa, 


ig  pure  an. 


1   the 


Frosted,  extra  fine,  size  4x6, 

..„.  Embossed  Designs,  size  4xfl, 

1280  Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  4x7, .  .  ■' 

Embossed  KLowors,  rtl/.n -ixd ' 

Embossed   Landscape   and    Flowers, _ 


1U0  acres  or  muio. 

For  further  information  apply   t. 
Theo.  F.Koch,  176  E  3d  St.,  St,  Paul,  Minn.,  u  , 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis, Mln 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

HH305  S.  Charte^J^ore,  Md. 

pTnltr*    Game   and   FruUi.   Special- 


1281  Embossed,  extm  Hne,  size  8Jr£x5& .  ■®C'"V"" 
1287  Birds  and  I.iiinli'i'np",  h1/.'<;sx.V  j,  ■  ■  •  .  16  cent  . 
100,1  Birds  and  Lini'l^np"  s i /.o  :i -vf-j1  a,  .  .  .  -loCen  B. 
l/si  jjiruuttiii  a,x6W, .  U  cents. 
1285  Flowers  ami  Laud-eap.',  »i"  ■(>«»».  «„nt- 
1293  Birds  and  I.findr.ciip*".Bl/.e;il^^/4.'  ■  -»iu""  • 
1291  Fine  Bcenery,  size  3^x6!^, cen 

PER  PACKAGE  Of  50  OAED8. 

000  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De-^  ^^ 
825^8LandVcape'andBlrds,Bize2x3%,.  .  .SOoents, 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  thai 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday   School   Supplies. -We   keep   any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 
tised  here. 
«montB.  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  .  .*   » 


a  primers,  with  fine  engravings,  per  doz- 
A, „':,;;,  pictorial  chart  of  each  lesson, 


,„  „..-o.    No  Ratche    . 

I  flange     Send  for  circular  and  prlcei 

1  HATCHET  CO.,  81  Bbawuoe  St.,  Day- 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -   Sire,  5X^7  inches. 
This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 
CHAPTER  1. 

1  I7ienCT*aJoair*/ .^y^'  ';';^";/,'Vr',r'^','',''-''/'.'.,^'Xv'/',; 

I)  lu.  n'Vi'.T'vJv.  11  /','  iiH<j,liiiUa"««l'  "'e 
rnHB  book  of  the  *  generation  of 
J_  Je'ijus  Chrlat,  '  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  c  the  eon  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  <■  A'brft-ham  begat  l'?aaci  and 
•I'eaao  begat  Ja'cQb;  and  / Ja'CQb 
begat  Ja'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "Ju'das  begot  Pha'res  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha' mar;    and  ''Pha'res 


„,„  gather  lined  10  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  lor  the  price  on  the 
market.  It  is  our  selection 
!g  the  Bibles,  and  the  one 
,,,,,1,1    recommend    aboro 


per  quarter, 
Other  Helpe.-We  are  prepared  to  fnrnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  us 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Address,  mmUt  prjBUamna  Co., 

Ml,  Morris,  111 


$4.00. 


s  ...a  Jo  call  for  No.  1R3&  when  you  order. 

Him,  WlXUm  Pl'BLlSillSG  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  III 


1 7b 


CHE    GOSPEL    MESSB1TGBE,. 


March  14, 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. —  Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


fiv,  ANNOUNCEMENTS- 


DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


OF   INTEREST   TO  HOWE- 
SEEKING  BRETHREN. 


ALL 

The  Colonies  of  Brethren  in 
North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along  the 
Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 

And  that  the  Undersigned  will 
be  glad  to  answer  all  inquiries 
concerning 

FREE 

Government  Lands,  subject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

fiS"Brethren  and  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our  colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 
me  and  I  will  beglad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX   BASS, 
220  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


Manchester  College.... 
The  Bible  School. 


If  You   Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    thi 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 


ivhlch    traverse   these 
nil  streams  and  lakes, 


wells  of  drinking  > 


,  find  coal  costs  I 

bat  arc  tillable, 
rage  ..f  tvvtmtv  b 

tlemonl 
•rngu   per 

l  failure  of  ( 


-ltirinr.il    ill    l*MI, 


IIUl.    III. 


eo,  for  die  Spring 
ol?  Don't  hesitate, 
alii  itt  Hit'  bottom? 


;■>< 


Planting  Trees 

In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  Cal, 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


dress,  W.  A.  Dickey.  Nead.  Miami  Cu.,  lnd,  itl. 

JS&'Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

Everybody  who  has  a  corn  can  dispos 
Bending  for  a  lU-eent  box  of  DUBBEL'S  1 
QUICK  CORN  CUBE,  tbe  oliampion  off 


hree  applications  r 
)  greatest  remedies 


i  I'uinmNsloner,  N.  P.  R. 


i  Liy 


1  Bowe 


Ittle  ) 


Constipation.    Agents  wanted    in  every  localii 
agents  can  make  from  J3.00  to  to.oo  per  ds 
e  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 
8.  E.  DUBBEL  4  CO.,  Proprietors, 
Waynesboro.  Franklin  Co  .  f 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
ilation,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
hnutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
ix,  containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 


nly  25  c 


i  thisofho 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite" 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
thai  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  lames 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro 
)umter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
bly   impressed.     Price,    post-paid,  $1.25.    To 

AddVbesrtbifofficeSpeCia     te""S    l°    agtmtS" 


They  Are  Coming 

era!  families  of  Brethren  from  Qkl 


...READY  IN  10  DAYS... 

Outlines  of  Bible  Lessons" 

Given  at  Mt.  Morris,  January,  '96. 


■ft  Trout;  Mis- 

,  J.   E.  Miller; 

i.  Royer. 

its;  two  copies, 

is  less  tban  5U 

ihould  go  Into 

GRANT  MAHAN, 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 
Tbe  proceeds  realized  from  the  sale  of  these 
outlines  over  and  above  the   cost    of    publishing 
>  the  Missionary 


Brethern's 

Plain  Clothing  i 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
"  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
.pplication.  Our  rules  for  self, 
ment  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co,, 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


g   Here  Again  for  1896 

afl    C.  C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  100  pages  8xio 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 
t  quality  ol  paper.     It  is  really  the  finest  book  of  its 
is  published.     Price,  15  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER. Freeport.  111.,  TJ.  S.  A.  ,gmfi 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  aud  Brooder 

efy  self-regulating, 


Finely  illustrated 
ague  free,  AUth<--j, 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO,,  Freeport,  111.,  U.S.k 


DUBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure.   » 

Is  the  best,  the  most   prompt,   and   the  n>ost  effective^ 
on  led  v  lot  ■  i.  ri.ii|i.      It  is   Hn-    remedy   ynu    iv.mt   ..,,  ,„«  ' 
children,  and  in  times  ol  emergency  yon  must,  forNlJieir 
;ake,  have  it  on  hand.     It  is  equally  as  good  for  Coughs, 
:olds.  Irritation  ol  the  Throat  and  Lungs.  Tightness  on 

ms  drugs;  can  he  givan  to  the  youngest  child  without  a 


i  of  i 


the  i 


S     Teach. 

'.he  15.  .t.i^. 
(coarse  print,  tvjie  editu, 
and    fully  expUiiiin^    imv. 

can  O.llMSient  I  y  retail  Bible 

wholesale  prices,  EKEE. 

!   follow 


li.'j:  'leS-'TI  I 


S"iig  Honk   and 
d  singing  teach- 

;ood  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 
Iress:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 


You  Need  It! 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 


have  won  the  confidence  oi  thousands  ol  people,  who  t< 
day  tell  us  that  in  all  their  experience  they  have  neve 
used  a  preparation  equal  to  it.  We  have  on  file  man 
testimonials  lor  it.  It  is  sold  stnct'yon  its  merits.  "N 
cure,  no  pay."    Retail  price.  25  cents  per  bottle. 

If  there  is  no  agent  in  your  locality  write  for  speci? 
C.  C.  C.  offer  at  once;  don't  delay  a  day.  Special  induce 
ments  lor  lamilies  for  a  short  time  only,  are  given  to  hel] 
get  this  great  child-saving  remedy  introduced  into  ever 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

IE.  handsome  Map  of  the  United  Stat 


WAYNE  COUNTY  HEED 

POLAND-CHINAS 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  ana 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  Instant  reliet. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  om 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 
DR.  HI.  J.  -WORST, 
Patent  applied  ior.  ash  LAN  D,  OH  IO. 


The  Gospel  Messenger, 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-PMl.  /.•  i7. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  21,  1896. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Pulllshed  Weekly,  at  SI. CO  per  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 


Iceland  has  a  population  of  about  72,000  souls, 
and  a  very  large  majority  of  them  are  professing 
Christians.  The  Bible  is  diligently  studied,  and  the 
people  are  said  to  have  a  better  average  culture 
than  those  of  Europe.  The  children  do  not  receive 
an  education  in  schools,  but  are  educated  at  home 
by  their  parents.  They  have  287  churches,  of 
which  12  are  of  stone,  256  of  wood,  and  29  are 
made  of  turf.  The  buildings  ar*e  very  plain 
throughout.  There  are  said  to  be  but  few  persons 
on  the  island  who  cannot  read  and  write.  They  are 
the  most  peaceable  people  known  on  the  globe,  and 
have  no  use  for  armies  or  navies.  Their  long  winter 
evenings  are  spent  in  study,  and  they  avail  them- 
selves of  such  mental  and  spiritual  exercise  as  tend 
to  develop  them  both  mentally  and  spiritually. 


Not  long  since  there  died  in  Chicago  a  pauper 
who  at  one  time  was  worth  millions  of  dollars. 
Years  ago  he  went  to  Arizona  and  fell  into  posses- 
sion of  a  gold  mine  that  brought  him  millions 
upon  millions  of  money.  He  reveled  in  lux- 
ury, vice  and  extravagance.  Even  fast  people  were 
dazed  at  the  way  he  wasted  money.  To  him  a 
mrilion  dollars  was  only  a  small  matter.  But 
lt  was  all  for  his  own  personal  gratification.  Not 
c°ntent  with  his  princely  income,  he  went  to 
gambling  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  in  a 
short  time  he  lost  everything  he  possessed,  and 
was  glad  to  take  a  humble  position  in  a. hotel  at 
Sl7  a  month.  He  grieved  over  his  fate,  but  it  was 
to°  late  to  repent  with  profit.  He  drifted  to  the 
Poor-house,  and  when  he  died  his  body  was  num- 

"ed  among  the  paupers.  With  care  in  a  wise  use 
°fhis  enormous  wealth  his  name  might  have  gone 

°wn  to  future  generations  covered  with  honor. 
tj  Could  have  erected  and  endowed  an  institu- 
j'°n  of  teaming  that  would  have  proved   a  bless- 

s  to  the  world  for  centuries  to  come.     He  could 


founded 


ndow 


orphan's  home 
where  thousands  of  children  might  have  been 
cared  for  and  fitted  for  life.  Or  he  could  have  set 
apart  millions  for  the  support  of  a  great  mission- 
ary movement  that  would  have  carried  the  Gos- 
pel to  hundreds  of  places  in  heathen  lands.  But 
he  lost  all  of  these  opportunities  and  went  to  the 
grave  ruined  in  body,  mind  and  soul.  Woe  unto 
those  who  put  their  trust  in  riches. 


There  is  said  to  be  a  tree  in  Burmah  known  as 
the  "  Burning  Tree."  It  is  also  called  the  "  For- 
bidden Tree."  It,  however,  bears  no  fruit.  In 
size  it  is  scarcely  more  than  a  bush,  and  those  who 
know  its  nature  cannot  be  induced  to  touch  it. 
If  one  should  touch  even  a  leaf  he  will  ex- 
perience a  burning  pain  for  weeks.  Dogs  touching 
it  run  and  yelp.  A  horse  that  came  in  contact 
with  a  burning  tree  ran  like  a  mad  animal,  biting 
everything  it  could  reach.  It  is  shunned  by  both 
man  and  beast.  We  wonder  if  there  are  not 
some  people  in  this  world  whose  unkind  words, 
actions  and  looks  make  them  a  burning  tree  or 
shrub  in  the  community,  church  and  family,  to 
be  shunned  by  both  man  and  beast!  Their  unkind 
words  on  entering  the  heart  may  produce  pain 
for  days  and  even  months. 


While  the  Bible  was  not  primarily  intended  ; 
physical  protection,  it  nevertheless  has  ser 
that  purpose  in  a  few  instances  in  behalf  of 
those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  carrying  the  Word  up- 
on their  person.  A  clergyman  speaking  at  a  re- 
cent meeting  in  London,  stated  that  20  years  before 
he  was  in  a  convention  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  and 
that  after  the  meeting  a  gentleman  handed  him  a 
small  Bible  with  a  round  hole  in  one  of  the  covers. 
On  examining  the  book  more  closely  the  hole 
was  found  to  extend  nearly  through  the  volume. 
The  gentleman  said  that  he  was  one  time  preach- 
ing in  a  very  rough  part  of  the  country,  and 
that  after  one  of  the  services  in  a  farm  house  he 
placed  his  Bible  in  his  breast  pocket,  got  into  his 
cart  and  started  home.  On  the  way  he  saw  a 
flash,  heard  a  report  of  a  gun  or  pistol,  and  felt 
something  strike  him.  He  feared  that  he  was 
shot  though  he  felt  no  pain  at  the  time.  Short- 
ly afterwards  he  found  a  hole  in  his  overcoat  and 
then  a  bullet  imbedded  in  his  Bible.  It  had 
stopped  at  that  part  where  it  reads:  "  Father, 
keep  them  through  thy  own  name."  He  felt  that  for 
one  time  his  Bible  had  saved  his  life,  and  if  he  re- 
mained faithful  to  its  teachings  he  could  rest 
assured  that  it  would  also  result  in  the  saving  of  his 
soul.  

We  try  to  teach  the  members  of  the  church  that 
while  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion, 
including  the  rites,  ceremonies  and  ordinances, 
remain  the  same  through  all  generations,  yet 
the  methods  of  executing  some  of  these  principles 
must  necessarily  vary  in  different  ages  and  under 
different  circumstances.  It  is  difficult  to  get 
some  people  to  comprehend  this.  And  yet  it 
is  equally  hard  to  get  them  to  understand  that, 
while  the  principles  for  sustaining  life  and  get- 
ting along  in  this  world  remain  about  the  same, 
still  every  generation  brings  changes  to  which 
we  must  adjust  our  methods.  This  is  now  clearly 
seen  in  the  use  of  forces  to  propel  street-cars, 
etc.  It  is  said  that  the  introduction  of  electric 
railways  has  thrown  nearly  300,000  horses  out  of 
use.  To  feed  that  number  of  animals  required 
45,000,000  bushels  of  corn  and  oats  each  year. 
This  will  be  a  great  loss  to  the  farmer.    To  carry 


this  grain  from  the  farmers  to  the  cities  would  have 
required  65  000  cars.  This  is  the  loss  to  the 
railroads.  So  one  change  after  another  comes  and 
goes,  and  the  wise  man  will  adjust  his  methods 
accordingly,  and  may  succeed  in  making  a  good 
living  and  doing  good  to  others.  But  the  fool- 
ish man  will  spend  his  time  complaining,  saying 
that  times  are  not  as  they  used  to  be,  and  the  world 
is  all  going  to  ruin.  Happy  is  the  man  who  can 
accept  these  changes,  do  what  is  right,  and 
continue  to  trust  God  for  the  rest. 


The  Popular  Science  News  relates  the  following: 
"A  traveler  visiting  Colombia  found  a  species 
of  water  hyacinth  which  he  greatly  admired  and 
consequently  brought  some  bulbs  back  to  his  home 
in  New  Orleans,  placing  them  in  tubs  in  his  front 
yard.  In  less  than  two  years  patches  of  the  flower 
appeared  in  the  Bayou  St.  John;  in  the  next 
year  the  Bayou  was  so  choked  with  the  plant 
that  navigation  was  impeded.  At  the  present  time 
it  may  be  found  a  hundred  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  New  Orleans,  and  has  overrun  the 
water  courses  so  as  to  become  a  nuisance.  In 
Louisiana  the  climate  and  conditions  ha 
it  and  developed  it  into  a  flourish 
while  in  Colombia  it  was  nothing  more  than  a 
harmless  flowering  plant  growing  in  tubs."  This 
lesson  may  apply  religiously  to  the  churches 
that  have  permitted  the  supposed  harmless,  char- 
itable secret  societies  to  eet  a  foothold  in  them,' 
and  are  now  suffering  from  the  result.  The 
atmosphere  of  Protestantism  is  just  suited  to  the 
growth  of  these  secret  orders,  and  they  are  sap- 
ping the  very  life  out  of  the  churches.  Our 
people  should  take  warning  and  renew  their  oppo- 
sition to  secrecy. 
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BRUMBAUGH'S  OL1MPSES   FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 

Number  Thirty-Six. 

The  Fountain  (at  Jericho)  is  a  most  beautiful 
basin  of  clear,  sparkling  water,  well-stocked  with 
large  and  fine-looking  fish,  lazily  swimming  to  and 
fro,  as  if  enjoying  the  warm  rays  of  the  morning 
sun.  The  stream  gushes  out  from  beneath  large 
limestone  rocks,  but  is  confined  within  a  large  ba- 
sin by  being  surrounded  with  a  solid  stone  wall. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  water  here  to  supply  quite 
a  city,  and  of  sufficient  elevation  to  be  profitably 
utilized  by  the  present  city,  had  the  people  enough 
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still  shown,  but,  unfortunately  for  us,  the  sycamore 
tree  in  which  he  climbed  was  cut  down  some  years 
ago. 

As  we  were  returning  from  the  Fountain,  on  look- 
ing back,  we  saw,  beyond  the  ancient  ruins,  the 
Mountain  of  Temptation,  on  which,  it  is  supposed, 
Christ  was,  after  the  baptism,  and  in  the  tempta- 
tion. On  the  mountain  there  are  three  peaks  or 
heads,  the  middle  one  being  the  place  where  the 
temptation  was  presented  by  Satan.  At  the  time, 
a  light  shower  of  rain  was  falling  and  the  tops  of 
the  two  outside  mounts  were  spanned  by  a  beauti- 
ful and  bright  rainbow,  forming  a  perfect  circle  or 
arch  over  the  Mount  of  Temptation.  It  seemed  to 
us  to  be  a  very  remarkable  coincidence,  thus  form- 
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ing  a  perfect  halo  of  beauty  and  glory  over  and 
above  the  place  of  so  much  note.  We  cannot  ex- 
press the  feelings  that  came  to  us  as,  with  a  con- 
tinued gaze,  we  beheld  the  wonderful  spectacle. 

At  8:  30  we  again  entered  our  carriages  for  the 
return  trip,  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  have  been  as  pleasant  as  the  outgoing  one, 
but,  because  of  the  inexperience  and  downright 
stupidity  of  our  drivers,  part  of  the  trip  was  made 
very  undesirable  indeed.  If  there  is  any  one  thing 
about  which  these  people  are  especially  ignorant, 
it  is  the  caring  for,  use,  and  driving  of  horses. 
They  can  man.ige  the  driving  of  cows  and  oxen 
fairly  well,  but  when  they  come  to  horses  they  man- 
ifest more  ignorance  than  do  the  animals  them- 
selves. On  our  return,  we  had  a  heavy  upward 
grade,  and  they  had  the  horses  so  badly  balked 
that  though  we  all  walked,  it  was  only  with  a  con- 
tinued series  of  whipping  and  clubbing  that  they 
succeeded  in  getting  the  empty  carriages  to  the 
top  of  the  hill.  Had  we  been  able  to  use  their 
language  we  would  all  have  had  a  speech  to  make 
or  an  exhortation  to  give,  but  as  it  was,  quietness 
seemed  to  be  the  better  part  of  prudence,  and  we 
left  them  have  their  own  way,  bad  as  it  was,  and  by 
high  noon  we  again  entered  the  Holy  City,  well 
pleased  with  our  Jordan  excursion. 

And  now,  what  more  shall  we  say?  All  that  we 
have  said  are  only  glimpses,  indeed,  of  Ihe  many 
things  of  interest  in  and  about  the  place  of  so 
many  sacred  associations;  and  did  we  not  fear 
wearying  the  patience  of  our  readers,  paper  after 
paper  might  be  added  in  describing  the  scenes  of 
Bible  note.  Before  leaving,  however,  we  must  do, 
assays  the  Psalmist:  "Walk  about  Zion,  and  go 
round  about  her.  Mark  well  her  bulwarks,  consid- 
er her  palaces  "  that  we  may  tell  it  to  others  who 
would  know  some  of  the  things  pertaining  to  this, 
the  city  of  David. 

The  fourth  and  last  Sunday  of  our  stay  in  the 
city  we  spend  in  attending  the  Episcopal  church 
service,  which,  to  us,  is  always  cold  and  formal,  as 
all  worshiping  God  by  clearly-defined  and  set  rules 
is.  Our  very  soul  protests  against  so  much  formal- 
ity. It  is  not  at  all  in  harmony  with  the  ministry 
of  Christ,  nor  of  his  precepts  when  he  says:  They 
that  would  worship  me,  must  be  in  the  spirit.  It 
must  not  be  dead  lip-service,  but  the  outpouring  of 
warm,  consecrated  hearts. 

Later  in  the  day  we  took  our  last  walk  down 
through  Christian  Street  and  among  the  Jews,  who 
were  all  astir,  driving  sharp  bargains  in  their  wont- 
ed places  of  business.  Farewell,  down-trodden  Is- 
rael! May  the  time  soon  come  when  it  may  be  said 
to  thee:  "  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperi- 
ty within  thy  palaces!  "  This  can  only  be  when 
their  literal  and  spiritual  blindness  shall  be  re- 
moved, their  lepers  healed,  and  their  maimed  be 
made  to  walk  and  leap. 

In  the  evening,  as  the  sun  was  slowly  lowering 
towards  the  surrounding  Judean  hills,  we  went  to 
the  roof  of  our  hotel,  where  we  had  a  grand  view  of 
the  city  and  its  surroundings,  and  as  it  was  to  be 
our  last  look,  it  was  a  time  of  unusual  interest  to 
us.  Though  the  time  for  our  departure  had  come, 
and  we  knew  that  anxious  hearts  were  praying  for 
our  return  homeward,  yet  we  felt  a  binding  cord  to 
this  place  of  so  many  hallowed  associations,  and 
as  we  took  our  last  look,  just  as  the  last  lingering 
rays  of  setting  sun  kissed  the  glistening  spires  of 
the  churches  and  mosques,  the  thought  came  to  us, 
No  more  shall  we  see  this  earthly  city,  now  in  deso- 
lation and  trodden  by  unhallowed  feet,  but  may  we 
not  hope  to  see  the  New  Jerusalem  when  the  idola- 
trous will  no  more  sway  the  iron  rod  of  oppression, 
and  the  inhabitants  will  be  neither  Jew  nor  Gentile, 
but  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus!  A  few  moments  were 
spent  in  silent  meditation,— the  sun  has  lowered  be- 
hind the  hills,  and  while  the  twilight  curtain  hangs 
in  its  varied  hues,  and  finally  fades  away,  we  take 
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our  very  last  look,  and  descend  to  our  apartments 
below.  Still  later  we  go  to  the  Union  Christian 
Mission  Home,  and  enjoy  a  social  prayer  meeting 
with  these  dear  friends.  Then  we  give  the  parting 
hand  and  return  for  a  last  night's  rest  in  our  Jeru- 
salem home.  The  day  is  one  that  we  shall  long  re- 
member as  being  one  of  peculiar  interest. 

TO  JAFFA  AND  THE  SEA. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  we  were  astir,  and  by 
eight  o'clock  were  on  our  way  to  Jaffa  for 
Egypt.  Our  road  led  through  the  ravines  and 
over  the  hills,  at  times  touching,  or  alongside, 
the  old  Jaffa  road  that  has  been  a  high- 
way for  pilgrims,  the  surrounding  villagers  and 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  all  lands.  Even  to- 
day, with  the  railroad  advantages  now  afforded, 
long  trains  of  camels  with  their  burdens  of  grains 
and  wares,  are  seen  passing  to  and  fro  between  the 
two  points.  It  is  the  old  way,  and,  to  this  very 
conservative  people,  the  best  way.  And,  indeed, 
we  question  if  the  natives  ever  will  fall  in  with  the 
new  order  of  things  unless  great  changes  take 
place.  To  do  so  would  require  a  complete  revolu- 
tion of  long-established  customs  and  modes  of  liv- 
ing. This,  they  are  in  no  way  prepared  for,  nei- 
ther do  they  want  it,  because  they  feel  that  it  would 
rob  them  of  their  means  of  support  as  well  as  their 
sources  of  enjoyment. 

The  places  of  interest  pointed  out  along  the  way 
were:  Samson's  birthplace,  the  cave  in  which  he 
hid;  also  villages,  the  names  of  which  we  did  not 
learn.  Then  we  enter  the  Valley  of  Ajalon  and  the 
very  notable  Valley  of  Sharon.  In  this  are  located 
Ramleh  and  Lydda  and  it  is  the  finest  valley  of  the 
land  of  Palestine.  It  extends  almost  the  whole 
distance  north  and  south,  and  is  quite  wide,  so  that, 
under  favorable  circumstances,  it  could  maintain  a 
tremendous  population,  and  could,  indeed,  be 
made  to  flow  with  milk  and  honey, — two  of  the  best 
commodities,  pure  and  unadulterated.  We  do  not 
wonder  that  the  Lord  held  out  this  productiveness 
as  inducements  to  ancient  Israel,  as  the  tempting 
wife  of  Samson  said:  "  What  is  sweeter  than  hon- 
ey? " 

Though  desolation  reigns,  in  all  this  land,  su- 
preme, yet  wonderful  possibilities  are  here,  so  that 
when  the  curse  is  removed,  there  will  not  only  be  a 
revolution  but  a  complete  resurrection  of  dormant 
and  buried  possibilities.  Isaiah,  in  speaking  of  it, 
and  what  it  shall  be,  says:  "  And  Sharon  shall  be  a 
fold  of  flocks  and  the  valley  of  Achor  a  place  for 
herds  to  lie  down  in,  for  my  people  that  have 
sought  me." 

We  are  now  at  Jaffa  and  take  dinner  at  the  Jeru- 
salem hotel.  From  here  we  were  taken  to  the 
house  of  Simon  the  tanner,  by  the  seaside.  The 
house  looks  ancient  enough  to  be  the  same  identi- 
cal place,  built  of  large,  solid  stone,  which  look  as  if 
they  might  endure  the  dashing  of  the  waves  and 
the  wear  of  time  for  years  to  come.  Whether  it  is 
not  the  same  house  does  not  matter  to  us  or 
detract  from  the  interest  of  the  place  or,  in  any  way, 
fleet  the  truthfulness  of  the  narrative.  It  is  the 
same  city  and  the  waves  of  the  same  sea  surge  up 
and  dash  against  its  rocky  shore. 

At  this  place  there  is  really  no  harbor,  and  the 
landing  is  noted  as  being  the  roughest  and  most 
dangerous  on  the  Mediterranean  coast.  The  shore 
is  dotted  all  along  with  large  and  rough  pointed 
rocks,  among  which,  during  storms,  the  waves  furi- 
ously dash,  so  that,  at  times,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  pass  through  them  with  safety,  with  the  boats 
used  in  landing  and  embarking  passengers.  As  it 
happened  we  were  favored  with  a  calm  afternoon, 
getting  aboard  the  very  fine  boat  "  Vorwaerts," 
which  was  resting  at  anchor  several  hundred  yards 
from  the  shore.  By  three  o'clock  we  were  pleas- 
antly located  in  our  state-rooms,  and  as  the  boat 
did  not  leave  till  late  in  the  evening,  we  had  the 
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pleasure  of  spending  the  time  on  deck,  in  full  view 
of  Jaffa,  and  the  Valley  of  Sharon.  The  view  was  a 
grand  one  and  we  shall  long  remember  the  hours 
thus  spent,  especially  the  beautiful  sunset.  W 
were  accustomed  to  believe  that  the  finest  sunset 
in  the  world  were  to  be  seen  from  the  Pennsylvan' 
an  hills,  and  while  there  may  be  no  grander,  yet  w 
were  made  to  see  some  that  were 
and  this  one  was  among  them.  A  combinat 
circumstances  made  it  so.  We  were  out 
Between  us  and  the  city  was  a  span  of  water  and 
the  rocky  shore.  Beyond,  was  the  beautiful  Val- 
ley of  Sharon,  dotted  all  over  with  its  orchards  of 
olives  and  figs,  flocks  of  sheep  and  herds  of  cattle 
Beyond  were  the  Judean  hills,  and  still  beyond 
these  we  yet  held  a  mind  picture  of  the  city  set  on 
Zion's  hills.  Over  all  these  things  the  bright  and 
softening  rays  of  the  evening  sun  were  falling. 
Calm  and  peaceful  was  the  scene,  and  as  the  last 
evening  dinner  bell  greeted  our  ears  and  called  us 
down  below,  we  turned  our  thoughts  upwards  and 
thanked  the  good  God  that  our' lines  had  fallen  in 
such  pleasant  places. 

After  enjoying  a  bountiful  evening  repast,  which 
is  always  found  on  the  tables  of  these  boats,  and  a 
few  hours  of  moonlight  on  the  deck,  we  retired  for 
a  night  of  sweet  repose,  which,  indeed,  we  had,  as 
the  sea  was  smooth  and  nothing  to  interrupt  or 
break  in  on  our  slumbers.  Early  the  next  morning 
we  awoke  to  find  ourselves  in  harbor  at  Port  Said, 
Egypt,  and  had  before  us  another  new  world  for 
exploration  and  sight-seeing.  We  sometimes  are 
made  to  laugh  at  our  youthful  dreams,  and  what,  at 
the  time,  seems  but  wild  speculations,  but  who 
knows  what  is  in  store  for  us  if  we  can  but  believe 
and  then  work  towards  the  thing  desired?  Our 
fondest  expectations  may  be  reached,— yes,  some- 
times are, — and  more.  h.  b.  b.    I 
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THE  BLEACHER. 
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lin  bare  and  field  grass-shorn, 
On  hedgerow,  bright  with  bloom  new-born. 
In  frowning  winter's  tempest  rude, 
In  smiling  summer's  kindly  mood, 
'Neath  morning  ray  and  starry  light 
The  bleacher  toils  through  day  and  night; 
"  Ay,  white  and  whiter  still! "  cries  he, 
"  As  white  as  snow  my  work  must  be!  " 
Upon  fhe  warp  and  woof  new-spun 
Falls  chill  of  frost  and  fire  of  sun, 
The  bitter  storm's  relentless  pain, 
The  gentle  dew  and  nursing  rain, 
The  while  the  bleacher's  watchful  eye 
Each  spot  and  blemish  doth  descry; 
"  Without  a  blot  or  fault,"  cries  he, 
"  As  pure  as  snow  my  work  shall  be." 
Unwearied  plies  his  skillful  hand, 
Fulfilling  all  his  thought  had  planned; 
Nor  doth  the  bruised  flax  complain 
Or  question  aught  he  may  ordain, 
But  meekly  yields  each  fold  and  shred 
Until  the  cleansed  and  chastened  thread, 
Transformed  to  stainless,  lustrous  white, 
Shines  in  effulgent  beauty  bright. 
We  stand  bewildered  with  our  woe — 
God's  mysteries  we  may  not  know, 
The  fiery  trial,  whose  keen  dart 
Doth  pierce  and  burn  our  inmost  heart, 
Cold  disappointment's  blighting  chill, 
Dark  sorrow's  storms,— all  do  his  will; 
For  bleached  at  last  we  all  must  be 
If  we  his  purity  would  see. 

—Selected  by  Nettie  Gish. 


QIVINQ  OFFENSE. 


LONGANECKER. 


Giving  offense  is  a  sin  followed  by  the  most  dire- 
ful evils.  More  injury  and  ruin  is  brought  upon 
the  world  through  offenses  than  through  almost 
any  other  source.    Such  being  true,  can  it  be  oth- 
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:  than  that  such  a  crime  will  be  followed  by 
0st  dreadful  doom?  "Woe  unto  the  world 
because  of  offenses!  for  it  must  needs  be  that  of- 
fenses come;  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the  of- 
fense cometh!  "     Matt.  18:7. 

Such  is  the  declaration  of  Christ.  In  line  with 
this  is  the  following:  "  I  beseech  you,  brethren, 
mark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offenses  con- 
trary to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned;  and 
avoid  them."  Rom.  16:  17.  "Mark  them;  avoid 
them." 

How  strong  the  language  of  Christ  and  Paul! 
Christ  gave  his  disciples  to  understand  that  there 
would  be  enough  injury  and  ruin  brought  upon  the 
bodies  and  souls  of  men,  through  the  offenses  giv- 
en by  a  wicked  world,  without  their  aid  in  the  hel- 
lish work.  "  Give  none  offense,  neither  to  the  Jews, 
nor  to  the  Gentiles,  nor  to  the  church  of  God."  1 
Cor.  10:  32.  How  awfully  solemn  the  following: 
"Whoso  shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  which 
believe  in  me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  mill- 
stone were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were 
drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  sea."     Matt.  18:  6. 

This  was  a  mode  of  destruction  in  Syria,  inflict- 
ed for  the  greatest  of  crimes.  It  was  deemed  best 
that  criminals  should  be  thus  put  to  death  for  the 
good  and  safety  of  all.  Christ  came  not  to  destroy; 
yet  he  saw  that  it  would  be  better  for  any  one  thus 
to  die,  than  that  he  should  offend  one  of  those  lit- 
tle ones  who  believe  in  him,  and  thereby  cause  him 
to  fall  and  go  to  ruin.  Christ  very  well  knew  that 
in  addition  to  this,  all  offenders  would  bring  upon 
themselves  eternal  ruin  and  torment. 

After  Christ  had  declared  the  parable  of  the  tares 
of  the  field,  he  added:  "As  therefore  the  tares  are 
gathered  and  burned  in  the  fire,  so  shall  it  be  in  the 
end  of  the  world.  The  Son  of  Man  shall  send  forth 
his  angels,  and  they  shall  gather  out  of  his  king- 
dom all  things  that  offend,  and  them  which  do  in- 
iquity; and  shall  cast  them  into  a  furnace  of  fire: 
^here  shall  be  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth." 
Matt.  13:  40-42. 
■  K^sv'  dreadfully  solemn!  Weapons  of  offense 
are  those  used  to  attack,  and  thus  to  injure  or  de- 
stroy. We  may  offend  by  ensnaring,  ill-treating, 
tempting  to  evil,  persecuting,  or  in  any  way  to  in- 
jure. We  often  thought  that  it  would  be  well, 
when  applicants  present  themselves  for  member- 
ship in  the  church,  to  read  Matt.  18  entire.  "  An 
ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of  cure." 
The  rule  how  to  adjust  difficulties,  when  offense  is 
given,  is  important.  But  the  admonition  and  sol- 
emn warning  against  giving  offense,  found  in  Matt. 
18,  is  of  equal  importance.  How  often  do  we  hear 
men  say,  "  If  he  has  anything  against  me,  let  him 
come  to  me  according  to  Matt.  18,  for  I  have  noth- 
ing against  him!  "  As  if  it  were  a  light  matter  to 
give  offense,  but  a  sin  of  great  magnitude  to-  be  of- 
fended! "  Go  and  sin  no  more,  lest  a  worse  thing 
come  unto  thee,"  is  the  Bible  rule.  To  follow 
Christ's  example,  as  given  in  Matt.  18,  is  a  safe  one. 
Christ's  disciples  had  been  disputing  as  to  who 
should  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  in  their  heat  of  con- 
troversy they  had  given  offense,  hence  the  warning 
and  admonition  against  giving  offense  first,  and  then 
the  rule  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation.  The  pre- 
vailing tendency  is  to  become  one-sided,  by  mak- 
m%  a."  hobby"  of  a  certain  one  thing.  So  we  are 
drifting  in  the  matter  above.     But  not  so  Christ. 

"  Raca,"  and  "  thou  fool,"  are  terms  of  great  con- 
tempt, according  to  Matt.  5:  22-24.  Such  language 
would  give  offense.  What  is  the  Gospel  rule  in 
this  case?  The  hobbyist  will  say  that  Matt.  18: 
'5-22  is  part  0f  the  Gospel  rule,  but  only  a  part. 
Christ's  teaching  is  more  in  unison  with  reason  and 
good  common  sense.  Here  it  is:  "Therefore— 
'"  for  that  or  this  reason,  referring  to  something 
Previously  stated."—  Webster.)— if  thou  bring  thy 
j>'ft  to  the  altar,  and  there  rememberest  that  thy 
"other  hath  aught  against  thee;  leave  there  thy 
e.,ft  bef°re  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way;  first  be  recon- 
c!led  to  thy  brother,  and  then  come  and  offer  thy 
8,ft"    Matt.  5;  23,  24.    This  is  the  first  part  of  the 

°spel  rule  for  adjusting  offenses.  It  is  first  in  im- 
fnance,  and  therefore  first  in  order  of  time.    How 


then  about  Matt.  18:  15-22?  There  may  be  cases 
where  the  offender  is  ignorant  of  having  given  of- 
fense; or,  if  not  ignorant,  he  may  lack  the  spirit  of 
Christ  to  that  extent  that  he  will  not  do  his  Chris- 
tian duty;  hence  we  have  the  second  part  of  the 
Gospel  rule  for  adjusting  offenses.  If  this  rule  is 
properly  understood,  neither  the  offender  nor  the 
offended  can  justify  himself  in  the  neglect  of  his 
Christian  duty  in  this  line  of  work.  But  here 
comes  in  a  query  that  has  frequently  been  before 
the  Annual  Meeting.  How  will  I  know  which  is  a 
private  offense?  Or,  how  can  I  distinguish  be- 
tween a  private  and  public  offense?  When  the  of- 
fense is  given  in  a  private  way,  it  is  a  private,  or 
personal  offense.  When  it  is  given  publicly,  it  is  a 
public  offense.  Let  us  illustrate:  A  makes  a  state- 
ment to  B  in  which  he  untruthfully  accuses  him  of 
having  done  wrong.  No  one  else  being  present, 
his  certainly  is  a  private,  or  personal,  offense. 
But  suppose  that,  instead  of  making  this  statement 
to  B,  he  makes  it  to  C,  D,  etc.,  then  it  is'  most  as- 
suredly a  public  offense,  and  requires  I  Tim.  5:  20, 
in  church  government.  "Them  that  sin  rebuke 
before  all,  that  others  also  may  fear." 

We  are  not  here  referring  to  gross  crimes,  such 
as  fornication,  adultery,  drunkenness,  etc.  Those 
always  affect, — and  therefore  offend, — the  entire 
body.  Christ's  members  are  all  one  body.  Each 
member  should  feel  for  the  other  as  for  himself. 
If  one  member  is  ill-treated  by^nother,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  body,  and  the 
part,  or  whole  of  the  body,  is  not  offended,  and 
sees  that  the  offense  is  removed,  then  there  is  a 
woeful  wrong  somewhere.  Such  a  body  would  be 
too  much  like  Cain.  "  Am  I  my  brother's  keep- 
er? "  In  an  individual,  or  a  personal  offense,  the 
language,  "  Tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him 
alone,"  is  in  play.  But  it  is  not  in  play  when  the 
whole  body  is — or  should  be — offended.  We  do  not 
here  wish  to  encourage  taking  offense  where  there 
is  no  cause  for  offense. 

A  wrong  unrighted  will  never  leave  the  body  unblighted. 

We  do  not  use  this  language  according  to  any 
"  standard  author." 

Hartville,  Ohio. 


•  LIKE  PRECIOUS  FAITH." 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 


To  Eld.  P.  S.  Myers,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.:— 

My  heart  often  burns  to  appeal  to  the  Broth- 
erhood for  a  higher  standard  of  life,  and  a  n 
earnest  and  harmonious  effcjrt  for  the  salvation  of 
others.  My  correspondence  extends  over  the  en- 
tire Brotherhood,  and  1  have  opportunity  to  know 
not  only  the  sentiment  but  the  condition  that  gen- 
erally exists.  There  are  earnest,  spirit-kindled 
souls  scattered  over  the  whole  area  who  are  long- 
ing intensely  and  praying  incessantly  for  a  more 
Apostolic  apprehension  of  the  economy  of  redemp- 
tion and  its  personal  realization. 

There  is  an  indifference  and  indolence  among 
many  professing  Christians  which  is  truly  deplora- 
ble. The  world  is  full  of  snares  to  lead  the  young 
to  destruction,  and  thousands  of  parents  are  help- 
ing rather  than  hindering  the  work  of  the  devil. 
Instead  of  doing  all  they  can  to  promote  Sunday 
school  and  Bible  class  and  other  movements  for 
moral  culture,  they  encourage  their  children  in  van- 
ity and  worldly  aims  and  pursuits.  God  be  merci- 
ful to  Zion!  If  the  church  is  to  fulfill  her  mission 
she  must  become  a  unit  in  the  mind  of  Christ  in  re- 
lation to  the  various  aspects  of  human  nature  and 
society.  God  claims  humanity  in  its  utmost  extent 
and  manifoldness;  and  for  the  consummation  of 
this  end  He  has  established  the  church. 

Again  and  again  through  the  centuries  has  the 
church  forgotten  the  Divine  Purpose,  and  lived  in 
the  Laodicean  element  instead  of  embodying  and 
representing  Jesus.  We  are  "  always  to  abound  IN 
THE  WORK  OF  THE  LORD,"  that  we  "may 
by  all  means  save  some."  1  Cor.  15:  58,  and  1  Cor. 
9:  22.  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also 
in  Christ  Jesus,  who  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a 
servant.    He  humbled  Himself  and  became  obedi- 


ent unto  death,  EVEN  THE  DEATH  OF  THE 
CROSS."     Philpp.  2:  5,  8. 

Here  is  our  Exemplar.  Where  is  our  conformi- 
ty? "  The  disciple  is  not  above  his  Master,  nor 
the  servant  above  his  Lord."  Matt.  10:  24.  The 
Christian  idea  of  work  is  well  nigh  lost  among  us. 
To  compel  people  to  come  in  to  the  Gospel  feast  by 
a  zeal  that  consumes  us,  and  by  manifold  efforts 
and  sacrifices  that  exhaust  our  ingenuity  and  re- 
sources, is  just  what  many  who  claim  to  be  masters 
in  Israel  regard  as  Utopian.  "  Remember  from 
whence  thou  art  fallen."  Rev.  2:  5.  O  how  have 
we  forgotten  the  pathetic  appeal  of  Paul  to  reach 
the  hearts  and  purses  of  the  Corinthians.  "  Ye 
know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that, 
though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  your  sakes  He  became 
poor."  2  Cor.  8:  9.  We  do  not  appreciate  the  as- 
tounding fact  that  "  we  have  been  bought  with  a 
price,  and  are  not  our  own''  "Not  with  corrupti- 
ble things,  as  silver  and  gold,  but  WITH  THE 
PRECIOUS  BLOOD  OF  CHRIST."  1  Cor.  6: 19, 
20,  and  1  Pet.  1:  18,  19. 

Will  we  never  awake  to  "  our  high  calling  in 
Christ  Jesus,"  and  solemn  responsibility?  Can  not 
the  amazing  spectacle  of  Calvary  enlist  all  our  sym- 
pathies and  energies  and  resources  in  behalf  of  an 
object  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  Triune  God! 
Will  not  the  Prospective  Annual  Conference  do 
something  emphatic  to  encourage  in  every  congre- 
gation such  forms  of  united  service  as  will  not  only 
edify  the  church,  but  draw  others  within  the  circle 
of  holy  influences? 

The  Sunday  school  is  the  most  potent  form  of 
Christian  endeavor  for  the  young  now  existing  on 
the  earth  outside  the  family.  The  Bible  class,  with 
its  legitimate  auxiliaries,  and  the  prayer-meeting, 
are  Divine  means  of  instruction  and  edification 
that  cannot  be  neglected  without  detriment.  And 
yet  some  elders  still  persist  in  debarring  these 
soul-nurturing  means  of  grace  from  their  congre- 
gations. May  God  speedily  enlighten  them  with 
'■  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above." 

Will  not  the  convocation  *of  Ottawa  help  these 
dear  souls  Godward?  The  "  all  means"  of  Paul  for 
winning  souls,  must  be  accommodated  to  the  circum- 
stances and  needs  of  the  passing  centuries.  Princi- 
ples change  not,  but  their  applications  do.  Hook, 
or  net,  or  hand,  or  any  other  method,  only  so  we 
catch  the  fish.  All  this  means  "  the  wisdom  of 
God,"  "prayer  in  the  Holy  Ghost,"  "the  work 
of  the  Lord,"  self-sacrifice,  constancy,  "  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  I  Cor.  I:  24, 
30.    Jude  20.     1  Cor.  9:  1,  and  16:  10.     Eph.  4:  3. 

That  souls  are  in  imminent  peril,  and  worth  sav- 
ing, the  Cross  testifies.  We  are  "  debtors  both  to 
the  Greeks,  and  to  the  Barbarians;  both  to  the  wise, 
and  to  the  unwise."  Who  made  us  debtor?  The 
bleeding,  atoning  Lamb  of  God!  "  Therefore,  as 
much  as  in  us  is,  we  should  be  ready  to  preach,  and 
labor,  and  suffer  for  the  rescue  of  the  perishing. 
Rom.  1:  14,  15.  Philpp.  3:  8.  We  are,  indeed,  too 
"slothful''  Our  Christian  work  bears  no  compari- 
son to  the  sacrifice  of  Christ,  the  value  of  souls,  the 
horrors  of  damnation,  and  the  "  far  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  May  the  Eternal 
God  baptize  the  Brotherhood  with  the  pure,  gra- 
cious, glorious,  self-renouncing  Spirit  of  Jesus,  so 
that  we  may  deem  no  outlay  of  time  and  strength 
and  means  too  great  to  compass  the  end  that 
moved  Jehovah  to  give  His  only  begotten  and  well 
beloved  Son  to  the  agony  of  the  Cross.  Let  there 
be  a  fresh  consecration  to  "the  fellowship  of  his 
sufferings,  the  power  of  His  resurrection,"  and  His 
joy  and  glory,  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  Brotherhood. 

God  has  but  one  Christ,  and  asks  of  man  but  one 
faith.  Both  are  precious.  "  To  me  to  LIVE  is 
CHRIST."  Philpp.  1:  21.  Christ  came  to  make 
God  visible,  and  to  expound  all  Scripture  by  His 
life.  John  5:  39.  Luke  24:  27,  44.  "  Philip  went 
to  Samaria  and  preached  Christ  unto  them." 
When  he  met  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  "he  preached 
unto  him  Jesus."  Acts  8:  5,  35.  Paul  determined 
to  "  know  nothing  among  the  Corinthians  save 
Jesus  Christ,  and  Him  crucified."  1  Cor.  2:2.  The 
like  precious  faith  for  all  nations  and  for  all  time  is 
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this:  "GOD  WAS  IN  CHRIST,  reconciling  the 

WORLD  UNTO    HlMSELF,    NOT    IMPUTING    THEIR    TRES- 
PASSES UNTO  THEM."      2  Cor.  5:  19. 

This  is  the  staple  of  all  Christian  preaching  and 
Christian  living.  There  is  no  salvation  where  God 
is  not  Incarnate.  There  is  no  evangelical  ministry 
where  Christ,  the  very  Christ,  is  not  supreme.  Not 
mentally,  or  logically,  but  really,  vitally,  must 
Christ  be  connected  with  doctrine  and  ordinance  if 
He  is  to  be  a  Savior. 

The  words  you  spoke  at  the  York  love  feast  are 
still  ringing  in  my  soul;  especially  your  stunning 
denunciation  of  modern  sermon-manufacturing. 
Alas,  the  pulpit  has  been  largely  converted  into  a 
rhetorical  rostrum.  Much  of  the  scholastic  preach- 
ing of  the  day  is  used  by  Satan  as  a  cradle  in  which 
to  rock  souls  more  profoundly  asleep  in  self-satis- 
faction. Paul  squarely  condemns  it.  I  Cor.  2:  5. 
College  culture  is  as  available  to  the  preaching  of 
the  Cross  as  the  humbler  attainments  of  the  fish- 
erman and  farmer.  But  in  many  instances  it 
glories  in  its  glitter,  "  vaunts  itself,  is  puffed  up," 
and  "  behaveth  itself  unseemly,  in  that  it  preaches 
itself  instead  of  the  Lord  Jesus.     2  Cor.  4:  5. 

In  substance  the  ministry  of  the  sanctuary  dif- 
fers nothing  from  the  testimony  of  the  hand- 
maidens in  the  kitchen,  or  the  young  men  among 
their  working  fellows.  Acts  2:  17.  18.  Every  re- 
deemed soul  is  bound  to  be  a  witness  for  Jesus, 
whether  in  California,  or  Chicago,  or  Washington, 
or  Baltimore,  or  Bulsar,  or  Smyrna,  or  in  the  most 
restricted  capacity  of  the  least  and  most  obscure 
of  all  saints.  Every  sanctified  tongue  is  cloven 
and  fiery,  ready  to  be  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in 
them  that  are  saved  and  in  them  that  perish.  2 
Cor.  2:  14,  15,  16. 

Much  learning  without  the  Pentecostal  unction 
will  accomplish  less  in  the  pulpit  than  the  daily 
testimony  of  the  illiterate  servant  girl,  whose  heart 
is  kindled  with  a  living  flame  from  heaven's  al- 
tar. I  am  heartily  sick  of  the  polished  literary 
essays  some  of  our  brethren  are  learning  to  preach, 
as  destitute  of  the  Pentecostal  fire  as  if  the  Cross 
of  Christ  had  never  procured  such  a  blessing. 
Words  cannot  be  too  "  fitly  chosen."  The  diction 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  rich,  and  grand,  and  entranc- 
ing. But  take  out  Christ,  and  the  vocabulary  of 
heaven  would  be  nothing  but  the  flattest,  most  in- 
sipid babble.  Christ  gives  pith  and  savor  and  pow- 
er to  the  simplest  style. 

The  mission  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  characterized 
in  these  wonderful  words:  "  He  shall  testify  of  me." 
"  He  shall  glorify  me."  John  15:  26  and  16:  14.  The 
original  meaning  of  prophesy  is  to  bubble  up  like 
a  boiling  spring.  This  shows  how  full  we  should 
be  of  Jesus,  so  that  we  will  be  constantly  running 
over.  The  words,  "cannot  but"  in  Acts  4:  20  have 
a  mighty  divine  pressure  behind  them.  "  Paul  was 
pressed  in  the  Spirit,  and  testified  that  Jesus  was 
the  Christ."  Acts  18:5.  The  Lord  wants  all  His 
saints  to  have  this  pressure  in  the  Spirit.  Rev. 
19:  10.  We  must  learn  to  make  history,  geography, 
nature,  current  events  and  duties  to  testify  for 
Jesus.  We  are  to  be  so  full  of  Christ  and  His 
Word,  that,  like  Philip,  no  matter  where  we  open 
the  Holy  Oracles,  we  can  "begin  at  the  same 
Scripture,  and  preach  Jesus." 

Nothing  does  the  educated  ministry  more  need 
to  be  warned  against  than  a  Christless  pulpit  serv- 
ice. In  John  1:6,  7  we  have  the  credentials  of 
every  true  preacher.  Faith  has  access  to  bound- 
less resources,  but  it  must  deal  exclusively  with 
grace,  and  justify  its  claims  by  works  which  bear 
the  unmistakable  impress  of  heaven.  The  image 
and  superscription  of  Jesus  must  be  clearly  read 
in  all  we  say  and  do.  This  is  "  the  faith  which 
was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints."     Jude  3. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


THE  PROTECTION  FEATURE. 

BV  D.  E.  KESLER. 

In  a  recent  number  of  Gospel  Messenger,  Bro. 
A.  W.  Vaniman  asks  us  to  consider  the  protection 
feature  of  the  lodge.    Well,  here  is  the  way  to  con- 


sider the  matter:  "  Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto 
you."  Does  the  lodge  promise  anything  like  this? 
"  He  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out."  "  No  matter  how  poor  he  is  I'll  own  him." 
Does  the  lodge  hold  out  such  promises  as  this? 
Are  the  poor  protected  by  the  lodge,  or  is  it  only 
those  who  are  able  to  pay  for  all  the  charity, — 
protection, — they  get?  What  becomes  of  a  lodge- 
man  when  he  becomes  too  poor  to  keep  his  dues 
paid  up? 

"  The  poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  to  them," — 
receive  its  blessings  through  the  church  (the  true 
church)  free.  What  does  the  lodge  do  for  the 
poor  who  are  not  able  to  pay  initiation  fee  and 
regular  dues?  A  poor  charity, — protection, — that 
has  to  be  bought  and  paid  for  in  cash  in  advance. 
"  Godliness  has  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  What  promise 
for  the  future  is  found  in  lodgism?  "Who  hath 
begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead,  to  an  inherit- 
ance incorruptible,  undefiled  and  that  fadeth  not 
away,  reserved  in  heaven  for  you,  who  are  kept  by 
the  power  of  God." 

What  does  the  lodge  offer  that  will,  in  any  way, 
compare  with  such  inheritance  as  this?  Note  the 
difference  between  Christ  and  the  lodge:  "  And  he 
that  hath  no  money  come  and  buy  wine  and  milk 
without  money  and  "without  price," — Christ.  "Come 
and  buy  charity,— protection, — by  paying  cash  in 
advance." — Lodge. 

"  But,"  say  you,  "  it  is  the  financial  side  of  the 
case  we  are  looking  after.  The  lodge  don't  pro- 
pose to  save  anybody.  "  Well,  then,  let  us  figure 
a  little,  and  we  will  get  Mr.  Lodgeman  to  make 
the  statement  and  make  out  the  account  for  us  as 
he  is  well  posted  in  the  case.  So,  by  way  of  as- 
certaining the  standing  of  the  case, 

How  much  lor  initiation  fee? s 

How  much  for  regalia? 5 

How  much  for  regular  dues? $ 

How  much  for  incidentals? 5 

How  much  for  interest  on  money? $ 

Supposing  you  are  in  the  lodge  twenty-five  years,  which 
may  be,  at  any  rate,  an  approximate  average  of 
lodge  life,  how  much  for  celebrations,  funerals,  bur- 
ials, etc.? s 

Making  the  estimate  on  a  basis  of  twenty-five  years  as 
above,  how  much  the  grand  total? $ 

Quite  a  sum  isn't  it?  How  long  could  your  wife 
live  on  that  amount,  supposing  her  to  have  average 
health  and  strength? 

Again,  how  many  times  did  your  wife  and  chil- 
dren stay  away  from  church  that  you  might  attend 
the  lodge?  How  majiy  sermons  have  you  missed 
by  attending  the  lodge  meetings?  "What  shall 
it  profit  a  man  if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and 
lose  his  own  soul?  "  What  shall  it  profit  a  man's 
wife  if,  at  his  death,  she  shall  get  back  what  her 
husband  has  paid  out  in  cash  in  advance  to  the 
lodge?  Why  bereave  her,  and  himself  as  well,  of 
so  much  social  and  religious  happiness  that  she  may 
get  back  what  he  might  have  kept  for  her? 

After  all,  where  does  the  protection  feature  of 
the  lodge  come  in?  How  much  does  the  family 
of  a  deceased  lodgeman  receive  annually  from  the 
lodge?  What  if  the  wife  die  first?  She  has  lost 
a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  social  and  religious  en- 
joyment. 

In  conclusion,  let  the  reader  apply  the  above 
reasoning  to  life  insurance,  placing  commissions 
on  policy  in  place  of  fees,  dues,  incidentals,  inter- 
est, etc.  Where  does  the  profit  to  the  family 
come  from?  "Prove  all  things,  hold  fast  that 
which  is  good." 


SECRET  THINGS. 


.  haughtelin. 


1  "  The  secret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  Cod,  but  those 
things  which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  children 
forever." — Deut.  29:  29. 

Some  time  ago  I  received  a  few  copies  of  an 
Eastern  paper,  with  articles  pro  and  con  on  secret 
societies,  marked  "  For  Correspondence."  While 
I    have   neither   desire   nor  time  to  enter  into  the 


controversy,   I    do   think   that  a  few  things  might 
be  profitably  noticed. 

In  one  article  (written  by  a  minister),  he  sav 
"I  claim  they  (secret  societies)  are  founded  0n 
the  Holy  Bible."  "  Chase's  Digest,"  page  208 
says,  "  Masonry  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  Bible.  It  is  not  founded  on  the  Bible."  ltwil, 
be  seen  by  this  that  he  is  at  variance  with  standard 
Masonic  authority. 

In  another  place  he  says  his  opponent  "  knows 
nothing  of  the  interpretations  of  the  Bible,  and 
much  less  about  secret  societies."  It  is  customary 
for  members  of  secret  societies  to  claim  that  the 
uninitiated  know  ?iothing  of  secret  societies,  but  this 
man  surely  has  overdrawn  when  he  says  much  less 
than  nothing.  The  truth  of  the  case  is  that  there 
are  many  things  about  secret  societies  that  we 
may  know  if  we  take  the  pains  to  investigate  and 
use  the  means  accessible. 

There  are  three  ways  by  which  'we  may  gain 
knowledge  of  secret  societies. 

1.  They  have  public  meetings  for  the  purpose 
of  installing  officers,  dedicating  buildings,  laying 
cornerstones  and  burying  their  dead,  where  we 
may  hear  their  songs,  speeches  and  prayers,  and 
behold  their  various  ceremonies. 

2.  Much  of  their  literature  is  accessible.  Many 
of  their  encyclopedias,  guides,  lexicons,  monitors, 
manuals  and  other  publications  are  within  our 
reach,  from  which  we  may  learn  much  about  them. 

3.  We  have  the  testimony  of  persons  who  have 
left  the  lodges  and  revealed  their  secrets. 

When  we  attend  their  public  meetings,  hear  their 
various  religious  discourses,  songs,  prayers  and 
ceremonies,  without  their  ever  using  the  name  of 
our  Savior,  we  may  know  that  thus  far  it  is  a  Christ- 
less  institution.  Our  Savior  said,  "  He  that  is  not 
with  me  is  against  me."  Matt.  12:  30  and  Luke  II: 
23- 

While  many  members  of  secret  societies  clairS 
that  if  a  man  will  comply  with  the  teachings  of 
the  lodges  he  will  be  a  good  Christian,  -otVte,«, 
claim  that  there  is  no  religion  in  the  lodgesN  IVe 
need  not  be  baffled  by  these  contradictions.  We 
can  know  what  the  theology  of  the  lodges  is  by 
their  literature.  "  Masonry  is  a  religious  institu- 
tion." ("Mackey's  Lexicon  on  Freemasonry,"  page 
369).  "  So  broad  is  the  religion  of  Masonry  and 
so  careful  are  all  sectarian  tenets  excluded  from 
the  system,  that  the  Christian,  the  Jew,  and  the 
Mohammedan,  in  all  their  numberless  sects  and 
divisions,  may  and  do  harmoniously  combine  in 
its  moral  and  intellectual  work  with  the  Buddhist, 
Parsee,  the  Confucian  and  the  worshiper  of  the 
Deity  under  every  form."  ("  Freemason's  Moni- 
tor," by  Thomas  S.  Webb,  pages  286-7.) 

Among  Christians  they  claim  their  religion  is 
"so  broad"  as  to  include  Christ  and  all  his  teach- 
ings, whereas,  in  reality,  Jesus  Christ  is  everywhere 
studiously  excluded.  In  one  outline  they  quote  2 
Thess.  3:6-17.  The  name  "Lord  Jesus  Christ," 
occurring  in  verses  6  and  12  is  omitted  without 
marks  of  omission.  (See  "  Freemason's  Monitor," 
page  226,  by  Z.  A.  Davis;  also  "  Freemason's 
Guide,"  page  137,  by  Cornelius  Moore;  also  "  Well's 
Monitor,"  page  122.) 

Similar  omissions  are  frequent  among  writers  on 
secrecy.  "  If  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the 
words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take 
away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life."     Rev.  22:  10- 

Finally  it  is  claimed  by  secret  societies  that  the 
testimony  of  men  who  have  abandoned  the  lodge 
cannot  be  believed,  as  they  are  perjured  men. 
Webster  defines  perjury:  "  The  act  or  crime  of 
willfully  making  false  oath,  when  lawfully  admin- 
istered." In  a  legal  oath,  the  party  taking  the 
oath  knows  before  what  he  swears  to,  or  has  to  do. 
The  Bible  teaches  that  "  if  a  soul  swear,  pronounc- 
ing with  his  lips  to  do  evil,  or  to  do  good,  whatso- 
ever it  be  that  a  man  shall  pronounce  with  an 
oath,  and  it  be  hid  from  him;  when  he  knoweth 
of  it,  then  shall  he  be  guilty  in  one  of  these.  And 
it  shall  be,  when  he  shall  be  guilty  in  one  of  these 
things,  that  he  shall  confess  that  he  hath  sinned  in 
that  thing."    Lev,  5:  4,  5. 
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„     ti,is  we  see  that  the  oath  of  a  secret  society 
t  binding  for  at  least  two  reasons: 
'S      They  are  not  lawfully  administered,— not  au- 
thorized by  the  government. 

It  js  hid  from  him  and  the  Bible  says,  "  He 
hall  confess  that  he  hath  sinned."  A  confession 
that 
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secrets  of  the  lodge 
why   don't   the   lodges  con- 
ftim   before   the   courts   and   have    him    pun- 
ished for   perjury?    Simply    because    they    could 
never  sustain  the  charge  of  perjury.     All  the  force 
or    obligation    behind    such    oaths 
When  that   penalty   is,    "  Having 
off  and  my  brains  exposed  to  the 
of  the  sun,"  it  becomes  some  pers 
ecute  it, — a  sworn  duty, — according  to  lodge  terms, 
sworn  while  it  was  "  hid  from  him"  (Lev.  5:  4)  to 
execute   the   penalty,    and    no   more   binding  than 
the  oath   of  that  band  of  over  forty  Jews  who  had 
conspired  to  kill  Paul.     Acts  23:  12. 

"If  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  Masonry  be  perjury, 
it  follows  that  to  accuse  the  revealers  of  Masonry 
of  perjury  is  itself  perjury,  because,  by  their  accu- 
sation, they  tacitly  admit  that  the  facts  which 
have  been  published  are  truly  a  revelation  of  Ma- 
sonry, and  therefore  their  accusation  is  a  violation 
of  their  oath  of  secrecy.  Let  it,  then,  be  under- 
stood that  the  very  objection  to  the 
that  they  have  committed  perjury,  i 
knowledgment  that  the  witnesses 
credible,  and  have  revealed  Masonry 
only  so,  but  in  bringing  forward  the  objection, 
they  commit  perjury  themselves,  if  it  be  perjury 
to  reveal  their  secrets,  because,  as  I  have  said, 
in  accusing  the  witnesses  of  perjury,  they  add 
their  testimony  to  the  fact  that  these  witnesses 
have  published  Masonry  as  it  is,  so  that,  by  their 
•  own  testimony,  in  bringing  this  charge  of  perjury, 
they  themselves  swell  the  number  of  witnesses 
co  tho  truthfulness  of  these  revelations."  ("  Free- 
TOfsonry,"  by  C.  G.  Finney,  page  27. 

One  of  the.  most  successful  means  of  increasing 
the  numbers  of  victims  of  the  lodges,  is  the 
curiosity  excited  in  tire  minds  of  young  men  to 
learn  the  secrets  of  the  lodges.  Our  text  says, 
"Those  things  which  are  revealed  belong  to  us 
and  to  our  children  forever."  There  has  been 
enough  revealed  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  curiosity  Ti. 
without  going  into  the  lodges,  and  this  informa- 
tion can  be  procured  much  cheaper  than  by  en- 
tering the  lodges. 
Panora,  Iowa, 

COLD  STORAGE. 

There  is  on  Commercial  Street,  Boston,  a  build- 
ing one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  long  and  seven 
stories  high,  where  butter,  eggs,  chickens,  meat, 
e  deposited,  to  be  kept  indefinitely  un- 
.-  _  favorable  market  for  them.  Over  four 
es  of  coils  of  pipes,  immersed  in  eighty  thou- 
sand gallons  of  brine,  pass  around  among  the  sev- 
enty-eight  rooms  in  this  building.  Liquid  am- 
monia is  heated  and  driven  in  spray  through  the 
Pipes,  where  it  expands  into  gas,  causing  intense 
cold.  This  cold  withdraws  all  heat  from  the  brine, 
and  creates  a  wintry  atmosphere  within  the  cold- 
storage  building. 

No  doubt  this  process  is  ingenious  and  interest- 
ing, yet  we  imagine  that  there  may  be  a  more 
common  method  of  cold  storage,  where,  in  still 
larger  buildings,  a  miscellaneous  assortment  of 
things  are  stored.  We  refer  to  cold-storage  churches, 
where  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  people  are  pre- 
served and  kept,  cool,  without  decay,  without 
growth,  and  apparently  without  change.  Year 
after  year  they  give  little  evidence  of  life,  motion, 
°r  modification.  There  exists  much  the  same  thing 
°ver  and  over.  A  babe  in  Christ,  packed  away  in 
a  cold-storage  church,  remains  in  perpetual  baby- 
hood. And  a  person  of  maturer  age  remains  with* 
out  visible  change.  The  chill  of  death  is  over 
everything.     Many  who  enter  cold-storage  church- 


es never  come  out  alive.  The  temperature  is  too 
much  for  them,  and  the  little  heat  which  they  have 
is  exhausted  and  absorbed,  and  produces  no  real 
effect  upon  the  chilling  atmosphere.  Men  who 
have  been  accidentally  locked  inside  of  a  cold- 
storage  building  have  found  themselves  gradually 
growing  colder  and  colder,  and  felt  that  life  de- 
pended upon  their  making  their  escape  speedily. 

There  is  only  one  thing  that  could  thaw  out  the 
Church  of  the  Holy  Refrigerator,  and  that  is  "The 
Gospel  of  Christ,  preached  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
sent  down  from  heaven."  Wi'l  men  ever  try  this? 
This  is  uncertain.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  the  Holy 
Spirit  into  such  places,  and  there  is  danger  that 
everything  will  solidify  and  remain  in  perpetual 
congelation.  There  is  one  thing  people  can  do, 
even  in  cold-storage  churches.  They  can  pray,  and 
pray  with  heart  and  soul:  and  the  God  who  answers 
prayer  by  fire,  may  yet  thaw  out  and  heat  up  some 
of  these  cold-storage  churches,  and  make  them 
abodes  of  light  and  life,  instead  of  prisons  of  dark- 
ness and  death. —  Common  People. 


Bro.  J. 


The  dial  of  our  faces  does  not  infallibly  show  the 
time  of  day  in  our  hearts.  Unclean  spirits  may  in- 
habit the  chamber  when  they  look  not  out  at  the 
window. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of   Reading. 

FIHST   YEAH. 

'  Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth,  81.04;  paper 34  ct 

'  Our  Country,"  cloth,  ss  cents;  paper n  ci 

'  Non-Such  Professor."  clotl 83  Ci 

SECOND    YEAH. 

'  Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth,  84  cents:  paper 34  c< 

'  Memoir  oi  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  27  cents;  papor IS  ci 

•  Cannibals  ol  Now  Guinea."  cloth »» 

'The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 6S  ci 

TJilltn    YEAR. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth 

"  Life  ol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth 70  c 

"  Do  Not  Say."  and"  Acts  ol  tlie  Apostles,"  ch.  13-28 10  c 

"  Id  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents:  paper 33  c 

Bff-Priccs,  as  Riven  above,  are  for  members  ol  Reading  Circle 
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Executive   Committbe  of  Reading  Circle— W.  B.  Stover.  Bnlsar, 
India,  H.  M    Uirwkk.  West  Alexandria,  Ohio:  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes- 
boro, fa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Fa.;  J,  M.  Neff.  Fruitdale,  Ala 
Officers  op  Reading  Circle.— President.  W.  B.  Stover  Buisar.  Ind. 
Chalice  W.  Baker.  Wayoesboro.  Pa.;  Secretary.  Edith  R,  New 
.,    ..-ynesboro.  Pa.,— to  whom  all    communications    concerning    the 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all   orders  lor  books  should   bt 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris.  111. 


THE  LEAFLESS  OAK. 

BY  HELEN  F.   BOYDEN. 

Alone  it  stands,  a  mighty  tree, 

Bent  'neath  the  wintry  storm; 
Its  branches  raised  imploringly, 

A  bare,  unshapely  form. 
Dismantled  of  its  summer's  pride, 

Of  all  its  glory  shorn, 
The  very  winds  its  griefs  deride, 

And  shriek  their  whistling  scorn. 
And  yet,  beneath  the  bark  so  gray. 

Within  the  great  trunk's  heart, 
Is  living  sap;  it  finds  its  way 

To  every  living  part. 
'Mid  shock  of  blast  and  chill  of  frost 

The  wood  is  growing  still; 
The  dreary  winter  months,  not  lost, 

Their  mission  will  fulfill. 
And  thou,  oh  weary,  wind-tossed  life, 

Laid  bare  to  chill  and  fFost, 
Despair  no  longer  in  the  strife, 

Nor  count  thy  winter  lost. 
The  glory  of  some  vanished  day, 

The  glow  of  conscious  strength, 
Still  from  your  eager  longing  stay; 

But  springtime  comes  at  length. 
Thy  fight  for  life  has  made  thee  strong 

To  meet  the  tempest's  blast; 
But  swelling  buds  of  hope,  ere  long, 

Will  smile  at  winter  past. 
Beneath  thy  circumstance  and  fate 

God's  sap  is  flowing  still; 
New  strength  and  growth  each  day  await, 

His  purpose  to  fulfill. 

'  -n  Messenger. 
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CIRCLE  NOTES. 

eniikrry,  of  Wirt/.,  Va.,  who  has 
been  a  member  of  Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle 
almost  a  year  and  has  completed  the  first  year's 
course  of  reading,  writes  us  as  follows: 

"The  Reading  Circle,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  power  for  good 
that  no  one  can  afford  to  lose.  I  feel  that  I  have  already  been 
inspired  with  more  zeal  for  the  cause  of  missions.  A  lack  of 
knowledge  of  the  real  condition  of  the  heathen  world  is  the 
cause  of  so  much  lethargy  on  the  part  of  many.  Many  of 
our  people  arc  warm-hearted,  and  zealous  for  the  1 
Christ,  but  are  indifferent  to 
of  information  regarding  the  st 
sionary  Reading  Circle  is  a  me 
pie  that  knowledge,  and  will  c 
zeal  among  its  members.  A  c; 
of  Missions'  will  convince  the 
of  missions  is  the  work  of  Cod,  and  that  His  blessings  follow 
the  prayers  and  labors  of  the  true  missionary.  May  the  Lord 
prosper  the  work!" 

It  was  gratifying  to  receive  from  our  brother 
such  a  well-written  letter,  and  such  an  evidence 
as  it  gives  of  the  good  he  has  received,  though  he 
has  made  but  a  beginning  of  our  Circle  work. 
We  hope  we  may  hear  from  him  again  and  from 
many  others  who  could  say  as  much  for  the  Circle 
as  Bro.  Ikenberry  has  said. 

We  have  a  number  of  members  who  could  and 
ought  to  write  for  this  department  a  critique  or 
review  of  some  one  or  more  of  the  books  they 
have  read.  Such  articles,  well-written,  would  give 
valuable  information  to  those  who  have  not  read 
the  books,  and  would  also  sharpen  their  appetites 
for  such  reading.  Then,  too,  it  would  be  interest- 
ing and  instructive  to  those  of  us  who  have  read 
the  books  to  know  what  impressions  they  have 
made  upon  others  and  what  thoughts  they  awak- 
ened in  their  minds.  We  hope  we  may  hear  from 
many.  James  M.  Neff. 

A  GENEROUS  GIFT! 

New  Church  Edifice  for  the  Brethren  in  German- 
town  from  a  Non-Member,  now  Residing  in 
the  West,  who  was  Impressed  by  the 
Love  of  the  Congregation  for 
Its  Historic  Property ! 


The  members  of  the  congregation  of  the  church 
of  the  Brethren,  on  Germantown  Avenue,  above 
Sharpnack  Street,  Germantown,  have  a  reasonable 
hope  of  soon  owning  a  new,  pretty  and  commo- 
dious house  of  worship.  The  expected  edifice  is 
to  be  a  free  gift  from  a  well-to-do  gentleman  liv- 
ing in  the  far  West,  not  a  member  of  the  church, 
but  who  has  a  number  of  ancestors,  some  of  whom 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  German- 
town,  buried  in  the  graveyard.  He  was  led  to 
take  a  more  than  ordinary  interest  in  the  little 
congregation,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  first  of  the 
church  ot  the  Brethren  in  this  country,  through 
observing  that  the  members  held  their  church 
property  in  the  deepest  venera  ion,  and  exhibited 
more  than  ordinary  solicitude  for  its  safety  and 
for  the  care  of  the  remains  of  its  celebrated  and 
humble  dead. 

A  congregational  meeting  was  held  last  Satur- 
day evening  in  the  quaint  old  church,  and  strong 
resolutions  of  thanks  to  the  man  who  proposes  to 
make  this  generous  gift  were  adopted,  and  anoth- 
er passed  to  the  effect  that  it  was  expedient  to  en- 
deavor to  establish,  by  means  of  subscriptions,  a 
small  endowment  fund,  with  which  to  meet  the  ad- 
ditional cost  of  maintenance,  which  the  new  edifice 
will  entail. 

THE  PROPOSED  NEW  EDIFICE. 

Rough  plans  of  the  new  church  have  already 
been  drawn,  though  they  have  not  yet  been  finally 
adopted.  It  will  probably  be  built  in  the  rear  of  the 
present  structure,  which  has  been  standing,  and  in 
use  as  a  place  of  worship  by  the  congregation,  since 
17,0.  It  is  not  intended  to  erect  either  a  highly 
ornamental  structure,  or  to  closely  follow  the  ex- 
ceedingly severe  and  simple  architectural  lines 
adopted  for  the  early  and  most  of  the  present 
meetinghouses  of  the  denomination.  It  will  be  a 
pretty,  though  somewhat   plain,   substantial  build- 
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ing.  The  capacity  of  the  new  structure  will  be 
more  than  double  that  of  the  present  one,  in- 
cluding the  basement,  which  will  be  fitted  up  with 
a  hall  for  the  sewing  society,  etc.  The  exact  site  is 
not  yet  chosen,  but  it  will  probably  be  directly  in 
front  of  the  old  church. 

The  venerable  meetinghouse  now  standing  will 
be  retained.  There  is  no  thought  of  either  de- 
stroying or  altering  it.  The  sentiment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  is  one  of  veneration  for 
the  old  structure  which  has  been  the  worshiping 
place  of  the  denomination  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  years,  and  which  occupies  nearly  the 
site  of  the  house  of  John  Pettikoffer,  where 
services  were  held  for  many  years  prior  to  build- 
ing. 

A  member  of  the  church,  in  speaking  of  this 
matter,  said:  "We  would  not  dare,  even  if  we  felt 
so  inclined,  to  commit  such  an  act  of  vandalism; 
the  protests  of  the  whole  community  would  be  too 
strong." 

HISTORY  OF  THE  OLD  CHURCH. 

The  congregation  of  the  church  of  the  Brethren 
has  an  interesting  history,  which  is  closely  woven 
with  that  of  early  Germantown.  It  was  organized 
about  1708  by  Alexander  Mack,  Sr.,  a  wealthy 
man  of  Schrersheim,  Germany,  for  many  years  a 
disciple  and  fellow  laborer  with  the  evangelist, 
Ernest  Christopher  Hoffman.  Mr.  William  E. 
Meehan  says  in  his  "  History  of  Germantown." 
published  a  few  years  ago  in  the  Public  Ledgir,  that 
Mack,  with  seven  others,  became  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  Hoffman  did  not  sufficiently  realize 
the  duty  and  necessity  of  observing  the  external 
observances  noted  in  the  Bible,  especially  that  of 
triune  immersion,  and  left  him.  They  organized 
themselves  in  a  church  capacity  under  the  title  of 
the  Brethren,  although  they  were  afterwards  gen- 
erally known  by  those  outside  the  membership  as 
Dunkers.  The  new  denomination  grew  at  such  a 
rate,  that  in  171 5  it  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
authorities  in  Prussia,  who  began  wholesale  perse- 
cutions. 

Shortly  after  this,  Peter  Becker,  a  member,  with 
twenty  families,  set  sail  for  this  country,  and  ar- 
rived in  Germantown  in  the  autumn  of  1719,  where 
they  settled  below  what  is  now  Mount  Airy.  Hav- 
ing no  regular  meetinghouse,  they  met  for  worship 


It  is  of  rough  stone,  about  thirty  two  feet  square, 
with  an  attic  for  storing  the  requisites  for  love 
feasts,  etc.  Since  its  erection  no  material  altera- 
tions have  been  made,  although  it  was  some  years 
ago  re-roofed,  refitted  and  refurnished. 

THE   SAUR    BIBLE. 

During  the  Revolution  Christopher  Saur,  who 
was  a  trustee  of  the  church,  stored  in  the  attic  of 
the  building  1,000  unbound  copies  of  a  new  edition 
of  his  Bible,  the  same  that  has  become  since  so 
rare  and  valuable.     The  soldiers  one  day  made  a 


;  years  in  various  houses,  finally  settling 
in  1732,  three  years  after  Alexander  Mack,  Sr 
with  thirty  families,  arrived,  when  they  occupied 
the  house  of  Christopher  Saur,  the  famous  printer 
and  Bible  publisher,  which  stood  where  the  Trinity 
Lutheran  parsonage  now  is,  at  Germantown  Ave- 
nue and  Queen  Street. 

In  the  meantime  there  lived  on  Germantown 
Avenue  and  Sharpnack  Street,  a  wretchedly  poor 
man  named  John  Pettikoffer,  in  a  commodious 
house  built  for  him  by  popular  subscription,  which 
together  with  the  building  of  a  Lutheran  church 
near  by,  abuut  the  same  time,  led  to  that  section 
becoming  known  as  Beggarstown.  Here,  after 
leaving  Saur's  house,  the  Brethren  worshiped  until 
1760,  when,  acquiring  the  tract  by  deed  of  gift 
from  Eld.  Peter  Shilbert,  the  present  meeting- 
house was  erected.  It  was  completed  July  I,  and 
was  roofed  with  red  tiles  brought  from  Germany, 


MACK,  SR. 

raid  on  these  Bibles,  and  the  paper  being  of  a 
suitable  quality,  a  large  portion  was  used  as  wads 
for  their  guns,  the  remainder  being  taken  as  bed- 
ding for  their  horses.  As  a  result,  only  a  few  per- 
fect copies  were  rescued. 

ALEXANDER  MACK,  SR. 

The  first  minister  of  the  congregation  in  America 
was  Peter  Becker.  During  the  week  he  worked  as 
a  weaver  and  a  farmer,  and  on  Sunday  preached  the 
Gospel.  He  was  succeeded  in  1748  by  Alexander 
Mack,  Jr.  He  died  March  20,  1803,  at  the  age  of 
nety-one  years,  and  was  interred  in  the  grave- 
yard back  of  the  church.  His  father,  Alexander 
Mack,  Sr.,  the  original  organizer  of  the  denomi- 
nation, who  came  to  this  country  in  1729,  lived  on- 
ly six  years  in  his  new  home.  Before  his  death 
:quested  that  his  grave  should  never  be 
marked,  lest  his  descendants  or  followers  should 
le  day  be  tempted  to  erect  a  monument  over 
.  His  family  was  unwilling  to  accede  to  this 
1  and  after  some  discussion  he  agreed  as  a 
compromise,  that  his  initials  could  be  cut  on  a 
small  headstone.  His  body  was  interred  in  what 
used  to  be  called  the  "Upper  Germantown  Bury- 
ng  Ground,"  on  Germantown  road,  above  Wash- 
_  :on  lane.  This  village  of  the  dead  was  after- 
wards known  variously  as  the  Axe  and  the  Con- 
cord Burying  Ground. 

A   NEARLY    FORGOTTEN   SPOT. 

Time,  weather  and  neglect  caused  the  site  of 
the  last  resting-place  of  Alexander  Mack,  Sr„  to 
be  almost  forgotten.  Indeed,  it  is  said,  that  many 
members  of  the  present  generation  of  the  family, 
though  they  sought  persistently,  could  not  locate 
the  exact  spot.  Among  the  few  persons  who  were 
able  to  designate  the  grave  was  Bro.  George 
N.  Falkenstein,  the  present  minister  of  the  church 
of  the  Brethren  in  Germantown,  and  it  is  partly 
due  to  his  knowledge  in  this  particular,  and  to  his 
and  others'  desire  to  have  the  remains  removed  to 
church  burying  ground,  that  the  congregation 
indebted  for  the  new  church  which  is  likely 
soon  to  be  given  them. 

When  the  members  of  the  Mack  family  were  ap- 
proached  with   the   proposition  that  the  body  of 


their  celebrated  ancestor  be  removed  to  the  Breth 
ren  burying  ground,  in  order  that  they  might  b 
with  those  of  his  son  and  the  greater  number  0f 
his  immediate  descendants,  they  gave  a  glad 
sent,  and  one  of  them  paid  the  entire  expense,  nl[ 
only  of  the  removal,  but  of  a  new  headstone,'  an°d 
of  the  recutting  of  six  others.  This  removal  took 
place  November  13,  1894. 

A    FRIEND'S    INTERESTS. 


This  removal  excited  much  interest  at  the  tiro 
>n  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  church,  num- 
>ering  about  IOO.OOO,  all  over  the  country.  The  first 
Aurch  of  the  denomination  in  the  country,  accredit- 
:d  with  the  first  church  building,  and  the  remain 
if  the  organizer  and  first  minister  of  the  denomi- 
nation  interred  in  the  grounds,  formed  a  fitting 
group  in  their  minds. 

The  revived  interest  extended  to  many  wh0 
while  not  members  at  the  present  time,  are  de- 
scendants of  some  who  formerly  were  connecter! 
with  the  congregation.  Among  these  was  a  well- 
to-do  gentleman  in  the  Far  West  who  has,  as  ances- 
tors, some  of  the  very  early  settlers  in  German- 
town,  and  who  were  among  the  first  members  of 
the  church.  Some  of  these  are  buried  in  the  grave- 
yard. On  a  visit  one  day  to  the  churchyard  the 
minister  expressed  a  desire  for  a  small  addition  to 
the  old  church  to  accommodate  a  growing  mem- 
bership, and  in  which  there  might  be  a  fire-proof 
vault  for  the  preservation  of  the  valuable  records. 
The  gentleman,  who,  at  present,  does  not  desire 
his  name  published,  thought  a  new  church  would 
be  better,  and  offered  to  build  one  and  present  it 
to  the  congregation  if  the  latter  would  give  him 
assurances  that  no  land  should  be  sold  by  the  next 
generation,  as  he  desired  the  remains  of  his  ances- 
tors to  rest  undisturbed.  This  is  the  offer  which 
the  congregation  expressed  its  willingness  to  ac- 
cept last  Saturday. 

The  old  cemetery,  or  graveyard,  is  in  fine  condi- 
tion, better  care  being  taken  of  it  than  is  the  case 
with  most  of  the  other  burial  places  in  German- 
town,  and  it  was  this  fact  and  the  interest  sftSira 
in  the  removal  of  Alexander  Mack's  remains  to 
this  place,  which  encouraged  the  gentleman  to 
make  his  generous  offer.  His  expressed  desire  is 
that,   in   order  to   insure   the   permanency  of  the 


I  OF  THBJBRETHREN  PARSONAGE. 

graveyard,   the   property  shall  be   put  in  trust  in 
such  a  way  that  his  interests  cannot  be  diverted. 

THE  PARSONAGE. 

Older  than  the  church  building  is  the  quaint 
parsonage  which  stands  on  the  south  side  of  the 
property.  It  is  so  low  that  persons  standing  on 
the  sidewalk  on  Germantown  Avenue,  can  easily 
place  their  hands  on  the  eaves  of  the  roof.  A  rain 
protector  extends  along  the  whole  front  of  the 
house,  and  to  enter  the  door,  the  visitor  steps 
down  below  the  level  of  the  street.  It  is,  howev- 
er, a  homelike  structure,  in  keeping  with  the  as- 
sociations which  cling  around  the  place.  It  was 
built  in  1756,  by  Philip  Weaver,  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  and  is  among  the  oldest  stone  hous- 
es in  Germantown.  It  is  only  recently  that  it  was 
used  as  a  parsonage.  Previously  it  was  occupied 
by  the  sextons  of  the  church.— Public  Ledger,  Phila- 
delphia, Feb.  27,  i8g6. 
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SELECTED  I 


. BOUSER. 


I  am  bending  low  o'er  the  hearthstone, 

The  fire  is  dying  away, 
Only  one  flickering  ember 

Emits  a  pale,  faint  ray. 
The  shadows  are  falling  softly 

O'er  the  quiet,  easy  room, 
And  the  weird,  ghost-like  silence 

Half  fills  my  heart  with  gloom, 
lam  all  alone  in  my  musings, 

While  memories,  thick  and  fast. 
Come  floating  down  the  vistas 

Of  the  far-off,  halcyon  past. 
Again,  we  seem  to  be  gathered 

Around  the  old  fireside; 
The  dear,  familiar  faces 

Are  beaming  with  joy  and  pride. 
Ah,  the  home  circle  now  is  broken! 

I  am  sighing  for  those  I  love — 
Some  are  out  in  the  wide  world, 

And  one  is  in  heaven  above. 
But  God  knows  best— he  is  watching 

O'er  my  loved  ones,  1  know; 
For  to  him  I've  committed  the  keeping 

Of  them  while  here  below. 
So  I  am  nevermore  weary, 

And  my  heart  is  lightened  ef  care, 
Since,  surely,  he  who  has  promised 

For  the  smallest  birdling  a  share 
Of  his  bounteous  love  and  protection, 

Will  gather  them  no  more  to  roam. 
When  the  angels  are  shouting  in  heaven 

The  glorious  "  harvest  home." 


THE    QOSIFElXi    MHSSHNQBH,. 

ing  the  Lord,  there  are  still  those  who  feel  un- 
willing to  become  children  of  God.  We  read,  in 
1  Chron.  28:  9,  David's  charge  to  Solomon:  "  And 
thou,  Solomon,  my  son,  know  thou  the  God  of 
thy  father,  and  serve  him  with  a  perfect  heart 
'ith  a  willing  mind:  for  the  Lord  searcheth 
all  hearts,  and  understandeth  all  the  imaginations 
of  the  thoughts:  if  thou  seek  him,  he  will  be  found 
of  thee;  but  if  thou  forsake  him,  he  will  cast  thee 
off  forever." 

Do  not  hesitate  any  longer,  but  seek  the  Lord. 
"  If  from  thence  thou  shalt  seek  thy  God,  thou 
shalt  find  him,  if  thou  seek  him  with  all  thy  heart 
and  with  all  thy  soul."     Deut.  4:  29. 

Middletown,  Pa. 

WILL  WE  BE  READY? 

BY  A.  M,  BA1R. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  hard  to  do  without  the 
Messenger  with  its  many  words  of  comfort,  inter- 
esting letters,  sermons,  etc.,  which  it  contains  each 
week.  These  things  are  as  food  to  the  hungry 
soul,  and  are  truly  of  great  worth  during  such 
times  of  unrest  and  much  distress  throughout  the 
land,  especially  in  this  part  of  the  Lord's  foot- 
stool. "  Gold!  Gold!  "  is  the  watch-word  wher- 
ever you  go. 

Truly,  we  cannot  help  thinking  the  coming  of 
the  Lord  is  nigh,  when  he  shall  again  turn  over 
the  money-changers'  tables  by  putting  to  use  their 
idol,  in  paving  the  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem, 
that  we  may  then  and  there  enjoy  its  beauty  and 
use  for  which  he  created  it.  There  are  wars  and 
rumors  of  wars.  Many  are  fleeing  to  the  moun- 
tains while  others  are  running  to  and  fro.  There 
are  earthquakes  in  divers  places,  and  many  are  the 
pleasures  and  enjoyments  of  the  world.  Shall 
Christ,  on  his  return,  find  any  of  his  people  look- 
ing for  him,  when  he  shall  make  his  appearance? 
May  he  find  us  watching  and  waiting,  and  ever 
faithful  when  he  shall  come! 

Littleton,  Colo. 


JOHN  WESLEY'S  LAST  DAY  ON  EARTH. 


John  Wesley  was  always  ready,  and  to  the  min- 
ute. A  lady  once  said  to  him,  "  If  you  knew  that 
you  would  die  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow  night, 
how  would  you  spend  the  intervening  time?" 
"Why,"  was  his  answer,  "just  as  I  intend  to  spend 
it.  I  should  preach  to-night  at  Gloucester,  and 
again  to-morrow  morning.  After  that,  I  would 
ride  to  Tewkesbury,  preach  in  the  afternoon,  and 
meet  the  society  in  the  evening.  I  should  then 
repair  to  friend  Martin's  house,  as  he  expects  to 
entertain  me;  converse,  pray  with  the  family,  re- 
tire to  my  room  at  ten  o'clock,  commend  myself 
to  my  Heavenly  Father,  lie  down   to   sleep,   and 

wake  in  glory." 

"  ALL  MEN  SEEK  FOR  THEE."— Mark  1 :  37- 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

When  our  Savior  was  engaged  in  preaching  from 
town  to  town  he  would  rise  up  a  great  while  before 
day  and  depart  into  a  solitary  place  and  there 
pray.  While  thus  engaged,  Simon,  and  they  that 
were  with  him,  found  him  and  said,  "  All  nun  seek 
for  thee."  How  our  ministering  brethren  would 
rejoice,  as  they  go  from  place  to  place,  if  the 
multitude  would  say,  "We  seek  for  thee"  to  in- 
struct us  in  spiritual  knowledge.  But  nowadays, 
when  a  minister  wants  to  talk  or  admonish  a  sin- 
ner, how  he  will  try  to  keep  out  of  his  way  and 
sight! 

If  a  great  doctor  comes  to  a  place  and  says 
he  can  cure  all  kinds  of  diseases,  how  the  sick 
and  afflicted  seek  after  himl  Christ  came  into  the 
world  to  seek  and  save  the  sin-sick  souls.  Al- 
though he  is  not  visible  now  to  us,  he  has  said 
that  "  whosoever  will  be  great  among  you,  let  him 
be  your  minister.  Even  as  the  Son  of  man  came 
not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to 
give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many."     Matt.  20:  26-28. 

At  this  season  of  the  year,  when  many  are  seek- 


TRACT  DISTRIBUTION. 


Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  of  Pickrell,  Nebr.,  in  the 
February  issue  of  the  Visitor  gives  some  interest- 
ing incidents  relating  to  tract  distribution  in  the 
West.     He  says: 

Our  deacon.  Charley,  and  wife,  two  of  my  daugh- 
ters and  self  took  an  overland  trip  a  short  time 
ago,  of  about  sixty  miles.  We  took  about  one 
thousand  tracts  along.  My  little  girl,  Winogene, 
who  makes  tract  work  a  specialty,  would  give 
about  all  the  little  boys  and  girls  a  tract.  We 
stopped  at  each  town,  and  left  a  few  in  each  store 
and  gave  the  bystanders  each  a  tract. 

Our  good  deacon  being  desirous  of  everybody 
getting  a  tract,  made  no  difference  between  Jew 
or  Gentile,  so  he  went  into  the  first  saloon  he 
came  to.  As  he  went  in,  the  bartender  was  passing 
fire-water  over  the  counter.  Our  good  brother 
said  to  him,  "  I  would  like  to  let  a  few  tracts  with 
you."  "All  right,  all  right!"  said  the  bartender. 
Charley  left  "  The  House  we  Live  in."  I  am  sure 
the  bartender  can  find  a  better  house  to  live  in 
than  he  has  now. 

Soon  after  this  we  crossed  the  railroad  where 
the  section  men  were  at  work.  We  gave  each  one 
a  tract,  which  was  kindly  received. 

Next  we  met  an  aged  Bohemian  who  had  just 
caught  a  jack  rabbit.  He  was  all  aglow  over  his 
success  and  took  great  delight  to  show  it  to  us. 
In  return  we  gave  him  some  tracts,  which  pleased 
him  very  much. 

We  then  came  to  a  schoolhouse,— just  at  recess. 
The  children  were  all  out  doors.  We  gave  them 
each  an  English  tract.  When  we  found  out  that 
there  were  some  German-reading  parents,  we  gave 
a  few  German  tracts  to  be  taken  home  for  the 
parents.  It  pleased  the  children  very  much  to 
have  us  speak  of  their  parents. 

At  one  place  we  left  a  few  tracts.  They  said, 
"You  people   are   Dunkards."     I   presume  it  was 
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a  surprise  to  them  to  think  that  Dunkards  were 
traveling  through  the  country,  sowing  spiritual  seed. 

We  took  dinner  at  a  farmhouse  of  very  hospit- 
able people.  On  leaving  we  gave  them  some 
tracts.  On  starting  away  we  found  we  had  left 
a  package.  On  returning  to  the  house  we  found 
the  family  busily  reading  the  tracts  just  left  them. 
I  am  well  satisfied  that  our  tracts  are  attractive 
and  will  readily  solicit  people's  attention. 

A  good  brother  writes  me,  asking  how  to  dis- 
tribute tracts.  The  directions  are  very  simple! 
Like  anything  else  you  want  done,  go  at  it  and 
stay  at  it  all  the  time.  Ask  God  to  bless  the 
work.  Have  faith  in  the  work,  believe  it  to  be 
a  good  thing,  and  that  you  want  to  do  somebody 
good.  Get  acquainted  with  the  tracts  you  are 
distributing,  so  that  you  will  feel  at  home  with 
the  tract  and  can  talk  about  it.  Always  have 
some  with  you.  Keep  them  clean  and  in  a  pre- 
sentable shape.  Distribute  your  tracts  to  who- 
ever you  meet  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Go  at 
it  cheerfully,  pleasantly  and  hopeful  of  doing  good. 
Never  be  unkind.  Never  act  as  the  brother  from 
whom  I  have  a  letter.  He  says,  "After  I  give 
some  one  a  tract  I  feel  like  a  sheep  dog."  Don't  be 
afraid!  People  always  will  think  more  of  you  and 
the  tract  if  you  show  yourself  zealous  in  the  work. 

JUDG1NO  A  MAN  BY  WHAT  HE  READS. 

BY  H.  R.  TAYLOR. 

/  I  was  not  born  in  Ireland, — that  not  being  left 
to  my  choice, —nevertheless  Irish  blood  runs  in  my 
veins.  The  Irish  have  bei  n  considered  by  some 
a  thoughtless  people,  but  once  in  awhile  we  find 
one  of  them  who  docs  his  own  thinking,  and 
thinks  on  the  right  side  too. 

One  Irish  brother  with  whom  I  am  acquainted, 
was  unfortunate  enough  in  life  not  to  receive  an 
education,  but  fortunate  enough  to  get  a  good 
wife  with  a  fair  education.  They  take  the  Messen- 
ger and  in  a  few  hours  after  its  arrival  in  their 
home  you  could  get  the  church  news  without  read- 
ing it  yourself.  This  same  brother  can  quote  more 
Scripture  in  his  prayers  than  many  of  us  preach- 
ers. He  is  in  favor  of  carrying  out  the  Savior's 
commission,  "Go,  teach  all  nations,"  and  teach 
them  all  things.  He  contributed  liberally  both  to 
home  and  foreign  missions. 

On  one  occasion  one  of  our  deacon  brethren  en- 
tered the  home  of  the  Irish  brother  referred  to. 
In  their  conversation  the  deacon  was  referred  to 
an  article  in  the  Messenger,  with  the  words,  "I 
suppose  you  read  it."  "No,"  replied  the  deacon, 
"I  didn't.  The  reason  I  did  not  read  it  is  be- 
cause I  do  not  take  the  paper."  At  this  the  Irish 
brother  expressed  some  surprise,  The  deacon 
brother  continued,  "There  are  some  persons  over 
there,  around  Mt.  Morris,  who  make  their  living  by 
running  that  paper,  and  if  the  brethren  would  not 
patronize  it,  they  would  have  to  get  out  and  work 
for  a  living." 

The  conversation  then  tu 
rection,  and  a  little  farther  c 
quired  of  the  deacon  if  he  V 
now  worth,  saying  he  had  a  ni 
ket.     The  deacon  brother  gave  1 
formation,     The   Irish  brother 
nitely,  when   the  deacon   brothe 
sure  that  he  was  correct,  for  he  read  it  in  two  differ- 
ent papers  that  he  was  taking. 

The  story  needs  no  comment,  but  it  is  safe  to 
watch  an  Irishman  if  you  do  not  want  to  get  your- 
self into  a  scrape. 

Deep  River,  Iowa. 


led  in  a  different  di- 
i  the  Irish  brother  in- 
cnew  what  hogs  were 
umber  ready  for  mar- 
ine desired  in- 
uired   more  defi- 


told 


God  is  perfectly  powerful,  because  he  is  per- 
fectly and  infinitely  of  use,  and  perfectly  good,  be- 
cause he  delights  utterly  and  always  in  being  of 
use,  therefore  we  can  become  like  God  only  in 
proportion  as  we  become  of  use.  All  life,  all  de- 
votion, all  piety  are  only  worth  anything— only 
divine,  and  God-like,  and  God-beloved— as  they 
are  means  to  that  one  end— to  be  of  use.— Charles 
Kingsley. 
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The  Brethren  are  prepa 
house  in  Batavia,  111. 


ing  to  build   a  meeting 


The  District  Meeting  of  Northwestern  Ohi< 
>e  held  in  the  Sugar  Ridge  church,  April  17. 


Some  interesting  meetings  have  been  held  recent- 
ly in  the  Green  Tree  church,  Pennsylvania.  Twen- 
ty-two were  added  to  the  church,  most  of  them  at- 
tendants of  the  Sunday  school. 


From  the  Missionary  Visitor  we  learn  that  during 
the  months  of  October,  November,  December  and 
January  S650.11  was  received  for  the  support  of  the 
Chicago  Mission.     Sister  Lizzie  B.   Howe  is  treas- 


The  home  ministers  in  the  Ludlow  church,  Ohio, 
held  a  series  of  meetings  that  resulted  in  ten  acces- 
sions. This  shows  what  the  home  ministers  can  do 
when  they  enter  upon  their  work  with  a  zeal.  Our 
churches  do  not  sufficiently  appreciate  the  great 
value  of  labor  performed  by  their  own  ministers. 


In  another  column  Bro,  J.  H.  Miller  gives  some 
interesting  facts  concerning  a  pastoral  visit  made 
by  the  elder  of  the  Goshen  church,  Ind.  In  forty- 
one  days  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  members 
were  visited,  which  shows  what  may  be  done  when 
there  is  a  strong  determination.  How  many  ol 
elders  in  the  Brotherhood  have  done  as  well? 


lutio 


pies. 


efresh- 


injudi 


Wisconsin,   failing  to 
ries  of  meetings,  went 


The  Brethren  at  Duran 
get  help  from  abroad  in  a 
earnestly  to  work  with  their  own  force.  Bro.  H. 
C.  Baker  did  the  preaching.  There  were  twenty 
applicants  for  membership.  This  is  another  proof 
of  what  may  be  done  by  earnest  efforts  upon  the 
part  of  the  home  ministers,  assisted  by  the  united 
efforts  and  prayers  of  the  whole  church.  Let  our 
home  ministers  take  courage  from  these  and  other 
reports.  

One  year  ago  great  results  were  promised  as  the 
outcome  of  organizing  the  Boys'  Brigades  in  con- 
nection with  Sunday  school  work.  It  was  a  novel- 
ty and  many  churches  encouraged  it.  It  brought 
scores  of  boys  into  the  Sunday  school,  not  because 
they  had  any  liking  for  the  study  of  the  Scriptures, 
but  because  they  enjoyed  playing  soldier.  It 
greatly  pleased  the  worldly-minded  preachers  and 
their  worldly-minded  flocks.  But  the  boys  soon 
grew  tired  of  playing  soldier,  and  now  we  hear  of 
but  few  Boys'  Brigades.  It  is  fortunate  for  the 
cause  of  religion  that  the  thing  has  proved  a  fail- 


f  In  1893  the  Catholic  Mitror  published  several 
editorials  endeavoring  to  show  that  the  only  day 
of  rest  endorsed  by  either  the  Old  Testament  or 
the  New  Testament  is  the  Jewish  Sabbath,  or  Sat- 
urday. The  editor  then  added  that  the  Catholic 
church,  "by  virtue  of  her  divine  mission,  changed 
the  day  from  Saturday  to  Sunday,"  and  this  he 
claims  was  done  one  thousand  years  before  the 
Pro'estants  were  in  existence.  These  editorials 
have  been  collected  by  the  Seventh  Day  Advent- 
ists,  published  in  tract  form,  and  are  now  being 
sent  out  over  the  country,  showing,  as  they  claim, 
our  only  authority  for  keeping  the  First  Day  of 
the  week  instead  of  Saturday.  Now  everybody 
who  knows  anything  at  all  about  history,  knows 
that  the  First  Day  of  the  week  was  observed  by 
primitive  Christians  long  before  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  had  an  existence.  Justin  Martyr 
and  TertulHan  make  repeated  mention  of  the  First 
Day  of  the  week,  or  Sunday,  in  the  second  and 
third  centuries.  And  for  the  Adventists  to  persist 
in  circulating  Catholic  literature  teaching  the  con- 
trary, is  certainly  no  credit  to  their  regard  for  the 
truth.  Any  person  having  doubts  concerning  the 
First  Day  of  the  week  being  the  proper  day  of 
worship,  should  send  us  gi.oo  for  "Canright's  i 
enth-Day  Adventism  Renounced."  He  tried  the 
Advent  doctrine  to  his  heart's  content,  and  the 
reading  of  his  book  (400  pages),  will  satisfy  any 
one  who  is  willing  to  listen  to  testimony. 


OUR  VISIT  TO  ELKHART. 


A   large   number   of   the    influential   wome 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  have  adopted  resolutions,   pled 
themselves  not  to  use  in  their  home 
ments  containing  liquors  in  any  form.     These 

s  should  apply  to  people  who 

as  to  use  whiskey  or  brandy  in  their  mince 
Many  a  boy,  who  ended  his  sad  career  in  a 
drunkard's  grave,  got  his  first  taste  for  whiskey 
from  the  mince  pie  on  his  mother's  table.  Putting 
intoxicating  liquors  in  your  pies  is  about  as  danger- 
ous as  the  little  "  not"  that  the  devil  had  the  ser- 
pent to  insert  into  God's  Word  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden.     Gen.  3:  4. 

/  While  women  constitute  two-thirds  of  all  the 
membership  in  the  churches  in  the  United  States,  it 
is  indeed  remarkable  that  only  one  out  of  every 
thirteen  among  criminals  is  a  woman.  Go  to  the 
churches,  and  of  those  in  attendance  two  out  of  ev- 
ery three  will  be  found  to  be  women.  But  visit  the 
penitentiary,  and  out  of  every  thirteen  twelve  are 
men.  Why  is  this?  Can  any  one  tell?  Is  the 
woman  better  than  the  man?  We  have  all  along 
been  taught  that  good  mothers,  good  wives  and 
good  sisters  make  better  men,  better  husbands,  and 
better  brothers,  but  statistics  show  that  there  is 
something  defective  somewhere. 


kneeled  and  also  interpreted  the  prayer  to  the 
kneeling  mutes.  The  scene  was  both  interesting 
and  impressive. 

In  this  city  the  Mennonites  are  quite  numerous. 
Here  they  have  one  of  the  best  publishing  houses 
in  the  State,  and  are  now  opening  a  school  that  is 
likely  to  prove  a  credit  to  the  community.  They 
are  a  plain  people,  and  while  they  greatly  differ 
from  us  concerning  some  cardinal  principles  of  the 
Gospel,  still  there  are  a  few  things  that  we  hold  in 
common,  and  we  naturally  feel  an  interest  in 
them,  as  well  as  they  do  in  us.  We  greatly  en- 
joyed brief  interviews  with  a  number  of  their  lead- 
ing workers. 

On  Saturday,  in  company  with  others,  we  spent 
a  few  hours  in  Goshen,  but  for  the  want  of  time, 
were  not  permitted  to  call  on  any  of  the  members. 
We  learn  with  pleasure,  that  the  membership 
around  Goshen,  as  well  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Elk- 
hart, is  very  large,  and  that  the  outlook  for  the 
church  in  this  part  of  Indiana  is  quite  encourag- 
ing. We  regret  that  we  could  not  remain  longer, 
but  business  demanded  our  attention  at  the  office. 
We  would  like  to  have  visited  several  of  the 
churches,  and  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to  do  so 
before  many  years.  J.  H.  M. 


Half-way  places  prove  quite  convenient  every 
now  and  then.  As  it  was  necessary  that  our  Execu- 
tive Committee  should  meet,  it  was  deemed  advan- 
tageous to  make  Elkhart,  Ind.,  the  half-way  place. 
So,  in  company  with  Bro.  Amick,  we  reached  that 
city  at  midnight,  March  12.  Bro.  Amick  returned 
on  Saturday,  while  we  remained  over  last  Sunday. 

This  was  our  first  visit  to  Elkhart,  and  we  must 
say  that  we  greatly  enjoyed  our  brief  sojourn  among 
the  members.  There  are  nearly  one  hundred  mem- 
bers in  the  city,  and  so  far  as  we  could  learn  their 
zeal  and  faith  are  to  be  commended.  They  have  a 
very  commodious  house  of  worship  and  are  exert- 
ing a  good  influence  in  the  place.  Bro.  I.  D.  Park- 
er is  in  charge  of  the  work  in  the  city,  and  is  giving 
it  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  energies.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  attending  three  preaching  serv- 
ices. Saturday  evening  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh 
gave  one  of  his  instructive  talks  on  Bible  Lands. 
On  Sunday  morning  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  preached 
and  in  the  evening  we  addressed  a  very  attentive 
assembly. 

At  these  meetings  we  had  what  was  to  us  a  new 
experience.  A  young  sister  stood  in  front  of  the 
stand  and  interpreted,  with  her  hands,  the  services 
to  a  number  of  mutes  occupying  the  front  seat. 
They  were  thus  permitted  to  enjoy  the  preaching 
as  well  as  those  who  can  hear.     During  prayer  she 


EASTERN  EDITORIAL  ITEMS. 

■ — We  were  made  sorry  to  hear  of  the  illness  of  our 
much  esteemed  elder,  Jacob  F.  Oiler,  of  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.  His  condition  became  so  serious  that  a 
surgical  operation  became  necessary.  And  though 
a  very  critical  one,  we  were  glad  to  learn  that  it 
was  a  successful  one,  and  the  last  report  was  favor- 
able. For  this  we  are  glad  and  we  are  sure  it  will 
be  news  of  rejoicing  to  the  many  who  have  been  so 
earnestly  praying  for  his  recovery. 

— We  failed  to  report  that  during  the  latter  part 
of  our  Bible  Term  we  held  a  very  successful  series 
of  meetings.  First,  we  had  a  series  of  doctrinal"  | 
sermons  by  Eld.  L.  W.  Teeter.  On  his  leaving  us, 
Bro.  T.  T.  Myers  kindly  took  up  the  work.  And 
after  he  was  called  home  the  meetings  were  contin- 
ued by  the  home  ministers,  which  ended  in  twenty- 
four  accessions,  and  one  went  home  to  be  baptized 
there,  making  twenty-five  in  all.  Of  these  a  num- 
ber were  of  our  home  people,  and  fellow-citizens 
which  makes  an  encouraging  addition  to  our  per- 
manent home  membership. 

— A  few  weeks  ago  we  commenced  another  series 
of  meetings  at  Ardenheim,  a  few  miles  east  where, 
during  last  summer,  we  built  a  churchhouse.  This 
meeting  was  conducted  by  our  home  ministers. 
And  as  a  result  twenty-one  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  Among  these  were  a  number 
of  heads  of  families,  and  the  substantial  citizens  of 
the  neighborhood,  thus  showing  the  advantage  of 
providing  a  churchhome  for  the  people.  The  citi- 
zens of  the  place  both  in  and  out  of  the  church  are 
a  quiet,  honorable,  and  peace-loving  people,  and 
we  know  of  no  place  where  there  are  better  pros- 
pects for  continued  religious  prosperity. 

—The  winter  term  of  the  Juniata  College  is  on 
the  close,  with  very  good  prospects  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  spring  term,  March  23.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  financial  depression,  the  present  year 
promises  to  be  the  fullest  in  attendance  and  most 
successful  in  work  and  religious  tone  of  any 
through  which  the  college  has  yet  passed. 

—The  Home  Mission  Board  of  Middle  Pennsyl- 
vania, during  the  present  year,  has  been  unusually 
active  and  aggressive  in  its  work,  and  is  adding 
from  time  to  time,  new  fields  for  successful  labor. 
There  are  hundreds  of  vacant  fields  in  all  of  our 
surrounding  villages  and  towns,  and  all  that  is 
needed  to  have  them  profitably  occupied,  is  for 
our  Home  Mission  Boards  to  see  that  laborers  are 
provided  and  sent.  Of  course,  their  power  to  do 
this  is  dependent  on  the  encouragement  and  help 
afforded  by  the  local  churches.  To  make  this 
work  a  success  it  means  "  An  all  pull, 
gether." 


pull  to- 
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OUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HELPS. 


Our  Sunday  school  helps  this  year  are  coming 
in  an  unusually  good  condition.    Our  aim  is  to. 
ke  them  as  good  as  any  in  the  country,  and  we 
™now  that  they  are  as  cheap  as  any  of  like  merit  in 
contents  and  workmanship.    They  are  all  prepared 
L  members  selected  for  the  purpose,  and  are  not 
lv  in  full  accord  with  the  church  and  her  princi- 
1  s  but  are  adapted  to  all  classes  of  our  Sunday 
school  work. 
Brethren 's  Quarterly  —This  is  intended  for  all  ad- 
anced  classes;  containing  the  lesson  text  and  com- 
ments  that  will  prove  very  helpful  to  those  desiring 
to  study  the  lesson.    The  comments  are  quite  full, 
clear,  and  to  the  point.    We  believe  our  reference 
system   has   no   equal  in   Sunday  school  helps  in 
America.    The  references  follow  each  verse.    This 
publication  contains  forty  pages,  is  neatly  covered, 
and    furnished    with    a    beautiful    colored     map, 
which   will    enable    the    student    to    gain    a    cor- 
rect knowledge  of  Bible  geography.    The  Diction- 
ary, found  in  each  quarterly,  will  prove  very  help- 
ful.   Price,  single  copy,  io  cents;  three  copies,  25 
cents;  eight  copies,  40  cents;  twenty  copies  and  ov- 
er, 3^2  cents  each. 

Juvenile  Quarterly. — This  is  one  of  the  neatest  and 
best  illustrated  helps  for  the  young  there  is  pub- 
lished. It  is  not  only  well  edited,  but  the  illus- 
trations are  fine  and  suited  to  the  contents  of  the 
lessons.  There  is  a  picture  accompanying  each  les- 
son. It  also  contains  a  colored  map,  and  comes 
this  quarter  in  a  neat  cover.  No  Sunday  school 
should  think  of  getting  along  without  this  publica- 
tion. Price,  three  copies,  15  cents;  six  copies,  25 
cents;  10  copies  and  over,  2^  cents  each. 

Children  at  Work—  Published  weekly,  but  mailed 
monthly,  is  well  illustrated  and  suited  to  the  wants 
of  small  children.  It  is  just  the  thing  for  the  little 
people  who  can  read  fairly  well.  It  is  put  up  in  a 
shape  and  style  that  they  can  comprehend.  Price, 
ten  copies  per  quarter,  25  cents;  twenty  copies  per 
quarter,  40  cents. 

Young  Disciple.— A  well  illustrated  and  carefully 
edited  weekly  for  the  children.  It  enjoys  a  wide 
circulation,  is  highly  prized  by  the  little  people, 
and  should  be  extensively  used  in  all  of  our  Sun- 
day schools.  Price,  50  cents  per  annum.  For  Sun- 
day schools,  for  three  months,  twenty  copies,  Si. 70; 
thirty  copies,  S2.50.  For  further  rates  see  next  to 
the  last  page  of  this  issue. 

We  would  like  to  see  our  Sunday  school  helps 
used  in  all  of  the  schools  in  the  Brotherhood,  and 
will  send  sample  copies  to  any  of  the  Sunday 
school  workers  desiring  to  examine  them.  We 
feel  sure  that  there  is  no  need  of  our  people  going 
elsewhere  for  the  helps  needed  in  this  line,  for  the 
improvements  made  on  our  helps  during  the  last 
year  should  commend  them  and  insure  their  use  tn 
all  parts  of  the  country.  Those  who  have  not  yet 
seen  these  helps  should  not  fail  to  examine  them. 

We  are  now  mailing  our  quarterlies  to  schools  in 
all  parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  hope  to  receive 
orders  from  hundreds  of  other  schools  during  the 
next  few  weeks. 

Let  it  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  lessons  for 
the  next  three  months  are  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  are  therefore  very  interesting. 

SPRINKLING  OR  IMMERSION. 


ment  containing  more  reckless  assertions  and  less 
testimony  in  support  of  the  positions  assumed 
than  is  found  in  this  work  of  fifteen  pages. 

The  author  assumes  that  baptism  is  one  thing 
while  the  manner  of  performing  it  is  another,  and 
then  concludes  that  the  rite  may  be  performed  by 
sprinkling  as  well  as  by  immersion.  Had  the  Sav- 
ior commanded  his  disciples  to  teach  all  nations, 
sprinkling  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  etc.,  we 
wonder  if  Mr.  Pye  would  have  maintained  that 
sprinkling  is  one  thing  and  the  manner  of  perform- 
ing it  quite  another,  and  that  the  rite  may  also  be 
performed  by  dipping.  He  also  asserts  that  baptize 
has  many  meanings,  and  then  affirms  that  sprink- 
ling is  one  of  the  meanings,  but  produces  not  one 
grain  of  testimony  to  prove  the  assertion.  He 
ought  to  know,  as  every  man  of  extensive  reading 
does  know,  that  there  is  not  in  the  world  an 
acknowledged  lexicographer  who  gives  sprinkling 
as  the  meaning  of  baptize. 

He  displays  rare  (?)  acquaintance  with  language 
n  the  two  following  quotations: 


\a  immersed  person  ceases  to  be  immersed  as  soon  as  he 
emerges  from  the  water,  but  a  person  baptized  is  always  bap- 
:ed." 


"To  dip  a  person  will  not  drown  him,  but  to 
will  endanger  his  being  suffocated." 


The  most  presumptuous  little  document  that  has 
yet  come  to  our  notice  on  the  "  Modes  of  Baptism  ' 
's  a  small  pamphlet  by  Nathaniel  Pye.  It  is  pub- 
lished by  the  request  of  the  Marshalltown  Minis- 
terial Association,  no  State  being  given.  We 
would  label  it  as  witty,  weak  and  worthless  so  far  as 
truth  is  concerned.    We  have  never  read  a  docu- 


Naaman  immersed  himself  seven  times,  and  ac- 
cording to  this  logic  he  was  unimmersed  just  as 
soon  as  he  came  from  the  water.  In  the  baptismal 
controversy  we  read  much  about  the  unimmersed, 
but  according  to  this  new  use  of  language  we  are 
led  to  conclude  that  all  the  immersed  are  unim- 
mersed just  as  soon  as  they  emerge  from  the  water 
He  refers  to  one  proof  text  in  support  of  sprink- 
ling. "So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations."  Isaiah 
52:15.  By  turning  to  Heb.  10:  22,  we  may  learn 
just  how  this  sprinkling  is  to  take  place.  Paul  says, 
"  Having  our  hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  con-  | 
I  science,  and  our  bodies  washed  with  pure  water." 
In  Heb.  9:  15  it  is  stated  that  the  conscience  is  to 
be  purged  by  the  blood  of  Christ.  Hence  the 
sprinkling  of  all  nations,  referred  to,  relates  to  the 
sprinkling  of  the  heart  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
while  the  body  in  baptism  is  to  be  washed  with 
pure  water. 

Our  author  next  assumes  that  Paul  was  sprinkled 
because  Ananias  told  him  to  "  arise  and  be  bap- 
tized,"—told  him  to  stand  up  and  be  sprinkled. 
Fortunately  in  Rom.  6:  4  Paul  tells  just  how  he 
was  baptized:  "  Therefore  we  are  buried  with  him 
by  baptism  into  death."  The  we  includes  Paul,  and 
he  says  that  in  his  baptism  he  was  buried,  and  ev- 
erybody knows  that  cannot  be  done  by  sprinkling. 
We  presume  Paul  believed  "once  buried  always 
buried,"  hence  he  says,  "We  are  buried." 

Concerning  those  baptized  on  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost, Mr.  Pye  reasons  that  the  authorities  at  Jeru- 
salem would  not  have  permitted  the  use  of  one  of 
the  pools— containing  drinking  water— for  the  pur- 
pose of  immersing  three  thousand  persons.  He 
thinks  that  would  have  spoiled  the  drinking  water. 
Now,  in  the  light  of  this  way  of  interpreting  Scrip- 
ture.'we  would  like  the  gentleman  to  turn  to  the 
fifth  chapter  of  John,  and  explain  why  the  authori- 
ties year  after  year,  permitted  a  great  multitude  of 
diseased  people  to  bathe  in  the  pool  of  Bethesda  ev- 
ery time  the  waters  became  troubled?  How  would 
that  affect  the  drinking  water  of  the  city?  In  the 
city,  at  that  time,  were  plenty  of  pools  for  bathing 
purposes,  and  to  this  day  the  pool  of  Siloam  is  used 
in  which  to  immerse  people.  We  might  notice  a 
few  other  points  in  the  pamphlet,  but  any  one  hav- 
ing anything  like  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures and  the  baptismal  controversy,  will  be  able  to 
detect  the  many  errors  found  throughout  the  docu- 
ment. The  pamphlet  was  sent  us  by  a  brother  for 
review,  and  we  have  thought  proper  to  give  it  this 
passing  notice.  '■ 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Twelve. 

HINDUISM  AND  IDOLATRY. 

To  enter  fully  into  the  subject  of  Hinduism  with 
its  innumerable  idols  and  symbols,  would  be  the 
work  of  years,  and  require  volume  upon  volume  of 
printed  matter,  and  yet  the  missionary  who  would 
successfully  meet  and  overthrow  Hinduism  must 
fully  acquaint  himself  with  its  religious  teachings 
and  its  philosophy.  In  a  brief  way  it  may  be  said 
the  Hindu  has  three  principal  gods,  known  to  them 
as  Brahma  the  creator,  Vishnu  the  preserver,  and 
Siva  the  destroyer.  The  last  two,  with  their  wives 
and  sons,  are  the  principal  deities  worshiped,  and 
from  these  come  all  the  gods  of  Hinduism. 

In  a  general  way  Hindu  worshipers  may  be  di- 
vided into  five  classes  or  sects: 

1.  Those  who  worship  Siva,  classed  under  the 
general  name  of  Saivas. 

2.  Worshipers  of  Vishnu,  who  are  known  as 
Vaishnavas. 

3.  Worshipers  of  the  wives  of  the  deities  or  fe- 
male energy  called  Saktas. 

4.  Worshipers  of  Ganesa  or  Gan-pati,  designated 
by  the  name  of  Ganapatyas. 

5.  The  sun  worshipers  or  Sauras.* 

These  different  sects  use  the  same  so-called  sa- 
cred books,  and  from  the  foregoing  list  come  the 
great  multitude  of  gods  and  idols  which  hold  India 
in  a  bondage  of  the  worst  possible  description.  It 
has  been  stated  after  a  most  careful  estimate  that 
there  are  three  hundred  and  thirty  million  idols 
worshiped  in  India.  This  vast  number  seems  quite 
incredible,  but,  after  visiting  the  bazaars  in  different 
cities  where  idols  made  of  brass  and  bronze  of  all 
sorts  and  sizes  are  exposed  for  sale,  and  having 
seen  others  made  of  clay,  moulded  by  the  potter's 
hand,  and  still  others  of  wood  and  stone,  we  are 
ready  to  accept  the  statement. 

We  have  in  our  possession  a  number  of  these 
idols  or  images.  One  of  them,  Ganesa,  or  Gan- 
pati,  has  a  human  body  disfigured  with  the  head  of 
an  elephant.  The  accepted  history  of  how  this 
strange  thing  occurred  will  show  the  character  of 
the  gods  of  the  Hindus  and  also  of  the  ignorance 
and  superstition  of  the  people  who  accept  as  in- 
spired such  silly  stories.  It  is  said  that  when  Ga- 
nesa was  born,  his  father,  Siva,  suspected  the  chas- 
tity of  the  goddess,  his  wife,  and  in  his  anger  cut  off 
the  boy's  head.  Afterward,  convinced  of  his 
spouse's  innocence,  he  repented  his  rash  act,  and  tak- 
ing the  head  from  an  elephant  placed  it  on  his  son. 
Krishna  is  another  popular  god  among  the  Hin- 
dus. His  uncle  cruelly  slew  all  his  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  he  was  only  saved  by  being  exchanged 
by  his  mother  for  a  shepherd's  child.  When  the 
boy  grew  to  manhood  he  slew  his  uncle.  Such  are 
the  stories  told  and  accepted  in  full  faith  by  these 
simple-minded,  ignorant,  idol  worshipers.  And 
these  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely.  Many  of 
the  stories  told  are  unfit  for  publication. 

The  Hindus  have  the  curious  custom  of  plac- 
ng  upon  the*  forehead  a  distinguishing  mark  of 
their  sect  or  of  the  god  they  worship.  These 
marks  are  of  different  colors,  bright  red,  yellow 
and  white  being  oftenest  used.  Ashes  are  used, 
and  with  this  is  mixed  the  coloring  matter.  The 
marks  are  placed  on  the  forehead  in  the  morning 
after  bathing,  and  remain  there  all  through  the 
day.  The  marks  of  the  worshipers  of  Vishnu  con- 
sist of  an  upright  bar  made  with  bright  red  and 
yellow  colors,  while  that  of  the  Saivas  is  three  hori- 
zontal strokes  made  with  white  ashes.  There  are 
some  seventy  of  these  marks  used,  most  of  them, 
however,  are  placed  on  the  arms  and  shoulders. 
"  The  face  marks  are  the  fewest  and  most  striking. 


♦Sir  Monier  Williams.    "  Brahmanism  and  Hinduis 
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These  consist  of  spots,  circles,  triangles,  straight 
lines,  curved  lines,  crescents,  simple  and  in  com- 
bination, and  of  varied  colors." 

In  addition  to  the  marks  made  with  colored  mat- 
ter, worshipers  of  Siva  and  Vishnu,  many  of  them, 
brand  their  breasts,  arms,  and  other  parts  of  their 
bodies  with  distinctive  emblems  of  their  sect. 
Such  marks  are  burned  in  the  flesh  with  red-hot 
stamps,  sometimes  made  of  gold.  The  symbols 
of  Siva  are  the  trident  and  linga;  while  those  of 
Vishnu  are  the  dicus,  the  club  and  the  conch- 
shells. 

The  worship  of  Siva  requires  considerable  work 
on  the  part  of  those  who  attend  to  it.  Dr.  Mitra, 
quoted  by  Williams,  is  authority  for  the  following 
description  of  this  kind  of  worship.  A  slab  or 
block  of  uncarved  granite  was  used  as  the  idol. 
Blocks  of  stone  are  set  up  and  painted  red  and 
worshiped.  We  have  seen  hundreds  of  idols  of 
this  kind  worshiped  by  the  Hindus.  The  daily 
worship  consists  of  no  less  than  twenty-two  cere- 
monial acts. 

1.  At  the  first  appearance  of  dawn  bells  are 
rung  to  rouse  the  deity  from  hisslumbers. 

2.  A  lamp  with  many  wicks  is  waved  in  front  of 
the  stone. 

3.  The  god's  teeth  are  cleaned  by  pouring  wa- 
ter and  rubbing  a  stick  about  a  foot  long  on  the 
stone. 

4.  The  deity  is  washed  and  bathed  by  emptying 
several  pitchers  of  water  on  the  stone. 

5.  He  is  dressed  by  placing  clothes  on  the 
stone. 

6.  The  first  breakfast  is  offered,  consisting  of 
grain,  sweetmeats,  curd  and  cocoanuts. 

7.  The  god  has  his  principal  breakfast  when 
cakes  and  more  substantial  viands  are  served. 

8.  A  kind  of  a  little  lunch  is  served. 

9.  The  god  has  his  regular  lunch. 

10.  The  mid-day  dinner  is  served,  consisting  of 
curry,  rice,  pastry,  cakes,  cream,  etc.,  while  a 
priest  waves  a  many-flamed  lamp  and  burns  in- 
cense before  a  stone. 

11.  Strains  of  noisy,  discordant  music  rouse  the 
deity  from  his  afternoon  sleep  at  4  P.  M.,  the  tem- 
ple having  been  closed  for  the  preceding  four 
hours. 

12.  Sweetmeats  are  offered. 

13.  The  afternoon  bath  is  administered. 

14.  The  god  is  dressed  as  in  the  morning. 

15.  Another  meal  is  served. 

16.  Another  bath  is  administered. 

17.  The  full  dress  ceremony  takes  place,  when 
fine,  costly  vestments,  yellow  flowers  and  perfum- 
ery are  placed  on  the  stone. 

18.  Another  offering  of  food  follows. 

19.  After  an  hour's  interval  the  regular  supper 
is  served. 

20.  Five  masks  and  a  kind  of  musical  instrument 
are  brought  in  and  oblations  are  made. 

21.  Waving  of  lights  is  performed  before  bed- 
time. 

22.  A  bedstead  is  brought  into  th 
the  god  composed  to  sleep. 

The  Hindus  do  not  starve  their  gpds,  of  coi 
it  is  understood  that  the  priests  do  the  eat: 
and  personal  observation  leads  us  to  say  that  they 
are  sleek,  fat,  and  show  evidence  of  having  an 
abundance  of  good  food.  Any  surplus  is  sold  am 
the  money  belongs  to  the  priests.  Many  of  th„ 
priests  do  not  believe  in  all  this  nonsense,  but  they 
say  the  people  want  it  so,  and  they  are  willing  to 
serve  them;  for  in  this  way  they  get  their  living. 
Why  should  they  not  do  it?  There  are  some 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  who  are  treading  danger- 
ously near  the  path  trod  by  the  Hindu  priest,— 
preaching  to  please  the'people. 

But  the  worst  features  of  Hinduism  and  idola- 
try are  yet  to  be  related,  that  is,  so  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  relate   them  with   due  regard  to  the  rules 


nctuary  and 


of  propriety.  The  worship  of  the  wives  of  Vis- 
hnu and  Siva,  or  female  energy,  under  the  name 
of  Saktism  is  so  utterly  degrading  in  its  charac- 
ter as  to  more  than  deserve  these  strong  words 
by  an  author  thoroughly  reliable:  "In  Saktism 
we  are  confronted  with  the  worst  results  of  the 
worst  superstitious  ideas  that  have  ever  disgraced 
and  degraded  the  human  race."  Sensuality,  drunk- 
enness, carnal  passion,  licentiousness  and  all  the 
grosser  appetites  are  held  to  be  forms  of  virtue. 
All  social  rules  and  restrictions  are  disregarded, 
and  the  vilest  orgies  are  indulged  in  by  those  who 
seek  in  this  way  to  gratify  their  deities.  Prosti- 
tution is  made  a  virtue  and  adultery  has  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  religious  rite.  Thousands  of  innocent 
girls,  even  before  their  birth,  are  dedicated  to  the 
idol  temple  service,  where,  in  the  name  and  in 
the  service  of  their  gods  they  lead  lives  of  shame. 
While  it  is  claimed  they  are  married  to  the  idol, 
they  at  once  become  the  slaves  of  licentious 
priests  who  rule  in  the  temples  where  they  be- 
long. All  this  but  faintly  describes  the  depth  of 
degradation  to  which  idolatry  has  sunk  these  peo- 
ple. Depravity  and  sin  seem  to  have  no  depth 
that  has  not  been  reached  by  them.  Ignorance 
and  superstition  have  bound  them  with  error's 
chain,  until  they  are  led  to  commit  all  these  ex- 
cesses with  the  sanction  of  their  idols,  and  in  the 
belief  that  by  them  they  will  please  their  gods. 

We  have  heard  it  said  by  those  at  home  who 
are  not  favorable  to  sending  the  Gospel  to  the 
heathen,  "  We  have  the  heathen  at  home,  con- 
vert them  first,  and  then  it  will  be  time  to  go  to 
foreign  lands."  If  the  apostles  had  taken  a  course 
of  this  kind,  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  would 
have  remained  in  Palestine  for  many  centuries. 
It  is  true  we  have  heathen  at  home,  but  they  have 
access  to  the  Bible,  and  we  may  thank  God  that 
to  the  enlightened  conscience  of  our  nation  sin 
is  sin,  while  here  it  is  even  in  its  worst  aspect,  a 
form  of  righteousness.  The  people  at  home  have 
the  Gospel,  here  they  sit  in  the  deepest  darkness 
of  sin's  darkest  night. 

We  have  asked  ourselves  over  and  over  again, 
since  coming  into  actual  contact  with  idolatry,  and 
coming  to  know  by  hearing  and  seeing  the  re- 
ality as  it  exists,  how  shall  we,  as  a  church,  es- 
cape if  we  neglect  to  do  our  full  part  in  giving  the 
Gospel  of  light  to  these  people? 

Probably  many  of  us  will  go  on,  as  we  have 
been  going  on  in  the  past,  building  fine  houses, 
costing  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
furnish  them  with  costly  carpets,  rich  furniture, 
expensive  organs  and  pianos,  and  with  pictures 
and  bric-a-brac;  because  the  esthetic  and  the  love 
of  the  beautiful  in  us  must  be  cultivated;  and 
load  our  tables  to  groaning  with  delicacies  and 
luxuries,  and  eat  to  repletion;  and  chew  and 
smoke  tobacco;  and  ride  in  fine  carriages  drawn 
by  splendid  horses  in  expensive  harness  and  cost- 
ly trappings;  and  wear  gold  and  costly  array,  and 
spend  the  Lord's  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread,  and  for  that  which  satisfieth  not,  and  let 
these  poor  souls  die  in  the  depths  of  sin  and  idol- 
atry. 

We  repeat  again,  this  is  what  some  of  us  are 
doing,  and  shall  we  go  on  in  this  way  until  some 
day  God  calls  us  as  unfaithful  stewards  to  give  an 
account  of  our  stewardship?  And  then  what?  Let 
each  answer  th[s  question  for  himself,  and  answer 
it  not  as  unto  man,  but  as  unto  God! 

And  here  is  another  question:  How  many  mis- 
sions could  we  support  in  India  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  if  all  the  actual  unnecessaries  of  life 
were  cut  off  among  us,  such  as  tobacco,  table 
delicacies,  costly  garments,  useless  photographs, 
unnecessarily  expensive  houses  and  furniture,  and 
indulgences  which  only  gratify  a  perverted  taste 
and  appetite?  Would  one  hundred  missionaries 
be  too  high  an  estimate?  d.  l.  m. 


— *  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY*— 

SHALL  THEY  KNEEL  BESIDE  ME  THERE? 


What  changes  have  been  in  the  home 

Where  my  childhood  so  joyous  was  pas 
O  where  have  those  blessed  days  gone? 

Too  sweet  were  they  ever  to  last! 
In  the  swift  passing  years  they  are  flown, 

Now  hid  from  affectionate  sight, 
As  a  rose  in  the  dawning  fresh  bloom 

Doth  wither  and  fade  in  the  night. 
In  dreamland  I  visit  the  place. 

And  wander  through  every  room. 
What  beauty  rude  time  may  deface, 

And  leave  in  its  stead  only  gloom! 
Sad,  sad  are  my  tears  as  they  fall! 

Each  dear,  treasured  corner  and  nook 
And  chamber  re-echoes  my  call 

In  a  wail  and  a  desolate  look. 
God,  where  are  the  friends  of  my  youth, 

The  loved  ones  I  cherished  as  mine? 
Live  they  in  the  light  of  Thy  Truth 

Their  graces  all  glowing  in  Thine? 
Alone  at  Thy  altar  I  bow; 


Not  < 


)kne 


side! 


With  mine,  do  their  prayers  greet  Thee  1 

From  altars  the  long  leagues  divide? 
Dear  Lord!  is  there  one  that  I  knew. 

With  Thee  in  Thy  sheltering  fold. 
Of  those  who  were  worthy  and  true? 

O,  do  not  the  secret  withhold! 
Have  I  blessed  ones  nearing  the  throne? 

O!  say,  ere  the  dark  veil  is  drawn, 
Shall  I  at  Thy  feet  kneel  alone 

In  eternity's  beautiful  dawn? 
La  Porte,  Ind. 


DON'T  WORRY  THE  CHILDREN. 

A  late  issue  of  the  Christian  Herald  contains 
some  excellent  advice  to  parents  about  worrying 
their  children.     It  says: 

"  Parents  need  to  be  reminded  occasionally  of 
the  fact  that  their  children  should  not  be  fretted 
or  worried  needlessly,  as  is  too  often  the  habit 
of  some  fathers  and  mothers.  The  Bible  has  thfc 
warning:  'And  ye  fathers,  provoke  not  your  chil- 
dren to  wrath,'  a  clause  which,  Archdeacon  Farrar 
says,  in  the  original  means  exactly:  '  Do  not  irritate 
your  children.'  '  Do  not  rub  them  the  wrong  way.' 
The  modern  father  or  mother,  anxious  to  bring 
up  their  child  in  accordance  with  all  the  latest 
methods,  is  in  danger  of  overdoing  the  training 
of  the  little  one.  A  father,  who  had  learned  by 
experience  the  wisdom  of  letting  his  children  alone 
to  a  certain  extent,  declares  that  he  harmed  his 
first  child  for  life  by  his  exacting  requirements. 
She  was  checked  unduly  and  shut  up  within  her- 
self until  she  grew  up  in  a  rigid  and  unnatural 
constraint.  The  same  warning  might  be  applied 
to  children  of  an  older  growth,  who  are  not  per- 
mitted to  develop  their  own  individualities.  Dr. 
Farrar  sums  the  whole  matter  up  in  one  sentence: 
'  Parents  must  respect  their  children  as  well  as 
children  their  parents.'  " 

We  suggest  that  parents  may  de 
dren  by  occasionally  leaving  som> 
judgment,  So  long  as  the  child's  judgment  is 
right,  encourage  him.  When  his  judgment  leads 
him  wrong,  correct  him,  but  in  no  instance  keep 
him  so  worried  and  discouraged  that  he  cannot 
have  an  opportunity  for  development. 


'elop  their  chil- 
things  to  their 


A  THOUGHT  ON  HOME  MISSION  WORK. 

BY  JOHN  S.  RICHARDS. 

Much  has  been  said  about  both  Home  and  For- 
eign Missions,  and  comparatively  little,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  done.  Why  all  this?  Why  do  we  not 
do  more  for  the  cause  of  the  One  who  has  done 
so  much  for  us?  Is  it  not  largely  because  we 
have  allowed  ourselves  to  become  over-fed?  Is  it 
not  largely  because  we  have  lived  near  some  kind 
brother  and  sister,  with  a  large  band  of  Christian 
believers  around  us,  and  near  the  church,  where 
we  could  attend  Sabbath  school  each  Lord's  Day 
morning,   and    preaching    immediately    afterward, 
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and  social  and  prayer  meeting  in  the  evening, 
and  have  all  the  rich  blessings  of  a  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther showered  upon  us?  Are  we  not  sometimes 
as  the  children  of  Israel  were?  After  they  had 
conquered  their  enemies  in  the  Land  of  Promise, 
and  had  gotten  a  kingdom  established  they  be- 
came satisfied,  forgetful  of  there  being  much  yet 
to  do  to  hold  the  kingdom. 

Whose  fault  is  it  when  we  see  our  children  going 
the  downward  road,  or  going  to  the  altars  of  our 
neighbor  churches?  Is  it  not  because  we  have 
become   stupid,   and   drowsy,   and   have   been   di 


pend 


on  the  minister  or  some  kind  friend   to 


eak  to  them? 

Brother,  sister,  ought  we  not  to  get  out  of  this 
stupid  condition  by  going  to  work?  Have  we  not 
a  son  or  daughter  or  a  kind  friend  or  neighbor 
unsaved?  Have  we  no  sick  neighbor?  Have  we 
no  widows  or  orphans  who  need  our  sympathy? 
Have  we  no  poor  to  whom  we  might  give  a  dollar, 
or  a  sack  of  flour,  or  a  new  garment?  Could  we 
not  give  a  word  of  comfort  or  encouragement  to  a 
sin-sick  soul? 

Have  we  assisted  our  minister  in  the  series  of 
meetings  by  our  prayers  as  we  should  have  done, 
or  have  we  assisted  in  the  meetings  at  all?  How 
long,  oh  how  long,  will  we  sit  idly  by  and  see 
thousands  of  our  fellowmen  go  down  to  ruin,  all 
around  us,  and  we  not  try  to  save  them? 

Let  us  realize  this  is  our  work,  and  not  leave  all 
the  work  to  the  ministry. 

West  Manchester,  Ohio. 


the 


Feb.  29.     "  Bless  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts;  ye 
ministers  of  his,  that  do  his  pleasure. 
Lord,  all  his  works  in  all  places  of  his  dominie 
bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul."     Psa.  103:  21,  22. 

A.  B.  Fisher, 
March  2. 


From  Knob  Creek,  Tenn. 
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From  Centropolis,  Kans. 

1  Bbo.  Charles  Yearout  came  to  us  Feb.  19,  and 
held  a  series  of  meetings  in  Centropolis,  ten  miles 
from  the  churchhouse.  The  Brethren  having  no 
churchhouse  in  Centropolis,  the  meetings  were  held 
in  the  Baptist  church.  Bro.  Yearout  preached,  in 
all,  eleven  sermons,  including  one  funeral.  He 
surely  did  his  duty  in  dealing  out  the  Word  to  us. 
The  house  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  all  the  time 
during  the  meetings.  Four  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side  and  expressed  a  desire  to  be  baptized.  Bap- 
tism will  be  attended  to  in  the  near  future.  We 
feel  sure  there  are  others  that  were  convinced  and 
almost  persuaded  to  become  Christians.  Such 
brethren  as  Bro.  Yearout  should  be  kept  in  the 
field  all  the  time.  We  were  sorry  the  meetings  had 
to  close  so  soon,  but  Bro.  Yearout's  engagements 
in  other  fields  called  him  away. 

James  T.  Kinzie. 
Centropolis,  Kans,,  March  2. 


Our  work  in  the  Knob  Creek  church,  Washing- 
ton Co.,  Tenn.,  closed  March  2,  with  fifteen  ad- 
ditions by  baptism,  and  one  applicant  yet  to  be 
baptized.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  a 
commendable  interest  was  manifested. 

The  Brethren  church  is  not  very  extensively 
known  in  Eastern  Tennessee,  and  after  spending 
three  weeks  in  the  State,  studying  the  social  and  re- 
ligious conditions  of  the  people,  I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  field  offers  fine  opportunities  to  our 
people  for  successful  mission  work.  To  home-seek- 
ers, desiring  a  mild  climate,  plenty  of  fine  spring- 
water  and  cheap  lands,  capable  of  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  with  railroads,  towns,  schools,  etc.,  the 
country  offers  fine  inducements.  Taken  all  togeth- 
er it  is  an  inviting  field. 

The  membership  already  established  will  be 
found  earnest  and  active,  and  among  the  ministers 
there  are  some  of  our  most  energetic  and  self-sacri- 
ficing brethren.  But  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the 
demand.  The  field  is  large,  immensely  large,  and 
the  laborers  are  comparatively  few.  Let  us  pray 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  for  an  increase  of  laborers, 
with  complete  co-operation  throughout  the  mem- 
bership, for  herein  lies  our  strength.  '  Oh,  that  an 
active  working  spirit  might  seize  the  entire  Broth- 
erhood! H.  C.  Early. 

March  3. 

From  the  Logan  Church,  Ohio. 

— Contrary  to  our  usual  custom  our  Sunday 
school  was  kept  up  for  three  months  during  the 
winter  and  demonstrated  the  fact  that  a  Sunday 
school  is  just  as  successful  in  the  winter  as  in  the 
summer.  The  attendance  was  as  good  as  usual,  and 
the  interest  seemed  to  deepen. 

— During  the  forepart  of  February  we  had  with 
us  Bro.  David  Hollinger  and  wife,  who  held  a  very 
successful  Bible  school.  The  attendance  was  not 
large,  but  all  that  came  seemed  to  take  a  lively 
interest  in  the  work.  Brother  and  sister  Hollinger 
proved  themselves  able  teachers  of  the  Word,  and 
made  many  warm  friends  while  with  us. 

Our  council,  Feb.  29,  passed  off  pleasantly,  and 

the  matters  which  came  before  the  meeting  were 
adjusted,  seemingly,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Our 
presiding  elder,  Bro.  L.  H.  Dickey,  of  Alvada, 
Ohio,  was  with  us.  Two  requests  go  to  District 
Meeting.  Bro.  Abednego  Miller  goes  to  Annual 
Meeting  as  delegate  and  Bro.  Wm.  Bean  to  Dis- 
trict Meeting.  Bro.  Jacob  Swank  was  chosen  Sun- 
day school  Superintendent  for  the  coming  year. 
John  R.  Snyder. 

Belle fontaine,  Ohio. 


by  Bro.  Wm.  Howe,  after  which  the  remains  were 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Flemington,  followed 
by  a  large  concourse  of  sympathizing  friends. 

Thus  one  by  one  our  brethren  are  passing  away, 
but  may  the  bereaved  ones  find  comfort  from  the 
words  of  the  Psalmist,  "  Precious  in  the  sight  of 
the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints." 

Jennie  F.  Green. 

Sergeantsvilk,  N.  J. 


From  Bills,  Pa. 


The  saints  of  the  Sandy  Creek  church,  W.  Va., 
immenced  a  series  of  meetings  Feb.  22,  and  con- 
nued  until  March  I.  Considering  the  inclemency 
muddy  roads,  the  attendance 
d  the  attention  excellent.  As 
It,  two  were  baptized  and  two 
urch  numbers  about  three  hun- 
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reclaimed,  Th 
dred  members 
miah  Thomas, 
the  second  degree,  and  two  in  the  first  degree. 
They  have  six  Sunday  schools  and  three  prayer 
meetings.  There  are  eight  places  for  preaching 
each  month  in  their  congregation,  Our  associa- 
tions with  the  church  were  pleasant. 

We  also  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  our  aged 
brother,  George  Thomas,  who  is  the  oldest  man  in 
that  community.  He  is  in  his  eighty-third  year. 
He  is  one  of  the  strong  pillars  of  the  church. 
May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  him  in  his  de- 
clining years!  Many  thanks  to  the  members  for 
their  kindness  and  Christian  courtesy! 

Silas  Hoover. 


From  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

Our  series  of  meetings  is  still  going  on.  So  far 
nineteen  have  put  on  Christ  by  baptism,  and 
there  are  ten^more  applicants.  We  cannot  yet  tell 
when  we  will  close,  but  if  we  can  get  minis- 
terial help  we  will  continue  the  meetings  as  long  as 
we  can  do  any  good.  These  meetings  show  what 
can  be  done  when  the  whole  membership  of  the 
church  is  united,  and  each  one  willingly  does  his 
part.  We  had  a  special  council,  near  the  begin- 
ning of  these  meetings,  and  settled  all  difficulties 
satisfactorily  to  all.  Since  then  the  Lord  has 
blessed  our  labors  in  his  vineyard.  There  are  many 
others  yet  that  are  halting  between  two  opinions, 
but  we  are  still  praying  for  them.  We  again  ask 
the  united  prayers  of  the  whole  Brotherhood  in  be- 
half of  the  Master's  cause  at  this  place,  as  we  know 
that  God  hears  the  prayers  of  the  righteous,  and 
answers  them. 

We  think  that  many,  upon  reading  their  Gospel 
Messenger  of  Feb.  29,  offered  up  their  prayers  for 
the  cause  here.  Last  night  ten  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side.     All  former  applicants  were  baptized 


Death  of  Eld.  Israel  Poulson.  • 

Eld.  Israel  Poulson  departed  this  life  at  Sand 
Brook,  Hunterdon  Co.,  N.  J.,  Feb.  28,  1896,  aged 
seventy-four  years,  ten  months  and  fourteen  days. 
He  had  been  a  sufferer  from  paralysis,  for  some 
time.  He  was  married  to  sister  Harriet  Johnson 
Oct.  6,  1841.  He  joined  the  Brethren  church  Sept. 
27,  1846,  and  was  elected  to  the  ministry  April  8, 
1848.  He  labored  in  the  Amwell  church  about 
thirty-three  years,  during  which  time  he  did  a 
great  amount  of  preaching  at  home  and  abroad. 
He  was  a  zealous  worker  and  instrumental  in  build- 
ing up  the  church.  In  1881  he  moved  to  Upper 
Dublin,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  and  labored  for  the 
Brethren  there  about  four  years.  Then  he  came 
back  to  New  Jersey  and  was  the  pastor  of  the 
Bethel  church  until  his  death.  He  served  in  the 
ministry  forty-eight  years.  A  widow,  daughter, 
son  and  grandson  survive  him.  His  funeral  took 
place  at  the  Sand  Brook  church  March  3.  The 
occasion  was  improved  by  Bro.  C.  W.  Moore,  from 
the  words,  "This  is  my  rest  forever:  here  will  I 
dwell'  for  I  have  desired  it,"  Psa.  132:  14,  assisted 


Notice  to  Northern  District  of  Missouri. 

A  meeting  of  the  Mission  Board  of  Northern 
Missouri  was  held  March  7,  1896,  in  the  Smith 
Fork  church.  All  members  of  the  Board  were 
present. 

Since  the  amount  in  our  treasury  is  somewhat 
limited,  the  Board  decided  to  discontinue  our 
evangelistic  work  until  about  Aug.  I.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  hold  regular  appointments 
once  a  month,  if  possible,  at  our  different  mission 
points  until  that  time. 

All  parties  desiring  a  series  of  meetings  this 
summer  or  fall  will  please  address  the  undersigned 
not  later  than  May  1,  if  possible,  so  that  suitable 
arrangements  can  be  made  early  in  the  season. 

J.  H.  Shirky,  Sec. 

Rockingham,  Mo.,  March  g. 


From  the  Lower  Miami  Church,  Ohio. 

Our  quarterly  council  convened  March  5.  Ev- 
erything passed  off  pleasantly.  Some  business  was 
transacted  looking  forward  to  some  improvement 
in  our  churchhouse.  This  is  a  point  that  some- 
times may  be  overlooked,  nevertheless  it  is  often 
a  fact  that  in  wealthy  congregations  the  appear- 
ance of  the  house  of  worship  is,  to  some  extent, 
a  natural  barometer,  that  indicates  the  spiritual 
status  of  their  membership.  It  was  also  decided 
that  we  would  try  to  secure  the  services  of  Bro. 
George  L.  Studebaker,  of  Shideler,  Ind.,  to  hold  us 
a  series  of  meetings.  An  election  was  held  for 
delegates  to  District  and  Annual  Meeting,  which 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  Bro.  Enoch  Hyer  for 
Annual  Meeting  and  Bro.  Amos  Noffsinger  and 
the  writer  for  District  Meeting.  We  have  been 
having  meetings  this  winter  in  the  evening,  every 
two  weeks,  in  addition  to  the  regular  appointment, 
with  good  interest  and  attention.  Our  Sunday 
school,  ably  superintended  by  Bro.  C.  C.  Stebbins, 
is  now  nearing  the  second  year  of  incessant  work. 
Before  that  time  it  always  hibernated  during  near- 
ly half  the  year.  Bro.  Emmanuel  Shank,  formerly 
of  this  place,  will  soon  move  among  us  again. 
This  will  make  our  force  consist  of  four  ministers 
and  eight  deacons.  With  such  an  ample  corps 
of  officers,  well  seconded  by  the  laity,  and  well 
directed,  an  active  onset  on  the  ranks  of  Satan 
might  reasonably  be  expected.  J.  O.  Garst. 

Dayton,  Ohio,  March  7. 
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From  Durand,  Wis. 

We  have  just  closed  one  of  the  most  enjoyabli 
series  of  meetings  ever  held  in  this  congregation 
At  our  last  council-meeting  we  decided  to  hold  ; 
series  of  meetings  some  time  in  February,  if  we 
could  get  help.  Accordingly  we  wrote  to  two  eld 
ers  to  be  with  us,  but  both  failed  to  come.  Thei 
our  home  minister,  Eld.  H.  C.  Baker,  commences 
preaching  Feb.  23,  and  continued  until  March  5 
preaching,  in  all,  thirteen  sermons.  From  the 
start  there  was  a  deep  interest  manifested.  Th< 
church  was  well  filled  each  night  with  attentive 
listeners.     Twenty  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side. 

March  7  was  our  regular  council-meeting,  aftei 
which  we  repaired  to  the  water,  where  the  ordi- 
nance of  baptism  was  administered  to  ten  of 
the  applicants.  Among  the  number  were  a  ! 
band  and  wife;  the  rest  are  some  of  the  finest  young 
people  in  our  neighborhood,  ranging  from  six- 
teen to  twenty-three  years  of  age.  The  other 
applicants  will  be  baptized  later  on.  Some  could 
not  be  baptized  at  present  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Bro.  Henry  and  wife  contracted  severe  colds, 
which  necessita'ed  closing  the  meetings  too  soon. 
We  feel  that  others  are  counting  the  cost.  Dur- 
ing the  meetings  we  had  good  order.  A  very 
large  crowd  gathered  at  the  water  to  witness  the 
ordinance  of  baptism.  All  seemed  impressed  with 
the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  Give  God  the 
praise!  E.  E.  Joyce. 

March  S. 

From  the  Laforge  Church,  Mo. 

We  commenced  meetings  in  Mississippi  County 
at  the  Hurricane  schoolhouse,  on  Wednesday,  Feb. 
5,  1S96,  and  held  the  first  love  feast  that  was  ever 
held  by  our  Brethren  in  that  neighborhood.  Six- 
teen members  surrounded  the  tables,  and  we,  in- 
deed, had  a  feast  of  love.  We  closed  the  meetings 
on  Wednesday  night  and  commenced  meetings 
in  our  churchhouse  on  Friday  night.  Our  home 
ministers  commenced  the  meetings,  but  as  Bro. 
Lorah  had  business  away  from  home  to  attend  to, 
Bro.  Ira  P.  Eby  was  left  alone  with  the  meetings. 
A  council  and  love  feast  had  also  been  appointed 
for  the  last  of  the  week,  and  with  no  prospect  for 
any  ministerial  help,  you  can  imagine  our  joy  at 
seeing  Bro.  D.  B.  Eby  come 'to  our  assistance  on 
Wednesday.  He  preached  for  us  nine  days,  pre- 
sided over  our  council,  and  officiated  at  our  feast. 
There  were  thirty-eight  communicants  at  our  feast. 
We  have  a  membership  of  seventy-one  now,  but 
twenty-five  of  them  are  isolated,  and  live  from 
eight  to  sixty  miles  from  the  church.  Some  were 
kept  away  by  sickness  in  their  families.  Three 
dear  souls  were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin,  and  to 
be  baptized  into  Christ.  There  is  one  to  be  re- 
claimed. Minta  Eby. 

March  j. 

From  the  Ottawa  Church,  Kans. 

On  Saturday,  Feb.  22,  the  Ottawa  church  met 
in  council.  Bro.  1.  H.  Crist,  of  Gardner,  the  elder 
in  charge;  also  elders  Jacob  Trostle  and  Charles 
Yearout,  were  present.  Brethren  Henry  Ross  and 
S.  P.  Weaver  were  chosen  delegates  to  District 
Meeling.  Bro.  H.  Ross  was  elected  delegate  to 
Annual  Meeting.  He  was  also  advanced  to  the 
second  degree  of  the  ministry.  The  Ottawa 
church  was  organized  in  August.  1892,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  thirty-two.  Nearly  half  of  them  were 
living  at  quite  a  distance  from  the  church.  At  no 
one  time  has  there  been  any  great  ingathering  of 
souls;  one  and  two  at  a  time  has  been  the  general 
rule.  On  the  Sunday  following  the  council  there 
was  one  sister  baptized  and  others  are  carefully 
considering  the  momentous  question.  Some  have 
come  in  by  letter,  and  others  were  dismissed  the 
same  way.  At  this  writing  we  have  a  little  more 
than  doubled  our  membership  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  church. 

We  learn  there  are  some  people  who  think  it  is 
impossible  to  maintain  Gospel  plainness  in  the 
cities.  We  can  truly  thank  God  that  thus  far  we 
have  had  no  trouble  in  that  regard.     We  make  no 


compromises  with  fashion,  because  we  attend  meet- 
ings in  a  city.  I  think,  as  a  congregation,  we  ad- 
here as  closely  to  the  practices  and  principles  of 
the  Brethren  as  any  other  congregation  in  either 
town  or  country.  If  only  every  brother  and  sis- 
ter could  lay  aside  the  desire  to  be  just  a  little 
like  the  world  in  dress  and  other  useless  customs, 
they  would  find  peace  and  corrafort  multiplied. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely.  We 
give  God  all  the  praise.  We  are  hoping  and 
praying  that  very  much  good  may  result  from  th 
Annual  Meeting  which  will  convene  here  in  about 
three  months.  Fanny  Morrow 


From  Moscow,  Idaho. 


We  have  had  two  series  of  meetings  this  winter, 
conducted  by  Eld.  S.  S.  Barklow,  assisted  by 
brethren  Gwinn  and  Stiverson.  One  was  bap- 
tized, and  five  made  application  for  membership, 
who  will  be  baptized  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit. 

We  held  a  council  Feb.  28.  There  was  but  lit- 
tle business,  which  was  disposed  of  satisfactory 
to  all.  Certificates  of  membership  were  allowed 
Eld.  Barklow  and  wife  and  Bro.  Stiverson  and 
wife,  who  intended  moving  to  Coos  County,  Ore- 
gon, in  a  few  days.  Jan.  25  part  of  the  Moscow 
church  was  organized  into  a  separate  body,  to  be 
known  as  the  Grafton  church. 

This   arrangement   leaves    the     Moscow    church 

with  one  minister,   two   deacons,  and  about  twen- 

ribers.     There  are   now    two     organized 

n    Idaho,   and  two  in  Washington,   vis,, 

d  Grafton  in  Idaho;  Spokane  and  Day- 

The    Washington    churches 

disadvantage,  owing  to  being 

Itered  over  so  much  territory  that  the  members 

not  get  together,   and  unless    something    can 

be  done  to  concentrate  their  work,  they  will  in- 

tably  revert  to  the  mother  church,  viz.,  Moscow. 

Something  should  be  done  to  sustain  these  organ- 

;ations.    What  will  it  be?  James  Weimer. 

March  2. 
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Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  Cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  (ar  country." 

Rockton,  Pa.— March  7  the  Brethren  met  in 
council.  All  business  was  adjusted  in  love  and 
harmony.  Bro.  B.  Huey  was  elected  to  represent 
us  at  our  next  District  Meeting.  We  also  decided 
to  hold  a  love  feast  in  the  Bethel  house  May  29. — 
John  A.  Brilhart. 

Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio.— The  Wyandot  church 
met  in  council  March  7.  Bro.  Albert  Myers  and 
Sylvester  Heistand  were  elected  Superintendents 
of  our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Aldo  Newman  and 
Sylvester  Heistand  are  our  delegates  to  District 
Meeting. — Alvdy  Buxton,  March  g. 

La  Place,  111.  —  The  members  of  the  Okaw 
church. met  in  quarterly  council  March  5.  All 
business  was  disposed  of  pleasantly.  Four  mem- 
bers were  received  by  letter  and  six  letters  of 
membership  were  granted.  A  request  for  social 
meetings  was  granted.  The  church  agreed  to  "have 
a  love  feast  May  21,  commencing  at  10  A.  M — E 
F.  Wolfe,  March  8. 

Clear  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Feb.  15  Bro.  John 
H.  Miller  commenced  a  series  of  meetings,  which 
he  continued  till  March  3,  preaching  in  all,  twenty- 
six  interesting  sermons.  Two  were  baptized.  Our 
council-meeting  was  held  Feb.  27.  Bro.  Hodgden 
asked  for  help  in  the  ministry.  The  church  de- 
cided to  hold  a  choice  in  the  near  future.— John  H. 
Christian,  Roanoke,  Ind, 

Fort  Hoover,  Va.— Bro.  John  F.  Driver  came  to 
us  Feb.  22,  and  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Mount  Zion  church.  He  remained  until  March  2, 
preaching,  in  all,  twelve  sermons.  The  attendance 
was  very  large,  with  excellent  attention.  Bro. 
Driver  labored  very  faithfully.  Two  precious  souls 
were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin.  Others  were  al- 
most persuaded.-^ Joseph  H.  Kagey,  March  6. 


Soho,  W.  Va. — In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  10 
page  157,  first  column,  fourth  note,  instead  of 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  I  meant  to  have  it  Johnsontown 
church,  W.  Va.— Moses  M.Johnson. 

Tuscarawas,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Feb.  18 
Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone,  of  Ziontown,  Ohio,  came 
among  us  and  assisted  us  in  a  series  of  meetings. 
He  remained  with  us  until  the  evening  of  March  8 
One  was  added  to  the  church  by  baptism.  His 
labors  were  highly  appreciated  by  the  people,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  church. — Reuben  Shroyer,  Pierce 
Ohio. 

Donnel's  Creek  Church,  Ohio.  —  This  evening 
will  close  a  three  weeks'  series  of  meetings  held 
in  the  New  Carlisle  house.  The  preaching  was 
done  by  Bro.  Joseph  Spitzer.  The  attendance  and 
interest  were  good.  Seven  precious  souls  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism.  On  account  of  muddy  roads 
the  series  of  meetings  referred  to  in  our  last,  to  be 
held  at  North  Manchester.  Ind.,  has  been  deferred. 
— Henry  Frantz,  Forgy,  Ohio,  March  5. 

Clarkson,  Okla.  T.— The  members  of  the  Para- 
dise Prairie  church  met  in  council  March  7,  for 
the  purpose  of  looking  after  the  matters  that  per- 
tain to  the  healthfulness  of  the  church,  and  the 
advancement  of  the  cause  of  Christ.  All  business 
that  came  before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in. 
an  orderly  manner.  One  dear  sister  that  had  wan- 
dered away  returned  to  the  fold.  One  was  also  re- 
ceived by  letter.—/.  C.  Neher,  March  9. 

Maxwell,  Iowa.— The  Indian  Creek  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  Feb.  29,  Eld.  R.  F.  McCune 
presiding.  Three  were  received  by  letter.  The 
Sunday  school  was  reorganized  with  Bro;  S.  B. 
Miller  as  Superintendent.  Bro.  S.  D.  Minear  was. 
chosen  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  While  here,. 
Eld.  McCune  completed  an  arrangement  for  the 
pastoral  visit,  to  be  made  by  the  ministry  here. 
Our  love  feast  was  also  appointed. — G.  W.  Gibson,. 
March  p. 

Sabula,  Pa. — The  Brethren  of  this  part  of  the 
Rockton  congregation  have  completed  and  deal-"" 
cated  their  little  house  of  worship.  Feb.  16  Bro.  J. 
H.  Beer  delivered  to  us  a  dedicatory  sermon  from 
Psa.  84:  10.  This  house  will  be  known  as  the 
"  Bethel  House."  It  is  situated  about  eleven 
miles  north  of  Rockton.  Adjoining  congregations 
will  please  remember  us  in  time  of  love  feast  and 
other  occasions.  The  house  cost  $630.63,  and  has 
been  paid  for.—./.  A.  Brilhart,  Feb.  23. 

Manheim,  Pa.^—  Feb.  22  Bro.  Levi  S-.  Mohler,  of 
Dillsburg,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  came  to  us  and  com- 
menced meetings  near  Manheim,  in  the  Kri- 
der  meetinghouse.  He  continued  until  March  I. 
Then  the  meetings  were  moved  to  Manheim  and 
continued  until  the  evening  of  March  5.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  at  both  places,  and 
the  order  and  attention  were  very  good.  Three 
precious  souls  came  to  the  Lord,  and  others  are 
almost  persuaded. — Anna  E.  Light,  March  7. 

Hickory  Grove  Church,  Ohio.— March  7  we  held 
our  quarterly  council.  All  passed  off  pleasantly. 
Some  letters  of  membership  were  granted.  We 
elected  delegates  to  District  and  Annual  Meeting, 
and  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Superintendent 
for  our  Sunday  school,  which  will  begin  with  next 
quarter.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  May  2,  at  10 
A.  M.  The  singing  school,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Studebaker,  of  Flora,  Ind.,  and  referred  to  in  our 
former  communication,  proved  to  be  interesting 
and  profitable.  —Jacob  Coppock. 

Rock  Creek  Church,  111.— March  7  we  hsld  our 
quarterly  council.  Considerable  business  came 
before  the  meeting  but  all  was  disposed  of  in  a 
Christian-like  manner.  We  elected  our  delegates 
to  District  and  Annual  Meetings.  Bro.  D.  E.  Ger- 
des  will  represent  our  church  at  Annual  Meeting. 
We  also  organized  our  Sunday  school  which  is  to 
commence  the  first  Sunday  in  April.  Our  church 
has  been  somewhat  reduced  by  quite  a  number  of 
members  moving  away,  but  we  still  will  try,  by  the 
help  of  the  Lord,  to  hold  up  Christ's  glorious  ban- 
ner.—/. W.  Grater,  Malvern,  III. 
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North  Webster,  Ind.— The  Tippecanoe  church, 
Kosciusko  Co.,  Ind.,  held  a  series  of  meetings  from 
Feb.  16  to  27.  Bro.  H.  H.  Brallier,  of  Pierceton, 
Ind.,  did  the  preaching.  We  had  good  meet- 
ings, large  attendance  and  good  attention,  yet 
no  immediate  accessions,  but  we  hope  that  the 
good  seed  sown  will  bring  its  fruit  in  due  sea- 
son. We  closed  on  account  of  muddy  roads  — 
Daniel  Rothenberger,  Feb.  2p. 

Trinity  Church,  Va.— Eld.  Samuel  Driver,  of 
Barren  Ridge,  Va.,  came  to  us  Feb.  16,  and  com- 
menced a  series  ot  meetings  at  Trinity  church, 
Cook's  Creek  congregation.  The  first  few  nights 
the  weather  was  very  cold,  and  congregations 
small.  As  the  meetings  progressed  the  interest 
increased.  The  meetings  closed  March  3,  with 
four  additions  by  baptism  and  four  applicants. 
Others  were  almost  persuaded.  —  Mary  E.  Sho- 
uialtcr. 

Notice. — Those  who  expect  to  attend  the  Dis- 
trict Meeting  of  the  District  of  Southwestern 
Kansas  and  Oklahoma,  by  rail,  should  come  to 
Seward,  Kans.,  over  the  D.  M.  &  A.  R.  R.,  as  no  ar- 
rangements will  be  made  to  meet  any  one  at  other 
points.  Trains  arrive  at  Seward  from  the  East,  at 
3  o'clock  P.  M.;  from  the  West  at  9:  50  A.  M.;  only 
two  trains  daily.  The  place  of  meeting  is  two  and 
one-half  miles  northwest  of  Seward.—/.  E.  Barn- 
hart,  Great  Bend,  Kans,,  March  11. 

North  Star,  Ohio.— Our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  last  Saturday,  March  7.  There  was 
a  good  attendance  of  members.  All  passed  off 
with  a  spirit  of  love,  but  two  dear  souls  separated 
themselves  from  the  church.  One  letter  was 
granted,  and  one  was  added  to  the  church  by  let- 
ter. Bro.  William  Howe  was  received  back  into 
the  church.  Bro.  N.  D.  Groff  was  elected  as  dele- 
'  gate  to  Annual  Meeting.  Brethren  J.  R.  Halladay 
and  Franklin  Martin  were  elected  delegates  to 
District  Meeting.  We  set  the  first  Sunday  in 
April  to  organize  our  Sunday  school. — Emma  Groff, 
March  9. 

Osage  Church,  Kans.  —  Our  quarterly  council 
prior  to  District  and  Annual  Meeting  was  held  to 
day,  with  our  elder,  Bro.  Andrew  Neher,  presid 
ing.  Two  were  received  by  letter.  Bro.  E.  M 
Wolfe  was  elected  delegate  to  District  Meeting 
Bro.  J.  H.  Neher,  alternate.  We  also  elected  one 
delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  No  queries  go  to 
District  Meeting.  The  church  made  a  call  for  the 
Ministerial  Meeting  next  fall,  which  was  granted. 
The  church  also  made  a  call  for  District  Meeting 
for  the  spring  1897.  Brotherly  love  seemed  to 
prevail  during  the  meeting. — Salem  Beery,  McCune, 
Kans.,  March  7. 

Lower  Stillwater,  Ohio.— Considerable  business 
came  before  our  quarterly  council  in  February,  but 
was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  A  Sunday  school 
to  be  conducted  in  each  of  our  churches  under  the 
joint  superintendency  of  Bro.  David  B.  Miller 
the  writi-r.  The  spring  term  will  begin  about  the 
last  Sunday  of  March.  Feb.  15  Bro.  D.  S.  Filb: 
began  meetings  in  our  upper  house,  continuing 
until  Tuesday  evening,  March  3.  The  weather  was 
very  disagreeable  the  first  week,  but  a  good  inter- 
est was  awakened,  and  continued  to  grow  with  thi 
continuation  of  the  meetings.  As  an  immediate- 
result,  five  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. — L.  A 
Bookwalter,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  March  4. 

Goshen,  Ind.— The  Goshen  church,  Ind.,  had  a 
pleasant  council-meeting.  Much  business  came 
before  the  meeting,  which  was  all  adjusted  pleas- 
antly. Certificates  were  read  of  fifteen  members- 
three  from  Florida.  Bro.  George  Swihart,  th 
presiding  elder,  reported  his  pastoral  visit.  His 
work  was  much  appreciated  by  the  members.  He 
was  engaged  in  the  work  for  forty-one  days.  He 
found  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  members 
In  that  number  are  fifty-one  sisters  whose  hus- 
bands do  not  belong  to  the  church,  and  eight 
brethren  whose  wives  do  not  belong.  He  found 
thirty-one  widowed  sisters  and  thirteen  brethren 
who  are  widowers.  Forty-three  members  are  sin- 
gle. Such  visits  are  a  help  to  any  church.—/.  H. 
Miller,  March  10. 
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Logansport,  Ind.— Could  some  of  our  readers 
tell  us  of  Brethren  living  in  Norfolk,  Princess 
Anne,  or  Nansemond  Counties,  V2..I— Allen  A.  Ober- 
lin,  503  Michigan  Ave.,  Logansport,  Ind. 

Oak,  Illinois.— Bro.  Solomon  Bucklew,  of  Can- 
ton, 111.,  came  to  us  Feb.  29  and  continued  meet- 
ings until  March  6.  The  members  were  revived, 
as  we  only  have  meetings  every  four  weeks.— Clara 
Skidmore,  March  7. 

Springfield  Church,  Ind.— We  met  in  council 
March  7.  All  business  was  adjusted  pleasantly. 
Our  love  feast  will  occur  June  19,  at  3  P.  M.  We 
decided  to  reorganize  our  Sunday  school  the  first 
Sunday  in  second  quarter.— C.  A.  Hubcr,  March  10. 

Woodland  Church,  111.— Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  March  4.  All  business  was  disposed  of 
pleasantly.  Bro.  Michael  Flory,  of  Girard,  111., 
was  with  us.  Bro.  D.  E.  Eshelman  was  re-elected 
Superintendent  of  Sunday  school.  Bro.  Conrad 
Fitz  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting 
Three  who  had  wandered  away  came  back  to  the 
fold—  Lydia  Waller. 

Nettle  Creek,  Ind.— Feb. 
began  a  series  of  rr 
house.  He  has  lal 
meetings  this  evenii 
baptized.  One  appl 
ing  and  will  be  baptized  at  our  meeting  next  Sun 
day.  Others  were  almost  persuaded.  —  Emme 
Moore,  Hagcrstown,  Ind.,  Feb.  25. 

Mill  Creek,  N.  C— Our  series  of  meetings,  con 
ducted  by  brethren  Geo.  C.  Bowman  and  C.  H 
Diehl  commenced  Feb.  22  and  continued  til 
March  4.  During  the  meetings,  fourteen  preciou 
souls  were  baptized.  We  have  two  more  applicant: 
for  baptism.  Others  were  seriously  impressed 
The  church  has  been  built  up.  Attendance  and 
interest  were  good.  Services  were  held  most  0 
the  time  day  and  night. — G.  B.  Sanders,  Clover 
Polk  Co.,  N.  C,  March  6. 

Middlebury,  Ind. — This   is  another   Lord's  Day 
and  we  are  again  blest  on  every  hand,  both  te 
porally  and  spiritually.     To-day  our  Sunday  schoo 
being  reorganized  for  the  summer  term.     We  ha 
had  a  good  Sunday   school   this   winter,   although 
the  attendance  was  not  so  large  part  of  th 
We   expect   to  hold   a  protracted  meeting 
near  future.     Brethren  C.  Shrock  a 
to  do  the  preaching.     Our   prayer 
cess   of   the   church   at   home   and   abroad !- 
Zimmerman,  March  8. 

Abilene  Church,  Kans. — We  met  in  qu 
council  March  7,  at  our  churchhouse  at  Na' 
Everything  passed  off  harmoniously.  We  de 
to  hold  an  election  for  one  minister  and  two  d 
cons  at  our  love  feast  May  9  and  10.  We  i 
have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school;  also  social 
Bible  reading  every  Sunday  evening,  which, 
hope,  may  do  some  good.  Last  Sunday  we  w 
made  to  rejoice  to  see  our  aged  brother,  Dai 
Hollinger,  able  to  be  at  meeting  and  preach  to 
He  took  for  his  subject,  "Jesus,"  and  preached 
excellent  sermon,  although  he  had  not  attempted 
to  preach  for  nearly  three  years. —  T.  H.  Davis, 
Donegal,  Kans. 

Walnut  Church,  111. —  March  4  we  closed  a  very 
interesting  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
M.  Flory.  He  came  here  Feb.  18,  and  began 
preaching  the  same  evening.  Considering  the  un- 
favorable weather  the  meetings  were  well  attended. 
Besides  the  two  who  had  previously  applied,  three 
more  were  made  willing  to  follow  the  Savior.  The 
last  two  sermons  were  preached  in  the  Disciple 
church  in  Astoria.  The  house  was  crowded  to  its 
utmost  capacity  both  evenings.  March  3  the  mem- 
bers met  in  council,  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure,  our  elder, 
being  present.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in 
love  and  charity.  Two  letters  of  membership 
were  granted.  Five  members  were  received  by 
letter.  Bro.  J.  H.  Baker  was  chosen  delegate  for 
Annual  Meeting;  Bro.  Daniel  Hollinger,  alternate. 
Our  Sunday  school  Superintendents  were  elected 
as  follows:  Walnut,  Bro.  Jonas  Beck;  Astoria,  Bro. 
Abe  Lind.— Maltie  Davis,  Astoria,  III.,  March  6. 
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Dayton,  Ohio.— March  S  Bro.  D.   D.  Wine  was 
with  us  and  gave  us  an  excellent  discourse.     One 
received  by  letter  and  two  by  baptism.— Elmer 
Wombold,  March  0. 

Washington,  Kans.— A  series  of  meetings,  held 
by  the  home  ministers,  closed  Feb.  28.    Thirteen 
ions   were   given.     Much   good   was    done    by 
e  meetings,  in  the   spiritual   strengthening   of 
members  and  the  opening  of  some  new  possi- 
bilities,  showing    us    what    might    be    gained    by 
rnest  thought  and  labor.— Lizzy  Gauby,  March  5. 
McComb,  Ohio.— The  District  Meeting  of  North- 
western  Ohio   will    be    held    in   the   Sugar     Ridge 
hurch  April  17.     Missionary  meeting  will  be   held 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  previous.     Those  coming 
over  the  Nicklc  Plate  will  stop  at  Shawtown.     The 
only  trains  stopping   there   are  due   10:  36  A.    M., 
going  West,  and   4:33  P.  M.,  going    East.     Those 
coming  from  the  West  on  morning  train  will  be  met 
at  McComb  on  the   16th  by  notifying   the  under- 
signed.    Those  coming  from  the  South  will  be   met 
at  Leipsic  the  16th. —  E.  H.  Roscnbcrgcr,  March  9. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.  —  Bro.  S.  S. 
Beaver,  of  McAlistervillc,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series 
of  meetings  at  the  Mohler  meetinghouse  Feb.  15, 
continuing  until  the  evening  of  March  3.  He 
preached  one  sermon  on  Sunday  morning  in  Me- 
chanicsburg  and  another  in  Shepherdstown.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  the  last  day  he  was  with  us, 
he  preached  at  the  Mohler  meetinghouse,  where 
there  were  seven  penitent  applicants  for  baptism 
who  were  baptized  in  the  afternoon.  There  is  an- 
other applicant  for  baptism,  and  others  almost 
persuaded. — Henry  Bcclman,  Dilhlnirg,  Pa.,  March  4. 

Belleville,  Kans.  —  The  members  of  this  con- 
gregation met  in  quarterly  council  March  7.  Most 
of  the  brethren  and  sisters  were  present  and  we 
had  a  good  meeting.  Eld.  C.  S.  Holsinger  was 
elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting,  and  Bro.  C. 
F.  Daggett  to  District  Meeting.  One  dear  sister 
was  received  by  letter.  Bro.  William  Lugenbeel, 
of  the  east  arm,  was  with  us.  He  f;ave  us  two 
good  sermons  Sunday  morning  and  evening.  Eld. 
Holsinger  held  a  week's  meetings  in  the  bounds  of 
the  east  arm  of  this  congregation  recently,  assisted 
by  his  colaborers.  By  request,  they  preached 
mostly  doctrine,  which  has  caused  some  to  study 
their  Bibles.  We  much  appreciate  the  Messenger 
coming  to  us  on  Saturday  evening  instead  of  Mon- 
day.— Louisa  J.  Williams. 

Ingram,  Okla.  T. — I  began  meetings  at  Ingram, 
Feb.  24,  and  continued  until  March  4.  I  held  ten 
meetings  and  one  council.  The  interest  and  at- 
tendance were  good  throughout.  There  were  two 
applicants  for  baptism,  quite  young  in  years. 
They  will  be  received  by  baptism  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. This  mission  point  was  established  about 
two  years  ago,  and,  as  the  church  had  no  resident 
minister,  they  decided  to  elect  two  brethren.  The 
lot  fell  on  brethren  W.  P.  Brouse  and  I.  Forney. 
They  now  have  two  ministers  and  one  deacon, 
and  a  membership  of  eighteen.  The  writer  visits 
them  once  a  month,  giving  them  three  meetings. 
Bro.  I.  F.  Betts,  of  Chandler,  O.  T.,  was  with 
us  during  part  of  the  meetings,  and  preached  two 
very  interesting  sermons.—/  Appleman,  March  6. 

Polo,  Mo. — Bro.  J.  E.  Ellenberger  just  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  M.  E.  church  here.  He 
spoke  on  the  ordinances  of  the  church  as  the  Word 
teaches.  His  audiences  were  comparatively  large 
and  very  attentive,  composed  principally  of  mem- 
bers of  other  denominations.  The  interest  was 
good.  Judging  from  the  urgent  request  for  Bro. 
Ellenberger  to  speak  to  them  in  the  future,  we 
think  much  good  has  been  done  Our  quarterly 
council  at  the  Oak  Grove  church  passed  off  very 
pleasantly  last  Saturday.  We  shall  reorganize  our 
Sunday  school  next  Sunday.  We  use  the  Breth- 
ren's Sunday  school  supplies.  We  shall  be  glad 
to  welcome  earnest  Brethren  locating  in  our  vi- 
cinity, and  will  answer  any  inquiry  concerning  this 
country.  The  writer  came  last  November  and  is 
pleased  with  the  country  and  people. — M.  E.  Stair, 
March  0. 
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Sevastopol,  Ind. — The  members  of 
the  Beaver  Dam  congregation  met 
March  7  in  quarterly  council.  Much 
business  came  before  the  meeting 
which  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian 
manner.  Delegates  were  elected  to 
both  District  and  Annual  Meeting. 
Our  elder,  Samuel  Leckrone,  was  pres- 
ent.—/. E.  Warren,  March  7. 

North  Manchester  Church,  Ind. — 
This  church  met  in  quarterly  council 
March  5.  Much  business  of  interest 
came  before  the  meeting.  The  work 
was  disposed  of  in  that  spirit  of  love 
which  should  characterize  all  Chris- 
tians. Not  an  unkind  word  was  said. 
The  church  petitions  for  Annual  Meet- 
ing in  1S97.  One  dear  soul  was  re- 
ceived into  fellowship  by  baptism 
since  our  last  report. — D.  C.  Cripe, 
March  S. 

Roseland,  Nebr. — The  Silver  Lake 
church  met  in  first  quarterly  council 
March  7.  One  sister  was  received  by 
letter.  The  church  decided  to 
two  Communions  this  year,-- the  first 
April  25,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
iness  that  came  before  the  church  was 
disposed  of  in  a  Christ-like  spirit. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  in  a  prosperous 
condition.  We  use  the  Brethren's 
Quarterlies  and  "Song  Book." — Tllem- 
as  F.  Evans,  March  7. 

Beatrice,  Nebr, 
tinue  in  Beatrice. 

good  confession  and  others  are  expect 
ed.  The  church  is  not  strong  here,  bu< 
has  some  earnest  workers.  Most  of 
the  churches  have  had  enthusiastic 
meetings,  with  fine  music  and  much  to 
attract.  Our  simple  methods  do  not 
attract  those  who  simply  want  to  be 
,  entertained,  yet  they  do  some  good. 
The  boys'  and  girls'  meetings  on  Sun- 
day afternoons  have  also  touched  so 
hearts.^/.  E.  Young,  March  p. 
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March  9,  having,  in  all,  twenty- 
soul-cheering  sermons.  Ten  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side  and  confessed 
Christ.  Our  elder,  Jesse  Stutsman, 
conducted  the  meetings.  He  did  his 
part  well  by  earnestly  contending  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the 
saints.  Much  good  was  done  by  the 
meetings  in  the  spiritual  strengthen- 
ing of  the  membership  and  opei 
up  of  some  new  possibilities,  showing 
us  what  might  be  accomplished  by 
earnest,  united  work. — G,  W.  Minnich 
March  p. 


-»OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED- 


Frank  Leslies  Pleasant  Hours  for  Boys  and 
ir/s,  an  illustrated  monthly  for  the  young 
for  February,  is  full  of  interesting  read- 

ng  and  suggestive  illustrations.     Published  at 

[2-44  Bond  Street,  New  York. 


Foil 


fleet  ings  con- 


The  Monthly  Illustrator,  (published  at  149- 
53  Leonard  Street,  New  York),  for  March  is 
n  our  desk.  As  a  work  of  art  it  is  among  the 
best.  The  illustrated  article,  relating  to  a  trip 
across  the  mountains  of  Lebanon,  is  more  than 
ordinarily  interesting. 


The  Treasury,  E.  B.  Treat,  publishi 
vays  well-filled  with  fine  religious  thought,  but 
he  March  issue  is  rather  more  than  ordin; 
'The  Helpers  in  Africa"  will  be  read  with 
)rofit,  while  the  well-illustrated  essay,  entitled 
1  Methodism,"  causes  one  to  wonder  what 
night  have  been,  had  John  Wesley,  when  a 
mall  boy,  not  been,  at  the  1: 
ued  from  a  burning  building. 


Upper  Cumberland  Church,   Pa- 
■ince  our  last  report   from  this  plac 


there  \v 

ere  thirteen  r 

nore  added  to  the 

church 

by    baptism 

making,    in   all, 

twenty- 

nine  since  Ne 

w  Year's.    At  this 

writing 

there  are  se 

/eral  more  appli- 

cants, 

and    many    n 

lore    are    halting 

betweer 

two  opinion 

s.     The  Lord  has 

been  working  mightily  among  us,  and 
is  still  working.  We  deeply  feel  the 
loss  of  our  brother,  Albert  Hollinger, 
who  is  leaving  us  to  go  to  the  mission 
field  in  Washington  City.  May  the 
Lord  be  with  him  in  the  great  work  be- 
fore him!—/.  E.  Hollinger,  Mooredale, 
Pa.,  March  J. 

Campbellsville  Church,  Ky.  —  A 
short  series  of  meetings  was  conduct- 
ed by  the  writer  at  one  of  our  places 
of  regular  meetings,  in  a  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  churchhouse.  Nine  serv- 
ices were  held.  Mostly  doctrinal  sub- 
jects were  treated.  One  man  was  bap- 
tized. He  had  previously  held  to  the 
Baptist  church.  We  closed  with  a 
children's  meeting,  with  good  attend- 
ance and  much  appreciated  by  all 
present.  We  kindly  extend  a  wel- 
come to  members  who  think  of  locat- 
ing where  land  is  cheaper  and  the  cli- 
mate milder.  If  you  write,  please  en- 
close stamp.—  A.  S.  Culp,  March  j. 

Potsdam,  Ohio.— The  members  of 
the  Ludlow  church,  near  here,  have 
not  had  a  series  of  meetings  for  two 
years.  Our  home  ministers  concluded 
that  we  could  have  a  meeting  of  our 
own.     We  began  Feb.   18  and   closed 


Frank  Leslie's  Popular  Monthly  is 
well  filled  with  matter  both  interesting 
structive,  but  the  issue  for  February 
more  than  ordinarily  attractive  on  ace 
the  space  given  to  the  ancestors  of  General 
Lee.  This,  the  first  chapter  of  the  series,  is 
profusely  illustrated  and  well  written.  A 
Roman  Festa,  relating  to  Italy,  even  from  a 
historical  standpoint,  is  full  of  interest.  Pub 
lished  at  42-44  Bond  Street,  New  York. 


"  The  Holy  Spirit,  the  Paraclete." — A  study 
of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  man.  By 
John  Robson,  D.  D.,  Aberdeen,  Scotland. 
Cloth,  !2mo.  262  pp.  S1.50.  New  York:  Funk 
&  Wagnalls  Company. 

While  we  do  not  consider  the  author's  1 
respecting  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  always 
sound,  yet  we  pronounce  it  one  of  the  most 
interesting  and  profitable  works  on  the  sub- 
ject that  we  have  examined.  It  will  pay  any 
Bible  student  to  give  it  a  second  careful  read- 
ing, Like  most  late  writers  on  the  subject, 
the  author  holds  too  much  to  the  abstract 
Holy  Ghost  doctrine,  but  the  careful  reader 
can  overlook  that  part  for  the  other  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  work.  The  book  may  be 
ordered  from  the  Messenger  office. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


BRUBAKER-PUGH.-At  Wabash,  I 
March  4,  1896,  by  Mr.  Charles  Little,  Brc 
H.  Brubaker,  of  West  Alexandria,  Ohio, 
sister  Mollie  E.  Pugh,  of  North  Manche 
Ind-  H.  M.  Barwic 


•  •  FALLEN ,  ASLEEP 

"  Blessed  arc  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lore 


EBY.— In  the  Baugo  congregation,  St.  Jo- 
seph Co.,  Ind.,  Feb.  21,  1896,  Elizabeth  Eby, 
wife  of  Jacob  Eby  Junior,  aged  39  years,  7 
months  and  16  days.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Wenger.  She  leaves  a  bereaved  husband  and 
eight  children.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Old  Mennonite  church.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  C.  Shaum,  of  the  Mennonite  church 
and  the  writer.  H.  M.  Schwalm. 

SIMMONS.— In    the   Pipe   Creek    church, 

id.,  March  2,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth  A.,  wife 
Bro.  George  W.  Simmons  and  daughter  of 

ro.  John  D.  and  sister  Lavina  Klepinger, 
aged  31  years,  6  months  and  21  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Miami  County! 


Ind.,  in  the  spring  of  1870.  She  united  with 
the  church  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  She 
was  married  to  her  beloved  husband  July  19, 
1885.  Sister  Lizzie  was  a  noble  and  kind- 
hearted  woman.  Shortly  before  her  demise 
she  called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed 
according  to  James  5.  She  leaves  a  husband 
and  three  little  children,  besides  parents  an< 
brothers.  Funeral  services  by  Brc 
Daniel  P.  Shively,  assisted  by  brethren  G 
Keller  and  D.  H.  Long,  from  Luke  23:28. 

W.  B.  Dailey. 

FOSNAUGH— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind. 

March  3,  1896,  Bro.  George  H.  Fosnaugh,  agec 
78  years,  8  months  and  8  days.     Funeral  dis 
course  by  Eld.  David  Neff,  from  Matt.  24:44. 
Joseph  John. 

HAUGER.— In  the  Danville  church,  Ohio; 
Feb,  28,  1896,  Reuben  Hauger,  aged  78  years 
7  months  and  23  days.  He  was  married  tc 
Hannah  Lydic,  Sept.  I,  1839.  To  them  were 
born  ten  children.  Three  of  them,  with  his 
companion,  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world. 
He  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in  1860, 
and  lived  faithful  until  his  work  was  com- 
pleted. Funeral  services  took  place  on  Sun- 
ly  morning  in  Buckeye  City,  by  the  writer, 
am  Acts  13: 36.  C.  J.  Workman. 

JACOBSON.— In  the  Libertyville  congrega- 
tion, Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa,  Feb.  27,  1896,  Mary 
Etta,  daughter  of  Bro.  G.  F.  and  sister  Hannah 
Jacobson,  aged  18  years,  3  months  and  15  days, 
About  three  years  ago  she  professed  religion, 
living  a  consistent,  religious  life.  Funeral 
services  conducted  March  I  by  the  writer. 

Abraham  Wolf. 

BABYLON.— At  her  home,  near  Westmin- 
ster, Md.,  Feb.  z,  1896,  sister  Caroline,  wife 
of  Bro.  Emanuel  Babylon,  aged  66  years  and 
7  days.  Sister  Babylon  died  very  suddenly 
i  heart  disease,  while  her  husband  was  ab- 
ent  from  home  holding  a  series  of  meetings. 
She  leaves  three  grown  children.  Funeral 
t  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  by 
Eld.  Uriah  Bixler  and  others,  from  Ps.  17: 15. 
Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 

BARNHART.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ap- 
panoose church,  near  Centropolis,  Kans.,  Feb. 
25,  1896,  Cora  Z.,  daughter  of  Bro.  Isaac  and 
sister  Lucinda  Barnhart,  aged  3  months.  Fu- 
neral discourse  by  Bro.  Charles  Yearout,  from 
Matt.  19: 14.  James  T.  Kinzie. 

KEESEY.— In  the  East  Codorus  church  Pa. 
Feb.  15,  1896,  sister  Lizzie  (Feigley),  wife  of 
Bro.  Michael  H.  KeeseyL  aged  33  years, 
months  and  ig  days.  She  was  a  consist' 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  sixteen 
years.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  three  chil- 
dren. Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Christiar 
Ness  and  Bro.  Joseph  Long,  from  Phil  pp.  1 
33,24.  Kate  H. 


was  killed  by  a  runaway  team  June  22  187ft 
Thus  he  was  bereft  of  all  his  family  but  his 
oldest  daughter,  who,  with  the  tenderest  care 
watched  over  her  father  in  his  declining  years 
Bro.  Wohlgamuth  was  a  faithful  and  devoted 
member  of  the  church  about  forty  years  and 
lived  an  exemplary  Christian  life.  He  re- 
membered the  mission  work  of  the  church, 
and  did  not  forget  the  needy.  During  a  re- 
cent severe  illness  he  was  anointed.  The 
last  sickness  that  closed  his  earthly  career 
lasted  about  thirty-nine  hours.  He  frequent- 
ly told  us  in  his  last  years  that  he  was  free 


the    world 


Eld.    L.  %. 


patiently   awaiting 

is    heavenly    home. 

e  conducted 

from    Philpp.    1:21,  by 

to    many    sympathizing 

M.  A.  Dickey. 


SOWERS.— At  Dunlap,  Kans.,  Feb.  19,  1896, 
nfant  son  of  P.  E.  and  N.  I.  Sowers,  aged  g 
d  9  days.    After  about  five  months  of 


■me   suffering  the  welec 

band.  Funeral  services  w« 
Bro.  G.  W.  Weddle  at  the  ho: 
JOE 


ne  messenger  of 
join  the  angelic 
■e  conducted  by 
ie  of  the  parents. 
*  G.  Sargent. 


FULLER 
Johnson  Co.. 

Fuller,  aeec 


EIKENBARY.— Near  Markle,  Ind. 
30,  1896,  Bro.  John  S.  Eikenbary,  aged  64 
3  months  and  16  days.  He  was  a  < 
Joseph    Eikenbary,    He    leaves    a    wif 

ght  children.  His  disease  was  cancer 
iroat,  from  which  h 


Jan. 
011    of 


His  affliction  was  great, 
of  the  Brethren  church. 
Iro.  Daniel  Shidler. 

COOPER.- 


ir  of  the 

He  was  a  member 

Funeral  services  by 

Mary  Rabbe. 


Within  the  bounds  of  the  Mc- 

hurch,  near  Bridgeport,  Kans.,  Jan. 

sister   Mary  Ann   Cooper,  aged    75 

years,  11   months  and   16  days.    She  was   a 

mber  of  the  Baptist  church  for  many  years, 

only  uniting  with  the  Brethren  in  May,  1893. 

The  writer  was  with  her  during   the  last  of 


She 


praye: 


last  words  w 
leaves  a  husband  and  eight  f  hildi 
1  conducted  by  Eld.  A.  M.  Dickey  from  Job 
4:  '4.  Mary  C.  Adams. 

WOHLGAMUTH.-In  the  Rome  church, 
Wyandot  Co.,  Ohio,  at  his  late  residence  in 
Carey,  Feb.  21,  1896,  Bro.  Jonas  Wohlgamuth, 
of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  the 
,  aged  8!  years,  2  months  and  8  days. 
Deceased  was  bom  in  York  County,  Pa.,  Dec. 
810.  He  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza- 
beth (Bisel)  Wohlgamuth,  and,  with  his  par- 
ents, moved  to  Ohio  in  1815,  locating  in 
Wayne  County.  He  was  married  March  22 
833,  to  Susanna  Aker.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  two  daughters  and  one  son.  He, 
th  his  family,  moved  to  Wyandot  County, 
lio,  in  1846.  His  companion  %vas  called  to 
her  better  home  Dec.  28,  1866.  His  youngest 
daughter  died  Jan.  28,  1867,  and  his  only  son 


-In  the  Maple  Grove  church, 
Kans.,  March  1,  1896,  Bro.  Frank 
48  years,  2  months  and  25  days. 
He  united  with  the  church  last  October  and 
departed  in  the  triumph  of  a  living  faith.  He 
leaves  a  wife  and  three  children.  Services 
by  H.  F.  and  I.  H.  Crist.  I.  H.  Crist. 

NEFF.— In  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  20,  1896,  sister  Cath- 
arine Neff,  aged  38  years,  10  months  and  2 
days.  She  leaves  a  father,  two  sisters  and 
two  brothers.  Her  mother,  one  sister  and  one 
brother  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  She 
was  afflicted  several  years  with  cancer,  and 
had  two  operations  performed,  yet  could  not 
be  cured.  After  much  suffering  she  was  re- 
lieved by  death.  She  was  anointed  a  few  days 
before  her  death.  Funeral  services  by  Eld. 
John  Smith.  TOSIAH  Eby. 

BAKER.— Near    Hartford,    Cal.,    Feb.    25, 
806,  of   consumption,    Ida    (Kepner)    Baker, 
aged  31    years    and    7    months.     From    early  „ 
youth  the  deceased  was  an  earnest  and  faith-       ^ 

ber  of  the  Brethren  church.  While 
living  in  Chicago,  111.,  she  was  closely  and 
actively  connected  with  the  mission  work 
there.  There  was  much  for  which  she  wished 
to  live,  but  she  expressed  herself  as  being 
ready  to  go  whenever  the  Lord  called  her.. 
Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  P.  S 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 
Middle  District  of  Missouri. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting  of  the  Middle  District  of  Mis- 
souri, to  be  held  in  the  Mineral  Creek  congre- 
gation May  6,  1896: 

1.  "How  can  we  best  Improve  on  our  Pres- 
ent System  for  Raising  Home  Mission  Funds  ? " 
—J.  M.  Mohler,  I.  Cripe. 

2.  "  What  are  the  Lawful  Mediums  of  Pow- 
er through  which  the  Church  Accomplishes 
her  Work,  and  how  can  we  Best  Guard  or 
Control  those  Mediums?"— M.  T.  Baer,  S.  M. 
Eby. 

"The   Minister  as  an    Example    to    the 
Flock."— D.  M.  Mohler,  Amos  Wampler. 

"  How  can  we  Make  the  Services  at  our 
Love  Feasts  most  Instructive  and  Edifying?" 
D.  Bowman,  R.  S.  Rust. 

5.  "  Is  it  Advisable  for  the  Home  Ministers 
hold  Series  of    Meetings?    Why    or   why 

ot?"— George  Lentz,  James  Campbell. 

6.  "  How  can  the  Church  Get  the  Sisters  to 
xercise  in  the  Prayer  Service  Following  the 

Examination  Service  at  our  Love  Feasts?  " 

Levi  Mohler,  Josiah  Lehman. 

7.  "  How  far  is  Sunday  Visiting  Allowable?  " 
John  Hougendougler,  Bur  Breshears. 

8.  "  What  is  the  Design  of  and  how  may  we 
Learn  to  Appreciate  the  Disciplinary  Meas- 

of    the   Church?"— Fred.    Culp,   Joseph 
Brubaker. 

"The  high  Character  and  deep  Significa- 
of  the  Baptismal  Covenant,— how  to  Im- 
ss  it  more  Fully  on  the  Minds  ot  our  Mem- 
5."— J.  W.  Brooks,  Thomas  Simmons. 

E.  E.  John,        ) 

J.  A.  Byerly,    f  Committee. 


1896. 


March 


^ANNOUNCEMENTS  ** 
,5C=:==?wstrict  HEETINQS. 

h  9H  District  Meeting  of  California  and  Arlzt 

Mnrci\;,\;k-mlora   "'eetmghous 
"{..iri-li.  riiliiornla. 

,    qoutlitrn    Harriot    of  I». 
M"'1    ;,;    ,.hui>'h.  ui.'iir    Arcadia. 

^'ll;  Ministerial  iiH'Hth.etL.KUttyMlow. 
il  1  Middle  District  of  Indiana,  Mexico  church, 
lli  '  t  8  A,  m ..  District  Meeting  of  Northeast- 
Kansas 

ot  Meeting  of  the  Second  Dlu- 
f  Virginia  in  the  Mt.  ZI011  church,  Page 

istrlct  of  Maryland  in  the  Long  Meadow 

t  0:30  A,  M.,  Eastern  District  of  Mary- 


STHS    QOSPBL   IMZESSIEOSrO-SlR. 


191 


he  Covint 

in  the  Ar- 

ilton     I'.i. 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


For  26  oents  w 
nt  size  package 
>und  (horb  form) 


miles  southwe 
Dr.  16  and  1 
trlct  <>' 


A1,ril '^1. 
land. 


1  I'tjUi'-il 


eting  i 


.    r)i  -U     District    r.i    Norlliwcstcni    Kansas    lint 
Ap  Northern  Colorado,  at  Portis,  KanB.,  in  the  M 

,„rii  "i>    District    Meeting   of  Northern   lllinoli 
nnd"     Wisconsin,     in     the    Waddam's    ^Groyi 


'Uiwia.atKayeUevllle 

n>l  il'al'l'i  Creek  church,  CI; 


id  postpaid  a  full  H 
Liver   Syrup   Com. 

:.  the  medical  proper 
>f  a  full  size  (1,00  bottle  of  Vlotor  Liver  Syrup 
1  March  1, 1804,  we  make  a  special  low  oiler  t< 
who  wish  to  try  Vlotor  Remedies.    Write  nov 

a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
and  a  Frederick  Almanac  for  1696,  now  ready, 
very  truly, 


Our  Publications. 


Brethren's  Settlement,  Howard  Co.,  Ind. 


Children  at  Work.    Weekly;  well-illustrs 

ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


s.niiln'i  11  Ohio,  in  the 
,  Jlarke  Co.,C    - 
i  in*  iliiy  be  Core  at  'i  P 


)  Co.-Ohlo.    The 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


Furnishing  Win 

pies,  Ratchets,  Netting,  1 

and  Automatic)  Gates,  etc,  to 

tomers.    Write  as  far  prlaen  and  catalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 


1  P.  M.,   Kansas   ivnh 


.    Kit 


of  Lyonii,  RiceC 
a,  at  4  P.  M.,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 
[6,  nt  3  P.  M.,  Monitor  church,  Kans. 
Ifl  and  17,  at  2  P.  M..  Napervllle  church,  III. 
17,  at  *  P-  M„  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 
l!)  and  "20,  at  l  P.  M.,  Cherry  Grove  church, 
irroll  Co.,  111. 
29,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Jefferson  Co., 

Hand  7,  Rich  Ian.  I  Hiuivh.  it  I  sis  tor  Kendalls's, 

H  and  7,  at  1  P.  M„  Panther  Creek,  Dallas  Co,, 

6,  at  10  A.  M.,  Wichita  church,  Kans.,  near 

12  at  10:  SO  A.  M.,  Mississinewa  church,  Dela- 
nre  (o.,  1ml.,  ul    Union   Urove  chimh  ium.-f, 
,rc.'  miles  w.st  of  shideler. 
17  and  IS.  at  4  P.   M.,  Indian  Creek  church, 
axwell,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 
27,  at  10  A.  M.,  New  Haven  church,  Gratiot 


•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦ « 

fflfae  i(mt  or  mc 
^)ne  month  (4  t 


AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 

WE  want  agents,  male  and  female.  In  a  llgh 

a  (6  a  day.    People  come  to  yonr  house  for  1 
omethlng  that  is  wanted  by  every  man,  woina 

olalm  for  it.  It  retails  for  5  oents,  10  cents  and  ! 
i;  100  per  cent  profit  to  you,  and  a  nice  stei 
er  watch  or  calendar  clock  or  an  alarm  wato 
the  goods  (a  novelty  for  agents).  Send  : 
stamp  for  wainple,  etc.,  or  25  cents  for  ado/.e 
lies  that  retail  for  60  oents.    We  deliver  a 

goods  prepaid.    Address:  Roso  Jelly  Co.,  New  Mi< 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 
weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brelh 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  011I5 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe: 


Possession,  March,  1896,  If  : 


I  soon.    Other  fan 
M.F.  Brand, 


All  About  Western  Farm  Lands, 


"Co 


Belt " 


the 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  nnnum I    S° 

20  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 1  70 


trated  monthly  newspaper  published  by  the 
Chicago  Burlington  &  Quincy  K.  R.  It  aims 
tj  give  information  in  an  interesting  way  about 
the  farm  lands  of  the  West.  Send  twenty-five 
cents  in  postage  stamps  to  the  Corn  Belt,  209. 

us  Street,  Chicago,  and  the  paper  will  be 

to  your  address  for  one  year. 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 


periodicals  will   be  s 


Samples  of  c 
)n  application.      

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  year 3S  cents 

20  copies  and  over 3Ji  coats  each 


Tliouaanils 
rice.  75  ccnti 
1  the  United 


TJTJBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


.usands  of  our  people  are  alive  to  the  need  of  more 
study.  Bro.  C.  E.  Arnold's  "Normal 
Studies  on  the  Life  and  Ministry  of  Christ,"  and  "  Mani- 
fold  Chart  of  Christ's  Ministry,"  are  two  superior  helps. 
For  a  clear  yiew  of  Christ's  life  and  ministry  they  are  in- 
valuable. 


;  these  helps  with  1 


A  Few  Opinions. 

nich'no  Bible  stink-nt   <:■ 


afford  to  be 

3  without 


You  have  done  a  grand  good  work.— Atdine  S.  Kieffer, 
Editor  Musical  Million,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately. 
Chart,  about  3  it.  by  4M  ft.,  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.  Price,  75  cents;  book. 
flexible  cloth,  40  cents;  both  together,  Si.    All  prepaid. 

An  Agent  wanted  now  in  every  congregation.  Liberal 
terms  offered.    Address: 

BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  CO., 

Mt.  Morris,  III 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

E,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  States,  i 
litable  for  office  nr  home  1 


daily  ndapted  for 

rops  ol  wheat,  outs,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
egetnbles  and  potatoes  in  great  abundance 
best  quality.  The  markets, 
ge  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  at. 

r  shipping  of  grnin  belngouly7« 


Paul, ) 


1  of  t 


airle  wind  01 
cluslvely  for 

purchase  of S 


1  lands   1b  set  a; 
t  to  exceed  J16.0 


1   >::iuhi  -. 


For  further  Information  apply   to   the  ownei 
'taeo.  F.  Koch,  176  E.  8d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
604  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
ExolUBlve  Brethren  Agont. 


.  iKc 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


1  Four  Designs, 
size  8x11, 
r  Designs,  \ 


)  Landscape  and  I-'l 
I  Embossed  Flower 


■vers  and  Landscape,  si/..'  '.I.jxiil;;,  . 
Is  and  Landi>cftpulBl/.e:i,1--a-\i)J<t, .  .  ■ 
e  Scenery,  sine  3Jfx5J4 


ZERO  CREAMERY  CO..  PERO.  IMP 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

I4S  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 

Thta  hotel  I.  centrally  located,  end  the  meet  re.pect- 
J.Von.e  0.  It,  da-  1'^Z.Z^Z'Z: 

^;^n"?»n.c«'. ««-  -*—•  "* 

olisi  PMienger  Elevator, 


000  "The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards, 
825^  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3", 


Scripture  Test  llckuts,  red  or 
When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday    School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods 
tised  here. 

flexible,  red-edge,  per  do 


Olasa  BookB,  per  c 


1,  with  flnee 
,  pictorial  chi 


Other  Helps.-We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write 
befoie  ordering  elsewhere. 
Address, 


lire,  no 

pay." 

Retail  prli 

b.  is  col 

BP0 

bottle 

11  tlic 

C.  C.  C 

e  Is  no  agent  In 
oiler  at  once;  don 

£l 

■ill'.J 

"s„e< 
lie  Kll 

i hn  .- 

™i».' 

Add, 

>,Ud-.ay|nj) 

lenied) 

loced 

nto  ever, 

S 

E.  DU8BEL&CO.,  Pr 

as 

?«*.!. 

Mcpherson  college, 

McPHKRSON,  KANSAS. 


"AHTMBNTSi-L'ollnglat,!,  Normal,  I'mpuni- 
Coiiiineralal,  Stenography,  Typo-wrltlng, 
cat,  aud  Biblical.    Spring  Term  begins  April 


The 
3oard 

loma 
lone. 
The 

ndth 

No 

mnl  D 

a  and  Its  couis 
Ight  students 
demand, 
re  all  specialists 

ognlzcd  by  the  State 
leads  to  a  State  Dl- 
oach    in    one  County 

in  their  departments 

Stud 

E 

m'.i'l 

eral 

lust  any  time  and  find  clas 

s«co 

m 

si 
St, 

™<°" 

:i 

McPh 

colleges  ol  the 

ekson  College 
McPhcrsoD, 

Kani, 

Planting  Trees 

In  February  at  Dos  Falos  Colony,  Cal. 


'"I'.l'iM.n'ii'g 


vegelnblos  to  plant 


SEED  POTATOES 


an  furnish  No. 
;    Seed    Potatoes, 


Address:  THEO,  HE1PLE. 


TSIB    GOSPEL    MBSSEiraBH/- 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


If  You  Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    thii 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 


ABSOLUTELY    PURE 


r*  ANNOUNCEMENTS' 


Ohio. 

May  «  and  10,  Abilene,  Ka 
May  lfi,  at  3  P.  M.,  Oak 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

,    M.,  Hickory  Uro< 


tuii-theust  of  ljliiwui.nl 
im>,  Hock  ton,  Pa. 

i  Spring   District,  Be- 


OF   INTEREST  TO   HOME 
SEEKING   BRETHREN. 


Manchester  College.... 
The  Bible  School. 


:  Collegiate,  Pro- 
rolal,  Shorthand 
He,  Penmanship, 


Ouu  School:    Facilities  are  excellent,  c 


j  pin 


.vhk-h 


these 


iy  public  schools, 

urchesof  all  denominations 


ALL 

The  Colonies  of  Brethren  in 
North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along-  the 
Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 


And  that  the  Undersigned  will 
be  glad  to  answer  all  inquiries 
concerning 

FREE 

Government  Lands,  subject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

^"Brethren  and  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our  colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 
me  and  1  will  be  glad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  i title Htitt ft i- 
Sfflroi  or  Stcl  'V1'-     f*""]'"!'/    <"*"'"'■   tha° 

Jf  CounS  Prfo '  i  rtrowo^MumfactS 

dress,  W.  A.  DlCK!-.\.  Nta.i.  Miami  Lu.,  lud.  itf. 


You  Need  It ! 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Price,  10   Cents. 
Rates  to  Agents, 
this  Office. 


Special 
Address 


Everybody  who  h 
sending  for  a  10-cent 
QUICK  CORN  CURE 


'BBEL'S  DOUBLE 

npion  of  all  reme- 

)  remove  Coras,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 

ike  all  you  have?    The  first  application  atopi 
n  and  two  or  three  applications  remove  thf 
It  is  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  Its  ktnc 
Isoovered— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suf- 
n  Corns,    Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  a  dlmt 
oents.  In  stamps.    Order  at  once  and  dlsposi 
r  Corn.  Or,  on  reoelpt  of  25  cents  will  send  bj 
:  lo-oeat   DOX  0f   Corn  Cure  and    a   25-oent 
bottle   of  DUBBEL'S    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS 
e  Liver  and  Bowels,  the  best  little  Pill  to  i 
nstlpstlon.    Agents  wanted   In  every  local 

rite  Quiok  for  territory  and  terms.    Address 


to  be  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethrer 
agreed  to  give  land  for  n  site,  and  flv 


hundred  dollars  towards 
for  the  use  of  the  Brethro 
The  prices  asked  for  th 


s  than  any  one  else  i 


a  chu 

are  from  J8  to 
en,  with  only 

t  better  prices 

nd  I  willihelp 


Breth.ern's 

Plain  Clothing 


excuse  for  any  member  of  i 
church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 

i 


There  i 
the  Brethi 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it, 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we 
our    clothing,    measuring    blanks, 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  wi., 
sent  on  application.     Our  rules  for  self!  \ 

understand  them. 
We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  i 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 


Phillipson  Clothing  Co,, 


WARSAW,  IND.  4 


t  selection,  and  assist  j 
;  passenger  and  freight   rates. 
you  have  investigated.    Write 

C.  W.  MOTT, 
1  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R 


Teeter's  Commentary 


The  prices  on  this  popular  and  t 
liable  Commentary  have  now  been 
duced  to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,  -  S4.0C 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,  -  -  4.5c 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -  5.0c 

Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co, 
Mt.  Morris, 
Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents, 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  FreesortJIuT.'! 


Carpenter  Wanted! 


PROt.    |I->SE  BEERy-S 

►Colt  Training. 


Homeseekers' 
Low-Rate  Excursion 


.    I'llkutu  mid 


Here  Again  for  1896 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  too  pages  8xio 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 
best  quality  oi  paper.    It  is  really  the  hncst  book  ol  its 
blished.    Price,  is  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 


MAKER, Fre, 


.U.S.A. 


WAYNE  COUNTY  HEED 

POLAND-CHINAS 


Tuesday,  April  7th, 
Tuesday,  April  21st, 
Tuesday,  May  5th. 


r  local  agent  a 


'  good  for  SO  days  for  re 

s  chance  to  visit  Millo,  Lncs 

?s,  Minnesota. 

!••  undersigned  when  yol 


the  depot  In  Minneapolis, 


ictropolls  of  the 


tVI-l,    r 


other  dates  can  get 
ralily,  reduced  rates, 
n  all  points  between 
hicago  and  Missouri  River,  by  writing  a  few  days 
jfore  they  wish  to  start  to Theo.F.Koch,  170 Third 
i reel,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 
t4  504  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


■ 


liscellaneous   Books 


Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 
:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 


Have  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble? 


Kidney  Tonic 


\",T*Jr; 


'•■  I.  liy  ( ■„  . 

,  j.  II,  |.i!.,' 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  and 
s  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  relief. 


J8fif*Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


It  glv ._ 

day  as  a  trial  you  may  s 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 
DR.  JH>.  j.  worst, 

Patent  applied  lor.  ASHLAND,  OHIO- 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil.  1 :  17. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  28,  1896. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Futllsned  Weekly,  at  SI. Co  per  Annua,  By 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

EDITORIAL. 

Items i( 

Brumbaugh's  Glimpses  lrom  Foreign  Travel.    No.  37, 

The  Standing  Committee 

Editorial  Gleauings  in  the  Orient.    No.  13 

POEJRY-  • 

What  is  Home?    By  Gertrude  A.  Flory, 

The  Carpenter's  Son.    By  Myra  Goodwin  Flantz, .  .  .- 

ESSA  Y  DEPARTMEN  T- 

The  Token  ol  Authority.    By  S.  Z.  Sharp 

Out— In.— Deut.  6:  23.    By  M.  N.  Quinter,     

"  The  Lord  our  Rigl.teousness."-Jer.  23: 6.     By  S.  N.  McCann  .  . 

Systematic  Scripture  Study.    By  J.  D.  Haughtelin 

Napoleon's  Tomb  at  Paris, 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL- 

Lesson  Light  Flashes 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  - 

Notes  lrom  the  Chicago  Mission.    By  Lizzie  Howe 

The  Sultan  of  Turkey. 

How  to  Keep  a  Sunday  School  Goiug.    Selected  by  Lizzie  G.  Hi 

GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT.- 

Mission  Receipts  for  February,  1896 

Importance  ol  Missionary  Work.    By  Adria  Beahm 

HOME  AND  FAMILY.- 

Bv  Howard  Miller 

J.    By  Fheuc  B.  Moore 

D.  C.  Burkholder 

Selected  by  Lizzie  G.  Hummer 


A  touching  incident  is  related  in  connection 
with  the  late  war.  A  young  man  was  tenderly 
attached  to  his  sister,  his  only  relative.  Her 
young  husband  entered  the  army  and  so  did  the 
brother.  The  husband  was  killed  and  the  brother 
was  taken  prisoner,  but  the  sister  saw  in  the 
papers  her  brother's  name  among  the  dead.  Left 
alone,  as  she  thought,  in  the  world,  she  wandered 
from  place  to  place,  supporting  herself  as  best 
she  could.  The  brother,  released  from  prison, 
made  repeated  efforts  to  find  his  sister,  but  failing, 
in  every  instance,  to  learn  anything  concerning  her, 
he  gave  her  up  as  dead.  A  few  weeks  ago  he 
united  with  the  Disciple  church  in  Toledo,  Ohio. 
His  name  was  read  among  others  before  the 
church,  and  to  his  amazement  a  woman  walked 
up  to  him,  threw  her  arms  about  him  and  kissed 
him.  It  was  his  long-lost  sister.  They  had  lived 
on  the  same  street  for  five  years,  and  probably 
had  passed  each  olher  a  number  of  times  during 
that  period,  and  were  now  brought  together  by 
the  reading  of  the  name  in  public.  Two  souls 
were  filled  with  joy,  and  the  entire  congregation 
was  deeply  affected.  What  joy  there  will  be  in 
heaven  when  the  saints  shall  meet  and  be  made 
known  to  each  other!  In  this  world  they  are  sep- 
arated by  death,  but  in  heaven  they  shall  meet 
and  greet,  being  bound  together  by  ties  of  love 
stronger  than  death. 


complishment  of  that  end  we  hereby 
ttional  Conference,  to  be  held  in  the 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  the  22d 
the  general  conviction  that 


With  a  view  to  the  1 
vite  you  to  attend  a 
City  of  Washington,  01 
and  23d  of  April  next,  to 
such  a  system  of  arbitration  should  be  speedily  provided  for 
by  the  proper  authorities  and  with  the  most  comprehensive 
application  practicable. 

It  is  earnestly  desired  that  all  parts  of  the  country  should 
be  fully  represented  at  this  Conference,  and,  in  order  that 
this  may  be  assured,  a  similar  invitation  has  been  sent  to 
representative  men,  irrespective  of  party  or  creed,  in  every 
State  and  Territory  in  the  Union,— the  combined  membership 
of  the  two  houses  of  Congress  being  taken  as  a  general  basis 
of  numbers  and  apportionment. 

Assuming  that  you  share  our  belief  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  end  proposed,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  in  this  communi- 
cation to  enter  into  an  extended  statement  on  the  subject. 
By  repeated  acts,  as  well  as  by  repeated  declarations,  our 
government  has  appeared  before  the  world  in  advocacy  of  in- 
ternational arbitration,  as  a  measure  conformable  to  our  own 
interests  and  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  as  well  as  to  the 
cause  of  general  justice  and  civilization.  To  this  effect 
patriotism,  philanthropy,    statesmanship    and    religion    have 

In  confining  the  present  movement  to  the  promotion  of  ar- 
bitration between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  we  are 
not  unconcerned  [or  the  wider  application  of  the  principle 
involved.  But,  taking  into  consideration  the  importance  and 
the  value  of  practical  results,  it  has  seemed  wise  to  concen- 
trate our  immediate  efforts  upon  the  attainment  of  a  perma- 
nent system   between   the  two  great    English-speaking  peo- 

For  further  particulars,  address,  C.  P.  Daly,  No. 
II  West  Twenty-ninth  Street,  New  York  City. 


^EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY ^- 

One  of  the   fashion   papers,   published   in   New 
York,  says:  "  Dead  birds  are  worn  this  winter  chief- 
and  girls  and  thoughtless 
But   the  most  unfortunate 
:h  ornaments  —if  ornaments 
:  worn  by  some  women  pro  • 
n  will  Christianity  lift  peo- 
:  of  thinking  and  living?    To 
ruel.     It  is  a  crime  against  the 


ly  by  frivolous 
women   of  all  sorts." 
thing  about  it  is  that  su 
they  dare  be  called, — ai 
fessing  godliness.    Wh 
pie  to  a  higher  pi 
wear  a  dead  bird 


birds  themselves  and  the  God  who  made  them. 
While  the  birds  may  have  no  soul,  women  ought  to 
have  soul  enough  to  discountenance  such  cruelty. 


Probably  the  most  ungrateful  man  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  Russell  Sage,  the  New  York  million- 
aire. One  does  not  like  to  thus  speak  unkindly 
of  people,  but  this  man  deserves  sharp  rebukes 
from  every  quarter.  Four  years  ago  a  lunatic  at- 
tempted to  take  the  life  of  Mr.  Sage  by  hurling 
a  dynamite  bomb  at  him  in  his  office.  When  he 
saw  his  danger,  Mr.  Sage  seized  one  of  his  clerks 
and  held  him  in  front  of  him  as  a  shield.  Mr. 
Sage  escaped  unhurt,  but  the  clerk  was  severely 
injured,  and  for  a  time  it  was  thought  he  could 
not  recover.  During  the  clerk's  sickness  he  re- 
ceived neither  sympathy  nor  aid  from  the  great 
millionaire,  though  he  is  a  poor,  hard-working  man. 
The  clerk  finally  brought  suit  for  damages,  and 
the  last  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  S4O.O0O.  But 
Mr.  Sage  continues  to  fight  the  case,  and  will  do 
his  utmost  to  keep  the  man,  who,  probably,  saved 
h's  life,  from  getting  one  cent  for  all  of  his  seven 
months'  intense  suffering  in  the  hospital.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  that  a  civilized  man  could  he  so 
ungrateful.  And  yet  this  is  hardly  to  be  corn- 
Pared  with  the  conduct  of  the  sinner,  who  puts 
°ff  accepting  pardon  year  after  year,  though  ment  between 
Christ  died  that  he  might  live.  |  arbitration. 


RELlSbOUG  persecution  in  Russia  is  far  more  gen- 
eral than  most  American  readers  think.  The  es- 
tablished religion  of  the  empire  is  that  of  the 
Greek  Church,  and  this  is  the  only  faith  that  seems 
to  be  protected  by  law.  In  moral  and  spiritual 
tone  it  is  probably  very  little  better  than  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion.  While  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  sects  in  Russia,  and  some  of  them  are  be- 
coming quite  strong,  they  are  confined  almost 
wholly  to  the  common  people.  They  have  ar- 
rayed against  them  the  civil  authorities,  the  Greek 
priests  and  the  saloon-keepers.  The  latter  feel 
that  their  business  is  at  stake,  for  these  sects  us- 
ually oppose  drinking.  The  priests  endeavor  to 
keep  them  from  reading  the  Bible,   and  in  their 


presenc 


'ill  even   tear   up   the    New   Testa 


and  in  many  instances  persuade  the  people  to  de- 
stroy every  Bible  they  can  find.  The  priests  fear 
to  have  the  masses  read  the  Scriptures.  In  order 
to  keep  the  good  will  of  the  priests  and  the  sa- 
loon-keepers, the  civil  authorities  persecute  these 
well-meaning  religious  people,  and  refuse  to  ar- 
rest or  hinder  those  who  destroy  their  property. 
Many  of  the  leaders  of  the  religious  sects  are 
banished  to  Siberia  and  other  desolate  regions. 
Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  hand  of  persecution 
rests  heavily  upon  the  common  people  of  Russia, 
who  desire  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  thereby  be 
led  to  improve  their  spiritual  and  moral  co 
tion.  Russia  needs  more  advanced  ideas  on  ci 
zation  and  religious  liberty. 


Our  people  have  always  stood  opposed  to  war, 
and  in  favor  of  arbitration.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
gratifying  to  them  to  learn  that  a  number  of  the 
leading  men  in  this  country  have  issued  a  call  for 
a  convention  to  set  in  motion  influences  that  will 
result  in  establishing  a  permanent  system  of  ar- 
bitration between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain.     Below  we  give  the  call  in  full: 

Dear  Sir:— A  wide-spread  desire  has  been  manifested  both 

„  the  United  States  and  in  Great  Britain  for  the  establish- 

'   t  permanent  system  of 
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wish,  but 
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E    LAND   OF    EGYPT. 

re  in  it, — not  in  dream, 
lity    and    in    person, — th 


to 


fancy  or 
:  oldest 
the  world.  About  this 
ntertain  some  unpleasant 
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part  of  the  country  near  our  intended  visits, 
and  had  already  carried  off  by  death,  some  eight 
hundred  of  the  inhabitants,  yet  there  were  no  cas- 
es directly  in  our  way,  nor  in  places  and  cities 
of  our  prospective  visits. 

After  breakfast,  and  about  7  o'clock,  we  landed 
in  the  City  of  Port  Said.  This  is  a  place  of 
some  forty  thousand  inhabitants.  It  owes  its 
prosperity  to  the  Suez  Canal,  is  largely  European, 
and  of  but  little  historical  note.  Therefore  we 
shall  not  give  space  in  describing  it,  more  than 
that  it  is  beautifully  located,  has  pleasant  surround- 
ings, some  fine  streets,  large  hotels  and  puts  on 
modern  airs.  If  its  present  prospects  be  realized 
a  bright  future  is  in  store  for  it.  Just  what  the 
possibilities  are  we  did  not  have  time  to  see  or 
learn. 

After  a  short  visit  in  this  place,  we  took  passage 
by  railroad  for  Cairo.  The  first  forty  or  fifty 
miles  we  run  almost  due  south  alongside  of 
the  Suez  Canal  to  Ismailia,  through  a  barren  and 
desert  country,  inhabited  only  by  a  few  people, 
and  these,  we  suppose,  employees  of  the  railroad 
at  the  different  stopping  places;  so  there  is 
but  little  attraction  by  the  way,  except  the  canal 
and  the  ships,  etc.,  as  they  pass  and  are 
passed  along  the  way. 

At  Ismailia  we  stopped  for  dinner.  The  accommo- 
dations are  not  good  and  the  place  has  but  few 
attractions.    During  the    building  of    the    Canal, 
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it  was  quite  prosperous.  At  the  completion,  a  col- 
lapse came,  but  afterwards  it  regained  some  of 
its  lost  popularity.  After  leaving  this  place,  the 
road  takes  a  westward  direction,  and  soon  we  enter 
the  "  Land  of  Goshen,"  which,  with  the  "  Valley  of 
the  Nile,"  forms  the  garden  spot  of  the  world  in 
fertility  of  the  soil  and  beauty  of  location. 

Because  of  our  study  and  teaching  in  Bible  His- 
tory, this  land  had  special  interest  to  us,  and  when 
we  heard  of  the  cholera  being  in  the  Delta  of  the 
Nile  at  Damietta  and  surrounding  villages,  we 
were  fearful  ihat  the  plague  would  get  so  bad 
that  a  quarantine  would  be  made  against  us  en- 
tering, and  thus  frustrate  our  long- cherished  wish 
of  seeing  and  passing  through  the  country,  once 
the  home  of  Father  Jacob  and  his  descendants. 
When,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Lord,  we  were  per- 
mitted to  enter,   a  feeling  of  satisfaction  came  to 


that 


seldom  ex 
:  passed  thr 
:  kept  busy  i 


of  it, 


serienced.  For  fifty 
ough  the  very  heart 
n  contrasting  what  is  now 
seen  here  and  how  it  was  when  inhabited  by  Is- 
rael. Of  course  thousands  of  years  bring  many 
and  often  very  important  changes  to  a  country. 
But,  because  of  the  extreme  conservativeness  of 
oriental  life,  we  presume  that  the  changes  here 
have  not  been  so  great  as  they  have  been  in  many 
other  countries.  "And  Pharaoh  spake  unto  Jo 
seph,  saying,  Thy  father  and  thy  brethren  are 
come  unto  thee.  The  land  of  Egypt  is  before  thee; 
in  the  best  of  the  land  make  thy  father  and  thy 
brethren  to  dwell;  in  the  land  of  Goshen  let  them 
dwell." 
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ceedingly      low    and 
wants  are  very  few, 
they  have  aspirations 
show  it.     Life,  to  them, 
of   drudgery,— all   work 
sowing,   hoeing,    gath 


nal-like,    so    that    their 

of  them,  but  little.  If 
better  life,  they  fail  to 
a  continued  experience 
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This  was  good    news   to    Father  Ja 

as  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  he  saw 

watered   and    a   goodly  land,— a 

his  people,  his  flocLs  and  herds. 

so  much  of  it  is   now,— in   grass 

and  thousands  of  flocks  could  "1 

pastures  and  by  the  still  waters." 
As   we   looked   southward,    ea: 

ward,  as  far  as  vision   could  rea< 

one    long,    extended   plain.     Much 

now  irrigated  and  farmed  in  corn 

and   cotton.     The   whole   country 

sections   and    lands   by    irrigating    canals.     These 

canals  and  sub-canals  are  full  of  pure,  sweet  water, 

and  the  lay  of  the  country  is  such  that,  with  the 

hoe   or   the    foot,  the  watering  can  be  done  with 

ease  and  as  rapidly  as  desired.     Then  the  climate 

is  such  as  to  exactly  suit  a  predatory  and  pastoral 

people. 

There  always  had  been  to  us,  a  mystery  about 

the  tent-life.     In  our  varied  experiences  in  eastern 

travel,  much  of  this  has  been  cleared  away.  Such 
a  life  is  more  of  a  possibility  in  countries  where 
summer  lasts  all  the  year  round,  than  in  more 
northern  climes.  In  this  land  Israel,  for  faith 
and  obedience  was  blessed  and  prospered, — for  sin 
and  disobedience,  was  oppressed  and  enslaved. 
Because  of  their  sins,  the  Lord  came  to  their  res- 
cue and  delivered  them.  Though  the  farming  of 
thousands  of  years  has  sapped  this  soil,  yet  it  is 
a  goodly  land,  and  were  the  towns,  cities  and 
country  to  be  filled  with  God's  people,  an  earth- 
ly Paradise  it  would  be. 

As  we  passed  along,  we 
work,  gathering  the  last  ru 
the  tobacco  fields,  and,  in  a 
crops  of  barley  and  corn  \ 
The  corn  is  small  eared,  hard 
as  if  it  would  keep  in   good 

time.  In  this  land  of  Goshen  there  are  no  indica- 
tions of  what  we  would  call  home  or  farm  life. 
The  workers  of  the  soil  live  in  small  village  huts, 
built  of  sun-dried  brick,  or  in  tents  clumped  to- 
gether without  any  order  or  reference  to  conven- 
ience or  beauty.  For  the  beautiful,  this  people 
seem  to  have  no  taste,  either  about  their  persons 
or  their  surroundings,    Their  ideas  of  life  are  ex- 
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aking  the  round  continual  and 

unending,  the  year  in   and  the  year  out.     To  this 

they   have   become    accustomed,   and    expect  and 
look  for  nothing  else. 

VALLEY   OF   THE    NILE. 

And  now  we  leave  the  Goshen  of  Israel  for  the 
Valley  of  the  Nile,  and  near  Cairo,  the  great  Me- 
tropolis of  Egypt.  Here  we  have  another  change 
and  a  new  experience.  As  we  approach  the  city, 
much  of  the  country  is  yet  under  water,  as  we 
struck  the  time  of  the  receding  of  the  Nile,  back 
into  its  banks,  from  the  annual  overflow.  But  as 
we  are  now  entering  the  city,  we  will  speak  of  this 
at  another  time. 

As  we  leave  our  coaches,  we  are  surprised  to 
find  here  a  fine,  large  depot,  with  all  the  modern 
appurtenances  added  thereto.  Then  we  are  be- 
sieged with  a  score  or  more  of  the  most  persistent 
hotel  runners  that  we  had  to  encounter  anywhere 
during  our  travels,  and  this  is  saying  much,  as  all 
European  hotels  mean  business.  It  may  be  truly 
said  of  the  stranger  who  enters  this  city  without 
knowing  where  to  go,  "that  he  suffereth  vio- 
lence and  the  violent  take  him  by  force."  They 
swoop  down  upon  you  like  a  gang  of  hungry 
wolves,  and  with  arguments  as  soft  as  butter  and 
as  sweef  as  honey,  determine  to  convince  you  that 
the  hotel  which  they  represent  is  the  veiy  best 
and  cheapest  in  the  city. 

Fortunately  for  us,  we  were  booked  for  the  Ho- 
tel Khedivial  and  were  at  once  taken  in  charge  by 
their   representative,   conducted  to  their   carriage, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  were  landed  in  front  of 
our   Cairo    home.     Expecting   to    remain    several 
weeks,  we  were   anxious  to  get  a  desirable  place, 
and   we   were   not    at   all     disappointed.     Located 
northeast  of  the  Ezbe   Kiyeh  Garden,  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  city,  and  fronted  by  the  business 
square,  we  were  in  position,   not  only  to  conven- 
iently take  in  the  city,  but  from  our  room  window 
study  the  business  ways  and  the  manners,  customs 
and  costumes  of  the  people.     To  say  that  this  is 
an  interesting  privilege  don't   express  it.     Oriental 
life  is  always  a  curiosity  to  those  unaccustomed  to 
it,   and   though    we   had   seen   much   of   it   before, 
on  getting   to   this   place,   we  were  none  the   less 
interested,   because   here   we   had    new  forms  and 
combinations  of  it  as  affected  by  the  religion  and 
habits  of  the  people.     At  the   door  and  near  by, 
from    early   morning  to   the   midnight   hour,  were 
horses,    carriages   and   drivers   awaiting   your   exit 
and    pleasure,   and   you  could    not  get  outside 
the    door   without   being   accosted   and  invited  to 
take  a   ride.     Alongside   of   the  pavements,  in  all 
public  places,  all  the  day  long,  were  standing  and 
waiting,  scores  of  donkey  boys  with  their  donkeys, 
ready  to  have  you  get  astride  "  Bismarck,"  "  Mary 
Johnson,"    "Yankee  Doodle"    or  any  other  name 
that  might  strike  your  fancy.     As  soon  as  seated 
in  the  saddle  you  were  off  at  a  gallop,  a  donkey 
boy  running  behind  with  pointed  stick,  urging  the 
long-eared    nag   forward.     In  these    rides  there  is 
seldom  a  let-up  in  speed,  as  the  driver  prides  him- 
self  in    making   things   go.     And,    with    all    defer- 
ence to  the  beauty  of  the  animal  and  the  melody 
of  his  voice,  we  greatly  enjoyed  our  donkey  rides, 
and  we  could  not  help   but   fall  in  love  with   the 
docile  and  patient  little  fellows.     They  are  largely 
used  by  tourists  and  the  business  men  of  the  city, 
Both  men  and  women  ride  them,  and  the  oddest 
sight  is   to    see   the   veiled    Mohammedan   women 
sitting  astride  these  donkeys,  galloping  at  break- 
neck speed, 


Oriental  women  have  no  use  for  lady  side-sad- 
dles, as  they  always  ride  astride,  the  same  as  the 
men.  But  until  you  get  accustomed  to  seeing  it, 
the  sight  is  a  ludicrous  one,  and  you  are  made  to 
wonder  why  they  do  not  fall  in  with  what  we  are 
made  to  believe  is  the  more  graceful  style. 

Another  very  interesting  sight  to  the  tourist, 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  early  morning,  as  the  laboring 
class  from  the  surrounding  villages  and  encamp- 
ments come  to  the  city  to  spend  the  day  and  see 
the  sights.  They  are  family  visits,  as  the  whole 
household  comes  together.  The  outfit  is  a  donkey 
and  cart.  This  has  two  wheels,  and  on  it  a  long 
bed  or  platform,  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  long,  and, 
perhaps,  three  wide.  This  is  made  after  the  lad- 
der style,  two  wooden  side  pieces  with  rungs  be- 
tween. On  these,  boards  are  fastened,  that  form 
the  bottom.  The  platform  is  all  bottom  and  no 
sides.  To  this  the  donkey  is  fastened  by  long 
shafts,  reaching  forward  over  the  donkey, — head 
and  all, — so  cumbersome  in  size  and  appearance, 
that  you  would  think  that  these  alone  are  enough 
to  bear  him  down.  But  on  the  cart  is  the  whole 
family  of  women  and  children,    as    in   some  cases 


more  wives,  and  to 
each  other,  they  all 
one  and  the   same 


the  men  have  four,  five 
keep  them  on  good  terms 
have  to  be  taken  togeth 
time. 

Morning  after  morning  we  saw  scores  of  these 
cartload  families  come  to  the  city,  and  be  it  said 
to  the  credit  of  the  husband,  he  always  walked 
alongside  of  the  donkey.  There  may  have  been, 
however,  two  reasons  for  this  strange  oriental 
sight.  The  one,  out  of  respect  for  his  family,  the 
other,  to  get  out  from  among  the  family.  The  lat- 
ter would  be  the  better  thing  to  do  for  an  Ameri- 
can husband  so  encumbered  with  wives.  But  cus- 
tom and  religion  make  law,  and  so  questions  of 
right  and  propriety  are  settled.  h.  b.  b. 


-ESSAYS, 


WHAT  IS  HOME? 


What  is  home? 
Is  it  the  place  with  rural  charm, 
The  pleasant-sloped  and  well-tilled  fan 
Where  every  season  brings  a  store 
Of  good  things  to  the  owner's  door, — 
Is  this  home? 
What  is  home? 
Is  it  a  granite  mansion  grand, 
With  wealth  and  ease  on  every  hand, 
Where  trials,  poverty  and  pain 
Have  never  reveled  in  their  reign, — 
Is  this  home? 
What  is  home? 
Is  it  a  cottage,  planned  for  rest, 
Among  the  trees  where  songsters  nest, 
And  fill  the  place  throughout  the  year 
With  choral  strains  of  trust  and  cheer,- 
Is  this  home? 
What  is  home? 
Is  it  the  house  to  care  unknown, 
Where  sorrow's  shadow  is  not  thrown 
Across  the  hearth-stone,  bright  and  wa: 
And  o'er  the  threshold  blows  no  storm,- 
Is  this  home? 
What  is  home? 
The  bliss  that  tender  ties  impart, 
The  heart  that  fully  answers  heart, 
The  deeds  that  sweet  affection  prove, 
The  love  that  lives  alone  in  love  — 
This  is  home! 
La  Porte,  Ind. 


THE  TOKEN  OF  AUTHORITY. 

BY  S.  Z.  SHARP. 

During  our  Bible  Term,  the  first  sixteen  verses 
of  I  Cor.  ii  received  the  most  searching  investi- 
gation I  ever  saw  a  portion  of  Scripture  receive  in 
my  life,    Liberty  was  granted  to  all,— church  mem- 
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uer5  and  others,— to  express  their  ideas  freely. 
The  Greek  version  was  used  as  the  basis  of  in- 
tigation,  and  the  various  translations  were  used 
aids.  The  renderings  of  commentators  were 
freely  quoted  and  probably  the  best  Greek  schol- 
ars in  our  church  were  present  to  give  us  the  ex- 
act meaning  of  each  word,  as  the  investigation 
went  on  verse  by  verse.  The  literal  meaning  of 
each  verse  was  written  on  the  blackboard,  when 
all  were  satisfied  that  the  true  meaning  had  been 
discovered,  and  was  endorsed  unanimously  by 
those  who  understand  the  Greek.  The  result  was 
such  that  the  elders  present,  and  others,  requested 
that  a  synopsis  of  it  be  sent  to  the  Messenger  for 
publication. 

The  discussion  lasted  from  an  hour  to  two  hours 
and  a  half  for  four  days,  while  more  than  a  hun- 
dred took  an  active  interest  in  it  each  day. 

Explanation  of  1  Cor.  11:  1-16. 

Verse  I.  This  verse  logically  belongs  to  the 
preceding  chapter  and  is  not  closely  related  to 
what  follows. 

Verse  2.  The  word  "  ordinances,"  original  para- 
doseis,  sometimes  translated  traditions,  means  doc- 
trines or  instructions  handed  down  by  word  of 
mouth  or  epistles.  2  Thess.  2:  15.  These  "ordi- 
nances" which  we  are  about  to  consider  are  not 
Paul's  opinions  of  what  is  expedient  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  day,  but  he  says  himself,  "  I  have 
received  of  the  Lord  that  which  also  I  delivered 
unto  you."    Verse  23. 

Verse  3.  .  Woman  is  subordinate  to  man  as  man  is 
to  Christ  and  Christ  to  God.  This  subordinate  re- 
lation of  woman  to  man  is  not  of  that  servile  kind 
as  seen  in  oriental  and  heathen  countries,  but  a 
relation  of  love,  as  that  between  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  and  between  the  Son  and  his  apostles.  "As 
the  Father  has  loved  me  so  have  I  loved  you." 
John  15:  9.  "As  the  church  is  subject  unto 
Christ,  so  let  the  wives  be  subject  to  their  own 
husbands  in  everything."  Eph.  5:  24.  "Hus- 
bands love  your  wives,"  etc.  Verse  25. 
Werse  4.  The  man  praying  with  his  head  covered 
'dishonors  his  head,  Christ.  A  man,  while  in  public 
religious  service  with  head  covered,  first  dishon- 
ors his  own  head  with  this  badge  of  servitude  after 
being  made  free  from  sin  and  the  law.  John  8:  36; 
Rom.  6:  22.  Secondly,  he  dishonors  his  head, 
Christ,  whom  he  represents:  "We  are  ambassadors 
for  Christ,"  etc.     2  Cor.  5:  20. 

Verse  5.  The  woman  praying  or  prophesying  with 
head  uncovered  dishonors  the  head  of  Iter  body,  deport- 
ing herself  as  one  unchaste.  Paul  as  emphatically 
forbids  man  to  pray  or  prophesy  in  public  with  his 
head  covered,  as  he  forbids  woman  to  pray  in  pub- 
lic with  head  uncovered.  This  fact  is  usually 
passed  over  lightly  by  those  who  are  willing  to  be 
governed  by  the  custom  of  the  times,  rather  than 
by  the  Word  of  God.  It  is  popular  for  men  to 
pray  bareheaded,  hence  it  is  not  criticised.  It  is 
unpopular  for  woman  to  have  a  "sign  of  authority 
on  her  head,"  hence  the  world  and  the  flesh  pro- 
test against  this  requirement  of  God  and  try  to 
substitute  something  in  its  place  as  they  do  sprink- 
h'ng  for  immersion. 

In  requiring  man  to  pray  with  head  uncovered, 
Paul  could  not  refer  to  the  Jewish  custom  which 
'squires  them  to  pray  with  heads  covered  as  under 
[he  law  in  bondage,  nor  does  he  refer  to  the  Jew- 
ish law  which  required  of  the  high-priest  a  special 
head  covering  while  serving  in  the  temple.  Lev. 
2I:  10;  Ex.  39:  28;  Ex.  29:  6-9;  Ezek.  44:  18. 

Verse  6.  A  -woman  who  would  appear  in  public 
Worship  and  not  have  lier  head  properly  covered  would 
deserve  to  have  her  hair  shorn  or  shaven.  This  verse 
Proves  that  Paul  could  not  mean  that  woman's 
"a>r  could  be  used  for  a  prayer-covering,  for,  if 
she  should  come  into  the  assembly  without  having 
"er  head  covered  with  hair,  how  could  she  be 
shorn? 

Verse  7.  A  man  ought  not  to  pray  with  head  un- 
covered, because  of  his  relation  to  God  or  Christ.  This 
Ve'se  more  fully  explains  verse  three  and  four,  as 
We"  as  2  Cor.  5:  20,    For  a  similar  reason  a  woman 


'it  not  to  pray  without  her  head  being  covered,  be- 
cause of  her  relation  to  man. 

Notice  that  this  relation  to  man  dates  from  the 
creation  of  woman  and  cannot  be  affected  by  any 
custom  or  fashion  of  society. 

Verses  8  and  9.  These  verses  explain  more  fully 
woman's  relation  to  man.  Here  Paul  concludes  his 
argument  based  on  woman's  relation  to  man,  and 
uses  his  deduction  as  the  basis  of  his  second  ar- 
gument, as  may  be  noticed  by  the  words  "  (or  this 
cause,"  by  which  his  second  argument  is  introduced 
in  the  following  verse. 

Verse  10.  A  woman,  when  praying  or  prophesying, 
should  have  "  a  sign  of  authority  "  on  her  head  because 
of  the  angels,  or  heavenly  messengers.  The  "sign  of 
authority "  in  this  verse  in  the  original  is  exousian 
from  exousia,  a  sign  of  power,  and  not  katakalnpto, 
as  used  in  verse  five,  which  has  been  used  as  a 
sign  of  subjection,— a  veil.  We  have  not  found  a 
single  case  in  the  New  Testament,  where  exousia 
means  subjection,  but  in  Matt.  9:  8  and  10:  1  it 
means  power  or  ability  to  do  something.  In  John 
10:  18  and  Acts  5:  4,  it  means  liberty  or  license.  In 
Matt.  8:  9  and  281  18,  power  vested  in  one,— author- 
ity. In  Matt.  9:  6  and  21:  23,  right,  authority, 
full  power.  In  John  I:  12  dignity,  prerogative.  In 
I  Cor.  u :  10  an  emblem  of  power,  honor  and  dig- 
nity, etc. 

This  throws  a  flood  of  light  on  Paul's  language. 
He  states  a  principle.  He  says  a  woman,  while 
engaged  in  public  prayer  or  prophecy,  should  have 
a  sign  of  power  on  her  head,  but  wisely  does  not 
state  what  that  sign  must  be.  Nations  have  had 
their  signs  of  authority,  or  ensigns,  as  far  back  as 
the  days  of  the  Israelites,  when  Moses  marshalled 
them  into  an  army.  Num.  2:  3-25.  To  be  a  sign 
of  authority,  an  article  must  be  recognized  as  such. 
A  piece  of  sail-cloth  on  the  top  of  a  ship's  mast 
would  not  be  recognized  as  a  token  of  authority. 
The  "  stars  and  stripes,"  are  so  recognized,  be- 
cause our  nation  adopted  that  emblem  as  its  en- 
sign. A  bonnet  is  used  for  protection  of  the  head 
and  has  never  been  adopted  as  a  sign  of  authority 
A  hat  is  used  for  protection,  or,  it  may  be,  to  il- 
lustrate a  worldly  fashion,  hence  could  not,  at  th 
same  time,  be  a  sign  of  authority.  Even  a  vei 
would  be  unsuitable  in  most  nations,  since  it  has 
for  ages  been  used  as  a  sign  of  subjection 
could  not  be  used  as  a  sign  of  authority  and  of 
subjection  at  the  same  time.  The  plain  white  cap 
is  not  used  for  the  protection  of  the  head  against 
cold  or  heat.  It  is  not  a  sign  of  a  worldly  fash 
ion.  It  has  no  other  meaning  except  that  fo; 
which  it  is  worn, — a  token  of  authority.  It  was 
adopted  by  the  church  for  the  purpose  it  is  used, 
as  much  so  as  the  American  flag  was  adopted  for 
its  purpose.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Word  of 
God  against  it.  The  opposition  of  the  world,  th 
flesh  and  Satan  against  the  use  of  the  plain  white 
cap,  is  only  a  strong  argument  in  its  favor. 

"Because  of  the  angels!'  Many  have  without 
good  reason  been  perplexed  to  know  what  the 
word  "angels"  here  represents.  Because  John, 
in  that  metaphorical  book,  called  Revelation,  ap- 
plies the  word  to  the  elders  of  churches,  they  think 
that  it  may  have  the  same  meaning  here,  but  it 
should  be  observed  that  Paul  nowhere  else  em- 
ploys the  word  "  angels  "  to  represent  men,  neithei 
do  Matthew,  Mark  and  Luke  so  use  the  term 
There  is  not  even  a  feeble  argument  in  favor  of  the 
idea  that  Paul  means  men  when  he  says  angels. 

On  the  other  hand  the  proof  is  strong  that  an- 
gels accompany  those  who  are  "heirs  of  salvation' 
as  in  Psa.  34:  7;  Matt.  18:  10;  Heb    1:  14. 

Verses  II  and  12.  Although  wuman  by  creation 
is  subordinate  to  man,  nevertheless  in  Christ  Jesus 
there  is  neither  male  nor  female.  Gal.  3:  28.  Th 
idea  seems  to  be  this:  Although  woman's  relation 
to  man,  as  arranged  by  creation,  is  not  to  be  d' 
turbed,  yet  woman  may  have  power  delegated  to 
her  to  pray  and  prophesy  in  public  on  condition 
she  wears  on  her  head  this  token  of  delegated 
power,  since  in  Christ  there  is  no  distinction  of 
sex,  while  in  nature  this  distinction  ™<> 


Verse  13.    An  app. 


■„l  1 


to  the  church  to 


sider  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  woman  to  pray 


prophesy  with  head  uncovered.  It  being  a  fact  that 
heathen  women  served  in  their  temples  with  heads 
uncovered,  /En.  6:  48,  the  Christian  church  at 
Corinth  could  easily  judge  how  improper  it  would 
be  for  Christian  women  to  conform  to  a  heathen 
custom. 

Verse  14.  Nature  teaches  that  it  is  a  shame  for  man 
to  have  long  hair.  After  presenting  his  arguments 
based  on  the  relation  of  woman  to  man  in  creation, 

d  on  her  relation  to  the  angels,  Paul  draws  his 
third  argument  from  the  provisions  of  nature. 

Verse  15.  A  woman's  hair  is  given  her  instead  of 
that  which  is  thrown  around.  The  original  word  in 
verse  15,  which  is  translated  covering,  is peribolaion, 
from  ptriballio,  to  throw  around  one  as  a  mantle. 
A  woman's  hair  is  no  more  given  as  a  covering  for 
her  head  than  is  man's.  When  in  a  natural  posi- 
tion, her  hair  does  not  cover  her  head  as  much  as 
man's  hair  covers  his.  It  was  not  intended  by 
nature  as  a  special  covering  for  her  head,  but  for 
the  upper  part  of  her  body,  or,  as  the  original  has 
it,  for  "that  which  is  thrown  around."  Her  hair 
is  not  a  sign  of  authority,  and  never  was.  A  man's 
beard  might  be  so  construed,  a  woman's  hair  can 
not.  The  specific  purpose  of  woman's  "long  hair 
is  a  glory  to  her,"— never  a  token  of  authority. 

Verse  16.  Neither  we,  the  apostles,  nor  the  churches 
of  Christ  have  the  custom  of  contending  that  a  man 
may  pray  to  God  publicly  with  his  head  covered,  nor  a 
woman  with  her  head  uw  overed. 

It  is  evident  that  some  in  the  church  of  Corinth 
observed  the  ordinances  as  delivered  by  Paul,  and 
this  part  of  the  church  he  could  praise.  Verse  2. 
It  is  further  evident  that  some  did  not  observe  the 
ordinance  concerning  the  manner  of  public  prayer, 
and  of  observing  the  Lord's  Supper.  These  here- 
sies (verse  1 8 ),  called  forth  the  instructions  in 
this  chapter. 

DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  The  church  at  Corinth  was  out  of  order  in  re- 
gard to  the  prayer-covering  and  the  manner  of  eat- 
ing the  Lord's  Supper. 

2.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  Jewish  women  and 
those  of  nearly  all  oriental  nations  to  wear  a  veil, 
kotal-alupto,  in  token  of  woman's  subjection  to  man. 

3.  The  work  and  religion  of  Christ  restores  wom- 
an again  to  the  position  she  occupied  before  the 
fall,  and  leaves  her  in  her  original  relation  to  man. 

4.  She  has  further  a  power  delegated  to  her  to 
pray  or  prophesy  in  public  on  condition  that  she 
has  a  sign  of  authority  on  her  head,  —  exousian 
echein  epi  tes  kephales. 

5.  The  woman's  hair  was  given  her  for  her  glory, 
something  thrown  around,  peribolaion,  but  never  as 
a  sign  of  authority. 

6.  The  three  words  translated  "cover,"  "power" 
and  "covering"  in  verses  six,  ten  and  fifteen   are 

correspond  to  Paul's  three  arguments  in  favor  of  a 
woman  having  a  proper  covering   on  her   head   in 
time  of  public  prayer  or  prophesying. 
McPherson,  /Cans. 


OUT— IN.— Deut.  6:  33. 


QUIi 


The  story  of  the  bondage  of  the  children  of 
Israel  is  a  story  of  pain  and  sorrow,  of  weary 
toil  and  unrewarded  effort,  of  hopeless,  fruit- 
less endeavor  for  rigorous,  unsatisfied  masters.  In- 
to this  life  God  sent  His  Word  and  a  leader  to 
summon  them  to  a  land  of  rest  and  plenty. 
The  Father  had  not  forgotten  His  chosen  ones, 
and  from  a  life  of  suffering  called  them  to  gladness 
and  peace  and  rest.  Leaving  their  bondage  be- 
hind them,  they  went  forth,  but  on  the  way 
they  murmured  of  the  hardness  and  roughness  of 
the  path,  of  imagined  dangers,  and,  forgetting  the 
suffering  through  which  they  had  passed,  remem- 
bered only  the  few  pleasures,  and  in  memory 
magnified  them.  Their  needs  were  supplied,  their 
wishes  were  granted  and  from  the  Father's  store- 
house, blessings  were  showered  all  about  them. 
Again  and  again  they  forgot  and  wandered  away 
from    the    Light   into   the    darkness.    Still    God's 
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mercy  followed  them  and,  long  afterward,  when 
they  asked,  "  What  shall  we  tell  our  children  of 
these  signs  and  ordinances?  "—among  the  words 
given  them  were  these:  "And  he  brought  us  out 
from  thence  that  He  might  bring  us  in." 

Out  of  Egypt— into  Canaan;  out  of  bondage— in- 
to liberty;  out  of  pain— into  rest;  out  of  want— 
into  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.  All 
this  was  in  the  Father's  heart  to  give  them,  had 
they  followed  without  question  or  murmur.  To 
enter  into  Canaan  meant  to  go  from  Egypt,— 
the  "flesh  pots  of  Egypt."  The  "  milk  and  honey 
of  Canaan "  could  not  be  enjoyed  at  the  same 
time.  He  who  reads  this  story  to-day  judges 
harshly  the  faithlessness  and  forgetfulness  of  the 
people,  for  whom  such  great  things  had  been 
done  and  such  mighty  wonders  had  been  wrought. 
Why  could  they  not  have  trusted  and  obeyed  and 
have  been  led  directly  into  the  "goodly  land?" 
But  the  way  o.ut  of  Egypt,  through  their  own 
disobedience,  meant  to  them  the  long  wilderness 
journey,  and  how  few  of  them  all  endured  to  the 
end   and   entered   into  the   rest  of   Canaan? 

In  the  light  of  this  after-time,— are  men  any  wis- 
er to-day?  A  slavery  more  severe,  a  bondage 
more  rigorous,  a  thralldom  more  lasting  holds 
men  everywhere.  The  more  severe  the  service  of 
sin— for  this  it  is  which  holds  such  mighty,  uni- 
versal sway,— the  more  eager  and  earnest  the 
following,— a  sad  lesson  of  its  power.  He  who  fol 
lows  the  wine-cup,  he  who  defiles  the  purity  of  the 
temple— of  the  indwelling  spirit,  with  the  loul 
weed,  he  who  lends  his  b  dy,  given  pure  from 
the  hand  of  its  Creator,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  evil  in  any  of  its  subtle  forms, — these 
"serfs  "  of  sin  are  manifest  everywhere.  Bui  these 
are  not  all  who  are  in  the  power  of  the  king 
of  evil.  He  who  allows  even  the  remotest  recess 
of  his  heart  to  be  tenanted  by  impure  thoughts,  by 
evil  desires  though  he  be  outwardly  pure  is  a 
"  servant  of  sin." 

From  this  service  of  sin  whose  "  wages  is  death, 
men  are  called  to  accept  the  gift  of  life.  He  who 
"  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him 
might  have  everlasting  life,"  and  the  Son  who  gave 
His  life  that  man  "might  have  life  and  have  it 
more  abundantly."  and  the  Spirit  through  whose 
power  the  life  may  be  received, — all  stand  pleading, 
"Come  and  ye  shall  find  rest."  With  open 
hands  and  heart  of  loving  welcome,  the  church  of 
God— His  home  in  the  world— bids  weary  ones 
to  enter  and  find  peace.  He  who  will  may  come 
and  find  a  home,  comfort  and  plenty,  and  for  the 
worn  and  tattered  garments  of  sin  may  receive 
the  robe  of  righteousness. 

"  Out" — "in" — ah,  what  do  they  not  mean  to  him 
who  has  been  rescued  and  saved— who  has  ac- 
cepted the  gift  of  life  eternal?  Out  of  darkness — 
into  light;  out  of  sin — into  righteousness;  out 
of  the  world — into  the  church:  out  of  pain — into 
peace;  out  of  toil — into  rest;  out  of  sorrow — into 
joy;  out  of  self — into  Christ;  out  of  death — un- 
to life.  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to 
the  waters."  "  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  say, 
Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  waters  of  life 
freely."  "  Blessed  are  they  that  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  for  they  shall  be  filled." 

Do  not  many  who  obey  the  "  Come  "  and  take 
the  step  out  of  sin,  linger  too  long  in  the  wilder- 
ness way?  The  Father's  children  may  live  in  a 
Canaan  of  rest  and  peace  and  joy  if  they  will.  The 
earthly  Canaan  is  an  earnest  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan;  its  joys  are  a  foretaste  of  those  that  shall 
be  everlasting.  He  whose  life  here  contains  most 
of  these  joys  is  best  fitted  to  enjoy  the  life  "  pre- 
pared from  the  foundation  of  the  world  for 
those  who  love  Him."  To  such  a  one  death  is  not 
the  exit  from  life  but  the  entrance  into  life. 


Pet  sins  like  pet  tigers,  when  young,  have  a 
strange  fascination  for  us,  but  though  their  growth 
is  scarcely  perceptible,  they  ultimately  become  so 
large  and  strong  if  not  killed  at  the  beginning,  that 
they  swallow  up  the  whole  man. 
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"  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin; 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."  2 
Cor.  5:2.. 

HOW  THE  CHILD  OF  GOD  RETAINS  ABSOLUTE  ASSUR- 
ANCE THAT  HE  STANDS  RIGHTEOUS  AND 
HOLY,  THOUGH  WEAK. 

Since  we  are  made' holy  by  the  blood  of  Jesus, 
and  not  by  our  good  works,  we  will  be  kept  holy, 
not  by  our  works,  but  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 

The  blood  of  Jesus  is  applied  by  faith,  at  the 
point  where  the  sinner  submits  in  true  penitence  to 
Christ  in  baptism.  "  By  the  righteousness  of  one 
the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of 
life."     Rom.  5:  18. 

The  righteousness  of  Jesus  brings  the  free  gift  to 
all  men,  but  not  all  men  accept  the  gift.  Every 
man  who  accepts  it  becomes  holy  by  Christ's  im- 
puted righteousness,  and  may  remain  so.  "  For  as 
by  one  man's  disobedience  many  were  made  sin- 
ners, so  by  the  obedience  of  one  shall  many  be 
made  righteous."     Rom.  5:  19. 

It  is  evident  that  none  can  be  made  righteous  by 
their  own  obedience,  because  of  imperfection  and 
failure.  Righteousness  can  be  obtained  alone  by 
Christ's  obedience.  The  sinner  applies  Christ's 
obedience  by  faith,  repentance  and  baptism. 
When  a  man  is  made  holy  by  Christ's  obedience  he 
will  be  as  holy,  as  pure,  as  perfect  as  Christ's  obe- 
dience will  make  him. 

The  Christian,  made  holy  by  Christ's  obedience, 
remains  holy  by  his  own  obedience,  or  by  some 
one  ELSE'S  obedience.  If  he  had  to  remain  holy 
by  his  own  obedience,  his  holiness  would  be  rela- 
tive and  not  absolute.  If  he  had  to  remain  right- 
eous by  his  own  obedience  he  could  not  remain  in  a 
justified,  sanctified  state, — he  could  not  remain 
holy,  pure,  perfect  and  righteous,  for  he  would  be 
without  a  perfect  substitute. 

The  Christian  remains  holy  by  CHRIST'S  OBE- 
DIENCE, and  not  by  his  own.  His  own  obedi- 
ence has  no  part  in  making  his  holiness,  his  purity, 
his  righteousness,  else  he  stands  condemned.  It  is 
the  obedience  of  Christ  that  keeps  the  Christian 
holy,  hence  he  is  kept  as  holy,  as  righteous,  as 
pure,  as  perfect,  as  Christ's  obedience  will  keep 
him.  How  can  the  Christian  fear,  when  clothed  in 
Christ's  complete  righteousness? 

The  sinner  applied  Christ's  righteousness  by 
faith,  repentance,  and  baptism.  How  will  the 
Christian  keep  it  applied?  Some  one  answers,  By 
obeying  Christ.  Reader,  do  you  obey  Christ?  Do 
you  obey  him  literally?  Do  you?  You  say  I  try 
to  obey.  You  would  be  a  hypocrite  if  you  did  not 
earnestly  try  to  do  so.  Your  very  answer  implies 
that  you  do  not  obey  Christ.  If  a  man  would  obey 
Christ  he  would  stand  perfect  in  works.  The  an- 
swer, then,  is  too  strong, — we  could  not  keep 
Christ's  obedience  applied  in  that  way. 

We  ask  again,  How  can  the  Christian  keep 
Christ's  obedience  applied?  Can  the  man  who 
wilfully  refuses  to  do  what  Christ  commands  him 
to  do,  or  what  Christ  says  he  ought  to  do,  keep 
Christ's  obedience  applied?  You  answer,  He  can- 
not. Can  the  man  who  willfully  does  what  Christ 
says  he  ought  not  to  do,  keep  Christ's  obedience  ap- 
plied?    Your  answer  is  again  clear,—"  he  cannot." 

Then  every  Christian  keeps  Christ's  obedience 
applied  by  a  complete  submission  of  his  will  to  the 
will  of  the  Lord.  Every  man  knows  whether  he 
can  trustingly  submit  his  whole  will  to  the  will  of 
the  Lord  or  not.  If  a  man  cannot  do  this,  he  can- 
not be  happy;  he  cannot  taste  the  sweetness  of  full 
salvation.  If  a  person  cannot  do  this  he  is  not 
saved,  he  is  not  holy,  he  is  not  consecrated. 

A  man's  religion  is  a  religion  of  mere  form  of 
empty  shadows,  if  he  cannot  wholly  say,  "  Lord, 
not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done." 

The  Christian  fails  in  weakness  but  his  sin  is  not 
imputed;  Christ  bears  it  and  he  goes  free. 


The  child  of  God  fails  in  ignorance,  but  the  sin 
falls  upon  the  blessed  Jesus,  and  the  child  goes 
free.  "  Blessed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  will 
not  impute  sin."  Rom.  4:  8.  This  is  God's  own 
child  who  is  walking  by  faith  and  not  by  sight. 

"What  then?  Shall  we  sin,  because  we  are  not 
under  the  law,  but  under  grace?  God  forbid." 
Rom.  6:  15.  If  a  man  is  under  the  law  and  sins,  the 
sin  falls  upon  him  and  he  must  bear  it,  but  if  he  is 
under  grace  and  sins,  the  sin  falls  upon  Jesus  and 
he  bears  it  for  him. 

Since  we  are  not  under  the  law  but  under  grace 
shall  we  heap  sin  upon  our  dear  Savior?  Every  fj. 
ber  of  our  being  cries  out,  "  No."  Our  new-born 
nature  hates  sin,  and  we  will  not  s:n  unless  over- 
come by  the  power  of  weakness   or  through  ignor- 

Christ  bearing  our  sins  of  weakness  and  of  ignor- 
ance gives  us  time  and  opportunity  to  repent  of 
them  and  thus  grow  out  of  them.  Sins  of  weak- 
ness, unrepented  of,  will  finally  produce  the  terrible 
result  of  crucifying  Jesus  afresh  and  of  putting  him 
to  an  open  shame. 

May  we  fully  realize  that  when  we  sin,  though  in 
weakness,  and  Jesus  bears  the  sin,  we  must  re- 
pent of  it,  in  all  the  bitterness  of  our  souls,  if  we 
would  grow  up  into  the  image  of  Jesus.  The  way  of 
holiness  has  no  place  on  it  for  the  careless  or  the 
indifferent.  God's  children  should  be  up  and  do- 
ing while  it  is  day.  They  "  are  his  workmanship, 
created  in  Christ  Jesus  unto  good  works,  which 
God  hath  before  ordained  that  we  (they)  should 
walk  in  them."  Eph.  2:  10.  They  walk  in  good 
works,  but  do  not  depend  upon  them.  They  have 
no  fear,  for  Christ  is  their  righteousness.  They 
love  God  and  he  loves  them.  "  God  is  love;  and 
he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God 
in  him.  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we 
may  have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment:  because 
as  he  is,  so  are  we  in  this  world.  There  is  no  fear 
in  love;  but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear:  because 
fear  hath  torment.  He  that  feareth  is  not  made 
perfect  in  love."     1  John  4:  16-18. 

Sins  of  weakness  and  of  ignorance  do  not  fill 
with  fear  and  dread,  but  with  bitter  sorrow  becai.se 
of  our  weakness. 

We  realize  that  Christ  bears  our  sins,  and  though 
they  fill  us  with  sorrow,  they  only  draw  us  closer  to 
Jesus.  They  make  us  think  less  of  self  and  more 
of  Christ.  If  we  glory  let  us  glory  in  our  weakness, 
for  when  we  are  weak  then  we  are  strong,  but  if  we 
feel  that  we  are  strong  then  we  are  indeed  weak. 

Bridgewatert  Va. 

THE  END. 


SYSTEMATIC  SCRIPTURE  STUDY. 

BY  J.  D.  HAUGHTELIN. 

"  Search  the  Scriptures." — John  5:  3a.  "  Study  to  show  thy- 
self approved  unto  God." — 2  Tim.  2:  15. 

Paul  commends  Timothy  because  from  a  child  he 
had  known  the  Holy  Scriptures,  "which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation."  2  Tim.  3-  J5' 
Peter  also  says,  "  Being  born  again  ....  by  the 
Word  of  God."  I  Pet.  1:  23.  These  Scriptural 
facts  suggest  the  importance  of  Scriptural  study. 

The  topic  method  is  the  most  efficient  and  prac- 
tical. To  illustrate;  you  desire  and  expect  your 
preacher  to  "  stick  to  his  text."  If  his  theme  is 
"patience"  it  would  not  be  edifying  to  include  and 
ramble  over  all  the  territory  of  the  other  Christian 
graces. 

While  many  good-meaning  and  zealous  people 
read  the  Sacred  Volume  through  in  rotation,  time 
after  time,  with  great  veneration,  and  profit,  too,  it 
is  manifest  that  they  would  be  much  more  edified 
if  the  same  time  and  labor  were  devoted  to  system- 
atic stttdy  of  God's  Word. 

An  old  proverb  says,  "  In  union  there  is 
strength."     Another,    "  United    we    stand."    This 


same    principle 


nplied 


ny   times   in 


Holy 


Writ.  Our  Savior  prayed  for  his  disciples  "that 
they  may  be  one  as  we  are."  John  17:  1 1 ;  21,  22,  ~y 
The  apostles  taught  the  same  thing:  "  Let  us  walk 
by  the  same  rule,  let  us  mind  the  same  thing. 
Philpp,  3;  16. 


March  28,  1896. 

The  International  Sunday  school  lessons,  as  pre- 
sented in  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies,  afford  the  best 
means  for  us  to  "  walk  by  the  same  rule "  and 
fflind  the  same  thing,"  in  systematic  Scriptural 
study. 

If  all  our  great  Brotherhood  were  to  use  the 
Quarterlies  and  study  the  Word  of  God  systemati- 
cally by  topics  as  therein  presented,  each  morn- 
ing reading  in  the  family  circle  the  short  lesson  in- 
dicated for  each  day,  we  would  "  walk  by  the  same 
rule,"  and  "  mind  the  same  thing."  The  Psalmist 
says  of  the  righteous  man  that  "  his  delight  is  in 
the  law  of  the  Lord;  and  in  his  law  doth  he  medi- 
tate day  and  night."     Ps.  1:  2. 

We  meditate  on  what  we  read.  When  we  read 
—even  fiction, — and  know  it  to  be  such,  we  can't 
help  but  let  our  mind  run  on  it,— meditate  on  it.  If 
we  would  all  read  the  same  lesson  each  morning 
and  then  make  a  special  effort  to  "think  on  these 
things,"  it  would  greatly  aid  us  to  "  be  of  the  same 
mind,"  and  "  all  speak  the  same  thing." 

To  illustrate,  beginning  with  the  year,  notice  the 
gradual  advancement  and  elevation  in  the  topics, 
and  study:  "  The  Forerunner,"  "  The  Boy  Jesus," 
"  Ministry  of  John,"  "  Early  Ministry  of  Jesus," 
"  Power  of  Jesus." 

This  fifth  week  we  have  advanced  from  the 
'■  Forerunner,"  till  "  The  Power  of  Jesus,"  is  brought 
before  us.  Now  let  us  take  up  this  week's  study 
day  by  day.  Notice  "  The  Power  of  Jesus  "  raises  us 
a  step  higher  every  day.  Our  lesson  will  run  as  fol- 
lows: 

Monday— We  learn  how  Jesus  heals  a  man  " taken  with  a 
patsy."    The  people  say,  "  We  have  seen  strange  things  to- 

Tuesday.— He  casts  a  legion  of  devils  out  of  one  man.  "  And 
all  men  did  marvel." 

Wednesday. — Ten  lepers  are  cleansed,  and  only  one  "  re- 
turned to  give  glory  to  God,"  though  ten  bad  been  blest  as 
never  man  was  before. 

Thursday. — He  cures  a  man  that  had  been  almost  helpless 
for  thirty-eight  years.     (The  Jews  sought  to  slay  Jesus.) 

Friday.— He  gives  sight  to  a  man  born  blind.  "And  he 
worshiped  him,"  but  the  Jews  said,  "  We  know  that  this  man 
11^  cyiner."  "  And  they  cast  him  (the  cured  man)  out." 
y  Saturday. — He  raised  Lazarus,  who  had  been  dead  for  four 
days.  Then  his  enemies  called  "  a  council  and  said,  What  do 
we?  for  this  man  doth  many  miracles."  "  Then  from  that  day 
forth  they  took  counsel  together  for  to  put  him  to  death." 

Sunday. — This  morning's  lesson  shows  the  most  wonderful 
display  of  the  "  Power  of  Jesus  "  of  the  whole  week's  study,  by 
the  conversion  of  "  Sanl  yet  breathing  out  threatenings  and 
slaughter  against  the  disciples  of  the  Lord."  Acts  o:  I.  The 
"  Power  of  Jesus  "  fell  on  him,  "  And  he  was  three  days  with- 
out  sight,  and  neither  did  eat  nor  drink."  Verse  0.  "And 
Ananias  went  his  way  and  entered  into  the  house;  and  putting 
his  hands  on  him,  said,  "  Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus, 
that  appeared  unto  thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath  sent  me, 
that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight,  and  be  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost."  Verse  17.  "And  straightway  he  preached  Christ  in 
the  synagogue,  that  he  is  the  Son  of  God."  Verse  20.  "  Prov- 
ing that  this  is  very  Christ."  Verse  22.  But  "the  Jews  took 
counsel  to  kill  him."  Verse  23.  And  he  "disputed  against 
the  Grecians,  but  they  went  about  to  slay  him."  Verse  2g, 
"  Then  had  the  churches  rest."    Verse  31. 

Thank  God,  that  same  "  Power  of  Jesus"  is  able 
also  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto 
God  by  him."     Heb.  7:  25. 

By  devoting  a  few  minutes  each  morning  to  sys- 
tematic topic  study  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  family 
circle,  we  will  plant  seed  of  which  the  fruits  will  be 
seen  in  eternity.  Every  man  and  woman  in  the 
land  remembers  the  Bible  stories  he  learned  at 
mother's  knee.  Get  the  "  Brethren's  Quarterly''  and 
st"dy  it,  and  teach  it  to  your  children  even  if  you 
a°  not  have  the  benefit  of  Sunday  school  and 
Preaching.  Some  places  where  our  brethren  are 
isolated  or  without  a  resident  minister  they  have 
social  meetings.  The  Quarterlies  would  be  great 
helps  in  systematic  Scripture  study  at  such  gather- 
ings. 

Panora,  Iowa. 
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NAPOLEON'S  TOMB  AT  PARIS. 

A  little  while  ago,  says  a  gifted  writer  in  the 
Humane  Journal,  I  stood  by  the  grave  of  the  old 
Napoleon— a  magnificent  tomb  of  gilt  arid  gold,  lit 
a'most  for  a  deity  dead— and  gazed  upon  the  sar- 
C0Phagus  of  rare  and  nameless  marble,  where  rest 
at  'ast  the  ashes  of  that  restless  man.  I  leaned  ov- 
er  the  balustrade  and  thought  about  the  career  of 


the  greatest  soldier  of  the  modern  world.  I  saw 
htm  walking  upon  the  banks  of  the  Seine  contem- 
plating suicide.  I  saw  him  at  Toulon  I  saw  him 
putting  down  the  mob  in  the  streets  of  Paris  I 
saw  him  at  the  head  of  the  army  in  Italy.  I  saw 
htm  crossing  the  bridge  at  Lodi  with  the  tricolor  in 
his  hand.  I  saw  him  in  Egypt  in  the  shadows  of 
the  pyramids.  I  saw  him  conquer  the  Alps  and 
mingle  the  eagles  of  France  with  the  eagles  of  the 
crags.  I  saw  him  at  Marengo,  at  Ulm,  and  at  Aus- 
terlitz.  I  saw  him  in  Russia  when  the  infantry  of 
the  snow  and  the  cavalry  of  the  wild  blast  scattered 
his  legions  like  winter's  withered  leaves.  I  saw  him 
at  Leipsic  in  defeat  and  disaster— driven  by  a  mil- 
lion bayonets  back  upon  Paris— clutched  like  a  wild 
beast— banished  to  Elba.  I  saw  him  escape  and  re- 
take an  empire  by  the  force  of  his  genius.  I  saw 
him  upon  the  frightful  field  of  Waterloo,  where 
chance  and  fate  combined  to  wreck  the  fortunes  of 
their  former  king.  And  I  saw  him  at  St.  Helena, 
with  his  hands  crossed  behind  him,  gazing  out  up- 
on the  sad  and  solemn  sea. 

I  thought  of  the  orphans  and  widows  he  had 
made — of  the  tears  that  had  been  shed  for  his  glory, 
and  of  the  only  woman  who  ever  loved  him,  pushed 
from  his  heart  by  the  cold  hand  of  ambition.  And 
I  said  I  would  rather  have  been  a  French  peasant 
and  worn  wooden  shoes.  I  would  rather  have  lived 
in  a  hut  with  a  vine  growing  over  the  door,  and  the 
grapes  growing  purple  in  the  amorous  kiss  of  the 
autumn  sun.  I  would  rather  have  been  that  poor 
peasant,  with  my  loving  wife  by  my  side,  knitting, 
as  the  day  died  out  of  the  sky— with  my  children 
upon  my  knees  and  their  arms  about  me.  I  would 
rather  have  been  that  man  and  gone  down  to  the 
tongueless  silence  of  the  dreamless  dust  than  to 
have  been  Napoleon  the  Great. 
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LESSON  LIQHT  FLASHES. 


Warning  Against  Sin Luke  13: 


(Ui 


1  for  April  s,  ,806.) 


The  Master  and  his  chosen  ones,  for  the  last 
time  had  given  the  parting  hand  to  the  friendly 
dwellers  around  the  inviting  shores  of  the  sweet 
Galilee.  As  they  coursed  their  way  down  over  the 
hills  and  through  the  valleys  the  Christ  had  time 
not  only  to  enforce  the  lessons  already  taught  in 
the  presence  of  his  disciples,  but,  also,  to  teach 
new  ones  to  crowds  that  would  gather  around  them 
at  every  stopping  place.  While  alnvst  every  hill 
in  this  country  was  then  capped  with  a  town  or 
city,  the  springs  and  fountains,  that  gushed  out 
from  beneath  the  great  rocks  at  the  bottom,  formed 
inviting  places  for  the  people  to  congregate,  to 
hear  the  words  of  the  passing  stranger  and  get  the 
latest  news. 

These  towns-people,  seemingly,  always  had  time 
to  turn  out  and  congregate.  On  the  shortes' 
notice,  large  assemblies  were  brought  together,  as 
we  have  it  evidenced  in  the  case  of  the  Samaritan 
woman.  At  all  these  meetings  these  disciples  had 
been  careful  observers,  and  to  all  the  teachings,  in- 
terested listeners. 

THE  EFFECT  AND  OUERY. 

They  were  passing  southward,  from  the  village  of 
Galilee,  towards  Jerusalem,  and  as  these  disciples 
witnessed,  from  day  to  day,  the  congregated  assem- 
blies, and  heard  the  gracious  words  of  truth  spoken 
to  them,— the  words  of  true  living,  for  their  uplift- 
ing and  salvation,  and  noted  the  effects  produced, 
do  you  wonder  that  they  were  made  to  do  some 
serious  thinking,  and  that  inquiries  would  arise  as 
to  what  the  outcome  would  be?  Have  we  not  all 
passed  through  the  same  experiences?  Just  before 
this,  they  had  witnessed  the  healing  of  the  woman 
of  the  eighteen  years'  infirmity,  and  heard  the  two 
very  significant  parables  of  the  "  mustard  seed  " 
and  "the  leaven."  And  what  effect  did  these 
things  have  on  the  minds,  hearts,  and  lives  of  this 
people?  Scarcely  a  ripple  of  thought  about  any- 
thing beyond  the  personal  and  physical  good  that 


it  promised  and  brought  to  them.     "  Then  said  one 
unto  him,  Lord,  are  there  few  that  be  saved?  " 

Some  talk  about  this  grave  question  coming  out 
of  idle  curiosity.  Why  not  soul-earnest,  deep 
down?  Have  you  ever  sat  under  a  soul-stirring 
ministry  until  great  teardrops  would  chase  each 
other  down  your  cheeks,  and  you  could  almost  see 
the  truth-Hashes  from  the  Word  strike  the  souls  of 
the  unsaved,  and  then  behold  them  as  unmoved 
and  unconcerned  as  though  they  had  no  soul  to 
save?  Did  the  thought  not  come  to  you,  "  Lord, 
are  there  few  that  be  saved?"  As  they  walked 
with  his  blessed  life,  heard  his  gracious  words,  and 
believed  in  his  great  mission,  and  then  saw  how  lit- 
tle, apparently,  was  being  accomplished,  it  was  the 
most  natural  thing  in  the  world  that  this  inquiry 
should  be  raised.  And  while  the  thought  may 
have  come  to  them  with  some  force,  in  reference  to 
their  own  personal  conditions,  it  seems  to  us  that  it 
must  have  come  with  double  force  with  reference 
to  their  relation  to  him,  his  purpose,  and  what  they 
were  expected  to  do. 

THE   ANSWER. 

The  answer,  though  not,  perhaps,  direct,  is  suffi- 
ciently full  and  complete  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to 
its  meaning,  on  the  mind  of  the  querist.  And 
while  it  seems  to  strike  back  on  the  querist,  an  af- 
firmation is  so  manifestly  implied  that  no  one  can 
fail  to  understand  it.  Indeed,  the  answer  is  impres- 
sive and  wonderfully  strong:  "  Strive  to  enter  in  at 
the  strait  gate:  for  many,  I  say  unto  you,  shall  seek 
to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able." 

Here,  the  way  to  eternal  life,  and  the  way  to  ruin 
are  placed  before  us  in  comparison.  As  the  small, 
1  ttle  gate  is  to  the  large,  wide  gate,  with  reference 
to  a  difficult  passage,  so  it  is  in  entering  the  small 
way  that  leads  to  life,  in  comparison  to  entering  the 
wide  way  that  leads  to  ruin  and  eternal  death. 

In  entering  walled  cities  in  the  East,  or  Bible 
Lands,  there  are  always  two  gates.  First,  is  the 
large  one,  wide  enough  and  high  enough  to  admit 
the  crowd  with  the  donkeys,  camels,  and  their  bur- 
dens, and  the  chariots.  The  admission  through 
this  gate,  when  open,  is  comparatively  easy,  "  and 
rnatiy  go  in  thereat."  The  second  gate  is  only  a 
small  one,  only  large  enough  to  admit  one  at  a 
time.  This  small  gate  is  in  the  large  one  or  at  the 
side  of  it,  and  is  opened  only  when  the  large  one  is 
closed,  and  then,  by  knocking.  These  two  gates 
were  evidently  in  the  mind  of  Christ  in  the  answer 
given.  And  when  we  look  at  the  two,  and  see  the 
crowd  rushing  through  the  large  gate,  and  the  few, 
single  file,  passing  through  the  small  one,  the  an- 
swer to  the  question,  "Arc  there  few?"  becomes 
very  evident,  and  the  lesson  plain.  If  the  few,  in- 
stead of  the  many,  will  be  saved,  the  fault  is  not 
with  God  or  the  plan  of  salvation  given,  but  because 
men  and  women  are  not  willing  to  make  the  effort. 
They  will  not  "  strive  to  enter."  "  Strive,"  as  here 
used,  is  from  the  Greek  agonizestke,  which  means  to 
agonize, — exert  every  power  of  the  body  and  soul, 
—to  be  saved.  We  are  to  love  the  Lord  with  all 
the  heart  soul,  strength  and  mind.  It  is  to  be  a 
full,  a  complete  service,  and  because  many  will  not 
do  this,  "  1  hey  shall  not  be  able." 

Another  reason  why  many  shall  not  be  able  is 
plainly  inferred  from  the  twenty-fifth  verse.  They 
will  persist  in  putting  off  their  entering  in  until  the 
gate,  to  them,  is  closed.  Then  it  is  they  will 
"  stand  without  and  knock  at  the  door,  saying, 
Lord,  Lord,  open  to  us."  The  gate,  though  small 
it  be,  is  large  enough  and  open  long  enough  to  save 
the  whole  world,— to  save  all,  if  we  respond  while 
the  Spirit  yet  calls  and  the  Bride  says,  "  Come." 

To  those  of  us  who  have  responded,  the  teaching 
is,  ( I )  see  to  ourselves,  that  we  are  striving  to  enter, 
and,  (2)  as  we  see  the  danger,  and  the  many  who 
are  heedless  and  unconcerned,  we  ought  to  make 
the  greater  exertion  on  our  part,  to  save  others. 

As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Christ,  so  it  is  to-day. 
Only  the  few  have  their  hearts  set  upon  the  Lord's 
k  and  are  laboring  for  the  bettering  of  the 
world,  while  the  many  are  reveling  in  the  pleasures 
of  sin,  and  can  be  rescued  only  by  the  striving  of 
those  who  have  felt  the  power  of  pardoning  love. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

JFIRBT   YEAR, 

i.  "Crlsisof  Missions,"  cloth,  S1.04:  paper 34  ccn 

a.  "Lite  of  A.  Judson."  cloth,  17  cents;  paper IS  cen 

4.  "  Non-Such  Professor,"  cloth 83  cen 

8EVOXD    YEAR. 

5.  "Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth,  84  cents;  paper 34  cen 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper IS  cen' 

7.  "  Cannibals  ol  Hew  Guinea."  cloth 7°  cen1 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching"  cloth 65  ceu 

TlliRD    YEAR. 
q.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth .  .  .  .  |i 

10.  "Lllcol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth 7o  cent 

11.  "  Do  Not  Say."  and  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  ch.  ij-aS 10  ceni 

u.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  ceni 

0T~l'rlces,  as  given  above,  are  for  members  ol  Reading  Circle  onl 
Ail  others  pny  regular  retail  price. 

Executive  Committee  of  Reading  Circle.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsi 
India;  11.  M.  Barwick,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Wayne 
boro,  Fa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Nell,  Fruitdale.  Al 

Officers  OF  Reading  Circle. -President,  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar,  Int 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  Srcretnry.  Edith  R.  Nc 
comer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,— to  whom 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  ordc 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co..  Mount  Mo 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 


— Since  studying  and  teaching  again  the  lesson 
of  the  good  Samaritan,  I  have  been  much  impressed 
with  the  act  of  the  Samaritan  in  going  where  the 
unfortunate  man  was.  Jesus  says,  he  "  came  where 
he  was."  Oh  that  we  had  more  such  Samaritans 
who  are  willing  to  go  where  the  suffering  and  needy 
are!  It  is  easy  to  pass  by  on  the  other  side.  The 
Levite  was  better  than  the  priest  in  that  he  "came 
and  looked  on  him,"  and  yet  he  was  worse  in  that 
he  had  the  heart  tn  turn  away  after  seeing  his  con- 
dition. We  not  only  have  many  priests  to-day,  but 
many  Levites  as  well.  We  learn  the  needs  of  the 
poor  and  suffering,  we  consider  the  propriety  of  es- 
tablishing Mission  Homes,  Old  Folks'  Homes,  Hos- 
pitals; we  look  at  the  matter,  sec  the  need  of  more 
work;  we  plan  (?)  and  speculate  and  finally  we  pass 
by  on  the  other  side.  However,  some  of  these 
homes  have  been  established  and  we  thank  God  for 
the  Samaritan  spirit  already  at  work.  The  Orphans' 
Home  in  which  I  myself  had  the  privilege  of  work- 
ing some  time,  was  founded  in  the  act  of  a  good 
Samaritan  going  where  the  sick  little  girl,  filthy, 
and  barely  covered  with  an  old  blanket,  lay  on  a 
straw  bed,  on  the  floor,  in  the  corner  of  the  room. 
This  Home  is  now  supporting  twenty  or  more  chil- 
dren constantly,  and  has  clothed  and  sheltered 
scores  of  homeless  ones.  There  was  another  inci- 
dent in  which  the  good  Samaritan  "  came  where  he 
was,"  this  time  rescuing  two  dear  little  innocent 
children  that  had  been  put  into  prison  with  their 
criminal  mother.  Again  the  good  Samaritan  "  came 
where  he  was  "  and  took  from  the  County  Alms- 
house, a  place  unfit  for  innocent  childhood,  a  little 
brother  and  sister  and  placed  them  in  the  Home. 
Would  that  it  might  be  said  of  you  and  me,  "  He 
came  where  he  was." 

— There  is  another  part  of  the  work,  however, 
that  you,  who  never  go  the  Jericho  road,  may  do. 
You  can  send  the  oil  and  the  wine,  the  bandages 
and  the  pence.  You  can  send  the  soldiers  to  meet 
the  enemy,  although  you  remain  "  keepers  of  the 
stuff."  And  some  of  us  may  be  the  inn-keepers,  to 
whom  the  charge  comes,  "  Take  care  of  him,  and 
whatsoever  thou  spendent  more,  when  I  come 
again,  I  will  repay  thee."  Precious  promise  to  all 
faithful  almoners  of  God's  blessings!  "I  will  re- 
pay thee."  Yes,  God  will  keep  the  accounts  and  he 
has  promised  to  reward  every  act  of  kindness  to  his 
"  little  ones." 

— It  has  been  our  privilege,  during  the  past  week, 
to  make  daily  visits  to  the  home  of  an  old  lady 
who  has  been  sick.  A  good  Samaritan  went  where 
she  was  and  told  us  about  her.  She  is  a  Norwegi- 
an woman,  and  although  very,  very  poor,  she  seems 
a  woman  of  piety,  and  bears  the  marks  of  fairly 
cleanly  habits, — a  most  desirable  condition  to   find 


on  our  visits.  She  says,  "  It  is  my  way,  when  well, 
to  be  awful  clean."  Her  husband  is  industrious, 
but  the  past  winter  has  been  one  of  "  hard  times  ' 
to  them,  because  of  scarcity  of  work.  The  old 
lady  says,  "  He  was  happy  to  get  something  to  eat, 
but  he  could  not  make  the  rent;  he  likes  better 
when  he  can  work  all  the  time.  They  generally 
give  him  bread,  that's  just  what  he  gets."  What 
real  submissiveness  in  the  heart  of  that  helpless 
woman,  with  barely  the  sustenance  of  the  body! 
She  felt  that  her  husband  was  making  earnest  ef- 
forts to  get  work,  going  from  house  to  house  for  Ut- 
ile jobs,  such  as  carrying  coal,  emptying  ashes,  and 
cutting  kindling-  She  says,  "  I  can  be  happy  with 
a  crust  of  bread  and  water,  but  there  comes  all  the 
time  something  more.  My  husband  carries  ashes 
every  Saturday  for  a  lady  who  gives  him  each  time 
some  suet,  a  soup-bone,  and  twenty-five  cents. 
Another  lady  gives  him  a  bit  of  coffee,  a  bit  of  tea, 
and  five  cents  for  a  soup-bone."  "  He  all  the  time 
good  to  work  to  get  something  to  eat." 

In  speaking  to  her  of  living  closer  to  Jesus,  she 
said,  "  You  must  learn  mc.  That's  something  I 
need  to  learn  more  and  more."  Quoting  to  her 
some  of  Jesus'  teachings,  she  remarked,  "  When 
you  put  me  in  remembrance,  then  I  see  it  myself 
in  my  Bible.  I  believe  it  is  the  best  way  because  I 
read  it.  I  read  it  just  the  same  way  in  my  Bible." 
We  have  been  much  impressed  with  her  child-like 
faith,  and  we  wait  trustingly  for  the  time  when  she 
will  be  able  and  willing  to  verify  her  own  words,  "  I 
will  do  anything  that  will  bring  me  closer  to  God." 
Nei  her  of  these  old  people  hold  to  any  church. 
They  make  frequent  requests  for  Scripture  reading, 
and  our  daily  parting  blessing  to  her  is  generally  a 
prayer  by  her  bedside,  offered  in  response  to  her 
personal  desires.  Sometimes  she  concludes  with  a 
short  prayer  in  the  Norwegian  language.  She  is  so 
much  better  now  that  she  is  frequently  left  alone, 
in  bed,  while  her  husband  goes  out  to  earn  bread 
and  money  for  coal.  Pray  for  the  Lord's  work  in 
Chicago!  There  are  many  roads  here  that  lead  to 
Jericho.  The  Samaritan  that  bound  up  the  wounds 
still  remains  our  example  of  charity,  since  he  gave 
the  necessary  relief,  but  must  our  good  Samaritan 
of  the  nineteenth  century  remain  of  the  same  type? 
Has  he  no  responsibility  in  changing  the  condit&m 
of  the  road  leading  down  to  Jericho?  Good  Sa- 
maritans continue  to  devote  themselves  to  caring 
for  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the  criminal,  but  is  there 
no  way  of  setting  a  watch  along  the  way,  going 
down  to  Jericho,  so  that  all  may  pass  along  in  safe- 
ty? 

7/  Waller  St.,  Chicago,  III 


THE  SULTAN  OF  TURKEY. 

The  Sultan  of  Turkey,  though  one  of  the  most 
cruel  rulers  on  the  globe, — for  it  is  his  people  who 
are  killing  the  Christian  Armenians, — has  not  only 
a  curious  chapter  in  history,  but  he  is  an  intense 
worker,  showing  that  evil  men  as  well  as  good 
men  can  find  plenty  to  do  if  they  feel  so  disposed. 
Of  him  the  Christian  Herald  says: 

"It  appears  that  when  he  was  a  mere  youth,  he 
was  conspicuous  even  in  Constantinople,  which  is 
notorious  for  its  immorality,  for  the  gross  excess- 
es of  his  private  life.  There  was  then  little  proba- 
bility of  his  ever  ascending  the  throne,  and  as  he  was 
condemned  by  his  position  to  a  life  of  idleness,  he 
plunged  into  all  the  wickedness  of  the  capital  and 
lived  a  life  of  debauchery. 

Suddenly,  and  without  any  cause  that  has  ever 
been  explained,  he  changed  his  course.  He  quit- 
ted his  evil  ways  and  became  a  devout  follower  of 
Mohammed,  was  attentive  at  the  mosque  and  gave 
all  his  thoughts  to  his  religion.  From  that  time 
until  now  his  religious  enthusiasm  has  been  the 
most  prominent  feature  of  his  character.  But  with 
the  change  came  a  fierce  intolerance,  a  desire  that 
others  should  follow  his  example  and  a  determina- 
tion, evinced  since  his  accession,  that  in  his  own 
dominions  no  enemy  of  the  prophet,  nor  any  who 
did  not  avow  themselves  his  followers,  should  have 
peace  or  rest  until  they  accepted  the  faith.    This 


spirit  accounts  for  the  crusade  against  the  Armeni- 
ans whom  he  hates  because  they  are  Christians. 

Secluded  in  his  magnificent  palace,  trusting  no 
one,  and  working  as  hard  as  the  meanest  subjects 
in  his  empire,  the  Sultan  leads  an  unenviable  life 
He  retains  in  his  own  hands  the  control  of  the 
smallest  details  of  official  business,  and  signs  with 
his  own  hand  the  appointments  of  minor  officials 
and  decides  questions  which  in  other  lands  are  left 
to  the  control  of  subordinate  clerks. 

His  hard  day's  work  usually  commences,  says  a 
writer  familiar  with  the  customs  of  the  palace,  at 
an  early  hour,  and  the  whole  morning  till  one 
o'clock,  is  devoted  to  receiving  the  reports  of  his 
ministers  and  officials.  Then,  after  a  light  meal 
and  a  drive,  which  never  extends  beyond  the  park 
of  his  palace,  he  receives  ambassadors  or  presides 
at  the  Council  of  State.  He  dines  at  sunset,  and 
usually  alone,  after  which  he  resumes  the  examina- 
tion of  State  papers,  confers  with  the  Pashas  of 
highest  rank  and  transacts  the  most  urgent  busi- 
ness. If  he  can  snatch  an  hour  of  rest  after  his 
toil  is  completed,  he  spends  it  in  the  private  apart- 
ments. 

The  palace  in  which  he  thus  spends  his  time  day 
after  day  is  described  as  occupying  one  of  the  most 
lovely  sites  in  Europe.  Charming  views  are  com- 
manded from  its  windows,  and  the  park,  well  wood- 
ed, stretches  down  in  grassy  slopes  to  the  Bosphor- 
us.  The  park  is  nearly  three  miles  in  extent,  and 
within  it  are  the  offices  of  the  Government  Depart- 
ments." 

And  this  is  the  one  man  who  is  mainly  responsi- 
ble for  the  death  of  100,000  or  more  Armenian 
Christians.  He  has,  however,  no  peace  in  his 
charming  palace,  for  he  is  constantly  in  dread  of 
being  assassinated,  and  every  possible  precaution  is 
taken  to  protect  him  from  those  seeking  an  oppor- 
tunity to  put  him  out  of  the  way. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  A  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  GOING. 

SELECTED  BY  LIZZIE  G.  HUMMER. 

Down  in  Jennnings  County,  a  man  was  elected 
Superintendent  of  a  Sunday  school  which  for  years 
had  annually  indulged  in  the  bad  habit  of  shutting 
the  door  in  the  face  of  the  children,  along  about 
the  time  the  frost  was  on  the  pumpkin  and  the  fod- 
der in  the  shock.  When  the  usual  time  for  "  can- 
ning "  up  the  school  came  around,  the  Superinten- 
dent said,  "We  must  have  the  school  all  winter." 

The  teachers  said,  "We  cannot." 

The  Superintendent  said,  "We  will." 

The  teachers  said,  "  We  will  not." 

"  Very  well,"  said  the  man  with  the  backbone,  "  if 
you  won't,  I  will." 

So  he  announced  that  the  Sunday  school  would 
meet  as  usual  "  at  the  old  stand,  on  the  next  Sun- 
day." 

The  next  Sunday  came.  The  Superintendent 
came.     The  children  came.     The  teachers  did  not 


not  i 


Thei 


'ith  the  religious  spine  put  all  the  chil- 
dren in  one  class,  taught  them  the  lesson,  and  invit- 
ed them  to  come  back  the  next  Sunday. 

The  next  Sunday  came.  The  Superintendent 
came.  The  children  came.  The  teachers  did  not 
come, — not  one. 

The  man  with  a  crowbar  for  a  backbone  put  all 
the  children  in  one  class,  and  taught  them  the  les- 
son, and  invited  them  to  come  back  the  next  Sun- 
day. 

The  next  Sunday  came.  The  Superintendent 
came.  The  children  came.  The  teachers  came,— 
every  one.  And  they  have  been  coming  ever  since, 
and  the  school  has  quit  the  "  canning  "  process  en- 
tirely. 

Mr.  Superintendent,  if  your  school  is  canned  up 
for  the  winter,  don't  blame  the  children  or  the 
teachers.  It  is  your  fault,  and  you  can't  dodge  it. 
How  about  that  spine  of  yours?  What  is  it  made 
of?  We  once  heard  of  a  Sunday  school  Superin- 
tendent whose  "  moral  backbone  "  was  made  of  a" 
old  shoestring.  His  school  only  ran  six  months  in 
the  year.     How  long  does  yours  run? 
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General  Missionary  &  Tract  Department 


E.  Ebv.  Chairman. Boo,h  Kansag 

D.  L.  Millek.  Viee-Ch airman  and  Treasurer,  .  .   Mount  Monis    111 

S.  F.  SANGER Bridgwater."  Va' 

5.  R.  Zug ._ Mastersonville,  Pa 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

EP-All  niuney  and  correspondence  intended  for  any  of  [he  missions  un- 
der the  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 
addressed  to  Genbrai  MISSIONARY  and  Tract  Committee.  Mount 
Morris.  HI.     (Galen  B.  Rover,  Secretary.) 

MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  FEBRUARY,   1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 
ASIA  MINOR  MISSION  FUND. 
( To  be  used  in  the  Mission  in  Asia  Minor.) 

Illinois.— Macoupin  Creek  church,  Sio;  the  Lord's 
portion,  Liberty,  %\$\  Mrs.  Marcus  Wingert,  gr;  a 
brother,  S2.50;  total, $     28  50 

Pennsylvania. — Margaret  Calhoun,  Everett,  $4;  a 
sister,  %\ ;  S.  Reed,  S2;  Rebecca  Kinsley,  S2;  Cather- 
ine Camerer,  si;  Mary  Puderbaugh,  $t;  Hannah 
Puderbaugh,  $1;  J.  M.  Keeny,  $1;  Farmer's  Grove, 
part  of  Perry  church,  $1.50;  Ephrata  church,  §7;  to- 
tal  S     21  50 

Oklahoma  Territory.—  Children  at  Acton,  $7.75;  to- 
tal,   S      775 

Michigan. — New  Haven  church,  $7.71;  total, $       7  71 

Ohio. — Lower  Stillwater  church,  75  cents;  Loramie's 
church,  83  cents;  Salem  church,  $6;  total $       7  58 

Kansas.— Katie  Hollinger,  $2;  Mrs.  Fred  Hall.gi; 
Fred  Hall,  Solomon,  $3;  total, $      6  00 

California. — A  brother  and  sister,  Tropico,  $41  to- 
tal,   %       4  00 

Iowa—  Catherine  Blubaugh,  $1;  W.  D.  Lichty,  Iowa 
City,  St;  Harry  Wingert,  Ida  Grove,  $1;  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Loudenslager,  Si ;  total $       4  00 

Virginia.— Moses  Fike  and  wife,  $2; ,  Cow- 
an's Depot,  Si ;  total, $       3  00 

West  Virgiuia.—'Wm.  George,  S2;  total S       2  00 

Indiana.— Sophia  Wolf,  New  Waverly.Si;  total, ...$        r  00 

Total S     93  04 

WASHINGTON   CITY    MEETINGHOUSE. 
-M  house  in  Washington  is  greatly  needed  in  order  that  the  church  there 
may  do  more  effectual  -work  and  have  the  advantage  of  a  Permanent  house. 
The    Committee  Proposes  to  build  as  soon  as  sufficient  funds  are  raised. 
Donations  marked  thus  (*)  are  in  response  to  sister  Ella  Williams'  firofo- 

Pennsylvania.— Dry  Valley  Sunday  school,  $2  54;  J. 

M.  Keeny,  Port  Alleghany,  l;  total S       3  54 

foiva—  Alice  B.  Snyder,  Robins,  25  cents;  total $ 

Kansas. Caney,  24  cents;  total $ 

Total $       4      . 

( Used  for  either  Missionary  or  Trad  Work  as  needed  by  the  CommiU 

Maryland. — A  sister,  Sio;  total, $ 

Virginia.— German  town  church,  1. 16;  total, $ 

Total, S    : 

BOOK  AND  TRACT  FUND. 
{Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts.) 

Ohio.— Salem  church,  $1.20;  I.  H.  Rosenberger, 
Townwood,  S6;  Elizabeth  Ebersole,  Townwood,  $3; 
Absalom  Basore,  Trotwood,  $5;  Wolf  Creek  church, 
S3;  Mrs.  Levi  Souder,  Si. 50;  J.  R.  Spacht,  New  Stark, 
S15;  Mary  Okerman,  $6;  Ash  Grove  church,  $1  50; 
Salem  church,  S1.20;  Henry  Warner,  Glenville,  Si-2o; 
Lower  Stillwater  church,  S3;  Bear  Creek  church, 
Si.50;  John  A.  Miller,  S1.20;  Salem  church,  $14.65;  E. 
H.  Rosenberger,  Si. 15;  total %     < 

Pennsylvania.—].  T.  Myers,  Oaks,  S2.40;  Summit 
Mills  church,  $1.50;  Levi  Biddle,  New  Enterprise,  Si  1; 
Royersford  church,  David  Wells,  $1.20;  J.  B.  Colcles- 
ser,  Huntingdon,  S1.20;  C.  L.  Buck,  New  Enterprise, 
?';  J.  F.  Reiman,  Pugh,  $6;  Antietam  church,  $6;  J. 
B.  Brumbaugh,  S13;  H.  B.  Brumbaugh,  $6;  Miss 
Schrock.S1.20;  Wm.  S.  Miller,  $6;  total, $     5°  5° 

Iowa.— South  Waterloo  church,  S6;  Mr.  A.  Eber- 
sole, Sl.20;  Garrison  church,  $15;  South  River  congre- 
gation, S3.60;  A.  W.  Miller,  Waterloo,  $3;  H.  J, 
Lichty,  S6;  W.  H,  Miller,  S1.20;  E.  M.  Lichty,  $2;  to- 
tal,       s     : 

^>£7»/a.— Nokesville  church,  S3;  John  G.  Cline.Si.- 
20;  Saliie  R.  McClain,  $i-2o;  Mill  Creek  church,  S1.20; 
Mrs.  Barbara  Beckone,  S1.20;  S.  S.  Kauffman,  Sl.20; 
Cook's  Creek  church,  S1.27;  David  Long,  S6;  Cook's 
Creek  church,  S4-2o;  J.  S.  Flory,  S1.50;  Daniel  Myers, 
Si-So;  D.  W.  Flory,  Bridgewater,  $6;  Cook's  Creek 
church,  Si. 10;  Saliie  Sanger,  $1.35;  Samuel  Garber, 
New  Market,'  S3;  John  J.  John,  Daleville,  $3;  total,.  ■  .$     37  92 

Maryland.  —  Charles  D.  Bonsack,  S3-6o;  John 
Leister,  S6;  Susie  Stouffer,  S4I  J-  S.  Hershberger, 
Sl-50;  J.  M.  Stoner,  S12;  Meadow  Branch  church,  $3; 
John  Rood,  Westminster,  S3;  Wm.  Geiman,  $3;  to- 
tal,    $ 


Indiana.  —  Levi  Dilling,  Hagcrstown,  10  cents; 
Bachelor  Run  church,  S1.50;  Mexico  church,  S1.50; 
Eli  Fouts,  Chili,  S1.50;  Henry  Smith.  Colfax.  S1.20; 
B.  F.  Shiil,  Colfax.  S2.40;  Wm.  Young,  Colfax,  S1.20; 
Mary  Collert,  North  Branch,  S6;  Newton  Wolfe, 
Somerset,  S1.50;  Andrew  Fouts,  Denver,  S6;  A.  L. 
Miller,  $4-5o;  total, ' j 

Kansas.— Ida  M.  Price,  Nickerson,  S3;  Kansas  Cen- 
tre church.  25  cents;  T.  C.  Beckner.  60  cents;  J.  P. 
and  Mary  V.  Harshbarger,  S20;  total $ 

Illinois.— ¥..  Kimrael,  Lanark,  S1.62;  West  Otter 
Creek  church,  $1.55;  D.  L.  Forney,  S1.20;  Lizzie  and 
R.  F.  Brubaker.  S1.80;  total ; 

California.— Covina  church,  60  cents;  G.  W.  Math- 
ews, 60  cents;  Tropico  church,  $1.75;  a  sister,  Sanger, 
Si ;  total * 

Missouri.— Joseph  Brown,  Stet,  S5;  total S 

Louisiana.— Charles  D.  Bolinger.S3.75;  total S 

Nebraska.— E.  A.  Rothrock,  Carlisle,  S1.20;  total,.  .$ 


Total,. 


{Use 


nlyfor 


in  India.) 

Pennsylvania  ,—A  sister,  Harleysville,  Si ;  a  brother, 
Green  Tree,  $5;  J.  M.  Keeny,  Port  Alleghany,  $2; 
Farmer's  Grove,  part  of  Perry  church,  $1.50;  Dry 
Valley  Sunday  school,  S221;  total $ 

Ohio.— Loramie's  church,  Si;  Salem  church,  S6.75; 
total, $ 

Kansas—  Mrs.  Fred  Hall,  $1;  Fred  Hall,  Solomon* 
S4;  total g 

Virginia.  —  Germantown  church,  S355;  D.  A, 
Smitesman,  Staunton,  Si;  total, s 

Illinois.— Mrs.  Marcus  Wingert,  Si;  a  brother, S2  50; 
total $ 

/.?«>£ .—Catherine  Blubaugh,  Si;  W.  D.  Lichty,  Iowa 
City,  Si;  a  sister,  Cedar  Rapids,  20  cents;  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Loudenslager,  $i;  total, s 

Neb raska.— Weeping  Water  church,  S2.60;  total,. .  .$ 

Indiana.— D.  M.  Mertz,  Burnett's  Creek,  S1.90;  to- 
tal,  S 

West  Virginia—  Lunis  Creek  church,  $1.50;  total,.  S 

Tennessee—  Dr.  G.  H.  Van  Dyke,  Knoxville,  Si.io; 
total, S 


Total S    43  56 


(Km 


nly  for 


1  U.  . 


edeu.) 


Illinois. — Mil  mine  church,  $5;  J.  S.  Kuns,  Cerro 
Gordo,  Sio;  D.  S.  Heckman,  Girard,  Sio;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Moats,  Mt.  Morris,  S2.50;  Lewis  Miller,  Mt.  Morris, 
S5;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S5;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  S5; 
Rock  River  church,  $5;  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S2.50; 
Fred  Buckingham,  Oakley,  S2.50;  Cerro  Gordo  church, 
S2.50;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  Sio;  Sugar  Creek  church, 
S5;  D.  F.  Lahman,  Franklin  Grove,  S50;  John  Philips, 
S2;  D.  B.  Eby,  Lena,  S5;  B.  A.  Kurtz  and  wife,  Mans- 
field, Sio;  Emmanuel  Slifer,  Mt.  Morris,  $12.50;  Chi- 
cago church,  $7.02;  Catherine  and  T.  C.  Beckner, 
$11:  Cerro  Gordo  church,  510;  Ira  G.  Cripe,  Cerro 
Gordo,  Sto;  a  brother,  S5;  West  Otter  Creek  church, 
S380;  C.  Binkley,  S1.25;  Panther  Creek  church,  $750; 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  Sio;  Benjamin  Swingley, 
Mt.  Morris,  S5;  Javan  Gibson,  S2.50;  total S 

Pennsylvania.— A  sister,  West  Earl,  50  cents;  Min- 
go church,  $8.50;  T.  T.  Myers,  Philadelphia,  S3;  S. 
A.  Levering,  Germantown,  S3;  E'izabeth  Graybill, 
Talmage,  50  cents;  a  sister,  Hampton,  Si ;  J.  M.  Keeny, 
Port  Alleghany,  $2;  Farmer's  Grove,  part  of  Perry's 
church,  60  cents;  Scalp  Level  Sunday  school,  S3. 50; 
Shade  Cr^ek  church,  $10;  Sipesville  church,  Si ;  Up- 
per Conewago,  S4.15;  Coventry  church,  S20;  Ephrata 
church,  Si5  4';  Indian  Creek  church,  $25.30;  Middle 
Creek  church,  $6.70;  total, S 

Iowa—  Emmanuel  Henry,  Derby,  $3.0$;  Catherine 
Bluebaugh,  Robins,  $2;  Indian  Creek  church,  S2.50; 
South  Waterloo  church,  $8;  M.  Myers,  Creston,  76 
cents;  Mrs.  Mae  Walton,  S4;  J.  J.  and  Mrs.  Bowers, 
Deep  River,  $4;  South  Waterloo  church,  Sr.25;  D.  W. 
Henricks,  Coon  Rapids,  $1.04;  a  sister,  Cedar  Rapids, 
30  cents;  Mrs.  O.  M.  Odel,  Lacon,  %\\  Dry  Creek 
church,  $2;  H.  J.  Lichtv,  Calvin,  S20;  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Loudenslager,  S3;  Indian  Creek  church,  S3!  total S     55  00 

Virginia.— Botetourt  church,  S39.82;  D.  S.  Thor 
Bridgewater,  $44°;  Cook's  Creek  church,  S2.50;  PI' 
ant  Valley  church,  S325 ;  total, S     79  94 

Ohio.— Lower  Twin  church,  $5;  J-  R-  Spacht,  New 
Stark,  S5;  Ash  Grove  church,  $2;  Chippewa,  $10.55; 
Mohican  church,  $7.21;  Loramie's  church,  $1;  Sa- 
lem church,  $8.26;  A.  B.  Rish,  Monticello,  $i;  total,.  ..$     40  02 

Indiana—  Yellow  Creek  church,  S4I  Levi  Russ, 
Nappanee,  $2.50;  Rock  Run  church,  $1;  Nettle  Creek 
church,  50  cents;  J.  Kurtz  Miller,  North  Manchester, 
£3;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Myers,  50  cents;  Allen  Cray,  $4;  Jacob 
Miller,  Nappanee,  $1;  Christian  Schrock,  $2;  Goshen 
City  Sunday  school,  $3  49=  Monticello  church,  $10.49: 
Missionary  Meeting  of  Monticello  church,  $2.05; 
Nappanee  prayer  meeting,  $5;  total S     39  53 

Califo 
$25;  total 


j.— Magdalena  Myers,  $5;  Covir 
^Kansas.-  Wichita    church,    $2.50;    Slate    Creek 


church.  $2;  James  Z.  Gilbert,  S2;  Mary  E.  and  C.  W. 
in, fa;  Kansas  Centre  church,  $1.75;  Mrs.  Fred 

Hall,  $1;  Box  zi,  Conway   Springs,  fi;  T.    N.  and 

Sarah  Beckner,  $3;  Fred  Hall,  Solomon,  $3;  a  broth- 

,  Cuba,  $5;  total s     23  25 

Arizona.— Glendora  congregation,  $20;  total $     20  00 

Ettropt.— Churches  in  Denmark,  S15.92;  total S      15  0.2 

West  Virginia.-  Beaver     Run    church,    S6;    Lunis 

Creek  church,  S3  50;  total, $       q  50 

Maryland.— A  sister,  Locust  Grove,  $4;  total $       4  00 

Colorado.— Grace  A.   White,  35    cents;    Catherine 

Larrabee,  Lake  City,  $1 ;  total, $        1  35 

Michigan.— A  brother  and  sister,  %l\  Mrs.  E.  M. 

Houts,  25  cents;  total §       1  25 

Missouri.— D.  C.   Hardman,   Hamilton,  65    cents; 

Joel  and  Susie  Moomaw,  50  cents;  total, $       1  15 

isconsin—  Hattie  Joyce,  75  cents;  total $  75 

Tolal S   620  32 


Home  and  European,  $  620  32 

Asia  Minor  Mission, §     g3  04 

Washington  Meetinghouse $       4  03 

Missionary  and  Tract  Fund, $      11   16 

India  Mission, $     43  56 

Book  and  Tract  Fund $    305  94 


.$1,078  05 


Total  amount, 

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  25,804. 
Correction  on  January  Report,— In  last  report,  J.  C. 
Lahman  was  credited  with  S10.00,  which  should  have  been  J. 
D.  Lahman. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  MISSIONARY  WORK. 
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them  and  the  bles: 
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dness  of  Christ,  surely  we  can 
of   telling  others  of  the    Sav- 


onary  < 


of  two  kinds: 

which  is  to  carry  the  plain 
teaching  of  Christ  to  our  friends  and  neigh- 
bors by  preaching,  singing,  praying,  and  especially 
by  living  good  Christian  lives.  This  will  show 
them  that  we  have  been  with  Christ,  and  have 
learned  of  him.  No  missionary  work  is  more  ef- 
fectual than  a  real  godly  life.  "Let  your  light 
so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  in  heaven." 

2.  Foreign  mission,  which  consists  of  collecting 
money,  and  Bibles,  and  sending  preachers  to  the 
lost  ones  over  the  ocean.  How  sad  it  is  to 
think  that  there  are  so  many  who  have  never  heard 
of  Jesus  as  the  only  Savior  of  men!  Many!  Oh! 
so  many  can  not  even  read  the  Bible  if  they 
had  it.  Can  we  not  feel  for  them?  Here  in  this 
happy  land  with  plenty,  and  to  spare, — let  us 
pray  for  them,  sing  for  them,  collect  money  for 
them  and  send  good,  consecrated  missionaries  to 
teach  and  Christianize  them. 

Once  when  a  heathen  lady  accepted  Christ  as  the 
Savior  of  sinners,  and  the  light  of  Heaven  beamed 
in    upon    her    soul,    she    said:     "Why    do     you 
have   so    few    preachers    over   here?     So  many  of 
our  people  are  dying.     Can  you  not  send  the  Gos- 
pel light  a  little  faster?  " 
Oh!  my  dear  brethren,  and  sisters, 
"Over  the  ocean  wave,  far,  far  away, 
There  the  poor  heathen  live,  waiting  for  day; 
Groping  in  ignorance,  dark  as  the  night, 
No  blessed  Bible  to  give  them  the  light. 
CHORUS. 
Pity  them,  pity  them,  Christians  at  home, 
Haste  with  the  bread  of  life,  hasten  and  come. 
"  Here  in  this  happy  land  we  have  the  light 
Shining  from  God's  own  Word,  free,  pure,  and  bright; 
Shall  we  not  send  to  them  Bibles  to  read, 
Teachers  and  preachers,  and  all  that  they  need? 
"  Then,  while  the  mission  ships  glad  tidings  bring, 
List!    as  the  heathen  band  joyfully  sing, 
'Over  the  ocean  wave,  O  see  them  come, 
Bringing  the  bread  of  life,  guiding  us  home.'  " 

Will  we  labor  to  "rescue  the  perishing"  by  our 
prayers,  and  songs,  and  contributions,  as  becom- 
eth  the  saints  of  God?  Then  we  will  become 
the  praise  of  men,  and  the  joy  of  angels. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  March  38,  1896. 


The  Brethren  are  preparing  to  build  a  meeting- 
house in  Batavia,  111. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Western   Pennsylvan 
will  be  held  at  Markleysburg,  April  29. 

Bro.  T.  M.  Smith,  of  Alvarado,  Va„  should  no 
be  addressed  at  Tunibez,  Russell  Co.,  same  State. 


Seven  accessions  are  reported  as  the  result  of  a 
series  of  meetings,  recently  held  in  the  Koontz 
church,  Pa.  

Bro.  Israel  Cripe's  address  is  changed  from 
Warrensburg,  Mo.,  to  Knobnoster,  Johnson  Co., 
same  State.  

Twelve  additions  are  reported  in  the  series  of 
meetings  now  in  progress  in  the  Yellow  Creek 
church,  Ind.  

Bro.  T.  B.  Young  wishes  us  to  state  that  his  cor- 
respondents should  address  him  at  Kcchi,  Kans., 
instead  of  Wichita. 


Bro.  Amos  Moomaw,  of  Otley,  Iowa,  emigrates 
to  Oregon,  and  may  now  be  addressed  at  Cherry- 
ville,  Clackamas  Co.,  that  State. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Middle  Pennsylvania 
will  be  held  in  the  Aughwick  church,  Wednesday, 
April  29.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  even- 
ing before.  Members  and  delegates  will  be  met 
at  Shirleysburg,  and  conveyed  to  place  of  meeting. 
All  delegates  should  arrange  to  be  at  Mount 
Union  at  9: 20  A.  M.  of  the  28th. 


Bro.  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson  may  now  be  addressed  at 
Norway,  Coos  Co,  Oregon.  His  former  address 
was  Moscow,  Idaho. 


The  Annual  Meeting  proper  opens  on  Tuesday 
norning,  May  26,  but  a  scries  of  meetings  will  be 
ommenced  on  the  17th. 


The  District  Meeting  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
will  be  held  in  the  Spring  Creek  church,  Dauphin 
Co,  April  29  and  30.     Further  notice  next  week. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Southeastern  Kansas  is 
to  be  held  in  the  Cedar  Creek  church,  Mount 
Ida.  April  29.  Ministerial  Meeting  will  be  held 
the  day  before.      

Some  of  our  readers  in  the  West,  who  have  worn- 
out  clothing  that  might  serve  the  purpose  of  the 
the  poor,  will  please  write  Bro.  Asa  Booth,  Adelia, 
Nebr,  inclosing  a  stamp. 


Bro.  Geo.  W.  Thomas,  formerly  of  Ames,  Iowa, 
writes  us  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Nez  Perce,  Ida- 
ho, where  he  should  hereafter  be  addressed.  He 
speaks  very  encouragingly  of  that  locality  as 
a  suitable  place  for  building  up  a  church  of  the 
Brethren,  and  will  be  pleased  to  give  information 
to  those  addressing  him  with  stamp. 


During  the  winter  the  Christian  Herald  has  col- 
lected nearly  S40.000  for  the  Armenian  sufferers. 
The  fund  is  to  be  closed  the  middle  of  April,  as 
it  is  thought  that  the  people  will  be  able  to  pro- 
vide for  themselves  soon  after  that  time.  Most 
of  them  are  returning  to  their  homes,  and  will 
soon  enter  upon  their  usual  pursuits.  It  will  be  a 
great  relief  to  learn  that  these  unfortunate  Chris- 
tians can  be  permitted  to  go  about  their  duties 
without  being  molested. 


In  Africa  there  are  said  to  be  1,000,000  Protest- 
ant natives,  to  say  nothing  of  those  who  have  ac- 
cepted the  Catholic  faith.  There  are  also  about 
1,200  European  missionaries  and  not  far  from 
1,000  mission  stations.  While  the  type  of  Chris- 
tianity thus  introduced  may  not  be  up  to  the  New 
Testament  standard,  still  the  tendency  in  the 
right  direction  is  to  be  encouraged,  with  the  hope 
that  the  movements  already  in  operation  may  be 
followed  by  those  who  will  teach  the  way  of  the 
Lord  more  perfectly. 


The  City  of  Lincoln,   Nebr.,    is 

taking   advance 

steps  in  the  training  of  the  youth. 

The  city  coun- 

cil  has  passed  a   cigarette  ordina 

ice,  making  it  a 

finable  offense   for   persons    unde 

r   eighteen   years 

of  age  to  use  cigarettes,  or  toba 

co  in  any  form, 

within  the   city    limits.     If   we  c 

nnot  reform  the 

men,  possibly  we  can  so  manage  a 

s  to  have  a  clean 

set  of  bovs,  and  what   Lincoln  ha 

s  done  is  a  step 

in  that  direction. 

Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  of  Pickrell,  Nebr,  be- 
lieves in  looking  after  the  unfortunate  in  the  pris- 
ons. He  orders  twenty  copies  of  the  Messenger, 
for  free  distribution,  to  be  sent  to  the  prison  at 
Lincoln,  Nebr,  for  three  months.  We  had  not 
thought  of  the  idea,  but  the  plan  is  most  assuredly 
a  good  one.  Why  not  have  packages  of  the  paper 
sent  to  other  prisons?  It  might  result  in  a  number 
of  conversions.  His  article,  to  appear  in  next  is- 
sue, concerning  his  recent  visit  to  the  Lincoln 
prison  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit. 


Until  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh's  return  from  the 
Old  World,  it  was  arranged  for  Bro.  Neff  to  pre- 
pare the  Sunday  school  articles  that  have  ap- 
peared in  the  Messenger  from  week  to  week. 
These  articles  have  given  excellent  satisfaction, 
and  have  proved  very  helpful  to  a  number  of  our 
Sunday  school  workers.  Bro.  Brumbaugh  having 
returned  to  his  home,  will  now  give  special  atten- 
tion to  this  department.  His  first  article,  on  the 
lesson  for  April  5,  may  be  found  in  this  issue. 
Bro.  Neff  will  now  devote  more  time  to  the  Young 
People's  Department,  which  is  growing  in  interest. 


We  feel  confident  that  our  Sunday  School  Qnar- 
terlies,  for  the  lessons  beginning  with  the  first  Sun- 
day in  April,  will  give  the  best  satisfaction  of  any 
we  have  yet  published.  We  mailed  many  thou- 
sands of  them  during  the  last  five  days,  and  are 
prepared  to  fill  many  more  orders  on  short  notice. 
For  prices,  see  page  207  in  this  issue. 


Bro.  J.  B.  Loafer,  of  Fredonia,  California, 
would  be  pleased  to  correspond  with  one  of  our 
linisters  who  could  come  to  his  place  and  hold 
_  series  of  meetings.  He  believes  that  good  could 
be  accomplished  at  that  point  by  a  minister  who 
can  conduct  an  interesting  series  of  meetings.     He 

located  in  Bent  County,  on  the  Santa  Fe  R.  R, 
ten  miles  west  of  Las  Animas. 


PRAYER  MEETINGS. 


One  of  our  readers  wants  to  know  whether  it  is 
possible  to  obey  all  the  commandments  contained 
in  the  New  Testament?  We  never  answer  that 
kind  of  questions.  We  simply  teach  the  people 
to  love  God  and  keep  his  commandments.  The 
man  who  will  do  this  need  never  be  troubled 
about  the  cannot.  True  loyalty  knows  no  failure, 
We  are  reminded  of  the  man  who  said  if  the  Lord 
commanded  him  to  jump  through  a  stone  wall  he 
would  do  the  jumping  and  the  Lord  would  see 
that  he  got  through.  So  with  any  or  all  of  the 
commands  in  the  New  Testament.  If  we  in  full 
faith  attempt  to  do  what  is  enjoined,  the  Master 
will  see  to  the  rest.  A  little  boy,  five  years  old, 
was  told  to  jump  over  the  five-foot  fence;  aided 
by  the  father's  strong  arm  he  made  the  leap  and 
landed  with  delight  on  the  other  side.  Aided  by 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  the  earnest  saints  will  attempt 
anything  God  commands,  and  the  result  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit. 


We  are  asked  for  a  programme  of  a  prayer  meet- 
ing. Among  the  Brethren  these  prayer  meetings 
are  conducted  very  simple.  A  committee  of  two 
or  three  is  usually  appointed  to  select  the  leaders 
and  assign  the  subjects.  The  leader  is  apprised  of 
his  appointment  the  week  before,  and  goes  to  the 
prayer  meeting  prepared  to  conduct  it.  At  the  ap- 
pointed time  he  names  a  hymn  for  singing.  He 
next  reads  a  short  Scripture,  then  calls  to  prayer. 
After  prayer  he  announces  the  subject,  reads  some 
Scripture  bearing  on  it,  and  talks  awhile  as  he  may 
feel  disposed.  After  requesting  others  to  use  free- 
dom in  speaking  he  takes  his  seat.  Many  short 
talks  are  then  made  on  the  subject  before  the 
meeting,  interspersed  with  enough  singing  to  make 
the  meeting  edifying.  During  the  meeting  there 
are  occasional  calls  to  prayer.  When  the  time  is 
up  the  leader  names  a  hymn,  then  calls  on  some 
one  to  lead  in  prayer.  He  then  announces  the 
time,  place,  and  subject  for  the  next  meeting,  but 
does  not  announce  the  leader.  It  is  customary  to 
have  brethren  and  sisters  to  lead  the  meetings  al- 
ternately. At  these  meetings  the  sisters  have  just  sl/. 
as  good  a  right  to  speak  as  the  brethren,  and  when 
it  is  their  time  to  lead  they  should  be  accorded  the 
same  privilege  regarding  the  closing  and  announc- 
ing the  next  meeting,  given  to  the  brethren. 

It  is  no  small  matter  for  the  leader  to  so  conduct 
the  meeting  as  to  make  it  interesting,  and  yet,  at 
the  same  time,  manifest  the  meekness  becoming 
saints.  Too  much,  however,  should  not  be  expect- 
ed of  new  leaders,  and  at  no  time  should  they  be 
criticised  on  account  of  their  lack  of  skill.  We  al- 
so suggest  that  all  the  members  present  be  encour- 
aged to  officiate  in  prayer,  as  well  as  take  part  in 
the  speaking.  While  ministers  may  speak  as  well 
as  others,  still  it  would  not  be  proper  for  them  to 
take  up  so  much  of  the  time  as  to  deprive  the  laity 
of  the  privilege  that  they  need,  in  order  to  give 
them  exercise  of  this  kind. 

Furthermore,  we  wish  to  encourage  prayer-meet- 
ings. They  are  a  great  help  in  any  congregation 
when  properly  conducted.  There  should  be  no 
controversy,  nor  should  any  of  the  speeches  or 
prayers  be  lengthy.  Let  all  things  be  done  to  edi- 
fication, and  the  fruits  of  these  meetings  will  soon 
be  seen  in  the  greatly  improved  spiritual  condition 
of  the  members.  J.  H.  M. 


THE  STANDING!  COMMITTEE. 

Inside  of  a  few  weeks,  most  of  the  State  Dis- 
tricts will  have  selected  the  elders  to  compose  the 
Standing  Committee  for  the  coming  Annual  Meet- 
ing. This  work  is  always  done  by  the  delegates 
sent  from  the  local  churches,  and  is  a  matter 
of  more  importance  than  most  members  think. 
While  the  Standing  Committee  is  far  from  being 
the  strongest  body  in  our  Annual  Conference,  it 
is  nevertheless  a  force  which  exerts  a  wide  influ- 
ence in  shaping  the  decisions  that  pass  the  Meet- 
ing.    Hence   the   importance  of    this    Committee 
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ed  of  the  very  best 


to  be  found 


.  •„„  compose 
"      several  State  Districts. 

Conference   has    wisely    decided    that    the 

selected  for  the  Standing  Committee  should 

ufficiently    alternated  to   permit  an   elder   to 

Committee    only  two   years   out   of 


Our 
elders  s 


serve 
every 


four,   but   it   was   never   contemplated    that 
uch 


this  change  should  be  such  as  to  take  the  rounds 
0ng  the  elders  so  as  to  place  each  one  on  the 
rommittee  sometime  during  his  life,  regardless  of 
fitness.    There   is   too   much  at  stake  to  run 
such  a  risk. 

The  local  church  delegates,  at  the  District 
Meetings,  should  select  the  most  competent  men 
,  the  District, — men  who  are  known  to  be  sound 
,the  faith,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  thorough- 
ly alive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  church.  They 
lUeht  to  be  men  who  have  clear  and  wise  convic- 
tions, and  are  not  afraid  to  stand  up  for  what  they 
believe  to  be  right. 

We  live  in  an  aggressive  age,  and  the  church 
nust  be  more  aggressive  in  her  work.  We  need 
men  in  every  department  of  our  church  work  who 
:  full  of  this  aggressive  spirit,  as  well  as  loyal 
to  the  principles  of  the  Fraternity.  We  are  reach- 
ing out  to  other  fields  with  our  missionaries,  tracts, 
papers,  Sunday  schools  and  other  aids,  and  need 
men  who  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  every 
good  work  of  the  kind,  so  that  the  wisest  measures 
may  be  urged  by  them  and  adopted  by  the  Con- 
ference. 

was  no  uncommon  thing  in  the  apostolic  age 
to  select  men  for  important  labors  on  account  of 
their  peculiar  fitness,  and  it  is  just  as  wise  to  do 
same  to-day.  The  seven  chosen  to  superin- 
tend the  proper  distribution  of  supplies  among 
widows  at  Jerusalem,  were  selected  with  the 
greatest  care.  The  fifteenth  chapter  of  Acts  shows 
how  careful  the  apostles  and  others  were  in  se- 
lecting men  for  special  missions,  and  for  us  at 
Update  to  insist  upon  equal  wisdom  in  selecting 
Ai  ,to  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  is  of  vital 
importance  also.  J.  H.  M. 


EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Thirteen. 

ANIMAL  WORSHIP  AMONG  THE  HINDUS. 

It  is  not  always  easy  to  obtain  reliable  informa- 
tion in  traveling  through  a  country  without  a 
speaking  knowledge  of  the  language.  Guides  and 
even  guide-books  are  not  always  to  be  depended 
upon.  The  former  are  often  given  to  exaggeration, 
and  the  latter  are  sometimes  gotten  up  more  for 
the  money  to  be  made  in  selling  them  than  for 
giving  reliable  information.  In  these  gleanings  de- 
pendence has  not  been  placed  upon  information 
picked  up  at  random  here  and  there,  but  the  best 
authorities  on  India  and  Hinduism,  Brahmanism 
and  Buddhism  have  been  examined  and  used.  It 
may  be  in  point  to  state  that  the  best  books  on  In- 
dia are  sold  at  very  high  prices.  Sir  Monier  Wil- 
liams' books  on  Buddhism  and  Hinduism,  although 
of  only  medium  size,  bound  in  cloth,  cost  about  six 
dollars  each.  It  is  sometimes  urged  that  our 
hooks  at  home  are  too  high,  but  compared  with 
the  prices  here  and  in  England,  they  are  very 
cheap. 

Iri  our  last  letter  we  considered  some  of  the 
worst  phases  of  idolatry  as  found  in  India.  Since 
then  we  have  visited  some  temples,  the  stone 
carvings  upon  which  are  too  obscene  and  degrad- 
mS  to  even  think  about.  If  there  is  a  depth  of 
degradation  and  vileness  that  has  not  been  reached 
hy  'he  Hindu  Saktists  in  their  idolatry,  it  has  not 
b«n  made  known  to  humanity.  It  is  really  pleas- 
ant  to  turn  away  from  the  most  revolting  phase  of 
'dolatry  to  one  at  least  less  degrading  in  its  tend- 
enci«,  that  is,  animal  worship. 
Before  giving  a  brief  account  of  animal  worship, 


it  is  only  right  to  say  that  the  educated  Brah- 
ans  do  not  believe  in  idolatry.  In  conversation 
with  them  they  have  told  us  that  there  is  nothing 
n  the  idols,  but  the  people  want  them  and  wor- 
ihip  them,  and  the  priest  gets  his  living  and  is 
satisfied  to  allow  them  to  ignorantly  worship 
stocks  and  stones.  Ignorance  is  the  devil's  strong- 
hold. In  the  days  of  slavery  in  the  South,  laws 
were  enacted  against  educating  the  negro.  So 
here  the  lower  classes  are  kept  in  ignorance,  the 
ready  handmaid  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  If 
the  masses  were  educated  the  power  of  the  Brah- 
man priest  would  be  shaken  off  and  idolatry  re- 
ceive a  deadly  blow. 

ANIMAL  WORSHIP. 

Animal  worship  as  it  is  found  in  India  has  been 
common  among  idolatrous  peoples  in  all  ages  of 
the  world.  The  Egyptians,  as  is  well  known,  wor- 
shiped many  kinds  of  animals,  including  birds, 
reptiles,  and  even  insect  life.  The  Israelites  made 
their  golden  calf  at  Mt.  Sinai,  having  received 
their  idea  of  the  idol  from  their  taskmasters  in 
Egypt,  who  worshiped  Apis,  or  the  White  Ox. 
But  history  gives  no  record  equaling  the  excess 
to  which  the  worship  of  animals  has  been  carried 
in  India.  According  to  a  popular  belief  among 
the  people,  there  are  no  less  than  eight  million, 
four  hundred  thousand  living  creatures  into  which 
a  man  may  pass  before  reaching  a  final  resting 
place.  And  this  belief,  firmly  held  by  the  masses, 
has  led  them  to  worship  everything  in  which 
there  is  life.  This  may,  and  does,  seem  quite  ab- 
surd to  us,  but  it  has  to  the  Hindu  the  reality  of 
an  unbounded  faith.  He  firmly  believes  that  not 
only  his  own  soul,  but  even  the  soul  of  his  god 
may  pass  into  an  animal  form.  Indeed,  we  need 
not  go  back  very  far  in  the  history  of  our  own  an- 
cestry until  we  find  them  worshiping  animals  and 
offering  human  sacrifices  to  their  idols,  and  such 
would  we  be  to-day,  were  it  not  for  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

This  belief  among  the  Hindus  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  they  rarely  eat  flesh,  and  take  "no  delight 
in  killing  animals.  Hunting  simply  for  sport  is 
unknown  among  them.  Many  of  the  most  radi- 
cal of  them  will  drink  no  water  without  straining 
it,  lest  they  inadvertently  destroy  animal  life. 
One  necessary  article  to  the  so-called  holy  man's 
scanty  outfit  is  a  small  water  strainer.  This  be- 
lief also  begets  in  the  Hindu  a  strong  love  for  all 
of  God's  creatures;  and  it  is  always  a  matter  of 
great  interest  and  curiosity  to  see  hew  animals  of 
almost  every  description  live  on  terms  of  the 
very  closest  intimacy  with  human  beings.  We  ob- 
served many  times  while  in  India  this  relationship. 
While  we  write  these  lines  a  crow  sits  within  a 
few  feet  from  us,  eyeing  the  movement  of  the  pen 
with  much  apparent  interest.  No  fear  is  mani- 
fested, for  even  the  birds  trust  their  friends. 

And  so  here  in  India  the  feathered  songsters 
build  their  nests  and  brood  their  young  about  the 
houses,  by  the  wayside,  and  in  the  fields  before 
the  eyes  of  every  passer-by,  and  within  easy  reach 
of  every  school  boy,  without  the  least  fear  of  be- 
ing molested.  The  birds  of  the  air  and  the  beasts 
of  the  field  share  a  portion  of  the  home  and  food 
of  the  farmer  as  a  matter  of  right,  without  protest 
or  grudging  on  his  part.  In  the  towns  and  cities 
the  ox  and  the  cow  roam  at  their  own  will  on  side- 
walk and  pavement,  and  jostle  you  on  the  streets; 
monkeys  make  their  homes  on  the  housetop  and 
amuse  you  with  their  playful  antics,  and  annoy  you 
with  their  thieving  propensities;  squirrels  frisk 
about  the  verandas  and  gladly  share  your  meal 
on  the  slightest  invitation;  parrots  in  brilliant 
plumage  of  red,  green  and  gold,  chatter  about  the 
windows  and  peer  inquisitively  into  your  cham- 
bers. Crows  sit  on  your  window-sills  and  make 
themselves  quite  at  home  in  your  rooms,  carrying 


off  and  hiding  any  small  article  that  may  please 
their  fancy;  sparrows  come  and  go  at  their  own 
sweet  will,  picking  crumbs  from  the  tablecloth  or 
bread-plate,  and  resting  complacently  upon  any 
ojection  on  the  wall;  lizards  chase  each  other  up 
d  down  the  walls  of  your  sitting-room  and  hide 
themselves  away  in  the  folds  of  your  bed-clothing; 
snakes,  at  some  places  during  the  rainy  season, 
make  themselves  unpleasantly  familiar  with  the 
interior  of  your  home;  and  if  your  house  be  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  town,  the  jackals  will  give  you 
a  nightly  serenade  with  almost  human-like  voice. 
We  confess  that  the  Hindu  love  for  animals 
touches  a  responsive  chord  in  our  heart,  and 
while  we  would  love  to  have  them  all  embrace 
Christianity  and  worship  the  true  and  living  God, 
we  would  not  like  to  see  them  lose  their  sym- 
pathy for  the  lowest  of  God's  creatures.  We  will- 
ingly admit  that  many  professing  Christians,  who 
beat  and  abuse  their  faithful  animal  servants, 
might  well  learn  lessons  of  mercy  from  the  Hindus, 
remembering  that  our  Bible  teaches  that  "  a  right- 
eous man  regardeth  the  life  of  his  beast  "  and  that 
the  Master  said:  "Be  ye  therefore  merciful." 

Of  all  animals,  worshiped  by  the  Hindus,  the 
cow  and  ox  must  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
list.  In  a  preceding  letter  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  worship  of  the  cow.  To  a  people 
who  never  kill  animals  for  food,  and  who  have  no 
horses  for  their  plows  and  carts,  the  value  of  the 
cow  for  nourishment,  and  the  ox  for  farming  pur- 
poses cannot  be  overestimated.  The  cow  is  held 
in  the  higest  veneration.  Every  part  of  its  body 
is  the  supposed  abode  of  some  one  of  the  Hindus' 
many  deities.  Every  hair  on  its  body  is  held 
sacred,  and  to  the  cow  worshiper,  its  five  products 
are  of  all  things  most  holy.*  The  very  ashes  of 
her  excrete,  if  applied  to  the  person  of  a  wicked 
man  will,  it  is  supposed,  make  a  good  man  of  him. 
Believing  all  this,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
the  heaven  of  one  of  the  Hindu  gods, — "  Krishna," 
— is  known  as  Go-loka  or,  literally,  "cow  world." 

The  Hindus  also  believe  in  a  divine  cow  known 
as  Surabhi  or  "cow  of  plenty,"  representations 
of  which  are  to  be  seen  in  temples,  or  are  kept 
in  houses  for  the  purpose  of  domestic  worship. 
The  ox  is  dedicated  to  the  god  Siva,  and  in  every 
temple  where  the  symbols  of  this  god  are  dis- 
played is  to  be  seen  the  stone  image  of  the  ox  in 
a  reclining  posture  facing  the  idol.  Pious  Hindus' 
believe  that  they  cannot  attain  higher  merit  than 
to  brand  an  ox  with  Siva's  trident  and  turn  it  loose 
to  roam  at  full  freedom  about  the  City  of  Be- 
nares, or  Gaya.  At  Benares  we  saw  a  number  of 
these  huge  animals  walking  independently  about 
the  streets.  The  gift  and  turning  loose  of  such 
an  animal  is  attended  with  much  ceremony. 

Cows  are  also  kept  in  Hindu  temples.  We  vis- 
ited many  of  these  temples,  and  we  could  see 
scores  of  cows  stalled  inside  where  the  priests 
would  not  allow  us  to  walk  lest  we  should  pollute 
the  holy  place.  Even  if  we  entered  the  outer 
court  we  were  required  to  put  off  our  shoes.  The 
temples  were,  according  to  our  notion,  made  filthy 
by  being  turned  into  cow  stables,  but  to  the  Hin- 
du this  only  purified  and  made  them  holy.  How 
radically  different  are  our  views  as  to  what  is  pure 
and  cleanly! 

To  show  to  what  excess  cow  worship  has  been 
carried,  the  following  fact  related  by  Williams,  is 
given:  "At  Ogra  there  is  an  image  of  a  man 
named  Mukunda.  The  Brahman,  who  was  my 
guide  when  I  visited  this  place,  gravely  informed 
me  that  it  represented  a  celebrated  saint,  who  felt 
himself  compelled  to  commit  suicide  by  jumping 
into  a  neighboring  river,  as  a  penalty  for  having  ac- 
cidentally swallowed  the  hair  of  a  cow  by  drinking 
milk  without  straining  it."  D.  L.  M. 


•  Sir  Monier  Willia 
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'  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  i 


THE  CARPENTER'S  SON. 

Thev  said,  "  The  Carpenter's  son-"    T 
No  dearer  thing  in  the  Book  I  see, 
For  he  must  have  risen  with  the  light, 
And  patiently  toiled  until  the  night. 
He.  too,  was  weary  when  evening  came 
For  well  he  knoweth  our  mortal  frame, 
And  he  remembers  the  weight  and  dm 
So  his  trail  children  may  sing  and  trust 
We  often  toil  till  our  eyes  grow  dim, 
Yet  our  hearts  faint  not  because  of  him 
The  workers  are  striving  everywhere, 
Some  with  a  pitiful  load  of  care. 
Many  in  peril  upon  the  sea, 
Or  deep  in  the  mine's  dark  mystery, 
While  mothers  nor  day  nor  night  can  r 
I  fancy  the  Master  loves  them  best. 
For  many  a  little  head  has  lain 
On  the  heart  pierced  by  redemption's  i 
He  was  so  tender  with  fragile  things, 
He  saw  the  sparrow  with  broken  wings 
His  mother,  loveliest  woman  born, 
Had  humble  tasks  in  her  home  each  m 

e  his  lovl 
For  labor,  the  common  lot  of  man, 
Is  part  of  a  kind  Creator's  plan, 
And  he  is  king  whose  brow  is  wet 
With  the  pearl-gemmed  crown  of  hone: 
Some  glorious  day,  this  understood, 
All  toilers  will  be  a  brotherhood. 
With  brain  or  hand  the  purpose  is  one 
And  the  muster  workman,  God's  own  S 


THE  PILLARS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

1!V    HOWARD    MILLER. 

We  often  hear  this  phrase  used,  and  the  idea  it 
usually  conveys  is  that  of  someone  who  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  church,  and  without 
whom  it  would  be  hard  to  get  along.  The  fact  is 
that  no  man  is  indispensable,  and  that  as  the  Chris- 
tian religion  got  along  for  a  good  many  hundreds 
of  years  before  any  of  us  were  born  it  is  also 
true  that  it  will  get  on  equally  as  well  after 
we  have  gone  hence.  Some  people  act  and 
talk  as  if  the  whole  matter  depended  on  them, 
and  they  insist  on  their  way  as  though  wisdom 
would  die  with  them. 

These  people  are  the  ones  who  are  usually  called 
the  pillars  of  the  church,  and  I  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent an  entirely  different  personality  as  repre- 
senting the  real  pillars  of  the  church,  that  is  those 
who  are  a  credit  to  the  Christian  work,  and  who 
will  be  both  mourned  and  missed  when  they  go 
home. 

They  are  more  common  than  we  would  suppose, 
and  they  are  to  be  found  in  almost  every  church. 
Cast  your  eye  over  the  congregation  and  note 
that  old  woman  in  black.  She  sits  there  with  her 
hands  folded  over  the  hymnbook,  and  listens 
or  drops  off  in  a  doze  as  the  sermon  proceeds.  She 
is  unknown  outside  of  her  little  world,  and  her 
name  is  never  seen  in  print  and  never  will  be 
until  her  obituary  is  written.  All  her  life  has  been 
cleanly  and  well  ordered.  She  has  ministered  to 
the  sick,  fed  the  hungry,  and  clothed  the  poor 
with  never  a  thought  of  reward.  She  has  seen  the 
living  die,  and  she  wept  at  the  funeral  of  her 
own  loved  ones,  and  she  has  come  back  to 
the  routine  of  life,  saddened,  but  hopeful,  and  is 
only  waiting  till  the  shadows  fall  athwart  her 
last  day.  And  she  is  waiting  fearlessly  and 
goes  home  gladly. 

And  over  there  is  a  man  who  is  never  heard  in 
debate,  and  who  would    be  utterly  confounded    if 
called    upon    to    stand    up   before   a   crowd    ail 
say  a  few  words.     He  is  not  on  the  list  of  speake 
and  he  would  never  be  thought  of  in    connection 
with    any    public    demonstration.     He    is    not 
candidate  for   the  empty   honors   of  managemer 
And  he  is  never  so  chosen.     But  all  his  life  he  h; 
been   thoroughly   honest   and    upright.     His   word 
is  as  good  as  his  bond.     He  is  at  peace  with  h 
neighbors  and  he  is  not  seeking  the  ragged  garment 
of  public  popularity.    When  there  is  aught  to  bi 


done  he  is  always  there  to  do  his  just  share. 
And  the  poor  know  him  and  bless  him.  He 
does  not  know  that  he  is  doing  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary,  and  he  will  die  as  he  lived,— in  the  well- 
earned  hope  of  a  home  beyond. 

Stand  aside,  man  of  letters,  and  you,  preach- 
er and  so-called  pillar,  off  with  your  hat  and 
do  deference  to  these  when  they  have  passed 
away,  for  they  are  not  only  the  pillars  of  the  church; 
but  they  are  the  very  foundation  stones  on  which 
the  pillars  rest,  and  they  are  what  confound 
the  atheist  and  not  your  rounded  periods  and  your 
eloquence. 

And  they  have  not  been  a  few,  for  on  many  a 
hillside  where  the  long  grass  grows  and  the  bee 
drones  over  the  neglected  flower  their  moss- 
grown  graves  are  numbered  by  the  thousands. 
They  are  not  there,  for  they  have  risen,  and  all  that 
they  dreamed  that  it  might  be  to  them  is  theirs, 
and  more  than  they  hoped  for. 
Lcwisburgh,  Pa. 


ACQUAINTED  WITH  OOD. 

BY   PHEBE    B.    MOORE. 

Have  we  time  to  get  acquainted  with  God? 
This  question  impressed  me  very  forcibly  when 
reading  of  an  aged  father,  who,  after  months 
of  painful  illness,  lay  dying.  As  his  sons  were 
standing  around  him  to  receive  his  parting  coun- 
sel, he  said,  "  Boys,  God  has  been  good  to  me.  He 
given  me  many  friends,  good  children,  a  lov- 
wife,  and  abundant  means;  but  what  I 
thank  him  for  now,  most  of  all,  is  this  long  and 
painful  illness.  Without  it  my  life  would  have 
been  a  failure.  I  should  have  gone  hence  with- 
knowing,  as  I  should,  the  only  thing  worth 
knowing.  Whatever  you  do  or  whatever  you  leave 
undone,  whether  you  make  another  cent  of  money 

not,  take  time  to  get  acquainted  with  God." 

\re  we  acquainted  with  God  whom  we  profess 
to  serve?  Or  are  we  spending  all  our  time  un- 
wisely, with  our  minds  full  of  other  thoughts? 
Perhaps  the  God  we  profess  to  love  may  be  a  far- 
off  acquaintance,  and  would  be  almost  a  stranger 
to  us  were  wc  suddenly  brought  into  His  presence. 
Are  we  hurrying  through  this  busy  world  and 
not  stopping  to  think  how  richly  and  abundant- 
ly God  is  bestowing  his  blessings  upon  us   daily? 

Should  we  not  be  willing  to  sacrifice  time,  or 
even  rejoice  in  our  afflictions,  if  God  so  orders, 
realizing  that  they  may  be  the  means  of  draw- 
ing us  nearer  to  him,  and,  in  the  end,  will  yield  the 
peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness?  It  may  also  be 
well  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  that  our  Heavenly 
Father  is  chastening  us,  not  for  his  pleasure,  but  for 
our  profit,  that  we  may  become  partakers  of  His 
divine  nature. 

Then,  may  we  not  become  more  and  more  like 
God  till  we  are  changed  into  the  same  image  from 
glory  to  glory,  till  the  divine  in  us  outshines  the 
human?  Let  me  suggest  that  we  be  more  thank- 
ful at  all  times  to  our  Maker,  and  keep  in  mind 
the  fact  that  we  have  a  dear  Father  in  heaven, 
and  that  there  is  a  mercy-seat  where  we  can  com- 
mune with  him. 

How  important  it  is  that  we  learn  to  love  him, 
and  linger  long  at  a  throne  of  grace,  in  child- 
like simplicity,  to  talk  with  God  and  ask  Him  for 
what  we  feel  we  need.  It  is,  indeed,  comforting 
to  know  that  God  is  incessantly  speaking  to  us 
and  will  do  much  for  us  if  we  will  but  stop  to 
listen  to  him.  By  so  doing  we  may  become  better 
acquainted  with  him,  and  make  our  hearts  a  de- 
lightful place  for  him  to  dwell,  and  direct  our  ac- 


tion 


i  life. 


Alt.  Morris,  111. 


ORNAMENTS  FORBIDDEN. 
BY    D.   C.    BURKHOLDER. 

Nothing  should  be  worn  simply  because  it  is  the 
fashion.  Rom.  12:  1,  2;  Ex.  23:  2;  2  Cor.  6:  14-18; 
Eph.  4:  17;  1  Pet.  1;  14;  1  John  2:  15-17;  Jude  23. 

Christians  should  not  follow  the  fashions.  Matt. 
5;  J4-16;    Eph.    5;   7-15;   Rev.    1:     20.     Nothing 


should    be    worn    that   is   for  ornament    onl 
Pet.    2:  3.     Read    carefully  and  you  will  see  tt. 
putting  on  of  apparel  for  adorning  is  just  as  plaJ* 
forbidden  as  gold  or  hair  plaiting. 

But  what  is    "putting  on   of  apparel?"     r 
swer,   Those   parts   of    dress   under  the   name  " 
trimmings,  such  as  lace,  fringes,  ruffles,  embroider!' 
ribbons,    braid,    and    strips     of    velvet,    silk 
bright  colors. 

Christian  parents  are  bound  to  refrain  from  m 
ting  ornaments  on  the    dress  of  their  children  a 
much    as   on    their  own.     This  agrees   with  God's 
Word,   if  you    carefully  read  the.  following  scr 
tures;  Gen.  35:   1-4;  Ex.  33:  4-6;    Isaiah  3;  ,^i 

What  do  those  gaudy  trimmings  and  ornament 
upon  your  dress  say  to  every  one  who  meels 
you?  Do  they  not  make  the  impression  that 
you  wish  to  show  off  well?  The  world  understand 
your  testimony  as  you  walk  the  streets.  You  are 
"living  epistles,  known  and  read  of  all  men" 
Some  one  might  say,  "  I  can  afford  to  wear 
these  things;  they  are  my  own;  I  pay  for  them." 
"Ye  are  not  your  own;  for  ye  are  bought  with 
a  price;  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and 
spirit,  which  are  God's."  Rom.  14:  12.  "Thou 
shalt  not  follow  a  multitude  to  do  evil."  Ex.  23:  2 
But  so  many  professed  Christians  and  ministers 
say,  "It  is  not  harmful  to  adorn  the  body." 
"  If  any  preach  any  other  gospel  unto  you  than 
that  you  have  received  let  him.  be  accursed." 
Gal.  1 :  9  Some  say,  "  I  love  God,  and  my  heart  is 
not  set  on  these  ornaments."  It  is  easy  to  say 
so,  but  if  your  ornaments  were  all  stripped  off 
you  would  then  find  it  to  the  contrary.  Let  youi 
attire  be  so  as  to  promote  neatness  and  tidiness,  ir 
simplicity  and  good  taste,— not  slovenly  and  repul 

Christians  (all  those  who  are  Christlike)  arete 
be  followers  of  Christ,— not  of  the  world.  "Ye 
are  not  of  this  world,  but  I  have  chosen  you  out  of 
the  world,  therefore  the  world  hateth  yi 
John  15:  19.  Christ  said,  ■"  Ye  are  the  light  of 
the  world."  It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  ^ajtfj'i 
who  profess  to  be  Christians,  go  hand  in  h^u 
with  the  world.  God's  Word  teaches  us  that  if  we 
want  to  be  Christians  we  must  not  be  unequally 
yoked  together  with  unbelievers.  The  friend- 
ship of  the  world  is  enmity  with  God;  whosoever, 
therefore,  will  be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  the  enemy 
of  God. 

Newburg,  Pa. 


KIND  WORDS. 


SELECTED    BY    LIZZIE    G.    HUMMER. 

Speak  kindly  in  the  morning;  it  brightens  the 
cares  of  the  day  and  makes  the  household  and 
all   other   affairs   move    along   more   smoothly. 

Speak  kindly  at  night,  for  it  may  be  that  before 
the  dawn  some  loved  one  may  finish  h;s  or  her  span 
of  life,  and  it  will  be  too  late  to  ask  forgiveness. 

Speak  kindly  at  all  times.  It  encourages  the 
downcast,  cheers  the  sorrowing,  and  very  likely 
awakens  the  erring  to  earnest  resolves  to  d° 
better,  with  strength  to  keep  them.  Kind  words 
are  balm  to  the  soul.  They  oil  up  the  entire  ma- 
chinery  of   life    and    keep    it    in    running   order. 


"  Many  parents  allow  their  children  to  grow  up 
without  warning  them  of  the  awful  pitfalls  of  in- 
iquity that  lie  in  their  paths  of  future  life.  The 
children  fall  victims  to  secret,  soul-destroying  sins 
and  '  perish  for  lack  of  knowledge,'  because  they 
were  not  warned  of  these  dangers  by  their  parents. 
Too  many  times  their  ability  to  resist  these  awful 
soul-damning  influences  have  been  weakened  by 
the  inherited  sin  of  the  parents.  The  impure 
thoughts  of  the  fathers  and  mothers,  though  kept 
secret,  are  developed  in  the  sons  or  daughters  into 
actions,  bringing  sorrow  and  shame  upon  the  par- 


ents, and  ending  in  destruction  of  both  sou 
body  to  the  children.  'Train  up  a  child  in 
way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will 
depart  from  it.'  " 


1  and 
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From  the  Yellow  Creek  Church,  Ind. 

Our  first  quarterly  council  for  1896  occurred 
Feb.  29.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 
meeting,  but  the  work  was  conducted  as  all  Chris- 
tian business  meetings  should  be.  It  was  decided 
to  choose  two  deacons  sometime  in  the  future  to 
help  those  already  in  office. 

Our  protracted  meeting  began  March  16  and  is 
still  in  progress.  Eight  souls  have  decided  to 
leave  the  world  and  follow  Christ.  Others  are 
counting  the  cost  and  are  almost  persuaded  to 
start  for  heaven  also.  Bro.  P.  W.  Stuckman  is 
conducting  the  meetings.  The  congregation  has 
been  increasing  and  good  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  preached  Word  thus  far.      Irvin  S.  Burns. 

Wakarusa,  Ind.,  March  15. 


From  the  Wabash  Church,  Ind. 

This  church  met  in  quarterly  council  March  27, 
at  1  P.  M.  There  was  a  good  representation  of 
members  at  this  meeting.  The  love  feast  this  year 
will  be  after  harvest.     No  date  has  been  set  yet. 

Bro.  Samuel  Frantz  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
church.  Bro.  J.  W.  Brubaker,  for  several  years 
past,  has  faithfully  served  the  church  in  that  ca- 
pacity and  also  in  the  office  of  deacon,  but  will 
soon,  with  his  family,  move  to  the  Eel  River 
church.  Three  letters  were  given  to  members  of 
their  family.     We  regret  their  departure. 

A  letter  was  also  given  to  a  young  brother  mov- 
ing to  North  Dakota.  Seven  members  were  add- 
ed by  letter  and  gladly  received  by  the  church, 
''tjne  sister  was  received  by  letter  in  January.  Jan. 
no,  after  services  at  the  church,  a  young  man  was 
received  by  baptism,  making,  in  all,  nine  acces- 
sions since  New  Year. 

Delegate  to  Annual  Meeting,  E.  S.  Brubaker; 
alternate,  N.  W.  Crumrine;  to  District  Meeting, 
L.  W.  Pulley,  Samuel  Frantz.  Our  Sunday  school 
opens  the  first  Sunday  in  April.  Bro.  John  Frantz 
was  elected  Superintendent,  Kittie  Hursh. 


have  good  reason  to  hope  that  I  will  not  be  alone 
very  long,  especially  if  we  can  get  Bro.  Wine  to 
preach  for  us  a  few  more  times.  He  certainly 
held  forth  the  Word  of  God  with  ability.  A  few 
tracts  would  be  of  great  benefit,  if  they  could  be 
had  free,  for  I  am  too  poor  to  pay  for  them  my- 
self, and  have  no  help  in  the  work.  If  I  had  a 
few  Gospel  Messengers  for  distribution,  I  know 
that  God  would  bless  the  work. 

Bro.  Wine  came  to  our  place  Feb.  29,  remaining 
until  March  9,  preaching  eleven  sermons.  Our 
meetings  grew  in  interest  all  the  time  and  the  last 
night  the  house  was  full. 

Bunker  Hill  is  on  the  line  of  the  C.  V.  R.  R.,  and 
should  any  of  our  Brethren  be  passing  this   way, 
we   would   be   glad   to  have  them  stop  and  speak 
a  word  for  Jesus.     They  will  be  received  kindly. 
Jacob  Entler. 
March  10. 

From  Llnhamn,  Sweden. 

A  love  feast  was  held  at  Linhamn,  March  1.  It 
was  like  the  occasion  when  Christ  Jesus  and  his  dis- 
ciples ate  their  memorable  last  supper  together  on 
this  earth,  as  our  number  around  the  table  was 
twelve.     It  was  a  feast  to  the  soul,  indeed. 

Bro.  A.  Gustafson,  from  Kjeflinge,  who  has  been 
confined  in  prison  for  three  months,  has  just  re- 
turned home.  He  has  been  with  us  for  about  a 
week,  delivering  some  soul-cheering  sermons. 
While  in  prison  his  faith  has  been  put  to  a  test,  in- 
deed, as  well  as  that  of  our  Bro.  Risberg.  On 
Christmas,  when  Bro.  Gustafson  had  to  spend  some 
lonely  hours  in  prison,  he  felt  much  distressed,  but 
found  conTfort  in  the  thought,  "  Christ  suffered 
more  than  this  for  you. 
The  clouds  were  removed 
they  had  to  suffer,  these  1 
ing  in  Christ,  thanking  hii 
worthy  to  suffer  with  him. 

March  2. 


What    a    consolation! 

While  it  was  sad  that 
ar  brethren  are  rejoic- 
that  they  were  counted 
C.  Anderson. 


From  Sabetha,  Kans. 


A  few  weeks  ago  quite  an  intelligent  looking 
man  came  into  our  church.  His  object  was  to  wor- 
ship with  us.  He  was  of  the  Methodist  faith.  He 
made  some  remarks  at  the  close  of  our  Sunday 
school,  and  seemed  very  earnest,  and  not  only  full 
of  words  but  also  of  the  Spirit.  He  warned  us 
earnestly,  saying  that  the  world  has  swallowed  up 
his  church  almost  entirely,  and  that  it  is  robbing  all 
the  churches  more  or  less.  He  was  glad  to  find  a 
place  where  professors  may  meet,  and  conscienti- 
ously worship,— something  that  he  could  not  do  with 
his  own  people.  Let  us  beware,  brethren,  lest  we, 
too,  be  swallowed  up  by  the  world. 

I  see  a  great  difference  in  the  church  now,  com- 
pared to  what  it  was  when  I  first  learned  to  know 
the  Brethren.  Was  it  right  then,  or  is  it  just  get- 
ting right  now?  This  question  often  crosses  my 
mind.  If  we  are  determined  to  follow  the  world  in 
appearance,  let  us  keep  down  and  back,  where  oth- 
ers will  not  be  influenced  by  us,  but  is  it  not  strange 
that  such  want,  as  a  rule,  to  be  leaders?  May  the 
Lord  help  us  to  watch  and  pray! 

Archie  Van  Dyke 


March 
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From  Bunker  Hill,  W.  V». 


A  glorious  meeting  was  recently  held  by  Bro. 
Wm.  Wine,  of  Winchester,  Va.,  at  the  above  place, 
wifhin  the  bounds  of  the  Berkley  church,  but  at 
th's  place  we  are  quite  isolated,  the  writer  being 
*e  only  member  here.  A  few  members  are  living 
at  a  distance   of  three   miles   and   upward,  but  I 


From  Baltimore,  Md. 

A  new  field  of  work  has  been  opened  up  here 
by  Bro.  James  T.  Quinlan,  at  Locust  Point,  a  part 
of  South  Baltimore,  inhabited  chiefly  by  the  poor- 
er classes,  and  noted  also  as  the  receiving  station 
for  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  emigrants  who, 
every  year,  enter  the  country  at  this  port. 

Here  he  has  rented  a  part  of  the  U.  S.  Emigrant 
House,  a  building  located  in  "  Beer  Block,"  so 
called  because  it  has  the  proud  distinction  of  sup- 
porting twenty  saloons, — more  than  any  other 
block  in  the  city. 

In  this  location  he  proposes  to  engage  in  active 
work  among  the  foreigners,  as  well  as  the  popu 
lation  of  the  Point.  The  latter  amount  to  about  si> 
thousand,  and  as  there  are  only  two  or  three  small 
missions  besides  one  Catholic  church  in  this  section, 
it  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  field  is  both  large 
and  promising.  Bro.  Quinlan  seems  to  be  peculiar- 
ly adapted  for  this  kind  of  work,  and  as  a  result 
of  his  efforts,  we  have  crowds  at  the  meetings, 
which  are  held  every  night  in  the  week,  with  Sun- 
day school  and  preaching  on  Sunday. 

On  Monday  night  of  this  week,  at  least  a  hun- 
dred persons  were  present,  thirty  of  whom  had  to 
stand  during  the  service,  owing  to  lack  of  chairs. 
In  spite  of  this  inconvenience,  however,  the  order 
was  good.  Three  nights  in  the  week  meetings  in 
English  are  held  by  Bro.  Quinlan,  ably  seconded 
by  Bro.  Le  Compte  and  others,  and  on  the  remain- 
ing three  nights  services  in  German  are  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Frederick  Erich.  Sunday  night, 
March  I  Bro.  Wm.  E.  Roop,  of  Westminster, 
preached  the  first  sermon.  A  number  of  sisters, 
some  of  them  coming  from  Woodberry,  ten  miles 
away,  have  been  assisting  with  the  singing. 

The  Boys'  and  Girls'  Bible  School  is  still  main- 
tained at  12  W.  Camden  Street,  and  it  takes  a  large 
part  of  Bro.  Quinlan's  time  to  look  after  the  inter- 
ests of  both  places. 

Any  ministers  passing  through  the  city 
vited  to  stop  off  and 


the  work  and  preach  for 
Joseph  J.  Ellis. 


Working  for  the  Master. 

As  has  been  reported,  our  series  of  meetings  in 
the  Mississinewa  church  closed  with  a  good  inter- 
est. The  church  was  much  revived,  and  we  had 
several  accessions.  We  have  seen  our  dark  days, 
and  rejoice  to  see  the  clouds  disperse,  and  the  sun- 
shine of  God's  pleasure  beam  upon  us.  May  the 
"  Lord  increase  our  faith!  " 

Much  sickness  prevails  in  our  locality.  Feb.  22, 
in  company  with  Eld.  Samuel  Younce,  we  went  to 
the  northern  part  of  our  church  district  to  anoint 
sister  Smith.  She  enjoyed  the  services  much,  and 
we  trust  she  may  be  spared  to  her  little  family. 
Feb.  24,  as  wife  and  I  were  starting  to  Muncie,  a 
brother  came  to  our  home  and  requested  us  to  be 
at  the  church  at  2  P.  M.,  as  there  were  two  wanting 
to  be  received  into  the  church.  We  went  on  to 
town,  returning  in  the  afternoon  to  the  church, 
where  we  met  with  several  of  our  members.  After 
short  services,  we  repaired  to  the  water  where  the 
ordinance  of  baptism  was  administered. 

Feb.  29,  we  met  in  our  regular  quarterly  church 
council.  Much  business  came  before  the  meeting, 
but  all  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  spirit.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  to  have  preaching  in  differ- 
ent places  in  our  home  district.  It  was  also  decided 
to  ask  for  a  co-operation  of  the  churches  adjoining 
Muncie,  and  secure  a  place  to  have  preaching  in 
the  city.  Since  our  Annual  Meeting  was  held 
there,  we  have  received  many  pressing  calls,  but 
there  have  never  been  any  steps  taken.  May  the 
good  Lord  open  up  the  way! 

Brethren  A.  C.  Young  and  Wm.  R.  Miller  will 
represent  our  church  at  District  Meeting  and  the 
writer  at  Annual  Meeting.  We  decided  to  hold 
our  Communion  June  12,  at  10  A.  M.  It  was  also 
agreed  upon  to  cancel  the  appointments  at  our  old 
churchhouse,  and  to  have  preaching  in  Eaton. 
The  old  house  has  served  us  for  many  years.  It 
was  built  in  1857.  To  our  knowledge  but  three  of 
the  members  are  living,  that  were  living  when  the 
Mississinewa  church  was  first  organized.  They  are 
Eld.  John  U.  Studebaker  and  wife,  of  Shideler,  Ind., 
and  Eld.  Geo.  W.  Studebaker,  of  Fredonia,  Kans. 
Eld.  Samuel  Younce  preached  the  last  sermon  in 
the  old  house  March  8. 

Monday,  March  2,  two  men  called  at  our  home, 
with  the  request  that  we  make  haste  to  the  home  of 
Mr.  Henry  Beall,  as  his  wife  was  not  expected  to 
live,  and  wanted  to  be  received  into  the  church.  In 
company  with  wife,  and  sister  Burkey,  we  went  to 
this  home,  some  eight  miles  distant.  We  found 
the  sister  in  a  critical  condition.  Very  slight  hopes 
were  entertained  for  her  recovery  by  her  physi- 
cians. She  stated  her  request  to  me.  When  asked 
if  she  had  faith  enough  to  stand  baptism,  she  an- 
swered very  positively,  "  Yes."  As  soon  as  the 
necessary  preparations  were  made  she  was  bap- 
tized. She  then  rejoiced  in  the  God  of  her  salva- 
tion. She  lived  until  the  following  Friday,  when 
she  again  sent  for  us,  desiring  to  be  anointed.  In 
company  with  Eld.  Younce,  we  went,  but  about  one 
hour  before  we  got  there,  she  passed  into  eternity. 
On  Wednesday  evening,  March  4,  Bro.  Younce 
and  I  were  called  to  anoint  our  aged  sifter  and  eld- 
er's wife— Aunt  Mary  Studebaker.  The  services 
were  solemn  and  impressive.  From  all  appearances 
our  aged  sister  is   not   long  for  this  world. 

Friday  evening,  March  6,  we  were  called  to  the 
home  of  Bro.  Frank  Snider,  whose  wife  desired  to 
be  anointed.  We  were  assisted  by  Bro.  A.  C. 
Young.  Their  child,  two  years  old,  had  died  that 
day.  The  mother's  nerves  gave  way,  and  she 
seemed  to  think  her  time  was  not  long  here.  The 
funeral  of  their  child  was  preached  the  next  day  by 
Samuel  Younce. 

Monday,  March  9,  we  left  home  to  visit  the  mis- 
sion points  of  the  Western  part  of  our  State  Dis- 
trict, previous  to  our  District  Meeting  which  will 
be  held  with  the  Brethren  in  the  Arcadia  church, 
Hamilton  County,  Ind.,  April  I.  This  trip  closes 
our  year's  work  on  the  mission.  The  Lord  only 
knows  what  the  results  of  our  labors  are. 

At  present  I  am  with  the  few  members  at  Eu- 
gene.    I  will  be  at  Williamsport  over  next  Lord's^ 
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Day.  At  Williamsport  there  are  about  thirty-five 
members.  They  are  without  a  resident  minister. 
Williamsport  is  a  pleasant  city,  situated  on  the 
Wabash  River,  in  a  healthy  locality.  Any  c-f  our 
ministering  brethren  wishing  to  change  locations, 
should  write  to  me,  and  I  will  give  them  all  the  in- 
formation I  can.  Geo.  L.  Stuoebaker. 
Shidcler,  Ind.,  March  12. 

From   the   Maple  Spring  Church,  Va. 

We  met  in  council  Feb.  29.  Everything  passed 
off  pleasantly.  At  night  we  met  for  singing. 
March  I,  at  9  A.  M.,  we  met  for  Sunday  school  and 
at  10:  30  for  preaching  by  Eld.  Aaion  Kike.  At  3 
P.  M„  some  of  the  Brethren  met  with  an  afflicted 
sister  to  hold  a  prayer  meeting.  At  night  we  met 
for  singing  and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the 
4th.  Bro.  Albert  S.  Arnold  conducted  the  song 
service  for  us.     We  had  several  other  meetings. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  some  of  the  mem- 
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We  have  at  this  writing,  March  16,  the  deepest 
snow  for  this  winter.  Every  little  twig  seems  to  be 
bent  with  the  weight  of  snow.  Wherever  you  turn 
your  eyes  can  see  the  beautiful  works  of  God's 
hand.     It  is  a  lovely  scene.        Rachel   Weimer. 


have  often  rejoiced  at  the  practice  of  all  attendants 
kneeling  during  prayer.  Old  and  young, — members 
and  non-members, — kneel  with  due  respect  to  our 
God.  We  thank  our  Lord  for  this  excellent  grace 
of  those  who  attend  the  meetings. 

The  Sunday  school,  under  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  Bro.  Geo.  M.  Miller,  is  doing  a  good  work. 
Sister  Ella  Buckwalter,  by  means  of  charts,  relief 
maps  and  blackboard,  is  conveying  wondrous 
truths  to  the  little  boys  and  girls.  Sister  Claudine 
Miller  is  leading  the  young  girls  into  divine  princi- 
ples, while  Sister  Carpenter,  and  brethren  Flory 
and  Myers  uphold  God's  Word  with  grace  and  en- 
ergy. 

The  Bible  School  each  Sunday  evening,  before 
preaching,  is  a  well  of  knowledge  to  those  who  at- 
tend. The  members  in  the  country  also  seem  in 
love  and  zeal  for  Jesus'  holy  way,  and  the  outlook 
all  around  is  full  of  promise.  Truly  the  Lord's 
work  and  cause  in  Southern  California  has  pros- 
pered and  will  prosper  so  long  as  God's  love  is  cher- 
ished and  sought  for.  M.  M.  Eshelman. 


Random  Thoughts. 

—On  this  Lord's  Day  (March  15)  while  the  rain 
is  falling  so  fast  that  we  cannot  attend  Sunday 
school  nor  church,  we  are  afforded  an  excellent  op- 
portunity for  reading  and  reflection. 

— As  the  Messenger  now  comes  to  our  Southern 
home  on  Saturday,  it  furnishes  us  with  excellent 
reading  matter  in  connection  with  God's  Word,  on 
rainy  Sundays. 

— Oh  how  we  would  have  enjoyed  all  the  "  ante- 
cedents thereto,"  of  that  baptismal  scene,  of  the 
three  young  ladies  in  the  Jordan,  as  referred  to  by 
Bro.  H.  B.  B.  in  Messenger  No.  ii.  Sometimes 
children  speak  right  out,  and  thereby  we  get  some 
"  antecedents." 

— To  us  the  Messenger  loses  none  of  its  vital- 
ity on  account  of  its  age,  but  becomes  more  and 
more  interesting.  Those  who  do  not  take  it  cheat 
themselves  out  of  many  spiritual  feasts. 

— Jesus  truly  said,  "When  ye  pray,  say,  Our  Fa- 
ther which  art  in  heaven,"  etc.  But  we  have  never 
read  where  he  said,  "When  ye  pray  let  some  other 
brother  say,  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven."  It 
occurs  to  me  that  the  Brethren  could  make  a  little 
improvement  here  and  sacrifice  no  principle.  We 
make  no  suggestion  to  drop  the  Lord's  Prayer  out 
of  use,  but  let  him  who  prays  in  public  assemblies, 
conclude  with  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  thus  avoid 
any  commotion  in  the  congregation. 

— No  doubt  our  great  Brotherhood  rejoices  over 
the  early  (ruits  of  the  Asia  Minor  Mission,  and  we 
thank  God  for  giving  us  a  man  qualified  for  that 
field.  But  let  no  one  become  despondent  in  refer- 
ence to  the  India  Mission.  Before  our  dear  mis- 
sionaries may  sometimes  arise  almost  unsurmount- 
able  obstacles,  but  faithfulness  and  patience  is  nectes- 
sary.  We  should  not  expect  fruit  until  after  the 
planting,  or  harvest  before  seed  time.  To  make  a 
success  three  things  are  necessary,  grace,  grit,  and 
greenbacks.  The  Lord  furnishes  the  grace  and  we 
should  furnish  the  others.  C.  D.  Hylton. 

Roanoke,  La. 


From  Citronelle,  Ala. 


The  organization  of  a  church  at  Fruitdale  has 
been  delayed  for  sometime,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
serious  illness  of  sister  Neff.  However,  as  she 
seems  to  be  improving  now,  it  may  be  that  Bro. 
Neff  will  soon  be  able  to  give  the  movement  Ihe  at- 
tention it  needs. 

Not  long  ago  a  gentleman  said  to  the  writer, 
''  Can  you  not  come  out  to  Macedonia  and  preach 
for  us  some  time?"  Not  being  willing  to  slight 
this  veritable  Macedonian  call,  we  made  arrange- 
ments to  hold  a  meeting  in  that  neighborhood,  and 
were  very  kindly  received.  N.  R?  Baker. 

Citronelle,  Ala.,  March  p. 


From  Syracuse,  Ind. 


We  met  in  quarterly  council  at  our  large  house 
March  7,  at  10  A.  M.  Bro.  Daniel  Shiyely  presided. 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  harmony.  We  re- 
ceived quite  a  number  by  letter  and  granted  a  num- 
ber of  letters.  The  committee  of  arrangements  [of 
District  and  Ministerial  Meeting  we  presume. —  Ed.] 
have  made  their  report  and  were  honorably  dis- 
charged by  the  church.  This  committee  think  if 
they  could  superintend  the  arrangements  of  Annual 
Meeting,  at  twenty-five  cents  per  meal,  they  could 
turn  over  sixty  per  cent  into  the  hands  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Committee.  At  this  meeting  we  gave  4,600 
meals  at  the  cost  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per  meal. 
Bro.  Davis  Younce  is  very  ill,  this  winter,  insomuch 
that  he  cannot  lie  down  but  must  sit  in  the  chair. 

Bro.  William  Neff,  of  Milford,  Ind.,  just  closed  a 
short  series  of  meetings  at  our  Bethel  house  in 
Syracuse.  Bro.  A.  L.  Neff,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  is 
making  an  effort  to  locate  in  Syracuse.  We  are 
much  in  need  of  a  resident  minister  at  this  place,  as 
we  have  much  opposition.  The  time  appointed  for 
holding  our  spring  love  feast  is  June  25,  at  our 
large  house,  two  miles  northeast  of  Milford  Junc- 

>n.  L.  A.  Neff. 

March  12. 


Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


At  this  writing  Bro.  A.  Hutchison  is  preaching 
in  Tropico,  five  miles  from  this  city.  Here,  in  this 
great  city,  Los  Angeles,  the  work  continues  to  in- 
crease and,  as  Paul  said  to  the  Brethren  at  Thessa- 
lonica,  "  Your  faith  groweth  exceedingly,  and  the 
charity  of  every  one  of  you  all  toward  each  other 
aboundeth."  There  is  not  a  spot  where  this  may 
not  be,  for  "  charity  "  is  better  than  anger  and  ha- 
tred. 

Each  service   is   well   attended,   and   our   hearts 


From  Markleysburg,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa. 

We,  the  Brethren  of  Markleysburg,  are  going  to 
hold  a  District  Meeting  April  29,  and  also  a  love 
feast  on  the  evening  of  the  28th.  All  those  coming 
on  the  train,  will  be  met  and  conveyed  to  the  place 
of  meeting,  and  also  taken  to  the  train  again  when 
they  desire  to  return  home.  Those  wanting  to 
come  will  please  write,  so  we  can  tell  how  many 
conveyances  to  take. 

Those  coming  on  the  train  will  come  to  Somer- 
field  depot.  Any  wanting  to  write  will  address  the 
undersigned  at  Markleysburg,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa. 
Let  all  come  who  can.  Any  desiring  to  come  a  few 
days  previous  to  the  meeting  will  also  write,  stating 
when.  Are  there  not  some  ministering  brethren 
who  will  come  and  spend  a  few  days  with  usf  We 
are  also  going  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings  April  9, 
which  may  possibly  continue  until  our  District 
Meeting.     Brethren,  come  and  see  us! 

Feelyann  Chrise. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

3  is  good  news  from  a  far 

Lanark,  III. — In  the  obituary  notice  in  Messen- 
ger of  March  7,  page  158,  instead  of  "  Mary  Ellen 
Zuck,"  I  meant  to  have  it  read  "  Mary  Ellen 
Hartle,"  as  she  was  living  with  her  husband  at 
time  of  death. — D.  Rowland,  March  14. 

Weyer's  Cave,  Va. — The  Valley  church  met  in 
church-council  March  14,  preparatory  to  District 
Meeting.  All  the  business  before  the  meeting  was 
transacted  in  a  proper  spirit.  A  choice  for  a  min- 
ister fell  on  Bro.  S.  D.  Miller.  We  also  elected 
Bro.  J.  H.  Stover  as  our  Superintendent  for  Sunday 
school. — S.  A.  Driver,  March  16. 

Eagle,  Nebr. — The  Weeping  Water  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  March  7.  Two  have  been  re- 
ceived by  letter  since  our  last  report.  We  decid- 
ed to  have  our  love  feast  June  20.  We  re-organ- 
ized our  Sunday  school  with  brethren  John  Horsh 
and  Moses  Keefer  as  Superintendents.  We  have 
a  Bible  meeting  each  Sunday  evening. — Minnie 
Horsh,  March  13. 

Garrison  Church,  Iowa. — Bro.  Jacob  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  came  to  this  church  Feb! 
22,  and  commenced  preaching  for  us  next  day. 
He  is  still  holding  meetings  at  this  place.  Two 
have  made  the  good  choice  and  have  been  re- 
ceived  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro.  Witmore 
is  an  able  expounder  of  the  Gospel.— Rachel  C. 
Christy,  March  12. 

Batavia,  111.— At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Naper- 
ville  council  it  was  decided  to  build  a  church  in 
Batavia.  It  has  long  been  our  desire  to  possess 
such  a  building.  We  have  held  our  meetings  in 
our  private  houses,  which  is  inconvenient.  Many 
of  the  people  of  Batavia  are  anxious  to  have  us 
build  a  church.  We  hope  to  succeed,  and  that  it 
may  be  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God  and  the 
saving  of  many  souls. — 5.  E.  Netzlcy,  March  16. 

Mercer  Church,  Ohio. — Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman, 
of  Center,  Ohio,  came  to  us,  the  West  Branch  o*- 'i 
the  Mercer  church,  Ohio,  at  Zion,  a  union  house,' 
March  7,  and  began  a  short  series  of  meetings, 
preaching  nine  soul-cheering  sermons  and  one  fu- 
neral. Bro.  Honeyman  did  not  shun  to  preach  the 
true  Gospel.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  two 
members  made  application  to  be  restored  to  fel- 
lowship, which  was  done.—/.  B.  Detrick,  Early, 
Ohio,  Ma-ch  16. 

Coon  River  Church,  Iowa.— We  met  in  regular 
council  March  14.  Considerable  business  was  dis- 
posed of  satisfactorily.  One  brother  was  received 
and  one  restored.  We  appointed  June  20  for  our 
love  feast.  Bro.  John  Fitz  is  our  delegate  to  An- 
nual Meeting,  with  the  writer  as  alternate.  Sis- 
ter Mary  Etter  has  been  quite  sick  with  typhoid 
fever  for  over  six  weeks.  March  9  she  heeded  the 
instruction  of  James  5:  14  and  has  been  gradually 
improving  since  then.—/.  D.  Haughtelin,  Panora, 
Iowa,  March  16. 

Davenport,  Nebr.— This  vicinity  is  in  the  drouth- 
stricken  part  of  Nebraska  and  the  people  have 
been  much  discouraged.  We  have  been  blessed 
with  a  fine  winter.  An  occasional  little  snow  or 
rain  kept  the  wheat  in  fine  condition.  On  Thurs- 
day night  it  commenced  to  snow  and  continued 
until  Saturday  evening.  About  fourteen  to  sixteen 
inches  of  snow  fell,  and  to-day,  March  15,  the  sun 
is  gently'  melting  it  Oh,  how  thankful  we  are  for 
this  blessing!  The  Lord  always  helps  in  time  of 
need. — C.J.  Lichty. 

Macoupin  Creek,  111.— Yesterday  was  the  ap- 
pointed time  to  complete  the  organization  of  our 
Sunday  school.  This  being  done,  our  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  order  supplies.  The  Children  at 
Work  is  to  be  used  this  year  in  preference  to  a  sim- 
ilar paper  we  had  been  using.  Preaching  service 
followed  the  above  work.  Six  were  added  by  let- 
ter. Last  evening  the  writer  began  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  town  of  Girard,— the  second  effort 
of  this  nature  in  the  town.  The  first  was  held  two 
years  ago.  We  now  have  nearly  fifty  members 
living  in  and  near  town.— Michael  Flory,  March  16. 
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Boon  Kiver  Church,  Iowa.— At  our  last  council, 
our  elder,  Harvey  Ikenberry,  requested  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  charge  of  the  Boon  River  church, 
0n  account  of  the  large  amount  of  labor  required 
0f  him  elsewhere.  His  request  was  granted.  Bro. 
S.  M.  Miller,  of  South  Waterloo,  was  chosen  to 
the  oversight  of  this  church.—  Daniel  Aschenbrenner, 
Stilstm,  Iowa. 

Markleysburg,  Pa.— I  began  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  Bethel  church,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  above-named  congregation  March  I,  preach- 
ing each  evening  and  Sunday  morning  since,  until 
March  15,  when  we  closed  our  meetings,  feeling 
greatly  rewarded  for  our  efforts.  As  a  result,  four 
precious  souls  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 
—M.  J-  Weller,  March  16. 

Taneytown,  Md.— Bro.  Jacob  Kurtz,  of  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Feb. 
29,  at  the  Bethel  church,— a  mission  point.  There 
are  but  twelve  members  here,  but  they  are  earnest 
and  willing  workers.  Bro.  Kurtz  preached  thir- 
teen excellent  sermons.  Much  interest  was  mani- 
fested. The  attendance  was  the  best  we  have  had. 
Three  dear  souls  made  application  for  member- 
ship. Quite  a  number  are  almost  persuaded.  The 
meeting  was  closed  on  account  of  a  snow-storm. 
We  will  have  more  meetings  later. —  W.  E.  Forney. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members  met 
in  quarterly  council  March  12.  Considerable  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting,  but  all  was  disposed 
of  in  the  right  spirit.  We  appointed  our  Com- 
munion meeting  for  June  17,  at  10  A.  M.  Bro. 
D.  P.  Shively  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting  and  brethren  Isaac  Shepler  and  Daniel 
P.  Nead  are  our  delegates  to  District  Meeting. 
Bro.  D.  P.  Klepinger  was  chosen  Sunday  school 
Superintendent.  We  will  reorganize  the  school 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  April.— IK  B.  Dailey,  Peru, 
Ind.,  March  13. 

Washington  Creek  Church,  Eans. — Our  coun- 
cil occurred  March  7.  Considerable  business  came 
'before  the  church  and  was  disposed  of  in  a  sat- 
isfactory manner.  Brethren  Wm.  Weybright  and 
J".  C.  Metsker  are  our  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing, and  J.  E.  Hilkey  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting.  We  decided  to  organize  a  Sunday  school. 
Bro.  Wm.  Stutsman  was  elected  Superintendent 
and  W.  Postma,  Assistant.  We  use  the  Brethren's 
Quarterlies  and  Sunday  School  Song  Book  in  our 
school  and  think  they  are  the  best  in  use.  The 
mission  work  was  also  remembered  and  J.  F.  Mets- 
ker was  appointed  general  solicitor  for  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions. — /.  L.  Hoover,  Alfred,  Kans., 
March  13. 

Landessville  Church,  Ind. — Last  Saturday  was 
our  regular  quarterly  council.  Considerable  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting  and  was  pleasantly 
disposed  of.  The  writer  was  selected  Superintend- 
ent of  our  Sunday  school.  Bro.  John  Pulley  and 
the  writer  were  elected  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing. Several  papers  were  sent  to  District  Meet- 
ing, but  none  intended  for  Annual  Meeting.  An- 
other dear  sister  was  added  to  the  church  by  bap- 
tism, last  Sunday,  in  the  City  of  Marion,  which  is 
a  part  of  our  congregation.  This  makes  three 
since  Feb.  1.  We  have  no  churchhouse  in  the 
city,  but  need  one  badly.  Meetings  are  held  at 
the  private  houses  of  the  members.— D.  B.  Garber, 
Landess,  Ind.,  March  II. 

Rome  Church,  Ohio. — The  members  of  this  con- 
gregation held  their  quarterly  council  March  14. 
Love  and  union  were  the  order  of  the  session. 
We  have  appointed  our  spring  love  feast  June 
■3  and  14.  We  elected  our  delegates  both  to  Dis- 
trict and  Annual  Meeting,  Eld.  L.  H.  Dickey 
represents  us  in  Annual  Meeting,  brethren  Joseph 
Robison  and  S.  B.  Thomas  in  District  Meeting. 
We  send  one  query  to  District  Meeting.  Two 
dear  ones,— husband  and  wife,— were  received  into 
the  fold  by  baptism  at  a  recent  series  of  meet- 
ings, conducted  by  Bro.  C.  L.  Wilkins  at  our 
feasant  Grove  house.  "  The  Lord  be  praised  for 
his  wonderful  love  toward  the  children  of  men." 
—Maggie  A.  Dickey,  March  16. 
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Indian  Creek,  Pa.— Bro.  D.  H.  Walker  came  to 
us  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  22  and  began  a  series  of 
meetings  preaching,  in  all,  ten  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. There  were  no  accessions  to  the  church,  but 
we  hope  good  impressions  were  left  on  the  hearts 
of  the  people  at  this  place.— Alice  Frcidline. 

Dunlap,  Kans.— The  Cottonwood  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Saturday,  March  14,  with  Bro.  J. 
D.  Trostle  as  Moderator.  We  received  three  by 
letter,  and  also  dismissed  two  by  letter.  All  busi- 
ness passed  off  in  a  spirit  of  love.  Bro.  G.  W. 
Weddle  is  our  delegate  to  District  Meeting,  and 
Bro.  Jas.  A.  Stouder  to  Annual  Meeting.  Sister 
Mary  F.  Eldridge  is  our  Messenger  correspondent 
for  the  ensuing  year.— John  G.  SargenJ,  March  20. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Md.— The  members  of  the 
Pipe  Creek  congregation  met  in  quarterly  council 
March  7.  Considerable  business  was  transacted. 
Brethren  D.  J.  Roop  and  Alfred  Englar  were  chos- 
en delegates  to  the  District  Meeting,  which  will  be 
held  at  Sams  Creek  church,  April  21.  We  expect 
Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings,  in 
the  Union  Bridge  church,  this  congregation,  April 
18.  Our  lovefeast  will  be  held  May  23  and  24  — 
Rachel  A.  Pfoutz,  Linwood,  Md.,  March  10. 

Oakland  Church,  Md.— The  members  here  met 
in  council  March  14.  A  move  was  made  to  ad 
vance  a  brother  to  the  full  ministry.  The  writer 
was  elected  delegate  to  District  Meeting.  The 
church  sends  one  query,  one  petition  and  a  request. 
The  propriety  of  building  a  churchhouse  in  the 
Town  of  Oakland  was  duly  considered,  and  we 
trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  brethren 
and  sisters  of  that  place  will  have  a  churchhouse, 
as  it  is  very  much  needed.  We  had  preaching  on 
the  evening  of  the  council  by  James  Beeghley,  of 
Accident,  Md.,  on  Sunday  by  Eld.  T.  B.  Digman. — 
/.  0.  Thompson,  Kearney,  Md.,  March  iS. 

Pleasant  Grove,  Ohio. — We  just  closed  a  very 
interesting  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Charles  Wilkins,  of  Harrod,  Ohio,  commencing 
Feb.  23,  and  closing  March  8.  He  delivered,  in 
all,  twenty-three  sermons,  and  one  funeral  dis- 
course of  an  aged  pioneer  of  this  County.  Two 
precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and 
were  baptized.  Bro.  Wilkins  made  many  warm 
friends  while  here,  and  though  there  were  but  two 
that  had  the  courage  to  come  out  and  work  for 
the  Master,  there  are  several  that  are  counting 
the  cost.  I  think  they  will  be  gathered  into  the 
fold  not  many  days  hence.— Joseph  S.  Robison,  Carey. 
Ohio,  March  10. 

Heizer,  Kans. — March  14,  the  members  of  the 
Walnut  Valley  church  held  their  quarterly  council. 
The  business  that  came  before  the  meeting  was 
conducted  in  a  Christian  spirit.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  held  May  2,  commencing  at  2  o'clock.  The 
church  sends  two  delegates  to  District  Meeting  and 
one  to  Annual  Meeting.  Bro.  Keller  was  with  us 
over  Saturday  and  Sunday  and  preached  three  in- 
teresting and  instructive  sermons.  On  Saturday 
after  the  council  two  young  sisters  united  with  the 
church.  Our  prayer  is  that  others  may  follow  the 
good  example.  Last  Wednesday  evening  our  Sun- 
day school  was  reorganized  for  six  months.  Our 
school  has  continued  through  the  winter  with  a 
good  attendance.— Leonard  Clapper. 

Markleysburg,  Pa.— The  Brethren  convened  in 
council  Saturday.  March  14.  One  was  baptized 
and  one  reclaimed.  We  also  agreed  to  commence 
a  series  of  meetings  at  Markleysburg  April  9.  For 
the  benefit  of  our  brethren  of  Western  Pennsylvania 
I  will  state  that  our  District  Meeting  will  be  held  in 
this  congregation  April  29,  at  9  A.  M.  Delegates 
and  others,  expecting  to  attend,  will  come  the  day 
before.  They  will  change  cars  at  Confluence,  Pa  ,  for 
Somerfield,  where  they  will  be  met  and  conveyed 
to  place  of  meeting,  by  notifying  the  writer  in  am- 
ple time,  that  we  may  provide  conveyances  accord- 
ingly An  effort  will  be  made  to  get  a  reduced 
r'atY  of  fare  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
to  Somerfield.  Eld.  C.  G.  Lint,  of  Meyersdale,  has 
the  matter  in  hand.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  the 
evening  before  District  Meeting.-Jasper Barn/house. 


A  Correction.— In  your  issue  of  March  14  in  my 
article,  under  the  head  "  Salt,"  I  said  "  Carbonate  of 
Sodium."  It  should  be  Chloride  of  Sodium.  The 
mistake  likely  is  my  own. — W,  R.  Decter. 

Notice.— The  churches  of  the  Brotherhood  are 
hereby  notified  not  to  receive  a  certificate  given  in 
favor  of  Harvey  Shrock  until  correspondence  is  had 
with  the  Pine  Creek  church,  111.,  whose  elder  is  E. 
Forney,  Pine  Creek,  l\\.—By  order  of  the  church, 
John  Hechnan,    Clerk. 

Black  Swamp,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of  Feb.  28 
Bro.  D.  D.  Thomas,  of  Williamstown,  Ohio,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  here  at  the  Walnut 
Grove  church  and  closed  March  16,  having 
preached  thirty  sermons.  The  meetings  were  well 
attended  with  the  exception  of  one  stormy  evening, 
and  the  attention  was  good.  The  church  here  has 
been  strengthened  and  much  encouraged  to  go  on 
in  the  good  work. — Catharine  Garner,  Cummings, 
Obio,  March  iy. 

Koontz  Church,  Pa.— We  have  just  closed  a  se- 
ries of  meetings.  Bro.  George  Rairigh  came  to  us 
on  the  evening  of  Feb.  22,  and  labored  earnestly  in 
the  Master's  cause  until  the  evening  of  March  15. 
Seven  precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side 
and  four  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism  and 
three  reclaimed.  Others  were  counting  the  cost. 
We  also  reorganized  our  Sunday  school  for  the 
summer.  The  school  elected  Bro.  Herman  Guyer 
as   Superintendent. — Rhoda  Brumbaugh,  March    18. 

Pine  Creek,  111.— This  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  March  19.  A  large  amount  of  business 
came  before  the  meeting  and  all  was  disposed  of 
with  general  unanimity.  Delegates  were  chosen  for 
Annual  Meeting  and  District  Meeting,— E.  Forney 
for  Annual  Meeting,  and  C.  Barnhizer  and  D.  R. 
Price  for  District  Meeting.  Our  two  Sunday 
schools  were  provided  with  officers  for  one  year. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  select  and  plant 
trees  in  our  churchyard. — John  Hechnan,  Match  20. 

Cando,  N.  D.— On  Sunday,  March  15,  we  met  for 
worship  in  the  town  hall  at  Cando,  where  we  met  a 
number  of  brethren  and  sisters,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Virginia,  among  whom  is  Bro.  S.  L.  Boon 
and  family.  Bro.  Frank  Wheeler,  of  Rockton, 
Iowa,  preached  for  us  from  I  Kings  10:  [8,  [9,  20, 
followed  by  remarks  by  Eld.  Tobias  Myers,  of 
Sheldon,  Iowa.  Bro.  Myers  also  preached  for  us 
on  Monday  afternoon  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Judson 
Beckwith,  where  we  had  met,  by  previous  arrange- 
ments, for  singing  school.  How  it  cheers  the  saint- 
ed soul  to  associate  with  those  old  veterans  of  the 
cross!— 5.   W.  Burklwrt,  March  17. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  G.  W.  Ar- 
mentrout,  one  of  the  home  ministers,  began  a 
series  of  meetings  Feb.  14.  Two  were  received 
by  baptism  the  22nd.  The  meetings  continued 
until  the  evening  of  the  26th.  Eld.  S.  Z.  Sharp, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th 
began  a  Bible  normal,  continuing  one  week.  The 
work,  although  new  to  most  of  us,  was  highly 
appreciated  by  all.  It  awakened  a  great  interest 
in  systematic  Bible  study.  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  on  Saturday,  the  28th.  Bro.  Sharp  acted 
as  moderator.  All  business  passed  off  pleasantly. 
The  Lord  bless  the  sowing  everywhere,  and  the 
harvest  will  bring  joy  to  our  hearts!— Ida  M.  Hud- 
son, March  p. 

Shoal  Creek,  Mo.— The  members  met  in  quar- 
terly council  March  7.  Bro.  C.  Holderman,  who 
has  care  of  this  church,  was  present.  Consider- 
able business  was  transacted,  in  a  spirit  of  love. 
Several  members  were  received  by  letter,  and  two 
others  will  hand  in  their  letters  soon.  Bro.  I.  G. 
Harris  -was  chosen  to  represent  us  at  District 
Meeting;  also  at  Annual  Meeting.  Our  Sunday 
school  has  been  kept  up  during  this  winter.  We 
have  song  service  every  Sunday  night  and  Bible 
school  each  Tuesday  night,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Bro.  T.  A.  Robinson.  One  was  received 
by  baptism  at  our  quarterly  meeting,  and  we  be- 
lieve others  will  come  soon.  Bro.  Wm.  Harvey, 
of  Jasper  City,  will  hold  some  more  meetings  for 
us  in  April.— iff  Harader,  Pioneer,  Mo.,  March  II. 
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Bear  Creek  Church,  Md.— We  met 
in  quarterly   council    March    5.     0 
elder,  S.  A.  Miller,  presided.     All  bu 
iness  was  disposed  of  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.     It  was    decided    to  hoi 
series   of  meetings,  commencing  May 
16  and  closing  with  Communion  serv 
ices  May  23.    We  also  decided  to  or- 
ganize a  Sunday  school  March  29 
/.  A.  Spcichcr,  Accident,  Md. 

Blue  River  Church,  Ind. — Our  first 
quarterly  council-meeting  for  1896 
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for  us.  There  was  one  baptized  last 
month.  We  need  a  minister  very 
much.  There  are  many  calls,  and  I 
hope  that  some  one  who  reads  this 
will  think  of  us  and  come  to  our  aid. 
Hundreds  of  people  are  coming  here, 
but  not  one  brother. — Lyman  Turner, 
March  10. 

Yellow  Creek  Church,  111.— This 
church  met  in  quarterly  council 
March  7.  Some  very  important  bus- 
iness came  before  the  meeting,  but 
was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like 
manner.  Bro.  D.  B.  Eby  represents 
this  church  at  our  next  Annual  Meet- 
ing and  brethren  H.  H.  Keltner  and 
John  Wingart  at  District  Meeting. 
One  petition  goes  to  District  Meeting 
from  here.  We  decided  to  hold  a 
love  feast  June  16  and  ij.—L.  E.  Kelt- 
ner, Pearl  City,  III.,  March  16. 

Hudson,  111. — We  are  having  excel- 
lent winter  weather.  Up  to  this  time 
health  is  quite  good.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  "  evergreen  "  and  quite  in- 
teresting. Our  preaching  service  is 
fairly  well  attended  also.  At  our 
council-meeting  we  appointed  two 
solicitors  for  better  carrying  out  the 
matter  of  raising  funds  for  the  various 
missions  in  the  Brotherhood.  We  al- 
so took  up  a  collection  for  the  Ar- 
menians, to  all  of  which  the  church 
responded  freely.—  Thomas  D.  Lyon. 


who  handed  little  Welsh  Mary  her  first  Bible. 
Address,  John  D.  Wattles  &  Co.,  1031  Walnut 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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Spring    church, 


MOYER-BYLAND.-At  the  home  of  the 
undersigned,  near  Neutral,  Kans.,  March  8, 
1&96,  Harvey  Moyer  and  Flora  Byland,  both 
of  Cherokee  County,  Kans. 

A.  B.  LlCHTENWALTER. 

BRUBAKER— BRUBAKER.— At  the  resi- 
dence of  the  officiating  clergyman,  Los  Ange- 
les, Cal.,  March  4,  1896,  by  Eld.  J.  S.  Flory, 
Bro.  Samuel  J.  Brubaker  and  sister  Mary  A, 
Brubaker,  both  of  Little  Rock,  Los  Angeles 


•  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

"  Blessed  me  the  <k;id  which  diein  the  Lore1 


-»• OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED 

The  New  York  Independent  for  March  5 
contains  seventeen  well-prepared  articles  on 
the  Turkish  and  Armenian  question,  that  will 
give  more  light  on  the  subject  than  any  one 
documeni  now  in  print.  Those  wishing  re- 
liable information  along  this  line  may  do  well 
to  send  five  cents  for  that  issue,  addressing. 
Independent,  130  Fulton  Street,  New  York. 
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of  barefoot  tramping  over  the 
flinty  roads  of  Wales,  and  the  expenditure  of 
six  years'  savings,  may  seem  to  be  an  unusual 
price  to  pay  for  a  copy  of  the  Bible.  The 
story  of  how  a  little  Welsh  girl,  one  hundred 
years  ago,  came  to  pay  that  for  her  Bible,  and 
how  the  incident  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
the  world-honored  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  is  told  by  Dr.  William  Wright,  the 
present  warm-hearted  and  scholarly  Editorial 
Secretary  of  the  Society,  in  The  Sunday  School 
Times  of  March  7.  Dr.  Wright,  of  whose  fas- 
cinating book,  "The  Brontes  in  Ireland  "  Sir 
Walter  Besant  said  "no  novel  of  the  'year 
equals  it  in  interest,"  is  just  such  a  man  per- 
sonally as  one  might  imagine  the  genial  Thom- 
as Charles,  of  Bala,  to  have  been,— the  man 


SN1VELY— At  her  home,  near  Waynesbo- 

1,  Pa.,  March  6,  1896,  Mrs.  Eliza  Belle  Snive- 

ly,  aged  27  years,  1  month  and  3  days.    She 

a  strong  desire  to  come  to  the  church  and 

dressing  plainly  for  some  time,  but  was 

ing  on  her  husband,  not  thinking  the  suin- 

s  should  come  so  soon.    She  leaves  a  sor- 

ng  husband  and  two  little  children.    Serv- 

on  Sunday,  at   Price's  church  to  a  very 

of  friends  and  neighbors,  from 

assisted  by  the  Antietam  ministry. 

n  the  cemetery  adjoining. 

W.  A.  Anthony. 
BARR— At  his  home,  near  Waynesboro, 
Pa.,  March  3,  1896,  Bro.  Benjamin  F.  Barr, 
aged  48  years,  4  months  and  23  days.  During 
his  last  earthly  days  he  suffered  much  but 
bore  it  all  with  Christian  patience.  He  was 
a  lc/ing  man  to  his  family,  and  will  be  much 
missed  by  them,  as  also  by  the  church,  in 
which  he  served  long  as  a  deacon.    Thus  one 
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years  and  5  days.    She  was 
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al  services  by  Eld.  Jacob  Witmore, 
son,  Kans.,  from  Judg.  3:20.  She 
aged  husband,  three  sons  and  one 
Rachel  C.  Christy. 
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EILER.— In  the  Mississin 
vare  Co.,  Ind.,  March  n,  V 
lien   Eiler,  daughter  of  Bi 
liza  McConkey,  and  beloved  wife  of  Calvin 
F.  Eiler,  aged  40  years  and  3  days.     She  was 
born  in  Blackford  County,  Ind.,  March  8,  1856, 
united    with    the    German    Baptist    Brethren 
church    Dec.    II,    1877.     She  was   married    to 
Calvin  F.  Eiler  June  12,  1881.    She  was  the 
nother  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  pre- 
eded   her  to   the  spirit  world.     She  leaves  a 
husband  and   seven  small  children.     Funeral 
the  Union  Grove  house,  by 
Eld.  I.  J.  Howard,  of  Hartford  City  church,  as- 
sisted by  the  home  ministry,  from  2  Cor.  5: 1. 
Lula  Younce. 

SNIDER.  — In  the  Mississinewa  church, 
elaware  Co.,  Ind.,  March  4,  1896,  Marshall 
Ray,  son  o(  Bro.  Frank  and  sister  Snider,  aged 
year,  8  months  and  27  days.  Funeral  at  the 
ouse,  by  Eld.  Samuel  Younce,  from  Job  14: 1. 

Lula  Younce. 
BOWMAN.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Red  Oak 
irove  church,  Floyd  Co.,  Va.,  Feb.  24,  1896, 
ister  Polly  Bowman,  aged  66  years,  10  months 
nd  9  days.  She  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  thirty  years.  She 
leaves  three  children.  Her  husband  died 
about  the  beginning  of  the  late  rebellion  and 
left  to  battle  through  life  as  best  she 
'ith  her  three  little  children,  but  she 
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YOUNG.  — In  thi 
near  Watson  Station,  Ohio,  Oct.  13,  1895.  sis- 
ter Sarah  Alice  (Brenneman)  Young,  aged  41 
years,  1  month  and  19  days.  Deceased  was 
born  in  Ashland  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  24.  1854. 
She  united  with  the  German  Baptist  church 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  She  was  mar- 
ried to  Bro.  William  Young  Oct.  18,  1877. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  two  children. 
In  her  last  illness  she  called  for  the  elders  and 
was  anointed.  She  died  in  the  triumphs  of 
a  living  faith.  Funeral  services  conducted 
by  Eld.  L.  H.  Dickey,  from  Ps.  8:4. 

Maggie  A.  Dicke1 

BOWERS. —  In  the  Rome  congregati 
Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  March  3,  1806,  sister  Mary 
Bowers  (nee  Renchler),  aged  77  years,  J 
months  and  24  days.  Deceased  was  born  ir 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.  She  was  married  tc 
Bro.  Samuel  Bowers.  This  union  was  blessec 
with  eleven  children.  Her  husband  and  thret 
children  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world 
She  was  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  church  for  about  fifty-six  years 
and  died  in  the  hope  of  a  glorious  immortal- 
ity. Funeral  services  by  Eld.  L.  H.  Dickey, 
from  Jer.  12:5.  Interment  in  the  Independ- 
ence cemetery.  Maggie  A.  Dickey. 

PETRY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Price's 
Creek  church,  Ohio,  March  10,  1896,  Bro. 
Michael  M.  Petry,  aged  61  years  and  24  days. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  church  for  thirty- 
seven  years,  and  served  in  the  deacon's  office 
for  fourteen  years.  Bro.  Petry  certainly  was 
a  consecrated  Christian,  always  ready  to  do 
all  he  possibly  could  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 
He  leaves  a  faithful  wife  and  twelve  children. 
One  little  daughter,  ten  years  old,  has  gone 
before.  Bro.  Petry  had  the  privilege  of  see- 
ing ten  of  his  children  become  members  of 
the  church.  He  was  a  lover  of  good  singing 
and  had  a  talent  in  that  line.  He  came  home 
from  a  meeting  where  he  had  labored  hard  for 
the  good  of  souls,  only  to  take  his  bed  and, 
after  a  sickness  of  only  five  weeks,  go  to  his 
eternal  home.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Tobias  Krider  and  Joseph 
Longanecker,  from  Philpp.  1:21.  He  was 
nted  a  few  days  before  his  death,  in  com- 
pliance with  his  last  request, 

George  H.  Petry. 

WINGER.— At  her  nephew's  home,  near 
Celina,  Ohio,  March  10,  1896,  Anna  Winger, 
aged  90  years  and  10  days.  She  was  buried 
at  Yorkshire,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  Bro.  B.  F.  Honeyman,  assisted  by  the 
writer,  from  Ps.  103: 13-16.       J.  B.  Detrick, 

PAULUS.— Within  the  bounds  of  the  Mt. 
Zion  church,  Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
1896,  Sarah  Alice  Paulus,  daughter  of  Bro. 
Henry  and  sister  Elizabeth  Paulus,  aged  11 
years,  6  months  and  15  days,  A  brief  life,  yet 
ery  full  of  pain.     Text,  Matt.  18:  3. 

E.  LOOMIS. 

SIDEL, — In    Fostoria,    Rome  church,  Ohio, 
>ec.  17,  1895,  sister  Sarah  Sidel,  aged  78  years, 
months  and  29  days.     Sister  Sidel  was  born 
June  18,  1817,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Mary  Price.     She 
1   Ohio   in    1834  and  was  married  to 
David  F.  Griffin.    Three  children  were  born 
them.     She  was  left  a  widow  in  1849;  mar- 
ried   Jacob    Sidel    in    1850,   who   died  in  1890. 
She  then  remained  a  widow  until   her  death, 
the  mother  of  eight  children,  all  be- 
longing  to    some    church.    She    united    with 
the  church  when  twenty  years  old,  and  was  a 
:voted  member    until    her    death.     Funeral 
rvices  by  the  writer,  from  Ps.  116:15. 

J.  C,  Witmore, 

CLAYTOR.— At  Pleasant  Hill,  in  the  Mid- 
dle River  congregation,  Va.,  March  7,  1896, 
0.  William  Claytor,  aged  84  years,  5  months 
d  4  days.  He  was  afflicted  for  nearly  eight 
d  one-half  years.  Most  of  the  time  he 
uld  not  lie  down  on  account  of  a  smother- 


DcLuascd 


UntV.  Pa., 
Parents, 

e  resid- 
the  age 
was 


ing    sensation.     He    bore    his    affliction    with 
Christian    patience.     He  was    anointed    some 
irs  ago,  and  got  so  he  could  go  about,  and 
church  some,  but  for  a  good  while  he  could 
E  get  away  from  home.     He  grew  worse  and 
called    again    to   be   anointed,   which  was  at- 
tended to.     He  leaves  a  companion  {a  sister), 
and  a  large  family  of  children,  who  are  most- 
ly  in    the   Brethren    church.     Funeral  from  2 
Tim.  4:6-8.  J.  M.  Cline. 

TOMER,— In  the  bounds'  of  the  Tuscara- 
was church,  Ohio,  Feb.  25,  1896,  sister  Nancy 
Tomer,  aged  90  years,  8  months  and  23  days. 


Lancaster  Co 
In  i8l6she  came,  with  hei 
County,  Ohio,  where  ! 
ed  until  death.  She  was  married  a 
of  eighteen,  to  John  Tomer.  This  1 
blessed  with  nine  children,  five  of  them sl'ii 
living.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  tb 
Brethren  church  for  sixty-five  years.  Fun  ^ 
al  sermon  by  Bro.  Quincy  Leckrone  and  the 
writer.  Reuben  Shroyer. 

GREGORY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Mt  t 
cburch,  Ohio,  Feb.  21,  1896,  sister  Elizkbcft 
Gregory,  aged  93  years,  10  months  and  1  dav 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children.  Her  hii 
band  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  land  about 
thirty  years  ago.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church  for  many  years.  Funeral 
sermon  by  the  writer,  to  a  large  concourse  of 
people.  Interment  in  the  Harrisburg  ceme- 
tery. Reuben  Shroyer. 

CHROWL.  — In  the  Washington  Creek 
church,  Douglas  Co.,  Kans.,  March  2,  1806 
Devolt  Chrowl,  aged  75  years,  10  months  and 
1  day.  Deceased  was  born  in  Miami  County 
Ohio,  May  i,  1820.  Aug.  20,  1840,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Catharine  Hullinger,  who  died  May 
ig,  1886.  Eleven  children  had  been  born  to 
them,  three  of  whom  have  preceded  him  to 
the  future  world.  He  had  been  making  his 
home  for  the  past  four  years  with  his  son 
S.  H.  Chrowl,  near  Overbrook,  Kans.  He  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
for  more  than  fifty  years.  During  his  sick- 
ness, last  spring,  he  was  anointed.  Funeral 
was  held  at  the  Appanoose  church  March 
4,  by  Eld.  Daniel  B.  Barnhart,  assisted  by 
elders  Josiah  Rinhart  and  A.  Flora,  of  the 
Old  Order  Brethren.  Text,  2  Tim.  4:6-9. 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Appanoose  ceme- 
tery. Emma  Chrowl. 

GOTWALS.— In  the  Painter  and    Ludlow 

Creek  church,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  12,  1896, 

of  neuralgia,    Bro.    Adam    Gotwals,  aged  79 

rs,  5  months  and    15    days.     Bro.  Gotwals 

loved  from  Berks  County,  Pa.,  about  two 

rs  ago.    He  faithfully  served  the  church 

the  office   of  deacon    for  thirty-five  years. 

ling  his  end   was   near,  he  called  for  the 

;rs  and   was   anointed    a   week   before  he 

died.     He  stood  identified  with  the  Old  Order 

Brethren.     Funeral    from    Rev.    14:  12,    it   by 


SANDIG.— In   the   Golden  Springs  church, 
Nebr.,  March  3,  1896,   of   consumption,   sister 
Mary    Sandig,   aged    50  years,   3  months  and 
28  days.     Deceased  was  born  in  Patan,   Ger- 
many, 1845,  and  emigrated   with   her  parents 
to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Indiana.     From 
there  they  moved  to  Burt  County,  Nebr.,  and 
in    1862   she  married  F.   E.  Sandig.     Our  be- 
loved sister  was  an  earnest  and  faithful  work- 
n  the  church,  and  her  smiling  countenance 
I   be    much   missed.     She    leaves    an    aged 
husband  and  an  adopted  child.     Funeral  serv- 
es by   Eld.  G.   W.   Stambaugh,  from  Mark 
:  8,  to  a  large  and  sympathetic  audience. 
Jesse  E.  Him  ler. 

BYERS.— In  the  Aughwick  church,  Pa.,  ' 
ib.  20,  1896,  Bro.  Martin  Byers,  aged  66 
ars,  8  months  and  g  days.  He  leaves  a  wife 
,d  seven  children.  Bro.  Byers  was  sexton  of 
e  church   for   many  years,  and  was  always 

found  at  his  post  of  duty.  He  will  be  greatly 
issed  by  the  church.     Services  by  Bro.  James 

Lane  to  a  large  congregation. 

WOGAM— In  the  Aughwick  church,  Pa., 
March  3,  1896,  sister  Serena  Maud  Wogani, 
aged   26  years,   3   months    and    3  days.    Her 

other  died  while  Maud  was  yet  a  child. 

W.  S.  Long. 

KROUP— In  the  bounds  of  the  Tuscarawas 
church,  Ohio,  May  9,  1896,  Elizabeth  Kroup, 
aged  79  years,  9  months  and  24  days.  She 
igrated  to  America  in  1841,  to  Stark  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  she  lived  until  her  death. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living.  She  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Amish  church  for  sixty-five  years.  Fu- 
neral sermon  by  friend  Yoder,  of  the  Amisb 
church,  and  the  writer.  Interment  in  tbe 
Brethren's  cemetery.         Reuben  SHROYER. 

BOWMAN.— In  the  St.  Joseph  congrega- 
tion and  city  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  March 
4,  1896,  friend  John  L.  Bowman,  aged  60  years, 
4  months  and  8  days.  He  leaves  a  wife  (who 
sister  in  the  church),  and  two  sons.  Fu- 
1  services  by  Eld.  George  D.  Zollersand 
writer.  H.  W.  KkibghbauM. 


March 
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'TTaNNOUNCEMENTS  a  * 


DISTRICT  nEETINGS. 

Brn  District  of  Indiana,  In  the  Ar- 
r»"  -  »hiirch    i)''i'r    A  r.u.Un,     Hamilton     (Jo., 
■;!,l,!''  v'/ni-U'i'inl  lm't'tiny  tin.  day  before. 
Middle  District  of  Indiana,  Mextcoohuroh, 
..  a  a.  M..  Dlstrlot  Meeting  of  North, 


In 
Apiiirn'lK»,'!1,ls 


1'll'flSUIlt 


milei 


eat  of  Lawrence,  Kans, 

,/nnd  17.  District  M"etlne"f  the  Second  Dls- 

^ViotSr  Virginia  in  the  Mt.  Zion  church,  Page 

C]°Ifi  District  of  Maryland  in  the  Long  Meadow 

'^"atO-WA.  M.,  Eastern  Dlstrlot  of  Mary- 

Apr'1  '■'    ,      h,.   Sinn-,   i~[VMit    m.'.'Unghotise.    An 

1,111   J-  nn   rroin    I'"'  chunln-.  KdVsired.  reln- 

u?Jia\  ivtuiest  (<»r  Annual  Meeting  in  MOT. 

inril  "1.  District  of  Northwestern    Kansas   and 

iPS0rthern  Colorado, at  Portia,  Knns.,  In  the  M. 

„"LUDl8triot   Meeting    of  Northern    Illinois 
"Sid*  Wl«onc,^m|n  oitnhe  (  Waddaort      Cirove 

ng  at'l  P.  M, 
District 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

For  26  centa  we  will  send  postpaid  a  full  50 
mt  size  package  or  Vlotor  Liver   Syrup   Com- 
pound (herb  form)  containing  the  medical  proper- 
of  a  full  size  11.00  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup. 
11  March  1,  1896,  we  muke  a  special  low  ofler  to 
who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.    Write  now 
the  offer,  etc.    Three  cents  in  stamps  will  get 
a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
a  Frederick  Almanao  for  1896,  now  ready. 
Yours  very  truly. 

Victor  Remedies  Co., 


,\pnl  ■■■ 


Missouri  an 

,  District  of  Southern  Ohio, 
ek  church,  Clarke  Co.,  Ohio. 
ne  the  day  before  at  2  P.  M. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

0  A.  M.,  Hickory  Grov 
),  Abilene.  Kans. 


i  Cent  it  church,  Kans., 


i7,  at  2  P.  M.,  Kingsley  church,  Iowa, 

•  M.,  North  Beatrice  churoh,  Nebr. 

'.  M.,  Monitor  church,  Kans. 

',  at  2  P.  M.,  Naporville  church,  111. 

'.  M.,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

20,  at  1  P.  M„  Cherry  Grove  church, 


rtheast  of  Linwood, 


.  M-,  Bethel  housi 


I  A.  M.,  Wichita  ( 


■  Co.,   Ind.,  at    Union   On 


snoot  Co,  Ohio. 

nt a  P.M.,  Weepin 


ch,  Wy- 

,  Nebr. 


♦♦ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

time  or  more Si  50 

month  (4  times) 1  3° 

ee  months  (13  times) 1  20 


®"No  Cuts  or  other  e 


s  Inserted  unless  11 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


Everybody  who  h 
"ndlngioraio-cent 
WICK  CORN  CURl 
emove  Corns 


corn  can  dispose  of 
of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 
a  champion  of  all  reme- 
rts,  Bunions,  etc.    Why 


'site  all  you  have?    The  fl  rat  application  a  tops 

Irdlscovered-aboon  for  the  milllona  who  snf- 
»=»  Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  ft  dime 

stamps.    Order  at  once  and  dispose 


t   box  of   Corn  Cu 

BBEL'I 


JUICE 


ILLS 


3  L'ver  and 

pupation.    Agents'  wanted   In  every  locality, 
agents  can  make  from  18.00  to  $6.00  per  day. 
e  IQlok  for  territory  and  terma.    Address, 
S.  E,  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

;g.  tiandsomc  Map  ol  the  United  States,  mount 
citable  lor  office  or  home  use,  is  issued  by  tht 
in  Koute.  Copies  will  be  mailed  to  any  address 
1  of  fifteen  cents  in  postage  by  P.  S.  Eustis 
ABcnt,  C.  B.  &*  Q.  R.  R„  Chicago,  111. 


7tDn  «S    Lo*  I"  Price.    Circular  Free. 

iggJBEAHERY  nn.T  pfrii.  inn. 


Rimember  We  Are  Busy 


lirnlshlng  Wire,  Steel  and  Link  StayB, 
Ratohets,  Netting,  Lawn  Fenoe,  Lawn,  B 
and  Automatic  Gatee,  etc.,  to  onr  numerous 
tomers.    Write  as  forprloes  and  oatalogne. 
THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 


AGENTS,   READ  THIS! 


|6  a  day.    People  < 


viLh  the   goods 
ent  stamp  for  at 


New- 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


1  have  60,ooo  n,cn>-  <>r  choir,-  nVr\  k-ultural  lands 

tributary  to  Mllaca  Station  on  the  Great  Non 
ern  R.  R.,  which  station  is  located  only  05  mi 
from  Minneapolis  mnl  11111  miles  from  Duluth  a 
West  Superior. 
These  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  timber  bt 

or  white  aud  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  a 
large  tracts  of  o[nn  meadow,  ready  for  the  mow 

Tbeae  lands  I  offer  at  prices  from  £4.00  to  (8.00  j 
acre  on  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  pi 

num  only.    The  lands  are  specially  adapted  ! 

crops  of  wheat,  oats,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  gra 
corn,  vegetables  and  potatoes  in  great  abundan 
and  of  best  quality.  The  markets,  on  account 
the  close  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  E 
luth  and  West  Superior,  are  the  very  best,  t 
rate  for  shipping  of  grain  being  only  1%  to  9  cei 
per  hundred.    The  lands  are  well  watered  wl 


i  of  J 


sf  timber  for  building 
purposes,  fences  and  fuel.    Splendid  climate, 
prairie  wind  or  blizzards.    It  la  an  ideal  place 

exclusively  for  the  Brethren. 

Free  fare  for  land-buyers,  not  to  exceed  $16.00 
a  purchase  of  80  acres  aud  *30.00  on  a  purchase  of 


apply    to   the 
Theo.  F.  Koch,  178  E  8d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
604  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis, 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 


stn 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Deaiborr.  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  1 


•ally  located.  acd  the  most  respect- 
■lass  in  the  City.    The  charges  are 

elm  Fmmwot  Elevitor. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra 
ed;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
xplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
if  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum f    50 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  s 
n  application. 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac.— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly  .—Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 


•  35c 


•3}*c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub' 
lished,  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year 

10  copies  and  over 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards. — Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

1-KB  Four  DertlgiiH,  vury  linn,  (lowered  bor- 


l  Embossed  Designs,  1 
I  I.andsi'iipe  and  Flov 
1  Embossed  Flowers,  t 
i  Einbossi.-tl  Flowers,  s 
r   Kmlinsi.'d     I,,iikI:-,cji| 


id  Landscape,  slza  V^xH'4,  . 
Landscape,  size  W/bxVAi  ■  ■  ■ 
>ty£cGH 


D  Beautiful  Cards,  60 
,nd  Birds,  size  2x3^, . 


Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .  20  cents 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  the   name,  so  thai 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School   Supplies.— We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
amenta,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  .  .#   8E 


ngravfngs,  per  doi- 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 
Addreis, 

BRXXHRBJl'tl   PUBLISBIHO  CO,, 

Hi.  MoijH,  111. 


WAVNE  COUNTY  HERD 

POLAND-CHINAS 

(».  B.  PRANK,  Proprietor, 


All  About  Western  Farm  Lan  is, 


The  "Corn  Belt"  is  the  name  of  an  illus- 
trated monthly  newspaper  published  by  the 
Chicago  Burlington  &   Quincy  R.  R.     It  aims 

give  information  in  an  interesting  way  about 
the  farm  lands  of  the  West.  Send  twenty-five 
»  in  postage  stamps  to  the  Corn  Belt,  209 
Adams  Street,  Chicago,  and  the  paper  will  be 
sent  to  your  address  for  one  year, 


Cattle  With  Horns 


Your  cnlvca  will 
.AYTON'S  CER- 

nitnl  compound  to 


DUBBEL'S 

Cough  and  Croup  Cure. 


monials  lor  it.    It  Is  not 
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t  this  great  child-saving  mindy  Introduced  Into  every 
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;h  turns  back  the  wire.  No  Ratchet  perfect 
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Teeter's  Commentary 


The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -  S4.00. 

Half  Leather,  two  volumes,      -       -       4.50. 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -   5.1 

Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  C 

Mt.  Morrii 

Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties,  North  Dakota! 

If  You  Are  doing  to    North    Dakota   this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  in  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 


THERE  . 

THE 


;  AKK  • 


wells  of  drinking  ' 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 


life 


poem   of  the    Infinit 


OF   INTEREST  TO  HOME- 
SEEKING   BRETHREN. 


BOURGEOIS  Type, Size,  5^x7  inches, 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 


The  Brethren  Will  Please 
Bear  in  Mind  that 

ALL 

The  Colonies  of  Brethren  in 
North  Dakota  are  Lo- 
cated along  the 
Line  of 

The  Great  Northern  R'y, 


And  that  the  Undersigned  will 
be  glad  to  answer  all  inquiries 
concerning 

FREE 

Government  Lands,  subject  to 
Homestead  Entry,  and  furnish  any 
other  information  pertaining  to  the 
Resources  and  Advantages  of 
North  Dakota. 

^"Brethren  and  others  who  contemplate 
joining  our  colony  this  spring,  will  please  write 
me  and  I  will  be  glad  to  advise  them  regarding 
freight  and  passenger  rates. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  111. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  itnlv*truttl 
file  and  is  sold  n..-.«l>  Our-hal/  4  ina,,er  thno 
the    lrun   or   Med    Posts,   which   in   cold   weather    break 


flfiT°Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


says  a  noted  author.     It 

that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in"the 
ness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
ministers,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


THE  book  of  the  "generation  of 
Je'tjus  Christ,  b  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'sftac;  and 
"l'saac  begat  Ja'cQb;  and  -^Ja'cob 
begat  Jfl'das  and  hia  brethren; 

3  And  0  Jfl'das  begat  Pha'r6s  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  hPha'r88 


cuit,  leather  lined  to  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably 


Address,  BRBTURBIVS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 
Mt.  Morris,  1 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  §1,50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


.■lis   nn>l    Kn.stor  Counties   through    tin-  efTec 

HE  IS  ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for  pro 
ice,  and  better  facilities  111-e  ilIT.ii.1iiI  t  li 
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ails,      the  Mill  lien  polls".  SI  .    I 'mil  nil.  I  Sue  It  SI. 

„>i;.rie  li.  (!..  nn.i  Hi.  Northern  Pacific  Railroa 
traverse  Wells  11ml  Poster  Counties. 
The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Paclli 
Railroad  has  250,000  acres  of  land  in  Foster  am 
Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  reserved  thrc 
townships  to  be  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethren 
and  have  agreed  to  give  land  for  a  site,  and  flv 

for  the  use  of  the  Brethren. 
The  prices  asked   for  these  hinds  are  from  $3  t> 


1  Dakota,  write 


id  I  wili;help 

st  In   getting  passenger  and  freight  rates.    Do 

t  locate  until  yon  have  investigated.  Write  to 
C.  W.  MOT 


General  Emigration  Agent, : 


,  Min 


Homeseekers' 
Low-Rate  Excursion 


Tuesday,  April  7th, 
Tuesday,  April  21st, 
Tuesday,  May  5th. 


e  bought  from  starting  point  to 
e  price  of  the  round-trip  tickets 
iss  fare  one  way,  plus  $2.00.  The 
Mllaca,    Minnesota,  before   re- 


veyances,  and  will  show  the  lands  we 
his  paper  free  of  charge.  The  excursl 
only  be  purchased  at  these  rates  011  t 
named  dates  and  are  good  for  .SO  days  1 


1  Counties,  Min 


Those  who  wish  to  come  on  other  dates  can  get 
ne-woy  tickets  ot  considerably  reduced  rates, 
good  to  start  at  any  date  from  all  points  between 
igo  and  Missouri  River,  by  writing  a  few  days 


GEO.  A.  MOO.MAW, 


You  Need  It! 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Price,  10  Cents.  Special 
Rates  to  Agents.  Address 
this  Office. 


Brethern': 

Plain  Clothing  ij 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  „r  I 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  w  I 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  '  ] 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  malt  ] 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks  ta  ' 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  b  1 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  fo,  551,'  I 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  { 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  i 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas.  j 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  p,icej  ] 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,       j 

47tf  WARSAW,  ind, 


Here  Again  for 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanat 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  too  pages  8x10 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  3 
t  quality  ol  paper.  It  Is  really  the  finest  bunk  ol  iu. 
is  published.  Price,  15  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport.  II].,  U.  S.  A.  <Sm6 


DO  YOU  WANT 

A  Southern  Home 


JOHN  w.  GOOD, 
ngton  P.  O.,  Fauquier  Co.,  Vuu 

.  Btidgc-water.   Vn        .    -    -  \U 


Brethren  Who  Want  to  Trad 


choristers  ami  :-; 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


Wile  free.  ,..„■■--■ 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO,,  Freeport,  III,. U.S.* 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

1  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MBSSBK^ 
te  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free'L„ 
.- ccessfully   treats    Catarrh,    Asthma,  "J 
Fever,    Sick    Headache,    Sore    Throat, 
Colds  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  r 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may-  : 
me   50  cents    (half  price),  or  return  i» 
haler  in  the  original  package.    I  have  sea 
utany  hundred,  and  have  nothing   ""'  "0I 
reports  from  them.     Every  f.iinil;    '""  ; 
Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.    Address 

dr.  b;.  j.  worst.   , 

Patent  applied  for.  ASH  LAN  D,  "" 
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^EDitouia.^  tJVUSCELLANY-e- 

The  following  description  of  that  peculiar  dis- 
ease, Sunday  sickness,  is  too  good  to  be  lost.  Per- 
sons suffering  with  this  malady  may  receive  ready 
relief  by  applying  any  of  the  ordinary  Sunday-go- 
to-meeting  remedies: 

(1)  It  only  attacks  members  of  the  church.  (2)  It  never 
troubles  them  any  day  but  Sunday.  (3)  The  symptons  vary, 
but  the  patient  can  always  sleep  well  the  night  before,  and 
can  always  eat  a  hearty  Sunday  dinner  shortly  after  an  acute 
attack.  (4)  No  case  was  ever  known  where  Ihe  sick  man  was 
not  able  to  be  at  his  business  early  Monday.  (5)  It  is  gener- 
ally the  head  of  the  family  that  is  attacked.  (6)  When  ladies 
are  affected  there  will  generally  be  found  a  complication  with 
the  dressmaker  who  failed  to  send  the  new  garment  Saturday, 
or  with  a  perfect  fright  of  a  bonnet.  (7)  In  this  disease  no 
physician  is  summoned.  (8)  It  never  hurts  the  body,  but  it 
slays  souls. 

We  wish  to  heartily  encourage  the  stand  that 
the  Christian  Standard  is  taking  against  the  intro- 
duction of  military  tactics  into  our  public  schools. 
The  time  is  here  when  civilized,  and  especially 
Christian  people,  should  learn  war  no  more.  The 
Standard  says:  "  Many  of  the  most  intelligent  re- 
form forces  of  the  country  are  putting  themselves 
on  record  as  against  the  efforts  being  made  to 
introduce  military  instruction  in  the  public  schools. 
Recently  the  National  Women's  Christian  Tem- 
perance Union,  through  its  legislative  department, 
sent  the  following  to  every  legislator  at  Washing- 
ton: '  We,  the  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  members  of  the  National  W.  C.  T. 
U„  and  the  homes  which  these  members  represent, 
do  most  earnestly  protest  against  the  passage  of 
any  measure  by  your  honorable  body  which  claims 
to  provide  military  instruction  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  country.  We  believe  that  these 
schools  have  been  established,  and  are  supported, 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  citizenship,  and 
should  therefore  teach  the  principles  of  true  gov- 
ernment and  peace,  rather  than  the  science  of  war- 
fare. We  further  believe  that  systematic  body 
training   in   all   grades   of  these  schools  will  help 


produce  the  best  of  which  each  child  is  physically, 
mentally  and  morally  capable,  insuring  to  the  gov- 
ernment the  support  of  loyal  citizens  under  any 
d  all  emergencies.  Will  you  use  your  influence, 
and  vote  against  all  bills  which,  in  any  way,  de- 
sign to  introduce  and  establish  military  tactics  in 
the  public  school  curriculum? '  " 


The  popular  churches  of  this  and  'past  genera- 
tions, will,  one  of  these  days,  have  to  give  an  ac- 
count to  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  for  the  great 
waste  of  money  expended  in  erecting  church-build- 
ings. Great  sums  of  money  have  been  squandered 
along  this  line.  It  is  now  said  that  the  proposed 
Episcopal  cathedral  in  Washington,  D.  C,  is  to 
cost  three  million  dollars,  and  that  other  buildings, 
going  to  make  up  the  group,  will  require  the  ex- 
penditure of  another  million.  This  is  extravagance 
in  the  extreme,  and  the  Lord  certainly  takes  no 
delight  in  such  a  waste  of  money.  But  this  is 
what  men  and  women  will  do  merely  to  please 
the  eye,  and  even  our  own  people  need  to  be  on 
their  guard  that  they  run  not  into  at  least  a  small 
degree  of  the  same  extravagance.  While  churches 
should  be  neat,  convenient  and  even  tasty  and  home- 
like in  their  appearance  and  arrangements,  there  is 
no  necessity  of  wasting  the  Lord's  money  merely 
to  gratify  the  pride  of  life. 

It  is  astonishing  how  careful  the  leaders  in  pop- 
ular Christianity  are  to  avoid  expressing  an  opin- 
f  hi 


They 


npn 


about    even  thing 


else  but  this.  An  anxious  inquirer  recently  asked 
the  editor  of  the  Christian  Herald  to  state  whether 
he  would  advise  a  candidate  for  baptism  to  be 
sprinkled  or  immersed.  Then  he  added,  "Which  is 
the  mode  enjoined  in  the  New  Testament?  "  Here 
is  the  editor's  evasive  answer:  "  If  there  was  any 
mode  enjoined  in  the  New  Testament,  that  would 
settle  the  whole  question.  No  Christian  would  be 
guilty  of  disobedience  even  in  the  most  trivial 
matter,  if  there  was  a  clear  direction.  You  should 
clearly  understand  that  Christian  ministers  who 
use  the  mode  of  immersion  and  those  who  sprinkle 
are  both  perfectly  conscientious  in  their  conduct. 
We  cannot  give  advice  in  the  matter,  except  to 
say  that  if  any  person  comes  to  the  concliisi 
that  it  is  his  duty  to  go  through  the  ceremony  of 
immersion,  he  should  do  so.  It  becomes  to  hi 
matter  of  conscience,  but  he  should  be  willing  that 
other  people  should  have  the  same  liberty,  and 
should  not  pass  judgment  upon  them  if  they  can 
not  see  the  same  importance  in  the  ceremony  that 
he  does."  There  is  an  amazing  amount  of  infor 
mation  (?)  in  this  answer.  The  most  illiterate 
person  could  hardly  do  worse. 

The  unfortunate  division  of  the  Salvation  Army 
shows  the  evil  consequences  often  resulting  fro 
having  too  many  of  the  same  family  at  the  head  of 
affairs.  General  Booth  was  fortunate  in  raising 
gifted  family,  but,  in  all  probability,  acted  unwisely 
in  placing  his  children  at  the  head  of  all  the  '- 
portant  divisions  of  the  Army.  There  cam 
time  when  one  of  his  sons  could  not  see  things 
just  as  the  aged  and  nearly  worn-out  father 
them,  and  this  resulted  in  the  son  resigning  the 
command  of  the  American  division,  and  his  sis 
ter  Eva  being  temporarily  placed  in  charge.  Gen 
eral  Booth's  son-in-law  will  now  soon  be  in 
command.  But  the  son  and  his  wife  have  laid 
their  plans  to  organize  another  Army,  to  be  kn 
as  "  God's  American  Volunteers."  Thus  we  are  to 
have  another  religious  denomination   as   the   out- 


growth of  a  family  trouble.  However,  we  need  not 
go  far  from  home  to  find  similar  troubles  among 
the  kindred  of  our  own  people.  In  not  a  few  in- 
stances Brethren  churches  have  been  well  nigh 
ned  because  of  troubles  arising  between  kin- 
folks,  and  when  these  happen  to  be  among  the 
officials  the  consequences  have  generally  proved 
most  disastrous.  Observation  has  taught  us  that 
is  not  good  to  have  many  kindred,  after  the 
h,  on  the  official  board  of  any  congregation. 
Where  there  is  much  talent  in  a  family,  and  the 
members  prove  gifted  in  the  various  departments 
of  church  work  to  which  they  are  called,  it  will 
be  found  for  the  better  to  locate  them  in  separate 
fields.  The  Lord  understood  this  principle  well 
when  he  called  Abraham  from  the  old  homestead 
and  his  kindred  into  a  new  country,  and  among 
strangers,  that  he  might  develop  him  and  make  a 
great  nation  of  him.  Probably  there  are  a  few 
hundred  kindred  among  our  ministers  who  would 
profit  by  such  a  call. 

For  some  years  a  few  scientific  men  have  main- 
tained that  all  kinds  of  necessary  food  might  be 
so  condensed  that  a  man  could  carry  several  meals, 
in  the  form  of  little  tablets,  in  his  vest  pock"-* 
tl-  u        *  •   1     u  ,Uili  ior  the  travel- 

1  his  would  certainly  be  r-"--  -•••^"l 
ing  publi--,  oopectally  those   desiring  to  use  their 
own  homemade  food.     "  Some  time  ago,"  says  the 
Scientific  American,  "  the  War  Department  conclud- 
ed  to   make   an   experiment    along    that    line.     A 

r— ,.    -<    :.(,„t„,    was    drtailed    and    furnished 

with  condensed  rations,  consisting  of  coffee,  soup, 
bread  and  bacon.  The  coffee  and  soup  were  in 
small  tablets,  which,  when  placed  in  boiling  water, 
were  ready  for  consumption  in  two  minutes.  The 
bread  was  in  small,  flat  cakes,  the  weight  and  hard- 
ness of  a  brick,  but  when  moistened  swelled  out 
like  a  sponge.  The  bacon  was  compressed  and 
needed  only  to  be  warmed  in  a  frying  pan.  The 
soldiers  started  out  with  ten  days'  rations,  but  the 
campaign  was  brought  to  an  abrupt  end  after  four 
days  of  fifteen-mile  marches.  The  food  not  only 
did  not  satisfy  the  hunger  or  give  strength,  but 
seemed  to  irritate  the  stomach."  It  seems  to  us 
that  many  of  the  churches  are  making  similar  ex- 
periments. They  have  condensed  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  Christian  church  down  to  two 
small  ordinances,  vis.,  baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper.  The  former,  in  not  a  few  instances,  has 
been  condensed  from  the  three-fold  immersion  to 
a  few  drops  of  water  sprinkled  upon  the  face  of 
the  applicant.  In  the  apostolic  age  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  a  full  meal,  but  now  it  is  made  to  con- 
sist of  a  morsel  of  bread  and  a  sip  of  wine.  Many 
other  things  in  the  Gospel  have  been  reduced  pro- 
portionately, and  it  now  remains  to  be  seen  wheth- 
er the  Christian  soldier,  on  these  condensed  spirit- 
ual rations,  can  hold  out  against  the  wiles  of  sin 
any  better  than   did   the   detailed   infantry   in    its 

short  marches. 

BRUMBAUGH'S  C1LIMPSES  FROM  FOREION  TRAVEL. 
No.  38 The  City  ot  Cairo  and  Its  People. 

The  city  is  modern  in  appearance,  especially  the 
new  part.  It  has  fine  streets,  public  squares  and 
parks,  and  is  supplied  with  elegant  hotels  on  the 
European  plan,  as  good  as  we  found  anywhere. 
As  the  country  is  under  the  English  government, 
English  is  spoken,  and  some  20,000  of  the  inhab- 
itants are  Europeans.  The  whole  population  is 
given  at  400,000,  and  among  them  all  nationalities 
are  represented,  which  makes  it  one  among  the 
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most  interesting  cities  of  the  world.  To  go 
through  the  extensive  bazaars,  you  have  the  world 
in  miniature, — in  nationalities,  customs,  costumes, 
professions,  business  callings,  manufactures,  and, 
indeed,  everything  that  belongs  to  a  business 
world  seems  to  be  there  on  exhibition. 

While  we  find  here  beautifully  paved  streets, 
fine  business  and  public  buildings,  parks,  squares 
and  palatial  mansions,  there  is  also  here  enough 
Sodomic  wickedness  to  sink  the  whole  of  it  down 
into  the  lowest  hell.  Licentiousness  is  not  only 
licensed  here,  but  it  walks  abroad  everywhere,  in 
daylight  and  in  the  night-time,  with  unblushing 
bare-facedness  and  glories  in  its  shame.  While 
the  native  females  are  partly  made  the  victims, 
the  patrons  come  from  the  enlightened,  educated, 
(?)  wealthy  Europeans  and  tourists,  who  flock  in 
here  by  the  thousands,  from  all  lands,  during  the 
winter  season. 

There  is  a  nominal  Christianity  here  which  not 
only  winks  at  these  things,  but  grants  the  license 
and  furnishes  the  material.  There  are  a  few 
churches  and  some  zealous  workers  for  the  Master. 
But  such  churches  and  workers  have  to  struggle 
for  an  existence,  and  the  services  are  poorly  at- 
tended. It  seems  that  the  mass  of  residents  and 
the  tourists  that  come  here  are  bent  on  having  en- 
joyment and  pleasure,  such  as  cannot  be  found 
in  churches  and  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Hence  they  seek  after  it  and  find  it  on  the  "  out 
side."  Just  where  this  kind  of  enjoyment  is  founil 
and  what  it  is,  we  prefer  not  to  say.  It  is  a  sad 
subject  for  contemplation.  Our  heart  was  made 
to  bleed  in  thinking  of  the  hundreds  and  thou- 
-  •  -<  .keif.  fair  daughters,  with  angelic  possi- 
biliiies,  being  led  as  lamDi  iu  u,e  slaughter- to 
physical  ruin  and  spiritual  destruction- and  that, 
too,  by  men  of  intelligence,  culture  and  professing 
godliness.     How  long,  O  Lord,  how  long! 

As  intimat^H.  rair„  ;  =  ,  .:.,.  -t  .»„*.  „.,u  u,„ 
play.  During  six  months  of  the  year  it  is  the 
winter  resort  for  those  of  wealth  and  leisuie,  of 
the  Northern  countries,  and,  as  it  is  estimated 
that  the  number  of  such  guests  is  from  twenty  to 
thirty  thousand  during  the  season,  with  the  only 
object  to  see,  live  and  enjoy,  it  is  easily  to  be 
seen  what  their  influence  is  on  the  condition  and 
morals  of  the  city.  In  many  ways  it  could  be, 
and  ought  to  be  helpful.  Financially  it  is,  as 
millions  of  Northern  money  is  spent  and  left  in 
the  place,  and  has  been  the  means  of  greatly  im- 
proving and  modernizing  the  city  in  the  way  of 
building  fine  hotels,  large  business  blocks,  pub- 
lic buildings,  etc.  The  fact  is.  Northern  money 
and  enterprise  have  made  the  city  what  it  is,  in  ap- 
pearance, opulence  and  push.  But  with  all  this 
has  come  "the  heritage  of  sin  and  its  debasing 
effects.  Wipe  out  the  leading  forces  of  evil  and 
you  have  a  desirable  place  to  live. 

Our  walks  and  rides  through  the  city  were  al- 
ways full  of  interest.  A  day  spent  in  the  bazaars 
gives  a  world  of  information  that  cannot  be  had 
in  any  other  way,  because  here  you  have  a  con- 
verging of  the  different  types  of  the  human  kind, 
not  only  in  their  facial  peculiarities  and  their 
varied  costumes,  but  you  see  them  as  they  live 
and  work  and  do  business  with  their  fellows.  In 
European  and  American  stores  you  only  see  the 
goods  as  displayed  for  sale,  but  here  you  see  them 
being  made,  so  that  the  whole  processes  are  laid 
open  before  you,  and  you  see  the  wares  you  buy 
from  the  rough  to  the  "  finish."  Days  could  be 
spent  in  these  bazaars  with  pleasure  and  profit, 
as  there  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the  new  and 
curious  wares  and  things  that  are  here  manufact- 
ured and  sold.  In  the  more  fashionable  part  of 
the  cities  are  seen  the  finest  and  most  extensive 
jewelry  stores  in  the  East,  and  nowhere  is  there 
so  much  of  it  used  and  worn,— from  the  wealthy 
down  to  the  poorest,— all  wear  jewelry.     Even  the 


poorest  woman  who  has  but  one  garment,  with 
bare  legs  and  feet,  wears  wristlets,  anklets  and 
rings  on  her  fingers. 

While  passing  along  the  street  we  came  in  front 
of  one  of  these  stores  where  the  salesman  was  put- 
ting wristlets  over  a  young  girl's  hand.  As  they 
were  solid  rings,  the  wonder  to  us  was  how  he 
would  get  them  over  the  hand,  and  yet  fit  tightly 
after  they  were  on,  so  we  halted  to  see  the  opera- 
tion. Two  were  already  on  and  he  was  placing 
the  third  one.  This  he  did  by  squeezing  the 
hand  so  hard  that  we  thought  he  would  unjoint 
the  bones  and  smash  the  flesh.  Then  placing  the 
ring  over  the  fingers  and  thumb,  he  poured  oil 
over  the  hand,  after  which  he  caught  the  fingers 
with  his  one  hand  and  with  the  other  forced  the 
ring  over  the  bulk  of  the  hand,  and  it  was  to  its 
place.  The  operation  must  have  been  very  pain- 
ful, as  her  facial  expression  indicated  most  excru- 
ciating suffering.  We  tarried  until  five  rings  were 
placed  on  her  one  wrist,  and  we  were  made  to 
think,  What  a  terrible  tyrant  "  Madam  Fashion  " 
is  and  what  willing  slaves  the  human  kind  are. 
How  much  sacrifice  and  suffering  for  sin, — how 
little  for  Christ!  Yes,  you  say,  but  these  are 
heathen.  Perha-ps  so,  but  we  know  and  have  seen 
professing  Christians  do  more  hurtful,  silly  and 
sinful  things  than  do   these  poor,   untutored  heath- 

On  the  street  everywhere  we  are  met  with  natives 
who  have  "  antiques  "  for  sale.     The  most  common 
is   the    scarabfeus   or    beetle,   known    in    America 
as  the   "  tumble-bug."    These  were   worshiped   as 
emblems  of  their  god  "  Nun."     As  the  insect  rolls 
up,  in  a  ball,  the  eggs  which   produce  its  offspring, 
and  was  supposed  to  have  no  female,  so  this  god 
was  believed  to  have  concealed  within  the  globe 
of  the  world  the  germs  of  organic  life.     Thousands 
of  years  ago,  in  the  time  of  the  Pharaohs,  these 
.......  o-.i^o    mm   U.C  ucau,   ana  years  since  were 

thus  found  and  held  as  sacred  relics,  and  sold  as 
"  antiques."  They  are  now  manufactured  of  glass 
and  the  unsuspecting  buy  them,  believing  that 
they  are  getting  the  genuine  and  antique  Egyptian 
bug.  All  the  same  if  you  learn  no  better,— and 
the  best  thing  is  not  to  learn.  Old  lamps  and 
many  other  ancient  (?)  relics  are  offered  the 
tourists  at  every  corner.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
to  buy  and  receive  the  blessing,  as  they  are  pro- 
lific in  good  wishes  for  the  liberal  buyer. 

In  the  evenings  are  met,  almost  anywhere,  pros- 
titute women,  and  there  are  streets  where  men,  in 
passing  through,  are  not  only  besieged  by  scores 
of  such  women,  but  almost  forced.  Their  boldness 
and  effrontery  is  disgusting  and  exasperating, — 
and  yet,  who  is  to  blame?  Certainly  not  these 
young,  inexperienced  and  deluded  girls.  They 
are  taught  this  as  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  they 
are  made  to  believe  that  their  business  is  quite 
as  legitimate  and  honorable  as  that  of  the  men 
who  hawk  on  the  streets  their  scarabs  and  other 
modernly-manufactured  "  antiques." 

Here  is  a  field  for  hard  and  earnest  missionary 
work.  We  say  "  hard  and  earnest "  because  to 
redeem  these  girls  and  check  the  supply,  there 
will  be  almost  insurmountable  hindrances  to  over- 
come. One  of  these  hindrances  is  the  demand  for 
such  women.  As  long  as  the  demand  remains 
active  the  supply  will  come.  Therefore  the  de- 
mand must  be  fought  against  and  cut  off.  Then 
these  girls,  and  those  coming  on  to  fill  their 
places,  must  be  educated  up  to  a  higher  standard 
of  the  purposes  of  life,  and  must  be  supplied 
with  such  means  of  support  as  will  enable  them 
to  live  independent  of  the  temptations  to  sin  and 
the  inducements  of  prostitution.  Prostitution  is 
one  of  the  crying  evils  of  Oriental  life,  as  affected 
by  coming  in  contact  with  advanced  civilization 
and  professed  Christianity.  Shame!  Nothing  but 
I  the  simple   Christ-life,   divorced   from    all   human 


formalities,  will  save  this  people  and  their  se- 
ducers from  the  life  of  shame  and  spiritual  and 
physical  ruin  to  which  they  are  so  rapidly  tend- 
ing. 

Our  next  call  was  to  the  meeting  of  the  "  Howl- 
ing Dervishes,"  a  place  of  sad  interest,  and  where 
one  visit  is  sufficient  and  satisfying.  They  have 
their  meetings  on  Friday  afternoons,  in  a  garden 
in  which  they  have  a  mosque  and  places  for  en- 
tertainments and  for  worship.  In  this  enclosure 
is  a  platform  tent,  about  twenty  feet  in  diameter, 
surrounded  partly  by  posts  and  railing.  The  floor 
of  this  is  covered  with  mats,  rugs,  etc.  Around 
the  outside  are  seats  provided  for  visitors  who 
are  expected  to  pay  first  for  admittance,  and  after 
being  inside,'  for  the  use  of  a  seat.  The  afternoon 
we  were  there,  the  number  of  spectators  was  quite 
large,  and  some  twelve  of  the  performing  dervishes 
were  present.  In  the  center  of  the  platform  stands 
the  leader,  and  in  a  semi  circle  are  seated  on  the 
floor  the  performers.  The  object  of  their  meeting 
is  to  work  themselves  up  into  such  a  religious 
fervor,  or  ecstatic  feeling,  that  they  become  uncon- 
scious of  their  surroundings,  and  continue  until 
they  fall  into  an  organic  spasm.  In  this  condi- 
tion they  experience  feelings  of  supreme  mental 
peace  and  happiness,  very  similar  indeed  to  that 
experienced  in  what  is  called  "  mourner's  bench 
religion."  While  the  process  is  somewhat  differ- 
ent, the  cause  and  feeling  attained  are  the  same. 
In  making  this  assertion  we  do  not  mean  those 
who  are  honestly  convicted  of  their  sinful  condi- 
tion and  go  forward  to  manifest  their  decision  to 
accept  Christ  and  his  religion,  but  such  as  per- 
form, and  shout,  and  work  themselves  up  into 
a  religious  frenzy  until  physically  depleted,  and 
the  organic  spasm  follows,  which  is  mistaken  for 
conversion  and  the  ■'  getting  religion."  As  far  as 
the  Scriptural  doctrine  of  conversion  and  «g=» 
eration  is  concerned,  there  is  as  little  in  «•»<»  of 
the  one  as  the  other. 

In  cnm.'-s  -"",  mey  first  make  a  bow  of  rever- 
ence to  the  leader,  kiss  the  hem  of  his  garment 
and  then  seat  themselves  on  the  floor,  one  beside 
the  other.  After  sitting  for  a  time  in  silence,  with 
their  heads  bowed  down  on  their  breasts,  the 
leader  commences  muttering  the  word,  "  hu  "  i.  e., 
"he"  (God)  alone.  This  is  followed  by  turning 
their  heads  from  side  to  side  in  such  rapid  motion 
that  you  would  think  they  would  twist  them  from 
their  shoulders,  repeating  the  word,  "hu"  with 
such  a  hissing  sound  that  it  is  not  at  all  distin- 
guishable, but  sounds  as  if  pronounced  "shish." 
After  going  through  this  motion  for  perhaps  ten 
minutes  they  change  to  throwing  their  heads  back 
and  forward  in  rapid  succession,  until  they  be- 
come physically  exhausted,  or  so  filled  with  ec- 
stasy that  they  then  rise  to  their  feet  and  shout 
themselves  into  spasms.  Many  of  them  continue 
in  this  mental  strain  until  they  become  insane. 
In  this  condition  they  are  held  in  great  respect 
by  their  brethren,  who  believe  that  in  such  cases 
the  spirit  or  soul  leaves  the  body  and  goes  to 
heaven  while  the  physical  body  remains. 

The  afternoon  we  were  there,  one  of  these  insane 
members  came  into  the  circle,  threw  off  his  outer 
garment,  flung  his  fez  aside,  took  his  shoes  from 
his  feet,  covered  his  head  with  a  large  turban, 
and  then  commenced  to  take  part  in  the  exercises. 
But  soon  his  movements  became  so  amusing  and 
ridiculous  that  one  of  the  men  took  hold  of  him 
and  tried  to  restrain  him,  when  a  regular  tussle 
ensued,  until  they  both  fell  on  the  floor  with  a 
thump,  He  being  a  large,  stout  man,  could  not 
be  handled  single-handed,  and  others  came  to  the 
rescue.  Even  then  the  contest  looked  doubtful 
until  a  large  policeman  came,  when  they  succeed- 
ed in  leading  him  away  and  into  a  room  near  by. 
But  we  noticed  that  they  handled  him  very  care- 
fully and  showed  him  no  violence. 
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Alter  this   little   break   in   the   service  the   per- 

,...  was  continued  without  further  tnterrup- 
formance  ..  r 

But  their  movements  became  so  violent  and 
their  facial  expressions  so  frightful  that  a  number 

[  the  ladies  present,  through  fright,  got  up  and 
I  »     Towards  the  close  the  scene  becomes  very 

xcitjng.  They  have  long  hair.  This,  in  their 
gesticulations,  is  thrown  forward  over  their  faces, 
thev  froth  at  the  mouth,  and,  in  some  cases,  fall 
into  epileptic  spasms  which,  although  to  them 
passes  unnoticed,  to  the  spectator  is  distressing 
ant|  horrifying,  so  much  so  that  you  are  glad  to 

et  away  from  the  place  and  have  the  scene  for- 
mer out  of  sight.  These  are.  the  extremes  that 
erow  out  of  undue  religious  fervor  and  fanaticism, 
and  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  the  church  of  Christ 
against  adding  anything,  no  matter  how  good  it 
may  seem,  to  the  simple  and  plain  teachings  of 
Christ.  Poor,  weak  and  easily  deluded  humanity! 
Whatever  better  we  have  is  by  divine  grace.  Let 
us  appreciate  and  not  abuse  because  more  greatly 
blessed.  With  a  sad  and  heavy  heart  we  left  the 
place,  with  the  words,  "  Go  preach  my  gospel  to 
every  creature,"  ringing  in  our  ears.  h.  b.  b. 
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•ESSAYS; 


PATIENCE  WITH  THE  LIVINU. 

Sweet  friend,  when  thou  and  I  are  gor 

Beyond  earth's  weary  labor, 
When  small  shall  be  our  need  of  grace 


Passed  all  the  strife,  the  toil,  the  care, 
And  done  with  all  the  sighing, 

What  tender  truth  shall  we  have  gained, 
Alas!  by  simply  dyingl 


Then  lips  to 

o  chary  of  their  prai 

Will  tell  c 

ur  merits  over; 

And  eye*  to 

3  swift  our  faults  to  s 

Shall  no  defect  discover. 
Then  hands  that  would  not  lift  a  stone 

Where  stones  were  thick  to  cumber 
Our  steep  hillpath,  will  scatter  flowers 

Above  our  pillowed  slumber. 
Sweet  friend,  perchance  both  you  and  I, 

Ere  love  is  past  forgiving, 
Should  take  the  earnest  lesson  home, — 

Be  patient  with  the  living. 
To-day's  repressed  rebuke  may  save 

Our  blinding  tears  to-morrow; 
Then,  patience,  e'en  when  keenest  edge 

May  whet  a  nameless  sorrow. 
'Tis  easy  to  be  gentle  when 

Death's  silence  shames  our  clamor, 
And  easy  to  discern  the  best 

Through  memory's  mystic  glamor. 
But  wise  it  were  for  me  and  thee, 

Ere  love  is  past  forgiving, 
To  take  the  tender  lesson  home, — 

Be  patient  with  the  living. 

— Lovers'  Year  Book. 


BY  MARY  HOOVER. 


"  Looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appear- 
™g  of  the  great  God  and  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ;  who  gave 
™iself  for  US]  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and 
Purity  unto  himself  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works." 
-plus  2:  i3-,4. 

'  !1ut  it  is  good  t0  De  8ealously  affected  always  in  a  good 
™g-"-Gal.  4;  ,8. 

Webster  tells  us  zeal  means  "ardent  and  act- 
lvc  interest,"  "fervor,"  "enthusiasm,"  etc.  Kind 
r^der,  are  we  looking  for  that  blessed  hope,  and 
the  glorious  appearing  of  our  blessed  Savior?  Do 
*e  expect,  when  he  makes  that  glorious  appearing, 
0  be  Worthy  to  be  with  him,  unless  we  manifest 
?e aI'~ardent  and  active  interest, — in  the  work  he 
as  given  us  to  do?  From  what  basis  'can  we 
°Pe?  "  For  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come  in  the 
sruf  °fh's  Father  with  h's  angels;  and  then  he 

reward  every  man  according  to  his  works. 
fes   I!3'  W°rk  are  we  doingf    Those  of  us  who  pro- 
en?        name  what  have  we  done  since  we  haVe 
ered  into   covenant   with    him?    What  are  we 


doing  for  him  that  will  merit  reward,  when  he 
comes?  How  much  sacrifice  arc  we  making  for 
the  promotion  of  his  glorious  cause?  How  much 
of  our  time  and  means  are  we  spending  for  him? 
What  life,  what  a  power  for  good  is  the  congrega- 
tion of  professing  Christians,  who  manifest  "en- 
thusiasm," "fervor,"  "active  and  ardent  interest," 
in  the  Lord's  work?  Where  are  the  faithful  ones, 
who,  although  the  weather  may  be  unfavorable, 
or  the  roads  may  be  somewhat  rough  or  mud- 
dy, are  found  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  at  the 
Sunday  school  and  the  preaching  service? 

As  earnest  and  enthusiastic  workers  and  wor- 
shipers we  should  show  to  the  world  how  highly 
we  prize  the  privileges  of  the  sanctuary  service, 
and  that  we  can  from  the  fullness  of  the  heart  say, 
with  the  Psalmist,  "  A  day  in  thy  courts  is  better 
than  a  thousand." 

On  the  other  hand,  how  lifeless  and  apparently 
dead  is  the  church  where,  if  the  weather,  the  roads, 
our  health,  and  everything,  is  not  quite  so  favora- 
ble only  a  few  are  there!  What  a  chilling,  dead- 
ening influence  this  has  on  those  who  are  away 
from  Christ!  "  If  the  light  that  is  in  thee  be  dark- 
ness, how  great  is  that  darkness!"  "He  shall  re- 
ward every  man  according  to  his  work." 

How  much  zeal  do  we  see  manifested  in  the 
business  pursuits  of  the  world!  People  can  and  do 
attend  business  appointments  and  secular  affairs 
without  consulting  first  whether  the  weather,  the 
roads  and  everything  is  favorable.  They  will  even 
go  if  they  do  have  a  slight  headache,  etc.  They 
don't  let  little  things  hinder,  but  try  hard  to  make 
it  possible  to  be  there. 

My  brother,  my  sister,  if  every  one,  that  attends 
the  sanctuary  service,  would  receive  Sto  each 
time  they  attended,  how  many  of  the  seats  would 
be  vacant? 

Which  do  we  love  the  more  or  work  the  hard 
for,— Christ  or  the  world?     If  we  could  be  the 
from  a   money   standpoint,    is  it  not  of  more  it 
portance   that  we   are   there   because   the   love   of 
Christ   constrains    us?     When    we    make    an 
pointment  at  the  house  of  God  for  worship,  or  to 
labor   in  the   Sunday  school,   or  social  service 
Bible  class,  or  any  work  for  the  promotion  of  his 
glory,  should  we  not  feel  that  it  is  most  important 
that  those  appointments   are   attended  by  earnest 
and  active  workers? 

We  read  that  the  Lord  would  "  purify  unto  h 
self  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works." 
Does  this  not  mean  that  the  zeal  we  manifest  in 
good  works,  keeping  his  commandments  ("purify- 
ing your  souls  in  obeying  the  truth")  will  make 
of  us  a  purified,  peculiar  people, — active,  earnest 
workers  in  the  glorious  cause  of  Christ?  Our  zeal 
in  his  work  should  cause  us  to  surmount  many  dif- 
ficulties and*hinderances,  and  thus  characterize  u< 
a  peculiar  people.  When  we  allow  any  of  the 
many  seeming  hindrances  to  keep  us  from  doing 
our  duty,  how  much  life,  how  much  zeal,  how  n 
interest,  how  much  love,  how  much  enjoyment  of 
the  sanctuary  privileges  does  it  manifest  to  the 
world? 

Paul  says,  "  But  it  is  good  to  be  zealously  affected 
always  in  a  good  thing."  Supposing  we  were  ab 
sent  from  the  church  service  and  we  would  after 
wards  hear  that  Jesus,  our  Blessed  Savior,  had 
been  there  and  preached,  would  we  not  feel  badly 
disappointed  to  think  we  had  missed  so  much? 
Let  me  say  to  you  that  if  we  meet  in  his  name, 
Jesus  has  promised  to  meet  with  us. 

Kind  reader,  our  Dear,  Blessed  Savior  has  s: 
that  he  will  personally  come  again.  Are  we  loc 
ing  forward  to  that  time  with  a  blessed  hope  a 
fond  anticipations  of  the  glorious  reward  proi 
ised  to  all  his  faithful  children  who  have  been 
zealous  in  good  works? 

Chatham,  Ohio. 


•  •WHOM  SEEKEST  THOU?  "-John  22:  13. 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

We  have  often  heard  the  remark  which  uncon- 
verted people  use  as  an  excuse  for  not  seeking 
Jesus,—"  that  so  many  while  he  was  here  upon  the 


th,   who   could  see   him   and  hear  his  precious 
words,"  were    unsaved.    They   think   that   if  they 
had  lived  then,  they  would  have  been  his  follow- 
but,  like  Abraham  says  about  the  rich  man  and 
Lazarus,  "  If  they  hear  not   Moses  and   the  pioph- 
s,   neither  will   they   be   persuaded,   though   one 
se  from  the  dead."     Luke  16:  31. 
The  season  is  approaching  when  the   death  and 
surrection  of  Christ  is  to  be  celebrated  by  many 
Christian   people.     Although    he   is  not  visible  to 
as  he  was  to   Mary    Magdalene   on  the  resur- 
rection morn,  he  is  still  with  us  and  says  in  whis- 
of  love  and  mercy,  "Whom  seekest  thou?" 
Will  you  not  unbar   the   doors   of   your   hardened 
hearts  and  come  forth  to  new  life  and  follow   him? 
The  earth  will  soon  bring  forth  buds  and  blossoms,, 
after  the  winter's  cold  reign.     May  we  all  be  quick- 
i  into  more  spiritual  life,  for,    as   Christ    says,, 
arvel  not  at  this:  for  the  hour  is  coming  in  the 
which   all   that    are   in   the   graves   shall   hear   his 
:e,  and  shall  come  forth.     They  that  have  done 
good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  they  that 
have  done  evil,   unto   the    resurrection   of  damna- 
tion."   John  5;  28,  29. 

0'n  the  glorious  resurrection  morn 
Christ  arose  from  out  the  grave, 
He  our  Savior,  though  lowly  born, 
Still  has  mighty  power  to  save. 
"  Whom  scckesl  thou,"  oh!  unsaved  one! 
All  thy  trials  and  trouble  to  share, 
Break  forthl  from  the  sins  which  beset  you 
Our  risen  Lord  is  present  everywhere. 
Miilillcliiwn,  Pa. 

THE  ANOINTING  AGAIN. 

BY  I.  J.  ROSENBERGER. 


t  hope  you  wi'l  find 


■  the  following  r[U 


1.  As  all  persons  do  not  get  sxk  before  ihcy  die,  if  this  were 
a  means  of  salvation  fur  the  soul,  why  docs  a  sick  person  need 
more  to  save  his  soul  than  one  who  does  not  get  sick  ? 

2.  It  is  the  body  that  is  sick  and  the  sick  is  saved.  Is  it 
not  the  body  that  is  spoken  of  as  bung  saved? 

3.  What  could  hnve  been  the  purpose  of  F.lias'  prayer,  as 
referred  to  by  James,  if  it  were  not  to  illustrate  that,  if  we  de- 
sire to  get  well  and  ask  the  Lord,  he  will  hear  and  answer 
prayer?    See  Mark  11:24;  John  14:  13,  14,  etc. 

I.  S.  Roller. 

1.  Saints  who  are  not  sick,  are  not  Scriptural 
subjects  for  anointing  with  oil.  The  sick  need 
to  be  anointed  because  the  Scriptures  so  teach. 
Scores  have  been  baptized,  died  happy,  but  never 
communed  nor  "  lodged  strangers,  nor  washed  the 
saints'  feet;"  nor  were  they  anointed  with  oil. 
But  they  had  "  the  faith  of  Jesus,  the  mind  of 
Christ."  Their  salvation  is  surely  no  matter  of 
doubt.  Their  seeming  omissions  of  duty  were 
only  occasioned  by  lack  of  opportunity. 

2.  True,  the  body  is  sick  and  it  is  the  body  that 
is  anointed,  but,  my  dear  brother,  are  not  the 
mind,  thoughts,  affections  and  all  the  energies  of 
the  soul  engaged  in  the  work?  Are  not  all  the 
ordinances  performed  upon  or  by  the  body?  Does 
not  the  soul  receive  the  benefit?  Just  so  in  anoint- 
ing the  sick  body.  "  Purify  your  souls  in  obeying 
the  truth,"  needs  to  be  constantly  before  the  mind. 

Neither  the  Old  nor  the  New  Testament  teach 
that  anointing  with  oil  was  for  physical  healing. 
Let  us  say  what  the  Scriptures  say;  then  we  will  be 
in  the  light.  Light  is  a  very  necessary  thing  to 
have.  Laying  on  of  hands  was  the  divinely  ap- 
pointed means  for  physical  healing.  See  Mark  16: 
18. 

3.  Prayer,  with  the  anointing  service,  is  an  impor- 
tant factor.  As  a  stimulant  to  our  faith  in  prayer, 
James  refers  to  Elijah's  prayer,  his  great  success  by 
faith.  In  harmony  with  James'  promises  the  stere- 
otyped prayer  almost  universally  is  that  the  sick 
may  be  saved.  We  pray  for  their  salvation,  which 
is  the  sum  total  of  the  mission  of  the  Gospel.  This, 
in  turn,  will  "  raise  them  up  "  to  new  assurances, 
new  prospects.  Following  this  would  be  an  assur- 
ance that  the  past  sins  of  the  anointed  are  all  for- 
given. In  the  highest  sense  they  become  the  Lord's 
anointed.  This  is  a  much  greater  work  than  heal- 
ing the  body,  and  of  infinitely  more  value.  Hence 
it  requires  a  strong  faith,  as  a  medium  through  which 
to  carry  the  prayer  to  God. 


1'JzLHl   GOSPEL   MBSSHN3BB. 
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As  to  Mark  n:  24,  God  both  hears  and  answers 
prayers,  but  they  must  be  in  line  with  the  Gospel, 
"with  the  Spirit  and  with  the  understanding."  I 
remind  the  querist  that  the  plain  Gospel  facts  are 
given  in  that  good  old  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
third  hymn: 

"And  while  the  oil's  by  laith  applied, 
O  may  my  soul  be  sanctified." 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  magicians  in  Mo- 
ses' time  very  closely  imitated  Moses;  but  they 
could  not  do  all  that  he  did.  In  like  manner  sur- 
prising results  are  produced  through  hypnotism, 
mesmerism,  laying  on  of  hands,  and  the  different 
theories  of  faith  cure.  Amid  all  these  for  my  basis 
I  keep  my  eye  steadily  on  "  Thy  Word  "  which  "  is 
into  my  feet  and  a  light  unto  my  pathway." 
that  "the  man  of  God  is  thoroughly  fur- 
ill   g 


I  rejoi 
nished 


Covington,  Ohio. 


OUR  NEEDS. 


BY  J.  W.  REISER. 

There  are  yet  some  things  wc  need,  to  more 
successfully  meet  the  wants  of  the  different  local 
churches.  In  the  first  place  we  need  more  elders 
who  are  qualified  to  lead  the  flock  of  Gnd,— those 
who  can  rule  with  love  and  have  the  welfare  of 
the  church  at  heart;  those  that  will  search  out  the 
needs  and  wants  of  the  flock  over  which  they  have 
charge  and  try  to  have  them  work  in  harmony  with 
the  Gospel  and  with  the  general  Brotherhood; 
those  who  will  keep  watch  over  their  flock  and 
if  they  see  that  one  is  gone  astray  will  seek  for 
the  lost  one  and,  if  possible,  restore  such  a  one 
to  the  fold.  We  believe  if  we  had  more  such  shep- 
herds we  would  have  less  work  of  a  serious  nature 
at  our  District  and  Annual  Meetings,  and  the  time 
and  money  spent  in  sending  committees  to  differ- 
ent places  could  be  spent  in  sending  the  Gospel  to 
heathen  lands. 

Again;  we  are  in  n^ed  of  more  men  and  women 
who  are  willing  to  go  out  to  the  isolat*  d  places  in 
the  world,  who  have  the  love  of  lost  souls  at  heart 
and  there  work  for  the  salvation  of  the  children 
of  men. 

While  we  have  many  good  brethren  and  sisters 
who  are  doing  a  good  work  in  well-organized  and 
established  churches,  we  are  in  need  of  more  to 
go  out  in  the  highways  and  hedges  and  invite  oth- 
ers to  come  and  partake  of  the  good  things  God 
has  prepared  for  those  who  love  him.  We  need 
more  missionaries,  both  for  the  foreign  and  home 
missions,  such  as  will  say,  "  Here  am  I.  Send  me." 
We  need  those  who  are  willing  to  sacrifice  home, 
friends,  fathers,  mothers,  yes,  and  the  sweet  com- 
munion of  kindred  spirits  in  Christ,  in  order  that 
other  nations  may  hear  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of 
God  and  be  prevailed  upon  to  forsake  the  wor- 
shiping of  idols  and  turn  to  worshiping  the  true 
and  living  God. 

While  we  need  more  missionaries,  we  need  more 
means  in  order  to  accomplish  the  desired  end. 
Our  great  Brotherhood  is  awakening  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  missionary  work.  We  are  not  yet 
doing  in  that  direction  what  we  ought  to  do.  God 
has  abundantly  blessed  us  with  this  world's  goods, 
and  we  will  be  held  accountable  as  to  how  we  use 
and  dispose  of  it.  Suppose  that  each  brother  and 
sister  in  the  Brotherhood  would  give  but  one  dol- 
lar a  year  to  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  what  a  work 
could  be  done!  The 'total  amount  raised  would 
be  between  seventy  and  eighty  thousand  dollars 
each  year  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  Surely, 
many  that  are  now  bowing  to  gods  made  with 
their  own  hands,  would  be  brought  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  and  living  God. 

Brother,  sister,  can  we  not  educate  ourselves  to 
the  fact  that  we  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  responsi- 
ble to  God  for  the  conversion  of  the  heathen?  We 
believe,  as  a  church,  that  we  have  the  Gospel  on 
our  side,  and  if  this  is  true,  let  us  think  along  this 
line.  Are  we  putting  forth  as  great  an  effort  as 
other  churches  are,  to  get  our  faith  and  practice 
before  the  people  as  they  are?     If  we  have  the  Gos- 


pel on  our  side  we  should  do  all  we  can  in  order 
that  Zion's  borders  may  be  enlarged  and  Satan's 
ranks  diminished.  We  trust  we  will  put  forth 
greater  efforts  in  this  direction  than  ever  before, 
that  the  Macedonian  calls  that  are  greeting  our 
ears  almost  daily,  may  be  filled  and  God's  name  be 
honored  and  glorified! 

We  also  need  more  workers  in  the  Sunday 
school.  Our  ears  are  greeted  each  week  as  we 
read  the  Messenger,  with  the  glad  news  that  many 
young  people  are  giving  their  hand  to  the  church 
and  their  hearts  to  God.  This  means  work  for 
you,  my  brother  and  sister.  By  proper  care  and 
culture  they  will  grow  up  and  make  useful  men  and 
women  in  the  world,  and  when  you  and  I  are 
called  home  they  will  be  qualified  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  church. 

We  need  young  brethren  and  sisters  to  help  car 
ry  on  the  Sunday  school,  Bible  class  and  prayer 
meeting.  We  need  efficient  workers  for  the  Mas- 
ter. Last,  but  not  least,  we  need  more  mothers 
like  Hannah  of  old,  that  are  willing  to  give  their 
children  unto  the  Lord  in  their  youthful  days,  to 
grow  up  to  be  chosen  vessels  for  the  Lord  and 
work  for  him  all  the  days  of  their  life. 

Brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  think  along  this  line 
and  see  if  we  cannot  make  some  improvement 
before  the  close  of  the  present  year!  Let  us  study 
our  needs  and  we  may  be  able  to  do  more  efficient 
work  in  the  future! 

Primrose,  Ohio. 


PRAYINQ  IN  THE  WOODS. 


BY  J.  T.  MEYERS. 


Havin 


recently  read  the  obituary  notice  of  Bro. 
William  Hertzler,  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  I 
could  not  help  but  think  of  the  now  sainted  broth- 
er, and  our  association  together  in  ministerial  la- 
bors. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  he  and  I  served  together 
on  the  Mission  Board  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania.  During  our  connection  with  the 
Board  we  traveled  together  some,  to  various  fields 
of  mission  work  within  our  Eastern  District.  One 
particular  incident  that  came  under  my  observa- 
tion I  shall  never  forget. 

Bro.  Hertzler  and  I  took  a  trip  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland,  to  open  up,  if  possible  and 
feasible,  a  mission  point  on  the  Eastern  Shore, 
where  a  few  scattered  members  were  living  at 
the  time,  but  not  organized  into  a  church.  We 
stopped  off  for  a  few  days .  in  Caroline  County, 
Maryland,  where  we  had  a  few  evening  meetings. 

After  a  few  meetings  in  this  part  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  where  only  one  family  of  members  lived,  we 
went  to  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  tjie  Eastern 
Shore  proper.  At  this  latter  point  we  continued, 
for  about  ten  days,  a  series  of  meetings  in  a  Union 
church.  Bro.  Wingard  and  wife,  with  two  other 
families,  were  about  all  the  members  that  lived  in 
the  immediate  neighborhood.  Bro.  Wingard  lived 
miles  from  the  place  of  worship.  Bro. 
being  more  especially  accustomed  to 
preaching,  wished  me  to  do  the  preach- 
ing, which  I  tried  to  do.  After  a  few  meetings,  I 
observed  that  Bro.  Herlzler  manifested  considera- 
ble discouragement  and  more  or  less  of  a  feeling 
of  homesickness.  About  the  fifth  day  of  the  meet- 
ing Bro.  Hertzler  very  discouragingly  remarked  to 
me,  "  Bro.  Meyers,  as  you  do  all  the  preaching 
anyhow,  you  had  just  better  let  me  go  home." 

To  this  I  replied,  "No,  Bro.  William,  you  must 
stay  with  me  and  cheer  me  up  and  do  the  praying 
for  the  work,  even  should  you  not  do  any  of  the 
preaching."  So  he  consented  to  remain,  though 
apparently  quite  homesick  and  discouraged  over 
the  situation  of  things. 

One  day,— probably  about  the  sixth  day  of  the 
meeting,— he  walked  out  doors,  I  remaining  in  the 
house  reading  and  writing.  Not  making  his  ap- 
pearance for  quite  a  while,  I  at  last  "went  out  in 
search  of  my  Aaron  in  the  work.  About  forty 
rods  from  the  house  where  we  were  putting  up, 
was  a  large  grove.    I  concluded  that  perhaps  he 


fully  s 
Hertlz 
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had  walked  out  to  the  woods,  and  so  I  walked  " 
that  direction.  Of  course  I  had  no  idea  where  h 
could  be,  or  what  he  might  be  doing  with  himself 
But  as  I  got  some  little  distance  into  the  woods 
I  soon  discovered  his  whereabouts.  First  I  heard 
a  faint  voice.  As  I  got  nearer,  it  became  more 
audible,  until,  as  I  got  nearer  and  still  nearer,  the 
voice  seemed  quite  loud  and  earnest.  I  walked 
still  farther  on  in  the  direction  of  the  voice  and 
now  the  voice  reminded  me  of  one  person  earnest- 
ly appealing  and  talking  to  another.  I  walked 
still  closer  to  the  scene  of  interest,  when  at  last 
the  interesting  scene  was  disclosed. 

There,  behind  a  big  oak  tree  in  the  woods,  was 
my  missing  friend  and  brother,  down  on  his  knees 
and  praying  to  God  in  all  the  earnestness  of  his 
soul  for  the  success  of  our  meetings.  I  walked 
back  again  to  the  house  without  his  knowledge  of 
having  been  searching  for  him,  and  have  never 
even  mentioned  the  incident  to  him.  That  night, 
after  I  gave  the  invitation,  five,  if  I  mistake  not, 
came  forward  to  unite  with  God's  people.  The 
meetings  continued  to  grow  in  interest,  and  in  the 
short  time  of  about  ten  days,  a  dozen  or  more 
were  baptized,  and  a  church  organized,  with  Bro. 
Joseph  D.  Wingard  as  minister  for  the  new  church, 
all  of  which  was  the  result,  I  feel  to  this  day,  not 
so  much  because  of  the  preaching,  but  because  of 
the  man  of  God  praying  out  in  the  woods  behind 
the  oak  tree.  I  shall  never  forget  the  incident. 
Would  to  God  we  had  more  such  pleaders  with 
God  as  was  our  now  sainted  and  beloved  brothei 
for  the  salvation  of  souls  and  the  triumph  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus! 

Oaks,  Pa. 

QUERIES. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

1.  In  how  many  and  what  ways  is  the  world  bettered  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  being  in  it?  Or,  what  would  be  the  condition  ofj 
the  world  if  the  Holy  Ghost  were  not  here? 

2.  Why  is  it  better  to  have  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  world 
than  Christ?     See  John  16:  7. 

3.  What  is  to  be  the  condition  of  a  person  to  receiv 
Holy  Ghost,  and  what  effect  does  it  have  upon  him? 

4.  When    the  Holy   Ghost  was  not  yet  given,  as  stated  in 
John  7:  39,  what  effect  did  the  disciples'  preaching  hav 
ferent  to  that  of  ministers  before  the   Holy  Ghost  was  given? 
Answer  at  your  earliest  convenience.  C.  J.  Workman. 

The  Holy  Ghost,  or  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  God,  and 
therefore  omnipresent.  He  is  everywhere  present 
at  the  same  time.  If  the  Holy  Ghost  is  God,  then 
to  lie  against  the  Holy  Ghost  is  to  lie  against  God. 
See  Acts  5:  3,  4.  "God  the  Father,  originates  all 
things.  God  the  Son  executes  all  things.  God 
the  Holy  Spirit  consummates  all  things."  Since 
the  creation  of  the  world  God  the  Holy  Spirit  was 
ever  present  here.  See  Gen.  6:  3;  Psa.  51:  n; 
Prov.  1:23;  Isa.  63:  10;  Acts  7:  51  and  28:  25;  1 
Pet.  1:  11;  2  Pet.  1:  21,  etc.  Note  especially  Gen. 
1:  2. 

To  answer  the  first  part  of  No.  1  would  be  a  re- 
production of  a  great  part  of  the  Bible,  which  we 
will  forbear  to  do.  To  answer  the  latter  part  of 
No  1  would  be  a  task  no  less  tedious.  Imagine 
the  condition  of  this  world  were  God  not  heret 
This  we  can  only  do  to  the  extent  in  which  we 
can  comprehend  who  and  what  God  is.  After  se- 
riously reflecting  on  No.  I,  we  feel  as  we  never 
felt  before.  We  here  remark  that  when  God  per- 
forms an  ordinary  work,  he  manifests  himself  in  a° 
ordinary  measure.  But  when  he  performed  an  ex- 
traordinary  work,  he  manifests  himself  in  an  ex- 
traordinary measure.  God  is  not  limited  in  power, 
and  therefore  unlimited  in  measure  of  work.  This 
is  true  of  him,  whether  he  works  in  or  through  man, 
or  independent  of  him.  Hence  we  have  the  follow- 
ing: "  God  giveth  not  his  Spirit  by  measure  unto 
him."  John  3:  34.  '*  Unto  him"  is  put  in  ltall^s' 
which  tells  us  the  phrase  is  not  in  the  original. 
God  in  this  world!  Then  no  Divine  Providence, 
no  light,  no  life!  O  how  shocking!  In  answer  to 
No.  2  we  say  that,  had  Christ  not  died,  there  woui^ 
have  been  no  atonement.  Had  he  not  ascen  e  - 
there  would  have  been  no  assurance  that  God 
Father  accepted  the  atonement.     Christ  in  his 
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nature,  for  as  such  he  speaks  in  John  16:  7, 
old  not  have  been  everywhere  present,  nor 
,Id  he  have  applied  the  blood  of  atonement  to 
.  sanctification  of  all,  and  hence  his  death  would 
have  been  a  failure.  For  while  the  Father  elects, 
Eph  1:  4.  and  the  Son  redeems,  Eph.  I:  7,  the  Spir- 
il  sanctifies,  Rom.  15:  16.  Let  the  reader  ever  re- 
member that  God  is  a  spirit,  and  therefore  indi- 
visible. If  such  were  not  true,  Christ,  as  Lord, 
could  not  truly  say,  "  He  that  hath  seen  me 
hath  seen  the  Father."  John  14:  9.  Neither  could 
there  be  any  truth  in  his  declaration,  "And  lo,  I 
am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."  Matt.  28:  20.  Had  not  Christ  died,  and 
ascended  to  the  Father,  and  sent  the  Holy  Spirit 
from  the  Father,  the  world  would  never  have  been 
reproved,  or  convinced  of  sin,  of  righteousness, 
and  of  judgment.  John  16:  8  Neither  could  the 
atonement  have  been  applied  to  the  sanctification 
of  God's  people.  Hence  it  was  expedient  that 
Christ  should  go  away. 

To  the  first  part  of  No.  3  we  would  say,  Every 
person  must  be  passive  to  receive  the  Holy  Ghost. 
What  we  mean  here  by  being  passive  is,  that  he 
must  be  submissive,  and  receive  without  resist- 
ance. He  must  be  passive  in  submission  and  obe- 
dience. When  the  Spirit  strives  with  the  sinner 
to  convince  of  sin,  he  must  be  passive.  He  dare 
not  resist  his  influence.  When  he  would  lead  into 
all  truth,  we  must  be  passive.  We  must  be  sub- 
missive and  obey.  As  an  illustration  we  quote 
Acts  2:  38:  "  Repent,  and  be  baptized,  every  one 
of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost." 

Through  this  passive  state  the  Spirit  will  so 
mold  us  that  we  will  become  new  creatures  in 
Christ.  We  will  be  born  of  the  Spirit.  As  the 
Spirit  is  God,  we  will  be  born  of  God,  and  hence 
will  be  children  of  God.  Having  the  divine  na- 
ture we  will  now  bear  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit.  Gal. 
5:  22,  23.  Having  now  been  transformed  by  the 
1  renewing  of  our  minds,  we  can  "  prove  what  is  that 
[good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God." 
'20m.  12:  2-  If  we  are  thus  passive,  we  will  walk 
after  the  Spirit  and  become  perfect  by  a  continual 
growth  in  the  divine  life.     2  Pet.  I:  4. 

With  regard  to  No.  4  we  would  say  that  there 
had  been  different  measures  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
given  from  the  beginning,  but  always  according 
to  the  measure  of  the  work  to  be  performed.  John 
7:  39,  referred  to  in  No.  4,  reads  as  follows:  "For 
the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet  given."  From  this 
some  draw  the  inference  that  there  was  no  meas- 
ure of  the  Holy  Ghost  vouchsafed  to  any  one  as 
yet.  Such  was  not  the  case,  as  we  have  already 
shown.  The  thought  is  couched  in  a  "  Hebrew  idi- 
om," meaning  that  the  measure  to  be  vouchsafed 
on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  according  to  Joel  2:  28, 
would  so  far  exceed  all  former  measures,  that,  by 
way  of  contrast,  the  former  are  spoken  of  as  not 
having  been  vouchsafed,  or  given.  There  are 
many  similar  idioms.  "  If  I  had  not  come  and 
spoken  unto  them,  they  had  not  had  sin."  John 
15:22. 

As  to  the  difference  of  the  effects  of  the  disci- 
ples' preaching  before  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  and 
'hat  of  ministers  after  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  we 
remark  that  the  effects  of  the  preaching  were  the 
same  in  kind,  while,  as  to  degree,  it  may  have  been 
excelled.  It  could  not  have  been  otherwise,  since 
'he  measure  of  the  Spirit  of  the  latter  so  far  ex- 
iled that  of  the  former.  But  if  God,  by  his 
Spirit,  could  convict,  and  convert,  and  save  poor 
sinners,  through  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  bc- 
f°re  Christ  was  glorified,  how  much  more  after 
Cl>rist  was  glorified! 
Each  additional  work  for  God  requires  addi- 
power,  and  therefore  an  additional  measure 
of  'he  Spirit.  But  let  no  one  conclude  that  be- 
"«se  he  has  received  a  measure  of  the  Spirit  that 
Is  therefore  perfect.  God  is  infinite.  He  gives 
no'  his  Spirit  by  measure.  And  while  he  has  given 
^  a  measure  of  his  Spirit,  he  desires  that  we 
a"  have  infinitely  more,  without  limitation.  He 
w°uld   have  us  grow   in   the   divine   nature.    The 
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lay-member,  the  minister,  the  elder,  etc.,  all  have 
a  work  to  do,  and  for  every  additional  work  God 
designs  that  we  shall  have  an  additional  measure 
of  the  Spirit.  We  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
a  divine  being,  and  that  he  is  truly  God.  We 
here  yet  add  a  few  thoughts  on  this  line. 

1.  The  Holy  Spirit  intercedes  for  us,  hence  must 
be  a  person.     Rom.  8:  26,  27. 

2.  He  may  be  grieved.     Eph.  4:  30. 

3.  He  guides,  hears,  speaks,  convicts,  shows 
things  to  come.  John  16:  13,  etc.  Acts  8:  29;  10: 
19;  11:  12;  16:  7;  Rev.  22:  17. 

All  these  passages  show  that  he  is  a  divine  per- 
son, and  if  space  would  permit,  we  might  quote  a 
number  of  passages  to  show  that  the  names  and  at- 
tributes that  are  ascribed  to  the  Father  and  Son, 
are  likewise  ascribed  to  the  Holy  Spirit.  Could 
the  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost  be  so  grave 
were  he  not  God?  We  recognize  this  holy  Trini- 
ty in  baptizing  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 


"Many  pray  for  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
for  'power'  from  on  high,  and  wonder  why  the 
Lord  does  not  answer  prayer  and  give  them  their 
desire.  It  is  many  times  because  they  are  not 
willing  to  be  used  of  the  Spirit.  They  are  pray- 
ing for  certain  effects  and  manifestations  which 
they  see  in  others  (some  of  which  are  no  doubt  of 
the  Spirit  and  some  are  not).  The  apostles  were 
not  promised  the  Holy  Spirit  to  give  them  favor 
with  the  people  or  to  cause  them  to  have  a  good 
time  and  rejoice  greatly  when  in  public  meetings, 
but  they  were  to  be  witnesses  for  Christ,  even  to 
the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  The  Holy  Ghost 
is  given  to  those  that  obey  him." 


"  It  is  the  '  Our  Father  '  part  of  the  Lord's  Pray- 
er that  the  wealthy  aristocrat  can't  understand; 
according  to  his  limited,  exclusive  way  of  thinking, 
it  is  impossible  that  his  Father  should  be  every- 
body's Father  also." 
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LESSON  LIQHT  FLASHES. 

Parable  of  the  Great  Supper — Luke  14:  15-24. 

(Lesson  for  April  12,  /S06.) 

Much  of  the  teaching  of  Christ  was  done  by 
leading  his  hearers  through  the  physical  to  the 
spiritual,  and  as  one  of  the  principal  sources  of 
enjoyment,  of  the  Jews,  and,  indeed,  of  all  people, 
came  from  eating  and  feasting,  we  have  much  of 
his  teaching  along  this  line  of  thought.  The  trail 
sition  from  that  of  physical  feasting  to  that  of 
the  spiritual,  was  made  comparatively  easy,  be- 
cause of  it  be  ng  so  directly  in  connection  with 
their  mode  of  thought  Feasting,— great  dinners 
and  suppers, — were  so  common  among  them,  and 
the  character  of  them  so  well  understood,  that  any 
lesson  taught  from  them  was  most  readily  under- 
stood. With  them  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  al- 
ways associated  with  eating.  As  Christ  was  sitting 
with  them  at  one  of  these  feasts,  he  was  convers- 
ing with  them  on  this  subject.  The  thought  was 
so  in  harmony  with  their  views  that  one  of  them 
was  made  to  speak  out  by  saying:  "Blessed  is  he 
that  shall  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Just  what  gave  rise  to  the  why  it  would  be 
blessed  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  is 
not  so  evident  from  that  which  precedes.  Perhaps 
it  was  from  the  manner  of  selecting  the  guests, 
and  who  they  were  to  be,  at  the  feasts  that  were 
being  made  by  them  at  the  time,  and  outside  of 
the  kingdom.  The  calling  to  their  feasts  the  poor, 
the  maimed,  the  lame,  and  the  blind,  would,  to 
them,  spoil  the  great  intention  and  design  of  the 
feast.  But  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
would,  of  course,  cut  all  these  out,  and  there  would 
be  present  only  first  class  society,— the  scribes, 
doctors,  lawyers,  and  the  better  class  of  the  Jews. 

The  thought,  that  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom 
of  God,  would  be  blessed,  was  all  right,  as  a 
blessed  privilege  it  surely  will  be.     But  he  made 


hoice  of  the  opportunity  to  teach  them  who 
/ould  be  the  guests  at  the  feast  in  the  kingdom, 
nd  while  the  lesson  was  made  of  special  force  to 
hem,  the  application  may  be  made  quite  forceful 
0  us.  The  "  certain  man  "  that  made  a  great  sup- 
ler  was  Christ.  The  kingdom  he  prepared  and 
opened  through  "great  suffering,  conflict,  death 
nd  victory.  Since  then,  the  great  feast  in  this 
kingdom  is  under  way  of  preparation,— is  ready, 
se  for  whom  it  was  especially  prepared,  his 
own  people,  the  Jews,  were  bidden  to  come,  but 
as  the  sequel  shows,  they  were  not  ready,  and  ex- 
cuses were  framed.  In  this,  they  seemed  to  be 
united  because  it  was  done  "  with  one  consent." 

When  the  Master  was  shown  these  things  he  was 
displeased  and  sent  his  servants  out  to  invite  us, 
the  Gentiles,  that  he  might  have  his  table  full, 
because  his  preparations  were  large,  and  he  wanted 
guests.  Just  how  readily  this  second  class  re- 
sponded we  are  not  told,  but  we  are  glad  to  know 
that  some  accepted  and  went.  We  are  further 
glad  that  there  was  still  room  for  more.  Do  we 
think  that  it  was  very  foolish  on  the  part  of  those 
first  bidden  not  to  go?  Yes,  very  strange  indeed, 
that  any  one  should  make  excuses  and  refuse  to 
go  to  so  great  a  feast.  But  how  about  the  second 
class  not  all  going?  And  how  is  it  with  us  to-day? 
We,  as  children  of  Christian  parents,  have  had 
this  blessed  invitation  ringing  in  our  ears  almost 
from  our  cradles  up, — and  where  are  we,  where 
are  you?  Have  you  accepted  the  call?  Are  you 
eating  bread  in  the  kingdom  of  God?  If  not,  why? 
It  is  just  as  blessed  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of 
God  to-day,  as  it  was  when  the  invitation  was  first 
made.  Let  me  tell  you,  if  you  are  not  to-day  eat- 
ing bread  in  the  church,  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
you  are  a  prodigal  from  the  Father's  house,  and 
are  feeding  on  swine  food,  the  bread  of  sill.  And 
if  you  are  not  terribly  awakened  soon,  and  accept 
the  invitation,  the  Master's  servants  will  leave  you 
and  go  with  persuasive  power  to  others  who  have 
had  less  opportunities  than  you,  and  by  loving 
grace  persuade  them  to  come  in  and  fill  his  table, 
and  you,  yourselves,  left  out,  where  there  will  be 
weeping,  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  Then  it 
will  be  said  of  you,  "That  none  of  those  men  who 
were  bidden  shall  taste  of  my  supper." 

The  excuses,  though  few  in  number,  were  rep- 
resentative, and  covered  the  ground.  The  first 
two  represented  the  temptations  growing  out  of 
business  and  the  dangers  of  hoped  for  gain  lead- 
ing us  away  from  higher  obligations  and  du- 
ies.  In  the  time  of  Christ  the  buying  of  land  and 
of  oxen  was  largely  the  summation  of  business 
transactions, — at  least,  the  most  common.  And 
though  the  world  to-day  has  grcatl/  enlarged  the 
kinds  of  business  for  gain,  yet  the  desire  to  see 
the  bargains  made  is  the  same.  As  a  result,  the 
same  excuses  are  made,  on  the  part  of  many,  for 
not  accepting  the  invitation  to  the  Lord's  banquet. 
Instead  of  first  seeking  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
attending  to  our  Christian  duti-s,  we  excuse  our- 
selves by  remaining  at  home  and  away,  to  try  our 
oxen  and  see  our  lands. 

The  man  who  married  a  wife  and  could  not  go, 
had  a  stronger  desire  for  social  enjoyments  than  he 
had  for  the  spiritual.  His  affections  were  the  same, 
but  differently  placed.  In  reading  the  last  excuse, 
the  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  the  "I,"  and  in- 
terpreted as  being  said  in  the  presence  of  the  oth- 
er excuses.  If  the  other  two  could  claim,  as  valid 
reasons,  the  trying  of  oxen  and  seeing  of  land,  he 
felt  his  to  be  a  better  one,  and,  he  added,  in  view 
of  the  others,  "  I  cannot  come."  When  we  con- 
sider the  customs  then  thrown  around  the  social 
relations,  as  held  between  man  and  wife,  he  had  a 
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was   not   strong   enough    to   justify   his 

away  from  the  feast  so  lovingly  provided  by  the 

great  man. 

But  the  same  excuse  is  being  made  in  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  cases  to-day.  The  social  and 
marital  attractions  and  relations  are  being  made 
excuses  for  staying  away  from  Christ.  Do  you 
think  they  will  do?  Think  well  and  long  about  it 
before  you  decide.  H.  B.  b. 
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THE  MOODY  POETS  FANTASY. 


(A  Hungarian  Song.) 
The  bird  is  not  forgotten, 

When  his  song  is  not  heard; 
For  the  green  leaves  remember 

The  wings  of  the  birdl 
Nor  is  the  wave  forgotten 

When  gone  is  the  wave; 
For  the  lone  sands  remember 

The  kisses  it  gavel 
But  no  one  remembers 

My  poor  songs  and  me, — 
Birds  flown  in  the  forest, 

Waves  lost  in  the  sea! 


DANIEL  THE  PROPHET. 


BY  J.   K.  MILLER. 


On  account  of  Judah's  wickedness,  God  permit- 
ted Nebuchadnezzar,  the  great  king  of  Babylon,  to 
besiege  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  crush  in  her  great 
walls, — capture  10,000  Jews  and  march  them  off 
eastward  a  thousand  miles,  to  the  land  of  Chaldea. 

Among  these  captives  was  a  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Daniel.  As  to  his  parentage  nothing  defi- 
nite is  known.  However,  he  appears  to  have  been 
of  royal  or  noble  descent.  Early  in  his  youth  such 
characteristics  as  love,  reverence  and  devotion  be- 
come prominent  in  his  life  and  character.  Love  for 
right,  reverence  toward  God,  implicit  obedience  to 
his  Word,  are  the  fundamental  principles  which 
give  to  Daniel  his  manhood  and  his  force  of  char- 
acter. 

When  he  entered  that  great  idolatrous  city  of 
Babylon,  he  took  his  stand  for  God  and  cried  to 
him  for  help,  to  squarely  face  the  great  problems 
of  life  which  were  sure  to  confront  him.  He  re- 
solves, deep  down  in  his  heart,  to  do  right.  Firm- 
ness of  "  purpose  "  is  the  secret  of  his  success.  He 
starts  out  in  life  with  God  on  his  side.  In  the 
midst  of  an  idolatrous  people,  he  is  not  ashamed  to 
let  his  light  shine;  he  is  not  ashamed  of  the  re- 
ligion of  his  parents;  he  is  not  ashamed  of  the  Bi- 
ble. In  the  hour  of  temptation  he  means  to  say, 
No!  and  stick  to  his  convictions,  for  the  great  pur- 
pose of  his  life  is  to  do  right. 

He,  however,  is  not  a  perfect  man,  for  he  had  a 
sinful  nature  to  contend  with,  like  the  rest  of  us. 
Hence  he  sought  his  secret  chamber  three  times  a 
day,  humbled  himself  before  God  and  made  confes- 
sion of  sin,  for  he  felt  sinful  within  his  own  heart, 
and  realized  the  necessity  of  feeding  his  soul,  so 
that  the  new  man  might  reign  triumphant,  and  the 
old  man  be  kept  down  where  he  belongs. 

A  trying  hour  is  coming.  Nebuchadnezzar  com- 
mands that  a  certain  number  of  young  Jewish  cap- 
tives, who  were  fine-looking,  should  be  brought  to 


the  king's  palace  and  placed  under  tutors,  to  be  ed- 
ucated in  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Chaldeans.  Now 
Daniel  did  not  object  to  go  to  school  and  study, 
and  become  a  learned  man,  for  there  is  no  harm  in 
gaining  all  the  useful  information  we  can,  and  then 
use  it  to  make  the  world  better.  But  that  is  not 
all.  These  >oung  Hebrews  are  appointed  a  por- 
tion of  the  king's  meat  (which  may  have  been  pro- 
nounced unclean  by  the  Levitical  law,  or  may  have 
been  meat  offered  to  idols)  and  also  they  are  to 
drink  of  the  king's  wine. 

Daniel  has  conscientious  scruples  about  partaking 
of  this  meat  and  wine,  hence  he  "  purposes  not  to  de- 
file himself."  No  amount  of  persuasion  can  change 
his  mind  on  this  question  for  he  decides  it  is  wrong, 
because  the  Bible  says  so,  and  that  settles  it.  He 
believes  his  Bible.  He  has  a  religion  that  is  deep- 
ly rooted  in  his  heart  and  soul,  and,  indeed,  this  is 
the  only  kind  that  will  regulate  our  lives. 

Some  people  to-day  join  the  church  to  get  into 
better  society,  or  attain  some  position  of  honor,  or 
with  the  view  of  increasing  their  financial  interests, 
or  something  else.  But  not  so  with  Daniel.  He 
has  a  heart  full  of  love  for  his  God  and  longs  to  at- 
tain unto  the  highest  possible  degree  of  purity  and 
holiness.  Taking  his  stand  for  God,  the  Lord  stood 
right  by  Daniel  and  led  him  straight  forward  into 
positions  of  honor  and  trust,  until  he  became  the 
mightiest  of  men. 

"Give  me  pulse  and  water;  take  away  this  meat 
and  wine,"  says  Daniel.  He  realized  that  "wine 
is  a  mocker  and  strong  drink  is  raging,  and  he  that 
is  deceived  thereby  is  not  wise."  They  permit  him 
to  pursue  his  studies  and  diet  on  pulse  and  water, 
and  the  result  is,  that  he  is  much  fairer  and  fleshier 
than  those  of  his  fellow  class-mates  who  eat  their 
portion  at  the  king's  table,  for  the  Lord  is  with 
Daniel.  He  increases  in  knowledge  and  wisdom. 
The  Bible  (the  law,  prophets,  and  psalms)  is  his 
daily  companion  and  casts  a  halo  over  all  Jhis 
knowledge,  gained  from  his  instructors. 

Years  roll  into  the  past.  The  king  Nebuchad- 
nezzar has  a  very  peculiar  dream,  which  makes  an 
unusual  impression  upon  his  mind,  but  he  has  en- 
tirely forgotten  it.  Certain  of  the  (so-called)  wise 
men  are  summoned  to  appear  before  the  king  to  re- 
produce his  forgotten  dream.  They,  failing  to  do 
this,  the  angry  king  hastily  orders  that  all  the  wise 
men  in  his  realm  should  be  put  to  death.  Daniel, 
hearing  of  this  rash  decree,  quickly  sends  word  to 
the  king  not  to  be  so  hasty  in  this  matter,  for,  says 
he,  My  God  is  a  revealer  of  secrets,  and  if  I  am 
granted  a  day  of  grace  I  shall  find  out  thy  dream, 
O  king!  The  proposition  is  accepted.  Daniel 
hastens  to  his  chamber,  has  communion  with  God, 
and  during  the  night,  in  a  vision,  the  whole  matter 
is  revealed  to  Daniel.  Early  in  the  morning  he  is 
at  the  king's  palace,  and,  first  giving  God  the  glory, 
he  proceeds  to  tell  the  forgotten  dream,  even  with 
the  interpretation  thereof. 

Nebuchadnezzar  is  well  pleased.  His  frowns 
change  to  smiles,  thinking  he  has  found  a  truly 
wise  man  at  last,  and  to  reward  Daniel  the  king 
makes   him  a  ruler  in  the  great  Chaldean  Empire. 

In  a  few  years  this  king  has  another  very  singu- 
lar dream.  This  time  he  remembers  it  all  quite 
distinctly  but  calls  on  Daniel  to  have  it  interpreted. 
Here  is  the  prophet's  opportunity  to  send  some 
wholesome  counsel  home  to  this  proud  king's  heart, 
and  he  does  it.  Daniel  never  missed  an  opportuni- 
ty to  use  his  Bible  for  God.  He  tells  the  king  to 
"  break  off  his  sins  by  righteousness,  and  his  iniqui- 
ties by  showing  mercy  to  the  poor."  By  Daniel 
standing  firm  for  God  in  that  wicked  city  of  Baby- 
lon, this  proud  heathen  king  is  finally  humbled  and 
made  to  praise  the  Lord.  Oh,  for  more  Daniels  to- 
day, who  will  stand  firm  for  the  Bible,  in  all  of  its 
teachings,  and  who  will,  through  their  great  faith 
in  God  and  love  for  souls,  lead  many  to  Christ. 

Nebuchadnezzar  dies.  About  twenty  years  later, 
his  grandson,  Belshazzar,  is  seated  upon  the  throne, 
and  makes  a  great  feast  to  a  thousand  of  his  lords. 
In  the  midst  of  their  boisterous  revelry  this  young 
king  suddenly  turns  deathly  pale.  His  wine  cup 
falls  with  a  crash  upon  the  floor.  His  knees  smite 
together,  like  a  leaf  in  the   storm.     He  trembles 


from  head  to  foot,  all  becaus 
sight  yonder  in  the  palace.     " 
wall,  \ 
fire! 
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m°st  pecu]iat 
hand  "Pon  ,he 
ting,-yes,  writing  a  message  in  letters  „ 
ill  the  wise  men!— Belshazzar  shouts.  Th 
come,  but  cannot  read  those  mysterious  word* 
The  Queen  says,  Send  for  Daniel.  Immediately^ 
is  brought  to  the  scene.  Methinks  I  hear  Da  i 
say,  "  Why,  that  is  my  Father's  handwriting,  r  ' 
tainly  I  can  interpret  that  for  you."  But  before  h 
begins,  he  gives  the  king  and  his  lords  a  scorin' 
sermon,  to  prepare  their  hearts  for  the  coming  m/ 
sage.  "  Mene:  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom 
and  finished  it."  "  Tekel:  Thou  art  weighed  i 
the  balances  and  art  found  wanting."  "Upharsiiv 
Thy  kingdom  is  divided  and  given  to  the  Medes 
and  Persians." 

What  an  awful  message!  Oh  how  these  words  of 
doom  must  have  rung  through  that  palace  hall  that 
night,  Behold  Belshazzar's  fate  and  take  warning 
From  him  that  night,  the  Chaldeans  snatch  his 
kingdom,  and  not  only  his  kingdom,  but  his  own 
life,  and  thus  he  passes  into  the  eternal  night,  from 
a  palace  hall,  to  one  of  judgment. 

In  this  new  kingdom  Daniel  is  appointed  presi- 
dent over  one  hundred  and  twenty  princes.  These 
sub-rulers,  through  envy  and  hatred,  plot  to  take 
his  life.  Their  scheme  is  this:  They  have  in- 
fluenced king  Darius  to  issue  a  decree,  which  com- 
pels all  of  his  subjects  to  worship  him  for  the  next 
thirty  days.  The  decree  has  gone  into  effect,  ' 
death  as  the  penalty  to  those  who  do  not  obey. 
What  is  Daniel  going  to  do?  By  worshiping 
king  for  thirty  days  he  can  dodge  the  shrewd  plot 
of  his  enemies  and  thus  save  his  life.     But  to  d 

l-like.  He  goes  to  his  window, 
md  prays  as  usual,  not  to  the 
He  prays  to  God.  By  so  doing 
inal  according  to  the  law  just 
passed,  and  consequently  he  is  doomed  to  die. 
enemies  rejoice  to  see  this  gray-headed  prophet 
thrust  by  cruel  hands  into  the  lion's  den.  Bu 
harm  befalls  this  man  of  God  there.  The  1 
that  created  the  lion's  ferocious  nature  is  able  to 
subdue  it  to  that  of  a  lamb.  Down  in  the  dark 
dungeon,  with  not  a  ray  of  light,  save  that  w 
glared  from  the  keen,  piercing  eyes  of  those 
fierce  and  savage  kings  of  the  forest,  Daniel  once 
les  with  his  God.  Methinks  I  see  him 
ead  upon  a  lion's  breast.  How  calm  all 
t  repose  he  spends  the  night,  for  Ga- 
is  his  protection. 

different  the  scene  in  yonder  palace! 
mes  to  the  king  upon  his  easy  couch, 
Dnscience-smitten  and  of  all  men  most 
i  he,— all  because  he  permitted  one  of 
n  in  all  his  realm  to  be  cast  in  the  lion's 
den.  Early  in  the  morning  the  troubled  king  is  at 
the  place  where  he  last  saw  this  saintly  old  proph- 
et. He  opens  the  den,  calls  out,  Daniel!  and  then 
listens.  A  familiar  voice  he  hears  from  below. 
Ah,  Daniel  still  lives.  Out  he  comes,  and  by  the 
king's  command  every  one  of  Daniel's  enemies 
is  thrust  into  the  dungeon  from  whence  the 
prophet  came,  and  devoured  between  the  iron  jaws 
of  hungry  lions.  Dig  a  pit  for  another  and  you 
will  most  likely  fall  into  it  yourself. 

Daniel  now  returns  to  his  place  of  duty  and  fills 
his  position  of  honor  and  trust  the  remainder  of  his 
days  which  are  few.  At  a  good  old  age,  after  hav- 
ing faithfully  fulfilled  his  earthly  mission,  God  calls 
him  up  higher,  to  begin  a  more  glorious  mission  in 
the  life  beyond.  2,500  years  have  gone  into  the 
past,  but  Daniel  still  lives.  The  influence  of  a  life 
so  active  and  energetic,  so  trustful  and  firm,  s 
loyal  and  true  can  never  die.  The  Holy  Spin? 
has  recorded  his  life,  and  as  it  has  come  down 
through  these  many  years  it  has  said  to  many,  "  Ke 
a  Daniel!  "  What  is  it  saying  to  us  in  this  nine- 
teenth century?  Let  me  impress  the  fact  that  tne 
age  in  which  we  live  and  the  sphere  in  which  we 
act,  affords  each  of  us  an  opportunity  to-day  to  be 
Daniels.  His  life  commends  itself  to  us,  and  ur- 
gently says, 

"  Dare  to  be  a  Daniel, 
Dare  to  stand  alone, 
Dare  to  have  a  purpose  firm, 
Dare  to  make  it  known." 
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THE  COMMON  OFFER1NO. 


It  is  not  the  deed  we  do, 
Though  the  deed  be  ttev 

But  the  rove  that  the  dear 
Hidden  with  lowly  care 
In  the  heart  ol  the  deed 

The  love  is  the 


er  so  fair, 

Lord  looketh  for, 


»(.., r. 


thing, 

ust  hold, 

Or  ever  the  Lord  will  take  the  gift. 
Or  tell  the  worth  of  the  gold 
By  the  love  that  cannot  be  told. 

Behold  us,  the  rich  and  the  poor, 

Dear  Lord,  in  thy  service  draw  near; 
One  consecratcth  a  precious  coin, 
One  droppeth  only  a  tear; 
Look,  Master,  the  love  is  here! 

— Christina  G.  Rosetti. 


IN  AND  OUT  OF  THE  NEBRASKA  PENITENTIARY. 


BY  A.  M.  T.  MILLER. 


Through  the  courtesies  of  the  officers,  Bro.  J.  E. 
Young  and  I  spent  Sunday,  March  15,  in  our  State 
Prison.  We  had,  at  different  times,  for  the  past 
year,  sent  tracts  to  the  prison.  Through  corres- 
pondence we  got  the  invitation  as  above  stated. 

At  10:45  A.  M.  the  Chapel  doors  were  closed 
against  visitors,  which  makes  you  think  of  the 
parable  of  the  ten  virgins,— one  minute  late  bars 
you  out.  As  soon  as  the  outside  doors  are  closed 
the  heavy  iron  gate  at  the  west  entrance  of  the 
Chapel  is  opened,  and  the  prisoners  come  march- 
ing in  in  single  file.  They  walk  very  slow  and 
close  up  to  each  other,  with  their  right  hand  lying 
on  the  shoulder  of  the  one  in  front  of  them. 
About  three  hundred  men  came  marching  in  with 
their  striped  suits.  The  stripes  are  about  two  inch- 
es wide,  black  and  white,  running  around  instead 
of  up  and  down  the  garment.  As  they  came 
marching  in  they  looked  like  a  mammoth  striped 
worm,  and  as  they  were  seated  they  looked  like 
the  limbs  of  some  great  worm,  one  by  one  drop- 
ping off.  After  the  men  were  seated,  seven  wom- 
en, who  are  inmates,  came  in,  five  of  them  were 
negroes.  Five  black  women  to  two  whitel  Where 
there  are  so  few  negroes  as  there  are  in  our  State, 
it  is  a  strong  argument  for  a  negro  mission 

At  11  A.  M.  the  doors  all  closed,  and  Bro.  Young 
took  the  stand,  read  Isa.  61:  1,  2,  3,  and  dwelt 
largely  on  the  prison  of  sin  that  caused  so  many 
mistakes  in  life,— that  sin  was  a  stronger  wall  than 
the  stone  walls  of  this  prison,  that,  had  it  not  been 
for  sin,  the  men  and  women  would  not  be  confined 
within  those  walls.  Many  eyes  were  filled  with 
tears,  which  told  us  that  Bro.  John  was  touching 
their  hearts  with  truth. 

After  preaching,  the  convicts  returned  to  their 
cells,  excepting  those  who  wished  to  stay  foi  " 
day  school.  All  can  stay  if  they 
seventy-five  or  eighty  remained.  They  give  the 
signal  by  raising  their  hands.  Then  they  are  per- 
mitted to  drop  out  of  the  ranks.  Here  we  have 
again  the  peculiar  appearance  of  a  great  striped  cat- 
erpillar moving  along,  and  one  now  and  then  drop- 
ping out  The  women  all  stayed  in  for  Sunday 
school;  they  were  in  a  class  by  themselves.  The 
men  were  placed  in  three  classes.  Not  many  ot 
them  had  Bibles.  1  handed  my  Bible  to  one  of  the 
prisoners,  which  was  much  appreciated. 

After  Sunday  school  I  called  on  a  prisoner  from 
our  county,  who,  a  few  years  ago,  was  a  respected 
mechanic.     He  was  elected  City  Clerk  of  Beatrice 
After  his  election  he  got  to  drinking.     His  trien 
told  him  he  was  drinking  too  much.     He  said  n 


could  regulate  that,  but  he  failed  to  do  it.     Now 
the  law  is  regulating  him. 

He  told  me  that  if  he  had  kept  on  plastering 
houses  instead  of  getting  in  public  office,  he  would 
not  be  in  prison.  I  said,  "  Tom,  I  did  not  see  you 
Sunday  school  to-day.  I  wish  you  would 
attend  next  Sunday."  He  shook  his  head.  I 
stepped  out  and  had  the  lady,  that  taught  the 
class  that  I  stopped  in,  to  come  in,  and  introduced 
the  prisoner.  1  said,  "Tom,  I  want  you  to  prom- 
ise Mrs.  Wallis  to  attend  her  class  next  Sun- 
day." At  first  he  declined.  I  said,  "Well,  Tom, 
I  would  like  for  you  to  promise.  Then  I  know  you 
will." 

After  some  reluctance  he  said,  "  Mr.  Miller, 
here  is  my  hand,  I  will  be  in  Sunday  school  next 
Sunday." 

If  I  never  do  anything  else  for  the  prisoners  than 
getting  Tom  to  go  to  Sunday  school  and  study 
the  Bible,  I  know  the  Lord  will  bless  me  for  it. 

I  will  yet  mention  a  few  truths  taught  by  Mrs. 
Wallis  to  the  prisoners:  The  lesson  was  the  Lord's 
Prayer.  She  asked  the  class,  "  How  many  are  fa- 
thers?" Seven  or  eight  hands  went  up,  and  at 
the  same  time  tears  came  into  their  eyes.  If  you 
ever  saw  sympathy  appealed  to,  right  here  it  was. 
"Well,"  she  said,  "if  you  are  fathers  you  know 
how  to  give  and  answer  requests  when  your  chil- 
dren would  ask  for  things.  You  know  when  best 
not  to  give;  so  does  our  Heavenly  Father.  Some- 
times we  ask  for  things  and  are  not  ready  to  re- 
ceive them.  When  you  ask  God  for  something, 
it."     This  was  a  very  practical 


be  cultivated.  All  around  us  is  mission  work, 
and  we  should  be  up  and  at  work.  The  doctrine 
the  Brethren  preach  is  generally  regarded  as  safe 
ground  by  every  one,  and  while  there  are  those 
who  reject  it,  there  are  many  honest  hearts  who 
are  only  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  hear  the 
whole  truth.  What  are  we  doing  towards  helping 
in  this  work?— should  be  the  question  for  us  all. 
God  loves  a  cheerful  giver  and  a  cheerful  service. 
We  should  work  willingly  wherever  we  are,  re- 
membering that  the  path  of  duty  is  not  flowery, 
but  what  is  our  duty  should  be  faithfully  per- 
formed, not  looking  for  an  earthly  reward. 

— We  have  been  following  with  interest,   Bro.   H. 
B.  B's  editorials  across  the  ocean  and  over  the  hills 
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get  ready  to  receive  it." 
thought. 

At  the  close  of  the 
around  with  a  bundle 
asked  the  teacher  if  shi 
some  religious  papers  for  her  class.  She 
would  be  very  glad  for  them,  but  had  r 
getting  them,  that  there  were  no  funds  for  sup- 
plies; all  they  had  was  donated,  but  no  religious 
papers.  I  wish  we  could  get  a  lot  of  Messengers 
into  our  prisons,  all  over  the  country.  Well,  put 
me  down,  for  one  to  send  twenty  copies  to  the  Ne- 
braska State  Prison.  Let  each  State  Prison  be 
supplied  with  the  Messenger.  1  left  a  nice  lot  of 
tracts  for  the  prisoners. 

I  was  very  glad  that  Bro.  Young  and  I  could  vis- 
it the  institution  when  we  wanted  to.  We  had  a 
very  cordial  invitation  to  return.  Our  State  is 
very  fortunate  in  having  such  courteous  officers  in 
harge  of  the  prison. 

Pickrdl,  Nebr. 


and  valleys  of  Palestine  to  the  R 
here  we  read  of  more  good  news, 
suppose,  will  be  the  opening  of  a 
the  grand  old  City  of  Jerusalem. 

— In   the    last    Messenger    Bro. 
speaks  of  the  great  revival  they  ar 
church,  our  adjoining  congregatioi 
wonder  at  it.    We  had  the  pleasun 
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ary,  at  that  place,  and   never  s; 
anywhere  on  the  part  of  the  c 
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About 


JOTTINGS. 


,  BURKHOLDER. 

The  Messenger  reaches  us  now  on  Saturday 

evening  instead  of  Monday,  and  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated, coming  at  the  close  of  a  busy  week.  It  is 
cheering  to  read  of  the  good  work  that  is  going 
on  in  the  churches,  both  at  home  and  in  foreign 
fields.  The  account  Bro.  Fercken  g 
organization  in  Smyrna  was  read 
especially  when  we  think  that  only 
year  ago  we  first  heard  from  him  a 
far  West,  inquiring  after  the  Breth 
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forget  the  lit  tie  bands  who  are  so  faithfully  labor- 
ing in  far-away  fields,  but  help  them  in  every  pos- 
sible way! 

—We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  work  in  India 
is  also  progressing,  and  that  already  there  are 
those  who  have  accepted  Christ.  The  money  for 
the  Mission  Home  will  surely  be  on  hand,  and  the 
work  carried  on.  Those  of  us  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  living  in  large  congregations  and  know 
the  pleasure  of  Christian  association  cannot  fully 
appreciate  the  position  of  our  earnest  consecrated 
missionaries;  but  we  should  try  to  do  so,  and  pray 
for  more  workers  to  join  them.  We  are  glad  that 
we  have  young  men  and  women  in  the  Brother- 
hood who/fr-/  it  their  duty  and  glorious  privilege 
to  "  go  "  wherever  they  are  called  to  work  in  the 
cause  of  the  Master.  And  while  the  good  work  is 
going  on  abroad,  there  are  home  fields  that  should 
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w  in  Washington.  He 
ion    March    I   and  bap- 


standing  incl 
ject  seemed  to  be  that  s 
worked  together  and  1 
fruit.  Since  Bro.  Mill 
have  been  added.  This 
sister  Albert  Hollingcr 
preached  his  farewell 
tized  the  "ten,"  Bro.  Miller  referred  to,  in  the 
presence  of  a  thousand  people.  Bro.  Hollinger 
will  be  greatly  missed  in  our  district,  but  he  and 
wife  are  certainly  fitted  for  mission  fields.  We 
trust  it  will  not  be  long  until  we  will  have  a  place 
of  worship  in  the  National  City.  A  week  ago  an 
earnest  young  sister  was  called  from  the  same  con- 
gregation to  assist  brother  and  sister  Hollingcr, 
and  surely  the  Southern  District  of  Pennsylvania 
should  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  and  workers 
in  Washington.  The  spirit  that  should  charac- 
terize all  should  be,  "  Here  am  I,  send  me,"  and 
there  will  be  no  lagging  in  the  work. 

— There  seems  to  be  still  some  complaining  of 
our  high-priced  church  paper,  the  Messenger. 
Who  that  appreciates  its  weekly  visits  fully,  would 
object  to  the  price?  Probably  a  few  years'  work 
in  a  printing  office  would  cause  them  to  change 
ther  minds.  Very  few  people  are  aware  of  the 
amount  of  care  and  labor  required  to  get  out  one 
paper,  say  nothing  of  fifty  two. 

-I  hope  all  will  carefully  read  Bro.  Ji 
Sell's  article  in  the  last  issue,  "Unfair  C 
sons."  He  speaks  of  some  still  want 
because    of    the    cheapness. 


es  A. 

apari- 


"plair 
who  talk  that  way  a 
than  cheapness.  And 
ing  of  the  sister's  boi 
should  be  discarded, 
sidered  "plain"  even 
does  not  impress  tht 
those  professing  to  be 
Newhirg,  Pa, 


■e  advocating   fash 
while  I   advocate  tht 
net,   I  think   all   gay 

Bright  colo, 

by  fashionable  peopl 
m  favorably  when  wc 
a  plain  people. 


People 


ot 


and 
n  by 


an  age  of  magnificent  gifts  for  charitable 
During  the  year   1895  the 
as  contributed  to  public  bei 


d!  $2 


Tins 
purpose 

943,549  was  contributed  to  public  benevolences  by 
bequests  and  divers  gifts.  This  was  nearly  nine 
millions  more  than  was  thus  given  in  1894.  This 
large  amount  was  distributed  as  follows:  To  col- 
leges, 812,3.9,820;  to  charities,  £5,745,670;  to 
churches,  82,089,150;  to  museums  and  art  galleries, 
81,724,500;  to  libraries,  S.,32,433;  and  to  other  in- 
stitutions, 86,471,976.  This  is  small  compared 
with  what  the  people  of  this  land  could  do 
were  they  so  disposed.  Were  our  people  so  in- 
clined they  might  raise  a  half  million  dollars  with 
which  to  endow  some  of  our  schools  and  other 
enterprises  intended  for  public  good. 


"  We  need  at  the  very  outstart  to  get  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel.  Untold  harm  has  come  from  know- 
ing only  the  letter." 
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Mount  Morris,  111.,  April  4,  1896. 


Eighteen  applicants  for 
ed  in  the  South  Loup  churcl 


icmbership  are  report- 
,  Nebr, 


The  District  Meeting  of  the  First  Distri< 
Virginia  will  be  held  in  the  Antioch  church,  Ft 
lin  Co.,  Va.,  April  17  and  18. 


Saturday,  May  2,  is  the  tin- 
District  Meeting  of  Michigan, 
be  held  in  the  Saginaw  church. 


nted  for  the 
leeting  will 


Bro.  J.  E.  Rolston,  of  Sheldon,  Iowa,  writes  us 
that  their  Distrist  evangelist,  Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  is 
now  at  Primghar,  O'Brien  county,  holding  a  series 
of  meetings.  The  interest  is  good,  and  several  have 
already  applied  for  membership. 


Bro.  Albert  Smith  1 
Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  and  gi 
great  needs  of  the  chun 
pects    foi 


as  decided  to  locate  in 
/e  special  attention  to  the 
h  in  that  city.  The  pros- 
flourishing   congregation 


of  Brethren  there  are  quite  encouraging  indeed. 


Bro.  ].  D.  Andrews,  of  Lovewell,  Kans.,  writes: 
"  God  bless  the  Messenger,  and  He  does  bless  it 
to  the  building  up  of  his  people  and  the  conversion 
of  sinners.  It  was  largely  through  its  influence 
that  I  was  brought  to  see  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus.  It  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  missionaries 
we  have.     No  minister  can  afford  to  be  without  it." 


We  spent  last  Saturday  and  Sunday  very  pleas- 
antly with  the  members  at  Lanark.  In  the  coun- 
cil on  Saturday,  the  church  decided  to  pay  S125 
into  the  district  mission  fund  of  Northern  Illinois. 
Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  was  elected  delegate  to  the 
Annual  Meeting  and  brethren  Joseph  Stitzel  and 
Truman  Erkman  delegates  to  the  District  Meeting. 
We  found  the  Sunday  congregations  large  and  the 
members  full  of  good  cheer. 


The  Yellow  Creek  church,  Ind.,  has  cause  to  re- 
joice. Their  recent  series  of  meetings  closed  with 
thirty-three  additions. 


The  District  Meeting  for  Middle  Missouri  is  to 
be  held  in  the  Mineral  Creek  church,  May  7  and  8. 
Ministerial  Meeting  May  6. 

Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenoerger  is  holding  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Laura,  Ohio,  at  a  point  where  our  peo- 
ple have  no  house  of  worship. 


Bro.  P.  C.  Geib  writes  us  that  nine  were  recent- 
ly added  to  the  Cheques  church,  Lancaster  Co., 
Pa.,  by  confession  and  baptism. 

The  Sunday  school  workers  seem  wonderfully 
pleased  with  the  improvements  we  have  made  on 
our  Quarterlies,  and  especially  are  they  pleased 
with  the  make-up  and  appearance  of  thejuveniie 
Quarterly.  Its  fine  illustrations  make  it  attractive 
everywhere.  

The  clerks  of  District  Meetings  will  please  not 
fail  to  send  us  a  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  their 
Meeting,  with  queries  marked,  intended  for  the 
Annual  Meeting.  This  is  important  for  the  reason 
that  we  mu-t  this  year  arrange  and  print  these 
queries  for  the  use  of  the  delegates  at  the  Con- 
ference.   

In  answer  to  many  who  have  made  special  in- 
quiry concerning  the  sickness  of  Bro.  James  R. 
Gish,  his  wife  writes  us  that  his  disease  is  pleurisy 
in  the  left  side.  A  sack,  filled  with  water,  has 
been  removed  three  times,  and  may  have  to  be 
taken  out  again  The  disease  has  assumed  the 
chronic  form  and  his  condition  does  not  improve. 
He  seems  to  grow  weaker  as  the  days  go  by. 


/"We 


:  in   receipt  of  a  letter  from   Bro.   G.  J. 

dated  March  n,  in  which  he  says  of  the 
mission  in  Smyrna:  "  I  do  not  like  to  set  my  heart 
too  much  upon  it,  nor  give  the  churches  in  Amer- 
ica too  much  hope  for  encouragement,  but  I  be- 
lieve, in  my  very  heart,  that  God  is  going  to  do  a 
great  work  here  in  the  near  future.  There  are 
many  inquirers  seeking  Christ,  and  anxious  for  the 
truth  as  it  can  only  be  found  in  the  Gospel.  We 
had  a  nice  little  congregation  last  Sunday  night. 
The  chairs  we  have  were  not  sufficient  to  hold  the 
people.     Many  gave  signs  of  assent." 


few 


A  late  issue  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  cont 
very  interesting  account  of  a  number  of  Br- 
and others  passing  through  that  city  on  thei 
to    North    Dakota.     The    entire    party    nun 


way 


about  1,500,  and  required  for  the 
senger  coaches  and  one  hundret 
cars.  Some  of  them  were  movin 
hold  goods  and  not  a  few  were 
trip  to  spy  out  the  land.  Ther 
few  hundred  members  among  thi 
hoped  that  those  who  find  home: 
land  will  carry  with  them  the  zea 
should  characterize  brethren  whe 
new  country.  While  we  regret  to  se> 
us,  still  we  wish  them  the  best  of  su 
trust  that  they  will  find  environments  sti 
joyable  than  those  they  have  left  behind 


;e  twenty  pas- 
d  two  freight 
th  their  house- 

an  inspection 
:re  probably  a 
ind  it  is  to  be 

that  far-away 
d  loyalty  that 
nigrating  to  a 


In  the  Brotherhood  there  are  doubtless 
Sunday  schools  where  our  Quarterlies  and  other 
helps  are  not  used.  We  would  be  pleased  to  have 
the  names  of  all  the  Superintendents  of  these 
schools  so  we  can  send  them  sample  copies  of  our 
helps,  with  a  view  of  introducing  them  into  their 
schools.  Then  there  are  hundreds  of  schools  out- 
side of  the  church  where  our  Quarterlies  would  be 
used  if  they  could  be  properly  introduced.  We 
would  also  like  the  address  of  the  Superintendents 
of  these  schools.  We  hope  our  readers  will  do  all 
to  get  our  literature  into  as  many  schools 


they 
as  po: 


iible. 


What  the  Christian  Advocate  has  to  say  about  the 
mistakes  of  Methodist  preachers  is  good  doctrine 
for  any  church.  We  quote  the  following:  "A  min- 
ister who  figured  conspicuously  in  our  sister  Meth- 


odist church, 
most  flagrant 
that  communi 
godly  life  we 
pearing,  titles 
certain  papers 
among  our  pe 
lapse,  not  mei 
sions,  but  also 


/as  two  years  ago  detected  in  a 
in,  and  forced  to  withdraw  from 
ti.  Whether  he  has  since  led  a 
lo  not  know.  His  name  is  now  ap- 
and  all,  at  the  head  of  articles  in 
that  have  their  chief  circulation 
pie.  At  the  time  of  his  criminal 
ly  from  his  lofty  religious  preten- 
on  decency,  we 


The  Southern  District  of  Pennsylvania  will  hold 
her  District  Meeting  in  the  Lost  Creek  church, 
April  28. '_ 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler's  series  of  meetings  in  the 
Roxbury  church,  near  Johnstown,  Pa.,  resulted  in 
ten  accessions. 

No  man  can  afford  to  tell  the  untruth  about  him- 
self or  any  one  else.  The  truth  will  come  out 
sooner  or  later. 

Bro.  Jacob  Witmore  closed  his  series  of  meet- 
ings at  Garrison,  Iowa,  with  thirteen  accessions. 
The  members  of  that  church  are  quite  hopeful. 


Bro.  John  F.  Kahler,  of  Louisville,  Ohio,  may 
now  be  addressed  413  East  Tuscarawas  Street, 
Canton,  same  State.  He  is  preparing  to  devote 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  the  ministry. 


Ilir 


the  conviction  that  he  ought  not  again  to  appi 
as  a  special  teacher  of  the  way  of  holiness  till  he 
had  been  subjected  to  a  very  thorough  process 
of  fumigation  and  disinfection;  nor  have  we  since 
changed  our  view  of  the  case.  There  seems  to  us 
to  be  something  essentially  immodest  in  his  thrust- 
ing himself  forward  so  soon  upon  the  public  no- 
tice. Let  him  wait  till  the  memory  of  his  fearful 
sin  has  died  out.  Even  then  it  will  become  him 
not  to  be  unduly  presumptuous," 


The  Master's  work  is  progressing  in  Oklahoma. 
Five  recently  united  with  the  church  at  Crescent 
City.  The  Brethren  in  that  part  of  the  West  feel 
the  need  of  more  commodious  places  for  holding 
meetings. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  Bombay 
Guardian,  published  in  Bombay,  India,  containing 
a  very  creditable  account  of  the  love  feast  held  by 
the  Brethren  during  Bro.  Miller's  visit  at  Bulsar, 
India.  News  of  this  kind  is  always  helpful  to  our 
cause  in  any  country,  and  especially  so  on  mission 
fields.  

About  once  in  two  years  some  one  has  us 
stop  sending  him  the  paper  because  an  article,  in- 
tended for  the  Messenger,  is  not  published.  We 
are  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  in  which  the  writer 
says:  "  You  may  discontinue  my  paper  for  one 
year,  as  an  article  of  mine,  for  publication,  found 
its  way  into  the  waste-basket,  and  my  rule  is,  for 
every  article  that  I  send  for  publication,  that  finds 
room  in  the  waste-basket,  you  may  discontinue 
the  paper  for  one  year."  Our  readers  are  capable 
of  drawing  their  own  conclusions. 


PENTECOST. 


In  a  recent  publication,  entitled  "  Rome's  Chal- 
lenge," and  widely  circulated  by  the  Adventists,  is 
this  footnote: 

Our  Savior  ate  the  passover  with  his  disciples  the  night  be- 
fore his  crucifixion,  and  he  was  crucified  on  Friday.  Friday, 
therefore,  was  the  first  day  of  the  feast  of  the  passover,  or 
of  unleavened  bread.  The  morrow  after  that  day  was  the  day 
from  which  the  fifty  days  to  Pertecost  were  to  be  counted. 
Lev.  23: 6, 11, 15, 16.  The  morrow  after  that  day  being  "the 
Sabbath  day  according  to  the  commandment "  (Luke  23:  56), 
and  the  first  day  of  the  fifty,  it  is  evident  that  the  fiftieth  day 
itself  would  be  not  Sunday  but  Saturday.  Anybody  can  dem- 
onstrate this  tor  himself  who  will  begin  with  "the  morrow 
after"  any  Friday  and  count  fifty. 

This  gives  us  occasion  for  some  remarks  con- 
cerning the  time  for  the  killing  of  the  passover 
in  the  year  of  the  crucifixion  that  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  those  who  have  given  the  subject  consid- 
erable thought. 

Most  careful  writers  hold  that  the  Pentecost,  at 
which  occurred  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  fell 
on  Sunday,  but  the  Adventists,  as  shown  in  the 
above  extract,  maintain  that  it  was  Saturday,  or 
the  Sabbath.  To  make  a  clear  point  in  their 
favor,  they  place  the  eating  of  the  legal  passover 
on  Thursday  evening,  and  claim  that  Jesus  ate  the 
passover  with  his  disciples  on  that  evening. 
This  was  after  sundown  on  Thursday  evening.  As 
the  day  ended  at  sundown,  the  real  time  when  the 
Supper  was  eaten  was  on  Friday,  for  Friday  com- 
menced at  the  going  down  of  the  sun.  According 
to  the  Scripture  cited  in  the  extract  given  above, 
the  count  for  Pentecost  commenced  "  the  morrow 
after  the  Sabbath."  If  the  passover  was  eaten  on 
Thursday  evening,  that  would  make  Friday  a 
Paschal  Sabbath,  hence  the  count  should  commence 
the  next  day,  Saturday,  and  run  for  fifty  days, 
ending  on  Saturday.  This  argument,  if  correct, 
would  place  Pentecost  on  Saturday  instead  of  Sun- 
day.    But  it  is  not  correct,    We  will  not  discuss 


THTE    GOSPEL   ZMZESSErtTO-rEK-. 


int  specially  )ust   now'   but  w'"   refer    t0 
pother  Ph^e  of  the  subject. 

eople.  in  their  controversies,  especially  with 
D'sciples.  have  maintained  that  the  time  for 
■  u  the  passover  was  on  Friday  about  the  hour 
'  '  "lesus  expired  on  the  cross.  That  would 
Saturday  the  Paschal  Sabbath,  or  rather  a 
.  Sabbath  on  that  occasion.  Then  the  count 
Pentecost  should  commence  on  Sunday.  This 
the  morrow  after  the  Sabbath."  By 
I  use  of  a  diagram  we  will  commence  the  count 
that  day  and  see  where  we  will  land,  and  the 
.  nclusions  that  must  certainly  follow: 


fUE  SEVEN  WEEKS. 


,si  Week,  •  ■  ■ 
c„„a  Week,- 
mini  Week,  .  ■ 
Fourth  Week, . 
pifth  Week,..- 
Si»lhWeek,... 
seventh  Week, 


SO  Pent, 


body,  endeavoring  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
pushing  the  Gospel  out  into  every  section  of  the 
country. 

As  for  calls  for  committees,  the  less  of  them  the 
better.  It  would  afford  us  pleasure  to  have  an 
Annual  Meeting  without  one  call  for  a  committee. 
Let  those  who  have  troubles  settle  them  at  home. 
There  is  wisdom  enough  in  the  State  Districts  to 
settle  all  of  their  local  troubles  if  the  members  will 
only  think  so.  ,,  H.  M. 


Thus  it  is  seen  that  by  placing  the  killing  of  the 
?er  on   Friday  evening,  the  eating  of  it  that 
and  the  commencing  the  count  on  Sunday, 
morrow  after  the  Sabbath,"  we  have  Pente- 
cost to  fall  on  Sunday.    And  since  all  the  leading 
niters  on  the  subject,  and  especially  the  Disciples, 
united  in  placing  Pentecost  on  Sunday,  it  fol- 
that  the   Brethren   are  right  in  placing  the 
killing    of    the    passover    on    Friday   evening.     It 
rther  follows,  that  if  the  passover  occurred   on 
mrsday  evening,  then  Pentecost  fell  on  Saturday, 
the  Adventists   claim.    Those   who   hold   that 
ntecost  fell  on  Sunday,  and  that  the  passover 
.s  killed  on  Thursday,  have  got  themselves  into 
l  dilemma.     They  have  to  surrender  one  point  or 
the  other,   and  it   now  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
they  propose  to  surrender  to  the  claim  of  the  Ad- 
ts,  and  admit  that  Pentecost  fell  on  Saturday, 
11  they  concede  that  the  Brethren  are  right 
tintaining   that   Jesus    instituted    the    Lord's 
Supper  the  evening  before  the  killing  of  the  legal 
passover? 

'  placing  the  Lord's  Supper  on  Thursday  even- 
ing, the  legal  passover  on  Friday  evening,  and 
lencing  the  count  on  Sunday,  "  the  morrow 
the  Sabbath,"  and  having  Pentecost  fall  on 
Sunday,  we  have  a  perfect  harmony  of  the  facts 
in  the  Sacred  Records,  and  we  believe  this 
is  the  only  way  they  can  be  harmonized.     J.  H.  M. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  QUERIES. 

We  suggest  that  only  queries  of  vital  importance 
be  sent  to  the  approaching  Annual  Meeting.  We 
'»ve  had  enough  queries  on  the  dress,  covering, 
and  other  similar  questions.  We  should  now 
reach  out  more  in  the  missionary  and  educational 
'ines,  and  do  what  we  can  to  spread  the  Gospel 
everywhere;  look  after  the  educational  and  spir- 
"ual  wants  of  our  young  people;  lay  plans  for  do- 
more  effectual  Sunday  school  work,  and  im- 
proving the  efficiency  of  the  ministry.  In  short, 
We  want  aggressive  movements  all  along  this  line 
among  our  people.  So  far  as  understanding  our 
general  duties  is  concerned,  we  probably  have  de- 
cisions enough  for  the  next  generation.  We  are 
als°  well  unified  in  doctrine,  and  now,  why  not 
Wrn  our  attention  to  overcoming  the  world  with 
the  Gospel?  We  have  been  resting  quite  too 
long  already.  If  there  are  any  queries  that  will 
B've  us  more  faithful  and  earnest  elders,  better 
"Mined  preachers,  more  self-sacrificing  mission- 
^es,  or  better-prepared  Sunday  school  workers, 
have  them.     We  would  like  to  see  our  An- 


QUERISTS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Please  explain  why  the  sisters  are  encouraged  by  the  church 
to  take  part  in  prayer  meeting  and  other  meetings  when  we 
read  in  I  Cor.  14: 34  that  they  be  silent  in  the  churches. 

ROVAL  E.  ElSENBlSE. 

We  have  repeatedly  stated  that  this  Scripture 
does  not  have  reference  to  the  exercises  that  the 
sisters  are  encouraged  to  engage  in  at  prayer  meet- 
ings and  other  gatherings.  To  keep  "  silent  in  the 
church  "  does  not  mean  that  she  must  neither  pray 
nor  prophesy  in  the  church.  Philip  "  had  four 
daughters,  virgins,  which  did  prophesy."  Acts  21 
9.  Prophesy  is  to  speak  to  edification  (1  Cor 
14:3),  and  this  women  may  do.  We  need  to  en- 
courage our  sisters  in  the  part  they  are  usually 
called  upon  to  take  in  our  prayer  meetings,  as  well 
as  in  other  assemblies  of  the  saints. 


The  baptism  with  water  is  for  the  penitent  be- 
liever who  applies  for  it,  and  may  be  administered 
by  man.  The  baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
for  the  soul  of  the  truly  converted,  and  is  admin- 
istered by  the  Savior,  while  the  fire  baptism 
is  for  the  unfaithful  and  wicked,  and  will  be  ad- 
ministered by  God  after  the  final  judgment. 

Is  it  wisdom  for  an  elder  to  send  a  minister  on  a  visit  to 
another  minister's  children,  and  make  investigations  where 
there  are  damaging  reports  concerning  them? 
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As  much  as  possible,  work  of  this  kind  should 
be  done  by  the  wisest  of  deacons,  or  others  select- 
ed on  account  of  their  special  fitness  for  handling 
delicate  matters.  As  a  rule,  ministers  should  not 
be  sent  on  such  visits,  and  yet  there  may  be  in- 
stances where  a  prudent  minister  is  the  very 
one  to  send.  In  sending  members  to  investigate 
damaging  reports,  very  much  depends  upon  the 
wisdom  of  the  elder  who  makes  the  selections. 
Not  unfrequently  is  the  elder  in  charge  the  very 
person  who  should  give  such  reports  his  personal 
attention,  especially  where  they  involve  the  family 
of  a  minister  who  has  great  confidence  in  the  piety 
and  wisdom  of  the  elder. 

In  some  Districts,  delegates  on  Standing  Committee  to  rep- 
resent at  Annual  Meeting  are  chosen  by  turn  or  rotation  un- 
til all  of  the  elders  in  said  District  have  served,  regardless  of 
qualifications.  Is  this  according  to  the  ruling  of  Annual  Meet- 
ing? If  not,  what  should  be  done  with  Districts  practicing 
accordingly?  E.  W. 

The  Annual  Meeting  has  made  no  particular 
ruling  on  this  phase  of  the  subject,  only  that  no 
one  elder  can  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee 
more  than  two  years  out  of  each  four.  Districts 
are  at  liberty  to  rotate  her  elders  on  the  Standing 
Committee  if  they  see  proper,  but  it  is  not  a  wise 
way  of  doing.  Elders  for  such  places  should  be 
selected  on  account  of  their  special  fitness. 

Please  explain  Matt.  10:42:  "And  whosoever  shall  give  to 
drink  unto  one  of  these  little  ones  a  cup  of  cold  water  only  in 
the  name  of  a  disciple,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  in  no 
wise  lose  his  reward."  Wm.  A.  Gines. 

By  "little  ones"  are  probably  meant  the  saints, 
or  those  who  are  Christ's  disciples.  By  "  cup  of 
cold  water  "  is  meant  the  smallest  act  of  kindness, 
and  even  such  acts,  when  done  in  faith,  with  a  pure 
motive,  will  not  go  unrewarded.  From  this  verse 
we  learn  that  God  notices  every  act  of  kindness 
done  by  any  one  to  his  people.  It  pays  to  spend 
a  whole  life  in  unselfish  deeds  of  kindness. 

J.  H.  H. 


EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Fourteen. 

WORSHIP   OF  SERPENTS. 

The  second  class  of  animals  to  which  divine  hon- 
ors are  given  in  India  are  snakes.  There  is  some- 
thing about  the  very  name  itself  that  gives  one 
an  involuntary  shudder,  and  how  people  can  wor- 
ship these  reptiles,  is  difficult  to  understand.  It 
is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  they  excite  great 
fear  among  the  people.  Perhaps  in  no  country  in 
the  world  are  there  so  many  poisonous  snakes  as 
are  to  be  found  in  India.  Some  of  them  by  mere- 
ly pricking  the  skin  cause  almost  instantaneous 
death.  Among  these  is  the  well-known  deadly 
black  cobra,  and  the  almost  equally  venomous 
rock  snake.  Death  from  the  bite  of  the  cobra 
usually  occurs  within  a  very  few  hours  after  the 
wound  has  been  inflicted. 

The  habit  of  the  natives  in  walking  about  bare- 
foot with  the  lower  limbs  entirely  unclad,  ex- 
poses them  to  constant  peril  of  being  bitten  by 
these  deadly  reptiles.  Reliable  authority  places 
the  number  who  die  annually  in  India  from  this 
cause  alone,  at  twenty-five  thousand.  So  great  has 
been  the  destruction  of  human  life  from  this 
source,  that  the*  British  Government  offered  a 
small  money  reward  for  every  poisonous  snake 
killed.  Very  few  of  the  native  Hindus,  however, 
could  be  induced  to  kill  the  reptiles,  fearing,  as 
they  said,  lest  they  might  kill  one  of  their  gods. 
The  English-speaking  people  with  the  mission- 
aries and  Moslems  had  no  such  scruples,  and  be- 
tween the  years  1875-80,  over  one  million  venom- 
ous snakes  were  killed,  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment paid  the  stipulated  reward.  During  the  same 
period  one  hundred  and  three  thousand  persons 
died  from  snake  bites.  One  of  the  missionaries, 
Mr.  A.  Haegart,  told  us  at  Calcutta,  that  he  had 
himself  killed  no  less  than  three  hundred  snakes 
during  his  stay  in  India,  over  a  hundred  of  them 
being  deadly  cobras. 

Whether  the  motive  be  fear  or  something  else, 
the  ignorant  Hindu  is  much  given  to  serpent  wor- 
ship. It  is  stated  that  some  years  ago  there 
were  in  Cashmere,  seven  hundred  temples  for 
snake  worship.  At  Benares,  we  had  pointed  out 
to  us,  by  our  intelligent  Hindu  guide,  a  huge 
stone  image  of  a  cobra,  to  which  offerings  were 
being  made.  Our  guide  said,  "We  worship  the 
image  of  the  cobra,  hoping  that  by  so  doing  we 
shall  be  protected  from  being  bitten  by  poison- 
ous snakes."  At  the  same  place  is  a  snake  pool 
which  is  believed  to  possess  great  cleansing  power. 
If  a  man  bathe  in  it  he  is  assured  by  the  attend- 
ant priest,  who  receives  a  small  gratuity,  that  any 
sin  he  may  have  committed  will  be  washed  away. 
Some  draw  the  form  of  a  serpent  on  their  walls 
and  do  homage  to  it.  Others  go  to  the  holes 
where  the  snakes  have  their  underground  homes 
and  place  sticks  in  the  ground,  wrap  cotton  thread 
about  them  and  make  offerings  of  flowers  and  food 
to  the  reptiles. 

Pool,  in  his  work  on  India,  gives  the  following 
quotation  from  a  lecture  by  an  educated  native: 
"Though  people  die  from  their  venomous  bites, 
serpents  are  worshiped  as  living  deities  by  many 
of  my  fellow-countrymen.  Respectable  citizens 
deem  it  a  duty  to  set  apart  a  cool  patch  in  their 
gardens  for  the  comfortable  residence  of  snakes. 
Occasionally  the  reptiles  creep  out  into  the  house 
itself,  just  by  way  of  a  little  change.  I  have  seen 
many  title-deeds  of  estates  in  which  the  snakes  are 
conveyed  along  with  other  rights  to  the  purchaser. 
Cobras  wander  about  freely  and  in  broad  day- 
light in  certain  of  the  famous  pagodas.  There  is 
a  temple  dedicated  to  Krishna,  which  is  particu- 
larly sacred  to  cobras.     Every  time  1  have  visited 
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the  temple  I  have  been  greeted  by  one  or  more 
of  these  reptiles.  Once  I  saw  a  huge  cobra  qui- 
etly passing  a  few  yards  off,  followed  by  a  train 
of  worshipers  with  clasped  hands.  Suddenly  it 
turned  and  began  to  crawl  toward  me,  when  I  sud- 
denly remembered  that  I  had  urgent  business  else- 
where and  hurriedly  left  the  sacred  precincts." 

The  same  author  tells  how  the  natives  place  of- 
ferings of  sugar,  butter,  flour,  milk  and  fruit  near 
the  holes  where  the  reptiles  have  their  homes. 
The  women  and  children  then  join  hands  and  cir- 
cle five  times  round  the  place,  and  then  lie  down 
and  watch  anxiously  to  see  if  the  snakes  will  come 
out  of  their  holes  and  partake  of  the  things  pre- 
sented to  them.  If  so,  which  is  usually  the  case, 
the  foolish  people  are  delighted,  and  go  back  to 
their  homes  believing  that  their  god  has  heard 
their  prayers  and  will  give  them  a  blessing. 

It  makes  the  heart  sad  to  see  and  know  that 
all  these  things  are  terrible  realities  among  India's 
millions  of  ignorant  heathen.  May  the  day  speed- 
ily come  when  these  people  shall  know  and  wor- 
ship God,  and  learn  that  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  there  is  pardon  for  all  sins,  for  "As  Moses 
lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so 
must  the  Son  of  Man  be  lifted  up,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  eter- 
nal life." 

But  the  depth  of  absurdity,  it  seems  to  us,  is 
reached  in  Hindu  animal  worship  when  divine  hon- 
ors are  paid  to  the  monkey.  That  this  mischiev- 
ous, thieving,  antic-loving  little  animal  should  be 
.  placed  among  the  gods  of  India,  seems  almost  too 
ridiculous  for  belief.  And  yet,  absurd  as  it  may 
seem  to  us,  it  is  too  true.  The  Hindu  is  not  at  all 
particular  in  selecting  his  objects  of  worship,  for 
the  monkey  is  perhaps  the  most  mischievous  and 
ungodlike  of  all  animals.  Very  often  we  are  told  a 
troop  of  them  will  appear  in  a  village  and  pro- 
ceed, out  of  a  mere  love  of  mischief,  to  tear  off  the 
roof  of  a  native  house.  The  natives  would  never 
dream  of  killing  one  of  them.  He  is  to  them  an 
impersonation  of  one  of  their  gods,  and  his  sacred 
character  shields  him  from  all  harm. 

Bro.  Stover  informed  us  that  when  the  villagers 
quarrel,  as  they  sometimes  do,  they  throw  hand- 
fuls  of  rice  on  each  other's  house  roofs,  and  the 
monkeys  assist  them  by  tearing  up  the  tiles  in 
search  for  the  food.  He  also  related  the  follow- 
ing incident:  "  Mr.  McDonough,  an  English  engi- 
neer, spends  his  vacation  in  hunting.  He  was 
called  upon  at  one  time  by  a  native,  whose  stock 
of  patience  had  been  entirely  exhausted  by  the  de- 
struction of  his  crops  by  a  lot  of  monkeys.  He 
requested  the  hunter  to  come  to  the  village  and 
shoot  some  of  them.  Mr.  McDonough  went  and 
when  about  to  begin  the  execution  the  native's 
heart  failed  him  and  he  cried  out,  "  O  Sahib,  don't 
kill  him,  don't  kill  him,  he  is  our  god,'  and  the 
animals  escaped." 

The  name  of  the  monkey  god  is  Hanuman,  and 
he  is  held  in  high  esteem  and  is  greatly  reverenced 
by  the  ignorant  worshipers  of  Vishnu.  His  images 
are  often  hideous  caricatures  of  the  human  body 
with  the  head  of  a  monkey.  They  are  also  some- 
times seen  in  the  form  of  a  shapeless  mass  of 
stone  or  clay.  They  are  painted,  or  rather  daubed 
all  over  with  red  paint  of  the  brightest  hue,  and 
then  part  of  the  oil  that  is  given  as  an  offering, 
is  poured  over  the  idol.  Nothing  can  be  more 
disgusting  in  appearance  than  these  hideous  images 
painted  red  and  reeking  with  oil,  to  which  the 
dust  adheres. 

Bro.  Stover  and  myself,  in  our  frequent  walks 
about  Bulsar,  often  saw  people  buying  small  quan- 
tities of  oil  and  carrying  it  in  brass  vessels  to  the 
temples  where  it  was  handed  to  the  priest  as  an 
offering  to  the  idol.  With  a  spoon  the  priest 
would  pour  a  small  portion  on  the  image  and  then 
bless  the  donor  and  place  a  red  mark  on  his   fore- 


TSH    OOBI^EIXj    MBSSlllSr&llK.. 

head,  using  a  little  of  the  soft  paint  from  the 
idol.  Then,  after  prostrating  himself  before  the 
idol  and  repeating  a  form  of  prayer,  simply  a  rep- 
etition of  the  god's  name,  the  worshiper  would  de- 
part, doubtless  feeling  that  he  had  served  his  god. 

We  saw  many  of  these  idols  while  in  India,  and 
we  thought  many  times,  How  can  people  be  so  fool- 
ish as  to  bow  down  before  these  gods  of  clay  and 
stone!  Williams  tells  of  an  image  of  the  monkey 
god  which  he  came  across  in  Poonah.  It  was 
said  to  be  over  two  hundred  years  old.  At  the 
time  a  man  was  in  the  act  of  painting  it  red,  and 
another  man  was  prostrating  himself  at  full  length 
on  the  ground  before  it.  Offerings  of  oil  are  be- 
ing constantly  made  to  the  images  of  Hanuman. 
Of  course  only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  oil  is 
poured  on  the  idol,  the  rest  being  appropriated 
and  sold  by  the  priest.  And  this  brings  him  a 
large  income.  It  is  authoritatively  stated  that  a 
single  offering,  made  by  a  wealthy  worshiper  to  an 
image  of  Hanuman  at  Kaira,  consisted  of  eight 
hundred  gallons  of  oil. 

We  have  space  here  for  but  one  more  illustration 
of  the  veneration  in  which  monkeys  are  held.  The 
account  is  given  in  Ward's  "  Hindus."  To  us  it 
seems  incredible,  but  in  India  it  is  not  thought  out 
of  the  way.  A  certain  rich  rajah  (native  prince) 
of  Bengal,  spent  about  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
marrying  a  male  and  female  monkey.  The  cere 
monies  lasted  twelve  days  and  were  carried  on 
with  all  the  pomp,  pageant,  and  expense  usual 
at  the  weddings  of  the  rich.  The  male  monkey 
was  dressed  in  the  richest  robes  with  a  crown  fas- 
tened upon  his  head,  and  was  borne  along  in  a  cost- 
ly vehicle,  with  a  whole  array  of  servants  to  wait 
upon  him.  Money  was  lavishly  spent  and  there 
was  much  feasting  and  great  rejoicing,  the  prince 
doubtless  believing  that  in  this  way  he  was  showing 
great  honor  to  his  God  and  securing  a  vast  amount 
of  merit  for  himself. 

But  space  forbids  that  we  should  go  further  into 
the  details  of  animal  worship,  as  found  throughout 
India.  The  subject  is  practically  inexhaustible. 
We  may,  in  addition  to  those  already  named,  say 
that  elephants,  lions,  tigers,  buffaloes,  horses,  sheep, 
dogs,  cats,  eagles,  crows,  peafowls,  the  tortoise, 
turtles,  fish  and  alligators  or  crocodiles  are  wor- 
shiped by  many  Hindus.  As  is  well  known  at  one 
time  it  was  quite  common  for  mothers  to  throw 
their  infant  girls  into  the  jaws  of  the  sacred  croco- 
diles of  the  Ganges  river  as  an  offering  to  their 
god.  Happily  this  terrible  practice  has  been 
stamped  out  by  British  authority. 

In  addition  to  animal  worship,  the  worship  of  trees 
and  plants  is  also  quite  common  in  all  parts  of  In- 
dia. Some  of  these  are  to  the  ignorant  Hindu 
deities  themselves,  while  others  are  believed  to  be 
permeated  by  the  essence  of  certain  deities. 
Among  these  are  the  pipal  or  bo  tree,  sacred  to  Hin- 
du and  Buddhist  alike,  the  banyan  tree  and  the 
soma  and  tulsi  plants.  To  the  latter  plant  the 
following  prayer  is  offered:  "  I  adore  that  tulsi  in 
whose  roots  are  all  the  sacred  places  of  pilgrimage, 
in  whose  center  are  all  the  deities,  and  in  whose  up- 
per branches  are  all  the  Vedas." 

But  the  great  estimation  in  which  the  tulsi  is 
held  is  best  indicated  by  the  fact  that  it  is  to  be 
found  in  almost  every  respectable  Hindu  house- 
hold throughout  India.  It  is  a  small  shrub,  not  too 
big  to  be  cultivated  in  a  good-sized  flower  pot,  and 
often  placed  in  rooms.  Generally,  however,  it  is 
planted  in  the  court-yard  of  a  well-to-do  man's 
house,  with  a  space  round  it  where  the  owner  may 
reverently  walk.  In  real  fact  the  tulsi  is  above  all 
others  a  domestic  or  household  divinity.  As  a 
rule  the  one  daily  religious  rite  among  the  Hindu 
women  consists  in  walking  round  the  tulsi  plant, 
saying  prayers  to  it,  or  in  placing  offerings  of 
flowers  and  rice  before  it.  It  is  also  quite  common 
to  marry  the  tulsi  plant  to  the  image  of  Krishni. 
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The  idol  is  brought  from  one  of  the  templeT  1 
cession  to  the  residence  where  the  tulsi  i  i'"0' 
The  idol  is  placed  in  a  palanquin  and  followed  * 
long  train  of  attendants.  Then  the  marriage  /' 
tivities  are  celebrated  at  the  cost  of,  perhaD  ^ 
eral  hundred  dollars.*  "  sev' 

We  have  entered  at  some  length  into  the  subject 
idol  worship  in  India,  and  some  may  conclude  th 
too  much  has  been  given.  But  as  before  intimaj! 
we  have  merely  glanced  at  the  subject,  gleaning  ,', 
tie  here  and  there  as  we  passed  along.  Volume  u 
on  volume  might  be  written,  and  still  much  would  re 
main  to  be  told.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  th 
brief  and  hastily-written  "  gleanings  "  may  give  ^ 
reader  a  general  idea  as  to  how  wholly  and  how  ftl 
ly  the  Hindu  mind  is  dominated  by  idolatry  and  idol 


not  even  the   ordii 
that  the  Creator 


"V  excuse 


worship.    There 

of  image  worship,  mat  tne  creator  is  worshiD 
through  the  idol.  Many  of  the  Hindus  veritabl ■ 
believe  that  the  very  essence  of  the  deity  is  in  th 
wood,  the  clay,  the  stone,  or  the  metal  of  which 
idols  are  made.  It  is  also  hoped  that  the  thoughtful 
reader  may  be  impressed  with  the  great  necessity 
of  giving  to  these  benighted  heathen  the  Gospel  oi 
Jesus  Christ.  We  have  but  recently  ascertained 
n  reliable  statistics,  that  Hinduism  numbers  not 
less  than  two  hundred  million  souls  and  that  bv 
the  natural  preponderance  of  births  over  deaths  it 
is  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers.  Whatever  we  do 
in  our  day  and  generation,  in  this  work,  must  be 
done  quickly.  Here  are  millions  upon  millions  of 
human  beings,  made  in  the  image  of  God,  who 
have  never  had  the  slightest  opportunity  to  hear  of 
Christ  and  his  salvation.  And  these  are  fully  em- 
braced in  one  of  the  most  positive  commands  in 
the  New  Testament,  a  command  that  comes  to  us 
in  full  force,  because  we  strongly  profess  to  obey 
all  the  commandments,  "  Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations."  Will  we  obey  the  Master's 
last  commandment? 


l  and  Hinduis 
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— <*  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *— - 


THE  MYSTERY  IN  THE  GARDEN. 


Here  is  the  open  crypt,  where  late 

Soft  hands  immured  a  dear,  dead  form; 
Sweetly  He  slept,  in  humble  state, 

After  the  burst  of  envy's  storm; 
Wound  in  the  grave's  white  vestments,  laid 

In  pleasant  odors,  stone  and  seal 
He  marked  nor  recked;  in  that  awed  shade 

The  very  silence  fain  would  kneel. 
But  things  are  rent;  the  breaking  day 

Looks  in.upon  an  empty  bed; 
Where  last  night  lay  the  precious  clay, 

The  folded  habit  lies  instead; 
How  came  the  strung  door  open  so? 

Who  took  these  clothes  from  off  the  dead? 
And  where  is  He?     These  low  walls  know, 

That  echoed  His  departing  tread. 
How  did  He  rise?    Did  angels  bend 

To  lift  Him  and  return  His  soul 
Now  three  days  gone?     Did  they  descend 

The  close-wrapped  cerements  to  unroll. 
And  lead  Him  forth  a  free,  new  man?     ■ 

What  shook  the  earth?     With  what  defense 
Met  He  the  guard?     What  wondrous  plan 

Lies  in  the  mystic  exit  hence? 
Flashes  the  Word  across  the  dark; 

"  I  am  the  Resurrection;  though 
Entombed  a  marble  Christ,  the  spark 

Of  life  immortal  now  doth  glow 
By  mine  own  will;  whoso  believes 

The  mystery,  the  same  shall  rise 
When  I  shall  come  to  bind  my  sheaves, 

And  solve  the  secret  in  the  skies." 

—Adalim  HohfBxty- 
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Marriage  is  an  institution  which  God  has  giveP 
for  the  purity  and  happiness  of  his  people,  and  f°' 
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the  propagation  of  the  race.  The  question  has  of- 
ten been  asked,  "  Is  marriage  a  failure?  "  and  some- 
times it  has  been  flippantly  answered  that  it  is.  As 
well  might  the  farmer  who  neglects  his  farm  and 
starves  his  stock,  and  perhaps  his  family,  say  that 
farming  is  a  failure,  when  it  is  only  he  himself  that 
has  failed,  as  for  the  man  who  has  made  a  wreck  of 
life,  to  come  up  and  denounce  the  God-given  insti- 
tution which  he  himself  has  disgraced. 

The  thousands  of  true  and  faithful  husbands  and 
wives,  of  bright  and  promising  children,  and  of 
hippy  homes  all  over  our  land,— all  attest  that 
marriage  is  not  a  failure.  The  institution  which 
has  given  to  the  world  more  than  nine  out  of  every 
ten  men  and  women  whose  lives  have  blessed  the 
race,  cannot  be  a  failure.  God  himself  has  given 
the  marriage  institution,  and  he  never  gives  any- 
thing that  is  a  failure. 

Yet,  when  we  think  of  the  large  number  of  di- 
vorces that  are  granted  every  year,  and  increasing 
at  a  surprising  rate,  we  are  made  to  believe  that 
there  is  something  wrong  with  the  married  life  of 
our  day.  It  is  not  alone  that  the  laws  are  loose 
and  divorces  too  easily  obtained,  but  the  alarming 
feature  of  this  subject  is  that  there  are  so  many 
people  who  are  married,  and  are  tired  of  each  oth- 
er, and  wish  to  be  divorced.  Yet  those  who  apply 
for  divorces  are  by  no  means  all  whose  wedded  in- 
felicity makes  life  miserable.  Indeed,  they  are  but 
a  small  portion  of  those  to  whom  the  marriage  tie 
is  a  galling  chain  which  binds  each  to  another  with 
whom  existence  is  loathsome.  To  the  husband  and 
wife  who  love  each  other,  as  God  ordained  they 
should,  marriage  is  no  tie,  but  only  a  happy  privi- 
lege of  being  together  and  being  all  in  all  to  each 
other. 

The  difference  between  these  two  conditions,  be- 
tween happiness  and  misery,  is  the  difference  be- 
tween those  who  live  up  to  the  duties,  requirements 
and  privileges  of  the  institution  they  have  entered, 
and  those  who  come  short  of  it.  Since  the  observ- 
ance of  this  law  is  fraught  with  such  happy  results, 
it  is  important  that  this  divine  law  of  marriage,  and 
the  principles  that  underlie  it,  are  well  understood. 

In  the  beginning  God  said  he  would  make  a  help- 
meet for  Adam  (not  helpmate  as  it  is  so  often  mis- 
quoted. This  word  does  not  occur  in  the  Bible). 
Luther's  translation  says  he  would  make  a  helper 
for  Adam.  The  term  helpmeet  means  a  help  fit  or 
suitable  for  Adam.  Out  of  the  rib  he  had  taken 
from  Adam's  side  God  made  a  woman  and  brought 
her  to  him.  When  Adam  saw  her  he  said,  "There- 
fore" (because  she  was  bone  of  his  bone  and  flesh 
of  his  flesh)  "shall  a  man  leave  father  and  mother 
and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife.  And  they  twain 
shall  be  one  flesh." 

The  two  important  points  in  this  narrative,  which 
explain  the  whole  nature  of  the  peculiar  relation- 
ship, are  (1)  she  shall  be  a  help  suitable  for  him, 
and  (2)  they  shall  be  one  flesh. 

When  a  man  wishes  to  marry  there  are  two  ques- 
tions which  he  should  give  his  closest  attention. 
They  are,  "  Is  she  such  an  one  that  will  prove  a 
help  suitable  for  me?  "  And,  "Do  I  love  her  bet- 
ter than  every  one  else  beside?  "  These  questions 
sum  up  the  whole  matter,  and  if,  after  carefully  con- 
sidering them  from  every  standpoint,  he  can  answer 
them  affirmatively,  he  need  not  hesitate  to  marry. 
Every  man  should  make  his  own  selection,  yet  he 
ought  not  to  be  deaf  to  the  kindly  suggestions  and 
advice  of  parents  and  friends,  who  sometimes  have 
a  better  opportunity  of  estimating  the  real  worth  of 
the  woman  than  he  himself  has. 

In  selecting  a  woman  who  is  to  be  a  help  suitable 
for  him  for  life,  many  things  are  to  be  considered. 
In  the  first  place  he  must  have  fixed  aims  and  pur- 
poses in  life,  must  know  what  he  intends  to  do,  or 
else  he  cannot  know  what  kind  of  help  he  will  need. 
Few  men  have  their  plans  laid  out  sufficiently  clear 
before  they  reach  the  age  of  twenty-five,  that  they 
are  capable  of  selecting  the  kind  of  help  that  will 
be  most  useful  to  them.  For  this  reason  early  mar- 
riage and  the  bad  mating,  which  is  the  almost  cer- 
tain consequence  of  it,  is  a  very  fruitful  source  of 
unhappy  wedded  life. 

Love  is  the  divine  principle  implanted  in  every 
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human  breast,  whose  office  it  is  to  draw  man  and 
woman  together,  so  that  they  may  fulfill  the  grand 
mission  of  founding  a  family  among  men.  Though 
in  some  hearts  this  latent  power  may  lie  dormant 
long,  it  will,  sooner  or  later,  burst  forth  into  a  con- 
trolling or  a  consuming  passion.  Love  should  be 
the  ruling  factor  in  selecting  a  life  companion,  as  it 
is  the  only  thing  that  justifies  marriage,  and  sanc- 
tifies the  union  of  man  and  woman.  Yet  love 
which  is  awakened  by  a  bright  smile,  a  pretty  face 
and  graceful  form,  love  which  is  based  on  physical 
charms  alone,  and  not  on  moral  and  mental  worth, 
is  apt  to  be  as  transient  as  the  charms  that  called  it 
forth;  while  he  who  loves  a  woman  for  her  purity 
and  goodness,  for  her  beauty  of  soul,  will  find  his 
love  growing  stronger  as  the  years  go  by. 

When  a  husband  and  wife  love  each  other  better 
than  all  the  world  beside,  then,  and  then  only,  are 
they  in  reality  one  flesh.  When  a  bond  of  love  and 
sympathy  connects  the  two  so  closely  that  the 
well-being  and  delight  of  the  wife  is  just  as  precious 
to  the  husband  as  his  own,  and  the  pleasure  and 
happiness  of  the  husband  are  as  dear  to  the  wife  as 
her  own,  then  are  they  one  flesh  indeed.  Paul  says 
that  no  man  ever  hated  his  own  flesh,  but  nourish- 
eth  and  cherisheth  it.  In  like  manner  will  a  man 
nourish  and  cherish  his  wife,  not  because  he  feels 
it  to  be  his  duty,  but  because  he  loves  her  as  his 
own  flesh.  He  would  just  as  willingly  hurt  himself, 
as  his  wife,  or  do  that  which  grieves  himself  as  he 
would  his  wife. 

True  love  will  exclude  all  selfishness  from  the 
domestic  life  of  a  wedded  pair.  Then  it  will  be 
very  easy,  for  both  husband  and  wife,  to  forsake  fa- 
ther and  mother  and  all  the  world,  and  cleave  to 
one  another.  Where  the  influence  of  father  or 
mother  is  stronger  on  husband  or  wife  than  that  of 
the  wedded  companion,  it  is  an  unfailing  sign  that 
the  two  do  not  love  each  other  as  they  should. 

True  love  can  only  exist  where  there  is  mutual 
confidence  and  respect  between  the  two.  If  this 
be  shaken,  their  love  cannot  endure.  This  ac- 
counts for  the  lack  of  love  and  the  unhappy  lives 
we  see  in  those  whose  unguarded  acts  before  mar- 
riage have  made  them  lose  all  respect  for  each  oth- 
er, and  so  there  can  now  be  no  love. 

Husband  and  wife  may  be  ever  so  well  adapted 
to  each  other,  both  mentally  and  physically,  yet  if 
they  do  not  love  each  other  so  that  each  will  take 
an  interest  in  that  which  interests  the  other,  if  they 
will  not  mutually  share  each  other's  burdens,  cares 
and  toils,  they  cannot  be  happy  together.  Neither 
is  it  possible  that  either  or  both  can  enjoy  life 
while  the  domestic  relation  is  strained  or  unpleas- 
ant. Nor  can  they  give  their  children  a  cheerful 
and  happy  home  (which  is  the  heritage  that  every 
child  has  a  right  to  expect)  when  the  parents  them- 
selves are  not  happy.  Peaceful  and  happy  homes 
are  perhaps  the  very  greatest  blessing  earth  can 
give,  and  are  in  reach  of  many  who  do  not  now  en- 
joy them.  If  the  husband  and  wife  will  forget  self, 
and  each  be  as  careful  and  thoughtful  to  please,  as 
they  were  before  marriage,  then  the  love  which 
crowned  their  earlier  days  will  return  again.  They 
will  find  that  no  investment  pays  as  large  a  divi- 
dend as  kindness,  for  it  blesses  manifold  the  one 
who  bestows  and  the  one  who  receives. 

Since,  then,  love  is  the  sunlight  of  life,  it  is  very 
necessary  that  the  love  which  brought  them  togeth- 
er be  carefully  nourished  and  strengthened,  so  it 
fail  them  not  as  they  go  down  the  evening  slope  of 
life  together. 
Burdick,  Ky. 

TO  PARENTS. 

Few  parents  realize  the  responsibility  of  govern- 
ing and  disciplining  children.  That  there  are 
times  when  children  need  reproof  and  punishment, 
no  one  will  question.  But  too  few  parents  give  due 
consideration  to  their  own  frame  of  mind  in  punish- 
ing their  children.  If  correction  be  needed  it  is 
given  hastily  and  its  severity  is  too  often  measured 
by  the  parent's  anger  rather  than  the  merit  of  the 
offense. 

Punishment  should  never  be  administered  in  anger  or 
haste.     To  this  rule  there  are  no  exceptions.    Some 


parent  may  say,  "  Then  I  would  never  punish  my 
child,  and  how  will  he  learn  my  authority?"  The 
object  of  discipline  is  not  to  show  authority  but  to 
train  the  child.  If  there  be  no  higher  motive  than 
the  manifestation  of  authority,  the  correction  is 
wrong  and  will  always  fail  to  accomplish  its  true 
purpose.  Authority  loses  its  force  if  it  be  injudi- 
ciously used.  What  is  the  influence  of  a  parent's 
authority  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  see  him  strike 
his  child  in  anger?  It  is  evidently  a  manifestation 
of  passion  and  not  true  authority.  Children  soon 
come  to  understand  this,  and  are  "  provoked  to 
wrath"  in  return.  This  parents  are  commanded 
against. 

If  we  can  govern  our  children  by  love,  true  obe- 
dience and  submission  will  follow,  and  the  lessons 
so  taught  will  never  be  forgotten.  Who  of  us  will 
ever  regret  the  kind  and  soothing  words  to  our  lit- 
tle ones  when  a  cause  unknown  to  us  kept  them 
awake  at  night?  After  they  have  grown  up  and 
left  us  alone  by  the  hearthstone,  and  we  sit  think- 
ing of  past  years,  as  we  all  will  do  sometimes,— the 
regret  then  will  not  be  for  kindness  shown,  but  too 
often  for  impatient  and  harsh  words,  and  hasty 
judgment. 

I  knew  a  parent,  to  whom  was  given  a  dear  little 
boy  and  he  felt  now  that  great  authority  had  been 
given  to  him.  He  was  severe  with  his  little  one, 
and  before  three  years  had  passed  the  child  was 
taken  from  him.  Bitterly  did  he  regret  his  harsh- 
ness, but,  alas,  it  was  too  late. 

I  have  seen  children  punished  severely  when  it 
was  undeserved,  and  it  made  my  heart  ache  to  see 
the  innocent  little  ones  suffer  for  the  father's  pas- 
sion. If  parents  arc  possessed  of  a  quick  temper, 
they  have  need  to  be  very  careful.  A  man  would 
not  go  to  his  vines  and  trees  and  hastily  and  ruth- 
lessly cut  away  the  branches.  No,  he  makes  a 
careful  study  of  the  best  means  of  procuring  growth 
and  fruitage  and  then  trims  away  the  unnecessary 
branches,  being  careful  all  the  while  to  protect  the 
buds  and  branches  that  give  promise  of  fruitage. 
But  to  the  little  soul  given  to  him  by  God  to  train 
for  his  kingdom,  he  will  go  in  haste  and  anger,  and 
in  a  moment  of  time  dwarf  a  life  for  all  eternity. 

Reprove,  correct,  punish,  if  need  be,  but  let  it  be 
done  in  love  and  never  in  anger,  and  let  it  be  a 
source  of  deep  pain.  As  the  punishment  falls  from 
the  hand  let  not  the  child  see  in  your  face  the  ex- 
pression of  passion,  but  let  him  see  the  pain  and 
love,  and  so  shall  seeds  be  sown  that  shall  spring 
into  loving  obedience  through  all  his  life.  Ah,  if 
you  love  your  little  ones,  if  you  love  your  Father 
in  heaven,  and  are  trying  to  train  them  for  his 
blessed  kingdom,  then  let  his  lessons  of  gentleness 
and  patience  guide  your  hearts  and  hands  in  lead- 
ing the  precious  lives  in  your  keeping  along  life's 
pathway  to  the  home  beyond. 

"  If  we  knew  the  baby  fingers, 

Pressed  against  the  window  pane, 
Would  be  cold  and  stiff  to-morrow — 

Never  trouble  us  again — 
Would  the  bright  eyes  of  our  darling 

Catch  the  frown  upon  our  brow? — 
Would  the  prints  of  rosy  fingers 

Vex  us  then  as  they  do  now? 
"Ah,  those  little  ice-cold  fingers, 

How  they  point  our  memories  back 
To  tbe  hasty  words  and  actions 

Strewn  along  our  backward  track! 
How  those  little  hands  remind  us 

As  in  snowy  grace  they  lie, 
Not  to  scatter  thorns— but  roses — 

For  our  reaping  by  and  by." 

A  Mother. 
[The  above  was  written  by  a  devoted  mother, 
whose  deceased  husband,  as  a  minister  and  writer, 
is  known  among  all  of  our  churches.  While  we  re- 
gret that  she  could  not  consent  for  us  to  use  her 
name  in  print,  still  we  can  commend  the  article  as 
worthy  of  a  careful  reading,  though  the  writer  may 
not  be  known  to  the  readers. — Ed.] 


To  character  and  success  two  things,  contradic- 
tory as  they  may  seem,  must  go  together, — hum- 
ble dependence  and  manly  independence;  humble 
dependence  on  God  and  manly  reliance  on  self. — 
Wordsworth, 
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District  Meeting  of  Northern  Illinois. 

xpect  to  attend  the  District   Meet- 


,  by  rail,  will 


Those  whe 
ing  of  North 

Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Elders  will  come  to  Wad- 
dam's  Grove  on  the  8  A.  M.  train,  April  28.  Those 
coming  to  love  feast  will  come  to  Lena  on  the  0  I'. 
M.  train.  All  coming  to  District  Meeting  on  the 
29th,  should  come  to  Lena  at  8  A.  M.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  convey  all  to  place  of  meet- 
W.  K.  Moore. 


Notice  to  the  Northern  District  of  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota, North  and  South  Dakota. 

Ail  parties  and  churches,  desiring  a  series 
meetings  this  summer  or  fall,  will  please  addn 
the  undersigned  not  later  than  May  1,  if  possib 
so  that  suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  early 
the  season.  Uruh  S.  Blough,  Sec 

Waterloo,  Iowa,  March  .?j. 


A  Baptismal  Scene. 
A  young  man  in  our  neighborho 


od,  by  name  of 
Samuel  Flickinger,  took  sick  a  few  days  ago. 
About  the  ninth  day  the  doctors  told  the  family 
that  Samuel  could  not  live.  Six  hours  before  his 
death  Samuel  was  told  that  he  must  die.  He  re- 
quested to  be  baptized,  but  was  too  weak  to  be  tak- 
en to  a  stream.  "  But  where  there  is  a  will  there 
is  a  way."  The  writer  was  sent  for,  a  small  tank 
was  moved  into  the  house,  filled  with  water,  and  in 
the  presence  of  many  of  his  young  friends,  Samuel 
was  buried  in  holy  baptism,  after  which  he  ex- 
pressed himself  ready  and  willing  to  die.  Though 
his  body  was  full  of  pain,  he  seemed  happy. 
About  three  hours  after  his  baptism,  he  passed 
peacefully  away.  He  requested  others  to  follow 
him  in  doing  their  duty.  The  funeral  was  held  on 
Sunday,  March  i5,  attended  by  a  large  concourse 
of  sorrowing  friends  and  neighbors,  and  was  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  and  A.  P.  Blough,  from  Psa, 
17:  15.  His  age  was  twenty  years  and  five 
S.  H.  M 
Waterloo,  Iowa. 
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From  the  Llbertyville  Church,  Jefferson  Co.,  Iowa. 
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t  in  council  to-day,  with  a  good 
:  members  present.  Everything 
ntly.  Our  Sunday  school  was  re- 
the  summer,  with  the  writer  as  Sup- 
The  question  of  missionary  work  was 
ncipal  themes  of  the  meeting,  and  we 
vely  exhorted  as  to  our  duty  in  this 


school  pupils  for  some  years  past,  have  chosen  the 
good  part,  and  united  with  the  church  by  baptism, 
with  indications  f"r  more  to  follow  soon. 

This  is  another  proof  that  it  is  not  always  neces- 
sary to  secure  some  minister  from  abroad  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings  at  home.  Four  united  with  the 
church  previous  to  this  meeting  that  have  not  yet 
been  reported.  As  a  result  of  the  recent  Bible 
Term,  held  at  the  Pittsburg  house,  a  Bible  school 
has  been  organized  there,  which  holds  a  session  one 
evenitig  each  week. 

We  greatly  appreciate  receiving  the  Messenger 
on  Friday  or  Saturday  instead  of  Monday  follow- 
ing, LEVf  MfNNICH. 

March  10. 


From  the  Lick  Creek  Church,  Inil. 

The  church  at  this  place  is  still  in  the  faith,  and 
in  good  working  order.  At  our  council,  March  21, 
the  business  consisted  of  mission  and  Sunday 
school  work,  and  electing  delegates,  nothing  else 
coining  before  the  meeting.  Nineteen  dollars  was 
handed  in  which  had  been  collected  as  free  gifts  to 
Southern  Mission  of  Indiana.  The  sum  was  raised 
to  $30,  to  be  sent  to  District  Meeting  by  delegates. 

Bro.  Adam  Storm  was  unanimously  elected  as 
Sunday  school  Superintendent.  Brethren  R.  R. 
Goshorn  and  J.  E.  Frederick  were  chosen  delegates 
to  District  Meeting.  The  importance  of  more 
careful  preparation  of  the  Sunday  school  lesson  be- 
fore attempting  to  recite  it  was  discussed  at  some 
length.  We  think  it  a  point  worth  the  considera- 
tion of  every  Sunday  schoool  in  the  land,  lest  we 
get  into  the  habit  of  a  careless  reading  of  the  Sa- 
cred Word. 

We  use  all  the  Sunday  school  helps  published  by 
the  Brethren.  B.  F.  Goshorn. 

Clay  City,  Ind.,  March  24. 


The  District  Meeting  of  the  Eastern  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  the  year  1896,  will  be  held  in  the 
Spring  Creek  church  at  the  Spring  Creek  meeting- 
house, Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  near  Derry  church  station, 
on  the  P.  &  R.  R.  R  ,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday, 
April  29  and  30.  The  Home  Mission  Board  will 
meet  Tuesday,  the  28th,  at  3:  30  P.  M.,  at  the  house 
of  sister  Catherine  Gingrich,  close  to  the  station. 
Elders'  meeting  the  29th,  at  2  P.  M.,  at  the  house 
of  Bro.  Israel  Moyer.  Trains  leave  Reading  at  10: 
15  A.  M.;  11:  55  A.  M.;  1:  33  A.  M.  Trains  leave 
Lebanon  at  11:  05  A.  M.;  1:  00  A.  M.;  2:  28  P.  M. 
Trains  arrive  at  Derry,  at  11:  25  A.  M.;  1:  23  A.  M.; 
2:  51  A.  M.  By  special  arrangement  train  leaving 
Reading  at  10:  15  A.  M.,  will  stop  at  Derry  church 
station  on  the  29th,  to  let  elders  and  delegates  get 
off.  Places  will  be  assigned  for  dinner  in  town  for 
all  elders.  Delegates  and  others  will  get  their 
meals  at  the  meetinghouse  which  is  within  half  a 
Organization  of  the  meet- 


C'ldc 


nd  othe 


The 


majority 
duty  in 


into  Hi 


had; 


s  are  beginning  to  se. 
and  I  trust  that  all 
im  now  on  we  expect  to  have  serv- 
/ery  Sunday.  Since  the  first  of  the  year  we 
:rvices  only  each  second  and  fourth  Sundays 
of  each  month,  at  n  A.  M.  and  7:  30  P.  M.  A  suc- 
cessful singing-school  has  just  closed  in  our 
church,— the  second  one  the  past  six  months. 
Two  members  were  received  by  letter  and  three 
were  granted  letters. 

We  expect  Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison  to  hold  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  for  us  this  coming  fall. 

W.  N.  Glotfelty. 
March  21, 
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eed  be,  by  the  Examining  Commit- 
fill  be  determined  by  the  amount 
ent  in.  Enoch  Eby. 


From  Painter  Creek,  Ohio. 


Eld.  Jesse  Stutsman,  who  has  been  preaching 
here  for  twenty-seven  years,  has  just  closed  a  series 
of  meetings  at  the  joint  house  between  our  (Lud- 
low) and  the  Salem  district.  As  an  immediate  re- 
sult, ten,  most  of  whom  have  been  regular  Sunday 


Notice. 

Those  writing  tracts  and  leaflets  for  the  Mission 
ary  and  Tract  Committee  will  please  send  them  if 
at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  to  the  General  Mis 
sionary  and  Tract  office,  Mount  Morris,  111.,  so  th. 
Examining  Committee  can  determine  how  mucl 
time  will  be  needed  for  their  work  at  our  coming 
Annual  Meeting,  at  Ottawa,  Kans. 

Again,  any  member  of  the  Examining  Committee 
that  will  be  sent  as  delegate  on  Standing  Commit- 
tee, should  secure  a  suitable  substitute,  as  the  two 
committees  must  necessarily  be  in  session  the  same 
time.  The  first  three  days  of  the  week  will  be  oc- 
cupied by  the  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Com- 
mittee, the  last  three  days  by  the  Standing  Com- 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  fai 

Mogadore,    Ohio.— Yesterday    a    neighbor    was 

hauling  manure  into  the  field  and  having  thrown 

lines   around   his   body,   the   horses   ran  away 

and  dragged  the  man  to   death  before  they  were 

topped.     A  hint  to  the  wise  ought   to   suffice. — 

Jacob  Mishler,  March  10. 

Mingo  Church,  Pa.- We  met  in  council  March 
,  and  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  Bro.  Jacob  . 
Conner  was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  at  the  Mingo  house,, 
near  Royersford,  Pa.,  June  20,  at  2  P.  M.— J.  C. 
Kopenhaver. 

Lovewell,  Kans.— The  White  Rock  church  held 
her  council  March  7.  It  was  decided  to  organize 
a  Bible  class  to  meet  on  alternate  Sundays  in  the 
afternoon.  We  now  have  two  subjects  under  con- 
sideration, prayer  and  Bible  geography.—/.  D.  An- 
drews, March  22. 

Lancaster  City,  Pa. — The  series  of  meetings 
which  has  been  continued  here  for  the  past  three 
weeks,  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  closed 
last  evening,  with  a  crowded  house  and  many 
turned  away.  Four  were  baptized  and  one  restored. 
There  is  one  applicant  and  many  counting  the 
cost. — T.  F.  Imler,  March  23. 

Acton,  Okla.— The  Mount  Hope  church  is  still 
moving  on  in  the  good  work.  Six  have  made  the 
good  choice  and  united  with  the  people  of  God. 
While  some  have  moved  away  others  have  united 
with  us.  This  church  has  had  its  trials,  but  is  in 
better  working  condition  now.  Bro.  Glick  has  been 
doing  some  good  preaching  for  us. — E.  L.Brubaker, . 
March  2j. 

Egg  Harbor,  Wis. — As  I  see  so  many  accounts 
of  good  meetings  elsewhere,  I  am  made  to  wonder 
if  the  urgent  calls  for  help  in  Wisconsin  must  go 
unheeded.  There  are  thirteen  members  of  the  ■ 
Brethren  church  here.  We  have  no  minister,  and 
the  doctrine  of  the  Brethren  is  unknown,  with' 
the  exception  of  the  tracts  which  were  sent  us  and 
distributed  over  the  neighborhood.  If  some  dear 
brother  would  come  and  preach  for  us,  we  would 
gladly  welcome  him.— R.J.  Cripe,  March  18. 

Yellow  Creek  Church,  Ind.— We  are  enjoying 
another  soul-cheering  revival,  which  has  been  in 
session  now  ten  days.  Regardless  of  the  muddy 
roads,  our  large  house  is  sometimes  filled  to  the  ut- 
most. So  far  twelve  have  accepted  Christ.  Many 
more  are  impressed  with  the  need  of  a  Savior. 
Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  is  preaching  for  us.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Mission  Board  should  keep  such 
men  in  the  field  all  the  time. — Hiram  Roose,  Waka- 
rusa,  Ind. 

Union,  Va. — Our  church  was  called  in  council 
March  14.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 
church,  but  all  passed  off  quietly.  The  different 
congregations  of  Floyd  have  agreed  to  hold  a  co- 
operative meeting,  April  4,  to  be  represented  by 
delegates  from  each  congregation,  to  form  some 
plan  to  meet  the  demand  for  preaching  and  reach 
the  isolated  as  much  as  possible.  We  decided  to 
send  two  delegates  to  District  Meeting.  Two  pe- 
titions and  one  query,  go  to  District  Meeting. — M- 
F.  Woods. 

Garrison,  Iowa.— In  a  former  report  we  stated 
that  we  were  having  a  series  of  meetings  and  that 
two  had  been  baptized.  Since  then  eleven  more 
have  united  with  the  church.  Bro.  Witmore  la- 
bored with  us  until  March  18,  when  he  left  to 
anoint  a  sick  brother  in  Illinois.  He  stopped  off 
with  us  on  his  way  back,  on  Friday,  March  20,  and 
gave  us  two  more  excellent  sermons  which  were 
much  appreciated  by  all  of  us.  The  Garrison 
church  held  its  quarterly  council  March  21.  Bro. 
Witmore  left  on  the  morning  of  March  21,  for  oth- 
er fields  of  labor.— Rachel  C.  Christy,  March  25- 
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Black  Swamp,  Ohio.— We  met  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil on  Saturday,  March  14.  We  elected  our  Su- 
perintendent for  Sunday  school;  also  delegates  for 
District  Meeting.  Our  elder,  S.  M.  Loose,  was 
present  and  stayed  over  Sunday.  We  had  Ger- 
man preaching  on  Sunday  at  2:  30  P.  M.—Cal/iarim 
Garner,  Cumwings,  Ohio,  March  ly. 

Mt.  Vernon  Church,  III— The  brethren  and  sis- 
ters met  in  quarterly  council  March  21.  One  letter 
was  granted  by  the  church,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  select  a  site  on  which  to  build  a  meet- 
inghouse. The  members  are  so  scattered  here  that 
it  seems  they  cannot  do  the  work  for  Christ  that 
they  should. — D.  Z.  Angle,  March  24. 

Buck  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of  this 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  March  21.  One 
letter  was  granted,  and  a  brother  restored  to  fellow- 
ship. Bro.  D.  H.  Replogle  was  elected  delegate  to 
Annual  Meeting,  and  Bro.  I.  B.  Wike  to  District 
Meeting.  A  love  feast  was  set  for  June  13,  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  a  series  of  meetings  next  fall. 
— Dora  Rhodes,  March  22. 

Bethel,  Mo. — Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
March  21.  All  business  was  disposed  of  with  good 
feeling.  Brethren  Jacob  C.  Andes  and  M.  H. 
Cline  were  called  to  the  deacon's  office  and  in- 
stalled in  the  regular  order.  Brethren  S.  B.  Shirk- 
ey  and  C.  H.  Brown  were  present,  and  assisted 
with  good  counsel.  Bro.  Brown  expects  to  hold  a 
week's  meetings  for  us.—/.  H.  Miller,  March  23. 

Campbell,  Mich.— The  District  Meeting  for  the 
State  District  of  Michigan  will  be  held  in  the  Sagi- 
naw church,  on  Saturday,  May  2,  1896.  The  minis- 
terial meeting  will  be  held  the  day  previous.  Those 
coming  from  the  South  and  West  will  take  the  D.  & 
M.  R.  R.  to  Ovid,  arriving  there  on  Thursday  at  1 
o'clock  P.  M.  Those  coming  from  the  North  will 
take  the  T.  &  A.  R.  R.,  to  Bannister,  arriving  there 
on  Thursday,  at  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  where  they  will  be 
met  with  conveyance  to  place  of  meeting.  A  full 
delegation  is  desired. — 5.  M.  Smith,  March  24. 

Bijou  Hills,  S.  Dak.— The  Bijou  Hills  church 
held  her  quarterly  council  March  14,  1896.^  All 
business  passed  off  harmoniously.  Letters  were 
granted  to  three  members, — two  go  to  North  Dako- 
ta. We  are  striving  to  do  all  we  can  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. March  22  we  reorganized  our  Sunday 
school  by  electing  J.  Edwin  Hoover,  Superinten- 
dent. We  decided  to  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies. 
We  will  meet  in  the  room  we  now  occupy  for 
preaching,  at  3:  30  P.  M.  The  drought  continues 
here,  and  some  people  are  leaving  the  country. — 
Wm.  G.  Cook,  March  22. 

Mt.  Blanchard,  Ohio.— Eld.  Daniel  Wysong 
came  to.  us  March  1  and  preached  twenty-three 
soul-cheering  sermons  at  the  Pleasant  Ridge  house, 
of  the  Eagle  Creek  church,  near  Arlington,  Han- 
cock county.  Notwithstanding  the  bad  condition 
of  the  roads,  and  other  meetings  in  progress  in  the 
neighborhood,  we  had  fair  congregations,  and  the 
best  attention  was  given  to  the  Word  preached. 
Eld.  Wysong  is  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel,  and  is 
able  to  proclaim  it  with  demonstration  and  power. 
As  an  immediate  result  two  were  received  by  bap- 
tism, and  one  reclaimed.  The  members  were  en- 
couraged, and  many  deep  impressions  were  made 
on  the  minds  of  the  hearers. — Eleazar  Bosserman, 
March  2j. 

Brownsville  Church,  Md  —  Sunday  night,  March 
8,  closed  a  three  weeks'  series  of  meetings,  held  in 
the  Brownsville  church  from  Feb.  16  to  March  8. 
It  was  begun  by  the  home  ministers  and  continued 
one  week.  Feb.  22  Bro.  Geo.  S.  Arnold,  of  West 
Virginia  took  up  the  work.  Altogether  we  had  a 
most  excellent  meeting.  The  congregations  were 
very  large  and  the  best  of  attention  was  paid  to  the 
Preaching,  which  was  of  an  impressive  and  convinc- 
ing character.  There  were  eight  baptized  and  five 
restored.  Some  are  standing  just  outside  the  gate. 
■^  deep  religious  feeling  seems  to  pervade  the  en- 
tire community,  which,  we  Tiope,  will  continue. 
Bro.  Arnold  being  a  good  singer,  the  song  service 
was  a  prominent  feature  of  the  meeting.— Geo.  W, 
Kaetsel,  Gapland,  Md.,  March  10, 


Greenwood  Church,  Mo,— This  church  has  de- 
cided to  hold  her  spring  love  feast  May  16.  If 
any  Brethren  pass  over  the  Kansas  City,  Fort 
Scott  and  Memphis  R.  R  ,  to  Annual  Meeting, 
we  would  be  glad  to  have  them  stop  with  us.—/./. 
Troxel. 

Ozawkie,  Kaus.— The  members  of  the  Ozawkie 
church  met  in  monthly  council  March  7.  All  bus- 
iness was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like  manner. 
We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  in  the 
near  future,  the  Lord  willing.—//.  L.  Brammell, 
March  9. 

Fairview,  Mo.— This  church  met  in  council 
March  7.  Everything  was  disposed  of  in  a  very 
pleasant  way.  Three  members  were  received  by 
letter,  and  two  young  brethren,  aged  fourteen  and 
sixteen  years,  made  application  for  baptism.  Oth- 
ers are  near  the  kingdom.—  Nannie  Harman,  Falling 
Springs,  Mo. 

Sartoria,  Nehr.— The  South  Loup  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  Feb.  8.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  love  and  union.  March  3  Eld.  S.  M. 
Forney  came  to  us  and  held  a  series  of  meetings, 
assisted  by  Bro.  James  McCrea.  We  had  fifteen 
sermons  in  all,  and  have  eighteen  applicants  for 
baptism.  The  interest  was  good,  but,  owing  to  in- 
clement weather,  the  meeting  closed  March  15. — 
Nancy  Fread,  March  20. 

Chippewa  Valley  Church,  Wis.  —  March  14  a 
special  church  meeting  was  called,  in  order  to  finish 
up  business  left  over  from  last  meeting.  One 
brother  that  had  wandered  away  from  the  fold,  was 
reclaimed,  and  now,  like  one  of  old,  he  can-say, 
"  As  for  me  and  my  house  we  will  serve  the  Lord." 
We  are  glad  to  say  that  this  church  is  in  a  working 
condition.  We  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  June 
13,  and  another  some  time  in  the  fall.—  E.  E.  Joyce, 
Durand,  Wis.,  March  20. 

English  Prairie  Church,  Ind.— This  church  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
Dorsey  Hodgden,  of  Huntington  County,  Ind., 
March  \,  and  closed  the  meetings  on  March  24 
Our  brother  preached  about  thirty  sermons,  He 
labored  earnestly,  and  made  many  friends  while  he 
was  with  us.  Four  young  lambs  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side  and  were  baptized,  and  three  others, 
who  had  left  the  church,  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
were  received  back  into  the  fold,  which  made  re- 
joicing among  all.— John  Long,  March  25. 

Bassett,  Nebr.— The  once  thriving  little  church, 
called  "  Long  Pine  Creek  "  church,  is  now  only  a 
remnant.  Bro.  Snavely,  from  Alvo,  Nebr.,  was 
with  us  the  past  few  days.  The  church  met  in 
council  at  the  home  of  S.  D.  Boyd,  near  Newport. 
Five  members  were  present.  Two  souls  who  had 
wandered  away  came  back  and  reunited  with  the 
church.  Two  others,  who  expect  to  go  away,  were 
granted  certificates.  Brother  Snavely  held  two 
meetings  at  the  schoolhouse,  and  this  morning 
started  for  his  home  again.  We  ask  for  the  prayers 
of  God's  people,  for  we  feel  our  weakness. — Belle 
Boyd,  March  23. 

Haleyville,  N.  J. — I  was  somewhat  surprised  on 
receiving  the  Messenger  this  evening, — Saturday. 
Upon  examination  I  was  much  gratified  to  learn 
that  I  could  expect  this  to  continue.  Heretofore 
1  never  received  it  until  Tuesday.  This  I  consid- 
er a  grand  change.  Although  I  can  truthfully  say 
I  never  left  my  Messenger  the  last  to  read,  I 
am  always  so  glad  when  it  comes,  that  1  can  hard- 
ly wait  until  I  can  peruse  its  fair  pages.  It  is 
next  to  my  Bible.  I  love  it  for  its  boldness  in 
holding  forth  the  Truth  which  is  almost  entirely 
lost  sight  of  by  other  churches.  I  am  an  isolated 
member  and  it  certainly  is  food  for  my  hungry 
soul.  Whilst  reading  it  I  feel  almost  as  though 
I  was  in  God's  sanctuary  with  my  dear  sisters  and 
brethren  in  the  Lord.  When  I  am  done  reading 
my  papers  I  always  send  them  out  for  others  to 
read,  and  by  so  doing  I  have  caused  a  great  many 
to-  come  to  me,  inquiring  about  "  my  church,"  as 
they  term  it.  When  it  goes  well  with  you,  dear 
brethren  and  sisters,  pray  for  me  and  mine.— Izorah 
Pierson,  March  14. 
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Purchase  Line,  Pa.— To-day  a  goodly  number 
met  for  public  worship  at  the  Purchase  Line 
churchhonse.  A  dear  young  brother  came  forward 
for  baptism,  which  was  administered  this  afternoon. 
Eld.  Joseph  Holsopple's  health  is  improving  slow- 
ly.— lizzie  Fyock,  March  22. 

South  Beatrice  Church,  Nebr.— Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  March  21.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian  spirit.  The  Secretary's  re- 
port showed  a  gain  of  eighteen  members  during  the 
year,  by  confession  and  letter.  Bro.  Stephen  Yoder 
was  chosen  as  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.—/?.  /. 
Price,  March  2J. 

Ozawkie,  Kans.— The  church  here  is  engaged  in 
an  interesting  meeting.  A  good  spirit  is  prevail- 
ing, and  good  roads  and  beautiful  moonlight  nights 
secure  good  attendance.  Last  spring,  in  May,  this 
congregation  held  some  meetings  in  which  there 
was  a  rich  harvest.  Some  thirty  souls  were  gleaned 
during  the  meetings,  and  shortly  after,  on  inquiry,  I 
was  told  that  not  one  had  gone  out  of  the  fold. 
This  shows  what  a  good  shepherd  can  do  for  his 
flock  when  it  is  increased.  Feeding  and  tending, — 
cultivating,— is  more  than  the  planting.—/.  E. 
Young,  March  28. 

Yellow  Creek,  Ind.— After  waiting  all  winter  on 
Bro.  Peter  Stuckman,  our  protracted 
gan  March  6.  The  stormy  weather 
roads  did  not  prevent  people  fro 
church.  The  attendance  and  intcres 
better.  Bro.  Hecter,  from  North  Manchester, 
was  with  us  during  part  of  our  meetings  and 
preached  one  sermon.  Bro.  Stuckman  preached' 
twenty-four  sermons.  Thirty-three  precious  souls 
came  to  Christ,  and  we  think  mnre  will  come  soon. 
Among  the  converts  were  twenty  intelligent  young 
men,  Bro.  Stuckman  is  a  very  able  speaker,  and 
when  our  meeting  closed  the  thankful  prayers  of 
the  Christian  people  went  with  him  for  the  good 
work  he  has  done  here. — Lulu  Love,  Goshen,  Ind., 
March  24. 

Crescent  City,  Okla.— We  have  had  another 
bountiful  harvest  for  the  Lord.  Bro.  Joseph  Glick 
came  again  to  help  us  battle  for  the  Lord,  and 
preached  thirteen  discourses.  Five  precious  souls 
left  the  ranks  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  were  baptized. 
This  makes  seven  at  this  point  baptized  lately. 
Many  more  are  near  the  kingdom.  At  this  point 
we  have  a  social  meeting  organized, — not  a  testi- 
monial or  "prayer  meeting,  but  one  in  which  the 
commandments  and  doctrine  of  the  Bible  are  fully 
sustained.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  many  have  testi- 
fied that  it  is  the  best  Bible  school  they  have  ever 
had  the  privilege  of  attending.  The  teachings  of 
the  Lord  are  fully  upheld.  We  need  better  facili- 
ties for  holding  meetings  in  Oklahoma.  Not  many 
churches  have  been  built  yet,  and  schoolhouses  are 
small.  I  would  like  to  suggest  to  the  churches  of 
Oklahoma  the  propriety  of*ecuring  a  tabernacle  to 
hold  love  feasts  in.  I  would  like  to  hear  from  oth- 
ers on  this  question. — A.J.  Peebler. 

Lanark,  111. — The  church  at  this  place  held  a 
very  enjoyable  council-meeting  on  Saturday,  March 
28.  Quite  an  amount  of  business  came  before  the 
meeting.  It  was  disposed  of  in  the  most  kind 
Christian  spirit.  David  said,  "  Behold,  how  good 
and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  togeth- 


njoyed  the  sweetness  of  such 
vere  received  by  letter.  We  are  glad 
brethren  and  sisters  come  to  live 
r  elder,  J.  H.  Moore,  was  with  us 
us  much  encouragement  by  his  fatherly 
He  also  preached  to  us  on  Sunday  morn- 
following.  We  always  enjoy  his  visits  and  ser- 
is.  Bro.  Tobias  Fike  and  others  were  also  with 
1  council.  Much  of  the  success  of  our  churches 
management  of  the  council- 
1  should  be  made  a  pleasant 
place  for  the  members.  These  reunions  are  indeed 
a  pleasure  to  the  Christian.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
our  love  feast  on  Saturday  evening,  May  16.  We 
expect  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  prior  to  the 
love  feast.  Delegates  were  elected  to  District 
Meeting  and  one  to  Annual  Meeting. — /.  Bennett 
Trout, 
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April  4,  1896. 


:.— Hen 


Concordia,  Kans— In  the  obituary 
in  last  week's  Messenger,  I  meant  to 
say  "  Edna  Myrtle  Ross  "  instead  of 
"  Edith  Myrtle."— Mrs.  A.  W.  Ross, 
March  IQ. 

Pleasant  Dale,  Ind  —  The  members 
here  met  for  council  March  21.    T 
business  was  disposed  of  in  a  Ch 
tian   manner.    The   church   sends 
query  to  District  Meeting.     Bro.  D 
iel    Byerly   goes   as   delegate   to   I 
trict   Meeting  and   Bro.  Jacob   Heller 
to   Annual    Meeting.    We   decided  to 
paint    our   churchhouse.     I    think 
should   try  to  have  our  chui 
present  an  inviting  appearan 
ryj.  Dilling,  Peterson,  Ind. 

Glendale,  Ariz.— The  brethren  and 
sisters  met  in  council  here  March  7. 
Besides  other  items  of  church  business, 
we  decided  to  build  a  neat,  substan- 
tial house  of  worship  in  Glendale. 
The  house  is  to  be  erected  within  the 
next  few  weeks,  and  the  time  of  our 
love  feast  is  deferred  until  its  com- 
pletion. The  members  here,  as  a  rule, 
seem  to  take  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest in  the  work  of  the  church. 
Bro.  John  Snyder,  from  Iowa,  was 
present  at  the  council.— John  E.  Moh- 
ler. 

Kidder,  Mo. --As  the  Mission  Board 
of  the  Northern  District  of  Missouri 
has  suspended  the  work  of  the  evan- 
gelist of  this  District  until  the  coming 
August,  deeming  that  to  be  a  better 
time  to  use  their  means,  that  leaves 
me  at  liberty.  I  am  located  at  Kid- 
der, Caldwell  Co.,  Mo.  Any  of  the 
churches  wishing  my  services,  can  ad- 
dress me  at  Kidder,  Mo.  Any  one 
wishing  to  know  about  the  country 
can  correspond  with  me  as  above,  and 
1  will  gladly  respond.  1  am  very 
sorry,  indeed,  to  see  the  work  in  this 
District  stop,  but  I  do  hope  it  will  all 
work  out  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
ingathering  of  souls  into  his  kingdom. 
—  Urn.  C.Hipes. 

Union  Church,  Ind.— Our  quarterly 
council  convened  on  Saturday,  M 
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Cleveland,  Ohi 
by  mail,  SO  cents. 

Hundreds  of  parents 
book  that  may  be  placed 
grown  sons  and  daughters,  to  warn  them 
against  secret  evils  into  which  thousands  daily 
fall  and  are  ruined  body,  mind  and  soul. 
Here  is  just  the  book  for  that  purpose.  It  is 
written  by  a  physician,  in  carefully  guarded 
language,  and  may  be  read  with  profit  by 
some  of  the  older  ones,  as  well  as  by 
the  young  and  middle-aged. 


all  of 


M1NTON— TROUT— At  the  residence  of 
the  undersigned,  in  West  Kidder,  Mo.,  March 
15,  1806,  Mr.  George  C.  Minton,  of  Daviess 
County,  and  Miss  Fannie  Trout,  of  De  Kalb 
County,  Mo.  Henry  Etter. 

EIKENBERRY  -  SQUAIRES.  —  At  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  near  Farnhi 
ville,  Calhoun  Co.,  Iowa,  March  18,  ]8g6,  by 
the  undersigned,  Bro.  Edwin  H.  Eikenberry 
and  Miss  Mary  A.  Squaires,  both  of  Farnham. 
ville.  Harvey  Eikenherry. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


in  West  Alex 
cinda  Brubak 
aged  54  years 
sudden  illness 


BRUBAKER.— At  her  hoi 

idria,  Ohio,  March  12,  1806, 

,  wife  of  John  F.  Brubakf 

months   and    13  days.     H( 

res  from  Feb.  Ig,  1896.    Her  main  trouble 

is  congestion    of.  the    brain.     Her    maiden 

me  was  Lucinda  Shock.    She  was  united  in 

irriage  to  John  F.  Brubaker,  Feb.  6,  r862. 

To  this  union  were  born  five  daughters.     She, 

th  her  husband,   united  with   the    German 

iptist   Brethren  church   early   in  life,  being 

consistent  member  of  the  church  for  about 

thirty  years,  or  until  death.     Funeral  services 

held  at  the  German  Reformed  church  in  West 

Alexandria,  March  15,  conducted  by  the  writ- 

ssisted  by  Wm.  Shoup  of  the  Old  Order 

church.  A.  G.  Crosswhitb. 

THOMAS— In  the  Yellow  River  congrega- 
ion,  Ind.,  Feb.  27,  1896.  James  W.  Thomas, 
aged  about  36  years.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
five  children.  Funeral  se 
Eld.  Sellers.  Mb 


vices  conducted  by 
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'ork  is  moved  quiet- 

g  by   our   three   ministers,   all 

degree    of    the 

delegate    to    Annual 
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Meeting  is  Bro.  J.  F.  Appelman 
Bible  reading  and  singing  classes 
which  meet  once  each  week,  are  very 
interesting  and  profitable.  The  first 
Sunday  in  April  our  Sunday  school 
will  open  for  the  season.  Not  li 
since  brethren  Henricks  and  Appef- 
man  were  called  at  midnight  to  anoint 
a  young  brother  who  was  afflicted  but 
is  better  now. — Laura  Appelman,  Plym- 
outh, Ind.,  March  22. 


HOFF.— Ill  the  Chippewa  congregation, 
Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  14,  1896,  Jacob  Hoff, 
aged  74  years,  6  months  and  29  days.  De- 
ceased served  as  a  deacon  in  the  church  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  bore  his  long  afflic- 
tion patiently  and  passed  peacefully  to  his  re- 
ward. Funeral  by  the  writer  from  Job  14:  1°. 
James  Murray. 

SESTER.— At  Mt.  Jackson,  Va.,  March  18, 
1896,  of  consumption,  sister  Eliza  Sester,  aged 
about  31  years.  She  was  a  great  sufferer. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  six  small  children 


>  the 


MYERS— At  the  same  place,  Feb.  25, 
sister  Julia  Myers,  aged  about  72  years, 
was  the  wife  of  Samuel  C.  Myers,  who  preced- 
ed her  some  years  ago  to  the  spirit  land.  Sht 
leaves  four  children— two  sons  and  two  daugh 


She 


HOLLAR.— At  the  same  place,  March  13, 
1806,  of  pneumonia,  sister  Anna  Hollar,  wife 
of  Christian  Hollar,  aged  about  54  years.  She 
leaves  a  husband  and  four  children.  These 
persons  all  lived  in  the  Flat  Rock  congrega- 
tion.   Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

B.  W.  Neff. 

STONG—  In  the  Sweetwater  Lake  District. 
Ramsey  Co.,  N.  Dak.,  after  five  weeks  of  in- 
tense suffering  from  complicated  troubles, 
Bro.  William  W.  Stong,  formerly  of  Pyrmont, 
Carlisle  Co.,  Ind.,  aged  31  years,  6  months  and 
6  days.    Two  weeks  before  his  death  he  com- 


plied with  James  5:  I 
(a  sister  in  the  Breth 
fant  children.  Funen 
the  writer  from  G 
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15.  He  leaves  a  wife 
1  church),  and  two  in- 
services  improved  by 

S.  N.  Eversole. 
LONG.  —  In  Clay  Center,  Kans.,  in  the 
mnds  of  the  Chapman  Creek  church,  Feb. 
,  1806,  of  bronchitis,  sister  Mary  Long,  aged 
years  and  1 1  months.  She  was  born  near 
Springfield,  Ohio.    Her  husband  died  thirty- 


ago. 


She 


Ka 


church.     Ir 
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Gen.  A.  W.  Greely,  in  considering  "The 
Personal  Side  of  Washington  "  in  April  Ladies" 
Home  Journal,  will  bring  to  bear  interesting 
light  upon  him  as  son,  husband,  neighbor, 
business  man,  slave-owner  (as  were  nearly  all 
Virginia  land-owners  in  his  day),  and  Chris- 
tian. With  respect  to  the  charges  that  Wash- 
ington was  neither  a  dutiful  nor  loving  son, 
General  Greely  will  say  much  that  has  not 
yet  been  made  public.  His  articles  are  of 
great  interest.  Ladies'  Home  Journal,  Phila- 
delphia.   

"Social  Evils  Relating  to  our  Sexual  Na- 
tures,"    Dr.    H.    S.    Herr,    483    Pearl    Street, 


BYRD.—  In  Augusta  County,  Va.,  in  the 
Pleasant  Valley  congregation,  at  the  residence 
of  her  daughter  and  son-in-law,  A.  D.  Garber, 
Dec.  7,  1895,  of  old  age,  sister  Hannah  Byrd, 
relict  of  Wm.  Byrd,  aged  91  years  and  14  days. 
Her  mind  was  remarkably  good  and  her  mem- 
ory very  good  up  to  the  last  day.  She  was  born 
I  raised  and  married  in  Rockingham  County,  Va 
I  She  was  next  to  the  last  one  of  the  sixteen  chil 
Iren  of  Jacob  Showaltcr.  There  is  yet  one  li v 
ng.  She  was  the  longest  lived  of  any  who  have 
iied  of  the  family.  She  was  the  mother  of  -rQ( 
ihree  children, — one  son  and  two  daughters. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  church  of  the  Breth 
ren  for  fifty-three  years.  She  called  for  the 
elders  and  was  anointed  a  few  days  before  she 
died,  S.  E.  Garber. 

BROUGH.— In   the  Upper  Conewago  con- 
gregation, Pa.,  March   10,  1896,  Bro.  Andrew 
Brough,  aged  86  years,  5  months  and  2  days. 
Deceased  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  in 
our  home  church,  besides  being  a  minister  for 
many  years.     He  was  a  man  possessing  a  high 
Christian  character,  which,  above  all,  speaks 
louder  than  words.     He  took  a  great  interest 
in  the  church  of  his  choice,  and  was  a  close 
reader  of  the  Messenger.    During  the  last 
ears  of  his   natural  life,   he  was  not  able  to 
ttend  the  meetings  regularly,  but  was  always 
cry  glad    when    the    brethren    visited 
■lis  death   was  preceded  by  his  wife's  ; 
years,  and  he  leaves  a  large  family  of 
dren.     Funeral    services  by    Bro.    Orvill 
Long.  A  Broth 


,nd  lived  in  the  Pleasan 
884  she  moved  to  Clay  Center.  She  was  a 
nember  of  the  Brethren  church  for  thirty-five 
years.  Services  by  J.  F.  Hantz  and  the  writer. 
Benj.  Forney. 
LAKE.^In  the  bounds  of  the  same  church, 
near  Oak  Hill,  Kans.,  Feb.  24,  1806,  of  con- 
sumption, Bro.  David  Delbert  La*e,  son  of 
William  Lake,  aged  17  years,  I  month  and  25 
days.  Deceased  united  with  the  church  five 
years  ago  and  lived  faithful  till  death.  Funer- 
al services  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Hantz  and  the  writer. 
Benj.  Forney. 

EIKENBERRY— At  her  home  in  Greene, 
Iowa,  March  18,  1896,  sister  Sarah,  wife  of 
Bro.  David  Eikenberry,  aged  43  years,  I 
month  and  17  days.  Disease,  paralysis,  from 
which  she  died  in  twenty-four  hours.  She  was 
an  exemplary  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
for  many  years,  and  a  teacher  in  I 
school.  She  leaves  a  heart-broken  husband 
and  five  children.  Funeral  occasion  improved 
by  Eld.  S.  H.  Miller.     Text,  latter  part 


Harvey  Eikenberi 

SHELLABARGER.— In  the  Salem  church, 
hio,   March    20,    1896,   infant  son  of  Mahlon 
and  Lizzie  Shellabarger,  aged  1  month.     Serv- 
the  house.        Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 


ian   Baptist  Brethren  church.     About  the 

1846  she  was  joined  in  marriage  to  Robert 

McCumsey,   who  departed  this  life  a  number 

of   years   ago.     To  them    were  born  six  chil- 

— two  sons  and  four  daughters.     Two  of 

the   daughters  have  long  since  passed  away. 

uneral  services  by  the  writer. 

J.  H.  Warstler. 

SHARP.— In  the  Tulpehocken  church,  Pa., 
March  15,  1896,  sister  Sucetta  Sharp  {nee 
Ackey),  aged  70  years,  10  months  and  18  days. 

ext,  Ps.  90: 10.     Funeral  services  by  breth- 

n  John  Herr  and  the  writer. 

Jacob  Nissley. 

BITTNER.— In   the  Grundy  church,  Iowa, 
Feb.    17,    1806,   Philip    Bittner,  aged  73  years 
ind  21  days.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 
J.  H.  Cakerice. 

McDOUGALL.— In    the    Winona   church, 

Winona  Co.,  Minn.,  March  1,  1896,  of  declin- 

ng  age,  Dugald  C.  McDougall,  aged  76  years, 

[i  months  and  7  days.    The  subject  of  this 

totice  was  born  in  Scotland,  March  24,  1819. 

[n    1821    his    parents    emigrated    to    Ontario, 

Canada.    In  April,  1848,  he  married.    In  1866 

moved  with  his  family  to  Winona  County, 

Minn.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.    He 

:d  with  the  Brethren  church  in  1869,  and 

for  the  last  fifteen  years  lived  a  very  earnest 

d  consistent  member.     His  aid  and  counsel 

:re     much    appreciated,    especially    in    the 

urch.     Funeral    services  conducted  by    the 

Brethren,  assisted  by   Mr.  Clague,  of  the  M. 

E.  church,  from  Matt.  25: 14-30. 

J.  H.  Wirt. 

FLOYD.— At  her  home  in  Bath,  Ind.,  March 
1896,  Martha  J.  Floyd,  daughter  of  Matthew 
id  Elizabeth  Hall,  aged  49  years,  2  months 
and  24  days.    She   united  with    the    Baptist 
church   at  the  age  of  fifteen,  that  being  the 
hurch  to  which  her  parents  belonged.    She 
pas  united  by  marriage  to  James  M.   Floyd, 
June  2g,   1869.    To    them    were    given    three 
children.     One    preceded    her    to    the    better 
land.     In    November,   1879,  brother  and  sister 
Floyd  united  with  our  church,  where  she  re- 
lined   faithful    until    death.     Nov.  27,    1890, 
e  was  stricken   with  paralysis  and  for  mare  , 
in  five  years  was  a  helpless  invalid.     Dur- 
l  these  long  years  of  illness  she  was  a  pa- 
int sufrerer,  ever  looking  on  the  bright  side, 
d  trying  to  comfort  and  cheer  those  about 
r.     She  had  another  stroke  a  few  days  he- 
re she  died.    Her  lips  failed  to  speak  her 
dying  request,  but  sh 


I  was  called  to  pre; 
her  funeral  two  days  afterwards.  Funt 
text,  2  Kings  4:26.  Bro.  Isaac  B.  Wike 
Mooreland,  Ind.,  assisted  in  the  services. 

A.  G.  Crosswhih 


GUMP.— At  his  home  in 

Cedar  Creek,  De 

Kalb  Co.,  Ind.,  March  13, 

896,  Jacob  Gump, 

aged  72  years,    10  months 

and  2  days.    De- 

ceased  was   united   in    mar 

iage    with    Sarah 

Detrick,  Jan.  30,  1845,  and 

in  1848  located  in 

Allen  County,  Ind.    To  the 

m  were  born  eight 

children,— three     sons     anc 

five     daughters 

One  son  and    two   daughte 

rs    preceded   their 

father  to  the  spirit  world. 

Bro.  Gump  unitec 

with  the  German  Baptist  ch 

trch  June  21,  1854 

was  elected   to  the  ministr 

y  in  November  0: 

FI N I F ROCK.— At  the  Cherry  Grove  church, 
!arroll  Co.,  111.,  March  14,  1806,  sister  Elsie 
:ate  Finifrock,   aged  33  years  and  6  days 


We  hope  our  loss  is  her  gain.    Funeral 
ices  by  the  Brethren,  from  Rev.  14: 12, 
Henry  M.  M 


THORP.- 
March  6,  I 
63  years.  I 
Harden. 


Lev 


church 
Thorp,    aged 


i  same  year,  forwarded  to  the  second  degree 
1857  and  ordained  in  October,  1862. 

A.  L.  Wright. 

McLUCAS.— In  the  Everett  church,  Ever 
t,  Pa.,  March  10,  1896,  of  scarlet  fever,  An 
e  Esther  McLucas,  daughter  of  friend 
George  and  sister  Jane  McLucas,  aged  2  y 
S  months  and  10  days.  Funeral  service 
the  home  ministry.  A.  T.  Simmo 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 
Middle  Iowa. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  the  Min- 
isterial Meeting  to  be  held  in  the  Cedar  church, 
Cedar  Co.,  Iowa,  Oct.  14  and  15,  1896,  at  9 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

An  address  of  welcome  to  be  given  by  one 
of  the  Cedar  brethren. 

Two  sessions  daily,  9  A.  M.  and  I  P.  M. 

Missionary  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the 
14th,  conducted  by  R.  F.  McCune  and  M.  M. 
Sherrick. 

TOPICS. 

How  can  we  best  Lead  our  Young  Mem- 
Especially  Officers,  to  show  more  of  the 
ledge  and  Experience  of  the  Older 
'"—Robert  Badger,  S.   Bowser,    E.   H. 

StouSer. 

Why  do  so  many  Brethren's  Children 

seek  Church  Homes  in  other  Denominations' 

What  can  we,  as  Ministers  and  Laity,  do  to 
this?  "— S.  Johnson,  John   Fitz,  J. 

Q_.  Goughnour. 
3.  "  Define  and  Apply  Gal.  3127-29-  —>■  "' 

Haughtelin,  J.  C.  Seibert,  J.  E.  Kellei 
Explain  Fully  ho 


lor,  M.  Deardorif,  G.  W.  Gibson.  , 

5.  "Importance  of  the  Sunday  School  an 
its  Relation  to  the  Church."- D.  E.  Brubaker, 
John  Cakerice,  J.  B.  Spurgeon. 

6.  "  How  can  we  best  Secure  a  more  Cons 
crated  Ministry?  1  Tim.  2:  15."— J-  Zuck' 
F.  Miller,  J.  L.  Myers. 

,  J"L  B'0,  Tb°maS  I bounds  of  AeSoromon's'oeek'congregation.  I  h  Bame'i!""  I  Commit!"' 

J.  H.  Brumbaugh.     |  About  two  years  ago  she  was  baptized  into  the  C  B  Rowe,   , 


McCUMSEY.-In    Walkerton,    St.    Joseph 
Co.,   Ind.,  Feb.    27,   1896,  sister  Mary    M 
McCumsey,  aged  68  years  and  5   days.    1 
remains  were  brought  to  Elkhart  County  i 
deposited  in  the  Union  cemetery  within  the 
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''7r   liistrlct  Meeting  of  the; St-cmul  I.is- 

!>»;:;' v:r'g,„i„  I..  tl.-Mt.Zlo,,  Church,  Pago 

^piiitrlot  of  Maryland  In  the  Long  Meadow 

^^nrt  1H    First  District  of  Virginia,  at  the 

'   ':!;,. I.n'r'l,.  FruiiklluCo.,Va. 
'"",:,    n\    M-,   Kiisteni   District  of  Mary- 
'■.'"[',,     SmiL    Cl"^    nn  rl  iii^ll.,ns,\     An 


^"-WC 

Ii^i  rift    M' 


M^'JfnenU'oT.oVodoYat  Portis,  Kan; 

M-'nisiii.'    "1    °'10    Wnddam'! 
nt  "l  P.  M.  Hie  day  before, 
n  A    M  ,  Western  HNIriet  01"  lYnnsyl 
''".. ,n  "in    MarkU'>sl»urg      A    love  tW.M  will  l.. 
ffifi,,.  evening  herore.    Delegate,  at^oth; 
iViiliu^K--    for   sn.nriiK.hl,    l'ii.,    wfiers   they 
l„-  met  ami  conveved  to  pin 
noiiMiiK  J«sper  Barntbouse. 
w  at'*  A  M..  District  Meeting  l_  ... 
.... '"iiMrn't    Of    Ktumus,    In    the   Cedar    Ci 
',' ,,,.),     Ml       Ida.     Kims.     Mi  nis  tor  in  I     Meeting 
1        1.,;    mvviuiis      'I'll. .so  comluu  l>y  riiilron.i 
ist  come  the  day  before.    Trains  all  cod 
Garnett, 

Di, 1  riot  Meeting  of  Middle  Pennsylv 


ughw 


I    S.,l.|[  |].. 


prll 

lonsns --- 

31.,  No.  M>  page  114) 

-  1  reek  church, 


luuvh, 

III"    WOlltlllTl 

ti,  Clarke  Cc 
the  day  before  at  i 

LOVE  FEASTS. 


►ADVERTISEMENTS* 

Rolfs  per  Inch,  each  Inset 
month  (4  II 


1  (13  limes). 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


3K  26  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  full  60 
size  pachago  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
d  (herb  form)  containing  tin ■  medical  prone r- 
>f  a  full  size  J1.00  bottle  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup, 
I  March  1,  lHOU,  we  make  a  special  low  offer  to 
vho  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  now 
he  offer,  etc  Three  cents  In  stamps  will  get 
a  sample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 
»  Frederick  Almanac  for  18911,  now  reody. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Mil 


Co. 


.  M.,  Navarre 

'.  M„  Kansas 


:  Vnlley  church,  3  miles 
House,  Abilene,  Kans. 
Center  church,  Kans.,  3 
Mouiitvllle  church,  Pa. 


2  P.  M.,  Oakland  church,  Darke  Co., 

17,  at  2  P.  M.,  Klngsley  church,  Iowa, 

1'  M.,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 
P.M.,  Monitor  church,  Kans 
IT,  at  2  P.  M.,  Naperville  church.  III. 
10  A.  M  ,  Dry  Creek  church,  Linn  Co., 

,  17,  Upper  Conewago  church,  Pa,,  one 

i'.  M.  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

1  20,  at  1  P,  M„  Cherry  Orove  church, 

Co.,  Ill, 

1  P.  M„  South  Beatrice  church,  Uage 


I]  Bear  Creek  c 


M.j. 


.  Bethel  c 


t  Co, 


Mi,.  Squaw  Creek 

■  in  Ambler  Station,  on  the  N.  P.  R.'r. 

1  24,  Sams  Creek,  Md. 
I  a  and  24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Pipe  Creek  church,  on. 
imrl  Tjj|-.....j-,,Lli-Ulrr  ,,,,,,.,  1Hll-lht,fLsi  <>f  Linwuod 
Carrol]  Co.,  Md. 

r-'j. in  '■  A.  i,!..  Tulprliockni  con yn- nation,  l'a. 
ttitlie  Heidelberg  meetinghouse. 
T«,aH  P.  M.,  Bethel  house,  Rockton, 


!.|.-J-i 


1    I'lol 


11,  Jei 


1C0. 


.  Kieulmid  cliurt-li,  Mt  sister  Kendalls'* 
7,  at  l  p.  m..  Panther  Creek,  Dallas  Co. 
10  A.  M.,  Wichita  church,  Kans,,  nea 
P.M.,  I 

Iqw'hi1,1  *  v.M'  Mt.  Pleasant  churchhoust 
k  ttiver  District,  Ind. 

P.  M.,  Blue  River  church,  Ind. 


AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 


5  a  day.    People 
child.    Agents  W 


jlty  for  agents). 
:  Rose  Jelly  Co.,t 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 

i  or  German   Maptist  church  and  their  only 

ognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe 


WAYNE  COUNTY  HERD 

POLAND-CHINAS 


Planting  Trees 

In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony.  CaL 


The  Young  Disciple An  illustrated  w 

ly  for  the  young.    This  is  one  of  the  mos 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published, 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  r 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  aiuium 


Samples  of  our  periodicals 
n  application.      


Brethren's  Family  Alms 

ily  should  have  this  Almanai 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy, 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


c— Every  (am- 


Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wc 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Single  subscripts 


■35C 


•  3Jic 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


tributary  to  Mllaca 

from  Minneapolis  a 

West  Superior. 


s  covered  with  11  splendid  growth 
1  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  and 


num  only.    The  lands 
cattle  and  dairy  busli 
crops  of  wheat,  oats,  hn 
corn,  vegetables  and  potat. 
and  of  best  quality.    The  n 

luth  and  West  Superior, 
rate  for  shipping  of  grain  I 
per  hundred.  The  lands 
creeks  and   streams,   the 


are  specially  adapted  for 
rley  and  alt  kinds  of  grain, 

Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Du- 
goiilyTJj  to  9  cents 


cliurclihoiise, 


^U-,U)UO  «'«""     OlJlllJg      LMBlrllLl,,     OtJ- 

,m  W,  Rome  church,  Ohio. 

!7,  at  1  p.  m.,  Yellow  Creek  church,  III. 

le"'&t,10A  M.,  Pipe  Creek  church,  Ind. 

taxwnii  L8f'  Bt  *  p    M.,  Indian  Creek  church, 
n,  story  Co.,  Iowa. 

iB*,    '    1D,atWA"  M.,  Pine  Creek,  III, 

-'■"l  Hudson,  in 

"*»,  DCftp    B 

H3  20C  U,l0W8- 

'""'"' ','"!n'i'lu<,A'  M"'  wyftmiot  ehuroh,  Wy- 

16  20,  at  2  p  M    \,r 

leS  nl<  Weeping  Water  church,  Nebr. 

ien t  OI  «»fora  Junction,  Ind. 

°°-'Mloh.A*  M"  New  Haven  church,  Gratiot 

27  and  2§  «f  t 

«.atJLaur6n8i  Iowftt 


prairie  wind  or  blizzards, 

a  home.    A  large  tract  of  t 

exclusively  for  the  Brethr 

Freo  fare  for  land-buyen 


i-  liuU.iim; 
mate.    No 


?heo.  F.  Koch,  176  E.  8d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
504  corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  I 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 
Hard  lo  take  care  of, 


:  BRAYTON'S  C 

is    sure.    Thous; 


States  on  receipt  of  price.    Agents  wanted  everyv.be 
money-making  prices. 
.  A_  vV,  Brayton.  Ml'g.  Chemist. 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


;rlpttoi 


.  ijfc 


single  s. 




Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


1-  Ik'si^m, 


Flowers,  size  4x 
Flowers,  size  4x 
Landscape   an 


■JH,-!   Klovs 
2!i:j   Bird 

000  "The 
sigr 

«25.!.a   La 

Scripture 

Whe 

ber  and 

there  ma 

jssed,  extra  fine,  size  'i\-t\h%, .  - 

in  id  l.nnds.-Jipe .  slaeifxlj!^, .  -  .  - 
era  and  Landsrnoe,  si/e  :;^x.'>|,-i, 
and  Landficiipe,nl/,e3J.ixBJfi, .  .  . 

PBB  PACKAGE  OF  50  OARDH. 

dscape  and  Birds,  size  2x8^, .  .  . 

Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  . 
n  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  gi 

price  as  well  as  the   name, 
y  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 


Mlliule   I: 

Leaf  Ola 


,  pletorlal 


engravings,  p 


Other  Help!.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  os 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Address,  _  _ 

BRBTHBBM'S   P0BLISHIK9  CO,, 

'"   MtrrH  "'. 


Havo  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble  \ 


Kidney  Tonic 


11,.-.  Done?    .-.    .-. 
,U',  "ii'l  ■■ dialed  Unit  II 


"■;'..  ;"».;;.^:  m.,. 

YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 

Every 

>ody  who  has  a  corn  can  dispose  of  It  by 

r  a  lO-L-ent  box  of  DUBBEL'S  DOUBLE 

ill  you  have?    The  Urst  application  stops 

od  two  or  three  appllcotionB  remove  the 

vered-aboon  for  the  millions  whosuf- 

(er  wftb  Corns.    Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  a  dime 

ts  In  stamps     Order  at  once  and  dispose 

rn.  Or,  on  receipt  of  25  cents  will  send  by 

mall  a  10-oent  box  of   Corn  Cure  and   a   26-cent 

DUBBEL'S    FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS    for 

and  Bowels,  the  best  little  Pill  to  cure 

ion.    Agents  wanted   In  every  locality. 

Write  quick  for  territory  and  terms.    Address, 

8    E.  DUBBEL  <fc  CO.,  Proprietors, 

W»yni8boro,  Franklin  Co,,  Pa. 

James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

30c  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


tSlltU'r.  Ku'^B,  ]'.  j,i  ,  (  ■>  .  ,  imn..  1111. 1  I 


liii.-.l  Krulta 


ZEBO  CREAMERY  CO.,  PERM,  IND. 


T-T=T-m    QOBPBL    Z^tEISSE3Sr3-SI«/. 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


r^  ANNOUNCEMENTS' 


DISTRICT  MEETINOS. 


April  '.lui 

Churt 

Mny  Z.  li 


I  M  k'h  iKiin,  In  Hfigin 
M.,  Middle  District  C 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


April  i.   iHl'.M.,  Harrison  County  church,  Xnd. 

May  16  nnd  17,  nt  8  P.  M„  Lanark,  III. 

Mny  28,  at*  P.  M.,  Folrvlow  ohurch,  Fa. 

Juno  5,  at  a  P.   M.,  Booth,  Kans.,  Pleasant  View 


Juno   l!l  nnd  11,  at  I  P.  M.,  Hickory  Grove,  Carroll 

Co.,  111. 
Jnno  19,  ut  8  P,  M.,  Sprlngfloia  church,  Ind. 
June  30,  at  to  A.  M.,  Middle  Creek  church,  Iowa. 
June  LM.  Mlnt'O  cluircli.  near  Hoyersford,  Pa. 


Another  Excursion ! 

BRETHREN  COLONIES 

Canilo,    Devil's  Lake,   Grand 

Harbor,    Mayville,   and 

other  Points  along 

The  Great  Northern  Railway 

IN  NORTH  DAKOTA 

^.pril    7,  '96. 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been   re- 
duced to  the  following: 
Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -         S4.00. 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,     -      -      4,50. 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -   5.00. 
Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111, 
Stud  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER! 


5  Doitule  Discovert  is  a  medicine  that 
o  purify  and  enrich  the  blood. 
10  liver  and  bowels,  builds  up 
ugthens  the  nerves.  Spring  is 
quite  necessary  that  the  blood 

If  the   blood   is  not  pure  the 


nude  by  using  the  Dlscovoi 


sof  vtirh 


[•11c  o(  my  friends  to  iry  *  linhliel's  Double  Dis- 
ery'us  a  blood  purlller.  I  have  taken  several 
ties  and  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  results. 
!  eruptions  that  were  brought  out  on  my  back 


ilni  fur  1I1.  in.  I  inn  forty-four  years  old,  and 
am  the  use  of  your  '  Discovery  •  I  feel  as  well  nnd 
iuiig  as  I  did  when  eighteen  years  old.  TMsis 
ylng  n  good  deal  but  nevertheless  It  is  true." 
£^~As  a  special  spring  offer  we  will  send  three 
rge-size,  $1.U1  bottles  of  Discovery  on  receipt  of 
,50  to  any  person  who  lives  In  n  locality  -where  vie 
we  no  agent.    This  oiler  Is  good  for  a  short  time 


REDUCED  RATES  for  Set 
tiers  and  Homeseekers. 

FREE  HOMESTEADS  and 
farms  on  crop  payment  plan  close 
to  markets  and  railway.  Hun- 
dreds of  Indiana  people  settled 
there  in  the  last  two  years. 

Those  wishing  to  go  on  next  ex- 
cursion, will  please  write  for  pub- 
lications and  rates  to 

MAX  BASS,  • 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


thereby  sn 

securing  t 
receipt  •■! 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


JfifSend  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  s%x7  inches. 
This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 

CHAPTER  1. 

rhtfrom  Abraham  to  Jottph. 
19  'S.ealgei'uui'rpr^ltiht 

THE  book  of  the  "  generation  of 
Je'eus  Christ,  ftthe  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'eaac;  and 
*I'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and /Ja'cob 
begat  JQ'daa  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  sju'das  begat  Pha'res  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  "Pha'res 


Thi 


nPen 


11  Lev; 


ined  to  edge,  : 


under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura 
hie  Bible  for  the  price  on  th( 
market.  It  is  our  selection 
Bibles 


Wells  and  Foster  Counties,  North  Dakota 

If  You   Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

if  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 

IRE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 


ers  which 


Miu-iv  K.  li.,  ,'in. I  the  Niii'th.-rn   I 


nthc 


North  Dakota. 


s  liKKN  tin  av. 
1  Hard  Wheat  r 

1 1--.  strict.'  thell'   settlement  111    ISNI,  e? 

KstJ  when    the    average    per    acre    wi: 

3  NBVBR  been  Q  failure  of  crops  1 
I    I'N.ster  Counties  through   the  effet 

LLWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for  pr< 


1  or  a  church 
■e  from  S3  to 

t  better  prices 
nd  I  wili;belp 


Minneapolis,  £ 
,  mid  the  Nnl'tl 

Wells  nnd  Foster  Con 
Department  of  the  N01 
Railroad  has  250,tHJO  acres  of  land  I 
Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  1 
townships  to  be  sold  exclusively  to 
and  have  agreed  to  give  land  for  r 
hundred  dollars  towards  the  erectii 
for  the  use  of  the  Brethren. 
prices  asked  i 


.  getting  passenger  and  freight   rates. 
ate  until  you  have  investigated.    Write 
C.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R, 


Homeseekers' 
Low-Rate  Excursion 


Tuesday,  April  7th, 
Tuesday,  April  21st, 
Tuesday,  May  5th.    . 

kets  should  be  bought  from  starting  point 
■a,  Minn.  The  price  of  the  round-trip  tick* 
ie  one  first-class  fare  one  way,  plus  (2.00.  T 
to  be  paid  at  Mllaca,  Minnesota,  before  1 
ng. 

local  agent  at  Mllaca,  Mr.  S.  Helns,  will  m< 
eurslonisls  on  arrival  of  trains  with  sultal 
'.varices,  11  ml  will  slmw  the  lime  Is  we  11dve.1t 
is  paper  free  of  charge.  The  excursion  tk'ki 
nly  be  purchased  ut   these  rates  on  the   flbo' 


and  Morri! 

If  you  will  notify  the  undersigned  when  you  ( 
coming,  he  or  one  of  bis  representatives  will  im 
you  at  the  depot  in  Minneapolis,  where  you  v 
have  six  hours'  time  to  view  the  metropolis  of  I 
northwest. 

Those  who  wish  to  come  on  other  dates  can  | 
one-way    tickets    at  considerably    reduced    rat 
good  to  start  at  any  date  from  all  poinl 
Chicago  and  Missouri  River,  by  writing  a  few  day 
e  they  wish  to  start  to  Theo.  F.  Koch,  170 Third 
t,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  or 

GEO.'A.  MOOMAW. 
Exclusive  Hi  i.-i  h  ii'ii  A^ent, 
&oi  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Ml 


You  Need  It ! 


mid 


ItC 


$4.00. 

t  (ail  10  call  lor  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Addrew,  BEHHEBTS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  I1L 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


April  , 


Brethern's 

Plain  Clothing; 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  membe,  J 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  tc 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  *jl|  b 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  (otse„ 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  cat 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  , 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purckaj 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.    Our  pi 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


Here  Again  for 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almaiu 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  too  pages  h 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings. 


DO  YOU  WANT 

A  Southern  Hoitn 


IS'kah  the  null. m's  cnpjliil  mid 
rr  good  nrilromls.  nejir  iiiivigiihh 
lg  with  fish  and  oysters,  in  i 
climate,  with  line  water  In  a  bum: 
good    soil,  adapted    to   gru 


Refer  to  S.  F.  Si 


Lemlugton  P.O.,  Fauqulf  GJj$ 
mgtr,  Bndgewater,  Vh.     A        i 


Brethren  Who  Want  to  Travt 


,  should  enclose  t 


Remember  we jjblM  Jjj 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

A  large,  handsome  Map  ol  the  United  Stat"? 
ed  and  suitable  (or  office  or  home  use,  l-;  '''"' 
Burlington  Route.  Copies  will  be  mailed  h  ii'V 
on  receipt  of  filteen  cents  in  postage  byP-S.f 
Gen'l  Pass.  Agent.  C.  B.  &■  Q.  R.  K.,  Chicago. 


Bny  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brood" 

inliilidy'rellSfej 

'  SSfjFlnely Tltust 
SHOEMAKfR  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Freeport,  I" 


FREE 


Price,  10   Cents. 
Rates  to  Agents. 
this  Office. 


Special 
Address 


I  will  be   plea 


TO  ALt  REAPERS 

THE  MESSENg; 


.ail  a  free 


ledy     for     Oh 

a;  or  8  weeks  -*«- 

1  sample  treatment 


ihlp''1' 

of  the  Messenger.  M 
be  the  arreate.-i  .u  ,„ 
...nic  t'atarrh,  » 
■h  Trouble  t 


notbluK 
le  treatment  co»w  .-  « 
_,rth  hundreds  of^olla^ 

people.     It  win 


mt  for  ' 


The  Gospel  Messenger, 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL.--PM1.  /.■  ,7. 


Vol.  34. 


Motot  Morris,  III.,  April  11,  1896. 


No.  15. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Pnbltiied  Weekly,  at  11.60  per  Annua,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris.   Illinois. 
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-^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY  «- 


On  one  of  the  Egyptian  monuments  is  a  well 
preserved  picture  of  one  Ab-sha,  a  Semite,  whose 
naiyie  means  the  "  Father  of  a  present,"  that  is  the 
pWer  of  gifts.  The  picture  was  carved  about  1900 
Tears  B.  C.',  or  about  the  time  that  Abraham  vMted 
Egypt.  It  is  now  claimed  by  Mr.  Fleary,  a  writer 
of  some  note,  that  this  picture  is  intended  to  repre- 
sent Abraham.  It  would  be,  indeed,  gratifying  for 
the  Bible  student,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  4,000 
years,  to  be  able  to  take  a  good  look  at  a  true  pic- 
ture of  the  Father  of  the  faithful. 


Some  interesting  statistics  are  published  concern- 
ing Russia.  It  is  said  that  only  seventeen  out  of 
every  one  hundred  Russians  know  how  to  read. 
For  the  125,000,000  of  Russians  there  are  but  900 
newspapers,  and  their  circulation  is  small.  Most 
of  the  books  read  are  translations  of  foreign  au- 
thors, chiefly  French.  St.  Petersburg,  the  capital, 
has  only  twenty-eight  bookstores.  Of  the  many 
places  mentioned  as  bookstores  in  the  provinces, 
the  majority  are  stationery  stores  in  which  a  few 
school  books  are  sold.  From  this  we  may  learn 
that  in  Russia  there  is  a  great  work  awaiting  the  at- 
tention of  the  eSucators  and  missionaries. 


There  is  a  wonderful  difference  between  a  man 
trying  to  have  his  own  way  and  trying  to  have  the 
best  way,  The  former  means  selfishness,  while  the 
latter  shows  thought  and  may  be  worthy  of  special 
consideration.  A  man  who  acts  from  conviction, 
has  studied  his  plans  well,  and  is  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  his  methods  are  the  very  best,  and  con- 
tends for  them  on  that  ground,  should  not  be  con- 
sidered selfish,  or  regarded  as  wanting  to  have 
things  all  his  own  way.  He  is  fully  convinced  in 
his  own  mind  that  he  is  contending  for  the  best 
way.  He  has  reached  a  plane  above  that  of  person- 
al or  selfish  consideration.  It  would  be  well  if  all 
Christians  would  labor  to  reach  this  plane,  and  thus 
get  above  selfishness. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  things  among  the  civ- 
'lized  nations  of  the  earth  is  their  constant  prepar- 
ation for  war,  and  the  steady  growth  of  their  ar- 
mies  and  navies.  England,  the  strongest  naval 
power  in  the  world,  and  among  the  most  advanced 
ln  civilization   and   Christianity,   is    preparing    to 


spend  Suo.ooo.ooo  this  year  on  her  navy  alone. 
This  means  that  other  nations  will  also  increase 
their  navies,  and  that  vast  sums  of  money  must  be 
drawn  from  the  masses.  Already  most  of  the  na- 
tions are  enormously  in  debt  on  account  of  their 
war  preparations,  and  some  of  them  are  well  nigh 
bankrupt.  When  and  where  will  this  useless  ex- 
penditure of  money  end?  When  will  the  nations 
learn  to  respect  each  other,  and  have  courts  of  ar- 
bitration in  which  to  settle  their  differences?  It  is 
amazing  to  us  that  all  the  statesmen,  ministers,  and 
the  newspapers  of  the  civilized  world  do  not  cry 
out  against  this  relic  of  barbarism,  and  urge  the 
abolishing  of  war  and  the  establishing  of  arbitra- 
tion instead. 

A  few  weeks  ago  it  was  thought  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Armenians  was  improving,  and  that  the 
destitute  would  soon  be  able  to  provide  for  them- 
selves. But  later  reports  do  not  seem  to  justify 
such  a  conclusion.  The  destitution  is  still  great, 
and  is  likely  to  continue  for  some  months.  The 
Red  Cross  Society  and  others  are  doing  their  ut 
most  to  reach  the  starving,  hungry  and  sick,  but 
with  all  their  efforts  they  will  be  able  to  rel 
only  a  part  of  the  suffering.  Money  is  being  sent 
from  all  parts  of  this  and  other  countries,  and  will 
be  used  as  fast  as  received.  Any  who  desire  to 
assist  in  this  very  important  work  can  send  their 
contributions  to  Brown  Brothers,  59  Wall  Street, 
New  York.  In  each  instance  it  should  be  stated 
that  the  money  sent  is  for  the  Armenian  Relief 
Fund. 

Women  who  wear  feathers  for  personal  adorn- 
ment should  know  something  of  the  way  such 
feathers  are  procured.  This  is  explained  in  the 
Westminster  Gazette  as  follows:  "The  aigrette,  so 
much  affected  by  woman  in  head  decorations  at 
the  present  time,  is  made  of  the  slender,  decom- 
posed dorsal  feathers  of  the  small,  white  egret  or 
heron.  These  feathers  form  the  bird's  nuptial  or- 
nament, being  acquired  at  the  pairing  time  and 
shed  when  the  breeding  is  over.  The  bird  inhab- 
its heronries,  and  it  is  in  the  breeding  season  that 
they  are  sought  for  by  the  feather-hunters.  It  is 
then,  too,  that  their  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  their 
young  makes  them  fearless  of  the  gunners,  the  in- 
stinct of  self-preservation  being  overmastered  by 
the  love  of  their  offspring.  As  they  hover  in  a 
white  cloud  over  the  heads  of  the  hunters,  they 
are  shot  down  without  trouble;  and  when  the  few 
ornamental  feathers  have  been  plucked  from  each 
bird,  the  carcasses  are  thrown  down  in  a  heap  to 
fester  in  the  sun,  and  the  fledglings  are  left  to 
starve  in  the  nests!  "  Those  who  wear  feathers  do 
most  assuredly  encourage  such  cruelty.  As  long 
as  our  members  remain  a  plain  people  they  will 
not  become  a  party  to  such  inhuman  conduct. 


A  late  issue  of  the  Independent  contains  a  list 
of  twenty-one  leading  Christian  preachers  and 
workers  who  suffered  martyrdom  during  the  re- 
cent horrors  in  Turkey.  Most  of  them  were  men 
of  fine  education,  being  pastors  of  Armenian 
churches  or  teachers  among  the  people.  Each  one 
was  offered  his  life  if  he  would  renounce  Chris- 
tianity and  accept  Mohammedanism, —  if  he  would 
accept  the  Koran.  In  every  instance  the  offer  was 
refused.  They  preferred  death  rather  than  sur- 
render their  faith.  All  around  them  they  saw  their 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  even  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, put  to  the  torture,  but  they  stood  firm  and 
died  as  martyrs  to  the  cause  they  held  most  dearly. 
More  than  50,000  others  are  said  to  have  been 
massacred  in  cold  blood,  and  all  this  because  they 


accepted  Jesus  and  rejected  Mohammed.  Some 
doubting  people  say  that  Christians  would  not 
stand  the  test  if  called  upon  to  surrender  their 
lives.  They  are  mistaken.  In  Armenia  we  have 
the  matter  tested.  We  feel  an  interest  in  these 
people.  Their  religion  is  old.  They  still  retain 
the  primitive  practice  of  trine  immersion;  believe 
that  Jesus  isthe  Christ,  and  try  to  serve  him  to 
the  best  of  their  understanding.  In  some  respects 
they  fall  short  of  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel,  but  their  willingness  to  face  death  for 
their  religion  shows  a  loyalty  that  is  to  be  admired. 
While  they  may  have  failed  to  reach  the  Gospel 
standard  in  full,  respecting  the  vies  and  ceremo- 
nies, set  forth  in  the  New  Testament,  and  also  come 
far  short  of  the  high,  spiritual  type  exemplified  in 
the  lives  of  the  apostles,  yet  they  have  reached  one 
condition  attained  unto  by  so  few  of  us;  vis.,  will- 
ingness to  suffer  death  rather  than  prove  unfaith- 
ful to  the  baptismal  vow. 


A  short  time  ago  a  very  unfortunate  state  of  af- 
fairs was  brought  to  light  by  an  inspector  in  the 
post-office  at  Georgetown,  Ind.  The  office  was  in 
charge  of  an  old  lady,  who  was  more  concerned  for 
the  ten  cats  she  had  around  her  than  for  the  mail 
coming  to  the  office.  The  government  inspector 
found  the  floor  of  a  rear  room  literally  covered  with 
mail.  He  had  the  piles  of  mail  matter  carted  to  a 
common  point  and  told  everybody  to  pick  out 
what  belonged  to  them.  Hundreds  nf  letters  were 
stored  away  in  old  sacks,  and  in  fact  mail  matter 
was  found  that  had  been  stored  away  for  twenty 
years.  During  all  that  time  scores  of  people  failed 
to  receive  the  mail  that  was  sent  them.  Hundreds 
of  letters  reached  their  owners  that  should  have 
been  received,  read  and  answered  years  before. 
The  eccentric  old  lady  had  not  disturbed  any  of  the 
letters  or  papers,  but  unmindful  of  what  she  was 
doing,  had  been  disappointing  and  deceiving  peo- 
ple for  many  years.  Many  to  whom  important  let- 
ters were  addressed  had  died.  Some  letters  con- 
tained money,  and  not  a  few  gave  proof  of  great  dis- 
appointments. Of  course  the  people  became  indig- 
nant. But  why  be  indignant  about  one  line  of  negli- 
gence and  not  another!  The  Bible  is  full  of  rare  in- 
formation for  the  world,  and  thousands  of  preachers, 
selected  to  deal  out  these  precious  truths  and  prom- 
ises, are  keeping  them  back  from  the  people. 
They  allow  men  and  women  all  around  them  to 
live  and  die,  year  after  year,  without  letting  them 
know  that  the  Sacred  Volume  contains  many  valu- 
able messages  for  them.  Were  an  inspector  from 
heaven  to  be  sent  to  all  of  the  preachers,  what  a 
commotion  there  would  be!  It  would  far  exceed 
what  was  experienced  in  the  Indiana  post-office 
when  the  Government  inspector  entered  it.  We 
counsel  preachers  and  Sunday  school  teachers  to 
hand  out  messages  entrusted  to  them.  We  dare 
not  delay.     The  judgment  is  coming. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  OL1MPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 
Number  Thirty-Nine. 

OUTSIDE  EXCURSIONS, — TO  THE  PYRAMIDS. 

Egypt  is  the  land  of  pyramids,  and  to  miss  see- 
ing them  would  be  to  miss  the  greatest  wonders  of 
this  "  wonderland."     There  are  a  number  of  them, 
our  first  visit  shall  be  to  those  of  Gizeh,  about 
en  miles  southwest  of  the  city.     Down  in  this 
ntry  we  have  drive-roads,  and  some  very  fine 
ones,  too.     This  is  especially  true  of  the  one  that 
leads  out  to  the  pyramids.    Supplied  with  two  car- 
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riages  and  drivers  we  leave  our  hotel  and  cross  the 
Nile  on  the  great  iron  bridge,  on  the  other  side  of 
which,  and  to  the  left,  is  the  resting  and  camping 
place  of  the  natives  before  entering  the  city. 
Here  you  see  them,— men,  women,  and  children,  in 
all  the  various  conditions  that  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  be,-from  that  of  primitive  nudity  to  the 
gaudy  gown  of  the  more  pretentious.  Some  are  in 
their  tents  of  black  cloth,  made  of  the  coarsest  of 
camel  hair,  and  as  black  within  as  without,  with 
small  iron  ranges  in  front,  on  which  they  roast  their 
corn,  potatoes,  chestnuts,  etc.  Many  of  them  sub- 
sist on  coarse  tread,  made  of  unbolted  flour,  and 
sugar  cane.  This  they  cut  or  break  in  joints,  pull 
off  the  outer  bark  and  eat  the  pith,  the  same  as  our 
people  eat  melons,  and  do  it  with  a  relish.  Sugar 
cane  grows  here  in  great  abundance  so  that  it  is 
very  cheap,  and  much  of  it  is  exported  north  into 
Palestine  and  Syria,  as  we  saw  piles  of  it  on  sale  in 
Jerusalem,  Damascus  and  other  cities  up  north. 
To  the  tourist  this  place  is  quite  a  curiosity,  as  here 
is  seen  the  real  home  life  of  the  Fellahin  native. 

From  here  we  go  south  along  the  N.le  to  the 
Gizeh  museum  and  park,  and  after  leaving  this  we 
turn  directly  west  through  a  most  beautiful  avenue, 
skirted  on  both  sides  with  rows  of  libbek  trees, 
thus  giving  the  way  a  cool  shade,  making  the  drive 
both  pleasant  and  attractive.  Along  the  way  we 
saw  the  seeding  being  done.  First  the  ground  is 
marked  off  in  strips,  or  lands,  about  sixteen  feet 
wide  and  a  half  mile,  or  more,  long,  depending  on 
the  lay  of  the  country.  Next  you  see  the  sowes 
nng,  by  hand,  the  grain  on 
i  left  from  the  overflow  of 
■alk  together  as  closely  as 
ing  to  each  one  a  strip  of 
:.     Each  one  has  a  short- 


with  measured  steps,  si 
the  ground,  just  as  it  w 
the  Nile  water.  These 
they  can,  and  work, — g 
land  about  two  feet  wi 


handled,  old-fashioned  iron  hoe.  With  this,  step 
by  step,  keeping  stroke,  they  hoe  in  the  sowed 
grain,  cheering  their  hearts  in  merry  singing  as 
they  work.  All  over  the  surrounding  flats,  in 
squads  of  from  twenty  up  to  fifty  or  more  we  saw 
these  hoers  at  work,  seeding  down  the  land. 

The  first  time  we  drove  out,  the  work  had  barely 
commenced,— only  in  the  higher  and  drier  por- 
tions of  the  flats,  the  balance  be  ing  yet  under  water 
from  the  receding  Nile.  In  many  places,  as  the 
sower  sowed  his  seed  he  would  come  to  plats  yet 
covered  with  water.  As  the  water,  in  such  places, 
is  quite  shallow,  he  would  sow  right  along,  over  the 
water,  the  same  as  on  the  land,  thus  most  beauti- 
fully illustrating  the  well-known  figure  as  given  in 
Ecc.  ii:  I,  "  Cast  thy  bread  on  the  waters:  for  thou 
shalt  find  it  after  many  days."  With  what  wonder- 
ful literalness  these  people  continue  to  unfold  and 
interpret  Bible  truths!  It  seems  to  us  that  these 
ancient  customs  and  habits  are  being  perpetuated 
as  living  witnesses  to  the  truthfulness  of  the  Bible. 
As  the  birds  in  this  country,— the  fowls  of  the 
air, — devour  the  grain  as  soon  as  sown,  if  not  cov- 
ered, these  plots  of  water,  as  soon  as  the  water 
sinks  away,  and  while  the  surface  is  yet  a  bed  of 
mud,  are  harrowed  over  with  a  drag,  made  of  a 
stick  of  wood,  to  which  are  tied  a  number  of 
branches  of  small  willow  twigs,  foiming  a  kind  of 
brush  harrow.  This,  they  drag  over  and  through 
the  mud  until  the  seed  is  all  covered.  Thus  it  is 
preserved,  ready  to  sprout  and  grow  as  soon  as  the 
ground  gets  sufficiently  dry.  The  grain,  in  this 
country,  comes  up  very  soon  after  sowing,  so  that 
before  we  left  the  place,  the  seeding  was  done  and 
the  whole  valley,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  was 
green  with  the  tender  growing  plants  of  wheat. 
The  sight  is  a  beautiful  one,  and  we  were  made  to 
wonder  at  the  almost  unlimited  possibilities  of  the 
great  Nile  Valley  for  growing  grain. 

Then,  too,  these  Fellahin  hoers  are  a  standing 
curiosity.  They  are  said  to  be  a  product  of  the 
Nile.  It  is  argued  that  the  air,  the  soil,  and  the 
water  have  in  them  the  elements  of  transformation 


to  all  animal  life,  so  that,  no  matter  what  race  of 
people  inhabit  the  valley  as  tillers  of  the  soil, 
gradually  they  develop  into  the  Fellahin  type. 
The  same  effect,  it  is  said,  is  noticeable  in  the  do- 
mestic animals.  Just  how  rapid  is  the  transition 
we  did  not  learn,  but  we  began  to  feel  that  three 
weeks  was  about  as  long  a  time  as  it  was  safe  for 
us  to  remain. 

But  we  must  hasten  on  to  the  pyramids.  After 
an  hour's  drive,  through  the  continued  avenue,  we 
come  to  the  great  wonder  of  the  world,— the  Egyp- 
tian Pyramids.  At  first  your  admiration  for  them 
is  somewhat  modified,  because  of  their  rather  ordi- 
nary appearance.  But  the  longer  you  look  at 
them  and  the  more  you  examine  their  size  and 
structure,  the  greater  they  grow  in  your  estimation. 
The  first  thought  that  comes  to  you  is  their  an- 
tiquity. They  were,  evidently,  built  over  three 
thousand  years  before  Christ.  Then  you  are  led  to 
contemplate  their  massiveness  and  architectural 
completeness,— the  architects'  and  builders'  precise 
knowledge  of  the  sciences  and  their  facilities  for 
moving  large  objects. 

The  Gizeh  Pyramids  are  built  in  exact  line  with 
the  four  points  of  the  compass.  The  architectural 
work  is  most  precise  in  every  point.  The  size  of 
the  stone  is  prodigious,  and  when  we  learn  that  it 
took  a  hundred  thousand  men  ten  years  to  make 
the  road  over  which  the  stone  were  moved  from 
the  quarry  to  the  place  of  building,  we  can  form 
some  idea  of  the  stupendousness  of  the  enterprise. 
History  tells  us  that  the  road  was  over  one  thou- 
sand yards  long  and  sixty  feet  wide.  Over  this 
road  all  the  great  stone,  used  in  the  erection  of  the 
pyramids,  were  moved.  But  how  much  time  was 
taken  in  their  construction  is  not  known.  The 
sides  of  these  massive  structures  measure  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  feet,  making  the  distance 
around  3,280  feet.  The  present  perpendicular 
height  of  the  larger  ones  ranges  between  four  and 
five  hundred  feet.  The  two  more  prominent  ones 
are  at  Gizeh,  the  "Cheops"  and  the  "  Chephren." 
These  are  associated  with  the  great  "Sphinx," 
which,  next  to  the  pyramids,  is  the  most  wonderful 
architectural  structure  in  the  world.  It  is  hewn 
out  of  the  solid  rock,  in  the  shape  of  a  recumbent 
lion,  having  the  head  of  a  man.  The  head  has 
been  most  carefully  executed,  and  though  mon 
strous  in  size,  at  a  distance  is  a  very  good  repre- 
sentation of  a  human  head.  The  entire  height  of 
the  structure  from  the  foundation  on  which  it 
stands  to  the  top  of  the  head,  is  sixty-six  feet. 
Years  ago  it  was  almost  entirely  covered  over  with 
the  drifting  sand,  but  has  since  been  so  excavated 
all  around  that  the  whole  of  it  is  now  seen. 

As  we  approached  the  place,  we  were  met  by  a 
drove  of  native  Beduins,  whose  business  it  is  to 
conduct  tourists  to  the  top  of  the  pyramids  and  re- 
lieve them  of  some  of  their  "  piastres."  They  live 
in  a  rude-looking  mud  village  near  by,  and  their 
boldness,  impudence  and  persistence  beggars  de- 
scription. There  is  simply  no  bounds  to  their  ap- 
peals and  demands,  and  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of 
the  plagues  is  to  ignore  the  wholeTjrood  of  them  as 
individuals  and  arrange  with  the  Sheikh. 

In  ascending  the  pyramid,  you  need,  as  helps, 
two  men,  and  for  these  you  must  have  a  stipulated 
bargain.  With  these  you  commence  the  ascent, 
but  before  you  are  aware  of  it,  you  are  surrounded 
with  ready  hands  to  help  you  up, — one  at  each 
hand  to  pull,  two  behind  to  push,  one  in  front  to 
show  you  where  to  place  your  feet,  another  to  fan 
you  while  resting,  and  still  another  carrying  a  jug 
of  water,  insisting  that  all  tourists  take  a  drink  at 
each  stop  they  make  in  going  up.  All  these  do  not 
change  the  original  bargain,  as  you  pay  the  sheikh 
so  much  for  taking  you  up  and  down.  But  if  you 
allow  one  of  them  to  touch  you,  shake  a  tan  at  you, 
or  if  you  take  a  sip  of  water,  you  are  in  for  a  back- 


sheesh, and  it  is  cheaper  to  give  it  than  to  try  to 
get  out  of  it,  as  they  are  worse  than  a  swarm  of 
mosquitoes.  We,  unceremoniously,  dismissed  all 
we  could,  and  succeeded  in  getting  rid  of  all  but 
the  two  engaged,  except  the  fellow  with  the  jug  of 
water,  who  persisted  in  carrying  it  after  us  and 
pushing  it  in  our  face  at  every  possible  opportuni- 
ty, but  we  did  not  care  to  drink  his  stale  water  and 
had  no  occasion  for  it.  Yet,  when  the  trip  was 
made,  he  demanded  his  backsheesh,  and  when  we 
told  him  that  we  did  not  drink  any  of  the  water  he 
replied  by  saying:  "  That  make  no  matter;  we 
pulled  it  after  you  all  the  same,  and  if  you  no 
drink  me  no  help  it."  We  gave  him  a  small  "tip  " 
for  his  shrewdness,  and  he  went  away  saying:  "  You 
gude  American."  Our  two  helpers  were  quite  as 
tormenting.  In  starting,  the  older  one  said,  "You 
call  me  doctor.  We'll  no  bother  you,  help  you  up 
good,  no  let  you  fall.-"  But  before  we  got  half 
way  up  they  commenced  by  saying:  ''Americans 
all  good;  always  pay  backsheesh;  you  give  us  some- 
thing. Won't  you?"  We  answered,  "Now,  doc- 
tor, remember  your  promise,  and  keep  quiet." 
"Yes,  yes,  say  no  more  till  we  get  on  top."  When 
on  top,  they  took  from  their  pockets  a  lot  of  their 
scarabs  and  other  antiques,  and  commenced  plead- 
ing for  us  to  buy,  "  All  good  Americans  buy  from 
the  doctor,  and  give  big  backsheesh."  And  so  they 
continue  their  begging  until  you  promise  to  give 
them  something  at  the  "  finish."  They  are  such 
persistent  bores  that  you  get  sick  of  pleadings,  and 
yet  you  cannot  get  angry  with  them,  as  they  are  as 
innocent  and  simple  as  children. 

But  now  we  are  on  top  of  Cheops,  four  hundred 
and  eighty-two  feet  above  the  surrounding  plane 
below,  and  a  grander  view  than  is  had  from  this 
elevation  is  seldom  found.  North  of  us  is  the  twin 
sister  pyramid,  while  smaller  ones  dot  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and,  just  a  little  in  the  westward,' 
looms  up,  from  the  drifting  sand,  the  great  SphL—-.  ,.*-. 
which  has  been  facing  the  hot  desert  winds  for 
thousands  of  years.  The  point  of  the  top  of  Che- 
ops has  been  taken  off,  so  that  there  is  a  flat  sur- 
face of  some  twelve  feet  square,  thus  affording 
a  beautiful  resting  place,  after  the  hard  climb  in 
ascending.  From  this  grand  height  are  seen,  not 
only  the  immediate  surroundings,  but  westward  we 
behold  the  glistening  spires  from  the  temples  of 
Cairo,  and  by  its  side  the  magnificent  Nile  as  it 
courses  its  living  waters  down  from  the  Abyssinian 
mountains  and  the  equatorial  lakes  and  more 
southern  sources.  Some  forty  miles  due  south  are 
seen  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Memphis  and  the 
Sakkaran  pyramids,  while  nestling  at  our  feet  is  the 
Bedouin  village  of  Bulak. 

On  our  descent  we  explored  the  inside,  which  is 
a  difficult  task,  and  of  but  little  interest  when  done. 
When  through  with  this,  camels  and  their  drivers 
were  in  readiness  to  take  us  to  the  other  pyramids 
and  over  to  the  Sphinx.  This  was  our  first  experi- 
ence in  camel  riding  and  we  were  not  at  all  fascin- 
ated with  the  peculiar,   swinging  motion,   and  the 
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getting  on  and  alighting,  or,  rather,  getting  up 
getting  down  of  the  beast,  is  a  mo 
experience. 

On  our  return  we  had  another  rumpus  with  our 
guides,— some  more  "tipping,"  and  we  took  our 
departure,  feeling  glad  to  get  rid  of  these  human 
leeches. 

TO  HELIOPOLIS. 

Our  next  excursion  was  to  Heliopolis. — a  drive 
of  one  and  a  half  hours  over  one  of  the  finest  roads 
in  Egypt  for  fine  scenery  and  places  of  interest. 
Numerous  little  villas,  with  vine-clad  porches  and 
yards  filled  with  tropical  fruits  and  flowers  are  to  be 
seen.  Near  the  small  village  of  Matariyeh  is  the 
Virgin's  tree,  a  large  sycamore  tree  with  a  decaye 
and  hollow  trunk.  It  is  said,  at  this  place,  when 
the  mother  of  Jesus,  the  child  and  Joseph,  were 
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down  in  this  country,  they  passed  along  this  road 
and  stopped  to  rest  under  the  branches  of  this 
tree.  It  is  also  said  in  one  of  these  legends  that 
when  she  was  here,  she  was  persecuted,  and  that 
Mary  and  the  child  concealed  themselves  in  the 
hollow  of  the  tree,  and  that  a  spider  so  wove  its 
web  over  the  opening,  that  it  could  not  be  seen, 
and  thus  escaped  from  their  persecutors.  There 
is  also  a  well  here,  out  of  which,  it  is  said,  they 
drank,  and  the  water,  ever  since,  is  divinely  blessed. 

After  this,  we  next  came  to  the  ruins  of  the  an- 
cient Heliopolis.  The  obelisk  is  now  about  the  on- 
ly thing  left  of  the  once  famous  city  of  the  sun.  It 
is  interesting  only  because  of  its  age,  the  inscrip- 
tions on  it  and  its  massive  appearance.  It  is  a 
vast  column  of  red  granite  of  Syene,  and  appears 
to  be  one  solid  piece  of  stone.  The  exact  age  of  it 
cannot  be  determined,  but  it  stood  there  centuries 
before  the  coming  of  Christ  and  may  continue  to 
stand  until  he  comes  again.  These  Egyptian  build- 
ers were  never  in  a  hurry  and  always  built  for 
the  gods  and  for  the  ages  to  come. 

On  our  return  we  were  driven  by  an  ostrich  farm 
where  the  birds  are  raised  by  the  hundreds,  for  the 
feathers  that  are  plucked  from  them  to  ornament 
the  hats  of  their  more  delicate  sisters.  When  thus 
appropriated  they  are  the  same  feathers,  different- 
ly located  on  a  more  civilized  animal  of  similar 
taste.  As  ostrich  raising  is  an  industry  in  which 
we  have  no  interest  we  shall  not  give  the  time  to 
describe  it, 

As  the  sun  sinks  down  over  the  vast  plains  fall- 
ing towards  the  Red  Sea,  we  enjoy  the  pleasant  ev- 
ening breezes  and  our  homeward  ride,  and  another 
day  of  Egyptian  sight-seeing  is  past.  We  enter 
our  temporary  home,  rejoicing  that  the  Lord  is  so 
richly  blessing  us  in  permitting  us  to  see  so  many 
interesting  scenes  in  this  "  Bible  wonderland." 
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ashamed,  rightly  d 


A  P1LUR1M. 

Since  first  I  started  toward  the  goal 

I  often  pause  and  pray 
For  strength,  as  mother  said  I  should 

When  traveling  away. 
And,  one  hy  one,  my  eager  friends 

"Who  hurried  on  before 
Have  fallen,  and  for  God  I  hear 

The  burdens  that  they  bore. 
So,  as  I  struggle  with  the  weight 

Of  other  people's  care, 
I  am  content  if  I  shall  be 

Indeed  the  last  one  there. 

— Frederic  F.  S/u'runin. 


WHY  WERE  THE  PYRAMIDS  BUILT? 

].  W.  McGaevey,  who  visited  the  Bible  Lands 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  contributes  to  the  Christian 
Standard  an  article  of  great  value  on  account  of  the 
light  it  sheds  on  the  probable  origin  and  purpose 
of  the  great  pyramids  of  Egypt.  When  it  is 
borne  in  mind  that  some  of  these  pyramids  were 
standing  in  the  time  of  Abraham,  it  need  not  be 
wondered  that  information  concerning  them  is 
eagerly  sought  and  highly  prized  by  all  devout  Bi- 
ble students.     Mr.  McGarvey  says: 

"  By  means  of  the  inscriptions  in  tombs  and  in 
temples  in  Egypt,  the  modern  scholar  is  now  able 
to  walk  about  among  the  builders  of  those  costly 
structures,  and  to  almost  raise  from  the  dead  the 
men  in  whose  honor  they  were  constructed.  In 
some  instances,  however,  the  servant  is  made  more 
famous  than  his  lord,  because  what  he  wrote  about 
his  lord  has  perished,  while  what  he  wrote  of  him- 
self has  been  preserved.  This  is  especially  the 
case  with  one  eminent  man  who  lived  under  three 
k»ngs  of  the  sixth  dynasty.  His  name  was  Una, 
and  he  was  a  statesman,  a  warrior,  and  an  architect. 


He  excavated  a  costly  tomb  for  himself,  and  on  its 
walls,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  times,  he 
wrote  an  account  of  his  own  career.  Brugsch,  from 
whom  our  information  is  derived,  says  of  this  ac- 
count: 

This  narrative  of  the  life  and  actions  of  a  single  man  among 
the  contemporaries  of  the  kings  Teta,  Pepi,  and  Mer-en-Ra, 
exhausts  all  that  we  know  of  their  history.    (P.  49), 

A  brief  sketch  of  his  work  in  the  single  line  of 
tomb-building  will  throw  much  light  upon  the 
mystery,  which,  until  late  years,  hung  around  the 
pyramid,  the  tombs,  and  the  coffins  of  that  remote 
period— a  period  more  remote  than  the  time  of 
Abraham.  I  collate  from  Egypt  Under  the  Phara- 
ohs. • 

Una  tells  us  that  he  received  from  Pepi,  the  sec- 
ond king,  under  whom  he  lived,  "  orders  to  quarry 
a  sarcophagus  out  of  the  mountain  of  Turah." 
This  was  to  be  the  king's  coffin  when  he  died.  We 
know  from  many  that  have  been  preserved  how  a 
sarcophagus  was  rmde.  A  huge  block  of  granite 
was  cut  from  the  quarry  with  hammer  and  chisel, 
usually  about  seven  feet  long  by  three  and  a  half 
feet  wide  and  high.  This  was  finely  polished  on 
three  sides  and  the  ends,  and  an  excavation  was 
made  in  the  other  side  of  sufficient  dimensions  to 
receive  the  mummy  of  the  king.  A  lid  of  the 
same  stone  was  quarried  to  cover  the  sarcophagus, 
usually  about  six  inches  thick.  This  was  also  pol- 
ished, and  after  the  mummy  had  been  interred  it 
was  laid  in  place  and  fastened  on  with  cement. 
Then  the  sarcophagus  was  moved  on  rollers  to  its 
place  within  the  rock-hewn  sepulchre  which  had 
been  previously  excavated.  The  western  bluff  of 
the  Nile  Valley,  which  is  a  limestone  formation,  ex- 
tending along  the  western  border  of  Egypt,  was 
honeycombed  with  these  excavations. 

Una  proceeds  to  tell  us  that  the  sarcophagus 
which  he  was  ordered  to  prepare,  after  being  quar- 
ried, "  was  conveyed  down  the  river  on  one  of  the 
king's  vessels  with  its  cover  and  many  other  hewn 
stones  for  the  building  of  the  ro>al  pyramid." 
This  last  remark  shows  that  he  was,  at  the  same 
time,  engaged  in  erecting  the  pyramid  in  which  the 
sarcophagus,  with  its  contents,  was  to  be  laid 
away. 

When  Mer-en-Ra,  the  next  king,  came  to  the 
throne,  we  are  told  that  he  "was  at  once  mindful 
of  the  eternal  dwelling,  which,  after  his  death, 
should  contain  his  mummy,"  and  that  "  Una  imme- 
diately received  the  command  to  prepare  every- 
thing for  the  work,  and  to  quarry  the  hardest  stone 
on  the  southern  border  of  Egypt."  He  says:  "  His 
majesty  sent  me  to  the  country  of  Abhat  to  bring 
back  a  sarcophagus  with  its  cover;  also  a  small 
pyramid,  and  a  statue  of  the  King  Mer-en-Ra, 
whose  pyramid  is  called  Kha-nefer."  The  name, 
Kha-nefer,  means  the  beautiful  rising.  It  was  so 
called,  perhaps,  because  it  rose  in  beautiful  propor- 
tions. 

Una  was  next  ordered  to  cut  a  block  of  alabaster, 
which  was  also  quarried  far  up  the  Nile.  "  The  gi- 
gantic load  was  to  be  sent  by  water  on  great  rafts, 
sixty  cubits  in  length  and  thirty  in  breadth,  which 
had  been  previously  specially  constructed  for  this 
purpose.  But  the  river  was  found  to  have  fallen  so 
low  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  use  of  such 
large  rafts,  so  Una  was  obliged  to  build  smaller 
ones  in  all  haste.  The  wood  for  this  purpose  had 
to  be  felled  in  the  neighboring  country  inhabited 
by  negroes."  It  is  thus  related  by  Una:  "  His 
majesty  sent  me  to  cut  down  four  forests  in  the 
South,  in  order  to  build  three  large  vessels  and 
four  towing  vessels  out  of  the  acacia  wood  in  the 
country  of  Ua-ua-t.  And,  behold,  the  officials  of 
Areret,  Aam,  and  Mata  caused  the  wood  to  be  cut 
down  for  the  purpose.  I  executed  all  this  in  the 
space  of  a  year.  As  soon  as  the  waters  ro; 
loaded  the  rafts  with  immense  pieces  of  granite  for 
the  pyramid  Kha-nefer  of  the  king  Mer-en-Ra." 

Our  readers  will  recognize  in  the  acacia  wood, 
here  mentioned,  the  same  wood  which  Moses  used 
for  the  construction  of  the  Tent  of  Meeting.  Hi 
found  the  trees  in  the  Sinaitic  peninsula  just  across 
the  Red  Sea  from  the  region  in  which  Una  found 
the  four  forests  of  the  same  in  Africa,    Both  being 
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light  and  durable,  it  was  well  suited  to  the  purpos- 
es of  both  Moses  and  Una. 

The  reader  should  not  be  misled  by  Una's  ac- 
count of  bringing  granite  from  the  upper  waters  o: 
the  Nile  for  the  construction  of  pyramids,  and  con 
elude  that  all  of  the  material  for  those  vast  struc- 
tures was  thus  transported,  or  was  composed  o 
granite.  This  hard  rock  was  used  only  for  the  in- 
terior  passages  of  the  pyramids,  and  in  a  few  ir 
stances  for  the  finishing  course  of  the  exterio 
With  these  exceptions  the  pyramids  were  built  c 
the  limestone  quarried  from  the  bluff  on  which 
they  stood;  and  the  blocks  of  this  stone  were  used 
in  the  rough  as  they  came  from  the  quarry.  Many 
conjectures  have  been  advanced,  some  of  them  very 
wild,  as  to  the  date  and  purpose  of  the  erection  of 
the  pyramids;  but  it  remained  for  the  builders 
themselves,  after  their  lips  had  been  scaled  for 
thousands  of  years,  to  settle  all  these  questions; 
and  they  have  settled  them  by  a  "  still  small 
voice  "  which  comes  from  the  inscriptions  in  their 
tombs  and  on  their  monuments.  It  is  now  a  well- 
established  fact  that  the  pyramids  which  stretch  in 
long  lines  upon  the  brow  of  the  bluff  which  rises 
from  the  Valley  of  the  Nile  to  the  level  of  the  Ly- 
bian  Desert,  were  familiar  objects  to  the  eyes  of 
Abraham  and  Joseph,  and  that  their  ages  were  al- 
ready counted  by  centuries  when  Moses  was  born." 


•  I  SLEEP." 


BY  G.  W.  STODEBAKER. 


I, — THE  self,  ego,  the  soul, — know  that  shortly  I 
must  put  off  this  my  tabernacle  (2  Pet.  I:  14)  that 
is,  the  soul  must  put  off  the  body.  Paul  deposeth, 
"  We  are  always  confident,  knowing  that  while  we 
are  at  home  in  the  body,  we  are  absent  from  the 
Lord."  The  soul  is  the  inward  man.  "Though 
our  outward  man  perish  yet  the  inward  man  is  re- 
newed day  by  day."  2  Cor.  4:  16.  The  soul, — the 
inward  man, — is  a  substantial  entity  and  has  an  or- 
ganism, the  exact  counterpart  of  the  body,  and  fills 
every  space  of  the  body  at  once,  and  may,  through 
the  actions  of  the  body  be  brought  to  slumber.  "  I 
sleep  but  my  heart  waketh." 

"  Let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others,  but  let  us  watch 
and  be  sober,  for  they  that  sleep  sleep  in  the  night, 
and  they  that  be  drunken  are  drunken  in  the  night." 
1  Thess.  5:6.  "  For  this  cause  many  are  weak  and 
sickly  among  you  and  many  sleep."  I  Cor.  11:  30. 
Most  assuredly  moral  weakliness,  moral  sickliness, 
and  moral  sleep  is  here  referred  to,  hence,  "  Awake 
thou  that  sleepest  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and 
Christ  shall  give  thee  light."     Eph.  5:  14. 

While  the  soul  permeates,  or  possesses,  the  body, 
it  may  sleep.  Man  may  amputate  a  member  of  the 
body  or  kill  the  body,  but  he  cannot  separate  the 
soul,  kill  it,  neither  will  it  lose  its  consciousness 
when  it  takes  its  departure  from  the  body.  When 
the  rich  man  was  dead  and  buried  he  cried  and 
said,  "  Father  Abraham,  have  mercy  on  me." 
Luke  16:  24.  Those  of  whom  we  read  in  Rev.  15, 
that  were  slain  for  the  Word  of  God,  and  for  the 
testimony  which  they  held,  cried  with  a  loud  voice. 
Thus  we  see  that  after  death  the  soul  does  not 
sleep. 

"I  sleep,  but  my  heart  waketh."  "It  is  the 
voice  of  my  beloved  that  knocketh,  saying,  Open  to 
me.  My  sister,  my  love,  my  dove."  Cant.  5:  2. 
In  seven  hundred  times  that  the  word  "  heart"  oc- 
curs in  the  Bible  there  is  generally  more  implied 
than  the  muscle  of  flesh  in  the  breast.  Our  sym- 
pathies, affections,  will  and  judgment  are  implied. 

"The  heart  of  the  wise  is  in  the  house  of  mourn- 
ing, but  the  heart  of  the  fool  is  in  the  house  of 
mirth."  Ecc.  7:  4.  "Where  your  treasure  is  there 
will  your  heart  be  also."  Matt.  6:  21.  "  The  heart 
of  this  people  is  waxed  gross  and  their  ears  are 
dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  have  they  closed 
lest  they  should  see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with 
their  ears  and  understand  with  their  heart  and 
should  be  converted,  and  I  should  heal  them." 
Acts  28:  27. 

Metaphorically  the  heart  is  called  a  door.  "  Be- 
hold I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock."     Rev.  3:  20. 
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RELIGIOUS  DESPONDENCY. 


There  is  no  feeling  more  detrimental  to  human 
strength,  than  real  despondency.  It  is  no  less 
powerful  in  its  effects  upon  the  soul,  if  we  become 
despondent  in  our  religious  life.  We  have  a  few 
examples  of  it  in  the  Bible.  David,  in  Psalm  42: 
1-3  must  have,  in  some  degree,  felt  depressed  or 
despondent,  when  he  says,  "  My  tears  have  been 
my  meat  day  and  night,  while  they  say  unto  me, 
Where  is  thy  God?  " 

This  Psalm  contains  the  utterance  of  a  sorrow  of 
which  men  rarely  speak.  This  is  a  grief  worse 
than  lack  of  bread  or  loss  of  friends.  His.  soul  is 
thirsting  for  God.  There  is  a  desire  in  the  human 
heart  best  described  as  the  illimitable  cravings  of 
infinitude.  Whoever  is  satisfied  with  what  he  does, 
has  reached  his  culminating  point;  he  will  progress 
no  more.  Man  should  not  be  dissatisfied,  but  for- 
ever unsatisfied. 

Infinite  goodness, — a  beauty  beyond  what  eye 
hath  seen  or  heart  imagined,  a  justice  which  shall 
have  no  flaw,  and  a  righteousness  which  shall  have 
no  blemish,— to  crave  for  that  is  to  be  "thirsting 
for  God."  It  is  a  dark  moment  when  the  sense  of 
that  personality  is  lost,  and  yet,  in  David's  sorrow 
the  taunts  of  scoffers  make  his  persecution  greater. 
This  is  ever  the  way  in  religious  perplexity, — the 
unsympathizing  world  taunts  or  misunderstands. 
In  spiritual  grief,  they  ask.  Why  is  he  not  like  oth- 
ers? In  bereavement  they  call  your  deep  sorrow 
unbelief.  In  misfortune  they  comfort  you,  like 
Job's  friends,  by  calling  it  a  visitation.  Or,  like 
the  barbarians  at  Melita,  when  the  viper  fastened 
on  Paul's  hand,  no  doubt  they  call  you  a  murderer, 
though  God  be  sustaining  you.  In  that  dark  and 
awful  hour,  when  David  called  on  God:  "  Why  hast 
thou  forgotten  me?" — his  enemies,  as  a  sword  to  his 
bones,  reproached  him  daily,  by  saying,  "  Where  is 
thy  God?" 

Now  this  is  hard  to  bear.  It  is  easy  to  sav, 
"Christian  fortitude  should  be  superior  to  it," 
but  in  darkness  to  have  no  sympathy,  when  the 
soul  gropes  for  God,  it  increases  our  calamity  to 
have  the  human  hand  relax  its  grasp. 

Forest  flies,  small  as  they  are,  by  their  number 
and  persistency,  drive  the  noble  war  horse  mad. 
Now  let  us  notice  David's  manner  of  obtaining 
consolation.  His  hope  was  in  God.  The  mistake 
we  too  often  make  is  to  look  for  a  source  of  com- 
fort in  ourselves  instead  of  looking  to  God.  In 
other  words,  we  look  for  comfort  precisely  where 
comfort  never  can  be  found.  For  first,  it  is  im- 
possible to  derive  consolation  from  our  own  feel- 
ings, because  of  their  mutability;  to-day  we  are 
well,  and  our  spiritual  experience,  partaking  of 
these  circumstances,  is  bright;  but  to-morrow  cir- 
cumstances change, — the  sun  does  not  shine,  the 
wind  is  chill,  and  we  are  low,  gloomy  and  sad. 
Then,  if  our  hopes  were  unreasonably  elevated, 
they  will  now  be  unreasonably  depressed;  and  our 
experience  becomes  flux  and  reflux,  ebb  and  flow, 
like  the  sea,— that  emblem  of  instability.  Next 
it  is  impossible  to  get  comfort  from  our  acts. 
Though  acts  are  the  test  of  character,  yet  no  man 
can  judge  justly  of  his  own  acts.  They  assume  a 
darkness  of  hue  which  is  reflected  on  them  by  the 
eye  that  contemplates  them.  It  would  be  well  for 
all  men  to  remember  that  sinners  cannot  judge  of 
sin, — especially  not  our  own  sin.  Besides  we  lose 
time  in  remorse.  In  the  wilderness,  had  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  instead  of  gazing  on  the  serpent, 
looked  down  on  their  own  wounds  to  watch  the 
process  of  the  granulation  of  the  flesh,  and  see 
how  deep  the  wound  was,  cure  would  have  been 
impossible.  Their  only  chance  was  to  look  away 
from  the  wounds  to  the  serpent.  Just  so  when 
giving  up  this  hopeless  work  of  self-inspection, 
and  turning  from  ourselves  in  Christian  self-obliv- 
ion, we  look  to  God,  then  first  the  chance  of  conso- 
lation dawns. 

We  have  another  striking  example  of  religious 
despondency  in  the  character  of  Elijah.  Let  us 
observe  the  causes  of  it. 


1.  Relaxation  of  Physical  Strength.— On  the 
reception  of  Jezebel's  message,  Elijah  flies  for  his 
life,— sits  down  under  a  juniper  tree,  faint,  hungry 
and  travel-worn.  The  man  gave  way.  He  longs 
to  die;  we  cannot  mistake  the  causes,  in  part  phy- 
sical. There  is  something  humiliating  in  being 
thus  at  the  mercy  of  our  animal  organism.  We 
talk  of  the  hiding  of  God's  countenance  and  the 
fiery  darts  of  Satan,  but  the  picture  given  here  is 
real.  The  body  is  the  channel  of  our  noblest 
emotions  as  well  as  our  most  distressing  sorrows. 
Instead  of  vilifying  the  body,  complaining  that 
our  noblest  parts  are  chained  down  to  a  base  part- 
ner, it  is  worth  remembering  that  our  body,  too, 
is  the  gift  of  God  and,  in  its  way,  divine,—"  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  To  keep  the  body  in 
temperance,  soberness  and  chastity,  to  guard  it 
from  pernicious  influence,  is  a  pait  of  our  religious 
duties. 

2.  Want  of  Sympathy. — "  I,  even  I  only,  am 
left."  Popularity  is  not  love.  The  world  will  sup- 
port you  when  you  have  constrained  its  votes  by 
a  manifestation  of  power,  and  shrink  from  you  when 
power  and  greatness  are  no  longer  yours. 

3.  Want  of  Occupation. — As  long  as  Elijah  had 
a  prophet's  work  to  do,  severe  as  it  was,  all  went 
well;  but  on  hearing  this  startling  announcement, 
he  leaves  his  work.  The  misery  of  having  nothing 
to  do,  increased  his  despondency. 

4.  Disappointment  in  the  Expectation  of  Suc- 
cess.— On  Carmel  the  great  object  for  which  Eli- 
jah had  lived  seemed  on  the  point  of  being  real- 
ized. Baal's  prophets  were  slain, — Jehovah  ac- 
knowledged with  one  voice, — false  worship  put 
down.  Elijah's  life-aim,  the  transformation  of  Is- 
rael into  a  kingdom  of  God,  was  all  but  accom- 
plished. In  a  single  day  all  this  bright  picture  was 
annihilated..  Man  may  desire  success  but  it  rare- 
ly comes.  The  wisest  has  written  upon  life  its 
sad  epitaph,  "  All  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit." 
Observe  God's  treatment  of  Elijah's  case.  First, 
he  recruited  his  servant's  txhausted  strength. 
Read  the  history.  Miraculous  meals  are  given, 
on  the  strength  of  which  he  goes  forty  days'  jour- 
ney. Now  he  calms  his  restless  mind  by  the  heal- 
ing influence  of  nature.  Observe,  God  was  not  in 
the  wind,  fire,  nor  earthquake.  Then  nature 
speaks  in  a  "  still,  small  voice," — the  harmony  and 
peace  of  God. 

Furthermore  God  made  him  feel  the  earnestness 
of  life.  What  doest  thou  here,  Elijah?  Life  is  for 
doing:  a  prophet's  life  for  noble  doing, —  and  the 
prophet  was  not  doing. 

He  goes  farther:  "  Arise,  go  thy  way."  Now  he 
completes  the  cure  by  the  assurance  of  victory. 
"  Yet  have  I  left  me  seven  thousand  in  Israel  who 
have  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal."  So  then  Eli- 
jah's life  had  been  no  failure  after  all.  Seven 
thousand  in  Israel  had  been  braced  and  encour- 
aged by  him,  and  silently  blessed  him.  In  God's 
world,  for  those  that  are  earnest,  there  is  no  fail- 
ure. No  work  truly  done,  no  word  earnestly  spok- 
en, no  sacrifice  freely  made,  was  ever  made  in 
vain.  Never  did  the  cup  of  cold  water,  given  for 
Christ's  sake,  lose  its  reward. 

York,  Pa. 

A  DESOLATE  CHURCH. 

BY  P.  R.  KELTNER. 

"  Behold,  your  house  is  left  unto  you  desolate."— Matt.  23: 38. 

The  above  language  was  spoken  in  a  very  im- 
portant period  of  Christ's  ministry.  He  had  trav- 
eled through  Judea  and  Galilee,  preaching  and 
performing  his  wondrous  works.  He  had  won 
many  admirers,  and  not  a  few  had  consecrated 
their  hearts  to  his  service.  But  nevertheless 
Jews,  as  a  people,  were  becoming  more  indignant 
at  him,  and  the  chief  priests  and  elders  were 
prejudicing  the  minds  of  his  hearers.  What,  a  few 
months  before,  was  a  mere  under-current  of  hatred 
was  now  fast  working  to  the  surface,  when  the 
people,  he  had  come  to  bless,  would  rise  up  in 
open  rebellion,  and  thereby  bring  complete  deso- 
lation upon  their  city  and  their  nation,  and  that  for 


many  future  centuries.  The  complete  destruction 
of  Jerusalem  by  Titus  and  his  Roman  soldiers  in 
A.  D.  70,  and  the  utter  disruption  of  the  Jewish 
kingdom  through  all  these  years,  is  but  a  faint 
picture  of  the  desolation  of  the  soul  in  that  "  grcat 
day,"  that  has  spurned  Christ's  mercy  in  this  day 
of  grace.  It  is  but  safe  to  say  that  the  causes 
that  led  to  this  desolation,  with  all  its  attendant 
miseries,  are  beautifully  typical  of  the  causes  and 
results  that  lead  to  the  desolation  of  the  soul. 
Let  us  look  briefly  at  some  of  these  causes. 

1.  Substitution  of  form  for  the  fact  of  godliness 
Ever  since  the  delivering  of  the  law  on  Sinai's 

heights,  the  Jewish  people  gradually  drifted  from 
God's  object  of  service  to  the  mere  form  of  worship. 
God  sent  them  judges  and  prophets  to  extricate 
a  from  these  evils,  but  in  the  main  their  mis- 
sion was  a  failure.  When  Christ  came,  this  evil 
had  become  inherent.  They  were  entirely  devoid 
of  heart  service.  Christ  said  of  them,  "  This  peo- 
ple draweth  nigh  unto  me  with  their  mouth,  and 
honoreth  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  heart  is  far 
from  me." 

Again  he  said,  "  They  are  like  whited  sepulchers, 
which,  indeed,  appear' beautiful  outward,  but  within 
are  full  of  dead  men's  bones."  Many  other  kin- 
dred Scriptures  go  to  verify  our  proposition. 

Godliness  must  have  form,  as  indicated  by  the 
apostle  in  2  Tim.  3:  5,  and  we,  as  a  people,  cannot 
guard  too  well  this  point.  We,  as  a  church,  should 
seriously  and  prayerfully  guard  against  this  natural 
tendency  of  form  without  godliness.  A  certain  writ- 
er strongly  puts  it,  "  The  Jewish  church  struck  on 
this  rock,  the  Romish  church  was  wrecked  on  the 
same,  and  the  Protestant  church  is  fast  reaching 
the  same  doom."  We  believe  our  beloved  Fra- 
ternity will  ever  be  too  spiritually  minded  for  this, 
but  are  there  not  grounds  for  fear? 

2.  A  failure  to  rightly  read  God's  Word,  and 
hence  misapplying  its  truths.  The  Jews  were 
seemingly  well  versed  in  the  law.  They  made  a 
loud  profession  of  allegiance  to  the  same,  but  the 
facts  of  the  matter  were,  they  had  read  it  with 
prejudiced  minds,  and  had  wonderfully  misapplied 
its  teachings.  They  had  utterly  failed  to  see  the 
hand  of  God  pointing  through  the  law  to  the  sal- 
vation of  the  Gentile  world.  They  had  wrongly 
drawn  from  the  Word  that  Christ  was  to  come  and 
literally  reign  in  a  temporal  kingdom.  They  had 
failed  to  see,  in  all  God's  dealings  with  them, 
through  patriarchs  and  prophets,  that  their  down- 
fall was  sure  to  come.  The  truthfulness  of  the 
statement  that  they  wrongly  read  is  couched  in 
Christ's  saying,  John  5:  39,  "  Search  the  scriptures, 
for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they 
are  they  which  testify  of  me."  May  we  not  be  ex- 
posed to  this  same  great  danger,  and  might  we 
not  drift  in  this  same  channel  of  carelessness  in 
reading  God's  Word?  We  need,  as  a  church,  to 
observe  well  Paul's  advice  to  Timothy  in  2  Tim.  2: 
15:  "  Rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,"  and  we 
need,  as  ministers,  to  carefully  follow  Paul's  in- 
struction in  2  Tim.  4:  2,  "  Preach  the  Word,"  that 
we  fall  not  into  this  dangerous  error. 

3.  The  growing  tendency  to  priestcraft  and  tra- 
dition. "  A  wonderful  and  horrible  thing  is  com- 
mitted in  the  land;  the  prophets  prophesy  falsely, 
and  the  priests  bear  rule  ("take  it  into  their 
hands,"  marginal  reading)  and  my  people  love  to 
have  it  so."  Jer.  5:30,  31.  The  above  Scripture 
explains  the  true  condition  of  Israel,  even  in  Jere- 
miah's day.  The  priests  had  not  only  taken  con- 
trol of  the  church,  both  in  the  order  of  sacrifices, 
and  in  the  executive  department,  but  the  people 
had  learned  to  love  to  have  it  so.  No  wonder  the 
prophet  called  it,  "  A  wonderful  and  horrible  thing. 
"In  vain  they  do  worship  me  (says  Jesus)  teach- 
ing for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men." 

Again;  the  Jews  laid  too  much  stress  entirely 
upon  tradition.  They  accused  Christ's  disciples 
of  transgressing  the  tradition  of  the  elders  in  not 
washing  their  hands  when  they  ate  bread.  Matt- 
15:2,  3.  They  placed  too  much  religion  in  #8*- 
lion.  They  had  gone  so  far  as  to  reject  the  com- 
mandment of  God,  that  they  might  keep  then- 
tradition.    Mark  7:9.    Truly,  it  was  a  sad  condi- 
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tion  God's  chosen  people  were  in.  They  had  fol- 
lowed the  tradition  of  the  elders;  they  had  paid 
tithe  of  mint  and  anise  and  cummin,  but  had  en- 
tirely  "  omitted  the  weightier  matters  of  judgment, 
mercy  and  faith." 

Jesus  says,  "  These  ought  ye  to  have  done, 
and  not  to  have  left  the  other  undone."  Is  not 
modern  Christianity  threatened  with  this  same 
great  foe?  Are  not  the  people  being  too  much 
led  by  the  eloquence,  and  too  often  false  devotion 
of  the  ministry?  May  we  not  fall  into  customs 
and  traditions,  and  because  of  a  lack  of  spirituali- 
ty, not  base  our  hope  upon  the  "  law  of  the  spirit 
of  life!"  We  need,  and  we  need  it  muck,  in  these 
last  days,  a  people  that  read  and  think  for  them- 
selves. A  people  that  are  prayerfully  anxious  to 
carry  out  the  spirit,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  law, 
and  then  we  ever  need, — and,  oh  we  need  it  badly, 
_/?  teaching  ministry. 

sterling.  III. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  PLAIN  DRESSING  LOVABLE. 

BV  W.  B.  STOVER. 


1.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  always  keep 
sweet  in  the  council-meeting,  always  take  the  part 
of  the  person  that's  down,  and  always  be  running 
over  full  of  pity,  sympathy  and  love. 

2.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  be  the  first 
to  offer  continued  assistance  to  any  sick  person 
in  the  neighborhood,  members  or  not  members. 
Always  before  leaving  the  sick-room,  if  possible, 
pray  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick  one.  It  is  not  best 
to  call  many  others  into  this  sick-room  prayer. 

3.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  take  the 
most  active  part  in  the  Sunday  school,  always 
showing  themselves  full  of  love  for  the  children. 
If  you  cannot  be  Superintendent  or  a  teacher,  be  a 
good  scholar  in  the  Bible  class. 

4.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  take  an 
earnest  part  in  the  prayer  meeting,  be  there  always 

pi  possible,   choose  hymns  to  sing,  lead  in  public 
•  prayer,   speak  at  least  two  nights  out  of  three,  and 

after  the  meeting  don't  be  too  eager  to  get  off  the 

subject. 

5.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  be  first  to 
propose  missionary  collections,  first  to  request 
missionary  sermons,  first  to  suggest  a  gift  of  good 
books  or  of  money  for  the  ministers,  first  to  offer 
themselves  for  any  self-sacrificing  work  in  behalf 
of  the  church,  and  first  to  submit  quietly  to  any 
decision  the  church  may  make,  however  stoutly 
they  may  have  argued  for  a  contrary  opinion  be- 
forehand. 

6.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly,  when  they 
meet  a  brother  or  sister  whom  they  have  not  met 
for  several  months,  after  a  very  hearty  salutation, 
ask  calmly,  "Well,  what  opportunities  for  Chris- 
tian growth  have  you  had  since  last  we  met?  "  This 
will  easily  bring  about  a  blessed  conversation,  anc 
will  show  that  while  you  love  Gospel  plainness, 
you  yet  consider  "  the  body  more  than  raiment  and 
the  life  more  than  meat." 

7.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  have  daily 
family  worship  (not  the  dry,  monotonous,  rutty, 
meaningless,  sleepy  kind  of  worship,  but  full  of 
the  Spirit,  and  closely  connected  to  all  that's  dear 
to  the  soul,  and  the  every-day  happenings  in  the 
home),  let  them  always  ask  the  blessing  before 
meals,  spend  an  occasional  hour  in  prayer  alone 
with  God,  and  always  reflect  His  image  from  their 
faces. 

8.  In  case  a  member  becomes  cold  and  indiffer- 
ent to  any  position  taken  by  the  church,  let  those 
who  dress  most  plainly  associate  with  him  more 
freely  than  ever.  Love  him  more  than  ever.  Go 
to  his  home  and  get  him  to  come  to  yours.  Prob- 
ably he  feels  that  he  has  been  slighted  in  some 
way  or  other,  and  just  needs  to  be  loved  a  little 
more.  Love  will  do  much  more  than  council- 
meetings  to  bring  an  indifferent  member  into  har- 
mony with  the  church.  As  one  learns  to  love  a 
plainly-dressed  spiritual  Christian,  it  is  easy  to 
walk  in  his  footsteps. 

9  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly  always  have 
a  kind  word  and  a  loving  smile  for  every  one  they 


meet.  In  case  they  have  forgiven  an  error  on  the 
part  of  some  one  else,  let  them  never  repeat  it 
even  to  their  closest  friends,  and  afterwards  let 
them  be  as  friendly  to  the  one  forgiven  as  though 
the  thing  never  had  happened. 

10.  Let  those  who  dress  most  plainly,  when  a 
solicitor  for  some  worthy  work  calls  upon  them, 
tell  him  something  like  this:  "Well,  I'm  glad  you 
came.  I  am  so  glad  the  Brethren  these  days  give 
the  members  a  chance  to  obey  the  Gospel  com- 
mands with  respect  to  giving.  I  will  give  all  I 
can,  and  consider  it  only  my  share  according  to 
the  Gospel.  I  always  feel  as  good  after  having 
given  liberally  to  a  worthy  cause  as  I  do  after  a 
love  feast,  for  both  are  taught  of  God.  It's  doing 
the  will  of  God  that  makes  me  happy.-  When  you 
come  again  don't  miss  me.     God  bless  you!  " 

11.  If  a  young  member  is  about  to  go  West,  or 
to  some  place  where  there  is  no  congregation,  let 
those  who  dress  most  plainly  give  him  good-bye 
something  like  this:  "  Well,  good-bye,  brother. 
May  you  be  constantly  infilled  with  the  Holy  Spir- 
it. Read  your  Bible  daily.  Do  all  you  can  to 
implant  the  precious  truths  of  our  holy  religion 
into  the  hearts  of  others.  Walk  humbly;  be  holy; 
and  live  in  the  grace  and  power  of  God." 

12.  If  a  congregation  seems  to  have  lost  a  good 
deal  of  its  original  plainness  and  simplicity,  and 
a  neighboring  congregation  retains  these  merits, 
let  the  plain  congregation  show  themselves  ex- 
ceedingly lovable  to  the  other.  Go  to  their  meet- 
ings, visit  them  in  their  homes,  sing  and  pray  with 
them,  and  talk  about  the  things  common  to  both. 
The   other   may   have    merits   that   the    plain    one 

't.     Work    by   the    divine   power, — love.     Love 
n,   and   let   them   know  that  they    are    loved. 
Then  they  may  love  the  plain    congregation    and 
merits  in  return.     May?     Yes,   will.     Love   be- 
gets love.     To  love  is  the  first  step.     To  embrace 
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P.  S— ."  Let  those  who  love  the  church  most, 
"  let  those  who  love  their  Master  most,"  might 
have  been  used  equally  well  in  these  two  articles, 
but  I  have  preferred  "  Let  those  who  dress  most 
plainly"  because  ours  is  a  plain  church,  and  as 
such  she  is  known.  The  most  is  expected  from 
the  plainest  members.  When  they  err,  it  is  fol- 
lowed with  saddest  results.  They  are  usually  he'd 
up  as  examples,  and  we  have  preferred  to  follow 
this  custom,  trusting  that  all  others  may  see  the 
point  to  their  own  edification. 

Bulsar,  India. 
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LESSON  LIGHT  FLASHES. 


Parable  of  the  Great  Supper.— Luke  14:  15-24. 


[Lesson  far  April  , 


It  is  a  ""fed  letter"  day  in  the  experience  of 
the  boy  who  has  left  the  parental  roof,  leaving 
behind  him  a  slammed  door,  an  open  gate  and 
aching  hearts,  when  he  is  made  to  say,  away  down 
in  the  depth  of  his  soul:  "I  want  to  go  home." 
The  curse  of  young  manhood  and  womanhood  is 
waywardness  and  prodigality.  This  is  a  truth  that 
runs  away  back  to  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  has 
been  cropping  out  ever  since.  And  there  is  noth- 
ing that  can  so  successfully  checkmate  it  as  the 
religion  of  Christ.  And  nowhere  is  the  lesson  so 
forcibly  put  as  in  the  parable  of  the  "  prodigal 
son." 

In  the  lesson  we  have  set  before  us  three  distinct 
and  representative  characters: 

1.  Christ,  as  a  father,— an  indulgent  father,— who 
has  children  in  whose  welfare  he  is  deeply  inter- 
ested. He  not  only  provides  for  them  in  giving 
them  food,  raiment  and  home,  but  he  labors  to 
develop  in  them  desires  for  right  living  and  as- 
pirations for  the  better  life. 

2.  The  Pharisee,  including  the  scribe,  the  doctor, 
and  the  lawyer,  who  may  represent  the  "  home 
boy,"  who  is  satisfied  to  remain  under  the  parental 
roof,  enjoy  its  advantages,  and  revel  in  its  fatness 


being  fed  on  the  best  of  the  father's  herds  all  the 
time,  and  that  the  loving  mother's  larder,  well 
stocked  with  the  choicest  meats,  pies,  doughnuts, 
etc.,  is  always  open  and  at  his  pleasure.  As  we 
look  at  this  big,  selfish,  pouting  boy,  we  feel  like 
crying  out,  Shame,  shame!  But  don't  be  too  hasty 
in  your  words  of  condemnation.  First,  take  a 
good  look  at  your  own  doings,  and  you  may  think 
better  of  your  big  brother. 

3.  We  have  the  "  publicans  and  sinners "  who, 
in  a  sense,  are  made  to  represent  our  "  prodigal 
boy."  The  boy  had  been  home  long  enough  to 
see  and  to  secretly  appreciate  many  lovely  and 
desirable  things,  but  he  began  chafing  under 
healthy  and  timely  home  restraints.  And,  instead 
of  kindly  receiving  them  to  the  purging  of  the 
growing  dross  of  his  life,  he  repelled  them,  and 
finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  only  way 
he  could  do  that  successfully  was  to  "  pull  out." 
And  so  he  did.  And,  after  all  that  has  been  said 
about  the  bad  boy,  on  a  closer  examination,  the 
difference  between  them  is  not  so  apparent  as  it 
may  seem  at  first  sight.  The  one  remains  home 
to  pout  and  growl  in  selfishness  day  by  day,  while 
the  other  runs  away  long  enough  to  learn  how 
much  he  lost  and  to  learn  the  blessedness  of  home- 
life. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  lesson  again.  The  par- 
able is  prefaced  by  two  other  parables,  the  "  Lost 
Sheep "  and  the  "  Lost  Piece  of  Silver."  These 
two,  while  similar  as  to  the  characters,  differ  in 
application.  The  specific  import  of  the  first  two 
is  to  set  forth  the  character  of  the  one  whose 
pleasure  it  is  to  look  after  and  care  for  the  lost 
and  those  who  go  astray.  The  one  of  the  lesson 
has  more  special  reference  to  the  straying  ones 
and  the  lost.  For  a  moment  we  will  look  at  these 
two  brothers.  Who  does  the  elder  brother  repre- 
sent? 

All  three  of  the  parables  are  part  of  the  reply 
of  Christ  made  to  the  murmuring  Pharisees  and 
scribes  and  primarily  the  "ninety  ard  nine  sheep," 
the  "nine  pieces  of  silver"  and  the  "  elder  broth- 
er" represent  the  Pharisees  and  the  scribes,  as 
they  were  offended  because  the  Good  Master  was 
giving  attention  to  the  publicans  and  sinners,  who, 
in  their  estimation,  had,  in  a  sense,  left  the  Father's 
house  and  were  playing  prodigal. 

As  we  enlarge  and  amplify  the  interpretation, 
may  not  this  elder  brother  represent  those  who 
are  in  the  fold?  And  if  so,  what  is  our  attitude 
towards  the  prodigal?  Was  there  any  cause  for 
offence  in  Christ  looking  after  these  poor  publi- 
cans and  sinners?  Did  the  shepherd  not  do  right 
in  leaving  the  ninety  and  nine  in  the  fold  and 
going  out  to  seek  the  one  who  had  gone  astray? 
Did  the  woman  not  do  wisely  in,  for  the  time,  for- 
getting the  known  nine  pieces  of  silver  and  seeking 
after  the  lost  one?  And  what  was  wrong  about 
the  good  father  making  demonstrations  of  joy  at 
the  return  of  the  lost  son?  O,  yes,  we  all  say 
these  different  actions  were  all  right, — to  save  the 
lost,  was  Christ's  mission.  To  take  care  of  the 
wandering  sheep  was  the  duty  of  the  shepherd. 
To  search  after  and  find  the  lost  piece  of  silver  was 
the  duty  of  the  one  to  whom  the  ten  pieces  had 
been  entrusted,  and  surely  a  loving  father  could 
not  refrain  from  rejoicing  at  the  return  of  the 
wandering  and  prodigal  boy.  The  elder  brother 
did  all  right  by  remaining  at  home  and  serving 
his  father,  to  whom  he  was  so  largely  indebted. 
But  he  did  not  do  right  in  forgetting  his  lost  broth- 
er,— in  growing  ungrateful  and  selfish  under  the  be- 
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ing his  father  because  he  opened  his  heart  and  arms 
to  his  lost  child.  Had  he  had  the  brotherly  feel- 
ing that  he  should  have  had,  he  would  have  shared 
his  father's  sorrow  in  his  bereavement,  as  well  as 
his  joys  in  the  return. 

{Concluded  on  page  336.) 
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^THE  *  YOUNG*  PEOPLED 

OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

i  l/ist     YEAIt. 

.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  S1.04:  paper 34  t 

,  "Lilc  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  27  cents;  pnper IS  < 

,  "Out  Country."  cloth,  55  cents;  paper *)  < 

.  "Non-Such  FroleMor,"  cloth 83  c 

^"•Prices,  as  (riven  above,  arc  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle 
UtWrs  p.TV  rcRiil.ir  retail  price. 


Rbading  Circle.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsar, 
idriJi.Ohlo;  Mrs.  H.  M,  Stover,  Waynes- 
lynosboro,  Pa.;  J.  M,  Neff.  Fruitdalc,  Ala. 
Officers  of  Reading  CiRCLB.-Prcsldent,  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar.  Ind.; 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  Baker,  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  Secretary.  Edith  R.  New- 
comer, Waynesboro,  Pa„-to  wliom  all  communications  concerning  the 
Reading  Circle  should  he  addicssed.  but  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co..  Mount  Morris.  III. 


THE  COAST-GUARD. 

Do  you  wonder  what  I  am  seeing 

In  the  heart  of  the  fire  aglow, 
Like  cliffs  in  a  golden  sunset, 

With  a  summer  sea  below? 
I  see,  away  to  the  eastward, 

The  line  of  a  storm-beat  coast, 
And  I  hear  the  tread  of  the  hurrying  waves, 

Like  the  tramp  of  a  mailed  host. 
And  up  and  down  in  the  darkness, 

And  over  the  frozen  sand, 
I  see  the  men  of  the  coast-guard 

Pacing  along  the  strand, 
Beaten  by  storm  and  tempest, 

And  drenched  by  the  pelting  rain, 
From  the  shores  of  Carolina, 

To  the  wind-swept  bays  of  Maine, 
No  matter  what  storms  are  raging, 

No  matter  how  wild  the  night, 
The  gleam  of  their  swinging  lanterns 

Shines  out  with  a  friendly  light. 
And  many  a  shipwrecked  sailor 

Thanks  God  with  his  gasping  breath. 
For  the  sturdy  arms  of  the  coast-guard, 

That  drew  hint  away  from  death. 
And  so,  when  the  wind  is  wailing, 

And  the  air  grows  dim  with  sleet, 
I  think  of  the  fearless  watchers 

Pacing  along  their  beat. 
1  think  of  a  wreck,  fast  breaking 

In  the  surf  of  a  rocky  shore, 
And  the  life-boat  leaping  onward 

To  the  stroke  of  the  bending  oar. 
I  hear  the  shouts  of  the  sailors, 

The  boom  of  the  frozen  sail, 
And  the  creak  of  the  icy  halyards 

Straining  against  the  gale, 
"  Courage!  "  the  captain  trumpets, 
"They  are  sending  help  from  land!" 
God  bless  the  men  of  the  coast-guard, 

And  hold  their  lives  in  his  hand! 

—  St.  Nicholas. 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 

S.  McFarlane,  in  his  book,  "Among  the  Can- 
nibals ol  New  Guinea,"  gives  us  an  idea  of  the 
zeal  and  devotion  of  some  of  the  converts  from 
heathenism,  in  an  incident  which  he  relates  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  It  will  appear  from  what  I  have  said  about  the  New  Guin- 
ea pioneer  native  teachers,  that  some  of  these  men  are  real 
heroes,  and  are  accompanied  by  heroic  wives.  They  will 
settle  down  amongst  tribes,  however  savage,  and  brave  dan- 
gers, however  great,  in  order  to  teach  their  fellow  men  the 
message  of  the  cross.  This  spirit  is  well  illustrated  in  the 
words  and  conduct  of  one  of  the  Lifu  men  (a  native  of  one  of 
the  Loyalty  Islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean),  that  I  trained  and 
took  to  New  Guinea  in  1S71.  A  party  were  sitting  around  the 
fire  in  the  cocoanut  grove  at  one  of  our  stations,  eating  sugar- 
cane, and  drinking  cocoanuts,  whilst  the  teacher  told  them 
of  the  wonderful  effects  of  the  Gospel  upon  the  South  Sea 
islanders.  When  he  expressed  his  intention  to  carry  the 
Gospel  to  a  neighboring  heathen  district,  the  natives  at 
once  and  unanimously  opposed  it,  saying  that  it  was  mad- 
ness to  think  of  going  there.  It  was  very  difficult  to  get  at, 
on  account  of  reefs  and  banks  and  currents;  and  the  river 
was  full  of  crocodiles,  and  the  bush  full  of  snakes,  etc. 

"'Are  there  any  people  there?'  asked  the  teacher, 

"'Oh  yes,"  they  replied;  'but  they  are  dreadful  savages  and 
cannibals,  great  warriors  and  very  treacherous.' 

"'That  is  enough,"  said  the  teacher;  'wherever  there  are 
people,  missionaries  must  go!  " 

Look  again  at  that  statement,  though  uttered 
by  one  but  lately  converted  from  heathenism. 
"  Wherever  there   are    people,    missionaries  must 


go."  It  takes  some  Christians  a  long  time  to  be- 
come awakened  to  this  necessity.  And  yet  how 
like  is  the  spirit  that  would  call  forth  such  an  ut- 
terance to  the  Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  apostles! 
When  the  people  of  Capernaum  plead  with  the 
Master  to  not  depart  from  them,  he  replied,  "/ 
must  preach  the  kingdom  of  God  to  other  cities  al- 
so" (Luke  4:  43).  And  with  these  words  on  his 
lips  and  this  thought  in  his  heart,  Jesus  "went 
about  all  the  cities  and  villages,  teaching  in  their  syn- 
agogues, and  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  king- 
dom" (Matt.  9:  35). 

And  then,  as  a  last  commission  to  his  disciples, 
our  Lord  enjoined  upon  them  to  go  "into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature  "  ( Mark 
16:  15).  If  a  black-skinned  brother  from  one  of 
the  islands  of  the  sea  should  come  into  our  midst 
and  insist  that  "wherever  there  are  people,  mis- 
sionaries must  go,"  many  would  no  doubt  regard 
his  words  as  of  little  weight;  and  yet  Christ's  words 
mean  all  this  and  more.  How  dare  we  ignore 
them? 

And  what  did  the  disciples  do  about  the  matter? 
Why,"  they  went  forth  and  preached  every  zvhere,  the 
Lord  working  with  them,  and  confirming  the  word 
with  signs  following"  (Mark  16:  20).  Do  we  be- 
lieve in  obeying  all  the  commands  of  the  Lord? 
This  is  plainly  one  of  them. 

When  the  Apostle  Paul  looked  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  world  in  his  day  and  considered  it  in 
the  light  of  the  mission  which  the  Lord  had  placed 
upon  him,  he  felt  very  much  like  the  Lifu  teacher 
when  he  said  to  his  dusky  hearers,  "  Wherever 
there  are  people,  missionaries  must  go."  How 
like  to  this  was  the  thought  expressed  by  the  dis- 
tinguished apostle  to  the  Gentiles  in  his  letter  to 
the  Romans!  "I  am,"  said  he,  "debtor  (in  duty 
bound  to  preach  Christ)  both  to  the  Greeks  (the 
civilized),  and  to  the  Barbarians  (the  heathen); 
both  to  the  wise,  and  to  the  unwise"  (Rom.  1:  14). 
Thus  Paul  laid  himself  under  obligations  to  all 
people.  Are  our  obligations  less?  Do  we  feel 
that  our  duty  reaches  to  all?  What  are  we  doing? 
A  little,  are  we?  How  can  we  feel  guiltless  with- 
out doing  much? 

Bro.  D.  L.  Forney,  our  young  Arkansas  mission- 
ary, in  a  private  letter  to  me,  makes  some  very  ex- 
cellent suggestions  concerning  work  for  the  Cir- 
cle. He  says,  "  I  am  anxious  to  see  the  work  of  the 
Circle  extended."  With  the  letter  came  the  fer- 
vent and  well-written  article  which  appears  on  this 
page.  I  pray  that  he  may  continue  to  enjoy  the 
abundant  inspiration  for  which  he  pleads,  which  I 
believe  he  has,  and  which  I  believe  he  needs.  We 
who  are  at  home,  as  well  as  those  in  foreign  lands, 
whether  missionaries,  evangelists,  local  preachers 
or  laymen,  need  much  more  zeal,  wisdom  and 
grace  than  most  of  us  possess;  and,  as  Bro.  Forney 
intimates,  we  should  make  good  use  of  everything 
that  will  serve  as  a  means  to  this  end.  May  the 
Lord  richly  bless  the  labors  of  Bro.  Forney  in  Ar- 
kansas! James  M.  Neff. 


OUR  READING  CIRCLE. 


BY  D.  L.  FORNEY. 


Bro.  Neff  has  asked  the  question,  Where  is  our 
Reading  Circle?  Perhaps  even  those  especially 
interested  do  not  know  exactly  its  status.  In 
fact,  it  cannot  be  known.  It  is,  however,  not  all 
head,  without  body,  for  there  are  more  than  five 
hundred  hearts  and  minds  engaged  in  the  work, 
pursuing  the  course. 

Having  just  recently  completed  the  entire  course 
of  reading,  I  sincerely  feel  like  commending  it  to 
others.  To  say  that  it  has  been  a  source  of  en- 
joyment and  inspiration,  expresses  but  part  of 
what  has  been  realized.  In  reading  about  the  lives 
of  some  of  those  noble  missionaries,  of  the  sac- 
rifices they  made,  the  hardships  they  endured,  I 
have  been  convinced  that  many  of  us  have  not  yet 
learned  the  first  lesson  of  sacrifice. 

To  think  of  Judson  spending  thirty-seven  of  the 
best  years  of.hisjlife^in  the  midst  oi  India's  heath- 


en millions,  is  something  at  which  our  pleasure 
loving  natures  instinctively  revolt.  His  imprison- 
ment in  a  filthy  prison  house,  under  a  roof  on 
which  fell  the  scorching  rays  of  a  tropical  sun,  and 
later,  in  a  lion  cage,  would  have  caused  many  a 
sensitive  nature  like  his,  when  released,  to  quit  the 
field.  But  no;  after  suffering  privations  and  tor- 
ture for  twenty-one  months,  he  is  released,  and 
companion  by  his  side,  they  plunge  into  the  work 
with  the  courage  of  a  Paul.  His  anxiety  for  be- 
nighted souls  is  so  intense  he  cannot  quit.  On  and 
on  he  goes  till,  worn  and  weary,  death's  summons 
comes,  and  the  "  Apostle  of  Burmah  "  finds  a  tomb 
beneath  the  heaving  billows  of  the  sea.  Though 
he  is  gone,  the  inspiration  of  his  life  is  still  at 
work. 

Our  own  beloved  missionaries,  now  in  India's 
darksome  land,  may  never  need  now  to  suffer  as 
did  Judson,  but  would  that  more  were  filled  with 
the  same  spirit  as  he! 

Do  we  feel  weak?  Then  let  us  go  to  the  same 
kind  Father  that  Judson  did,  and  receive  aid!  It 
is  not  by  great  physical  power  or  might,  but  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  that  the  great  work  of  soul- 
saving  is  accomplished. 

Let  those  who  feel  their  littleness,  their  weak- 
ness, read  "  Miracles  of  Missions,"  especially  chap- 
ter seven,  or  "  The  Land  of  Queen  Esther,"  and 
see  what  the  Lord  did  for  Fidelia  Fiske.  Our 
weakness  may  be  his  strength,  our  littleness,  his 
greatness. 

Read  also  the  closing  chapters  of  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  and,  if  possible,  catch  the  spirit  of 
one  of  the  greatest  missionaries  this  world  has 
ever  known.  Paul's  spirit  would  not  let  him  rest. 
He  was  ready  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  those  at 
Rome,  even  if  he  must  go  in  chains.  He  went,  he 
preached,  he  died,  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 
We  all  need  more  help,  more  courage,  and  the 
lives  of  these  noble  servants  of  Christ  give  an  in- 
spiration to  labor  and  sacrifice  for  the  cause  we 
have  espoused. 

Young  brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  not  neglect 
the  opportunity  of  securing  some  of  the  help,  we' 
need,  such  as  the  Reading  Circle  affords!  He  who 
does  not  want  in  his  heart  more  of  the  mission 
spirit,  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  should  not  attempt  the 
course  of  reading  outlined  in  the  Messenger. 
Paul  says  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
he  is  none  of  his.     Rom.  8:  9. 

Palestine,  Ark. 


OUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORK. 

BY  KATE  H.  GILLAND. 

If  we,  as  church  members,  show  to  the  world  by 
our  actions  that  our  religious  work  is  of  less  im- 
portance to  us  than  our  everyday  business  affairs, 
how  can  we  ever  make  others  believe  that  we 
think  religion  the  one  thing  needful? 

If  we  say  we  wish  that  our  children  could  at- 
tend a  Sunday  school  conducted  by  our  Brethren, 
and  then,  when  we  have  such  a  school,  but  seldom 
give  it  our  presence,  or  even  send  the  children,  do 
we  show  that  we  are  acting  what  we  profess?  Par- 
ents are  often  to  blame  for  the  children  not  at- 
tending the  Sunday  school.  The  wisest  man  that 
ever  lived  said  to  every  parent,  "  Train  up  a  child  in 
the  way  he  should  go:  and  when  he  is  old,  he  will 
not  depart  from  it."  Prov.  22:  6.  If  all  the  Breth- 
ren would  be  interested  in  the  Sunday  school  as 
they  should,  it  would  be  the  means  of  interesting 
the  people  in  general. 

One  thing  has  grieved  me  often,  in  our  Sunday 
schools:  When  we  are  short  of  teachers,  and  our 
faithful  Superintendent  has  asked  some  brother  or 
sister  to  assist  in  teaching,  they  will  refuse.  Is 
this  right?  If  we  want  the  school  to  prosper,  we 
should  not  let  our  hands  be  slack  in  any  one  part 
of  holy  service,  and  we  should  try  to  grow  in  grace. 
If  we  try  to  do  what  we  can,  and  ask  God  to  help 
us,  he  has  promised  to  do  so,  and  I  believe  if  our 
hearts  are  in  the  work,  our  hand  will  be  ready  to 
work  too. 

Greencastle,  Pa. 
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111.    (Galen  B.  Royer.  Secretary.) 

HELP  YOUR  HOME  MINISTERS. 


Are  we  doing  unto  others  as  we  would  have  oth- 
ers do  unto  us?  Place  yourselves  in  the  minister's 
place  and  see  if  you  would  like  to  spend  your  time 
through  the  week,  preparing,  or  trying  to  prepare 
to  preach,  and  must  preach,  whether  fully  prepared 
or  not,  and  then  receive  Hi  tie  or  no  help.  I  think 
you  would  begin  to  search  the  Scriptures  more  ful- 
ly and  would  find  in  I  Cor  9:  14,  "Even  so  hath 
the  Lord  ordained,  that  they  which  preach  the  Gos- 
pel should  live  of  the  Gospel."  To  live  of  the 
Gospel  certainly  means  to  get  some  help  from 
those  to  whom  the  Gospel  is  preached.  But  in- 
stead of  receiving  help,  many  a  home  minister  must 
spend  the  greater  part  of  his  time  (the  time  which 
ought  to  be  spent  for  the  church  in  various  ways)  to 
support  himself  and  family  and  lay  up  a  little  for  a 
rainy  day  or  when  be  becomes  old.  A  minister 
needs  to  live  and  have  a  little  ahead  as  well  as  any 
one  else 

Paul  says,  in  1  Cor.  9:  7,  "  Who  goeth  a  warfare 
any  time  at  his  own  charges?  Who  planteth  a 
vineyard  and  eateth  not  of  the  fruit  thereof?  or  who 
feedeth  a  flock  and  eateth  not  of  the  milk  of  the 
flock."  There  seems  to  be  plenty  of  milk,  but  a 
great  many  ministers  don't  get  much  of  it.  It 
looks  to  me  if  we  die  in  debt  to  our  ministers,  we 
die  in  debt  to  the  Lord.  If  our  preachers  would 
teach  the  people  their  duty  toward  the  minister, 
J  much  more  efficient  work  would  be  done.  There 
1  woNuld  not  be  so  much  half-way  preaching  done.  I 
heard  one  minister  tell  the  people  plainly,  what  the 
Bible  said  on  this  subject,  let  people  talk  as  they 
would.  O  for  more  "  whole  Gospel  preachers  and 
whole  Gospel  members." 

In  1  Cor.  9:  16,  Paul  says,  "  Woe  is  unto  me  if  I 
preach  not  the  Gospel."  Let  us  not  be  afraid  to 
speak  or  write  on  this  subject,  when  the  Lord  is 
on  our  side.  Why  is  it  that  so  few  want  to  under- 
stand this  part  of  the  Gospel?  "  It  was  so  ordained 
of  the  Lord  that  they  which  preach  the  Gospel 
should  live  of  the  Gospel."  In  1  Cor.  9:  11,  12,13, 
Paul  says,  "  If  we  have  sown  unto  you  spiritual 
things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if  we  should  reap  your 
carnal  things?  If  others  be  partakers  of  this  power 
over  you,  are  not  we  rather?  Nevertheless  we  have 
not  used  this  power,  but  suffer  all  things  lest  we 
should  hinder  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Do  ye  not 
know  that  they  which  minister  about  holy  things, 
live  of  the  things  of  the  temple?  Paul  did  not  stop 
preaching  because  he  did  not  receive  help  every 
time,  neither  should  any  preacher.  Paul  did  re- 
ceive help  and  needed  it;  had  he  been  obliged  to 
support  a  family  he  would  have  needed  it  all  the 
more.  Paul  said  in  2  Cor.  11:  8,  9,  "I  robbed  other 
churches,  taking  wages  of  them  to  do  you  service." 
And  when  he  was  present  with  them  and  in  want, 
he  charged  them  not  but  received  help  from  the 
brethren  of  Macedonia."  O  for  more  wide-awake 
Macedonians!  Many  a  minister  has  labored  faith- 
fully in  his  home  church  and  received  little  or  no 
help.  How  many  more  souls  might  be  saved,  had 
the  church  helped  their  home  minister.  Just  think 
of  a  great  many  of  our  able 'ministers  traveling 
from  place  to  place  preaching  and  doing  a  great 
deal  of  good.  Generally  their  traveling  expenses 
are  paid  and  they  are  also  paid  so  much  for  each 
day's  work.  Why  not  save  some  of  the  traveling 
expenses  and  give  the  proceeds  to  our  home  minis- 
ters? I  don't  blame  the  ministers  for  working  in 
the  Lord's  vineyard  where  they  can  receive  help; 
for  souls  are  as  precious  at  one  place  as  another  but, 
remember,  the  poor  home  minister  is  to  be  pitied. 


He  often  has  to  be  ashamed,  because  he  is  not  pre- 
pared as  he  should  be,  and  the  cause  of  Christ 
suffers  because  the  home  minister  cannot  afford  to 
spend  his  time  without  some  help.  In  I  Tim.  5;  18. 
we  read,  "  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  tread- 
eth  out  the  corn  and  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  re- 
ward." In  Luke  10;  7,  we  read,  "  For  the  laborer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire  (which  means  what  he  needs). 
Some  think  should  the  minister  receive  aid  he  will 
be  exalted,  but  is  he  not  more  likely  to  be  injured 
by  being  forever  muzzled? 

Many  more  of  our  earnest  ministers  would  give 
their  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  Lord's  work, 
were  they  properly  aided.  Let  us  help  pay  our 
minister's  debts  and  relieve  him  to  a  certain  extent, 
that  he  may  give  more  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  good  work.  If  we  do  our  duty,  we  will  not 
have  so  many  ministers  entangled  with  the  affairs 
of  this  life.  "  He  that  provideth  not  for  his  own, 
hath  denied  the  faith  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel." 
Do  not  elect  so  nyiny  ministers  but  help  what  you 
have  that  they  may  "  study  to  show  themselves  ap- 
proved unto  God  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth." 
Then  they  can  give  the  greater  part  of  their  time  to 
the  good  work  as  did  Paul.  Now  who  is  to  blame 
if  they  do  not?  We  find  in  Rom.  10:  14,  15,  "  How 
shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  and  how  shall 
they  preach  except  they  be  sent.  (It  does  not  say, 
send  themselves).  It  is  quite  an  easy  matter  to 
say  you  and  you  preach,  without  aiding  them.  Sup- 
pose the  church  would  choose  one  of  its  members 
for  a  life-time  to  take  care  of  the  meetinghouse, 
build  fires,  etc.,  and  never  pay  him  and  tell  him  he 
must  do  it.  His  task  would  be  easy,  compared  to 
the  minister's,  as  it  requires  no  time  to  learn  build- 
ing fires,  etc. 

It  often  puzzles  my  mind  and  seems  very  strange 
that  money  is  so  much  more  apt  to  spoil  a  preacher 
than  any  one  else.  Many  a  time  must  our  home 
ministers  hire  men  to  work  while  they  are  preparing 
to  preach,  and  pay  them  out  of  their  own  pocket. 
O!  for  thousands  of  ministers  who  need  not  worry 
where  their  bread  and  clothes  are  coming  from,  and 
for  millions  of  people  who  will  be  willing  to  help 
their  home  ministers! 

I  heard  of  a  man  who  .said  before  joining  our 
church  he  had  one  objection  to  it,  and  that  was  we 
did  not  help  our  home  ministers  as  we  ought,  but 
since  becoming  a  member  he  seems  very  well  satis- 
fied with  that  feature  of  the  church.  I  know  a 
brother  who  was  called  to  preach  the  funeral  of  one 
who  has  passed  away.  He  stopped  his  own  work, 
paid  his  own  railroad  fare  and  went  home  without 
receiving  one  cent.  Our  ministers  have  many  simi- 
lar experiences.  I  don't  want  to  discourage  our 
preachers  but  I  do  want  to  awaken  our  people  more 
fully  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  before  it  is  too  late.  I 
know  and  am  glad  that  many  of  our  people  believe 
as  I  do  on  this  subject.  Now  let  us  have  more 
preaching  along  this  line.  Our  aim  is  to  set  forth 
the  right  and  condemn  the  wrong. 

Spencer,  Ohio. 


CHRISTIAN  QIVINQ. 


"  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  .  .  .  teach- 
ing them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you."— Matt.  28:  10,  20. 

"  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may 
be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith,  saith  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  windows  of  heaven, 
and  pour  you  out  a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room 
enough  to  receive  it.  And  I  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for  your 
sakes,  and  he  shall  not  destroy  the  fruits  of  your  ground; 
neither  shall  your  vine  cast  her  fruit  before  the  lime  in  the 
field,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts." — Mai.  3:  to,  [I. 

"There  is  that  scattereth,  and  yet  increaseth;  and  there  is 
that  withholdeth  more  than  is  meet,  but  it  tendeth  to  poverty. 
The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat;  and  he  that  wateretb  shall 
be  watered  also  himself."— Prov.  II:  24,  25. 

"  Honor  the  Lord  with  thy  substance;  and  with  the  firstfruits 
of  all  thine  increase:  So  shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty, 
and  thy  presses  shall  burst  out  with  new  wine."— Prov.  3:  9, 

'•Trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good;  so  shalt  thou  dwell  in  the 
land,  and  verily  thou  shalt  be  fed."— Psa.  37:  3. 
"  Every  man  according  as  he.purposeth  in  his  heart,  so  let 


him  give;  not  grudgingly,  or  of  necessity:  for  God  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver.  And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  to- 
ward you;  that  ye,  always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all  things, 
may  abound  to  every  good  work."— 2  Cor.  9:  7,  8. 

"  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by 
him  in  store,  as  God  hath  prospered  him."— t  Cor.  16:  2. 

What  per  cent  of  that  wherewith  "  God  has  pros- 
pered us"  ought  we  to  return  to  Him?  Christ 
himself  answers  the  question:  One-tenth.  "These 
ought  ye  to  have  done."     Matt.  23:  23. 

"Will  a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me.  But  ye 
say,  Wherein  have  we  robbed  thee?  In  tithes  and  offerings. 
Ye  are  cursed  with  a  curse:  for  ye  have  robbed  me,  even  this 
whole  nation."— Mai.  3;  8,  o. 

The  question  occurs  to  me,  Do  we  really  believe 
that  God  is  faithful  concerning  his  promises?  Do 
we  really  believe  God?  Are  we  willing  to  take  him 
at  his  word? 

I  have  lying  before  me  a  comparative  table  of 
mission  receipts  of  1893-94.  According  to  it  the 
total  receipts  for  Home,  European  and  India  Mis- 
sion funds  were,  £9,748.  Perhaps  70,000  would  be 
a  very  conservative  estimate  of  the  membership  of 
the  church.  This  would  mean  fourteen  cents  per 
member  for  missions!  Can  it  be  possible?  Is  it 
not  enough  to  bring  us  into  sackcloth  and  ashes? 

Notice  what  God  would  get  were  we  returning  to 
him  the  tithes  which  belong  to  I  Mm. 

Statistics  show  that  the  earnings  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  are  equivalent  to  fifty-five  cents 
for  every  man,  woman  and  child.  In  order  that  we 
may  be  within  safe  limits  let  us  leave  out  the  chil- 
dren, and  suppose  that  every  man  and  woman  in  our 
church  earns  an  average  of  fifty-five  cents  a  day, 
and  let  us  count  three  hundred  working  days  for  a 
year.  Then  we  will  have  the  averaee  yearly  earn- 
ings of  every  brother  and  sister  as  S165.  S165  mul- 
tiplied by  70,000  gives  811,550,000.  One-tenth  of 
Si  1,550,000  is  1,155,000, — The  Lord's  part.  Let  us 
again  suppose  that  one-half  of  the  above  sum  be 
needed  for  local  church  expenses,  which  would 
make  8577,500,  or  S855  for  every  congregation. 
This  would  enable  every  congregation  to  sustain  at 
least  one  local  home  missionary,  besides  keeping 
up  the  regular  church  expenses,  making  in  all  675 
local  home  missionaries. 

The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
would  have  8577,500  per  annum,  with  which  to  ful- 
fill the  last  command  of  Christ,  "  Go  ye  therefore 
and  teach  all  nations." 

Ins'ead  of  the  above  figures  what  are  we  doing? 
Can  we  consistently  pray,  "Thy  Kingdom  come, 
Thy  will  be  done  "?  Have  we  a  right  to  claim  the 
promises  of  God?  Is  not  this  a  deplorable  condi- 
tion? Will  not  each  one,  who  may  chance  to  read 
this,  ask  himself  the  question,  "  Are  these  things 
as  they  are  because  of  me  or  in  spite  of  me? 

"And  if  thou  draw  out  thy  soul  to  the  hungry,  and  satisfy 
the  afflicted  soul;  then  shall  thy  light  rise  in  obscurity,  and  thy 
darkness  be  as  the  noonday:  And  the  Lord  shall  guide  tbee 
continually,  and  satisfy  thy  souf  in  drought,  and  make  fat  thy 
bones:  and  thou  shalt  be  like  a  watered  garden,  and  like  a 
spring  of  water,  whose  waters  fail  not." — isa.  58:  10,  II. 

1.  The  Possibility  .—One  local  home  missionary 
for  each  church,  8675. 

2.  The  Actuality.— Perhaps,  on  the  average  one 
for  each  District,  S52. 

1.  The  Possibility.— Vox  General  Mission  Work, 
8577,500. 

2.  The  Actuality.—  89,748.39. 

1.  Possibility  for  local  work,  100  per  cent. 

2.  Actuality  for  local  work,  7  per  cent. 

3.  Possibility  for  general  missionary  work,  100 
per  cent. 

5.  Actuality  for  general  missionary  work,  1.5 
per  cent. 

"  Yet  ye  have  robbed  me  in  tithes  and  offerings." 
Mai.  3:  8. 

Shall  we  not  claim  alt  His  promises  and  obey  all 
His  commands? 

McPhcrson.  Kans. 


No  one  can  keep  his  faith  in  God  who  loses  a 
generous  faith  in  humanity;  for  humanity,  despite 
its  imperfections  and  its  grievous  falls,  came  from 
God,  is  the  expression  of  the  divine  love. 
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Sister  Carrie  Anderson  should  be  addressed 
thus;  70  Foreningsgatan,  Ma'mo,  Sweden,  Europe. 


Bro.  H.  J. 
Beahm  is  in 
Hooversville, 


Koontz  writes  that   Bro.   I.  N.  H. 
the  midst  of  a  glorious  meeting  at 


An  extra  amount  of  correspondence  makes  it 
necessary  tor  us  to  omit  the  Home  and  Family 
Department  this  week. 


Rro.  S.  A.  Sanger  conducted  a  series  of  meet- 
ngs  at  the  Linville  Creek  church,  Virginia,  which 
esulted  in  eight  accessions. 


Bro.  D.  S.  Clapper,  whose  former  address  was 
Galva,  Kans.,  should  now  be  addressed  at  Everett, 
Pa.  He  has  moved  into  the  Snake  Spring  congre- 
gation. 

Respecting  the  condition  ot  Bro.  James  R.  Gish, 
there  seems  to  be  some  change  for  the  better.  He 
may  possibly  recover.  He  has  been  sick  nearly 
twelve  weeks. 

In  the  Silver  Creek  church  there  are  at  this  time 
nearly  four  hundred  and  fifty  members,  and  two 
hundred  and  eighty  of  these  live  in  the  town  of 
Mount  Morris.      

Bro.  Wm.  J.  Thomas  has  been  selected  to  repre- 
sent California  and  Arizona  on  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee. The  District  sends  no  queries  to  the  An- 
nual Conference. 


We  have  two  members,  so  w< 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Information  c 
ing  them  by  addressing  Bro.  C. 
Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


learn,  residing  in 
n  be  had  concern- 
Engler,    550  Third 


Bro.  S.  S.  Ulery  has  been  selected  to  represent 
the  Middle  District  of  Indiana  on  the  Standing 
Committee.  

Bro.  H.  M.  Schwai.m,  formerly  of  Mishawaka, 
Ind.,  may  now  be  addressed  at  Wakarusa,  Elkhart 
Co.,  same  State.    

Occasionally  persons,  who  move  to  other  locali- 
ties, send  us  for  publication,  letters  addressed  to 
their  former  friends  and  acquaintances.  Such  let- 
ters we  cannot  publish,  as  they  are  not  of  general 
interest.  

Sister  Ida  W.  Hoff  writes  very  hopefully  of  the 
mission  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  saying  that  the  Sun- 
day school  attendance  numbers  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  and  the  attendance  at  the  preaching 
services  much  more. 

Writing  concerning  the  kind  of  members  de- 
red  at  a  certain  point,  one  of  our  correspondents 
tys,  that  mote-pickers  are  not, wanted  By  the 
ay,  most  mote-pickers  have  a  beam  in  their  eye, 

and   are   thereby  incapacitated  for  service.     They 

dare  not  be  trusted. 


We  have  just  completed  a  new  edition  of  our 
Membership  Certificates,  substantially  bound  in  half 
leather.  The  great  utility  of  our  system  is  found 
n  the  fact  that  a  permanent  record  is  preserved  of 
every  certificate  issued.  Price,  per  book  of  fifty 
certificates,  fifty  cents. 


Five  recently  united  with  the  church  in  the  San- 
dy Creek  congregation,  Pa.,  by  baptism,  as  the  im- 
mediate result  of  a  short  series  of  meetings  con- 
ducted by  Jasper  Barnthouse.  The  meetings  were 
continued  by  some  of  the  home  ministers  with  good 
prospects  of  others  coming. 


The  Annual  Meeting  this  year  will  be  held  at 
Ottawa,  Kans..  commencing  on  Tuesday  morning, 
May  26.  But  the  Standing  Committee  will  meet 
and  organize  at  8  A.  M.,  Thursday,  May  21.  Oth- 
er committees  will  meet  about  the  same  time,  and 
not  a  few  will  go  to  the  place  of  meeting  early,  in 
order  to  enjoy  the  series  of  meetings,  commencing 
on  the  17th.  

Canon  Gore,  says  the*  Literary  Digest,  in  a  recent 
lecture  on  the  historical  character  of  the  Book  of 
Acts,  suggested  that  the  speech  of  Stephen  was  un- 
doubtedly a  shorthand  report  and  exhibited  the 
marks  of  hurry  which  such  a  report  must  naturally 
show.  He  explained  that  shorthand  was  a  well- 
known  art  in  New  Testament  tii 
hand  writers  formed  then,  as  no 
sion.  

Church  members,  who  cannot  live  at  peace  with 
each  other  should  not  only  repent  of  their  short- 
comings, but  it  will  be  found  for  their  good,  as  well 
as  for  the  good  of  the  church,  for  them  to  separate 
and  live  in  different  localities.  Occasionally  there 
are  some  reasonably  good  people  who  cannot  get 
along  with  each  other.  This  may  be  hard  to  un- 
derstand, but  it  is  true  nevertheless.  Their  only 
safety  is  to  live  apart. 


1  and  that  short- 
1  distinct  profes- 


Bro.  Geo.  S.  Arnold,  of  West  Virginia,  who  re- 
cently assisted  in  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Browns- 
ville church,  Md.,  reports  a  number  of  accessions. 
Eight  were  baptized,  five  restored,  and  a  few  appli- 
cants await  baptism. 

Bro.  Jesse  Y.  Heckler  thinks  that  when  an  of- 
fice editor  gets  to  be  a  half  century  old  he  should 
have  a  cane.  So  in  honor  of  that  event,  April  8,  he 
sends  us  a  neat  diamond  willow  staff,  cut  from  the 
willows  of  Nebraska.  As  a  circumstance  of  this 
kind  happens  to  a  man  only  once  during  a  lifetime, 
we  may  be  excused,  on  this  particular  occasion,  for 
giving  the  matter  this  passing  notice. 


Bro.  M.  P,  Lichty  reports  an  interesting  series 
of  meetings  in  the  South  Waterloo  church,  Iowa,  by 
the  home  ministers.  Seven  accessions  are  reported 
and  the  meetings  still  in  progress. 


cop- 


We  are  pleased  to  have    our  readers 
es    of   the  papers  containing  articles  against  our 
tust  not  be  expected  to  reply  to 
lications.     We   give   attention    to 
ir  judgment,  should  be  noticed. 


practice,  but  \ 


those  whii 


Writing  from  Goshen,  Ind.,  April  5,  Bro.  A.  S. 
Neff,  says:  "  We  are  conducting  a  Sunday  school 
here  with  an  average  attendance  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-six  during  the  last  quarter.  Bro.  Peter 
Stuckman  commenced  a  meeting  in  the  hall,  March 
26.  The  interest  is  good.  This  evening  about  two 
hundred  had  to  be  turned  away  for  the  want  of 
room.     Seven  have  applied  for  membership." 


Bro.  Geo.  Bucher,  who  formerly  lived  at  Klein- 
feltersville— a  long  name  for  a  little  post-office— has 
moved  to  a  point  forty  miles  south,  and  may  now 
be  addressed  at  Mechanics  Grove,  Lancaster  Co., 
Pa.,  in  a  section  of  country  where  there  are  no 
Brethren  ministers  for  miles.  He  also  says  that  he 
has  on  hand  a  few  reports  of  the  Ministerial  Meet- 
ing of  Eastern  Pennsylvania  that  he  will  send  by 
mail  for  one  cent  a  copy. 


The  Ladies  Hotne  Journal ',  for  April,  contains  this 
excellent  caution  respecting  a  prevailing  irreverent 
use  of  the  Bible:  "There  is  a  sin  prevalent  in  our 
households  of  which  we  take  little  note,  which,  in 
fact,  we  encourage  either  by  an  indifference  to  it, 
or  by  an  active  participation  in  its  folly  and  wicked- 
ness: the  use  of  the  Word  of  God  for  the  purpose 
of  making  riddles,  conundrums,  puzzling  questions, 
anagrams,  etc.,  etc.,  out  of  it.  If  we  really  believe 
in  the  Divine  origin  of  the  Bible,  can  it  be  right  to 
give  it  to  children  that  they  may  construe  its  words 
into  odd  connections,  and  make  sport  and  laughter 
and  mental  legerdemain  from  its  pages?  Is  it  like- 
ly they  will  reverence  on  other  occasions  what  has 
previously  been  food  for  their  amusement?  It  is 
not,  and  we  need  not  be  astonished  if  the  boys  and 
girls  who  have  been  permitted  to  turn  the  leaves  of 
their  Bibles  for  pastime  and  entertainment,  turn 
them  in  after  years  to  find  pretext  for  their  infideli- 
ty."   

One  of  our  readers  asks  for  the  best  method  of 
organizing  a  Sunday  school  after  the  Superinten- 
dent has  been  appointed.  There  are  several  ways, 
but  the  following  will  be  found  quite  free  of  com- 
plications. When  the  school,  on  the  first  day,  is 
opened  by  singing  and  prayer,  the  Superintendent 
will  take  direct  charge,  stating  the  purpose  of  the 
school.  He  will  then  ask  for  nominations  for  Sec- 
retary, then  Treasurer,  and  last  Chorister.  Let  the  ' 
school,  by  ballot,  acclamation,  standing  vote,  or 
otherwise  say  who  is  wanted  to  fill  the  positions 
named.  If  a  librarian  is  needed  one  may  be  select- 
ed after  the  same  manner.  The  Superintendent 
should  then  separate  his  school  into  classes.  To 
do  this  to  the  best  advantage  will  require  a  good 
deal  of  wisdom  and  care.  He  may  then  go  to  the 
Bible  or  older  people's  class,  and  ask  them  to 
name  the  teacher  desired.  If  more  than  one  teach- 
er is  nominated,  the  choice  may  have  to  be  settled 
by  the  vote  of  the  class.  When  the  selection  is 
made  the  Superintendent  will  place  the  teachers  in 
charge,  and  proceed  in  like  manner  with  the  next 
class,  and  so  on  until  the  infant  class  is  reached. 
For  this  he  should  appoint  a  teacher,  and  yet  he 
may  find  it  well  to  consult  the  little  people  as  to 
whether  they  have  a  choice.  Concerning  all  this 
work  the  Superintendent  should  do  a  great  deal  of 
very  careful  thinking  before  the  opening  of  the 
school.  Care  must  be  taken  to  treat  all  the  class- 
es, as  well  as  the  entire  school  fairly.  Besides,  the 
Superintendent  should  at  all  times  manifest  a  will- 
ingness to  receive  suggestions  from  any  of  the  of- 
ficers of  the  school,  or  even  others  of  experience 
and  judgment.  While  this  method  is  simple 
and  easily  executed,  still  there  may  be  others  just 
as  good,  but  everything  should  be  done  carefully, 
intelligently,  and  for  the  good  of  the  cause. 


Our  quarterly  council,  held  in  the  chapel,  last 
Saturday,  occupied  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 
Some  important  steps  were  taken  with  a  view  of 
discouraging  pride  and  developing  a  greater  degree 
of  spirituality.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  improve 
our  singing,  and  develop  the  musical  talent  ot  the 
church.  Several  papers  were  sent  to  the  District 
Meeting.  We  are  to  be  represented  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  by  D.  E.  Price  and  J.  C.  Lahman.  L.  A. 
Plate  and  Wm.  Felker  are  our  delegates  to  the 
District  Meeting. 


THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  PRINCIPLES. 

Jesus  never  intended  that  the  Christian  religion 
should  be  local  in  its  character.  Its  principles  are 
general,  and  when  rightly  and  wisely  applied  will 
suit  the  wants  of  every  nation  on  the  globe,  and 
will  apply  to  the  conditions  in  every  clime,  and  in 
every  age.  In  addition  to  the  true  faith,  and  the 
mode  of  worship,  clearly  set  forth  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament, the  design  was  to  foster  everything  good 
and  useful,  and  discourage  and  oppose  everything 
evil. 
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It  was  contemplated  that  the  propagators  of  this 
.•  -on  should  be  men  broad-minded  enough  to 
[  Hy  master  this  particular  phase  of  the  system, 
the  beginning  of  their  work  the  apostles  them- 
Ives  were  not  able  to  comprehend  this  fact.  Ev- 
en after  nearly  four  years  of  special  training  under 
the  personal  directions  of  the  Master  they  could 
not  get  rid  of  some  of  their  local  and  narrow  no- 
tions. A  miracle  was  required  to  get  Peter  to  un- 
derstand that  the  Gospel  door  should  be  opened  to 
the  Gentiles  as  well  as  the  Jews,  and  for  a  time 
some  of  the  devout  called  into  question  his  work 
at  the  house  of  Cornelius.  The  questions  before 
the  great  council  at  Jerusalem  show  the  lack  of 
spiritual  breadth  among  some  of  the  teachers  who 
went  from  Judea  to  Antioch. 

Paul  took  in  the  situation  readily,  and  in  course 
of  time  all  the  Christian  workers  seem  to  have  fall- 
en in  line,  and  it  was  not  long  until  New  Tes- 
tament churches  were  established  in  nearly  every 
land.  Two  things  led  to  the  broadening  of  the 
minds  of  the  early  Christians  on  this  subject.  One 
was  persecution  and  the  other  mingling  freely  with 
the  people  of  different  nations. 

During  their  sojourn  in  America  our  people  have 
not  been  sufficiently  persecuted  to  give  them  the 
feeling  for  the  salvation  of  others  that  they  should 
possess,  and  for  that  reason  many  of  us  are  far  too 
local  in  our  conceptions  of  the  real  needs  of  the 
world.  Then  we  have  not  mingled  sufficiently  with 
other  nations  to  understand  that  in  preaching  the 
Gospel  in  other  lands  it  is  the  principles  of  the  New 
Testament  religion  that  we  must  emphasize  and  in- 
sist upon  rather  than  local  expediencies.  We  must 
all  learn  to  be  sufficiently  broad-minded  along  this 
line  to  grasp  the  situation  and  then  wisely  adjust 
our  plans,  requirements  and  labors  to  suit  the  con- 
ditions of  those  for  whose  good  we  are  laboring. 

A  missionary  who  has  not  given  the  subject  sober 
>nd  intelligent  thought  is  ill  fitted  for  missionary 
Cwfe.  And  it  is  also  to  be  feared  that  a  church 
not  properly  developed  in  this  way  of  thinking 
will  fail  to  accomplish  through  her  missionaries 
creditable  results.  It  is  one  of  the  subjects  deserv- 
ing more  than  a  passing  notice  among  our  people. 
He,  who  has  sufficiently  mastered  the  teachings  of 
the  New  Testament,  to  be  able  to  clearly  set  forth 
and  defend  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion 
from  a  thus-saith-the-Lord  standpoint,  and  then 
urges  the  respecting  of  expediencies  solely  upon 
the  ground  of  propriety  and  wisdom,  as  a  means  to 
an  end,  will  never  be  spiritually  disturbed  by  a  few 
diversities  that  may  be  found  in  different  localities. 
This  attainment  will  not  only  prove  helpful  to  the 
missionary,  but  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  church 
supporting  the  missionaries,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  ^^^__  >■  "•  * 

THE  NEED  OF  MORE  ORDINATIONS. 
Just  prior  to  all  of  our  District  Meetings  the  eld- 
ers meet  and  consult  concerning  important  work 
entrusted  to  them.  Among  other  things  they  take 
into  consideration  the  advisability  of  ordaining  to 
the  eldership  such  ministers  as  are  proposed. 
They  can  merely  give  their  voice  for  or  against 
such  proposals,  for  no  one  can  be  ordained  to  the 
eldership  without  the  consent  of  the  church  in 
which  he  holds  his  membership. 

A  request  for  an  ordination  may  originate  with 
any  one,  but  it  is  rather  expected  to  originate  with 
the  officials  of  the  church  where  the  ordination  is 
desired  and  needed.  Still,  any  elder  in  the  District 
may  propose  the  ordination  of  one  who  has  reached 
that  stage  of  usefulness  requiring  him  to  exercise 
much  in  the  full  ministry.  When  an  ordination  is 
agreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  elders  present, 
two  elders  are  appointed  to  lay  the  matter  before 
the  church  where  the  ordination  is  to  take  place, 
and  if  no  lawful  objections  are  offered,  the  ordina- 
tion'may  be  performed. 


A  number  of  men  should  be  ordained  to  the  el- 
dership this  spring.  There  are  scores  of  churches 
without  resident  elders,  and  if  it  be  possible  to  find 
suitable  material  each  congregation  should  have 
its  own  resident  shepherd.  Of  course  we  should 
have  men  properly  qualified  for  looking  after  the 
interest  of  the  flock  over  which  they  are  to  preside. 
At  isolated  points  and  in  small  congregations  we 
should  not  expect  to  find  men  as  fully  capacitated 
for  this  work  as  we  often  find  in  the  larger  and 
well-trained  churches.  Faithful  and  loyal  men, 
though  possessing  only  ordinary  talent,  who 
are  able  to  teach  and  lead  those  around  them 
in  the  ways  of  righteousness,  where  other  things 
are  favorable,  can  usually  be  trusted  with  the 
care  of  a  flock,  and  as  a  rule  will  be  of  more 
advantage  to  the  cause  in  their  community  than  a 
non-resident  elder  of  even  fine  ability.  Elders 
who  have  the  oversight  of  a  number  of  churches 
should  see  that  they  are  properly  officered  just  as 
fast  as  possible.  A  non-resident  elder  is  a  most 
unfortunate  necessity  for  any  congregation. 

Then  there  are  many  churches  where  the  elders 
are  too  old  and  feeble  for  active  services.  They 
are  past  their  day  of  usefulness,  and  wisdom  would 
dictate  to  them  that  they  propose  the  ordination  of 
younger  and  stronger  men  to  take  their  places  in 
the  care  of  the  flocks.  This  ought  to  be  done  some 
years  before  the  older  ones  retire,  so  as  to  give  the 
younger  elders  some  training.  There  are  churches 
in  the  Brotherhood  that  are  suffering  just  because 
the  aged  and. feeble  elders  in  charge  will  not  make 
a  move  in  this  direction.  This  state  of  affairs 
should  not  be  permitted  to  exist  in  any  congrega- 
tion where  there  are  men  capable  of  being  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Lord's  work. 

Sometimes  an  older  minister,  in  the  second  de- 
gree, who,  too,  has  passed  the  age  of  usefulness,  is 
allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  ordaining  a  younger 
and  much  better  qualified  man.  Our  people  must 
learn  not  to  permit  such  obstructions  to  interfere 
with  the  Lord's  work.  To  take  charge  of  his  flock 
the  Master  wants  the  very  best  man  in  the  church. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  honor,  but  one  of  capacity 
and  work.  We  do  not  want  to  ordain  men  to  the 
eldership  just  for  the  honor  it  may  confer  upon 
them,  but  for  the  good  they  may  do  the  cause. 
This  is  not  only  good,  common  sense  but  it  is 
Scriptural.  For  Jesus  has  well  said,  "  He  that  is 
greatest  among  you  shall  be  your  servant."  And 
while  preference  should  be  given  to  age  in  office, 
where  other  things  are  equal,  still  ability  must  nev- 
er   be    sacrificed    for    the  mere   matter  of  a  few 
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MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  PEOPLE. — BURNING 
THE  DEAD. 

We  have  in  mind  to  say  something,  in  this  and 
in  several  succeeding  letters,  of  the  manners  and 
customs,  and  the  home  life  of  the  people  of  India; 
giving  not  only  such  incidents  as  came  under  our 
own  observation,  but  gleaning,  as  well,  from  all 
available  sources  of  information.  By  coming  in- 
to personal  contact  with  the  people,  going  Into 
their  homes,  learning  from  the  different  mission- 
aries we  met,  and  from  the  books  we  read,  we 
have,  during  our  nearly  three  months'  stay  in 
India,  secured  some  reliable  information  which  we 
give  to  the  readers  of  the  Messenger. 

It  must  always  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that 
India  is  a  large  country  with  a  score  of  languages, 
and  as  many  different  peoples,  and  that  what 
is  true  of  one  part  of  the  country,  may  not  be 
true  of  another.  If  a  traveler  from  Europe  should 
visit  our  country,  landing  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  visit  several  of  the  Southern  States, 
where  the  colored  population  equals  or  exceeds 
the  white,  and  trusting  to  appearances,  should 
write  that  there  are  as  many  negroes  in  the  United 
States  as  there  are  white  people,  he  would  make 
a  very  natural,  but,  at  the  same  time,  a  very  great 
mistake.  So,  in  writing  about  any  country,  one 
may  easily  fall  into  the  very  common  error  of 
generalizing  from  a  few  facts.  It  shall  be  our  aim 
to  avoid  this,  as  much  as  possible.  It  may  be 
safely  stated  that  while  Hinduism  is  almost  uni- 
versally found  in  India,  many  of  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  people  are  local  in  their  character. 


THE  HINDU  METHOD  OF  DISPOSING  OF  THE  DE 

With  the  exception  of  small  children  unde 


two 


years. 

Ordinations  should  not  be  deferred  until  a  min- 
ister has  passed  his  best  days.  We  need  our  strong- 
est and  most  active  men  in  the  eldership,  and 
the  more  we  have  of  this  class  the  better.  As  soon 
as  a  faithful  and  willing  minister  has  demonstrated 
his  ability  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  a  creditable 
manner  he  should  be  advanced  to  the  second  de- 
gree. There  is  no  good  reason  for  keeping  a  faith- 
ful and  skillful  preacher  in  the  first  degree  from 
five  to  ten  years,  as  is  done  in  some  cases.  Then, 
when  a  minister  in  the  second  degree  clearly  dem- 
onstrates his  fitness  for  the  eldership,  and  he  is 
needed  in  that  office,  let  him  be  ordained,  so  that 
the  church  can  get  the  good  of  his  service  while  he 
s  in  the  prime  of  life.  Jesus  did  not  wait  until  his 
apostles  were  old  before  ordaining  them.  He  or- 
dained every  one  of  them  before  they  were  in  the 
ministry  three  years. 

And  now,  while  we  do  not  want  to  make  undue 
haste  in  this  matter,  and  should  not  lay  hands  sud- 
denly on  any  man,  it  certainly  must  be  apparent  to 
all  of  our  thinking  elders  that  we  need  a  great  deal 
more  intelligent  and  well-directed  activity  along 
this  line  than  has  of  late  years  characterized  om 
movements. 


or  three  years  old,  and  of  the  so-called  holy  men 
who  are  buried  at  death,  the  Hindus  burn  the  bod- 
ies of  their  dead.  Small  children  are  buried,  ex- 
cept among  those  who  live  near  the  sacred  River 
Ganges,  into  which  the  bodies  are  thrown  as  soon 
1S  possible  after  life  is  extinct.  The  funeral  rites 
ind  ceremonies  attending  the  burning  of  a  dead 
body  are  very  expensive,  ranging  in  cost  from  ten 
to  fifteen  dollars  for  the  very  poorest,  to  many 
thousands  for  the  wealthy.  Much  of  the  money 
is  spent  in  feasting  relatives,  paying  priests,  and 
giving  gifts  to  religious  beggars  and  vagabond 
holy  men.  It  is  authoritatively  stated  that  some 
of  the  wealthy  Rajahs  of  Bengal,  of  high  princely 
family,  have  expended  as  much  as  a  quarter  mil- 
lion dollars  at  a  single  funeral.  Many  Hindus  in- 
cur debts  in  this  way,  that  burden  them  as  long 
as  they  live,  and  are  left  as  burdens  upon  their 
children;  for  in  India  a  man's  debts,  as  well  as 
his  property,  if  he  has  either,  are  inherited  by  his 
heirs,  and  they  are  bound  to  pay  them. 

When  a  Hindu  becomes  dangerously  ill  his  rela- 
tives at  once  make  arrangements  for  the  disposal 
of  his  body.  If  he  live  within  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  of  the  Ganges,  or  other  sacred  stream,  he  is 
immediately  placed  upon  a  litter  and  carried  by 
his  eldest  son  and  nearest  relatives  to  the  banks 
of  the  river,  so  that  he  may  look  upon  its  holy 
water  and  have  its  protection  when  he  dies.  Such 
a  proceeding,  it  would  seem  to  us,  would  have  a 
tendency  to  hasten  death,  but  the  Hindu  thinks, 
this  is  the  only  proper  thing  to  do. 

As  soon  as  death  intervenes,  the  body  is  pre- 
pared for  the  burning.  The  eldest  son,  or  his 
nearest  representative,  carefully  shaves  the  body 
and  bathes  it  with  water  from  the  sacred  stream, 
and  places  upon  it  bits  of  sandal  wood  and  flowers. 
It  is  then  wrapped  in  a  white  cloth  and  laid  upon 
the  litter.  A  small  ball  made  of  rice  flour  is  also 
laid  with  it  as  an  offering  to  the  deity  of  the  so.l, 
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At  the  same  time  the  dead  man's  nai 
out  by  his  son,  while  others  of  the  relatives  walk 
about  the  bier  weeping  and  uttering  loud  lamen- 
tations. The  litter  is  then  taken  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  four  men,  the  eldest  son  being  one  of  the 
number,  and  the  body  is  borne  rapidly  to  the 
burning  ground,  which,  if  possible,  must  be  near 
a  river.  The  next  act  in  the  drama  is  the  burn- 
ing of  the  body.  Among  the  wealthy  the  funeral 
pile  is  made  of  sandal  wood  and  of  the  sacred 
tulsi  shrub  to  which  reference  was  made  in  our 
last  letter.  Others  use  the  wood  of  the  sacred 
pipal  or  bo  tree.  The  ground  selected  for  the 
pyre  must  be  purified  by  sprinkling  holy  water 
upon  it.  Five  balls  of  rice  Hour  are  placed  upon 
the  body  which  is  made  to  face  the  north,  and  its 
orifices  filled  with  ghee— clarified  butter.  The  eld- 
est son  applies  the  torch  to  the  wood,  saying: 
"May  the  guardian  deity  Pushan,  convey  thee 
hence  on  thy  distant  road;  may  he  deliver  thee  to 
the  Kathersl"* 

During  our  stay  at  the  mission  home  at  Bulsar, 
we  were  awakened  very  early  one  morning  by  a 
chorus  of  voices  crying  out,  "  Ram-ram,  Ram-ram." 
Bro.  Stover  said  it  was  a  Hindu  funeral,  and 
going  out  upon  the  veranda  we  saw  some  twenty 
persons  following  the  bearers  of  the  dead.  Two 
bamboo  poles  tied  together  with  ropes  formed  the 
litter,  and  on  this  the  body,  wrapped  in  white 
cloth,  was  borne.  The  bearers,  as  they  hurried 
along  cried  out,  "Ram- Ram"  with  the  falling  in- 
flection on  the  last  syllable;  but  Sir  Edwin  Ar- 
nold is  authority  for  the  statement  that  the 
bearers  cry  out,  "Ram-Ram  such  hai!"  (*'.  e.) 
"Rama  is  the  true  god!" — while  those  who  fol- 
low, carrying  the  fire  and  clarified  butter,  used  in 
the  cremation,  answer:  "Jo  kaha  bhas  such  hai!" 
literally  "  What  you  say  is  true,  brothers!  "  f 

Hastily  getting  ready  we  followed  after  the  pro- 
cession, but  as  they  went  along  at  a  half  run,  they 
were  soon  out  of  sight;  but  we  could  hear  the 
bearers  calling  out  the  name  of  their  god,  re- 
peating the  words  "Ram- Ram"  over  again  and 
again.  It  was  an  example  of  the  vain  repeti- 
tion of  the  heathen  to  which  our  Savior  referred, 
when  he  taught  his  disciples  how  to  pray.  The 
river  was  a  mile  away,  and  when  we  reached  the 
stream  those  who  had  charge  of  the  ceremonies 
were  preparing  for  the  burning.  The  wood  was 
thrown  from  the  ox  cart  on  which  it  had  been 
brought  to  the  place.  Bro.  Stover  asked  if  our 
being  there  was  objectionable,  and  was  assured 
that  we  were  quite  welcome  to  stay  and  witness 
the  ceremony;  and  we  at  once  became  interested 
spectators.  Nearly  all  present  took  some  part  in 
carrying  the  wood  and  building  up  the  funeral 
pyre.  The  dry  wood  used  was  cut  into  pieces 
about  five  feet  in  length.  Two  heavy  pieces  were 
laid  parallel  on  the  ground,  and  upon  these  trans- 
versely the  pile  was  built  some  three  feet  high. 
The  body  was  then  dipped  into  the  water  and 
carefully  laid  upon  the  funeral  pyre,  upon  which 
a  little  water  had  been  sprinkled.  Several  pieces 
of  wood  were  laid  upon  the  body,  some  clarified 
butter  poured  upon  the  head  and  breast,  and  five 
balls  made  of  rice  were  laid  by  its  side  as  an  of- 
fering. The  torch  was  now  applied  and  slowly 
the  wood  ignited  and  began  to  burn. 

Up  to  this  time  nothing  in  the  manner  of  the 
natives  present  indicated  any  feeling  of  sadness. 
A  short  distance  from  the  burning  wood  sat  a  lit- 
tle group  watching  the  proceedings  with  apparent 
interest;  but  surely  not  with  more  interest  than 
was  manifested  by  the  missionary  and  the  traveler. 
While  we  looked  the  fire  blazed  up  and  envel- 
oped the  body,  and  then  from  the  dusky  group 
sitting   near  by,   broke    forth   a  long,  low  wail   of 


pent  up  grief  and  sorrow,  and  floated  out  upon 
the  cool  morning  air,  over  the  bosom  of  the  placid 
stream.  Up  to  this  moment  we  had  been  inter- 
ested spectators,  but  the  cry  of  grief  from  the 
crushed  and  sorrow-stricken  hearts  found  and 
touched  a  responsive  chord  of  sympathy.  We 
were  no  longer  mere  spectators,  but  our  deepest 
sympathies  went  out  to  these  heart-sore  dusky 
children  of  India,  and  they  were,  for  the  time, 
our  brethren;  for  had  we  not  also^  learned  the 
lesson  of  grief  at  the  tomb  of  loved  ones?  So  we 
found,  not  for  the  first  time,  but  found,  here  in 
far-away  India,  that  a  touch  of  sorrow  makes  the 
whole  world  akin. 

We  left  the  burning  pile,  and  the  body  rapidly 
turning  to  ashes  and  dust,  and  the  group  ol  gen- 
tle, brown-skinned  mourners  by  the  side  of  I  he 
quiet  river,  but  the  scene,  one  of  the  acts  in  the 
drama  of  real  life,  we  shall  not  easily  forget.  It 
occurred  two  months  ago,-  but  as  we  write,  it  all 
comes  back  as  vividly  as  it  appeared  on  that  bright 
December  morning  on  the  banks  of  the  river  at 
Bulsar. 

After  the  body  and  wood  have  been  consumed, — 
about  five  hours  is  usually  required,— the  ashes 
and  bits  of  broken  bones  that  have  not  been  cal- 
cined are  all  carefully  gathered  up  and  thrown  in- 
to the  river.  And  so  century  after  century  have 
the  rivers  of  India  borne  the  ashes  of  her  number- 
less millions  of  dead  down  to  the  sea.  What  a 
coming  forth  there  will  be  here,  when  the  rivers 
and  the  sea  shall  give  up  their  dead! 

Years  ago  it  was  a  custom  often  observed  for  a 
faithful  Hindu  wife  to  give  proof  of  devotion  to 
and  her  love  for  her  dead  husband  by  allowing  her 
living  body  to  be  burned  with  his  corpse.  But  this 
terrible  practice  of  self  immolation  was  happily 
prohibited  in  British  India  in  1829  by  statute. 
Since  then  it  has  been  unknown  save  in  a  few  iso- 
lated cases.  According  to  the  best  authorities  it 
never  was  compulsory,  unless  the  unhappy  lot 
of  the  Hindu  widow  made  her  choose  this  as 
the  least  of  two  evils.  The  teaching  and  faith 
of  the  Hindus  was  that  the  widow  who  thus 
sacrificed  herself  with  her  dead  husband  would 
cleanse  him  from  all  sin  and  make  a  saint  of  him, 
and  that  she  would  dwell  in  happy  union  with  him 
in  the  other  world  as  many  hundred  thousand 
years  as  there  were  hairs  on  his  body.  Part  of  this 
belief  is  embodied  in  an  old  verse.  The  translation 
is  from  Arnold: 
"When   the   Hindu  wife,  embracing  tenderly  her  husband 

ts  the  funeral  pyre  beside  him,  as  it  were  a  bridal  bed; 
Though  his  sins  were  twenty  thousand^twenty  thousand  times 


r  told, 


ul  to  Swarza,*  for  that  love  so  strong 


*  "  Brahmanism  and  Hinduism,"  page  290. 
t  Sir  E.  Arnold,  "  India  Revisited,"" page  15 


to  them  and  bear  the  name  of  Christian,  and  yet 
violate  God's  first  law  of  marriage?  The  divorce 
courts  are  kept  busy,  that  Christian  (?)  men  and 
women  may  break  the  bond  that  unites  them,  and 
for  the  gratification  of  sinful  lust,  marry  again  and 
again.  The  poor,  ignorant,  yet  true,  Hindu  wife 
heathen  as  she  is,  knows  no  divorce  but  death.  If 
the  Master  were  here,  would  he  not  say  to  those 
who  thus  trample  the  laws  of  God  under  their  feet 
"  But  I  say  unto  you,  It  shall  be  more  tolerable 
for  the  Hindu  widow  at  the  day  of  judgment,  than 
for  you?"  D.  l.  m. 


— ~ i  CORRESPONDENCE  *->•- 

"  Write  what  thou  seest,  and  send  it  unto  the  churches." 


With  a  faith  of  this  kind  firmly  held  by  the  \ 
v,  with  her  heart  broken  by  the  loss  of  her  hus- 
band, with  the  terrible  life  of  widowhood  before 
her,  which  means  more  in  India  than  anywhe 
else,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  she  oftentinn 
chose  the  terrible  ordeal  of  being  burned  alive  rath- 
er than  to  live  the  life  of  seclusiveness  and  priva- 
tion that  would  inevitably  fall  to  her  lot. 

This  devotion  all  seems  very  strange  to  us,  but 
we  have  asked  ourselves  the  question  many,  many 
times,  What  of  the  future  of  these  poor,  ignor- 
ant people?  In  their  blind  faith,  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  God,  or  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
who  died  to  save  them  from  all  sin  and  to  give 
them  eternal  life,  many  of  these  Hindu  women 
were,  and  are,  still  willing  to  die  a  terrible  death 
of  agony  to  save  their  husbands  and  to  enjoy,  as 
they  believed,  unnumbered  happy  years  with  them. 
Will  it  not  be  more  tolerable  for  these  in  the  day 
of  judgment,  than  for  those  men  and  women  in 
our  Christian  land,  who  have  the  Gospel  preached 
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From  Clarence,  Iowa. 


Our  quarterly  council  was  held  at  the  Pleasant 
View  church  March  21.  The  church  was  well 
represented.  Our  Sunday  school  was  reorganized 
ith  a  full  set  of  officers.  We  decided  to  use 
ie  Brethren's  literature.  We  are  much  pleased 
ith  the  "  Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book," 
and  would  recommend  it  to  others.  Our  spring 
love  feast  will  be  May  30  and  31,  five  and  one-half 
miles  northeast  of  Tipton,  Iowa.  We  hope  breth- 
ren from  the  East  will  arrange  to  stop  with  us  on 
their  return  from  Annual  Meeting  at  that  time,  and 
others,  that  can  at  all  make  it  suit,  to  stop  later  on. 
This  church  decided  to  represent  by  delegate  at 
ual  Meeting.  Our  little  band  is  still  being  in- 
creased by  immigration, — some  from  Pennsylvania, 
others  from  Kansas.  May  the  Lord  bless  their 
coming  for  their  and  our  good!  The  interest  of 
the  church  is  good,  and  the  outlook  for  Sunday 
school  work,  promising.  John  Zuck. 

March  22.  _   , 

Missionary  Work. 

In  God's  Holy  Word  we  find  that  Christ  says, 
"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel 
to  every  creature."  How  are  we  going  to  do  this? 
By  staying  at  home  or  doing  as  Christ  says,  "Go 
ye."     I  say,  "  Do  as  Christ  says." 

I  was  once  indifferent  to  missionary  work  while  I 
was  living  in  a  church  where  I  could  go  to  meeting 
every  Sunday,  if  I  wished.  I  did  not  realize  the 
need  of  missionary  work  then,  but  now  I  feel  as 
though  we  all  ought  to  be,  for  I  have  not  heard  the 
Brethren  preach  for  three  years.  If  that  will  not 
make  a  missionary  out  of  a  man,  what  will?  I  love 
the  church  as  well  as  anybody.  My  soul  longs  to 
be  fed  on  the  Bread  of  Life  and  there  are  many 
others  here  who  need  to  be  fed.  Brethren,  don't  be 
afraid  to  give,  for  fear  it  will  not  go  to  the  mission- 
ary cause,  but  give  and  God  will  bless  you  and 
give  the  increase.  There  is  government  land  here 
subject  to  homestead  entry.  Any  one  wishing  to 
locate  here  may  write  to  me  for  particulars. 

B.  B.  Spangler. 

Lyle,   Washington. 


»  Hindu  pla 
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Good  News. 


Feb.  7,  I  accidentally  stopped  off  at  Fort  Scott, 
Kans.,  and  found  that  church  engaged  in  an  interest- 
ing series  of  prayer  meetings  in  a  private  dwelling. 
As  they  desired  to  have  preaching,  we  went  to 
work  and  our  congregations  and  interest  increased 
till  we  had  to  move  to  a  hall  with  a  seating  capaci- 
ty of  two  hundred  and  fifty.  Here  we  continued 
until  March  5,  with  the  house  filled  and  others  look- 
ing in.  Brethren  J.  H.  Neher  and  J.  Holler  were 
present  part  of  the  time,  to  assist  in  the  good  work. 

The  work  resulted  in  eighteen  baptized,  and  two 
received  by  letter.  One  is  to  be  reclaimed  and 
there  are  eighteen  applicants  for  baptism.  Several 
more  are  near  the  fold.  Let  us  rejoice  in  the  Lord 
and  give  him  all  honor.     The  church  met  in  special 
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ouncil  March  17,  dropped  all  troubles,  and  started 
out  anew  with  Bro.  J.  H.  Neher  as  their  elder.  The 
church  holds  weekly  prayer  meetings,  has  Si 
school  each  Sunday  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  i 
west  part  of  the  city,  and  another,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  the 
east  part  of  the  city,  with  an  attendance  of  three 
hundred  and  five  the  first  Sunday  I  was  there,  three 
hundred  and  eleven  the  second  Sunday,  and  three 
hundred  and  forty-seven  the  third.  The  school  is 
taught  by  twenty-three  teachers. 

The  church  has  purchased  a  large  stone  church 
building,  and  will  use  it  for  church  purposes. 
They  will  meet  in  quarterly  council  March  16,  to 
call  to  work  two  or  more  officers.  When  I  went 
there  they  only  numbered  twenty-three;  but  more 
earnest  workers  can  be  found  nowhere,  as  from  the 
youngest  to  the  oldest  each  one  is  ready  to  lead  in 
prayer,  or  arise  and  speak  in  social  meetings,  also 
to  meet  and  talk  with  sinners  to  try  to  turn  them 
from  their  wicked  way.  The  Mission  Board  of 
their  District  should  help  them  to  get  a  minister 
located  there  to  spend  his  whole  time  in  city  mis- 
sion work,  as  they  have  a  city  of  about  12,000,  with 
prospects  of  building  up  one  of  the  largest  church- 
es in  the  West. 

The  writer,  in  company  with  some  of  the  breth- 
ren, visited  several  families  of  outsiders,  and  found 
some  reading  their  Bibles  to  see  if  we  are  right. 
Others  were  ready  to  have  us  pray  with  them,  and 
others  are  longing  for  the  true  way.  May  God 
speed  the  day  when  a  missionary  may  be  located 
there.  In  one  family  a  man  and  wife,  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  came  out  the  same  night. 

Albert  f.  Smith. 

Adrian,  Mo.      ^__^_^___ 
From  Central  Nebraska. 

For  some  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
with  the  isolated  members  and  friends  of  this  great 
mission  field.  Few  persons  know  the  true  situation 
of  this  partially  worked  great  mission  field.  It  is 
included  in  the  last  year's  drought-stricken  dis- 
Jtrioi.  Many  of  you  may  wonder  what  good  your 
sacrifices  have  done.  A  harvest  of  souls  is  await- 
ing you.  Many  people  are  turning  to  the  Lord.  I 
never  heard  of  such  an  awakening,  and  seeking 
after  God,  as  now.  It  is  common  to  hear,  or  re- 
ceive a  letter,  Come  and  give  us  a  few  meetings. 
There  are  some  here  that  want  to  be  baptized. 

When  I  say  we  ought  to  have  a  hundred  men  at 
work  in  Nebraska  this  year,  you  might  think  we 
are  excited.  But  that  number  could  not  thorough- 
ly work  the  field  in  one  year. 

The  Brethren  are  losing  much  for  the  want  of 
laborers.  Already  many  have  been  taken  into  oth- 
er churches,  who  wanted  to  come  into  the  Breth- 
ren church,  or  could  have  been  brought  in,  by 
proper  influence. 

Our  brethren  on  the  frontier  are  mostly  faithful 
and  self-sacrificing,  and  are  willing  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  assist  in  the  work. 

The  report  of  the  crops  in  Nebraska  last  year,  in 
many  places,  was  very  much  over-estimated.  The 
crop  was  light  in  most  places,  and  the  price  ex- 
ceedingly low.  While  most  of  our  people  are  out 
of  want,  they  are  in  straitened  circumstances. 
We  are  learning  useful  lessons  of  economy.  In  my 
four  weeks'  travel,  lately,  some  of  the  Brethren  and 
friends  accompanied  me  all  the  way,  and  helped 
much  to  make  the  meetings  interesting.  Many 
times  I  heard  it  remarked,  "  As  soon  as  I  can  raise 
the  money  I  will  send  for  the  Gospel  Messenger 
again."  Others  would  say,  "Tell  the  Mission 
Board  as  soon  as  we  raise  a  good  crop  we  will  do  all 
we  can  for  the  Mission  work." 
At  present  we  have  a  deep  snow,  and  our  people 
•  are  hopeful  for  the  future.  Many  of  those  that 
went  away  have  come  back,  saying,  "  We  cannot 
find  anything  better  than  Nebraska.  If  we  only 
have  rain  we  are  satisfied."  S.  M.  Forney. 

Kearney,  Nebr. 

From  Townsend,  Nebraska. 


has  just  closed  a  series  of  meetings  here.  During 
the  first  week  Bro.  Sollenberger's  health  failed, 
when  the  meetings  were  continued  by  Bro.  C.  B. 
Smith  for  about  a  week.  Then  Bro.  Sollenberger 
returned  and  again  took  up  the  work.  During  the 
entire  work  brethren  Smith  and  J.  W.  Netzley  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance.  Much  good  seed  was 
sown,  and  the  saints  were  revived  and  encouraged. 
One  in  the  meridian  of  life,  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  others,  by  their  own  admission  are  near 
the  kingdom,  and,  we  think,  without  doubt,  will  be 
gathered  in  in  the  near  future. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  brethren  Smith  and 
Sollenberger  opened  a  mission  point  at  this  place, 
in  the  face  of  much  prejudice.  A  series  of  doctrin- 
al sermons  was  preached,  clearly  setting  forth  the 
doctrines  of  the  church.  The  prejudice  was  re- 
moved and  a  goodly  number  gathered  in  at  that  time. 
Since  then  quite  a  number  have  been  added  from 
time  to  time,  until  now  the  Brethren  occupy  van- 
tage ground.  A  mission  Sunday  school  is  ably 
conducted  by  Bro.  Uri  Netzley,  within  the  bound: 
of    this    mission.    The    Brethren's    Quarterlies    an 


sed. 
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Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Lancaster  City,  Pa.,  church,  March 
2,  which  opened  up  with  good  attendance  and  the 
interest  continues.  On  Sunday  night  the  house 
was  completely  packed  and  many  turned  away  for 
want  of  room. 

There  had  been,  during  the  week,  an  opportunity 
given  to  any  one  who  might  desire  to  have  some" 
Bible  question  explained,  to  write  it  out  briefly, 
sign  same,  and  it  would  be  answered  either  private- 
ly or  publicly.  Of  course  it  was  understood  that 
the  name  would  not  be  announced.  This  offer  was 
quite  liberally  responded  to,  and  many  questions 
of  different  kinds  were  handed  in.  A  few  were  an- 
swered during  the  week,  but  on  Sunday  evening 
we  convened  at  six  o'clock,  especially  for  the  an- 
swering of  questions,  which  was  interspersed  by 
singing.  This  was  continued  until  7:  15,  when  Bro. 
Beahm  delivered  a  sermon  on  another  section  of 
the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  which  subject  he  had 
been  treating  each  evening,  having  introduced  the 
series  on  Tuesday  evening. 

The  following  questions  will  serve  as  a  sample  of 
the  many  which  had  been  handed  in  and  some  yet 
unanswered:  "  What  is  meant  by  'be  ye  angry  and 
sin  not?'"  Eph.  4:  26.  "  Why  do  our  sisters  pray 
and  teach,  when  the  Bible  says,  Let  your  women 
keep  silence  in  the  churches?"  1  Cor.  14:  34. 
Does  the  Bible  teach  infant  baptism  or  give  any 
example?"  "If  women  are  to  wear  the  prayer 
veiling  or  covering,  as  per  1  Cor.  11:  5,  is  it  suffi- 
cient to  observe  or  recognize  it  only  on  Communion 
occasions?  " 

In  the  answering  of  this  last  question,  it  was  em- 
phatically stated,  that  the  Bible  statement  of  this 
observance  says,  "when  they  pray  or  prophesy," 
which  cannot  mean  anything  else  than  that  it  be 
observed  and  recognized,  not  only  on  Communion 
occasions,  but  also  wh«n  prayer  is  offered  at  the 
family  altar  and  daily  meals,  attending  services  in 
the  sanctuary,  teaching  or  laboring  in  the  Sunday 
school,  Bible  class  or  prayer-meetings  as  well. 
Baptism  will  be  administered  on  Sunday. 

T.  F.  Imler. 
March  II.  .   


From  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 


This  is  a  mission  point  within  the  bounds  of  th> 
N°rth  Beatrice  church.     Bro.  A.  D.  Sollenberger  |  lot  fell 


The  Master's  work  is  still  progressing  at  this 
place  although  we  have  not  proceeded  with  the 
series'  of  meetings  since  March  8.  We  had  to 
close  them  because  there  was  no  ministerial  help 
here  Bro.  Albert  Smith  returned  March  14;  also 
our  elder,  Bro.  John  Neher,  and  his  companion. 
We  had  meetings  on  that  evening,  also  Sunday, 
March  15,  and  next  day  our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil The  church  had,  at  a  previous  special  coun- 
cil' decided  to  elect  a  minister  and  deacon  The 
our  worthy  young  brother  Alden  Crum- 


packer  for  minister.  As  the  vote  was  so  very 
close  for  deacon,  it  was  decided  to  retain  two, — 
brethren  C.  S.  Garber  and  A.  J.  Sellers.  A  very 
large  amount  of  business  was  transacted,  the  ses- 
sion lasting  six  hours,  but  all  was  done  in  great 
harmony.  We  have  arranged  with  Bro.  Albert 
Smith,  who  has  labored  so  faithfully  with  us,  to 
move  here.  The  church  has  contracted  to  buy 
the  Christian  church  building  on  the  east  side  of 
town,  which  we  are  now  occupying.  It  is  situated 
on  Margrave  Street,  between  Second  and  Third 
Streets.  We  now  have  regular  appointments  as 
follows:  Sunday,  11  A.  M.,  preaching;  3  P.  M.,  Sun- 
day school;  7  P.  M.,  Young  People's  prayer  meet- 
ing; 8  P.  M.,  preaching.  Thursday  evening  we  have' 
teachers'  meeting  at  7:  30.  The  same  evening  we 
have  prayer  meeting  at  8  o'clock.  Sunday,  at  9:  30 
A.  M.,  Sunday  school  on  the  west  side  of  the  city 
at  the  Swede  church,  and  Tuesday  evening  prayer 
meeting  at  the  same  place.  Thus  we  have  eight 
regular  meetings  and  Sunday  schools  for  each 
week,  giving  all,  both  old  and  young,  all  the 
they  want.  We  cordially  invite  all  members, 
ing  through  here,  to  stop  and  be  with  us  wh 
convenient.  There  have  been  six  baptized 
last  report,  which  makes  twenty-five  in  les 
two  months,  with  quite  a  number  of  applicants  yet, 
but  we  cannot  tell  how  many  of  them  will  be  bap- 
tized, as  there  is  opposition  to  overcome  of  par- 
ents and  husbands. 

In  the  Messenger  of  March  14,  in  the  editorial 
columns  you  say,  "There  were  thirty-nine  appli- 
cants for  membership  here,  and  all  baptized  but 
ten."  It  should  have  read,  "twenty-nine  appli- 
cants," as  you  will  see  in  my  report  in  the  Messen- 
ger of  March  21.  There  have  been  five  members 
received  here  by  letter  since  Feb.  21,  three  of  whom 
are  brother  and  sister  Tisdale  and  their  son, 
formerly  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
manently  located  here.  Our  chun 
ter  Tisdale  out  among  the  churche 
to  help  us  pay  for  the  church  he 
all  told,  fifty-three  members  now. 
— brother  and  sister  Smith, — to  yet  move  here,  two 
to  be  reclaimed,  and  the  applicants  to  be  baptized, 
our  number  will  be  seventy.  All,  except  a  very 
few,  are  poor  financially,  and  those  few  are  only  in 
very  moderate  circumstances.  When  Bro.  Smith 
gets  here,  we  will  then  have  in  the  city  two  minis- 
ters in  the  first  degree,  and  four  deacons.  The 
writer  was  appointed  correspondent  for  the  Mes- 
senger. A.  B.  Fisher. 
Cor.  8th  St.,  and  Broadway,  March  26. 

Southern  California  News. 

At  the  dawn  of  1890  the  churches  at  Covina  and 
Conejo  were  the  only  organizations  of  the  Brethren 
in  Southern  California.  In  1891  the  Lordsburg 
church  came  into  existence;  then  the  Tropico 
church,  next  the  Egan  church  in  Riverside  County. 

March  24  the  Inglewood  church  was  duly  or- 
ganized, at  Inglewood,  near  Los  Angeles,  with 
twenty-eight  members  within  her  bounds,  three 
of  whom  are  ministers.  Eld.  Wm.  J.  Thomas,  who 
resides  here,  has  charge. 

Last  September  the  writer  located  here,  being 
the  first  member  in  this  village.  In  December 
brethren  Wm.  J.  Thomas,  Percy  Thomas,  Isaac 
Thomas  and  their  families  arrived.  These  were 
followed  by  J.  F.  Thomas,  C.  A.  Ives  and  their 
families,  and  Bro.  A.  Forbes.  Sister  Trdly  Roush 
also  came  with  Bro.  Isaac  Thomas.  James  F. 
Thomas  was  chosen  deacon,  Mary  Thomas,  Clerk, 
and  Elson  Thomas,  Treasurer. 

Eld  A.  Hutchison  will  begin  a  series  of  meet- 
ings here  the  evening  of  March  27.  At  this  writ- 
ing Eld.  Joseph  Trostle,  of  Ida,  Iowa,  is  here,  and 
Eld.  L.  S.  Snyder,  of  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa,  is  ex- 
pected in  a  few  days. 

This  church  will  likely  find  open  doors  to 
preach  at  Santa  Monica  and  Redonda,  two  seaport 
tow 


,  who  have  per- 
:h  will  send  sis- 
s  to  solicit  funds 
re.  We  number, 
With  two   more, 


colony   of 
eight   miles 
Lord  will. 


and  there  is  some  indication  of  i 
embers  being  planted  at  Gardena, 
south   of  this   place.     All  this  if  the 
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March  25  the  Ministerial  Meeting  for  California 
and  Arizona  was  held  at  Covina,  and  the  topics 
assigned  were  freely  discussed  in  a  spirit  of  broth- 
erly love.  The  next  day  the  District  Meeting  was 
held  at  Glendora.  Both  of  these  services  were  at- 
tended by  many  members. 

Eld.  Wm.  J.  Thomas  has  been  chosen  to  repre 
sent  California  and  Arizona  on  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee at  the  Annual  Meeting.  He  also  served 
faithfully  as  Moderator  of  the  District  Meeting, 
and  will  go  to  Annual  Meeting,  God  willing,  with 
our  prayers  that  he  may  serve  the  Lord  in  all  the 
work  with  grace  and  humble  boldness. 

Eld.  John  Metzger  attended  the  District  Meet- 
ing and  at  the  close  spoke  a  few  words  full  of  com- 
fort. Many  wept,  for  it  is  apparent  that  our  be- 
loved brother  will  soon  be  gathered  unto  the  fa- 
thers. 

Nearly  all  the  time  was  given  to  missionary 
work.  No  queries  go  to  Annual  Meeting,  but  the 
District  renews  its  request  for  Annual  Meeting. 
Like  the  importunate  widow,  the  Brethren  out  here 
may  win.     It  is  well  to  cultivate  perseverance. 

M.  M.  ESHELMAN. 

Inglcwood,  Cal. 


Reduced  Rates  I 


The  Illinois  Central  Railway  has  kindly  granted 
a  round-trip  rate  of  one  and  one-third  fare  to  the 
District  Meeting  at  Waddam's  Grove,  near  Lena, 
April  29.  Tickets  will  be  on  sale  at  Dixon,  Polo, 
Haldane,  Forreston  and  Freeport,  commencing 
Monday,  April  27,  good  to  return  until  April  30. 
It  is  hoped  that  many  of  the  members  will  avail 
themselves  of  these  favorable  rates  to  attend  not 
only  the  District  Meeting,  but  also  the  love  feast 
at  the  same  place,  the  day  before.       L.  A.  Plate. 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 


As  the  time  is  approaching  for  our  delegate  to 
attend  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  K.ins.,  we 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  all  the  churches  that 
have  not  yet  sent  in  their  quota  (ten  cents  per 
member),  that  they  do  not  delay,  as  the  delegate 
will  likely  not  be  enabled  to  go  unless  the  amount 
for  expenses  is  paid  in  advance. 

Furthermore,  please  notice  that  the  whole  amount 
levied  will  be  needed,  as  we  are  still  indebted  for 
purchase  of  Annual  Meeting  and  District  Meeting 
Minutes.  If  any  failed  to  get  District  Meeting 
Minutes,  I  have  a  few  on  hand  yet  that  I  can  sup- 
ply, if  they  will  let  me  know.  We  tried  to  supply 
every  family  with  a  copy. 

A.  J.  Wine,  Clerk  and  District  Treasurer. 

Nocona,  Tex. 

From  Sidney,  Ohio. 

By  the  earnest  request  of  the  Mission  Board  of 
Southern  Ohio  we  are  now  located  in  Sidney, 
Ohio,  to  take  charge  of  the  mission  started  in  this 
place.  Two  families  have  come  from  Anderson  to 
this  place,— six  members  in  all.  We  have  a  good 
house  of  worship,  centrally  located,  at  No.  532 
Ohio  Avenue.  We  have  preaching  twice  each 
Lord's  Day,  morning  and  evening,  with  a  good  in- 
terest. Bro.  Samuel  Emswiler  takes  charge  of  the 
song  service.  We  expect  to  begin  Sunday  school 
the  first  Sunday  of  April.  We  look  forward  hope- 
fully for  success,  by  the  help  of  God  and  the 
prayers  of  the  church.  There  are  now  nine  mem- 
bers that  we  know  of  living  in  this  city.  The  oth- 
er members  of  this  church  live  in  the  country. 

Sidney  is  a  good  town,  with  a  population  of 
7,000,  and  quite  a  number  of  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, and  others  coming,  so  that  it  furnishes 
work  for  quite  a  number  of  people. 

We  expect  to  give  all  our  time  to  the  building 
up  of  this  mission  for  the  time  being,  or  at  least 
for  one  year.  Address  us  at  729  South  Street,  Sid- 
ney, Ohio.  H.  C.  LONGANECKER. 

March  26. 


LESSON  LIOMT  FLASHES. 

{Concluded frontpage  220.) 

How  is  it  with  us?  Some  of  his  children,  are 
we,  safe  in  the  fold?  Others  of  his  sons  and  daugh- 
ters,— our  brothers  and  sisters, — have  gone  away 
from  home,— are  away  from  the  fold.  The  Father 
wants  them  in, — do  we?  The  Father  is  waiting 
for  their  return.  Are  we?  When  they  do  come 
there  is  joy  in  heaven, — the  angels  rejoice.  Do 
we? 

We  do  a  great  deal  of  talking  about  this  prodigal 
boy,  and  say  all  kinds  of  bad  things  about  him,  even 
say  he  must  have  been  insane.  Well,  suppose  he 
was?  All  the  more  we  should  pity  him  and  labor 
to  get  him  to  his  senses  and  back  to  his  home. 

But  what  about  the  other  fellow?  If  he  is  to 
represent  some  of  us, — how  much?  And  what  is 
our  attitude  towards  our  lost  and  prodigal  brother? 

The  lesson  intended  from  this  parable  is  not  so 
much  for  the  prodigal  son,  who  has  lost  his  senses, 
as  it  is  to  us  and  how  we  are  to  deal  with  him  in 
his  lost  condition,  and  how  we  are  to  treat  him 
when  he  comes  to  himself  and  turns  his  face  home- 
ward. In  other  words,  all  the  points  Christ  was 
making  in  these  parables  were  at  the  Pharisees 
and  the  scribes,  and,  indirectly,  at  us.  Do  we  see 
the  points?  Are  we  grasping  "the  truths,  and  will 
we  act  out  the  lessons  intended?  Am  I  my  broth- 
er's keeper?  Yea,  verily.  And  without  law,  Gos- 
pel or  parable,  the  endearing  relation  should 
prompt  us  to  look  after  him,  and,  if  away,  strive 
to  bring  him  home.  h.  b.  b. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"A3  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 


Durand,  Wis.  -  Yesterday  we  organized  our  Sun- 
day school  with  E.  E.  Joyce,  Superintendent.  We 
also  have  prayer  meeting  every  Sunday  evening, 
and  a  singing  class  each  Saturday  evening.  We 
use  the  Brethren's  Hymnals.  Bro.  H.  C.  Baker  is 
our  singing  teacher. — E.  E.Joyce,  March  jo. 

Woodbury  Church,  Pa.— The  members  of  this 
church  met  in  council  March  28.  We  elected 
brethren  J.  K.  Brown  and  J.  B.  Miller  delegates  to 
District  Meeting.  Since  our  last  report  one  pre- 
cious soul  that  had  wandered  away  from  the  fold 
was  reclaimed.—/.  C.  Stayer,  March  ?o. 

Oakwood,  Ohio.— The  Brethren  of  the  Auglaize 
Chapel,  at  Dupont,  Ohio,  met  in  council  March 
28.  Bad  roads  prevented  many  from  attending 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. Bro.  Simon  Long  was  elected  our  Sunday 
school  Superintendent,  and  the  writer  a  delegate 
to  District  Meeting.— Harry  Fuller,  March  31. 

Waddam's  Grove,  111.— All  those  coming  t» 
District  Meeting  of  Northern  Illinois  by  rail,  who 
can  not  reach  the  Tuesday  morning  Illinois  Cen- 
tral train  in  time  to  come,  should  come  to  Wad- 
dam's Grove  Station  on  the  Monday  evening  train. 
All  those  coming  on  that  train  will  be  met  by  no- 
tifying me  in  time,  at  Waddam's  Grove  Station. 
— A.  IT.  Lutz,  April  6. 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.— The  Cerro  Gordo  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  April  2.  We  received  four  by 
letter  and  dismissed  eight  by  letter.  Bro  R.  E. 
Burger  is  our  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  We 
decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  May  19,  beginning  at 
two  o'clock,  and  earnestly  solicit  Brethren  from 
the  East  to  stop  with  us  on  their  way  to  Annual 
Meeting.  We  also  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  in  December.— Sallie  E.  Cart,  April  2. 

Whitesville  Church,  Mo.— The  members  of  this 
congregation  met  in  council  March  21.  We  had  a 
good  meeting.  Our  minister,  Bro.  Jesse  Sham- 
barger,  was  with  us.  Our  little  church  is  still 
moving  along.  A  dear  brother,  who  had  wan- 
dered away,  was  restored.  Two  of  our  members 
were  dismissed  by  letter.  Bro.  S.  C.  Taylor  was 
elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting:  We  much 
appreciate  the  Messenger,  and  its.  coming  on 
Saturday.— Mollie  L.  Taylor,  March  35. 


Bethel  Church,  Md.— Bro.  Samuel  Utz  was  with 
us  March  22  and  preached  two  soul-cheering  ser_ 
mons.  After  the  morning  services  we  went  to  the 
water  and  there  were  two  baptized. —  W.  E.  Forney 
Taneytown,  Md. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa. -On  last  Sun- 
day, March  22,  four  precious  souls  presented  them- 
elves  to  the  church  as  applicants  for  member- 
hip.  In  the  afternoon  they  were  received  by 
Christian  baptism. — Henry  Beelman,  Dillsburg,  Pa 
March  26. 

Wichita,    Eans.  —  Our    February    council    was 

quite   an   interesting    meeting.     All   business    was 

adjusted  in  the  best  of  spirits.     This  church   will 

represented    at   the    Annual   Conference.    We 

11   be    represented  at  our   District   Meeting   by 

■o.  Newcomer  Highberger.     We  regret  that   Bro. 
Snowberger  has  moved   to  St.  Louis.     He  was  an 
tential  minister  and   fluent  speaker. — David  H. 
Miller,  1000  North  Lawrence  Ave. 

Chapman  Creek  Church,  Eans. — This  church 
convened  in  quarterly  council  March  21.  Our 
elder,  A.  M.  Dickey,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  was 
with  us,  and  preached  two  very  able  discourses 
for  us  while  here.  Bro.  J.  S.  Baumbaugh  repre- 
sents us  at  District  Meeting  as  delegate.  Bro. 
Benjamin  Forney  is  our  delegate  to  Annual  Meet- 
ing. We  sent  no  papers  from  here  to  District 
Meeting.  Number  baptized  since  April,  1895,  to 
date,  fourteen.  We  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast 
June  13  and  14.— J.  S.  Baumbaugh,  Moonlight,  Kans., 
March  2Q. 

Verdigris  Church,  Eans. — We  met  in  quarterly 
council  March  7.  Four  letters  were  granted  and 
two  received.  The  church  sends  two  delegates  to 
District  Meeting  and  one  to  Annual  Meeting. 
Among  the  business  done  was  the  reorganizing  of 
our  Sunday  school  for  next  year.  We  use  the 
Brethren's  literature  in  our  evergreen  Sunday 
school.  This  church  is  left  with  but  two  ministers. 
Two  called  for  letters  and  moved  into  another 
church.  Our  home  ministers  held  one  week's  m.-et  . 
ings  at  our  schoolhouse.  One  came  out  and  gave 
her  heart  to  God.  Our  young  members  organized 
a  social  meeting  a  few  months  ago.  They  meet  ev- 
ery Sunday  evening.  We  believe  such  meetings 
are  for  the  upbuilding  of  all. — Henry  Showalter, 
Madison,  Kans. 

Lost  Creek  Church,  Mo. — In  Gospel  Messen- 
ger No.  11,  under  the  heading  of  "A  Close  Call," 
Bro.  T.  A.  Robinson  wrote  from  this  church,  but 
called  it  the  "  Layton  "  church.  The  sick  brother 
who  was  baptized  at  that  time  is  still  lingering  be- 
tween life  and  death.  One  month  later  Bro.  C. 
Holderman  came  to  us  and  preached  four  sermons. 
One  more  came  to  the  church  who  had  been  in 
poor  health,  and  confined  to  her  room  for  months, 
but  was  so  earnest  in  regard  to  her  soul's  salva- 
tion, that  she  was  assisted  into  a  buggy,  and  rode 
nearly  four  miles  through  snow  and  mud,  to  the 
clear  waters  of  Lost  Creek,  where  she  put  on 
Christ  in  the  holy  ordinance  of  baptism.  We  hope 
to  be  able  to  report  the  glad  news  of  others  com- 
ing to  Christ  in  the  near  future.—/.  L.  Haradcr, 
Racine,  Mo. 

Elkhart  Congregation,  Ind.— We  met  to-day  at 
the  West  Goshen  house  in  special  council.  Some 
deferred  matter  was  brought  up  and  peaceably 
adjusted.  A  Christian  spirit  manifested  itself  dur- 
ing the  entire  work.  One  good  feature  of  the 
work  was  the  securing  of  a  room  in  the  City  of 
Goshen,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  Sunday  school 
and  preaching  services.  Why  should  not  the  peo- 
ple around  Goshen  be  getting  better,  for  we  have 
been  permitted  to  attend  services  at  about  three 
different  points?  Bro.  Zollers,  of  South  Bend, 
has  labored  at  the  Pine  Creek  house,  Bro.  D.  Rig" 
gle  at  the  South  Union  house,  while  Bro.  Peter 
Stuckman  is  at  his  post,  holding  a  revival  in  our 
city,  at  the  present  time.  We  have  been  having 
Sunday  school  and  preaching  in  a  small  room 
prior  to  this,  but  the  difficulty  was  that  we  had  to 
quit  inviting  people  for  want  of  xaom.*—J°h»  "' 
Hoover,  Goshen,  Ind.,  March  28, 
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Salem  Church,  Ohio.— Our  Sabbath  school  for 
the  summer  will  begin  on  the  second  Sunday  of 
April,  with  brethren  Adam  Pfeifer  and  John  H. 
Rinehart  as  Superintendents.  In  a  former  report 
I  made  a  mistake  in  the  missionary  solicitors  and 
tract  solicitors.  Brother  and  sister  Miller  are 
our  missionary  solicitors,  and  brother  and  sister 
Younce  our  tract  solicitors.— /esse  K.  Brumbaugh, 
Union,  Ohio,  March  30. 

All  Explanation. — I  said  to  the  congregation  in 
Juniata  College  Chapel,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  that 
"Doctrinal  Outlines"  would  cost  ten  cents  per 
copy.  The  pamphlet  is  advertised  at  fifteen  cents 
per  copy.  This  additional  cost  is  due  to  addi- 
tional outlines  on  other  subjects,  which  are  well 
worth  the  extra  cost.  Yet,  if  as  many  as  five  cop- 
ies are  ordered  at  once,  it  will  still  make  them  on- 
ly ten  cents.  It  will  be  remembered  that  all  above 
cost  of  publishing  will  go  to  the  missionary  fund. — 
L.  IV.  Teeter. 

Primghar,  Iowa. — We  just  closed  a  very  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Bro.  O.  J. 
Beaver,  of  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa;  also  Bro.  Jes- 
se Rolston,  of  Sheldon,  Iowa.  They  commenced 
March  14,  and  closed  the  31st.  Bro.  Beaver 
preached,  in  all,  twenty  discourses,  and  one  funeral 
sermon.  Three  precious  souls  have  made  applica- 
tion for  baptism.  They  will  be  baptized  one  week 
from  next  Sunday,  April  12.  There  are  others 
counting  the  cost.  Bro.  Beaver  goes  from  here  to 
Sheldon,  where  he  expects  to  hold  meetings  a 
couple  weeks.  We  also  expect  him  back  here,  with 
Bro.  Jesse  Rolston,  one  week  from  next  Sunday, 
which  is  our  regular  preaching  day. — David  Moot- 
hart,  April  1. 

Burlington,  W.  Va.— Feb.  22  I  went  to  the 
Brownsville  church,  Md.,  to  assist  in  conducting  a 
series  of  meetings.  I  remained  till  March  8. 
During  these  meetings  the  interest  of  the  members 
and  friends  was  marked,  and  the  meetings  were  of 
:  most  pleasant  I  have  ever  attended,  and  condu- 
ch  good,  I  think.  An  important  factor  in 
;  of  the  meetings  was  our  visiting  among 
the  people,  directed  principally  by  the  zealous 
elder,  Bro.  Eli  Yourtee,  and  the  song  service  of 
fifteen  minutes  "every  evening.  Eight  accepted 
Christ  by  baptism,  and  five  were  restored.  There 
were  some  applicants  at  the  close  of  the  meetings, 
while  many  others  seemed  to  be  very  near  the 
kingdom. — Geo.  S.  Arnold. 

Ludlow  Church,  Ohio.— As  the  little  village, 
Laura,  had  been  disturbed  by  the  Adventists,  the 
Brethren  of  the  village  desired  that  their  neigh- 
bors should  become  more  fully  acquainted  with 
the  theory  and  practice  of  our  Brethren.  They  se- 
cured Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings,  and  held  the  services  in  a  union  house, 
as  we  have  no  house  at  that  point.  We  began 
March  17  and  closed  March  29,  having,  in  all, 
twenty-three  soul-cheering  sermons.  Three  more 
were  added  to  our  number  by  baptism,  making 
twenty-two  since  Thanksgiving  Day.  Truly,  breth- 
ren and  sisters,  we  should  rejoice  to  see  that  God 
is  wooing  the  children  of  men  by  his  Good  Spirit.— 
G.  W.  Minnich,  Potsdam,  Ohio,  March 30. 

Donnell's  Creek  Church,  Ohio— Last  Saturday 
was  our  quarterly  council.  Some  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  District  Meeting  were  looked  after. 
This  meeting  will  be  held  May  5.  Further  notice 
will  be  given  in  regard  to  railroad  arrangements  in 
due  time;  also  as  'to  the  place  of  stopping.  The 
arranging  of  the  Sunday  schools  was  looked  after. 
A  superintendent  was  elected  for  the  Donnell's 
Creek  house.  Bro.  B.  F.  Miller  and  C.  M.  Smith 
were  elected.  For  the  New  Carlisle  house  breth- 
ren Charles  Smith  and  C.  E.  Dresher  were  elected. 
Delegate  to  Annual  Meeting:  H.  Frantz;  District 
Meeting,  David  Leatherman  and  Jacob  Sandy. 
We  send  no  papers  for  District  Meeting,  and  con- 
sequently none  for  Annual  Meeting.  Let  us  carry 
out  the  decisions  we  already  have  more  fully,  and 
we  will  not  need  to  make  any  more.  I  am  at  pres- 
ent at  Jefferson,  Ohio,  trying  to  preach  the  Gos- 
Pel  of  Christ.— Henry  Frants,  Forgy,  Ohio,  March  30. 
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Ollie,  Iowa.— On  Saturday,  March  14,  was  held 
our  regular  quarterly  council.  All  business  passed 
off  pleasantly.  Three  were  added  to  the  church  by 
letter.  Eld.  John  Gable  was  elected  delegate  to 
Annual  Meeting.— Mary  Heilman,  March  24. 

Meadow  Branch,  Tenn.—  Bro.  G.  C.  Bowman,  of 
Washington  County,  Tenn.,  on  his  return  from  a 
preaching  tour  in  North  Carolina,  preached  thir- 
teen sermons  for  us  at  the  M.  adow  Branch  church. 
While  there  were  no  accessions,  I  feel  that  out 
spiritual  strength  has  been  renewed.—/.  R.  Salter- 
field,  March  25. 

Tropico  Church,  Cal.— March  15  Bro.  A.  Hutch 
ison  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  this  place.  He 
gave  us  eleven  good  old  Gospel  sermons,  which 
were  greatly  enjoyed  by  all.  The  attendance  and 
attention  were  very  good.  Although  we  can  re- 
port no  accessions  we  feel  that  the  good  seed  sown 
may  yet  bring  forth  fruit  for  the  Master's  use. — 
Clara  B.  Wolf,  March  28. 

English  Prairie,  Ind.— We  have  just  closed  one 
of  the  most  enjoyable  series  of  meetings,  which 
began  March  4,  held  by  Bro.  Hodgden,  from 
Huntington,  Ind.  He  preached,  in  all,  thirty-one 
soul-cheering  sermons.  Baptism  was  administered 
to  four.  Three  were  reclaimed  and,  we  believe, 
most  persuaded. — Minnie  Bias- 


ny  more 


,  Ind.,  March  26. 


Chiques  Church,  Pa.— On  Sunday,  Feb.  23,  nine 
dear  souls  were  added  unto  the  church  through 
baptism, — all  young  converts.  Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  March  9.  The  question  relative  to  di- 
viding this  church  into  two  districts  was  post- 
poned until  the  September  council.  The  church 
appointed  a  full  corps  of  officers  and  teachers  for 
the  Sunday  school  at  Chiques  Hill  house,  which 
will  commence  April  5.  A  love  feast  was  ap- 
pointed to  be  held  at  the  same  place,  May  12  and 
13  — /<j/«  C.  Zug,  Mastcrsonville.  Pa.,  March  2j. 

Portage  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  of  this 
congregation  held  their  quarterly  council  March 
28.  We  elected  two  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing, Eld.  J.  C.  Witmore  and  J.  W.  Reese.  We 
send  no  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting  this  year. 
We  organized  our  Sunday  school  by  electing  breth- 
ren Whisler  and  Harman,  Superintendents.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  early  next  fall,  with 
a  series  of  meetings  in  connection.  One  was 
baptized, — a  middle-aged  man,  quite  feeble  with 
consumption.  The  rite  was  performed  at  his 
home.—/.  B.  Kyser,  Cloverdale,  Ohio,  March  31. 

Glendora,  Cal. — The  past  two  days  have  been 
such  as  to  give  me  a  new  experience.  I  was 
present  at  both  Ministerial  and  District  Meet- 
ings  of  Southern  California,  where  I  could  listen  to 
others  talk,  on  good  topics.  The  speakers  put 
their  energies  into  what  they  had  to  say.  The 
missionary  question  was  the  question  of  the  meet- 
ing. April  21  I  expect  to  start  for  my  home,  and 
will  aim  to  spend  the  time  till  Annual  Meeting 
near  home.  I  hope  to  visit  some  of  the  congre- 
gations in  the  home  District.  Such  as  may  wish 
a  visit,  will  address  me  at  McPherson,  Kans.  I 
am  still  enjoying  good  health,  thank  the  Lord!— A. 
Hutchison,  March  2J. 

Worthington,  Minn.— We  are  pleased  to  say  we 
have  again  organized  our  Sunday  school  for  the 
summer.  We  are  very  much  encouraged  with  our 
spiritual  work  here.  We  have  six  young  members 
and  four  of  them  are  brethren.  They  are  always 
ready  to  do  their  part.  Bro.  Jake  Berkholder  was 
elected  Superintendent.  Three  of  our  teachers  are 
members  of  our  church.  Bro.  Martin  Ogg  and 
family  will  move  here  this  week.  Then  we  will 
number  thirteen.  We  hope  to  organize  some  time 
this  summer.  Husband  is  very  desirous  that  some 
minister  would  move  among  us.  There  are  so 
many  calls  for  preaching,  and  he  is  not  able  to  re- 
spond to  them  all.  Yesterday  he  preached  to  a 
well-filled  house.  Sometimes  we  feel  the  need  of 
a  larger  house  than  our  schoolhouses.  We  have 
some  very  interesting  prayer  meetings  on  Sunday 
evenings— Lizzie  Hilary,  March 30. 
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Clarkson,  Okla.  T.—  March  22,  at  our  regular  ap- 
pointment, three  came  forward  for  admission  into 
the  church.  They,  together  with  one  who  had 
previously  applied,  were  received  into  member- 
ship.—/. C.  Neher,  March  22. 

Silver  Lake  Church,  Nebr.— Bro.  C.  Hope  came 
to  us  March  19,  and  stayed  until  the  30th.  We 
have  had  some  interesting  lessons  on  "  Palestine," 
and  "  Christ's  Reign  During  the  Thousand  Years." 
There  were  no  additions,  but  the  church  was  great- 
ly strengthened. —  Thomas  F.  Evans,  April  1. 

Brooks,  Kans. — Bro.  John  Neher  has  just  closed 
a  short  series  of  meetings  with  us.  There  were 
lve  accessions  to  the  church,  making  twelve  of  us 
low,  three  having  removed  from  us.  Those  par- 
ents who  have  experienced  like  satisfaction  can  re- 
alize our  thankfulness  and  appreciation  in  seeing 
our  lambs  gathered  into  the  fold. — N.  S.  Mahorney, 
April  1. 

Nappanee,  Ind.— Bro.  L.  T.  Holsinger,  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  came  to  us  March  11,  and  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings,  continuing  till  the 
29th,  preaching  twenty  soul-cheering  sermons.  As 
an  immediate  result,  four  came  out  and  were  bap- 
tized, and  there  is  one  applicant  for  baptism.  The 
meeting  closed  too  soon,  as  many  others  do, — just 
when  the  interest  is  the  very  best. — D.  Wysong, 
March  31. 

Spring  Creek,  Iowa.— Our  quarterly  council  was 
to  have  been  held  March  21,  but  as  our  elder  could 
not  be  with  us,  it  was  put  off  till  the  30th.  We  de- 
cided to  hold  our  love  feast,  if  the  Lord  will,  June 
13  and  14.  Our  Sunday  school  was  organized  to 
begin  the  first  Sunday  in  April.  Bro.  Lemuel 
Pratt  holds  the  office  of  Superintendent.  Our 
elder  also  gave  us  a  soul-cheering  sermon  the  even- 
ing of  March  30.— Nellie  G.  Beaver,  Fredericksburg, 
Iowa,  March  31. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.— Four  were  baptized  recently, 
and  several  were  added  to  the  church  by  letter. 
Several  more  will  be  baptized  soon.  We  have 
much  to  contend  with  in  our  work  and  need  your 
prayers.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Thursday 
evening,  May  7,  at  7:30.  We  invite  our  brethren 
and  sisters  to  be  with  us.  The  Bible  Land  Talks 
that  we  arc  giving  now  awaken  considerable  in- 
terest. The  church  is  crowded  each  Sunday  even- 
ing.— T.  T.  Meyers. 

Morrill,  Kans.— Eld.  J.  S.  Mohler  closed  an  in- 
teresting series  of  meetings,  lasting  two  weeks,  on 
last  Sunday  evening.  Meetings  were  held  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Patton  schoolhouse,  located  on 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Morrill  church.  We 
closed  with  a  full  house  and  increasing  interest. 
There  were  three  accessions.  One  brother  who 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  thirty 
years,  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  our  people. — Fe- 
licia E.  Shaffer,  April  2. 

Notice.— The  Ministerial  Meeting  for  the  First 
District  of  West  Virginia  will  be  held  at  the  Ma- 
ple Spring  church  in  Preston  County,  May  15  and 
16,  beginning  at  10  A.  M.  Programs  have  been 
prepared,  and  a  limited  number  of  them  have 
been  sent  into  every  congregation  for  distribution. 
It  has  been  the  effort  of  the  Committee  on  Pro- 
gram to  arrange  for  a  two  days'  work,  and  all  are 
earnestly  requested  to  be  present  and  contribute 
to  the  interest  of  the  meeting.— Geo.  S.  Arnold, 
Burlington,  W.  Va. 

Spring  Run,  Pa.— We  met  in  quarterly  council 
March  28,  at  I  P.  M.  Certificates  of  two  members 
were  read,  and  four  members  were  dismissed  by 
letter.  Brethren  Abram  Myers  and  J.  C.  Swigart 
were  elected  delegates  to  District  Meeting.  We 
decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  in  the  Pine  Glen 
churchhouse  May  22  and  23  at  4  P.  M.  We  hold 
Young  People's  meeting  each  Sunday  evening  in 
our  meetinghouse.  These  meetings  have  a  good 
influence  among  the  young  people,  and  are  also 
very  instructive  to  the  older  ones.  We  use  the 
"Brethren's  Song  Book"  in  our  Young  People's 
meeting  and  Sunday  school.  —  0.  M.  Dunmtre, 
McVeytown,  Pa. 
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Mount  Calvary  Church,  Ind.— Bro. 
Daniel  Snell  came  to  us  March  7 
and  remained  until  March  26.  He 
preached  twenty-nine  sermons.  Six 
united  with  the  church,— four  by  bap- 
tism and  two  reclaimed.—  Sarah  C. 
Mitchell,  Adamsboro,  Ind.,  March  30. 

Oakley,  111.— The  members  of  the 
Oakley  church  met  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil March  26.  One  was  received  by 
letter.  Eld.  M.  J.  McClure  was  chos- 
en as  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting, 
with  the  writer  as  alternate.  Arrange- 
ments are  also  being  made  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  early  in  the  fall. 
— D.  J.  Blickcnstaff,  March  27. 

Van  Wert  Church,  Ohio.  —  The 
members  here  met  in  council  March 
28.  Considerable  business  came  be- 
fore the  church,  but  all  was  amicably 
disposed  of.  Our  delegate  to  District 
Meeting  is  J.  Heistand;  alternate,  J. 
B.  Clapper.  We  also  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  some  time  this 
spring.—  Viola   Clapper,  March  30. 

Pleasant  View,  Tenn.— Jan.  31,  Eld. 
W.  A.  Sherfy,  of  the  Pleasant  Valley 
congregation,  came  to  the  Ebenezer 
schoolhouse.  He,  with  several  of  the 
ministers,  preached  fifteen  soul-cheer- 
ing sermons  in  all.  As  a  result  of  the 
meetings,  eighteen  were  received  by 
confession  and  baptism.  Others  are 
counting  the  cost. — Peter  Miller. 

Baugo  Church,  Ind.— Our  council 
was  held  March  26.  All  business  was 
disposed  of  pleasan'ly.  Bro.  Alex. 
Miller,  of  Union  Center,  was  with  us. 
We  have  decided  to  have  two  Sunday 
schools  the  coming  summer.  Bro.  C. 
Metzler  and  the  writer  were  elect- 
ed Superintendents.  The  undersigned 
was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meet 
ing. — H.  M.  Schwalm. 

Johnstown,  Pa.— Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in 
the  Roxbury  church,  March  7,  and 
continued  till  March  23,  preaching, 
in  all,  twenty  sermons  and  one  funer- 
al discourse.  Ten  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended  and  good  interest 
prevailed.  Bro.  Mohler  is  now  en- 
gaged in  a  series  of  meetings  in  Cone- 
maugh;  also  of  the  Johnstown  congre- 
gation.— A.J.  Strayer,  March  26. 

Ozawkie  Church,  Eans. — Bro.  J.  E. 
Young  commenced  meetings  here 
March  18.  At  this  writing  three  have 
united  with  the  church  by  baptism 
and  one  reclaimed.  We  repaired  to 
the  water  for  baptism.  It  so  hap^ 
pened  that  the  Disciples,  who  havi 
been  holding  meetings  here,  had  as 
sembled  at  the  same  place  for  the 
same  purpose.  Several  hundred 
pie  witnessed  the  baptismal  si 
Perhaps  many  wondered  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  different  modes  of  bap 
tism. — H.  L.  Brammell,  March  2g. 

Pierce,  Ohio. — By  request  of  thi 
Brethren  of  Freeburg,  Ohio,  I  met 
them  on  the  evening  of  March  17  to 
assist  them  in  conducting  a  series  of 
meetings.  I  preached,  in  all,  seven 
sermons  to  appreciative  audiences. 
The  interest  was  commendable,  but, 
on  account  of  much  sickness  in  the 
neighborhood,  we  thought  it  advisa- 
ble to  close  for  the  present.  For  this 
I  felt  sorry,  as  this  was  my  first  visit 
with  the  Brethren  of  that  place.  I 
much  enjoyed  my  short  stay  among 
them. — Reuben  Shroyer,  March  27. 
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HOLSOPPLE— NICHOLSON.— At  the  res 
idence  of  the  bride's  parents,  in  Indiana  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  March  12,  1896,  Bro.  Harry  A.  Holsop- 
ple  and  sister  Alice  Nicholson. 

Lizzie  Fyock., 

HENDRICKSON— WINDLE.— At  the  r< 
idence  of  the  bride's  parents,  March  25,  i8( 
by  Eld.  J.  H.  Moore,  Ira  R.  Hendrickson,  of 
West  Milton,  Ohio,  and  Addie  Windle,  of  Mt. 
Morris,  111.  *  *  * 


. .  -  FALLEN  +  ASLEEP 


[In  order  to  find  room  for  all  the  death  no- 
tices at  this  season  of  the  year,  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  greatly  condense  most  of  them  in  the 
manner  resorted  to  below,— Ed.] 

JOHNSON.— In  the  Clear  Creek  church, 
Mo.,  Feb.  23,  1896,  of  apoplexy,  Bro.  C.  E. 
Johnson,  aged  47  years,  7  months  and  26  days, 
Deceased  only  lived  four  hours  from  the  ti: 
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i  mother,  five  sisters  an 

tl  services  by  Bro.  Wrr 

P.  C.  Baughman. 


children.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  from 
Rev.  14:12, 13.  Jospph  Brubaker. 

WALLACE— In  the  Clear  Creek  church, 
Mo.,  March  22,  1896,  Abner  Wallace,  aged  83 
years,  10  months  and  23  days.  He  bore  his  sick- 
ness with  much  patience.  Heserved  the  church 
as  a  minister  as  best  he  could  in  his  old  age. 
His  wife  preceded  him  about  ten  years.  He 
leaves  two  sons  and  three  daughters  to  mourn 
their  loss.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer, 
from  Rev.  14: 12,  13.        Joseph  Brubaker. 

HOOVER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  South 
Waterloo  church,  Iowa,  March  7,  1896,  friend 
Daniel  Hoover,  aged  78  years  and  3  months. 
The  funeral  was  held  on  Sunday,  conducted 
by  the  writer  and  others.         S.  H.  Miller. 

RIGEL— In  the  English  River  congregation, 

wa,  March  15,  1896,  friend  Jeremiah  Rigel, 

aged  85  years,  q  months  and  11  days.     Funer- 

on  at  the  Brethren's  church  by  Bro. 

Anthony  Sanger,  from  Rev.  14:  13. 

S.  F.  Brower. 
ZIMMERMAN.— In  the  Harrison  County 
church,  Ind.,  March  14,  1896,  Eld.  Joseph  Zim- 
nerman,  aged  about  64  years.  Funeral  serv- 
cesby  the  writer,  from  the  text,  "  My  times  are 
n  thy  hands,"  Ps.  31 :  15.       Geo.  W.  Myers. 

BURKHART.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Manor 
:ongregation,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa.,  March  16,  1896, 
Nancy  Burkhart,  wife  of  friend  Daniel  H. 
Burkhart,  aged  53  years  and  7  months.  Mrs. 
Burkhart  was  a  victim  of  cancer.  She  was  a 
loving  wife,  a  kind  mother  and  Christian  lady. 
Funeral  services  from  1  Cor.  15:19,  by  the 
writer.  Joseph  Holsofple. 

REED. — In  the  Johnstown  congregation,  Pa., 
March  14,  1896,  of  consumption,  sister  Minnie 
M.,  wife  of  John  F.  Reed,  aged  33  years,  lo 
months  and  15  days.  Funeral  sermon  by  Bro. 
J.  M.  Mohler.  A.  J.  Strayer. 

HANEY  —  In  Columbiana,  Ohio,  Feb.  5, 
1896,  Anna  Beulah,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Ada  Haney,  aged  10  months  and  8  days.  The 
parents  have  the  sympathy  of  their  many 
friends.  John  F.  Kahler. 

FAUST.— In  the  Indian  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  March  16,  1896, 
Bro.  Adam  Faust,  aged  85  years,  I  month  and 
22  days.  Bro.  Faust  was  a  consistent  member 
and  the  father  of  a  large  family.  Funeral 
services  conducted  at  the  County  Line  church 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  F.  F.  Murray, 
to  a  large  audience.  D.  D.  Horner. 

BAUGHMAN— In  the  bounds  of  the  Yel- 
low Creek  congregation.  Pa,,  Feb.  22,  1896, 
friend  Franklin  E.  Baughman,  aged  30  years, 
5  months  and  24  days.  Deceased,  while  en- 
gaged in  sawing  wood,  got  his  leg  fast  in  a 
running  belt  and  broke  it  below  the  knee. 
Pneumonia  set  in  and  he  only  lived  a  few 
days.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  seven  small  chil- 
dren. Funeral  services  at  Everett  by  Mr. 
Stonebraker,  of  the  Reformed  church,  from 
these  words:  "  Watch,  therefore,  for  ye  know 
neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  wherein  the  Son 
of  Man  cometh." 

STEELE. —  In     the     same     congregat 
March   15,  1896,  of  a  complication  of  diseases, 
friend    Lewis    Steele,    aged    21    years  and  5 


months.     He  1 
six  brothers. 

[The  following  is  published  by  request;  the  former 
notice  being  incomplete.— Ed.] 

WOGAN.— In  the  Aughwick  church,  Pa., 
March  3,  1896,  sister  Serena  Maud  Wogan, 
aged  26  years,  3  months  and  3  days.  Her 
mother  died  when  Maud  was  but  eight  years 
old.  She  was  reared  in  the  home  of  Bro. 
George  Mierly  and  wife.  She  was  baptized 
last  December  into  the  Brethren  church.  She 
was  afflicted  with  diabetes,  and  while  we 
knew  she  was  growing  worse,  yet  no  one  was 
prepared  to  hear  of  her  very  sudden  death 
She  had  been  feeling  much  better  and  went 
away  on  a  visit,  but  grew  suddenly  worse,  and 
died  while  away  from  home.  She  was  buried 
in  Hill  Valley,  near  the  home  of  her  child- 
hood. The  community,  church  and  Sunday 
school  sustain  a  deep  loss.  Services  by  the 
writer  from  1  Cor.  15: 19.  W.  S.  Long. 

SNELL.— In  the  Eel  River  church,  Kosci- 
usko Co.,  Ind.,  March  19,  1896,  of  Bright's  dis- 
ease, Bro.  Joseph,  son  of  Enoch  and  Mary 
Snell,  aged  26  years,  6  months  and  25  days. 
He  joined  the  Brethren  church  in  February, 
1891,  and  has  since  lived  an  exemplary  and 
useful  life.  Funeral  services  improved  by 
Eld.  Samuel  Leckrone  and  George  Mishler, 
from  Matt.  1 1 ;  29.  C.  C.  Arnold. 

SHRIDER.— At  Ziontown,  Ohio,  March  20, 
1896,  Herman,  only  son  of  Adam  and  Lydia 
Shrider,  aged  19  years,  2  months  and  21  days. 
Funeral  by  the  writer.    Quincy  Leckrone. 

PETERSON.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Plum 
Creek  congregation,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa.,  friend 
Joseph  Peterson,  aged  63  years,  4  months  and 
10  days.  He  went  to  bed  on  Sunday  evening, 
enjoying  better  health  than  usual,  and  was 
found  dead  on  Monday  morning.  He  leaves 
a  wife  and  three  children.  Funeral  by  the 
writer,  assisted  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  the  U.  P. 
church,  from  Luke  12:  40.        B.  W.  Miller. 

HOLSINGER.— In  Dunning's Creek  church, 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  March  15,  1896,  sister  Sarah 
Holsinger,  aged  86  years,  6  months  and  17 
days.  She  was  the  widow  of  Eld.  George  H. 
Holsinger,  who  died  nearly  thirty-four  years 
ago,  leaving  three  sons, — elders  John  S.,  and 
T.  S.,  of  Virginia,  and  Eld.  C.  S.,  of  Kansas; 
also  one  daughter. 

HARSHMAN.— In  the  Sterling  church,  111., 
March  8,  1896,  James  Harshman,  aged  67 
years  and  5  days.  Funeral  services  by  the 
r  in  the  Brethren's  meetinghouse,  to  a 
sympathizing  congregation. 

P.  R.  Keltner. 

ROUSER.— In  the  same  place,    March    10, 

'•g6,  sister  Elizabeth  Rouscr,  daughter  of  the 

iove  and  consort  of  Bro.  J.  O.  Rouser,  aged 
54  years,  7  months  and  21    days.     Two  sons 

id  two  daughters  are  living  and  two  daugb- 

rs  have  gone  before.  J.  B.  Miller. 

CLAUSON.— At  Cokeville,  Westmoreland 
Co.,  Pa.,  March  15,  1896,  sister  Mary  Clauson, 
63  years,  6  months  and  lo  days.  De- 
:d  was  born  in  Indiana  County,  She  was 
:mber  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.     The  funeral  was  conducted  by 


the  \ 


Her, 


Ww 


MOHLER. —  In  the  Okaw  church.  111., 
March  20,  1896,  sister  Sarah  Catharine,  wife 
f  Eld.  Daniel  Mohler,  aged  48  years  and  27 
days.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  eight  chil- 
dren. She  was  an  exemplary  member  of  the 
Brethren  church.  She  was  struck  with  paral- 
ysis while  attending  church  on  Sunday,  March 
about  five  miles  from  home.  She  was  taken 
the  home  of  Bro.  John  Wyne.  After  ten 
days  she  was  removed  to  her  home,  where  she 
peacefully  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  Funeral  by 
S.  S.  Miller  and  others.  E.  F.  Wolfe. 

WHISLER.-In  the  Fairview  church,  Un- 
ionville,  Iowa,  Feb.  21,  1896,  sister  Miranda 
Whisler,  aged  68  years,  7  months  and  14  days. 
Her  husband,  Samuel  Whisler,  preceded  her 
to  the  spirit  world  about  twenty-five  years. 
H.  A.  Whisler. 

HORNER.-In  the  English  Prairie  church, 
Ind.,  March  1,  1896,  Eli  Horner,  aged  75  years, 
9  months  and  17  days.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Catharine  Mohler,  Feb.  11,1845. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  twelve  children. 
His  wife  and  three  children  preceded  him. 
Funeral  services  by  John  Fox  and  Eld.  Peter 
Long,  of  English  Prairie,  La  Grange  Co.,  Ind., 
at  which  place  the  deceased  was  buried  in  the 
Brethren  cemetery.  John  Long. 


RODABAUGH.-In  the  Eagle  Creek  con 
gregation,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  3,  l8{- 
Daisy  Pearl,  youngest  daughter  of  Bro.  SoLo' 
mon  and  sister  Fannie  Rodabaugh,  aged 
years,  3  months  and  27  days.  She  leaves  f 
ther,  mother,  three  sisters  and  a  brother.  Th" 
funeral  was  held  at  the  house. 

D.  D.  Thomas. 

KLEPINGER.— In  the  Pipe  Creek  church 
Miami  Co.,  Ind.,  March  20,  1896,  Bro.  John'. 
D.  Klepinger,  aged  62  years,  2  months  and  23* 
days.  He  was  born  in  Montgomery  County 
Ohio,  Dec.  27,  1833.  He  was  married  to  La- 
vina  Stroop,  Dec.  27,  i860.  Hecametolndi 
ana  in  the  spring  of  1870.  Bro.  John  filled 
the  office  of  deacon  for  over  twenty-five  years 
and  was  always  at  his  post.  A  wife  and  three 
sons  remain.  Funeral  by  elders  D.  P.  Shive- 
ly,  G.  Keller  and  A.  Rinehart,  from  Ps.  90:  i2, 
W.  B.  Dailey.' 

HOLSBERRY.— In  the  Mount  Zion  con- 
gregation, March  16,  1896,  sister  Rebecca 
Holsberry,  aged  75  years,  9  months  and  17 
days.  Her  maiden  name  was  Vannoy.  She 
was  married  to  William  Holsberry  fifty-six 
years  ago.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  died  when  young.  Two- 
sons,  one  daughter  and  her  aged  companion 
still  survive  her.  She  united  with  the  church 
about  twenty-five  years  ago.  Funeral  by  Eld. 
W.  H.  H.  Shaffer. 

Myrtle  Wells  Poling. 

CORNER.— In  the  Franklin  County  church, 
Iowa,  March  24,  1896,  Bro.  Charles  Corner, 
aged  50  years,  11  months  and  2  days.  He 
died  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  in  the  City  of 
Chicago,  where  he  had  gone  for  medical  treat- 
ment. About  two  weeks  previous  to  his  death 
he  was  anointed.  Funeral  by  Eld.  Harvey 
Eikenberry  and  Bro.  J.  M.  Hanawalt  at  the 
U.  B.  church,  Dumont.  Ww.  H.  Allen. 

HOOVER.— Near  Schellsburg,  Pa.,  March 
20,  1S96,  Sarah  Ann  Hoover,  aged  77  years, 
11  months  and  20  days.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  River  Brethren  church.  She 
leaves  a  husband,  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
J.  R.  Miller. 

HORNISH.— In  the  Wyandot  church,  Wy- 
andot Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  26,  1896,  sister  Anna 
Elizabeth  (Jones)  Hornish,  wife  of  Bro.  Frfink^ 
Hornish,  aged  34  years,  10  months  and  25 
days.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  some  small 
children.  She  came  to  the  Wyandot  church 
from  the  Welsh  Run  church,  Franklin  Co., 
Pa,,  in  1894.  The  funeral  was  preached  by 
Bro.  Wilkins  from  Heb.  11: 16. 

Buxton. 


LAFOLLETTE— In  the  Wyandot  church, 
Ohio,  Feb.  8,  1896,  of  measles  and  brain  fever, 
John  William,  infant  son  of  Perry  and  sister 
Lavina  Lafollette,  aged  1  year,  7  months  and 
7  days.     Funeral  by  Bro.  J.  B,  Light. 

Alverty  Buxton. 

OSBORN.— At  Clinch,  Scott  Co.,  Va.,  Jan. . 
20,  1896,  at  the  home  of  the  writer,  of  con- 
sumption, Margaret  E.  Osborn,  aged  58  years, 
11  months  and  20  days.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  John  D.  Osborn,  of  the  same  Coun- 
ty, Sept.  23,  1858.  She  leaves  a  husband  and 
eight  children.  She  was  a  consistent  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  about  twenty-four 
years.  A  few  months  before  her  departure 
she  called  for  Bro.  George  C.  Bowman,  of 
Washington  County,  Tenn.,  and  was  anointed.. 
J.  D.  Osborn. 

FULKERSON.— In  the  St.  Joseph  Valley 
congregation,  Ind.,  Feb.  13,  1S96,  of  congestion 
of  the  lungs,  Mary  A.  Fulkerson,  wife  of  friend 
Lewis  Fulkerson,  of  Clay  township,  aged  67 
years  and  6  days.     Funeral  by  the  writer. 

ULLERY.— In  the  same  congregation,  Ind.P 
infant  child  of  friend  Frank  and  Bertha  Ullery- 
Funeral  of  both  by  the«writer. 

D.  P.  Miller. 

HEPNER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Bear 
Creek  church,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  3> 
1896,  Myrtle  May,  daughter  of  friend  Isaac 
and  Ida  Hepner,  aged  1  year,  4  months  and 
ig  days.  Her  twin  sister  departed  this  life 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  days.  Funeral  by  Bro. 
John  W.  Beeghly,  from  2  Kings  17:26,  at  the 
Eversole  meetinghouse.       Levi  A.  Harris. 

PIAT.-In  the  bounds  of  the  Bear  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  Jan.  16,  1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Piat. 
aged  62  years  and  9  months.  Funeral  in 
New  Lebanon  by  Bro.  Samuel  Horning  a»d 
John  Calvin  Bright,  from  the  words:  "Be  ye: 
also  ready."  Levi  A.  Harris. 
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DISTRICT  nEETINGS. 


..Hiui  '".  ",1;,1 


•■   S.-t'lMKl    l 


at.  Zlon  church,  Puge 
d°t'(!  District  ol  Maryland  in  the  Long  Meadow 

"nlfnnd  18.  First  District  of  Virginia,  at  the 

-M";1   [;„;;;,  lui.vh.Ki-unklln  Co.,  Va. 

"'30  A  M.,  Eastern  District  of  Marv- 
AI"'"  ,'  ,,,'  ■  li'-  Sam-  Ci'-'ek  "oetiughoHse.  An 
1:1,1  .;.t.|,ni  fi-niii  llio  eiinr<.'h._>s  Is  desired,  rcla- 
''.V.'.'iii  a  request  for  Annual  Meeting  In  1897. 
,  ...  District  of  Northwestern  Kansas  and 
AP^/bern  Colorado,  at  Portia,  Kans.,  In  the  M. 
■p  church. 

i "n  soiilliern  [U.-uricl  01  l\  nnsylvnnla.ln  t 

M'r|IA,.;,.l.|-l.|iiiivli       ]»..|.'H"Kja    romlim    iix 

i""  last    will    leave  iliirri-11'"""  ""  f-h«»  ■"*■•• 

jl:''ji ',\.    M.     By    special^ 

win  r.'- V'-piL.  »■  "f 

April  -1'-   l'1^1'1'1    Ml 
and     \\'i>eoiisin. 


Ai,v!.idu  'at'  MarVleysburg. 

h.-l.l   t'li'1   eveiiiug    before.      1  iH-lnii  <■» 

Ul..    ...„U/.i.ing  to  attend,  will  ohanei 

for   Somerlleld, 


nerllek 

nveyed  to  place  o 


tlli'USt- 


Coimuence 

l,v  notii'j  iug  Jasper  Bafnthou: 
.    ,11  -xi  atil  A.  M  .  District  Meeting  of 
A,r.M   'jn-in,-t    ..f     Kansas    in    the    Ueuar    v,re 

claii-cli.  Mt.    Ida,    Km  is.     Ministerial     Me.-ti 

iini-t  i-'nuie  tin*  day  before.    Trains  all  conns 
April  29,  District  Meetingof  Middle  Pennsylvania 


M.,  No.  8,  page  114) 
"i.^r  Ovid. 
Do'nnel's  Creek 


Mountain  church,  A 

114). 
of  Michigan,  In  Sagi 

M-,  District  of  Southern  Ohio 


Mineral    Creek   c 
;  tlie  day  previous. 


Ohio. 

e.  m. 

..[  Mis. 1 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

M.,  Harrison  County  c 


!P.  M.,  Navarre  H 
10,  Abilene,  Kans. 
I  P.  M.,  Kansas  Ct 


Valley  church,  3  mi 
Abilene,  Kan: 


t  Hudson,  111, 

oon  River  ohurch.near  Pane 

id  SI,  at  10  A.  M.,  Wyandot  c 


ine25  Solomon's  Crt 
northeast  of  Mllfo] 

me  27,  at  10  A.  M.,  N 
Co.,  Mich. 


>  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  • 


,  each  Insertion: 


One  month  (4  times),  ., 
Three  months  (13  times 
Six  months  (26  times).. 


"No  Cuts  or  other  electro's 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


FOR  26  cents  wo  will  send  postpaid  a 
cent  size  package  of  Victor  Liver   Syrup 

pound  (herb  form)  containing  the  medical  | 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.     Weekly;  well-illustra 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school    lesson,  with 

:planation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


r  quarter 15  c 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


a  sample  of  Victor  Llvor  Syrup  Compound 
\  Frederick  Almanac  for  18S6,  now  ready. 


"if'  IH  "'Vvi'.'i^lVir^i,^ 
May   16,  at  2  P.  M.,  Oa 

.,  Mountville  cl 

May  16  and  17,  at  2  P.  M„  Klngsley  chu 

at  East  houBe. 
May  18,  at  4  P.  M.,  North  Beatrice  churol 
May  IB,  at  3 P.  M„  Monitor  church,  Kan 
May  lfl  and  17,  at  2  P.  M.,  Naperville  chu 

17,  Upper  Conewago  church, : 


May  W  and  20,  at  1  P.  M„ 

Carroll  Co.,  111. 
May  20,  at  4  P.  M.,  South 


Slay  2-i,  Bear  Creek  church,  Md 
May  23,  at  4  P.-M.,  Falrvlow  church, 
May  z-i,  at  10  A.  M..  Bethel  congreg 


1  church, 


lunch,  Pa  ,0 


,>r  Station,  on  the  N.  P.  It 
1  Creek,  Md. 
I  P.  M.,  Pipe  Creek  chu 
us  miles  nor" 

„Tnlpehocken 


of  Linwood 
gregation.  Pa., 


Hill,  Jeffer 


ay  80  and  31,  at  2  P. 
and  one-half  mil 

me  5,  at 'I  P.  M.,  Montlcello  ohuroh,  Ind. 

■  nee  and  7,  Rlchh.n.l  church,  at  sister  Kendalls'i 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


t"    «s,  Poultry,  Game  and  Fruits.  Spec 
[raw,  Grain,  Furs,  Hides,  Dried  Fr 


.  plan 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


Lacs  and    Morrison 


Great  No 
I  only  65  1 


1  A.  M.,  Wichita  church,  Kans. 


Jl"V'l-.nt.-ll\  M.,Mt. 

low  River  District.  . 
June  12,  ut  8  P.  M„  Blue 


.  M.,  Hiokory  Grove,  Carroll 
Pleasant  ohurohhouse,  Yel- 


J.   at  10  A.   M.,   (-.]'!■. 'ii   sin  tui.'    1 »! 
'Co.,  Ohio. 

and  14,  Rome  church,  Ohio. 

and  17,  at  1  P.  M.,  Yellow  Creek  0 

;t"'l    is,   m  i  p.   m.,  Indian  Crei 
'well,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 


.  M., 


,  Springfield  0 

r  Boyenford,  Pa. 


ern  R.  R.,  which  s 
from  Minneapolis 
West  Superior. 

These  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  timl 
some  of  which  is  covered  with  a  splendid  growth 
of  white  and  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  and 
large  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mower 

These  lands  I  offer  at  prices  from  *4-00  to  (8.00  per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in^ 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 


Samples  of  our  periodicals  will  be  sent  fre* 
>n  application.      

Brethren's  Family  Almanac. — Every  fam 
ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
s  to  energetic  agents, 


WAYNE  COUNTY  HEED 

POLAND -CHIN  AS 


good   ours,   will    liii'iil    Hi. 'in     If    desired, 
but  sirlcily  drst-OluSS BtOOb  sent  out  and 

1  ailed  promptly*  «i« 


Planting  Trees 

In  February  at  Dos  Palos  Colony,  CaL 


[os  Colony 


Special  arrange- 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad< 
vanced,  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Single  subscription, « 


;opl« 


■  3J4c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished, The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


Everybody 

QUICK  CORN 
dies  to  remove  Co 
Buffer  the  tortun 
will  tnko  all  you  u 


bipatlon.    Ageui 


vho  has  a  corn  can  dispose  of  It  by 
■cent  box  of  DUbBEI.'B  UOUBLH 
CURE,  tooohainpion  of  all  reme- 
Joms,  Warts,  Bunions,  etc.     Why 


Single  subscripts 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


i  Frosl'-d,  extra  line, 
I  Embossed  Designs, 
1  I.and.sciipe  and  Flo 


bossed    Landscape    and 


peolally  adapted  for 
but  will  raise  large 
nd  all  kinds  of  grain, 


the  close  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  I 
luth  and  West  Superior,  are  the  very  I 
rate  for  shipping  of  grain  being  only  7%  t 
per  hundred.    The  lands  are  well  watei 


□  reeks  and   streai 

os,   the 

wa 

,-r    hel 

Ph-my 

illibfi 

purposes,  fences  and  fuel. 

Splendid 

prairie  wind  or  bll 

act  of  thes 

e  lands 

exclusively  for  tht 

a  purchase  of  80  ao 

res  and 

00  on  D 

purchase  c 

For  further  Information  apply   to   the  ownei 
'heo.  F.  Koch,  178  E.  8d  Bt.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
504  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 


287  Birds  and  Landscape,  si 
294  Birds  and  Landscape,  si 

293  Birds  and  Landscape,  si 

Use  3^x5^,. 

eBxBJs,.  .  . 

siz- :iSxf,^, 
e3J4xf%.  . 

16 

12 

ooo..Th,GZ"o°aTut,m 

- 

825J4  Landscape  and  Birds, 

lZe2x%.  . 

.20 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red 

or  blue, .  . 

When  ordering  cards 
)er  and  price  as  well  a 

be  sure  to  give 
the  name,  so 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 


Class  Books,  per  dozen, 
Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  < 


ngravings,  perdox- 
art  of  each  lesson, 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Address.  — _ 

Bkithbin'*  PuBLisaweCo., 
Mt,  Mtrrli,  III, 


FRUIT  JUICE  PILLS  for 
the  best  little  Pill  to  cure 
wanted   In  evory  locality. 


AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 


dly  Co.,  Now  Mid- 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 

TAIN  HORN  PREVENTER,  a  chemical  compound  to 
prevent  the  growth  oi  horns.  It  is  sure.  Thousands 
have  used  It  and  would  not  be  without  it.    Price.  75  c 


...Wo 


11  i  led 


K.iK-y  in.ikaig  prices. 

t[  A.  W.  Brayton,  M('g.  Chei 

Prict  to  Agents  Reduced,  Mt.  [ 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


The  Mo5t  Complete  a 


rp-FT-m    308EBL    MlOSSiElia'CMDB.. 


■fipril  n, 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


A.  ^^^  assess® 


Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


^  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  < 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


u'r  Co.,  Pd.,  lit  Chlquee  Hill  L 
Mtiy  IB,  at  I  P.  M-,  Evt-rott,  licilford  Co.,  Pa. 
May  16,  at '2  P.  M„  Falls  City  uburob,  Nobr. 
May  10,  at  4  P.  M.(  Woodbury  church,    Hedf( 

Co.,  Pa. 
May  10,  Mt,  Ktnn,  Iowa. 
May  1H,  Bnrr  Cak  cliorch,  Kans. 
Muv  in.  at  9  P.  M..  Cerro  Gordo  church,  111, 
May  21! and  £8, al  i  P.  M.,  Spring  Hon,  Pa. 
jurii'OniulT.at  10  A.  M.,  Grundy  County  ohur 


.limit  H.nt .8  P 


.,  Cliajiniaii  Crook  church. 


ot  Abllo 
Spring  Creek,  Iowa. 
at  10  A.  M  ,  West  Brnncb,  111. 
i   P.  M„Hwc.ot  Wator  Lake   oliun 


...THE  THIRD... 

Annual  Excursion ! 


Of  Brethren  and  Friends  I 

I  i  i'l  St.  Taul,  Minn.,  for  the 
North  Daiota  Colonies  March  26, 
and  numbered  1,036  souls.  An- 
other excursion  left  April  8,  and 
additional  excursion  parties  will 
leave  from  time  to  time  during 
1806.  The  Brethren  located  in 
North  Dakota,  with  Churches 
organized,  are  all  on  the  Line 
of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way, and  the  members  are  anxious 
that  those  seeking  new  homes 
should  join  the  churches  and  colo- 
nies  already  established. 

gST'For  printed  matter  and  personal 
information,  address  or  apply  to  the 
undersigned,  who  organized  the  move- 
ment of  Brethren  to  North  Dakota 
and  is  prepared  to  help  others  in  find- 
ing locations  in  the  best  agricultural 
sections  of  that  State. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


I 

picas. 

*~ 

Y/; ; 

V"" 

Z^L 

Teeter's  Commentary 


The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -  $4.00. 

Half  Leather,  two  volumes,      -       -       4.50. 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -5.00. 

Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mi.  Morris,  111. 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER! 


DlTBWEl/B  DOU 

I  acts  direct! 


11  Tiicdli'liii'Miiit 


lied  t 


utile  li.v  ii.slny  (In-  Disco 

Martin  Yeagley,  or  Yor 


on  the  liver  and  bowels,  builds  up 
I  slreiigthens  the  nerves.  Spring  Is 
it  la  quite  necessary  that  the  blood 
i)  the  Impurities  which  accumulate 
iter.  If  the  blood  Is  not  pure  the 
a  open  to  diseases  of  various  kinds. 
Ml,   which   menus   good  health,  is 


very  Impure.  During 
■ruble  with  headache, 
us  ailments  caused  by 


Isaac  N.  Suowuerger,  of  Flint,  Ind,,  writes 
!8, 18W3;  "I  think  every  family  should  keep  ) 
-emedles  in  their  home,  as  they  tire  all  that 
■lain,   for  them.    I   am    forty-four  years    old, 


This  offer  is  g.iiul  I 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING. 


The  Greatest  Winter  Layers: 
Black  Langshans, 
Large,  Single  and  Rose  Comb  Brown 

Leghorns, 
Barred  and  White  Plymouth  Rocks 
Pekln  Ducks  of  Great  Size, 
Fine     Light     Brahmas     and    White 

Wyandottes. 


FARM  FOR  SALE 


Of    160  Acres,  lo- 


Wells  and  foster  Counties,  North  Dakota 

If  You  Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 


THERE  ARE  churches  of  nil  denominations  an 

THERE  ARE  L'ood  markets,  and  coal  costs  froi 

fj.ai  to  W.WI  per  ton, 
THERE  ARE  no  lands  but  what  are  tillable, 


It  i:K  is  A  I  .WAYS  ! 


a  through  1 

r  price  paid    I 

wo  competing 


>rded 


nmds,— I  he  Minneapolis.  Si.  I'm  u  1  iindsiuilt 
Marie  H.  R.,  mid  !h<<  Norilieni  l';e 
traverse  Wells  and  Eoster  Counties. 
The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  has  250,000  acres  of  land  In  Foster  and 
Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  reserved  three 
townships  to  bo  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethren, 
and  have  agreed  to  give  land  for  a  site,  and  live 
hundred  dollars  towards  Hie  erection  of  a  church 
fpr  the  use  of  the  Brethren. 

The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  $3  to 
*6  per  acre,  and  ten  years'  time  Is  given,  with  only 


in   getting   passenger  and  freight    rates.    D 

locateuntll  you  have  investigated.    Write  to 

C.  W.  MOTT, 

General  Enilm  a-  l>>n  A^.-nl,  N.  P.  R.  R., 

St.  Paul,  Mini 

W.  H   PniPi-s, 

Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  11.  R. 


Homeseekers' 
Low-Rate  Excursion 


nds  to  Mount  Mo 


Tuesday,  April  7th, 
Tuesday,  April  21st, 
Tuesday,  May  5th. 

Tickets  should  be  bought  from  starting  point  ti 
■lilaca,  Miun.  The  price  of  the  round-trip  ticket; 
rill  be  one  first-class  fare  one  way,  plus  $2.00.  The 
L'.OU  to  be  paid  at  Mllaca,    Minnesota,  before 

Our  local  agent  at  Mllaca,  Mr.  W.  Heins,wlll  n 


onveyances,  and  will  -how  the  lands  we  advertise 
i  this  paper  free  of  charge.  The  excursion  ticket: 
mi  only  be  purchased  at  these  rales  on  the  above 
amed  dates  and  are  good  for  30  days  for  retun 
rip.    Do  not  miss  this  chance  to  visit  Mllle,  Lacs 


coining,  he  or  one  of  lils  representatives  will 
you  at  the  depot  in  Minneapolis,  where  yoi 
have  six  hours' time  to  view  the  metropolis  o 

Those  who  wish  to  come  on  other  dates  cai 
one-way  tickets  at  considerably  reduced  i 
good  to  start  at  any  date  from  all  points  bet 
Chicago  and  Missouri  River,  by  writing  a  few  days 
before  they  wish  to  start  to  Theo.  F.  Koch,  17ti Third 
Street,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOO  MAW 
Exclusive  Brethren  Agent. 
1214  504  Corn  Exchange.  Minneapolis,  Minn, 


You  Need  It ! 


IT  STIMULATES  FAITH 


nii.-iioL-  for  ciiri 


I,  Bhlppenaburg,  Po. 


BS^Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


Brethren's 
Family 
Almanac. 


Brethren': 

Plain  Clothing!; 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  0f  ' 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  ' 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be  ' 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self.  ' 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  ' 
understand  them.  , 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  ! 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 


■Jill  do  all  business  from  above  addr, 


Here  Again  for 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ioo  pages  Sxio 

illy  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  oq 
best  quality  of  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  ol  j|j 
I.  Price,  iscents.  Addrew:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A.  .imi 


DO  YOU  WANT 

A  Southern  Home 


JOHN  \V.  GOOD, 
Remington  P.  O.,  Fmuiuler  Co., 
Refer  to  S.  F.  Sanger,  £iidffcwater,  Va. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Po«?Y  i 

A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  UnleHtrwtl- 
hte  and  is  sold  ncarlv  Onv-h.tlf  Vheapr.v  than 
the  Iron  or  Steel    !V,si>,   which   in   eld   weath.-.    hn.,-,k 

._„.  Counties  lor 'Vi!^  'k'i  "■'.i :.:'  aad  circulars,  ad 
dress.  W.  A.  Dickey.  N-.kI.  Miauu  Li..,  ind.  ill. 


sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.     Write  us  a  card. 
Address:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Mt.  Morriii,  HI. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

A  large,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  States,  mount- 
ed and  suitable  for  office  or  home  use,  is  issued  by  e 
Burlington  Route.  Copies  will  be  mailed  to  any  address 
on  receipt  of  fifteen  cents  in  postage  by  P.  S.  Eubtis. 
Gen'!  Pass.  Agent.  C.  B.  cr  Q.  R.  R.,  Chicago.  111. 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

pipe  system.    Ab- 
ly self-regulating. 


laarUet".      Our   nil;iJ-il.t'-J 

ehine  VmHvlllu"-';  ""' 
.  .  — -       0:i talon ue  free.  AiMi^, 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Freeport, III.. U.S. ft 


Price,  10   Cents. 
Rates  to  Agents. 
this  Office. 


Special 
Address 


■  A  MBI      TO  ALL  READERS 

rHtt  THE  MESSENGER. 

I  will  be   pleased  to  mall  a  li^'  ^,™?|8 
treatment  of  the  famous  I'lrs.au  la"' 
to  every  reader  of  the   Messenger,  m 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  ana 
remedy    for     Chronic     C.il.rrJ,     >' "J. 
I.ivcr  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  ltl'<V'     „ 
limn-  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  only'1-"". 
The  kam^r  treatment°co9t9  nothing  "J 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  to 
afflicted  people.     It  will  be  sold  tniu 
agents.     Special    terms  to  readers .ot 
Messenger  on  application.     Address 

DR.  E.  1.  WORST,  Ashland,  onm, 

Sole  Agent  for  the  United  Sulci- 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


^SETFOX   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-Phil.  ... 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morkis,  III.,  Apkil  18,  1896. 


No.  16.* 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Published  Weekly,  at  J1.G0  per  Annua,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^ 

The  time  was,  in  the  early  history  of  the  world, 
when  in  Africa  were  found  the  best  civilized,  and  the 
most  advanced  people  in  learning,  arts  and  sciences 
on  the  globe.  On  either  side  of  the  Nile  they  have 
left  monuments  which  tell  the  story  of  a  wonder- 
ful people  whose  achievements  antedate  the  most 
ancient  books  of  earth.  How  far  their  power  and 
influence  reached  beyond  the  Valley  of  the  Nile, 
is  not  known.  For  aught  we  know  their  explor- 
ers may  have  visited  every  part  of  Africa,  and 
their  teachers  may  have  instructed  the  more  gifted 
in  every  tribe.  But  a  great  cloud  came  over  this 
wonderful  land.  The  light  of  Egypt  went  out, 
and  for  centuries  we  have  looked  upon  Afri 
as  the  darkest  part  of  the  globe.  But  recent 
explorers  are  opening  up  the  great  Continent. 
Her  rivers,  lakes,  mountains,  and  valleys  are  be- 
j"g  explored,  and  thousands  of  people  are  rush- 
lng  in  to  take  possession  of  the  rich  and  fertile 
regions.  Ere  another  decade,  civilization  will  have 
spread  over  the  dark  Continent,  and  Africa  will  be 
known  as  the  second  America.  Her  resources  are 
wonderful;  her  climate  is  of  nearly  every  variety, 
and  there  is  fertile  land  in  abundance  for  millions 
uPon  millions  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil.    But  what 

v  *"  th'S  without  the  true  "g"1  oi  the  GosPel? 
"•ore  than  anything  else,  Africa  stands  in  need  of 
genuine  Christianity.    There  is  work  enough  there 

0  occupy  the  time  and  talent  of  more  than  500,000 

eamest   missionary   workers    and    teachers.     What 

world  of  work  there  is  yet  to   be   accomplished 

e  ore  the  true  light  shines  into  every  part  of  the 
earth! 


When  the  Atlantic  Cable  was  laid,  and  messa- 
ges were  sent  from  New  York  to  London,  and 
vice  versa,  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  this 
paragraph,  some  people  thought  that,  in  the  way 
of  transmitting  news,  things  were  well  nigh  per- 
fect. But  now  it  seems  to  be  quite  certain  that 
the  telephone  will  soon  be  so  perfected  that  we 
can  speak  to  our  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the 
ocean.  Were  this  state  of  things  at  this  time  in 
existence,  it  would  be  a  little  surprising,  one  of 
these  mornings,  on  entering  our  office,  to  have 
Bro.  D.  L.  Miller,  in  Yokohomo,  Japan,  ring  us 
up  and  ask  us  if  the  editorial  pages  were  full,  and 
if  not,  that  he  had  in  mind  a  short  article  to  dic- 
tate for  our  readers.  It  would  be  comforting  to 
be  on  speaking  terms  with  our  friends  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  but  to  be  on  speaking  terms  with 
God  is  of  vastly  more  importance.  He  who  can 
hear  and  be  controlled  by  the  still  voice  of  the 
Great  Spirit,  in  all  of  his  actions,  is  the  more  for- 
tunate man. 

The  X  rays,  as  they  are  called,  are  being  turned 
into  practical  use  in  various  ways.  By  their  use 
the  contents  of  infernal  machines  may  be  made 
known  without  the  risk  of  life.  These  machines, 
usually  in  the  shape  of  a  box,  generally  contain  a 
dynamite  bomb,  so  constructed,  that  when  the 
lid  of  the  box  is  opened  the  bomb  will  explode. 
Boxes  of  this  kind  are  often  expressed  to  leading 
men,  and  not  a  few  of  them  find  it  necessary  to 
turn  their  mysterious  packages  over  to  experts  to 
examine.  But  the  X  rays  are  likely  to  settle  this 
matter,  as  the  contents  of  a  box  may  row  be  seen 
before  opening  it.  Now,  if  some  one  will  only 
bring  into  practical  use  rays  that  will  enable  peo- 
ple to  look  into  the  hearts  of  each  other  and  dis- 
cover the  mischief  therein  concocted,  the  evil 
thoughts,  the  surmisings  and  corruption,  what  an 
amount  of  cleansing  there  would  be  among  peo- 
ple who  like  to  be  known  as  honest,  decent  and 
pious!  Then,  how  we  would  be  shocked  on  find- 
ing in  the  heart  corruptions  not  even  suspicioned! 
We  would  then  know  for  certain,  that  "the  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wick- 
ed."    Jer.  17:  9. 


What  are  known  as  the  Olympic  games,  were 
quite  common  in  the  times  of  the  apostles.  At 
these  games  were  great  athletic  contests,  and  it 
was  considered  the  greatest  honor  to  come  out 
victorious  in  any  of  the  departments.  In  his  writ- 
ings, by  way  of  illustration,  Paul  makes  frequent 
reference  to  these  games,  but  in  no  instance  did  he 
approve  of  them.  For  centuries  they  have  fallen 
into  disuse,  and  even  the  wonderful  and  costly 
amphitheaters  went  into  ruins.  But  these  games 
are  now  being  revived.  The  great  amphitheater 
at  Athens,  Greece,  has  been  restored,  and  last 
week  the  different  contestants  met  in  the  arena 
and  struggled  for  the  mastery  as  in  days  of  yore. 
The  performances  were  witnessed  by  8o,coo  spec- 
tators. It  is  a  little  remarkable,  however,  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  prizes  were  carried  off  by 
Americans.  Weary  of  modern  amusements,  the 
world  seeks  to  restore  some  of  the  ancient  meth 
ods  of  entertaining  that  part  of  the  public  seek- 
ing carnal  pleasure.  Why  should  not  the  churches 
revive  some  of  the  apostolic  methods  of  worship! 
If  we  are  seeking  for  old  things,  why  not  find  the 
old  paths  and  walk  therein!  The  popular  church- 
es have  well  nigh  exhausted  their  resources  con- 
triving new  and  improved  ways  of  drawing  and 
entertaining  the  public.  Let  us  restore  the  apos- 
tolic method  of  worshiping  God  and  converting 


the  people,  and  then  we  will  be  doing  something 
of  value.  If  the  Americans  are  to  carry  off  the 
prize  in  the  Olympic  games  of  Gree.ce,  why  not 
our  people  also  take  the  lead  in  reviving  apos- 
tolic Christianity!     Why  not?— we  ask. 


In  these  days  of  great  conveniences,  when  our 
pens  glide  smoothly  over  the  best  of  calendered  pa- 
per, we  wonder  how  the  people  of  remote  antiquity 
succeeded  when  they  were  compelled  to  do  their 
writing  on  clay  brick,  while  the  clay  was  yet  soft. 
When  these  bricks,  or  tablets,  became  dry,  some  of 
them  were  carried  thousands  of  miles  and  an- 
swered the  same  purpose  that  our  modern  letters 
now  serve.  It  was  a  wise  arrangement  that  the 
people  of  the  bygone  centuries  did  their  writing 
in  this  manner,  for  not  a  few  of  the  tablets  have 
come  down  to  our  age,  and  by  the  aid  ot  them  we 
can  learn  much  concerning  the  history  and  cus- 
toms of  a  people  who  lived  beyond  the  age  of 
books.  Just  lately  one  of  the  tablets  in  the  Brit- 
ish Museum  has  been  deciphered.  It  was  made 
of  Nile  mud  and  contained  the  marriage  propos- 
al of  a  Pharaoh,  for  the  hand  of  the  daughter  of 
the  King  of  Babylon.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
written  nearly  one  hundred  years  before  the  time 
of  Moses,  and  goes  to  show  that  even  in  that 
early  period  the  people  had  their  methods  of  com- 
municating with  one  another. 


For 


nths 


ading  da 


ntenced 
now,  in 


of  the  United 
States  contained  long  accounts  of  the  trial  and 
conviction  of  H.  H.  Holmes,  for  the  murder  of 
Bcnj.  F.  Pitzel.  The  trial  in  Philadelphia  unearthed 
one  crime  after  another  that  was  horrifying.  The 
detectives  tracked  him,  all  through  life,  by  the  crimes 
he  had  deliberately  committed.  Hi 
to  pay  the  penalty  of  death  May  7. 
the  very  shadow  of  the  gallows,  he  makes  a  confes- 
sion that  shocks  the  civilized  world.  He  confesses 
to  no  less  than  twenty-seven  murders.  Among  his 
victims  were  girls,  women,  children  and  aged  men. 
In  Chicago  he  had  a  trap  into  which  the  innocent 
were  decoyed  and  murdered  for  their  money  or  to 
conceal  other  crimes.  His  confession  indir 
implicates  many  others  who  were  parties  tc 
deeds  of  death.  It  is  revolting  to  read  how  i 
cent  girls  and  women  fell  into  his  grasp  and  d 
peared  in  a  way  unknown  to  their  friend 
confession  will  clear  up  not  a  few  mysteries  con- 
cerning the  disappearance  of  persons  known  to 
have  reached  Chicago  but  never  returned.  The 
world  wonders  that  such  horrifying  crimes  should 
be  perpetrated  in  a  great  city  and  be  kept  a  pro- 
found secret  for  years.  This  confession  shows 
what  terrible  secrets  may  be  locked  up  in  depraved 
human  hearts.  What  a  terrible  sensation  there 
will  be  when  the  light  of  the  final  judgment  shall 
be  turned  upon  the  deeds  of  men  and  women! 
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MOSES*    WELL    AND    THE    PETRIFIED    FOREST. 

Again  we  start  out  on  another  afternoon  excur- 
sion, this  time  on  donkeys,  and  for  the  petrified 
forest,  via  the  Well  of  Moses.  The  sun  has  just 
passed  beyond  high  noon,  and  as  we  trot  and  gal- 
lop over  the  sandy  desert  and  skirt  the  bare  red 
stone  hills,  the  heat  beats  down  oppressively  hot, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  cooler  winds  that  meet 
and  fan  us,  the  heat  would  be  beyond  ordinary  en^ 
durance. 
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After  several  hours'  galloping  over  a  very  rough 
and  monotonous  path,  through  a  desert  land,  we 
see,  in  the  distance,  the  anxiously  lookcd-for  for- 
est'   But   distances  are  very   deceptive  here,  and 
it   takes   another   half   hour   to    reach   the    place. 
And  all  at   once,   after   ascending  a  slight   eleva- 
tion, we  are  in  the  Forest  and  amongst  the  stony 
timber.    Of   it  there  seems  to  be  no  end.     Hun- 
dreds of  acres  are  all  strewn  over  with  this  petri- 
fied  wood.    At   first  sight   you    are   reminded    of 
very  stony  land.     But   on   closer    inspection   you 
find  stumps,  knots,  limbs  and   parts  of  the  bodies 
of  trees,  all  pcirified  into  solid,  hard  and  almost 
flinty   stone.     Alter   spending,    perhaps,    an     hour 
in  walking  about  and    over   this   wonderful   forest, 
we  concluded  that  it  would  be  nice  to  take  a  piece 
along  home.     In  a  very  short  time  we  saw  a  stick 
that  we   thought   would    answer  the   purpose,  but 
on  picking  it  up,  we  found  it   quite  a  load  to  car- 
ry so  far,-even  on  the  back  of  our  donkey.     But 
the  promise  of  a  few   piasters  to  our  donkey  boy 
made  it  all  right,  and  he  took  charge  of  it   for  us 
and  off  we  started  on  the  return  trip,  and 
ty  minutes  came  to  the  "  Well   of  Moses 
Moses  had  to  do  with  this  well,  or  why  h 
take  a  pleasure   ride   over  this  sandy  ar 
desert,  we  did  not  learn;  n 
it  was  so  called.    The  well 
gorge   or  sink  hole,  and 
tractions,   except  the   gre 
ways  beautiful,  when  seen 
The  place   itself,   has   a  \ 
ance  from   the   top,    in    looking  down 
could  see  about  all   of  it   from   above, 
take  the  time  to  go  down  into  it. 

From  here  we  took  the  most  direct  route  for 
the  city,  and  as  the  evening  shadows  were  rapid- 
ly lengthening,  it  was  our  purpose  to  reach  a 
hill  near  the  city,  that  we  might  have  a  sunset 
view  over  the  far-reaching  valley,  and  the  desert 
beyond.  Though  our  donkey  boy  forced  a  gallop 
for  us,  the  greater  part  of  the  way,  the  race  proved 
to  be  an  uneven  one,  and  the  sun  sank  behind 
the  horizon,  before  we  could  reach  the  desired 
summit.  And  we  again  entered  our  Khedivial 
home,  well  pleased  with  our  afternoon  gallop  over 
the  Egyptian  plains. 

TO   MEMPHIS,   SAKKARA   AND   APIS   TOMBS. 

This  time  we  take  the  railroad  car  to  Bedra- 
shen,— some  fifteen  miles  south.  The  road  runs 
along  and  near  by  the  Nile,  and  through  the  very 
fertile  valley.  The  morning  ride  was  a  very  pleas- 
ant one,  and  the  scenes  by  the  way  were  quite 
interesting.  We  had  our  lunch  basket  with  us, 
as  it  requires  the  greater  part  of  the  day  to  take 
in  the  sights  to  be  seen. 

On  our  arrival  at  Bedrashen  we  were  to  take 
to  the  donkey  for  our  trip  of  sight-seeing.  As 
usual,  we  were  beset  by  a  crowd  of  donkey  boys 
who  always  seem  to  be  waiting  and  in  readiness 
for  a  job.  We  thought  those  at  Gizeh  were  as 
greedy  for  prey  as  it  was  possible  for  the  human 
kind  to  be,  but  our  experience  here  was  still  more 
trying  than  any  through  which  we  had  passed. 
The  regular  tourist  season  had  not  yet  commenced, 
and  as  there  were  only  four  of  us  and  about  fifty 
donkey  boys,  each  one  determined  to  have  a  rider, 
you  can  feel  assured  that  there  was  a  rush,  a 
scramble  and  a  tugging,  as  to  who  should  be  suc- 
cessful. The  first  plunge  was  made  for  our  lunch 
basket,  and  seeing  that  there  was  going  to  be  a 
tug  of  war  for  it  we  handed  it  over  to  our  guide; 
and  then  followed  the  fight  for  riders  on  their 
donkeys,  and  so  violent  were  their  demonstra- 
tions, that  a  regular  war  among  them  seemed  to 
be  the  inevitable,  and  would  have  been,  had  not 
the  sheik  interfered  and  made  choice  of  the  don- 
keys we  were  to  ride.  After  this  tussel  was  over, 
we  started  off  on  a  full  gallop  for  the  objective 


points  of  visit.  First,  over  a  fairly  good  road 
northward  until  we  reached  the  palm  forest.  Then 
going  a  little  to  the  west,  after  a  half  hour  we 
came  to  the  statue  of  Rameses  II,  made  of  gran- 
ite. This  statue  lies  on  the  back,  so  that,  to  see 
the  face,  it  is  necessary  to  climb  up  on  the  breast. 
The  features  are  well  preserved,  and  show  the 
power  of  art  in  perpetuating  the  history  of  the 
past  ages.  Though  the  winds  have  been  blowing, 
and  the  sand  drifting  thousands  of  years  about 
this  wonderful  page  of  history,  the  record  stands 
to-day  as  open  as  when  made.  Thus  the  Lord 
makes  the  foolishness  of  men  to  praise  him.  The 
statue  is  some  forty  feet  long  and  proportionate 
in  size.  Thougk  somewhat  mutilated,  by  parts 
of  the  limbs  being  broken  off,  yet  it  is  wonder- 
fully well  preserved  when  we  consider  the  wear 
and  tear  of  the  ages  that  have  passed  since  the 
engraver  chipped  the  large  granite  shaft  into  the 


forn 


In  a  few  minutes  farther  we  came  to  a  second 
colossus,  this  being  concealed  by  a  wooden  struct- 
ure, so  that  some  of  our  piasters  were  necessary 
to  open  the  door  and  let  us  in.  Ascending  wood- 
en steps,  we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  massive  struc- 
ture made  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  great  men 
whose  real  bodies  have  been  sleeping  thousands 
of  years  in  the  dust,  or  ghastly  forms,   a  thousand 
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tell  the  tale  of  their  former  glory  and  wealth. 

From  excavations  made,  terra  cotta  and  frag- 
ments of  pottery  have  been  found  at  various 
depths;  and,  calculating  by  the  strata  of  Nile 
mud,  etc.,  which  has  accumulated  over  them,  it 
is  thought  that  they  are  at  least  four  thousand 
years  older  than  the  monuments  of  the  great  Ram- 
eses.    These  astounding  facts,  as  we  stand  by  them, 
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r  home,  a  Bible,  dating  as   we  felt, 
hundred  and   forty  years,"  but  as 
things  our  old  things  lose  their 
age  and  become  the  work  of  a  day  gone  by. 

But  here  we  are  at  Marietta,  the  supposed  foun- 
dation of  the  temple  Ptah  and  the  place  where  we 
are  to  lunch.  Though  these  are  the  tumble-down 
walls  of  a  forsaken  temple,  we  can  spread  our 
lunch  on  the  rough  weather-beaten  tables  by  again 
dispensing  the  everywhere-looked-for  piasters. 

After  doing  this  and  eating  our  lunch  in  peace, 
we  took  a  look  at  the  desert-looking  surroundings. 
What  changes  time  brings  about!  Here,  where 
once  was  a  proud  city,  reveling  in  the  ease  and 
luxury  of  tropical  productions  and  eastern  fatness, 
now  there  is  a  vast  and  howling  desert. 

From  here  we  go  to  the  Step  Pyramid.  This  is 
so  called  from  the  form  in  which  it  is  built,  and  at 
a  distance  looks  as  if  a  series  of  steps  ran  from 
bottom  to  top.  But  as  you  get  near  to  it  you  are 
surprised  to  find  that  each  step,  six  in  number, 
is  some  thirty  feet  high.  This  is  a  country  of  pyr- 
amids, and  you  see  them  of  all  sizes  and  in  every 
direction. 

After  viewing  a  number  of  ancient  ruins  lying 
around  as  if  scattered  by  a  cyclone,  we  were  taken 
to  the  "Apis  Tombs"  the  subterranean  part  of 
the  Egyptian  Serapeum;  hewn  in  the  solid  lime- 
stone rock,  where  the  apis  or  sacred  bulls  were 
placed  after  death.  This  was  the  age  of  bull  wor- 
ship, and  these  animals  were  held  and  worshiped 
as  gods,  and  because  of  this,  their  lives  were 
watched  with  the  most  sacred  veneration.  Their 
death  was  a  season  of  lamentation,  and  their 
burial  was  the  occasion  of  great  display.  For  each 
one,  at  the  time  of  death,  was  made,  out  of  solid 
stone  or  granite,  a  sarcophagus  or  coffin.  We 
did  not  measure  them,  but,  at  a  guess,  we  would 
suppose  them  to  be  from  eight  to  ten  feet  square. 


They  are  cut  from  a  solid  block  of  stone,  so  hol- 
lowed out  that  the  outside  walls  and  bottom  are 
some  eight  inches  thick.  In  this  the  dead  animal 
was  placed  and  then  covered  and  sealed  with  a 
nice-fitting  lid  or  top,  made  of  the  same  material. 
The  work  is  finely  executed,  and  when  completed, 
resembles  a  large  cube  of  stone.  The  passage  or 
vault  in  which  they  are  placed  is  tunneled  into 
the  hill  and  aggregates  1,140  feet  in  length,  ,0  feet 
in  width  and  17  feet  in  height.  At  the  sides  of 
these  passages,  chambers  are  cut,  large  enough 
to  receive  the  sarcophagi,  so  that  the  main  pas- 
sage leading  to  them  is  left  clear  and  open.  On 
entering,  each  person  is  supplied  with  a  candle 
which  gives  enough  light  to  walk  by,  to  examine 
what  is  to  be  seen  by  the  way,  such  as  the  hiero- 
glyphics, tablets  and  crude  pictures,  made  on  the 
side  walls.  In  all,  we  saw  some  twenty  of  these 
monstrous  coffins,  now  emptied  of  their  sacred 
treasures,  but  still  in  place,  as  they  were  deposited 
in  their  costly  and  carefully-prepared  chambers. 

After  a  long  and  fatiguing  walk  through  these 
caverns  made,  at  a  tremendous  sacrifice  and  cost, 
for  dead  idols,  we  were  made  to  realize,  to  some 
extent,  what  men  are  willing  to  do  for  their  re- 
ligion, no  matter  how  little  merit  it  may  have. 

What  seems  most  strange  is,  that,  in  all  ages 
of  the  world,  idolatry  has  developed  more  sac- 
rifice on  the  part  of  its  adherents,  than  the  relig- 
ion of  Christ. 

A  few  hours  more  among  these  relics  of  idolatry 
and  scenes  of  barbarism,  and  we  turn  our  faces 
away  from  them,  not  sorry  for  what  we  witnessed, 
but  wishing  that  there  never  had  been  cause  for 
their  being  and  existence.  Surely  the  hearts  of  mf  n 
are  prone  to  evil  as  the  sparks  are  to  fly  upward! 

On  our  return,  as  we  were  riding  along  and 
viewing  the  varied  scenes  of  this  land  of  wonders, 
many  of  the  Bible  incidents,  connected  with  Israel 
and  its  eventful  history,  came  crowding  in  upon 
us.  And  then  came  the  thought, — What  wonder- 
ful changes  have  come  and  gone  to  this  land,"  ap<v 
can  almost  see  their  footprints  in  f/ie 
while  the  records,  with  iron  pen  and 
are  everywhere  traced  in  the  mountains, 
d  rocks.  In  the  human  face  and  form  we 
have  perpetuated  the  races  that,  from  age  to  age, 
made  and  turned  the  pages,  to  be  read  by  nations 
yet  unborn. 

Another  day  of  Egyptian  sight-seeing  is  past, 
and  again  we  return  to  our  Khedivial  home,  to  en- 
joy the  evening  fading  into  twilight  and  followed 
by  the  silver  halos  of  moonlight,  as  seen  only  in 
the  tropics  beneath  southern  skies.  After  all, 
there  is  nothing  that  affords  so  many  homelike 
comforts  as  the  splendidly-ordered  European  ho- 
tels, as  found  dotted  all  over  the  Eastern  World. 

There  are  many  other  scenes  of  interest  which 
we  would  be  glad  to  note,  had  we  the  space  so  to 
use,  but  as  we  have  already  transcended  our  in- 
tended limits,  we  will  now  close  our  visit  to  this 
most  beautiful  city  of  the  grandest  of  all  rivers, 
the  Nile,  and  the  land  of  world-wide  historical  rep- 
utation, being  once  the  home  of  the  Pharaohs, 
and,  for  over  two  centuries,  the  scene  of  the  so- 
journings  of  Israel.  Surely,  here  is  the  handwnt- 
ng  of  God!  »•  "• D' 
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A  CORRECTION. 

A  brother  thinks  that  in  "  Unfair  Comparisons, 
in  No.   II,  a  mistake  is  made  where  it  is  said  tM 
the  bulk  of  the  money  obtained  by  the  Methodis 
for  church  purposes  comes  from  their  various 
tertainments.     I  now  admit  that  he  is  right.    I      ^ 
influenced  by  some  local  matters  and  made  it    ^ 
general.     I  do  not  wish  to  misrepresent,  as  it  wo" 
not  be  right.     However  this  mistake  does  not  att  ^ 
my  argument,  as  the  amount  of  money  secure  , 
the  way  alluded  to,  is  considerable.    Jas.  A,  Sel  . 

McKee's  Gap,  Pa, 


April 


18,  1896. 


TttHI  qobpel  MiEssrEiq-a-rEiR,. 


•ESSAYS. 


NEW  VERSION  OF  AN  OLD  HYMN. 


Not  tedious  or  tasteless  my  hours, 

Since  Jesus  I  all  the  time  see; 
Sweet  prospects,  sweet  birds  and  sweet  fli 

Have  all  greater  sweetness  to  me; 
The  midsummer  sun's  never  dim, 

No  striving  of  fields  to  be  gay; 
For  now  I  am  happy  in  Him, 

December's  as  pleasant  as  May. 

His  name  yields  the  richest  perfume, 

And  sweeter  than  music  His  voice; 
His  presence  disperses  my  gloom, 

And  makes  all  within  me  rejoice; 
Because  He  is  always  thus  nigh, 

I've  nothing  to  wish  or  to  fear; 
No  mortal  so  happy  as  I, 

My  summer  now  lasts  all  the  year. 

Content  with  beholdiag  His  face, 

My  all  to  His  pleasure  resigned, 
No  changes  of  season  or  place 

Could  make  any  change  in  my  mind; 
While  blest  with  a  sense  of  His  love, 

A  palace  a  toy  would  appear; 
And  prisons  would  palaces  prove, 

For  Jesus  would  dwell  with  me  there. 

My  Lord,  now  indeed  I  am  Thine, 
.    And  Thou  art  my  sun  and  my  song, 
No  longer  I  languish  and  pine, 

No  more  seem  my  winters  too  long, 
Thou  drivestdark  clouds  from  my  sky, 

Thy  soul-cheering  self  dost  restore, 
Together  well  soon  be  on  high, 

Where  winter  and  clouds  are  no  more. 


BY 


J.    FERCKEN. 


Eunomius   and   Alexander    Mack.— The    Upper   Room.— 
Large  Congregation.— Divine  Services — "Amens." 

—Church  Fast  and  Bible  Fast.— Wln- 
t  ter.—Mangals.— Spring. 

As  I  was  reading  to-day  in  Jackson's  "  Concise 
Dictionary  of  Religious  Knowledge,"  the  short 
sketch  relating  to  Eunomius,  the  inventor  oi  single 
immersion,  something  exceedingly  strange  struck 
me  concerning  this  heretical  bishop  of  Cyzicum,  a 
thing  which,  I  am  sure,  has  not  yet  come  to  the  no- 
tice of  our  Brotherhood,  or  even  of  the  well-known 
author  of  "  Trine  Immersion  Traced  to  the  Apos- 
tles "  !  It  is  this:  Eunomius  was  a  born  citizen  of 
the  same  country  our  present  converts  in  Smyrna 
came  from.  The  heretical  bishop  robbed  them  of 
their  true  Gospel  baptism,  and  now  the  same  vic- 
tims of  that  robbery  recover  it,  fifteen  hundred 
years  later,  through  the  Brethren  Church  of  far-off 
America!  How  grateful  to  our  Bro'herhood  and  to 
dear  America  will  our  converts  be  when  I  reveal 
this  to  them  at  our  morning  service  next  Sunday! 
Who  would  have  thought  that  this  "  peculiar  peo- 
ple," known  as  the  "  Dunkers,"  would  build  up 
what  Eunomius  pulled  down,  and  restore  primitive 
trine  immersion  in  the  very  Diocese  where  the 
Arian  prelate  preached  and  practiced  his  false  bap- 
tism? How  the  venerable  Alexander  Mack  would 
have  marvelled!  Truly,  if  he  knew  it,  he  would 
like  to  "  see  those  things  which  we  see,  and  to  hear 
those  things  which  we  hear!" 

We  had  last  Sunday  night  the  best  service  we 
ever  had,  and  the  largest  congregation  we  yet  had. 
One  woman  (an  Armenian  from  the  interior,  who 
recently  arrived  from  Cesarea  with  her  children 
and  whose  son-in-law  was  killed  during  the  massa- 
cres) was  also  present.  She  was  the  first  woman 
who,— apart  from  sister  Fercken, — ever  attended 
our  meetings.  She  was  very  much  touched  as  our 
old  evangelist,  praying  in  Turkish  for  the  afflicted, 
remembered  her  in  a  special  manner.  She  speaks 
nothing  but  Turkish,  and  for  the  first  time  in  her 
j'fe,  attended  a  Protestant  service.  She  was  well 
■mpressed  with  the  service,  and  I  would  not  be  sur- 
prised if,  with  her  children,  she  should  some  day 
cast   her   lot   among   the   few   saints   in   Smyrna. 


Wife,  the  children  and  myself  sang  the  hymns  in 
English.  The  rest  could  not  join  us,  however  they 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  singing.  We  shall,  later  on, 
try  to  start  a  singing  class,  a  rather  difficult  enter- 
prise among  people  who  are  neither  musical  nor 
have  the  slightest  conception  of  melody.  But  oth- 
er missions  have  succeeded  in  this.  Why  not  we? 
The  services  generally  begin  with  a  prayer  in  Greek 
by  myself,  followed  by  the  Lord's  Prayer,  also  in 
Greek.  Then  a  portion  from  the  Scriptures  is  also 
read  by  me,  always  using  the  popular  version  of  the 
New  Testament  in  Modern  Greek.  The  same  pas- 
sage is  read  in  Turkish  by  brother  Apikian,  our  old 
but  learned  evangelist.  A  hymn  follows.  Then 
the  preaching  of  the  Word  is  delivered.  I  generally 
preach  ten  minutes  in  Greek;  then  our  evangelist 
follows  with  another  ten  minute  talk  in  Turkish  and 
closes  the  service  by  a  prayer  and  the  Lord's  Pray- 
er in  the  same  language.  They  are  all  very  atten- 
tive during  the  service,  and  kneel  very  devoutly 
and  reverently  during  the  prayers.  Some  give 
signs  of  assent  with  the  head  during  the  preaching 
of  the  Word,  but,  what  has  often  surprised  me  very 
much,  especially  at  the  beginning  of  our  work  was 
to  hear  them  utter  loud  "  Amens  "  during  the  pray- 
ers. This  is  not  done  in  the  Greek  Church,  and 
as  these  people  have  never  been  in  contact  with 
Protestants,  still  less  with  Methodists,  this  is  rather 
surprising.  It  shows,  however,  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  making  intercession  with  groanings  in  their 
regenerated  hearts. 

We  are  still  in  the  period  of  fasting.  The  Greeks 
are  fasting.  The  Armenians  and  Catholics  also  are 
going  through  their  forty  days  of  Lent;  the  Turks, 
too,  are  keeping  their  Ramazan;  but,  alas,  all  these 
fasts  are  only  "  for  strife  and  debate,  to  smite  with 
the  fist  of  wickedness  ...  to  afflict  one's  soul,  to 
bow  down  the  head  as  a  bulrush,  to  spread  sack- 
cloth and  ashes."  We,  Protestants,  are  the  only 
"  heretics  "  who  do  not  fast  here,  that  is,  in  the 
sense  in  which  these  religions  understand  fasting; 
but  we  "  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,"  we  "  undo 
heavy  burdens,"  we  "  let  the  oppressed  go  free," 
and  "  break  every  yoke,"  we  "  deal  our  bread  to  the 
hungry,"  we  "  bring  the  poor  diat  are  cast  out  to 
our  houses,"  seeing  "  the  naked,  we  cover  him."  Is 
not  this  the  fast  that  the  Lord  has  chosen  and  the 
fast  which,  for  the  first  time,  our  converts  will 
keep? 

Our  winter  ended  with  February.  This  is  not  In- 
dia where  people  can  do  without  fires  and  over- 
coats, and  dress  incessantly  in  immaculate  white. 
But  if  it  is  not  India,  neither  is  it  the  Northern  part 
of  the  United  States  where  our  stoves  and  fnrnaces 
must  burn  without  ceasing  from  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember until  the  middle  of  May.  January  and  Feb- 
ruary have  been  exceptionally  cold  here  this  year, 
but  the  exceptionally  cold  weather  of  this  winter 
has  not  gone  below  forty  degrees  above  zero.  Still 
the  cold  was  very  damp  and  penetrating.  There 
was  snow  on  the  far  distant  mountains,  but  none  in 
the  city.  Our  little  sitting-room  was  heated,  as  all 
the  houses  are  heated  in  Smyrna,  viz.,  with  a  nuin- 
gal,  surely  something  unknown  to  our  readers! 
The  "  mangal  "  is  a  copper  or  brass  vessel,  very 
much  resembling  the  laver  of  the  Jewish  taberna- 
cle, about  two  feet  high  and  placed  in  the  center  of 
the  room.  Hot  ashes  are  spread  in  this  vessel  and 
on  these  ashes  hot  coals.  Charcoal  only  is  used, 
but  it  is  burnt  and  brought  for  use  in  the  rooms 
only  when  perfectly  red.  In  this  manner,  there  is 
no  gas  to  asphyxiate  or  incommode  those  who  are 
in  the  room.  Generally  two  of  these  fires  are  made 
in  the  day  time.  The  poor  use  iron  mangals  of  the 
size  of  a  washbowl  which  are  placed  on  the  floor 
or  on  a  chair.  This  charcoal  is  made  by  Bulgarians 
who  immigrated  here  after  the  Russo-Turkish  war, 
and  is  sold  at  about  Si. 75  the  sack,  the  price  vary- 
ing more  or  less  according  to  the  time  it  is  pur- 
chased. This  same  coal  is  used  for  cooking  pur- 
poses. We  have  used  twelve  of  these  sacks  this 
winter. 

With  the  first  of  March  mangals  were  laid  aside. 
The  weather  is  warmer.  All  that  makes  spring  ex- 
hibits itself.  The  sparrows  sing.  The  trees  bud. 
Nature  smiles.    The  thermometer  rises  and  remains 
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stationary  at  sixty  degrees,  to  continue  thus  until 
May,  going  at  times  higher  but  never  Lower  than 
this  mark.'  A  blessed  country  it  is,  but  still  more 
blessed  in  many  other  ways  if  another  nation  could 
control  it  and  till  its  soil  wherein,  for  centuries, 
have  been  hid  those  treasures  which  God  gives  to 
man  only  in  their  coarse,  rugged  form  that  he 
might,  as  King  of  Creation,  bring  the  gold  out  of 
the  dross,  the  forces  of  nature,  latent  in  earth,  sea 
and  sky,  for  man's  benefit  and  utility, 

"THROUQH  THE  OATES  INTO  THE  CITY." 

BY  C.  H.  BAI.SBAUGH. 

1  There  are  thousands  in  the  Brotherhood  who 
remember  Eld.  Adam  Brown,— the  radiant,  pathet- 
ic, persuasive  Adam  Brown.  Such  a  face  as  his 
could  not  fail  to  remind  the  Bible  reader  of  the 
face  of  Stephen.     Acts  6:  15. 

On  the  17th  of  March,  1896,  just  as  the  sun  sank 
beneath  the  horizon,  he  passed  through  gates  of 
pearl  into  "  the  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory."  On  the  2 1st  of  March  his  earth- 
ly tabernacle  was  laid  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Mum- 
mert  sanctuary,  Adams  County,  Pa. 

He  was  born  May  3,  t8l2;  died  March  17,  l8gf), 
aged  eighty-three  years,  ten  months  and  fourteen 
days.  He  was  baptized  Oct.  30,  1830;  inducted  to 
the  ministry  May  26,  1847.  He  adorned  the  office 
of  bishop  about  forty  years.  He  was  married  to 
Leah  Jacobs  March  12,  1848.  Their  offspring  were 
a  son  and  daughter.  His  wife  and  son  preceded 
him  to  the  spirit  realm.  His  daughter  cared  for 
him  until  he  passed  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
angels,  and  "  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect." 
He  was  partly  blind  and  deaf  in  his  closing  years, 
but  saw  and  heard  more  than  most  of  us.  He  had 
"  visions  and  revelations  of  the  Lord  "  which  made 
him  enigmatic  to  those  who  live  on  a  lower  plane. 
He  preached  his  last  sermon  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
1893. 

To  hear  him  preach,  observe  his  attitude,  behold 
his  countenance,  was  an  event  not  to  be  forgotten. 
He  was  a  living  photograph  of  Emmanuel, 

I  will  relate  one  incident.  He  was  a  warm,  per- 
sonal friend  of  mine,  and  was  as  faithful  in  his  in- 
structions as  a  monitor  as  he  was  ardent  in  his  sym- 
pathy. 

In  1887,  when  death  had  emptied  my  home  and 
I  was  living  in  solitude,  he  attended  our  love  feast, 
only  a  few  rods  from  my  cottage.  After  service 
he  spent  the  night  with  me.  He  said  "  he  was 
going  to  see  how  Christie  and  Jesus  were  keeping 
house  together."  He  poured  out  his  soul  in  tides 
of  sympathy,  and  seemed  to  turn  the  heart  of 
Christ  inside  out  to  show  how  well  he  meant  it  all. 
So  he  kept  on  till  past  eleven  o'clock.  I  reminded 
him  that  it  was  time  to  retire.  He  assented,  but 
said  he  must  say  a  little  more.  The  clock  struck 
twelve.  I  reminded  him  again.  A  few  words 
more  of  the  divine  love  he  wanted  to  utter.  When 
it  was  near  one  o'clock,  I  gave  another  hint. 
"Yes,"  he  said,  "  it  is  time  to  go  to  rest;  let  us  fall 
down  and  talk  a  little  with  God."  And  such  a 
prayer, — for  the  church,  for  his  dear  wife,  his  son 
and  daughter  by  name,  and  for  me,  and  lastly  for 
himself.     O,  it  was  wonderful! 

On  one  occasion  he  spent  the  afternoon  in  my 
father's  home  after  forenoon  service.  Before 
leaving  for  his  evening  ministry,  he  proposed 
prayer.  He  made  a  long  antecedent  exhortation. 
His  face  was  turned  upward,  his  eyes  and  features 
luminous  with  the  glory  of  the  upper  world,  his 
hands  gyrating  above  his  head  as  he  was  depict- 
ing the  worship  of  the  celestial  denizens.  A  little 
girl  came  to  me  and  whispered,  "  Do  you  think 
Adam  Brown  saw  the  angels  because  he  looked 
so  smilingly  upward?" 

Dear,  blessed,  saintly  Adam  Brown!  Long  his 
heart  was  in  heaven:  now  he  is  there  forever. 

His  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  brethren 
Daniel  H.  Baker  and  Orville  V.  Long,  on  the  fit- 
ting words  in  2  Tim.  4:  6,  7,  8, 

Union  Deposit,  Pa, 
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NAMES  OF  THE  MESSIAH. 


"  The  Word!'  In  studying  the  science  of  lan- 
guage we  all  become  familiar  with  the  sentence, 
"A  word  expresses  a  thought."  Let  us  look  for  a 
little  time  at  this  sentence,  "  The  Word  "  expresses 
God's  thought  for  the  world.  In  all  the  realm  of 
literature  can  we  ever  find  a  sentence  so  grand 
and  lofly  in  sentiment,  or  one  that  means  so  much 
to  the  human  family? 

"  The  Word,"  which  was  God,  and  by  whom  the 
world  and  all  that  is  therein  were  made,  assumed 
the  eternal  mystery  of  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh," 
full  of  pity  and  love.  He  portrayed  to  the  sons  of 
men,  by  his  life  and  teachings,  the  blessed  light  of 
Truth,  and,  by  his  suffering,  death  and  glorious 
resurrection  from  the  tomb,  forever  made  plain  the 
meaning  of  "  God's  thought  for  the  world." 

Christ.— As  the  anointed  King  he  was  long  fore- 
told by  the  prophets  of  Israel.  The  wise  men  of 
the  East,  miraculously  led  by  a  star  to  Bethlehem, 
his  birthplace,  paid  homage  to  his  kingship  by 
bringing  costly  gifts,  such  as  one  king  was  wont  to 
present  to  another;  yea  more  than  this,  they  bowed 
down  and  worshiped  him,  thus  giving  the  first  inti- 
mation that  he  was  "  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles." 
Who  can  doubt  that,  in  the  coming  age,  he  will  be 
in  very  truth  sitting  upon  the  throne  of  David,  ac- 
knowledged by  all,  as,  "  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of 
lords." 

Emmanuel.—  -  God  with  us."  Be  still,  my  soul, 
and  try  to  comprehend  the  solemn  yet  gladsome 
thought, — yea,  the  precious  fact— that  God's  very 
presence  is  round  about  thee  every  hour,  yea  every 
moment  of  time!  For  in  him  we  move  and  live  and 
have  our  being.  Every  care  and  sorrow  is  made 
lighter,  and  every  joy  is  made  brighter  by  his  pres- 

"  I  am  with  thee,"  He  hath  said  it 
In  his  truth  and  tender  grace; 
Sealed  the  promise,  grandly  spoken, 
liy  how  many  a  mighty  token 
Of  his  love  and  faithfulness." 

"Jesus."— This,  the  name  given  him  by  the  angel 
before  his  birth,  seems  always  the  dearest  and  best 
of  all,  Jesus— Savior!  The  renewed  soul  of  a  be- 
liever can  feel,  but  never  express  the  ecstasy  of  joy 
there  is  in  the  knowledge  that  he  died  for  me,  he 
saves  me,  now  and  evermore.  Having  loved  his 
Own  he  loved  them  unto  the  end  How  great  his 
love,  how  very  comforting  his  prayer,  that  he  of- 
fered for  all  them  who  should  ever  believe  on  him 
through  His  Word!  That  prayer  reaches  down, 
down,  even  unto  the  last  disciple  on  the  shores  of 
time.  Knowing  perfectly  the  feelings  of  the  human 
heart,  he  desires  to  save  his  followers  from  fear  and 
trouble,  and  so  he  says  unto  them:  "  Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.  In  my 
Father's  house  are  many  mansions;  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you,  and  I  will  come  again  and  receive 
you  unto  myself."  His  promise  saved  them  from 
fear  and  doubt,  and  ever  since  that  promise  was 
made  every  true  believer  lonps  to  see  its  fulfillment, 
longs  to  see  his  reign  of  perfect  peace  and  right- 
eousness, when  there  will  be  no  more  selfishness  or 
sin,  when  wars  and  rumors  of  wars  shall  forever 
cease,  when  the  sunlight  of  peace  shall  rest  upon 
every  home,  upon  every  realm  and  upon  every 
clime.  In  one  place  he  tells  his  disciples  that  he 
will  come  again  in  power  and  great  glory,  and  the 
angels  with  him.  After  his  resurrection,  when  he 
was  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives  with  his  chosen 
few,  a  cloud  received  him  out  of  their  sight;  two 
angels  appeared  while  they  were  gazing  up  toward 
heaven,  and  said  unto  them,  "Ye  men  of  Galilee, 
why  stand  ye  looking  up  into  heaven?  This  Jesus 
who  was  received  up  from  your  sight  shall  return 
again  in  like  manner."  So  we  see  plainly  Jesus 
has  given  his  promise,  and  that  promise  was  reiter- 
ated by  the  angels.  I  often  think  his  loyal,  tender 
heart  must  long  for  the  time  to  come  when  he  can 
fulfill  his  promise  to  those  he  loves  so  well.  His 
promise  to  come  again  to  this  earth  is  uncondition- 
al; there  is  no  if  in  the  case.  Our  friends  write  to 
us,  saying,  "  We  will  come  to  Ottawa  next  spring 


and  attend  Annual  Meeting  if  life  and  health  per- 
mits; or  if  the  way  opens  for  us  financially,"  and 
just  that  one  little  word  means  that  some  who 
think  of  coming  will  not  be  here,  but  Jesus,  having 
all  power,  and  knowing  all  things,  said  with  abso- 
lute certainty,  "  I  will  come  again."  There  can  be 
no  doubt  but  what  he  meant  a  personal  coming,  for 
it  is  written,  "  Every  eye  shall  see  him." 

There  is  much  said  and  written  in  these  latter  days 
about  Christ's  second  coming,  being  only  a  spiritual 
coming.  A  spirit  cannot  be  seen,  so  how  could  it 
be  possible  for  "  every  eye  "  to  see  him?  If  a  ma- 
jority of  our  brethren  and  sisters  would  say,  "  I 
will  not  attend  Annual  Meeting  in  person  this  year, 
but  will  be  with  you  in  spirit,  would  the  work  be 
carried  on  satisfactorily?  I  think  not.  It  seems 
plain  that  it  is  God's  plan  to  carry  on  his  work  by 
beings  of  some  form,  or  body,  "  A  body  hath  he 
prepared."  A  consecrated  human  body  is  the 
temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  So  we  wait  for  his  per- 
sonal coming,  according  to  his  promise,  and  when 
he  comes  again  in  his  glorified  body,  his  loved 
ones  who  will  dwell  with  him  in  his  Father's  house 
will  greet  him  with  hand  and  kiss  and  their  joy  will 
be  full.  Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus;  come  quickly. 
Amen. 

Ottawa,  Kans. 


THE  CHRISTIAN'S  ARMOR. 


In  Three  Parts.    Part  One. 

"  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  he  able  to 
tand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  we  wrestle  not 
gainst  llesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against 
lowers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world, 
gainst  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  Wherefore  take 
mo  you  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able 
to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand. 
Stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and 
having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness;  and  your  feet 
shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace;  above  all, 
taking  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to 
quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  And  take  the  hel- 
met of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God." — Eph.  6:  11-17. 

The  apostles,  ftfter  exhorting  to  certain  duties, 
as  the  duties  of  children  to  parents  and  parents 
to  children;  of  servants  to  masters,  and  masters  to 
servants,  then  gives  the  exhortation  contained  in 
verse  11,  telling  why  we  should  put  on  the  whole 
armor  of  God,  that  we  may  be  able  to  stand 
against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  Webster  defines 
"wiles,"  as  a  trick  or  stratagem  practiced  for  en- 
snaring or  deception.  And  who,  that  has  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  God,  and  that  has  wrestled  with 
the  terrible  temptations  of  Satan,  but  can  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  stratagems  of  the  evil  one!  Evi- 
dences of  this  awful  deception  are  apparent  every- 
where. 

What  terrible,  terrible  errors  mankind  have  la- 
bored under,  and  oh!  what  crimes  have  been,  and 
are  being  committed  under  the  delusions  of  the 
great  arch-fiend!  And  oh,  what  confusion,  what 
inextricable  confusion,  prevails  in  the  religious 
world!  A  doctrine  or  practice,  not  having  the 
sanction  of  God's  Word,  may,  and  often  does,  be- 
come an  established  rule  to  regulate  divine  ser- 
vices. Thus,  little  by  little,  has  been  the  depart- 
ure from  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel,  brought 
about  through  a  misdirected  zeal,  ignorance  or 
selfish  motives. 

Nothing  but  a  firm  stand  on  the  rock  of  revealed 
truth  can  save  us  from  the  whirlpool  of  errors  by 
which  we  are  surrounded.  But  having  our  feet 
planted  upon  this  impregnable  rock  of  eternal 
truth,  and  protected  by  the  panoply  of  God,  we 
are  safe,  no  matter  how  many,  or  how  strong  are 
our  foes. 

"To  be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed,"  th 
fore  the  apostle  acquaints  us  with  the  strength  and 
power  of  the  enemy,  with  whom  we  have  to  con 
tend.  "  For,"  says  he,  "  we  wrestle  not  against 
flesh  and  blood."  Such  foes,  indeed,  would  bi 
easy  to  vanquish,  in  comparison  with  those  witl 
whom  the  Christian  has  to  contend.  Next  he  tells 
us  what  are  some  of  these  foes.    He  tells  us  that  we 
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wrestle  "against  principalities,  against 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  *Z. 
Though  our  knowledge  of  the  celestial  world  rn 
be  very  limited;  yet,  from  the  Scriptures  we  j  ?St 
that  there  are  among  the  angels  in  the  court  "[ 
heaven  different  degrees,  some  having  higher  D 
tions  than  others.  Rom.  8:  38;  Eph.  i:  2i,  and  " 
10;  Col.  1:  16,  and  2:  10.  It  seems  from  the  ab  ? 
Scriptures  that  there  are  different  stations  in  h  ' 
en,  designated  as  principalities,  might,  dominion 
thrones,  and  powers,  and  we  also  learn  from  th 
Word  of  God  that  some  of  the  higher  intelligen  ' 
kept  not  their  first  estate,  but  left  their  own  habit 
tion.  Jude  6.  These  fallen  principalities  anH 
powers,  Christ  spoiled,  or  robbed,  taking  from  the 
their  usurped  gains.  Col.  2:  15;  Matt.  12:  29;  Luk 
11:  22.  We  understand  that  the  principalitje 
against  which  we  must  wrestle  are  those  fallen  an 
gels  which  kept  not  their  first  estate.  How  power- 
ful, how  malignant  they  are,  we  may  learn  from 
Christ's  conflict  with  them  in  the  wilderness,  and  in 
Gethsemane.  But,  thank  God,  these  accusers  of 
our  brethren,  these  vigilant  foes,  have  been  van- 
quished by  the  Captain  of  our  salvation,  who  has 
made  it  possible  for  all  to  escape  this  terrible  bond- 
age. Yea,  the  captivity  of  Satan  has  been  taken 
captive  by  the  Prince  of  Peace.     Psa.  68:  18. 

Though  terrible  the  warfare  that  we  must  wage, 
we  must  and  will  conquer  under  the  banner  of 
Christ.  Oh  how  sweet  to  be  his  captives!  We  are 
bound  to  him  by  cords  of  love.  His  yoke  is  easy 
and  his  burden  is  light.  Paul  desired  that  he 
might  apprehend  that  for  which  he  was  appre- 
hended, seized,  or  made  a  prisoner  of  by  Christ. 

"  Spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places,"  is  thought 
by  some  to  have  allusion  to  that  "falling  away,"— 
that  mystery  of  iniquity,  that  was  already  at  work 
n  Paul's  day.  As  early  as  A.  D.  62,  in  his  letter 
to  the  Philippians,  Paul  speaks  of  some  at  Rome, 
from  whence  this  epistle  was  written,  who  preached 
Christ,  even  of  envy  and  strife.  Thus  early  that 
monstrous  evil  began  to  develop,  which  was  des- 
tined in  its  maturity,  to  blight  and  waste  the  fair 
heritage  of  Christ. 


SELFISM  AND  OTHERISM. 


Seli-ism  is  supreme  and  systematic  selfishness. 
"  Otherism  "  is  just  the  opposite  of  this.  These 
are  the  two  opposing  points  of  view  of  human  ac- 
tion. Every  act,  when  sifted  to  its  inner  motive, 
must  have  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  as 
its  basis.     It  cannot  have  both. 

We  observe  that  selfishness  is  self-condemned. 
No  selfish  man  is  happy.  The  more  selfish,  the 
more  unhappy.  True  happiness  comes  from  a 
sense  of  having  done  something  for  others. 

Jesus  taught  us  self-denial  both  by  precept  and 
example.  No  one  was  ever  so  emptied  of  self  as 
he  was.  No  one  ever  lived  so  fully  for  others. 
He  said,  "  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
deny  himself,"— let  him  deny,  disclaim,  disown,  his 
selfishness.  We  want  to  follow  Jesus.  The  more 
fully  we  disclaim  self,  the  better  we  can  do  that. 

At  one  time  the  apostles  were  disputing  who 
should  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom.  Je5US 
taught,  them  the  secret  of  greatness:  "  If  any  n»n 
will  be  first,  let  him  be  servant  of  all."  This  is  not 
only  a  definition  of  greatness,  but  also  the  way  to 
attain  it. 

True  greatness  is  great  service  for  others.  N" 
room  for  selfishness  in  that.  If  a  man  is  bound  up 
in  self,  God  cannot  use  him  to  help  others, 
that  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased."  He* 
exalteth  his  selfishness,  God  cannot  use.  "j?? 
that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted."  He  tM 
humbleth  his  selfishness  shall  be  exalted  in  opP°r- 
tunities  to  help  others.  . 

If  a  man  feigns  humility  in  order  that  he  may 

exalted,  his  exaltation  will  be  as  much  a  sham  ^ 

hk  h„m;i.itv.     if  one  De  ..  promoted  "  in  churc n,^ 

Every 


state,  or  in  any  relation  in  society,  such  pro' 
should  not  be  contemplated  as  an  honor. 
advance  in  position  is  simply  an  opportunity 


for 


April  18,  1896. 


1311   QOSPBL   MESSBNQBS,. 


enlarged  service.  When  one  feels  that  responsibil- 
ity which  the  enlarged  service  brings,  there  will  be 
no  room  for  a  sense  of  honor. 

It  is  right  that  one  should  desire  enlarged  fields 
for  usefulness.  Every  unselfish  person,— every  one 
who  has  at  heart  the  good  of  others— must  so  de- 
sire. But,  remember  the  condition  of  promotion— 
"let  him  be  servant  of  all."  A  man  cannot  be  ser- 
vant of  all  and  still  be  selfish.  If  I  were  willing  to 
be  a  servant  of  the  people  a  few  hundred  or  a  few 
thousand  miles  away,  and  yet  have  no  disposition 
to  serve  those  needy  ones  around  me,  my  desire 
must  be  selfish.  If  I  am  willing  to  be  "  a  servant 
of  all,"  I  should  begin  to  serve  the  first  about  me 
who  need  help.  Then  every  opportunity  for  en- 
larged service  should  be  welcomed  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  greater  good. 

As  already  stated,  the  most  perfect  example  of 
an  unselfish  life  is  that  of  Jesus.  His  self-denial 
was  complete.  His  exaltation  was  just  as  com- 
plete. The  less  of  selfism,  the  more  of  otherism. 
This  principle  is  universally  true. 

Moses  made  a  great  sacrifice  when  he  left  the 
court  of  Egypt,  then  the  most  highly  civilized  and 
greatest  nation  of  the  world.  Self-interest  would 
say,  "You  might  become  king."  But  Moses  chose 
to  help  others, — a  nation  of  degraded  slaves  at 
that.  Moses  humbled  self.  God  exalted  him  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  world. 

Paul  might  have  become  the  greatest  of  the  Jew- 
ish Rabbis  and  perhaps  the  most  learned  and  most 
influential  man  of  the  Jewish  people  of  his  time. 
He  had  been  thoroughly  educated  for  just  such  a 
course.  But  he  chose  an  unpopular,  despised,  and 
persecuted  people,  and  the  unselfish  mission  of  do- 
ing the  greatest  good  to  others.  Consider  how 
God  has  exalted  him. 

Such  men  as  Herod  the  Great  and  Napoleon 
stand  before  us  as  examples  of  supreme  selfishness. 
Of  Napoleon  it  is  said,  "  He  worshiped  no  God  but 
•<Snibition."  How  infinitely  small,  in  the  sight  of 
God,  must  be  the  souls  of  such  men! 
'  Matt.  18  gives  us  a  beautiful  rule  of  life  in  the 
church.  Notice  here  the  need  of  an  unselfish  spir- 
it. Am  I  to  go  to  my  brother  that  I  may  satisfy 
the  feeling  that  I  have  been  wronged  by  him?  Not 
so.  That  would  be  selfish.  I  must  go  in  order  to 
gain  my  brother.  "  If  he  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained 
thy  brother."  Don't  mistake  the  purpose.  Only 
one  motive  will  ever  accomplish  that,  and  that  is 
the  motive  of  otherism. 

In  selecting  an  occupation,  one  should  not  act 
selfishly.  The  question  should  be,  "  In  what  way 
can  I  do  the  most  good  for  others — prove  the 
greatest  blessing  to  humanity  and  the  greatest 
glory  to  God?"  Every  one  selecting  his  life  work 
should  answer  this  question.  Neither  should  self 
figure  in  its  answer.  To  work  for  the  good  of  oth- 
ers is  a  kind  of  glorious  selfishness,  which  is  not 
selfish  at  all. 

McPherson,  Kerns. 


COMMITTEE  WORK. 


Does  decision  of  Annual  Meeting  1867,  Art.  31,  apply  to 
committees  sent  from  Annual  Meeting,  and  all  others? 
Please  answer  through  Gospel  Messenger. 

Jacob  S.  Rhodes. 
The  query  referred  to  reads  as  follows: 
"  Should  not  the  Annual  Meeting  adopt  some  definite  rule 
with  regard  to  the  action  of  special  committees  asked  for  by 
a  branch  of  the  church,  to  settle  matters  that  could  not  be  set- 
tled otherwise?  Answer.— WHrREAS  it  is  the  privilege  of 
an>'  branch  of  the  church,  or  member,  to  have  a  committee 
when  asked  for,  such  committee  has  full  power  to  dispose 
of  any  case  submitted  to  it,  provided  the  usual  methods  have 
"cen  resorted  to  previously,  and  when  settled  by  such  commit- 
on  shall  be  final."     Acts  15:  22. 


tee,  the 


It  undoubtedly  only  refers  to  committees  sent 
fr°m  Annual  Meeting,  for  we  find,  in  the  answer  of 
said  query,  that,  "  Such  committees  have  full  pow- 
"  to  dispose  of  any  case  submitted  to  it,  provided 
jhe  usual  methods  have  been  resorted  to  previous- 
ly" What  are  the  usual  methods?  First,  call  in 
he  adjoining  elders,  then  apply  to  District  Meet- 
s' then,  if  not  successful,  appeal  to  Annual 
Meeting. 
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When  a  committee,  sent  from  Annual  Meeting, 
makes  its  report  to  the  church,  the  vote  of  the 
church  is  taken;  and  if  the  majority  of  the  members 
accept  their  report,  it  is  confirmed;  and  if  the  mi- 
nority will  not  yield  to  the  judgment  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  majority  of  the  church,  the  commit- 
tee with  the  majority  may  expel  said  minority. 
(  Annual  Meeting,  1876,  Art.  10. )  But  if  the  majori- 
ty of  said  church  refuse  to  accept  the  report,  the 
committee  presents  its  report  to  the  next  Annual 
Meeting,  through  Standing  Committee,  and  if  An- 
nual Meeting  rejects  it  the  matter  is  at  an  end,  as 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  work  of  said  committee. 
But  if  Annual  Meeting  accepts  their  report,  they, 
or  a  part  of  them,  are  sent  back  to  enforce  the  de- 
cision. And  if  a  majority  of  said  church  would  re- 
ject it,  they  (the  committee)  would  be  at  liberty  to 
act  with  the  minority  and  expel  the  majority,  and 
even  the  whole  church,  if  necessary,  and  their  de- 
cision would  be  final,  because  confirmed  by  Annual 
Meeting.  Hence  decisions  of  committees,  sent  by 
Annual  Meeting,  when  accepted  by  the  majority  of 
the  church,  or  if  rejected  by  the  majority  of  the 
church,  and  accepted  by  Annual  Meeting,  are  final. 

[The  above  answer  was  handed  us  by  an  elder  of 
wide  experience  on  committee  work.— Ed  ] 


-»THE  t  SUNDAY  *  SCHOOL-e- 

LESSON  LIGHT  FLASHES. 
The  Rich  Man  and  Lazarus Luke  16:  19-31. 

[Lesson  for  April  26,  1806.) 

In  this  lesson  we  have  set  before  us  four  distinct 
scenes  or  pictures.  In  the  first  two  we  have  two 
men  as  they  lived  and  fared  in  this  life.  In  the 
second  two,  the  same  persons  as  they  fared  in  the 
life  beyond.  They  are  twin  pictures,  showing  the 
two  extremes  here  and  yonder.  Of  the  first  it  is 
said  he  was  rich,— was  clothecLJn  purple  and  fine 
linen,— fared  sumptuously  every  day.  The  teach- 
ing is  really  a  continuation  of  the  last  lesson,  and  is 
directed  to  the  Pharisees  and  Scribes,  and  their  per- 
petuated representatives,  only  that  the  subject  is 
somewhat  changed.  The  chapter  opens  with  the 
subject  proper, — that  of  the  stewardship.  It  teach- 
es that  we  are  all  stewards  of  the  Lord  and  that 
our  responsibilities  co-ordinate  with  our  possibili- 
ties, or,  in  other  words,  we  will  not  be  held  ac- 
countable for  that  which  we  have  not,  but  that 
which  we  have.  If  the  Lord  gives  us  only  one  tal- 
ent, he  does  not  make  us  accountable  for  five.  Or, 
if  he  entrusts  to  us  five,  he  does  not  expect  of  us 
the  increase  of  ten.  The  widow  with  her  mite  did 
more  than  the  rich,  who  gave  a  nickle  of  their  abun- 
dance. 

Of  this  man  it  is  said  he  was  rich, — showing  that 
he  had  been  entrusted  with  much, — that  his  pos- 
sibilities were  large.  There  is  nothing  specifically 
wrong  about  this.  The  Lord  wants  men  of  large 
possibilities  because  he  has  large  fields  to  be  occu- 
pied and  great  works  to  be  done.  To  save  the 
world  from  the  powers  and  ravages  of  sin   requires 


all  the  talents  he  has 

to  give,  ; 

nd  w 

en  any  of  them 

are  misused 

there  v 

ill    be   a 

sponHing   loss. 

Do   you   kne 

w   where   this    h 

11   be   located? 

Teacher,  mal 

e  a  poin 

ter  right 

here. 

Here  is  where 

the  rich  man 

failed, 

ind  who 

lost 

nost,  the  story 

plainly  tells. 

His  being 

clothed 

in    "pu 

rple  a 

nd   fine  linen" 

and  faring  " 

umptuo 

usly  every  day 

"  gives  an  in- 

sight  as  to  hi 

s  manne 

r  of  life  a 

nd  ho 

w  he  spent  his 

or  the  manner  of  his  stewardship.  In  the 
f  Christ  this  style  of  dressing  was  not  indica- 
tive of  the  worker,  but  of  the  idler,  and  for  such 
Lord  had  no  use.  In  this  world  of  sin,  strife 
and  warfare  there  is  no  neutral  ground.  The  great 
watchword  everywhere  is  "  Go."  Go,  preach  my 
Gospel;  go,  work  in  my  vineyard.  Go  out,  bring  in 
the  lost  ones.  Go,  feed  and  clothe  my  hungry  and 
naked  ones. 

He  was  not  only  an  idle  man,  but  he  spent  his 
idleness  in  sumptuous  living.  He  not  only  ate  to 
live,  but  he  lived  for  the  enjoyment  of  eating.  He 
was  like  the  other  rich  man  of  whom  Christ  speaks, 


and,  in  actions,  like  him,  he  said:  "Soul,  thou  hast 
much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years;  take  thine 
ease,  eat,  drink  and  be  merry." 

As  we  thus  look  at  him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
good  things  we  bring  before  us  the  second  picture 
on  this  side;  that  of  the  "  poor  man."  This  man  is 
made  prominent,  not  as  an  exemplary  character,— 
one  to  be  commended,  or  a  position  to  be  desired, 
— but  as  an  unfortunate  one  who  becomes  a  subject 
for  grace  and  mercy  on  the  part  of  the  rich  man, 
thus  affording  him  an  opportunity,  of  rightly  exer- 
cising his  stewardship,  or  profitably  investing  that 
which  the  Lord  had  entrusted  to  him.  His  being 
laid  at  his  gate,  full  of  sores,  and  in  a  helpless  con- 
dition, was  in  accord  with  the  custom  of  the  day, 
and  therefore  his  position  and  condition  appealed 
strongly  to  the  charity  and  sympathy  of  the  rich 
man,  and  the  great  possibilities  he  had,  to  afford 
him  the  expected  relief. 

While  there  has  been  much  speculation  as  to 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  give,  it  would  seem  that 
the  fact  given,  that  "  the  dogs  came  and  licked  his 
sores "  is  intended  to  show  that  even  the  dogs 
showed  more  mercy  towards  him  than  did  the  rich 
man. 

The  whole  tenor  of  the  lesson  seems  to  be  to 
show  that  he  misapplied  the  riches  entrusted  to 
him,  and  the  case  of  the  poor  man  is  given  to  show 
how  he  misapplied  and  the  result  that  may  follow. 
Had  he  shown  mercy  and  played  the  Good  Samar- 
atin,  the  whole  drift  of  the  lesson  would  have  been 
changed,  and  his  riches  would  have  proved  a  bless-- 
ing  to  him  instead  of  a  curse. 

ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

They  both  die.  The  immediate  cause  is  not  stat- 
ed, neither  do  we  have  a  tenable  inference.  Though 
Lazarus  was  a  beggar,  sick  with  sores,  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  he  died  of  hunger  more  than  the  rich  man 
died  of  over-eating.  But  they  died,  and  after  this- 
the  pictures  we  get  of  them  are  wonderfully 
changed, — a  complete  reversion  of  conditions. 
The  rich  man's  condition  of  enjoyment  is  changed! 
to  one  of  the  most  abject  misery,  beyond  hope  of 
repair.  The  poor  man's  condition  of  privation,, 
hunger  and  pain  is  changed  to  that  of  happy  asso- 
ciation, ease  and  comfort.  The  reason  for  the  first 
change  is  quite  apparent.  The  rich  man  was  an< 
unfaithful  steward  But  the  change  in  the  case  of 
the  beggar  is  not  so  apparent  from  the  circumstan- 
ces as  named.  The  mere  fact  that  men  become 
poor, — beggars,  get  full  of  sores,  sicken  and  die,  is. 
no  evidence  that  they  are  good.  Neither  is  heav- 
en and  eternal  life  merited  in  this  way.  We  must, 
therefore,  locate  his  change  on  the  supposed  fact 
tha*,  in  addition  to  his  being  poor,  he  was  also  a 
good  man  and  a  faithful  steward  of  the  little  that 
had  been  committed  to  him. 

While  the  lesson  may  have  been  intended  for  the 
Pharisee  and  the  Scribe,  to  whom  he  was  speaking, 
because  of  their  manner  of  life,  living,  as  they  did, 
on  the  fat  of  the  land,  in  condemning  the  honest 
toils  of  the  poor,  yet  it  certainly  comes  to  us  to  day 
with  equal  force.  A  rich  man  must  be  accepted  in 
a  relative  sense,  so  that  all  who  receive  from  the 
Lord  bountifully  and  close  their  hearts  against  the 
needs  of  the  unfortunate  poor  place  themselves  in 
this  rich  man's  condition,  and  to  so  continue,  and 
so  die  is  to  reap  the  same  reward. 

The  best  possible  lesson  we  can  draw  from  the 
narrative  is,  that  we  are  all  the  Lord's  stewards. 
That  which  he  commits  to  us,  whether  it  be  power 
of  intellect,  of  speech,  aptness  in  the  arts,  sciences, 
professions  or  amassing  wealth,  is  only  a  trust,  and 
we  are  to  use  it,  not  alone  for  our  own  aggrandize- 
ments, worldly  enjoyments  and  ease,  but  for  the 
good  and  comfort  of  others  as  well.  We  ought  to 
be  thankful  that  our  Good  Father  has  so  arranged 
our  conditions  and  associations  in  this  life  that  all 
the  possibilities  afforded  us  may  be  profitably  used 
in  bettering  and,  in  a  sense,  equalizing  conditions 
as  his  children.  And  if  so  done,  while  here,  it  will 
be  equally  so  over  yonder. 

The  lesson  is  an  important  one,  and  of  large  ap- 
plication. Let  us  carefully  study  it  now  that  we 
may  live  it  out  before  it  may  be  too  late. 

H.  B.  B. 
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CONSECRATION. 

BY  SADIE  BRALI.IER   NOFPSINGRK. 

"We  need  thy  spirit!     Ah,  thou  sovereign  Lord, 
Thy  spirit  of  compassion,  pardoning  grace 
And  love  serene,  enduring  and  divine. 
Ave,  love,— that  inmost  sympathy  for  souls 
Fit  for  an  anguish,  such  as  once  oozed  forth 
In  blood  and  groanings  on  Golgotha.    Lo, 
We  needs  must  have  thy  spirit  of  endurance, 
Of  abiding  faith,  the  which,  e'en  though  all 


irth  opposed, 
Through  the  git 
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CIRCLE  NOTES. 

We  need  first  this  week  to  thank  sister  Noff- 
singer  for  the  sweet  poem  that  appears  above.  O, 
that  in  every  heart  there  might  be  found  a  con- 
to   its  sentiment!     To  be  conse- 


tinuous  respon 
crated,  set  apart,  made  wholly  s; 
elusive  use  of  the  Lord,— if  this 
nating  passion  of  every  professor 
heathendom  would  soon  be  agio' 
light  and  missionary  victory. 

"Take  my  life  and  let  it  b 
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NEW  MEMB 


ing  Circle,"  and  some  not,  through  dint  of  hard 
labor,  purchased  a  special  edition  of  the.  "Life 
of  Judson."  Three  hundred  and  three  of  these 
books  have  been  mailed  to  that  many  of  our  min- 
isters and  church  -workers  free  of  charge.  We 
trust  all  the  books  have  reached  their  destination, 
and  that  some  good  may  have  been  accomplished. 

—We  have  yet  on  hand  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven  copies  of  these  books  which  we  purpose  mail- 
ing to  others  of  our  ministers  as  soon  as  we  have 
the  stamps  with  which  to  mail  them.  It  takes  three 
cents  to  send  each  book.  For  every  three-cent 
stamp  received,  the  Secretary  of  the  Reading  Cir- 
cle will  send  a  book  to  another  of  our  ministers. 
James  M.  Neff. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

"  My  husband  had  not  drank  for  many  years," 
were  the  words  of  a  wife,  grieving  over  a  recent 
temptation  yielded  to.  "  No,  not  for  many  years, 
until  last  week  when  he  was  treated  to  beer  by  an 
old  acquaintance  for  a  favor  done."  "  Oh,  it  was 
hard!"  "He  said  angry  words  to  me,— words  he 
does  not  say  when  he  has  no  beer."  Ah,  yes,  the 
habits  of  "many  years"  ago,  the  "old  acquaint- 
ances," what  a  power  they  have! 

It  was  our  privilege,  recently,  to  hear  John  B. 
De  Mott  give  his  lecture  on  "Character  Building," 
or,  "The  Harp  of  the  Senses."  As  an  apology 
for  giving  little  on  how  to  reform  the  character, 
he  said,  "  My  lecture  is  character  building,  the 
importance  of  starting  the  soul  right,  hence  I  must 
stick  to  my  text."  "  You  may  appeal  to  the  prodi- 
gal, and  I  am  always  glad  to  see  the  prodigal  re- 
turn, but  you  cannot  find  anywhere  in  the  Bible 
that  he  was  the  better  for  having  been  a  prodigal. 
Let  us  encourage  the  boys  who  do  not  want  to  be 
'Wild  oats 
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duty  call  us  into  the  midst  of  unfavorable  circum- 
stances, we  may,  with  the  help  of  God,  "environ 
our  environments."  Not  long  ago  I  heard  a  gen- 
tleman of  this  city  give  this  advice:  "  Never  walk 
through  bad  places  to  look  upon  sin  through  curi- 
osity." He  further  stated  that  many  innocent 
persons,  coming  from  the  country  to  this  wicked 
city,  go  down  into  the  depths  of  iniquity,  simply 
to  see  what  may  be  seen  and  never,  never  come 
out  as  pure  as  when  they  went  in.  This  is  in  per- 
fect keeping  with  Prof.  De  Mott's  scientific  state- 
ments. We  are  daily  feeding  and  nourishing  nerve 
cells  by  what  the  eye  sees  and  the  mind  feeds 
upon. 

»  »  * 
"  That  boy  is  on  a  fair  way  to  become  a  thief," 
is  a  quotation  from  a  recent  letter  received  from  the 
Superintendent  of  a  House  of  Correction.  Quick 
as  a  flash  our  mind  recalled  the  life  of  that  boy 
while  yet  at  home.  His  earlier  temptations  came 
through  his  mother's  pennies  not  properly  valued, 
change  let  lie  carelessly  about  in  the  cupboard,  or 
other  familiar  places.  A  penny  is  a  very  small 
sum,  and  yet  it  may  contain  the  germ  of  a  boy's 
ruin.  Mothers,  it  is  a  solemn  thing  to  laugh  at 
your  four-year-old  child  coming  home  with  candy 
bought  with  the  penny  that  should  have  been  econ- 
omized. 

Let  us  try  to  start  the  soul  right.  The  same 
protection  should  be  thrown  around  the  sons  that 
are  usually  thrown  around  the  daughters.  There 
can  never  be  a  truly  happy  home  until  there  can 
be  a  pure  soul  placed  by  the  side  of  another  pure 
soul.  Prof.  De  Mott's  concluding  statements  were, 
"Conserve  your  vitality."  "Have  an  inward  rev- 
erence for  your  own  body."  "  Remember  that 
thoughts  are  deeds  and  may  become  crimes."  May 
our  daily  prayer  be,  "  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know 
my  heart;  try  me  and  know  my  thoughts."  Pre- 
cious thought  to  him  who  would  cease  doing  evil 
and  learn  to  do  good,  that  God  will  search  tV 
heart  not  to  condemn  but  to  cleanse.  Have  /oil 
been  sinning,  come  to  God  with  a  penitent  heart, 
He  will  abundantly  pardon. 

■jl  Waller  Street,  Chicago,  III. 
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522,  Lydia  Brown,  Whitewater,  Ind.;  523,  O.  W. 
Leavell,  Unionville,  Iowa;  524,  J.  M.  Blocher, 
Warren sburg,  Mo.;  525,  Susie  Blocher,  Warrens- 
burg,  Mo.;  526,  Lydia  Blocher,  Warrensburg,  Mo.; 
William  M.  Hoover,  Elizabethtown, 
Co.,  Pa.;  528,  Mrs.  Harry  W.  Wolge- 
rin,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 

secretary's  notes. 
— In  reporting  progress  in  reading,  remember  to 
give  your  number. 

— In  sending  stamps,  please  send  only  one  and 
two-cent  stamps.     Others  we  cannot  use. 

— The  time  for  members  to  report  their  progress 
in  reading  is  now  past.  Some  have  reported,  some 
have  not.  Perhaps  many  have  not  noticed  that 
the  time  for  reporting  is  changed.  It  was  thought 
best  to  require  members  to  report  but  once  a  year, 
and  March  seemed  the  most  suitable  time.  We 
would  like  to  make  a  report  of  the  reading  that 
has  been  done,  and  in  looking  over  the  book,  we 
find,  considering  the  number  of  members  we  have, 
that  few  have  reported.  We  feel  sure  the  mem- 
bers are  reading,  but  have  simply  failed  to  report. 
We  kindly  ask  every  member  (who  has  not  yet  re- 
ported) to  report  what  reading  he  has  done,  even 
if  it  is  only  one  book.  We  should  like  to  have  all 
reports  in  by  the  last  of  April. 

—Some  time  ago,  a  number  of  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, some  connected  with  "  Our  Missionary  Read- 


not  only  of  doing  good,  but  of  a  power  for  evil 
not  easily  overcome.  Temptation  is  stored-up  vi- 
tality, acted  upon  by  a  stimulus.  The  character 
of  the  vitality  stored  up  will  determine  the  char- 
acter of  the  stimulus  affecting  it.  Ah,  the  danger 
of  the  quiet,  secret,  hidden  sin!  Every  such  act 
is  building  specialization  of  nerve  cells  that  will 
eventually  bring  us  into  bondage.  Have  you  ever 
heard  of  a  young  man  going  on  a  "  pleasure  trip 
and  upon  his  return  refusing  to  tell  all  he  saw? 


THE  LIFUAN  BIBLE. 


Some  one  has  said  that 
company  we  keep  when 
joy?  Do  we  love  to  mc 
pure  and  good?  Who  ai 
are  alone? 


we  are  best  known  by  the 
alone.  What  do  we  en- 
ditate  upon  that  which  is 
e  our  associates  when  we 


There  was  once  a  great  number  of  people  who 
had  the  privilege  of  looking  upon  a  beautiful  scene, 
— one  that  tended  to  lift  the  soul  to  that  which  is 
elevating  and  ennobling,  and  yet  in  that  throng 
there  were  three  young  men  whose  minds  went 
out  over  that  vast  multitude  in  search  of  the  im- 
pure, and  presently  their  inward  depravity  be- 
trayed itself  by  impure  words  from  their  own  lips, 
heard  by  a  by-stander  who  promptly  checked  their 
further  action.  Evidently  their  actions  were  the 
fruit  of  seed  previously  sown  and  nourished  within 
them. 

"  I  am  greatly  surprised  when  I  look  back  over 
the  few  years  I  have  lived  and  see  what  I  have 
passed  through.  When  I  think  of  all,  it  is  not 
much  wonder  that  my  better  desires  are  almost 
destroyed,  if  I  ever  had  any,"  said  a  young  man. 
Yes,  it  is  what  we  pass  1 
to   our   lives.     Let  us   sh 


Nearly  one  hundred  languages  never  had  a 
book,  an  alphabet,  or  a  written  language  until  the 
language  was  learned  and  written  down  by  mis- 
sionaries, and  the  Bible,  in  whole  or  in  part,  printed 
for  the  natives  to  read. 

The  Bible  Society  Reporter  publishes  a  letter 
from  J.  Radfield,  missionary  to  the  Loyalty  Islands 
in  the  Pacific,  describing  the  gladness  with  which 
the  natives  receive  the  Lifuan  Bible  prepared  for 
them  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society: 

"The  complete  Lifuan  Bible  is  an  unspeakable 
boon  to  our  people  and  a  blessing  to   our  work. 
Like  most  missionaries,  I  have  to  turn  my  attention 
to  a  variety  of  occupations  in  the  course  of  every 
day,  and  by  no  means  the  least  pleasant  and  in- 
teresting of  these  is  the  sale  of  the  new  and  com- 
plete Bible.     I  can  almost  tell   by   a   glance  at  a 
native's  face  that  he  has  come  to  buy  a  Bible.    "e 
approaches  me  with  a  stately,  self-contained  bear- 
ing,   quite   peculiar  to  the  occasion,  and  the  very 
antipodes  to  the  man  who  comes  to  beg  a  dose  0 
salts.    After  spending  a  minute  o*so  untying,  with 
the    aid   of   his   teeth,   a   series   of  dirty  scraps  of 
cloth,  he  produces  his  eleven  francs,  and  in  return 
receives   his   book.     Then    comes    the    interesting 
moment.     With  trembling  eagerness  he  seizes  t  e 
long-coveted   prize,   his    eyes   beaming  with  P 
and  his   face   beaming  with   happiness.     Now, 
length,  he  is  the  possessor  of  the  precious  voluljV 
Swiftly  he  glances   over  it  in  search  of  a  possi 
blemish,  sometimes  sitting  down  to  examine  e 
page.     Then,  stooping  over  it    with   much   ten    ^ 
solicitude,  he  wraps   it  in  a  handkerchief,  PlaC* 
in   a   mat   bag,   and   starts   for  his   home  jour  ^y- 
may   be   forty   or   sixty    miles 


,gh  that  gives  color  I  thousand   Bibles  you   consigned  to  us,  we  have  * 
the   evil,  and  should  |  ready  sold  about  1,500." 
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(Galen  B.  Rover,  Secretary.) 

THE  LltiHT  IS  BREAKING. 

The  light  is  breaking  through  the  night, 

The  promised  morning  gloweth, 
When  God  his  mercy  and  his  might 

To  every  people  showeth; 
His  heralds,  spreading  far  and  wide 

The  message  of  salvation. 
Are  drawing  thousands  to  his  side 

From  every  race  and  nation. 
The  isles  that  longed  his  light  to  see 

Are  now  in  hope  rejoicing; 
Before  him  now  they  bend  the  knee, 

And  praises  glad  are  voicing, 
The  Gospel  themes  they  love  to  sing — 

Christ's  life,  his  cross  and  glory — 
And  contrite  hearts  with  prayer  they  bring 

To  hear  his  gracious  story, 
bike  doves  that  to  their  windows  fly 

The  world  to  Christ  is  tending, 
The  sovereignty  of  the  Most  High 

Is  everywhere  extending; 
From  north  and  south,  from  cast  and  west, 

A  stream  to  Zion  floweth, 
And  nations  from  afar  are  blessed 
With  gifts  which  it  bestoweth. 

—  Gospel  in  All  Lands. 


Let  us  do  as  Paul  says  in  i  Cor.  16:  2,  "  Upon 
the  first  day  of  the  week  let  every  one  of  you  lay 
by  him  in  store,"  that  the  Lord's  house  may  be  full. 

Let  us  lay  up  one-tenth  of  all  our  increase,  Mai. 
3:  8,  13,  and  then  we  may  hear  that  welcome 
plaudit,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant;  en- 
ter thou  into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord." 

Then,  if  we  still  have  enough  that  we  are  tempt- 
ed to  spend  some  for  the  gratification  of  selfish 
lust,  let  us  give  that  unto  the  Lord  too,  that  we 
may  have  much  treasure  in  heaven. 

Independence,  Kans. 

MISSIONARY  WORK. 


At 


tidings  of  the  kingdom  of  God  to  the  other  cities 
also;  for  therefore  I  was  sent.'  These  tours  break 
down  prejudice  and  disarm  fear.  The  natives  see 
that  the  foreigner  has  not  horns  and  hoofs,  and 
does  not  go  about  like  a  dragon  spitting  out  fire 
and  death.  All  sorts  of  rumors  are  circulated. 
All  sorts  of  notions  are  prevalent.  Foreigners 
are  believed  to  be  spies  or  secret  enemies.  They 
have  some  bad  work  in  view.  At  first  the  sick 
will  not  take  medicine  from  them.  They  are 
afraid  that  there  is  some  charm  in  the  foreign 
remedy.  They  are  told  that  the  foreigner  can 
give  a  pill  that  will  make  them  become  Christians. 
He  can  give  them  another  pill  that  will  make 
them  go  to  church  every  Sunday,  whether  it  rains 


ONLY  A  FEW  WORDS  OR  A  FRIENDLY  ORASP. 

BY    MARTHA   CLICK. 

It  was  at  a  strange  place  and  the  sermon  was 
good.  After  services  were  over  I  wanted  to  speak 
to  the  preacher  but  when  starting  to  the  pulpit  he 
was  not  to  be  seen.  Where  was  he?  Back  at  the 
door,  ready  to  grasp  the  hand  with  this  greeting: 
"  Glad  to  have  you  with  us.  Come  again."  Was  it 
the  good  sermon  or  the  pleasant  greeting  that 
makes  me  anxious  to  go  again?  You  who  have 
been  to  strange  places  can  tell  how  much  good  a 
friendly  greeting  does.  Many  people  are  growing 
cold  and  indifferent,  even  staying  away  from  church 
because  they  do  not  feel  at  home. 

Our  brethren  need  improvement  along  this  line. 
The  preachers  and  deacons,  instead  of  standing 
around  the  pulpit,  should  get  back  and  speak  to 
those  too  timid  to  go  to  the  front.  Even  the  lay- 
members  can  do  much  to  enlarge  the  congregations 
by  speaking  to  strangers  and  making  poor  people 
feel  at  home. 

We  all  want  a  pleasant  greeting  on  the  other 
shore;  then  let  us  do  our  duty  here. 

Roanoke,  Va. 

WHY  IS  IT? 


Why  is  it  that  we,  as  a  church,  in  1895  gave  for 
foreign  missions  only  five  cents  (or  a  little  less) 
per  member  while  from  twenty-one  denominations 
the  average  is  forty  cents,  only  two  others  falling 
as  low  as  we  and  the  highest  being  S1.97  per  mem- 
ber?    Think  of  itl 

Are  we,  as  a  people,  so  poor  in  this  world's  goods 
that  we  can  do  no  more  thjtn  the  least?  Or  do  we 
lack  in  zeal  and  self-denial? 

The  question  will  be  asked  us  some  day,  What 
hast  thou  done  with  the  talent  which  I  gave  thee? 

There  are  thousands  of  God's  people— his  by 
creation,— who  have  never  heard  of  this  Son  or  of 
His  love  to  fallen  man.  Will  we  tell  them?  Not 
very  soon  at  the  present  rate  when  it  requires  16,- 
250  of  us  to  support  one  missionary  in  the  field. 

Now,  why  can-we  not  at  least  raise  this  amount 
ten  times  over  in  1896?  I  know  we  can  easy,  and 
do  much  more  than  that  for  the  home  work,  if  we 
will  go  at  it  systematically  and  not  spasmodically. 


idable  zeal  is  manifesting  itself  in  the 
church  in  missionary  work,  but  we  must  not  lost 
sight  of  the  fact  that  zeal  without  knowledge  is  dis 
astrous  to  the  success  of  any  enterprise  Zeal  pro 
pels;  knowledge  directs.  A  mariner  without  a 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  compass  and  helm,  might 
be  at  sea  all  the  time  and  never  gain  any  definite 
port.  Without  knowledge  we  might  do  as  Jesus 
said,  "  compass  sea  and  land  to  make  one  proselyte, 
and  then  only  a  child  of  hell.  Knowledge  makes  a 
child  of  God,  knowledge  points  out  the  work,  sur- 
veys the  magnitude  of  it,  tells  what  sacrifice  must  be 
made,  what  qualifications  the  missionary  must  have 
to  do  a  good  work.  The  motive  must  be  pure. 
The  sole  object  must  be  to  save  souls. 

Sight  seeing,  spying  out  the  country,  seeking 
congenial  climate,  being  financially  supported,  hav- 
ing the  name  of  a  missionary,  with  many  other 
things,  may  present  themselves  to  the  mind,  but 
knowledge  suggests  that  all  such  considerations 
should  be  expunged  from  the  heart,  and  a  full, 
and  pure  consecration  to  the  work  follow;  hence  the 
reasonable  and  critical  examination  of  those  sent. 

The  church,  in  order  to  retain  her  distinctive 
features,  must  know,  as  far'as  possible,  who  she  is 
sending.  Even  then  we  may  be  disappointed,  but 
God  can  not  be  deceived. 

camination,  had  in  the  fear  of  God,  with- 
ental  reservation  on  the  part  of  the  broth- 
er or  sister  sent,  and  after  they  are  found  true  to 
the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  as  interpreted  by  the 
church,  then  zeal  can  be  consistently  applied  as 
the  propelling  power,  and  the  work  will  move  on 
and  be  well  done. 

The  command,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  "  be- 
longs to  the  church,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  her 
respect  her  mission,  in  aiding,  and  encouraging 
her  medium,— the  General  Missionary  Committee, 
with  the  necessary  means,  etc.,  yet  there  is  room  for 
improvement.  Some  do  not  seem  to  realize  the  im- 
portance of  the  work,  or  appreciate  the  responsibil- 
ity resting  upon  said  Committee,  so  as  to  give  them 
their  sympathies,  prayers,  a: 
workers  with  one  another  ar 
cess  and  the  blessing.  The 
in  its  results,  requiring  raon 
and  prudence.  They  must 
necessary;  supply  the  many 
proper  material  to  send;  se 
coming,  necessary  for  the  work,  ana  also  juai 
ly  and  wisely  applied,  so  that  the  Brotherhoo 
sanction  the  work.  Above  all  they  should  so 
that  the  Lord  may  be  pleased  with  it. 
Booth,  Kans. 
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MISSIONARY  WORK  IN  CHINA. 

:iples, 


A.  McLean,  of  the  Di 

the  world.     In   a  recent  issue  of  the 

has  this  to  say  of  missionary  work  in  Chin; 

"  No  missionary  confines  his  labors  to  1 

He   has  his   center   where   he   carries   on 

nter  he  goes    out   into  the 

i  was  Christ's  method.     He 


trip  around 
Standard  he 


adjacent 
did  not 


From   t 

country. 

build  a   cathedral   in    Nazareth  or  Jerusalem,  and 

say,   '  Let   the   people    come    to  ,me.'     He    went 

about  in  all  Galilee,  and   Peraea,  and  Samaria,  and 

Iuda:a      Once  the  people  wanted  to  tie  him  down 

in  their  midst.     He  said,  '  I  must  preach  the  good 


yens 


SAY,  WHY  NOT  OET  A  FARM? 

"  My  homeless  friend,  with  chromatic  nose,  while 
you  are  stirring  up  the  sugar  in  a  glass  of  gin,  let 
me  give  you  a  fact  to  wash  down  with  it.  You 
may  say  you  have  longed  for  years  for  the  free,  in- 
dependent life  of  the  farmer,  but  have  never  been 
able  to  get  money  enough  together  to  buy  a  farm. 
But  that  is  just  where  you  are  mistaken.  For  some 
n  drinking  a  good,  improved 
:d  square  feet  a  gulp, 
figure  it  out  yourself, 
ntains  43,560  square  feet.  Esti- 
mating for  convenience,  the  land  at  S43.56  an  acre, 
you  will  see  that  it  brings  the  land  to  just  one  mill 
per  square  foot,  or  one  cent  for  ten  square  feet. 
Now  you  pour  down  the  fiery  dose  and  imagine  you 
are  swallowing  a  strawberry  patch.  Call  in  five 
of  your  friends  and  have  them  help  you  gulp  down 
that  five  hundred-foot  garden.  Go  on  a  prolonged 
spree  some  day  and  see  how  long  it  requires  to 
swallow  a  pasture  big  enough  to  feed  a  cow.  Put 
down  that  glass  of  gin,— there's  dirt  in  it,— one 
hundred  feet  of  good,  rich   dirt,   worth  843.56  per 


have 

farm  at  the  rate  of  a  hundr 
If  you  doubt  this  statement 


The  following  incident  shows  a  missionary  spirit 
that  is  by  no  mean's  to  be  despised.  At  a  certain 
place  a  "collection  was  being  taken  for  the  foreign 
mission,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  the  minister,  a 
member  of  the  congregation,  in  by  no  means  af- 
fluent circumstances,  gave  a  donation  of  S100.  The 
clergyman  was  pleased,  but  there  was  a  misgiving 
as  to  whether  the  giver  could  afford  such  a  sum, 
and  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  see  his  parishioner 
about  it.  Accordingly,  he  called  upon  him,  and 
after  inquiring  about  his  wife  and  family,  he  said, 
'  Now,  John,  are  you  sure  that  you  can  give  away 
SlOO?  Will  it  not  make  you  short  of  money  for 
your  family  wants?  Will  it  not  cause  some  of  your 
debtors  to  wait  for  their  money?  You  know,  John, 
you  must  be  just  before  you  are  generous.'  '  Oh, 
sir,'  said  the  man,  '  you  know  what  I  was  before  I 
was  converted.  I  was  a  drunkard,  with  scarcely  a 
coat  to  my  back,  or  a  shoe  to  my  feet;  but  God 
saved  me,  and  has  prospered  me  since  then.  I 
have  now  a  comfortable  home,  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren are  well  chd,  I  have  some  money  in  the  sav- 


ings 


bank, 


do  not  ( 


ent.     Oh, 
myself, 


;  I 
.  I  have 


cannot  go  to  preach  the  Gospe 
not  the  ability  to  tell  the  story  of  Christ,  all  I  can 
do  is  to  give  of  my  substance  to  enable  others  more 
suited  for  the  work  to  tell  forth  the  name  of  Jesus 
throughout  the  world."  A  few  hundred  such  earn- 
est givers  would  be  a  power  for  good  in  the  world. 


diffuse  itself  : 
that  flames  s 


ipossible  for  the  Christian  life  not  to 
;  that  living  water  should  not  flow  or 
ould  not  rise." 
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I  importance,  but  plcf 


whum  it  is  addressed.    If  1 

Op-Whcn  changing  yow 
lutu.cn.hliCBSinlull.SOas 
BTDo  not  send  persona 

O^Kcmlttances  should 
New  York,  Phlhvklphia  or 
and  addressed  to'^Brcthre 

[^-Entered  at  tho  Post- 


ido  1 


I   siM.'H.rilur: 


glViB 


iddress,  please  give  your  former  as  well  as  your 

a  avoid  delay  and  misunderstanding. 

checks  or  drafts  on  Interior  banks,  unless  you 

1  to  pay  lor  collection. 

B  made  by  Post-office  Money  Order,  Drafts  on 

;hicago,  or  Registered  Letters,  made  payable 

's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  111." 

fficcnt  Mount  Morris,  III.,  as  second-class  mat- 


Mount  Morris,  111.,  April  18,  1896. 


Thk  feast  at  Booth,  Kans. 
June  g,  as  stated  heretofore. 


Bro.  A.  B.  Fisher   reports  two 
to  the  church  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 


Bro.  Archie  VanDyke  is  to  1 
n  Kan i as  on  the  Standing  Cor 


aresent  Northeast- 
nittee. 


IE  address  of  ]esse  Y.  Heckler  is    now  changed 
1  Alvo,  to  Elmwood,  Cass  County,  Nebraska. 


The  next  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northern  Illi- 
nois will  be  held  in  the  Milledgeville  church, 
Sept.  18.  

Bro.  Daniel  Snell  closed 
amsboro,  Ind.,  with  six 
tism  and  two  reclaimed. 


eetings  at  Ad- 
— four  by  bap- 


Eleven  accessions  are  reported 
hurch,  Tt-nn.,  as  the  result  of  a  seri 
ccently  held  in  that  place. 


the 


Midway 
neetings 


!  reports  more  applicants  for  bap- 
His  interesting  and  encouraging 


Bro.  Fercke 
tism  in  Smyrna 
letter  will  appe 

Bro.  N.  J.  Rodgers  writes  that  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings  is  in  progress  at  Hoovers- 
ville,  Pa.  Two  were  baptized  last  week.  Bro.  I. 
N.  H.  Beahm  is  doing  the  preaching. 


Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  recently  closed  a  series  of 
neetings  in  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Ohio,  where 
even  young  people  were  gathered  into  the  fold. 


A  writer  says  that  what  are  now  known  as 
"first  class"  churches  in  the  cities,  are  only  "  ex- 
pensive luxuries,"  and  are  therefore  not  intended 
for  the  poor.  Were  Jesus  to  enter  one  of  them, 
followed  by  the  mixed  multitude,  as  in  days  of 
yore,  there  would  be  a  flutter  among  the  stylish 
worshipers.  

We  commend  the  spirit  and  sentiment  of  the 
following  from  Word  and  Works:  "How  about 
'wars  and  rumors  of  wars'  just  now?  Can  you 
put  your  finger  on  the  spot  on  the  world's  map 
where  there  is  not  actual  hostility,  or  nervous 
apprehension  of  possible  clashing  of  arms?  While 
the  children  of  this  world   are  looking  and  schem- 


ing and  wondering  hov 
is  it  not  a  time  for  belie 
to  look  for  great  and 
his  power,  guiding  his  1 
toward  a  speedy  cons 
most  solemn  convictior 
faith." 


things  an 
ers  in  God 
startling  m 
ternal  plan 
mmation? 


going  to  fall, 
and  his  Christ 
inifestations  of 

and  purposes 


-our  settled   and  joyo 


It  is  to  be  fea-ed  that  too  little  attention  is  given 
to  reading  the  Scriptures  in  our  public  assemblies. 
It  has  become  customary  for  ministers  to  read  or 
quote  a  short  text,  and  from  this  preach  a  sermon. 
Not  unfrequently  is  this  the  only  Scripture  used  in 
the  service,  and  as  a  result  the  Word  of  God  is 
kept  from  the  people.  We  ought  to  have  more 
reading  from  the  Bible  in  all  of  our  services,  and  it 
ought  to  be  good  reading,  such  as  may  be  well  un- 
derstood and  will  make  a  good  impression  on  the 
mind  of  the  hearers.  Perhaps  there  is  no  one  thing 
so  poorly  done  in  the  religious  assemblies  as  the 
reading  of  the  Scriptures'.  The  reverence  we  have 
for  the  Sacred  Record  has  led  us  to  excuse  blunders 
that  would  not  be  tolerated  when  reading  from  any 
other  book.  We  suggest  that  ministers  give  more 
attention  not  only  to  the  reading  of  the 
to  the  people,  but  to  good  reading,  such 
clearly  understood,  and  will  properly  i 
audience. 


iptures 
nay  be 


APPEALING  TO  THE  GOSPEL. 


Dr.  Ira  R.  Hicks,  of  Almanac  fame,  seems  to 
have  reached  the  conclusion  that  earthquakes  are 
more  frequent  about  the  time  of  the  full  moon. 
He  calls  on  the  public  to  give  special  attention  to 
these  periods.  For  April  the  moon  will  be  full 
the  27th. 

In  No.  13  we  stated  that  Bro.  J.  B.  Loaper,  of 
Fredonia,  Cal.,  would  be  pleased  to  correspond 
with  a  minister  who  would  come  to  his  place  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings.  We  now  state  that  he 
should  be  addressed  at  Fredonia,  Bent  Co.,  Colo., 
instead  of  California. 

Bro.  T.  T.  Myers  writes  that  three  recently 
united  with  the  church  in  Philadelphia  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism.  The  church  is  to  be  represent- 
ed by  delegates  at  both  the  District  and  Annual 
Meeting.  He  also  states  that  there  is  quite  a  good 
feeling  upon  the  part  of  the  members. 

Under  date  of  March  26,  Bro,  Miller  writes  us- 
from  Yokohomo,  Japan,  stating  that  he  and  sister 
Miller  were  enjoying  the  very  best  of  health. 
They  expect  to  reach  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  on  board 
the  steamship  China.  He  may  be  addressed  at 
San  Francisco,  in  care  of  Thos.  Cook  and  Son. 


member  for  wearing  gold  as  an  ornament,  costly 
array,  or  anything  else  unbecoming  devout  peo- 
ple, why  not  refer,  for  our  authority,  to  the  chap- 
ter and  the  verse?  This  is  the  real  design  of  the 
decisions  made  by  the  Conference,  from  time  to 
time.  It  was  never  intended  by  the  wise  coun- 
selors of  the  past,  that  we  should  appeal  to  them 
as  the  standards  of  authority.  In  each  and  all 
instances,  they  appealed  to  the  Gospel  directly, 
and  we  can  do  them  no  greater  honor  than  to  do 
likewise.  So  far  as  the  attitude  of  our  Conferences 
is  concerned,  we  are  a  unit  on  dress,  the  covering 
and  similar  questions.  Whatever  diversity  there 
may  be,  is  outside  of  the  actions  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  pertains  solely  to  individuals,  and,  pos- 
sibly, in  a  few  instances,  to  local  churches.  The 
only  way  our  Conference  ever  reached  this  unity 
in  sentiment,  was  by  appealing  to  the  Sacred  Rec- 
ord as  their  only  standard.  This  the  Brother- 
hood had  the  power  to  do,  and  the  same  power  is 
in  the  hands  of  every  church  in  the  Fraternity. 
It  is  wise  in  us  to  consult  the  Minutes  to  see  where 
our  fathers  stood,  and  where  the  Conference  now 
stands,  on  such  questions  as  may  not  seem  so 
clear  to  us,  but  when  it  comes  to  administering 
church  discipline,  we  should  appeal  direct  to  the 
"thus  saith  the  Lord."  Those  willing  to  do  this 
are  not  calling  for  more  decisions,  but  they  are 
praying  for  the  needed  wisdom  to  properly  carry 
out  those  we  already  have.  J.  h.  m. 


THE  CLIMAX  OF  INCONSISTENCY. 


cord 


Two  weeks  ago  it  was  stated  that  "we  have  had 
enough  queries  on  dress,  the  covering  and  other 
similar  questions."  We  did  not  mean  that  these 
questions,  hereafter,  are  to  be  ignored  in 
church  councils.  In  the  administration  of  church 
government  we  need  to  give  as  much  attention  to 
the  recommendations  and  warnings  thus  set  forth 
by  the  Annual  Conference,  as  in  any  former  period. 
But  we  do  think  that  there  is  enough  in  the  Min- 
utes to  meet  every  needed  phase  of  these  ques- 
tions, and  to  add  more,  would  be  to  merely  re- 
peat what  has  already  been  decided  upon.  The 
Messenger  has  no  thought  of  departing  from  any 
of  the  Gospel  principles  maintained  by  the  ancient 
Brethren  who  set  on  foot  the  grand  reformatory 
movement  with  which  we  are  identified.  From 
time  to  time  the  Annual  Meeting  has  thought 
proper,  in  answer  to  queries,  to  express  herself 
concerning  the  application  of  these  principles. 
This  she  did  with  a  view  of  unifying  the  Brother- 
hood on  such  questions  as  were  presented  for  con- 
sideration. We  are  not  only  in  accord  with  the 
Gospel  principles  here  referred  to,  but  are  in  har- 
mony with  the  recommendations  of  the  Conference 
respecting  the  best  methods  of  carrying  out  these 
principles.  We  see  no  reason  for  departing  from 
these  recommendations,  nor  do  we  find  any  occa- 
sion for  more  decisions  regarding  them. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  we  have  been 
urging  our  members  to  do,  and  we  repeat  it  here 
We  insist  upon  them  going  back  to  the  original 
foundation  for  their  authority.  This  is  what  th 
Annual  Meeting  aims  to  do;  it  is  what  our  ancient 
Brethren  did  long  before  there  were  any  Annual 
Meetings  among  them,  and  most  assuredly  we  can 
do  the  same  now.     When  we^want  to  discipline  a 


Probably  the  most  inconsistent  thing  1 
occurred  in  Chicago  last  Sunday  morning,  when 
Robert  G.  Ingersoll,  by  invitation  of  the  pastor, 
occupied  a  so-called  Christian  pulpit,  and  dis-  * 
coursed  to  a  densely-packed  house,  composed  of 
people,  many  of  whom  professed  to  be  the  humble 
followers  of  the  very  Jesus  that  the  noted  infidel 
has  derided  lo,  these  many  years.  When  an  out 
and  out  infidel  occupies  a  Christian  pulpit  then 
the  climax  of  inconsistency  has  been  reached. 
The  services  were  opened  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  prayer  the  pastor  said: 

great   Supreme   Ruler,  our  guest    and 


"  Remember, 
friend  who  is  with  us  this  : 
life.  Put  thine  arms  about 
message  all  tenderness,  anc 
And  some  day,  as  he  has  sai 
rest,  life's  fitful  fever  o'er;  an 


,cf»l 


is  wife  and  children.  Make  his 
ruth,  and  nobility  of  friendship, 
make  him  a  pillow  on  which  to 
s  all  into  glory, 


may  have  peace  and  rest,  through  Je: 


sChri 


What  faith  has  Ingersoll  in  such  a  prayer!  Or 
what  confidence  has  he  in  the  man  who  will  invite 
him  into  his  pulpit  and  then  offer  a  prayer  in 
his  behalf,  since  he  believes  not  in  a  God  who 
hears  prayer?  By  way  of  introduction,  or  rather 
excuse  for  inviting  his  "friend,"  the  pastor  said: 

"  Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  a  little  bit  of  my  mind  in 
sending  for  our  friend.  Men  can  afford  to  think  only  about 
their  agreements.  The  agreement  between  Colonel  Ingersoll 
and  myself  is,  first,  that  he  is  a  man,  and,  secondly,  a  man 
who  is  endeavoring  to  do  good  and  make  this  world  better. 
That  being  so,  I  have  no  time  to  disagree  with  him.  When- 
ever I  see  a  man  doing  good,  whether  he  believes  in  God  or 
not,  I  believe  that  God  is  there  and  the  truth  is  advanced." 

This  discourse  was  characteristic  of  the  man's 
ability  to  please  a  people  having  little  or  no  regard 
for  the  Bible  or  the  Christian  religion.  It  was  a 
cunningly-devised  oration,  containing  just  enough 
of  plausible  and  sensible  suggestions  to  induce  the 
audience  to  drink  in  the  whole  thing,  infidelity  and 


He 
the  Christi; 


one  th 
world  to 


E,  h 


r,  that  should  put 
3pen  shame.    We  refer 


to  his  treatment  of  the  war  and  military  question. 
He  said: 

"  Every  good  man,  every  good  woman  should  try  to  u° 
away  with  war  and  stop  the  appeal  to  savage  force.  Man  in 
a  savage  state  relies  upon  his  strength  and  decides  for  him- 
self what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong.  Civilized  men  do  no 
settle  their  differences  by  a  resort  to  arms.  They  submit  we 
quarrels  to  arbitrators  and  courts."  This  is  the  great  diner- 
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ce  between  the  savage  and  the  civilized.  Nations,  howev- 
"'  sustain  the  relations  of  savages  to  each  other.  There  is 
„o  way  of  settling  tbeir  disPut<;S'  Each  nation  decides  for 
itself,  and  each  nation  endeavors  to  carry,  its  decision  into 
effect.  This  produces  war.  Thousands  of  men  at  this  mo- 
pent  are  trying  to  invent  more  deadly  weapons  to  destroy 
their  fellow  men.  For  1,800  years  peace  has  been  preached, 
and  yet  the  civilized  nations  are  the  most  warlike  of  the 
world.  There  are  in  Europe  to-day  between  1 1 ,000,000  and 
13  ooo.ooo  of  soldiers  ready  to  take  the  field,  and  the  frontiers 
ol' every  civilized  nation  are  protected  by  breastwork  and 
f„,t.  The  sea  is  covered  with  steel-clad  ships  filled  with 
missiles  of  death.  The  civilized  world  has  impoverished  it- 
and  the  debt  of  Christendom,  mostly  for  war,  is  now 


irly  S3°.° 


The 


be  paid.  It  has  to  be  paid  by  labor,— much  of  it  by  the  poor, 
—by  those  who  are  compelled  to  deny  themselves  almost  the 
necessities  of  life.  This  debt  is  growing  year  by  year.  There 
must  be  a  change  or  Christendom  will  be  bankrupt. 

The  interest  on  this  debt  amounts  at  least  to  Sooo.ooo.ooo 
a  year,  and  the  cost  of  supporting  armies  and  navies,  of  re- 
pairing ships,  of  manufacturing  new  engines  of  death,  prob- 
ably amounts,  including  the  interest  on  the  debt,  to  at  least 
s6,ooo,ooo  a  day.  Allowing  ten  hours  for  a  day,  that  is,  for 
a  working  day,  the  waste  of  war  is  at  least  §600,000  an  hour, — 


that  1 


Think  of  all  this  being  paid  for  the  purpose  of  killing  and  p 
paring  to  kill  our  fellow  men.    Think  of  the  good  that  could 
be  done  with  this  vast  sum  of  money, — the  schools  that  could 
be  built,  the  wants  that  could  be  supplied.    Think  of  the 
homes  it  would  build,  the  children  it  would  clothe. 

If  we  wish  to  do  away  with  war,  we  must  provide  for  the 
settlement  of  national  differences  by  an  international  court." 

While  he  favored  a  few  reforms,  worthy  of  some 
note,  and  said  a  good  thing  or  two,  notably  the 
above,  yet  he  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple more  infidel  poison  than  they  will  get  rid  of 
this  side  of  the  judgment.  The  preacher  who  in- 
vited Ingersoll  into  his  pulpit  will  yet  rue  the  day 
he  exposed  his  congregation  to  the  poisonous 
vapors  of  infidelity.  Their  souls  are  stained,  and 
all  through  life  they  will  be  afflicted  with  the  great 
sin  that  doth  so  easily  beset  the  masses.      J.  H.  M. 


QUERISTS'  DEPARTMENT. 


What  is  to  be  done  in  a  case  like  this:  The  majority  of  our 
church  is  opposed  to  Sunday  schools,  and  for  that  reason 
we  cannot  have  any.  We  would  very  much  like  to  have  Sun- 
day schools,  but  this  is  the  way  the  matter  stands.  There 
are  other  Sunday  schools  around  us.  Will  it  be  right  for  us 
to  take  part  in  them?  V.  K.  S. 

It  is  very  unfortunate  for  a  church  to  stand  op- 
posed to  a  well-conducted  Sunday  school.  It  is 
one  of  the  things  that  no  church  can  afford  to  do. 
She  runs  too  great  a  risk  in  losing  the  children 
and  the  young  people.  For  years  before  the 
Brethren  had  schools  of  their  own,  the  writer  at- 
tended those  conducted  by  others,  but  always  de- 
fended the  principles  of  the  church  when  occa- 
sion demanded  it.  If  it  becomes  necessary  for  you 
to  attend  other  schools,  until  the  Brethren  have 
one  of  their  own,  why  not  introduce  at  least  a  part 
of  our  literature?  By  so  doing  some  good  may 
come  out  of  a  temporary  misfortune. 

Who  is  the  bride  of  Christ,  the  church  or  the  company 
that  stood  with  the  Lamb  on  Mount  Zion?  If  it  is  the  church 
who  are  the  guests?  If  not  the  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
thousand,  Rev.  14:  1,  as  some  claim  they  are,  whom  do  they 
represent?  W.  H.  Miller. 

The  church  of  which  the  New  Jerusalem  is  a 
'ype,  is  the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife.  Rev.  21:  9; 
Eph.  5:  32;  2  Cor.  11:  2.  Considered  collectively 
'he  members,  as  a  body,  are  to  become  the  bride, 
but  considered  individually,  each  one  becomes  a 
guest.  The  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thousand 
are  only  a  part  of  the  church. 

What  are  we  to  understand  the  triumphal  entry  into  Jeru- 
salem to  typify,  or  teach  us,  and  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
'alter  clause  of  Luke  10:  40?  J-  R.  Miller. 

We  are  not  aware  that  the  event  was  intended  to 
typify  anything.  As  a  matter  of  sacred  history,  it 
w«  the  fulfilling  of  prophecy  (Matt.  21:  5).  and 
shows  the  strong  hold  Jesus  had  on  the  minds  of 
'he  masses  at  that  period.  By  Luke  19:  40,  we 
may  understand  that  the  period  for  his  triumphant 
entry  having  come,  there  must  be  praises  becom- 
lnE  the  occasion,  and  had  not  the  people  done  hon- 
or  to   the   event,  the  very,  stones,  by.  miraculous 


power,  would  have   cried  out,  and  have  rendered 
praise. 

Please  explain   through  the  Gospel  Messenger  the  fol- 
lowing  Scripture,  Heb.  7:  IS:  "For  there  is  verily  a  disan- 
nulling of  the  commandment  going  before  for  the  weakness 
and  unprofitableness  thereof."    And  who  was  Melchisedec? 
D.  D.  Shaffer. 

By  "disannulling  of  the  commandment"  refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  setting  aside  of  the  command- 
ment relating  to  the  priesthood  under  the  Mosaic 
law.  The  law  of  Moses  having  been  nailed  to  the 
cross, — taken  out  of  the  way,— the  whole  priest- 
hood went  with  it.  Christ  becomes  the  High- 
priest,  not  after  the  Aaronic  order,  but  after  the 
order  of  Melchisedec,  who  was  a  priest  of  God,  in 
the  time  of  Abraham,  by  special  appointment. 
The  title  to  the  priesthood  from  Melchisedec, 
reached  over  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  and  extend- 
ed to  Christ,  without,  in  any  sense,  depending  upon 
the  tribe  pertaining  to  the  priestly  orders.  Mel- 
chisedec was  the  King  of  Salem,  the  ancient  site 
of  Jerusalem,  in  the  time  of  Abraham,  and  is 
pointed  out  as  the  type  of  Christ.  Psa.  110:4.  He 
was  a  priest  of  the  Most  High  God,  without  hav- 
ing descended  from  any  family  of  the  priesthood, 
and  for  that  reason  is  said  to  have  been  without 
father,  mother,  or  descent.  That  is,  his  parents 
did  not  belong  to  a  priestly  order.  His  appoint- 
ment was  from  God  direct. 

Please  explain  the  parable  of  the  tares,  as  mentioned  in 
Matt.  13:  29,  30.  Do  we  understand  that  the  good  and  the  bad 
are  to  remain  together  until  the  harvest,  which  means  the  end 
of  the  world?  N.  Wimmer. 

The  good  and  bad  are  to  remain  together  in  the 
world,  until  the  end.  From  this  we  are  not  to  in- 
fer that  the  good  and  bad  are  to  be  purposely  re- 
tained in  the  church  until  the  harvest.  The  para- 
ble relates  mainly  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  world  as  a  whole,  and  should  not  be  strictly 
applied  to  the  church,  for  it  is  the  duty  of  th 
church  of  Christ  to  withdraw  from  those  that 
walk  disorderly.  2  Thess.  3:  6.  But  in  the  end 
the  angels  will  gather  the  wheat  from  all  parts  of 
the  world  into  the  garner,  and  the  tares,  or 
ones,  will  then  be  destroyed. 

In  answer  to  D.  M.  C,  we  say,  that  when  poor 
members  need  help,  the  application  for  assistant 
should  be  presented  to  the  church  where  the  poo 
member  holds  his  membership.  It  is  not  prop- 
er for  another  congregation  to  act  in  a  case  of 
the  kind  without  either  consulting  or  having  some 
understanding  with  the  other  congregation. 
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AMONG  THE  PEOPLE. — HOME  LIFE. 

At  Bulsar,  and  at  other  places,  we  went  into  the 
homes  of  the  natives  and  saw  something  of  th 
home-life  and  to  this  we  now  direct  attention.  The 
houses  of  the  poor  in  villages  or  in  the  native  quar 
ters  of  the  large  cities  may  be  described  as  mere 
mud  huts.  Usually  a  group  of  them  are  built  to 
gether,  with  an  open  space  or  yard  in  front.  Th( 
mud  walls  are  very  thick  and  the  thatched  roof 
made  of  rice  straw  is  several  feet  in  depth.  B; 
boo,  which  is  very  strong  and  tough,  and  grows 
abundantly  in  India,  enters  largely  into  the  con- 
struction of  the  hut.  A  basket-like  frame  work 
with  heavy  corner  posts  is  first  set  up  and  this  is 
plastered  over  inside  and  out  with  mud  until  the 
required  thickness  is  obtained.  The  rafters  and 
lathing  for  the  straw  roof  are  also  of  bamboo  and 
are  held  firmly  in  place  by  being  tied  together  with 
rope  made  of  the  fibre  of  the  cocoanut  husk.  The 
doors  are  low  and  narrow  and  one  must  stoop  to 
enter.  Those  we  entered  were  without  windows. 
In  Central  and  Southern  India  the  houses  are  built 
not  as  a  protection  from  cold  but  from  heat  and 
rain,     In  front  the  roof  extends  some  five  or  six 
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feet  and  is  supported  with  posts.     This  extension 
forms  the  veranda.     The  floor  of  the  hut  is  usually 
raised  several  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground, 
id  is  made  of  earth  tramped  solid. 

Generally  the  house  is  divided  into  three  com- 
partments, the  veranda,  which  is  sitting-room  and 
lor,  and  the  interior  sleeping  and  store  rooms. 
The  natives  spend  much  of  their  time  in  the  open 
air  and  the  veranda  is  a  favorite  place  for  sitting. 
Here  visitors  are  received  and  entertained,  the 
ground  floor  being  provided  with  bamboo  mats. 

The  better  grade  of  houses  are  occasionally  built 
of  brick,  are  one  story  high,  but  usually  have  but 
two  or  three  rooms  in  them.  These  may  also  have 
windows.  The  houses  of  the  rich  classes  are  well 
and  substantially  built,  usually  of  brick,  and  are 
comfortably  furnished. 

Let  us  go  into  one  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the 
poorer  classes.  There  is  a  group  of  them  together. 
We  enter  the  yard  which  is  shaded  by  a  grove  of 
cocoanut  palms.  From  a  large  tree  at  one  side  a 
red  flag  is  flying,  marking  the  location  of  the  family 
idol.  The  owner  meets  us,  and,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion from  Bro.  Stover,  says:  "Yes,  that  is  our 
God,"  pointing  to  an  ugly  caricature  of  the  human 
face  painted  red  and  reeking  with  oil  and  filth.  We  ""> 
were  shown  through  the  house  and  found  not  a  sin- 
gle piece  of  furniture  in  it.  Bedsteads,  chairs, 
stools,  benches,  tables  or  wardrobes  were  not  to  be 
seen.  On  a  bamboo  pole  hung  several  cotton 
quilts,  which  served  as  beds.  A  stone  hand-mill, 
similar  to  those  used  in  Palestine,  and  a  number  of 
earthen  vessels  stood  in  one  corner.  In  several 
rude  baskets  were  the  poultry  belonging  to  the 
housekeeper.  As  it  was  evening  the  owner  in- 
formed us  that  they  were  gathered  in,  otherwise 
they  would  fall  a  prey  to  the  jackals.  The  house- 
holder led  by  the  hand  his  oldest  son,  a  bright  lit- 
tle fellow  about  four.  His  dress  was  that  provided 
by  nature.  A  small  silver  coin  brought  a  smile  to 
his  face  as  he  placed  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  and 
said,  "  Salaam  Sahib." 

Chairs  are  never  used  by  the  poorer  classes. 
The  native  squats  down,  bringing  the  heels  close  up 
to  the  hips  with  the  chin  almost  between  the  knees; 
others  sit  down  flat,  folding  the  lower  limbs  in  front 
of  them.  In  this  way  they  rest.  If  you  gave  them 
a  chair  they  would  use  it  one  of  the  two  ways  here 
described.  We  have  seen  them  many  times  sit  in 
this  way  on  the  seats  in  the  cars.  We  confess  we 
often  envied  them  the  ability  to  sit  down  and  rest 
quite  independent  of  such  modern  inventions  as 
chairs. 

The  food  of  the  people  is  almost  entirely  vege- 
table. At  some  places  the  flesh  of  goats  offered  to 
idols  is  eaten,  as  it  is  not  considered  wrong  to  take 
life  for  this  purpose.  Fish  are  also  eaten  in  some 
districts  but  a  strictly  vegetable  diet  with  milk  and 
its  products  is  the  general  rule.  Among  the  mass- 
es of  the  laboring  classes,  rice  of  the  poorest  quali- 
ty, and  pulse,  a  coarse,  nutritious  grain,  similar  to 
that  eaten  by  Daniel  and  the  Hebrew  children  at 
Babylon,  with  a  little  milk,  a  kind  of  butter  and 
curds,  are  the  staple  articles  of  food.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  many  of  these  people  work  for 
four  cents  a  day,  and  are  compelled  often  to  support 
a  large  family  on  from  two  to  three  dollars  a 
month,  it  will  be  understood  that  the  bill  of  fare 
cannot  be  an  elaborate  one. 

Knives  and  forks,  and,  in  many  cases,  even  plates 
are  not  used.  When  the  food  has  been  prepared, 
each  member  of  the  family  is  served  with  a  portion 
on  a  piece  of  plantain  or  banana  leaf,  and  the  fingers 
are  found  to  be  much  more  convenient  than  forks. 
It  is  interesting  to  see  how  skillfully  rice  and  pulse 
is  taken  up  with  the  thumb  and  three  fingers  and 
thrown  into  the  mouth.  Flat  cakes,  called  "  chap- 
addies,"  baked  of  flour,  made  of  pulse  or  wheat, 
are  also  eaten,  but  the  poorer  people  seldom  enjoy 
the  luxury  of  wheat  flour.     A  brass  or  earthen  ve9-> 
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sel  containing  drinking  water  is  placed  within 
reach  of  those  eating,  and  from  this  the  water  is 
poured  into  the  mouth,  the  lips  not  touching  the 
vessel.  At  the  close  of  the  meal  the  hands  are 
washed  and  the  housewife  has  but  little  work  to  do 
in  the  way  of  dish-washing  and  clearing  away  what 
is  left. 

The  houses  of  the  wealthy  are  often  two  or  three 
stories  high,  and  have  an  open  court  in  the  center. 
Furniture  is  not  generally  used.  Bedsteads  are  to 
be  found  in  the  sleeping  rooms,  and  in  a  secluded 
upper  room  is  a  strong  box  containing  the  family 
jewelry.  The  ground  floor  has  a  kitchen  which  is 
also  used  as  a  dining  room.  There  are  also  store- 
rooms for  grain  and  fuel,  and  even  stalls  for  cattle. 
In  one  of  the  lower  rooms  there  is  usually  a  reser- 
voir or  well  for  water.  Here  are  also  many  bright- 
ly-scoured brass  water  vessels  ready  for  use. 

Another  room  on  the  ground  floor  is  set  apart 
for  daily  worship.  There,  in  a  small  wooden  temple, 
or  sacred  receptacle,  are  kept  the  household  gods 
or  idols,  usually  five  in  number;  and  here  each 
member  of  every  respectable  Hindu  family  pays 
worship  to  the  idols  at  least  once  every  day.  In 
this  room  is  also  retained  the  sacred  fire  which  is 
still  worshiped  by  a  few  orthodox  Hindus.  Espe- 
cially is  this  true  at  Benares  where  daily  obla- 
tions in  sacred  fire  are  still  made.  And  here,  too, 
or  in  the  court,  is  kept  the  sacred  tulsi  plant  to 
which  the  women  of  the  family  offer  adoration. 

The  daily,  religious  services  of  an  orthodox  pious 
Brahman  are  exceeding  irksome  and  tedious.  We 
give  a  synopsis  of  these  duties  from  Sir  Monier 
Williams'  work.  A  modern  orthodox  Brahman  is 
fettered  and  bound  to  his  idols  and  will  often  de- 
vote four  or  five  hours  a  day  to  their  worship.  Ev- 
ery faculty  and  function  of  his  nature  is  bound  by 
an  iron  chain  of  traditional  observances.  For  ex- 
ample, his  daily  duties  now  comprise  (i)  the  morn- 
ing bath,  a  religious  observance.  (2)  Prayers  and 
meditation  to  be  observed  three  times  a  day.  (3) 
Worship  by  formally  repeating  the  first  word  of  all 
the  sacred  books.  (4)  The  threefold  daily  oblation 
of  water  to  the  secondary  gods.  ( 5  ;  The  sacrifice  to 
fire  by  fuel,  rice,  clarified  butter,  etc.,  etc.  (6)  The 
daily  worship  of  his  idols  or  gods  in  the  room  set 
apart  for  that  purpose  in  his  house.  (7)  The  soli- 
tary visit  to  the  neighboring  temple,  not  necessarily 
for  prayer  but  simply  for  bowing  before  the  idol,  or 
for  merely  looking  at  it  after  its  decoration  by  the 
idol  priest. 

There  are  in  additiou  to  these  other  duties  that 
he  must  not  neglect.  The  service  before  the  mid- 
day meal,  with  offerings  of  food,  the  daily  homage 
of  men  by  offering  food  to  guests  and  beggars,  the 
solemn  fasts,  to  be  observed  twice  a  month  and  on 
special  days,  the  reading  of  passages  of  the  Puran- 
as  or  sacred  books,  held  to  be  an  act  of  great  merit, 
the  pilgrimage  to  some  sacred  shrine  or  to  the  Gan- 
ges, and  finally  the  last  great  sacrifice  when  the 
body  ought  to  be  burned  by  the  same  sacred  fire 
which  was  originally  kindled  by  husband  and  wife 
on  their  domestic  hearth.  This  is  an  outline  of  an 
orthodox  Brahman  householder's  life  in  modern 
times.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Hinduism  does  not 
enjoin  assembling  together  for  congregational  wor- 
ship.* 

These  duties  seem  to  us  so  burdensome  that  we 
wonder  again  and  again,  that  such  a  vast  number  of 
people  willingly  submit  to  them.  We  ought  to  re- 
joice with  exceeding  gladness  that  the  religion  of  the 
New  Testament  enjoins  no  such  heavy  burdens  up- 
on the  followers  of  Jesus.  The  observances,  so  few 
in  number,  enjoined  in  the  Gospel,  ought  to  be 
gladly  and  gratefully  accepted  and  carried  out. 
But  to  some  even  the  very  few  given  are  burden- 
some and  are  said  to  be  useless  and  of  non-effect. 
Of  some  of  them  it  is  said,  they  applied  to  the  time 


in  which  they  were  given,  but  are  not  applicable  to 
this  age,  of  others  that  they  were  given  to  teach  cer- 
tain lessons,  but  this  observance  is  not  now  neces- 
sary. How  the  faith  of  such  people  in  the  inspira- 
tion of  God's  Word  and  their  devotion  to  it  sinks 
down  when  compared  with  these  heathen! 

Others,  there  are,  who  seem  anxious  to-  obey 
Christ  in  all  things,  but  who  have  not  even  erected 
a  family  altar,  and  who  fail  to  give  audible  thanks 
to  God  for  the  food  they  eat.  While  we  were  at 
Bulsar,  sister  Stover  sent  one  of  their  helpers  to  a 
shop  to  make  a  purchase.  In  a  short  time  the  man 
returned  without  the  required  article,  stating  that 
the  shopkeeper,  a  Parsee,  was  engaged  in  his  morn- 
ing devotions  to  the  sun,  and  that  he  would  be 
through  in  an  hour,  when  the  purchase  might  be 
made.  We  said,  "  Think  of  a  storekeeper  at  home, 
if  such  a  thought  is  possible,  closing  his  place  of 
business  each  morning  that  he  might  devote  an 
hour  to  worship!  "  Let  those  Christians  who  do 
not  find  time  for  family  worship  and  prayers,  or  are 
too  timid  and  backward  to  thus  call  upon  the  name 
of  their  God,  take  a  lesson  from  the  heathen.  This 
is  put  down  in  all  good  conscience,  free  from  per- 
sonality, with  the  hope  that  it  will  do  good. 

D.  L.  M. 
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TO  MY  CELL. 

(  Wrllltn  by  a  Prisoner  in  Mltl  PeniUntlary.  1 
If  you  could  speak,  oh  prison  cell, 
What  wild,  sad  stories  you  could  tell 
Of  broken  hearts,  of  maddened  brains, 
Of  wasted  lives,  and  deep-guilt  stains, 
Of  talents  tightly  Hung  away, 
Of  mind  and  body's  swift  decay. 
The  youth  who  started  in  life's  fight 
With  courage  high  and  young  hopes  bright, 
His  father's  hope,  his  mother's  pride, 
Perchance  upon  yon  bed  has  died, 
Disgraced,  degraded  in  bis  prime, 
Wrecked  on  the  fatal  rocks  of  crime. 
Perhaps  you've  held  a  man  whose  name 
For  honor  once  had  goodly  fame, 
By  all  respected,  and  loved  well; 
Yet  in  his  gray  old  age  he  fell; 
Perhaps  at  thoughts  of  happier  years, 
The  floor  was  wet  with  his  hot  tears. 
Perhaps  a  murderer  .here  has  lain, 
With  bursting  heart  and  frenzied  brain, 
And  seen  upon  the  walls  so  white 
His  gory  victim  through  the  night, 
Till  with  his  deathly  terror's  yell, 
You  rang  and  echoed,  0,  dismal  cell! 

The  thief's  pale  corpse,  the  murderer's  yell. 
The  old  man's  tears,  oh  dreary  cell, 
Seem  hovering,  floating  through  thy  gloom, 
Like  ghosts  around  some  haunted  tomb, 
While  in  my  ears  the  day's  last  bell 
Re-echoes  like  a  funeral  knell. 

— H.  Franks. 

A  CALL  FOR  UNITED  EFFORTS. 

BY  RACHEL  A.  PFOUTZ. 

Dear  Sisters  of  the  Laity:— 

In  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  let  us  not 
forget  our  co-workers, — the  ministers'  wives, — in 
our  prayers.  How  much  they  must  sacrifice  for 
the  blessed  cause!  Duty  may  call  the  minister  to 
an  appointment,  perhaps  in  a  very  busy  season, 
to  be  away  for  a  few  days,  and  if  the  minister's 
wife  has  the  love  of  souls  at  heart,  how  willingly 
she  plans  the  home  work,  that  he  may  go  and 
proclaim  "  the  glad  tidings  "  to  benighted  souls! 

Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  when  the  min- 
ister is  elected,  his  wife  is  then,  too,  ordained  to 
higher  duties,  and  that  much  of  the  minister's  suc- 
cess depends  on  the  encouragement  of  his  wife? 
How  heavy  the  burden  must  be  for  the  minister, 
who  does  not  have  this  encouragement  of  a  soul- 
loving  companion! 

I  hope  that  none  of  our  dear  sisters  are  lacking 
in  giving  encouragement,  and  we  can  help  them 
to  grow  into  love  for  souls,  by  remembering  them 
in  our  prayers,  as  the  apostle,  in  James  5;  16,  would 


have  us.  May  the  good  Lord  help  us  all  to  more 
fully  trust  in  him!  When  we  help  others  to  do, 
good,  then  we  are  helping  him. 

Ofttimes  we  are  permitted  to  attend  a  series  of 
meetings  and  enjoy  the  good  sermons  of  a  brother 
who  has  left  his  home  for  at  least  two  weeks,  and 
perhaps,  may  be  away  for  two  months.  How  often 
do  we.  as  co-workers,  remember  the  lonely  wife 
who  is  left  at  home,  with  all  the  responsibilities 
of  home-life  resting  upon  her?  I  fear  that  we, 
too  often,  are  a  little  too  negligent  along  this  line 
We  become  anxious  that  our  own  congregation 
be  benefited,  and  forget  those  away  from  us.  Dear 
sisters,  may  we  think  more  on  this,  and  ever  try 
to  help  our  ministers'  wives  in  every  way  that  \vc 


LIFE  INSURANCE  CARD. 

BY  A.  BENNER. 

Are  you  insured  in  the  "  King's  Insurance  Com- 
pany? It  is  the  oldest  and  only  reliable  company 
in  the  world,  having  been  in  successful  operation 
since  the  creation  of  man.  It  has  never  changed 
management.  It  is  the  only  insurance  company 
that  insures  against  shipwreck  on  the  "  ocean  of 
life"  or  the  "river  of  death."  It  is  the  only 
company  that  insures  against  the  great  "  judgment 
day"  fire.  It  insures  a  man  for  more  than  he  is 
worth.  Its  policies  never  expire,  giving  to  the 
faithful  holder  thereof  "  eternal  life."  It  will  do 
exceedingly   and    above   all    that   we    are   able   to 

Cash  capital,  —  "  The  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ." 

Surplus, —  an  "  Inheritance  incorruptible,  unde- 
filed  and  that  fadeth  not  away. 

Cash  on  hand, — "  Gold  tried  in  the  fire."  Surplus 
above  all  liabilities. 

Christ,  the  "  King  of  kings,"  President. 

Persons  having  no  souls  need  not  apply. 

Richfield,  Pa.    ^___^_^_ 
DOMESTIC  LOVE. 

lent  too  fine  for  man  or  maid; 
.ir  too  good  for  a  cobbler  or  a 
t  in;  never  a  house  too  fine  to 
ad.  These  elements  about  us 
imperial  moon — are  not  too 
ace.  Elegance  fits  man;  but 
do  we  not  value  these  tools  a  little  more  than  they 
are  worth,  and  sometimes  mortgage  a  home  for  the 
mahogany  we  bring  into  it? 

I  would  rather  eat  my  dinner  off  the  head  of  a 
barrel,  or  dress  after  the  fashion  of  John  the  Bap- 
tist in  the  wilderness,  or  sit  on  a  block  all  my  life, 
than  consume  all  on  myself  before  I  get  a  home, 
and  take  so  much  pains  with  the  outside,  when  the 
inside  was  as  hollow  as  an  empty  nut. 

Beauty  is  a  great  thing:  but  beauty  of  garment, 
house  and  furniture  are  tawdry  ornaments  compared 
with  domestic  love.  All  the  elegance  in  the  world 
will  not  make  a  home;  and  I  would  give  more  for  a 
spoonful   of  real   heart-love  than  for  whole  ship- 
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loads  of  furniture  and  all  the  gorgeousness 


all  the 


upholsterers  in  the  world  can  gather-  Oliver  Wen- 
dell Holmes. 

THE  DISOUISED  CURSE. 

BY  GERTRUDE  A.  FLORY. 

What  is  it  takes  men  from  their  wives,  sons  fro"1 
their  mothers,  and  even  mothers  from  their  babe 
into  pleasures  and  wild  revels  of  the  world?    )s 
that  those  allurements  are  more  ravishing  than 
sacred  associations  of  home?     Only  in  rare  in"" 
ces.     The  majority  seek  in  the  world's  enticemer^ 
a  respite  from  the  weary  lack  of  love  and  appfeC 
tion  at  home. 

This  condition,  though  clothed  as  it  is,  in     j 
sanctity  of  home,  stares  us  squarely  in  the  ™ct'^5 
we  would  better  not  try  to  dodge  it,  for  is  no     ^ 
state  of  our  homes  even  a  greater  curse  to 
tions  than  the  acknowledged  curse  of  the 
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affic  and  kindred  evils?     An  avowed  foe  is  not  to 
be  feared,  as  much  as  a  foe  in  the  guise  of  friend- 
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.  mistaken  idea  that   a  hous 


comfortably 
furnished  and  inhabited  by  human  beings,  makes  a 
home.  Heaven,  with  all  of  its  magnificence  and 
glorified  hosts  would  not  be  home  if  love  were  not 
its  ruler.  The  church  with  all  of  her  graces  would 
afford  no  delight  to  the  sin-tossed  pilgrim,  if  love 
were  wanting  there.  The  family  which  has  not 
love  for  its  bond  of  union,  lacks  a  home,  no  matter 
how  vast  its  possessions  or  rich  its  comforts. 

Do  not  entertain  the  impression  that  love  is  an 
unwise  indulgence.  God  is  love  and  love  is  God- 
like— loving  in  control,  firm  in  gentleness,  strong 
in  tenderness,  merciful  in  justice,  indulgent  in  that 
only  which  is  for  the  soul's  highest  good.  How 
many  souls  are  lost  in  the  whirlpool  of  sin  for  the 
want  of  this  restraining  love!  How  many  are 
scolded  into  eternal  ruin!  You  cry  for  the  witness! 
Our  lost  and  perishing  children  are  the  witnesses! 
Day  and  night  their  souls  cry  out  against  us. 
What  must  children  think  of  Christian  (?)  parents 
who  have  unkind  words  and  angry  looks  for 
other  and  for  them?  We  need  to  "watch 
pray"  lest  our  home  life  belies  our  profession. 

As  true  as  our  homes  are  the  nurseries  of  the  na- 
tion, the  nation  will  bear  the  curse  of  sin  until  our 
homes  are  made  what  God  designed  them  to  be, — 
places  where  souls  are  developed  in  purity,  charity, 
and  power,  for  the  good  of  humanity  and  ultimate- 
ly his  own  glory.  And  if  our  homes  were  such 
places,  the  labor  of  the  church  and  states  would  be 
lessened  an  hundredfold.  Our  traveling  brethren 
tell  us  that  the  home  is  unknown  in  Paris  and  that 
"  it  is  a  God-forsaken  city  "  "  given  over  to  the 
devil."  This  is  the  certain  fate  of  the  nation,  the 
city,  the  individuals  whose  homes  are  neglected 
and  whose  homelife  is  not  "lovely  living  in  living 
love." 

Thousands  of  husbands  and  wives  are  striving  to 
live  a  Christian  life  whose  domestic  life  is  such 
that  it  cannot  be  identified  with  the  Christ  life. 
How  will  this  discordant  life  meet  them  at  judg- 
ment? One  may  be  innocent  but  both  cannot  be. 
Each  should  look  into  his  or  her  life  and  speedily 
expunge  the  wrong. 

"  Plead  guilty  at  man's  bar  and  go  to  judgment  straight; 
At  Cod's,  no  other  way  remains  to  shun  that  fate." 

It  is  an  innate  longing  in  the  human  heart  to  be 
loved  and  esteemed  by  its  own;  and  we  are  only 
happy  when  we  are  thus  appreciated.  But  too 
often  we  treat  our  home  folks  as  we  would  not  dare 
treat  strangers. 

"  We  dole  the  love  grudgingly  less  and  less, 
'Till  'tis  bitter  and  hard  to  live." 

O  the  heart-plaint  for  love!  What  will  not  men 
and  women  do  to  drown  it?  He  who  is  homeless, 
friendless,  loveless,  feels  not  his  lack  as  those  who 
are  in  a  situation  to  enjoy  love's  blessings  and  are 
denied  them  by  their  loved  ones,  for  love  and 
friendship  unreciprocated  are  but  bitter  sweets; 
and  discordant  family  ties  galling,  iron  chains. 

Comparatively  few  gain  the  ascendancy  over 
self.  Until  self  is  conquered  love  cannot  have  per- 
fect control.  And,  where  self  is  the  impulse  of  ac- 
tion in  the  family,  peace  and  happiness  are  want- 
ing. Unless  the  heart  is  "  stayed  upon  God,"  to 
fill  this  void,  men  seek  diversion  in  the  world,— 
anything  which  brings  forgetfulness;  and  women, 
weary  and  heartsick  with  the  emptiness  of  life, 
grow  careless  of  life's  interests,  and  they,  too, 
strive  to  forget  their  misery  in  outside  pleasures. 
The  children  are  sent  into  the  streets  to  amuse 
themselves.  They  find  the  freedom  there  more 
congenial  than  the  thralldom  at  home,  but  the 
sanctity  of  home  and  kindred  ties  is  lost,  and  vice 
and  crime  imbibed.  Thus  a  power  of  evil  is  the 
nation's  legacy  instead  of  a  power  of  good;  and 
God's  plan  is  thwarted. 

Geo.  A.  Gordon  says,  "  Home  is  one  of  the  deep- 
est and  dearest  words  in  the  language.  It  stands 
for  an  association  of  human  beings,  the  most  sa- 
cred and  momentous.  The  true  home  is  built  up- 
on sacrifice,  the  surrender  of  each  to  the  good  of 


all."    Yet,  love  makes   this   sacrifice   a   perpetual 
joy. 

Tell  us,  you  who  live  in  love,  is  it  hard  to  be  gen- 
tle, tender,  and  loving  with  the  loved  one?  Does 
not  the  heart  find  its  sweetest  delight  in  the  af- 
fectionate appreciation  of  the  beloved? 

Ah,  we  may  say,  this  tender  passion  of  the  human 
heart  is  sentimental,  childish,  yet  in  the  strife  with 
toil  and  sin,  it  is  this  passion  that  keeps  the  heart 
cheery  and  makes  home  happy.  O  the  touch  of  a 
beloved  hand,  the  pressure  of  beloved  lips,  the 
glance  of  love-lit  eyes,  the  voice  love-tonedl  How 
they  soothe  and  calm  when  the  body  is  weary  and 
the  heart  is  faint! 

Let  the  cynic  ridicule,  but  oh,  ye  home  builders! 
build  not  a  home  without  a  throne  on  which  sweet 
love  may  rule  until  the  earthly  is  exchanged  for  the 
eternal  home  where  love  fills  every  heart  to  over- 
flowing. 

"  Nothing  is  true  but  love,  nor  aught  of  worth, 
Love  is  the  incense  which  doth  sweeten  earth." 
LaPorte,  Ind. 
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(y  Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  II  you  have  had  a  good 
eetiog,  send  a  report  ol  It,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
re  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  hrlcf.  Notes  ol  Travel  should  be 
brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
partment.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 
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From  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

"O!  Eastertide  all  through  the  land 
What  gladsome  hopes  you  bring." 

"  Christ,  the  Lord,  is  ris'n  to-day,"  will  be  sung 
all  over  the  Christian  world,  and  the  story  of  the 
mysterious  resurrection  will  be  read  over  again  by 
the  aged  in  their  homes  and  thought  of  by  the  sick 
upon  their  couches,  and  from  hundreds  of  little 
children  will  be  heard  the  glad  refrain: 

Jesus  is  risen  again, 
Shout  the  glad  tidings  o'er  mountain  and  plain, 


'Tis  so  hard  to  be  sick  or  sad  when  all  nature  is 
so  glad  and  bright  and  beautiful  as  on  this  Easter 
morn.  As  a  convalescent  at  home,  alone,  I  find 
much  in  this  glorious  subject  to  burst  the  bar  of 
gloom  and  roll  away  the  stone  of  doubt  from  my 
heart. 

Some  time  ago  I  reported  the  meeting  then  in 
progress  here,  conducted  by  Bro.  L.  F.  Holsinger, 
of  Indiana.  At  that  time  only  two  had  come  for- 
ward, and  it  was  feared  that  hearts  were  too  cold 
to  be  melted,  but  prayers  were  answered  and  our 
Father's  precious  blessing  was  again  felt  at  New 
Enterprise,  when  thirty-two  more  came  forward 
and  accepted  Christ,  and  put  him  on  in  holy  bap- 
tism. Ministers,  deacons  and  others  rejoiced  in 
the  conversion  of  their  children,  and  Sunday 
school  teachers  were  made  glad  to  see  the  fruits  of 
their  labor.  It  was  thought  by  many  that  if  these 
meetings  could  have  continued  unbroken,  many 
more  souls  might  have  been  gathered  into  the  fold. 
•  *  * 

Two  weeks  ago  this  congregation  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  having  Bro.  C Ellis,  of  Huntingdon,  with  it 
over  Sunday.  It  was  his  first  visit  here  and  he 
made  many  friends.  He  preached  four  sermons, 
and  talked  on  the  Baltimore  Mission  at  the  Young 
People's  meeting,  on  Sunday  evening.  I  have 
thought  on  previous  occasions,  while  listening  to 
our  young  brother,  if  this  is  some  of  the  first  fruits 
of  our  mission  work  in  cities,  oh,  how  much  more 
we  ought  to  do. 

Last  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning  Bro. 
Levi  Brumbaugh,  from  the  Eastern  shore  of  Mary- 
land, preached  at  Waterside,  his  native  village,  the 
home  of  his  boyhood,  and  on  Sunday  evening  at 
this  place.  He  had  come  up  the  week  previous  to 
attend  the  funeral  of  his  aged  aunt,  sister  Susan 
Snider.  Emma  A.  Replogle. 
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From  Palestine,  Ark. 

It  is  now  almost  one  month  since  we  returned 
from  our  trip  and  visit  among  the  churches  in  the 
North.  By  March  10  the  peach  trees  were  in  bloom 
and  farmers  were  at  work  in  the  fields.  Since  then, 
cool  weather  and  heavy  rains  have  caused  a  rather 
backward  spring. 

The  Sunday  school  has  continued  without  a  break 
during  the  entire  winter  and  starts  out  with  encour- 
aging interest  this  spring.  Our  co-laborers  and  fel- 
low-workers in  the  Lord's  cause  have  not  been  idle 
and  are  zealously  striving  to  keep  the  banner  of  the 
Lord  from  trailing  in  the  dust.  As  a  result,  during 
a  ten  days'  meeting,  recently  held,  two  made  the 
good  confession  and  are  now  numbered  with  the 
people  of  God.     To  him  be  all  the  praise! 

At  present  writing  wife  and  I  are  at  Goodwin, 
Ark.,  a  neighboring  town,  engaged  in  distributing 
tracts,  and  holding  a  few  meetings.  We  were  told, 
on  coming  here,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
have  meetings  at  night,  as  people  would  not  at- 
tend. But  we  determined  to  try,  and,  after  putting 
poster,  called  from  house  to  house  and  kindly 
me.  To  our  surprise  at  the 
was  nearly  filled  and  has 
ecting  since.  We  will  re- 
main a  few  days  longer,  returning  home  in  time  for 
our  council-meeting,  Saturday,  April  [I, 

D.  L.  Forney. 
April  6. 

Death  of  Eld.  D.  W.  Oeorge. 

Eld.  D.  W.  George  departed  this  life  at  Martin, 
Grant  Co.,  W.  Va„  March  II,  1896,  aged  forty- 
seven  years,  six  months  and  twenty-eight  days.  He 
was  taken  with  a  chill  which  soon  proved  to  be 
catarrhal  pneumonia,  and  in  just  six  and  one-half 
days  he  was  gently  borne  across  Jordan's  chilly 
stream.  He  was  married  to  sister  Laura  Mark- 
wood  March  28,  1870.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Brethren  church  in  his  youth  and  lived  true  to 
his  vows.  While  not,  perhaps,  a  great  pulpit  ora- 
tor, yet  he  was  a  very  good  counselor.  Though 
young,  he  was  the  main  pillar  of  the  Knobley 
church.  His  whole  soul's  desire  was  primitive 
Christianity,  a  fully-developed  order  of  dress,  and 
a  unanimity  of  appearances.  A  widow  and  two 
sons  survive  him.  His  funeral  took  place  in  our 
meetinghouse  March  14.  The  occasion  was  im- 
proved by  Bro.  D.  B.  Arnold  from  Rev.  14;  13,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  J.  C.  Fran  tz  and  others,  after  which 
the  remains  were  interred  in  the  church  burying 
ground,  followed  by  a  large  concourse  of  sympa- 
thizing friends  and  many  near  and  dear  relations. 
"  Is  not  e'en  death  a  gain  to  those, 

Whose  life  to  God  was  given? 
Gladly  to  earth  their  eyes  thiy  close, 

To  open  them  in  heaven." 
These  precious  lines  of  the  poet  send  sweet 
drops  of  heavenly  bliss  through  the  soul.  It  is  one 
more  reminder  of  heavenly  joy  with  mortal  as  a 
basis.  Close  is  death  upon  us  all,  and  these  calls 
by  the  monster  show  we  are  traveling  home,— 
either  to  our  prepared  home,  or  else  to  our  doomed 
1™,  T.  Ezra  George. 


From  Jerlco  Springs,  Mo. 


On  the  morning  of  March  21  brethren  W.  H. 
and  E.  H.  Miller,  sister  OUie  Clark,  and  the  writ- 
er, started  for  Sandstone,  Mo„  where  there  is  an 
appointment  every  fourth  Sunday.  A  small,  but 
very  enthusiastic  body  of  God's  people  is  located 
at  that  place,  who  are  trying  to  work  in  the  Mas- 
ter's service  as  much  as  lieth  in  their  power.  Bro. 
Miller  preached  Saturday  evening  and  also  Sun- 
day morning.  Owing  to  the  unfavorable  weather 
on  Sunday  night,  we  did  not  have  public  preaching, 
although  a  few  of  us  gathered  at  Bro.  Benjamin 
Lance's  and  we  had  a  very  enjoyable  social  meet- 
ing. One  dear  soul  became  a  follower  of  the 
Lamb.  There  is  a  good  prospect  of  more  turning 
unto  righteousness.  One  of  our  greatest  needs  is 
a  resident  minister.  The  Brethren  here  organized 
a  Sunday  school,  with  Bro.  A,  I.  Miller  as  Su- 
perintendent.   There  was    a    crowded    house 
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through  the  meetings,  and  all  could  not  get  into 
the  house.  There  is  a  general  interest  manifest 
among  the  people  at  this  place,  and  they  need  the 
services  of  a  faithful  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who 
is  not  afraid  to  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 
There  are,  in  all,  about  fifteen  members  living 
here.  Members  are  gradually  moving  in  and 
around  Sandstone,  and  others  are  being  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism.  C.  A.  MlLLBR. 

The  Mutes. 

March  14  I  met  with  the  Laporte  church,  Ind., 
to  hold  a  few  meetings.  Here  I  obtained  some  in 
teresting  facts  about  the  mute  membership  in  the 
Brotherhood. 

The   Laporte  church  has  twelve  mute  members. 

Northern  Indiana  has  thirty.     The  State  has  about 

ibers.     Indianapolis  has  a  school  to  teach 

language.     In   the   city   they   claim    four 

Counting   those   going   to   school    with 

lg  in  the  city,  Kansas  has  about  twenty 

mbers.    They   have   a 

Oregon  has 

The   mute   populat 

States.     Indiana  has  ; 

1,500  who  can  hear,  to  ea>  h  deaf-mu'e. 

Bro.  Joseph  Cross  and  wife  united  with  the 
Brethren  in  1893.  They  were  the  first  mute  mem- 
bers in  Northern  Indiana,  to  my  knowledge.  In 
1894  twenty-five  mutes  joined  the  church.     In  1895 
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ird  of  Northe 
make  arrangements  to  have  Bro.  J 
Waterford,  Laporte  Co.,  Ind.,  put 
preach  the  Gospel  to  those  whose  6yes  are  their 
ears,  and  whose  fingers  are  their  tongues,  to  tell  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  to  those  unfortu- 
nate beings.  May  God's  great  blessing  follow  the 
work  so  recently  begun! 

A  mute  minister  has  a  different  process  by 
which  to  tell  the  old,  old  story  of  the  cross. 
Blackboard  exercises  is  one  way  of  presenting  the 
Truth  to  his  congregation,  explaining  to  his  hear- 
ers the  point  that  he  wished  to  emphasize.  By 
this  method  a  congregation  can  be  well  enter 
tained  by  having  an  interpreter  present  who  can 
give  the  discourse  verbally. 

In  Gospel  Messenger  of  Nov.  12,  1889,  page 
717,  I  see  an  account  of  Bro.  T.  A.  Robinson, 
of  Media,  Kansas,  holding  a  love  feast  with  four 
mute  members.  In  Gospel  Messenger  of  Jan.  3, 
1893,  page  76,  I  see  an  article  from  Bro.  Jacob 
D.  Brower,  of  Salem,  Oregon,  who  seems  much 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
of  having  them  brought  to  the 
Truth,  as  found  in  God's  Book. 
I  notice  in  the  Gospel  Messenge 
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I  notice  that  a  large  per  cent  of  the  mute  pop- 
ulation   are    in    limited   circumstances.     Being   de- 


priv 

edo 

f  he 

aring, 

they  a 

a  r 

le 

good 

read- 

ers. 

M 

my 

of  th 

•m   hav 

:  fall 

en  in 

lc 

with   the 

Bib 

e,  a 

ids 

number  are  a 

nxio 

is  to 

ad 

the 

Gos- 

PEL 

Messenger 

I  am  of  the 

opini 

if 

the 

Mes- 

SENGER 

cou 

d  be 

sent  to 

then 

1,  mu 

ch 

R< 

od 

could 

be  a 

.pi 

shed. 

Tracts 

sent 

amo 

■>g 

th 

would 

all  the  mute  schools  in  the  United  States.  If  so 
sent,  it  will  be  kept  at  the  school  for  the  benefit  of 
the  mute  pupils.  Brethren  who  have  plenty  of 
means  could  do  no  better  than  to  order  a  copy  of 
our  paper  to  those  schools. 

I  have  much  sympathy  for  our  mute  friends  and 
wish  all  to  help  in  saving  these  souls.  In  church 
they  get  no  good  of  the  song  services.  They  do  not 
know  how  sweet  music  sounds  to  the  hearing  ear. 
That  beautiful  song,  "Jesus,  lover  of  my  soul," 
or  "  Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee,"  they  can  read,  but 
hear  no  charming  sounds,  as  they  will  when  in 
"  that  land  over  yonder." 

"Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song."  Isa.  42:  10. 
The  deaf  can  not  do  that,  here  in  mortality,  but 
when  they  cross  the  chilly  waters  of  death,  then 
their  ears  will  be  open  to  hear  a  new  song.  Mo- 
ses and  the  Lamb  will  sing  that  song.  Who  will 
hear  it?    Will  you?    Will  I?  J.  H.  Miller. 

Goshen,  Ind.,  April 3. 


From  the  Manassas  Church,  Va. 


Our  regular  quarterly  council  took  place  April 
4,  at  1  P.  M.  We  have  adopted  the  plan  of  after- 
noon councils.  A  brother  and  sister  were  received 
by  letter.  Several  others  have  not  handed  in  their 
letters  yet.  Brethren  Abraham  Conner  and  J.  E. 
Blough  were  elected  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing, with  J.  F.  Britton  and  E.  E.  Blough  as  alter- 
nates. We  also  reelected  E.  E.  Blough  and'  S.  C. 
Harley  to  superintend  our  Sunday  school  this  sea- 
son.* Our  spring  love  feast  is  appointed  for  May 
16,  at  4  P.  M. 

April  5  we  met  again  and  fully  organized  our 
Sunday  school.  We  use  the  Brethren's  literature 
and  consider  it  indispensable.  One  paper  goes  to 
District  MeetingT  Eld.  David  Bowman,  of  Mis- 
souri, gave  us  a  practical  sermon  on  the  third  Sun- 
day of  March.  We  much  appreciate  the  change  in 
the  time  of  mailing  the  Messenger. 

On  Easter  we.  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to 
three  interesting  talks  or   lectures  of  Serkis  Kara- 


kor,  an  Armenian  Bishop,  who 
their  destitute  orphans,  whose 
ered  in  the  late  massacres, 
and  suffering  must  touch  the 
American.     His    description 


is  soliciting  aid  for 
parents  were  butch- 
His  tales  of  cruelty 
sympathies  of  every 
of   the    doctrine    and 
practices  of  the  Armenian  church  shows  but  a  very 
slight  difference  between  them  and  the  Brethren. 
J.  E.  Blough. 
Manassas,  Va.,  April  p. 


From  Sheldon,  iowa. 


that 


State 


o   much   good.     I    would 

Mission  Board  see  that  tracts  are  sent  to 
them.  Reading  matter  is  a  silent  but  powerful 
preacher  to  them.  It  is  amusing  to  see  a  mute, 
who  is  a  good  reader,  sit  down  and  read  to  a  mute, 
who  can  not  read  well,  by  the  sign  language. 

We  are  living  in  an  age  of  the  world  when  the 
Gospel  can  be  given  to  the  deaf  and  blind,  as  well 
as  to  those  who  can  have  the  proper  use  of  the 
five  senses.  I  would  suggest  that  a  fund  be  raised 
and  sent  to  the  Messenger  office  for  those  poor 
mute  people.  Much  good  could  be  accomplished 
by  so  doing.     Our  church  paper  should  be  sent  to 


The  Messenger  is  giving  better  satisfaction  now 
than  ever  before;  (1)  because  of  its  able  manage- 
ment; (2)  because  it  now  reaches  its  many  read- 
ers several  days  earlier;  (3)  because  no  one  has 
any  reason  to  find  fault  for  not  having  the  Gospel 
preached.  For  the  small  sum  of  Si. 50  every  m 
ber  can  get  fifty-two  sermons  in  one  year  from  the 
ablest  preachers  in  the  Brotherhood. 

Lately  I  visited  different  points  in  North  Dakota 
and  found  the  Messenger  in  every  family.  I 
found  the  Cando  church,  with  a  membership  of 
about  seventy,  seemingly  in  good  working  order, 
with  brethren  A.  B.  Peters  and  J.  Hartsough  as 
the  ministers.  I  also  visited  the  Sweet  Water 
church.  This  church  has  about  forty  members, 
with  brethren  S.  N.  Eversole  and  G.  W.  Stong  as 
ministers.  I  also  made  a  short  visit  at  Mayville, 
which  has  about  forty  members,  with  brethren 
Swihart  and  Strieker  as  ministers.  These  churches 
are  all  in  good  working  order.       Tobias  Meyers. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  fat  country." 

English  Prairie  Church,  Ind.— We  held  our  first 
quarterly  council-meeting,  for  the  present  year, 
April  4.  Several  letters  were  granted  to  members. 
We  appointed  our  Communion  meeting  for  Satur- 
day, May  16,  at  4  P.  U.—John  Long,  Brighton,  Ind., 
April  7. 


Change  of  Time.— The  feast  at  Hickory  Gr 
Carroll  Co.,  111.,  is  changed  from  Ju 
to  June  20  and  21, 
Andrew  Baker. 


3  and  i4 
ncing  at  one  o'clock.^ 


Harrod,  Ohio.— The  Brethren  of  the  Lafayette 
church  were  much  pleased  to  have  Bro.  James  M 
Neff,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  spend  a  few  days  with 
them  recently.  He  preached  three  sermons  for 
them,  including  an  Easter  sermon. — G.  A.  Snider 
April  8. 

Beaver  Creek,  Ohio.— Bro.  Daniel  M.  Garver  be- 
gan preaching  for  us  March  14  and  closed  the  29th 
with  good  interest.  The  attendance  was  good,  con- 
sidering the  weather.  Two  were  baptized  the 
30th,  and  there  are  three  applicants  to  be  bap- 
tized in  the  near  future. — Lizzie  Bagwell,  April  2. 

Palestine,  Ark.— On  the  evening  of  March  21 
Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
in  the  St.  Francis  church.  He  closed  March  31, 
preaching,  in  all,  thirteen  sermons.  Two  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism.  The  brethren  and  sisters  were 
much  built  up  in  the  most  holy  faith."— Jacob  Sloni- 
ker,  April  I. 

Independence,  Kans.— The  Independence  church 
met  in  regular  quarterly  council  to-day,  to  transact 
such  business  as  might  come  before  the  meeting.  ' 
Three  were  received  by  letter.  Bro  David  Betts 
will  represent  us  at  Annual  Meeting.  The  writer 
was  chosen  as  Corresponding  Secretary  — Jacob 
Betts,  April  4. 

Dry  Fork  Church,  Mo.— Saturday,  April  11,  we 
met  in  quarterly  council.  One  was  received  by 
letter.  At  our  last  council  we  decided  on  an  as- 
sessment for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  our  church 
debt, — to  be  paid  in  the  form  of  taxes.  There 
was  S48.23  paid  in  to-day.  Our  Sunday  school 
was  organized  on  Sunday,  March  28,  with  Bro.  F. 
B.  Dunning  as  Superintendent  and  Bro.  S.  Wine, 
Assistant. — Leslie  P.  Dunning,  Jasper,  Mo.,  April  ^>S 

Turkey  Creek  Church,  Mo. — Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil, prior  to  District  and  Annual  Meetings,  was 
held  April  4.  Two  were  received  by  letter.  Two 
delegates  were  elected  to  District  Meeting  and  one 
to  Annual  Meeting.  We  decided  to  have  our  love 
feast  May  16,  at  4  P.  M.  We  also  organized  a 
union  Sunday  school,  there  being  but  few  Breth- 
ren's children  here.  I  hope  the  time  will  come 
when  we  can  have  a  school  of  our  own. — Cliarlotte 
Masters,  Fristoe,  Mo. 

Mound  Church,  Mo.— We  met  in  regular  coun- 
cil April  4.  The  meeting  passed  off  pleasantly. 
Our  elder,  Bro.  E.  John,  was  with  us  and  preached 
on  Saturday  night.  On  Easter  Sunday  the  funer- 
al services  of  sister  Lizzie  Stratton,  who  died  in 
December,  were  held  at  Crescent  Hill.  Services 
were  conducted  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Lentz.  In  the 
afternoon  at  4  o'clock  Bro.  John  Knisely,  who  has 
been  sick  for  some  time,  was  anointed.  Bro.  John 
preached  for  us  again  in  the  evening. — Cora  May 
Lentz,  Adrian,  Mo. 

Falling  Spring  Church,  Pa. — We  held  our  quar- 
terly council  at  Hade's  to-day.  Everything  passed 
off  pleasantly.  A  choice  was  held  for  two  breth- 
ren to  serve  in  the  office  of  deacon.  The  lot  fell 
on  brethren  Peter  Lehman  and  Samuel  Kauffman, 
— two  very  worthy  young  brethren.  Elders  John 
Lehner  and  Henry  Etter  officiated.  Bro.  W.  C. 
Koontz  and  the  writer  were  elected  delegates  to 
the  District  Meeting.  Wc  also  decided  to  hold 
our  love  feast  May  ig  and  20,  at  the  Hade  house.— 
W.  A.  Anthony,  April  4. 

Notice.— To  any  ministers  of  the  Brethren  church, 
who  are  thinking  of  changing  location,  I  would 
say,  I  am  the  only  minister  who  is  now  residing 
in  the  Moscow  church,  and  as  I  expect  to  move 
to  Southern  Oregon  this  fall,  this  will  leave  the 
church  here  without  a  minister.  Some  faithful 
minister  could  find  a  useful  field  of  labor  here  and 
could  find  temporal  advantages  that  would  com- 
pare favorably  with  many  other  places.  Any  °"e 
desiring  further  information  can  address  the  writer. 
—Jacob  N.  Gwin,  Moscow,  Idaho,  April  6. 
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White  Oak  Church,  Pa.— The  church  at  this 
place  held  an  enjoyable  council  March  30.  Our 
annual  love  feast  will  be  May  20,  commencing  at 
noon.  Bro.  Hiram  Gibble  will  represent  our 
church  at  Annual  Meeting,  and  brethren  Israel  and 
Reuben  Graybill  at  District  Meeting.— Katie  V. 
Shrirter. 

Appanoose  Church,  Kans  —  We  met  in  regular 
council  April  4.  Several  letters  were  granted. 
Two  were  received  by  baptism.  Brethren  John 
Shcrfey  and  Samson  Harshman  will  represent  our 
church  at  District  Meeting.  Bro.  D.  B.  Barnhart 
was  chosen  as  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.— James 
T.  Kimie,  Centropolis,  Kans.,  April  8. 

Rogue  River  Valley  Church,  Oregon.— We  met 
in  quarterly  council  April  4.  We  set  June  20  for 
our  love  feast.  Bro.  C.  E.  Nininger  was  elected 
delegate  to  the  Annual  Meeting  from  this  arm  of 
the  church.  We  also  raised  eight  dollars  for  home 
and  other  missions.  Our  elder,  G.  W.  Hoxie,  from 
William's  Creek,  was  present.— Susan  M.  Rhodes, 
Talent,  Oregon.  April  7. 

Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of 
this  church  again  had  a  season  of  rejoicing  togeth- 
er. We  have  just  closed  a  protracted  effort,  com- 
mencing March  15  and  ending  March  29,  held  by 
our  home  ministers,  C.  Schrock  and  A.  Wise.  We 
had  good  attendance,  good  order  and  good  food 
for  the  soul.  Three  came  out  to  go  with  the  peo- 
ple of  God.  One  was  baptized  and  two  are  to  be 
baptized  in  the  near  future.  Two  were  received 
by  letter.  The  church  here  has  been  greatly 
strengthened.  —  L.  E.  Weaver,  Middleburg,  Ind., 
March  31. 

Waldon,  Ind.  Ter.— March  21  Bro.  Ennis,  of 
E!  Reno,  Okla.  Ter.,  commenced  a  short  series  of 
meetings  at  this  point,  I  was  the  only  member 
here  at  the  time,  but,  through  the  mighty  power 
of  God's  dear  Son  and  Bro.  Ennis'  efforts,  one 
dear  friend  of  mine  came  forward  and  was  bap- 
tized. As  we  are  about  to  leave  here  for  North 
Dakota,  this  will  leave  our  dear  sister  alone.  I 
love  her  and  it  makes  me  sad  to  think  how  lonely 
(she  will  be  when  we  are  gonel  1  love  the  Messen- 
ger, and  would  not  do  without  it  for  twice  its  cost. 
— Lydia  Sliireman,  April  6. 

Midway  Church,  Tenn.— Brethren  C.  H.  Deihl 
and  S.  J.  Bowman,  of  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  came  to 
our  church  March  14,  and  began  a  series  of  meet- 
ings, which  continued  until  the  27th.  They 
preached  the  Word  in  its  purity.  The  Brethren 
have  done  a  good  work  here.  The  interest  and 
attendance  were  good.  Five  united  with  the 
church  by  baptism,  and  there  are  five  more  ap- 
plicants, and  one  to  be  reclaimed,  making  eleven 
in  all.  They  will  be  baptized  in  the  near  future. 
We  think  there  are  others  very  near  the  kingdom. 
— Mary  Allen,  Snowflake,  Tenn.,  April  1. 

Parsons,  Kans. — The  Brethren  at  this  place  are 
in  the  spirit  of  love  and  union,  endeavoring  to 
keep  the  faith  and  to  help  others  along  the  way. 
We  feel  very  much  encouraged.  Bro.  Peter  Eisen- 
bise,  a  minister,  is  now  residing  in  our  congrega- 
tion. We  have  Sunday  school  with  good  attend- 
ance, and  social  meeting  every  Saturday  evening. 
Bro.  Samuel  Cornelius  is  to  represent  us  at  Dis- 
trict Meeting.  Bro.  James  Makemson  is  our  del- 
egate to  Annual  Meeting.  Brother  and  sister 
Eisenbise  and  son  were  received  by  letter  and  also 
brother  and  sister  Hamshire.  —  Samuel  Ullery, 
April  8. 

Frankfort  Church,  Ohio.— As  was  announced 
in  the  Messenger  some  time  ago,  a  short  series  of 
meetings  was  commenced  at  this  place  on  Thurs- 
day, April  2,  and  closed  on  Sunday  night  following. 
Ministers  present  were  Bro.  Charles  E.  May.  Eld. 
James  H.  May,  of  Circleville,  Ohio,  and  Wiley 
Dolby,  of  Jeffersonville,  Ohio,  who  preached  the 
Word  in  its  purity.  On  Saturday  we  held  a  coun- 
cil, and  organized  our  Sunday  school,  to  commence 
the  first  Sunday  in  May.  Bro.  Peter  Kelley  is  our 
Superintendent.  The  writer  was  chosen  delegate 
to  the  District  Meeting  of  Southern  Ohio.—/.  C. 
Jones,  April  8. 


Mo 


Walnut  Creek  Church,  Mo.-The  members  of 
this  congregation  held  their  quarterly  council 
April  4.  We  elected  our  delegates  both  to  Dis- 
trict and  Annual  Meeting.  Bro.  R.  S.  Rust  repre- 
sents us  at  Annual  Meeting,  brethren  Amos  Wamp- 
ler  and  R  S.  Rust  at  District  Meeting,  which 
Will  be  held  at  the  Mineral  Creek  church. 
May  7.— Kale  Maxwell,  April  6. 

Lanark,  IU.-We  had  a  very  interesting  Sunday 
school  yesterday,  the  largest  attendance  for  many 
years,  and  when  the  hour  arrived  for  preaching, 
the  house  was  full  of  attentive  listeners,  and  Bro. 
Trout  spent  one  hour,  describing  Easter  and  our 
relation  to  it.  In  the  evening  he  interested  the 
young  people  and  children  on  character  building, 
after  which  he  gave  us  a  temperance  talk,  which 
was  worthy  the  name.— 5.  /.  Newcomer. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.— We  were  made  to  rejoice 
when  four  were  made  willing  to  step  down  and  out 
of  a  sinful  way,  to  follow  the  meek  and  lowly 
Lamb  of  God.  They  were  buried  with  Christ  in 
baptism,  and  went  home  rejoicing.  This  was  the 
first  baptism  by  the  Brethren  in  Fort  Wayne, 
which  is  a  mission  point.  We  now  number  seven- 
teen members,  all  told,  and  are  not  yet  organized, 
nor  have  we  a  house  of  worship.—/.  /,  Ahncr,  April 
5- 

Altoona,  Pa.  — Our  members  met  in  council  on 
the  evening  of  April  3.  The  attendance  was  small, 
probably  on  account  of  the  severe  weather  at  the 
time.  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh  happened  to  be  in 
the  city  over  night  and  attended  the  meeting.  He 
is  always  a  welcome  visitor.  Brethren  J,  W.  Wilt 
and  S.  F.  Myers  will  represent  us  at  District  Meet- 
ing. On  Easter  we  had  special  services  in  the 
Sunday  school  and  a  sermon  by  Bro.  Michael 
Claar,  of  Claysburg,  Pa.  Bro.  Claar  can  make 
it  very  unpleasant  for  the  infidel  in  an  argument 
on  the  resurrection.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
on  the  evening  of  May  24. — Harvey  Hess,  April  6. 

Carlisle,  Ark.— We  left  the  bedside  of  our  dear 
brother,  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  this  morning. 
He  seems  to  be  improving  slowly  and  we  hope  and 
pray  that  the  good  Lord  will  raise  him  up  and 
that  he  will  be  spared  a  long  while  to  tell  the 
story  of  the  cross.  Bro.  Gish  has  spent  much  of 
his  time  and  a  great  deal  of  his  means  to  advance 
the  cause  of  our  Blessed  Master.  His  good  wife 
stands  by  his  side,  ready  and  willing  to  relieve 
every  want;  and  Bro.  Harper  and  family,  with 
kind  hands  and  hearts,  in  their  hospitable  home, 
do  all  they  can  for  our  brother  in  his  affliction. 
May  the  good  Lord  take  care  of  his  children  every- 
where!—James  H.  Larkins,  April  6. 

Turkey  Creek  Church,  Okla.— This  church  met 
in  councd  March  21.  The  visit  was  made  and  re- 
ported. We  found  all  in  love  and  union.  We 
will  be  represented  at  Annual  Meeting  by  either 
Bro.  A.   K.  Sell  or  Bro.  G.  Masterson.     Our  elder, 
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Monte  Vista,  Colo. — Bro.  John  Hoover  has  just 
closed  a  series  of  meetings  here,  in  which  the 
Gospel  was  preached  in  its  purity.  We  feel  that 
much  good  has  been  done,  as  several  are  seriously 
counting  the  cost.  One  dear  sister  was  reclaimed 
and  the  church  strengthened.  April  4  we  enjoyed 
one  of  the  happiest  love  feasts  in  the  history  of 
our  little  church.  Ten 
Table.  We  felt  that  He 
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Jesus  comes.— Nettie  Wallingford,  April  0. 


South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa  — We  had  a  series 
of  meetings  which  closed  April  I,  conducted  by 
Bro.  W.  H.  Lichty,  of  this  place.  As  an  immedi- 
ate result  seven  precious  souls  were  made  to  feel 
the  need  of  a  Savior,  and  were  baptized.  We 
know  there  are  others  that  are  almost  persuaded. 
The  saints,  also,  were  much  strengthened  by  these 
meetings.  Our  quarterly  council  convened  March 
31.  The  brethren  and  sisters  turned  out  well,  and 
showed  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  God's  house. 
—J.  H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Bear  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— March  23  our  an- 
nual visit  was  paid,  and  reported  in  church-coun- 
cil March  25.  The  report  was  encouraging.  We 
appointed  a  love  feast  for  April  22,  at  4  P.  M. 
Our  congregation  has  also  been  canvassed  for  the 
mission  work,  and  the  amount  collected  shows 
that  our  members  are  still  helping  the  good  cause. 
March  30  we  closed  a  very  interesting  series  of 
meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  S.  Filburn.  The 
members  were  much  encouraged  and  built  up. 
Seven  precious  young  souls  were  made  willing  to 
follow  the  Savior.— -Jonah  Ehy,  Apiil  6. 

North  Manchester,  Ind.— April  1,  1896,  was  our 
first  privilege  of  attending  a  District  Meeting  in 
Indiana,  which  has  three  State  Districts  and  about 
5,000  members.  Our  District  Meeting,  of  the  Mid- 
dle District  of  Indiana,  occurred  on  the  above  date 
at  Mexico,  Ind.  The  spirit  of  the  meeting  was 
commendable.  We  are  impressed  with  the  fact 
that  the  spirit  manifested  during  the  deliberations 
at  our  District  Meetings  in  many  Districts  marks 
a  vast  improvement  Christward,  in  comparison  with 
that  of  ten  years  in  the  past.  Quite  a  number  of 
papers  came  before  the  meeting;  but  few  passed  to 
Annual  Meeting.  The  District  Mission  work  re- 
ceived prayerful  attention. — L.  H.  Ehy,  April ./. 

Yellow  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of 
the  Yellow  Creek  congregaiion  held  a  special 
council-meeting  April  2.  The  purpose  was  to 
make  a  choice  of  two  deacons.  The  lot  fell  upon 
brethren  Jacob  Domcr  and  Abram  Hoover.  After 
this  one  brother  was  reclaimed.  The  young  mem- 
bers requested  that  a  special  social  meeting  be 
held  each  week  and  the  work  so  arranged  as  will 
best  meet  the  adaptation  of  the  young.  The  re- 
quest was  granted.  Adjoining  elders,  together 
with  our  presiding  elder,  deserve  commendation 
for  their  zealous  efforts  and  useful  advice  to  the 
members  and  officers  installed.  May  we  treasure 
up  this  useful  information  for  future  use! — Irvin  S. 
Burns,  Wakarusa,  Ind. 

Railroad  Rates  to  District  Meeting.— The  rates 
on  the  B.  and  O.  R.  R.  to  our  District  Meeting, 
convening  at  Markleysburg,  Pa.,  May  29,  are  one 
and  one-third  fare  for  round  trip.  You  will  be 
supplied  with  ticket  orders  as  usual.  All  those 
going  to  the  meeting  will  purchase  tickets  for 
Somerfield  on  Confluence  and  Oakland  branch. 
All  passengers,  whether  from  east  or  west  of  Con- 
fluence, must  take  passage  so  as  to  arrive  at  Con- 
fluence before  10:  50  A.  M.  There  is  but  one  train 
on  the  Branch.  You  arrive  at  destination  11:30 
A.  M.,  leave  Mount  Pleasant  at  6:  50  A.  M.,  Un- 
iontown,  7:05  or  8:35  A.  M.,  Johnstown  7:  40  A. 
M.,  Hyndman  8:  20  A.  M.  All  passengers  change 
at  Confluence. — C.  G.  Lint,  April  11. 

Manvel,  Tex.— Though  in  the  midst  of  the  straw- 
berry season,  the  members  of  the  Manvel  church 
held  their  quarterly  council  April  28,  and,  consid- 
ering the  busy  time,  it  was  very  well  attended, 
meeting  had  been  called  for  8  A.  M.,  so  as  to 
get  through  by  noon.  The  members  proved  that 
they  could  be  present  at  council-meeting  by  eight 
o'clock  just  as  well  as  to  be  in  the  berry  field  by 
that  time.  All  business  matters  were  systemat- 
ically dispatched  by  our  Moderator,  Bro.  J.  A. 
Miller,  with  the  assistance  of  our  aged  brother, 
FUd.  Bare.  A  love  feast  was  appointed  for  May 
16.  The  Manvel  church  maintains  an  evergreen 
Sunday  school,  preaching  every  Sunday  and  near- 
ly every  Sunday  night.  We  have  prayer  meeting 
every  Wednesday  night  the  year  round;  we  also 
have  preaching  at  Pearland  two  Sundays  in  each 
month.—/.  H.  Peck,  April  6. 
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Crooked  Creek,  Iowa.— Our  ho: 
minister,  Bro.  A.  Sanger,  began 
series  of  meetings  March  14  and  closed 
the  21st.  Eight  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons were  preached.  We  had  no  ad- 
ditions, but  we  were  all  benefited  and 
encouraged.  Our  brother  handled  th 
Word  with  skill. — S.  L.  Burger. 

Edna  Mills,  Ind.— We  had  our  quar 
terly  church-meeting  March  26.  Two 
were  received  by  letter.  One  lette 
was  granted.  We  collected  S61. 00  for 
mission  work  in  Southern  District  of 
Indiana.  Eld.  Solomon  Blickenstaff 
was  elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meet 
ing.  Brethren  J.  L.  Hazlett  and  A.  A 
Neher  were  elected  delegates  to  Dis 
trict  Meeting.  Our  Communion  wil 
be  May  30  at  4  P.  M.—Jo/m  E.  Mets 
ger,  April  2. 

North  Solomon,  Kans.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  March  21 
A  good  representation  of  members 
was  present.  Brethren  I.  S.  Lerew 
and  Charles  Lammey  were  chosen  del 
egates  to  District  Meeting.  We  send 
no  query  to  District  Meeting.  Breth 
ren  I.  S.  Lerew  and  Philip  Landi: 
presented  the  church  with  land  for 
a  church  site,  in  the  town  of  Portis. 
Brethren  John  Wagner,  George  Ack- 
ley  and  Charles  Lammey  were  ap- 
pointed trustees. —  C.  A.  Wagner,  Oasis. 
Kans.,  March  31. 

Linville  Creek,  Va.— Bro.  S.  A. 
Sanger  came  to  us  at  the  Fairview 
meetinghouse,  and  commenced  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  March  17.  He 
preached,  in  all,  thirteen  sermons. 
Eight  precious  souls  were  received  in- 
to the  church  by  baptism.  In  con- 
nection with  the  meetings  a  love  feast 
was  held  March  28,  which  was  an  en- 
joyable occasion.  Ministerial  help,  in 
addition  to  Bro.  Sanger,  were  breth- 
ren Rothgeb,  Strickler,  Yount  and 
Wampler.  Our  Sunday  school  will 
open  April  5. — Fannie  H.  Roller,  New 
Market,  Va. 

Cherokee  Church,  Kans.— We  held 
our  quarterly  council  Feb.  8.  Our 
elder,  Samuel  Edgecomb,  took  out  his 
letter  and  moved  to  Oklahoma  Ter- 
ritory. Eld.  Andrew  Neher  has  the 
oversight  of  our  church  at  present. 
He  was  with  us  the  fourth  Sunday  of 
March.  We  expect  Bro.  Salem  Beery 
or  Bro.  Eli  Wolf,  the  fourth  Sunday 
of  April.  We  are  getting  weak  in 
numbers,  but  are  of  one  mind,  which 
is  the  first  requisite  for  strength.  We 
organized  a  Sunday  school,  with  sis- 
ter Clara  Houseworth  as  Superintend- 
enl.  "Help  the  women  that  labor 
with  me  in  the  Gospel."  Philpp.  4;  3. 
■ — Henry  Shidcler. 

West  Branch,  111.— Our  quarterly 
council  occurred  April  2.  The 
made  choice  of  a  minister.  The  lot 
fell  on  Bro.  J.  Dierdorff.  Bro.  Lew 
Wallace  was  forwarded  to  the  second 
degree  of  the  ministry.  Our  Sunday 
school  was  re-organized  with  Bro.  J. 
Dierdorff,  Superintendent,  and  Bro 
David  Roland,  Assistant.  It  was  de- 
cided to  continue  all  the  year.  Bro. 
M.  S.  Newcomer  is  our  delegate  to 
Annual  Mreting  and  brethren  David 
Plum  and  David  Roland  to  District 
Meeting.  It  was  decided  to  hold  our 
love  feast  June  20.  We  expect  Bro. 
J.  G.  Royer  to  begin  a  series  of  meet- 
ings prior  to  our  love  feast. — Cleora  E. 
Wallace,  Ml.  Morris,  HI.,  April 3. 


Sangerville,  Va.— Bro.  H.  C.  Early 
came  to  us  and  began  to  preach  th 
night  of  March  14.  He  continued  un- 
til March  22,  during  which  timt 
very  ably  defended  the  doctrine  of 
the  Bible.  On  Friday,  March  20,  was 
our  quarterly  church-meeting,  which 
passed  off  pleasantly,  all  manifesting 
a  Christian  spirit.  Since  that  time  we 
had  our  annual  visit.  At  our  church- 
meeting  to-day  we  heard  the  result  of 
the  visit,  which  was  commendable. 
Bro.  G.  W.  Wine  is  our  delegate  for 
Annual  Meeting,  and  brethren  J.  W. 
Wine  and  Joseph  Bowman  for  District 
Meeting.— A  A.  Miller,  April  1. 


^OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED- 


The  Ladies  Home  Journal  for  April  is  un- 
usually interesting.  In  fact  all  the  issues 
abound  in  interesting  and  instructive  reading; 
but  just  now  the  life  of  Washington  is  being 
discussed  in  a  manner  never  before  attempted 
to  our  knowledge,  thus  enabling  the  reader 
to  obtain  a  better  acquaintance  with  the  pri- 
vate life  of  the  "  Father  of  His  Country"  than 
can  be  procured  from  the  biographers  of 
Washington.  There  are  other  features  in  the 
Journal  of  equal  interest,  but  the  publication 
ie  that  has  to  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 
Curtis  Publishing  Company,  publishers,  Phila- 

One  of  the  neatest  little  documents  received 
this  office  in  a  long  while,  is  "  Memories  of 
Forge  and  Fireside,"  fully  illustrating  and 
setting  forth  the  origin,  rise  and  success  of  the 
Studebaker  Wagon  Works  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.  The  founders  of  this  wonderful  industry 
yere  members  of  the  Brethren  church,  and 
heir  picture,  as  shown  in  the  neat  publication, 
eminds  one  of  the  saintly  lives  of  the  good 
Id  people  of  gone-by  days. 


Some  years  ago,  Eld.  J.  H.  Garrison,  editor 
of  the  Christian  Evangelist  wrote  a  little  book 
tied,  "  Alone  With  God."     Among  our  peo- 
we  sold  over  1,000  copies,  and  there  are 
I  calls  for  it  (price,  75  cents),  but  the  author 
ow  out  with  another  work,  about  the  same 
,  "  Half-hour  Studies  at  the  Cross,"  that  is 
i  likely   to   have   a  large  sale.     The  book 
tains  forty  of  these  excellent  talks  and  can- 
not help    proving    very   profitable  reading  to 
any  Bible  student  having  a  strong  conviction 
for  the  inner  or  spiritual  life.     The   work    is 
ly  devotional  and  will  do  good  wherever 
read.    Price,  75  cents.    It    may   be   ordered 
from  this  office. 


WARD.-In  the  Osceola  congregation,  Ind., 
March  19,  1806,  Donna  Belle,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  sister  Sarah  Ward,  aged  3  years,  6 
months  and  9  days.  Funeral  in  the  Methodist 
church.  D-  P-  Miller. 

LOOSE.— In  the  Green  Spring  church,  Se- 
neca Co.,  Ohio,  March  24,  1896,  Bro.  Samuel 
Loose,  aged  83  year;,  9  months  and  2  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
June  22,  1812,  and  was  married  to  Leah  Mel- 
linger  Aug.  31,  1835.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  ten  children— seven  sons  and  three 
daughters.  The  aged  sister,  five  sons  and  one 
daughter  remain.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church  about  fifty-six  years.  Funeral  by  the 
writer  from  Rev.  14: 13-  J-  c-  Witmore. 

SK1LES.— In  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  congre- 
gation, Ind.,  Feb.  27,  1896,  Thomas  Skiles, 
aged  90  years,  1  month  and  13  days.  He 
passed  quietly  away,  of  old  age,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  brother  and  sister  Peter  Cripe,  where 
he  had  made  his  home  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years.     Funeral  conducted  by  the  writer. 

D.  P.  Miller. 

ADAMS.— In  the  Lafayette  church,  Ohio, 
March  13,  1896,  John  Adams,  aged  78  years, 
3  months  and  10  days.  Bro.  Adams  united 
with  the  Brethren  church  in  1882  and  lived  a 
consistent  life  until  the  Lord  called  him  from 
labor  to  reward,  funeral  by  Bro.  Charles 
Wilkins.  G.  A.  Snider. 

DUCK.— In  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  congrega- 
tion, Ind.,  Dec.  15,  1895,  Benjamin  Duck  aged 
75  years.  D.  P.  Miller. 

MARTIN —In  Shelby  County,  Iowa,  March 
17,  1896,  Obrecht  Martin,  aged  60  years  and 
1  days.  Deceased  was  born  March  17,  1835, 
n  Strasburg,  Germany,  emigrated  to  America 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  settled  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  remaining  there  two 
years,  thence  to  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  residing 
there  two  years.  In  1857  he  came  to  Shelby 
County,  Iowa.  He  was  "United  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Bachman,  of  Elkhart  County,  Ind.,  in 
i860.  Bro.  Obrecht  and  wife  united  with  the 
Brethren's  church  about  1867.  He  served  the 
church  faithfully  for  fourteen  years  as  a  dea- 
con, until  he  was  called  to  bis  bed  of  affliction 
over  three  years  ago.  His  affliction  and  suf- 
fering were  great,  but  he  bore  it  with  Christ- 

ke  patience.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  J.  W. 
Diehl  from  Rev.  14: 13.  Interment  in  the 
Bowman's  Grove  cemetery.        N.  C.  Hiatt. 

CASHOUR— In  the  Sams  Creek  church, 
Md.,  March  22,  1896,  sister  Harriet  E.  Cashour, 
aged  81  years,  7  months  and  23  days.  Fu- 
neral services  by  the  writer  from  Philpp.  1:21. 
Wm.  H.  Fi 


Stories  of  Mary,  "  or,  "  Evidences  ot  Mari- 
olatry."  By  Prof.  F.  A.  Wagner.  This  is  a 
paper-bound  book  of  208  pages,  showing 
the  superstitious  errors  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  It  is  creditable  to  say  this  work  is 
from  abuse  or  slander,  and  all  the  argu- 
;s  are  proven  from  the  most  reliable 
Catholic  authorities.  Price,  15  cents.  John  F. 
Rowe,  publisher,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  work 
full  ol  interest  for  those  desiring  to  study 
this  subject. 


-  MATRIMONIAL  - 


REED-THOMAS.— By  the  undersigned, 
at  Markleysburg,  Pa..  March  17,  1896,  Mr. 
Miller  W.  Reed,  of  West  Virginia,  and  Miss 
Susannah  Thomas,  of  Connelsville,  Pa. 

Samuel  C.  Umbel. 

GROFT— PATTERSON.- By  the  under 
signed,  at  his  residence  in  Lincoln  township 
Ogle  Co.,  III.,  April  2,  1896,  Bro.  Martin  W, 
Groft,  of  Eagle  Point,  and  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Pat. 
terson,  of  Mt.  Morris,  111.     M.  S.  Newcomer. 


FALLEN  i  ASLEEP 


EKLER.— In  the  St.  Joseph  Valley  congre 
ition,  Ind.,  May  19,  1895,  Bro.  John  Ekler 
;ed  75  years,  6  months  and  19  days.  H< 
rved  in  the  late  war.  In  1863  he  moved  t< 
idiana,  where  he  united  with  the  church, 
then  moved  to  Michigan.  Funeral  by  the 
«.  D.  P.  Miller 


BRUBAKER— In  the  Owl  Creek  church, 

Ohio,  March  25,  1896,  Elizabeth  M.  Hanawalt, 

aged  67  years,  7  months  and  8  days.    She  was 

1  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  17, 1828,  and 

married  to  Jacob  Brubaker  April  5,  1S49. 

i  union  was  blessed    with    ten    children, 

of  whom,  with  the  father,  have  gone  on  be- 

.    She  was  a  consistent    member  of  the 

Brethren  church  for  about  forty   years.     Fu- 

1  by  the  writer  and   Bro.  Keller  in  the 

Ankenytown  house.  C.  J,  Workman. 

HEESTAND.— In  the  Sandy  church,  Home- 
worth,  Ohio,  March  13,  1896,  after  a  long  ill- 
Bro.  John  Heestand,  aged  76  years,  8 
hs  and  13  days.  Deceased  was  a  con- 
it  member  of  the  Brethren  church  from 
his  youth.    Servicesby  Bro.  M.  W.  Hahn. 

THOMAS.  —  In  the  same  congregation, 
March  24,  1896,  Bro.  Eli  Thomas,  aged  59 
;,  8  months  and  25  days.  He  was  mar- 
to  Rachel  Bushman  Jan.  19,  1858.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children,— six  sons  and 
iree  daughters.  Four  preceded  him  to  the 
)irit  world.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
:n  church  twenty-six  years.  He  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacou  six  years  ago.  Serv- 
by  Eld.  Eli  Stroup,  assisted  by  Bro.  M. 
W.  Hahn.  Ella  Weaver. 

STONG.— In  the  Sweet  Water  Lake  church, 
Ramsey  Co.,  N.  Dak.,  March  10,  1806,  Wil- 
V.  Stong,  son  of  Bro.  John  and  Mary 
Stong,  aged  31  years.  6  months  and  6  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Juniata  County,  Pa. 
In  1876  he  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Car- 
roll County,  Ind.,  where  he  united  with  the 
Brethren  church,  and  lived  a  consistent  mem- 
ber until  death.  In  1894  he,  with  several  fam- 
ilies, emigrated  to  North  Dakota  where  he 
departed  ihis  life.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  two 
children.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  S.  N.  Ev- 
crsole  from  Gen.  28: 12.  J,  C.  Cripe 


April   18,   ,3 

CLINE.-In  the  Middle  k.,. 
tion,  Va.,  March  27,  ,896,  sister  rS* 
Cline,  aged  82  years,  1  month  and  16  H 
She  leaves  six  children.  Her  husband  pre*' 
ed  her  to  the  spirit  world  about  sixteen  yea« 
She  was  visiting  among  her  daughters  wh 
taken  sick,  and  died  there,  about  twelve  m '1  ° 
from  home.  J.  p.  Miller," 

KINDIG.— At  Juniata,  Nebr.,  of  heart  di 
ease,  Roy  J.  Kindig,  son  of  ftiend  P.  T.  JJ 
Anna  Kindig,  aged  3  years,  2  months  and  26 
days.  Services  from  Jer.  31:15-17  by  ,he 
wnter-  C.  Hope. 

EISENHOWER.-In  the  Philadelphia  con. 
gregation,  Pa.,  March  3, 1896,  sister  Louisa,  wife 
of  Bro.  Jonathan  Eisenhower,  aged  about  60 
years.  Funeral  by  the  writer  from  Philpp. ,.  2? 
Sister  Eisenhouer  was  quite  a  care  for  the  lasi 
two  years  on  account  of  the  condition  ol  her 
mind.     Death  was  a  relief  to  her. 

KOLB.— In  the  same  church,  March  25, 
1896,  sister  Charlotte  Kolb,  mother-in-law  of 
Bro,  I.  N.  Buckwalter,  aged  71  years.  Sister 
Kolb  was  an  invalid  for  some  time.  Part  0f 
the  last  year  she  was  entirely  helpless.  Kind 
hands  ministered  to  her.  Funeral  by  the  writ- 
erfromPs.  116.15.  T.T.Myers. 

TRENT.— In  the  Greene  church,  Greene 
Butler  Co.,  Iowa,  March  25,  1896,  Bro.  Wm 
Trent,  aged  77  years,  7  months  and  2  days. 
Deceased  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  forty-five  years.  Bro.  Trent  was  born 
in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  Aug.  23,  1818,  and 
when  twelve  years  old  went  to  Ohio,  remain- 
ing a  few  years,  going  from  there  to  Carroll 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  was  married  to  Diana 
Harter,  Nov.  23,  1843.  In  November,  1844, 
they  moved  to  Clay  County,  111.,  where  they 
lived  nine  years,  when  they  returned  to  Carroll 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  stayed  until  the 
spring  of  1880,  when  they  moved  to  Butler 
County,  Iowa,  and  have  since  made  this  place 
their  home.  Funeral  at  the  house  March  27 
by  Eld.  Harvey  Ikenberry.  The  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Brethren's  cemetery. 
J.  D.  Shook. 

UPDIKE.— Near  Molina,  Mesa  Co.,  Colo., 
Jan.  16,  1896,  sister  Mary  A.  Updike,  aged  35 
years,  3  months  and  5  days.  She  was  born 
near  Titusville,  Vanango  Co.,  Pa.  Her  maid- 
en name  was  Williams.  She  was  m.rSiu 
a  little  over  thirteen  years  ago.  She  leaves 
a  husband  and  five  children.  As  none  of  the 
Brethren  live  near,  the  funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  Mr.  F.  L.  Davis,  of  the  M.  E. 
church.  D.  A.  Chambers. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

First  District  of  West  Virginia. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Breth- 
ren's  Ministerial  Meeting  for  the  First  District 
of  West  Virginia,  to  be  held  in  the  German 
Settlement  congregation,  May  15  and  16,  1806: 

1.  "  Our  Ministerial  Meeting."— S.  A.  Fike. 

2.  "The  Church,  What  is  it?  Its  Object 
and  Aims."— Aaron  Fike,  John  Baker,  Peter 
Arnold. 

3.  "The  Characteristics  of  a  Gcod  Sunday 
School.  Its  Relation  to  the  Church  and  the 
Duties  of  the  One  to  the  Other."— Jeremiah 
Thomas,  John  Arnold,  J.  W.  Fleming. 

4.  "  How  shall  we  Proceed  in  the  Home 
Mission  so  as  to  Awaken  a  Greater  Interest 
in  the  Work?"— Jonas  Fike,  J.  M.  Leatherman 
G.  W.  Leatherman. 

5.  "  The  Ministry,  its  Power,  and  how  may 
its  Improprieties  in  Manners  and  General 
Deportment  in  and  out  of  the  Stand  be  most 
Successfully  Corrected?"— D.  B.  Arnold,  Jo- 
seph Guthrie,  Raphael  Baker. 

6.  "  Public  Prayer."— G.  S.  Arnold,  S.  A.  Sis- 
ler,  B.  W.  Smith. 

7.  "  Woman's  Work  in  the  Church  and  how 
to  Encourage  her  in  it."— Chas.  Franz,  Moses 
Fike,  Otis  Ebert. 

8.  "  Practical  Consecration  of  Officers  and 
Laity  to  the  Lord's  Work."— Frank  Nine,  John 
S.  Fike,  Nicholas  Leatherman. 

9-  "  Which  is  the  Best  Method  for  «" 
Church  to  Pursue  to  get  her  Talented  Breth- 
ren to  Utilize  new  Territories?  "-D.  B.  Arnold, 
J.  T.  Cosner,  Dennis  Clark. 

10.  "How  can  Series  of  Meetings  be  Con- 
ducted to  Obtain  best  Results?"— I.  w-  Aber' 
nathy,  Jonas  Fike,  John  Parish. 

Meeting  opens  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

G.  S.  Arnold,  )        „:„ee, 
B.W.Smith,   [Committee. 

J.  S.  Fike,        ) 


April 
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DISTRICT  riEETINQS. 


olonulo,  at  Portls,  Knns.,  In  tlie 
aro  District  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1 

..l.nri-l).      l.>i.'li'K!lli.'S     (.'<'miii-_  In 
->  UjirriilKirn  on  the  -Ttb. 


1  > .  - 1  ■  ■  u "  1 L  ■  ■  ■ 
Harrl"*-"- 
By    special 


June  16  auii  17,  at  l  p.  M.,  Yellow  Croek  oh 
June  17,  at  10  A  M„  Pipe  Creek  church,  lc 
June  17  and  18.  at  t  P.  M.,  Indian  Creek 

Maxwell,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 
June  18  and  19,  at  Hi  A.  M.,  Pine  Creek,  111. 
June  19,  at  3  P.  M.,  Springfield  church.  In 
June  20,  at  10  A.  M„  Middle  Creek  church, 
church,  near  Boyersford. 


Mstrlct  Meeting  of  Northeri 
Wisconsin,  In  the  Waddam' 
111  commencing  at  8  A.  M 
g  at  1  P-  M.  the  day  before. 
.r[)A  M.,  Western  District  of 
Markleysburg. 


.    vVt'llillg     1 


[)i'li'nat*.-9  1 


Somorileld,    Pa., 

d  conveyed  to  pla' 

isper  Barnthouse. 

.....  District  Minting  ' 

,  of   Kansas,  I 

Ida,    KaiiK.     I 


^i;:v: 


Oedur    Creek 


tMe 


I  Middle  Pennsylvania 
:  Pennsylvnn 


I  Miiunttiin  church,  Ar 
i  of  Michigan,  In  Bagin 


!■!,    Sin-Hit:  Civolt  incotinghoune  is 
0,    District  of  SoutliHi-i 

D is trie 
r  Ovid. 

mil  8,  at  8  A.  M.,MI( 
the  Mineral  Cre< 
atlng  the  day  previ< 


eS0,t 


,  We 


nch. 


e  2ii  and  '21,  at  11)  A.  M,,  Wvtindot  ehurcl 
indot  Co.,  Ohio. 

e  20,  at  2  P.  M.,  W.eeplng  Water  church, ', 
e  2fi  Solomon's  Creek  congregation,  two 


northeast  of  Mllford  Ji 
Ramsey  Co..  N.  Dak 
ine  27,  at  10  A.  m!,  Ni 


et  Water  Lake  chu 
Waterloo  church,  1< 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -Weekly;  wetl-illustra 
:d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
xplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
f  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
ie  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodical?, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


pril  -2*,  n 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

.  M.,  Harrison  Count 


j'ob'ok.  Walnut   Valley  church,  : 


Stroi't  Phihidi'lijiiit; 
May  9,  at  2  P.  M.,Navai 
May  0  and  10,  Abilene.  1 


0  House,  Abilen 

1  Center  church 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brcth- 
tr  German   Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pei 


•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS*" 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  time  or  more 1 

One  month  (4  times), 

iree  months  (i3tlme5) 

k  months  (a6  times) 

uveai  (5a  times) 

OF-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's ioserted  unless  moi 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

'or  25  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  full  50 
size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
id  (herb  form)  containing  the  medical  proper- 

,1  March  1, 18B8,  we  make  a  special  low  offer  to 
who  wlBh  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  now 
;he  offer,  etc.  Three  cents  In  stamps  will  get 
a  sample  of  Viotor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.     This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 

Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 


should  be  used  i 
of  (tor  people, 
Single  copy,  per 


all  the  schools  within  reach 


WAYNE  COUNTY  HEED 

POLAND-CHINAS 


,  Kuoii  ones,  will  brood 
;  but-  atr  lolly  tlrst-olusss 
•h  nihil  promptly. 


YOUR  CORN,  10  CENTS. 


Everybody  wl 
QUICK  CORN  Cl 


:   IU 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
s  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.     It   contains  the  lesson 
and    a  complete     explanation    of    the    lesson 
throughout.     In    preparing    this  quarterly 
keep    constantly    in   view    the    needs    01 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  tl 


d  has  a  corn  can  dispone  of  It  by 
,nt  box  Of  lHJUBKL'H  DOUBLE 
UK,  ihu  ehitmplou  of  all  rerae- 

of  Corns  whou  a  len-oont  box 
avo?  The  first  application  mops 
r  three  applications  remove  tho 
111"  uri'iil out  remedies  ot  Its  kind 


Constipation.  Agents  wantm 
Live  agents  can  make  from  J 
Write  quick  for  territory  and 


Havo  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble  ? 


Single  1 


icription,  one 


-  IS  '■: 


3Xc 


Fredorlok,  Md. 


Lancaa- 


"•fI.-iSK.Si. 


.,  Everett,  Heuford  Co.,  Pa. 
.,  Fftlla  City  church,  Nebr. 
M.|  Woodbury  church,    Bedfo 

.,  j tunes  Creek,  Pa. 
.  M-,  Oakland  church,  Darke  C 

at  2  P.  M.,  Kingsley  church,  Iov 

1.,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 

it  2  P.  M.,  Nnpervllle  church,  Hi. 
i,.  M  ,  Dry  Creek  church,  Linn  C 

Upper  Conewago  church,  Pn.,  0 

»t3P.  M.,  Lanark,  111. 


P.  M.,  Cherry  < 


Muy   "JO, 
May  81,  a 


.  M.,C 


New- 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


,  South 


.,  Okaw  church.  111. 
4  P.M.,  Spring  Run,  Pa. 
May  28,  Bear  Creek  church,  Md 
May  23,  at  4  1',  M.,  Fairvlew  church,  Pa. 
Mav23  at  10  A    M  .  Bethel  congregation,  Holt  Co. 
'Mo'  ju  the  wmmw  t  Teelc  ui.^tinghouse. 

iroh.Pn. 


Mille   Lacs  and    MorrlB< 
tributary  to  Milacn  Btftt 

from  Minneapolis  and  10 

West  Superior. 


a  agricultural  lo 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  tbe 
and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  greai 
d  every  lesson  is  illustrated.    Tbe  lilth 


Kidney  Tonic 


:  delighted  with  it. 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Oui 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  -pie; 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and 


1L!S7   Binls  unci 

IL-Kfl     Howe  I'M  li 


Landscape,  si 
l.tuicLsL'upi'.s: 


Wl'.'-,    I.iuelsi_-n[je  and  I 


P.  M.,  Upper  Dublin 


May  23  and  2 


Siuy;;uiiiul  :il.ut  2  F.  M 

Co.,  Iowa. 
May  DO,  Walnut  Grove  oliurch,  CU 
May  30  at  4  P.  M.,  Edna  Mills,  Ind 
June  2,  at  2  P.  M.,  Booth,"  Kans. 

church. 
June  5,  at  i  P.  M.,  Monticello  chur 
-June  Hand  7,  Klulilmul  eliurt'li.  11 1  • 


thoN.P.  R.'r. 

^aat  of  Liuwood, 
ngregntion,  Pa., 


of  Tipton,  Ceda/ 


Juh 


I  River  Dlstr 
2,  at  3  P.M.,: 

re   Co'M"iud.', 


,  slater  Kendalla's 
Creek,  Dallas  Co, 
lurch,  Kana.,  neai 


Jnne  is  and  14,  at  1  P.  M„  Hlokory  Grove,  Carroll 


1  pur- 


1  and  dairy   I 


da  are  specially  adapted  for 
slneas,  but  will  raise  large 
barley  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
orn,  vegetables  and  potatoes  In  great  abundance 
nd  of  best  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  of 
he  closo  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Du- 
uth  and  West  Superior,  are 
ate  for  shipping  of  grain  bein 
,er  hundred.    The  lands  are 


nly  VA  t 


►rmation  apply 


ExoluBlve  Brethren  Agent. 


Boy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


»-      Catalogue  free.  Address, 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Freeport1III..U.S<A. 


Scripture  Text  'J 
When  ordei 

emaybent 


ig  cards  be  s 
well  as  th< 
nistake. 


Host  Jelly  Co.. 
Kb y  Tonic 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday 
Write  us  for  prices  on  good 
tised  here. 

)dge,  perd 


looks,. 


r   r.iu;. 


iorH,  with  line  engravlngB,  1 
ir,  piotorlal  chart  of  eeoh 


Other  Helpi.; 


■  prepan 


Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  anr 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  v- 
efore  ordering  elsewhere, 
Addreia 

'S  PUBLISHINO  CO., 

Mount   Morris,   111. 


I  FARMERS r 


,  Hulblliic,  MiliiieuiJolls, 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltim 

II  —  .     Hii'v, 
and   Roots 


1.  Poultry,  Game 


[try,  G; 


AGENTS,   READ   THIS! 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 


Hides,  Dried  Fruits 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


The  Most  Complete  > 


THIS)    308PBL    MESSBNOaB. 


April  18, 


Highest  of  all  id  Leivening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


Rctoieakins 


Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


*  a  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  ft      Fine^Black^tilk^Watch^hains 


April  I 

Aprils 

April  2 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


M.,  KriRllsli  Prairie  church,  Ind. 


May  10,  ill  4  P.  M.,  Simla  Ke,  Kans. 

Mi.v  19  and  SO,  Hade  house,  Palling  Spring  ohuroh, 

Pa 
May  80,  White  Oak  churoli,  Pa- 
May  91,  Honey  Greek  ohuroh,  Nodaway  Co.,  Mo. 
May  n.  at  6  P.  M.,  Ballmonle  ohuroh,  Huntington 


May  S 


i.,  Km-kini: 


:>.,  Mo 


,  Wa- 
egntlon,  Cnro- 


May  :'i; 


,  Hraudt'B  church.  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 

'.  M„  Bethel  ohuroh,  Thayer  Co.,  Nebr 
May  80,  Walnut  Grove  church,  Clinton  Co.,  Mo. 
May  3a,  at  i  P.  M„  Bethel  church,  Nebr. 
June 0 and 7, at S  P.M.,  Franklin  Grove,  III. 


,  M., 


i   din 


Bel    River  church,  six  miles 
t  Prairie  ohuroh,  Plymouth 
district,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind. 
anilt  churob,  Madison  Co., 
liureu,  Kans. 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER! 


Wslli  and  Foster  Counties,  North  Dakota 

If  You   Are  Going  to    North    Dakota   thi 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 

THKiiK  ARF.  sPMimti    elevators,    and    numerou 


Marl.'  K.  R., 


—the  Minneapolis, 


competing  mil 
ni  and  Sauii  ste. 
Pacific  Railroad 


...THE  THIRD... 

Annual  Excursion 


Of  Brethren  and  Friends ! 

Left  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  for  the 
North  Dakota  Colonies  March  26, 
and  numbered  1,030  souls.  An- 
other excursion  left  April  8,  and 
additional  excursion  parties  will 
leave  from  time  to  time  during 
1890.  The  Brethren  located  in 
North  Dakota,  with  Churches 
organized,  arc  all  on  the  Line 
of  the  Great  Northern  Rail- 
way, and  the  members  are  anxious 
that  those  seeking  new  homes 
should  join  the  churches  and  colo- 
nies already  established. 

8@™For  printed  matter  and  personal 
information,  address  or  apply  to  the 
undersigned,  who  organized  the  move- 
ment of  Brethren  to  North  Dakota, 
and  is  prepared  to  help  others  in  find- 
ing locations  in  the  best  agricultural 
sections  of  that  State. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FARM  FOR  SALE 


Of    160  Acres,  lo 


limh.-r  Information  n 


ny  stomach,  giving  a  splendid  appetite.    li 

iliort,  it  has  done  mo  more  good  than  any  thing : 

Isaac  N.  Bnowberger,  of  Flint,  Ind.,  writes  Feb 
0, 1800;  "I  think  every  family  should  keep  yom 
emedies  In  their  home,  as  they  are  all  that  you 
Inlin  for  them.    I  am   forty-four  years   old,  anil 


yJnga  good  deal  I 


Counties. 
Department  of  the  Northern  Pacltl 
Railroad  has  250,000  aores  of  land  In  Foster  an 
Counties,  of  which  they  have  reserved  thre 
hips  to  be  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethrei 
ave  agreed  to  give  land  for  a  site,  and  flv 
hundred  dollars  towards  the  erection  of  a  churc 
for  the  use  of  the  Brethren. 
The  prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  $8  t 


9  glv 


North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once,  and 

cost  Id  getting  passenger  and  freight 
not  locate  until  you  have  Investigated, 

MOTT, 

,tlon  Agent,  N.  t 

Commissioner,  N.  P.  K.  R. 


General  fimig 
W.  H  Ph 


I  spring  oiler  we  will  sent 
ties  of  Discovery  on  reel 
who  lives  in  a.  locality  -wh 
J  offer  is  good  for  a  shot 

S.  E.DUBBEL&CO., 


Stop  a  Moment. 


EGGS  FOR  HATCHING. 

The  rjreatest  Winter  Layers: 
Black  Langshans, 
Large,  Single  and  Rose  Comb  Brown 

Leghorns, 
Barred  and  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 
Pekin  Ducks  of  Oreat  Size, 
Fine     Light     Brahmas     and    White 

Wyandottes. 


FREE 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

to  mall  a  frev  sample 


afflicted  people.  It  will  be  sold  tbroueb 
agents.  Special  terms  to  readers  of  the 
Messenger  on  application.    Address 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  for  the  United  Statei, 


You  Kid  a  Little  Farm ,., 

On  a  California  Colony.. 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing  I  j 


There  i 


) excuse  for 


Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it,        ""  "tdr 
Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  m  t 
■"ring   blanks,  Ll 
for  ordering  wiu  bc 


clothing, 
t  on  applk 


Our 


nple  any 


for  self. 


understand  thi 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  I 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purcha 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices  ' 
are  reasonable.     Address,  1 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

WARSAW,  IND, 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearly  100  pages  8xin 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  o' 
best  quality  ol  paper.  It  i3  really  the  finest  book  ol  it! 
class  published.    Price,  15  cents.    Address:  C.  C,  SHOE- 


MAKER, Freeport,  111..  U.  S.  . 


4*m6 


DO  YOU  WANT 

A  Southern  Home 


1  in  abundance,  1 


JOHN  W.  GOOD, 
Remington  P.  O.,  Fauquier  Co,, 
0  S.  P.  Sanger,  Bridge-water,  Va. 


ing  with  your  close  and  Intelligent  neigh 
true  brotherly  style,  about  exchanging 
I  implements  a  few  weeks  hence,  at  the 
est  of  clover   bay. 
1  start  on  the  Dos  Palos  Colony  with  ai 

the  Paradise  of  tub  moicld — Cali^or 
B.  MARKS, 

Omaha,  Nebr 


IT  STIMULATES  FAITH 


read  of  the  bravery  of  nt-hc 


)  thosu  who  order  compli-lv  bunk  now.    Address 

OPS  PUBLISHING  CO.,    ' 

Covington,  Obic 


i  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 
Address:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Ht.  Morris.  III. 

*®"Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


i 
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...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5^x7  inches. 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sus  Christ,  6  the  Bon  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'eaac;  and 
"I'saac  begat  Ja'cQb;  and  -Oa'cgb 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  b  Jfj'das  begat  Pha'rfis  and 


Za'ra   of  Tha'n 


and  fcPha'r8s 


Thi; 


in  Persian  Levant,  divinity «.» 
cuit,  leather  lined  to  edge,r« 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed 
and  is  probably  the  most  dor* 
ble  Bible  for  the  price  on  the 
market.  It  is  our  selechoa 
among  the  Bibles,  and  tl'e  °ne 
we  would  recommend  above 
all  others.  It  contains  all  the 
helps,  maps,  etc..  etc.,  hckmB 
ing  to  the  best  0!  Bibles.  TW 
market  price  is  Su.S°.  bot  H 
will  send  it  post-paid  lor 

$4.00- 


(ail  to  call  lor  No.  1836  wlicn  you  order, 

iudrai,  BRBTIlRBrJ'S  PUBLISHING  COBPANV, 

Mt.  Morris,  1 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-PMl.  i :  if. 


Vol.  34, 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  April  25,  1896. 


No.  17. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Published  Wurtly,  at  $1,60  per  Annum,  ty 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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»  EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY  <- 


It  is  said  that  a  man  in  Switzerland  has  invent- 
ed a  speaking  watch  which  calls  out  the  hours  in 
a  small  voice  so  distinctly*that  it  can  be  easily  un- 
derstood. It  may  be,  indeed,  convenient  for  the 
busy  man  at  his  desk  to  hear  his  watch  calling 
out  the  time  every  fifteen  minutes.  But  in  course 
of  time  he  may  become  so  accustomed  to  the 
voice  that  he  will  fail  to  hear  some  of  its  most 
important  announcements.  But  how  about  the 
preacher,  who  preaches  long  sermons?  It  will  be 
just  a  little  annoying  to  him,  when  all  the  watch- 
es in  the  congregation  speak  right  out,  and  tell 
him  that  it  is  time  for  him  to  bring  his  remarks 
to  a  close.  Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  speak- 
ing watch,  it  can  never  be  as  important  as  the  con- 
science that  daily  whispers  in  a  still,  small  voice, 
telling  us  that  this,  that  and  the  other  thing  is 
wrong. 

That  which  benefits  the  body  often  proves 
helpful  to  the  soul,  as  well  as  to  the  mind,  and  for 
this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  we  welcome  the  in- 
ventions and  discoveries  calculated  to  relieve  the 
afflicted.  The  X  rays  are  being  turned  to  a  very 
practical  use  in  this  respect.  By  the  use  of  an 
instrument,  called  the  fluoroscope,  invented  by 
Edison,  the  physician  can  see  through  the  hand, 
the  arm,  leg,  or  even  the  body,  and  learn  the  real 
condition  of  any  part  of  the  system.  In  this  way 
he  will  be  enabled  to  locate  many  diseases  and 
determine  the  causes  of  afflictions  to  much  better 
advantage  than  heretofore.  Scientific  men  and  in- 
ventors are  bringing  to  light  much  that  has  been 
hidden  from  the  past  generations,  and  the  world 
will  be  made  'only  the  better  for  it  mentally  and 
physically  at  least.  We  would  have  still  greater 
reasons  to  rejoice  if  the  promoters  of  religion  and 
morality  could  also  devise  ways  and  means  cal- 
culated to  help  the  world  as  much  spiritually. 


Thehe  are  said  to  be  over  2,000  Greeks  in  the 
City  of  Chicago.  While  they  yet  speak  the 
language  of  their  country,  and  worship  in  the 
Greek  church,  still  they  fall  in  with  American  ways 
quite  readily.  That  is  all  right  as  long  as  Ameri- 
can ways  are  not  wrong.  It  is  sound  doctrine, 
while  among  the  Romans,  to  do  as  Rome  does  pro- 
vided Rome  does  not  do  wrong,  but  when  Rome 
departs  from  the  way  that  is  right,  wisdom  dictates 
that  the  Christian  should  continue  on  in  the  way 
the  Lord  has  marked  out.  To  do  this  requires  sta- 
bility, and  stability  is  the  very  element  that  should 
enter  into  every  Christian's  make-up.  He  should 
not  be  moved  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine. 


/  One  of  our  brethren  thinks  that  Raikes  has  had 
the  honor  of  being  the  originator  of  Sunday  schools 
long  enough,  and  sends  us  a  clipping  taken  from 
the  Lewisburg  (Pa.)  Journal.  It  gives  the  honor  to 
whom  honor  is  due,  and  reads  as  follows: 

"In  a  letter  recently  received  from  niy  friend.  Dr.  Heilman, 
of  Lebanon  County,  he  states,  that  at  their  County  Sunday 
School  Convention,  held  Feb.  27,  he  presented,  for  examina- 
tion, a  complete  set  of  Sunday  school  tickets,  381  in  number, 
printed  in  1744,  at  Germantown,  by  Christopher  Sower,  for 
the  use  of  the  Germans,  in  their  Sunday  school  work.  These 
tickets  have  been  kept  in  their  family  for  many  years  as  an 
heirloom.  Heretofore,  to  Robert  Raikes,  of  England,  has 
been  conceded  the  honor  of  first  establishing  the  Sunday 
school,  in  1781,  but  these  tickets  show  the  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans to  have  preceded  Raikes  in  this  matter  by  nearly  forty 
years.  This  may  be  quite  astonishing  to  Sunday  school  his- 
torians, but  as  the  doctor  produced  the  tickets  in  proof,  the 
honor  must  pass  from  Raikes  to  our  own  Pennsylvania  Ger- 
mans."—7.  A.  Gundy,  March  2$,  /So;. 

Any  of  our  people  having  access  to  additional  in- 
formation concerning  these  Sunday  school  cards, 
and  the  early  history  of  Sunday  schools  among  the 
Brethren,  will  confer  a  favor  on  our  readers,  by 
giving  such  information  publicly  through  the  col- 
umns of  the  Messenger. 


In  literature,  as  well  as  in  nature  and  grace, 
some  things  have  to  run  their  course,  and  it  seems 
that  the  so-called  "  Higher  Criticism," — spiritual 
La  Grippe,— -is  no  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
It  has  seen  its  best  days,  but  has  left  many  souls 
mere  wrecks  of  their  former  greatness.  Others  it 
has  strengthened,  but  the  whole  Christian  world 
is  all  the  better  fortified  for  another  attack  should 
it  ever  come.  On  this  line  the  Journal  and  Messen- 
ger (Baptist)  says:  "  It  is  coming  to  be  pretty  well 
understood  that  the  day  of  the  destructive  critic 
is  over,  for  this  generation.  No  doubt  another  age 
will  have  its  own  disturbers,  objectors,  '  critics  '  ; 
but  so  far  as  the  present  generation  is  concerned, 
the  day  of  those  who  have  sought  to  undermine 
confidence  in  the  Word  of  God,  by  trying  to  make 
it  appear  to  have  been  written  in  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent age  and  by  an  entirely  different  process 
than  is  generally  supposed,  is  about  over.  They 
have  said  about  all  they  have  to  say.  They  have 
exhausted  their  ammunition,  their  guns  have  been 
disabled,  and  they  are  about  ready  to  retire  from 
the  field,  for  the  present  at  least.  Even  in  Ger- 
many, the  source  of  nearly  all  the  ideas  which  have 
been  exploited  before  us  for  the  past  dozen  years, 
the  newer  men  are  coming  to  dissent  from  the 
conclusions  reached  by  their  immediate  progen- 
itors and  are  discarding  them.  Nobody  who 
knows  anything  of  the  history  of  the  books  of  th< 
Bible  doubts  that  there  is  a  field  for  what  is  prop 
erly  denominated  'higher  criticism;'  but  it  is  al 
together  certain  that  the  highest  criticism  tend: 
to  establish  and  not  to  destroy  the  Word  of  God." 


In  this  age  when  so  many  cities  are  building,  and 
the  population  constantly  increasing,  the  paving  of 
the  streets  becomes  a  matter  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. Pavements  should  be  constructed  of  ma- 
terial that  is  durable,  healthful  and  economical. 
For  that  purpose  cork  is  now  taking  a  very  high 
rank  in  some  of  the  large  cities  of  Europe.  In  ad- 
dition to  being  lasting,  healthful  and  economical  it 
is  said  to  be  noiseless.  This  is  greatly  in  its  favor. 
The  material  to  be  used  in  the  paving  of  the  streets, 
in  the  New  Jerusalem,  however,  will  be  quite  an 
improvement  over  anything  yet  discovered  for  that 
purpose  in  this  world.  It  is  to  be  pure  gold,  dura- 
ble, elastic  and  healthful.  In  the  eyes  of  God  the 
cost  will  be  as  nothing,  for  he  owns  the  world,  and 
may  have  stored  away  all  the  gold  needed  to  pave 
the  streets  of  even  many  large  cities.  As  pilgrims, 
we  travel  to  a  city  yet  to  come. 


It  does  seem  to  us  that  church  edifices  ought  to 
be  kept  for  purely  religious  purposes  and  not 
turned  over  to  the  public  for  mere  worldly  inter- 
ests. When  upon  the  earth  Jesus  found  occasion 
to  cleanse  the  temple  on  Mount  Moriah,  and  were 
he  in  the  United  States  to-day  he  would  most  as- 
suredly denounce  some  of  the  semi-worldly  gather- 
ings in  hundreds  of  the  Christian  churches.  We 
are  just  a  little  surprised  at  the  following  from  the 
Christian  Evangelist,  of  St.  Louis:  "  On  Sunday  ev- 
ening, March  1,  there  was  held  in  the 
Christian  church,  St.  Louis,  a  service  that  was 
unique  in  its  nature.  The  church  edifice  was 
packed  to  its  utmost  capacity  by  an  audience  in 
which  the  men  outnumbered  the  women  three  to 
one.  After  the  singing  of  "  God  Bless  Our  Native 
Land,"  Judge  Stevens  arose,  and  on  behalf  of 
Council  32  of  Missouri  American  Protective  Asso- 
ciation, presented  the  church  with  the  large  Ameri- 
can flag  which  was  tastefully  draped  behind  the 
pulpit.  The  pastor,  Rev.  Frank  G.  Tyrrell  accept- 
ed the  flag  for  the  congregation,  and  choir  and 
congregation  joined  in  singing,  "  The  Star  Spangled 
Banner."  Then  followed  the  sermon  by  the  pastor 
on  the  subject:  "Our  public  school  system:  its 
friends  and  its  enemies."  The  address  was  most 
enthusiastically  received,  the  speaker  being  fre- 
quently interrupted  by  applause.  At  the  close  the 
vast  audience  sang,  "  My  country,  'tis  of  thee,"  as  it 
is  but  seldom  sung.  The  primary  object  of  this 
service  was  to  prepare  the  people  for  the  school 
election,  to  occur  the  following  Tuesday."  No 
one  ought  to  object  to  properly  preparing  the 
minds  of  the  people  for  an  important  school  elec- 
tion, but  to  introduce  into  the  church  performances 
and  exercises  that  are  wholly  worldly  in  their  na- 
ture and  appearance,  it  seems  to  us,  is  entirely  out 
of  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel. 
The  New  Testament  church  of  apostolic  times, 
most  assuredly  never  endorsed  proceedings  any- 
thing like  this.  Candidly,  we  had  expected  better 
things  of  the  Central  Christian  church  of  St.  Louis. 


BRUMBAUGH'S  OLIMPSES  FROM  FOREIGN  TRAVEL. 
Number  Forty-one. 


TO   ALE 

Once  more  we  gather  our  luggage  about  us,  bid 
lieu  to  our  landlord  and  family,  and  take  the 
train  for  Alexandria,  the  second  city  of  Egypt 
d  the  leading  commercial  city  of  the  Mediter- 
anean.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  sea  coast 
and  contains  over  two  hundred  thousand  inhabi- 
tants,—Europeans,  Mohammedans,  Jews,  etc.    The 
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distance  between  Cairo  and  Alexandria  is  from 
three  to  six  hours,  owing  to  the  train  you  take. 
Much  of  the  country,  through  which  the  road 
passes,  is  the  best  of  farm  land,  being  part  of  the 
Nile  Delta,  and  can  be  readily  irrigated.  The  trip 
was  an  interesting  one,  opening  up  unto  us  new 
scenes,  a  strange  people  and  ancient  customs. 
On  our  arrival  we  were  taken  to  the  Hotel  Conti- 
nental, where  we  were  assigned  pleasant  rooms, 
fronted  by  the  rolling  waves  of  the  sea,  which, 
though  interesting  to  look  at  from  a  distance,  re- 
minded us  of  some  of  the  sad  tossings  in  time 
past,  and  the  possibilities  of  more  soon  to  follow. 

After  being  satisfactorily  located,  we  walked  and 
drove  through  the  greater  part  of  the  city  and 
some  of  its  surroundings.  Much  of  the  city  is 
modern,  though  founded  332  years  B.  C.  The 
streets  and  avenues  are  nicely  paved;  the  squares 
are  large  and  the  parks  arc  fine  and  luxurious  in 
their  appointments.  In  the  suburbs  are  great  palm 
groves,  bowed  down  with  enormous  bunches  of 
dates,  yellow  for  the  gathering  and  tempting  to 
the  eyes  and  the  taste  as  well. 

The  city  has  not  only  the  indications  of  pios- 
perity,  but  its  surroundings  everywhere  show  pro- 
ductiveness, plenty  and  abundance,  and  we  were 
made  to  feel,  that,  if  this  people  are  appreciative 
in  proportion  as  they  are  blessed,  they  ought  to 
be  happy  and  good.  Had  we  the  time  we  would 
gladly  spend  some  time  in  this  place.  But  on  the 
morrow  comes  to  this  harbor  the  "Singapore," 
from  Bombay,  and  our  arrangement  is  to  take  it 
for  Naples.  So,  again,  we  prepare  for  another 
ride  over  the  great  deep,  and  thus  close  our  so- 
journ in  the  land  of  Egypt. 

TO    NAPLES. 

In  the  early  morning,  as  the  stars  commrnce 
fading  before  the  stronger  light  of  the  rising  sun, 
our  waking  senses  are  greeted  with  the  sweet  notes 
of  singing  birds,  as  they  warble  their  first  notes 
to  the  coming  day,  and  our  heart  is  made  to  laugh 
as  the  thought  comes  to  us, — no  not  yet;  one  more 
stop  and  then — 

Hastily  our  preparations  are  made,  and  while 
making  them  threatening  clouds  sheet  the  heavens, 
the  rain  falls,  the  wind  blows,  and  as  we  look  out- 
ward the  great  waves  roll  and  dash. 

The  appointed  hour  has  come  and  we  enter 
the  spacious  and  well-ordered  "Singapore."  The 
mighty  engines  commence  trembling  from  the  force 
of  the  pressure  of  fire  and  steam,  the  great  shaft 
tumbles  into  revolutions  the  strong  screw,  which 
whirls  and  foams  in  the  elements  beneath,  and 
the  floating  home  commences  plowing  through  the 
rolling  waves.  As  we  move  outward  and  onward, 
the  surging  and  tossing  increases;  some  sick. 
Further  on  there  is  more  tossing,  and  "  sicker." 
Towards  evening,  still  rougher, —  quite  sick.  Night, 
waves  dashing  against  state-room  window, — very 
sick.  Next  morning  the  storm  is  still  on.  The 
breakfast  gong  rings,  but  only  a  few  respond, 
— at  the  table,  we  mean.  Noon  and  evening  the 
storm  is  still  on,  but  by  next  morning  the  wind 
has  ceased  and  faces  long  have  shortened.  Smiles 
and  the  sounds  of  gladness  were  seen  and  heard 
throughout  the  border  of  our  floating  home.  By 
moonlight  we  saw  the  Island  of  Cando  as  we 
passed  by.  Then  followed  a  calm  sea  and  on  Sun- 
day morning  we  anchored  in  the  quiet  harbor  of 
the  City  of  Messina,  on  the  Island  of  Sicily. 

As  we  were  to  remain  at  anchor  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  we  concluded  to  take  a  boat  and  spend 
the  time  in  the  city.  And  we  were  not  only  en- 
tertained but  surprised  at  its  size,  magnificence 
and  surrounding  beauty.     It  is  a  city  of  126,000. 

The  following  notes  we  made  of  it  while  there: 
"  Fine  place  with  European  appearance;  English 
spoken;  fine  and  high  buildings;  wide  and  paved 
streets;   people  well   dressed   and  general   indica- 


tions of  prosperity.  Located  on  an  inclined  flat, 
near  the  seashore,  backed  by  beautiful  pyramidical 
and  conical  hills,  terraced  and  green  to  the  tops." 

The  island  is  said  to  be  very  productive,  and 
fruits  of  all  kinds  are  raised  here  in  great  abun- 
dance. It  was  here  we  saw  the  largest  bunch  of 
grapes  on  our  trip.  It  was  fully  two  and  one-half 
feet  long  and  would  fill  a  half  bushel  measure. 

The  City  of  Messina  was  founded  792  years  be- 
fore Christ,  though  modern  in  appearance  as  now 
seen.  The  island  contains  a  number  of  other 
cities, — Palermo,  with  24^,000;  Catania,  with  107,- 
000,  and  Syracuse  with  29,000  inhabitants. 

In  the  evening  we  again  started  northward. 
As  the  night  was  moonlight,  the  air  mild  and  pleas- 
ant and  the  sea  calm,  self  and  Bro.  Myers  re- 
mained on  deck  quite  late  and  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  Isles  of  Lipari  and  Stromboli.  The 
sight  is  a  grand  one  as  you  view  them  in  the  dis- 
tance through  the  soft  and  silvery  light  of  the 
moon,  bulging  up  in  great  pyramids  from  out  their 
ocean  beds,  and  surged  around  their  bases  by  the 
dashing  waves. 

As  we  awake  from  our  peaceful  slumbers  we  find 
ourselves  at  anchor  in  the  harbor,  fronting  the 
City  of  Naples.  And  as  we  have  three  days,  be- 
fore we  can  take  the  ship  for  home,  we  again  place 
ourselves  in  the  care  of  Hotel  Vesuvius,  with  the 
purpose  of  spending  the  time  in  visiting  some  of 
the  places  we  missed  on  our  former  visit  to  this 
city. 

POZZUOLI    (I'UTEOLI    OF    PAUL,) 

As  this  was  the  landing  place  of  Paul  on  his 
eventful  trip  to  Rome,  it  was  our  purpose  to  go 
and  see  the  place.  Acts  28;  13,  14.  The  place  is 
six  miles  west  of  the  city,  to  which  there  are  two 
fine  roads,  the  one  leading  along  the  bay,  and  the 
other  ascending  upwards  over  the  hill  and  affording 
a  most  beautiful  view  of  the  city,  the  bay  and  the 
islands  of  the  sea.  Going  out  we  took  the  upper 
one,  and  as  we  had  a  friendly  driver,  he  took 
great  delight  in  showing  us  the  points  of  interest 
by  the  way.  First  we  passed  through  a  long 
tunnel,  made  in  the  solid  rock,  and  lighted  all 
the  way  by  electricity.  Then  we  passed  by  lank 
Anaguo,  a  crater,  now  drained.  Near  by  this  are 
singular  ancient  baths  of  sulphurous  gas,  also 
famous  for  carbonic  acid,  the  effects  of  which  are 
tried  on  unhappy  dogs.  A  little  further  on  we 
pass  a  large  prison,  where,  our  guide  told  us, 
prisoners  were  beheaded  and  their  bodies  fed  to 
the  lions. 

And  now  we  come  to  Pozzuoli,  the  place  where 
Sylla  died,  Hadrian  was  buried  and  St.  Paul  so- 
journed seven  days.  As  we  stood  on  the  seashore 
at  the  old  ship-landing  and  saw  the  large  waves 
surging  against  the  shore,  our  thoughts  went  back 
to  the  time  when  Paul,  the  greatest  of  Christian 
heroes,  landed  at  this  same  place  on  his  way  to 
Rome, — to  imprisonment  and  to  death.  Here  we 
saw  the  beginning  of  the  "  Appian  Way,"  as  it  was 
when  he  passed  over  it,  outward  from  sea  and 
towards  the  great  city,  and  then  the  center  of  the 
Eastern  world.  Our  visit  to  this  place  was  one  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest,  and  impressions  were 
made  that  will  be  life-lasting.  On  our  return  we 
came  the  lower  road  and  enjoyed  a  grand  ride 
alongside  of  the  sea  and  harbor. 

Our  next  and  last  outing  was  to  Herculaneum, 
founded  by  Hercules.  This  city,  with  Pompeii, 
was  buried  in  A.  D.  79  by  an  eruption  of  Vesuv 
It  was  discovered  in  1719,  when  a  well  was  bi  0 
dug.  Since  then,  excavations  made  have  shown 
that,  from  forty  to  ninety  feet  beneath  the  present 
town  of  Resina,  is  a  large  and  splendid  ancient 
city,  whose  statues,  mural  paintings,  papyri,  etc., 
are  adorning  the  museums.  It  was  richer  than 
Pompeii,  but  is  much  more  deeply  buried,  and  by 
lava  that  is  almost  as  solid  as  rock.  Because  of 
this  hardness,  but  little  excavating  has  been  done, 


so  that  the  treasures  of  this  once  proud  city  win 
remain  forever  in  silence,  under  its  cover  of  lava 
rock. 

THE    HOMEWARD    LOOK. 

Though  blessed,  during  our  long  trip,  with  al- 
most perfect  health,— seasickness  excepted,— and 
every  day  full  of  interest,  with  new  scenes  in  old- 
d  surroundings,  yet,  when  the  time  came 
for  the  end  of  our  wanderings,  home  ties  were 
Irawing  us  so  strongly  that  we  almost  became 
mpatient  at  the  thought  of  an  eleven  days'  trip 
;hrough  the  ocean  in  a  conveyance  that  can  neith- 
er be  pulled  or  pushed  out  of  its  regular  and  es- 
tablished-time movement. 

Early  in  the  morning,  as  we  look  out  from  our 
hotel  window,  over  the  bay,  we  sight,  in  the  dis- 
tance, the  outlines  of  the  white  "  Fulda,"  the  ship 
selected  to  bear  us  across  the  ocean  waves  and 
tides  to  our  far-away  Western  home. 
After  a  well-ordered  breakfast  and  a  hasty  pack- 
g,  we  bade  farewell  to  our  Vesuvius  home,  and 
by  10:30  we  were  aboard  the  beautiful  "Fulda" 
and  pleasantly  located  in  our  state-rooms  for  our 
home  trip.  On  the  way  we  made  a  day  stop,  and 
spent  part  of  Sunday  in  the  City  of  Algiers,  Africa. 
This  is  a  very  fine  Southern  city,  most  beautifully 
located  on  a  hillside  facing  the  sea.  The  build- 
ngs,  streets,  squares,  parks,  etc.,  have  a  European 
and  modern  appearance,  so  much  so  that  we  could 
hardly  realize  that  we  were  really  in  the  heathen 
land,  of  which  we  had  read  so  many  stories  of  its 
people,  customs  and  mode  of  life.  And  while  this 
true,  the  place  but  very  faintly,  indeed,  repre- 
sents the  inland  people,  their  cities  and  modes  of 
life.  Our  visit  to  the  city  was  exceedingly  inter- 
esting and  while  there  we  were  made  to  think  of 
the  old  missionary  hymn  that  we  learned  to  sing 
in  our  boyhood  days,  part  of  which  is:  "Where 
Afric's  sunny  fountains  roll  down  their  goldeVi 
sand."  We,  of  course,  did  not  see  enough  of  t'l*. 
country  to  catch  the  poet's  imagery,  but  we  did  feel 
the  force  of  the  hot  rays  of  the  sun,  as  the  foun- 
tains of  perspiration  coursed  their  way  down  over 
our  face  and  body. 

Our  next  stop  was  at  Gibraltar,  a  place  and  city 
so  well  known  by  the  general  reader,  that  we  shall 
not  take  the  time  and"  space  for  description.  The 
remaining  part  of  our  trip  was  such  as  is  gener- 
ally experienced  on  sea  voyages.  And  of  our 
landing  at  New  York,  just  six  months  and  one  day 
from  time  of  starting,  we  need  not  tell.  To  us  it 
was  a  glad  day  when  we  were  permitted  to  once 
more  set  our  feet  on  American  soil  and  feel  that 
we  were  again  under  the  protection  of  her  benign 
government.  As  we  wended  our  way  up  along  the 
sides  of  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Blue  Juniata, 
hedged  about  by  mountains,  hills,  bluffy  rocks,  be- 
tween the  rich  bottom  lands,  we  were  reminded 
of  the  fact  that  six  months  ago,  as  we  left  our 
home  eastward  over  the  same  road  and  through 
the  same  scenes,  it  was  the  beginning  of  harvest, 
with  here  and  there  the  first  ripe  sheaves  already 
in  the  shock,  while  the  fields  were  rapidly  turning 
to  the  golden,  for  the  harvest.  And  now  all  this  is 
past;  the  summer  has  gone,  autumn  blending 
towards  the  winter  garb,  and  indications  all  about, 
that  the  holidays,  with  their  varied  prospects  and 
gladsome  gifts,  were  almost  ready  to  be  ushered 
in.  Surely,  it  was  an  auspicious  time  to  return  to 
our  dear  home,  made  doubly  precious  by  our  loflk 
absence. 

But  why  more!  We  are  now  home.  Throug 
the  protection  of  our  Dear  Father  we  were  per- 
mitted to  meet,  in  health,  our  loved  ones  and  the 
many  dear  friends  that  manifested  so  much  intere 
in  our  safety  and  welfare  during  oitr  absence.  F°r 
all  of  this  we  were  made  to  say:  "  Bless  the  L°r  • 
O  my  soul;  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  ho  Y 
name!"  "■"'"' 

THE   END, 


April  25,  1896. 
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•BSSAYS,- 


HE  KNOWETH  OUR  FRAME. 

must  accept  ourselves  as  we  are.— Edmoitd  Sckn 

God  pours  his  soul  in  different  molds. 

And  none  may  choose  the  form  or  siz 
One  but  a  scanty  measure  holds; 

Ano'her,  all  infinities, 
This  is  fire-hot,  and  that  dew-cool; 
And  one  seems  empty,  one  seems  full. 


Allar 


of  him— the  s 


t,  the  frail, 


The  coarser  shape  and  clay  avail 
For  use  as  though  of  finest  line. 
The  mold  the  potter  cast  askew 
May  duly  still  a  good  work  do. 

Let  us  accept,  then,  as  we  must, 

That  God  who  framed  us  out  of  dust 
For  his  good  pleasure,  made  us  so, 
And  measured  our  capacities, 
According  to  his  just  decrees. 

Failure  is  harder  in  ourselves, 

Than  'tis  to  watch  another  fail. 
To  know,  however  hard  one  delves, 

A  thin  soil  is  of  no  avail; 
To  see  another  lightly  do 
The  task  impossible  to  you. 

All  this  is  bitter-hard;  and  yet, 
Take  courage,  soul,  accept  your  lot, 

And  take  this  comfort, — nor  forget, — 
God  made  us,  who  mistaketh  not; 

And  every  soul  he  shaped  and  willed 

May  be  with  grace  and  glory  filled. 

— Susan  Coolidge,  in  S.  S.  Timei 


BY   G.   J.    FERCKEN. 


Our  Preaching. — The  Bairam. — The  Prayer-covering  In 
ff        the  Armenian  Church.— More  Applicants 
;      *  for  Baptism — News  too  Good 

to  Believe. 

The  theme  of  our  preaching  in  Asia  Minor  is 
"Christ  and  him  crucified."  When  the  American 
Congregationalists  came  here,  about  sixty  years 
ago,  their  preaching  consisted  in  running  down  the 
Oriental  churches.  They  consequently  met  with 
much  opposition,  and  their  followers  suffered  un- 
necessary persecutions  on  the  part  of  their  former 
co-religionists.  Notwithstanding  that  kind  of  un- 
scriptural  preaching,  the  Congregationalists  suc- 
ceeded, and  no  mission  to-day  is  stronger  than  theirs 
in  Armenia,  Cappadocia,  Pontus  and  Cilicia,  to  say 
nothing  of  Constantinople,  where  their  (Robert) 
college  is  a  dreaded  power  in  European  Turkey. 
And  so  it  has  occurred  to  us  that,  if  controversy 
and  polemics  bring  success,  how  much  more  shall 
the  faithful  preaching  of  a  loving,  dying  Savior 
help  us  to  plant  a  stronger  mission  in  Anatolia! 
It  would  be  foolish  to  meet  opposition  and  persecu- 
tion merely  because  of  indiscretion  and  injudicious- 
ness  on  our  part.  That  is  not  martyrdom  which  is 
sought,  and  sought  through  channels  that  have  not 
the  divine  seal  of  God's  approbation.  We  shall 
therefore  endeavor  to  remain  faithful  to  the  trust 
committed  unto  us,  remembering  that  "  not  by 
might,  not  by  power,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the 
Lord." 

The  Turks  are  now  celebrating  the  Bairam,  the 
joyful  festivity  which  follows  the  long  period  of 
fast  or  Ramazan.  The  Bairam  generally  lasts  three 
days,— days  in  which  many  of  the  followers  of  the 
prophet  indulge  in  what  is  strongly  forbidden  in 
'he  Koran,  viz.,  drunkenness.  It  is  sad  to  state 
'hat  the  Mohammedans  of  large  and  more  civilized 
centers  are  of  late  falling  into  the  bad  ways  of  so- 
called  Christian  nations.  Much  fear  was  appre- 
hended here  by  the  Armenians,  lest,  on  these  days, 
tne  intemperate  Turks  might  stain  fair  Smyrna 
w,th  the  blood  of  Christians.  But  I  must  say  it  to 
tneir  credit  that  they  behaved  well,  and  dwelt 
within  the  prescribed  limits  of  their  Koran's  tem- 
perance. I  trust  the  Bairam  was  thus  well  kept  in 
a"  'he  far  interior. 


I  have,  among  the  Armenians  of  Smyrna,  a  very 
good  friend,  whose  house  and  family  we  often  fre- 
quent. He  is  the  Chancellor  of  the  Armenian 
Archbishopric  here,  having  held  his  post  for  over 
forty  years,  and  seen  many  archbishops  come  and 
go,  promoted  and  deposed,  transferred  or  translat- 
ed. He  is  well  versed  in  the  Bible,  and  in  the  doc- 
trines of  his  church,  of  which  he  is  a  faithful  son, 
but  with  very  broad,  liberal  and  advanced  views. 
^-In  our  last  interview,  I  asked  him  what  was  the 
discipline  of  the  Armenian  church  concerning  the 
prayer-covering.  He  said  that  they  strictly  ad- 
hered to  the  injunction  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  of 
which  he  has  plainly  written  in  I  Cor.  II,  their 
women  always  wearing  a  black  veil  while  in  the 
house  of  God.  But  he  added,  that  of  late  years 
the  young  women  were  becoming  so  civilized  (?) 
that  they  adopted  the  European  hats  and  bonnets 
with  feathers,  ribbons  and  stuffed  birds.  And  so, 
what  is  known  as  "  the  fashion  of  the  world  "  has 
not  only  crept  into  European  and  American 
churches,  but  even  into  the  conservative  Oriental 
churches. 

When  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  that  pas- 
sage "because  of  the  angels,"  he  said  that  he  did 
not  know  what  his  church  thought  of  this  declara- 
tion (the  Armenian  church  having  never  published 
any  commentary  on  the  Bible),  but  he,  personally, 
thought  that  by  "  angel  "  is  meant  a  bishop;  and  as 
their  bishops  are  trje  only  men  of  the  clergy  who 
cannot  marry,  he  would  gather  from  the  apostle's 
command  that  the  women  must  cover  their  heads 
and  faces  lest  the  officiating  bishop  might  be 
tempted,  marry,  and  thus  abandon  celibacy.  This, 
surely,  is  a  very  queer  exegesis,  which  I  have  seen 
nowhere  in  any  commentary  yet,  and  which,  I  am 
confident,  will  greatly  amuse  the  reader,  especially 
our  unmarried  bishops! 

Since  I  last  wr^)te,  several  have  expressed  their 
willingness  to  join  with  us,  forsake  the  church  of 
their  birth  and  its  errors,  and  come  boldly  on  the 
Lord's  side.  They  are  now  ready  to  be  received, 
but  I  prefer  to  move  on  slowly,  hence  surely!  We 
are  enjoined  to  "  teach  "  before  we  "  baptize,"  for,  to 
"  be  ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man 
that  asketh  us  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us," 
is  the  duty  of  every  Christian.  I  have  adopted  a 
way  of  discouraging  them,  when  they  first  apply, 
telling  them  that  to  change  their  church  relation- 
ship is  a  step  of  no  mean  importance,  a  step  to  be 
taken  after  conscientious  investigation,  mature  de- 
liberation, and,  above  all,  prayerful  consideration. 
I  always  urge  upon  them  to  take  all  the  needed 
time  tor  such  a  thing,  that  they  might  not,  later 
on,  regret  that  most  solemn  of  all  changes.  I  gen- 
erally wind  up  by  telling  them,  how,  in  the  days 
of  our  Lord,  many  followed  him  for  the  sake  of 
the  loaves  and  the  fishes,  and  not  for  the  imper- 
ishable meat  and  the  bread  of  heaven;  that  we 
cannot,  under  any  consideration,  receive  such  con- 
verts, lest  we  should  forfeit  our  trust  and  be  par- 
takers of  theirs  and  other  men's  sins. 

This  kind  of  talk  generally  produces  a  deep  and 
lasting  impression,  and  leaves  no  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  the  future.  Then  it  enhances  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Gospel.  With  very  few  exceptions, 
they  all  return  to  us,  attend  our  services  regularly, 
and,  after  some  time,  confess  that  they  have  under- 
stood us,  and  that  they  are  anxious  to  come  with 
us  only  because  of  Christ  and  his  Truth  which  he 
has  revealed  unto  us  in  his  Gospel.  When  they 
so  return,  with  such  a  spirit,  we  see  in  these  ready, 
willing  men  and  women,  the  answer  to  our  prayers 
and  the  prayers  of  our  church  at  home. 

The  applicants  this  time  are  Armenians  from 
the  interior,  and  members  of  the  Armenian  Gre- 
gorian church.  (I  say  "Gregorian"  to  distinguish 
them  from  that  insignificant  faction  which  se- 
ceded to  recognize  the  pope,  which  goes  by  the 
name  of  "Catholic  Armenian  Church").  These 
applicants  are  God-fearing  people,  very  pious,  and 
still  more  so  since  the  fiery  trial  through  which 
they  have  passed  these  several  months.  It  can  be 
said  of  them  that  they  have  really  gone  through  a 
hot  furnace,  and  come  out  glittering  like  gold, 
purified  seven  times  and  meet  for  the  Master's  use. 


It  is  hard  for  us,  here,  to  realize  how  the  Lord 
has  graciously  vouchsafed,  in  such  a  short  time,  to 
richly  bless  our  work  and  zeal  with  his  divine 
approbation,  the  fruit  of  our  feeble  efforts.  We 
hardly  believe  it  ourselves,  I  say,  how  much 
less  the  church  at  home,  so  far  away  from  this 
corner  of  the  Master's  vineyard.  And  so  it  was 
not  without  some  hesitancy  that  we  penned  the 
above  (about  the  new  applicants)  lest  the  reader 
might  think  it  too  good  a  thing  to  believe.  But 
the  facts  stand  as  they  are,  whether  we  want  to 
believe  them  or  not.  We  much  wish  for  the  sake 
of  the  skeptic,  that  they  were  not  so!  But  as  they 
stand  they  are  wondos;  and  as  we  have  never  yet 
been  able  to  perform  a  single  miracle,  the  church 
at  home  must  conclude  that  Gon  only  is  doing 
wonders  here  in  bringing  these  souls  into  the 
kingdom.    John  I:  50,  51. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  ARMOR. 

BY  MATTIE  A.  LEAR. 

In  Three  Parts Part  Two. 

"Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to- 
stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  we  wrestle  not 
against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against 
powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world, 
against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  Wherefore  take 
unto  you  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able 
to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand. 
Stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and 
having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness;  and  your  feet 
shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  o(  peace;  above  all, 
taking  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to 
quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  And  take  the  hel- 
met of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God."— Eph.  6;  11-17. 

Next  the  apostle  enumerates  the  different  pieces 
of  defensive  armor. 

I.  The  girdle  of  truth.  "  Having  your  loins  gird 
about  with  truth."  To  the  ancient  warrior,  the 
military  girdle  answered  a  double  purpose.  First 
it  was  used  to  hold  the  sword  which  hung  at  his 
girdle  or  belt  as  at  this  day.  Secondly  it  was  used 
to  gird  the  clothes  and  armor  together,  also  to 
strengthen  the  back.  "  Thou  hast  girded  me  with 
strength  for  the  battle."     Ps.  18:  39. 

To  be  girded  was  to  be  prepared  for  service, 
and  ready  to  engage  in  whatever  was  required  of 
the  soldier.  Our  Savior,  after  telling  his  disciples 
to  withdraw  their  affections  and  their  cares  from, 
earthly  things,  exhorts  them  to  be  diligent  in  their 
heavenly  calling.  He  says,  "  Let  your  loins  be: 
girt  about  and  your  lights  burning,"  as  if  to  say. 
Hold  yourselves  in  readiness  at  all  times,  to  obey 
your  captain's  orders,  Peter,  in  I  Pet.  I:  13  ex- 
horts Christians  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  their 
mind,  meaning  that  they  should  be  ever  on  the 
alert,  guarding  against  surprise  or  danger,  and 
prompt  to  act  when  occasion  requires. 

But  the  Christian  soldier  must  be  girded  with 
the  girdle  of  truth.  Much,  indeed,  does  he  need 
to  be  thus  strengthened,  confronted  as  he  is,  on 
every  hand,  by  error,  that  he  may  strike  heavy 
blows  at  this  hydra-headed  monster.  From  the 
great  volume  of  Inspiration  alone  can  we  obtain 
this  piece  of  defensive  armor.  Truth  is  put  for  the 
pure  doctrine  of  the  Gospel.     Gal.  3:  I. 

In  John  1:14  Christ  is  said  to  be  full  of  grace 
and  truth,  and  in  verse  17  we  read  that  grace  and 
truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Again,  in  John  8;  32,  Jesus  tells  his  hearers,  "Ye 
shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free."  Paul,  in  Rom.  2:  8,  9,  says,  "  But  unto 
them  that  are  contentious  and  do  not  obey  the 
truth,  but  obey  unrighteousness,  indignation  and 
wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish."  As  there  is  so- 
much  in  the  world  that  passes  for  the  name  of  re- 
ligion, that  is  contrary  to  sound  doctrine,  how 
courageous  should  its  true  champions  be  in  its  de- 
fense,— never  insisting  on  the  observance  of  any- 
thing that  the  Scriptures  do  not  sanction,  and 
never  yielding  an  iota  of  the  Truth  for  the  opinions 
of  man.  Peter  says,  "  Sanctify  the  Lord  God  in 
your  hearts;  and  be  ready  always  to  give  an  an- 
swer to  every  man  that  asketh  you,  a  reason  of 
the  hope  that  is  in  you,  with  meekness  and  fear." 
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This,  indeed,  would  be  "  to  be  ready  to  every  good 
work." 

"And  having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteous- 
ness." The  breastplate  covered  the  breast  and 
also,  sometimes,  the  back  of  the  wearer.  It  was 
intended  to  protect  the  vital  parts  from  the  blows 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  made  of  different  materials, 
often  of  iron  or  brazen  scales,  laid  one  over  an- 
other like  the  scales  of  a  fish.  This  protective 
armor  is  to  defend  his  heart,  the  seat  of  his  af- 
fections. We  are  commanded  to  "set  our  affec- 
tions on  things  above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth." 
By  righteousness  is  meant  holiness  and  purity  of 
life  and  conversation.  David  prayed,  "  Let  thy 
priests  be  clothed  with  righteousness."  And,  sure- 
ly, Christians  who  are  the  royal  priesthood  should 
be  so  clothed.  In  Rom.  6:  13  we  are  told  to 
"yield  our  members  as  instruments  of  righteous- 
ness unto  God,"  and  in  I  Cor.  1:30,  Paul  says, 
"Christ  Jesus  is  made  unto  us  wisdom  and  right- 
eousness, and  sanctificatiori 
in  l'hilpp.  1:  II  he  tells  ui 
fruits  of  righteousness.  Sui 
defended,  the  affections  in 
subject  to  his  control,  the 
from  the  assaults  of  Satan 
ble  point  where  he  1 


and  redemption,"  and 
to  be  filled  with  the 
ely  with  the  heart  thus 
the  keeping  of  Christ, 
e  can  be  little  danger 
He  finds  no  pregna- 
1  his  blows. 

"And  your  feet  shod  with  the  preparation  of 
the  Gospel  of  peace."  Impediments,  such  as  iron 
stakes  or  thorn  bushes  were  placed  in  the  road 
over  which  the  enemy  had  to  pass.  In  order  to 
protect  the  feet  and  legs  from  being  pier  ed  or 
bruised  by  such  obstructions,  the  soldier  was  pro- 
vided with  boots  or  greaves,  made  of  brass  or 
some  other  material,  that  would  resist  such  ob- 
structions. But  the  feet  of  Christ's  soldiers  are 
defended  with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel  of 
peace.  Many,  indeed,  are  the  obstructions  that 
Satan  has  placed,  and  is  yet  placing  before  the  ad- 
vancing hosts  of  Christ  In  the  early  ages  of  the 
Christian  religion,  it  was  the  bitter  scorn,  the  cru- 
el mockings,  and  false  accusations  of  heathen  phi- 
losophers, the  horrid,  inhuman  tortures  of  the 
rulers,  and  the  deadly  heresies  that  sprang  up 
within  the  fold,  sowing  discord,  and  causing  ihe 
love  of  many  to  wax  cold. 

Now  the  great  enemy  of  souls  places  other  ob- 
stacles, perhaps  equally  as  hard  to  surmount,  be 
fore  the  onward  march  of  Truth.  We  need  not 
name  them;  they  are  obvious  to  all  earnest, 
self-denying  Christians  Moses,  in  pronouncing  a 
blessing  upon  the  Israelites  just  before  his  death, 
said,  "Thy  shoes  shall  be  iron  and  brass;  and  as 
thy  days,  so  shall  thy  strength  be."  And  the  Sav- 
ior in  Luke  10;  19  says,  "  Behold  1  give  unto  you 
power  to  tread  on  serpents  and  scorpions,  and 
over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy;  and  nothing 
shall  by  any  means  hurt  you."  Paul  says  to  the 
Roman  brethren,  Rom.  16:  20,  "And  the  God  of 
peace  shall  bruise  Satan  under  your  feet  shortly." 
And  how  fully  these  promises  were  verified!  The 
messengers  of  peace  penetrated  into  every  coun- 
try, even  among  the  most  savage  and  most  unciv- 
ilized tribes.  Their  strength  and  their  courage 
failed  them  not.  They  broke  down  every  ob- 
stacle, and  surmounted  every  difficulty.  They 
stopped   at   nothing   until   they   had    planted    the 
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EMIORATION.-WHY? 


ISV  JOHN  E.  MOHLER. 


ger,  not  very  long  ago,  the  wish  expressed  by  a 
zealous  brother,  that  God  would  cause  our  Breth- 
ren, by  some  means,  to  scatter  from  the  thickly- 
populated  settlements  of  members,  into  other  and 
distant  parts  of  the  country  where  our  doctrine  is 
not  known,  that  the  Gospel,  by  this  means,  if  by  no 
other,  may  be  more  speedily  carried  where  it  is 
now  unknown  in  its  purity. 

Perhaps  God  is  directing  the  general  movement 
we  see  among  us  to  this  purpose,  and  if  so,  we 
may  expect  it  to  be  followed  by  his  blessings. 
But  even  if  we  positively  knew  that  this  is  God's 
purpose,  there  are  dangerous  perils  to  be  watched 
by  each  individual   in   such   a  movement.    Wher- 
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rork  going  on,  Satan  is  there,  too, 

that  some  of  his  people  are  to 
ong  strangers  for  the  purpose  of 
ispel,  Satan  is  sure  to  try  to  move 
,  perhaps  to  their  own  detriment, 
ing  of  the  church  at  home.    This 


makes  it  important  to  consider  first  what  is  God's 
will. 

It  is  folly  for  the  Christian  to  think  God  has 
nothing  to  do  with  our  material  arrangements, 
plans  and  pursuits,  for  if  we  are  consecrated  to 
him  he  has  everything  to  do  with  them.  James  4: 
15.  God  has  his  way  of  directing  every  deed  and 
effort  of  our  lives  if  we  permit  him;  but  his  way 
to  one  person  may  not  be  his  way  to  another, 
which  makes  his  guiding  influence  an  individual 
study  to  every  child  of  his. 

Looking  at  the  matter  of  t 
eral  view,  it  is  no  wonder  if 
of  his  peopL  into  new  place: 
for  lo,    how   many   months   an 
members    been    calling   for   th 
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There  appears  to  be  a  spirit  of  restlessness  of 
habitation  among  the  Brethren  in  all  parts  of  the 
Brotherhood  just  now,  that  is  quite  unusual.  The 
old  home,  the  old  neighborhood,  or  the  old  State 
is  lacking  in  something,  in  some  way,  and  other 
and  strange  localities  seem  to  promise  the  supply 
of  what  is  lacking. 

"What  is  the  cause  of  this  restlessness?" — is  a 
question  that  has  perhaps  come  to  more  than  a 
few  who  have  observed  it,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
any  one  can  answer  positively  and  satisfactorily. 
I  think  I  remember  seeing  in  the  Gospel  Messen- 
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ing  for  the  Bread  of  Life  to  be 
and  offered  to  their  neighboi 
prayer  being  in  a  measure  answe 
dicate  the  directing  hand  of  God. 

But  the  moving  among  us  is  not  near  all  in 
answer  to  these  calls,  nor  calls  of  like  character, 
and  because  of  this  there  is  danger.  We  are  none 
of  us,  from  the  least  in  the  kingdom  to  the  great- 
est, our  own,  but  "ye  are  bought  with  a  price" 
by  God,  and  therefore  a  call  not  from  God  will  not 
meet  with  his  blessing.  As  a  pure  matter  of  busi- 
ness, it  is  perfectly  right  for  any  person  in  any 
part  of  the  world  to  try  to  show  our  brethren  the 
inducements  his  country  offers  them  for  earthly 
homes  and  financial  prosperity,  but  it  is  not  al- 
ways either  prudent  or  right  for  brethren  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  apparent  financial  advantage  of 
changing  locations.  It  is  not  always  prudent  be- 
cause it  may  involve  the  forsaking  of  a  known  lo- 
cality for  a  new  and  unknown  one.  It  is  not  al- 
ways right  because  it  may  be,  and  often  is,  the 
sacrificing  of  the  Lord's  work  where  we  are,  or 
neglecting  it  where  we  are  needed,  for  the  hope 
of  financial  gain  elsewhere. 

In  this  very  way  churches  have  become  almost 
or  altogether  disorganized,  and  brethren  in  good 
financial  circumstances  have  become  bankrupt.  As 
the  servants  of  God,  when  he  calls  us  we  should 
go  quickly,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  induce- 
ments offered  by  real  estate  and  immigration 
agents,  however  honorable,  are  not  calls  from  God 
when  his  work  lies  in  some  other  direction. 
Still,  financial  advantages,  really  known  to  be 
such,  may  possibly  constitute  a  call  from  God, 
provided  its  acceptance  is  to  the  greatest  further- 
ance of  his  work. 

A  firm  conviction  of  duty,  to  the  disregard  of 
our  own  pleasure,  may  be  regarded  as   God's  call, 

under   all    circumstances.     A   brother   from 

wrote   that   he   feels   it   his   duty    to   come 

west  where  there  are  few  ministers,  and  where  his 
labors  are  needed  more  than  where  he  is.  Let  not 
that  brother  shirk  his  conviction  of  duty,  for  God 
is  calling  yet  for  many  reapers  to  gather  the  har- 
vest here,  and  if  one-half  the  ministers  in  many 
churches  were  to  emigrate,  there  would  still  be  as 
much  preaching  as  ever  in  those  churches,  and 
a  great  deal  more  elsewhere, 


It  is  a  wonder  that  scores  of  ministers 
crowded  East  have  not  long  ago  been  moved  bv 
similar  conviction,  for  the  calls  have  been 
and  urgent  from  isolated  ones.  It  is  a  pleasure 
have  brethren  enter  the  fields  from  a  sense  nf 
duty  because  their  influence  for  Christ  is  generally 
far  better  than  that  of  those  who  come  seeking 
worldly  riches.  Besides,  the  financial  opportunj. 
ties  are  often  just  as  good,  or  better,  where  breth- 
ren are  wanted  for  their  influence,  than  where  thev 
are  wanted  for  their  money,  or  the  financial  ad- 
vantage they  may  be  to  a  certain  locality. 

God  may  call  brethren  to  labor  in  distant  fields 
by  means  of  afflictions.  In  some  parts  of  the 
world  the  climate  is  especially  beneficial  for  cer- 
tain diseases  of  the  body,  and  as  our  body  is  the 
"temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  it  is  certainly  our 
duty  to  take  care  of  the  body.  Brethren  are  some- 
times forced  to  seek  their  health  in  localities 
where  the  pure  Gospel  has  not  been  taught,  and 
in  this  way  God's  Word  has  been  sown  where  it 
would  not  have  been  otherwise.  For  instance,  a 
zealous  sister  writes:  "The  dear  elder  who  bap- 
tized me,  came  to  Colorado,  not  because  he  loved 
the  Lord  with  all  his  heart,  and  so  could  not  re- 
fuse to  heed  his  command,  '  Go,'  but  because  dis- 
ease drove  him  to  the  mountains."  It  seems  that 
God  will  send  the  Bread  of  Life  to  the  crying, 
hungering  souls,  in  some  way,  even  if  it  be  in 
"  chariots  of  suffering." 

God's  call  for  workers  in  new  fields  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  ministry,  but  is  to  the  deacons  and  the 
laity  as  well.  In  new  places,  members  are  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  companionship  of  faithful 
brethren  and  sisters.  Churches  are  to  be  formed 
where  none  exist,  the  Christ  life  is  to  be  lived 
where  it  is  not  known,  tracts  are  to  be  scattered, 
Sunday  schools  to  be  organized  and  carried  on, 
young  converts  strengthened  and  encouraged,  and 
many  good  works  to  be  done  by  every  faithful 
child  of  God. 

May  God  speed  the  day  when  hundreds 
brethren  and  sisters  will  say,  in  the  ^ 
isolated  sister,  "  I  would  rather  be 
worker  in  his  vineyard,  away  off  in  some  obscure 
corner,  where  I  might  possibly  help  to  feed  some 
of  his  hungry  lambs,  and  keep  them  from  perish- 
ing, than  to  be  one  of  the  fat  sheep  in  rich  pas- 
tures, never  thinking  of,  or  doing,  anything  but  to 
partake  of  the  rich  food  daily  placed  before  me." 
Glendale,  Arizona. 
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CHRISTIAN   STATURE.— Eph.  4:    13. 

BY   J.    S.     MOHLER. 

A  well-developed  man  physically  is  one  of  the 
noblest  creatures  we  can  behold  on  earth.  But,  if 
he  is  also  well  developed  mentally,  he  is  more 
noble.  If  he  is  also  well  developed  spiritually,  he  is 
more  noble  still,— a  " perfect  man."  A  physical  man 
without  mental  culture  is  an  animal;  with  mental 
culture  he  becomes  an  intelligent  animal;  with  spir- 
itual culture  he  becomes  Godlike,  noble,  pure, 
chaste,  merciful,  etc., — grown  to  the  stature  of 
Christ.     Eph.  4:  13. 

Human  life,  both  natural  and  spiritual,  is  de- 
pendent on  food  for  existence  and  development. 
The  desire  for  food  is  controlled  by  the  appetite. 
A  good  appetite  is  a  happy  condition  to  all  hfe. 
The  appetite  of  the  natural  life  is  located  in  the 
stomach, — of  the  spiritual  life,  in  the  heart. 

To  keep  the  appetite  strong,  and  the  life  healthy, 
depends  largely  upon  the  quality  of  the  food  we 
eat.  Before  the  food  we  eat  can  pass  into  the 
stomach,  certain  guards  must  be  passed; 

1.  The  eye-guard.  If  food  looks  filthy  it  is  re' 
jected;  if  cleanly  it  is  accepted.  ,. 

2.  The  nose-guard.     If  food  smells  musty,  or  dis- 
eased, it  is  rejected  even  if  it  has  passed  the  ey 
guard,  but  if  it  smells  agreeable  it  is  passed  to 
next  guard.  se_ 

3.  The  taste-guard.     If  food  tastes  bitter  or  nw 
ating,  it  is  refused,  even  if  it  has  passed  bot  ^$ei 
other  guards,  but  if  it  tastes  pleasant,  it  is  Pa  ^ 
into  the  stomach    and   becomes  the  life   ° 
body, 
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The  heart  also  has  its  food-guards,  namely  the 
ear,  the  judgment.  These,  if  vigilantly 
will  allow  nothing  to  enter  the  heart  that 
any  way,  defile  or  endanger  its  life.     But 
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iniarded  as  those  that  lead  to  the  stomach. 

The  eye  may  have  become  dim,— blinded  by  the 
God  of  this  world.  It  needs  Gospel  eye-salve  that 
it  may  see.  The  ear  may  have  become  dull  of 
hearing.  It  needs  a  Gospel  trumpet  to  let  the 
truth  in.  The  judgment  may  be  warped  by  daily 
contact  with  the  world,  and,  as  a  result,  a  great  deal 
of  tainted  food  reaches  the  heart,  that  has  made 
the  whole  head  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint. 
The  great  store-house  of  wholesome  heart-food  is 
the  Bible.  On  it  millions  of  souls  have  fed, 
and  grown  fat.  Millions  to-day  are  developing 
nobly  from  the  same  source  of  holy  life.  Nothing 
else  so  completely  satisfies  the  craving  of  our  spir- 
itual natures.  "  Oh  come,  taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  is  good."  Ps.  34:  8.  "  Sweeter  than  honey." 
Ps.  19.  "  Man  liveth  not  by  bread  alone  but  by 
every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Lord."  Matt.  4:  4.  "I  am  the  living  bread  that 
came  down  from  heaven."  John  6:  51.  The  devel- 
opment, Christ-ward,  from  this  source,  is  beautiful, 
symmetrical,  and  constant. 

The  point  necessary  to  attend  to  is,  to  give  the 
heart  all  the  nourishment  it  can  bear.  "  Let  the 
Word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly,"  says  Paul  in 
Col.  3:  t6.  To  dwell  means  to  remain.  Every 
part  of  the  spiritual  man  ought  to  be  permeated 
with  rich  morsels  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  thus  a 
continual  feasting  of  the  soul  is  enjoyed,  and  a 
healthy  growth  attained  to,  until  we  are  complete 
in  Christ.  The  reason  there  are  so  many  cripples 
and  weak  ones,  in  the  church,  is,  that  they  live  on 
such  a  lean  diet,— on  milk, — and  must  be  fed  at 
that,  with  occasionally  a  crumb  of  bread,  mixed 
with  food  fit  only  for  those  of  uncloven  foot,  and 
the  unchewed  cud. 


LESSON  FLASH-LldHTS. 
Faith.— Luke  17:  5-19. 

[Lesson  fir  May  j,  rSo6.) 

The  continual  teaching  of  Christ  is  a  1 
ill  careful  Bible  readers.     His  life  work 
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In  such  cases  it  is  best  to  go 
around  them.  Faith  will  al- 
his.  One  of  the  lessons  we 
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"  Being  confident  of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  be- 
gun a  good  work  in  you  will  perform  it  until  the  day  of  Jesus 
Christ."— Philpp.  1 :  6. 

The  above  verse,  taken  as  a  text  by  a  minister 
many  years  ago,  brought  the  writer  to  have  confi- 
dence and  trust  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  He  has  been 
her  portion  ever  since.  Oh!  dear  unconverted 
friend,  wherever  you  are,  if  you  feel  that  you  want 
to  be  a  Christian,  and  afraid  you  may  not  prove 
faithful,— j"st  have  more  confidence!  We  live  but 
from  day  to  day,  and,  like  a  little  child,  who  has 
unbounded  confidence  in  its  parents,  so  put  your 
trust  in  the  Lord.  He  is  more  able  to  do  for  us 
than  the  most  loving  parents.  He  says,  in  Psalm 
103:  13,  "  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so 
the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  him." 

Our  earthly  friends  may  seem  very  trustworthy 
in  prosperity,  but  in  adversity  may  leave  us. 
Those  who  take  Jesus  for  their  friend,  will  find  him 
ever  precious  to  their  souls.  In  Psa.  118:  8,  9,  we 
read,  "  It  is  better  to  trust  in  the  Lord  than  to  put 
confidence  in  man;"  also,  "  It  is  better  to  trust  in 
the  Lord  than  put  confidence  in  princes."  In  1 
John  2:  28  we  read,  "And  now,  little  children, 
abide  in  him:  that,  when  he  shall  appear,  we  may 
have  confidence  and  not  be  ashamed  before  him  at 
his  coming."  Heb.  10:  35.  "  Cast  not  away  there- 
fore your  confidence,  which  hath  great  recompense 
of  reward." 

Many  passages  are  found  in  the  Bible  upon  this 
subject:  Heb.  3:  6;  Proverbs  3:  26;  Micah  7:  5;  Ps. 
27:  2;  Ezekiel  28:  26.  and  29:  16.  In  Rev.  22:  20  we 
read  that  Christ  will  come  again.  He  says:  "  Sure- 
ly I  come  quickly!  Amen.  Even  so  come,  Lord  Je- 
sus."    Oh!  may  we  all  be  prepared  for  his  coming! 

"  If  you  long  to  follow  Jesus: 

Though  doubts  and  fears  arise: 
Cannot  you  in  confidence  trust  Him? 
He  is  our  loving  sacrifice." 

Middletown,  Pa. 


precept  upon    precept,   and   h 
little,  day  by  day,  as  he  went  forward  in  hi: 
mission.     He  was  now  going  down  toward 
salem,  and  was  probably  in  one  of  the  Sai 
villages,  and  among  a  people  greatly   testing   the 
vital  principles  of  the  religion  which  he  was  living 
and  teaching. 

At  this  time  he  seems  to  be  alone  with  his  dis- 
ciples, and   from  the  opening  of  the  chapter,  the 
inference  is  that  the  disciples  had  been  complain- 
ing  to   Christ   about   offences   that   had    come   to 
them.     What  they  said  or  desired  of  him  can  on- 
ly be  conjectured.     They  may  not  have  asked  of 
him  to   cause   hail   and   fire   to  come   down    from 
heaven    and    consume   them,   but   they   may    have 
complained   against   them,    and,    perhaps,   wished 
for  him,  in  some  way,  to    punish  them.     He  told 
them    plainly   that   these   offen 
but  woe   to   the   one   through 
Then    he   turns    directly   to   th 
"Take    heed   to    yourselves." 
phase  of  the  subject,  and  they 
that  if  such  was  to  be  their  t 
offending   ones,    more   faith   w 
part. 

"Lord,  increase  our  faith!" 
cant  demand.  Had  they  not  faith?  Yes,  they 
felt  that  they  had,  but  not  enough.  What  they 
had  was  not  of  the  mustard-seed  kind.  Instead 
of  growing  larger  and  stronger,  it  had  been  on  the 
stand  still. 

The   mustard    seed   is   here   referred   to   not   so 
much  because  of  the  smallness   of   its  size,  as  its 
increasing   quality.     Though   among   the    smallest 
of  seeds,  it  has  in  it,  wonderful  vitality  grows  rap- 
idly, and  becomes  quite   a   tree.     Their  faith   had 
not  been  growing  after  this  manner.     Therefore  he 
says  to  them,  "  If  ye  had  faith  as  a  grain 
tard  seed,  ye   might  say  unto  this  sycami 
be  thou  plucked  up  by  the  root  and  be  tho 
ed  in  the  sea,  and  it  should  obey  you." 

The   interpretation    must    not    be    made 
neither  should  it  be  hyperbolical.     It  is  e 
the   outgrowth  of   a   proverbial    form    of 
used  at  that  time,  and  w: 
people,  that  the  saying  w: 

his  hearers.  The  phrase  "removing  mountains' 
signified  the  removing  or  overcoming  of  great  diffi 
culties.  Prominent  rabbis,  in  those  days,  wen 
"rooters-up  of  mountains,"  because  of  their  be 
ing  successful  in  removing  great  difficulties,  o: 
solving  hard  theological  problems 
would  say  to  his  disciples,  if  they  had  this 
tard  seed  faith,  they  would  be  able,  not  only  to 
forgive  their  oft-offending  brethren,  but  would  be 
able  to  meet  and  overcome  all  troubles  and  diffi 
culties  that  might  rise  up  before  them,  no  matte: 
how  great  they  may  be.  The  great  thought  ir 
reference  to  the  subject  of  faith  is,  that,  while  the 
possibilities  of  God  are  not  limited,  yet  he  does 
not  interfere  with  his  general  laws  in  nature,  to 
accommodate  the  conveniences  and  conditions  of 
men.  For  a  man,  through  faith,  to  be  able  to 
pluck  a  mountain  from  its  foundation  and  cast  it 
into  the  sea,  could  be  of  no  essential  benefit,  ei- 
ther to  himself  or  to  those  with  whom  he  could 
associate.  But  to  have  a  faith  that  will  enable  men 
and  women  to  remove  or  get  over  the  mountains 
of  troubles  and  difficulties  that  loom  up  every- 
where, is  what  all  need,  and  what  all  can  have  by 
exercising  the  mustard  seed  faith,— a  faith  that 
grows  and  enlarges  to  meet  the  occasion.  It  is 
all  right  to  remove  mountains  when  they  come 
within  the  range  of  ordinary  possibilities,  and 
when  it  is  the  best  thing  to  have  them  removed. 
There  are,  however,  such  mountains  that  do  not 
come  within  this   range,   neither  is   it  needful  to 
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time  the  way  opened 
The  high  and  heavy 
walls  of  Jericho  were  a  mountain  of  strength  to 
overcome.  Faith  was  made  active  by  marching 
around  the  ciiy  until  the  right  time  had  come, 
when  the  walls  tumbled  down  and  the  impediment 
was   removed.     An   unflinching   and   abiding    faith 
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healed  before  getting  there.  In  this 
they  were  not  disappointed.  "And  it  came  to 
pass,  as  they  went,  they  were  cleansed."  They 
were  healed  in  obeying.  Had  they  refused  to 
go,  and  expected  the  healing  without  going, 
their  leprosy  would  have  remained.  Thus  far,  they 
all  did  much  better  than  many  of  us  are  willing 
to  do.  We  expect  the  blessing  before  we  comply 
with  the  conditions,— such  is  not  faith.  It  is  pre- 
sumption and  unbelief. 

But  a  faith  that  only  acts  to  receive  benefits, 
is  not  the  kind  that  the  Lord  wants.  The  Samar- 
itan, when  he  felt  the  cleansing  power,  "  returned 
and  with  a  loud  voice  glorified  God.  This  was  a 
faith  that  appreciated  the  blessings  received,  and, 
as  a  result,  he  was  not  only  healed  of  his  disease, 
but  he  was  also  made  whole,  his  sins  were  forgiven, 
and  the  cause  of  his  leprosy  removed. 

"But  where  are  the  nine?"  They,  too,  were 
healed  of  their  leprosy,— but  what  more?  They 
failed  to  glorify  God  by  their  actions,  and,  like 
thousands  have  been  doing  ever  since,  they  re- 
ceived the  mercies  without  showing  gratitude  for 
them.  Through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
we  are  being  healed,  every  day,  of  our  leprosy  of 
sin,  and  are  having  mountains  of  trials  and  difficul- 
ties removed  from  us.  Whom  do  we  most  rep- 
resent,—the  Samaritan  or  the  nine? 

What  does  the  lesson  teach?  First,  we  are  to 
have  a  strong,  abiding  faith  that  knows  no  doubt- 
ing. Second,  that  our  faith  may  be  effective  we 
must  obey,  accept  the  conditions  and  "go."  Third, 
the  blessing  we  received  must  be  appreciated  in 
glorifying  the  God  by  whom  we  are  blessed. 


The  spirit  of  worldline=s  is  as  subtle  and  perva- 
sive as  malaria  in  the  atmosphere;  its  baleful  ef- 
fects have  shown  themselves  in  every  age  of  the 
church.  There  never  has  been  a  day  when  it  was 
not  necessary  for  Christians  to  heed  the  exorta- 
tion  of  St.  Paul:  "Be  not  conformed  to  this  world; 
but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your 
mind."  It  is  only  by  the  process  of  spiritual 
transformation  that  we  can  hope  to  escape  con- 
formity to  the  temper,  maxims,  and  conduct  of 
the  world.  Giving  up  this,  or  that,  or  the  other 
evil  habit,  though  an  act  good  in  itself,  and  worthy 
of  commendation,  is  not  enough.  Nothing  but  a 
radical  renewal,  affecting  the  very  springs  and 
sources  of  character  will  suffice.  Such  a  renewal 
nto  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  fills  us  with 

nd  0{  Christ,  and  gives  us  an  actual  distaste 

and  abhorrence  for  everything  that  is  even  remote- 
ly antagonistic  to  his  will  and  purpose  concerning 
us.  When  it  comes  to  us,  then  and  then  only  is  it 
possible  for  us  to  "prove  what  is  that  good  and 
acceptable  and  perfect  will  of  God."— Christian  Ad- 
vocate.   .   


brings  1 


'What 


difference  it  would  make  i 
and  power  of  the  church  if  the  promis 
were  only  received  by  the  membership 
same  confidence  they  would  take  th 
bank." 


of  God 

ith   the 

notes  of  a 


TECE!   30SPBL   MESSBlsraBlA. 


April  25, 


^THE  *  YOUNO  *  PEOPLE-*- 

OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of   Reading. 

FIIIST   YEAK. 

I.  "Crisis  ol  Missions."  cloth,  fl.04;  paper K  cents 

1,  "Llleol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  a7  cents:  paper 

3,  "Our  Country,"  cloth.  5S  cents;  paper ' 

4,  "Non-Such  Professor."  cloth "  """ 

8BCOKV    IHJ«. 

5,  "  Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth,  Hi  cents:  paper 34  cen^. 

o.  "  Memoir  ol  Kobert  Moflat,"  cloth,  27  cents;  paper b  " 

j.  ••  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth rents 

8.  "The  Seven  Lows  ol  Teachioc"  cloth D»  corns. 

Till  III)    YEAR. 

o  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth il  °° 

10.  "Lile  ol  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth ■ ">  cc" "■ 

U    "  Do  Not  Say."  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles."  ch.  13-M 10  cenrs. 

ia   "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents:  paper 33  cents. 

fSJ-Prlccs.  as  Bivcn  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading:  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price.  ^ 

Executive   Committee  op  Reading  Circlb.-W.  B.  Stovor,  Bnlsar, 

India  11   M    .1   Wo«.AIev.„„l„„.t Mr,.  H.  M.  Stover.  Waynes- 

boro "V.:, "dill,  K    New,  om.r.  lV.yne.boro,  P..1  J.  M.  Nell.  Frultdalc.  Al.. 

Officers  of  Reading  CiRd-E.-fresldcnt.  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar.  lad.; 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  Secretary.  Edith  R.  New 

Rcaoin, VCl.cT'"l'.',',',',l,l  he  ...hi  .".'se'j.  "l.ul'all   orders  lor   hooks  should   be 
addressed  to  H.ctl.r.ns  I'ut.li no  C,  Mount  Morris.  III. 


not  have  to  know  that  the  people  were  in  need? 
required  a  practical  knowledge  which  touched 
both  mind  and  heart. 


Why  did  you  < 


WHY. 


into  my  life,  dear  friend? 
not  tell; 


Titer. 


ccident  beneath  the  sun; 

He  doeth  well. 
To  all  his  creatures,    lint  I  dread  the  pain 

And  break  of  heart! 
Ah!  foolish  one,  with  every  loss  is  gain. 


This 


tbelo 


Of  the  great  drama  yoi 

The  end  shall  be 
Worthy  its  author.     Wherefore?     You  shall  know 

In  far  eternity. 

—Sarah  Knowles  Bolton. 


MISSIONARY  READINU  MATTER. 


We  must  know  something 
iion  work.  To  know  the 
mply   touch  the  mind,  to 

of  the   mission  field,  will 


So  it  is  with  missions, 
of  mission  fields  and  mis 
command   alone   may   s 

v  the  dark  condition 
surely  touch  the  heart. 

Now  we  come  to  the  practical  point.  Let  every 
le  encourage  the  Missionary  Reading  Course. 
Let  all  our  young  people  join  in  that  work.  In  one 
place  where  the  young  people  have  been  studying 
.__.  missionary  literature,  no  less  than  ten  of  them 
have  said  that  they  propose  to  make  it  the  purpose 
of  their  lives  to  labor  as  missionaries,  if  the  way 

lid  open  up  for  them  to  do  so.  Ten  are  willing 
to  give  their  lives  to  this  cause.  If  the  way  should 
not  open  for  them  to  give  their  lives,  they  will  give 
largely  of  their  means. 

our  young  people  will  read  about  missions 
now,  we  shall  be  a  great  missionary  people  in  twen- 
ty years  from  now.  If  twenty  thousand  of  our  peo- 
ple will  take  the  Missionary  Reading  Course  now, 
there  will  be  no  practical  difficulty  in  our  support- 

a  thousand  missionaries,  twenty  years  hence. 
When   the  money  of  the  Brotherhood   gets    into 

pockets  of  those  who  have  studied  the  cause  of 

iions,  God  will  be  able  to  get  it. 

do  not  leave  the  older  brethren  and  sisters  out 
of  this  plan.  I  speak  especially  of  the  young  be- 
cause of  their  greater  opportunities,  and  because 
they  are  more  susceptible  of  the  training  here  im- 
plied. 

Brother,  sister,  you  who  are  filled  with  the  mis- 
sionary spirit,  press  this  matter  among  the  young 
people  of  your  church.  ^This  is  a  great  opportuni- 
ty for  you  to  do  mission  work.  If  you  cannot  go 
to  mission  fields,  you  may  be  the  means  of  sending 
others.  Perhaps  the  greatest  thing  Andrew  ever 
did  was  to  bring  to  Jesus  his  brother,  Peter,  who 
became  a  great  pillar  in  the  Apostolic  church. 
McPhcrson,  Kans. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 


It  is  gratifying  that  our  people  are  about  to  real- 
ize that  Jesus  was  in  earnest  when  he  said;  "  Go  ye 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature,"  and  even  yet,  some  of  us  are  not  taking 
this  command  very  seriously,  although  we  profess 
to  believe  the  whole  Bible.  Thousands  might  have 
been  saved,  if  our  church  had  had  positive  convic- 
tions on  this  matter  one  hundred  years  ago.  But 
the  past  is  gone  and  we  have  to  deal  with  the  p: 
ent  and  the  future.  How,  then,  shall  we  avoid 
making  the  mistake  of  the  fathers,— that  of  neglect 
ing,  perhaps,  the  greatest  command  of  our  Cap- 
tain? 

The  command  is  plain  enough,  but  we  are  n 
likely  to  take  it  seriously  to  heart  and  act  u 
until  we  are  acquainted  with  the  needs  and  condition 
of  the  field.  God  will  not  call  me  to  go  as  a  mis- 
sionary to  India  unless  I  know  that  there  is  such  a 
country  and  that  its  people  are  dying  without  the 
Gospel,  neither  will  I  sacrifice  my  means  to  send 
some  one  else.  The  same  applies  to  Africa,  China, 
Asia  Minor,  or  any  other  mission  field. 

But,  suppose  I  get  to  reading  up  on  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  India.  I  learn  that  millions  there  have 
never  heard  of  a  Savior.  I  learn  that  thousands 
are  kept  in  gross  ignorance  and  superstition. 
Many  sad  conditions  are  pictured  clearly  before 
my  mind.  I  learn,  further,  of  the  self-sacrificing  1  writes;  "  I  ' 
labors  of  missionaries  who  have  gone  there  already,  j  '  Life  of  Jud; 
and  how  God  has  blessed  their  labors.  God  may 
now  say,  "Go,"  and  I  may  be  ready  to  respond. 
God  may  now  say,  "  Send  your  dollars,"  and  I  may 
cheerfully  do  so.  Without  a  knowledge  of  the 
needs  and  condition  of  that  particular  mission  field, 
I  might  not  have  given  a  penny. 

About  a  year  ago,  calls  were  made  to  the  Broth- 
erhood to  help  the  suffering  people  in  the  drought- 
stricken  sections  of  the  West.  What  care  was  tak- 
en to  depict  the  real  condition  of  suffering. 
Touching  and  appealing  letters  were  read  and  in- 
cidents related.     Our  purse  strings  were  unloosed 


Our  Secretary  informs  me  that  nine  members  of 
the  Circle  have  completed  the  entire  course  of 
reading.  As  has  already  been  announced,  it  is  the 
intention  that  each  one  who  completes  the  course 
of  reading  shall  receive  a  certificate,  but  owing  to 
the  sickness  of  Bro.  Stover  the  matter  of  getting 
out  the  certificates  has  been  delayed.  He  had 
thought  to  have  them  printed  in  Bombay,  but  what 
he  has  done  in  the  matter  has  not  yet  been  learned. 
We  hope  to  have  them  ready  for  signature  and  de- 
livery soon.  Our  Treasurer  has  authorized  me  to 
submit  the  following 

treasurer's  report. 

The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  March  31, 

1806,  were  $22.60.     Expenses  for  the  same  length 

of  time,  S6.63.    Total  amount  in  treasury,  March 

31,  1S96,  S23.70. 

A  better  idea  can  be  gotten  of  the  interest  being 
taken  in  the  work  of  the  Circle  from  the  corre- 
spondence going  on  between  the  Secretary  and  the 
members  than  in  any  other  way.  Below  we  give 
some 

extracts  from  letters 

that  have  been  received  at  the  Secretary's  office; 

Sister   Mary   E.    Frantz,   of  Holmesville,    Nebr., 

:   read 'The    Crisis    of    Missions,' 

and  '  Memoir  of  Robert  Moffat.' 

pies  of  such  noble  heroes  should 

1  to  all  who  learn  of  them.     I  know 

1  much   benefit   by   reading    these 

works.     May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  the  officers 

as  well  as  the  members  of  Our  Missionary  Reading 

Circle." 

Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  wrote  from  Virden,  111.,  while 
temporarily  from  his  mission  field  in  Arkansas:  "  I 
have  now  completed  the  course  of  reading  assigned. 
It  has  been  worth  much  to  me,  for  I  feel  more  like 
continuing  and  pushing  the  mission  work  than  ever 
before.     My  wife  has  read  Nos.  I,  2,  3,  4,  7  and  10, 


done  more  toward  gaining  Reading  Circle  members 
than  I." 

Bro.  John  E.  Otto,  of  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  writes: 
"  I  have  finished  reading  all  three  courses  of  the 
Reading  Circle  books,  and  am  glad  to  say  they  are 
all  very  good.  I  have  them  all  in  my  library  and 
will  loan  them  to  all  that  will  read.  They  contain 
the  kind  of  reading  that  will  do  us  all  good.  In 
reading  them,  my  mind  was  often  carried  over  to 
India  and  my  heart  goes  out  in  sympathy  for  the 
work." 

There  is  a  suggestion  in  Bro.  Otto's  letter  that  is 
worthy  of  special  notice.  The  disposition  he  mani- 
fests, to  put  our  reading  matter  into  the  hands  of 
others,  ought  to  be  imitated.  Every  member  who 
can  afford  it,  ought  to  have  a  full  set  of  the  Circle 
books  in  his  library.  There  is  scarcely  a  neighbor- 
hood in  all  the  land  but  that  has  somebody  that 
would  join  the  Circle  and  pursue  the  course  of 
reading  if  they  were  kindly  offered  the  loan  of  the 
books  without  cost  to  them.  Many  poor  homes 
might  thus  be  cheered  and  many  poor  hearts  made 
glad.  Not  only  so,  but  many  who  have  not  suf- 
ficient interest  to  purchase  this  amount  of  reading 
matter,  though  perhaps  quite  able,  might  thus  have 
a  missionary  spirit  kindled  within  them  and  be 
transformed  into  mighty  workers  for  God.  You 
may  not  have  been  very  successful  in  securing  ac- 
cessions to  the  Circle.  Try  this  method.  No  mat- 
ter to  what  church  your  neighbors  may  belong,  or 
whether  they  belong  to  any,  you  may  do  them 
much  good  in  the  way  here  suggested;  and  this 
step  may  lead  to  another.  Remember  that  "  he 
that  seeketh  findeth "  opportunities  tor  doing 
good." 

Dr.  R.  T.  Akers,  of  Alum  Ridge,  Va„  writes:  "I 
have  completed  the  first  year's  course  of  reading, 
and  am  much  pleased,  even  delighted.  I  will  enter 
upon  the  second  year's  course  soon." 

Bro.  C.  K.  Burkholder,  of  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  writes: 
"  I  have  finished  the  first  year's  course.  I  am  very 
well  pleased  with  the  work  and  would  be  glad  to 
see  more  activity  along  this  line.  At  places  whieie 
there  are  a  few  members  I  think  if  they  wtmU  IJold 
meetings  and  talk  about  the  work  it  w'oubf  b  very 
helpful." 

We  know  of  several  localities  where  the  Circle 
members  meet  regularly  and  read  together  and  dis- 
cuss the  topics  they  have  read.  This  is  a  good 
plan.  Thus  each  helps  the  other  and  is  stimulated 
by  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  all. 

James  M.  Neff. 


Surely  the  1 
be  an  inspiratio 


BE  OOOD  FOR  SOMETHING. 

"  Be  not  simply  good— be  good  for  something. 
This  is  one  of  the  fine  sayings  of  Thoreau.  All 
honor  to  the  person  who  seeks  inward  purity  and  a 
noble  nature,  but  let  us  remember  that  all  we  are  is 
to  go  out  in  deeds.  A  really  good  life  can  never 
be  passive.  Good  in  a  sad  and  weary  world  like 
this  means  activity. 

To  sit  and  dream  like  a  monk  in  his  cell  about 
being  free  from  the  flesh  and  becoming  absorbed  in 
God,  as  if  the  end  of  existence  terminated  in  self  is 
piety  joining  hands  with  stupidity.  Christ  intends 
the  good  man  to  be,  not  a  Dead  Sea,  which  only 
receives  and  stagnates,  but  an  Ezekiel  River,  which 
makes  everything  live  whither  it  cometh. 

All  that  we  obtain  we  are  to  pass  along.    The 
widow  shared  the  last  bit  of  meal  she  had  in  the 
barrel  and  the  last  drop  of  oil  in  the  cruse.    She 
acted  like  a  Christian.     To  be  a  saint  is  not  simply 
to  be  set  apart,  but  to  be  set  apart  for  use.^  '     j 
not   simply  good— be  good  for  something."      ' 
your  piety  make  you  a  greater  spiritual  force, 
en  holiness  may  become  selfish,   and  certain  it' 
that  many  persons   seeking   holiness   are   noth'  B 
more.     Christ  not  only  told  the  disciples  to 
ry,"  but  also  to  "  go,"  and  they  were  given  the 
command  that  they  might  the  better  fulfill  the  s 
ond.    Oh,  be  good  for  something!" 


and  out  dropped  twenty  thousand  dollars.     Did  we  I  and  has  also  enjoyed  the  work.     I  think  she  has 


are  to  nc" 

What  to  others  are  disappointments  at         ^ 
lievers  intimations  of  the  way  and  will  0 
John  Newton. 
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E.  Ebv.  Chairman 

D.  L.  Miller.  Vice-ChalrmaD  and  Treasurer,  .  .  Mount  Morris,  111. 

S.  F.  Sanger Bridgewater.  Va. 

S.  R.  ZuG ■_ Mastersonvillc,  Fa. 

Isaac  Frantz ' Pleasant  Hill.  Ohio. 


nd  correspondence  intended  fur  an 

BRAL   Missionary   and  Tract 
1  B.  Rover.  Secretary.) 

TRUE  SYMPATHY. 


the  Barnes  of  hell  was  "  a  certain  rich  man,  which 
was  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared 
sumptuously  every  day."  Is  there  anything  in 
these  facts  for  rich  men  to  think  of?—  The  Christian. 


MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  MARCH,  1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  0 
ith  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


Bro.  Miller's  articles  on  India  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly interesting  to  me.  How  our  heart  goes 
out  in  sympathy  for  those  poor,  ignorant,  deluded 
beings!  They  are  about  as  wretched  and  deep 
down  into  sin  as  is  possible  to  conceive.  The  mag- 
nitude of  the  work  of  bringing  them  to  Christ 
rises  before  us  like  a  mountain.  It  seems  almost 
impossible,  but  we  trust  in  the  promises  of  God 
and  take  courage.  "  With  God  all  things  are  pos- 
sible."    Matt.  19:  26. 

Reader,  what  are  you  doing  toward  giving  them 
the  Bread  of  Life?  Have  you  any  love  for  their 
souls?  Have  you  any  sympathy, — true  sympathy? 
What  is  sympathy?  I  can  best  explain  by  illus- 
tration. A  poor  man  was  once  driving  through 
the  streets  of  a  large  city.  His  horse  was  killed 
by  accident.  A  crowd  gathered  around  to  sym- 
pathize with  him  in  his  misfortune.  No  one  did 
anything  but  look  on  and  sympathize  (?)  with 
him.  Finally,  one  man  spoke  out,  "Gentlemen, 
I  sympathize  ten  dollars.  How  much  do  you?" 
Soon  there  was  enough  money  collected  to  buy 
another  horse.     That  was  true  sympathy. 

Reader,  how  much  do  you  sympathize  with  those 
poor  heathen,— five  dollars  or  five  cents?  If  the 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ  means  anything  to  us,  we 
must  do  something  tor  them.  Talk  missions! 
Live  missions!  Practice  what  you  preach.  Re- 
member that  "  all  the  beautiful  sentiments  in  the 
\  world  weigh  less  than  one  lovely  action."  "Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind." 
Matt.  22:  37.  "  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep 
my  words."  John  14:  23.  "  Go  ye  therefore,  and 
teach  all  nations."  Matt.  28:  icj.  "When  I  say 
unto  the  wicked,  Thou  shalt  surely  die;  and  thou 
givest  him  not  warning,  nor  speakest  to  warn  the 
wicked  from  his  wicked  way,  to  save  his  life;  the 
ricked  man  shall  die  in  his  iniquity;  but  his 
vill  I  require  at  thine  hand."  Ezek.  3:  18. 
,  Kans. 
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blood  will  I 
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(Used  only  for  Mission  in  U.  S..  Denmark  and  Sweden.) 

Pennsylvania. — Warrior's  Mark,  church,  84;  Indian 
Creek  church,  85;  a  sister,  Waynesboro,  S2;  a  sis- 
ter, Lebanon,  S2;  Arthur  Englar,  Westminster,  S3;  a 
minister,  Sl-75;  York  Sunday  school,  $5.70;  Mrs.  A.  K. 
High,  East  Coventry,  S3.25;  Mingo  church,  S41.58; 
Mountville  church,  St8.2g;  Springfield  church,  $2.75; 

Little  Swatara  church,  $25;  total $114 

Illinois— A  sister,  Mt.  Morris,  $25;  Eph.  Trostle,  Mt. 
Morris,  S10.25;  Galen  B.  and  Anna  M.  Royer.  $6;  Mrs. 
D.  S.  McDannell,  $1;  Ben).  Bowman,  Ccrro  Gordo,  85; 
Hudson  church,  55  cents;  Cerro  Gordo  church,  %\\ 
Hickory  Grove  church,  S425;  Sugar  Creek  church, 
Si  35;  sister  Correll,  SI;  Sisters'  Sewing  Society,    85; 

Measant  Hill  church,  S16.70;  total S  80  10 

Kansas.  —  Q.  B.  Overholtzcr,  40  cents;  Abilene 
hurch,  S3;  William  Himes,  50  cents;  Vermillion 
church,  S6.60;  Eli/a  Flack,  McPherson,  SSo;  Prairie 
View  church,  Sl.oi;  J.  D.  Yoder  and  wite,  S2;  John  L. 

Kuns,  S1.05;  total S  64  S° 

Virginia— A  sister,  Linville,  Si;  Martha  Click,  Roa- 
noke, Sl.80;    Members  at  Mt.  Olive,  SI.52;  Elk    Run 

church,  S34;  R-  B.  Forbes,  Piedmont,  82.25;  total S  40  57 

Ohio—  Sugar  Creek  church,  Lima,  S6.70;  George 
Kollar,  New  Philadelphia,  $S;  Eagle  Creek  church, 
S3.75;  Covington  church,  SI4.34;  Frankfort  church,  S3; 

Chippewa  church,  01  centsvlotal S  36  7° 

Iowa—  Libertyville  church,  Si-75;  South  Waterloo 
Sunday  schoo',  So;  English  River  church,  SI  1-45;  Gar- 
rison church,  S315;  Kingsley  church,  83-58;  Andrew 

Wayman,  Si;  Libertyville  church,  S3-37;  total S  33  3° 

Indiana.— Elkhart  church,  S6;  Clear  Creek  church, 
S3.19;  J.  C.  Murray,  30  cents;  Osceola  church,  S4.25; 

total S  13  74 

Missouri—  Nevada  church,  S2.82;  Deepwater  church, 

$4.85;  Mineral  Creek  church,  S4.90;  total, $  12  57 

7"«i»mj«.— Knob  Creek  church,  $2;  Manvel  church, 

$8.16;  total, s  ,0  ,6 

Wisconsin—  Barron  church,  S5;  total S    5  °° 

Maryland.—  Jacob  Willard  and  family,  82.50;  total,.  -S    2  50 

Michigan.— Little  Traverse  church,  S1.60;  total, S     I  60 

Arkansas—  Prairie  Longue  church,  $1.50;  total,....  S     I  5° 
West  Virginia— David  Clark,  Hoodsville,  50  cents; 

total, *       50 

California— Fannie  B.  Gibble,  50  cents;  total S       50 

Churches  in  Sweden,  S15-9S1  Marriage  Notices, 
$10.50;  total, 


Si;  West  Goshen  Sunday  school,  83-75;  Walnut  church, 

S3.11;  total S  2°  86 

Kansas.— McPherson  church,  $5.43;  Abilene  church, 
Sg.io;  E.  L.  Myers,  wife  and  daughter,  S1.50;  a  sister, 
50  cents;  George  A.  Fishburn,  Si ;  J.  D.  Yoder  and  wife, 

82;  total S  19  53 

Nebraska.— J.  E.  Young  and  wife,  Si;  Perry  J.  Over- 
less,  Holmesville,  70  cents;  Falls  City  church,  S1.20; 

a  sister,  S6;  total t    8  90 

Missouri.— Mineral  Creek  church,  S8;  total S    8  CO 

Ohio.— S.  H.  Vore  and  wife,  Lima,  S=;  two  sisters, 

Smithville,  S2;  Palestine  church,  S2.40;  total S    6  40 

Illinois.— A  brother  and  sister,  Pearl  City,  50  cents; 
Hudson  church,  55  cents;  Sisters'  Sewing  Society,  Mt. 

Morris,  S5;  total S    o  °S 

North  Dakota.— Walnut  Creek  church,  55.35;  total,.  ■  $    5  35 
Virginia.— Elk  Run  church,  Si;  two  sisters,  Waynes- 
boro, S2;  total S    3  °° 

Iowa.— Panther  Creek  church,  82. 50;  total S    2  50 

West  Virginia— A.  A.  Rotruck,  Ridgeway,  50  cents; 
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HOOK    AND   TRACT    t'UNI). 
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aac  Schultz,  River,  S1.20;  Jacob  Klcp- 


5° 
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church,  Si  2;   Clear  Creel;  church, 


bull 
ser,  S2.40;  M 
$6.19;  total S  21  79 

Ohto.—sL.  W.  Bowers,  $2;  S.  H.  Vore  and  wife,  SI; 
Sarah  M.  Smith,  81. 20;  Jane  M.  Smith,  81.20;  Charles 
Smith,  81.20;  A.  E.  Drushel,  Si;  Samuel  Brumbaugh, 
81.20;  C.  M.  Smith,  81.20;  C.  1).  Smith,  82.40;  S.  G.  Coft- 
man,  Trotwood,  $3;  total $  18  40 

Illinois.— Galen  B.  Royer,  86;  Sugar  Creek  church, 
90  cents;  total *    6  9° 

ATa/UiH.— John  L.  Kuns,  McPherson,  So;  McPherson 
church,  S5  cents;  total S    "  85 

lowa.—E.  M.  Lichty,  Waterloo,  Si;  English  River 
chunk  Si. 25;  Andrew  Wyman,  S3;  total *    S  *S 

Oklahoma  Territory.—^.  P.  Bosserman,  S3;  total,. .  .*.    3  00 
Virginia— MV\  Creek  church,  S240;  total 8    2  40 

Pennsylvania.—  A  sister,  Waynesboro,  SI;  Salem 
church,  S1.20;  tolal S    2  20 


Total, 


8  66  79 
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•8  26  4S 


Total  of  Home  and  European  Fund S444  07 

WASHINGTON  CITY   MEETINGHOUSE. 
tie  in  Washington  is  greatly  neetted  in  order  that  the  (hurch  there 
oiore  rlf.-cinai  wori  and  have  the  advantage  of  a  permanent  hottse. 


There  are  some  people  who  propose  to  make 
sure  of  this  world,  anyhow,  and  risk  the  chance  of 
getting  into  the  kingdom  some  way.  Such  might 
well  ponder  the  story  told  by  Mr.  Mutchmore,  in 
the  Presbyterian  Assembly,  on  this  wise: 

"  A  prosperous  member  of  a  church  in  Scotland 
was  often  besought  by  his  pastor  to  give  to  the 
work  of  evangelizing  the  poor  in  Glasgow,  but 
would  always  reply,  '  Na,  I  need  it  for  mysel 
One  night  he  dreamed  that  he  was  at  the  gate  ot 
heaven,  which  was  only  a  few  inches  ajar.  Me 
tried  to  get  in,  but  could  not,  and  was  in  agony  at 
his  poor  prospect.  The  face  of  his  minister  ap- 
who  said:  'Sandy,  why  stand  ye  glowering 
n?'— 'I  can't;  I  am  too 
nvpocketbook  sticks  out  whichever  way  I 
ndy,  think  how  mean  you  have  been  to  the 
nd  ye  will  be  small  enough  to  go  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle:'  He  awoke  and  began  to  re- 
duce both  his  pocketbook  and  his  carnal,  y,  by 
giving  to  Christ's  cause.  The  best  spiritual  bant- 
ing system'  for  plethora  of  soul  and  body  is  re- 
duction of  carnality  in  life."  „ 

Tesus  of  Nazareth  never  pronounced  a      woe 
upon  a   harlot,   a   publican,   or   a  sinner;   he   only 
asked    them  to  forsake  their  sins  and  repent    but 
he  did  say,  "Woe  unto  you  that  are  rich.       Luke 
6:24.    And  the  only  man  he  ever  pictured  as  1 
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Pennsylvania— -Spring  church,  SS:  lotal 

Ohio.— A  sister,  Smithville,  Si;  S.  H.  Vore  and 

,ima,  Si;  total, 

West  Virginia.— A   L.  Cook,  Davis,  Si;  total,... 

Virginia— A  sister,  81;  total, 

Indiana.— S.  W.  V.  L.  Humberd,  Flora,  S 


total,. 


Total, 


[Usedforei, 

Pennsylvi 


ASIA    MINOR    MISSION    I'UNU. 
{To  be  used  in  the  Miuion  in  Asia  Minor.) 

Kansas.-A  brother  and  sister,  85;    E.   L-    Myers, 

wife  and  daughter,  SI. 50;  George  A.  Fishburn,  SI ;  J.  F. 

Metzker,  Alfred,  82.28;  J.  U.  Yoder  and  wife,  *2;  total, -S  11  78 
Pennsylvania— Indian  Creek  church,  84;  a    sister, 

Waynesboro,  Si;  a  sister,  Lebanon,  Sz;  Arthur  Englar, 

Westminster,  Si;  George  W.  Lowry,  S1.75;  total •■$    9  75 

Missouri— Deepwater  church,  81.50;  Mineral  Creek 

church,  S7-40;  total *    89° 

Indiana.- Levi   Stump  and  wife,  85;  Mollic  Torry, 

50  cents;  Walnut  church,  S3.11;  total, S    861 

Virginia— WiW  Run  church,  Si;  Nettie  F.  Miller,  80^ 

cents;  two  sisters,  Waynesboro,  82;  total 8    3  80 

Iowa.— Panther  Creek  church,  82.50;  '°tah *    2  S° 

O/tlo.—S.  H.  Vore  and  wife,  Lima,  Si;  two  sisters,  82; 

total *    3  °° 

Nebraska—  Falls  City  church,  S1.20;  total, 8     1  20 

Michigan.— Thornapple  church,  Si ;  total S    1  00 

///>«>«,— Hudson  church,  55  cents;  total, S       55 

An  Unworthy  Sister—  50  cents;  total $       5° 
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184 


S  66  79 

S  10  00 
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s  Missionary  Society, 
Port    Alleghany.  82; 
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Pennsylvania— Warrior's  Mark  church,  S6;  a  broth- 
er and  sister,  Abilene,  85;  Indian  Creek  church,  SS;  a 
sister,  Waynesboro,  SI;  a  sister,  Lebanon,  S2;  Arthur 
Englar,  Westminster,  $1;  George  W.  Lowry,  Sr.75; 
total ' ' '  V  •••■■■■* 

Indiana.— Ltn  Stump  and  wife,  SS;  Molhe  Ton>'' 
Walton  50  cents;  G.  W.  Cobbs  and  wife,  Rome  City, 
Si- Blue  River  church,  S6.S0;  Elsie  ReiS,  Monticello, 


Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  25,869. 

Correction  on  September  Retort,  1895.  -  The  Si3-5° 
credited  in  the  Home  and  European  Fund  to  Jos.  Cnck- 
enberger,  Barren  Ridge,  Va„  should  have  been  credited  to 
Barren  Ridge  church,  Va. 

Correction  on  December  Report,  1895—  The  S4.60  sent 
by  the  Prairie  View  church  in  Missouri,  for  ." 
sion,  was  omitted  in  the  report,  although  i 
right  on  the  Mission  books. 

Correction  on  February  REi-oRT.-The  SiS-75.  credited 
10  the  Peru  church,  should  have  been  to  the  Coumer  church, 
111  The  S4-00  sent  by  Susie  Stouffer,  New  Windsor,  Md., 
and  credited  10  Book  and  Tract  Work,  should  have  been 
credited  to  Asia  Minor  Fund.  Galen  B.  Rover,  Sec. 


:redilcd    all 


As  the  sun  does  not  wait  for  prayers  and  incan- 
tations to  be  induced  to  rise,  but  immediately- 
shines  and  is  saluted  by  all,  so  do  you  also  not 
wait  for  clapping  of  hands  and  shouts  of  praise  to 
be  induced  to  do  good;  but  be  a  doer  of  good 
voluntarily,  and  you  will  be  beloved  as  much  as  . 
the  sun. — Epictetus. 
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Mount  Morris,  111.,  April  25,  i8p6. 


Bro.  I.  N.   H.   Beahm   closed  his  series  of  meet- 
ings at  Hooversville,  Pa.,  with  six  accessions. 

Bro.  L.  T.   Holsinger  is  to  commence  a  series 
of  meetings  at  Eaton,  Intl.,  April  25. 


Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  closed  his  series  of 
ings  at  Johnstown,  Pa„  April   12,  with  eight  ! 


Bro.    D.   H.    Niccum,   of   Flora,   Ind.,  moves  to 
Harrington,  N.  Dak.,  where  he  should  hereafter  be 


Bro.  E.  M.  Snavely  reports  three  accessions  by 
confession  and  baptism  in  the  Wood  River  church, 
near  Kearney,  Kans. 


Bro.  M.  M.  Bashor's  address  is  now  changed 
■om  Sodaville,  Linn  Co.,  Oregon,  to  Macleay, 
larion  Co.,  same  State. 


Bro.  Jacob  Bahr,  formerly  of  Isabel,  Lane  Co., 
Oregon,  should  now  be  addressed  at  Damascus, 
Clackamas  Co.,  same  State. 


Several  churches  are  arranging  for  a  series  of 
meetings  in  May.  There  is  probably  no  better 
month  in  which  to  hold  meetings. 


Bro.  A.  W.  Vaniman  and  wife,  both  of  whon 
lately  graduated  from  the  Medical  College  of  Tope 
ka,  Kans.,  have  located  at  McPherson,  Kans. 


Price  of  the  Messenger  from  now  to  the  end  of 
the  year,  Sl.oo.  At  this  low  rate  several  hundred 
names  should  be  added  to  our  list  during  the  next 
few  weeks. 

On  page  238  the  death  notice  of  Elizabeth 
Rouser  should  have  appeared  directly  after  that 
of  Sarah  Holsinger.  They  got  separated  in  mak- 
ing up  the  forms. 


Those  who  write  Bro.  George  D.  Zollers,  author 
of  "Thrilling  Incidents  on  Sea  and  Land,"  should 
address  him  at  No.  545  Cushing  Street,  South 
Bend,  Ind. 

The  demand  for  our  Sunday  school  literature 
this  year  is  much  greater  than  ever  before.  We 
arc  pleased  to  learn  that  it  is  giving  such  excellent 
satisfaction.  Some  write  us  that  our  Quarterlies 
are  the  best  now  published.  We  may  not  claim 
so  much  for  them,  but  we  know  that  we  arc 
making  great  efforts  to  have  them  equal  to  the 
best.  

Now  and  then  we  meet  with  some  strange  in- 
consistencies. Not  long  ago  we  received  an  ar- 
ticle on  "Training  Children."  On  opening  it  a 
piece  of  tobacco  dropped  on  our  desk.  As  we 
have  no  use  for  tobacco  in  our  business  we  put  it 
in  the  waste  basket.  That  is  one  time  that  we 
dropped  into  the  waste-basket  something  that  we 
are  not  likely  to  be  criticised  for. 

In  the  course  of  a  week  we  will  probably  be 
able  to  announce  further  railroad  arrangements  for 
the  benefit  of  those  wishing  to  attend  the  Annual 
Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Kans.  The  fare  in  the  West- 
ern Association,  however,  has  been  settled.  It  is 
to  be  one  fare,  plus  two  dollars.  That  is,  pay  full 
fare  going,  and  at  the  meeting  get  a  return  ticket  for 
two   dollars.     Those  having  half-fare  permits  will 

:d  no  additional  favors  over  the  lines  where 
their  permits  are  good. 

"  Outlines  of  Discourses  "  is  the  title  of  a  neat 
little  work  of  77  pages,  containing  the  outlines  of 
the  talks  made  during  the  Special  Bible  Term 
here  last  winter.  It  contains  more  valuable  infor- 
mation, in  the  form  of  outlines,  on  the  doctrine 
and  works  of  the  church  than  anything  yet  pub- 
lished. A  copy  of  it  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  preacher  and  Sunday  school  worker  in  the 
Brotherhood.  It  is  not  a  book  to  read,  but  a  book 
to  study.  Price,  in  paper  binding,  15  cents;  five 
copies   and   over,    10  cents   each.     Cloth   binding, 

5  cents;  five  copies  and  over  20  cents  each.     Ad- 

,ress  Mt.  Morris  College. 


The  Daily  Times,  of  April  13,  has  this  to  say  of 
the  meetings  in  Goshen,  Ind.;  "The  meetings  in 
Hyde  Hall  continue  with  increasing  interest.  Eld. 
Stuckman,  the  German  Baptist  evangelist,  con- 
tinues to  present  the  Gospel  in  a  plain  and  con- 
vincing manner.  Many  excellent  citizens  are  iden- 
tifying themselves  with  this  church,  among  whom 
we  noticed  yesterday  Dr.  W.  W.  Wickham,  now 
past  seventy-five  years  of  age,  was  baptized.  Five 
were  buried  in  baptism,  in  ages  from  thirteen  to 
seventy-five.  The  doctor  entered  most  heartily 
and  devoutly  into  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the 
baptism.  At  the  water  the  large  audience  of  more 
than  a  thousand  people  were  very  quiet  and  de- 
votionally  respectful  to  the  solemn  ordinance. 
Truly  they  that  gladly  receive  the  Word  are  bap- 
tized and  added  to  the  church." 


Bro.  C.  Bucher,  of  Schaefferstown,  Pa.,  calls  for 

ihe  address  of  sister  M.   E.  Johnston,  wife  of  T. 

L.  Johnston.     They  left  Pennsylvania  in   1882  for 

Idaho.     Any  one   knowing  of  the  sister  will  write 

7     Bro.  Bucher.  

When  last  heard  from,  Bro.  James  R.  Gish's 
condition  was  not  very  encouraging.  The  gather- 
ing in  his  side  had  been  opened  for  the  seventh 
time,  and  it  was  then  necessary  that  the  operation 
be  repeated. 

Not  a  few  are  said  to  be  entering  the  mission 
fields  in  heathen  countries  at  their  own  expense. 
Among  them  is  Miss  Eliza  Reed,  of  Regent  Square 
Church,  London.  She  goes  to  Onde.  Miss  Gra- 
ham, of  the  same  church,  is  laboring  at  her  own 
expense  in  China. 


We  have  nothing  but  encouraging  words  in  be 
half  of  improved  methods  of  doing  the  Lord': 
work,  and  we  believe  that  such  a  course  is  pleas 
ing  to  the  Master  himself.  Of  improved  methods 
none  is  probably  growing  more  rapidly  in  favor 
among  our  people  than  the  wisdom  of  electing 
church  officers  by  the  majority  vote.  Numbers 
among  us  are  in  favor  of  electing  all  of  our  per- 
manent officers  in  that  manner.  Such,  also,  has 
been  the  established  rule  in  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  years.  No  one  can  be  Moderator,  Clerk 
or  Reading  Clerk  without  having  first  received  the 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast.  To  accomplish 
this,  repeated  balloting  has  frequently  been  found 
necessary.  The  plan  works  well  in  the  Standing 
Committee  and  we  have  wondered  whether  it 
would  not  work  equally  well  among  the  delegates 
at  District  Meetings,  when  electing  the  officers  of 
the  Meeting  and  selecting  the  delegates  to  rep- 
resent the  District  on  the  Standing  Committee. 
It  is  a  matter  at  least  worthy  of  some  considera- 
tion. The  Lord's  people  always  want  the  better 
methods  of  doing  the  Lord's  work. 


We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  C.  B.  and  O 
Railroad  will  run  a  chair  car  from  Mt.  Morris 
via  Forreston,  Polo,  Dixon  and  Mendota  to  th ' 
Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Kans.  The  car  win 
leave  Mt.  Morris  on  Friday,  May  22,  about  5  p 
M.,  and  will  be  attached  to  the  south-bound  train 
on  the  Illinois  Central  at  Forreston.  It  is  expect 
ed  to  reach  Ottawa  about  Saturday  noon. 


FAITH. 


While  faith  is  the  belief  of  testimony,  it  may 
be  true  or  it  may  be  false.  If  false,  it  is  because 
it  rests  upon  evidences  that  are  not  reliable.  Yet 
one  can  believe  false  testimony  just  as  strongly  as 
he  can  that  which  is  true.  There  is  a  difference 
in  believing  that  which  is  true  and  that  which  is 
false,  but  that  is  not  in  the  strength  of  the  faith, 
nor  is  it  in  the  feeling,  for  the  feelings  resulting 
from  faith,  founded  on  false  testimony,  may  be 
just  as  intense  as  though  the  testimony  were  true. 

We  have  a  clear  illustration  of  this  fact  in  the 
life  and  experience  of  Jacob.  The  good  old  fa- 
ther loved  his  son  Joseph  most  dearly,  and  made 
for  him  a  coat  of  many  colors.  He  sent  him  to 
see  how  his  brethren  were  getting  along  at  Do- 
than.  The  boy  never  returned;  the  brothers,  how- 
ever, sent  to  their  father,  Joseph's  coat  stained 
with  blood,  asking  him  if  that  was  the  coat  of 
his  son.  They  had  sold  the  boy  into  Egypt  and 
then  dipped  the  coat  into  the  blood  of  a  kid  before 
sending  it  to  the  father.  Jacob  recognized  the 
coat  as  the  one  worn  by  his  son,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  his  son  v?as  dead,  having  been 
torn  to  pieces  by  some  wild  animal.  No  one  ever 
believed  a  thing  more  firmly  than  Jacob  believed 
that  his  son  was  dead.  He  mourned  for  him 
many  days.  That  the  old  father  had  faith  in  the 
evidences  presented  to  him  will  not  be  questioned, 
but  his  faith  was  false.  The  testimony  was  a 
fraud.  Yet  the  old  patriarch's  feelings  were  just 
as  intense,  and  he  was  just  as  sincere  as  though  I  I 
his  son  was  really  dead. 

From  this  circumstance  we  may  learn  that  false 
testimony  can  produce  faith  that  is  just  as  strong 
as  that  produced  by  reliable  evidences.  Further- 
more, we  perceive  that  false  faith  can  produce 
feelings,  just  as  deep  seated  as  the  truth.  We  can 
also  learn  that  merely  believing  a  thing  does  not 
make  it  true,  and  that  feeling  is  not  a  reliable 
guide. 

These  considerations  lead  to  the  importance  of 
considering  testimony  before  accepting  it.  For 
as  the  testimony  is,  so  must  the  faith  be.  If  the 
faith  be  false,  it  will  certainly  lead  to  false  re- 
sults. No  one  should  therefore  risk  his  salvation 
on  the  mere  act  of  faith.  He  should  know  that 
his  faith  is  resting  on  that  which  will  stand  the 
test  of  the  judgment.  It  is  therefore  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  we  examine  ourselves  to 
see  whether  we  be  in  the  faith.  A  healthy  faith 
founded  upon  the  Scriptures  is  genuine,  and  will 
lead  us  into  all  the  conditions  required  of  us  upon 
the  part  of  the  Sacred  Record.  J.  H.  M. 


PRINCIPLES  AND  METHODS. 

The  principles  pertaining  to  Christianity,  as  set 
forth  in  the  New  Testament,  always  have,  and 
always  will  remain  the  same,  for  principles  do  not 
change,  but  in  the  carrying  out  of  these  principles 
the  best  of  people,  in  different  ages  and  in  differ- 
ent localities,  will  differ  in  their  methods,  and 
even  very  good  people  will  now  and  then  change 
in  their  methods.  These  differences  and  changes 
in  methods  should,  however,  have  nothing  to  do 
respecting  our  relation  to  the  principles  them- 
selves. And  while  different  methods  may  be  em- 
ployed to  carry  out  the  principles,  still  these 
methods  must  ever  be  in  keeping  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel. 
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Concerning  a  principle  of  vital  importance,  and 
.e  methods  of  executing  it,  we  now  refer  to  the 
caching  of  the  Gospel  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
The  propagation  of  the  doctrine  is  one  of  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  kingdom.  To  his  dis- 
jples  Jesus  said:  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."  Mark  16: 
r,  in  the  carrying  out  of  this  special  injunction, 
the  early  preachers  of  the  Gospel  sometimes  trav- 
eled two  and  two,  and  at  other  times  they  traveled 
and  preached  separately.  They  even  employed 
different  methods  to  reach  the  people.  Where 
lews  were  found  Paul  did  much  preaching  on  the 
Sibbath.  At  other  times  we  find  him  encouraging 
public  assemblies  on  the  first  day  of  the  week. 
At  certain  places  he  labored  with  his  own  hands 
that  he  might  not  be  chargeable  to  any  one.  On 
other  occasions  he  took  means  of  one  church  that 
he  might  render  services  unto  another.  He  even 
went  among  the  gifted  philosophers  on  Mars'  Hill 
that  he  might  be  able  to  reach  a  class  that  he 
could  not  reach  otherwise.  He  also  "  disputed 
daily  in  the  school  of  one  Tyrannus."  In  addition 
to  all  this  he  wrote  a  number  of  epistles  clearly 
setting  forth  and '  defending  the  claims  of  the 
Christian  religion.  These  things  he  did  in  order 
to  carry  out  the  one  great  principle  of  preaching 
the  Gospel.  Some  of  the  other  apostles  may  have 
used  the  same  methods,  and  a  few  of  them  may 
have  employed  methods  entirely  different.  Of 
Mark,  though  not  an  apostle,  but  a  preacher,  it  is 
stated  that  he  settled  in  Alexandria,  Egypt,  and 
founded  a  school. 

This  leads  us  to  say  that  our  own  Brethren  in 
America  have  made  some  changes  in  their  methods 
of  spreading  the  Truth.  The  time  was  when  some 
of  the  most  devout  were  not  willing  to  employ  the 
press  for  that  purpose,  but  now  there  is  probably 
not  one  opposed  to  properly-conducted  church  lit- 
erature, while  a  very  large  majority  are  enthusi- 
aitically  in  favor  of  employing  the  press  to  the 
fullest  possible  extent  in  setting  forth  the  claims 
of  Christianity  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  For  a 
time  it  was  deemed  proper  that  the  preachers 
should  wholly  support  themselves  while  engaged 
in  preaching,  but  now  we  are  supporting  a  number 
of  our  preachers  who  devote  their  whole  time  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  A  dozen  or  more  of 
churches  are  casting  about  for  ministers  who  will 
give  all  their  attention  to  the  work  of  the  ministry 
in  their  special  localities.  The  General  Mission 
Board,  as  well  as  our  State  Boards,  are  placing 
men  in  the  field  and  wholly  supporting  them. 
And  this  method  of  preaching  the  Gospel  is  rap- 
idly gaining  ground  among  us,  much  more  so  than 
most  of  our  readers  think.  It  does  not  denote  a 
departure  from  the  Gospel  principle,  but  it  does 
indicate  a  change  of  method.  And  yet  we  are 
doing  very  few  things  in  this  respect,  that  the 
apostles  themselves  did  not  by  their  practice  en- 
dorse. Through  our  Mission  Boards  we  take 
means  from  some  churches  that  we  may  serve  oth- 
ers. Hundreds  of  our  ministers  labor  with  their 
own  hands  that  they  may  not  be  chargeable  to  any, 
and  not  a  few  are  giving  all  their  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  churches  and 
then  reap  of  the  carnal  things  for  the  support  of 
themselves  and  their  families. 

Let  no  one  think  that  these  changes  in  method 
are  a  departure  from  the  original  principle  contained 
in  the  great  commission  given  by  Christ  to  the 
apostles.  There  may  be  some  change  in  method 
and  the  means  employed,  but  the  great  pnnc.ple 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  every  creature  remains 
the  same,  and  it  is  the  principle,  more  than  the 
method,  that  the  New  Testament  emphasizes. 
The  principle  is  clearly  given,  but  the  methods 
of  putting  the  principle  into  execution  are  left  for 
the  churches  and  the  ministers  to  arrange,  there- 
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fore  the  methods  will  necessarily  vary  in  different 
ages,  localities  and  under  different  circumstances. 
But  those  who  are  influenced  by  the  Sp.rit  in  their 
work  will  always  be  wise  enough  and  loyal  enough 
to  devise  ways  and  means  in  harmony  with  the 
tenor  of  the  Gospel.  j,  H.  M. 


THE  UNBECOMINQ  HABIT. 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Seventeen. 

r  — 

AMONG  THE  PEOPLE. — CLOTHING  AND  JEWELRY. 

As  intimated  in  a  preceding  letter,  clothing  in 


hull. 


class- 


How  shall  an  elder,  who  persistently  indulges  in  the  use  of 
tobacco-chewing,  be  dealt  with,— or,  an  elder  who  permits 
members  to  pollute  God's  house  by  the  use  of  tobacco?  How 
can  such  an  elder  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  or  as 
delegate  to  the  Annual  Meeting?  A  Brother. 

Among  us  we  have  a  few,  and  only  a  few,  elders 
who  use  tobacco  for  medicinal  purposes.  With 
these  few  we  will  have  to  exercise  forbearance, 
provided  they  make  every  possible  attempt  to 
avoid  indecency  and  giving  offense. 

Then,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  probably 
some  who  continue  the  use  of  tobacco  for  the 
reason  that  they  do  not  have  the  fortitude  and 
will  power  to  break  off  from  a  very  bad  and  un- 
becoming habit.  Under  no  circumstances  should 
any  of  these  serve  on  the  Standing  Committee  or 
as  delegates  to  the  Annual  Meeting.  And  unless 
they  are  exceedingly  discreet  in  the  use  of  the 
weed,  we  gravely  doubt  the  wisdom  of  them  serv- 
ing as  elders  at  all,  especially  in  congregations 
where  a  number  of  the  members  are  sensitive  con- 
cerning the  use  of  tobacco.  It  is  very  unfortunate 
for  an  elder  to  persist  in  a  habit  that  renders  him 
more  or  less  offensive  to  the  better  class  of  his 
members.  Then  it  is  quite  humiliating  for  pious 
members  in  the  laity  to  be  compelled  to  apologize 
for  their  elder's  unbecoming  habit.  It  is  far  bet- 
ter when  they  can  truthfully  speak  of  him  only 
in  the  highest  terms,  and  point  to  him  as  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  imitation. 

But  as  for  being  indecent  in  the  use  of  tobacco, 
and  polluting  the  house  of  God  with  it,  such  a 
thing  should  never  be  thought  of  as  becoming 
saints.  If  any  house  in  the  world  wants  to  be 
kept  clean,  decent  and  presentable  it  is  the  house 
of  God.  An  elder  who  has  so  little  regard  for  the 
house  of  God  as  to  use  tobacco  while  in  it  at 
worship,  and  then  pollute  the  floor  of  the  sacred 
edifice,  ought  to  be  most  sharply  rebuked,  and  if 
he  will  not  amend  his  ways  and  set  a  better  ex- 
ample for  the  flock  of  God,  the  quicker  that  flock 
can  procure  an  exemplary  shepherd  the  better  it 
will  be  for  the  cause  Of  Christianity.  Not  even 
a  private  member  should  so  far  forget  his  holy 
calling  as  to  pollute  the  house  of  worship  with 
tobacco,  and  for  an  elder  to  do  so  is  without  ex- 
cuse. No  man  of  God  can  afford  to  allow  a  bad 
habit  to  get  such  a  hold  on  him. 

While  we  may  not  have  answered  the  questions 
presented  as  directly  as   is  desired,  still  we  have 
said  enough  to   enable  prudent 
what  course  to   pursue  i 
or  even  other  officials,  a 
tobacco.    We  may  furth. 
ficult   for  a   man,   who    1 
the  Standing  Committee, 

the  Annual  Meeting  without  committing  himself, 
for  before  he  is  registered  he  is  subjected  to  a  very 
close  examination.  He  is  required  to  give  his 
reasons  for  the  use  of  tobacco,  and  unless  they 
are  very  good  reasons,  or  he  does  not  promise  to 
quit  the  habit,  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  serve. 
This  examination  places  the  tobacco  user  in  a  very 
close  place. 

In  this  part  of  the  West  we  will  not  install  or 
advance  an  officer  who  uses  tobacco,  unless  he 
promises  to  quit  the  habit.  This  has  been  highly 
recommended  by  the  Annual  Conference,  and  were 
it  generally  heeded  we  would  soon  have  no  occa- 
sion for  complaints  about  the  Lord's  shepherds 
setting  unbecoming  examples  before  th' 
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limited  in  supply,  and  the  poor 
es,  especially,  are  never  burdened  with  a  super- 
fluity of  wearing  apparel.  The  laborer  who  works 
in  the  fields  and  on  the  streets,  often  satisfies  his 
ideas  of  propriety  by  wearing  the  merest  strip 
of  cloth  wrapped  about  his  loins.  Bare-headed, 
bare-backed  and  bare-limbed,  he  works  for  hours 
under  the  fierce,  burning  rays  of  a  tropical  sun 
without  suffering  inconvenience. 

The  better  class  of  people  are  satisfied  with 
two  garments  made  of  white  cotton  cloth.  The 
lower  one  called  the  dhoti  or  waist  cloth,  is  sim- 
ply a  piece  of  white  muslin  three  quarters  of  a 
yard  wide,  and  four  yards  in  length.  This  is 
wrapped  and  tucked  about  the  body  just  above  the 
hips,  one  end  being  caught  up  between  the  low- 
er limbs  and  tucked  in  at  the  back.  The  lower 
limbs  below  the  knees  are  left  bare.  When  run- 
ning the  garment  is  girded  about  the  loins  so  as 
not  to  impede  progress,  so  that  the  people  here 
literally  gird  up  their  loins  as  was  done  in  Bible 
times.  One  sees  thousands  of  men  in  the  cities, 
towns  and  villages,  with  no  other  garment  save 
the  dhoti. 

An  upper  garment  called  uttariya,  is  also  worn 
by  large  numbers.  It  is  made  of  white  cotton, 
and  is  about  the  same  size  and  shape  as  the  dhoti. 
It  is  thrown  over  the  shoulder  and  worn  like  the 
Roman  toga,  covering  the  upper  part  of  the  body 
except  one  arm  and  shoulder.  These  two  gar- 
ments constitute  the  clothing  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  men  of  India.  There  is  neither  nee- 
dle work  nor  buttons  about  them.  The  good 
housewife  never  worries  herself  lest  when  her  hus- 
band changes  his  garments  there  1 
wanting. 

By   some   a  close-fitting    vest 
worn,  called  a  body  protector.     It  is  cut  and  made 
to  fit,  and  is  worn  under  the  upper  garment. 

The  laboring  man's  working  dress,  or  cloth,  costs 
him  but  a  few  pennies,  We  purchased  a  dhoti, 
a  uttariya,  and  a  close-fitting  jacket,  such  as  are 
here  described,  for  about  four  rupees,  a  little  over 
one  dollar  of  our  money.  It  will  be  seen  from 
this  that  clothing  in  India  is  very  cheap,  and  it 
is  well  for  the  poor  that  this  is  the  case.  With 
the  wages  received,  they  cannot  pay  more. 

As  to  head  dress,  the  greater  number  of  the 
people  of  Central  and  Southern  India  wear  noth- 
ing on  their  heads.  In  cold  weather  they  muffle 
their  heads  in  the  upper  garment,  and  some  carry 
a  cloth  on  the  arm  for  this  purpose.  The  wealthy 
class  wear  turbans,  some  of  them  of  permanent 
shape,  but,  for  the  most  part,  they  consist  of 
long  piece  of  cloth  wrapped 
head  in  conformity  to  the 
which  the  wearer  belongs. 

It  may  be  safely  said  that  two-thirds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  India  never  wear  shoes,  and  stockings  are 
practically  unknown  among  the  natives.  Some 
who  have  adopted  the  English  style  of  dress  wear 
both  shoes  and  stockings,  but  their  number  is 
very  small.  Leather  is  supposed  to  be  unclean, 
and  hence  is  not  in  favor.  "  It  is  common  for  the 
most  dignified  and  refined  gentlemen  to  co 
one's  presence  with  naked  feet,  leaving  the 
outside  the  room." 

Women's  dress  consists  ordinarily  of  a  bodice 
and  a  long  garment  called  a  sari.  The  latter  is  a 
piece  of  cloth  of  various  materials  and  colors,  ac- 
cording to  the  wealth  and  taste  ot  the  wearer, 
about  a  yard  wide  and  from  eight  to  fifteen  yards 
in  length,  so  wrapped  and  folded  about  the  body 
as  to  cover  it,  except  one  arm  and  shoulder.    The 
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fashions  in  India  never  change;  indeed,  such  a 
thing  as  fashion  in  dress,  as  it  is  known  in  Europe 
and  America,  does  not  exist  here.  It  may  be 
safely  said,  that  for  three  thousand  years  there 
has  been  but  little  change  in  wearing  apparel. 

In  a  former  letter  we  referred  to  the  great  love 
for  jewelry  innate  in  the  women  of  India.  There 
are  eight  principal  kinds  of  ornaments  worn. 
Nose-rings,  ear-rings,  necklaces,  bracelets,  armlels 
worn  about  the  elbows,  finger-rings,  anklets  and 
toe-rings.  Finger-rings,  ear-rings  and  nose-rings 
are  also  worn  by  men.  The  jewelry  worn  by 
one  woman,  weighs  as  much  as  sixteen  pounds. 
Amorg  the  rich,  gold  and  silver,  with  pearls  and 
precious  stones  are  worn.  Others  use  ivory,  plated 
metal,  and  glass,  while  the  poor  use  brass  and 
even  bracelets  made  of  wood.  The  ears,  the 
nose,  the  fingers  and  toes,  the  arms,  and  the  lower 
limbs,  from  ankle  to  knee,  are  often  literally  cov- 
ered with  jewelry. 

At  Bulsar,  we  bought,  for  a  couple  rupees,  the 
brass  arm-rings  from  the  woman  who  served  us 
as  water  carrier.  She  had  twenty-two  on  each 
arm,  and  from  wrist  to  elbow  her  arms  were  lit 
erally  encased  in  brass.  As  she  was  quite  old,  we 
had  some  hope  that  she  might  use  the  money  for 
a  better  purpose,  but  in  the  afternoon  she  ap- 
peared with  her  arms  covered  with  new  brass 
rings.  She  was  much  pleased  with  her  bargain, 
for  she  had  secured  new  rings  for  her  old  ones, 
and  had  been  able  to  add  a  few  more  to  the  num- 
ber. 

What  did  we  want  with  this  heathen  woman's 
brass  arm-rings,  do  you  ask?  To  show  to  some  of 
our  jewelry-loving  people  at  home,  how  their  In- 
dian sisters  can  excel  them  in  display. 

But  little  attention  is  given  to  the  attire  of  small 
children.  Until  the  offspring  of  the  wealthy  at- 
tain to  their  third  or  fourth  year,  they  are  entirely 
ly  innocent  of  all  clothing.  A  silver  chain  is 
sometimes  fastened  around  the  waist,  to  which  a 
charm  is  attached  to  keep  away  the  evil  spirits; 
bracelets  and  anklets  also  encircle  the  tiny  limbs 
at  a  very  early  age.  The  children  of  the  poor  go 
as  do  those  of  the  rich,  except  that  if  a  charm  be 
worn,  it  is  fastened  to  the  body  with  a  brass  chain 
or  string,  and  that  the  period  when  propriety  de- 
mands that  the  small  dhoti  be  worn,  is  at  the  age 
of  six  or  seven  years. 

The  home-life  of  the  people,  so  far  as  we  are 
able  to  judge  with  our  limited  association  with 
them,  seems  to  be  pleasant  and  happy.  The  chil- 
dren are  light-hearted,  play  about  their  homes  and 
appear  to  enjoy  life.  In  many  places  kite-flying 
is  a  great  source  of  amusement,  among  both  boys 
and  men.  They  are  kind-hearted  and  gentle,  and 
except  those  who  are  degraded  by  the  idolatry  of 
the  Saktists,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  them.  The 
women  are  the  most  superstitious  and  fanatical 
concerning  their  religion,  and  it  is  hard  to  turn 
them  away  from  their  idols.  They  can  only  be 
reached  by  women,  hence  the  importance  of  hav- 
ing women  in  the  field  as  missionaries.  Zenana 
work  (i.  e)  work  among  the  native  women,  it 
the  utmost  importance.  For,  although  she  is 
considered  her  husband's  equal,  she  has  a  com- 
manding influence  in  the  home. 

To  illustrate  this,  Dr.  Mansell,  at  Agra,  told  us 
that  a  native  once  came  to  him  and  asked  to  be 
baptized;  during  the  interview  the  man's  wife 
came  and  upbraided  him  for  forsaking  their  gods, 
and  ended  by  saying  if  he  were  baptized  she  would 
go  home  and  jump  into  the  well.  In  this  way 
I  she  succeeded  in  intimidating  her  husband,  and  he 
never  was  baptized.  "Would  she  have  carried 
out  her  threat  if  you  had  baptized  the  man?"  we 
asked  the  Doctor.  "Yes!  and  that  too,  in  the 
full  belief  that  she  would  go  directly  to  heaven 
because  of  her  self-sacrifice,"  was  the  reply. 


One   lamentable   failure   among    th 
ieir  disregard   for  the    truth.    We 


people  is 
iow  some 
^„ple  in  the  United  States  who  are  afflicted  in 
this  way,  but  here  the  failing  is  quite  general. 
They  do  not  seem  to  have  any  conscience  in  the 
matter,  and  the  missionaries  tell  us  that  one  of 
the  greatest  difficulties  they  have,  is  to  get  those 
who  unite  with  them  to  understand  that  it  is  wrong 
to  tell  an  untruth,  or  to  take  things  belonging  to 
others.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Quaker  missionary,  told 
us  that  this  was  the  most  trying  thing  he  had  to 
contend  with  among  his  people. 

At  Calcutta  it  was  our  good  fortune  to  find  a 
home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  Jewson,  Baptist  mis- 
sionaries, where  we  spent  eight  days  very  pleas- 
antly and  profitably.  Mrs.  Jewson  (rue  Miller), 
formerly  lived  at  Sharpsburg,  Md.,  and  knew  a 
number  of  our  people  in  that  vicinity.  It  seemed 
almost  like  meeting  some  one  from  home.  Mrs. 
J.  has  a  large  orphanage  and  is  doing  a  good 
work  among  the  children.  While  with  them  we 
had  occasion  to  go  to  an  office  in  a  distant  part  of 
the  city.  A  cab  was  called  and  Mrs.  Jewson  di- 
rected the  driver  in  Bengali  where  to  go,  and  then 
asked  if  he  knew  the  place.  "Yes,  yes,  quite 
well,"  was  the  reply.  She  turned  to  us  and  said, 
"  He  says  he  knows  the  place,  but  I  am  quite  sure 
he  is  not  telling  the  truth;  you  will  have  to  in- 
quire on  the  way."  For  the  moment  we  felt  that 
Mrs.  Jewson  was  a  little  too  severe,  but  it  turned 
out  just  as  she  said.  The  man  didn't  know  the 
place,  and  we  only  reached  it  after  considerable 
trouble.  Our  hostess  knew  the  native  character- 
istics much  better  than  we. 

Mr.  Pool,  who  spent  many  years  in  India,  says, 
"Untruthfulness  and  dishonesty  are  bad  traits  of 
eastern  character.  To  tell  a  lie,  seems,  I  am 
afraid,  to  many  Hindus  and  Mohammedans,  as 
natural  as  to  tell  the  truth.  I  was  fortunate  in 
my  servants  in  India;  but  still,  every  now  and 
then,  something  would  disappear  from  the  house. 
I  would  miss  money  from  my  pockets,  and  writ- 
ing paper  from  my  desk,  and  various  curiosities  I 
had  collected  would  vanish,  and  no  more  be  seen 
or  heard  of."  Once  he  missed  a  valuable  umbrel- 
la; he  called  his  servants  together  to  assist  in  find- 
ing it,  but  the  search  was  in  vain.  At  night  he 
searched  on  his  own  account  and  found  the  miss- 
ing article  carefully  hidden  away  behind  a  piece 
of  furniture.  He  concluded  to  leave  it  there  till 
morning  and  teach  the  servants  a  lesson.  After 
breakfast  he  called  them  in,  but  the  thief  had 
been  too  sharp  for  him;  the  umbrella  was  no  long- 
er there.  He  concludes  the  incident  by  saying, 
"Words  fail  me  to  describe  my  chagrin  as  to  the 
discovery.  As  for  the  servants,  not  a  muscle  of 
their  countenances  moved,  though  I  could  see 
from  the  sparkle  in  their  eyes,  that  they  were  en- 
joying my  discomfiture.  I  had  to  buy  another 
umbrella." 

The  untruthfulness  and  dishonesty  among  the 
people  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  I 
character  of  some  of  the  gods  they  worship 
known.  A  nation  never  rises  above  its  highest 
ideals.  The  tendency  is  to  come  far  below  them 
The  Christian  has  the  life  and  character  and 
teaching  of  a  perfect  Savior  to  follow,  and  1 
far  we  fall  below  that  life  and  character!  The 
Hindu  gods,  especially  Siva  and  Krishna,  two  of 
the  most  popular  deities,  are  credited  with  lying, 
stealing,  adultery  and  many  other  wicked  things. 
It  has  been  stated  that  the  people  are  really  bet- 
ter than  the  gods  they  worship,  and  after  looking 
into  the  facts,  we  are  prepared  to  say  that  many 
of  them  are  far  better  than  their  religion  or  their 
gods. 

We  can  never  be  too  thankful  for  our  pure  and 
holy  religion.  We  are  only  better  than  these  peo- 
ple because  we  worship  the  true  God  and  have  his 
Son  for  our  Savior.    And  it  is  only  as  we  assimi- 


late his  holy   life   and   pure   character,  and   m  u 
him  manifest  in  our  daily  living,  that  we  show 

the  true  sense 
nformity  to  his 
will  and  law  there  must  be,  but  this  is  not 
We  must  have  the  Christ  life  in  u: 


the  world  that  we  are  Christian 
f   the   word.     Obedience   and 


enough. 
D-  U  M. 
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Pa,  did  you  know  that  n 
Had  turned  to  be  a  so 

He  minds  his  work,  and 
And  tries  to  do  what  i 

It  seems  so  strange — bet 


Tot 


idle 
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Oh  yes,  my  son,  I  have  observed 

The  pleasant  change  in  neighbor  Joe; 
I  told  him  I  was  very  glad, 

And  asked  what  made  him  alter  so. 
"  I'll  tell  you  truly,  sir,"  said  be; 
"  I  wasted  all  my  youthful  days: 
1  would  not  read  the  Word  of  God. 

And  did  not  love  his  holy  ways. 
I  was  not  happy  in  my  sins — 

My  conscience  checked  me  every  day — 
But  I  cast  oS  the  fear  of  God, 

And  rather  chose  to  swear  than  pray. 
At  length  I  thought  I'd  settle  down, 

And  so  I  picked  me  out  a  wife. 
But  wretchedly  did  I  perform 

The  duties  of  a  married  life. 
In  managing  our  little  ones 

My  mate  and  I  could  not  agree; 
I  was  not  fit  to  govern  them 

While  wicked  passions  governed  me: 
I  was  imperious  and  unkind, 

They  were  unruly,  pert  and  vain — 
They  disobeyed  me  to  my  face. 

And  when  I  stormed  they  stormed  again. 
At  last,  grown  weary  of  my  home, 

I  to  a  tavern  bent  my  way, 
And  drank  and  gambled  many  a  night, 

And  idly  wasted  many  a  day. 
It  happened  that  a  Sabbath  school, 

About  that  time  was  opened  here; 
My  eldest  daughter  chose  to  go, 

And  followed  it  about  a  year. 
But  in  that  year,  I  was  surprised 

To  see  how  altered  she  appeared; 
No  disobliging  act  was  seen. 

And  not  one  fretful  word  was  heard. 
When  I  came  reeling  home  at  night. 

Disposed  to  fight  with  all  I  met, 
She'd  beg  the  children  not  to  speak 

One  word  to  put  me  in  a  fret. 
The  best  the  cottage  could  afford 

She  for  my  supper  would  prepare, 
And  do  whatever  I  required, 

With  cheerful  and  unwearied  care. 
When  she  did  everything  she  could, 

And  found  herself  forever  blamed, 
She  would  be  silent,  or  reply 

So  meekly,  that  I  felt  ashamed. 
Once  I  had  eaten  up  my  milk 

And  ordered  her  to  bring  me  more; 
She  hit  her  foot  and  spilt  it  all. 

Enraged,  I  struck  her  to  the  floor. 
She  rose  in  tears,  but  did  not  speak, 

And  handed  me  another  bowl — 
I  could  not  drink  a  single  drop — 

Her  patience  cut  me  to  the  soul. 
'  Go,  leave  me,  Emeline,'  I  said; 

'  So  vile  a  creature  does  not  live— 
I  am  not  worthy  such  a  child; 

Leave  me— I  know  you  can't  forgive.' 
She  threw  herself  into  my  arms; 

1  Dear  father,  do  not  tell  me  so; 
I've  been  a  disobedient  child; 

Forgive  me,  sir,  I  can  not  go.' 
I  sobbed  aloud;  'Where,  where,'  I  cried, 

'  Did  you  obtain  so  sweet  a  mind? 
Go,  tell  me  who  has  taught  you  thus, 

To  be  so  tender  and  so  kind  ? ' 
'  The  Bible,  sir,  it  taught  me  all ; 

Showed  me  how  wicked  I  had  been, 
And  that  to  treat  my  parents  ill, 

Was  in  God's  sight  a  dreadful  sin.' 
My  heart  was  melted— straight  I  sought 

With  earnestness  the  blessed  Word; 
I  felt  my  guilt— I  owned  my  sins, 
And  begged  forgiveness  of  the  Lord. 
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He  heard  my  cry— he  gave  me  strength 
To  hate  and  leave  my  wicked  ways; 

He  filled  my  soul  with  thankful  love, 
And  to  his  name  be  all  the  praise." 


THE  LITTLE  CARES  OF  LIFE. 

BY  MARY  M.  COX. 

»  Humble  yourselves  therefore  under  the  mighty  hand  of 
God  that  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  time,  casting  all  your  cares 
upon  him,  for  he  careth  for  you."— 1  Pet.  5:  6,  7. 

He  careth  for  us  not  only  in  the  great  events  but 
in  the  everyday  affairs  of  life  as  well.  It  is  in  the 
little  cares  and  vexations  that  we  are  most  apt  to 
fail.  We  are,  in  a  measure,  prepared  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  do  any  great  wrong,  but  the  little 
cares  come  upon  us  so  unexpectedly,  that  we  often 
speak  unkind  words  or  do  an  unkind  act  before  we 
realize  what  we  are  doing. 

Jesus  was  tempted  as  we  are,  although  without 
sin,  and  he  knows  how  to  pity,  and  is  willing  to  for- 
give us.  Nothing  which  causes  one  of  his  blood- 
bought  children  pain  is  too  trivial  for  the  notice  of 
our  Heavenly  Father. 

We  may  come  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  with  all  of 
our  troubles,  whether  small  or  great,  to  plead  for 
help  to  bear  them  and  we  will  never  plead  in  vain. 
Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children  so  the  Lord 
pitieth  them  that  fear  him. 

I  am  so  glad  we  have  an  high  priest  that  can  be 
touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities  and  that 
we  are  allowed  to  come  boldly  to  the  Throne  of 
Grace  that  we  may  obtain  mercy  and  find  grace  to 
help  in  time  of  need. 

Jesus  says:  "Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  What- 
soever ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will 
give  it  you."  John  16:  23.  Precious  promise,  com- 
ing as  it  does  from  the  incarnate  Son  of  God,  how  it 
should  comfort  and  cheer  us  on  our  pilgrim  journey! 

May  we  all  learn  to  cast  all  our  cares  upon  him! 
In  temptations,  in  want,  in  all  things  that  trouble 
us,  may  we  seek  his  aid  and  protection!  May  we, 
Jike  Paul,  forget  the  things  which  are  behind,  and 
^Ich  forth  unto  the  things  which  are  before!  May 
e'press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus! 

Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 


SELECTED  BY  LIZZIE  G.  HUMMER. 

There  is  nothing, — no  nothing, — beautiful  and 
I  that  dies  and  is  forgotten.  An  infant,  a  prat- 
tling child,  dying  in  its  cradle,  will  live  again  in  the 
better  thoughts  of  those  who  loved  it,  and  play  its 
[part,  though  its  body  be  burned  to  ashes  or 
[drowned  in  the  deepest  sea. 

There  is  not  an  angel  added  to  the  hosts  of  heav- 
len  but  does  its  blessed  work  on  earth  in  those  who 
|loved  it  here.  Dead!  oh,  if  the  good  deeds  of  hu- 
1  creatures  could  be  traced  to  their  source,  how 
Ibeautiful  would  even  death  appear! — for  how  much 
■charity,  mercy,  and  purified  affection  would  be 
peen  to  have  their  growth  in  dusty  graves! 


WALKINQ  WITH  QOD. 


BY  GEO.  S.  GRIN 


If  you  are  a  father,  take  your  little  son  by  the 
Ihancl  and  walk  with  him  up  the  hills  and  across  the 
■valleys  where  the  air  blows  softly.  As  that  little 
■son  of  yours  walks  with  you,  so  you  should  walk 
|with  God. 

That  little  son  loves  you  now;  the  cold  and  cruel 
■  world  has  not  yet  come  between  his  heart  and 
lyours,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  never  will.  His  love 
Inow  is  the  purest,  and  you  will  receive  it  as  such. 
ICherish  it,  and  as  your  little  son  walks  lovingly 
|with  you,  so  do  also  walk  with  God. 

But  your  son  walks  humbly  with  you  also;  he 
[looks  up  to  you  as  the  greatest  and  the  wisest  man 
lin  the  world,  and  in  his  estimation  you  ought  to  be 
puch.  Your  son  only  knows  you  in  your  strength 
|«s  a  father  and  a  lawgiver;  and  therefore  he  puts 


his  confidence  in  you  and  walks  with  you;  and  as 
your  son  walks  humbly  with  you,  and  looks  up  to 
you  for  wisdom  and  fatherly  care  as  a  lawgiver,  so 
do  thou  look  up  to  God  for  wisdom  and  fatherly 
care  in  obeying  his  commandments  as  a  lawgiver. 

Your  little  son  also  has  faith  in  you;  he  walks 
confidently  along  with  you.  The  way  may  be  long, 
and  rough,  and  there  may  be  obstacles  to  over- 
come, but  he  knows  that  if  he  wearies,  his  father 
can  carry  him  through.  So  God  has  promised  if 
you  have  faith  in  him  and  that  if  you  discharge 
your  duties  along  the  rough  way  through  life,  he 
will  carry  you  through  when  weary. 

Louisville,  Ohio. 


LOSING.  TIME. 


BY  JNO.  CALVIN  BRIGHT. 


Do  you,  brother  and  sister,  ever  speak  of  losing 
time  in  a  way  you  should  not?  Do  you,  brother 
preacher,  ever  say  you  "  lose  time,"  referring  to  the 
time  spent  in  preaching  and  attending  to  your  "  Fa- 
ther's business?"  Do  you,  brother  deacon,  ever, 
when  referring  to  the  time  spent  in  the  labors  of 
the  church,  say,  you  have  "lost  so  much  time?" 
Do  you,  brother,  sister,  ever  let  your  tongue  say 
that  the  reason  you  did  not  attend  the  council- 
meeting  was,  because  you  had  not  the  "time  to 
lose?  "  Is  such  time  lost?  Or  are  we  not  losing 
time  when  we  refuse  to  do  our  duty?  "What 
think  ye?" 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio 
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Sunday  School  Work  in  Sweden. 

To  the  dear  brethren,  sisters  and  friends,  who 
sent  us  cards  for  our  Sunday  school,  we  return  our 
kindest  regards.  May  the  Lord  reward  you  for  it! 
If  any  one  wishes  to  encourage  our  work  in  this 
line,  it  will  be  much  appreciated,  especially  by  the 
children. 

Some  of  our  children  are  beginning  to  know  that 
the  fashions  of  the  world  do  not  belong  to  a  Chris- 
tian,— so  a  little  girl  told  us  in  our  school.  She 
said,  "  Christians  ought  not  to  curl  their  hair, — that 
is  pride."  She  caused  the  other  children  to  read 
very  carefully  i  Tim.  2:  9. 

In  reading  Luke  6:  48,  a  girl  told  us  that  she 
would  dig  deep,  so  that  she  built  her  house  on  the 
rock,  and  if  storms  would  come,  the  house  would 
not  be  moved.  When  asked  where  she  meant  to 
dig,  she  answered,  "  In  the  Bible,  I  guess."  I 
learned  something  by  this.  If  I  dig  deep  in  the 
Word  of  God  I  will  get  to  the  rock,  to  stand 
against  the  day  of  evil. 

"  I  understand  more  than  the  ancients,  because  I 
keep  thy  precepts."  His  precepts  may  be  rejected 
of  some,  while  others  gladly  receive  them.  One 
night,  at  our  children's  meeting,  a  little  boy  was 
very  attentive.  Fearing  he  might  torget  some  of 
the  references  pointed  out,  he  simply  took  a  pencil 
and  marked  them  in  the  Bible.  Among  the  refer- 
ences marked  was  Ezekiel  39.  That  he  would  read 
to  his  parents,  he  said. 

Every  Wednesday  night  ■ 
dren  in  Revelation.  They  s 
know  about  the  different  ch 
are  real  interesting.  Some 
right  Christians."  Why?  ' 
ceitful,  because  they  hate,  b 
etc.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  these  are  r 
all  Lutheran  children  who  are  attending  our 
school.  I  presume  they  judge  the  Christians  from 
their  parents' life.  The  "Swedes"  are  all  Chris- 
tians in  name. 

Nothing  should  be  of  such  a  great  importance  to 
any  of  our  young  sisters,  as  laboring  in  the  Sunday 
school.     If  the  love  for  the  children1 


read 


'ith  the  chil- 
eem  very  interested  to 
urches.  Their  answers 
mil  say,  "  Here  are  no 
'  Because  they  are  de- 
:  they  are  proud," 
arly 


welfare  fully 


occupies  your  mind,  you  will  be  spared  from  many 
snares.  Besides  that  it  will  help  you  to  study  the 
Bible.  It  will  help  to  prepare  yourself  in  defend- 
ing the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  it  will  help 
you,  in  your  weakness,  to  look  to  Jesus  Christ, 
knowing  that  in  him  you  have  your  strength. 

We  have  two  young  sisters  in  Malmo,  working  in 
the  Sunday  school.  The  one  is  seventeen,  the  oth- 
er eighteen.  While  they  are  engaged  among  the 
children,  they  have  no  time  to  worship  Beelzebub, 
although  he  may  take  them  up  into  a  high  moun- 
tain and  show  them  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world. 
Carrie  Anderson. 

Malmo,  Sweden,  Poste  Restante. 

From  Garrett,  Pa. 

Garrett  is  located  on  the  Pittsburgh  division  of 
B.  &  O.  R.  R.,  six  miles  west  of  Mejersdale,  Pa  , 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Berlin  congregation. 
There  are  two  places  for  preaching  in  this  congre- 
gation,—at  Beachdale,  four  miles  south  of  Berlin 
and  here.  Three  years  ago,  when  we  came  to  this 
place,  there  were  a  few  members  here,  but  we  had 
no  preaching,  no  Sunday  school,  no  prayer  meet- 
ing. Thinking  that  we  ought  to  have  preaching, 
we  made  an  appointment  and  now  have  preaching 
every  three  weeks.  Then  the  Brethren  thought  we 
ought  to  have  a  Sunday  school.  This  we  organized 
May,  1895.  It  is  an  evergreen  one,  having  an  at- 
tendance from  seventy  to  one  hundred,  using  the 
Brethren's  literature,  except  the  singing  book.  Wc 
also  have  a  weekly  prayer  meeting.  The  services 
have  been  held  in  a  meetinghouse  rented  from  the 
"  Church  of  God  "  people,  but  wc  have  under  con- 
templation the  erection  of  a  meetinghouse  of  our 
own  during  the  coming  summer,  36x50,  with  a  base- 
ment, and  so  arranged  that  we  can  hold  love  feast 
in  it.  The  basement  will  be  for  prayer  meeting, 
Sunday  school,  etc. 

As  our  professional  work  is  of  such  a  nature  that 
we  cannot  always  be  depended  on  to  be  present  at 
our  public  meetings,  wc  have  solicited  our  Breth- 
ren to  come  and  assist  us.  They  have  been  most 
liberal  in  doing  so,  for  which  we  are  under  many 
obligations  to  them.  Wc  have  brethren  appointed 
as  solicitors  to  receive  funds  for  the  erection  of  our 
new  house,  and  as  we  are  rather  weak  financially 
and  very  much  in  need  of  a  meetinghouse  of  our 
own,  we  hope  to  receive  some  help.  Without  aid 
from  other  congregations,  we  cannot  accomplish 
the  work.  We  want  the  building  free  from  debt 
when  dedicated.  We  think  we  can  worship  more 
cheerfully  when  there  is  no  heavy  mortgage  on  it. 
R.  T.  Pollard. 

Garrett,  Pa.,  April  10. 


The  District  and  Ministerial  Meetings  of  North- 
eastern Kansas  were  held  in  the  Pleasant  Grove 
church,  April  7  and  8,  and  were  well  represented. 
Bro.  J.  D.  Trostle  was  Moderator;  A.  VanDyke, 
Reading  Clerk,  and  the  writer,  Secretary.  The 
topics  of  Ministerial  Meeting  were  instructive  and 
well  handled,  and,  we  think,  are  of  great  benefit  to 
the  District.  The  Ministerial  Meeting  closed  at  4 
P.  M.,  after  which  we  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  love 
feast,  with  C.  H.  Brown  in  the  lead.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  April  8,  District  Meeting  was  organized  at  8 
A.M. 

We  did  not  have  our  usual  amount  of  business 
and  send  no  paper  to  Annual  Meeting.  The  mis- 
sion work  was  the  prime  factor  of  the  day,  and 
seems  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition,  with  a  larger 
field  than  ever.  The  Board  have  assigned  work  to 
Eld.  C.  C.  Root,  who  is  to  be  constantly  kept  in  the 
field.     A  number  of  posts  are  in  charge  of  others. 

From  report  of  delegates  we  glean  the  following; 
The  District  has  twenty-seven  elders,  forty-three 
ministers  in  first  and  second  degree,  1,543  members; 
137  baptisms  during  the  year;  twenty-seven  solici- 
tors for  mission  funds  and  twenty-eight  Sunday 
schools.  This,  compared  with  last  year,  gives  an 
increase  of  four  elders,  decrease  of  nine  ministers, 
increase  of  199  more  members,  thirty-one  more  bap* 
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tisms,  four  more  solicitors,  and  six  more  Sunday 
schools.  Our  District  took  a  decided  stand 
against  calling  into  any  of  the  churches  a  brother 
to  hold  series  of  meetings,  unless  such  a  brother  is 
in  full  sympathy  with  the  established  order  of  the 
general  Brotherhood.  Eld.  Archy  VanDyke  is  our 
delegate  on  Standing  Committee,  with  Bro.  C.  C. 
Root,  alternate.  The  Meeting  closed  at  5  P.  M.,  to 
meet  again  in  April,  1897,  in  Sabetha  church. 

During  those  meetings  we  were  made  to  rejoice 
in  seeing  that  the  clouds,  which  had  been  hanging 
over  the  Pleasant  Grove  church,  have  been  dis- 
pelled and  that  the  light  of  love,  joy  and  peace  is 
again  shining.  We  believe  the  church  will  again 
move  along  and  exert  her  former  power  for  good. 
Isaac  H.  Crist. 

Gardner,  Kans. 


General  Annual  Meeting  Notice. 

The  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  in  Ottawa, 
Kans.,  beginning  May  26.  A  series  of  meetings, 
conducted  by  Bro.  G.  L.  Studebaker,  will  begin 
May  26,  during  which  time  a  Bible  Normal  will  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  W.  C.  Wieand  and  others.  For 
the  song  services  we  will  principally  use  the  Breth- 
ren's Hymnals,  which  can  be  obtained  of  the  com- 
mittee during  the  meetings  at  a  reduced  rate,  in  or- 
der to  more  fully  introduce  them  in  the  churches  of 
Kansas.  A  supply  of  Sunday  School  Spng  Books 
will  also  be  on  sale  by  the  committee. 

2.  Boarding  will  commence  on  the  grounds  May 
16.  Good  meals  can  be  had  at  the  rate  of  five  tick- 
ets for  one  dollar. 

3.  Lodging  consists  of  500  tents  10x14,  supplied 
with  plenty  of  straw  at  Si. 50  for  the  entire  meeting. 
In  addition  to  the  tents  we  have  a  limited  number  of 
cots,  furnished  with  cover  and  pillow,  in  Assembly 
hall,  which  we  will  sell  at  ten  cents  per  night,  and  a 
large  number  more  will  be  lodged  in  halls  and 
barns,  supplied  with  straw  at  five  cents  per  night, 
but  for  the  satisfaction  of  being  unmolested  by  the 
confusion  of  a  crowded  room,  we  recommend  the 
tents,  which  can  still  be  had  from  May  1 6  to  30  by 
sending  Si. 50  to  the  Secretary.  Each  one  coming 
to  the  meeting  will  have  a  comfortable  bed  by 
bringing  a  cover.  The  Standing  Committee  will  be 
lodged  on  good  beds  in  the  assembly  hall  free. 

4.  There  will  be  a  baggage  room  on  the  ground, 
where  the  charges  will  be  five  cents  and  ten  cents 
for  trunks;  a  baggage  transfer  will  be  at  depots. 
Charges  reasonable. 

5.  The  water  supply  is  first  class.  Those  who 
complained  of  water  at  former  meeting  on  account 
of  alkali,  need  not  fear  to  come.  We  use  water- 
works water,  of  the  best  kind,  with  sufficient  ice  to 
keep  it  cool. 

6.  There  will  be  a  post-office  on  the  ground, 
where  mail  can  be  sent  and  received  at  all  times. 
All  mail  should  be  addressed  "  A.  M.  Box,"  Otta- 
wa, Kansas. 

7.  Telegrams  should  be  sent  in  care  of  Secretary 
of  Annual  Meeting,  which  will  be  delivered  day  or 
night. 

S.  The  committee  exclude  all  merchandising  on 
the  ground. 

9.  No  one  will  be  permitted  to  circulate  any  sub- 
scription on  the  ground,  except  by  a  written  con- 
sent of  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

10.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  teams,  but  no 
provision  for  feed  will  be  made  by  committee. 

11.  The  A.  T.  &  S.  F.  and  Missouri  Pacific  Rail- 
ways are  at  a  heavy  expense  to  accommodate  our 
people  in  the  arranging  of  the  meetings,  and  we 
kindly  ask  all  who  can,  to  give  them  their  patron- 
age. Coming  by  Chicago,  take  the  Santa  Fe  R. 
R.  Coming  by  St.  Louis  take  the  Missouri  Pacific. 
Any  one  of  these  lines  will  bring  you  near  the 
park.  Preserve  this  notice  as  it  will  not  appear 
again. 

Those  wanting  cots  in  their  tents  for  fifty  cents 
each  for  entire  meeting,  must  order  before  May  5. 
None  can  be  had  later.  I.  H.  Crist  Sec. 

Gardner,  Kans. 


Notice  to  the  Churches  of  Northeastern  Kansas. 

Churches  having  a  supply  of  Brethren's  Hym 
lals  will  please  mark  them  plainly  and  brin^ 
hem  to  Ottawa,  to  use  during  the  series  of  meet 
ngs  and  Annual  Meeting.  They  will  be  in  chargt 
if  a  party  who  will  see  that  they  will  be  cared  for 
We  would  like  to  have  several  hundred. 

I.  H.  Crist,  Sec. 


From  Carrlngton,  North  Dakota. 

ArRiL  7  we,  with  a  number  of  brethren,  sisters, 
and  others,  left  Huntington,  Ind„  on  our  trip  to 
North  Dakota.  Because  of  the  wide  extent  of  the 
territory  from  which  the  colony  came,  we  thought 
a  short  sketch  of  our  journey  would  be  of  interest 
to  the  many  friends  of  the  emigrants. 

We  were  made  to  feel  sad  while  giving  the  part- 
ing hand  to  the  hundreds  of  friends  that  assembled 
at  the  depot  to  witness  our  departure.  Our  hearts 
were  sad  when  we  realized  the  fact  that  we  were 
leaving  our  associations  in  the  church  and  Sunday 
school,  and  going  into  a  land  of  strangers,  who  are 
not  of  like  precious  faith.  But,  blessed  be  his  holy 
name,  we  can  worship  the  same  God  in  North  Da- 
kota, as  in  the  East,  and  that  the  fields  for  mission- 
ary work  are  as  large  as  the  agricultural  fields. 

Our  hearts  were  made  light  and  happy  when  we 
arrived  at  Carrington,  April  g.  The  railroad  com- 
pany brought  their  sleepers  to  the  East  where  we 
could  board  them  and  be  transported  to  North  Da- 
kota without  change.  This  made  our  trip  all  the 
more  pleasant.  We  are  now  making  our  home  in 
the  cars,  which  the  company  gave  us  for  ten  days. 

Nearly  all  have  made  selections  of  land  and  will 
soon  be  comfortably  located.  Our  trip  was  pleas- 
ant, and  all  arrived  feeling  well.  Arrangements 
are  now  being  made  to  organize  a  church  and  build 
a  churchhouse  in  the  near  future,  which  will  be  in 
a  few  months  at  most.  The  weather  is  fine  and  all 
seem  to  be  well  satisfied.  D.  H.  Snowberger. 

April  13. 

Special  Notice  Concerning  Half  Rates  for  District 
Meeting  of  Southern  Ohio. 

This  meeting  is  to  be  held-  in  the  Donnell's 
Creek  church,  May  5.  Tickets  on  Big  Four  R'y 
will  be  on  sale  at  Savona,  Arcanum,  Pittsburg, 
Laura  and  Ludlow  Falls;  on  D.  and  U.,  at  Union 
City,  Hillgrove,  Greenville,  Brookville,  Trotwood, 
Stillwater  Junction  and  Dayton.  Those  coming 
by  way  of  Dayton  should  stop  at  Enon.  Those 
from  Savona  and  the  East  should  stop  at  New  Car- 
lisle, except  those  coming  on  Monday  morning, 
who  should  come  to  Forgy.  The  train  is  due  at 
Forgy  at  10;  14  A.  M.;  New  Carlisle,  at  7:  54  P.  M.; 
at  Enon,  8:  33  A.  M.  and  4:  59  P.  M.  All  should 
come  May  4,  as  trains  will  not  be  met  on  day  of 
meeting.  All  elders  should  come  on  morning 
trains.  Others  have  their  choice  morning  or  even- 
ing. There  is  good  connection  at  Dayton  from 
D.  &.  U.  R'y  for  Enon,  at  4:  15  P.  M.  Those  com- 
ing on  Ohio  Southern  will  be  met  at  Springfield 
Drning  and  evening,  May  4. 

Follow  these  instructions  and  we  will  try  to  have 
nveyance  for  all.  Henry  Frantz, 


From  the  Committee  on  Sunday  School  Needs 
and  Statistics. 

The  committee  has  published  notices  in  the  Mes- 
senger twice,  asking  that  there  be  a  report  sent 
from  each  congregation.  If  Annual  Meeting  con- 
sidered the  matter  of  enough  importance  to  appoint 
the  committee,  the  elders  of  the  different  congre- 


surely  ought  to 


gatioi 

porta 

And   yet   not  half  of   thi 

tions  were  sent  have  giv 

for.     The    committee    c; 

fo 


it  of  enough  im- 
eports  to  the  committee. 
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-n  the  information  asked 
nnot  give  the  statistics 
when  it  hears  from  less  than  half 
of  it;  nor  can  it  form  a  very  definite  idea  as  to  what 
the  needs  are,  for  the  needs  are  not  the  same  in 
all  places. 

The  committee  takes  this  last  opportunity  before 
Annual  Meeting  to  urge  those  who   have  received 


lists  of  questions  to  fill  them  out  and  return  th 
to  the  proper  person  at  once.     If  any  have  not 
ceived  lists  of  questions,  let  them  write  immediat 
ly  to  the  undersigned,  who  will  send  what  is  want 
ed.    Or  if  any  have  mislaid   or  lost  their  lists    1 
them  send  for  others.     The  time  is  short  now   a  H 
if  the  committee  is  to  make  a  report  to  the  comin 
Annual  Meeting  the  reports  asked  for  will  have  t 
be  sent  in  soon.     Let  those  concerned  give  this 
matter  their  immediate  attention. 

The  committee  had  hoped  it  would  get  from 
many  brethren  and  sisters  suggestions  as  to  what 
the  needs  of  our  Sunday  schools  are,  but  so  far 
very  few  have  written.  There  certainly  are  many 
whose  experiences  in  the  work  will  enable  them  to 
give  useful  information  to  the  committee.  VVilK 
they  do  so?  Grant  Mahan,  Sec. 


From  Conestoga,  Pa. 


Our  church  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Satur- 
day, April  11.  Two  brethren  will  represent  our 
church  at  Manheim  next  Thursday,  at  a  meeting, 
called  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  an  Old  Folks" 
Home,  to  be  supported  by  the  seven  churches  in: 
Lancaster  County. 

Bro.  Geo.  Bucher,  formerly  of  Tulpehocken* 
church,  but  who  has  lately  moved  into  the  extreme 
part  of  lower  Lancaster  County,  was  received  by 
certificate,  together  with  his  wife  and  children 

An  appeal  for  help  to  build  a  house  of  worship  in 
the  section  where  Bro.  Bucher  has  located,  was 
sent  to  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Bro.  Jacob 
Pfautz  was  chosen  to  represent  us  at  Annual  Meet- 
ing, and  brethren  R.  Reidenbach  and  Isaac  Taylor 
at  District  Meeting. 

A  collection  of  S18.83  was  taken  for  the  relief  of 
the  Armenian  sufferers. 

Bro.  Daniel  Myer  was  elected  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school  at  Bareville.  No  change  in  the 
officers  was  made  at  the  Spring  Grove  school.. 
The  debt  on  the  Spring  Grove  house  is  about  to  be 
cancelled.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  at  Bird-in- 
Hand,  on  May  22  and  23.  Lizzie  Mvek. 


Bareville,  Pa. 


Sowing— Reaping. 


By  way  of  explanation  I  must  first  say  that  last 
winter  we  donated  the  Messenger  to  a  lady  friend 
of  ours  down  at  Boyd,  Oklahoma.  She  kindly 
loaned  it  to  her  neighbors.  She  now  writes  us  that 
there  are  two  families  converted  by  reading  the 
Messenger,  and  that  they  say  they  would  join  the 
church  if  an  opportunity  were  afforded  them.- 
What  shall  we  do?  The  seed  has  been  sown,  but 
what  of  the  harvest?  Shall  the  reaping  be  left  un- 
done? What  good  can  there  be  in  sending  out  the 
good  news  unless  the  inquiring  souls  are  looked  aft- 
er? We  feel  interested  and  would  like  to  have; 
some  suggestion  as  to  what  course  to  pursue. 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  J.  Kester. 

Chanute,  Kans. 

Note. — This  will  doubtless  meet  the  eye  of  some 
earnest  minister  in  Southern  Kansas  or  Oklahoma,. 
who  will  respond  to  the  call,  or  it  may  receive 
the  prompt  attention  of  the  Mission  Board  in 
Southern  Kansas.  We  take  occasion  to  say  that 
there  is  no  better  way  of  doing  missionary  work 
than  placing  the  Messenger  in  hundreds  of  fami- 
lies, and  then  follow  up  the  project  with  some 
earnest  preaching. — Ed. 


Notice  to  the  Brethren  of  Missouri  and  Colorado. 

As  we  have  been  receiving  urgent  calls  from 
some  of  the  Brethren  of  the  above-named  States, 
desiring  to  insure  their  property  in  the  Brethren's 
Mutual  Aid  Association,  it  was  decided,  at  our 
last  Annual  Meeting,  April  9,  1896,  to  include  Mis- 
souri and  Colorado  within  the  limits  of  our  terri- 
tory. The  present  limit  is  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Mis- 
souri and  Colorado.  For  further  information  ad- 
dress the  Secretary.  B.  S.  Katherhan. 

Lawrence,  Kans.,  1x40  N.  Y.  St. 


April  25,  ''896. 
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From  Olendale,  Arizona. 

1  never  before  realized  that  we  were  in  the  midst 
0f  and  surrounded  with  the  antichrists  (1  John  2: 
22p  23)  till  a  brother  here  left  Christ's  kingdom  and 
went  with  the  Masons.  Of  course  the  church  had 
to  expel  him,  which  created  quite  a  feeling  of  an- 
tagonism in  the  lodge  toward  the  church,  and 
caused  some  of  them  to  say  hard  things  about  the 
church.  A  doctor  said  in  my  presence  that  a  man 
could  not  be  a  good  Mason  without  being  a  Chris- 
tian. I  told  him  I  had  been  wrongly  informed. 
Then  he  wanted  to  know  where  I  got  my  informa- 
tion. I  told  him  I  got  it  from  one  of  the  leading 
Masons,  in  Welsh,  Louisiana,  who  told  me  that  a 
man  had  to  be  a  believer  in  God  but  did  not  have 
to  be  a  believer  in  Christ,  to  be  a  Mason.  I  told 
the  doctor  that  a  Jew  could  be  a  good  Mason  and 
not  be  a  Christian. 

He  denied  that  and  said  that  a  Jew  could  not  be- 
long to  the  American  Scottish  Masons,— that  the 
Jews  had  an  order  of  their  own.  This  he  did,  no 
doubt,  to  be  ahead  in  the  argument,  for  another 
leading  Mason  here  told  me  that  Masonry  was 
non-sectarian,  and  that  he  did  not  know  of  any- 
thing to  hinder  a  Jew  from  joining  the  lodge  here. 

In  1  John  2:  19,  we  have  these  words,  "They 
went  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us;  for  if 
they  had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have 
continued  with  us."  This  is  true  of  our  brother, 
but  how  can  any  one,  claiming  to  be  a  Christian, 
belong  to  an  association  that  does  not  recognize 
our  Blessed  Savior,  and  where  wicked  men  blas- 
pheme the  holy  name  of  our  God?  How  they  can 
breathe  that  holy  name  in  prayer  at  their  religious 
services,  as  I  have  seen  them  do  at  their  funerals, 
is  more  than  I  can  understand. 

The  church    here  seems   to   be  prospering,  not- 
withstanding   their    opposition.     A    new    church, 
28x40  feet  in  size,  is  nearly  completed,  and  there  are 
new  members  moving  in  all  the  time. 
,  A.  H.  Haughtelltn. 

m  Gtendale,  Arizona.. 

From  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

March  14,  1896,  the  Meadow  Branch  church, 
Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  appointed  the  following  members 
as  a  committee  to  solicit  for  the  Home  Mission 
Fund,  established  tor  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
house  of  worship  in  Baltimore  City:  J.  S.  Geiser, 
M.  I.  Smith,  O.  J.  Dotterer,  Wm.  H.  Ashmore, 
David  Utz,  J.  A.  Smith,  Uriah  Bixler. 

Published  by  order  of  the  church. 

Uriah  Bixler. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 


Germantown,  Pa.— At  our  last  council-meeting 
we  decided  to  hold  our  spring  feast  on  Thursday, 
May  14.  Two  members  were  received  by  letter. 
We  decided  to  have  at  least  one  week's  meetings  at 
the  time  of  our  feast.  There  is  one  applicant  for 
baptism. — G.  N.  Falkenstein,  6611  Germantown  Ave. 

Silver  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— The  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  March  21,  to  do  some  work  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.  Bro.  J.  Keiser  goes  as  dele- 
gate to  District  Meeting.  It  was  decided  to  have  a 
Communion  June  13,  and  have  a  week's  meetings 
before  the  Communion.  Bro.  Peter  Stuckman,  of 
Indiana,  is  to  conduct  the  meetings.— A.  A.  Throne, 
Pioneer,  Ohio. 

Johnstown,  Pa. — Our  series  of  meetings  at  Cone- 
maugh,  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  closed  the 
evening  of  April  12.  Eight  were  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism,  and  others  almost  persuaded. 
Bro.  Mohler  preached,  in  all,  twenty-three  sermons. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended.  At  our  quarter- 
ly council,  March  26,  brethren  G.  S.  Rairigh,  and 
Abram  Fyock  were  chosen  as  delegates  to  District 
Meeting,  and  G.  S.  Rairigh  and  Stephen  Stutzman 
as  delegates  to  Annual  Meeting.  The  lovefeast  at 
Walnut  Grove  will  be  held  May  17.—/!.  /.  Strayer, 
April  14. 


Big  Creek  Church,  Okla.-Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil occurred  March  20.  Three  members  cast  their 
lot  here  with  us  by  letter.  We  are  increasing  in 
number  slowly  here  in  this  new  country.— A.  G. 
Fillmore,  April  7. 

Hoyle  Church,  Mich.— We  have  our  house  of 
worship  near  completion.  As  soon  as  we  are  able 
to  finish,  we  hope  to  sfart  an  evergreen  Sunday 
school.  Three  have  been  baptized  and  there  is  one 
applicant, -as  a  result  of  a  short  series  of  meetings 
by  our  elder,  Bro.  J.  Henricks.— Emanuel  J.  Smith. 

Palestine,  Ark.— Our  council  meeting  at  this 
place,  April  11,  preparatory  to  District  Meeting, 
was  well  attended.  Our  love  feast  was  appointed 
for  May  30  At  our  meeting  yesterday  one  more 
was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Praise 
the  Lord  for  his  goodness!  Nature  is  flourishing 
with  the  abundant  rains  we  are  having.—/).  L.  For- 
ney, April  ij. 

Plattsburg,  Mo.— Our  Sunday  school  is  not  ever- 
green but  it  has  again  leafed  out,  being  reorganized 
at  our  last  quarterly  council,  with  Bro.  D.  M.  Young 
as  Superintendent.  The  school  is  supplied  with  Ju- 
venile  a  :d  Brethren's  Quarterlies,  and  Child' en  at  Work, 
— the  necessary  helps  for  both  teacher  and  scholar. 
The  attendance  and  interest  manifested  augurs  well 
for  a  successful  and  profitable  term.— Mattie  E.  lie- 
Williams,  April  ij. 

Brock's  Gap,  Va  —  The  church  at  this  place  held 
a  very  enjoyable  council  on  Saturday,  April  11. 
This  church  is  now  an  organized  congregation. 
Our  much  beloved  brother,  John  P.  Zigler,  was 
chosen  as  our  elder,  of  Mayland,  Va.  Hro.  George 
Fulk  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  District  Meeting. 
Bro.  Philip  Baker  was  also  installed  into  the  of- 
fice of  deacon.  It  was  decided  to  have  a  Sunday 
school  at  this  place  the  coming  summer.  Brethren 
John  Turner  and  Josiah  Hulva  were  chosen  as  Sup- 
erintendents. Our  school  will  be  organized,  Sun- 
day, April  26,  at  3  P.  M. — Sallie  R.  Turner,  Hoover, 
Va.,  April  12. 

Cilshiiig",  Okla. — Among  the  many  good  things  I 
see  in  onr  Gospel  Messenger,  there  is  nothing  of 
more  importance»to  the  church,  than  the  instruc- 
tion on  page  8,  April  II.  The  spirit  of  sacrifice 
must  be  encouraged.  All  ought  to  feel  interested 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  If  God  does  so  much  for 
^is,  by  our  resigning  our  will  to  his  will,  let  us  all  do 
our  part  and  see  the  blessed  result  of  a  united  ef- 
fort. Bro.  A.  J.  Feebler  has  made  a  suggestion, 
that  would  be  the  means  of  more  good  being  done 
in  Oklahoma  than  anything  that  could  be  done,  i. 
e.,  get  a  tent  or  tabernacle  for  love-feasts  and  mis- 
sion meetings. — A.   W.  Austin,  April  rj. 

Kidder,  Mo. — The  members  of  this  congregation 
met  in  quarterly  council  April  II.  We  received 
Bro.  Wm.  C.  and  sister  Rebecca  Hipes  and  Bro. 
John  Saddler  by  letter.  We  are  glad  to  see  the 
Brethren  locate  among  us,  especially  the  minister- 
ing brethren.  Bro.  Wm.  C.  Hipes  was  chosen  as 
delegate  to  represent  us  at  Annual  Meeting.  We 
changed  the  appointment  at  Mill  Creek  school- 
house  from  the  second  and  fourth  to  the  first  and 
third  Sundays  of  each  month.  We  will  have 
preaching  the  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month  in  the 
Union  church  in  Kidder.  We  changed  the  name  of 
our  congregation  from  Hamilton  congregation  to 
Kidder  congregation. — Lizzie  Henricks,  April  15. 

Black  River  Church,  Mich.  —  Bro.  Thurston 
Miller,  of  Laporte,  Ind.,  recently  held  a  two  weeks' 
meeting  at  Lakeside,  a  new  mission  post  within  the 
bounds  of  this  congregation.  His  addresses  were 
thoughtfully  prepared,  formed  a  regular  series,  and 
were  intended  to  instruct  rather  than  to  move  the 
feelings.  A  half  hour  was  usually  spent  at  each 
service  in  singing.  The  audiences  were  small  but 
generally  attentive,  and  apparently  interested.  We 
believe  that  a  good  work  has  been  begun  here,  and 
hope  that  it  may  be  kept  up.  From  here  he  went 
to  Grand  Junction,  another  new  point.  We  are 
still  trying  to  raise  means  to  build  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. About  Sioo  has  been  promised. — Cyrus  Wal- 
lUk,  Bloomingdale  Mich.,  April  14. 


Grundy  Center,  Iowa.— We  closed  our  meetings 
here  this  evening  in  town,  and  commence  to-morrow 
evening  at  the  Melrose  meetinghouse,  ten  miles 
west  from  here.  From  there  I  go  to  the  town  of 
Eldora,  Iowa,  and  from  there  home  to  McPherson, 
Kans.,  where  I  may  be  addressed  by  those  who 
may  want  my  labors  after  the  Annual  Meeting,  and 
for  next  fall  and  winter.— Jacob  Witmore,  McPher- 
son, Kansas.  April  14. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— In  the  Gospel  Messenger  No. 
14,  page  216,  I  noticed  that  a  number  of  Brethren 
are  going  to  North  Dakota.  I  was  made  to  wonder 
why  some  brother  could  not  locate  with  us.  An 
elder  or  a  minister  in  good  standing  who  would 
take  care  of  this  little  band  of  God's  children 
would  find  a  good  opening  here.  We  have  good 
cheap  land.  Crops  are  promising  both  spiritually 
and  temporally.  Our  Sunday  school  is  encouraging. 
Who  will  say,  I  will  come?— D.  M.  Ross,  A/ril  11. 

Bethel  Church,  Nebr.— Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  at  this  church  April  4.  Our  lovefeast  will 
be  held  May  30,  at  4  P.  M.  Bro.  D.  M.  Fike  is  to 
be  our  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  April  lithe 
second  Sunday  school  meeting  was  held  here.  A 
number  of  strangers  were  with  us.  On  account  of 
inclement  weather  the  evening  session  was  not 
held.  Sunday  evening  Bro  J.  Pi.  Young  preached  a 
very  interesting  sermon.  The  people  are  very 
much  encouraged  by  the  recent  rain,  and  there  are 
good  prospects  for  a  crop.  —  Clara  Hochstcdler, 
Carlelon,   Thayer  Co.,  Nebr. 

Nevada,  Mo.— The  members  of  the  Nevada 
church  met  in  council  on  the  first  Saturday  of  this 
month.  Eld.  William  Harvey,  of  Jasper,  our  elder, 
was  present,  and  conducted  the  meeting.  Two 
members  were  granted  letters  of  membership,  and 
five  were  received  by  letter.  The  church  also  de- 
cided to  hold  a  lovefeast  June  3,  commencing  at  5 
P.  M.  Wc  would  be  glad  to  have  some  of  our  min- 
isters, en  route  to  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  come 
this  way  and  spend  a  week  with  us,  and  give  us 
some  meetings.  Eld.  Wm.  Harvey  and  Eli  Leslie 
will  represent  the  church  at  District  Meeting  and 
Jacob  Crumpacker  at  Annual  Meeting.  Our  Sun- 
day school  is  moving  along  nicely  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Bro.  J.  N.  Wagoner.  -D.  D.   Wine,  April  8. 

Inglewood,  California.— The  evening  of  April  9 
the  members  met  and  organized  a  Sunday  school, 
by  choosing  C.  A.  Ives,  Superintendent.  The  ev- 
enings of  April  10  and  11  were  joyous  seasons  to 
the  saints  here,  under  the  teachings  of  Bro.  Andrew 
Hutchison,  whose  efficiency  by  the  truth,  in  the 
truth,  and  for  the  truth  gives  great  courage  to  all 
"  who  have  been  made  partakers  of  the  divine  na- 
ture." Mr.  D.  Freeman  having  opened  one  of  his 
large  rooms  in  the  hotel  here  for  our  services,  we 
met  at  3  P.  M.,  April  12,  and  held  our  first  Sunday 
school,  after  which  we  listened  to  God's  Word  by 
Bro.  L.  S.  Snyder,  of  Missouri  Valley,  Iowa.  Joy- 
ous emotions  come  to  one's  heart,  now  that  the 
church  here  has  begun  an  aggressive  campaign 
against  the  forces  of  darkness.  In  the  name  of  Je- 
hovah his  battles  will  be  fought.— M.  M.  Eshelman. 

Eden  Valley  Church,  Kans. — This  church  is  now 
in  fair  working  order.  We  held  the  Ministerial  and 
District  Meetings  of  Soulhwcstern  Kansas  in  this 
church  March  31  and  April  I.  We  had  a  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive  Ministerial  Meeting.  The 
topics  were  well  and  ably  discussed.  After  the 
District  Meeting  Eld.  John  Wise,  of  Conway 
Springs,  Kans.,  went  six  miles  southwest  of  Seward, 
to  the  Douglas  schoolhouse,  where  there  are  sev- 
eral members  living,  and  preached  ten  sermons  to 
attentive  hearers.  Three  were  baptized  and  others 
are  near  the  kingdom.  Altogether  we  had  meet- 
ings for  three  weeks.  Eld.  Moses  Brubaker,  of 
Lyons,  Kans.,  commenced  meetings  at  the  meet- 
inghouse March  21,  and  continued  up  to  the  29th 
with  no  uncertain  sound,  but  with  ringing  appeals, 
that  all  could  understand  where  they  stood.  We 
have  just  had  a  good  rain  which  is  much  needed. 
Some  have  lost  all  their  wheat;  others  a  part,  and 
are  much  discouraged.— Jasper  N.  Perry,  Seward, 
Kans.,  April  12. 
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Notice.— Any  one  knowing  of  mem- 
bers or  members'  children  living  in 
this  city,  will  kindly  send  me  name 
and  address  of  same. — A.  L.  Snocbergcr, 
7314  Virginia  Ave,,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Bremen,  Ind. — The  members  here 
met  in  quarterly  council.  We  ap- 
pointed the  time  for  our  love  feast  for 
June  18.  We  also  reorganized'  our 
Sunday  school.  Our  elder,  John  S. 
Kauffman,  is  our  Superintendent,  and 
Bro.  Alpha  Eversole,  Assistant.— Jacob 
B.  Parker,  April  13. 

Painter  Creek,  Ohio.— We  have  just 
held  our  council-meeting,  and  decided 
to  send  our  elders,  Tobias  Kreider  and 
Jesse  Stutsman  to  both  the  Annual 
Meeting  and  the  District  Meeting. 
Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  was  with  us. 
All  business  passed  off  pleasantly. — 
Levi  Mmnick,  April  12. 

Poland,  Ohio. — The  last  quarterly 
council  of  the  Mahoning  church,  Ohio, 
was  held  April  4  at  Zion  Hill.  Bro. 
Noah  Longanecker  was  with  us  and 
preached  a  few  times,  and  assisted  in 
the  anointing  of  our  afflicted  brother, 
L.  Summer.  We  expect  to  have  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  near  future. — 1 
/.  H.  Kurtz. 

Aurora,  Nebr.— The  Beaver  Creek 
church  will  hold  a  love  feast  May  30 
and  31,  commencing  at  10  A.  M 
our  little  band  is  small  we  invite  all 
who  can,  to  come  and  help  us.  Any 
minister  who  can  be  with  us  will 
please  address  Bro.  Saylor,  of  Aurora, 
or  Bro.  Ogg,  of  Stockham.— Jonas  Say- 
lor, April  12. 

East  Dayton,  Ohio.— The  series  of 
meetings  which  were  in  progress  last 
week,  closed  last  evening  with  good 
interest.  The  meetings  were  conduct 
ed  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Brumbaugh.  There 
were  no  immediate  results,  but  some 
seriously  considering.  Our  love  feast 
will  be  held  April  25,  at  5  o'clock  P. 
M.— Belle  Stauffer,  April  13. 

Ladoga,  Ind.— The  Bethel  church 
met  in  council  April  11.  Brethren 
Frank  Rose  and  H.  H.  Keim  were 
chosen  delegates  to  Annual  Meeting. 
Letters  were  granted  to  two  of  our 
members.  We  are  expecting  Bro.  I. 
N.  H.  Beahm,  of  Virginia,  to  be  with 
us  May  3,  to  hold  meetings  until  our 
love  feast,  which  will  occur  May  19. 
The  writer  was  appointed  Correspond- 
ing Secretary.  We  have  two  good 
Sunday  schools  in  this  congregation. 
There  seems  to  be  a  good  interest 
in  the  work.— Lula  Harslibarger, 


April  /? . 

Middle  District,  Ohio.— Ou 
held  April  11.    . 
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found  to  be  in  love  and  union.  Our 
Sunday  school  commenced  April  12 
with  brethren  Joseph  Karns  and  Ed- 
ward Kindell  as  Superintendents.  The 
church  held  a  choice  for  deacon.  The 
lot  fell  upon  Bro.  Ira  Grisso,  who, 
with  his  companion,  was  duly 
stalled.  Bro.  D.  C.  Hendrickson 
our  delegate  for  Annual  Meeting  and 
brethren  D.  C.  Hendrickson  and  D.  P 
Sollenberger  are  our  delegates  fo 
District  Meeting.  Three  member: 
were  received  by  letter.  Brethren 
Jesse  Stutsman  and  Henry  Gump  were 

the  elders  in  charge  of  the  meeting. 

A.  J.  Hendrickson,  Fidelity,  Ohio,  April 
>3- 


Grundy  County  Church,  Iowa.— 
This  church  met  in  quarterly  council 
April  4.  Eld.  Stephen  Johnson,  who 
has  care  of  this  church,  was  present. 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  June  6  and 
7,  commencing  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
Bro.  Silas  Gilbert  represents  this 
church  at  Annual  Conference.  An 
election  for  a  minister  was  held.  Tht 
lot  fell  on  Bro.  E.  S.  Jones.— Alda  £ 
Albright,  Eldora,  Iowa,  April  6. 

Longmont,  Colo.  —  On  Saturday, 
April  4,  the  members  of  the  St.  Vrain 
congregation  met  in  regular  quarterly 
council.  Bro.  S.  M.  Goughnour  is  our 
delegate  to  District  Meeting  of  North- 
western Kansas  and  Northern  Colora- 
do. Bro.  A.  C.  Snowberger  was  elect- 
ed Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school  for  the  next  six  months  and 
the  writer,  Assistant.  We  appointed 
our  Communion  meeting  for  May  30. 
Any  brethren  coming  West  from  the 
Annual  Meeting  will  please  make  a 
note  of  this  and  arrange  to  be  with  us. 
B.  F.  Miller,  April  12. 

Morrill,  Kans.— Our  first  series  of 
meetings,  held  in  the  new  church  at 
Morrill,  began  Feb.  16,  continuing 
three  weeks.  The  meetings  were  con- 
ducted by  our  elder,  J.  S.  Mohler,  who 
delivered  a  number  of  able,  doctrinal 
discourses  that  awakened  much 
terest.  The  attendance  and  interest 
were  excellent.  There  were  two  ac- 
cessions. We  have  an  interesting 
Sunday  school.  All  teachers  and  of- 
ficers are  members  and  seem  to  have 
the  cause  at  heart.  A  prayer  meeting 
held  each  Wednesday  evening, 
which  is  well  attended.  Bro.  Kather- 
nan,  of  Lawrence,  Kans.,  is  conduci- 
ng a  singing  class,  which  is  improv- 
ng  our  song  service  in  the  church. 
Ne  have  recently  organized  a  young 
people's  prayer  meeting  which  meets 
every  Sunday  evening  and  is  conduct- 
ed by  the  young  members  of  the 
:h.  The  Gospel  Messenger  vis- 
ost  of  the  families  of  this  congre- 
gation.— Felicia  E.  Shaffer,  April  10. 

Sheldon,  Iowa.— Our  District  evan- 
gelist, Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  came  to 
Primghar,  a  point  in  the  Sheldon  con 
gregation,  and  held  twenty-two  meet 
ngs.  His  labors,  with  the  little  band 
of  workers  there,  proved  much  to  th 
luragement  of  the  church,  and  the 
lding  of  favorable  sentiment  in 
the  community,  the  fruit  of  which, 
trust,  may  be  gathered  later.  Four 
■e  added  to  the  church  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism.  A  Sunday  school 
was  also  organized  with  Bro.  David 
Moothart  as  Superintendent.  Our 
quarterly  council  was  held  April  4. 
Eld.  John  Early  and  Bro.  Beaver  were 
with  us  and  gave  some  good  counsel. 
Three  were  added  by  letter.  We  elect- 
ed a  delegate,— the  writer,— to  An- 
nual Meeting;  also  appointed  our 
Communion  for  June  13,  commenc- 
ing at  3  o'clock.  Bro.  Beaver  is  ex- 
pected to  hold  some  meetings  with  the 
Brethren  near  Worthington,  Minn.,  in 
the  near  future.  Worthington  is  anoth- 
er point  in  this  congregation,  at  which 
Bro.  C.  S.  Hilary  is  located.  Prim- 
ghar has  no  resident  minister,  but  pre- 
sents a  fruitful  field.  We  are  greatly 
in  need  of  more  help.  There  are  calls 
unfilled  and  favorable  fields  unworked. 
Good  workers  are  wanted  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  church.— Jesse  E.  Rol- 
ston. 


Rookton,  Iowa— The  Iowa  River 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  to- 
day. A  good  deal  of  business  came 
up,  which  was  kindly  disposed  of,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all,  we  think.  We 
are  trying  to  work  for  the  Blessed 
Christ.  We  reorganized  our  Sunday 
school  last  Sunday  with  Bro.  A.  '"' 
Hausafus,  Superintendent.  Our  S 
day  school  has  been  evergreen  for  a 
good  many  years. — Nellie  Nicholson 
April  11. 
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church,  Wis.,  April  2,   1896,  sister  E 
Diermyer,   aged    23  years,  2  month: 
was  the  daughter  of  Bro. 
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Bible  Text  Book;  American  Tract  Society, 
New  York  and  Chicago,  Publishers.  This 
copy  is  sent  us  by  the  Chicago  Agency,  167  tc 
169  Wabash  Avenue.  Price,  32  cents.  It  is 
not  a  book  of  sermons,  nor  the  skeletons  of 
sermons,  but  a  book  full  of  texts.  It  is  for 
the  preacher  who  wants  to  preach  on  a  sub- 
ject and  does  not  call  to  mind  a  text  to  suit. 
If  one  wants  to  preach  on  the  "Judgment" 
turn  to  that  word  and  a  score  or  more  of  suit- 
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wing  husband  and  a  little  son    th™  *  *"" 
d.    Funeral  services  by  Eld.  S.H.  Bake?" 

Katie  J0Ycj 
GRIFFITH.— At  her    home, 
1,  March  23,   1896,  Margaret  Griffith1 
years,  7  months  and  20  days.    5     ' 
member  of  the  Free  Wi 
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church.     Funeral  sermon  by  the 

I  Cor.  .  5 :  19.  JosiAH  B.  Fergusok. 

ULLERY.— In  the  Poudre  Valley  ch 
Colo.,  March  28,  1896,  of  heart  disease  T 
Jacob  Ullery,  aged  66  years,  11  month's  2 
4  days.  He  was  born  near  Dayton  Ohio  j 
in  his  early  youth  came,  with  his'  parentst 
Goshen,   Ind.    Bro.    Ullery    was   twice  m'a, 

a'y  Sun,. 
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HEASTAND— LAYMAN.— In  the  Brethren 
church  at  Nappanee,  Ind.,  April   2,    1896 
7:30  P.  M.,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  El 
Heastand,  of  Elkhart,  and   sister  Sa'omf 
Layman,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.     I.  D.  Parke: 

BRUMBAUGH  —  LEESER.  —  March 
1896,  by  Eld.  Noah  Longanecker,  Bro.  And 
Brumbaugh,  of  New  Baltimore,  Ohio,  and 
ter  Sarah  A.  Leeser,  of  Louisville,  Ohio. 

C.  Y.  BrumbauGI 
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dead  which  die  in  the  Lord." 


LONG.— At  his  home  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
Marcri  7,  1896,  Bro.  John  J.  Long,  aged  51 
years,  1  month  and  9  days.  His  main  trouble 
was  rheumatism.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
only  members  living  in  or  near  the  city. 

M.  Kate  Long. 

HAMEL— In  the  Weeping  Water  church, 
Nebr.,  March  30,  1896,  sister  Barbara  Eliza- 
beth Hamel,  wife  of  Bro.  Martin  Hamel,  aged 
44  years,  2  months  and  17  days.  Sister  Hamel 
was  born  in  Germany.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Webber.  She  came  to  America  when 
eight  years  old.  She  leaves  a  sorrowing  hus- 
band and  nine  children.  Funeral  by  the 
writer.    Text,  Isa.  38:  1. 

Jesse  Y.  Heckler. 

LAUTZENHISER.-In  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  March  24,  r8o6,  Joseph  Lautzenhiser, 
aged  70  years,  11  months  and  13  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  April 
it,  1825.  Father  Lautzenhiser  came  to  Wa- 
bash County  about  fifty  years  ago  and  has 
always  lived  in  this  County  with  the  exception 
of  about  ten  years.  He  joined  the  Brethren 
lected  to  the  dea- 


:on's  office  in  1866. 
wo  sons.     Two  childr 
ipirit  world.     Funeral 
ind  the  writer. 


He  le: 


,vi.|,, 


preceded  him  to  the 
:vices  by  A.  L.Wright 
L.  H.  Eby. 
HENLINE.— In  the  Huntington  congrega- 
tion, Ind  ,  April  9,  1806,  Maggie  Blanche  Hen- 
line,  aged  2  years,  10  months  and  7  days.    Fu- 
neral conducted  by  the  writer. 

DORSEY  HODGDEN. 

ABERNATHY.  — At    Mapl, 


April  5,   , 
33  years,  5 

afflicted  s. 


Adii 


Spring, 


Abernathy,  aged 

nths  and  14  days.    She  has  been 

over  a  year.    One  disease  was 

1  inward  cancer.    For  a  long  time  she  could 

it  lie  down.     Funeral  by  brethren  Jonas  and 

iron  Fike.  Rachel  Weimrr. 

R°SS.-In  the  Middle  River  congregation, 

Ross,  aged   74    years,    5 

ro.  Ross  was  in  the 

was  paralyzed  and 

Funeral  by  Bro.  D 

C.  Flory  from  1  Cor.  15:  56-59. 

J.  F.  Miller. 


months  and  26  days, 
church  many  years, 
lived  but  a  few  houi 


To  them  were  born  four 
three  of  whom  preceded  him  to 
land.  Sister  Mary  died  Feb.  2,  1 
Ullery  was  married  the  second  tin 
Bartmass  Oct.  25,  i860.  To  this  u 
given  seven  children,  four  of  whom  precei" 
ed  him.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
rly  fifty  years.  A  few  weeks 
"nted.  He  leaves 
nd  four  children.  Funeral  by  the 
A.  C.  Snowberger. 
SNYDER.-In  the  New  Enterprise  church 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  March  24,  1896,  sister  Susan 
B.  Snyder,  wife  of  Bro.  John  Snyder,  deceased, 
aged  72  years,  1  month  and  I  day.  Funeral 
by  elders  D.  T.  Detwiler  and  C.  L.  Buck  from 
!"■  >2:  5-  H.  A.  Buck. 

FISHBACH.-At  her  home  in  Beatrice, 
Nebr.,  March  19,  1896,  of  consumption,  sister 
Mary  Ellen  Fishbach,  wife  of  friend  Henry 
Fishbach  ar.d  daughter  of  Bro.  Samuel  H. 
Wolf,  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  aged  35  years, 
11  months  and  7  days.  Sister  Fishbach's  re- 
brought   to   Franklin   Grove  lor 


The    fun 


held  here  and  the  disc 
Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff. 
and  five  little  children. 


urse  was  preached  by 
She  leaves  a  husband 
D.  B.  Sengkr. 

BICKEL.— In  the  Marion  church,  Iowa, 
April  3,  1806,  Christina  Bickel,  wife  of  Bro. 
George  Bickel,  aged  67  years,  9  months  and 
14  days.  Sister  Bickel  was  an  invalid  for 
five  years.  The  last  year  and  a  half  she  was 
confined  to  her  bed.  She  called  for  the  elders 
and  was  anointed.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church  about  thirty-six  years.  Fu- 
neral by  the  writer.  J.  L.  Thomas. 

CLEM.— At  Milford,  Ind.,  March  6,  1896, 
Elizabeth  Clem  (nee  Leslie),  aged  70  years, 
7  months  and  5  days.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  German  Baptist  church  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  Four  of  her  children  preceded 
her  to  the  spirit  land  and  four  remain.  One 
of  these  is  the  wife  of  Eld  A.  H.  Puterbaugh. 
Funeral  services  in  the  M.  E.  church  in  Mil- 
ford,  Ind.,  by  the  writer.  J.  C.  Murray. 

LEWIS.-At  Bolinger,  La.,  March  20,  1896, 
Ida  Lavina  Lewis,  oldest  daughter  of  Bro.  J. 
E.  Lewis  and  wife,  aged  3  years,  9  months  and 
20  days.  Bro.  Lewis  had  just  moved  here 
from  Roanoke,  La.,  a  few  days  ago.  March 
the  children  were  sitting  by  the  fire-place 
ere  Ida's  clothes  caught  fire.  She  was  so 
badly  burned  that  death  relieved  the  little 
sufferer.  M.  S.  Bolinger. 

LOSEE.— In  the  Turkey  Creek  church,  Ind., 
March  13,  1896,  Loydie  Losee,  little  son  of 
friend  and  sister  Losee,  aged  I  year  and  7 
days.    Funeral    in  the  Gravelton  church,  by 

e  undersigned.  J.  C.  Murray. 

VOGELSONG.-In  the  Lower  Cumberland 
church,  Pa.,  April  6,  1896,  sister  Fannie  Vogel- 
song,  wife  of  Bro.  Henry  Vogelsong,  de- 
ceased, aged  76  years,  7  months  and  5  days, 
husband's  death,  two  and  one-half  months 
was  so  great  a  shock  on  her  then  feeble 
body,  that  she  could  not  survive,  but  grad- 

lly  grew  weaker  until  she  mildly  sank  to 

rest.    Services  by  brethren  Daniel  Landis, 

:vi  S.  Mohler  and  the  writer  from  Job"  S; 
24-29.  Henry  Beelman. 

STRATTON.— At  her  home,  near  Adrian, 
Mo.,  Dec.  20,  1895,  sister  Elizabeth  C.  Strat- 
aged  41  years,  9  months  and  23  W' 
a-as  born  March  7,  1854.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church  for  thirteen  years.  ■>» 
leaves  a  husband  and  two  sons.  Funeral  by 
Bro,  G.  W.  Lentz.  Cora  May  len» 


April  25. 


xbcih  oosPBL  MiHssiEnsra-iEiiK,,. 


.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ** 

~~    DISTRICT  HEETINGS. 

a  qnuthern  District  of  Pennsylvania, In  tin 

"  ',■,-,■, -k  church,  heh'jinres  .-..111111:;  Iimm 
',  .,  Wj|l  lfnvi'  lliirrisl.iii  -j.  ■-•■■  I  he  .'Till,  il 
„  \  M  Bv  so.'Ciul  iiri-niiu-niriit  tniin 
,',,,,  ai  TlHHiiji-"iit'JWii.  win -re  I'luivi'vinu'i 
:  De  to  place  0/ meeting. 
■o    District  Meeting   of  Northern  lllinoi 

-■  \viM-..i.-lii,      in      ihr     Waddain^       i.rr.v, 

,.     HI     commencing  (it  8   A.  M.    Eldei 
jting  at "l  P.  M.  the  day 

1  District  of  Pennsyl- 
Delegutes  and  oth- 

..Vlifl'tillK     t.l    Htt.'llll,    Will     L-lltlllK*'    cmxit 

;,    ,,!!u'..    for    Kniii-rnelrl.     I'n..    wli.-re    tlmv 

!','„,     t    nlKl    CullVeyi'd    t.O   plilCe  t.l    llU't'tms; 

notifj  mg  .laspt-r  Bnrntnouse. 
mi  at  0  A.  M.,  District  Mei-tine  of  Sontheast- 
Im^u'Ll'I  "f  KiniMiiH,  in  ill"  IVilar  irt'i.'k 
...  -j.  Mi  Ida,  K 11  lis.  Ministerial  Meeting 
"  [,.'  \>reviou«.  Those  L'onnni;  l»v  railroad 
,1  V'niii"  Hi*'  'l;l>  i'l'foi'e.    Trains  till  connect 

»  pistrict  Meeting  of  Middle  Pennsylvania 

'tin'  .-vughwick  church. 

Pennsyl 


"at  Markieysburg. 


1  Spring  Creek  m< 


n^l... 


MlSS 


1110  il  and  7,  at  10  A.  M.,  Grundy  Conn 

me  12,  at4  P.  M.,  Mt.  Pleasant  church! 

low  River  District,  Ind. 
me  12,  at  3  P.  M.,  Blue  River  church,  I 
me  13,  at  lu:;m  A.  M.,  Mlsslsslnowa  chi 
ware  Co.,  lu.i.,  at    Union  Grove  eu 
three  miles  wvst  of  Shideler. 

.  M„  Greon  Spring  E 


necoCo..  Ohic 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  hetter  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


,  Sterling  chun 

M„  Harlan  chui 
IhelhyCo.,  Iowa 


1,  Ark.    [See  G. 
1  Saginaw  church, 


>  IJl-erk  church,  1  "  1 :  •-  L"  t 


I.,  District  of 
— k church, C 

0  the  day  before  a 
,,  Middle  I 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


iickory  Grove, 

t  Valley  c 
'1  K 

Phiiadeiphii 
.  M.,No 

.  M..    K11 
t  of  Lyo 

'and  H,at 1  P.  M.,t'hi<iues  ehurc. 
r  uo.,  Pa.,  tit  t'hunifs  Hill  house. 

6,  at  *1  P.  M.,  Everett,  Bedford  Co., 
re,  at  4  P.  M.,  Woodbury  churc 


M.,  Oakland  church,    Darke  Co., 


'.  M.,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nehr. 

.  M-,  Monitor  church,  Kans. 

',  at  2  P.  M.,  Napurville  church,  111. 


ago  church,  Pa.,  o 

rb,Ill. 

tirle  church, Ind. 


,tl0  A  M.,PlpeCre> 
aid  18,  at  4  P.  M., 
ell,  Story  Co.,  Iowa 


The  Gospel  Messenger.—  A  large,  religioui 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Hrcth 
reti  or  German  Baptist  cfiurch  and  their  onlj 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pei 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  v 

ly  for  the  young.     This  is  one  of  the  mos 
teresting  Sunday  school   papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum I    50 


QUICK  CORN  CURB,  theohamplo 


discovered— a  b 
ferwith  Corns,    Sent  I 

UplltH  In  stamps, 
r  Com,   Or.ouro. 


ju  have?  The  tl r h t  application  stops 
vo  or  threo  applications  remove  the 
oof  the  greatest  remedies  of  Its  kind 


lelpl 


Corn  Cure  and  a  25-cont 
bottle  of  DUBUKl.'H  K1UUT  JUICE  PILLS  for 
the  Liver  and  Bowels,  the  best  little  Pill  to  cure 
Constipation.  Agents  wanted  In  every  locality, 
Llvo  agents  can  make  from  Jil.00  to  *6.00  per  day. 
Write  quick  for  territory  oud  terms.  Address, 
S,  E,  DUBUEL  A  CU„  Proprietors, 


me  20,  at  Hudst 
me  20,  Coon  Ri\ 

andot  Co.,  Oh 


A,  Rogue 


OA.  M„  Wynnd 
Weeping 


shnrob,  Wy- 
urch,  Nebr. 


Hickory  Grove,  Carroll 

Prairie  church,  Plymouth 

ir  district,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind. 

r  Valley,  Oregon. 

ummlt  church,  Madison  Co., 


I,  Maple  Grove^hurc 

tor  Milford  Ju 

.lie  26,  at  2:  30  P.  M.,  Swet 
Kinney  Co..  N.  Dak. 


it  5< 


May  20,  at  4  P.  M.,  South  Beatrice  church,  Gage 

May  21,  at  10  A.  M.,  Okaw  church,  111. 

May  21,  Honey  Creek  church,  Nodaway  Co.,  Mo. 

May  21.  at  5  P.  M.,  Salimonie  church,  Huntington 


and  28, at 4  P.  M„  Spring  Run,  Pa 
,  Bear  Creek  church,  Md 
,ut4  P.  M„  Fairview  church.  Pa. 
,  at  10  A.  M„  Bethel  con^rogailon 


,  Tulpehocken  congregation. 


In  Pleasant  Hill,  Jefferson  Co. 
'.  M  ,Pleasaui 


.Bethel  cliviivh,Tkiiyt;rl'o.,Neur. 


sister  Kendalls's 
Ohio. 
Creek,  Dallas  Co, 

P.  M„  Franklin  Grove,  111. 


•  ADVERTISEMENTS 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  In 

ic-Dth  (4  times) 

months  (13  times) 

>nths  (a6  times), 

sar  (52  times) 

-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inset 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

I  have  60,000  acres  of  choice  agricultural  lands 
lille  Lacs  and  Morrison  counties,  Minnesot 
Hhr.tn.rv  to  Mllaca  Station  on  the  Great  North- 


from  Minneapolis  and  hki  miles  from  Dulu 
West  Superior. 

These  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  tlnibt 
some  or  which  Is  covered  with  a  splendid  j 
„i  white  and  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  popll 
Large  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the 

These  lands  I  offer  at  prices  from  £U*>  to  J 


cioliy  adapted  1 


irleyandall  kinds  01  ^miii 
corn,  vegetables  and  potatoes  in  great  abundance 
and  of  best  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  oi 
the  close  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Du- 
loth  and  West  Superior,  are  the  very  best,  the 
rate  ror  shipping  of  grain  being  only  1%  to  «  cewtf 
per  hundred.    The  lands  are  well  watered  with 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  ic»  cents;  special 
3  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 

mced   classes.     It   contains  the  lesson   text, 

id    a  complete     explanation    of    the    lesson 

throughout.     In    preparing    this  quarterly  we 

keep    constantly    in   view    the    needs    of  the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Singles 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best   illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  please  all. 


trial   order  and  he  t 


. . ■  i  ■  .  1  ■-"    ■"<    :■','. :,\.' 


-  building 


purposes,  fence: 
prairie  wind  or 

Free  fare  for  1 


nformatlon  apply 


.  Paal,  Minn.,  or, 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
504  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Exoluslve  Brethren  Agent. 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


The  MostCompIe 

km'crhmeby  co..  pebp.  ind. 


000  "The  Gem,"  611  Beautiful  Cards,  fiO  De- 
826!^  Laud'scape  nnd  Birds,  hIv,.-  llxWA,  .  .  .20oents. 
Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  anv 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Minute  Books,  each,' ' « 

Class  Books,  per  dozen -  ■  .      "> 

Union  Primers,  with  tine  engravings,  per  doi-     ^ 

Leai  Cluster,  pictorial  ohart  of  eaoh  lesson,  ^  ^ 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  anc 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  Qf 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 
Addr««. 

Brethren's  Pumlishino  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 

IPM    oT4M1<  FARMERS  raise 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Balti 

M1 


Van*   Poultry    (.; "ml  Krul ts,  *P<- 

^few?Graln,  Furs,  Hides,  Dried  Fi 


and  Fruits,  Special' 


Cattle  With  Horns 

ARE  DANGEROUS, 
Hard  to  take  care  of,  and  out  ol  date.    Your  calves  will 
?row  up    without  horns  II  you  use  BKAYTON'S  CER- 
TAIN HORN  PREVENTER,  a  chemical  compound  to 


It 


Without  It.    Price 
receipt  ol  price.    Agents  wanted  evcrj 
A.  W.  Bkayton.  Mfg.  Clicm 


/'rice  IB  AgcnU  Ke<it,ctd. 


Mt.  I 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


FARM  FOR  SALE 


further  Information  11 


Of   160  Acres,  lo- 


472 


^ca:3H  gosjpiexj  id:BBSEasr3-SH.. 


April 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


t « ANNOUNCEMENTS  * 


2*'% 


If  You    Are  (ionic   to    North    Dakota    this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

if  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 


Brethren's 


Plain  Clothing  ji 


Left  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  for  the 
North  Dakota  Colonies  March  26, 
and  numbered  1,036  souls.  An- 
other excursion  left  April  8,  and 
additional  excursion  parties  will 
leave  from  time  to  time  di—ing 
1896.  The  Brethren  are  set- 
tling along  the  Great  Northern 
Railway    in  an    encouraging 

manner  and  the  members  are  anx- 
ious that  those  seeking  new  homes 
should  join  the  churches  and  colo- 
nies already  established. 

8©~For  printed  matter  and  personal 
information,  address  or  apply  to  the 
undersigned,  who  organized  the  move- 
ment of  Brethren  to  North  Dakota, 
and  is  prepared  to  help  others  in  find- 
ing locations  in  the  best  agricultural 
sections  of  that  State. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

Dr.  A.  W.  Vaniman, 
OCULIST   AND    AURIST, 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post  I 


drm,  W.  A.  D.ckb-    6..5°S..™TO  ">.d  .'' 


A  chair  car  will  be  run  from  Mount  Morris 

rect    to    the    Annual    Meeting    at    Ottawa, 

ans.,  so  as  to  accommodate  all  the  Brethren 

going   from   Northern   Illinois.    The  car  will 

at  s  P.  M„  May  22,  and 

be  attached  to  the  south-bound  train  on 

the  Illinois  Cental,  at  Forreston,  leaving  there 

6    P.   M.     Brethren  wishing  to  enjoy  this 

J   in  a  special  chair  car 

lirect  to  the  place  of  Meeting,  without  change, 

fill    concentrate    at    Mt.    Morris,    Forreston! 

'olo,  Dixon  and    Mendota.    Those  at  Lena 

nd  Freeport  may  board  the  regular  train  and 

join  the  excursion  at  Forreston.    For  further 

particulars  address  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass 

Agt„  Ch 


FOR  SALE !  L^i500  bushels  of 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER, 


famous  E 
lodged  to  be  the  greate 


remedy    for     CI 


IS^Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


and  Rh 

for  only  $1.00. 
nothing  and 


will  b 

afflicted  people, 
agents.  Special 
Messenger  on  appllcati 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland," Ohio, 

BoleAgeot  for  the  United  States. 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL"-Phil.  i :  i7. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  May  2,  1896. 


No.  18. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

FoWlihfld  Weekly,  at  $1.60  per  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morri 
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^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^- 

The  following,  dated  at  Winnipeg,  Manitoba, 
April  17,  is  clipped  from  the  Chicago  Times:  "The 
town  of  Qu'appellee,  near  Winnipeg,  is  much  ex- 
cited over  a  remarkable  incident,  more  so  because 
all  the  persons  connected  therewith  are  quite  prom- 
inent. An  infidel  at  Qu'appelle  was  dying,  and  two 
well-known  men  of  that  place  were  sitting  at  his 
bedside.  Suddenly  those  in  the  adjoining  room 
heard  a  loud  cry,  and,  rushing  into  the  sickroom, 
found  the  two  watchers  insensible  and  the  patient 
dead.  The  men  have  never  since  been  able  to 
speak  of  what  they  saw  and  cannot  refer  to  the 
matter.  One  of  them  is  not  expected  to  live.  It 
is  believed  that  they  saw  the  evil  one."  It  may  be 
thought  strange  that  the  devil  should  visit  one  of 
his  servants.  Well,  why  not?  It  is  no  more 
strange  that  the  devil  should  be  seen  than  that  the 
angels  should  become  visible. 

Can  the  devil  sing  in  your  church?  is  the  question 
put  by  the  Minneapolis  Gazette,  to  the  Christian 
people  of  this  country.  It  continues:  "It  is  time 
to  consider  that  city  churches  are  in  great  danger 
of  degenerating  into  mere  entertainments.  The 
church  that  has  the  finest  operatic  singing  draws 
the  crowd,  and  oftentimes  the  poor  preacher  is  en- 
tirely over-shadowed  by  the  so-called  sacred  (?) 
singing  of  a  highly-paid  choir,  whose  membership 
has  not  enough  religion  to  take  one  small  step  on 
the  road  to  heaven.  If  the  devil  was  a  fine  singer 
and  could  keep  his  identity  in  the  background, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  what  he  could  secure  a  po- 
sition in  some  of  these  churches  which  cater  to  the 
whims  of  the  people  who  go  to  the  church  to  be 
entertained.  Why  should  the  preacher  be  required 
to  be  a  Christian  when  the  same  church  will  hire 
singers  regardless  of  their  moral  qualities?  Why 
should  the  membership  of  a  church  be  required  to 
be  Christians  when  four  to  eight  ungodly  singers 
are   hired   to   conduct   a  prominent  part  of  each 


service?  Ten  Boston  churches  last  year  paid  S19,- 
000  for  music  and  gave  S6,ooo  for  missions."  A 
church  that  pays  more  for  ungodly  singers  than  for 
the  conversion  of  the  heathen  is  certainly  giving 
the  largest  half  of  its  strength  to  the  devil. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman,  of  this  place,  a  few  days  ago, 
showed  us  a  box  of  about  three  hundred  Sunday 
school  cards,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years 
old.  They  formerly  belonged  to  his  great  grand- 
father Pfoutz,  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.  They  were  in  a 
neat  leather-covered  box,  made  especially  for 
them.  These  were  the  cards  used  by  our  ancient 
Brethren  in  their  Sunday  schools  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  On  each  card  is  one  verse  of  Scrip- 
ture, followed  by  one  verse  of  a  hymn,  all  printed 
in  the  German  language.  They  are  presumed  to 
have  been  printed  by  Bro.  Christopher  Sower,  the 
elder  of  the  Germantown  church,  and  show  that 
Sunday  schools  are  no  new  thing  among  our  peo- 
ple. 

Bread  has  long  been  regarded  as  the  staff  of  life, 
but  in  these  days  of  the  best  machinery  we  may  be 
excused  for  calling  into  question  much  of  the 
bread  found  on  our  tables.  A  grain  of  wheat  is 
said  to  contain  about  fifteen  elements,  or  nearly  all 
the   elements    found    in    the  human  body.     When 

bolter,  oniy  about  three  of  the  elements  are  re- 
tained in  the  white  flour  which  is  made  into  bread  for 
our  daily  use.  The  other  twelve  elements  arc  fed  to 
the  animals.  Not  a  tew  journals  are  now  main- 
taining that  the  only  way  to  obtain  real  healthy 
bread  is  to  use  the  flour,  finely  ground,  made  from 
the  whole  grain,  and  in  this  way  bread  will  become 
the  actual  staff  of  life,  containing  the  elements 
that  go  to  build  up  the  whole  human  system.  The 
Brethren  have  long  applied  the  same  theory  to  the 
Gospel,  holding  that  in  the  Gospel  may  be  found 
all  the  elements  needed  to  develop  the  highest 
type  of  Christian  men  and  women.  The  tendency 
of  modern  Christianity  is  to  bolt  out  most  of  the 
Gospel  elements  and  undertake  to  sustain  spiritual 
life  on  the  few  elements  left.  For  that  reason  the 
religious  world  is  full  of  spiritual  d>spe"psia.  The 
masses  in  the  churches  should  return  to  the  whole, 
unadullerated  Gospel  of  the  apostolic  age. 

From  the  Official  Bulletin  we  gather  that  the 
minimum  of  private  and  public  debt  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1890,  was  820,227,170,546.  Of 
this  sum  86,200,000.000  represented  the  debt  of 
railroad  companies,  street  railways,  telegraph  com- 
panies, water-works,  electric  and  gas  companies, 
etc.  over  ninety-one  per  cent  of  this  being  the  debt 
of  railroads  alone.  The  debt  of  individuals  and 
private  corporations  reached  a  total  of  812,000,000, 
000.  The  public  debt,  national,  state,  county,  mun 
icipal  and  school,  less  sinking  funds,  is  82,027,170,- 
546.  Of  this  last  sum  real  estate  mortgages 
amounted  to  86,019.679,985.  Of  the  debt  on  real 
estate,  over  fifty-eight  per  cent  was  made  by  pur- 
chase of  real  estate.  The  total  wealth  of  the  coun- 
try over  against  the  debt  was  S65, 000,000,000.  The 
total  debt  per  average  family  was  Si, 594-  Enor- 
mous as  is  this  debt,  it  would  soon  be  wiped  out  if 
the  people  would  cease  spending  money  for  in- 
toxicants, tobacco,  aostthe  ever-varying  fashions  of 
the  world.  But  this  is  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  great  debt  that  sin  brought  upon  the  world. 
While  this  debt  ^yas  cancelled  by  the  death  of 
Christ,  still  millions  are  not  availing  themselves  of 
its  benefits,  and  the  debt  per  capita  in  this  respect 
equals  more  than  the  value  of  the  world.  What 
will  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul? 


We  are  now  informed  that  the  true  location  of 
the  Garden  of  Eden  is  in  the  interior  of  Africa, 
ewhere  near  the  head  of  the  river  Nile.  We 
are  also  told  that  the  conditions  favor  this  far- 
away and  obscure  location.  A  score  or  more  other 
sections  of  the  world  are  claimed  as  the  spot  where 
the  first  man  and  the  first  woman  spent  the  early 
days  of  their  married  life  in  the  morning  of  the 
world.  But,  after  all,  no  one  knows  just  where  the 
garden  was  located,  but  those  who  live  right  may 
s  an  Eden  of  their  own  if  they  will  take  up 
their  abode  with  the  children  of  God,  let  Jesus  be 
their  constant  companion,  and  exclude  the  devil, 
the  old  serpent,  from  their  hearts.  There  is  no 
Eden  on  earth  so  glorious  as  a  heavenly  place  in 
Christ  Jesus,  while  pilgrimaging  in  this  world. 


The  outlook  for  the  Armenians  and  other  Chris-       0°  5 
tians  in  the  Turkish  Empire  is  far  from  encourag-       Q  % 
ing.     It  is  quite  generally  believed  that  the  Sultan,       %Z< 
backed  by  Russia,  is  planning  to  drive  all  the  mis-       u  -"' 
sionaries   out   of  his   dominion.     He   has    already 
commenced  proceeding  against  some  of  the  earnest 
missionaries  from  America,  and  it  is  thought  may 
find  some  pretext  for  removing  all  of  them  and  clos- 
ing up  their  schools.     This  report,  thoughi  nj^^gt 
mentTn  missionary  circles.     Whether  the  leading 
nation  of  Europe  will  permit  a  thing  of  the  kind, 
without  earnestly  protesting  against  it,  remains  to 
be  seen,     tt  'S  also  a  question   wh»th»r  the  United 
States  is   going  to  permit  her  missionaries  to  be 
driven  from  the  country  and  their  property  virtual- 
ly destroyed.     No  greater  calamity  could   happen 
to  the  Turkish  Empire  than  to  have  the  Christian 
missionaries  driven  out. 


Bordering  on  the  western  coast  of  South  Amer- 
ica is  the  little  Republic  of  Ecuador,  about  800 
miles  long  and  300  miles  wide.  It  is  the  one  coun- 
try where  the  Roman  Catholics  are  permitted  to 
run  everything  to  their  own  sweet  notion,  and  a 
glance  at  it  will  show  about  what  kind  of  a  world 
we  would  have  could  the  Pope  only  rule  the  earth 
at  his  pleasure.  All  the  leading  officers  must  be 
members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  all  laws  are 
made  in  the  interest  of  the  Catholic  religion.  Only 
Catholics  can  vote,  and  all  the  schools  are  taught 
by  priests  and  nuns,  and  the  children  learn  more 
about  the  saints  than  about  their  country.  There  is 
said  to  be  no  reliable  map  of  the  country,  and  the 
people  know  very  little  of  this  world,  save  what 
they  chance  to  learn  concerning  their  little  repub- 
lic. There  are  no  railroad  nor  telegraph  lines  that 
can  be  depended  upon.  No  books  or  printed  mat- 
ter of  any  kind  can  be  brought  into  the  country 
without  the  consent  of  the  priests.  For  news  the 
public  depends  more  upon  peddlers  than  upon  the 
mails.  More  than  one  fourth  of  all  the  property  is 
owned  by  the  bishops.  None  but  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion is  tolerated.  There  is  a  church  for  every 
two  hundred  persons.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  whole 
population  is  composed  of  priests  and  nuns,  and 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  births  are  illegitimate.  It  is 
the  home  for  carnality  under  the  cloak  of  religion. 
The  priests  are  well  fed  but  the  masses  are  sunk  in 
ignorance  and  bear  the  heavy  burdens  of  life. 
Merchandise  is  carried  on  the  backs  of  men,  wom- 
en, mules  and  horses,  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other.  Everything,  save  sensual  enjoyment, 
is  two  hundred  years  behind  the  times.  This  is  the 
result  where  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  is  ac- 
knowledged by  priest,  nun,  and  the  masses.  The 
less  the  world  has  of  such  the  better. 


rrsrs  qosphl  MisssiEniTa-iEjiR.. 
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■BSSAY& 

how  thyaell  approved  unto  God.  a  workman  that  ncedeth  1 
ashamed,  rightly  dlvidlnB  the  Word  ol  Troth." 

'■  PERFECT  LOVE."-l  John  4:  18,  19. 


BY  GERTRUDE  A.  FLORY. 

Dear  Love,  1  love  thee  so! 

Thy  love  to  me 

Flows  back  to  thee 
In  love  that  only  Love  doth  kno 
B  thee  so! 


As  mingled  streams  togethe 
Dear  Love,  I  love  thee  so! 


Dear  Love,  I  lov 
Thy  heart  is 
And  mine  is 

No  debt  but  pun 


rthe 


Dear  Love,  I  lov. 

Thy  glories  bright 

Make  darkness  light 
And  o'er  my  pathway  sunb 
Dear  Love,  I  love  thee  so! 

Thy  mercies  shine 

In  grace  divine, 
In  which  my  soul  doth  live 
Dear  Love,  I  love  thee  so! 

No  other  love 

Like  thine,  fair  duve, 
Duth  perfect  peace  and  blij 
Dear  Love,  I  love  thee  so! 

Let  me  abide, 

O,  Crucified, 
In  thee,  while  years  shall  ci 


insatiable 
life  from  1 


BY  H.  C.  EARLY, 
knowledge  lo   inbred,    depp-searrrl. 

:  desire  to  find  out,  to  know,  marks 
idle  to  the  grave,  at  every  stage  of 
development  and  under  every  existing  condition  of 
environment.  The  child  beats  the  watch  to  atoms 
to  find  what  makes  the  noise  on  the  inside.  The 
boy  asks  his  father  a  hundred  questions  a  day 
about  things  he  desires  to  understand,  the  scientist 
studies  the  heavens  above  and  the  earth  beneath  to 
get  knowledge,  and  the  Christian  bends  over  his 
Bible  day  after  day  in  the  sweet  experience  of  be- 
coming better  acquainted  with  his  God.  The  most 
persevering  labor,  with  large  sums  of  money,  is 
spent  annually  to  find  out  what  we  do  not  know. 

Unlike  many  other  passions  of  the  soul,  the  de- 
sire to  know  is  not  the  result  of  the  fall.  Before 
the  fall,  before  sin  was  conceived,  Eve  desired 
larger  knowledge.  "  That  in  the  day  ye  eat  there- 
of, then  your  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  ye  shall  be 
as  gods,  knowing  good  and  evil,"  was  the  argument 
that  took  her.  The  desire  to  know,  therefore,  is 
not  a  corrupt  passion,  but  God-given  in  the  crea- 
tion, ennobling,  uplifting.  It  ought  therefore  to  be 
sacredly  nurtured  and  kept  in  proper  lines. 

But  knowledge  alone  "  puffs  up,"  destroys.  "  If 
any  man  think  that  he  knoweth  anything,  he  know- 
eth nothing  yet  as  he  ought  to  know."  Let  men 
become  fools  to  get  sense.  1  Cor.  3:18.  "  Knowl- 
edge puffeth  up,  but  charity  edifieth."  That  is  to 
say,  unsanctified  knowledge,  "  worldly,"  "  fleshly," 
makes  men  real  fools,  but  "  charity,"  the  develop- 
ment of  the  moral  side  of  our  nature,  the  seat  of 
charity,  "  edifies,"  profits,  and  benefits  all.  This  is 
so  clear,  being  exemplified  in  so  many  cases,  that 
all  can  see  it,  and  many  have  seen  it  to  their  sor- 
row in  the  destruction  of  their  children. 

This  ought  to  impress  upon  us  the  importance  of 
a  correlated  education  of  the  different  branches  of 
our  being,— body,  mind  and  heart.  In  most  of  the 
universities  and  colleges  of  our  country  there  is  lit- 
tle attention  paid  to  the  heart.  The  intellect  is  de- 
veloped and  whetted  and  the  moral  and  physical 
neglected.  The  Christian  father  furnishes  the  mon- 
ey to  run  the  schools,  and,  with  good  intentions, 
sends  his  boys  to  fill  up  the  class-rooms,  and,  after 


it  is  all  over,  the  boys  return  skeptics,  rationalists, 
or  infidels.  Is  it  any  wonder?  What  a  sad  mis- 
take! And  it  is  just  a  little  while  till  the  boy  must 
take  his  father's  place  in  the  world.  Give  the 
world  a  few  generations  after  this  order,  and  what 
will  the  end  be? 

Now,  since  so  many  young  people  are  taking  col- 
lege work,  the  only  safe  thing,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to 
put  the  Bible  in.  Let  these  institutions  be  sancti- 
fied by  Bible  influence  and  power.  The  Bible  ad- 
dresses its  message  to  the  different  branches  of  our 
being,  though  chiefly  to  the  heart,  and  is  the  foun- 
tain of  the  "  most  excellent  knowledge,"  and  is  the 
source  of  our  national  life  and  prosperity,  and  why 
should  it  not  be  carried  into  all  our  work? 

Meycrhoeffers  Store,  Va. 


THE  CHRISTIAN  ARMOR. 


BY  MATTIE  A.  LEAR. 

In  Three  Parts Part  Three. 

"  Put  on  the  whole  armour  of  God.  that  ye  may  be  able  to 
stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil.  For  we  wrestle  not 
against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  principalities,  against 
powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world, 
against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.  Wherefore  take 
unto  you  the  whole  armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able 
to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand. 
Stand,  therefore,  having  your  loins  girt  about  with  truth,  and 
having  on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness;  and  your  feet 
shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace;  above  all, 
taking  the  shield  of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to 
quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  And  take  the  hel- 
met of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God."— Eph.  6:  11-17. 

The  shield  was  a  piece  of  defensive  armor,  borne 
on  the  left  arm,  and  held  before  the  assailant  to 
ward  off  the  stiokes  of  warlike  missiles.  It  was 
made  of  wood,  and  covered  with  tough  hides,  brass, 

the  Christian  warrior?  Faith  is  the  chief  defense. 
All  other  protection  would  be  nothing  without 
this. 

We  are  told  that  "without  faith  it  is  impossible 
to  please  God;  for  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  be- 
lieve that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him."  Heb.  11;  6.  Again  it  is 
said,  "The  just  shall  live  by  faith."  Heb.  2:  4. 
Again,  faith  is  defined  as,  "The  substance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen."  Heb. 
II:  I. 

Faith  is  the  essential  principle  of  all  other  Chris- 
tian virtues.  In  the  performance  of  any  sacred  du- 
ty, faith  alone  gives  it  efficacy.  Without  faith,  our 
works  would  not  only  be  barren  of  any  good  to  the 
soul,  but  they  would  be  sinful,  for  whatever  is  not 
of  faith  is  Jin. 

Faith  is  the  strong  bond  of  union  between  Christ 
and  his  saints.  It  is  this  that  gives  the  Christed 
soul  the  defense  of  the  all-powerful,  the  all-con- 
quering. Oh,  what  a  defense/  No  fiery  dart  can 
penetrate  it!  When  tried  and  assailed  by  the  hosts 
of  darkness,  we  need  only  "  consider  him  that  en- 
dured such  contradiction  of  sinners  against  him- 
self." We  need  only  invoke  his  aid,  and  place  our- 
selves under  his  protection,  and  no  missile  of  Sa- 
tan can  reach  us.  "  All  things  are  possible  to  him 
that  believeth." 

In  ancient  warfare  the  loss  of  the  shield  in  fight 
was  considered  a  great  disgrace.  These  sentiments 
not  only  prevailed  among  the  Jews,  but  also 
among  most  other  ancient  nations,  who  considered 
it  infamous  to  cast  away  or  lose  their  shield.  With 
the  Greeks  it  was  a  capital  crime  and  punished 
with  death.  The  Spartan  mother,  in  order  to  ex- 
cite the  courage  of  her  sons,  used  to  deliver  to 
them  their  father's  shields  with  these  words,  "  This 
shield  thy  father  always  preserved;  do  thou  pre- 
serve it  also,  or  perish."  The  apostle  exhorts  the 
Christian  warrior,  saying,  "  Cast  not  away  there- 
fore your  confidence,  which  hath  great  recompense 
of  reward."     Heb.  10:  35. 

If  the  loss  of  the  shield  was  so  deprecated  by  the 
carnal  soldier,  how  much  more  to  be  deplored  is 
the  loss  of  the  shield  of  faith  by  the  soldier  of  the 
cross?  What  weakness,  what  pusillanimity,  what 
half-heartedness,   does  the  casting  away   of   this 


piece  of  armor  betray!  Who  can  have  such 
strong  ground  for  confidence  as  the  Christian? 
Defeat  is  impossible  under  the  banner  of  Jesus! 

The  helmet  was  a  covering  of  metal  or  leather 
to  protect  the  head  in  warfare.  These  helmets 
were  sometimes  provided  with  bars  and  flaps,  t0 
cover  the  face  in  action.  By  the  term  "helmet  of 
salvation,"  we  are  to  understand  a  means  of  de- 
fense or  protection  for  the  intellectual  faculties. 

In  another  place  Paul  tells  us  that  "the  weapons 
of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through 
God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds,  casting 
down  imaginations  and  every  high  thing  that  ex- 
alteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Christ."     2  Cor.  10:  4,  5. 

In  Prov.  12:  5  we  are  told  that  the  "thoughts  of 
the  righteous  are  right;  but  the  counsels  of  the 
wicked  are  deceit."  David  tells  us  that  the  Lord 
knoweth  the  thoughts  of  man  that  they  are  vanity." 
In  Psalms  119:  113,  he  says,  "  I  hate  vain  thoughts: 
but  thy  law  do  I  love." 

From  the  above  Scriptures  we  learn  how  different 
are  the  workings  of  the  minds  of  those  who  are  in  a 
state  of  nature,  and  those  whose  minds  have  been 
brought  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace.  And 
have  we  not  observed  this  difference?  How  shal- 
low, how  unprofitable  is  most  of  the  conversation 
of  the  worldling,  while  the  well-spring  of  wisdom 
is  as  a  flowing  brook.     Prov.  18:  4. 

"  And  the  sword  of  the  Spirit."  This  is  the  only 
defensive  weapon  belonging  to  the  Christian  arma- 
ment. We  need  have  no  doubt  as  to  what  the 
apostle  means  by  this,  for  he  tells  us,  "  It  is  the 
Word  of  God."  As  no  other  weapon  is  provided 
with  which  to  assail  our  foes,  so  no  other  is  re- 
quired, for  this  one  is  "  quick  and  powerful,  and 
sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to 
the  dividing  asunrW  =c  *uul  and  spirit,  and  of  the 
joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart."  Heb.  4:  12. 
Again  and  again  are  we  commanded  to  be  skillful 
in  handling  this  all-powerful  weapon.  Paul,  in  ijs 
letter  to  Titus  1:  9,  exhorts  the  bishop,  and  this 
advice,  no  doubt,  is  applicable  to  all,  "  to  hold  fast 
the  faithful  Word  as  he  hath  been  taught,  that  he 
may  be  able,  by  sound  doctrine,  both  to  exhort  and 
to  convince  the  gainsayers."  In  2  Tim.  I:  13,  Paul 
commands  Timothy  to  "  hold  fast  the  form  of 
sound  words,  which  thou  hast  heard  of  me,  in  faith 
and  love  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus."  And  he  gives 
warning  that  the  "  time  will  come  when  they  will 
not  endure  sound  doctrine."  Again  the  apostle 
vindicates  himself  in  his  holy  calling,  saying,  "We 
have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty, 
not  walking  in  craftiness,  nor  handling  the  Word  of 
God  deceitfully,  but  by  manifestation  of  the  truth 
commending  ourselves  to  every  man's  conscience 
in  the  sight  of  God."  Peter  commands,  saying, 
"Sanctify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts;  and  be 
ready  always  to  give  an  answer  to  every  man  that 
asketh  you  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  you  with 
meekness  and  fear."  1  Pet.  3:  15.  Jesus  says, 
"  Search  the  Scriptures;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye 
have  eternal  life;  and  they  are  they  which  testify 
of  me."    John  5:  39. 

Sellers,  III. 


•SOUL"  AND  "SPIRIT." 


BY  0.  PERRY  HOOVER. 


These  two  words  are  made  to  do  service  for  a 
multitude  of  psychological  notions.  Into  them  we 
pack  all  that  is  mysterious  concerning  immortality 
and  the  source  of  thought  activity.  The  religious 
teacher  uses  these  words  with  the  greatest  freedom, 
but  ask  him  to  define  them,  and  often  he  can  give  on- 
ly a  confused  definition.  This  confusion  has  crept 
into  all  our  religious  literature.  Frequently  hymn 
writers  have  used  these  words  more  for  the  purpose 
of  rhyme,  than  to  convey  any  definite  notion,  and 
sometimes  the  preacher  uses  them  to  display  his 
learning,  but  in  reality  his  ignorance.  Who  of  us  is 
guilty? 

What,  then,  is  a  soul?  What  is  ■  =nirit?  Are 
they  the  same  thing? 
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We  turn,  first,  to  the  dictionaries.  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnson  defines  soul  as  "  the  immaterial  and  im- 
mortal spirit  of  man."  Stormouth  makes  "soul" 
and  "  spirit  "  synonymous.  Webster  says  the  soul 
is  the  "  spiritual,  rational,  and  immortal  part  of 
man."  The  "Century"  makes  "life,"  "mind," 
"soul"  and  "spirit"  synonymous.  The  ."  Stan- 
dard "  defines  more  closely,  "An  intelligent  being 
not  connected  with  a  material  body"  is  a  spirit.  I 
have  not  quoted  the  fine  psychological  distinctions 
of  the  dictionaries  in  which  they  abound. 

We  might  turn,  secondly,  to  philosophy,  but  it 
would  be  dull  to  quote  the  various  phases  of 
Greek  philosophy  which  have  prevailed  since  Plato. 
Christian  philosophers  have  followed  him  rather 
than  the  Scriptures.  Platonism  is  psychic.  Chris- 
tianity is  spiritual.  Paul  says,  "  The  psychical 
man  (psuchikos)  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
spirit,  .  .  •  because  they  are  spiritually  (pneu- 
malikos)  discerned."     1  Cor.  2:  14. 

Let  us,  then,  turn  to  the  Scriptures.  There  are 
four  words  we  need  to  study, — two  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament. Nephesh,  "  soul,"  and  ruach, 
in  the  New  Testament,  psyche  "  soul 
"  spirit."  Nephesh  occurs  four  hundi 
four  times,  ruach  two  hundred  a 
psyche,  fifty-seven,  and  pneuma  two 
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ith  the  spiritual  (pneumat- 
atural  (psychic)  man.  The 
th  the  natural  man,  and  for 
i  "  perfect  law  of  liberty." 
/  that  these  terms  are  not 
used  interchangeably — this  is  an  evidence  of  in- 
spiration, for  in  no  other  piece  of  literature  is  this 
exact  care  shown. 

The  first  occurrence  of  the  term  "  soul "  is  in 
Gen.  2:  7.  The  Lord  formed  man  of  the  dust  of 
the  ground  and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul  (ne- 
piush)  though  the  word  translated  soul  is  found  in 
Gen.il:  24,  "  Let  the  earth  bring  forth  the  living  creat- 
itri'.Y  From  this  brief  histoiy  of  the  creation  of  the 
soul,  what  facts  present  themselves? 

1.  God  did  the  forming — shaping. 

2.  The  material  was  dust, — something  capable  of 
being  shaped. 

3.  There  was  no  life  until  God  breathed  into  the 
shaped  dust. 

4.  The  breath  (spirit)  came  from  God  and  en- 
tered into  the  body. 

5.  This  union  of  spirit  and  dust  generated  the  soul 
(nephesh). 

Again  examine  a  corpse — the  plastically  formed 
dust  is  there,  just  as  God  formed  it;  the  functions 
have  ceased;  there  is  no  heart  or  brain  action;  the 
nephesh  is  dead  because  the  ruach  has  left  it. 
From  these  facts,  we  made  the  deduction  that  the 
union  of  spirit  (ruach)  with  body  generates  the 
soul  (nephesh).  The  term  "  soul,"  then,  applies  on- 
ly to  the  living,  acting  body-man.  Furthermore, 
the  soul  does  not  exist  without  the  body  and  spirit 
united,  while  spirit  does,  because  it  is  the  immortal 
part.  Apply  this  idea  to  God.  He  has  no  body, 
no  soul.     He  has  no  spirit  but  is  spirit. 

This  distinction  between  "soul"  and  "spirit" 
seems  to  me  to  be  clear  cut,  and  any  one  can  apply 
it  to  the  numerous  passages  in  which  these  words 
are  found.  It  makes  many  otherwise  difficult  pas- 
sages clear.  "  He  shall  save  a  soul  (psyche)  from 
death."  Jas.  20.  This  passage  evidently  refers  to 
a  premature  death  of  the  sinner,  for  all  "psychai" 
must  die,  while  the  "pneuma"  shall  never  die.  It 
is  the  business  of  Christianity  to  bring  every  one 
to  a  ripe  old  age  full  of  blessing  and  good  works. 
"  And  every  living  soul  (  psyche)  died  in  the  sea." 
Rev.  16:  12.  This  passage  shows  clearly  that 
"  soul  "  does  not  refer  to  the  immortal  part  of  man, 
for  that  cannot  die.  The  arguments  on  this  text 
usually  reduce  to  the  doctrine  of  annihilation. 
What  would  the  final  restorationist  say  to  this? 
"soul."     Our 


wrong 
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definition  makes  it  clear — the  carnate  soul  d 

not  the  spirit.     "  I  was  in  the  spirit  (pneuma)  on 

the  Lord's  day."     Rev.  1:  10.    John,  of  course,  was 


in  his  "  psyche  "  or  soul,  every  day,  but  on  this 
particular  day  he  was  in  both  soul  and  spirit. 

"  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit  (pneuma)." 
Matt.  5:  3.  The  poor  are  not  as  blessed  in  their 
souls  as  the  rich,  because  they  have  not  the  means 
to  clothe  and  educate  them,  but  in  their  spirits 
they  are  more  blessed,  because  the  riches  of  this 
life  "  choke  the  Word."  Mark  4:  19.  "  For  who- 
soever will  save  his  life  (psyche)  shall  lose  it.  . 
For  what  is  a  man  profited  ...  and  lose  his 
soul  (psyche)  .  .  exchange  for  his  soul  (fsychc)." 
This  passage  has  "psyche"  in  each  instance,  and 
it  shows  that  the  soul  may  be  saved,  lost,  or  sold, 
but  nowhere  is  this  said  of  the  spirit.  Again, 
"  Rather  fear  him  which  is  able  to  destroy  both 
soul  (psyche)  and  body  in  hell."  Matt.  10;  2S. 
The  soul  can  be  killed,  but  not  the  spirit,  without 
being  annihilated,  which  none  of  us  believe.  In 
this  passage  Christ  makes  a  sharp  distinction  be- 
tween the  flesh  and  blood-body  as  such,  and  the 
mentally  endowed  body.  He  does  not  mention 
the  eternal  self,  which  is  not  subject  to  material 
conditions.  Christ  commended  his  "spirit"  to 
God,  but  not  his  "  soul."  His  spirit  was  from  eter- 
nity, but  his  soul  came  by  the  incarnation. 

From  the  above  study  we  get  the  idea  that 
"  soul  "  always  has  some  notion  of  body  attached 
to  it.  It  applies,  then,  only  to  the  man  in  the  in- 
carnate state,  while  "spirit"  has  no  such  idea  of 
body,  and  applies  only  to  the  disembodied,  eternal, 
indestructible  self. 

Dayton,  Ohio. 

SELF-EXAMINATION. 


BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 

Next  to  conversion,  there  is  nothing  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  Christian  than  self-examination. 
Indeed,  his  conversion  will  never  be  consummated 
without  self-examination.  It  lies  at  the  foundation 
of  Christian  possibilities.  Study  the  life  of  the 
Prodigal  Son.  Self-examination  is  absolutely  es- 
sential to  rapid  and  conscious  development.  An 
individual,  surrounded  by  Christian  influences, 
may  develop  slowly  and  even  unconsciously.  But 
perfect  development  can  only  be  attained  by  those 
who  properly  examine  themselves,  and  then  correct 
errors  found. 

It  is  very  important  that  self-examination  and 
self-justification  be  not  confounded;  also  that  it  be 
parison  with  others.     To 
ly,  is  to  find  out  the  real 
idividual.     "  Not  he  that 
is  approved,  but  whom  the 
2  Cor.    10:    18.     Those  con- 
d  not  th 


kept  separate  from  cc 
examine  one's  self  prof 
or  actual  worth  of  the 
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Lord  approves  and 
blesses.  The  Pharisee  and  the  publican  are  a 
striking  example  of  this.  Luke  18:  9-14.  The 
Pharisee  deceived  himself  by  construing  self-ex- 
amination into  self-justification  and  comparison. 
The  publican  obtained  the  blessing  by  confessing 
to  God  his  actual  self  and  pleading  his  mercy. 
Dear  reader,  embrace  the  lesson. 

There  are  two  important  works  in  the  process  of 
self-examination.  First,  the  individual  should 
take  a  very  careful  look  at  his  outer  life, — his 
words,  conduct,  etc.  We  may  call  this  the  retro- 
spective part.  Second,  he  should  not  stop  yet,  for 
the  external  is  only  the  fruit,  or  result,  of  the  in- 
ternal. A  most  searching  investigation  must  be 
made  of  the  heart.  This  is  what  we  will  call  the 
introspective  part.  It  is  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant work.  The  individual  may  be  ever  so  careful 
in  examining  and  criticising  his  outer  life,  yet  all 
attempts  to  improve  will  end  in  failure,  unless  the 
heart  be  cleansed.  It  has  been  well  said,  "  Every 
man  has  in  himself  a  continent  of  undiscovered 
character.  Happy  is  he  who  acts  the  Columbus  to 
his  own  soul." 

This  inside  continent,  O,  what  a  field  for  explor- 
ation! It  is  the  fountain  head  of  our  whole  life. 
As  it  is  filled  with  good  or  bad  motives  and 
thoughts,  so  will  our  lives  be  evil  or  good.  "  Keep 
thy  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are  the  is- 
sues of  life,"     Prov.  4:  23.     "A  good  man  out  of 


the  good  treasure  of  the  heart  bringeth  forth  good 
things;  an  evil  man  out  of  the  evil  treasure  bring- 
eth forth  evil  things."  Matt.  12:  35.  "  Out  of  the 
heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries, 
fornications,  thefts,  false  witness,  blasphemies. 
These  are  the  things  which  defile  a  man."  Matt. 
15:  19,20.  Only  by  examining  and  purifying  the 
heart  may  the  life  be  cleansed.  "  For  who  can 
bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean?  Not  one." 
Job  14:  4.  In  the  heart  lies  the  great  battle  field. 
There  must  the  decisive  battle  be  fought.  Satan 
must  be  dethroned,  his  hosts  vanquished,  the  vic- 
tory won.  Outside  powers  are  not  the  ones  most 
likely  to  overcome  us.  Inside  forces,  when  not 
controlled  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  the  ones  that 
destroy  us.  One  devil  inside  can  do  more  hurt 
than  a  legion  of  devils  outside.  With  his  hand 
placed  over  his  heart,  Luther  said,  "  I  am  more 
afraid  of  my  own  heart  than  of  the  Pope  and  all  his 
cardinals." 

It  is  said  of  a  certain  monk,  that  he  retired  from 
his  associates  into  a  solitary  place,  because  he 
thought  that  through  their  provocation  he  was 
caused  to  speak  angrily  and  act  wickedly.  But 
one  day  his  pitcher  fell  over;  he  set  it  up,  it  fell 
over  again.  With  angry  words  he  then  dashed  it 
to  pieces  on  a  rock.  Soon  he  came  to  himself  and 
said,  "  I  now  see  that  I  cannot  be  at  peace,  even  in 
solitude;  and  that  the  fault  lies  not  in  others,  but 
in  myself,  He  then  repaired  to  his  former  associ- 
ates, and,  by  rigid  self-examination  and  self-denial, 
subdued  his  passions. 

Persons  often  endeavor  to  justify  themselves  in 
wrong  doing,  by  heaping  the  blame  on  others. 
Better  far  examine  self,  for  so  sure  as  we  do  wrong, 
sin  is  in  the  heart.  Others  may  have  been  indi- 
rectly the  cause  of  its  outbreak,  but  with  all  of 
their  provocations  we  will  do  no  evil  unless  sin 
first  dwell  in  our  own  hearts. 

In  the  process  of  self-examination,  the  Word  of 
God   should   be   the  standard,  leaving  out  of  the 
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persons,  and  all  else.  Go  at  it  with  self-forgetting 
love  and  veneration  for  Jesus  and  his  divine  and 
holy  life.  Enter  into  the  work  carefully  and 
prayerfully,  with  a  determination  to  find  out  your 
real  condition  by  the  help  of  God,  and  by  his  par- 
doning grace  to  be  cleansed  from  all  sin. 

If  it  be  thus  engaged  in,  we  not  only  receive  a 
blessing,  but  we  become  a  great  blessing  to  others, 
by  setting  before  them  the  example  of  a  pious  life. 
Read  Matt.  5;  14-16;  I  Tim.  4:  12  and  Titus  2:  7,  8. 

This  work  should  not  be  deferred  until  the  love 
feast  occasion,  or  until  death,  but  should  be  a 
daily  work.  As  we  keep  constant  watch  over  our 
physical  condition,  so  should  we  be  even  more 
cautious  in  reference  to  our  spiritual  welfare. 
There  is  nothing  of  which  we  should  be  so  jealous 
as  our  own  soul.  We  should  be  extremely  solicit- 
ous in  regard  to  its  culture  and  development. 

More  examining  of  self  and  less  examining  of 
others  would  be  a  great  blessing  to  the  children  of 
God.  No  man  has  any  Gospel  right  to  condemn, 
or  even  correct,  others  until  he  first  examine  and 
correct  himself.  Christ  clearly  defines  our  privi- 
lege in  this  respect  by  saying,  "Thou  hypocrite, 
first  cast  out  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye;  and 
then  shalt  thou  see  clearly  to  cast  out  the  mote  out 
of  thy  brother's  eye."  Matt.  7:  5.  He  taught  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees  a  very  forcible  lesson  as  to 
the  importance  of  self-examination,  by  saying  to 
them,  in  reference  to  stoning  the  woman  taken  in 
a  vile  act,  "  He  that  is  without  sin  among  you,  let 
him  first  cast  a  stone  at  her."  John  8:  7.  Yet,  for 
our  own  benefit,  we  should  not  refuse  correction 
from  even  a  known  enemy.  How  much  jarring 
would  cease  if  only  those  authorized  to  throw 
stones  and  administer  reproof  would  do  it! 

The  doctrine  of  self-examination  is  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  Bible,  and  one  that  possibly 
is  too  little  thought  of,  and  less  engaged  in.  The 
Lord  help  us  all  to  examine  ourselves! 

Observe, 

1.  The  supreme  importance  of  self-examination. 

2.  Important  as  it  is,  God  commits  it  to  each  in- 
dividual. 
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3.  Only  he  who  examines  self  is  fit  to  correct 
others. 

4.  He  who  reproves  others  without  examining 
self  is  condemned. 

5.  Self  examination  is  a  sure  antidote  to  the 
poison  of  self-righteousness. 

6.  Self-examination  promotes  rapid  and  healthy 
spiritual  growth. 

7.  The  individual  who  is  always  looking  on  the 
outside  and  never  on  the  inside,  will  not  get  rid  of 
sin  and  Satan. 

8.  The  thoughts  of  others  should  be  the  means 
of  revealing  to  us  our  own. 

9.  The  FIRST  thing  to  do  when  we  see  the 
faults  of  others,  is  to  get  rid  of  our  own. 

10.  The  man  who  never  examines  self  is  like 
one  who  is  always  spending  and  never  earning,  he 
will  become  spiritually  bankrupt. 

11.  He  who  persistently  examines  self  will  have 
less  trouble  with  others  than  with  himself. 

12.  Self-examination  will  teach  us  to  trust  God 
more  and  self  less. 

13.  Self-examination  will  cause  us  to  be  more 
charitable  and  kind  to  others. 

14.  Satan  can  do  nothing  with  the  man  who 
works  on  the  inside  of  self  instead  of  on  the  out- 
side of  others. 

15.  Self-examination  can  be  carried  on  without 
going  from  home. 

16.  He  who  will  practice  self-examinal ion  works 
for  h'mself  and  need  not  get  out  of  work. 

17.  There  is  no  danger  of  self-exam  nation  being 
a  failure  if  we  ask  the  Lord  to  help. 

Lanark.  Ill 


LIFE  A  PILORIMAQE. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

True  life  is  a  pilgrimage  from  earth  to  heaven. 
God's  people  are  journeying  to  the  heavenly 
Canaan.     Paul  writes,   "  They  confessed  that  they 
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who  "confess  that  they  are  strangers  and  pilgrims 
on  the  earth,  declare  plainly  that  they  seek  a  coun- 
try." And  "  they  desire  a  better  country,  that  is, 
an  heavenly."     Heb.  11:13. 

God  calls  us  to  go  on  this  pilgrimage.  We  are 
away  from  our  eternal  home,  in  a  foreign  country. 
Great,  wonderful  and  glorious  things  are  written 
of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  the  eternal  home  of  God's 
people.  Many  things  in  Jewish  history  were 
typical  of  the  great  mysteries  of  the  Gospel  cove- 
nant of  grace  and  truth.  All  Bible  students,  com- 
mentators, ministers  of  the  Word  of  God,  and 
poets,  so  understand  the  Bible.  All  believe  that 
the  pilgrimage  of  the  Jews  from  Egypt  to  Canaan 
was  typical  of  the  pilgrimage  of  God's  people 
from  the  bondage  of  sin  to  the  heavenly  Canaan. 

1.  The  Jews  were  in  bitter  bondage  to  Pharaoh 
in  Egypt.  This  was  typical  of  our  more  bitter 
bondage  of  sin. 

2.  God  gave  the  Jews  promises  of  a  land  of 
plenty  and  rest  in  Palestine.  This  land  of  Canaan 
was  but  a  type  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  promised 
to  God's  people  as  their  eternal  home. 

3.  God  sent  the  Jews  a  deliverer  by  the  hands 
of  Moses.  Moses  was  but  a  type  of  Christ,  as  our 
Deliverer  from  the  bitter  bondage  of  sin 

4.  Crossing  the  Red  Sea  is  a  type  of'conversion 
and  the  beginning  of  a  new  life.  In  crossing  the 
Red  Sea  the  Jews'  enemies  were  buried  to  rise  no 
more,  so  in  conversion,  the  old  man  of  sin  is  put 
off,  is  buried  to  rise  no  more. 

5.  Having  come  out  of  Egypt,  and  having 
crossed  the  Red  Sea,  they  now  enter  on  their  jour 
ney  to  the  promised  Canaan.  It  is  a  pilgrimage 
from  Egypt  to  Canaan.  So  we  have  come  out  of 
the  Egypt  of  sin  and  have  become  pilgrims  to  the 
promised  Canaan— our  eternal,  heavenly  home 

6.  While  Moses  was  their  leader,  yet  they  con- 
tinually needed  protection  and  light.  This  they 
had  in  the  ■■  pillar  of  cloud,  and  the  pillar  of  fire." 
So  we  have  Christ  as  our  leader,  God  as  our  pro- 
tection, the  Holy  Spirit  to  give  us  light  by  lead- 
ing us  into  all  truth. 


It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here  that  "  we  should 
never  attempt  to  make  types  walk  on  all-fours." 
Those  who  attempt  to  do  so  will  make  gross 
failures,  and  will  often  enter  the  channel  of  doubt. 
This  will  be  seen  in  the  following  type. 

7.  The  children  of  Israel  were  twice  in  want  of 
water.  Moses  was  commanded  to  smite  the  rock 
in  the  first  instance.  He  did  so,  and  the  water 
came  forth.  In  the  second  instance  he  was  com- 
manded to  speak  to  the  rock,  but  he  smote  it 
twice,  which  was  wrong.  Our  leader  never  did 
wrong,  and  in  this,  as  in  all  things  else,  he  ex- 
celled the  type.  But  no  one  who  believes  the 
Bible  will  for  this  reason  say  that  Moses  was  not 
a  type  of  Christ.  Further;  Christ  is  typified  by 
the  above  rock.  (1)  He  had  to  be  smitten  that 
the  Water  of  Life  might  flow.  (2)  Now  we  must 
speak  to  him,  if  we  would  have  the  Water  of  Life 
to  flow  for  us  till  the  end  of  our  Christian  pil- 
grimage. Many  more  of  the  incidents  of  the  pil- 
grimage of  the  children  of  Israel  might  here  be 
noted  as  types  of  the  pilgrimage  of  God's  people 
from  the  wilderness  of  sin  to  the  land  of  promise, 
but  space  will  not  permit  to  note  all. 

8.  The  crossing  of  Jordan  by  the  children  of 
Israel  is  a  type  of  crossing  the  river  of  death. 
Our  poets  often  refer  to  Jordan  as  a  type  of  death. 
Let  the  reader  read  numbers  595,  668,  669,  670,  675, 
and  others  in  the  Hymnal. 

9.  The  earthly  Canaan  is  almost  universally  con- 
sidered a  type  of  the  heavenly  Canaan.  Was  there 
an  earthly  Canaan,  so  there  is  a  heavenly  Canaan. 
Was  there  an  earthly  Jerusalem,  so  there  is  a 
heavenly  Jerusalem.  Was  there  an  earthly  temple, 
so  there  is  a  heavenly  one.  Was  there  an  earthly 
high  priest,  so  there  is  a  heavenly  High  Priest. 
So  we  might  talk  about  the  gifts,  etc.,  and  of  all 
we  might  use  the  language  of  Paul:  "  Who  serve 
unto  the  example  and  shadow  of  heavenly  things." 

But  some  one  says,  If  Canaan  was  a  type  of 
heaven,  why  were  so  many  enemies  allowed  in  the 
land?  Why  was  there  so  much  evil  and  distress 
allowed  to  remain?  We  said  before,  that  types 
must  not  be  made  to  walk  on  all-fours.  There  is 
always  some  leading  thought  of  resemblance  be- 
tween types  and  antitypes.  God  had  some  noble 
design  in  allowing  all  this.  One  thing  we  do 
know,  if  God  had  no  other  design  than  to  teach 
his  people  what  kind  of  a  place  heaven  would 
have  been  had  Satan,  with  his  host,  been  allowed 
to  remain  in  heaven,  that  alone  would  be  well 
worth  all  the  allowance.  We  know  not  the  worth 
of  any  good  unless  we  have  once  been  d«nied  the 
same.  We  feel  confident  that  if  the  reader  looks 
at  Canaan  as  a  type  of  heaven  in  this  sense,  he 
will  see  additional  reasons  for  loving  and  praising 
God. 

Peloubet  somewhere  illustrates  this  thought  as 
follows:  A  man  dreamed  that  he  died.  He  was 
first  shown  all  the  evils  of  sin.  This  would  have 
been  your  doom  forever  had  you  not  been  re- 
deemed from  sin.  Afterward  he  was  shown  heav- 
en without  any  evil.  The  contrast  was  so  great 
that  it  left  a  lifetime  impression  on  his  mind  So 
does  the  land  of  Canaan  as  a  type,  when  we  look 
at  it  as  before  intimated.  We  submit  the  thought 
as  a  very  profitable  one.  We  do  not  believe  that 
it  would  have  been  possible  for  Satan  to  have 
remained  in  heaven,  but  if  such  could  have  been 
possible,  what  then? 


I    have    come   to   the  conclusion  nowthTt~~ 
take  a  good  deal  better  proof  than  'the  S  "  *'" 
Day  Baptists   have  produced  in  their  book  ••H°th 
Readings,"  to  convince  me  that  they  are'r'  h 
observing  the  seventh  instead  of  the  fir«  !■      '" 
the  week.  St  ^  of 

Let  us   compare  just  one  of  the  statement 

"Bible   Readings,"   on   the   Sunday  question      '" 

see  how  it  will  agree  with  the  statements  of  ti 

early   Christians.     (I    quote   from    pp    fii  anJ  I 

Bible  Readings.")  and  63, 


s  Sunday  first  enjoined  t 


When  and  by  what  authority  1 
on  Christians  as  the  Lord's  Day? 

Prynne  says:  "The  seventh  day  Sabbath  was  ml.     ■ 
by  Christ,  the  apostles,  and  primitive  Christians  .i,,^ 
odicean  Council  did,  in  a  manner,  quite  abolish  the  obs  r»  ' 

tion  of  it The  council  of  Laodicea  (A.  D  364)  fi   , 

tied  the  observation  of  the  Lord's  Day."    (Dissertation  on  ft'" 
Lord's  Day  or  Sabbath,  pp.  163  and  164.) 

Now,  in  answer  to  the  above,  let  us  hear  Justi 
Martyr.  Justin  was  born  about  A.  D.  100.  I  quol 
from  his  first  apology  for  Christians,  pp.  gi  and  J 
by  John  Kaye.  "' 

In  every  Eucharistical  sacrifice  we  bless  the  Makerof.lt 
things  through  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  through  the  Hoi 
Spirit.  And  upon  the  day  called  Sunday  all  that  live  eiiae' 
■n  city  or  country  meet  together  at  the  same  place,  where  the 
writings  of  the  apostles  and  prophets  are  read 

Upon  Sunday  we  all  assemble,  that  being  the'first  day  i„ 
which  God  set  himself  to  work  upon  the  dark  void  in  order 
to  make  the  world,  and  in  which  Jesus  Christ  our  Savior  rose 
again  from  the  dead;  for  the  day  before  Saturday  he  was 
crucified  and  the  day  after,  which  is  Sunday,  be  appeared  to 
his  apostles  and  disciples  and  taught  them  what  I  have  now 
proposed  to  your  consideration. 

Now  let  us  hear  Tertullian.     He  was  bori 
A.  D.  160. 

But  if  we,  like  them,  celebrate  Sunday  as  a  festival  and 
day  of  rejoicing,  it  is  for  a  reason  vastly  distant  from  that  of 
worshiping  the  sun;  for  we  solemnize  the  day  after  Satur. 
day  in  contradistinction  to  those  who  call  this  day  their  Sab- 
bath  and  devote  it  to  ease  and  eating,  deviating  from  the  old 
Jewish  customs,  which  they  arc  now  very  ignorant  of.  (Ter-  I 
tulhan's  "Apology  for  Christians,"  page  53.) 

The  above  statements  of  Justin  and  TertuBk. 
should   forever  settle  this,  fact  in  the  minds  cj  tie 


about 


WHO  IS  RIGHT? 

by  s.  ditson. 
It  seems  by  an  articl7in"the  Messenger  of  Feb. 
8  that  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists  are  yet  troubling 
the  m.nds  of  some,  as  to  which  day  is  the  right 
day  ,0  keep.-baturday  or  Sunday.  I  was  myself 
at  one  time  rather  unsettled  on  this  question,  as 

Lv  heaC  hr  ""  T  ■""'  ^^  »  ""*  institut^ 
word  "  q  J  a"  •  °bSerVed  °nly  ^  them'  A*  ^e 
wa  often  H  !S  "0t  '"  the  New  lament,  I 
was  often  made  to  wonder  if  the  first  day  of  the 
week  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures,  and  the  day 
called  Sunday  were  the  same.  But  since  read 
ng  some  of  the  writings  of  the  early  Christians, 


people,  that  the  council  of  Laodicea  (A.  D.  364) 
was  not  the  first  to  observe  the  first  day  of  the 
week, — Sunday. 

Justin  and  Tertullian  tell  us  distinctly  that  the 
first  day  of  the  week  (Sunday)  was  observed  in 
their  time.  This  was  nearly  two  hundred  years 
before  the  council  of  Laodicea. 

As  Justin  was  born  about  A.  D.  100,  there  is  all 
possibility  of  him  having  seen  many  who  had  seen 
and  conversed  with  the  apostles,  and  from  them 
he  learned  that  the  apostles  observed  the  first  day 
of  the  week  ( Acts  20: 7. ) 

There  is  nothing  strange  about  the  council  of 
Laodicea  having  decided  to  observe  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  but  that  they  were  first,  we  deny. 
It  is  no  more  than  any  other  council  of  honest  men, 
seeking  after  truth,  would  do  when  they  find  they 
are  wrong. 

Statements  like  those  of  Justin  Martyr  and  Ter- 
tullian, corroborated  by  the  statement  given  by 
the  apostle  Paul  in  Acts  20:  7,  should  forever  put 
to  silence  the  seventh-day  advocates  on  the  Sab- 
bath question.  One  thing  I  wish  the  reader  to 
notice  particularly,  that  Tertullian  accuses  those 
who  call  Saturday  their  Sabbath,  of  not  observing 
it  as  was  the  old  Jewish  custom.  How  about  Sab- 
batarians to-day?  Do  they  observe  it  as  was  com- 
manded? If  not,  why  not?  Have  they  power  to 
change  the  custom  any  more  than  the  Pope  has 
to  change  the  Sabbath  day,  as  is  claimed  he  did 
by  some  of  them? 
Collingwood,  Ont. 


"  THE  TRUTH  AS  IT  IS  IN  JESUS." 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

To  a  Perplexed  Soul:— 

Your  questions  are  many;  some  of  them  in* 
tncate,  some  daring,  and  not  a  few  border  on  folly. 
You  would  be  as  wise  in  refusing  to  partake  of 
food  until  you  understood  all  the  laws  and  process- 
es of  digestion  and  assimilation,  as  to  keep  aloof 
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from  Christianity  until  you  could  give  a  logical 
demonstration  of  the  divine  existence,  and  the 
hilosophy  of  regeneration.  You  are  hungry,  you 
at  are  satisfied  and  refreshed,  and  go  on  your 
'  without  a  moment's  concern  about  the  secret, 
silent  elaboration  of  your  meal  into  the  composite 
elements  of  your  organization.  Why  do  you  not 
trust  God  in  a  similar  way  concerning  your  higher 
nature? 

..  jhe  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  "  is  axiomatic.  He 
did  not  come  to  philosophize  on  the  mystery  of 
sin  and  redemption,  but  to  give  incontestable  evi- 
dence that  He  is  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  The 
historical  Christ  can  no  more  be  ignored  than  the 
historical  Pilate,  or  Herod,  or  Cxsar,  or  Napoleon, 
or  Washington,  or  Lincoln,  or  your  own  historical 
self.  That  Christ  was,  and  that  He  said  and  did 
what  the  Record  declares,  is  beyond  all  reasonable 
dispute.  He  tells  us  that  we  "  must  be  born  again;" 
that,  unless  this  radical  change  be  effected  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  "  we  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 
John  3:  3-  Like  Nicodemus,  instead  of  yielding 
to  the  divine  power  for  this  new  genesis,  you  keep 
on  asking,  "How  can  these  things  be?"  Can  you 
explain  the  mystery  of  natural  generation  and  em- 
bryology? And  yet  you  are  here,  a  veritable  hu- 
man being,  in  spile  of  your  ignorance.  Paul  was 
caught  up  into  the  third  heavens,  and  heard  un- 
speakable words,  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  a  man 
to  utter.  2  Cor.  12:  2,  4.  But  the  problems  you 
seek  to  solve  were  not  unfolded  to  him.  He  still 
had  to  write:  "  Without  controversy  great  is  the 
mystery  of  godliness."  I  Tim.  3:  16.  Horace 
Bushnell  had  but  one  superior  in  this  country  for 
metaphysical  acumen.  When  he  entered  on  his 
theological  career  he  had  the  very  problems  on 
hand  with  which  you  are  struggling.  He  was  de- 
termined to  solve  them.  He  lived  to  be  three 
score  and  fifteen  years  old;  and  before  he  died  he 
confessed  that  he  had  his  original  problems  all 
on  hand,  with  a  thousand  ffthers  added,  all  of 
which  he  took  unsolved  into  eternity.  So  will  it 
be  with  you.  Our  business  is  not  to  keep  up  an 
Wment  with  God,  but  to  believe,  to  live,  to  obey, 
\o  cfyhieve,  to  rrjoice.    - 

You  are  manifestly  more  inquisitive  than  rever- 
ent. To  you  Christ  says  as  He  did  to  Peter: 
"  What  is  that  to  thee?  follow  thou  me."  John  21: 
22.  You  decline  making  the  first  step  until  you 
have  gone  to  the  bottom  of  all  the  divine  reasons 
in  every  statement,  institution  and  requirement. 
Christ's  rebuke  of  Thomas  is  for  you:  "  Be  not 
faithless,  but  believing:  "  "  Blessed  are  they  that 
have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  believed."  John  20: 
27,  29.  That  you  are  a  human,  rational  being  is 
demonstrated  by  the  simple  fact  that  you  wrote 
me  a  letter  full  of  astute  interrogations.  The 
proof  that  Christ  is  divine  is  as  clearly  evinced  by 
His  words  and  acts.  "  Never  man  spake  like  this 
man,"  is  the  testimony  of  His  enemies.  "This 
man  doeth  many  miracles;'  is  the  humiliating  con- 
cession of  those  who  in  malice  were  planning  His 
destruction.  Has  not  such  a  being,  a  right  to 
speak  with  authority,  and  to  demand  unreserved 
loyalty? 

What  can  be  more  daring  than  the  determination 
to  live  in  alienation  from  God,  in  the  hope  of 
final  restitution?  That  the  tendency  of  character 
is  to  final  permanence  is  not  only  a  deduction  of 
science,  but  a  settled  fact.  "  God  is  not  mocked." 
The  harvest  corresponds  to  the  sowing.  There  is 
a  possible  wear-out  in  the  psychical  receptivity  of 
the  grace  of  God.  "  Conscience  seared  wit 
iron."  "  Past  feeling."  1  Tim.  4:  2.  Eph. 
Omnipotence  has  its  modifying  attributes. 
God  is  almighty  is  no  proof  that  H 
the  realm  of  responsible  life  as  H 
geological  sphere.  God  saves  no  soul  without  its 
own  voluntary,  conscious,  sympathetic  co-opera- 
tion.    There   is  such  a  thing  as  paralysi; 


The  precise  significance  of  these  awful  repre- 
sentations I  do  not  pretend  to  explain.  What  God 
insists  on  is,  "  To-day,  if  you  will  hear  his  voice, 
liarden  not  your  hearts."  "  Exhort  one  another 
daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day:  lest  any  of  you  be 
hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  o/sin."  Heb. 
3:  13  and  4:  7. 

Your    conception    of    ethics    is    utterly    wrong. 
Such  an  idea  of  salvation  would  make  Jesus  Christ 
than  an  idle  dreamer.     If  it  is   possible 
to   atone   for   his   own   sinful    past   by   a 
present,  Christ  shed  his  blood  to  no  better 
than  if  a  physician  would  offer  his  serv- 
1  man  after  he  has  regained  health.     Only 
nan  ever  went  to  heaven  on  the  merit  of  his 
righteousness,    and    that    was    the    Godman, 
:arer  than  that  "  one  man's  obedience" 
and  "  one  man's  righteousness  "   is  the  only  hope  for 
all  men.     Rom.  5:  15-2!.     To  make  our  obedience 
the  basis  of  our  acceptance  with  God,  is  to  count 
the  blood  of  Christ  no  better  than   the   blood    of 
bulls  and  goats.     Faith  has  a  double   function:  it 
apprr prates   "  all   the   fulness   of  God "   in   Christ, 
and  express's  it  in  all  the  moulds  and  possibilities 
of   finite   life.     But    to   make  the  finite  expression 
equivalent  t«  the   Infinite  Righteousness  is  an  in- 
sult to  Jehovah,  because  it  is  a  glaring  deprecia- 
tion of  the  value  of  Christ's  atonement. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa, 
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ON  REARINQ  CHILDREN. 


living.  It  is  well  to  notice  that  there  is  nothing 
said  here  as  to  the  form  of  prayer,  or  of  any 
special  outward  preparation  to  be  made  that  we 
may  appear  acceptably  before  the  Lord.  It  is  the 
preparation  of  heart  that  makes  us  acceptable  to 
come  before  the  Lord  as  a  suppliant. 

Two  men  went  up  to  the  temple  to  pray;  the 
one  a  Pharisee  and  the  other  a  publican.  It  should 
be  noticed  that  both  these  men  went  to  the  same 
place  and  at  the  same  time,  so  that  there  was 
nothing  wrong  about  the  place  or  the  time,  neither 
was  there  any  objection  filed  against  the  occupa- 
tions of  the  two  men,  as  the  reputation  of  the 
Pharisees,  worldly  and  religiously,  was  quite  as 
good  as  that  of  the  publicans.  The  difference  was 
in  the  m  *tive  that  prompted  the  men  in  the  going. 
The  Pharisee  went  to  the  place  of  prayer  to  tell 
the  Lord  how  good  he  was,  while  the  publican 
went,  being  crushed  under  his  load  of  sin,  to  tell 
the  Lord  how  bad  he  had  been  and  to  beg  for 
mercy.  The  Lord  does  not  say  that  either  was 
justified  in  the  coming,  but  that  the  publican  was 
justified  rather  than  the  other  one.  That  is,  the 
manner  of  the  publican's  coming  was  more  to  be 
commended  than  that  of  the  Pharisee.  While  the 
Pharisee  had  nothing  to  expect,— asked  for  noth- 
ing, needed  nothing  and  got  nothing, — the  publi- 
can got  all  he  asked  for— the  merciful  considera- 
tion of  the  Lord.  While  most  of  our  prayers  are 
mixed  with  the  element  of  gratitude,  yet  the 
burden  of  them  is  our  needs.  And  whether  they 
be  expressions  of  gratitude  or  loads  of  petitions, 


Archdeacon  Farrar  declares  that  parents  can- 
not be  reminded  too  often  or  too  earnestly  not  to 
fret,  not  to  worry  their  children,  and  finds  a  Scrip- 
tural warning  to  this  effect  in  the  words  rendered 
in  our  Authorized  Version  of  the  Bible:  "  And  ye 
fathers,  provoke  not  your  children  to  wrath,"  a 
clause  which  he  says  in  the  original  means  exactly: 
"Do  not  irritate  your  children;  "do  not  rub  them 
the  wrong  way."  Perhaps  there  was  never  more 
need  for  this  injunction  than  at  the  present  day, 
when  periodicals  devoted  to  child  culture  and 
home  training  abound,  when  theories  regarding  the 
discipline  of  children  are  numberless  and  advice 
to  parents  is  met  with  on  all  sides.  The  young 
father  or  mother,  anxious  to  bring  up  a  child  in 
accordance  with  all  the  latest  scientific  methods, 
is  in  danger  of  overdoing  the  training  of  the  little 
one.  A  father,  who  had  learned  by  experience 
the  wisdom  of  letting  his  children  alone  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  declares  that  he  harmed  his  first  child 
for  life  by  his  exacting  requirements.  She  was 
checked  unduly  and  shut  up  within  herself  until 
she  grew  up  in  a  rigid  and  unnatural  constraint. 
The  same  warning  might  be  applied  to  children  of 
an  older  growth,  who  are  not  permitted  to  devel- 
op their  own  individualities.  Dr.  Farrar  sums  the 
whole  matter  up  in  one  sentence:  '.'  Parents  must 
pect  their  children  as  well  as  children  their  par- 
ents."—?"/^ Congregationalism 


n  no  case  can  we  go  to  the  Lord 

n  a  self-righteous 

pirit,  as  all  of  our  righteousness  is 

in  the  sight  of  the 

Lord,  as  "  filthy  rags."     It  is  wc 

rse  than  nothing, 

epulsive    and    disgusting.     This 

becomes   evident 

0  us  the  more  as   we   consider 

the   source   from 

■vhich  the  little  good,  which  wt 

seem  to  have  or 

.  hot 


That 


rill  de 
does    in 


tion  in  relation  to  holiness.  Bi 
with  death-beds  in  corroboration 
near  the  edge  of  the  precipice. 
tomless  pit."  There  is  an  "  i 
There  is  an  "  undying  worm."  "  Tl 
Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  witness," 


of  voli- 
graphy  is  replete 
Venture  not  too 
There  is  a  "  bot- 
iquenchable  fire." 
'Thus   saith    the 
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LESSON  FLASH-LIOHTS. 
ions  on  Prayer — Luke  18:9 

{Lesson  for  May  10,  i8q6.) 

jduced  by  the  parabl 


lesson  is  introduced  by  the  paraDle  of  the 
s  and  fearless,  and  the  importunate 
object  of  this  parable  is  to  show  per- 
asking  for  the  things  we  need,  and 
,n  which  this  lesson  is  based,  is  that 
joing  up  to  the  temple  to  pray,— a 
alent  in  those  days,  and  still 
in  the  Eastern  world,— not  be- 
cause the  temple  is  the  better  place  for  prayer, 
so  much  as  the  hallowed  associations  that  cluster 
around  places  where  we  have  found  the  Lord  pre- 
cious to  our  souls. 

The  lesson  here  intended  is  to  show  the  manner 
of  approaching  the  Lord  in  prayer,  and  a  special 
lesson  to  those  who  are  self-righteous  and  despise 
others,    And  these  people,  or  their  kind,  are  still 


judge,  1 

widow. 

severan 

the  parable  on 

of  two  men  go 

custom  very  p 

largely   pract 


do,  comes.  It  is  like  the  son  of  an  indulgent 
father  who  receives  large  sums  of  money  from  him 
and  with  a  small  part  of  it,  buys  him  a  present, 
and  who,  by  the  presenting  of  it,  expects  praise 
and  great  appreciation.  "  I  fast  twice  a  week,  I 
give   titlra    ot   aU  1    possess."      ■'  1    thank  iWco  tV>»* 

I  am  not  as  other  men  are  ....  or  even  as  this 
publican." 

Do  we  have  any  of  this  kind  of  Pharisees  to- 
day? Yes,  we  hear  you  say,  but  not  in  the  church; 
at  least  I  know  I  am  not  such  an  one.  Well,  per- 
haps not.  But  do  we  not  hear  brethren  talk,  and 
see  them  act,  as  if  they  thought  they  were  not  as 
other  men  are,  or  even  as  brother  A,  who,  perhaps, 
is  not  quite  so  strict  as  to  the  form  or  letter  of  the 
law,— not,  perhaps,  as  you  are,  you  say,  and  yet 
he  may  be  a  thousand  times  more  penitent  for 
wrongs  done,  and  appreciative  for  favors  received. 
The  Lord  wants  obedience,  but  it  is  not  so  much 
the  carrying  out  of  the  letter  as  the  principle 
which  the  letter  is  intended  to  express,— apprecia- 
tion, trust  and  gratitude.  The  prodigal  son,  in 
his  penitent  return,  was  nearer  the  father's  heart 
than  the  ungrateful  home  boy  whose  greatest  virtue 
was  to  serve  his  father  because  it  meant  a  good 
home,  his  bread,  butter  and  clothes.  This  Pharisee 
was  a  man  of  this  stamp.  He  was  serving  his 
father  by  being  a  Jew.  He  was  no  extortioner, 
he  was  not  unjust  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  neither 
was  he  an  adulterer.  And  besides  all  this  virtuous 
conduct,  he  fasted  and  gave  tithes.  The  publican 
did  none  of  these  things,  and  he  may  have  been 
somewhat  prodigal  with  the  possibilities  entrusted 
to  him.  If  so,  you  may  ask,  What  were  his  com- 
mendable features?  Nothing  more  than  his  peni- 
tency  and  manner  of  coming  to  the  Lord  in  prayer. 
Standing  afar  off  he  would  not  lift  up  so  much  as 
his  eyes  to  heaven,  but  smote  upon  his  breast 
saying,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  We 
are  not  to  try  to  make  ourselves  sinners  to  com- 
mend us  to  God.  We  are  this,— the  best  of  us,— 
and  as  such  we  ought  to  feel  when  we  come  to 
the  Lord  in  prayer.  As  the  poor  woman  impor- 
tuned the  Judge  by  her  continual  coming,  so  we 
are  encouraged  to  come,— not  in  self- righteousness, 
but  in  humble  penitence  and  in  the  spirit  of  the 
poor  publican,  the  language  of  whose  soul  was; 
"  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner," 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

FIHST    YEAH. 

"  Crisis  ol  Mlssioas,"  cloth,  tt.04:  paper ."U  c 

"Llleol  A,  Judson,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper il  c 

"Our  Country,"  cloth,  S5  cents;  paper 39  c 

"Non-Such  Prolessor,"  cloth 83  c 

SEVOMt    VMS  Alt. 

"  Miracles  of  Missions,"  cloth,  R4  cents;  paper, 34  c 

'■  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat."  cloth,  27  cents;  paper 15  c 

"  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  C 

"  The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 65  c- 

TIIIUU    VIC  Alt. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth | 

'Lile  of  Robert  Morrison. "cloth.       70  c< 

'  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-28 10  ci 

■^PTriccs,  as  (jivcD  above,  are  for  members  ol   Reading  Circle  t 


i  R,  Nei 


re  of  Reading  Cihci.e.-W.  B.  Stover,  ftuls.ir 
t  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes 
hit.  Waynesboro.  Fa.;  J.  M.  Neff.  Fruiulak-,  Ala 


Officers  of  Reading  Circle. -President,  W.  B.  Stover 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  Baker,  Waynesboro,  Fa.;  Secretary.  I 

comer,  Waynesboro,  Pa., -to  whom  all  communications  cc 
ReadhiR  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  bou 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  III. 


THE  SCHOOL  OF  FAITH. 


LoNti  time  across  my  path  had  lain 
A  far-off  bar  like  gathering  rain; 
The  sunshine  beamed  along  my  way, 
But  this  drew  nearer  day  by  day. 

1  walked  amid  a  laughing  throng, 
1  plucked  the  flowers,  I  sang  my  song; 
But  all  the  lime  my  load  of  care, 
My  bar  of  threatening  cloud,  was  there. 

Some  day,  I  knew,  that  bar  must  break 
In  tempest,  fatal  for  my  sake; 
And  in  my  heart  of  hearts  I  laid 
My  secret,  and  was  sore  afraid. 


i  yet  it 

aught  me  by  surprise: 

d  thunc 

ers  pealed  across  the  sk 

lhadt 

me  for  craven  fear 

With  lips  arid  lids  set  hard  together, 

I  sank  upon  the  springy  heather; 

I  said  farewell  to  pleasant  things, 

And  waited  for  the  angel's  wings. 

When,  oh!  the  marvel!  through  the  rain 

Came  odors  exquisite  as  pain; 

A  softer  warmth,  like  lovers'  breath, 

ny  cheek  instead  of  Death, 


.'  S.ll,r   1 


Danced  01 

The  birds 

My  eyes  u 

The  storm  was  only  sent  to  purge 

Of  cloud  my  sky  from  verge  to  verge! 


CIRCLE  MOTES. 


Sister  Martha  Click,  of  Roanoke,  Va„  writes: 
"  I  want  you  to  know  that  I  am  interested  in  the  Circle,  and 
always  shall  be  desirous  of  improvement  along  that  line. 

"  I  firmly  believe  that  the  reading  of  those  books  has  done 
more  to  awaken  a  missionary  spirit  in  me  than  all  the  mis- 
sionary sermons  I  have  ever  heard.  May  the  Circle  continue 
to  grow  and  spread  such  an  influence  that  every  one  shall 
be  interested  in  mission  work,  is  my  prayer!  " 

Bro.  J.  M.  Blocher,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  writes: 

"  I  have  been  thinking  for  some  time  that  I  should  take 
up  the  course  of  reading  of  'Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle,' 
but  did  not  do  so  till  the  first  of  this  month  (March). 

"  I  have  just  finished  reading  the  first  two  books  of  the 
Course.  I  am  much  pleased  with  them.  1  think  they  furnish, 
in  a  small  degree  at  least,  the  much  needed  information,  in- 
centive to  more  consecration  and  missionary  zeal.  If  the 
other  books  of  the  course  are  so  pregnant  with  Christ's  "go 
yt,"mi"lj>Iam  with  you  atwoy,"  as  are  these,  I  believe 
the  Course  is  one  of  great  importance  and  value  to  our  mis- 
sionary interests,— yes,  our  eternal  interests. 

How  truly  it  can  be  said  of  our  church  and  of  all  professed 
Christendom, '  O  ye  of  little  faith!'  What  we  need  is  more 
consecration,  that  we  may  have  more  faith  and  love,  and  I  do 
believe  that  if  we  will  submit  ourselves  to  God's  plans  and 
provinces  he  will  consecrate  and  prepare  us  for  better  and 
more  efficient  work  in  his  service.  It  is  desirable  to  be  well- 
prepared  for  any  important  work,  but  it  seems  that  in 
the  Christian  calling  we  get  the  preparation  in  the  work. 
'  Learn  to  do  by  doing.' 

•'  No  doubt  but  that  Judson  received  his  greatest  grace  and 
became  the  most  effectual  exemplification  of  the  Christ  life 


while  undergoing  some  of  his  greate 
persecutions.    His  seventeen  months' 
and  Oung-penla  were  trying,  yet  rare  opportun 
ing  for  Christ's  sake  and  of  knowing  true  submi 


ivide 


"I  trust  the  circle  of  readers  may  be  greatly  increased,  for 
it  can  not  be  otherwise  than  productive  of  missionary  giving 
and  spirit,  and  of  mure  individual  consecration  and  prayer! 

"I  shall  try  to  secure  members  for  the  course  if  opportuni- 
ty permits." 


James  M.  Neff. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAUO  MISSION. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

One  of  our  little  Sunday  school  girls  was  made 
happy  a  few  days  ago,  in  receiving  a  pair  of  new 
;hoes  sent  in  a  recent  donation.  She  and  her  lit- 
le  brother  are  among  the  first  who  attended 
.ur  Sunday  school  at  the  Branch  Mission.  They 
ing  children,  and  we  trust  that  the  seed 
:ir  hearts  will  some  day  bear  fruit. 


are  p 
sown 


For  the  benefit  of  some  brethren  and  sisters  who 
have  written  us,  wishing  to  know  what  we  can  use 
in  our  work,  we  will  enumerate  some*  articles  of  a 
donation  sent  in  only  a  few  days  ago.  Among  the 
articles  received  were  fourteen  dresses  of  various 
s,  seven  pairs  of  hose,  eight  pairs  of  boys' 
pantaloons,  six  skirts  and  five  aprons  for  children, 
three  coats,  twelve  suits  of  underwear,  four  hand- 
kerchiefs, one  bed  comfort,  four  pairs  of  shoes,  a 
few  other  articles  of  a  varied  character  besides  a 
lot  of  Sunday  school  papers,  and  fifteen  books  for 
our  Reading  Room.  All  these  pieces  of  clothing 
will  be*used  as  we  come  in  contact  with  the  poor, 
the  aged  and  the  sick.  Our  panacea  for  the  sick 
among  the  poor,  is  a  thorough  bath,  a  clean  gown 
and  a  clean  bed.  This  we  prescribe  frequently, 
and  often  it  is  necessary  to  do  more  than  simply 
prescribe.  May  God  bless  all  the  donors  who 
have  so  kindly  sent  in  clothing  during  the  past 
winter! 

One  of  our  girls  recently,  upon  hearing  the 
Scripture  read  of  Moses  on  the  Mount,  and  God 
speaking  to  him,  remarked,  "I  wish  I  could 
have  been  Moses  to  know  what  the  Lord  would 
have  to  say."  A  quick-minded  sister  wittily 
replied,  "Why,  you  cannot  do  without  one  meal, 
and  how  could  you  be  Moses  and  go  without  eat- 
ing forty  days  and  forty  nights."  "  But,"  said  the 
girl,  "I  should  like  to  have  been  Moses  without 
the  fasting."  How  many  of  God's  (?)  children 
should  like  to  be  like  Moses  without  the  fasting! 
"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart  for  fhey  shall  see 
God."  To  be  pure  in  heart  means  sacrifice  and 
self-denial. 

Our  Sunday  school  at  183  Hastings  Street,  where 
our  regular  church  services  are  held,  averaged  six- 
ty-four in  attendance  from  March,  '95,  to  March, 
•96.  The  largest  number  in  attendance  was  one 
hundred  and  five;  the  smallest  number,  forty. 
During  the  months  of  July  and  August  the  aver- 
age attendance  was  forty-nine.  When  the  warm 
days  come  people  shirk  from  going  to  church  and 
Sunday  school,  and  some  of  the  Lord's  (?)  work- 
ers close  up  the  churchhouse  and  go  off  on  a  va- 
cation, but  the  devil  keeps  on  working.  We  mean 
to  try  to  "keep  the  fire  burning  on  the  altar,"  and 
to  this  end  we  ask  your  prayers  and  support. ' 

7/  Waller  St.,  Chicago. 


FORMATION  OF  HABITS. 

BY  HATTIE  FLICKINGER. 

Habits  are  a  true  index  to  our  character.     They 

rm   one    of    its    necessary    elements.     Channing 

says:  "  Every  human  being  is  intended  to  have  a 

character  of  his  own,  to  be  what  no  other  is,  and 

to  do  what  no  other  can." 

The  habit  of  being  systematic  may  be   consid- 
ered as  the  foundation  of  our  moral  structure.     An 


efficient  builder  does  not  intend  to  cort^T 
building  in  one  day,  but  by  each  day  doii.1  "  a 
tain  portion  of  the  work,  he  will  finallv  r  Cer' 
it.  We  must  form  the  habit  of  iadu.t,!!"''!?' 
Bible  student,  though  laboring  a  life-time 
know  all  its  contents,  or  fathom  its  depths  ^  n<" 
is  no  reason  why  he  should  abandon  the  atte^'  'h'S 

We  form  habits  easily.     Committing  one  bad' 
to-day  may  seem  a  small  affair  and  easily  dronn^' 
repeated,  it  becomes   fixed   and   will   cline  t 
with  the  strength  of  a  cable.     A  cable,  we  k°  "S 
is  formed  by  spinning  and  twisting  one  thread*' 
a  time,  yet,  when  it  is  completed,  the  great  h" 
proudly  responds  to  its  bidding,  and  acknowled  J 
its  power.     We  may  form  but  one  habit  at  a  t 
yet,  when  a  number  of  these  fixed  principle™'' 
combined  into  one  cable- character,  we  must  J 
mit  that  we  are  a  "  bundle  of  habits." 

While  in  the  formative  period  of  life  we  ne  rl 
to  cultivate  such  habits  as  will  promote  our  ha' 
piness  and  usefulness.  The  student,  entering  un 
life's  work  will  form  habits  of  some  kind;  th" 
manner  in  which  he  occupies  his  time,  directs  his 
thoughts  and  feelings,  will  soon  determine  his 
course  of  conduct.  Good  or  bad,  these  habits 
become  a  part  of  himself  and  in  the  end  a  second 
nature. 

Punctuality  is  a  trait  of  character  to  be  desired 
in  any  one,  but  acquired  by  comparatively  few. 

To  be  able  to  learn  something  from  each  person 
with  whom  we  come  in  contact  is  a  valuable  trait. 
It  may  not  always  be  a  habit,  it  may  come  to  us 
intuitively,  that,  as  we  stop  and  converse  with 
even  a  stranger,  we  may  learn  a  truth,  a  fact  or 
principle  which,  at  some  opportune  moment  in 
our  course  of  thinking,  may  be  beneficial  to  us. 
It  is  not  desirable  to  come  in  contact  with  oppos- 
ing influences,  yet,  when  we  overcome  a  temptation 
we  are  made  stronger  thereby. 

It  requires  a  strcujg  vessel  to  keep  the  sea  out; 
likewise  it  requires  a  strong  and  fixed  character 
to  stem  the  tide  of  the  world,  yet  we  need  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  world  in  order  to  be  proved 
according  to  John  15:2;  I  Cor.  10:13.  ■■  A/«.4. -  • 
calm  settles  over  him  who  lives  an  idle  life."  A 
pool  of  water  soon  becomes  stagnant  and  unfit  for 
use,  if  not  disturbed;  so  the  mind,  if  not  cultivated, 
will  become  worthless  and  void  of  usefulness.  A 
stream,  in  which  the  water  is  continually  agitated 
and  where  sometimes  the  depths  are  brought  to  the 
top  and  tossed  about,  is  an  apt  picture  of  the 
awakened  mind  when  in  the  habit  of  continually 
being  on  the  alert,  ready  to  seize  some  new  idea 
or  truth,— be  made  pure,  useful  and  upright.  It 
would  be  well  if  we,  too,  would  follow  the  example 
of  one  of  our  great  educators,  Seneca,  who  said 
there  was  not  a  day  in  which  he  did  not  either 
write  something,  or  read  and  epitomize  some  good 
author. 

In  summing  up  the  matter,  there  is  possibly  no 
habit  so  pernicious  in  its  results  as  that  of  idle- 
ness; just  as  the  "love  of  money  is  the  root  of 
all  evil,"  so  is  an  idle  brain  the  "devil's  work- 
shop." If  we  would  determine  to  be  exceedingly 
industrious  each  day,  we  certainly  would  avoid 
corrupting  company,  avoid  temptations  to  evil, 
and  avoid  seasons  of  danger  to  our  character,  and 
then  be  better  prepared  for  our  Master's  controlling 
influence  in  directing  and  moulding  our  lives. 

McPherson,  Katu. 


There  never  was  a  more  utterly  foolish  notion 
11  that  the  physical  universe,  which  is  so  full  of 
thought,  is  not  the  work  of  a  thinker.  In  spite 
if  the  supercilious  contempt  that  has  in  this  gen- 
eration been  cast  on  the  argument  from  design,  the 
n  sense  of  mankind  still  holds  fast  to  its 
validity.  The  abundant  tokens  of  intelligence  in 
this  goodly  frame  of  the  earth  reveal  and  publish 
to  be  ignored  the  ex- 
Giv- 


tn  a  manner  too  impress, v*.   

istence  of  a  universal  Intelligence  behind  it 
en  the  existence  of  the  world  and  man,  a: 
existence  of  God  follows   as   a   natural  sequence 
How  any  man  can   admit  the  one,  and  deny 
other,  passes  our  poor  comprehension." 


and  the 
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A  FAILURE. 

He  cast  his  net  at  morn  where  fishers  toiled, 

At  eve  he  drew  it  empty  to  the  shore; 
He  took  the  diver's  plunge  into  the  sea, 

But  thence  within  his  hand  no  pearl  he  bore. 

He  ran  a  race,  but  never  reached  his  goal; 

He  sped  an  arrow,  but  he  missed  his  aim; 
And  slept  at  last  beneath  a  simple  stone. 

With  no  achievements  carved  about  his  name. 

Men  called  it  failure;  but  for  my  own  part 
I  dare  not  use  that  word,  for  what  if  Heaven 

Shall  question,  ere  its  judgment  shall  be  read, 

Not  "  Hast  thou  won?  "  but  only  "  Hast  thou  striven? 
— Kate  Tucker  Goode. 


•Ow 


OWE  NO  MAN  ANYTHINO. 

BY    J.    F.    NEHER. 
an  anything,  but  to  love  one  another."— Ron 


A  short  time  ago,  in  conversation  with  a  broth- 
er, who,  from  a  small  beginning,  had  grown  quite 
wealthy,  interrogating  him,  as  to  what  he  attributed 
his  success,  he  held  out  his  hands,  intimating  that 
his  success  was  due  to  hard  labor.  I  tried  to  im- 
press him  that  it  was  the  Lord  who  had  so  abund- 
antly blessed  him,  that  he  might  appropriate  the 
same  to  a  good  cause.  There  are  too  many  who 
will  attribute  their  prosperity  to  their  good  judg- 
ment and  management,  forgetting  that  it  is  God  who 
giveth  the  judgment  and  ability.  To  some  he 
irives  more,  to  others  less. 

X  Inspiration  teaches  us  that  the  "  Lord  maketh 
poor  and  maketh  rich."  I  Sam.  2:  7.  "And  unto 
whom  much  is  given  of  him  shall  be  much  requir- 
ed." Luke  12:  48.  What  we  owe  to  man  we 
owe  to  the  Lord.  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to 
the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me."  Matt.  25; 
45.  Jesus  said,  "  Render  therefore  unto  Cesar  the 
things  which  are  Cesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things 
which  are  God's."  To  whom  do  we  owe  the  most? 
God  or  Cesar?  I  trust  no  Christian  would  claim 
that  we  owe  least  to  God.  Then  it  need  be 
no  question  how  much  to  give  to  the  Lord.  If 
Cesar's  claim  is  just,  to  which  all  respond,  I  assert 
that  the  Lord's  claim  is  more  just,  and,  certainly,  as 
much  and  more,  too,  do  we  owe  to  the  Lord  for  the 
advancement  of  his  cause. 

Our  consecration  does  not  only  include  our  bod- 
ies, but  everything  with  which  the  Lord  has 
blessed  us.  It  is  the  Lord  who  gives  to  us  both 
life  and  money,  and  it  is  just  as  displeasing  to  him 
for  us  to  spend,  or  waste  extravagantly,  the  money 
he  gives  us,  as  for  us  to  spend  our  life  in  sin  and 
wickedness,  and  members  should  be  held  amena- 
ble to  the  church  for  the  misuse  of  one  as  well 
as  tor  the  others.  But  does  not  the  church  wink 
at  cases  like  the  following? 

Not  long  since  a  brother  told  me  that  his  house 
cost  him  ten  thousand  dollars,  and,  to  justify  him- 
self for  this  extravagance,  he  said  he  had  the  money 
and  did  not  owe  any  one.  Poor  soul,  he  did  not  re- 
alize that  at  least  eight  thousand  dollars  he  owed 
to  the  Lord  and  his  fellow  men.  The  interest,  at 
six  per  cent,  on  this  amount,  which  was  worse  than 
wasted,  would  support  an  evangelist  in  the  field  all 
the  time  until  the  second  coming  of  Christ.  Then 
think  of  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  souls  that 
by  these  means  might  be  brought  to  Christ,  and 
what  a  credit  in  God's  Book  would  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  that  or  any  other  member  who  will 
properly  appropriate  the  means  that  God  gives 
them.  "  Owe  no  man  anything  but  to  love  one  an- 
other." 


TSIE1   GOSPEL   IMHBSIEirsrO-IHIR,. 

The  deliverance  from  bondage  and  consecration 
of  the  children  of  Israel  is  a  fitting  illustration  of 
the  sinner's  deliverance  from  sin  and  consecration 
to  God.  When  the  plagues  began  to  bear  heavily 
on  Pharaoh,  one  concession  after  another  was  made, 
until  he  said,  "  You  may  all  go,  but  leave  your 
flocks  and  herds."  These  were  the  worldly  posses- 
sions of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  just  as  Pharaoh 
wished  to  retain  them  in  his  kingdom,  so  Satan 
wishes  us  to  spend  our  money  on  worldly  posses- 
sions for  the  gratification  of  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  the 
lust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  and  so  on.  But 
Moses  said,  "  Of  these  the  Lord  will  require  sacri- 
fices, and  we  will  go  with  our  flocks  and  herds,  and 
not  a  hoof  shall  be  left  behind,  and  not  only  did 
the  children  of  Israel  pass  through  the  Red  Sea 
but  all  their  flocks  and  herds  were  baptized  unto 
Moses  in  the  cloud  and  in  the  Sea,  a  complete  con- 
secration was  made  of  all  they  possessed. 

Such  a  consecration  the  Lord  requires  of  every 
child  of  God.  This  calls  to  mind  the  incident  of 
the  Baptist  minister  who  was  about  to  administer 
baptism.  The  applicant  on  entering  the  water  said, 
"  Hold  on,  I  want  to  leave  my  purse  with  some 
one.  I  don't  want  my  money  to  get  wet."  The 
minister  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said,  '  Come  on; 
I  want  to  baptize  you,  money  and  all.  This  was  in- 
tended only  as  a  just  reminder  that  all  he  possessed 
must  be  consecrated  and  brought  into  requisition  in 
serving  the  Lord  and  the  advancement  of  his  cause. 

If  the  injunction,  "  Owe  no  man  anything,"  were 
observed  as  it  should  be,  there  would  be  no 
clamoring  for  protection  against  misfortune.  To 
make  good  providential  losses  is  our  duty,  just 
the  same  as  though  we  had  contracted  them  our- 
selves. Besides,  the  poor  fund,  Tract  fund,  Home 
and  Foreign  Mission  fund  would  all  be  ample  to 
meet  every  demand. 

Anderson,  Ind. 


WHAT  WE  CAN   DO. 


BY   JOSEPH    PENCE. 


We  often  hear  Christian  people  say,  "  How  will- 
ing I  would  be  to  work  for  Christ,  and  for  the  up- 
building of  His  kingdom,  if  I  could  only  find  some- 
thing to  do.  I  am  hemmed  in  on  every  side. 
There  is  no  field  open  for  me  to  work  in." 

It  is  our  object  in  this  article  to  enumerate  at 
least  a  few  of  the  many  things  that  all  can  do,  and 
thus  be  the  means  of  doing  much  good  for  the 
cause  of  Christ. 

We  can  attend  church,  the  Sunday  school,  the 
prayer  meeting,  or  any  other  religious  gathering 
that  has  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  Christian- 
ity. I  fear  many  of  us  fail  to  do  all  we  can  in  this 
direction.  We  may  think  it  a  little  thing  to  stay  at 
home,  because  the  weather  is  too  warm,  or  too  cold, 
or  for  other  causes  of  our  own  making.  But  let  us 
see  whether  it  is  a  small  thing.  Our  ministers  need 
encouragement  in  their  work,  and  in  the  Sunday 
school,  prayer  meeting,  etc.,  we  need  workers  as 
well  as  an  audience.  So,  by  our  presence,  we  may 
be  able  to  do  much  good,  while,  by  staying  away, 
except  for  Providential  hindrances,  we  set  a  bad  ex- 
ample for  those  around  us,  and  use  our  influence  in 
the  wrong  direction. 

We  can  do  little  acts  of  kindness.  We  can  make 
our  own  homes  happier  by  our  acts  of  love  to  other 
members  of  the  family.  We  can  visit  the  sick,  ad- 
minister to  the  wants  of  the  worthy  poor,  and  do 
many  other  acts  that  may  win  souls  to  Christ,  and 
make  us  the  better  for  our  deeds. 

We  can  speak  kindly  to  all.  How  often  do  we 
see  professed  Christians,  when  among  strangers,  all 
smiles  and  kind  words,  but  when  at  home  the  smile 
is  replaced  by  a  frown,  the  kind  words  by  harsh 
and  cruel  ones.  Let  us  be  careful  to  speak  kindly  to 
everybody. 

"A  little  word  in  kindness  spoken, 


We  can  keep  away  from  places  of  worldly  amuse- 
ments, such  as  fairs,  shows,  lawn  parties,  theaters, 
and  all  other  places  that  tend  towards  worldliness. 


s;o 

We  haven't  time  to  go  to  such  places  and  be  Chris- 
tians too. 

We  can  bridle  our  tongues.  "Behold,  how  great 
a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth."  Jas.  3:  5.  "And 
the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity:  so  is  the 
tongue  among  our  members;  that  it  defileth  the 
whole  body,  and  scttcth  on  fire  the  course  of  nature; 
and  it  is  set  on  fire  of  hell."    Jas  3:  6. 

There  is  too  much  gossipping  among  professed 
Christians.  Wc  may  not  mean  any  harm  by  talk- 
ing of  the  faults,  or  failures  of  our  brother  or  neigh- 
bor, but  if  we  consider  the  above  Scripture  we 
will  be  constrained  to  check  our  words.  Let  this 
ever  be  our  motto:  If  we  can  t  find  something  good  to 
say  about  the  absent,  let  us  say  nothing  at  all.  To 
speak  harmful  of  the  absent  is  unkind,  and  no 
Christian  can  afford  to  be  unkind.  We  should  not 
indulge  in  light,  frivolous  conversation.  We  will 
some  day  have  to  answer  for  all  our  words.  Then, 
how  careful  ought  we  to  be  that  our  words  may 
justify  rather  than  condemn  us! 

We  can  keep  from  following  the  world  in  her 
pleasures,  follies,  and  sins.  Wc  must  keep  Christ 
uppermost  in  our  thoughts  and  actions,  and  then  we 
will  not  be  lusting  for  the  things  of  this  world. 
Some  of  us  may  have  our  hearts  set  upon  riches, 
others  on  fashions,  others  on  worldly  amusements. 
This  lusting  of  our  nature  must  be  crucified,  if  we 
would  follow  the  meek  and  lowly  Nazarene. 

We  can  give  of  our  means  to  the  cause  of  Christ. 
We  should  "  give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  us." 
One-tenth  was  required  by  the  Lord  under  the  Mo- 
saic law.  How  many  of  us  give  one-half  of  one- 
tenth  to  His  cause?  When  we  see  the  need  of 
workers  in  so  many  fields,  and  the  lack  of  means  to 
send  them,  how  can  we  rest  in  ease  and  comfort, 
surrounded  by  wealth,  and  give  only  a  mere  pit- 
tance, if  any,  to  help  send  the  Gospel  to  starv- 
ing souls!  We  need  workers  in  foreign  fields,  and 
workers  at  home.  Churchhouses  must  be  built. 
How  can  all  this  be  done,  unless  we  are  willing  to 
give  the  Lord  his  rightful  portion!  It  is  all  his 
any  way.     He   has   only   loaned   it   to   us.     Then, 

aWould    we  vias.  it  In  tWs.    me.^.u.r  many  rlr>?       If    each 

one  would  give  God  his  due  portion,  His  kingdom 
would  be  enlarged  more  and  more,  and  the  giver  be 
blessed  abundantly. 

We  can  be  loyal  to  the  church.  This  means  a 
great  deal  more  than  many  of  us  at  first,  think.  To 
be  loyal  we  must  give  her  our  support,  and  help  in 
all  possible  ways.  Often  the  church  agrees  upon 
certain  rules  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Word,  and  we  fail  to  see  the  importance  of  observ- 
ing them.  God  has  given  his  church  the  power  to 
enforce  all  Gospel  rules,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
faithful  members  to  live  up  to  the  rules  agreed  upon 
by  the  church  so  long  as  they  are  in  harmony  with 
the  Gospel.  So  let  us  lay  aside  our  own  individual 
preferences,  and,  in  the  spirit  of  love,  show  our  loy- 
alty to  the  church  and  to  God  by  our  obedience, 
and  our  help  to  maintain  the  principles  of  truth  de- 
livered to  the  saints. 

Meyerhoeffer"  s  Store,  Va. 


Ready  to  Die.— When  Dr.  Duff,  the  great  Scotch 
missionary,  came  home  after  his  life  work  in  India, 
a  crowded  meeting  was  held  in  Edinburgh  to  hear 
him  on  the  claims  of  India  upon  the  Christian 
church.  For  two  hours  and  a  half  the  old  man 
went  on,  holding  the  audience  by  his  eloquence. 
Then  he  fainted,  and  was  carried  out  of  the  hall. 
Presently  he  came  to  and  asked:  "Where  was  I? 
What  was  I  doing?"  In  a  moment  memory  re- 
turned, and  he  said,  "Take  me  back;  I  must  finish 
my  speech."  "You  will  kill  yourself  if  you  do," 
said  his  friends.  "  I  shall  die  if  I  don't,"  exclaimed 
the  old  man.  They  took  him  back.  The  whole 
meeting  rose,  many  in  tears.  His  strength  failed 
and  he  could  not  rise;  but  gathering  himself  up  for 
one  final  effort  he  said:  "  Fathers  of  Scotland!  have 
you  any  more  sons  for  India?  I  have  spent  my 
life  there,  and  my  life  is  gone;  but  if  there  are  no 
more  young  men  to  go,  I  will  go  back  myself,  and 
lay  my  bones  there,  that  the  people  may  know  there 
is  one  man  in  Christian  Britain  ready  to  die  for 
India. — Christian  Oracle. 
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The  series  of  meetings  on  the  Annual  Meeting 
grounds  at  Ottawa,  Kans  ,  will  commence  May  16, 
instead  of  the  26th,  as  stated  by  mistake  last  week. 

'  Bro.  Fekcken  writes  that  three  more  have  been 
baptized  in  the  church  at  Smyrna, — a  mother  and 
her  two   daughters.      This    makes  nine    additions 

during  the  year.    

^Bv  direction  of  the  Mission  Board  of  Southern 
Illinois,  Bro.  B.  E.  Kesler  goes  from  Cornell,  111., 
to  Litchfield,  same  State.  His  correspondents  will 
make  a  note  of  the  change. 


,;'  Those  wishing  further  information  concerning 
rates  to  the  Annual  Meeting  will  see  the  railroad 
advertisements  in  this  issue.  Keep  an  eye  on  these 
advertisements  from  week  to  week. 


S3r7~When  changing  your  address,  please  Rive  ynur  former  as  well  as  your 
luture  address  In  full,  so  (is  !o  avoid  delay  .md  misunderstanding. 

BT*Do  not  send  personal  checks  or  droits  on  interior  banks,  unless  you 
send  with  ttiem  25  ceuls  each  to  pay  for  collection. 

^"Remittances  should  he  made  by  Post-office  Money  Order,  Drafts 
New  York.  Philadelphia  or  Chicago,  or  Registered  Letters,  made  payablt 
and  addressed  to  "Br    ' 


A  brother,  writing  from  the  West,  says,  "There 
so  much  to  do  and  so  few  to  do  it."     This  is  cor- 
rect, and  it  will  always  be  that  way.    The  true  la- 
borers are  always  few.     Then,  how  important  it  is 
that  the  few  should  work  most  earnestly! 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  Maya,  1806. 


Bro.  Eli  Yourtee  will  represent  Western  Mary- 
land on  the  Standing  Committee. 


Bro.  J.  G.  Royek  is  spending  ; 
churches  in  Eastern  Pennsylvani 


Bro.  M.  A.  Eisenhour,  of  Inwood,  Ind  ,  change; 
his  address  to  Grand  Harbor,  N.  Dakota. 


The  Brethren  at  Cushing,  Okla.,  think  of  build- 
ing a  meetinghouse  the  coming  fall,  so  writes  Bro. 
A.  W.  Austin.        

Bro.  David  Lytle  announces  his  address 
changed  from  Townwood.  Ohio,  tn  Deshler.  Henry 
Co.,  same  State. 


Sister  Gish  writes  us  that  her  husband,  Eld.  Jas. 
R.  Gish,  is  growing  weaker.  He  is  now  too  weak 
to  talk  with  any  satisfaction. 

A  church  has  been  organized  at  Fruitdale,  Ala- 
bama. The  outlook  for  a  good  congregation  at 
that  place  is  thought  to  be  promising. 


Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  closed  his  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  City  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  with  twenty-five 
accessions,  and  one  yet  to  be  baptized. 

Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker  will  represent  South- 
ern Indiana  on  the  Standing  Committee.  The  Dis- 
trict sends  two  papers  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 

We  are  informed  that  the  love  feast  announced 
for  the  Sam's  Creek  church,  Md.,  will  not  occur 
until  fall.  The  date  previously  given,  therefore, 
is  incorrect. 

Bro.  John  Wise  has  been  selected  to  represent 
Southwestern  Kansas,  Southern  Colorado  and  Ok- 
lahoma on  the  Standing  Committee.  Three  papers 
go  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 


We  are  arranging  to  publish  a  Full  Report  of 
the  Annual  Meeting,  and  have  engaged  our  old 
friend,  James  Abbott,  to  make  the  Report.  We 
can  commence  booking  orders  at  any  time.  Price, 
25  cents.  Per  dozen,  S2.50.  Those  desiring  the 
Report  will  do  us  a  favor  by  sending  in  their  or- 
ders early. 

Writing  from  Double  Pipe  Creek,  Md.,  Bro. 
Jesse  P.  Weybright  says:  "We  have  organized  a 
Sunday  school  in  the  Rocky  Ridge  meetinghouse, 
it  being  the  first  attempt  since  Eld.  D.  P.  Saylor 
held  one  there  thirty-five  years  ago."  It  may  be 
encouraging  to  some  of  our  Sunday  school  workers 
to  learn  that  not  a  few  of  our  most  earnest  and 
best  preachers  favored  these  schools,  and  often 
took  part  in  them. 


Now  and  then  a  man  seems  to  think  that  he 
confers  a  great  favor  on  the  church  when  he  be- 
comes a  member  of  it.  Such  persons  deceive 
themselves.  They  need  the  help  of  the  church 
far  more  than  the  church  needs  their  help. 


The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
meet  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  on  May  18.  Business  in- 
tended for  that  meeting  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Committee  at  Mt.  Morris,  so  as  to  reach  its  office 
not  later  than  May  14;  after  that  at  Ottawa,  care  of 
A.  M.  Box.  

We  close  our  work  on  this  issue  late  Monday  ev- 
ing,  and  start  to  Waddam's  Grove  to  attend  the 
District  Meeting  of  Northern  Illinois  and  Wiscon- 
sin, which  is  held  on  Wednesday,  the  day  we  go 
to  press  with  the  last  side  of  the  paper.  Next 
week  we  hope  to  have  something  to   say  concern- 

g  the  meetings. 


Those  having  means  for  the  suffering  Armenians 
should  send  it  to  Brown  Brothers,  59  Wall  St., 
New  York.  They  are  responsible  parties,  and  will 
forward  all  money  they  receive  to  agents  who  will 
distribute  it  where  it  is  most  needed.  We  caution 
our  readers  against  giving  money  to  strangers  for 
this  or  any  other  purpose. 


Last  March  D.  B.  Ray  delivered  a  series  of  dis- 
courses in  Liberty,  Nebr.,  and,  on  one  occasion, 
ventured  to  state  that  the  Baptist  church  was  the 
only  church  that  could  be  traced  to  the  apostles. 
He  knows,  or  should  have  known,  that  all  of  the 
ancient  churches,  through  which  he  presumes  to 
trace  his  succession,  invariably  practiced  trine  im- 
mersion. Confine  him  to  backward  single  immer- 
sion and  he  cannot  trace  the  Baptist  church  back 
four  hundred  years. 


The  clerks  of  the  District  Meetings  should  not 
fail  to  send  us  copies  of  the  queries  intended  for 
the  Annual  Meeting.  All  of  these  queries  should 
reach  us  by  May  12,  so  we  c»n  arrange  them,  and 
have  them  printed  and  ready  for  use  by  the  dele- 
gates at  the  Conference.  We  prefer  the  printed 
Minutes,  with  the  queries  marked,  but  if  we  cannot 
have  them,  send  us  a  copy  of  the  queries.  Also 
send  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Standing 
Committee.  This  should  be  done  soon,  as  the 
time  is  short. 

One  of  our  exchanges  states  that  a  heathen 
woman,  being  thoroughly  convicted,  wanted  to  be 
baptized.  After  the  usual  examination  she  was 
asked  if  she  would  give  up  her  jewelry  for  Christ. 
The  heathen  are  fond  of  jewelry,  and  this  woman 
was  no  exception.  She  looked  again  and  again 
at  her  necklace,  then  with  a  sweet  smile,  took  it 
off,  saying,  "  I  love  Christ  more  than  this." 

"  Can  a  jeweled  hand  lift  the  cross  on  high?  " 

The  voice  of  my  friend  was  grave. 
"  Can  the  slender  wrist  that  is  weighted  so 
Raise  over  the  ranks  of  sin  and  woe 
The  sign  which  alone  can  save? " 


Bro.  Ed.  A.  Markey,  of  Warrensburg/Mtj 
a  few  days   in   the    Mount   last   week. '  We'  1^"' 
that  he  spent   last   Sunday  with   the   Brethren3™ 
Chicago.  

Once  upon  a  time  one  of  our  ministers,  on  en 
tering  the  meetinghouse  where  Sunday  school 
work  was  going  on,  took  a  back  seat.  At  the 
close,  the  brother  in  charge,  walked  to  him,  laid  h' 
hand  on  the  minister's  shoulder,  and  said,  "  Broth 
er,  come  forward  and  close  the  services  wjti| 
prayer."  He  was  given  no  time  to  excuse  himself 
He  obeyed  meekly.  It  cured  him.  He  said  h 
would  never  take  a  back  seat  again.  Beware  of 
back  seats. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  thousands  of  our  people 
are  preparing  to  attend  the  coming  Annual  Meet- 
ing at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  commencing  May  26.  The 
social  feature  of  these  meetings  will  be  found  help, 
ful  to  even  the  most  devout  saint.  At  these  annual 
gatherings  we  become  acquainted  with  each  oth- 
er, and  form  attachments  that  make  life  only  the 
more  pleasant.  The  money  spent  attending  such 
places  is  not  wanted  provided  the  time  is  well  util- 
ized in  gathering  food  for  the  spiritual  man.  Let 
us  go  up  to  this  Pentecostal  gathering,  feeling  that 
God  will  be  with  us  and  will  direct  the  movements 
of  those  who  confide  in  him. 


A  sister,  writing  to  the  office,  wishes  to  know 
what  we  think  about  the  heathen,  who  have  never 
seen  the  Bible,  or  heard  the  Gospel  preached,  be- 
ing saved  without  the  Gospel.  Not  a  few  people 
are  puzzled  over  this  question,  and  yet  the  Savior 
solved  the  problem  when  he  told  his  disciples  to  go 
into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature.  However,  we  have  this  to  say:  In  the 
judgment  it  will  be  more  tolerable  for  the  heathen 
than  for  thousands  of  professing  Christians  who 
are  discouraging  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
among  all  nations.  The  Savior  did  not  encourage 
the  apostles  to  puzzle  their  brains  concerning  the 
possibility  of  the  heathen  being  saved,  but  told 
them  to  go  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  each  of  them.  This  is  the  only  way  to  settK 
the  question,  and  no  devout  Christian  should  fail 
to  do  his  part. 

Last  fall  sister  Lutz,  wife  of  Bro.  Abram  H. 
Lutz,  of  Waddam's  Grove,  111.,  passed  from  this 
world  to  her  reward  above.  She  was  a  saintly 
woman,  and  left  behind  her  a  record  worthy  of  ad- 
miration and  imitation.  Just  before  her  departure 
she  told  her  husband  that  for  her  he  should  pay  to 
the  Messenger  office  the  sum  of  S25,  the  interest 
of  which  should  be  used  tor  sending  the  Messenger 
to  the  poor.  This  sum  has  been  paid  to  us,  and  is 
now  out  on  interest,  and  will  be  kept  invested  for 
the  purpose  designated  by  the  sister.  While  the 
sum  is  not  large  it  will  nevertheless  do  good,  and 
may  be  the  means  of  prompting  others  to  add  to  it 
until  it  becomes  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  sending  the  paper  to  hundreds  of  the 
poor.  Though  our  sister  is  dead,  the  $25  she  has 
left  in  our  keeping,  will,  to  her  credit,  continue  to 
tell  the  story  of  the  cross  for  many  years  to  come. 


Speaking  concerning  the  use  of  the  term  "  Breth- 
ren," a  writer  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Chicago  Post, 
says:  "  Referring  to  your  reply  to  a  correspondent 
in  issue  of  the  17th  inst.,  who  inquired  after  'a 
class  of  religious  people  in  Chicago  who  call  them- 
selves Brethren,'  it  may  be  of  interest  to  your  cor- 
respondent to  know  there  are  several  gatherings  of 
'  Brethren  '  in  Chicago.  The  largest  society  holds 
meetings  Sunday  morning  and  evening  and 
Wednesday  evenings  in  the  building  northwest 
corner  of  State  and  Washington  streets.  Another 
holds  services  Sunday  morning  and  evening  and  a 
meeting  for  Bible  reading  Tuesday  evening  of  each 
week  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Lakeside  Building. 
These  people  do  not  like  to  be  classed  among  the 
'  sects '  and  seek  to  avoid  all  publicity  of  that 
character.  They  are  sometimes  called  'Plymouth 
Brethren.' "  Our  own  Brethren  worship  at  183 
Hastings  Street,  where  we  have  a  neat  little  church 
edifice,  Services  are  held  each  Sunday  morning 
aftd  evening, 


May 
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Bbo.  P-  f-  Cupp,  of  Bills,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa., 
who  has  been  in  ill  health  for  some  time,  earnestly 
craves  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  in  his  behalf, 
fjis  condition  is  exceedingly  critical. 

Last  year  the  Annual  Meeting  decided  that  here- 
after the  Standing  Committee  shall  meet  at  8 
o'clock  A.  M.,  on  Thursday  before  the  opening  of 
the  Conference.  According  to  this  the  Standing 
Committee  will  this  year  meet  on  the  morning  of 
May  21.  It  was  further  decided  that  all  papers 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  as  early 
a5  possible,  and,  furthermore,  that  the  Committee 
shall  be  under  no  obligations  to  receive  any  papers 
after  the  close  of  the  forenoon  session  on  Monday. 
Of  course  this  includes  petitions  and  calls  for  com- 
mittees of  every  class  pertaining  to  the  regular 
work  of  the  Committee.  We  suggest  that  those 
who  intend  to  call  for  committees  have  their  papers 
in  the  hands  of  the  Standing  Committee  early  on 
Saturday  morning.  This  will  be  very  helpful  to 
them  in  their  work. 


Some  of  the  Disciples  are  saying  some  interest- 
ing things  in  the  Christian  Standard  concerning  the 
validity  of  trine  immersion.  When  they  get 
through  we  may  make  a  few  remarks.  But  for  the 
present  we  quote  the  following,  which  appears  in 
the  Standard  for  April  25,  over  the  signature  of  J. 
H.  Lacey,  of  Laporte,  Ind.     He  says: 


fellowship, 


:  do 


We  receive  the  German  Baptis 
not  practice  his  form  of  baptism.  Our  action  in  receiving 
such  says  that  trine  immersion  is  Christian  baptism,  and  in 
refusing  to  practice  it  we  declare  it  to  be  a  man-made  institu- 
tion. Some  time  ago,  in  a  meeting  held  by  the  writer,  a  Dun- 
kard  lady  asked,  through  the  query  box,  if  we  did  not  do 
wrong  in  receiving  trine  immersionists  without  baptizing 
them  again.  I  replied  that  I  do  not  receive  such.  If  they  are 
accepted  by  the  congregation,  *'.  c,  without  submitting  to  the 
"  one  baptism  "of  the  New  Testament,  it  would  be  done  over 
my  protest.  A  deacon  in  that  church,  received  years  ago  up- 
on his  Dunkard  baptism,  was  much  exercised  over  the  matter, 
and  said:  "Is  there  no  order  in  the  church?"  I  answered, 
No,  not  at  this  point.  We  say  yes,  and  we  say  no;  we  believe 
it,  and  we  don't  beHeve  it.  How  curious!  There  is  evidently 
airing  inconsistency  about  it.  Will  some  preacher  among 
»sfy-ho  believes  it  right  to  receive  the  trine  immersionist, 
please  show  Scriptural  authority  for  so  doing? 

In  order  to  help  matters  along  a  little,'  we  state 
that  in  the  Standard  of  Dec.  6,  1873,  Isaac  Errett 
wrote:  "Our  opinion  is  that  it  (trine  immersion) 
ou<'ht  to  be  recognized  as  valid,  .  .  .  because 
it  is  immersion  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Here  Mr.  Er- 
rett not  only  says  that  it  ought  to  be  recognized  as 
valid,  but  gives  his  reason  for  so  stating. 


TO  ANNUAL  MEET1NQ. 


We  had  a  pleasant  call  last  week,  from  S.  H. 
Thompson,  Central  Pass.  Agt.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and 
J.  P.  McCann,  Trav.  Agt.,  391  Broadway,  New  York, 
both  in  the  interests  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Rail- 
Way.  They  are  arranging  to  take  delegations  of 
our  people  in  the  East,  to  Annual  Meeting  on 
through  cars,  so  that  there  need  be  no  change. 
From  St.  Louis,  the  eastern  gate  of  the  Missouri 
Pacific  Road,  chair  cars  will  be  provided  free  of 
charge,  and  run  directly  to  the  grounds.  Eastern 
delegation,  under  charge  of  Eld.  S.  R.  Zug,  will 
leave  Harrisburg  on  morning  of  May  21.  This 
delegation  can  be  joined  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  at  10:  45 
A.  M,  arrives  at  St.  Louis  on  evening  of  22nd;  at 
Annual  Meeting  grounds,  noon  of  the  23rd.  There 
will  also  be  delegations  over  the  B.  &  O.  road,  at  the 
same  time,  to  meet  at  St.  Louis,— one  in  charge  of 
Eld.  C.  G.  Lint,  of  Meyersdale,  and  others  from 
the  South.  These  companies  are  arranging  for 
one  fare  for  the  round  trip,  and  are  doing  all  they 
can  to  accommodate  our  people  and  give  them  a 
pleasant  trip  to  Annual  Meeting.  H.  B.  B. 


MORE  DEVELOPMENT. 

Every  now  and  then  some  one  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  becomes  his  bounden  duty  to 
urge  a  reformation  in  the  Brotherhood,    He  talks, 


preaches,  and  writes  reformation,  and  finally  re- 
gards himself  as  a  reformer.  Our  Brotherhood 
needs  a  good  deal  just  now,  but  we  are  not  needing 
reformers.  And,  by  the  way,  good  reformers  are 
few  and  far  between.  The  world  has  need  of  but 
few,  and  they  should  be  the  very  best.  Martin 
Luther,  as  a  reformer,  was  a  power,  but  he  was  not 
always  wise.  Alexander  Mack  possessed  far  less 
force,  but  wisdom  characterized  all  his  movements. 
He  and  his  co-laborers  set  on  foot  the  grand  re- 
formatory movement,  since  kept  in  motion  by  the 
Brethren  church.  In  the  very  beginning  they 
adopted  the  Bible  as  their  only  rule  of  faith  and 
practice.  No  wiser  thing  was  ever  done  by  a  set 
of  reformers.  What  that  book  demanded  of  them 
they  fully  resolved  to  do.  Wherein  the  Book  gave 
liberty  they  did  the  same.  To  us  they  have  trans- 
mitted the  same  code  of  authority,  and  also  the 
Minutes  of  some  of  their  conferences  that  we 
might  see  how  they  viewed  this,  that,  and  the  oth- 
er question.  Thus  the  work  has  continued  to  this 
day. 

Do  we  want  to  reform  this  reformatory  move- 
ment? The  Messenger  says  not.  We  are  not  need- 
ng  a  reformer,  but  we  are  needing  men  and  women 
by  the  hundreds  who  can  help  to  develop  the  church. 
Our  principles  are  all  right.  The  church  policy  is 
sound.  Our  Gospel  standard  is  just  the  thing. 
The  doctrine  of  the  church  is  in  perfect  accord 
with  the  Scriptures.  Our  platform  is  the  best  in 
the  world.  There  is  nothing  here  to  be  formed 
anew;  hence  we  repeat,  there  is  no  need  of  a  re- 
former. But  men  who  will  help  develop  the 
church  can  find  plenty  to  do  in  any  locality.  And, 
by  the  way,  we  need  developing  all  along  the  lines 
referred  to.  While  our  doctrine  is  sound,  and  our 
claims  up  to  the  Gospel  standard,  our  practice,  in 
not  a  few  instances,  is  far  below.  Our  religious 
constitution  is  without  an  equal,  while  our  capacity 
for  doing  good  is  wonderful,  but  we  need  develop- 
ment. 

Our  preachers  need  to  be  brought  up  to  a  higher 
standard  of  living,  as  well  as  to  a  greater  degree  of 
proficiency.  They  need  to  be  more  thoroughly 
skilled  in  the  use  of  the  Word.  They  have  the 
mental  strength,  but  it  needs  developing.  There  is 
a  mighty  work  to  be  done  among  our  elders.  They 
should  be  men  of  greater  activity,  as  well  as  un- 
questionable loyalty.  And  v/hat  is  here  said  of  the 
preachers  and  elders  will  apply  with  equal  force  to 
the  deacon.  Then,  there  is  a  wonderful  work 
among  the  laity  awaiting  the  attention  and  efforts 
of  willing  teachers.  Our  sisters  are  capable  of  ex- 
erting a  mighty  influence  for  good  in  the  world. 
They  need  to  be  developed.  Then,  what  an  army 
of  young  people  we  have!  Here  is  work  for  hun- 
dreds of  wise  and  skillful  trainers.  The  rising  gen- 
eration must  be  developed  for  the  Lord.  Also, 
what  of  the  thousands  of  small  children,  the  most 
of  whom  have  not  yet  learned  the  ways  of  sin! 
Think  of  our  Sunday  schools  and  Sunday  school 
workers  that  need  to  be  trained  and  developed. 
Churches  need  to  be  trained  and  developed,  for 
not  half  of  them  are  doing  one-fourth  the  amount 
of  good  they  might  accomplish.  Add  to.  this  al- 
ready long  list  our  prayer-meetings,  our  Ministeri- 
al Meetings,  our  District  and  Annual  Meetings, 
our  missionaries  at  home  and  abroad,  our  Mission 
Boards,  etc. 

Have  we  time  to  stop  and  talk  about  a  reforma- 
tion? Certainly  not.  Our  most  earnest  attention 
must  be  given  to  developing  that  which  we  have, 
and  if  we  do  this,  and  do  it  well,  it  will  give  em- 
ployment to  every  earnest  worker  among  us.  Let 
us  therefore  look  around,  not  with  a  view  of  re- 
forming the  church,  but  with  a  view  of  developing 
her  and  all  her  resources.  By  so  doing  we  will 
make  her  a  power  in  the  world  for  good,  a  power 
that  may  be  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

J,  H.  H, 


EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

No.  18 — Peculiar  Customs Inquisitions.     Money. 

Wages.—  Personal. 

We  might  write  letter  after  letter,  giving  our 
readers  one  each  week  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
descriptive  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  people  of  In- 
dia, but  this  one  and  another  must  suffice  lest  we 
trespass  upon  the  patience  and  good  nature  of  the 
Messenger  family.  The  great  interest  we  take  in 
the  people  must  be  our  excuse,  if  excuse  is  needed, 
for  what  has  been  already  written. 

Both  in  thought  and  action  the  Oriental  differs 
radically  from  us  Westerners,  and  these  differences 
are  not,  on  his  part,  the  result  of  accident  but  are 
deeply  wrought  into  the  very  life  and  nature  of  the 
people  by  custom  and  tradition  thirty  centuries 
old.  Those  over-sanguine  people  who  come  to  In- 
dia with  a  fixed  determination,  to  change  the  pres- 
ent status  in  a  few  months  or  years,  will,  if  their 
lives  be  prolonged,  grow  grey  and  depart  in  ripe 
old  age  and  see  the  Orient  as  it  was  when  they 
came.     Verily  the  Oriental  changes  not  hastily. 

To  us  it  seems  as  if  the  Eastern  people  were  do- 
ing everything  backward.  To  them,  however,  it  no 
doubt  seems  that  we  are  the  ones  who  do  things 
the  wrong  way.  Upon  entering  a  house,  if  they 
wear  shoes  at  all  they  take  them  off  and  keep  their 
heads  covered.  We  keep  our  shoes  on  our  feet  and 
consider  it  impolite  to  enter  the  house  without 
oving  our  hats.  Why?  Simply  because  cus- 
tom says  we  shall  do  so.  And  is  our  custom  better 
than  theirs?  They  carry  no  dirt  into  your  house  on 
their  shoes.  But  the  differences  are  legion.  "Their 
saws  have  the  teeth  set  towards  the  handle,  and  the 
carpenter  pulls  it  towards  him;  their  screws  turn 
the  wrong  way;  their  writing  begins  at  the  wrong 
end;  they  beckon  with  their  fingers  downward;  and, 
strangest  of  all,  if  a  man  wishes  to  spite  his  enemy 
he  occasionally  does  so  by  hurting  himself."  This 
last  method  is  so  novel,  and  would  be,  in  our  judg- 
ment, such  a  good  thing  for  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  be  quarrelsome  at  home  that  we  venture 
to  recommend  that  it  be  given  a  trial. 

Another  peculiarity  of  the  native  is  his  innate 
curiosity.  At  home  there  is  a  common  saying 
that  a  woman's  curiosity  is  only  limited  by  her 
ability  to  find  things  out.  Here  the  men  excel  the 
women  in  this  trait,  and,  perhaps,  if  the  truth  were 
known,  the  same  statement  would  fit  among  our- 
selves. This  peculiarity  is  apparent  on  every  hand. 
When  at  Bulsar,  Bro.  Stover  and  the  writer  walked 
about  the  town  and  country  frequently.  Upon 
meeting  an  acquaintance,  after  the  usual  greet- 
ings had  been  exchanged,  the  following  questions 
always  followed:  "  Where  are  you  going?  What 
are  you  going  for?  "  or  "  Where  have  you  been 
and  what  did  you  go  there  for? "  Among  the 
house  servants  who  are  always  men,  the  secrets  of 
your  home  are  known.  What  you  eat,  what  you 
do,  how  you  talk  to  your  wife  and  children,  if  you 
are  blessed  with  wife  and  children,  is  the  common 
property  of  the  neighborhood.  Pool  says  "  that 
the  servants  will  obtain  keys  to  open  drawers  and 
desks  when  the  master's  back  is  turned,  and  will 
count  money  and  read  any  correspondence  they 
find,  if  they  can.  I  have  known  a  packet  of  love- 
letters  to  disappear  for  a  few  days,  and  then  be 
brought  back  again.  In  all  probability  the  pre- 
cious parcel  was  placed  for  a  while  in  the  hands  of 
some  one  who  could  read  English,  and  who,  for  a 
consideration,  would  tell  the  inquisitive  servant 
what  the  contents  were."  At  one  of  the  hotels  we 
noticed  an  officer's  servant  carefully  examining  the 
contents  of  his  master's  trunk,  looking  over  pa- 
pers, letters,  etc.  Of  course  the  officer  was  absent. 
A  native,  writing  of  this  peculiarity,  says:  "I 
have  observed  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
Hindus  and  Europeans  in  this  respect.  An  Eng- 
lishman is  offended,  if  you  ask  him  where  he  is  go-. 
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ing,  where  he  has  come  from,  his  object  in  coming, 
his  profession,  the  amount  of  his  salary  and  the 
like;  whereas  a  Hindu  regards  such  inquiries  as  an 
indication  of  polite  and  kindly  interest  in  him.  He 
will  answer  freely,  though  not  always  truthfully,  all 
queries,  and  will,  by  magnifying  his  salary  seek  to 
give  you  a  high  opinion  of  his  importance."  May 
it  not  be  barely  possible  that  while  the  Hindu  is 
too  inquisitive  we  have  gone  to  the  other  extreme 
and  do  not  take  kindly  and  polite  interest  enough 
in  each  other's  affairs. 

The  peculiar  methods  of  doing  work  in  India  are 
also  a  source  of  interest.  Labor  is  cheap  because 
the  supply  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  demand.  We 
have  seen  hundreds  of  men  slowly  and  laborious- 
ly sawing  great  logs  into  boards  by  hand.  A  long 
saw,  a  platform  on  which  the  log  is  laid,  one  man 
above,  another  below  to  pull  and  push  the  saw,  and 
you  have  an  Indian  saw-mill.  In  Bombay  we  saw 
the  harness-makers  holding  the  leather  firmly  be- 
tween the  soles  of  their  feet  while  with  their  hands 
they  did  the  stitching.  The  carpenter,  in  like  man- 
ner, uses  his  feet  as  a  kind  of  a  vise  while  he 
makes  the  mortise. 

By  the  side  of  our  hotel  at  Colembo,  where  we 
are  now  writing,  a  building  is  in  course  of  construc- 
tion. We  have  watched  with  interest  the  people  at 
work.  The  bricklayer  sits  down,  as  described  in  a 
previous  letter,  at  his  work,  the  mortar*  and  brick 
are  carried  to  him  by  women  who  bear  their  bur- 
dens on  top  of  the  head,  one  of  them  carrying  four- 
teen large-sized  bricks  at  one  time.  Here  are  a 
number  of  men  and  women  digging  a  foundation. 
The  men  have  heavy,  broad  hoes  with  which  they 
loosen  the  earth  and  throw  it  out  of  the  trench. 
Others,  with  similar  hoes,  scrape  it  into  the  conical 
shaped  baskets,  each  holding  about  a  half  bushel. 


Then   the 


arry  it   away 


the 


heads 


When  the  excavation  becomes  too  deep  for  the 
workmen   to   throw  the  earth  out  with  hoes  it  is 

3«ipci     intj*     UakciS      and     lltted      uul     \jy      being 

handed  from  one  workman  to  another  until  the  top 
is  reached.  Shovels  are  not  used  and  wheelbarrows 
are  unknown.  And  it  was  a  surprise  to  us  to  see 
how  much  they  accomplished  in  their  way  of  work- 


And  this  brings  us  to  consic 
wages  paid  for  labor  in  India, 
about  their  money.  The  silvei 
to  be  worth  fifty  cents,  is  the  u 
divided  into  sixteen  an: 
these  again  into  twelv 


r  the  amount  of 
But  first  a  word 
rupee,  supposed 
it  of  value.  It  is 
these  into  four  pice  and 
The  cowry  shell  also 


circulates,  as  many  as  fifty-six  of  them  being  val- 
ued at  one  pice,  or  say  one-fourth  of  one  cent. 
The  rupee,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  bears 
the  government  stamp  and,  when  at  par,  is  worth 
fifty  cents,  is  in  fact  only  worth  the  market  value 
of  the  silver  it  contains.  When  we  landed  at  Bom- 
bay we  received  on  our  bills  of  exchange  rupees  at 
the  rate  of  28K  cents  each.  It  was  like  buying  half 
dollar  pieces  for  28J4  cents.  This  depreciation  in 
the  unit  of  value  bears  heavily  on  all  who  work  for 
wages.  Wages  remain  the  same  while  the  purchas- 
ing power  of  the  money  they  get  grows  less. 
That  we  may  readily  calculate  the  amount  of  wages 
received  we  place  the  rupee  at  30  cents  and  the 
anna  at  two  cents,  which  is  a  little  more  than  their 
real  value. 

At  Cawnpore  Mr.  Bend,  a  large  manufacturer 
whom  we  met  at  Jerusalem,  and  at  whose  home  in 
India  we  made  a  very  pleasant  visit,  told  us  that  he 
paid  his  head  carpenter  fifteen  rupees,  and  those 
who  worked  under  the  foreman  ten  rupees  per 
month.  In  Illinois,  we  paid  as  much  per  day,  a  few 
years  ago,  to  the  carpenters  who  put  up  a  small 
building  for  us.  For  ordinary  labor  he  paid  from 
six  to  eight  rupees  per  month  while  field  men  re- 
ceived two  annas  per  day. 

The  superintendent  of  one  of  the  large  tea  farms 
in  Bengal,  whom  we  met  on  our  way  to    Darjeel- 


ing,  gave  us  the  following  rate  of  wages  paid  to 
workmen  in  the  cultivation  of  tea.  Men  six  to 
eight  rupees  per  month,  women  four  to  six  and 
children  two  to  three  rupees  per  month.  Of  course 
it  must  be  understood  that  in  all  these  cases  the 
workmen  find  their  own  food  and  keep  themselves. 
Oi  the  railways,  native  engineers  receive  from 
twelve  to  twenty-five  rupees  per  month.  At  home 
we  have  heard  of  engineers  receiving  from  seven- 
ty-five to  one  hundred  dollars  per  month,  and 
then  striking  for  higher  wages.  The  trackman 
gets  six  to  ten  rupees  per  month  and  feels  that  he 
is  doing  remarkably  well. 

How  laborers  can  live  on  such  wages  is  a  mys- 
tery, but  they  succeed  in  doing  it  and  look  as  if 
they  were  well  fed,  and  appear  to  be  happy. 
Their  clothing  costs  but  a  trifle.  They  don't 
spend  their  substance  for  whisky  and  beer.  They 
don't  waste  their  money  in  riotous  living;  and 
their  wants  are  few  and  easily  supplied.  Some 
writer  has  said  happiness  consists  in  having  but 
few  wants.  If  this  be  a  correct  test,  then  the 
working  people  of  India  must  be  happy,  for  their 
wants  are  very  few  indeed. 

For  the  social  economist  this  cheap  labor  pre- 
sents an  important  problem,  especially  since  it  is 
more  than  likely  to  come  into  active  competition 
with  our  labor  at  home.  Already  its  effect  is  being 
felt  in  Europe,  and  the  British  Government  has 
raised  a  storm  of  indignation  in  India,  by  taxing 
cotton  cloth  that  is  produced  here,  so  that  the 
product  of  Lancashire  looms  may  be  protected. 
It  is  not  our  province  to  enter  into  this  question 
but  it  will  be  well  for  our  workmen  at  home  to 
learn  habits  of  economy,  and  to  save  their  money 
against  the  day  when  competition  with  this  cheap 
labor  comes,  for  sooner  or  later  it  will  come.  We 
close  this  letter  with  some  matters 

PERSONAL. 
At  thU  writting,  Feb.  20,  we  are   at   Colembo,   on 
the  island  "made  famous   by   Bishop   Heber's  mis- 
century 


day,  but  we  escaped  without  harm. 


•  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY 


DOST  THOU  QO  ? 


sionary   hymn,  written   three-fourth 
ago,  in  which  these  lines  occur, 

"What  though  the  spicy  breezes 
Blow  soft  o'er  Ceylon's  Isle." 

It  is  probably  the  Land  of  Ophir  of  the  Bible. 
But  more  of  this  at  another  time.  When  this  let- 
ter reaches  our  readers,  through  the  Messenger,  we 
shall  be,  the  Lord  willing,  sailing  over  the  Pacific 
Ocean  for  Honolulu  and  San  Francisco.  We  hope 
to  land  at  the  latter  port  about  the  middle  of  May, 
and,  if  all  goes  well  with  us,  reach  Ottawa,  Kansas, 
in  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  General  Mission- 
ary Committee,  May  21.  We  had  desired  to  reach 
the  United  States  a  few  weeks  earlier  and  spend 
some  time  in  California  and  Kansas  before  the 
Conference,  but  the  sailing  of  the  ships  on  the  va- 
rious lines  prevented  this. 

The  separation  from  our  dear  ones  in  India  was 
trying  for  us  all;  but  we  commended  each  other 
to  the  keeping  of  the  Lord,  and,  trusting  in  him 
they  go  on  with  their  self-sacrificing  life  and  work 
in  India,  and  we  continue  our  homeward  journey 
The  Lord  will  bring  to  all  who  trust  him  those 
things'that  are  for  the  best,  and  whether  it  be  life 
or  death,  all  will  be  well.  We  would  have  gladly 
remained  longer  in  India,  and  were  we  young 
would  rejoice  to  spend  whatever  time  the  Lord 
might  allot  to  us  in  this  great  field,  where  oppor- 
tunities for  work  are  so  abundant.  But  home  du- 
ties and  home  interests  forbade  a  longer  stay 
So  we  journeyed  away,  feeling  that  in  the  flesh  we 
should  no  more  behold  the  faces  of  our  dear  mis- 
sionaries, but  strong  in  the  hope  of  meeting  where 
partings  are  unknown. 

We  have  enjoyed  excellent  health  thus  far  on 
our  journey,  and  the  Lord  has  richly  and  abund- 
antly blessed    us.    At    Calcutta    wh 


Go  where  God  tells  thee  to  go! 

Angels,  his  angels,  will  guide  thee, 
Though  thou  dost  see  not  nor  know  ' 

What  shall  befall  or  betide  thee. 
Go,  though  the  desert  doth  frown! 

Go,  nor  be  anxiously  grieving! 
What  though  thy  going  be  "down,"— 

This  crowns  the  work  thou  art  leaving. 
Go!    Though  the  way  may  be  long, 

Never  an  ill  shall  befall  thee. 
Go!     For  how  canst  thou  be  wrong 

Going  where  angels  do  call  thee? 
Go!    God  is  going  with  thee, — 

Going  beside  and  before  thee,— 
Ready  at  all  times  to  be 

Thine,  'mid  the  silences  o'er  thee. 
Go!    He  will  speak  by  the  way, 

Unto  thy  duty  will  lead  thee, 
Give  thee  the  words  thou  shah  say, 

Show  thee  the  hearts  which  do  need  thee. 
Go  to  the  one  where  he  sends. 

Though  but  c 
God  and  that  o: 

While  thou  a: 
Some  are  so  easy  t 

Ready  for  any  e 
Close  by  his  band,  by  his 

Waiting  his  touch  and 
Then,  when  he  calls  then 

Love  hath  nor  limit  nor  measure, — 
Quickly  they  answer,  and  lo! 

Swiftly  they  run  at  his  pleasure. 

—Llewellyn  A.  Morrison, 

A  SORROWING  TIME. 


:  lone  one  be  waiting; 
may  be  friends 
"Jesus"  relating. 

i  guide,— 

nbassage. 


Men  and  women  are  pretty  much  alike  all  over 
the  world,  and  in  all  ages.  No  matter  what  their 
race,  color,  or  condition  when  divested  of  their  ar- 
tificial environment,  they  are  in  no  way  responsi- 
ble for,  they  are  very  very  much  the  same  at 
heart.  We  laugh,  cry,  sorrow  and  rejoice,  for 
pretty  much  the  same  causes  whether  it  is  done 
in  the  igloo  of  the  Esquimaux,  or  the  bungalow  of 
the  tropics.  There  is  a  passage  in  the  Bible  that 
has  suggested  this  article,  and  it  is  a  remarkable 
one.  None  of  the  commentaries  that  I  have  ac- 
cess to  seem  to  look  on  the  scene  as  I  do,  and  I 
will  try  to  tell  it  to  our  readers. 

When  St.  Paul  started  on  his  preaching  tour  to 
Jerusalem  from  Assos,  he  determined  to  stop  at 
Miletus,  a  seaport  on  the  route  of  the  journey, 
and  see  the  Christians  he  had  been  instrumental 
in  converting  at  Ephesus.  Paul  wanted  to  get  to 
Jerusalem  in  time  for  the  day  of  Pentecost.  There 
would  be  a  large  crowd  of  people  there  at  that 
time,  and  he  was  desirous  of  reaching  the  multi-' 
tude  with  the  story  of  Christ.  He  was  anxious  to 
see  the  leaders  of  the  church  at  Ephesus  once 
more,  and  impress  on  them  the  truths  he  had  pre- 
viously set  before  them,  and  which  had  been 
instrumental  in  their  conversion. 

He  did  not  have  control  of  the  movements  of 
the  vessel,  and  in  all  probability  was  only  a  pas- 
senger. The  vessel  had  business  at  Miletus,  and 
while  there  Paul  took  advantage  of  the  delay  to 
send  over  to  the  church  at  Ephesus,  about  thirty 
miles  away,  and  have  the  elders  come  over  and  see 
him.  They  came  and  he  made  them  a  speech  and 
then  went  on  his  way. 

The  whole  story  is  told  in  the  twentieth  chapter 
of  Acts.  It  is  recited  in  language  that  is  simplic- 
ity itself.  In  fact,  it  is  a  characteristic  of  the  lit- 
erature of  the  inspired  writers,  that  it  never  in- 
dulges in  heroics.  Events  out  of  which  grew  the 
ost   tremendous    consequences   are   described  in 


away,  there  were  reDortert  fift.,  ,-,W  ",  T  ,"""    terms  as  commonplace  as  those  used  in  a  present 
reported  fifty  cases  of  cholera  a  |  day  public  document.     Unless  one  is  imbued  to  a 
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certain  extent  with  a  spirit  of  Christianity,  the 
emotional  side  of  many  of  the  happenings  recorded 
is  likely  to  escape  the  casual  reader. 

What  I  see  in  this  matter  is,  to  my  mind,  one  of 
the  most  affecting  things  in  all  human  record.  In 
those  days  it  meant  something  to  be  a  Christian. 
Paul,  himself  had  his  head  cut  off  for  his  earthly 
reward,  and  suffering  and  death  were  common  con- 
sequences of  belief  in  Christ  in  the  early  morning 
of  the  faith.  At  Ephesus  there  had  been  a  few 
who  had  identified  themselves  with  the  church  at 
the  time  of  Paul's  preaching  there.  Naturally, 
there  was  a  bond  of  earnest  sympathy  between  the 
teacher  and  the  taught,  and  this  is  one  of  the 
strongest  of  human  ties.  They  were  about  their 
daily  work  when  the  messenger  came  with  the 
word  that  Paul  was  in  the  harbor  at  Miletus  and 
wanted  to  see  them.  When  the  news  came  to  one 
of  them  he  probably  laid  aside  his  immediate  em- 
ployment and  started  out  to  tell  the  rest  of  the 
church.  The  record  says  that  Paul  sent  for  the 
elders,  though  there  may  have  been  others  not  in 
official  relations  with  the  church  that  went  along 
to  Miletus.  As  soon  as  they  could  get  ready,  they 
met  and  started  hurriedly  on  the  journey.  It  was 
a  considerable  trip,  but  love  shortens  distances, 
and  it  was  with  joy  that  they  set  out  on  their 
way  to  see  their  friend  and  the  human  founder  of 
their  church.  Arriving,  they  went  at  once  to  the 
beach,  looking  for  Paul  who  was  waiting  for  them. 

It  is  likely  that  they  withdrew  to  some  little  dis- 
tance apart  from  the  people  who  usually  crowd 
about  a  landing  place,  and  when  they  were  by 
themselves,  after  the  inquiries  that  would  natur- 
ally arise  after  the  separation,  they  got  to  the 
business  of  the  meeting.  Paul  made  a  little  speech 
setting  forth  certain  facts  that  he  wanted  them 
to  remember.  He  gives  his  reasons  for  the  meet- 
ing, "  For  I  know  ....  that  ye  shall  see  my 
face  no  more."  It  must  have  been  a  sad  meeting 
and  a  dread  surprise  to  those  who  were  present. 
Sad  news,  indeed,  to  take  back  to  the  little  band  at 
Ephesus  that  they  should  not  again  see  Paul  in  the 
ijife  that  is. 

r"  What  he  had  to  say  is  told  in  full  in  Acts  20, 
and  the  last  word  was  to  help  the  weak  that  need- 
ed it.  Here  is  the  way  the  rest  of  the  interview  is 
told  in  the  saddest  of  language:  "And  when  he 
had  thus  spoken  he  kneeled  down  and  prayed 
with  them  all.  And  they  all  wept  sore,  and  fell 
on  Paul's  neck,  and  kissed  him,  sorrowing  most  of 
all  for  the  word  which  he  had  spoken,  that 
they  should  behold  his  face  no  more.  And  they 
brought  him  on  his  way  to  the  ship." 

None  of  them  knew  of  the  millions  that  should 
read  the  tale  of  their  meeting  after  they  had 
passed  away,  and  least  of  all  did  the  populace, 
seeing  in  the  distance  the  little  group  of  people 
on  the  rough  sands  of  the  seashore,  recognize  a 
tragedy  that  is  common  all  over  the  world  wher- 
ever love  and  parting  come  together. 

Sadly  the  Christian  band  took  their  way  to  Eph- 
esus, there  to  tell  the  others  that  they  had  seen 
Paul  for  the  last  time. 

Human  life  is  made  up  of  this  sort  of  thing. 
Sunshine  and  shadow  chase  each  other  over  our 
path,  and  as  we  come  to  the  end  of  the  road  there 
is  little  to  look  back  after  and  much  to  look  for- 
ward to.  It  will  all  be  cleared  up  in  the  Land  of 
the  Leal,  and,  glorious  thought,  if  you  and  I  live 
aright,  we  too,  shall  meet  Paul  even  as  the  church 
at  Ephesus,  and  not  only  we  but  all  who  have 
lived  and  believed,  unto  a  place  with  the  redeemed. 

Lewisburg,  Pa. 


COMFORT1INQ  THE  POOR. 


BY  LUCINDA  STAUFFER. 


It  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  cities,  alone,  to  find 
the  poor  neglected.  In  our  midst  we  find  many 
who  need  our  assistance.  Opportunities  are  nev- 
er wanting  to  do  good  along  this  line.  Well  did 
our  Savior  say,  "  For  ye  have  the  poor  with  you 
alway,  and  whensoever  ye  will  ye  may  do  them 
good." 


The  poor  are  too  often  censured  for  ill  manage- 
ment. The  following  expression  is  too  often 
used:  "Had  they  worked  and  managed  as  I,"  etc. 
Our  Savior  makes  no  provision  for  these  deficien- 
cies. He  did  not  say,  "Those  who  manage  well." 
True,  it  is  a  great  deal  more  pleasant  to  help  those 
who  try  to  manage  properly.  Would  it  have 
been  given  to  all  to  manage  well,  Christ  would 
not  have  told  the  truth  in  saying,  "The  poor  ye 
always  have  with  you."  Moses  said,  "The  poor 
shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land;  thou  shalt  open 
thy  hand  wide  unto  thy  poor  and  needy."  Deut. 
15:  n.  This  is  too  often  regarded  as  duty  and 
even  necessity. 

Too  often  when  the  poor  are  aided  there  is  re- 
luctance manifested  which  adds  to  their  distress. 
It  should  be  regarded  as  a  privilege  of  doing  good. 
It  should  be  loving  service.  "But  whoso  hath 
this  world's  goods  and  seeth  his  brother  have 
need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  compassion 
from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him?" 

To  neglect  the  poor  is  to  neglect  one  of  the 
best  means  of  grace.  "  Blessed  is  he  that  consid- 
ered the  poor,  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time 
of  trouble."  Psa.  41:  1.  Again;  "He  that  hath 
pity  upon  the  poor,  lendeth  to  the  Lord,  and  that 
which  he  hath  given  will  he  pay  him  again." 
Prov.  19:  17. 

Have  we  enough  faith  to  believe  that?  Should 
we  not  blush  with  shame  if  we  regard  this  as  a 
mere  duty,  or  simply  because  it  is  commanded. 

To  neglect  the  poor  is  to  neglect  God.  "  Inas- 
much as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these, 
ye  did  it  not  to  me."  Matt.  25:  45.  "  He  that  op- 
pressed the  poor  reproacheth  his  Maker,  but  he 
that  honoreth  him,  hath  mercy  on  the  poor." 
Prov.  14:  31.  We  fail  to  realize  that  these  earthly 
possessions  belong  to  God  after  all.  "The  earth 
is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fullness  thereof."  At  best 
we  are  simply  stewards. 

There  are  various  ways  to  comfort  the  poor. 
Above  all  things  our  hearts  must  be  filled  with 
love.  We  should  show  our  love  at  every  oppor- 
tunity. We  should  call  on  them  and  invite  them 
into  our  homes.  In  our  conversation  there  should 
be  no  reference  to  wealth  or  poverty.  Persons 
who  exhibit  wardrobes  filled  with  silks,  etc.,  fail 
to  comfort  their  poor  neighbors.  Such  a  course 
has  a  tendency  to  prompt  the  poor  to  reach  be- 
yond their  means  to  imitate  and  live  beyond  their 
income.  At  any  rate  they  will  feel  discouraged. 
The  rich  may  attempt  to  comfort  them  by  loading 
their  table,  but  this  often  proves  a  failure,  as  they 
are  quickly  reminded  of  their  circumstances  and 
realize  that  they  cannot  return  the  like. 

How  about  finely-furnished  houses?  I  regret 
that  some  of  our  Brethren's  houses, — indeed,  some 
of  our  ministers'  homes, — give  occasion  to  dis- 
courage the  poor.  God  will  have  equality  to 
reign  in  his  own  good  time.  O,  for  more  equality 
to  prevail  in  the  hearts  of  his  people! 

Pittsburg,  Ohio. 
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Observations  while  In  Baltimore  City. 

A  visit  to  one  of  our  large  cities  presents  an  op- 
portunity for  the  study  of  the  condition  of  man- 
kind not  otherwise  given  in  a  life-time.  Here  the 
great  inequality  of  the  lot  of  man  appears  in  the 
most  striking  manner.  The  gorgeous  display  of 
wealth  on  the  one  hand  is  strongly  contrasted  by 
the  extreme  poverty  and  degradation  on  the  other. 
At  first,  on  looking  around,  we  are  made  to  wonder 
why  things  are  as  they  appear,  but,  on  closer  ob- 
servation, some  of  the  main  causes  of  this  very  un- 
desirable state  of  affairs  are  plainly  manifest. 

The  oppression  of  the  rich  in  their  greed  for 
gain  no  doubt  adds  to  the  discomfort  of  many  of 
the  unfortunate,  but  this  influence  is  small  compared 


th  the  terrible  work  of  the  saloons  and  their  at- 
tendant evils.     To  see  men  and  women,  with  every 

nse  of  right  and  self  respect  erased  from  their 
characters,  is  pitiable,  indeed,  to  behold. 

This  condition  of  affairs,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  exclusive  formalism  of  many  of  the  city 
churches  presents  a  picture  from  which  we  would 
gladly  turn.  But  we  are  glad  to  know  that  noble 
men  and  women  have  seen  things  as  they  really  are 
and  have  gone  to  the  rescue,  willing  to  give  their 
all  that  others  may  be  raised  to  a  higher  plane  of 
life,  and  that  the  boys  and  girls  may  be  saved  from 
the  sin-smittten  atmosphere  that  surrounds  them. 

In  company  with  our  dear  brother  Quinlan,  it 
was  my  privilege  to  visit  a  number  of  these  mis- 
sions. Among  these  were  the  Port  (Scandinavian) 
Mission,  conducted  by  Mr.  Wilson;  the  Rescue 
Mission,  conducted  by  Mr.  Blackburn;  the  Florence 
Crittenton  Mission,  conducted  by  Mr.  Bates,  and 
last,  but  by  far  not  least,  the  Port  of  Baltimore 
Mission  under  the  care  of  Bro.  James  T.  Quinlan, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Fredric  A.  Erich.  The  privilege 
of  visiting  these  places  of  rescue  was  highly  prized 
by  me,  and  while  we  may  not  endorse  all  the  meth- 
ods used  at  some  of  them,  yet  I  am  convinced  that 
it  takes  more  than  an  ordinary  zeal  and  courage  to 
endure  the  privations  necessary  to  carry  them  on, 
— especially  those  that  lack  financial  backing. 

The  first  three  named  are  designed  for  the  rescue 
of  the  fallen,  while  the  Brethren's  Port  of  Balti- 
more Mission,  under  the  care  of  Bro.  Quinlan,  more 
especially  reaches  out  after  the  young  of  this  saloon- 
infested  district  of  Locust  Point.  In  this,  I  think, 
our  brother  comes  more  nearly  solving  this  most 
vexed  problem  than  could  be  done  in  any  other 
way.  However  terrible  to  think  of,  yet  it  is  a  fact, 
as  a  rule,  that  drunkards  will  die  drunkards  and 
libertines  will  die  libertines.  Therefore  we  must 
turn  to  the  young,  in  order  to  counteract  these  ter- 


. 


Our  Brethren  seem  intensely  in  earnest  about 
their  work  and  there  seems  to  be  no  end  to  the 
work  to  be  done.  The  mission  is  located  at  1 108 
Towson  St., — one  of  the  worst  sections  of  the  city. 

Brethren,  stopping  in  Baltimore,  will  find  a  hearty 
welcome  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  the  good 
work.  I  was  permitted  to  talk  to  a  well-filled  hall 
of  bright-looking  boys  and  girls,  and  I  would  feel 
to  add  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  work  is 
worthy  of  the  deepest  sympathy  and  prayers  of  all 
our  dear  brethren  and  sisters.  D.  H.  Ziglek. 

Mayland,  Va.,  April  13. 

From  Spring  Creek  Church,  Va. 

April  2,  1896,  was  our  regular  spring  church 
meeting.  The  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  brethren  who  had  visited  the 
members,  to  find  their  true  standing  with  the 
church  and  with  one  another.  The  members  were 
asked  if  they  were  in  favor  of  adopting  the  one- 
cent-a-week  plan  for  missionary  work.  The  ma- 
jority were  in  favor  of  it.  Brethren  A.  S.  Thomas 
and  Emanuel  Long  are  to  represent  us  at  the  An- 
nual Meeting. 

By  the  request  of  our  aged  elder,  the  church  de- 
cided to  hold  an  election  for  an  elder.  The  church 
was  almost  unanimously  in  favor  of  Bro.  H.  G.  Mil- 
ler. We  think  the  lot  could  not  have  fallen  on  a 
more  worthy  brother. 

Our  Sunday  school  at  the  Beaver  Creek  church 
bids  fair  for  a  prosperous  year.  The  Brethren  at 
the  Pleasant  Hill  schoolhouse  have  organized  a 
Sunday  school,  it  being  the  first  ever  held  there. 
We  now  have  three  Brethren  Sunday  schools,  and 
two  union  schools  in  our  District.  God  bless  the 
Sunday  schools  all  over  the  land!    M.  B.  Miller. 

Spring  Creek,  Va.,  April  16. 

The  (iood  Man  on  a  Journey. 


>  not  at  home 


long 


"  For  the  good  1 
journey." — Prov.  7:  19. 

When  good  men  die  we  feel  sad  because  this 
world  needs  them  so  much,  and  we  feel  to  sympa- 
thize with  the  bereaved  relatives  and  friends,  but 
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why  should  we  mourn  when  the  righteous  saints 
have  gained  the  victory?  We  don't  know  unless  it 
is  we  have  been  educated  that  way. 

What  does  this  earth  give  to  the  Christian ? 
Years  of  toil  and  trouble,  fightings  without  and 
fightings  within,  facing  the  tempest  here  and  there 
along  life's  uneven  road,  worry  and  anxiety  in  the 
cause  of  the  Master,  church  cares  and  church  re- 
sponsibilities to  bear,  while  the  great  conflict  is 
raging  between  Christ  and  the  evil  powers  of  dark- 
ness. Then,  when  at  last  comes  the  summons, 
"  Lay  your  armor  by,"  "  your  race  is  run,"  "  your 
course  is  finished,"  "  there  is  laid  up  a  crown  of 
righteousness  for  you," — why  should  we  sorrow? 
Should  we  not  rather  rejoice  and  be  glad  that  the 
saint  has  come  out  victorious  and  entered  into  that 
glory  rest  "  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God?  " 
Such  are  our  thoughts  while  we  think  of  our 
dear,  aged  brother,— Eld.  Peter  Overholtzer  —  who 
just  this  day  has  passed  away  from  this  life  and  has 
"  gone  a  long  journey."  I  have  known  him  for  ten 
years  past,  and  for  half  that  period  have  been  in- 
timately connected  with  him  in  church  work  in  the 
Covina  congregation, — the  first  organization  in 
Southern  California.  Calm  and  considerate  in 
judgment,  earnest  in  his  fidelity  and  loyalty  to  the 
church,  he  was  a  power  for  good  in  the  moulding 
of  religious  sentiment.  Our  work  together  was 
with  the  utmost  unanimity  of  feeling.  He  was  an 
eminent  preacher  by  actions,  which,  in  the  end,  al- 
ways tells  the  most  successful.  While  he  had  not 
the  gift  of  social  qualities  so  largely  as  some,  yet 
he  was  a  man  of  sympathy  and  love,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  individual  members  of  his  charge  had  a 
prominent  place  in  his  heart.  His  desire  was  to 
see  all  live  real  pious  and  religious  lives. 

We  are  all  going  to  start  on  that  same  journey 
sooner  or  later.  May  we  so  live  that  it  may  be 
truly  said  of  us,  that  we  have  fought  the  good  fight 
of  faith  and  have  come  out  conquerors  through  him 
that  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us. 

J.  S.  Floky. 
Los  Angeles,  Cat.,  April 3. 


TECS*   GOSPBL    IMIIESSEITS-EIR,. 
The  Mission  School  at  McPherson,  Kans. 

The  second  year  of  our  work  closed  the  first  of 
March  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  ex- 
perience has  been  somewhat  varied,  but  at  the 
close  we  see  progress  made  and  the  prospects  are 
as  encouraging  as  they  have  ever  been. 

The  missionary  influence  of  our  school  is  not 
the  least  of  its  features.  The  greater  number  of 
our  working  corps  have  been  students 
deeply  interested  in  the  cause.  Their  zeal  seems 
to  have  been  prompted  by  love  rather  than  by  a 
driving  sense  of  duty.  Some  of  them  have  con- 
secrated their  lives  to  the  grand  work  of  missions. 
With  reluctance  we  give  them  up,  but  wish  them 
God-speed  in  their  future  fields  of  labor.  The 
Sunday 


From  Macon,  Colo. 


Another  oasis  on  the  desert  of  life  has  been  en- 
joyed by  the  writer,  where  "  springs  of  water 
abound,"  and  where  we  "  drank  deep  of  the  wells 
of  salvation,"  as  we  sat  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Tree  of  Life,  and  basked  in  the  smiles  of  Redeem- 
ing Love.  It  was  on  March  20  that  I  bade  farewell 
to  family  and  earthly  cares,  and  left  the  place  we 
call  home,  to  visit  a  few  of  the  Father's  children  in 
the  San  Luis  Valley,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Rock 
Creek  church  in  Colorado,— a  distance  from  here  of 
about  160  miles.  There  are  but  nine  members  liv- 
ing there  at  present,— four  brethren  and  five  sisters; 
also  one  minister  and  one  deacon.  The  writer  was 
placed  in  charge  of  this  little  band  about  one  year 
ago,  by  District  Meeting  of  Southwestern  Kansas 
and  Southern  Colorado.  They  have  a  neat  little 
church  house,  and  peace  and  union  flows  in  their 
midst,  as  a  gentle  river.  They  are  earnestly  pray- 
ing for  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  to  send  more 
laborers  into  that  field,  and  they  solicit  .mmigration 
of  faithful  members  to  their  midst.  The  writer  also 
joins  with  them  in  pleading  for  an  elder,  or  some 
faithful  minister,  to  move  among  them,  to  help  the 
cause  along.  I  was  with  them  over  two  weeks; 
held  fifteen  meetings,  one  council,  one  lovefeast, 
and  three  Sabbath  schools.  The  influence  of  those 
meetings  is  still  sweet  to  my  soul.  While  "  my 
heart  is  still  inditing  a  good  matter,"  I  long  for  the 
time  to  come  when  poverty  will  lose  its  grip  upon 
me,  and  I  can  "  go  "  and  visit  all  of  the  isolated 
ones  in  Southern  Colorado,  that  they,  too,  may  en- 
joy a  foretaste  of  the  good  things  that  are  reserved 
for  those  that  love  him.  There  are  a  number  of 
members  scattered  over  the  Southern  part  of  Colo- 
rado, and  Bro.  Larick,  of  Monte  Vista,  is  the  only 
min.ster  in  all  this  territory.  (The  writer  lives  in 
the  Northwestern  District  of  Kansas  and  Northern 
Colorado).  Who  is  to  blame?  I  hope  some  of  the 
Brethren  will  turn  their  attention  this  way. 

John  J,  Hoover. 


1  at  the  College  has  grown  richly  in 
the  work  of  missions  since  it  is  contributing  to 
support  our  school.  At  least  three  other  mission 
schools  have  been  organized  through  the  influence 
of  this  one,  and  some  of  their  pupils  were  led  to 
accept  Jesus  as  a  personal  Savior.  The  Sisters' 
Aid  Society  has  given  much  valuable  help  during 
the  year  by  soliciting  funds,  visiting,  donating 
clothing,  provisions,  etc.  The  winter  having  been 
less  severe  than  the  previous  one,  their  work  was 
not  so  extensive  as  before. 

A  teachers'  meeting  was  held  weekly  and  proved 
itself  to  be  many  times  worth  the  efforts  required 
to  have  it.  During  the  last  few  months  it  was 
held  on  Sunday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  and  that 
plan  worked  well. 

There  were  nine  regular  classes  provided  with 
faithful  teachers,  and  sometimes  extra  classes  were 
formed.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  119; 
average  attendance,  62;  average  collections,  38 
cents;  number  of  teachers  and  officers,  13. 

Sister  Sue  Slusher  was  the  Superintendent.  The 
success  of  the  school  speaks  for  her  labors.  Bro. 
F.  A.  Vaniman  was  elected  to  take  charge  of  the 
work  for  the  coming  year.  Sister  Florence  Butler 
is  the  Secretary.  The  school  has  been  moved  into 
a  larger  building. 

Work  outside  of  the  school  is  inevitable.  It  must 
be  met  and  overcome  by  exertion.  The  more 
difficult  point  to  decide,  discuss  and  follow  will 
be  whether  this  outside  feature  shall  be  met  and 
battled  by  our  united  effort,  or  work  at  random. 
If  you  hope  to  have  a  good  school  without  a  lib- 
eral outlay  of  both  inside  and  outside  work,  you 
will  be  disappointed.     A  good  Sunday  school  costs 

both   money  and  labor  that  no   money  can  buy, 

unselfish  and  tireless  endeavor  on  the  part  of  su- 
perintendent and  every  other  officer. 

Kate  Bowers. 

Active  Work  for  the  Master. 

We  met  in  quarterly  council  April  4.  It  being 
the  anniversary  of  the  organization,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  renew  our  pledges  for  missionary  purposes. 
During  last  year  SS.45  was  raised  for  missions  by  fif- 
teen persons.  Deducting  So  cents,  the  amount  giv- 
en by  those  not  members,  leaves  an  average  of  nearly 
seventy  cents  per  member  for  those  eleven  that  con- 
tributed. One-half  goes  for  District  Missions,  the 
balance  for  General  Missions.  While  we  might  do 
more  if  we  just  had  the  will,  yet,  if  every  member  in 
the  Brotherhood  would  just  do  as  well,  we  would 
raise  for  District  and  General  Missions  over  850,000. 
Counting  between  seventy  and  seventy-five  thousand 
members,  allowing  S500  for  the  average  support  of 
each  missionary,  we  could  support  one  hundred 
regular  missionaries  in  home  and  foreign  lands. 
Who  could  not  give  70  cents  per  year  for  the  cause 
of  missions?  True,  many  give  much  more,  but 
many  do  not  give  at  all. 

Judging  from  the  secretary's  report  in  last  year's 
Annual  Meeting  Minutes,  there  was  given  for  gen- 
eral  donations  S4.580.09,  an  average  of  less  than 
seven  cents  per  member.  What  are  we  doing  with 
the  Lord's  goods?  None  of  us  would  like  to  be 
called  robbers  or  unjust  stewards,  yet  the  Lord  told 
Israel  they  had  robbed  him.     Read  Mai.  3:  8-u 

The  District  Mission  Board  met  April  3  and  4. 
There  was  much  business  to  consider!    The  work  is 
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encouraging  in  most  places  and  there  are  m 
calls  for  preaching.  Some  will  have  to  be  neglecT 
ed,  as  in  the  past,  and  some  very  earnest  calls,  too 
May  the  Lord  put  it  into  the  heart  of  some  th  t 
have  a  missionary  spirit,  to  come  to  our  rescue 
Souls  are  perishing  for  the  want  of  the  Bread  f 
Life.  The  Board  would  gladly  assist  some  g0  d 
ministers  to  locate  where  their  labors  are  mu  h 
needed.  The  work  in  the  north  part  of  Texas  ha 
been  much  hindered  on  account  of  physical  disabil- 
ity of  both  our  ministers.  Who  will  come  and  heln 
us?  A.  J.  Wine. 

Nocona,  Tex. 

Notes  by  the  Way. 

Two  precious  souls  were  recently  baptized  in  the 
Donnel's  Creek  church,  Ohio.  Three  dear  ones 
were  brought  to  Christ  and  baptized  at  a  mission 
point  of  Southern  Ohio.  During  the  last  month 
our  lot  was  cast  here  and  there.  March  28th  we 
went  to  Fort  Jefferson,  Ohio,  where  we  preached 
six  sermons  with  the  best  of  interest.  April  4  we 
were  at  an  outpost  in  the  Donnel's  Creek  church 
where  we  remained  over  Sunday,  with  good  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings.  April  7  we  went  to  the 
Chestnut  Hill  mission  point,  where  we  met  Bro. 
James  Horning,  and  had  council-meeting,  and  seven 
preaching  services  in  the  new  church,  which  was  re- 
cently built  by  Southern  Ohio,  with  some  help  from 
the  neighborhood  where  the  church  is  located. 
The  attendance  and  interest  were  good  at  all  the 
meetings. 

April  15  I  came  to  Owasco,  Ind.,  where  we  have: 
had  seven  meetings  and  still  continue  during  this, 
week.  The  attendance  is  good  for  this  place,  as. 
there  are  only  a  few  members  near  the  church. 
These  neglected  points  need  feeding  as  well  as  the: 
more  flourishing  churches.  The  brick  churchhouse 
was  well  filled  last  night  with  eager  listeners.  .  . 
Two  weeks  from  to-day  the  District  Meeting  of 
Southern  Ohio  will  be  in  session  at  the  Donnel's 
Creek  church,  the  Lord  willing.  In  only  five  weeks 
Annual  Me*eting  will  be  in  session  at  Ottawa,  Kans. 
May  God  help  us  all  to  feel  the  importance  of  th... 
work,  that  everything  may  be  done  to  the  honor 
and  glory  of  God.  Henrv  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  April  21. 


From  Baltimore,  Md. 

The  needs  of  more  active  mission  work  in  this 
city  can  hardly  be  estimated.  A  city  of  nearly  a 
half  million  souls  with  one  small  Brethren's  church 
out  in  the  annex, — a  distance  of  over  ten  miles 
across  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  city,  with  about 
one  hundred  members  in  and  around  the  vicinity  of 
Baltimore,  gives  us  an  idea  of  the  situation  of  the 
Brethren  in  one  of  the  large  cities  of  the  United 
States,  where  we  have  been  laboring  for  years,  with 
slow  yet  steady  increase. 

Why  so  little  done  in  all  these  years?  (1)  Be- 
cause we  were  without  a  house  of  worship  of  our 
own  until  1890,  when  we  built  in  Woodberry.  (2) 
Because  of  the  inconvenience  for  some  of  us  to  get 
to  (he  church  that  was  built,  on  account  of  distance. 
But  with  all  this  our  work  increased,  more  members: 
moving  into  different  parts  of  the  city,  until  anoth- 
er house  of  worship  is  now  needed  even  for  the 
convenience  and  good  of  our  members,— to  say 
nothing  of  our  duty  to  the  world.  We  organized  a 
Bible  class  in  the  Northwest  section  of  the  city- 
last  November,  which  has  since  been  the  means  of 
arousing  such  an  interest,  that  a  Sunday  school  was 
needed,  and  we  accordingly  organized  by  electing 
officers  and  teachers.  April  19  we  hold  our  first 
session.  Thus  we  have  two  Brethren's  Sunday 
schools,— one  in  Woodberry,  the  other  in  North- 
western Baltimore.  We  are  in  great  need  of  a 
church  in  the  city.  There  are  over  twenty  mem- 
bers (some  of  whom  have  families)  living  in  North- 
western Baltimore.  Some  are  not  able  to  walk  to 
Woodberry  on  account  of  distance,  and  we  have, 
therefore,  started  the  Home  Mission  Fund,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  money  with  which  to  build,  as 
soon  as  we  get  a  sufficient  amount  on  hand.  We 
have  nearly  S400,  thus  far,  including  cash  and  sub- 
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scriptions.     We   purpose  soliciting  earnestly,  until 
we  have  secured  enough  to  build  a  good,  plain,  sub- 
stantial house  of  worship.  J.  S.  Geiser. 
rojf  W.  Baltimore  St.,  April  id. 
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From  Western  Nebraska. 


Ai'RiL  15  we  bade  farewell  to  dear  ones  at  home 
for  a  trip  to  Hitchcock  County,  Nebr.,  where  there 
are  a  few  of  God's  isolated  children,  five  in  number. 
After  traveling  all  day  and  halt  the  night  by  rail 
and  private  conveyance,  we  reached  the  home  of 
Bro.  Geo.  E  Wrays,  one  of  the  "  old  pioneers." 

On  driving  up  to  his  house  we  soon  discovered 
that  we  must  put  up  for  the  night  in  a  sod- 
house.  It  seemed  very  odd  to  us  at  first,  but 
not  so  now,  as  sod-houses  are  very  common  in  this 
country.  To  many  of  the  readers  of  the  Messen- 
ger a  description  of  these  sod-houses  would  be  in- 
teresting, but  for  fear  our  article  would  find  its  way 
to  the  waste-basket,  we  will  not  describe  them  ful- 

ly- 

I  will  say  this,  however,  Do  not  judge  the  appear- 
ance of  a  sod-house  inside  by  the  outside,  as,  on  en- 
tering, we  found  everything  neat  and  real  home- 
like. If  you  ever  visit  a  sod-house,  and  are  in  the 
habit  of  carrying  a  high  head,  it  will  be  very  neces- 
sary to  stoop  when  you  enter.  If  you  do  not  the 
first  time,  you  will  be  apt  to  the  second.  We  have 
learned  since  here  that  fine  houses,  finely  furnished, 
do  not  always  bring  happiness.  We  find  out  here, 
amid  the  disadvantages  and  hardships  through 
which  the  people  must  pass,  a  greater  concern 
for  souls  and  more  zeal  in  the  Master's  cause, 
than  with  many  who  are  blessed  with  an  abundance 
■of  this  world's  goods.  For  such  I  think  a  visit 
among  the  isolated  members  would  be  helpful. 

We  began  our  meetings  on  the  evening  of  the 
16th,  in  a  schoolhouse.  The  people  out  here  seem 
to  appreciate  hearing  the  Gospel  preached.  I  sup- 
pose this  is  because  of  the  scarcity  of  it. 
it'  Sometimes  1  think  that,  if  some  of  our  people  in 
the  East  were  isolated  for  awhile  from  church 
privileges,  they  would  attend  the  services  better. 

A  sister  told  me  since  here  that  it  was  common  for 
people  to  go  ten  and  twelve  miles  to  hear 
preaching.  A  member  of  the  Christian  church 
said  to  me  yesterday,  "  Before  we  had  a  fail- 
ure in  crops  we  had  a  preacher  but  since  money 
is  scarce,  and  we  are  not  able  to  pay  him,  he 
has  quit  coming."  I  told  him  that  was  not  the  way 
Paul  did.  He  confessed  it  was  not,  and  said,  "  that 
is  one  fault  I  find  with  our  church." 

We  pray  for  the  conversion  of  souls  and  the 
strengthening  of  saints  during  our  sojourn  here. 
We  are  learning  many  spiritual  lessons,  which,  we 
hope,  will  be  beneficial  to  us. 

We  shall  visit  as  much  as  possible  and  distribute 
tracts.  The  Gospel  Messenger  and  Visitor  are 
welcome  visitors  here.  One  brother  remarked  to 
me,  I  don't  see  how  some  brethren  get  along  with- 
out the  Messenger.  A  sister  said,  "We  look  for- 
ward to  the  coming  of  the  Messenger  as  if  it  were 
a  minister.  As  long  as  our  isolated  members  are 
constant  readers  of  the  Messenger,  I  have  no 
fears  of  them  falling  away.  Dear  fellow-workers, 
"what  are  we  doing  for  the  lost?  Are  we  satisfied 
to  pass  along  through  this  world  and  not  put  forth 
an  effort  to  make  full  proof  of  our  ministry? 
Sometimes  I  ask  myself  the  question,  "  Is  it  pos- 
sible I  am  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  and  yet  so  in- 
different? May  God  bless  the  church  to  the  sav- 
ing of  souls!  C.  B.  Smith. 

April  19. 

The  First  Church  of  the  Brethren  In  Alabama. 

The  Brethren  who  settled  in  and  near  Fruitdale, 
-Ala.,  requested  the  General  Missionary  Board  to 
send  several  elders  to  organize  them  into  a  church. 
The  Board  selected  Eld.  Daniel  Dierdorff  and  the 
writer  to  go  there,  and,  if  thought  best,  to  organ- 
ize them.  Bro.  Dierdorff  not  being  well  enough, 
sent  Bro.  P.  R.  Keltner  in  his  place. 

Bro.  Keltner  and  I  met  in  Chicago  April  14,  and 
went  from  there  to  Fruitdale,  via  St.  Louis.    We 


arrived  at  Fruitdale  April  16.  We  preached  each 
evening  while  with  them. 

On  Saturday,  April  18,  we  met  the  members  at 
the  above  place  for  organization.  After  the  usual 
devotional  exercises  and  a  Scriptural  lesson,  we 
proceeded  to  the  organization  upon  a  true '  and 
loyal  basis  to  the  Lord  and  the  General  Brother- 
hood. We  very  much  regretted  that  Bro.  James 
M.  Neff  could  not  be  present,  but,  owing  to  his 
wife's  serious  sickness,  neither  he  nor  his  wife 
could  be  there.  Ten  letters  were  read  and  there 
are  several  members  there  who  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived their  letters. 

They  have  three  ministers  in  the  second  degree 
and  one  deacon.  They  called  the  new  church 
"  Fruitdale."  They  decided  to  have  council-meet- 
ing quarterly,  and  preaching  every  Sunday.  They 
expect  other  brethreh  to  locate  there  soon,  among 
them  an  elder.  We  believe  that,  by  a  consecrated 
effort  and  faithfulness  to  the  Lord  and  the  Broth- 
erhood, they  will  succeed.  They  have  an  ex- 
cellent climate, — winters  arc  short  and  mild.  The 
soil  is  not  very  productive.  Lumbering  is  en- 
gaged in  extensively  and  profitably.  The  manu- 
facture of  turpentine  is  also  engaged  in  extensive- 
ly. It  is  thought  that  fruit  culture  will  prove  re- 
munerative. 

We  started  home  April  20,  where  we  arrived  the 
22nd.  We  found  all  well,  for  which  we  thank  the 
Lord.  W.  R.  Deeter. 
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Meyersdale,  Pa.  —  We  met  in  church  council 
April  18  All  business  passed  off  pleasantly.  We 
decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  May  23,  and  a 
week's  meeting  preceding.  Bro.  E.  K.  Hostetler 
and  the  writer  are  our  delegates  to  Dislrict  Meet- 
ing.— /.  C.  Johnson,  Arril  20. 

Chestnut  Grove  Church,  W.  Va. — Our  regular 
church  council  was  April  4.  Eld.  A.  B.  Duncan 
was  elected  delegate  to  District  Meeting.  Our 
Sunday  school  was  organized  April  19,  with  Bro. 
A.  J.  Duncan  as  Superintendent.  We  will  use  the 
Brethren's  literature.—  Minnie  Duncan,  Oak  Hill, 
W.  Va,  April  22. 

Duncansville  Church,  Pa. — We  met  in  council 
in  the  Lamersville  churchhouse  on  Saturday,  April 
II.  Bro.  J.  A.  Sell  represents  this  church  at  Dis- 
trict Meeting.  Bro.  Blair  Hoover  superintends  our 
Sunday  school  at  the  Carson  Valley  churchhouse, 
and  Bro.  Frank  Langham  at  the  Lamersville  house, 
assisted  by  Bro.  M.  E.  Sell.— D.  S.  Replogle,  Mc- 
Kee's  Gap,  Pa.,  April  20. 

Hadley  Creek  Church,  111.— There  are  only  a 
few  of  us.  but  we  have  always  kept  up  a  Sunday 
school  in  the  church.  Quite  a  number  would  not 
work  with  us  because  we  would  not  have  enter- 
tainments in  the  church,  so  they  went  to  the 
schoolhouse  where  they  can  have  whatever  they 
like.  Bro  Frank  Britt,  of  Loraine,  Adams  Co., 
111.,  has  moved  to  this  place,  and  will  help  us  in 
the  Sunday  school  work.  We  do  not  expect  a 
a  large  Sunday  school,  but  we  want  to  try,  by  the 
help  of  God,  to  have  a  pure  school.  Bro.  Geo. 
Cripe  has  done  a  great  deal  for  us.  We  wish  he 
could  be  with  us  oftener. — Eliza  Mickey,  Barry,  III., 
April  19. 

Gilman,  Ind.— March  21  the  Kilbuck  church  met 
in  quarterly  council.  At  this  meeting  the  church 
was  to  select  a  housekeeper.  On  account  of  Eld. 
Hiram  Branson's  age  and  feeble  condition,  he 
asked  the  church  to  relieve  him  from  the  over- 
sight of  the  church.  That  day  being  a  very  bad 
day,  the  adjoining  help  was  not  present,  so  there 
was  a  meeting  appointed  for  April  11  for  that  pur- 
pose, at  which  meeting  Eld.  I.  E.  Branson  was 
chosen  as  housekeeper.  At  this  meeting  the 
church  appointed  a  Communion  for  June  6,  com- 
mencing at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  Bro.  Fred  Fcssler  was 
present  at  this  meeting  and  assisted  in  the  work 
that  came  before  the  church.— Henry  E.  Millspaugh, 
April  18. 


Goshen,  Ind.— Bro.  Stuckman  closed  his  series  of 
meetings  this  evening.  In  all,  he  preached  twenty- 
nine  sermons.  Twenty-five  dear  souls  have  made 
the  good  confession.  One  more  applicant  is  to  be 
baptized.  It  was  surprising  to  see  how  the  peo- 
ple gathered  in  from  every  direction,  to  listen  to  . 
the  Word.  There  was  much  rejoicing  to  see  all 
ages  willing  to  accept  Christ.  While  we  received 
a  number  of  young  people  into  the  church,  we 
were  also  made  to  rejoice  to  see  the  middle-aged 
and  the  aged  coming  to  Christ.— John  IV.  Hoover, 
April  19. 

Lost  Creek  Church,  Mo.— At  our  recent  regular 
appointment,  Bro.  I.  L.  Harader  preached  a  soul- 
cheering  sermon  from  Rev.  22:  14.  One  confessed 
Christ.  Alter  services  we  retired  to  the  water, 
where  the  sacred  ordinance  of  baptism  was  attend- 
ed to.  We  had  a  large  attendance  and  good  order. 
We  met  at  3  o'clock  for  quarterly  council.  Eight 
were  received  by  letter  and  one  by  baptism. 
Everything  passed  off  in  love  and  harmony.  Bro. 
I.  L.  Harader  was  chosen  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting.— Geo.  D.  h'ike,  Racine,  Mo.,  April  19. 

Somerset  Church,  Ind.— This  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  April  18.  Our  presiding  elder, 
S.  S.  Ulery,  was  present;  also  elders  Samuel  Leck- 
rone  and  Noah  Crumrine.  Bro.  J.  D.  Rife  was 
elected  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting.  We  decided 
to  hold  our  love  least  Sept.  19,  commencing  at  10 
A.  M.  Bro.  M.  L.  Hahn  is  expected  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings  immediately  after.  We  have 
two  prosperous  Sunday  schools  in  this  congrega- 
tion, with  Bro.  J.  D.  Rife  and  the  writer  as  Super- 
intendents. Wc  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies  and 
Children  at  Work.  —  Otho  Winger,  Swcetscr,  Ind. 

Coquille  Valley  Church,  Oregon.— We  reorgan- 
ized our  Sunday  school,  April  5,  with  Bro.  Charles 
Barklow  as  Superintendent.  April  11  we  held 
our  quarterly  council,  at  which  time  two  were  re- 
claimed. Four  certificates  of  membership  were 
read  and  one  letter  granted.     Wc  expect  to  have 

two    Commuoiono    tKio    year. — the    first    one    to    be 

June  20.  It  was  decided  to  organize  Sunday 
schools  at  two  or  more  neighboring  points,  and 
brethren  volunteered  to  superintend  them.  We 
expect  to  hold  series  of  meetings  at  four  or  five 
different  places  as  soon  as  convenient. — Sarah  A. 
VanDyke. 

Cando,  N.  D. — The  members  of  this  congrega- 
tion met  in  quarterly  council  April  11.  The  church 
was  well  represented  from  the  different  parts  of  it. 
Bro.  John  Hartsough  presided  over  the  meeting, 
assisted  by  Bro.  A.  B.  Peters.  This  church  has 
had  quite  a  large  increase  this  spring.  Forty-three 
members  were  received  by  letter,  and  quite  a  num- 
ber more  will  be  received  at  a  special  council,  to 
be  held  at  York,  May  30,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Brethren  living  in  that  part  of  the  church.  Bro. 
A.  B.  Peters  was  chosen  delegate  to  Annual  Meet- 
ing. April  5  we  again  organized  our  Sunday 
school  for  the  summer.  Bro.  William  Kessler  was 
elected  Superintendent.  The  interest  manifested 
at  this  place  by  outsiders  is  encouraging,  especial- 
ly in  the  Sunday  school  work.  We  use  the  Breth- 
ren's Quarterlies  and  the  Young  Disciple. — 5.  W, 
Burkhart,  April  15. 

York,  N.  Dak.— I  left  home  April  6  for  North 
Dakota,  and  arrived  at  Carrington  April  9,  where 
we  found  an  anxious  people  waiting  our  arrival. 
After  dinner,  arrangements  were  made  for  preach- 
ing in  the  Court-house  in  the  evening.  When  the 
time  came  the  large  room  was  packed  to  its  ut- 
most capacity  with  very  eager,  attentive  listeners. 
We  had  meetings  every  evening  during  the  week, 
and  on  Sunday  at  3  P.  M.  Here  is  a  beautiful 
country,  plenty  of  railroad  lands  to  sell.  From 
here  I  went  to  York  where  there  are  about  thirty- 
four  members,  with  four  ministers  and  several  dea- 
cons. I  remained  six  days,  and  had,  during  the 
time,  two  meetings  in  York  and  a  full  house.  Here 
is  also  a  beautiful  country, — plenty  of  Government 
Land.  The  weather  has  been  very  disagreeable 
and  stormy,  but  this  morning  it  is  calm  and  ev- 
erything seems  revived.  From  here  I  go  to  Can- 
do,  to-day.—; Joseph  Holder,  April  20. 
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Pierce,  Ohio.— This   church   is  si 
laboring    in    the    Master's     kingdo 
Our  regular  meetings  are  fairly  well 
attended  and  we  are  hopeful  that  the 
good  seed  sown  will  ere  long  prod 
an    abundant    harvest.      Our    Sunday 
school  has  started  out  for  the  sumn 
splendidly,  with  Bro.  Amos  Yutzey 
Superintendent,    assisted    with   a   f 
corps    of     officers.  —  Reuben    Shroycr, 
April  /p. 

Lancaster  Oity,  Pa.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  on  the  even 
ing  of  April  8,  Bro.  S.  R.  Zug  being 
present.  Everything  was  disposed 
of  very  pleasantly.  Four  were 
ceived  by  letter.  Two  delegates  \ 
sent  to  District  Meeting  and  one  to 
Annual  Meeting.  Our  love  feast  was 
appointed  for  June  7.  It  was  also  di 
cided  to  arrange  for  the  building  of 
a  new  church.—  T.  F.  Imlcr,  April  14. 

Brothers'  Valley  Church,  Pa.— The 
members  of  the  Brothers'  Valley 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  April 
6.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in  a 
Christian  manner.  A  dear  brother, 
who  had  wandered  away,  returned  to 
the  fold.  Delegates  elected  to  An- 
nual Meeting  are,  D.  H.  Walker  and 
W.  G.  Schrock;  District  Meeting,  W. 
G.  Schrock  and  S.  F.  Rieman.  We 
also  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  on 
June  21,  1896. — Clara  G.  Rieman,  April 
11. 

Pierson,  Iowa. — We  wish  to  say  to 
the  Brethren  in  North  Dakota  and 
Iowa  that  our  love  feast  in  the  Kings- 
ley  church,  Woodbury  Co.,  Iowa,  will 
be  May  16  and  17,  and  we  invite  min- 
istering brethren  to  arrange  to  stop 
witK  w>  on  tWu  way  to  Annual  Meet- 
ing and  give  us  some  meetings.  We 
are  on  a  line  from  the  north  to  An- 
nual Meeting.  Drop  a  card  to  ■  the 
writer  and  I  will  meet  any  one  at 
train  in  Pierson,  on  line  of  Northwest- 
ern from  Wall  Lake  to  Kingsley,  and 
ten  miles  west  of  Central  R.  R.,  from 
Cherokee  to  Onawa.— J.  W.  Trostle. 

Quemahoning  Church,  Pa.  —  Wc 
have  just  closed  an  interesting  series 
of  meetings  in  our  little  town  of 
Hooversville,  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  N. 
H.  Beahm,  of  Winchester,  Va„  who 
came  to  us  on  the  evening  of  March 
28  and  continued  until  the  evening  of 
April  12.  He  held  forth  the  Word  in 
its  purity  with  power.  The  interest 
was  excellent  during  the  entire  meet- 
ing and  we  feel  sure  impressions  were 
made  which  will  bring  souls  to  Christ 
ere  long.  As  an  immediate  result, 
six  dear  souls  were  made  willing  to 
forsake  sin  and  walk  with  the  people 
of  God.— P.J.  Btough,  Hooversville,  Pa. 

New  Hope  Church,  Rang.— On  Sun- 
day, April  5,  Bro.  J.  H.  Neher  and 
wife,  of  McCune,  Kans.,  came  to  us 
to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings,  which 
continued  until  the  evening  of  the 
14th.  We  had  some  splendid  meet- 
ings, and  we  are  impressed  more  and 
more  that  if  members  would  all  at- 
tend more  promptly  all  of  the  meet- 
ings, whether  regular  local  appoint- 
ments or  series  of  meetings,  and  learn 
to  appreciate  the  benefits  of  the  same, 
there  would  be  less  troubles  than 
there  are.  One  soul  was  born  into 
the  kingdom  at  the  close  of  the  above 
meeting.  One  was  also  received  by 
letter  at  our  last  council.— A  B.  Lich- 
tenwaller. 


La  Motte  Church,  111.— Our  q 
terly  council  was  held  March  4.  One 
was  received  by  letter.  Bro.  J.  C, 
Stoner  was  elected  as  delegate  to  An- 
nual Meeting.  Our  Sunday  school 
was  reorganized  March  29.  Bro.  Wm 
Swinger  was  elected  Superintendent 
We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  fall. — Gertie  Stoner,  Hutson- 
ville,  III,  April  16. 

Harrod,  Ohio.— The  members  of  th 
Lafayette  church  met  in  council  April 
II.  Quite  an  amount  of  busii 
came  before  the  meeting.  Most  of 
the  business  was  disposed  of  pi 
anlly.  One  query  goes  to  District 
Meeting.  The  church  sends  no  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Meeting.  Bro.  Char- 
ley Wilkins  was  chosen  delegate  to 
District  Meeting. — G.  A.  Snider. 

Carrington,  N.  Dak. — There  were 
about  twenty-five  members  landed  at 
Carrington  last  Thursday,  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  it  their  future  home. 
We  met  on  last  Saturday  with  the  in- 
tention of  taking  some  steps  towards 
organizing  a  church.  Elders  present 
:  Noah  Fisher,  Joseph  Holder, 
Joel  Weaver  and  D.  H.  Niccum,  all  of 
Indiana.  The  prospect  is  good  for  a 
church  here. — D.  H.  Niccum,  April  15. 
Des  Moines  Valley  Church,  Iowa.— 
Our  love  feast  will  be  held  July  4. 
Our  Sunday  school  started  out  en- 
agingly  this  spring.  As  this 
church  moves  along  peacefully  and 
harmoniously,  and  is  growing  in  stead- 
fastness for  Gospel  simplicity,  we  see 
.  icnwn  why  she  should  not  have 
bright  future.  We  have  one  ap- 
plicant for  baptism,  to  be  attended  to 
at  our  next  meeting. — Samuel  Bowser, 
Ankeny,  Iowa,  April  17. 

Carthage   Church,    Mo.— While   we 

have    had    no    accessions   by    baptism 

ng  the  winter,  we    have   had    the 

pleasure  of  receiving  twelve  members 

by  letter  since  Nov.  3,   1895,  including 

minister,— Bro.    William  Bradt 

We  have  had  two  series  of  meetings, 

by   the    home    ministers  and  one 

by  Bro.  Hipes.     A  good  interest  was 

ifested.     We  have   an   interesting 

Sunday  school  that  has  continued  for 

two   years   without    closing   down   for 

the  winter.     The  writer  is  Superintend- 

nt.    We    have    decided    to    use   the 

Brethrens    Quarterlies    in    our    school. 

ro.    George    Barnhart   represents    us 

i    delegate    at    District   Meeting  and 

Iso  at  Annual  Meeting.— Noah  Oren, 

April  1  J. 

Fortuna,  Cal.— This  is  a  place  where 
the  people  need  to  be  enlightened. 
There  is  but  a  small  number  of  us 
here  and  all  we  can  do  is  to  distribute 
tracts.  One  young  brother  is  work- 
ing in  a  sawmill  and  he  has  been  dis- 
tributing Messengers  and  tracts.  We 
take  our  Messengers,  Disciples  and 
tracts,  and  hang  them  up  in  public 
places,  where  they  can  easily  be  seen. 
Some  have  been  reading  and  seem 
interested.  We  had  thought  we  would 
move  to  an  organized  church  this  fall, 
but  we  feel  that  there  is  a  great  work 
to  do  here.  We  need  help;  will  not 
some  of  the  Brethren  come?  Th 
in  a  very  productive  country.  Drouth 
was  never  known  here. — Sadie  Hay. 
April  13. 
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MILLER.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church, 
Va.,  March  25,  1896,  sister  Susan  Miller  {net 
Click)  aged  41  years,  5  months  and  ig  days. 
Sister  Miller  was  the  wife  of  Martin  F.  Mil- 
ler, who  now  has  the  care  of  five  small  chil- 
dren. M.  B.  Miller. 

STUDEBAKER— In  the  Mississinewa  con- 
gregation, Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  March  18,  1896, 
sister  Mary  Ann  Studebaker,  wife  of  Eld. 
John  U.  Studebaker,  aged  77  years,  8  months 
and  6  days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to 
John  U.  Studebaker,  March  20,  1836.  To  them 
were  born  nine  children.  Five  of  them  pre- 
ceded her  to  the  spirit  land.  Her  husband 
and  four  children  are  left  to  mourn  their  loss. 
She,  with  her  husband,  united  with  the  Breth- 
ren church  in  the  summer  of  1837  in  Miami 
County,  Ohio.  Soon  afterward  they  came  to 
Delaware  County,  Ind.,  where  they  lived 
ever  since.  She  was  much  devoted  to  the 
church  of  her  choice  and  was  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  its  principles.  She  had  been  blind  for 
nearly  one  year  previous  to  her  death.  May 
the  Good  Lord  sustain  our  aged  brother  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  days.  Funeral  by 
Eld.  Hiram  Branson  to  a  large  concourse  of 
friends.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 

SLIFER.—  At  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  April  16, 
1806,  Bro.  Andrew  Slifer,  aged  66  years,  10 
months  and  1 1  days.  Deceased  was  born  in 
Washington  Co.,  Md.,  June  5,  1820.  March 
8,  1858,  he  married  Maria  Rowe.  March 
7,  1868,  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Illinois, 
/here  he  remained  until  his  death.  Their 
inion  was  blessed  with  eleven  children,  three 
of  whom  preceded  him  to  the  grave.  Six 
daughters,  two  sons  and  their  mother  are  left. 
Slifer  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
about  thirty  years  ago.     Funeral  by  Eld.  M.  S. 

ewcomer.  D.  E.  Price. 

WENRICK— Near    Bradford,    Ohio,    June 

,    1895,   David    Wenrick,   aged    79  years,    5 

onths  and  9  days.     Deceased  was  born  near 
Harrisburg,    Pa.,  Jan.    I,    1816;  he    spent    his 
childhood    and   youth   in   poverty.    When  he 
twenty   years  of  age,  in  company   with  a 
associates,  he  walked  all  the  way  from 
Harrisburg  to  Dayton,  by  the  way  of  Canton, 
itance  of  about  five  hundred  miles.     He 
came  to  the  vicinity  of  Covington,  where 
let  Elizabeth  Grub,  who  became  his  wife 
March   1,   1838,  and  who   was  indeed  a  true 
helpmeet  and  companion  throughout  the  jour- 
ney of  life.    Over  fifty  years  ago  they  settled 
the  farm  where  he  died.    Here  they  reared 
interesting  family  of  four  boys  and   four 
Is.    His  entire  life  was  spent  under  Chris- 
3  influences.    In   1849  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Baptist  church,  in  which 
he  has  ever  since  been  a  faithful,  earnest,  con- 
it  worker,  serving  as  deacon  for  the  last 
thirty-five  years.     Funeral  services  conducted 
by  Bro.  Wm.  Boggs,  in    the    Harris    Creek 
church    from   Acts    16:  36.     Interment    in    the 

:w  cemetery,  near  the  church. 

J.  G.  Porter. 

SHATTO—  In  the  Sabetha  church,  Nema- 
ha Co.,  Kans.,  April  5,  1896,  of  membranous 
ip,  Emma,  daughter  of  Bro.  J.  B.  and  sis- 
Hannah  Sbatto,  aged  15  years,  3  months 
21  days.     Funeral  by  the  Brethren  from 
Job  38: 17.  R,  A.  Yoder. 

BARNHART— Nov.  20,  1895,  Ethel,  daugh- 
ter of  friend  Will  Barnhart,  aged  3  years,  9 
months  and  16  days.  Funeral  by  Bro.  C.  M. 
Brower  from  2  Tim.  2;  n,  12. 

S.  F.  Brower. 

HILBERT.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  congre- 
gation, Va„  March  30,  1896,  sister  C.  V. 
Hilbert,  aged  45  years,  2  months  and  Q  days. 
Funeral  by  Eld.  Jacob  Thomas. 

M.  B.  Miller. 

HOFF.— In  the  Cando  church,  N.  Dak., 
April  10,  1806,  sister  Sarah  Ann  Hoff,  aged 
71  years,  7  months  and  20  days.  She  was  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
still  living.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
church  for  forty  nine  years.  She  emigrated 
from  Roann,  Ind.,  with  her  children,  to  this 
country,  in  March,  1896.  She  was  afflicted 
with  lung  fever  during  the  winter.  It  was 
supposed  she  was  well,  but  she  took  a  re- 
lapse and  after  six  days  passed  away.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Bro.  Isaac  Deardorff,  as- 
sisted by  the  brethren,  from  the  language, 
"  The  Master  calleth  for  thee." 

A.  B.  Peters. 


OLINGER  —  In  the  bounds  of  the 
Creek   church,   Preble  C 
1S96,  friend    David    Olinger,  aged    m 
and  5  months.    Funeral  by  Bro.  Joseph  Lo 
anecker  from  Isa.  38:  I. 

George  H.  peiry 
BURKHART.-In  the  Tuscarawas  churrk 
Ohio,  April  9,   1896,  sister  Victoria  Burkr™' 
,ged  76  years,  9  months  and  20  d 
/as  the  mother  of  eleven  children 
whom  are  still  living.    Her  husband 
her  to  the  spirit  land  five  years  ago. 

faithful  member  of  the  Brethren   church™ 
number  of  years.    Funeral  services  by  Eld 
Noah  Longanecker,  assisted  by  the  writer 
Reuben  Shrover. 
REED.— In  Atlanta,  Logan  Co.,  Ill,  Auril 


March 


a's.  Sha 
■  eight  of 
Preceded 


Ha 


Reed,  aged  1 


i,  3  months  and  23  days 
Funeral  at  the  Mt.  Hope  church  in  McLean 
which  was  largely  attended  by  relatives  and 
friends.  M.  j.  McCwrr, 

WELLER— In  the  Middle  Creek  district, 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Bro.  Samuel  Weller,  aped 
76  years,  3  months  and  22  days.  Bro.  Welle, 
was  a  consistent  member  for  about  forty-five 
years.  In  the  death  of  Bro.  Weller  the  church 
lost  a  faithful  member,  the  community  a 
good  citizen,  the  children  a  kind  and  affec- 
tionate father,  the  wife  a  kind  husband.  Fu- 
neral  services  in  the  Weller  church  by  the 
writer  from  Amos  4: 12.         Silas  Hoover. 

RENSBERGER.— In  the  Rock  Run  church, 
Ind.,  April  12,  1806,  Bro.  Josiah  Rensberger', 
aged  66  years,  2  months  and  Jo  days.  He  was 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  2,  1830. 
He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Holmes  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1831;  came  to  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  in  May,  1847;  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Cripe,  March  27 
1857;  united  with  the  church,  June,  1854;  was 
chosen  deacon  in  May,  i860,  which  office  he 
filled  until  death.  Forty-two  years  he  enjoyed 
the  associations  of  the  church  circle,  and  thir- 
ty-six years  gave  his  service  to  the  same  body 
as  deacon.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  a  large  cir- 
cle of  relatives.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the 
churchhouse  west  of  Goshen  by  I.  L.  Berkey, 
from  Rev.  3:  21.  M.  N.  Rensbergeb, 

HAHN.— In  Sabetha,  Kans.,  March  17,  1 8(6, 
sister  Elizabeth  Hahn,  aged  84  years  and  7 
days.  Her  maiden  name  was  Whitson.  She 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  mar- 
ried Bro.  Adam  Hahn  in  1834,  who  departed 
this  life  eleven  years  ago.  She  was  the  moth- 
er of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. She  united  with  the  church  when  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  and  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber for  sixty-nine  years.  Funeral  services  by 
Bro.  C.  J.  Hooper  and  the  writer  from  Luke 
2:29-30.  E.  Cober. 

BOLINGER— In  the  Cherry  Grove  church, 
Carroll  Co.,  111.,  April  10,  1896,  sister  Annie 
Louisa  (Finifrock)  Bolir.ger,  aged  44  years, 
11  months  and  12  days.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  George  W.  Bolinger  Feb.  7,  1871. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  nine  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  She  leaves  a 
husband  and  seven  children,— five  daughters 
and  two  sons.  She  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  about  twenty-four  years  ago.  She  was 
a  constant  sufferer  for  the  last  four  months. 
She  called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed 
a  short  time  before  her  departure.  Funeral 
from  2  Cor.  5:  1,  2  by  the  Brethren. 

Henry  M.  Martin. 

BURGER.— In  the  Sugar  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  March  30,  1896,  Michael  Burger,  aged 
67  years,  7  months  and  14  days.  Deceased 
was  married  to  Catherine  Morgan  Sept.  191 
1845.  This  union  was  blessed  with  eleven 
children,— seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
His  wife  died  Nov.  21,  1890.  He  was  again 
married  to  Elizabeth  Richards  July  21,  1892. 
She  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  land  one  year 
ago.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  a  number  of  years.  Funeral  sermon 
by  the  writer  to  a  large  congregation. 

Reuben  Shrover. 

WEIGLE.-April  3,  1896,  Willie  Elder 
Weigle,  son  of  Bro.  Martin  and  sister  Henri- 
ette  Weigle,  aged  24  years,  1 1  months  and 
15  days.  He  was  an  industrious,  honest 
young  man  of  good  habits,  genial  and  kind, 
and  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  has 
always  believed  in  Christianity  but  never 
joined  any  church  until  a  few  weeks  ago 
when  he  joined  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  and  died  strong  in  its  belief.  Funer- 
al conducted  by  Eld.  Isaac  Billheimer. 


■2\a::B  oobpsl  jm^bssjjsto-^3^^. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

DISTRICT  HEETINOS. 

District  of  Michigan,  In  Saginaw  church, 

utiir   o  \   m    District  or  Southern  Ohio,  in  the 

M».l'r'-    ,'l'ViV'I'h  .Mior.'.h.  rinrko  Co.,  Ohio.    The 
".",",..  cuv.tu.  ilu.dhy  befi.ru  at  2  P.  M. 
-    n,l«  ntSA.  M..  Middle  l'lstrlctof  Missouri. 

*Moy      1  lie  'Mineral    Creek   c 
\i'  .  >iion  the  day  previous. 


Mini-I.rm] 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

i  10  A.  M.,  Hickory  Grove,  Miami   Co 
•_>  o'clock,  Walnut  Valley  church,  3  miles 

7;30P.M.,- 
„  Philadelphia, 

4  P,  M-,  Kansas  Center  church,  Kans,, 


id  14,  Spring  Creek 
1 1  P.  M„  Mllledge- 
tBP.  M.,  Buok  Cre 


Our  Publications. 


iaptedto  the  understanding 


Have  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble? 


Kidney  Tonic 


Sunday  School  Helps, 


the  list  of  the  periodica 


0  P.  M.,Qe: 

.  M.,  Everett,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa. 
.  M.,  Falls  City  church,  Nflbr. 
P.  M.,  Woodbury  church,   Bedford 


.  M.,  Oakland  church,  Darke  Co., 
at  2  P.  M.,  Klngsley  church,  Iowa, 
I.,  North  Beatrice  church,  Nebr. 
t  2  P.  M.,  Napei 


,  Story  Co.,  IoWft. 
19,  at  10  A.  M„  Pine  Creek,  111. 
P.  M.,  Springfield  church,  Ind. 
0  A.  M.,  Middle  Creek  church,  Iowa. 


nnciot  Co.,  Ohio. 
me  20,  at  2  P.  M.,  Weeping  Water  church, 
ine  20    and  SI,  at  1  P,  M„  Hickory  Grove,  ( 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religioi 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Hrctl 
ten  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  on 
recognized    church    organ,     Price,  $1.50    pi 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  puhlished,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

ica  to  one  nudruss,  3  months 1  70 


t  10  A.  M  ,  Dry  C 

nd  17,  Upper  Com 
auth  of  East  Berlii 
d  17,  at  3  P.  M.,  Lai 
,  i  P.  M.,  English  1 
,4  P.  M.,  Manassas 

it  4  P.    M.,  Englis 

eCo.,  Ind. 

t  4  P.  M.,  Turkey 


,  Linn  I'o, 


i   Prairie  chun 
ireek  church,  I 


,  liade  hou 
.e  Oak  chui 


I.,  Cherry  Grove  oh 

3ordo  church.  111. 

e,  Falling  spring  chi 

1  church,  Gage 


c  church,  Nodaway  ( 


egatloo,  Bay  C 
J.  M.,  Ridgely  t 


ugregatlon,  Caro- 


,Pa. 


.  K.-lhH   1. 


May  28  and 


,  Holt 

l  Aiiihior'station,  on  the  N.  P.  It. 

1,  Sams  Creek,  Md. 

24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Pipe  Creek  chu 


,  Md. 


,  9  A.  M.,  Tulpehocken  cotif 
II  bide  I  berg  meetinghouse. 
d  27,  Brandt's  church,  Frai: 
.  4  P.  M.,  Bethel  he 


ilnCo.,  Pa. 
Jefferson  Co. 

■rtheast  of  Tipum,  L'ednr 


JO,  Rogue  River  \ 
», at 4 P.M.,  Sue 

30,  Maple  Grove  ; 


northeast o 
Ramsey  Co 

Co.,'Mich. 

ine27and28, 

July  -J,  at  2  P. 


.,  Maple  Grove  church,  \ 

(hit  lirorhi'r'B  Valley  coi 


N.  Dak. 

M„  South  Waterloo 
M.,  New  Haven  c 


►  ♦ADVERTISEMENTS 

,  each  Insertion: 


:oplos. 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Lvery  fam- 
ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quar 

vanced  classes.    I 
and    a  complete 
throughout.     In    p 
keep    constantly    i 
Brotherhood,  and  a 

Single  subscription,  on 


. — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
itains  the  lesson  text, 
nation  of  the  lesson 
ing  this  quarterly  we 
:w  the  needs  of  tb( 
1  fully  adapt  it  to  tbeii 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with 
Single  subacrlptton,  per  yeai 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Om 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a 
in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  pie; 


1   large   tun  Mo   i 


AGENTS,  READ  THIS! 


claim  for  It.  It  retails  fo 
cents;  100  per  oont  profit 
wlndor  watch  or  calendar 

samples  that  retail  for  <l 
goods  prepaid.  Addretis: 
way,  Proderlok  Co,,  Md. 


dolly  Co.,  Now  J 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


ultural  lands  l: 


i  located  only  t 


all  in  a  hardwood  timber  t 
overedwlth  a  splendid  gro' 
ak.  maple,  elm,  and  poplar. 


May  HO,  St.  Vraln  church,  Colo. 

Mu.v  :»,  nt  •_>  P.  M.,  Smith  Fork  church,  Mo. 
May  30,  at  4  P.  M.,  Palestine,  Ark. 
May  30,  at  4  P.  M.,  Bethel  church,  Thayer  Co 
1,  McPherBon,  Kai 


.  M., 


onticello  church,  Ind. 
ohurch,  Madison  Co.,  I 
,  Marsh  Creek  church,  1 


t  sister  Kendalls's 
Creek,  Dallas  Co. 
a  Grove,  111, 


,  Wichita  church,  K 
Neville  church,  Kani 


0A.  M.,  Grundy  County  chur 

„Mt.  Pleasant  churchhouse,  V 

&.  M.,  Mississinewa  church,  Dt 
d.',  at  Union  Grove  ohurchhoi 
est  of  Shldeler. 
1.  M.,  Green  Spring  DlBtrlct, 


or  the  plow. 
These  lands  I  offer  a 


I  kinds  of  grain 


lose  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  } 

luth  and   West  Superior,  are  the  very  best, 

ror  shipping  of  grain  being  only  1%  to  Dee 

jundred.    The  lands  are  well  watered  w 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


The  Most  Complete  a 


.„  —    Low  In  Price.    Circular 

ZERO  CREAMERY  CO..  PERU,  IMP. 


/hen  ordering  cards 
nd  price  as  well  a; 


Sunday    School    Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here, 
aments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdozen.  .  .$    81 


Other  Helps.— We  arc  prepared  to  tan 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps, 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  wrlt< 
hefore  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishii 


Mo 


nt  Mo 


■  WVUPVWVWWV'"' 


Stop  a  Moment. 


K  AJIKAIIAM    E.  WKAVK 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St.,  Baltii 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


pound  (herb  form)  c 


I-   KnmiiilhiH. 


Thr. 


rup  Compoun' 

VIOTOB  Remeriks  Co., 

Frederick,  Md. 


FARM  FOR  SALE 


Of    160  Acres,  lo- 
cated 1  mile  south- 


lit  burn,  apple  ori'linrd  n 
r  information  address, 

SARAH  1 


Box  118,  Shlppensburg,  Pa, 


TjmBl    QOSFB'i    ^CSSS2Q2STC3-SK. 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


|Wa|  Baking 


Powder 


ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


ultdole,  Ala. 

[  l.otM  P.  M.,  BillTalo  Valley,  Pft. 

t  Ji  P.   M.,  CiisstOTVii  cliurgti,   Miami   i 


2  P.  M  ,  Mood  will  i 
iroh,  Juniata  Co., 
.  M.,  lown  River  c! 


...THE  THIRD... 

Annual  Excursion ! 


WE  PAY  CASH 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER! 


I'M-fUi'd  hi  purify 

Ivlilell  IK'cllliilillkln 

•  tllsifiisi-s  of  viLilmis  kinds. 


Of  Brethren  and  Friends  I 

Left  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  for  the 
North  Dakota  Colonies  March  2b*, 
and  numbered  1,036  souls.  An- 
other excursion  left  April  8,  and 
additional  excursion  parties  will 
leave   from    time   to   time   during 

.1896.  The  Brethren  are  set- 
tling along  the  Great  Northern 
Railway    in  an   encouraging 

manner  and  the  members  are  anx- 
ious that  those  seeking  new  homes 
should  join  the  churches  and  colo- 
nies already  established. 

BST'For  printed  matter  and  personal 
information,  address  or  apply  to  the 
undersigned,  who  organized  the  move- 
ment of  Brethren  to  North  Dakota, 
and  is  prepared  to  help  others  in  find- 
ing locations  in  the  best  agricultural 
sections  of  that  State. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Dr.  A.  W.  Vaniman, 
OCULIST   AND   AURIST 


AT  NEXT  ANNUAL  MEETING 

AT  OTTAWA,  KANS. 


H.'N  Hon  111. K  iHsniVFKY  Ih  11  Illcdli'l 

rich  tho  ___ 

■Vl-Is,   luilids 

'  ■: 

|>lll'l>        tilt! 

blood,  whii' h  nu-ims  com!  health, 
irtln  Vi'iitrlvv,  uf  York,  Ph.,  writes  Feb.  ••.%  1W«: 
ii  anil  my  blood  Ix-i-nini-  very  hiipiiiv.  During 
(line   I   MllTeivd    roi,>ldrriibl.-    will,    liciidm-hf, 

f»fnp|»OtiIf,lllld    IIUlll.-l-OUMllllll.'IItS    mil;,'!,     by 

ire  blood.    A   frw  n th.-nyo  J  w,is  i-ctun.sti-'d 

in'  i  if  in  v  r  i-l.  nits  In  l  i_v  •  I  Hi  I.I.H's  Il.Mihlc  HIs- 
ry'us  a  liloud  imrl/l.T.     ]   Imvo  taken  several 

''- I  inn  J"i  f>  i  r  ly  siit  1>II.  .1  wilJi   tin-   results. 

,;jn;,,lilJ"]l;|1!1"1  w''1"  IT..U14I1I  .ml  on  my  hm'fc 
'  |.ii.if;MiL'ti.,'o,l...r,||-.'  '"iV'ln!-"!^.!  f.VmVl.Vn 
-.luiinn-h,   KiviiiB    inu   a   spin] 


i-lul   sjiriiic  offer  we  will  j 


If  You  Are  Going  to    North    Dakota   thJ 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

if  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 


lit,    A  1,1',    uood    \ 

to  Xi  feel  deep,  free  from  ulkiili, 
RE  ARE  fifty  public  schools, 
THERE  ARE  cliunlies  of  (ill   d-noniiiniMons 


i  Wheat  raised  i 


.  the   average    per   aero   wfl 

THERE  HAS  NEVER  been  n.  fullure  of  crops  i 

"'""1  mid   Foster  bounties  through   thti  elfeet 

THERE  IS  ALWAYS  n  better  price  paid  for  pro 
duce,  and  better  fmiln  ii-s  are  afforded  tiit 
fanner  where  t  In  -i  >-  are  two  eoilipetlnn  rail- 
roads,—the  Mlinii-iipi.il-,,  St.  Caul  and  Sail  It  St  i'. 
Marie  R.  R.,  and  He-  Noi  (In- in  I'm 'I  lie  Railroad 
traverse  Wells  and  Foster  Counties, 
he  Land  Department  of  the  Northern  Pacific 

Railroad  hns  250,000  acres  of  land  in  Foster  and 

Wells  Counties,  of  which  they  have  reserved  I 

□ships  to  bo  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethren, 
have  agreed  to  give  land  for  a  site,  and  live 
idred  dollars  towards  the  erection  of  a  church 

for  the  use  of  the  Brethren. 

prices  asked  for  these  lands  are  from  ?3  to 
sars'  time  Is  given,  with  only 


nine 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


n-ns  in  a  perfectly  easy,  simple,  safe  and  sure 

g  or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  using  DUB  BEL'S 
OUBLE  QUICK  CORN  DURE  according  to  di- 
ctions. It  is  the  champion  tt  all  remedies  to 
move  corns,  warts,  etc     Why  suffer  the  torture 

corns  when  a  ten-cent  box  will  take  them  out? 

is  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  its  kind  ever 
scovered,— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suffer 

th  corns.  Sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of  adhne  or 
n  cents  In  stumps.    Or,  on  receipt  of  twenty-five 


i   Imini'  mill  n 


t  better  pile. 


North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once,  and  I  wl 
you  to  make  n  selection,  and  assist  you 
cost  In  getting  passenger  and  freight  rati 
not  locate,  until  you  have  Investigated.    Wr 


Ibyr 


eofl 


constipation.    Agei 


d  in  every  locality. 
The   following    testimonials,   which    speak   vol- 
mes.  were  received  unsolicited.    The  Coiin  Ctjks 


>   np 1   at 


[  had  concluded 


ICK  Corn  Cukk  by  se.-inj:  n  Vlyortlsed  in',, 
luhle  paper,  and  it  lias  tiik.-n  mviif  mv  eoriiH 
i  I  am  not  afraid  to  i  i-eoinnieud  or  to  sell  it. 
Ima  I.  Rupel,  Teegarden,  Ind.,  writes  Dec  19, 
.:  \ou  will  p  raM-  send  another  t.ox  of  vour 
hn   luiiK,    The  other  did   its  work  well  and  we 

Irs.   Amanda    Klinll^,   FriMidsvllle,  Ohio,  writes 

i    '.,  l.vn,:   1  n-eelved  your  i'ok.n  I'uhk  niul  I'ii.ls, 
I  have  Ion  nd  I  Inin  to  In-  n>  y,  eom  mended. 

~.  Mpubray,  Greenville,  yu„  writes  Jan. 


nrillf 


i  dozi 


The  box  I  s< 

.'''i.'.f'eorn-!"'""11  en,lroly*    II  certainly  is  a  good 
mile    McCoy,   Mt.   Tabor,  Pa.,   writes   Feb     11 

The  box  dIi'okn  ('I'm-  ]  w,,i  f,„m  v,,u  sonn' 
■-  ul;<i  did  tin-  work  beyond  in  y  .-  \  peel  at  ion-.. 
ipietely  that  ll,,-r.-  is  no  VraVn'of  r?bein<]eH/'  S° 
Kphraim  Shanub.ire..r.(  ^  k'x-l.  iimd  .writes  Feb 
I..109U:  Yourt:<iKN  I   r  nv.  i|,„  .  hii  y  «ai  claim  it   will 


:  had  [ 


'  the  - 


Here  Again  for  1896 

—  C.  C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.  Nearly  100  pages  8x10, 
Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 
best  quality  ol  paper.  It  is  really  the  finest  book  oi  its 
class  published.  Price,  is  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A.  #n6 


i  hand.    Please 


on  cents  for  winch  please  SP11 

IIIIIIIIKI.'S    Hoflll.lt    tiUICK    « 

b  good  satisfaction. 

,  Baker,  Ohio,  writes  Jan.  4, 11 


'i-!".V^Mi"i,S™^"^; 


8.  E.  DDBBKL  4  CO.,  Pronrletors, 

Wtrneiboro,  Kr.ukliu  Co.,  r» 


THE 

SANTA  FE  ROUTE 

Solicits  Your  Patronage 
en  route  to  the 

GREAT  OTTAWA  MEETING 

MAT  26  to  29,  1896. 


One  Fare  for  the  Round  Trip, 


THE  SANTA  FE  owns  her  own  line  from  Chi- 

yo,  Gnlcsburg,  Fort  Madison,  and  Kansas  City  to 

Ottawa,  Knns.,  mill  lands  Its  passengers  within"  SIX) 

Through  Sleepers  to  Kansas  City, 
Chair  Cars  to  Ottawa. 

THE  BAKTAFB  makes  a  specialty  of  handling 
large  excursions,  and  is  able  to  assure  Its  friends  a 
quick  and  comfortable  trip. 

At  the  close  of  the  Conference  excursion  tickets 

II  be  sold  at  ONE-FAHE  rate  to  points   In   Kan- 

i,  Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico  with  liberal   limits 

d  stop-over  privileges. 

Address:  G.  T.  NICHOLSON,  G.  P.  A.  A.  T.  &  S. 

K'y,  Chicago,  III.,  or  any  representative  of  Santa 


Why  Go  North? 

There  is  no  need  to  go  to  northern  sec- 
tions of  country  when  you  can  buy  land  just  as 
productive  in  a  milder  climate.  The  choice 
farming  lands,  adjacent  to  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington and  Qu  ncy  Railway  in  Nebraska, 
afford  fine  advantages  to  the  settler.  Be  sure 
to  take  in  the 

Special  Low-Rate  Excursion 

To  these  fine  farm  lands  at  the  close  of  the 
Ottawa  Annual  Meeting.  For  further  particu- 
lars address:  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass.  Agt.  C. 
B.  &  Q,  R'y,  or  inquire  of  the  Burlington  rep- 
resentative on  Annual  Meeting  grounds. 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


Brethren- 
Plain  Clothing  i  j 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  „! 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  Mr 

iples  of  cloth  from  which  we  mai, 

lnE    **,    tan! 


i  for  orde 
.     Our 


lnS  will  he 


mple  any 


'or  self. 


clothing, 

on  appl 

understand  them 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  a„d 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purcha,. 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  price, 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  INC, 


"Jt.Jt.Jt.JkM. 


BRETHREN  WHO  DESIRE  A 
MILD  CLIMATE 


Who  Want  to  Live  by  Farming, 
Must  Begin  with  Small 
Capital. 

Mend  to  the  address  In-low  for  particulars  < 

Ii.,.  I'.ii...  c.l,, in    ..f  t  ii  I  If in      v, , 

the  kind  of  ln-.>|  1 1.-  I  (ml  -iili.d  In  ^u.ii  in-. 


FOR  SALE !  \ have  500  bus.hels  °f 


the  best  late  pota: 
,  W.  MIDDOUR, 


TO   THE 

...ANNUAL  MEETING... 
C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y. 

A  chair  car  will  be  run  from  Mount  Morris 

rect    to    the    Annual    Meeting    at   Ottawa, 

Kans.,  so  as  to  accommodate  all  the  Brethren 

going   from   Northern    Illinois,     The  car  will 

ive  Mount  Morris  at  5  P.  M.,  May  22,  and 

11  be  attached  to  the  south-bound  train  on 

the  Illinois  Cental,  at  Forreston,  leaving  there 

at   6   P.    M.     Brethren   wishing   to  enjoy  this 

treat  of  traveling   in  a  special  chair  car 

direct  to  the  place  of  Meeting,  without  change, 

will    concentrate    at    Mt.    Morris,    Forreston, 

Polo,  Dixon  and    Mendota,    Those  at  Lena 

and  Freeport  may  board  the  regular  train  and 

join  the  excursion  at  Forreston.    For  further 

culars  address  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass. 

Agt.,  Chicago,  III. 


FREE 


TO  ALL  READERS 

.  THE  MESSENGER. 

„jd  to  mail  a  free  sample 
fthefemoua  I  n.i  ■»  '1  --]l  ■"£ 
■ader  of  the  Messenger,  now 
ed  to  be  the  greatest  and  best 


The 


orth  hundr 


t  for  only  S 


1  eold  through 


of  the 


afflicted 

agents.     Sp 

Messenger  on  application.    Address 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Aeeot  (Of  the  United  SUM". 


The  Gospel  Messenger 
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-^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 


May  I,  in  all  the  large  cities,  is  known  as  the 
moving  day.  It  is  on  that  day  that  thousands  of 
families  trade  homes,  so  to  speak,  some  bettering 
their  conditions,  while  others  do  not.  But  last 
Friday,  May  I,  even  the  elements  became  greatly 
disturbed,  and  did  some  moving  not  so  desirable. 
In  many  parts  of  the  West  there  were  severe 
storms,  and  in  some  localities  the  crops  suffered 
greatly.  At  Mount  Vernon,  111.,  the  hail-stones 
were  almost  as  large  as  hen's  eggs.  This  proved 
disastrous  to  the  fruit.  At  one  place  in  Iowa  snow 
fell.    In  some  places  three  inches  of  rain  fell  in- 

ide  of  one  hour.     It  was  a  May  day  that  will  long 

s  remembered  in  some  localities. 


The  deepest  shaft  in  the  world  is  said  to  be  in 
ie  copper  mines  of  Michigan.  What  is  known  as 
the  Red  Jacket  shaft  is  now  4,900  feet  deep, — al- 
most one  mile,  At  this  great  depth  extensive 
>er  mines  are  to  be  opened  up.  What  is  be- 
this  no  one  knows,  only  as  a  matter  of  con- 
ire.  We  live  on  the  surface  of  the  globe  and 
;so  far  have  been  able  to  penetrate  only  a  few 
thousand  feet.  For  aught  we  know  untold  treas- 
may  be  below  this  point.  It,  for  copper,  men 
I"'"  go  to  the  depth  of  nearly  one  mile,  what  would 
they  not  do  to  reach  enormous  deposits  of  gold! 
rut  wnat  is  gold,  compared  with  the  knowledge 
'"at  is  from  above,  with  which  the  Holy  Scrip- 
I'ures  abound!  Most  people,  however,  seek  the 
!>eavenly  treasures  on  the  surface  of  the  Sacred 
P=cord.  They  look  not  beyond  the  letter.  He 
too  would  reach  the  most  valuable  treasures  of 
heavenly  knowledge  and  wisdom,  must  dig  deep, 
lnd  even  after  he  has  reached  the  greatest  depth 
Possible  for  finite  man,  there  may  still  remain, 
"  bey°"d  him,  the  most  valuable  of  all  knowl- 
■  f?e-  Unto  the  faithful,  all  these  treasures  will 
pened  up  when  the  more  perfect  age  shall 
;ome. 


"  A  good  way  to  secure  right  conduct  in  one's 
children,  or  pupils,  or  servants,  is  by  setting  them 
a  good  example.  Old  Quarles  said:  '  If  a  prince 
expects  virtuous  subjects,  let  his  subjects  have  a 
virtuous  prince.'  '  Like  master,  like  man,'  is  a 
proverb  of  the  ages.  If  you  want  followers  in  the 
right  way,  you  must  be  a  leader  in  the  right  way. 
'Come  after  me'  is  a  more  potent  call  than  'Walk 
in  the  way  that  I  tell  you  is  the  right  one.'  " 

The  Czar  of  all  Russia  is  soon  to  be  crowned, 
and  the  ceremony  is  to  be  witnessed  by  leading 
representatives  from  the  different  nations  of  earth. 
Millions  of  dollars  are  to  be  spent  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  in  all  probability  a  few  lives  will  be 
sacrificed.  Already  certain  suspected  papers  have 
been  suppressed,  people  have  been  arrested  and 
the  students  from  the  universities  ordered  home. 
What  else  is  to  happen  we  do  not  know,  but  most 
assuredly  the  crowning  of  one  man  ought  not  to 
make  such  a  disturbance.  Among  the  kings  of 
earth  the  crowns  are  for  the  few,  and  these  not 
generally  the  most  deserving,  but  in  the  kingdom 
of  Christ  there  will  be  a  crown  for  all  those  who 
remain  faithful  until  death. 


It  is  said  that  large  tracts  of  dense  forests  ii 
Australia  are  very  nearly  shadeless.  Many  kind 
of  trees  in  that  strange  country  turn  the  edges  in 
stead  of  the  flat  surface  of  their  leaves  to  the  sun 
and  thus  one  may  stand  under  a  tree  of  enormou 
size,  and  sometimes  be  a=  f,.llj.  e,<p0o.><i  t«  m* 
sun  as  though  he  wore  on  the  open  plain.  Travel 
through  these  forests  is  said  to  be  exceedingly 
arduous  work,  as  the  trees,  while  they  do  not  cut 
off  the  sun,  prevent  the  breeze  from  reaching  the 
ground,  and  thus  the  traveler  experiences  a  stifling 
heat.  What  is  true  in  nature  we  sometimes  find 
duplicated  in  religion.  There  are  people  who  al- 
ways seem  to  keep  the  thin  edge  of  their  religion 
towards  the  world,  so  that  as  little  of  it  may  be  seen 
as  possible.  So  frequently  is  this  the  case  that 
one  may  often  spend  days  in  great  masses  of  peo- 
ple without  seeing  enough  of  the  spiritual  side  of 
life  to  realize  that  he  is  in  the  presence  of  hun- 
dreds of  professing  Christians.  It  is  always  pleas- 
ant to  see  the  broad  side  of  Christianity  exposed 
to  view.  

Last  Friday  afternoon,  May  I,  the  Shah  of  Per- 
sia was  shot  by  an  assassin  and  almost  instantly 
killed.  He  died  within  two  minutes  after  the  bul- 
let penetrated  his  body.  He  came  to  the  throne 
forty-eight  years  ago,  and  during  that  time  had 
rare  opportunities  of  greatly  developing  his  em- 
pire. His  country  is  one  of  great  natural  re- 
sources, and  could  be  made  a  very  desirable  land 
for  the  better  class  of  people.  Instead  of  that  it 
is  hardly  half  civilized,  while  education  and  Chris- 
tianity, and  all  else  that  go  to  make  a  great  and 
happy  people,  are  discouraged.  In  forty-eight 
years  the  Shah  ought  to  have  brought  his  empire 
well  to  the  front,  but,  instead  of  that,  he  leaves  a 
Government  far  below  the  average.  He  was  a 
shrewd  man  in  his  way,  but  lacked  true  manly 
qualities.  At  the  table  he  did  not  have  the  man- 
ners of  a  five-year-old  boy.  On  one  occasion, 
while  at  a  State  banquet  in  Berlin,  he  almost  ru- 
ined the  magnificent  robe  of  the  Empress  Augus- 
ta, by  coolly  removing  from  his  mouth  the  food 
that  did  not  suit  his  taste,  and  throwing  it  into  the 
lap  of  the  royal  lady.  His  whole  life  seems  to 
have  been  marred  by  his  ill  manners.  From 
this  we  may  learn  that  even  great  men  do  not 
sometimes  know  how  to  behave  themselves  in 
company,  or  anywhere  else. 


In  too  many  religious  services  there  is  an  air  of 
indifference  even  among  the  members,  that  is  at 
times  painful  to  the  devout  worshiper.  We  refer 
to  the  habit  of  noticing  every  little  thing  that  may 
happen  during  the  services.  Everybody  must  see 
everybody  that  comes   in,  and  if   for  any  reason 


must  pass  out  of   the 


every   eye    must 


follow  that  person  until  the  door  is  closed.  Some 
face  the  greater  part  of  the  congregation  and 
stare  at  the  worshipers  as  though  they  were  pic- 
tures to  be  looked  at.  Not  a  few  enter  the  sacred 
edifice  with  an  indifference  bordering  on  cold- 
ness, and,  after  securing  the  best  seat  in  the  room, 
commence  looking  at  everybody  and  everything, 
as  though  they  came  just  to  see  what  may  be  seen. 
Along  this  line  much  improvement  is  needed,  for 
the  house  of  God  should  be  entered  with  a  rever- 
ence becoming  a  heavenly  place  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  the  worshipers  should  manifest  a  spirit  in 
keeping  with  true  Christian  devotion. 

There  was  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  world 
when  Persia  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  pow- 
erful empires  of  earth.  But  her  glory  has  de- 
parted. And  yet,  in  one  respect,  she  claims  to  ex- 
cel all  the  kingdoms  on  the  globe.  The  ruler,  the 
Shah  of  Persia,  is  said  to  have  possessed  the  most  val- 
uable treasures  in  jewels  and  gold  ornaments  known 
k>  the  sovereigns  of  earth.  They  are  valued  at 
S6o,ooo,ooo.     In   this   one    valuable    possession    he 

greatly  prided  himself.     Yet  what  is  all   thic  , 

pared  to  the  Sacred  Scriptures!  Were  Ihc  Shah 
to  have  sold  one-tenth  of  his  ornaments  and  placed  a 
copy  of  the  New  Testament  in  each  family  among 
his  subjects,  and  then  used  the  other  nine-tenths  to 
erect  little  red  schoolhouses  in  which  to  educate  the 
millions  of  Persian  children,  his  kingdom  would 
soon  be  the  pride  of  the  civilized  world.  By  and 
by  all  his  costly  jewels  will  perish  as  did  he  and 
his  prosperity,  and  the  world  will  be  none  the  bet- 
ter on  account  of  his  life  here.  What  amazing 
opportunities  some  men  are  letting  slip  by! 

About  three  thousand  years  before  Christ  there 
lived  in  Egypt,  a  royal  personage  named  Men-ha- 
ra.  When  he  died  his  body  was  embalmed,  de- 
posited in  a  wooden  coffin,  and  that  in  a  great 
stone  coffin  in  one  of  the  pyramids.  Here  it  re- 
mained until  1838,  when  it  was  discovered  by 
Colonel  Howard  Vyse,  and  taken  from  its  grand 
stone  house,  with  both  coffins,  and  placed  upon 
board  a  vessel  sailing  for  England.  The  vessel 
was  wrecked,  the  stone  coffin  went  to  the  bottom 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  but  the  wooden  coffin, 
containing  the  mummified  body,  floated  for  some 
days  on  the  boisterous  sea,  and  was  finally  picked 
up,  or  some  parts  of  it,  and  sent  to  London.  The 
mummy  was  deposited  in  the  British  Museum  where 
it  may  now  be  seen.  What  would  have  been  the 
feelings  of  this  wealthy  king,  had  he  been  able 
to  look  forward  nearly  5,000  years,  and  seen  his 
body  floating  for  a  time  on  the  great  deep,  and 
then  placed  on  exhibition  for  the  public  gaze, 
more  than  3  000  miles  from  its  first  resting  place! 
He  had  his  body  well  embalmed  that  it  might  be 
preserved  until  the  coming  of  a  Great  Spirit  who 
would  give  back  to  him  his  soul,  and  thus  permit 
him  to  live  on  in  another  state.  The  Great  Spirit 
has  come,  and  is  animating  the  souls  of  the  thou- 
sands who  confess  Christ  and  obey  his  teachings, 
but  it  does  not  enter  the  body  of  the  old  king. 
Happy  is  he  whose  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  for  the  Lord  will  preserve  that  body  until 
the  resurrection,  and  return  it  to  him  alive  and 
immortalized. 


TJkAJttJ 


QOSPEL   MBS9BN9BB. 


THE  LOVE  OF  QOD. 


LtKR  a  cradle  rocking,  rocking, 

Silent,  peaceful,  to  and  fro- 
Like  a  mother's  sweet  locks  dropping 

On  the  little  face  below  — 
Hangs  the  green  earth,  swinging,  turning, 

Jarless,  noiseless,  safe  and  slow, 
Falls  the  light  of  God's  face  bending 

Down  and  watching  us  below. 
And  as  feeble  babes  that  suffer. 

Toss  and  cry  and  will  not  rest, 
Are  the  ones  the  tender  mother 

Holds  the  closest,— loves  the  best; 
So  when  we  are  weak  and  wretched, 

By  our  sins  weighed  down,  distressed, 
Then  it  is  that  God's  great  patience 

Holds  us  closest,— loves  us  best. 
O  great  heart  of  God!  whose  loving 

Cannot  hindered  be  nor  crossed, 
Will  not  weary,  will  not  even 

In  our  death  itself  be  lost- 
Love  Divine,  of  such  great  loving 

Only  mothers  know  the  cost, —     * 
Cost  of  love  which,  all  love  passing, 

Gave  a  Son  to  save  the  lost. 

— Selected. 

S1NOINO  WITH  THE  SPIRIT. 

BY  J.  H.  MILLER. 

Singing  is  as  much  a  part  of  worship  as  any 
other  part  of  a  service  in  the  church.  Singing 
should  be  done  understandingly.  Paul  admon- 
ished the  church  at  Corinth  to  sing  in  a  way  that 
all  could  hear  and  understand.  "  I  will  sing  with 
the  Spirit,  and  I  will  sing  with  the  understanding 
also,"  says  Paul,  i  Cor.  14:  15.  Paul  had  a  de- 
sire to  sing,  but  he  was  careful  to  get  spirit  into 
his  song,  and  he  wanted  to  understand  what  he  did 


ling. 


has 


engage  in  the  Communion  services?  Would  that 
answer  the  purpose?  Jesus  tells  us,  "  Except  ye 
eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man  and  drink  his 
blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you."  John  6:  53-  In 
order  to  get  the  good  out  of  the  Communion  serv- 
ice we  must  partake  thereof.  In  order  to  get  the 
good  out  of  singing,  we  must  mingle  our  voices. 
Some  few  cannot  sing,  but  these  are  exceptions. 
Paul  was  a  preacher,  and  he  would  say,  "I  will 
sing."  He  was  not  anxious  to  have  some  one  else 
to  do  his  part  of  the  singing.  If  Paul  was  willing 
to  sing,  let  us  follow  his  example.  "  Be  ye  follow- 
ers of  me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ."  1  Cor. 
n:  1.  If  Paul  would  follow  Christ  let  us  follow 
him,  and  sing  as  he  did.  Let  ui  have  more  spirit- 
ual song  services,  more  life  in  the  church,  and  then 
we  can  hold  our  young  people. 
Goshen,  Ind. 

FREEMASONRY  NOT  A  SECRET.-ITS  OATHS  NOT 
BINDING. 

BY  JOHN  HARSHBARGER. 

The  history  and  results  of  Masonry  have  long 
since  been  revealed*  We  desire  in  this  essay  to 
reach  those  who  have  sought  relief  from  the  pres- 
sure of  the  dreaded  oaths  of  Masonry.  We  also 
desire  to  caution  those  who  have  not  yet  become 
entangled  in  the  meshes  of  those  dreadful,  unlaw- 
ful obligations,  such  who  are  willing  to  receive  the 
Bible  as  being  divine. 

This  Holy  Book  does  not  come  to  us  simply  to 
prove  the  existence  of  a  God,  but  teaches  us  what 
to  believe  and  practice  in  order  to  be  saved.  Poor 
sinners  are  inquiring  how  to  regain  the  lost  favor 
of  God.  Freemasonry  and  the  Bible  give  opposite 
answers  to  this  great  question.  The  one  promises 
salvation  by  virtue  of  the  Lodge,  the  other  by  Je- 
sus Christ. 

We  note  first  that  the  name  of  Christ  is  not 
incorporated  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  Lodge,  and 
if  Christ  is  not  included  in  the  work  of  the  Lodge, 
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no  spirit  in  it.  The  singing  seem; 
There  is  no  life  and  often  no  spiri 
is  discord,  and  no  harmony  nor  n 
We  need  instruction  along  this  line 
any  other  part  of  education,  need 
Many  churches  have  dull  singing 
dull  congregation,  hence  a  lifeless  church. 

This  class  of  work  has  two  sides  to  it.    Singin; 
may  be  too  fast  to  get  the  real  good  out  of  th 
hymn   intended,   but   music    must    be    written    o: 
time,  and  sung  to  time;  then  we  will  get  the  spirit 
out  of  it,  as  well  as  the  understanding. 

I   notice  that,  in  some  places,  the 
imperfect  that  our  young  people  hav 
to  go  to  our  church,  but  will  go  to   oth 
where  there  is  better  music, 
often  lose  some  of  our  youn: 
in  nearly  every  instance, 
dren   go   away   from    our 
singing.     There  may  be 
but  often  we  hear  it  said,  "  Oh,  how 
ing  is  to-day.     There  seems  to  be 
meeting."     If  our  people  would  ha 
teacher,   and   send   their   children, 
themselves,  to  such  singing-schools, 
see  a  vast  improvement  in  every  way. 

We  have  tracts  written  on  a  variety  of  subject 
i  line  there  is  but  little  said  to  aid  in  th 
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no   part  of  worship    in   which   all   can 
singing.     I  have  been  to  places  where 
was  held  and  where  there  was  no  sing- 
meetings   are    dull    and    the    spiritual 
to  be  gone.     Let  us  rally  our  forces  and 
1-cheering  songs,  but  let  us 
g  so  there  will  be  Itarmony, 
11  be  edified  and  the  bless- 
;uch  a  congregation, 
brings    me   into   a  proper 
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lind  for  preaching.  I  see  too  many 
the  members  do  not  help  in  the  song  services. 
They  would  rather  hear  than  sing.  How  would 
it  seem  to  sit  near  and  merely  look  at  those  who 


opening  prayi 
that  they  have  met  in  the  nam 
and  desire  to  do  all  in  his  na 
"  Their  prayer  asks  admittanc 
the  temple  in  the  heavens,  as  a 
cordant  passions  being  subd 
principles  of  Masonry." 

Freemasonry  was  originated  by  man  and  does 
not  include  the  work  and  authority  of  our  Savior 
who  is  the  only  Mediator  and  way  by  which  a  hu- 
man being  may  reach  his  God.  "The  religion  of 
Masonry  is  pure  theism  on  which  different  mem- 
bers engraft  their  own  peculiar  opinions,  but  they 
are  not  permitted  to  introduce  them  into  the 
Lodge  or  to  connect  their  truths  or  falsehood  with 
the  truths  of  Masonry."  ("Mackey's  Lexicon," 
Article,  Religion.) 

From  this  we  learn  that  the  Lodge  proposes  to 
divorce  men  from  any  higher  obligation  than  that 
enjoined  by  the  Lodge  in  which  there  is  none  oth- 
er than  terror  to  bind  and  keep  the  members  to- 
gether. This  cannot  be  a  Christian  motive.  The 
Christian  religion  is  only  found  in  the  Christian 
church,  whose  motive  is  love,  to  bind  and  keep  the 
church  together.  There  are  those  things  in  Lodge 
rites,  calculated  to  destroy  all  relish  for  rites  ap- 
pointed by  Jesus  Christ.  Gospel  preachers  and 
nominal  Christians  who  become  initiated,  are  re- 
quired to  pass  through  those  hideous  forms  and 
ceremonies. 

One  among  the  most  unbecoming  and  unchris- 
tian practices  of  the  Lodge  is  that  of  playing  mur- 
der, slaying,  burying  and  resurrecting  the  candi- 
date, etc.  Some  lodge-men,  who  are  church  mem- 
bers, tell  us,  "  The  better  the  Christian  the  better 
the  Mason."  We  acknowledge  the  more  good 
qualities  a  man  will  carry  into  the  Lodge,  the  bet- 
ter he  should  be  morally,  yet  it  is  as  impossible 
for  him  to  be  a  true  Christian  and  a  true  Mason  at 
the  same  time,  as  for  him  to  be  a  pagan  and  a  loy- 
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al  Quaker  at  the  same  time.  The  language  of 
Son  of  God  comes  to  those  who  profess  to  foil 
Christ  while  attempting  to  obey  the  demands"* 
the  Lodge,  with  full  authority,  by  sayir 
power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven 
Matt.  28:  18.  "  If  ye  shall  ask  anything 
name,  I  will  do  it."  John  14;  14. 
to  you  all,  and  to  all  the  people  of  Israel,  that] 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth,  whom 
crucified,  whom  God  raised  from  the  dead,  ra 
by  him  doth  this  man  stand  here  before 
whole."  Acts  4:  10-12.  "Wherefore  Q0d  also 
hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  Mm 
which  is  above  every  name."  Philpp.  2.  ^ 
God  hath  exalted  this  name  above  every  name,  anc 
yet  the  vital  principles  given  by  Christ,  to  govern 
God's  people,  here  on  earth,  are  ignored  in  the 
Lodge.  The  principle  and  motive  of  love  to  bind 
and  keep  the  church  together  is  altogether  made 
of  non-effect  by  the  motive  of  terror  under  a  death 
penalty  obligation,  to  bind  and  keep  the  Lodge  to- 
gether, hence  a  most  compulsory  matter. 

The  same  is  true  of  charity  which  is  taught  in 
the  New  Testament  as  a  motive  of  free-will 
ing.  This,  too,  is  perverted  by  compulsory  means 
of  collecting  fees  and  dues  without  which  they 
cannot  become  members  nor  be  retained 
and  protected  members;  hence  this  charity  comes 
to  them  only  through  a  most  pungent  contract  1 
der  a  severe  penalty.  If  a  member  comes  to  want 
he  simply  draws  from  that  already  paid 
should  he  fail  financially  and  become  unable  to 
pay  his  dues,  he  will,  after  a  certain  length  of 
time,  be  suspended  and  cannot  draw  a  support 
from  the  Lodge.  However  he  and  his  family  may 
have  been  deprived  of  scores  of  dollars  p: 
the  Lodge  for  a  number  of  years,  yet  that 
iture  will  not  suffice  for  the  future. 

The  same  is  true  with  reference  to  swearing, 
The  Savior  and  the  inspired  apostles  positively  de- 
clare we  shall  not  swear  at  all.  Masons  do  not  1 
ly  take  moral  obligations,  but  administer  death 
penalty  oaths,  and  by  so  doing  place  their  1 
bers  under  ummoral  obligations.  Any  a$ravAV\ou 
or  obligation,  made  or  taken  in  opposition- to  uiej 
teachings  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  unlavMrf  anif 
mmoral.     In   all   lawful  obligations  the 
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Lord  himself  becomes  a  partner,  in  a  sense, 
compact,  and  will  hold  such  persons  responsi 
for  the  obligation  thus  made.  All  unlawful  oaths 
and  obligations  cannot  be  conceded  by  the  Lord, 
hence  are  of  no  force  und  must  be  abandoned  with 


godly   sorrow    and     repentance, 


all    unlawful 


*For  further  information  send  to  the  Brethren's  Publish- 
ing Co.,  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  for  price  list  of  books  and  pam- 
phlets on  secret  societies. 
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deeds  must  be.  The  more  severe  and  immoral  tht 
penalties  are,  the  more  sinful,  yet  the  sin  is  never 
so  great  in  taking  an  unlawful  obligation,  as  it  « 
to  keep  and  execute  it.  It  is  always  better  to 
break  a  bad  promise  than  to  keep  it.  The  only 
remedy  under  heaven  is  to  abandon  it,— repent']'' 

The  principle  of  non-resistance,  as  taught 
Gospel,  is  altogether  ignored,  even  from  the  rM 
acter  of  the  oaths.  There  is  a  saying  gone  lor 
from  the  Lodge,  "  If  once  a  Mason  always  and 
ever  a  Mason."  This  rests  upon  the  P«ran,H 
that  the  obligations  and  penalties  of  those  terr  ^ 
oaths  will  continue  to  bind  them  to  the  secre 
Masonry  forever,  but  when  once  the  great 
of  the  Gospel  are  fully  realized  in  the  hear , 
will  cause  the  unlawfulness  and  sinfulness  0 
dreaded  oaths  to  cease  to  bind  the  subject 
then,  in  every  sense,  ceases  to  be  a  Mason.  <  , 
duty  or  obligation  enjoined  upon  the  ^  b) 
man  or  woman  has  its  foundation  in  the  c  ^ 
the  authority  of  Christ  and  not  in  the  Lois^tit 
characters,  designated  by  Christ  and  the  ap^  ^ 
objects  of  charity  are  entirely  excluded^  ^  ^ 
Lodge.  "A  woman,  a  cripple,  a  s 
born  in  slavery  is  disqualified  fo 
("  Mackey's  Jurisprudence,"  page  31)' 

"  On  no  account  receive  a  mu.tila.tea  u  ^  sfs 
limbs  must  be  quite  entire  and  shapely;  1  ^ 
ma  on  the  society  to  initiate  a  halt  or  g^jjojS 
("Morrison's  Dictionary,"  Article'        ,incipl£  ' 

From  the  above  we  learn  that  the  P  ^^ 
charity,  practically,  have  no  place  in  ^ 

the  poor,  the  needy,  and  the  helpless 
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excluded.  The  helpless  ones  must  be,  for  they 
cannot  pass  through  the  forms  that  are  required  to 
initiate  them.  The  term  charity  is  simply  used  by 
lodge-men  to  assist  in  filling  in  numbers.  "The 
Master's  authority  in  the  Lodge  is  despotic  and 
firm  as  the  sun  in  the  firmament,  which  was  placed 
there  by  the  Creator,  never  to  deviate  from  its  ac- 
customed course  until  the  declaration  is  promul- 
gated that  time  shall  be  no  more."  ("Mackey's 
Lexicon,"  Article,  Obedience.)  The  word  Master 
itself  implies  despotic  principles,  therefore  th< 
candidate  is  brought  under  entire  subjection  to 
despotic  rule  as  is  also  clearly  implied  in  the  dif- 
ferent oaths  taken.  He  dare  not  call  in  question 
the  propriety  of  such  an  organization,  governed  by 
such  ruling,  but  must  yield  private  judgment.  H 
dare  not  exercise  his  judgment  with  reference  to 
religion,  because  it  is  all  given  up  to  lodge  rites, 
— terror  often  lurking  in  the  mind. 

His  family, — a  dear  wife  and  children, — are  out- 
side. In  the  lodge  he  has  been  told  to  pray,  and 
prayers  have  been  offered  over  him  leaving  out 
the  name  of  Christ.  Here  Lodge  law  is  substituted 
for  the  law  of  Christ.  But  through  and  by  the 
love  of  God  and  authority  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  dif- 
ficulty of  getting  out  from  under  this  pressure  at 
once  vanishes  away,  when  the  light  of  the  Gospel 
of  the  Son  of  God  is  made  to  shine  into  his  heart 
and  this  despotic  rule  is  made  to  be  seen  sinful,  a: 
it  really  is.  There  can  be  no  such  thing  as  an  ex- 
mason  in  the  true  church,  any  more  than  ex- 
drunkards  or  ex-gamblers.  The  Gospel  does  not 
give  authority  for  such  an  appendage  as  ex-gam- 
blers. If  an  avowed  gambler,  through  and  by  the 
Gospel  process,  has  been  truly  converted,  an  en- 
tire change  has  taken  place.  He  has  repented  of, 
and  abandoned,  all  principles  of  gambling,  and  has 
implanted  in  its  stead  a  principle  of  honesty 
and  fidelity  t«  his  God.  In  like  manner,  were  he 
once  a  Mason,  made  to  drink  down  the  bitter 
draughts  of  the  penalties  attached  to  their  false 
oaths,  intended  to  bind  men  to  their  worthless  se- 
cjrets  which  are  the  foundation  of  Masonry.  Mason- 
ry cannot  exist  without  those  oaths,  penalties  and 
secrets.  If,  through  and  by  the  process  of  the 
Gospel,  he  becomes  thoroughly  converted,  he  has 
repented  of  and  renounced  the  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry as  above  stated.  He  is  now  brought  under 
obligation  to  his  only  Master,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ.  He,  in  no  sense,  can  be  termed  a  Mason, 
but  a  Christian,  and  his  only  and  entire  obligation 
is  to  Christ  through  the  church,— "the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth."  I  Tim.  3:  15.  There  is 
sufficient  logic  to  liberate  any  soul,  who  is  op- 
pressed and  burdened  with  those  Masonic  oaths, 
simply  in  this, — all  oaths  lawfully  administered 
and  made  binding  must  of  necessity  be  adminis- 
tered by  some  one  lawfully  authorized  and  em- 
powered by  some  court  or  legislation  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  But  when  oaths 
are  administered,  having  annexed  such  severe  pen- 
alties as  that  of  threatening  murder,  they  are  not 
only  worthless,  but  are  a  violation  to  our  civil  gov- 
ernment and  its  principles.  The  Lodge  is  not  an 
incorporated  body,  with  books  and  rituals  entered 
according  to  an  act  of  congress,  but  is  simply  a 
banded  party  without  any  authority  whatever, 
therefore,  as  before  stated,  their  swearing  is  not 
only  unlawful,  but  must  be  considered  immoral 
and  entirely  worthless. 
leffersonville,  111. 
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PROTESTANTISM  AND  THE  REFORMATION. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

By  Protestantism  is  generally  understood  the 
whole  of.  the  doctrines  and  especially  of  the  insti- 
tutions which  sprang  up  from  that  great  move- 
ment, known  as  the  Reformation.  But  the  Refor- 
mation was  not  a  finality,  hence  it  was  a  work  nec- 
essarily incomplete.  The  kingdom  of  God  in  this 
world  is  propagated  by  means  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, preached,  commentated  and  practiced  by  the 
church.  The  Reformation,  fortunately,  gave  back 
to  the  world  the  primitive  Bible,  but  did  not,  un- 


fortunately, restore  the  primitive  church.  She 
placed  in  an  admirable  light  the  doctrine  of  salva- 
tion by  grace,  but,  after  having  made  new  men, 
failed  to  make  new  societies.  Protestantism  was 
hence  vitiated  from  its  very  origin  by  the  leaven 
of  popery,  which  penetrated  into  her  sacraments. 
Baptism  being  a  matter  of  choice,  became  a  forced 
thing— hence  pedobaptism,  single  immersion,  re- 
generation by  water,  sponsors,  godfathers  and  god- 
mothers, conversion  through  the  rite  of  sprinkling! 
The  Communion,  instead  of  being  a  commemo- 
ration, remained  a  mysterious  something,  conceal- 
ing a  dead  or  resurrected  Christ  at  the  utterances 
of  certain  words,  as  "This  is  my  body,"  "This  is 
my  blood."  With  this  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dis- 
pensed with,  feet-washing  relegated  among  the 
non-essentials,  and  many  of  the  other  observances 
of  the  Gospel  and  early  church  considered  as  not 
entering  into  the  plan  of  salvation.  We  would 
have  thought  that  Protestantism,  being  a  return  to 
primitive  Christianity,  would  have  rejected  what 
the  Bible  condemns  in  Catholicism,  and  repracticed 
what  Catholicism  rejected,  for  being  conformable 
to  the  Bible.  But  it  was  not  so,  and,  as  we  have 
already  stated,  Protestantism  failed  to  be  a  finality. 

The  writer  has  before  him  a  French  tract,  en- 
titled, "What  Shall  the  Church  of  the  Future  Be?" 
Its  author  is  a  rationalist.  According  to  him,  the 
church  of  the  future  will  be  a  kind  of  Unitarian 
church,  or  something  similar  to  the  spirit  which, 
a  few  years  ago,  animated  the  Parliament  of  Re- 
ligions in  Chicago.  Still  that  would  be  a  Protest- 
ant Christianity! 

But  I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  that  the  religion 
of  the  future  shall  be  neither  Catholicism  nor 
Protestantism  because,  although  separated  on  many 
points,  these  religious  systems  resemble  each  oth- 
er in  that  they  have  both  mutilated  the  divine  in- 
stitution par  excellence,  the  sublimest  monument  of 
God  upon  earth,  viz.,  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ! 
The  church  of  the  future,  the  one  whose  event 
and  glorious  conquest  we  so  passionately  antici- 
pate, will  Spring  up  (torn  a  pure    and    simple    return 

to  the    New  Testament   source   of   individual   and 
collective  life,  code  actual  and  unique  of  the  re- 
generated man  and  regenerated  societies. 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 

COULD  THE  WHALE  HAVE  SWALLOWED  JONAH? 

The  Bible  narrative  of  Jonah  and  the  whale  is 
often  cited  by  unbelievers  as  an  instance  of  a  per- 
fectly absurd  and  incredible  Scriptural  tale.  Even 
those  who  are  convinced  of  the  inerrancy  of  the 
Scriptures  usually  regard  the  event  that  it  relates 
as  a  pure  miracle,  and  others  often  think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  them  to  explain  it  away.  That 
these  well-meant  efforts  are  by  no  means  neces- 
sary is  asserted  by  M.  P.  Courbet  in  Cosmos  (Paris, 
March  7).  He  calls  our  attention  to  the  facts  that 
the  monster  that  swallowed  Jonah  is  not  called  a 
whale  in  the  Bible  narrative,  and  that  it  has  re- 
cently been  shown  that  the  sperm- whale  (which  in 
the  French  language  is  not  called  a  whale)  is  ca- 
pable of  swallowing  animals  even  larger  than  a 
man.  As  additional  confirmation  he  adds  a  whal- 
ing narrative  from  the  English  papers,  which, 
without  pronouncing  judgment  on  the  question  of 
its  probability,  is  certainly  interesting.  And  if  for 
no  other  reason,  M.  Courbet's  article  should  at- 
tract attention  as  typical  of  the  recent  efforts  of 
a  school  of  devout  French  Catholics  to  reconcile 
the  literal  Biblical  narrative  with  facts  disclosed 
by  modern  science.  We  translate  the  greater 
part  of  the  article  below: 

"  During  the  scientific  expedition  made  by  the 
Prince  of  Monaco  on  the  Princess  Alice  in  1895, 
there  was  captured  near  the  Azores,  a  gigantic 
sperm-whale  13.7  meters  [44  feet]  long.  Just  be- 
fore dying,  the  animal  cast  up  several  large  ceph- 
alopods,  of  which  three,  belonging  to  a  new  spe- 
cies, were  more  than  a  meter  \_iyS,  feet]  long. 
These  creatures  were  in  a  perfect  state  of  preser- 
vation. 

"  When,  a  little  later,  the  stomach  of  the  whale 
was  opened,  it  was  found  filled  with  the  remains 


of  cephalopods  whose  total  weight  amounted  to 
not  less  than  100  kilograms  [231^  pounds]. 

"Amid  this  debris,  says  M.  Joubin,  was  noticed 
a  female  whose  visceral  sac,  after  a  prolonged 
preservation  in  formol  and  alcohol,  still  measured 
ninety  centimeters  [2%  feet]  long;  it  is  likely, 
judging  from  this,  that  the  entire  creature  exceed- 
ed in  length  two  meters  [6%  feet].  The  surface" 
of  the  body  was  covered  with  big  rhomboidal  im- 
bricated scales,  making  it  look  like  a  gigantic  pine- 
apple. 

"We  have  seen  that,  according  to  the  commu- 
nication of  M.  Joubin  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences, 
monsters,  such  as  the  sperm  whale  of  the  Princess 
Alice,  can  easily  swallow  animals  taller  and  heavier 
than  a  man;  these  animals,  when  swallowed,  can 
keep  alive  for  some  time  in  the  cetacean's  stom- 
ach and  be  cast  up  by  it  at  the  moment  of  its 
death. 

"The  Bible  story,  then,  is  perfectly  confirmed  by 
the  facts  on  all  these  points. 

"  It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected  that  three  days 
and  three  nights  are  too  long  a  period  to  allow  us 
to  suppose  that  Jonah  could  have  been  cast  up 
alive  by  the  monster.  But  we  may  remark  that 
these  three  days  and  three  nights  prefigure  the  in- 
terval during  which  Christ  remained  in  the  tomb. 
Now  we  know  from  the  Gospels  that  this  was  a 
sort  of  expression  consecrated  by  usage  to  the 
representative  of  a  much  shorter  interval  of  time, 
which,  in  the  Passion  of  Christ,  did  not  even  reach 
thirty  hours.  It  is  in  this  restricted  sense,  then, 
that  we  are  also  to  interpret  it  here. 

"That  a  man  could  remain  alive  about  twenty- 
four  hours  in  the  stomach  of  a  sperm-whale  even 
without  the  miraculous  intervention  of  God,  is  not 
at  all  impossible,  and  if  we  are  to  believe  the  Eng- 
lish papers,  there  has  recently  occurred  a  striking 
demonstration  of  such  a  possibility. 

"  In  the  month  of  February,  1891,  the  whaler 
Star  of  the  East  launched  two  whale-boats  with  an 

was  observed  at  some  distance.  The  huge  crea- 
ture was  harpooned  and  wounded  to  the  death. 
While  it  was  writhing  in  its  last  agonies,  one  of 
the  whale-boats  was  struck  by  its  tail  and  shat- 
tered in  pieces.  The  sailors  who  were  in  it  were 
thrown  into  the  water;  all  but  two  were  saved 
shortly  afterward  by  the  other  boats.  The  body 
of  one  was  recovered,  but  the  other,  a  man  named 
James  Bartly,  could  not  be  found. 

"  When  the  monster  had  ceased  moving  and  its 
death  was  quite  certain,  it  was  hoisted  alongside 
the  ship  and  the  work  of  cutting  it  up  began.  A 
day  and  a  night  were  devoted  to  the  task.  When 
it  was  ended  the  stomach  of  the  whale  was  opened. 
What  was  the  surprise  of  the  whalemen  to  find  in 
it  their  lost  comrade,  James  Bartley,  unconscious, 
but  alive  1 

"They  had  much  trouble  in  reviving  him.  For 
several  days  he  was  delirious  and  could  not  speak 
an  intelligent  word.  Not  till  three  weeks  had 
elapsed  did  he  recover  his  reason  and  was  he  able 
to  narrate  his  impressions. 

"' I  remember  very  well,'  said  he,  'the  moment 
when  the  whale  threw  me  into  the  air.  Then  I 
was  swallowed  and  found  myself  enclosed  in  a 
firm,  slippery  channel  whose  contractions  forced 
me  continually  downward.  This  lasted  only  an  in- 
stant. Then  I  found  myself  in  a  very  large  sac, 
and  by  feeling  about,  I  realized  that  I  had  been 
swallowed  by  a  whale,  and  that  I  was  in  his  stom- 
ach. I  could  still  breathe,  though  with  much  diffi- 
culty. I  had  a  feeling  of  insupportable  heat,  and 
it  seemed  as  if  I  were  being  boiled  alive. 

'"The  horrible  thought  that  I  was  doomed  to 
perish  in  the  whale's  belly  tortured  me,  and  my 
anguish  was  intensified  by  the  calm  and  silence 
that  reigned  about  me.  Finally  I  lost  the  con- 
sciousness of  my  frightful  situation.' 

"James  Bartly,  the  English  papers  add,  is  known 
to  be  one  of  the  most  hardy  of  whalemen.  But 
his  experience  in  the  whale's  stomach  was  so  ter- 
rible that  he  was  obliged  to  undergo  treatment  in 
a  London  hospital  on  his  return. 
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"Nevertheless,  his  general  state  of  health  was 
not  seriously  affected  by  this  accident.  The  only 
effect  was  that  his  skin  was,  as  it  were,  tanned  by 
the  action  of  the  gastric  juice. 

"  The  Captain  of  the  Star  of  the  East  adds  that 
cases  where  furious  whales  have  swallowed  men 
are  not  rare,  but  that  this  was  the  first  time  that  he 
ever  saw  the  victim  come  out  alive  after  his  ex- 
perience."— Translated  for  the  Literary  Digest. 


A  little  boy  once  said  he  thought  Palestine  was 
in  heaven.  Most  of  us  are  less  ignorant  than  that 
little  boy,  and  yet  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  re- 
ligious teaching  of  the  past  has  too  often  neglected 
the  history  and  geography  of  the  Bible. 

I  once  conducted  a  study  on  the  missionary 
journeys  of  St.  Paul.  We  used  the  blackboard  lib- 
erally and  marked  out  the  course  of  the  journeys. 
A  good  brother  remarked  that  he  could  not  see  any 
religion  in  geography  and  maps.  Such  criticisms 
arise  from  a  false  conception  of  the  true  method  of 
Bible  study.  We  may  lay  down  the  proper  method 
of  Bible  study  in  two  propositions; 

1.  Get  the  facts, 

2.  Get  the  meaning  of  the  facts. 

To   get   the   facts   involves    historical   and    geo- 
graphical study.     The   Bible  is  largely  history.     It 
lof  aphorisms,— wise  say- 
npilation   of 
any  Scriptu, 


texts 


en  for  one  versed  in  hi; 
ever  take  the  place  of 
act   method   of  Biblica 


-boy  might  be 
Is  of  Commodo. 


Perry, 


nply 
ings, — not  simply  a 
To  be  able  to  quote 
sign  of  a  real  Bible  sc 
viable  accomplishmer 
torical  study;  but  it  1 
more  definite  and  mo 
investigation.  A  sch< 
peat  the  memorable  word: 
cite  Patrick  Henry's  famous  speech,  or  the  words 
of  the  "  Star-Soaneled  Banner."  mieht  commit  the 
preamble  or  even  the  whole  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,— and  yet  he  might  know  very 
little  of  American  history.  Even  so,  the  ability  to 
repeat  the  twenty-third  Psalm,  the  Beatitudes,  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  and  other  choice  Scripture  selections, 
and  that  method  of  Bible  study  which  deals  with 
detached  selections  and  single  texts, — must  not  be 
considered  sufficient  for  the  thorough  Bible  student. 
As  already  stated,  the  Bible  is  largely  history. 
The  stories  of  Adam,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  Joseph,  Moses,  Joshua,  Gideon,  Sam- 
uel, David,  Solomon,  Isaiah,  Daniel,  etc.— are  the 
biographical  guide-posts  along  a  definite  course  of 
divine  history.  To  know  their  history  is  to  appreci- 
ate God's  wisdom  and  power.  To  me,  the  grandest 
beauties  in  God's  plans  and  character,  are  those 
which  loom  up  before  me  when  I  survey,  as  a 
whole,  the  course  of  his  dealings  with  man,  from 
the  evening  walks  in  Eden's  garden,  to  the  time  of 
the  Pentecostal  tongues  of  fire  and  the  missionary 
labors  of  the  Apostle  Paul.  The  light  which  shines 
from  any  particular  text  must  be  pale  and  feeble, 
compared  with  the  volume  and  splendor  of  that  il- 
lumination which  enlightens  the  mind  of  one  who 
grasps  the  whole  as  one  vast  and  wondrous  and 
beauteous  plan  of  God. 

Not  only  is  it  true  that  the  Old  Testament  is 
largely  history,  but  this  is  also  true  of  the  New. 
The  one  is  the  history  of  a  nation,  the  other  of  a 
church.  Each  is  the  history  of  God's  chosen  peo- 
ple. Both  are  the  continuous  account  of  a  great 
and  progressive  religious  movement,  which  beg 
more  than  three  score  centuries  in  the  dim  past, 
and  which  to-day  is  still  moving  onward  toward 
victorious  and  glorious  consummation. 

Those  portions  of  the  Bible  which  are  not  h: 
tory,  are  still  the  literature  belonging  to  some  de- 
finite stage  in  their  great  religious  development. 
Then,  the  way  to  know  the  Bible  and  its  mission 
fully,  is  to  catch  the  thread  of  history 
through  it,  and  to  associate  the  non-historical  parts 
with  the  positions  of  their  respective  historical  set 
tings.  We  cannot  appreciate  the  Levitical  law  un 
less  we  know  something  of  the  status  of  the  people 


for  whom  that  law  was  given.  We  can  neither  ap- 
preciate nor  understand  the  Prophetical  writings, 
unless  we  know  something  of  the  history  of  the 
times  in  which  these  writings  were  produced.  The 
epistles  of  St.  Paul  become  living  and  real  to  us, 
when  we  understand  them  as  letters  from  that  great 
apostle  and  missionary,  written  to  the  churches 
which  he  established  in  his  missionary  labors— and 
when  we  know,  further,  the  conditions  in  those  re- 
spective churches,  which  called  forth  such  writings. 

The  successful  Sunday  school  teacher  must  be  a 
Bible  historian.  He  must  have  before  his  mind  a 
definite  historical  outline,  and  be  able  to  fix  each 
lesson  in  its  proper  relation  to  that  outline.  One 
lesson  should  be  so  connected  with  another,  by  in- 
tervening events,  etc.,  as  to  make  the  whole  a  nat- 
ural and  logical  course  of  study.  The  International 
Sunday  school  Committee  have  wisely  had  this  in 
view  in  making  the  lesson  selections. 

Now  as  to  the  geography  of  the  Bible.  No 
teacher  of  history  would  attempt  to  separate  ge- 
ography from  history.  On  the  contrary,  the  more 
ntimately  these  are  associated,  the  better  the  re- 
sults of  the  historical  study.  The  Sunday  school 
teacher  should  use,  at  least,  as  good  sense  as  the 
teacher  of  secular  education.  Why  not?  Geogra- 
phy is  in  this  case  a  means  to  an  end,  not  an  end  in 
itself.  Geography  lends  vividness  to  history.  It 
serves  as  a  sort  of  object  lesson  method  of  teaching 
history.  We  all  know  the  power  of  illustration  in 
teaching  young  and  old.  Geography  illustrates 
history.  A  few  minutes'  drill  with  a  map  will  do 
more  to  fix  in  mind  a  series  of  historical  facts  than 
an  hour's  study  without  a  map.  Impress  the 
d  through  the  eye,  if  you  would  make  a  clear  and 
lading  impression. 

Many  travel  in  Bible  Lands  that  they  may  learn 
Biblical  fa-ts  more  vividly.  Palestine  is  some- 
times called  the  "  fifth  gospel."  If  one  could  fol- 
the  journeys  of  Jesus,  up  and  down  the  land  of 
Palestine,  stopping  by  the  way  to  consider  his  won- 
drous miracles  and  teachings,  what  an  impression 

tlmt    „u„ld    moke    upon    the    mlndl      To  those    who 

have  no  such  opportunity,  the  next  best  thing  is  sys- 
tematic study  wi'h  journey  maps.  Maps  are  a  sort  of 
substitute  for  travel,  —  a  reduced  picture  of  a 
country. 

The  teacher  who  dwells  upon  the  spiritual  teach- 
ings of  the  lesson,  to  the  neglect  of  the  geography 
and  h  story,  is  not  quite  a  complete  success.  John 
and  William  and  Sarah  may  come  from  homes 
where  there  is  very  little  spiritual  influence.  Their 
associations  are  not  very  heavenly  and  their  likes 
and  dislikes  are  not  those  of  saints.  If  the  time  of 
the  lesson  be  given  wholly  to  the  so-called  "  spirit- 
ual" teachings,  these  pupils  will  become  restless 
and  be  glad  when  the  lesson  is  finished.  Such  a 
pupil  as  this,  having  been  asked  why  the  Eunuch 
went  on  his  way  rejoicing,  said:  "Because  Philip 
was  done  teaching  him."  I  wonder  if  any  of  us 
teach  in  such  a  way  that  our  pupils  are  glad 
when  we  are  done  teaching  them.  Such  pupils, 
perhaps,  give  more  attention  to  geographical  and 
historical  study.  I  have  seen  unspiritual  pupils  in- 
terested in  this  way  and  finally  led  into  the  church. 

But  do  not  understand  me  that  this  is  merely  to 
satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  curious  and  the  indif- 
ferent. History  is  really  the  skeleton  of  the  whole 
Biblical  superstructure,  and  geography  may  be 
made  pictorial  history. 

Let  us  labor  not  only  to  get  the  facts  but  also  the 
meaning  of  the  facts! 

McPherson,  Kans. 


A  SUGGESTION  TO  THE  GENERAL  BROTHERHOOD. 

BY    D.    D.    SELL. 

In  one  month  our  great  Annual  Conference  will 
meet  at  Ottawa,  Kansas,  to  deliberate  on  important 
questions  with,  we  trust,  the  missionary  question  in 
the  lead,  and,  as  usual,  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  col- 
lection taken  for  general  missionary  purposes, 
which  amounted  last  year  to  three  or  four  hundred 
dollars.  Now  it  could  just  as  easy  be  three  or  four 
thousand.  Let  it  be  done  this  way:  Let  every 
delegate  say  to  his  home  church,  "  I  want  to  take 


your  contributions  with  me  to  Conference,— not  „ 
own  but  yours."  Now,  say  there  would  be  300  de7 
egates,  and  upon  an  average  of  the  low  estimate  0f 
85  (it  ought  to  be  Sio)  there  would  be  S1500.  Xhi 
would  show  that  our  Conference  means  something 
Sending  out  ministers  to  preach  in  foreign  lands  in 
the  different  States  and  countries  is  not  a  hap-h'az. 
ard  work  any  longer.  No  one  is  sent  but  tried  and 
true  men,  such  that  hazard  their  lives  for  the  cause 
We  can  well  afford  to  give  of  our  means  to  their 
aid.  Missionary  talks  at  our  Annual  Conference 
are  all  right.  Now  let  the  dollars  go  up  from  every 
congregation  in  our  great  Brotherhood  by  the  hun- 
dred and  prayers  by  the  thousand,  so  that  not  many 
years  hence  our  representatives  will  be  preaching 
the  Gospel,  as  the  Brethren  understand  and  practice 
it,  in  every  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  For 
this  let  us  labor  and  for  this  let  us  pray. 
Plattsburg,  Mo. 
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OUR  MISSION. 

BY  JOHN  E.  MOHLER. 

God  had  a  special,  fixed  purpose  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  his  church  upon  "earth.  We  are 
taught  in  Titus  2:  14,  that  his  design  was  to  re- 
deem us  from  all  iniquity,  and  "  purify  unto  himself 
a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works."  The 
history  of  Israel,  and  God's  dealings  with  her,  as 
the  type  of  the  church,  signified  the  same  purpose 
in  his  mind  at  that  time.  Deut.  7:  16  and  14;  2. 
Preparatory  to  the  coming  of  Christ  the  Divine  Mind 
was  still  "  to  m^ke  ready  a  people  prepared  for  the 
Lord  "  (Luke  1:  17),  and  the  continuity  ofthesame 
mind  is  several  times  emphasized  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament. 

We  notice  that  he  would  have,  not  merely  a  peo- 
ple, but  a  redeemed,  royal,  peadiar,  purified  people, 
(sre  1  Pet  2:  9),  "a  glorious  church,  not  having 
spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing;  but  that  it 
should  be  holy  and  without  blemish."  Eph.  5:  27. 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  supreme  purpose  of  G01 
the  organization  of  the  church.  However 
mu^t  distinguish  between  this  purpose  and  th 
work  he  has  committed  to  the  church.  That  is.  the 
great  commission  to  the  church  is  to  "preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature"  (Mark  16:  15);  but  the 
acceptance  of  the  church  by  God,  is  through  her 
purity  and  holiness.  To  sacrifice  the  purity  and  the 
apostolic  peculiarity  of  the  church,  that  more  mem- 
bers may  be  enrolled,  is  a  mistaken  idea  of  God's 
purpose,  and  is  an  error  that  is  made  by  many  de- 
nominations. In  the  messages  to  the  seven  church- 
es of  Asia,  through  John,  it  is  a  significant  fact  that 
the  highest  commendations  were  given  that  church 
which,  though  few  in  number,  had  simply  kept 
God's  Word,  and  had  not  denied  his  name  (Rev.  3: 
8);  and  the  church  receiving  the  severest  censure 
was  the  one  so  prosperous  as  to  boast,  "  I  am  rich, 
and  increased  with  goods,  and  have  need  of  noth- 
ing."    Rev.  3:  17. 

In  our  efforts  to  extend  the  Gospel  to  all  people, 
let  us  not  depart  from  the  simplicity  of  the  Word, 
in  order  to  gain  more  souls  to  Christ,  yet,  by  all 
means,  let  us  spread  the  Gospel,  for  the  church 
cannot  maintain  purity  pleasing  to  God  without 
consecrated  zeal  and  activity.  Our  efforts  must  be 
concentrated  upon  fulfilling  God's  will  in  us  and  in 
the  world,  and  a  child-like  conformity  to  the  sim- 
ple teachings  of  the  Bible,  as  practiced  by  the 
apostles  and  the  early  Christians,  is  the  only  known 
way  of  pleasing  God. 

Aside  from  Divine  Revelation,  the  experience  of 
many  denominations  teaches  us  this,  and  not  a  few 
members  of  churches  which  have  departed  from  a 
former  simplicity  of  belief,  deplore  the  decrease  of 
holiness  in  their  churches. 

The  mission  of  the  Brethren  church  is  to  carry 
out  the  purpose  of  God  in  the  establishment  of  the 
church.  That  is  why  consecrated  workers,  desp' 
ing  the  riches  of  the  world,  are  giving  their  ener- 
That  is  why 
the 


gies  to  this  great  cause  in  new  field 
an    army   of  "home  ministers"  are  preaching 
Word    in   the   midst   of   other   religious    societies^ 
That  is  why  a  few  missionaries  have  left  friends 
kinsmen,  and  the  pleasant  attachments  of  l°vey 
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homes,  to  spread  the  true  light  into  foreign  lands 
and  amid  heathen  darkness.  That  is  why,  as  a 
church,  we  are  not  doing  our  duty  in  Christian 
work,  for  our  mission  truly  is  the  greatest  work  ever 
committed  to  man.  The  privilege  of  bein<r  an  jn. 
strument  to  aid  in  fulfilling  the  design  of  the°church 
is  the  greatest  privilege  ever  extended  to  man. 

May  God  bless  us  that  we  may  make  his  great 
purpose  our  great  purpose,  his  will  our  will,  his 
way  our  way,  and  we  have  the  assurance  that  "  be- 
cause thou  has  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I 
will  also  keep  thee  from-  the  hour  of  temptation, 
which  shall  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try  them 
that  dwell  upon  the  earth."     Rev.  3:  10. 

Glendale,  Arizona. 

THINGS  THAT  CHRISTIANS  OUUHT  TO  LEARN. 

BY    N.    D.   UNDERHILL. 

Christians  ought  to  learn  to  "  abstain  from  all 
appearance  of  evil."  1  Thess.  5:  22.  How  many 
poor,  weak  souls  are  caused  to  stumble  because 
God's  children  are  not  so  careful  as  they  should  be 
about  little  things,— little  words,  looks,  actions,  etc. 
The  world  is  watching  you  and  me, — "Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world."  To  "  rejoice  evermore!'  1 
Thess.  5:  16.  If  anybody  has  cause  for  rejoicing,  it 
surely  is  the  child  of  God,  the  heir  of  the  Most 
High,— joint  heir  with  the  Lord  of  lords  and  King 
of  kings.  "  A  merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a  med- 
icine." A  cheerful  countenance  drives  away  sor- 
row, and  joy  makes  our  burdens  light,  besides 
helping  everybody  around  us. 

To  "  be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another  with 
brotherly  love;  in  honor  preferring  one  another." 
Rom.  12:  10.  Many  among  us  have  not  yet  cruci- 
fied that  ugly  giant,—  self.  We  must  kill  self  ere 
we  can  truly  "  love  one  another."  How  beautiful 
are  the  lives  of  those  who  have  truly  learned  to 
"love  one  another,"  as  Christ  hath  loved  us.  accord- 
ing to  His  command;  and  how  very  happy  they  are! 
/1  To  "  use  hospitality  one  to  another  without 
grudging."  I  Pet.  4:  9.  To  be  given  to  hospital- 
ity." Rom.  12:  13.  We  believe  that  this  virtue  is 
common  among  our  Brethren,  yet  there  are  a  few 
who  have  overlooked  this  part  of  Scriptural  teach- 
ing. It  is  very  unkind  to  make  inhospitable  re- 
marks about  a  departed  guest,  as  though  one  be- 
grudged the  room  they  had  occupied,  or  the  food 
they  had  consumed,  yet  we  have  been  pained  to 
hear  such  remarks  from  some  among  us  Let  us  all 
apply  the  golden  rule  in  such  cases.  For  our  own 
part,  we  love  the  dear  children  of  our  Heavenly 
Parent  far  too  well  to  be  otherwise  than  glad  for 
their  presence.     See  Jas.  5:9. 

To  "  be  not  wise  in  your  own  conceits."  Rom. 
12;  16.  We  should  not  think  of  ourselves  more  high- 
ly than  we  ought  to  think.  Verse  3.  The  Lord 
hath  "  respect  unto  the  lowly,  but  the  proud  he 
knoweth  afar  off."  See  Ps.  IOI:  5.  "Every  one 
that  is  proud  in  heart  is  an  abomination  to  the 
Lord."     Prov.  16:  5. 

To  "  owe  no  man  anything  but  to  love  one  anoth- 
er." Rom.  13:8.  "  He  that  is  surety  for  a  stran- 
ger shall  smart  for  it,  and  he  that  hateth  surety- 
ship is  sure."  (Prov.  11:  15.)  "Be  not  thou  one 
of  them  that  strike  hands,  or  of  them  that  are  sure- 
ties for  debts."  Prov.  22:  26.  "  But  give  to  him 
that  asketh  thee,  and  from  him  that  would  borrow 
of  thee  turn  not  thou  away."     Matt.  5:  42. 

To  "pray  without  ceasing."  I  Thess.  5:  17. 
Every  one  of  us  needs  to  pray  constantly,  to  have 
grace  and  strength  to  endure  the  unseen  trials  that 
beset  us. 

"  To  speak  evil  of  no  man."  Tit.  3:  2.  Remem- 
ber that  "unto  the  pure,  all  things  are  pure." 
T't-  1:  15.  Have  we  not  sometimes  been  with 
those  who  could  see  "  nothing  pure  "  in  anybody, 
but  were  all  the  time  speaking  of  the  faults  of  their 
neighbors?  How  much  misery  such  persons  do 
cause!  Surely  they  are  blemishes  in  our  fair 
church!  They  are  like  wolves  who  have  donned 
sheep's  clothing,  and  in  that  garb  of  meekness  have 
gained  entrance  into  the  fold,  only  to  snap  and 
s"arl  at  the  meek,  inoffensive  creatures  around 
them  until,  perchance,  they  may  succeed  in  finally 
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driving  some  poor  scared  sheep  or  lamb  out  of  the 
flock,  to  be  devoured  by  their  avaricious  appe- 
tites.    Dear  ones,  of  such  beware. 

Let  us  be  very  careful  that  we  do  not  ourselves 
get  into  such  an  awful  pernicious  habit,  lest  we,  by 
some  thoughtless  remarks,  unwittingly  assist  those 
wolves  in  their  Satanic  work.  Let  us  learn  to  "  live 
peaceably  with  all  men"  Rom.  12:  18,  for  our  Lord 
and  King  is  the  "  Prince  of  Peace."  He  suffered  in 
meekness  and  humility,  forgiving  and  praying  for 
his  enemies.  Let  every  Christian  learn  to  "  FREE- 
LY GIVE."  We  have  freely  received.  Matt.  10:  8 
Let  us  give,—"  not  grudgingly  or  of  necessity,  for 
God  lovcth  a  cheerful  giver."  2  Cor.  9:  7.  To 
him  we  owe  all  that  we  have  and  are.  How  mean 
it  is  to  be  stingy  toward  Him  who  hath  redeemed 
us  by  the  price  of  His  own  life!  "  As  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,— ye  have  done  it 
unto  me."  Christian  husbands  and  fathers  should 
learn  to  follow  the  example  of  him  who  was  ac- 
counted worthy  to  occupy  the  position  of  an  earth- 
ly parent  to  Immanuel,— he  who  was  "  a  just  man," 
as  it  is  presented  to  us  in  Matt.  1:  25. 

The  weakness  and  sickness,  misery  and  pain,  sin- 
ful habits  and  early  death  of  children,— the  prema- 
ture decay  and  death  of  young  wives  and  mothers, 
the  consequent  large  numbers  of  poor  little  orphans, 
the  melancholy  and  insanity  of  women,  produced 
by  a  very  prevalent  disease,  the  miserable  dragging 
existence  of  weakly  wives,  does  not  come  without 
cause.  Some  one  will  be  responsible  for  these 
things.  Who  will  it  be?  See  Eph.  5:  25.  The 
true  wife  must  be  subject  to  the  instruction  given  in 
the  preceding  verse.  Then,  how  cruel  it  is  not  to 
give  her  the  love  due  her  as  mentioned  in  verse  25. 
We  sometimes  wonder  if  men  know  the  meaning  of 
that  word  "  love." 

Finally,  let  us  all  remember  our  dear  Master's 
one  command,  "Love  one  another  as  I  have  loved 
you."  John  15:  12.  "Love  worketh  no  ill  to  his 
neighbor."  If  we  love  one  another  as  Christ  loved 
us.  we  will  not  say  or  do  the  things  that  will  hurt 
or  injure  each  other,  but  will  seek  to  make  each 
other  happy.     "  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law." 

We  can  not  be  too  kind;  we  never  can  love  too 
much.  We  may  regret  having  loved  too  little,  but 
never  do  we  repent  of  having  been  too  kind  to  one 
of  God's  creatures.  "  God  is  love!'  God  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  — did  what?  Did  love  to  entail 
sacrifice  on  His  part?  How  much  more,  then, 
should  we  be  willing  to  sacrifice  self? 
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Parable  of  the  Pounds — Luke  10:  : 
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We  now  follow  Christ  on  his  journey  south  from 
Galilee  down  through  Perea,  crossing  the  Jordan  at 
the  Bethabara  ford  and  going  down  the  valley 
along  the  west  side  of  the  river,  to  Jericho,  where 
he  meets  the  blind  beggar,  Bartimeus,  and  opens 
his  eyes.  After  this  he  meets  the  tax-gatherer 
Zaccheus  and  is  entertained  in  his  house.  And 
here  he  again  comes  in  contact  with  the  fault  find- 
ing Pharisees,  always  ready  to  become  affronted  at 
the  least  seeming  slight. 

So  it  was  in  this  case.  Here  were  the 
and  Levites, — the  prominent  men  of  the  pla 
stead  of  Christ  going  into  their  houses  and 
with  them  he  goes  with  this,  by  them,  despised 
publican.  Hence  the  railing  accusations  they  urge 
against  him.  The  one  great  purpose  in  the  life  of 
Christ  they  fail  to  comprehend.  "  For  the  Son  of 
man  is  come  to  seek  and  save  that  which  is  lost." 
To  have  them  see  this  and  know  just  where  they 
stood,  he  put  to  them  the  parable  of  "  The  Pounds," 
and  the  lesson  we  have  under  consideration. 

In  the  parable  we  have  pointed  out  three  classes 
as  representatives.  Two  of  these  we  have  in  those 
to  whom  he  entrusted  the  pounds.  The  one  part 
represents  those  who  receive  the  grace  of  God  and 
properly  utilized  the  possibilities  thus  afforded. 
The  other,  who  wrapped  his  pound  in  the  napkin, 
represents  the  class  in  the  church,  very  properly 


called  "  dead-beats  "  or  those  who  are  always  afraid 
of  wasting  energy  without  the  reward  being  plainly 
in  sight.  The  citizens  clearly  represent  the  Jews 
who  refused  to  have  the  nobleman  reign  over  them. 

The  nobleman  is  Christ  himself,  and  the  parable, 
as  given,  in  connection  with  the  customs  then  in 
force,  is  a  very  apt  and  striking  one  indeed,  which 
could  be  readily  interpreted  by  his  audience,  and 
especially  so  by  the  class  for  whom  intended.  In 
those  days  all  that  country  was  tributary  to  the  Ro- 
man government,  and  it  being  divided  up  into 
small  provinces,  each  one  had  its  King.  But  to  be 
established  as  a  King  it  was  necessary,  first,  to  get 
the  assent  of  the  power  at  Rome,  and  to  do  this  it 
was  often  necessary  for  the  person,  desiring  the  po- 
sition, to  make  a  journey  to  this  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  legal  commission  or  authority. 
Hence  we  have,  in  the  parable,  this  opening:  "  A 
certain  nobleman  went  into  a  far  country  to  receive 
for  himself  a  kingdom  and  to  return."  Before 
going  he  entrusts  into  the  hands  of  his  servants, 
his  treasures,— divides  them  among  them.  As  the 
narrative  goes,  some  were  faithful  and  some  were 
not.  But  the  citizens, —  the  countrymen,— hated 
him,  the  cause  not  being  stated,  and  sent  a  message 
after  him,  saying,  "We  will  not  have  this  man  to 
reign  over  us." 

Their  object  in  sending  this  meSsage  or  peti- 
tion up  to  the  power  that  granted  the  kingship, 
was  to  have  him  rejected,  as  they  did  not  want  him 
to  reign  over  them.  Now  let  us  sec  what  lessons 
we  can  draw  from  the  parable. 

Christ,  as  the  nobleman,  came  into  the  world  and 
lived  and  labored  among  the  people  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lifting  them  up  from  the  terrible  condition 
into  which  they  had  fallen,  remove  from  them  the 
causes  of  their  poverty  and  misery  and  do  them 
good.  From  among  them  he  chose  his  servants,  to 
whom  he  might  entrust,  for  use  and  distribution, 
the  treasures  which  he  had  brought  with  him. 
These  were  his  disciples  and  followers.     After  hav- 

term  of  three  years,  developing  the  elements  neces- 
sary in  establishing  a  Kingdom,  and  showing,  by 
most  evident  proofs,  his  fitness  for  the  position,  he 
then  prepares  for  the  "  far  journey."  He  goes,  not  to 
Rome  but  to  heaven,— to  God,  his  Father,  there  to 
receive  the  Kingly  Seal,  and  complete  all  other 
preparations,  and  then  come  again  with  undisputed 
power,  to  reign  over  his  people  and  to  afford  them 
all  the  peace  and  joy  that  it  will  be  possible  for 
subjects  to  receive. 

To  his  servants,  his  people,  before  going  he  gave 
his  treasures,  his  pounds.  "  My  peace,"  my  joy, 
my  salvation  I  leave  with  you.  Go,  use,  distribute. 
Go,  preach  my  Gospel  "  to  every  creature."  But 
the  citizens,  the  Jews,  hated  him,  etc.  About  these 
our  lesson  is  not  so  directly  concerned.  This,  how- 
ever, we  know,  Christ  has  gone  and  the  "  pounds  " 
are  left  with  us.  What  are  we  doing  with  them? 
We  are  his  servants,  and  to  each  of  us  he  has  given 
the  pound.  As  are  our  abilities  so  are  our  pounds. 
And  as  these  pounds  are  not  reckoned  by  weight, 
but  by  service,  in  accordance  with  ability,  each  one 
of  us  may  gain  ten  as  easily  as  five  or  two  or  even  one. 

Much  depends  on  the  pound  he  has  left  in  our 
care  and  charge.  After  awhile  our  Nobleman  will 
return  and  he  will  demand  of  us  what  we  have 
done  with  the  pound,— how  much  we  have  gained. 
How  much?  Can  we  say,  ten?  If  not  ten,  can  we 
say,  five,  or  two?  Surely,  at  least  one.  If  not  so 
little,  then  will  we  fall  into  the  "  do  nothing  "  class, 
of  whose  condition  we  are  not  so  positively  in- 
formed, further  than  that  the  one  pound,  that 
was  entrusted  to  him,  was  taken  from  him.  How 
much  of  a  loss  this  represents,  you  may  calculate 
for  yourselves.  But,  surely,  it  will  not  be  safe  for 
any  of  us  to  run  so  great  a  risk.  For  a  man  to  lose 
his  credit  with  his  fellow-man,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
be  no  more  trusted,  is  bad,  very  bad,  but  to  lose  it 
with  our  King,  will  be  a  thousand  times  worse. 
Christ,  our  King,  came  into  the  world  to  save  all. 
We  are  saved  to  save  others.  He  has  left  this 
great  trust  with  us  and  if  we  prove  unfaithful,  great 
will  be  the  loss  to  some  one.  To  whom  will  it  be? 
Think  of  thisl  h.  b.  b. 


TEBl    30BPHL    MHSSBlTeKHjIH., 


May  9    1896. 


-s-THE  *  YOUNG  ♦  PEOPLE*- 

OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of   Reading. 

EUtST   YEA  II. 

"Crisis  ot  Missions,"  cloth,  Jr.o4;  paper 34  c 

"L!le  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth.  27  cents;  paper 'S  c 

"  Our  Country,"  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper *°  c 

"Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth 83  ' 

SECOKIt    TEAK. 

•'  Miracles  ot  Missions,"  cloth,  84  cents;  paper 34  c 

"  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat."  cloth,  37  cents;  paper IS  c 

"  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  c 

"The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 6s  c 

TillltD    WW*. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth i 

"Llleot  Robert  Morrison."  cloth 70  c 

"  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles."  ch.  13-28 10  c 

"  In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  c 

^-Prices,  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle 
others  pay  regular  retail  price. 
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comer.  Waynesboro,  Pa..— to  whom  all  communications 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  b 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  111. 
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THE  WATER  LILY. 

"  Oh,  star  on  the  breast  of  the  river! 

Oh,  marve!  of  bloom  and  grace! 
Did  you  fall  right  down  from  heavi 

Out  of  the  sweetest  place? 
You  are  while  as  the  thoughts  of  a 

Your  heart  is  steeped  in  the  sun; 
Did  you  grow  in  the  golden  city, 

My  pure  and  radiant  one?" 

"  Nay,  nay,  I  fell  not  out  of  heaven; 

None  gave  me  my  saintly  white; 
It  slowly  grew  from  the  darkness, 

Down  in  the  dreary  night: 
From  the  ooze  of  the  silent  river 

I  won  my  glory  and  grace; 
White  souls  fall  not,  oh,  my  poet, 

They  rise  to  the  sweetest  place." 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 


Too  many  young  people  are  satis6ed  with  the 
local  newspaper  and  the  latest  sentimental  novel. 
I  have  always  regretted,  too,  that  our  dear  Broth- 
erhood was  comparatively  idle  in  the  great  and 
important  work  of  evangelizing  the  world,  and  I 
now  rejoice  to  see  that  we  are  becoming  awake  to 
the  needs  and  cries  of  the  benighted  ones.  But 
one  command  is  as  binding  as  another,  and  there 
is  danger  that  some,  in  their  zeal  for  missions,  lose 
sight  of  other  commands  and  examples  of  Christ. 
We  need  to  pray  fervently  that  we  be  not  led 
astray  from  the  path  in  which  Christ  trod  and  in 
which  we  must  walk  if  we  would  reign  with  Him. 
May  God  cleanse  our  hearts,  purify  us  all  and  fit 
and  prepare  us  for  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  lead,  guide  and  direct  us,  and  may  we  all 
be  made  willing  to  give  our  minds,  our  bodies,  our 
wealth,  our  talents,  our  time,  our  all  into  His 
hands,  do  the  work  appointed  unto  us  and  patient- 
ly wait  for  the  summons  to  come  up  higherl  " 

Our  sister  rightly  says  that  too  many  of  our 
young  people  are  satisfied  with  the  local  newspa- 
per and  the  trashy  novel.  We  don't  read  enough, 
nor  wisely,  nor  conscientiously  enough.  May  it 
be  kept  prominently  in  the  mind  of  every  mem- 
ber of  our  Circle  that  a  part  of  the  new  vow  that 
we  have  taken  upon  ourselves  is,  "  I  will  make  an 
honest  effort  to  get  at  least  one  other  person  to 
take  up  this  work."  We  have  made  it  our  mission 
to  awaken  an  interest  in  missions.  Let  us  never 
be  satisfied  with  what  we  have  done  in  this  direc- 
tion! Of  course  we  want  to  make  others  better. 
This  is  one  good  way  of  doing  it.  It  is  easy  to  at 
least  try.  James  M.  Nefp. 


We  are  just  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  our  Sec- 
retary in  which  she  says,  "  I  already  see  that  our 
department  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  going  to  be 
the  means  of  enlarging  the  Circle,  and  we  cannot 
tell  the  good  it  will  do  outside  the  Circle."  She 
further  states  that  she  is  receiving  reports  from 
members  every  day,  and  also  orders  for  free  copies 
of  the  "  Life  of  Judson."  Remember  that  for 
every  three  cents  you  send  to  our  Secretary,  Edith 
R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  to  pay  the  pos- 
tage, she  will  send  a  copy  of  that  most  interesting 
little  book,  the  "  Life  of  Judson,"  to  any  one  of 
our  ministers  you  may  name.  Do  not  send  orders 
for  these  free  copies  either  to  me  or  to  the  Breth- 
ren's Publishing  Company,  but  direct  to  our  Secre- 
tary. 

Following  is  a  list  of 

NEW   MEMBERS 

just  received;  No.  529,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Eckerle,  Roa- 
noke, Va.;  No.  530,  Albert  Hylton,  Olathe,  Mo.; 
No.  531,  G.  J.  Fercken,  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor;  No. 
532,  H.  D.  Blocher,  Warrensburg,  Mo.;  No.  533, 
Lydia  A.  Barnhart,  Appanoose,  Kans.  And  the 
name  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Blocher,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo., 
has  been  added  to  our  list  of  local  Secretaries. 
Below  we  give  some  more 

EXTRACTS   FROM   A   LETTER 

lately  received  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary. 

Sister  Mary   F.   Zug,   of   Lebanon,    Pa.,    writes: 

f  "  Would  that  the  '  Nonsuch  Professor '  were  in  the 
hands  of  every  professing  Christian!  It  always 
lies  close  at  hand  and  when  I  have  a  few  moments 
leisure  I  open  it  at  random  and  read  a  few  lines, — 
sufficient  for  thought  an  entire  day.  The  books, 
as  many  as  I  have  read,  I  think  were  wisely  chos- 
en. They  interest  me  as  well  as  give  me  desired 
information  on  subjects  of  which  I  was  ignorant. 
I  am  so  glad  the  course  was  laid  out.  I  have  al- 
ways deplored  the  fact  that  so  few  of  our  young 
people   read^'good,    moral,    instructive    literature. 


THE  SUCCESSFUL  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHER. 


It  is  frequently  said  that,  to  be  successful,  we 
must  love  our  work.  This  is  true  only  when  we 
love  our  work  because  we  love  Christ.    Then  we 

ln„»    the    v/rvrk    Vranse  we  feel  that  Christ  is  in  the 

work.  We  should  not  work  merely  for  success. 
A  seeming  success  may  be  far  from  a  real  success. 
When  we  work  merely  to  succeed,  we  are  failing 
to  grasp  the  real  import  of  the  work  in  which  we 
engage. 

Such  questions  as  "  How  may  I  succeed? " 
"  How  may  I  make  this  the  most  interesting  class 
in  the  school?"  "  How  may  I  increase  the  size  of 
the  class?  "  and  similar  ones  are  questions  which, 
to  be  justifiable,  must  be  asked  with  very  little 
emphasis  upon  the  personal  pronouns. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  prime  importance  not  only 
that  the  enthusiastic  teacher  be  a  church  member, 
but  that  he  loves,  believes  and  lives  Christ.  Can 
one  who  knows  nothing  of  science  teach  the 
sciences?  Can  one  who  is  not  a  mathematician 
teach  the  relations  of  quantity?  Can  one  who 
knows  nothing  of  physiology  or  medicine,  admin- 
ister to  those  who  are  sick?  Can  one  teach  Christ 
ho  knows  him  not?  Would  we  be  willing  to 
trust  ourselves'  for  a  voyage  upon  the  ocean  to 
one  who  has  purchased  the  title  of  pilot,  yet  who 
has  never  seen  the  great  sea,  and  who,  though  he 
may  be  supplied  with  all  the  aids  to  navigation, 
yet  knows  not  how  to  use  them?  "  Know  ye  not, 
that  to  whom  ye  yield  yourselves  servants  to  obey, 
his  servants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey?"  "Thou 
shalt  worship  the  Lord,  thy  God,  and  him  only 
shalt  thou  serve."  Either  directly  or  indirectly 
we  influence  others  to  serve  whom  we  serve. 

Again,  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that 
sent  me,"  and  not  "  my  work,"  "  my  class,"  "  my 
own  success,"  or  even  the  success  of  the  entire 
school.  We  do  not,  for  one  moment,  think  to 
discourage  those  who  have  large  and  interesting 
classes  and  full  schools,  but  if  there  are  workers 
in  such  schools  who  are  doing  their  work  for  their 
own  aggrandizement,  or  in  order  that  they  may 
be  counted  successful,  and  for  that  alone,  they  are 
making  a  great  mistake,  and  should  either  resign 
at  once  or  seek  Jesus  anew  and  get  a  better  heart 
and  purpose. 

The  Sunday  school  teacher  must  be  dependent, 
faithful,  believing.     "  Without  me  ye  can  do  noth- 


"   means   that,   without   implicit   confidence  in 
God,  ye  can  do  nothing  successfully,  properly. 

Then   the   preparation.     Do   we   stop    to    think, 

len  we  hurry  off  to  the  Sunday  school   poorly 

epared,  or  half  prepared,  or  not  prepared  at  all 
to  appear  before  our  classes  to  whom  we  are  to 
teach  eternal  doctrine  and  eternal  truths,  do  we 
stop  often,  then,  to  think  that  the  words,  "  As  the 
Father  has  sent  me  into  the  world,  even  so  I  send 
you,"  apply  to  us  as  teachers  to-day?  Think  of 
the  years  of  Christ's  preparation!  Think  of  the 
thoroughness   of    his    preparation!     Think   of    his 

rvices  as  a  teacher!  Think  of  his  ability  as  a 
teacher,  and  then  of  your  own,  remembering  that 
you  are  sent  into  the  world  as  was  He. 

Can  we  prepare  too  well?  Can  we  prepare  well 
enough?  Not  all  the  studies  in  Bible  doctrine,  in 
Bible  history,  in  teachers'  helps  and  in  Sunday 
School  Normal  courses  can  prepare  us  well  enough. 
Yet  many  fail  to  avail  themselves  even  of  these. 

There  may  be  some  prejudice  among  the  Breth- 
ren in  some  localities  against  the  use  of  these  high- 
er helps  to  the  teacher,  such  as,  especially,  "  The 
Chautauqua  Sunday  School  Normal  Course."  But 
such  prejudice,  if  it  exists,  is  certainly  among 
those  who  have  not  examined  the  course  of  in- 
struction. The  books  are  full  of  things  the  teach- 
er should  know,  full  of  plans  he  might  well  pursue, 
while  nowhere  have  we  found  doctrine  that  would 
be  injurious  to  our  principles  or  belief,  if  properly 
applied  by  the  teacher. 

And  should  some  misstatements  occur  in  our 
helps  or  text-books,  it  is  easy  for  us  to  separate 
the  good  from  the  bad.  The  mistake  may  have 
been  made  in  good  faith,  and  we  should  set  to 
work  in  good  faith  to  right  it.  We  should  not 
condemn  all  of  an  article  nor  all  of  a  book  nor  all 
of  a  sermon  because  one  or  more  mistakes  are 
contained  therein.  The  book  that  your  boy  car- 
ries under  his  arm  as  he  starts  to  school  to-morrow 
contains  pictures  of  battles,  descriptions  of  battles, 
and  speeches  of  warriors  on  the  field  of  battle,  yet 
it  would  be  unwise  to  keep  the  boy  at  home,  and 
deprive  him  of  an  education,  because  the  textl 
books  contained  some  things  that  are  opposed  to 
our  non-combative  principles.  There  is  probably 
but  one  book  that  is  correct  in  every  statement. 

■There  is  no  position  of  more  importance  or 
consequence  than  that  of  the  Sunday  school  teach- 
er, yet  too  frequently  the  preparation  is  almost 
entirely  wanting.  Teachers  are  leaders  and  suc- 
cessful leaders  are  competent,  tactful,  earnest. 
Cilronelle,  Ala. 


HE  DIED  WITH  HIS  HAND  ON  THE  THROTTLE. 

This  was  true  of  a  brave  engineer  who  ran  his 
train  out  of  Water  Valley,  Miss.,  at  midnight,  Sat- 
urday, Nov.  30,  1895.  He  was  a  good  man,  full 
of  faith,  and  given  to  prayer.  Another  engineer 
had  been  killed,  and  this  one  had  to  take  his  place. 
How  he  hated  to  go,— hated  to  run  on  Sunday, 
hated  to  part  with  his  lovely  family,  and  hated  to 
leave  the  North  Mississippi  Conference  then  in  ses- 
sion! When  ready  to  leave  his  home  he  embraced 
his  wife  in  one  long,  loving  embrace,  and  kissed 
her  the  last  good-bye.  His  long  train  went  dash- 
ing down  the  road  with  no  thought  of  danger, 
when  lo!  close  ahead  some  cars  of  another  train 
were  out  of  the  switch  on  the  main  line.  Instantly 
he  grasped  the  lever,  reversed  his  engine,  and 
turned  on  the  sand.  With  his  right  hand  he 
grasped  the  throttle.  The  awful  crash  came.  The 
coal  in  the  tender  shot  forward  and  pinned  him 
hard  and  fast  against  the  hot  head  of  the  boiler. 
The  engine  shuddered,  reeled,  and  then  turned 
over  and  caught  the  brave  man  underneath.  When 
the  wrecking  train  came  and  lifted  the  tons  0 
weight  off  of  him  he  was  dead,  with  his  hand  still 
grasping  the  handle  of  the  throttle.  I  could  but 
fall  on  my  knees  and  pray  God  that  when  I  come 
to  my  last  end  I  may  die,  as  did  this  brave  engi- 
neer, with  my  hand  on  the  throttle.  Faithfulness 
and  fidelity  like  this  are  well-pleasing  to  our  Low 
in  any  station  of  life.— Gilderoy,  in  Nashville  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 
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'TIS  SWEET  TO  PRAY. 

'Tis  sweet  to  pray,  for  prayer  is  life 
To  every  true  believer's  soul; 

Without  it,  how,  amid  the  strife, 
Could  weary  pilgrims  reach  the  goal? 

'Tis  sweet  to  pray,  love  waxeth  dim 
Without  the  wings  with  which  to  soar 

Faith  in  the  darkness  calls  to  Him, 
And  we  are  comforted  once  more. 

'Tis  sweet  to  pray,  and  one  brief  hour 
Forget  the  weary  way  we've  trod; 

Life  giveth  us  no  richer  dower 
Than  upward  so  to  wing  to  God. 

'Tis  sweet  to  pray,  to  feel  that  he 
Respondeth  to  our  inmost  needs; 

Prayer  sets  our  spirits  bounding  free- 
Gives  strength  to  follow  as  he  leads. 


HOW  MUCH  SHALL  1  01 VE? 

BY  N.  G.  NEHER. 

I  have  been  impressed  of  late  with  the  necessity 
of  each  member  having  some  plan  to  work  by, 
in  order  that  each  one  may  do  his  part  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  Master's  kingdom,  and  for  char- 
itable purposes,  especially  since  reading  the  ar- 
ticle of  Eld.  S.  M.  Forney,  of  Nebraska,  in  Gospel 
Messenger  No.  15,  in  regard  to  the  necessity  of 
missionary  work  in  Nebraska. 

Some  have  one  plan  and  some  another.  Not 
lon&  since  we  heard  a  sister  say  she  had  adopted 
tViefplan  of  saving  all  the  nickels  she  gets,  and  send- 
ing them  to  those  sisters  in  Chicago  that  are  res- 
cuing the  perishing  and  looking  up  the  poor  and 
needy  children  of  the  city.  She  says  it  is  surpris- 
ing how  many  nickels  a  person  gets  in  a  short 
time,  and  she  seems  to  be  enjoying  the  work. 

I  wish  to  give  another  plan  that  a  brother  has 
tried  for  about  eight  years.  You  know  we  all  have 
to  pay  taxes  every  year  for  keeping  up  the  king- 
dom of  this  world.  The  plan  is  for  each  member 
to  give  at  least  the  amount  of  his  taxes  each 
year,  for  the  work  of  the  Lord  and  charitable 
purposes.  I  have  figured  about  the  amount  of 
taxes  a  certain  church  pays  here  in  Nebraska, 
and  find  it  about  £2,000  per  year.  What  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good  this  church  could  do  in 
the  way  of  missionary  work  and  helping  the  poor 
and  unfortunate  along  in  this  world!  Why  not 
adopt  this  plan?  Surely,  brethren,  we  ought  to 
be  willing  to  do  as  much  for  the  Lord's  work  as 
we  must  give  to  this  world. 

Methinks  some  one  is  ready  to  say  if  this  broth- 
er had  Sioo  or  S200  taxes  to  pay,  he  would  not 
he  so  willing  for  the  plan;  but,  remember,  brother, 
"Unto  whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  him  shall 
much  be  required."  Luke  12:48.  Again,  "Let 
every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God  has 
Prospered  him."  I  Cor.  16:2.  "  But  this  I  say, 
He  which  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  spar- 
ingly; and  he  which  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap 
also  bountifully.  Every  man  according  as  he  pur- 
Poseth  in  his  heart,  so  let  him  give;  not  grudgingly, 
or  of  necessity:  for  God  loveth  a  cheerful  giver. 
And  God  is  able  to  make  all  grace  abound  toward 
you;  that  ye,  always  having  all  sufficiency  in  all 
things,  may  abound  to  every  good  work."  2  Cor. 
9:  6-8. 

What  a  blessed  promise  in  the  eighth  verse, 
that  he  will  give  us  grace  to  carry  out  as  we  pro- 
Pose  to  give.  Brother,  if  this  tax  plan  does  not 
su>t  you,  adopt  a  plan  that  will,  and  adopt  a  plan 
'hat  you  will  have  to  make  a  sacrifice  to  keep  up, 
for  there  the  blessing  comes  in,  as  I  understand. 
You  will  be  more  likely  to  keep  it  up,  as  it  keeps 
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a  person  thinking  what  he  is  doing,  and  what  he 
is  giving  it  for,  thereby  encouraging  him  in  the 
work. 

After  you  have  decided  upon  the  amount  you 
wish  to  give,  divide  it  up  as  you  think  best,  ap- 
propriating a  portion  to  the  home  church,  the  Sun- 
day school  and  the  mission  work.  Do  not  forget 
the  poor.  You  may  think  this  tax  plan  that  the 
brother  has  been  trying  for  eight  years,  required 
no  sacrifice,  but  it  did,  for  the  last  three  years 
especially,  on  account  of  short  crops  in  Nebraska 
(as  his  tax  was  about  fifty  dollars  per  year),  but 
he  feels  that  the  good  Lord  has  blessed  him  in 
the  work,  and  he  is  enjoying  it.  It  seems  some- 
times he  is  blessed  above  others  around  him,  but, 
after  all,  he  feels  that  he  is  only  an  unprofitable 
servant  and  has  done  nothing  more  than  his  duty. 

No  doubt  there  are  many  poor  members  that  are 
doing  as  much  as  their  tax  amounts  to.  Just  see 
how  many  of  our  ministers  all  over  the  United 
States  are  spending  their  time  and  money  I  Some 
of  them  likely  spend  enough  to  pay  their  taxes 
several  times  over  each  year.  Dear  brethren  and 
sisters,  we,  that  are  not  ministers,  can  we  not  come 
to  the  rescue,  and  give  as  God  has  prospered  usf 
Thereby  we  can  do  our  part,  so  that  the  cause  of 
our  Blessed  Master  will  not  suffer.  "Seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness  and 
all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you."  Matt. 
6:  33- 

Hamilton,  Nebr. 


A  WORKINQ  CHURCH.— 1  Thess. 


BY  JACOB  S.  MOHLER. 


This  means  or  implies  active,  energetic  working 
members  in  every  branch  of  Christian  life,  always 
on  duty  to  promote  holiness  and  Christian  piety. 
A  wise  head  with  good  works,  both  spiritual  and 
temporal,  is  one  of  the  essentials  to  success;  never- 
theless adverse  eircumattmccr.  vill  nomctimco  Jo 
feat  the  best  efforts.  Working  members  should 
not  neglect  the  assembling  of  themselves  together 
under  any  reasonable  circumstances, — hot  or  cold, 
sunshine  or  rain.    Therefore, — 

1.  The  church  of  God  should  be  a  working 
church,  full  of  love  and  zeal  for  the  Master's 
cause. 

2.  The  church  of  God  has  prominent  character- 
istics about  it.  The  working  members  should  take 
pleasure  in  laboring  together  to  keep  those  char- 
acteristics prominent  before  the  world  that  the 
wayfaring  may  find  the  perfect  way  to  eternal  life. 

3.  The  church  of  God  should  be  a  pleasant  place 
for  the  Master's  excellent  workers  and  a  refuge  for 
the  weary  and  sin  sick  soul. 

4.  The  members  of  the  church  of  God  delight 
in  working  together  that  they  may  have  the  divine 
help  of  God  to  abstain  from  all  appearance  of 
evil,  and  to  promote  each  other's  happiness.  They 
should  hate  wrangling,  jangling  and  evil  speaking 
of  one  another. 

5.  The  official  body  of  the  church  of  God  should 
take  pleasure  in  laboring  together  in  the  unity  of 
the  spirit  to  maintain  pure  Christian  principles  be- 
fore the  members,  so  that  all  may  learn  from  their 
good  example  to  be  also  of  the  same  mind  and 
speak  the  same  thing  relative  to  the  simplicity  of 
the  Gospel  and  its  saving  principles. 

6.  True  members  of  the  church  delight  in  work- 
ing to  the  interest  of  humanity,  to  the  saving  of 
as  many  as  possible.  Therefore,  missionaries,  the 
Gospel  Messenger  and  tracts  should  be  sent  to 
all  parts  of  the  world,  to  teach  the  people  the  per- 
fect way  of  salvation. 

In  the  above-named  Scripture  the  apostle  Paul 
speaks  in  high  tones  of  respect  of  the  church  at 
Thessalonica.  They  proved  to  be  faithful  to  the 
church  and  each  other.  Paul  was  much  pleased 
with  their  faithfulness,  so  that  he  made  special 
mention  of  them  in  his  prayers.  This  demon- 
strates to  us  the  fact  that  the  entire  body  of  this 
church  were  a  working  class  of  people  in  every 
Christian  line  of  duty.  Their  motto  was  to  move 
upward  to  a  higher  state  of  Christian   perfection 


and  to  a  higher  and  broader  plane  of  life.  They 
had  no  desire  to  be  confined  to  the  narrow  limits 
of  this  world  in  its  enjoyments  and  pleasures.  Of 
the  grand  work  of  the  above-named  church  Paul 
could  well  say,  "  It  sounded  out  in  many  places." 
May  it  be  our  motto,  to  become  excellent  workers 
for  Jesus! 

Covington,  Ohio. 


WHERE  WILL  HE  FIND  US? 


BY  EVA  HEAGI.KY. 


Will  he  find  faith  on  the  earth?  Will  he  find 
us  watching  and  waiting  to  be  caught  up  to  meet 
him,  or  will  we  be  found  busy  with  the  affairs  of 
this  life,  and  our  time  so  completely  taken  up  with 
worldly  things  as  to  afford  but  little  time  or  means 
for  the  Lord's  work? 

I  fear  if  we  would  sec  the  Savior  coming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven  today,  too  many  of  us  would 
tremble  and  fear,  because  we  would  not  be  found 
cultivating  the  talents  which  he  has  given  us. 
What  are  we  doing?  Let  us  pause  and  consider. 
If  we  have  been  given  ten  talents,  let  us  employ 
them  and  gain  other  ten.  If  five,  let  us  employ 
them  and  gain  other  five.  If  one,  let  us  do  our 
best!  Surely,  we  are  not  all  gifted  alike.  In  the 
apostles'  time  there  were  diversities  of  gifts,  and 
so  it  is  to  day.  Although  we  cannot  all  do  great 
works,  yet  we  can  do  something  to  help  the  great 
and  good  work  along. 

Often  we  feel  discouraged;  yet,  when  those  soul- 
cheering  words  of  the  apostle,  "  Rejoice  in  the 
Lord  alway,"  come  up  afresh  in  our  minds,  and 
we  cast  all  our  cares  on  Him,  who  careth  for  us, 
we  are  made  to  rejoice,  amidst  all  our  discourage- 
ments. We  cannot  all  be  workers  in  foreign  coun- 
tries among  those  who  arc  groping  in  great  dark- 
le, n.,;tl™  J.  ,..  u-~.  *.  „„  n,„,„  ,„  r„a  ;,,„! 
worshipers.  We  find  them  in  great  numbers  in 
our  own  country.  Let  us  rescue  them  as  well. 
Though  our  work  may  not  call  us  to  go  out  in  the 
world  and  rescue  the  fallen  and  degraded  of  our 
own  land,  there  yet  remains  one  of  the  greatest  of 
all  working  places, — the  home.  It  is  where  we  all 
should  begin  to  work,  whether  father  or  mother, 
or  older  brother  or  sister.  It  is  the  first  place  our 
influence  is  felt.  O  let  it  be  for  good  and  not  for 
evil!  Let  all  things  be  done  through  love,  for 
"  love  is  of  God." 

Let  us  not  be  discouraged,  though  the  battle 
be  hard.  Let  us  be  firm  and  cling  closely  to  the 
"  Rock  that  is  higher  than  I."  Let  us  fulfill  our 
mission  here  well,  and  ever  be  found  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  improving  our  talents  to  the  best  of 
our  ability,  and  watching  and  waiting  for  the  ap- 
pearing of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  O 
that  we  may  not  be  among  that  number  who  shall 
call  for  the  rocks  and  hills  to  fall  upon  them  to 
cover  them,  but  may  we  all  be  among  those  who 
have  washed  their  robes  and  made  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb! 

Frederick,  S.  Dak. 

"  When  Dr.  Duff  began  work  in  Calcutta,  he 
found  that  a  cow  had  more  rights  and  higher  rank 
than  a  woman,  and  he  said  that  to  try  to  educate 
a  woman  in  India  was  as  vain  as  to  attempt  to 
scale  a  wall  500  yards  high.  To-day,  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Bengal  alone,  100,000  women  and  girls  are 
under  instruction,  and  India's  most  gifted  daugh- 
ters are  laying  hold  of  the  higher  education.  Ze- 
nana doors  have  been  unlocked  by  the  gentle 
hand  of  Christian  womanhood,  and  a  transforma- 
tion is  already  accomplished  which  centuries  of 
merely  human  wisdom  and  power  could  not  even 
have  begun."        _   

When  the  world  and  the  church  become  recon- 
ciled it  will  be  because  the  world  has  surrendered. 
The  church  never  surrenders.  The  church  con- 
rs — not,  it  is  true,  by  the  sword,  but  by  the 
Spirit  of  God. — Herald  and  Presbyter. 
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Northern  Illinois  is  to  be  represented  on  the 
Standing  Committee  by  brethren  D.  E.  Price  and 
P.  R.  Keltner.        

Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison  is  now  at  his  home, 
McPherson,  Kans.,  where  he  expects  to  remain  un- 
til the  Annual  Meeting. 


Bro.  J.  M.  Snyder,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  is  ar- 
ranging to  publish  an  Annual  Meeting  daily. 
Price,  25  cents.     Address  him  at  McPherson. 


Trie,  juutnern  uistrict  ot  Pennsylvania  sends  no 
queries  to  Annual  Meeting.  Eld.  Jacob  Hollinger 
will  represent  that  District  at  the  Conference. 

Bro.  E.  W.  Stoner  and  S.  H.  Utz  are  to  repre- 
sent Maryland  on  the  Standing  Committee.  The 
District  calls  for  the  Annual  Meeting  in  1897. 


Southern  Indiana  at  the  late  District  Meeting 
appointed  two  District  Evangelists, — George  L. 
Studebaker  for  the  western  part  of  the  District, 
and  David  F.  Hoover  for  the  southern  part. 

We  call  attention  to  the  railroad  announcement 
by  Bro.  E.  W.  Stoner,  published  elsewhere.  It 
will  be  seen  that  a  uniform  rate  of  one  fare  for  the 
round  trip  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Trunk 
lines. 

A  few  of  the  State  Districts  are  sending  us 
the  Minutes  of  their  meetings,  but  many  are  yet 
to  be  heard  from.  Not  one  clerk  should  fail  to 
send  us  the  queries  intended  for  the  Annual 
Meeting. 

On  page  292  of  this  issue,  under  the  heading 
"A  Suggestion  to  the  General  Brotherhood,"  our 
people  are  told  how  to  greatly  increase  the  mis- 
sionary collection  at  the  coming  Annual  Meeting. 
The  suggestion  is  a  good  one. 


Bro.  Enoch  Eby  wishes  us  to  say  that  the  Ex- 
amining Committee  will  meet  at  Ottawa,  Kansas, 
on  the  morning  of  May  21,  at  9  A.  M.,  at  the  office 
of  the  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  All  the 
members  are  requested  to  be  present  as  there  are  a 
number  of  tracts  to  be  examined. 


In  order  to  do  the  amount  of  missionary  work 
required  in  one  of  the  State  Districts,  we  notice 
that  the  ministers  engaged  in  the  work  had  to 
travel  over  ten  thousand  miles.  This  they  did  at 
a  cost,  probably,  of  nearly  S200.  Why  would  it  not 
be  a  good  idea  to  put  a  suitable  man  in  the  field, 
keep  him  there,  and  thus  avoid  paying  out  so 
much  for  traveling  expenses?  We  must  come  to 
this  sometime,  and  why  not  now? 


Bro.  James  T.  Quinlan,  No.  305  S.  Charles  St., 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  would  be  pleased  to  corres- 
pond with  Brethren  who  can  speak  the  Scandi 
navian  language  quite  well.  He  is  particularly 
anxious  to  have  the  address  of  Bro.  Andrew  Wes- 
tergreen.  

Bro.  I.  D.  Parker  wishes  us  to  say:  "The  C.  B. 
&  Q.  R.  R.,  will  run  a  chair  car  from  Goshen  to 
Ottawa,  Friday,  May  22,  if  a  sufficient  number 
wish  to  go  on  that  date.  All  persons  wishing  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  favor  will  please  report 
soon  to  I.  D.  Parker,  of  Elkhart,  that  arrange- 
ments may  be  perfected." 


Those  who  desire  lodging  in  private  rooms  at 
twenty-five  cents  a  night,  while  attending  the  Annu- 
al Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  should  at  once  write 
S.  P.  Weaver  of  that  place,  inclosing  pay  for  at 
least  the  first  night.  On  receipt  of  this  amount  the 
parties  will  receive  notice  from  Bro.  Weaver 
concerning  the  rooms  selected.  Those  sending 
n  their  orders  first  will  be  assigned  places  near 
the  Annual  Meeting  grounds.  This  will  prove  sat- 
factory  to  hundreds  who  prefer  to  sleep  in  private 
houses.  

We  regret  our  inability  to  say  more  concerning 
railroad  rates  for  those  wishing  to  attend  the  An- 
1  Meeting,  but  we  presume  most  of  the  lines 
are  giving  our  people  the  needed  information  by 
means  of  circulars  and  traveling  agents.  It  will 
be  good  for  all  those  who  desire  further  informa- 
tion, to  make  inquiry  of  their  local  agents.  One 
thing  certain,  we  cannot  expect  as  low  rates  as 
were  given  in  former  years.  All  transportation 
lines  are  becoming  more  difficult  to  handle  in  this 
respect.  

At  the  Ministerial  Meeting  for  Southwestern 
Kansas  two  of  our  sisters  read  essays  on  "  How 
Best  Care  for  New  Converts."  These  essays  will  be 
found  in  the  Home  and  Family  Department  of  this 
issue.  They  are  well  worth  reading,  and  should  be 
«,ciullr  studied.  II  oui  sisters  were  given  more 
liberty  at  the  Ministerial  Meetings,  they  would 
probably  tell  some  things  that  would  make  not 
a  few  ears  tingle.  One  of  the  sisters  gives  only 
a  passing  notice  of  the  harmful  influence  that 
improperly-conducted  council-meetings  have  over 
the  spiritual  lives  of  the  young  and  newly  con- 
verted. This  phase  of  the  subject  is  entitled  to 
far  more  attention  than  it  has  yet  received,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  mild  hint  given  may  have 
a  good  effect. 

Upon  the  part  of  the  delegates  at  our  late  Dis- 
trict Meeting  there  was  an  improvement  in  the 
manner  of  voting  when  selecting  delegates  to 
serve  on  the  Standing  Committee,  etc.,  that  should 
be  encouraged.  The  voting  was  done  by  ballot- 
ing on  the  majority  plan.  That  is,  in  order  to  be 
declared  elected,  one  must  have  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast.  To  accomplish  this  sometimes  re- 
quires repeated  balloting.  It  is  the  method  em- 
ployed by  the  Standing  Committee  when  electing 
the  officers  for  the  Annual  Meeting.  It  is  also  the 
most  satisfactory  manner  of  electing  officers  ever 
introduced  in  any  of  our  church  work,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  it  will  be  continued,  that  it  may 
grow  in  favor.  We  do  not  see  how  any  method 
could  be  more  satisfactory. 

It  will  bring  sorrow  to  many  hearts  to  learn 
that  James  R.  Gish,  of  Stuttgart,  Ark.,  has  gone  to 
his  reward.  He  died  April  30.  In  next  issue  we 
hope  to  give  some  particulars  concerning  his  life 
and  death.  We  leave  the  office  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing to  attend  his  funeral,  which  takes  place  in  the 
Panther  Creek  church,  near  Roanoke,  this  State, 
Sunday  morning,  May  3.  Bro.  Gish  was  one  of 
our  strong  men,  and  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing many  souls  to  Christ.  He  was  also  one  of  our 
most  liberal  givers,  and  the  power  of  his  gifts  has 
been  felt  and  appreciated  in  many  departments  of 
church  work.  We  have  known  him  for  forty-five 
years,  and  from  his  preaching  received  the  early 
impressions  that  led  us  to  accept  the  terms  of 
pardon.  We  shall  have  more  to  say  after  our  re- 
turn from  the  funeral. 


OUR  DISTRICT  MEETING. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Northern  inl- 
and Wisconsin  was  held  in  the  Waddam's  Grov 
church,  April  29,  and  was  a  very  pleasant  gathering 
The  elders  met  the  day  before  at  1  P.  M„  to  tran 
act  such  business  as  came  before  them.  The  eld 
ership  was  quite  well  represented.  Our  elders  m 
these  deliberations,  are  careful  not  to  transcend 
their  authority  in  trying  to  transact  business  that 
properly  belongs  to  the  District  Meeting  or  the  ad- 
joining elders.  They  consider  well  the  propriety 
of  ordaining  still  more  elders,  for  they  regard  it 
very  unwise  to  permit  our  present  housekeepers 
to  grow  old  and  feeble,  and  then  not  have  proper- 
ly-trained younger  and  stronger  men  ready  to 
take  their  places,  when  they  become  unable  to 
perform  their  duties  with  the  necessary  energy 
and  zeal,  to  insure  success  in  caring  for  and  de- 
veloping the  churches. 

In  the  evening  a  love  feast  was  held,  and  a  more 
enjoyable  feast  it  is  not  common  to  enjoy.  The 
order  and  spirit  of  the  meeting  were  excellent  in 
every  respect.  Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  officiated  in 
a  manner  that  was  edifying,  instructive  and  im- 
pressive. 

After  devotional  exercises  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, April  29,  the  delegates  retired  and  balloted 
for  the  officers  of  the  meeting,  which  resulted  in 
D.  E.  Price,  Moderator,  G.  B.  Royer,  Reading 
Clerk,  Joseph  Amick  and  the  writer,  Writing 
Clerks.  The  entire  forenoon  was  taken  up  in  the 
missionary  and  charitable  departments  of  our 
work.  The  Sterling  Mission  was  reported  in  an 
encouraging  condition.  Here  it  is  that  we  keep 
an  evangelist,  and  fully  support  him,  while  he 
gives  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  the  mission. 
It   is   a   well-directed   effort   in   city  work  that  is 

Some  advanced  steps  were  taken  respecting  the 
mission  in  Rockford.  It  is  to  be  hoped  thaSf'ere 
long  we  will  have  a  good  mission  opened  up  and 
pushed  in  this  thriving  city.  Considerable  work 
has  been  done  in  Wisconsin,  but  the  field  is  large, 
and  an  evangelist  is  needed  who  can  go  into  that 
field  and  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  We 
think  the  Mission  Board  would  be  pleased  to  lo- 
cate a  minister  there,  should  they  succeed  in  find- 
ing a  man  adapted  to  that  class  of  labor,  and  will- 
ing to  give  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  it  with 
becoming  zeal  and  intelligence.  For  any  infor- 
mation concerning  the  work  and  purposes  of  this 
Board,  address  C.  P.  Rowland,  Lanark,  111.  The 
meeting  decided  to  raise  £1,000  for  missionary 
work  in  our  own  territory. 

Bro.  D.  B.  Senger,  of  Franklin  Grove,  was  re- 
appointed District  Treasurer  for  the  General  Mis- 
sionary and  Tract  Work.  He  was  encouraged  to 
visit  the  churches  as  much  as  possible  and  see 
that  good  solicitors  are  appointed,  and  to  see  that 
they  properly  canvass  their  respective  churches. 

A  number  of  papers  were  before  the  meeting,  a 
few  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 
A  few  questions  elicited  a  little  earnest  discussion, 
all  in  the  best  of  spirit,  however.  It  was  urged 
that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  eliminate  from 
our  church  name  the  "German"  feature.  When 
our  people  commenced  their  reformatory  move- 
ment they  were  known  as  •'  Brethren,"  and  it  1S 
unfortunate  that  the  term  "German"  ever  became 
attached  to  their  name,  for  on  foreign  fields  it  has 
proved  so  great  a  hindrance  that  our  missionaries, 
both  in  Europe  and  Asia,  have  to  entirely  omit  1 
in  all  references  to  their  church  work.  The  en- 
dearing appellation,  Brethren,  however,  still  re- 
mains with  us;  is  found  in  all  of  our  literature;  's 
the  name  that  we  emphasize  in  all  of  our  p"b  '' 
cations,  and  in  course  of  time  will  probably  Pre 
vail  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  German  feature, 
even  in  our  legal  transactions.    Considerable  w» 
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also  said  concerning  the  propriety  of  appointing 
a  committee  to  consider  and  report  the  consisten- 
cy and  feasibility  of  recognizing  the  trine  immer- 
sion found  in  some  other  denominations  whose 
faith  is  very  much  in  accord  with  that  held  by  the 
Brethren.  It  should  be  remembered  that  some 
years  ago  a  similar  movement  was  set  on  foot  by 
the  Annual  Meeting  with  a  view  of  receiving  into 
fellowship  a  number  of  devout  people  in  Canada, 
who  practice  trine  immersion,  but  the  committee 
did  not  find  it  necessary  to  act.  In  the  minds  of 
not  a  few  the  question  has  been  revived  by  our 
missionaries  in  the  East  coming  in  contact  with 
churches  whose  practice  in  trine  immersion  ex- 
tends to  remote  antiquity,  and,  in  some  instances, 
in  an  unbroken  line  of  succession  to  the  churches 
founded  by  the  apostles  themselves.  No  action, 
however,  was  taken  on  either  of  these  questions 
aside  from  some  interesting  exchange  of  views. 

The  meeting  took  quite  a  necessary  step  in  ap- 
pointing a  District  Sunday  School  Secretary,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  open  up  correspondence  with  all 
the  Sunday  schools  in  the  District,  and  submit  to 
the  next  District  Meeting  a  report  of  the  Sunday 
school  work  done,  etc.  Bro.  P.  R.  Keltner,  of 
Sterling,  111.,  was  appointed  for  this  purpose  and 
may  visit  some  of  the  churches,  as  occasion  will 
permit,  in  the  interest  of  the  work  intrusted  to  him. 

The  meeting  closed  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  Not  one  unkind  word  had  been  said 
during  all  the  deliberations,  and  the  members  sep- 
arated with  the  feeling  that  they  had  enjoyed  a 
most  excellent  meeting.  The  Brethren  at  Wad- 
dam's  Grove  did  their  part  in  making  everybody 
feel  welcome.  The  rain  was  somewhat  against 
them,  but  they  managed  everything  with  such 
great  care,  that  no  one  was  discomforted  in  the 
least.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the  Yel- 
low Creek  church.  J.  H.  u. 


THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  CHURCH. 

The  New  Testament  church  was  founded  by  Je- 
sus Christ,  and  is  the  only  church  he  ever  did  es- 
tablish. As  a  body  it  was  not  formally  organized 
at  a  certain  place,  on  a  particular  day  and  hour,  but 
•came  into  existence  as  he  gathered  material  around 
him.  Much  of  this  material  was  prepared  by  John 
the  Baptist,  and  became  attached  to  the  body  of 
Christ  in  the  early  part  of  his  ministry. 

By  the  term  church,  in  this  instance,  we  do  not 
mean  a  local  congregation,  with  its  allotted  terri- 
tory, officers  and  regulations.  We  refer  to  the 
general  church,  of  which  Jesus  is  the  head.  He  is 
the  head  by  divine  appointment,  and  the  lawgiver 
by  special  arrangement.  To  him  all  saints  are  d 
rectly  related,  and  thereby  become  and  constitute 
the  body  of  Christ  upon  the  earth.  For  conven' 
ence,  and  better  methods  of  working,  this  body 
may  be  separated  into  local  congregations,  and 
these  congregations  be  classed  into  districts,  etc. 
Still  Jesus  is  the  head  over  all,  not  of  one  special 
church,  but  of  all  the  members,  whether  in  local 
churches  or  out  of  them,  for  in  the  spreading  of 
the  Gospel  among  all  nations  there  will  occasional- 
ly be  isolated  converts  not  attached  to  any  local 
congregation.  The  Eunuch  was  a  convert  of  this 
class.  But  when  a  congregation  was  formed  in  his 
vicinity,  he,  of  course,  was  numbered  with  the 
saints  at  that  place. 

It  would  seem  that  no  local  congregations  were 
formed  during  the  ministry  of  Christ  upon 
earth.  The  church  was  regarded  in  its  general 
sense.  Not  until  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  there 
anything  like  a  local  organization,  and  the  Scrip- 
tures are  not  even  clear  on  that  point.  All  the 
apostles  were  ordained,  for  Jesus  had  ordained 
them,  and  they  were  fully  authorized  to  attend  to 
any  work  pertaining  to  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
hence,  on  that  day,-  as  well  as  shortly  afterwards, 


we  find  them  taking  steps  looking  to  the  systema- 
tizing of  the  affairs  of  the  church.  The  selection 
of  the  "seven"  has  a  particular  bearing  on  this 
question. 

But  later  on  we  find  churches  in  most  of  the  cit- 
ies, with  their  elders,  deacons  and  other  helpers. 
Thus  it  may  be  seen  that  the  forming  of  the  gener- 
al church  into  properly-officered  congregations  was 
a  gradual  work  provided  for,  however,  in  the 
teachings  of  Jesus,  and  regulated  by  the  Spirit. 
We  are  therefore  led  to  the  conclusion  that  local 
congregations  are  in  perfect  accord  with  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Founder  of  the  New  Testament  church, 
and  are  intended  for  a  wise  purpose.  But  these 
congregations  should  not  become  so  important  in 
our  estimation  as  to  cause  us  to  lose  sight  of  the 
general  church.  Nor  should  the  local  arrange- 
ments deemed  necessary  for  the  training  of  a  par- 
ticular congregation  so  bias  our  minds  that  we  can- 
not see  the  needs  of  the  church  at  large. 

To  handle  the  affairs  of  the  church  in  general  is 
where  we  need  our  broad-minded  men, — men 
whose  minds  are  as  broad  as  were  the  minds  of  the 
apostles  after  they  became  fully  enlightened  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Men  of  this  kind  can  look  beyond 
mere  local  interest,  and  consider  the  whole  world 
as  the  field  for  the  church  to  occupy  and  work,  and 
then  make  provisions  accordingly.  We  are  glad  to 
learn  that  more  of  our  people  are  taking  this  \ 
of  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  are  laboring  to 
that  end.  No  class  of  men  among  us  see  the 
cessity  of  this  more  than  those  who  have  had  more 
or  less  experience  in  the  General  Mission  Board, 
and  have  to  make  provisions  for  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  among  those  of  other  nations.  In  this 
line  our  work  is  widening  and  ere  another  decade 
we  will  see  the  necessity  of  adjusting  our  mission- 
ary system,  and  other  plans,  to  the  real  needs  of 
those  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the  true  Gospel. 
But  while  doing  this  it  becomes  our  duty  to  keep 
the  law  and  testimony  constantly  in  mind,  for  we 
must  not  vary  from  the  apostolic  teachings. 

^^^^__  j.  H.  M. 

RELIEF  MAP  OF  PALESTINE. 

In  these  days,  when  books,  maps  and  photo- 
graphs of  the  Bible  Lands  are  in  great  abundance 
and  variety,  one  need  not  remain  in  ignorance  con- 
cerning the  Land  of  the  Sacred  Story.  From  the 
books  now  in  circulation  we  can  read  and  re-read 
to  our  heart's  content.  We  never  become  tired  of 
viewing  the  photographs  of  the  places  made  sa- 
cred in  our  memories  by  some  touching  incident 
narrated  in  the  Scriptures,  and  yet  we  have  a 
longing  for  an  actual  look  at  the  country  itself. 
In  the  absence  of  a  visit  to  the  Promised  Land,  we 
have  found  nothing  that  comes  so  near  supplying 
this  want  as  the  Relief  Map  of  Palestine,  recently 
brought  out  by  the  Central  School  Supply  House, 
Chicago,  111. 

This  map  shows  the  actual  lay  of  every  part  of 
of  Palestine,  including  the  mountains,  valleys, 
plains,  streams  and  lakes.  A  glance  at  it  will  give 
one  a  correct  idea  of  the  lay  of  the  country  in  any 
particular  locality.  The  mountains  stand  out  on 
the  map  in  bold  relief,  while  the  great  Jordan  Val- 
ley and  the  Dead  Sea  are  shown  in  the  depres- 
sions. As  a  map,  we  have  never  seen  anything  to 
equal  it.  It  affords  us  great  pleasure  as  we  read 
of  a  particular  place,  to  look  it  up  on  the  map 
and  get  the  topography  of  that  locality  fixed  in 
the  mind.  In  this  way  one  may  become  so  fa- 
miliar with  the  general  features  of  the  country 
that  he  can  describe  it  quite  accurately.  This  is 
one  of  the  maps  that  we  feel  like  recommending 
to  all  Bible  students.  For  further  particulars  re- 
garding this  and  other  maps  made  on  the  same 
plan,  address  the  publishers  in  Chicago.    J.  H.  m. 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

No.  19.— Customs  and  Traditions Marriage  Ceremon- 
ies.—Extravagant  Waste  of  Money. — 
Name  Olvlng — Ear  Boring. 

As  already  stated,  the  orthodox  Hindu  is  bound 
by  traditions  and  customs  older  than  the  Christian 
era,  and  these  customs  bind  every  operation  of  life  in 
India.  The  able  author  of  "  Buddhism,  Brahman- 
ism  and  Hinduism,  who  spent  many  years  in  mak- 
ing a  careful  and  exhaustive  study  of  social  life  in 
India,  tells  us  that  each  man  finds  himself  cribbed 
and  confined  in  all  his  movements,  and  fettered  in 
all  he  does  by  the  most  minute  traditional  regula- 
tions. He  sleeps  and  wakes,  dresses  and  undresses, 
sits  down  and  stands  up,  goes  out  and  comes  in, 
eats  and  drinks,  speaks  and  is  silent,  acts  and  re- 
frains from  acting,  according  to  ancient  rule.  And 
by  this  rule  the  intervention  of  the  priestly  caste 
begins  with  his  first  unconscious  existence  as  a  liv- 
ing organism.  From  that  moment  to  death,  and 
even  long  after  death,  cveiy  Hindu  is  held  to  be 
the  lawful  property  of  the  priests,  who  exact  fees 
for  many  offices  performed  on  his  behalf. 

And  here  we  may  impress  a  lesson  that  will,  if 
heeded,  be  helpful  to  us.  Custom  and  traditioa 
must  always  give  way  to  the  truth.  Otherwise 
they  bind  upon  the  human  race  burdens  that  God 
never  intended  we  should  bear.  There  is  always  a 
present  danger  of  placing  undue  importance  upon 
any  practice  of  the  church  simply  because  it  has  be- 
come a  traditional  custom.  The  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  must  be  our  only  standard,  and  as  we  re- 
ceive the  light  and  truth  revealed  in  the  "  Perfect 
Law  of  Liberty  "  we  shall  be  free  from  all  customs 
based  only  upon  ancient  usage  and  tradition. 

MARK1AGE   CEREMONIES. 

is  to  have  their  children  suitably  married,  and  this 
concern  takes  precedence  of  all  others.  The  first 
thought  is  not  for  the  child's  health,  "  not  for  its 
wealth,  not  for  its  physical,  mental  or  moral  well 
being,  but  (or  its  betrothal  and  marriage."  Whet 
the  boy  has  reached  the  age  of  five  or  six  years  a 
wife  is  usually  selected  for  him  and  this  is  some- 
times done  at  even  an  earlier  age.  Of  course  in 
this  important  matter  the  children  are  never  con- 
sulted. In  making  the  arrangements,  the  services 
of  a  priest,  or  professional  matchmaker  is  required 
and  his  fee  depends  upon  the  wealth  of  the  parent. 
He  looks  about  until  he  finds  a  little  girl  from  two 
to  four  years  old  of  the  same  caste  as  the  boy,  and 
reports  to  the  prospective  bridegroom's  father.  A 
meeting  of  the  parents  of  both  children  is  then  ar- 
ranged for,  and  when  all  is  satisfactorily  completed 
the  betrothal  takes  place.  This  is  the  first  of  the 
three  acts  in  the  marriage  drama. 

It  is  but  just  to  say  that  money  is  quite  a  second- 
ary consideration  in  Hindu  marriages.  In  some 
cases  it  is  an  operative  element,  but  this  is  not  the 
rule.  Caste  stands  first  and  physical  conditions 
next  on  the  list  of  marriage  requirements.  Neither 
does  love  between  the  parties  to  the  marriage  have 
any  consideration.  This  is  supposed  to  come  after 
marriage. 

The  second  act  in  the  drama  takes  place  when 
the  children  have  reached  the  respective  ages  of 
about  seven  and  ten,  and  is  of  a  religious  character. 
Then,  when  the  boy  has  reached  his  fifteenth  or 
sixteenth  year,  and  the  girl  her  eleventh  or  twelfth, 
the  final  wedding  ceremony  is  celebrated  amid 
great  festivities  and  rejoicing,  and  the  children  be- 
come husband  and  wife  and  set  up  housekeeping  in 
the  home  of  the  bridegroom's  father. 

Child  marriage  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  great 
social  evils  in  India  to  day.  In  1891  the  govern- 
ment passed  a  law  forbidding  the  actual  marriage 
of  girls  under  twelve  years  of  age,  but  it  is  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  enforce  the  law.     Parents  in  their 
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inted  with  all  the 
cference  to  details  cannot  here  be 


great  anxiety  to  have  their  children  married  do  not 
hesitate  to  tell  an  untruth  as  to  their  ages,  and  tn 
this  way  the  wise  provision  of  the  law  is  evaded. 
The  entire  question  of  child  marriage  with  atten- 
dant evils,  is  one  that  appeals  strongly  to  th" 
sympathy  of  those  who  are 
facts.  F 
made. 

One  among  the  many  sad  featurer  of  child  mar- 
riage is  that  if  the  boy  husband  die  after  his  be- 
trothal, his  child  wife  is  doomed  to  perpetual  wid- 
owhood; so  it  often  orr.irs  mat  little  girls  three  or 
four  years  old  are  widows.  The  lot  of  this  unfor- 
tunate class  is  a  sad  one  indeed.  She  must  have 
her  hair  cut  close  to  her  head,  and  in  India  it  is  a 
shame  for  a  woman  to  have  her  head  shaven  or 
shorn.  She  is  allowed  to  eat  but  one  meal  a  day 
and  becomes  a  mere  household  drudge.  This  sad 
condition  of  widowhood  doubtless  was  one  of  the 
causes  that  led  some  of  them  to  prefer  death  by 
burning  on  the  funeral  pyre  of  the  husband  rather 
than  face  their  lot  in  life. 

We  visited  the  school  of  Mr.  Umbalol  Desai  at 
Bulsar,  where  a  large  number  of  boys,  none  appar- 
ently above  sixteen  years,  were  studying  English. 
Judge  our  surprise  when  we  were  told  that  the 
most  of  them  were  married  and  some  of  them  were 
fathers.  A  prominent  teacher  tells  us  that  he  has 
frequently  examined  the  classes  in  the  Indian  High 
Schools,  in  which  most  of  the  boys  were  fathers. 
The  girls,  of  course,  receive  no  education. 

While  we  sojourned  at  the  mission  house  at  Bul- 
sar we  attended  two  weddings,  one  in  company 
with  our  missionaries  and  some  Parsee  friends,  and 
the  other  with  Mr.  Labberson,  a  warm  person- 
al friend  of  our  missionaries.  One  of  these  was  a 
double  wedding,  the  father  wisely  choosing  to  have 
one  series  of  ceremonies  for  both  his  bovs  at  the 
same  time.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  say  that 
we  attended  a  part  of  the  ceremony,  for  the  festivi- 
ties continue  sometimes  for  eight  days,  and  large 
sums  of  money  are  spent.  At  those  we  attended, 
the  bridegrooms  were  preparing  to  set  out  upon  a 
visit  to  the  homrs  of  the  brides.  We  reached  the 
place  about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  Seats 
were  given  us  on  the  veranda,  and  bouquets,  g 
lands  of  flowers,  and  the  if  evitable  "  Pan,"  wi 
presented  to  us.  We  were  received 
cordiality  and  made  to  feel  welcome, 
of  the  boy  said  he  was  very  glad,  ind 
came  to  the  wedding. 

From  our  seat  on  the  veranda  we  had  a  good 
view  of  the  proceedings.  The  first  thing  that  tool 
place  was  the  bathing  of  the  bridegroom.  A  low 
platform  was  placed  on  the  others  in  front  of  the 
ere  brought,  and  the  bath 
:nveloped  in  a  white  robe, 
sing  room.  In  the  mean- 
ere  making  night  hideous 
and  cracked  horns.  Each 
making  as  much  noise  as 


with    much 
The  fath 
:ed,  that  v 


•  refers 


house,  vessels  of  water  v 
completed,  the  boy  was 
and  carried  into  his  dres 
time  a  number  of  men  \ 
with  tom-toms,  drums 
one  seemed  intent  upon 

possible,  and  this  passed  for  music;  the  musicians 
having  been  hired  for  the  occasion.  So  far  as  noise 
v-as  concerned  they  easily  outdid  the  brass  band 
at  home.  Torches  flashed  on  every  hand,  and  the 
house  and  surroundings  were  beautifully  illuminat- 
ed. 

Presently  the  bridegroom  appeared,  adorned  for 
his  bride.  He  was  placed  on  a  richly-caparisoned 
horse,  glittering  in  gold  and  silver  tinsel.  After  he 
was  seated  a  veil  of  fragrant  flowers  was  thrown  ov- 
er his  head  and  he  was  literally  covered  with  beau- 
tiful white  blossoms,  which  also,  in  part,  enveloped 
the  horse.  The  procession  now  started  but  it 
moved  very  slowly.  In  fact,  after  moving  a  few 
feet,  it  stopped  and  a  collection  was  taken  up  for 
the  bride.  All  were  invited  to  give  and  all  did 
give.  Then,  amid  the  flashing  torches  and  the  loud, 
discordant  music,  the  procession  moved  away  and 
we  retired.     It  reminded  us  somewhat  of  going  out 


cet  the  bridegroom,  to  which  ou 
e  parable  of  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins.     In 
the  procession  we  noticed  many  girls  bearing  lamps 
nd  torches. 
Among  the  wealthy  the  marriage  ceremonies  are 
kept  up  for  a  number  of  days   and  the  houses  of 
both  bridegroom   and   bride   are    decorated    with 
flowers  and  paint,  and  at  night  are  brilliantly  illu- 
ated   with   lamps   and   Chinese  lanterns.    The 
ngs  of  a  life-time  are  often  spent  in  wedding 
festivities.     Custom,  as  some  one  says,  compels  the 
well-to-do  parent  to  squander  large  sums  of  money 
on  mere  idlers  and  pleasure-seekers,  instead  of  giv- 
t  to  aid  the   newly-married   pair  in  starting  in 
life  for  themselves.     If  he  were  to  practice  econo- 
wedding  he  would  never  be  able  to  hold  up 
his  head  among  his  neighbors.     The  more  lavishly 
he  spends  money  the  more  pride  and  satisfaction  he 
is  in  looking  back  upon  what  he  regards  as  the 
ost  meritorious  act  in  his  life. 
We  should  not,  however,  judge  the  Hindu  too 
verely.     Our  home  papers  bring  us  the  account  of 
princely  wedding  in  New  York.     Two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  is  the  amount  said  to  have  been 
expended  in  decorations  and  lavish  display.    We 
are  also  forced  to  say  that  even  among  our  own  pro- 
fessedly plain  people  weddings  are  sometimes  made 
the  occasion  of  spending  money  uselessly. 

The  final  religious  ceremony  of  an  orthodox 
Hindu  wedding  takes  place  after  the  festivities.  A 
priest  fastens  one  end  of  a  piece  of  consecrated 
cloth  to  the  dress  of  the  bride  and  the  other  end  to 
that  of  the  bridegroom.  Their  hands  are  joined  un- 
;  cloth  and  sometimes  their  faces  are 
marked  with  red  paint.  A  sacred  cord  is  wound 
about  the  necks  of  the  pair  by  a  priest  who  mutters 
a  Vedic  prayer.  The  placing  of  the  bridegroom's 
hands  in  milk,  the  sprinkling  of  rice  and  cocoanut 
milk,  eating  together,  and  sitting  for  some  time  face 
to  face  follows.  Then  the  bride  and  bridegroom  go 
to  one  of  the  temples  and  worship  the  idol,  after 
which  the  bride  goes  to  the  house  of  her  father-in- 
law  and  takes  up  her  abode.  The  sacred  fire  which 
is  kindled  during  the  wedding  festivities  is  taken 
to  the  home  and  is  supposed  to  be  kept  burning 
continually. 

From  the  birth  a  child,  until  it  is  betrothed  and 
married,  is  subjected  to  many  religious  ceremon- 
ies. We  have  space  for  only  a  very  few  of  these. 
When  the  child  is  only  six  days  old  it  is  believed 
that  one  of  the  gods  writes  its  future  destiny  upon 
its  forehead,  and  from  the  fate  thus  recorded,  in- 
visible to  human  eyes  though  it  be,  there  is  no 
escape.  So,  when  the  Hindu  widow  bewails  her  sad 
lot,  her  language  is  said  to  be,  "  Oh  Parvati,  why 
didst  thou  write  all  this  suffering  upon  my  fore- 
head! " 

At  ten  days  the  name-giving  ceremony  takes 
place.  It  is  then,  for  the  first  time,  fed  solid  food 
in  the  shape  of  a  little  boiled  rice.  Boys  are  often 
named  after  the  favorite  gods,  and  the  names  Siva, 
Rama,  Krishna,  Gopala  and  Ganesa  are  quite  com- 
mon. Of  course  the  name-giving  is  a  religious 
ceremony,  and  has  its  counterpart  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  many  of  the  Protestant  churches  in 
the  rite  known  as  Christening  or  infant  baptism.  A 
name  is  given  to  the  child  and  a  few  drops  of  water 
are  sprinkled  upon  the  forehead. 

The  next  ordeal  to  which  the  Hindu  child  is  sub- 
jected is  that  of  ear-boring,  and  this  is  also  regard- 
ed as  a  religious  rite.  Both  boys  and  girls  have 
their  ears  bored,  and  the  girls,  and  sometimes  the 
boys,  have  the  same  operation  performed  on  the 
nose.  The  rule  is  to  make  two  or  three  holes  in 
each  ear  and  one  in  the  nose,  but  we  have  seen 
many  girls  with  no  less  than  six  holes  in  the  outer 
rim  of  each  ear  each  large  enough  to  insert  a 
goose  quill.  Among  the  Tamil  girls  in  Southern 
India  it  is  the  custom  to  cut  a  large  opening  into 
the  lower  lobe  of  the  ear.     Heavy  rings  are   worn 


and  the  weight  of  these  draw  the  lobe  down  until  it 
almost  touches  the  shoulder.  We  saw  many  Tamil 
girls  and  women  in  Ceylon  with  openings  in  the 
ears  large  enough  so  that  two  fingers  could  be  easi- 
ly inserted  at  the  same  time. 

There  are  other  interesting  ceremonies  in  child 
life,  but  these  must  suffice.  In  our  next  letter  we 
shall  have  something  to  say  of  our  journey  from 
Bulsar  to  Ceylon.  d.  L.  m. 
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PEACEFUL  THOUOHTS. 
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SOMETUS! 

Havec 


;  thoughts  S' 


I've  clasped  my  hands  in  joy  I 

The  Father  good  and  kind. 
Oh  not  of  my  own  thinking  are 

These  thoughts  so  full  of  love, 
But  of  thy  glorious  sending,  Lord, 

Thy  presence  from  above. 
And  sometimes  visions  beautiful 

Unto  my  soul  are  given; 
I  could  believe  all  were  God's  gift, 

Something  from  out  his  heaven. 
His  own  pure  angels,  are  they  not 

Around  me,  though  unseen, 
Whispering  their  holy  thoughts  of  love. 

The  mystic  veil  between? 
The  Angel  of  the  Lord, — how  sweet 

To  know  he  watches  round 
The  trusting  soul,  with  peace  of  heaven. 

And  earth  is  hallowed  ground. 
And  loved  ones  gone,  are  they  not  still 

Dear  messengers  of  love? 
Bright  saints,  still  hovering,  smiling  nig! 

With  whispers  from  above? 
Still  one  in  spirit  may  we  be; 

A  fellowship  most  sweet; 
These  loving  thoughts  unite  our  souls, 
Until  in  heaven  we  meet. 
Hope,  Fla. 


HOW  BEST  CARE  FOR  YOUNG  CONVERTS. 

BY  MARY  V.  HARSHBARGER. 
THE  DUTY  OF  ELDERS. 

Elders  should  be  with  their  flocks,  as  a  shep- 
herd is  with  a  flock  of  sheep.  It  is  an  impossibility 
for  an  elder  to  understand  the  wants  of  his  mem- 
bers if  he  is  absent.  He  cannot  tell  where  the 
weak  ones  are.  My  father  used  to  keep  a  flock  of 
sheep,  and  when  one  got  sick  the  well  sheep  were 
left  to  care  for  themselves,  until  the  sick  one  was 
healed. 

The  true  shepherd  will  not  allow  a  sheep  to  stray 
off  any  distance  till  he  is  looking  after  it.  It  is  ut- 
terly wrong  to  allow  young  converts  to  become  so 
sick  that  death  has  almost  taken  hold  of  them  be- 
fore they  have  help.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  elders 
to  see  that  young  members  are  not  exposed  and 
thereby  become  discouraged.  It  is  no  Christian 
act  to  expose  them  publicly  until  all  Gospel  remedies 
have  been  tried. 

ministers'  duties. 
Ministers  should  feed  the  lambs  and  care  for 
them  in  their  tender  condition.  They  should  as- 
sist them  in  their  Christian  walk.  You  know  when 
children  are  born  into  our  family,  how  careful  we  are 
of  them,  and  when  they  begin  to  walk  we  take 
them  by  the  hand.  It  takes  one  to  lead  on  each 
side,  until  they  are  strong  enough  to  walk  alone. 

Ministers  should  see  that  the  church  is  used  as  a 
last  remedy,  not  first.  They,  with  the  elders, 
should  see  that  the  young  members  are  not  unduly 
exposed.  Judicious  fathers  will  not  reprove  a 
child  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  family.  How 
disagreeable  it  made  us  feel  if  ever  we  were  re- 
proved in  that  way!  Christian  work  should  be  a 
help  and  not  a  hindrance.  Constant  clipping  and 
pruning  injures  the  growth. 

deacons'  duty. 

Deacons  who  are  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  (as 

all  deacons  should  be)  will  give  all  encouragement 
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itossible-  Sometimes  our  young  members  fear  the 
deacons.  Why?  Because  they  act  unkindly  and 
i.lirshly.  If  they  chance  to  see  young  converts 
make  a  mistake,  they  will  speak  or  approach  them 
.  a  wav  that  will  cause  them  to  feel  that  the  dea- 
con has  no  confidence  in  them.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  deacons  to  meet  with  the  young  members,  es- 
pecially on  their  annual  visit,  and  pray  with  and  for 
them-  Tin's  is  much  more  essential  than  to  pray 
with  the  parents.  I  claim  they  should  pray  with 
every  family  they  visit.  At  our  home  this  has  nev- 
er but  once  been  performed.  The  young  members 
have  many  trials  to  overcome  and  this  will  make 
them  feel  that  the  deacon  brethren  are  interested  in 
their  Christian  progress.  If  it  becomes  the  duty 
of  them  to  admonish  the  young,  first  speak  of  their 
good  qualities.    Then   proceed  in  a  kind,  fatherly 

way. 

Deacons  should,  as  much  as  possible,  labor  to 
cause  young  members  to  feel  that  they  enjoy  their 
membership  in  the  church,  and  they  should  try  to 
have  them  feel  they  can  be  trusted.  If  a  child  is  a 
little  naughty  and  the  parent  keeps  too  dose  a 
watch  instead  of  trusting  it  as  much  as  possible,  it 
will  soon  become  discouraged.  Better  give  the 
child  something  to  do  and  praise  it,  if  it  is  not 
just  so  well  done. 

DUTY  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  GENERAL. 

Young  converts  should  be  given  something  to 
do.  They  come  to  the  church  to  work,  and  if  they 
are  not  given  work,  they  will  not  grow.  Fasten 
your  arm  up  to  your  body  and  how  soon  it  will  be- 
come pale  and  finally  decay!  Young  members, 
without  work,  will  likely  go  back  to  the  world. 
There  should  be  no  cold  storages  in  the  Master's 
cause.  The  church  should  see  that  the  work  is  di- 
vided, so  that  all  may  have  a  part  to  perform.  If 
the  church  is  in  earnest,  and  active,  there  will  be  work 
for  all  to  do. 

If  young  converts  have  plenty  to  employ  their 
minds,  in  the  cause  of  the  Master,  they  will  have 
less  concern  for  things  to  no  benefit.  The  school- 
teacher who  understands  his  business  will  not  allow 
his  scholars  to  be  idle.  The  young  members  with- 
out employment  become  an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  to  make  work  for  the  church, 
often  to  the  shedding  of  many  tears.  It  is  idlers 
to  whom  the  enemy  likes  to  give  employment. 
The  church  should  keep  close  to  the  erring  lambs, 
leaving  the  ninety  and  nine  and  going  out  after  the 
one  who  has  gone  astray.  Never  should  the  ch 
show  a  coldness  toward  the  weak  ones.  That 
not  the  mission  of  Jesus.  We  should  not  speak  evil 
of  one  another  and  especially  in  the  presence  of 
young  members.  The  Bible  forbids  this  under  all 
circumstances. 

It  is  not  helpful  to  young  converts  or  members  to 
live  and  commune  with  them,  and  when  they  come 
to  change  church  homes,  object  to  their  manner  of 
life,  and  refuse  their  certificates,  speaking  of  their 
mistakes  in  public. 

When  our  children  leave  our  homes  we  do  all  we 
can  to  cause  them  to  want  to  return  to  the  old 
home  again.  We  try  to  keep  their  affections  with 
us.  Jesus  leads,  but  never  drives.  He  coaxes  all 
the  way. 
Hutchinson,  Kans. 

HOW  BEST  CARE  FOR  NEW  CONVERTS. 


We  should  make  them  feel  that  we  welcome 
them  and  that  they  have  a  home  in  the  family  of 
God.    We  should  give  each  one  something  to  do. 

How  a  little  child  is  delighted  when  given  some 
little  errands  to  perform  I  So  it  is  with  the  new 
converts.  They  are  delighted  to  do  errands  for 
Christ.  We  meet  with  those  who  are  discouraged 
and  those  who  grow  cold  and  indifferent  to  the 
church,  who  are  tempted  and  drawn  away  by  the 
vain  and  foolish  fashions  of  the  world, — all  because 
they  have  no  work  to  do  but  to  attend  church  ser- 


BY  AMANDA  WITMORE. 


A  young  convert  is  a  babe  in  Christ,-a  lamb,  and 
Christ  says,  ■•  Feed  my  lambs."  This  requires 
careful  thought  and  is  quite  a  responsible  duty, 
much  like  that  of  the  natural  family.  How  tender- 
ly the  parent  watches  over  the  new-born  babe  and 
gives  it  much  attention!  Parents  do  not  give  the 
babe  strong  meat,  or  put  anything  in  its  pathway, 
to  cause  it  to  stumble  or  fall  and  very  soon  it  is  giv- 
en something  to  do.  So  it  is  with  the  spiritual 
family.  Young  converts  "  desire  the  sincere  milk 
of  the  Word  that  they  may  grow  thereby."  The 
church  should  not  give  them  strong  food  by  giving 
them  too  heavy  tasks  to  perform  or  by  expecting 
too  much|of  them. 


Oh  the  importance  of  a  live,  active  Sunday 
school  and  prayer  meeting,  that  our  mem- 
bers may  all  have  active  work  to  do!  I  know  of 
nothing  that  will  cause  the  new  converts  to  grow 
and  become  strong,  so  well  as  to  give  them  work  to 
do.  The  shepherd  should  superintend  and  see  that 
all  take  part  in  some  religious  work.  He  can  call 
helpers.  A  sister's  help  will  often  be  found  valua- 
ble in  caring  for  new  converts. 

What  may  be  given  them  to  do?  Organize  a 
Sunday  school  and  a  prayer  meeting.  Insist  on 
each  taking  active  part  and  saying  a  word  for 
Christ.  A  minister  once  insisted  on  each  new  con- 
vert to  arise  and  say  only:  "  I  love  Jesus,"  or 
"  Jesus  loves  me."  It  at  once  gives  them  strength. 
Organize  a  class  to  study  topics  on  the  Bible, — 
"  The  Life  of  Christ,"  for  instance. 

Bro.  Arnold,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  has  a  very 
helpful  little  book  along  this  line  of  study,  that  can 
be  had  at  small  cost,  which  will  greatly  help. 
This  study  has  been  quite  a  help  to  me.  A  year 
ago  I  could  not  draw  an  outline  of  the  map  of  Pal- 
estine, could  not  locate  the  river  Jordan  where  Je- 
sus was  baptized;  or  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  where  he 
performed  so  many  miracles,  or  Nazareth,  his 
home.  I  almost  feel  ashamed,  but  there  was  no 
such  teaching  where  I  lived  when  I  was  young.  It 
is  a  great  help  in  studying  the  Scriptures  to  locate 
these  noted  places. 

Missionary  Reading  Circles  can  also  be  organ- 
ized, and  thus  converts  may  Improve  their  talents, 
be  inspired  to  become  missionaries  and  to  give  of 
their  means  for  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  and 
helping  the  poor.  Give  them  tracts  to  distribute! 
Impress  it  upon  their  minds  that  it  is  their  duty  to 
try  to  win  souls  to  Christ!  Ask  them  to  frequent 
the  closet  "  alone  with  God  "  for  his  guidance  in  all 
things.  See  that  they  have  a  Bible  of  their  own, 
and  encourage  them  to  read  it.  Let  them  have  a 
Song  Book  and  take  part  in  song  service.  If  any 
become  discouraged  give  them  scriptures  to  read 
on  the  promises  of  God.  If  any  make  mistakes,  do 
not  reprove  harshly  but  kindly,  and  be  long-suffer- 
ing with  them.  If  they  do  not  at  once  fall  in  line 
with  our  usages  and  customs,  let  us  bear  with  them 
and  teach  them,  first  freeing  ourselves  from  all 
filthiness  and  uncleanness,  that  we  may  be  fit  sub- 
jects to  teach.  Show  them  that  this  is  a  daily 
work  for  Christ  says  unto  all,  "  If  any  man  will 
come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himself  and  take  up 
his  cross  daily  and  follow  me."  Show  them  that  to 
adorn  themselves  with  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit  is 
far  better  than  outward  adorning,  and  if  we  do  our 
part  we  shall  soon  see  fruits  to  follow. 

There  are  stumbling  blocks  or  hindrances  some- 
times placed  in  the  way  of  young  converts  that 
discourage  and  weaken  them,  by  way  of  unpleasant 
church-meetings.  To  me  it  is  one  of  the  greatest 
hindrances  to  a  young  convert.  Perhaps  this  is  the 
case  because  I  had  an  experience  when  I  was 
young  and  yet  a  babe  in  Christ.  I  was  looking  for 
that  same  love  to  flow  from  heart  to  heart  that  I 
saw  at  church  services  or  at  Communion  services, 
but  it  was  of  such  a  nature  that  it  much  hindered 
my  spiritual  growth. 

I  always  think  of  the  young  converts,  when  at- 
tending one  of  these  meetings.  Not  long  ago  I  at- 
tended a  church-meeting  where,  for  a  time,  that 
love  which  should  characterize  every  true  Chris- 
tian, was  seemingly  gone.  Those  who  were  full 
grown  said  harsh  things  to  one  another.  Then  a 
young  convert  arose  and  gave  an  open  rebuke  to 
those  of  whom  he  expected  better  things,  then 
melted  to  tears. 


Oh  how  careful  ought  we  to  be  at  our  church- 
eetings!  These  should  be  sweet  meetings  to  the 
young, — a  building  up  instead  of  tearing  down,  an 
encouragement  instead  of  a  discouragement.  If 
we  differ  on  any  point  we  should  show  as  much 
love  for  one  another  as  at  any  other  time.  If  any 
trespasses,  let  the  members  observe  the  rule  to  go 
to  him  atom,  not  forgetting  the  Spirit. 

How  beautifully  the  Savior  has  arranged  for  us  to 
have  a  private  talk  to  those  who  offend!  Then  if 
the  human  nature  does  arise  it  avoids  public  dis- 
turbances. No  doubt  the  Savior  had  in  mind  that 
man  is  human  and  prone  to  evil  when  he  gave  this 
rule.  Let  us  take  care  how  we  conduct  ourselves 
in  the  presence  of  the  young,  setting  such  examples 
before  them  that  they  will  become  strong.  Let  us 
cultivate  more  of  that  love  that  suffereth  long  and 
is  kind.  The  young  will  soon  take  our  places. 
Let  us  hand  down  such  pleasant  meetings,  loving 
dispositions,  and  exemplary  Christian  lives,  as  will 
long  be  remembered  as  living  monuments. 
McPherson,  Kans. 
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^-Church  News  solicited  (or  this  Department.  I!  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  n  report  ol  It.  so  that  others  may  rcjolco  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  ot  church,  county  and  stale.  Be  brief.  Notes  ol  Travel  should  he 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  allord  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

From  Wichita,  Kans. 

The  Wichita  church  is  still  moving  along 
smoothly.  Our  regular  meetings  are  fairly  well  at- 
tended, but  still  there  are  some  members  that  are 
very  delinquent.  Sunday,  April  It),  in  the  forenoon, 
we  had  a  missionary  meeting.  We  had  mission 
talks  by  Eld.  W.  Johnson,  brethren  S.  M.  Brown 
and  Highbarger,  and  sister  Long,  after  which  a 
collection  was  taken  up  which  resulted  in  S5.00  for 
District  Mission.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  an  in- 
teresting children's  meeting,  at  which  several  made 
short  laiKs  to  the  children,  ana  a  very  apyiurjiiaLc 
piece  was  sung  by  the  children,  entitled,  "  Sweet 
Story  of  Old."  All  seemed  to  enjoy  the  services  of 
the  day.    We  also  had  preaching  in  the  evening. 

Our  Sunday  school  has  been  open  all  winter.  It, 
„j  well  as  our  meetings,  is  growing  in  interest.  I 
think  we  could  make  our  Sunday  schools  every- 
where more  interesting  by  active  work.  When  our 
superintendents  need  more  teachers,  and  ask  some 
brother  or  sister  to  assist,  I  think  we  should  not  re- 
fuse. If  we  think  we  are  not  competent,  let  us  do 
to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  trust  the  Lord  for  the 
rest.  If  all  the  brethren  and  sisters  would  take 
more  interest  in  the  school,  it  would  be  of  greater 
interest  to  the  people  in  general.       N.  J.  Brown. 


District  Meeting  Notes. 

Wednesday  morning,  April  15,  we  boarded  a 
train  for  Hagerstown,  Md.,  en  route  to  District 
Meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Long  Meadow 
church,  in  the  Beaver  Creek  congregation,  April 
16  Through  some  misunderstanding  the  Brethren 
failed  to  meet  us  at  the  depot,  but,  upon  inquiry, 
we  learned  where  we  could  fiud  Bro.  W.  S.  Reich- 
ard  or  Bro.  A.  B.  Barnhart.  We  called  upon  Bro. 
Reichard,  by  whom  we  were  very  kindly  received. 
Being  informed  by  him  that  there  would  be  ser- 
vices in  town  that  night,  we  stopped,  by  his  re- 
quest, over  night.  This  gave  us  some  time  to  look 
around,  and  we  concluded  to  take  a  stroll  over  to 
the  Annual  Meeting  grounds  of  1891,  at  the  east 
end  of  town.  Although  nearly  five  years  have 
elapsed  and  some  few  improvements  have  been 
made,  the  site  of  the  Tabernacle,  as  well  as  the 
other  buildings,  is  very  noticeable. 

Many  were  the  thoughts  that  passed  through 
our  mind,  which  space  forbids  us  to  express,  as  we 
thought  of  the  many  loved  ones  meeting  and  part- 
ing some  of  whom  will  never  meet  again. 

At  night  we  met  with  the  brethren  and  sisters 
in  their  cozy  little  churchhouse.  This  congrega- 
tion is  presided  over  by  Bro.  W.  S.  Reichard,  and 
through  his  and  Bro.  Barnhart's  efforts,  guided  by 
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the  Holy  Spirit,  quite  an  interesting  memb- 
of  nearly  one  hundred  members  has  been  se- 
who,  seemingly,  are  very  zealous.  They 
preaching  twice  every  Sunday,  an  evergreen 
day  school,  and  prayer  meeting  every  Wedn 
night.  Their  conformity  to  the  ord 
church  is  very  noticeable,  which  speaks  volumes 
to  their  credit. 

Thursday  morning,  in  company  with  brethren 
Reichard  and  J.  H.  Utz,  of  Martinsburg,  W.  Va., 
I  started  for  the  Long  Meadow  church,  where  we 
met  with  the  Brethren  assembled  in  District  Coun- 
cil. Much  business  came  before  the  meeting. 
Many  questions  of  importance  were  presented  and 
adjusted  in  a  Christian  spirit,  and,  we  trust,  to  tlv 
satisfaction  ot  all  present,  as  well  as  to  the  honn 
and  glory  of  God.  Bro.  Eli  Yourtee.  of  Browns 
ville,  Md.,  represents  the  Western  District  of  Mary 
land  on  Standing  Committee.       I.  O.  Thompson. 

Kearney,  Md. 

Our  Trip  to  East  Virginia. 
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March  30,  Bro.  John  Wampler  and 
left  home  for  Bro.  Hawk's  in  Goochl; 
thirty  miles  west  of  Richmond.  We  n 
to  Beaver  Dam;  then  by  private  convey 
the  country,  about  twenty-five  mile 
Hawk's  who  lives  about  four  m 
court-house,  near  Oilville.  Bro.  H 
has  been  living  there  for  five  years, 
as  well  as  his  son  and  wife  are  members.  There 
have  been  but  four  brethren  and  one  sister  to  see 
them  during  this  time.  Bro.  Brillhart  preached 
a  few  sermons  for  them,  which  were  thankfully  ap 
preciated  by  those  who  heard  him.  These  mem- 
bers should  have  spiritual  food,  and  by  proper  at- 
tention there  can  be  a  church  started  there  soon. 
This  is  a  big  field,  and  a  good  place  for  brethren  to 
get  a  home  for  a  small  amount  of  money.  Land 
can  be  bought  for  from  S3  to  Sio  per  acre.  I  saw 
good  wheat  on  S4  land  without  any  fertilizer. 

M.  H.  Shaver. 


From  the  Harrison  County  Church,  Ind.  . 

Our  lovefeast,  of  April  18,  was  a  pleasant  one. 
At  council-meeting  the  visiting  brethren  reported 
the  best  church  visit  they  ever  experienced,  as 
every  member  seemed  to  be  in  such  earnestness. 

Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  was  with  us,  and  gave  two 
sermons,  besides  being  with  us  at  the  Communion 
exercises.  Many  felt  their  sad  condition  in  sin. 
We  feel  the  work  has  done  much  good  if  it  was 
short.  Bro.  McCann  said  he  never  was  at  a  place 
where  he  saw  such  an  opening  for  work  as  here. 

Many  a  cloudy  year  passed  over  this  church,  but 
at  last  the  Lord  has  broken  away  the  cloud  and 
given  sunshine.  Now  we  want  more  workers  If 
possible,  Bro.  McCann  will  be  with  us  a  few  days 
after  May  20.  He  made  many  good  impressions 
while  with  us.  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  will  be  with  us 
during  the  latter  part  of  August,  to  labor  for  a 
time.  Our  Sunday  school  is  small  but  moves  along 
encouragingly.     May  the  Lord  bless  us  all! 

Laeonia,  Ind.  MAGC,E  MvERS' 

From  aoshen,  Ind. 

According  to  previous  arrangements.  I  — * 
the  Brethren  of  Lima,  Ohio,  April   11    an 
two  weeks'  meeting  in  the  assembly  hall    „„ 
the  basement  of  the  courthouse.     One  sister  was 
baptized  and  two  more  are  expected  to  come. 

Lima  has  thirty-eight  members  and  is  a  part  of 
the  Sugar  Creek  church.  I  paid  all  the  members  a 
visit  except  one  sister  that  had  moved  away  This 
pastoral  visit  in  Lima  was  much  appreciated  by 
the  members.  I  found  one  sister  seventy-nine 
years  old,  who  has  been  sick  all  winter.  She  told 
me  I  was  the  only  brother  who  had  visited  her  dur- 
ing her  illness.  She  was  baptized  by  Eld.  John 
Kline,  of  Virginia  (deceased),  over  fifty  years  ago. 

The  members  in  Lima  are  in  need  of  a  house  ot 
worship,  and  a  movement  is  on  foot  to  build  a 
house.  The  ground  has  been  purchased.  The 
members  in  the  country  did  not  feel  able  to  help  in 
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One  trouble  is  that  many  of  our  r 
never  been  educated  to  mission  work,  and  some  of 
our  ablest  members  at  various  places  do  not  see  the 
necessity  of  a  church  in  town.  Some  say  they  do 
not  know  what  to  do  with  the  members  if  they  get 
them.  What  do  parents  do  with  the  children  that 
are  given  them?  They  take  care  of  them  and  rear 
them  to  be  useful  in  society.  Jesus  told  the  disci- 
ples to  teach  and  baptize  the  people,  then  teach 
ibserve  all  things.  The  church,  spiritual- 
ly, becomes  a  mother;  hence  that  mother  must  take 
care  of  her  children. 

I  know  of  no  place  where  the  harvest  is  more 
ready,  to  gather  in  the  sheaves,  than  at  Lima.  A 
meetinghouse  is  needed,  and  an  active  minister, 
who  will  devote  all  of  his  time  to  city  mission 
work. 

Lima  is  a  railroad  center,  and  a  manufacturing 
town,  which  can  give  employment  to  a  number  of 
hands.  If  a  minister  could  move  there  and  take 
care  of  the  work,  a  strong  church  could  be  built  up. 
My  prayer  is  that  our  people  would  see  the  neces- 
sity of  city  mission  work  more  and  more. 

J.  H.  Miller. 

From  the  Macoupin  Creek  Church,  III. 

To-day  we  held  our  quarterly  council.  A  fair 
representation  of  members  was  present.  Some 
twenty  or  more  matters  of  business  were  attended 
to.  Four  were  received  by  letter.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  raising  means  for  the  support  of 
Bro.  B.  E.  Kesler,  whom  the  Mission  Board  of 
Southern  Illinois,  and  the  Macoupin  Creek  church 
have  located  at  Litchfield.  We  hope  the  Good 
Lord  will  inspire  all  to  give  more  for  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom.  Steps  were  also  taken  to 
open  up  other  points  for  preaching.  A  delegate 
was  elected  to  Annual  Meeting.  We  also  decided 
in  liive  preaching  every  Sunday  at  our  church. 
The  church  treasury  was  replenished,  and  the  Mis- 
sionary and  Tract  Fund  not  forgotten.  Steps  were 
taken  to  arrange  for  a  series  of  meetings  this  com- 
ing fall.  May  God,  who  sees  all  we  do,  by  his  Spir- 
it, guide  us  to  his  saving  Truth— the  Gospel,— that 
ive  may  more  often  be  found  doing  the  works  that 
will  be  to  his  honor,  and  to  our  enjoyment  because 
of  the  strength  it  brings  to  us.  May  all  of  God's 
ie  engaged  in  solemn,  earnest  prayer  to 
God,  for  more  love  and  zeal  in  his  cause! 

,,.       ,   ...    „  Michael  Flory. 

Crirard,  III.,  May  2. 

An  Oasis  In  Life's  Desert. 

In  the  great  desert  of  life,  with  all  of  its  sorrows, 
trials  and  disappointments,  God  has  placed  many 
an  oasis.  Without  some  place  of  recreation,  where 
famishing  humanity  could  rest  the  fevered  mind 
and  over-burdened  heart,  from  life's  cares,  we 
would  soon  be  overcome  in  the  struggle,  and  life's 
journey  would  end  before  the  final  purpose  is 
reached. 

The  seasons,  with  their  varied  beauties,  and  the 
flowers,  leaves,  birds,  streams,  mountains,  and  the 
ocean,  all  help  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  life,  and 
quench  the  thirst  for  variety  and  beauty,  and  im- 
part new  strength  to  the  famishing  traveler 

But  to  the  Christian,  the  greatest  and  most  fertile 
of  all  resting  places  is  the  church,  with  its  many 
reunions,  and  various  associations.  At  these  sea- 
sons of  association,  where  love  is  the  prevailing 
sentiment,  the  child  of  God  drinks  deepest  from 
me  fountain  o    life,  and  is  encouraged  most  for  the 

mainder  of  the  journey. 

The  District  and  Minis'terial  Meetings  of  North- 
western Kansas  and  Northern  Colorado,  proved  to 
be  one  of  these  reunions  at  which  the  ties  of  broth- 
erhood are  strengthened,  and  our  covenant  with 
God  renewed. 

The  meetings  were  held  April  23  and  24,  in  the 

.  E.  churchhouse,  Portis   Kan«      Tk. 
attended,   both  by  -  '   -^  W"e  We" 


and  instructive,  and  all  passed  off  with  the  best  f 
feelings. 

Our  Methodist  brethren  gave  us  an  example  of 
Christian  courtesy,  that,   I   hope,  we  will  ever  r 
ciprocate.    They  threw  open  their  doors,  not  only 

of  their  churchhouse  and  their  homes,  but, if  ex 

pressions  and  actions  tell  anything. — their  heart 
also.  They  not  only  gave  up  their  own  services  on 
Saturday  evening,  Sunday  and  Sunday  evening 
that  our  Brethren  might  have  preaching,  but  gave 
us  many  pressing  invitations  to  continue  the  meet- 
ings, and  many  a  "  God  bless  you,"  was  uttered  at 
the  close  of  the  meetings. 

Our  Progressive  Brethren  also  withdrew  their  ap- 
pointments, and  attended  our  meetings,  and  also 
extended  to  us  their  hospitality. 

In  short,  there  was  so  much  love  and  brotherly 
feeling  manifested  on  the  part  of  everybody,  that 
our  faith  in  the  "  universal  brotherhood  of  man  " 
was  strengthened,  and,  upon  the  whole,  to  me  it 
was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  meetings  of  the  kind 
I  ever  attended.  May  we  all  find  many  such  an 
oasis  while  crossing  life's  desert! 

D.  H.  Weaver. 

2Q04  Franklin  St.,  Denver,  Colo.,  April  jo. 


From  Grand  Junction,  Colo. 

We  are  still  striving  to  build  up  the  Master's 
cause.  Since  our  last  report  we  have  witnessed 
some  sad  and  joyful  scenes.  March  13  we  were 
called  to  preach  the  funeral  of  little  Roy  V.  Hen- 
derson, son  of  R.  C.  and  Anna  E.  Henderson,  aged 
eight  years  and  fourteen  days;  they  live  four  miles 
northwest  of  Grand  Junction.  Little  Roy  was  a 
great  sufferer  from  brain  trouble.  His  last  words 
:re  about  his  Sunday  school  and  Children's  Meet- 
*.  How  important  it  is,  to  have  our  children's 
nds  filled  with  good  thoughts!  The  discourse 
the  words,  "  /  shall  go  to  him."    2 


was  drawn  fro 
Sam.  12:  23. 
April  12  oui 
dear  yo 


hearts  were  made  to  rejoice  when 
_■  soul  expressed  a  desire  to  put  on 
Christ  in  baptism— the  oldest  son  of  the  writeV 
Bro.  H.  H.  Winger  was  present  and  performed  thtf 
rite  of  baptism. 

Immediately  after  the  baptism  the  writer  was 
called  to  preach  the  funeral  of  a  little  child,  Lillie 
Diehl,  four  years  old,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Diehl.  She  was  playing  by  the  irrigating 
ditch  the  day  before,  and  fell  in  and  was  drowned. 
She  was  the  only  child  of  the  parents.  A  very 
large  crowd  of  friends  attended  the  funeral.  Serv- 
ices were  drawn  from  the  words,  "  He  cometh  forth 
like  a  flower."     Job  14:  2. 

We  now  number  eleven  members,  and  others  are 
counting  the  cost.  Our  prayer  is  that  God  may 
draw  many  into  his  fold.  We  hope  to  be  able  to 
organize  a  church  here  in  the  near  future. 

.     .,  D.  M.  Click. 

'5'  — -^-_^^_ 

Trunk  Line  Railroad  Arrangements  for  Annual 
Meeting. 

The  Trunk  Line  railroads  have  agreed  on  a  rate  of 
one  fare  for  the  round  trip,  making  the  fare  $30.15. 
from  Union  Bridge  and  points  on  Western   Mary- 

ilroad  to  Ottawa.    Tickets  good  for  return 

passage  for  thirty  days  from  date  of  issue.    Tickets 
will  be  on  sale  May  19  to  23  inclusive. 

E.  W.  Stoner. 


Epistolary. 


To  Phebe  B.  M., 

Beloved  sister  in  Christ:— 
"  My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord;  and  my 
spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my  Savior."  He  will 
still  "  regard  the  low  state  of  his  handmaiden." 
Luke  1:  46,  47,  48.  The  physical  is  only  the  outer 
court  of  this  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  its  fail- 
ure and  decay  and  languor  is  often  a  blessed  disci- 
pline for  the  higher  life.  Absolute  immunity  from 
suffering  and  infirmity  is  not  attainable  in  this  lite- 
-—,    ->..=  „<=,,    Even  if  we  are  healed  again  and  again  by  Divine 

•etinrw"5  ^    f°    "^    Interventi°".  ^  !•  still  "appointed  unto  man  once  to 
.etmgs  were  entertaining    HiP,"     tr^u  „.t„_  *> 


tu     j-  '    —   """  *«cii,uers  ana  others      Intf 

The  discusses  of  both  meetings  were  entertaining  |  Z. 


Heb.  9:^27. 


May  9. 
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God  has  healed  me  more  than  once  and  has  kept 
roe  many  years  in  a  wonderful  manner,  but  I  feel 
that  my  utility  is  diminishing,  and  that  the  end 
cannot  be  far  off. 

In  health  and  sickness,  in  life  and  in  death,  and 
in  eternity,  those  that  rest  implicitly  in  the  Divine 
Human  Redeemer,  are  safe.  Paul's  thorn  in  the 
flesh  was  permitted  to  remain  for  purposes  of  far 
higher  import  than  the  removal.  In  Heb.  5:  8  we 
have  a  wonderful  glimpse  of  God's  use  of  our  in- 
ferior nature  to  perfect  the  higher.  I  have  learned 
more  of  God  through  suffering  than  would  have 
been  possible  by  uninterrupted  health.  I  believe 
in  the  possibility  of  healing  through  faith  by  the 
direct  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  we  must 
never  forget  Luke  22:  42. 

In  this  world  suffering  is  disciplinary  and  reme- 
dial. In  the  world  to  come  it  is  purely  retributive 
and  penal.  Be  not  afraid,  my  dear  sister,  if  you 
must  suffer.  The  "  Captain  of  our  salvation  was 
made  perfect  "  in  that  way.  Heb.  2:  10.  Pray  and 
strive  for  the  faith  and  the  composure  that  can  "  re- 
joice with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory " 
when  the  furnace  is  the  hottest.  Let  Jesus  be  al- 
ways first  in  your  mind  and  heart,  and  "  endure  as 
seeing  him  who  is  invisible."     Heb.  n:  27. 

It  was  prospective  joy  that  enabled  Jesus  to  bear 
the  cross,  and  despise  the  shame.  Heb.  12:  2. 
Consider  the  ascending  steps  of  Paul's  great  argu- 
ment in  Rom.  8:  14-18.  Obedience  to  ceremoni- 
als will  not  bring  in  "  the  peace  of  God  which  pass- 
eth  all  understanding."  Grace  and  faith  must  coa- 
lesce before  we  are  prepared  for  the  symbols.  Sick 
or  well,  we  are  at  rest  if  "  Christ  dwells  in  our  hearts 
by  faith.  Nothing  can  destroy  the  peace  of  a  soul 
that  is  sheltered  in  the  righteousness  of  God  by 
faith  in  Jesus.     2  Cor.  5:  21   and  Philpp.  3:  8,  9,  10. 

The  first  thing  we  need  is  harmony  with  God  by 
faith  in  Him  whom  God  has  appointed  as  our  Pro- 
pitiation and  Advocate.  From  this  point  proceeds 
"all  acceptab'e  obedience."  Mary's  two  sweet  lit- 
tle words,  "  Be  it,"  will  not  fail  to  incarnate  Christ 
in //si  by  the  Hrly  Ghost.  Luke  1:  38.  And  nothing 
dxMvill.  Those  two  monosyllables  are  the 
of  faith.  C.  H.  Bals 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


From  Frultdale,  Alabama. 


The  first  church  of  the  Brethren,  in  Alabama, 
was  organized  at  Fruitdale,  April  18,  elders  W.  R. 
Deeter  and  P.  R.  Keltner  being  present.  Among 
the  letters  read  were  those  of  three  ministers, 
James  M.  Neff,  Daniel  Hershey  and  N.  R.  Baker. 
Bro.  Baker  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree. 
No  elder  was  selected  to  take  this  church  in  charge 
for  the  present.  Bro.  William  Zern  is  our  only 
deacon.  Bro.  N.  R.  Baker  will  represent  the  con- 
gregation at  Annual  Meeting.  A  love  feast  will 
probably  be  held  immediately  after  Annual  Meet- 
ing, as  there  will,  no  doubt,  be  some  Brethren  with 
us  from  a  distance,  at  that  time. 

Bro.  Neff  could  not  be  present  at  the  organization 
on  account  of  his  wife's  illness.  Brethren  Deeter  and 
Kdtner  remained  a  few  days  and  did  some  very  ac- 
ceptable preaching.  Every  member  seemed  en- 
couraged, and  others  seemed  well  impressed  by  the 
Brethren's  plain,  earnest  and  able  sermons,  as  well 
as  by  their  pleasant  manners.       David  E.  Ennis. 

April  23. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 


Kearney,  Nebr.— In  my  article  in  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, No.  ,7|  page  2g4|  read  „  KearneV|  Nebr.," 
'nstead  of  Kansas.— E.  M.  Suavely,  April2?. 

Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Ind— We  met  in  quar- 
terly council  May  2.     The  report  of  our  annual  vis- 
*  "as  made.     It  showed  that  nothing  but  love  pre- 
y's throughout  the  church.     All  business  was  dis- 
wUhd  °f  '"  a  Christian  manner.     Bro.  Swihart  was 
us-     Bro.  Christ  Schrock  was  chosen  as  dele- 
hold'0  A"nual  MeetinS-     The  church  decided  to 
a  Communion  May  29,  commencing  at  4  P.  M. 
"'  E-  Weaver,  Middleburg,  Ind.,  May  3. 


Bridgewater,  Va.— April  19  Bro.  J.  A  Dove  of 
Cloverdale,  Va„  came  to  us  and  began  a  series'  of 
meetings  that  was  continued  until  Sunday  night, 
April  26.  As  an  immediate  result  of  the  revival, 
five  dear  young  souls  were  buried  with  Christ  in 
baptism  to  rise  in  newness  of  life.  May  our  Fa- 
ther add  his  continued  blessing!-/  W.  Waylami, 
Jr.,  April  29. 

Solomon's  Creek,  Ind.— April  25  we  met  in  spe- 
cial council  at  I  P.  M.  We  decided  that  our  church 
correspondent  should  report  from  this  church 
more  frequently.  Bro.  Neff,  from  Goshen,  Ind., 
preached  for  us  at  our  Bethel  house  last  Lord's 
Day  and  evening.  Bro.  Davis  Younce  was  also 
with  us,— the  first  time  for  many  days.  He  is  quite 
weak— cannot  lie  down  to  rest  on  account  of  heart 
trouble.  The  mother  of  Bro.  W.  R.  Deeter  has  lo- 
cated in  Syracuse  with  her  daughter,— sister  Alvy 
Younce.  Four  have  come  into  the  church  since  we 
last  reported;  two  by  baptism  and  two  reclaimed. 
Bro.  Daniel  Shively  will  represent  us  at  Ottawa, 
Kans  — L.  A.  Neff,  April 27. 

Panora,  Iowa.— Our  aged  Bro.  Evans,  of  Adair, 
Iowa,  has  been  in  delicate  health  for  some  time. 
As  he  began  to  improve,  his  wife  was  taken  down 
with  lung  fever.  They  called  for  the  anointing  and 
also  desired  a  little  love  feast.  Being  isolated,  I 
hastened  to  them  at  once.  April  29  I  administered 
to  their  wants,  in  company  with  their  daughter  and 
son-in-law  (Bro.  M.  Hermon  and  wife).  They  are 
eighty  and  eighty-one  years  of  age,  respectively, 
and,  on  account  of  isolation  and  infirmity,  have  not 
enjoyed  church  privileges  for  some  time.  They 
were  much  comforted  by  the  anointing  and  Com- 
munion The  aged  sister  said,  "  Bro.  Jacob,  I  have 
often  been  glad  to  see  you,  but  never  as  glad  as 
this  time."—/.  D.  Haughttlin,  April 3. 

Jerico  Springs,  Mo.— April  25  a  small  number  of 
members  again  went  over  to  Sandstone,  Mo.,  in  or- 
der to  hold  a  few  meetings  with  the  brethren  and 
sisters  at  that  place.  Bro.  W.  H.  Miller,  of  Jerico, 
held  the  meeting,  and  wc  were  very  much  rejoiced 
upon  seeing  three  more  dear  wanderers  come  back, 
seeking  the  Father's  house.  They  were  buried 
with  Christ  in  baptism  on  the  morning  of  the  27th. 
The  Brethren's  Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely 
at  this  place.  By  earnest,  united  efforts,  they  can 
accomplish  a  great  amount  of  good.  The  church 
numbers  about  eighteen  members  now,  and  there  is 
a  prospect  for  an  increase  in  the  near  future.  May 
they  continue  to  work  for  the  cause  of  the  Master, 
and  be  truly  devoted  to  him.—  C.  A.  Miller,  April 
28. 

Windfall,  Ind.— We,  the  isolated  members  of  the 
Greentown  church,  Ind.,  living  in  Tipton  County, 
met  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  separ- 
ate church  from  the  said  Greentown  church. 
There  were  present  elders  Daniel  Bock,  of  Koko- 
mo;  and  brethren  Henry  Brunk  and  A.  Caylor. 
After  the  usual  instructions  were  given  and  the  or- 
der of  the  General  Brotherhood  laid  before  them, 
all  agreed  to  labor  in  harmony  with  Annual  Meet- 
ing. The  organization  was  effected  with  twenty- 
eight  members,  and  will  be  known  as  the  "  Wind- 
fall "  church,  Ind.,  with  one  minister  in  the  second 
degree  of  the  ministry,  and  two  deacons.  Bro. 
Daniel  Bock  was  chosen  as  elder  to  care  for  us. 
The  writer  was  appointed  Secretary. — Francis  Boguc, 
April  23. 

Union  Bridge,  Md.— Our  District  Meeting  (East- 
ern Maryland)  was  held  in  the  Sam's  Creek  con- 
gregation, the  third  Tuesday  in  April.  The  dele- 
gates unanimously  voted  that  the  Annual  Meeting 
be  held  in  this  church  in  1897.  Elders  E.  W. 
Stoner  and  S.  H  Utz  are  to  represent  the  District 
on  Standing  Committee.  No  other  query  is  sent 
from  here  to  Annual  Meeting.  The  series  of  meet- 
ings in  this  place,  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm,  closed  last  night.  Four  young  men  and 
one  young  woman  entered  into  the  fold.  Many 
good  and,  I  trust,  lasting  impressions  were  made. 
Bro.  Beahm  was  under  promise  to  go  to  Indiana, 
so  the  meetings  closed  after  one  week's  meetings, 
with  an  excellent  interest  and  crowded  houses. — £. 
W,  Sterner. 
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Home  Again.— I  arrived  at  home  April  24.  I 
had  a  very  pleasant  trip  homeward,  as  well  as  a 
very  enjoyable  sojourn  with  the  good  people  of 
Southern  California.  When  I  took  leave  of  them, 
it  was  with  a  hope  of  a  repetition  of  our  mutual 
meeting  and  enjoyment  in  the  Lord's  house  in  this 
world,  and  at  last  to  meet  with  our  blessed  Lord 
and  Master  in  the  world  to  come.  I  will  aim  to  re- 
main near  home  until  time  for  Annual  Meeting. 
Address  me  as  below  till  that  time.— A.  Hutchison, 
McPhers,  n,  Kans. 

Loramie  Church,  Ohio.— Our  series  of  meetings, 
conducted  by  our  elder,  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger, 
closed  Sunday,  May  24,  with  a  love  feast.  The 
church  was  made  to  rejoice  from  the  fact  that  wan- 
derers are  returning  home.  Six  united  with  the 
church,— three  by  letter  and  three  by  baptism. 
Others  were  almost  persuaded  to  come  and  journey 
with  us.  The  meeting,  though  short,  was  one  full 
of  deep  interest  and  concern.  Surely  we  should 
take  fresh  courage  from  the  instructive  lessons  giv- 
en us  by  our  brother,  and  go  forth  and  labor  more 
earnestly  in  the  Master's  field.—/.  F.  Soudcrs,  April 
31, 

Mohawk  Valley  Church,  Oregon.— The  breth- 
ren and  sisters  of  this  congregation  met  in  quarter- 
ly council  April  25.  Certificates. of  membership 
were  granted  to  several  members  including  hus- 
band and  myself.  We  expect  to  leave  next  week 
for  our  new  home  near  Damascus,  Clackamas  Co., 
Oregon.  Bro.  J.  A.  Royer  and  family  are  on  their 
way  to  this  place.  This  church  has  a  good  new 
meetinghouse,  well  furnished  and  paid  for.  While 
we  feel  sad  to  part  with  our  dear  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, also  those  who  are  dear  to  us  by  the  ties  of 
nature,  we  feel  to  say,  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 
— Nancy  Bahr,  Isabel,  Ore.,  April  27. 

Sandstone,  Mo.— We  had  a  time  of  rejoicing  at 
our  regular  appointment.  Three  more  came  out  on 
the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized,  and  there  are 
others  who   say  they   will   come   soon.     We  have 

tkre*     cftiwno     citry      uiUlllll.       13. «.    V/ .     II.     Milfclj 

from  Cedar  County,  does  the  preaching.  We  have 
great  opposition  at  this  place,  as  the  enemy  is  hard 
at  work  trying  to  destroy  the  work  of  the  Lord,  but 
our  brother  has  met  every  opposition,  so  far,  with 
the  powerful  Sword  of  the  Spirit.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  gaining  ground  although  we  had  a  hard 
struggle  in  the  start.  Now  we  have  a  Brethren's 
Sunday  school.  We  also  have  a  great  many 
friends  outside  the  pales  of  the  church  that  assist 
us.     Pray  for  us! — A.  I.  Miller,  April  26. 

Glendale,  Arizona.— April  26  the  Brethren  held 
their  first  preaching  services  in  their  own  new 
church  building  in  Glendale.  Our  elder,  Peter 
Forney,  being  sick,  the  services  were  conducted  by 
brethren  C.  E.  Gillett  and  Walter  Swihart.  In  a 
church  council  of  April  25,  Sunday  school  officers 
were  chosen  to  conduct  a  Brethren's  Sunday 
school.  We  will  use  the  Brethren's  literature,  in- 
cluding song  books.  Our  love  feast  is  appointed 
for  Saturday,  May  23,  beginning  at  4  P.  M.  Breth- 
ren and  sisters,  who  can,  are  invited  to  meet  with 
us  at  that  time.  We  have  our  own  house  of  wor- 
ship, and  feel  encouraged  by  the  prospect  of  other 
members  moving  here,  who  come  because  of  the 
delightful  climate  and  who  will  greatly  aid  us  in 
our  church  work.— John  E.  Mohler. 

Stratton,  Nebr.— There  are  a  few  members  of 
the  Brethren  church  living  near  Stratton,  who 
would  like  one  of  our  ministers  to  locate  with  them. 
There  are  six  members  here  at  present.  Our 
State  evangeIist,-»Bro.  C.  B.  Smith,  of  Pickrell, 
Nebr.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  on  the 
night  of  April  16,  at  the  Wood  schoolhouse,  five 
miles  south  of  Stratton.  He  preached,  in  all,  thir- 
teen soul-cheering  sermons.  One  precious  soul 
added  by  baptism, — a  sister  of  the  writer. 
Others  have  been  made  to  feel  the  power  of  the 
Spirit,  and  appear  to  be  not  far  from  the  kingdom. 
We  think  that  if  our  brother  could  have  continued 
longer,  more  good  might  have  been  accomplished. 
Wc  hope  that  seed  has  been  sown  that  will  brir.g 
forth  bountifully  in  the  near  future.  Come  again, 
dear  brother. — C.  A.  Wray,  April 30. 
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Hartford    City,   Ind.  —  Eld.    Levi 

Winklebleck  held  thirteen  meetings  at 
the  Slater  schoolhouse.  One  dear  sis- 
ter was  received  by  baptism.  We  be- 
lieve others  were  near  the  kingdom. 
The  Word  of  the  Lord  was  preached 
with  power.— Rosella  Holcroft,  April  23. 

Hope,  Fla.— The  members  of  the 
Keuka  and  Pine  Grove  churches  met 
in  regular  quarterly  council  April  4,  at 
their  meetinghouse.  The  only  busi- 
ness that  came  before  the  meeting 
was  the  settlement  with  our  janitors 
for  the  first  quarter  of  1896.  Our  next 
council  is  set  for  July  4.— D.  E.  Bow- 
man, April  22. 

Black  River  Church,  Mich— Bro. 
Thurston  Miller  recently  closed  a 
series  of  Gospel  talks  in  a  private  res- 
idence at  Grand  Junction.  He  reports 
the  audience  as  small,  but  apparently 
deeply  in  earnest  in  searching  for  the 
'•  old  paths."  One  applicant  for  bap- 
tism,— his  hostess.  —  Cyrus  Wallick, 
Bloomingdale,  Mich.,  April  20. 

Pine  Grove  Church,  Pa.— This  con- 
gregation met  in  special  council  April 
20.  One  member  was  received  by  let- 
ter. Brethren  Jonathan  Blough  and 
Jacob  Zimmerman  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  District  Meeting.  We  decid- 
ed to  hold  our  love  feast  May  26,  com- 
mencing at  4  1'.  M„  in  the  Maple 
Spring  church.— William  H.  Blough, 
Stanton's  Mill,  Pa. 

Purchase  Line,  Pa.— The  members 
of  the  Manor  church  held  a  pleasant 
council  here  April  18.  Bro.  J.  W. 
Fyock  is  our  delegate  to  District 
Meeting.  Our  spring  love  feast  will 
he  Ji.ne  77.  at  ,1  P  M  We  arraneed 
to  hold  four  series  of  meetings  in  this 
congregation  during  this  year.  Our 
Sunday  school  will  organize  the  first 
Sunday  in  May,  having  been  put  off 
on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  meas- 
les in  the  district. — Lizzie  Fyock,  April 


Adamsboro,  Ind.— 1  came  here  last 
Saturday.     At  our  meeting  on  Satur- 
day night,  two  came  out  on  the  Lord's 
side     and    were    baptized     yesterday. 
We  had  services  last  night  with   the 
best  of  interest.    Others  seem  to  be 
near  the  kingdom.    The  church  here 
is  much  encouraged.     I  go  to  the  Ke- 
wanna   church,   Ind.,   to   commence 
series   of  meetings  to-night,  by  ord 
of  the  Mission  Board,  as  this  chun 
is   partly   in   the   care  of  the  Mission 
Board    of    Middle    Indiana.  —  Daniel 
Snell,  Sidney,  Ind.,  April  27. 

Sangerville,  Va.— Immediately  aft- 
er the  District  Meeting  of  the  Second 
District  of  Virginia,  the  Church  Erec- 
tion and  Missionary  Board  proceeded 
to  effect  a  reorganization,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  election  of  J.  M.  Kagey, 
of  Dayton  Va.,  as  Chairman;  D.  H. 
Zigler,  of  Mayland,  Va.,  Secretary; 
George  Miller,  of  Good's  Mill,  Va., 
Treasurer;  E.  D.  Kendig,  of  Fishers- 
ville,  Va.,  General  Solicitor;  A.  A.  Mil- 
ler, of  Sangerville,  Va.,  Corresponding 
Secretary.  Treasurers  of  the  various 
congregations  will  please  note  the 
change  in  the  organization,  especially 
the  Secretary,  through  whom  money 
should  be  sent  to  the  Treasurer.  The 
Board  feels  encouraged  in  the  prog 
ress  of  the  mission  work  and  earnestly 
solicits  the  co-operation  of  all  the 
brethren  and  sisters  in  behalf  of  same. 
— A.  A.  Miller,  Cor.  Sec.,  April  20. 


North  Manchester  Church,  Ind.— 
The  good  work  of  this  church  is  stead- 
ly  moving  along.  Eleven  were  re- 
vived into  fellowship  by  confession 
ind  baptism  since  our  last  report. 
One  week's  meetings  were  held  at  the 
College  Chapel  by  the  home  ministers 

th  the  above  results.  Bro.  L.  H. 
Eby  did  most  of  the  preaching.  May 
God  bless  all!— D.  C.  Cripe,  April  2b. 

Germantown  Church,  Va.— Bro.  G. 

'.  Hutchison,  of  Lindside,  W.  Va., 
came  to  our  place  April  10,  and  la- 
bored with  us  until  the  evening  of  the 
16th.  The  services  were  attended  by 
good  congregations.  All  seemed  to 
he  crumbs  that  fell  from  the 
table  of  the  Lord.  The  District  Meet- 
ing of  the  First  District  of  Virginia 
was  lately  held  in  this  County.  We 
enjoyed  the  labors  and  associations  of 
several  other  ministers  of  the  Dis- 
trict. The  association  of  kindred 
minds  is  one  of  the  highest  pleasures 
this  life  affords.—/.  W.  Ikenberry,  April 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— April  5  we  assem- 
bled for  Sunday  school  at  9  A.  M. 
and  at  10:  30  had  preaching  by  breth- 
ren Emery  T.  and  Aaron  Fike.  At 
3  P.  M.  we  organized  Sunday  school 
at  Glade  View  and  April  6,  at  10  A. 
M.,  brethren  Jonas  and  Aaron  Fike 
preached  the  funeral  of  a  sister.  On 
the  following  Sunday  we  had  preach- 
ing at  Glade  View  and  Brookside  at 
10:  30  A.  M.  There  were  also  several 
other  meetings  the  same  day.  On  the 
morning  of  the  19th  we  had  Sunday 
chool  and  preaching  at  Maple  Spring 
by    Eld.    Aaron    Fike;    also    Sunday 

=.1    Ikree     otker     placet.      This 

keeps  us  busy  the  entire  day. — Rachel 
Weimer. 

Middletown,  Ind.— To-day  was  our 
meeting  at  the  old  church.  Bro.  Wal- 
ter Gustin  gave  us  an  able  discourse 
on  the  resurrection.  Our  church-coun- 
cil passed  off  nicely  in  March.  Bro. 
Henry  Fadely  was  the  delegate  to  the 
District  Meeting  and  is  sent  to  the 
Annual  Meeting  also.  Bro.  Levi  Hol- 
singer,  of  Ladoga,  Ind.,  held  a  series 
of  meetings  at  Beech  Grove  for  two 
weeks.  There  were  six  additions. 
We  are  contemplating  a  series  of  meet- 
ings, to  be  held  here  in  this  month  by 
Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  of  Kansas, 
harvest  is  great  but  the  laborers 
few.  Let  us  work  for  the  cause,  that 
some  good  may  be  done.  We  decid- 
ed not  to  have  a  spring  Communion 
on  account  of  our  series  of  meetings, 
but  hold  it  earlier  in  the  fall.— Florida 
J.  E.  Green,  April  26. 


SHIDLER.-In  the  SuBar  Ridge  church 
ancock  Co  Ohio,  Feb.  13,  1896.  B">-  Davld 
Shidler,  aged  72  years,  .o  months  and  6  days. 
Deceased  was  born  April  7.  '823,  ■"  Stark 
County  Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Christina 
tv,  t  ,/:  ,a*R  This  union  was  blessed 
Biles,  Jan.  16,  1048.     imb  ull,u" 

ne  children,  two  of   whom    preceded 
the  spirit  world.    Bro.  Shidler  was  a 
member  of  the  church  over  forty  years;  also 
deacon  for  many  years.    Funeral  services 
bythewnter.  J.  C.  W.TMORE. 

NGLE.— In  the  South  Keokuk  church, 
ra  April  16,  1806,  sister  Elizabeth  Ingle, 
aged' 8S  years,  11  months  and  5  days.  She 
.ember  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a 
of  years.  She  leaves  five  children  to 
heir  loss.  Although  being  badly  af- 
flicted, she  bore  it  all  patiently,  often  express- 
ig  the  desire  to  be  absent  from  the  flesh,  but 
resent  with  the  Lord.  She  called  for  the 
lders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed  with 
11.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at  the 
house,  conducted  by  Eld.  John  Gaol 


Ma 


Heilm 


BONEY  —  In  the  Loudonville  congregation 
Ashland  Co.,  Ohio,  April  5,  1896,  sister  Cath- 
:  Boney,  wife  of  Bro.  Jacob  Boney,  aged 
57  years,  9  months  and  4  days.    She  has  left 
kind  husband  and  four  children  to   mourn 
their  loss.     Funeral  services  by  Arthur  Work- 
all  and  the  writer  from  I  Thess.  4: 13. 

David  Brubaker. 

FADELY.— At  her  home  in  Honey  Creek, 
Ind.,  April  10, 1806,  sister  Barbara  Fadely,  aged 
74  years,  2  months  and  5  days.    She  was  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Brunk,  de- 
sed.    She  was  married  to  David   Fadely, 
1  deceased,  December,  1839.    To  this  union 
e    born    six  children, — four  sons   and  two 
ghters.    She  was  a  sister  to  Bro.  John  Brunk, 
who  has  charge  of  the  Old  Folks'  Home  near 
=y  Creek,  and  mother  of  Bro.  Henry  L. 
Fadely  who  labors  so  faithfully  for  us.    She 
lited  with    the  German   Baptist    church 
44,  in  which  she  lived  a  consistent  Christ 
e.  Florida  J.  E.Greej 

SLIFER.—  In  Lanark,  111.,  April  23,  ll 
ro.  Henry  Slifer,  aged  78  years  and  6  months. 
Bro.  Slifer  was  born  in  Frederick  County, 
vld.,  Oct.  23,  1817.  He  was  married  to  Cath- 
rine  Ann  Lighter,  Nov.  29,  1838.  In  1845  he 
nd  his  family  moved  to  Carroll  County.  111., 
'here  he  lived  until  his  death.  The  wife  and 
tiree  of  their  eight  children  have  preceded 
im  to  the  spirit  land.  He  has  served  his 
•laster  in  the  Brethren  church  for  forty-four 
ears.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  assist- 
ed by  S.  I.  Newcomer  from  Rev.  14:13. 

I.  Bennett  Trout. 


MILLER.— In  the  Pine  Creek  church 

Tyner,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind.,  April  IQ|  l8g6 

ram  Miller,  aged  85  years,  5  month 

days.    He  was  one  of  the  oldest  res 

members  and  deacon  of  said  church,  s 

ind,  sympathetic  and  kind 
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FALLEN  i  ASLEEP 


McKAY.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Va.,  sister  Keziah  McKay,  aged  72  years, 
3  months  and  8  days.  M.  B.  Miller. 

ERNEST.— In  the  Cedar  Lake  church,  Ind., 
April  9,  1896,  Bro.  Henry  Ernest,  aged  75 
years,  8  months  and  28  days.  He  leaves  a 
wife  and  four  children.  Funeral  by  Jeremiah 
Gump.  D.  E.  Hoover. 

BROWER— At  her  home  in  the  Barren 
Ridge  congregation,  Va.,  April  5,  1806,  sister 
Annie  Brower,  aged  66  years,  8  months  and 
13  days.  She  was  afflicted  for  over  five 
months  with  heart  trouble,  which  finally  ter- 
minated in  dropsy,  the  cause  of  her  death. 
She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  for  many  years.  She  leaves  a  hus- 
band and    four    children.    Funeral    by    Bro.  I  sisted  by  Bro.  David  Young. 

John  F.  Kahler 


lamp  had  just  been  filled  with  oil,  and  set  up- 
on the  shelf  behind  the  cook-stove,  in  which 
was  a  hot  fire.    One  of  the  children  noticed 
that  oil  was  dripping   from   the   lamp.     Mrs. 
Vaniman,     in    trying     to    remove    the    lamp, 
reached  across  the  comer  of  the  stove  to  get 
it.     When  the  lamp  was  lifted,  the  whole  bot- 
tom fell  out  and  the  oil  ran  upon  Mrs.  Vani- 
man and  the  hot  stove.    In  a  flash  the  oil  ig- 
nited, and    the   next    instant    Mrs.    Vaniman 
was  enveloped  in  a  sheet  of  flames.    She  ran 
from  the  room.     Her  husband,  who  was  in  the 
yard,  heard  her  cry  and  ran  to  her 
Seizing  a  piece  of  carpet  he  tried  to  smc 
the  flames.    Their  daughter  also  came  ti 
:,  but  all  they  could  do  did  not  e 
guish  the  fire.    The    oil    had    saturated 
clothing,  and    not  until   she  had  fallen 
exhaustion  could  the  fire  be  mastered,  by 
ng  pieces  of  burning  clothing  from  her  body, 
out  the  flames  had  done  their  work.     She  li 
jered  only  until  midnight.     Mr.  Vaniman 
fighting  the  fire,  had  his  hands  badly  bume 
Mrs.   Vaniman   was    the    eldest    daughter 
Nicholas  and  Anna  Ruse,  who  now  reside  ne 
Abilene,    Kans.    Her   age    was    38    years, 
months    and    18    days.     The    funeral    w 
preached  in  the  Bear  Creek  church  by  Dani 
M.  Garver  from  I  Cor,  15.  JostAH  Eny. 

PEARSON— In  the  bounds  of  the  Canti 
church,  Ohio,  April  20,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth 
Pearson,  aged  49  years  and  13  days.  Sisl 
Pearson  was  well  known  in  several  neighbi 
ing  churches.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in  t 
Brethren's  cemetery  near  Mogadore,  at  which 
the  funeral  was  held  by  the  v, 


Jacob  Hilderbrand. 

KELLY— Near   Moultry,    Ohio,   April  21 

06,  Bro.  Alpheus   Kelley,  aged  43  yea,S| 

onth    and    8    days.     Our   brothei 

through  much  sorrow.     Two  companic 

ceded   him  to  the  spirit  world.    Six  children 

onducted  by  the 

a  large  audience 
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n    Altoona,   Pa. 

ion  of  the  lung.' 

Ross  Fisher,  son  of  friend  John  H.  and 

sister  H.  Elizabeth  Fisher,  aged  7  months  and 

5  days.    Funeral  services  at  his  home  from 

Matt.  19:  13,  14  by  the  writer. 

D.  S.  Brallier. 
FUNK.  —  At  her  home  in  Ebensburgh, 
Cambria  Co.,  Pa.,  March  18,  1896,  Sarah' 
Funk,  aged  74  years  and  9  months.  Her  fu- 
neral  services  were  conducted  by  the  minis- 
ter  of  the  Progressive  church,  of  which  church 
she  was  a  member.  D.  S.  Brallier, 

RATH— In  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  April  2,  1856, 
of  dropsy,  Mary  A.  Rath,  wife  of  friend 
Harvey  Rath.  She  was  united  in  holy  mat- 
rimony  Nov.  2,  1895,  by  the  writer.  She  only 
lived  five  months  after  marriage  until  sepa- 
rated by  death.  She  was  only  seventeen  years 
of  age  when  death  met  her.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  U.  B.  church  and  her  funeral  look 
place  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  conducted  by  one  of 
her  ministers.  D.  S.  Brallibr. 

STROLE.— In  the  Dorrance  church,  Dor- 
ranee,  Kans.,  March  16,  1896,  of  la  gripfi 
and  kidney  trouble,  Leland  B.,  son  of  Isaac 
H.  and  Sallie  Strole,  aged  5  years  an> 
days.  Jacob  Harms 

STROLE.— In  the  Dorrance  church,  Kans., 
March  27,  1896,  of  la  grippe  and  kidney 
Carl  B.  Strole,  son  ol  Isaac  ft.  mi 
e  Strole,  aged  7  years  and  3  dsiys.  This 
plet  birth.  All  have  lived  in  good 
health  up  to  this  time.  These  two  were  buried 
one  coffin.  Jacob  Harmsh. 

STROLE.-In  the  Dorrance  church,  Kans., 
April  11,  1806,  of  la  grippe  and  kidney  trouble, 
Pearl  C.  Strole,  daughter  of  Isaac  H.  and 
Strole,  aged  7  years  and  18  days.  This 
also  is  one  of  the  triplets  referred  to  above. 
Funeral  services  for  the  three  at  one  tint, 
April  12,  by  Bro.  John  Hollinger,  of  Russell, 
Kans.  Jacob  Hakmsh. 

ROOSE.— In    the    town  of  Bremen,  Mat- 
shall  Co.,  Ind.,  April  14,  1806,  Barbara  Roose, 
aged  87  years,  10  months  and  23  days.   She 
born  in  the  town  of  Jefferson,  York  Co, 
Pa.,  March  I,  1808.    In  1825  she  was  united 
marriage  to  Samuel  Messimore,  who  died 
1831.     In  1832  she  was  united  in  marriage 
Abraham  Roose.    This  union  was  blessed 
:h  nine  children,  eight   of   whom   survive 
their  parents.    The  father  died  Jan.  1,  1893,1 
the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.    Services  6/ 
the  writer  from  Heb.  4:9-11. 

John  R.  millm. 

HASHBARGER.-In  the  Chestnut  Grove 
congregation,  Fayette  Co.,  W.  Va„  April  H, 
1806,  sister  Mary  A.  Hashbarger  (< 
aged  75  years  and  28  days.     Shew 
Rockingham  County,  Va„  March  16 
was  married  to   David   Hashbargei 
1842.    She  lived  a  consistent  member  1 
Brethren  church  for  forty  years, 
a  husband  and  several  childn 
Eld.  S.  W.  Riner  at  the  home. 

Minnie  Duncan. 
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ASHBROOK.— At  her  home,  fou 
of  Milford,  Ind.,  April  2,  1896,  aft"  "*3 
traded  illness,  sister  Huldan  E.  AsH^ 
wife  of  Bro.  James  H.  Ashbrook, 
years,  7  months  and  23  days, 
time  she  suffered  intensely,  bul 
fliction  with  Christian  resignation,  j"-^  , 
anointed  during  her  sickness.  She  ^. 
husband  and  four  children.  She  ^^bf 
ful  sister  about  twenty-six  years.  f  oDJ 

the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  H.J*™£„, 
Ps.oo:i2. 
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Highest  of  »U  in  Leavening  Power.— Litest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


r*  ANNOUNCEMENTS- 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

May  11.  Hatfield  church,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pn. 
May  16,  at  3  P.  M.,  Fmither  Creok  clinrch,  111. 
May  16,  at  6  P.  M.,  Elkhart  Vnllwy  church, 


I'.'llltylKHI 


church,  Iowii 
ino  10.  Bethel  C 


M.,    Frui. kiln  County 


.THE  THIRD.. 


Annual  Excursion ! 


ONLY  $2.75  T 


Nkwcosikji,  Mt. 


for  Gentleman's  Watch. 


-  ?iMi',.     Adtlrt-ss,  II.  K. 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER! 


Villi  and  Fo&ter  ftinties,  North  Dakota ! 

If  You   Are  doing  to    North    Dakota   this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

if  You  Locate  In  Weils  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 

THERE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 
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Of  Brethren  and  Friends  1 

L-cft  Ol.  Paul-  Minn.,  ror  the 
North  Dakota  Colonies  March  26, 
and  numbered  1,030  souls.  An- 
other excursion  left,  April  8,  and 
additional  excursion  parties  will 
leave   from   time   to   time   during 

1896.  The  Brethren  are  set- 
tling along  the  Great  Northern 
Kaihvny    in  an   encouraging 

manner  and  the  members  are  anx- 
ious that  those  seeking  new  homes 
should  join  the  churches  and  colo- 
nies already  established. 

B^For  printed  matter  and  personal 
information,  address  or  apply  to  the 
undersigned,  who  organized  the  move- 
ment of  Brethren  to  North  Dakota, 
and  is  prepared  to  help  others  in  find 
ing  locations  in  the  best  agricultural 
sections  of  that  State. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL 


edit 


and   fully   explaining    li.m     v. 
can  consistently  id:,, 1  l-Sil 
wholesale  prices  I-Khl-: 

list  ol' Brethren' 

Tracts.     Miscellaneous    Books 
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Why  Go  North? 


There  is  no  need  to  go  to  northern  sec- 
tions of  country  when  you  can  buy  land  just  as 
productive  in  a  milder  climate.  The  choice 
farming  lands,  adjacent  to  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
.ington  and  Qu  ncy  Railway  in  Nebraska, 
ffnrd  fine  advantages  to  the  settler.     Be  sure 


take 


.  the 


Special  Low-Rate  Excursions 

To  these  fine  farm  lands  at  the  close  of  the 
Htawa  Annual  Meeting.  For  further  partial- 
ars  address:  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass.  Agt.  C. 
i.  &  Q.  R'y,  or  inquire  of  the  Burlington  rep- 
esentative  on  Annual  Meetiug  grounds. 


The  Famous  Platte  River  Valley, 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on\his  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 
Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -         $,  qq 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,      -       -       ,,„' 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -       -coo* 
Address:  Buethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111. 
Strut/  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


THERE  IS  ALWAYS  n  liolti'r  price  pukl  for  pi 

roads,— tin-  Minneapolis,  Si.  ['mil  and  Si.nl I  S 

The  Land  Department  ol  the  Northern  Paol 

Wells  Countk-H,  of  which  they  have  reserved  tni 
townships  to  he  sold  exclusively  to  the  Bretlin 
agreed  to  give  laud  for  a  site,  and  B 


hundred  dollars  t 
for  the  use  • 
The  price: 
15peruore,i 

If  you  wn 


of  a  church 

lands  are  from  S«  to 
e  Is  given,  with  only 

farm  at  In-tlcr  [triers 

jnce,  and  I  wlll.help 


North  Dakota,  write  me  at  once,  < 
you  to  make  a  selection,  and  assist  you  free 
cost  In  getting  passenger  and  freight  rates. 
not  locate  until  you  have  Investigated.  Write  t 
U.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  U., 
St.  Paul,  Ml 


W.H 


Land  (.Joitm 


SANTA  FE  ROUTE 

Solicits  Your  Patronage 
en  route  to  the 

GREAT  OTTAWA  MEETING 

MAY  26  to  29,  1896. 


One  Pare  for  the  Round  Trip, 

s  S2.00.    Tickets  on  sale  Mny  18,  23.  23  ni 


Through  Sleepers  to  Kansas  City, 
Chair  Oars  to  Ottawa. 

II 1-:  SANTA  KK  makes  n  speelnlty  of  Imm 


i  Liberal  limits 


Rem 


h  Bieth- 


IViiend  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


Buy  a  Clobe  Incubator  and  Brooder 

■r  pipe  system.     Ab- 
tely  self-regulating, 


o.  Finely  Illustrated 
^    .  . . .....le-cue  free.  Audrey 

SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Freeoort,  III..  U.  i.  K. 


TO   THE 

...ANNUAL  MEETING... 
C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y. 

A  chair  car  will  be  run  from  Mount  Morris 
direct  to  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa, 
Kans.,  so  as  to  accommodate  all  the  Brethren 
going  from  Northern  Illinois.  The  car  will 
leave  Mount  Morris  at  5  P.  M.,  May  22,  and 
will  be  attached  to  the  south-bound  train  on 
the  Illinois  Cental,  at  Forreston,  leaving  there 
at  6  P.  M.  Brethren  wishing  to  enjoy  this 
rare  treat  of  traveling  in  a  special  chair  car 
direct  to  the  place  of  Meeting,  without  change, 
will  concentrate  at  Mt.  Morris,  Forreston, 
Polo,  Dixon  and  Mendota.  Those  at  Lena 
and  Freeport  may  board  the  regular  train  and 
join  the  excursion  at  Forreston.  For  further 
particulars  address  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass. 
Agt.,  Chicago,  III. 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing  ! 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co,, 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


BRETHREN  WHO  DESIRE  A 
MILD  CLIMATE 


Who  Want  to  Live  by  Farming,  and 

Must  Begin  with  Small 

Capital. 


quiet,  thought 


i ni  pi-i  1. .  1  1 


0  speculation 
pie  have   not 

1  land  values, 


Just  What  You  Want! 


Thousands  of  our  people  arc  alive  to  the  need  ol  mote1 
and  better  Bible  study.  Bto.  C.  E.  Arnold's  "Normal 
Studies  on  the  Lile  and  Ministry  ol  Christ."  and  "  Mani- 
fold Chart  of  Christ's  Ministry,''  are  two  superior  helps. 
For  a  clear  flew  ol  Christ's  lile  and  ministry  they  are  iu- 


Now  is  the  time  to  use  these  helps  with  your  Sunday 
school  lessons  until  July  1,  or  in  a  special  Bible  Class. 

Warmly  endorsed  by  Bible  workers  ol  other  denomina- 
tions as  well  as  our  own.  Already  in  liberal  use  in  Bible 
Normals,  Bible  classes  and  Sunday  schools. 

Book  and  Chart  may  be  used  together  or  separately. 
Chart,  about  3  It.  by  4%  ft-  mounted  with  roller  and 
moulding  and  bound  with  tape.  Price,  75  cents;  hook, 
flexible  cloth,  40  cents;  both  together.  Si.    All  prepaid. 

An  Agbnt  wanted  nD7.Mn  every  congregation.  Liberal 
terms  offered.    Address: 

BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  CO.. 

Mt.  Morris,  HI. 


Here  Again  for  1896 


C.   C.   Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ioo  pages  8xio, 

Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.  Printed  on 
best  quality  of  paper.  It  Is  really  the  finest  book  of  Hs 
class  published.  Price,  15  cents.  Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  III.,  U.  S.  A.  *8m6 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
4S  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop- 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


ThlB  hotel  Is  centrally  located,  and  the  most  respe"" 
able  House  ol  Its  class  in  the  City.  The  charges  sre 
moderate,  varying  in  price  Irom  7S  cents  to  *i.S°  P°r  dB*' 
per  person.  Thompson's  Restaurant  underneath,  f"*1' 
class  Passenger  Elevator, 
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The  Gospel  Messenger! 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."- Phil.  I:  17. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Moekis,  III.,  May  10,  1896. 


No.  20. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

ratlished  Weekly,  at  SI. CO  per  Annum,  If 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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-^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY^- 


eastern  PICK-UPS. 

The  District  Meeting  for  Middle  Pennsylvania, 
was  held  this  year,  April  29,  in  the  Aughwick 
church.  The  meeting  was  prefaced  by  a  love  feast, 
held  the  evening  before,  which,  in  some  ways,  is 
very  appropriate,  but  not  desirable  where  the  con- 
gregation is  large,  as,  because  of  the  considerable 
increase  in  membership  from  abroad,  that  the  oc- 
casion brings,  it  causes  the  services  to  be  unduly 
crowded  and  lengthy.  This  feast,  however,  was  an 
enjoyable  one  to  those  who  could  be  accommodat- 
ed, and  those  who  could  not  participate  in  the 
meetings  were  made  as  comfortable  as  the  condi- 
tions would  permit. 


At  the  business  meeting  the  churches  were  all 
^presented  by  delegates  but  one,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  meeting  was  most  Christian.  Only  a  few  que- 
ries were  presented  for  deliberation,  thus  leaving 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  to  be  used  for  the 
more  important  workings  of  the  church,  the  Home 
Missions  and  the  Sunday  school  work.  The  Home 
Mission  Board  has  been  unusually  active  during 
eyear.  Experience  has  taught  that  a  few  places, 
Wlth  c°ncentrated  effort,  is  much  better  than  to 
sParsely  cover  larger  fields.  The  Board  has  now  in 
rge  four  points  at  which  regular  services  are 
^  d  each  week.  At  three  of  these  points  new 
henhouses  have  been  built,  and  at  the  other  one 
c  g00d  house  has  been  purchased,  so  that  good  ac- 
comodations are  Provided  and  Sunday  schools  or- 
B^nized      tu-  j 

lo  v-     '  means  success,  permanency,  and  a 

0  lng  forward  to  self-supporting  churches.    As 


fast  as  these  points  can  be  made  self-supporting, 
other  points  can  be  taken  up  and  in  this  way  new 
fields  can  be  successfully  opened.  The  churches 
are  encouragingly  supporting  this  work  and  the 
prospects  are  promising.  At  this  meeting  thirty- 
eight  Sunday  schools  were  reported,  with  a  total 
enrollment  of  2,085.  During  the  year  seventy-one 
of  the  scholars  united  with  the  church,  and  the  col- 
lections amounted  to  S455.17.  Had  all  the  schools 
reported,  the  showing  would  have  been  still  better. 


A  report  of  our  Old  Folks'  Home  was  made 
to  the  meeting  and  received  an  encouraging  con- 
sideration, and  a  united  support  is  promised.  This 
will  place  the  Home  on  a  permanent  basis,  and 
those  in  charge  can  expect  the  aid  and  sympathy 
that  is  so  much  needed  to  make  the  place  a  pleas- 
ant home  to  those  who  need  quiet  and  rest  as  the 
infirmities  of  age  come  upon  them.  We  talk  and 
sing  about  a  home  in  heaven,  but  if  we  are,  indeed, 
the  children  of  God,  we  must  provide  for  our  poor, 
infirm  and  aged,  a  home  while  here  with  us.  This 
is  some  of  the  pure  and  undefiled  religion  with 
which  the  Lord  is  well  pleased. 


For  centuries  poets  and  prose  writers  have  been 
exhausting  their  stock  of  adjectives  on  the  beauties 
of  springtime,  and  yet  our  admiration  for  them  re- 
mains unabated.  And  how  can  we  help  it  when 
heaven  and  earth  meet  and  unite  in  nature,  that 
she  may  pit  on  her  most  lovely  garb!  It  seems  to 
us  that  nowhere  (of  course  we  are  partial,  and  why 
should  we  not  be?)  has  she, — can  she, — put  on  so 
much  of  the  grand  and  lovely  as  right  among  our 
own  native  hills?  And,  you  know,  we  have  plenty 
of  them.  The  prospects  for  a  bountiful  crop  have 
never  been  better, — could  not  be, — as  the  fruit 
trees,  of  all  kinds,  are  a  perfect  mass  of  blooming 
beauty.  

On  last  Sunday  afternoon  a  few  of  us  drove  out 
through  Woodcock  Valley,  to  see  our  aged  father, 
now  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  who  had  been  some- 
what indisposed,  but  better  as  we  found  him.  As 
we  coursed  our  way  through  the  woody  Warrior 
Ridge  and  a  part  of  Hart's  Log  Valley  we  were  de- 
lighted, on  all  sides,  by  the  forest  and  domestic 
bloom.  Though  reared  among  the  woods,  as  a 
child  in  the  family,  and  felt  that  we  knew  and  were 
familiar  with  all  the  trees  and  shrubs  of  our  sur- 
soundings,  yet  we  were  surprised  to  see  so  much 
bloom  and  green  that  to  us  seemed  altogether 
new.  Old  farmers  say  that  a  prolific  bloom  of  the 
dogwood  is  a  precursor  of  a  bountiful  corn  crop. 
If  so,  so  it  will  be,  and  the  hopes  of  our  rural 
friends  will  be  realized,  as,  in  this  country,  great 
store  is  placed  on  the  spring  crop.  The  wheat 
crop  has  the  appearance  of  an  almost  entire  failure. 
As  we  beheld  all  these  floral  promises  we  were 
made  to  feel,  how  good  is  God!  Indeed,  no 
one  can  spend  a  springtime  afternoon  among 
nature's  groves  without  being  made  wiser  and  bet- 
ter for  the  experience.  This  is  especially  true  of  a 
quiet,  Sabbath  eve  when  the  air  is  made  clear, 
sweet  and  fresh  by  the  warm  showers  as  they  spray 
the  earth  like  the  falling  dews  of  Hermon.  As  we 
returned,  the  clouds  that  gave  the  showers  and 
sheeted  the  heavens  were  vanishing,  and  in  their 
rifting,  their  shadowy  forms  floated  from  hillside 
to  mountain  top,  as  wave  after  wave  follows  each 


other  on  the  bosom  of  the  great  deep.  By  the 
wayside,  and  in  the  meadows  are  seen,  peeping 
through  the  green,  the  modest  violet  and  the  ev- 
erywhere profuse  dandelion,  inviting  you  to  admire 
their  presence  and  sing  their  beauty.  Just  now  we 
remember  that  the  Christ  admired  flowers  when  he 
said:  "Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they 
grow;  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin:  and  yet  I 
say  unto  you,  that  even  Solomon,  in  all  his  glory, 
was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these."  And  should  not 
we  grow  enthusiastic  and  eloquent  over  the  chil- 
dren of  his  love? 

We  are  at  home  and  we  turn  our  feet  towards  the 
chapel  of  the  Lord's  service.  As  we  enter  every 
seat  is  occupied  with  attentive  listeners.  How 
sweetly  fall  the  messages  of  love  on  the  hungry 
and  believing  soul!  During  the  afternoon  hours  a 
sermon  from  the  ministry  of  God,  through  nature, 
— now,  another  from  Genesis, — the  one  a  most  fit- 
ting prelude  to  the  other.  How  true,  how  blessed 
the  sayings  of  the  Master:  "  First  seek  the  king- 
dom of  God;  and  all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you."  1 

The  love  feast  season  is  now  here,  and  before 
these  lines  are  read,  many  of  those  to  be  held 
around  us  will  be  enjoyed  and  passed.  Will  we  be 
made  better  by  the  advantages  they  are  intended 
to  afford?  We  should  be,  and  will,  if  we  properly 
appreciate  the  great  love  that  made  them  possible 
to  us.  

The  Communion  services  of  the  Huntingdon 
church  will  be  held  May  30,  and  we  will  be  glad  to 
have  our  brethren  and  sisters  to  come  and  be  with 
us.     All  will  be  welcome!  11.  b.  b. 


While  in  Japan  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  had  some  ex- 
periences with  earthquakes.  Writing  from  T0M0, 
the  capital,  April  12,  he  says:  "  There  have  been  six 
earthquake  shocks  since  we  came  to  Japan.  Last 
night  at  10:  38  a  very  severe  series  of  shocks  was 
felt.  We  were  in  bed  at  the  time,  enjoying  the  first 
nap  of  the  night.  The  bed  rocked  to  and  fro, 
the  house  creaked  and  there  was  a  peculiar  roar  or 
rumble  all  around.  I  laid  in  bed  and  noted  the 
waves  or  shocks  as  they  grew  stronger  and  stronger 
until  the  maximum  was  reached  and  then  they 
decreased  regularly  until  they  ceased.  As  near  as 
I  could  ascertain  there  were  at  least  twelve  distinct 
wave    shocks.      This    drawing    will     indicate     my 


meaning.  My  wife  got  up  and  turned  on  the 
electric  light  but  the  waves  came  rapidly  and  soon 
all  was  quiet.  I  do  not  think  I  was  scared,  for  I 
felt  quite  calm  and  noted  very  carefully  the  recur- 
ring shocks,  but  when  the  shocks  ceased  I  observed 
that  my  heart  was  beating  quite  rapidly,— an  indi- 
cation of  excitement.  The  clocks  and  watches 
stopped  and  the  dogs  in  the  hotel  set  up  a  howl. 
One  has  a  peculiar  feeling,  when  the  solid  earth  be- 
haves in  this  way.  The  first  earthquake  shock  we 
felt  was  at  Yokohomo.  It  occurred  at  midnight  and 
I  was  alarmed  more  then  than  I  was  last  night  al- 
though the  last  one  was  tenfold  more  severe  than 
the  first.  I  am  fully  satisfied  with  my  experience  in 
this  line, — and  hope  we  shall  get  away  before  anoth- 
er one  occurs,  Of  this,  however,  we  cannot  be  sure," 


306 


THB   aOSPBL   MBBBEtTGHH.. 


M 


ay  '6,  I8g6. 


■ESSAYS; 


A  SONG  OP  HOPE. 


UAKY  A.  LATHB 


[Tula  beautiful  little  poem  won  the  nrs 
N  Hlglnliotlium,  of  Chicago,  for  "  poopl 
our  readers  will  tlirink  us  for  giving  It  to 


prlzo  offered  by   Mr.  H. 


:you 


He 

Whal 

Labor  and  sorrow? 
Look  to  your  looms  again; 

Faster  and  faster 
Fly  the  great  shuttles 

Prepared  by  the  Master. 
Life's  in  the  loom, 

Room  for  it — room! 
Children  of  yesterday, 
•  Heirs  of  to-morrow, 
Lighten  the  labor 

And  sweeten  the  sorrow, 
Now— while  the  shulth 

Faster  and  faster. 
Up  and  be  at  it— 

At  work  with  the  Mastc; 
He  stands  at  your  loom. 

Room  for  Him— room! 
Children  of  yesterday, 


fly 


lit 


soft 


r  fabri 


Of  labor  and  sorrow, 
Seamy  and  dark 

Willi  despair  and  disa 
Turn  it — and  lo, 

The  design  of  the  Mas 
The  Lord's  at  the  loom, 

Room  for  Him— room! 


AN  EXPOSITION  OF  ERROR. 


How  silent  Jesus  was  < 
modes  of  dress  among  hi 
much  Paul  and  the  other 
about  that?     What  does 


the  plain  and  humble 
followers,  but  see  how 
postles  said  and  wrote 
iur  earnest  defender  of 
Paul  say  of  this  "  tool  of  the  devil"  by  which  he 
makes  such  havoc  of  the  churches? 

Friend,  "how  readest  thou?"  He  closes  his  ar- 
ticle in  The  Good  Way  by  repeating  the  words,  "  I 
am  still  saved!  Glory  to  God!  Amen."  He 
seems  to  feel  that  he  did  not  become  unsaved  by 
writing  that  article;  neither  do  I  think  so,  but  since 
it  seems  to  him  to  be  necessary  to  declare  his  sal- 
vation at  the  beginning  and  ending  of  his  article,  to 
give  it  influence,  he  might  give  us  the  proof  of  it 
his  solution  of  John  13:  8,  17;  I  Tim.  5 
Rev.  22:  19. 
Ozawkie,  /Cans. 


and 


On  visiting  the  penitentiary  yesterday,  one  of  the 
converted  prisoners  handed  me  a  clipping  from 
The  Good  Way,  published  at  Chillicothe,  Mo.  The 
writer  of  the  article,  J.  D.  Ames,  starts  out  as  fol- 
lows; "  I  am  saved  this  morning,  glory  to  God,  . 
.  and  in  order  to  keep  saved  I  must  do  my 
duty.  I  feel  it  my  duty  now  to  say  something  about 
feet-washing,  as  I  believe  it  to  be  almost  (if  not 
quite)  a  soul-damning  doctrine,  .  .  .  and  after 
this  my  voice  and  pen  shall  be  raised  against  it,  for 
it  is  one  of  the  sharpest  tools  the  devil  has  got,  to 
split  and  divide  the  holy  people.  We,  as  God's 
ministers,  should  do  all  we  can  against  it."  .  .  . 
"  I  believe  it  to  be  of  man  because  it  divides  the 
holy  people." 

The  first  proof  this  saved  (?)  soul  gives,  that 
feet-washing  is  of  man  is  Matt.  28:  20,  because 
nothing  is  said  by  the  apostles  about  it.  His  sec- 
ond argument  is  1  Cor.  11:  12,  and  yet  we  have 
nothing  on  feet-washing.  Next  we  have  Acts  20: 
20,  but  still  nothing  about  feet -washing.  Then  he 
quotes  Acts  20:  27,  and  yet  he  does  not  teach  feet- 
washing.  Does  our  earnest,  zealous  teacher  pro- 
pose to  teach  and  practice  right  earnestly  all 
that  the  apostles  taught?  Then,  what  of  the  holy 
kiss,  five  times  commanded  by  the  apostles?  If 
feetwashing  lost  anything  by  having  been  so 
strongly  urged  by  Jesus,  as  in  John  13,  what,  then, 
is  the  matter  with  the  ordinance  of  the  kiss,  of 
which  Jesus  said  nothing  that  is  written. 

Again;  Jesus  did  not  spoil  the  ordinance  of  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  at  baptism  by  having  his  evange- 
lists to  write  much  about  it,  but  what  does  our  crit- 
ic think  or  do  about  that  ordinance  of  which  Paul 
says  and  makes  so  much,  and  the  rest  of  the  apos- 
tles?   See  Acts  8;  17,  18  and  19:  6  and  Heb.  4:  2. 

What  gives  discredit  to  the  apostle's  doctrine  on 
the  anointing  of  the  sick  with  oil  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord?  I  hope  it  is  not  because  Jesus  command- 
ed it  also,  to  the  apostles,  to  be  practiced  in  his 
day.  But  why  does  our  critic  quote  so  many  pas- 
sages to  show  that  Paul  did  not  teach  feet-washing, 
when  he  (Paul)  makes  washing  of  the  saints  feet  so 
very  conditional,  to  even  a  poor,  needy  widow  of  the 
church,  of  having  part  or  lot  in  the  charity  of  the 
church,  as  specified  in  I  Tim.  5:  9,  10? 


SECRET  ORDERS-DEMITS. 


The  church  often  receives  those  who  have  been  members  of 
secret  orders,  some  of  whom  take  out  demits  or  letters  of  with- 
drawal while  others  do  not.     Which  is  the  right  thing  to  do? 
D.  Henricks. 

ANSWER. 

W.e  will  let  Masonic  standard  authors  answer: 
Demit.— "This  is  a  technical  term  for  the  certifi- 
cate granted  by  the  lodge  to  a  withdrawing  mem- 
ber. .  .  .  The  effect  of  demitting  is  to  release 
the  member  from  the  attendance  upon  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  lodge,  from  the  payment  of  all  fees 
and  dues  and  from  service  upon  committees.  It 
deprives  him  of  the  privilege  of  charitable  aid  .  . 
the  right  to  visit  the  lodge  to  take  higher  de- 
1-rees  and  from  Masonic  interments."  Should  he 
desire  to  return  to  the  membership  of  a  lodge,  he 
should  file  his  certificate  of  demit  with  his  petition, 
and  it  becomes  henceforth  the  property  of  the 
lodge  that  affiliates  him." — Dictionary  on  Freemason- 
ry, by  Rob.  Morris,  pp  8j  and  86. 

"A  Mason  is  said  to  demit  from  the  order  when 
he  withdraws  all  connection  with  it."— Mackey's 
Masonic  Lexicon,  Art.  Demit. 

"  Where  a  brother  wished  to  withdraw  entirely 
from  Masonry,  the  Grand  Master  of  Alabama 
(Wood,  1857)  decided  that  a  demit  was  the  only 
means  of  withdrawal  known  to  our  institution." — 
Chose' s  Digest,  p.  207. 

"  A  Masonic  demit  dates  from  the  lodge  record 
when  the  same  was  granted,  and,  consequent- 
ly, membership  ceases  with  said  date." — Reg.  III. 
Sanford,  G.  M.  Iowa,  1857. 

"After  once  joining  a  lodge,  a  Mason  is  always 
considered  a  member  until  he  receives  a  demit  or 
death." — Morris. 

Hence  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  require  a 
th  secretary's  name  and  the 
a  written  witness  from  the 
a  member  of  any  lodge, 
certificate  of  good  Masonic 
es  are  paid  up  to  a  certain 
their  possession  they 


leading  educators  of  our  country.  He  replied, 
The  only  right  and  legitimate  way  to  withdraw 
from  Masonry,  is  to  take  out  a  demit.  You  then 
have  that  with  which  you  can  protect  yourself." 
Masons  also  issue  a  traveling  certificate,  which  they 
call  a  diploma.  (See  "  Freemason's  Monitor,"  by 
Webb;  page  241.) 

I    hope  the   foregoing   condensed   remarks  will 


give  you 


the  information  de 


I.J.  ROSENBERGER. 


demit.  This  paper,  w 
stamp  of  the  lodge,  is 
lodge  that  he  is  nol 
While  a  demit  is  a 
character,  and  that  dues 
date;  yet  with  that  pape 


they 


can  pay  no  dues,  hence  get  no  benefits 
separated,  non-affiliated,  not  members. 

Lodge  members  have,  at  different  times,  come  to 
the  church  and  professed  to  have  renounced  their 
relation  to  secrecy,  but  deceived  the  church  by 
such  expressions  as,  "  I  don't  attend  the  lodge," 
"  I've  quit,"  "  I've  withdrawn,"  etc.  These  expres- 
sions may  each  and  all  be  true  and  yet  the  person 
making  the  statement  be  a  full-fledged  Mason. 
Through  a  secret  way  he  has  his  dues  paid  and 
may  not  attend  the  lodge,  yet  he  gets  all  benefits 
of  his  lodge.  I  recently  met  a  case  of  this  kind. 
By  demanding  a  demit  you  cut  off  such  glaring  hy- 
pocrisy. It  is  true  we  hold  brethren  who  were 
once  members  of  secret  orders  and  hold  no  demits, 
but  their  character  in  this  respect  is  no  question; 
besides  they  have  ceased  attending  the  lodge  for  so 
long  a  time  that  to  get  a  demit  would  require  the 
payment  of  the  large  sum  of  all  back  dues;  which 
payment  would  not  be  right  to  demand.  But  per- 
sons,— brethren, — leaving  their  lodge  upon  recent 
date  and  declining  to  take  out  a  demit,  leave  just 
grounds  to  conclude  that  they  yet  sustain  a  rela- 
tion to  their  lodge.  I  interrogated  a  friend  of 
mine,  who  is  a  Mason  in  high  standing,  one  of  the 


UNION  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS  AND  PICNICS. 

[The  following,  from  the  pen  of  H.  B.  B.  ap- 
peared May  16,  1893,  and  is  now  republished  by  the 
request  of  Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  Pickrell,  Nebr.— 
Ed.] 

A  brother  desires  some  thoughts  on  union  Sun- 
day schools  and  picnics  as  an  attendant.  As  to 
union  Sunday  schools,  we  feel  in  regard  to  them 
very  much  as  we  do  about  having  union  churches. 
Such  unions  are,  as  a  rule,  only  in  name,  without 
an  actual  existence.  When  Brethren  can,  at  all, 
hold  schools  of  their  own,  we  think  it  best  to  do  so, 
as  no  two  churches,  thus  united,  can,  either  of  them, 
accomplish  the  real  idea  of  such  schools.  The 
object,  in  holding  such  schools,  is  to  teach  the 
attendants  the  truth,  or  the  way  of  salvation,  as  be- 
lieved and  practiced  by  the  church.  Two  or  more 
churches,  in  thus  uniting,  cannot  do  this  without 
causing  some  friction  and  division,  which  generally 
ends  in  unpleasantness  and  bitterness  on  the  part 
of  those  in  charge.  Thus  the  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  children  is  bad  and  leads  to  strife. 

In  these  unions,  our  people  generally  sustain  the 
greater  loss,  because  of  the  character  of  such 
unions.  The  things  on  which  we  can  unite,  by 
many  other  churches  are  accepted  as  the  whole, 
while  we  recognize  them  as  being  only  a  part,  so 
that  we  lose  part,  while  they  get  all.  We  have 
seen  these  efforts  work  out  their  legitimate  results, 
and  those  who  believe  and  teach  the  whole  Truth 
is  essential  to  salvation,  lose  their  power  in  a  one- 
sided union.  Then,  too,  it  is,  deceptive  iniits 
workings,  and  the  tendencies  are  dangerous  tofStcv. 
promotion  of  pure  Christianity.  Our  children  see 
and  become  familiar  with  this  apparent  union,  and 
naturally  incline  to  the  thought  that  there  is  no 
real  difference  in  the  churches,— that  both  or  all 
are  equally  safe,  and,  as  a  result,  the  one  that  prom- 
ises the  most  liberty  and  present  enjoyment,  will 
be  accepted  as  their  church  home. 

We,  just  now,  think  of  two  churches,— the  one 
very  plain  and  observing  the  ordinances;  the  other 
a  fashionable  church,  which  built  several  church- 
houses  together  as  union  houses.  The  services  at 
first  were  held  alternately.  A  union  Sunday  school 
was  established,  but  soon  run  by  the  fashionable 
church.  This  was  some  twenty  years  ago.  To-day 
the  plain  church  has  no  existence  in  these  commu- 
nities, and  what  were  once  two  strong  congrega- 
tions, are  now  represented  by  a  few  aged,  isolated 
members,  who  live  to  lament  over  the  folly  of  such 
church  union.  No,  the  humble  followers  of  Jesus 
cannot  afford  to  run  union  races.  It  is  an  unequ 
yoking. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  are  there  no  cases 
union  schools  would  be  justifiable,— would  it  not  be 
better  to  have  a  school  of  this  kind  than  none  at 
all?    This  is  a  very  difficult  question  to  decide,  as 
there  is  only  one  condition,  and  that  is,  when  the 
balance  of  influence  and  power  can  be  made  to 
on  the  side  of  the  better  or  best.     Unless  the  pre- 
dominating power  is  felt  and  seen,  it  is  not  W1S^_ 
relation.    ™e 
the 
hil- 


qual 


where 


chool, 
nthe 


continue     or    recognize    any    such 
whole  face   of  the  work  naturally  inclines  to 
wrong  side.     If  we  were  so  placed  as  to  have 
dren  to  send,  we  would  rather  patronize  a 
sectarian   school,   than    a    union    Sunday 
where  our  power  and  influence  are  often  cast  0 
wrong   side.     In  this  case  we  would  not  ha«  » 
contend   with   a   deceptive   unity,    and,    ther 
could  the  more  easily  counteract  wrong  teaching- 


In  union  schools  we  have  not  only  the  WTO 
teachings  to  contend  with,  but  also  the  more  q 
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tionable  attendants,  such  as  picnics,  parties,  plays, 
etc.  All  these  things  are  in  violation  to  the  plain 
teachings  of  the  Gospel.  A  brother  writes  us  of  a 
case  where  such  a  school  was  carried  on.  At  first, 
the  Superintendent  and  majority  of  officers  and 
teachers  opposed  picnics,  etc.  But  soon  the  union 
school  called  for  picnics.  The  Superintendent  fell 
in  with  the  demand  and  favored,  and  while  the 
church  voted  against  it,  the  leaven  was  placed  and 
commenced  working  until  the  lump  was  badly 
soured,  and  trouble  is  following.  A  bitterness  will 
doubtless  spring  up  that  will  take  years  to  sweeten. 
On  the  whole  we  find  but  little  to  say  in  favor  of 
the  so-called  union  Sunday  schools,  and  the  results 
that  generally  follow  them.  They  almost 
bly  place  our  church  at  a  disadvantage.  I' 
there  may  be  exceptional  cases,  but  in  these  the 
balance  of  influence  will  be  found  on  the  side  of 
right. 

Then  there  is  another  kind  of  Sunday  schools 
that,  strictly  speaking,  is  neither  sectarian  nor 
union.  In  localities  where  no  one  church  feels 
able  to  conduct  and  maintain  a  school,  a  number  of 
goodly-disposed  persons  may  organize  and  conduct 
a  school  of  this  kind  for  the  general  good  of  the 
children  and  citizens,  without  any  reference  to  any 
special  sect  or  church.  Schools  of  this  kind  have 
been  conducted  to  the  general  good  of  the  com- 
munity. In  all  these  things  we  should  have  but 
one  end  in  view,  the  physical,  moral  and  spiritual 
good  of  the  children.  Have  them  trained  careful- 
ly in  the  right,  and  the  older  ones 
themselves. 
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true, 


'ill  take  care 


BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

New  Reasons  for  Trine  Immersion — More  Accessions.— 
Three  Armenian  Women  Baptized — Maundy  Thurs- 
day in  Smyrna.— Feet-Washing  in  the  Arme- 
nian Cathedral.— Olympic  Games — A 
Message  of  Thanks. 
We  learn  from  a  good  source,   and  to   our  great 
si/rprise,  that  the  reasons  for  trine  immersion  in  the 
*Ssek  and  Armenian  churches  are  not   based    upon 
the  sacred  words  of  the  last  commission,  as  we  find 
them  in  Matt.  28:  19-20,  or  upon  the  practice  of  the 
early  church  and  the  sayings  of  all  the  apostolic 
fathers  during  the  long  period  of  four  centuries,  but 
solely  upon  this   fact  which,   although   clever  and 
well  founded,  is  not  fully  Scriptural  or  the  strongest 
argument  a  church  can  adduce  to  prove  the  long- 
standing practice  of  such  an  important  rite.     Brief- 
ly stated  it  is  this:     According  to  the  mind  of  Paul, 
we  are  "  buried  in  baptism,"  so  baptism  is  a  burial. 
As  this  burial  symbolizes  that  of  Christ  and  he  was 
three  days  in  the  grave,  so  must  our  spiritual  burial 
be  performed  by  three  immersions,   each  immersion 
representing  one  day  of  our  Lord's  length  of  dwell- 
ing in  the  grave!     .     .     Such  arguments   convince 
us  more  and  more  of  the  little  amount  of  knowl- 
edge these  people  have  of  the  Word  of  God,  of 
early  church  history,  and  of  those  "  fathers  "  whom 
they  so  greatly  venerate;  and  how, — even  in  Smyr- 
na,—the   Episcopal   see   of  Saint  Polycarp— "  our 
work  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

We  are  glad  to  report  three  more  accessions. 
The  candidates  this  time  are  of  the  female  sex  and 
come  from  the  Armenian  church.  As  we  baptized 
these  three  sisters,  we  thought  of  Lydia,  she  also  a 
woman  and  the  first  convert  of  Paul  in  Europe.  As 
'his  native  of  Thyatira  was  baptized  with  "  her 
household,"  so  did  this  Armenian  widow  and  moth- 
er, "whose  heart  the  Lord  opened,"  bring  also  her 
'wo  daughters  with  her.  We  rejoice  greatly  in  the 
accession  of  these  female  representatives  of  a  noble, 
intelligent,  but  now  afflicted,  persecuted,  trodden- 
down  nation.  We  believe  that  "  He,  who  chastises 
whom  he  loves,"  has  sent  this  great  calamity  for 
a  greater  good,— to  bring  those  dear,  gentle,  lamb- 
>>ke  people  closer  to  his  loving  heart.  We  believe 
'he  time  is  not  distant  when  the  good  Armenian 
people  will  say  (as  these  three  sisters,  afflicted  by 
'he  loss  of  two  martyr-husbands,  now  say),  "  It  is 
good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted,  that  I 
m'ght  learn  thy  statutes." 


We  close,  on  this  Easter  Monday,  the  report  of 
our  first  year's  work  in  Smyrna  with  nine  baptisms 
and  a  membership  (with  wife  and  self)  of  eleven! 
It  is  needless  for  us  to  describe,  with  pen  and  ink, 
our  joy  over  the  harvest.  We  thank  the  Lord  that, 
with  the  difficulties  we  did  meet  in  the  beginning, 
there  has  really  been  no  serious  obstacle  to  our 
work,  and  that  the  blessed  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
has  been  preached  by  us  with  all  the  liberty  need- 
ed to  bring  about  the  harvest  which  we  are  already 
reaping.  The  outlook  for  the  future  is  encouraging, 
and  we  trust  the  interest,  sympathy  and  prayers  of 
the  Fraternity  will  continue  as  earnest  as  hereto- 
fore, in  our  behalf,  whether  as  individuals  or  as  a 
church.  Now  the  moral  of  all  this  is,  that  our 
Brotherhood  must  not  be  afraid  to  "  enlarge  the 
place  of  her  tent  and  stretch  forth  the  curtains  of 
her  habitations;  "  she  must  "spare"  neither  men, 
nor  means,  nor  talent,  nor  lives,  but  "  lengthen  her 
cords  and  strengthen  her  stakes  "  for  she  is  the 
stewardess  and  depository  of  the  pare,  unadulter- 
ated oracles  of  the  living  God,  and  to  break  the 
Bread  of  Life  to  "all  nations  and  kindrecs  and 
tongues "  under  the  sun,  is  her  bounden  duty  as 
much  as  her  blessed  privilege! 

Next  week  will  be  held  in  Athens  what  I  may 
call  a  revival  of  the  old  Olympic  games.  Thou- 
sands will  flock  from  all  Europe,  and,  no  doubt, 
from  distant  America,  to  witness  what  the  Hellenes 
in  the  days  of  Paul  saw  in  that  city  and  at  Corinth 
some  twenty  centuries  ago.  Crowned  heads  even 
will  be  present,  among  whom  may  be  mentioned 
the  young  King  of  Servia  who,  it  is  reported,  will 
ark  in  marriage  the  young  princess  Maria,  daughter 
of  George,  the  popular  king  of  Greece.  The  capi- 
tal will  be  in  an  uproar.  Like  at  our  Annual 
Meetings,  the  hotels  and  private  dwellings  will  be 
crowded  with  strangers  and  foreigners.  It  is  a 
scheme  to  enrich  the  little  kingdom,  which  is  get- 
ting poorer  year  by  year.  Suppose  our  General 
Conference  were  held  there  and  the  pure  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  were  preached,  how  much  richer  would 
poor  Greece  be!  Among  these  athletic  exercises  of 
ancient  Isthmian  games  will  no  doubt  be  the  foot- 
race. Men  will  run  to  obtain  applauses  and  the 
"  corruptible  crown."  .  .  How  greatly  is  the 
Gospel  needed  in  Greece  that  the  proud  Hellenes 
may  run  the  race  of  the  higher  life  and  obtain  that 
crown  incorruptible  which  fadeth  not  away! 

On  Maundy  Thursday  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
witnessing  the  ceremony  of  feet-washing  in  the  Ar- 
menian Cathedral  of  our  city.  It  took  place  at  4: 
30  P.  M.,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  concourse  of 
devout  worshipers.  Desiring  of  witnessing  this 
ceremony  in  all. its  details,  I  was  favored  with  a 
seat  inside  the  chancel,  or  sanctuary,  near  the  bish- 
op's throne — a  privilege  and  a  courtesy  which  were 
by  me  greatly  appreciated. 

After  a  very  long  and  tedious  series   of  chants 

dolefully  sung  by  the  choristers,  the  bishop  was,  by 

attending  priests,  divested  of  his  mitre,  crozier  and 

gorgeous  robes,  and  girded  with  a  towel  very  much 

like  those  we  use  at  our  love   feasts.     Then,  sitting 

on  a  very  low  stool,  a  basin,  full  of  cold  water,  was 

brought  before  him.     This  water,  I   was  told,  had 

previously  been    blessed/     Before   that  basin,   and 

facing   the   bishop,   was   a  plain,  high  chair,     We 

must  not  forget  to  mention  that  on  the  right  of  the 

bishop,  on  a  very  low  desk   reaching  to  his  elbow, 

was  placed  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament,  richly 

bound  in  red  morocco.     A  priest,  richly  clad,  came 

forward,  knelt  before  the  bishop,  kissed  the  Holy 

Book  first,  then  the  bishop's  hand;  then,  sitting  on 

the  chair,  he  dipped  his  right  foot  in  the  basin  and 

yiped  it  with  a  small  towel 

ders, — with  holy  oil  made 

1  the  instep  of  that   foot. 

luted  the  bishop  and  with- 

another   came  in  succession, 

f   the   choir,   to    have    one  foot 

washed,   wiped   and   anointed.     When   the   bishop 

was  through,  he  withdrew  to  the  sacristy,  behind 

the  altar,  to  wash  his  hands;  then  returned  to  have 

his  right  foot  washed  by  the  first  priest  n 

above.     Here  the  bishop   was  still  girt 

towel  but  the  priest  who  washed  his  foot  had  none 
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on.  After  this  ceremony  the  bishop  removed  his 
towel,  put  on  the  rest  of  his  episcopal  habits  and 
closed  the  services  by  reading  John  13:  12-21,  and 
pronouncing  the  benediction.  Of  course,  there 
was  no  Lord's  Supper  nor  Communion.  The  former 
has  been  done  away  with  centuries  ago,  the  latter 
has  become  the  "  sacrifice  of  the  mass." 

The  whole  ceremony  strengthened  our  faith  and 
convinced  us  more  than  ever  that  no  church  is  fol- 
lowing the  commandments  of  Christ  more  than  our 
Fraternity, — hence  greater  is  her  responsibility. 
"  For  unto  whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  him  shall 
be  much  required;  and  to  whom  men  have  commit- 
ted much,  of  him  they  will  ask  the  more." 

We  avail  ourselves  of  this  opportunity  to  thank 
most  heartily  the  known  and  unknown  brethren 
and  sisters  who  have  favored  us  with  kind  letters, 
so  full  of  sympathy  and  words  of  encouragement! 
The  Lord  bless  them  and  keep  them! 


drew  it  out;  the  bishop  > 
and — wonder  of  all  wol 
the  sign  of  the  cross  o 
Then  the  priest  arose, 
drew.     Another  i 
plus   some  boys 


THE  STABILITY  OF  QOD. 


BY  J.  H.  CKOFFOKD, 


ntioned 
rith  his 


Upon  God's  firmness  is  hinged  the  future  destiny 
of  every  human  being.  Then,  how  important  that 
we  pay  close  attention  to  the  requirements  made 
by  him  of  us,  and  see  what  has  been  the  fate  of  the 
disobedient  in  the  past.  If  we  find  that  he  has  not, 
on  any  occasion,  changed  one  letter  or  word  of  his 
demands,  or  the  penalty  inflicted  for  disobedience, 
for  high  or  low,  great  or  small,  we  will  naturally 
conclude  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  that 
he  is  unchangeable,  immovable,  and  we  must,  to 
receive  his  favor  and  blessings,  obey  it  all. 

What  was  the  fate  of  our  foreparents?  Think  of 
what  Moses  was  not  permitted  to  enjoy!  "  Remem- 
ber Lot's  wife."  Read  what  befell  "the  man  of 
God,"  I  Kings  13.  Many  similar  instances  might  be 
named,  but  let  this  suffice  to  show  that  God's  com- 
mands must  be  obeyed  to  the  letter. 

These  occurrences  took  place  under  the  old  dis- 
pensation, but  they  serve  to  show  us  how  un- 
changeable God  is.  The  fate  of  the  disobedient, 
living  under  the  Gospel  dispensation,  may  not  be  so 
clear  to  some  of  us,  but  we  can  learn  from  the  Old 
Testament  writings  how  exact  God  has  been.  His 
Word  makes  sufficient  reference  to  his  manner  of 
dealing,  to  teach  that  he  will  admit  of  no  deviation 
now.  He  will  admit  of  no  other  Gospel  than  that 
which  has  been  given,  though  an  angel  from  heaven 
preach  it.     Gal.  I:  8. 

That  God's  law  is  a  perfect  law  and  admits  of 
neither  addition  nor  subtraction,  we  need  only  re- 
fer you  to  Rev.  13;  18,  19.  This  is  also  a  very 
striking  evidence  of  God's  stability.  Paul  consid- 
ered it  a  perfect  will,  and  refers  to  it  as  such  in 
his  epistle  to  the  Romans  12;  2. 

If  within  the  Sacred  Volume  it  can  be  found 
that  God  ever  deviated  from  his  word  or  law  to 
grant  the  petitions  of  any  human  or  superhuman 
being,  we  might  have  reason  to  believe  that  we 
may  stand  approved  and  our  salvation  be  complete 
even  though  we  have  obeyed  him  in  part.  But  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  find  that  he  has  never  grant- 
ed requests  contrary  to  his  law,  and  that  judgment 
and  punishment  have  invariably  been  meted  out 
for  disobedience,  our  eternal  happiness  will  de- 
pend upon  the  strict  adherence  to  every  require- 
ment and  the  grace  of  God. 

"  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten   Son,  that    whosoever   believeth    in    him 
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power  over  us, — more 


so  than  precept.  They  clearly  express  the  nature 
of  our  duties  in  their  various  bearings  and  effects. 
By  precept  we  form  abstract  ideas  of  virtue,  but 
by  examples  virtues  are  made  visible  in  all  their 
practical  exemplifications.  Precepts  teach  us  our 
duty,  but  examples  give  us  the    assurance    that 
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they  are  possible,  and  when  we  see  those  who,  lik( 
ourselves,  are  united  to  frail  flesh,  command  thei: 
passions  and  overcome  the  greatest  and  most  "  glit 
tering"  temptations,  we  are  encouraged  in  oui 
spiritual  warfare.  Thereto:  e,  what  one  person  ha: 
done  is  possible  to  be  done  by  another.  It  seems 
possible  for  us  to  overcome  every  temptation,  for 
we  are  taught  that  "  God  will  not  suffer  us  to  b 
tempted  above  that  we  are  able;  but  will,  with  thi 
temptation,  make  a  way  to  escape,  that  we  may 
be  able  to  bear  it."     I  Cor.  10:  13. 

No  one  should  depend  upon  salvation  through 
the  mercy  of  God.  His  mercy  will  not  stop  short 
of  truth,  nor  extend  beyond  justice.  "  The  fervent, 
effectual  prayers  of  a  righteous  man  availeth 
much,"  but  not  to  the  changing  of  the  demands 
of  God.  No  prayers  or  entreaties  can  change  what 
has  been  put  on  Divine  Record.  God  cannot  be 
influenced,  nor  his  sympathy  or  mercy  reached, 
short  of  submission  to  his  will, 

Jesus,  the  beloved  Son  of  God,  "knowing  all 
things  that  should  come  upon  him,"  "knew  that 
his  hour  was  come  that  he  should  depart  out  of 
this  world  unto  the  Father."  In  the  full  realiza- 
tion of  his  sufferings,  even  to  the  extent  that  his 
sweat  was  as  great  drops  of  blood,  he  entreats  God 
to  the  third  time,  thus:  "  O  my  Father,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, let  this  cup  pass  from  me,"  not  through  the 
weakness  of  the  flesh;  not  because  he  believed  God 
would  deliver  him  from  it,  but  to  show  us  the  stabili- 
ty of  God.  He  could  not  be  swayed  even  through 
the  ties  which  united  Father  and  Son.  Then, 
again,  as  our  example,  he  submissively  yields  to 
the  will  of  G"d,  "  Nevertheless  not  as  I  will,  but 
as  thou  wilt." 

Martinsburg,  Pa. 


WORLDLY  WISDOM. 


BY  NOAH   LONGANECKER. 


We  have  frequently  been  surprised  at  the  im- 
proper use  of  the  title  of  this  essay.  Permit  an  il- 
lustration that  came  under  our  observation  when 
but  a  youth.  A  book  agent  labored  hard  to  sell 
us  a  work  on  the  above  subject,  in  which  the  writer 
poured  forth  his  venom  against  "education,  knowl- 
edge, learning,  schools,  colleges,"  etc.,  etc.  We 
remarked  that  the  author's  premises  were  wrong, 
and,  although  the  work  showed  that  he  was  a 
gifted  and  learned  man  himself,  yet  his  conclusions 
were  all  wrong.  The  work  was  a  failure.  How  of- 
ten have  we  been  disappointed  in  listening  to  ser- 
mons on  the  same  topic!  There  always  will  be  a 
disappointment  when  the  speaker  or  writer  as- 
sumes it  as  a  fact  that  knowledge  is  wisdom.  There 
may  be  two  men,  the  one  possessing  a  large  store 
of  knowledge,  and  the  other  may  possess  a  very 
limited  store,  and  neither  of  them  be  wise,  while 
two  others,  possessing  equal  gifts,  may  be  exceed- 

Knowledge  is  not  wisdom,  but  it  is  a  power  in  a 
wise  man's  hands.  Permit  a  quotation  from  Cow- 
per: 

"  Knowledi^.-  and  -.^isdorn,  far  from  being  one, 
Have  ofltimes  no  connection.    Knowledge  dwells 
In  heads  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own. 
Knowledge,  a  rude,  unprofitable  mass, 
The  mere  materials  with  which  wisdom  builds, 
Till  smoothed,  and  squared,  and  fitted  to  its  place. 
Does  but  encumber  whom  it  seems  to  enrich. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  has  learned  so  much; 
Wisdom  is  humble  that  he  knows  no  more." 

How  true  these  lines!  They  are  worth  their 
weight  in  gold  to  all  fops.  "  Wisdom  has  been  de- 
fined to  be  'the  use  of  the  best  means  for  attaining 
the  best  ends.' " — Webster.  Wisdom  always  implies 
a  certain  degree  of  knowledge;  but  it  also  implies 
a  proper  use  of  knowledge  in  choosing  the  best 
means  to  accomplish  the  best  ends. 

What,  then,  is  "worldly  wisdom?"  To  know 
what  are  the  best  means  to  attain  the  best  ends  is 
a  prerogative  that  belongs  to  God  only.  All  those 
best  ends,  as  well  as  those  best  means  to  attain 
said  ends,  God  has  revealed  unto  us  in  his  Word. 
All  true  sciences  are  from  God.  When  we  have  a 
correct  knowledge  of  them,  and  then  use  them  as 


a  means  to  become  acquainted  with  the  best  means 
to  attain  the  best  ends,  as  revealed  in  the  "Books  " 
of  God,  they  are  heavenly,  and  not  worldly.  We 
use  the  term  books  in  the  sense  of  Rev.  20:  12. 
"And  the  books  were  opened."  Man  is  a  com- 
pound being;  and  if  he  employs  his  powers  ac- 
cording to  what  seemeth  good  in  his  own  eyes,  he 
is  worldly.  If  his  ends  are  for  this  life  only,  no 
difference  how  wise  he  may  be  in  choosing  the 
best  means  to  attain  the  best  ends,  he  has  but 
worldly  wisdom.  We  do  not  emphasize  the  word 
only  for  naught.  "  Godliness  has  promise  of  the 
life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  I 
Tim.  4:  8.  God  has  devised  the  best  means  to  at- 
tain the  best  ends  of  both  these  lives.  All  knowl- 
edge, and  all  wisdom,  employed  to  this  end,  are 
heavenly,  not  worldly.  If  I  have  a  knowledge  of 
language  to  that  extent  that  I  can  understand  the 
Bible  when  I  read  it,  and  then  read  it  to  under- 
stand it  and  obey  it,  such  knowledge  is  not  world- 
ly. If  I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  science  of  arith- 
metic, to  that  extent  that  I  can  solve  all  the  prob- 
lems of  Addition,  Subtraction,  Multiplication,  Di- 
vision, Compound  Numbers,  Interest,  Profit  and 
Loss,  etc.,  etc.,  contained  in  the  Bible,  and  then 
aim  to  profit  by  them  as  God  wills,  all  such  knowl- 
edge and  wisdom  are  not  worldly.  So  we  might 
say  of  all  true  sciences.  Christ  once  said,  "The 
children  of  this  world  are  in  their  generation  wiser 
than  the  children  of  light."  Luke  16:  8.  But 
their  wisdom  is  worldly.  They  employ  all  possi- 
ble means  to  attain  the  best  ends  of  this  life  only. 
They  are  indeed  wise,  but  their  wisdom  is  of  this 
wotld.  Yea,  not  only  their  wisdom,  but  they 
themselves  are  worldly.  Others  may  have  the 
same  powers  of  body  and  mind,  and  may  have 
the  same  kind  and  degree  of  knowledge,  yet  neither 
they,  their  knowledge  nor  their  wisdom,  are  world- 
The  first  employ  all  for  self  and  time  only. 
The  latter  more;  they  employ  for  time  and  heaven. 
They  employ  their  all  for  the  good  of  all,  and  for 
the  glory  and  honor  of  God,  and  all  according  to 
God's  will.  Whether  little  or  much,  all  their 
wledge  and  wisdom  are  heavenly.  So  the  Bi 
ble  teaches.  If  all  those  who  oppose  education 
d  knowledge  would  labor  in  this  line,  how  much 
Die  good  might  be  accomplished!  The  "if  I 
tit,  you  dare  not"  theory  would  then  vanish. 
Hartville,  Ohio. 


THE  MINISTERIAL  MEETINQ  FOR  NORTHWESTERN 
KANSAS  AND  NORTHERN  COLORADO. 

BY  B.  B    WHITMER. 

This  meeting  was  held  in  the  North  Solomon 
church  April  23,  1896.  After  devotional  exercises 
the  meeting  was  organized  by  electing  Bro.  S.  M. 
Goughenour,  of  Longmont,  Colorado,  Moderator, 
Bro.  G.  M.  Throne,  of  Maple  Grove  church,  Nor- 
ton County,  Reading  Clerk,  and  B.  B.  Whitmer,  of 
Quinter,  Kans.,  Writing  Clerk.  The  meeting  was 
characterized  throughout  with  great  interest  mani- 
fested by  all  the  participants  and  others.  Not  one 
word  was  said  to  mar  the  peace  of  the  meeting,  or 
of  any  one  present,  but  love  and  union  pervaded 
throughout.  The  following  topics  were  on  the 
programme  for  discussion: 

First  Topic— Explanation  on  Acts  20:  34,  35.— 
Pro  and  con. 

DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  After  the  fall,  God  decreed  that  man  should 
have  a  calling  or  occupation  in  life. 

2.  Man  deserves  remuneration  for  needed  ser- 
vices properly  rendered. 

3.  When  Paul  called  the  elders  together  at  Ephe- 
sus,  he  warned  them  of  grievous  wolves  that  would 
enter  after  his  departure. 

4.  The  wolf  is  not  satisfied  with  sucking  the 
blood,  but  wants  all  the  carcass. 

5.  Paul's  own  /lands  administered  unto  his  wards. 
The  strong  should  support  the  weak. 

6.  "  If  I  Have  sown  unto  you  spiritual  things  is  it  a 
great  thing  if  I  reap  of  your  carnal  things."  (Covet 
no  maris  silver  or  gold.)  The  laborer  is  wor- 
thy of  his  hire.    (Give  freely.) 


7.  "  I  have  used  none  of  these,  neither  have  I 
said  that  it  should  be  so  done  unto  me."  (pauj 
spoke  by  inspiration.) 

8.  We  should  avoid  extremes  in  giving,  as 
well  as  in  receiving.  Covet  not!  The  great  end 
and  aim  in  view  should  be  equality. 

Second  Topic— What  is  the  Signification  of  the 
Prayer-covering? 

DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  Power  on  one  side;  subjection  on  the  other 
side.  Power  because  of  the  angels.  This  power 
is  from  on  high.  Angels  have  been  termed  sons 
of  God.     (Definition  from  Greek.) 

2.  Woman  being  first  in  the  transgression,  hence 
she  was  first  in  the  fall.  Her  heel  shall  bruise  the 
serpent's  head.    The  promise  of  rise. 

3.  Woman  acted  in  the  great  drama  of  bring- 
ing into  the  world  a  Redeemer, — the  Christ. 

4.  The  promise  made  to  the  woman  was  re- 
newed in  Abraham  and  perfected  in  the  Blessed 
Virgin. 

5  Man  did  not  have  part  in  perfecting  the  great 
plan  of  salvation.  Woman  did  through  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

6.  Man  received  his  life  from  God;  woman  re- 
ceived her  life  from  the  man  through  God. 

7.  Woman  being  restored  to  pristine  sphere  now, 
should  show  a  sign  of  subordination  to  her  head, 
which  is  her  husband.  This  sign  has,  as  its  sig- 
nificance, the  covering  of  the  head  in  prayer  as  a 
mark  of  subjection  to  her  husband. 

Third  Topic — What  are  the  Factors  of  a  Pros- 
perous church,  and  how  Obtained? 

,     DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  Factors  are  agents  or  substitutes.  Every 
member  should  become  a  factor  in  this  important 
matter. 

2.  Each  officer  in  each  local  church  should  be  a 
factor.  We  must  not  only  theorize  but  come  to 
practical  work  and  that  in  love. 

3.  Duty  of  elders  to  give  counsel  in  love  and 
thus  encourage  the  flock  to  make  greater  sacrifices 
and  more  heart-felt  consecrations  to  God  and  th- 
work  of  the  church. 

4.  Each  individual  member  should  be  impressed 
with  the  great  responsibility  resting  upon  him  or 
her,  to  aid  in  making  the  work  of  the  church  a 
success. 

5.  The  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  man  in  the 
heart  should  be  a  conspicuous  characteristic  in 
every  individual  member  of  the  church. 

Fourth  Topic — Our  Sisters,  Their  Responsibili- 
ties and  Their  Duties  and  Privileges  in  the  Differ- 
ent Lines  of  Church  Work. 

DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  We  look  to  them  to  do  the  great  mother  work 
of  the  church  in  bringing  up  the  children,  and 
training  their  tender  hearts  for  future  usefulness 
in  the  church. 

2.  They  should  frequently  be  selected  by  the 
church  to  serve  on  visits,  and  especially  to  sisters. 
They  can  wield  a  strong  power  to  bring  about 
peace. 

3.  They  can  wield  a  great  power  in  fervency  of 
prayer,  more  especially  in  family  prayer,  and  thus 
draw  the  children's  hearts  by  their  tender  appeals. 

4.  They  can  greatly  lessen  the  burdens  of  their 
husbands  by  assisting  them  in  their  various  lines 
and  duties  in  church  work,  as  well  as  by  encourag- 
ing them  in  every  way  possible. 

5.  Their  labors  with  the  infant  class  in  Sunday 
school  are  indispensable. 

6.  They  should  receive  more  encouragement  to 
engage  in  actual  church  and  Sunday  school  work. 

Fifth  Topic— Why  I  Belong  to  the  Church  of 
the  Brethren. 

DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  Because  it  is  based  on  the  perfect  law  of  lib- 
erty, and  grants  liberty  to  me  to  obey  the  whole 
law. 

2.  Because  it  separates  from  the  world  and  de- 
nies us  not  one  thing  that  God  requires  of  us  or 
that  we  need. 
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3.  Because  its  government  is  based  upon  the 
Bible. 

4.  Because  she  takes  care  of  her  poor. 

5.  Because  of  its  peculiarities  in  all  lines  of 
church  work  are  to  be  measured  by  the  Bible  only. 

6.  Because  the  Lord  led  me  to  her  by  his  Word 
of  Truth. 

7.  Because  there  is  salvation  in  her. 

8.  Because  she  observes  all  the  commandments 
of  Jesus. 

g.  Because  it  leads  us  away  from  the  king- 
doms of  this  world. 

10.  Because  all  its  teachings  are  based  on  the 
Bible,  and  hence  infallibly  safe. 

Sixth  Topic. — The  Sunday  school. — Its  Aim, 
Literature,  and  how  to  be  Used. 

DEDUCTIONS. 

1.  Its  aim  is  to  teach  the  Bible  to  all.  This  in- 
cludes ourselves,  our  children,  our  neighbors  and 
their  children,  orphan  children,  vagrant  children 
from  the  streets  and  suburbs. 

2.  To  lead  all  mankind  to  the  Bible. 

3.  To  teach  all  mankind  to  love  the  Bible. 

4  To  teach  all  mankind  to  reverence  the  Bible 
and  hence  hold  its  commands  sacred. 

5.  To  impress  us  to  love  God  more,  yea,  above 
all. 

6.  To  impress  us  to  love  our  fellow  men  as  we 
love  ourselves. 

7.  To  save  souls  and  thus  gather  sheaves  into 
the  garner  of  the  Lord. 

8.  Its  literature  should  be  the  Bible. 

9.  Its  teachings  should  be  based  strictly  on  Bi- 
ble doctrine. 

10.  Nothing  should  be  taught  that  would  lead 
to  an  ignoring  of  the  commands  of  the  Bible.  If 
possible,  all  teachers  should  be  live  Christians. 
The  Superintendent  should  have  his  whole  heart 
in  the  work  and  be  an  ensample  for  others  of  the 
school  to  pattern  after.  He  should  urge  the  ne- 
cessity of  all  teachers  under  his  care  to  have  each 
lesson   carefully    prepared.     The    children    should 

jjiU  taught  that  it  is  the  true  worth  of  merit  only 

nihat  can  properly  be  termed  merit. 
QuinUr,  Kans. 


THIS   GOSPEL   IwlElSSBITOElK,. 

Christ  said,  "It  is  impossible  but  that  offences 
ill  come,  but  woe  unto  him  through  whom 
they  come.  It  were  better  for  him  that  a  mill- 
stone were  hanged  about  his  neck  and  he  be  cast 
into  the  sea,  than  that  he  should  offend  one  of 
these  little  ones." 
Louisville,  Ohio. 

FISHERS  OF  MEN. 

Four  of  the  men  who  became  apostles,  if  not 
more,  were  fishermen  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  They 
were  Peter  and  his  brother  Andrew,  and  the  broth- 
ers James  and  John.  Fishing  was  the  business  by 
which  they  made  their  living.  They  had  boats 
and  nets,  and  followed  regularly  this  pursuit.  It 
was  not  a  very  refined,  but  a  strictly  honest  busi- 
ness; and  while  they  led  this  somewhat  rough  life, 
they  were  men  of  sound  integrity  and  truest  worth. 
One  day  Jesus  came  along  where  Peter  and  An- 
drew were  casting  a  net  into  the  sea,  and  he 
called  to  them  saying,  "  Follow  me,  and  I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men."  They  immediately 
obeyed  the  call,  and  followed  Jesus.  A  little  far- 
ther on  he  saw  John  and  James,  with  their  father, 
in  a  ship,  mending  their  nets.  He  called  to  them 
also,  and  they  at  once  left  their  father,  the  nets 
and  the  ship,  and  followed  after  Jesus.  In  due 
time  all  these  men  became  apostles  of  the  Lord, 
and  their  names  now  stand  among  the  most  hon- 
ored of  all  the  world's  history. 

And  so  the  voice  of  the  Master  still  comes  to 
men,  calling  them  to  engage  in  his  special  service 
of  winning  souls.  To  young  men  and  young  lads 
in  the  schools  and  colleges,  to  others  in  the  shop, 
in  the  factory,  or  the  field,  and  especially  in  our  day 
to  the  young  women  as  well,  Jesus  calls,  bidding 
them  to  become  ministers  of  the  Word  at  home,  or 
missionaries  in  the  field  abroad.  The  greatest  of 
all  callings  to  which  any  one  can  be  summoned  is 
that  of  gathering  in  souls  for  Jesus.  If  to-day, 
dear  young  reader,  he  is  calling  you,  hear  his  voice 
gladly,  and  obey  him  as  quickly  and  as  perfectly 
as  did  the  fishermen  of  Galilee. 


HONOR  vs.  FOLLY. 


BY  GEO.  S.  GRIM. 


"It  is  an  honour  for  a  man  to  cease  from  strife:  but  every 
fool  will  be  meddling." — Prov.  20:  3. 

All  Scripture  is  the  truth.  Some  Scriptures 
strike  with  greater  force  and  power  in  giving  the 
truth,  because  of  their  application  to  men  in  their 
condition.  The  above  quotation  from  the  Prov- 
erbs is  one  that  strikes  people  of  observation  and 
experience  with  force.  How  often  is  a  strife  en- 
tered into  and  continued  from  time  to  time  be- 
tween two  parties  because  some  one  else  is  med- 
dling into  it?  At  last  this  may  result  injuriously 
and  fatally,  just  because  these  two  parties  are  med- 
dled with. 

"The  beginning  of  strife  is  as  when  one  letteth 
out  water;  therefore  leave  off  contention  before  it 
be  meddled  with."  Prov.  17:  14.  The  meddler, 
who  is  the  cause  of  this  strife,  generally  com- 
mences with  little  things,  but  the  grievance  burns 
like  fire,  and  gets  larger  and  larger,  and  more  de- 
structive as  it  continues  to  get  larger,  until  it 
sweeps  everything  in  its  course. 

The  meddler  is  not  at  rest  until  there  is  more 
mischief  done,  and  is  not  fully  satisfied  until  the 
downfall  of  its  victim  is  accomplished.  Offenses 
would  not  cause  so  much  trouble,  pain  and  sor- 
row, if  it  were  not  that  some  one  else  has  been 
meddling  and  fomenting  a  strife.  So  it  has  been 
in  the  past,  and  so  it  will  be  in  the  future,  both 
between  individual  parties  and  between  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth.  Great  calamities  and  the  down- 
fall of  nations  and  empires  has  come  to  pass  be- 
cause  some  meddler  was  seeking  gratification  for 
himself,  —  fame,  popularity,  and  great  worldly 
Power  and  authority,  which  did  not  belong  to  him. 
As  a  result,  contention,  strife,  war  and  bloodshed 
a«  the  inevitable  doom. 


"  A  bright  woman  in  California  used  to  speak  of 
her  pastor  as  a  man  who  had  '  a  great  respect  for 
the  things  he  intended  to  do.'  There  are  a  good 
many  people  in  the  world  to  whom  the  same  lan- 
guage might  properly  be  applied.  They  did  noth- 
ing worth  mentioning  yesterday,  and  are  doing 
nothing  to-day;  but  if  you  will  only  hear  them  tell 
it,  they  mean  to  accomplish  wonders  to-morrow. 
Alas  for  such  dreamers  of  dreams!  The  future 
will  be  as  the  past  has  been." 


"There  are  three  things  done  for  man  which 
are  absolute,  unconditional  and  universal,— first, 
we  live;  second,  we  die;  and  third,  we  shall  be 
raised  from  the  dead.  As  to  these  we  are  not  con- 
sulted." 


-s-THE  i  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOLS 

LESSON  LIOHT-FLASHES. 
Jesus  Teaching  In  the  Temple.— Luke  20:  9-19. 

(Lesson  for  May  24,  /Sg6.) 

The  lesson  of  to-day  is  founded  on  a  parable, 
and  this  parable  is  founded  on  a  very  common 
scene  in  the  days  of  Christ,  and  not  uncommon 
even  to-day.  On  passing  down  through  Palestine, 
during  our  late  tour,  we  saw  many  vineyards  along 
the  hillsides  and  by  the  way.  In  these  we  noticed 
the  towers  built  of  stone,  some  of  them  as  old, 
possibly,  as  these  parables.  These  were  built  and 
perpetuated  for  the  very  same  purpose  as  in  the 
days  of  Christ.  In  these  were  stationed  the  watch- 
ers, whose  duty  it  was  to  watch  the  fruit  and  see 
that  it  was  not  carried  away  or  destroyed.  These 
were  responsible  positions,  and  those  in  charge 
were  expected  to  be  faithful  to  the  trust  imposed 
upon  them. 

The  structures  were  built  after  the  tower  shape, 
some  six  feet  in  diameter,  and  from  eight  to  ten 
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feet  high.  In  the  sides  were  loop-holes,  enabling 
the  watchman  to  see  all  over  the  vineyard  without 
being  observed  from  without.  They  were  rude  in 
construction,  as  everything  is  there,  but  substan- 
tial, and  they  looked  as  if  they  might  have  faced 
the  storms  of  centuries.  In  some  of  them  the 
wine  press  of  Matt.  23:  33,  and  the  winefat  of 
Mark  12:  1,  are  still  to  be  seen.  They  are  parts 
of  the  same  thing.  The  wine  press,  the  place  in 
which  the  grapes  are  put  to  be  crushed,  by  tramp- 
ing with  the  feet,  and  juice  or  wine  pressed  out, 
is  on  top,  while  underneath  is  the  winefat  (or  vat) 
into  which  the  juice  runs  from  the  press. 

These  are  the  conditions,  as  we  have  them  in  the 
parable,  and  as  we  see  them  in  the  same  country 
and  on  the  same  hills.  After  the  passing  away  of 
over  eighteen  hundred  years,  they  come  to  us  as 
wonderful  witnesses  of  the  truthfulness  of  Bible 
story. 

A  certain  man, — not  at  all  important  who  this 
man  was  in  the  vineyard,  but  very  evident  who  he 
is  in  the  vineyard, — planted  a  vineyard  and  let  it 
forth  to  husbandmen.  Then  he  took  a  journey  in- 
to a  far  country.  In  this,  the  first  part,  wc  have 
two  parties.  The  first  is  to  represent  God;  the 
second,  the  Israelites  or  the  Jews.  For  them  the 
Lord  hedged  about  a  vineyard,  made  them  a  sepa- 
rate and  favored  people,  giving  them  all  that  was 
needful  to  make  them  a  glorious  people,  and  gave 
them  most  precious  promises.  After  having  made 
everything  fully  ready,  he  let  it  out  to  the  hands 
of  husbandmen,  the  priests  of  his  people  who 
were  to  lake  charge,  care  for  it  and,  at  the  proper 
time,  have  ready  the  tithe  of  the  fruitage.  Then 
he  sends  one  of  his  servants  (one  of  the  prophets) 
for  the  fruit.  Him  they  beat  and  sent  away  empty. 
Again  he  sends  another  servant,  up  to  the  third 
one.  All  were  badly  treated  and  sent  away  with- 
out fruit.  After  this  he  sends  his  own  beloved 
Son,— the  Christ— and  when  they  saw  him  they 
said,  "  This  is  the  heir.  Come,  let  us  kill  him,  that 
the  inheritance  may  be  ours!"  And  him  they 
killed.  Now  the  question  is,  What  will  the  land- 
lord do  to  these  ungrateful  and  cruel  husbandmen? 
The  answer  is  very  easy  and  plain.  He  will  de- 
stroy them  and  give  the  vineyard  to  others.  This 
would  be  a  very  natural  thing  for  the  Lord  to  do, 
and  they  all  gave  assent.  And  yet  it  brought  the 
penalty  down  upon  their  own  heads,  as  this  was 
the  people  that  had  given,  most  fully,  the  material 
for  the  parable,  which  was  hurled  into  their  teeth. 

What  mean  and  merciless  beings  these  Jews 
were,  we  are  all  ready  to  say,  and  they  certainly 
were  most  despicable  in  their  persistent  highhanded- 
ness against  Christ,  as  the  Father's  Son.  How 
completely  they  judged  themselves  and  made  out 
their  own  sentences! 

But  while  this  lesson  most  pointedly  condemned 
the  Jews  and  especially  their  leaders,  what  mes- 
sage has  it  for  us? 

After  these  unworthy  husbandmen  were  cast 
out  and  the  vineyard  given  to  others,  who  are  the 
"others?"  And  how  much  better  are  they  doing? 
And,  supposing  that  we  be  their  successors,  how 
are  we  doing?  Are  we  handing  over  the  fruitage 
as  the  calls  are  made  for  it?  In  a  more  extended 
form  we  have,  in  this,  a  repetition  of  the  lessons  of 
"The  Pounds,"  "The  Rich  Man,"  and  "The 
Steward."  They  all  appeal  to  our  honor  and  sense 
of  right  doing.  What  we  all  must  feel,  day  by 
day,  is  that  we  are  workers  for  the  Lord,  that  he 
has  entrusted  to  us  the  care  of  his  church  and  peo- 
ple and  that  on  our  faithfulness  depends  the  sal- 
vation of  the  world.  It  is  a  faithful,  a  true  saying, 
and  worthy  of  universal  acceptation,  that  Christ 
Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  If  such 
was  his  mission,  and  that  mission  has  been  en- 
trusted to  us,  where  do  we  stand  to-day  in  our 
sphere  of  duty?  Are  we  not  doing,  as  did  these 
Jews, — using  some  of  his  servants  shamefully,  and 
the  loving  Christ  still  worse?  Tiese  are  some  of 
the  lessons  we  are  to  get  for  ourselves  and  teach  to 
others.  They  are  simple,  yet  come  so  close  home 
to  us  that  we  cannot  help  but  feel  their  application 
and  force. 


H.  B. 
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LIFE  MOSAIC. 

Master,  to  do  great  work  for  thee  my  hand 
Is  far  too  weak!     Thou  givest  what  may  suit, — 
Some  little  chips  to  cut  with  care  minute, 

Or  tint,  or  grave,  or  polish.     Others  stand 

before  their  quarried  marble,  fair  and  grand, 
And  make  a  life-work  of  the  great  design 
Which  thou  hast  traced;  or  many  skilled  combine 

To  build  vast  temples  gloriously  planned; 

Yet  take  the  tiny  stones  which  I  have  wrought, 

Just  one  by  one,  as  they  were  given  by  thee, 

Not  knowing  what  came  next  in  thy  wise  thought, 

Set  each  stone  by  thy  master-hand  of  grace; 

From  the  Mosaic  as  thou  wilt  for  me, 
And  in  thy  temple  pavement  give  it  place. 

— Frances  Ridley  Havergal. 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHER. 

BY   JAMES   Q.   HELMAN. 

There  has  been  much  already  said,  through 
the  columns  of  the  Messenger,  in  regard  to  the 
Sunday  school  teacher.  Much  more  might  still 
be  said  along  this  line  of  work. 

Next  to  the  Superintendent,  the  teacher  is  an 
important  factor  in  the  work.  How  very  much  de- 
pends upon  this  factor!  If  he  is  enthusiastic  in 
the  work,  he  will  soon  see  the  same  spirit  mani- 
fested in  his  class.  If  he  is  indifferent  he  will  al- 
so see  in  his  class  the  same  spirit  of  indiffer- 
ence. They  will  soon  get  in  late  and  occasionally 
fail  to  be  present  at  all.  Who  is  to  blame?  In 
part  the  teacher;  for  not  making  the  class  so  in- 
teresting that  all  would  not  rather  be  present  than 
absent.  The  new  and  great  idea,  which,  of  late,  is 
emphasized  in  our  day  school  work,  should  also 
be  the  leading  motive  in  our  Sunday  school  work 
with  the  teacher,— getting  the  pupil  to  think  for 
himself. 

The  teacher  who  has  accomplished  this,  has 
gained  far  more  than  if  he  has  explained  the  en- 
tire lesson.  The  question  is,  How  can  I  best  cre- 
ate an  interest  in  the  Sunday  school  class?  By 
simply  laying  down  the  Testament  after  the  lesson 
is  read,  and  delivering  a  lecture  on  the  Scripture 
lesson? 

The  dullest  recitation  I  ever  attended,  was  one 
conducted  in  such  a  way.  After  the  lesson  was 
read,  the  teacher  (who  was  a  transient  one)  threw 
his  book  upon  the  seat  and  began  to  explain  the 
entire  lesson,  and,  to  do  him  justice,  he  had  the 
lesson  well  prepared  and  gave  a  good  recital,  but 
I  must  say,  the  class,  for  the  most  part,  were  idly 
watching  the  other  classes,  and  were  not  much  in- 
terested in  their  own  recitation. 

No,  we  think  the  better  way  is  for  the  teacher 
to  do  as  little  explaining  as  possible.  Get  the  pu- 
pils to  express  their  views.  The  teacher  should 
ask  question  after  question.  He  should  not  say 
when  the  lesson  is  read,  "  Does  any  one  have  a 
question  on  the  first  verse?    If_not  wc  will  pass  on 


to  the  next.  No,  the  teacher  should  ask  all  the 
questions  he  thinks  prudent,  and  then  give  the 
same  privilege  to  the  class.  But  do  not  forget 
this  does  not  exempt  the  teacher  from  a  thorough 
preparation  of  the  lesson,  for  if  he  has  a  wide- 
awake class  he  will  be  frequently  called  upon  by 
its  members  to  give  his  opinion,  which  he  always 
should  be  prepared  to  do.  Do  not  confine  your 
talk  to  one  or  two  members  of  the  class,  neither 
allow  one  or  two  to  do  all  the  answering  of  ques- 
tions. Require  all  to  express  their  minds.  Avoid 
all  disputing  and  arguing  by  calling  their  minds 
to  the  thought. 

We,  too,  should  use  courtesy  in  addressing  the 
individual  members  of  the  class,  always  using  the 
title  brother  or  sister,  as  the  case  may  be,  when 
speaking  to  the  members  of  the  class.  Respect 
your  class  and  they,  in  turn,  will  show  the  same  re- 
spect to  you.  I  never  should  address  the  mem- 
bers of  the  class  by  their  given  name.  It  is  not 
considered  good  breeding.  Be  sure  to  pay  spe- 
cial attention,  whi  never  you  meet  any  of  your 
class,  let  it  be  where  it  may. 

Always  make  it  a  point  to  introduce  your  reci- 
tation in  some  interesting  manner,  to  show  your 
class  that  you  are  prepared.  Speak  of  the  central 
truth,  or  the  subject  matter  contained  in  the  lesson. 
Always  make  the  spiritual  applications  as  you  pro- 
ceed with  the  lesson.  Try,  in  every  case,  to  im- 
plant in  their  minds  the  true  doctrine  of  the  Gospel, 
as  we  find  it.  Give  gentle  reproofs  along  the  line 
of  inconsistencies,  but  let  it  be  mild  and  from  a 
heart  of  love.  Make  the  lesson  as  practical  as 
the  nature  will  admit  of. 

The  teacher  should  always  maintain  a  standing 
position  before  his  class,  and  that,  too,  without 
one  foot  upon  the  seat,  or  a  resting  position  of  any 
kind.  See  to  your  own  person,  that  there  is  noth- 
ing about  you  unbecoming  a  Christian.  No  jewel- 
ry of  any  kind  should  be  displayed  before  the 
class,  so  that  it  would  be  embarrassing  for  you  to 
make  the  applications  of  several  noted  Scriptures. 

I  think,  too,  that  gloves,  or  other  coverings  on 
the  hands  should  be  removed,  as,  spiritually  speak- 
ing, it  is  inconsistent  to  handle  the  Scriptures  with 
gloves  on.  But  above  all,  let  us  practice  what  we 
preach,  and  let  each  teacher,  upon  taking  charge 
of  a  Sunday  school  class,  stop  and  reflect  upon  the 
great  obligation  and  responsibility  resting  upon 
him,  when  he  assumes  this  charge. 
Union  City,  Ind. 


BY  JACOB  RIFE. 

My  kind  young  friends,  there  was  a  time  when 
nature  mellowed  into  spring,  when  winter  arose 
from  her  wintry  grave,  clothed  in  universal  buoy- 
ancy, but  you  joyed  not  with  her  because  you  had 
no  being. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  vernal  groves  be- 
came vocal  with  the  melody  of  returning  birds, 
but  you  were  not  enchanted  by  the  winged  choir, 
because  you  had  no  being. 

There  was  a  time  when  the  bubbling  streamlets 
wandered  through  the  plain,  tendering  a  silver 
breast  to  the  thirsty,  but  not  for  you,  for  then  you 
were  not. 

There  was  a  time  when  refreshing  showers  re- 
invested fields  and  meadows  with  attractive  verd- 
ure, and  reanimated  drooping  nature,  but  you 
partook  not  of  the  general  revivification,  for  then 
you  had  no  being. 

But  now  spring  may  spread  beauty  abroad;  now 
groves  may  caress  a  joyous  anthem,  now  the  crys- 
tal brook  may  invite  you  to  partake  of  its  re- 
freshing draughts,  now  nature  may  revive  from  the 
languor  of  a  drought,  and  you  partake  in  them  all 
because  you  have  a  being. 

Whence  is  that  being?  From  blind  chance? 
From  fate  that  bends  not?  Reason  whispers, 
"No."  The  dignity  of  thy  nature  says,  "No."  It 
is  from  God,— from  him  whose  plastic  hands 
formed  our  great  progenitor  from  obedient  earth, 
and  inspired  him   with  a   living  soul.     He  is  thy 
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Creator.  What  joy  should  that  excite 
youthful  breast;  and  whilst  others,  as  trans 
life  as  yourself,  leave  upon  these  pages  mementos' 
of  affection,— traces  to  foster  your  remembrance 
of  them,— suffer  me  to  inscribe  on  these  leaves  a 
memento  worthy  of  your  attention  in  the  morning 
noon  and  evening  of  your  life: — "Remember  thy 
Creator."  He  has  tokens  given  of  himself.  The 
fruitful  earth,  the  vast  expanse,  the  shining  heav- 
ens, the  whirling  tempest,  the  growling  thunder 
speak  to  you  of  him. 

Remember  him,  then,  now  in  your  youth,  while 
your  heart  is  capable  of  tender  sensibilities,  while 
you  can  easily  be  incited  to  obedience  to  him,  by 
all  the  motives  which  he  so  tenderly  addressed  to 
you, — now  while  the  fascinations  of  the  evil  world 
are  around  you, — while  none  but  he  can  lead  you 
safe. 

Remember  him  when  your  path  lies  through  the 
regions  of  prosperity;  when  new  and  dear  relations 
twine  around  you. 

Remember  him  when  the  days  of  dreariness  and 
trouble  come;  when  professions  of  friendship  wither 
around  you;  when,  in  the  solitude  of  maturer  years, 
the  joyous  attendants  of  your  youth  have  passed 
away.  Remember  him  when  the  isolated  hour  of 
sickness  and  death  encircles  you.  Let  his  love, 
his  goodness  and  his  mercy  live  unceasingly  in 
your  memory.  Let  them  stimulate  you  to  obey 
his  Son,  that  joy  in  time,  peace  in  death,  and  hap- 
piness in  heaven  may  be  yours. 

Accept,  my  kind  young  friends,  this  short  epistle 
from  one  who  has  passed  through  the  spring  time 
of  life,  who  has  endured  the  toils  of  summer,  with 
its  pleasures  and  has  culled  the  fruits  of  autumn. 
Now,  in  the  regions  of  the  winter  of  life,  he  is  nei- 
ther forsaken  of  God,  nor  abandoned  by  man.  At 
no  great  distance  he  sees  the  dawn  of  a  new  day,— 
the  first  of  a  spring  that  shall  be  eternal.  It  is  ad- 
vancing to  meet  me.  I  shall  embrace  it.  Wel- 
come, welcome,  eternal  spring! 

Boston,  Ind. 

" '  1  have  seen  young  people,'  observes  Hon.  E. 
Morse, 'who  were  fearful  that  they  would  not  "« 
appreciated.  I  tell  you,  young  man  or  young 
woman,  you  couldn't  make  a  greater  mistake  than 
that.  The  world  will  size  you  up  about  right,  and 
you  will  pass  for  about  what  you  are.  In  this 
favored  land  of  ours,  industry,  ability  and  virtue 
carry  in  their  hand  the  sure  prestige  of  victory 
and  success.  If  you  drink  and  smoke  and  go  with 
bad  company,  you  won't  amount  to  anything. 
Good  character,  industry,  ability  and  application, 
are  of  more  consequence  to  success  than  fam- 
ily birth  or  blood.1" 


"Phillips  Brooks  says,  'By  the  side  of  every 
young  man,  just  entering  life,  there  stands  the 
Christ,  saying,  Be  pure,  be  strong,  be  independent; 
rejoice  in  me  and  my  appreciation.  Serve  the 
world,  but  do  not  be  the  servant  of  the  world. 
Make  the  world  your  servant,  by  helping  the 
world  in  every  way  in  which  you  can  minister 
to  its  life.  Be  brave,  be  strong,  be  manly  by 
strength.'  These  words  coming  from  this  great 
man  are  full  of  deepest  meaning  and  worthy  of 
our  sincere  consideration." 


"A  contemporary  uses  this  homely  but  forcible 
illustration:  'Fill  a  kettle  with  water,  close  the 
mouth  and  put  it  on  the  stove;  in  a  few  moments 
it  will  be  singing.  Put  the  same  amount  of  water 
in  an  open  pan,  and  you  will  grow  weary  waiting 
for  it  to  boil;  it  presents  too  broad  a  surface  to  the 
cold  air,  The  reason  it  takes  so  long  to  bring 
some  churches  to  a  revival  point  is  because  they 
present  too  broad  a  surface  to  the  cold  atmosphere 
of  worldly  society.'  " 

"  It  is  no  disgrace  to  work,  if  the  work  is  hon- 
orable. We  have  ten  times  more  respect  for  the 
servant  or  housekeeper  who  does  her  work  hon- 
estly and  well  than  for  the  poor,  mincing,  would- 
be  lady  who  lounges  about,  reads  novels  an 
fondles  a  dainty  lap-dog." 
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Theke  is  no  unbelief; 

Whoever  plants  a  seed  beneath  the  sod 

And  waits  to  see  it  push  away  the  clod, 

He  trusts  in  God. 
Whoever  says  when  clouds  are  in  the  sky, 
"  Be  patient,  heart;  light  breaketh  by  and  by," 

Trusts  the  Most  High. 
Whoever  sees,  'neath  winter's  field  of  snow, 
The  silent  harvest  of  the  future  grow, 

God's  power  must  keep. 
Whoever  lies  down  on  his  couch  to  sleep. 
Content  to  lock  each  sense  in  slumber  deep, 

Knows  God  will  keep. 

— Edward  Bulwer  Lytto) 


found  out  what  was  intended  they  locked  the 
women  up,  and  all  efforts  to  obtain  access  to  them 
were  in  vain. 

The  Hindu  papers  have  lately  animadverted  on 
Pandita  Ramabai  for  having  allowed  twelve  of  the 
widows  in  her  Home  to  become  Christians.  Would 
it  not  be  better  for  our  Indian  fellow-subjects  to 
turn  their  attention  to  such  plague  spots  as  this  at 
Bindraban  where  Hindu  widows  are  being  driven  to 
destruction  at  such  a  fearful  rate,  rather  to  concern 
themselves  about  a  dozen  having  become  Chris- 
tians? They  can  easily  satisfy  themselves  that  this 
dozen  are  at  least  living  wholesome  lives,  and  are 
ig  trained  to  be  useful  to  their  own  country- 
len  in  the  future. —  The  Bombay  Guardian. 


GOOD  DISCIPLINE. 


BY   J. 


PLAQUE   SPOTS  OF   HINDUISM. 

The  following  facts  have  been  communicated  to 
us  by  one  who  has  witnessed  the  state  of  things 
here  described.  Bindraban  is  one  of  the  sacred  cit- 
ies of  the  Hindus,  a  few  miles  from  Muttra  in 
North  India. 

It  contains  many  temples  and  a  large  army  of 
priests.  The  number  of  the  latter  may  be  gathered 
from  their  own  statement  that  it  costs  one  hundred 
rupees  a  day  to  feed  the  priests  connected  with  one 
of  these  temples  only.  Hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
monkeys  and  turtles  are,  like  the  priests,  also  main- 
tained here  as  a  work  of  merit  by  the  votaries  of 
Hinduism. 

The  town  of  Bindraban  is  situated  on  the  banks 
ol  the  Jumna.  Hindus  resort  to  Bindraban  to  ob- 
rjriin  merit,  but  especially  the  widows.  Every  Hin- 
c^t,  should  go  to  some  sacred  place  if  he  wishes  to 
be  considered  pious,  but  widows  must  go. 

The  priests  make  a  rich  living  by  deceiving  the 
people.  These  priests  keep  servants  whose  busi- 
ness it  is  to  go  into  other  towns  and  induce  the 
widows  to  go  on  pilgrimage  to  Bindraban  to  obtain 
merit. 

Though  widows  have  no  freedom,  and  are 
watched  closely  by  their  relatives,  yet  they  have 
full  liberty  to  speak  with  the  priests  and  to  go  to 
the  temples. 

These  servants,  who  are  also  petty  priests,  go  and 
wait  at  the  stations  and  watch  for  the  arrival  of 
widows,  whom  they  or  their  confederates  have  in- 
duced to  make  this  pilgrimage.  They  take  them 
to  their  employers  and  explain  who  are  rich  and 
who  are  poor.  First  the  priests  ask  for  alms.  If 
five  rupees  are  offered,  they  at  once  ask  for  ten,  if 
ten  they  request  twenty;  and  so  on.  Then  if  the 
widows  say  they  have  not  much  and  have  to  sup- 
port themselves,  they  reply,  "Why!  don't  you  be- 
lieve that  if  you  give  all  your  money  away,  the 
gods  will  support  you?"  These  poor,  simple 
women  believe  the  priests  and  give  to  these  sharks 
all  they  possess. 

The  priests  support  the  elder  women  for  a  few 
months  and  then  drive  them  away,  to  make  room 
for  fresh  victims.  These  old  women  go  begging 
from  house  to  house. 

The  young  widows,  when  they  have  given  every- 
thing, are  made  by  the  priests  to  abandon  them- 
selves to  sin  for  a  living,  and  a  very  few  women 
who  refuse  this  alternative  become  servants,  and 
others  commit  suicide  or  starve  to  death. 

!n  that  small  town  there  are  usually  about  800 
widows,  and  the  same  kind  of  thing  goes  on  in  all 
these  "  sacred  "  localities. 

A"  Indian  Christian  woman  of  more  than  or- 
dinary courage  recently  visited  Bindraban,  when  six 
°i  these  poor  women  gladly  decided  to  give  up  the 
life  of  sin  into  which  they  had  been  driven,  and  ac- 
company their  benefactor,  but  when  the   priests 
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In  all  the  various  phases  of  social  life  there  is  no 
one  thing  of  more  importance  than  good  discipline. 
That  is  to  say,  proper  instructions  and  proper  train- 
ing. It  shapes  and  moulds  the  character  up  to  the 
standard  of  real  merit.  It  is  the  key-note  to  good 
government — to  peace,  harmony  and  a  prosperous 
union. 

In  our  individual  responsibilities,  if  we  have  been 
rightly  cultured,  we  so  act  as  to  impress,  in  a  favor- 
able manner,  our  associates  with  the  idea  that  we 
are  honest,  upright,  and  courteous,  and  desirous  of 
fulfilling  our  duties  to  others  and  to  the  community 
at  large  as  well  as  to  our  government.  In  short,  as 
an  associate  and  citizen,  we  fill  the  place  of  a  cul- 
tured gentleman  or  lady  in  the  true  sense.  Good 
discipline  in  the  requirement  of  the  government 
under  which  we  live,  evidences  the  fact,  that  we 
are  loyal  and  patriotic,— sincerely  devoted  to  the 
principles  of  our  government;  we  love  them,  and  in 
that  love  we  become  truly  obedient.  The  blessings 
of  a  free  country  we  enjoy;  the  penalties  of  the 
transgressor  in  no  way  hinder  us  from  a  full  frui- 
tion of  all  the  blessings  and  emoluments  of  our  in- 
heritance, coming  to  us  as  free  citizens  of  the  land. 
In  the  family  relation  those  who  are  constrained 
to  vindicate  in  their  lives  the  essential  importance 
of  good  discipline,  enjoy  to  a  corresponding  degree 
the  blessings  and  joys  of  home.  No  place  like 
home  for  parents  and  children  who  live  in  the  at- 
mosphere of  good  discipline.  The  children  require 
reproofs,  the  parents  have  no  occasion  to 
ess  or  harshness  in  their  authority.  Chil- 
;uch  families  may  develop  into  useful 
of  society,  even  should  the  head  of  the 
family  be  taken  from  them,  as  is  frequently  the 
case.  In  even  a  larger  sense,  as  members  of  the 
communities  in  which  we  live,  good  discipline  is  a 
factor  of  important  considerations. 

Applying  this  same  good  principle  to  the  church, 
its  importance  is  of  a  most  momentous 
There  is  but  one  God  and  but  one  faith  as 
ation  from  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  w 
representative  of  that  one  God.  Teach 
Gospel  does  the  will  of  God  to  man,  it  is 
ard  of  right,— the  ideal  of  perfection.  I 
source  we  get  our  instruction,  our  teaching,  our  ed- 
ucation, our  training,  our  improvements,  our  culture 
and  our  rules  of  government. 

All  these  come  under  the  head  of  discipline. 
Elihu  says  it  is  God  who  "  openeth  also  their  ears 
to  discipline,  and  commandeth  that  they  return 
from  iniquity."  Job  36.  Now  God  is  not  going  to 
open  our  ears  to  any  kind  of  instruction  or  educa- 
tion other  than  such  as  is  in  harmony  with  his  own 
nature,  but  he  will  open  the  ears  of  all  who  have 
"ears  to  hear,"  his  Word.  By  the  power  of  His 
spirit  He  can  open  the  ears  and  discipline  the 
heart, — yea  also  the  head  and  the  whole  man  can 
be  brought  into  line  with  his  commandments. 
Saul  (Paul)  closed  his  ears  to  the  Gospel  truth  but 
the  Lord  opened  them.  Then  he  became  so  fully 
disciplined  in  the  Truth  that  he  determined  to 
know  nothing  but  Christ  and  him  crucified. 

What  a  blessed  thing  for  us,  as  individual  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  a  grand  and  glorious  thing  for  the 
church,  if  we  could  all   thus   be  disciplined!    To 


glory  only  in  the  Cross  of  Christ  should  be  our  sole 

When  disciplined  by  the  Lord  through  his  Gos- 
pel law,  we  are  free  indeed, — free  to  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  and  privileges  of  a  citizen  of  the  common- 
wealth of  spiritual  Israel.  We  have  no  fears  as  re- 
gards penalties  or  restrictions.  Such  things  are 
only  for  the  rebellious.  There  are  no  restrictions 
for  the  one  "  born  of  God,"  there  is  nothing  to  re- 
strict, because  every  thought,  yea,  every  affection 
of  the  heart  is  at  full  liberty  to  act  as  it  pleases,  for 
it  pleases  to  do  only  what  is  right.  In  such  a  case 
disciples  or  children  of  God  scarcely  need  an  over- 
seer other  than  the  Great  Captain  of  their  salvation. 
What  a  blessed  congregation,  that  is  so  thoroughly 
disciplined  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  each  heart  that 
the  elders  find  nothing  to  do  but  to  commend  in 
the  spirit  of  love,  the  earnest  devotion  of  those  under 
their  charge.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  even 
though  there  be  no  elder,  the  prosperity  of  the  con- 
gregation would  be  onward  and  upward. 

It  is  a  matter  of  astonishment,  sometimes,  to  see 
so  much  stress  laid  on  the  necessity  and  importance 
of  elders.  We  should  look  up  to  the  power  of  our 
Great  Head.  Let  his  teaching  and  discipline  be 
so  thorough  that  we  need  no  rebuke  from  man,  and 
that  there  are  none  to  fear  but  God.  Then  we  will 
love  the  Brotherhood. 

The  want,  sometimes,  of  good  Gospel  discipline 
applied  by  each  member  to  himself,  by  the  spirit  of 
God,  is  a  source  of  much  anxious  concern  on  the 
part  of  those  who  want  to  see  a  church  without  a 
spot.  Members,  who  will  deliberately  be  disciplined 
by  the  influence  of  a  proud,  sinful  world,  are  surely 
standing  in  their  own  light,  and  in  the  light  that 
should  be  reflected  by  them  to  the  world.  In  other 
words, — how  great  is  that  darkness! 

Can  anything  be  more  inconsistent  than  for  a 
professed  follower  of  Christ,— especially  one  who 
knows  the  non-conforming  principles  of  the  Gospel 
and  requirements  of  the  church,— to  deliberately 
and  openly  fashion  himself  according  to  his  or  her 
former  lusts?  Before  conversion  the  lust  of  the 
eye,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of  life  had 
much  to  do  in  the  fashioning  business.  Shall  it  be 
the  power  still,  to  fashion  the  mind  and  body? 
God  forbid!    See  1  Pet.  1:  14;  1  Cor.  7:  31;   1  John 
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A  well-disciplined  member  shows  his  loyalty  to 
the  principles  of  the  church  by  his  obedience  and 
his  patriotism  to  the  Kingdom,  by  self-sacrifice. 
Discipline  enforced  by  might,  as  a  rule,  makes  bad 
children  in  a  family.  It  is  equally  so  in  the  family 
of  God.  The  spirit  of  insubordination  may  be  held 
in  check  for  a  time,  but,  like  a  smouldering  fire,  will 
break  out  with  renewed  vigor.  Regeneration  or  a 
new  life  is  the  panacea  for  good  discipline. 

There  is  nothing  so  worthy  of  praise,  so  ennobling, 
and  so  full  of  uplifting  power  as  a  volunteer  soldier 
of  the  cross.  What  a  joy  to  see  one  come  boldly 
out  from  the  world,— the  enemy's  ranks,— and  be- 
come a  joyful  cross-bearer,  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
battle  cry  of  the  Lord's  hostsl  There  is  no  com- 
promise with  darkness  with  such  a  one,  but  he  is  in 
deed  and  in  truth  a  follower  of  the  Lamb.  The 
mothers  of  Israel  come  of  this  class.  The  veteran 
"  sons  of  thunder  "  that  are  daring  to  be  true  to  the 
principles  of  the  church,  are  enrolled  for  a  fight  to 
the  finish  for  the  old-time  faith. 

Yea,  praise  the  Lord!  there  are  some,— not  a  few, 
—young  Gideons,  ready  to  stand  upon  the  promises 
of  God  and  go  forth  to  battle  for  the  Lord.  Would 
to  God  we  had  them  by  the  many  thousand.  Such 
grand  opportunities  for  the  young  to  "  work  for  Je- 
sus!" We  are  glad  the  Lord  does  not  measure  a 
"  co-laborer  with  him  "  by  his  or  her  age  but  by  the 
measuring  line  of  motive  and  true  zeal  and  sacrifice. 
To  glory  only  in  the  cross  of  Christ,— may  this  be 
our  motto  and  a  living  fact  \  '" 
soul. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


'ith  each  blood-bought 


"  The  religion  that  doesn't  keep  its  professor  in 
a  good  humor  and  reasonable  under  all  circum- 
stances is  not  very  deep  seated  and  will  be  found 
very  much  too  short  to  reach  heaven." 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  May  16,  1896. 


We  regret  to  learn  that  Bro.  Enoch  Eby  is  not 
in  good  health. 

There  will  be  plenty  ol  business  before  the  An- 
nual Meeting  this  year. 

Bko.  Isaac  Rajrigh  is  to  represent  Michigan  on 
the  Standing  Committee. 

After  preparing  the  matter  for  one  more  issue 
we  start  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 


All  mail  matter  intended  for  parties  at  the  An- 
nual Meeting  should  be  addressed,  "  A.  M.  Box," 
Ottawa,  Kans.        

Brethren  W.  H.  Naff  and  P.  S.  Miller  will  rep- 
resent the  First  District  of  Virginia  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committee. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Woodward,  of  Gowrie,  Iowa,  has  de- 
cided to  locate  in  North  Dakota,  and  should  here- 
after be  addressed  at  Cando. 


It  is  truthfully  said  that  busy  lives,  like  busy 
waters,  are  generally  pure.  Stagnant  lives,  like 
stagnant  pools,  breed  corruption. 

Bro.  W.  K.  Simmons  is  to  represent  Southern 
Ohio  on  the  Standing  Committee.  The  District 
sends  two  papers  to  Annual  Meeting. 


At  the  regular  meeting  at  Manheim,  Pa.,  May 
,  nine  were  received  into  the  church  by  confession 
nd  baptism.     Three  others  await  baptism. 


Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  is  now  engaged  in  a  series 
of  meetings  at  Ladoga,  Ind.  He  writes  that  he 
expects  to  be  at  Ottawa  during  the  Conference. 


Seven  accessions  are  reported  as  the  result  of 
series  of  meetings  just  concluded  in  the  Grundy 
County  church,  Iowa.     Bro.  Jacob  Witmore  did  th< 
preaching. 

After  running  off  six  hundred  papers  we  stop 
the  press  to  say  that  a  telegram  from  Bro.  D.  L. 
Miller  informs  us  of  his  safe  arrival  at'San  Francis- 
co, May  12. 

Let  us  have  your  orders  for  the  Full  Report. 
Price,  25  cents,  or  $2.50  a  dozen.  Speak  to  the 
members,  take  all  the  orders  you  can  get,  and  order 
by  the  dozen. 

At  a  recent  council  in  one  of  the  churches,  steps 
were  taken  by  which  the  church  correspondent  is 
instructed  to  report  regularly  all  matters  of  gener- 
al interest.  In  loo  many  churches  this  matter  is 
too  much  neglected.  Only  by  regular  reports 
from  all  the  churches  can  we  get  up  an  interest- 
ing correspondence  department. 


The  church  extension  work  in  Western  Maryland 
during  the  last  year  is  encouraging.  There  were 
123  baptisms  reported  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Home  Mission  at  the  late  District  Meeting. 

Bro.  Jasper  Barnthouse  says  ten  recently  unit- 
ed with  the  church  at  Markleysburg,  Pa.,  as  the 
result  of  a  series  of  meetings  conducted  by  Bro. 
Jeremiah  Thomas,  of  Clifton  Mills,  W.  Va.  Seven 
were  baptized  and  three  reclaimed. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Peters  writes  that  a  meetinghouse 
is  very  much  needed  in  Cando,  North  Dakota,  and 
that  the  Brethren  there  will  do  their  utmost  to 
erect  one  the  coming  summer.  He  reports  the 
members  cheerful  and  full  of  zeal  for  the  cause. 


Bro.  J.  G.  Royer,  who  has  just  returned,  reports 

1  excellent  District  Meeting  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  feels  quite  hopeful  concerning  the 
future  in  that  part  of  the  East.  Bro.  F.  P.  Cassel 
ill  represent  the   District  on  the  Standing  Com- 

ittee.  

Bro.  Sidney  Hodgden  will  represent  Southeastern 
Kansas  on  the  Standing  Committee.  The  District 
Meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Cedar  Creek 
church,  April  29,  is  said  to  have  passed  off  very 
pleasantly.  The  District  sends  no  papers  to  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  is  engaged  in  a  series 
of  meetings  in  Lanark.  This  is  fine  weather  for 
planting  the  seed  of  the  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  With  God's  blessing  all  around,  and 
the  influence  of  the  Spirit  within,  many  ought  to  be 
brought  into  the  fold. 

Bro.  Geo.  K.  Sappington  says:  "The  Beaver 
Dam  church,  Md.,  is  getting  along  nicely.  One  was 
recently  baptized.  At  our  spring  council-meeting, 
we  re-organized  our  Sunday  school,  and  now  have 
ibout  one  hundred  scholars.  We  use  the  Breth- 
ren's literature  throughout." 


ro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  who  has  spent  nearly 
:n  months  among  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania, 
irns  to  his  home  ,at  McPherson,  Kans.,  this 
week.  He  writes  very  encouragingly  of  his  work 
among  the  churches,  and  says  that  he  never  re- 
ceived kinder  treatment  at  the  hands  of  any  peo- 
ple.   

Your  Office  Editor  has  been  so  greatly  pressed 
with  work  of  late  that  he  feared  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly spare  the  time  to  prepare  his  usual  amount  of 
general  information  for  the  first  page  of  this  issue. 
It  was,  therefore,  quite  a  relief  when  the  "  Eastern 
Pick-ups"  came  to  our  desk  just  in  time  to  hand 
out  to  the  printers  when  a  call  was  made  for  "  more 

copy."  

In  answer  to  many  inquiries  we  quote  the  follow- 
ing as  the  fare  from  different  points  in  Northern 
Illinois  to  Ottawa,  Kans. :  Mt.  Morris,  S13.08;  For- 
reston,  S12.75;  Polo,  813.05;  Dixon,  S12.75;  Mt. 
Carroll,  S13.15;  Lanark,  S12.75;  Franklin  Grove, 
S12.75.  Return  tickets  will  cost  S2.  To  ascertain 
the  cost  of  the  round  trip  add  S2  to  the  above  quo- 
tations. 


Of  the  length  of  sermons  on  a  recent  Sunday, 
it  is  said  that  Principal  Fairbairn,  of  Oxford, 
preached  fifty -two  minutes;  Mark  Guy  Pearse 
preached  fifty-one  minutes;  Professor  Thoumaian, 
the  Armenian  exile,  fifty-five  minutes;  Alexander 
MacLaren,  fifty  minutes;  Professor  Davison,  forty- 
ty-eight  minutes;  Thomas  Spurgeon,  thirty-seven 
minutes,  and  R.  F.  Horton,  thirty-five  minutes. 

It  is  encouraging  to  see  how  members  will  give 
money  to  have  the  Messenger  sent  to  their  friends, 
Recently  a  sister,  who  works  by  the  week  for  a  liv- 
ing, handed  us  fifty  cents  to  send  the  paper  for  a 
while  to  one  of  her  poor  friends.  A  minister  then 
passed  over  $i  to  have  it  sent  to  a  poor  family  in 
which  he  was  interested.  A  sister,  whose  heart  has 
long  been  in  the  Master's  work,  gave  85  to  send  the 
Messenger  to  some  of  her  friends,  and  others, 
whose  names  would  be  sent  to  us.  These  people 
are  doing  good  with  their  money. 


Bro.  C.  P.  Rowland  reports  two  additions  b 
baptism  at  Cherry  Grove,  111.,  one  April  26,  and 
the  other  May  3.  

Bro  Geo.  D.  Zollers,  now  of  South  Bend,  I„d 
was  with  us  a  short  time  this  week,  and  in  company 
with  Bro.  D.  B.  Eby,  visited  the  different  depart 
ments  of  the  school  at  this  place. 

Brethren  L.  R.  Peifer,  of  Hudson,  Iowa,  and 
J,  C.  Mellinger,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  were  with  us 
over  last  Sunday.  Bro.  Peifer  gave  us  an  excellent 
discourse  Sunday  evening.  His  practical  talk  was 
much  appreciated. 

Bro.  John  Metzger  and  his  son,  John  W.,  in 
company  with  their  wives  and  Mary  Kuns,  left 
Lordsburg,  Cal.,  May  6,  and  reached  Cerro  Gordo 
111.,  a  few  days  ago,  where  they  should  now  be  ad- 
dressed. Our  aged  brother  writes  that  his  health 
is  not  very  good  at  this  time. 


Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick  expects  to  close  his  work 
in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  the  first  of  June.  The  Mis- 
sion Board  in  Iowa  are  looking  for  a  good  man  to 
take  his  place.  For  particulars  address  Thomas 
H.  Higgs,  Maxwell,  Iowa.  Here  is  an  opening  for 
some  good,  earnest  worker. 


It  has  been  suggested  that  the  full  report  of  the 
Annual  Meeting  be  published  in  the  Messenger, 
using  one  page  of  the  paper  for  that  purpose  un- 
til the  whole  thing  is  run  through.  When  it  is 
known  that  it  would  take  from  the  middle  of  June 
until  the  last  of  the  following  January  to  thus  get 
the  entire  report  to  our  readers,  it  is  not  likely 
that  any  one  will  feel  like  urging  the  publishing 
of  the  report,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  Messenger, 
The  better  plan  is  to  bring  it  out  in  pamphlet  form, 
as  we  have  been  doing. 

We  expect  to  be  on  the  Annual  Meeting  grounds 
with  our  books,  prepared  to  do  such  business  as 
pertains  to  the  office.  We  will  be  pleased  to  meet 
as  many  of  our  patrons  as  possible,  and  those  wish- 
ing to  settle  their  accounts  can  do  so  at  the  Mes- 
senger stand.  Our  aim  is  not  to  engage  in  gcnp-a\ 
book  traffic,  hence  we  will  have  but  little  with  us 
aside  from  samples  of  the  Messenger,  Sunday 
school  supplies  and  a  few  sample  books.  We  do 
not  believe  in  making  the  Annual  Meeting  a  place 
of  merchandise,  and  will  try  and  set  a  good  exam- 
ple in  this  respect  ourselves.  We  hope  to  do  all 
of  our  business  during  the  intermissions,  for  we 
wish  to  enjoy  and  get  the  good  of  all  the  services, 
as  well  as  to  encourage  others  to  attend.  We  trust 
all  of  our  people  will  do  their  utmost  to  help  make 
the  meeting  purely  religious,  and  dispense  with  all 
secular  matters  as  much  as  possible. 


DEATH  OF  ELD.  JAMES  R.  QISH. 

Last  week  we  had  only  time  and  space  to  men- 
tion that  Eld.  James  R.  Gish  had  died,  and  that 
we  should  have  more  to  say  concerning  him  after 
our  return  from  his  funeral. 

He  died  April  30  at  his  home  in  Stuttgart,  Ark., 
after  an  illness  of  nearly  four  months.  He  was 
brought  to  Roanoke,  111.,  and  buried  with  his  kin- 
dred. The  funeral  was  the  largest  known  in  that 
community  for  years,  showing  the  high  esteem  in 
which  our  brother  was  held  by  those  who  have 
known  him  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 

Bro.  Gish  was  born  in  Roanoke  County,  Va., 
Jan.  24,  1826,  and  was  raised  on  the  farm.  His  ed- 
ucational training  was  very  limited.  Nature,  how- 
ever, had  endowed  him  with  excellent  mental 
forces  and  a  strong  body,  and  he  was  thus  enabled 
to  make  his  way  through  the  world  in  a  manner 
that  has  not  been  without  far-reaching  results. 

In  January,  1849,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Barbara  Kindig,  who  has  proved  a  most  faithful 
and  worthy  companion.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  they  moved  to  Woodford  County,  111.,  »nd 
settled  on  the  Grand  Prairie,  not  far  from  where 
Roanoke  now  stands.  At  that  time  the  country 
was  wild.;and  the  settlements  few  and  far  between. 
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They  endured  the  hardships  common  to  the  Far 
West  and  made  the  best  of  life  with  their  limited 
means. 

In  June,  1852,  he  and  his  wife,  with  six  others, 
viz.,  George  W.  Gish,  P.  A.  Moore,  Tobias  Kindig, 
and  their  wives,  were  baptized  by  Eld.  Martin,  the 
father  of  Henry  Martin,  who  now  resides  near 
Lanark.  These  were  the  first  persons  baptized  by 
the  Brethren  in  Woodford  County.  The  writer's 
father  and  mother  were  then  members,  and  lived 
in  the  same  neighborhood.  At  the  time  there 
were  three  others,  and  with  the  newly-baptized 
converts,  there  was  a  membership  of  thirteen  ear- 
nest, Christian  workers. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  Panther  Creek 
church  was  organized  and  James  R.  Gish  elected 
to  the  ministry.  In  course  of  time  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  second  degree,  and  then  to  the  eld- 
ership. He  applied  himself  very  closely  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry;  studied  the  Scriptures  with 
the  utmost  care  and  diligence,  and  soon  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  Bible  that  gave  him  great 
power  for  good  wherever  it  became  his  lot  to 
preach  the  Word.  Few  men  had  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  Scriptures.  His  manner  of  preach- 
ing was  deliberate,  argumentative  and  at  times  cut- 
ting in  the  extreme,  and  yet  characterized  by  deep 
earnestness  and  faith.  No  one  had  any  doubt 
about  him  believing  what  he  preached.  He 
impressed  his  hearers  with  the  thought  that  he 
had  great  faith  in  the  Scriptures,  and  meant  to 
preach  the  Word  just  as  he  understood  it.  Had 
he  been  a  man  of  fine  education  he  would  have 
wielded  an  influence  in  controversy  that  very  few 
men  could  have  withstood,  and  would  also  have 
been  a  clear  and  forcible  writer.  For  a  man  of 
limited  education  he  had  few  equals,  and  never 
knew  what  it  was  to  be  intimidated  by  any  one, 
however  learned  or  gifted  he  may  have  been.  He 
had  a  way  of  approaching  people  that  begat  re- 
spect, and  he  abyays  carried  himself  as  becometh 
*Vriimster-  He  never  had  to  tell  the  people  that 
he  was  a  preacher. 

From  the  beginning  he  prospered  in  temporal 
matters,  and  in  time  acquired  considerable  wealth. 
He  seems  to  have  always  had  a  fair  income,  and 
used  it  in  a  judicious  manner.  His  wants  were 
few,  and  these  of  the  most  simple  character.  He 
was  good  to  the  poor,  and  probably  gave  away 
five  times  as  much  money  as  was  required  in  his 
own  family.  His  contributions  to  some  good 
works  were  quite  generous,  and  many  a  good 
cause  is  indebted  to  his  purse.  His  gifts  were 
made  in  the  most  private  way,  and  for  that  reason 
very  few  of  them  found  their  way  into  print. 

He  probably  traveled  and  preached  as  much  as 
any  man  among  us,  much  of  his  time  being  spent 
on  the  mission  field  and  at  isolated  points.  He  is 
said  to  have  preached  in  no  less  than  twenty-two 
States.  The  second  year  after  the  war  he  spent 
nine  months  among  the  churches  in  the  South, 
principally  in  Tennessee,  often  preaching  at  points 
where  neither  life  nor  property  was  considered 
safe.  The  last  nine  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
on  the  mission  fields  in  Arkansas,  all  at  his  own 
expense.  Here  his  labors  and  sacrifices  were  very 
great.  The  membership  was  much  scattered,  and, 
in  order  to  reach  his  various  stations,  he  had  to  do 
a  great  deal  of  traveling,  and  no  small  amount 
of  it  was  on  foot.  And  it  is  but  proper  to  say 
that  his  faithful  wife  shared  all  his  toils,  and  en- 


later.  In  those  days  preachers  were  very  scarce, 
and  his  coming  to  that  part  of  the  West  and 
preaching  to  the  people  was  greatly  appreciated. 
At  that  time  protracted  meetings  were  not  com- 
mon among  the  Brethren,  but  Bro.  Gish  made 
them  common  wherever  he  could  get  the  people 
to  listen  to  the  preached  Word. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  in  the  Panther 
Creek  church  Sunday  morning,  May  3,  only  a  few 
rods  from  the  place  where  Bro.  Gish  and  wife  had 
lived  the  greater  part  of  their  life  in  Illinois.  The 
large  building  was  filled  with  a  sympathizing  con- 
gregation. Bro.  Thomas  D.  Lyon,  of  Hudson,  was 
present,  and  assisted  in  the  services.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  Bro.  Gish  was  seventy  years,  three 
months  and  six  days  old,  having  spent  nearly  two- 
thirds  of  his  life  in  the  active  work  of  the  ministry. 
Sister  Gish,  known,  in  scores  of  churches,  as  Aunt 
Barbara,  will  make  her  home  with  her  people  near 
Roanoke.  Here  she  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
her  useful  life.  In  her  sad  bereavement  she  will 
have  the  sympathies  of  many  devoted  friends,  who 
feel  that  the  death  of  Bro.  Gish  is  a  loss  that  will 
be  keenly  felt  in  many  parts  of  the  Brotherhood. 
J.  H.  M. 


of    the    Orient, 
id   so   pass   over 


spirit 


his  earnest   and 


tered  with  him  into  th 

self-sacrificing  work.  To  us  it  seemed  that  they 
lived  simply  to  do  what  good  they  could  to  suffer- 
lng  humanity. 

In  our  twelfth  year  we  attended  a  series  of  meet- 
,nEs  he  held  in  the  northern  part  of  Cedar  County, 
M°-,  and  were  sufficiently  impressed  to  commence 
a  careful  reading  of  the  New  Testament,  which  re- 
sulted in  us  uniting  with  the  church  a  few  months 


AT  THE  ANNUAL  MEETINQ. 

We  trust  that  all  those  who  attend  the  Annual 
Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  will  do  their  utmost  to 
make  the  meeting  as  devotional  as  possible,  and 
have  great  regard  for  the  impressions,  that  the 
gathering  may  make  on  the  minds  of  those  not  of 
us.  Especially  ought  we  to  labor  for  a  better  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord's  Day  on  the  Conference 
ground.  We  will  do  well  to  encourage  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  to  do  as  little  cooking  as 
possible.  It  seems  to  us  that  much  of  the  cooking 
might  be  done  on  Saturday,  and  then  the  work 
for  Sunday  would  be  greatly  lessened. 

Then  we  think  that  all  dining-rooms  and  restau- 
rants should  be  closed  during  the  services.  Give 
the  people  to  understand  that  our  Annual  Meeting 
is  a  purely  religious  gathering,  and  not  a  semi-re- 
ligious picnic.  Furthermore,  we  will  do  well  to 
purchase  our  meal-tickets  on  Saturday  for  use  on 
Sunday,  and  thus  avoid  at  least  some  business  on 
the  Lord's  Day.  We  also  wish  that  some  way 
could  be  devised  to  put  an  end  to  these  Sunday  ex- 
cursions. 

And  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  we  should  carry 
an  earnest  Christian  spirit  with  us  into  the  Con- 
ference proper.  Here  it  is  that  we  need  a  happy 
combination  of  zeal  and  wisdom.  In  too  many 
stances  we  allow  our  zeal  to  run  away  with  our 
judgment. 

And  then,  as  a  final  thought,  we  suggest  that 
ministers  come  prepared  to  preach,  if  called  on  to 
do  so.  At  times  it  is  just  a  little  humiliating  the 
way  the  committee  on  preaching  has  to  hear  ex- 
cuses from  ministers  who  ought  to  be  ready  at  all 
times  to  proclaim  the  Gospel.  Plan  out  a  few 
good  sermons  in  your  mind  and  be  ready  for  the 
occasion  when  solicited  to  stand  in  defense  of  the 
Truth.  While  it  is  good  for  us  to  think  that  others 
can  preach  better  than  we,  still  we  should  not  ex- 
cuse ourselves  unless  there  are  the  best  of  reasons 
for  doing  so.         ____^___  1-  H-  "• 

THE  POOR  FUND. 

Since  our  last  report  in  No.  5,  the  following 
amounts  have  been  received  for  the  purpose  of 
sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor: 


Catb.  Bluebaugh,  Iowa, 
D.  A.  snlteman,  Iowa,  . 
John  H.  Beery,  Ohio,  .  . 


Messengers  donated  t 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Twenty. 

BULSAR   TO   JEYPOOR. 

The  original  scope  of  these  Gleanings  did  not 
include  a  continuous  record  of  our  long  journey 
around  the  world.  To  give  such  a  record  in  de- 
tail would  very  far  exceed  the  limits  of  our  space. 
Not  what  to  write  but  what  not  to  write  is  the 
puzzling  question  amid  the  mass  of  rich  material 
constantly  coming  under  our  observation  as  we 
journey  through  the  wonde: 
We  must  be  content  to  gle 
many  things  of  much  interest. 

During  our  stay  at  Bulsar,  in  company  with  Bro, 
Stover,  we  visited  Col.  Ansetl  at  his  cocoanut 
plantation  on  the  seashore,  not  many  miles  away. 
The  colonel  played  a  prominent  part  on  the  losing 
side  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion.  He  was  taken 
prisoner,  but  escaped,  leaving  the  country  and 
coming  to  India  where  he  has  since  resided.  Here 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
cocoanut  palm  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  large 
plantation.  In  order  to  reach  his  place  we  were 
driven  across  the  country  in  a  bullock  cart, — a  two- 
wheeled  vehicle  without  springs,  drawn  by  a  pair 
of  oxen.  The  box,  fitted  on  the  cart,  is  provided 
with  bows  over  which  is  spread  a  white  canvas 
cover  to  shelter  the  occupants  from  the  rays  of 
the  sun.  Rice  straw  is  placed  in  the  box  and  a 
quilt  is  spread  over  it,  and  upon  this  you  are  sup- 
posed to  sit.  This  is  all  well  enough  for  the 
natives  who  sit  upon  their  feet,  but  for  us,  the 
only  thing  was  to  lie  down  and  take  the  jolting 
as  it  came.  The  driver  sat  on  the  tongue  and 
kept  the  bullocks  going  at  a  dog  trot.  When  a 
piece  of  rough  road  was  passed  over,  the  shaking 
can  be  belter  imagined  than  described. 

Col.  Ansell  received  us  with  genuine  Southern 
hospitality  and  seemed  to  enjoy  greatly  talking  of 
old  times,  and  of  the  homeland  from  which  he 
has  been  a  self-exile  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  cen- 
tury. And  we  also  enjoyed  our  stay  very  much, 
indeed,  in  his  typical  Indian  home.  A  few  years 
ago  his  wife  died,  of  whom  he  spoke  with  much 
tenderness  of  feeling  and  not  without  tears,  and 
since  then  he  lives  alone  with  his  Hindu  servants, 
the  only  white  person  on  the  plantation. 

We  rambled  over  the  place  in  the  cool  of  the 
day,  the  feathery  crests  of  the  palms  affording  a 
delightful  shade  and  protection  from  the  rays  of 
the  tropical  sun.  The  colonel's  Indian  boy 
climbed  nimbly  up  to  the  crown  of  the  trees  and 
brought  down  nuts  full  of  sweet,  fresh  milk  and 
rich  meat.  We  regaled  ourselves  with  a  draught 
of  nature's  refreshing  beverage,  and  ate  of  the  fruit 
of  the  nut,  and  found  both  much  better  here  where 
they  are  grown  than  the  imported  ones  we  get 
at  home.  Col.  Ansell  takes  a  special  interest  in 
our  missionaries,  and  having  read  in  the  Messen- 
ger the  proposition,  made  a  year  and  a  half  ago, 
by  Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  set  apart  a  cocoanut  tree 
for  the  missionary  orchard.  We  have  two  cocoa- 
nuts  from  the  tree  in  their  original  husks.  If  we 
reach  home  in  safety,  one  will  hang  in  the  Secre- 
tary's office  and  the  other  in  our  own  home. 

The  cocoanut  palm  is  grown  in  India  for  the  nuts 
and  for  the  sap  or  milk  that  is  drawn  from  it. 
This  forms  the  well-known  toddy,  drank  all  over 
India.  It  is  sweet,  refreshing  and  wholesome  when 
first  drawn,  but  it  soon  ferments  and  then  becomes 
quite  intoxicating.  The  tree  begins  bearing  at 
ten  years  and  as  it  increases  in  age  and  size,  prp. 
duces  a  larger  quantity  of  nuts,  some  of  the  best 
producing  trees  bearing  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
each  year.  These  develop  and  ripen  in  one  year, 
and  are  sold  at  about  S2  00  per  100. 

Trees  that  are  tapped  for  toddy  do  not  bear 
fruit,  as  the  sap  is  necessary  to  develop  the  nuts. 
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The  tap  is  made  at  the  crown  where  the  fronds, 
or  limbs,  as  we  should  call  them,  are  thrown  out. 
Earthen  vessels  are  hung  to  the  tree,  into  which 
the  milk  falls  and  is  gathered  each  day  by  men 
who  are  called  "  toddy  climbers."  These  men 
climb  up  the  trunk  of  the  tree  to  a  height  of  forty 
to  sixty  feet,  empty  the  sap  from  the  smaller  to 
a  larger  vessel  fastened  to  the  back  and  descend 
with  great  ease  and  dexterity.  A  full-grown  tree 
produces  twenty  gallons  of  milk  each  year,  and 
this  is  drawn  in  alternate  weeks  during  three 
months  of  the  year.  For  nine  months  the  tree  is 
allowed  to  rest  and  recuperate. 

Toddy  is  the  one  intoxicating  drink  of  the 
natives  of  India,  and  the  government  licenses  the 
sale  of  the  liquor.  Each  tree  tapped  is  numbered 
by  the  inspector  and  the  owner  must  pay  a  tax 
of  from  forty-five  to  ninety  cents,  depending  on 
the  size  of  the  tree.  The  owner  gets  about  fifty 
cents  per  year  for  the  milk  of  each  tree  in  excess 
of  the  tax.  Some  idea  of  the  amount  of  toddy  con- 
sumed in  India  may  be  formed  when  it  is  stated 
that  the  men  who  control  the  sale  of  the  intoxi- 
cant in  Bulsar,  a  city  of  fifteen  thousand  souls, 
pay  an  annual  license  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
For  these  figures  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Niswon- 
gee,  General  Inspector  of  the  Bulsar  district. 

There  are  fifteen  toddy-shops  in  Bulsar.  These 
are  open  sheds  under  which  the  dealer  sits  with 
a  large  tub, — the  ona  wc  saw  was  shaped  like  the 
half  of  a  kerosene  oil  barrel— filled  with  the  liquor 
before  him.  In  his  hand  he  has  a  long-handled 
dipper.  In  the  evening  his  customers  crowd 
around  him  and  he  is  kept  busy  dipping  and  filling 
the  vessels  of  the  thirsty  natives.  Sometimes  a 
dozen  vessels  are  held  up  at  the  same  time  to  be 
filled.  The  dealer  serves  each  in  order  from  the 
small  chattie  that  holds  a  half  pint  to  the  larger 
one  with  capacity  for  a  gallon.  After  being  served 
the  natives  squat  in  groups  on  the  open  space 
about  the  shop  and  drink  and  gossip.  Men  and 
women  alike  indulge.  Near  by  is  the  pan  seller 
and  the  rule  is  after  drinking,  a  "  chew  "  must  be 
taken.  Here,  as  at  home,  drinking,  chewing  and 
smoking  seem  to  have  a  kind  of  affinity  for  each 
other.  At  least  the  first,  as  a  rule,  is  associated 
with  the  second  and  the  third. 

From  Bulsar  and  our  mission  home,— henceforth 
to  be  a  green  spot  in  our  memories,  an  oasis  in 
the  desert  of  travel,— we  journeyed  northward  and 
eastward,  visiting  a  number  of  the  most  important 
cities  in  India.  We  left  our  India  home  with  real 
and  deep  regret.  How  we  missed  the  sweet, 
homelike  atmosphere  of  Christian  love  that  per- 
vaded the  place,  where  we  had  so  much  enjoyed 
the  Christian  association  of  those  we  love.  Then 
there  was  the  social  worship,  the  singing  of  Gu- 
jerati  hymns,  the  public  meetings  and  the  quiet, 
peaceful,  restful  days,  how  we  did  enjoy  them  all! 
All  too  soon  for  us  those  bright  days  of  glad  sun- 
shine passed  away,  and  before  we  fully  realized  it 
the  time  for  our  departure  was  at  hand.  Those 
whom  we  had  met  but  a  short  time  before,  as 
strangers,  we  now  bade  farewell  as  warm-hearted 
friends,  some  of  them  even  going  with  us  to  the 
station  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Our  mis- 
sionaries, as  in  apostolic  days,  accompanied  us  part 
way  on  our  journey.  We  said  good-by  to  Bulsar, 
strong  in  the  hope  that  in  the  years  to  come  it  will 
be  one  of  the  strongholds  of  primitive  Chris- 
tianity in  India. 

Journeying  northward  the  air  grows  colder  and 
more  bracing,  and  in  the  evening  and  morning 
warm  wraps  added  to  our  comfort.  The  country 
becomes  less  densely  wooded,  and  the  jungles 
less  numerous,  but  still  frequent  enough  to  serve 
as  hiding  places  for  tigers  and  leopards.  The 
man-eating  tiger  is  a  terror  to  the  natives  who  are 
illy  prepared  to  contend  with  their  powerful  foe. 
At  Jeypoor  are  eight  of  these  animals  imprisoned 


as  state  captives.  It  is  said  that  each  of  them  has 
tasted  human  blood.  They  crouch  at  the  bars  of 
their  cages  and  glare  upon  those  who  pass  by. 
One  of  them  has  devoured  seven,  another  ten  hu- 
man beings.  In  any  other  country  these  animals 
would  have  been  shot.  Here  pitfalls  were  made 
for  them,  and  after  much  patient  waiting  they 
were  ensnared.  They  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
the  pit  until  hunger  had  reduced  them  to  the 
last  extremity  of  weakness,  when  their  captors 
managed  to  draw  them  forth  and  shut  them  up 
as  life-long  prisoners.*  From  such  prisons  zo- 
ological gardens  and  menageries  in  other  parts 
of  the  world  are  supplied  with  the  royal  denizens 
of  India's  jungles. 

We  pass  through,  with  brief  stop,  the  Moham- 
medan city  of  Ahmedabed,  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  inhabitants.  It  was  founded  by  the 
Sultan  Ahmed  I.,  A.  D.  141 1,  whose  name  in  part 
it  bears.  Here  are  a  number  of  old  Mohammedan 
mosques,  noted  for  their  architectural  beauty,  and 
for  the  marvelous  delicacy  of  the  carvings  in 
stone.  They  are  the  boast  of  the  city,  and  are 
always  shown  to  visitors.  We  hurried  on,  how- 
ever, without  visiting  the  mosques,  having  in  mind 
a  visit  to  the  architectural  pearl  of  all  India,  the 
Taj  Mahal  ah  Agra. 

We  pass  through  the  district  known  as  Rajpu- 
nata,  where  the  sin  of  female  infanticide  was  once 
so  common  that  more  than  half  the  little  girls 
born  were  put  to  death  by  their  parents.  In  1871 
the  census  showed,  in  the  Rajput  population 
of  Oudh,  250,849  males  living  above  ten  years  of 
age,  to  only  184,623  females.  It  is  claimed  that 
the  destruction  of  the  innocents  has  ceased,  but 
these  figures  show  how  countless  were  the  mur- 
ders of  their  offspring  by  these  heathen  idolators. 

At  Jeypoor,  the  Capital  of  Rajputana,  a  city 
with  a  population  bordering  on  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand,  we  spent  a  short  time  in  visiting 
places  of  interest.  It  is  the  seat  of  the  Rajah,  or 
King,  who  as  a  vassal  of  England,  still  enjoys  the 
the  empty  title  of  ruler,  with  all  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumstances of  royalty  so  dear  to  the  Oriental 
heart.  We  visited  the  palace  and  the  gardens, 
and  saw  something  of  the  eastern  notion  of  splen- 
dor. The  large  audience  room  is  richly  furnished 
and  decorated  in  the  highest  style  of  Indian  art. 
Marble  floors,  magnificent  chandeliers  and  cost- 
ly furniture  give  the  room  a  fine  appearance. 
Strange  to  say,  pigeons  are  allowed  to  roost  on  the 
chandeliers  befouling  the  marble  floor  beneath. 

In  a  small  lake  within  the  palace  garden,  are 
kept  a  score  of  sacred  crocodiles.  Entering  a  low 
doorway  we  found  ourselves  on  a  small  platform 
overlooking  the  lake.  On  the  gravelly  bank  a 
dozen  or  more  of  the  huge  saurians  lay  basking 
and  sleeping  in  the  hot  sun.  The  attendant  had 
a  piece  of  raw  meat  tied  to  the  end  of  a  rope. 
This  he  splashed  in  the  water  and  called  out  in  a 
loud  voice,  "  Hai,  Hai."  Presently  two  or  three 
of  the  monsters  moved  lazily  into  the  water  and 
swam  to  the  platform  where  we  stood.  There 
they  lay  with  extended  jaws  viciously  snapping  at 
the  meat.  Between  those  jaws  a  man's  head  would 
have  been  crushed  as  an  eggshell.  The  crocodile 
is  sacred  to  the  Hindu,  and  the  bodies  of  thou- 
sands of  children  have  been  thrown  to  them  in 
the  Ganges.  Looking  into  the  open  mouths  of 
the  reptiles  we  marveled  at  the  faith  of  the  mother 
who  could  tear  from  her  bosom  her  darling  child, 
and  throw  it  into  those  cruel  jaws  to  be  crushed 
to  death.  This  she  did  for  her  religion.  Ignor- 
ance and  superstition  are  the  devil's  strongest 
powers  over  the  human  race.  I  am  always  afraid 
of  ignorance.  D-  L  M 
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THE  LITTLE  MAID  "CONTENT." 

1  could  not  find  the  little  maid  Content, 
So  out  I  rushed  and  sought  her  far  and  wide; 
But  not  where  Pleasure  each  new  fancy  tried, 
Heading  the  maze  of  reeling  merriment, 
Nor  where,  with  restless  eyes  and  bow  half  bent 
Love  in  a  brake  of  sweetbrier  smiled  and  sighed 
Nor  yet  where  Fame  towered,  crowned  and  glorified 
Found  1  her  face,  nor  whereso'er  I  went. 
So  homeward  back  I  crawled  like  wounded  bird, 
When  lo!  Content  sate  spinning  at  my  door; 
An"  when  I  asked  her  where  she  was  before, — 
"  Here  all  the  time,"  she  said.    "  I  never  stirred; 
Too  eager  in  your  search,  you  passed  me  o'er, 
And,  though  1  called,  you  neither  saw  nor  heard." 

i        —Alfred  Austin. 

ONE  DAY'S  WORK. 


BY  LIZZIE  HILARY. 

"  One  more  day's  work  for  Jesus." 

Truly  we  feel  to  express  our  mind  with  the  po- 
et at  this  time.  This  beautiful  Sabbath  morning, 
after  a  lovely  rain,  we  arose  in  good  season  that  we 
might  not  be  hurried  to  the  service  of  God. 

After  our  morning  lesson  (which  was  the  ninth 
chapter  of  Luke)  and  after  our  temporal  duties 
were  performed,  we  went  to  our  own  Sunday 
school.  Here  we  had  a  very  enjoyable  season. 
Many  good  thoughts  were  brought  forth  from  the 
lesson  of  Lazarus  and  the  rich  man. 

I  will  say  right  here,  We  all  enjoy  the  improve- 
ment made  in  the  Quarterlies.  We  have  one  teach- 
er in  our  school  who  is  a  Presbyterian.  He  says 
there  are  many  new  ideas  presented  to  him  through 
the  Quarterlies. 

After  school  we  returned  home  and  after  din- 
ner we  went  to  another  schoolhouse,  a  distance 
of   four   miles.     Here   husband    filled   an    appoint- 
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ment  to  a  well-filled  house, 
had  Sunday  school,  and  as  : 
were  absent,  four  of  our  n 
teachers.  Here,  again,  we 
season  with  the  children, 
number  of  tracts  and  papers 

By  this  time  it  was  near  the  close  of  the  day, 
and  as  prayer  meeting  was  to  be  at  our  house,  wt 
were  made  sensible  of  the  fact  that  we  had  to  hur 
ry  home  and  prepare  the  house  for  the  occasion 
All  things  were  in  readiness  when  the  peopl 
gan  to  assemble.  Forty-five  persons  gathered  here 
to  pray  and  sing  and  read  God's  Word.  Our  sut 
ject  was,  "What  are  we  Doing  to  Save  the  Lost? 
It  was  a  good  subject  and  many  good  thoughts 
were  presented.  Our  lesson  is  always  prepared 
by  our  leader,  and  references  are  handed  out 
through  the  meeting,  that  all  may  take  a  part,— 
both  old  and  young.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
we  sang  these  words, 

"One  more  day's  work  for  Jesus, 
One  less  of  life  for  me." 

We  begin  to  feel  that  the  harvest  here  is  grea'- 
Much  good  might  be  done  if  we  had  more  labor- 
ers. There  are  many  calls  for  preaching,— more 
than  husband  is  able  to  fill.  He  labors  very  hard 
in  the  field  every  day  and  has  but  little  time  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  Cord's  work  on  Sunday. 
Now,  who  will   come   and   help   him 


"  Valor  employed  in  an  ill  quarrel  tur: 
ardice." 


work?     Everything   looks 
time. 

Worthington,  Minn. 
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WORK  IN   THE  FAMILY. 


MRS.    E.    J.   ONKST. 
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On  New  Year's  morning,  1896,  I  knelt 
family  around  the  family  altar  in  the  home  o>  " 
brother  in  the  Eagle  Creek  church,  Ohio,  w',er 
five  voices,  one  after  another,  in  quick  successio  ' 
ascended  to  the  Throne  of  Grace  in  suppli"""  j 
One  little  four-year-old  cherub  repeated  the  Lor 
Prayer,  making  six  voices  in  all.  T[ie 

Oh!  the  preciousness  of  a  home  religion- 
words  of  the  Psalmist  came  to  my  mind  for" 
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•■Before  Ephraim  and  Benjamin  and  Manassah 
stir  up  triy  strength,  and  come  and  save  us! " 
What  we  most  need  in  this  our  day  is  a  family  altar 
in  every  home,  and  prayers  going  up  like  sweet  in- 
cense, morning  and  evening.  By  this  means  we  can 
largely  counteract  the  disruptions  of  homes, 
brought  about  by  saloons  and  divorces.  Let  us 
indoctrinate  and  instil  in  the  minds  of  the  young 
and  rising  generation  the  facts  concerning  the  awful 
depravity  that  seeks  to  make  null  and  void  what 
God  hath  joined  together, 

In  these  days  divine  things  are  looked  on  with 
contempt.  The  law  of  God  is  set  at  naught.  We 
have  labored  hard  to  impute  the  blame  of  the  beer 
and  whiskey  traffic  to  the  foreigners,  but  we  cannot 
shift  this  divorce  question.  It  has  taken  up  its 
abode  in  our  home  and  has  been  fostered  in  our 
own  beloved  country. 

We  might  fill  the  Senate  chamber  with  Legislat- 
ure enactments,  but  what  good  would  it  do? 
First  we  must  instruct  and  teach  our  own  families 
and  those  about  us,  and  in  this  way  elevate  public 
sentiment  to  a  higher  standard  of  morals,  beginning 
at  our  own  firesides,  that  purity  may  dwell  around 
our  hearthstone.  Then  this  corrupt  generation  will 
soon  pass  away,  and  the  next  one  will  be  taught  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  culture  that  forms  a  beautiful 
character  will  be  their  safeguard. 

In  our  aim  to  get  back  to  the  old  landmarks, 
don't  expect  too  much  of  the  Sunday  school.  Let 
it  be  secondary,  always.  Let  home  and  parental  in- 
struction be  the  solid  foundation  on  which  to  build 
Christian  character.  Go  directly  home  from  church 
on  Sunday,  taking  your  children  with  you.  Then, 
after  you  eat  a  plain  dinner,  assemble,  and  review 
first  that  day's  lesson.  You  will  be  surprised  to 
find  the  errors  inculcated  by  the  teacher  in  this 
one  lesson.  You  will  agree  with  older  and  wiser 
heads  that  it  is  imperative  that  the  Sunday  school 
has  to  be  hedged  around  and  guarded  with  great 
care.  You  will  become  interested  in  who  it  is  that 
is  instructing  your  children  for  weal  or  woe.  Pray 
for  them!  Co-operate  with  our  dear  school-teach- 
^,and  Superintendents.  After  reviewing,  go  over 
iKWOjSunday's  lesson.  All  these  things,  if  carefully 
attended  to,  will  be  of  value  to  our  children.  To 
be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed.  Untiring  vigil- 
ance will  save  our  families. 
Ostrander,  Ohio. 
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of  spending  the  time  worrying  over  duties  unper- 
formed, she  would  forget  them  for  the  time,  by  giv- 
ing her  mind  food  to  digest,  while  her  hands  were 
busy. 

Forthwith  the  book,  she  had  so  longed  to  read  was 
tucked  in  the  foot  of  the  cradle,  to  be  ready  wJlen 
baby  must  be  held.  The  dash,  dash  of  the  churn 
and  the  weary  ache,  caused  thereby,  were  alike  un- 
heeded, while  the  latest  magazine  was  perused. 
1  he  hands  worked  on  mechanically,  the  work  was 
done  and  well  done,  many  new  ideas  and  much  in- 
formation were  gained,  the  weariness  and  headache 
were  gone,  and,  at  eventide,  as  the  little  ones  gath- 
ered around  her,  as  was  their  wont,  before  being 
tucked  away  for  Dreamland,  she  wove  into  a  pretty 
story,  for  them,  the  day's  battle  and  victory. 

Time  rolled  on.  She  found  the  habit  of  years 
was  not  to  be  broken  in  a  day,  and  often  it  required 
all  the  moral  strength  to  drive  "  worry  out,  even 
with  the  richest  gems  from  the  best  writers  (  she 
had  no  time  for  light  reading).  But  each  victory 
brought  strength. 

Dear  reader,  this  is  no  fancy  sketch,  but  a  leaf 
from  real  life.  The  panacea  for  worry  is  to  drive 
it  from  the  mind  with  noble  thoughts  and  senti- 
ments. Your  life  cannot  be  so  busy  but  if  you  try, 
you  can  find  time  to  catch  an  idea  now,  another 
then,  to  think  over  and  analyze  while  performing 
mechanically  the  daily  duties.  Try  it,  mothers,  for 
no  one  like  mother  can  help  solve  the  great  myster- 
ies of  life  for  the  little  one,  or  lead  the  little  feet 
safely  through  the  dangerous  places.  How  are  we 
to  do  this  if  we  allow  our  minds,  our  souls,  to  be 
narrowed,  warped  and  darkened  by  worry?  It  is 
worry,  not  work,  that  claims  so  many  victims. 
Some  give  up  the  struggle  in  despair  and  a  prema- 
ture grave,  or  worse,  the  Insane  Asylum,  and  little 
children  left  to  the  mercies  of  a  cold  world  ends 
the  chapter. — Mrs.  Anna  B.  Buslwng,  in  Word  and 
Works. 


A  PANACEA  FOR  WORRY. 

It  was  a  beautiful  morning.  The  crisp  air  and 
bright  sunshine  should  have  made  all  hearts  rejoice, 
but  Mrs.  A.  beheld  no  beauty  anywhere.  Her 
heart  was  sad.  A  restless  night  with  a  teething 
baby  had  not  quieted  the  throbbing  pain  in  the 
head,  nor  calmed  and  strengthened  the  overtaxed 
nerves  with  which  she  had  retired  the  night  before. 
While  sitting  there,  with  her  babe  in  her  arms, 
gently  rocking  to  and  fro,  there  came  up  before 
her,  the  sad  face  and  trembling  lips  of  her  little 
daughter,  her  first  born,  her  patient  little  helper,  as 
she  started  to  school  that  morning,  for  she  had 
spoken  hastily  and  impatiently  to  the  little  one  for 
some  slight  remiss  of  duty.  Her  heart  reproached 
her  bitterly,  for  the  whole  day  would  be  darkened 
for  her  darling.  "  This  will  never  do,  I  am  growing 
°W  before  my  time,  and  cross  and  impatient;  some- 
thing must  be  done,"  said  Mrs.  A.,  as  she  placed  the 
"°w  sleeping  babe  in  the  cradle,  and,  with  a  heavy 
heart,  took  up  the  ceaseless  round  of  .everyday  du- 
es'  What  the  "  something"  was  to  be,  she  could 
not  say,  for  she  had  often  looked  these  same  facts 
he  face  and  could  see  no  way  out.  Now,  from  the 
v"y  depths  of  her  soul,  she  cried  out,  "  Father, 
what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  from  the  blighting  ef- 
eets  of  this  endless  work  and 


as  it  inspiration?     Call  it  what  you  will,  had 


Wi 

\,  -ptidLiunr     t-an   ic   wnai   you   win,   uau 

anrS'  A'  named  it  at  all,  she  would  have  said  it  was 
answer  to  her  soul's  prayer.  For,  almost  as 
Yg'",fs  sP°ken  words,  came  the  echo,  "Worry." 
lifcS'  "  worry  "  was  the  canker  that  was  robbing  her 
aid  °'pleasure  and  profit.  Henceforth,  by  Divine 
Whe'  ,Shou'd  find  no  resting  place  in  her  heart, 
hands  were  forced  into  idleness,  instead 


•  CONTENTMENT.' 


BY   CLARA   D.   SNAVELY. 


CORRESPONDENCE  *-•<>■•- 


greatgain."— r  Tim  6:6. 

Whatever  our  lot  in  life,  to  be  contented  is 
great  gain.  Many  persons  are  continually  moving 
about  from  one  place  to  another.  Sometimes  it  is 
necessary  for  one's  health,  but  constantly  changing 
every  year,  is  not  always  best.  In  England  fam 
lies  live  generation  upon  generation  in  one  homt 
stead,  whilst  in  this  country  some  people  are  so 
largely  unsettled.  Some  even  leave  the  true  church 
to  join  another.  Such  persons,  Christ  says,  are 
"lukewarm."  Rev.  3:  16.  Paul  says,  "  Not  that  I 
speak  in  respect  of  want;  for  I  have  learned  in 
whatsoever  state  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content." 

Those  who  receive  wages  should  be  content,  for 
in  Christ's  time  he  told  the  soldiers  what  not  to  do. 
Luke  3:  14. 

We  are  admonished,  "  Let  your  conversation  be 
without  covetousness;  and  be  content  with  such 
things  as  ye  have:  for  he  hath  said,  I  will  never 
leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee."  Heb.  13:  5.  "The 
Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his  promise,  as  some 
men  count  slackness;  but  is  longsuffering  to  us- 
ward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that 
all  should  come  to  repentance.  But  the  day  of 
the  Lord  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night;  in  the 
which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away  with  a  great 
noise,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat,  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are  therein 
shall  be  burned  up.  Seeing  then  that  all  these 
things  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of  persons 
ought  ye  to  be  in  alt  holy  conversation  and  godli- 
ness," etc.,  etc.     2  Peter  3:  9-11. 

Whatever  thy  will!  O  Lord, 

May  we  contented  be, 
Knowing  that  with  godliness 

We  in  heaven  thee  shall  see! 

Middletown,  Pa. 


"  Write  whit  tl 


lend  It 


It  has  been  a  rule  of  my  life  to  confer  all  the 
favors  I  can  and  tg  ask  as  few  as  possible.— Haw- 
iltorne. 


tsF"Church  News  solicited  for  this  Depart! 

meeting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  others  may 

rflvo  name  ol  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brlel.  Notes  ol  Travel  should  bo 
as  on.;!  as  pnssilile.  Land  or  other  advertisements  arc  not  solicited  lor  this 
department.    Our  advertlslnfc-  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

Notes  and  Jottings. 

Two  years  ago  the  Seventh  Day  Advent ists  came"' 
to  Laura,  Darke  County,  Ohio,  with  one  of  their 
missionary  tents.  As  the  churches  of  that  town, 
at  that  time,  were  in  a  divided  and  consequently 
weak  state,  it  proved  to  be  a  favorable  point,  and 
they  soon  gathered  quite  a  little  band.  As  usual 
with  that  people,  the  Sabbath  proved  to  be  the  great 
question  to  which  they  invited  the  people's  atten- 
tion. They  really  seemed  not  only  to  worship  on 
the  Sabbath,  but  to  worship  the  Sabbath  itself,  just 
as  ancient  Israel  was  led  to  worship  the  brazen 
serpent.  (See  2  Kings  18:  4.)  Their  manner  of 
setting  up  their  doctrine  scarcely  ever  fails  to  in- 
vite controversy.  This  resulted  in  a  public  debate. 
Eld.  D.  M.  Canright,  author  of  "Seventh  Day  Ad- 
ventism  Renounced,"  was  called  to  meet  them  in  de- 
bate.    I  was  present  at  nearly  all  the  sessions. 

The  first  question  was,  The  Sabbath;  the  second, 
The  First  Day  of  the  Week;  the  third,  The  Genuine- 
ness of  Mrs.  White's  Visions.  I  never  knew  the 
Adventists  to  defend  the  latter  question  before. 
As  a  doctrine,  it  is  .uninviting,  and  the  Scriptures 
they  use  to  support  their  theory,  are  not  clearly 
applied.  Miracles,  visions,  dreams,  etc.,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  prophecy,  were  employed  in  setting 
up  the  Gospel  kingdom;  but  now  the  man  of  God 
is  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  work," 
through  his  Word,  which  "  is  a  lamp  unto  our  feet 
and  a  light  unto  our  pathway." 

Eld.  Isles,  the  Advent  evangelist,  held  up,  as 
usual,  that  the  Sabbath  was  given  to  Adam  in  cre- 
ation week.  Gen.  2:  2,  3  simply  tells  what  God 
did.  Nothing  is  given  and  nothing  required  of 
Adam.  It  is  a  stereotyped  saying  with  Advent- 
ists, that  the  Sabbath  was  given  as  a  memorial  of 
God's  rest  in  creation  week.  Reference  is  made 
to  Ex.  20:  10,  11.  This  text  has  no  memorial 
signification.  That  the  ancient  Sabbath  was  a 
memorial  is  evident,  as  seen  in  the  following  text: 
"And  remember  that  thou  wast  a  servant  in  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brought 
thee  out  thence  through  a  mighty  hand  and  by  a 
stretched  out  arm:  therefore  the  Lord  thy  God 
commanded  thee  to  keep  the  sabbath."  Deut. 
5:  15. 

This  is  clearly  memorial  language.  Hence  the 
Sabbath  was  a  memorial,  not  of  creation,  but  of  Isra- 
el's deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage,  and  which 
was  of  sufficient  importance  for  such  memorial. 
To  this  event  sacred  writers  make  frequent  refer- 
ence. In  like  manner  the  first  day  of  the  week 
becomes  under  the  Gospel,  a  memorial  of  the 
glorious  event  of  Christ's  resurrection.  To  this 
David  alludes  in  Psalm  118:  "This  is  the  day  the 
Lord  hath  made;  it  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes." 
How  true,  and  what  frequent  reference  do  different 
New  Testament  writers  make  to  this  event!  As- 
sociated with  the  event  is  the  day, — the  first  day 
of  the  week. 

As  the  Sabbath  was  a  memorial,  it  could  not  be 
a  moral  obligation;  therefore,  the  fourth  or  Sab- 
bath commandment  was  a  ceremonial  law.  For 
the  ceremony  of  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
law  see  Num.  28:  9,  10. 

The  fact  that  Christ  never  commanded  the  Sab- 
bath, and  the  apostles  never  made  an  appointment 
on  the  ancient  Sabbath,  ought  to  have  weight  with 

candid  minds. 

•  •  • 

We  have  recently  been  furnished  with  some  able 
articles  on  the  prayer-covering,  but  none  so  clear 
and  well-defined  as  the  article  that  appeared  in 
Gospel  Messenger  No.  13,  over  the  signature  of 
Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp.  I  have  carefully  filed  this  arti- 
cle for  my  scrap-book. 

When  we  speak  of  covering  or  uncovering  our 
heads,  we  do  not  allude  to  the  hair,  but  we  mean 
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May  !6, 


take  off.     So   do 


Paul 


covering, 


ething  we  put  on 

;rses  four  and  five.  Man  in  prayer,— worship, — 
oves  a  covering,  while  the  woman  puts  on 
al,  sacred,  —  a  prayer-covering, 
ign  of  the  authority  of  man  to 
which  she  is  subject,  just  as  Rebecca,  on  delivering 
herself  to  Isaac,  as  his  betrothed,  veiled  her  head. 

Ancient  Israel  were  to  make  them  fringes  on 
the  borders  of  their  garments  and  upon  the  fringe 
a  ribbon  of  blue.  Would  Israel's  service  have 
been  accepted  without  these  fringes  and  ribbons 
of  blue?  IVt  think  not.  Hence  how  can  a  wom- 
an's prayer  be  heard  and  accepted,  when  offered 
with  her  head  uncovered,  by  which  she  dishonors 
her  head?  Judge  yr.  How  easy  to  understand  are 
the  practical  teachings  of  the  Gospell 
Covington,  Ohio. 

From  the  Franklin  County  Church,  Iowa, 

— For  over  three  years  we  have  had  an  ever- 
green Sunday  school,  and  the  attendance  in  win- 
ter averages  very  well  with  that  of  summer.  We 
are  truly  convinced  that  to  run  a  school  success- 
fully, it  must  be  ever  blooming.  Iowa  is  consid- 
ered a  cold  State  in  winter,  but  there  are  very  few 
Sundays  when  it  is  too  cold  to  go  to  God's  house 
if  we  but  keep  the  spiritual  fire  burning.  "Where 
there's  a  will  there's  a  way." 

—  Once  each  month  we  have  decided  to  take 
up  a  collection  wholly  for  missionary  purposes, 
and  it  seems  to  be  gaining  general  favor  and  sup- 
port. When  we  realize  that  there  are  over  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  heathen  and  infidels 
in  the  world,  it  is  high  time  that  we  "awaken  out 
of  sleep"  and  begin  work  in  earnest. 

—We  have  just  been  thinking  how  many  hun- 
dred of  our  Sabbath  schools  could  take  up  simi- 
lar collections,  and  not  miss  the  few  dollars  thus 
raised.  Who  all  will  join  hands  with  us  and  help 
replenish  the  Lord's  treasury  that  the  cry,  "  No 
means,"  be  heard  no  more? 

— At  our  quarterly  council  we  decided  to  hold 
our  spring  love  feast  June  19  and  20,  at  2:  30  P.  M. 
Our  Communion  will  be  on  Friday  evening,  so  as 
to  lessen  unnecessary  work  on  the  Sabbath.  May 
it  be  a  time  of  spiritual  feasting! 

Wm.  H.  Allen. 

Hanscll,  Iowa,  April  20. 


From  Ottawa,  Kans. 


We  call  special  attention  to  the  Bible  class  in 
connection  with  our  series  of  meetings  in  Forest 
Park,  Ottawa,  from  May  16  to  26.  We  desire  a 
large  attendance  and  assistance  to  make  the  work 
interesting  and  a  benefit  to  all.  The  work,  as  out- 
lined by  Bro.  Weiand  (who  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Bible  work)  will  be 

1.  Best  Methods  of  Bible  Study. 

2.  Christ's  Teachings  on  Prayer. 

3.  Sunday  Schools,  Prayer  Meetings,  Series  of 
Meetings,  Preaching  Services,  Personal  Work,  Pas- 
toral Work,  Home  Mission  Work,  etc.,  etc.,  from 
the  Bible  standpoint, 

4.  Possibly,  a  class  in  Bible  and  Hymn  Reading 

I.  H.  Crist,  Sec'y. 


from  all  parts  of  the  territory  of  the  Central  Pas- 
senger Committee  as  to  assure  their  being  offered 
for  acceptance  to  the  lines  of  the  Western  Passen- 
ger Association  only  on  May  18,  22  and  23,  and  to 
be  limited  for  return,  leaving  Ottawa,  Kans.,  not 
earlier  than  May  28  and  not  later  than  thirty  days 
from  date  of  sale;  tickets  to  be  subject  to  execu- 
tion for  return  journey  by  agents  of  the  terminal 
lines  at  Ottawa,  Kans.  Such  execution  to  be 
made  only  on  payment  of  $2.00  for  certificates 
making  good  for  passage  return  portion  of  the 
ticket.  Tickets  for  return  later  than  June  I  must 
be  deposited  with  the  agent  of  the  terminal  line 
over  which  the  ticket  reads,  on  or  before  that  date 
and  retained  by  the  agent  until  the  date  within  the 
thirty  day  limit  upon  which  the  holder  wishes  to 
start  from  Ottawa  on  return  journey. 

F.  C.  Donald,  Commissioner. 


ed  by  the 


Railroad  Rates  to  Annual  Meeting,  Granted  by  the 
Central  Passenger  Committee. 

[The  following  circular,  issued  to  ihe  "  Members  of  the  Cen- 
tral Passenger  Committee,"  may  be  of  interest  to  those  of  our 
readers  who  think  of  attending  the  Annual  Meeting.— Ed.] 

As  giving  effect  to  the  action  of  your  Committee, 
it  is  hereby  announced  that  for  the  above  occasion 
special  iron-clad  signature  tickets  of  the  form 
shown  in  attached  circular  No.  6  of  Western  Pas- 
senger Association  may  be  sold  from  all  points  in 
Central  Passenger  Committee  territory  at  rate  of 
one  first-class  fare  per  capita  via  route  'traveled  for 
the  round  trip. 

Such  tickets  limited  to  continuous  passage  in 
both  directions  may  be  sold  May  17,  21  and  22,  in- 
clusive, good  going  only  on  date  of  sale,  as 
stamped  on  back  by  selling-agent,  the  sale  of 
tickets  on  the  dates  authorized  to  be  so  regulated 


First  Report  of  Asia  Minor  Mission. 

(July  15,  1895,  to  Afrit  15,  1S06). 
;  The  opening  of  this  mission  was  appi 
Annual  Meeting  held  in  Decatur,  111.,  June,  1895. 

G.  J.  Fercken,  minister  in  the  second  degree, 
was  there  and  then  (June  6),  appointed  missionary 
to  Asia  Minor,  he  "  having  received  the  approval 
of  the  church  at  Mt.  Morris,  the  recommendation 
of  the  elders  in  Northern  Illinois,  the  call  of  the 
General  Mission  Board,  and  the  unanimous  ap- 
proval of  the  Standing  Committee."  (Gospel 
Messenger,  June  15,  1895). 

He  set  sail  with  his  wife  and  two  children  on 
June  19,  reaching  Smyrna,  where  he  decided  to 
locate  and  open  up  a  mission,  July  13. 

On  Sept.  27,  Eld.  D.  L.  Miller  and  wife,  brethren 
H.  B.  Brumbaugh,  T.  T.  Myers,  and  W.  L.  Binga- 
man,  of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  visited  the  mission,  re- 
maining until  Oct.  2. 

Sunday,  Sept.  29,  our  first  love  feast  was  held. 
The  above-named  brethren  and  sister,  with  the 
missionary  and  his  wife, — altogether  seven, — par- 
took of  it,  several  Greeks  witnessing  the  solemn 
and  impressive  service. 

Previous  to  the  love  feast,  Bro.  G.  J.  Fercken 
was  ordained  to  the  bishopric,  elders  D.  L.  Miller 
and  H.  B.  Brumbaugh  laying  hands  on  the  first 
elected  bishop  of  the  Brethren  church  in  Asia 
Minor. 

The  first  baptism  was  administered  Oct.  17,  1895. 
Number  of  persons  baptized  up  to  date,  NINE, — 
of  whom  five  were  once  members  of  the  Greek 
Church,  three  of  the  Armenian  Church,  and  one 
an  Armeno-Protestant  convert. 

The  number  of  members  in  Smyrna  being  now 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  congregation,  they  all  met 
at  the  "Brethren's  Home"  Jan.  26,  1896,  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing.  On  that  day  was  founded 
the  First  Brethren  Church  in  Asia  Minor. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  devotional  exer- 
cises, the  reading  of  Rev.  11:8-11,  and  prayer. 
Eld.  G.  J.  Fercken  presided.  Sister  Fercken  acted 
as  Secretary.     Business  before  the  meeting: 

(a)  The  appointment  of  hours  and  numbers  of 
Sunday  and  weekly  services;  also  of  our  next  love 
feast. 

(h)  The  appointment  of  our  next  church-meet- 
ing, to  be  held  on  Easter  Monday,  April  6. 

(c)  Bro.  Anastase  Vassili  was  unanimously  elect- 
ed deacon. 

(d)  Bro.  Stepan  Apikian 
ed  evangelist. 

(«)  Some  rules  sf  discipl 
local  church,  were  adopted. 

Our  second  love  feast  was  held  on  Maundy 
Thursday,  April  2.     Eleven  partook  of  it. 

On  Easter  Monday,  April  6,  Bro.  S.  Apikian  was 
put  into  the  first  degree  of  the  ministry  after  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  church,  and,  with  becoming 
solemnity,  duly  installed. 

It   was   also   unanimously   adopted   to   send  the 
following  greeting  to  the  Annual  Meeting: 
To  the  Annual  Muting  of  the  Brethren  Church  in  America  of 
180O.    From  the  Church  in  Asia  Minor,  Greeting.— 

little  band  of  Christians,  "  contending 


5  officially  appoint- 
pertaining   to   the 


'"niestl, 


ternity  in  America,  whose  prayers  are  humbly  ; 

requested  in  our  behalf.    We  avail  ourselves  of  this  fin 

portunity  to  thank   the  Brethren  church  for  sending 

pure  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  enabling  us 

the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  us 

God  to  guide  and  bless  you  in  all  your  deliberations''   Xh' 


'tan<i  fast  i, 
Pray 
r  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all! 
Statistics. — The  church  at  Smyrna  has  one  eld 
r;  one  minister;  one  deacon;  eleven  members* 
ine  were  baptized;  two  love  feasts  were  held. 

G.  J.  Fercken,  Missionary. 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor,  April,  l8g6. 


Arrangements  for  Annual  Meeting. 


Ottawa,  the  place  of  our  coming  Conference  is 

sty-five  miles  southwest  of  Kansas  City  on  the 
Santa  Fe  and  the  Missouri  Pacific  railways.  The 
little  city  has  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants  is 
the  seat  of  one  of  the  oldest  institutions  of  learning 
in  the  State,  and  has  given  that  culture  and  refine- 
ment to  many  of  its  citizens  which  only  institutions 
of  learning  can  afford. 

The  Chautauqua  grounds  are  among  the  chief  at- 
tractions and  afford  better  facilities  for  holding  the 
Annual  Meeting  than  any  other  I  attended  in  the 
United  States.  The  historic  stream,  Marais  des 
Cygnes,  flows  through  the  park,  shaded  by  ancient 
oaks  and  wide-spreading  elms.  A  large  tabernacle, 
claimed  to  have  a  seating  capacity  for  five  or  six 
thousand  persons,  is  a  permanent  structure.  It 
contains  an  elevated  platform  for  speakers,  which 
wi!l  accommodate  all  the  members  of  the  Standing 
Committee,  and  about  two  hundred  and  forty  aged 
members  besides. 

Convenient  buildings  are  also  on  the  grounds  for 
sleeping  apartments  for  the  Standing  Committee 
and  other  committees.  Buildings  for  restaurants 
and  lunch  stands  will  be  added  to  those  already  at 
hand,  as  may  be  needed. 

Close  by  the  tabernacle  is  a  large  enclosure,  cov- 
ered with  a  mat  of  blue-grass,  on  which  are  to  be 
erected  four  or  five  hundred  tents,  each  accommo- 
dating from  six  to  eight  persons.  These  will  be 
guarded  by  police  day  and  night.  They  will  -ost 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  each,  and  must  It  se- 
cured by  writing  to  Isaac  Crist,  Gardner,  Kansas. 

Those  who  desire  beds  in  the  city  should  address. 
S.  P.  Weaver,  213  South  Main  St.,  Ottawa,  Kans., 
and  send  a  small  remittance  to  insure  lodging,  and 
a  receipt  will  be  given. 

The  rates  in  the  Trans-Missouri  District  are  one 
fare  plus  two  dollars,  but  one-fare  rate  is  promised 
to  those  who  wish  to  go  farther  after  Annual  Meet- 
ing. S.  Z.  Sharp. 


Special  Railroad  Arrangements  for  Annual  Meeting. 

A  through  chair  car  will  be  run  from  Spring- 
field, Ohio,  to  Ottawa,  Kansas,  without  change. 
Seats  free.  This  car  goes  by  way  of  Big  Four  R.  R-r 
to  St.  Louis,  Wabash  R.  R.,  to  Kansas  City,  Santa 
Fe  to  Ottawa,  leaving  Springfield,  May  22,  at  6:  5S 
A.  M.,  arriving  at  Ottawa  on  Saturday,  May  23,  by 
noon.     Come  and  go  with  us!        Henry  Frantz. 


From  Roanoke,  La. 


for  the  faith  < 


;  delivered  1 


n  sending 


greeting  to  the  Annual  Meeting  and  to  tie  whole  Fra- 


We  expect,  the  Lord  willing,  to  hold  our  love 
feast  here  July  4.  We  have  seven  appointments 
each  month  for  preaching  at  the  Roanoke  church. 

We  have  received  five  members,  recently,  by  1«; 
ter  and  recommendation— one  from  Virginia,  two 
from  Flat  Rock,  N.  C,  and  two  from  Alabama. 

A  short  time  back,  our  dear  old  brother,  J.  S.  P«' 
bier,  and  wife,  of  Jennings,  La.,  being  sick  and  fe<* 
ing  that  they  must  soon  cross  the  river  of  dea 
sent  for  the  elders  of  the  church  and  were  anoin'" 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

Eld.  Honberger  and  the  writer  recently  made 
trip  to  Live  Oak,  where  the  Brethren  preach  every 
two  weeks.  On  our  journey  we  had  a  new  ex^  ^ 
ence  in  traveling.  A  boat  would  have  setv'i 
better  than  a  buggy,  but  not  having  one  at  »  ! 
we  laid  aside  our  shoes,  got  strictly  "  int0  o|]ie 
water  and  waded  out,  but  not  without  getting  ^ 
"thorns  in  the  flesh."  Bro.  Joseph  Min'xb|eSS. 
and  preaches  here.    We  believe  the  Lord  is 
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ing  his  work  and  a  harvest  will  be  reaped  by  and 

by- 
Some  time  back  we  went  a-fishing.    We  caught 
some  large  fish  and  some  small  fish.     We  pulled  to 
the  shore   both  good  and  bad.    The  rule  was  to 
take  the  good  and  leave  the  bad  on  the  shore  to 
die.    But  some  of  the  bad  kind  were  so  large  (i 
weighed  fifty-nine  pounds)  we  took  them  anyh 
The  church  is  a  fishing  party.     I  wonder  if  she  ever 
takes  bad  men  because  they  are  "big"  men,  an 
neglects  good  men  because  they  are  "  little  "  men 
C.  D.  Hylton. 
May  5.  < 

District  Meeting  of  Southern  Ohio. 


The  District  Meeting  of  Southern  Ohio 
May  5  at  the  new,  large  and  commodious  meeting- 
house in  the  Donnel's  Creek  church,  Clarke  Co., 
Ohio.  Bro.  I.J.  Rosenberger  was  chosen  Moderator, 
D.  Filbrum,  Reading  Clerk,  and  D.  M.  Garber,  Sec- 
retary. The  Committee  of  Old  Folks'  Home  was 
continued,  with  the  understanding  if  enough  funds 
are  subscribed  until  Aug.  I,  a  special  District  Meet- 
ing would  be  called  to  proscecute  the  work.  Bro. 
Fisher,  of  Mexico,  Ind.,  gave  us  valuable  informa- 
tion relative  to  such  a  Home  as  well  as  an  Orphan- 
age.   Bro.  Replogle,  of  same  State,  was  present. 

The  Mission  work'lacked  means.  A  public  col- 
lection was  held.  Two  papers  were  sent  to  Annual 
Meeting.  Several  papers  passed  the  meeting. 
The  majority  of  the  papers  were  returned  to  the 
churches  from  which  they  came,  but  because  of  the 
(und  of  information  which  they  contain  and  so  that 
our  constituents  might  know  what  was  befoie  the 
Conference,  they  were  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the 
Minutes. 

Eld.  Wm.  K.  Simmons  is  our  delegate  on  Stand- 
ing Committee,  at  Annual  Meeting,  with  Bro.  I.  J. 
Rosenberger,  alternate.  Jno.  Calvin  Bright. 

New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 


landessville  Church,  Ind. -At  a  called  church- 
meeting  Bro.  D.  B.  Garber  was  elected  to  the  min- 
istry in  this  congregation.—  Aaron  Moss. 

Railroad  Correction.— The  notice  in  Messenger 
No.  18,  relating  to  train  leaving  Harrisburg  May 
21,  in  morning,  is  wrong.  It  leaves  May  21  at  7:  30 
P.  M„  and  Altoona  at  10:45  P-  M.  It  will  reach 
Ottawa  about  noon  May  23.— 5.  R.  Zug. 

Grundy  County  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  Jacob  Wit- 
more,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  began  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  this  place  April  15,  and  preached,  in  all, 
twenty-one  sermons.  As  an  immediate  result  of 
the  meetings,  seven  precious  souls  were  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism.— Alda  E.  Albright, 
May  5. 

Berrien  Church,  Mich.— The  members  of  this 
church  will  hold  their  Communion  June  20,  com- 
mencing at  5  P.  M.  It  was  decided  at  our  last 
hold  a  choice  for  two  deacons  at  the 
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e  church  by  baptism  April   12. — E.  A. 


eim,  Pa. — On  Sunday,  May  3,  was  our  reg- 

appointment  in  Manheim.     In   the  afternoon 

*c  went  to  the  stream  beyond  the  church,  where 

"e  precious  souls  were  baptized  in  the  presence 

a  very  large  crowd  of  people.    We  have  three 

ore  applicants   to   be  baptized   later  on.— A.  E. 

L'ght,  May  5. 

Pa«°edk  ^rUn'  Ind--°ur  quarterly  council,  May  2, 
of  h  •  VCry  PIeasant'y'  with  a  large  amount 
cho  "Slness  d'sposed  of.  Bro.  I.  L.  Berkey  was 
leas?"  delegate  t0  Annual  Meeting.  Our  love 
28  BrWas  appointed  for  May  15,  at  4  P.  M.    April 

church"  F'  Stutsman  called  for  the  eIders  of  the 

a„d  ,  *nd  was  anointed.  Brethren  I.  L.  Berkey 
Stutsm  Parker.  of  Elkhart,  were  call  d.  Bro. 
late  a  a"  been  affl"cted  for  some  time,  but  of 

churc„reW,.WOrSe-     He  asks  for  the  prayers  of  the 
,n  hu  behalf.-*.  W.  Davenport. 


Prairie  View  Church,  Kans,-Eld.  G.  E  Stude- 
baker  began  meetings  April  29.  The  church  met 
in  council  April  30  All  business  was  disposed  of 
pleasantly.  May  2  we  enjoyed  another  love  feast 
Sixty-two  members  communed.  The  house  could 
not  accommodate  near  all.  The  meetings  closed. 
May  3,  with  one  received  by  baptism.-/,**  M.  Hud- 
son, May  7. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Mo.-Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  May  2.  We  decided  to  hold  a  series 
of  meetings  some  time  in  August.  The  home  min- 
istry will  conduct  the  meetings.  We  chose  breth- 
ren Josiah  Lehman  and  Wm.  Holsopple,  delegates 
to  District  Meeting.  A  collection  of  S5.10  was 
taken  up  for  mission  purposes.-£,T//M  Kring,  St. 
Martin's,  Mo.,  May  4. 

Elk  Lick,  Pa.-The  Brethren  of  the  Elk  Lick 
congregation  met  in  council  April  25.  Our  visiting 
elders,  S.  F.  Sanger,  L.  A.  Wenger  and  Samuel 
Sprankle  were  with  us.  Our  business  was  all  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  The  brethren  seemed  well 
pleased  with  our  progress.  We  decided  to  hold 
a  love  feast  May  16,  preceded  by  a  week's  meetings. 
— W.  A.  Gaunt,  May  4. 

Grenola,  Kans.— The  Grenola  church  met  in 
council  April  25.  The  members  all  came  in  the 
right  spirit,  so  all  business  was  pleasantly  disposed 
of.  Our  elder  was  with  us  and  conducted  the 
meeting.  He  was  chosen  as  our  delegate  to  Dis- 
trict Meeting.  Three  members  were  received  by 
letter.  A  few  weeks  ago  one  dear  sister  was  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism.— H.  A.  Stoffir, 
April  2J. 

Powell's  Valley  Church,  Ore.— Our  elder,  M. 
M.  Bashor,  began  a  series  of  meetings  at  this  place 
April  25,  and  closed  May  3.  He  preached  eleven 
soul-cheering  sermons.  The  weather  was  quite 
stormy,  but  we  had  a  very  fair  congregation, 
good  attention  and  excellent  order.  At  the  close 
of  the  meetings  one  dear  soul  was  made  to  feel 
the  need  of  a  Savior,  and  will  be  baptked  in  the 
near  future. — Dora  B.  Davy,  May  4. 

Big-  Sandy,  Tenn.— Six  of  us  are  living  he 
Benton  County,  in  an  isolated  condition, 
is  no  church  of  the  Brethren  here,  nor  ai 
known.  Is  not  this  a  pity?  So  old  a  place 
is  and  the  Brethren  church  not  known.  The  com- 
munity is  large  and  sociable.  We  have  the  prom- 
ise of  the  Presbyterian  house  if  we  can  get  some 
one  to  come  and  preach  for  us.  Who  will  come?— 
Lizzie  M.  Grater. 

Somerset  Church,  Ind. — At  our  regular  appoint- 
ment for  preaching,  May  3,  three  young  sisters, 

Sunday  school  scholars, — were  made  wil  ing  to  ac- 
cept Christ  by  baptism.  This  makes  nine  of  our 
Sunday  school  scholars  that  have  united  with  the 
church  within  the  past  year.  Teachers  cannot  im- 
press too  strongly  upon  the  minds  of  their  classes 
the  importance  of  "  Remembering  their  Creator  in 
the  days  of  their  youth." — Otho  Winger,  Sweelser, 
Ind. 

Lancaster,  Pa.— Thursday  evening,  April  23, 
was  the  time  set  apart  for  a  reunion  of  the  singing- 
classes  at  Lancaster,  taught  by  Bro.  D.  M.  Click 
during  the  past  winter.  Six  different  classes  were 
represented,  and  much  interest  has  been  awakened 
in  this  line  of  work.  This  was  shown  by  the 
earnest  singing  engaged  in  for  a  continuous  period 
of  two  hours,  in  a  church  well  filled.  Bro.  Click 
made  some  touching  farewell  remarks,  and  left 
next  morning  for  his  home  in  Virginia. — Lizzie 
Myer. 

Palestine  Church,  Ind.— We  met  in  council  May 
2.  The  church  decided  to  call  for  aid  in  the  min- 
istry, and  one  brother  was  also  chosen  to  the  office 
of  deacon.  Brethren  Sherman  Clapper  and  John 
Maurery  were  elected  and  duly  installed  into  the 
ministry  by  Bro.  D.  P.  Shively.  The  deacon 
brother  was  elected,  but  not  installed  yet.  Our 
esteemed  elder,  Bro.  J.  T.  Dobbins,  could  not  meet 
with  us  on  account  of  illness.  He  has  been  sick 
for  five  weeks  and  near  to  death's  door.  He  is  im- 
proving very  slowly. — M,  L,  Hahn,  Seafield,  Ind, 
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Clear  Creek  Congregation,  Huntington,  Ind.— 
Our  last  business  meeting  occurred  April  25.  Be- 
ing away  from  home  much  of  the  time,  engaged  in 
evangelistic  work,  and  for  other  reasons,  we  con- 
cluded to  call  more  workers  to  the  ministry.  Aft- 
er due  consideration  brethren  Warren  Shock  and 
John  H.  Christian,  were  duly  installed.  These 
brethren  both  being  young,  will  have  some  advan- 
tages others  may  not  have.  We  also  appointed 
our  Communion  for  August  22,  commencing  at  2 
P.  M.  Adjoining  brethren  assisted  in  the  work  — 
Dirsey  HoJgden. 

Peach  GroVe,  Va.— We  held 
Peach  Grove  April  25.  Seven  m 
sent— four  from  a  distance— brethren  B.  H.  Barn- 
hart,  J.  Rowland,  John  Brindle  and  G.  W.  Wine. 
Bro.  Wine  held  a  series  of  meetings  one  week  pre- 
vious to  our  love  feast.  His  addresses  were 
thoughtfully  prepared,  a  regular  series,  and  drew 
much  people  to  hear  him.  This,  I  hope,  did  much 
good  to  both  saint  and  sinner.  We  also  hold  meet- 
ings at  different  schoolhouses  besides  our  church- 
house,  as  we  have  three  ministers  besides  our  eld- 
er.— Margaret  J  Miller,  Winchester,  Va.,  May  $. 

Linville  Creek  Church,  Va.— The  Linville  Creek 
church  met  in  council  May  1,  Elders  Daniel  Hays 
and  John  P.  Zigler  officiated.  Other  ministers  pre- 
D.  H.  Zigler  and  J.  M.  Roller. 
>s  came  before  the  body.  It 
Id  a  churchhouse  three  miles 
There  is  also  a  move  to  build 
another  two  miles  southeast  of  here.  One  aged 
brother  was  reclaimed,  and  his  wife  received  by 
baptism.  Bro.  J.  M.  Roller  was  chosen  as  delegate 
to  Annual  Meeting.  It  was  also  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  in  October,  1896,  if  a  minister 
can  be  secured.  Two  were  received  into  the  church 
by  letter;  two  letters  were  also  granted.  We  hope 
the  Lord  will  bless  our  labor  in  his  vineyard!— 
Samuel  R.  U'hislcr,  Rroadway,  Va.,  May  4. 

Devil's  Lake,  N.  Dak.— I  arrived 
tlement  of  the  Brethren  west  of  Cai 
Bro.  Peters  lives.  I  had  one  meeting  in  a  broth- 
er's house.  A  great  many  of  the  brethren  and  sis- 
ters met  for  worship.  I  was  well  pleased  with  the 
zeal  and  appearance  manifested  by  the  dear  mem- 
bers at  this  place.  From  here  I  went  to  Maza, 
where  Bro.  J.  Bonsack  lives.  I  found  them  well 
and  enjoying  themselves  in  this  beautiful  country. 
From  here  I  went  to  Devil's  Lake  where  I  re- 
mained ten  days.  I  had  six  meetings  in  the  court- 
room. Yesterday,  the  3rd,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  two  souls  baptized  in  the  beautiful  little 
lake  close  by  the  court-house.  A  large  crowd  wit- 
nessed the  scene, — the  first  baptism  in  this  place. 
My  son  was  one  of  those  baptized,  which  brought 
joy  to  my  heart.  This  morning  I  bade  him  fare- 
well. I  start  for  home  to-morrow.  May  God  keep 
him  I— Joseph  Hold,r,  May  4. 

Baltimore,  Md.— An  unusual  scene  in  Woodber- 
ry  occurred  to-day,  about  noon.  As  we  were 
kneeling  in  prayer  at  the  water's  edge,  in  prepa- 
ration for  baptism,  it  began  raining  and  in  a  few 
nts  the  rain  descended  in  torrents,  creating 
nong  bystanders,  but  the  ordinance  was 
pted  in  the  least.  Bro.  Bricker  was 
very  brief  in  baptizing  the  dear  young  sister,  and 
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this  section  of  the  city.  Bro  Charles  D.  Bonsack 
preached.  A  number  were  present  to  enjoy  this 
privilege,  so  long  and  earnestly  prayed  for.  Bro. 
Smith  preached  in  Woodberry  at  the  same  time. 
We  expect  shortly  to  have  preaching  regularly  at 
both  these  places.  Thus  the  Master's  work  in 
Baltimore  assumes  greater  and  more  encouraging 
responsibilities,  evidencing  a  healthy  growth  in 
city  missions.—/.  5.  Geiser,  lojl  IV.  Baltimore  Street, 
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Osceola,  Ohio.— Last  Sunday,  April 
26,  we  had   meeting    at    Bro.  Henry 
Keller's,  by  Bro.  S.  A.  Walker,  of  S. 
neca   County.     After   meeting   we  r< 
paired   to   the   waterside,    where    or 
young  sister,   fifteen  years  of  age,  w; 
baptized.     She    made    application    ; 
the   mission    point,   called  South  Wy- 
andot, some  time  ago,  but,  on  account 
of  sickness,    the    baptism    was    post 
poned  until  last  Sunday.     We  are  sor 
ry  to  say  that  our  aged  elder,  Henry 
Keller,  is  quite  feeble,  but  our  pray- 
ers are  that  he  may  continue  faithful 
until  death. — Laura  A,  Cook,  April  JO. 

Salem  Church,  Ohio.— At  our  quar 
as  held  yester 
ess  was  brought 
nost    of    wl 


:il   which 


terly 

day,  considerable  bu 
before   the  meeting, 
was     favorably     disposed     of.     Thr 
members     were     received     by    letti 
Three  letters  were  issued  to  members 
gone    out.      Our    Sabbath    school    i; 
moving  along  very  favorably.     Teach 
er's    meeting    is    held    once   a   week 
which   is  well  attended.     Two  queries 
go  from  here,  one  to  District  Meeting 
and    one    to    Annual    Meeting.     Bro. 
J.   H.   Brumbaugh  and  the  writer  were 
elected  as  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing   and    Annual    Meeting.— Jesse   K. 
Brumbaugh,  Union,  Ohio,  May  1. 

Thornapple  Church,  Mich.  —  Our 
council,  preparatory  to  District  Meet- 
ing, was  held  on  the  last  Saturday  of 
April.  We  decided  not  to  represent 
at  Annual  Meeting  by  delegate  this 
year.  The  time  set  for  our  spring 
love  feast  is  Saturday,  June  13,  at  the 
east  house.  We  were  represented  at 
District  Meeting  by  two  delegates. 
The  District  Meeting  was  held  on  Sat- 
urday, May  2,  in  the  Saginaw  church. 
The  Ministerial  Meeting  was  held  the 
day  previous  at  the  same  place.  We 
had  small  attendance,  but  both  were 
pleasant  meetings.  Eld.  Isaiah  Rai- 
righ  is  chosen  as  delegate  on  Standing 
Committee  from  the  District  of  Mich- 
igan. The  time  of  holding  District 
Meeting  was  changed.  No  queries  go 
to  Annual  Meeting.  Our  next  Dis- 
trict Meeting  will  be  held,  the  Lord 
willing,  in  the  Sunfield  church,  on  the 
second  Saturday  in  October.— Peter  B. 
Messncr,  May  4. 

Smyrna,   Ga. — After    stating    much 
in  an  encouraging  way  about  Brethren 
settling  in  the  South,   Mr.  T.   F.  Jef- 
fries, of  Smyrna,  Ga.,  says:  "  No  one 
need    be     appalled    about     the 
problem,  as  Providence  and  tin 
see  to  that.     Man,  and  even  the  wrath 
of   man,   are   but   instruments   in    t 
hands  of  the  Master,  and  can  be  ma 
to     praise     him.       The     Messing 
kindly   sent   me   by   my   old  Virginia 
friend  and  schoolfellow— J.  W.  Harsh- 
barger,  of  Girard,  111., — is  eagerly  read 
by  three  families  here  every  week,  and 
is  commented  upon   in   the   most   af- 
fectionate terms.     Love  and  good  will 
reaches  every  human  heart  in  all  coun- 
tries and  all  ages.     The  day  of  peace 
on  earth  can   come  through   no  other 
channel.     It    is    the    doctrine   of  the 
Great  Teacher.     How  admirably  dot 
the  editor  often  refer  to  very  difficu 
questions  without   irritating  and  ve: 
ing  those  not  seeing  just  as  he  doe 
'Tis   a   gracious   gift,    springing   from 
real,  Christian  love  of  souls.     By  hold- 
ing fast  to  true   fraternity  all  will  be 
gained  and  nothing  lost  in  time  and 
eternity. —  T.  F,  Jeffries,  May  1. 


Eel  River  Church,  Ind.— To-day 
May  2,  was  our  regular  council.  Much 
business  came  before  the  meeting, 
among  which  was  the  selecting  of  del- 
egates to  Annual  Meeting.  Brethren 
Wm.  F.  Neal  and  Sylvanus  Funk  were 
chosen.  The  church  elected  two  dea 
cons,— brethren  John  D.  Mishler  anc 
Samuel  A.  Haines.  We  also  forward 
ed  Bro.  George  Mishler  to  the  seconc 
degree  of  the  ministry.  Five  were  re 
ceived  by  letter;  one  letter  was  grant 
ed.  At  noon  of  the  same  day  we  re 
paired  to  the  waterside  where  si> 
precious  souls  were  buried  by  baptism 
— we  trust  to  walk  in  newness  of  life 
Three  of  the  adjoining  elders  were 
with  us,  namely,  brethren  Jacob  Snell, 
David  Krider  and  Isaac  Miller. — C.  C. 
Arnold,  May  2. 
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"Talks  to  the  King's  Children."    Second 
ries  of  "  Five  Minute  Object  Sermons,"  by 
Sylvanus  Stall,  D.  D.     Cloth,  i2mo,  256  pp., 
Si. 00.    New  York,  London  and  Toronto:   the 
Funk  &  Wagnalls  Company. 

This  book  belongs  to  a  class  of  which  there 
are  but  few  in  any  language.  The  author  has 
done  for  children  what  Schriver  in  Germany, 
and  Dean  Stanley  in  England,  have  done  for 
grown  people.  There  are  many  religious 
books  for  children,  but  these  Sermonettes  are 
unique.  With  some  object  of  every-day  life 
presented  to  the  eye,  the  author,  after  the 
manner  of  the  parables,  presents  the  impor- 
tant truths  of  the  Gospel  to  the  easy  compre- 
hension of  both  old  and  young.  The  large 
sale  of  the  first  series  of  "  Five  Minute  Object 
Sermons  to  Children"  proves  the  author's  fit- 
ness for  this  work.  Every  page  is  animate 
with  thoughts  that  both  captivate  and  edify. 
The  book  is  a  model  for  childi 
and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  first 
een  welcomed  by  mothers  in  the  n 
teachers  in  the  schoolroom  anc 
n  foreign  lands;  has  afforded  the  best  of  in- 
truction  to  the  young,  and  has  been  appreci- 
tively  used  by  grown  people  for  devotional 
reading  and  welcomed  particularly  by  pastors 

preparing  to  preach  to  children. 


"  Christ's  Trumpet  Call  to  the  Ministry,"  or, 
The  Preacher  and  the  Preaching  for  the 
resent  Crisis."  By  Daniel  S.  Gregory,  D.  D., 
LL.  D.  i2mo,  cloth,  355  pp.,  $1.25.  New 
York,  London  and  Toronto:  Funk  &  Wagnalls 
Company. 
This  book  is  the  result  of  a  profound— al- 
lost  overwhelming,— conviction  on  the  part 
f  the  author  that  the  questions  discussed  are, 
for  the  ministry  and  for  the  church,  lite-and- 
death  questions  that  every  preacher  of  the 
Gospel  should,  for  the  glory  of  the  Master, 
and  for  the  sake  of  a  lost  world,  take  up,  con- 
sider carefully,  and  settle  in  the  light  of  the 
Word  of  God,  without  an  hour's  delay.  They 
are  expressed  in  popular  and  practical  form, 
and  appeal  with  mighty  force  to  preachers  of 
the  Gospel. 

The  chapters  cover  the  whole  field  of  minis- 
terial duty  in  its  relation  to  present  conditions 
and  exigencies. 
The  book  presents  an  entirely  new  aspect 
f  the   great    crisis  to    which  the  church  of 
;hrist  has  come.     It  demonstrates  her  obliga' 
ion  for  the  immediate  evangelization  of  the 
vorld,  and  shows  that  Christ  has  given 
ler  hands  all  the  requisite  means,  forces 
igencies.     It  brings  out  and  emphasizes 
fearful   responsibility   of  the   ministry  as 
ncly-constituted   leaders  and  director 
this  work. 

-  "  The  Fisherman  and  his  Friends."  A  series 
of  revival  sermons  by  Louis  Albert  Banks, 
D.  D.,  pastor  Hanson  Place  M.  E.  church, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Cloth,  i2mo,  365  pp.,  gilt  top, 
Si.50.  New  York,  London  and  Toronto:  Funk 
&  Wagnalls  Company. 

The  freshness  and  suggestiveness  of  Dr. 
Banks'  recent  book  of  revival  sermons,  en- 
titled "Christ  and  His  Friends,"  ensures  a 
glad  welcome  fer  the  companion  volume, 
"The  Fisherman  and  bis  Friends,"  just  pub- 
lished by  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Company.  The 
thirty-one  revival  sermons  in  this  new  volume 
were  all  the  result  of  long  study  and  observa- 


,  but  the  actual 


lion  of  each  ser- 

till  the  day  of  delivery.    In  sug- 

rial  this  book  is 

ers,  who,  in  the 


gestion  and  illust: 
invaluable  to  Christian  worsers 
Bible  class   of  the  Sunday   sch 
pulpit,  are  seeking  to  win  souls  11 

"  Handbook  on  Currency  and  Wealth."  By 
George  B.  Waldron,  A.  M.,  statistical  editor 
of  The  Voice,  with  numerous  tables  and  dia- 
grams. i2mo,  flexible  cloth,  150  pp.,  5°  "0"f 
New  York,  Londor 
Wagnalls  Company. 


rthe  Ma 


nd    Toronto:    Funk    & 


i  28  days.     Fur 
1  from  Matt,  19: 


'hyn 


"The  Standard  Hymnal."  A  w 
for  general  use.  Compiled  and  arranged  by 
C.C.Converse.  121110,  cloth,  112  pp.,  35  cents. 
New  York,  London  and  Toronto:  Funk  & 
Wagnalls  Company. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


DETRICK-LONGFELLOW.— By  the  un- 
dersigned, April  29,  1896,  Bro.  Calvin  B.  De- 
d  Miss  Nettie  Longfellow,  of  Logan 
County,  Ohio.  Arednego  Miller. 

HUGHS— LINGENFELTER.— By  the  un- 
dersigned, April  28,  1896,  at  the  residence  of 
the  bride's  parents,  Josiah  Lingenfelter,  in 
r,  Fulton  Co.,  111.,  Frank  Hughs  and 
E.  Lingenfelter,  all  of  Fulton  County, 


ART. 

TRIMMER.— At  Quinter,  Kans.,  April  ri 
!q6,  Joseph  Kenton,  infant  son  of  brother  and 
ea>".  7  months 
by  the  Breth. 
Whitmer, 

CONNOR,— At  Whittier,  Los  Angeles  Co 

Cal.,  April  22,    1896,    of    typhoid   fever  and 

Willard  Calvin  Connor,  son  of  sister 

Tena   Conner  (nee   Wagoner),  aged  14  yeats 

and  9  days.     Funeral  discourse  by  the  writer. 

J.  S.  Flory, 

NEDROW.— In  the  Jacob's  Creek  congre- 

ition,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  24,  1895,  Thomas 

Allen   Nedrow,   son  of    Bro.    Isaac  and  sister 

Susie  Nedrow,  aged  4  years,  7  months  and  21 

NEDROW.— In  the  Jacob's  Creek  congre- 
gation,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa.,  March  6,  1896,  Norah 


111. 


Ma 


j  Lin 


FALLEN  i  ASLEEP 


"   111. ■■:-,-.!   A 


HAUN—  In    the    Woodstock    congregation, 

a.,  Feb.  5,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth  Haun,  aged 
66  years,  6  months  and  n  days.     Services  by 

e  writer.  S.  A.  Shaver. 

HOLLER.— In    the    Woodstock    congrega- 

ra,  Feb.  24,  1S96,  Bro.  Jonathan  Holler,  aged 
about  8}  years.     Services  by  the  writer. 

S.  A.  Shaver. 

MILLER. — In   the    Flatrock    congregation, 

Liberty    Furnace,    Va.,     March    27,    1896, 

Bro.   Joseph   Miller,  aged   81    years,  1  month 

ad  12  days.     Services  by  the  writer. 

S.  A.  Shaver. 

STAYER.— At  her  home  in  the  Hopewell 
church,  Pa.,  April  15,  1896,  Eliza  Stayer,  in- 
fant daughter  of  Bro.  David  and  sister  Stayer, 
aged  6  months  and  3  days.     Services  by  the 

riter  and  Bro.  Bowser.  J.  S.  Rush. 

KAUFMAN.— In  the  Hopewell  church.  Pa., 

April   iq,   1896,  infant  son  of  Joseph  and  sister 

Kaufman,  aged    1  year,  3  months  and  19  days. 

ces  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  David 

Stayer.  J.  S.  Rush. 

JACKSON— In  the  Killbuck  church,  Ind., 

April  9,  1896,  Naomi  (Hiatl)  Jackson,  aged  79 

,  10  months  and  30  days.     She  was  mar- 

o  Benjamin  Jackson,  March  14,  1833,  and 

has  been   a  widow    for  fourteen  years.     She 

the  mother  of  twelve  children,  of  whom 

n   have   preceded   her   to  the  spirit  land. 

She  died  on  the  forty-fifth  anniversary  of  her 

entrance  into  the  Brethren   church.     Funeral 

services  by  the  writer  at  the  Killbuck  church, 

eight  miles  west  of  Muncie,  from  2  Cor.  5:  1, 

John  R.  Wellington 

HOFF.— In  the  Cando  church,  Ramsey  Co., 
N.  Dak.,  April  4,  1896,  Clara  Elizabeth  Hoff, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Malinda  Hoff,  aged  16 
years,  10  months  and  26  days.  Deceased 
born  in  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  in  1879. 
emigrated  to  Ramsey  County  with  her  parents 
in  1895.  She  visited  her  friends  in  Indiana, 
and  during  that  time  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  and  lived  a  devoted  life  till  death, 
Funeral  services  by  John  W.  Hartsoch,  as- 
sisted by  Bro.  Mart  Eisenhour,  from  r  Thess. 
[:  13,  14-  Oskhr  Hartsoch. 

HORNING— In  the  La  Motte  church,  Hut- 
ionville,  111.,  March  5,  1896,  sister  Sarah  Horn- 
ng,  aged  89  years  and  29  days.     She  was  born 


FULLHART.— At  her  home  near  Orn  h 

Mo.,  March  1,  1896,  sister  Nancy  Ann  Fun 

hart,  aged  about  72  years.    Deceased  was 

mber  of  the  Fairview  church 

va,  having  united  with  the  Brethren  c'hu' 

forty  years  ago.     She  leaves  five  childi 

aged  husband  to  mourn  their  loss. 
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NEFF. — In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lancas- 
ter Co.,  Pa.,  April  17,  1806,  Christian  NeU,  Jr., 
of   Bro.   Christian    Neff,  aged  33  years,  6 
months  and  29  days.  I.  W.  Taylor, 

NEFF. — In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lancas- 
r  Co.,  Pa.,  April  23,  1896,  Bro.  Christian  Net, 
Sen.,  aged  73  years,  6  months  and  1 1  days. 
I.  VV.  Taylor. 
RAFFE.  —  In    the    Nettle    Creek    church, 
Wayne  Co.,   Ind.,  April  15,  1896,  Bro.  Edward 
Raffe,  aged  72  years,  9  months  and  14  days. 
was  born  near  Washington,  Wayne  Co., 
Ind.,  July   I,  1823.     At  the  age  of  twenty-four 
years  he  was  married  to   Catharine   Ulrich, 
whom  he  lived  until  her  death,  Nov.  20, 
To  them  were  born  four  children,  Iwo 
horn, — a  son  and  a  daughter, — died  in  in- 
fancy.    Two   daughters  are  yet   living.    Oct. 
,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Sparki,  with 
10m  he  lived  until  his  death.    In  iS-i-Ae, 
th  his   wife,  united  with  the  German  T3:Vws\ 
church.     About  one  year  later  he  was  elected 
o  the  office  of  deacon,  in  which  capacity  he 
labored,   acceptably    to    the    church,  the   re- 
ider  of  his  life.    Funeral  by  elders  Lewis 
W.  Teeter  and  Abraham  Bowman  from  John 
4.  Ida  E.  Teeter. 

MILLER— At  Stockton,  Cal.,  March  17, 
96,  sister  Lila  (Bigler)  Miller,  wife  of  Bro. 
S.  M.  Miller,  aged  31  years,  I  month  and  17 
.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  one  little 
daughter.  Sister  Lila  had  withdrawn  from 
the  church,  but  eight  days  before  she  died 
the  writer  was  called  to  assist  in  reinstating 
her  to  the  Brethren  church,  after  which  she 
was  anointed.  A  short  service  was  held  at 
the  house  by  the  Methodist  minister. 

J.  S.  Brubaker. 


Ha 


Co,, 


STILL— At  Cedar 
Tenn.,  April  19,  1896,  Martha  Still,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Isenberg  and  wife  of 
Abe  Still,  aged  56  years,  9  months  and  1 1  days. 
She  joined  the  church  of  the  Brethren  in 
1861.  She  lived  a  consistent  member  of  the 
church  for  about  thirty-five  years.  While  we 
feel  her  loss,  we  feel  it  is  her  eternal  gain. 
Funeral  discourse  from  Rev.  14:  l2>  *3»  t0  3 
large  concourse  of  people. 

George  C.  Bowman. 

NULL.— Near  Morrison,  Whiteside  Co.,  Ifc 
April  22,    1896,    after    a   brief    illness,   »!»■ 
daughter  of  John  and   Sarah  Null,  aged 
years,  6  months  and  20  days.    By  her  mode ij 
and  gentle  disposition  Ella  had  endeared  n 
self  to  all  who  knew  her.    Funeral  disco" 
by  John  Nice  of  the  Mennonite  church. 

church, 


in  Pennsylvania  in  1807;  moved  to  Ohio  in 
1843  and  in  1865  she  moved  to  Illinois  where 
she  has  since  made  her  home.  She  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Bro.  Isaac  Horning,  de- 
ceased, in  1830.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
seven  children.  She  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  before  leaving  Pennsylvania,  and  lived 
faithfully  till  death.  Funeral  services  by  Bro. 
J.  C.  Stoner,  assisted  by  brethren  Jacob  Swing- 
I  er  and  C.  W.  Metz.  G.  M.  Stoner. 


HILBERT.—  In    the    New    Hope 
Washington    Co.,   Tenn.,   April  29,  l» 


.  „  faithful,  earnest  n 
church  for  about  twenty^. 


25  days.     H< 

of  the  Breth: 

years.    He  was  given  to  charity 

tality,   and   generally   beloved.    H 

father  of  our  beloved  James  M.  »**£. 

died  about  eight  years  ago,  afterdoi  g    ^ 

faithful  work   in  the  ministry.    Fune       ,3, 

monbyEld.J.C.BashorfromRev.H8ov6] 
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J.  W.  LOVEGR' 


May  16,  1896- 


teb  gospel  rMiEssiEsnsrG-iEiR. 


ft  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  ft 


at  i  P.  M..  New  Enterprise,  Pa, 
'  ot  3  F.  M.,  Walnut  Grovo,  Johnstown,  Pa. 
1,  Ladoga,  Ind. 

,,  and  "i'.  »t  !  F.  M..  Cherry  Grove  church 
rroll  CO.,  Ill- 

1  at  2  P.  M.,  C»rro  Gordo  church,  111, 
land  20,  Hade  house,  Falling  Spring  church, 


May  21,  at  10  A.  M.,  Okaw  church,  111. 

Mny  21,  Honey  Cn<Hi  t-h  ur.-li,  Nodaway  Co.,  Mo. 

uroh,  Huntington 


ngregntlon,  Caro> 


,  Bear  Creek  church,  Md. 

,  at  4  P.  M.,  Falrvlew  church.  Pa. 

,  at  10  A.  M.,  Bethel  coimregui  inn.  1 


s  Creek  church,  one 
of  Linwood, 


,  Meyeradale,  Pa, 


Brownsville,  Md. 
Hopewell  church,  Pa. 
d.,  Roaring  Spring,  Pa. 
Tul[ji'horken  congregntlo: 


i  29,  Mohler  house,  Pa. 

i  P.  M.,  Pleasant  Valley  church,  Ind. 

i  P.  M.,  Bethel  house,  Rockton,  Pa. 

i  3  P.  M.,  in  Pleasant  Hill,  Jefferson  Co. 

I  31,  at  2  P.  M  .Pleasant  View  church,  flv< 


lurch,  Clinton 
a.,  Beaver  Crt 


St.  Joseph  Valley  uluin 

n,  Kans. 

tf„  Booth,  Kans.,  Fleasi 


i  4,  at  2  P.  M.,  Buffalo  Valley,  Pa. 
i  P.  M.,  Monticello  church,  Ind. 
uth  River  cliurdi,  Madison  Co.,  I 


.  Franklin  Grove,  111. 


.,  Belleville  c 


,  Kfl 


.    M.,  sali.-in  church,  Kans.,  Smile* 

>f  Nlokerson. 

;10A.  M.,  Grundy  County  church 

.  M.,  Casstown  church,  Miami  Co. 

■I„  Kilbuck  church,  Ind. 

at 2  P.M.,  Goodwill  meetinghouse 

church,JunintaCo.,P«. 

M ..  Mi.  PU-usaut  cburchhouse,  Yel- 

"istrlct,  hid. 

M.,  Blue  River  church,  Ind. 

nd.',  at'un^V:,^  ',■!■!!,  ■;-'!,,  ,!,■'.' 

w.-^tof  shideler. 

A.  M.,  Green  Spring  District,  8e- 

A.    M.,    East    House,    Thornapple 


1,  Spring  Creek,  Iowa. 

'.  M.,  MilledgevUle,  111. 

'.  M,,  Buck  Creek  church,  Henry  Co. 


;.  Moscow,  Idaho. 

■ ,lt  '■'•  P.  M.,  Sheldon,  Iowa. 

•i  at  io  A.  M.,  Silver  Creek  church,  Ohio. 

und  17,  at  I  p.  M.,  Yellow  Creek  church, 


ell.  Story  Co.,'lowW 


M.,  Indian  Creek  c 


June  10,  at  10  A.  M.,  Cedar  Creek  chnrch,  ind. 

Juno  l!i,  Bethel  oluirch,  Salem,  Oregon. 

June  SO,  at  4  P.  M.,  Summit  church,  Pa. 

June  20,  Coquille  Valley  church.  Oregon. 

June  F0,  at  5  P.  M.,  Berrien  church,  Mich. 

June  BO,  at  4  P.  M„  Carson  Valley,  Pa. 

June  20,  at  10  A.  M.,  Middle  Creek  church,  Iowa. 

June  20.  MIdro  cliuroh,  near  Hoyersford,  Pa. 

June  20  and  21,  at  10  A.  M.,  West  Branch,  III. 

June  20,  at  Hudson,  111. 

June  20,  Coon  River  church,  near  Panora,  Iowa. 

June  20  and  21.  at  10  A.  M.,  Wyandot  ohuroh,  Wy- 


Lin-20jHid  21,  i'l.>a«ant  l'rnlrln  church,  Plymouth 

Co.,  Iowa, 
me  20,  Union  Center  district,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind. 
ine  20,  Rogue  River  Valley,  Oregon. 


B  20,  Maple  Grove  church,  Kans. 

outhwest  of  Delta,  Ohio. 

e20.  at  10:  :W  A.  M.,  Maple  Grove  church,  Wood 

Jo.,  Ohio,  8  mill's  ,-iL.i  of  11,'shler. 

e  20  and  21,  Winona  church  Winona  Co  ,  M 


ingre- 
rth  of 


eek  church,  Pa. 
i,  Ind. 

n nr. gallon,  two  milea 

t  Water  Lake   church, 
nroh,  Iowa. 


.,  Nettle  Creek  chu 


♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦ 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

:  month  (4  times) i  30 

ree  months  (13  times) 

months  (26  times), 

:  year  (S3  times) 

S"No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  insisted  mik-.*  mo 


SANTA  FE  ROUTE 


GREAT  OTTAWA  MEETING 

MAT  26  to  29,  1896. 


One  Fare  for  the  Round  Trip, 

SJ2.00.    Tickets  on  sale  May  18,  22.  23  a 


Through  Sleepers  to  Kansas  City, 
Chair  Cars  to  Ottawa. 

THF,  SANTA  FK  muk.'s  n  specialty  of  handl 

quick  and  coin  fortable  trip. 

At  the  close  of  tlie  Conference  excursion  Hcfc 
will  he  sold  at  ONE-FARE  rate  to  points  In  K 
sas,  Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico  with  liberal  lin 
and  atop-over  privileges. 

Address:  G.  T.  NICHOLSON,  G.  P.  A.  A.  T.  > 
F,  R'y,  Chicago,  III.,  or  any  representative  of  Sn 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


itpald  a  full  5( 
nedloal  proper- 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 

ZEROCREAMERY  CO,,  PEBol  IND. 


Our  Publications. 


Childr. 


xpla, 


at  Work.     Weekly;  well-Ulustra 
s  the  Sunday  school    lesson,  with 

etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 
'eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brcth- 
en  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,   $1.50'  per 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

20  copies  tn  miu  ailiirc^,  3  months 1  jo 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wc 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  tb 

Slngleaubscrtption,  one  year 35  c* 

8  cgples,  per  quarter 40  co 

ao  copies  and  over 3*  cents  ei 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes,  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  littl. 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

SIdkIo  subscription,  per  year so  cent 

10  copies  and  over »K  cents  eac; 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stocl 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 


12SII  l.jinOsi'iip"  iijiil  Flowi'i'N,  sizo  l\7,  .  .   .IBoents. 
12PB  KmlnMSi-il  blow.  Tii.'  size  -!*<>',  .       .  ,  '.  '.  25  cents' 

1287    Muds  iiikI   l,jLii'l--i'ji[n'.  -uy '■::-..'!''.,,  .        .    .  irj.-i'iilM. 

000  "The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  50  De- 
signs,  86  cents. 

825H  Landscape  nn<!  Hircls,  m?,.  'ix'V/i, .  ,   .20  cents. 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,   so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Testaments,  fl>xii. in,  rfirj-i'ili(i\  nerdozen.  .  .1    86 
Minim-  Hooks,  each, 40 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial   ohart  of  each  lesion. 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  anr 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  us 
be. are  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morns,  III. 


E  HOLLINGEK  FENCE  CO., 

Greenville,  Ohio. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

,E 
■  nd  Bootl, 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


You  can  stop  the  pain  an 
n  porfectly  oasy.,  simple, 
hout  any  trouble,  and  wit! 

3  QUICK  CORN  CURE  a 


1.,  writes  Deo.  10, 


Dr.  A.  W.  Vaniman, 
OCULIST   AND    AURIST, 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  (act,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $[.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
upply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 

ly  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

I  large,  handsome  Map  ol  the  United  States. 


:    lor   nllut   or 


.,  Chlcai 


FREE 


acknowledged  t 


,  Furi,  Hides,  Dried 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

nous  Persian  Tabloids 

'  the   Messenger,  now 

1  the  greatest  e 

lie     Catarrh, 

Trouble  and  R 

eatment  for  only  81.0,0. 

;s  nothing  and 

will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  to  many 

afflicted   people.     It  will   be   sold  through 

agents.     Special    terms  to  readers  of  the 

Messenger  on  application.    Address 

dVuii.'J  OR*  E  J-  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  for  the  United  States. 


IHH   OOBPBL   ^dlESSHISra-SK.. 


May  16,  1896. 


Highest  of  »11  in  Leavening  Power.—  Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

Rock  Run  ou 


May  -'■I,  hi 
May  83,  at 
May  28,  at 


Mfiy  JM»,  North    Popla 


1  of  Iiaitlo  Crewk, 


FREE  HOMES ! 

Brethren,  wishing  to  join 
the  original  colonies,  with 
organized  churches  and 
schools,  in  North  Dakota 
along  the  Great  Northern 
Railway,  where  the  very 
best  agricultural  lands  can 
be  had  under  the  homestead 
law,  and  can  be  lived  on  for 
seven  years  without  taxes, 
assessments  or  interest  on 
land,  are  invited  to  write  to 
the  undersigned,  who  has, 
in  the' "last  three  years,  lo- 
cated in  that  State  several 
thousand  settlers,  including 
Brethren  and  friends.  Reli- 
able printed  matter  sent 
tree  to  any  address,  as  well 
as  personal  reply  to  all  let- 
ters. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


ONLY  $2.75' 


SPECIAL  SPRING  OFFER! 


in  purity  null 

rongl  bona 
h  quite  no 
lie  Impurities  wltloli 


in.  tiii'im- 1  in.: 

Icli  Hi-  blood. 

luiwi-m,   builds   up 

:|i,lle  ii.i-.~-.Jirv  Mint  lite 
ties  w'  ■-'    ■ 

arvttrloiiB  kinds, 
good  health,  la 

Itos  Feb.  25. 180B: 

Impure.  Dunne, 
with  headache, 
milts  caused  by 
1  1  was  rogues  tod 
i.el's  Doiiblti  Dirt- 


Wiiyne.ibfiro,  Franklin  ( 


Why  Go  North? 

There  is  no   need  to   go  to   northern   sec- 
ons  of  country  when  you  can  buy  land  just  as 

farming  lands,  adjacent  to  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
ington  and  Qu.ncy  Railway  in  Nebraska, 
fiord  fine  advantages  to  the  settler.  Be  sure 
d  take  in  the 

Special  Low-Rate  Excursions 
To  these  fine  farm  lands  at  the  close  of  the 
Ottawa  Annual  Meeting.  For  further  particu- 
lars address:  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass.  Agt.  C. 
B.  &  Q.  R'y,  or  inquire  of  the  Burlington  rep- 
resentative on  Annual  Meeting  grounds. 


The  Famous  Platte  River  Valley, 


If  You   Are  Going  to    North    Dakota    this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Foster  Counties;  for 


TIIKHE  ARE  t 


a  of  fill  denominations  and 
arkets,  and  conl  costs  from 


l.illu 


afforded     tin 


Wells  Counties,  ol 

townships  to  be  ; 
and  have  agreed 


il    H'uster  Counties  through   the*. 

ALWAYS  a  better  price  paid  for 
.1  belter  facilities  it  re  ulTonli-' 
here   there  are   two    competlu 

K.'iii'il  tie-  N-'.rT  li  i-i-ri   ['.eirie    UaHruud' 

Department  of  the  Northern  Pnclllc 
i  250,000  acres  of  land  In  Foster  and 
les,  of  which  they  have  reserved  three 
I  exclusively  to  the  Brethren, 


►  Plain  Clothing  1  j 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  i 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
pie  any  one  can  i 

irantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  ^ 
satisfactory  to  purch; 
e  returned.     Our  prices  J 
Address, 


))  the  quality  to  be 

k  er  or  goods  can  1 

L  are  reasonable,     nuurcaa, 

r>  Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,        ^ 

r*  47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  4 


BRETHREN  WHO  DESIRE  A 
MILD  CLIMATE 

Who  Want  to  Live  by  Farming,  and 

Must  Begin  with  Small 

Capital. 


Bro.    A.  W.    Zeigler, 


ZERO  CREAMERY  CO., 

OF  PERU,  INDIANA, 

the  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Runs.,  and  Is 
authorized  to  appoint  agent*,  ami  iu»k>-  ei.u- 
s  for  the  above  company.  Any  who  desire  to 
ae  goods  will  please  address  either  the  com- 
er Bro.  Zeigler,  and  they  will  be  advised  of 
location   of  the  office  of  the  Zero  Creamery 


MANCHESTER  COLLEGE. 


The  Victor  Remedies. 


Our  many  friends  and  agents  throughout  the 
West  will  find  us  represented  at  the  coming 
Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Kans.  Will  be 
pleased  to  meet  all.  Samples  of  our  Victor 
Remedies  can  be  had  on  the  Grounds.  Spe 
cial  inducements  at  this  meeting. 

Victor  Remedws  Co., 

Frederick,  Md. 


Bny  a  Globe  Incabatorand  Brooder 


..■r  piposy 


n'i.'iiluillii;, 
iruaranUie 


Summer  Term  Begins  Ju 
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'Ultl.in  and   Itnoin _U,-iit    (or   Summer  Term   cf  si; 


Missouri  Pacific  R'y 

GENERAL  ANNUAL  MEETING 

Of  the  German  Baptist 
brethren, 

AT   OTTAWA,    KANS., 
May  26  to  29, 1896. 


One  Pare  for  the  Bound  Trip 

PluaJ2.CH).    Tlekiitson  sale  May  Is,  22,  23  a 


Mr.  Morris 
'.  Forreston 
\  Polodlllm 


WE  BUY :: 


uncoiled  poatu 


FARM  FOR  SALE! 


TO   THE 

...ANNUAL  MEETING... 

C.  B.  & Q  R'y. 


M 


Here  Again  for  1896 


Shoemaker't 
and  Poultry  Annual.    Nearl 


J  MAKER,  Freeport,  111.,  17.  S.  A. 


large  Almanac 

too  pages 


.  6:46?.  M.  .May  2 
.6:59P.M.,  Maya 
■  7:13  P.M.,  May  a 


i iiniiimnoii  Route),   . 

ana.  (Missouri  Pacific), 


BISSt-.LL  WILSON, 

D.  P.  A.,  Mo.  Poo.  Ry., 

OHIOAQO,  ILL, 


going    fr< 


r  will  be  run  from  Mount  Morris 
he    Annual    Meeting   at   Ottawa, 
to  accommodate  all  the  Brethren 
Northern    Illinois.     The  car  will 
ive  Mount  Morris  at  5  P.  M.,  May  23.  a"o 
11  be  attached  to  the  south-bound  train 1  0 
the  Illinois  Cental,  at  Forreston,  leaving  in 

i.    Brethren  wishing  to  enjoy  W 
treat  of  traveling  in  a  special  chair 
the  place  of  Meeting,  without  cnangj 


Ml. 


Morris,   Forres^ 
and 


Polo,  Dixon  and    Mendota.    Thoi 

and  Freeport  may  board  the  regular  train 

join  the  excursion  at  Forreston. 

Round  Trip  Rates.  ^ 

SIS  'l^l^unn,-    I 

Luuurk II  715    I    Dixon, .  •  •  •  n  7fi 

Irornwron 1175   |    Am  oy,  .  •        ^vSSa, 

For  further  particulars  address  I".  =• 

Gen.  Pass.  Agt.,  Chicago,  III, 
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Editorial  *  miscellany^ 


Love  is  the  grandest  thing  in  the  universe.  God 
s  love,  and  love  is  of  God.  Love  is  also  debased 
nd  debasing.  It  represents  lust  and  greed  and 
1  license.  Love  of  the  world,  love  of  money,  love 
of  drink,  love  of  sinful  pleasures  and  indulgence, 
tend  to  personal  ruin.  It  makes  all  the  difference 
1  the  world  what  you  love,  and  how.  A  weighty 
responsibility  rests  on  you  in  the  choice  and  guid- 
ance of  your  love. 


Last  year  the  Inter  Ocean  started  a  man  and  his 
wife  on  a  trip  around  the  world  on  bicycles.  Side 
by  side  they  journey  through  the  valleys,  across  the 
great  plains  and  over  the  mountains,  exposed  to 
disease,  savages  and  wild  animals,  but  when  last 
heard  from  they  were  in  China.  Spinning  along 
the  roads  on  wheels  creates  no  small  amount  of 
excitement  among  the  natives  who  never  before 
or  heard  of  a  bicycle.  In  a  recent  letter  to  the 
Inter  Ocean  the  gentleman  describes  the  Chinese 
anner  of  inflicting  the  death  penalty  for  certain 
crimes.  He  was  permitted  to  witness  one  of  these 
horrible  scenes.  A  condemned  woman  was  bound 
1  post  in  a  manner  in  which  it  was  not  possible 
jor  her  to  move  either  her  head  or  any  of  her  limbs. 
While  being  bound  she  screamed,  moaned  and 
jigged.  When  the  word  was  given,  the  savage 
butcher,  with  a  long,  sharp  knife,  severed  one  ear 
r°m  the  head,  then  the  other,  then  cut  out  the 
0ngue,  took  a  piece  out  of  the  lips,  the  cheeks, 
off  the  eyebrows,  the  nose,  and  so  on,  from  one 
part  of  the  body  to  another,  including  the  fingers 
and  toes,  until  the  legal  thirty-four  cuts  were 
^mpleted.  Of  course  the  poor  creature  was  dead 
etore  the  horrible  deed  was  half  over.  The  writ- 
rs  mdignation  was  aroused,  but  he  dared  not 
met^1  °r  a  like  Punisnment  might  have  been 
^^  ed  out  to  him.  Let  us  be  thankful  that  we 
are  "^  '"  a   countrv   where   such   brutalities 

practiced,  and  when  there  is  a  call  for  money 
brave  and  self-sacrificing  missionaries  to 


assist  in  civilizing  such  people,  let  us  not  fail  to 
lend  a  helping  hand. 


A  late  issue  of  the  Independent  (May  7)  contains 
sixteen  well-prepared  articles  on  International  Ar- 
bitration as  a  means  of  settling  difficulties  between 
the  different  nations  of  earth,  and  abolishing  war 
as  far  as  possible.  The  different  writers  discuss 
the  various  phases  of  the  subject  with  marked 
ability  and  care,  and  have  given  the  public  one  of 
the  best  courses  of  reading  along  this  line  that  has 
yet  appeared  in  a  public  journal.  While  some  of 
them  do  not  see  their  way  clear  for  arbitrating  all 
questions,  and  dispensing  with  war  altogether,  still 
the  tendency  is  to  lead  up  to  that  plane.  This  is 
one  of  the  great  questions  that  may  be  discussed 
in  our  pulpits  and  literature  with  propriety,  for  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  lies  at  the  very  foundation 
of  it,  and  must  give  the  strength  required  to  sup- 
port the  movement  for  peace,  and  the  doing  away 
with  wars. 


Miss  Clara  Barton,  with  her  band  of  earnest 
helpers,  is  still  at  work  among  the  unfortunate  and 
suffering  Armenians.  She  has  been  giving  special 
attention  to  procurring  seeds  that  their  wasted 
fields  may  be  planted.  So  destitute  are  these  poor 
people  that  large  quantities  of  farming  implements 
had  to  be  purchased  for  them  before  they  could 
proceed  with  their  work.  In  the  cities  thousands 
of  them  are  stricken  with  disease,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  reach  all  of  them  with  medical  aid  in 
time  to  save  life.  The  generous  world  is  supply- 
ing Miss  Barton  with  money  and  medicine,  but 
she  finds  it  impossible  to  secure  the  services  of  as 
many  skillful  physicians  as  are  needed.  The  wom- 
an is  doing  a  noble  work  for  suffering  humanity, 
and  if  it  is  not  giving  a  cup  of  cold  water  in  the 
name  of  a  disciple,  it  is  looking  after  the  sick, 
clothing  the  naked  and  feeding  the  hungry  in  the 
name  of  Christianity  and  civilization,  and  will  not 
be  without  its  reward. 


It  is  remarkable  l.ow  much  sin  and  wickedness 
may  be  found  in  high  places,  If  the  rulers  of  the 
earth  were  what  they  ought  to  be,  this  world  would 
soon  be  a  revolving  Paradise,  but  with  the  crimes 
committed  by  some  of  those  who  stand  at  the 
head  of  governments  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  masses 
are  as  good  as  we  find  them  to  be.  Two  weeks 
ago  we  mentioned  the  assassination  of  Nasr  Ed- 
din,  Shah  of  Persia,  and  also  said  something  con- 
cerning his  ill  manners.  The  papers  are  not  say- 
ing very  complimentary  things  about  him.  It  is 
said  that  he  was  an  Oriental  Nero.  His  power 
was  absolute  and  he  used  it  for  the  gratification 
of  his  own  depraved  tastes,  giving  little  thought 
to  the  welfare  of  his  people.  Probably  the  most 
atrocious  of  the  many  crimes  of  the  Persian  mon- 
arch was  the  cruel  death  meted  out  to  the  Govern- 
or of  Matzendor,  Abdullah  Kulah,  whom  he  sen- 
tenced to  be  boiled  alive  in  a  caldron  of  oil,  on 
the  charge  of  embezzlement.  Notwithstanding  his 
pleadings  and  prayers,  Abdullah  Kulah  was  pitched 
head  first  into  the  caldron  by  the  executioners 
of  his  Serene  Highness,  while  the  Shah  stood  by 
to  see  that  his  mandates  were  obeyed.  Travelers 
through  the  domains  of  the  Shah  said  that  it  was 
not  an  uncommon  thing  to  hear  groans  issuing 
from  pillars  of  brick  on  the  roadsides,  the  living 
tombs  of  peasants  unable  to  satisfy  the  demands 
of  the  tax  gatherer,— left  to  a  lingering  death, 
without  food  to  satisfy  their  hunger  or  water  to 
quench  their  thirst.  To  prolong  the  misery  of 
these  unfortunate  wretches,  a  small  window-like 
aperture  is  left  in  the  pillar  that  the  prisoner  may 


breathe,  and  not  die  from  suffocation.  These 
tombs  dot  the  wayside  and  remind  the  traveler  of 
sufferings  too  horrible  to  contemplate. 

Holman  Hunt,  the  English  artist,  suggests  that 
a  syndicate  of  leading  Jews  raise  $500,000,000  and 
approach  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  with  the  consent 
of  the  powers,  offering  to  purchase  Turkey's  right 
to  Palestine  and  then  make  a  Jewish  Republic  of 
it.  This  is  a  big  pile  of  money,  and  the  wealthy 
Jews  could  probably  raise  it,  but  it  is  thought  that 
the  Sultan  would  hardly  consent  to  such  a  deal. 

Ballington  Booth  did  a  very  honorable  thing, 
a  few  days  ago,  when  he  transferred  to  Commis- 
sioner Booth  Tucker  all  the  property  he  held  in 
trust  for  the  Salvation  Army.  Ballington  Booth, 
not  being  able  to  render  proper  satisfaction  to  his 
father  and  others,  in  the  way  he  handled  the  Amer- 
ican division  of  the  Salvation  Army,  withdrew,  and 
organized  another  army,  known  as  the  Volunteers. 
In  his  name  was  a  vast  amount  of  property,  held 
in  trust  for  the  people  he  left.  He  had  manhood 
enough  not  to  keep  it  for  the  benefit  of  his  newly- 
organized  forces,  but  transferred  it  to  his  legal 
successor.  This  should  put  to  shame  professing 
Christians  who,  on  leaving  the  body  of  which  they 
were  members,  take  with  them  all  the  church 
property  they  can  get  hold  of.  While  we  do  not 
recognize  Mr.  Booth's  religion  as  being  that  set 
forth  in  the  Gospel,  still  we  commend  him  for 
setting  an  exatnplc  tor  honesty  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. If  there  is  any  one  thing  in  this  wide  world 
that  professing  Christians  stand  greatly  in  need 
of  it  is  downright  honesty.  A  man  has  no  busi- 
ness keeping  that  which  does  not  belong  to  him. 

Nearly  every  class  of  people,  preachers  and  all, 
have  been  tinkering  with  the  International  Arbi- 
tration question,  but  it  would  seem  that  the  law- 
yers of  the  New  York  State  Bar  Association  are 
to  receive  the  credit  for  offering  the  most  feasible 
plan  yet  suggested.  Of  this  the  Christian  Standard 
says:  "A  committee  of  that  body  now  has  a  plan 
to  be  submitted  at  the  fall  session,  which,  if  ap- 
proved, will  be  sent  to  President  Cleveland,  and 
through  him  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  A 
statement  recently  given  says  that,  in  a  general 
way,  the  plan  provides  for  a  permanent  court,  or- 
ganized upon  a  strictly  judicial  basis.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  have  it  in  constant  session,  so  as  to  an- 
tedate any  controversy  that  may  arise.  The  court 
is  to  be  made  up  of  the  foremost  judges  of  the 
world.  Practically,  the  international  court  of  ar- 
bitration will  bear  the  same  relation  to  nations 
that  the  courts  of  each  country  bear  to  individuals 
and  corporations.  The  plan  has  a  provision  for 
special  and  permanent  treaties.  It  is  intended 
that  all  disputes  of  any  serious  character  between 
nations  shall  be  referred  to  it,  and  that  its  decision 
shall  be  final.  It  is  said  that  the  movement  has 
been  indorsed  by  the  leading  statesmen  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world.  The  members  of  the 
State  Bar  Association  who  have  been  most  active 
in  the  matter  say  that  it  is  the  first  time  that  a 
practical  working  plan  for  an  international  court 
of  arbitration  has  been  evolved,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  for  years  international  arbitration 
has  been  urged  and  made  the  topic  of  innumerable 
debates  and  the  theme  of  thousands  of  sermons. 
The  sentiment  for  international  arbitration  of  the 
questions  and  differences  which  often  lead  to  war, 
and  which  make  the  peace  of  nations  an  uncertain 
quantity,  has  grown  much  more  rapidly  than  prac- 
tical plans  for  the  application  of  this  peace-pro- 
moting principle," 
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THE  LOOM  OF  LIFE. 


SELECTED  1 


.  STUTSMAN. 


All  day,  all  night,  I  hear  the  jar 
Of  the  loom  of  life,  and  near  and  far 
ft  thrills  with  its  deep  and  muffled  soi 
As  the  tireless  wheels  go  round  and  re 


md. 


Busily,  ceaselessly  goes  the  loom 

In  the  light  of  day,  and  the  midnight  gloom; 

The  wheels  are  turning  with  all  their  strife, 

Forming  at  last  the  web  of  each  life. 

Click,  clackl  there's  a  web  of  love  wove  in; 

Click,  clack!  there's  another  of  wrong  and  sin. 

What  a  checkered  thing  this  life  will  be 

When  we  sec  it  unrolled  in  eternity! 

Time  with  a  face  like  mystery, 

And  hands  as  busy  as  hands  can  be, 

Sits  at  the  loom  with  arms  outspread, 

To  catch  in  its  meshes  each  glancing  thread. 

Are  you  spinners  of  wool  in  life's  web,  say? 

Do  you  furnish  the  weaver  a  thread  each  day? 

ft  were  better  then,  O  my  friend,  to  spin 

A  beautiful  thread  than  a  thread  of  sin. 

Say,  when  will  this  wonderful  web  be  done? 

In  a  hundred  years,  perhaps,  or  one, 

Or  to-morrow,  who  knoweth?  not  you  norl; 

But  the  wheels  turn  on  and  the  shuttles  fly. 


the  years  are  slow, 
ng  the  end,  I  know. 


Ah,  sad-eyed  weai 
And  each  one  is  n 
Soon  the  last  web 
God  grant  it  be  love  and 
Harl'or  Springs,  Mich. 


THREE-FOLD  LIFE  RULE. 


BY  I,  N.  H.  BEAHM. 

In  Matt.  18:  10-22,  is  found  what  the  Brethren 
aptly  call  the  rule  of. life.  Therefore,  in  taking  up 
the  Chrictian  work,  this  lesson  is  appropriately  read 
and  accepted.     Thus  we  practice. 

It  forcibly  teaches  three  fundamental,  compre- 
hensive, practical  doctrines  of  the  Christian's  life 
work,  all  of  which  may  be  considered  within  the 
domain  of  church  government. 

"The  Son  of  Man  is  come  to  save  that  which 
was  lost."  (Verse  2.)  In  its  broadest  sense,  this 
text  is  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  spirit  of  sav- 
ing the  sinner, — redeeming  the  race.  It  is  laden 
with  richest  philanthropy,  reformation,  salvation. 
It  is  full  "  to  the  brim  "  of  the  missionary  spirit. 

Since  this  lesson  is  put  to  every  one  knocking 
for  admission  to  church  fellowship,  we  make  spe- 
cial effort  to  grow  up  a  missionary  people,  there- 
fore we  should  excel  in  trying  "  to  save  the  lost," — 
not  only  to  gain  in  number;  but  also  in  presenting 
a  saving  Gospel,  a  whole  Savior  in  doctrine  and  life. 
And,  further,  since,  by  teaching  primitive  Chris- 
tianity in  its  characteristic  doctrines,  we  occupy 
ground  undeniably  safe  in  this  day  of  Apostolic  de- 
generacy, therefore  still  more  should  we  excel  in 
missionary  effort.  Take  courage,  dear  reader!  We 
are  growing.  The  leaven  of  this  text  is  workin_ 
"  Now,  if  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  he 
is  none  of  his." 

Spreading  the  Gospel,  at  home  and  in  foreign 
lands,  is  church  government  in  its  onvjard  sense. 
No  one  can  be  true  to  the  Gospel  or  to  his  relation 
toward  the  unsaved  without  this  phase  of  the  three- 
fold life-rule. 

"  If  thy  brother  trespass  against  thee,  go  and 
tell  him  his  fault,"  etc.,  v.  15.  These  words  simply 
and  powerfully  express  the  germ  law  of  church 
government  in  its  adjiative  sense.  They  are  radi- 
ant with  brotherly  kindness.  "  Ye  which  are  spirit- 
ual, restore  such  an  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness, 
considering  thyself." 

Saving  is  more  important  than  making;  digesting 
is  a  higher  work  than  eating;  meditating,  more  cul- 
turing  than  reading;  so,  continuing  in  Christian 
work  is  nobler  than  taking  it  up.  Hence  the  wel- 
fare of  a  brother  should  be  nearer  to  us  than  having 
a  sinner  accept  Christ.  In  other  words,  church 
government  in  its  corrective  sense  is  loftier  in 
function  than  church  government  in  its  aggressive 


sense.  That  is,  preserving  the  purity  and  peace  of 
the  church  is  a  higher  mission  than  gaining  ad- 
ditions to  the  church.  "  Go  rather  to  the  lost  sheep 
of  the  house  of  Israel."  Truly  it  may  be  said  of 
the  backslider,  "  The  last  state  of  that  man  is  worse 
than  the  first."  Perhaps  stronger,  "It  is  impossi- 
ble ....  to  renew  them  again  unto  repent- 
ance." 

Approach  an  erring  brother-with  eagerness  to 
gain  him.  Make  yourself  a  church  committee  of  one. 
If  necessary,  enlarge  the  committee  by  "  one  or 
two  more."  If  still  necessary,  once  more  en- 
large the  adjusting  committee,  "Tell  it  unto  the 
church."  But  as  the  voice  of  the  church,  in  full 
measure,  is  expressed  only  in  yearly  meeting,  hence 
the  absolute  necessity  of  General  Conference,  in 
delegated  assembly.  Now,  if  one  will  turn  persist- 
ently from  all  such  means  of  restoration,  he  is 
totally  unfit  for  membership.  Count  him  what  he 
is  "  as  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican— cut  him  off. 
"  If  thy  hand  or  thy  foot  offend  thee,  cut  them  off." 

Church  government  in  its  adjustive  sense  keeps 
health  in  Zion,  and  thus  becomes  the  effective 
means  of  mission  work  among  sinners.  "  Let  your 
light  so  shine  before  men  that  others  may  see  your 
good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in 
heaven." 

Yet  once  more:  "  How  oft  shall  my  brother  sin 
against  me,  and  I  forgive  him?"  Verse  21.  The 
spirit  of  forgiveness  is,  perhaps,  the  deepest,  finest, 
and  best  of  our  religion.  It  is  divine.  It  is  un- 
questionably the  richest  and  purest  product  of  love. 
"Father,  forgive  them,"  — "wonderful  words!1' 
Here  is  a  "  pivot  of  destiny."  "  For  if  ye  forgive 
men  their  trespasses,  your  Heavenly  Father  will 
also  forgive  you;  but  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their 
trespasses,  neither  will  your  Father  forgive  your 
trespasses." 

The  spirit  of  forgiveness  brought  salvation  to 
men.  Let  it,  then,  take  root  in  the  innermost  part 
of  your  "  heart  of  hearts."  Each  one  must  get 
right  himself.  "  Charity  begins  at  home;  "  so  does 
church  government;  yea,  ■  all  true'  government. 
"  He  that  ruleth  his  spirit  is  better  than  he  that 
taketh  a  city."  Christianity  gives  one  the  mastery 
of  self.  "  They  that  are  Christ's  have  crucified  the 
flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts."  We  have 
found  the  "  unit  rule  "  of  government,  and  we  have 
church  government  in  its  personal  sense. 

Now  abideth  church  government  in  its  onward 
or  missionary  sense,  in  its  adjusting  or  preserving 
sense,  in  its  personal  or  unit  sense, —  these  three; 
but  the  greatest  of  these  is  the  personal  sense.  This 
life-rule,  in  its  triple  aspect,  belongs  to  every  "  full 
man  "  in  Christ. 

No  one  can  be  true  to  the  Gospel  or  the  church 
without  a  sense  of  the  sinners  spiritual  welfare. 
No  one  can  be  true  to  the  Gospel  or  himself  with- 
out a  sense  of  his  brother's  spiritual  welfare.  No 
one  can  be  true  to  the  Gospel  or  his  God  without  a 
sense  of  his  own  spiritual  welfare. 

May  every  one  share  the  labors  and  joys  of  the 
threefold  life-rule!  May  he  share  the  beneficent  Fa- 
therhood of  God,  the  redeeming  Brotherhood  of 
Jesus,  the  sanctifying  companionship  of  the  Holy 
Spirit! 

Winchester,  Va. 


QOSPEL  HEALING. 


BY  J.  C.  REIFF. 


Often  have  I  grieved  in  spirit  because  of  the 
faithlessness  of  those  who  claim  membership  in  the 
"  one  body,"  and  heirship  to  the  unspeakably  glori- 
ous promises  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  I  wonder 
not  at  the  prevalence  of  infidelity  in  the  world, 
since  I  find  so  much  in  the  church.  The  transitions 
from  a  doubt-blighted  Christianity  to  deism,  and 
from  deism  to  practical  atheism,  are  easy,  indeed, 
and  are  very  apt  to  occur  when,  in  our  religion,  the 
head  is  exalted  above  the  heart.  "  For  with  the 
heart  man  belic-veth  unto  righteousness." 

For  a  Christian  to  recognize  any  unusual  inter- 
position of  divine  power  in  answer  to  prayer:  or  to 
believe  anything,  in  his  religious  life,  that  cannot 


be  explained  from  natural  causes,  or,  frorrl  .l 
standpoint  of  the  scientist,  has  come  to  be  consir]5 
ered,  by  many  leaders  in  the  church,  as  blind 
thusiasm.  In  other  words,  to  be  a  man  of  faith  ' 
these  days,  almost  means  to  be  unpopular.  I  je  , 
that  I  may -safely  say  that  the  great  mass  of  Chri 
tians,  now  living,  have  not  yet  learned  the  parable 
of  Balaam,  "  God  is  not  a  man  that  he  should  lie« 
and  so  they  go  on,  "  doubting  in  Iheir  abject  spj,. 
its  "  the  truth  of  Paul's  assertion  to  the  Corinthi 
ans,  that  "  all  the  promises  of  God  in  him  (Christ) 
are  yea,  and  in  him  amen,  unto  the  glory  of  God" 
By  believing  we  honor  him;  by  disbelieving  wc 
just  as  surely  dishonor  him.  Perhaps  no  Christian 
would  admit,  for  a  moment,  that  to-day  God's  pow. 
er  is  limited,  that  he  cannot  heal,  or  that  "his  arm 
is  shortened  that  he  cannot  save;"  or,  that  he  is 
not  "the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever" 
And  yet,  do  not  the  masses  virtually  make  this 
confession  in  their  daily  lives? 

But  some  may  say,  as  I  have  repeatedly  heard 
"  Oh,  it  is  foolish  to  speak  of  healing  diseases  by 
prayer;  for  that  gift  passed  away  with  the  apos- 
tles." Expressions  like  this  from  men  of  intelli- 
gence and  of  position  in  the  church,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve, have  often  chilled  the  ardor  and  destroyed 
the  beginnings  of  faith  in  those  who  have  fervently 
desired  to  take  God  at  his  word.  And  thus,  per- 
haps unconsciously,  do  men  use  the  instrument, 
"  cruel  unbelief,"  and  strike  at  the  very  heart  of  our 
religion;  and  forever  dwarf  or  kill,  in  many  a  child 
of  Christ,  the  desire  to  live  and  walk  by  faith.  Ah, 
it  is  too  true!  Too  much  of  the  power  in  our  re- 
ligion passed  away  with  the  apostles.  But  where- 
fore? Was  it  so  decreed  by  him  who  said,  "Ask, 
and  ye  shall  receive?"  Surely  not.  Is  not  the 
fault  with  us?  Is  not  the  explanation  found  in 
God's  own  words,  "  Ye  have  not  because  ye  ask 
not;  ye  ask  and  have  not  because  ye  ask  amiss"? 
Is  it  not  said  that  Christ,  when  on  the  cross,  "him- 


ies  and  bare  our  sicknesses?" 
iptures   declare  that   "  \y  his 


self  took  our  infiri 
and  do  not  the 
stripes  are  we  healed?  " 

No  one,  I  think,  will  dispute  that  the  gift  of 
healing  was  given  to  the  early  church.  When, 
then,  was  it  recalled?  If  the  fault  is  with  us,  let 
us  frankly  acknowledge  it,  and  let  us  not  try  to 
find  justification  for  unbelief,  or  try  to  exonerate 
ourselves  and  the  church  by  giving  to  the  Scrip- 
tures strained  and  unlawful  interpretations,  which 
thing  is  so  lamentably  common  to-day.  We  read 
in  Matt.  10:  1  and  8,  how  Jesus  called  and  endued 
the  twelve  apostles  with  the  gift  of  healing  "  all 
manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner  of  diseases." 

In  Mark  7:  13  we  are  instructed  how  they  effect- 
ed the  healing:  they  "  anointed  with  oil  many  that 
were  sick  and  healed  them."  Moreover,  in  Luke 
10:  1  and  9,  we  read,  "  After  these  things  the  Lord 
appointed  other  seventy  also,  and  sent  them,"  say- 
ing, "  Heal  the  sick," — healing  power  given  not  only 
to  the  twelve.  May  we  not  justly  conclude  that 
Paul,  addressing  his  first  letter  "  unto  the  church  of 
God,  which  is  at  Corinth,"— and  which,  as  a  general 
epistle,  is  directed  to  "  all  that  in  every  place  «" 
upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  both 
theirs  and  ours,"  assumes,  in  the  close  of  the  twelfth 
chapter,  that  the  gift  of  healing  was  a  manifest  re- 
ality, not  only  in  the  Corinthian  church,  but  in  all 
the  churches  he  addressed?  Surely  this  is  admissi- 
ble. But  if  they  had  this  peculiar  gift,  then  does 
the  gift  belong  to  this  present  dispensation.  Again, 
James,  who,  being  one  of  the  twelve,  gives  us  (Jas' 
5:  14,  15)  the  instructions  that  he  doubtless  re- 
ceived from  the  lips  of  the  Blessed  Master  n""^; 
which  instructions  agree  fully  with  what  Mark  ■ 
13  says  the  apostles  did.  Notice,  too,  that  Jame 
addresses  his  epistle  to  the  "  twelve  tribes  J*' 
are  scattered  abroad."  If  we  are  the  Israel  of" ' 
does  it  not  apply  to  us  to-day?  When  did 
church  lose  the  gift  of  healing?  When  ^ehave 
if  the 

command  in  Mark  16:  15,  "Go  ye  mm  a'  „ 
world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  crea  ^ 
is  still  as  binding  as  ever,  as  all  admit  it  's'  ,| 
not  the  statement  in  verse  eighteen,  "they 
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lay  hands  on  the  sick,  and  they  shall  recover," 
have  equal  force  to-day?     Who  will  say,  No? 

But  some  may  say,  The  conditions  have  changed; 
the  early  church  had  greater  obstacles  to  overcome, 
hence  she  needed  this  extra  power,  the  gift  of  heal- 
ing. Is  Satan,  with  his  legions,  less  in  the  world 
to-day,  than  then?  Does  the  conflict  between 
right  and  wrong  rage  less  fiercely  now?  Do  not 
the  Scriptures  plainly  teach,  that  in  the  "  last  days 
perilous  times  shall  come?"— when  there  shall  be 
"scoffers,  walking  after  their  own  lusts,"— "  de- 
spisers  of  those  that  are  good," — those  "  having  a 
form  of  godliness  but  denying  the  power  thereof," 
—and  that  "  they  shall  turn  away  their  ears  from 
the  truth  and  shall  be  turned  unto  fables?  "  Does 
not,  then,  the  Christian  church  in  these  days,  as 
much  as  ever,  need  to  "  covet  earnestly  the  best 
gifts?  "  Yea,  verily;  and  why  should  we  be  willing 
to  "  let  them  slip,"  and  try  to  argue  them  out  of  the 
dispensation? 

While  the  gift  of  healing  is  practically  lost  to  the 
church,  yet,  here  and  there,  now  and  then,  all  along 
the  line,  there  have  been  those  who  have  been 
blessed  by  its  possession;  of  whom  I  would  speak, 
did  space  permit.  But,  because  some  to-day  seem 
to  do  violence  to  the  "gift  of  healing,"  should  we, 
then,  utterly  discard  it?  Do  not  men  do  violence 
to  the  doctrine  of  baptism,  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
etc.,  in  the  estimation  of  our  church?  Yet  do  we 
not  cling  the  more  tenaciously  to  them?  Why  not 
be  consistent? 

According  to  the  many  instructions  of  God's 
Word,  there  are,  it  appears,  three  ways  of  receiv- 
ing our  desires  in  case  of  sickness. 

1.  To  ask  by  ourselves,  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Matt.  21:  22;  John  14:  13,  14. 

2.  Two  persons,  or  parties,  may  agree  and  ask. 
Matt.  18:  19. 

3.  By  prayer  with  laying  on  of  hands,  and 
anointing  with  oil.     James  5:  14-16;  Mark  16:  18. 

In  all  these  the  instrument  of  power  is  fervent, 
Ajlth-clothed  prayer.  The  laying  on  of  hands  or 
»J$blnting  with  oil,  we  believe,  would  avail  nothing 
of  themselves;  but  in  connection  with  all-prevailing 
prayer,  we  can  well  afford,  when  possible,  to  use 
them.     Obedience  to  the  Word  always  brings  its 


I  have  never  felt  altogether  satisfied  in  regard  to 
the  interpretation  and  application  our  church,  in 
general,  has  made  of  James  5:  14,  15.  Overwhelm- 
ingly comes  the  conviction  that  this  command  is  in- 
tended primarily  and  emphatically  for  the  healing 
of  the  body,  and  that  the  forgiving  of  sins,  is  a 
secondary  matter, — an  attendant  circumstance,  the 
probability  of  which  rests  on  a  condition: — "And 
i/he  have  committed  sins  they  shall  be  forgiven 
him."  Now,  we  have  made  the  forgiving  of  sins  of 
first  importance  in  most  cases,  and  the  healing  of 
the  body  is  perhaps  hardly  thought  of  or  desired. 
This,  I  think  is  an  evident  misapplication.  The 
sick  should  be  anointed  to  be  healed  of  budily  in- 
firmities, and  where  there  is  the  "  prayer  of  faith," 
our  gracious  father  has  promised  not  only  to  heal 
the  sick,  but  also  to  forgive  any  sins  he  may  have 
committed. 

A  recent  writer  in  the  Messenger  says,  in  speak- 
ing of  verse  15,  "  We  pray  for  their  salvation,  .  . 
This,  in  turn,  will  'raise  them  up  '  to  new  assuran- 
ces, new  prospects."  This  seems  to  be  straining 
the  language  to  fit  a  custom  of  our  church.  When 
other  churches  make  a  spiritual  or  figurative  appli- 
cation of  feet-washing  or  baptism,  as  some  do,  we 
object  at  once,  and  rightly.  Shall  we  not,  then,  be 
consistent?  The  word  "save,"  in  the  original,  is 
the  very  same  word  used  in  Matt.  9:  22;  Mark  5: 
34;  Luke  8:  36;  Acts  14:  9,  etc.,  and  means  to  heal, 
t0  make  whole,  And  the  word  that  signifies 
"  raised  up,"  is  the  same  found  in  Acts  3:  7,  trans- 
lated "lifted  up,"  used  also  in  Matt.  17:  7,  translat- 
arise."     Commentators  agree  that  the  word  as 

re  used  denotes  a  literal  bodily 


he 


^ck-bed.     The  same  writer  says  also,  "  Neither  th< 


Old 


nor  the  New  Testament  teaches  that  anointing 


with  oil  was  for  physical  healing."  I  have  already 
referred  to  Mark  6;  13.  Read  it.  Of  course,  in 
ask|ng  for  healing,  as  in  all  other  things,  it  is  ours 


always  to  submit  to  the  will  of  him  who  knoweth 
best  and  who  doeth  all  things  well. 

Think  not  that  I  would  count  any  man  as  a  trans- 
gressor in  the  sight  of  God,  but  the  rather  would  I 
stir  up  our  minds  concerning  this  matter  by  point- 
ing out  the  way  of  faith,  and  by  the  help  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  aid  us  more  firmly  to  lay  hold  of  "the 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints."  Let  us  not 
make  God  a  liar;  but  may  we  come  to  understand 
that  we  should  be  willing  to  say  with  God's  serv- 
ant, "  Let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar." 
Thousands  have  been  physically  healed  by  faith  in 
Christ  and  obedience  to  his  Word.  Whether  we 
believe  or  not  does  not  affect  the  truth  of  the 
Word,  only  in  its  relation  to  us;  but  its  relation  to 
us  is  of  vital  importance.  To  believe  and  obey  is 
life;  to  disbelieve  and  disobey  is  death.  The  fore- 
going needs  no  apology,  for  it  was  written  only  to 
the  end  that  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  Physician, 
might  be  exalted  and  known  to  many  as  the  One 
"  who  forgiveth  all  our  iniquities,  who  healeth  all 
our  diseases." 

Huntingdon,  Pa. 
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ftRLES  M.  YEAROUT. 


In  Two  Parts.— Part  One. 


The  world  had  no  Sabbath  given  to  it  for  over 
2,500  years.  The  Sabbath  was  given  to  the  Israel- 
ites A.  M.  2513,  but  never  to  the  other  nations  of 
earth.  The  Ten  Commandments  were  the  covenant 
that  God  made  with  Israel  on  Mount  Sinai.  This 
covenant  was  done  away, — abolished, — in  Christ. 
"The  law,"  is  the  Ten  Commandments.  The  law 
is  dead,  and  we  are  delivered  from  it.  To  cleave  to 
the  law  is  to  commit  spiritual  whoredom.  The 
law  was  added  because  of  transgression  till  Christ 
should  come.  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  to  the 
believer.  The  Gospel  is  a  perfect  system  of  salva- 
tion. The  Sabbath  is  nowhere  commanded  in  the 
Gospel. 

The  Sabbath  question  is  being  agitated  in  many 
localities,  by  a  class  of  men  who  are  trying  to  bind 
the  old  Sinai  covenant  upon  the  followers  of  Christ. 
The  arguments  adduced, — brought  forward, — to 
this  end  are  deceptive  and  misleading.  The  apos- 
tle Paul  says:  "  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel 
of  Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth;  to  the  Jew  first,  and  al- 
so to  the  Greek."     Rom.  i:  16. 

Whatever,  therefore,  is  enjoined  in  the  Gospel  is 
binding  upon  the  followers  of  Christ,  for  the  Gos- 
pel is  perfect,  and  complete,  and  sufficient  for  the 
salvation  of  the  entire  human  family,  if  lived  up  to. 
The  Gospel  begins  with  the  preaching  of  John  the 
Baptist,  Mark  i:  1-3,  "  The  law  and  the  prophets 
were  until  John.  Since  that  time  the  kingdom  of 
God  is  preached,  and  every  man  presseth  into  it." 
Luke  16:  16.  But  was  not  the  Gospel  preached  to 
Abraham?  Yes,  prospectively  or  by  promise. 
"  And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  earth  be 
blessed:  because  thou  hast  obeyed  my  voice." 
Gen.  22:  18;  Acts  3:  25,  26. 

The  seed  here  spoken  of  was  Christ.  Gal.  3:  8, 
16.  Abraham  did  not,  or  could  not,  live  up  to  the 
Gospel  plan  of  salvation;  for  it  was  not  in  exist- 
ence. 

The  Ten  Commandments,  in  which  the  Sabbatic 
law  is  found,  were  unknown  to  the  human  family  for 
2,513  years  after  creation.  Moses  was  born  in 
1571,  or  2,433  years  after  creation;  and  he  received 
the  law  on  Mount  Sinai  in  Arabia  eighty  years  aft- 
erward, or  2,513  years  after  creation.  The  narra- 
tion of  creation,  as  well  as  all  the  laws  and  rules 
given  to  Moses  in  the  wilderness,  to  govern  the  Is- 
raelites, were  unknown  to  the  world  till  after  they 
were  written  by  Moses,  by  the  inspiration  of  God. 
The  Sabbath  was  never  given  to  the  nations  of 
earth;  but  to  the  Israelites  only. 

The  Sabbath  was  first  given  to  the  Israelites  in 
the  Wilderness  of  Sin,  which  is  between  Elim  and 
Sinai,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  second  month  aft- 
er their  departing  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.    Ex. 


16:  1,  5,  23-26.  This  command  to  keep  the  Sabbath 
was  afterward  couched  in  the  covenant  made  with 
the  Israelites  on  Horeb, — Sinai:  "  Remember  the 
Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy."  Ex.  20:  8-1 1. 
They  are  here  commanded  to  remember  the  Sab- 
bath day  as  commanded  in  Ex.  16,  for  the  Sabbath 
is  never  mentioned  or  commanded  prior  to  this 
time.  "  Did  not  God  command  the  Sabbath  to  be 
kept  in  Gen.  2:  2,  3?"  I  answer,  emphatically, 
No;  not  any  more  than  he  commanded  the  people 
to  create  heavens  and  earth.  Moses  simply  records 
what  God  did  on  the  seventh  day,  and  if  that 
makes  it  binding  on  man  to  do,  then  it  is  bindi/g 
on  man  to  do  what  God  did  on  the  other  six  days. 
The  penalty  for  the  violation  of  the  Sabbatic  law 
was  not  made  known  till  about  a  year  after  the  law 
was  given  in  Horeb.  Num.  15:  34.  The  penalty 
given  for  the  violation  of  the  Sabbatic  law  was 
death.  Num.  15:  32-36.  It  seems  rather  nonsen- 
sical that  a  law  could  exist,  and  be  enforced  2,600 
years,  that  had  no  penalty!     Too  bad! 

I  shall  now  give  Bible  references  to  prove  the 
Sabbath  was  given  to  the  Israelites,  and  to  them 
only:  "Speak  thou  also  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
saying,  Verily  my  sabbaths  ye  shall  keep:  for  it  is  a 
sign  between  me  and  you  throughout  your  genera- 
tions; that  ye  may  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  that 
doth  sanctify  you."  Ex.  31:  13-16.  "And  Moses 
called  all  Israel,  and  said  unto  them,  Hear,  O  Is- 
rael, the  statutes  and  judgments  which  I  speak  in 
your  ears  this  day,  that  ye  may  learn  them,  and 
keep,  and  do  them.  The  Lord  our  God  made  a 
covenant  with  us  in  Horeb.    The  Lord   made  not 

THIS  COVENANT  WITH  OUR  FATHERS,  BUT  WITH  US,  EVEN 
US  WHO  ARE  ALL  OF  US  HERE  ALIVE  THIS  DAY."      Deut. 

5:  1-3.  This  covenant  was  the  Ten  Command- 
ments. See  verses  6  to  21.  How  any  person  that 
believes  the  Bible  can,  in  direct  contradiction  of 
the  above  declaration  of  Moses,  say,  "This  cove- 
nant was  enforced  from  the  beginning  (in  the  Sab- 
bath part  at  least)  upon  Adam  and  his  descend- 
ants," is  more  than  I  can  understand,  These  Ten 
Commandments  were  not  given  to  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  and  their  predecessors,  but  to  us  who 
are  all  alive  here  this  day.  If,  as  claimed  by  the 
Sabbatarians,  the  Sabbatic  law  was  given  to  Adam, 
Moses  either  ignorantly  or  willfully  neglected  to 
incorporate  any  such  command  in  the  Bible,  and 
positively  asserts  that  no  such  covenant  or  law  had 
been  previously  made  at  the  time  he  delivered  the 
Ten  Commandments  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

The  Sabbath  was  given  to  Israel  as  a  sign  be- 
tween them  and  God.  "Wherefore  the  children  of 
Israel  shall  keep  the  sabbath,  to  observe  the  sab- 
bath throughout  their  generations,  for  a  perpetual 
covenant.  It  is  a  sign  between  me  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  for  ever."  Ex.31:  16,  17.  "Andre- 
member  that  thou  wast  a  servant  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  thee 
out  thence  by  a  mighty  hand  and  a  stretched  out 
arm:  therefore  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  thee 
to  keep  the  sabbath  day."  Deut.  5:15;  Ezek.  20: 
12-20.  God  gave  them  the  seventh  day  as  a  sab- 
bath, because  he  had  rested  upon  that  day. 

The  covenant  of  God  made  on  Mount  Sinai  was 
the  Ten  Commandments.  "And  he  declared  unto 
you  his  covenant,  which  he  commanded  you  to 
perform,  even  ten  commandments;  and  he  wrote 
them  upon  two  tables  of  stone."  Deut.  4:  13;  5:  2; 
9:  9-1 1.  "  And  he  wrote  upon  the  tables  the  words 
of  the  covenant,  the  ten  commandments."  Ex. 
34:  28. 

God's  covenant  was  transgressed  by  Achan  by 
coveting  and  stealing.  Josh.  7:  II,  15,  21.  God's 
covenant  was  transgressed  by  bowing  to  or  serving 
other  gods.     Josh.  23:  16. 

It  is  very  clear  from  the  above  Scriptures  that 
the  Ten  Commandments  were  the  covenant.  I  de- 
sire to  impress  this  fact  upon  the  mind  of  the  read- 
er, as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  it  again. 
The  above  covenant, — the  Ten  Commandments, — 
was  abolished,  done  away  in  Christ.  The  Mount 
Sinai  code,  or  covenant,  was  the  ministration  of 
death,  for  death  was  the  penalty  attached  for  the 
violation  or  transgression  of  either  of  those  ten 
laws  or  precepts,  and  the  penalty  of  death  followed 
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graven 


immediately  the  transgression.  Num.  15:  36;  Josh. 
7:  24,  25. 

Paul,  in  contrasting  the  ministration  of  death 
with  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit,  says:  "But  if 
the  ministration  of  death,  written  and  engraven  in 
stones,  was  glorious  (Notice  it  was  written  and  en- 
stones.  What  was  written  in  stones? 
ommandments.  Deut.  4:  13;  Ex.  34:  28), 
so  that  the  children  of  Israel  could  not  steadfastly 
behold  the  face  of  Moses  for  the  glory  of  his 
countenance;  which  glory  was  to  be  done  away; 
how  shall  not  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit  be 
rather  glorious?  ( What  glory  was  done  away, — that 
of  Moses' face?  Nay  verily.)  For  if  the  ministra- 
tion of  condemnation  (death)  be  glory,  much  more 
doth  the  ministration  of  righteousness  exceed  in 
glory.  For  even  that  which  was  made  glorious 
had  no  glory  in  this  respect,  by  reason  of  the  glory 
that  exalteth.  For  if  that  which  is  done  away  was 
glorious,  much  more  that  which  remaincth  is  glori- 
ous. .  .  .  The  children  of  Israel  could  not 
steadfastly  look  to  the  end  of  that  which  is  abol- 
ished: but  their  minds  were  blinded:  for  until  this 
day  remaineth  the  same  vail  untaken  away  in  the 
reading  of  the  old  testament;  which  vail  is  done 
away  in  Christ.  But  even  unto  this  day,  when 
Moses  is  read,  the  vail  is  upon  their  heart."  2  Cor. 
3:  7-15.  The  Israelite,  to  this  day,  denounces 
Christ  as  an  impostor,  and  blindly  cleaves  to  the 
Old  Testament. 

Westphalia,  Kans. 

(JROUND  PRINCIPLES  IN  THE  CHAIN  OF  TRUTH. 

BY  DANIEL  HAYS. 

In  1708  a  number  of  earnest  souls  went  back  to 
first  principles  and  planted  their  faith  and  practice 
upon  the  truth  as  it  is  given  in  the  New  Testament. 
These  brethren  wished  to  know  and  do  the  truth. 
They  sought  for  it.  They  found  it.  They  were 
willing  to  obey  God  in  all  things.  They  were  will- 
ing to  obey  in  the  least  is  well  as  in  the  greatest. 
This  was  not  the  work  of  chance.  It  was  the  work 
of  God  through  the  Holy  Spirit.  Their  baptism 
was  performed  by  the  united  counsel  of  all  present. 
They  had  the  promise  of  the  Savior:  "Where  two 
or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  The  presence  of  Je- 
sus, the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  per- 
formance of  the  sacred  rite  according  to  the  Word 
of  God.  give  this  baptism  the  seal  of  heaven.  This 
step  was  upon  definite  principles,  and  produced  a 
definite  result.  The  result  was  a  live  church,  work- 
ing in  harmony  with  God's  law. 

The  church,  as  a  rule,  has  performed  every  bap- 
tism since  then  by  the  united  counsel  of  all  present. 
This  connects  each  baptism  in  an  endless  chain. 
This  gives  virtue  and  significance  to  the  rite,  great- 
er by  far  than  the  antecedents  and  name  of  the 
administrator.  This  makes  the  initial  rite  of  the 
church  a  unit  for  all  and  to  all.  "  By  one  Spirit 
are  ye  all  baptized  into  one  body."  We  enter  the 
church  by  bapthm,  and  in  baptism  we  put  on 
Christ.  Then  to  be  in  the  church  is  to  be  in  Christ. 
The  church  has  ever  held  Christ  as  her  Head, 
and  has  ever  gone  to  him  for  advice  and  comfort. 
The  church  has  never  gone  to  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  for  strength,  nor  to  other  orders  and  associa- 
tions for  comfort  and  encouragement.  She  draws 
f.om  a  higher  source,  and  leans  on  ONE  that  is 
mighty  for  support. 

In  her  counsels  she  stands  a  unit,  a  perfect  or- 
ganization within  herself.  She  has  never  advised 
her  members  to  go  beyond  her  borders  to  obtain 
health  for  the  body  or  food  for  the  soul.  "  Is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead;  is  there  no  physician 
there?  Why  then  is  not  the  health  of  the  daughter 
of  my  people  recovered?"  Is  it  because  there  is 
no  God  in  Israel,  or  is  it  because  of  a  want  of  faith 
in  her  prophets?  The  power  to  do  all  that  God 
has  promised  to  do  for  the  children  of  men  evi- 
dently and  pre-eminently  is  bestowed  upon  the 
church;  and  greater  and  richer  results  would  doubt- 
less follow  an  all-sufficient  exercise  of  faith,  both 
on  the  part  of  afflicted  saints  and  on  the  part  of  the 
ministry. 


Men  change;  times  change;  customs  change;  but 
principles,  never.  The  New  Testament  makes  pro- 
vision for  the  temporal  wants  of  the  minister.  It 
accords  him  the  privilege  and  duty  to  labor  with 
his  own  hands.  It  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  church 
to  sustain  him  in  the  work,  that  he  may  lack  noth- 
ing in  efficiency.  The  New  Testament,  however, 
records  no  instance  of  a  minister  being  stationed 
anywhere  at  so  much  a  day,  a  month,  or  a  year. 
The  church,  in  her  united  counsel,  has  not  advised 
a  departure  from  Gospel  usage.  A  free  ministry 
has  been  her  boast,  as  it  was  that  of  Paul.  A  free 
Gospel  insures  a  free  ministry, — free  to  "  reprove, 
rebuke  and  exhort  with  all  Iongsuffering  and  doc- 
trine." Safe'y  and  success  require  that  we  proceed 
by  the  united  counsel  of  the  church,  lest  we  move 
from  the  Gospel  basis.  The  united  counsel  of  the 
church  will  connect  the  present  practice  with  the 
fathers,  with  the  apostles,  and  with  Christ.  When 
I  take  hold  of  a  link  in  the  practice  of  the  church, 
I  want  that  to  be  a  link  in  the  chain  of  truth  ex- 
tending back  through  the  ages  to  Christ.  This  I 
prize  infinitely  more  than  a  baptismo-ecclesiastical 
succession  through  a  line  of  corruption,  schisms, 
oppression  and  blood. 

The  church,  in  her  united  counsel,  stands  op- 
posed to  war,  to  slavery,  to  intemperance,  and  to 
the  pride  and  fashion  of  the  world.  These  prin- 
ciples are  fundamental,  and  no  church  holds  a 
place  in  the  chain  of  truth  that  does  not  maintain 
them.  With  the  evils  of  war,  intemperance  and 
slavery,  the  church  has  fought  and  measurably 
won.  The  dress  evil,  however,  still  stalks  abroad 
at  noonday.  Long  and  bitter  has  been  the  contest, 
and  there  are  indications  of  a  disposition  to  hoist  a 
flag  of  truce  in  certain  localities.  But  the  church 
cannot  afford  to  lose  the  principle;  and  the  princi- 
ple cannot  be  maintained  without  the  practice.  It 
requires  a  plain  people, — a  self-denying  people, — to 
practice  a  plain  Gospel.  Plainness  in  dress  cannot 
be  maintained  without  an  order.  Order  in  dress 
requires  approximate  uniformity.  God  tells  us 
how  we  should  adorn  ourselves,  and  how  we  should 
not.  All  who  meet  on  this  middle  ground  have  an 
order, — have  uniformity.  This  is  the  ground  the 
church  holds  on  the  -dress  question.  This  is  rea- 
sonable; it  is  Scriptural.  Unfortunately  there  are 
those  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  order  of  the 
church.  They  seek  for  middle  ground  between  the 
church  and  the  world.  Experience  proves  that 
this  middle  ground  has  a  tendency  from  and  not 
toward  the  church.  Fashion  is  a  craze.  The  laws 
of  beauty  are  »as  unchangeable  as  truth.  The 
beauties  of  nature  strike  the  eye  and  impress  the 
heart  now  with  the  same  inimitable  touch  as  in  the 
morning  of  creation.  God  has  given  us  the  idea 
of,  and  the  desire  for,  the  beautiful.  He  has 
placed  the  beautiful  in  the  world  of  nature  and  in 
the  kingdom-of  grace.  Fashion  is  a  mere  travesty 
on  sound  judgment  and  good  taste.  It  would  have 
us  adorn  the  body  which  will  perish.  But  God 
would  have  us  look  higher.  He  would  have  us 
adorn  "the  hidden  man  of  the  heart"  with  true 
beauty,  "even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet 
spirit,"  which  is  in  his  sight  "of  great  price." 

Is  there  not  danger  that  we  may  follow  the  form 
of  an  observance  and  lose  sight  of  the  great  spirit- 
ual truth  it  is  designed  to  teach?  One  of  the  best 
lessons  on  baptism  was  to  read  the  account  of  the 
baptism  of  our  Savior,  of  the  baptism  of  the  eunuch 
by  Philip,  then  the  Scripture  where  it  is  called  a 
washing,  where  it  is  called  a  burial,  where  it  is  called 
a  planting,  and  after  reading  the  formula  (Matt. 
28:  19),  proceeding  to  administer  the  rite  accord- 
ingly. At  our  Communion  meetings  the  Scripture 
bearing  on  each  part  of  the  service  has  been  read 
as  the  reason  and  ground  of  our  practice.  We  can- 
not afford  to  dispense  with  this  very  important 
part  of  the  service.  It  is  food  to  the  spiritual  man. 
It  gives  life  to  the  form:  "The  words  that  I  speak 
unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life."  John 
6:63. 

The  New  Testament  Scriptures  teach  that  sing- 
ing in  the  church  is  an  act  of  worship,  and  that  it 
should  be  a  service  unto  the  Lord.  Is  there  not 
danger  that  this  part  of  divine  service  may  become 


light,  trivial,  or  even  sensational?  Christian  serv- 
ice should  be  more  steady,  more  grave,  than  an 
exercise  simply  to  please  the  ear,  or  to  excite  the 
emotions.  Singing  "with  the  spirit  and  with  the 
understanding  also,"  requires  a  high  attainment  in 
conception  of  language  and  in  the  expression  of 
words  in  song.     Give  us  solid  hymns,  wedded  to 
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BY  JOHN  E.  MOHLER. 


Satan  means  adversary,  accuser,  hater.  He  is  an 
evil  spirit  and  the  enemy  of  all  ultimate  good.  Of 
his  origin  we  knew  little  or  nothing,  or  of  his  exist- 
ence before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  if  he  did 
then  exist,  we  have  no  knowledge. 

In  his  nature  he  "was  a  murderer  from  the  be- 
ginning and  .  .  .  there  is  no  truth  in  him.  ...  He 
is  a  liar  and  the  father  of  it."  John  8:  44.  His 
first  work  upon  earth  was  to  murder  the  holy  pair, 
whom  God  had  created,  by  deceiving  them  with  a 
lie.  Since  then  there  is  not  a  single  page  of  human 
history  but  that  Is  blotted  with  the  blood  of  his 
victims,  and  his  work  has  always  been  accom- 
plished by  deception.  At  present  there  is  not  an 
evil  in  the  world  that  cannot  be  traced  to  a  lie  of 
Satan  as  its  origin.  All  the  evil  that  will  ever  be- 
fall humanity  in  this  world,  or  in  the  world  to 
come,  is  the  result  of  a  lie  of  Satan.  Therefore  no 
appellation  more  fitting  could  have  been  given  him 
than  "  murderer,"  "  liar,"  as  applied  by  Christ. 

The  Christian  life  is  an  aggressive  warfare  against 
Satan.  The  Christian's  strength  is  in  God,  and  his 
weapon  of  defense  is  the  Word  of  God,  used  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Heb.  6:  17. 
This  same  Word  may  become  our  destruction 
under  the  guidance  of  Satan  (1  John  3:  16),  whose 
shrewdness  in  deception  and  apt  use  of  Scripture 
to  accomplish  his  purpose  is  illustrated  in  the 
temptation  of  Christ  after  a  forty  days'  fast  in  tbe 
wilderness.  Matt.  4:  1-10.  Never  was  a  plot  mo? 
cunningly  contrived  or  more  diligently  pursues", 
but,  after  all,  how  futile  the  attempt  in  the  face  of 
our  Savior's  //  is  written/  Satan  has  no  power 
whatever  over  the  person  whose  entire  defense  is 
God's  Word,  yet  few  there  are  who  accept  it. 
There  are  multitudes  upon  multitudes  of  people 
who  receive  limited  portions  of  the  Word  of  God, 
under  the  guidance  of  Satan,  and  some  even  per- 
form miracles  and  many  wonderful  works  in 
Christ's  name  (Matt.  7:  23);  but  small  is  the  num- 
ber who  receive,  and  therefore  live,  by  "  every  word 
that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Satan  is  so  successful  a 
deceiver  of  mankind,  when  we  reflect  how  he 
tempted  angels  in  heaven  to  sin  so  that  they  were 
doomed  to  everlasting  punishment.  2  Pet.  2:  4. 
He  seeks  the  souls  of  men  under  every  guise,  and 
is  not  infrequently  "  transformed  into  an  angel  of 
light,"  and  his  ministers  appear  as  the  "ministers 
of  righteousness."  2  Cor.  11:  14,  15..  His  angels 
seem  innumerable,  accomplishing  his  work  in  every 
place  at  the  same  time  and  with  the  same  celerity. 

Where  God's  work  is  the  more  progressive,  Satan 
tries  to  place  his  forces  in  greater  abundance.  Job 
was  the  most  upright  and  perfect  man  in  all  the 
earth,  when  Satan  visited  him  with  persecutions. 
Job  1:8.  When  Christ  sent  the  seventy  disciples  to 
preach  they  "returned  again  with  joy,  saying,  Lord, 
even  the  devils  are  subject  to  us  through  thy  name. 
Jesus  replied,  "  I  beheld  Satan  as  lightning  fall  from 
heaven,"  and  he  gave  his  disciples  additional  power 
to  overcome  the  enemy  appearing  against  them. 
Luke  10:  17-19.  The  individual  Christian,  the  con- 
gregation, and  the  church  as  a  body  respectively, 
have  experienced  especial  assaults  from  Satan  after 
a  period  of  great  development  or  success  in  "" 
Christian  life,  and  at  such  times  wisdom  dictates 
extreme  care  to  resist  the  strength  of  the  enemy- 

Our  adversary  is  a  crafty  warrior  and  his  tac 
are  well  studied.     One  of  the  shrewdest  methods 
of  carnal  warfare  is  to  enter  the  enemy's  strong- 
hold by  strategy,  whence  the  attack  has  all  the  a  - 
Vantage  of  battle,    The  same  is  true  in  spin" 
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warfare,  which  Satan  was  quick  to  perceive,  and  an 
early  account  of  his  work  shows  him  trying  to 
profit  by  this  knowledge.  He  was  effectually  re- 
pulsed only  through  the  united  mind  of  the  church, 
led  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Acts  15,  History  proves 
Satan's  greatest  achievements  to  have  always  been 
when  the  attack  was  from  within  the  church.  All 
the  different  church  denominations  of  to-day  which 
have  departed  from  primitive  Christianity  originat- 
ed from  Satan  within  the  church.  Various  anti- 
Gospel  methods  to  exclude  him  from  the  fold  are 
in  vogue  among  different  church  denominations, 
but,  naturally,  are  failures.  Satan  would  not  ob- 
ject to  a  world  of  churches,  provided  he  can  draw 
them  well  away  from  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel 
of  Christ.  Any  church  not  wholly  wedded  to  the 
very  truth  in  Christ,  affords  him  a  degree  of  pleas- 
ure; but  a  church  which  seeks  to  know  only  the 
will  of  God  in  her  work,  and  which  uses  all  Gospel 
means  to  keep  herself  unspotted  from  the  world  is 
a  fortress  against  him,  and  he  knows  it.  He  has  a 
jealous,  murderous  hatred  of  that  church,  but  we 
have  the  joyful  confidence  that  he  cannot  destroy 
it.    Matt.  16:  18. 

Brethren,  we  cannot  idly  rest  in  this  confidence. 
Activity  is  essential  to  the  life  of  the  church.  We 
may  thank  God  for  the  awakening  in  church  ex- 
tension among  us,  and  by  his  grace  let  us  increase 
our  diligence.  Never  were  there  better  opportuni- 
ties for  the  propagation  of  primitive  Christianity 
than  now,  and  we  have  a  responsibility  right  here. 
Let  every  child  in  the  household  of  faith  beseech 
the  Holy  Spirit  what  "  Go  ye  .  .  .  and,  lo,  I  am 
with  you,"  of  Matt.  28:  19,  20,  means,  and  there 
will  follow  a  forward  leap  in  Christian  endeavor 
that  it  truly  behooves  us  to  take.  There  are  thou- 
sands of  church  members  who  are  enjoying  quiet 
and  ease  that  Satan  tells  them  is  theirs  to  enjoy, 
but  the  condemnation  of  God  is  upon  them. 
Amos  6:  1;  1  Cor.  9:  16;  Rom.  10:  15.  The  Chris- 
tian life  is  an  earnest,  active,  zealous  work,  accord- 
ing to  God's  will,  and  none  have  done  their  duty 
until  they  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  do,  re- 
g,  irdless  of  circumstances,  and  this  is  all  any  one 
tip  do  or  is  expected  to  do.     2  Cor.  8:  12. 

To  designate  all  the  methods  of  deception  em- 
ployed by  Satan  is  an  impossibility,  and  would  be 
of  no  particular  advantage,  if  possible.  It  is  our 
duty  and  privilege  to  resist  him  "with  all  his  per- 
nicious ways,"  and  we  have  been  well  armed  for  it. 
The  apostle  Paul  writes  us,  "  Put  on  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  stand 
against  the  wiles  of  the  devil,"  "taking  the  shield 
of  faith,  wherewith  ye  shall  be  able  to  quench  all 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked.  And  take  the  hel- 
met of  salvation,  and  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which 
is  the  word  of  God."  Eph.  6:  II,  16,  17.  In  order 
that  the  way  of  truth  may  be  clear  to  us  under  all 
circumstances  we  are  instructed  that  "  If  any  of 
you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth 
to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not;  and  it 
shall  be  given  him."  James  1:5.  Equally  impor- 
tant are  the  words  of  Christ:  "What  I  say  unto  you 
I  say  unto  all,  Watch."  Mark  13:  37. 
Glendale,  Ariz. 


BY  ISAAC  KEY. 


Never  neglect  so  great  salvation  simply  because 
there  are  hypocrites  in  the  church. 

Never  compare  yourself,  saying,  "I  am  just  as 
good  as  some  other  member." 

Never  say,  "  There  is  any  better  time  than  now  to 
be  saved." 

Never  put  off  till  to-morrow  to  do  what  should 
he  done  to-day. 

Never  think  you  will  get  better  by  living  in  sin. 

Never  drink  whiskey  because  some  one  gives  it 
to  you. 

Never  go  into  a  saloon  to  see  and  hear  the  wick- 
edness there. 

Never  use  tobacco  in  any  way,  shape  or  form. 

Never  swear,  lie  or  steal.  It  displeases  the  Lord 
Very  much. 


THE    GOSPEL   MBSSEIETa-IBIfc. 

Never  speak   an   unkind  word   to  your  wife  or 
children,  or,  in  fact,  any  one. 

Never   forget   or   neglect   to    add    to    godliness 
brotherly  kindness. 

Never  confess  all  the  faults  of  others  and  neglect 
your  own. 

Never  think  that  you  are  better  than  anybody 
else.     It  is  not  safe. 

Never  talk  in  any  man's  absence  what  you  would 
not  in  his  presence. 

Never  tell  a  white  lie,  for  they  are  all  black  inside. 
Never  tell  your  children  that  Santa  Claus  brings 
presents  to  them. 

Never  sow  to  the  flesh,  for  it  wars  against  all 
good  and  ends  in  hell. 

Never  yield  your  members  as  instruments  to  sin, 
for  the  end  is  death. 

Never  think  your  tongue  is  harmless  unless  it  is 
thoroughly  bridled. 

Never  run  to   fairs,  picnics,  plays  and  festivals. 
The  Lord  abhors  them. 

Never  want  your  way  in  religion,  for  Jesus  is  the 
way  and  the  life. 

Never  say  that  sprinkling,  pouring  and  one  dip 
complies  with  Matt.  28:  ig. 

Never  say  that  one  action  honors  the  three  per- 
sons of  the  Divinity. 

Never  say  that  we  enter  into  Christ,  the  door, 
backwards. 

Never  go  to  preach  except  the  Lord  sends  you. 
Never    preach    till    the    Lord   endues   you   with 
power. 

Never  write  your  sermons  on  paper  in  order  to 
simply  read  them. 

Never  try  to  preach  like  somebody  else;  be  your- 
self. 

Never  despise  young  preachers,  for  you  were  a 
young  preacher  once. 

Never  neglect  to  condescend  to  men   of  low  es- 
tate. 

Never  forget  that  God  chooses  the  weak  to  con- 
found the  mighty. 

Never  forget  that  Jesus  chose  the  poor  fishermen 
to  preach  the  Gospel. 

Never  forget  Paul,  the  great,  educated  and  noble- 
hearted  preacher. 

Never  forget  that  he  says  the  strong  should  bear 
with  the  weak. 

Never  forget  that   we  are  saved  if  we  keep  in 
memory  what  Paul  preached. 

Never  have  respect  to  persons,  for  James  says  it 
is  a  sin. 

Never  try  to  serve  God  for  fear  of  going  to  hell. 
Never  fear  to  serve  God  in  righteousness  all  the 
days  of  your  life. 

Never  have  a  form  of  godliness  without  any  pow- 
er thereof. 

Never  think  once  that  the  perfect  law  of  liberty 
can  ever  be  changed. 

Never  say  once  that  all  the  ordinances  are  nailed 
to  the  cross. 

Never   rest   until   you    get    on   the   solid    Rock, 
Christ  Jesus. 

Never  rest  till  you  wear  his  yoke,  for  this  is  rest 
to  our  souls. 

Never  say  that  we  shall  be  happy  if  we  do  not 
wash  the  saints'  feet. 

Never  think  that  we  shall  please  God  if  we  neg- 
lect and  abhor  feet-washing. 

Never  say,  "  I  cannot  salute  my  brother  with  an 
holy  kiss."     The  Gospel  commands  it. 

Never  call  the  bread  and  wine  the  Lord's  Supper, 
for  it  is  not  the  supper. 

Never  say  you  arise  from  supper,  unless  you  have 
a  supper. 

Never  lie  one  to  the  other,   for  that  belongs  to 
the  corrupt  old  man. 

Never  neglect  to  crucify  the  old  man  with  all  his 
deceitful  lusts. 

Never  neglect  to  put  on  the  new  man,   after  old 
things  are  all  gone. 

Never  go  to   church   to   pick   a   fault   with   the 
preacher,  for  God  sees  it. 

Never  neglect  to  get  the  beam  out  of  your  eyes. 
Then  the  faults  of  others  will  seem  like  gnats. 
Amdoy,  Ind. 
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Destruction  of  Jerusalem  Foretold.— Luke  21  :  20-36. 

No  more  sad  dirge  can  be  found  anywhere  than 
the  lamentation  of  Christ  over  the  beloved  city: 
"  0,  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  which  killest  the  proph- 
ets and  stonest  them  that  are  sent  unto  thee:  how 
often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together 
as  a  hen  gathereth  her  brood  under  her  wings,  and  ye 
would  not."  The  last  clause  is  especially  sad,  and 
how  often  are  we  made  to  ask:  "Why  not?"  Be- 
cause of  the  "would  not"  the  city  became  the 
greatest  scene  of  bloodshed  and  destruction,  of 
any  place  in  the  known  world. 

As  we  approached  this  city  from  the  North,  and 
had  our  first  view  of  her  walls,  mosques,  minarets 
and  temple-spires,  a  flood  of  our  past  picture  as- 
sociations came  flashing  in  upon  us,  and  as  we 
now  think  of  it  we  are  made  to  feel  how  wonder- 
fully complete  has  been  rendered  the  fulfillment  of 
the  prophecies  made  by  Christ  concerning  it. 
"And  Jerusalem  shall  be  trodden  down  of  the 
Gentiles  until  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be  ful- 
filled." So  it  has  been,  so  it  is,  and  so  it  will  be 
until  the  time  comes.  Twice  the  great  walls  have 
been  leveled  to  the  ground,  the  houses  thereof 
have  been  destroyed,  and  the  most  magnificent 
temple  that  was  ever  erected  has  not  only  been 
totally  destroyed,  but  the  very  ground  on  which 
it  stood  is  desecrated  by  a  mosque  of  Mohammed, 
a  religion  that  is  worse  than  heathenism. 

So  complete  has  been  the  destruction  of  this 
once  consecrated  city  that  scarcely  a  vestige  of  it 
remains.  And  the  people  who,  at  the  accepted 
time,  "would  not,"  dare  not  now  set  their  feet  on 
the  temple  platform  without  incurring  the  penalty 
of  death.  The  nearest  approach  they  dare  make 
to  it  is  their  "Wailing  Place,"  where,  with  tears 
and  groans,  they  now  lament  their  sad  fate. 

As  we  see  the  city  to-day,  ruled  by  the  Turks, 
and  the  thirty  thousand  or  more  Jews  who  refused 
their  golden  opportunity,  oppressed,  beggared  and 
trodden  under  foot, — we  have,  in  unmistakable 
language,  the  fulfillment  of  the  predictions  of 
Christ,  as  given  in  the  Gospel  narratives.  The 
curse  of  ingratitude  and  rejection,  like  a  dark  mist, 
broods  over  the  whole  land,  and  wherever  you 
look  you  see  written  in  the  sand,  on  the  ruins,  and 
engraved  on  the  stones  and  walls,  fruits  of  sin  and 
disobedience.  In  the  destruction  of  this  city,  his- 
tory tells  us,  eleven  thousand  were  killed  and 
ninety  thousand  carried  into  captivity. 

After  thus  so  fully  picturing  to  the  Jews  the 
fate  of  their  beloved  city,  he  then  refers  to  a  still 
greater  event,  that  of  his  final  coming,  the  closing 
up  of  the  kingdom  and  reign  of  sin  and  the  usher- 
ing in  of  his  own  blessed  kingdom,  giving  the 
initiatory  signs  and  hints  at  the  time  of  this  coming 
in  the  parable  of  the  "  fig  tree."  "See  the  fig  tree 
and  all  the  trees.  When  they  now  shoot  forth, 
ye  see  and  know  of  your  ownselves  that  summer 
is  now  nigh  at  hand."  What  is  the  lesson  that  we 
are  to  learn  from  this  teaching?  "  Watch  ye, 
therefore,  and  pray  always  that  you  may  be  worthy 
to  escape,"  or  that  ye  may  be  ready  to  render  an 
acceptable  account  when  the  Master  comes.  The 
great  thought  of  the  "stewardship"  runs,  as  a 
golden  thread,  through  all  these  lessons.  Noth- 
ing but  line  upon  line  and  precept  upon  precept 
will  sufficiently  impress  the  great  truth  upon  our 
minds  and  hearts.  What  the  Lord  wants  us  to 
feel,  above  everything  else,  is,  that  to  us  as  his 
stewards,  he  has  entrusted  much,  and  that  "  much," 
for  us,  depends  on  the  faithful  manner  in  which 
we  discharge  the  trust  imposed  in  us. 

To  be  ready  means  nothing  more,  nothing  less 
than  for  us,  day  by  day,  to  zealously  and  lovingly 
perform  the  duties  that  devolve  upon  us  and  lie 
next  to  us.  If  we  can  always  have  the  assurance  that 
we  are  doing  this  we  need  have  no  fears  as  to  the 
disturbing  powers  of  sin,  as,  figuratively  speaking, 
not  a  hair  of  our  heads  shall  perish.  So  completely 
will  the  Lord  care  for  us,  when  in  the  line  of  duty, 
that  no  possible  harm  can  befall  us.  h,  b,  b. 
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-*THE  *  YOUNG  *  PEOPLED 

ODE  MISSIONARY  BEADING  CIRCLE. 


Course   of   Reading. 

FIUST   \KAU. 

I,  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  J1.04;  paper 34  cents 

s.  "Llle  ol  A.  judson,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper IS  cents 

3.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  cr,  cents;  paper 30  cents 

4.  "Nonsuch  Prolessor,"  cloth 83  cent! 

si  »  oil)    YEAR. 
-.  "Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth,  84 cents;  paper 34  cents 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Kobert  Modal,"  cloth,  2?  Cents;  paper IS  cents 

7.  "Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea."  cloth 70  cents 

8.  "  Tho  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 6S  cents 

1  llllilr    1  1   in. 

9.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth »i  cc 

ID.  "Lite-  of  Robert  Morrison."  cloth 70  cents, 

II.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-2S to  cents, 

11.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  cents, 

l^-I'rtces.  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

Executive  Committee  OP  Reading  Circle.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsnr, 
India;  H,  M.  Barwiclc.  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mis.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes- 
boro, Pa..  Edith  R,  Ncwcomor.  Waynesboro,  Pn.;  J.  M.  Nefl.  Frultdalc.  Ala, 

OpeiCBES  or  READING  Cihcle.— President,  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar,  Ind,; 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  Secretory.  Edith  K,  New- 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Hrcihrer.'s  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris.  III. 


A  CAOED  LARK. 

A  LARK  I  found  in  a  dark  stall,  alone, 

Fast  in  a  cage  a  fettered  wing  could  span; 
Yet  sang  he  as  if  meadows  were  his  own, 

His  happy  note  all  jarring  sounds  outran. 
I  could  have  bought  the  singer;  but  the  song — 

The  heart  behind  the  song— ah!  who  could  buy? 
Shut  in  by  bars  and  stared  at  by  the  throng, 

He  still  was  true  to  his  one  bit  of  sky. 
What  a  rich  lesson  from  a  lowly  place 

And  in  a  tiny  thing  the  Lord  may  hide! 
The  vault  of  heaven  shines  down  upon  my  face, 

And  I  dare  look  it  back,  dissatisfied. 
The  whole  world  for  my  own,  I  cannot  sing 

As  this  poor,  tiny  bird,  this  prisoned  thing. 

—  Williavi  Ordway  Partridge. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 


We  will  again  listen  for  a  little  while  to  some 
of  our  Circle  readcie,  talk.  Bio.  J.  S.  Gciser,  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  writes:  "  I  have  read  the  first  and 
second  year's  course.  Permit  me  to  say  that  the 
time  I  spent  reading  these  eight  books  profited  me 
more  than  an  equal  amount  of  time  in  any  other 
work,  and  I  only  regret  that  1  cannot  take  more 
time  to  read  such  books  as  tend  to  make  true, 
active  and  noble  men  and  women  by  leading  them 
in  the  path  our  Master  trod,  as  our  books  in  the 
Reading  Circle  do.  If  I  could  cause  every  brother 
and  sister,  old  and  young,  to  know  the  good  these 
books  are  doing  me,  they  would  all  join  Our  Mis- 
sionary Reading  Circle  ere  another  month  is  past. 
I  am  trying  to  prove  the  worth  of  our  Reading 
Circle  by  living  its  benefits.  He  who  joins  the 
Circle  and  reads  as  per  promise,  with  a  view  to 
get  nearer  to  Christ,  will  by  no  means  be  disap- 
pointed." 

Mrs.  Alfred  Englar,  of  New  Windsor,  Md., 
writes:  "  I  finished  the  second  year  of  the  course 
some  time  ago,  but  neglected  to  report.  I  am 
much  pleased  with  the  books  read  so  far  and 
have  ordered  books  for  the  third  year.  I  am 
glad  the  Circle  is  still  extending  wider,  and  hope 
it  may  continue  till  every  member  is  encircled; 
then  we  may  hope  to  see  a  grand  work  done.  We 
feel  encouraged  by  what  has  already  been  done. 
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r   dear   missionary  workers 

to  be  more  liberal." 

these  general  expressions 

:  ought   to   have  a   greater 

s  dealing  with  special  top- 

or    parts    of    books    read. 

e    you    enjoyed    most?      Why? 

ost  helpful  to  your  spiritual  life? 


Which  has  given  you  most  information?  You  have 
no  doubt  read  incident  after  incident,  any  one  of 
which  has  furnished  you  material  for  continued 
and  profitable  thought.  Write  out  your  thoughts 
upon  these  special  topics  and  let  us  profit  by  the 
thoughts  that  have  profited  you. 

Then,  among  the  more  than  five  hundred  minds 
that  are  being  exercised  concerning  the  work  of 


the  Circle,  and  the  best  means  of  accomplishing 
the  greatest  amount  of  good,  there  ought  to  be 
a  number  of  suggestions  made  or  plans  devised 
for  work  of  which  few  of  us  have  as  yet  thought. 
Please  think  your  thoughts  in  ink  and  let  us  think 
them  with  you.  We  need  better  plans  for  getting 
our  members  to  read,  for  getting  our  local  secre- 
taries to  wake  up,  for  securing  new  members,  for 
creating  a  more  lively  interest  everywhere  in  mis- 
sions. Perhaps  we  ought  to  have  more  thoroughly 
organized  local  circles.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  have 
more  meetings,  both  local  and  general.  If  so,  how 
should  they  be  conducted?  Let  us  have  your 
minds  fully  and  freely  expressed. 

James  M.  Neff. 


TOBACCO  AND  THE  WILL. 

So  much  has  been  said  about  the  evil  effects  of 
tobacco  upon  the  body  that  its  influence  upon  the 
will  is  often  forgotten.  Not  long  ago  the  news- 
papers contained  an  item  in  regard  to  the  boys 
of  a  Pennsylvania  town  which,  if  true,  does  not 
promise  well  for  their  future.  According  to  the 
statement  of  the  principal  of  the  schools,  five  out 
of  six  boys  in  attendance  smoked  cigarettes.  The 
danger  is  not  merely  that  these  boys  will  grow  up 
with  what  is  now  known  as  "  the  tobacco  heart," — 
a  disease  induced  by  early  smoking,  which  makes 
weak  and  unsound  men, — but  that  they  will  grow 
up  morally  weak,  slow  in  decision  and  with  little 
resisting  power  in  times  of  temptation.  Tobacco 
leads  men  to  postpone  decisions  and  to  prefer  the 
easy  way,  while  it  intensifies  every  morbid  craving 
of  the  body. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  what  is  said  on  this 
point  by  Jacob  A.  Riis  in  a  recent  article  in* the 
Century  Magazine,  describing  a  farm  school  which  is 
maintained  for  the  training  of  large  boys  from  the 
slums  of  New  York: 

"It  is  noticeable  that  there  is  no  scratching  of 
matches  and  no  lighting  of  pipes  in  the  hall.  To- 
bacco is  as  firmly  tabooed  on  the  farm  as  bad  lan- 
guage; why,  those  comprehend  easily  who  have 
gone  among  the  young  men,  half  boys  yet,  many 
of  them,  who  fill  our  jails  and  penitentiaries,  and 
have  listened  to  their  incessant  pleading  for  'some 
tobacco,  boss?'  The  weed  certainly  bears  a  direct 
relation  if  not  to  the  wickedness  of  the  street,  at 
least  to  the  weakness  of  it,  which  is  its  character- 
istic symptom." 

And  the  same  aspect  of  the  matter  strikes  John 
Ruskin,  who  calls  tobacco  "the  worst  na1  iral 
curse  of  modern  civilization,"  adding,  in  a  signifi- 
cant footnote,  "  It  is  not  easy  to  estimate  the  de- 
moralizing effect  on  the  youth  of  Europe  of  the 
cigar,  in  enabling  them  to  pass  their  time  happily 
in  idleness."  We  are  sent  into  the  world  to  make 
decisions.  Every  boy  will  have  to  choose  a  thou- 
sand times,  and  will  become  at  last  what  his 
choices  make  him;  and  often  there  is  no  time 
given  in  which  to  consider  slowly  what  the  choice 
should  be.  No  one  can  be  prepared  to  reach  swift 
and  wise  decisions  if  he  has  lamed  his  will  by 
idle  indulgence,  or  accustomed  himself  to  study 
the  world  through  a  cloud  of  smoke.— Congrega- 
tionalisi. 


A  BRAVE  SISTER. 


[A  writer,  who  wishes  us  to  withhold  her  name, 
sends  us  the  following  very  interesting  letter.  It 
refers  to  an  isolated  young  sister,  deprived  of 
church  privileges.  While  the  Brethren  do  not 
permit  their  members  to  join  the  Endeavor  move- 
ment, still  this  isolated  sister  is  to  be  commended 
for  her  zeal  and  loyalty.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
she  cannot  be  in  a  congregation  of  our  own  people, 
so  as  to  be  thrown  wholly  under  their  influence. 
We  are  glad,  however,  that  she  is  not  ashamed  of 
her  religion.— Ed.] 

It  was  a  busy  day  for  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society  in  the  Far  West— in  a  town  of  15,000,  sit- 
uated on  the  banks  of  the  Willamette  river  in  Ore- 
gon. For  three  consecutive  days  delegates  ar- 
rived on  different  railroads  and  steamboats,  -until, 
on  the  second  day  of  the  convention,  618  had  reg- 
istered.    On  that  day  a  lady  came   into  the  fash- 


society 


ionable  church  and  registered  as  belonging  to  the 
Brethren  church.  No  one  knew  such  a  church  — 
every  other  church  was  represented  almost,— but 
where  does  this  lady  belong?  She  is  so  very  plaiily 
dressed  and  purposes  to  attend  the  fashionable 
assembly  in  the  order  of  her  church.  She  said 
when  she  joined  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society 
in  her  home  town,  that  she  would  be  loyal  to  her 
own  church.  She  was  not  sent  from  her  own 
church,  as  she  lives  where  there  are  no  members 
She  is  only  a  servant, — sent  from  her  home 
of  workers,  of  which  she  is  an  active  member. 

The  sister  is  ushered  near  the  front,  takes  her 
seat  near  the  front  (as  the  church  was  well  filled), 
and  with  pencil  and  paper  is  taking  notes  that  will 
be  helpful  to  the  society  which  sends  her  as  dele- 
gate. 

I  ask,  Did  not  that  sister  have  courage  to  launch 
out  on  a  line  of  work  that  is  commendable  with  us 
all?  It  takes  courage  to  go  in  the  order  and  uni- 
form, as  Christ  commands  us  to  do.  Did  not  the 
sister  let  her  light  shine  in  the  dark  recesses  of 
wickedness  in  high  places?  Did  she  not  show  to 
a  dying  world  that  there  is  a  church  on  earth, 
that  is  not  ashamed  to  follow  Jesus  in  this  nine- 
teenth century,  in  obeying  that  form  of  doctrine 
once  delivered  to  the  saints? 

When  the  time  came  for  volunteer  praise,  it  was 
on  a  direct  line  of  the  Gospel  and  when  all  prayers 
were  offered  from  that  large  assembly  of  profes- 
sors, no  time  was  the  Lord's  Prayer  heard  from 
any  one  save  the  sister,  who  prayed  and  closed 
with  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  which  the  entire  congre- 
gation joined  in  closing. 

When  the  select  Scripture  reading  was  suggest- 
ed, she  was  asked  for  the  selection,  which  was  Eph. 
6, — beautiful  thoughts  for  the  Christian  armor-bear- 
er who  has  been  with  Christ  and  learned  of  him. 
When  the  convention  asked  for  the  delegates  to 
stand,  on  their  various  lines  of  work,  we  noticed 
the  sister  was  on  the  Sunday  School  and  Temper- 
ance Committee,  which  proved  to  the  assembly,— 
strangers  to  our  doctrine, — that  we  are  "  endeav- 
orers"  to  do  good  work  for  God. 

The  lack  with  the  people  out  West,  in  our  lar'i- 
cities,  is  that  they  never  hear  the  Gospel.  l\\e 
popular  ministers  dare  not  preach  or  take  a  bold 
stand  as  the  sister  did,  for  while  on  her  mission 
there  her  conduct  and  conversation  were  what 
becometh  godly  women.  She  was  not  discussing 
the  fashion;  she  was  only  there  to  lift  up  Christ 
that  others  might  see  the  good  works  and  glorify 
their  Father  in  heaven. 


THE  OLDEST  RAILROAD. 


Our  people  have  patronized  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  so  much  that  a  brief  history  of  it 
will  not  be  without  interest  to  them: 

"  It  is  the  oldest  chartered  railroad  in  America 
and  the  oldest  passenger  railroad  in  the  world. 
Ground  was  broken  for  the  enterprise  July  4,  1828, 
by  the  only  then  surviving  signer  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carroll- 
ton.  No  one  supposed  that  it  would  be  anything 
but  a  horse  railroad.  Nevertheless,  it  was  the  orig- 
inal intention  to  extend  its  operations  to  the  Ohio 
River,  and  the  name  by  which  it  is  known  to-day 
is  the  name  with  which  it  was  christened. 

"  May  22,  1830,  the  road  was  opened  for  business 
from  Baltimore  to  Ellicott  Mills,  thirteen  miles. 
The  first  American  passenger  car  then  used  was 
about  twelve  feet  long.  A  horse  was  attached, 
and  he  was  good  for  eight  miles  an  hour,  carrying 
twenty-five  passengers.  The  first  American  loco- 
motive ever  constructed  was  tried  upon  this  road, 
being  the  handiwork  of  Peter  Cooper.  It  then 
drew,  c 
ever  pr 


1830,  the  first  passenger 
lied  by  steam  upon  any  r'ailroad  in  the 
world,  Mr.  Cooper  acting  as  engineer.  It  is  also 
recorded  that  on  this  occasion  Mr.  Cooper  severely 
jammed  his  thumb,  which  may  be  set  down  as  the 
first  railroad  casualty  in  history.  The  road  was 
opened  to  Washington,  Aug.  25,  1835;  to  Cumber- 
land, Nov.  5,  1842;  to  the  Ohio  River,  at  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  Jan.  1,  1853;  to  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louts, 
June  4,  1857;  and  to  Chicago,  Nov.  23,  1873- 


May  23- 


TKB   GOSPEL   MESSENGER. 
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THE  MASTER'S  QUESTION. 


Have  ye  looked  for  sheep  in  the  desert, 

For  those  who  have  missed  their  way? 
Have  ye  been  in  the  wild  waste  places, 

Where  the  lost  and  wandering  stray? 
Have  ye  trodden  the  lonely  highway? 

The  foul  and  the  darksome  street? 
It  may  be  ye"d  see  in  the  gloaming 

The  print  of  My  wounded  feet. 

Have  ye  folded  home  to  your  bosom 

The  trembling,  neglected  lamb, 
And  taught  to  the  little  lost  one 

The  sound  of  the  Shepherd's  name? 
Have  ye  searched  for  the  poor  and  needy, 

With  no  clothing,  no  home,  no  bread? 
The  Son  of  Man  was  among  them: 

Had  nowhere  to  lay  His  head. 

Have  ye  carried  the  living  water 

To  the  parched  and  thirsty  soul? 
Have  ye  said  to  the  sick  and  wounded, 

"  Christ  Jesus  maketh  thee  whole?  " 
Have  ye  told  my  fainting  children 

Of  the  strength  of  the  Father's  hand? 
Have  ye  guided  the  tottering  footsteps 

To  the  shore  of  the  "  golden  land?  " 

Have  you  stood  by  the  sad  and  weary, 
To  smooth  the  pillow  of  death, 

To  comfort  the  sorrow-stricken, 
.  And  strengthen  the  feeble  faith? 

And  have  ye  felt,  when  the  glory 

Has  streamed  through  the  open  door 

And  flitted  across  the  shadows. 
That  there  1  had  been  before? 

Have  ye  wept  with  the  broken-hearted 

In  their  agony  of  woe? 
Ye  might  hear  Me  whispering  beside  you 

"  'Tis  the  pathway  I  often  go." 
My  brethren,  My  friends,  My  disciple: 
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Virginia.— Pleasant   Valley  church,  S3;    Pleasant 
Valley  church,  S4.S1;  Morritz  Gochenour,  $1;  SaHie 

Maphis,  §i ;  Sarah  Cupp,  52  cents;  total, $ 

Californ ia.— Tropi co    church,    55     cents;     Covina 

church,  S8.50;  total £ 

Missouri.— Eight  Mile  church,  $4.50;  Hannah  Dun- 
can, Lamar,  Si;  total s       5  50 

.—No  name,  SS;  total s       5  00 

Louisiana. — Roanoko  church,  $4.19;  total S 

West  Virginia.— Solicited  by  two  sisters,  S3  95'  to- 
tal   $ 

Oregon.— Rogue  River  Valley  church,  $3.65;  total, .$ 

Texas.— D.  L.  and  E.  B.  Kinzie.S2.70;  total, $ 

Iowa. —  H.  F.  Maust,  Struble,  $2.50;  total S 

Arkansas. — Palestine  church.  Si -95;  total S 

Wisconsin. — Chippewa  church,  Si- 12;  total S 

North  Dakota.— A  young  brother  and  school  teach- 
er, 50  cents;  total, s 

Washington—  Allen  Ives,  Hamilton,  50  cents;  to- 
tal,   $ 

Minnesota.— Louisa  Heath,  Wabasha,  50  cents;  to- 
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MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  APRIL,   1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
mimth's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 
HOME  AND  EUROPEAN  FUND. 
(Used  only  for  Mission  in  U.  S..  Denmark  and  Sweden.) 

Illinois.— Oakley  church,  Si6.o$;  a  brother,  Mt. 
Morris,  $5;  Chicago  church,  $5.20;  a  brother,  box  316, 
Mt.  Vernon,  $2;  Mt.  Morris  Sunday  school,  $14.62; 
George  and  Jennie  Hossack,  $2;  William  Gaffin, 
Leaf  River,  $5;  Yellow  Creek  church,  SI5;  J-  E-  Ml1' 
ler,  Mt.  Morris,  $3.25;  College  Stock,  S4;  Arnold's 
Grove  church,  $11.20;  Lanark  church,  Sri;  Naperville 
church,  S6.75;  Pine  Creek  church,  $98.55;  Rock  Creek 
church,  $11;  Rock  River  church,  $40.40;  a  brother, 
Mt.  Morris,  $5;  Andrew  Naylor,  Hudson,  $3;  Y.  C. 
Stoner,  Hutsonville,  S5 ;  total, *    264  02 

Pennsylvania.— Walnut  Grove  Sunday  school, 
Johnstown,  S4.30;  Katie  Lehmer,  $1,25;  Cumberland 
church,  S9.65;  a  sister,  66  cents;  Ridgely  church,  $5.21; 
Hatfield  church,  $12;  Philadelphia  church,  $25;  West 
Conestoga  church,  S13.55;  East  Conestoga  church, 
$2003;  White  Oak  church,  $14 .50;  a  sister,  York,  $5; 
total $    ill  15 

Maryland.— A  sister,  $25;  Beaver  Creek  church, 
S?-8o;  Broadfording  church,  $4;  Brownsville  congre- 
gation, $17.25;  total S      54  05 

Indiana.— Sugar  Creek  church,  $5;  Rachel  Weav- 
er.  Brimfield,  $1;  Rock  Run  church,  $42.22;  Lydia 
Shewman,  Bath,  $2;  Mary  E.  Stanson,  $i;  one  who 
lov«  the  cause,  50  cents;  total, %     S}  V 

Ohio.~K  sister,  New  Philadelphia,  S5;  C.  Eiken- 
berry,  Gratis,  $3.75;  G.  A.  Snider,  25  cents;  W.  W. 
Wagner,  Hill  Grove,  $7;  J.  W.  Keiser,  Primrose, 
Sl-75:  Lower  Twin  church,  $1.70;  Ashland  church, 
il7  56;  Loramies  church,  $1.60;  total, S     38  61 

Kansas.— Dora  Sherfy,  $5;  Fredonia  church,  $1.25; 
^■l"ie  Grave,  Eldorado,  25  cents;  Peabody  church, 
S'-So;  Burr  Oak  church,  $3.55;  total, *      "  95 


WASHINGTON  CITY 

(A  house  in  Washington  is  greatly  i 
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Pennsylvania— Mrs.  S.  B.  Rinehart,  $5;  Rhoda 
Morrett,  25  cents;  a  sister,  York,  $1;  total $ 

Kansas. • —  Caney,  25  cents; Caney,  25 

cents;  total $ 

Indiana. — Unknown,  $i;  Mary  Stanson,  50  cents; 
total, S 

Texas.— A  brother  and  family,  Manvel,  $5;  total,-  $ 


Total, 
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Proceeds  of  sale  of  "  Seven  Churches,"  S669.70;  to- 
tal,   S  669  70 

Pennsylvania— Lewistown  church,  $4.95;  a  brother, 
Norristown,  $6;  a  brother  and  sister,  Glen  Campbell, 
$2.79;  First  Brethren  church  of  Philadelphia,  $100; 
East  Conestoga  church,  $2;  Manor  church,  $3;  a  sis- 
ter, York,  $5;  total $    123  74 

Maryland.— A.  P.  Snader  and  wife,  $2;  asister,$25; 
Beaver  Creek  church,  $1.83;  Hagerstown  church,  $7; 
total, $     35  83 

Illinois.— A  brother,  Mt.  Vernon,  $1;  Mt.  Morris 
Sunday  school,  Si4.3i;Eliz.  Witmer,  Englewood,  $1; 
Geo.  and  Jennie  Hossack,  $2;  Franklin  Grove  Sun- 
day school,  S12. 53;  total, S     30  84 

Ohio.— J..  K.  Keiser,  Primrose,  $1;  Lower  Twin 
church, $2. 17;  Maple  Grove  Sisters'  Aid  Society,  $5;  J. 
J.  Beeghly,  Ashland,  S5 ;  total $      13  17 

Virginia.—}.  Harman  Stover,  50  cents;  Brethren's 
Sunday  school  at  Bridgewater  College,  $9.60;  Roa- 
noke Sunday  school,  $1.19;  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
50  cents;  total, $     n  79 

Kansas.— Morrill  church,  $5;  Lydia  Barnhart,  Ap- 
panoose, $1;  Ramona  church,  $1.68;  a  sister,  Fort 
Scott,  $2;  two  sisters.  Culver,  $1.25;  total, $      10  93 

Iowa.— Franklin  County  Sunday  school,  $1.25;  Mrs. 
Hugh  Walton,  $5;  Jacob  Eshelman,  Altoona,  40 
cents;  total %       6  6$ 

Nebraska—  Silver  Lake  church,  $6.15;  Sappa  Creek 
church,  15  cents;  total, $       6  30 

Texas.— A  brother  and  family,  Manvel,  $5;  total,... $ 

Indiana—  Unknown,  $1;  Lydia  Shewman,  Bath,  $2; 
S.  J.  Miller,  Goshen,  50  cents;  Mary  Stanson,  50 
cents;  total, % 

California—  Covina  church,  $3.25;  total $       3  25 

Arkansas.— Palestine  church,  $1.95;  total, $       1  95 

West  Virginia.— Solicited  by  two  sisters,  $i.6s;  to- 
tal  $       '  65 


Maryland. — A.  P.  Snader  and  wife,  $2;  Beaver 
Creek  church,  $1.83;  Hagerstown  church,  S6.46;  to- 
tal,   $      10  29 

A "ansas.— Morrill  church,  $5;  Lizzie  Graves,  $1;  Ra- 
mona church,  $i  67;  total .$       7  67 

Iowa. — Franklin  County  Sunday  school,  $1.25;  Mrs. 

Hugh  Walton,  Libly,  $5;  total %       6  25 

Texas.— A  brother  and  family,  Manvel,  $5;  total, .  .$       5  00 

California.— Covina  church,  $3.60;  total, $       3  60 

Ohio.—].  W.   Keiser,   Primrose,  $1;   Lower  Twin 

church,  $2.18;  total $       3  18 

West  Virginia.— Solicited  by  two  sisters,  $1.65;  to- 
tal  $       1  65 

Virginia. — Roanoke  Sunday  school,  $1.18;  total,... $      1  18 

Minnesota. — Louisa  Heath,  Wabasha,  50  c#nts;  to- 
tal  $  50 

Total, $    141  18 

(Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts.) 
Pennsylvania. — Lewistown  church,  $4.25;  New  En- 
terprise church,  $1;  Meyersdale  church,  $6;  Upper 
Conewago  church,  $2.50;  Hatfield  church,  $4;  East 
Conestoga  church,  $13.16;  Samuel  Berkley,  $338;  to- 
tal  $     34  29 

Virginia. — Martha  Hart  man,  $1.50;  John  Beckone, 
deceased,  30  cents;  E.  M.  Hoover,  Cowan's  Depot, 
$6;  E.  D.  Kendig,  $1.50;  S.  Flory,  $1.50;  William 
Flory.S1.20;  J.  R.  Kendig,  $1.20;  J.  P.  Kline,  $1.20; 

Bettie  Flory,  85  cents;  total %     15  25 

Iowa.— Pleasant  Prairie  church,  $9.50;  Will  Lichty, 

Waterloo,  $3;  total, $     12  50 

Kansas.— S.  M.  Teeter,  $3.60;  C.  E.  Arnold,  Mc- 
pherson, 90  cents;  Mrs.  Sallic  Berkley,  Burr  Oak,  $6; 

total $     10  50 

Ohio,— James  Gibbles,  $1.20;  Abraham  Minnick, 
$1.20;  Charlie  Shaffer,  $1.20;  David  Niswonger,  $1.20; 
Noah   Frimang,  $1.20;  Elias  Stouffer,  $1.20;  W.  H. 

Wagner,  Hill  Grove,  $1.52;  total, t       8  72 

Illinois.— A  brother,  box  316,  Mt.  Vernon,  $1;  Na- 
perville church,  $2  25;  total $       3  25 

California—  Tropi  co    church,    32    cents;     Covina 

church,  $2.50;  total, t       2  82 

Maryland.— Laura  Rohrcr.Si ;  Rachel  Caylor,  $1.50; 

total, %       2  50 

Indiana— E.G.  Butterbaugh,  $1.50;  Mary  Stanson, 

Lyons,  50  cents;  total, $       2  00 

West  Virginia.— Solicited  by  two  sisters;  75  cents; 
total *  75 

Total %     92  58 


Michigan—  Mary  Peck,  Colonia,  $1;  total,. 
Minnesota— horns*  Heath,  Wabasha,  50  ce 


North  Dakota.— A  young  school  teacher,  50  ■ 


Total, S   926  80 


SSION    ] 

!  MISSIS 


(Used  only  fo 

Pennsylvania— Katie  Lehmer,  $1.25;  a  sister, 
Funkstown,  $25;  Lewistown  church,  $4.96;  a  brother 
and  sister,  Glen  Campbell,  $2.80;  J.  N.  Cogan,  Yellow 
Creek,  50  cents;  Ridgely  church,  $5.21;  First  Breth- 
ren church,  Philadelphia,  $25;  East  Conestoga 
church,  $2;  a  sister.  York,  $4;  total, $     7° 

Illinois—  A  brother,  box  316,  Mt.  Morris,  $1;  Mt. 
Morris  Sunday  school,  $12.74;  Eliz.  Witmer,  Engle- 
wood, $1 ;  Geo.  and  Jennie  Hossack,  $2;  total, $      16  74 

/«rf/3«fl.-Unknown;  St;  Lydia  Shewman,  Bath,  $2 
Susan  Davy,  366  Brookside  Ave.,  Indianapolis,  4c 
cents;  S.  J.  Miller,  Goshen,  50  cents;  Mary  Stanson,  5c 
cents;  a  brother,  North  Manchester,  $10;  total 


Fund, t  582  94 

$  926  80 


Home  and  Europi 
Asia  Minor  Missic 

India  Mission $ 

Book  and  Tract  Fund, t 

Washington  Meetinghouse, f> 


Total »[,7S<5  75 

Number  of  tracts  sent  out,  22,827. 


'MOAB  IS  MY  WASH-POT.' 


Years  ago,  Jacob  Knapp,  a  noted  evangelist, 
preached  in  Philadelphia  from  the  text,  "  Moab  is 
my  wash-pot"  His  doctrine  was  that  God  uses 
wicked  men  to  wash  out  and  purify  the  church.  In 
his  sermon  he  said:  "  God  sometimes  makes  wicked 
men  the  instruments  of  converting  others;  not  that 
they  mean  so  or  think  so,  but  nevertheless  they 
do  it.  Why,  I  preached  in  the  Tabernacle  in  New 
York  City  and  the  house  was  not  half  full;  I 
preached  again  and  the  house  wasn't  half  full;  but 
the  devil  entered  into  Bennett  and  set  him  to  ly- 
ing about  me  in  the  New  York  Herald.  He  pub- 
lished two  columns  of  lies  about  me,  and  the  next 
night  the  house  was  filled;  there  was  not  a  vacant 
seat  in  it;  and  one  notoriously  wicked  man  who 
hadn't  been  to  church  for  ten  years,  and  who 
swore  he  would  never  go  again,  if  he  did  he  hoped 
the  roof  of  the  house  would  fall  on  him  and  kill 
him,  was  so  excited  by  Bennett's  lies  that  he 
came  to  hear  me!  He  came  early  and  took  a  seat 
in  a  pew  in  the  middle  of  the  house.  I  began  to 
preach,  and  he  began  to  think  of  his  wicked  oath, 
and  to  look  up  and  see  if  the  roof  was  not  going  to 
fall  on  him;  and  as  he  grew  more  and  more  excited, 
he  started  to  go  out,  but  he  could  not  do  it;  the 
people  were  so  wedged  in  around  him  that  he  had 
to  stay,  and  God  sent  an  arrow  to  his  heart  and  he 
was  converted.  If  it  hadn't  been  for  Bennett's 
lies  he  would  have  gone  to  hell."—  Tfu  Christian. 
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Nine   accessions   are   reported    in    the    Summit 
church,  Madison  Co.,  Ind. 


There  are  said  to  be  more   than  one   thousand 
lissionaries  at  work  in  India. 


Bro.  Allen  Ives,  of  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  has 
moved  to  Washington,  and  may  now  be  addressed 
at  Centralia.  

During  the  last  year  the  Brethren's  Tract  De- 
partment sent  out  over  446, oco  tracts  and  pam- 
phlets. These  ought  to  do  a  telling  work  some- 
where. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  man  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  old.  His  name  is 
Francisco  Garcia,  and  he  may  be  seen  upon  the 
streets  most  any  day. 


The  feast  for  May  26,  at  4  P.  M.,  will  be  held  in 
the  Maple  Spring  church,  Pa.,  instead  of  the  Pine 
Grove  church.  This  notice  came  too  late  for  last 
issue,  hence  this  delay. 


Too  late  for  last  issue  Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp  writes  and 
requests  us  to  say,  that  he  has  at  last  secured  a 
one-fare  round  trip  to  Anmial  Meeting  at  Ottawa, 
from  all  points  in  Kansas. 


We  understand  that  eight  persons  at  McPherson, 
Kansas,  have  volunteered  to  enter  the  foreign  mis- 
sion fields,  and  three  of  them  have  already  been  ap- 
proved by  the  church  and  elders  of  the  District. 


The  feast,  to  have  been  held  at  Milledgeville, 
III,  June  13  and  14,  is  postponed  until  the  coming 
September,  and  will  be  then  held  in  connection 
with  the  Ministerial  Meeting,  probably  the  evening 
before. 

The  Lord  always  has  stood  by  his  people  in  the 
past,  and  we  feel  sure  that  he  will  stand  by  them 
in  the  future.  Whatever  be  our  trials  in  life,  we 
feel  sure  of  the  Lord's  help  if  we  only  remain  true 
to  his  cause. 

Bro.  T.  T.  Myers  was  with  us  over  last  Sunday, 
and  preached  morning  and  evening.  He  went  over 
to  Lanark  on  Monday,  expecting  to  return  and 
preach  here  each  evening  until  the  last  of  the  week, 
and  then  go  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Bro.  Fercken  has  commenced  training  his  people 
in  Smyrna  in  the  habit  of  giving.  The  first  collec- 
tion was  taken  at  the  close  of  the  Easter  services, 
and  resulted  in  fifty  cents  to  be  used  for  home  mis- 
sion work  among  the  colored  people  in  America. 
That  is  the  way  to  do.  Let  the  babes  in  Christ  be 
trained  to  give,  and  in  course  of  time  we  will  have 
many  liberal  churches. 


The  New  Testament  is  largely  made  up  of  facts, 
commands  and  promises.  Some  of  the  Brethren 
are  going  through  the  Book,  underscoring  all  the 
commands  with  a  red  pencil,  and  the  promises  with 
a  blue  mark.  They  find  the  task  both  interesting 
and  instructive. 

Wi  will  drop  out  no  number  of  the  Messenger 
this  year  on  account  of  the  Annual  Meeting.  We 
start  to  the  Conference  one  day  before  this  issue 
goes  to  press,  and  hope  to  have  at  least  a  small 
amount  of  Annual  Meeting  news  in  the  next  paper. 
Our  readers  may  look  for  the  paper  to  come  out  on 
time.  We  leave  it  in  the  care  of  our  trusty  work- 
men, who  will  see  that  it  comes  out  in  good  shape. 


After  running  off  six  hundred  copies  of  the  last 
issue,  we  received  a  telegram  from  Bro.  D.  L.  Mil- 
ler, informing  us  of  his  arrival  at  San  Francisco. 
After  resting  a  few  days,  he  and  his  wife  will  come 
to  Ottawa,  Kans.,  where  they  expect  to  attend  the 
Annual  Meeting,  and  meet  many  of  their  friends. 
From  the  Conference  they  will  return  to  their  home 
at  the  Mount,  having  made  a  complete  circuit  of 
the  globe.  

Last  Sunday  evening  a  severe  cyclone  struck 
Sabetha,  Kansas,  doing  an  immense  amount  of 
damage  to  property,  and  severely  wounding  twen- 
ty-five persons,  some  of  whom  will  die.  It  is  re- 
ported that  twenty-five  families  have  been  rendered 
homeless.  At  Frankfort  sixty  buildings  were 
razed  to  the  ground.  The  same  evening  a  cyclone 
struck  Elva,  Ky.,  killing  several  and  injuring  many 
others.  One  also  struck  Mercer  County,  111.  One 
person  was  killed  at  Sherrard,  and  property  to  the 
amount  of  815,000  destroyed. 


r  Brethren  s  Quarterlies  gotten  up  by  our  breth- 


2.  Are  they  sanctioned  by  the  church  as  safe 

3.  Can  we  call  them  our  Brethren's  literature? 

The  Brethren's  Quarterly,  the  Juvenile  Quarterly. 
the  Childern  at  Work,  and  the  Young  Disciple  are  ed- 
ited by  members  selected  and  employed  for  the 
purpose,  and  while  they  have  not  been  formally 
sanctioned  by  our  Conference,  still  being  edited 
and  published  by  the  Brethren  for  the  Brethren, 
they  may,  with  all  necessary  propriety,  be  called 
the  Brethren's  Sunday  school  literature. 


We  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  feast  at 
Lanark  last  Saturday  evening.  In  spite  of  the  had 
weather  the  attendance  was  large,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  meeting  most  excellent.  The  ministerial  force 
was  also  ample.  Bro.  Tobias  Fike  officiated.  At 
the  close  of  the  examination  services  Bro.  I.  Ben- 
nett Trout  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  and 
placed  in  charge  of  the  church  at  Lanark.  The 
house  was  densely  packed  the  next  morning,  to  lis- 
ten to  a  discourse  on  the  qualifications  and  duties 
of  elders,  ministers,  deacons  and  their  wives,  and 
the  proper  care  and  developing  of  the  church.  At 
this  time  the  church  seems  to  be  in  an  excellent 
condition,  with  bright  prospects  before  it. 


Though  "Trine  Immersion  Traced  to  the  Apos- 
tles" has  been  before  the  public  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  has  been  often  reviewed  by  both  the 
learned  and  unlearned,  it  is  still  being  reviewed  by 
several  religious  journals,  The  trouble  is,  it  will 
not  stay  reviewed.  Among  the  papers  giving  at- 
tention to  the  pamphlet  of  late  are  The  Review  and 
Herald,  The  Olographic  Review,  and  The  Christian 
Leader.  A  writer,  in  the  latter,  is  taking  his  time 
to  it,  and  when  he  gets  through  he  will  confer  a 
favor  on  the  reading  public  by  telling  the  people 
why  his  church  is  so  anxious  to  receive  those  bap- 
tized by  trine  immersion,  if  that  form  is  not  the 
apostolic  method?  As  long  as  the  different 
churches  receive  into  full  fellowship  those  thus 
baptized,  without  questioning  the  validity  of  their 
baptism,  our  people  will  feel  at  liberty  to  continue 
the  practice  of  trine  immersion  with  a  clear  track 
before  them.  Send  to  the:General  Mission  Board, 
at  this  place,  for  this  tract,  and  give  one  to  all  the 
people,, who  seek  for  the  truth  on  this  subject. 


There  are  five  calls  for  the  Annual   Meetin 
1897,    vie.,     Eastern     Maryland,     Middle    Ind^  '" 
Northern  Illinois,  Middle  Missouri  and  Califor  "'' 
There  are  also  calls  for  the  Meeting  in   1808    is 
and    1900.     There  is    no    danger   that   the   Conf 
ence  will  have  to  go  begging  for  a  place. 


Bro.  J.  M.  Van  Horn,  of  Klamath,  Oregon  ' 
very  anxious  to  have  some  of  our  ministers"  come 
to  his  place  and  hold  some  meetings.  He  says  h 
has  written  to  several  ministers,  but  has  not  sue- 
ceeded  in  getting  any  one  to  respond  to  the  call 
We  trust  this  will  receive  the  attention  of  some  of 
our  ministers  on  the  Pacific  Coast,  for  we  learn 
that  the  people  at  Klamath  have  a  very  favorable 
opinion  of  the  Brethren,  and  would  like  to  hear 
them  preach.  _^^ 

STRANGERS  COLLECTING  MONEY. 

There  is  traveling  among  the  churches  in  the 
East,  a  man  who  claims  to  be  an  Armenian  Bishop 
and  he  also  claims  to  be  collecting  money  for  his 
people  in  Turkey.  We  have  heard  different  stories 
about  him,  and  some  things  do  not  hold  together 
well.'  Our  advice  is,  if  the  man  is  hungry,  feed 
him;  if  naked,  clothe  him;  and  also  shelter  him,  but 
as  a  rule,  it  is  not  safe  to  give  money  to  a  stranger 
who  travels  over  the  country,  taking  up  collections 
for  a  special  purpose.  Those  who  have  money  for 
the  suffering  Armenians,  should  send  it  to  Brown 
Brothers,  59  Wall  St.,  New  York.  They  are  re- 
sponsible  parties,  and  will  see  that  all  funds  re- 
ceived are  properly  applied.  For  a  month  or  more 
this  man  has  been  telling  the  members  at  different 
places,  that  he  was  on  his  way  to  Mt.  Morris,  but 
he  has  not  yet  put  in  his  appearance.  If  he  is  the 
right  kind  of  a  man,  food,  shelter,  and  clothing 
will  be  sufficient,  while  the  money  may  be  sent  as 
we  have  directed.  We  are  taught  to  entertain 
strangers,  not  knowing  but  that  they  may  be  an- 
gels, but  as  a  general  thing,  angels  do  not  travel 
and  collect  money  unless  they  are  supplier)  ifM 
credentials  with 'which  to  identify  themselves"'.!  We 
learn  that  in  some  of  the  churches  the-  Brettren 
have  given  the  man  from  S50  to  S70.  What  we  say 
concerning  this  case  may  apply,  in  a  general  way, 
to  any  other  stranger,  who  goes  from  place  to  place, 
collecting  funds.  j.  h.  m. 


AMONO  THE  COUNTRY  PEOPLE. 

While  giving  all  due  attention  to  work  in  foreign 
fields  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  America  is  the 
place  for  the  Brethren  to  do  their  most  successful 
work.  In  no  other  country  could  we  have  pros- 
pered as  we  have  in  this.  To  us  this  is  to  be  the 
religious  garden  spot  of  the  world,  and  it  is  here 
that  we  must  make  our  greatest  efforts,  and  reap 
the  most  encouraging  results.  Especially  may  we 
look  to  the  rural  districts  for  the  greatest  increase 
in  numbers.  True,  we  can  do  a  grand  work  in 
many  of  the  cities,  but  the  country  people  are  the 
ones  who  will  hear  our  ministers  more  readily,  and 
accept  the  plain  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament. 
And  since  there  is  such  a  great  field  open  to  us,  we 
ought  to  make  every  possible  effort  to  enter  and 
take  possession  of  it.  If  we  cannot  convert  the 
city  people  as  rapidly  as  would  seem  desirable, 
we  can  convert  thousands  of  the  country  people 
And  for  this  purpose  our  churches  in  rural  districts 
should  become  quite  aggressive,  and  reach  out  in- 
to every  locality  where  there  is  an  opportunity  to 
preach  the  Word.  If  there  is  a  lack  in  the  minis- 
terial force,  elect  more  preachers,  or  hold  up  the 
arms  of  those  who  are  already  in  the  work.  Tnen 
the  laity  should  be  encouraged  to  open  up  and  con- 
duct Sunday  schools  wherever  there  are  encourag- 
ing openings.  Much  of  this  kind  of  work  might  be 
done  by  our  young  members,  and  they  should  re- 
ceive all  necessary  encouragement  in  that  line. 
hope  to  hear  of  some  well-directed  efforts  of  th|S 
character,  J-  B- "' 


May  23    l8°6- 


'i-j=Lja  gobpbl  iMrmssiEnsra-BiH,. 


THE  STANDINO  COMMITTEE  FOR  1896. 

So  far  as  reported  to  us  the  different  State  Dis- 
tricts will  be  thus  represented  on  the  Standing 
Committee  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  which  convenes 
at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  next  Tuesday: 

1.  Tennessee,  North  Carolina  and  Florida Henry  Sheets. 

2.  First  District  of  Virginia W.  H.  Naff,  P.  S.  Miller. 

3.  Second  District  of  Virginia J.  p.  Zigler. 

4.  First  District  of  West  Virginia G.  S.  Arnold. 

5.  Second  District  of  West  Virginia (By  letter). 

6.  Eastern  Maryland E.  W.  Stoner,  S.  H.  Utz. 

7.  Western  Maryland Eli  Yourtee. 

8.  Eastern  Pennsylvania, F.  P.  Cassel. 

9.  Southern  Pennsylvania, Jacob  Hollinger. 

10.  Middle  Pennsylvania (Not  reported). 

11.  Western  Pennsylvania, (Not  reported). 

12.  Southern  Ohio W.  K.  Simmons. 

13.  Northeastern  Ohio Tobias  Hoover. 

1.1.  Northwestern  Ohio Not  reported. 

15.  Southern  Indiana Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 

16.  Middle  Indiana S.  S.  Ulery. 

17.  Northern  Indiana I.  D.  Parker. 

18.  Northern  Illinois  and  Wis D.  E.  Price,  P.  R.  Keltner, 

19.  Southern  Illinois D.  B.  Gibson. 

20.  Southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas Geo  Bamhart. 

21.  Middle  Missouri, D.  M.  Mohler. 

22.  Northern  Missouri J.  E.  Ellenberger, 

23.  Southern  Iowa John  M.  Follis. 

24.  Middle  Iowa Stephen  Johnson, 

25.  Northern  Iowa,  Minn,  and  S.  Dakota,.  .Harvey  Ikenberry. 

26.  Michigan Isaac  Rairigh. 

27.  Nebraska, J.  L.  Snavely, 

28.  Northeastern  Kansas, Archy  VanDyke. 

2g.  Southeastern  Kansas Sidney  Hodgden. 

30.  Northwestern  Kansas  and  Colorado (Not  reported). 

31.  Southwestern  Kansas,  S.  Colorado,  Okla.  T.,. .  .John  Wise, 

32.  Texas,  Oklahoma  and  S.  Indian  Territory, . .  M.  M.  Ennis. 

33.  California  and  Arizona Wm.  J.  Thomas, 

34.  Oregon,  Washington  and  Idaho (By  letter) 

35.  Sweden  and  Denmark C,  Hope, 


THOUGHTS  SUGGESTED  FROM  THE  WAYSIDE. 

One  of  the  desirable  things  about  the  religion  of 
Christ  is  the  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  those  of  a  like  faith,  and  the  pleasant  associa- 
tions that  grow  out  of  thus  learning  to  know  each 
other.  Years  ago,  visiting  among  the  churches  was 
fcnuch  more  common  than  now.  Visiting  was  then 
a  custom  among  both  the  ministers  and  the  lay 
members.  Now  these  visits  are  made  largely  on 
call.  And  while  this  is  so,  we  are  glad  that  they 
have  not  been  discontinued  altogether,  though,  for 
some  of  the  calls,  we  wish  there  might  be  no  cause. 

Last  week,  in  company  with  Eld.  S.  J.  Swigart, 
of  Lewistown,  we  had  a  call  to  visit  the  New  En- 
terprise church,  and  to  make  the  trip,  we  had  to 
pass  over  the  Broad  Top  road,  to  Hopewell,  where 
we  were  to  be  met  by  the  Brethren  and  taken  up 
through  the  "  Gap  "  to  our  place  of  destination. 

Over  this  road  we  had  passed  quite  a  number  of 
times  before,  and  felt  familiar  with  all  the  scenes 
through  which  the  road  passes,  but,  somehow,  on 
this  special  morning,  things  seemed  to  be  clothed 
with  new  interest.  Perhaps  not  so  much  becaus 
the  new  things  to  be  seen,  as  the  new  way  through 
which  we  looked  at  them.  The  first  special  line  of 
thought  we  had  was  on  what  we  called  "  wastes. 
We  noticed  this  in  passing  along  a  creek  which 
runs  through  a  continued  series  of  curves,  more 
than  doubling  its  length,  had  it  run  in  a  direct 
course.  In  making  these  curves  a  large  part  of  the 
fertile  bottom  land  was  made  useless.  The  thought 
came  to  us:  Why  all  this  waste?  By  some  labor 
and  expense  its  whole  course  could  be  straightened 
and  the  waste  land  thus  utilized  and  made  profit 
ble  to  the  owner.  We  sometimes  talk  about  wasted 
energy.  It  may  be  true  that  there  is  some  of  th 
stuff  wasted  in  the  using,  but  it  occurs  to  us  that 
there  is  very  much  more  of  it  wasted  in  the  not 
ing. 

Along  these  crooks  and  bends  the  farmer  has 
been  pulling  "  haw  "  and  "  gee,"  with  untold  push 
'ng  and  switching,  for  years,  just  because  he  has 
not,  once  for  all,  gone  to  work  and  cut  through 
and  made  a  straight  drive. 

But,  then,  what  have  we  to  say  about  it?  Are 
fhese  men  thoughtless  and  shiftless  above  all  oth- 


:rs?  Not  at  all.  There  is  a  world  of  crooked  ways 
n  life,  and  we  have  been  following  some  of  them 
:ver  since  we  were  born.  And  as  others  look  on 
is,  in  our  followings,  the  same  thought  may  come 
to  them:  Why  all  this  waste?  We  see  it  every- 
where. In  the  by-paths,  beside  our  common  routes 
of  travel,  alongside  our  railroads,  in  our  schools 
and  colleges,  and,  strange  to  say,-  a  large  sprink- 
ling of  it  in  our  churches.  Yes,  downright  crook- 
edness. And  nowhere  is  the  waste  so  great  and  the 
losses  so  heavy.  This  crookedness  is  not  always 
so  much  "  a  following  "  as  "  a  making."  We  are 
crookedly  inclined,  not  so  much  to  find  a  level,  as 
to  get  o  ff  of  it, — and  following  these  crooked  incli- 
nations we  not  only  follow  in  them,  but  get  wedded 
to  them.  Though  walking  in  them  gives  no  peace 
or  profit,  yet  our  ugliness  gloats  in  what  we  call 
satisfaction.  Much  of  our  trouble  and  many  of  our 
church  visits  grow  out  of  our  brethren  and  sisters 
walking  after  these  crooked  ways,  —  so  crooked 
that  we  fear  they  will  never  reach  the  heavenly 
home  unless  they  get  into  the  straight  way  and 
walk  therein. 

We  have  now  passed  the  crooked  ways  of "  Crook- 
ed Creek  "  and  reached  the  more  beautiful  waters  of 
the  "  Little  Juniata,"  or  head  waters  of  Raystown 
branch.  This  is  none  the  less  crooked,  but  too 
large  to  be  made  straight.  Like  many  big  people, 
old  in  crookedness, — too  old  to  get  in  the  ways  of 
right.  We  think  of  such  now, — head-strong,  stub- 
born, and  set  in  their  ways.  Such  people  are  like 
a  rubber  band, — if  they  are  stretched  out,  they 
flop  back  again,  and  grin  because  they  are  where 
they  want  to  be, — at  home. 

On  our  arrival  at  Hopewell  we  were  met  with 
conveyance  and  had  an  enjoyable  ride  up  by  Yel- 
low Creek,  through  the  "  Gap  "  to  New  Enterprise, 
and  were  landed  at  the  home  of  Eld.  C.  L.  Buck, 
where  we  made  our  home  during  our  stay. 

This  church  was  formerly  known  by  the  name 
Yellow  Creek.  But  as  it  had  no  relation  to  the 
Yellow  Creek,  and  was  located  in  New  Enterprise, 
the  brethren  there  petitioned  the  District  to  have 
the  church  name  changed  to  the  name  of  the  vil- 
lage where  located.  The  change  was  granted  and 
the  church  is  now  known  by  that  name.  The 
church  below  was  named  Hopewell,  and  as  the 
churchhouse  is  located  some  six  miles  away  from 
this  town,  on  the  banks  of  Yellow  Creek,  and  in  a 
village  and  post-office  so  named,  they,  too,  at  our 
last  District  Meeting,  petitioned  for  a  change  of 
name  from  Hopewell  to  Yellow  Creek,  which  pet 
tion  was  also  granted.  So  we  have  now  a  New  En- 
terprise church  and  a  Yellow  Creek  church,  both 
corresponding  with  their  post-office,  but  no  Hope- 
well church.  This  is  in  the  line  of  making  the 
crooked  things  straight,  as  heretofore  the  names, 
as  used,  caused  confusion,  especially  in  their  cor- 
respondence, but  now  all  things  will  be  lovely. 

The  New  Enterprise  church  is  one  of  the  old 
stand-bys,  and  had  for  its  leaders,  Leonard  Furry 
and  Daniel  Snowberger,  both  active  church  1 
and  regular  contributors  to  the  Gospel  Visitor 
the  Pilgrim,  now  succeeded  by  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger. Though  part  of  its  territory  has  been  divided 
to  form  other  churches,  its  membership  is  still 
quite  large  and  we  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  continue  to  hold  the  balance  of  power  in  the 
community,  as  they  now  do. 

The  power  and  prosperity  of  a  church  do  not 
depend  so  much  on  the  ability  of  the  minister  and 
the  amount  of  preaching  done  as  upon  the  unity  of 
purpose  maintained,  and  the  basis  upon  which  it  is 
founded.  Nothing  can  be  permanently  built  on 
anything  but  a  Bible  rock  foundation.  What  we 
need  in  all  of  our  churches  is  more  of  the  Christ-lite, 
and  this  can  be  had  only  by  feeding  on  the  Bread  of 
Life,  as  people  live  and  grow  physically  and  spirit- 
ually on  that  which  they  eat,  H.  B.  B, 


EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

No.  31 — Idolatry.— The  Rajah Jeypoor  to  Agra.— 

The   In)  Mahal. 

In  no  other  town  or  city  visited  in  India,  up  to 
this  time,  have  we  seen  so  many  idols  as  in  Jey- 
poor. The  city  is  wholly  given  to  idolatry.  Tem- 
ples there  are  by  the  score  where  the  idols  are  wor- 
shiped with  great  ceremony  by  attendant  priests; 
and  no  one  is  allowed  to  enter  the  sacred  portals. 
Even  if  you  would  walk  in  the  outer  court,  close 
enough  to  see  the  stone  god,  you  must  take  off 
your  shoes.  But  these  larger  temples  do  not  sat- 
isfy the  demand  of  the  people  for  idols.  In  the 
squares,  in  street  corners,  inside  and  outside  the 
city  gates,  and  even  in  the  middle  of  some  of  the 
wider  streets  are  shrines,  in  each  of  which  sits 
enthroned  a  wooden,  a  clay,  a  stone,  or  a  brass 
god.  The  features  of  these  are  all  hideous,  and 
when,  in  addition  to  their  distorted  faces  they  are 
daubed  over  with  red  paint  and  smeared  with  dirty 
oil,  they  are  the  very  personification  of  ugliness. 
How  people  can  be  induced  to  worship  such  ob- 
jects, seems  strange  indeed,  but  one  needs  spend 
but  a  short  time  in  India  to  learn  how  thoroughly 
idolatry  degrades  a  people. 

But  the  idols  do  not  always  escape  harm  Dr. 
Mansell  who  has  been  a  missionary  in  Ind  for 
some  thirty  years,  told  us  that  not  infrequently 
the  people  break  their  gods  to  pieces.  In  one  of 
the  villages  visited  by  him  the  people  during  a 
severe  drought  made  a  large  number  of  images  of 
one  of  their  gods  and  prayed  to  them  continually 
for  rain,  but  it  came  not.  Then  they  took  all  the 
images  out  of  the  temples  and  pounded  them  to 
pieces  and  selected  another  god  and  set  up  new 
idols.  As  they  have  countless  thousands  to  se- 
lect from,  It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  make  a 
change. 

The  Rajah  of  Jeypoor  claims  to  be  descended 
from  an  unbroken  line  of  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  kings.  The  best  blue  blood  of  which  English 
noblemen  are  so  proud  is  but  a  thing  of  to-day 
when  compared  with  these  proud  rulers  of  Raj- 
poot. In  the  museum  their  portraits  adorn  the 
galleries  something  like  the  portraits  of  the  Popes 
at  St.  Peter's  in  Rome. 

The  elephant  stables  at  Jeypoor,  it  is  said,  con- 
tain one  hundred  of  these  huge  animals.  They 
are  used  on  great  state  occasions  when  the  entire 
number,  richly  capai 
part  of  the  pageant, 
also  a  famous  hunter 
hunting.  We  saw  on 
elephants;  he  had  been 
tured,  for  he  was   secu 


ioned,  form  an  important 
The  present  ruler,  who  is 
uses  some  of  them  in  tiger 
of  the  largest  of  the  state 
evidently  but  recently  cap- 
ly  bound  with   heavy  log 


chains  attached  to  each  of  his  four  legs.  The  rest- 
less motion  of  the  animal  with  the  vicious,  wicked 
look  from  his  small  eyes,  gave  us  to  understand  as 
plainly  as  spoken  words,  what  the  result  would  be 
if  he  were  freed  from  his  chains. 

One  of  the  pleasant  sights  in  Jeypoor  is  the  feed- 
ing of  the  pigeons.  In  the  great  open  square  the 
birds  are  fed  every  day,  and  they  come  to  the  feast 
by  thousands.  They  are  nearly  all  the  same  color, 
dark  blue,  and  at  the  feeding  time  the  square  is 
a  mass  of  this  color.  No  one  thinks  of  hurting 
them,  and  they  are  very  tame.  The  cruel  sport  of 
pigeon  shooting,  so  common  at  home,  is  unknown 
here.  The  very  mention  of  such  a  cruelty  out- 
rages the  feelings  of  the  Hindu. 

Our  next  stopping  place  was  at  Agra,  In  some 
respects  one  of  the  most  interesting  cities  in  India, 
It  was  for  years  the  capital  of  the  great  Mogul 
Emperors,  and  here  Akbar,  the  Great,  and  Tekan 
Shah,  built  in  marble,  mosques,  tombs  and  temples, 
that  are  to-day  among  the  architectural  wonders 
of  the  world.  Akbar,  who  reigned  at  the  close  of 
the  fifteenth   century,   was   an    absolute   monarch. 
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great  in  achievement,  but  as  cruel  a  tyrant  as  ever 
reigned  in  India.  He  carried  with  him  a  box 
containing  sweetmeats,  one  side  of  which  was 
filled  with  caramels  made  of  honey  and  almonds, 
the  other  with  sweet-scented  lozenges,  into  which 
had  been  distilled  a  most  deadly  poison.  "If  Ak- 
bar  gave  you  a  bit  of  candy  from  the  kind  side  of 
his  box  you  were  in  high  favor  in  court,  and  like- 
ly to  command  a  province.  If  he  smilingly  of- 
fered you  one  from  the  other,  you  could  not  re- 
fuse, for  none  dared  say  'No!'  to  Akbar,  and 
your  mouth  for  awhile  became  full  of  the  fra- 
grance of  nard  and  myrrh,  while  you  rode  hurried- 
ly home  in  your  litter,  and  there  died  before  your 
golden  palace  robes  could  be  well  taken  off.  They 
say  Akbar  himself  perished  by  making  a  mistake 
one  evening  when  he  wished  for  a  sweetmeat.*  " 

Akbar  dead  was  laid  in  a  marble  tomb,  built 
during  his  lifetime,  the  like  of  which  the  world 
had  not  seen  before,  and  which  after  a  lapse  of 
more  than  three  centuries  is  one  of  the  wonders 
of  India!  But  Akbar's  tomb,  beautiful  as  it  was 
and  is,  was  to  be  far  exceeded  by  one  of  his  suc- 
cessors who  built  the  Taj.  We  turn  to  our  note- 
book and  find  what  we  compiled  and  wrote  at 
Agra. 

Jan.  18.  This  afternoon  we  visited  the  Taj  Ma- 
hal, the  architectural  crown  of  the  world.  The 
wonderful  beauty  and  the  magnificent  proportions 
of  this  marvelous  structure  seem  now,  since  I 
have  seen  it,  like  some  vision  of  a  half  waking, 
half  sleeping  revery. 

This  "  Crown  of  the  World "  was  built  by  the 
Sultan  Shah  Jehan  1630-52,  as  a  receptacle  for 
the  body  of  his  queen  Arjmand  Baun,  called  the 
"Pride  of  the  Palace"  and  where  his  own  body 
was  afterward  laid  to  rest.  It  has  been  called  "an 
elegy  in  marble,"  in  which  the  royal  love  of  the 
great  Shah  has  translated  itself  into  alabaster.  It 
was  built  at  a  cost  of  ten  million  dollars,  which 
would  mean  many  times  more  in  Europe  or  Amer- 
ica if  the  difference  in  wages  were  added.  Twen- 
ty thousand  men  worked  twenty-two  years  before 
the  mausoleum  was  finished,  and,  sad  to  state, 
many  of  the  workmen  were  never  paid.  In  Shah 
Jehan's  memoirs  it  is  stated  that  the  masons 
alone  received  thirty  lakhs  of  rupees,  which  at  par 
would  represent  a  value  of  a  milion  and  a  half  dol- 
lars. The  entire  structure  is  of  snow-white  marble, 
and  much  of  the  vast  interior  is  inlaid  with  precious 
stones  and  costly  jewels. 

A  great  gateway  opens  into  the  Taj  court  or 
garden,  and  is  in  itself  a  magnificent  structure.  It 
is  built  of  red  sandstone  inlaid  with  white  marble 
ornaments.  The  top  is  surmounted  with  twenty- 
six  white  marble  cupolas.  Impatient  as  we  were 
to  see  the  Taj  itself,  we  could  not  help  but  stop  to 
admire  the  fine  effect  of  this  massive  gateway. 
"  It  is  not  only  beautiful,  but  it  increases  the  glo- 
ries of  the  mausoleum  itself,  by  the  contrast  of  its 
somewhat  stern-red  sandstone,  with  the  soft  and 
pearl-white  marble  of  which  it  is  built."  There 
are  three  of  these  gateways,  the  main  entrance  at 
the  south,  and  the  other  two  at  the  east  and  west 
ends  of  the  garden. 

Having  entered  the  gateway  there  bursts  upon 
the  view,  a  scene  of  unequaled  beauty.  You  stand 
on  the  border  of  a  beautiful  garden  three  hundred 
yards  long  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  wide,  with 
the  flora  of  India  with  all  its  richness  before  you. 
In  the  center  of  the  garden  is  an  avenue  of  stately 
cypress  trees  standing  on  either  side  of  a  stream 
of  pure  water,  clear  as  crystal,  with  twenty  foun- 
tains. On  either  side  of  the  avenue  are  the  gar- 
den beds,  all  aglow  with  patches  of  rich  color. 
The  air  is  laden  with  the  sweet  perfume  of  rose 
and  jasmine,  and  the  choice  shrubs  and  trees  are 
alive   with    feathered   songsters,   whose    soft  notes 


lend  a  rich  charm  to  the  scene.  You  raise  your 
eyes  from  the  beauty  of  the  garden,  and  there 
meets  your  astonished  vision,  in  all  its  beauty  and 
grandeur,  "the  snow-white  wonder,"  the  Taj  it- 
self. It  stands  in  the  center  of  a  platform,  faced 
with  white  marble,  exactly  three  hundred  and  thir- 
teen feet  square  and  eighteen  feet  high,  with  a 
white  marble  minaret  at  each  corner,  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  feet  high.  The  building  itself  is 
one  hundred  and  eighty-six  feet  square,  with  thir- 
ty-three and  one-half  feet  cut  off  at  the  corners. 

I  stood  before  the  Taj,  as  it  were,  entranced.  I 
wondered  again  and  again  how  human  mind  and 
hand  could  invent  and  fashion  anything  so  won- 
drously  beautiful.  I  have  admired  the  tomb  of  Na- 
poleon I,  at  Paris,  world  renowned  for  its  beauty;  I 
have  wandered  through  the  Albert  memorial  chapel 
at  Windsor  palace,  the  gem  of  all  Europe,  a  worthy 
memento  of  the  wifely  love  and  affection  of  Eng- 
land's greatest  queen  for  her  dead  husband;  I  have 
stood  beneath  the  dome  of  St.  Petei's  at  Rome,  the 
ecclesiastical  architectural  wonder  of  the  world, 
and  have  beheld  with  amazement  the  beauties  of 
the  alabaster  mosque  at  Cairo,  but  none  of  these 
are  to  be  compared  with  the  Taj.  This  pearl  of 
India  easily  bears  the  palm  of  victory. 

Entering  the  great  doorway  to  the  central  dome, 
both  doors  of  which  were  at  one  time  of  solid  sil- 
ver, but  melted  down  and  coined  by  one  of  the 
Shah's  more  practical  successors,  the  wonder  in- 
creases. Beneath  the  lofty  dome  lies  the  dust  of 
the  Emperor  and  his  wife.  Surrounding  the  gem- 
like tombs  is  a  screen  of  marble,  cut  through  and 
through  into  beautiful  scrolls  and  trellis  work. 
Here  the  art  of  the  marble  cutter  reaches  its  high- 
est skill.  The  delicate  cutting  of  the  screen  is  like 
fine  lace-work.  The  columns  and  borders  of  the 
screen,  inside  and  out,  the  tombs,  and  thousands  of 
square  feet  of  the  interior  of  the  dome,  are  inlaid 
with  precious  stones  and  jewels.  It  is  the  perfect 
work  of  the  most  skillful  jeweler.  Graceful  vines, 
pendant  leaves,  fruits,  flowers,  and  buds  in  various 
colors,  are  the  forms  of  embellishment.  And  these 
inlaid  figures  are  of  turquoise,  coral  agate,  sar- 
donyx, onyx  and  bloodstone,  while  here  and  there 
sparkle  gems  of  the  first  water. 

The  echo  in  the  interior  is  exceedingly  fine.  A 
note  of  low,  soft  music  is  caught  up  in  the  marble 
vault  and  amplified  into  a  hundred  harmonious 
sounds,  swelling  out  into  a  grand  chorus  and  then 
dying  away  into  a  hushed  whisper. 

At  the  entrance  gateway  is  an  inscription  which 
reads,  "Only  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  the  gar- 
den of  God,"  while  on  the  tomb  of  Jehan  are  these 
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>  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY* 

IT  IS  BETTER  TO  LIVE. 

I  have  sometimes  felt  that  the  burden 

Of  life  was  too  heavy  to  bear; 
And  have  longed  to  lie  down  at  the  noontide 

And  rest  and  forget  all  my  care: 
But  over  my  heart  comes  the  message, 
Repeated  again  and  again — 
"  It  is  better  to  live  and  to  suffer, 

Than  to  die  to  be  rid  of  the  pain." 

There  is  rest  in  the  darkness  of  dying, 

And  end  to  the  weary  despair; 
The  grave  holds  sure  peace  and  calm  silence; 


Nos 


1  he  the 


But  perhaps  in  the  struggle  of  living, 

Is  a  soul  that  has  need  of  my  care- 
Some  heart  may  be  bearing  a  burden 
That  my  hand  may  lighten  or  share. 


'Twould  be  easy  t 
And  lie  down  z 

To  suffer  no  more 
And  sorrow  I  ri 

But  perhaps  from 
A  melody 


say,  "  I  am  weary, 
id  give  up  the  strife. 
rvith  the  heartache 
eet  in  this  life; 

ny  sorrow-swept  heart-strings 
may  be  wrung, 
And  my  lips  when  they  drank  deep  of  suffering, 
inderest  songs  may  have  sung. 


'Ti: 


/ith  living 


hard  to  be  patier 
When  all  the  world  i 
wearisome  waiting  for  pleasures 
That  will  only  come  after  we  die; 
t  even  through  all  my  complaining 
I  can  hear  that  undying  refrain — 
is  better  to  live  and  to  suffer, 
Thau  to  die  to  be  rid  of  the  pain." 


I  will  live  and  be  strong  and  will  suffer, 

If  need  be,  until  I  find  rest, 
When  life  and  its  trials  are  over; 

Though  never  my  life  should  be  blest. 
Though  always  the  sun  should  be  darkened 

By  the  clouds  that  hang  over  my  way, 
I  will  trust  that  the  light  will  be  clearer 

When  at  last  I  awake  "  in  the  day." 


GIRLS  SHOULD  LEARN  HOUSEWORK. 


M.    LAWRENCE    IN    ""WORD 


Df    half- 
nythi'ng 


morels: 

"  This  world  is  a  bridge; 
Pass  on  over  it,  but  build  not  upon  it; 
This  world  is  one  hour; 
Give  its  minutes  to  thy  prayers 

Such  is  the  Taj  Mahal,  and  it  has  its  lesson. 
Built  as  a  memento  of  human  love  it  shows  what 
the  mind  can  conceive,  and  the  hand  finish.  The 
most  perfect  work  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  it 
stands  as  an  evidence  of  what  men  are  willing  to 
do  for  the  objects  of  their  love.  How  much  more 
ought  we  to  do  for  the  One  who  loved  us  and  died 
to  save  us!  Immeasurably  greater  than  human 
love  was  the  love  that  brought  our  Savior  down 
from  heaven  to  endure  the  deepest  sorrows  that 
ever  wrung  the  human  heart,  and  to  die  the  cruel 
death  of  the  cross.  Surely  we  ought  to  be  ready 
to  consecrate  our  lives  and  all  we  have  and  are  to 
our  dear  Savior.  If  Shah  Jehan  builded  so  for 
his  favorite  queen,  how  much  more  ought  we  to 
build  for  Christ!  Not  in  perishable  marble  are  we 
called  upon  to  build,  but  a  temple  in  our  hearts 
for  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  sent  into  the 
world  to  comfort  and  abide  with  all  the  disciples 
of  Jcsus-  p.  L.  Ms 


Did  you  ever  hear  a  girl  say,  in 
proud,  half-scornful  way,  "  I  don't  1 
about  housework:  I  never  cooked  a  meal  in  my 
life!"  talking  and  acting  as  if  she  were  to  be  con- 
gratulated for  her  ignorance,  instead  of  pitied  for 
her  stupidity?  If  you  have,  you  know  what  a  feel- 
ing of  disgust,  pity  and  indignation  swept  over  you, 
and  you  thought,  "  What  a  silly  girl!"  Then  you 
went  back  farther  and  your  next  thought  was, 
"What  a  foolish  mother  she  must  have!"  Well, 
there  are  scores  of  such  mothers,  and  the  writer  is 
acquainted  with  some  of  them,  and  so  are  you. 
What  is  the  cause?  This  is  a  question  that  is  often 
asked,  and  we  think  the, reason  lies  in  the  fact  that 
hundreds  of  American  girls  are  brought  up  to  de- 
spise housework,  and  look  upon  it  as  degrading. 
This  seems  to  be  the  root  back  of  it  all.  Then,  who 
is  more  to  blame?  "  The  mothers,"  you  will  answer 
promptly — and  correctly. 

"  Oh,  but  I  want  my  daughter  to  have  a  good  ed- 
ucation so  she  will  not  have  to  work,"  you  will  pos- 
sibly hear  some  mothers  say.  Certainly,  so  does 
every  intelligent  mother,  and  every  intelligent 
American  girl  wants  a  good  education.  But  was  it 
ever  known  since  Adam  was  condemned  to  earn  his 
bread  "  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,"  that  a  good  edu- 
cation secured  any  man  or  woman  against  the  ne- 
cessity of  eating,  and  earning  his  own  living?  "  On 
she  teaches,"  some  one  will  explain.  Very  well; 
teaching  is  a  grand,  good — we  had  almost  written 
work,  but  if  teachers  don't  work,  perhaps  play 
would  be  the  proper  word  to  use.  Oh,  what  an  in- 
sult to  the  great  army  of  workers  in  the  public 
schools  of  America!  for  it  is  well  known  that  brain 
work  is  more  exhausting  than  manual  labor.  Why 
should  it  be  thought  more  honorable  to  instruct  a 
child  mentally  than  to  cook  the  food  that  nourishes 
the  child's  physical  being,  and  makes  a  clear  brain 
and  a  strong  mind  possible?  Why  should  it  be  less 
honorable  to  broil  a  beefsteak  than  to  eat  it?  It  1S 
not,  and  every  girl  ought  to  realize  it. 
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There  are  numbers  of  girls  trying  to  fit  them- 
selves to  enter  one  of  the  professions,  who  are  sadly 
incapable  of  doing  what  they  propose  to  undertake, 
hut  who  might  cook  a  meal  to  perfection  and  keep 

kitchen  in  faultless  order,  did  there  not  exist  a 
s;lly  notion  that  to  make  one's  living  by  doing 
housework  was  not  refined.  Let  no  one  misunder- 
stand the  meaning  of  this  assertion.  Every  girl 
has  a  right  to  all  the  educational  training  she  can 
get;  every  girl  has  a  right  to  be  a  teacher,  a  doctor, 
or  anything  that  nature  has  fitted  her  for.  The 
writer  is  proud  of  her  sex  and  proud  of  the  fact 
that  so  many  noble  women  are  capable  of  taking 
their  places  beside  our  men  in  the  learned  profes- 
sions. But  let  it  be  shouted  from  every  housetop 
in  America,  if  it  cannot  be  realized  any  other  way, 
that  any  woman's  work,  any  human  being's  work 
is  simply  that  for  which  nature  has  best  fitted  the 
individual;  and  that  an  education  does  not  create 
new  talents,  but  simply  trains  and  perfects  those 
already  in  existence,  and  gives  their  owner  more 
power  in  his  own  special  field  of  labor. 

If  housework  could  be  lifted  out  of  the  realm  of 
so-called  drudgery  and  made  a  sort  of  trade  or 
profession  (and  better  paid),  there  would  be  scores 
of  bright,  good  girls  who  would  take  their  places 
in  the  kitchen  and  earn  their  living  honorably 
without  fear  of  losing  their  standing  in  society, 
and  the  "  servant  problem  "  would  be  solved.  Of 
course  it  would  be  unfair  to  assert  that  all  "  hired 
girls"  are  looked  down  "upon  and  their  work  de- 
precated, because  some  are  as  they  ought  to  be, 
honored  and  respected.  But  it  is  a  sad  fact  that 
in  the  cities,  at  least,  there  is  a  great  number  of 
people  who  ask  nothing  about  a  girl,  beyond  the 
fact  that  she  is  somebody's  cook  or  chambermaid, 
to  refuse  her  their  friendship  and  even  respect 
If  every  mother  trained  her  daughters  to  believe 
to  do  housework  is  a  necessary  part  of  every  girl's 
education,  and  put    her  theory  into   practice,  this 
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Very  well;  but  "riches  take  unto  themselves 
wings  and  fly  away,"  and  nature  does  not  fit  every- 
one for  an  intellectual  life.  Who,  then,  will  take 
care  of  the  useless  piece  of  femininity  that  can't 
even  earn  the  salt  she  eats  in  her  bread?  Not  that 
knowing  how  to  do  housework  would  be  her  only 
salvation  in  poverty,  but  it  would  be  as  good  a 
way  as  any,  if  she  possessed  an  aptitude  for  it. 
But  if  only  the  wealthy  made  this  mistake  it  would 
not  be  so  bad.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  people 
who  work  like  veritable  slaves  that  their  daugh- 
ters may  loll  in  idleness  and  wear  fine  clothes,  of 
no  more  use  to  themselves  or  anybody  else 
than  wax  dolls,  to  be  looked  at;  indeed  not  so 
much,  for  dolls  do  not  eat.  "O,"  some  foolish 
mother  will  say,  "  I  keep  my  daughters  well- 
dressed  and  have  had  them  well  educated  and  ex- 
pect them  to  marry  well  and  have  plenty  without 
working  for  it."  All  right;  they  may  and  they 
may  not.  Cupid  is  a  very  contrary  little  god  and 
doesn't  always  shoot  the  way  you  might  wish.  A 
girl  is  just  as  likely  to  fall  in  love  with  a  poor  man 
and  marry  him  as  not;  and  you  know  what  usually 
happens  when  a  poor  man  marries  a  girl  who  has 
no  idea  of  housekeeping.  Either  the  domestic 
peace  is  destroyed  by  poor  cooking  on  the  one 
hand,  and  comparisons  v/ith  "mother's  cooking" 
on  the  other,  or  else  there  is  a  perpetual  strain 
and  overwork  to  provide  servants  for  the  kitchen 
when  it  can  be  ill-afforded.  But  aside  from  all 
this,  every  woman  ought  to  know  how  to  keep 
house,  though  she  need  not  do  a  stroke  of  work 
herself.  She  should  be  competent  to  manage  her 
household,  and  this  she  will  not  be  if  she  knows 
nothing  at  all  of  housework.  And  if  she  is  going 
to  be  a  professional  woman  and  does   not   intend 


to  marry,  she  will  be  all  the  more  womanly  for 
knowing  something  of  the  art  that  has  been  at 
least  a  part  of  woman's  work  in  all  ages. 

We  independent  Americans  might  learn  a  les- 
son in  this  respect  from  both  our  English  and 
German  sisters.  It  is  said  that  the  Princess  of 
Wales,— known  everywhere  as  one  of  the  most 
womanly  and  refined  of  women,— knows  perfectly 
the  science  of  housekeeping,  and  has  taught  her 
daughters  likewise;  in  fact,  it  is  said  they  are  all 
experts  at  butter-making,  and  spend  many  a 
morning  in  the  dairy.  The  German  Empress  is 
also  said  to  be  proficient  in  housework,  and  the 
Emperor  declares  she  can  make  better  pastry 
than  all  his  cooks.  But  we  have  given  these  ex- 
amples solely  for  the  benefit  of  anglomaniacs 
chronically  affected  with  the  habit  of  "aping  roy- 
alty." Patriotic  Americans  need  not  go  to  the 
Old  World  to  find  instances  of  -common  sense  in 
this  matter.  There  are  some  wealthy,  fashionable 
women  in  this  country  who  are  so  delightfully  old- 
fashioned  as  to  insist  that  their  daughters  shall 
learn  housekeeping  just  as  they  did  when  they 
were  young,  and,  surprising  to  relate,  it  has  never 
been  heard  that  they  lost  their  positions  in  society, 
either. 

It  has  been  quite  the  fashion,  lately,  for  society 
belles  to  patronize  "cooking  schools."  These 
a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and  are  good, — as  far 
as  they  go.  But  as  the  place  to  learn  to  plow 
right  in  the  furrow,  so  the  place  to  learn  to  cook 
is  right  in  the  kitchen,  where  the  work  has  to  b 
done  regularly,  and  where  the  making  of  fancy 
puddings  and  pies,  "angels'  (?)  food,"  and  all 
sorts  of  pastry  does  not  occupy  the  most  of  the 
time  and  attention;  but  where  you  can  learn  to 
cook  plain,  nutritious,  everyday  food  in  a  way 
that  is  both  hygienic  and  appetizing,  and  you  will 
find  that,  to  a  taste  unperverted,  these  two  terms 
are  very  often  synonymous.  And  you,  poor,  un- 
fortunate, society-bred  girls,  whose  mothers  don't 
know  the  first  principles  of  housework,  and  who 
don't  want  to  take  lessons  from  the  servants,  just 
pack  up  and  go  to  some  good  old  auntie  or  grand- 
mother in  the  country,  if  you  are  lucky  enough  to 
be  on  intimate  terms  with  any  such.  Perhaps  she 
will  be  glad  to  have  a  pupil.  Nearly  all  these 
good  old  ladies  delight  to  find  somebody  to  advise. 
Go  for  a  long  visit  and  take  plenty  of  wash  dress- 
es and  aprons  and  more  patience,  and  take  old- 
fashioned  lessons  from  the  queen  of  the  kitchen, 
whose  deliciously  browned  pies  and  cakes  and 
bread,  probably  delighted  your  father's  boyhood 
days,  and  who  can  cook  meat  in  a  way  that  might 
have  tempted  Daniel  and  his  three  friends,  when 
they  resolved  to  live  on  "pulse"  and  water. 

Don't  meddle  with  fancy  dishes  till  you  have 
learned  to  cook  a  plain,  substantial  meal,  and 
bake  wholesome  light  bread.  You  will  find  it  is 
not  mere,  disagreeable  drudgery,  but  just  good  ex- 
ercise for  a  healthy  young  girl,  and  you  will  grow 
quite  as  much  interested  in  this,  as  in  geometry 
and  Latin,  and  it  will  be  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
way  to  spend  vacation.  And  just  a  whisper  in 
conclusion;  there  is  an  old  saying  that  is  said  to 
be  a  calumny  on  men,  but  we  half-suspect  it  is 
true;  it  is  this:  "If  you  want  to  reach  a  man's 
heart,  you  must  reach  it  through  his  stomach." 


Britt,  of  Loraine,  moving  among  there. 
;  the  congregation  that  was  started  mora 
than  fifty  years  ago  by  Bro.  John  Clingingsmith, 
who  has  done  much  for  the  building  of  the  Hadley 
Creek  meetinghouse.  The  brethren  were  much 
pleased  that  I  could  meet  and  worship  with  them. 
They  have  preaching  now  every  two  weeks,  This 
being  the  odd  Sunday,  a  special  appointment  was 
made  at  the  Sund-iy  school,  for  preaching  that 
night,  when  we  met  a  good  congregation  and  did 
the  best  we  could,  God  being  our  helper. 

This   house   has   been    built   about    twenty-three 
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From  Loraine,  111. 

A  visit  to  the  Hadley  Creek  church  prompts  me 
to  write  a  few  lines  for  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I 
had  the  oversight  of  this  church  for  about  seven 
years,  but  gave  it  over  to  the  Missionary  Board 
about  three  years  ago.  I  jnade  it  a  point  to  stop 
with  those  members  over  last  Sunday.  These 
brethren  have  been  much  neglected  by  the  visit- 
ing ministers.     I  found  them  much  revived  by  Bro. 
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sickness  of  her  mother. 

At  half-past  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning, 
the  teachers  and  scholars  were  all  in  their  places. 
This  was  as  it  should  be,  so  that  all  were  ready  to 
hear  the  opening  remarks  of  the  Superintendent. 
This  was  the  result  of  proper  training  by  our 
dear  aged  deacon,  Bro.  Jacob  Orbaugh,  with  whom 
we  made  our  home  while  we  were  there.  He  is 
now  afflicted,  so  that  he  has  been  confined  to  his 
house  for  more  than  two  years. 

H.  W.  Strickler. 

May  io.  ^  

From  Barren  Ridge,  Va. 

March  13,  Eld.  Samuel  Driver,  of  this  place, 
left  for  the  Judy  church,  West  Virginia,  on  a  mis- 
sion of  love.  He  preached  at  that  place  for  one 
week  with  fair  congregations  and  good  interest; 
but,  on  account  of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
bad  roads  and  high  water,  he  closed  the  meetings 
March  22,  and  came  home.  There  were  no  addi- 
tions. The  above  church  is  an  isolated  point,  and 
belongs  to  the  Cook's  Creek  congregation,  Rock- 
ingham Co.,  Va.  Bro.  Driver  says  he  feels  very 
thankful  to  the  people  for  the  kindness  shown  him 
while  in  their  community. 

The  brethren  of  the  Barren  Ridge  church  con- 
vened in  quarterly  council,  May  2.  Eld.  Samuel 
Driver  was  chosen  as  delegate  to  Annual  Meeting. 
At  this  meeting  many  were  made  to  rejoice  be- 
cause of  two  applicants  for  baptism.  There  wds 
also  one  brother  received  by  confession  and  bap- 
tism April  5.  This  rnakas  three  that  have  united 
with  the  church  at  this  place  si-nce  our  last  report. 

Our  Sunday  school  opened  April  5.  We  have 
a  very  interesting   school  with  over   one   hundred 
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N.  Walter  Cofpman. 


March  7. 


lation  to,  and  work  with,  the  several  con- 
gregations in  Southern  California  were  very  pleas- 
npathy 
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ant.  I  found  them,  as  a  rule,  to  be  in  s; 
with,  and  laboring  to  maintain  the  prim 
the  Gospel,  and  the  peculiarities  of  the  church, 
and  I  was  glad  to  note  that,  while  they  contend 
for  these,  the  Word  of  God  is  their  text-book.  I 
was  permitted  to  attend  five  love  feasts,  each  at 
which  was  as  truly  a  love  feast  as  any  that  I  ever 
attended  in  the  East.  They  are  in  need  of  suitable 
places  in  which  to  hold  their  meetings,  at  a  few 
of  the  mission  posts.  They  have  four  good  meet- 
inghouses located  at  Covina,  Glendora,  Tropico 
and  San  Jacinto.  At  Lordsburg  they  use  rooms 
in  the  College  building  for  church  purposes. 
Those  who  have  large  spiritual  hearts  and  well- 
filled  purses,  could  do  great  missionary  work  by 
helping  those  new  fields  to  build  suitable  houses 
in  which  to  carry  the  Lord's  work  to  a  grand  suc- 
sess.  They  are  aiming  to  build  a  church  in  Los 
Angeles,  this  summer.  A.  Hutchison. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


Reading  Bro.  Isaac  Crist's  Annual  Meeting  no- 
tice for  this  year,  in  No.  17,  of  Gospel  Messenger, 
recalls   the   Annual    Meeting   held   at   Ottawa,    in 
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1885,  when  the  writer  had  the  pleasure  and  privi- 
lege of  meeting  with  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, of  which  Bro.  Crist  was  the  Secretary  then, 
as  he  is  now,  but  how  many  vacant  places  there 
will  be  when  the  Meeting  is  called  to  order  this 
year,  that  were  filled  then  by  such  well-known 
men,  as  brethren  Robert  Miller,  James  Quinter, 
and  others,  who  have  gone  on  before  to  that  land 
that  is  better  than  this! 

If  God  spares  me  I  hope  to  meet  many  old 
friends  at  Ottawa  this  year,  and,  through  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  we  will  meet  as  we  have  never  met  at 
Annual  Meeting  before. 

Still,  why  be  surprised?  Change  seems  to  be  the 
order  of  this  world.  Who  of  us.  who  met  at  Har- 
risonburg, Va.,  in  1887,  where  the  District  of  Cali- 
fornia was  represented  on  the  Standing  Committee 
for  the  first  time  (Bro.  J.  S.  Flory  being  the  dele- 
gate) thought  that  in  a  very  few  years  we  would 
have,  instead  of  one  organized  church  in  Califor- 
nia, seven  organized  churches  in  the  District,  vie., 
Covina,  Tropico,  Lordsburg,  Egan,  Merced,  and  In- 
glewood,  in  California,  and  Glendale  in  Arizona, 
and  that  the  youngest  one  (Inglewood)  would  fur- 
nish the  delegate  on  the  Standing  Committee  for 
the  year  1896?  In  addition  to  the  above  organized 
churches,  the  Brethren  have  congregations  at  Glen- 
dora  and  Los  Angeles,  and  mission  points  at  Col- 
ton,  Monrovia,  Spadra,  and  Gardena,  California. 
G.  L.  McDonaugh. 

Lordsburg,  Col. 


Notice  to  the  Members  of  Northwestern  Ohio. 

We  hereby  give  notice  that  the  members  of  the 
Mission  Board  of  Northwestern  Ohio  will  meet  in 
the  Rome  church  June  12,  1896. 

Any  proposition  that  we  may  receive  from  any 
one  will  be  heartily  considered,  and  any  calls  for 
mission  work  should  reach  the  Secretary,  L.  C. 
Schubert,  Carey,  Ohio,  or  G.  W.  Sellers,  Fore- 
man, Bryan,  Ohio,  before  June  12,  '96. 

G.  W.  Sellers,  Foreman. 


Our  Missionary  Class. 


Some  time  ago  I  wrote  a  few  lines  concerning 
our  "  missionary  class,"  and  shall  attempt  to  write 
again  and  tell  you  of  our  success. 

From  our  work,  in  1895.  $16.25  was  received. 
The  "Sisters'  Benevolence  Society"  joined  the 
class  with  one  dollar,  which,  in  all,  made  S1725 
that  was  sent,  with  hearts  full  of  love  and  sympa- 
thy, to  the  "  Branch  Mission  "  in  Chicago,  to  assist 
in  the  good  work  for  the  poor  and  unfortunate 
children. 

Again,  this  year,  we  have  organized  our  class, 
with  thirty  names.  All  seem  willing  to  work  for 
the  Master's  cause.  Now,  children,  let  us  all  go  to 
work  and  be  "missionaries,"  which  we  can  easily 
do  by  working  at  home.  Plant  something,  an< 
when  it  is  harvested,  send  or  give  the  money  to  th 
poor,  or  send  some  missionary  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel to  the  poor  heathen.  The  Lord  will  bless  you 
and  your  work.  Who  is  ready  and  willing  to 
work?  Lydia  M.  Kinzie. 

Burr  Oak,  Kans. 


Our  Sunday  school  at  this  place  is  still  moving 
on,  and  we  hope  will  be  instrumental  in  accom- 
plishing much  good.  May  the  time  come  when 
every  church  in  the  Brotherhood  will  organize  one. 
May  they  be  as  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,— ever- 
green. Bro.  Albert  Finfrock  was  re-elected  this 
term.  May  the  Lord  bless  his  cffortsl  Brother 
and  sister  Winey,  who  now  have  charge  of  the 
Old  Folks'  Home  at  this  place,  seem  to  be  getting 
along  nicely.  Everything  at  the  Home  is  moving 
along  pleasantly  and  in  a  Christian-like  manner. 
May  God  bless  the  work!  A.  F.  Miller. 

May  p.  ,  


A  (lood  Meeting. 


church 


On  Saturday,  May  9,  the  members  of 
met  at  the  Valley  meetinghouse  according  to  ap- 
pointment, in  connection  with  the  regular  busi- 
ness, to  hold  an  election  for  ministers  and  dea- 
cons. The  service  was  introduced  by  singing  the 
very  appropriate  hymn,  No.  277,  and  prayer. 
It  being  Bro.  T.  C.  Denton's  time  to  give  the  fif- 
teen-minute address,  his  subject  was,  "Practical 
Christianity."  Then  we  proceeded  with  the  unfin- 
hed  business  of  former  meetings.    After  reading 


Tim.    3,    and    speaking   of  the 

nisters   and  deacons,   an  electi 

two   ministers.     The  very   large  r 

bers  made  known  their  choice,  r< 

unmarried   brethren  running  near 


alifications   of 
was   held  for 


suiting  in  three 
together,  far  in 
advance  of  any  others.  So  we  decided  to  accept 
the  three. 

For  two  deacons  the  vote,  as  before,  made 
choice  of  three,  which  were  also  accepted.  One 
of  the  newly-elected  deacons  not  being  present, 
the  three  called  to  the  ministry,  and  the  two  elect- 
ed to  the  office  of  deacon,  and  their  wives,  were 
invited  to  come  forward.  One  of  those  elected  to 
the  ministry  and  one  who  was  chosen  to  the  office 
of  deacon,  declined  their  office  for  reasons  ex- 
pressed. To  the  two  ministers  accepting,  as  also 
to  the  one  deacon  and  his  wife,  and  to  one  sister 
(the  wife  of  a  formerly-elected  deacon),  the 
charge  was  given,  and  the  promise  of  faithfulness 
(I  think)  sincerely  made,  they  were  installed  in- 
to their  respective  offices,  and  received  by  the 
large  number  of  members  present. 

It  was  then  decided  to  hold  our  usual  spring 
Communion  meeting  on  the  fourth  Saturday  even- 
ing of  this  month.  After  being  together  four 
hours,  we  were  dismissed,  and  a  more  Christian 
meeting  I  never  enjoyed.  B.  F.  Moo-maw. 


Prom  Centralis,  Wash. 


From  the  Pleasant  View  Church,  Kans. 

Our  council-meeting  at  this  place,  which  was 
appointed  for  May  5,  passed  off  very  pleasantly. 
A  kind  feeling  and  Christian  spirit  seemed  to  pre- 
vail over  the  meeting.  This  was,  we  thought,  just 
as  it  ought  to  be.  If  the  brotherly  kindness  in  its 
true  light  is  seen  anywhere  in  the  world,  it  should 
be  in  the  assembling  of  God's  children.  "God  is 
love,  and  he  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  God." 
Who  can  fathom  the  height  and  depth  of  love? 
This  great  love  the  Christian  has  a  right  to  expect, 
and  he  should  have  it  in  order  to  live. 

Bro.  J.  P.  Harshbarger  was  chosen  as  our  dele- 
gate to  Annual  Meeting.  May  the  wisdom  of  God 
be  with  him  and  all  others  who  are  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  Brotherhoodl  May  all  be  done  in  hon- 
or to  God  and  for  the  promotion  of  his  cause  here 
on  earth! 


The  work  of  the  Lord  seems  to  be  prospering 
here,  in  the  Centralia  mission  field.  Truly  the 
law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect  in  converting  the  soul, 
and  thus  God  has  already  blessed  three  precious 
souls,  and  is  drawing  others  near  the  kingdom. 

We  have  many  more  calls  for  preaching  than 
we  can  fill,  though  we  are  giving  all  our  time  to 
the  work  of  the  Master.  The  people  are  becoming 
interested  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  as  taught  and 
practiced  by  our  beloved  Brotherhood.  We  are 
scattering  many  tracts  and  Messengers  among  the 
people,  but  could  use  many  more  if  we  had  them 
Oh,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  those  of  you  who 
live  in  strong  churches,  could  you  only  see  the 
great  harvest  of  souls,  here  in  the  far  West,  which 
the  Master  desires  you  to  gather  for  him,  you 
would  be  more  active.  Now,  do  you  love  the 
Master  more  than  earthly  treasures?  Do  you  love 
your  own  soul?  Does  not  God  teach  us  to  love 
the  souls  of  others?  Who  will  come  and  give  the 
true  light  to  those  that  sit  in  darkness  and  the 
shadow  of  death?  Who  will  come  in  the  name  of 
the  Master,  and  guide  their  feet  inte  the  way  of 
eternal  life!  Geo.  Q.  Carl. 

May  11. 

From  Urand  Harbor,  N.  Dak. 

We  left  our  home  at  Inwood,  Ind.,  March  24, 
and  arrived  at  Grand  Harbor  on  the  27th.  We 
have  located  near  the  Great  Northern  railroad,  be- 


tween Penn  and  the  Harbor,  two  small  towns,  six 
miles  apart.  The  wet  and  late  opening  of  spring 
will  cause  less  grain  to  be  sowed  than  was  ex- 
pected. 

Since  we  have  been  here,  we  have,  in  company 
with  Bro.  John  Hartsough,  looked  over  some  of 
the  country,  formed  acquaintances  and  endeavored 
to  get  the  people  interested  in  the  great  work 
which  is  most  needful. 

We  have  two  places  where  we  hold  regular 
meetings,  and  have  organized  two  Sunday  schools 
one  near  the  Harbor,  superintended  by  brethren 
Ira  C.  Eisenhour  and  J.  W.  Hartsough,  and  an- 
other at  Penn,  superintended  by  brethren  Jacob 
Hupp  and  George  Rarick.  Most  of  the  teachers 
are  brethren  and  sisters.  We  never  saw  a  better 
interest  than  there  is  here.  Our  schools  are  six 
miles  apart.  We  have  our  school  at  9:  30  and 
preaching  at  10:  30.  Our  school  at  Penn  is  held 
at  3  o'clock  and  we  have  preaching  after  school. 
M.  A.  Eisenhour. 

May  10.  _  

In  Woodford  County. 

[Not  being  able  to  find  room  for  this  on  the  editorial  page 
this  week,  we  insert  it  here. — Printer.] 

While  in  Woodford  County,  attending  the  fu- 
neral of  Eld.  James  R.  Gish,  we  took  occasion: 
to  drive  over  the  country  where  we  had  spent  not. 
a  few  of  our  boyhood  days.  Our  parents  settled 
near  what  is  now  known  as  Roanoke  when  we 
were  four  years  old.  The  country  was  then  wild,, 
and  but  few  houses  could  be  seen  in  any  direction.. 
Here  and  there  stood  small  houses  on  the  broad, 
prairie,  with  not  even  a  fence  around  them.  At. 
times  the  fierce  fires  swept  the  great  prairie  from, 
one  end  to  the  other,  endangering  both  life  and 
property.  The  nights  were  often  made  hideous- 
by  the  howling  wolves.  The  small  supply  of  food,, 
the  scarcity  of  clothing  and  the  cold  winter  blasts, 
produced  hardships  to  which  the  present  genera- 
tion are  strangers. 

But  the  people  lived  and  were  happy.  Their' 
wants  were  few  while  their  love  and  respect  ir 
each  other  were  great.  They  were  a:  I  poor  in  tus- 
world's  goods,  but  rich  in  love  and  good  works  so- 
far  as  they  had  the  means  to  assist  the  needy.. 
Their  houses  were  small,  but  their  hearts  were: 
large.  However  scant  the  supply  of  food  on  the: 
table,  there  was  always  enough  for  the  weary 
traveler.  These  were  the  most  happy  days  the* 
people  of  Grand  Prairie  ever  experienced.  They 
shared  in  each  other's  sorrows  as  well  as  in  their* 
joys,  and  while  doing  so  laid  the  foundation  for  a- 
strong  people  as  well  as  a  grand  country. 

How  things  have  changed  during  the  last  forty- 
five  years!  The  roads  were  then  no  object.  We 
could  travel  as  we  pleased  across  the  great  prairie. 
We  knew  nothing  of  railroads.  Now  every  rod  of 
the  country  is  occupied.  Well-cultivated  farms 
and  well-kept  roads  are  seen  everywhere.  Com- 
modious houses  and  large  barns  adorn  the  country. 
But  stranger  yet,  nearly  all  of  the  hardy  pioneers, 
who  first  settled  here,  and  subdued  a  wilderness, 
have  gone  to  their  long  home.  The  marble  slabs 
or  granite  shafts  mark  their  resting  places. 

Here  also  a  strong  church  of  the  Brethren  was 
built  up.  Our  parents  were  two  of  the  first  five 
members  to  locate  on  the  prairie.  Member  after 
member  was  added  until  hundreds  have  entered 
the  fold.  Most  of  these  have  either  emigrated  to- 
other countries  or  passed  over  the  Jordan  of  death. 
A  goodly  number  still  remain,  but  the  church  does 
not  feel  as  strong  as  it  once  felt,  yet  there  are 
enough  members  remaining  to  exert  a  wonderfu 
influence  for  good  in  the  community  if  they  en  e 
upon  the  work  with  vigor.  Eld.  P.  A.  Moore ill 
the  only  one  left  of  the  three  elders  with  whom  the 
church  was  favored  some  years  ago,  and  the 
of  the  church  rests  upon  his  shoulders.  But  he^ 
too  old  for  active  work,  especially  during  the 


ter  months.    Other  young  ministers  are 


coming  on, 


and  we  look  for  the  work  of  the  Lord  to  be  ^ 
vived,  and  souls  gathered  into  the  fold.    Here  ^ 
find  two  good  houses  of  worship  and  a  bo  y 
people   among  whom  a  telling  work  might  be 
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One  of  the  houses  is  m  the  City  of  Roanoke. 
jrere  we  had  the  pleasure  of  preaching  twice  to  ap- 
preciative audiences.  Our  stay  was  too  short  to 
visit  many  of  the  people  in  their  homes.  It  was 
a  pleasure,  however,  to  meet  and  greet  scores 
whom  we  knew  in  early  life.  And  while  we  may 
not  have  the  privilege  of  meeting  most  of  them  in 
this  world  again,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  may 
meet  in  the  land  beyond  the  confines  of  earth. 

J.   H.  M. 

Death  of  Bid.  Samuel  Harley,  of  EphraU,  Pa, 

Bro.  Harley  was  the  first  elder  of  the  Ephrata 
church  and  was  a  good  housekeeper,  watching  over 
his  flock.  Several  times  he  served  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  at  Annual  Meeting  and  was  often 
called  to  other  church  districts  to  help  to  get 
things  in  order.  He  officiated  at  many  marriages 
as  well  as  at  many  funerals.  He  was  not  a  fluent 
talker  but  his  words  were  to  the  point  and  with 
power.  He  was  raised  in  Montgomery  County, 
Pa.,  and  came  to  Lancaster  County  while  yet  a 
young  man.  He  was  called  to  the  ministry  in  the 
Ephratah  church  about  forty  years  ago,  and  was 
soon  advanced  to  the  eldership.  He  was  a  faithful 
servant,  till  God  said:  "  It  is  enough." 

During  the  last  few  years  he  retired  from  active 
work,  his  mind,  as  well  as  his  body,  having  failed. 
The  call  to  "  come  up  higher  "  reached  him  May 
<6,  1896,  and  we  trust  the  angels  have  carried  him 
to  Abraham's  bosom  in  Paradise.  His  age  was 
■seventy-six  years  and  two  days.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  two  daughters,  both  married,  also  brothers 
and  sisters  to  mourn  his  departure.  They  need 
not  mourn  without  hope.  His  funeral  was  largely 
attended.  The  text  was  Dan.  12:  2,  3.  Pall-bear- 
ers were  the  four  ministers  of  the  Ephratah  church; 
elders  S.  R.  Zug  and  C.  Bucher  officiated. 

J.  R.  Royer. 


Prom  /milord,  Ind. 


/i 


ng  what  we  know  of  the  first  Sunday 
sc\jfools  of  our  Brethren  I  will  say:  About  four  or 
ifive  years  ago  I  happened  to  get  hold  of  a  news- 
paper, published  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  it  gav 
report  of  a  Sunday  school  convention  held  in  that 
city,  and  also  stated  that  Robert  Raikes  had  th 
honor  of  being  the  first  man  to  introduce  Sunday 
schools  known  of.  But  that  was  a  mistake, 
paper  stated  that  forty  years  before  Robert  Raikes 
introduced  Sunday  schools  in  England,  there  was 
a  successful  Sunday  school  run  by  two  Dunkard 
Brethren  close  to  this  city. 

I  copied  this  from  the  paper,  and  I  think  the 
name  of  the  paper  was  The  Pittsburg  Gazette,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken.  I  give  you  this  in  order  to  help 
some  poor  soul  to  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  every- 
thing that  has  risen  since  we  were  born  in  the 
world  is  new. 

My  health  is  still  improving  and  I  will  be  able 
for  the  mission  field  soon.  Hiram  Forney. 
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Notes  from  the  Southwest. 


I  FELT  a  desire,  for  the  past  year  or  two,  to  visit 
the  church  at  Manvel,  Texas,  to  see  the  brethren 
who  have  gone  there. 

On  the  morning  of  May  5  I  was  on  my  way  to 
Franklin  Grove, — my  old  home  for  fifty  years. 
Here  I  met  Bro.  Joshua  Wingert.  With  Mr.  C.  W. 
McEly  as  our  guide  we  started  on  the  evening  of 
May  5  for  Galveston,  Texas.  A  very  brief  de- 
scription of  our  trip  may  be,  perhaps,  of  interest  to 
the  readers  of  the  Messenger. 

Leaving  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  on  the  8:  15  P.  M. 
tram,  we  arrived  at  Kansas  City  next  day,  at  3  P. 
M-  Here  the  thermometer  stood  ninety  in  the 
shade.  At  home  people  were  just  beginning  to 
plant  corn,  but  around  Kansas  City  corn  is  from 
four  to  six  inches  high.  After  stopping  a  few 
hours  in  the  city  we  leave  over  the  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas and  Texas  R.  R.  We  go  a  distance  of  1,000 
"J'les  across  Indian  Territory  and  Central  Texas. 
<->n  the  second  day  we  find  corn  knee-high,  third 
ay  corn  is  up  to  the  waist,  and  cotton  above  the 


ground-fine,  large  fields  of  both.  On  the  fourth 
day  corn  reaches  up  to  the  shoulders,  showing  the 
wonderful  possibilities  of  our  country  and  climatic 
conditions.  We  stop  by  the  way  at  several  points, 
reaching  Houston  on  Saturday  night,  at  9:  30 
o'clock.  Our  guide  here  proposed  to  take  the 
morning  train  on  Santa  Fe,  and  run  over  to  Man- 
vel,— thirty  miles  (direct  line  eighteen  miles)  in 
time  for  Sunday  school  and  preaching  down  in  the 
Brethren  church.  Here  we  also  attended  worship 
in  the  evening  and  on  the  two  following  evenings. 

Manvel  is  situated  on  the  prairie  land,  with  timber 
within  one  mile.  While  here  we  visited  among  the 
members  in  town  and  surrounding  country.  We 
find  an  active  little  church  of  sixty  members,  with 
Sunday  school,  two  preaching  services  and  prayer 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening.  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller 
is  the  principal  or  active  minister.  A  young  broth- 
has  just  been  put  into  the  ministry,  Bro.  R.  G.  Gish, 
a  nephew  of  our  late  Eld.  J.  R.  Gish,  who  lives 
twenty-five  miles  distant.  Our  aged  Bro.  Bear, 
who  has  charge  of  the  church,  lives  at  Pearland, 
about  ten  miles  away.  He  is  old  and  infirm,  and 
intends  to  return  to  Indiana.  The  brethren  are  de- 
sirous for  members  to  visit  them,  especially  minis- 
tering brethren.  This  young  plant  has  had  its  dis- 
eouragements,  as  is  common  to  new  settlements. 
Most  of  the  settlers  being  limited  in  means,  they 
have  had  much  discouragement,  but,  with  God's 
blessing,  temporally  and  spiritually,  they  hope  to 
build  up  a  church  in  this  goodly  land  in  the  South, 
from  which  other  plants  may  spring  and  grow. 
This  is  a  good  way  to  do  mission  work. 

Manvel  is  just  establishing  a  name  as  a  fruit  lo- 
cality, this  being  the  first  year  of  any  considerable 
shipment  of  strawberries,  paying  a  good  profit. 
Pear  and  peach  trees,  with  other  fruit,  seem  to  be 
doing  well.  The  weather,  since  we  have  been  here, 
has  been  delightful.  The  gulf  breeze  cools  the  at- 
mosphere. An  abundance  of  vegetables  of  all 
kinds  may  be  had  from  the  garden. 

].  C.  Lahman. 

Manvel,  Texas,  May  ij. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  Irom  a  far  country." 

Oentralia,  Wash.— The  arrival  of  Eld.  Allen  Ives 
and  wife,  of  Burr  Oak,  Kans.,  who  reached  this 
place  on  May  8,  filled  our  hearts  with  joy.  Sister 
Ives  has  been  sorely  afflicted  with  cancer  of  the 
breast,  but  we  rejoice  to  know  that  God  has  heard 
the  prayers  of  his  children,  and  is  healing  her,  and 
comforting  us  all  with  great  hope  of  an  entire  re- 
covery from  her  sore  affliction.  May  God  richly 
bless  them  in  their  old  age  and  also  help  other 
faithful  followers  of  Christ  to  come  to  this  part  of 
the  United  States,  where  there  are  many  thousands 
to  be  saved. — Geo.  C.  Carl,  May  p. 

Fairview  Church,  Mo.— This  church  met  in 
council  May  9.  All  business  passed  off  very  pleas- 
antly. Two  members  were  received  by  letter. 
Six  young  brethren  and  sisters  have  been  baptized 
since  our  last  report,  between  the  ages  of  eleven 
and  twenty-one  years.  One  young  man  is  to  be 
baptized  next  Sunday.  We  met  at  9  o'clock  Sun- 
day morning  and  reorganized  our  Sunday  school 
with  Bro.  Elbert  Hylton  as  Superintendent, 
eleven  o'clock  the  Brethren  gave  us  many  good 
thoughts  from  the  words,  "Whatsoever  a  man 
soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." — Nannie  Harman, 
Falling  Springs,  Mo. 

Oak  Grove  Church,  Okla.— A  series  of  meetings, 
held  by  Bro.  J.  Appleman,  closed  April  30.  Much 
good  was  done  by  these  meetings  in  the  spiritual 
strengthening  of  the  members.  He  gave  us  eleven 
good  Gospel  sermons  which  were  greatly  enjoyed 
by  alL  The  attendance  and  attention  were  very 
I.  Although  we  cannot  report  any  accessions, 
we  feel  that  the  good  seed  sown  may  yet  bring 
forth  fruit  for  the  Master's  use.  We  met  in  quar- 
terly council  April  II,  and  as  our  elder  could  not 
be  present  Bro.  I.  F.  Betts  conducted  the  meet- 
ing. As  there  was  not  much  business,  everything 
passed  off  pleasantly. — Hannah  A,  Rowe,  May  5. 


Wooster  Church,  Ohio.— We,  the  members  of  the 
Wooster  church,  met  in  quarterly  council  this  after- 
noon, to  transact  such  business  as  would  come  up. 
Everything  passed  off  pleasantly.  We  intend  to 
have  our  Communion  June  11,  at  Bro.  George  Hee- 
stand's,  commencing  at  ten  o'clock.  The  place  of 
meeting  is  four  miles  east  of  Smithville,  on  the 
Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  and  Chicago  R.  R.— Maria 
Runkle,  Weilersville,  Ohio,  May  i$. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans.— The  Slate  Creek  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  May  9.  Eld.  Charles 
Yearout  was  with  us,  and  presided  over  the  meet- 
ing. Among  other  business  transacted  the  church 
held  an  election  for  one  minister  and  two  deacons. 
The  lot  for  minister  fell  on  Bro.  E.  A.  Wise,  son 
of  Eld.  John  Wise.  Bro.  Eli  felt  the  burden  very 
keenly.  The  lot  for  deacons  fell  on  brethren  E. 
M.  Wine  and  S.  Pippinger.  Bro.  Jacob  Troxel, 
Sen.,  represents  this  church  in  Annual  Meeting. 
We  have  a  flourishing  Sunday  school,  with  Bro. 
J.  M.  Obenchain,  Superintendent.  The  late  rains 
have  brightened  the  prospect  for  a  wheat  crop  — 
/.  B.  Thompson,  May  12, 

Birmingham,  Iowa.— The  Pleasant  Hill  church 
met  in  council  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  sepa- 
rate organization  from  the  Libertyville  church. 
Brethren  John  Gable  and  Flory  were  called  to 
assist  in  the  work.  Other  ministers  present  were 
Abram  Wolf,  James  Glotfelty,  Joseph  Gilchrist, 
Daniel  Zook  and  W.  M.  Glotfelty.  The  meeting 
passed  off  in  love  and  harmony.  Bro.  Daniel 
Zook  was  chosen  elder.  The  church  decided  to 
retain  the  name  "  Pleasant  Hill."  We  also  made 
arrangements  for  our  love  feast  May  29.  A  cordial 
invitation  is  extended  to  all  who  have  a  desire  to 
be  with  us.  We  also  ask  an  interest  in  the  prayers 
of  all  God's  people.— y.  T.  Corner,  May  0. 

Round  Mountain  Church,  irk.— The  first  District 
Meeting  of  the  Brethren  ever  held  in  Arkansas  was 
held  here  April  30.  The  Ministerial  Meeting  was 
held  May  I.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  gathering.  But 
little  business  came  before  the  meeting  excepting 
the  mission  cause.  No  papers  go  to  Annual  Meet- 
ing. Eld.  Geo.  Barnhart  represents  the  District  on 
the  Standing  Committee.  The  Ministerial  Meeting 
was  enjoyed  by  all.  Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  is  holding 
meetings  for  us  since,  and  has  good  interest.  One 
has  been  reclaimed.  Eld.  Wm.  Harvey  is  also  hold- 
ing some  meetings  for  us  in  another  part  of  our 
church,  thirty-eight  miles  from  here.  I  was  up 
there  yesterday,  and  note  that  he  is  having  good 
interest.  Next  Saturday  we  will  have  a  Commun- 
ion at  that  place,  when  our  meetings  will  close  here, 
and  we  go  to  the  feast.  Brother  and  sister  Forney 
will  be  with  us.  It  has  been  some  time  since  I  re- 
ported, but  I  have  been  busy  in  the  field,  and  shall 
still  try  to  do  better  and  more  for  the  Master. — 
Samuel  Weimer,  Wyman,  Ark.,  May  11. 

Carlisle,  Ark. — We  make  the  following  extract 
from  a  letter  just  received:  I  have  known  Bro. 
Gish  for  several  years.  He  was  a  good  man, — 
above  the  average,  in  many  respects.  I  have 
been  out  with  our  dear  brother  several  trips  in 
his  great  mission  of  love,  in  the  mission  work  in 
Arkansas.  I  just  remember  a  few  instances  of 
his  great  love  of  warning  sinners  and  bringing 
souls  to  Christ.  After  returning  home  we  found 
the  trip  cost  us  forty  dollars.  I  said,  "  Brother, 
it  has  just  cost  two  dollars  for  every  sermon.  You 
just  preached  twenty  times,  and  you  have  paid  it 
all.  Where  will  you  get  your  pay?"  He  said, 
"Brother,  I  don't  want  any  pay  here.  I  will  get 
my  pay  over  the  river."  At  another  time  he  had 
been  out  a  few  weeks  and  came  by  here  to  visit  the 
few  scattered  members.  I  said,  "  Brother,  stop 
and  rest  up  a  few  days."  He  said,  "  I  have  no 
time  to  res*  here."  It  just  seemed  his  whole  aim 
was  to  work  for  our  Blessed  Redeemer.  May  the 
Good  Lord  raise  up  good  soldiers  of  the  cross  to 
take  his  placel  We  would  not  forget  to  mention 
his  good  wife.  She  has  been  faithful.  My  wife 
and  I  boarded  with  them  for  several  months,  and 
we  will  never  forget  their  kind  treatment.  We 
feel  sure  the  good  Lord'will  take  care  of  his  chil- 
dren,—/«.  H.  Larkins, 
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Roseland,  Nebr.- 
the  Silver  Lake  eh 
rejoice  April  25  w! 
ceived  by  baptism.  In  the  evening 
we  had  a  pleasant  Communion.  Eld. 
C.  Hope  was  present  and  also  some 
brethren  and  sisters  of  the  adjoining 
churches.—  Thomas  F.  Evans,  May  9. 

Summit  Church,  Ind  —  We  have 
had  a  season  of  rejoicing,  when  nine 
converts  were  baptized  May  3,  by  Eld. 
I.  J.  Howard.  Though  we  hare  some 
discouragements,  we  have  much  rea- 
son to  rejoice,  because  a  few  more 
souls  have  started  for  the  kingdom.— 
Lizzie  Hollis,  New  Cumberland,  Ind., 
May  11. 

Wabash,  Ind.— The  regular  church 
services,  conducted  by  the  home  min- 
isters to-day,  were  full  of  zeal  for  the 
Master.  Moved  by  the  Spirit  they 
spoke  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utter- 
ance. Our  Sunday  school  is  increas- 
ing in  interest.  The  attendance  for 
the  past  month  has  been  over  one 
hundred.  We  use  the  Brethren's  lit- 
erature. The  Quarterlies  are  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  teachers  and  scholars 
in  the  exposition  of  the  lessons. — Kil- 
tie Hurslt,  May  10. 

Information  Wanted.  — What  Dis- 
trict is  l'utnam  County,  Mo.,  in,  and 
who  would  I  correspond  with  as  elders 
in  charge?  There  are  two  members 
living  there  who  would  like  to  have 
some  preaching.  I  have  been  send- 
ing the  Gospel  Messenger  and  tracts 
there  for  over  two  years,  and  they  are 
cansing  quite  an  interest.  The  peo- 
ple know  nothing  about  the  doctrine 
as  we  believe  and  practice.  Who  will 
answer  the  call?  I  am  going  out 
there  soon  and  will  arrange  for  some 
meetings,  if  some  brother  will  fill  the 
call. — Luther  Bedel,  Ingalls,  Ind. 

Virden,  111.  —  The  Pleasant  Hill 
church  met  in  council  May  9.  Con- 
siderable   business    was    disposed    of 
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man,  Alternate.  Our  love  feast  is  ap- 
pointed for  Oct.  23,  at  4  P.  M.— James 
Wirt. 

Walton,  Kans.— It  has  just  been  de- 
cided to  have  a  love  feast  three  miles 
north  of  Walton  on  the  farm  of  the 
undersigned.  We  are  a  branch  of  the 
Newton  church,  have  no  minister  here 
and  kindly  ask  that  ministers  in  ad- 
joining churches  give  us  a  helping 
hand  by  coming  to  our  feast.  The 
laity  of  adjoining  churches  are  also  in- 
vited to  be  with  us.  There  is  work 
for  all.  May  God  help  us  to  do  it! 
There  are  twelve  members  here  in  our 
little  band.  We  have  a  good  Sunday 
school,  but  no  preaching  except  oc- 
casionally, when  we  can  get  a  minister 
from  abroad.  We  do  hope  and  trust 
that  we  will  not  be  forgot'en  on  this 
occasion  by  our  ministering  brethren 
as  we  are  compelled  to  depend  en 
tirely  upon  ministers  from  abroad  to 
carry  on  the  work  incidental  to  our 
feast.— D.  Sliomber. 


fcnd    remai: 

preached,  in  all,  thirteen  soul-cheering 
sermons.  There  was  quite  an  awak- 
ening among  the  people  here.  He 
held  forth  the  Gospel  truths  in  their 
purity.  One  dear  sister  put  on  Christ 
in  holy  baptism.— Ellen  Burnett,  May  5, 
Dayton,  Ohio.  —  The  members  of 
the  West  Dayton  church  met  in  coun- 
cil April  30,  at  7:30  P.  M.  The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended.  Considerable 
business  came  before  the  meeting  and 
was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  Bro.  O. 
P.  Hoover  is  our  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting.  Brethren  S,  Bock  and  H. 
C.  Butterbaugh  attend  our  District 
Meeting.  Bro.  Garber,  of  Fremont, 
Ohio,  was  with  us  April  19,  and 
preached  for  us.  One  was  received 
by  letter,  April  26,  since  our  last  re- 
port.— Elmer  Wem&old.  May  8. 

Batavia,  Ark. — The  District  Meet- 
ing for  Southern  Missouri  and  Arkan- 
sas was  held  in  the  Round  Mountain 
church,  Ark.,  April  30,  with  Bro.  C. 
Holderman,  Moderator;  George  Barn- 
hart,  Reading  Clerk;  S.  Click,  Writing 
Clerk;  Wm.  Harvey,  Assistant.  But 
little  business  was  considered  except 
the  regular  routine  of  mission  work 
and  a  petition  for  division  of  the  Dis- 
trict. After  considera-ble  discussion 
was  deferred  indefinitely.  Eld. 
George  Barnhart  goes  to  Annual 
Meeting;  C.  Holderman,  Alternate. 
Only  about  half  the  churches  were 
presented  by  delegates. — 5.  Click. 
Sergeantsville.N.  J. — Our  love  feast 
as  held  April  25.  We  had  a  splen- 
d  meeting".  There  was  a  g'ood  at- 
tendance; several  were  unable  to  be 
th  us  on  account  of  sickness.  At 
30  P.  M.  was  the  hour  appointed 
for  preaching.  After  services  we  re- 
paired to  the  waterside,  where  one 
young  brother  was  buried  in  baptism. 
The  ministering  brethren  with  us  were, 
brethren  B.  F.  Kittinger,  W.  B.  Fretz, 
J.  D.  Hoppock  and  Wm.  Howe.  Bro. 
Kittinger  officiated.  Next  morning 
he  preached  a  very  impressive  sermon 
from  Rev.  3:  20,  followed  with  appro- 
priate remarks  by  Bro.  Fretz.  In  the 
afternoon  services  were  held  in  the 
Kingwood  schoolhouse.  To-day  we 
th  the  committee  sent  us  from 
Annual  Meeting  and  had  a  very  satis- 
factory council  together.— Jennie  F, 
Green. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio.— I  have 
just  returned  from  New  Philadelphia, 
Ohio,  where  I  was  engaged  in  con- 
ducting a  series  of  meetings.  The 
membership  is  small,  but,  through  the 
earnest  labors  of  God's  people,  and  the 
ng  of  heaven,  we  had  profitable 
meetings.  Two  precious  ones  were 
d  into  church-fellowship  by 
baptism.  Two  applicants  are  to 
d  in  the  future.  The  Bretl 
house  in  this  city  of  some  six 
thousand  inhabitants.  We  think 
some  earnest  and  zealous  minister 
could  locate  among  them  a  great  work 
might  be  done  for  the  Lord.  I  hope 
there  are  many  willing  workers  in  our 
Brotherhood,  among  whom  may  be 
some  who  have  not  as  much  opportu- 
nity as  they  wish.  The  Lord  has 
promised  to  richly  reward  his  servants. 
—John  F.  Kahler,  413  E.  Tuscarawas 
Street,  Canton,  Ohio, 


Errata.  —  In  Messenger  No.  19. 
page  301,  first  column,  third  line  from 
top,  for  utility  read  vitality.  Utility  is 
multiform,  and  need  not  diminish  with 
waning  vitality.  The  pen  is  my  di- 
vine vocation:  when  that  must  be  laid 
aside,  there  are  other  ways  of  glorify- 
ing God.  So  long  as  love  can  find  its 
way  to  the  surface,  and  trace  the 
faintest  smile  on  my  countenance,  I 
mean  to  testify  for  Jesus.—  C  H.  Bals- 
baugh. 

York,    Pa.— April    29    Eld.    Daniel 
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here,  and 
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He  gave 
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McPherson,    Kans, 

He  preached  six  sermons 

d.  Vaniman  was  a  stranger 

nany  had   long  desired   to 

ar  the  old  brother  preach. 

5  interesting  and  important 

struction  while  among  us,  every  ser- 

on   being  to  the  point,  as  those  who 

tow  him   are  aware  that  he  does  not 

putting  so  much  "  filler  "  in 

a   sermon,     We   judged    him    to   be  a 

man   who   looks   at   things    from    the 

right   side.     We   hope   others   of    our 

ministering  brethren  will  stop  with  us 

when  passing  by  this  place. — Abram  S. 

Hershey,  May  7. 

Walnut  Valley,  Kans.— We  met  in 
church-council  April  29,  preparatory 
to  our  love  feast.  On  Wednesday 
evening  Bro.  Keller,  of  Galva,  Kans., 
preached  to  us,  and  on  Friday  evening 
Bro.  Moses  Brubaker,  of  Lyons,  Rice 
Co.,  Kans.,  gave  us  a  very  interesting 
discourse.  On  Saturday  we  met  at 
Dck  for  the  first  services  of  the 
day.  The  examination  services  were 
held  at  4  o'clock.  In  the  evening  we 
observed  the  sacred  ordinances  of  our 
Lord  and  Savior.  Bro.  Frantz,  of 
McPhersoD,  Kans.,  officiated.  Minis- 
ters present  from  a  distance  were, 
hrcn  Barnhart  and  Fryfogle,  of 
ard,  Kans.,  Bro.  Henry  Brubaker, 
Kans.  Elders  present  were 
Moses  and  Jonathan  Brubaker,  of 
Lyons,  Rice  Co.,  Kans.  On  Sunday 
morning  we  had  Sunday  school 
also  children's  meeting.  At  eleven 
o'clock  Bro.  Henry  Brubaker  talked 
to  us  on  the  subject  of  faith.  On 
Sunday  night  Bro.  Frantz  preached 
very  interesting  sermon.  The  coi 
giegation  was  large,  and  the  interest, 
manifested  throughout  the  entire  meet- 
ing, was  good. —  Ellen  Brumumeyc, 
Heizcr,  Kans. 
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BLUEBAUGH.— In  the  Dry  Creek  chur  h 

Robins,  Iowa,  April  30,  1S96,  Bro.  Jacob  Blue' 

baugh,  aged  67  years,  2  months  and  14  days' 

Bluebaugh  was  a  member  of  the  church 

a    faithful    Christian    for   twenty-seven 

years.     He  (leaves  a  wife  and  three  daughters 
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REAGAN.— In  the  Warrensburg  church, 
Johnson  Co.,  Mo.,  April  11,  1896,  of  paralysis, 
Bro.  Alfred  Reagan,  aged  53  years.  His  death 
was  sudden.  Mary  Mohler. 

LEHMAN— In  the  Wolf  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  April  13,  1896,  Esther  C,  daughter  of 
Bro.  Noah  and  sister  Mary  Lehman,  aged  18 
days.     Funeral  services  by  the  Brethren. 

John  Calvin  Bright. 
MILLER.— In  the  Middle  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  April  24,  1896,  sister 
Christina  Miller,  aged  74  years,  6  months  and 
8  days.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  th< 
German  Baptist  Brethren  church  for  man- 
ears.  Funeral  services  by  elders  Silas  Hoov 
r,  Josiah  Berkley  and  the  writer. 

Vai.extink  Blough, 


BERKEY, 
Ind.,  April  28,  1896,  D; 
86  years,  3  months  an 
preceded  him  to  the  spi 
years.  Seven  children 
whom  five  survive  hi 
member 


Dunlap,  Elkhart  Co., 
iel  P.  Berkey,  aged 
u  days.  His  wife 
land  about  fourteen 
ere  bom  to  them,  of 
survive  him.  Deceased  was  a 
the  Old  Order  church.  Funeral 
services  by  Benjamin  Burkett,  of  the  Old  Order 
church,  assisted  by  the  writer.       J.  S.  Kulp. 


who,  with  their  husband 
e  church,  and  therefore  do  not  sorrow  as 
ose  without  hope.  Funeral  services  by  th 
iter,  assisted  by  Eld.  F.  G.  Snyder.  C 

M.  M.  Sherrick. 

NOFFSINGER.  -  In     the     South     Poplar 

idge  church,  Defiance,  Ohio,  April  13,  ig^ 

Julia    Belle,   daughter  of   Al.  and  Tilly  Noff' 

singer,   aged   4   years,  9  months  and   5  days 

Funeral  by  Rev.  Delenoy. 

Mattie  Caylor. 
WEIMER.— In  Union  City  church,  Ohio 
April  14,  1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Weirner,  aged  a 
years,  n  months  and  23  days.  Deceased  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  A  wife 
and  two  children  have  preceded  him  to  the 
spirit  world.  Three  children  remain.  Funer- 
al services  from  Ps.  83:  9  by  Bro.  W.  K.  Sim- 
mons. Della  Biruu. 

LEWIS.— In  the  Bear  Creek  church,  near 
Bryant,  Jay  Co.,  Ind.,  March  30,  1896,  Ermina, 
wife  of  Albert  G.  Lewis  and  daughter  of  Solo- 
mon and  Anna  Petry,  aged  48  years,  1  month 
and  15  days.  She  was  married  to  Albert  G. 
Lewis  May  3,  1868.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  children,  two  of  whom  preceded  her  to' 
that  other  shore.  Funeral  services  by  Bro. 
W.  K.  Simmons  in  Bryant.     Della  Birijm. 

DOUGLAS.— In  the  Union  City  church,  in 
Hill  Grove,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  April  11,  1806, 
Bro.  John  Douglas,  aged  84  years,  4  months 
and  27  days.  He  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Susanna  Bishop,  who  died  June  4,  1892.  To 
this  union  there  were  no  children.  He  ate  his 
supper  as  usual  and  retired  for  the  night,  but 
before  his  adopted  daughter  and  family  re- 
tired, they  heard  an  unusual  noise  and  went 
the  spirit  had  gone 
baptized  about  forty 
years  ago  by  Bro.  George  W.  Studebaker,  now 
of  Kansas.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  W.  K. 
Simmons,  assisted  by  J.  F.  Warner  of  the 
Christian  church.  Della  BiRur. 

TINKEL.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Lan*ess- 
ville  church,  Ind.,  March  30,  1896,  Bro.  Henry 
rinkel,  aged  85  years  and  29  days.  He  served 
the  Brethren  church  in  the  capacity  of  deacon 
for  about  fifty  years.  Funeral  services  by 
Bro.  L.  H.  Eby.  D.  B.  Garbef. 

STEWART.— Near  Moscow,  Idaho,  April 
28,  1896,  of  heart  failure,  Abraham  Stewart, 
aged  80  years.  Bro.  Stewart  was  born  in 
Ohio.  He  moved  to  Kansas  in  1858,  and  to 
Idaho  in  1876.  He  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  in  1871,  and  with  the  Old  Order  Breth- 
ren in  1893.  Bro.  Stewart  was  noted  for  his 
benevolence.  To  entertain  the  Brethren  was 
his  greatest  enjoyment.  The  Moscow  church 
was  organized  at  his  home,  and,  until  a  meet- 
inghouse was  built,  he  opened  his  doors  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  church.  He  leaves 
fe  and  six  children.  Funeral  conducted 
by  Bro.  J.  N.  Gwin,  assisted  by  Bro.  Rogers. 
James  Weimek- 
BLACK.— Near  Kinross,  Iowa,  April  28, 
1896,  of  neuralgia,  sister  Eliza  Black,  wife  of 
Bro.  Wm.  Black  and  daughter  of  Joi 
Sarah  Byerly,  aged  71  years, 
days.  Four  children  preceded  her 
spirit  world.  One  daughtt 
band  are  left.  She  lived  in  the  English  R'ver 
congregation  for  forty  years  and  assisted  her 
husband  in  the  deacon's  office  for  nearly  the 
entire  time.  The  occasion  was  improved  by 
C.  M.  Brower  and  Samuel  Flory  from  Rev.  H- 
I3  s.  F.  BROWER- 

WENGER.  —  Near    South    English,   low* 

May  1,  1896,  B.  F.  Wenger,  son  of  Bro.  J-    ■ 

and  sister  Lizzie  Wenger,  aged  25  y«»«  a°e 

Funeral  occasion  improved  by 

fromIsa.38:i.  S.  F.  BeOWER. 

In  the  Garrison  church,  Iowa,  Apr^ 

10,  1896,  Laura  May  Fike,  daughter  ot^  ^ 

John  and  sister  Eva  Fike, 

Johnson,  assisted  by  Bn 


onths  and  23 


■ed  hus- 


14  days. 


MKK, 


by  Bro.  Stepl*1' 
H,  Stauffer. 

RACHEL  C.  CHRISTY-^ 

CRIPE.-In  the  Middle  Fork  church,  cl>» 
ton  Co.,  Ind.,  April  28,  1896  sister  Mgd| 
Cripe,  widow  of  Bro.  Solomon  Cripe,*""- 
days. 


Funera 


John  E.  Mb""1* 


May  23,  1890. 
*  a  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  i 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

Creek  church,  Md, 
'.  M.,  Falrview  church,  Po. 
A  M..  Bethel  congregatioi 
e  Squaw  Creek  meetlnghoi 
P.  M.,  Upper  Dublin  chun 

m«v  23  and  24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Pipe  Creek  c 
and  three-fourtha  miles  northeast  o 
Carroll  Co.,  Md. 

May  23,  at  2  P.  M.,  Meyersdale,  Fa, 

May  23,  Claar  church,  Blair  Co.,  Pa. 

May  23  and  24,  at  2  P.  M.,  Warrior's  Mar 

May23,at4P.M.,G]       " 

Ma 
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Ma.v 


vllle 

,  Hopewell  cl 

.,  Brick  chun 


lt'i,. mi  church,  Pa 
,,  Roaring  Spring,  1 
ulpehocken 


Co.,  Iowa. 
20,  Rogue  I 


r  Valley,  Oregon. 


,  Maple  Grove  1 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Sunday  School  Helps, 


;  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 


northeast  of  Milfortl  .1 
Riniisoy  Co.,  N.   Dak. 


it  the  Heidelberg  nieetinghous 
j  26  and  27,  Brandt's  church,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 
j  2fl,  at  4  P.  M  ,  Maple  Spring  church.  Pa. 
,-  2s  and  -1\\  .Moliler  house.  Pa. 


:;!.«!  _'  F.  M  ,  l-'lcsisu n t  Vh/w  cliur 
-liiilf  null--;  iiorihfiibt  ol  Tipton 

.Inut  Grove  church,  Clinton  Co., 


«.,  Nettle  Creek  ( 
,  Pleasant  Hill  <■! 


"'NH.r" 


h,  Thayer  Co.,  Nehr. 


church,  OhiOj 

May  30  and  :!l,  m   P.ro.   Isihh'   Snavely'S,  110 

May  30  at  5  P.  M.,  St.  Joseph  Valley  church 
May  30,  North  Poplar  Ridge  church,  Ohio. 
J  uue  1,  McPherson,  Kana. 
June  2,  at  2  P.  M.,  Booth,  Ki 


sm  church,  Kans.,  6 
,  Grundy  County  cl 


IP.  M.,  Kilbuckchu 


,  ( londwill   iiu'i-Uiil'Iiihis 
imiata  Co.,  Pa, 


►  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦ 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 

weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breih- 

n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 

cognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


i  no  need  of  kooplng  them  unless  you 
You  cau  stop  the  pain  and  got  rid  of  the 
a  porteatly  onay,  simple,  aafo  and  sura 


The  Young  Disciple. — Au  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  nnnum.  ._.._., *    S<> 


:  address,  6  nioatl 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
;  to  energetic  agents, 


electro's  inserted  unless  n 


SANTA  FE  ROUTE 


GREAT  OTTAWA  MEETING 


MAT  26  to  29,  1896. 


iukI  quLcln.-si   line   aro  given  below.    The  1 

One  Pare  for  the  Round  Trip, 

us  J8.00.    Tickets  on  sale  May  18,  22.  22  and 

HE  SANTA  FE  owns  her  own  line  from  C 

,wn,  Kans.,  and  lands  its  imss.-ji^-rs   within 
of  the  entrance  to  Forest  Park. 

Through  Sleepers  to  Kansas  City, 
Chair  Cars  to  Ottawa. 

HE  SANTA  FK  imikw  a  spvi-ialty  of  handling 

it  the  close  of  tin-  Cimfe  nonce  excursion  tickets 
be  sold  at  ONE-FARE  rate  to  points  In  Kan- 
Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico  with  liberal  limits 
stop-over  privileges. 

iddress:  G.  T.  NICHOLSON,  G.  P.  A.  A.  T.  AS. 

t'y,  Chicago,  111,,  or  any  representative  of  Santa 


Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad- 

i,,,/-- ;VT\  >'\,V"'. 

vanced   classes.     It   contains  the  lesson   text, 

and    a  complete     explanation    of   the    lesson 

hroughout.     In    preparing    this  quarterly  we 
keep    constantly    in   view    the    needs    of   the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

wants. 

,J!'"!V".  [^'''m-mi!' 

:opl« 


■3«c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  littl 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year 10  cent 


pies  and  over ■>%  ■' 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  varr* 

in   styles  and   prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  1 


t  given  good  satlBfnotlon. 


I,  at  2  P.  M.,  Chapman  Creek  < 

I,  Spring  Creek,  Iowa. 

'.  M,,  Buck  Creek  church,  Hei 

l,  at  8  P.  M„  Sterling  churci 

14,  at  10  A.  M.,  Harlan  churc 
of  Harlan,  Shelby  Co.,  Iowa. 

A.  M„  Garrison,  Iowa. 
?.  M.,  Sheldon,  Iowa. 

a.  m„  aiivi 

A   M.,  Pipe  Cn 


at  8  P.  M 

.,  Springfield  ohurota,  Ind. 

at  2:  80  P.   M.,  Franklin  County 

1.,  Cedar  Creek  church,  Ind. 

Bethel  0 

lurch,  Salem,  Oregon. 

Coqullle 

Valley  church.  Oregon. 

at  5  P.  w 

.,  Berrien  church,  Mich. 

June20and21  a 

andot  Co",  OI 

June  20    and  21. 


r  TtoyerSford,  Pa. 


A.  M.,  Wyandot  churoh, 

1  P.  M„  Hiokory  Grove,  Carroll 


$1.00  for  25  Cents. 


pound  (herb  form) 


will  send  pofltpald  a 
ontalning  the  medical  j 
vq  make  a  special  low  c 


and  a  FrederJ 


Victor  I 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

e,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  Static, 

..,.         ^  ■■■■:.■]■" 

.3.'.\gt|l|'t'",LC.  0ncV  q"  rSRJ,  Chicago.  II 


m 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 


treatment  of  the  famous  Persia 
to  every  reader  of  the  Messe 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatet 


The   sample  treatment 

will  be  worth  hund: 

afflicted 

agents. 

Messenger  c 


sts  nothing  and 
dollars  to  many- 
It  will  be  eold  through 


readers  of  the 
application.    Address 

DR.T  J-  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  tot  tbc  United  State* 


1-.  mid    I. !  .i-ILP",  ni/.r,'! 

Is  and  Lujidni-iipi',  ,«i/.e:i 
,vi'i-H  and  L>likIsi  npc.  Hi: 
la  aud  LanclHca|i".  "i/.-;i 
e  Scenery,  flist"  :i'is;V.,,  . 


000  "The  Gem 

signs 

H25!-i  Landscape  and  llinl  .  ■-<■■■<' : 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or 
When  ordering  cards  be  s 
and  price  as  well  as  tht 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday    School    Supplies.— We    keep 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  v 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  ac 

amentB.  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  .  . 


I  Cluster,  plotorlftl  ohart  of  eaoh  1 


Other  Help!.— We  are  prepared  to  fnrnisb 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  n< 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


Write  na  for  prtoei  and  catalogue. 

THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 

Greenville.  C 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


Sraw?SSan, 


Jame  and  Fruits,  Special 
Fur»,  Hldea,  Dried  Fralti 


r.  .1.  I  auras- 
K'ivu   [mrfuot 


Have  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble! 

Why  Don't  You  Uoud  about  what 

Kidney  Tonic 


nliuppy,    nolther 


ZERO  CREAMERY  CO.,  PERU,  IND. 


fff-Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.    Prices  the  lowest. 
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May  23 


Highest  of  allin  Ltivening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


$M 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


*  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  1 

LOVE  FEAST5. 

8  and  BO,  Hldge  hoano,  Pa. 

9.  Pleasant  Hill  church,  nortr  Blrmlnghs 

(land  Ml,  NanclevoivlllomeoiliighouBO,  Burk- 


1  P.  U.,  Chippowa  ohurot 
A,  M.,  Chippowa  church, 
M  ,  Sugar  Creek  ohurob,  i 
:  l  P,  M.,  Hllver  Croek  ohu 


FREE  HOMES ! 

Brethren,  wishing  to  join 
the  original  colonies,  with 
organized  churches  and 
schools,  in  North  Dakota 
along  the  Great  Northern 
Railway,  where  the  very- 
best  agricultural  lands  can 
be  had  under  the  homestead 
law,  and  can  be  lived  on  for 
seven  years  without  taxes, 
assessments  or  interest  on 
land,  are  invited  to  write  to 
the  undersigned,  who  has, 
in  the  last  three  years,  lo- 
cated in  that  State  several 
thousand  settlers,  including 
Brethren  and  friends.  Reli- 
able printed  matter  sent 
free  to  any  address,  as  well 
as  personal  reply  to  all  let- 
ters. 

MAX  BASS, 
220  S.  Clark  St  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


DUBBEL'S 

RED   THYME 

PAIN  CURB 


Ih  a  safe  ami  rfillaulo  medicine  to  relievo  »i 
cure  Cholera  bforbus,  Diarrhoea,  Dysentery,  Orari 
Oollo,  Falun  In  Ktomnch  and  Bowels,  etc.  As 
cum  for   Homo  Hollo  It  ban  no  equal.    A  bottle 


isting  t 


>..  1 1  I  ■; 


ur'.i  l.lll  beside*.  Hold  mi  a  positive  gnaran- 
1  No  euro,  no  pay."  On  account  of  the  various 
mer  complaint*  every  family  should  have  a 
lo  of  Rod  Thyme  Pain  Cure  for  use  In  times  of 
rgenoy.  If  there  Is  no  agent  In  your  locality 
t  for  private  Family  Offer. 

a.  E.  DUBBKI,  AGO.,  Proprietors, 
[  Waynesboro,  Pa. 


WE  BUY 


I      IlDSIllf.'!'     ■ 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  for 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
nmend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
e  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.-  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
inly  Si. 50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
re  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce- 
ents.     Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  "The  doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1,25;  to 
ministers,  $  1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulntcr. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite,' 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glac 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  th< 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  brigh 
stars  on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  ii 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
r."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
r's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 


PRINTER  WANTED  !  USb? 


fISF,    iti.uii    HKt.K    WATCH  CMIA1 


Here  Again  for  1896 


C.  C.  Shoemaker's  large  Almanac 
and  Poultry  Annual.     Nearly  ico  pages 

*  Fully  Illustrated  with  finest  engravings.    Printed  on 
beat  quality  of  paper.    It  Is  really  the  finest  book 
class  published.    Price,  is  cents.    Address:  C.  C.  SHOE- 
MAKER, Freeport,  111.,  U.  S.  A. 


•S,     $1. 

i  this  office. 


Brother  Stover. 


Fells  and  Foster  Counties,  North  Dakota  I 

If  You   Arc  Oolng  to    North    Dakota   this 

Spring,  You  Will  be  better  Satisfied 

If  You  Locate  In  Wells  and 

Poster  Counties;  for 

THBRE  ARE  two  competing  railroads, 

THERE  ARE  sixteen    •levators,    and    numerous 


8  Of* 


through  the  offeot 

price  paid  (or  pro- 
are   afforded    tho 
o  competing  rall- 
_     Paul  ancisuuli  si-. 
tun  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 


W.-llH 

of  a  drouth; 
THERE  IB  ALWAYS 

l'or  whore  thor 
Is,— the  Minneapoll 


Tho  Land  Department  of  th«  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  has  260,000  acrss  of  land  In  Foster  and 
Wells  Counties,  of  wbloh  they  have  reserved  three 
townships  to  bo  sold  exclusively  to  the  Brethren, 


t  better  prices 
nd  I  wllljhelp 


Gonoral  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R-, 
St.  Paul,  Mln 
PHZPPS, 
Land  Commissioner,  N.  P.  R.  R. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  solid  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  in&eatrttctl* 
le  and  is  sold  nearly  One-half  Cheaper  than 
the  Iron  or  Steel  Posts,  which  in  cold  weather  break 
ji  are  rendered  useless  by  rust  alter  a  very  brief  career. 
Great  inducements    to  agents  who  can  work  territory. 

Ing.    Counties    lo/safe.     For  terms    antPcitcuhni,  ad 
W.  A.  Dickey.  Nead,  Miami  Co.,  Ind.         i7eow,3 


FABM  FOB  SALE  I 


A  good  farm  of  178  acres,  in  Mahoning  County, 
bio,  one-half  mile  from  the  Brethren  meeting- 
iuse.  A  number  of  Brethren  are  living  in  the 
;ighborhood.  Tho  farm  has  never-falling  springs 
!  pure  water  and  plenty  of  good  timber  in  wood 
nd.  It  is  nine  miles  from  the  City  of  Youngs- 
>wn,  affording  a  good  market,  and   about   five 

:  Solomon  Elseii,  North  Lima,  Mahoning  Co., 


Start  a  Class 


Easy  to  Teach. 

Easy  to  Learn. 

Easy  to  Pay  for, 


class,  write  to  the  author,  C  E.   Aknoi 
Mcpherson,  Kane. 


Everybody   wai 

ts  a  cop 

and  get  the  red 

1  b0°kB-    R6gUl 

r  price, 

Mt.  M 

orris,  111 

.tenilVOly  through  Georgia  he  wont  to 

Frultdale,  Alabama, 

making  enreful  study  of  conditions 
lOnoed  It  the  best  place  ho  had  found. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
H5  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


otel  !•  centrally  located,  and  tho  most  respect 
use  ot  its  class  In  the  City.  The  charges  an 
>,  varying  In  price  Irom  75  cent,  to  Ji.co  per  day 
>n.    Thompson's  Restaurant  underneath.    First 


l  Plain  Clothing  I  j 


Brethren's 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  i 

the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  J 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  maki 
our    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tap. 

iles  for  ordering  will  be  j 

application.     Our  rules  for  self-  * 

iple  any  one  can  1 

understand  them.  tj 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  i 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  4 

be  returned.     Our  prices  J 

i 

Phillipeon  Clothing  Co,,         4 

WARSAW,  IND    i 

i 
i 
i 


reasonable.     Addr* 


47tf 

We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  offict 


Brethren  Farmers 


You  Want  a  Change.     Why? 


The  klnda  of  products  are  too  few. 

The  crop  being  good  the  price  in  too  low. 

The  price  being  good  the  crop  is  too  light. 


Then  Why  not  Oo  to  the  Dos  Palos 
Colony  In  California? 


The  work  1b  pleasant  because  there  is  no  8ipo 
The  medicine  cuts  no  figure  in  the  expenso  m 

If  You  Change  at  all,  Change  Climate. 

Special  arrangements  will  be  niado  next  fall 

irm  effects.  A  large  movement  to  California 
ow  In  preparation.  If  you  think  of  joining  oi 
t  the  Brethren's  companies  write  to  B.  Mahk 
J8  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111.  He  will  tell  y< 
ow  many  are  going,  where  from,  and  when, 
une  to  Join. 


Why  Go  North? 


There  is  no  need  to  go  to  northern  sec- 
ons  of  country  when  you  can  buy  land  just  as 
productive  in  a  milder  climate.  The  choice 
farming  lands,  adjacent  to  the  Chicago,  Buk- 
d  QuiNCY  Railway  in  Nebraska, 
afford  fine  advantages  to  the  settler.  Be  sure 
take  in  the 

Special  Low-Rate  Excursions 
To  these  fine  farm  lands  at  the  close  of  the 
Ottawa  Annual  Meeting.     For  further  particu- 
lars address:  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass.  Agt.  C. 
B.  &  Q.  R'y,  or  inquire  of  the  Burlington  rep- 
Annual  Meetiug  grounds. 


The  Famous  Platte  Biver  Valley, 

iro  located  the 


■,nf  KminH-y, 


K-tn-.-liillv  t  tint  portion.  L__  ... 
Bukthrek'b  settlement-ami  church  near  Kearney, 
Ncbr.,  will  be  tho  objective  poiut  ofi 
In  charge  of  Mb.  M.  J.  Pomm 
well  known  to  many  of  the  Brethren.    Mr.  rw 
mer  may  be  seen  during  tho  Ottawa  meeting 
the  M.  P.  R'y  office  noar  tho  grounds,  orjprevlc 
to  the  Conference  i 
Nebr. 


j  addressed  at  Kearney, 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


jju.ir.Liii'^ 
01.™.  Address, 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Frwport,  III..".*'* 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-Pkil. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  May  30,  1896. 


No.  22. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Putllsboi  Waauy,  *t  Sl.co  pet  Annum,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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-^EDITORIAL  1  MISCELLANY-** 


It  is  remarkable  how  people  will  overdo  a  good 
thing.  -It  is  said  that  on  the  death  of  Queen  Vic 
toria's  son-in-law,  some  months  ago,  the  amount 
of  poetry  she  received,  in  manuscript  form 
weighed  nearly  two  thousand  pounds.  Probably 
each  writer  did  his  best  to  console  the  Quee 
her  great  bereavement,  and  yet  it  is  not  likely  that 
the  woman  read  more  than  one  out  of  each  thou- 
sand compositions  addressed  to  her.  The  whole 
thing  was  admired  and  gained  notoriety  only  on 
account  of  its  bulk.  Had  these  writers  directed 
their  attentions  to  the  poor  and  forsaken,  their 
efforts  would  not  only  have  done  good,  but  would 
have  been  greatly  appreciated.  When  Jesus  was 
in  the  world  he  labored  principally  among  the 
common  people,  and  they  gladly  received  him  and 
greatly  enjoyed  his  blessing.  If  we  have  flowers 
or  verses  for  the  sick  or  bereft,  let  us  remember  the 
poor. 

In  France  there  is  a  mountain,  650  feet  high, 
that  is  attracting  the  attention  of  the  learned 
world.  It  stands  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Gar- 
don  River,  and  is  now  gradually  moving  towards 
the  stream.  It  commenced  moving  last  February, 
and  has  changed  position  sufficiently  to  compel 
000  persons  to  leave  their  homes  and  seek  other 
quarters.  It  is  feared  that  it  will  move  across,  and 
close  the  channel  of  the  river,  making  it  necessary 
for  the  stream  to  seek  another  channel.  The 
mountain  seems  to  rest  upon  a  formation  of  clay 
that  dips  towards  the  river,  and  has  become  suf- 
ficiently saturated  with  water  to  permit  the  huge 
mass  to  slip.  Not  a  few  churches  rest  upon  a 
s  'Ppery  foundation,  that  inclines  towards  the  world, 
and  to-day  are  slipping  worldward  just  about  fast 
enough  to  threaten  the  obstruction  of  the  river  of 
and   thus    cause   it  to  seek   another   channel. 


either,  to  tell  that  many  churches  are  much  nearer 
the  world  than  years  ago.  They  rest  upon  a 
slippery  sand  and  clay  foundation  instead  of  upon 
the  firm  rock,  Christ  Jesus. 


I  Last  week  the  most  destructive  cyclone  of  the 
season  passed  through  Sherman,  Texas,  demolish- 
ing everything  in  its  path,  which  was  about  one- 
hundred  feet  wide.  Sixty  persons  are  said  to  have 
been  killed  and  two  hundred  others  seriously  if  not 
fatally  injured.  Hundreds  more  received  injuries 
more  or  less.  Three  other  towns  happened  to  be 
in  the  path  of  the  storm  and  suffered  greatly.  The 
cyclone  is  reported  to  have  been  like  a  revolving 
mass  of  electricity,  accompanied  by  a  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain  and  a  noise  that  was  terrific.  Brick 
buildings  were  ground  into  powder,  and  large  trees 
were  snapped  off  and  carried  away.  Dead  bodies 
were  taken  from  snags  and  tangled  wire.  The  de- 
struction of  life  and  property  is  appalling.  There 
is  power  in  the  wind  as  well  as  in  water  and  fire. 
Truthfully  does  the  poet  say: 

"God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way. 
His  wonders  to  perform; 
He  plants  his  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm." 


It  do, 


ea  not  take  much  of  a  philosopher,  or  saint 


It  is  reported  that  the  Armenians  are  seriously 
considering  the  advisability  of  leaving  the  domin- 
ion of  Turkey  and  emigrating  to  other  parts  of  the 
world,  where  they  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the 
liberty  that  should  be  accorded  a  sober  and  indus- 
trious Christian  people.  They  number  nearly,  if 
not  quite  one  million,  auJ  to  move  them  from  their 
present  abodes  would  require  money,  time  and 
tact.  Though  the  wholesale  massacre  has  been 
stopped,  still  they  are  being  persecuted  in  other 
ways  until  they  have  become  disheartened.  Most 
of  their  houses  have  been  burned,  together  with 
their  barns  and  other  buildings,  and  their  farms  are 
well  nigh  destroyed.  Very  little  stock  is  left  for 
them  and  distress  on  every  hand  seems  to  stare 
them  in  the  face.  The  Turks  are  constantly  rob- 
bing them  of  property  and  intimidate  and  discour- 
age them  in  various  ways.  It  is  thought  that  num- 
bers may  cross  the  lines  to  the  north  and  east 
into  Russia  and  Persia.  Here  Armenians  are  per- 
mitted to  live  in  peace,  and  are  prosperous.  A 
few  hundred  thousand  could  be  located  on  the 
island  of  Cyprus,  where,  under  the  protection  of 
England,  they  could  enjoy  religious  liberty.  Thou- 
sands might  find  shelter  in  Egypt,  while  many  oth- 
ers could  be  settled  in  various  parts  of  North  and 
South  America.  The  matter  is  a  very  important 
one  and  deserves  the  prayerful  consideration  of 
the  wisest  men  in  all  Christian  lands.  But  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  in  these  modern  times  there 
should  exist  a  government  having  no  more  regards 
for  life  and  property  than  that  known  as  the 
Turkish  Empire.  Much  of  the  country  is  a  goodly 
land  that  ought  to  be  peopled  by  a  wise  and  pros- 
perous race.  ^^^^___^^ 

EASTERN  PICK-UPS. 

Number  Two. 

Everett  is  a  thriving  town  of  several  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  located  on  the  Huntingdon  and 
Broad  Top  Railroad,  forty-five  miles  south  of 
Huntingdon.  For  years,  a  few  of  our  Brethren 
have  been  living  there,  but  had  no  place  of  wor- 
ship and  no  meetings  were  held  there.  As  a  re- 
sult, those  that  moved  there  did  not  have  the 
privilege  of  worshiping  with  their  own  people, 
and,  as  is  very  natural  under  such  feeding,  some 


of  them  grew  indifferent,  while  none  were  as  ac- 
tive as  they  would  have  been  had  they  had  the 
needed  care  and  feeding.  A  few  years  ago  a  few 
more  moved  to  the  place,  and  a  move  was  made 
to  have  preaching.  The  efforts  made  were  at- 
tended with  encouraging  success,  and  now  there 
is  a  nice  membership  there,  with  a  good  house 
for  worship,  only  recently  built.  On  last  Friday 
evening  we  were  invited  to  attend  their  Commun- 
ion meeting,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  for  us  to  be 
there  and  worship  with  them.  The  meeting  was 
largely  attended  at  the  evening  service,  and  about 
sixty  communed. 

Their  ministers  are  brethren  A.  T.  Simmons 
and  J.  H.  Harshberger,  both  young  in  the  work, 
but  active  and  zealous,  and  of  good  repute.  This 
means  much,  as  right  living  often  does  louder  and 
better  preaching  than  poor  living  and  much  talk- 
ing. There  is,  nowhere,  anything  said  about  the 
eloquence  of  Christ's  preaching.  He  went  about 
among  the  people,  read  the  Scripture,  or  law,  in 
the  synagogues,  laid  the  roll  down  again  and 
talked  to  them.  Then  he  went  in  among  them  at 
their  homes,  ate  with  them,  healed  their  diseases, 
and  sympathized  with  them  in  their  losses  and 
crosses,  and  so  ingratiated  himself  into  their  hearts 
and  lives.  Such  was  much  of  the  Master's  preach- 
ing, and  yet  his  gracious  words  fell  upon  the  hun- 
gry and  thirsty  souls,  as  the  dew  falls  on  the  with- 
m*intt  -mrl  n^rrhrr]  grasses.  There  is  an  eloquence 
in  a  soft  word  or  a  kind  look  that  cannot  be 
sounded  from  a  cold  heart  by  the  smoothest  of 
tongues.     Let  no  one  be  di; 


not 


othe 


uraged  because  they 
God  does  not  want 
1  selves.  And  if  we 
e  can  do  all  that  is 
1  the  maid  washed 
i  with  the  hair 
could, — it  was 
approval.  Our 
work  is  right  before  us, — near  by, — do  that,  and 
then  go  on  to  the  next. 


us  to  be  anybody  but  our  own  si 
be  this  with  all  our  might,  we  c 
expected  or  required.  When  tl 
the  Master's  feet  and  wiped  th 
of  her  head,  she  did  only  what  s 
a   loving   service   and    met    divin 


But  while  there,  a  brother  spoke  words  of  re- 
gret because  the  work  was  not  begun  sooner.  The 
harvest  was  ready,  but  no  one  to  reap  and  gather. 
He  saw  golden  sheaves  that  now  seemed  to  be 
lost  to  the  church.  O,  why  this  delay?  There 
are  many  other  places  where  we  hear  the  same 
words  of  regret  expressed, — and  now  they  say,  It 
is  too  late.  At  least  part  of  the  harvest  is  wasted 
because  there  were  none  to  gather.  And  whose 
fault  is  it?  It  will  fall  somewhere,  as  ample  pro- 
vision is  made  for  all,  if  all  the  Master's  servants 
are  on  duty.  

There  are  no  words  that  are  so  impressively  sad 
as  the  "what  might  have  been,"  but  can  now  never 
be.  There  are  scores  and  hundreds  of  fields  that 
are  ripe  and  ripening  for  the  harvest,  all  around 
us, — not  across  the  sea  or  in  foreign  lands,  but 
near  by,  only  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  hours  away. 
To  these,  if  not  to  others,  we  are  called,  and  we 
should  not  wait  until  much  of  the  harvest  is  wasted 
for  want  of  gathering,  and  that  afterwards,  as  we 
see  it,  we  be  made  to  hang  our  heads  in  shame  and 
regret  because  of  what  might  have  been.  Of 
course  it  is  better  to  do  a  thing  late  than  not  at 
all,  and  we  are  glad  that  our  Everett  brethren  did 

{Concluded  en  Pagtsts-) 
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THE  CROWN  OP  PAILURB. 


When  you  have  lived  your  life, 
When  you  have  fought  your  last  good  fighl 
And  the  day's  work  is  finished,  and  the  sur 

Sets  on  the  darkening  world  and  all  its  s 
Ere  the  worn  hands  are  tired  with  all  they 
Ere  the  mind's  strength  begins  to  droop  and  wan 
Ere  the  first  touch  of  6leep  has  dulled  the  brain, 
Ere  the  heart's  springs  are  slow  and  running  dry 

When  you  have  lived  your  life, 


If  i 


to  die. 
1  be  s 


If  you  but  fight  a  fight  you  may  not  win; 
See  the  far  goal  but  may  not  enter  in— 

'Twere  better  then  to  die  and  not  to  know 
Defeat— to  die  amidst  the  rush  and  din, 
Still  striving,  while  the  heart  beats  high  and  fast 
With  glorious  life.    If  you  must  fail  at  last. 
Such  end  were  best  with  all  your  hope  and  all 

Your  spirit  in  its  youth 
Then,  when  you  fall. 

Far  better  so  to  die, 
Still  toiling  upward  through  the  mists  obscure. 
With  all  things  possible  and  nothing  sure, 

Than  to  be  touched  by  glory  and  passed  by, 
To  win,  by  chance,  fame  that  may  not  endure, 
That  dies  and  leaves  you  living,  while  you  strive 
With  wasted  breath  to  keep  its  fame  alive 
And  fan,  with  empty  boast  and  proud  regrets, 

Remembrance  of  a  past 
The  world  forgets. 

— Chambers  Journal. 


THE  SEVENTH  DAY  SABBATH  AND  BIBliE  REASONS 
WHY  WE  DO  NOT  KEEP  IT". 


BY  CHARLES  M.  YEAROUT. 

In  Two  Parts.— Part  Two. 

ye  that  de: 


"Tel!  me 
ar  the  la1 


free  woman.  But  he 
after  the  flesh;  but  he 
Which  things  are  an 


ire  to  be  under  the  1 
written,  that  Abraham 
the  other  by 

who  was  of  the  bondwoman  was  bon 

of  the  free  woman  was  by  promise, 

allegory:  for  these  are  the  two  covenants;  the  one  from  the 

mount  Sinai,  which  gendereth  to  bondage,  which  is  Sgar." 

—Gal.  4:  21-24. 

What  was  the  covenant  from  Mount  Sinai?  The 
ten  commandments.  "  For  this  Agar  is  mount 
Sinai  in  Arabia,  and  answereth  to  Jerusalem  which 
now  is,  and  is  in  bondage  with  her  children." 
This  Agar  represents  the  Mount  Sinai  covenant, 
and  her  son  represents  the  worshipers  under  that 
covenant.  "  Nevertheless  what  saith  the  Scrip- 
tures? Cast  out  the  bondwoman  [the  mount  Sinai 
covenant]  and  her  son:  [the  worshipers  under  that 
covenant]  for  the  son  of  the  bondwoman  shall  not 
be  heir  with  the  son  of  the  free  woman 
4:  30. 


fruit  unto  death.     But  now  we  are  delivered  from 

law,  that  being  dead  wherein  we  were  held; 

that  we  should  serve  in  newness  of  spirit,  and  not 

the  oldness  of  the  letter." 

What  law   is   here  referred   to  as  being   dead? 
The  ten  commandments.     "  For  I  had  not  kno-" 
lust,  except  the  law   had    said,    Thou 
covet."     Rom.  7:  2-7.     The  above  I 
—from  which  we  are  delivered,— i 
mandments. 

The  Sabbatarian  is  here  placed  in  a  dilemma  by 
the  inspired  apostle,  from  which  let  him  extricate 
himself  if  he  can.  The  law  is  represented  as  being 
the  former  husband,  from  which  the  church  is 
released  by  his  death,  for  the  dead  law  has  no 
binding  force,  but  we  are  married  to  another,  even 
Christ.  If  the  former  husband,— the  law,  — still 
lives,  and  is  in  force,  then  those  who  are  wedded 
to  the  law,  and  also  to  Christ,  have  two  living 
husbands,  and  are  spiritual  adulteresses,  but  if  the 
law  be  dead,  as  Paul  says,  they 


shalt  not 
y,  that  is  dead, 
the  ten  com- 


t  no  adul- 


teresses t 
himself  d 


othe 


God 


days 


olemn 


Gal. 


gh  they  be  married  to 
ared  the  Sabbaths  should  cease.  "  I 
tse  all  her  mirth  to  cease,  her  feast 
:w  moons,  and  her  Sabbaths,  and  all 
feasts."  Hosea  z:  II;  Isa.  1:  13.  The 
abrogation  of  the  Mount  Sinai  covenant  is  clearly 
sustained,  and  proved  by  the  fact  that  it  is  trans- 
gressed continually  and  the  penalty,—"  death,"— 
does  not  follow.  The  seventh  day  Sabbath  is  dis- 
regarded all  over  the  world,  and  no  penalty  fol- 

"  O  yes,"  says  one,  "  but  Christ  took  away  the 
penalty.  A  law  without  a  penalty  is  null  and  void, 
and  when  Christ  took  away  the  penalty  he  also 
abolished  the  law;  hence  it  became  a  dead  letter. 
"  For  the  priesthood  being  changed,  there  is  made 
of  necessity  a  change  also  of  the  law."  Heb.  7:  12. 
"  Christ  is  the  mediator  of  a  better  covenant,  which 
was  established  upon  better  promises.  For  if  that 
first  covenant  had  been  faultless,  then  should  no 
place  have  been  sought  for  the  second."  Heb. 
8:  6,  7.  "  In  that  he  saith,  a  new  covenant,  he 
hath  made  the  first  old.  Now  that  which  decayeth 
and   waxeth'  old   is   ready  to  vanish  away."     Verse 

13- 

There  is  no  class  of  people  among  the  Protes- 
tants that  keep  the  Sabbath  day  as  commanded  in 
the  law.  "Ye  shall  kindle  no  fire  throughout  your 
habitations  upon  the  Sabbath  day."  Ex.  35:  3. 
They  were  not  allowed  to  work  their  beasts  on  the 
Sabbath  day.  Deut.  5:  14.  Do  Sabbatarians  live 
up  to  the  demands  of  the  law  in  these  respects? 
I  think  not.  But  there  is  no  danger  in  violating 
or  transgressing  a  law  that  has  no  penalty.  "  Christ 
is  the  way,  and,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  and  no  man 
cometh  unto  the  Father,  but  by  him."  And  Christ 
does  not  command  his  followers  to  keep  the  Sab- 


Truth,  cannot  be  covetous:  "  For  covetousness  is 
idolatry,"  Col.  3:  5;  Eph.  5:  5,  and  no  true  child  of 
God  can  be  an  idol  worshiper.  1  Cor.  10:  i4;  , 
John  5:  21. 

Christ's  affianced  bride  does  not  commit  adul- 
tery. The  heart  being  purified  and  cleansed  from 
fleshly  lusts,  everything  is  brought  into  obedience 
to  Christ.     Matt.  5:  28;  1  Cor.  10:  4,  5. 

The  child  of  God  being  in  possession  of  the  Spir- 
it of  Christ  does  not  kill.  Matt.  5:  22;  1  John  3: 
15.  The  administration  of  the  Spirit  reaches  much 
farther  than  the  administration  of  the  flesh,— death, 
—in  expunging  evil.  "  He  will  magnify  the  laWt 
and  make  it  honorable."  Isa.  42:  21.  To  magnify 
a  thing,  is  to  show  its  imperfections.  Christ  met 
and  fulfilled  the  law  and  the  prophets.  The  term 
"  fulfilled  "  does  not  carry  the  idea  of  establishing 
or  perpetuating;  but  means  completed;  finished; 
executed;  hence  ended:  "For  Christ  is  the  end  of 
the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  1 
lieveth."  Rom.  10:  4.  Christ  satisfied  the 
mands  of  the  law.  Wherefore,  '•  He  taketh  away 
the  first,  that  he  may  establish  the  second.  By  the 
which  will  we  are  sanctified  through  the  offering  of 
the  body  of  Christ  once  for  all."  Heb.  10:  9,  10. 
A  latter  will  makes  null  and  void  all  former  wills. 
Two  wills  cannot  exist  and  be  enforced  at  the 
same  time.  Let  us,  therefore,  cleave  to  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  God, — the  Gospel,— for  the 
is  salvation  in  it.  Eph.  1:  13. 
Westphalia,  Kans. 


The  new  covenant  and  salvation  through  Christ    bath  day,  and  he  will  not  hold  us  accountable  for 


promised  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  be 
fore  the  law  was  given.  "  And  this  I  say,  that  the 
covenant,  that  was  confirmed  before  of  God  in 
Christ,  the  law,  which  was  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  after,  cannot  disannul,  that  it  should  make 
the  promise  of  none  effect.  For  if  the  inheritance 
be  of  the  law,  it  is  no  more  of  promise:  but  God 
gave  it  to  Abraham  by  promise.  Wherefore,  then, 
serveth  the  law?  It  was  added  because  of  trans- 
gression." Till  the  end  of  time?  O  no!  till  the 
seed,— Christ,  -  should  come,  "  to  whom  the  prom- 
ise was  made."  Gal.  3:  17-19.  "Wherefore  the 
law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ, 
that  we  might  be  justified  by  faith.  But  after  that 
faith  is  come,  we  are  no  longer  under  a  schoolmas- 
ter."    Gal.  3:  24,  25. 

The  apostle,  in  speaking  of  the  dead  law,  says: 
"  The  woman  which  hath  an  husband  is  bound  by 
the  law  to  her  husband  so  long  as  he  liveth;  but 
if  the  husband  be  dead,  she  is  loosed  from  the  law 
of  her  husband.  .  .  .  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  ye  al- 
so are  become  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Christ; 
that  ye  should  be  married  to  another,  even  to  him 
(Christ),  who  is  raised  from  the  dead,  that  we 
should  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  For  when  we 
were  in  the  flesh,  the  motions  of  sins,  which  were 
by  the  law,  did  work  in  our  members  to  bring  forth 


what  he  did  not  command.  If  Christ  had  intended 
that  his  followers  should  keep  the  Sabbath  he 
would  have  incorporated  it  in  the  Gospel  plan  of 
salvation. 

We  will  not  be  judged  by  the  ten  command- 
ments; but  by  the  words  spoken  by  Christ 
in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  God.  "  By  thus 
doing  away  with  the  law,  there  is  nothing  to  con- 
vict man  of  sin."  The  Holy  Spirit  will  do  this  as 
well  as  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the  apostles. 
"  And  when  he,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  come,  he  will 
convict  the  world  of  sin."  John  16:  8.  The  Gos- 
pel is  complete,  and  will  cleanse  from  sin,  if  ob- 
served in  full.     1  Pet.  I:  22. 

The  eternal  principles  of  Truth,  as  embodied  in 
the  Ten  Commandments,  in  opposition  to  evil,  are 
couched  in  the  New  Testament,  and  are  in  full 
force  under  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit.  "  For 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  hath 
made  me  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  For 
what  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak 
through  the  flesh,  God  sending  his  own  Son  in  the 
likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  for  sin,  condemned  sin 
in' the  flesh:  that  the  righteousness  of  the  law 
might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  walk  not  after  the 
flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit."  Rom.  8:  2-4.  The 
soul  that  is  cleansed  from  sin  by  obedience  to  the 


THE  POWERS  THAT  BE. 

BY  LEVI  MOHLER. 

The  kingdom  of  God  and  the  kingdom  of  the 
world  are  entirely  distinct  in  character,  and  rest  on 
principles  as  distinct  and  opposite.  The  kingdom 
of  God  is  founded  on  the  principle  of  love;  the 
kingdom  of  the  world,  on  the  principle  of  pride 
The  two  kingdoms  could  not  be  more  distinct  thai 
their  foundation  principles. 

Love^Vir^-  principle,  is  from  God.  It  underlies 
perme^1'  <roand  gives  its  character  te^  trie  w«* 
Gospel  system.  Pride,  as  a  principle,  is  from1  Sa- 
tan. Its  working  transformed  him  from  an  angel 
of  God  to  Satan  and  cast  him  down  from  heaven  to 
hell.  Satan's  spirit  of  pride,  introduced  into  the 
heart  of  man,  destroyed  his  holy  character  and  lost 
Eden.  The  foundation  for  the  kingdom  of  the 
world  was  laid  when  man  was  moved  to  exalt  hit 
self  to  be  as  God.     Gen.  3:  5. 

Love  is  related  to  our  sense  of  the  good  of  others, 
which  good  it  realizes,  appreciates,  enjoys  and  d 
lights  to  promote,  forgetting  self  in  its  interest  1 
those  beloved.  Pride  centers  in  self  as  its  object, 
caring  nothing  for  others  only  so  far  as  they  may 
be  employed  to  promote  self.  Pride  relates  to  our 
sense  of  the  good  in  ourselves,  as  love  is  related  to, 
or  is,  our  sense  of  the  good  of  others.  Others  are 
sacrificed  to  the  ends  of  pride,  as  self  is  sacrifi 
to  the  objects  of  love. 

Love  is  humble,  insensible  of  the  excellencies  1 
self;  pride  is  puffed  up  with  self-importance  ar 
is  blind  to  the  excellencies  of  others.  Love  is  no 
ored  by  all.  All  are  interested  in  seeing  the  pr°l 
humiliated.  , 

The  workings  of  love  are  upward  in  their  co     ' 
towards  God,  the  source  of  love,  shown  in  the  1  ^ 
proved  condition  of  mankind  wherever  the  Gosp^ 
of  love  is  introduced.    The  mind  is  enlighten^ 
the  character  elevated,  and  life  becomes  more  p 
cious  and  happy.    The  civilization  of  to-day 
the  sense  of  universal  brotherhood  that  unltes 
1  world  in  sympathy,  mark  the  upward  tendency  . 
the   love  principle  of  the  Gospel.    Arbitral" 
employed  instead  of  arms.     Conquests  of      ^ 
love  will  supersede  conquests  of  the  swo 
the  millennium  of  universal  peace  i 
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1  Only    by    pride    cometh    contention." 
0.     Pride's  course 


energy. 

Prov.  13:  '0-     P"des  course  is  away  from  happi 

_.«       The   miseries   of  earth    are    but    incidents 


along  its  way  from  Eden  to  eternal  torment  and 
shame  where  culminate  pride  and  associate  evils 
with  Satan,  their  source,  at  the  furthest  limits  away 
from  God,  happiness  and  glory. 

Love  rejoices  in  the  truth.  1  Cor.  13:6.  Pride 
is  most  deceitful.  "God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life.  "So  loved,"  i.  e.,  God  loved  in  such  a 
manner  and  degree  that  he  gave  the  Gospel  and 
the  plan  of  salvation  to  help  mankind.  The  help- 
ful element  of  God's  love  is  not  lost  when  his  love 
is  planted  in  the  hearts  of  his  children.  1  John 
3:  14-18. 

That  man  is  deceived,  thinking  he  is  a  Christian, 
if  the  disposition  to  help  his  fellow-man  is  not  an 
active,  controlling  principle  in  his  heart.  Emo- 
tional experience  is  nothing.  God  so  loved  that  he 
gave.  Every  child  of  God  will  so  love  that  he  will 
give  what  he  can  to  help  and  to  bless  mankind  with 
the  highest  good.  God's  love,  whether  in  himself 
or  in  his  children,  is  a  helping,  working  principle, 
to  raise  up  and  bless  all  who  can  be  reached.  The 
emotional  experience  resulting  may  be  blessed  in- 
deed, but  only  as  an  effect  or  product  of  love's 
activity,  and  not  the  love  itself.  Love  is  a  princi- 
ple. Its  emotional  effect  may,  in  this  life,  be  pain- 
ful or  pleasant,  depending  on  the  condition  of  its 
object. 

Love  adorns  the  soul  with  a  meek  and  quiet 
spirit,  which  is  in  the  sight  of  God,  of  great  price. 
Pride  cares  nothing  for  the  soul,  but  is  concerned 
about  adorning  the  body.  The  first  effect  seen, 
after  pride  led  man  to  sin  in  an  effort  to  be  as  God, 
was  the  demand  for  clothing  for  his  body.  Amid 
all  the  wrecks*  of  sin  that  followed,  the  demand  for 
dress  for  the  body  has  ever  been,  arid  is  yet  first  in 
power  and  importance.  Fashion,  with  its  extrava- 
gance, display  and  power,  is  but  the  development  | 
of  pride' 

man's  fall  and  shame  in  Eden  i^SP  Satanic 
for  self-exaltation.  While  pride  awakens  unmeas- 
ured concern  about  the  adornment  of  the  body,  it 
is  totally  indifferent  to  the  nakedness,  poverty, 
corruption  and  degradation  of  the  soul.  Pride  is 
not  weakened  or  disturbed  by  the  greatest  wicked- 
ness or  the  deepest  crimes,  but  it  sustains  the  heart 
in  sin.  Wickedness  and  pride  go  hand  in  hand  and 
among  all  "  pride  is  the  chief  demon  of  the  human 
heart." 

The  political  parties  of  our  country  will  soon  be 
framing  their  platforms  and  inviting  all  who  will  to 
unite  thereon.  The  platform  of  the  kingdom  of 
this  world  was  framed  in  Eden.  Its  chief  plank  is 
pride;  its  policy,  self-exaltation.  Its  end  is  shame 
in  eternal  torment,  with  Satan,  the  prince  of  the 
world. 

The  platform  of  the  kingdom  of  God  was  framed 
in  heaven.  Its  policy  is  glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
est, and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  man. 
Its  end  is  heaven. 

Satan  is  soliciting  adherents  by  every  art.  "The 
Spirit  and  the  bride  say,  Come."  It  is  left  with  us 
to  decide  with  whom  we  will  join;  to  which  king- 
dom we  will  belong,  and  which  great  principle 
shall  be  the  foundation  upon  which  to  build  life, 
character  and  destiny  for  eternity. 
Warrensburg,  Mo. 


possible  to  renew  them  again  unto  repentance." 
In  the  other,  one  loving,  pitying,  reproving  look  of 
Jesus  melts  the  soul  to  tears  of  bitterness.  Heb. 
6:  4,  5,  6;  Luke  22:  61,  62.  In  one  case  they  are 
"past  feeling,"  "having  their  conscience  seared 
with  a  hot  iron."  Eph.  4:  19;  1  Tim.  4:  2.  In  the 
other,  "godly  sorrow  works  repentance  not  to  be 
repented  of."  No  man  can  "hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness  "  but  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The 
natural  man  cannot  appreciate  "the  beauty  of  holi- 
ness," nor  perceive  "the  exceeding  sinfulness  of 
sin."  These  are  the  prominent  characteristics  of 
your  condition.  You  are  under  the  gracious  minis- 
try of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Such  contrition  as  you 
feel,  and  such  longing  for  divine  fellowship  as  you 
manifest,  are  foreign  to  the  carnal  mind,  and  utter- 
ly alien  to  all  the  counterfeits  of  Satan. 

No,  you  have  not  "  sinned  away  your  day  of 
grace,"  as  you  fear.  Selfishness  has  many  forms, 
and  they  all  hinder  the  Holy  Ghost  from  fulfilling 
the  divine  purpose  in  us.  Great  coldness  and  tor- 
por may  result  from  our  self-seeking  and  self- 
pleasing;  but  the  unpardonable  sin  has  in  it  an 
element  which  arrays  the  deepest  capacities  of  our 
spiritual  constitution  in  positive  antagonism  to  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  is  blasphemy.  Matt.  11:  31;  Mark 
3:29.  It  is  despite.  Heb.  10:29.  It  is  to  "  count 
the  blood  wherewith  we  are  sanctified,  an  unholy 
thing."     Nothing  of  the  kind  have  you  ever  done. 

The  love  of  money,  and  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and 
indulgence  of  temper,  may  bring  great  darkness 
and  deadness  into  the  soul;  but  it  is  not  the  callos- 
ity that  supervenes  when  the  Spirit  is  finally 
quenched,  and  the  heart  is  petrified  beyond  restora- 
tion. Peter  had  cast  out  devils  in  Christ's  name, 
had  healed  the  sick  and  preached  the  Gospel;  and 
yet  he  labored  under  such  misapprehension  of  the 
true  character  and  mission  of  his  Master,  and  had 
such  a  ready  dominance  of  self  that,  in  the  hour  of 
trial,  a  woman  could  frighten  him  into  a  threefold 
denial  of  his  Lord  with  cursing  and  swearing. 
Peter  really  loved  Jesus;  but  loved  himself  very 
""c  ""cement  ,  weU  tQo  That  sharneful  triumph  of  the  carna. 
demand  for  dress.     I^the  badge  of    ^^  taught  him  his  ignorancer  his  weaknesSi  and 


Col.  2:  9,  10.  Being  in  the  church  will  not  save 
you,  but  being  in  Christ  and  Christ  in  you.  John 
14:  20.  "God  is  my  salvation:  I  will  intst,  and  not 
be  afraid!'  Isa.  12:  2.  "  Therefore  with  joy  shall  we 
draw  water  out  of    the    wells    of 


Verse  3. 

What  a  well  is 

omless  a 

i  the  Godhead 

Matt,  u: 

28.    So  are  ar 

take  God 

at  His  word 

will  you 

know  what  Je< 
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It  is   God's 

your  pnv 

ilege  to  live  c 

14:  23. 
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John  3:  16I  It  is  as  fath- 
So  is  Heb.  7:  35.  So  is 
■  a  hundred  others.  If  you 
n  these  declarations,  then 
us  means  in  John  4:  14  and 
will,  God's  provision,  and 
i/ery  day  and  hour  in  John 


COUNCIL-MEETINGS. 


IS  THERE  HOPE? 


BY  C.  H.  BALSDAUGH. 


letter 
case, 
yours 


Beloved: — 

Your  sad,  heart-broken  and  heart-breaking 
is  here.  Yours  is  by  no  means  an  exceptional 
I  receive  life-records  of  a  darker  hue  than 
To  lose  the  sense  of  the  divine  favor  is  a 
bitter  experience.  But  to  lose  the  divine  presence 
in  fact  is  incomparably  more  dreadful.  "There  is  a 
sin  unto  death,"  for  which  we  are  not  encouraged 
to  pray.  1  John  5:  16.  "And  there  is  a  sin  not 
unto  death."     Verse  17.     In  the  one  case  it  is  "  im- 


the  folly  and  danger  of  self-confidence, 

There  is  as  much  hope  for  you  as  for  Peter. 
You  need  a  blessed  Pentecost  to  make  you  "more 
conqueror,"  and  gloriously  fulfill  Luke  10:  19 
and  2  Thess.  I:  II,  12.  So  long  as  we  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  Gospel  of  the  first  century  is  also  the 
Gospel  of  the  nineteenth,  we  will  not  rise  into  any 
high  altitude  of  joy  or  power.  So  long  as  we 
ascribe  to  divine  arrangement  the  absence  of  apos- 
tolic fervor  and  power,  God  will  not  display  His 
might,  and  reveal  the  riches  of  His  grace,  in  spite 
of  our  unbelief. 

You  have  great  reason  to  "weep  bitterly,"  and 
humble  yourself  in  the  dust  before  God;  but  you 
are  not  justified  in  "limiting  the  Holy  One  of  Isra- 
el." "His grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."  The  unpar- 
donable sin  implies  not  meagerness  of  divine  re- 
sources, nor  want  of  divine  compassion  and  sym- 
pathy; but  the  utter  paralysis  of  the  soul  in  its 
capacity  for  repentance  and  faith.  If  this  were 
your  condition,  you  would  never  have  conceived 
the  thought  of  writing  me  such  a  pathetic,  penitent, 
Christ-hungering  letter.  Nothing  but  the  Holy 
Spirit  could  have  dictated  such  an  epistle. 

Believe  it,  Rom.  15:13  is  for  you.  So  is  Heb 
8:  12.  I  am  sure  you  are  not  afflicted  with  the 
strange  and  pitiful  fancy  that  to  hunt  up  Bible 
texts  is  too  irksome*  a  task  to  be  complied  with 
The  Holy  Ghost  reader  will  eagerly  lay  aside  the 
paper  for  a  few  minutes  in  order  to  turn  to  the 
divine  pantry  to  gather  the  crumbs  direct  fron 
God's  table.  Believe  it,  the  Holy  Ghost  unlocks 
the  Sacred  Oracles  as  no  college  professor  or  doc 
tor  of  divinity  possibly  can.  We  are  to  read  and 
study  and  meditate;  but  these  will  not  bring  us 
into  direct  contact  with  the  mind  of  God.  That  v. 
the  exclusive  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Christiani 
ty  is  precisely  what  its  name  imports;  it  is  very 
Christ  in  man  by  faith.    Eph.  3:  17. 

"The  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God."     I  C 
I-  21     Christ  was  the  perfect  man.    And  there  is 
no  completing  of  our  individuality  but  in  Him. 
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of  the  church  as  the  Lord 
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hould  be  encouraged  to  help  arrange  the 
business  and  thus  learn  how  to  do  the  business  of 
the  church  by  doing  it,  the  same  as  the  boy  learns 
to  skate  by  skating. 

2.  Let  all  church  councils  be  made  as  edifying  to 
all  as  possible.  For  this,  promptness,  on  the  part 
of  the  officials  of  the  church,  is  essential.  The  eld- 
er in  charge  should  see  to  it  that  the  official  mem- 
bers of  the  church  meet  one  hour  before  the  time 
for  council,  to  outline  a  program  of  such  business 
as  is  ready  to  come  before  the  church. 

3.  Let  the  elder  see  to  it  that  he  is  in  his  place, 
to  call  the  meeting  to  order  and  open  the  meeting 
promptly  at  the  time  announced  for  the  council. 
The  meeting  should  be  opened  by  singing  and 
prayer,  after  which  a  few  verses  of  suitable  Scrip- 
ture should  be  read,  and  a  few  appropriate  remarks 
made  by  the  Moderator  or  some  one  designated  by 
him. 

4.  Let  the  Minutes  of  former  meeting  be  read  by 
the  Clerk,  after  which  the  Moderator  should  say, 
"You  have  heard  the  reading  of  the  Minutes.  If 
no  corrections  are  offered,  they  will  stand  approved 
as  read." 

5.  Unfinished  business  comes  next  in  order  as  it 
is  entered  upon  the  Minutes,  unless  otherwise  or- 
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after 


item 
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posed  of.  After  an  item  is  dec 
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the  meeting,  which,  if  seconded  by  another  mem- 
ber, may  be  entertained  by  the  Moderator,  who 
should  then  require  every  member  who  desires  to 
speak  to  confine  himself  to  the  motion;  that  is,  to 
give  reasons  why  the  motion  should  or  should  not 
pass,  as  now  before  the  house.  If  the  motion  be 
not  satisfactory,  as  before  the  house,  any  member 
has  a  right  to  move  an  amendment  to  it,  which,  if 
seconded,  takes  the  precedence  of  the  main  ques- 
tion, and,  if  voted  on  and  lost,  the  main  ques- 
tion remains  before  the  house  as  before.  If  the 
amendment,  as  proposed,  is  carried,  the  question 
stands  before  the  house  as  amended,  and  is  ready 
for  further  action.  The  utmost  freedom  to  speak 
on  the  question  should  be  accorded  to  any  member 
who  has  anything  to  say  directly  on  the  motion  be- 
fore the  house.  The  Moderator  should  not  allow 
members  to  converse  with  their  neighbors  while  in 
session.  This  is  utterly  out  of  order,  and  should 
not  be  allowed.  Members,  at  variance  with  each 
other,  must  not  be  allowed,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  discuss  their  grievances  with  each  other 
before  the  congregation.  One  may  ask  the  other  a 
question,  or  request  an  explanation,  after  he  has 
obtained  permission  to  do  so  from  the  Moderator, 
in  the  presence  of  the  congregation. 
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WHAT  A  GOOD  MODERATOR  WILL  DO. 

1.  He  will  be  promptly  in  his  place,  and  see  that 
the  meeting  is  opened  at  the  time  specified  for  th< 
meeting  to  begin. 

2.  Having  a  progam  of  business  previously  ar- 
ranged, he  will  avoid  private  counseling  with  other 
official  members  in  the  presence  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

3.  He  will  see  that  business  moves  off  briskly,  by 
keeping  the  speakers  to  the  point  under  considera- 
tion. 

4.  He  will,  at  the  proper  time,  take  the  vote  and 
announce  the  result.  A  fair  and  speedy  way  to 
take  the  vote  on  ordinary  questions  is  the  way  the 
brethren  do  at  Annual  and  District  Meetings. 
First  by  asking:  "Are  there  any  objections  to  the 
motion?"  If  none  are  offered,  he  declares  it 
passed.  If  objections  are  offered,  he  will  say:  "All 
in  favor  of  the  motion  will  make  it  known  by 
standing."  Then,  "All  opposed  to  the  motion  will 
make  it  known  in  the  same  way." 

WHAT  A  GOOD  MODERATOR  WILL  NOT  DO. 

i.  He  will  neither  make,  second,  nor  discuss,  a 
motion  while  moderator. 

2.  He  will  not  express  a  preference  for  either 
side  unless  there  be  a  tie  vote.  Then  he  may  vote 
his  preference. 

Church  councils  thus  conducted  will  be  likely  to 
be  well  attended  by  the  members,  and  will  prove 
an  inspiration  and  a  benefit  to  all. 

AlcPherson,  Kans. 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  CHRIST. 

BY  JOHN  HARSHBARGER. 

If,  what  is  recorded  in  the  first  four  books  of  the 
New  Testament  was  under  the  Law  un'il  Pentecost, 
then  John  the  Baptist  and  the  result  of  his  woik, 
Christ,  the  Savior,  and  all  of  his  work,  the  twelve 
apostles,  the  seventy  disciples  and  also  many 
other  brethren  were  all  under  the  Law.  Ac- 
cording to  that  theory  all  these  were  under  the 
Law  until  Pentecost, — up  to  the  day  when  'he 
Holy  Ghost  was  introduced,  who  suddenly  brought 
things  to  a  crisis,  recognizing  the  twelve  apostles, 
as  they  stood  under  the  Law,  the  seventy  disciples 
in  their  relation,  as  also  the  five  hundred  brethren. 
At  that  time,  it  is  said,  they  were  all  brought  under 
the  Gospel  and,  by  virtue  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
apostles  composed  a  collection  of  doctrines,  as  a 
form  of  worship,  by  originating  some  things  in 
connection  with  those  things  that  they  brought 
over  from  Christ  under  the  Law,  re-enacting  them. 
All  that  was  not  thus  brought  over  and  re-enacted, 
remained  with  the  Law  of  Moses. 

Then,  as  the  apostles  did  not  bring  over  and  re- 
enact  all  that  seemed  necessary  for  the  growth  of 
the  Christian  church  and  the  form  of  worship,  the 
church  to-day,  in  the  use  of  those  things  not 
brought  over,  is  still  going  back  under  the  Law, 
namely,  for  the  great  commission,  Matt.  28:  19, 
which  contains  the  authority  and  the  formula  for 
baptizing,  and  the  pattern  given  by  Christ  in  the 
Lord's  Supper  and  Communion  service.  Mark  14: 
20-25;  Luke  22:  19-21;  John  13;  1  Cor.  11:23-33. 
The  church's  discipline  is  given  in  Matt.  18:  15-23. 
Let  us  now  see  what  Inspiration  says  about  the 
Law  of  Moses.  For  the  law  was  given  by  Moses, 
but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ."  John 
1:  17.  This  gives  positive  testimony  that  the  Law 
and  Christ  are  separate  things.  Grace  and  truth 
did  not  come  by  the  Law  of  Moses,  but  by  Christ, 
and  by  him  all  that  believe  are  justified  from  all 
things,  "  from  which  ye  could  not  be  justified  by 
the  Law  of  Moses."    Acts  13:  39. 

From  this  we  learn  that  Christ  is  the  perfection 
of  justification  and  salvation,  independent  of  the 
Law.  Moses,  in  giving  a  prophecy  to  the  fathers, 
declared  that  in  all  things  Christ  is  to  be  head. 
Acts  3:  22,  23.  Moses,  in  the  days  of  Christ,  was 
again  brought  to  the  earth,  and,  at  the  transfigura- 
tion upon  the  mount,  was  permitted  to  hear  from 
heaven  the  blessed  verdict,  "This  is  my  beloved 
Son;  hear  ye  him:'    This  was  a  ratification  of  the 


words  uttered  by  him  long  before.  Here  is  a  plain 
declaration  of  the  Savior,  directly  in  point,  "There- 
fore whosoever  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and 
doeth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man, 
which  built  his  house  upon  a  rock.  .  .  And  ev- 
ery one  that  heareth  these  sayings  of  mine,  and 
doeth  them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a  foolish 
man,  which  built  his  house  upon  the  sand."  Matt. 
7:  24,  26. 

It  could  not  have  been  the  sayings  of  the  apos- 
tles, after  having  been  brought  over  from  under  the 
Law,  that  would  liken  them  to  a  wise  man,  were 
they  to  hear  and  do  those  precepts,  but  it  was  the 
sayings  of  Christ.  "And  he  answered  and  said 
unto  them,  My  mother  and  my  brethren  are  tliese 
which  hear  the  Word  of  God,  and  do  it."  Luke 
8:21.  Those  whom  the  Savior  called  his  mother 
and  his  brethren  were  such  as  heard  Uhe  Word  of 
God  and  obeyed  it.  They  did  not  have  to  wait 
until  Pentecost  to  find  out  what  portion  of  the 
Word  of  God  should  be  re-enacted,  so  as  to  obey 
it,  but  the  Word  of  God,  to  be  heard  and  obeyed, 
was  the  word  spoken  by  Christ,  "Verily,  verily,  I 
say  unto  you,  If  a  man  keep  my  saying,  he  shall 
never  see  death."    John  8:  51. 

The  Savior  here  means  that  those  who  would 
keep  his  sayings,  just  as  he  spoke  them,  should  be 
saved  from  the  seeond  death.  He  tells  them, 
"  Notwithstanding,  in  this  rejoice  not,  that  the 
spirits  are  subject  unto  you;  but  rather  rejoice,  be- 
cause your  names  are  written  in  heaven."  Luke 
10:  16-20.  The  names  of  those  seventy  whom  the 
Savior  sent  out  also,  to  preach  the  Gospel,  were  re- 
corded in  heaven. 

The  Gospel  was  preached  before  Pentecost, 
"The  beginning  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God."  Mark  1:  1.  This  refers  to  John  the 
Baptist.  (See  verses  2  to  4;  also  14  and  15.)  Aft- 
er John  was  put  in  prison,  Jesus  came  into  Galilee, 
preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
saying,  "  Repent  ye,  and  believe  the  gospel."  Here 
the  Savior,  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  taught  faith 
1  repentance. 

n  Luke  4:  18  the  Savior  declared  that  the  Lord 
had  anointed  him  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
(See  verse  21.)  "And  he  began  to  say 
unto  them,  This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfilled  in 
ars."  He  did  not  say,  "  After  Pentecost,"  or 
"at  some  future  day,"  but  "  vow" — this  day, — "it 
s  fulfilled."  "And  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  one  of 
those  days,  as  he  taught  the  people  in  the  temple, 
and  preached  the  gospel,  the  chief  priests  and  the 
scribes  came  upon  him  with  the  elders."  Luke 
20:  1. 

Much  more  testimony  might  be  presented  to 
prove  that  John,  Christ,  the  apostles  and  the  sev- 
enty preached  the  Gospel  before  Pentecost,  and 
that  in  preaching  this  Gospel  they  taught  faith,  re- 
pentance and  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins. 

How  does  all  of  this  compare  with  the  sayings 
gone  forth  from  the  press,— spread  broadcast  over 
the  land,— namely,  that  the  first  four  books  fur- 
nish us  with  a  biographical  description  of  Christ, 
that  there  is  no  plan  of  salvation  set  forth  in  this 
part  of  the  Scriptures,  that  there  is  no  Christian 
worship  mentioned  in  this  part  of  the  Bible? 
Skepticism  and  infidelity  have  been  condemned 
and  exposed  by  Bible  students,  but  this  bold  de- 
nial of  Christianity,  this  sharp  thrust  at  salvation, 
will  continue  to  do  its  deadly  work  until  it  may  be 
too  late.  What  do  R  ,bert  Ingersoll  and  Tom 
Paine  teach?  Do  they  not  tell  us  that  Christ 
brought  no  plan  of  salvation,  and  that  there  is 
none?  I  ask,  Which  should  be  watched  closer  and 
deserves  the  severest  rebuke,— the  kind  of  infideli 
ty  that  gets  into  the  church  or  that  which  remains 
outside? 

The  Bible  is  the  Book  of  God.  He  is  taking 
care  of  it,  and  the  truth  still  remains,  that  the  first 
four  books  in  the  New  Testament  contain  the  doc- 
trine of  Christ,  and  that  the  doctrine  of  Christ  con 
tains  the  plan  of  salvation,  and  that  this  plan  of 
salvation  is  made  accessible  on  the  condition  that 
we  accept  and  obey  from  the  heart  that  form  of 
doctrine  delivered.  The  doctrine  of  salvation  is  in 
the   first    four    books    plainly    taught    separately, 


namely,  honesty,  faith,  repentance,  conversion,  the 
new  birth,  regeneration,  to  love  God  and  how,  bap- 
tism for  the  remission  of  sins,  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the 
Lord's  Supper,  feet-washing,  the  Communion,  a 
new  commandment  (to  love  one  another),  peace, 
self-denial,  to  do  good,  to  bear  the  cross,  prayer,  to 
become  learners  or  disciples,  charity,  righteousness, 
holiness,  how  to  gain  the  honor  of  the  Father,  to 
sufler  persecution,  how  to  resist  the  devil,  how  to 
ship  God,  how  to  krvpw  the  Father's  will,  the 
danger  of  riches,  to  be  lowly,  not  to  desecrate  the 
house  of  God,  not  to  work  secretly,  to  take  care  of 
he  poor,  not  to  resist  evil,  not  to  swear  by  any 
iath,  Christ's  disciples  not  of  the  world,  not  to  be 
xalted,  not  to  commit  murder,  not  to  commit 
dultery,  not  to  be  fornicators,  not  to  become  cov- 
tous,  not  to  steal,  not  to  bear  false  witness,  honor 
father  and  mother,  not  to  act  the  hypocrite,  the 
resurrection,  the  just  judgment  of  God  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  the  Son  after  the  resurrection. 

In  the  great  commission  we  have  the  doctrine  or 
the  commandments  set  forth  collectively, — "teach- 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you."  We  have,  in  the  face  of  all  this, 
men  who  claim  to  be  teachers  of  salvation,  and  yet, 
from  the  sacred  stand,  as  well  as  through  the  press, 
they  tell  the  people  thai  there  is  no  plan  of  salva- 
tion set  forth  in  the  four  Gospels,  and  that  there  is 
no  form  of  Christian  worship  mentioned  in  that 
part  of  the  Bible. 

it  not  remarkably  strange  that  intelligent  peo- 
ple will  claim  the  doctrine  of  the  New  Testament 
d  then  deny  it?  Is  it  consistent  to  lay  claim  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  then  turn  around  and  deny  him? 
What  makes  this  matter  still  more  perplexing  and 
astounding  is,  that  the  cry  all  the  while  is  "  Bible, 
the  whole  Bible,  and  only  the  Bible,"  while  it  is  a 
fact  that,  when  men  deny  the  first  four  books, — 
laiming  there  is  no  plan  of  salvation  set  forth  there- 
in, and  that  no  Christian  worship  is  mentioned,  cut- 
ting out  even  many  passages  in  the  epistolary  writ- 
, — they,  in  substance,  deny  nearly  all  of  the 
/  Testament '^so,  instead  of  the  Bible,  and  only 
the  Bible,  it  is  only  a  little  of  the  Bible,  and  not  the 
whole  Bible.  To  the  superficial  observer  that  kind 
of  saying  might  appear  all  right,  but  when  we  look 
closely,  we  see  differently.  "Take  heed  that  no 
man  deceive  you."  Matt.  24:  4. 
Jcffcrsonville,  III. 


THE   WONDERFUL  BOOK. 


BY    A.     HUTCHISON. 


The  above  is  the  wording  of  the  subject  selected 
for  our  prayer-meeting  this  week.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  is  much  in  it.  The  scripture  cited  was 
Psa.  119:  29,  and  reads  as  follows,  "  Remove  from 
me  the  way  of  lying:  and  grant  me  thy  law  gra- 
ciously." David  here  expresses  a  strong  desire  for 
a  more  intimate  acquaintance  with,  and  a  more  far- 
reaching  knowledge  of  God's  law.  This  is  certain- 
ly a  lawful  and  praiseworthy  desire,  which  ought  to 
find  a  full  reception  into  our  hearts,  as  well  as  that 
of  David.  When  we  look  at  the  law  that  governs 
in  this  great  universe,  we  are  made  to  adopt  the 
language  of  Israel's  sweet  singer,  and  say,  "Such 
knowledge  is  too  wonderful  for  me;  it  is  high,  I 
cannot  attain  unto  it."  Psa.  139:  6.  This  question 
may  be  looked  at  from  whatever  standpoint  we 
choose, — it  is  grand  beyond  our  finite  capacities  to 
fathom.  And  yet  it  is  altogether  lawful  for  us  to 
desire  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  greatness 
of  that  law  and  its  author.  We  might  imagine  that 
we  know  more  than  our  fellows,  or  our  ancestors, 
but  when  we  begin  to  launch  our  frail  bark  into  the 
deep  for  a  draught,  we  soon  see  unmistakable  signs 
that  some  one  has  been  ahead  of  us.  We  are  soon 
left  in  the  back-grounds,  like  the  astronomers  who 
were  disposed  to  make  sport  of  Job's  astronomical 
presentation,  where  he  says  (speaking  of  the  won- 
derful works  of  God),  "  He  stretcheth  out  the  north 
over  the  empty  place,  and  hangeth  the  earth  upon 
nothing."  Job  26:  7.  Yet  they  have  long  since 
learned  that  Job  was  only  in  advance  of  them.    So 
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when  we  undertake  to  reach  the  heights,  and 
depths,  and  span  the  extent  of  the  great  works  of 
God,  we  will  soon  see  the  foolishness  of  man,  as 
compared  with  the  wisdom  of  God.  Like  that  one 
of  old,  we  will  be  ready  to  say,  "  Remove  from  me 
the  way  of  lying,  and  grant  me  thy  law  graciously." 
When  we  undertake  to  study  this  "  wonderful 
Book,"  we  then  begin  to  realize  something  of  what 
Riul  says.  Rom.  i:  20  reads,  "For  the  invisible 
things  of  him,  from  the  creation  of  the  world  are 
dearly  seen,  being  understood  by  the  things  that 
are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead. 
When  we  take  a  view  of  the  handiwork  of  the  Great 
First  Cause,  as  seen  in  the  material  world,  we  are 
ready  to  say,  "  O  sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song; 
for  he  hath  done  marvelous  things."  Psa.  98:  1. 
While  tire  Lord  of  glory  has  made  it  our  duty  to 
"walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight,"  yet  I  am  glad  to 
know  that  he  has  opened  before  us  the  great  Book 
of  nature,  from  which  we  can  draw  so  many  grand 
lessons,  by  which  we  may  be  helped  up  to  a  higher 
plane  in  the  greatest  of  all  Books,  wherein  his  love 
is  revealed  to  man.  Now,  after  the  above  references 
to  God's  great  universe,  and  the  laws  by  which  it  is 
controlled,  let  us  see  something  of  the  law  of  love. 
"  For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  John 
3:  16.  Here  we  have  one  of  the  great  factors  in 
this  wonderful  Book,  set  forth  in  such  language  as 
cannot  be  misunderstood,  and  while  we  are  contem- 
plating the  glories  of  God's  great  regard  for  man, 
let  us  not  forget  that  the  Author  of  this  law  of  love 
and  good-will  to  man,  must  also  exercise  justice  as 
well  as  love  and  mercy.  We  read  in  James  4:  12: 
"  There  is  one  lawgiver,  who  is  able  to  save  and  to 
destroy."  Therefore  we  ought  to  see  to  it  that  our 
relation  to  Christ  is  such  as  to  have  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ  applied  to  us.  If  we  could  be  saved 
by  obeying  the  letter  of  this  wonderful  Book,  then 
we  could  make  our  own  way  to  the  better  land 
without  Christ.  But  we  cannot  be  saved  without 
the  Spirit,  "  for  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
/fchrist  he  is  none  of 'his."  Rom.  8:  9.  Then  we 
pan  easily  see,  that,  while  we  need  tha  letter,  we  al- 
'so  need  the  Spirit.  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  per- 
fect, and  in  order  that  its  work  with  us  may  be 
complete,  the  Spirit  must  be  in  us.  The  law  of  the 
Lord  tells  us:  "  To  whom  God  would'  make  known 
what  is  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  this  mystery  among 
the  Gentiles;  which  is  Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of 
glory."     Col.  1:  27. 


BY   B.    E.    KESLER. 


I.  When  God  givas  his  people  a  command,  that 
command  remains  in  force  until  revoked  by  him. 
When  Balak's  messengers  came  to  Balaam,  he 
lodged  them  for  the  night,  until  he  might  inquire  of 
God  how  to  reply  to  their  request,  and  God's  com- 
mand was:  "Thou  shalt  not  go  with  them;  thou 
shalt  not  curse  the  people:  for  they  are  blessed." 
Num.  22:  12. 

This  ought  to  have  been  enough  for  Balaam,  cer- 
tainly, and  it  ought  to  be  enough  for  us  too.  But 
how  did  Balaam  act  in  the  case?  How  do  we  act  in 
similar  cases?  When  the  second  deputation  came 
to  Balaam,  by  more  princes  and  more  honorable 
men,  he  at  once  asked  God  if  he  was  really  in 
earnest  about  his  not  going  and  cursing  the  people, 

if  he  really  meant  just  what  he  said  about  the 
matter. 

Was  Balaam  right  in  doing  so?  Was  it  his  pre- 
rogative to  question  the  plain  declaration  and 
command  of  God?  No?  Well,  then,  when  he  says 
to  us:  "If  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against  thee, 
go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  him 
alone," — \\\s  fault,  remember,  not  some  imaginary 
something,  but  his  fault.  If  it  is  an  imaginary 
something,  be  quiet;  if  *  fault,  go  tell  him.  Do  we 
'hat  way,  or  do  we  act  the  part  of  Balaam, 
sometimes?  Again,  "Be  not  conformed  to  this 
"orld;"  What  do  you  mean,  Paul?  Vou  don't 
meanjmy  clothing,  dojyou?    You  don't  mean  the 


social  ball,  the  modern  church  entertainment,  relig- 
ious (?)  frolic?  You  certainly  don't  mean  the 
modern  way  of  attracting  large  crowds  to  our 
churches— organs,  violins,  harps,  dulcimers,  pic- 
nics, Christmas  festivities,  and  many  such  like 
things?  Paul  says:  "Be  not  conformed  to  the 
world."  This  is  what  I  mean.-just  what  I  said, 
and  you  need  not  expect  any  other  answer  from 
me. 

Now,  dear  reader,  be  candid  with  yourself,  do 
you  do  as  above  indicated? 

2.  The  Lord  always  has  a  good  motive,  a  good 
reason,  for  everything  he  does.  Why,  then,  did 
he  finally  suffer  Balaam  to  go?  Ans.— Balaam 
probably  did  not  see  the  motive.  He  was  tempted 
with  a  bribe,  and  promotion  to  great  honor  if  he 
came.  This  may  have  been  the  cause  of  his  blind- 
ness, but  the  Lord  would  have  him  know  that  it  is 
his  duty  to  be  submissive  and  obey,  asking  no 
questions  as  to  why  or  wherefore.  The  command 
was:  "  Thou  shalt  not  go  with  them;  thou  shalt  not 
curse  the  people,  for  they  are  blessed." 

Why  should  he  go  if  the  people  were  blessed 
and  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  curse  them?  Now, 
the  Lord  had  a  good  reason  for  refusing  to  let 
Balaam  go,  and  if  he  had  not  turned  aside  he 
would  have  been  slain  for  his  faithlessness.  Why 
does  the  Bible  say:  Believe  on  Christ,  repent,  and 
then  observe  all  the  ordinances  of  the  house  of 
God,  together  with  other  duties  enjoined?  Will 
the  Lord  be  pleased  when  we  begin  to  question 
his  motives  in  what  he  requires  of  us?  The  great 
trouble  with  Balaam  was,  he  was  tempted  by  a 
bribe,  and  promotion  to  great  honor,  and  wanted 
God  to  reverse  his  command. 

"Tarry  ye  also  this  night,  and  I  will  see  what  the 
Lord  will  say  to  me  more."  Was  that  a  similar 
temptation  to  those  with  which  Balak,— Satan  — 
now  tempts  the  carnal  mind  to  question  Christ's 
motives  in  his  commands?  And  do  we  encounter 
the  same  trouble  that  confronted  Balaam? 

3.  Satan  is  always  on  the  alert,  and  if  he  tempts 
us  in  one  point  and  fails,  he  tries  another.  Balak 
showed  Israel  to  Balaam  from  three  places, — with- 
out effect,  however,  for  "he  hath  not  beheld  iniq- 
uity in  Jacob,  neither  hath  he  seen  perversenes  in 
Israel.    The  Lord  his  God  is  with  him." 

So  Satan  may  tempt  us  with  jewelry.  He  may 
tell  us  about  "non-essentials,"  or  say  that  "it 
makes  no  difference  if  only  the  heart  is  right." 
Not  likely  he  will  mention  all  of  these  at  the  same 
time,  but,  like  Balak,  he  will  only  see  how  abund- 
antly God  has  blessed  us,  if,  like  Israel,  neither  in- 
iquity nor  perverseness  is  found  among  us. 


A  living  life  is  better  than  a  dead  life.  Dead- 
ness  in  the  living  is  more  awful  lhan  death;  for  it  is 
a  self-deceptive  state  in  which  One  believes  himself 
quite  alive,  while,  so  far  as  results  and  effects  of 
that  life  are  concerned,  he  is  essentially  dead. 
Hence  the  reproachful  comment  so  often  made  up- 
on individuals,  societies,  or  communities,  that  they 
are  "  dead  and  alive."  The  living  are  in  danger  of 
dying  at  any  moment.  Thousands  of  persons  live 
in  the  dread  of  it.  But  the  danger  of  falling  into 
inertness,  useles=ness,  or  deadness,  while  one  con- 
gratulates himself  that  he  still  lives  on,  is  a  danger 
far  more  to  be  dreaded.     While  we  live,  let  us  live. 


^-THE  i  SUNDAY  t  SCHOOLS 


LESSON  LIQMT-FLASHES. 
Warning  to  the  Disciples.— Luke  32:  34-37. 

{Lesson  for  June  7,  1896.) 

The  Christ-life  was  one  of  teaching  from  begin- 
ing  to  end,  and  while  much  of  this  teaching  was 
given  to  the  people  as  he  came  in  contact  with 
them,  yet  no  small  part  of  it  was  directed  to  his 
chosen  ones,  that  they  might  so  get  that  life  imbued 
into  their  lives  as  to  enable  them  to  make  it  a 
part  of  their  own.  In  this  lesson  we  have  some  of 
his  very  last  teachings  to  his  chosen  witnesses. 

"And  there  was  also  a  strife  among  them." 
Strife  among  the  people  was  a  very  common  fault, 


But  the  strange  part  was  that  this  sin  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  outside  world.     It  was  part  of  the  life 


of  those  with  whom  he  w; 
pointing  toward  a  bettei 
supposed  that  this  strife  ' 
the  oldest  of  the  disciple: 
two  younge 


s  especially  laboring  and 
standard  of  living.     It  is 

'as  mainly  between  Peter, 
and  the  two  sons  of  Zeb- 
The  question  was  that  of 


priority  of  standing,  perhaps  among  themselves,  as 
they  were  now  laboring  and  also  looking  forward 
to  the  new  kingdom  and  condition  of  things  to 
which  they  were  expectantly  looking. 

To  get  away  from  the  love  for  position  was  a 
feeling  that'  they  were  slow  in  developing,  and  we 
do  not  need  to  wonder  at  it  because,  in  that  country 
and  time,  it  was  the  greatly-cherished  desire  on 
the  part  of  all  who  had  any  hope  in  that  direction. 
The  class  lines  were  sharply  drawn  in  all  grades  of 
society,  and  it  was  the  dividing  line  between  a  life  of 
luxury  and  ease,  and  one  of  servitude  and  drudgery. 

In  all  the  walks  of  life  the  highest  seats,  the  hon- 
orable positions  and  the  softest  conditions  were 
anxiously  sought  after,  and  these  came  through 
age,  birth  and  assumed  qualifications. 

The  breaking  down  of  this  class  and  position  idea 
was  part  of  the  mission  of  Christ,  and  much  of  his 
teaching  leaned  in  that  direction.  As  we  think  of 
their  advantages  and  the  teachings  they  had,  both 
by  precept  and  example,  we  are  made  to  feel,  how 
very  dull  they  were  in  comprehending  these  truths. 
Yes,  perhaps  they  were  a  little  dull  of  comprehen- 
sion, but  how  is  it  with  his  disciples  of  to-day?  Do 
we  not  have  old  Peters  and  young  aspiring  Johns 
and  Jameses  to-day  who  are  striving  for  positions 
and  preferred  seats  in  the  church?  If  so,  the  warn- 
ing comes  as  pointedly  to  us  as  it  did  to  these  breth- 
ren who  are  more  directly  addressed  in  the  lesson. 

"  And  he  said  unto  them,  The  Kings  of  the  Gen- 
tiles exercise  lordship  over  them."  And  so  they 
did.  They  exercised  discretionary,  if  not  unlimited, 
power  with  their  trophies  achieved  in  war.  Large 
victories  meant  a  large  distribution  of  gifts  among 
the  soldiers,  and  because  of  this,  those  who  gave  were 
called  benefactors  and  the  receivers  beneficiaries. 

This  giving  and  receiving  ran  down  through  all 
classes,  and  by  this  means  the  lords  held  their  grip 
on  those  who  served  and  did  the  labor.  The  de- 
sire to  be  able  to  give  inspired  the  lord,  and  the 
wish  to  receive  on  the  part  of  the  servant  led  to 
zeal  in  service  and  effort  to  conquer.  Thus  the 
two  conditions  were  made  to  sustain  each  other, 
while  both  were  morally  wrong,  because  the  gains 
thus  made  were  those  of  spoil  and  robbery  from 
their  fellow-men.  Therefore  he  says  to  his  disci- 
ples: "  But  ye  shall  not  be  so,  but  he  that  is  great- 
est among  you.  let  him  be  as  the  younger,  and  he 
that  is  chief,  as  he  that  doth  serve."  Or,  in  other 
words,  the  whole  order  is  changed  and  reversed. 
This  lesson  he  most  truly  enforced  when  he  washed 
the  disciples' feet.  "If  I  your  Lord  and  Master  " 
have  served  you,  ye  ought  also  to  serve  one  anoth- 
er. To  get  away  from  this  order,  this  service,  is  to 
get  away  from  the  teachings  of  the  Master. 

As  the  world  estimates,  he  that  sitteth  at  meat  is 
greater  than  he  that  serveth,  but  Christ  is  not  this 
one.  Such  was  not  his  purpose  and  mission.  He 
says:  "I  am  among  you  as  he  that  serveth."  And 
such  is  our  mission.  This  life  is  the  time  for  work- 
ing, tilling,  sowing.  The  reaping,  gathering  and  en- 
joying will  be  when  we  get  on  the  other  side.  How 
are  we  doing  it,  and  what  are  our  prospects?  What 
will  the  harvest  be?  As  we  sow,"  as  we  serve,  so 
shall  it  be. 

As  Christ  was  among  the  people  as  the  one  that 
served,  so  must  we  be,  in  this  our  day  and  genera- 
tion. When  we  are  filled  with  this  spirit  there  will 
be  no  room  left  for  strife  and  contention,  as  to  who 
is  the  oldest, -greatest  and  best.  The  great  ques- 
tion will  be.  How  can  I  serve  best?  The  servant  is 
not,  cannot  be,  greater  than  the  Master.  And  since 
the  Master  has  given  to  the  world  a  life  of  service, 
and  we  are  to  follow  him,  what  shall  our  life  be? 

All  around  us,  everywhere,  are  those  who  need 
sympathy,  kind  words,  lifting  up,  and  the  Christ 
says,  "  As  ye  do  it  unto  these,  ye  do  it  unto  me." 
In  this  way  we  may  serve  him.    Will  we  do  it? 

».  is,  S, 
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GOOD  AND  ILL 

Thh  \ 

ild  bee  sticks  from  bitt 

er  thyme 

A  sa 

vory,  luscious  honey, 

And  gathers  swe 

As  well  as  bow 
The  oyster  in  hei 

Conceals  a  grievance  cruel 
Till  from  her  painful  cross  and  wound 

Is  wrought  a  precious  jewel. 
The  leaves  assailed  by  blighting  blast 

With  hectic  Hush  are  tainted, 
Yet  gorgeously  in  aftermath 

The  forest  kings  are  painted; 
And  Winter  gives  a  biting  kiss 

From  chilling  lips  and  hoary, 
Yet  clothes  the  palace  and  the  wood 

With  wondrous,  matchless  glory! 
The  gathering  clouds  confront  the  sun, 

With  thrcat'ning  storm  and  thunder 
That  spoil  our  day— but  rainbow  comes, 

A  beauty  and  a  wonder; 
And  base-born  smoke,  soaring  to  heaver 

Obscures  the  blue  so  tender, 
Yet  lies  at  feet  of  dying  day 

A  wreathed,  crimson  splendor! 
The  opal's  luster  is  a  flaw 

Of  fissure  and  refraction, 
The  ruby's  gl 

In  sudden, 


:thn 


And  what  is  good  and  what  is  ill 

Lies  far  beyond  our  knowing. 
And  what  is  fair  and  what  is  foul 

Seems  only  in  the  showing! 
And  we,  in  life's  perplexities 

May  spare  our  pain  and  guessing, 
Since  bees  and  bivalves  teach  us  how 

From  evil  to  gain  blessing; 
Lo!  in  the  very  train  of  ill, 

Hope's  visions  are  attending, 
And  days  that  spring  in  leaden  gloom 

Have  oft  a  golden  ending! 

— Congregationalism 


;  unselfishness 


BY  G.  J.   FEKLKEN. 


id  commandments 


ness  which  cai 
leave  no  loss  < 


It 


nth  and  opii 


injunctii 


"  Be  courteous."— 1  Pet.  3:  8. 
This  is  one  of  the  thousa 
find  in    the  Book   of   book 
which  proceeded  from  the  i 
Peter,  written  not  in  the  e; 
when  he  was  yet  a  rough,  s 
many  years  later  whei 
the  gentle  spirit  of  th 
highest  style  of  a  man- 

What  is  courtesy?  It  has  been  defined 
lence  in  trifles  "  or  the  preference  of  othe 
selves  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  life.  Courtesy 
is  that  delicate  attention  to  the  feelings  of  others 
that  leads  us  to  avoid  any  act  or  deed  that  can 
cause  them  pain  or  inconvenience, — to  give  others 
the  kindly  care  that  will  add  in  every  way  to  their 
comfort  and  happiness,  and  keep  all  around  us  in  a 
5tatc  ofipleasant  feeling,    It  is  a  form  of  self-deni- 


al; hence,  the  foundation  of  courtesy 
and  a  desire  to  please. 

The  Bible,  by  both  precept  and  example,  incul- 
cates the  Christian  grace  of  courtesy.  We  think 
of  the  Savior  of  the  world  as  one  who  was  ever  gen- 
tle and  gracious.  It  is  a  virtue  which  it  behooves 
us  to  add  to  our  faith.  It  is  one  of  the  "  fruits  of 
the  Spirit,"  a  synonym  of  love,  gentleness,  good- 
ness, meekness,  unselfishness,  benevolence  of  an 
amiable  temper. 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  order  to  learn  this  virtue,  to 
go  to  court  and   practice  the  ceremonials  of  fine 
and  polished  society.     It  is,   and  ought  to  be,  the 
virtue  of  all  ranks,  and  ought  to  be  seen  in  the  cot- 
tage as  well  as  in  the  palace,  in  the  artificer's  shop 
as   well   as    in   the    fashionable   assembly,    in    the 
awkwardness  of  a  homely  and  untutored  peasant,  as 
well  as  in  the  refined   condescension  of  a  prince 
who  spreads  fascination  around  his  circle  of  peers 
and  delighted  visitors.     It  is  a  virtue  with   which 
every  man  is  invested!     Therefore  it  is  the  bound- 
en  duty  of  every  one  to  diffuse  satisfaction  around 
him  by  the  civility  of  his   manner;  to  look  with  a 
brother's  eye,  and  to  gladden  every  bosom  by  the 
engaging  affability  of  his  deportment.     The  exer- 
cise of  civility  costs  nothing!     It  calls  for  no  sacri- 
fice of  time,  or  money,  or  interest.     There  is  noth- 
ing to  fatigue  or  to  consume  in  this  delightful   ex- 
ercise because  it  is  the  spontaneous  flow  of  good  af- 
fections, and  consists  in  those  little  offices  of  kind- 
i  be  discharged  without  trouble  and 
>r  inconvenience  behind. 
In  dwelling  upon  courtesy,  I  am  not  recommend- 
g  the  sickening  formality  of  those  who  walk  by 
lie,  and  would  reduce  the  whole  of  human  life  to 
wire-bound  system  of  misery  and  constraint.     I, 
yself,    have    no    admiration   whatever    for    those 
hose  every  word  is   precise,  whose   every  move- 
ent    is    acceptable,    whose    manners    are     abun- 
dantly correct  and  who  are  versed  in  all  the  cate- 
gories of  excellent  behavior,  and  (as  is  often  the 
case)  may  not  have  a  particle  of  soul  or  of  cordiali- 
ty about  them. 

Nol  Instead  of  cringing  and  servile  manners, 
elegance  in  every  gesture,  gracefulness  in  every 
position,  I  want  the  heart  and  gayety  of  social  in- 
tercourse,— the  frankness  that  spreads  ease  and  an- 
imation around  it,  the  eye  that  speaks  affability  to 
all,  that  chases  timidity  from  every  bosom,  and 
tells  every  man  to  be  confident  and  happy.  What 
I  ask  is  only  to  enter  into  these  minuter  offices  of 
kindness  which  come  in  our  way,  and  can  be  per- 
formed without  trouble  and  without  inconvenience; 
to  come  forward  with  the  simple  offering  of  kind 
looks  and  obliging  expressions,  to  delight  the 
heart  of  all  around  us  by  the  consciousness  that 
they  possess  our  respect  and  tenderness. 

Nor  ought  these  little  courtesies,  which  society 
requires,  be  yielded  simply  because  they  are  social 
requirements,  in  which  case  they  will  be  often  done 
"  grudgingly  and  of  necessity."  They  ought  rather 
to  be  regarded  as  so  many  opportunities  of  compli- 
ance with  the  inspired  precept,  "  Be  courteous," 
and  be  done  cheerfully  "  as  to  the  Lord  and  not  un- 
to men,"  remembering  always  that  civility  confers 
happiness  upon  those  who  are  the  objects  of  it,  that 
it  is  like  the  dew  which  droppeth  upon  the  grass 
beneath,  blessing  him  who  gives  it  and  him  who  re- 


nated 

early  part  of  his  career 

swearing  fisherman,  but 

he  had  been  toned  down  by 

Master  and  had  become  the 

1  Christian  gentleman! 

nevo 


Courtesy  i 


•the 


■  ily,' 


oil  that  makes  the  machinery  of 
the  true,  inborn  politeness  of 
heart.  It  can  proceed  only  from  a  heart  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  There  may  be  such 
a  thing  as  "  rough  diamonds  "  in  society,  but  rude 
ness  is  not  an  indication  of  spirituality.  If  courtesy 
does  not  rank  with  the  virtues  of  truth,  honesty  and 
love  for  our  fellowmen,  it  is  the  outgrowth  of  them, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  index  to  them.  True 
politeness  is  a  heart  product,  pouring  oil  upon  the 
vexations  of  this  troublesome  life,  smoothing  away 
most  of  the  rudeness  that  otherwise  might  jar  upon 
our  nerves. 

An  Indian  chief,  at  an  official  interview,  was 
asked  by  President  Jackson,  "  How  is  it  that  you 
are  so  graceful,  never  having  studied  etiquette?  " 
"  Ah,"  said  the  phief,  "  J  have  no  mad  jn  me  npyyl " 


pure,  forbearing  and  uri 

Courtesy,  like  c' 
Many  persons  who  a 
in  company,  at  home 


To  drive  out  all  the  "  mad,"  i.  e.,  the  rudeness,  the 
bitterness,  the  anger,  the  hatred  is  to  be  polite!  It 
is  as  much  our  duty  to  be  genteel,  courteous,  gen- 
tlemanly, ladylike,  as  it  is  to  be  honest,  truthful, 

elfish. 

ty,  must  begin  at  home. 
the  very  cream  of  politeness 
■e  petulant,  rude  and  tyranni- 
cal, keeping  the  atmosphere  that  should  be  most 
serene,  clouded  and  dull;  carrying  the  face  that 
beams  with  smiles  outside,  with  gloom  or  indiffer- 
ence inside. 

We  have  careful  thoughts  for  the  stranger, 
And  smiles  for  the  sometime  guest; 

But  oft  for  our  own 

The  bitter  tone, 
Though  we  love  our  owo  the  best.  ■. 


"Ah!  lips  with  ( 


To  undo  the  work  of  the  morn. 
"  For  though  in  the  quiet  evening, 
You  may  give  me  the  kiss  of  peace, 

Yet  it  might  be 

That  never  for  me 
The  pain  of  the  heart  should  cease. 
"  How  many  go  forth  in  the  morning 
That  never  come  home  at  night 

And  hearts  have  broken 

For  harsh  words  spoken 
That  sorrow  can  never  set  right." 

It  is  astonishing  to  observe  how  many  from 
whom  we  might  expect  better  things  are  neglectful 
of  the  little  courtesies  of  life;  failing  to  acknowl- 
edge letters,  calls,  invitations,  articles  sent  by  mail, 
kindly  social  attentions.  "  Thank  you,"  is  a  very 
little  thing  to  say,  and  yet,  how  few,  who  have  re- 
ceived favors  directly,  ever  say  it!  Our  Oriental 
neighbors  carry  ceremony  to  a  greater  extent  than 
we,  but  might  we  not,  with  credit  to  ourselves,  bor- 
row some  of  their  observances,  and  thus  "  covet 
earnestly  the  best  gifts?  " 

Let  us,  then,  observe,  in  a  Christian  spirit,  the 
gentle  amenities  and  kindly  courtesies  of  life!  Let 
us  imitate  him  who  "  pleased  not  himself"  because 
he  was  "meek  and  lowly  in  heart." 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


WRAPPED  UP  IN  A  COMPLIMENT. 

'  People  who  have  to  put  on  glasses  in  order  to 
fish  out  the  "  beam  "  in  the  other  person's  eyes, 
often  make  sorry  jobs  of  it,  as  the  following  inci- 
dent illustrates:  In  his  ministry  Mr.  Wesley,  though 
unpopular  with  the  wealthy  or  the  noble,  still  he 
numbered  some  families  of  good  position  among 
his  followers.  It  was  at  the  house  of  one  of  these 
that  the  incident  took  place.  Wesley  had  been 
preaching,  and  a  daughter  of  a  neighboring  gentle- 
man, a  girl  remarkable  for  her  beauty,  had  been 
profoundly  impressed  by  his  exhortations.  After 
the  sermon  Wesley  was  invited  to  this  gentleman's 
house  to  luncheon  and  with  himself  one  of  his 
preachers  was  entertained.  This  preacher,  like 
many  of  the  class  at  that  time,  was  a  man  of  plain 
manners  and  not  conscious  of  the  restraints  of  good 
society.  The  preacher  sat  beside  the  young  lady 
at  the  table  and  he  noticed  that  she  wore  a  number 
of  rings.  During  a  pause  in  the  meal  the  preacher 
took  hold  of  the  young  lady's  hand,  and  raising  it 
in  the  air,  called  Wesley's  attention  to  the  spark- 
ling jewels.  "  What  do  you  think  of  this,  sir,"  he 
said,  "  for  a  Methodist's  hand?  " 

The  girl  turned  crimson.  For  Wesley,  with  his 
known  and  expressed  aversion  to  finery,  the  ques- 
tion was  a  peculiarly  awkward  one.  But  the  aged 
evangelist  showed  a  tact  which  Chesterfield  might 
have  envied.  He  looked  up  with  a  quiet,  benevo- 
lent smile,  and  simply  said,  "The  hand  is  very 
beautiful." 

The  blushing  beauty  had  expected  something  far 
different  from  a  reproof  wrapped  up  with  such  fe- 
licity in  a  compliment.  She  had  the  good  sense  to 
say  nothing,  but  when,  a  few  hours  later,  she  again 
appeared  in  Wesley's  presence,  the  beautiful  han 
was  stripped  of  every  ornament  except  those  whic 
nature  had  given, 
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Xhe  combined  wars  of  the  past  century  and 
a  quarter  in  American  history, — the  Revolutionary 
War,  the  War  of  1812,  the  Mexican  War,  and  the 
Civil  War, — have  cost  the  United  States  a  total  of 
$6,532,282,606.  . 

The  quantity  of  manuscript  verse  sent  to  the 
Queen  of  England  on  the  event  of  a  death  01 
birth  in  the  royal  family,  reaches  an  amusing  pro 
portion.  On  a  recent  occasion,  the  weight  of  this 
matter  was  nearly  half  a  ton. 


Austria  Is  now  uniting  its  efforts  to  establish 
Sabbath  rest  throughout  the  world,  and  a  law  has 
been  enacted  which  requires  that  all  work  shall 
cease  for  the  twenty-four  hours,  commencing  at 
six  in  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath  day. 


The  town  of  Gigenti  has  long  been  known  as 
one  of  the  most  bigoted  and  intolerant  of  Italy; 
yet  from  its  Waldensian  church  has  gone  the  first 
missionary  from  Italy  to  China.  From  the  Wal- 
densian Theological  school  at  Florence,  two  mis- 
sionaries have  gone  to  the  Zambesi  countiy,  and 
one  to  Lessouto. 


The  Book  Fund,  originated  by  Mr.  Spurgeon 
twenty  years  ago,  has  been  the  means  of  present- 
ing nearly  two  hundred  thousand  volumes  to  some- 
thing like  fifty  thousand  ministers,  missionaries 
and  preachers  of  all  denominations. 

There  are  as  many  as  oBe  hundred  native  Chris- 
tian preachers  in  Uganda,  Africa,  who  are  sup- 
ported solely  by  the  contributions  of  their  native 
brethren.  Uganda  converts  now  set  aside  half 
their  earnings  for  evangelistic  work. 

With  the  early  Christians  every  conversion 
meant  an  addition  to  the  church.  Three  thousand 
were  converted  and  added  the  first  day  of  the  first 
revival  after  the  resurrection,  and  such  as  were 
saved  were  added  every  day.  Revivals  now  that 
do  not  so  result  are  not  after  the  Jerusalem  pat- 
tern.    ^  

The  Medical  Record  announces  that  Dr.  Cyrus 
m's  new  cure  for  consumption  has  resulted,  in 
lands  of  fifty  different  doctors,  in  1 
ty-three  patients,  sixty-eight  are  nt 
ninety-one  much  improved,  one  died,  ai 
no  result  is  given.  The  cure  consists 
dermic  injection  of  an  aseptoline,  co 
ninety-seven  per  cent  of  water  and  thn 
of  phenol  and  pilocarpine. 

Some  interesting  evidences  of  the  power  of 
Christianity  over  all  hearts  come  from  time  to  time 
from  heathen  countries.  Recently  a  chief  man  in 
one  of  the  villages  of  Bengal,  after  being  con- 
verted, gave  up  a  lucrative  business,  and,  instead, 
began  to  cultivate  tha  soil,  because  his  former 
trade  had  necessitated  lying  to  his  customers. 
"  He  never  lies  now  "  is  the  comment  of  the  neigh- 
bors around  his  village  home. 


"  Many  well-meaning,  but  unwise  parents  work 
hard,  live  sparingly,  and  deprive  themselves  of 
many  comforts  in  life  just  to  give  their  children 
a  good  start  in  the  world,  as  it  is  usually  called. 
Only  too  often  this  good  start  proves  a  curse  in- 
stead of  a  blessing.  Let  us  give  our  children  a 
fair,  practical  education,  train  them  in  correct  hab- 
its, and  teach  them  to  rely  upon  themselves.  Then 
we  may  rest  assured  that  our  efforts  have  not  been 
in  vain." 

PREACH  THE  CJOSPEL  TO  EVERY  CREATURE. 
— Mark  16:  15. 


Brother, — you  over  on  that  goodly  farm, — will 
you  just  loosen  your  lines,  drop  the  tugs  and  come 
over  here  a  little  while.  Here  is  a  poor  fellow 
who  needs  help.  "Well,  look  here,  brother,  I 
would  like  to  help  you,  but  I  did  not  get  as  much 
oats  out  as  I  should,  and  now  it  is  getting  late  to 
plant  corn,  and  I  have  got  to  keep  this  team  mov- 
ing, or  I  shall  come  out  behind." 

Well,  the  Gospel  should  be  sent  to  every  crea- 
ture. If  you  cannot  go,  will  you  help  to  send? 
My  heart  aches  at  this  period. 

Hutchinson,  Kans. 

( To  be  Continued. ) 
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"Love  grows  by  giving,  not  by  getting.  We 
love  most  those  for  whom  we  do  most,  rather  than 
those  who  do  most  for  us.  We  are  grateful  for 
service  rendered  to  us.  We  are  loving  toward 
those  to  whom  we  render  service.  If  we  would  in- 
crease the  love  of  another  toward  us,  we  can  best 
compass  it  by  getting  that  one  to  do  something 
for  us.  The  heart  grows  by  outgoing  rather  than 
by  intaking.  Parents  and  teachers,  as  well  as 
friends  and  lovers,  would  do  well  to  bear  this 
truth  in  mind." 

It  is  said  that  the  wealthiest  church  corpora- 
tion in  the  United  States  is  the  Trinity  Episcopal 
church  of  New  York,  and  that  the  miserable  tene- 
ment houses  from  which  it  derives  much  of  its 
revenues  are  a  disgrace  to  any  civilized  commu- 
nity. We  read  of  the  archetype  of  this  Episcopal 
church  in  the  Book  of  Revelation,  described  as 
follows  by  the  pen  of  inspiration:  "Because  thou 
sayest,  I  am  rich,  and  Increased  with  goods,  and 
have  need  of  nothing;  and  knowest  not  that  thou 
art  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked."  "So  then,  because  thou  art  luke- 
warm, and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will  spew  thee 
out  of  my  mouthl  "—Christian  Leader, 


BY  J.  P.  HARSHBARGER. 

Some  tell  us  this  has  been  fulfilled  in  Col.  1:  23, 
If  this  be  true  then  Jesus  made  a  mistake  in  Matt, 
24:  14. 

Again;  we  are  ready  to  admit  the  Gospel  should 
be  preached.  It  would  never  do  to  fail  in  preach- 
ing the  Word.  But  how  is  the  question.  Let  Us 
look  around  and  see  how  we  do,  generally.  Here 
and  there,  from  East  to  West,  are  congregations 
of  the  Brethren,  located  some  ten  or  twelve  miles 
from  towns  and  cities  of  from  two  to  ten  thousand 
inhabitants,— a  little  nucleus,  around  which  a  con- 
gregation of  members  gathers,  and  where  the  Gos- 
pel is  preached  until  they  get  almost  tired  of  hear- 
ing it.  But,  Brethren,  how  about  those  two  to  ten 
thousand  persons  ten  miles  away? 

Well,  our  people  are  mostly  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  generally  settle  in  the  coun- 
try, but  how  about  the  Gospel  that  is  to  be 
preached  to  every  creature? 

Our  people  never  seemed  to  succeed  in  cities? 
Why?  Somehow  our  people  don't  live  in  cities 
like  the  people  of  other  denominations.  But  how 
about  those  who  do  live  there  that  are  not  our  peo- 
ple, but  would  like  to  be,  and  to  whom  God  wants 
the  Gospel  preached? 

Well,  there  are  so  many  enticements  and  so 
many  things  to  draw  people  away  from  the  Truth 
that  I  don't  think  we  can  expect  much  success. 

But  what  shall  we  do  with  the  command  of  Je- 
sus, "To  every  creature "  ?  Well  I  have  noticed 
thai  churches  grow  stylish,  and  it  is  hard  to  keep 
members  plain  in  city  churches. 

Will  no  one  get  to  heaven  except  those  who  are 
so  highly  favored  as  to  live  in  the  country,  that 
they  may  unite  with  the  country  church? 

Well,  excuses  are  about  exhausted.  Let  us  read 
the  text,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world."  Right  here 
some  one  says,  "I  don't  believe  in  going  away- 
over  to  India  and  Africa,  etc.,  and  leaving  the 
heathen  at  home.  Well,  we  can't  help  that,  and 
you  have  so  many  excuses  about  the  heathen  at 
home.  But  we  must  read  the  text  just  as  it  comes, 
and  this  comes  first.  (Maybe  you  did  not  think 
about  that)  Perhaps  it  would  be  v 
and  pray  over  that  going  to  all  tb 
don't  linger  too  long  at  the  altar  if  you  don't  want 
to  find  the  purse-strings  loosening,  or  more,— find 
yourself  going. 

Next  we  have  "  Preach  the  Gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture "  Let  us  read  that  again.  I  did  not  see  any- 
thing specifying  country  churches  and  the  excuses. 
The  Gospel  is  to  be  preached  to  every  creature. 

How  shall  it  be  done?  Let  us  find  Rom;  10:  14, 
"  How  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  "  Rom. 
io-  15  says:  "How  shall  they  preach  except  they 
be  sent?"  Oh,  yes,  there  it  is  again;  something 
about  sending  the  preacher, 


MISSION  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORK. 


This,  in  many  respects,  is  like  any  other  chosen 
work.  It  is  a  work  of  love, — free  work, — a  desire 
to  work.  "Must"  work  is  prison-work.  I  am 
glad  that  we  can  choose  for  ourselves,  and,  while 
we  are  choosing,  let  us  choose  rightly. 

When  we  look  at  the  blessed  privileges  we  have, 
and  see  how  few  are  making  use  of  them,  it  is 
painful  to  us. 

Jesus  says,  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him 
that  sent  me."  My  brother  and  sister,  is  it  your 
meat  to  do  the  will  of  God?  If  so,  I  am  sure  you 
are  engaged  in  Sunday  school  work,  and  perhaps 
in  a  mission  Sunday  school.  "  Go  ye."  Oh  the 
meaning  of  that  command!     I  love  it. 

I  am  thankful  that  we  all  can  teach  the  Blessed 
Bible.  Moses  speaks  of  teaching.  Christ  com- 
mands us  to  teach.  Duty  demands  us  to  teach. 
Will  you  not  find  a  place  to  teach'  When  you  go  out 
to  find  work  for  the  Lord,  then  you  become  a 
missionary.     Christ  was  a  great  missionary. 

HOW  TO  CONDUCT  A  MISSION  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

1.  Use  good  common  sense. 

2.  Have  everything  as  informal  as  possible. 

3.  Make  every  one  feel  at  home. 

4.  Try  to  get  every  one  to  do  something,  if  it  is 
only  the  selecting  of  a  hymn  or  the  passing  of  the 
hat. 
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5.  Give  all  the  recognition  you  can. 

6.  Try  to  know  every  one  by  name,  ant 
be  afraid  to  say  John  or  Jane,  or  Dave,  etc. 

Truth  as  presented  in  Sunday  school  class,  piece 
by  piece,  may  not  always  bring  quick  results,  but 
it  is  planted  in  hearts  that  come  to  a  mission  Sun- 
day school  and  can,  perhaps,  in  ni 
reached.  There  is  a  great  reasoi 
come  to  a  mission  Sunday  scho 
to  a  regular  Sunday  school,  t 
The  ease  and  freedom,  that  prevails  in  a  mis 
Sunday  school,  makes  everybody  feel  at  home 

Pickrell,  Nebr. 
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WHERE  IS  THE  POWER? 

After  commenting  on  the  powerful  preaching 
of  the  Apostle  Peter  in  Jerusalem,  Bro.  A.  M. 
George,  in  the  Word  cf  Truth,  says: 

"Then  the  Gospel  was  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation,  but  now  singing  seems  to  be  the  power. 
First  two  or  three  songs  by  a  mixed  gang  of  saints 
and  sinners;  then  a  prayer,  and  another  concert  by 
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instant  the  teaching 
it  is  thought  that,  if  a  little  time 
this  critical  moment,  the  Gospel  will  fall  flat, 
and  it  often  does,  even  where  the  proper  connec- 
tion is  made.  Something  is  wrong.  We  never 
have  any  of  those  three  thousand  and  five  thou- 
sand convert  meetings  now,  though  the  singing  is 
sometimes  immense.  How  do  you  account  for  the 
fact  that  the  apostles  say  nothing  about  singing  in 
in  the  assembly,  anyway?  Do  you  suppose  it  was 
simply  because  it  was  not  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  noticed?  If  this  be  true,  then  I  ask,  Is  it  of 
sufficient  importance  to  take  up  half  the  time,  or 
any  of  the  time,  that  we  spend  in  the  assembly?  J 
take  no  stock  in  any  such  doctrine," 
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The  cradle  is  said  to  be  the  first  schoolhouse  for 
the  house,  the  mother  the  first  teacher,  and  the 
home  the  first  training  ground.  If  everything  is 
well  done  here,  the  after-life  of  the  child  may  be 
counted  a  success. 


We  had  a  short  but  pleasant  call  this  week  by 
Mr.  J.  C.  Coffman,  of  the  Mennonite  Publishing 
Co.,  Elkhart,  Ind.  He  gave  the  work  of  the  school 
at  this  place  his  special  attention,  being  greatly  in- 
terested in  educational  work. 


Sam  Jones  came  near  telling  the  truth  when 
he  said:  "We  have  got  Methodist  Christianity, 
and  Baptist  Christianity,  and  Presbyterian  Chris- 
tianity, and  Congregational  Christianity,  and  you 
can  just  order  any  kind  of  Christianity  except  the 
genuine,  heroic  sort  that  gets  on  the  right  side  of 
every  proposition  and  stands  there  until  the  last 
blow  is  dealt.  The  curse  of  the  world  to-day  is 
the  church  getting  bigger  than  Christ." 


Some  who  have  never  read  the  New  Testament 
with  care,  think  the  Christian  has  not  the  right  to 
pray  for  sinnars.  In  Matt.  5:  44,  Jesus  says, 
"  Pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you,  and 
persecute  you."  This  is  what  we  would  call  pray- 
ing for  sinners.  Jesus  prayed  for  those  who  cru- 
cified him,  while  Stephen  prayed  for  those  who 
took  his  life,  Paul  prayed  that  Israel  might  be 
saved,  Rom.  10:  5,  and  this  while  thpy  were  sin- 
ners. He  also  directs  that  "  first  of  all,  supplica- 
tions, prayers,  intercessions  and  giving  of  thanks 
be  made  for  all  men."  1  Tim.  2:  I.  The  term  "all 
men"  includes  the  sinner,  as  well  as  the  saint. 


Last  Sunday  night  some  portions  of  Northern 
Illinois  were  visited  by  a  severe  cyclone,  which  did 
considerable  damage  and  resulted  in  the  death  of 
several  persons.  While  Mt.  Morris  and  its  im- 
mediate vicinity  suffered  but  little,  the  town  of 
Forreston  and  vicinity,  as  well  as  Adeline  and 
Egan  City,  several  miles  to  the  north,  report  great 
damage.  , 

It  may  not  be  wise  for  an  editor  to  speak  of  one 
communication  above  another,  but  it  does  seem  to 
us  that  Bro,  Vaniman's  communication  on  "Coun- 
cil-Meetings," in  this  issue,  is  worthy  of  more  than 
ordinary  attention.  The  article  should  be  read 
and  studied  by  every  church  officer  among  our 
people,  and  should  be  preserved  and  heeded  by 
all  the  housekeepers  in  a  special  manner.  Our  ob- 
servation prompts  us  to  say  that  this  is  one  of  the 
questions  that  should  deeply  interest  our  people. 
We  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  great  im- 
provements could  be  made  in  our  council-meetings, 
and  that  they  might  be  conducted  in  a  manner 
that  would  result  in  far-reaching  good  to  the 
churches,  and  make  them  a  very  inviting  place  for 
the  members.  But  the  way  some  of  these  meet- 
ings are  conducted  does  more  harm  than  good, 


Discussing  the  question  of  worldly  amusements, 
the  Christian  Advocate  gives  no  uncertain  sound. 
It  says:  "That  a  good  Christian  cannot  participate 
in  worldly  amusements  is  so  true,  that  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  waste  words  in  discussing  the  mat- 
ter. Such  amusements  are  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  secret  devotion  and  with  the  spirit  of  ac- 
tive service.  They  destroy  all  relish  for  the  fel- 
lowship of  saints  in  social  meetings  and  in  public 
worship.  They  are  at  war  with  that  dignified  se- 
riousness of  mind  which  is  so  becoming  in  believ- 
ers, and  they  beget  in  its  place,  a  light  and  frivo- 
lous way  of  looking  upon  the  conduct  and  issues 
of  human  life.  From  the  earliest  centuries  the 
church  has  raised  her  voice  against  them,  and  has 
pledged  her  members  to  abstain  from  them.  The 
position  of  Methodism  on  the  whole  subject  is  not 
peculiar.  When  she  enters  her  protest  against 
such  diversions  as  'cannot  be  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,'  she  stands  in  line  with  the 
saints  of  all  ages," 


ANNUAL  MEETING  NOTES. 

— This  year  we  concluded  to  reach  the  Annual 
Meeting  grounds  a  little  early,  so  as  to  enjoy  a 
short  rest  before  the  opening  of  the  Conference, 
and  take  in  some  of  the  exercises  arranged  es- 
pecially for  this  meeting. 

— In  company  with  Bro.  Amick,  we  left  Chicago 
Tuesday  evening,  May  19,  over  the  Santa  Fe,  line, 
and  reached  Kansas  City  the  next  day  at  10  A. 
M.  The  ride  was  pleasant,  for  the  service  on  the 
Santa  Fe  is  good,  and  despite  the  heavy  rains  the 
road-bed  seemed  in  an  excellent  condition, 

— What  a  convenience  are  these  chair  cars! 
Here  the  weary  traveler  can  rest  at  ease  and  sleep 
at  pleasure.  For  mild  weather,  like  we  enjoyed 
on  this  trip,  we  found  a  chair  almost  as  agreeable 
as  a  berth  in  the  Pullman. 

— At  daylight,  Wednesday  morning,  we  were 
about  half  across  Missouri,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  distance  had  a  fine  view  of  the  country  through 
which  we  passed.  Vegetation  was  considerably 
in  advance  of  what  we  left  it  in  Northern  Illinois, 
especially  the  farm  crops.  During  the  past  few 
days  much  rain  had  fallen,  and  in  some  locali- 
ties the  streams  had  considerably  overflowed  their 
banks,  and  at  times  traveling  seemed  a  little  dan- 
gerous. 

— As  we  passed  in  sight  of  Lexington  we  were 
reminded  of  the  bloody  battle  fought  there  during 
the  rebellion.  We  were  also  reminded  of  the  hard- 
ships we  had  experienced,  when  a  boy,  trying  to 
get  out  of  the  State  so  as  to  escape  the  dangers 
to  which  we  were  exposed  on  account  of  the  war. 
But  now  we  travel  where  we  please,  without  fear 
of  being  molested  in  the  least.  What  a  grand 
thing  is  peace  to  any  countryl  How  everything 
prospers  when  the  angel  of  peace  hovers  over  a 
nation  I  We  have  seen  Missouri  laid  waste  by 
contending  armies.  We  have  seen  the  people  for- 
sake their  hard-earned  property  and  flee  for  their 
lives  to  other  States.  These  cruel  days  are  past 
and  we  hope  that  peace  and  prosperity  may  long 
continue  to  reign  in  this  fair  land  of  ours. 

— At  Kansas  City  we  fell  into  company  with  a 
number  of  Brethren  on  their  way  to  the  Confer- 
ence. Our  ride  with  them  to  Ottawa  was  very  en- 
joyable. We  passed  over  some  very  nice  country, 
and  noticed  that  this  part  of  the  West  had  also 
been  blest  with  an  abundance  of  rain.  So  far  as 
appearance  is  concerned,  this  part  of  Kansas  is  fine 
enough  for  any  one. 

— The  first  brother  we  met,  on  stepping  off 
the  train  at  Ottawa,  was  I.  H.  Crist,  Secretary  of 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements.  We  certainly  do 
not  covet  his  position,  for  we  know  by  experience 
that  it  is  no  easy  place  to  fill. 

—This  is  our  first  visit  to  Forest  Park,  In  ap- 
pearance^the  park   far  surpasses  what  we  had 


pictured  in  our  mind.  It  is  but  one  block  from 
the  depot,  contains  about  twenty-five  acres  and 
ost  of  this  is  1  fine  native  forest.  The  trees  are 
large,  with  fine,  out-spreading  branches,  and  furnish 
,  that  they  are  in  full  leaf,  shade  for  nearly 
every  part  of  the  main  park. 

A  portion  of  it  is  laid  off  in  well-arranged 
gravel  walks,  with  all  other  parts  delightfully  cov- 
ered with  nature's  green  carpet.  Near  by  a  dozen 
buildings  are  conveniently  located,  and  serve  a 
d  purpose  for  the  Conference.  One  of  the 
best  located  buildings  is  occupied  by  the  Standing 
Committee.  In  the  same  building  are  their  beds, 
and  everything  seems  to  be  arranged  with  an  eye 
to  convenience  and  comfort. 
—The  tabernacle  is  large,  commodious  and  is 
ell  constructed.  It  will  seat  about  five  thousand 
persons.  In  this  respect  no  better  place  could 
probably  be  found  for  the  meeting. 

The  three  hundred  white  tents,  among  the 
forest  trees,  give  the  place  a  real  picturesque  ap- 
pearance. It  looks  very  much  like  tent  life,  and 
those  who  make  their  homes  in  these  temporary 
dwellings,  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  have  some  pleas- 
ant experiences  as  dwellers  in  tents. 

— The  Conference  was  held  here  nine  years  ago, 
and  thousands  of  our  readers  well  remember  some 
pleasant  experiences  at  that  time,  and  some,  per- 
haps, not  so  pleasant.  Those  who  attend  at  this 
time  say  the  park  is  in  a  much  finer  condition  than 
when  they  were  here  before. 

— The  Committee  of  Arrangements  Is  composed 
of  J.  D.  Trostle,  I.  H.  Crist,  J.  T.  Kinzie,  T.  G. 
Winey  and  Wm.  Davis.  So  far  as  we  can  see  they 
are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make  it  pleasant 
for  those  who  come  here  to  enjoy  the  Conference. 
There  is  a  frankness  and  simplicity  about  them 
that  we  admire. 

— The  boarding  of  the  people  is  let  out,  by  con- 
tract, on  the  commission  plan,  to  Mr.  Robert 
Detwiler.  He  furnishes  all  the  eatables,  and  take? 
charge  of  the  dining-hall  and  all  the  restaurant-. 
The  arrangement  is  probably  a  wise  one,  and  is. 
great  relief  to  the  Committee. 

— For  the  meeting  the  Brethren  get  the  use  of 
the  park  free,  including  water,  light  and  police 
services.  The  different  railroads  entering  Ottawa 
furnish  all  the  lumber  needed  for  several  temporary 
buildings  that  had  to  be  constructed,  and  then  do- 
nated S300  to  the  meeting.  All  parties  having  a 
hand  in  these  arrangements  seem  to  be  on  the 
best  of  terms,  and  things  move  off  smoothly  and 
pleasantly. 

— Shortly  after  our  arrival  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  greeting  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  and  wife,  who  have 
just  completed  their  trip  around  the  world,  Bro. 
Miller  is  not  so  well,  having  contracted  a  fever 
that  is  affecting  him  more  or  less.  Sister  Miller 
seems  none  the  worse  on  account  of  her  long 
journey  of  nearly  38,000  miles.  They  have  many 
interesting  things  to  relate,  concerning  their  long 
and  dangerous  voyage  on  the  ocean,  and  their 
travels  in  many  lands.  Many  of  these  will  appear 
as  Bro.  Miller's  letters  continue  in  the  Messenger 
from  time  to  time.  We  welcome  our  brother  and 
sister  to  their  native  land  and  to  the  home  of  their 
people,  and  trust  that  the  comforts  of  life,  yet  in 
store  for  them,  may  more  than  compensate  for  the 
hardships  and  privations  they  have  experienced 
during  the  past  year. 

Thursday,  May  ai. 
—At  8  o'clock  this  morning  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee met  and  organized  by  electing  D.  E.  Price, 
Moderator;  L.  H.  Dickey,  Reading  Clerk;  D.  U 
Miller,  Writing  Clerk,  with  I.  D.  Parker  to  assist 
him. 

—There  are  a  number  of  new  men  on  the  Com- 
mittee this  year,  but  they  seem  to  be  earnest  me  , 
and  enter  upon  their  work  with  a  commendable 
seal 

—There  is  also  considerable  business  before  the 
meeting,  and  as  we  shall  publish  a  full  report  I 
jt  in  pamphlet  form,  as  Jieretpfore,  those  pi  <W 
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readers  not  present,  may  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  just  what  is  said  and  done. 

—During  this  week  no  small  amount  of  com- 
mittee work  is  done.  The  General  Missionary  and 
Tract  Committee  were  in  session  several  days,  and 
transacted  business  affecting  the  missionary  work 
in  various  parts  of  the  Brotherhood.  The  work 
in  Asia  Minor  is  to  be  extended  and  more  workers 
will  probably  be  placed  in  India. 

— Bro.  C.  D.  Hyiton,  of  Roanoke,  La.,  has  been 
selected  for  important  work  in  Florida,  and  in 
course  of  time  we  look  for  this  field  to  be  consid- 
erably enlarged.  Then  we  learn  that  Bro.  J.  R. 
Leatherman,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.,  is  going  to 
locate  at  Woodley,  Brevard  County,  on  the  Indian 
River.  There  are  already  two  members  here,  and 
from  that  point  the  Truth  may  be  carried  to  other 
sections. 

—There  has  been  preaching  in  the  tabernacle 
each  night  this  week,  most  of  it  being  done  by 
Bro.  George  L.  Studebaker.  The  forenoon  ex- 
ercises are  conducted  by  different  ministers. 

— During  the  day  a  number  of  classes  meet  in 
the  tabernacle  for  drill  and  instruction  in  various 
departments  of  Bible  and  Sunday  school  work. 
Bro.  A.  C.  Weiand  is  the  instructor,  and  proves 
himself  a  most  efficient  workman.  We  exceeding- 
ly regret  that  we  cannot  attend  all  of  his  classes. 
We  would  be  pleased  to  see  more  of  this  kind  of 
work  at  the  Annual  Meeting  from  time  to  time,  as 
well  as  among  the  churches. 

— There  is  also  a  class,  for  drill  work,  in  sacred 
music.  This,  as  well  as  the  song-services,  con- 
nected with  the  meetings,  is  led  by  Bro.  S.  B. 
Katherman. 

Friday,  May  33. 

—We  spent  the  entire  day  with  the  Examining 
Committee,  looking  over  the  manuscripts  intended 
for  small  tracts.  The  matter  now  offered  for  pub- 
lication, for  this  purpose,  is  quite  an  improvement 
over  that  of  former  years. 

i J — During  the  day  very  little  was  dene,  aside  from 
yfcmmittee  work,  and  the  various  services  and  class 
work  in  the  tabernacle. 

—It  is  rumored  that  the  next  Annual  Meeting 
may  be  in  Maryland,  and  some  have  gone  so  far 
as  to  hint  that  it  might  possibly  be  in  Washington 
City.    The  thought  is  at  least  a  pleasing  one. 

—Much  rain  fell  during  the  day,  and,  so  far  as 
the  weather  is  concerned,  it  is  far  from  being  ei- 
ther pleasant  or  encouraging  for  the  meeting. 
Then  the  cyclones  reported  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  naturally  cause  a  little  uneasiness  among 
the  people. 

—The  evening  trains  brought  in  a  number  of 
members  from  various  parts  of  the  Brotherhood, 
so  that  things  begin  to  assume  a  very  different  ap- 
pearance. 

Saturday,  May  33. 

—Saturday  morning  came  and  more  rain  with  it. 
It  rained  much  during  the  night,  and  a  heavy  rain 
fell  in  the  forenoon.  The  outlook  for  the  meeting 
is  a  little  gloomy  on  account  of  the  rain  and  mud. 


EASTERN  PICK-UPS. 


the  best  they  could,  and  pushed  ahead  until  they 
succeeded  in  getting  for  themselves  a  good  house, 
centrally  located.  They  are  now  in  shape  to  do 
good  work,  and  if  some  of  the  old  sowing  should 
be  lost,  the  fact  of  such  loss  should  spur  to  double 
energy  in  enlarging  the  sowing  in  the  field,  as 
it  is  now  opened,  so  that  their  future  reaping  may 
be  abundant  and  glorious.  We  were  much  pleased 
w.th  the  active  spirit  of  the  Everett  membership, 
and,  by  care  and  united  effort,  we  may  hope  for 
good  things  from  this  little  band  of  workers. 


We  have  a  good  report  from  the  James  Creek 
lovefeast,  attended  by  brethren  J.  B.  Brumbaugh 
and  W.  S.  Long.  There  was  good  attendance  and 
the  membership  was  well  represented,— all  were 
there— or  as  nearly  so  as  possible.  On  Sunday 
morning  Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  preached  for 
them,  which  was  much  appreciated.  Bro.  Long 
remained  and  preached  in  the  evening  with  good 
attendance. 

Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart  was  called  to  the  love  feast 
at  New  Enterprise.  The  attendance  here  was 
very  large  and  a  good  meeting  is  reported.  We 
are  glad  to  note  the  wonderful  change,  of  late 
years,  in  the  character  of  these  meetings,  both  in 
the  order  of  conducting  the  services  and  the  qui- 
et that  is  maintained  throughout  the  meetings. 
Much  of  this  depends  on  the  conduct  and  bear- 
ing of  those  in  charge,  and  the  membership.  A 
religious  and  worshipful  spirit,  shown  in  the  house 
of  God,  is  always  catching,  and  respected  by  the 
house,  and  we  have  noticed,  as  a  rule,  whenever 
there  is  a  devoted  and  intelligent  membership, 
there  is  order  and  respect  in  the  services.  "Let 
a  man  examine  himself,"  applies  to  personal  con- 
duct and  devotion,  as  well  as  to  membership  re- 
lations and  church  standing.  An  humble,  de 
voted  and  consecrated  congregation  always  com 
mands  the  respect  of  all  well-thinking  people.  Do 
you  believe  it?     Try  and  see. 


EDITORIAL  (.1LEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Twenty-two. 


—As  we  walked  through  the  park,  with  rain 
coming  down,  and  no  indication  of  quitting  soon, 
a  brother  wished  to  know  what  we  thought  of  the 
future,  so  far  as  the  weather  was  concerned.  We 
told  him  that  our  policy  was  to  let  the  Lord  run 
the  weather,  while  we  proposed  to  do  our  best  at 
running  the  Messenger. 

—By  noon  the  weather  cleared  up  somewhat, 
and  everybody  seemed  more  cheerful.  Car-load 
after  car-load  of  people  came  in,  and  in  some  in- 
stances whole  train  loads,  so  that  the  surroundings 

egm  to  look  like  an  Annual  Meeting  sure  enough. 
J  was  feared  that  the  crowd  would  be  very  small, 

"t  it  now  looks  as  though  we  were  going  to  have 
at  son>e  people  call  a  "  big  meeting." 
.,  ~We  cl°se  these  notes  at  3  P.  M.,  s 
»em  to  the  office  in  time  to  appear  i; 
we  °Pe  to  have  much  more  to  report 
a  d1        that  We  are  feeli"g  1uite  well, 

P  easant  time  among  the  hundreds  of  saints  ol 
««  Precious  fcjtj,,  ^     ;>  „,  tf 


as  to  get 
this  issue, 
ext  week. 

d  having 


One  more  thought  as  to  the  insight  and  discre- 
tion that  is  being  exercised  towards  the  calls 
made  for  charitable  contributions.  An  established 
lder  who  is  well  known  by  all  the  churches,  goes 
mong  our  brethren  to  solicit  for  our  missions  and 
schools,  and  he  is  put  off  with  a  mere  pittance.  A 
stranger  and  foreigner,  about  whom  they  knew 
positively  nothing,  visits  these  same  churches  and 
makes  a  pitiful  story,  perhaps  sheds  a  few  forced 
tears,  and  all  hearts  and  purses  are  opened,  and 
large  collections  raised.  Of  late  we  have  been 
informed  of  just  such  a  case.  Some  of  the  church- 
es raised  as  high  as  fifty  dollars,  and  in  one  case 
it  is  said  that  ninety  dollars  was  given  to  this 
stranger.  Now,  how  much  do  you  suppose  these 
same  churches  would  give  towards  our  mission 
work,  or  towards  helping  along  or  endowing  one 
of  our  schools?  How  much?  They  may  tell  you 
that  they  don't  know  whether  the  schools  are  any 
good  or  not.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  run  a  lit- 
tle risk  in  giving  money  to  the  church  and  for  pur- 
poses about  which  you  know,  than  to  throw  it 
away  by  giving  to  men  about  whom  you  know 
nothing,  and  to  frauds  who  are  ever  ready  to  work 
on  the  credulity  of  the  unsuspecting?  It  is  very 
discouraging  to  those  who  are  laboring  and  sac- 
rificing their  lives,  in  trying  to  build  up  schools 
for  the  education  and  preservation  of  our  children, 
and   receiving  so  little  help   and  sympathy,   whiL 


strangers  and  frauds  can  go  around  and  filch  hun-  |  hand  closed  over  it 
dreds  and   thousands   from   our   people  without 
possible  hope  of  good    coming    out    of  it.    Ou 


INDIAN  JUGGLERS  AND  CONJURERS. 

Ever  since  the  days  when  Jannes  and  Jambres 
withstood  Moses,  but  succeeded  in  part,  by  en- 
chantment or  sleight-of-hand,  in  producing  imi- 
tations of  the  plagues  sent  by  the  Lord  upon 
Pharaoh,  and  thus  hardened  his  heart,  has  the 
conjurer  and  juggler  flourished  in  the  Orient. 
You  will  meet  the  snake-charmer  and  sleight-of- 
hand  performer  even  in  Egypt  to-day,  and  they 
handle  their  serpents  no  doubt  much  the  same  as 
the  ancient  enchanters  handled  theirs,  and  play 
all  manner  of  clever  conjuring  tricks  with  wonder- 
ful dexterity.  For  aught  we  know  these  may  be 
the  descendants  of  the  old-time  conjurers  of  the 
days  of  Moses. 

But  India  is  the  home  of  the  juggler.  The  Hin- 
dus,—both  young  and  old— appear  to  take  the 
greatest  delight  in  their  performances,  and  they 
are  easily  led  to  believe  that  they  possess  super- 
natural power.  The  juggler  meets  you  on  the 
street  and  in  front  of  your  hotel,  and  is  always 
ready,  with  or  without  your  consent,  to  display 
his  powers,  hoping,  in  the  end,  to  be  rewarded  for 
his  skill.  He  carries  his  entire  outfit  in  a  small 
bag,  slung  over  his  shoulders,  and  many  are  the 
stories  told  in  the  books  written  on  India  about 
the  wonderful  tricks  he  can  perform.  To  some 
his  powers  appear  so  remarkable,  and  his  perform- 
ances so  wonderful,  that  even  intelligent  men  and 
women  have  said,  "Surely,  these  men  are  more 
than  human."  The  Spiritualists  at  home  have 
long  made  the  claim  that  the  jugglers  of  India 
have  the  assistance  of  departed  spirits  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  tricks.  So  exceedingly  clever, 
are  they,  that  even  some  of  the  missionaries  have 
been  deceived,  and  their  published  descriptions 
have,  in  some  instances,  strengthened  the  belief 
held  by  the  Spiritualists. 

Because  of  the  claims  made  by  the  Spiritualists 
and  Theosophists,  and  that  enchantment  and  con- 
juring is  a  Bible  subject,  and,  further,  because 
some  of  our  friends,  and  brethren,  especially,  re- 
quested us  to  carefully  investigate  the  matter,  and, 
if  possible,  prove  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  claims 
made,  we  took  some  pains  to  look  into  the  do- 
ings of  these  men,  and  have  concluded  to  give  our 
readers  the  result  of  the  investigation. 

The  jugglers  in  India  form  a  distinct  class,  the 
business  descending  from  father  to  son,  for  many 
generations.  From  earliest  childhood  the  train- 
ing begins.  The  hands,  and  especially  the  fingers, 
are  the  special  objects  of  training.  All  the  secrets 
of  the  profession  are  handed  down,  and  the  son  of 
ler  is  an  adept  in  the  art  when  he  is  a  mere 
boy.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  then,  that,  with 
nherited  and  acquired  ability,  and  with  the  se- 
crets of  generations  of  jugglers  in  his  keeping, 
he  becomes  exceedingly  proficient  in  his  calling. 

We  met  scores  of  conjurers  during  our  stay  in  In- 
dia and  Ceylon,  and  saw  many  of  them  perform  up- 
on the  street  and  in  the  open  space  before  hotels, 
many  of  the  most  surprising  and  wonderful  tricks. 
One  of  them  seated  upon  a  white  cloth  asked  one 
of  those  present  to  lay  a  silver  rupee,  a  coin  a 
trifle  smaller  than  our  half  dollar  upon  the  cloth. 
The  conjurer  then  commanded  the  coin  to  come  to 
him,  and  immediately  it  began  to  move  slowly 
over  the  cloth,  and  kept  on  moving  until  it  reached 
the  magician's  hand.  It  is  needless  to  add  that 
the  owner  never  saw  his  coin   after   the  juggler's 


At  Agra,  the  noted  conjurer,  Kahli  Kahn,  came 
our  hotel.    A  number  of  persons  were  sitting 


church   has,   in  this   way,   been   defrauded  out  of    on   the   porch,   and   Kahli  seated  himself  on  the 
enough   money  to  liberally  endow  several   of  our    ground,  and  performed,  without  the  aid  of  an  as- 


jpjjopls,    Think  pn  tfcese  things, 


fl,  p,  g,     I  sistant,  a  number  pf,  wf)aj  appeared  to  us  fo  he, 
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very  wonderful  (eats.  We  watched  very  closely 
and  were  unable  to  solve  the  mystery  of  his  doings 
He  mixed  a  quantity  of  three-colored  powders, 
yellow,  red  and  blue,  in  a  glass  of  water,  and  then 
swallowed  the  mixture.  Presently  he  blew  out  of 
his  mouth  a  quantity  of  the  yellow,  red  and  blue 
powders.  From  an  apparently  empty  bag,  which 
he  hammered  on  the  ground,  he  produced  a  num- 
ber of  eggs.  He  made  balls  and  coins  disappear 
and  reappear  in  strange  places  and  in  a  remarka- 
ble manner.  He  produced  an  empty  basket  and 
handed  it  around  among  the  spectators  for  exam- 
ination, and  all  decided  that  it  was  really  empty. 
He  placed  it  on  the  ground,  and  then  lifting  it 
up  there  appeared  a  half  dozen  beautiful  little 
singing  birds.  They  chirped,  picked  up  crumbs 
thrown  to  them,  and  were,  without  doubt,  real 
birds.  All  these  things  were  done  with  such  dex- 
terity and  cleverness  that  defied  the  closest  scru- 
tiny. 

Among  other  things,  he  performed  the  mango 
tree  trick.  The  mango  is  said  to  be  the  best  fruit 
in  India;  when  ripe,  it  is  about  the  size  of  an  or 
ange  and  yellow  in  color.  The  conjurer  appar- 
ently causes  a  small  tree  to  grow  and  bear  fruit 
in  the  space  of  a  very  few  minutes.  We  had  heard 
much  of  this  extraordinary  feat,  and  it  was  claimed 
that  more  than  human  power  was  required  to 
perform  it.  It  had,  however,  been  noticed  that 
the  juggler  only  produced  the  ripe  mango  when 
that  fruit  was  in  season.  But  when  the  time  of 
mangos  had  been  passed  several  months, — the  fruit 
is  perishable  and  can  only  be  kept  a  short  time,— 
here  was  Kahli  Kahn  apparently  causing  a  small 
mango  tree  to  grow  and  bear  ripened  fruit. 

As  this  was  one  of  the  most  clever  tricks  per- 
formed, we  give  the  details:  First,  the  conjurer 
gathered  some  dust  from  the  roadway  and  filled 
an  ordinary  earthen  flower  pot  with  it.  Into  this 
he  put  a  dry  mango  seed.  He  then  covered  the 
pot  with  a  white  cloth  some  two  yards  square. 
In  a  few  minutes  he   lifted  the  cloth  and  poured 

some  water  into  the  pot  and  covered  it  up  again. 

In  his  right  hand  he  held  the  skull  of  a  monkey, 

and  this  he  passed  over  the  cloth,  repeating  some 

words  in  Hindoostan,  and  then,  lifting  the  cloth, 

behold  the  seed  had  sprouted  and  two  small  leaves  |  had  all  been  famous 

had  pushed  their  way  above  the  ground,  showing 

that  the  tree  was  growing.    Again  more  water  was 

added,   and  the  pot  covered,   and  when,  in  a  few 

minutes  the  cloth  was  again   lifted,  the  rustling 

leaves  and  small  branches  of  a   little  mango   tree 

a  foot  high  met  our  astonished  gaze.  But  the  sur- 
prise was   greater   when    Kahli   dug  up   the   little 

tree  and  showed  us  how  it  had  sprouted  out  of  the 

seed,  and  how  the  rootlets  had  grown  down.  He 
then  replanted  it,  poured  in  more  water  and  re- 
placed the  cloth.  In  the  meantime  he  performed 
a  number  of  feats,  all  of  which  showed  him  to  be 
an  adept  in  his  line  of  work.  He  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  mango  tree  again.  He  raised  th 
cloth  and  there  stood  a  miniature  tree  betwee 
two  and  three  feet  high,  with  several  branches  a' 
covered   with   bright   green   leaves,   among  which  I  firmed 


that  the  claims  of  the  Spiritualists,  after  all,  were 
true?  We  could,  by  no  possible  means,  tell  how 
the  feat  had  been  accomplished,  but  we  felt  sure 
it  was  but  a  clever  display  of  the  sleight-of-hand, 
and  we  determined,  if  possible,  to  find  out  how  it 
was  done. 

After  Kahli  had  finished  his  tricks  and  taken  up 
a  collection,  we  called  him  to  one  side  and  invited 
him  to  our  room.  There  we  had  an  interview 
with  him,  and  by  the  offer  of  a  few  pieces  of  sil- 
ver, he  gave  us  an  insight  into  not  only  the  mango 
tree  trick,  but  into  a  number  of  other  equally 
clever  performances. 

The  different-sized  mango  trees  were  carefully 
and  closely  wrapped  up  in  the  edge  of  the  cloth, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  entirely  escape  notice. 
While  he  was  pouring  water  into  the  flowerpot 
and  manipulating  the  cloth,  he  managed  to  put 
the  first  shoot  into  the  earth,  and  this  he  did  so 
quickly  as  to  escape  detection.  In  like  manner 
the  succeeding  growths  were  put  in.  The  fruit 
was  an  imitation,  and  it  was  so  much  like  the  real 
mango  that  every  one  was  deceived.  After  we 
were  shown  how  the  trick  was  accomplished,  we 
wondered  at  our  simplicity  in  being  so  easily  de- 
ceived. But  as  the  old  man  sat  on  the  floor  in  our 
room,  and  several  of  us  sat  around  him  watching 
him  closely,  he  performed  the  trick  again,  before 
showing  how  it  was  done,  and  we  failed  to  solve 
the  mystery.  We  saw  here  an  illustration  of  the 
simple  fact  that  motion  is  quicker  than  sight. 
After  he  disclosed  to  us  the  secret,  it  all  seemed 
simple  enough.  We  now  had  evidence  of  what 
we  were  personally  fully  convinced  before,  i.  e.t 
that  the  claim  of  the  Spiritualists,  that  the  jugglers 
of  India  have  supernatural  power  was  false,  and 
based  upon  the  clever  ability  of  the  sleight-of- 
hand  performers  in  playing  their  tricks;  and  that, 
as  the  conjurers  deceived  Pharaoh,  so,  in  like  man- 
ner, have  the  jugglers  of  India  deceived  the  The- 
osophists. 

In  answer  to  a  question  as  to  how  long  he  had 
been  in  the  business  of  juggling,  Kahli  said,  "All 
my  life-time,"  and  when  we  met  him  he  must  have 
been   at  least   sixty   years   old.     He   also   told   us 
that  his  father,  grandfather  and  great-grandfather, 
srs  in  their  time;  and 
o  doubt,  if  the  Kahns  had  kept  a  family  record, 
;  would  appear  that  for  a  thousand  years  the  se- 
rets  of  the  conjurer  had  been  handed  down  from 
father  to  son.    As  before  stated,  this  fact  accounts 
part   for  their  remarkable   power    to    perform 
seeming   miracles.    After   we  left   Agra    we    met 
any  jugglers,  for  their  name  is  legion  in   India. 
At  Calcutta,  Madras  and  Colombo,  they  are  to  be 
met  in  scores,  and  at  these  places  they  are  espe- 
cially  noted   for  the   cleverness  with   which   they 
perform   their  tricks.     When    they   invited    us   to 
witness  their  feats,   we  usually  replied  by  saying, 
"We  have  seen  Kahli  Kahn  at  Agra,"  and  the  re- 
ply would  be,  "Ah,  Kahli   Kahn;  him  very  good 
juggler,  he  my  cousin." 

investigations   have   only   more  fully    con- 
us  in  the  belief  that  all  claims  made,  of  su- 


power  of  God.    We  are  referring  to  men  who 
claim  such  power  and  walk  not  after  the  Truth  as 
in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  d.  l.  m. 


appeared   two   mango 


green  on  one  side  and  yellow  on  the  other.  All 
this  had  been  done  so  quickly  and  so  cleverly 
that,  notwithstanding  we  had  watched  every  move 
ment  of  the  juggler,  we  were  unable  to  tell  how  it 
was  done.  In  the  open  street,  without  the  aid  of 
an  assistant,  the  conjurer  had  caused  a  mango  tree 
to  grow  and  bear  ripe  fruit  in  less  than  ten  min- 
utes after  he  deposited  the  seed  in  the  dry  earth. 
Look  at  it  as  we  might,  it  was  a  wonderful  feat. 
There  stood  the  tree  with  its  fruit.  To  doubt 
this  would  have  been  to  doubt  our  senses.  To  us 
it  seemed  that  the  performance  was  fully  equal  to 
what  Jannes  and  Jambres  had  done.  Every  one 
present  was  perplexed.  Could  it  be  possible  that 
Kahli   possessed   more    than  human    power,    and 


fully  ripe,  the   other    pernatural   power  in  these  days,  are   either  based 


'HOME  *  AND  »  FAMILY *~~ 

THE  LITTLE  DUNKERESS. 

BY  GEO.  W.  STOUDER. 

Brown-eyed  Rutb,  the  Dunker's  daughtei 

In  her  dress  of  simple  gray, 
Walked  beside  her  quiet  grandpa,. 

'Mid  the  garden  flowers  of  May. 
Beds  of  tulips,  bright  and  golden. 

Hyacinths  of  every  shade, 
Pansias,  like  sweet,  childish  faces, 

Looking  up  to  greet  the  maid. 
How  they  reveled  in  tbe  sunshine! 

While  'mid  clumps  of  violets  bhie„ 
Filling  all  the  air  with  fragrance, 

Glisten'd  still  the  morning  dew. 
Then  out  spoke  tbe  little  maiden. 

Looking  at  her  dress  of  gray, 
"  Grandpa,  can  you  tell  the  reason 

Why  God  made  the  flowers  so  gay,. 
"While  we  wear  the  quiet  colors 

That  you  know  we  never  meet, 
E'en  in  clover  or  the  daisies 

That  we  trample  under  feet? 
"  Seems  to  me  a  Dunker  garden 

Should  not  grow  such  colors  bright." 
Roguishly  the  brown  eyes  twinkled 

While  her  grandpa  laughed  outright. 
"  True  it  is,  my  little  daughter. 

Flowers  wear  not  the  Dunker  gray„ 
But  they  neither  toil  nor  labor 

For  their  beautiful  array. 


:ithe 


ridei 


,  you  know,. 


"  Feeling  r 
'Mong  the 
Well  content  to  be  a  daisy, 
Or  a  tall  and  queenly  rose; 
"  Keeping  still  the  same  old  fashions 
Of  their  grandmothers  of  yore; 
Else  how  should  we  know  the  flowers,. 
If  each  spring  new  tints  they  wore? 


•Evi 


the  Dunker  m 
Should  be  all  content 
As  a  tulip  or  a  pansy, 
In  her  dress  of  simple  way." 

Once  again  the  brown  eyes  twinkled; 

"  Grandpa,  you  are  always  right; 
So  you  see,  by  your  own  showing 

Some  may  dress  in  colors  bright. 

"  Those  whom  you  call  worldly  people,. 
In  their  purple  and  their  gold, 
Are  no  gayer  than  these  pansies 
Of  their  grandmothers  of  old. 

"  Yet  you  know  1  am  contented 
With  this  quiet  life  of  ours; 
Still,  for  all,  I'm  glad,  my  grandpa, 
That  there  are  no  Dunker  flowers." 


upon  error  or  fraud.  The  Gospel  teaches  that  in 
the  last  days  men  shall  arise,  making  such  claims 
and  going  even  so  far  as  to  claim  that  they  are 
Christ's.  These  false  teachers  are  to  have  re- 
markable powers,  and  if  it  were  possible,  even  to 
deceive  the  very  elect.  But  they  claim  ability 
that  they  do  not  possess,  and  are  either  deceivers 
or  self-deceived.  All  this  is  only  an  indication  that 
the  coming  of  the  Lord  is  near  at  hand.  Let  us 
not  be  deceived  and  drawn  away  from  the  truth 
by  these  claimants  of  supernatural  powers!  They 
may  be  able  to  do  just  as  wonderful  things  as  Kah- 
li Kahn,  but  they  possess  no  more  supernatural 
power  than  does  the  astute  and  clever  juggler  at 
Agra.    We  are  not  to  be  understood  as  limiting 


CHRISTIAN  INFLUENCE  IN  THE  HOME. 

BY  N.  D.  UNDEEHILL. 

Kind  words  and  actions  are  acknowledged  to  be 
essential,  but  is  there  not  more  that  we  can  do  to 
influence  our  dear  ones  to  come  to  Christ  and  to 
serve  him?  How  many  Christian  parents  neglect 
to  teach  their  children  to  read  the  Bible,  to  search 
the  Scriptures,  to  pray,  to  work?  They  say: 
don't  have  time."  If  they  saw  their  loved  ones 
falling  into  the  fire,  would  they  have  time  to  pu 
them  out?  Better  to  teach  them  to  avoid  the  fire. 
If  we  fail  to  teach  our  children  to  avoid  the  evi 
one  and  spend  their  time  in  useful  ways,  may  they 
not  some  time  fall  into  temptation  when  it  may 

How  many  families  never 


too  late  to  save  them?     .. 

have   family  worship;   their  children  have    nev 

heard  their  father   read   the    Scriptures,  or 

mother  pray.     Is  this  right?     But  some  one 

"  My  husband   is  not   a  Christian, 

would  have  a  family  altar."     Dear 

not   know   that   Christ   has    said. 


thar 
iays, 
were,  we 
sister,  do  y°u 
Where  two     ' 


my  name, 


there 


three  are  gathered  togethe 
will  be  in  the  midst  of  them  "  ?     Is  not  you.   - 
band  more  likely  to  become  a  believer  if  you  ' 
for  him?        • 


May  3° 


O-THH    GOSPEL   MBSSBntsTa-DIR,. 


How  beautiful  it  is  to  see  a  mother  and  her 
children  reading  God's  Word,  singing  and  praying 
together!  It  is  much  more  beautiful,  if  the  hus- 
band and  father  be   their  leader  in  this  worship, 

but,  if  he  is  not>  let  them  sti"  n0Pe  and  Pray. 
Some  Christian  families  are  deprived  of  the  priv- 
ilege of  going  to  church;  some  members  of  many 
Christian  families  will  not  go  to  church.  How 
much,  then,  do  they  need  to  worship  God  at  home! 

We  know  a  family  who  are  all  believers  except 
the  father,  but  daily  they  pray  for  his  conversion. 
Though  he  will  not  join  them,  the  mother  and 
children  meet  in  the  best  room  at  a  certain  hour 
each  day  where  they  read  a  portion  of  Scripture, 
sing  a  hymn  or  two  and  pray.  Sometimes  the 
mother  leads  the  service,  sometimes  one  of  the 
children.  She  thinks  the  habit  of  worshiping  God 
at  home  is  a  great  help  to  her.  It  helps  her  to  be 
faithful,  kind  and  steadfast.  She  says  that  she 
knows  Jesus  is  with  them  every  time  they  call 
upon  his  name,  for  she  can  feel  his  presence. 

I  have  heard  a  little  child  beg  its  mother  to 
"read  a  little  piece  in  the  Bible"  to  it.  I  have 
known  a  child  to  say,  "  I  love  to  hear  about  Jesus." 
What  a  great  amount  of  influence  parents  have 
over  their  children!  How  easily  the  young  minds 
are  trained  either  in  the  right  way  or  the  wrong 
way.  They  not  only  follow  our  example,  but  their 
young  minds  reach  out  and  grasp  all  that  is  around 
them.  How  important,  then,  that  we  surround 
them  with  good  influences,  good  companions,  good 
books  and  pleasant  homes! 

What  a  precious  charge  are  they!  If  God  has 
blessed  us  with  a  home,  a  husband,  a  wife,  a  father, 
mother  and  children,  ought  not  we  to  honor  him 
in  our  home?  If  he  has  given  us  the  care  of  a 
family,  ought  not  we  to  try  to  make  them  fit  for 
heaven?  The  home  is  a  place  of  mighty  power. 
No  church,  lodge,  or  organization,  has  the  influ- 
ence that  is  bound  up  in  the  home. 

"Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and 
when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 

Canon  City,  Colo. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  FORBEARANCE. 


This  is  a  subject  that  should  concern  every  pro- 
fessor of  Christ.  Webster  gives  us  the  meaning: 
"  Exercise  of  patience."  Forbear,  to  refuse,  to  de- 
lay, to  de'cline,  to  avoid,  to  abstain  from,  to  indulge, 
to  bear  with.  We  see  it  is  full  of  meaning  to  the 
Christian,  and  is  of  great  importance  because  there 
is  nothing  that  expresses  the  genuine  love  of 
Christ,  portrayed  by  his  followers  as  that  of  for- 
bearance. I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  seems  to  take 
a  whole  life-time  for  the  majority  of  people  to  fully 
understand  the  meaning  intended.  Ofttimes  have 
we  longed  and  prayed  for  the  blessedness  of  this 
one  great  thing,  but  for  all  that  we  do  not  seem  to 
be  apt  pupils,  for  we  know  we  are  not  lowly  and 
meek,  with  long-suffering  enough,  and  do  not  for- 
bear one  another  in  love,  endeavoring,  with  all  our 
Power,  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds 
of  peace. 

But  to  every  one  of  us  is  given  grace  according 
'o  the  measure  of  the  gift  of  Christ.  This,  then, 
certainly  tells  us  that  forbearance  is  a  gift  from 
Ct>rist,  and  should  be  made  perfect  in  his'  love,  that 
'he  church  and  membership  might  be  strengthened 
and  edified,  and  built  up  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  new 
man  in  Christ  is  called  out,  and  the  leaven  of  puri- 
ty and  peace  is  at  work  within  our  own  breast,  for 
'hose  of  like  precious  faith;  consequently  the  little 
minor  things  we  see  in  others,  that  seem  to  disturb 
our  minds  and  hearts,  will  go  unnoticed  and  be  for- 
gotten by  u>. 

When  we  possess  forbearance  as  the  elect  of  God, 
"  "e  holy  and  beloved,  as  Christ  would  have  us, 
b,  bowe's  of  mercy,  full  of  kindness,  with  hum- 
ineness  of  mind,  having  meekness,  with  long-suffer- 
ed' a"d  are  willing  and  ready  to  forgive  one  anoth- 
hL  /  nr'st  forgave  us,  we  are  then  following  in 
"« foot-steps, 


Forbearance  is  the  putting  on  of  charity,  which 
is  the  bond  of  perfectness,  that  "  the  God  of  peace 
may  rule  in  our  hearts,  that  whatsoever  may  be 
done  in  word  or  deed,  may  be  done  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  giving  our  thanks  and  praises  to 
God  for  all  things." 

We  must  not  keep  back  the  good  things  our 
hearts,  minds,  souls  and  bodies  possess,  from  the 
children  of  men,  but  give  them  to  others  that  are 
not  yet  in  fellowship  and  communion  with  him 
Ah,  yes,  we  are  seemingly  good  in  our  own  sight 
but  what  might  others  think  of  us,  were  we  to  un 
dertake  to  point  out  to  them  some  seeming  mistake 
of  theirs?  While  ours  may  be  a  greater  one,  yet 
they  may  forbear  telling  us  so.  At  the  same  time 
the  spirit  may  be  crushed  to  that  extent  as  to 
cause  a  downfall  or  a  retaliation.  Candidly  I  ask, 
"  Does  this  bring  about  peace  within  either  bosom? 
If  not,  had  we  not  better  exercise  the  spirit  of  for- 
bearance? Can  we  not  learn  the  grand  and  nob! 
lessons  from  the  apostles  of  old,  who  were  valiant 
soldiers  of  the  cross  of  Christ?  The  raiment  of 
John  the  Baptist  was  camel's  hair,  with  a  leather 
girdle  about  the  loins.  Peter  wore  a  fisher's  coat, 
while  Paul  commanded  that  his  cloak  be  brought 
from  Ephesus. 

Our  beloved  Master  wore  a  seamless  vesture 
He  and  they,  with  all  the  blessedness  of  forbear- 
ance that  men  can  possibly  possess,  were  clothed 
with  the  robe  of  plainness  and  righteousness 
They  did  not  so  much  look  at  the  outside,  as  men 
do  to-day,  but  rather  at  the  heart. 

Will  some  one  please  give  the  Scripture  where 
our  Blessed  Master  rebuked  an  individual,  without 
first  being  censured  by  him?  Did  he  not  kn 
what  was  in  people's  hearts  beforehand,  as  well  as 
afterward,  and  could  he  not  have  done  the  rebuk 
ing  first?  Cannot  we  see  those  things  to  a  certain 
extent,  in  many  instances,  and  should  we  not  for- 
bear as  our  Blessed  Master  did? 

In  time  past  some  have  been  refused  their  letters 
because  some  objected  to  things  they  wore,  but  iri 
a  very  few  years  the  objectors  themselves  were 
clothed  in  the  same  manner.  This  was  inconsis 
tent. 

A  question  seems  to  strike  me  very  forcibly 
Are  we  not  forgetting  our  promises  to  God  that  we 
made  before  men,  when  we  send  word  by  others,  to 
the  member  who,  we  think,  has  violated  some 
church  rule  or  Gospel  precept?  Had  we  not  better 
see  such  members  face  to  face,  with  the  loving 
grasp  of  the  hand  and  the  spirit  of  meekness 
coupled  with  the  fear,  that,  perhaps,  we  are  more 
guilty  than  they?  What  seems  to  be  inexpedient 
to  one,  may  not  be  esteemed  as  such  by  another. 
Consequently  both  may  be  right,  if  the  spirit  of  for- 
bearance and  patience  is  exercised.  This  makes 
each  one  good  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  he  can  real- 
ize and  know  of  a  truth  that  the  Lord  holds  him 
up,  through  his  sanctification,  while  all  glory,  honor 
and  praise  shall  be  given  unto  him  who  has  madi 
them  free  by  his  purifying  blood.  Our  hearts  and 
minds  are  rich  in  wisdom  when  we  can  teach  and 
admonish  one  another  in  psalms  and  hymns  and 
spiritual  songs,  singing  with  grace  in  our  hearts  un- 
to the  Lord. 

The  spirit  of  forbearance  is  the  noblest  attribute 
of  the  soul.  The  beauty  of  face,  form,  voice,  or 
mental  power,  is  nothing  compared  with  the  illumi- 
nated soul  in  Christ  Jesus.  May  God  help  us  to 
press  onward  and  upward  to  the  prize  that  is  set  be- 
fore the  faithful  ones,  by  learning  the  true  spirit  of 
forbearance.  "  The  true  hero  is  more  often  he  who 
endures  than  he  who  does." 

Virden,  III.  < 

AN  APPEAL  TO  OUR  SISTERS. 

BY  MARY  V.  HARSHBARGEB. 

I.  If  our  plain  white  caps  are  for  a  prayer  cover- 
ing, let  us  wake  up  and  make  them  large  enough 
that  people  need  not  say  they  don't  come  more 
than  half  on  our  heads.  I  have  seen  officials'  wives 
whose  coverings  really  did  not  cover  their  heads, 
In  such  cases  it  surely  k  only  a  ftrnf  mi  no  spirit, 


2.  For  the  sake  of  Jesus  let  us  make  them  neat 
and  keep  them  clean.  Let  us  use  them  more  in  a 
sacred  way  than  is  often  done.  We  need  not 
expect  intelligent  people  to  want  to  come  to  us,  if 
we  allow  ourselves  to  appear  in  a  slovenly  manner. 
We  must  keep  ourselves  mat  and  tidy,  or  we  cannot 
expect  to  have  an  influence  over  intelligent  people. 

Hutchinson,  /Cans. 

NOT  OUR  WAY. 

A  little  boy  had  something  wrong  with  his 
foot.  It  was  a  kind  of  a  disease  which  his  friends 
knew  might  end  in  his  being  lame  for  life.  The 
only  remedy  was  a  very  painful  one.  It  was  to 
wear  a  special  sort  of  boot,  not  made  of  soft  leath- 
er, but  of  iron,  which  should  hold  the  foot  tight  in 
a  certain  position. 

Oh,  how  the  poor  little  fellow  cried  when  It  was 
put  on!  It  felt  so  stiff,  and  heavy,  and  uncomfort- 
able. The  boot  was  to  be  worn  a  whole  year. 
Many  and  many  a  time  the  boy  would  hobble  along 
and  go  up  to  his  mother  and  plead  to  have  it  taken 
off,  but  she  would  always  say,  "  I  know  it  is  very, 
very  hard  to  bear,  dear,  but  you  know  it  is  far  better 
to  have  this  than  to  be  lame  for  life."  So  the  boot 
was  kept  on,  and  when  it  was  taken  off  at  last,  the 
disease  was  quite  gone. 

Often  and  often,  when  the  weakly  little  lad  had 
grown  up  to  be  a  strong,  big  fellow,  he  would  say, 
"  Oh,  mother,  I'm  so  glad  you  didn't  give  in  to  me 
when  I  asked  you  to  take  off  my  boot,  though  it  did 
hurt  so." 

Sometimes  our  Heavenly  Father  sends  us  some 
trouble  which,  like  the  iron  boot,  is  very  hard  to 
bear,  and  we  pray  him  to  take  it  away.  But  often 
he  says,  "  Bear  it  a  little  longer,  and  afterwards 
you  will  see  it  has  done  you  such  great  good." — 
Zions  Watchman. 


PLAINNESS  IN  DRESS. 


A  recent  issue  of  the  Christian  Herald  has  this 
sensible  thing  to  say  concerning  the  question  of 
plain  dressing.  It  will  commend  itself  to  all  think- 
ing people: 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  many  people  who 
have  succeeded,  through  their  own  exertions,  in 
pushing  themselves  socially  and  financially  to  the 
front,  have  simple  tastes.  Far  from  being  the  ex- 
travagant beings  the  world  vulgarly  believes,  they 
find  in  the  possession  of  wealth  no  valid  reason  for 
the  indulgence  of  immoderate  tastes  or  expensive 
notions,  but  are  rather  pleased  with  a  plainness 
both  in  diet  and  dress,  that  many  others  might  re- 
gard as  bordering  on  severity.  Their  wealth  is 
really  a  stewardship — a  trust.  Such  persons,  as  a 
rule,  don't  believe  that  a  so-called  "  fashionable 
education  "  will  help  their  children.  Mrs.  Rocke- 
feller, for  example,  holds  that  daughters  should  be 
brought  up  as  simply  as  possible  and  not  indulged 
in  ornaments,  even  though  the  parents  have  mil- 
lions. Mrs.  U.  S.  Grant  coincides  and  deprecates 
the  vanity  of  encouraging  girls  to  outdress  each 
other.  Mrs.  Armour  longs  for  greater  simplicity  in 
the  dressing  and  rearing  of  children.  A  number  of 
other  ladies,  all  prominent  and  well  known,  have 
lately  recorded  their  opinion  on  the  girls'  dress 
question,  and  all  agree  that  simple  dressing,  with 
the  view  of  economy  and  self-help,  are  greatly  to  be 
desired,  instead  of  the  absurd  extravagance  now  so 

general.  

A  FOROOTTEN  COMMISSION. 

A  5TKANGE  instance  of  a  lapse  of  memory  is  re- 
ported in  a  Boston  journal.  A  benevolent,  elderly 
gentleman,  who  lives  in  a  suburb  of  that  city,  was 
sitting  in  a  railroad  car,  with  a  number  of  parcels 
around  him.  He  had  a  perplexed,  worried  appear- 
ance, which  he  explained  when  an  acquaintance 
walking  through  the  cars,  recognized  him,  and  sat 
down  by  his  side.  He  had  forgotten  something 
and  could  not  tell  what  it  was,     He  had  a  distinct 

pression  as  to  the  number  of  his  commissions 
and  he  counted  and  re-counted  his  parcels,  with  no 
result  M  the  confirmation  of  his  belief  that  some 
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one  thing  which  he  had  to  do  had  not  been  don 
Various  suggestions  were  made  by  his 
tance,  but  none  of  them  gave  him  the  ch 
forgotten  business.  "  I  shall  have  to  giv 
he  said  when  the  preparatory  bell  rang, 
bly  it  was  not  of  much  consequence," 
friend.  "  Tell  me  about  your  family.  He 
wife?"    The  distraught  man  jumped   up 


e  to  the 
:  it  up, 
"  Prob: 
said   the 
wis  you: 
:xcitedly 


of  the  car.  "  That's  it,"  he 
s  in  Boston,  and  I  was  to 
s  coming  home  witli  me." 
is  friend's  care,  he  jumped 
moving  and  hurried  away 
with   his   wife.     It  was 


and  hurried  to  the  di 
exclaimed.  "  My  wife  i: 
have  met  her.  She  was 
Leaving  his  parcels  in  hi 
off  the  car  just  as  it  was 
to  keep  his  appointme 
strange  that  he  should  have  remembered  all  his 
purchases  and  other  business,  and  have  forgotten 
that  duty.  Still  more  strange  is  it  when  the  Chris- 
tian becomes  so  absorbed  in  worldly  affairs  that  he 
neglects  private  prayer  or  the  prayer  meeting, 
where  he  was  wont  to  meet  his  Lord.  There  are 
some  to  whom  our  Lord  has  reason  to  say,  as  "he 
said  to  his  disciples:  "What,  could  ye  not  watch 
with  me  one  hour?"  (Matt.  26:  40.)— Christian 
Herald.  ^___^__„ 

THE  STORY  OF  DELIA. 

A  TRUE  STORY, 

"Why  do  you  take  that  rose  with  you  into  the 
slums?"  was  the  question  put  to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Whit- 
temore  by  her  companion,  who  was  to  accompany 
her  to  the  most  degraded  district  of  one  of  our 
large  cities. 

"  Because  I  mean  to  give  it  to  the  person  who 
has  fallen  the  lowest  that  we  shall  meet  there — 
with  a  prayer  to  God  to  make  it  a  silent  messenger 
for  him,"  was  the  answer.  They  went,  and  a  young 
woman  who  emerged  from  a  sub-cellar  offered  to 
pioneer  them  to  the  worst  opium  dens,  saying,  "  I 
am  afraid  of  neither  man,  God,  nor  devil,  and  so  I 
can  go  anywhere."  She  wore  an  old,  faded,  blue 
dress;  her  hair  was  dishevelled;  under  both  eyes 
were  dark  blue  bruises  from  a  recent  fight,  while  a 
little  bald  spot  on  her  head  in  front  showed  where 
some  of  her  hair  had  been  pulled  out  in  a  struggle. 
The  hour's  walk  and  talk  with  her  seemed  provoca- 
tive of  no  good.  At  parting  Mrs.  Whittemore 
handed  her  the  rose,  asking  her  to  come  the  follow- 
ing night  to  the  "  Florence  Midnight  Mission,"  to 
which  she  assented.  Seeing  a  look  of  incredulity 
on  the  face  of  one  of  the  ladies,  she  drew  herself 
up,  and  with  some  force  said,  "  1  suppose  you  don't 
believe  my  word,  but  when  I  say  a  thing,  I  do  what 
I  say.     r  U  be  there  I" 

Delia  was  known  by  different  names  to  the  po- 
lice. One  was  "  Mystery."  She  was  hard  to  find 
when  wanted.  Another  was  "  Blue-Bill,"  from  the 
color  that  she  favored.  The  next  evening  Mrs. 
Whittemore  waited  in  vain  for  her  at  the  Mission. 
On  the  following  night  the  matron  met  her  at  the 
door,  handing  her  a  little  parcel.  Inside  were  the 
remnants  of  that  once  beautiful  rose.  It  had  done 
its  duty.  It  had  spoken  silently  to  the  girl,  given 
as  it  was  "  in  his  name."  When  she  would  gaze  up- 
on its  purity  and  freshness,  it  seems  a  holy  desire 
arose  within  her  soul  to  seek  a  better  life.     She 


so  much  love  for  her  that  we  may  just  love  her  in- 
to loving  thee." 

The  prayer  was  answered,  and  Delia  became  an 
entirely  changed  person.  She  soon  lost  all  desire 
for  opium  and  drink,  and  more  than  once  she 
would  exclaim.  'Has  not  God  done  wonderfully  for 
me?" 

The  change  in  her  countenance  was  no  less  re- 
markable than  in  her  character.  The  hard  lines 
across  her  forehead  and  round  her  mouth  faded 
away.  The  sunken  eyes  and  cheeks  rounded  out. 
The  expression  became  gentle  and  peaceful.  As  I 
look  al  the  two  likenesses  of  her,  taken  at  an  inter- 
val of  two  years,  it  is  hard  to  believe  that  it  can  be 
the  same  face. 

Delia  has  since  passed  away  from  earth  to  heav- 
en.— Louisa  A   Nash,  in  Morning  Star. 
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From  the  North  Morrill  Church,  Brown  Co.,  Kans. 

'  The  Brethren's  churchhouse  in  the  country, — a 
structure  40x60  feet  in  size,  was  swept  from  the 
foundation  and  scattered  by  a  tornado,  which 
swept  across  this  portion  of  Kansas  on  Sunday  ev- 
ening, May  17.  Buildings  of  every  description, 
which  were  in  its  path,  were  razed  from  their  foun- 
dations and  scattered  to  the  four  winds. 
>*.  When  looking  upon  these  ruins  of  large  and  sub- 
stantially-built buildings,  we  are  reminded  of  the 
words  of  our  Savior,  in  reference  to  the  temple, 
when  he  said  there  should  not  be  one  stone  left  up- 
on another. 

id  language  sufficiently  strong  to 
nd  true  effects  of  such  a  storm  to 
who  has  never  witnessed  such  a 
:re  killed  in  this  immediate  vicini- 
oughout  the  course  of  the  storm, 
how  so  many  escaped  with  their 
storm,  and  in  houses  torn  to  at- 
oms. The  majority  of  people,  however,  sought 
shelter  in  cellars  and  caves.  A  little  child,  sleep- 
ing in  its  bed,  in  a  house,  one-half  mile  from  the 
Brethren's  churchhouse,  was  found  asleep,  among 
the  rubbish  of  the  house,  after  the  storm.  Papers 
have  been  found,  that  had  been  carried  by  the 
storm  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  mites.  The  tim- 
ber through  which  it  passed  was  broken,  twisted, 
uprooted,  and  heaped  up  in  a  wonderful  manner. 
Orchards  were  plucked  up  by  the  roots.  If  you  can 
imagine  your  condition,  friendly  reader,  to  be  de- 
prived, in.  a  moment,  of  all  your  buildings  and  all 
that  is  therein,— your  beautiful  trees  in  which  you 
have  taken  so  much  pride  and  pleasure,  your  or- 
chard, from  which  you  were  accustomed  to  gather 
the  fruit  for  your  family,  your  farm  implements, 
vehicles  and  horses,  and  to  barely  escape  with  your 
life,  while  some  of  the  family  are  probably  lying 
dead  in  the  ruins,  you  can  form  some  faint  idea  of 
the  condition  of  many  but  a  few  miles  from  our 
door.  It  would  require  columns  to  describe  its 
wonderful  and  awful  effects.         T.  A.  Eisenbise. 


herever  she  went,  until  all  its 
It  was  in  this  condition  when 
she  found  her  way  up  to  the  mission,  arriving  there 
just  after  I  had  left." 

Friends  induced  her  to  enter  the  "  Door  of  Hope," 
and  the  matron,  touched  by  her  affection  for  the 
wilted  rose,  gave  her  a  fresh  one.  Later  on,  when 
referring  to  that  night,  she  said,  "  I  came  to  the 
Home  like  the  poor,  faded,  pink  rose,  but,  with  the 
grace  of  God,  I  shall  now  bloom  like  the  new  rose 
given  me  there."  These  were  the  words  of  Mrs. 
Whittemore's  prayer  when  she,  the  matron,  and 
and  Delia  knelt  together: 

"  Dear  Lord,  grant  this  poor  girl  thy  love,  for 
this  is,  after  all,  what  she  sorely  needs,  and  give  us 


From  the  Manassas  Church,  Va. 

We  met  in  council  in  the  Cannon  Branch  meet- 
inghouse, May  12,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  visit 
and  to  prepare  for  the  approaching  love  feast. 
The  report  was  favorable.  The  attendance  was 
larger  than  usual.  Quite  a  number  of  the  members 
of  the  Nokesville  church  were  present,  among 
them  four  of  their  officials.  The  progress  of  the 
meeting  was  interfered  with  by  a  heavy  hailstorm, 
which  did  some  damage  to  fruit  and  crops  in  some 
places.  Three  were  received  by  letter,  and  one  let- 
ter was  granted.  Hearty  exhortations  and  admo- 
nitions were  given  by  our  elder  and  several  others. 

May  16  was  our  love  feast.  The  weather  was  all 
that  could  be  desired  and  we  had  a  glorious  feast. 
Before  the  regular  services  began,  two  dear  sisters 


united  with  us  by  baptism.     One  had  belonged 
the  Baptist  church  and  the  other  to  the  Disciple° 
The  husbands  of  both  these  sisters  have  been  me  S 
bers  for  many  years.     Now  they  are  going  hand-i 
hand  towards  the  Promised  Land.    The  one  famii 
lives  seventeen  miles  from  here,  and  are.'so^far'as  I 
know,   the   only  members  in  Fairfax  County.    ]f 
any  one  knows  of  others  we  would  be  glad  to  be  i 
formed  of  it. 

Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 
present  and  did  most  of  the  preaching.  Eld.  A  n 
Garber,  from  the  "Valley,"  officiated.  Eld.  J  c 
Holsinger  and  brethren  M.  G.  Early  and  Dennis 
Weimer,  from  the  neighboring  congregations,  were 
also  present  and  gave  valuable  assistance.  Bro 
Weimer  gave  us  a  practical  sermon  on  Sunday 
morning,  followed  by  Eld.  Garber.  This  was  Bro 
Hollinger's  first  visit  to  Virginia,  and  he  expressed 
himself  as  being  well  pleased.  We  were  sorry  be 
could  not  remain  with  us  over  Sunday.  There 
were  not  as  many  members  or  spectators  present  as 
last  fall,  but  the  order  and  attention  were  splendid 
Thus  another  refreshing  season  has  passed,  and,  for 
all  we  know,  it  may  have  been  the  last  for  some  of 
us.  Oh,  may  we  all  be  so  unspeakably  happy  as  to 
be  permitted  to  be  seated  around  that  table  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  where  Christ  has  promised  that 
he  will  gird  himself  and  serve  usl     ].  E.  Blough. 

Manassas,  Va.,  May  19. 


From  the  5hoal  Creek  Church,  fjrangevllle,  Mo. 

The  good  cause  is  prospering  with  us.  The 
church  seems  to  be  waking  up  to  a  new  life.  Our 
Bible  lessons  and  meetings  each  Sunday  and  Tues- 
day nights  are  well  attended  and  a  good  interest  is 
shown.  At  one  of  those  meetings,  recently,  six 
youths  made  the  good  confession  of  faith  and  were 
baptized.  A  short  time  before,  one  was  received 
by  baptism,  making  seven  by  baptism  and  ten  by 
letter  since  our  arrival  here. 

Nov.  21,  last  year,  by  an  extra  effort, .  we  started' 
an  evergreen  Sunday  school.  The  school  was  con- 
tinued with  an  increasing  interest.  We  find  the, 
present  Quarterlies  very  instructive. 

Most  of  the  members  take  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger, and  are  much  pleased  with  it  as  far  as  I  have 
learned.  This  is  a  very  nice  country  and  crops  bid 
fair.  We  like  the  country  and  people  very  well, 
and  especially  those  of  the  household  of  faith.  I 
am  located  at  the  old  home  of  Bro.  J.  H.  Moore, 
and  if  he  were  here  now  he  would  find  much  oppo- 
sition. 

Our  old  Bro.  Shoe  is  still  lingering,  waiting  for 
the  Lord  to  call  him  home.  He  enjoys  the  social 
services  we  hold  with  him,  and  continues  to  ask 
about  the  meetings  and  welfare  of  the  church. 
May  the  Lord  bless  his  children  everywhere,  is  r»Y 
prayer!  T.  A.  Robinson. 

May  18. 

April  Notes  from  Bulsar,  India. 

— We  are  having  some  real  physical  warmth 
nowadays.  Our  thermometer  hangs  up-stairs  on 
the  veranda,  in  the  shade.  There  it  goes  up  to  99° 
by  2  P.  M.,  and  it  sometimes  does  not  change  till 
six, — nearly  sundown.    The  daily  record  is  95 

"°"  V 

—The  schools  of  Bulsar  open  now  at  6:  30  'n  tw 
morning,  and  close  at  10:  30.  Then  the  boys  g  I 
home  to  avoid  the  increasing  heat.  ^ 

— One  gentleman  camping  here  told  us  tha 
his  tent,  which  is  covered  with  two  thicknesses  ° 
canvas,  the  thermometer  reaches  1070. 

—We  are  informed  that  there  is  a  lady  miss,°hj 
ary   in   Bombay  who   is   actually  waiting  'or 
Holy  Spirit  to  give  her  the  language  without  »W  >■ 
I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  in  faith-heali  » 
and  in  anointing,  and  in  sanctification;  but 
lieve  that  one  extreme  is  about  as  bad  as  the  0 
On  one  extreme  is  a  good  deal  of  unholy  te 
ing  offered  to  disestablish  these  doctrines;  on 
other  side  is  a  good  deal  of  uncharitable  reason' 
because  all  will  not  become  extremists.    £>■=       ^ 
the  position  of  the  middle  man  — "  temperi,l!; ' 
things," 


Bay  3°.  Ig96- 

_  1 f 

_Why  should  not  everybody,  throughout  the 
world,  say  Salaam?  It  means,  "  I  wish  you  well," 
.■How  do  you  do,"  "Good  by,"  "Good  morning," 
.■Good  evening,"  "  God  bless  you,"  etc.,  etc.  It  is 
a  very  appropriate  word,  and  comes  into  so  fre- 
quent use.  One  very  little  fellow  here,  every  time 
he  sees  me,  says,  "  Talaam,  lalaam,  talaam." 

—A  religious  society  of  England  has  twenty-six 
times  as  many  subscribers  to  its  mission  paper  as  it 
has  members  of  church.  If  we  had  as  much  love 
and  zeal,  manifested  in  the  same  way,  the  Mission- 
ary Visitor  would  have  2,080,000  subscribers!  Just 
think!  And  the  Visitor  is  laboring  to  get  a  little 
modest  list  of  2,000  subscribers,  that  it  may  be  self- 
supporting.  If  I  wasn't  a  subscriber,  I  think  the 
next  thing  I'd  do  would  be  subscribe! 

—Our  Messengers  go  round  and  round,  and 
many  are  the  neighbors  and  friends  who  read  them. 
May  God  abundantly  own  its  publishers  and  con- 
tributors! 

—Chullo,  in  Gujerati,  means  "  Come  on,"  "  Come 
along,"  "Let  us  be  at  it,"  etc.  Bai  means  "broth- 
er." Bai  is  very  commonly  used.  We  hear  it 
every  day.  Rather  than  call  a  man  by  his  name 
the  natives  will  call  him  bai. 

God  has  a  work  for  us  to  do,  (a) 

Chullo,  bai; 
Who  ne'er  begins  will  ne'er  get  through,  («) 

Chullo,  bai ; 
While  Christ  prepares  the  heavens  for  thee,  (c) 
He  says,  since  you  like  Him  shall  be,  {if) 
"  Do  thou  prepare  the  earth  for  Me."  {e) 
Chullo,  bai ;  chullo,  chullo. 

W.  B.  Stover. 
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From  Forgy,  Ohio. 


love  /ekst  for  Ju 
uw  cYfurchhous 


Donnell's  Creek  church  met  in  council  last 
Saturday.  Among  the  business  done  was  the  or- 
daining of  Bro.  David  Leatherman  to  the  eldership. 
Brethren  John  Smith  and  Henry  Gump  were  pres- 
ent to  attend  to  the  work.  We  also  appointed  a 
),  commencing  at  5  P.  M  ,  in 
New  Carlisle.  We  also  ap- 
)inted  a  love  feast  at  the  Donnel's  Creek  house 
for  Oct.  24,  commencing  at  2  P.  M.  This  is  in  the 
large  house  where  District  Meeting  was  held  this 
year.  About  S30  was  paid  in  for  the  use  of  the 
After  some  other  business  the  meeting 
closed  at  2:  30  P.  M. 
May  22,  wife  and  I,  with  many  others,  expect  to 
•  way  to  Ottawa,  Kansas.  May  the  Con- 
ference be  one  where  much  good  will  be  done  for 
the  cause  of  Christ.  Do  we  all  feel  the  importance 
neeting?  Henry  Frantz. 


From  Eglon,  W.  Va. 


0  we  had  preaching  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  at 
Glade  View,  and  at  the  Brooksidc  churches;  also  at 
different  other  places. 

May  12,  one  of  our  neighbors,  a  young  widow, 
"hopped  dead  while  walking  over  the  floor.  In  less 
than  two  years  the  husband  and  wife  and  their  only 
child  have  been  laid  in  the  tomb. 

evening  of  May  14  Bro.  Jonas  Fike 
Preached  for  us  at  Maple  Spring.  Some  of  our  vis- 
ing brethren  preached  at  Glade  View.  The  fol- 
lowing morning,  at  10  A.  M.,  we  met  for  Ministerial 
Meeting.  Many  brethren  and  sisters  were  present, 
;M  still  not  as  many  as  we  would  like  to  have  seen. 
'he  topics  that  were  discussed  that  day  were 
'"idled  efficiently.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  lis- 
en  to  the  many  speeches  that  were  made.  At 
"'Sht  Bro.  G.  S.  Arnold  pieached  at  Maple  Spring, 
M  some  of  the  other  Brethren  preached  at  Glade 
>e\v.    The  next  day  we  met  again  at  9:  30  A,   M., 

"ldT"'"8'  We  again  had  another  beautiful  day. 

heard  many  grand   lessons,  which  closed  our 

"isterial  Meeting,— one  long  to  be   remembered. 

1  n'ght  the  Brethren  preached  at  all  three  of  the 

^rch«.     In  the   morning   we    had    a    Children's 

■eivef,ngvconducted  hy  Bro-  B- Smith-  We  rc" 

Bu  a  beautiful  and  grand  lesson.     At  10:  30  A. 

Iso   r°'        ltn  preached  again  for  us.     There  was 

Poaching  by  some  of  the  other  brethren  at  the 


other  two  churches.  Some  of  the  Maryland  Breth- 
ren were  with  us  during  the  meetings,  and  took 
part  in  the  exercises.  Rachkl  Weimer. 

From  Canton,  Ohio. 

Bv  the  request  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  of  the 
Mahoning  church,  we  met  with  them  at  the  Zion 
Hill  meetinghouse,  May  14,  to  engage  in  holding  a 
few  meetings.  The  meetings  were  well  attended. 
A  good  interest  was  manifested.  Four  precious 
souls  were  received  by  baptism.  One  applicant  is 
to  be  received  in  the  near  future.  We  have  labored 
much  in  this  church  and  have  always  found  a  zeal- 
ous band  of  members.  We  have  two  evergreen 
Sunday  schools,  a  Sisters'  Missionary  Circle,  and  a 
Young  People's  Meeting.  These  aids,  coupled  with 
a  live  ministry,  will  bring  success.  Without  sacri- 
fice and  zeal  no  great  work  will  be  accomplished, 
especially  in  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

When  we  pray,  "  Thy  kingdom  come,"  let  us  also 
remember  there  is  something  for  us  to  do.  Doing 
our  part  of  the  work  will  bring  joy  and  comfort, 
and  in  the  end  eternal  life.  John  F.  Kahler. 
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Footville,  Ohio.— Bro.  S.  Sprankle  came  to  us 
May  16,  and  remained  over  Sunday,  preaching  two 
soul-cheering  sermons,  which  were  very  much  ap- 
preciated by  the  few  members  at  this  place. — Em- 
ma Burns,  May  /p. 

Sterling,  111. — The  church  at  Sterling,  111.,  ex- 
pects  to  hold  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings,  be- 
ginning May  30  and  continuing  until  after  their 
feast  June  13  and  14.  The.  meetings  will  be  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  W.  H.  Eisenbise,  of  Mt.  Carroll, 
111.— .P.  R.  Keltner,  May  10. 

Woburn,  111.  —  The  members  of  the  Mulberry 
Grove  church  met  in  quarterly  council  May  9,  All 
business  passed  off  pleasantly.  We  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  sometime  in  October.  There 
was  one  addition  to  the  church  by  baptism  the  lat- 
ter part  of  March. — Samuel  Goodman,  April  13. 

North  Coventry,  Pa.— We  met  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  May  16  and  baptized  eleven  persons.  All 
but  one  were  young.  In  the  afternoon  two  were 
baptized  at  the  Parkerford  congregation.  It  is  a 
joyous  time  when  we  see  the  young  turning  to  the 
Lord  for  life!  May  they  watch  and  pray  to  the 
end!-  W.  W.  Kulp,  Potlstown,  Pa.,  May  22. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Ind.— May  9  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Pleasant  Hill  church  met  in  council, 
preparatory  to  our  love  feast,  which  occurred  May 
16.  Everything  passed  off  pleasantly.  We  had 
a  good  Communion.  We  also  have  Sunday  school 
every  Sunday,  and  fairly  good  attendance.  May 
the  Lord  help  us  to  be  more  faithful  and  work 
harder  for  the  cause  of  Christl— Sarah  Gump, 
May  2t. 

Reading,  Pa.— On  Sunday,  May  10,  our  hearts 
were  again  made  to  rejoice,  for,  at  the  close  of 
services,  one  dear  soul  was  buried  with  Christ  in 
baptism,  to  walk  in  newness  of  life.  The  brother 
is  well  advanced  in  years,  but  had  time  to  heed 
the  call  ere  it  was  too  late.  Our  love  feast  is.  June 
2  and  3.  It  will  be  held  in  the  barn  on  the  farm  of 
Bro.  William  Reber,  near  the  Mohrsville  meeting- 
house.— A.  H.  Longenecter,  957  Church  Street,  May 
20. 

Pierson,  Iowa.— On  May  9  the  Kingsley  church 
met  in  council,  prior  to  our  love  feast.  We  de- 
cided to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  near 
future;  also  appointed  one  delegate  to  Annual 
Meeting.  Our  love  feast  was  held  yesterday  and  to- 
day. Bro.  Michael  Emmert,  of  Dallas  County, 
was  with  us.  He  gave  us  two  good  sermons.  Bro. 
Stine,  of  the  same  place,  gave  a  nice  talk  to  the 
children  and  older  ones.  This  feast  was  more  im 
pressive  to  some  of  us,  as  it  was  the  last  one  at  which 
Bro.  Trostle,  our  elder,  will  be  with  us,  as  he  ex- 
pects to  leave  for  California  soon.— D.  7.  Dierdorff. 


Lewistown,  Pa.— Our  love  feast,  May  20,  was  a 
very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  meeting.  Our  mem- 
bers were  fairly  well  represented,  and  there  were 

number  from  adjoining  congregations.  Minis- 
tering brethren  with  us  were  J.  R.  Lane,  J.  B. 
Brumbaugh  and  Milton  Swigart.  Previous  to  our 
love  feast  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  held  a  series  of  meet- 
ings. He  did  not  shun  to  declare  the  whole  coun- 
sel of  God.  The  members  have  been  admonished 
and  instructed  in  the  way  they  should  go,  and  sin- 
ners were  warned  to  flee  the  wrath  of  God.  At 
our  council  meeting  one  was  baptized,  and  at  our 
love  feast  three  more  cast  their  lot  with  the  people 
of  God.  We  trust  they  may  all  prove  faithfull — 
Sarah  Spanogle,  May  22. 

Abilene  Church,  Kans.— Our  love  feast  was  a 
very  enjoyable  one.  On  account  of  rain  Saturday, 
there  was  not  so  large  an  attendance  of  members  as 
at  some  other  times.  Ministerial  help  was,  breth- 
ren Smith,  Ben  Forney,  and  S.  Z.  Sharp.  One  dear 
soul  was  baptized  on  Saturday  and  two  since.  Bro. 
Sharp  officiated  at  the  feast  and  preached  an  excel- 
lent sermon  on  Sunday  forenoon  and  evening  to  a 
very  large  audience.  Our  election  for  minister  fell 
on  Bro.  Charles  Shank;  for  deacons  on  brethren 
James  Rock  and  Jacob  Trostle,  Jr.  As  Bro.  Sharp 
expressed  it,  the  Lord  seemed  to  be  at  work  in  our 
midst.  May  the  blessing  of  God  go  with  them,  and 
help  them  to  be  faithful  to  their  calling,  is  our 
prayer!  —  T.  H.  Davis,  Donegal,  Kans. 

Washita,  Okla.  Ter.  —  April  26  Bro.  Ennis,  of 
El  Reno,  Okla.  Ter.,  commenced  a  short  series  of 
meetings  at  this  point.  He  continued  until  April 
30,  holding,  in  all,  six  meetings  with  good  attend- 
ance. The  members  here  were  much  built  up  in 
the  most  holy  faith.  There  are  ten  members  here 
now,  one  of  which  is  a  deacon.  We  have  no  resi- 
dent minister.  On  Monday,  the  27th,  we  held  a 
council  at  which  Bro.  Ennis  was  chosen  as  our 
elder.  He  received  four  letters.  Bro.  Hiram  E. 
Wiltfong  was  chosen  as  treasurer,  and  the  writer 
as  clerk.  The  members  decided  to  represent  at 
District  Meeting  by  letter.  April  26  we  organ- 
ized a  Union  Sunday  school  at  the  Calvary  Creek 
schoolhouse  by  choosing  Bro.  I.  S.  Mirkey  as  Su- 
perintendent.— D.  L.  Brubaker,  Cloud  Chief,  0.  T., 
May  3. 

Polo,  Mo.— Our  Sunday  school  is  growing  in  at- 
tendance. The  interest  is  good  and  the  prospects 
for  this  church  are  brightening.  On  last  Lord's 
Day  we  were  made  to  rejoice  as  two,  an  elderly 
man  and  wife,  were  baptized.  An  advantage  of 
being  in  the  order  was  clearly  shown.  The  wife 
had  been  taught  her  duty  in  years  gone  by.  She 
heard  there  was  a  church  organization  near  Polo. 
Accordingly  they  went  there,  made  inquiry,  and 
while  the  husband  was  searching  for  a  brother  who 
lives  there,  the  wife  saw  Bro.  J.  E.  Ellenberger 
across  the  street  and  at  once  knew  he  was  a  broth- 
er and  made  their  wants  known.  This  district 
(North  Missouri)  is  represented  at  Annual  Meet- 
ing by  our  elder,  J.  E.  Ellenberger.  Bro.  Israel 
Santee  is  sent  as  delegate  from  this  church.  We 
use  the  "Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book," 
which  is  giving  good  satisfaction. — M.  E.  Stair, 
May  22. 

Ladoga,  Ind.— May  3,  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Bethel  church, 
near  Ladoga,  Ind.  He  delivered  nineteen  soul- 
cheering  sermons.  Good  interest  was  manifested 
and  large  crowds  attended  the  services.  Bro. 
Beahm  preached  the  Word  with  all  its  Gospel  sim- 
plicity and  power.  The  church  was  spiritually 
strengthened,  two  precious  souls  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side  and  one  dear  sister  was  restored  to  fel- 
lowship. Many  more  are  very  near  the  kingdom. 
May  God  help  them  to  come!  The  meetings 
closed  with  a  glorious  love  feast,  May  19.  Minis- 
tering brethren  present  from  other  congregations 
were  Chas.  Campbell,  P.  H.  Beery,  and  Bro.  Beahm. 
While  we  regret  that  Bro.  Beahm  could  not  be  with 
us  longer,  we  know  great  good  has  been  accom- 
plished and  the  prayers  of  the  Brethren  at  Bethel 
will  follow  him  in  his  labors  elsewhere. — Lula 
Harsltiarger,  May  20. 
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Grover Hill,  Ohio— Eld.  Jacob  Kint- 
ner  will  preach  in  the  Blue  Creek 
church,  twelve  miles  east  of  Dague, 
Paulding  Co.,  Ohio,  May  31,  at  10  A. 
M.,  and  3  P.  M.  Subject,  baptism  — 
Oliver  William,  May  18. 

Mound  Valley,  Okla.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  May  2,  with 
Eld.  M.  M.  Ennis,  Moderator.  Con- 
siderable business  came  before  the 
meeting,  which  was  disposed  of  in 
a  Christian  spirit.  Having  other 
points  of  mission,  Bro.  Ennis  could 
only  remain  over  Sunday  with  us.— 
Anna  L.  Herrcn,  Thomas,  Okla.,  May  17. 
Wawaka,  Ind  —  Bro.  Peter  Stuck- 
man,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  began  meet- 
ings at  the  Harrisburg  schoolhouse 
near  Eddy,  Lagrange  Co.,  Ind.,  May 
3,  and  labored  with  us  until  the  even- 
ing of  the  nth.  The  meeting,  though 
short,  was  one  full  of  deep  interest. 
There  were  eight  additions  by  bap- 
tism,—all  adults.— C.  A.  Hubir,  May  17. 
North  Manchester  Church,  Ind  — 
The  good  work  continues  to  move 
along.  To-day  another  dear  soul  was 
received  into  fellowship  by  confession 
and  baptism.  We  have  three  meeting 
points  at  present,  and  from  three  to 
four  sermons  every  Sunday.  We  also 
have  three  Sunday  schools  and  two 
prayer  meetings  every  week.— D.  C. 
Cripe,  May  17. 

Mohican  Church,  Ohio.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  May  16. 
Elders  Weimer,  Garver,  Hoover, 
Worst  and  Murry  were  present.  Eld. 
Weimer  acted  as  Moderator.  Consid- 
erable business  came  before  the  coun- 
cil and  was  disposed  of  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all.  A  choice  was  held  for 
a  deacon,  which  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Bro.  S.  Showalter.  He  and  his 
wife  were  duly  installed,  with  deep 
solemnity.  The  church  decided  to 
hold  their  love  feast  Oct.  17.  Bro. 
Weimer  preached  for  us  on  Saturday 
evening  and  Sunday  morning.—/.  W. 
Budd,  Lattasburgh,  Ohio. 

English  Prairie  Church,  Ind.— We 
held  our  Communion  meeting  May 
16.  It  was  a  pleasant  feast.  We  had 
a  quiet  congregation  and  a  fair  rep- 
resentation of  members.  About  one 
hundred  and  thirty  communed.  Bro. 
Dorsey  Hodgden,  from  Huntington 
County,  Ind.,  was  present  and  officiat- 
ed. Other  ministers  were  present 
from  other  Districts.  Bro.  Dorsey 
Hodgden  staid  over  Sunday  and 
preached  two  sermons  for  us.  A  full 
house  was  present,  and  paid  good  at 
tention  to  the  Word  preached.  Wi 
have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to 
our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  privilege 
enjoyed. — John  Long,  May  /p. 


Smithhorongh,  111— The  Hurricane 
Creek  church  held  its  regular  quarter- 
ly council  last  Saturday,  May  16.  It 
was  quite  rainy  in  the  morning.  Our 
home  minister  and  a  few  of  the  mem- 
bers met  and  transacted  the  business 
that  came  before  the  meeting.  All 
things  passed  off  quite  pleasantly, 
thus  showing  fhat  a  few  can  do  the 
things  that  belong  to  the  house  of 
God.— Cornelius  Kessler,  May  ig. 

Solomon's  Creek,  Ind.— On  Satur- 
day evening,  May  3,  while  assembled 
n  social  meeting  at  our  Bethel  house, 
n  Syracuse,  the  assembly  was  agree- 
ably surprised  to  see  Bro.  Fisher,  of 
the  Old  People's  and  Orphan's  Home, 
of  Mexico,  Ind.,  come  in.  He  gave 
us  one  of  his  plain  talks.  Next  day 
Bro.  Fisher  preached  at  the  large 
church.  At  the  close  of  the  services 
the  assembly  was  called  to  the  river 
side  where  baptism  was  administered. 
L.  A.  Neff,  May  6. 

Chippewa  Church,  Mich.  —  This 
church  held  her  quarterly  council 
April  11.  All  business  which  came 
before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in 
a  Christian  spirit.  The  church  is  mov- 
ing along  in  the  even  tenor  of  its  way. 
All  are  in  love  and  union.  We  have 
decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  June 
20,  and  extend  a  hearty  invitation  to 
all  to  be  with  us  at  that  time.  This 
church  is  situated  nine  miles  east  of 
Big  Rapids,  Mich.  —  Wm.  F.  Jehnz, 
Clerk,  Rodney,  Mich. 

South  English,  Iowa.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  to-day.  Con- 
siderable business  was  disposed  of 
Love  prevailed,  and  we  trust  that 
God's  name  was  glorified  The  church 
decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  June  6  at 
4  P.  M.  We  expect  Bro.  S.  N.  Mc- 
Cann  to  beffin  meetings  at  North 
English  about  Sept.  I,  and  Bro.  Geo. 
S.  Rairigh  at  the  old  church,  Sept.  19. 
The  church  fund,  home  mission,  Gen- 
eral Mission  and  Book  and  Tract  funds 
were  remembered.— S.  F.  Brower,  May 
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Arcadia,  Nehr. — Eld.  S.  M.  Forney 
came  to  us  again  May  8.  On  Satur- 
day we  had  our  council-meeting.  It 
was  decided  to  have  our  love  feast 
about  June  20,  at  Bro.  J.  B.  Mowery's 
barn.  All  coming  by  rail  to  Arcadia, 
will  notify  Bro.  J.  B.  Mowery.  Breth- 
ren James  McCrea  and  A.  W.  Sanders 
were  with  us  also.  One  was  added  to 
our  number  at  our  council.  On  Sun- 
day morning  we  met  at  the  school 
house.  Bro.  Forney  preached  on  bap 
tism.  Then  we  went  to  the  river 
where  nine  were  buried  with  Christ  in 
baptism.  All  of  them  are  Sunday 
school  scholars  from  seven  to  eighteen 
years  of  age. — D.  M.  Ross,  May  16. 


Dry  Creek  Church,  Iowa.  —  Our 
Communion  meeting,  held  May  16, 
was  indeed  a  feast  of  love  to  those 
who  participated  in  it.  Owing  to  th 
ency  of  the  weather  the  at 
tendance  on  the  16th  was  small. 
Next  day  the  clouds  had  passed  away 
and  we  were  again  greeted  by  the 
beautiful  sunlight  and  a  large  congre 
gation.  We  were  richly  fed  from  the 
truths  of  God's  Word  by  elders  Ste- 
phen Johnson,  John  Zook  and  S.  H. 
Miller.  On  the  evening  of  the  17th 
we  met  with  the  members  of  the 
Cedar  Rapids  church,  where  Bro.  Gil- 
bert, of  Kansas,  is  now  holding  a 
series  of  meetings.  At  the  close  of 
the  regular  services  of  the  evening 
Bro.  D.  Elmer  Miller  and  wife  were 
installed  into  the  office  of  de 
May  God's  richest  blessings  attend 
them  in  their  increased  labors  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.— D.  W.  Miller, 
May  18. 


REPLOGLE.-Io  the  Woodbury  church, 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  3.,  .896,  Lena  Replogle, 
daughier  of  Bro.  R.  L.  and  sister  Mary  Rep- 
red  7  years,  7  months  and  10  days, 
services  by  Eld.  J.  B.  Miller  from 
Luke  8:  52.  J.  C.  Stavek. 

TEETER.-In  the    Snake    Spring    Valley 

church,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  April  16,  1896,  sister 

ina  Teeter    wife  of  Bro.  John   N.  Teeter, 

ed  76  years,  6  months  and  18  days.    She  had 

en  an  invalid  for  many  years,  so  that  she   7  ' 

uld  not  leave  home.    She  leaves  an  agec 

husband  and  ten  children.    Funeral  service! 

by  brethren  George  S.  Rairigh  and  D.  T.  Det 

ler,  at  the  Koontz  church.    Text,  John  16 

Rhoda  Brumbaugh. 

KOONTZ— In    the    Snake    Spring    Valley 
church,  Pa.,  April  22,  1896,  Blain,  only  child  of 
rvey  S.  and  Mollie  Koontz,  age 
months  and   19  days.    Funeral  f: 
1,  by  brethren  John  B.   Fluke  and 
William  S.  Ritchey  at  the  Koontz  church, 
Rhoda  Brumbaui 

ROBESON— In  the  Cherry  Grove  ch 
irrett  Co.,  Md„  May    9,    1806,    Fannie    L. 
Robeson,  infant  daughter  of  friend  W.  A.  and 
annie  Robeson,  aged  8  months  and  19 
days.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

David  M.  Merrill. 
SNIDER— At  Roanoke,  Va„  May  11,  1896, 
sister  Anna  Snider,  aged  84  years  and  3 
months.  Deceased  was  the  daughter  of  Abra- 
packer,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  Brethren  church,— one  of  those  who 
planted  the  Gospel  seed,  as  we  have  it  in  this 
part  of  Virginia.  The  funeral  services  were 
inducted  jointly  by  the  ministers  present. 

B.  F.  Morauw. 
MILLER— In  the  Eel  River  church,  Kos- 
usko  Co.,  Ind.,  May  6,  1896,  of  paralysis, 
ro.  John  W.  Miller,  aged  75  years,  9  months 
id  21  days.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
an  Baptist  church  for  many  years.  He 
aves  a  wife,  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro.  Wm.  F. 
Neal,  assisted  by  Eld.  S.  Leckrone,  from  Ps, 

C.  C.  Arnold. 
fHERTZLER.  —  In  the  Peach  Blossom 
church,  Talbot  Co.,  Md.,  April  27,  1896,  Bro. 
Ephraim  Hertzler,  aged  50  years,  2  months 
and  25  days.  He  was  born  and  raised  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  married  to  sister  Su- 
Sharp,  and  some  years  later  they  moved 
:ansas,  where  his  wife  died  Jan.  22,  1800, 
leaving  three  children, — two  sons  and  one 
las  married  to  Sallie  E.  Bright 
Nov.  30,  1890.  She  died  Jan.  II,  1892.  Oct. 
le  was  married  to  sister  Mary  Merkey, 
of  Pennsylvania.  In  March  of  this  year  they 
moved  to  Maryland.  He  took  sick  on  his  way 
to  his  new  home  and,  after  thirty-six  days' 
sickness,  of  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  he  died, 
leaving  a  wife  and  one  child.  He  was  a  dea- 
con in  the  church.  Funeral  services  by  Bro. 
Jacob  Nissly  and  the  writer,  from  the  words, 
"All  these  things  are  against  me."  Gen., 
36.  J.  Y.  King 

HORST.— At  Gearing,  Iowa,  May  10,  18 
Florence  Welty  Horst,  wife  of  J.  S.  Horst  a 
daughter  of  Daniel  Welty,  aged  43  years 

tb  and  26  days.     Deceased  was  born   in 
Washington   County,    Md.,    March    14,    1853. 
in  apparent  good  health   until  the 
f  the  9th,  when  heart  disease  result- 
ed in  her  death.     She  leaves  a  husband  and 
T.  H.  Parke. 


u°,  Mi 


a,  , 


WYLAND.  —  At  Defiance,  0 
896,  of  whooping  cough,  J.  'solomon 
on  of  Oscar  and  Lottie  Wyland  '  ' 
nonth  and  26  days.  Funeral  serv'ic*8 
lucted  by  the  writer  from  John  i2-  J* 
ilso  have  a  little  daughter  afflicted"  wilh  - 
alytic  stroke.    Interment  in  the  Defiance 

,ery-  n-c.h,a1;: 

HOOVER.-Near  Bradford,  Ohio,  K 
896,  Eld.  Emmanuel  Hoover,  aged'78 


1  :r 


v 


nths 


litlr,,- 


with  the  Brethren  church  when  yonngi 
served  the  church  officially,  first 
then  as  minister.  He  was  ordained  fc, 
full  ministry  about  eight  years  before  4J 
vision.  Since  then  his  labors  were  in  th  ol 
Order  Brethren  church.  He  was  respecljl 
all  that  knew  him.  Funeral  by  hisbrei, 
to  a  large  concourse  of  friends  and  neighbor 

TEETER— Near  Grinncll,  Kans.,  Mb  J 
1806,  infant  son  of  friend  I.  N.  and  si«! 
Priscilla  E.  Teeter.  Funeral  services  by  the 
— Titer  from  Matt.  18:  3.  J.  II.  WEin, 

PETERSON.— At  his  home,  near  Mtfij 
Adams  Co.,  Iowa,  April  27,  1896,  after  a  faj 
llness,  George  D.  Peterson,  aged  68  yean  a,j 
3  days.  He  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
April  14,  1828.  He  moved  with  his  partmsti 
Indiana  in  his  boyhood  days,  where  he  gi 
to  manhood.  May  3,  1849,  he  wasmatriedlft 
Sarah  Fees.  They  moved  to  Burlington,  Ii 
in  September,  1852,  and  to  Adams  County  in 
September,  1854.  They  settled  on  the  oil 
homestead  in  September.  1856,  wherett 
sided  until  death.  He  united  with  the  Biclb 
ren  church  a  few  years  after  settling  in  Adam 
County,  and  held  the  office  of  deacon  t 
many  years.  A  family  of  five  sons  and  i 
daughters  are  left  to  mourn  their  loss.  Hi 
wife,  Sarah,  united  with  the  church  in  h 
ana,  and  died  March  18,  1895.  Funeralsc 
ices  at  the  Brethren  church  in  Mt.  Etna,l 
the  Brethren,  to  a  large  audience  of  relalin 
and  friends.  M.  Mvi 

SHEETS.— In  the  York  congregation,  Pi 
Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Bro.  Geoige  E.  andsiil 
r  Anna  (Aldinger)  Sheets,  aged  1  year,  J 
onth  and  I  day.  Funeral  services  by  MostJ 
ummert  and  Andrew  Myers  frofl  ./oifi  lfl 
John  wKii-ii?..| 

ROYER— In  the  bounds  of  the  Woost^ 
church.  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  April  23  I 
Royer.    He  was  born  Dec.  28,  1845.    Hel™ 

fe   and    four  childYen.    Funeral  1 
by  Bro.  A.  I.  Heestand  and  others. 

Maria  RusKtB. 

SHEETS— In  the  Mt.  Horeb  congrepli 
Bush  Park,  Cumberland  Co.,  Va,  MayV* 
Mrs.  Mary  Sheets,  aged  64  years,  6  moil 
and  3  days.  She  was  a  faithful  member «" 
Brethren  church  for  ajiumber  of  years, 
was  always  at  her  post  in  bnth  spirits 
temporal  duties.  She  was  anointed  las 
gust,  and  longed  for  the  time  of  her  depart" 
Her  husband  preceded  her  to  Ihe  spin! 
nearly  eleven  years.  She  leaves  two  son! 
their  families,  three  sisters  and  five  brot 
besides  many  friends  ai 
their  loss,  which,  we  hop. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


MYERS— In  New  Chester,  Pa.,  March  19, 
896,  sister  Jane  Myers,  aged  38  years,  8 
aonths  and  16  days.  She  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Brethren  church.  Her  hus- 
band preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world  about 
four  years,  leaving  seven  children  to  the  char- 
ity of  the  neighbors  and  friends.  Services 
were  conducted  by  Bro.  David  H.  Baker. 

Mary  K.  Baker. 


POTTORFF— In  Hampt 
1896,  Mrs.  Bertha  Pottorff 
years.  Services  by  Mr.  K 
and  David  H.  Baker.  M 


Pa.,    May   6, 
£ed    about 
er    (Luthe: 
y  K.  Bake 


"BIC! 


eLord 


SOLLENBERGER— In  the  Woodbury 
church,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa„  Jan.  16,  1896,  sister 
Sarah  Sollenberger,  wife  of  Bro.  David  Sol- 
lenberger,  aged  27  years,  10  months  and  5 
days.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
elders  J.  K.  Brown  and  J.  B.  Miller,  from 
Philpp.  1:21.  J.  C.  Stayi 


GLICK.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Holt  Co., 
Mo.,  April  2,  1896,  Mertina  E.  Click,  wife  of 
Samuel  Click,  aged  53  years,  11  months 
12  days.  Sister  Click  was  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church  for  a  number  of  years.  Shi 
leaves  four  children.  She  was  anointed  a  few 
weeks  before  her  death.  Funeral  services  by 
Bro.  C.  H.  Brown,  of  Kansas,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Weaver,  one  of  our  home  ministers. 

Sarah  Haines. 


M.  E.  South"1- 
BLOUGH.— In  the  Quemaboning  dW 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa„  April  IS,  '896,  Bw. 
W.  Blough,  aged  68  years,  2  months 
days.  Funeral  services  by  brethren- «"»» 
Fyock,  Eld.  E.  J.  Blough  and  the  wnt«  I 


S.  P.  iai'"""' 

MILLER.-In  Johnson  County,  I«^ 
9,   1896,  Joseph   P.   Miller,  aged  pi  ■ 
month  and  17  days.     Deceased  »i »       j 
Meyersdale,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.    '" 
ices  by  C.  Werreigh  and  Jac°^G«b*J 

■  „  am 
ROBERTSON.— In  the  Fa,n""  iF 
gation,  Md.,  March  22,  1806,  B'°bJeen  a  is' 
ertson,  aged  37  years.  He  ha  ^ 
ber  of  the  Brethren  church  W 
years.     He  had  been  suffering  )>f. 

iism  for  several  weeks.    The'a*£     J 
his  stay  on   ear*  his  suffer,"      ; 
He  leaves  a  wife  (a  sister)  u>0 
Funeral  services  by  the  home ^^ 

-EDrRMS'lI,'i8tie  l^< 
t.on,  Md„  May  2,  1890,  £        ^ 

child  of  Green  and  Eva  C"         ,  ,,. 

child  of  Bro.  Abram  Tyson. j^^, 

29  days. 


May  3° 


*-fta-Hl   QOB^BIXj  IBfl^EISSlBIEreKHJ^ 


r «  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

1  31, at  2P.M, Pleasant  View oharoh,  Ave 
,e-half  miles  nortbenat  of  Tipton,  Cedar 

alnut  Grove  church,  Clinton  Co.,  Mo, 

it  81,  at  10  A.  M„  Beaver  Creek  obu 

2  P.  M.,  Smith  Fork  charoh.  Mo. 


!  Hnavely's,  northeast 
church,  Ind. 
stlnghouse,  Berk- 
J,  at  2  P.  M.,  Walton,  Kans, 
2,  at  2  P.  M.,  Booth,  Kans.,  Pleasant  View 
[,  Frultdnle,  Al 


>  Valley,  I 


i,  at  i  P.  M.,  Montlcello  c 

i,  South  River  church,  Madls< 

i,  at  1:  30  P.  M.,  Marsh  Creek  t 


t.  P..,  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 

,  Richl unci  church,  at  slste 

i  north  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

7,  at  1  P.  M.,  Panther  Creek,  Dall 


■  Monrovia, 

Kendalls's, 


»'Co„  Ohio' 


..  M.,  Wichita  church,  Kans,,  nea: 
'.,  Belleville  church,  Knna. 
M.,  Siil.ni  church,  Kans.,  5  mllei 
10  A.  M.,  Grundy  County  church 
M.,  CftBstown  church,  Miami  Co. 


:'  r.  M.,  i;oi».h'.ni  luc^Mn'iiioiisc 

chureli,  Wnyne  Co.,  Ohio,  at  Bro 
.'s.^mlleeastofSinithvilk'Sin. 

'.    M.,   Knrmers'  Grove   moeting- 

,  Alt.  I'l-nsant  churchhouse,  Yel- 

,  Blue  River  church,  Ind. 

..  M.,  Mi-sbisin^vri  church,   HHn- 

I„  Green  Spring  District,  Se- 

1„  Iowa  River  churoh.  Iowa. 
V.,   East   House,  Thornapple 


M„  South  Waterloo  church  Iowa 
•""cMoh.*-  M"  N6W  H"TOn  '<""'<'■  «""">' 
June  21  »nd  28.  »t  Laurens.  lowo. 
June  27,  at  1  r.  »I..  M„„or  church,  p„. 
July  j.  nt  3  P.  M  ,  lira  Jlolnm  Vnllev  ehurch    nt 

the  meetl.ighouse7mlle,  uortheaitof  Anko'n". 

ingion,  Ind.  "'  re    °  1UFC    '  nmT  H,|nt- 

S<!Ptown"l  'a *'  "''  N<""e  Creek  """'en.  Hagerj- 
Oot,  S3,  at  i  P.  M.,  Pleasant  Hill  ohnroh,  111. 

•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  mouth  (4  times}, ,  tq 

Three  months  (13  times) ,  «, 

Six  months  (36  limes) '.'.'.'.'.'". 1  eo 

One  year  (51  times) ...'...'.!!.'."!.'."!."!     70 

BP"No  Cuts  nr  other  electco'sinserted  unless  mounted 

$1.00  for  25  Cents. 

For  25  cents  we  will  send  postpaid  a  full  50 
oent  size  package  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Com- 
pound (herb  form)  containing  the  medical  proper- 

Cntil  March  1,  1890,  we  make  a  spoolal  low  offer  to 
any  who  wish  to  try  Victor  Remedies.  Write  now 
for  the  offer,  etc.  Three  cents  in  stamps  will  get 
you  ajiample  of  Victor  Liver  Syrup  Compound 


ry  truly, 
Victor  I 


ElCo., 


Start  a  Class 


Easy  to  Teach. 

Easy  to  Learn. 

Easy  to  Pay  for. 


*WFor    11 
McPher9on,  I 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  well-ilk 
*'  -intains  the  Sunday  school   lesson, 

ntion.  etc.,  adapted"  to  the  understanding 

11  children.     Mo  better  publication 

be  found   for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of 


:  f. 
Sunday  school 


is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 

weekly.—published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  liaptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum j    5o 

so  copies  L.  unc  address.  1  montlis 

loC.j.nM,  to  ..no   .,,1,1,,--.   ;  imuitlii 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  f.-i 
ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in 
ery  way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents, 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad 

vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wt 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  th{ 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fnlly  adapt  it  to  then 


in,, I. 


1 1,-ti..- 


Juvenile    Quarterly — Prepared    especially 

for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


No.  PER  P, 

1*02  Four  Design 


al  order  and  be  c 


ling,  II 


at  8  P.  M.,  Sterlir 
f  Harlan,  Shelby  C 


1,  Ohio. 

it  1  P.  M.,  Yellow  Greek  c 
M„  Pipe  Creek  church, 
M.,  Indian  Crei 


,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 
F.  M.  Baugo  oh 


„  Springfield  churoh, 


B20,  Coqullle  Vnlley 


r  Creole  church,  Ind, 
ihurcb,  Oregon. 


),  at  -1  P.  M.,  Carson  Valley,  Pa. 

>,  at  10  A.  M.,  Middle  Creek  church,  Iowa. 

1,  Mingo  church,  near  Royersford,  Pa. 

)  and  21,  at  1(1  A.  M.,  West  Bmnch,  111. 

),  at  Hudson,  III. 

1,  Coon  River  church,  near  Panora,  Iowa. 

,  Wyandot  churoh,  Wj 


t  Co.,  Ohio 


.  111. 


'.  M„  Hickory  Grove,  Carroll 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 


Not  all  the  member 
at  perfect  knowledge 
so  desirable.     Others  the 


if   Oil 


church  h 

:ipl. 


that 


who* 


acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopmeat.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  thaHs  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  foi 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Scrlptnre  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,   so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


t  any  troublo,  and  without  any  burn- 

l  UK  CORN  CUBE  according  to  dl- 
Ib  tlto  champion  of  all  rented  lea  to 
e,  warts,  etc.  Why  sutler  the  torture 
in  a  tea-cent  box  will  lako  them  outf 
ho  greatest  remedies  of  its  kind  evor 


.  for 


s  who  Buffer 

f  twenty-five 
box  of  Cork 


Have  You  Sorrow  and  Trouble? 


Kidney  Tonic 


flexible,  red-edge, 
1  pictorial  chart  c 


e  20,  Union  center  district,  Elkhart  Co.,  Inc 

e  21),  Rogue  River  Valley,  Oregon. 

e  20,  at  4  P.M.,  Summit  churoh,  Madison  ( 


rn 


^..nino,': 


..   .Mri  plo 


»  chnrch.  Wood 


:l  ■-'  1.  Win 

1  u,.,<j.ii,"- 


Vf.,  Chippewa  churo 

l\\  ">  A.  M.,  Sugar  Crt-ek  cburct 
■  Alien  Co.,  Ohio 
Utti?«.HUttt  *  T-  M-  ln  tue  Brother's  Vail* 
fieri I      p        e  Grove  church,  }£  mile 

3»T  ~  at  *  P-  M-  sbade  Greek  church, 
Juhe  28,  Camp  Creek  oburch,  Ind. 
UDno?ti^>lo,.m';n'B  Creek  congregation,  1 
northeast  of  Mllford  Junction,  Ind. 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 


Cloth  Binding,  two  volun 
Half  Leather,  two  volurm 
Half  Morocco,  two  volurr 


$4.00. 
4.50. 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 

A  large,  handsome  Map  of  the  United  States,  mount- 
ed and  suitable  for  office  or  home  use.  is  Issued  by  the 
Burlington  Route.  Copies  will  be  mailed  to  any  address 
on  receipt  of  fifteen  cents  in  postage  by  P.  S.  Eustis, 
Gra'l  Pass,  Agent,  C.  B.  <&*Q.  R.  R-  Chicago,  III. 


Other  helps. — We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  an 
Bibles  of  every  description,  Always  write  g< 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris, 


Vrite  as  for  prloei  and  catalogue. 
THE  HOLLINGER  FENCE  CO., 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltin 
i,  Poultry,  Game 


gga,  Poultry,  G 
Straw,  Grain,  I 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


The  Most  Complete  and  Durable  for  elthei 
'■ter  or  Ice.    Low  In  Price.    Circular  Free. 

ZERO  CREAMERY  CO.,  PERO.  IND, 


JiS™Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books. 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest, 


3$a 


1>J=L£1   OOSPI1L   MEJSSBIISrOSIR- 


Mly  30. 1896, 


Highest  of  ill  in  Lwtning  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


* *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEA5T3. 

inefl.  Sugar  Creek  oburoh,  Holmoi  Co.,  Ohlo.fti 
I.,  Ennllah  RJvor  ohnrob 
m  chu  rota  bonne,  Tuscara. 


.smil.li   F.iii-l 


1  church,  Ohio. 

I,  Beach ly  ohurcb,  Boaohly,  Po. 

),  Cblppewa  ohurcb,  Mich. 

)  at  6  P.   M..  DoQiiell'H  Creek  ohuroli,  Car 


June  27,  Battle  Creek, 
July  4,  Roanoke  ohuro 
Bept.   10  and  SO.  at  8 


FREE  HOMES! 

Brethren,  wishing  to  join 
the  original  colonies,  with 
organized  churches  and 
schools,  in  North  Dakota 
along  the  Great  Northern 
Railway,  where  the  very 
best  agricultural  lands  can 
be  had  under  the  homestead 
law,  and  can  be  lived  on  for 
seven  years  without  taxes, 
assessments  or  interest  on 
land,  are  invited  to  write  to 
the  undersigned,  who  has, 
in  the  last  three  years,  lo- 
cated in  that  State  several 
thousand  settlers,  including 
Brethren  and  friends.  Reli- 
able printed  matter  sent 
free  to  any  address,  as  well 
as  personal  reply  to  all  let- 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


f  It    WATCH  CHAM  SB. 

lemon',  wctir.  uofdnnld,  8 
immiMiuitllty  .Ilk  wllh  soil, 
Thi'AO  tire  plulu  goods,  lm 


FARM  FOR  SALE! 

A  good  farm  of  178  acres,  In  Mtihonlng  County, 

oubo.  A  number  of  Brethren  nr«  living  In  the 
elgbborhood.  The  fiirm  lias  never-falling  springs 
r  pure  water  and  plenty  of  good  timber  in  wood 

>wn,  affording  a  good  market,  and   about   five 

r  Solomon   Elsbb,  North  Lima,  Mahoning  Co., 


mily  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 
:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Mt.  Morris.  III. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
ch  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
•just  where  to  get  it.  "The  doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
sition  of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
ion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $  1.25;  to 
iters,  $1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite,' 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  brighl 
on  the  firmanent  of  truth.  This  i: 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
ministers,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  ag 
Address  this  office. 


The  Land   Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

3EHMAN  BAPTISTS  on  Its  choice  agricultural 
lands  In  FOSTER,  WKU.S  and  EDDY  Counties, 
in  NORTH  DAKOTA.  Tl.e  BRETHREN  have  or- 
ganized a  CHURCH  at  Carrington,  Foster  County, 
nd  tho  funds  Tor  a  well-equipped  meetinghouse 
re  already  subscribed. 

Among  the  many  jidTiirihiges  possessed  by  these 
ounties  tlio  following  may  bejiimitloucd: 
RAILROAD    COMPETITION,    with    competing 
levators    and    nuNiermis    platforms   for    loading 
grnln  by  the  individual  shipper. 

3  soil  is  a  BLACK  LOAM  resting  on  a  clay 
ill,  admirably  adapted  for  raising  wheat,  and 
ull  small  grains,  flax  and  vegetables. 

jreore  fifty  public  schools  In  Foster  and  Wells 
Counties. 


;,U  STREAMS 

Kit, five  f 

from  18 

NATIVE   LKiNITK  COAL  sells 

s'.-w  lt..i,-kfonl  find  of 

L'.fjti  u.  ?:).eo  p.T  tou. 

This  country  is  far  enough 


iiintrv  abounds  In  Si., ... 

;%(M11  f,.,„„i  ni;i\Ki\i;  watki: 

1  raih'i.nil   hl:il  Ion-  nt 


HOMESTEAD    lands 


:i(.»ICE  KAILROAJ)  LANDS  i- 


-dNK-TENTIl    CASH    DOWN,   I 


O.  W.  MOTT, 
meral  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 
ilFFS,  St.  Paul,  Minn 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris.  Minn. 


Seed-Time. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
145  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Grbgsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands- 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  se 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
ecommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "  Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu 
nity  of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding 
only  $1.50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce- 
ments.    Address  this  office  for  further  particu 


These  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  timber  belt 
iome  of  which  Is  covered  with  a  splendid  growtL 
jf  white  and  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  ant 
large  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  niowei 
ar  the  plow. 

These  lands  I  offer  at  prices  from  ?-i.OO  to  J8.00  pei 
iicreon  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  pur 
..hase  price  drawing  Interest  at  7  per  cent  per  an 
mini  only.  The  lands  are  specially  adapted  foi 
cattle  mid  dairy  business,  but  will  rnlse  large  crops 
of  wheat,  oats,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  grain, 
vi'g"taiiles  and  potatoes  In  great  nbundanct 
of  best  quality.  The  markets.  011  account  c 
eloso  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Di: 
and  West  Superior,  ure  the  very  best,  the  ra 
shipping  of  grain  being  only  7!^  to  II  cents  per 
dred.  The  lands  are  well  watered  with  creek 
streams,  the*  water  being  pure  and  clear,  and  no 
trace  of  alkali  is  found  either  in  the. water  or 
soil.    Plenty  of  1 1 111  he r  for  building  purposes,  fenc- 

or  blizzards.  It  is  an  ideal  place  for  a  homo.  A 
large  tract  of  those  lands  Is  sot  aside  exclusively 

e  fare  for  land-buyers,  not  to  exceed  >!f>.0Unn 


GEO.  A.  MOO  MAW, 
Sxchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn, 
en  Agent.  221 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing]] 

i 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  i 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  . 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

iples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  ■ 

suring    blanks,   tape 

for  ordering  will  be  1 

Our  rules  for  self.  1 

simple  any  one  can  \ 

\ 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  I 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  i 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned,  Our  prices  J 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,       ( 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  I 

We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  In  ' 
the  future  -will  do  ail  business  from  above  address    \ 

\ 


ur  clothing,  me 
leasure  and  rule 
snt  on  applicatioi 
leasurement  are  : 
nderstand  them. 


Brethren  Farmers 


You  Want  a  Change.    Why? 


The  winters  a 


i  crops  nre  too  uncertain. 
3  kinds  of  products  are  too  ft 
e  crop  being  good  the  price  li 
9  price  being  good  the  crop  li 


Then  Why  not  Go  to  the  Dos  Palos 
Colony  In  California? 


If  You  Change  at  all,  Change  Climate. 

Special  arrangements  will  bo  made  next  fall  I 
move  families  of  the  Brethren  with  furniture  an 
farm  effects.  A  large  movement  to  California : 
now  In  preparation.  If  you  think  of  Joining  on 
of  the  Brethren's  companies  write  to  B,  Mabk 
233  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111.  He  will  tell  yo 
how  many  are  going,  whore  from,  and  when,  1 
time  to  join. 


Brother  Stover, 


,  small  looking  for  B 


Fruitdale,  Alabama, 

raaklnL'  careful  study  of  condition* 
unccd  It  the  boat  place  lie  tad  found. 


DUBBEL'S 

RED    THYME 

PAIN  CURB 


This  hotel  Is  centrally  located,  and  the  moil  respect 
able  House  ol  Its  class  In  the  City.  The  charges  are 
moderate,  varying  la  price  from  7s  cents  to  I  1.50  per  day, 
per  person.  Thompson's  Restaurant  u  n  dor  neat  h.  First 
Class  Passenger  Elevator. 


Buy  a  Globe  Incubator  and  Brooder 


1  want  the  beat  hot 
rplpofiysiem.  Ab- 
cfy  self-regulating, 

;eU    Our  guarantee 

).  Finely  Wustriuxi 
loguofreo.  Address, 
SHOEMAKER  INCUBATOR  CO,,  FrMp.rt.HLU.S.A. 


1  Morbus,  Dlnrrluea,  Dysentei 
3  In  Stomach  and  Bowels,  1 
nrse  Colic  it  has  no  equal, 
taut  use,  costing  but  25  cents, 
md  other  valuable  lives,  at 
I  besides.    Sold  on  a  posltiv 


CATARRH  INHALER 


I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MB5SE  ^ 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  rr  'm 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthrnfc  ^ 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Thro  ^||rf 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  '"«"£,,>.  send 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  )'  tbe  io- 

me 50  cents  (half  price),  or  ret""  ^  ^ 
haler  in  the  original  package.  I  »  but  good 
many  hundred,  and  have  n°tm°k  eaS  "' 
S3i°,rt?.fr?.m  th™-.„ES,eT    Addre* 


Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.    -- 

DR.  B>.  J.  WOR^'hK 
Patent  applied  for. 
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The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOJt   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."-PMI. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  June  6,  1896. 


No.  23. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Pulllsbod  Wseily,  at  31. GO  por  Annum,  tj 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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->  EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 


It  may  not  be  a  very  nice  subject  to  write 
ibout,  but  a  brother,  who  does  not  sleep  in  meet- 
ng,  thinks  that  we  should  say  something  concern- 
ng  a  few  of  the  very  unbecoming  pulpit  habits 
nto  which  ministers  now  and  then  permit  them- 
elves  to  fall,  much  to  the  discredit  of  the  cause 
hey  are  set  apart  to  advocate.  He  states  how 
;reatly  he  was  mortified,  on  a  recent  occasion,  on 
witnessing  the  forming  of  what  he  denominates  as 
sparkling  nose  jewels"  that  could  have  been 
avoided,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  congre- 
by  a  timely  and  vigorous  use  of  the  min- 
ister's handkerchief.  He  also  states  that  while  the 
sermon  was  good,  and  was  even  well  delivered, 
"  sparkling  jewels  "  attracted  too  much  atten- 
tion to  render  the  services  edifying.  Leaving  this 
mi'd  hint  to  each  reader's  imagination  and  appli- 
necessary,  we  suggest  that  every" 
■mister  give  special  attention  to  his  pulpit  habits. 
N°  preacher  of  the  Gospel  should  permit  himself 
all  into  unbecoming  habits,  calculated  to  attract 
undue  attention.  Furthermore,  members  of  good 
'  gment  and  careful  ways,  should  be  free  to  kind- 
s' inform  ministers  of  the  bad  habits  they  may  be 
lng.  Then,  ministers  want  to  have  meekness 
Kq  u^n  to  kindly  listen  to  such  suggestions  as  may 
'"  offered  by  others,  and  then  profit  by  them. 
en  if  those,  who  seek  to  give  a  little  advice, 
cen  be  inc°nsistent  in  their  lives,  or  a  little  ec- 
c  in  their  views,  it  may  do  a  minister  good 
''sten  to  them  patiently,  and  thank 'them  for 
Wou ,'n'erest  taken  in  his  welfare.  If  ministers 
i„  e  niore  patient  along  this  line,  well-mean- 

1-=lpineinberS  m'ght  feel-a  Iittle  more  free  about 
•  P'og  them  to  form  good  habits  in  the  pulpit,        I 


cation 


It  is  said  that  a  genius  of  a  Yankee  has  invented 
an  India  rubber  fishworm,  which  so  greatly  re- 
sembles the  genuine  earth-worm  that  a  fish  will 
not  be  able  to  detect  the  difference.  While  it 
is  a  counterfeit  and  almost  indestructible,  it  an- 
swers the  purpose  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the 
fisherman  and  the  death  of  the  fish.  This  reminds 
us  of  the  fact  that  all  true  ministers  are  fishers  of 
men,  and  are  sent  out  to  gather  in  the  people  of 
the  kingdom.  Some  of  them,  however,  bait  their 
hooks  with  an  India  rubber  Gospel  that  seems  to 
last  for  all  earthly  time,  and  will  stretch  to  any  of 
the  sin-whirlpools  to  be  found.  We  have  heard 
some  evangelists  tell  their  death-bed  stories,  and 
others  repeat  them,  until  we  are  reminded  of  the 
rubber  fishworm,  used  only  to  decoy  and  deceive. 
Brethren,  let  us  get  back  to  the  old  Bible  stories 
and  illustrations, — the  more  of  them  the  better. 
Inventions  may  be  good  for  temporal  affairs,  but 
when  it  comes  to  a  Gospel  for  the  soul,  we  want 
the  genuine  article.  There  is  nothing  like  the  pure 
Gospel  to  gather  in  the  Lord's  people. 


The  month  of  May,  1896,  will  be  known  as  the 
cyclone  month  for  years  to  come.  Not  in  the 
memory  of  man  have  there  been  so  many  de- 
structive storms  in  any  one  month.  Last  week 
mention  was  made  of  the  cyclone  at  Sherman, 
Texas.  Some  days  later  parts  of  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Nebraska  and  Illinois  were  visited  by  these  terri- 
ble forces  of  nature.  At  Sabetha,  Kansas,  not 
a  few  of  our  Brethren  suffered.  Near  Morrill, 
the  Brethren's  meetinghouse  was  destroyed.  The 
house  of  worship,  owned  by  the  Progressives,  in 
the  same  neighborhood,  suffered  the  same  fate.  A 
cyclone  struck  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Mt. 
Morris,  doing  considerable  damage,  and  destroy- 
ing some  life.  It  is  believed,  by  some,  to  have 
struck  a  short  distance  east  of  our  town,  rebounded 
and  passed  over.  All  of  these  together,  are  hard- 
ly to  be  compared  with  the  terrible  cyclone  that 
passed  through  St.  Louis,  last  week,  destroying 
property  valued  at  £45,000000,  killing  nearly  500 
persons  and  injuring  more  than  1,000.  It  swept 
through  St.  Louis,  across  the  river  and  came  near 
wiping  out  East  St.  Louis.  Nothing  could  stand 
before  its  teirible  force.  Even  a  part  of  the  great 
St.  Louis  bridge  could  not  stand  in  the  face  of 
such  a  destructive  power.  Steamboats,  cars  and 
magnificent  buildings  were  as  playthings  in  its 
grasp.  ^^____ 

ANNUAL  AIEETINCJ  NOTES. 

Saturday,  May  33. 

— We  closed  our  last  notes  this  day  at  3  P.  M. 
At  that  time  the  prospects  for  a  good  attendance 
seemed  encouraging.  Every  train  brought  in  large 
delegations.  Several  long  trains  pulled  in,  filled 
with  people  who  came  to  attend  the  meeting.  For 
a  time  it  appeared  that  the  attendance  would  be 
quite  large. 

— Up  to  this  time  the  managers  of  the  meeting 
had  reasons  to  feel  rather  gloomy.  Great  quanti- 
ties of  rain  had  fallen,  with  indications  of  continu- 
ing, and  the  mud  was  growing  deeper.  Then  very 
few  people  had  put  in  their  appearance.  But  when 
train-load  after  train-load  came  in  and  the  people 
filed  into  the  park  in  swarms,  the  countenance  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  brightened  up  won- 
derfully. Our  venerable  brother,  J.  D.  Trostle, 
forgot  his  age,  and  was  here,  there  and  the  other  I 


place,  ready  to  wait  on  anybody  and  everybody, 
with  the  energy  of  a  younger  man.  In  fact  each 
man  was  at  his  post,  cheerful  and  ready  to  lend 
a  helping  hand.  So  the  sun  went  down  on  a  hap- 
py crowd  of  earnest  people,  many  of  whom  had 
not  met  for  years. 

—  During  the  day  many  amusing  remarks  were 
made  about  "  drouthy  Kansas."  The  visitors 
found  it  just  the  reverse  of  what  they  had  expect- 
ed. One  thing  certain,  if  this  country  would  be 
favored  each  year  with  the  amount  of  rain  that 
is  falling  this  season,  it  would  soon  become  the 
most  prosperous  region  of  earth.  But  we  learn 
that  this  section  of  Kansas  seldom  suffers  for  the 
want  of  rain.  The  farmers  seem  reasonably  pros- 
perous, and,  so  far  as  we  could  learn,  the  people 
are  quite  well  contented  with  their  country. 

—Eastern  Kansas  is  blessed  with  a  number  of 
churches  of  the  Brethren.  Most  of  these  are  well 
officered  and  prosperous.  But  our  churches  are 
not  confined  to  this  part  of  the  State.  They  are 
scattered  over  the  greater  part  of  the  State,  and 
are  destined  to  increase  in  size  and  number,.and, 
ere  long,  this  will  be  known  as  one  of  the  strong- 
holds of  the  Brotherhood. 

— Religion  does  not  seem  to  have  the  exclusive 
attraction  at  the  park.  Just  without  the  enclosure 
various  interests  were  represented.  The  products 
of  different  sections,  from  North  Dakota  to  the 
Gulf,  were  on  exhibition,  and  each  section  seemed 
just  the  place  for  Brethren  to  settle  ami  build  up 
homes.  Then  there  was  medicine  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  at  these  meetings  it  seems  that  one- 
third  of  the  people  think  they  must  have  some 
of  the  skillfully-prepared  remedies  for  the  healing 
of  the  outward  man.  Brethren's  clothing  could 
also  be  had,  and  not  a  few  went  away  better 
dressed  than  when  they  came.  We  noticed  various 
other  articles  offered  for  sale,  and  it  could  be  seen 
that  there  are  plenty  of  people  around  these  meet- 
ings prepared  to  gather  in  the  money  for  their  own 
personal  interest. 

—At  night  a  large  congregation  gathered  in  the 
tabernacle.  The  singing  was  grand.  Bro.  I.  N.  H. 
Beahm  preached,  and  his  sermon  proved  unusually 
interesting. 

Sunday,  May  34. 

— The  sun  rose  clear,  the  morning  was  bright 
and  everything  seemed  to  indicate  a  most  delight- 
ful Lord's  Day. 

— Some  morning  trains  brought  a  number  of 
people,  and  many  others  came  by  private  convey- 
ance, and  by  9  A.  M.  a  large  number  of  members 
and  others  were  on  the  ground. 

— At  9  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  preached,  followed  by 
Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker,  at  another  meeting  at  II. 
There  was  preaching  again  at  2  P.  M.,  when  Bro. 
D.  L.  Miller  was  to  have  talked  on  missionary 
work  in  India,  but  his  health  would  not  permit 
him  to  do  more  than  publicly  excuse  himself.  At 
4  Bro.  H.  B.  Brumbaugh  gave  one  of  his  Bible 
talks.  At  night  Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  addressed 
a  very  large  assembly.  There  were  also  a  few  oth- 
er meetings  at  another  point  on  the  ground. 

— Thus  it  will    be  seen  that  the  entire   day  was  • 
taken  up  with  services.     But  none  of  the  city  pul- 
pits  were  filled  by   our  ministers.     This  is  some- 
thing unusual   for  our    Annual    Conference.    We 
did  not  learn  why  it  was  thus. 

— There  were  probably  8,000  persons  on  the 
ground  during  the  day,  and  about  half  of  them 
were  members. 

iCenilHfftU  m  fygtjto,) 
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•ESSAYS. 


To  pit 


UPHELD. 

Love  holds  me  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 

And  bids  me  try 
:  the  dark  that  he  alone  hath  spanned 

And  reach  the  sky. 
Love  holds  me  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand 

And  bids  mc  sine, 
While  chanting  stars  and  rushing  worlds  withsti 

My  murmuring. 
Love  bids  me  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand 

At  peace  to  be, 
Content  that  what  I  fail  to  understand 

Is  best  for  me. 
I  sing  my  song,  I  struggle,  hope,  or  rest; 

He  bends  above: 

ivn  for  their  unshaken  nest 


Myfrs 


wings  c 
Almighty  lo 


—Grace  DuffieM  Goodim 


ABIDING  IN  CHRIST. 


BY  GEORGE  S.  GRIM. 


r.nfi.-!.. 


To  abide  in  Christ  implies  that 
rely  on  him,  and  patiently  endure  for  htm.  Jesus 
Christ  told  his  weeping  disciples  to  put  their  con- 
fidence in  him  by  saying,  "  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled:  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me. 
In  my  Father's  house  are  many  mansions:  if  it 
were  not  so  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to  prepare 
a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
for-you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  my- 
self, that  where  I  am  there  ye  may  be  also."  John 
14:  1-3. 

Again  he  says:  "Ye  are  my  friends  if  ye  do 
whatsoever  I  command  you.  Henceforth  I  call 
you  not  servants;  for  the  servant  knoweth  not  what 
his  Lord  doeth:  but  1  have  called  you  friends;  for 
all  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father  I  have 
made  known  unto  you."    John  15:  14.  15- 

Again,  Paul  expresses  his  confidence  when  he 
says,  "  For  I  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep  that  which  1 
have  committed  unto  him  against  that  day."  2 
Tim.  1:  12. 

Thus  giving  our  all  into  the  hands  of  Christ,  with 
an  entire  self-sacrifice,  in  obeying  h  s  word  from 
the  heart,  is  the  first  step  to  secure  our  salvation. 
Then  we  should  go  on  through  all  the  stages  and 
scenes  of  this  inconstant  life,  by  confiding  in  him 
and  relying  upon  him,  and  enduring  for  him.  To 
abide  in  Christ  is  to  make  him  our  daily  model  in 
word  and  conduct.  He  that  says  he  abideth  in 
him  ought  himself  also  so  to  walk  even  as  he 
walked.     1  John  2:  6. 

Therefore  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we 
do  not  only  make  an  outward  profession  of  abiding 
in  Christ,  but  that  we  do,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  car- 
ry out,  in  obeying  from  the  heart  the  mandates, 
precepts,  and  commandments  of  Jesus,  so  that  our 
ripe  experience  and  deep  attaini 
Christ-like  spirit  in  conversation  a 
Louisville,  Ohio. 
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the  conscious 

onsecration 
quickly  God 
through  the  1 

again  into  our  souls.     Whei 
a  consecration,  moment  by 
hour,  an   unwavering  faith 
And  yet,   how 

of  God,  will   destroy  the   divine  ui 
with   God,   until   the    faith    cannot 


rded  in  his  precio 


Word.  Oh  dear 
1  of  displeasure  hides  the  smiling 
face  of  Jesus  from  our  spiritual  view,  faith  is  al- 
ways the  result.  Jesus  says,  "  Be  ye  perfect  even 
as  your  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect."  We  are 
commanded  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy.  This 
means  much  more  than  many  of  his  professed  fol- 
lowers realize. 

We  read  in  Isaiah,  "  I  have  made  the  earth,  and 
created  man  upon  it.  I,  even  my  hands,  have 
stretched  out  the  heavens,  and  all  their  hosts  have 
I  commanded.  I  have  raised  him  up  in  righteous- 
ness, and  I  will  direct  all  his  ways:  he  shall  build 
my  city,  and  he  shall  let  go  my  captives,  not  for 


pne 


nor  reward,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts."     Is 

45:12. '3- 

So  God  has  pledged  himself  to  direct  a  man  in 
all  his  ways.  This  passage  may  not  only  be  ap- 
plied to  our  going  and  coming,  but  also  to  every 
outward  action  of  our  lives;  for  in  a  consecrated 
state  every  act,  thought  and  look  must  be  holy. 
"  Howbeit  when  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come, 
he  will  guide  you  into  all  truth;  ...  but  whatso- 
ever he  shall  hear,  that  shall  he  speak;  and  he  will 
shew  you  things  to  come."     John  16:  13. 


The   truth   ti 


arc 


and  unblam 
that  believe 
comforted  a 
ther  d"th  h 
of  God,  who  hath 
glory." 
Davis,  W.  Va. 
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words  of  Jesus  in  John  10:  27-30;  and  Paul,  Philpp 
1:6;  and  Peter,  1  Pet.  1:  5. 

The  believer's  flesh  may  be  destroyed  but  his 
spirit  will  be  saved.     1  Cor.  5:  5. 

Second  Aspect.— Salvation  looked  upon  as  a 
process  to  be  wrought  out  by  the  believer  in  this 
present  life.  Philpp.  2:  12,  13.  As  noticed  above, 
God  has  worked  this  salvation  into  the  believer  and 
now  he  is  to  "  work  it  out,"  or  rather  let  it  "  work 
out,"  or  shine  out,  from  his  spirit  through  his 
"soul"  or  "life."  How  is  he  to  do  this?  (1)  He 
has  been  given  "  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  j„ 
Christ  Jesus,  to  make  him  free  from  the  law  of  sin 
and  death."  Compare  Rom.  8:  2,  36  with  Gal.  ;: 
16,  17.  (2)  He  has  the  Word  of  God  as  a  saving 
and  perfecting  power.  2  Tim.  3:  15-17.  To  know 
how  to  receive  the  Word  that  it  may  have  its  full 
power,  we  need  to  read  Jas.  1:  21.  (3)  He  has  the 
"  Throne  of  Grace,"  to  which  he  may  boldly  come 
for  "  mercy  and  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need," 
Heb.  4:  14-16.  Under  this  aspect  we  have  need  of 
the  Advocate,  1  John  2:  I. 

With  this  aspect  is  connected  reward.  Matt.  16: 
24-27.  One  may  bring  damage  upon  "  himself,"  1 
Cor.  3:  11— 15.  Will  your  "  works  "  be  "burned  up" 
and  thus  yours  have  been  a  wasted  life? 

Third  Aspect.  Salvation  looked  upon  as  con- 
nected with  the  second  coming  of  our  Lord.  See 
Heb.  9:  28;  Philpp.  3:  20,  21;  Rom.  8:  23,  24;  1  Pet. 
1:3-5.     This  aspect,  also,  is  sure   for  the  believer. 

NO  WONDER  THEY  LOOKED  FOR  HlM. 

[I  am  much   indebted  to   Bro.  J.  W.    Icenbarger 
for  notes,  suggestions,  etc.] 
D.iyton,  Ohio. 

THE  PATRIARCH  JACOB. 
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BY  HENRY  SHIDELER. 


THE  THREE  ASPECTS  OF  SALVATION. 
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SPIRITUAL  ADVANCEMENT. 
BY  WM.  MOYER. 

Much  is  being  said  about  spiritual  advancement 
in  this  last  dispensation  of  time,  and  its  great  need 
is  to  be  seen  on  every  hand.  Many  are  desiring 
apostolic  faith,  and  this  can  only  be  attained  to  by 
first  having  an  apostolic  consecration,  which  fully 
measures  up  to  the  New  Testament  standard. 
Jesus  says,  "  Whosoever  cometh  to  me  and  heareth 
my  sayings,  and  doeth  them,  I  will  shew  you  to 
whom  he  is  like.  He  is  like  a  man  which  built  a 
house,  and  digged  deep,  and  laid  the  foundation 
on  a  rock:  and  when  the  flood  arose,  the  stream 
beat  vehemently  upon  that  house,  and  could  not 
shake  it;  for  it  was  founded  upon  a  rock."  Luke  6: 
47:  48. 

So,  according  to  the  Word,  deep  digging  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  reach  the  rock.    When  we  have 


A.    TEETER. 

"  Deliverance,  "  "  A  making 
"  Daughter,  thy  faith  hath 
2  Saxon  word  tor  "Savior" 
In  Psa.  42:  5  it  is  rendered 
4:  18,  "  Preserving," — The 
from  every  evil  work  and  will 
unto  his  heavenly  kingdom." 
much  when  applied  to  the 
ord  nor  myriad  of  words  in 
1  express  it.  It  does  mean, 
however,  in  this  application  that  He  delivers  from 
all  evil,  preserves  to  all  good  and  maintains  the  ob- 
jects of  his  salvation  in  a  state  of  security  in  this 
life,  and  of  blessedness  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

This  salvation  was  provided  because  man  needed 
a  Savior.  See  his  condition  in  Gen.  6:  5;  Jer.  17:  9; 
Rom.  5:  6;  F.ph.  2:  1-3,  11,  12.  That  there  is  more 
than  one  aspect  of  salvation,  no  Bible  student  will 
deny.  It  is  my  purpose,  however,  in  this  paper,  to 
notice  but  three  aspects  of  His  many-sided  salva-' 
tion,  corresponding  with  man's  three-fold  nature, — 
spirit,  soul  and  body. 

First  Aspect.— Salvation  looked  upon  as  an  ac- 
plished  fact  when  we  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  comply  with  his  requirements.  Acts  16: 
31.  It  is  so  viewed  according  to  the  purpose  and 
grace  given  us  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  ages  be- 

Proof  Texts. — Purpose,  2  Tim.  1:  9;  "Grace," 
Eph.  1:6;  "In  Christ  Jesus,"  Luke  2:  30;  "For 
mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation." — Jesus.  That 
God  works  this  salvation  in  the  believer  is  seen 
from  Eph.  2:  4-10;  Titus  3:4-7;  and  I  Cor.  1:  18. 

It  is  a  spiritual,  therefore  vital,  union  with  the 
Lord,  John  3:  6;  I  Cor.  6:  17.  This  aspect  is  cer- 
tain for  the  believer,  for  it  is  the  salvation  of  his 


son  of  Isaac  and  a  grandson  of 
was  a  twin  brother  of  Esau  and  his 
name  was  changed  to  Israel  when  he  wrestled 
with  the  angel  at  Peniel  (Gen.  32:  28).  The  name 
"Jacob"  means .  a  supplanter,  which  is  syrDnyny- 
ous  with  planning,  plotting  and  stratagem.      : 

In  the  family  of  Isaac  and  Rebekah  we  m;.y  see 
a  great  deficiency  in  family  government.  The 
same  deficiency  exists  too  often  in  church  gov- 
ernment. If  God  intended  any  difference  in  the 
government  of  his  people,  that  of  family  govern- 
ment is  paramount.  Family  government  was  first 
ordained.  In  I  Tim.  3:  4,  5  Paul,  in  giving  the 
qualifications  of  a  bishop,  says  he  should  be  "  one 
that  ruleth  well  his  own  house,  having  his  children 
in  subjection  with  all  gravity;  (for  if  a  man  know 
not  how  to  rule  his  own  house,  how  shall  he  take 
care  of  the  church  of  God?)  "  But  we  will  return 
to  the  family  of  Isaac.  Esau  was  Isaac's  and 
Jacob  Rebekah's  favorite.  Now  mark,  when  y°« 
see  favoritism  at  the  old  homestead  or  in  the 
church,  there  is  a  good  foundation  for  confusion, 
dissatisfaction,  trouble  and  discord. 

Jacob  was  early  in  life  guilty  of  falsehood.  Was 
it  not  wrong  for  his  mother  to  tell  hit 
deceive  his  poor,  old,  blind  father  w 
hood?  One  of  the  seven  things  that  God  hates 
is  a  lying  tongue.  Prov.  6:  16.  A  liar's  nam 
stands  in  the  same  catalogue  as  dogs,  sorcerer  , 
murderers  and  idolaters.  Rev.  ■ 
always 


>  and 
false- 


whoremonge: 

15.    Then,   how  careful   we  should 

speak  the  truth!     Rebekah   defeated  the  very 

ject  she  tried  to  bring  about.     She  laid  the  plan 

keep  her  favorite  son  at  home  (who,  by  ac 

was   born   a  few   minutes   later  than  his 
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Esau).    She  instructed  Jacob   how  to 


obtain 


the 


*hich  belonged  to  Esau.     Gen.  27: 


spirit,  and  will  never  be  recalled,  if  we  accept  the  I  27;  46, 


blessing  which  belonged  to  Esau.     ut»,  -,  ^ 

Rebekah  was  more  to  blame  than  Jacob.    I 
was  afraid  to  enter  into  the  deception  for 
might  receive  a  curse  instead  of  a  bless'n^'j  Re- 
act worked   up  Esau's  fury  against  Jacob,  a 
bekah  instructed  Jacob  to  leave  home,  *"    *0,t 
his  uncle   Laban,   until   Esau's   an 
away  from  him.     This  was  thi 
Jacob's  face.    She  takes  a  longing 
as  he  goes  up  over  the  hill  toward   Har  ■     ^ 
rest  of  Rebekah's  life -was  a  burden  to  b 


anger 
last  tin) 
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look  after  ^ 
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Although  God  was  with  Jacob,  he  had  a  stormy 
and  crooked  life.  In  God's  promise  to  him  before 
leaving  home,  he  told  him  what  he  would  do,  with- 
out any  conditions.  But  after  Jacob's  first  night 
out,  at  Bethel,  he  wakes  from  his  pleasant  dreams 
of  seeing  the  angels  going  up  and  down  a  ladder 
from  earth  to  heaven,  and  makes  a  vow  with  con- 
ditions in  it,  saying,  "If  God  will  be  with  me," 
etc.,  Gen.  28:  20.  After  God  had  promised  to  be 
with  him,  he  seems  to  distrust  him  by  putting  in 
the  little  word  "if."  He  goes  to  his  uncle  Laban, 
and  begins  to  drive  his  sharp  bargains,  but  comes 
out  second  best  every  time.  He  bargains  for 
Rachel  as  a  wife  for  seven  years'  labor,  and  Leah 
is  palmed  off  on  him.  Then  he  agrees  to  give 
seven  years'  more  for  Rachel.  Then  he  contracts 
to  give  six  years'  more  service  for  personal  proper- 
ty, and  his  wages  are  changed  ten  times.  Gen. 
3i:  7- 

Jacob,  in  his  family  government,  proceeds  the 
way  his  father  and  mother  did, — showing  favorit- 
ism to  Joseph.  Jacob  loved  Joseph  more  than  all 
his  children  and  put  an  extra  coat  on  him,  of  many 
colors,  which  caused  his  brothers  to  envy  him. 

Jacob's  sons  came  to  their  father  with  a  lie,  as 
he  did  to  his  father.  "Be  not  deceived:  God  is 
not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  sows  that  shall 
he  also  reap."  Gal.  6:  7.  Sow  lies  and  reap  liars. 
You  lie  to  your  father,  and  your  children  will  lie  to 
you.  After  twenty  years  in  exile,  Jacob  returns 
to  his  native  country  in  fear,  distress  and  deep  hu- 
mility, which  puts  him  in  a  true  position  for  pray- 
er. "  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  the  mer- 
cies, and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  hast  shewed 
unto  thy  servant." 

Monmouth,  Kans. 
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ILLER. 


€  It  seems  there  is  envy  among  almost  all  classes 
rof  people,  from  the  smallest  to  the  greatest.  It 
seems  to  be  a  part  of  our  very  nature. 

Think  of  a  child  who  is  only  old  enough  to  no- 
tice things,  and  about  the  first  intelligence  noticea- 
ble is  that  of  jealousy. 

Let  the  mother  take  some  other  child  on  her 
lap,  and  see  how  quick  the  mere  baby  will  begin 
to  be  uneasy.  I  have  seen  mothers,  not  infre- 
quently, provoke  and  tantalize  their  children,  not 
thinking  that  they  are  causing  to  grow  one  of  the 
worst  things  of  which  the  world  or  the  church 
knows. 

A  common  manifestation  of  envy  may  be  seen 
with  the  boys  at  school.  Let  one  or  more  get 
premiums -at  the  close  of  school  for  their  good 
lessons  and  good  behavior  during  the  term,  and  at 
once  remarks  are  made  by  the  unlucky  ones,  some- 
thing like  these:  "It's  nothing  but  a  little  old 
book,"  "  Washed-over  scarf-pin,"  "  Two-cent  hand- 
kerchief." "Pshaw!  I  wouldn't  had  it  if  it  had 
been  offered  to  me."  The  outcroppings  of  envy 
can  be  plainly  seen,  though  the  persons  are  bitter- 
ly denying  it. 

Yet  there  are  older  people  than  school  children 
who  have  worse  forms  of  envy  in  their  hearts  than 
these.  And  if  it  is  there,  it  will  crop  out  and  we 
cannot  hide  it. 

Envy  is  either  growing  in  us  or  it  is  dying  out, 
and  the  only  remedy  there  is,  to. get  rid  of  it,  is  to 
make  a  complete  surrender  to  Jesus.  We  should 
be  willing  to  work  in  the  humblest  place  in  God's 
vineyard,  and  be  content  to  trust  him. 

My  brethren,  is  there  any  one  rising  in  reputa- 
tion a  little  above  your  sphere,  and  you  do  not  feel 
just  right  about  it?  If  such  a  feeling  is  distressing 
you,  you  had  better  read  all  you  can  find  about 
Moses.  If  we  are  as  willing  to  forsake  all  to  res- 
cue those  in  bondage,  as  Moses  was,  we  will  have 
no  time  to  look  after  popularity. 

there  is  no  room  in  heaven  for  envy,  and  if  we 
are  not  willing  and  working  where  the  Lord  has 
seen  fit  to  put  us,  we  are  not  filling  the  design  of 
our  creation,  and  may  be  on  the  downward  road. 
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dual  in  God's  church  if  he 
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The  world  is  a  wilderness  of  sin,  but  do  not  for- 
get that  the  wilderness  must  be  cleared  from  our 
own  hearts. 

Our  eye  of  faith  should  look  straight  up  to  God 
and  not  be  looking  over  the  world   for  fame  and 


Sangendllc,  Va. 


HE  IS  COMINQ. 


NIE  BLAIN  UNDERHILL. 


Some  one  is  coming.  Are  you  looking  for  him? 
Are  you  ready?  Is  the  parlor  bright  and  beauti- 
ful, the  guest-chamber  clean  and  inviting;  the 
kitchen  neat  and  in  order?  Is  the  dining-room 
shining  with  cleanliness?  He  is  going  to  stay  long 
enough  to  see  all  these  things,  for  he  says  that  he 
will  sup  with  us,  and  we  with  him.     Rev.  3:  20. 

When  we  arc  looking  for  a  dear  friend  from  far 
away, — a  dear  parent,  or  brother,  a  husband  or  lov- 
er, an  old  friend  or  neighbor, — whom  we  have  not 
seen  for  a  long  time,  how  we  do  prepare  for  him! 
With  what  glad  and  anxious  hearts  do  we  clean  up 
our  house  that  all  may  be  bright  and  beautiful 
when  the  loved  one  comes.  Shall  we  not,  just  as 
anxiously  and  just  as  gladly,  make  clean  and  beauti- 
ful these  temples  wherein  we  expect  to  entertain 
our  Heavenly  Guest?  Shall  we  not  endeavor  to 
have  them  clean,  pure,  purged  from  all  filthiness, 
that  they  may  be  a  fit  abode  for  him  who  is  alto- 
gether pure  and  righteous?  "Ye  are  the  temple 
of  the  living  God."  2  Cor.  6:  14.  "Your  body  is 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  1  Cor.  6:  19. 
Then,  should  we  not  try  to  ha.veJthese  bodies  pure; 
cleansed  from  all  filthiness,  all  impurities,  all  glut- 
tony, all  naughtiness?  But  the  cleansing  is  not 
enough.  The  good  housekeeper  is  not  satisfied 
with  clean,  bare  walls  and  floors.  She  tries  to 
have  her  house  furnished,  so  that  it  shall  be  full 
of  beauty  and  comfort.  Even  so  should  the  child 
of  God  "be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
good  works."     2  Tim.  3:  17. 

In  order  that  we  may  be  ready  when  our  Heav- 
enly Guest  shall  come,  having  ourselves  cleansed 
and  pure,  thoroughly  furnished,  bright  and  shin- 
ing, Jet  us  "search  the  Scriptures"  and  learn  how 
God  would  have  us  to  prepare  ourselves  for  the  ar- 
rival of  our  guest.  "  All  Scripture  is  given  by  in- 
spiration of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for 
reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness."    2  Tim.  3:  16. 

So,  before  we  waste  any  precious  time  in  getting 
ready  for  company,  lest  wc  should  be  disappointed, 
let  us  turn  to  God's  Word  which  is  Truth  (John  17: 
17)  and  see  if  he  is  really  coming.  In  Acts  1:  11 
we  have  these  words:  "This  same  Jesus,  which  is 
taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall  so  come  in 
like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into  heaven." 
The  two  men  in  white  apparel,  who  spoke  these 
words  at  the  time  of  Christ's  ascension  were  doubt- 
less angels  of  God,  sent  down  from  heaven  to  carry 
this  message  to  God's  children.  They  say  that  he 
shall  come.  It  is  written  in  God's  Word,  and 
God's  Word  is  Truth.  Yes,  he  will  come.  But 
when?  Is  there  any  need  of  hurry  about  getting 
ready?  Won't  it  be  a  long  time  yet  before  he 
comes? 

Some  claim  that  the  time  is  indefinite, — even 
millions  of  years.  Others  claim  that  the  time  is 
near  at  hand, — even  at  the  very  door:  but  these, 
you  may  think,  are  alarmists.  They  have  been  pre- 
dicting this  thing  ever  since, — no  one  knows  when, — 
scaring  people,  selling  off  their  property,  getting 
ready,  and  the  Lord  hasn't  come  yet.  Yes,  it  is 
true  that  this  great  event  has  been  predicted  for 
over  1800  years,  and  has  not  yet  transpired;  so  that 
many  have  grown  doubtful,  even  careless  and  in- 
different, waxing  "worse  and  worse"  as  time  ad- 
vances, not  fearing  the  coming  of  the  Just  One. 
This  is  but  the  fulfillment  of  prophecy  (2  Tim.  3: 
13),  but  one  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  Scripture. 
See  Matt,  26:  37-39.     Probably  it  should  ;iot  make 
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so  much  difference  to  us  who  proclaims  the  Lord's 
coming,  so  long  as  they  proclaim  the  Truth,  and 
we  can  easily  ascertain  whether  their  words  be 
true  or  not,  if  we  will  but  take  the  time  to  compare 
them  with  God's  Word,  which  we  know  to  be  true. 

The  Lord  says  (Rev.  22:  12),  "/  come  quickly; 
and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man  ac- 
cording as  his  work  shall  be."  When  he  does  come, 
he  will  come  so  quickly  that  there  will  be  no  time 
for  repentance  then.  He  will  not  start  and  linger 
by  the  way.  No  one  will  have  time  to  get  ready 
after  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  announcing  the 
King's  arrival.  "For  as  the  lightning  cometh 
out  of  the  east,  and  shineth  even  unto  the  west,  so 

SHALL  THE  COMING    OF    THE    SON    OF    MAN    BE."      He 

won't  travel  on  foot,  as  he  traveled  when  on  earth 
nearly  1,900  years  ago.  No,  nor  will  he  be  found 
approaching  by  means  of  horses  and  carriages,  or 
by  railway  cars.  All  these  things  are  too  slow  for 
the  Heavenly  Guest.  We  are  told  in  God's  Word 
that  in  "  the  time  of  the  end  many  shall  run  to  and 
fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased."  Dan. 
12:  4. 

How  has  knowledge  been  increased  in  the  last 
centuryl  It  is  wonderful  to  contemplate  the  in- 
ventions that  man  has  sought  out.  Man  has  at 
last  learned  how  to  harness  the  lightning  and  send 
messages  swiftly  all  over  the  world.  Of  late  years 
many,  of  all  classes  of  people,  have  run  to  and  fro, 
from  one  side  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  seeking 
knowledge  and  pleasure.  The  like  was  never  seen 
before.  The  railway  is  a  swift  means  of  convey- 
ance, but  it  is  not  swift  enough.  Messages,— and 
even  parcels, — have  been  carried  by  means  of  elec- 
tricity. Cars  (or  carriages)  are  run  by  electricity. 
How  far  distant  is  the  time  when  man  will  seek  to 
traverse  the  air  by  means  of  electricity?  Ahl  the 
first  one  that  shall  be  seen  in  the  clouds,  coming 
with  the  swiftness  of  lightning,  is  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God.  Rev.  1:  7.  We  shall  all  see  him. 
Yes,  the  time  is  coming,  and  coming  swiftly,  when 
ariel  navigation  will  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture, but  a  certainty.  To  the  unprepared  it  will 
be  a  fearful  certainty,  as  they  behold  the  just 
Judge  quickly  approaching.  But  to  those  who  are 
ready,  it  will  be  a  blessed  reality,  for  "then"  we 
"shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  (the  risen 
souls  of  the  righteous  dead)  in  the  clouds  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air:  and  so  shall  we  ever  be  with_ 
the  Lord."  1  Thess.  4:  16-17.  "But  of  that  day 
and  hour  knoweth  no  man,"  not  even  the  angels, — 
much  less  we  poor  mortals, — but  God  only.  Matt. 
24:  36.  Since  we  cannot  know  the  day  and  hour, 
it  would  seem  well  for  us  to  be  always  ready, — to 
live  every  day  and  every  hour,  as  though  we  were 
really  expecting  our  Heavenly  Guest. 

What  beautiful  lives  we  would  all  live,  if  we  were 
really  expecting  him  to-day!  "Therefore,  be  ye 
also  ready:  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not, 
the  Son  of  man  come'h."  Matt.  24:  44.  Please 
read  the  remainder  of  the  chapter.  Notice  the 
"but"  and  "if"  in  verse  forty-eight.  To  whom 
shall  the  Lord  come  in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not 
for  him,  and  in  an  hour  that  he  is  not  aware  of? 
To  those  that  watch  and  are  faithful  (v.  46),  or 
to  those  who  cry,  "  It  is  a  long  ways  off,— a  million 
years,"  and  act  as  they  think,  that  "The  Lord  de- 
layeth  his  coming?"  Jesus  says,  "Watch;"  Matt. 
24:  46,  Mark  13:  33,  35,  37-  "H  therefore  thou 
shalt  not  watch,  I  will  come  on  thee  as  a  thief,  and 
thou  shalt  not  know  what  hour  I  will  come  upon 
thee."  Rev.  3:  3.  Paul  says  to  the  Thessalonians, 
"But  ye,  brethren,  are  not  in  darkness,  that  that 
day  should  overtake  you  as  a  thief."     I   Thess.  5: 

4.  5- 

Ah,  dear  reader,  that  day  will  not  overtake  the 
children  of  light  as  a  thief,  for  they  will  be  watch- 
ing and  ready,  "and  unto  them  that  look  for  him 
he  will  appear  the  second  time,  without  sin,  unto 
salvation."     Heb.  9:  28. 

When,  then,  may  we  be  looking  for  him?  The 
disciples  who  walked  and  talked  with  him  on  earth, 
asked  for  a  sign  whereby  we  should  know  when 
to  expect  him  again.  Matt.  24:  3.  He  gave  in- 
structions, whereby  we  should  know  when  the  time 
is  nigh.    Though  we  may  not  know  the  day  or  the 
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hour,  we  may  and  should  know  when  the  time  is 
approaching,— when  it  is  near.  We  may  know  the 
age,  the  century,  the  generation  that  shall  behold 
these  things,  for  he  says,  "  When  ye  shall  see  these 
things  come  to  pass,  know  that  it  is  nigh,  even  at 
the  doors.  Verily  I  say  unto  you  that  this  gener- 
ation shall  not  pass  till  all  these  things  be  ful- 
filled." Matt.  24:  33,  34;  Mark  13:  29.  30.  What 
things?     See  how  he  cautions  them  against  being 


deceived,   and   then 

names   the 

igns. 

Read   the 

chapter.     Have   not 

these    signs 

been 

fulfilled? 

WhatncA'? 

PERSONAL  INDWELLING. 


BY  J. 


I'l-ORV. 


What  a  blessed,  comforting  doctrine 
that  Christ  has  a  personal  indwelling  in 
generate  heart.  How  often  we  fail  to 
nd  grasp  this  precious  grace  by  having 


)  realize 
very  re- 
:ach  out 
>ur  eyes 


blinded  to  the  real  meaning  of  the  words  of  eternal 
life! 

"  The  Word  w 
while  Christ  was 
his  disciples;  hi' 
proved  he  was  t 
did.  Now  he  ha 
the  world;  that  i 


as  made  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us," 
i  here.  In  his  flesh  he  dwelt  among 
;  personality  was  manifest  and  he 
the  very  God  by  the  wonders  he 
i  gone  and  has  sent  his  spirit  into 
to  those  of  his  people  who  are 
tabernacling  in  the  flesh.  Now  his  personality  is 
here  in  the  spirit;  yea,  it  is  in  the  words  he  has 
spoken;  they  are  of  an  energizing  nature  because 
he  is  in  them.  They  have  in  them  the  very  essence 
of  the  divine  mind,— real  substantial  life.  We  live 
by  "every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth 
of  God." 
Ohl  if  we  could  only  bring  our  faith  up  td 


ing 


that  in  God's 
inlands— the 
as  the  sap  of  a  ti 
Then  we  would  r 


mandments 
Word  gives 


If 


life,  energy 
we  die,  if  we  neglect  h 
to  the  Gospel,  we  com* 
of  Christ, — we  come  in 


pel,  in  Christ's 
;  is  the  very  life  of  God  as  truly 
e  is  the  life  principle  of  the  tree. 
n  after  the  Word;  we  would  seek 
ould  covet  the  doing  of  his  com- 
his  personal  indwelling  in  his 
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contact  with  the  very  life 
ch  with  him,   our  body, 


soul  and  spirit  are  electrified,  and  we  rise  to  a  new- 
ness of  life  indeed.  Through  every  act  of  obedi- 
ence, having  faith,  we  come  into  the  very  presence 
of  the  divine  power,  and  are  no  longer  carnal,  but 
spiritually  strong  in  the  holy  Sonship  of  the  Fa- 
ther. 

Christ  dwells  in  our  hearts  by  faith.  Eph.  3:  17. 
Can  we  receive  this  truth  fully?  If  so,  what  manner 
of  men  ought  we  to  be? 

"  I  dwell  with  him  that  is  of  a  contrite  and  hum- 
ble spirit."  Isa.  57:  15.  He  dwells  in  us  not  only 
by  his  Word,  but  also  by  his  merit,  to  justify  the 
faithful  and  obedient.  He  is  with  us  by  his  Holy 
Spirit, — the  Sanctifier, — to  renew  and  purify  us  by 
his  fellowship,  communion  and  presence.  "  I  will 
be  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world." 

Los  Angeles,  Cat. 


ON  EARTH  AS  IN  HEAVEN. 

BY  JENNIE  CALHOUN  BAKER, 

"O  earth,  so  full  of  dreary  noises!" 

In   the   beginning  God  created  all  good.     Ma 

was  made   in  the  image  of  his   Creator;   and,   n 

doubt,   the  earth,   formed  for  his  dwelling   plac 

was   made   like   unto    heaven, — God's    home.      I 


"  pleasant  to  the  sight  and  good  for  food;"  then  of 
rivers,  "  And  a  river  went  out  from  Kden  to  water 
the  garden."  The  trees  were  full  of  life,  generous 
with  their  fruits,  forming  leafy  retreats  for  feath- 
ered songsters,  holding  up  their  tiny  branches  to 
be  played  upon  by  every  gentle  breeze,  thus  ren- 
dering, for  listening  ears,  gentle  cadences  and  de- 
lightful symphonies,  as  on  .-colian  harps,  and  fur- 
nishing a  noonday  shade  and  nighttime  couch  for 
heated  brows  and  tired  limbs,  if  such  there  had 
been.  The  rivers  changed  the  face  of  the  whole, 
as  well  as  themselves,  making  valleys  of  beauty 
and  fertility,  filling  the  air  with  sounds,  now  a  de- 
licious murmur,  as  the  water  ripples  over  the  peb- 
bles, then  with  a  sound,  as  of  thunder,  as  the  water 
is  dashed  over  a  precipice. 

Milton,  with  his  eyes  fast  closed   from   light  of 
sun  and  all  things  terrestrial,  was  given  a  spiritual 
sight;  and  for  us   he  paints  the  fairest  portion-  of 
this  earth.  Paradise,  and  all  the  country  round,— a 
land  where  grew,  "All  trees  of  noblest  kind,  for 
sight,  smell,  taste."     A  land  where 
"Crisped  brooks, 
Rolling  op  orient  pearls  and  sands  of  gold, 
With  mazy  error  under  pendant  shades, 
Ran  nectar,  visiting  each  plant,  and  fed 
Flowers  worthy  of  Paradise." 

He  brings  before  us  caves  and  grottoes,  cool,  and 
builded  up  witll  iridescent  walls;  and  over  all  a 
balmy  atmosphere,  filled  with  all  pleasant  odors, 
roses  without  thorns,  a  country  indescribably  beau- 
tiful, \  et  only  our  world  into  which  sin  had  not  yet 
entered   and  on  which  no  curse  had  fallen. 

In  this  delightful  place  was  heard  no  sound  of 
discord.  'Twa-,  only  when  man  had  stooped  to 
folly  that  a  blight  fell  on  all  the  lower  creation  as 
well,  and  animals  began  to  prey  on  and  quarrel 
with  each  other..  Unto  man,  at  the  creation,  God 
gave  dominion  over  all  living  things.  While  he 
retained  his  primal  relation  with  his  Creator,  all 
was  harmonious.  Not  so,  however,  when  man, — 
the  highest  creation— fell.  This  law  we  see  exem- 
plified every  day.  The  fall  of  a  small  meteoric 
body  does  not  affect  our  earth,  but  if  the  sun  were 
from  his  place,  our  destruction  would  be 
certain.  Thus  man's  disobedience  to  God  brought 
not  only  sorrow  to  himself,  but  brought  down  de- 
struction on  every  living  thing;  even  the  earth  was 
cursed  as  a  part  of  his  punishment,  and  brought 
forth  briars  and  thistles,  where  before  were  only 
pleasant  fruits  and  flowers. 

While  things  were  "  on  earth  as  in  heaven,"  there 
was  a  close  connection  between  the  two  places. 
Each  day  to  man  was  given  the  privilege  of  talking 
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n  of  the  Garden  of 
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Genesis  we  have  a  descripti 
Eden,  in  which  were  placed 
beautiful  it  was  beyond  comp 
have  been  our  home,  had  not 
world  and  defiled  it;  but  now, 
pent  is  over  it  all." 

Let  us  go  back  in  imagination,  if  we  can,  and 
picture  to  ourselves  the  earth  as  Adam  first  found 
it,  when  "  God  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath 
of  life,  and  man  became  a  living  soul." 

Turning  to  Genesis,  we  read  there  the  only 
historical   description    given,   first    of    all   trees, 


ladder,  1 
the  joys 
earth  wa 
When 
Satan,    i 


■  ones  likely  ta 
ardly  missing, 


ed  long  at  the  foot  of  the 
the  newly-created  earth, 
f  heaven,  and  never  growing  homesick, — 
so  like  their  own  home, 
nan  transgressed,  all  this  was  changed, 
tempting  Eve,  promised,  "Your  eyes 
shall  be  opened,"  but,  instead,  the  eyes  of  her  chil- 
dren were  closed  to  many  things  from  their  birth. 
The  ladder,  connecting  earth  and  heaven,  had  been 
withdrawn,  or  they,  in  their  blindness,  were  unable 
to  find  it.  Either  angels  no  more  stood  beside  and 
talked  with  them,  or  they  hrard  and  saw  them  not. 
A  great  gulf  was  fixed  'twixt  heaven  and  earth. 
Whether  this  gulf  was  materjal  or  spiritual  mat- 
te ed  not;  for  being  born  blind,  all  things  were  in 
darkness. 

Thus  things  remained,  estranged  from  God,  un- 
like to  heaven.  Only  to  one  who  longed  for  God 
was  light  given  to  find  the  way  from  earth  to  heav- 
en. "And  Enoch  was  not,  for  God  took  him." 
Jacob  "  dreamed,  and  behold,  a  ladder  set  upon  the 
earth,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven;  and  be- 
hold, the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending 
on  it."  By  man,  sin-cursed,  the  earth  was  cursed, 
and  as  men  multiplied  upon  the  face  of  the  earth, 


the  blight  was  spread  broadcast,  until  God,  on  his 
throne  in  the  heavens,  looking  down,  saw  only 
evil  where,  at  one  time,  he  had  pronounced  all 
good.  The  Lord,  with  infinite  pity  and  with  im. 
measurable  mercy,  sent  now  his  only  Son,  Christ, 
"  to  give  light  unto  all  that  are  in  the  world,"  and 
thus  restore  the  way  to  heaven. 

We,  by  our  fall,  had  gained  a  knowledge  of  evil 
rather  than  good.  Christ  brought  to  us  a  knowl- 
edge of  good,  and  light,  and  strength  to  do  the 
right.  Using  this  knowledge  and  the  power  given 
us  to  do  God's  will,  we  all  may  become  shining 
lights,  thus  assisting,  in  our  weakness,  in  the  resto- 
ration of  Paradise.  That,  as  man  draws  nearer  to 
God,  the  earth  becomes  more  fruitful,  is  plainly 
discernible,  by  comparing  the  countries  inhabited 
by  Christian  nations  with  those  in  which  heathen 
live,  and  were  man  wholly  regenerate,  the  world 
would  again  assume,  in  part,  its  beautiful  appear- 
When  we  pray  that  things  may  be  made  "on 
earth  as  in  heaven,"  into  the  prayer  enters  a 
double  significance:  First  of  all,  we  should  long, 
strive  and  pray  earnestly  for  an  entire  change  of 
life  and  heart.  If  all  selfishness  be  eradicated 
from  our  hearts,  and  a  complete  desire  takes  pos- 
of  us,  to  have  and  to  do  only  God's  will, 
e  with  us  "on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven." 
To  those  about  us  we  shall  be  a  shining  light,  to 
light  others  on  their  way  to  heaven.  'Twas  not  of 
his  disciples  that  Christ  said,  "  Having  eyes  they 
see  sot  and  ears  they  hear  not."  To  the  true  Chris- 
tian is  given  a  new  sight  and  a  new  sense  of  hear- 
ing; the  ladder  to  heaven  is  just  before  him  and 
beside  him  stands  one  clad  in  white  raiment,  pure 
and  clean,  pointing,  advising,  guiding.  Though  the 
roses  may  still  have  thorns  and  the  wayside  be 
filled  with  stones  and  dust,  to  him  who  runs  the 
Christian  race,  the  goal  is  all,  these  things  are  not 
seen,  and  so  to  him  are  not. 

Secondly,  we  should  pray  for  the  gradual  chang- 
ing of  the  whole  earth  back  to  its  pristine  purity. 
This,  we  are  taught,  cannot  wholly  be  until  th. 
end  of  time,  when  it  shall  be  cleansed  by  fire. 
"And  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth;  for  the 
first  heaven  and  the  first  earth  had  passed  away." 
R.ev.  21:  1. 

Until  then  it  is  our  privilege  to  live  so  as  to 
make  a  he  ven  about  us  for  all  those  who  come 
within  the  circle  of  our  influence.  By  closing  our 
eyes  to  earthly  sorrows  and  pleasures,  we  shall 
have  our  spiritual  eyes  opened,  and  we  shall  dwell 
in  an  Eden  where  God's  will  is  our  will. 

O  Lord,  haste  the  time  when  my  faith  shall  be 
sight! 
Everett,  Pa, 

THE  ARM  OP  FLESH. 

BY  D.  E.  PRICE. 

"Thus  saith  the  Lord;  Cursed  be  the  man  that  trusteth  in 
man,  and  maketh  flesh  his  arm,  and  his  heart  departeth  from 
the  Lord." — Jer.  17:  5. 

Frequently,  when  the  children  of  Israel  were 
threatened  with  evil  by  their  enemies,  they  appealed 
to  some  of  the  surrounding  nations  for  help,  and 
formed  leagues  with  them,  instead  of  applying  to 
the  Lord,  their  God,  for  help.  Hence  the  language 
of  the  Lord,  through  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  pro- 
nouncing a  curse  on  the  man,  or  nation,  who  fled  to 
an  arm  of  flesh  for  protection  when  danger  threat- 
ened. They  failed  every  time  they  appealed  to 
the  neighboring  nations  for  help,  and  were  defeat- 
ed, and  led  into  captivity  by  their  enemies.  But 
when  they  trusted  in  the  Lord,  and  called  on  him 
for  help,  he  invariably  came  to  their  rescue.  Un- 
der the  present,  or  Christian,  dispensation,  we  are 
commanded  to  put  our  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  he 
has  promised  "  to  never  leave  nor  forsake  us.' 

As  the  children  of  Israel  were  forbidden  to  have 
any  communication  with  the  surrounding  nations,  so 
we,  as  Christians,  are  forbidden  to  seek  the  Jrieni- 
ship  of  the  world.  "  For  whosoever  will  be  a  frie«d 
of  the  world  is  the  enemy  of  God."  James  4-  4j 
Therefore,  if  we  desire  the  friendship  of  God'  w 
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must  "  come  out  from  among  the  world,"  and  be  a 
separate  and  distinct  people.     2  Cor.  6:  17. 

The  language  of  the  text  covers  more  than  man 
in  a  national  sense;  it  also  applies  to  him  individu- 
ally. We  trust  in  an  arm  of  flesh,  when  we  put 
more  confidence  in  the  opinions  of  men,  than  in  the 
Word  of  the  Lord.  The  apostle  Paul  says,  "  They 
that  measure  themselves  by  themselves,  and  com- 
pare themselves  among  themselves  are  not  wise." 
2  Cor.  10:  12. 

And  why  should  we  measure  ourselves  by  our- 
selves when  we  have  a  perfect  rule  or  standard  to 
measure  ourselves  by? 

Too  often,  when  we  make  mistakes,  we  try  to 
justify  ourselves  by  some  wrong  thing  another  has 
done,  instead  of  repenting  first  of  our  own  wrongs, 
and  then  trying  to  restore  our  brother  or  sister 
from  theirs.  However,  it  is  so  natural  for  us  to  hide 
ourselves  behind  another's  faults.  But  it  is  a  true 
saying,  though  not  a  Scriptural  one,  "  Two  wrongs 
will  not  make  one  right,"  Just  as  sure  as  we  make 
man  (I  will  bring  it  nearer  home  and  say,  our 
brother)  our  standard,  so  sure  our  heart  will  depart 
from  the  Lord,  for  when  our  standard  is  wrong,  our 
actions  are  sure  to  be  wrong  also. 

I  would  not  take  the  most  exemplary  brother  or 
sister  in  the  Brotherhood,  yea,  I  will  go  further, 
and  say,  I  would  not  take  the  best  saint  that  ever 
lived,  for  a  standard.  Some  one  may  be  ready  to 
say,  "  Bro.  Price  is  setting  his  standard  high,  he 
must  think  he  is  better  than  anybody  else."  Not  at 
all.  Would  any  one  want  to  do  as  Peter  did? 
though  he  was  chief  among  the  apostles, — deny  his 
Lord  and  Master,  and  curse  and  swear? 

This  just  shows  the  weakness  of  the  flesh,  and 
our  entire  dependence  upon  Christ's  atoning  merits 
for  pardon  and  salvation.  Suppose  I  select  the 
best  character  I  know  of,  in  the  church,  and  take 
him  for  a  pattern.  My  good  brother  may  make  a 
mistake,  or  commit  a  sin,  and  repent  of  it,  and 
God,  for  Christ's  sake,  forgives  him  because  he 
makes  humble  confession.  I  John  1:  9.  Then  I 
follow  after  my  good  brother,  and  do  the  same 
thing,  and  justify  myself  in  the  act  because  my  good 
(brother  did  it;  and  hence  do  not  repent  of  it,  and 
dvfll  be  condemned  for  doing  just  what  my  good 
'Brother  did. 

The  great  difficulty  is,  when  we  measure  our- 
selves by  some  one  else  than  Christ,  we  are  so  in- 
clined to  select  for  our  standard  the  one  that  is 
furthest  away  from  Christ,  and  then  go  just  a  little 
farther  worldward  than  he  has  gone.  If  we  would 
follow  the  most  exemplary  one,  and  then  not  fol- 
low him  farther  than  he  follows  Christ  (i  Cor.  11: 
1)  it  might  do  much  better;  but  why  not  take 
Christ  as  our  example  at  once,  and  not  run  any 
risks? 

Hence,  since  "  every  one  must  give  an  account  of 
himself  to  God  "  (2  Cor,  5:  10),  why  not  take  Jesus 
Christ,  and  his  word  for  our  faith  and  practice? 
Why  not  think  and  act  for  ourselves?  and  not  allow 
ourselves  to  be  led  away  from  the  simplicity  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  by  any  human  agency? 


OUR  DUTIES  IN  LIFE. 


BY  MRS.  N.  S.  GOODYEAR. 


We,  as  Christians  in  life,  should  live  in  obedience 
to  God's  Word.  We  should  study  his  Word  more, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  instruct  our  own  minds  more  and 
that  others  be  helped  also.  We  should  study  to 
show  ourselves  approved  of  God,  workmen  that 
need  "  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
Word  of  truth." 

We  are  commanded  to  be  active  in  our  Christian 
life,  for  we  must  work  if  we  want  to  grow  in  grace. 
We  must  work  for  Jesus,  who  died  upon  the  cross 
tn»t  we  might  live,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  live  a 
wholly  devoted  life, — one  completely  consecrated 
'°  the  Lord. 

In  i  Cor.  13:  i,  we  are  taught,  if  we  have  not 
charity  and  love  in  our  hearts,  we  have  not  Christ 
w'thin  us.  We  should  be  more  deeply  concerned 
"1  working  for  poor,  perishing  souls.  In  this  life, 
we.  as  older  ones  in  Christ,  should  be  more  careful 


how  we  live  before  the  young  and  rising  genera- 
tion. We  should  show  our  love  to  one  another 
more,  and  to  the  young  converts  in  Christ.  We 
should  be  more  kind  to  the  young  persons  who 
come  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  and  we  should  be 
more  sociable. 

There  is  too  much  selfish  enjoyment  among 
Christians.  We  must  not  harbor  anger,  ill-will,  or 
malice,  in  our  hearts.  It  will  debar  us  forever  from 
the  presence  of  God.  The  heart  must  be  pure  and 
undefiled,  or  where  Christ  and  the  angels  arc,  we 
can  never  dwell.  We  should  study  to  become 
stronger  in  the  Lord,  and  attain  to  a  higher  order  of 
Christian  character.  We  are  all  God's  children  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  work  for  the  building  up  of  one  an- 
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LESSON  LIOHT-FLASHES. 
The  Cruritfixion.— Luke  33:  33-46. 

{Lesson  for  June  14,  1896.) 
{The  Life  of  Sacrifice.) 

For  months  we  have  been  looking  at  the  Christ 
life,  and  the  more  we  look  at  it,  th 
to  admire  and  love.  A  life  of  teaching,  working, 
loving  and  sacrifice,  even,  it  was;  "not  my  will  but 
thy  will."  Mighty  as  God,  sweet  and  gentle  as  ; 
lamb. 

After  following  along  through  the  walks,  talk: 
and  works  of  this  life,  we  have  now  come  to  thi 
ultimate,  or  in  the  common  parlance  of  the  peo 
pie  who  still  live  among  the  scenes  of  his  hom> 
life,  to  the  "finish."  Perhaps  a  perpetuation  o 
"  it  is  finished"  which  meant  joy,  peace  and  salva 
tion  to  the  world,  or  the  "glad  tidings"  that  havi 
been  ringing  down  through  the  ages  until  now 

When  in  Jerusalem  we  spent  some  time  in  walk 
ing  over  the  routes  made,  as  is  supposed,  on  thi 
eventful  night  of  his  crucifixion.  Superstition  and 
what  we  may  call  Christian  idolatry,  if 
term  is  allowable,  has  done  much  in  marking  out 
the  course  pursued  from  his  arrest  and  trial 


id  death,  and  as  we  passec 
our  feet  on  the  very  spot: 
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place  of  the  cross  a 
along,  perhaps  settin: 
-that  were  made  sac 
blessed  feet,  there  se 
to  him  that  we  never 
walk  among  men  as  the  S 
much  it  meant  to  the  world  can  only  be  measured 
by  our  persona!  devotion  to  him  as  our  Savior  and 
Redeemer.  He  is  as  much  to  me  and  to  you  as  he 
can  be  to  the  world.  He  is  our  personal  salvation 
or  he  is  not,  just  as  we  decide.    His  crucifixion 


meant    our   possible   salvation, — so   it  stands  with 
each    one   of    us  to-day.     Salvation,    through    his 

;h  is  made  possible,  and  our  being  saved  now 
depends  on  whether  we  will  accept  the  conditions. 

othing  but  a  crucified  Christ  can  prepare  the 
heart  of  the  world  to  the  acceptance  of  him.     To 

his  we  must  teach  the  world  and  the  children 
to  follow  him  through  his  eventful  life  from  Cana 
to  Gethsemane,  and,  most  devoutly,  from  thence 

Golgotha.  We  must  get  the  world  in  touch 
h  him, — so  close  to  him  that  it  can  feel  the 
:at,  see  the  drops  of  blood,  stand  by  the  mpek 
trial,  follow  in  the  trail  of  the  cross  march,  weight 
it  with  the  shoulder,  share  its  odium,  experience 
the  pains  from  the  cruel  nails,  behold  the  spear 
pierce  the  side,  weep  in  sympathy  at  the  deathless 
love  that,  in  the  extremity  of  suffering,  forgives, 
and  breathes  out  pardon  to  the  "uttermost  of  sin." 
Let  the  teaching  be  along  the  line  of  seeing  and 
feeling  what  salvation  means  and  what  pardon 
cost.  The  sight  on  Calvary,  after  all,  had  much  to 
do  with  the  Pentecostal  ingathering.  When,  by 
the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit,  blindness  was  re- 
moved from  the  eyes  of  the  people,  they  most 
gladly  accepted  the  Crucified  One. 

So  it  must  be  yet.  The  world  don't  accept 
Christ  Lrgely  because  it  don't  see  him.  He  is  not 
seen  because  the  church  and  her  teachers  fail  to 
reveal  him.  He  is  not  held  up  in  our  teaching  in 
a  way  that  he  can  be  fully  seen.  Our  photographs 
of  him  are  not  sharp  and  clean  in  outline.  We  do 
not  use  the  right  words,  or  they  are  so  iced  over 
with  worldliness  that  their  life  fails  to  shine 
through  and  reach  the  point  of  attack. 

During  our  late  journey  through  the  Eastern 
world,  what  puzzled  us  most,  in  trying  to  describe 
what  we  saw,  was,  how  to  say  it  so  that  the 
reader  would  catch  our  thought  and  see  the  thing 
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sential things  for  the  teacher  to  know  and  do.  We 
must  took  at  the  lesson  until  we  are  sure  that  we 
see  it.  In  this  lesson  we  should  look  at  the  cruci- 
fixion un'il  we  see  the  cross,  the  Christ,  the  agony 
and  the  death.  More  than  this,— we  must  look 
until  we  see  and  feel  what  that  suffering  and  death 
meant  for  us  and  for  the  world.  When  we  can  see 
in  this  way  we  will  have  power  of  description  and 
application.  "  He  cried  with  a  loud  voice  and  gave 
up  the  Ghost."  h.  b.  b. 

It  is  only  a  little  that  any  man  can  do  in  the 
course  of  his  brief  life  on  the  earth.  Let  him  be  as' 
diligent  and  as  devoted  as  possible,  he  must  still 
confess  at  the  end  of  his  career  that  he  is  an  un- 
profitable servant.  Should  this  fact  cause  him  to 
relax  his  efforts?  Not  so.  Were  his  work  a  thou- 
sand times  smaller  and  more  insignificant  than  it  is, 
he  would  still  be  bound  to  stick  to  it  with  unwaver- 
ing fidelity.  In  the  narrowest  sphere  of  rational 
existence,  as  truly  as  in  the  broadest,  there  is  room 
and  opportunity  for  the  exhibition  of  the  highest 
moral  qualities.  Character  derives  a  real  dignity 
from  the  faithful  performance  of  even  the  lowliest 
duties.  The  humblest  Christian  that  toils  at  his 
obscure  daily  tasks  is  as  much  an  object  of  God's 
approving  favor  as  the  tallest  archangel  that  veils 
his  face  before  the  brightness  of  the  throne. 


Have  you  ever  noticed  how  much  of  Christ's  life 
was  spent  in  doing  kind  things — in  merely  doing 
kind  things?  Run  over  it  with  that  in  view,  and 
you  will  find  that  he  spent  a  great  proportion  of  his 
time  simply  in  making  people  happy— in  doing 
good  turns  to  people.  What  God  has  put  in  our 
power  is  the  happiness  of  those  about  us,  and  that 
is  largely  to  be  secured  by  our  being  kind  to  them. 


"  Let  the  thankful  heart  sweep  through  the  day, 
as  the  magnet  finds  the  iron,  so  it  will  find  in  every 
hour  some  heavenly  blessing;  only  the  iron  iq 
God's  sand  is.  gold." 
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OUE  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of   Reading. 

FIllttT   YKAH. 

"Crisis  ol  Missions,"  c]olh,»i.o4:  paper 34  cents 

"Lile  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper i,  cents 

"Our  Country,"  doth,  ss  cents,  paper *Q  cents 

"  Nonsuch  Prolessor,"  cloth 83  cenh 

sKcoxn  rsiAM. 

"Miracles  of  Missions,"  cloth,  fii  cents;  paper 3a  cents 

"  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moflat."  cloth.  37  cents;  paper 15  cents 

"  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents 

"The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 6S  cents 

TllliCO    YEAH. 
"  Divine  Enterprise  of  Missions,"  cloth It  <x 

"  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-an 10  cents 

"In  the  Volume  ol  the  Boos,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  cents 

S3ff~Prkes,  as  (riven  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only 
others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

;  Circle— W.  B,  Sto' 

i;  H,  M.  Barwlck,  West  Alexandria.  Ohio;  Mrs.  II.  M.  Stovor,  Waym 

a  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  J.  M    Null,  Frultdalc.  A 

r  Reading  Ciuci-b—  Prcsldeni 

,  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Wl 

,  Wayncsbnro.  Pa. 

Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor 

hlng  Co..  Mount  Mi 


ONCE  AND  FOREVER. 


Our  own  nrc  our  own  forever,  Gtir]  taketh  not  back  his  gift. 
They  may  pass  beyond  our  vision,  but  our  souls  shall  find 


nplished,  and  the  deathly  shad- 


We  may  find  the  waiting  bitter,  and  count  the  silence  long. 

God  knoweth  we  are  dust,  and  he  pitieth  our  pain; 
And    when    faith  has    grown    to    fulness,    and    the  silence 
changed  to  song, 

We  shall  eat  the  fruit  of  patience,  and  shall  hunger  not  again. 
So  sorrowing  hearts  who  dumbly  in  darkness  and  all  alone 

Sit  missing  a  dear  lost  presence  and  the  joy  of  a  vanished 

De  comforted  with  this  message  that  our  own  arc  forever  our 


And  God,  who  gave  the  precu 


gift,  he  takes  it  neve 
— Susan  Coolidge. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 


We  are  glad  to  announce  to  the  members  of  the 
Circle  that  the  certificates  are  now  out  and  I  sup- 
pose before  these  lines  appear  in  print,  each  of 
those  who  have  completed  the  course  of  reading 
will  have  received  one  of  the  certificates,  signed  by 
the  proper  officers.  The  certificate  is  well  de- 
signed and  neatly  executed.  It  is*  printed  on 
linen  paper,  twelve  by  fourteen  inches  in  size.  In 
the  center  of  the  upper  margin  Prov.  4:  7  is  printed 
in  Hebrew  and  surrounded  by  an  ornamental  de- 
sign. In  the  upper  left-hand  corner  stands  Matt. 
24:  14,  printed  in  the  Marathi  language.  In  the 
upper  right-hand  corner,  printed  in  Greek,  is  John 
3:  |6.  In  the  lower  left-hand  corner  Mark  16:  15 
is  printed  in  the  Arabic  language,  and  in  the  low- 
er right-hand  corner  Rev.  22:  17  is  printed  in 
Gujerathi,  the  language  our  missionaries  in  India 
are  now  studying.  In  the  center  of  the  left-hand 
margin,  printed  in  English,  appear  the  words,  "Ye 
are  the  light  of  the  world,"  and  in  the  center  of 
the  right-hand  margin,  the  words,  "Ye  are  the 
salt  of  the  earth."  These  certificates  were  printed 
in  India  and  altogether  make  a  very  desirable 
souvenir  from  that  far-away  land;  and  especially 
when  signed  in  his  own  hand  by  our  dear  brother 
Stover  and  given  as  a  reward  for  the  completion 
of  the  Circle's  prescribed  course  of  reading,  is  it 
a  document  worth  striving  for  and  one  that  any 
one  may  justly  be  proud  of.  We  hope  that  this 
may  be  another  means  of  stimulating  members  of 
the  Circle  to  push  forward  to  the  end  of  the  course. 
Below  we  give  a  list  of  names  of 


No.  534,  Chas.  L.  Mansfield,  Frederick,  S.  D.; 
No.  535.  Melbourne  Mabee,  Frederick,  S.  D.;  No. 
536,  Allie  Mohler,  Leeton,  Mo.;  No.  537,  Mattie 
Garvey,  Leeton,  Mo.  The  name  of  May  Stover, 
Edgemont,  Md.,  has  been  added  to  the  list  of  Lo- 
cal Secretaries.  James  M.  Neff, 


CLASS  RECITATION  IN  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

BV  W.  P.  NOFFSINGER. 

[Read  before  a  special  meeting  of  Sunday  school  teachers, 
in  Union  City,  Ind.) 

I  have  been  requested  by  our  Sunday  school 
Superintendent  to  write  a  few  lines  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  "Class  Recitation  in  Sunday  school."  At 
first  thought  I  hardly  knew  what  to  write  in  order 
to  make  the  paper  of  interest  toall  of  our  Sunday 
school  teachers,  since  some  are  teachers  of  pri- 
mary, others  of,  intermediate,  and  still  others  of 
adult  classes,  thus  making  it  difficult  to  treat  the 
subject  as  it  should  be,  for  each  grade  will,  per- 
haps, require  a  somewhat  different  plan  of  pro- 
cedure, yet  the  underlying  principles  of  correct 
teaching  will  apply  to  intermediate  and  adult 
classes,  just  the  same  as  to  primary  classes. 

One  feature  which  makes  it  difficult  to  handle 
our  classes,  is  the  manner  in  which  we  are  now  read- 
ing the  Scriptures  (reading  from  the  Bible,  chap- 
ter after  chapter).  This  method  does  very  well, 
if  properly  handled,  for  intermediate  and  adult 
classes  whose  powers  of  reasoning  are  more  fully 
developed  than  that  of  primary  classes.  The 
Scripture,  in  places,  even  where  we  are  now  read- 
ing (2  Timothy)  requires  too  much  reasoning  for 
small  children.  In  fact  it  is  even  too  much  for 
some  of  us  older  ones  to  fathom  the  great  depths 
of  the  lesson,  while  other  portions  are  easier,  and 
should  be  taught  to  our  children,  because  they  do 
not  require  as  much  ability  to  grasp  the  leading 
thought  of  the  lesson,  and  this  should  be  our 
principal  thought  in  teaching. 

THE  LEADING  THOUGHT. 

In  every  verse,  or  every  paragraph,  at  least,  there 
seems  to  be  a  leading  thought,  and  this  is  what  we 
are  after.  It  will  profit  us  nothing  if  we  do  not 
get  and  retain  some  of  the  leading  thoughts  of 
every  lesson.  The  greatest  difficulty,  however, 
along  this  line  will  be  to  select  the  leading  thought, 
but  with  a  proper  reading  and  a  careful  study  of 
the  lesson,  we  will,  in  a  short  time,  acquire  the 
habit  of  selecting  the  leading  thoughts  very  readi- 
ly. Do  not  always  depend  upon  one  chapter 
alone  for  a  leading  thought,  since  the  Scriptures 
were  not  originally  divided  into  chapters,  but  were 
so  divided  by  man,  for  man's  convenience,  and 
hence  were  not  properly  divided. 

All  things  have  some  leading  thoughts,  even 
a  house,  a  barn,  a  fence,  or  a  piece  of  machinery, 
has  some  leading  thought.  Every  object  existed 
as  a  thought  before  it  existed  as  a  material  object. 
The  great  suspension  bridge  which  spans  East 
River  and  makes  a  great  thoroughfare  for  thou- 
sands of  people,  going  from  New  York  to  Brook- 
lyn, existed  as  a  thought,  before  it  existed  as  a 
bridge.  All  Scriptures  contain  a  leading  thought. 
Paul  had  a  leading  thought  in  writing  his  episto- 
lary letters,  otherwise  they  would  have  been  of 
but  little  benefit.  Each  individual  who  reads  any 
portion  of  the  Scriptures  forms  a  leading  thought 
of  that  portion  read,  hence  we  see  that  there  is  a 
thought  in  the  lesson,  and  a  thought  in  each  in- 
dividual member  of  the  class.  No,  we  would  at 
once  conclude  that  the  proper  thing  for  the  teach- 
er to  do,  is  to  unite  the  thoughts  in  the  lesson  with 
the  thoughts  of  each  member  of  the  class.  This, 
and  this  alone,  constitutes  true  teaching.  "All 
Scriptures  are  given  by  inspiration."  The  Scrip- 
tures, then,  are  the  revealed  thoughts  of  God. 
How  important,  then,  it  is  that  we,  as  teachers, 
should  be  interested  in  uniting  the  thoughts  of  the 
members  of  our  classes  with  the  thoughts  of  him, 
in  the  hollow  of  whose  hand  we  are  mysteriously 
held,  awaiting  that  great  day  when  he  shall  call  us 
home.     Next  we  notice  the  teacher  in 

HIS  PREPARATION. 

Much  depends  upon  the  preparation  which  the 
teacher  has  previously  made.  A  teacher  who  goes 
before  his  class  without  any  preparation  will  cer- 
tainly not  get  the  desired  results  from  the  lesson. 
He  should  have  the  whole  lesson  pictured  out 
clearly  in  his  mind  before  attempting  to  teach  the 
lesson.  He  should  constantly  bear  in  mind  the 
great  responsibility  that  is  resting  upon  him,  and. 


that  a  single  mistake  upon  his  part  might  prove 
the  ruination  of  a  soul. 

Next  we  notice  the  class.  It  should  be  so  seat- 
ed that  all  may  plainly  hear  every  word  that  is 
said;  also  that  the  teacher  will  not  be  compelled  to 
talk  too  loud.  The  individual  members  of  the 
class  are  differently  constituted.  Their  mental 
faculties  are  differently  developed,  thus  making  it 
difficult  to  hold  the  attention  of  the  whole  class. 
Some,  if  you  were  to  talk  to  them  about  different 
kinds  of  work,  you  could  deeply  interest  them, 
while  others,  if  you  were  to  talk  to  them  about 
some  great  political  question,  you  could  greatly 
interest  them;  but  to  relate  to  a  class  the  plain 
Gospel  facts  and  expect  to  hold  the  attention  of 
the  entire  class,  is  almost  impossible. 

Next  the  impression  of  the  leading  thought  by 
the  teacher  becomes  one  of  the  most  important 
things  in  teaching.  As  Paul  said  to  Timothy, 
"Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God." 
Therefore  I  say  unto  us,  as  teachers,  that  we  should 
study  to  show  ourselves  able  to  set  before  our 
classes  clearly  the  leading  thoughts  of  every  les- 
son. Then  gather  together  all  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, referring  to  the  same  thought,  thus  making 
it  so  plain  that  it  cannot  be  disputed.  Last,  but 
not  least,  comes  the  application  of  the  lesson,  for 
herein  lies  that  which  will  be  of  practical  use  to 
us.  We  might  study  the  Scriptures  until  we  are 
old  and  feeble;  we  might  study  them  until  we 
could  repeat  them  word  for  word;  we  might  study 
them  until  all  things  else  should  pass  into  oblivion; 
we  might  study  the  Scriptures  until  the  dark 
shades  of  death  should  close  down  upon  us;  yet 
would  it  profit  us  nothing  unless  we  practiced  what 
we  have  therein  learned. 

The  manner  of  making  this  application  is  very 
important.  Before  making  the  application,  the 
teacher  should  consider  the  disposition,  traits  of 
character  and  the  love  each  member  of  the  class 
has  for  the  Christian  profession.  It  should  be 
made  in  a  general  way,  without  reference  what- 
ever to  any  individual  person,  and  it  should  be 
made  always  with  the  following  views  in  mind:  (1) 
For  the  purpose  of  drawing  those  who  are  mem- 
bers of  the  church  closer  to  Christ,  and  (2)  for  HV 
purpose  of  leading  those,  who  are  yet  outside  oi 
the  church,  to  turn  from  their  paths  of  sin  and  fol- 
low in  the  paths  of  righteousness. 


A  STORY  FROM  WEST  VIRQINI A. 

Last  fall  the  witty  Dr.  Lafferty,  of  Richmond, 
was  invited  to  lecture  in  the  capital  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. The  big  Governor  of  the  Mountain  State, 
who  stands  head  and  shoulders  above  most  men, 
and  weighs  accordingly,  got  up  to  introduce  him, 
but  instead  of  the  cut-and-dried  little  sentence,  "I 
have  the  pleasure,"  etc.,  he  began  to  tell  a  story 
that  seemed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  occa- 
sion. It  was  of  a  widow's  hard  and  scanty  life 
after  the  war  (in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.),  of  her 
sturdy  boy  trying  to  keep  the  wolf  away,  and  get 
an  education  at  the  same  time.  "God  raised  up  a 
friend  for  that  mother  and  son,"  said  the  Gov- 
ernor, "  one  who  gave  help  and  encouragement  to 
both,  keeping  the  widow's  cruse  from  failing,  while 
he  cheered  the  boy  in  his  tremendous  effort.  By 
this  gracious  help  the  lad  won  his  diploma,  the 
open  sesame  to  future  success.  That  boy,  my 
friends,  stands  before  you  to-day,  the  unworthy 
recipient  of  West  Virginia's  highest  honor,  and  he 
has  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you" — but  here 
the  big  Governor's  voice  almost  failed  him— "the 
friend  and  helper  of  his  boyhood,  who  has  kept 
this  story  a  profound  secret  for  twenty-five  years! 

Did  the  audience  cheer?  Wait  till  you  hear  a 
West  Virginia  audiencel  And  it  was  wall  they 
gave  Dr.  Lafferty  time  to  recover  his  poise,  for  his 
native  wit  was  for  once  entirely  put  to  rout  by  the 
unexpected  introduction.  But  he  did  not  disown 
his  connection  with  the  story  told. 

It  is  refreshing  to  come  upon  these  green  spots 
in  the  lives  of  our  men  of  prominence,  and  to  know 
that  brotherly  helpfulness  often  goes  on  when  the 
world,  knows  it  not.— Exchange, 
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General  Missionary  g  Tract  Department 

CBUITrK:-- 

E.  EBV.  Chairman Booth  lap— 

D.  L.  Mili-ek,  Vice-chairman  and  Treasurer, .  .  Mount  Morris 

S    F.  SANGBR Brideev/ater, 

S.  R.  Zug •. Majtersonvllle 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill.  Ohio. 
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isiness  connected  therewith,  should  be 

„    General   Mission* 

RY  and  Tract   Committee.   Mount 
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(Galen  B.  Rover,  Se 

rotary.) 

By  Ellen  Lakshim  Goreh,  a  Brahmin  Lady  of  High   Caste. 

In  the  secret  of  his  presence  how  my  soul  delights  to  hide! 
Oh,  bow  precious  are  the  lessons  which  I  learn  at  Jesus'  side! 
Earthly  cares  can  never  vex  me,  neither  trials  lay  me  low, 
For  when  Satan  comes  to  tempt  me,  to  the  secret  place  I  go. 
When  my  soul  is  faint  and  thirsty,  'neath  the  shadow  of  his 

wing 
There  is  C'ol  and  pleasant  shelter  and  a  fresh  and  crystal 

spring; 
And  my  Savior  rests  beside  me  as  we  hold  communion  sweet; 
If  I  tried  I  could  not  utter  what  he  says  when  thus  we  meet. 
Only  this  I  know:  I  tell  him  all  my  doubts  and  griefs  and 

Oh,  how  patiently  he  listens,  and  my  drooping  soul  he  cheers! 
Do  you  think  he  ne'er  reproves  me?     What  a  false  friend  he 

would  be, 
If  he  never,  never  told  me  of  the  sins  which  he  must  see! 
Do  you  think  that  I  could  love  him  half  so  well,  or  as  I  ought, 
If  he  did  not  tell  me  plainly  of  my  sinful  deed  and  thought? 
No,  he  is  so  very  faithful,  and  that  makes  me  trust  him  more, 
Fur  1  know  that  he  does  love  me,  though  he  wounds  me  very 


know  the 


of  the 


Would  you  liki 

Lord? 
Go  ;\nd  hide  beneath  his  shadow,  this  shall  then  be  your  re 

ward. 
And  whene'er  you  leave  the  silence  of  the  special  meeting 

place, 
You  must  mind  and  bear  the  image  of  your  master  in  you 

You  will  surely  lose  the  blessing  and  the  fulness  of  your  joy. 
If  you  let  dark  clouds  distress  you  and  your  inward  peace  de 

You  may  always  be  abiding,  if  you  will,  at  Jesus'  side, 
iln  the  secret  of  his  presence  you  may  every  moment  hide. 
(J  — Farm  and  Fireside. 


PREACH  THE  O.OSPEL  TO  EVERY  CREATURE. 
—Mark  16:  ig. 

BY  J.  P.  HARSHBAKGER. 

—         In  Two  Parts.— Part  Two. 

"  Judgment  must  begin  at  the  house  of  God." — r  Pet.  4:  17. 

We  must  obey  the  Gospel  of  God.  Let  us  see. 
Have  we  believed?  Yes.  Have  we  repented? 
Yes.  Have  we  confessed?  Yes.  Have  we  been 
baptized?  Yes.  Have  we  washed  the  saints'  feet? 
Yes.  Have  we  partaken  of  the  Lord's  Supper? 
Yes.     Have  we  greeted  one  another  with  the  Holy 

kiss?    Yes.     Have  we  gone  to  all  the  world?  

Have  we  preached  the  Gospel  to  every  creature? 

"  What  shall  the  end  be  to  them   that  obey 

not  the  Gospel  of  God?" 

My  attention  is  just  now  called  to  an  article  by 
J.  L.  Switzer,  in  Messenger  of  Sept.  10,  1895.  He 
states  that  there  are  500,000  hr athen  in  our  midst. 
Let  us  think  a  moment.  Is  this  true?  I  appeal  to 
every  man  and  woman,  acquainted  with  city  work, 
great  or  small,  and  I  hear  the  echoes  from  a  thou- 
sand cities,  "  Yes,  yes." 

A  heathen  is  more  a  heathen  by  living  in  a  Chris- 
tian land.  Can  we  stop  short  of  this  last  command 
of  Jesus  and  claim  companionship  with  those  that 
kept  the  sayings  of  this  Book? 

Again,  those  500,000  are  largely  the  inhabitants 
of  cities,  and,  if  ever  reached  at  all,  must  be  by  ef- 
forts going  forth  from  halls  and  churches  in  such 
places.  "Jesus  went  about  all  Galilee,  preaching." 
**e  preached  in  the  cities,— by  the  wayside,— wher- 
ever  man  was  found —in  all  Galilee. 

How   suggestive    to  us  if  we  would  follow  the 

aster!  Has  not  the  time  come  when  we  should 
"jore  fully  obey  the  Master  in  this  command? 
bod  has  given  us  the  means,  the  church  has  the 
men  atlfj  women  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice 
Vwh'ch    is  more  than  money),    Will  the  church 


send  them  and  say,  Go  to  every  nation,  to  every 
city  and  to  every  creature,  obey  the  command,  get 
the  reward?  Or  will  they  neglect  and  get  what  the 
end  shall  be  to  them  that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of 
God? 

"  But  every  man  hath  his  proper  gift  of  God." 
1  Cor.  7:  7.  God  has  gifted  some  that  can  and  will 
go  to  all  nations.  To  send  them  to  city  work  at 
home  would  be  misapplying  the  gift.  Not  to  send 
them  at  all  would  be  more  so. 

Again;  God  has  gifted  some  for  city  work,  who 
cannot  go  to  all  nations,  but  who  can  work  in  cities 
at  home.  '  Will  we  send  them?  Already  there  are 
those  at  work  in  the  country.  The  difficulty  is  not 
about  country  work,  but  about  going  to  all  nations, 
and  to  cities,  and  to  every  creature.  The  church 
should  send  forth  many  laborers,  that  not  only  the 
500,000  may  hear  the  Gospel  but  many  thousands 
in  every  nation. 

Will  God  still  wait  till  we  get  ready  to  send,  or 
will  time  close  and  we  not  have  the  privilege  of 
obeying  the  command,  "To  every  creature?"  Is 
he  now  about  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest  through- 
out the  Brotherhood  in  sending  the  blessed  Gospel 
light  to  one  and  all? 

God  speed  the  day  when  it  cannot  be  said  of  the 
Brethren  church  that  they  have  but  few  foreign 
missionaries  and  city  churches.  I  shall  leave  the 
foreign  mission  for  a  mightier  pen,  but  may  we  not 
hope  to  see,  ere  many  years,  our  most  active,  ener- 
getic (if  not  the  largest)  churches  in  the  principal 
cities  in  America?  Less  than  one  year's  experi- 
ence in  this  work  has  so  completely  revolutionized 
my-ideaof  city  work  that  I  cannot  refrain  from 
penning  these  artides.  What  the  church  has  lost 
in  city  work  in  the  past,  eternity  alone  can  tell. 
What  she  will  do  yet,  the  future  will  tell.  It  is  to 
be  measured  by  the  number  of  self-sacrificing  breth- 
ren who  are  willing  to  deny  themselves  of  the 
pleasures  of  home,  choosing  rather  to  suffer  the  re- 
proaches of  a  wicked  world.  Like  Jesus  of  Nazar- 
eth, whose  life  was  given  for  others,  so  ours  should 
be  devoted  to  the  good  of  others.  If  it  cost  the 
life  of  the  Son  of  God  to  plant  the  first  church  on 
earth,  it  will  require  the  lives  of  thousands  of  others 
to  plant  many  more.  The  more  lives  are  consecrat- 
ted  and  sacrificed,  the  more  souls  are  saved. 

We  believe  we  can  accomplish  on  this  line  just 
what  we  labor  for, — can  be  successful  or  not  suc- 
cessful, just  as  the  church  wills  it.  We  should  not 
console  ourselves,  as  a  church,  with  the  fact  that  if 
we  have  a  few  workers  at  a  certain  point,  they  will 
get  along  all  right  and  if  the  people  do  not  hear 
them  they  would  not  hear  more,  etc.  It  does  not 
please  God  to  hear  the  cries  of  those  faithful  few. 
Such  a  work  is  a  failure,  if  not  properly  supported. 

Oh  that  God,  through  the  churches  everywhere, 
would  send  faithful  men  and  women  as  helpers  in- 
to every  city  mission,  until  the  strongholds  of  Sa- 
tan must  tumble  down! 

We  have  offered  some  objections  to  city  work  in 
our  first  article.  Let  us  look  now  for  some  advan- 
tages: 

I.  We  notice  most  all  other  denominations  prefer 
cities  as  their  strongholds..  How  would  it  be  if 
there  had  always  been  Danker  churches  in  cities? 
I  suppose,  as  a  result,  there  would  be  more  Dun- 
kers  in  cities. 

Again;  it  is  claimed  that  in  cities  they  can  ho'd 
their  membership  better  than  in  the  country.  The 
shepherd  is  always  with  them.  The  advantage  in 
this  is  largely  in  favor  of  city  churches.  That  God 
has  a  people  in  cities,  as  well  as  in  the  country,  is 
plain;  that  we  hold  a  doctrine  favorable  to  many  in 
such  places  is  also  plain,  and  by  establishing  good, 
loyal  brethren  and  sisters  in  such  places  we  will 
reach  many  of  the  better  class  of  citizens.  But 
the  greatest  advantage  in  city  work  is  a  children's 
mission,  as  work  among  the  children  is  far-reach- 
ing. 

As  a  last  advantage  I  shall  mention  consecrated 
effort  on  the  part  of  both  church  and  missionaries. 
It  must  be  that  or  nothing.  There  must  be  fatherly, 
motherly,  and  sisterly  hearts,  to  take  in  all  the 
aches  and  pains,  sorrows  and  troubles  of  a  besieged 
city,  compassed  on  every  side  by  the  devil,  with 


is  of  vice  and   wickedness,   forgetting  all  els 

but  that  Jesus  died  to  save.     Lord,  send  the  bless 

ed  Gospel  light,   with   its  radiant  beams,  to 

creature  in  city  and  hamlet,  is  my  prayer, 

Hutchinson,  Kans. 
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PERFECT  THROUOH  SUFFERING 

BY  MARY  M.  COX. 

"  For  it  became  him,  for  whom  arc  all  things  and  by  whom 
are  all  things  to  make  the  captain  of  their  salvation  perfect 
through  suffering."— Heb.  2:  10. 

If  our  Lord  had  to  be  perfected  through  suffer- 
ing, shall  we  murmur  because  we  also  must  suffer? 
He  suffered  for  our  sakes.  Shall  we  not  suffer  for 
his?  There  are  times  in  the  lives  of  some,  when 
their  sufferings  are  so  great  that  they  can  not  be 
borne  without  divine  help.  But  if  we  only  put  our 
trust  in  God*and  suffer  him  to  lead  us  even  through 
fiery  trials,  we  shall  be  more  than  conquerors 
through  him  who  loved  us. 

"  Beloved,  think  it  not  strange  concerning  the 
fiery  trial  which  is  to  try.  you,  as  though  some 
strange  thing  happened  unto  you:  But  rejoice;  in- 
asmuch as  you  are  partakers  of  Christ's  sufferings 
that,  when  his  glory  shall  be  revealed,  ye  may  be 
glad  also  with  exceeding  joy."     I  Pet.  4:  12,  13. 

God  is  only  consuming  the  dross  of  our  nature 
and  refining  the  gold.  May  he  give  us  strength  to 
endure  the  ordeal  and  to  come  out  of  the  furnace 
purified  and  fit  for  the  Master's  use! 

Let  us  place  our  hands  in  his  and  allow  him  to 
lead  us  into  green  pastures  beside  the  pure  river  of 
life,  even  though  we  may  have  to  pass  through 
storms  and  tempests  on  our  way. 

Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 

MARY  ANOTNTETH  CHRIST'S  FEET.-John  ia:  3. 

BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

Six  days  before  the  passover  Jesus  came  to 
Bethany,  where  Martha  and  Mary  made  him  a  sup- 
per. "  Mary  anointed  his  feet  with  a  pound  of 
ointment  of  spikenard,  very  costly,  and  wiped  his 
feet  with  her  hair,  and  the  house  was  filled  with  the 
odor  of  the  ointment."  Judas  Iscariot,  which 
should  betray  him,  murmured  that  such  ointment 
was  not  sold,  and  the  money  given  to  the  poor. 
He  only  wanted  it  for  himself,  for  he  was  a  thief. 
But  Jesus  said,  "  Let  her  alone:  against  the  day  of 
my  burying  hath  she  kept  this.  For  the  poor  al- 
ways ye  have  with  you;  but  me  ye  have  not  al- 
ways." 

Many  young  sisters  have  lately  come  into  the 
church.  Now,  if  filled  with  love  for  the  Savior 
who  has  redeemed  you,  do  not  sit  at  ease,  but  try 
to  comfort  those  who  may  be  in  trouble.  Visit  the 
sick,  read  to  them  that  are  blind,  be  feet  for  the 
lame,  make  garments  for  the  destitute,  like  Dorcas 
of  old.  Acts  9:  36-41.  Give  of  your  substance  to 
promote  every  good  Christian  work.  In  Isaiah  32: 
8,  9,  we  read,  "  But  the  liberal  deviseth  liberal 
things;  and  by  liberal  things  shall  he  stand." 
"  Rise  up,  ye  women,  that  are  at  ease;  hear  my 
voice,  ye  careless  daughters;  give  ear  unto  my 
speech."  "  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God 
and  the  Father  is  this:  To  visit  the  fatherless  and 
widows  in  their  affliction  and  to  keep  himself  un- 
spotted from  the  world."  James  1:  27.  We  are  to 
"  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior  Jesus  Christ."  2  Pet.  3:  18.  A  great 
minister  once  said,  "Oh,  with  cheery  look,  with 
helpful  word,  with  kind  action,  try  to  make  the 
world  warm." 

"Count  that  day  lost,  whose  low,  descending  sun 
Views  from  thy  hand  no  generous  action  done." 

Do  not  let  the  flowers  of  springtime 
Waste  their  sweets  on  the  desert  air. 

But  into  some  darkened  chamber 

May  you  take  them,  to  leave  fragrance  there. 

Like  the  precious  fragrant  ointment 
Which  the  beloved  Mary  did  use 

O!  sisters  the  poor  we  have  always 
Christ  will  bless  you,  if  we  their  troubles  share. 
Middletown,  Pa. 
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Bro.  Ai.vin  Pollock,  a  young  minister  from 
Hudson,  111.,  has  been  with  us  several  days.  He 
has  taken  to  himself  one  of  our  pious  young  sisters 
as  a  wife,  and  will  return  to  his  home  the  better 
prepared  for  the  work  of  the  ministry. 


While  in  Chicago,  on  our  return  from  the  An- 
nual Meeting,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  a  short  inter 
view  with  Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick.  He  is  to  close  his 
work  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  in  a  few  weeks.  He 
goes  to  Michigan,  and  will  probably  engage  in 
teaching.  We  regret  to  have  him  leave  the  work 
of  the  Lord  in  Iowa,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  be- 
fore many  years  he  can  give  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  ministry. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  June  6,  1896. 


Bro.   D.   C.  Chambers,  of  Brice,  Michigan, 
ports  one  addition. 


Bro.  Amos  H.  Haines,  who  has  been  spendinj 
the  last  two  years  at  the  Yale  University,  may  nov 
be  addressed  Sergeantsville,  New  Jersey. 


Sister  Mattie  A.  Lear,  one  of  our  efficient 
contributors,  has  moved  from  Sellers,  Illinois,  to 
Hudson,  same  State,  where  she  should  hereafter  be 
addressed. 


The  Missionary  Reading  Circle  has  prepared  a 
neat  and  interesting  certificate  for  those  complet 
ing  the  course  of  reading  prescribed  by  the  Circle. 
It  contains  printing  in  five  languages,  and  was  exe- 
cuted in  India.  Those  who  may  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  merit  and  receive  one  of  these  certificates  will 
certainly  prize  it  very  highly. 

We  have  with  us  a  number  of  ministers  and  visit- 
ors this  week,  it  being  the  Commencement  week. 
In  addition  to  those  from  adjoining  churches  we 
name  Bro.  T.  T.  Myers,  of  Philadelphia  and  Bro. 
Philip  A.  Moore,  elder  of  the  Panther  Creek 
church,  111.  Bro.  John  S.  Geiser,  of  Baltimore, 
Md„  is  also  spending  a  few  days  in  the  Mount. 

f  We  are  now  at  work  on  the  Full  Report,  and 
will  soon  have  it  ready  tor  filling  orders.  It  will 
be  found  full  of  interest,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  all 
the  members  of  the  church.  The  discussion  on 
one  or  two  of  the  questions  alone,  is  worth  the 
price  of  the  entire  publication.  We  suggest  that 
our  agents  at  once  ascertain  how  many  copies  are 
needed  and  send  in  their  orders  without  delay,  so 
that  we  may  know  how  many  copies  to  print. 

The  school  at  the  Mount  closed  this  week,  and 
the  students  have  returned  to  their  homes,  some  to 
enter  the  school  again  in  the  fall,  and  many  of  them 
to  enter  upon  the  active  duties  of  life.  We  shall 
miss  them  very  much.  Circumstances  did  not  per- 
mit us  to  meet  with  many  of  them  during  their  so- 
journ in  our  midst,  but  we  formed  a  very  high  opin- 
ion of  them,  and  believe  that  most  of  these  young 
people  will  make  the  world  better  by  having  lived 
in  it. 


Last  Monday  afternoon  we  attended  a  very  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  meeting  in  the  Chapel. 
Some  instructive  addresses  were  made  on  the  d.f- 
ferent  phases  of  the  Sunday  school  work  by  breth- 
ren and  sisters  who  have  given  the  subjects  dis- 
cussed considerable  thought.  The  meeting  was 
somewhat  after  the  order  endorsed  by  the  late  An- 
nual Meeting,  and  we  feel  confident  that  more  care- 
fully-conducted gatherings  of  the  kind  would  prove 
helpful  to  our.Sunday  school  workers. 


At  the  Chapel,  last  Sunday  morning,  a  sermon 
was  preached  on  the  work  of  our  late  Annual  Meet- 
ing. Forty  minutes  were  occupied  telling  the 
people  what  was  done  at  the  Conference,  and  the 
reasons  for  some  of  the  decisions.  SpeciaJ  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  progress  in  mission  work. 
Our  people  here  have  been  in  the  habit  of  listening 
to  a  discourse  of  this  kind,  after  each  Annual  Meet- 
ing, for  some  years.  We  suggest  the  plan  to  each 
minister,  and  believe  there  is  no  way  by  which  he 
can  entertain  his  congregation  better  than  by  tak- 
ing his  text  in  Acts  15,  and  preaching  a  well-pre- 
pared sermon  on  the  work  of  the  Conference.  Try 
it,  brethren.  It  will  not  be  too  late  to  do  so  next 
Sunday. 

By  the  time  this  issue  reaches  our  readers  the 
Minutes  will  be  in  type,  and  inside  of  a  few  days, 
ready  for  filling  orders.  Our  aim  is  to  print 
enough  so  that  a  copy  may  be  placed  in  each  fami- 
ly where  there  are  members.  In  most  instances 
each  District  Meeting  Clerk  orders  the  number  of 
Minutes  needed  in  each  congregation,  and  remits 
two  cents  per  copy,  drawing  upon  his  District 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  required  to  settle  the 
bill.  If  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  house- 
keepers accompany  the  orders,  the  Minutes  may 
be  sent  to  the  parties  direct  from  this  office.  Or- 
ders should  be  sent  us  at  an  early  date,  and  the 
Minutes  should  be  distributed  as  widely  as  possi- 
ble among  our  people. 

One  of  the  largest  audiences  seen  in  the  Chapel 
for  a  long  time  assembled  last  Monday  evening  to 
listen  to  Bro.  D.  L  Miller's  first  talk  on  his  trip, 
"  From  the  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun  to  the  Gold- 
en Gate."  Every  available  space  was  occupied  by 
people  eager  to  hear  what  our  brother  had  to  say 
of  distant  seas  and  strange  lands,  and  to  see  a  few 
of  the  many  relics  he  had  collected  during  his  voy- 
age around  the  world.  The  talk,  which  lasted  one 
hour,  was  both  interesting  and  instructive,  and  was 
listened  to  with  the  most  profound  attention.  The 
large  gathering  inspired  our  brother;  it  was  the 
people  of  Mount  Morris  greeting  him  and  his  wife, 
welcoming  them  to  their  native  land,  and  the  home 
of  their  friends.  It  affotds  us  great  pleasure  to 
have  them  with  us  again,  and  as  they  visit  various 
pnrts  of  the  Brotherhood,  in  the  course  of  years,  we 
feel  certain  that  Bro.  Miller's  talks  will  be  listened 
to  with  interest. 


ANNUAL  MEETINCJ  NOTES. 

(Concluded  fnm  p.ril  /■„„.) 

—The  day  was  a  most  delightful  one,  and  the 
order  all  that  could  be  expected,  The  spirit  of  all 
the  gatherings  was  quite  commendable.  Then  the 
bearing  of  our  people  towards  each  other  was  such 
as  becometh  devout  men  and  women.  We  did  not 
see  any  of  that  disposition  to  shun  certain  ones,  as 
we  have  noticed  on  some  occasions.  If  there  be 
those  who  are  weak  on  any  point,  respecting  our 
faith  and  practice,  they  may  often  be  won  by  kind- 
ness, while  to  treat  them  indifferently  tends  to  re- 
pel them.  While  remaining  loyal  to  our  princi- 
ples, let  us  not  neglect  the  duty  we  owe  to  those 
who  need  to  be  instructed  in  the  way  of  the  Lord 
more  perfectly. 

—To  the  south  of  the  Tabernacle  is  the  riv- 
er Marais  des  Cygnes  (Mar-i-de-zene),  which,  on 


account  of  the  great    rains    threatened  to    int 
fere  with  the  meeting.     At  one  time  it  was  feared 
that  it  would   rise  sufficiently  to  enter  the  Tab 
nacle,  but  during  the  day   it   commenced   fallin 
It  was  certain  that  we  had  "much  water." 

Monday,  May  35. 

— We  are  favored  with  a  beautiful  morning,  and 
the  promise  of  a  pleasant  day.  The  rains  hav 
ceased,  the  mud  is  drying  up  and  everything  and 
everybody  seems  to  have  a  more  cheerful  appca 
ance. 

— While  the  attendance  is  not  as  large  as  ' 
former  years,  the  interest  in  the  meeting  is  such 
as  to  make  all  hopeful.  One  noticeable  feature  is 
that  the  patronage  at  the  dining-room  and  res- 
taurants on  the  ground  is  falling  off  to  an  alarm 
ing  degree.  There  are  not  far  from  4,000  mem- 
bers on  the  ground,  and  it  is  said  that  the  sale  of 
tickets  for  any  one  meal  did  not  reach  over  600 
The  restaurants  are  patronized  very  feebly.  This 
of  course,  will  prove  a  great  loss  to  the  managers' 
of  the  meeting,  Most  of  those  in  attendance  have 
secured  rooms  in  the  city,  and  take  their  meals  at 
the  various  public  and  private  eating  places,  where 
meals  may  be  had  cheaply,  and  the  food  is  of  a  good 
quality;  and  it  is  astonishing  how  many  of  these 
eating  places  may  be  found.  A  number  of  those 
in  the  tents  have  either  brought  their  provision 
with  them,  or  procure  it  in  the  city  at  low  rates  and 
eat  in  their  tents.  All  of  this  cuts  down  the  board- 
ing on  the  ground,  and  greatly  militates  against 
the  Committee  of  Arrangements  making  the  meet- 
ing a  financial  success. 

—For  years  there  has  been  a  growing  tendency 
among  those  attending  the  Conference  to  get  their 
meals  elsewhere  than  on  the  ground,  and  while 
there  may  be  some  reasons  for  it,  we  hardly  see 
any  way  of  avoiding  it;  still  it  probably  might  be 
avoided  to  some  extent,  at  least.  But  so  greatly 
does  this  affect  the  present  meeting,  that  it  was 
deemed  proper,  at  a  later  stage  of  the  Conference, 
to  take  up  a  public  collection  to  help  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  waiters,  and  for  the  purpose,  S127.89 
was  raised.  \ 

—  It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  Mr.  Detwiler, 
who  had  undertaken  the  contract  of  feeding  the 
people,  was  for  some  reason  unable  to  make  ex- 
penses, so  it  is  claimed,  out  of  the  project,  and 
the  failure  was  such  as  to  throw  a  burden  on  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  for  which  they  weie 
not  looking,  and  for  which  they  had  made  no  cal- 
culation. This  threw  a  damper  over  the  latter 
part  of  the  meeting,  and  yet  no  one,  so  far  as  we 
could  learn,  censured  the  managers.  It  is  one  of 
those  conditions,  unforeseen,  that  will  now  and 
then  overtake  a  business  of  this  kind. 

— At  this  stage  of  our  report  we  pause  to  re- 
mark that  something  should  be  done  to  eliminate 
secular  business  from  our  Annual  Conferences. 
We  see  no  use  in  so  many  business  interests  be- 
ing represented  here.  Our  Brethren  want  to  go 
to  these  meetings  for  the  spiritual  good  they  may 
get  out  of  them,  or  the  good  they  may  do,  and  not 
for  the  amount  of  money  they  can  make  out  of  the 
affair.  We  do  earnestly  protest  against  making 
our  Conference  a  place  of  merchandise,  or  a  place 
to  exhibit  our  wares.  It  is  not  a  money-making 
institution,  and  anything  there,  along  the  secular 
line,  should  be  discouraged.  Let  us  have  on  the 
ground  what  we  may  need  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
that  is  enough.  Then  one  ought  to  be  able  to 
spend  his  time  on  the  ground  withont  being  con- 
stantly annoyed  by  a  score  or  more  of  secular  cir- 
culars and  papers  being  thrust  into  his  hands. 
What  we  here  say  should  apply  to  all  of  our  An- 
nual Meetings,  and  the  reason  we  say  it  now,  is  f°r 
the  impression  that  it  is  sure  to  make  just  at  this 
time.    We  may  say  more  at  another  time. 

—And  as  for  the  managers  of  this  meeting,  we 
never  met  more  courteous  brethren.  In  fa''' 
everybody  we  met,  on  the  railroads,  in  the  hotels, 
and  on  the  Annual  Meeting  grounds,  treated  °ur 
people,  as  far  as  we  could  learn,  with  the  utoios 
kindness. 


June 


6    1896. 
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—On  account  of  its  social  character,  Monday  is 
usually  regarded  as  the  best  day  of  the  Conference. 
It  is  then  that  friends  and  relatives  are  in  the  hab- 
it of  meeting  and  renewing  their  acquaintances, 
and  live  anew,  for  the  time,  the  years  of  the  past. 
But  on  account  of  the  people,  or  at  least  a  part  of 
them,  coming  together'a  few  days  earlier  than  in 
former  years,  and  also  on  account  of  the  number 
of  meetings  now  held  on  Monday,  this  feature  of 
the  gathering  seems  to  be  undergoing  a  slight 
change.  It  will  not  be  long  until  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  will  be  taken  up  with  meetings  of  spe- 
cial interest  and  far-reaching  import. 

On  this  occasion  there  were  two  sermons  de- 
livered in  the  forenoon.  One  by  Bro.  Solomon 
Bucklew,  and  the  other  by  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger. 

From  2  to  4  P.  M,,  was  an  enthusiastic  mis- 
sionary meeting,  presided  over  by  Bro.  Enoch  Eby. 
It  proved  to  be  the  most  interesting  and  inspiring 
meeting  of  the  Conference  week.  Addresses  were 
delivered  on  the  following  topics: 

"  What  is  Missionary  Work  ? " J.  M.  Mohler. 

"Progress  of  our  Missions," J.  G.  Royer. 

"  Value  of  Tract  Distribution," I.N.  H.  Beahm. 

"  Greater  Consecration  to  Missionary  Work," D.  Vaniman. 

••  World-wide  Missions," D.  L.  Miller. 

—A  collection  was  taken  up  which  resulted  in 
raising,  for  general  missionary  work,  S300.03.  It 
was  here  reported  that  an  orphanage  was  to  be 
opened  in  Smyrna,  for  the  purpose  of  caring  for, 
and  properly  training,  some  of  the  many  orphans 
found  in  that  city.  Many  of  them  lost  their  par- 
ents during  the  late  persecution  in  Turkey,  and  it 
was  thought  that  some  of  our  people  would  be 
willing  to  help  care  for  the  fatherless  in  this  far- 
away land.  It  was  also  stated  that  $30.00  would 
support  an  orphan  one  year,  and  that  they  would 
be  taken  into  the  home  arranged  for  that  purpose 
only  as  fast  as  pledges  would  be  made,  and  the 
money  advanced  for  the  work.  It  was  proposed 
that  those  who  felt  to  do  so,  stand  good  for  the 
support  of  one  orphan,  or  several  might  unite  in 
supporting  one.  In  this  way  eight  pledges  were 
secured. 

%- During  this  meeting  a  telegram  was  read  from 
the  platform,  announcing  the  death  of  Eld.  John 
Metzger,  who  died  at  Cerro  Gordo,  111.  It  is  said 
that  when  the  meeting  was  here  nine  years  ago,  a 
telegram  announced  the  death  of  his  wife.  News 
of  this  kind,  more  or  less  affects  a  meeting,  and  this 
one  was  by  no  means  an  exception.  We  have  not 
space  at  this  time  to  say  what  should  be  said  on 
the  death  of  one  so  widely  known  among  our  peo- 
ple, and  one  who  has  done  so  much  good  in  the 
world.  We  hope  to  publish  something  later.  In 
this  connection  we  may  state  that  Bro.  M.  J.  Mc- 
Clure  was  called  home  by  a  message,  announcing 
the  death  of  his  mother,  and  a  few  days  later  a 
telegram  announced  the  death  of  Bro.  H.  B.  Brum- 
baugh's father,  widely  known  to  many  of  our  read- 
ers in  the  East.  Bro.  Brumbaugh  was  therefore 
compelled  to  leave  before  the  Conference  closed. 
We  can  do  no  more  than,  in  a  feeble  way,  express 
our  sympathies  for  those  who  have  been  thus  be- 
reft of  their  dear  ones.  Suitable  obituary  notices 
will  appear  in  due  time. 

—At  7  a  very  interesting  educational  meeting  was 
held.  It  was  well  attended  and  a  number  of  short 
addresses  delivered.  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  preached 
in  the  evening. 

Tuesday,  May  26. 

— This  was  the  morning  for  the  Conference 
proper  to  open.  The  weather  was  pleasant,  and 
the  atmosphere  just  cool  enough  to  render  it  ex- 
ceedingly delightful  both  in  the  Tabernacle  and 
among  the  trees  in  the  park. 

—Promptly  at  9  o'clock  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee came  on  the  large  stand,  occupying  one  end  of 
"le  Tabernacle.  The  meeting  was  opened  in  a 
very  impressive  manner,  by  Bro.  John  Wise,  aft- 
er which  some  little  time  was  occupied  in  seating 
'he  delegates  from  the  local  churches.  It  had 
been  arranged  for  them  to  occupy  the  elevated 
sc9ts,  on   the  rostrum,  to  the  rear  of  the  Stand- 


ing Committee.  The  arrangement  was  found  to 
be  very  inconvenient,  but  it  was  so  left  during  the 
forenoon  session. 

— When  the  meeting  opened  there  were  about 
3,700  members  present.  We  never  saw  a  Confer- 
ence among  our  people  attended  by  so  few  of 
those  not  members;  nor  have  we  ever  attended  one 
to  which  the  ministers  of  other  churches  gave  so 
little  attention.  In  this  respect  there  was  a  marked 
difference  between  this  meeting  and  those  held  at 
Cedar  Rapids  and  Decatur.  For  this  we  have  no 
way  of  accounting.  It  was  solely  a  members' 
meeting  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

— The  organization  having  been  announced,  the 
first  business  taken  up  was  that  presented  by  the 
Sunday  school  Committee,  appointed  one  year  ago, 
to  look  into  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  Sun- 
day school  interests,  and  report  at  this  Conference. 
The  Committee  not  having  at  command  the  sta- 
tistics necessary  to  enable  them  to  make  such  a 
report  as  should  be  given  to  the  public,  asked  for 
more  time,  and  it  was  granted.  Of  this  they  may 
have  something  to  say  in  the  Messenger  before 
the  close  of  the  summer. 

—The  Committee  recommended  that  an  Ad- 
visory Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  assist 
the  publishers  in  bringing  our  Sunday  school  lit- 
erature up  to  the  desired  standard,  and  also  aid  in 
keeping  it  in  harmony  with  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel,  as  understood  by  the  Brethren.  This 
places  the  stamp  of  the  Conference  on  our  Sunday 
school  helps,  as  this  act  endorses  them,  and  places 
them  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of  the 
Annual  Meeting. 

— They  also  suggested  that  this  Committee  be 
authorized  to  conduct  a  Sunday  school  meeting 
each  year,  on  the  Annual  Meeting  ground,  and 
that  the  programme  for  the  same  be  approved  by 
the  Standing  Committee.  These  suggestions  were 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  Conference,  and  the 
following  brethren  appointed  to  constitute  the 
Sunday  school  Advisory  Committee:  I.  Bennett 
Trout,  Lanark,  111.,  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  Winchester, 
Va.,  and  A.  C.  Wieand,  McPherson,  Kans. 

— This  action  is  one  of  the  most  important  and 
far-reaching  decisions  made  by  the  Annual  Meet- 
ing for  years.  It  places  our  Sunday  school  liter- 
ature where  the  Conference  can  control  it,  and  al- 
so enables  the  Sunday  school  workers  to  meet  an- 
nually and  discuss  those  things  that  may  be  to  the 
best  interest  of  the  Sunday  school.  The  meeting 
is  to  be  modeled  somewhat  after  the  plan  of  the 
present  missionary  meeting. 

— A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  de- 
vise and  report  to  the  next  Annual  Meeting  a  plan 
for  properly  caring  for  our  aged  and  worn-out 
missionaries. 

— Another  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  the  ad- 
visability and  feasibility  of  receiving  into  fellow- 
ship in  Asia  Minor,  such  adult  members  of  the 
Greek  and  Armenian  churches,  as  have  been  bap- 
tized by  trine  immersion  and  are  willing  to  unite 
with  us  on  their  baptism,  and  accept  the  doctrine 
held  by  the  Brethren.  These  two  committees  were 
appointed  by  the  recommendation  of  the  General 
Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  The  work  en- 
trusted to  them  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

A   committee  of  five  was   appointed   to    take 

into  consideration  the  divorce  question  and  re- 
port at  the  next  Annual  Meeting. 

The  North  Manchester  school  was  recognized, 

and  a  committee  of  three  appointed  to  look  after 
its  moral  and  religious  interests. 

An  effort  was  made  to  have  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  subject  of  life  insurance, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  any  of  the  compa- 
nies issue  policies,  which  the  Brethren  may  con- 
sistently accept,  and  report  at  the  next  Conference. 
But  after  considerable  discussion  the  meeting  de- 
clined acceding   to   the   request   for   a   committee. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  questions  before 

the  meeting  was  the  propriety  of  dispensing  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  State  District  elders  in 


sending  missionaries  to  foreign  fields.  The  re- 
quest was  granted,  and  now  missionaries  need  on- 
ly the  endorsement  of  their  local  congregations, 
and  the  call  of  the  General  Mission  Board  in  order 
to  reach  the  Standing  Committee  and  the  open 
Conference.  We  cannot  give  the  reasons  for  this 
change,  but  would  refer  the  reader  to  our  Full  Re- 
port where  the  reasons  are  brought  out,  clearly  and 
forcibly.  From  the  missionary  standpoint  this  is 
considered  a  very  important  decision. 

— Several  queries  called  for  dispensing  with  the 
school  visiting  elders.  On  this  subject  the  dis- 
cussion consumed  considerable  time,  and  at  times 
was  animating.  Some  of  the  speeches  will  make 
interesting  and  instructive  reading. 
(~ — The  advisability  of  the  sisters  wearing  the 
prayer-covering  during  the  week  at  home  was  dis- 
cussed with  considerable  interest.  This  is  the  first 
time  we  ever  heard  this  question  considered  in  the 
Annual  Meeting.  It  was  clearly  shown  that  the 
prayer- covering  is  a  special  or  specific  covering, 
and  was  never  intended  to  be  worn  as  an  ordinary 
covering;  that  the  Scripture  clearly  sets  forth  the 
fact  that  it  should  be  worn  by  sisters  when  en- 
gaged in  praying  or  prophesying,  hence  the  Con- 
ference refused  to  recommend  that  it  should  be 
worn  at  all  times,  but  returned  the  paper  without 
an  answer.  This  part  of  our  Full  Report  will  be 
found  exceedingly  interesting  reading  in  localities 
,  where  this  subject  has  been  agitated. 

— After  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided 
that  the  name  "  Brethren  "  should  not  be  used  in 
connection  with  business  enterprises  not  authorized 
by  the  Annual  Meeting. 

— It  was  also  decided  that,  hereafter,  all  queries, 
intended  for  the  Annual  Meeting,  must  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Messenger.  This  will  enable  all  of 
our  readers  to  know  what  is  to  come  before  the 
Conference  for  consideration.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
well  that  the  spring  District  Meetings  be  held 
from  four  to  six  weeks  before  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence, in  order  that  the  queries  may  reach  this  office 
in  time  to  appear  in  the  Messenger  at  least  two 
weeks  before  the  local  delegates  start  to  the  Con- 
ference. 

—The  next  Annual  Meeting  is  to  be  held  in 
Eastern  Maryland.  The  place  is  not  yet  settled 
upon,  but  will  be  made  known  in  due  time. 

— Bro.  Enoch  Eby  was  re-elected  as  a  member  of 
the  Messenger  Advisory  Committee.  Bro.  S.  H. 
Myers  resigned  his  Treasurership  of  the  Brother- 
hood, and  Bro.  Joseph  Amick  was  appointed  and 
confirmed  to  fill  the  position. 

— It  will  be  a  matter  of  interest  to  our  readers  lo 
learn  that  all  the  church  property  at  Germantown, 
Pa.,  is  to  be  deeded  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Brother- 
hood, and  that  a  wealthy  descendant  of  the  Alexan- 
der Mack  family  is  preparing  to  erect  at  German- 
town  a  substantial  church  edifice,  and  will  donate 
it  to  the  Brotherhood.  The  building  is  to  contain 
a  fireproof  vault,  in  which  may  be  deposited  valua- 
ble church  records  and  documents  for  safe  keeping. 
— Much  other  business  was  done,  which  may  be 
seen  by  referring  to  the  Minutes  and  the  Full  Re- 
port. 

—The  Conference  closed  at  10  A.  M.,  Thursday. 
We  felt  that  we  had  a  good  meeting,  and  that 
much  of  the  work  done  will  prove  very  beneficial  to 
the  cause  we  have  espoused.  During  the  Confer- 
ence not  one  unkind  word  was  said,  and  the  delib- 
erations were  characterized  by  a  Christian  earnest- 
ness, highly  commendable.  By  four  o'clock  very 
few  people  were  on  the  ground.  The  different 
trains  conveyed  them  away  as  rapidly  as  they 
came.  Our  homeward  trip  was  quite  pleasant,  and 
we  must  say  that  we  found  the  service  on  the  Santa 
Fe  most  agreeable.  We  were  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  a  seat  in  the  chair  car  both  going  and  com- 
ing, and  this  rendered  the  ride  very  enjoyable. 
We  reached  the  Mount  Friday  night,  and  found  ev- 
erything moving  along  in  the  even  tenor  of  its  way. 
We  have  now  settled  down  to  solid  work  in  the  of- 
fice, and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  will  have  dis- 
posed of  everything  that  came  to  our  desk  during 
our  absence,  ]■  H.  M. 
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EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

No.  33 Delhi,  Lucknow,  and  Cawnpore. 

The  names  of  the  three  cities  standing  at  the 
head  of  this  letter  are  inseparably  connected  with 
the  history  of  the  Indian  Mutiny  of  1857.  The 
siege  and  storming  of  Delhi  and  the  defense  of 
Lucknow  by  English  soldiers,  are  among  the  most 
remarkable  instances  of  personal  bravery  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  war,  and  the  sad  fate  of  some  two 
hundred  defenseless  Christian  women  and  children, 
reserved  for  a  worse  fate  than  death  by  their  cruel 
captors,  and  finally  massacred  by  order  of  the 
rebel,  Nana  Sahib,  and  thrown,  the  living  with  the 
dead,  into  a  deep  well,  will  not  be  forgotten  while 
the  name  of  Cawnpore  is  known  among  men. 
War  is  mercilessly  cruel,  and  those  who  are  re- 
sponsible for  it  take  upon  thfir  heads  the  blood, 
and  tears,  and  sorrow,  and  suffering  of  countless 
millions  of  human  beings. 

But  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  go  into  the  bloody 
records  of  the  most  cruel  war  of  modern  times. 
Our  route  of  travel  through  India  took  in  Delhi,  as 
it  did  Lucknow  and  Cawnpore.  But  the  smallpox 
was  raging  in  the  form  of  an  epidemic  in  the 
former  city,  and  we  passed  it  by.  We,  however, 
make  a  brief  reference  to  "The  City  of  the  Siege." 
Delhi  was  founded  in  1628,  by  Shah  Jehan,  he 
who  built  the  Taj  Mahal  at  Agra,  described  in  a 
preceding  letter.  He  was  one  of  the  great  Mogul 
Emperors  of  India,  and  sought,  more  than  all  else, 
to  leave  behind  him  monuments  in  the  shape  of 
magnificent  buildings.  It  was  he  who  caused  to  be 
made,  at  a  cost,  it  is  said,  of  thirty  million  dollars, 
the  Peacock  Throne,  the  wonder  of  the  Orient  for 
centuries.  The  following  description  of  this  royal 
throne,  resplendent  in  the  richest  precious  stones, 
is  quoted  from  Breseford's  work:  "The  Throne  was 
so  called  from  its  having  the  figures  of  two  pea- 
cocks standing  behind  it,  their  tails  being  expand- 
ed, and  the  whole  so  inlaid  with  sapphires,  rubies, 
emeralds,  pearls,  and  other  precious  stones  of 
appropriate  colors,  as  to  represent  life.  The 
throne  itself  was  six  feet  long  by  four  broad.  It 
stood  on  six  massive  feet,  which,  with  the  body, 
were  of  solid  gold,  inlaid  with  rubies,  emeralds  and 
diamonds.  It  was  surmounted  by  a  canopy  of 
gold,  supported  by  twelve  pillars,  all  richly  em- 
blazoned with  costly  gems,  and  a  fringe  of  pearls 
ornamented  the  borders  of  the  canopy.  Between 
the  two  peacocks  stood  the  figure  of  a  parrot  of 
the  ordinary  size,  said  to  have  been  carved  out  of  a 
single  emerald.  On  either  side  of  the  throne  stood 
an  umbrella,  one  of  the  Oriental  emblems  of 
royalty.  They  were  formed  of  crimson  velvet, 
richly  embroidered  and  fringed  with  pearls;  the 
handles  were  eight  feet  high,  of  solid  gold,  and 
studded  with  diamonds."  It  stood  in  the  private 
audience  hall  of  the  palace  which  was  also  equally 
richly  and  lavishly  decorated.  According  to  Ar- 
nold, "  Nothing  in  Imperial  Rome  ever  exceeded 
the  magnificence  of  this  royal  retreat  of  Shah 
Jehan." 

A  European,  who  visited  Delhi  and  had  an  audi- 
ence with  the  Mogul,  gives  this  description:  "The 
King  appeared,  seated  upon  his  throne  at  the  end 
of  the  great  hall,  in  the  most  magnificent  attire. 
His  vest  was  of  white  and  delicately-flowered  satin, 
with  a  silk  and  gold  embroidery  of  the  finest 
texture.  The  turban,  of  gold  cloth,  had  an  ai- 
grette whose  base  was  composed  of  diamonds  of 
an  extraordinary  size  and  value,  besides  an  Orient- 
al topaz,  which  may  be  prondunced  unparalleled, 
exhibiting  a  lustre  like  the  sun." 

This  brief  description  may  give  us  some  idea  of 
the  magnificence  and  wealth  of  the  Mogul  rulers  of 
India.  It  was  from  the  jewels  of  these  rich  em- 
perors that  England's  ruler  received  as  a  present, 
the  Kohinoor,  the  largest  diamond  in  the  world, 


and  it  was  from  such  regal  splendor  as  this 
that  the  last  of  the  great  Mogul  emperors  was 
taken  by  the  English  to  die  the  miserable  death  of 
a  prisoner  of  war  at  Rangoon;  and  now  the  British 
flag  floats  triumphantly  and  peacefully  over  what 
was  the  magnificent  palace  ©f  the  Moguls. 

The  throne  of  fabulous  price  became  one  of  the 
rich  prizes  of  war  in  t'he  seventeenth  century.  It 
seems  almost  incredible  that  thirty  million  dol- 
lars,— some  authorities  place  the  amount  at  double 
this, — in  gold  and  jewels,  should,  in  the  form  of  a 
throne,  become  a  spoil  of  war. 

At  Cawnpore  we  spent  several  days  very  pleas- 
antly, and  enjoyed  a  visit  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  T.  Bend.  We  mat  these  good  people  at 
Jerusalem,  on  their  return  to  India  from  America. 
Mr.  Bend  is  largely  interested  in  manufacturing 
and  has  a  delightful  home.  He  gave  us  much  val- 
uable information  concerning  social  questions  in 
India.  Mrs.  Bend  is  an  active  missionary  worker 
and  is  doing  what  she  can  to  help  the  natives  to  a 
higher  and  a  better  life. 

At  Cawnpore  we  saw  an  illustration  of  the  ven- 
eration of  the  Hindus  for  the  monkey.  The  city  is 
literally  overrun  with  these  mischievous  and  de- 
structive marauders.  As  we  passed  along  the 
streets  we  saw  them  playing  on  the  housetops  and 
peering  curiously  from  the  combs  of  the  rook. 
Many  times  a  troop  of  them  would  chase  each 
other  across  the  street  and  into  the  branches  of  the 
trees  by  the  wayside.  Mr.  Bend  told  us  that  they 
were  exceedingly  destructive  and  made  the  lot  of 
the  poor  native  a  burden.  But  they  would  not 
sent  to  have  a  single  one  killed.  An  atten.pt 
to  destroy  the  monkeys  would  cause  the  natives  to 
n  rebellion.  A  few  years  ago  they  had  be- 
come so  numerous  and  burdensome  that  the  people 
consented  to  allow  them  to  be  captured  and  car- 
ed to  a  forest,  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
ity.  For  some  time  the  city  was  free  from  annoy- 
nce,  but,  one  by  one,  their  old  friends  returned 
again,  and  it  was  not  long  before  monkeys  were  as 
plenty  as  before.  Another  attempt  was-  made  to 
capture  them,  but  the  animals  cunningly  avoided 
the  traps.  They  had  been  caught  once,  and  that 
was  enough  for  them.  They  had  gained  wisdom 
from  experience,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of 
some  people,  and  so  Cawnpore  is  overrun  with 
monkeys,  and  the  animals  escape  destruction  be- 
cause the  natives  look  upon  them  as  being  sacred. 

One  place  in  Cawnpore,  of  more  than  usual  in- 
terest, is  the  Memorial  Well.  We  stood  before  the 
monument  and  reflected  upon  the  terrible  cruelty 
of  war,  and  if  there  is  any  place  in  the  world  where 
such  reflections  crowd  upon  the  mind,  that  place  is 
here,  where  the  most  cruel  tragedy  of  the  Sepoy 
Mutiny  occurred. 

The  story  may  be  told  in  a  very  few  words.  In 
1S57,  when  the  natives  rebelled  against  the  rule  of 
Great  Britain,  Cawnpore  was  garrisoned  by  three 
thousand  Indian  troops  with  sixty  English  officers. 
The  total  white  population  was  about  nine  hun- 
dred, including  men,  women  and  children.  Among 
these  were  a  number  of  missionaries  and  th«r  fam 


ilies,  who  had  been  laboring  for  some  years  among 
the  people.  The  entire  body  of  native  sold: 
with  the  exception  of  eighty,  who  remained  true  to 
the  English,  joined  the  mutineers.  The  arms, 
magazine  with  ammunition,  and  artiflery  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  rebels.  The  English  were  en- 
abled to  arm  but  three  hundred  men,  and  these 
were  called  upon  to  defend  the  non-combatants 
against  the  assaults  of  the  enemy.  An  intrench- 
ment  was  hastily  made,  and  within  the  lines  were 
collected  the  doomed  band  of  aged  and  infirm  men, 
with  the  women  and  children,  about  seven  hundred 
in  number.  "  Never  before  had  a  besieged  garrison 
been  called  upon  to  do  greater  things  than  this 
little  body  of  about  three  hundred  English  soldiers, 


hampered  by  every  disadvantage,  and  exposed  to 
the  continuous  fire  of  three  thousand  trained  sol- 
diers, well  fed,  lodged  and  armed."  In  three 
weeks  the  deaths  within  the  intrenchment  were  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  Their  provision  was  at  last  ex- 
hausted, and  under  the  promise  of  safe  conduct  to 
the  river  side  and  of  boats  to  take  them  down  the 
Ganges,  the  garrison  surrendered.  They  marched 
down  to  the  river,  hopeful  that  their  worst  trials 
were  over.  But  the  hope  was  delusive,  for,  as  they 
were  entering  the  boats,  their  treacherous  enemies 
opened  fire  upon  the  devoted  band,  and  only  four- 
escaped  to  tell  the  story.  About  two  hundred 
women  and  children  were  saved  from  the  massacre 
by  the  leader,  Nana,  lor  a  fate  worse  even  than 
death.  They  were  imprisoned  in  small  houses  near 
the  rebels'  headquarters,  and,  after  sufferings  too 
terrible  to  relate,  they  were,  on  July  15,  1857,  cru- 
elly massacred  by  order  of  rebel  chiefs.  Many 
were  severely  wounded,  but  the  "dead  and  the 
dying"  were  thrown  into  a  well  near  the  spot 
where  the  fearful  deed  was  enacted.  It  was  a  ter- 
rible crime,  and  it  met  a  swift  and  terrible  retribu- 
tion. Not  many  days  later  an  English  army 
marched  upon  the  place,  and,  frenzied  to  madness 
by  the  horrible  cruelty  of  the  mutineers,  signally 
defeated  them,  and  a  number  of  the  prisoners 
taken  were  actually  blown  from  the  mouths  of 
cannon. 

Over  the  well  containing  the  dust  of  the  two 
hundred  wom&n  and  children,  a  monument  was 
erected  and  the  place  is  now  known  as  the  memo- 
rial well  and  garden.  The  thirty  acres  of  ground 
is  beautifully  laid  out  and  planted  with  trees, 
shrubs  and  flowers.  Over  the  well  a  mound  is 
raised  and  this  is  surmounted  with  the  monument. 
The  principal  figure  is  the  angel  of  the  resurrec- 
tion in  white  marble,  a  fine  piece  of  sculpture. 
The  hands  are  meekly  folded  across  the  breast 
and  in  each  is  the  emblem  of  peace.  An  arch 
bears  this  inscription,  ■■  These  are  they  which  came 
out  of  great  tribulation."  Around  the  wall  whin 
marks  the  circle  of  the  well  are  engraved  these 
words; 

"Sacred  to  6he  perpetual  memory  of  a  great  company  of 
Christian  people,  chiefly  women  and  chiWren,  who  near  rtis 
spot  were  cruelly  murdered  by  the  followers  of  the  rebel 
Nana  Dhunda  Paut,  of  Bithur,  and  cast,  the  dying  with  the 
dead,  into  the  well  below,  on  July  15,  1857. 

War  is  terribly  cruel.  The  common  instincts  of 
humanity  are  changed  to  the  ferocity  of  the  evil 
one.  Maddened  by  blood,  men  made  in  the  image 
of  God,  become  human  tigers  and  destroy  life  and 
rejoice  at  human  suffering.  Talk  about  a  humane 
war.  All  war  is  inhuman  and  contrary  to  the 
teaching  of  the  Prince  of  Peace.  On  this  side  of 
the  world  we  hear  of  the  rumors  of  war  at  home, 
and  our  prayer  is  that  God  may  graciously  avert 
such  a  calamity  from  falling  upon  our  beloved 
home  land.  We  had  thougsht  of  saying  something 
about  Lucknow  in  this  letter,  but  space  forbids  and 
we  pass  it  by.  d.  l.  m. 


It  is  very  unfortunate  when  men,  engaged  in 
rival  enterprises,  publish  damaging  statements 
about  each  other's  works  or  goods.  It  is  more  un- 
fortunate when  members,  by  signing  papers  for 
publication,  will  permit  themselves  to  be  drawn  in- 
to the  dispute,  and  thus  put  their  religion  to  open 
shame  before  the  world.  If  for  any  reason  a  body 
of  our  people  should  become  the  bone  of  conten- 
tion between  rival  parties  seeking  their  influence 
and  patronage,  let  the  rival  parties  settle  their 
trouble,  while  the  members,  and  especially  the 
preachers,  keep  clear  of  it.  Of  late  we  are  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  number  of  papers  along  this  line,  and 
while  we  do  not  read  much  of  the  contents,  still  we 
notice  that  the  names  of  our  members  are  used  i" 


thes 


journals  a  little  too  freely  for  the  goo 


d  of  the 


Brethren's  cause.    As  a  people  we  should  be  peac« 
makers,  and  not  strife-makers, 
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LoRd,  make  us  all  love  all;  that  when  we  meet 
Even  myriads  of  earth's  myriads  at  thy  bar, 
We  may  be  glad  as  all  true  lovers  are 

Who,  having  parted,  count  reunion  sweet. 

Safe  gathered  home  around  thy  blessed  feet, 
Come  home  by  different  roads  from  near  or  far, 
Whether  by  whirlwind  or  by  flaming  car, 

From  pangs  or  sleep,  safe  folded  round  thy  seat. 

Oh,  if  our  brother's  blood  cry  out  at  us, 

How  shall  we  meet  thee  who  hast  loved  us  all, 
Thee  whom  we  never  loved,  not  loving  him? 
The  unloving  cannot  chant  with  seraphim, 

Dear  harp  of  gold  or  palm  victorious, 
Or  face  the  vision  beatifical. 

— Christina  G.  Rosseili. 


BY  D.  H.  WEAVER. 


the  most  influence  over  us. 
habits  and  sentiments  of  01 
the  spirit  of  the  author  we 
If  you  want  your  boy  to  ir 
give  him  the  life  of  Napole 
ton  or  Grant;  excite  his  im; 
personal  valor,  of  laurels  \ 


We  assume  the  airs, 
r  pattern.  We  imbibe 
recognize  in  our  ideal, 
ibibe  the  spirit  of  war, 
an,  Cromwell,  Washing- 
gination  with  stories  of 
on  on  fields  of  battle; 


"Fur  none  of  us  liveth  to  himself."— Rom.  14:  7. 
It  is  a  common  opinion  of  mankind  that  every 
man's  character  is  in  his  own  hands,  that  he  builds 
it  to  suit  himself,  shapes  it  in  his  own  molds,  and  is 
responsible  for  his  own  destiny.  This  must  appear 
at  once  both  true  and  false. 

That  a  man's  character  is  in  his  own  hands  must 
be  true,  from  the  fact  that,  unless  all  have  the 
power  to  choose  whatever  course  of  life  they  wish 
to  pursue,  they  are  mere  machines,  and  therefore 
not  accountable  for  their  behavior,  good  or  bad. 
But  that  idea  may  be  carried  too  far,  or  made  too 
strong.  It  ought  to  be  entertained  only  with  cer- 
tain qualifications. 

A  certain  author  declares  of  himself,  "  Nothing 
can  work  me  damage  except  myself;  the  harm  I 
sustain  I  carry  about  with  me,  and  never  am  a  suf- 
ferer but  by  my  own  fault."  This,  taken  literally, 
without  reserve,  leaves  the  influence  of  a  tempter 
out  of  the  question. 

That  our  lives  are  shaped  and  our  characters 
moulded,  somewhat,  by  our  early  training,  as  well 
as  om  circumstances  and  surroundings  in  after-life, 
is  (ruAft,  or  our  text  must  be  wrong,  and  then  Sunday 
scWRs  would  be  useless.  While  we  make  our  own 
character,  and  have  power,  as  adults,  to  choose  our 
course  of  life,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  the  char- 
acter we  make  for  ourselves  depends  largely  upon 
the  examples  we  follow. 

As  a  race  we  are  very  imitative.  We  are  contin- 
ually copying  after  something,  or  somebody.  This 
characteristic  is  the  most  marked  in  the  child. 
Children  try  to  imitate  those  whom  they  look  upon 
as  their  superiors  in  mind  and  body,  and  if  the 
proverb,  "  As  the  twig  is  bent,  the  tree  will  in- 
cline," holds  good  with  children,  and  "  Bring  up  a 
child  in  the  way  he  should  go,  and  when  he  is  old 
he  will  not  depart  from  it,"  is  true,  then  it  must 
follow,  that,  "none  of  us  liveth  to  himself,"  but 
that  our  lives  and  characters  are,  in  a  degree,  in 
the  hands  of  our  instructors,  subject  largely  to  our 
circumstances  and  surroundings. 

This  confronts  us,  then,  as  parents,  with  the 
question, — solemn  as  the  grave  and  awful  as  eterni- 
ty.— "Is  the  destiny  of  our  children  in  our  own 
hands,  and  how  far  will  parents  be  responsible  for 
the  lives  and  characters  of  their  children?"  I 
own  that,  to  me,  this  is  one  of  the  deepest  prob- 
lems I  have  to  consider;  and  that  I  have,  as  yet, 
°een  unable  to  solve  it  to  my  own  satisfaction. 
One  thing  I  am  convinced  of,  that  the  injunction, 
Bring  up  your  children  in  the  nurture  and  ad- 
monition of  the  Lord,"  is  a  solemn  obligation,  and 
lf  Christian  parents  would  observe  it  faithfully, 
there  would  be  more  lives  shaped  in  the  moulds  of 
Truth,  more  conforming  to  the  higher  standard 


hold  up  to  him  the  heroes  of  war  as  examples 
worthy  of  imitation;  inflame  his  mind  with  martial 
music,  and  cultivate  his  ambition  with  martial  dis- 
play; and  if  he  never  becomes  a  warrior,  it  will  be 
more  from  lack  of  opportunity  than  a  fault  of 
yours.  But  if  you  want  to  implant  in  his  heart  a 
love  of  the  great  peace  principles  of  Christianity, 
hold  up  to  him,  as  the  highest  example,  the  Prince 
of  Peace.  Tell  him  of  the  Beauties  of  the  religion 
Christ  taught  and  practiced.  Show  him  that  there 
is  more  power  in  peace,  love,  and  good  will  to 
man  than  in  war  and  cruelty.  Tell  him  there  is 
more  heroism  in  forgiving  an  injury  than  revenging 
it.  Hold  up  to  him,  as  the  very  highest  mark  at- 
tainable, the  cross  of  Christ. 

Before  the  advent  of  Christ  the  world  had  noth- 
ing to  look  to  as  an  example  above  fallible  human- 
ity. Now  we  have  an  example  that  is  perfect;  and 
it  was  to  set  us  that  perfect  example  that  Christ 
visited  our  world. 

Living,  as  we  are,  in  a  Christian  land,  with  the 
perfect  pattern  of  that  Sinless  Life  before  us,  with 
free  access  to  the  Bible,  with  the  power  to  choose 
whom  we  will  serve,  are  we  not,  then,  responsible 
for  our  characters  and  lives,  regardless  of  our  sur- 
roundings, hereditary  dispositions  and  early  influ- 
ences? I  conclude  we  are,  as  soon  as  we  arrive  at 
the  turning  point  where  consciousness  points  out 
to  us  the  perfect  pattern.  Though  every  influence 
brought  to  bear  upon  us  be  bad,  we  have  a  con- 
sciousness of  a  better  way,  and  have  the  power  to 
choose, our  course,  and  take  for  our  example  either 
the  perfect  or  the  imperfect,  the  right  or  the 
wrong;  and  while  others  may  be  held  responsible, 
in  a  measure,  for  our  lives  and  the  formation  of  our 
characters,  that  will  not  lessen  our  responsibility  in 
the  least,  for  the  influence  we  exert  over  the  lives 
of  others  will  offset  that,  as  our  influence  will 
affect  others  in  the  same  ratio  that  the  influence  of 
others  affects  us. 

Thus  we  see  that  human  life,  example  and  influ- 
ence is  an  endless  chain,  forever  revolving,  of 
which  we  are  all  links,  so  combined  that  "none 
liveth  to  himself,"  and  our  example  and  influence 
will  not  cease  with  death,  but  must  continue  to  re- 
volve when  we  are  gone.  And  while  we  cannot 
stop  or  break  the  chain  of  influence,  we  can,  by 
continually  keeping  in  view  the  perfect  pattern,  so 
shape  our  lives  that  the  link  we  represent  will  be 
strengthened  for  good,  and  its  influence  draw 
toward  the  perfect  standard,  and  the 
efited  by  our  having  lived  in  it. 

"For  the  structure  that  we  rais 
Time  is  with  material  filled, 
Our  to-days  and  yesterdays 
Are  the  blocks  with  which  > 

Denver,  Colo. 


make  an  effort  to  have  some  at  home.  It  is  well  to 
turn  off  an  impatient  qu«stion  sometimes,  and  to 
regard  it  from  a  humorous  point  of  view,  instead  of 
being  irritated  about  it. 

"Wife,  what  is  the  reason  I  can  never  find  a 
clean  shirt?"  exclaimed  a  good  but  rather  im- 
patient husband,  after  rummaging  all  through  the 
wrong  drawer.  His  wife  looked  at  him  steadily  a 
moment,  half  inclined  to  be  provoked;  then,  with  a 
comical  look,  she  said,  "I  never  guess  conundrums; 
I  give  it  up."  Then  he  laughed,  and  they  both 
laughed,  and  she  went  and  got  his  shirt,  and  he  felt 
ashamed  of  himself  and  kissed  her;  and  then  she 
felt  happy,  and  so  what  might  have  been  an  occa- 
sion for  hard  words  and  unkind  feelings  became 
just  the  contrary,  all  through  the  little  vein  of 
humor  that  cropped  out  to  the  surface. 

Some  people  have  a  peculiar  faculty  for  giving  a 
humorous  turn  to  things  when  they  are  reproved. 
It  does  just  as  well  oftentimes  to  laugh  things  off 
as  to  scold  them  off.  Laughter  is  better  than 
tears.  Let  us  have  a  little  more  of  it  at  home. — 
Religious  Hirold. 


w  home, 
light  her 


HOW  SHE  CURED  HIM. 

A  young  wife  had  just  settled  In  her  n< 
All  seemed  fair  and  promising,  but  one 
husband  came  home  very  late  and  staggered  into 
the  house.  His  wife  was  greatly  shocked  and  told 
him  he  was  ill  and  to  lie  down  at  once.  He  did  so, 
and  in  a  moment  or  two  was  comfortably  asleep 
on  the  sofa.  His  face  was  a  reddish  purple,  his 
breathing  heavy,  and  altogether  he  was  a  pitiable 
looking  object.  The  doctor  was  sent  for  in  haste 
and  mustard  plasters  applied  to  his  hands  and  feet. 
When  Qhe  doctor,  came,  felt  his  pulse,  and  ex- 
and  found  that  he  was  drunk,  he  said: 
je  all  right  in  the  morning." 
fe  insisted  that  he  was  very  ill  and  se- 
s  must  be  used. 

t  shave  his  head  and  apply  blisters," 
'or  I   shall  send   for   some   one   who 


lighe 
.mple,  and  more  parents  acquit- 
sponsibility  of  their  children's 


the  only  perfect 
tcd  of  the  awful 
destiny. 

Imitativeness  is  not,  however,  confined  to  chil- 
ren.  Everybody  is  patterning  after  something,  or 
3omebody.  The  tyranny  of  fashion  is  all  the  proof 
pessary  to   establish   this   assertion.     It  is  true, 


*ko,  that 


we  generally  pattern  after  those  who  have 


rid  be  ben- 


:  build.' 


dOOD  HUMOR  IN  THB  FAMILY. 

Good  humor  is  rightly  reckoned  a  most  valuable 
aid  to  a  happy  home  life.     An  equally  good  and 
useful  faculty  is  a  sense  of  humor  or  the  capacity 
to  have  a  little  fun  along  with  the  hum-d: 
and  works  of  life.     We  all  know  how  it  brightens 
up  things  generally  to  have  a  lively,  witty 
panion  who  sees  the  ridiculous  points  of  things  and 
can  turn  an  annoyance  into  an  occasion  for  lauj 
ter.     It  does  a  great  deal  better  to  laugh  over  so 
domestic   mishap   than   to   cry   or  scold    over 
Many  homes  and  lives  are  dull  because  they 
allowed   to  become  too  deeply  impressed  witr 
sense   of  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  life  to 
recognize   its   bright,    and   especially   its    mirthful 
side.     Into  such  a  household,  good  but  dull,  the 
advent  of  a  witty,  humorous  friend  is  like  sunshine 
on  a  cloudy  day. 

While  it  is  oppressive  to  hear  persons  constantly 
,tty  or  funny  things,  it  is  worth 


But  the  1 


urged, 


will." 

His   head   was 
blisters   applied. 


iccordingly  shaved  closely  and 
All  night  he  lay  in  a  drunken 
leep,  notwithstanding  the  blisters  were  eating  into 
the  flesh.  It  was  not  till  near  morning  he  began  to 
beat  about,  disturbed  by  pain. 

About  daylight  he  awoke  to  a  most  uncomforta- 
ble consciousness  of  blistered  agonies. 

"What  does  this  mean?"  he  said,  putting  his 
hand  to  his  bandaged  head. 

"Lie  still — you  mustn't  stir,"  said  the  wife; 
"  you  have  been  very  ill." 

"I'm  not  ill." 

'•  Oh,  yes,  you  are;  you  have  brain  fever.  We 
have  worked  hard  with  you  all  night." 

"  I  should  think  you  had,"  groaned  the  poor  vic- 
tim.    "  What's  the  matter  with  my  feet?  " 

"They  are  blistered." 

"  But  I'm  better  now.  Take  off  the  blisters;  do,M 
he  pleaded  piteously. 

He  was  in  a  most  uncomfortable  state;  his  head 
covered  with  sores  and  his  hands  and  feet  still 
worse. 

"  My  dear,"  he  said,  groaning,  "  if  I  ever  should 
get  sick  in  this  way  again,  do  not  be  alarmed  or 
send  for  the  doctor,  and,  above  all,  do  not  blister 
me  agajn." 

"  Oh,  indeed,  I  will.  All  that  saved  you  was  the 
blisters,  and  if  you  should  have  another  spell,  I 
should  be  more  frightened  than  ever,  for  the  ten- 
dency, I  am  sure,  is  to  apoplexy,  and  from  the  next 
attack  you  would  be  likely  to  die,  unless  there  were 
the  severest  measures  used." 

He  made  no  further  defense;  and  from  that  day 
to  this  he  has  not  had  another  attack  of  drink.— 
Drover*  s  Journal. 

THE  MIDNIGHT  WARNINO. 

No  greater  misfortune  can  happen  to  a  wrong- 
doer than  to  go  undetected  and  unpunished.  The 
divine  dictum,  "Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you 
out,"  utters  a  law  so  universal,  and  so  entirely  for 


whuHsshig  what"?  brightenVa"  "little  "fun  is,  to  I  the  best,  that  the  transgressor  who  escapes  it  seems, 
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like  a  providential  outcast.     C 
than  Ephraim  let  alone. 

A  few  years  ago  the  inhabitants  of  a  town 
Connecticut  were  disturbed  by  the  frequent  dep 
dations  of  a  midnight  thief.  Goods  and  mon 
were  missed,  and  usually  an  open  door  or  window 
in  the  morning  showed  how  the  burglar  had 
and  gone;  but  no  vigilance  sufficed  to  direct  sus- 
picion or  guard  threatened  property. 

One  night  the  bell  in  the  steeple  of  the  village 
church  (there  was  no  town  clock)  suddenly  rang- 
one  stroke.     The  sound  awoke  a  man  who  was 
light  sleeper,  and  he  sprang  out  of  bed  and   looked 
out. 

The  moon  at  that  moment  slipped  from  behind 
a  cloud,  and  he  saw  a  person  with  a  bundle  steal 
out  of  the  village  store  and  creep  away. 

Some  peculiarity  of  movement  or  appearance 
made  him  mistrust  who  it  was;  and  sure  at  least 
that  something  was  wrong,  he  made  haste  to  rouse 
his  nearest  neighbors. 

More  than  one  had  already  been  awakened  by 
the  strange  stroke  of  the  bell,  and  soon  pursuers 
were  on  the  track  of  the  thief.  He  was  caught, 
and  was  afterwards  tried  and  convicted,  and  served 
three  years  in  the  State  prison. 

He  was  a  boy  seventeen  years  old,  who,  a  year  or 
two  before,  had  run  away  from  his  home  and  his 
widowed  mother,  and  had  not  been  seen  or  heard 
from  since  his  disappearance. 

Wandering  habits  and  bad  company  had  done 
their  worst  to  train  the  fatherless  youth  to  a  life  of 
crime.  But  with  that  solemn,  midnight  stroke  of 
the  church  bell  his  evil  life  came  to  an  end. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  sentence  he  returned  to 
his  native  village,  where  his  sorrowing  but  faithful 
mother  welcomed  him,  and  friends  were  found 
magnanimous  enough  to  extend  to  him  a  helping 
hand. 

At  twenty  he  began  the  world  with  a  determina- 
tion to  be  a  man.  So  far  he  has  succeeded  nobly. 
His  past  is  forgiven,  if  not  forgotten,  and  his  future 
is  full  of  promise. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  the  story  of  that  sudden 
midnight  bell-note.  There  had  been  a  funeral  the 
day  before,  and  the  sexton  who  tolled  the  bell  left 
it  inverted,  or  poised  yoke-downward  in  the 
steeple.  It  finally  fell  to  its  natural  position  by  its 
own  weight,  and  struck  one. 

Was  the  sound  less  impressive  because  so  easily 
explained?  It  was  a  voice  of  mercy  to  one  human 
soul. — Zion's  Watchman. 


WHAT  IS  YOUR  LIFE? 

BY  NANNIE  BLAIN  UNDERHILL. 

"  Ye  know  not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow.  For  what 
your  life?  It  is  even  a  vapor,  that  appeareth  for  a  little  tirr 
and  then  vanisheth  away." 

"  Wherefore,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  saith,  To-day,  if  ye  will  he 
his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts." 

We  all  know  how  true  it  is  that  we  cannot  know 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  Have  we  not  known 
a  promising  young  man,  toiling  and  planning  for 
the-  future,  suddenly  stricken  down  by  the  hand  of 
death?  Have  we  not  often  wept  over  the  grave  of 
a  beautiful  young  woman— somebody's  sweetheart, 
or  the  wife  of  a  happy,  young  husband,  the  mother 
of  one  or  more  innocent  and  helpless  little  chil- 
dren? Who  would  have  thought,  even  a  week 
ago,  that  that  happy  home  was  to  be  stricken;  the 
beautiful  star,  which  was  the  center  of  attraction 
there,  suddenly  taken  away? 

Who  would  have  thought,  even  yesterday,  that 
the  young  man  would  be  lying  cold  in  death  to- 
day,—the  victim  of  some  accident  or  disease? 
Dear  reader,  the  same  fate  may  soon  be  ours. 
Are  we  ready?  If  Jesus  should  call  to-day,  could 
we  gladly  go  to  meet  him?  And  what  of  the  dear, 
helpless  ones  left  behind?  Ah,  when  the  cold 
hand  of  death  is  laid  upon  a  dear  one,  we  are 
apt  to  think,  "  I  might  have  done  so  much  more  to 
have  made  her  happy." 

Yes,  there  are  thousands  of  readers  of  this  pa- 
per who  might  .have  done  more  than  they  have  for 


the  happiness  or  welfare  of  dear  ones,  and  have 
been  better  off  in  every  way  by  having  so  done. 
But  the  past  is  gone,  the  future  is  before  us.  Let 
us  begin  now,— to-day.  Brother,  husband,  father, 
are  you  letting  that  patient  wife  tread  the  uphill 
path  alone?  Does  she  go  to  church  alone  or  stay 
away  in  sadness,  because  her  husband  will  not  go 
with  her?  Are  you  keeping  her  dear  soul  out  of 
the  fold  of  God  because  she  is  waiting  for  you? 
What  if  God  should  call  her  home  to-morrow? 
Or  are  you  leaving  her  to  struggle  up  the  hill  of 
life,  a  member  of  the  church,  unaided  by  the  strong 
arm  of  support  which  she  ought  to  have  in  her 
husband?  He,  the  stronger  vessel,  hindering,  pull- 
ing the  other  way,  while  she,  the  weaker  vessel, 
is  expected  to  sail  calmly,  majestically  onward  and 
upward,  dragging  him  behind  her.  Brave  man! 
Such  a  provider,  comforter,  protector,  supporter! 
How  about  the  loving  promises  of  days  gone  by? 
Can  she  always  love,  esteem,  respect  and  honor 
a  man  who  has  won  her  hand  by  deceitful  words, 
failing  to  keep  his  promises,  thereby  becoming  to 
her  dishonest,  untruthful? 

Then  there  are  the  little  ones— sweet  little  dar- 
lingsl  You,  of  course,  want  to  see  their  little  feet 
planted  in  the  way  of  truth  and  honesty.  You 
want  them  to  grow  up  good,  honorable,  upright 
men;  pure,  chaste,  true  women!  Are  you  walking 
in  the  way  of  truth  and  righteousness  yourself? 
They  are  following  in  your  footsteps.  How  un- 
manly it  is  to  expect  one  little,  weak  woman  to 
train  them  all  in  the  right  way  atone,  without  her 
husband's  help!  A  widow  would  be  far  better  off, 
for  then  her  children  would  not  have  a  profane 
father,  to  lead  them  astray.  Do  not  think,  "  I  will 
join  the  church  by  and  by."  It  may  be  too  late 
then.  It  does  not  amount  to  very  much  to  place 
some  secret  society,  hoping  to  ob- 
ce  for  our  family  when  we  are 
le.  The  faithful,  loving  wife  may  go  first. 
:n  where  are  the  comforts  you  meant  to  give 
?  Better  use  your  means  for  the  comfort  of 
e  and  children  while  they  are  with  you,  and 
give  them  the  comfort  of  your  society  while  you 
ire  with  them.  How  happy  would  that  wife  be, 
f  you  would  only  go  to  church  with  her!  Yes, 
oin  hands  and  go  all  the  way  to  heaven  together. 
Who  is  there  in  the  lodge  that  loves  you  as  does 
that  faithful  wife,  and  those  little  ones  at  home? 
The  Lord  tells  us  there  is  nothing  hidden  that 
shall  not  be  revealed,  nor  secret,  that  shall  not  be 
made  known.  Then,  why  should  an  honest  man 
tie  himself  to  a  secret  lodge,  where  his  dearest 
ones  on  earth  cannot  go,  and  deny  them  the  com- 
fort of  his  society,  in  places  where  they  love  to  go? 
How  many  poor,  sad  wives  have  remarked  to  one 
another:  "  I  should  feel  so  very  happy  if  my  hus- 
band were  converted."  "  It  seems  as  though  home 
would  be  a  heavenly  place,  if  only  my  husband 
were  a  Christian."  "  I  think  earth  would  be  heav- 
en to  me,  if  my  husband  would  only  give  his 
heart  to  Jesus."  "This  earth  would  be  a  Paradise 
for  me  if  only  he  were  a  Christian." 

Yes,  it  is  true.  The  Christian  wife  longs  to  see 
her  dear  husband  enter  the  fold  of  God,  and  noth- 
ing else  in  this  world,— not  even  millions  of  dol- 
irs—  could  give  her  half  the  joy  that  this  would 
fford  her.  Besides,  it  would  be  eternal  life  to  the 
ear  husband  and  father.     How  much  more  could 
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ch   better  influence   could   he   have 


Will 


r  one  who  reads  these  lines,  this  means  you. 
you  not  come  to  Jesus  now?  He  says, 
"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke 
upon  you  and  learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek,  and 
lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  burden  is 
light- 
Wives,  are  you  doing  all  you  can  to  lead  those 
dear  ones  to  Christ?  Husband  and  children,  how 
dear  they  are!  They  cannot  always  be  with  us, 
nor  we  with  them.  But  oh,  that  they  might  be 
with  us  in  our  Father's  house  of  many  mansions, 
by  and  by! 
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From  the  Brownsville  Church,  Maryland. 

We  are  glad  that  it  is  our  privilege  to  report  a 
nost  enjoyable  love  feast,  held  in  the  Brownsville 
hurch,  May  23.  There  was  an  unusually  large 
umber  of  members  present.  Over  two  hundred 
ommuned.  The  ministerial  help  was  ample 
Brethren  N.  Martin,  D.  Winger,  D.  M.  Zook,  A.  b! 


Barnhart,  and  David  and  D.  Victor  Lo 


,  were  pres- 


ent.  Eld.  N.  Martin  officiated.  '  The  preachin 
and  labors  of  the  Brethren  were  appreciated  and 
we  assure  them  a  hearty  welcome  at  any  time, 
The  order  and  attention  were  very  good.  Every- 
thing was  quiet,  and  the  meeting  closed  in  good' 
time.  We  have  quite  a  large  and  interesting  Sun- 
day school  at  Brownsville,  superintended  by  our 
elder,  Bro.  Eli  Yourtee,  assisted  by  one  of  the  dea- 
cons, with  a  full  corps  of  other  officers  and  efficient: 
teachers.  On  Sunday  morning  the  Brethren  talked: 
to  the  children,  and  while  their  remarks  were  di- 
rected to  the  little  children,  some  of  the  otder  chil- 
dren learned  some  important  lessons.  One  pre- 
cious soul  has  been  baptized  since  my  last  report. 
Geo.  W.  Kaetzel.. 
I.,  May  26. 


From  Wanneberga,  Sweden. 

I  was  called  to  labor  in  this  field  a  few  weeks. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  members 
zealous  for  the  salvation  of  souls.  There  are  four 
applicants  for  baptism  and  the  field  is  promising. 

A  love  feast  was  held  April  19.  All  expressed' 
themselves  as  hoping  to  be  steadfast  and  unmova- 
ble  to  the  end,  so  as  to  enjoy  that  feast  in  the  New 
Jerusalem. 

Bro.  T.  Jonsson  was  advanced  by  the  church  to- 
the  second  degree  of-the  ministry,  and  Bro.  Lysell 
was  elected  to  the  ministry.  These  two  brenren 
are  manifesting  their  love  to  Christ  through  'cue\r 
zeal  in  laboring  to  increase  Christ's  kingdom. 

We  visited  several  places  which,  we  are  glad  to 
say,  received  us  with  pleasure,  urging  us  to  stay 
with  them  longer,  but,  owing  to  financial  reasons,  I 
had  to  return  home,  hoping  the  Lord  will  give  the 
growth  wherever  the  precious  seed  has  been  sown. 
On  my  way  home  I  stopped  off  at  Hor,  to  visit  the 
members  there.  I  held  one  meeting  and  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  one  who  is  much  concerned 
about  his  soul.  May  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
fallen  humanity!  Andreas  Anderson. 


From  Worthlngton,  Minn. 

Last  Saturday,  May  23,  we  had  our  first  council- 
meeting  at  our  house.  Twelve  members  were 
present.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  We 
were  favored  with  the  presence  of  Bro.  Joseph 
Stitzel,  of  Lanark,  111.  We  were  very  glad  to  have 
him  with  us  in  our  first  council.  We  did  not  have 
much  business  to  transact,  but  all  that  was  trans- 
acted was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like  manner. 
On  Sunday  Bro.  Stitzel  preached  three  very  in- 
teresting sermons  at  three  different  places. 

It  did  our  hearts  good  to  hear  his  encouraging 
words.     He  thinks   much  good   can  be  done  he 
if  we  could  only  secure  more  workers. 

Lizzie  Hilabv. 

May  2J. 

Work  In  the  State  Prison. 

On  our  return  from  the   late  Annual   Meeting. 
with  my  wife,  I  stopped  off  at  the  State  Prison  ^ 
visited  the  brethren,  who  have  espoused  the  Lor 
cause  during  their  incarceration.    We  found  tw 
all  cheerful  and  in  good  health,  and  exceeding 
encouraged  by  our  short  call.     We  were  also  10^ 
duced  to  another  applicant  for  baptism,  w h° 
beco  me;a  reader  of  the  Gosfei.  Messenger  tW 
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these  earnest  convict  brethren,  and  also  such  of  our 
tracts  as  the  brethren  had  at  hand.  He  said  he 
had  labored  under  conviction  ever  since  in  prison, 
and  had  witnessed  many  modes  of  baptism,  but 
had  never  found  his  idea  of  Gospel  baptism  advo- 
cated un'il  he  read  our  tracts  and  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger. We  set  Sunday,  June  14,  to  go  and  take 
part  in  the  chapel  services,  after  which  to  adminis- 
ter baptism,  hoping  that  others  will  be  ready  to 
join  this  applicant.  The  brethren  say  that  others 
there  are  counting  the  cost.  During  the  first  quar- 
ter of  this  year's  mission,  three  persons  have  made 
application,  who,  when  they  heard  the  requirements 
in  the  instructions  to  applicants,  proposed  compro- 
mises with  our  principles.  Painful  as  it  was,  all 
were  left  to  compare  Scriptures  and  read  tracts  till 
a  future  opportunity  would  be  afforded.  Two  of 
them  have  had  that  opportunity.  One  accepted  the 
uncompromising  terms,  while  the  second  aban- 
doned the  acceptance  of  the  terms  of  salvation. 
The  third  one,  it  is  hoped,  will  improve  the  forth- 
coming opportunity.  Here,  brethren,  are  cases,  in 
isolated  parts  of  our  work,  that  enlist  our  sympa- 
thies, and  try  our  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  our 
Brotherhood.  But  such  exercises  are  good  for  us 
and  the  cause  which  we  try  to  serve. 

C.  C.  Root. 
Ozawkie,  Kans. 


TSB   GOSPEL   3^BSSEl>r3-EIB.. 


365 


From  Baltimore,  Md. 


Eighteen  or  twenty  of  us  attended  the  love  feast 
at  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Md.,  Saturday.  We  had 
a  grand  feast.  The  ministers  from  a  distance  were 
brethren  O.  V.  Long  and  T.  J.  Kolb.  Our  souls 
were  richly  fed  from  God's  holy  Word.  We  all 
realized  that  it  was  good  to  be  there.  This  is 
where  I  attended  Sunday  school  for  years,  when 
I  was  a  child.  My  heart  was  overflowing  with  joy, 
to  think  that  after  many  years  I  was  permitted  to 
enjoy  a  love  feast  at  this  church,  where  I  had 
been  instructed  in  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
■#fl/did  seem  pleasant  to  see  so  many  dear  breth- 
ren ?J?id  sisters  surrounding-  the  Lord's  table,  when 
we  have  only  been  used  to  seeing  a  few,  while  in 
Virginia.  We  rejoice  to  see  those  dear  little  sis- 
ters following  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus. 

On  Sunday  morning  Bro.  O.  V.  Long  preached 
on  Rom.  8:  31.  We  felt  that  we  were  sitting  to- 
gether in  heavenly  places  with  Christ  Jesus.  Many 
tears  were  shed  as  our  brother  so  kindly  admon- 
ished us  to  live  nearer  to  God  and  far  away  from 
the  world.  We  felt  loath  to  pa.t  from  those  of 
like  precious  faith.  We  all  are  rejoicing  over  the 
Sunday  school  and  Bible  class  in  Northwestern  Bal- 
timore. May  God  soon  speed  the  day  when  we  will 
have  a  church  here  in  the  city.  We  are  earnestly 
praying  for  a  church.  May  God  put  it  in  the 
hearts  of  his  children  to  give,  so  we  can  have  a 
church,  for  it  is  very  much  needed.  May  God 
bless  his  cause  everywhere,  especially  our  beloved 
missionaries  in  foreign  lands!       Dove  L.  Sauble. 

7'J  North  Payson  Street,  May  26. 


From  Maple  Valley  Church,  Iowa. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  attend  Sunday  school  and 
meeting  at  the  Maple  Valley  church.  The  Sunday 
school,  which  is  conducted  by  sisters  Alma  Royer 

nd  Mary  Fox,  seems  to  be  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition.   The  interest  and  attendance  are  good.    It 

eing  the  first  time  for  six  weeks  that  I  met  with 
(he  Brethren  at  this  place,  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  talk 

0  'he  people.  After  meeting  we  hastened  to  a 
Pent,  eight  miles  northeast,  to  conduct  a  union 

""^  school  at  2  P.  M.    Our  quarterly  meeting 

be  next  Thursday,   June   4.     We  anticipate  a 

Peasant  meeting.     We   expect   to  hold  our   love 

»  June  20'  at  3  P-  M.  Franklin  Lehman. 

may  j7_ 


From  Loudonvlile,  Ohio. 

™E  members   of  the   Brethren   chnrch   of  said 


Th: 

Place 

^^        "iet    in    quarterly     council    May    9,    1896. 

p*:      a^e  amount  of  business  came  before  the 

"§■    We  refer  directly  to  only  one   portion 


mating 


of  the  same,  which  was  among  the  most  important 
of  the  day.  This, was  the  calling  of  an  assistant 
elder.  Our  elder,  David  Brubaker,  being  quite 
aged  (seventy-five  years),  requested  the  church  to 
relieve  him  of  the  oversight  of  the  same,  because  of 
age  and  failing  health.  After  due  consideration, 
the  church  decided  to  elect  an  assistant,  with 
which  decision  he  was  satisfied.  Eld.  Tobias 
Hoover,  of  Chatham  Center,  Ohio,  was  called  to 
assist  in  the  work,  and  accepted  the  same.  The 
business  which  came  before  the  meeting  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly  and,  we  trust,  satisfactory  to 
all  present.  Some  were  with  us  from  adjoining 
churches  and  their  presence  and  assistance  added 
much  to  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting.  Among 
these  were  brethren  Henry  Keller,  Tobias  Hoover, 
C.  J.  Workman,  W.  F.  England  and  sister  England. 
May  the  labors  of  the  day  result  in  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  advancement  of  the  church. 

Arthur  Workman. 


Wayside  Gleanings. 

The  Kaskaskia  church,  Fayette  Co.,  111.,  is  mov- 
ing along  slowly  and  the  dark  clouds  that  hovered 
over  our  spiritual  horizon,  for  a  short  time,  seem 
to  be  vanishing  Our  Sunday  school  is  prospering 
under  the  leadership  of  brethren  A.  Childress  and 
S.  Goff. 

There  has  been  quite  an  exodus  to  Missouri,  of 
lost  ten  members,  and  others 

general  health  has  been   good,    that 

ng  the  number  was  Clinton 
long  quite  awhile,  but  finally 
morning  of  May  22,  aged 
fifty-seven  years.  In  our  first  work  here,  some 
eight  or  ten  years  ago,  he  attended  the  preaching 
of  the  Word  regularly,  yet  he  put  off  the  one  thing 
needful  until  a  few  days  before  his  spirit  took  its 
flight  from  his  emaciated  body.  Last  Lord's  Day 
filled  with  water  and,  amid  the 
a  large  crowd  of  anxious  spec- 
)uried  by  baptism  into  death " 
and  rose  to  spend  a  few  days  in  peace  with  his 
Lord  and  Savior  before  he  was  called  to  go  hence. 
To  those  interested  I  will  say  that  my  "throat 
trouble  "  is  abating  and  my  general  health  is  im- 
proving, for  which  I  feel  to  thank  the  Lord. 

Granville  Nevinger. 
Beecher  City,  III. 
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From  Llnhamn,  Sweden. 


At  this  place 
;hip  of  nine,  w 
:or  Christ's  sak 


1  little  church,  with  a  member- 
are  willing  to  suffer  all  things 
This  little  church  has  been  sub- 


ious  trials  and  temptations.     They  have 

ny  battles  with  such  as   call  themselves 

but  the  Truth   has  conquered.    While 

:h     is    weak,    yet    in     Christ    they    are 


ject  to  ! 
fought  1 
Christia 
the  ch 
strong. 

I  was  called  to  the  ministry,  and  sent  to  this 
place,  seven  years  ago,  to  work  for  fallen  humani- 
ty. Wife  and  I,  with  our  little  family,  had  to  en- 
dure many  hardships.  Trials  and  opposition  we 
had  to  meet  daily.  Our  children,  especially,  had 
to  suffer.  They  could  not  go  out  doors  without 
somebody  dragging  them  on  the  street  and  beat- 
ing them.  Once  my  eldest  daughter  was  taken  by 
a  wicked  person  to  be  baptized.  He  brought  a 
petroleum  can  and  poured  the  contents  over  her 
head,  saying,  "  I  baptize  you  in  the  name,"  etc. 
But  that  kind  of  abuse  has  ceased.  Some  oppo- 
sition has  always  followed  God's  people,  and  is 
following  them  even  up  to  the  present  time,  but 
we  pray  God  that  he  will  remove  that  which  is  a 
hindrance  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  now  we  have 

iod  prospects  for  the  future. 

We  have    a   nice   Sunday   school   at   this   place. 


•   children 
teachers  i 


th 


delighted   to   come.     We    have 
3  work.     Sister  Carrie  Anderson 


:  also  engaged  in  it. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

o  ft  thirsty  aoul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  lar  country." 

Camden  Church,  Ind  —  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  May  9.  Our  elder,  Samuel  Younce,  from 
Eaton,  and  Bro.  Levi  Holsinger,  were  present. 
Everything  passed  off  pleasantly.  We  decided  to 
hold  our  love  feast  Sept.  18,  at  10  o'clock.  We 
also  decided  to  have  a  series  of  meetings,  com- 
mencing Sept.  11,  previous  to  our  least.— Tadil/ta 
Cruea,  Red  Key,  Ind. 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.— Our  love  feast  is  in  the  past. 
We  had  a  very  good  meeting.  Grandpa  Metzger 
was  with  us  at  our  two  o'clock  meeting.  He  was 
too  weak  to  attend  the  evening  services,  but  was 
with  us  again  the  next  day  at  11  o'clock  (his  last 
meeting).  Brethren  John  W.  Metzger,  I.  B.  Trout 
and  G.  B.  Heeter  were  with  us.  Their  services 
were  much  appreciated.— Sallie  E.  Cart,  May  29. 

Accident,  Md.— Our  Communion  meeting  took 
place  May  23,  and  was  indeed  a  meeting  much 
enjoyed  by  all,  and  long  to  be  remembered.  Bro. 
Aaron  Fike,  of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  was  with  us  and 
held  five  meetings  prior  to  the  feast,  in  which  he 
faithfully  held  before  us  the  pure  Word  of  God. 
As  a  result  six  precious  souls  were  buried  with 
Christ  in  baptism  during  the  week  and  God's  pro- 
fessed children  were  stimulated  to  a  higher  and 
purer  Christian  life.— James  W.  Beeghly,  May  25. 

Beans'  Settlement  Congregation,  W.  Va. — As 
there  are  no  ministers  in  the  Bean  Settlement  con- 
gregation, Hardy  County,  we  go  over  once  every 
month,— a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles,— and 
preach  three  or  four  sermons.  On  our  last  trip, 
April  25,  26  and  27,  we  held  a  pleasant  council- 
meeting  with  the  members.  One,  who  had,  many 
years  ago,  strayed  from  the  church,  was  restored, 
and  another  was  received  by  baptism.  Both  are 
heads  (fathers)  of  families.  Thanks  be  to  Godl— 
Geo.  S.  Arnold,  Burlington,  W.  Va. 

Panther  Creek  Church,  111.— I  have  just  returned 
home  from  the  love  feast  at  the  Panther  Creek 
church,  held  May  16.  Quite  a  number  from  other 
churches,  added  to  the  home  membership,  made 
the  number  of  communicants  quite  large.  The 
meeting  was  a  pleasant  one,  notwithstanding  the 
great  rains.  The  universal  desire  of  the  members 
to  choose  from  their  number  a  deacon,  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  Bro.  John  Kindig,  who,  with  the 
sister,  his  wife,  .accepted  the  office,  and  was  in- 
stalled into  the  office  according  to  the  custom. — 
Thomas  D.  Lyon,  Hudson,  III.,  May  29. 

Germantown,  Va.— On  Saturday,  May  16,  we 
met  in  church-council.  All  business  before  the 
meeting  was  satisfactorily  disposed  of.  We  re- 
ceived two  members  by  letter.  They,  with  two 
other  members,  live  in  an  isolated  part  of  our 
congregation.  That  place  has  been  held  as  a  mis- 
sion point  something  more  than  a  year.  Two  of 
our  ministers  spent  a  week  there  last  February, 
preaching,  visiting  and  distributing  tracts.  There 
seems  to  be  quite  an  interest  there,  and,  by  push- 
ing the  work,  much  good  may  be  done.  The  Mes- 
senger is  a  welcome  visitor  in  our  home.  Since 
it  arrives  on  Saturday  we  have  more  leisure  to 
peruse  its  richly-filled  columns. — Catharine  F.  Iken- 
berry,  Wirtz,  Va  ,  May  2J. 

Glen  Eock,  Nebr.— We  were  all  made  to  rejoice 
to  have  Bro.  C.  B.  Smith,  from  Pickrell,  Nebr.,  in 
our  midst  again.  He  came  May  23  and  stayed 
until  the  26th.  He  gave  us  four  real  soul-stirring 
sermons.  Three  precious  souls  were  baptized  who 
had  been  members  of  other  denominations,  but 
were  convinced  that  faith  without  works  is  dead. 
Such  changes  as  this  certainly  will  meet  God's 
approval.  "Be  ye  steadfast  and  unmovable  "  does 
not  mean  when  we  get  an  opinion  or  an  idea  of 
our  own  in  our  head,  to  hold  it,  let  it  be  right  or 
wrong,  but  it  means  to  stay  with  God's  Word,  let 
it  carry  you  where  it  will.  We  can  rest  assured  it 
will  land  us  safely  over  all  difficulties  here,  and 
into  the  eternal  bliss  beyond. — M,  A,  Maxey, 
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Washington,  Kans.  —  Two  more 
dear  young  sisters  have  been  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism  since  our 
last  report.  We  hope  others  will  soon 
follow  and  heed  the  Master's  call.— 
Liseie  G*uby,  May  2Z, 

Elk  Run,  Va.— To-day  was  a  day  of 
rejoicing  with  us,  as  we  witnessei 
three  baptized  into  Christ, — we  hop 
to  walk  in  nawness  of  life.  Our  Sun 
day  school  is  better  than  in  former 
years.  We  hope  to  work  up  interest 
sufficient  to  make  an  evergreen  school 
this  year.—/.  A.  Miller,  May  24. 

Waddam's  Grove,  111.— The  Breth- 
ren of  Waddam's  Grove  expect  to 
commence  a  series  of  meetings  June 
6,  at  the  Chelsea  meetinghouse.  Bro. 
J.  G.  Royer  is  to  be  with  us.  We 
have  one  applicant  for  baptism,  past 
four  score  years  old.  We  hope  there 
will  be  more  to  follow.  —  Wm.  K. 
Moore. 

Powell's  Valley  Church,  Ore.— May 
8  we  bade  farewell  to  loved  ones  and 
arrived  at  our  new  home  May  12.  We 
met  in  quarterly  council  May  16  and 
were  kindly  received.  All  business 
was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  spirit. 
The  writer  was  elected  correspondent 
to  the  Gospel  Messenger.  The  fol- 
lowing day  we  had  preaching.  We 
had  fair  congregations  and  excellent 
attention.  —  Nancy  Bahr,  Damascus, 
Ore.,  May  iS. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.— We  have  just 
closed  an  interesting  series  of  meet- 
ings at  this  place.  Bro.  J.  Z.  Gilbert, 
of  Belleville,  Kans.,  did  the  preach- 
ing. Two  have  been  baptized  and 
others  arc  near  the  kingdom.  At  the 
love  feast,  held  at  Dry  Creek,  May 
16,  an  election  for  deacon  was  held, 
the  lot  falling  on  Bro.  D.  E.  Miller, 
of  Cedar  Rapids,  who,  wi*h  his  wife, 
will  do  efficient  church  work. — M.  M. 
Shtrrick,  May  28. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— I  left 
1,  in  company  with  Bi 
Fike,  on  a  mission  tri; 
and   Pendleton  Countie 


our  love  feast 
seventy  -  five 
Bro.  R.  T.  Polla 
Isaiah    Johnson 
services.      We 


ny  home  May 
>.  Samuel  K. 
to  Randolph 
,  W.  Va.,  re- 
iing    May    13.   preaching   at   eight 


tur 
different 


We  held 
meetings,  preached  one  funeral,  held 
one  council  with  the  members  on 
North  Fork,  elected  one  minister  and 
two  deacons,  baptized  two  and  re- 
claimed three,  visited  forty  families 
and  found  the  members  alive  to  the 
cause.— Jonas  Fike,  May  25. 

Round  Mountain  Church,  Ark  — 
Our  meetings,  held  since  our  late 
District  Meeting  by  Bro.  D.  L.  For- 
ney, here  at  the  churchhouse,  resulted 
in  five  reclaimed  who  had  gone  astray 
and  stood  out  for  a  good  while.  Five 
were  baptized  and  we  have  one 
plicant  for  baptism.  Brother  and 
ter  Forney  are  alive  to  the  cause 

have    made   many   friends  here.     ' 

meetings,  held  by  Eld.  Wm.  Harvey 
in  a  part  of  this  church,  in  Madison 
County,  twenty-five  miles  from  here, 
were  also  a  success.  Two  v 
tized  there  and  the  prospects 
for  more  in  the  future.  Our  Com- 
munion, held  at  that  place  (Locust 
Mount),  May  16,  was  a  good  one, 
though  the  rains  made  it  a  little  un- 
pleasant. The  District  Meeting  and 
the  meetings  following,  together  with 
the  Communion,  have  done  us  a  great 
deal  of  good.— Samuel  Weimer,  Wy- 
man.  Ark.,  May  22. 


Most   of    the 
owship  w< 


bap- 


Elk  Lick,  Pa.— According  to  previ- 
ous   arrangement,    we    commenced    a 
meeting  at  the  Elk  Lick  church  May 
io,  and  continued  until  the  16th,  when 
was  observed.     About 
nembers      communed 
d  officiated  andEBro. 
also   assisted   In   the 
had    a    very 
feast,  which  seemed  to  be  enjoyed  by 
all    present.     We   earnestly  crave  the 
prayers    of    all    God's    people  in  be- 
half of  our  work  here. —  W.  A.  Gaunt, 
May  20. 

Tuscarawas  Church,  Ohio.— As  pre- 
viously reported  we  are  moving  along 
nicely,    attempting    to    build    up   the 
cause  of  the  Master  in  our  territory. 
We  have  an  interesting  Sunday  school, 
hich  is  well  attended,   and,   we   be- 
eve,   will   prove   to    be  a  nursery   to 
the  church.     The  past  few  years  dem 
onstrated  to  us  that  such   is  the  case 
received   into   church 
t  Sunday  school  schol- 
ars.    Our   quarterly  church-council  is 
over.     Eld.  Edward   Loomis  was  with 
us.     Much  business  was  presented  to 
the  meeting,  but  all 'disposed  of  har- 
moniously.    Our  Communion  meeting 
is  to  occur  on  the  evening  of  June   13, 
to  which  a  general  invitation  is  given 
to  all  who  may  desire  to  be  with  us. — 
Reuben  Shroyer,  Pierce,  Ohio,  May  12. 

Mountain  Grove,  Mo.— The  love 
feast  in  the  Greenwood  church,  Texas 
Co.,  Mo.,  which  was  held  May  16,  is 
past.  We  had  a  very 
pleasant  and,  we  trust,  a  profitable 
meeting.  About  seventy-five  members 
ned.  Eld.  J.  T.  Mason  officiat- 
iisted  by  Eld.  F.  W.  Dove. 
We  had  reasonably  good  order  with 
the  spectators.  Short  and  profitable 
talks  were  given  by  the  brethren  dur- 
lg  the  services.  In  the  evening, 
fter  the  3  o'clock  services,  one  was 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism. 
On  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M.,  we  had  a 
profitable  discourse  by  Bro.  Mason, 
ended  another  meeting,  long 
remembered.  Health  is  good. 
God  be  praised  for  his  tender  mercy 
and  loving-kindness  toward  us!—/./. 
Troxel. 

Johnstown  Church,  Pa.— Our  love 
feast  of  May  17,  at  Walnut  Grove,  was 
well  attended,  there  being  about  three 
hundred  that  communed.  There  were 
communicants  from  the  age  of  eleven 
to  eighty-eight  years.  Brethren  Jas- 
per Barnthouse  and  David  Hildebrand 
officiated.  The  former  had  begun  a 
series  of  meetings  at  Benshoff  Hill  in 
this  congregation,  and  we  were  glad 
to  have  him  with  us  during  our  love 
feast.  Our  missionary  meeting  was 
held  on  the  following  Sunday.  The 
services  were  conducted  by  brethren 
S.  Blough  and  J.  F.  Dietz  from  Acts 
16:  9,  latter  part.  We  had  an  interest- 
onary  sermon,  followed  by  a 
1  which  amounted  to  835.22. 
rce  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
n  since  our  last  report.— A/.  Stray- 
May  24. 


the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  to 
ministers,  $1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 

Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  Jame«  Quluter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmament  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 

ter."     No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 

ter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.     Price,    post-paid,  $1.25.    To 

iters,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 
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SMITH.  — In  the  North  Morrill  church, 
Brown  Co.,  Kans.,  friend  John  J.  A.  Smith, 
aged  20  years.  He  was  a  son  of  friend  Irvin 
and  sister  Adaline  Smith.  He  was  killed  by 
a  tornado  May  17,  1896.  He  had  stepped  out- 
side of  the  door,  and  before  he  could  realize 
his  danger,  the  house  was  rolled  ( 
the  storm,  causing  death  instantly, 
a  wife  and  three  children.  They 
house  as  it  was  being  rolled  out 
where  it  remained.  Thus  we  are  : 
that  the  angel  of  death  may  call  fo 
hour  when  we  look  not  for  him  and 
are,  probably,  the  least  prepared, 
services  by  the  Brethren.     T.  A.  E 

SAYLOR.— In  the  North  Morrill  church, 
Kans.,  May  17,  1896,  sister  Lizzie  Saylor 
[nee  Lichty),  wife  of  Bro.  D.  M.  Saylor,  aged 
30  years.  Deceased  was  crushed  to  death  by 
ling  wall  in  the  cellar  in  which  they 
sought  shelter  from  the  approaching  tornado. 
She  leaves  one  son  and  a  husband  to  mourn 
loss.  A  sister,  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
gressive church,  by  the  name  of  Schuck,  was 
ilso  killed  in  the  same  cellar.  Bro.  Saylor  is 
luffering  from  a  broken  arm  and  bruised  body, 
but  of  his  recovery  we  are  hopeful.  Those 
who  knew  sister  Saylor  best,  loved  her  most. 
ihe  taught  her  Sunday  school  class  in  the 
norning,  and  in  but  a  few  hours  was  hurled 
nto  eternity  with  but  a  moment's  warning. 
Funeral  services  by  the  Brethren. 

T.  A.  ErSENBISE. 
GRISSO.— In   the  Donnel's   Creek   congre- 
gation, Clark  Co.,  Ohio,  May  g,  1896,  Christian 
so,  aged  86  years  and  n  days.     Deceased 
born  at  Botetourt,  Va.,  April  28,    1810. 
He  became  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
about  fifty-five  years  ago,  and  during  all  these 
;  he  has  been  faithful  to  bis  calling  in 
it's   earthly    kingdom.     Funeral    services 
by  the  writer  at  the  Brockway  Chapel,  from 
Thess.  4:  14.  J.  D.  Sandy. 

BROWN.— In  the  Donnel's  Creek  congre- 
gation, Clark  Co.,  Ohio,  Jan.  31,  1896,  Luman- 
irown,  aged  48  years,  5  months  and  25 
.  She  united  with  the  German  Baptist 
church  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  and  has 
lived  a  faithful  member  until  death.  Funeral 
services  at  the  Bethel  church  by  the  writer 
from  James  4: 14.  J.  D.  Sandy. 

BROWER.— In  Ashland,  Ore.,  May  6,  1896, 
Edith  Vera,  daughter  of  Bro.  D.  M.  and  sister 
Delia  Brower,  and  granddaughter  of  Eld.  Da- 
vid Brower,  aged  1  year,  11  months  and  15 
days.  Funeral  sermon  by  Bro.  S.  Schock. 
Burial  at  the  Ashland  cemetery. 

Susan  M.  Rhodes. 
HOWARD.— In  the  Johnstown,  congrega- 
tion. Pa.,  sister  Sarah  Howard,  wife  of  Stephen 
J.  Howard,  aged  21  years,  1  month  and  10 
days.  She  leaves  a  husband,  father,  three 
brothers  and  an  infant  child.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  Bro.  Jonas  Blough  and  the  writer  from 
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MINARD.— In  the  Coquille  congregation, 
Ore.,  April  24,  1896,  Harvey  Minard,  aged  39 
years,  6  months  and  15'days.  Funeral  conduct- 
ed by  Eld.  John  Bonewitz.     S.  P.  VanDyke. 

SCHEUNEMAN.-In  the  Coquille  congre- 
gation, Ore.,  May  9,  1896,  Gustav  Scheune- 
man,  aged  about  35  years.  Funeral  by  Eld. 
S.  S.  Barklow,  assisted  by  Bro.  Stiverson. 

S.  P.  VanDyke. 


ALLEN. -In  the  Coquille  congrezTT~ 
Ore.,  May  7,  1896,  sister  Nancy  Jane  A > 
{nee  Ihrig),  aged  37  years,  8  months  Jh 
days.  Deceased  was  born 
Hickory  Co.,  Mo.  She  united  with  the  chil* 
in  Washington  County,  Ark  ,  about  seven  * 
years  ago,  and  has  been  a  faithful  sister 
selected  Rev.  31:4  as  her  funeral  t 
leaves  a  kind  husband  and  one  so 
buried  in  the  Norway  graveyard, 
the  writer  and  Eld.  John  Bonewitz. 

S.  P.  VanDyKs< 

REPLOGLE.  —  In    the    New 
church,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  May  1 
May,  daughter  of  Bro.  A.  S.  and  sister  I 
ra  Replogle,  aged  12  years,  2  months 
day.     Little   Elsie  was  loved  by  all  who  \^  \ 
her,  having  been  a  quiet,  amiab 
gent  child.     She  will  be  sadly  1 
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happy  home,  as  well  as  in  the  Sund; 
and  community.     Funeral  services  by  breth.  1 
ren  L.  T.  Stuckey  and  C.  L.  Buck  from  Eccl 
7:i.  H.  A.  Buck.  ' 

HENARD.— In  the  Cedar  Grove  church,1 
Hawkins  Co.,  Tenn.,  May  12,  1896,  of  con- 
sumption,  David  Lafayette  Henard,  son  o[ 
John  and  Susan  E.  Henard,  aged  25  years, 
He  joined  the  church  of  the  Brethren  Nov. 
30,  1800.  He  was  called  to  the  ministry  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three,  and  was  known  as 
l  faithful  and  consecrated  Christian  worker, 
.nd  his  exemplary  life  was  an  honor  to  the 
hurch.  The  church  has  lost  a  faithful  teach- 
r.  On  Sunday  morning,  May  10,  he  called 
for  the  elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed 
he  name  of  the  Lord.  He  bore  his  afflic- 
>  with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation. 
spent  the  most  of  his  twenty-fifth  birth- 
day with  the  angels,  singing  around  the  throne 
f  God. '  His  mother  preceded  him  to  the 
pirit  land.  He  leaves  a  father,  six  brothers 
nd  one  sister.  Funeral  services  conducted 
by  Bro.  Peter  Klepper  from  Rev.  14:  13. 

Cordelia  Henard. 

BETZ— In  the  Glendale  church,  Ariz., I 

win,  son   of   friend    H.   L.   and  sister  Ma 

Betz,  aged  4  months  and    15    days.    Funei 

rvices  conducted  by  the  Brethren. 

John  E.  Moulir. 
SNOWBERGER.— In  the   New   EXfanpn 
church,    Pa.,  April    15,    1896,  William  Clyde, 
nfant  son  of  Bro.  John  B.  and  sister  Amanda 
Snowberger,    aged    5    months    and    26  day). 
:rvices  by  the  Brethren.  H,  A.  Buck. 

ROHRER.— In  the  Arnold's  Grove  congre- 
gation,  111.,    March  31,    1896,   Matthias  Graff 
Rohrer,  aged  33  years,  2  months  and  21  days. 
Only  about  five  weeks  before  his  death  Bro. 
Graff  put  on  Christ  in  baptism,  and  though  , 
these  were  weeks  of  intense  physical  suffer- 
ig,  they  were  weeks  of  experience  in  a  new 
fe,  enabling  him  to  leave  the  brightest  evi- 
encc  of  his  acceptance  with  God,  thus  com- 
forting his  young,  faithful  wife,  his  aged  fa- 
er  and  mother,  brother  and  sisters,  who  need 
it  now  sorrow  as  those  who  have  no  hope. 
Noah  Blough- 
METZGER.— At    Cerro    Gordo,   III,  Mar  | 
25,  1896,  Eld.  John  Metzger,  aged  88  years,! 
months  and  5  days.     Funeral  on  Thursday  at 
1  A.  M.  J.  W.  MetzGKR- 

HURST.-At  her  home  in  Orrville,  Ohio, 
May  2,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth  Hurst,  age* 
about  88  years.  She  leaves  one  daughter 
the  church),  and  six  sons  I 
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Fun 
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urch,  wt*' 


rvin.     She  was  buried  : 

n  the  bounds  of  the  Wooster  congregation. 

Maria  Runkle- 

BRUBAKER.— At  Cerro  Gordo,  Mi  M^ 
24,  1896,  sister  Hettie  Brubaker,  aged  75  y»  J 
7  months  and  10  days.  She  was  the  wi 
Bro.  Moses  Brubaker  and  the  mother  or.  *•• 
M.  J.  McClure.  Funeral  at  the  Brick  cbu  ' 
near  Cerro  Gordo,  conducted  by  the  wn 
assisted  by  Eld.  David  Frantz. 

DAVID  TBOX*^ 

WISSINGER.-In   the  Johnstown    cong* 

|    sister  Sophia  w» 

months  and  rf«J 

born  in  England, 

died    suddenly     of    heart    disease, 

rvices  by  G.  S.  Rairigh.       A.  J.  Stra      ^ 

LIVINGSTON.— In  the  Johnstown  c       rf 

gation,  Pa.,  April  29,  i8g6,  Alf5C*  £;0pw* 

Minnu  f.uDer. 


n.  Pa.,  May 

:r,  aged  54  years,  5 


Bro.   Edward  and 


Blough. 


by  brethn 


W.  Myers  < 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

Sugar  Creek  church,  Holmea  Co.,  ( 
M.,  English  River  < 


,1.8.  Burge: 


Q  P.  M.,Blessant  Hill,  near  Monrovia 
r_,  Frederick  Co.,  Md. 

Rlcblnnd  church,  at  sister  Kendalls'. 

jortli  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

at  1  P.  M.,  Panther  Creek,  Dallas  Co 

at  2  P.  M-,  Franklin  Grove,  I1L 
i..  M..  Greene,  Iowa, 
at  2  P.  M.,  Uerlngton,  Kane. 
A.  M.,  Wlohita  ohurch,  Kaus.,  nea 


ch,  Kans.,  5  miles 
L.  M„  Grundy  County  church 
,  OsBtovrn  church,  Miami  Co, 


l  I'l'vok  uliurch,  Junu: 

.'  Mnsltiml's,  !.,  mil*'  o 


hurchhouao,  JTel- 
Rlver  District,  Ind. 
at  3  P.  M.,  Blue  River  church,  Ind. 

■   Co..   In').,  at'  Union  Grove  ctiurcl.bi.niM.- 
b  miles  west  of  Shldeler. 

at  10  A.  M.,  Green  Spring  District,  Se- 
,  Co..  Ohio, 
at  10:30  A.  M„  Io*j*  River  church.  Iowa. 

at  10  A.   M.,   Eu3t   House,   Thornapph 
■oh.  Mich. 

!UHl  11,  at  2  F.  M.,  ChapniiLii  L'n-'«tt   ehurvli 
si.,  ;i  in  ill'-  [lorlli  11  iid  U  miles  mist- of  AluU-ruv 
and  14,  .Spring  Creek,  Iowa, 
at  6  P.  M„  Buck  Creek  church,  Henry  Co. 

and  14,  at  8  P.  M.,  Sterling  church,  Ster- 


,,  Sheldon,  Iowa. 
I.,  Sliver  Creek  church,  ( 
P.  M.,  Chippewa  cliurc 
3hio. 

.  M.,  Zion  churchhouso, 


B,  hi  10  A.  M.,  Nettle  Creek  church.  Hagers- 
,  at  10  A.  M„  Mohlcnn  ohurch,  Ohio. 

•  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rote.,  pel  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

■"'»" II  So 

onth  (4  «,ne.) 30 

months  (tjtiines) 1  90 

nths  <*>  limes) 1  co 

:ar  (S!  times) jo 

No  Cuts  ot  other  electro's  Inserted  unless  mounted 

Seed-Time. 


I  send  a  stiniplo  of 


Our  Publications, 


Children  at  Work.    Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school   lesson,  wit!-: 
planation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
small  children.     No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  lis 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religion; 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  ol  the  Broth 

ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  011I3 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe 


.rth  of  North  Mr 

19,  at  3  P.  M.,  Springfield  0 


,   Franklin  Coun-ty 

dar  Creek  church,  Ind. 

1,  Salem,  Oregon. 

sy  church.  Oregon, 
■son  Valley,  Pa. 


'.  M„  Hlokory  Grove,  Can 


20,  Rogue  Btv 


mi'  im.  nt  10;  ;»  a.  M.,  Maple  Grove  cl 

Co.,  Ohio,  8  miles  east  of  Deahler. 
ino  20  and  21,  Winona  church  WInoi 
.  M-,  Chippewa  chu 


arch,  Wood 
1  Co.,  Minn. 


20,  Chippewa  church,  Mich. 


ik  church,  Car 
3  Valley  congre 


I  28,  at  Laan 
-M.. 


rch,  Ind. 
congregation,  two  i 

Silver  Creek  churcl 

eet  Water  Lake  chi 

1  Waterloo  ohorch,  1 
Haven  ohurch,  Gratiot 


',  Battle  Creek. 

■  at 2  p,  M.,  Clear  On-L-k  .-liurcL,  iK-ar  limit- 

ton,  Ind. 

»  and  20.  at  2  P,   M.,  Wolf  River  church 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

Yom  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
ew  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

I.  It  is  non- sectarian. 

a.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 
3.  No  effort  i  s  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 
4..  It  in  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
exts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  nut  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
peculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
.  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
ause  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 

1. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  fou-id  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(i)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 
(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

{3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse.  • 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au* 
thorized  Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  othei 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {£>)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  is  a  sate  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

II.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  wiPl  eqtfi'p  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
tJie  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work   is  in  two  large  volumes.      The 
;cellent  and  the  binding  the  very 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  ant 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum *    So 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


prin 

best, 

Round  in  cloth,  per  set, 

Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -        -       4  5° 

Bound  in  morocco,       -  5  < 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good 
agents  desiring 


for  the  work.    Ad- 


dress: 


Brethren's 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


1,  Poultry,  Game  a 


j  addr< 


mths, . 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
s  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout,  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


StnglesubscrlptiOD,  < 


.  «c 


iXc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 
lished,  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

Stogie  subscription,  per  year, 10 

6  copies,  per  qmrter 15 

10  copies  and  over *%  cent 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.~Our  < 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleast 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 


lock 


No. 


!  Four  Deslgna, 
i  Four  Designs,  \ 


ib,  tlow-nxl  1 
1-  gilt  edge,  b 


1  Landscape,  alzellxfi^, .  .  .  . 

ind  Landscape,  slue  HljxBJ'ii  - 
I  Landscape,  size3J^x6i4, .  .  . 
aery,  size  3V£x6V£, 


Soripture  Text  Tickets,  red 

When  ordering  cards 

ber  and  price  as  well  as 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 
tised  here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdosen.  .  -I    ■ 


Class  Boofes,  per  dozen, .... 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  ohart  < 

per  quarter, 


Other  Helps.— We  aie  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  1 
Bibles  of  every  description,     Always  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  II 


t  the  best 
.  I  !M- 

■  ■  perfect 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


,   .in- 1   I  nilistftlvti- 


Start  a  Class 


.    STUDIES  ON 

ist."     Others 
No  tllulculty 


Easy  to  Teach. 

Easy  to  Learn. 

Easy  to  Pay  for. 


Iffi-Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles.etc.     Prices  the  lowest, 
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Highest  of  »U  jn  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


-  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  ft 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


FARM  FOR  SALE! 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 


N<n  ..I!  i 


to  foreign  lands  and  see  foi 
themselves  the.  many  interesting  sights   pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.     Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.     To  such  we 
recommend     "Europe     and     Bible     Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
tins     work     will    always     remain    a    favorite. 
Those   who  have   read  the  ordinary  book   of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  infilling  interest  for  both  old 
id  young.     Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
py  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Has  located  a  large  and  flourishing  colony  of 
JKItMAN  BAPTISTS  on  its  choice  agrleulturn 
nnds  In  POSTER,  WELLS  and  EDDY  Counties 
11  M.iirni  DAKOTA.    The  BRETHREN  have  or 

aQ  Him  funds  for  a  well-equipped  meetlnghoun 

Among  tbo  ninny  nch 

(Unities  Mm  following  may  be  mentioned: 

KAJLROAD  COMPETITION,  with  competing 
elevators,  and  numerous  platforms  for  loading 
grain  by  tin.  individual  shipper. 

The  soil  Is  a  BLACK  LOAM  resting  on  n  clay 
raltly  adapted  for  raising  wheat,  and 


ntages  ixmejiscd  by  these 


alls 


I  grain 


vogei 


a  flftypubllcs 


1  Kr.stfra 


1  « VII- 


1  sm  \i  I.  ;-Ti;  kams  ,, 
KING  WATKH.fi-ee  fr. 
I  Kill  I,  rim  In'  oliNiincii  at  a  depi  li  ..I  from  IS  h 

NATIVE  LIGNITE  COAL  sells  1 


220  S.  Clark  St. 


CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
145  »  "S3  Dearborn  St.        S.  Cregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO.    ILL. 


ntrally  located,  i 


•  Keetauriat  underneath.    Flnt 


■WSend  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


of  thi 

e  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
Address  this  office  for  further  particu 


Map  of  the  United  States. 


FREE  HOMES ! 

Brethren,  wishing  to  join 
the  original  colonies,  with 
organized  churches  and 
schools,  in  North  Dakota 
along  the  Great  Northern  I  mi/of 
RaDway,    where    the    veryP''yS,sol'"c'w'post"paid'  ^v1""11" 

J  '  J    are  prepared  to  push 

best  agricultural  lands  can  W(,rl<. 
be  had  under  the  homestead 
law,  and  can  be  lived  on  for 
seven  years  without  taxes, 
assessments  or  interest  on 
land,  are  invited  to  write  to 
the  undersigned,  who   has, 

in  the  last  three  years,  lo-  RHEUMATISM, 

cated  in  that  State  several 
thousand  settlers,  including 
Brethren  and  friends.  Reli- 
able printed  matter  sent 
free  to  any  address,  as  well 
as  personal  reply  to  all  let- 

MAX  BASS,  ...HOLMAN'S. 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


I  uIIut  railroad  stations 


n  ag  favorable  pr 
N1)S  soli  from  ?8.0 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing  I 


excuse  for  any  member 
church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 


Agent,  C.  B.  &Q. : 


isc,  is  issued  by  the 
lallcd  to  any  addres; 
»ge  by  P.  S.  Eubtis 
,  Chicago,  III. 


2SM 

P.  0.  Box 

IS.                     Pueblo,  Colo. 

FIXE 

tljACK  S 

I.K   WATCH  CHAINS. 

Tli.'x,-  an-  plain  -.«.,U.  Mir 

"::'"::l 

"£;;;!:',; 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -   Size,  5Xs 
This  is  the.  Style  ol  Type; 
CHAPTER  1. 

«  "':  •;» «-"  '  '<"  nJiSa&S'/JSatiS', 

THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'8us  Christ,  6  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid.  ctho  son  of  A'bra-ham. 
!  A'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
1'eaac  begat  Ja'cpb;  and  /Ja'cQb 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 
3  And  "Ju'das  begat  Pba'rSs  and 
Za-ri  of  Tha-raar;    and  ''Plia'res 


$4.00. 


Don't  (all  to  call  (or  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Address,  BRBTHIIBYS  PUBLISHING  CQHPAM, 

ML  Morris,  IIL 


j,  nin  iin  iuiii|-,|ii.i1  tivi-  iijHin  aji|j|irn- 

O.  W.  MOTX, 

("-ri.'rnl  Knii-rat ion  Ag..-i.t,  N,  P.  R  R 
;^IPPS,  St.Paul..M,;,n. 


There  i 
the  Brethi 
Plain  Clpthing,  not  having 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  ( 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
ir  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices 
reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

.WARSAW,  INI). 


EftftAAAJ 


:  A  ^  A  -*^-*-  a-  ■*-  jyj 


Brethren  Farmers 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


fuel.  Splendid  oltmate.  No  prairie' wind 
iiircls.  I[  \,  „„  i,|,.n|  Dlnct,  ,„,.  a  homo  A 
iiirt  ..f  llioHolmida  la  sot  nslilo  oxclun|vvly 


DUBBEL'S 

RED    THYME 

PAIN  CURB 


You  Want  a  Change.    Why? 


The  price  being  good  the  c 

The  winter  eats  what  the  s 

The  medicine  costs  more  than  bread. 

The  exposure  to  severe  cold  la  harder 


Then  Why  not  Go  to  the  Dos  Palos 
Colony  in  California? 


t  because  there  1 


If  You  Change  nt  all,  Change  Climate. 

Special  arrangements  will  be  made  next  fall  t( 
love  families  of  the  Brethren  with  furniture  am 
irm  effects.  A  large  movement  to  California  li 
ow  in  preparation.  If  you  think  of  Joining  on. 
f  the  Brethren's  companies  write  to  B.  Marks 
•238  Clark  street,  Chicago,  111.  Ho  will  tell  yol 
how  many  are  going,  where  from,  and  when,  li 
time  to  join 


Brother  Stover, 


mager  of  a  large  peach  farm  near  Edgonnml, 
I.,  and  uncle  of  our  dear  brother,  W.  B.  Stover, 
Unlsar,  India,  has  been  South  looking  for  0  lo* 
ion  in  a  good  fruit-growing  section.  After 
.veling  extensively  through  Georgia  he  went  to 

Fruitdale,  Alabama, 


there,  pronounced  It  tL 
He  has  taken  steps  to 
closing  up  his  businoi 
■  to  Fruitdale   in 


i  place  ho  hud  found. 


WF     RIIY    c"»™lk*<1   P^f-BO  stamps. 
lit     DUl     any  for  .sale,  or  can  you  gn 

prices  we  pay.  "  'WABASH  STAME 


FREE 


TO  ALL  READERS 


I  will  be  pleased  to  mail 


THE  MESSENGER. 


ft-ee  sample 
1  Tabloids 
iger,   now 


The  sample 


'nothing  and 

of  dollars  t 


agents.     Special    terms  to  readers  of  tbe 
Messenger  on  application.    Address 

DR.  E.  1.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  for  the  United  Stele* 
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headmen  of  theatres,  and  'society  women'  of  bad 
repute,  for  a  sordid  pittance  with  which  to  run  the 
:hurch, — into  shame  and  everlasting  contempt?" 


HOME  AND  FAMILY 


landings.    By  Phi: 


^-EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY^ 

The  warden  of  one  of  the  County  alms-houses 
in  New  Jersey  had  a  peculiar  experience  not  long 
ago.  The  old  quarters,  occupied  by  the  men,  be- 
came crowded  and  somewhat  dilapidated.  An 
adjoining  building  was  neatly  fitted  up,  and  when 
everything  was  in  good  shape,  one  hundred  of  the 
men  were  requested  to  move  their  things  over  and 
take  possession  of  their  new  and  improved  home. 
Forty  of  the  men  refused  to  do  anything,  saying 
that  they  were  not  sent  there  to  work  for  nothing. 
So,  rather  than  do  a  little  something,  solely  for 
their  own  comfort,  they  left  the  place.  They  were 
about  as  wise  as  many  professing  Christians.  They 
are  willing  to  remain  in  the  church,  and  enjoy  all 
the  good  of  the  kingdom  just  as  long  as  they  can 
do  about  as  they  please.  But  as  soon  as  called  on 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  any  good  cause  they 
protest.  People  who  live  on  the  charity  of  Jesus 
ought  to  be  willing  to  do  their  utmost  for  the 
cause  of  Christianity  and  the  glory  of  the  kingdom. 


The  Christian  Leader  is  sound  on  the  church 
begging  question.  It  says:  "  Does  the  church  lean 
on  the  world  for  support?  Measurably  it  does. 
The  appeals  for  money  which  the  church  makes  to 
the  world,  through  all  sorts  of  concerts  and  en- 
tertainments and  festivals,  which  minister  only  to 
the  emotions,  imagination  and  appetite,  and  which 
are  devoid  of  all  spiritual  aspirations,  make  the 
fact  evident  that  the  church  is  leaning  largely 
upon  the  world.  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  the 
'  Church  of  the  First-born '  is  so  selfish  and  covet- 
ous and  niggardly, — so  lost  to  all  sense  of  self- 
respect,— as  to  go  cringing  before  an  exacting 
world,  and  begging  of  saloonists  and  distillers  of 
alcohol,  and  dancing-masters,  and  sportsmen,  and 


Setting  up  a  new  Republic,  and  getting  things 
in  good  running  order,  is  very  much  like  setting 
up  housekeeping  without  any  experience.  That 
is  Brazil's  situation.  Some  years  ago  the  coun- 
try,— and,  by  the  way,  it  is  almost  as  large  as  the 
United  States, — had  a  very  prudent  ruler,  but  his 
government  was  overthrown,  and  after  the  shed- 
ding of  much  blood  and  the  loss  of  much  proper- 
ty, a  Republican  form  of  government  was  estab- 
lished, which  still  prevails  in  name,  at  least,  but 
there  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of  returning  to 
menarchy.  It  is  believed  that  the  Brazilians  are 
not  capable  of  self-government,  and  one  of  our  ex- 
changes suggests  as  a  reason,  for  this  state  of  af- 
fairs, that  there  are  too  many  Roman  Catholics 
in  the  country.  It  is  maintained  that  Switzerland 
is  the  only  republic  worthy  the  name,  governed  by 
Roman  Catholics.  This  is  certainly  a  sad  com- 
ment on  that  body  of  people.  A  religion  that 
does  not  make  people  capable  of  self-government 
is  unfit  for  the  masses. 


that  they  will  soon  be  permitted  to  enter  the  land 
in  force,  and  turn  the  hearts  of  these  Ethiopians  to 
the  Lord.  The  F.unuch,  baptized  by  Philip,  was 
probably  from  this  part  of  Africa. 


Men  are  constantly  getting  up  schemes  to  gain 
little  transient  notoriety  and  secure  some  perish- 
able money.  An  army  veteran  proposes  to  ride 
from  New  York  to  Paris  on  horseback.  He  pro- 
poses to  make  the  trip  with  one  American  broncho 
ai,d  iblnki  he  -an  re.dl  his  dcslil.o.^..  i.i  a  1^-lU 
less  than  three  years.  His  plan  is  to  ride  to  Chi- 
cago, then  to  the  Pacific  Coast  in  the  north,  on  to 
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:h  Behring  Strait  d 
so  as  to  ride  across  into  Asia  or 
there  he  will  have  to  ride  over  five 
to  reach  Moscow,  Russia.  Then 
Berlin,  hoping  to  reach  Paris  ii 
World's  Fair  in  igoo.  Should  he 
ing  his  American  broncho  into  Paris,  he  will  re- 
ceive a  greater  ovation  than  would  be  accorded 
the  most  worthy  philanthropist  of  earth.  People 
are  ever  ready  to  honor  the  man  who  does 
some  foolish  thing  that  can  be  of  no  benefit  what- 
ever to  humanity.  This  shows  just  how  much  real 
foolishness  there  is  in  our  make-up. 


The  faith-healer  who  did  a  thriving  business  in 
Denver,  sometime  ago,  and  then  suddenly  disap- 
peared, is  heard  from  now  and  then.  The  Christian 
Advocate,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  gives  him  this  passing 
notice:  "  One  of  those  blasphemous  humbugs  that 
are  now  afflicting  the  country,  'Schrader,  the  di- 
vine healer,'  was  in  Nashville  a  week  or  so  ago.  A 
number  of  people,  more  or  less  afflicted  with  id- 
iocy and  other  complaints,  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  profit  by  the  imposition  of  his 
hands.  The 'healer' has  learned  the  tricks  of  the 
trade.  He  declines  to  make  any  charge  for  his 
services,  but  accepts  the  free-will  offerings  of  his 
patients,— and  also,  as  do  some  others,  peddles  his 
photographs.  There  is  a  practical  sagacity  in  this 
method  of  getting  compensation  that  is  quite 
worthy  of  the  children  of  this  world.  In  the  midst 
of  any  infection  of  enthusiasm,  gratitude  is  likely  to 
give  more  for  supposed  favors  than  mere  justice 
could  venture  to  exact.  The  'healer'  knows  which 
side  of  his  bread  is  buttered.  He  follows  in  the 
wake  of  all  those  miserable  quacks  and  pretenders 
who  seek  a  reputation  for  unselfish  generosity,  and 
yet  manage  to  feather  their  own  nests.  It  is  sad 
to  tell,  but  is,  nevertheless,  the  fact  that  the  police 
broke  up  his  pretty  game  by  threatening  to  arrest 
•..,,  r.„  .,,,,.:,.:,.„  medicine  without  a  license. 
This  was  followed  by  his  instant  departure  from 
the  city,  without  leaving  a  blessing  behind  him. 
Schrader  and  his  like  serve  one  useful  purpose: 
they  gauge  the  depths  of  the  public  stupidity." 


The  defeat  of  the  Italians  by  the  Abyssinians, 
of  which  mention  was  made  sometime  ago,  calls 
for  more  information  concerning  the  King  of 
this  far-away  country.  Abyssinia  is  in  Western 
Africa,  near  the  Red  Sea,  and  is  located  entirely 
within  the  Torrid  Zone.  Considerable  of  the  coun- 
try is  mountainous,  while  other  portions  are  noted 
for  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  the  varied  products. 
The  people  claim  to  be  of  the  Ethiopian  race,  are 
black  and  of  great  physical  strength  and  endur- 
ance. They  are  nominal  Christians,  but  their  re- 
ligion is  so  marred  by  traditions  and  strange  cere- 
monies, that  it  little  resembles  the  system  of  faith 
and  practice  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament.  The 
King,  Menelic,  claims  to  be  a  descendant  of  Queen 
Sheba.  He  and  his  wife  live  in  a  luxurious  pal- 
ace, furnished  and  adorned  after  European  style. 
He  is  a  man  past  middle  age,  full  of  energy,  and 
is  aiming  to  bring  his  people  up  to  a  respectable 
standard  of  civilization.  He  encourages  such  im- 
provements as  will  develop  his  country.  He  is 
surrounded  by  educated  and  skillful  counselors 
from  Europe,  and  keeps  himself  posted  on  the  gen- 
eral movements  going  on  in  the  world.  Christian 
missionaries  have  not  done  as  much  for  Abyssinia, 
as  for  some  other  countries,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 


In  the  next  world  there  will  be  many,  things 
cleared  up  that  have  given  unnecessary  rise  to  a 
great  deal  of  thinking  and  surmising.  Some  of 
these  mysteries  are  now  and  then  solved  even  in 
this  life,  much  to  the  comfort,  and  sometimes  to 
the  discomfort  of  those  interested.  An  occurrence 
of  this  kind  is  reported  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  daily  Inter  Ocean:  "Judge  Marbro,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  standing  on  the  platform  at  Fowler, 
Ind.,  when  the  Chicago  Limited  of  the  Big  Four 
pulled  in.  In  the  parlor  car  sat  a  woman  whom  he 
thought  he  knew.  He  approached  her  and  they 
recognized  one  another  immediately.  It  was  his 
wife,  whom  he  married  twenty  years  ago  in  Eng- 
land. She  was  the  daughter  of  Lord  Lindsley. 
Her  father  was  so  opposed  to  the  marriage,  that 
he  induced  her  to  leave  her  husband  about  six 
months  after  they  were  married.  She  relented 
and  desired  to  return  to  her  husband,  but  was  in- 
formed and  made  to  believe  that  Marbro  was  dead. 
Marbro,  incensed  at  his  wife's  supposed  infidelity, 
came  to  America.  He  was  shortly  after  informed 
that  she  had  secured  a  divorce  from  him.  In  a 
few  months  after  their  separation  a  son  was  born 
to  Mrs.  Marbro,  who  is  now  in  the  English  navy. 
On  the  death  of  Lord  Lindsley,  Mrs.  Marbro  fell 
heir  to  £3,000,000  in  estates  and  money.  She  has 
since  married  and  has  three  children  by  the  sec- 
ond union.  She  was  en  route  through  here  to  visit 
a  sister  in  San  Francisco.  Judge  Marbro  is 
wealthy  and  is  also  married."  As  these  two  peo- 
ple journey  on  in  life  they  will  cherish  feelings  for 
each  other  which  probably  they  dare  not  reveal. 
What  a  sad  mistake  the  father  made  when  he  in- 
duced his  daughter  to  leave  the  husband  of  her 
love.  Yet  those  who  lead  the  trusting  ones  away 
from  Christ  are  guilty  of  a  still  greater  mistake, 
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ening  shadows  gather, 
And  the  lone  day's  work  is  done; 

;li  thru  unknown  contitrv 
Out  beyond  the  setting  sun, 

11  the  weary  waiting', 

In  their  peaceful  rest  to  share, 

No  more  need  of  anguished  purling, 

We  shall  know  eat  h  Other  there. 
Cherished  forms  who  walked  beside  11: 

1  lown  the  aisles  of  by-gone  years, 
How  we  watched  them  fade  and  vanis 

Through  a  mist  of  falling  tears; 
Loving  voices  hushed  in  silence, 

Joining  now  the  angel  band, 
Singing  glory,  hallelujah, 

Over  in  the  Bculah  (and. 
Hut  if  Jesus  bids  us  enter 

Through  the  pearly  portals  wide, 
They  will  he  the  first  to  meet  us, 

Over  on  the  other  side; 
Safe  within  our  Father's  manstt  n. 
Clad  in  robes  so  bright  and  fair. 
Hymning  out  a  joyous  welcome, 

We  shall  know  each  other  there. 
All  the  way  they've  walked  beside  us, 

Ever  near  us  though  unseen, 

Hidden  from  our  blinded  vision 

By  the  veil  that  fell  between; 

All  the  while  their  tender  accents 

Whispered  words  of  love  and  cheer, 
But  life's  battle  raged  so  fiercely 

That  our  ears  were  dull  to  hear. 
Hush,  then,  each  rebellious  murmur, 

For  we,  too,  arc  going  home; 
Going  to  find  our  household  treasures. 
When  these  tired  feet  cease  to  roam. 
On  the  resurrection  morning, 

Free  from  toil  and  free  from  care. 
With  our  tear-dimmed  eyes  made  perfei 
We  shall  know  each  other  there. 


THE  BAPTISM  OF  FIRC. 


BY  JAMES  W.  BEEGHLY. 
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ists'  Department  of  Gospel  M 
No.  14.  page  217,  in  answer  to  C.  D.,  the  bap- 
tism .of  fire  is  represented  as  being  the  fire  of 
hell  or  eternal  punishment.  Of  course  questions 
are  much  easier  asked  than  answered,  but  their 
answer,  although  quite  popular,  seems  to  be  so 
very  absurd  that  1  cannot  let  it  pass  by  unnoticed. 
I  would,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  offer  an  entirely 
different  answer  for  the  careful  consideration  of 
the  reader. 

John  was  preaching  to  the  very  persons  he  was 
baptizing.  In  verse  ten  he  tells  them  plainly  that 
if  they  fail  to  repent  and  continue  to  bring  forth 
fruit  that  is  not  good,  they  shall  be  hewn  down  and 
cast  into  the  fire.  This  fire  most  certainly  repre- 
sents the  fire  of  hell. 

Now,  in  verse  eleven,  he  says,  "I  ind 
you  with  water,  but  he  that  cometh  aft 
baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
The  same  Christ  that  should  come  after  him,  and 
baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  should'  also 
baptize  the  same  individuals  with  fire.  Had  John's 
hearers  understood  him  to  mean  that  this  baptism 
of  fire,  which  was  to  follow  his  baptism  of  water, 
was  fire  of  hell,  then  certainly  not  all  Jerusalem 
and  Judea,  etc.,  would  have  flocked  to  his  baptism. 
None  should  have  wanted  that  kind  of  a  baptis.ni. 
The  Holy  Ghost  baptism  that  he  spoke  of  was  cer- 
tainly that  of  Pentecost,  and  the  sign  of  the  fire 
baptism  was  the  cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire,  and 
the  baptism  of  fire,  instead  of  representing  eternal 
punishment  or  God's  wrath,  represents  his  love. 

Indestructibility  of  matter  is  a  principle  of  phi- 
losophy, yet  matter  may  be  changed  from  one  form 
to  another.  In  changing  the  form  of  matter,  fire 
has  always  been  the  greatest  agency.  So  love  is 
the  greatest  agency  in  transforming  fallen  man  to 
the  image  of  Christ.  As  fire  has  always  been 
the  greatest  refining  agency,  so  love  is  the  great 


agency  through  which  we  must  be  prompted  to 
the  obedience  of  the  truth  that  is  to  purify  our 
souls.  Hence  I  understand  that  John's  prophecy 
of  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  fire,  was 
literally  fulfilled  at  Pentecost,  Acts  2:  3,  and  that 
the  baptism  of  fire  has  no  reference  whatever  to 
eternal  punishment. 

Continuing,  verse  twelve  says,  "Whose  fan  is  in 
his  hand  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  his  floor 
and  gather  the  wheat  into  the  garner,  but  will 
burn  up  the  chaff,  representing  our  weakness  and 
imperfection,  and  the  dross  of  human  nature,  with 
the  unquenchable  fire  of  God's  love, — the  only 
kind  of  a  fire  I  would  be  able  to  enumerate  as  un- 
quenchable. Surely  no  one  doubts  God's  ability 
to  quench  hell  fire,  if  he  desired  to  do  so.  But 
John  says,  "God  is  love,"  hence  if  he  would 
quench  his  love,  he  would  quench  himself.  For 
this  reason  I  understand  his  love  to  be  unquencha- 
ble, and  his  love  the  unquenchable  fire,  and  the 
soul  of  the  redeemed,  after  having  passed  the  re- 
fining process,  shall  be  ready  for  its  garner, — the 
mansion  prepared  for  it  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world. 

Now  these  two  answws  to  the  same  question  are 
so  vastly  different,  that  either  one  or  the  other  is 
basely  absurd  and  incorrect.  I  therefore  urge  a 
careful  consideration  of  both,  and  a  further  inves- 
tigation after  the  correct  exposition  of  the  text. 
.  la  ident,  Md. 

REMARKS. 

In  an  wering  queries  we  give  our  understanding 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  frequently  permit  those  who 
differ  from  us  to  also  give  their  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  then  let  the  readers  accept  that  which 
seems  most  reasonable.  In  these  remarks  we  do 
not  wish  to  make  reference  to  fire  baptism,  for  we 
have  repeatedly  stated  how  we  understood  the 
Scriptures  on  that  subject,  but  we  wish  to  state 
that  our  brother  certainly  misapplies  the  teaching 
of  John,  when  he  says  that  the  "unquenchable 
fire"  of  Matt.  3:  12  is  God's  love.  John  was  con- 
trasting the  good  and  the  bad,  the  one  he  called 
"wheat,"  the  other  "chaff,"  and  was  showing  how 
the  righteous  would  be  gathered  into  the  garner 
of  heaven,  and  the  wicked  be  cast  into  the  fire  of 
hell.  To  say  that  fire  here  means  love  is  to  de- 
stroy the  force  of  the  figure.  If  there  is  any  one 
thing  made  clear  in  the  Scriptures  it  is,  that  the 
righteous  are  to  be  saved  in  heaven  and  the  wicked 
cast  into  hell,  or  "  into  the  eternal  fire  which  is 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,"  as  the  Re- 
vised rendering  has  it.     Matt.  25:  4i\—  Ed. 

AWAKE,  O  SLEEPERI 
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There 
Jonah. 


was  a  seer  in  Israel  whose  name  was 
The  Lord  told  him  to  go  to  Nineveh,  as 
their  wickedness  had  become  very  great.  But  as 
Jonah  did  not  want  to  go  there,  he  ran  down  to 
Joppa,  and  there  found  a  ship  that  would  sail  for 
Tarshi-h,  so  he  paid  his  fare  and  went  on  board. 
He  seemed  to  think  the  Lord  would  not  find  him, 
but  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  well  on  its  way,  the 
Lord  sent  forth  a  great  tempest  into  the  sea. 
Then  the  mariners  were  afraid,  and  cried  every 
man  unto  his  God.  Then  they  threw  their  goods 
into  the  sea,  so  that  the  ship  would  not  sink. 

Jonah  was  down  in  the  ship,  fast  asleep,  when 
he  should  have  been  on  duty.  He  was  like  many 
of  our  ministers  to-day— they  are  asleep  on  city 
mission  work.  Like  Jonah,  they  run  away  from 
duty.  They  are  asleep  to  the  active  work  of  the 
ministry,  the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  to  the  convert- 
ing of  souls.  They  are  taking  a  nap  when  there 
is  no  time  for  sh 


ne  d 


eping. 


vited. 


not  go,  excepting  where  they  are 
Paul     went    where 


was  not  invited. 
For  that  reason  he  was  persecuted  from-city  to 
city. 

Some   of  our  ministers   have   it   so   pleasant  at 
home  that  it  may  be  a  hinderance  to  active  church 


work.  On  the  other  hand  we  should  not  neglect 
to  support  those  who  are  wilrlng  and  talented,  to 
do  the  required  work  of  an  evangelist.  "If  there 
be  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  t0 
that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath 
not."     2  Cor.  S:  12. 

"  From  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  mouth 
speaketh."  We  are  always  ready  to  talk  on  world- 
ly matters,  but  very  timid  on  spiritual  matters 
If  we  want  to  imitate  Christ  we  would  not  be  that 
way,  but  be  more  Christ-like  in  all  our  examples, 
instead  of  having  our  rrfinds  taken  up  with  pleas- 
ure and  worldly  gain. 

It  appears  the  Corinthian  brethren  were  asleep 
on  the  part  of  making  an  effort  to  enlighten  those 
that  had  not  the  knowledge  of  God.  There  are 
many  now  who  have  not  the  knowfedge  of  God 
and  this  is  our  shame. 

When  the  shipmaster  came  to  Jonah,  he  said  un- 
to him,  "O  sleeper,  arise,  call  upon  thy  God,  that 
we  perish  not."  The  man  knew  that  he  fled  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  because  he  had  told 
them.  Then  they  cast  lots  that  they  might  know 
who  was  to  blame  for  this.  The  lot  fell  on  Jonah 
Then  they  wanted  to  know  his  nationality.  He 
said,  "  I  am  a  Hebrew  and  have  fled  from  the 
Lord."  He  tells  them:  "Take  me  and  cast  me 
into  the  sea."  They  did  not  want  to  do  this  and 
tried  to  get  the  ship  to  land.  Finally,  at  Jonah's 
request,  they  cast  him  into  the  sea.  Then  the  sea 
grew  calm,  and  Jonah  was  swallowed  by  a  great 
fish.  Then  his  soul  fainted  within  him.  He  re- 
membered the  Lord  and  prayed  to  his  God.  He 
was  restored  to  dry  land  again,  and  he  was  told 
the  second  time  to  go  unto  Nineveh,  that  great 
and  wicked  city,  and  preach  unto  them  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Lord.  The  people  believed  God  and 
repented. 

There  are  many  Jonahs  to-day.  They  are  con- 
tinually running  away  from  duty.  They  are  "  can- 
not" men.  They  cannot  go  except  on  an  invita- 
tion. They  cannot  pick  up  sticks  and  help  to 
build  the  fire,  as  Paul  did.  They  can  preach 
but  a  few  sermons  until  they  want  a  rest.  Th», 
cannot  endure  the  pressure  of  a  frontier  life,  to 
open  up  new  fields  of  labor,  but  merely  go  over 
the  ground  that  others  have  traveled.  They  can- 
not remain  away  from  home  long  enough  to  get 
the  work  started. 

Missionary  work  commences  at  home,  in  the  fam- 
ily, in  the  community,  before  city  work  can  be 
reached.  Probably  Jonah  thought  he  had  not  done 
his  duty  at  home  and  therefore  ran  away  from 
duty.  We  may  be  remiss  in  our  duty  to  foreign 
as  well  as  home  and  city  mission  work.  It  is  not 
so  much  whether  the  heathen  is  going  to  be  saved 
as  it  is  whether  we  are  going  to  be  saved,— living 
in  a  Gospel  land  of  light  and  liberty  and  under 
religious  influences.  Instead  of  accepting  the 
Savior,  young  men  step  into  the  gambling-hall  and 
rum-shop,  and  those  of  the  weaker  sex  often  fall 
into  evil  ways.  "Therefore  let  us  not  sleep  as  do 
others,  but  kt  us  watch  and  be  sober."  Eph.  5:  14. 
We  may  be  asleep  to  the  directing  of  the  family 
altar.  We  may  be  asleep  to  the  teaching  of  the 
Bible  to  our  children.  Our  Bible  may  be  lost  to 
us,  as  it  was  to  the  king  of  old. 

"  Woe  to  them  that  are  at  ease  in  Zion  and  trust 
in  the  mountain  of  Samaria."  Many  are  asleep  to 
the  Gospel  call,  and  neglect  to  do  their  duty. 


ORTHODOXY. 


•  It  is  passing  strange  that  we  have  so  many  men 
in  our  day  opposing  the  orthodox  principles  of  the 
Christian  church.  When  I  say  Christian  church 
I  mean  the  church  founded  by  Jesus  Christ,  into 
which  he  inoculated  the  divine  essence  of  right- 
eousness, in  harmony  with  God  himself.  The  apos- 
tles were  orthodox,  in  so  far  as  they  preached  and 
practiced  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  and  in  this  re- 
spect they  were  truly  orthodox.  This  is  the  kind  of 
orthodoxy  we  want  to  hold  to,  and,  surely,  <"> 
sane  man  can  find  fault  with  any  one  thus  living 


June  13.  rifeC- 

0Ut  the  divine  precepts  of  the  Bible.  But  if  ortho- 
doxy is  so  interpreted  as  to  mean  living  out  the 
creeds  and  disciplines  of  men,  differing  from  apos- 
tolic precedent,  we  want  none  of  that. 

Because  there  has  been  a  departure  in  the  Chris- 
tian world,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  practices  of 
the  Apostolic  church,  is  no  reason  why  there 
should  be  hue  and  cry  against  orthodoxy  in  church 
discipline. 

There  seems,  just  now,  a  mania  for  new  church 
organizations  on  new  lines,  ignoring  orthodox  the- 
ories. There  may  be  a  reason  for  a  new  theology. 
There  was  so  little  of  real  Christianity  in  the 
great  mass  of  professing  Christianity,  that  it  no 
longer  satisfied  the  inquiring  mind  and  longing  de- 
sires of  the  soul  looking  to  a  future  life.  There- 
fore we  need  not  wonder  at  the  world,  in  a  meas- 
ure, running  to  and  fro,  seeking  new  ideals  to  wor- 
ship. The  amalgamation  or  union  of  the  young 
people  in  organizations,  is  going  to  result,  at  no 
distant  day,  in  the  demoralization  of  denomination- 
al lines,  and  a  unity  of  religious  endeavor  that  will 
sweep  almost  the  entire  religious  world,  outside  of 
true  Bible  orthodoxy,  with  such  force  as  to  cause  even 
the  elect  to  wonder  and  be  amazed.  But  as  God 
is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day  and  forever,  and  the 
Gospel  still  the  real,  potent  power  unto  salvation, 
wc  should  not,  by  any  means,  swerve  from  the  true 
denominational  or  sect  line  of  apostolic  succes- 
sion. True  orthodoxy,  in  line  with  Gospel  prin- 
ciples is  the  only  succession  worthy  of  claim,  and 
it  will  focalize  in  the  eternities  with  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect,  no  matter  under  what  dis- 
pensation they  lived. 

As  our  young  people  are  entering  largely  into 
work  and  influence  in  the  church,  it  behooves  us  to 
ever  keep  in  view  the  importance  of  inculcating 
into  our  children  the  true  doctrine,  real  Christian 
orthodoxy,  that,  with  the  renewed  energies  of  the 
church,  she  shall  be  a  power  for  good,— a  light, 
distinguishable  from  the  many  blazing  rockets 
that  dart  athwart  the  moral  heavens  and  revolve 
for  awhile  in  their  man-made  orbits  and  then  pass 

fc^Bd,  with  Gospel  power,  is  to  be  the  pillar  of 
fire  to  lead,  or  the  world  will  go  down  in  the  black- 
ness of  darkness.  Christ  must  lead  in  spirit  and 
power,  or  all  will  be  lost.  Having  a  name  let  us  be 
not  dead,  but  alive  and  active,  ever  bearing  aloft 
the  banner  of  truth,  though  we  have  to  wade 
through  "bloody  seas"  of  opposition,  in  ways  of 
scoffs  and  scorns,  because  we  will  not  be  branded 
with  the  mark  of  the  beast.  The  very  men  who 
are  most  prominent  in  denouncing  orthodoxy  and 
crying  out,  "  Away  with  church  creed,"  are  them- 
selves foes  to  order,  and  are  near  akin  to  anarchy 
in  religious  privileges.  Menjyho  denounce  creeds 
are  usually  the  most  dogmatical  beings  on  the 
face  of  the  earth,  because  they  want  all  men  to  ac- 
cept their  opinions  without  giving  any  credit  to 
their  opponents  for  theirs.  Such  a  person  has  a 
creed  of  his  own  imagination,  and  wants  the  whole 
world  to  accept  it.  Can  there  be  a  dogmatism 
more  absurd?  The  devil  has  been  a  foe  to  Bible  or- 
thodoxy and  the  apostolic  creed  for  lo  these  many 
years.  We  are  not  ready  to  shake  hands  with  him 
over  the  unfathomable  gulf  yet. 
Los  Angeles,  Col. 
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"  SWEETER  THAN  HONEY."— Psa.  119:  103. 


BY  C.  H.   BALSIUUf.ll. 


To  J.  R.  Spackt,  of  New  Stark,  Ohio:— 

We  learn  to  prize  things  in  proportion  as  we 
gam  a  deeper  appreciation  of  their  value.  The 
carnal  eye  sees  not  the  beauty  of  holiness;  and  the 
heart  that  is  surfeited  with  the  dainties  of  sense, 
has  no  relish  for  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the  Son  of 
G°d-  What  nourishes  and  ravishes  a  saint,  nau- 
*cates  a  sinner.  The  Bread  of  Heaven  is  dis- 
tasteful and  repulsive  to  the  soul  that  knows  not 

0ct:   the   onions   and    garlic   and     cucumbers    of 

gJ'Pt  are  preferable.     Sum,  11:  5, 
n  the   midst   of   heaven's   bountiful  provisions, 

e  soul  of  the    ungodly  is    famished.    What  is 


"sweeter  than  honey"  to  the  God-born,  is  carrion 
to  the  children  of  the  wicked  one.  A  crust  or 
crumb  from  heaven's  loaf  outweighs,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  believer,  all  the  luxuries  of  the  epi- 
curean. 

"What  think  ye  of  Christ?"  is  the  line  between 
holiness  and  sin,  heaven  and  hell.  David  said,  or 
whoever  wrote  the  one  hundred  and  nineteenth 
Psalm,  "How  sweet  are  Thy  words  unto  my  taste: 
yea,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth."  Psa.  119: 
103.  Solomon  has  this  exquisite  testimony  for  his 
prospective  ideal:  "  My  Belovtd  is  white  and  ruddy, 
the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand."  "  His  mouth 
is  most  sweet:  yea,  He  is  altogether  lovely." 
Canticles  5:  10,  16.  John  pictures  this  ideal  in 
these  words:  "The  Word  was  God."  The  "Word 
was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  tts,  and  we  beheld 
His  glory."  John  1:  i,  14,  And  the  heaven- 
wrapt  Paul  has  this  to  say  for  himself:  "Yea, 
doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the 

EXCELLENCY  OF  THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  CHRIST  JE- 
SUS MY  LORD:  for  whom  /  have  suffered  the  loss 
of  all  things  and  do  count  them  but  dung,  that  I  may 
win  CHRIST  and  be  found  in  Him."  Philpp.  3: 
8,  9.  No  wonder  the  soul  of  Faber  overflowed 
with  the  wonderful  words: 

"  Jesus,  Jesus,  dearest  Lord,  forgive  me  if  I  say, 
For  very  love,  thy  precious  name  a  thousand  times  a  day: 
I  love  thee  so  I  know  not  how  my  transports  to  control, 
Thy  love  is  like  a  burning  fire  within  my  very  soul." 

The  Bible  is  the  cardiphonia  of  Jehovah,  and 
heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away  sooner  than  one 
jot  or  tittle  of  God's  Word  should  fail.  "  Forever, 
O  Lord,  Thy  Word  is  settled  in  heaven."  Psa. 
119:  89.  "The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words: 
as  silver  tried  in  a  furnace  of  earth,  pwified  seven 
times."  Psa.  12:  6.  "Sanctify  them  through  Thy 
Truth:  Thy  Word  is  Truth,"     John  17:  17. 

Not  the  letter,  but  the  living,  loving,  mighty, 
eternal  God  Christ  that  is  behind  it.  The  man  of 
Nazareth  would  be  no  more  than  the  man  of  Beth 
saida,  or  Tarsus,  or  Jericho,  were  he  not  verj 
"  God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  What  a  mockery 
would  Matt.  11:  28  be,  if  Jesus  were  not  "in  the 
form  of  God,  and  equal  with  God."  Philpp.  2:  6. 
Only  a  fanatic  could  write  1  Tim.  1:  15,  if  Paul  had 
not  an  immutable  witness  "  in  which  it  was 
possible  for  God  to  lie."  Heb.  6:  18.  None 
a  miserably  blinded  enthusiast  could  give  utter- 
ance to  such  outbursts  of  con6dence  as  we  find  in 
Gal.  2:  20,  and  Philpp.  1:  23. 

Why  is  the  Word  of  God  so  sweet  to  the  bel 
er?     Because  by  faith  we  have  an  undubitable  1 
ness,  and  are  sealed  by  the   Holy  Spirit  unto  the 
day   of   redemption.     Eph.    1:    13,    14,   and   4:   30. 
The    faith   which   the    Gospel  enjoins  involves  all 
that  Christ  has  provided,  and  the   Holy  Spirit  dis- 
penses.    To  make  Matt.  5:  44  "sweeter  than  hon- 
ey," requires  something  more  than   ordinances  and 
church-membership,  and  faultless  ecclesiastical  d 
corum. 

Sometimes  fidelity  to  the  truth  renders  it  nec- 
essary to  say  boldly,  "Ye  stiffnecked  and  un- 
circumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do  always  n 
the  Holy  Ghost."  Acts  7:  51.  Then  look  out  for 
a  shower  of  stones.  These  missiles  do  not  alway: 
come  from  the  outside  world;  plenty  of  them  an 
hurled  by  hands  that  have  broken  the  bread  of  thi 
the  holy  sacrament,  and  lifted  to  their  lips  the 
cup  of  the  symbolic  blood  of  atonement. 

O,  how  infinitely  sweeter  than  honey  do  then  the 
seven-times  purified  words  of  inspiration  become! 
"  None  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my 
life  dear  unto  myself"  Acts  20:  24.  If  we  want 
to  know  what  grace  can  do  for  a  persecuted 
soul,  let  us  study  2  Cor.  6:  4  to  10,  and  n:  23  to 
31,  and  parallel  passages. 

Those  who  are  hungry  for  upper-world  luxu 
will  gladly  lay  down  the  Messenger  again  and 
again,  and  refer  to  the  Holy  Oracles  for  the  co 
firmation  and  enlargement  of  what  they  are^  reai 
ing.  To  gather  sweetness  out  of  such  testimony 
requires  the  unmistakable  indwelling  .of  Christ, 
How  often  have  I  been  driven  to  the  direst  ex- 
tremity, so  that  there  was  nothing  left  but  the  full, 
dripping  honey-comb  of  Psalm  62;  5,  and  Philpp, 


4:  tg,  and  Eph.  3:  20!  "My  soul,  wait  thou  only 
upon  God:  for  my  expectation  is  from  Him."  "My 
God  shall  supply  all  your  need  according  to  His 
riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus."  "Able  to  do 
eding  abundantly  above  all  that  tve  ask  or  think, 

ACCORDING  TO  HlS  POWER  THAT  WORKETH  IN    US." 

When  I  consider  the  extravagance  that  prevails 
among  the  Brethren  in  many  things,  the  thousands 
of  dollars  spent  for  tobacco  and  other  spirit-griev- 
ing indulgences,  while  the  work  of  evangelization  is 
languishing  and  souls  perishing  for  whose  rescue 
we  make  no  effort,  I  feel  a  burden  on  my  heart 
that  would  crush  mc  were  it  not  for  the  sweet  as- 
surance of  2  Cor.  3:  14,  15,  16,  and  4:  5  to  11.  I 
know  well  that  some  of  the  old  Philippians  are 
still  left  and  their  hearts  will  burn  with  indigna- 
tion at  so  much  Scripture,  and  such  a  lofty  stand- 
ard of  spirituality.  But  I  can  only  weep  over 
them  as  Paul  did.  Philpp,  3:  18,  19.  But  what- 
ever may  befall  the  true  Christian,  we  have  this 
precious  bit  of  honey  to  comfort  us.  1  Pet.  1: 
5.  6,  7. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


THE  LORD'S  WAY. 


BY  H.  S.  CREDLEBAUtJH. 


Isa,  35:  8,  says  of  the  way  of  God  that  "the  way- 
faring men  though  fools  shall  not  err  therein." 
Jesus  says  in  Matt.  18:  3,  "Except  ye  be  con- 
verted and  become  as  little  children,  yc  shall  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  James  2:  10 
says,  "  For  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law 
and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all." 

From  the  foregoing,  as  well  as  all  the  teachings 
and  examples  in  the  Bible,  we  must  conclude  that 
the  true  follower  of  Jesus  must  follow  his  teach- 
ings in  child-like  simplicity,  closely  following 
every  command.  Whether  we  understand  wherein 
the  virtue  lies  or  not,  simply  accept  it  because  the 
Bible  says  so,  knowing  that  the  Father  knoweth 
best. 

The  object  of  this  article  is  that  some  one  may, 
by  the  help  of  God,  be  made  to  sacrifice  his  own 
preconceived  opinions,  and  the  old  customs  of  the 
church  they  may  live  in,  and  take  God  at  his  Word, 
and  thereby  do  his  will.  I  have  observed  some 
usages  in  some  congregations  which  pain  me,  and 
which  I  would  ask  all  to  consider  well,  while  life 
lasts,  for  I  realize  that  Christ  says  in  John  12:  48, 
"The  words  that  I  have  spoken,  the  same  shall 
judge  us  in  the  last  day." 

1.  We  have  in  some  congregations,  what  are 
termed  private  councils,  or  a  council  of  the  officers 
of  the  church  behind  closed  doors.  Christ  says,  in 
Matt.  10:  26,  "  Fear  not,  therefore,  for  there  is 
nothing  covered  which  shall  not  be  revealed,  and 
hid  that  shall  not  be  known."  Jesus  also  says,  in 
John  18:  20,  "I  spake  openly  to  the  world,  and  in 
secret  have  I  said  nothing." 

How,  then,  can  we  consistently  say  we  are  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  our  Blessed  Master  (1 
Pet.  2:  21)  in  these  things,  when  he  made  no  foot- 
steps there? 

Again;  how  ean  we  condemn  other  secret  soci- 
eties when  we  have  a  secret  meeting  at  the  head  of 
our  church,  which  the  body  of  the  church  knows 
nothing  about,  much  less  the  outside  world? 

2.  We  have  a  custom  in  some  congregations  (I 
say  "  custom "  because  it  cannot  be  found  in  the 
Bib'.e)  and  it  is  granted  by  our  Annual  Meeting,  I 
believe,  that  "if  any  be  sick  among  you,"  let  him 
call  for  an  elder  and  a  minister,  or  if  not  conven- 
ient, a  deacon  will  do,  and  let  them  proceed  with 
the  ordinance  of  anointing  the  sick,  etc.  James 
says  (5:  14),  "Is  any  sick  among  you?  let 
him  call  for  the  elders  of  the  church,"  etc.  Now, 
who  has  the  authority  to  say  he  meant  an  elder  and 
a  deacon,  or  that  an  elder  and  a  deacon  will  do? 
Ans. — The  same  party  who  has  the  power1  to  say 
that  sprinkling  is  baptism,  or  that  sprinkling  will 
do  for  baptism. 

3.  I  believe  it  is  the  rule  in  most  large  congre- 
gations to  have  but  one  elder.  Acts  14:  23  says, 
"They  ordained  elders  in  every  church."    (Notice 
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the  term  "elf- 
in the  singula 
to  Titus,  "  F< 
shouldst  set  i 
and  ordain  e 
that  elders  is 
There 


orde 


in  the  plural,  and  church 
In  Titus  1:  5  Paul  says 
left  1  Crete  that  thou 
things  that  are  wanting 
elders  in  every  city."  Here  we  note 
is  in  the  plural  and  city  in  the  singular. 
Dnly  two  places  in  the  Bible  where  the 
ordaining  of  elders  is  mentioned,  and  each  time  in 
the  plural  number.  Again,  how  can  a  member  who 
is  sick,  call  for  the  ciders  when  there  is  but  one, 
and  that  one  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles 
away?  I  speak  not  without  a  precedent  in  our  own 
congregation,  or,  rather,  a  number  of  precedents. 
I  know  of  two  cases  in  which   the  parties  died  be- 


the 


fore   they   could   get 
churches. 

Peter   says  (3:  15),  "Be 
answer  to  every  man  that 
the  hope  that  is  in  you." 
reason?     My  answer  is  a 


elders    from    adjoining 


eady  always  to  give  an 
isketh  you  a  reason  of 
iut  how  shall  we  give  a 
Bible  reason;  no  other 
a  certain  elder  gave  for 
not  favoring  a  certain  paper  at  our  last  District 
Meeting  is  sad  reasoning  indeed.  He  said  he  could 
the  paper  because  he  had  been  taught  the 
by  hi  aged  elder.  Sad.  indeed,  I  repeat, 
n  will   look  to  men  as  their  pattern 


patient  while  we  live.  There  is  yet  a 
to  accomplish  before  we  can  go  to  rest, 
wishes  us  to  stay  here  a  while  longer, 
enjoy  that  rest  until  we  have  done  our 


ork  for  us 
The  Lord 
Ve  cannot 
hole  duty 


plished  that  work  which  is  given  us. 
Frequently  the  weary  pilgrim  breathes  the  pray- 
er to  God,  "  Oh,  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove;  then 
I  would  fly  away  and  be  at  rest." 

This  may  be  good  and  right  at  God's  own  time; 
but  we  are  here  for  a  purpose.  Christ  has  chosen 
us  to  be  his  servants  and  the  service  he  has  for  us 
to  perform  he  wants  done  before  he  is  ready  to 
take  us  hence.  He  gives  us  a  time  of  probation  in 
this  world  wherein  wc  shall  work  out  our  soul's  sal- 
vation. He  leaves  us  here  in  the  hands  of  the 
i  plant  of  the  Great  Husbandman  we 
d  become  fully  ripe,  before  we  are  fit 


Father 
must  g 


not  f 
oppos 
when 
teach 
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Carlisle,  Ohio. 


REMARKS. 

Our  brother  says  some  things  worthy  of  special 
consideration.  We  beg,  however,  to  rcma  k,  that 
private  or  official  councils  are  good,  and  may  prove 
helpful,  if  properly  conducted.  Their  only  ob- 
ject is  to  get  matters  ready  and  in  shape  for  the  op- 
en council.  The  merits  of  questions  should  not  be 
discussed  in  official  councils.  No  official,  in  these 
councils,  should  let  it  be  known,  on  which  side  of  a 
question  he  is.  If  the  matter  in  hind  is  in  prop- 
er shape  to  come  before  the  open  council,  that  is 
sufficient.  The  officials  should  regard  themselves 
as  a  kind  of  a  committee  on  program.  Nor  should 
the  presiding  elder,  in  such  official  councils,  permit 
those  present  to  go  beyond  the  line  here  suggested. 
These  councils  should  not  be  compared  with  se- 
cret societies  in  any  sense.  They  are  not  secret 
in  the  strict  sense  where  wisely  managed,  but  there 
are  many  places  where  they  need  reforming.  In 
no  instance  should  they  be  held  in  a  manner  that 
trespasses  on  the  time  of  the  open  council.  The 
Scriptures  do  most  clearly  teach  a  plurality  of 
elders,  and  where  the  material  can  be  found  each 
and  every  church  should  have  at  least  two  elders. 
Where  there  is  but  one  elder,  he  may,  in  case  of 
sickness,  be  sent  for,  and  most  assuredly  has  a 
right  to  call  to  his  assistance  some  one  to  aid  in 
the  anointing.  We  see  no  impropriety  in  him  us- 
ing a  deacon,  or  even  an  aged  member  of  the 
laity,  in  case  of  necessity.  We  should  not  hesitate 
to  call  to  our  aid  any  one  in  the  laity,  to  assist  in 
the  administration  of  baptism,  in  case  help  were 
needed.  What  may  apply  to  baptism  may  with 
equal  propriety  apply  to  the  anointing.  But  the 
better  way  would  be  for  each  church  to  have  her 
own  resident  elder,  or  elders,  and  be  prepared 
for  the  anointing  in  keeping  with  the  letter  as  well 
as  the  spirit  of  the  Book. 

A  little  careful  thinking  may  convince  not  a  few 
that  some  of  these  so-called  "old  customs"  are 
both  wise  and  proper  when  not  abused.  It  is  the 
proper  use,  and  not  the  abuse  of  things,  for  which 
we  are  now  contending. —  Ed. 

WORK  WHILE  IT  IS  CALLED  TO-DAY. 
BY   GEORGE    S.    GRIM. 

It  is  a  blessed  event,  which  will  occur  to  all  be- 
lievers in  God,  -  to  go  home  to  be  at  rest  from  the 
conflicts  and  sorrows  of  life.  In  a  few  more  years 
the  Lord's  servants,  who  are  now  fighting  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  will  lay  down  their  armor  and  en- 
ter into  the  joys  of  their  Lord,    But  we  need  to  be 


for  the  Master's  garner.  Christ  does  not  wish  us  to 
pass  over  now;  for  to  abide  in  the  flesh  is  more 
needful  for  the  cause,  and  profitable  to  ourselves. 

He  asks  of  us  that  we  may  be  kept  from  evil,  so 
that  we  may  be  admitted  into  the  inheritance  in 
glory  at  the  proper  time.     ' 

We  sometimes  hear  the  weary  and  troubled 
Christian  say,  "  O  that  I  could  die  and  be  released 
from  the  conflicts  and  troubles  of  this  weary  life." 
The  time  will  come  when  we  will  go  home,  but  the 
most  serious  and  important  question  that  confronts 
us  is,  "  Are  we  ready  to  go?"  Have  we  accom- 
plished the  work  which  Christ  demands  from  our 
souls  as  his  servants?  If  we  can  truly  say  that  we 
hive,  then  are  we  ready  to  go  hence.  If  not,  it  were 
better  that  we  consider  our  ways;  if  the  good  Lord 
will  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  save  us,  let  us,  by  h 


grace,    strive    mc 

work  he  has  for  1 
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'ARISE,  SHINE." 


NIE    riLAIN   UKDERHI 


"Now  it  is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep."  "Awake, 
thou  that  steepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead."  "Awake  to 
righteousness,  and  sin  not;  for  some  have  not  the  knowledge 
of  God:  I  speak  this  to  your  shame." 

"And  whatsoever  we  ask.  we  receive  of  him,  because  we 
keep  his  commandments,  and  do  those  things  that  are  pleas- 
ing in  his  sight."  "  The  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened,  that  it 
can  not  save;  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear." 

Oh!  the  lethargy,  the  unbelief,  the  deadness,  the 
lukeuarmness,  that  is  in  the  church  to-day!  Wake 
up!  Get  up,  and  "  lei  your  light  shine."  The  world 
is  perishing  in  darkness.  Precious  souls,  whom 
God  created,  and  for  whom  Christ  suffered  crucifix- 
ion, are  dying.  God  sent  Christ  to  save  the  world. 
Christ  sent  you.  Are  you  going?  Are  you  saving 
any  precious  lives  for  Christ?  "  Launch  out  into 
the  deep,  and  let  down  your  nets."  Oh,  how  slow 
are  we,  of  the  present  day,  to  obey  the  Lord's  com- 
mands! Content  to  remain  on  shore  where  throng 
scores  of  other  fishermen  because  the  shore  is  so 
safe  and  the  company  of  the  saved  so  agreeable; 
while  countless  myriads  are  waiting  to  be  caught,  if 
only  the  nets  were  lowered  to  them. 

Do  some  of  the  Lord's  servants,  in  the  well-fed 
churches,  fear  to  launch  out  and  cast  their  nets,  lest 
they  break  and  have  to  be  mended?  There  are 
some  large  fish  out  in  the  deep,  it  is  true,  and  if 
there  is  a  weak  place  in  your  old  Gospel  net  it  is 
indeed  liable  to  break  when  a  great  many  of  those 
sturdy  captives  enter,  but  is  it  not  worth  the  effort? 
Do  our  brethren  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  Master 
who  says,  "  Launch  out!  "  or  do  they  dislike  to 
to  humor  the  waiting  fishes  by  going  to  them 
and  letting  down  their  nets  to  their  level. 

We  suppose  it  is  some  trouble  to  have  to  go  so 
far  with  no  certain  compensation— only  the  num- 
ber of  fishes  one  can  catch.  Then  it  is  so  much 
easier,  and  more  elegant,  to  sit  on  the  shore  and 
gaze  at  the  beautiful  stars,  while  we  converse  with 
the  learned  and  great,  than  to  row  away  to  unknown 
fields,  and  then  humble  one's  self  to  get  down  on 
one's  knees  on  the  dirty  deck,  and  reach  out  and 
down  with  a  great  net,  just  to  catch  a  load  of  fish  to 
be  lifted  and  drawn  to  a  place  of  safety.  If  the  fish 
would  only  swim  to  land,  and,  making  a  mighty 
effort,   jump  up  into  the  waiting  net,   how   much 


more  romantic  that  would  be!    That  seermrTT 
what  a  great  many  of  our  fishers  are  waitine°i 
No  wonder  the  world  twits  the  church  because 
many   prayers    are   unanswered.     They   are         $" 
swered  because    we   do   not   keep   His  command 
ments. 

Christ  says,  "  Go."     But  we  remain  at  home  a 
at  ease  in  Zion.     He  says,  "  Preach,"  but  we 
waiting  for  the   world   to   say   it.     He  says,  "t" 
every  creature,"  but  we  are  preaching  to  only  u," 
few  who  come  to  us.     Jesus  commands  us  to  g0  to 
them,  and  we  have  no  right  to  wait  until  the  world 
calls  us  and  offers  to   pay  our  fare,  going  and  r 
turning.    Jesus  never  said,  "  I  have  not  the  means  " 
or  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  bear  so  great  an  e' 
pense,  and  the  disciple  of  Christ  who  makes  th 
excuse  may,  at  times,  be  hiding  his  light  under 
bushel  and  dishonoring  his  Master  who  said,  "  Ask 
and  ye  shall  receive,"  and  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask 
in  my  name  that  will  I  do."     By  refusing  or  declin- 
ing to  go  where  a  call  for  the  Gospel  is  made    we 
say,  by  our  actions,  that  we  do  not  want  to  obey 
the  Lord's  commands,  or  else  we  do  not  bel  eve  his 
promises  are  true,  for  if  we  were  willing  to  obey, 
and  believe    His  Word,  we  would  know   that  he 
would  provide  a  way. 

The  Lord  says,  "  Freely  ye  have  received,  FREE- 
LY GIVE."  If  those  who  profess  to  be  Christ's 
disciples,  would  obey  this  little  command,  there 
would  not  be  so  much  lagging  on  the  part  of  those 
who  know  they  ought  to  go.  Meanwhile  millions 
are  perishing  for  the  Bread  of  Life.  "  Feed  my 
heep,  feed  my  Lambs."      Who  will  obey? 


CONVERSION. 


BV  HOWARD  MILLER. 


What  is  conversion,  and  how  may  one  be  sure 
of  it?  The  answer  to  this  query  would  be  a  per- 
fect tangle  of  statement  as  diverse  as  the  experi- 
ence of  those  who  replied.  Literally  it  means  a 
turning  from,  and  a  walking  with,  freely  stated. 
There  are  not  wanting  those  who  are  ready  to  state 
most  positively  and  dogmatically  just  what  it  is 
and  what  its  signs  are,  and  with  these  people  "1  - 
have  no  fault  to  find.  Doubtless  they  are  honest 
in  what  they  say,  and  some  of  them,  at  least,  are 
intolerant  of  any  opposition  to  their  views. 

In  the  very  nature  of  things  it  is  a  personal  ex- 
perience and  one  cannot  be  too  careful  in  an  at- 
tempt to  generalize  from  an  individual  standpoint. 
In  the  historical  cases  on  record  there  is  a  dramat- 
ic display,  that,  to  the  most  of  the  earnest  seekers 
after  the  truth,  is  something  wholly  beyond  their 


Those  who  have  had  a  vivid 
who  are  gifted  in  the  telling  are 
condition  that  by  no  possibility 
suit  to  people  differently  made 
found  with  them  for  their  descr 
times  the  effect  on  the  hearer  i: 
He  may  be  of 
and  if  the  last  day 


experience,  and 
apt  to  portray  a 
could  be  the  re- 
up.  No  fault  is 
ption,  but  some- 
not  a  good  one. 
habit  of  thought  and  action 
:re  to  come  he  would  stop 
work,  methodically  hang  up  his  tools,  and  prepare 
for  what  might  come.  It  is  all  folly  to  present  to 
such  a  man  the  methods  and  the  experience  of  the 
Salvation  Army.  His  religion  is  not  concerned 
with  a  bass  drum,  and  he  is  not  one  of  the  kind 
to  march  in  any  procession  in  the  streets. 

The  Salvation  Army  methods  may  be  all  right. 
and  as  far  as  I  know  they  are,  and  it  is  not  for  me 
to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  religious  experience  of 
others,  but  there  is  a  very  large  number  who  are 
not  put  together  on  the  brass  band  style  and  who, 
in  the  depths  of  their  hearts,  are  sometimes 
troubled  as  to  the  evidences  of  their  acceptability 
with  God.  They  have  no  lurid  experience,  they 
have  passed  through  no  red  fire  stage,  and  they 
have  had  none  of  the  experiences  of  those  who 
stand  on  the  housetops  proclaiming  how  they  may 
know  that  they  are  the  chosen  of  the  Lord.  Aga'" 
I  say  that  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  those  wn° 
talk  aloud,  but  the  most  of  the  world  are  dif/eren^ 
ly  composed  mentally  .and  they  have  a  right  0 
heard,  or  to  be  represented  as  I  am  here  trying 
do. 


June 


W< 


THH   QOSPBL   ^4:EISSH3jr3-SII&. 


compan 
that  aft 


do  not  think  there  is  a  man  living  who  has  not 
mes  his  doubts.     They  may  all  clear  away  at 
last  when  he  is  in  plain  sight  of  the  end  of  the 
but  while  trudging  down  the  dusty  way  his 
ons  are  often  sombre-clad  ghosts  of  doubt 
:r  all  he  may  not  be  on  the  right  track, 
the  experience  of  the  most  thoughtful,  and 
I  will  risk  the  statement  that  it  is  an  accompani- 
ment of  a  higher  and  more  spiritual   plane  than 
that  which  takes  it  all  for  granted  and  gaily  floats 
down  the  stream. 

I  think  that  there  is  a  method  whereby  we  may 
know  that  we  are  accepted  of  God,  and  it  is  more 
of  a  negative  presentation  than  of  a  positive  as- 
sertion. Are  there  times  in  your  life  when  it 
seems  that  a  holy  calm  rests  on  your  spirit,  just 
as  on  a  cloudy  day  there  are  occasions  when  the 
overhead  pall  breaks  and  the: 
shine  falls  on  the  fields,  maki 
picture  of  beauty?  Are  there 
that  you 
garment 


Now  the  discovery  of  Mary's  house  occurred  on 
is  wise.  Of  course  we  are  vouching  for  nothing 
d  are  only  relating  the  facts  as  we  were  fortunate 
ough  to  find  them  in  one  of  our  Smyrna  local  pa- 


e  is  a  stream  of  sun- 
ig  them  a  wonderful 
times  when  you  feel 
illing  to  hang  your  travel-stained 
id   trust   it    all   to  the  Redeemer's 


mercy?  Are  there  times  when  you  feel  the  sense 
of  unworthiness  that  prompts  prayer  that  brings  its 
answer  as  a  benediction? 

These  things  come  not  with  noise  and  parade 
and  they  never  come  to  those  who  are  the  out- 
casts of  religious  feeling.  But  one  cannot,  or  at 
least  does  not,  as  a  rule,  live  in  this  exalted  alti- 
tude, and  we  are  back  again  to  the  earth  too  soon, 
but  we  have  caught  a  glimpse  through  the  rift  in 
the  clouds  and  we  may  certainly  hope  that  when 
we  are  done  with  our  sordid  and  earthly  surround- 
ings we  will  see  it  all  as  we  have  dreamed. 

Lewisburgh,  Pa. 


EPHESUS'  PSEUDO-DISCOVERY. 


BY    G.   J.    FER 
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Catholic  Church  ha: 
inventions  and  discov< 
narvelous,  the  wonderful,  the  miraculous. 
How  happy  she  must  feel  at  the  thought  that  mil- 
lions within  her  pales  are  willing  to  believe,  with 
blind  faith,  whatever  of  supernatural  she  has  ready 
for  them.  Surely,  upon  the  credulity  of  her  blind- 
ed children  has  she  been  able  to  rear  her  magnifi 
cent  churches  and  replenish  her  treasury.  St.  Pe- 
ter's at  Rome  was  completed  by  her  clever  discov- 
ery of  the  indulgences  which  it  took  a  sturdy  Luth- 
er to  stigmatize  and  brand  with  infamy.  The  in- 
vention of.  the  confessional  and  masses  for  the 
dead,  supports  her  bishops  and  clergy.  What  is 
known.as  the  "  Peter's  pence  "  defrays  the  expenses 
of  the  papal  court  and  its  pageantry.  The  Congre- 
gate de  Propaganda  Fide  fills  (as  the  name  suggests) 
the  world  with  Catholic  missionaries,  ready  to  con- 
vert the  heathen  and  more  especially  those  Chris- 
tians whom  she  has  been  pleased  to  call  "  heretics." 
Notre-Dame-dc-Lourdes  and  Notre-Dame-de-la-Salette. 
in  France,  draw  every  year  thousands  of  feeble,  sick- 
ly, dying  pilgrims  from  all  over  the  world  because  of 
their  miraculous  waters  and  still  more  miraculous 
cures.  At  those  two  places  did  the  Blessed  Virgin 
appear;  and  if  a  shepherd's  little  daughter  did  see 
the  mother  of  our  Lord,  would  not  the  very  spot  of 
her  appearance  be  forever  sacred,  a  shrine  of  pil- 
grimage to  rove  about, — a  sacred  place  of  miracu- 
lous healing! 

But  now  it  (unfortunately)  befalls  the  seat  of  the 
Seven  Churches  to  furnish  once  more  to  members 
of  the  Catholic  church  a  shrine  for  pilgrimages  and 
a  scheme  for  money-making!  Where  can  it  be? 
W/Wcan  it  be? 

It  is  the  so-called  new  discovery  at  Ephesus  of 
the  Virgin  Mary's  house!  Those  who,  like  some  of 
°ur  Brethren,  have  visited  Ephesus,  the  seat  of  that 
church,  know  well  what  unearthly  penetration  and 
sagacity  is  required  to  discover,  amid  the  heap  of 
scattered  ruins,  the  last  vestiges  of  an  ancient  house, 
and  especially  of  the  Virgin's  house!  But  it  seems 
that  the  clergy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  does 
not  lack  in  sagacity  as  we  shall  soon  have  to  re-  I  grims 
mark, 


pers. 

The  Virgin's  house  was  found  through  a  vision! 
About  the  beginning  of  this  century,  an  Augustin- 
ian  nun,— Anna  Katharina  Emmerich— in  the  Ag- 
netenberg  cloister  at  Dulmen,  Westphalia,  received 
the  "  stigmata,"  or  wounds  of  Christ,  on  hands, 
feet,  and  side,  and  soon  after  began  the  mysterious 
existence  without  food  which  rendered  her  such  a 
phenomenon.  Clemens  Brcntano  believed  her  ec- 
static utterances  to  be  revelations,  and  committed 
them  to  paper  in  several  volumes. 

It  was  while  in  that  ecstatic  state  that  she  had, 
among  other  revelations  the  vision  about  which  we 
are  at  present  concerned.  During  one  of  her  tran- 
ces, says  Brentano,  she  saw  the  country  she  had 
never  visited,  the  rivers,  the  forests,  the  mountains 
around  Ephesus.  all  the  edifices  and  their  architect- 
ural character,  the  inscriptions  on  the  monuments, 
everything,  down  to  the  house  of  "  the  Blessed 
among  all  women,"  which  St.  John  had  built  for  her 
and  in  which  she  dwelt  nine  years.  That  house, 
said  the  entranced  nun,  was  not  in  Ephesus  proper- 
ly, but  three  and  a  half  miles  distant  on  a  gentle 
slope  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  It  was  the  only 
stone-building  in  Ephesus, — which  will  surprise  the 
reader  very  much!  The  house  was  partly  square 
and  partly  oval.  It  had  a  flat  roof,  and  windows 
perforated  in  the  upper  part  of  the  walls,  near  the 
ceiling.  In  that  house  Mary  had  her  oratorio,  where 
she  often  resorted  to  pray  alone  before  a  wooden 
cross  which  the  "  beloved  disciple  "  had  made  for 
her.  On  that  cross,  three  feet  long,  was  painted 
the  image  of  the  Savior,  and  some  of  his  words 
were  engraved.  Back  of  the  house  was  a  little  Via. 
Dolorosa  which  sister  Emmerich  had  traced,  and  in 
which  Mary  walked  every  day,  to  remember  the  one 
she  had  trod  with  her  Son  at  Jerusalem.  Thick 
vines  covered  the  sacred  house,  shading  it  and  giv- 
ing it  the  silent  appearance  of  solitude  and  restful- 


More  money  will  be  poured  into  the  church's  treas- 
ury and  in  our  archbishop's  pocket.  Our  railroad 
line  will  also  realize  a  good  benefit.  I  have  found 
neither  time  nor  money  to  go  and  see  this  won- 
derful house!  I  am  awaiting  the  visit  of  some 
Brethren  from  America  that  we  might  go  together 
and  see  what  brethren  Miller,  Brumbaugh,  Myers 
and  B  ngaman  lost  by  not  se  ing! 

The  only  Romanist. in  Ephesus  is  the  short,  stout 
little  inn-keeper  who  charges  two  francs  for  being 
permitted  to  wash  your  hands  in  his  "hotel."  He 
will  no  doubt  be  the  only  Catholic  there  for  many 
years  yet!  Would  it  not  have  been  better  if  a  mis- 
sionary of  our  church  had  been  sent  some  eight  or 
ten  years  ago  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  250 
Greeks  of  this  modern  Ayaso'uk?  Surely  a  plain 
meetinghouse  there,  dedicated  to  Christ,  would 
have  been  a  brighter  candlestick  than  a  costly 
church  built  in  honor  of  the  Virgin  Maryl 

No  nobler,  holier  woman  ever  lived!  Her  shrine 
is  not  in  Ephesus,  but  in  a  more  sacred  place— in 
the  heart  of  her  dutiful  Son  who  was  "subject  unto 
her,"  and  in  the  memory  of  all  who  recall  her  life 
of  devotion  to  Him  who  was  her  offspring  and, 
through  "  the  power  of  the  Highest,"  the  "  fruit  of 
her  womb." 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


QOD'S  SHARE. 


BY  EMMA   CAKSTENSKN. 


About  ninety  years  later  was  the  discovery  made 
when,  in  July,  1891,  Father  Young  (a  priest  of  the 
Lazarite  Order  in  Symrna),  accompanied  by  anoth- 
er priest,  found,  after  long  and  laborious  search- 
es, the  ruins  of  the  Virgin's  house.  In  order  to  give 
this  discovery  the  impress  of  genuineness,  both 
the  superiors  of  said  order  in  Constantinople  and 
Smyrna  also  visited  the  spot  in  August  of  the 
same  year  and,  as  was  expected,  corroborated  the 
facts.  That  there  should  be  no  room  left  for  doubt- 
ing, three  prominent  Otholic  laymen  of  our  city, 
Messrs.  Borrel,  d'Andria  and  Herogner,  were  sent 
to  the  spot.  These  gentlemen  drew  plans,  photo- 
graphed the  house  and  "  controlled  minutely  the 
informations  of  Anna  Katharina  Emmerich."  And 
now,  that  nobody  should  never  again  question  the 
veracity  of  the  visions  of  the  enraptured  nun,  His 
Eminence,  the  R.  C.  Archbishop  of  Smyrna,  "ac- 
companied by  all  his  clergy  and  several  prominent 
laymen,"  went,  in  December  1893,  to  Ephesus,  to 
"  examine  the  topography  and  ruins  of  the  house  and 
control  the  exactness  of  the  description  given,  un- 
der inspiration,  by  Anna  K.  Emm-  rich.  An  official 
report  was  drawn  and  signed  by  all  persons  pres- 
ent." It  was,  finally,  last  year,  that  Fa' her  Eisbach, 
superior  of  the  French  Seminary  in  Rome,  desiring 
to  ascertain  for  himself  the  reality  of  the  discovery, 
undertook  a  voyage  to  Ephesus,  accompanied  by 
Father  Young,  from  which  voyage,  says  our  local 
paper,  '.'  the  Superior  returned  fully  persuaded  of 
the  accuracy  and  preciseness  of  the  nun's  revela- 
tion!." On  his  return  to  Rome  he  submitted  "  to 
his  holiness,  the  Pope,  and  all  the  cardinals,  the 
tangible,  irrefragable  evidences  of  Sister  Emmer- 
ich's visions." 

We  may  now  ask,  What  next?  What  is  to  be  the 
outcome  of  this  so-called  "  discovery  "  at  Ephesus? 
Presumably  Anna  Katharina  Emmerich  will,  first  of 
all,  be  beatified  or  canonized!  Then  a  chapel 
or  basilica  will  be  erected  at  Ephesus,  where  pil- 
,„,,  from  all  over  the  Catholic  world,  will  come 
and  worship  at  this  new  shrine  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 


Some  time  ago  our  editor  referred  to  the  finan- 
cial prosperity  of  the  Jews.  May  it  not  be  that 
they  are  proving  the  Lord  according  to  Mai,  3:  10? 
In  the  sixth  verse  of  the  same  chapter  he  says,  "  I 
am  the  Lord;  I  change  not;  therefore  ye  sons  of 
Jacob  arc  not  consumed."  Is  it  because  of  a  prom- 
ise made  to  our  forefathers  that  we  are  not  con- 
sumed? Do  we  not  justly  come  under  the  curse 
that  the  sons  of  Jacob  were  cursed  with?  "  Ye  are 
cursed  with  a  curse:  for  ye  have  robbed  me,  even 
this  whole  nation."     Mai.  3:  9. 

Wherever  God  set  the  amount  to  be  given  him, 
it  was  never  less  than  one-tenth.  We  do  not  find 
one  instance  on  record  where  prosperity  did  not 
follow  tithing.  Do  we  owe  less  to  God?  Has  he 
done  less  for  us?  There  can  be  but  one  answer. 
The  Gospel  Messenger  recommends  fifty-two  pen- 
nies with  fifty-two  prayers.  Why  not  make  it  fif- 
ty-two dollars  with  fifty-two  prayers?  It  would  be 
just  as  easy  for  most  of  us,  and  we  would  all  be 
happier  for  it. 

"  D-spise  not  little  things."  The  widow's  mite 
was  richly  blessed.  But  if  we  were  to  give  nine- 
tenths  to  the  Lord  and  use  one-tenth  for  ourselves, 
we  could  not  lay  claim  to  the  blessing  that  the 
widow  received.  Remember,  "  She  cast  in  all  that 
she  had;  even  all  her  living." 

Joh-stown,  Pa. 

"  Some  one  has  said  that  nearly  all  the  best  work 
in  the  world  is  done  by  invalids;  and  in  support  of 
the  paradox  has  brought  forward  a  long  roll  of 
soldiers,  statesmen,  philosophers,  and  divines  who 
have  managed,  in  spite  of  pro' racted  ill  health,  to 
achieve  worthy  enterprises.  The  known  facts  do 
not  warrant  so  sweeping  an  induction.  But  it  is 
nevertheless  true,  that  many  men  of  feeble,  phy- 
sical strength  have  had  such  a  keen  sense  of  duty, 
and  such  an  indomitable  force  of  will 
them  to  surmount  even  the  greatest  obstacle 
their  paths.  The  resolute  fidelity  of  these  m. 
enough  to  put  to  the  blush  the  indifference 
the  indolence  of  the  healthy  but  unaspiring 
tudes  who  never  stir  themselves  up  to  do  i 
more  than  circumstances  make  compulsory." 


abled 


1  thing 


"When  a  visitor  at  the  Carlisle  Indian  School 
asked  a  young  Cheyenne  girl  if  she  was  a  member 
of  the  church,  she  answered:  'Not  much;  just  a 
little.'  There  are  many  otherwise  excellent  and 
respectable  people,  with  more  years,  opportunties 
and  intelligence  than  this  Cheyenne  Indian  girl, 
whose  relations,  to  the  church  are  very  much  the 
same." 
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Course    of    Reading. 

FIHST    YKAIt. 

I.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  gi.04;  paper 34 cents 

s.  "Llle  ol  A.  Judson."  cloth,  17  cents;  paper is  cents 

3.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  ee,  cents;  paper 10  cents, 

4.  "Nonsuch  Prolcssor,"  cloth S3  cents 

SBCONB   YBAU. 

5.  "  Miracles  of  Missions."  cloth,  84  cents;  paper 34  cents. 

6.  "Memoir of  Robert  Uofflt," cloth, V cents:  paper re  cents. 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  „l   I  ,.-,■  Ion,-,"  ,  l,,ll 6s  cenH. 

THIHU    YBAU. 

g.  "Divine  Enterprise  of  Missions."  cloth |i  » 

to.  "I-lle  ol  Robert  Morrison,"  clotl 70  cents. 

rt.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-go 10  cents. 

11.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  cents. 

tefl'dces,  ns  given  above,  are  lor  members  of  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  olhefs  |,nv  regular  retail  price. 

Ex-KCUTIvn  CoMMirTEU  of  Rraihnc  CracLH.— W,  B.  Stover,  fjnlsnr, 
India;  II.  M.  Barwlck,  West  Alexandria.  Ohio;  Mrs.  It.  M.  Stover.  Wayues- 
boro,  fa.,  Edith  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  fa.;  J.  M.  Ned.  Frultdalc,  Ala. 

Officers  of  Reading  ClacLH.-Prcsldent,  W.  B,  Stover  ftulsar,  Ind.; 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  linker,  Waynesboro.  Pa  ;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  New- 
comer. Waynesboro,  Pa., -to  whom  all  communications  concerning  the 
Reading  Circle  should  bo  addressed,  but  nil  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  III. 


EXAMPLE  OP  BELIEVERS. 

BY  I1VRON  TAI-HELM. 

"  L*ft  no  man  despise  thy  youth;  but  be  thou  an  example  of 
the  believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit, 
in  faith,  in  purity."— 1  Tim.  4:   12. 

This  was  Paul's  advice  to  Timothy  and  is  special- 
ly applicable  to  us  at  the  present  time.  In  a  few 
years  the  young  people  of  to-day  will  be  the 
church  of  to-morrow.  As  wc  are,  so  will  the 
church  be.  Then,  how  important  it  is  that  each  of 
us  should  be  an  example  of  believers, — that  is,  a 
model,  a  "pattern  of  good  works."  Let  us  strive 
earnestly  to  become  Christ-like, — an  example  of 
the  believers.  Then  shall  "  no  man  despise  thy 
youth." 

1.  In  Word, — Remember,  "That  every  idle 
word  thtat  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  an  ac- 
count thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment."  Matt.  12: 
36.  It  seems  to  me,  that,  of  all  idle  words,  grum- 
bling and  scolding  are  the  most  useless.  Ah,  for 
how  much  some  of  us  will  have  to  give  an  account 
in  the  day  of  judgment!  "When  you  are  angry, 
think  three  times  before  you  speak  once." 

2.  In  Conversation.  "  Let  your  conversation  be 
as  it  becometh  the  Gospel  of  Christ."  Philpp  I: 
27.  How  often  our  conversation  is  unbecoming  a 
child  of  God!  We  tell  tales,— all  foolishness  and 
vanity.  We  talk  about  our  neighbors.  Let  this 
be  one  of  your  precepts  and  examples.  Never 
speak  evil  of  any  one.  This  fault  is  easily  over- 
come by  watching  and  prayer.     Matt.  26:  41. 

3.  In  Charity.  Commit  to  memory  the  thir- 
teenth chapter  of  First  Corinthians.  Practice  it 
and  you  will  be  in  possession  of  the  greatest  of 
Christian  virtues.  "Faith  (without  faith  it  is  im- 
possible to  please  God,  Heb.  n:  6),  hope  (wilich 
hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  Heb.  6:  19.I, 
charity,  these  three:  but  the  greatest  of  these  is 
charity."     1  Cor.  13:  13. 

4.  InSpirit.  "  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  is  none  of  his."  Rom.  8:  9.  "  Because 
the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God:  for  it  is  not 
subject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be." 
"They  that  are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God." 
Rom.  8:  7,  8.  "Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mam- 
mon." Matt.  6:  24.  I  fear  some  of  us  are  keeping 
friendship  (Jas.  4:  4)  with  the  world— walking 
with  the  world. 

"  The  sons  of  the  world  and  the  sons  of  the  church 
Walked  closely  hand  and  heart, 
And  only  the  Master,  who  knoweth  all 
Could  tell  the  two  apart. 

Brother,  sister,  let  not  this  be  said  of  you.  Let 
us  live  devoted,  consecrated  lives,  wholly  for 
Christ.  Although  we  give  ourselves— our  all— to 
him,  we  can  never  pay  the  debt  of  love  we  owe. 

5.  In  Faith.  Believe  God!  Take  him  at  his 
wordl  Oh,  the  precious  promises  of  Godl  With- 
out Christ  we  would  be,  of  all  men,  most  miserable, 


Trust  God;  it  is  the  royal  road  to  happiness. 
Truly,  truly,  the  heavenly  host  could  ring  out, 
■'  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace, 
good  will 'to  men."  Luke  2:  14.  I  often  think  we 
don't  praise  God  enough  for  his  goodness.  "Oh, 
that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness, 
and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  children  of 
men."     Ps.  107:  8. 

6.  In  Purity.  "Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart 
for  they  shall  see  God."  Matt.  5:  8.  As  man 
"thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he."  Prov,  23:  7. 
"Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts,  murders, 
adulteries,"  etc.  "  These  are  the  things  which  de- 
file a  man."  Matt.  15:  18,  tg.  Let  us  guard  our 
thoughts  securely.  The  way  to  keep  out  impure 
thoughts  is  Ko-fM  our  hearts  with  the  love  of  Christ 
and  meditate  in  his  law  day  and  night.  May  God 
help  each  of  us  to  be  an  "example  of  the  believ- 
ers," and  to  preserve  the  church  spotless,  that, 
when  Christ  comes,  we  may  go  out  to  meet  him. 

Washington,  Kans. 


THE  POWER  OF  LOVE. 


BY  LULA  HARSHBAKGER. 


"  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down 
his  life  for  his  friends."— John  15:  13. 

How  much  did  God  love  us?  So  much  that  he 
"  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have  everlast- 
ing life."  John  3:  16.  "  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved 
ns,  we  ought  also  to  love  one  another,"  If  we 
could  only  feel  one-half  the  love  for  souls  in  our 
hearts  that  God  felt  for  us  when  he  gave  his  only 
Son,  what  an  Eden  this  world  would  be!     Thera 


t  pro- 


would  be  no  need  for  justice  courts  and  1 
tection,  for  the  apostle  tells  us,  "  Love  worketh 
ill  to  his  neighbor."  Could  we  not,  as  a  Brother- 
hood, work  for  an  increase  of  holiness  along  this 
line?  God  help  us  to  make  and  keep  this  good 
resolution. 

How  must  we  love?  From  the  pages  of  Sacred 
Writ  comes  the  answer:  "  Let  us  not  love  in  word, 
neither  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth." 
Here  are  some  examples  of  the  love  above  de- 
scribed. Stephen,  the  first  Christian  martyr,  died 
amid  a  shower  of  stones,  because  of  his  love  for 
Christ.  Peter  was  crucified,  with  his  head  down- 
ward, not  deeming  himself  worthy  to  be  crucified 
in  the  same  manner  as  his  Savior.  James  was 
hurled  from  a  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  stoned,  and 
then  despatched  by  a  blow  from  a  tanner's  club, 
while  praying,  like  his  Master,  "  Father,  forgive 
them;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  What  a 
grand  specimen  of  love  that  was!  The  early  Chris- 
tians were  slain  in  crowds.  They  were  crucified. 
They  were  sewed  in  sacks  made  of  the  skins  of 
wild  beasts  and  thrown  to  the  dogs.  They  were 
smeared  with  pitch,  fixed  upon  sharp  poles,  and  set 
on  fire  at  night,  to  illuminate  the  gardens  of  Nero. 
All  means  were  tried  to  induce  the  Christians  to 
deny  their  faith,  but  in  vain.  Their  love  for  God 
and  the  church  prevailed. 

In  far-away  Smyrna  where  our  dear  missionaries 
are  now  laboring,  Polycarp,  one  of  the  disciples  of 
John,  met  his  death  through  love  for  Christ.  He 
was  captured  and  told  to  curse  God,  and  he  would 
obtain  his  liberty.  He  replied,  "  Eighty  and  six 
years  have  I  served  him,  and  he  has  never  done  me 
any  wrong;  how,  then,  can  I  blaspheme  my  King 
and  Savior?  "  To  the  further  demand  that  he 
should  swear,  his  only  answer  was,  "  I  am  a  Chris- 
tian." He  died  at  the  stake,  praising  God  amid 
the  flames  for  deeming  him  worthy  to  be  numbered 
among  his  martyrs,  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  Christ's 
sufferings  unto  the  eternal  resurrection  of  the  soul 
and  body.  O  that  we  might  emulate  such  love  as 
that! 

A  lad  of  fifteen  years  was  condemned  to  be  be- 
headed, and  on  his  way  to  the  block  his  mother 
said  to  him,  "  Be  firm  and  fear  not  the  death  which 
so  surely  leads  to  life.  Look  to  him  who  reigns  in 
heaven.  To-day  is  thy  1  arthly  life  not  taken"  from 
thee  butj  transported  by  a  blessed  exchange  into 
the  life  0/  heaven," 


Such  is  the  power  of  love.  These  noble  martyr 
truly  fulfilled  2  Cor.  8:  24,  "  Wherefore  shew  ye  to 
them,  and  before  the  churches,  the  proof  of  you. 
love." 

Alas,  how  few  of  us  are  willing  to  show  our  low. 
for  Christ,  for  our  church  and  our  fellowmenl  Our 
love  for  worldliness,  carnal  gain  and  self-gratifica. 
tion  is  sometimes  more  prominent  than  our  l0Ve 
for  nobler  things.  With  such  examples  of  love  be- 
fore us,  we  ought  to  be  inspired  with  greater  zeal 
to  labor  for  our  Master.  There  are  so  many  lime 
ways  in  which  we  could  express  our  love  when  we 
do  not, — in  the  home  circle, — among  the  sick,  the 
sorrowing  and  the  needy.  If  we  would  let  those 
with  whom  we  come  in  contact,  knew  that  we  have 
a  kindly  interest  in  them,  we  will  have  a  greater  in- 
fluence for  good  and  will  come  more  in  touch  with 
the  Christ  life. 

Let  us  ponder  this  well;  and  strive  to  be  more 
charitable,  more  forgiving  toward  even  the  least  of 
these,  his  brethren,  than  we  have  been  in  the  past 
May  we  be  so  filled  with  the  fire  of  love  from  the 
altar  of  a  devoted  heart  that  men  shall  see  our  good 
works  and  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
Ladoga,  Ind. 

MINTS  TO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORKERS. 

BY  ESTA  SIMMONS. 

The  first  and  most  important  feature  in  Sunday 
school  work,  to  make  it  successful,  is  to  have  the 
work  at  heart.  In  secular  affairs,  or  whatever  busi- 
ness we  may  be  engaged  in,  we  must  first  under- 
stand the  principles  or  plans  that  govern  them,  be- 
fore we  can  become  successful  workers  in  them. 
So  it  is  in  Sunday  school  work.  We  must  first 
study  its  needs,  get  our  own  hearts  filled  with  en- 
thusiasm and  filled  with  love  for  it,  and  then  give  it 
to  others. 

Consider  the  sacredsess  of  it!  The  Sunday 
school  is  a  department  of  the  church  of  Christ,  in 
which  the  Word  of  Christ  is  taught  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  souls  to  Christ,  and  for  building  up  of 


1  Christ. 


A  church  is  not  complete  without  the  Sunday 
school,  neither  is  the  Sunday  school  complete  with- 
out the  church.  We  need  the  church  to  supply 
our  schools  with  workers.  We  need  the  school  to 
mould  the  young  and  tender  minds  for  useful  men 
and  women  in  the  church. 

The  Superintendent  in  charge  of  a  school  should 
make  it  a  careful  study,  in  order  to  grade  and 
classify  the  pupils  aright.  We  suggest  that  all 
teachers  be  selected  by  the  Superintendent  and  his 
assistant.  In  this  way,  more  likely,  the  proper  ef- 
ficiency will  be  secured. 

Each  teacher,  then,  should  study  the  class  he  has 
been  selected  for,  learn  their  needs,  "start  with  the 
known,  and  then  proceed,  step  by  step,  from  the 
known  to  the  unknown."  This  is  the  key  to  obtain 
knowledge  on  any  subject.  The  teacher  should 
strive  to  gain  the  unfeigned  confidence  of  each  pu- 
pil. He  should  "  love  and  be  loved."  The  lesson 
should  be  thoroughly  prepared.  All  questions 
should  be  clear  and  direct, — full  of  spiritual  food, 
The  most  important  part  of  any  lesson  is  to  search 
out  the  practical  part  and  make  an  impressive  ap- 
plication of  it. 

Special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  primary 
classes.  More  public  talks  should  be  given  to  the 
children.  A  song  should  be  sung  frequently,  es- 
pecially for  them.  An  object  lesson,  given  oc- 
casionally, is  also  very  instructive.  Make  the  chil- 
dren to  feel  that  the  Sunday  school  is  tor  them, 
and  that  they  must  help  to  widen  its  borders  by 
prompt  attendance. 

Never  was  there  a  lesson  given  for  the  little  peo- 
ple, but  that  there  is  a  grander  lesson  in  it  for  us 
who  are  advanced  in  years. 

Let  there  be  more  consecrated  workers  in  this 
noble  cause!  Life  is  too  short,  and  time  too  pre- 
cious, to  idle  away.  Come  and  work  to-day  f°r 
Jesus, 

Union  City,  Ind. 


June  13.  l8 
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PRECIOUS  OINTMENT. 

)o  not  keep  your  box  of  ointment, 
Break  it  o'er  your  friends  to-day; 
3o  not  keep  it  in  the  darkness. 


Half  forgotten 

laid  away. 

Little  deeds  of  lc 

ve  and  kindness- 

Don't  lorget  to 

give  them  now; 

Don't  forget  to  s 

noolh  the  pillow- 

Don't  forget  to 

bathe  the  brow. 

Send  your  flower 

s  to  the  living, 

Do  not  keep  tl 

em  for  the  grave; 

They  may  comfort  some  poor  mou 

They  may  strengthen,  help,  and 

Send  them  in  their  fragrant  beauty 

Show  your  frie 

ndship  true  and  w 

What  would  car 

a  rosewood  cask 

What  would  c 

re  a  lifeless  form 

Hearts  that  are  with  burdens  laden 
Bearing  bravely  toil  and  care; 

Ready  to  receive  your  kindness, 
Should  you  leave  your  ointment  th 

Don't  forget  the  kindly  counsel, 
Don't  forget  the  loving  tone; 

They  will  make  the  cross  seem  lighh 


Tos 


r-lade 


All  along  life's  rugged  pathway 

Stretch  your  hand  and  lift  your  vo 
Bringing  all  your  love  and  kindness, 

Making  every  heart  rejoice. 
Keep  your  ointment  ever  ready, 

Use  it  freely— there  is  room; 
It  will  bring  you  richest  blessings, 

Smooth  your  passage  to  the  tomb. 


SOCIOLOGY  OR  GOSPEL,— WHICH  ? 

^  One  of  our  earnest  readers,  who  is  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  contents  of  the  Messenger,  clips  the 
following  from  one  of  the  leading  journals  and 
sends  it  to  us  for  publication.  It  treats  a  most 
important  question,  and  well  deserves  a  careful 
reading,  especially  would  we  urge  our  ministers 
to  profit  by  the  lessons  it  contains.  If  there  was 
ever  a  time  that  our  ministers  should  give  heed  to 
the  Scriptures  and  preach  the  whole  Gospel  that 
time  is  now. — Ed. 

Every  period  of  the  world's  history  has  in  it  one 
great  idea  that  rises  far  above  all  others  and  seems 
to  draw  the  thought  of  all  men  towards  itself. 

The  one  great  thought,  that  seems  everywhere 
to-day,  is  sociology.  Magnetic  in  power,  it  at- 
tracts to  itself  tli£  attention  of  all  classes  of  men. 
With  banner  unftsrled,  it  marches  onward  as  the 
supreme  idea  of  the  age.  Men  are  crowding  about 
its  standard,  papers  are  full  of  its  teaching,  books 
are  written  by  the  score  to  propagate  its  lessons. 

Sociology  means  the  science  of  human  society. 
It  comes  to  the  front  with  a  field  whose  scope 
is  limited  only  by  the  boundaries  of  human  life. 
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seems  to  be  especially  directed  to' 
science.  While  the  church  has  a  mission  toward 
society,  yet  the  danger  to-day  is  that  the  growing 
tendency  is  toward  helping  the  temporal  life  at 
the  neglect  of  the  spiritual.  The  cry  of  reform 
's  heard  everywhere,  but  is  there  not  danger  that 
reformers  arc  seeking  their  ends  by  wrong  meth- 
ods? The  present  tendency  is  to  think  more 
about  the  method  than  the  ultimate  aim;  more 
about  feeding  the  body  than  of  saving  the  soul. 
Says  one,  "  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  thread- 
bare caricature,  which  represents  the  church  as 
giving  the  starving  man  a  tract  in  place  of  a  loaf. 


The  thing,  most  likely  to  happen  in  some  quarters 
to-day,  is  that  the  loaf  be  provided  and  the  tract 
be  forgotten."  In  many  places  the  pulpit  is  mak- 
ing sociology  more  prominent  than  theology. 

Our  Lord  gave  direction  that  his  ministers 
preach  the  Word,  but  many  may  not  realize  to 
what  extent  current  topics,  and  especially  sociol- 
ogy, is  taking  the  place  of  the  Gospel  in  pulpit 
discourses.  This  is  notably  the  case  in  many  city 
pulpits.  There  it  is  that  we  see  all  manner  of 
sociological  subjects  advertised  for  discussion  on 
the  Sabbath.  "  Political  Reform,"  "  Municipal  Re- 
form," "Industrial  Reform,"  "The  Immigrant," 
"The  Pauper,"  "Capital  and  Labor,"  are  all  the 
actual  subjects  of  men  who  are  endeavoring  to  be- 
come "  Parkhursts  "  on  a  small  scale.  People  leave 
the  established  churches  of  New  York,  and  go  in 
crowds  to  hear  Thomas  Dixon,  in  Music  Hall,  tell 
what  he  knows  about  Tammany.  One  clergyman  in 
the  metropolis  gives  up  his  pulpit  to  a  man  to 
lecture  on  "Improved  Water  Systems."  In  his 
address  before  the  World's  Parliament  of  Religions, 
Edward  Everett  Hale  is  credited  with  saying  that 
"  he  hoped  the  time  would  soon  come  when,  at  our 
weekly  prayer  meetings,  we  would  discuss  such 
practical  questions  as  the  cause  of  typhoid  fever 
and  the  improvement  of  drainage."  In  many  pul- 
pits ministers  are  leaving  the  Word  of  God,  on 
which  they  should  be  authority,  for  the  discussion 
of  all  manner  of  questions  bearing  on  economics 
and  ail  social  questions;  problems  of  which  the 
average  minister  knows  but  little. 

That  this  state  of  things  is  true  and  on  the  in- 
crease, may  be  seen  by  any  one  who  will  examine 
the  facts.  So  widespread  is  the  tendency  toward 
sociology  in  the  pulpit,  that  one  may  well  pause 
and  ask  the  question,  Sociology  or  Gospel,  Which? 
There  are  many  writers  to  day  who  seem  to  hold 
forth  the  reformatrojn  of  social  wrongs  as  the  su 
preme  mission  of  the  church. 
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Among  many  evils 
we  might  mention — 

1.  Because  of  it  the  church  is  losing  spirituality. 
"  Why  object  to  the  preaching  of  this  man?  Does 
he  not  draw  the  people?  "  Thus  argued  a  man  in 
a  New  York  store  this  summer,  in  reference  to  a 
mm  who  was  mighty  on  social  themes,  but  weak 
in  the  power  of  the  Gospel.  But  suppose  that 
crowds  do  hear,  what  are  they  benefited  spiritually? 
Because  a  man  draws  a  crowd  is  not  always  an 
evidence  that  he  is  doing  good.  A  circus  has 
wonderful  drawing  power,  but  its  moral  benefits 
might  be  questioned.  Only  a  spiritual  sermon  is 
helpful  to  the  soul,  and  a  sermon  on  economics  is 
hardly  spiritual  in  its  nature. 

Because  we  live  in  the  midst  of  this  corruption 
of  pulpit  duty,  we  do  not  see  the  lack  of  spiritual 
power  in  the  church,  as  one  does  who  comes  to 
look  in  upon  us  from  without.  Let  such  a  man  as 
Dr.  Andrew  Murray  come  to  us  from  his  home  in 
Africa,  and  visit  the  churches 
ing,  and  then  hear  him  say  as 
sermon,  "  There  is  a  greater  ' 
home  churches  than  in  the  Ian. 
He  sees  the  church  •'  rejecting 
the  truth  of  God,  and  becoming  more  and  more 
worldly  in  her  worship."  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
we  are  losing  spiritual  power,  when  men  are  so 
eager  to  draw  crowds  that  they  choose  themes  as 
far  removed  as  possible  from  the  story  of  the  cross 
and  the  wondrous  love  of  Jesus? 

2.  The  sociological  tendency  is  causing  the 
church  in  many  places  to  degenerate  into  a  mere 
club.  The  tendency  to-day  is  all  toward  the  "  In- 
stitutional Church,"  with  its  gymnasium,  reading- 
room,  industrial  training,  concerts,  bath-rooms, 
etc.  These  things  are  all  very  nice,  but  why  do 
we  need  them  in  the  church?  We  have  no  knowl- 
edge that  Paul  ever  gave  directions  for  a  bath- 
room or  bowling-alley  to  be  put  in  the  churches  at 
Corinth,  Ephesus,  or  Colosse.  Their  advocates 
say  they  reach  the  masses  by  these  means.  But 
do  they  reach  their  hearts?    Do  they  bring  them 
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to  a  knowledge  of  sin?  Do  they  lead  them  to 
Jesus  Christ?  Perhaps  some  are  helped  toward 
God  by  these  means,  but  how  strange  that  man 
cannot  see  that  any  man,  who  preaches  a  living 
Christ  with  all  the  power  of  his  soul,  draws  people 
with  more  power  than  a  hundred  gymnasiums  of 
finest  equipment. 

Moody  has  been  before  the  world  for  years  as 
a  living  example  of  the  power  to  draw  all  classes 
of  men  to  hear  the  story  of  Jesus  told  in  the  most 
simple  way.  Spurgeon  drew  his-  thousands  every 
•Sabbath  to  hear  the  preaching  of  a  pure  Gospel. 
He  has  left  the  world  the  greatest  example  of 
purity  and  simplicity  in  God's  worship  that  we 
have  had  since  tile  days  of  Paul. 

Only  a  fortnight  ago  great  crowds  were  going  to 
hear  Andrew  Murray  in  New  York.  The  Independ- 
ent describes  him  as  "  a  poor  reader  from  the  elo- 
cutionist's point  of  view,  and  as  lacking  the  graces 
of  oratory.  He  discards  everything  that  savors  of 
sensationalism.  He  did  not  please  his  audience; 
but  he  convinced  them,  not  by  argument,  but  by 
the  simple  presentation  of  Christ's  truth.  He  is  a 
living  contradiction  to  the  assertion,  so  often  made 
by  many,  that  people  will  not  go  to  hear  the  plain, 
simple  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  that  preachers,  if 
they  would  attract  the  crowd  and  interest  them, 
must  preach  what  are  called  beautiful,  eloquent 
sermons,  or  treat  of  current  topics." 

Let  the  pure  Gospel  be  proclaimed  in  simplicity 
and  love,  and  we  will  not  need  the  bowling  alleys 
and  the  bath-rooms.  The  church  of  God  was  not 
intended  to  be  a  club,  no  matter  how  attractive, 
but  a  temple  of  worship  for  the  living  God. 


CONVERTED  WHILE  UP  A  TREE. 

Du.  Eddy  preached  his  first  sermon  beneath  the 
canopy  formed  by  the  trees  in  the  woods  surround- 
ing the  camp-grounds  at  Desplaines.  Here,  also, 
he  made  his  first  convert,  while  preaching,  as  he 
supposed,  to  the  flitting  birds  and  climbing  squir- 
rels.    The  way  he  did  it  was  this: 

He  was  at  that  time  a  theological  student  at  the 
Northwestern  University.  Accompanied  by  some 
of  his  classmates  he  went  to  the  camp-meeting, 
where  he  was  down  on  the  program,  to  preach  his 
first  sermon.  Here  they  found  a  young  man 
named  Fred  Houghton,  who  was  much  under  con- 
viction because  of  his  sins.  Soon  all  the  theolog- 
ical students  had  surrounded  the  penitent,  and 
were  exhorting  him  to  accept  Christ  as  his  Savior. 
Every  influence  known  to  the  future  divines  was 
brought  to  bear  on  Houghton,  until  it  became  evi- 
dent that  it  was  becoming  somewhat  wearisorpe  to 
him,  and  he  went  to  the  woods.  Along  toward 
evening,  like  Zaccheus  of  old,  who  climbed  up 
into  a  sycamore  tree,  he  ascended  into  a  bass- 
wood  tree,  whose  limbs  nearly  touched  the  ground, 
and  there  pursued  his  meditations. 

Mr.  Eddy  was  to  preach  that  night,  and  felt 
nervous  and  apprehensive.  As  the  shades  of  night 
were  approaching  he  also  hied  himself  to  the 
woods,  and  rehearsed  his  sermon  beneath  the  tree 
in  which  Houghton  was  ensconced.  Thinking  him- 
self alone,  and  that  none  but  the  eye  of  God  was 
on  him,  he  warmed  up  and  in  eloquent  tones  ex- 
horted his  imaginary  hearers  to  accept  the  faith. 
When  he  had  finished,  f;reat  was  his  surprise  when 
Houghton  descended  from  the  tree  and  said  he 
was  willing  to  come  to  Christ,  and  declared  that 
Dr.  Eddy's  sermon  had  saved  him.  In  after-years 
Dr.  Eddy  declared  that  had  Houghton  shouted 
while  he  was  in  the  midst  of  his  funeral  sermon 
over  Houghton's  remains,  he  would  not  have  been 
more  surprised  than  he  was  when  Houghton  came 
down  the  tree. — Chicago  Daily  Tribune. 


"  'We  are  all  apt  to  complain  of  our  lot  in  life,' 
ys  Chauncey  M.  Depew.  'Now,  I  have  known 
personally,  nearly  every  great  contemporaneous 
author,  statesman,  politician,  and  I  have  known  in- 
timately every  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  one  of  them  was  ever  perfectly  satisfied. 
Each  has  wished  he  was  as  smart  as  some  other 
man,' " 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  June  13,  1896. 


Six  accessions  are  reported  in  the  Center  church, 
near  Accident,  Md. 


The  love  feast  in  the  Silver  Creek  chur 
26  and  27,  instead  of  25  and  26,  commen 
P.  M. 


ing  at  1 


This  week  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  is  at  McPherson, 
Kans.,  expecting  to  go  from  there  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  He  is  to  assist  in  committee  work  at  both 
of  these  places. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  many  sad  letters,  which  tell 
of  hearts  burdened  with  great  troubles  that  the 
world  knows  nothing  of.  An  earnest  sister  writes 
us  of  her  sorrows.  She  says  she  lives  at  an  isolated 
point,  but  that  does  not  grieve  her,  for  the  Lord 
can  be  worshiped  any  place.  In  former  years  her 
husband  was  as  kindly  disposed  a  man  as  any 
woman  could  desire.  He  treated  her  with  all  due 
respect,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  make  her  hap- 
py. But  since  she  has  united  with  the  church  he 
seems  indifferent.  He  ceases  to  treat  her  as  kindly 
as   in  former  years.     He  does  not  believe  in  the 
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and  for  that  reason  ceases  to  be 

in  the  troubles  and  trials  of  life. 

craves  the  earnest  prayers  of  God's  people  i 

half  of  herself  as  well  as  in  behalf  of  her  ( 

husband.     May   the  Lord  pity  and  enlighte 

husbands  that  do  not  act  the  part  of  a  man 

their  devoted  Christian  wives! 


Our  quarterlies  for  July,  August  and  September, 
are  now  ready  for  filling  orders.  The  last  Annual 
Meeting  appointed  a  Sunday  school  Advisory 
Committee  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our  Sunday 
school  helps  sound  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, as  understood  by  the  General  Brotherhood, 
and  also  to  aid  in  raising  the  standard  of  the  Sun- 
day school  literature  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It 
will  thus  be  understood  that  the  helps  we  publish 
are  under  the  oversight  of  the  Brotherhood,  and 
will  receive  the  attention  and  the  care  they  need. 
The  constant  aim  will  be  to  keep  them  in  the  line 
of  correct  teaching,  and  also  bring  them  up  to  that 
standard  which  will  prove  them  to  be  the  very 
helps  needed  in  our  Sunday  school  work.  It  af- 
fords us  great  pleasure  to  see  how  readily  the  Sun- 
day schools  are  adopting  our  literature  this  year. 
It  shows  that  our  work  is  being  appreciated,  and 
that  our  members  are  learning  the  value  of  proper- 
ly-prepared helps.  The  quarterlies  we  are  sending 
out  for  the  third  quarter  are  as  good  as  any  we 
have  yet  publi«hed,  and  will  give  as  good  satis- 
faction. Sunday  schools  should  order  early  that 
there  may  be  no  break  in  the  lessons.  For  prices 
see.  next  to  the  last  pagejof  this  issue. 


Bko.  Geo.  W.  Lowry  changes  his  address  from 
Scullton,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  to  Glade,  same  County 
and  State.  

We  now  have  four  compositors  on  the  Report  of 
the  late  Annual  Meeting,  and  hope  to  soon  have 
it  ready  for  mailing.  Price,  25  cents,  or  82.50  per 
dozen.  

The  Brethren  at  Batavia,  111.,  are  erecting  a 
house  of  woiship,  and  will  soon  have  it  completed. 
They  will  probably  have  some  services  in  it  before 
it  is  finished.         

We  learn,  from  a  communication  just  received, 
that  Bro.  Wm.  Hasty,  of  Wabash,  Ind.,  while  at 
Morris,  N.  Dak.,  was  struck  by  lightning,  and  is  in 
a  helpless  condition. 


Bro.  Wm.  R.  Miller  writes  us  that  the  outlook 
for  the  work  in  Chicago  is  at  this  time  quite  hope- 
ful. The  love  feast,  at  183  Hastings  St.,  is  to  be 
held  on  Sunday  evening,  June  21.  Two,  and  possi- 
bly, three,  are  to  be  baptized  at  that  meeting. 


Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  has  just  closed 
Harrison  County,  Ind.,  with  eight  accessions, 
with  other  similar  reports,  received  during  thi 
mcr  months,  shows  that  successful  meetings  n 
held  during  the  busy  season  as  well  as  at 
times.  Earnest  preachers  can  get  the  peopl 
and  those  who  do  not  come  to  meeting,  the  pi 
er  can  often  call  on,  a  few  minutes  at  least. 
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The  person  who  must  employ  his  energies 
ng  time,  is  most  assuredly  not  to  be  envied. 


to  do  anything  for  the  reason  that  he 

has  nothing  to  do.     Fortunate  is  the  person  who 

loes  not  have  time  to  do  all  he  has  to  do.    With 

urn   time   passes   pleasantly    and    profitably.     In- 

tead  of  having  time  ahead  of  him  that   must  be 

lisposed   of   in    some    way,   he    has   piled    up    an 

amount   of   work   that   he   must    accomplish.     He 

gies  to  his  various  tasks,  and  to  his 

delight  time  takes  care  of  itself.     Not  a  few  have 

way  of  spending   a   long    evening.     To   them 

le  seems  a  burden.     It   is   in   their  way.     They 

uld  bribe  the  moments  to  fly  faster.    The  busy 

'son  wonders  how  much   of  his  reading  or  writ- 

;  he  is  going  to  be  able  to  turn  off  before  the 

jr    for    retiring-     He    would    love    to  think,   to 

ditate,  to  converse   more   with   his   family,    and 

get  more  out  of  the  hours  as  they  go  by.     To  him 

me  is  too  short.     There  are  other  good  books  to 

ad,  good  journals  to  read,  so  much  to  do,  and  so 

little  time  to  do  it   in.     He   has   no   time   to  kill, 

:  takes  care  of  itself,  but  he  takes  care  of  his 

<  and  he  has  plenty  of  it.     Some  think  his  life 

hard  one.    They  are  mistaken.     His  is  a  busy 

life,  full  of   purposes,   full   of  aims;    he    is   always 

looking  ahead,  has  no  time  to  look  back,   and  lives 

or  a  purpose.     Fortunate  indeed,  is  the  man,  and 

qually  fortunate  is  the  woman  who  must  be  kept 

busy,    doing  something   useful    until    the     Master 

calls  them  to  come  up  higher. 


THE  ARMENIAN  ORPHANS. 

There  are  to-day,  in  Asia  Minor  and  Armenia, 
thousands  of  homeless,  helpless  children  whose 
parents  were  massacred  by  the  Turks.  These  or- 
phans, without  homes,  without  the  tender  care  of 
father  and  mother,  are  left  alone  in  the  world, 
surrounded  by  those  who  so  cruelly  butchered 
their  parents.  The  horrors  of  the  Armenian  massa- 
cre will  never  be  fully  known  to  the  world.  Much 
has  been  written  and  said  about  it,  but  the  half 
has  never  been  told.  The  Turkish  Government,  a 
party  to  the  horrible  murders,  does  all  it  can  to 
suppress  the  news. 

But  what  is  to  become  of  these  homeless,  help- 
less, wandering  orphans?  What  is  to  be  their  fate? 
The  massacre  of  the  Armenian  brethren  was  doubt- 
less a  preconcerted^ttempt  to  stamp  out  this  east- 


ern remnant  of  Christianity.  The  Mohammedan's 
creed  is,  death  to  all  who  do  not  accept  his  faith 
and  if  he  had  the  power,  the  massacres  in  Armenia 
would  be  duplicated  a  thousand  fold  in  Europe  and 
America.  Then  fathers  and  mothers  murdered,  the 
Turk  hopes  to  induce  and  compel  the  children  to 
accept  his  faith.  Already,  as  the  sight  of  black  de- 
spair has  closed  down  upon  them,  shutting  out  all 
hope,  some  have,  by  force,  accepted  Moslemism 
while  others  are  homeless  wanderers,  knowing  not 
whither  to  turn.  Can  we  not  do  something  to  help 
them?  Are  we  willing  to  help  to  save  these  Ar- 
menian children? 

It  seems  that  the  Lord  has  opened  the  way  so 
that  we  can  do  our  duty  in  this  matter.  Bro. 
Fercken  has  written  us  fully  on  this  subject  and 
says  that  for  $30.00  per  year  an  orphan  can  be 
cared  for,  and  that  he  would  be  glad  to  look  after 
them.  At  once  some  of  our  brethren  and  sisters 
pledged  themselves  each  to  pay  for  the  care  of 
one  Armenian  orphan,  so  that  they  may  have  a 
home  where  they  will  be  under  Christian  influence 
and  be  taught  the  faith  and  practice  of  our  primi- 
tive and  apostolic  Christianity.  The  General  Mis- 
sion Board,  with  these  facts  before  them,  author- 
ized Bro.  Fercken  to  open,  in  a  small  way,  a  Breth- 
ren's Armenian  Orphanage,  in  Smyrna.  No  debts 
are  to  be  incurred,  and  the  number  of  children 
to  be  received  will  depend  entirely  upon  the  num- 
ber of  pledges  made  for  their  support. 

Already  pledges  for  the  support  of  ten  children 
have  been  received,  and  we  feel  confident  that 
when  this  is  known  many  others  will  respond  and 
will  say,  We  want  a  lot  and  part  in  this  matter. 
We  want  to  take  one  of  these  helpless  orphans  to 
our  hearts  and  rescue  them,  especially  the  little 
girls,  from  a  fate  worse  than  death.  This  call 
comes  to  all  those  who  have  no  children  and  have 
this  world's  goods,  and  to  those  who  have  childrtti 
and  have  abundant  store.  Will  you  not  help  in  this 
good  work  and  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven,  where 
neither  moth  or  rust  can  corrupt?  Christ  says, 
"  Ye  have  the  poor  with  you  always,  and  whensoever 
ye  will  ye  may  do  them  good."  Will  you  come  to 
the  rescue  of  these  poor  Armenian  orphans?  You 
can  visit,  in  spirit,  these  fatherless  and  motherless 
ones,  and  do  them  good.  Who  will  respond?  Send 
pledges  to  Secretary  of  General  Missionary  and 
Tract  Committee,  Mt.  Morris,  Illinois.        d.  l.  m. 


ELD.  JOHN  METZOER. 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  will  be  found  a  short 
sketch  of  the  life  of  Eld.  John  Metzger,  whose 
death  was  noticed  last  week.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  widely-known  preachers  in  the  Brotherhood, 
and  in  his  day  probably  did  as  much  preaching  as 
any  minister  among  us.  He  was  not  noted  for 
either  learning  or  eloquence,  but  as  a  pure,  earn- 
est Christian  preacher  he  had  few  equals  in  the 
land.  He  was  loved  and  respected  wherever  he 
was  known,  and  never  needed  to  be  introduced  as 
a  "  preacher,"  for  his  appearance  and  bearing  were 
such  as  to  impress  strangers  with  the  thought  that 
he  was  a  devout  minister.  While  not  a  great  evan- 
gelist, as  we  now  use  the  term,  still  he  was  an 
evangelist  in  the  Scriptural  sense,  and  was  the 
means  of  leading  thousands  of  sinners  from  the  er- 
ror of  their  way.  Few  men  among  us  have  done 
more  baptizing  and  solemnized  more  marriages, 
and  preached  more  funerals.  It  would  require  a 
volume  to  tell  the  real  story  of  his  life,  and  it 
would  make  the  best  of  reading,  but  it  is  not  likely 
that  all  of  his  noble  deeds  will  ever  be  printed,  or 
that  all  the  interesting  incidents  of  his  life  can  be 
given  to  the  public,    It  is  altogether   probable. 
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however,  that  a  creditable  volume  will  appear  in 


the  cou 


>urse  of  time,  narrating  some  of  the 
ortant  events  of  his  long  and  useful  life.  He  was 
!,mong  the  most  active  of  the  pioneer  preachers  of 
,he  West,  and  generations  to  come  will  tell  of  the 
nod  he  has  done  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
His  first  wife  died  while  the  Annual  Meeting  was 
in  session  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  nine  years  ago.  He 
afterwards  married  sister  Wolfe,  the  widow  of  Eld. 
pavid  Wolfe,  son  of  the  noted  Eld.  Geo.  Wolfe,  of 
the  "  Far  Western  Brethren  "  fame.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  by  marriage  he  was  related  to  the  first 
elder  ever  ordained  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  besides 
being  acquainted  and  on  intimate  terms  with  most 
if  not  all  of  the  pioneer  preachers  of  the  Brother- 
hood in  the  West  for  nearly  two_  generations. 
He  was  an  honor  to  our  people  and  goes  to  his 
grave  mourned  by  thousands  from  the  Atlantic  to 

the  Pacific.  J.  H.  m. 

EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Twenty-Four. 

BENARES,' THE  CITY  OF  IDOLS. 

From  Cawnpore,  with  its  memorial  well  and 
great  burden-  of  sad  associations,  and  Lucknow, 
with  its  battle-scarred  residency,  silent  and  ruined 
monument  of  the  most  notable  defense  of  all  mod- 
ern times,  we  hurried  on  to  Benares,  the  great  cen- 
ter of  Hindu  idolatry.  Here  we  found  the  hotel 
crowded,  and,  as  there  was  no  room  for  our  little 
company  of  travelers  at  the  inn,  we  were  obliged  to 
take  up  our  abode  in  tents.  These  were  large  and 
had  the  advantage  of  good  ventilation,  but  as  the 
air  was  quite  cool  after  the  setting  of  the  sun,  our 
roomy  quarters  were  too  cold  for  comfort.  Then, 
too,  our  nightly  slumbers  were  often  broken  by  the 
howling  of  the  jackals  and  the  deep,  hoarse  growl 
of  the  jungle  cat,  and,  as  it  seemed  to  us,  in  our 
half-waking  moments,  tigers.  When  the  animals 
came  too  close  to  our  tents,  the  guards  who  kept 
irate*,-  by  night  called  out  to  each  other  and  drove 
thempaway.  But  one  could  not  keep  feeling  a  lit- 
tle nervous  when  thinking  about  the  possibilities  of 
the  close  proximity  of  these  ferocious  animals. 

Benares,  with  a  population  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  souls  is  built  on  the  high 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  the  most  sacred  stream  in  all 
the  world  to  the  Hindu.  The  early  history  of  the 
place  is  lost  in  the  myths  of  tradition.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  city  existed  six  hundred  years  be- 
fore the  Christian  era,  and  that  it  was  certainly  old: 
er  than  Alexander  the  Great.  It  may  be  said 
with  certainty  that  Benares  is  older  than  the  Chris- 
tian era.  As  the  Hindus  paid  little  attention  to 
records,  scarcely  anything  is  known  of  events 
which  occurred  in  more  recent  times. 

If  the  Great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  were  living 
to-day,  and  were  to  visit  Benares  as  he  did  Athens 
nearly  nineteen  centuries  ago,  surely  his  great  spir- 
it would  be  stirred  within  him,  for  this  modern 
city  is  wholly  given  to  an  idolatry,  worse,  in  many 
of  its  features,  than  was  the  idolatry  of  the  Greeks. 
The  ancient  Greeks  numbered  their  gods  by  the 
thousand,  the  modern  Hindus  number  theirs  by  the 
million,  and  are  continually  adding  to  the  list. 
Benares  is  the  very  center  and  stronghold  of  Hin- 
duism. Here  are  to  be  found  more  priests,  more 
so-called  holy  men,  more  temples,  more  sacred 
P'aces,  more  idols  and  more  idolaters  than  in  any 
other  city  in  India  or,  for  that  matter,  in  all  the 
world.  There  are  no  less  than  fourteen  hundred 
temples  in  the  city  with  idols  innumerable.  It  re- 
quires an  army  of  twenty  thousand  Brahmin  priests 
to  conduct  the  worship  and  receive  the  gifts  offered 
by  the  deluded  people,  for  these  people  give  liber- 
al|y  of  their  means  to  build  temples  to  set  up  idols 
a"d  to  support  the  priests. 

*t  has  been  said  that  what  Jerusalem  is  to  the 
few  and  Christian,  and  what  Mecca  is  to  the  Mo- 


hammedan  all  that  and  much  more  is  Benares  to 
the  Hindu.  To  make  a  pilgrimage  to  the  city  of 
thousands  of  temples  and  millions  of  idols,  to 
bathe  in  the  sacred  waters  of  the  Ganges  or  to  die 
upon  its  shore,  with  the  last  lingering  gaze  of  the 
eye  fixed  in  death  upon  its  flowing  tide  is  to  secure 
full  forgiveness  for  all  past  sins  and  to  gain  eternal 
life.  And  more  than  this.  If  the  body  of  the  dead 
be  but  dipped  in  the  water  of  the  stream  and 
burned  on  its  shore  at  Benares,  eternal  happiness  is 
secured,  no  matter  what  the  life  of  the  dead  may 
have  been.  Such  is  the  faith  of  the  orthodox  Hin- 
du, and  he  clings  to  it  with  much  greater  tenacity 
than  some  Christians  hold  to  theirs.  This  being 
true  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Hindus 
flock  to  Benares  not  only  by  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands but  by  hundreds  of  thousands.  The  streets 
are  thronged  with  them  and  the  bathing  places  are 
crowded  from  early  morning  until  late  in  the  even- 
ing. Men  and  women  of  all  ages  and  conditions  in 
life  are  met  in  the  streets.  They  come  for  one  pur- 
pose alone,  and  that  accomplished  they  go  their 
way  rejoicing,  and  are  thenceforth  regarded  by 
their  less  fortunate  fellows  as  holy. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  day,  following  our 
arrival,  we  placed  ourselves  under  the  care  of  an 
experienced  guide,  an  educated  Brahmin,  who 
spoke  English  quite  well,  and  started  out  to  see 
the  city.  Our  first  objective  point  was  the  Ganges 
and  its  bathing  places,  known  to  the  Hindus  as 
Ghats.  These  are  simply  broad  stone  steps  built 
from  the  water's  edge  up  the  sloping  bank  of  the 
stream  to  the  temples  which  line  its  shore  for  a 
league  or  more.  There  are  no  less  than  forty-seven 
of  these  immense  stone  stairways,  ranging  in  width 
from  forty  to  sixty  feet.  There  is  neither  roof  nor 
screen.  The  bathing  place  is  entirely  open  and 
public.  At  some  places  large  umbrellas  are  sta- 
tioned to  shelter  the  more  favored  bathers  from  the 
hot  rays  of  the  midday  sun.  On  the  platforms,  at 
the  head  of  the  stairways,  are  to  be  found  throngs 
of  priests  going  to  and  fro  to  the  numerous  tem- 
ples, busily  receiving  offerings  from  the  crowds  of 
pilgrims  that  constantly  come  and  go. 

We  drove  several  miles  before  reaching  the  na- 
tive city,  for  our  tents  are  pitched  near  the  hotel 
which  is  really  out  in  the  country.  Very  few 
foreigners  care  to  live  in  a  native  town.  Hence 
hotels  and  mission  houses  are  usually  built  in  sub- 
urbs known  as  Cantonments.  After  reaching  the 
native  portion  of  the  city  we  passed  through  a 
number  of  bazaars  crowded  with  natives,  some  in- 
tent upon  the  ordinary  affairs  of  every-day  life, 
while  others  were  hurrying  down  to  the  river  to 
worship  and  bathe. 

After  an  hour's  drive  we  came  to  a  portion  of  the 
city  with  streets  too  narrow  to  admit  our  carriage. 
Our  guide  now  led  us  hither  and  thither  through  a 
perfect  labyrinth  of  streets  and  lanes.  The  streets 
were  crowded  with  pilgrims  on  their  way  to  the 
Ganges,  while  priests,  vendors  of  idols,  and  the  sa- 
cred ox  and  cow  mingled  with  the  throng,  On 
either  side  of  the  narrow  streets  were  little,  box- 
like shops  where  you  might  buy  your  choice  of 
idols,  not  only  as  to  size  and  to  kind  but  also  as  to 
quality  of  material.  Here  were  gods  big  and  little, 
made  of  clay,  of  wood,  of  stone,  of  brass,  of  bronze, 
of  silver,  and  even  of  gold.  Some  of  them  are 
large  enough  to  set  up  in  a  temple,  others  are 
small  enough  to  dangle  as  a  charm  at  your  watch 
chain.  But  among  them  all  none  are  more  highly 
prized  than  the  long,  round,  smooth  stones  taken 
from  river  or  brook,  polished  by  the  water  and 
worshiped  as  the  symbols  of  Siva,  the  ignorant 
idolater  believing  that  the  spirit  of  his  god  dwells 
in  the  stone,  and  that  it  was  sent  to  him  from  the 
god  himself. 

We  threaded  our  way  along  the  narrow  streets, 
jostled  by  the  great  throng  until  we  emerged  from 
among  shops.andjternples  and  stood  upon  the  up- 


platform  of  one  of  the  giant  stairways  that  lead 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  It  was  thronged  from 
top  to  bottom  with  bathers.  Some,  having  com- 
pleted their  ablutions,  were  coming  up,  while  oth- 
were  hurrying  down  to  plunge  into  the  sacred 
stream.  At  our  feet  flowed  the  tranquil  river.  It 
must  be  nearly  a  half  mile  wide  at  this  point. 
The  water  is  far  from  being  clear  and  reminded  us 
of  the  muddy  Missouri.  Slowly  we  made  our  way 
down  to  the  water's  edge  where  we  entered  a  small 
boat,  and  slowly  floating  down  the  river  obtained 
the  best  possible  view  of  the  Ghats,  of  bathers,  and 
of  the  temple-crowned  shore. 

We  now  had  before  us  a  sight  that  once  seen  can- 
not be  forgotten.  Thousands  of  men  and  women, 
boys  and  girls  thronged  the  stone  steps  and  stood 
in  the  water  bathing  and  offering  up  their  prayers. 
Hundreds  of  bouquets  made  of  beautiful  flowers 
were  laid  upon  the  water  as  offerings  to  the  divine 
spirit  of  the  river.  The  morning  air  was  crisp  and 
cold,  and  we  found  our  heavy  overcoats  and  shawls 
none  too  warm  for  comfort.  But  the  pilgrims 
heeded  not  the  chilly  water  or  the  cold  air.  Into 
the  stream  they  plunged,  dipped  up  the  water  with 
their  hands,  drank,  and  poured  some  of  it  back 
again  into  the  stream  as  they  muttered  their 
prayers.    Arnold,   who  saw  the   same   sight,   wit- 
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elves,  has  this  to  say  of  it:  "Some 
;  are  old  and  feeble,  weary  with  the 
f  life,  emaciated  by  maladies,  sad- 
ises  and  troubles;  and  the  morning 
air  blows  sharp,  the  river  wave  runs  chilly.  Yet 
there  they  stand,  breast  deep  in  the  cold  river,  with 
dripping  garments  clinging  to  their  aged  limbs, 
visibly  shuddering  under  the  shock  of  the  water, 
and  their  lips  blue  and  quivering  while  they  eager- 
ly mutter  their  prayers.  None  of  them  hesitate; 
into  the  Ganges  they  plunge  upon  arrival,  ill  or 
well,  robust  or  sickly;  and  ladle  the  water  up  with 
dark,  trembling  hands,  repeating  the  names  of 
their  gods,  and  softly  mentioning  the  sins  they 
would  expiate,  and  the  beloved  souls  they  plead 
for." 

The  entire  ceremony  of  making  an  offering  to 
the  river,  of  bathing  and  plunging  beneath  its 
waves,  and  of  praying  occupies  from  a  half  to  a 
full  hour.  The  water  is  dipped  up  with  the  hands 
and  then  allowed  to  drip  through  the  fingers  while 
the  worshiper  repeats  the  name  of  his  god,  '*  Ram, 
Ram,  Rant,  Ram,"  over  and  over  again,  giving  a 
striking  illustration  of  the  "  vain  repetitions  of  the 
heathen."  The  hands  are  then  placed  palms  to- 
gether and  carried  to  the  forehead  while  the  wor- 
shiper continues  repeating  the  name  of  his  god. 
I  observed  one  of  the  pilgrims  who  performed  this 
ceremony  of  dipping  of  the  water  seven  times  and 
then  plunged  himself  beneath  the  waves  as  many 
times  more.  So  intent  are  the  bathers  and  wor- 
shipers upon  their  duties  that  they  do  not  even 
cast  a  glance  at  the  strangers  in  the  boat  who  are 
curiously  watching  them.  No  stronger  evidence 
of  their  earnestness  and  zeal  and  strong  faith  in  the 
sacred  stream  could  be  given  than  t 
obliviousness  to  their  surroundings. 

After  the  bathing  and  praying 
soiled  garments  of  the  pilgrim  an 
ing  on  the  lower  stone  step  the  clothing  is  dipped 
into  the  water  and  then  pounded  on  the  stone  until 
it  is  cleansed.  The  bather  then  puts  on  his  gar- 
ments damp  and  wet  as  they  are  and  goes  his  way 
to  visit  the  various  temples,  bows  down  before  the 
gods  made  with  men's  hands  and  makes  an  offering 
commensurate  with  his  wealth  to  the  idols  he  wor- 
ships. He  is  not  content  with  a  visit  to  a  half  doz- 
en temples,  but  scores  of  them  are  visited  in  a  sin- 
gle day,  and  the  wealthy  are  known  to  distribute 
hundreds  of  dollars  in  one  round  among  the  tem- 
ples. Whatever  else  the  Hindu  may  neglect,  he 
does  not  fail  to  give  to  the  support  of  his  idol 
worship,  D-  L-  M- 
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get   the  authority  for  calling  the  church  of 


j.  H. 

of  Christ 

*-  church. 

•  brother. 

our  kind- 


All  those  belonging  to  the  kingcU 
have  a  right  to  speak  of  the  church  a: 
We  speak  of  our  Father,  our  Lord,  and 
We  also  speak  of  our  country,  our  ^ 
red  and  our  people.  We  are  heirs  of  the  king- 
dom, are  a  part  of  the  church,  and  the  church  i< 
ours  in  the  sense  that  wc  belong  to  it. 

Can  an  elder  of  the 
keeper  "  of  the  church  i 
the  eldership?  B.  W.  D. 

He  can.  Merely  resigning  the  oversight  of  the 
church  in  which  he  resides  docs  not  remove  him 
from  the  eldership.  When  an  elder  does  resign 
the  oversight  of  a  church,  it  should  be  done  in  the 
presence  of  other  elders,  that  the  voice  of  the 
church  may  be  taken  in  regard  to  accepting  the 
resignation. 

What  books  would  you  select  for  a  young  minister,  just 
starting  out,  and  who  has  some  means  and  a  fair  education? 
T.  E.  G. 
To  start  with,  he  should  have  a  good  Teach- 
er's Bible,  well  supplied  with  helps.  We  would 
have  him  to  study  these  helps  well.  He  should 
have  a  good  English  Dictionary,  Cruden's  Con- 
cordance, Smith's  Bible  Dictionary,  Schaff's  En- 
cyclopedia of  Religious  Knowledge,  and  a  first- 
class  Encyclopedia  of  History.  Johnston's  is  high- 
ly prized.  He  should  then  read  with  great  care, 
Milligan's  Scheme  of  Redemption,  Reason  and 
Revelation,  Miller's  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  De- 
fended, Campbell  on  Baptism,  Ouinter  on  Trine 
Immersion,  Campbell's  Christian  System,  Frank- 
lin's Gospel  Preacher  (Sermons),  Volume  i,  and 
Seven  Churches  of  Asia.  These  will  lay  a  good 
doctrinal  foundation.  Nevin's  Biblical  Antiqui- 
ties, and  Mosheim's  Ecclesiastical  History  should 
be  read  with  care.  The  young  minister  who  works 
along  this  line  will  soon  learn  what  other  books  to 
select  and  read  to  good  advantage.  But,  above  all 
things,  make  the  Bible  the  chief  study,  and  do 
not  neglect  the  study  of  human  nature,  and  the 
needs  of  the  people  to  whom  you  must  preach 
Sunday  after  Sunday.  To  all  of  this  add  to 
your  library  a  good  Sunday  school  Lesson  Com- 
mentary, year  after  year,  and  keep  fully  abreast 
of  the  Sunday  school  work.  On  a  question  of 
this  kind,  we  can  give  only  a  hint.  We  would 
further  advise  a  careful  reading  of  the  Brethren's 
literature,  in  connection  with  the  above. 

Referring  to  your  answer  of  a  query  about  Matt.  3:  11,  on 
page  217,  how  can  you  get  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
on  this  side  of  the  judgment,  and  fire  baptism  after  the  judg- 
ment, according  to  the  English  or  German  language? 

J.  D.  ESHELMAN. 

We  see  nothing  in  the  English  language  forbid- 
ding such  an  interpretation.  In  verse  ten,  John 
speaks  of  the  wicked  being  cast  into  the  fire,  while 
in  verse  twelve  mention  is  made  of  both  the  good 
and  the  bad— one  gathered  into  the  garner,  and 
the  other  destroyed  by  fire.  As  John  had  in  mind, 
as  well  as  before  him,  both  the  good  and  the 
bad,  it  is  but  natural  that  he  should  have  ad- 
dressed them  in  a  general  way  of  saying:  I  indeed 
baptize  you  with  water,  but  he,  Jesus,  shall  bap- 
tize you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire.  Those  who 
receive  the  water  baptism  in  good  faith  will  re- 
ceive the  additional  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  those  who  will  not,  will  receive  the  baptism 
of  fire.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  was  'ad- 
dressing the  multitude  in  a  general  way,  and  the 
language  will  not  be  difficult  to  understand! 

__  J.  H.  M. 

Some  people  keep  lashing  the  devil  around  the 
legs  with  a  tow  string.  Hit  him  a  stunning  blow 
between  the  eyes  if  you  want  to  knock  him  down. 


—*•  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY' 


Dear  friends,  though  you  have  suffered  wrong, 

Forgive,  that  you  may  be  forgiven. 
And  with  the  blood-washed,  ransomed  throng 

May  tread  the  golden  streets  of  heaven. 
Forgive  your  brother  while  you  may, 

For  ah!  beneath  the  coffin  lid 
The  hand  that  you  might  hold  to-day 

In  friendly  grasp  may  soon  be  hid. 


WI1.1 


joy'! 


When  standing  by  his  lifeless 
That  you  forgave  and  were  forg 

Ere  from  your  sight  he  passed  ;i 
Time  is  too  fleeting,  life  too  short, 

To  spend  in  hatred  and  in  strife 
Far  better  choose  the  nobler  part, 

And  let  forgiveness  mark  your  1 
t  Springs,  Mo. 


LEPERS  IN  LOUISIANA. 


The  New  Orleans  Picayune,  of  recent  date,  con- 
tains this  interesting  account  of  the  Leper  Settle- 
ment in  the  State  of  Louisiana:  Last  Friday  morn- 
ing, May  22,  we  chronicled  the  departure  of  four 
Sisters  of  Charity  for  their  future  home  in  the  leper 
settlement  at  Indian  Camp,  near  White  Castle,  La. 
These  heroic  nuns  went  voluntarily  to  devote  their 
lives  to  the  care  of  these  unfortunate  people,  who 
are  shunned  by  all,  even  their  nearest  and  dearest 
of  kin.  The  Sisters  are  accompanied  to  the  leper 
camp  by  Sister  Mary  Agnes  of  the  Charity  Hospit- 
al of  this  city,  and  Sister  Mary  Jane  of  the  Louisi- 
ana Retreat,  who  went  to  see  them  installed  in  their 
new  home.  Sisters  Agnes  and  Mary  Jane  returned 
to  the  city  on  Monday,  and  yesterday,  in  conversa- 
tion with  the  former,  a  few  interesting  facts  were 
gleaned  in  regard  to  the  arrival  of  the  nuns  in  the 
:r  settlement  and  the  manner  of  their  reception 
by  this  sad,  forsaken  people.  The  sisters  were  met 
at  the  landing  by  Dr.  Wailes,  the  physician  of  the 
camp,  and  their  first  act  was  to  go  immediately  into 
the  lepers'  quarters. 

"It  was  touching."  said  Sister  Agnes,  "  to  see  the 
happiness  of  th,ese  poor  people  when  they  caught 
sight  of  the  sisters.  They  almost  wept  for  joy. 
They  had  gathered  in  front  of  their  quarters,  and 
Sister  Beatrice,  who  is  to  have  charge,  went  straip-ht 
to  them  and  said,  '  My  dear  friends,  we  have  come 
,urse  you,  to  take  care  of  you,  and  try  to  make 
you  haprjy.' 

"  ■  Have  you  really— really  come  to  stay  with 
is?'  they  kept  on  repeating.  'You  are  sure  that 
rou  are  not  going  back?'  said  one  sad-eyed  girl. 
They  told  us  that  you  were  coming,  but  we  would 
not  believe  it,'  said  a  poor  leper,  his  voice  tremb- 
ling with  emotion.  ■  You  are  sure  that  you  are  not 
going  back?     You  will  stay  with  us  poor  lepers?  ' 

'"Yes,  yes,'  said  Sister  Beatrice;  '  we  have  come 
to  stay  with  you  always.  You  need  not  be  afraid; 
we  will  not  go  back;  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to 
God  for  life.  We  are  here  to  stay;  and,  dear 
friends,  wc  do  not  intend  to  ever  have  the  word 
"  leper  "  mentioned  in  our  home  again.  We  are  go- 
ing to  call  you  our  friends— our  patients;  we  are  "all 
God's  children. 

"It  was  a  scene  that  I  can  never  forget,"  said 
Sister  Agnes,  "  and  it  was  hard  to  tell  whose  joy 
was  greater,  that  of  the  poor  lepers  or  that  of  the 
Sisters  who  had  volunteered  for  this  work  and  tak- 
en it  up  as  a  holy  duty.  There  are  thirty-one  lep- 
ers in  the  camp.  We  found  one  female  cook  and 
nurse  when  we  reached  there.  The  Sisters  immedi- 
ately assumed  the  work  of  nursing  and  caring  for 
their  charge.  Oh,  I  can  tell  you  it  was  pathetic,  go- 
ing from  cabin  to  cabin,  for  the  camp  is  built  some- 
what on  the  order  of  a  plantation  settlement.  I  n  one 
of  the  quarters  we  found  four  girls  who  were  sisters, 
and  all  suffering  from  this  terrible  disease;  the 
youngest  of  the  girls  is  only  ,6  years  old,  and  yet 
young  as  she  is,  she  is  there  till  death,  for  science 
has  as  yet  discovered  no  cure  for  leprosy.  Never- 
theless, under  the  humane  methods  and  treatment 
inaugurated  by  the  present  able  board  of  directors 


of  the  hospital,  all  the  lepers  are  doing  as  well 
can  be  expected  from  the  nature  of  their  disea^ 
Every  provision  has  been  made  for  their  comfort 
far  as  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  1 
low.    They  have  plenty  of  food  and  kind,  medic  I 
attention.    Still  there  is  much  that  the  kind-heart 
people  of  the  State  might  do  toward  assisting  th 
board  in  the  way  of  sending  clothing,  delicacies' 
nd  other  articles  to  the  lepers.     Some  of  them  a 

ck,  and  would  appreciate  a  dainty  little  chicken 
ow  and  then,  and  other  small  delicacies  that  th 
Sisters  will  prepare  and  serve  to  the  poor  peon! 
Then  people  might  send  books  for  them  to  read 
for  the  Sisters  intend  to  build  up  a  library  there 
There  is  work  for  the  Sisters,  and  they  are  equal  t 
it. 

"  All  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  our  Sisters 
were  busily  engaged  in  arranging  the  lepers'  rooms 
more  comfortably.  The  grounds  also  will  be  great. 
ly  improved,  and  when  the  grass  is  cut  and  a  pretty 
lawn  and  garden  laid  out,  it  will  be  more  homelike 
and  attractive  at  the  camp.  The  camp  has"  about 
ten  acres  of  ground,  and  the  trees  are  large  and 
beautiful;  in  time  it  can  be  made  one  of  the  pretti- 
est spots  in  the  State." 


DON'T  BE.  SIDE-TRACKEP. 

The  time  for  study  should  be  regular,  daily,  and 
unhurried.  Take  time  enough  to  forget  time,  and 
take  the  choicest  time  of  day.  Study  in  the  morn- 
ing prepares  for  the  day's  fight  against  self,  sin,  and 
Satan.  Chinese  Gordon  put  a  big  handkerchief  out 
in  front  of  his  tent  every  morning.  Then  every- 
body knew  that  he  wanted  to  be  left  alone  with 
God  and  his  Word.  Haveluck,  when  on  his  heav- 
iest marches  in  India,  would  get  up  one  hour  earlier 
than  the  camp  was  broken,  to  study  and  pray. 
Ruskin  said,  "  Make  it  your  first  business  of  the 
day  to  understand  what  tjie  Bible  says  to  you,  and 
then  make  it  your  business  to  live  it  out  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day." 

As  to  the  manner  of  carrying  out  this  personal- 
growth  study  these  suggestions  were  made:  Keep 
in  mind  the  object  of  this  kind' of  study;  be  i-V^w, 
let  there  be  resolute  detachment  of  mind;  db  not 
be  side-tracked;  be  thorough;  meditate;  record  re- 
sults. 

The  spirit  of  the  study  should  be  intense,  prayer- 
ful, childlike,  obedient,  practical.  Broadus  says, 
"Let  the  Bible  mean  what  it  wants  to  mean."  — & 
lectcd. 


MISERABLE  MISUNDERSTANDINGS. 
BY  PHILLIPS  BROOKS. 

O,  MY  dear  friends,  you  who  are  letting  miserable 
misunderstandings  run  on  from  year  to  year;  you 
who  are  keeping  wretched  quarrels  alive  because 
you  cannot  quite  make  up  your  mind  that  now  is 
the  day  to  sacrifice  your  pride  and  kill  them,  you 
vho  are  passing  men  sullenly  upon  the  street,  not 
ipeaking  to  them  out  of  some  silly  spite,  and  yet 
knowing  that  it  would  fill  you  with  shame  and  re- 
morse if  you  heard  that  one  of  those  men' were 
dead  to-morrow  morning;  you  are  letting  your 
neighbor  starve  till  you  hear  that  he  is  dying  of 
starvation;  or  letting  your  friend's  heart  ache  for  a 
word  of  appreciation  or  sympathy,  which  you 
mean  to  give  some  day— if  you  could  know  and 
see  and  feel  all  of  a  sudden  that  "the  time  is 
short,"  how  it  would  break  the  spell!  How  J™" 
would  go  instantly  and  do  the  thing  which  y°° 
might  never  have  another  chance  to  do! 


A  TRUE   STORY. 


"  Papa,  will  you  plea*e  give  me  fifty  cents  for  my 
spring  hat?  Most  all  the  academy  girls  have 
theirs." 
"  No  May;  I  can't  spare  the  money," 
The  above  request  was  persuasively  made  by  a 
sixteen-year-old  maiden  as  she  was  preparing  <" 
school,  one  fine  spring  morning.  The  refusal  canie 
from  the  parent  in  a  curt,  indifferent  tone.  T"e 
disappointed  girl  went  to  school.    The  father  start- 


June  13 


TS351   QOSPBL    2^CElSSE31Ta-E]K,. 


379 


ed  for  his  place  of  business.  On  his  way  thither  he 
met  a  friend,  and,  being  "  hail  fellow  well  met,"  he 
invited  him  into  Mac's  for  a  drink.  As  usual,  there 
were  others  there,  and  the  man  who  could  not  spare 
his  daughter  fifty  cents  for  a  hat  treated  the  crowd. 
When  about  to  leave,  he  laid  a  half-dollar  on  the 
counter,  which  just  paid  for  the  drinks.  Just  then 
the  saloon-keeper's  daughter  entered,  and,  going 
behind  the  bar,  said,  "  Papa,  I  want  fifty  cents  for 
my  new  spring  hat." 

"All  right,"  said  the  dealer,  and  taking  up  the 
half  dollar  from  the  counter,  he  handed  it  over  to 
the  girl,  who  departed  smiling.  May's  father 
seemed  dazed,  walked  out  alone,  and  said  to  him- 
self, "  I  had  to  bring  my  fifty  cents  here  for  the 
rum-seller's  daughter  to  buy  a  hat  with,  after  refus- 
ing it  to  my  own.  I'll  never  drink  another  drop." 
And  he  kept  his  pledge. — Philadelphia  Methodist. 


=~*  CORRESPONDENCE  *-»— 

"  Writo  what  t 


g^r~Church  News  solicited  for  this  Department.  II  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  oi  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  v.ith  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  ol  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  bo 
as  briel  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

From  Western  Pennsylvania. 

From  the  report  of  the  Mission  Board  of  West- 
ern Pennsylvania,  I  gather  the  following  very  en- 
couraging facts. 

The  sermons  preached  by  our  missionaries  cost 
the  Board  an  average  of  about  one  dollar  each  and 
for  every  six  sermons  preached  there  was  one  ac- 
cession. 

From  the  same  source  I  learn  that  the  liberality 
of  the  members  in  some  localities  is  very  commend- 
able. The  financial  feature  seems  to  flourish  better 
even  than  the  demand  requires. 

From  this  I  draw  the  conclusion  that  the  work 
will  derive  an  impetus  for  an  advancement  in  both 
departments  that  can  not  fail,  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  to  work  for  the  good  of  the  cause  in  the  salva- 
t/oitn.  of  precious,  blood-bought  souls. 

you.  who  have  been  active,  don't  lay  down  your 
armor.    The  Lord  will  reward  you. 

If  any  have  been  slow  or  inactive,  to  such  I  would 
say,  "Awake;  the  night  is  far  spent;  the  day  is  at 
hand."  Joseph  Holsopple. 


From  the  Cherokee  Church,  Kans. 

Our  church  met  in  quarterly  council,  May  9. 
Our  new  overseer,  Andrew  Nehr,  was  with  us  for 
the  first  time,  and  gave  us  wise  and  wholesome 
council.  One,  who  was  once  a  brother,  and  now  a 
regular  attendant  at  our  church  meetings,  said  it 
was  the  best  church-meeting  that  he  attended  for  a 
long  time.  The  first  and  last  object,  was  to  have 
the  church  in  better  working  order,  not  only  in 
dress,  but  in  having  each  one  help  to  bear  the  bur- 
dens of  the  work,  and  to  establish  a  closer  intima- 
cy between  the  elder  and  his  co-laborers,  by  giving 
and  taking  counsel. 

There  was  not  much  church  work  before  the 
meeting.  Part  of  the  time  was  profitably  spent  in 
discussing  the  propriety  of  union  Sunday  schools, 
and  brethren  using  union  literature.  Isolated 
brethren  are  compelled  to  unite  with  others  or  be 
deprived  of  Sunday  school  privileges  altogether. 
But  those  brethren  and  sisters  that  unite  with  oth- 
ers will  need  a  double  portion  of  zeal  and  faith  to 
resist  the  subtle  temptations  to  depart  from  the 
true  faith,  that  come  up  in  union  Sunday  schools. 

Schools  that  are  conducted  strictly  by  Brethren, 
as  to  officers  and  teachers,  and  still  use  union  liter- 
Mure  instead  of  the  Brethren's  literature,  certainly 
are  altogether  inconsistent.  One  minister  remarked 
that  when  the  church  adopted  union  literature,  they 
might  adopt  union  preachers  to  do  their  preaching. 
The  Brethren  are  careful  as  to  doctrine  for  older 
°"es,  but  too  careless  as  to  children.  The  farmer 
will  not  employ  merchants  or  lawyers,  even  if  they 
work  cheap,  to  cultivate  his  corn,  but  he  will  hire  a 
skillful  hand,  regardless  of  price.  If  you  go  to  buy 
.hfearl_  for  your  children  and  the  merchant  says, 


"There  is  some  flour  I  will  sell  cheap;  it  is 
not  altogether  pure;  there  is  a  little  poison  in  it; 
but  I  have  some  here  that  is  pure,  at  a  higher 
price."  Which  will  you  buy?  If  there  is  a  serpent 
in  your  backyard,  will  you  feed  him,  so  that  he 
may  sting  your  little  ones  when  they  venture  near? 
Parents,  do  you  want  to  drink  from  the  pure  foun- 
tain, and  have  your  children  drink  from  the  defiled 
stream  because  it  is  overflowing? 

The  Brethren  should  also  keep  an  eye  open  as  to 
sending  out  evangelists  who  are  not  loyal  as  to  the 
Brethren's  literature. 

We  adopted  the  Gospel  plan, -i  Cor.  16;  2,— to 
raise  funds  for  home  mission  work  and  distributing 
the  Brethren's  literature.  Henry  Shideler. 

Monmouth,  Kans.,  May  rj. 


From  Baltimore,  Md. 


We  have  arranged  to  build  a  meetinghouse  in 
the  northwestern  section  of  Baltimore  City,  as 
soon  as  we  can  raise  sufficient  funds,  having  the 
endorsement  of  our  District  Mission  Board,  as  giv- 
en below; 

We,  the  undersigned  committee,  appointed  March  14,  1806, 
by  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  as  trustees 
of  the  Home  Mission  Fund  of  the  German  Baptist  Brethren 
of  Baltimore,  Md.,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  soliciting 
funds  with  which  to  build  a  plain  and  substantial  house  of 
worship  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  petition  the  State  Mission 
Board  of  Eastern  Maryland  to  permit  us  to  solicit  for  help 
from  the  members  of  the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland. 

Signed  by  Committee:  J.  S.  GmSER,  Chairman;  Mary  I. 
Smith,  Secretary;  Orren  J.  Dotterer,  Treasurer;  W11.  H. 
Ashmore;  John  A.  Smith;  David  Utz;  Uriah  Bixler. 


We,  the  District  Mission  Board  of  Eastern  Maryland,  ha' 
ing  looked  into  the  merits  of  this  petition,  do  grant  said  peti- 
tion, and  consider  that  the  congregation,  referred  to  on  this 
paper,  should  have  the  assistance  asked  for. 

Signed:  S.  H.  Utz,  Chairman;  Ezra  M.  Bish,  Secretary 
Alfred  Engler,  Treasurer;  Jessb  P.  Wkybright;  George 
S.  Hasp. 

As  we  are  unable  to  build  without  the  kind  help 
of  our  brethren  and  sisters,  who  feel  interested 
our  city  missions,  we  hope  you  will  freely  gi' 
that  we  may  soon  have  our  own  much-needed 
house  of  worship.  Those  wishing  to  contribute 
should  send  by  money  order,  addressed  to  ou 
Secretary,  Mary  I.  Smith,  1031  W.  Baltimore  Street 
Baltimore,  Md.,  this  being  the  committee's  head 
quarters.  J.  S.  Geiser. 

Death  of  Eld.  John  Metzger. 

Eld.  John  Metzger  was  born  in  Blair  County, 
Pa.,  Dec.  20,  1807.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Cerro 
Gordo,  111.,  on  Monday  morning,  May  25,  at  9:  30. 
The  funeral  took  place  from  the  Brethren  church 
on  Thursday,  at  10  o'clock,  conducted  by  Bro.  Da 
vid  Frantz,  assisted  by  brethren  Troxel  and  Binga- 
man,  after  which  his  remains  were  quietly  1 
away  in  the  Frantz  cemetery,  west  of  town, 
await  the  resurrection  morn. 

When  about  eight  years  old  the  deceased,  with 
his  parents,  moved  to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
where,  on  Easter  Sunday,  in  the  spring  of  1828,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Hannah  Ulery.  To  them  were 
born  five  children:  J.  W.  Metzger  and  Mary  Kun: 
of  California;  Catharine  Shively  and  Barbara  Shive- 
ly  (deceased)  of  Cerro  Gordo.  The  youngest  son 
died  in  infancy. 

In  1834,  he,  with  his  family,  moved  to  Tippei 
noe  County,  Ind.  In  1849  he  moved  to  Clinton 
County,  Ind.  In  1864  he  moved  to  Macon  County, 
111.  In  1867  he  moved  to  his  farm  in  Piatt  County, 
111.,  and  in  August,  1881,  he  came  to  Cerro  Go 
His  wife  died  May  31,  1887.  Feb.  26,  1889,  he  was 
married  to  sister  Permelia  A.  Wolfe,  who  survives 
him. 

In  January,  1890,  he  left  Cerro  Gordo,  for  a  visit 
to  Southern  California,  returning  in  March  follow- 
ing. In  September  of  same  year  he  went  to 
Lordsburg,  Cal.,  where  later  he  built  a  hom 
Since  then  he  has  divided  his  time  between  h 
homes  here  and  there,  making  the  trip  back  and 
forth  each  year.  Since  1890  he  made  the  trip 
across  the  plains  fourteen  times.  His  last  trip  was 
made  within  the  past  month, 


In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Brethren  church, 
served  as  a  deacon  about  one  year,  and  in  1835  was 
elected  to  the  ministry.  A  few  years  later  he  was 
lined  to  the  eldership.  He  began  preaching 
sixty  years  ago  and  has  been  an  earnest,  faith- 
minister  of  the  Gospel  ever  since.  The  last 
few  days  of  his  life  he  was  very  weak,  though  he  at- 
tended church  three  times  Since  his  return  from 
California, — one  council  and  two  preaching  servi- 
ces. The  last  one,  on  the  20th.  he  enjoyed  very 
h,  but  was  carried  home  on  his  chair.  On  the 
22nd  he  was  taken  quite  sick,  but  again  got  better. 
One  day  his  daughter  was  sitting  by  him,  and  he 
said,  "  Mary,  do  you  remember  that  mother  died, 
the  other  time  the  Annual  Meeting  was  a*  Ottawa? 
1  wonder  if  I  won't  go  this  time."  He  expressed 
himself  as  being  ready  to  go  if  it  were  the  Lord's 
will. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  he  looked  unusually 
bright,  and  said  he  felt  good,  and  thought  he  could 
go  to  his  daughter's  for  dinner.  Sister  Metzger 
said,  "  We  will  fix  your  breakfast  and  get  you  up 
and  see  how  you  feel."  They  prepared  the  break- 
fast, brought  it  in,  and  when  they  began  to  raise 
him  up,  he  said,  "  Lay  me  down."  They  saw  he 
looked  strange  and  asked  him  if  he  was  sick.  He 
said,  "  It  seems  like  the  house  is  going  around." 
They  saw  he  was  sinking  and  called  the  children  to- 
gether. 

They  thought  he  had  a  paralytic  stroke.  In 
about  thirty  minutes  all  was  over,  and  grandpa  had 
gone  to  his  reward. 

Of  the  deceased  it  can  truly  be  said  that  he 
"  fought  the  good  fight  and  kept  the  faith."  In  his 
death  is  lost  a  devoted  husband,  a  kind  father,  a 
leader  wherever  there  was  good  to  be  done,  and  a 
grand  and  noble-hearted  man.      Sallie  E.  Cart. 


From  Morrill,  Kans. 

r  —  "^ 

The  members  of  the  North  Morrill  church  were 
thrown  into  mourning  by  the  fatalities  of  the  re- 
cent storm  that  passed  through  the  north  part  of 
Brown  County,  Kans.  The  awful,  deadly,  funnel- 
shaped  cloud  formed  in  the  Southwest  and  moved 
in  a  northeasternly  direction.  Dealing  death  and 
destruction  in  its  path,  it  swept  along  in  its  fury, 
gathering  force  as  it  advanced  into  the  I'ony 
Creek  Valley,  which  was  the  pride  of  Northeastern 
Kansas.  This  valley  was  noted  for  its  natural 
beauty,  its  fine  farms,  and  beautiful  homes,  where 
peace  and  plenty  reigned,  until  7  P.  M.,  May  7. 
Then  the  awful  storm  entered  the  valley  at  its 
upper  end,  swept  along,  leveling  houses  and  barns, 
grinding  the  timbers  into  kindling,  uprooting  or- 
chards and  shade  trees,  reducing  what,  before  the 
storm,*  was  the  pride  and  joy  of  the  families,  to  a 
scene  of  utter  ruin  and  desolation.  The  terror- 
stricken  people  in  nearly  every  instance  flew  to 
their  caves  and  cellars  for  safety,  and  all  escaped 
with  slight  injuries,  except  at  the  home  of  Bro.  D. 
M.  Saylor  where  the  greatest  disaster  occurred. 
As  the  storm  approached  Bro.  Saylor  and  wife, 
Lizzie,  Mrs.  Shuck,  their  hired  woman,  Grandma 
Saylor,  mother  of  D.  M.  Saylor,  Frank  Saylor,  the 
hired  man,  and  Samuel  Miller,  wife  and  child, 
neighbors  of  Bro.  Saylor,  all  took  refuge  in  the 
cellar  under  Bro.  Saylor's  fine,  large  house.  Mrs. 
Saylor,  the  hired  woman,  and  Bro.  D.  M.  Saylor, 
took  their  stations  along  the  south  wall,  and  the 
others  along  the  west  wall.  The  storm  struck  the 
house  on  the  south  side  and  slid  the  house  from 
the  foundation  in  a  straight  line  to  the  North.  A 
section  of  the  south  wall,  ten  feet  long  and  five 
feet  high,  where  Bro.  Saylor  and  the  two  women 
stood,  was  thrown  into  the  cellar,  burying  Bro. 
Saylor  and  the  two  women  beneath  the  ruins.  Bro. 
Saylor  realized  his  condition  in  an  instant  and 
felt  his  consciousness  leaving  him,  when  he  extri- 
cated himself  from  the  ruins  by  a  superhuman 
effort,  badly  bruised  about  the  head  and  face,  his 
left  arm  fractured  at  the  elbow  and  right  leg  bad- 
ly bruised.     His  injuries  are  not  fatal. 

When  the  rescuers  reached  the  two  women,  who 
were  buried  beneath  the  fallen  wall,  they  found 
them  both  dead.    Mrs.  Saylor  was  horribly  man- 
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gled  and  Mr 


shed  in. 
instant- 


Shuck's  forehead  was 
nces  indicate  that  they 
ly  killed.  Sister  Saylor  was  buried  in  the  Morrill 
cemetery  May  20.  The  funeral  services  were  held 
in  the  Brethren's  new  house  in  Morrill,  conducted 
by  Bro.  J.  S.  Mohler  and  the  writer.  Funeral  dis- 
course by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14:  13.  A  large 
concourse  of  sorrowing  friends  followed  the  re- 
mains to  the  tomb. 

Sister  Lizzie  Saylor  was  the  oldest  daughter  of 
Jonas  and  Mary  Lichty,  of  Somerset  County,  Pa. 
She  leaves  four  brothers,  two  sisters,  husband  and 
one  son   (the   only  child   living),  to  — 


loss.     Her  p 

Sister   Liz; 
entcenth  ye; 
Somerset    C 
She  spent  h 
in    Pennsylvania. 
Kansas  and  settl 
ty,  where  she  Ii\ 
The  North  Morr 
Israel.     She  was 
for  the  church  ai 
The  needy  were 
empty. 

May  jo, 


;nts  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  land. 

united  with  the  church  in  her  sev- 

and  was  married  to  D.  M.  Saylor,  of 

nty,    Pa.,    in    her    nineteenth   year. 

childhood  and  young  womanhood 

ia.    She   and   her  husband  came  to 

;d  on  their  home  in  Brown  Coun- 

ed  until    the    day   of   her   death. 

11  church    has   lost   a   mother  in 

in  exemplary  member.     Her  love 

id  humanity  was  broad  and  deep. 

never  turned  away  from  her  door 

W.  H.  H.  Sawver. 


Nov.  29,  181 

County,  Mil 

hood  and  marred.    He 

nois  until  after  the  late 

Dade  County,  Mo„  wher 


the 


Aln-i 


Ark., 

way.     Ab 

keeping, 

death,  May  9,  1896. 


he  lived  about  fourteen 
oved  to  Carroll  Count}', 
ained  until  his  health  gave 
ars  ago  he  gave  up  house- 
ivith  his  children  until  his 
Eld.   Gibson  united  with  the 


Brethren  church  about  forty-six  years  ago,  and 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  the  Brethren 
church  in  early  life.  He  labored  for  the  salvation 
of  souls  for  over  forty  years,  mostly  in  the  States 
of  Illinois,  Missouri  and_  Arkansas.  A  few  days 
before  his  death  he  seemed  to  have  a  presentiment 
that   his   time   had   about   come,   and   he   went   to 


work  to  set  his  house  in  o 
property,  and  certainly  was 
the  will  of  God  as  any  person 
whereof  I  speak,  for  I  talked 
fore  his  death.  When  I  sh< 
time,  I  said,  "  If  we  never  m 
hope  we  will  meet  in  heaven.' 


der,   disposed  of   his 
as  fully   resigned  to 


I  ever  saw.  I  know 
vith  him  the  day  be- 
>k  his  hand  the  last 
et  on  earth  again,  ] 
I   am  sorry  I   can 


not  give  the  exact  answer  he  made,  but  any  one 
seeing  the  expression  of  his  face,  could  get  the 
full  benefit  of  his  answer.  His  very  countenance 
beamed  with  joy,  as  he  expressed,  in  few  words, 
his  willingness  to  depart  and  be  with  the  Lord. 
On  the  day  of  his  death  he  was  about  the  place 
all  morning,  doing  his  usual  work.  He  ate  dinner 
as  usual.  Between  one  and  two  o'clock,  without 
giving  the  family  a  moment's  warning,  he  got  up 
and  walked  the  floor  a  few  minutes.  He  then  lay 
down  and  died  in  about  two  minutes,  without  a 
struggle.     He   leaves  the   good    old   wife    of    his 


Th 


Several  others  are  "near  the  kingdom." 
were  only  six  members  here  before  the  meet- 
ing commenced,  and  they  feel  greatly  encouraged 
and  built  up.  This  is  in  the  limits  of  the  Ryerson 
Station  congregation,  an 
bers  at  this  point  than  at 
gation.  After  closing  th 
days  visiting  rel 
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there    an 

more 

mem- 

y  other  i 

1  the  c 

ongre- 

meetings  i 

spent 

a  few 

nembers  i 

n  other 

parts 

)f  the. 


lited 


righty- 


gregation.  Among  the  ones 
the  elder,  Bro.  Adam  Wise,  who  is  in 
eighth  year.  He  is  very  feeble,  not  being  able  to 
attend  church  any  more.  He  seems  contented 
and  resigned,  patiently  waiting  the  Master's  call. 
He  was  greatly  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  success  of 
the  meeting.  I  reached  home  June  2  and  found 
all  well,  for  which  we  are  thankful  to  the  Giver  of 
all  that  is  good.  Andrew  Chambers. 

June  z.  < 

From  Union,  Va. 

Our  co-operation  meeting  was  held,  as  previous- 
ly mentioned  in  Gospel  Messenger,  and,  we  be- 
lieve, will  result  in  much  good.  It  was  decided 
to  send  out  ministers  "two  by  two"  alternately, 
to  spend  from  one  week  to  ten  days  and  more,  if 
necessary. 

ine  correspondent  appointed  to 

as  follows,  W.  H.  Naff,  Little 

Akers,   Dulany,   Va.;  Z.  Reeth, 

vey  Weddle,  Topeco,  Va. 

hing  in  Southwestern  Virginia,  ad- 

Lbove-mentioned  brethren,   will  re- 


each 


was  also  < 
angregation 
River,  Va.;  R.  T. 
Santos,  Va.;  Harvt 

Calls  for  pre; 
dressed  to  the 
ceive  prompt  attention. 

May  15  we  held  our  council.  One  was  received 
by  letter  and  three  letters  of  membership  were 
granted. 

May  16  we  organized  our  Sunday  school.  We 
will  use  the  Brethren's  literature.  The  Ministerial 
Meeting  of  the  First  District  of  Virginia  will  be 
held  in  our  meetinghouse  Aug.  28  and  29. 

M.  F.  Woods. 


youth  and  nine  married  childr 
Cojjeyville  Kans. 


J.  A.  Cox 


From  Midland,  Va. 


the  church.  All  of  them  are  our  Sunday  school 
workers.  We  can  now  say  that  all  our  teachers 
and  officers  are  members  but  one.  May  the  time 
not  be  far  distant  when  we  can  say  they  are  all  in 
the  fold!  Our  meetings  closed  May  31,  with  one 
more  making  the  good  choice  who  will  be  bap- 
tized June  14.  Mere  seemed  very  near  the  fold. 
We  regret  very  much  that  our  brother  could  not 
stay  longer,  but  are  very  thankful  that  he  sacri- 
ficed so  much  and  stayed  as  long  as  he  did. 

Maggie  Mvers. 
Laconia,  Ind.,  June  4. 


I  left  home  May  10,  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  Hickory  Knob  schoolhouse  in  Wetzel  Coun- 
ty, W.  Va.  I  arrived  at  Glover's  Gap,  May  12. 
Bro.  James  Wade  conveyed  me  to  place  of  meet- 
ing. I  commenced  meetings  the  same  evening, 
continued  until  the  25th,  preaching  every  morn- 
ing through  the  week  and  twice  each  Sunday.  We 
had  a  regular  attendance,  although  the  weather 
was  threatening.  We  also  had  good  order  and  the 
very  best  attention.  May  24,  at  4  P.  M.,  we  met 
at  the  waterside,  and,  in  the  presence  of  a  vast  au- 
dience for  that  country,  ten  precious  souls  were 
received  by  Christian  baptism.  One  who  had  wan- 
dered away  from  the  fold  was  reclaimed,  making 
eleven  in  all,  as  th^  immediate  result  of  the  meet- 


From  Martlnsburg,  West  Virginia. 

Our  Communion  meeting,  which  took  place  at 
the  Van  Clevesville  meetinghouse  May  30  and  31, 
was  a  spiritual  feast  to  those  who  participated  in 
it.  Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weath- 
er, the  church  was  packed  to  its  utmost,  and  even 
then  could  not  accommodate  near  all  who  came. 
About  eighty  members  communed.  During  the 
meeting  Bro.  William  Miller  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  We  were  richly  fed  from  the 
truths  of  God's  Word  by  elders  S.  F.  Sanger,  Wil- 
liam Anthony,  Samuel  Foltz,  A.  B.  Barnhart,  Abra- 
ham Roland  and  John  Otto.  Bro.  Anthony  offici- 
ated. Bro.  Sanger  installed  Bro.  Miller  and  wife 
to  the  office  of  deacon.  One  was  baptized  and  two 
others  made  application.  Our  elder,  D.  F.  Stouf- 
fer,  could  not  be  with  us  because  of  sickness.  On 
Sunday,  after  meeting,  we  went  to  Martinsburg, 
where  we  had  a  children's  meeting,  which  was 
ably  addressed  by  the  aforesaid  brethren.  We 
have  an  interesting  Sunday  school  at  this  place, 
under  the  Superintendency  of  brethren  S.  B.  Wright 
and  Casper  Miller.  The  brethren  presented  good 
thoughts  to  the  children  as  well  as  to  the  older  ones. 
In  the  evening  we  met  again  for  public  preaching, 
at  which  time  Bro.  Anthony  addressed  us  and  left 
good  impressions.  During  these  meetings  the 
brethren  all  labored  earnestly  for  the  saving  of 
souls  and  preached  the  Word  with  power.  This 
ended  a  meeting  long  to  be  remembered  by  those 
who  attended.  J.  O.  Butterbaugh. 

June  1.  t 

From  the  Harrison  County  Church,  Ind. 


The  Old  Order  Annual  Meeting. 

This  year  the  Old  Order  Brethren  held  their  An- 
nual Meeting  at  Covington,  Ohio.  Considering 
their  small  membership,  the  meeting  was  well  at- 
tended. Presuming  that  our  readers  would  enjoy 
some  news  concerning  the  gathering,  we  cull  the 
following  from  the  Covington  Gazette,  and  else- 
where: 

The  meeting  of  the  Old  German  Baptists  (Dun- 
kards)  opened  last  Saturday  afternoon.  The  larg- 
er part  of  the  Brethren,  however,  arrived  on  Satur- 
day evening.  The  committee  had  provided  their 
own  conveyances,  and  it  was  a  pleasant  sight  to 
behold  the  large  wagons,  as  they  passed  through 
the  town  on  their  way  from  the  depots  to  the 
grounds,  filled  with  pure-faced  old  and  young 
v/omen,  with  the  venerable  men,  and  the  austere- 
looking  young  men.  They  are,  indeed,  a  peculiar 
people,  but  are  earnest  and  conscientious,  and, 
above  all,  strictly  honest.  They  give  every  evi- 
dence of  industry  and  thrift.  The  men  are  strong, 
with  hands  hardened  by  toil,  and  faces  sunburnt 
and  healthy.  The  faces  of  the  women  from  the 
oldest  to  the  youngest,  are  all  fair  and  sweet- 
looking.  When  assembled  in  one  body,  as  in  the 
Tabernacle  Sunday,  the  faces  of  the  women  were 
as  pretty  a  sight  as  can  well  be  imagined.  ;  The 
neatness,  and  the  white  caps,  on  old  and  young 
alike,  gave  a  brightness  and  pureness  to  the  sc,ene 
worth  miles  of  travel  to  see. 

The  attendance  at  their  Tabernacle  on  Sunday 
morning  was  very  large.  The  Tabernacle  holding 
2,500  persons  was  densely  crowded.  Good  atten- 
tion was  given  to  a  sermon  by  Eld.  Shoup,  on 
"The  Peculiarities  of  the  Old  Order  Belief." 

At  six  o'clock  the  ceremony  of  feet-washing  and 
Communion  commenced,  and  lasted  until  after 
midnight,  and  many  of  the  candles  went  out,  or 
burnt  out.  There  were  probably  six  hundred  pres- 
ent who  participated  in  this  solemn  ordinance  of 
the  church.  The  utmost  decorum  was  observed. 
The  primitive  dining-hall,  with  board  table  and. 
plank  seats;  the  dim  light  furnished  by  candles 
placed  on  the  tables  in  the  old-fashioned  candle- 
lemn-faced  men  and  the  white- 
, — all  added  a  weirdness  to  the 
this  service  the  prominent  mem- 
d  interpreted  the  Scriptures,  re- 
ferring to  our  Lord's  Last  Supper.  This  was  in- 
terspersed with  the  singing  of  hymns,  lined  out 
and  then  sung.  The  sweet  v< 
and  the  strong  voices  of  the  : 
quisite  harmony,  and  added 
nity  to  the  scene.  It  was  ; 
By  arrangement,  two  men 
and  then 
the    feet 


sticks 
cappe 


spoke 


The  members  of  this  place  have  enjoyed  a  re- 
freshing season.  Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  came  to  us 
May  23  and  gave  us  fourteen  sermons.  He 
preached  the  Word  with  power.  He  labored  ear- 
nestly to  strengthen  the  brethren  and  sisters  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  show  the  sinner  his  con- 
dition. Eight  precious  souls  were  made  willing  to  UJ 
follow  the  Savior,  and  ^erQl  gladly  received  into  I  and  the  substitution  of  tin  foil  was  recommended.. 


of  the  women, 
n,  blended  in  ex- 
additional  solem- 
-emarkable  gathering. 
,shed  two  men's  feet, 
nged  and  wiped,  until  they  had  wiped 
:ady  washed,  when  they  took  their 
seats.  Even  with  the  frequent  changes  there  was 
no  confusion,  no  hurry,  and  no  useless  words.  l"e 
same  mode  of  procedure  occurred  on  the  other 
side  of  the  house,  where  the  women  performed  the 
same  offices  for  women.  Quietness  and  order  were 
observed  in  the  Communion  supper  which  fol- 
lowed, and  the  communicants  were  fed  with  almost 
military  promptness. 

Tuesday  forenoon,  in  answer  to  queries,  a  some- 
what lively  discussion  was  held.  Many  of  the 
Brethren  held  that  the  use  of  bicycles,  as  now  in- 
dulged jn,  was  harmful  to  Christians,  and  the  mem- 
bers were  advised  not  to  use  or  own  bicycles. 

of  gold  in  filling  the  teeth  was  also  disCUS^ 
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It  was  claimed  that  vanity  too  often  prompted  the 
use  of  gold. 

A  third  paper  related  to  members  communing 
after  they  were  anointed,  but  we  are  not  informed 
concerning  the  conclusion  reached. 

The  Old  Order  Brethren  are  not  given  to  statis- 
tics; in  fact,  they  do  not  believe  in  crnsus-takin°\ 
This  makes  it  rather  difficult  in  getting  at  their 
exact  number,  but  we  understand  they  have  rep- 
resentation in  nineteen  States,  and  this  number  is 
estimated  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  from  4,000 
to  8,000.  [The  former  number  is  more  nearly  cor- 
rect.— Ed.  of  M.]  They  are  opposed  to  mission- 
aries, Sunday  schools,  Endeavor  Societies,  and 
display  of  all  kinds.  On  the  camp  grounds  they 
had  nothing  that  would  bring  in  a  cent  of  revenue, 
and  fed  the  multitude  at  dinner  free,  as  well  as  at 
the  other  meals,  making  an  exception  only  of  the 
Sunday  supper,  when  the  Communion  took  up  all 
the  time.  They  interpret  the  Scriptures  literally, 
and  do  not  practice  infant  baptism,  their  mode  of 
baptism  being  the  same  as  in  the  other  branches  of 
the  Dunkards. 

From  the  Woodland  Church,  111. 

Our  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
June  3.  There  was  a  very  good  representation  of 
members  present,  although  it  rained  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  roads  were  very  muddy.  There  was 
very  little  business  before  the  meeting,  which  was 
soon  disposed  of  in  a  pleasant  way.  Last  Sunday 
we  were  all  made  to  rejoice  when  we  arrived  at  the 
meeting,  and  found  three  dear  souls  ready  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  church.  They  were  baptized  imme- 
diately after  meeting.  How  our  hearts  rejoice  to 
see  sinners  turn  to  God! 

Aug.  15  we  expect  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  to  be  here,  to 
commence  a  series  of  lectures  on  Bible  Lands. 
The  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Woodland  church, 
in  a  large  tent,  which  will  be  placed  in  front  of  the 
church,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  one  thousand  be- 
sides the  church,  which  will  hold  several  hundred. 
The  platform  in  front  of  the  church  will  be  occu- 
t  pied  as  the  stand.  We  think  we  will  be  able  to 
^accommodate  all  those  who  wish  to  come.  Our 
series  of  meetings  and  love  feast  will  also  be  held 
this  fall.  Our  series  of  meetings  will  commence 
Sept.  26,  and  will  continue  until  the  love  feast, 
which  will  be  held  Oct.  21.  Bro.  David  Eby  will 
conduct  the  meetings,  nothing  preventing.  We 
look  forward  to  these  meetings  with  joy,  hoping 
that  glorious  results  will  follow.     Lydia  Walter. 

Summum,  III. 

Notice. 

The  Sunday  School  Committee  appointed  last 
year  by  Annual  Meeting  wish  lo  complete  their 
work  and  publish  a  report  in  the  Messenger  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  done.  But  some  weeks  will  be  al- 
lowed to  pass  before  the  report  is  published,  so 
that  if  there  are  any  who  have  not  sent  in  reports 
and  still  wish  to  do  so  they  may  have  time  to  pre- 
pare them  and  send  them  to  the  undersigned. 

The  committee  wish  to  urge  all  who  have  not  yet 
done  so  to  send  in  reports.  They  wish  to  publish 
as  complete  a  report  as  possible,  and  the  more  sta- 
tistics they  have  the  completer  will  be  their  report 
in  the  Messenger.  There  are  still  blank  lists  of 
questions  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  and  all 
who  wish  these  questions  are  asked  to  write  him  for 
them  at  once.  Grant  Mahan,  Sec. 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 


Notes  from  the  Chicago  Mission. 

When  Paul  wrote  to  Timothy  he  expressed  him- 
self as  greatly  desiring  to  see  him,  when  he  remem- 
bered the  unfeigned  faith  that  was  in  Timothy, 
which  dwelt  first  in  his  grandmother  and  mother. 


We  can  say  with  Paul  that  we  had  greatly  di 
to  see  many  of  our  brethren  and  sisters  of  whose 
faith  we  have  known.  At  our  recent  Annual  Meet- 
ing it  was  our  pleasure  to  shake  hands  and  talk 
with  many  of  these.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
calling  at  the  home  of  three  little  missionaries, — 
Beth,   Hall   and   Cora,   in   Nebraska.     During  the 


past  winter  they  sent  us  the  income  of  their  last 
mer's  chicken-raising,  and,  to  our  surprise,  we 
learned  that  their  grandmother,  whom  we  also  met, 
is  the  sister  who  has  been  consecrating  every  nick- 
:1  that  comes  into  her  possession,  to  the  support  of 
the  mission  cause.  Here  is  an  example  of  the  mis- 
sionary zeal  that  dwelt  first  in  the  grandmother. 

Some  one  has  said  that  the  time  to  begin  to  train 
a  child  is  one  hundred  years  before  it  is  born. 
Missionary  giving  should  be  a  part  of  this  training. 

A  good.sister  of  sixty-five  years  of  age  sends  us  a 
contribution  for  the  Lord's  work.  She  has  a  crip- 
pled husband  and  labors  under  some  great  disad- 
vantages, yet  finds  time  to  make  "  cottage  cheese  " 
to  sell,  appropriating  the  income  to  the  Lord's  cause. 
Read  Ex.  35,  and  learn  what  all  the  women,  whose 
hearts  are  stirred,  can  do.  Underscore  the  phrases, 
"whosoever  is  of  a  willing  heart,"  "every  wise- 
hearted  among  you,"  "  all  the  women  that  were 
wise-hearted,"  etc.  Then  read  the  chapter  again 
and  again,  asking  God  to  give  you  a  willing  heart. 
Then  read  Malachi  3:  to  with  the  spirit  of  obedi- 
ence, and  see  whether  the  Lord  "  will  not  open  you 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  bless- 
ing, that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive 
it."  Let  us  take  God  at  his  word.  "  Prove  me  now 
herewith."     Mai.  3:  io.  Lizzie  Howe. 
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is  good  news  from  a  far  country," 

Myersdale,  Pa. — We  commenced  meetings  on 
May  18,  and  continued  until  over  our  love  feast, 
which  was  a  very  pleasant  one.  Bro.  Gaunt,  of 
Elk  Lick,  did  the  preaching.  Three  young  men 
made  the  good  confession  and  were  baptized. — /.  C. 
Johnson. 

North  Manchester  Church.  Ind.— We  have,  so 
far,  had  the  most  beautiful  spring  season  ever 
known  here.  Spiritually,  the  good  work  still  goes 
on.  Last  Sunday,  at  our  regular  meeting,  one 
more  dear  soul  was  baptized  into  Christ.— D.  C 
Cripe,  May  27. 

Brice,  Mich.— The  New  Haven  church,  Mich., 
rejoices  in  the  accession  of  four  precious  souls  by 
baptism  within  the  past  month.  One  of  them  was 
a  young  and  promising  son  of  Bro.  R.  H.  Yutzey's, 
the  others  are  heads  of  families  and  young  in  years. 
Rejoice  with  usl— /.  W.  Ckambers,  June  6. 

Mississinewa  Church,  Ind.— This  church  met  in 
quarterly,  council  June  6.  Quite  an  amount  of 
business  came  before  the  meeting,  all  of  which 
was  disposed  of  pleasantly.  The  members  decided 
to  elect  two  deacons  at  our  love  feast,  which  is  to 
be  held  June  12.  We  are  glad  to  say  that  one  dear 
sister,  that  had  wandered  away,  was  received  into 
the  church.— 5.  M.  Rarick. 

Glendale,  Arizona.— On  Saturday  morning,  May 
23,  the  members  of  the  Glendale  church  met  in 
council,  preparatory  to  the  Communion,  to  be  held 
the  evening  of  the  same  day.  Four  letters  of  mem- 
bership were  received.  A  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  circulate  the  Brethren's  tracts.  In  the  even- 
ing thirty-one  members  communed.  The  congre- 
gation was  very  attentive  and  orderly,  and  the 
meeting,  conducted  by  our  resident  ministers, 
passed  off  very  pleasantly.— John  E.  Mohler. 

Wabash,  Ind.  —  We  met  in  quarterly  council 
June  4,  at  1  P.  M.  A  good  many  members  were 
present,  and  willing  to  work  for  the  Master's 
cause.  "The  One-cent  Mutual  Aid  Plan"  was  pre- 
sented and  considered  by  the  church,  to  aid  the 
cause  of  homeless  children,  and  was  adopted  by 
the  church.  Bro.  Samuel  Brubaker  was  appointed 
Treasurer  of  the  Mutual  Aid  Society.  A  move  was 
also  made  to  improve  the  singing  at  Sunday  school, 
and  adopt  "The  Brethren's  New  Song  Book." 
Our  council-meetings  have  been  changed  from  the 
first  Saturday  to  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month.— 
Kittle  Hursh. 
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Pa.,  and  Chas.  Bonsack,  fro, 
Bro.  Wieand  preached  three  ser: 
Bro.  Bonsack  one.  The  latter 
ministry,  but  is  doing  remarkably  well,  and  we  be- 
speak for  him  a  grand  success  in  this  great  work 
for  the  Master.  Brethren  and  sisters,  do  not  for- 
get to  pray  for  the  work  of  saving  souls  in  our  cit- 
n  this  blessed  land  of  ours!— Abratn  S.  ffershey, 
June  2. 

River,  Ind.— The  Salimonie  church,  Huntington 
County,  Ind.,  held  her  spring  love  feast  May  21, 
and  it  was  surely  a  season  of  joy  to  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  it.  The  attendance  was  not  as  large 
as  usual  from  adjoining  congregations.  The  home 
members  were  mostly  in  attendance.  Ministerial 
help  was  light.  Bro.  Samuel  Murray,  of  Mexico, 
Ind.,  officiated,  and  seemed  to  stand  the  work 
well.  The  attention  and  order  were  good.  Our 
Sunday  schools  are  all  doing  well.  The  Sunday 
school  work  seems  to  be  growing  in  our  congrega- 
tion.— 0.  C.  Ellis,  June  4, 

Spring  Run,  Pa.— Our  love  feast  was  held  in  the 
Pine  Glen  church  on  the  evening  of  May  22.  Most 
of  our  members  were  present  and  a  large  audience 
of  spectators  witnessed  the  solemn  scene.  A  num- 
ber of  visiting  brethren  and  sisters  were  with 
us.  The  visiting  ministers  were  brethren  James 
Lane,  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  Crist  Myers  and  Harry 
Spanogle.  Three  precious  souls  were  made  willing 
to  forsake  the  ways  of  the  world  at  our  feast,  and 
two  at  our  council-meeting,  a  week  previous. — M. 
C.  Stvigart,  Mc  Veytown,  Pa. 

["Visiting  ministers"  reads  much  better  than 
"  strange  ministers,"  as  some  write.  Let  other  cor- 
respondents follow  the  examplel — Ed.] 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Md.— Our  love  feast  in  the 
Pipe  Creek  congregation  is  now  in  the  past.  We 
had  a  very  large  meeting.  About  five  hundred 
members  communed.  Bro.  Orville  Long,  of  Ab- 
bottstown,  Pa.,  was  with  us,  and  other  ministers 
from  adjoining  congregations.  Bro.  Long  offici- 
ated. Our  Sunday  school  promises  to  be  quite 
large  this  summer.  We  are  using  the  Brethren's  lit- 
erature in  the  school,  and  find  it  a  great  help. 
One  of  the  saddest  events  that  our  school  has 
been  called  to  pass  through,  for  a  long  time,  was 
caused  by  the  death  of  sister  Susanna  Englar,  who 
has  taught  the  first  Bible  class  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  our  school,  twelve  years  ago.—  Rachel 
A.  Pfvutz,  Liiiwood,  Md, 

Walton,  Kans  —  We  held  our  love  feast  near  Wal- 
ton, May  30  and  31.  There  were  brethren  and  sis- 
ters present  from  a  distance,  among  them  Bro. 
Nusbaum,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.;  Allen  Boyer,  of  Illinois; 
H.  E.  Light,  of  Pennsylvania;  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of 
Michigan;  George  S.  Rairigh,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.; 
and  others  from  the  Far  East.  Bro.  Johnson,  of 
Wichita,  Kans.,  is  our  elder.  Bro.  Jacob  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  officiated  at  our  feast.  We 
were  glad  to  see  so  many  members  with  us  from 
Eastern  States.  We  have  no  minister,  but  we 
have  a  good  Sunday  school.  Any  good  minister- 
ing brother,  passing  by,  would  be  gladly  welcomed 
to  stop  and  give  us  some  good  sermons.  Our  love 
feast  will  long  be  remembered. — Andrew  Miller, 

Kidder,  Mo.— We  are  still  moving  along  steadi- 
ly. We  received  two  dear  ones  June  4  by  baptism. 
Some  Brethren  are  looking  at  our  nice  country, 
and,  so  far,  appear  to  be  well  pleased  with  it.  We 
think  some  will  locate  with  us.  We  greatly  need  a 
house  of  worship,  which  we  hope  to  build  in  the 
near  future.  We  invite  our  brethren  and  friends 
to  correspond  with  us.  Inclose  a  stamp  and  we 
will  gladly  answer  all  questions  in  regard  to  the 
country.  I  am  now  writing  in  the  City  of  Le 
Mars,  Iowa,  at  which  place  I  arrived  last  night, 
and  am  now  awaiting  a  conveyance  to  take  me  out 
to  Bro.  D.  A.  Miller's,  where  I  expect  to  hold  a  se- 
ries of  meetings.  I  do  not  know  when  I  shall  re- 
turn. Address  me  at  Kidder,  Uo.—  Wm.  C,  Hipes, 
June  6. 
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Information  Wanted.  —  Any 
knowing  of  the  whereabouts  of  Isaac 
Mundorf,  whether  living  or  dead,  will 
please  address  the  writer  at  Lititz 
Lancaster  Co.,  Va.—Linn  H.  Nies. 

Ozawkie  Church,  Kans.  —  We  feel 
that  the  Lord  is  blessing  the  work  at 
this  place.  Last  night,  after  pre 
ing,  an  invitation  was  extended  and 
one  dear  soul  came  forward  and  ex 
pressed  a  desire  to  unite  with  the 
church.  Baptism  was  administerec 
to-day.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sun 
day  school,  with  a  growing  interest.— 
H.  L.  Brammcll,  June  1. 

Sipesville,  Pa.— Bro.  D.  H.  Walker, 
of  Lull,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series  ol 
meetings  on  the  evening  of  May  16 
He  gave  us  eleven  good  Gospel  ser- 
mons, which  were  greatly  enjoyed  by 
all.  The  attendance  and  attent 
were  very  good.  Although  we  c 
not  report  any  accessions,  we  feel  that 
the  good  seed  sown  may  yet  bring 
forth  fruit  for  the  Master's  use— John 
J.  Darr,  May  jo. 

Ephrata,   Pa.— Our  love   feast 
a  very   pleasant  one.     We  had  a  good 
supply  of  ministers,  and  they  did 
in  dealing  out  the  Bread  of  Life. 
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r  work,  and 
lirit  of  meek- 
now  in  charge  of 
elWenger.  We 
bless  him  with  light 
wisdom,  so  that  our  church  may 
er  under  his  care.  This  church 
good  Sunday  school,  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  S.  W.  Kulp  as  Su- 
perintendent. We  also  have  a  Bible 
class.  May  God  awake  all  our  mem- 
bers, to  see  what  their  duty  is,  so 
they  may  work  while  the  time  of 
grace  is  extended, — J.  R.  Royer,  May 

Cedar  County  Church,  Iowa.  —Our 
late  feast  was  a  pleasant  one.  Eld. 
J.  C.  Seibert  was  with  us  and  officiat- 
ed. At  this  meeting  we  received  one 
by  letter  and  two  by  baptism.  The 
two  baptized  were  members  of  our 
Sunday  school  class  at  the  Pleasant 
View  church.  While  being  interrogat- 
ed as  to  their  faith,  etc.,  one  (though 
young  in  years)  replied:  "We  read 
that  Jesus  was  about  his  Father's  bus- 
iness at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and 
I  am  that  old."  May  God  bless  our 
Sunday  school  work!  I  desire  to  here 
state  to  our  brethren  and  sis 
Middle  Iowa,  that  we  now  have  the 
promise  of  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  to  b 
with  us  at  our  Ministerial  Meeting  ii 
October.  This  certainly  will  be  good 
news  to  all.— /o/rtt  Zuek,June  I. 

York,  N.  D.-We  met  in  a  called 
council  at  this  place  on  Saturday 
May  30,  with  the  Brethren  from  Can- 
do  and  Grand  Forks,  in  order  to  re 
ceive  the  letters  of  the  new  member; 
that  have  moved  here  this  spring. 
Twenty-four  letters  were  read  and  re- 
ceived, which  makes  a  membership 
of  about  thirty-five.  We  had  preach- 
ing on  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  at 
II  A.  M.,  by  the  Brethren  from  Can- 
do,  to  a  crowded  house.  We  have 
an  interesting  Sunday  school,  which 
meets  every  Sunday  at  10  A.  M.  We 
have  preaching  every  other  Sunday 
at  II  A.  M.,  and  from  now  on  every 
Sunday  evening.  We  have  two  min- 
isters and  four  deacons.  Our  minis- 
ters are  Joseph  Demuth  and  Walter 
Brunton. — Minnie  E.  Smith,  June  1. 


La  Place,  111.— May  21  was  the  time 
set  for  the  love  feast  in  the  Okaw 
church.  The  attendance  was  not  as 
large  as  usual,  on  account  of  much 
rain.  Brethren  G.  B.  Heeter  and  I. 
Bennett  Trout  were  the  ministers  from 
a  distance.  Bro.  Heeter  officiated. 
The  church  agreed  to  hold  an  election 
for  two  deacons.  The  lot  fell  on 
brethren  W.  Buckingham  and  S.  Nick- 
ey.  They  and  their  wives  were  duly 
installed.— £.  F.  Wolfe. 

Accident,  Md.— Eld.    Aaron    Fike, 
of  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  began  preaching  for 
us  at  the  Center  church,   May   18,  and 
continued  until  the  23rd,  closing  with 
Communion  services.    The  church  has 
been  revived  and  built  up  by  the  ear- 
nest efforts   of  Bro.    Fike.     Six  dear 
souls  came  out  to  serve  the  Lord  and 
were   baptized.     Our    Sunday    school 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  Bro. 
J.  W.  Beeghly  as  Superintendent,  and 
Bro.  Joseph  Beeghly  as  Assistant.—/. 
A  Speicher,  May  27. 
Tunker,    Ind.  —  The    Sugar    Creek 
lurch,    Whitley    Co.,    Ind.,    met    in 
quarterly  meeting  May  30  at  2  P.  M. 
r  elder  had  just  returnrrj  from  An- 
1   Meeting.     What   business  came 
before  the  church   was  disposed  of  in 
rotherly  love.     Our  communion  was 
ppointed     for    Oct.    16.      One    dear 
brother,  who  had  fallen  years  ago,  was 
reclaimed.      We    believe    some    good 
was  sown   during  our  late  series 
of  meetings  that  will  bear  fruit  in  the 
future.— P.  G.  Yodcr. 


Lower  Cumberland,  Pa.— Our  lov. 
feast  convened  at  the  Mohler  meeting 
house  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  May 
30  and  31.  Bro.  C.  L.  Pfoutz  officiat- 
ed. .It  was  the  largest  gathering  held 
here  for  many  years.  About  eight 
hundred  persons  were  present.  Near- 
ly three  hundred  communed.  About 
fifty  failed  to  get  to  the  tables.  We 
had  a  children's  service  on  Sunday, 
which  was  very  interesting  and  im- 
pressive. We  had  good  order,  and 
good  attention  prevailed.  There  were 
brethren  and  sisters  present  from  about 
six  Counties,  and  the  membership  at 
home  is  certainly  built  up  in  the  faith 
of  the  Gospel.— Wot.  H.  Miller. 
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r  brother 
baptized.  We  then  met  at  the 
meetinghouse  for  worship  and  the 
feast.  In  connection  we  held  an  elec- 
tion for  one  minister.  The  lot  fell  on 
Bro.  Frank  Ebersole.  We  also  elect- 
deacons,  —  brethren  David 
Foust  and  Wm.  Harglcrode.  At  the 
e  our  dear  brother,  J.  Kurtz 
id  wife,  handed  in  their  cer- 
tificates of  membership.  Elders  N. 
and    also 

brethren  Wm.  Anthony,  D.  M.  Zuck, 
J.  Kurtz  Miller  and  J.  F.  Neibert  did 
the  preaching.  Eld.  Martin  officiat- 
ed and  did  the  installing.— /o/zk  Leh- 
ncr,  Upton,  Pa..  June  1. 

Westphalia,  Kans. — There  will  be  a 
love  feast  held  at  the  Section  school- 
house  June  .27.  The  place  of  meet- 
ing is  about  eight  miles  southeast  of 
Lebo,  and  five  miles  west  and  one 
mile  north  of  Hall's  Summit,  Coffey 
County.  This  is  a  mission  point,  and 
we  would  like  very  much  to  have 
some  of  the  adjoining  members  at- 
tend, especially  ministering  brethren 
Come  and  help  us!  The  Scott  Val 
ley  church  decided  to  hold  her  fal 
love  feast  Oct.  14  and  15.  Wife  and  I 
went  from  the  Annual  Meeting  to 
Lyndon,  the  County-seat  of  Osage 
County,  and  held  four  meetings.  We 
found  six  members  in  the  city,  and 
they  seem  to  be  alive  in  the  Master's 
cause.  I  believe  a  good  work  could 
be  accomplished  here,  if  proper  ef- 
forts were  put  forth.  The  people 
were  well  pleased  with  the  preaching 
and  were  very  anxious  that  we  should 
come  back  again.  It  was  stated  that 
the  Brethren  had  never  preached  a 
sermon  in  the  city  before.— Chas.  M. 
Yearout,June  2. 


^OUR  *  BOOK  x  TABLED 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  norle  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmament  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  S1.25.  To 
ministers,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 


Ex-President  Harrison's  articles   have 
-oved  such   an   enormous   success  with   The 
Ladies'  Nome  Journal,  adding  over  100,000  to 
irculation  of  the  magazine,  that  the  series 
be  extended  beyond  the  original  limit. 
The  ex-President  has  now  reached  the  treat- 
ment of  "  The  President's  Official  Family  "  in 
ieries,  describing  the  relation  which  each 
let  member  holds  to  the  president.    Then 
fill  show  "  How  the  Senate  Works  "  and 
w  Congress  Legislates," — each 
article. 


Dr.  Parkhnrst's  articles  to  young  men  in 
The  Ladies'  Home  Journal have  turned  out  to 
be,  next  to  General  Harrison's  articles,  the 
most  profitable  venture  which  that  magazine 
has  ever  undertaken.  His  coming  papers  will 
deal  with  a  young  man's  social  life;  his  busi- 
ness success;  as  a  citizen;  his  religious  life  and 
his  marriage. 


•  JFALLEN  t  ASLEEP^ 

"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord." 


STUMP— In  the  Sandy  church,  Home- 
worth,  Ohio,  May  16,  1896,  Bro.  Adam  Stump, 
aged  77  years,  2  months  and  13  days.  He 
leaves  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  His 
wife  and  five  children  preceded  him  to  the 
spirit  world.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Eli 
Stroup.  Ella  Weaver. 

ORDEWAY.— In  the  limits  of  the  New 
Haven  church,  Mich.,  May  19,  1896,  sister 
Susan  Ordeway,  aged  66  years,  2  months  and 
12  days.  She  lived  a  devoted  Christian  until 
her  death.  She  was  baptized  by  Eld.  Abra- 
ham Stutzman  in  Delta,  Ohio.  Funeral  con- 
ducted by  the  writer.      Daniel  Chambers. 

BEAVERS.— At  her  home,  in  the  bounds  of 
the  Decatur  County,  Iowa,  church,  May  24, 
1896,  sister  Christina  Beavers,  aged  about 
83  years.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  church  for  a  number  of  years,  Servic 
at  the  house  May  25,  by  the  writer  from  2  G 
5:  1.     Interment  at  High  Peint.     L.  M.  Kob, 

AKERS.— In  the  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
Floyd  Co.,  Va.,  April  29,  1896,  sister  Susar 
Akers,  aged  about  80  years.  She  lived  a  con 
sisient  member  of  the  Brethren  church  fo 
many  years.  Her  husband  preceded  her  t< 
the  spirit  world  only  about  one  year. 

R.  T.  Akers. 
KIME.— In  Silver  Lake,  Ind.,  May  28,  1896 
sister   Ellen    Kime,   aged  42  years,  4  months 
and  24  days.     She  has  been  an  invalid  eve 
since  she  was  eight  years  old.     She  joined  thi 
Brethren  church  in   1878,  and  has  been  cared 
for  by  brother  and  sister  Sainer,    of    Silv 
Lake,  Ind.,  up  to  the  time  of  her  death.     F 
neral  services  by  Eld.  Samuel  Leckrone  from 
Ps,  90:  12.  c.  C.  Arnold. 


HOPPUS.— In  Packerton,  Kosciusko  Co., 
nd.,  May  22,  1896,  Mary  E.  Hoppus,  aged 
7  years,  9  months  and  13  days.  Funeral  im. 
>roved  by  Eld.  Samuel  Leckrone,  from  Isa 
4:  16,  17.  C.  C.  Arnold. 

REED.— In  the  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
Floyd  Co.,  Va.,  May  2,  1896,  of  heart  disease' 
without  a  moment's  warning,  sister  Delila 
Reed,  aged  70  years,  7  months  and  10  days. 
She  lived  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  for  a  number  of  years.  Her  husband 
vas  taken  by  the  Northern  army  during  the 
■ebellion  and  died  in  prison.  As  she  was  left 
vith  a  large  family  of  small  children,  she  had 
iard  work  to  raise  them,  but  succeeded,  and 
ived  to  see  all  of  them  members  of  the  Breth- 
en  church  except  one.  Two  children  pre- 
:eded  her  to  the  spirit  world.    R.  T.  Akers, 

WHITE.-Near  New   Sharon,    Iowa,    May 
jo,   1896,  Freddie,  son  of  friend   George  and 
Jane   White,   aged    3   years  and   a   few  days, 
srvices  at  their  home  by  the  writer. 

S.  P.  Miller. 
GARTON.— Near  Dawsonville,  Greene  Co., 
Va,,  March  6,  1896,  sister  Mary  L.  Garton! 
aged  46  years,  1  month  and  20  days.  She  was 
aarried  to  James  H.  Garton,  Oct.  6,  1868,  and 
lthough  living  isolated  from  the  church,  she 
ived  a  consistent  life  for  about  twenty-six 
ears.  S.  A.  Sanger. 

HARSHBARGER.— Near  Lewistown,  Pa., 
May  18,  1896,  Charles  Alexander,  son  of  Bro! 
H.  L.  and  sister  Clara  Harshbarger,  aged  1 
year  and  2  days.  Funeral  services  by  S.  I, 
Swigart.  Sarah  Spanogle. 

NALLY.— In  the  Silver  Creek  church,  Ogle 
o.,  Ill,,  May  30,  1896,  Bro.  Solomon  Nally, 
aged  85  years,  6  months  and  22  days.  He  was 
first  married  Jan.  3,  1S32.  Eleven  children 
born  to  him  by  this  marriage.  His  sec- 
marriage  occurred  July  14,  1872,  and  was 
blessed  by  four  children.  Twelve  of  his  chil- 
are  living  and  attended  the  funeral.  He 
united  with  the  Brethren  church  in  the  fall  of 
and  lived  a  consistent  life  until  the  end. 
:ral  services  by  Eld.  Joseph  Amick  from 
Heb.  n:  16. 

GROVE.— In  the  Weeping  Water  church, 
Cass   Co.,   Nebr.,    May   23,    1896,   Bro.  Jamei 
e,  aged   about  82  yean 
ivere  conducted  by  Bn 


MlN 


.    j allies 


SAYLOR.— In  the  Mingo  church,  Pa.,  Bro, 
Jeriah  W.  Saylor,  aged  78  years,  f  months 
nd  3  days.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Brethren  church  for  fifty-three  years,  and 
served  the  church  as  deacon  for  more  than 

f  years.  He  was  always  ready  for  the 
Lord's  work,  and  gave  willingly  of  his  time 

means.  He  lived  and  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Limerick.  Montgomery  County. 

aught  school  successfully  for  thirty-eight 
years  in  Montgomery  County,  —  thirty-one 
years  in  succession.  A  widow  and  seven  chil- 
dren remain.     Two  daughters  have  preceded 

to  the  spirit  land.     Funeral < 
ducted  by  Bro.  Jesse  Ziegler  from  Ps.  1 


L.  Conner. 

Pa.,    May    28, 

i   21   years,  8 


BLOUGH.— At  Stoystow 
1896,  Charles  E.  Blough, 
months  and  27  days.  He  was  a  son  of 
Epbraim  and  Mary  Blough.  He  leaves  a 
father,  four  sisters  and  three  brothers.  His 
mother  died  two  years  ago.  He  was  buried 
in  the  Stoystown  cemetery,  Funeral  services 
by  J.  H.  Mickley.  Albert  Berklv. 

ARNOLD.— At  Bradford,  Ohio,  May  28, 
1896,  Annie  Dorah,  daughter  of  D.  E.  and 
Addie  Arnold,  aged  3  years,  6  months  and  13 
days.  Interment  at  the  Holtzswamp  meeting- 
mghouse,  York  Co.,  Pa.  Funeral  services  by 
Bro.  David  H.  Baker.         Mary  K.  Baker. 

HALL.— At  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Faircloth,  near  Grinnell,  Iowa,  May  3°. 
1896,  Joseph  Hall,  aged  79  years,  11  months 
and  4  days.  He  was  born  June  26,  1816,  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio.  Feb.  4,  '836,  be  *** 
married  to  Nancy  Wright,  who  preceded  him 
to  the  spirit  world  three  years,  four  months 
and  twenty-four  days.  To  their  union  we 
born  ten  children.  Seven  of  them  surV^" 
him,— two  sons  and  five  daughters, 
age  of  twenty-two  years  be  united 
Brethren  church,  and  for  nearly  fifty-seven 
years  he  has  been  an  exemplary  member. 
He  died  in  the  hope  of  a  glorious  immortali- 
ty. Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  assisted 
by  Isaac  Barnhizer  from  Rev.  14:  '3- 

G.  W.HOPWOOD- 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


1  Spring  District,  9e- 


■in«i  H.  at  -  ''■  M-.  ClinTiniiiri   Crt-ek    i'lnirt'1 

at  B  P.  M-i  Uuclc  Creek  church,  Henry  Co 

and  14.  at  8  F-  M->  Sterling  church,  Btei 

t  »nd  H   at  10  A.  M.,  Harlan  church,  fou 
'-s  oaat  of  Harlan,  Shelby  Co.,  Iowa. 
and  '4.  Rorae  oburota,  Ohio, 

at  11  A.  M.,  Garrison,  Iowa. 
,  at  a  P.  M.,  Sheldon,  Iowa. 

i,t  111  A.  M.,  Silver  Creek  church,  Oblo. 
■   nt  4'  :■->!  I'.  M.,  Chippewa  church,  Beac 
vo  house,  Oblo. 
.iii  4:  sit  P.  M„  Zionchurohhouse,  Tuscan 

,  Beach ly  church,  Beachly,  Pa. 

.  and  17,  at  1  P.  M.,  Yellow  Crowfa  church,  II 

at  10  A  M.,  Pipe  Creelc  church,  Ind. 
■and  18,  at  i  P.  M.,  Indian  Creek  enure: 
swell,  Story  Co.,  Iowa. 
;  and  1»,  at  10  A.  M„  Pine  Creek,  111. 
1,  at  5  P.  M.  Baugo  church,  Ind. 
8   at  10  A.  M.,  Eel    River  cliurch,  six  rail 
lb  of  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
1,  Bremen,  Iod. 

i,  at  8  P.  M.,  Springfield  ohnrcb.  Ind. 
:',  :,nd   -M,  at  2:  :J0   P.    M„   Franklin  Count 


lu  Valley  church,  Oregon. 
M.,  Berrien  church,  Mich. 
M.,  Carson  Valley,  Pa. 
.  M.,  Middle  Creek  church, : 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  ilp  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  Si. 50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  witl. 
mation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  belter  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Junday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


A.  M.,  Wyaudot  churol 
1  P.  M.,  Hickory  Grove, " 


June  SO,  Rogue  I 


>  church,  Wood 


I.,  Maple  Valley  church, 


church,   Horner 


9  Valley  church, 


,  at  10  A.  M.,  Camdt 
wn  Co.,  K.'ins. 


«.,  Wolf  River  ch 
Creek  church,  Hagers- 


•  •  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 
°oo  time  or  more,..„ Si  5< 

Cli'  mnatlj  (,  tunes) 1  31 

Jl»«  month.  (t3rUne,') ".'..  t  * 

»«  month,  (,4  lim„) to. 

°"»"S«tl„,e,),' „ 

„         No  Cu-ts  or  other  electto',inaerted  unless  tnountei 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

PPing  and  Commission  Merchant 

30S  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

BrvES$9,  PoQltry,  Game  and  FrnltB.  Bpeolal- 
Bori,'  8t""»'  Grain,  Fnr>,  Hides,  Dried  Frnlti 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  should,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
ngle  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
given  time  of  its  study,  than  ofothers.be- 
Luse  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
jmprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

0,  Seven  helps  are  usually  fot^d  on  each 
ige  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religtoui 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brcth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onl] 
recognized    cBurch    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  111  all  the  schools  within  reach 

copies  to  one  widicsn,  3  months 17' 


arginal  references  of  the  Au 

illowing  each  verse. 

.rginal  readings  of  the  Au- 


.rginal   reading^  of  the  Revised 
i  the  text 


(5)  The 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  bad 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  4pto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 


Bound  in  cloth,  per  s 
Bound  in  half  leat.be 
Bound  i 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good 
agents  desiring 
dress; 


.  for  the  work.    Ad' 


Brethren's 


Map  of  the  United  States. 


me  Map  of  the  Unlled  S 

Copies  will  be  mailed  t 
;n  cents  in  postage  by 
C.  B.  e>Q.  K.  R.,  Chic? 


Jte~Send  for  Our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


:opio! 


I.C-.S 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac. 

ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  co 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  ( 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


-Every  farr 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
anced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
nd  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
aroughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wc 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  Tear 35  cents 

8  copies,  per  quartet, io  cents 

ao  copies  aud  over )%  cents  each 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


:rl;.'i  =i 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  st 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  var 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 

1402  Four  DoslgQS,  very  nne,  flowered  bor- 

1815  Four  Designs,  very  flue  gilt  edge,  size 

60  oe 

tesigns,  size  4x6, 26  oe 

280  Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  ix.1, .  .  .  26  ce 

Hln  Embossed  Flowers,  size  -1x6, 26  oe 

2H>  FmlxisKi.'d  Flowers,  size  4xH, 25  ce 

297  EmbosBed   Landscape   aud    Flowers, 

aize  4x6, 25  ce 

2*1  EmbosBed,,  extra  line,  size  3Vax5J^, .  .20ce 
287  Birds  and  LiuKlKunpf,  HizniixliVs,  .  .  .  .  15  ce 
.294  Birds  find  Landscape,  sl/e.'Kfi',^, ,  .  .  .  16  08 
.285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  8)jxi% .  19  06 
233  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  3^x6)4,  ■  ■  .12  c* 
:291  Fine  Scenery,  size  3^x6^, 10  ce 

000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards,  50  De- 
signs  86  oe 

Woia  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x8J£, .  .  .  20  oe 


1  Tex 


Sorlpto 

When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  th< 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdoien.  .  ,  $    «■ 


each  lesson, 


Class  Books,  per  dozen,.  .  .  . 

Leaf  Cluster,  plotorial  chart  1 

per  quarter, 


Other  Help*.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps, 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  writ 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 


Brethre 


l  CO., 


111. 


<n  CuitK,    It  im-  given  good 
,  W.  Va..  writes  Fob.  10,1886: 


Seed-Time. 


We  will   Hend   a   smnple    of  VICTOR  INFANTS' 


VICTOR  REMEDIES  CO., 


Start  a  Class 


buved bo  nnd  lire  well  pleased.    No  dlfllt-ulty 

Easy  to  Teach. 

Easy  to  Learn. 

Easy  to  Pay  for. 


ZERO  CREAMERY  CO.,  PERD.  IND. 
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P<ya|  Baking 


Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


^ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

i,  Bandy  oburob,  Kreeburg,  Ohio. 

,  hi  8  P.  M.,  Middle  Creek,  Pn. 

m  in  A.M.,  Month  Morrill,  Drown  Co.,  Ktine, 

at  LO  A.  LVb.  Wooilland  church,  Fulton  Co. 


FREE  HOMES! 


Brethren,  wishing  to  join 
the  original  colonies,  with 
organized  churches  and 
schools,  in  North  Dakota 
along  the  Great  Northern 
Railway,  where  the  very 
best  agricultural  lands  can 
be  had  under  the  homestead 
law,  and  can  be  lived  on  for 
seven  years  without  taxes, 
assessments  or  interest  on 
land,  are  invited  to  write  to 
the  undersigned,  who  has, 
in  the  last  three  years,  lo- 
cated in  that  State  several 
thousand  settlers,  including 
Brethren  and  friends.  Reli- 
able printed  matter  sent 
free  to  any  address,  as  well 
as  personal  reply  to  all  let- 
ters. 

MAX  BASS, 
220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


FARM  FOR  SALE! 


Ohio,  one-Jinir  11 

hoUSO.     A    iiiiiiiIm 

neighborhood.    1 

land.    It  Is  nlno 
town,  affording 

Of  HoLOMON    Ei.X 
Ohio. 


The  Land   Department  ot  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


11-^iuIjjim-iJ   lueutlnglH 


immy  advantages  possessed  1 
'ollowlng  may  bo  mentioned: 
I   COMPETITION,   with   eon 


y public  sehoolsln  1 


good  market,  and  about  flvi 
irest  railroad  stations.  Inouln 
a.  North  l.lnia,  Mahoning  Co. 


RHEUMATISM. 


V   Illir.ilUll-     111    SM     \!     I 

'u i  lilll.VMMi  W: 

'  Diitiilimd  nl  it  <!<:pi  li 


N'KING  WATER,! 


LK..NITK  COAT,  soils  nl    Ctirrlngtoii, 


Illinois  Farms  for  Sale! 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
145  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  GltBGSTEN,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  ho 

el  Is  cer 

trally  located,  sod 

M 

in  the  City. 

varying 

.    Thorn 

KuUutant  untie  rue  sib 

f  i»»-fificr  Elevator 

lisoo,  Topeka  and  Santa  Fe  R,  I 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  0.  E.  Crouse,  De- 
scribing the  many  Advantages 
of   this    Famous    Route. 


All  Unit  CD 


p.s.-ir  i  nanliaors 
2^-For  further  inf. 


.  E.  I'KllllSK. 


al  Traveling  Agent,  Peoria 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
■eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  "The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 

sition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethreu,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 

ion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.     Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  to 

iters,  $1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  for 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrillinc  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  Si  .50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  arc  willing  to  give  special  induce- 
ments.    Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 
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any  book  published  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
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The  long  looked-for  Atvnual  Report  of  the  ar- 
mies of  the  world  has  just  appeared,  and  contains 
figures  that  are  startling  to  contemplate.  It  is 
shown  that  it  costs  more  than  8700,000  000  annu- 
ally to  sustain  the  immense  standing  armies  of  the 
world.  Russia  has  an  army  of  3,077,000,  which  is 
sustained  at  a  cost  of  8213,000,000.  Next  comes 
Germany,  whose  army  numbers  584.734,  followed 
by  France  with  524,768.  Great  Britain  has  on  her 
military  pay-roll,  865,421.  Even  Spain,  in  its  ter- 
rible financial  condition,  sustains  an  army  of  95,000 
men,  at  a  cost  of  823,160,000  per  year.  The  United 
States  has  the  smallest  army  of  any  important  na- 
tion in  the  world,  consisting  of  about  25000  men. 
It  is  further  shown  that  the  military  forces  are  on 
the  increase,  that  more  money,  each  year,  is  be- 
ing spent  to  keep  up  the  standing  armies.  The  fig- 
ures given  do  not  include  the  millions  of  dollars 
yearly  spent  for  building  new  warships,  construct- 
ing and  remodeling  fortifications,  and  the  improv- 
ing of  the  implements  of  warfare.  What  a  waste 
of  money,  energy  and  lives  to  keep  up  a  barbarous 
practicel  When  Christianity  shall  prevail  as  it 
should,  these  immense  armies  will  be  disbanded 
and  the  people  saved  the  enormous  tax  burden 
now  laid  upon  them. 

Lydia  was  a  business  woman,  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  and  was  a  seller  of  purple. 
To  what  extent  she  was  engaged  we  are  not  told, 
D«t  she  did  not  permit  her  business  to  interfere 
with  her  religious  duties,  for  on  the  Sabbath  we 
nnd  her  by  the  riverside  engaged  in  prayer  with 
°'her  women  that  had  assembled  for  the  same  pur- 
Pose.  From  that  day  to  this  women  have  engaged 
'"  various  lines  of  business,  but  during  the  last 
twenty  years  there  has  been  a  remarkable  increase 
ln  the  number  of  women  engaging  in  business  life. 
n  Professional  occupations  women  have  increased 
v"  237  per  cent  as  against  126  per  cent  for  men, 
ln  trade  the  increase  for  women  is  1,051  per 


cent  and  156  per  cent  for  men.  There  are  now 
245,965  female  teachers;  twenty  years  ago  there 
were  but  84,047.  There  are  now  64,048  female  clerks 
and  copyists,  2Jjyy  bookkeepers  and  accountants, 
and  21,185  stenographers  and  typewriters  as  against 
8,023  in  this  entire  department  in  1870.  There 
are  now  58,449  saleswomen  where  twenty  years 
ago  there  were  but  2,775.  Among  the  other  pro- 
fessional women  are  now  34,579  musicians  and 
teachers  of  music,  10,810  artists  and  teachers  of 
art,  4,555  physicians  and  surgeons,  4,875  govern- 
ment and  other  officials,  and  2,725  authors,  literary 
and  scientific  persons.  We  are  happy  to  state  that 
very  few  women  are  engaged  in  the  saloon  business. 

,  Since  the  Annual  Meeting  we  have  been  kept 
too  busy  on  the  Report,  and  other  lines  of  labor, 
to  give  this  page  the  attention  that  it  should  have 
had,  and  for  that  reason,  we  failed  to  say  anything 
concerning  the  coronation  of  the  Czar  of  all  Rus- 
sia, at  Moscow.  The  display  is  said  to  have  been 
the  most  magnificent  the  world  has  ever  seen,  and 
cost  not  less  than  S20,000,000.  This  is  an  amazing 
waste  of  money,  and  it  has  to  come  mainly  from 
the  poor,  and  those  in  moderate  circumstances.-  A 
shadow  was  cast  over  the  festivities  that  filled  the 
hearts  of  thousands  with  gloom.  On  a  plain,  in 
front  of  the  Petrovsky  Palace,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  May  30,  fully  200,000  persons  had  gathered 
to  take  part  in  a  great  banquet,  that  had  been  ar- 
ranged for  500,000  later  in  the  day.  A  few  packa- 
ges «f  presents  WL're  cast  among  the  people  already 
gathered,  which  precipitated  the  panic.  The  scram- 
ble for  the  presents  caused  the  people  to  trample 
one  upon  the  other,  until  not  less  than  1,100  men, 
women  and  children  were  crushed  to  death.  The 
sight  was  horrible  to  look  upon.  The  moving  and 
raging  mass  of  humanity  seems  to  have  lost  all 
reason,  and  no  amount  of  persuasion  could  quiet 
them.  Among  those  killed  were  many  wealthy 
ladies,  and  the  children  were  from  some  of  the 
best  of  families.  What  efforts  people  will  make 
for  a  few  earthly  treasures,  and  how  they  do  lose 
their  reason  in  pursuit  of  a  little  worldly  gain! 

The  sacred  historian  tells  us  that  when  Moses 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  old  he  died  on 
Mount  Nebo,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Dead  Sea,  and 
was  buried  by  the  Lord  in  the  valley,  in  the  land 
of  Moab,  and  that  no  man  knoweth  of  his  sepul- 
chre. A  celebrated  poet  has  written  thus  of  the 
departure  of  the  immortal  Hebrew  prophet  and 
lawgiver: 

"This  was  the  grandest  funeral 
That  ever  passed  on  earth; 
And  no  man  heard  the  tramping, 

Or  saw  the  train  go  forth. 
And  no  man  dug  the  sepulchre, 

For  the  hand  of  God  upturned  the  sod, 
And  laid  the  dead  man  there." 
Men  have  searched  with  diligence  for  the  rest- 
ing place  of  the  hero  of  the  wilderness,  but  all  to 
no  purpose.  Even  the  devil  is  concerned  about 
the  spot  in  the  valley  where  rests  all  that  is  mor- 
tal of  Mount  Sinai's  distinguished  sage,  for  we 
read  in  Jude  9,  that  he  disputed  with  Michael,  the 
angel,  about  the  body  of  Moses.  From  this  we 
infer  that  Satan  himself  does  not  know  the  spot 
where  Jehovah  upturned  the  sod  and  laid  the 
prophet  to  rest.  The  Mohammedans,  however, 
think,  or  pretend  to  think,  that  they  have  found 
the  tomb  of  Moses,  and  each  year,  about  Easter 
time,  visit,  in  great  numbers,  the  place.  They  have 
located  the  tomb  twenty  miles  east  of  Jerusalem, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Dead  Sea,  not  less  than 


twenty  miles  from  the  valley  in  which  the  sacred 
penman  says  the  Lord  buried  the  man.  On  these 
occasions  they  spend  fourteen  days  in  banqueting 
and  revelry  in  honor  of  one  who  would  be  dis- 
gusted with  their  performances  were  he  to  rise 
from  the  dead.  All  this  pretended  worship  is  for 
mere  display,  for  the  Mohammedans  have  about 
as  little  use  for  Moses  as  they  have  for  the  lowly 
and  meek  Jesus,  whom  they  daily  insult  in  their  mas- 
sacre of  the  Armenians  and  other  Christian  people. 

Far  to  the  north  of  Sweden  and  Norway  are  the 
Spitzbergen  Islands,  It  is  from  this  point  that 
Solomon  August  Andree,  and  his  two  companions, 
are  to  start  on  their  balloon  voyage  across  the 
North  Pole.  The  immense  balloon  is  completed, 
and  all  the  arrangements  have  been  perfected,  and 
the  parly  is  now  on  its  way  from  Gothenburg  to 
the   islands   referred  to.    There  the  balloon  is  to  I 

be  set  up,  and  inflated,  and  when  the  wind  blows        g  s 
from  the  right  direction,  the  three  men  will  step        °°  \ 
aboard,  cut  loose  from   the  earth,  and  start  upon       e 3 
the   most   dangerous   voyage   ever   undertaken   by        o-* 
mortal  man.     They  expect  the  wind  to  waft  them        «  - 
across  the  North  Pole,  and  if  all  goes  well,  they 
may  land  at  some  point  in    North  America,  pos- 
sibly in  Alaska.    Should   the  wind  prove  favora- 
ble, they  may  complete  the  journey  inside  of  ten 
days,  though  the  balloon  is  prepared  to  float  seven 
hundred  days,  and  the  party  is  well  supplied  with 
provisions.    Some   things   are  favorable  for  cross- 
ing the  Pole  at  this  season  of  the  year.    The  sun 
shines  both  day  and  night,  and  the  weather  is  not    ~ 
so    cold  but  that    it    can    be   endured,   and    the 
winds  may  also  prove  favorable.     Should  the  voy- 
age  be   completed,   as   contemplated,   these  three 
men  will  be  the  first  ones  to  view  that  part  of  the 
globe,  and  an  account  of  their  discoveries  will  be 
read  with  intense  interest.     They  will  probably  find 
it  as  Job   has    said   of  the   Lord:    "He   stretcheth 
out  the  north  over  the  empty  place."     Job  26;  7. 


Concerning  the  great  libraries  of  the  world  it 
is  estimated  that  the  combination  of  the  Astor  and 
Lenox  libraries  with  the  Tilden  bequest,  a  total  of 
520,000  volumes  will  be  assured  for  the  new  library 
in  New  York.  The  Library  of  Congress  still  re- 
mains the  largest  in  the  States,  with  650,000  vol- 
umes. The  New  York  State  Library  at  Albany 
holds  first  place  in  historical  value  and  complete- 
ness and  is  second  in  the  size  of  its  law  depart- 
ment. The  Boston  Public  Library  has  597,000 
volumes.  But  the  largest  library  of  the  world  still 
remains  in  Paris,  where  there  are  shelved  together 
2,100,000  volumes,  and  in  the  British  Museum  in 
London  there  are  1,200.000.  The  Imperial  Library 
in  St.  Petersburg  comes  next,  with  1,000,000,  and 
the  Munich  library  has  810,000.  The  Royal  library 
in  Berlin  has  800,000,  and  the  Dresden  library 
525,000,  the  nearest  in  numbers  to  the  New  York 
library.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  add  that  there 
were  also  great  libraries  in  ancient  times.  The 
Alexandria  Library  (Egypt)  is  said  to  have  con- 
tained 700,000  volumes.  It  was  destroyed  A.  D. 
642  by  the  Saracens,  who  heated  the  water  of  their 
baths  for  six  months  by  burning  books  instead  of 
wood.  This  was  the  greatest  literary  loss  the 
world  has  ever  sustained.  The  library  probably 
contained  hundreds  of  valuable  volumes,  dating 
far  beyond  the  Christian  era.  From  the  ground, 
however,  great  libraries  are  being  unearthed  in 
the  form  of  brick  tablets.  Some  of  these  are  fully 
five  thousand  years  old,  and  not  only  state  what 
occurred  immediately  after  the  flood,  but  confirm  in 
an  interesting  manner  many  of  the  Bible  narratives. 
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MY  TIMES  ARE  IN  THY  HAND. 


In  thy  great  plan  of  love,  my  Lord; 
And  that  according  to  thy  word 

Its  changes  have  been  made 
From  link  to  link. 
For  what  could  I 
With  this  elusive  thing— 
Of  heart  heat,  feeling,  thoughts  and  fears, 
Mcm'ries,  to-morrows,  laughter,  tears— 
What  for  its  solving  bring 
Life's  mystery? 
Small  choice  is  mine 
In  all  that  comes  and  goes; 
Mine  but  to  be;  to  live  as  thou 
In  thy  good  will  shalt  show  me  how; 
Nor  reckon  joys  or  woes, 
Just  love  divine. 
Ah!  it  is  rest 
To  drop  the  pride  of  choice, 
The  wealth  of  cares,  and  simply  say, 
Decide  fur  me,  lead  thou  my  way, 
By  rod,  or  hand,  or  voice; 
Thy  will  is  best. 
And  it  is  lite 
Indeed,  to  no  more  care- 
When  one  has  cared  so  much  and  long- 
How  life  goes  on,  if  weak  or  strong, 
Still  here,  or  sooner  there, 
In  calm  or  strife. 
My  times-all  times- 
Arc  in  thy  hand.     So  ends 
All  agony;  for  nothing  ill 
Can  through  thy  pierced  palm  distill. 
Thy  hand  my  peace  defends 
With  love  sublime. 

—Mrs.  S.  31. 1.  ffmry. 

WEALTH. 


BY  BALUBHAI  JEYSHANKER. 

.  At  the  suggestion  of  some  of  my  friends,  from 
far  beyond  the  dark  blue  waters,  whom  chance 
brought  me  in  contact  with,  I  make  bold  to  write  a 
n  with  the  centre  of  earthly 
I  am  neither  a  scholar  nor  a 
whatsoever  I  can,  in  well- 
As  a  Hindoo,  I  am  not  go- 
ling  lustre  of  wealth  which  in- 
-but  I  shall  nev- 


few  line 
possession 
penman,  yet   I   state 
meant,  simple  words 
ing  to  tarnish  the  da 
fluences  all, — old  as 


5  yuung,- 


er  sing  praises  of  fascinating  gold,  that  has 
brought  on  executions  of  ambitious  sovereigns, 
that  has  sown  seed  of  disunion  among  brothers, 
that  has  led  many  an  honest  heart  to  base  acts,  and, 
in  fact,  that  has  made  half  the  globe  blind  by  its 
luminous  look. 

I  leave  it  to  superior  gen 
brains  to  define  and  give 
let  me  go  a  little  farther  or 
tions  as  regards  wealth.  E 
more  than  is  necessary  for 


s,  and  more  advanced 
ustrations  on  wealth; 
and  raise  several  ques- 
ts a  man  really  need 
board,  lodging  and 


clothing?  Do  hoards  after  hoards  ever  fill  trie 
ing  raptures  of  a  human  being— ever  give  peace  of 
mind?  Are  they  ever  the  source  of  true  happiness 
—keep  company  with  seekers  of  riches?  Does 
wealth-a  handful  of  smoke,  amassed  by  fair 
means  or  foul— ever  go  with  a  person  when  he 
draws  the  last  breath,  his  thoughts  being  previous- 
ly at  war  with  themselves?  Can  it  ever  buy  him 
salvation,— our  final  goal? 

Who  will  not  answer  these  questions  in  the  nega- 
tive? In  the  first  place  the  more  a  man  gets,  the 
more  he  wishes  to  add  to  his  stores,  and  he  passes 
days  in  meditations  to  increase  his  wealth,  while 
nights  fly  in  anxious  thoughts  about  preservation 
of  it.  Thus  he  has  no  rest  at  all,  without  which  all 
his  wealth  contributes  but  little  towards  his  happi- 
ness. 

We  have  heard  of  many  a  millionaire  being  a 
victim  to  bankruptcy,  as  wealth,  which  is  never  sta- 
tionary, leaps  from  one  lap  to  the  other,  disappoint- 
ing the  one  who  adores  it. 

When  we  were  born  in  this  world  we  came  with 
empty  hands  and  shall  part  with  it,  as  many  have 


done,  without  anything  in  our  palm.  Whatsoever 
good  actions  we  have  done  during  our  lifetime, 
shall  accompany  us  to  the  next  world  when  we 
shall  have  to  stand  before  an  Impartial  Judge,  who 
will  not  let  us  go  because  we  had  had  vast  treas- 
ures in  our  possession.  The  virtuous,  though  poor, 
shall  stand  upright  before  him,  while  the  strug- 
gling soul  of  a  wealthy  lord  shall  be  bound  with 
iron  fetters. 

Kverything  has  its  uses  and  abuses.  So  has 
wealth.  To  one  it  proves  the  cause  of  misery  while 
to  another  all  enjoyments  are  in  it.  It  is  bad  poli- 
cy to  deposit  wealth  in  dark  cells  or  underground, 
without  turning  it  to  account.  Among  the  Hindoos 
such  a  custom  prevails  to  some  extent,  and  traits  of 
it  are  still  found  among  the  cultivators  and  villag- 
ers. They  have  been  accustomed  to  bury  money 
underground  since  the  dark  and  tyrannical  times 
of  the  Pathans,  the  Moguls  and  Pindaris,  when 
there  was  not  the  least  safety  of  person  and  prop- 
erty. The  Hindoos  (not  all),  being  unaware  of 
proper  use  of  money,  used  to  invest  the  largest  por- 
tion in  ornaments  of  gold  and  silver,  studded  with 
precious  stones  (of  course  useful  in  hard  times). 

Some  who  are  wealthy  go  out  barefooted,  while 
having  thousands  of  rupees  in  gold  on  their  per- 
sons, and  yet  clothed  only  with  a  dirty  piece  of 
cloth  round  their  loins.  Their  policy  is  more  or  less 
penny-wise  and  pound-foolish.  Some  are  known  to 
have  left  much  wealth  after  death,  as  they  spend 
but  very  little  during  their  life-time.  They  go  on 
gathering  until  the  end,  to  leave  a  s 
gant  relaiions  who,  perhaps,  make  ; 
of  it.  Worse  than  all  is  their  custo: 
caste  dinners,  in  the  name  of  social  gatherings,  but 
really  otherwise,  to  be  held  at  the  time  of  deaths 
and-  marriages.  Thousands  of  rupees  are  wasted 
after  such  dinners  every  year  to  the  great  disad- 
vantage of  the  poorer  classes. 

Much  has  been  said,  or  volumes  have  been  ex- 
hausted, on  this  subject  by  educated  and  enlight- 
ened reformers.  Money  certainly  is  very  useful  in 
this  world,  if  well  used.  It  is  not  simply  intended 
to  gratify  carnal  desires  of  the  possessors,  but  to  be 
used  in  building  hospitals  and  other  charitable  and 
religious  work.  It  might  be  invested  in  some  ad- 
vantageous undertaking,  where  it  may  be  freely 
circulated  among  the  needy  or  in  similar  ways. 

If  money  be  at  all  useful  in  sustaining  life,   may 
the  Highest  Being,  who  created  this  wide  world,  be 
aised  in  a  proper  use  of  it! 
Butsar,  Imi. 
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dy  on  the  worship  of  the  sun,  in  which  th. 
man  whom  they  call   Christ,   in   place  of  the' 
and  pay  him  the  same  adoration  which  was  o '"'•'' 
nally  paid  to  the  sun." 

Speaking  of  the  worship  of  the  sun,  the  book 
goes  on  to  say: 

"The  Masons   adopt   the   same  practices     Th 
roof  of  their  temples  or  lodges  is  ornamented  with 
a  sun,  and  the  floor  is  a  representation  of  the  vari 
gated  face  of  the  earth,  either  by  caricature 
Mosaic  work. 

"The  Masons,  in  order  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  persecution  of  the  Christian  church  have 
always  spoken  in  a  mystical  manner  of  the'figure 
of  the  sun  in  their  lodges.  It  is  their  secret,  es- 
pecially  in  Catholic  countries,  because  the  figure  of 
the  sun  is  the  expressive  criterion  that  de 
are  descended  from  the  Druids,  and  that 
gant,  philosophical  religion  was  the  faith  oppose 
to  the  faith  of  the  gloomy  Christian  church." 

The  Parsees  are  much  given  to  the  worship  of  the 
sun.  Remembering  this,  some  of  the  above  state- 
ments show  the  object  of  the.  book  clearly.  It 
rather  desires  to  uphold  Masonry,  uphold  anything, 
in  its  desire  to  oppose  the  one  religion  of  the 
heart. 

Bulsar,  Ir.d. 
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Recently  an  old  book  was  handed  me,  which 
was  full  of  all  kinds  of  hard  sayings  against  Chris- 
tianity. It  was  published  years  ago  by  the  Par- 
sees,  and  a  Parsee  boy  gave  it  to  me.  I  quote  from 
it  parts  of  a  few  pages  where  Christianity  is  set 
aside  of  Freemasonry. 

"  It  is  always  understood  that  Freemasons  have  a 
secret  which  they  carefully  conceal;  but  from  every 
thing  that  can  be  collected  from  their  own  accounts 
of  Masonry,  their  real  secret  is  no  other  than  their 
origin,  which  but  few  of  them  understand;  and 
those  who  do,  envelop  it  in  mystery. 

"  We  see  that  Masonry  lays  claim  to  some  divine 
communication  from  the  Creator,  in  a  manner  dif- 
ferent from  and  unconnected  with  the  book  which 
the  Christians  call  the  Bible; 
from  this  is,  that  Masonry  'i 
very  ancient  religion,  wholly 
unconnected  with  that  book. 

ie,  then,  at  once  to  the  point,  Masonry  is 
d  is  the  remains  of  the  ancient  religions 
ds,  who,  like  the  magi  of  Persia  and  the 
priests  of  Heliopolis,  in  Egypt,  were  priests  of  the 
sun.  They  paid  worship  to  this  great  luminary  as 
the  great,  visible  agent  of  a  great,  invisible  first 
cause,  whom  they  styled  "Time  without  limits  ' 

"The  Christian  religion  and  Masonry  have  one 
and  the  same  common  origin.  Both  are  derived 
from  the  worship  of  the  sun;  the  difference  between 
their  origin  is,  that  the  Christian  religion  is  a  paro- 
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TO  PURIFY  THE  SOUL  IS  TO  OBEY  THE  TRUTH. 


BY  MAY  SWIHART. 


This  was  the  language  of  Peter  many  years  ago, 
and  if  it  was  God's  method  in  saving  souls  by  obey- 
ing the  Truth  in  those  days,  then,  certainly,  it  is 
the  same  to  us  who  live  in  these  last  times,  for  we 
have  the  same  God  and  the  same  laws  as  they  had. 

Every  one  should  know  what  truth  is.  Christ 
said,  in  his  prayer  to  his  Father,  "Thy  word  is 
truth,"  and  the  apostle  Peter  says:  "  The  word  of 
the  Lord  endureth  forever,  and  this  is  the  word 
which  by  the  Gospel  is  preached  unto  you."  So, 
then,  we  see  that  truth  is  the  Word  of  God  and  the 
Word  is  the.  Gospel.  Then  we  have  it  tfci  «* 
must  purify  our  souls  in  obeying  the  Gospel,  and 
this  we  understand  to  be  the  whole  Gospel,  for 
James  says,  "  Whosoever  keepeth  the  whole  law, 
and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all." 

I  would  like  to  know,  then,  how  so  many,  in  this 
age  of  the  world,  can  say  and  believe  that  they 
have  purified  their  souls  while  they  have  never 
obeyed  the  Truth,  but  rather  contended  against  the 
Word,  saying,  '  No  need  for  all  this;  I  know  my 
soul  is  purified."  Should  we  not  rather  take  the 
witness  of  God  than  the  witness  of  these  men? 
Through  disobedience  sin  entered  into  the  world. 
Then,  through  obedience  we  can  be  restored 
again.  Did  the  apostle  mean  what  he  said?  Ye 
disobedient,  answer  this  question.  God  ever  was 
and  is  as  his  word.  The  whole  book  points  to  obe- 
dience and  it  matters  not  how  much  men  talk  of 
religion,  and  how  much  they  pray,  and  how  much 
ado  man  may  make,  God  said,  "  Behold,  to  obey  is 
better  than  sacrifice,  for  rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of 
witchcraft,  and  stubbornness  i 
atry."  •'  He  that  rejecteth  me 
words  has  one  that  judgeth  hii 
have  spoken  shall  judge  man  at  the  last  day." 

Still  poor,  deluded  souls  will  go  on,  not  regard- 
ing the  Word  of  Life,  and  thinking  they  know  bet- 
ter. Yes,  they  know  a  better  way  to  purify  their 
souls  and  an  easier  way,  too.  Some  claim  to  have 
the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  think  that  is 
enough.  The  apostle  says,  "  This  is  the  love  of 
God  that  we  keep  his  commandments."  Now, 
then,  he  that  hath  the  love  of  God  in  his  heart  will 
keep  his  commandments,  but  those  who  do  not 
keep  his  commandments,  and  still  say  they  have 
the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts,  should  read  I  J°nn 
2:4. 


as  iniquity  and  idol- 
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'  I  have  received  the  Holy 


Another  one  says 
Spirit  at  a  certain  time."     Dear  friend: 
try  the  spirits,  and  how  are  w 
the   Word.     It   was  given  by  inspirat 
spirit  of  God,  and  the  Word 
ever    cooperate.    They    never  [disagree, 
spirit  which  we  have  received  leads  us  away 
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.  Word,  we  may  at  once  set  it  down  as  a  false 
for  many  false  spirits  have  gone  out  into  the 


rid. 


What  did  Peter,  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  tell  the 
inquirers  after  truth?  "  Repent  and  be  baptized, 
cvery  one  of  you."  Was  Peter  right?  Should  we 
eicy  the  truth  in  order  to  purify  the  soul? 

jvly  dear  friends,  you,  who  have  been  sitting  un- 
der the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  for  years  and  have 
felt  the  callings  of  God  so  often,  and  have  labored 
under  the  heaviest  convictions  so  that  you  could 
hardly  withstand  the  strivings  of  the  Spirit,  why 
are  you  waiting?  Come  and  purify  your  souls  in 
obeying  the  Truth. 

Think  of  it!  When  the  Lord  will  come  in  flam- 
ing fire  to  take  vengeance  on  them  that  obey  not 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  man,  who  is  not 
now  willing  to  hear  and  obey,  when  Christ  says, 
»  Come,"  will  surely  obey  when  he  will  say,  "  De- 
part from  me  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels."     Horrible  thought! 

Fathers  and  mothers,  you  who  have  children, 
take  up  the  cross  and  follow  Christ!  Teach  the 
little  ones  to  flee  the  wrath  to  come!  May  we  all, 
in  the  end,  leave  a  bright  example  and  a  good  tes- 
timony behind  us! 

Smith  Whitley,  Ind. 


XJzLJU    QOSPBL    MBSSHCTQIIB. 

The  same  is  true  of  those  who  baptize  by  sprink- 
ling or  pouring.  There  is  not  one  text  found  in  the 
Bible,  telling  us  to  baptize  in  this  way.  In  defend- 
ing their  position  they  argue  from  the  stand-point 
of  reason,  while  those  who  baptize  by  immersion 
argue  from  the  stand-point  of  Bible  facts.  Pcdo- 
baptists  tell  us  that  in  the  days  of  Christ  and  the 
apostles  there  was  not  sufficient  water  round  about 
Jerusalem  to  immerse  a  man  They  also  tell  us 
that  three  thousand  could  not  have  been  immersed 
in  one  day,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  con- 
trary is  easily  proved. 

Some  may  think  we  are  too  radical  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  we  certainly  are  not,  when  we  remember 
the  case  of  Moses.  He  was  commanded  to  speak 
to  the  rock,  but  he  employed  a  substitute  and  h, 
smote  it  instead.  In  consequence  of  this  he  lost 
the  reward;  and  he  could  not  have  lost  more  had 
he  done  nothing. 

Friedens,  Va. 
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Any  one  employed  in  manufacturing  wares 
should  make  them  to  suit  those  wishing  to  pur- 
chase. If  he  does  not,  he  will  not  succeed  in  his 
business.  To  illustrate,  a  farmer  applies  to  a 
wagon-maker  for  a  wagon.  He  gives  him  full  di- 
rections how  to  construct  it.  He  desires  it  to  be  of 
sufficient  strength  to  carry  5,000  pounds.  When 
completed,  the  wagon  is  found  to  be  of  a  capacity 
of  only  1,000  pounds.  The  farmer  at  once  rejects 
it,  saying  to  the  wagon-maker,  "  This  is  not  my 
wagon.     It   is    not    made   according  to    my   direc- 

herefore  the  farmer  is  under  no   obliga- 

cept  it. 

vhen  we  work  for  the  Lord.     He  will  not 

n  one  piece  of  work  that  is  not  strictly 
according  to  his  directions,  from  the  fact  that  all 
work  thus  done  does  not  belong  to  him.  It  belongs 
to  him  who  does  it. 

Brethren,  when  we  come  together  to  observe  the 
ordinance  of  feet-washing,  if  each  one  should  take 
his  own  basin  to  the  place  appointed  for  services 
and  sit  down  by  himself  and  wash  his  own  feet, 
this  would  not  be  the  Gospe!  order  of  feet-washing. 
It  would  be  our  own,  not  being  according  to 
Christ's  directions.  Had  the  Corinthian  brethren 
observed  order  when  they  came  together  to  eat  the 
Lord's  Supper,  the  apostle  would  not  have  given 
them  one  word  of  reproof.  Those  who  brought 
provisions,  ate  it  all  themselves,  consequently  they 
ate  to  excess  and  were  drunken.  Those  that 
brought  nothing  had  nothing  to  eat,  therefore  they 
were  hungry.  This  is  why  the  apostle  reproved 
them  so  sharply,  by  telling  them,  "This  is  not  to 
eat  the  Lord's  Supper.  For  in  eating  every  one 
taketh  before  other  his  own  supper;  and  one  is 
hungry,  and  another  is  drunken."  1  Cor.  11:  20 
he  Corinthians  ate  their  own  supper,  and  there- 
fore did  not  eat  the  Supper  according  to  the  Lord's 
Erections.  They  should  have  tarried  until  all 
things  were  placed  in  proper  order.  Then  they 
should  have  eaten  as  it  becometh  devout  persons. 

11  is  possible  that  those  brethren  did  not  partake 
01  the  bread  and  cup  of  Communion  in  that  night. 
'  they  did,  they  did  it  unworthily.  It  could  not 
a«  been  otherwise,  after  eating  their  own  supper 
and  omitting  the  Lord's  Supper.  This 
a,d  to  them,  "  He  that  eateth  and  di 
jrthily,  eateth  and  drinketh  damnatic 
not  discerning   the   Lord's  body." 
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by  saying  to  them,  "  My  brethren,  when 
me  together  to   eat,  tarry  one  for  another." 

the  L  Wl'°  take  the  bread  and  the  wine  and  ca"  il 
hav*  M.rd  S  SuPPer'  have  not  Christ's  supper.    They 
e  feir  own  supper. 


BY  STELLA  FIANT. 

There  are  a  great  many  different  kinds  of  cur- 
rents, butjwe  shall  name  only  two,  for  the  present, 
— the  Gulf  current,  and  the  life  current,  or  current 
of  time. 

I  suppose  almost  all  of  us  have  heard  of  the 
great  Gulf  current,  flowing  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co to  the  shores  of  Europe.  We  all  know  how  well 
the  sailors  like  to  get  into  that  current,  as  it  make 
the  climate  so  much  warmer  and  more  comfortabl 
than  the  waters  just  out  of  the  boundary  of  that 
current.  How  closely  he  watches  to  keep  in  th 
boundary,  or  course,  he  has  taken,  for  he  is  in  dan 
ger  of  losing  his  life,  together  with  everything  con- 
tained in  his  vessel.  Of  course  some  will  say  they 
have  life-preservers  arid  life-boats,  but  what  would 
those  avail  on  that  vast  ocean  of  water,  with  no 
other  help  close?     Death  would  be  the  end! 

The  great  life  current  flows  all  over  this  land  of 
ours!  It  covers  much  more  territory  than  t 
Gulf  current.  The  wind  does  not  always  bl 
warm  and  gentle  as  do  the  winds  of  the  Gulf 
stream.  Sometimes  the  storms  of  life  are  cold  and 
disagreeable.  How  often  do  we  see  people  in  the 
cold  and  evil  current  of  life!  Some  of  them  we 
would  dearly  love  to  see  come  into  the  warm  and 
good  current,  where  they  can  have  comfort,  but, 
alas,  they  go  on  in  this  cold  world,  heedless  of 
what  they  are  doing,  not  thinking  of  their  eternal 
welfare.  What  will  become  of  them  if  they  do  not 
stop  and  get  into  that  good  and  warm  current? 

We  can  scarcely  pick  up  a  paper  but  what  tells  of 
some  awful  deed  some  one  has  committed  that 
would  make  the  cold  chills  run  over  most  any 
one,  but  it  all  vanishes  in  a  little  while,  and  is 
heard  of  no  more  in  this  world,  to  be  revealed  in 
that  other  world.  How  many  are  following  this 
current  of  life  and  how  few  are  following  the  good 
and  warm  current?  Why  is  this?  Is  it  because  we, 
who  are  in  the  good  and  warm  current,  are  selfish 
and  do  not  invite  those,  that  are  out  of  the  boun- 
dary, to  come  in?  Surely  not;  we  certainly  tell  the 
good  news  to  our  friends,— what  good  there  can  be 
obtained  if  we  are  Christians,  walking  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Jesus. 

May  we,  who  are  sailors  in  that  warm  current,  so 
to  speak,  not  get  out  of  the  boundary  we  have  tak- 
en, or  else  we  will  lose  our  spiritual  lives  and  not 
only  ours,  but  it  might  cause  some  of  our  friends  to 
lose  their  spiritual  lives,  which  would  not  only  b, 
the  first  death  but  the  second  death. 

Connersville,  bid. 
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BY  JOHN  G.  SCHMIDT. 
t  be  weary  in  well  doing:  for  in  due 


in   store  something  bright  fo 


"And  let  us  n 
we  shall  reap  if  we  f 

Providence  h; 
every  one,  no  matter  what  one's  station  in  life  or 
surroundings  may  be,  if  only  every  one  could  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  know  how  to  make  the  best  of  the 
privileges  he  or  she  enjoys. 


Yes,  we  can,  by  the  grace  of  God,  keep  the  spir- 
itual atmosphere  of  our  own  being  clear,  and  freely 
receive  the  glorious  light  that  radiates  from  the 
throne  of  the  Lamb.  However  humble  or  unfortu- 
nate our  earthly  lot  may  be,  if  only  we  keep  that 
channel  open  and  guarded,  through  whose  appoint- 
ed ways  our  cups  of  joy  may  be  filled  and  kept  con- 
tinually overflowing.  As  keys  to  the  doors  lead- 
ing to  the  bright  side,  let  us  lay  hold  on  the  follow- 
ing and  meditate  upon  them  till  we  feel  that  we 
can  yield  to  and  abide  by  them: 

1.  Let  us  make  ourselves  to  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness^ 

2.  Let  us  earnestly,  honestly,  and  prayerfully 
look  into  ourselves,  to  see  how  we  compare  with 
what  God  would  have  us  be,  and  seek  diligently  for 
the  cause  of  our  failings  and  shortcomings,  and 
how  to  remove  thtm,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  by  the 
help  and  grace  of  God. 

As  a  valuable  aid  in  placing  ourselves  where  the 
fountain  of  joy  yields  its  purest  and  greatest  abun- 
dance, let  us  freely  drink  in  the  suggestions  and 
injunctions  of  the  apostle,  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing language:  "Set  your  affection  on  things 
above,  not  on  things  on  the  earth."  "  Mind  not 
high  things  but  condescend  to  men  of  low  estate." 
11  If  you  have  food  and  raiment  therewith  be  con- 
tent." "  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of 
Christ,  happy  are  ye;  for  the  spirit  of  glory  and  of 
God  resteth  upon  you."  "  Cast  all  your  care  upon 
him,  for  he  careth  for  you."  "If  any  of  you  lack 
wisdom  let  him  ask  of  God  who  giveth  to  all  men 
liberally  and  upbraidcth  not." 

Another  key  opening  a  door,  leading  to  the 
bright  side,  or,  rather,  closing  one  leading  to  an  in- 
sipid spirituality  in  Christ's  members,  is  to  avoid 
vying  with  one  another  in  our  houses,  conveyances, 
and  apparel,  and  rather  form  a  sensible  estimate  of 
what  our  means  permit,  our  necessities  require,  and 
Christian  propriety  dictates.  Then  let  us  use  the 
substance  Providence  has  given  in  our  charge, 
prudently  and  economically,  that  God  may  be 
glorified  in  and  through  us. 

Let  us  make  all  the  things  of  this  world  second- 
ary to  what  the  Savior  would  have  us  be  and  do. 
The  Lord  also  said,  "There  is  no  man  that  hath 
left  house,  or  parents,  or  brethren,  or  wife,  or  chil- 
dren for  the  kingdom  of  God's  sake  who  shall  not 
receive  manifold  more  in  this  present  time,  and  in 
the  world  to  come  life  everlasting." 

Sometimes  the  question  is  raised  as  to  how  we 
can  love  the  Lord  above  our  kindred  in  the  flesh. 
As  we  become  more  and  more  acquainted  with  our 
own  state,  and  our  failings,  and  then  lealize  more 
and  more  the  provisions  God  has  made  for  our  sal- 
vation, besides  his  unceasing  mercy  and  long-suf- 
fering usward,  and  the  crown  awaiting  us,  which 
we  do  not  merit,  our  purest  and  strongest  love  will 
not  suffer  itself  to  be  lavished  even  on  our  dearest 
on  earth,  but  ascends  to  him  who' loved  us  first,  ev- 
en unto  death. 

Strawberry  Point,  Iowa, 


JESUS  OUR  EXAMPLE. 


That  Jesus  was  a  pattern  of  good  works,  was  ev- 
dent  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  the  apostles  and  prim- 
tive  Christ  ians,  and  conceded  to  be  such  by  the  wis- 
:st  and  most  enlightened  men  that  have  ever  lived 
n  the  world.  So  it  stands  without  successful  con- 
tradiction that  his  life  and  examples  are  the  only 
true  criterion  v/hereby  man  can  and  should  be  guided. 
His  teachings  and  examples  were  clear,  logical  and 
concise,  his  arguments  unanswerable,  his  doctrines 
and  examples  new.  When  he  closed  his  memora- 
ble sermon  on  the  Mount,  the  people,  including,  no 
doubt,  the  most  learned  men  of  that  day,  were  "  as- 
tonished at  his  doctrine,  for  he  taught  them  as  one 
having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes."  He  put 
to  silence  the  learned  doctors  of  the  law.  He 
taught  those  who  sought  for  truth,  and  mildly  re- 
proved the  ignorant  masters  of  Israel  for  not  hav- 
ing a  proper  conception  of  his  office  and  teachings. 
He   clearly   demonstrated  to  his  hearers   that  he 
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was  the  Sent  of  God,— the  lamb  without  spot,  the 
Savior  of  the  world.  He  spake  as  man  never 
spake,  causing  his'enemies  to  admire  him,  and  put 
to  shame  those  who  sought  to  ridicule  him.  His 
words  were  full  of  love  and  compassion,  his  deeds 
of  mercy  and  forgiveness  cheerful  and  ample.  He 
never  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  poor  or  unfortunates 
that  sought  him;  his  blessings  were  suited  to  the  di- 
versified conditions  of  mankind,  from  the  babe  on 
its  mother's  arm,  the  son  on  the  bier,  to  a  Lazarus 
four  days  in  the  grave,  exemplifying  the  blessed 
admonition,  "  Weep  with  those  that  weep."  To 
those  who  obeyed  and  truster]  in  him,  oh  what 
comforting  words,  "  He  that  comcth  to  me  I  will 
in  no  wise  cast  off."  "He  that  bclieveth  in  me 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live  again." 
"  If  I  go  away  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you 
elf,  that  where  I  am  there  ye  may  be  al- 
i  that  day  ye  shall  know  that  I  am  in  the 
nd  ye  in  me." 

onderful  words  had  never  been  uttered  to 
re.  His  example  of  patience  and  forbear- 
ance, when  misrepresented  as  being  "  Beelzebub," 
"  winebibber,"  "gluttonous  man,"  "a  friend  of 
publicans  and  sinners,"  moved  him  not.  "  When 
he  was  reviled,  he  reviled  not  again;  "  when  he  was 
charged  with  offenses,  contrary  to  their  law,  he  an- 
swered not.  His  only  defense  on  trial  was,  "Ye 
say."  The  foul  scorn,  the  mocking  homage,  the 
false  accusations,  the  cross,  only  caused  him  to 
say,  "  Father,  forgive  them;  they  know  not  what 
they  do."  His  full  and  free  forgiveness  to  Peter 
for  denying  him,  taking  him  into  fellowship,  oh, 
how  worthy  of  imitation!  His  str'et  obedience  to 
the  will  of  his  Father,  in  regard  to  what  he  should 
say  and  do,  his  love,  his  sympathy,  his  good  deeds, 
his  pity  and  compassion,  were  not  limited  to  moth- 
er, brothers,  or  a  small  circle  of  friends  and  rela- 
tions (as  now  too  often  the  case)  but  it  was  world 
wide,  heaven  high  and  ocean  deep.  When  he 
called  a  man  to  preach  the  everlasting  Gospel,  he 
qualified  that  man  for  the  work  to  which  he  as- 
signed him.  He  gave  him  no  instructions  in  re- 
gard to  titles,  bonds,  stocks,  farms  or  merchan- 
dise. 

The  objector  says,  "  Paul  worked,  made  tents." 
True;  but  he  did  it  that  he  might  not  abuse  his 
power  (or  privilege)  in  the  Gospel.  He  also 
robbed  (or  took  compensation)  from  a  wealthy 
church  to  supply  a  poor  one. 

Let  us  take  Christ  as  our  example.  Lift  up  the 
banner;  let  it  float  to  the  breeze!  God  will  provide 
for  your  temporal  wants  if  you  crucify  self  and 
meet  his  approbation.  That  his  examples  should 
be  perpetuated  is  so  clearly  set  forth  in  his  Holy 
Word  that  they  need  no  argument  to  substantiate 
them.  He  knew  no  Paul,  Apollos,  or  Cephas,— all 
were  on  a  common  level,  his  brethren,  if  they  did 
Heavenly  Father.  His  example  in 
supper,  the  Communion,  the  ordinance 
ng,  his  explicit  instructions  in  regard 
and  mode  in  all  the  commandments 
to  be  the  center  of  at- 
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free.    All  must  alike 


the  will  of  hi! 
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Men,  as  well  as  nations,  have  resorted  to  all  meth- 
ods, honest  and  dishonest,  in  order  to  acquire  this 
circulating  medium.  Even  churche=  have  stooped 
to  dishonest  and  ungodly  ways  by  which  to  supply 
themselves  with  money.  Of  all  we  care  to  say, 
with  reference  to  securing  money,  this  is  the  sum, 
"  Provide  things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men." 
Rom.  12:  17. 

While  it  is  very  importa 
it  is  equally  important  ho 
pent 
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t  how  we  obtain  money, 
■  we  use  and  spend  it. 
d  sbursed  as  the  Holy 
Id  direct,  this  world  would  be  much  bet- 
A  great  many  sleeves  would  be  much 
smaller,  whole  dresses  and  suits  plainer,  head- 
dress remodeled,  tobacco  and  liquor  bills  a  thing 
unknown,  and,  in  short,  hundreds  of  millions  of 
dollars  would  be  invested  in  a  very  different  way. 
As  a  result  everybody  would  be  happier,  and  Satan 
would  be  almost,  if  not  altogether,  out  of  employ- 
ment, for  Paul  says,  "  For  the  love  of  money  is  the 
root  of  all  evil."  1  Tim.  6:  10. 
—  Some  terrible  results  have  followed  the  wrong 
use  of  money.  It  was  a  rich  man  that  neglected 
Lazarus,  and  later  on  lifted  up  his  eyes  in  hell.  It 
was  a  rich  man  whose  barns  were  too  small,  and 
God  called  him  a  fool.  It  was  a  rich  man  that 
went  away  from  Christ  very  sorrowful,  and  then 
Jesus  told  of  the  danger  of  riches.     For  money  Ju- 


i  betrayed  the  innocent  and  just, 
nt   to   perdition.     It   was   a  whole 
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enter  the  same  door,-  Christ,— into  his  fold.  Hi 
says,  "  Teach  them  to  observe  all  things,  whatsoev 
er  I  have  commanded  you."  "  I  have  given  you  ai 
example  (pattern)  that  ye  should  do  unto  others  a: 
I  have  done  unto  you."  Shall  we  who  have  beet 
made  partakers  of  the  promise,  through  the  atone 
ment,  question  the  means  or  conditions  on  whicl 
rests  our  eternal  salvation?  "  If  ye  know  thes 
things  happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them." 
Conemaugh,  Pa. 


MONEY  AND  ITS  USES. 


BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 


Our  subject  is  one  in  which  most,  if  not  all,  are 
intensely  interested.  It  is  one  that  has  interested 
nations  as  well  as  individuals  from  time  immemori- 
al. How  to  obtain  money  and  how  to  retain  a  safe 
surplus  has  greatly  concerned  our  own  govern- 
ment   at    Washington    for    several    months    past. 


soul 
hurch  that 
h,  and  increased  with  goods,  and 
■thing,"  and  Christ  said  of  their 
fere  "  wretched  and  poor,  and  mis- 
,  and  naked."  Rev.  3:  17.  It  is 
plate  how  many  poor  souls  have 
loney. 

brig!. ter  side  to  this  picture  and  to 
it  we  will  now  turn  our  attention.  Money  is  one 
of  the  very  best  things  in  this  world,  if  properly 
used.  Without  it  neither  the  home,  the  state,  nor 
the  church  can  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Moses,  that  good,  humble  and  faithful  servant  of 
God,  would  not  consent  to  go  to  serve  God  with- 
out taking  all  their  temporal  interests  along.  He 
told  Pharaoh,  "Our  cattle  also  shall  go  with  us; 
there  shall  not  an  hoof  be  left  behind;  for  thereof 
must  we  take  to  serve  the  Lord  our  God ;  and  we 
know  not  with  what  we  must  serve  the  Lord  until 
we  come  thither."  Ex.  10:  26.  He  realized  the  im- 
portance of  a  consecrated  purse  Not  a  hoof  to  be 
left  in  the  land  of  bondage.  Would  to  God  that 
every  disciple  would  fetch  the  last  "hoof"  out  of 
the  kingdom  of  Satan  and  make  it  do  service  for 
our  blessed  Jesus! 

"  Lay  not  up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth, 
where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal.  But  lay  up  for 
yourselves  treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth 
nor  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not 
break  through  nor  steal."  Matt.  6:  19,  20.  We 
should  so  use  our  money  in  this  world  that  it  be- 
comes a  bill  of  exchange  in  our  favor  in  the  eter- 
nal world.  This  may  only  be  done  by  spending  it 
as  God  would  direct.  The  man  who  spends  his 
money  so  as  to  please  God  will  never  regret  it. 

We  will  now  name  some  uses  that  we  believe  the 
Word  of  God  will  justify.  There  are  the  necessary 
expenses  of  our  families  which  we  must  meet,  if  it 
is  within  our  power  to  do  so.  Then  comes  the 
lawful  share  of  our  local  church  expenses,  such  as 
keeping  the  churchhouse  in  repair  and  supplied 
with  all  necessaries, — a  thing  too  often  neglected 
by  many  congregations.  It  would  be  well  if  some 
money  spent  for  luxuries  in  our  homes  were  spent 
for  necessaries  in  the  church. 

Then  comes  the  duty  of  caring  for  the  poor, — a 
thing  that  must  not  be  neglected.  Our  duty  to  the 
poor  is  no  plainer  taught  in  the  Script 
our  duty  in  supporting  the  faithful  minister.  Paul 
clearly  defines  this  duty  in  1  Cor.  9.  True,  he 
states  why  he,  at  times,  received  no  support,  but 
he,  by  no  means,  uses  his  practice  to  set  aside  his 
teaching.  The  time  is  here  when  our  dear  Brother- 
hood must  become  more  active  along  this  line. 

Again;  we  name  the  mission  and  tract  work  of 
the  church.    The  sending  out  of  missionaries  and 
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tracts  is  one  of  the  noblest  works  of  the  children  of 
God.  No  brother  or  sister  should  be  satisfied 
without  giving  a  reasonable  amount  of  money  t0 
this  great  cause.  Hundreds  of  millions  of  so\j]s 
are  dying  for  the  want  of  the  Bread  and  Water  of 
Life,  while  many  are  heaping  up  riches  not  know- 
ing  who  shall  gather  them, 

Another  good  investment  is  to  pay  for  the  Gos- 
pel  Messenger  for  the  poor  of  our  land.  It  gocs 
out  with  messages  of  salvation  and  wins  souls  for 
Jesus.     Let  us  help  it  on  its  wayl 

Then  come  our  schools  that  are  endeavoring  to 
fit  our  young  people  and  others  for  fields  of  useful- 
ness,  and  they  deserve  some  share  of  our  money, 
May  our  schools  be  enabled  to  send  out  hundreds 
with  the  intellectual  development  of  Paul  and  a 
conversion  like  his.  We  can  use  them,  for  the 
"  harvest  is  plenteous  but  the  laborers  are  few." 
In  short,  let  us  "  use  this  world  as  not  abusing  it." 
1  Cor.  7:  31. 

Would  it  not  be  well,  in  making  wills,  to  remem- 
ber the  Lord's  cause,  and  arrange  that  some  of  our 
money  go  there,  for  he  has  willed  us  eternal  riches 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

Much  more  might  be  said  about  money  and  its 
uses,  but  we  will  allow  the  eminent  apostle  to 
write  the  closing  paragraph:  "Charge  them  that 
are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  be  not  highminded, 
nor  trust  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living  God, 
who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy;  that  they 
do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to 
distribute,  willing  to  communicate;  laying  up  in 
store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against  the 
time  to  come,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal 
life."  1  Tim.  6:  17-19.  "  It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive."     Acts  20:  35. 

Lanark,  III. 

MYSTERIES. 

BY  J.  S.  FLORY, 

In  Four  Parts.— Part  One. 
Religious  Phenomena — Mesmerism — Animal  Ma?aetlsm 
—Spiritualism— O-hostlsm— "  Divine  "   Healing 
—Metaphysical  Healing — Hypnotism— 
"  Christian  Science  "—Fal- 
lacies, Etc. 

We  are  conscious  of  the  fact  that  to  take  these 
subjects  under  the  nib  of  one's  pen  and  do  them 
justice,  is  no  small  matter.  We  believe  it  possible 
for  the  human  mind  to  grapple  intelligently  with 
great  questions,  such  as,  to  the  judgment  of  many, 
seem  beyond  the  powers  of  the  human  understand- 
ing. By  divine  aid  great  wonders  may  be  per- 
formed. The  little  ruddy  stripling  slew  the  giant 
Goliath;  the  few  of  Gideon's  hosts  put  to  flight  the 
armies  of  human  might.  The  massive  iron  safe, 
with  its  intricate  lock,  is  easily  opened  when  y°« 
know  the  combination.  Once  you  have  the  key, 
the  vaults  of  gold,  and  stores  of  glittering  dia- 
monds come  to  one's  admiring  gaze. 

In  our  exposition  of  seemingly  mysterious  things, 

and  in  our  revelations  of  human  possibilities,  one 

thing  we  kindly  ask  of  our  readers,  and  that  is, 

fully  read  all  the  numbers  of  these  papers,  "" 


,  and 
do  not  condemn  theories  you  do  not  understand, 
until  you -are  sure  they  are  not  true.  Our  dedu 
tions  and  conclusions  in  th< 
result  of  hasty  judgment,  by  any  means 
have  been  making  careful  investigations  along 
those  lines  for  over  forty  years. 

We  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  our  expose  of  erro  , 


are  not  the 
as  we 


et  up,  from  divine  system,  so: 
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elf, 


stead  that  is  real  and  in  harmony  with  God  himse 
as  he  is  manifested  in  the  Gospel.  y 

We  are  glad  the  Scriptures  teach  that  we  mj 
know  mysteries  and  the  deep  things  of  God,  a 
that  believers  in  Christ  may  do  the  works  he  j 
and  even  greater  than  he.  He  came  to  the  bo  ^ 
land  and  set  his  hallowed  feet  upon  this  earth 1^  ^ 
der  to  reunite  and  weld  to  humanity  a  sys  ^ 
divine  forces  that  was  to  be  propelled  by  his  r  ^ 
ed  people  into  the  interior  of  God's  dom*in'  \j. 
the  light  of  heaven  should  illume  the  whole  ^  ^ 
He  brought  immortality  to  light.  ffeJoU'eA  us 
the  great  mystery  of  God  in  man,    n'  s 
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fic  possibility  of  the  human  and  divine  to  dwell  to- 
cther  for  a  time  in  union  and  harmony,  and  to  be 
th  God  in  the  uplifting  of  fallen  hu- 
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ks  to  us  marvelous  wonders.    Once  we 

understanding^,  the  problem  of  the  combi- 

ion  of  soul,  body,  and  spirit,  or,  if  you  please,  of 
the  outer  and  the  inner  man, — the  corporeal  and 
the  incorporeal,— -we  then  niay  be  able  to  compre- 
hend many  things  that  before  were  mysterious,  and 
hard  to  account  for.  Then  delusions  flee  away, 
and  the  fanaticisms  and  hobbies,  on  which  avari- 
cious souls  fatten  and  thrive,  are  seen  in  their  true 
liaht,  and  we  are  ashamed  that  we  were  so  foolish 
as  to  give  credence  to  them  at  all. 

When  God  created  man  in  his  own  likeness  and 
image,  we  must  believe  he  imparted  to  him  some 
of  his  own  divine  essence,  which  is  indestructible 
and  imperishable.  All  of  God's  attributes  and 
powers  being  eternal,  he  could  give  to  man  nought 
else,  but  eternal  essence,  power  and  wisdom,  at 
least  to  some  extent.  Though  man  has  fallen  from 
grace,  yet  he  is,  in  part,  divine.  This  divine  es- 
sence, though  but  a  spark  of  the  Eternal  Father,  is 
the  real  inner  man,  possessed  with  possibilities 
marvelous  in  our  eyes,  nevertheless  true,  and  if  God 
himself  is  omnipotent,  omniscient  and  omnipres- 
ent, reason  would  dictate,  that,  as  far  as  man  has 
a  divine  essence,  so  far  he  has  divine  powers  with- 
in himself.  A  grain  of  gold,  imbedded  within  a 
mass  of  obnoxious  garbage,  is  a  grain  of  gold  as 
truly  as  it  ever  was,  and  has  all  the  virtues  of  gold 
about  it.  The  mind  of  man  is  the  working  ma- 
chinery of  the  inner  life.  It  is  the  magnetic  bat- 
tery, charged  with  the  electric  fluid  of  divinity, 
one  pole  within  the  human  body  and  the  other 
within  the  realm  of  God's  own  fulness.  If  divinity 
can  impress  and  influence  humanity,  so  clearly  ver- 
ified in  divine  revelation,  most  assuredly  man  can 
do  the  same  to  the  extent  of  his  God-given  pow- 

The  mind  of  man  is  a  force,  not  something  imma- 
terial, for  I  do  declare,  without  fear  of  successful 
contradiction,  that  the  idea  of  immateriality  is  a 
myt\,  a  nonentity,  a  misnomer.     Electricity 


urbed  : 


felt.      It 


ble.  but  can  be 
is  something  substantial, — a  real  entity.  So  is  the 
mind.  It  is  an  entity, — the  electric  power  of  the 
soul  within  us.  This  power  may  be  control  ed  or 
directed  in  harmony  with  God's  will  or  it  r 
directed  adversely.  In  the  latter  case  it  b 
an  evil — the  opposite  of  good — and  is  called  adver- 
sary. Man  is  so  far  a  free  agent  as  to  have  the 
power  to  direct  his  own  mind  force  into  certain 
channels,  and  to  get  hold  of,  partially  or  absolute- 
ly, the  mind  of  others,  as  is  so  clearly  proven  in 
mesmerism  and  electro-biology,  now  called  hypno- 
tism.    In  various  ways  this  mind  force  may  be  con- 


to  be  so  exercised,  as  to  g: 
ninds,  provided  there  is  a  passive  sub- 
mission on  the  part  of  the  person  to  be  wrought 
upon.  The  mind  of  the  operator  becomes  united, 
in  a  measuie,  with  that  of  the  subject,  and  really 
have  locked  arms,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  sub- 
ject has  lost  individual  independence,  and  the  exer- 
cise may  go  so  far  that  the  subject  loses  insensibili- 
ty. The  operator  having  gained  control  of  the 
others'  mind,  the  person  operated  on  is  completely 
under  his  control,  and  susceptible  of  impressions  in 
union  and  harmony  with  the  mind  of  the  operator. 
The  transition  from  one's  own  free  will,  to  that  of 
being  subservient  to  the  will  of  another,  brings 
about  peculiar  sensations, — often  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  cause  outbursts  of  rejoicing,  and  sometimes 
extreme  frenzy.  The  emotional  nature  becomes 
wrought  up  to  a  high  tension.  Such  experiences 
are  of  a  nature  as  to  cause  the  individual  to  covet 
repeatedly  such  season  of  animated  pleasure. 

Erroneous  impressions,  vivid  imaginations,  or 
exciting  sounds,  may  be  the  means  by  which  such 
a  condition  of  the  mind  may  be  brought  about. 
Whitfield,  the  eminent  apostle  of  religious  mania, 
once  told  of  one  of  his  hearers,  who  would  sit  seem- 
ingly unmoved  under  the  sound  of  his  earnest  ap- 
peals, day  after  day,  and  night  after  night,  until,  in 
one  of  his  discourses,  he,  in  a  casual  way,  happened 
to  use  the  word  "  Mesopotamia,"  several  times  in 
close  succession.  The  peculiar  sound  of  the  word 
brought  the  hardened  rebel  to  his  feet  with  a 
whoop  and  a  shout,  and  he  always  contended  it 
was  the  keynote  to  his  "  conversion." 

When  we  remember  the  wonderful  power  and  in- 
fluence of  mind  over  mind,  there  need  be  no  mys- 
tery or  delusion  about  this  modus  operandi  of  get- 
ting "  converts."  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
many  moral  reformations  may  be  brought  about  in 
this  way,  and  it  may  be  the  stepping-stone  for 
some  to  a  real  life  of  piety,  but  any  course  of  pro- 
cedure, not  fully  in  accord  with  Gospel  truth  and 
Gospel  consistency  should  be  seriously  considered. 
Let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  stubborn  fact,  that  er- 
ror believed  has  precisely  the  same  effect  on  the 
mind  that  truth  has.  Wisdom  would  dictate  that 
we  try  the  spirits  that  have  gone  out.  Along  the 
line  of  truth  the  Holy  Spirit  always  touches  chords 
that  vibrate  in  harmony  with  the  eternal  goodness 
of  God. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
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This  is  the  great  secret  of  his  successful  life.  Me 
knew  where  to  go  for  advice  and  took  it  when  giv- 
en. And  then,  too,  he  went  at  the  right  time.  We 
often  go  for  advice,  but  too  often  after  defeat  has 
marked  our  own  way, —  after  we  exhaust  our  own 
wisdom  and  fail.  When  we  attempt  to  do  a  thing 
in  our  own  strength,  in  a  half-hearted  way,  because 
we  are  not  sure,  our  chances  for  success  are  greatly 
lessened,  and  the  least  adverse  indication  means 
defeat.  We  have  no  assurance  back  of  it,  and  we 
faint  and  fall.  David,  though  ; 
skill,  and  fresh  from  a 
going  out  again,  inqui 
up  into  any  of  the  cit 
Why  make  the  inq 
head  of  the  Philistine 
alekites  witf 
all  this  and 


most  signal  victory,  before 
;d  of  the  Lord,  "Shall  I  go 
sof  Judah?" 

Iry?  Had  he  not  slain  the 
.rmy  and  overcome  the  Am- 
grcat  slaughter?  Yes,  he  had  done 
uch   more,  but  he  well  knew  from 


centrated  and  ex 
either  for  weal  or  t 
sons   collectively. 


ctly 


indirectly, 


to  pe 


;rcised 

toe,  to  the  individual 
Electricity  can  not  be  made, 
atcd  or  concentrated  so  that  the 
generator  itself  is  fully  charged,  and  out  from  it 
goes  the  subtile  fluid,  permeating  every  avenue  in 
touch  with  the  basic  source,  and  sets  the  machinery 
in  motion.  Just  so  it  is  with  the  human  mind, 
which  is  an  emanation  from  God.  By  culture  it 
may  be  intensified,  generated,  so  to  speak,  and  be- 
come a  force  of  powerful  magnitude. 

Over  forty  years  ago  I  was  led  to  investigate  and 
try  to  solve  the  problem  of  a  certain  kind  of  re- 
ligious mania — a  kind  of  mourner's  bench  excite- 
ment. I  was  satisfied  there  was  something  real  in 
the  experience  and  manifestations  so  peculiar.  It 
made  no  special  difference  what  was  preached, 
truth  or  error,  the  result  was  the  same  as  to  the  emo- 
tional feelings  aroused.  With  many  the  trance 
state  was  reached,  and  "  converts  "  lay  for  hours 
and  even  days  almost  as  dead  persons.  It  is  known 
that  heathen  worshipers,  in  their  heathen  religious 
frenzies,  even  the  devil  worshipers,  become  simi- 
'ally  influenced  and  wrought  upon. 

Having  learned  that  the  human  mind  could 
reach  out  and  get  hold  of  other  minds  with  such 
wonderful  and  peculiar  power,  the  matter  was  no 
longer  a  mystery.     It  is  possible  for  the  mind  and 
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LESSON.  LiaHT-FLASMES. 
David,  King  of  Judah — 2  Sam.  2:  1-11. 

(Ltsstm  for  July  j,  1806.) 

Of^II  the  heroes  of  sacred  history  none  stands 
out  more  prominently  before  the  Bible  world  than 
does  David,  king  of  Judah.  He  was  a  born  king. 
He  sought  not  the  position,  but  the  position 
sought  him,  and  when  men  are  thus  appointed  the 
position  is  always  honorably  filled.  His  life  is  a 
story  well  told,  and  is  grasped  and  enjoyed  by 
child  thought  as  well  as  by  men  and  women  of  age 
and  matured  development.  His  life  is  especially 
attractive  because  we  have  it  in  simple  form  from 
childhood  up  through  all  the  active  stages  of  life. 
And  not  only  is  his  history  inter,  stingly  given,  but 
the  life,  as  he  lived  it,  is  one  so  simple  and  yet  so 
great  that  all  who  read  and  study  it,  unconsciously 
fall  in  love  with  it,— humble,  loving,  trusting,  and 
yet  fearless  and  bold  as  a  lion  when  duty  pointed 
the  way. 

The  first  thought  we  have  in  the  lesson  is  that  of 
trust  and  humble  dependence.  "And  it  came  to 
pass  that   David   inquired  of  the    Lord."    .    .     . 


whence  the  victories  came.  He  knew  his  strong 
rock  and  had  not  forgotten  the  strong  arm  upon 
which  he  leaned.  The  difference  in  doing  a  thing 
is  wonderful  when  we  are  sure  we  can  do  it,  or  if 
there  is  a  big  doubt  connected  with  it.  When  the 
Lord  said,  "  Go,"  Davio  knew  what  it  meant. 
There  was  no  room  left  for  doubt  because  he  had 
learned  that  the  Lord's  promises  were  not  "  yea  and 
nay"  but  "yea  and  Amen."  He  always  trusted 
and  never  failed.  Have  we  learned  this  lesson? 
When  do  we  inquire  of  the  Lord?  This  is  a  ques- 
tion that  needs  pressing  home.  Though  k  ngs  and 
priests  we  be,  yet  our  lives  have  been  a  scries  of 
failures,  not  because  the  Lord's  arms  have  been 
weakened  or  because  there  is  a  slackness  in  h  s 
promises.  No,  not  this.  What  then?— you  may 
ask.  Because  either  we  have  not  inquired  of  the 
Lord,— have  not  done  it  at  the  right  time,  or  else 
we  have  failed  in  "  trusting."  Asking  don't 
amount  to  anything  unless  we  have  implicit  faith 
in  the  One  of  whom  we  inquire  and  are  ready  to  do 
as  he  bids. 

The  principle  of  faith,  followed  by  works,  runs 
all  through  the  Bible.  Either  of  them,  unaccom- 
panied by  the  other,  is  ineffective.  David  was  a 
man  who  believed,  and  as  he  believed,  so  he  ac'ed. 
And  so  we  must  do  if  we  make  life  a  success. 

Another  lesson  we  can  learn  from  this  man.  He 
not  only  went  himself  but  he  took  his  household 
and  friends  along  with  him.  They  needed  him 
and  he  needed  them.  And  through  them  and  their 
nted  king.  David  was  not  a 
ire  and  purpose  was  to  do  his 
ir  promoting  him  to  the  lead- 
l  their  part,  of  appreciation, 
based  on  real  merit.  So  should  be  our  attitude 
towards  our  households  and  friends.  We  should 
not  be  satisfied  because  we  are  in  a  saved  condition. 
We  cannot  remain  saved  alone,  neither  can  we  do 
successful  work  without  the  aid  and  influence  of 
others.  Our  salvation  is  best  secured  in  our  efforts 
to  save  others.  If  we  have  found  God  to  be  a 
refuge  and  a  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble, 
like  Divid,  we  should  take  our  household  and 
friends  with  us.  These  men  of  Judah  told  David 
of  the  men  of  Jabesh-gilead,  and.  through  this  in- 
formation they  also  received  favor  and  friendship. 
In  this  way,  the  good  work  begun  by  this  good 
man  was  made  far-reaching.  And  so  it  is  with  ev- 
ery earnest  worker  for  Christ.  If  the  good  a  man 
does  goes  no  farther  than  his  own  small  self,  he  is 
not  much  of  a  leader  and  can  not  be  a  king.  A 
king  ought  to  be  king  over  subjects  of  his  own 
making  or  calling.  He  ought  to  have  a  following, 
and  we  follow  only  those  who  are  able  to  lead. 
Our  work  is  to  teach,  to  preach,  to  lead  and  to 
save.  Study  well  this  lesson  and  we  will  learn  how 
to  do  all  this  from  the  very  excellent  life. 

1.  By  making  inquiry  of  the  Lord,  how  to  go  and 
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•And  he  said,  Unto 


2.  By  going  as  he  directs 
Hebron." 

3.  Have   unwavering   trust   in   the   wisdom 
power  of  the  One  who  directs. 

.4.  Take  with  us  our  households  and  friends. 

5.  Through   them   reach   out   to   all   the    world 
Then  shall  wa   be   counted   worthy   to 
kings. 


and 


lied 
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THE  HOMELAND  OF  THE  SOUL. 

I'M  sighing  for  the  homeland: 

The  homeland  of  the  soul, 

Where  Christ  brings  all  his  exiles 

And  makes  the  heart-sick  whole. 

The  weary  no  more  wander 

And  seek  in  vain  for  rest, 

Uut  in  the  soul's  sweet  homeland 

Are  satisfied  and  blest. 

I'm  sighing  for  the  homeland: 

To  have  at  length  the  sight 

Of  all  the  legions  ransomed 


That 


.ilk  will,  Im 


Who  through  his  love  have  triumphed; 

Have  closed  in  death  their  eyes 
To  wake  within  the  homeland, 

The  soul's  true  paradise. 
I'm  sighing  for  the  homeland: 

To  join  the  sinless  throng 
Who  round  our  glorious  Leader 

Have  caught  the  deathless  song: 
Who  in  that  holy  country, 

Beyond  earth's  fear  and  strife, 
At  home  within  the  homeland 

Partake  the  tree  of  life. 

_    —J.  E.  Rankin. 

A  SHORT  STORY. 

SELECTED    FOR    THE    MESSENGER    BY   S.    P.    WEAVER. 

The  Newman  M.  E.  Church  is  the  largest  in  the 
City  of  Bloomington,  having  over  800  members. 

The  official  board  is  in  session. 

A  very  animated  discussion  is  going  on  over  the 
withdrawal  of  twenty-seven  members  of  the  church. 

U.    Willi  tmson,  the  c'oqicT  ?-=tor,  is  speaking. 

"  I  admit  that  in  point  of  numb  rs  twenty-  even 
out  of  over  eight  hundred  would  make  hut  very  lit- 
tle difference,  but  see  who  the  twenty-seven  are — 
the  very  ones  who  carry  on  our  prayer  meetings 
and  attend  to  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the  church.  It 
is  true  that  they  are  not  the  wealthy  part  of  our 
church,  but  a  church  cannot  be  run  with  money 
alone." 

"  Brother  Williamson,"  spoke  up  the  Hon.  Chas. 
Smith,  a  member  of  the  legislature,  "  1  say  let  them 
go;  we  will  get  along  much  better  without  them. 
They  have  grown  crazy  over  the  Prohibition  party 
and  right  here  in  our  prayer  meeting  some  of  them 
have  grown  so  bold  as  to  declare  that  any  man  who 
did  not  vote  their  ticket  was  supporting  the  liquor 
traffic.  Now,  I  claim  to  be  as  good  a  prohibitionist 
as  any  man  in  the  Prohibition  party,  and,  indeed, 
better  prohibitionist,  for  the  reason  that  I  had  the 
honor  of  voting  for  the  enactment  of  our  p 
license  law,  which  has  done  more  for  tempi 
than  the  Prohibition  party  will  ever  accomplish." 

Then  Judge  Grant,  one  of  the  County  Judges, 
spoke  up:  "  Gentlemen,  this  recent  discussion 
about  the  church  being  the  bulwark  of  the  liquor 
traffic  is  nothing  shirt  of  blasphemy  in  calling 
the  faithful  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  up- 
holders of  the  rum  traffic,  the  greatest  curse  the 
world  has  ever  seen,    I  agree  with  brother  Smith, 


let  those  Prohibition  cranks  go.  and  our  church  will 
then  go  on  in  peace."  (Applause  from  the  other 
members  of  the  Board). 

"  Of  course,"  said  Dr  Williamson,  "  we  will  have 
to  give  them  their  letters,  for  we  can  find  no  fault 
with  their  Christian  character.  But  we  have  none 
to  take  their  places  in  the  public  prayer  service. 
This  is  one  of  the  evils  of  bringing  politics  into  re- 
ligion; they  won't  mix.  The  grand  old  Republican 
party  is  a  good  enough  temperance  party  for  me, 
and  while  it  is  not  up  to  the  standard  on  the  tem- 
perance question  that  I  would  like  to  see  it,  yet  I  am 
not  going  to  throw  away  my  vote  on  a  party  that 
hasn't  a  ghost  of  a  chance  of  electing  its  candidates." 
(Applause.) 

"  I  don't  understand  what  these  fanatical  Prohibi- 
tionists want,"  said  the  Hon.  Mr.  Smith.  "Our 
church,  as  a  church,  has  declared  that  the  liquor 
traffic  cannot  be  legalized  without  sin,  and  nothing 
stronger  than  that  could  be  uttered.  The  man  who 
sells  liquor  for  a  living  is  worse  than  a — " 
Just  then  there  was  a  sharp  knock  on  the  door. 
"Come  in,"  responded  the  double  bass  voice  of 
Dr.  Williamson. 

The  door  opened  and  the  portly  form  of  the 
saloon-keeper  across  the  street  appeared  in  the 
doorway.  He  was  the  first  to  break  the  oppressive 
silence: 

"  Gentlemen,  knowing  this  to  be  your  regular 
meeting  night,  I  decided  to  come  over  and  inform 
you  that  I  and  my  family  have  made  up  our  minds 
to  join  your  church  and  help  along  the  good  work 
you  are  doing." 

This  speech  was  greeted  with  dumb  astonishment 
by  the  members  of  the  Board.     Dr.  Williamson  was 
the  first  to  speak: 
"  Have  you  given  up  the  saloon  business?  " 
"  No,  sir,"  replied  the  saloon-keeper. 
"Are  you  going  to?  " 

"  No,  sir;  I  am  conducting  a  respectable  place 
d  see  no  reason  why  I  should. 
"  W-e-U,"  slowly  replied  the  Doctor,  "  our  church 
les  prohibit  us  from  taking  in   dealers  in  liquors, 
id  for  that  reason  we  must  refuse  you." 
"  Oh,"  said  the  saloon-keeper,  a  flush  of  anger 
iming  into   his   already   florid    face,  "  I  was   not 
aware  of  that.     On  what  ground  does  your  church 
fuse  to  admit  saloon-keepers?  " 
"  On  the  grounds  that  they  are  engaged  in  a  busi- 
es that  sends  souls  to  hell,"  replied  Dr.  William- 
son.    "  The  Bible  says  that  no  drunkard  shall  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  therefore  no  drunkard- 
maker  can.     More  than  that,  our  Board  of   Bishops 
has  declared  that  the  liquor  traffic  cannot  be  legal- 
without   sin."    The  saloon-keeper  was   thor- 
oughly a.oused  by  this  time,  and  in  a  suppressed, 
angry  tone  he  asked:  "  Do  you  know  that  a  great 
ny  of  your  members   are   regular  customers  of 


e?" 
'  1  have  heird  that  some 


Dr.  Willi; 


"  Do  you  know  that  two  of  this  official  board,  now 
in  this  room,  are  among  my  regular  customers?" 

No  reply,  but  two  very  red  faces  showed  who  had 
been  hit. 

"  Do  you  know  that  I  got  my  license  fronj  Judge 
Grant,  who  sits  right  here,  for  which  1  paid  the  reg- 
ular license  fee?  " 

"Hold  on,"  said  Judge  Grant,  "you  are  going 
too  fast,  my  friend;  I  do  not  make  the  laws,  and  I 
am  compelled  by  the  license  law  to  grant  licenses; 
therefore  I  am  not  responsible." 

"  Well,  the  law  was  enacted  by  Mr.  Smith  there, 
and  other  Republicans." 

"You  can't  place  the  responsibility  on  me,"  said 
Mr.  Smith,  "  I  carried  out  the  wishes  of  those  who 
elected  me.  Had  I  been  elected  on  a  Prohibition 
platform  I  would  have  voted  for  a  prohibitory  law. 
My  party  stands  for  license  and  I  voted  for  the 
law." 

f  "  I  understand  that  fully,"  said  the  saloon-keep- 
er, "but  I  voted  for  you;  so  did  Judge  Grant;  so 
did  Dr.  Williamson;  the  rest  of  his  board  and  the 
great  majority  of  the  voters  in  your  church.  I  took 
it  for  granted  that  all  who  voted  for  you  believed  in 
license.    Now,J  am  politely  told  that  I  cannot  join 


this  heaven-bound  band  and  that  I  shall  g0  to  J,  H 
Dr.  Williamson  here  voted  for  you,  Smith,  to  pass 
license  law  which  compels  Judge  Grant  to  give  m  ' 
license — to  go  to  hell.  I  am  the  fourth  party  to  th* 
agreement  and  without  the  consent  of  you  thre  I 
could  not  engage  in  the  whiskey  business.  You  thr 
are  bound  for  heaven,  where  you  will  wear  crown' 
and  play  on  golden  harps,  while  I  am  to  suffer  th 
torments  of  the  damned!  Gentlemen,  if  your  Bihl 
is  true,  and  I  go  to  hell  for  selling  whiskey, you  w'll 
go  with  me  to  hell  jor  voting  to  give  me  the  lrg„l  „■./,, 
ofdoingso.     Good  Night." 

With  that  he  vanished,  closing  the  door  behi  H 
him  with  a  vigorous  slam. 

The  members  of  the  official  board  looked  stead, 
fastly  on  the  door,  each  one  seemingly  afraid  of 
breaking  the  silence.  They  were  Christian  men- 
believed  they  were  doing  their  Christian  duty,  gj 
the  saloon-keeper,  in  his  fierce  arraignment  of  those 
present,  had  placed  a  tremendous  responsibility  on 
their  shoulders.  Each  one  was  doing  some  pretty 
serious  thinking  when  Dr.  Williamson  ended  the 
silence  by  saying  slowly: 

"  Brethren,  that  saloon-keeper  told  us  some  terri- 
ble truths.  Brethren,  our  hands  are  not  clean  nor 
our  skirts  unspotted.  Let  us. go  home  and  prav 
for  light." 


HAPPINESS. 


BY    CLARA    D.     SNAVELY. 


Napoleon  I.,  of  France,  once  said,  "  There  is  no 
tch  thing  as  happiness  or  misery  in  the  world,  the 
tie  distinction  is  that  the  life  of  the  happy  man  is 
picture  with  a  silver  ground,  studded  with  stars  of 
jet,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  life  of  an  unfor- 
tunate man  is  a  dark  ground,  with  a  few  stars  of  sil- 

We  all  know  that  sorrows  come  to  the  rich  as 
well  as  to  the  poor.  Only  this  year  Queen  Victoria 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  her  favorite 
son-in-law,  Princess  Beatrice's  husband.  Although 
such  people  seem  to  have  everything  to  make  them 
happy,  in  a  financial  sense,  they  are  but  human 
and  have  their  sad  times.  The  poet  Lonp.'ellow 
so  beautifully  says,  "Into  each  life  some',  rain 
must  fall." 

The  jet  stars,  in  the  life  of  the  happy  man,  are 

generally  the  circumstances  that  he  cannot  escape, 

God,  in  his   infinite  wisdom,  sees  best  to  send 

troubles  upon  us  all,  to  make  us  fit  for  our  heavenly 

home. 

In  the  life  of  the  unfortunate  man,  whose  sur- 
roundings seem  dark,  the  few  stars  of  silver  are  the 
blessings  which  are  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  own 
labor  oftentimes,  or  through  the  kindness  of  friends. 
The  immortal  Lincoln,  we  all  know.  When  young, 
his  surroundings  had  no  silver  lining,  but  by  the 
happiness,  which  he  possessed,  and  by  his  energy 
in  everything  he  undertook,  God  prospered  him 
and  his  mme  will  ever  shine  as  a  silver  star  in  the 
history  of  the  freedom  of  t'  e  American  nation. 

Riches  do  not  always  bring  happiness.  A  Gre- 
cian king  once  L.  aid,  "  Uneasy  lies  the  head  that  wears 
a  crown."  An  old  saying,  "  1  0  be  happy  you  must 
be  good."  "  Yea  happy  is  that  people  whose  God 
is  the  Lord."     Ps,   144:  15. 

Midd/etown,  Pa.,  June  8. 


An  aged  man  writes  to  the  editor  of  the  Sunday 
School  Times  thus:  "  I  am  ninety  years  old,  and  sup- 
pose I  commenced  Sunday-school  when  I  was  ten 
years  old,  though  I  have  no  record.  During  that 
time  I  have  served  as  scholar,  teacher  and  superin- 
tendent. Whilst  teacher  I  have  sometimes  been 
marked  present  every  Sunday  during  the  y«r- 
When  I  resigned  as  teacher,  I  took  my  seat  in  my 
old  class,  and,  notwithstanding  age,  bad  weather, 
and  ten  squares  to  walk.  I  have  not  missed  a  Sun- 
day since  last  August  18,  when  I  was  too  unwell. 
When  the  International  lessons  were  adopted,  I  was 
an  old  man.  I  never  wanted  to  be  young  half  s0 
much  in  all  my  life.  I  did  want  to  live  at  least  sev- 
en more  years.  The  Lord  has  granted  to  me  mor 
years  than  he  did  to  the  king  ("Hezekiahj.  «f 
which  I.am  very  thankful," 
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CITY  MISSIOMS. 


'  ALBERT  HOLLINGER. 


olh 


But  when  they  persecute  you  in  this  city,  flei 
>,."— Matt.  10:  23. 


Jesus  Christ,  the  author  of  this  text,  was  a  won- 
derful teacher.  He  taught  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple. He  was  persistent  in  his  work.  He  went 
from  city  to  city,  facing  persecution  and  death  un- 
til his  mission  was  accomplished.  He  then  gave 
the  work  over  to  his  church.  He  now  says 
"Preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."  "  Gc 
teach  all  nations,"  "  and  if  they  persecute  you  it 
this  city,  flee  to  another."  The  work  must  be  per 
petuated.  The  responsibility  on  the  church  con- 
tinues to  be  the  same.  The  instructions  are  the 
same. 

But  how  about  the  work  now  being  done?  Is 
the  true  Gospel  preached  in  every  city  as  Christ 
demands?  If  not,  what  will  the  church  offer  as 
an  excuse  when  the  Master  comes  to  settle  with 
the  church  and  the  world?  Who  will  write  out 
an  excuse  that  will  pass  at  the  judgment?  Better 
be  getting  ready  for  that  now.  It  may  not  be  far 
off.  Some  important  questions  will  be  to  answer 
then  and  there.  The  church  has  learned  by  ex- 
perience what  should  have  been  learned  from  the 
Bible,— that  the  country  does  not  influence  the 
city— that,  to  reach  the  city  with  the  Gospel,  we 
must  take  it  there,  as  commanded  by  the  Savior, 
and  preach  it.  If  it  is  accepted,  its  influence  will 
be  felt  in  the  country.  City  influence 
ing.  ,  Hence  the  Savior  taught  in  I 
commanded  us  to  do  the  same 
think  Slhat    a   few   weeks,    spent 


church  then  say,  "  We  gave  th 
same  opportunities  and  inducen 
country  people?  If  the  commi 
of  our  Savior),  means  anything, 
are  responsible  for  those  that  perish,  whom  we 
could  have  saved  by  doing  our  duty.  The  com- 
mand is,  "  Go  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature," 
and  "  if  they  persecute  you  in  this  city  flee  to 
another."  Until  we  are  driven  out  of  a  city  we 
cannot  testify  against  it,  and  unless  we  offer  the 
cities  the  pure  Gospel  they  will  witness  against  us. 
How  many  cities  in  the  United  States  have 
churchhouses  and  churches  established  that  offer 
the  Gospel  in  its  fulness  and  urge  the  people 
to  turn  from  their  vanities,  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity to  comply  with  all  the  requirements  of  the 
Gospel,  so  as  to  come  under  the  promise  of  Rev. 
22:  14.  Christ  says,  "  Give  them  this  opportunity. 
Teach  them  to  observe  all  things  and  if  they  per- 
secute you  in  one  city,  flee  to  another."  Come, 
brethren  and  sisters,  consider  well  Matt.  28:  19,  20; 
Mark  16:  15,  and  then  send  brethren  and  sisters 
into  the  cities  to  work,  who  have  lost  their  taste 
for  fashion  and  the  pleasures,  so  much  appreciated 


Iowa. — Franklin   County   Sunday   school,  59  cents; 

John  Duines,S3;  total S  3  59 

Kansas.-' Nora  G.  Best,  Wa  Keeney,  S2.50;total, —  $  2  50 
Ohio. — Anna    Lesser,   Canal  Fulton,  si;  Chippewa 

church,  $1  05;  total, S  2  05 

Maryland— k  friend  of  missions,  si;  total s  1  00 

Indiana.— A  sister,  Bunker  Hill,  $1;  total, $  1  00 

Total ." $  43  09 


(Used  only  far  II"  Million  m  India 

Illinois.— A  sister,  Freeport,  S5;  interest  01 

S.    Kuns,  S360;  Mary  Middlekauft,  Mt.  Mo 
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ustify  the  church  in  dropping  the  work. 

There  seems  to  be  an  impression  with  some  of 
)ur  b  cthrei  that  churches  cannot  be  established 
n  cities  upon  plain  Gospel  piinci 
limits  th 
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le  and  are  true  to  th 
horn  they  receive  th 
1  place  in  city  mission  work 
1  who  are  carried  about  with  every  wind  of 
:,  falling  in  line  with  the  popular  religion 
day.  With  the  Gospel  ot  Christ  and  men 
and  women  who  are  loyal  to  all  the  principles  of 
the  Gospel,  city  efforts  will  be  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. May  the  day  speedily  come  when  not  only 
in  the  cities  but  in  all  the  world  the  power  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  may  be  realized! 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Pennsylvania.— A  sister,  Waynesboro,  S3;  H.  H.  Rit- 
ter  and  wife,  Si. 50;  Parkersford  church,  S7;  Sunday 
school  class  o[  little  girls,  30  cents;  Jacob's  Creek 
church,  S3;  G.  W.  Kephart,  S2;  Quinter  Kepliart,  50 

cents;  a  brother,  Si;  total ».  .S 

Ohio.—E.   D.   Messimore,    Frecburg,  Si;  Chippewa 

church,  St.os;  Sisters' Sewing  Society,  S14;  total S  1605 

Florida— E.  J.  Nehcr  and  wife,  $10;  total S  10  00 

Tennessee— David  Sherly,  Ss;  total S    S  00 

Kansas.— Nora  G.  Best,  Wa  Keeney,  S2.S0;  total $    2  50 

Iowa. — Franklin   County  Sunday  school,  59  cents; 

Ann  Johnston,  S1.75;  total $    2  34 

Michigan. — Sunfield  church,  St;  Elizabeth  Squires, 

Grand  Rapids,  Si ;  total S    2  00 

Maryland. — A  friend  of  missions,  £2;  total $    2  00 

Missouri. — Shoal  Creek  church,  ?i. 51;  total s    1  Si 

Indiana— A  sister,  Bunker  Hill,  $l;  total S    1  00 

Total $426  70 

POItEIGN   MISSIONS. 

Virginia.— First  District  of  Virginia,  $11.42;  total,.  .S  n  42 

Indiana.— Walnut  church,  S7;  total S  7°o 

Ohio-George  V.  and  Eliza  Kollar,  S5;  total S  5  00 

Pennsylvania.— Roaring  Springs  Sunday  school,  S4; 

total *  4  00 

Iowa.— Mrs.  Catharine  Markley,  $2;  total S  200 

Oklahoma    Territory.  —  A  sister,  Thomas,  25 

nts;  total S  25 


MISSION  RECEIPTS   FOR  MAY,  1896. 
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ot  God 


lister,  $1.25;  R.  B.  Forbes, 
id   District  of   Virginia,  S{ 
District  of  Virginia,  S7.67;  Greenmount  chui 

H.  Wright  and  wife,  Si ;  total 

Ohio—  George  V.  and  Eliza  Kollar,  Ss;  S 
Bear  Creek  church,  $1 


Piedmont, 
J.75;    First 


cbun 


in  the  Gospel  of  his  Si 
cious  in  the  city  as  in 
tiiem  as  he  loves  the  c 
common  people  in  the  cities  as 
country.  Christ  died  for  all.  Whi 
grace  will  also  abound.  Surely  Christ  means  to 
save  the  lost  in  cities,  but,  should  they  perish 
without  an  effort  on  our  part,  who  will  be  respon- 
sible? There  must  surely  be  a  cause  in  failing  to 
establish  churches  with  the  Gospel  of  Christ  in 
cities.  They  succeeded  eighteen  hundred  years 
ago  with  the  same  doctrine  we  now  preach.  In- 
iquity was  as  great  then  as  now.  Has  ihe  Gospel 
been  losing  power,  or  are  we  trying  to  adapt  the 
Gospel  to  the  city? 

It  is  said  by  many,  and  some  of  our  good,  old 
brethren,  that  city  people  will  not  come  to  church 
if  the  old-fashioned  doctrines  of  grace  are  present- 
ed, and,  unless  we  compromise  and  adapt  the 
Gospel  to  the  age,  we  cannot  succeed.  Oh  what 
an  idea!  The  devil  must  be  the  originator  of  such 
a  theory.  God  has  in  every  city  a  people  who 
have  ears  to  hear  and  hearts  to  receive  the  truth, 
and,  if  taught  by  precept  and  example,  will  take 
UP  their  cross  and  follow  their  Master. 

There  are  many  warm  hearts  who  are  sick  of 
fashion  and  vanities  who  are  carried  along  with 
When  will  our  Brotherhood  come  to  th< 
and  build  church  houses  in  the  cities,  and 
°ffer  salvation  on  the  easy  terms 
Give  the  city  people  a  chance  befor 
"em  before  God.  The  church  must  witness  for 
°r  against  the  cities  at  the  judgment  ba'.    Can  tne 


;  a   few   mei 
liurch,  Si-35: 


nuel  Mil- 
18;  Chip- 
nnticello. 


S2.60;  Black  Rive 

Pennsylvania.  A  sister,  Wayi 
Hill,  Bealsville,  So  rents;  H.  Rilt 
Ritterand  wife,  jSl.50;  D  H.  Bake 
a  brother,  Green  Tree,  S7;  a  si- 
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Sunday  school;  S7  07;  total 

Kansas. — Pleasant  Grove  Sunday  school,  S1.76;  New- 
ton church,  25  cents;  Nora  G.  Best,  Wa  Keeney,  40 
cents;  Pleasant  View  church,  5,4.75;  total, %  16 

Missouri—  Bethel  church,?  16.70;  total $  1670 

Indiana— Rock  Run  church,  $13.04;  i 
er  Hill,  Si;  total S  14  04 

New  Jersey.  —  Amwell  church,  S9-59;  Sand  1  rook 
church, SI.91;  Bethel  church,  65  cents;  total $  12  15 

Iowa.— LibertyviUe  church,  S2.66;  Grundy  Center 
church,  S445;   Ann    B.    Johnston,    $1,155;    Dry    Creek 

church,  $375;  total S  12  II 

Texas.— William's  Creek    church,    S10;    total, S  1000 

Maryland.— A  friend   of  missions,  SI,    Brownsville 

church,  S7-25;  total S  8  25 

Tennessee.— Knob  Creek  church,  S7;  total S  7  00 

Illinois.— A  brother,    Mt.    Morris,  S4;  Ha  Emmert, 

Mt.  Morris,  Si;  D.  E.  Eshelman,  Astoria,  S2;  total S  7  00 

Cali/ornia—EgaTi    church,    S3.65;   total S  3  °S 

Arkansas.— D.  L.  Forney,  Palestine,  S3;  total, 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church,  Si ;  total 

Total S240  3t 

ASIA   MINOR   MISSION   FUND. 
( To  be  used  in  the  Minion  in  Asia  Minor.) 

Pennsylvania— A  sister,  Waynesbor-,  S3;  H.  H.  Rit- 
ter  and  wife,  50  cents;  little  folks  at  Rockton,  S1.20; 
Parkersford  church,  S7;  C.  W.  Kephart,  $2;  Quinter 

Kephart,  50  cents;  total S 

Florida.- -E.  J.  Neher  and  wife,  Keuka,  Sio;  total,.  S 
Tennessee'— David  Sherfy,  Johnson  City,  SS:  total,.  .S 
Virginia.— Second  District  of  Virginia,  82:  Green- 
mount  church,  61.751  total, t 


Total,. 


Irlbulhn  of  Tracts.) 
B.  A.  Allison,  Sfc] 


(Used  oalylor  Pnblii  .ill.'"  and  I 

Kansas.— The  interest  on  loan  t 
Newton  church,  25  cents;  total 

Pennsylvania  —  May  Oiler,  Waynesboro,  S'-So;  H. 
H.  lti'ler  and  wife,  $1;  M.  C.  Homer,  Myersdale,  S6.- 
65;  total S 

Indiana.— Mt.  and  Mrs,  G.  L.  Shoemaker,  S7-S0;  to- 
tal  


,S    7  So 


Virginia.— Gxeenmovnt  church,  SI. 25;  G.   A.  Moo- 

maw,  $3;  total, S  4  25 

Iowa.— Grundy  County  church,  $1.15;  J.  A.  Click, 

Robins,  $3;  total $  4  IS 

Ohio—  Bear  Creek  church,  S4;  total S  400 

California.— -E.  A.  Miller,  Lordsburg,  S3.70;  total,. .$  370 

Total $  75  °° 


1  greatly  needed  In  order  that  II 
nrid  have  the  advantage  ofape. 


CaliPrn 
Louisian 


2.— A  sister,  San  Francisro, S5;  total S    5  ' 

1. — Roanoke  church,  $1;  total, S    1  1 

mia.—H.  H.  Kilter,  50  cents;  lotal S 

Caney, ,  25  cents;  total, S 


Home  and  European  Mission, $240  30 

Asia  Minor  Mission *  43  09 

India  Mission $426  70 

Foreign  Mission S  29  67 

Book  and  Tract  Fund S  75  00 

Washington  Meetinghouse $    6  7S 

$821  60 

,  25,645. 

"  A  prominent  man  said  to  us  the  other  day:  '  We 
don't  believe  in  gush  down  here.  If  a  preacher  docs 
his  best,  it  is  no  more  than  his  duty,  and  we  let  him 
come  and  go  without  saying  anything  about  it.'  An 
hour  afterwards  we  met  the  pastor.  '  There  are  no 
b.tter  people  in  the  world  than  my  people,'  he  said; 
'  they  are  just  as  kind  and  hospitable  as  they  can  be, 
and  take  the  deepest  interest  in  my  welfare,  but  they 
seem  to  think  it  a  sin  to  say  an  encouraging  word  to 
any  one  who  is  working  for  the  Lord.'  And  he  con- 
fessed that  there  was  nothing  he  was  so  hungry  for 
as  a  warm  handshake  after  a  sermon,  and  a  whis- 
pered assurance  from  somebody  that  he  was  doing 
good.  If  we  would  only  use  our  spare  eye  to  look 
at  things  from  another  standpoint  than  our  qwnl 
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Alount  Morris,  III.,  June  a 


Bro.  T.  T.  Myers'  address  is  now  240S  North 
15th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


By  mistake,  the  Minutes  of  the  late  Annual 
Meeting  say  that  a  committee  is  sent  to  Pine 
Creek,  111.     It  should  read,  Pine  Creek,  Ind. 


We  learn  that  the  feast  at  Sterling  last  Saturday 
evening  was  not  only  well  attended,  but  that  it  was 
a  meeting  intensely  spiritual.  The  interest  in 
Sterling  seems  to  be  growing. 


Bro.  J.  S.  Geiser,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  writes  us 
that  two  recently  united  with  the  Woodberry 
church.  The  members  in  Baltimore  seem  to  be 
quite  hopeful  of  getting  a  very  much  needed 
churchhouse  for  which  they  are  now  soliciting 
funds. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Annual  Meeting  are  printed, 
and  have  been  mailed  to  all  the  churches  that  have 
sent  in  their  orders.  The  churches  and  Districts 
that  have  not  ordered  should  do  so  at  once.  It  is 
rulable  to  place  a  copy  in  each  family  where  there 
are  members.     Remit   at   the   rate   of  2   cents   per 

copy.  

It  would  be  very  satisfactory  to  us  if  each  and 
every  person,  writing  to  this  office,  would  give  his 
address  in  full,  in  every  communication  written. 
However  often  you  write,  or  however  well  you  may 
think  we  know  you,  never  fail  to  give  your  name 
and  address  every  time  you  write.  Many  persons 
fail  to  receive  an  answer  to  their  letters  just  be- 
cause they  omit  their  address. 


We  are  requested  to  state  that  the  Chicago 
Children's  Mission  is  now  in  charge  of  sister  Liz- 
zie Howe,  660  South  Ashland  Avenue,  to  whom  all 
communications  should  be  addressed.  A  commu- 
nication from  her,  which  came  too  late  for  this  is- 
sue, will  appear  next  week,  explaining  the  work  to 
some  extent.  The  mission  is  under  the  directions 
of  the  General  Mission  Board,  and,  we  think,  will 
be  wisely  conducted. 


Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelman  and  wife,  of  Inglewood, 
Cal„  have  arranged  to  come  east  in  July  and  re- 
main until  December.  They  expect  to  spend  the 
time  in  Kansas,  Iowa  and  Illinois.  Bro.  E.  will  be 
at  liberty  to  do  some  work  in  local  Bible  schools 
wherever  desired. 


Sister  Fanny  Morrow  writes  very  encouraging- 
ly concerning  the  condition  of  the  cause  at  Ot- 
tawa, Kans.,  since  the  Annual  Meeting.  She  also 
says  they  are  greatly  in  need  of  a  minister  of  en- 
ergy to  lead  out  in  active  work  in  that  city.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  a  minister  may  be  located  there 
ere  long,  as  her  husband  is  too  old  to  do  the 
amount   of  work   that  should   be   done  in  a  place 

like  Ottawa.  

/"By  the  time  this  issue  reaches  the  most  of  our 
readers,  the  Report  of  the  late  Annual  Meeting 
will  probably  be  on  the  press,  and  ready  for  mail- 
ing a  few  days  later.  It  will  be  found  one  of  the 
mosi  instructive  reports  published  in  a  long  while. 
Many  of  the  subjects  were  discussed  with  marked 
ability,  and  show  a  familiarity  with  the  Scriptures 
that  is  quite  commendable.  Most  of  the  speeches 
were  to  the  point,  and  not  a  few  of  them  were  well 
delivered.  We  would  like  to  see  the  Report  more 
widely  read  among  our  prople,  and  believe  that  an 
effort  should  be  made  to  have  it  well  circulated. 
Price,  25  cents,  or  £2.50  per  dozen. 


Though  the  special  servants  of  the  Lord,  preach- 
ers are  not  exempt  from  the  accidents  common  to 
humanity.  One  month  ago  Bro.  C.  D.  Hylton,  of 
Roanoke,  La.,  was  thrown  from  a  cart,  had  his 
right  wrist  broken,  and  sustained  other  injuries. 
He  has  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  able  to  write,  a 
few  communications,  and,  ere  this,  is  probably 
about  his  Father's  business.  He  thinks  a  great 
deal  of  that  part  of  the  South,  and  thinks  that  the 
Brethren  should  come  in  and  possess  the&land. 
He  .is  loath  to  leave,  but  has  arranged  to  do  so. 
and  will  probably  locate  near  Hawthorn,  Fla.,  and 
enter  upon  active  missionary  work  in  that  land  of 
flowers.  

The  General  Missionary  Committee  has  wisely 
decided  to  place  the  Messenger  in  the  hands  of 
a  number  who  are  sincerely  seeking  more  light  on 
the  way  of  salvation,  but  the  names  of  such  per- 
sons must  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  General 
Missionary  and  Tract  Committee,  at  Mt.  Morris, 
by  the  local  State  Mission  Boards.  In  this  way 
thousands  may  be  reached  with  the  truth  who  can 
not  be  otherwise  helped  just  at  this  time.  We  are 
prepared  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  man,  wom- 
an and  child  reading  the  English  language,  if  a 
way  is  opened  for  getting  the  Messenger  into  the 
different  families  in  this  and  other  lands,  Here  is 
a  chance  for  the  local  State  Boards  to  do  a  nobje 
work  for  the  Lord. 


WOULD  IT  BE  RIGHT? 


Under  date  of  June  11  Bro.  I.  D.  Parker  says: 
"  I  have  just  returned  from  a  pleasant  Communion 
service  in  the  Jonathan's  Creek  church,  Perry 
Co.,  Ohio.  Their  churchhouse,  known  as  the 
Greenwood  house,  ignited  from  fire  in  a  clearing 
near  by,  and  burned  down  a  few  weeks  ago.  No 
insurance.  Money  is  subscribed  to  rebuild,  and 
the  work  will  soon  be  commenced.  We  think  the 
church  is  growing  in  sympathy  with  the  general 
Brotherhood  and  true  progress  is  being  made  in 
her  church  work." 


An  elder,  who  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
of  the  church  over  which  he  presides,  writes 


welfare 


which, 


What  can  be  done  where   exist  grow 
time  past,  efforts  have  failed  to  remove? 
cated  in  the  wrong  were  approached  and  gently  adv^T,' 
put  away  this  sin  of  unchristianized  adorning.    They  jUslif° 
themselves  by  citing  you  to  members  in  adjoining  church/s 
Power  of 


Bro.  Miller's  letter  does  not  appear  this  week, 
but  we  have  one  on  the  hook  for  the  next  issue. 
Not  being  in  good  health  for  a  few  weeks  after  his 
arrival  in  America,  and  having  some  committee 
work  to  attend  to,  prevented  him  from  preparing 
his  matter  as  he  had  intended.  There  will  not  like- 
ly be  another  break  in  them  until  they  are  com- 
pleted. Bro.  H.  B  B.  will  also  come  to  our  as- 
sistance, and  help  fill  these  editorial  pages,  so  as  to 
give  the  pen  of  your  office  editor  at  least  a  little 
rest.  After  writing  from  seven  to  eight  columns 
of  matter  for  the  Messenger  every  week,  for  more 
than  five  years,  one  longs  for  a  quiet  season  when 
he  may  lay  the  pen  aside  and  rest  the  weary  brain. 
This  we  cannot  do  at  present,  but  we  certainly  do 
appreciate  the  assistance  that  our  senior  editors 
are  preparing  to  render,  and  we  are  certain  that 
the  readers  will  enjoy  what  is  thus  communicated. 
Then,  our  contributors  can  be  of  great  service  by 
continuing  to  send  us  all  the  church  news  that  they 
can  gather.  In  the  Essay,  Young  People,  Mission- 
ary and  Home  and  Family  Depanments,  we  al- 
ways have  room  for  well-prepared  articles,  full  of 
interest  and  burning  points.  Let  us  hear  from 
everybody  who  wants  to  help  keep  the  Messenger 
interesting! 


you  to  membei 
same.    They  thus 
tie  church,  set  their  feet  on  the  efforts  made,  and  defeat 
fforts   made  to  rectify  matters.     Would  it  be  right  for  2 
lders  in  adjoining  churches,  where  this  evil   exists   tn 

'  .,        ,  """.i.,  to  meet 

nd  prayerfully  consider  the  matter,  and  pray  the  Lord's 
lessing  in  the  effort,  and  mutually  agree  that  each  elder 
-ith  his  respective  officials,  take  his  church  in  cunsultaii0 
3r  removing,  in  a  legitimate  way,  the  existing  evi]r  ,f 
lie  elders  thus  unitedly  labor,  it  will  keep  the  power  in  th 
hands  of  the  church  to  use  as  wisdom  may  dictate. 

We  see  nothing  wrong  about  elders  informally 
meeting  and  consulting  concerning  the  important 
work  intrusted  to  them,  and  praying  the  Lord  to 
give  them  strength  and  wisdom  to  watch  over  the 
flock  as  faithful  shepherds.  But  we  doubt  the 
wisdom  of  calling  a  meeting  to  settle  upon  plans 
and  entering  into  agreements  only  in  cases  of 
great  emergency.  It  would,  however,  be  proper, 
when  the  elders  meet  at  the  District  Meeting  to 
consult  about  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  urge  each 
elder  to  do  his  duty  with  firmness  and  discretion. 
Our  system  of  church  government  gives  an  elder 
all  the  authority  he  needs,  to  get  his  church  in  or- 
der without  calling  for  a  formal  meeting  of  his  ad- 
joining elders.  After  properly  admonishing  erring 
members  for  doing  wrong,  and  they  will  not  amend 
their  ways,  he  should  have  them  cited  to  council 
to  answer  for  the  charges  against  them.  If  they 
prove  obstinate,  and  his  church  refuses  to  use  her 
influence  and  power  to  adjust  the  wrong,  the  elder 
has  a  right  to  report  his  church  to  the  adjoining 
elders,  and  it  then  becomes  their  duty  to  come  to 
that  church  and  set  it  in  order.  But  if  the  elders 
of  adjoining  congregations  are  deliberately  toler- 
ating, in  their  churches,  things  unbecoming  a 
Christian  people,  let  them  be  reported  to  the  eld- 
ers who  meet  at  the  District  Meeting,  tiwA  vUcy 
may  be  admonished,  on  their  return  to  their  Rocky 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  church  with  mote 
firmness  and  a  greater  degree  of  loyalty. 

In  this  connection  we  take  occasion  to  remark 
that  the  time  has  come,  in  the  history  of  the  Breth- 
ren church,  when  those,  who  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
have  been  made  overseers  of  the  flock  of  the 
Lord,  need  to  give  their  work  much  intelligent 
attention.  The  secret  of  success  in  handling  any 
church  is  judicious  feeding,  and  wise  guidance. 
Elders  should  concern  themselves  about  all  the 
preaching  services,  the  prayer  meetings  and  the 
day  schools,  in  connection  with  their  work. 
All  these  services  should  be  brought  up  to  a 
standard  that  will  make  them  instructive  and  edi- 
fying to  the  members,  as  well  as  their  children, 
and  this  cannot  be  done  in  any  congregation  where 
the  elders  are  indifferent.  Furthermore,  elders 
must  spend  much  time  with  their  flocks.  No  one 
would  think  of  handling  a  flock  of  sheep  without 
being  much  with  them  and  knowing  the  condition 


oft 


ch  animal.    And  what  is  true  of  the 


timal, 


n  this  respect,  will  be  found  equally  important  as 
it  relates  to  the  spiritual  flock.  More  earnest  an 
well-directed  work  along  this  line  will  greatly  di- 
minish some  of  the  evils  that  are  finding  their  way 
into  the  church.  . 

One  of  the  best  things  ever  done  by  our  Annu 
Conference,   was   to   advise   elders   to    visit 
member  of  their  respective  churches  at  least  o 
a  year.     But  the   advice  is   not  properly  hee  '• 
and  for  that  reason  the  spiritual  condition  of  so 
congregations  is  declining.     Let  us  suggest  to 
of  the  elders  of  the  different  flocks,  that  the    ^ 
Acuities  to  which  our  querist  refers,  can  nevei : 
remedied  until  we  get  to  doing  more  we"  ,f 

pastoral  service,    Our  housekeepers  must 
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more  with  the  lambs,  as  well  as  the  sheep  of  the 
Master's  flocks.  They  must  get  on  more  intimate 
terms  with  them,  listen  to  their  troubles,  trials  and 
struggles,  and  become,  as  much  as  possible,  their 
trusted  spiritual  counselors.  They  must  learn  to 
sympathize  with  the  weak  and  erring  and  help 
them  to  a  higher  plane  of  living.  They  must  reach 
the  hearts  of  the  members,  not  so  much  by  relying 
on  the  authority  invested  in  them  as  elders,  as  by 
the  interest  they  take  in  their  salvation.  It  is  the 
spiritual  fatherhood  that  we  need  to-day,  more 
than  any  other  one  thing,  and  we  would  most  ear- 
nestly urge  every  official  to  again  study  the  life  of 
Christ,  as  recorded  in  the  four  Gospel  narratives, 
to  learn  more  of  his  fatherly  manner  of  helping 
the  erring  and  teaching  the  masses.  j.  h.  m 


DELEGATES  TO  THE  ANNUAL  MEETINQ. 

The  following  table  will  be  of  interest  to  most 
of  our  readers,  as  it  shows  just  how  many  dele- 
gates were  sent  by  the  churches  to  the  late  An- 
nual Meeting  at  Ottawa,  where  they  were  from, 
and  their  position  in  the  church. 


feet  right  to  use  it  for  the  Lord  and  his  work. 
The  wife  should  have  equal  access  to  this  box,  un- 
less she  has  a  box  of  her  own. 

As  money  comes  into  the  hands  of  the  farmer, 
let  him  determine  what  amount  is  net  income,  and 
place  the  tenth  of  that  in  the  Lord's  box.  Let 
everybody  do  this,  and  it  will  be  the  easiest  mat- 
ter in  the  world  to  raise  all  the  money  needed  for 
the  Lord's  work.  Many  people  are  doing  this, 
and  none  of  them  are  breaking  up  at  it,  so  far  as 
we  know. 

We  know  a  poor  sister  who  washes,  bakes  and 
works  to  make  a  living.  One-tenth  of  all  her  in- 
come goes  into  the  Lord's  box.  If  she  receives 
fifty  cents  for  a  washing,  five  cents,  for  the  very 
first  thing,  goes  into  the  Lord's  treasury.  That 
lan  always  has  something  to  give  for  a  worthy 
cause.  We  have  a  personal  acquaintance  with  a 
merchant  who  turns  one-tenth  of  all  his  profits 
over  to  the  Lord's  cause.  He  is  a  man  of  only 
moderate  means,  and  yet  he  gives  more  to  this, 
that,  and  the  other  good  cause,  than  any  man  ol 
like  possessions  we  ever  knew. 

One  year  ago  a  few  of  us  sent  $5.00  to  a  very 
poor  man  whose  family  was  in  real  need  of  the 
necessities  of  life.  The  first  thing  he  did  was  to 
drop  fifty  cents  into  his  missionary  box.  The 
man  and  his  family  still  live  and  have  something 
to  give  for  the  Lord's  cause.  Years  ago  we  vis- 
ited a  charming  orange  grove  nine  miles  north  of 
Keuka,  Fla.  The  owner  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Baptist  church.  He  had  plenty,  and  enjoyed 
life.  He  gave  to  every  good  cause.  He  was  hon- 
ored wherever  known,  because  of  his  frugality, 
hospitality,  charity  and  piety.  We  asked  him 
for  the  secret  of  his  life  and  success.  He  said 
he  worked  hard,  lived  economically,  trusted  the 
Lord  and  gave  him  one-tenth  of  all  he  made. 

The  man  who  has  a  missionary  box  and  puts 
there  one-tenth  of  what  he  makes,  not  only  al- 
ways has  something  to  give  for  worthy  causes, 
but  he  knows  just  how  much  he  can  give,  for  he 
knows  what  the  Lord's  income  is,  as  well  as  his 
own.  Those  who  adopt  this  system  will,  at  all 
times,  know  how,  when  and  what  to  give.    j.  h.  m. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  Southern  Ohio  sent  the 
greatest  number  of  delegates,  and  Middle  Indiana 
next.  Southern  Illinois  sent  nearly  half  of  the 
lay-delegates  present,  while  Northern  Illinois  came 
near  sending  all  elders  as  delegates.  Southwest- 
ern Kansas  sent  the  only  sister  delegated.  Some 
Districts  were  very  poorly  represented,  a  few  not 
at  all,  and  probably  none  of  them  fully.  The 
table  has  been  prepared  with  great  care,  and  may 
be  the  means  of  prompting  all  the  Districts  to  la- 
bor for  a  better  representation.  Our  purpose  is  to 
prepare  a  similar  table  of  the  representation  ea 
year.  J-  h.  m 


HOW,  WHEN,  AND  WHAT  TO  GIVE. 

Giving  is  something  that  needs  to  be  cultivated 
and  regulated,  as  well  as  any  other  trait.  We  all 
can  give  if  we  only  will,  and  will,  if  we  adopt  sys- 
tematic  habits  in  giving.  We  believe  that  system- 
atic giving  is  the  only  proper  method,  and  in 
this  communication  wish  to  say  something  to 
courage  it. 

Various  methods  and  schemes  have  been  s 
gested,  but  there  is  nothing  so  convenient 
easily  managed,  as  giving  one-tenth  of  our  net 
come  or  profits,  If  a  man  receives  S40  00  a 
as  wages,  let  him  lay  aside  $4.00  each  month. 
This  means  S48.00  a  year.  He  should  have  a  small 
box  in  which  to  place  the  Lord's  part.  When  mon- 
ey is  needed  for  charitable,  missionary  or  church 
purposes,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  take  it 
from  that  box.  He  knows  it  is  the  Lord's  money, 
****  6et  apart  for  good   causes,  and  he  has  a  per- 


nonth 


GLIMPSES  FROM  THE  WINDOW. 

Number  Twenty-five. 

In  travel  there  are  a  number  of  ways  of  passing 
the  time  to  profit  as  we  are  inclined.  We  may 
read,  which  is  somewhat  tiresome  and  hard  on  the 
eyes,  because  of  the  vibrating  motion  of  the 
coach  and  imperfect  light,  especially  during  the 
evening  and  after  night  sets  in. 

Another  way  to  profit  is  to  study  the  faces  and 
characters  of  the  fellow  passengers.     This  makes  a 
wonderfully  interesting  book  from  which  we  have 
learned    many   of  the    solid   lessons  of   life.     By 
a    little    generalization    it   is    wonderful   how 
reaching  a  study  of  this  kind  may  be  made.     That 
people  generally  carry  with  them,   as  they  travel, 
much  of  their  home  life  and  history,  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  close  observer.     And  the  more 
believe  this,  the  better  it  will  be  for  us,  as  il 
well   for  us  to   understand  that  we  carry  our 
history  with  us  open-paged.     If  it  is  not  written 
over  us, — in  our  actions,  etc.,  we  unwittingly  r 
it  out  with  our  tongues.     It  is  one  of  the  prolific 
sources  from  which  a  large  amount  of  our  general 
information  comes. 

Another  way  of  passing  time  in  travel  is  in 
sleep.  This  may  not  be  a  very  profitable  way, 
but  to  some  it  seems  to  bring  a  great  deal  of  solid 
comfort,  and,  under  some  circumstances,  may  be 
the  best  thing  to  do. 

The  last  way  that  we  now  name  is  taking  glimp 
ses  from  the  window.  What  we  thus  get  depends 
much  on  the  road  over  which  we  travel,  and  the 
mental  and  soul   condition   of  the  one  who  looks 


As  I  look  out  from  my  library  window  I  see 
through  glasses  of  different  colors,  plain,  red, 
blue,  green  and  light  wine.  Of  course  as  we  look 
through  these  differently-shaded  glasses,  the  things 
we  see  partake  somewhat  of  these  shades.  We 
have  noticed  that  among  all  of  them,  none  throws 
so  much  brilliancy  and  beauty,  as  the  light  wine 
color.  Even  during  the  dullest  cloudy  weather, 
to  look  out  through  this  glass,  you  see  a  flood  of 
sunshine  spread  over  the  city  and  surrounding 
hills.  There  are  times  when  it  does  our  soul  good 
to  take  a  look  through  this  glass,  and  the  thought 
just  now  comes  to  us,  Would  it  not  be  a  good 
thing  for  every  home  to  have  a  glass  of  this  kind 
to  peep  through  when  the  hours  of  gloom  and 
sadness  come?  A  flood  of  sunshine  is  always  good 
for  the  soul.  But  these  glasses  we  too  often  make 
for  ourselves,— not  the  beautiful  wine  color,  but 
the  green  and  the  blue.  And  as  are  these  glasses, 
so  appear  the  things  wc  see. 

It  has  been  the  effort  of  our  life  to  cultivate  a 
cheerful  and  contented  disposition,  and  at  this 
time  we  felt  entirely  free  from  the  cares  that  so 
much  beset  us  in  life,  and  were  in  a  good  mood  to 
look  out  of  the  window  and  read  from  God's  great 
book, — from  its  unfolded  pages. 

As  we  left  Cumberland  towards  the  mountains, 
over  which  we  were  to  pass  during  the  night,  we 
had  a  most  gladsome  treat  of  the  springtime  sun- 
shine and  showers.  After  the  showers,  in  the 
bursts  of  sunshine,  beautiful  white  fog  clouds 
wafted  up,  alongside  of  the  hills,  from  the  gulches 
and  ravines,  to  add  to  and  blend  with  the  darker 
ones  floating  in  the  sky  abo^ve.  As  these  floated 
lazily  eastward,  the  bright  rays  silvered  the  outer 
edges,  while  the  denser  parts,  by  contrast,  were 
made  the  more  dark.  Then,  passing  over  the  face 
of  the  sun,  a  half  rift  is  found,  causing  the  white 
rays  to  pass  down  towards  the  earth,  producing 
the  common  phenomenon  that  we  speak  of, — "The 
sun  drawing  water."  Soon,  however,  the  sun 
drops  down  behind  the  mountains,  and  night  slow- 
ly folds  her  mantel  of  darkness  and  quietness 
around. 

As  we  ran  upward  into  the  mountain  passes, 
we  passed  a  pond  where  the  frogs  were  singing,  in 
discordant  accents,  their  evening  requiem,  before 
the  shades  of  night  set  in  and  the  curtains  fall. 
Some  say,  "  How  hatefull  "  Others  say:  "  How 
sad,"  while  a  lady  back  of  us  bursts  out,  "O,  how 
sweet!"  Well,  we  suppose  they  all  gave  a  fair 
expression  of  their  feelings,  because  they  heard  as 
they  felt.  And  the  thought  came  to  us:  What  is 
the  beautiful, — the  lovely?  Whence  does  it  come? 
Is  it  from  without  or  from  within?  Here  we  had, 
from  the  without,  the  hateful,  the  sad,  and  the 
sweet, — all  from  the  same  spot  and  from  the  same 
sounds.  Could  the  little  frogs,  in  singing  their 
evening  psalm,  be  blamed  for  these  discordant 
emotions  and  expressions?  Surely  not.  The  dis- 
cord was  not  in  the  frog  pond,  but  in  the  hearts 
of  those  who  heard. 

But  this  is  no  strange  thing.  We  find  it  every- 
where, all  through  the  varied  experiences  of 
life.  Everything  seems  to  depend  on  the  glasses 
through  which  we  look, — the  condition  of  our 
minds  and  hearts.  The  Christ-filled  soul  is  ^lways 
seeing  through  the  sunshine  glass,  and  its  benign 
radiance  is  thrown  upon  and  spread  over  every- 
thing upon  which  the  eyes  fall. 

Now  darkness  has  come  and  our  outside  view  is 
cut  off.  The  window  curtain  is  drawn  down  and 
preparations  are  being  made  for  the  night.  As  we 
had  been  very  busy  before  starting,  and  lost  con- 
siderable sleep,  we  felt  that  both  rest  and  sleep 
were  needful,  so  we  arranged  for  the  night.  To 
tell  you  about  the  bed  preparations  in  a  Pullman 
would  no  doubt  be  interesting,  but,  perhaps,  not 
edifying,  so  we  forbear  and  retire  for  the  night. 
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IN  FASHION. 

The  following,  clipped  from  the  Morning  Star, 
and  written  by  Fannie  B.  Dawson,  is  sent  us  by 
one  of  our  readers  for  publication.  It  contains 
some  good  thoughts,  and  the  one  from  Emerson, 
"Strong  will  is  always  in  fashion,"  is  especially 
well  worth  remembering: 

They  had  struck  up  a  tcmporary'friendship  at  a 
lonely  railroad  station.  In  the  course  of  their 
desultory  conversation  the  younger  woman  re- 
marked impulsively: 

•■  I  hate  fashion.  For  myself  I'd  as  lief  wear  my 
hat  three  seasons  as  one.  The  money  I  spend  on 
unnecessary  flowers  and  feathers  I  let  go  from  my 
fingers  with  real  reluctance,  I  need  it  all  so  much 
for  other  and  bcttei  things.  But  I  can't  endure  to 
look  out  of  date.  We're  simply  bound  to  fuss  and 
frizzle  and  feather  ourselvi 
foolish  women,— willy-nilly 
so  often  it  keeps 

"  If  an   old 


nlo  line  with  other 
The  fashions  change 
girl  forever  poor." 
s  thought 


vorth  offer 


retur 


ed  the  other,  "I  would  say, 
since  you  are  not  rich  enough  to  follow  all  the 
vagaries  of  fashion,  you  should  follow  the  most 
enduring,  and  not  trouble  yourself  about  the  rest." 

"  Very  good;  but  first,  how  to  detect  the  endur- 
ing, and,  second,  how  not  to  care  for  what  you 
cannot  have? " 

"What  is  not  rooted  in  actual  need  or 
tionable  common-sense  must  be  trar 
reasoned  the  elder  woman.  "  Draperies  0 
and  shelves,  on  pictures  and  brackets  b 
their  day  and  mainly  departed.  Clutterers  and 
catchers  of  dust  were  they.  Whatever  makes  a 
guy  of  a  room  or  of  one's  self,  or  makes  unneces- 
sary work,  and  is  not  along  the  line  of  hygiene, 
poor  people  and  sensible  people  must  not  follow." 

"  But  when  everybody  else  wears  beautiful  fur 
capes  and  you  wear  plain  cheviot;  or  everybody 
else  carries  a  muff  and  you  have  only  black  worsted 
mittens,  O,  there's  the  pinch!  " 

"  F-i-rson  says,  'Strong  will  is  always. in  fash- 


nques- 
nt,"  quietly 
tables 
e  had 


"No  doubt,  but  how  '     m  ike   'I 
Does  h  ■  give  directions  ior  that?" 

"You  haven'!  to  make  it,  my  dear.     It' 
You've  only  to  take  it." 
"Take  it!" 

"Take  it.  Claim  it.  By  faith.  Beat  e; 
satisfied.  Be  rich  in  coiit-  nt,—  clothed  up 
the  conscious  possession  of  superior  riehc 
ments  of  beauty  and  of  holiness." 

Then  the  elderly  woman  quoted  softly: 
"  I  want  l)\  spirit  serene, 

Mv  actions  an<l  w,,r,ls.  to  declare 
Thai  my  treasure  is  placed  in  a  country  unsi 
That  toy  hearts  best  affections  are  there. 
"  i  want  as  a  traveler  to  haste 

Straight  onward,  nor  pause  by  the  way; 
No  Eon  thought  in  anxious  contrivance  to  w. 
On  the  tent  only  pitched  tor  tn-day" 
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OLD  PEOPLE. 


From  the  Scientific  An 


clip  the   follow- 


imark,  2;  Belgium,  5; 
with  2,000,000  inhabi- 
ot  boast  a  single   cen- 


who  are  more  than  100  years  old;  Roumania,  1,084; 
and  Bulgaria,  3,883.  In  other  words,  Bulgaria  has 
a  centenarian  to  every  thousand  inhabitants,  and 
thus  holds  the  international  record  for  old  inhabi- 
tants. In  1892  alone,  there  died  in  Bulgaria,  350 
persons  of  more  than  100  years.  In  the  Balkan 
Peninsula,  moreover,  a  person  is  not  regarded  as 
on  the  verge  of  the  grave  the  moment  he  becomes 
a  centenarian.  For  instance,  in  Servia,  there  were 
in  1890,  some  290  persons  between  106  and  115 
years,  123  between  115  and  125,  and  18  between 
126  and  135.     Three  were  between  135  and  140. 

"Who  is  the  oldest  person  in  the  world?  The 
German  statistician  does  not  credit  the  recent  story 
about  a  Russian  160  years  old.  Russia  has  no  cen- 
sus, he  says,  and  except  in  cases  of  special  official 
investigation  the  figures  of  ages  in  Russia  must  be 
mistrusted.  The  oldest  man  in  the  world  is,  then, 
in  his  opinion,  Bruno  Cotrim,  a  negro  born  in  Af- 
rica, and  now  resident  in  Rio  Janeiro.  Cotrim  is 
150  years  old.  Next  to  him  comes  probably  a  re- 
tired Moscow  cabman,  named  Kustrim,  who  is 
in  his  140th  year.  The  statistician  says  the  oldest 
woman  in  the  world  is  130  years  old,  but  neglects 
to  give  her  name  or  address,  possibly  out  of  courte- 
sy, or,  perhaps,  in  view  of  the  extraordinary  figures 
:h  came  to  his  hand  from  the  Balkan,  he 
ight  a  subject  only  130  years  old  was  hardly 
worthy  of  particular  mention." 


TIME  IS  FLEETINQ. 


BY  LYD1A  WALTER. 


How   s 
hanges 


iftly   time 
>   it   goes! 


think  that  each  mo 
lives  nearer  to  a  do: 
stand?  Shall  we  be  fo 
In  looking  back  ovei 
no  doubt,  can  see  gol 
good,    that 


ngtng    many 
or    stop   to 
brings    our 
shall    our  record 


moves   by,    bri 

Do  we  realize, 

nient    of    time 

ie?     How 

jnd  wanting? 
our  past  lives,  many  of 
ee  golden  opportunities  of  doing 
let  pass  by.  Much  more  might 
have  been  done  in  Sunday  schools  and  missionary 
work.  We  remember  the  time  when  Sunday 
schools  among  the  Brethren  were  almost  unknown, 
yet  we  learn  through  the  Messenger  that  our  an- 
rient  TVr'hr-n  were  among  the  first  in  organizing 
Su  day  schools.  We  ran  not  see  v.-Iv  so  g--d  a 
w^rk  was  dropped,  but  we  thank  God  rha'  ihe 
time  has  come  when  this  glorious  work  is  again 
flourishing  all  over  the  Brotherhood,  and  much 
good  is  being  done  in  bringing  the  young  to 
Christ.  Ten  vears  ago  there  was  no  Sunday  school 
in  the  Woodland  church.  Now  we  have  a  large 
Sunday  school  with  but  little  opposition.  Good 
interest  is  being  taken.  Classes  are  growing  larg- 
er and  more  teachers  must  be  installed.  For  all 
this  we  thank  the  Lord,  and  while  we  have  been 
looking  back,  we  will  a'so  look  to  the  future  and 
pray  that  a  nobler  work  may  be  done,  for  time  is 
winging  us  along,  and  soon  the  little  Sunday 
srhool  scholars  will  take  the  place  of  their  teach- 
ers Oh  that  we  may  instill  in  their  minds  the 
true  principles  of  Christianity,  that  the  noble  work 
may  reach  down  the  ages  to  come! 


Toe 


ngtng  us  away 


ing: 

"A  German  statistician  has  studied  the  census 
teturns  of  Eutope  to  learn  a  few  things  about  the 
centenarians  of  the  Old  World.  He  has  found. 
for  iastance,  that  high  civilization  does  not  favor 
the  greatest  length  of  life.  The  German  Empire, 
wit-<  55.000,000  uopulation,  has  but  78  subjects  who 
are  more  than  100  years  old.  France,  with  fewer 
than  40,000,000,  has  213  persons  who  have  passed 
their  hundiedth  birthday.  England  h 
land,  578;  Scotland,  46;  D 
Sweden,  10;  and  Norway, 
ants,  23.  Switzerland  does 
tenarhn,  but  Spain,  with  about  18,000,000  popula- 
tion, has  401. 

"The  mo-t  amazing  figures  found  by  the  Ger- 
man statistician,  says  the  New  York  Sun,  came 
from  that  troublesome  and  turbulent  region  known 
as  the  Balkan   Peninsula.    Servia  has  57c.  persons 


Life  is  but  a  winter  day 
A  journey  to  the  tomb 

Youth  and  vigor  soon  wi 
Blooming  beauty  lose 

All  that's  mortal  soon  will  be 
Inclosed  in  death's  cold  arn 

Summum.  HI. 


cha 


THEY  PASSED  BY  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 


BY  NANNIE  BLA1N  UNDERHIL 


We  all  adn 
stopped  and, 

poor  stranger  but   how   fevt 
How  many  of  us.— ves.  us.— 


e  the  kind-hearted  Samaritan  who 
his  own  expense,  took  care  of  th 
us  are  like  him 
like  the  priest  and 
Levite  who  passed  by  on  the  other  side?  When 
we  see  a  poor,  miserable  human  soul  reeling  along 
the  streets,  or  lying  in  the  gutter,  or  staggering 
up  to  the  door  of  a  saloon,— the  only  place  open 
to  him,— we  are  very  apt  to  pass;  by  on  the  other 


side,  and,  with  dignity,  condemn  the  poor  wretch 
who  knows  not  the  sound  of  a  kind  word  or  the 
touch  of  a  loving  hand. 

Poor  mortal!  He  is  a  sinner.  Yes,  and  so  was 
the  man  that  fell  among  thieves.  Perhaps  a  few 
kind  words,  a  little  help  and  encouragement  might 
save  that  man  from  a  drunkard's  doom.  Why  not 
try  it,  and  ask  God  on  bended  knee  to  bless  our 
efforts?  He  says,  "Ask,  and  ye  shall  receive." 
When  a  Christian  man  sees  his  erring  brother  (for 
all  God's  children  are  brethren  in  one  sense,— by 
creation)  about  to  enter  a  saloon,  why  not  lay  a 
kind  hand  on  his  shoulder,  and  say,  "Come  with 
me"?  Why  not  lead  him  to  his  own  (the  Chris- 
tian's) home,  and  there  entertain  and  care  for 
him  as  a  dear  friend,  until  he  has  strength  to  resist 
temptation?  When  a  man  is  sick,  or  wounded,  or 
destitute,  hungry  or  homeless,  why  do  we  seek  to 
excuse  ourselves  by  saying,  "  It's  his  own  fault"? 
Christ  never  said  that.  We  cannot  excuse  our- 
selves that  way.  It  is  our  duty  to  "give  to  him 
that  asketh,  and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of 
thee,  turn  not  thou  away."  Help,  strengthen  and 
bless  them.  When  we  meet  a  poor,  fallen  woman, 
who  looks  in  vain  for  a  word  of  pity,  a  look  of 
love,  or  a  token  of  sympathy,  dragging  out  her 
miserable,  hopeless  existence  day  by  day,  how 
many  of  us  pass  by  on  the  other  side?  How  few 
of  us  would  deign  to  touch  her,  if  she  were  in  need 
of  help,  or  allow  her  to  enter  our  homes?  She 
night  perish  in  her  misery  and  go  to  the  place  of 
verlasting  woe,  ere  a  Christian  soul  would  even 
peak  to  her.  They  pass  by  on  the  other  side. 
Yet  many  of  those  same  women  would  gladly  re- 
t  and  live  pure  Christian  lives  if  only  they  had 
the  necessary  sympathy  and  help.  Instead  of 
help  and  sympathy,  if  a  girl  is  suspected  of  the 
lightest  inclination  to  go  wrong,  there  are  hun- 
Ireds  ready  to  give  her  a  push  by  means  of  slan- 
derous words,  idle  gossip  and  reproving  looks, 
Why  not  stoop  down  and  help  the  poor  creatures 
above  their  temptations  and  sin?  It  will 
cost  something,  but  it  cost  the  good  Samaritan 
something  to  help  his  neighbor  too.  It  is.  pre- 
sumed that  most  Christians  do  the  little  every- 
day kindnesses  that  any  one  would  'know  arc 
necessary,  yet,  they  do  not  always. 

We  have  known  families  to  suffer  for  weeks,  in 
1  'own  of  chu-rpes  where  the  neighbors  only 
came  to  the  door  to  ask  after  the  sick  whjjc  the 
wornout  members  sat  up  nie.ht  after  night  alone 
and  work-d  day  after  day  without  help.  Why 
did  not  the  Christian  (?)  neighbors  offer  to  help? 
Some  said,  "Let  them  hire  a  nurse."  Others  said, 
"  Let  their  kinfolks  or  their  neighbors  who  have- 
no  children  to  care  for,  go."  Others  excused 
themselves  by  being  too  busy,  or  afraid  of  conta- 
gion; or  were  waiting  to  be  asked.  Some  said  the 
people   w-ere  not  clean,  or  belouged   to  the  poorer 


:lass.     S 


id  that 
e  man  that  fell  a 
and  not  of  the 
not    overly   clea 


they    were    strangers      i 

nong  thieves  was  a  stran- 

best  class  either,  and,  of 

n.     Perhaps    we  would  be 

Tie,   if   we  were   neglected,    despised,   tired, 

d  discouraged.     We  have  known  families  to 

p  in  a  neighborhood  of  Christians  (?)  with; 

ends,   without   guests   or  kind   words  from 

ors,    and   only  slights  wherever  they  went, 

se  the  parents  were  poor,  and  not  very  high- 

pected.     Poor,  slighted  people! 


l young  gn 


was  once 


When  the  writ 
guilty  of  disappointing  such  a  family  who  had 
begged  the  pleasure  of  our  company  on  New  Year  s 
Day.  (Their  great  crime  was  that  the  parents  were 
not  quite  truthful,  but  their  habit  never  hurt  a 
neighbor,  while  many  a  respected  person's  gos- 
sip did.)  Bitterly  have  I  repented  of  it  all  the 
years  since.  How  sad  I  felt  when  those  poor  chil- 
dren told  of  their  parents'  glad  preparations  and  the 
disappointment  when  no  one  came! 

We  passed  by  on  the  other  side,  and  we  might 
have  led  their  precious  souls  to  Christ.  We,  our- 
selves, have  lived  on  a  lonely,  isolated  ranch 
thirteen  years,  not  seeing  another  human  soul  for 
months  at  a  time,— because,  we  suppose,  it  1S 
quite  a,  ways  to  a  settlement  and  inconvenient,  from 
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any  place,  while,  in  all  the  settlements,  they  have 
neighbors  nearer,  and  we  were  strangers  when  we 
came  here.  We  do  not  have  it  so  lonely  as  for- 
merly, but  even  recently  we  have  looked  with  long- 
ing eyes  day  after  day  and  month  after  month, 
hoping  to  see  some  soul  coming  this  way.  We 
would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  some  one's  dog 
come  wagging  his  tail  and  looking  neighborly. 
The  men  folks  ride  on  the  range  and  often  meet 
other  men,  and  being  out  all  the  time,  they  do  not 
get  lonely  as  we  women  do,  shut  up  in  the  house, 
so  when,  occasionally,  a  stranger  happens  to  call  on 
an  errand,  they  seeing  him  outside  do  not  think  of 
asking  him  in,  nor  would  he  think  of  entering,  so 
we  can  not  speak  to  him. 

One  day  a  wagon  load  of  folks  drove  up  to  our 
house,  and  as  it  was  just  noon,  and  a  long  way  to 
any  other  place,  and  there  were  Christian  women 
along,  we  thought,  of  course,  they  were  coming  in 
to  dinner,  but  while  we  made  ready  to  receive 
them  they  told  their  errand  to  the  boys  who  were 
outside  and  drove  on.  They  were  in  a  hurry  to 
get  to  town,  so  they  passed  by  on  the  other  side. 

In  this  part  of  the  country,  several  lonely  ranch 
women  have  lost  their  reason  and  become  maniacs, 
while  many  others  have  lost  their  health  and  been 
obliged  to  go  where  human  society  could  be  found, 
but  some  cannot  go;  they  must  stay,  whatever  the 
consequences  may  be.  What  will  our  Lord  say  to 
those  who  never  tried  to  relieve  their  loneliness? 
"  1  was  sick  and  in  prison,  and  ye ." 

Dear  reader,  if  there  is  a  lonely  person  whom 
you  know,  go  to  see  them  if  you  possibly  can,  even 
if  it  does  cost  a  little  self-denial,  and  if  you  can't 
go  to  see  them,  write  them  a  nice  letter.  If  there's 
a  sick  person  whom  few  others  go  to  see,  do  not 
neglect  that  soul,  and  if  there  is  a  sad,  hungry  or 
erring  one  whom  you  might  help,  it  is  your  duty,  as 
well  as  privilege,  o  help  them.  "As  ye  did  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these ." 


BY  MARY  E.  FRANTZ. 


This  is  a  world  of  changes.  From  the  time  the 
eyes  of  the  tender,  innocent  babe  first  open  to 
the  light  of  this  world,  till  they  are  closed  forever 
to  these  earthly  scenes,  yes,  till  they  are  again 
opened  to  the  glories  of  heaven, — through  all  these 
years  come  changes  of  various  kinds.  Some  bring 
gladness,  while  others  throw  around  us  the  man- 
tle of  gloom.  But  to  the  Christian  "all  things 
work  together  for  good." 
J  Father  and  mother,   does  your  mind  sometimes 

f  go  back  to  your  childhood  days, — to  the  dear  fami- 

ly circle,  long  since  scattered,  some  at  the  bridal 
and  some  at  the  tomb?  Ah,  those  dear  childhood 
days!  How  sweet  the  memory  of  the  dear  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  and  of  the  happy  hours  spent  in 
the  pleasant  nooks  and  shady  dells  about  the  dear 
old  home.  The  family  was  then  an  unbroken  cir- 
cle. But  sweeter  than  all  else  is  the  memory  of 
the  dear  father  and  mother,  who  cared  and  pro- 
vided for  us  in  sickness  and  health.  Oh  who  has 
forgotten  the  loving  service  of  the  dear  father,  and 
the  anxiety  and  patient  care  of  that  loving  mother, 
as  a  dear  son  or  daughter  was  on  the  brink  of 
death?  And  yet,  more  sacred  than  this,  is  the 
the  memory  of  the  family  altar  where  father  and 
mother  so  often  poured  out  their  hearts  to  God  in 
your  behalf.  Oh  the  blessed  memory  of  those 
prayers  will  last  as  long  as  life  shall  last!  Then 
there  was  a  time  when  you  came  forth  from  the 
liquid  stream  whither  you  had  followed  Jesus,  to 
he  welcomed  into  the  fold  by  father,  mother  and 
many  dear  ones. 

Changes  continue  to  come.  By  and  by  the 
family  circle  is  broken.  A  dear  brother  or  sister 
ls  taken  across  the  river,  leaving  lonely  hearts  be- 
hind. 

Time  passes.  You  will  remember  the  good 
wishes  of  the  dear  home  friends,  when  you  chose 
the  one  who  was  more  dear  to  you  than  any  other, 
and  left  the  parental  roof  to  build  up  for  yourself 
\  home,  with  the  help  of  that  loving  wife  or  hus- 


band.  One  by  one  the  members  of  the  family  are 
scattered.  There  comes  a  day  when  your  heart  is 
made  sad  because  father  has  been  called  hence, 
and  by  and  by  mother  is  called  to  cross  the  river. 
The  old  home  is  indeed  a  lonely,  yet  sacred  spot. 

The  changing  scenes  of  life  bring  you  to  the 
home  of  the  dearest  friend  of  your  childhood  (next 
to  home  friends).  But  where  is  he?  In  the  si- 
lent city  of  the  dead  you  see  a  mound  which  cov- 
ers the  "earthly  house,"  but  the  soul  of  that 
Christian  father  is  safe  with  its  Maker,  where  you 
soon  will  be  if  you  prove  faithful.  The  memories 
of  boyhood  days  cluster  around  you,  and  you  can 
hardly  realize  that  that  dear  one  is  no  longer  in 
the  home  where  he  labored  so  long  and  faithfully. 
But  the  lonely  wife  and  the  loving  children  tell 
you  it  is  the  sad  truth. 

The  years  are  passing  and  many  changes  have 
come  to  your  own  home.  Some  have  added  to  its 
joy  and  others  have  subtracted  from  it.  It  may 
be  that  God  has  taken  from  your  home  a  tender 
plant  (his  own  gift  to  you)  and  transplanted  it  to 
bloom  more  brightly,  and  shed  its  delicate  fra- 
grance in  the  celestial  garden.  Or,  perhaps,  he  has 
taken  your  dearest  one,— side  companion, — the  one 
who  scattered  sunshine  in  your  pathway,  who 
smoothed  the  rough  places  in  life,  who  stood  by 
you  in  adversity,  to  cheer  and  comfort  you  in  the 
most  trying  hours.  Such  events  bring  deep  sad- 
ness to  the  heart. 

But  through  all  these  changes,  bright  or  drear, 
there  gleams  a  thread  of  light, — "  I,  the  Lord, 
change  not."  What  a  comfort  to  the  Christian  I 
Years  may  come  and  go;  kingdoms  may  rise 
and  fall,  dynasties  may  exalt  themselves,  and  be 
tumbled  into  dust  and  ashes,  wealth  may  despair, 
health  may  fail,  loved  ones  may  be  separated, 
friendship's  fires  may  grow  dim,  yet  the  Lord 
^hangeth  not, — ever  faithful,  ever  watchful,  ever 
loving,  ever  long-suffering,  tender,  gracious,  com- 
passionate, almighty.  Amid  all  the  changes  of 
life  let  us  not  fail  to  prepare  to  spend  eternity  with 
the  Unchangeable  in  that  "  home  where  changes 
never  come." 

Holmesville,  Near. 
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Letters  of  Greeting. 

The  following  letters  of  greeting  were  read  at 
the  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  and  will  also  ap- 
pear in  the  Full  Report; 

From  Asia  Minor. 

We,  a  little  band  of  Christians  "contending  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  saints,"  unite  in 
sending  warm  greeting  to  the  Annual  Meeting  and 
to  the  whole  Fraternity  in  America,  whose  prayers 
are  humbly  and  earnestly  requested  in  our  behalf. 
We  avail  ourselves  of  this  first  opportunity  to 
thank  the  Brethren  church  for  sending  us  the  pure 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  enabling  us  to  "stand 
fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us 
free."  We  pray  God  to  guide  you  and  bless  you 
in  all  your  deliberations!  The  grace  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all!     Amen. 

G.  J.  Fercken. 
From  the  District  Meeting  of  Sweden. 

We  have  no  question  this  year  from  our  District 
Meeting  to  send  to  the  Annual  Meeting,  but  all 
our  churches  in  Sweden,  through  this  District 
Meeting,  unite  in  sending  much  love  and  warm 
greetings  to  the  Annual  Meeting  and  to  the  whole 
Brotherhood  in  America,  giving  our  hearty  thanks 
for  all  their  assistance,  helps  and  sympathy,  both 
temporal  and  spiritual,  received  from  them  till 
this  day,  for  the  spread  of  the  true  Gospel  in  our 
itry  for  saving  sinners.  We  commend  our- 
selves to  our  dear  Brethren  in  America,  and  hope 

to,  receive,  their  sympathy  still,  in  time  to  come, 


and  are  willing  to  labor  with  the  whole  Brother- 
hood as  one  body  and  one  spirit,  even  as  we  with 
you  are  called  in  one  hope  of  our  calling.  "One 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and  Father 
of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you 
all."  May  a  rich  blessing  from  God  our  Father 
and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  be  with  you  all,  is  our 
prayer! 

Signed  in  behalf  of  all  the  Brethren  churches  in 
Sweden,  composing  the  District,  by  O.  P.  Olin, 
Elder,  Kjeflinge;  Hans  Olsson,  Elder,  Malmo;  A. 
Anders,  Elder,  Linhamn. 

From  the  District  Meeting  of  Denmark. 
We  have  no  question  this  year  from  our  District 
Meeting  to  send  to  Annual  Meeting,  but  are  glad 
to  say  that  the  churches  in  Denmark  are  all  in 
peace  and  love.  We  try  to  do  our  best  to  have  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  preached  to  sinners,  and  see  to  it 
that  the  members  are  fed  and  built  up.  We  are 
working  according  to  Gospel  rules  and  the  com- 
mandments and  example  of  Christ,  as  believed 
and  practiced  by  the  Brethren. 

The  churches  in  Denmark,  through  this  District 
Meeting,  unite  in  sending  much  love  and  warm 
greetings  and  thanks  to  Annual  Meeting,  and  the 
whole  Brotherhood  in  America,  fur  all  their  helps 
and  sympathy  to  us,  in  having  the  true  Gospel 
spread  in  our  countries  in  Europe  up  to  this  day. 
We  trust  that  our  beloved  Brotherhood  will  still  give 
us  their  sympathy  and  assistance  in  the  blessed 
work  for  Christ,  in  time  to  come.  Please  ac- 
cept this  greeting  of  love. 

May  a  rich  blessing  from  God,  our  Father,  and 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all,  is  our  united 
prayerl 

In  behalf  of  all  the  Brethren  churches  in  Den- 
mark as  a  District.  C.  Hansen,  Sec. 
From  Bulsar,  India. 
May  grace,  mercy  and  peace  be  the  present  pos- 
session of  you  all  in  the  Lord! 

Two  years  have  gone  since  we  met  together  for 
prayer  and  praise,  and  for  hastening  the  Lord's 
work.  These  two  years  have  been  a  great  deal  to 
us.  We  wish  to  say,  wc  are  doing  what  we  can, 
but  that  is  very  little,  and  we  feel  our  littleness  in 
the  conflict. 

We  have  been  sick,  but  are  now  well.  We  have 
felt  strong,  but  now  feel  if  we  have  strength  at 
all  it  is  in  Him.  We  can  do  a  little  in  the  vernac- 
ular now, — we  have  daily  conversations  in  a  small 
way,  outside  the  work,  with  the  teacher,  and  our 
family  worship  is  now  entirely  conducted  in  the 
language.  Sometimes,  at  this  service,  six,  eight 
or  ten  persons  are  present,  but  usually  there  are 
six.  We  have  daily  conversations  on  religion  with 
the  people,  though  not  yet  in  public  preaching. 

This  is  the  Lord's  woik,  but,  dearly  beloved,  it 
is  hard  work.  When  a  heathen  sees  Christ  as  his 
Savior,  then  persecution  begins,  such  as  car.  not 
even  be  dreamed  about  in  our  American  Christian 
homes.  He  soon  comes  to  accept  Christ  in  his 
heart,  but  to  make  the  outward  confession  brings 
on  storms  of  fury  from  all.  Yet  God  sees  his  own, 
and  we  doubt  not  that  the  day  is  fast  approaching 
when  India  shall  bow  before  the  Lord  Jehovah, 
find  we  rejoice  that  our  own  dear  people  are  to  share 
a  part  in  the  glorious  worj:.  We  are  together  as 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  will  rejoice  exceedingly 
whenever  the  Brotherhood  sends  out  more  laborers. 
The  field  is  so  great  on  all  sides,  that  a  little 
handful  of  workers  feels  the  need  of  fellowship  so 
much,  and,  for  the  Master's  sake,  many  can  pre- 
pare as  fast  as  a  few,  the  harvest  is  so  great,  the 
field  is  the  world, — we  are  workers. 

May  the  gracious  Lord  of  high  heaven  use  us  all 
more  fully  according  to  His  Gospel,  both  in  living 
it,  and  in  carrying  it  to  others  throughout  the 
world.  Pray  for  usl  It  is  our  pleasure  to  walk  in 
harmony  with  the  church  we  so  much  love.  May 
He  ever  fill  us  and  guide  us,  for  His  name's  sake! 
Amen,  Signed  in  behalf  of  all.  W.  B.  Stover. 
Letter  of  Greeting  Returned  to  Sweden,  Denmark,  Asia 
Minor  and  India. 
The  Brethren  assembled  in  General  Conference 
at  Ottawa,  send  Christian  greetings  to  all  the  dear 
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members  of  our  Father's  family  in  Denmark,  Swe- 
den, Asia  Minor  and  India.  We  accept,  with 
much  joy  in  Christ  Jesus,  your  greeting  of  love 
and  fervent  invocation  of  divine  blessings  to  rest 
upon  us.  We  commend  you  for  the  spirit  of 
thankfulness  and  appreciation,  so  strongly  mani- 
fest in  all  your  letters  of  greeting;  for  the  spirit 
of  meekness  and  humility,  and  for  the  earnestness, 
perseverance  and  faithfulness  in  all  the  work  com- 
mitted to  your  care.  We  are  thankful  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  that  these  graces  are  found  in 
you,  and  pray  that  he  may  richlv  bless  you  in  all 
things,  bringing  us  all  at  last  into  perfect  union 
and  peace  with  him  in  glory. 

D.  E.  Pkice,  Moderator, 
D.  L.  Miller,  Clerk. 
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Notes  and  Jottings  i 


'  Recent  Annual  Meeting. 


One  of  the  pleasant  features  of  our  recent 
nual   Meeting  was  the  speed  with  which  the  t 
Nothing  is  more  ruinous   to 
leeting  than  when  business  is 


ncss  was  done 
interest  of  any 
lowed  to  drag. 
More  attenth 
aid  us  much 
more  satisfacto 
common  rules, 
tertained,  the  only  legit 
motion  is  to  vote  upon  i 


al- 


i  to  parliamentary  rules  would  still 
n  doing  business  promptly,  and 
ly.  I  mean  the  plainer  and  more 
For  instance,  when  a  motion  is  en- 
te  way  to  dispose  of  the 
An  amendment  is  always 


in  order,  and  the  vote  should  be  on  the  amendment 
only.  There  is  a  good  reason  for  this.  The  amend- 
ment may  be  of  value  and  the  vote  is  regarded  as  a 
test  of  its  value.  But  a  substitute  is  at  no  time  in  or- 
der. [?— Ed.J  1  do  not  see  why  the  meeting 
should  consider  a  substitute  instead  of  the  original 
motion.  Why  should  the  mover  of  the  original  mo- 
tion give  way  to  the  mover  of  a  substitute,  before  his 
motion,  then  before  the  house,  has  been  tested? 
There  is  no  good  reason  for  so  doing. 

Again,  the  habit  of  calling  upon  the  delegate  to 
explain  his  paper,  does  not  always  lead  to  good  re- 
sults. Papers,  queries,  etc.,  should  state  their  cases 
clearly,  so  that  they  need  no  explanation.  If  they 
are  not  so  written,  they  should  be  sent  back  unan- 
swered because  of  their  indefiniteness.  If  the  paper 
is  not  plain  and  needs  the  explanation  of  the  delegate 
to  get  the  facts  before  the  meeting,  will  it  be  under- 
stood when  it  appears  on  the  Minutes,  without  such 
explanation?  Besides,  the  delegate  being  known 
to  the  case,  and  sometimes  a  party  in  the  case,  his 
explanation  is  liable  to  mould  the  answer  obtained. 
In  fact,  it  looks  very  much  as  if  the  delegate 
should  remain  silent  while  his  paper,  and  perhaps 
his  case,  is  being  considered.  In  this  way  a  clear 
and  impartial  answer  is  much  more  likely  to  be  ob- 
tained. Rule  10,  and  that  part  of  rule  II,  that  re- 
lates to  the  delegates,  leads  to  the  unhappy  result  I 
have  named,  hence  they  deserve  to  be  erased. 

The  location  of  the  park  at  Ottawa  with  her 
buildings,  her  wells  of  pure  cold  water  and  her 
groves  with  her  other  conveniences  render  it  a  most 
delightful  place  for  the  meeting.  It  looks  as 
though  it  would  be  to  our  advantage  to  seek 
grounds  with  permanent  buildings  in  which  to  hold 
our  Annual  Meeting. 

A  German  stranger,  in  traveling,  once  happened 
to  get  on  one  of  our  excursion  trains  going  to  An- 
nual Meeting.  He  said  he  never  felt  himsel: 
safe  in  traveling  in  his  life  as  when  he  found  1 
self  among  so  many  good  people.  He  said  he  felt 
sure  that  no  evil  would  befall  them.  Surely  we  have 
great  reason  to  be  thankful  to  the  Lord  for  his 
marked  care  over  us  in  attending  our  Annual  Meet- 
ings. Many  of  us  have  at  different  times  passed 
through  floods  and  storms,  amid  all  of  which  wc  do 
not  call  to  mind  a  single  case  of  injury.  This  year 
the  experiences  of  many,  in  passing  through  flooded 
districts,  were  anxious  ones  indeed.  While  de- 
structive tornadoes  seemed  to  be  on  all  sides  of  us, 
we  passed  through  St.  Louis  the  night  af'.er  the 
storm,  and  we  have  only  to  say  that  the  scenes  and 
tales  told  were  most  pitiful.  Surely  "  if  we  had  only 
the  hope  in  this  life,  we  would  be  of  all  men  most 
miserable."  I.  J.  Rosenberger. 

Covington,  Ohio, 


.. 


Answer  to  Prayers. 


Many  years  ago,  in  the  early  history  of  my  mini- 
sterial work,  there  lived  a  family  a  few  miles  from 
our  home,  Daniel  Layman,  his  wife  and  children. 

Mrs.  Layman  had  been  afflicted  for  some  years, 
and  confined  to  her  bed  much  of  her  time.  Sister 
Susan  Bonsack  paid  her  a  visit  and  while  with  her, 
Mrs.  Layman  expressed  a  desire  for  a  ministerial 
visit.  I  received  the  message  by  Bro.  John  Bon- 
sack, who,  with  Sister  Bonsack,  accompanied  me  in 
a  visit  to  see  her.  On  our  arrival,  in  conversation 
with  her,  I  asked  her  object  in  sending  for  me. 
She  said  that  she  was  concerned  for  her  future 
state,  and  desired  some  assistance  in  devotional  ex- 
ercises. In  complying  with  her  request,  we  read 
some  Scriptures,  sung  a  hymn,  with  exhortation 
and  prayer. 

About  the  close  of  these  services,  as  I  now  re- 
member, she  went  into  a  trance  and  we  supposed 
that  she  was  passing  away,  but  after  a  while  she  re- 
vived and,  calling  sister  Bonsack  to  her  side,  told 
her  that  she  had  been  in  the  spirit  world,  and 
what  she  had  seen,  and  that  she  wanted  to  unite 
with  the  church  and  live  in  God's  service. 

There  was  present  a  young  lady,— Elizabeth  Mur- 
ry.  She  became  deeply  concerned  and,  in  tears 
and  earnestness,  expressed  a  desire  to  unite  with 
the  church.  In  the  meantime  the  husband,  Daniel 
Layman,  also  decided  to  unite  with  the  church,  and 
the  afflicted  sister  from  that  time  on  improved  in 
health  and  was  able  to  be  up,  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  a  meeting  at  their  home.  They 
were  then  baptized  and  received  into  the  church. 

A  few  weeks  afterwards  our  Communion  Meeting 
was  held  about  six  miles  away,  and  they  went  to 
the  Meeting  in  the  farm  wagon.  (In  those  days 
were  very  few  buggies  or  carriages  in  use  in 
Duntry.)  They  all  enjoyed  the  meeting  very, 
much,  and  returned  rejoicing. 

hort  time,  comparatively,  Sister  Layman  re- 
lapsed and  died.  We  were  called  to  attend  the 
burial  service,  and  when  we  arrived  Bro.  Layman 
said,  "  We  will  not  have  the  funeral  preached  now." 
Though  in  usual  health,  he  further  said,  "  I  will 
die  soon  and  then  both  funerals  can  be  preached 
together."  Strange  but  true,  he,  in  a  short  time, 
:k,  sent  for  me  to  write  his  will,  and  in 
a  few  days  passed  away,  and  the  funeral  of  both 
was  preached. 

A  few  days  since,  I  met  with  their  son  who  was 
then  a  young  man,  who,  remembering  the  circum- 
stances, as  above  related,  requested  that  an  ac- 
count be  published;  hence  I  send  this  manuscript. 

This  leads  the  mind  to  another  similar  circum- 
stance. I  also  relate  it.  A  young  lady,  Miss  Sally 
Powell,  of  this  vicinity,  was  sick  with  fever,  and  it 
settled  into  one  of  her  feet.  Mortification  took 
place  and  the  foot  had  to  be  taken  off.  Unexpect- 
edly the  disease  took  effect  in  the  leg  above,  and 
her  doctor  told  her  that  she  could  not  get  well  and 
that  the  best  for  her  to  do  would  be  to  prepare  for 
the  change. 

With  this  advice  we  were  called  to  see  her,  and, 
asking  her  the  object,  she  said,  "  The  doctor  says  that 
I  must  die  and  I  am  not  prepared."  Some  five  or 
six  of  her  young  friends,  seated  in  the  room,  became 
deeply  impressed,  broke  down  in  tears,  and,  at  her 
request,  we  engaged  in  a  season  of  devotion,  with 
special  prayer  for  her  recovery.  The  mortifica- 
tion was  arrested,  and  she  recovered,  God  be 
praised,  and  united  with  the  church.  Afterwards  she 
was  married  and  lived  a  faithful  member,  about 
twelve  years.  She  was  then  taken  sick  with  con- 
sumption, and  called  for  the  elders,  and  was  anoint- 
ed. I  never  have  seen  any  one  more  entirely  re- 
signed. She  passed  away  rejoicing  in  the  fond 
hope  of  a  home  in  heaven. 

There  is  also  another  case  that  we  can  relate  that 
gives  us  a  picture  quite  different,  and  may  be  a  use- 
ful lesson  to  the  reader.  A  citizen  of  this  commun- 
ity, many  years  ago— an  intemperate  man,  and  im- 
moral in  other  ways,— was  taken  very  sick.  Becom- 
ing very  much  disturbed  he  called  us  to  visit  him. 
Arriving  at  his  home,  before  going  in,  we  heard 
him  exclaim,  "  What  shall  I  do?    O.Jwhat  shall  I 
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do?"  When  entering  his  room,  I  asked,  "Why 
are  you  so  much  disturbed?"  He  replied,  "  O,  I 
am  about  to  die,  and  I  am  not  prepared.  O,  what 
shall  I  do?    What  shall  I  do?" 

I  gave  advice  to  take  it  all  to  God,  who  is  merciful 
The  man  asked  for  time  and  promised  to  reform  and 
live  a  better  life.  At  his  request  we  had  prayer 
and  he  appeared  to  be  encouraged.  In  a  short 
time  he  recovered  and  was  able  to  be  up  and  attend 
to  business.  Sad  to  say  he  fell  back  into  his  former 
habits,  and,  not  very  long  afterwards,  took  sick 
again  and  passed  over  the  river.  The  rest  is  known, 
to  God  only.  ,       B.  F.  Moomaw. 


Chicago  Notes. 

TuouGrf  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  I  have 
written  under  the  head  of  "  Chicago  Notes,"  it  may 
not  be  uninteresting  for  the  readers  of  the  Messen- 
ger to  hear  from  this  field  of  labor.  F"irst,  we  wish 
to  correct  a  wrong  impression  that  seems  to  have 
gone  out  into  sections  of  the  Brotherhood  from 
this  church,— that  we,  as  a  congregation,  grant 
members  the  privilege  of  wearing  other  styles  of 
dress  than  that  adopted  by  the  Brotherhood.  We 
do  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  this  congrega- 
tion has  not  its  few,  with  almost  every  other  like 
organization,  who  violate  these  plain  rules,  and 
some,  too,  who  advocate  .a  more  liberal  dress-rul- 
ing. From  the  position  they  occupy  we  could  ex- 
pect better  things.  Be  it  understood  that  the 
Chicago  church  stands,  as  she  voted  seven  years 
ago  last  March,  when  organized,  to  stand  by  and 
be  controlled  by  the  Brotherhood. 

Again;  a  greater  part  of ,  this  dress  question 
trouble  originated  from  members  coming  to  the 
city  for  a  short  time,  some  bringing  their  church- 
letters,  others  coming  without,  thinking,  no  doubt,, 
they  were  in   the  city,  and  that  dressing  as  becom- 
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was  of  no 
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a  our  way  of  building  up  the  church  and 
kingdom.  We  speak  more  fully  "of  this 
as  a  warning  to  our  dear  brethren  and  sistrrs. 
Almost  anywhere  else  could  you  better  afford  trjese 
violations,  if  you  can  afford  them  at  all,  than  at 
a  point  where  so  much  work  is  required,  to  fully 
establish  our  church.  Once  we  gain  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  Catholic  sisters, — 1,300, — it  will  not 
make  so  much  difference  whether  the  few  are  out 
of  order.  And  once  our  sisters  are  known  by  their 
form  of  dress,  where  they  belong,  and  that  they 
are  sisters  of  love  and  mercy,  they  will  meet  with 
just  as  murh  love,  honor  and  respect  as  the  more 
conspicuous  Catholic  sisters  are  meeting  with  every- 
where to  day. 

So  let  us  take  courage  and  be  consistent,  for  we 
believe  at  no  time  in  the  world's  history  was  there 
so  great  need  of  a  true  Christian  example  and 
standard  in  Gospel  plainness  as  at  present.  The 
ministry  of  other  churches  are  beginning  to  real- 
ize that  fashion  has  destroyed  true  vital  piety 
among  their  people,  and  are  raising  their  voices 
against  it.  But  oh  I  what  a  mountain  to  remove! 
How  much  easier  to  have  prevented,  by  proper 
teaching  and  training,  this  mountain  which  the 
tides  of  fashion  and  the  waves  of  time  have  rolled 
up,  than  to  remove  it  now,  fixed  as  it  is  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  by  custom  and  education. 

One  dear  brother  reports  the  Chicago  work  dead 
in  his  congregation,  but  we  are  glad  to  report  the 
work  growing.  In  the  last  few  weeks  two  sisters 
have  been  received  by  baptism  and  two  more  are 
to  be  baptized  at  our  Communion  meeting  June 
21.  Our  congregation  is  larger  than  ever  before, 
and  we  often  see  new  faces  in  the  audience.  The 
membership  numbers  about  sixty.  Thirty  have 
been  baptized  during  the  last  three  years.  We 
have  granted,  in  our  seven  years  of  organization, 
seventy-seven  letters  of  membership.  From  this 
it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  given  a  church  home 
to  many  who  were  temporarily  stopping  in  the  ci  /• 
From  this  standpoint  alone  the  church  has  done 
a  good  work,^  while  many  coming  here  for  a  ew 
I  months   or   a,  year,    and  Jiecoming    interested 
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church   work,   were,    no    doubt,    kept   from    many 
places  of  doubtful  propriety. 

We  still  have  in  the  city  between  six  and  seven 
thousand  saloons,  whose  doors  are  open  nineteen 
hours  out  of  every  twenty-four  throughout  the  en- 
tire year.  Every  other  form  of  vice  also  prevails,— 
not  with  the  boldness  of  the  saloon  however,  which 
is  a  legally-licensed  institution  of  the  United 
States  Government  and  of  the  State.  What  an 
army  of  poor  souls  are  on  the  road  to  eternal  woe 
through  these  many  avenues  of  evil!  Young  man, 
young  woman,  heed  advice!  If  yo1 
home  in  the  country,  though  it  be  ; 
love  and  cherish  it  and  remain  the 
come  to  the  city  and  take  ninety 
out  of  every  one  hundred  against  bu 
and,  perhaps,  a  larger  percentage  1 
destruction. 

There  is  plenty  material  in  the  city  to  keep  all 
mission  workers  busy  for  years.  Districts  for 
miles  and  miles,  solid  with  houses  teeming  with 
humanity  writhing  in  all  manner  of  squalor,  vice, 
degradation,  sickness,  distress,  ignorance,  poverty 
and  filth  undreamed  of,  prevails.  01  we  have  all 
we  can  do.  In  the  name  of  all  that  is  good  do 
not  swell  the  number.  Hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
innocent  young  girls  have  left  beautiful  homes, 
coming  to  a  great  city  and  are  working  to-day  for 
from  three  to  five  dollars  per  week,  out  of  which 
must  be  paid  room  rent,  board  and  clothes,  and 
they  must  be  clothed  well,  for  the  shabbily-dressed 
stand  no  show  of  employment.  Room  and  board 
usually  costs  from  three  dollars  a  week,  for  the 
humblest  places,  to  five  dollars  a  week  for  the 
better  class,  hence  many,  very  many,  fall  into  lives 
of  shame  because  they  do  not  receive  sufficient 
wages  to  sustain  them. 

Again,  let  me  repeat  and  emphasize,  Love  your 
homes,  young  people,  as  you  never  have,  and  be 
content  to  remain  in  them.  The  unemployed 
would  make  a  large  army.  There  are,  perhaps, 
twenty  applicants  to-day  for  every  position  in  the 
cjity.  W.  R.  Miller. 

What  we  Hear,  See  and  Enjoy. 

We  saw,  heard  and  enjoyed  so. many  good  things, 
while  at  our  late  Annual  Meeting,  that  we  feel 
constrained  to  write  a  little  about  it. 

That  meeting  shall  ever  be  a  green  spot  in  our 
memory.  We  met  many  whom  we  had  not  seen 
for  a  great  many  years  and  had  a  happy  meeting. 

We  were  much  pleased  to  see  the  great  mission- 
ary spirit  among  our  people.  The  talk  on  our 
growth  in  missions  by  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer,  I  think, 
reached  the  hearts  of  many  of  his  listeners.  We 
are  glad  we  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  so  many 
of  our  good  brethren  preach.  I  could  not  tell 
why  it  was  that  so  many  of  the  brethren  and  sis- 
ters were  otherwise  engaged  while  there  was  such 
good  preaching  in  the  Tabernacle,  but  then,  I  sup- 
pose, there  are  always  those  who  go  to  these 
meetings  for  enjoyment,  other  than  that  afforded 
by  the  services.  Their  actions  speak  louder  than 
words. 

We  saw  many  intelligent  and  noble-looking 
young  brethren.  Those  are  the  ones  that  will  take 
the  place  of  the  dear  old  veterans  of  the  cross  who 
are  fast  passing  away. 

One  night  a  number  of  us  were  resting  on  our 
cots  in  a  room  in  the  assembly  building  underneath 
the  room  where  the  Standing  Committee  were  as- 
sembled, laboring  for  the  good  of  the  Brotherhood. 
Everything  was  quiet  except  the  breathing  of  the 
many  sleepers.  In  that  upper  room  we  heard  a 
hymn  sung  and  then  a  prayer  offered.  O  how 
sad  I  feel  that  I  have  not  the  language  to  express 
how  that  song  and  prayer  impressed  my  mind! 
We  thought  of  that  group  that  assembled  in  that 
uPper  room  in  Jerusalem,  after  the  cloud  had  re- 
ceived Jesus  out  of  their  sight! 

The  members  of  the  Belleville  church  have  en- 
Joyed  another  Communion  meeting,  and  when  we 
say  we  had  a  good  meeting  we  mean  just  what  we 
say,  but  this,  like  the  Annual  Meeting,  is  in  the 


past,  but  it  should  benefit  us  in  the  future.  Every 
one  seemed  to  enjoy  this  meeting.  We  did  not 
have  a  great  number  of  preachers,  but  those  that 
were  here  were  good  workers  and  we  appreciate 
their  labors.  Bro.  Martin  Gauby,  of  the  Washing- 
ton church,  and  Bro.  Albion  Daggett,  of  the  Burr 
Oak  church,  were  all  the  visiting  ministers  present. 
Bro.  Daggett  officiated.  The  children's  meeting, 
on  Sunday  morning,  was  grand.  How  our  hearts 
were  warmed  within  us  to  see  the  young,  both  sis- 
ters and  brethren,  get  up  before  the  large  audience, 
and  talk  so  touchingly  to  those  dear  little  ones! 
Why  is  it  they  have  the  courage?  It  is  because 
they  have  good  chances  to  improve  their  talents. 
What  grand  things  those  social  prayer  and  young 


people 
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meetings  are!  Breth 
ones  encourage  those  meetings 
ive  feast  meetings  are  also  a  b< 
We  can  all  meet  together  frc 
near  and  be  as  one  family.  A  brother  and  sister 
from  Virginia  were  among  us.  They  found  the 
church  here  in  the  same  faith  as  where  they  live. 
We  were  not  strangers  to  them.  One  young  man 
was  baptized,  and  a  young  sister  a  few  weeks  ago. 
This  meeting  was  new  to  her,  but  was  a  feast  to 
her  soul,  as  she  expressed  it  both  in  words  and 
action.  A  number  of  young  brethren  and  sisters 
from  adjoining  churches  were  present.  With  them 
and  our  home  talent  we  had  some  fine  song  serv- 
ices. 

On  the  evening  of  our  feast  a  dark  cloud  came 
up,  accompanied  by  much  thundering  and  light- 
ning. Some  were  on  their  way  to  meeting.  One 
young  man,  his  wife  and  babe,  came  very  near  be- 
ing killed.  The  wife  was  stunned  the  most,  while 
the  balls  of  fire,  they  said,  were  flying  around  their 
team.  Louisa  J.  Williams. 

Belleville,  Kans.June  6. 
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Chestnut  Grove  Church,  W.  Va.— Our  regula 
church  council  was  June  6.  Everything  passec 
off  pleasantly.  Since  our  last  report  one  has  beei 
received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  There  has  al 
so  been  one  death— Bro.  J.  Rhodes— who  died  of 
fever. — Minnie  Duncan,  June  to. 

Warreusburg,  Mo.— The  members  of  the  War- 
rensburg  churcn  met  in  quarterly  council  June  4, 
preparatory  to  our  harvest  love  feast,  which  oc- 
curred on  Saturday,  June  6,  and  was  most  pleasant 
and  enjoyable.     Ministering  brethren  were,  J.  Kath- 

erman,  Charles  Nininger,  T.  Hoover, Overholt- 

zer,  and  others,  from  a  distance.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  better  than  ever  before. — Alice  A.  Roop, 
Warrensburg,  Mo.,  June  to. 

St.  Joseph  Valley,  Ind.— Last  Saturday  evening 
was  our  love  feast, — one  of  the  largest  ever  held  at 
this  place.  Over  one  hundred  communed.  There 
were  fourteen  ministers  and  thirteen  churches  rep- 
resented. Bro.  Geo.  D.  Zollers,  of  South  Bend, 
officiated.  At  the  forenoon  meeting  Bro.  Cross,  of 
Waterford,  Ind.  (a  deaf  mute)  gave  a  talk  to  the 
children.  It  was  very  interesting  to  all,  by  the 
aid  of  an  interpreter.  There  were  six  of  the  mutes, 
— brethren  and  sisters, — that  communed  in  the 
evening. — Cannon  Smith,  South  Bend,  Ind.,  June  6. 

Pine  Church,  W.  Va.  —  The  members  of  this 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  June  6.  Brethren 
H.  N.  Kelly  and  John  M.  Leatherman  were  ordained 
to  the  eldership.  Brethren  D.  B.  Arnold  and  Peter 
Arnold  officiated.  The  writer  was  chosen  reporter 
for  this  congregation  to  Gospel  Messenger.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  24.  The  business 
which  came  before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of 
pleasantly  and,  we  trust,  satisfactory  to  all.  Sun- 
day morning  we  again  me*t  for  Sunday  school  and 
preaching,  but,  on  account  of  the  burial  services  of 
a  little  child,  the  Sunday  school  was  omitted.  At 
10  A.  M.  and  2  P.  M„  we  had  the  pleasure  of  lis- 
tening to  two  excellent  funeral  discourses  by  Bro. 
D.  B.  Arnold.— Arthur  W.  Arnold,  Old  Fields,  W. 
Va.June  8. 


Monticello  Church,  Ind- Our  spring  Commun- 

n  meeting  was  held  June  5.  The  attendance  was 
large.  The  order  was  exceedingly  good  both  inside 
of  the  house  and  outside.  Bro.  Joseph  Brower,  of 
Denver,  Ind.,  officiated.  Next  day  Bro.  Dav'id  Dil- 
ling  was  ordained  to  the  eldership.  The  church  is 
still  in  good  working  order  and  has  two  schools, 
doing  good  work,  with  a  large  attendance.  They 
using  all  of  the  Brethren's  Sunday  school  liter- 
ature.—/. A.  Weaver,  June  0. 

Nocona,  Tex.— The  District  Meeting  for  Texas, 
Oklahoma  and  Southern  Indian  Territory  will  be 
held  in  the  Nocona  church,  Montague  Co.,  Tex., 
Aug.  7,  iStA  The  Ministerial  Meeting  will  be  held 
the  6th.  Those  coming  by  rail  will  be  met  on  the 
5th.  Those  coming  over  the  C.  R.  I.  and  P.  R.  R„ 
will  change  at  Ringgold.  Those  over  the  Santa 
Fe  will  change  at  Gainesville.  Trains  leave  Gaines- 
ville about  4  P.  M.,  and  Ringgold  at  9  A.  M.  It 
is  expected  to  have  preaching  during  the  week  pre- 
vious to  District  Meeting.  Our  love  feast  will  be 
held  on  Saturday,  the  8th.— A.J.  Wine,  Clerk. 

South  River  Church,  Iowa.— We  held  our  love 
feast  June  5.  Although  the  attendance  was  smaller 
than  usual,  we  had  a  very  enjoyable  meeting. 
Ministering  brethren  from  abroad  were  Bro.  J.  D. 
Haughtelin  and  Bro.  John  P.  Baily.  Bro.  Haugh- 
telin  officiated.  The  meetings  continued  over  Sun- 
day. Bro.  J.  D.  Haughtelin  was  relieved  of  the 
oversight  of  this  congregation,  in  compliance  with 
his  request,  as  he  lives  in  the  Middle  District  of 
Iowa,  and  we  in  the  Southern.  Bro.  John  P.  Bailey 
was  elected  in  his  stead.  Our  church  decided  not 
to  hold  any  meeting  July  4,  this  year,  and  visit  oth- 
er congregations  on  that  day.  We  have  an  ever- 
green Sunday  school.  We  also  have  preaching  the 
first  and  third  Sunday  of  each  month  and  prayer 
meeting  every  Sunday  afternoon. — Etta  Archer,  Os- 
ceola, Iowa,  June  8. 

Sterling,  111.— The  love  feast  at  the  Sterling, 
111.,  church,  June  13  and  14,  is  just  closed.  It 
proved  to  be  a  "  feast  of  love"  in  every  particular. 
The  crowd  was  large.  The  ministerial  help  was 
very  ample.  We  have  also  just  closed  a  two  weeks' 
series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  W.  H.  Eisen- 
bise,  of  Mt.  Carroll,  111.  It  was  one  of  the  profita- 
ble meetings  that  we  may  hold,  and  yet  have  no  ac- 
cessions. It  was  a  sowing  time,  and  we  will  pa- 
tiently work,  and  wait  God's  own  good  time  for  the 
harvest.  The  outlook  of  our  work  in  this  city  is 
good.  Our  cause  is  taking,  day  by  day,  a  deeper 
hold  on  an  intelligent  people,  and  we  are  firmly 
convinced  that  city  work  among  our  Fraternity 
needs  only  earnest,  faithful  workers,  with  "  long 
patience,  and  many  souls  may  be  won  to  the  Lord. 
—P.  R.  Kcltnerjune  15. 

Lancaster  City,  Pa.— On  Sunday,  May  24,  Bro. 
H.  S.  Sonon,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  Bro. 
George  Bucher,  preached  in  the  city  church  to 
good-sized  audiences.  On  Wednesday  evening, 
June  3,  instead  of  that  week  day  evening  being  spent 
in  the  usual  way,  the  time  was  devoted  to  the  hear- 
ing of  a  brief  statement  regardiug  the  Annual  Con- 
ference, and  disposition  made  of  some  of  the  que- 
ries which  were  before  that  meeting.  This,  ap- 
parently, was  enjoyed  by  all.  I  think  the  pub- 
lishing of  all  matter  which  is  to  come  before  An- 
nual Meeting,  a  short  time  previous  in  the  Messen- 
ger, is  a  very  wise  decision  and  cannot  help  but 
be  instructive.  June  7,  at  9:  15  A.  M.  a  children's 
meeting  was  held.  The  attendance  was  quite 
large  and  the  house  too  small  to  accommodate  all. 
A  full  program  was  rendered.  A  collection  was 
taken  up  which  amounted  to  S55.  At  4  P.  M.  we 
gain  met  for  the  holding  of  the  love  feast  which 
Iosed  at  8  o'clock.  Bro.  O.  V.  Long  officiated, 
nd  Bro.  A.  S.  Hottenstein  preached  on  second 
oor,  while  the  ordinances  were  being  observed 
on  first  floor.  This  was  done  to  accommodate  the 
rowd  which  had  gathered,  not  only  from  the  City, 
but  also  from  York,  Harrisburg,  Reading  and  ad- 
joining churches.  Never  before  have  we  had  so 
y  young  people  present  at  our  feasts.  The  at- 
tention was  good,  and  great  quietness  prevailed. — 
T.  F.  Imler,  June  to. 
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South  English,  Iowa.— Our  love 
feast  of  June  6  will  long  be  rem 
bered  by  those  present.  It  was  truly 
a  feast,  much  enjoyed  by  all.  About 
one  hundred  and  fifty  communed 
Ministerial  help  was  ample.  Eld.  J 
S.  Flory,  of  California,  officiated  and 
did  most  of  the  preaching.  One  was 
received  by  letter  and  we  have  one 
applicant  for  baptism.— 5.  F.  Brower, 
June  8. 

Roann  Church,  Ind.— The 'members 
of  this  church  assembled  in  quarterly 
church-council    June    6.    What    little 
business  came  up  before  the  meeting 
was    fairly    well     disposed    of.      Oi 
dear,  young  sister  was  baptized  at  tl: 
meeting,  and  two, —  a  man  and  wife, 
were  received  by  letter.     We  decided 
to  hold  our  Communion  meeting  Oct 
17,  at  2  1'.  M.     Our  Sunday  school  is 
still  in  progress,  with  Bro.  Henry  Neff 
as  Superintendent.— Joseph  John,  Ju 

Snake  Spring  Valley,  Pa.— We  held 
our  love  feast  May  28.  There  w 
good  attendance.  Ministers  present 
from  other  churches  were,  Joseph 
Snowberger,  George  Myers,  Levi 
Sluckey,  Michael  Claar,  John  Holsing 
er,  Samuel  Ritchey,  A.  T.  Simmons,  anc 
].  S.  Hcrshbcrger.  Kro.  Snowbergei 
officiated.  At  the  close  of  the  after- 
noon service  two  were  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  We  hope 
there  will  be  more  to  follow. — George 
A.  Snyder,  Valley  Milt,  Pa. 

Middle  Fork  Church,  Ind. —  We 
had  our  Communion  last  evening. 
The  attendance  of  members  was  quite 
good  and  nearly  all  of  them  com- 
muned. Owing  to  rain  in  the  evening, 
there  were  not  many  spectators  pres- 
ent. Brethren  Joel  Weaver  and  Dav 
id  Dilling,  of  the  Monticello  church, 
were  with  us.  Bro.  Weaver  led  the 
meeting.  The  labors  of  our  dear 
brethren  were  very  much  appreciated. 
We  had  a  good,  quiet  meeting. — John 
R  Mctzger,  Edna  Mills,  Ind.,  May  31. 


Big  Creek  Church,  111 
council     June     6.      Our 


We  met  in 
der,  John 
Harshbarger,  was  with  us.  Consider- 
able business  came  before  the  meet- 
ing, but  was  disposed  of  in  a  Chris- 
tian-!, k-e  manner.  One  brother  was 
advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry.  Our  love  feast  was  appoint- 
ed for  Oct.  17,  to  commence  at  4  P. 
M  We  expect  to  have  a  series  of 
meetings  about  Nov.  12.  Our  eldei 
preached  for  us  over  Sunday,  and  bap 
tized  two  — man  and  wife.—/.  M.  F,r 
ney,  Parkcrsburg,  III. 

Jonathan  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— 
Our  Communion  meeting,  held  June 
6,  was  a  feast  of  love  indeed  to  those 
who  participated  in  it.  The  weath< 
was  delightful  and  the  attendance  Wi 
the  largest  for  many  years  at  th 
place.  Many  were  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  communing  on  account 
of  alack  of  room  at  the  tables.  Bro.  1. 
D.  Parker  officiated.  Brethren  S. 
Orr,  E.  Horn  and  Q.  Lrckrone  were 
present  and  assisted  in  the  meeting. 
The  Sunday  school  at  this  place  is  in 
a  prosperous  condition.  It  is  con- 
ducted by  sister  Dora  Snider  as  Super- 
intendent. She  is  an  earnest  worker 
and  amply  qualified.  Arrangements 
are  bein?  made  to  erect  a  new  house 
of  worship  in  place  of  the  one  which 
was  recently  burned  down. — Benjamin 
Leckrone,June  0. 


Landessville  Church,  Ind.— At  our 
quarterly  council,  June  6,  we  appoint- 
ed Oct.  15  for  our  love  feast,  com- 
mencing at;  10  A.  M.  We  decided  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings  this  fall  or 
winter,  and  to  secure  the  services  of 
Bro.  Daniel  Snell,  if  possible,  to  as- 
sist us  in  the  work.  Solicitors  were 
appointed  to  solicit  means  to  erect 
a  meetinghouse  in  the  City  of  Marion, 
which  is  in  the  bounds  of  our  church. 
Bro.  S.  H.  Crumrine;>ill  endeavoi 
to  organize  a  singing  class  here  nex 
Saturday  evening. — D.  B.  Garber,  Lan 
dess,  Grant  Co.,  Ind.,  June  8. 

Canton  Church,  Ohio.— The  breth 
ren  and  sisters  of  the  Canton  church 
Ohio,  held  their  Communion  meeting 
at  the  Mount  Pleasant  meetinghouse 
on  Saturday  evening,  May  30.j£We 
had  a  good  attendance.  Sunday,  May 
31,  at  10  A.  M.,  we  had  our  children's 
meeting.  Quite  a  number  of  tht 
Brethren  from  adjoining  congrega 
tions  spoke  words  of  encouragement 
to  the  children  of  the  Sunday  school, 
i  gave  life  to  the  Sunday  school 
e.  One  soul  was  received  into  the 
fold  of  Christ  by  baptism  previous  to 
Communion  meeting. —  George  S. 
Grim,  Louisville,  Ohio. 

Lafayette  Church,  Ohio.— The  mem- 
bers of  this  church  met  in  council  on 
Saturday,  June  6..  At  this  meeting 
Eld.  Samuel  Driver,  of  Sugar  Creek, 
nd  Eld.  Raphael  Spacht,  were  pres- 
nt.  An  unusual  amount  of  business 
ame  before  the  meeting,  all  of  which 
as  very  pleasantly  disposed  of  with 
ne  exception.  The  day  on  which  to 
hold  our  love  feast,  was  not  fully  de- 
ded.  At  this  meeting  Bro.  C.  L. 
Wilkins  was  ordained  to  the  full  min- 
istry as  elder.  Bro.  Driver,  our  elder 
n  charge 


11  tendered  his   resigna- 

was     legally    accepted. 

While  we  regret  to  lose  the  labors  of 

one  who  has  faithfully  watched  over 

body  for  a  number  of  years,  yet 

feel  satisfied  that  our  brother  lately 

ordained  is  amply  able  and  qualified 

for  the  work  to  which  he  is  called. — 

G.  A.  Snider,  Harrod,  Ohio,  June  8. 

Eglon,  W.  Va. — May  31  Bro.  Aaron 
ike  preached  at  the  Accident  school- 
house  at  10  A.  M.  At  3  P.  M.  Bro 
Jonas  Fike  preached  at  the  Brookside 
We  also  had  Sunday  school 
at  four  places,  and  singing  at  Maple 
Springs.  June  6  was  our  regular 
quarterly  council.  Bro.  D.  G.  Judy 
was  appointed  solicitor  for  the  Book 
and  Tract  Work  in  place  of  Emery 
Fike.  Bro.  Obed  Hamsted  was  ap. 
pointed  Secretary  for  the  church 
Brethren  Samuel  K.  Fike  and  Emery 
T.  Fike  were  advanced  to  the  second 
degree  of  the  ministry.  W 
made  arrangements  to  hold  our  love 
feast  Sept  ig  and  20,  beginning  at  2 
P.  M.  We  expect  to  hold  a  series  < 
meetings  some  time  this  fall.  Th 
congregation  also  has  in  contempl 
tion  the  building  of  another  churcl. 
house  this  coming  fall,  which  will  be 
the  fourth  one.  At  night  there  was 
singing  at  Glade  View  and  Maple 
Spring.  The  following  day  we  had 
Sunday  school,  preaching  and  sing- 
ing. There  were  brethren,  sisters  and 
friends  here  from  five  of  our  sister 
churches.  We  were  glad  to  welcome 
them  in  our  midst.  Come  again!— 
Rachel  Weimer. 


Nevada,  Mo.— Our  love  feast,  ap- 
pointed for  June  3,  was  an  enjoyable 
one.  Our  neighboring  churches  were 
well    represented.     Ministers    from   a 

distance  were  I.  C.  Mays, Smith 

and  A.  Crumpacker,  and  our  elder, 
William  Harvey,  who  also  officiated 
in  the  exercises  of  the  evening. 
About  sixty  members  engaged  in  the 
ordinances  of  the  evening.  The  large 
number  of  the  friends,  in  attendance, 
gave  us  the  best  of  attention  and 
order.  Our  meeting  closed  the  next 
day,  and  the  members  returned  to 
their  several  homes.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  still  in  progress,  under  the 
leadership  of  Bro.  I.  N.  Wagoner.— 
D.  D.  Wine,  June  8. 

Kilbnck  Church,  Ind.— June  6  oc- 
curred our  love  feast  in  the  Kilbuck 
church,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  occasions.  Brethren  and 
sisters  came  in  until  the  house  was 
well  filled.  The  ministerial  help  was 
ample  for  the  occasion.  We  were 
much  encouraged  by  the  good  coun- 
sel given  us.  Bro.  Joseph  Holder  re- 
mained with  us  over  Sunday  and 
preached  for  us  on  Sunday  evening. 
Since  our  last  report  Bro.  L.  T.  Hol- 
singer  stopped  with  us  and  preached 
two  sermons  in  the  new  church,  in 
which  he  ably  defended  the  cause  of 
Master.  Two  made  the  good  con- 
fession  and  were   buried   with    Christ 

Christian  baptism.  Since  that  time 
two  more  have  requested  to  be  bap- 
tized, which  will  be  attended  to  on 
Sunday,  June  14. — Henry  E.  Millspaugh, 
Gibnan,  Ind.,  June  8. 


FALLEN  *  ASLEEP  . . 
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MESSLER.— Id  the  Pipe  Creek  congrega- 
in,  near  Linwood,  Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  May  9, 
96,  sister  Sarah  A.  Messier,  aged  77  years, 
months  and  12  days.  She  was  a  faithful 
ember  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number 
of  years.  The  last  year  of  her  life  she  was 
uch  afflicted.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Sol- 
non  Stoner.  R.  A.  Pfoutz. 


HOBBS— In  Westminster,  Carroll  Co.,  Md., 

May  24,    1896,  sister  Hobbs,    wife    of 

Charles  Hobbs,  deceased,  aged  68  years  and 
1.     Funeral    services    by    brethren    S. 
and  C.   Bonsack,  at   the  Pipe  Creek 
church.  R.  A.  Pfoutz. 

BOLLINGER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Lords- 
burg  church,  Cal.,  April  23,  1896,  Bro.  David 
Bollinger,  aged  59  years,  10  months  and  23 
days.  Our  dear  brother  was  suddenly  called 
away  by  a  stroke  of  apoplexy.  He  was  a  con- 
sistent member  of  the  church  for  many  years. 
He  leaves  a  sorrowing  wife  and  five  children. 
B.  F.  Masterson. 
WILLIAMS.— In  the  Nettle  Creek  church, 
Ind.,  April  24,  1896,  of  dropsy,  sister  Susan, 
wife  of  Bro.  Aaron  Williams,  aged  66  years, 
8  months  and  9  days.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  ten  children,  four  of  them  having  pre- 
ceded her  to  the  spirit  land.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Hooverite  church  for  many  years. 
Shortly  before  her  death  she  desired  to  change 
her  church  relationship  and  join  the  Brethi 
church.  She  was  received  with  the  hand 
of  fellowship,  but  passed  away  before  she  be- 
came able  to  comply  with  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  church.  She  leaves  an  aged 
companion,  three  sons  and  three  daughters 
Funeral  services  from  Job  14:  14  by  the  writ 
er,  assisted  by  elders  Lewis  Kinsey  and  Mc- 
Corkle  of  the  Church  of  God. 

Abraham  Bowman. 
CRUMBACKER.  — Near    Union    Bridge 
Carroll   Co.,    Md.,   May  30,  1896,  sister  Lydij 
Crumbacker,  aged  94  years,  8  months  and  25 
days.    Another  old  soldier  of  the  cross  h 
gone  to  receive  a  crown!    She  has   been 
member    of    the    Brethren   church  for  ma 
years.     Funeral  services  by, Bro.  S.  Stoner 
J  the  Pipe  Creek  church.  R.  A.  Pfoutz 


BOWERS.— Near    New    Windsor,    Carroll 
Co.,  Md.,  June   r,  1896,  friend  David  Bowers 
d  61  years  and  7  days.     He  leaves  a  wife  and 
a  sons.    He  was  in  apparent  good  health 
1  within  a  half  hour  of  his  death,  which 
caused  by  apoplexy.     Funeral    services 
by   brethren   S.   Stoner  and   G.  Ecker  at  the 
Pipe  Creek  church.     Text,  Malt.  24:  43,  44, 
R.  A.  Pfoutz, 
DERRINGER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Bear 
Creek  church,  Ohio,  June  i,  1896,  Anna  May 
Derringer,  aged   10  years,  9  months  and  17 
days.     Funeral   services   by    brethren    J.    W, 
Beeghly  and  Wm.  Klepinger  from  2  Kings  4. 
Josiah  Eby. 
WITMER.— In  the  Ashland  church,  Ash- 
land  Co.,   Ohio,   May   26,    1896,    Bro.  Samuel 
sr,  aged  41  years,  3  months  and  23  days. 
Vitmer  was  born  Feb.  3,  1855,  and  was 
;of4Eld.  David    Witmer,    deceased,   a 
former^  elder  [of    the    Ashland    church.    His 
mother,  sister  Catharine  Witmer,  is  still  liV- 
ng  and  mourning  the  loss  of  a  son  who  had 
walked  in  the  counsel  of  a  Christian  father 
id  mother  upwards  of   eighteen  years.    He 
aves  a  wife  and  nine  children.    Shortly  be 
re  his  death,  by  his  request,  he  was  anoint- 
l.    Funeral  services  by  the  Brethren. 

W.  F.  England. 
EARLY.— Near  Lima,  Ohio,  May  14, 1896, 
ster  Emiline  Early  {nee  King),  wife  of  Bro! 
Samuel  B.  Early,  aged  44  years,  7  months  and 
2  days.  Sister  Early  was  born  in  Logan 
County,  Ohio,  Oct.  12,  1851,  and  moved  to 
nty,  Ohio,  when  twelve  years  old. 
Nov.  9,  1871,  she  was  married  to  Samuel  B. 
Early,  who  is  now  left  to  mourn  his  loss.  To 
ere  born  fourteen  children,  nine 
of  whom,  together  with  the  husband,  are  left 
the  loss  of  a  kind  and  affectionate 
mother,  which,  we  trust,  is  her  eternal  gain. 
Early  leaves  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
which  was  shown  by  the  large  concourse  of 
people  that  assembled  on  the  funeral  occa- 
Funeral  services  at  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  conducted  by  Eld.  Samuel  Driver. 
David  Bykrly. 
FOLK.— In  the  Maple  Glen  church,  Som- 
erset Co.,  Pa.,  May  25,  1896,  of  lung  and  heart 
trouble,  resulting  from  measles,  Bro.  Jonas> 
Folk,  aged  21  years,  11  months  and  22  da:S. 
Deceased  was  confined  to  the  bed  of  suffering 
most  of  the  time  for  fifteen  weeks,  but  bore  iUy 
11  with  Christian  patience  and  fortitude.  He 
-•as  anointed  several  weeks  before  his  death, 
fter  which  he  expressed  a  willingness  to  die. 
ie  was  preceded  to  the  spirit  world  by  his 
mother,  sister  Margaret  Folk,  nearly  six  years 
the  age  of  forty-three  years.  Services 
from  Ex.  33:  20  by  the  writer  and  Bro.  L.  A. 
Peck.  J,  N.  Davis. 

BLACK— In  the  Pipe  Creek  congregation, 
near  Union  Bridge,  Md.,  June  4,  1896,  sister 
Margaret  E.  Black,  aged  64  years  and  19  days. 
She  has  been  a  very  great  sufferer  from  can- 
cer for  a  number  of  years.  She  united  with 
the  Brethren  church  in  her  seventeenth  year. 
The  above  is  the  sixth  funeral  in  the  Pipe 
Creek  church  in  less  than  a  month.  Funeral 
;  by  brethren  S.  Stoner  and  G.  Ecker. 
Text,  2  Cor.  5:  1-10.        Rachel  A.  Pfoutz. 

ENGLAR.— In  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  near 
New  Windsor,  Carroll  Co.,  Md.,  May  28,  1896, 
sister  Susanna  Englar,  wife  of  Bro.  Uriah 
Englar,  aged  58  years,  6  months  and  19  days. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  church  of  the  Breth- 
ren for  the  last  thirty  years  and  was  a  true 
Christian.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Pipe 
Creek  Sunday  school  from  the  date  of  its  or- 
ganization,  twelve  years  ago.  She  was  teach- 
er of  the  first  female  Bible  class  and  one  of 
the  last  acts  of  her  life,  before  her  last  illness, 
was  the  preparing  of  her  Bible  lesson  for 
Sunday  school.  She  was  the  mother  of  six 
children,  five  of  whom,  with  her  husband,  sur- 
vive her.  Eld.  Philip  Englar,  ofUniontown, 
Md.,  is  one  of  them.  Elders  Thomas  Kolb 
and  William  Franklin  conducted  the  funeral 
services  from  Ps.  39:  4.  Interment  at  the  Pipe 
Creek  church.  Dr.  Lee  Rover. 

KESSLER.— Near  Greenville,  111.,  J«Be  ^ 
1806,  by  accidental  drowning,  William  Frank- 
lin Kessler,  son  of  Bro.  Cornelius  and  sister 
Arnstina  Kessler,  aged  25  years  and  8  months. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Greenville  W 
ves  a  father,  mother,  four 
rs,  one  sister  and  a  host  of  friends. 
il  services  by  the  writer  from  Job  »4- 
a  very  large  congregation  of  jeep'1* 
friends, 
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June  20,  1896. 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 

)  P.  M.,  Middle  Creek,  Pa. 


1,  ConuHlLi  Valley  church,  Oregon. 


M.,  Wyandot  church,  Wy- 
.  M.,  Hiokory  Grove,  Carroll 
I.,  Weeping  Water  church,  Nebr. 


0.  Union  Center  d 


,,  Maple  Grove  church,  Wood 


une20,at5  P.    M„    Doiuiell'a  Creek  church,  Car- 
Line  SO,  at  8  P.  M.,  Maple  Valley  church,  Aurelia 


June  21,  at  4  P.  M.,  Shade  Creek  church,  Pa. 
June  23,  Camp  Creek  church,  Ind. 

June  25,  Solomon'*  1  .'iv-ls  <j hi  rotation,  two  miles 

Dortlifiivr  ,.i  .'.1 1 1  fit  i'i)  .1  'iiMiion.  Ind. 


;  Water  Lake  1 
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CI  ear  ('reek  church,  near  Hunt- 

Ogati's  Creek  church,  Ind. 

t  2  P.  M.,  Senoi.-.-.i-  coii^r.^Ml  Ion, 

.,  Camden  church,  Ind. 

.,  Nettle  Creek  church,  Hagers- 

South  Morrill,  Brown  Co.,Kans. 

Mohican  church,  Ohio. 


,   WOM.iluii.l  .' 


1  Go. 


iHillohl 

a  Creek  b 


ADVERTISEMENTS « 


Three  months  {13  limes). 


^-No  Cuts  or  other  elci 


Seed-Time. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

'«  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Thompson's  Restaurant  underneath, 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

^tiippisg  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

'es^HB^S?8'  Ponltry,  Game  and  Frnlta,  Speolal- 
na  Booti,  '  Grftin.  Pari,  Hldei,  Dried  Fralt. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

I     It  is  non  sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 


es Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  ol 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  fnllowing  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  othet 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub' 
ject  or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  intc 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  ei 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons, (l)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  rr 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "  give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.      The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 
Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -        -        -        54  00 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
tplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools, 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 

eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Bretb- 

:n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  otdy 

recognized    cnurch    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum %    S° 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


Brethren's  Qunnerty.— Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessou 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim. to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 
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On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  to 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:      Bksthke 


Start  a  Class 


Easy 


to  Teach. 
Easy  to  Learn. 

Easy  to  Pay  for. 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


„..  Complete  and  Durable  for  either 
.,  „,  Ice.    Low  In  Price.    Circular  Free. 

ZERO  CREAMERY  C0..PER0.IHD. 


Juvenile  Quarterly — Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year 10  cents 

10  copies  and  over sJCccoUeacb 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleas. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 
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utlful  Cards,  50  De- 
lrda,  size  2x3^, .  .  .! 


Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or 
When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  th< 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday   School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per doien.  .  .(    W 
Minute  Books,  each " 


Other  Helpi.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5,^x7  inches. 


CHAPTER  1. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sus  Christ,  6  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra>h&m. 

2  dA'br&-ham  begat  I'gaac;  and 
eI'aaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -^  Ja'egb 
begat  JQ'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  ^JQ'das  begat  Phll'rgs  and 
Za'ra   of  Tha'mar ;     and  ,lPha'rea 


fail  to  call  for  No.  1836  whei 

Address,  BRBTHKEX'S  FUBLISHIXG  COMPANY,  . 

Mt,  Morris,  III 
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Higheit  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS**  FARM  FOR  SALE! 


DISTRICT  MEETINOS. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


!0,  knn..,  iu  O.  W.  I 


dlKrls  church,  Greenwood 


Ool.  17,nt  i  P.  M-,  Bl( 


-.  mul  onn-hnlf  mile*  south 
church.  Hampshire  Co.,  W 


TELEGRAM. 


The  following  dispatch  appeared  in 
the  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Pioneer  Press  of 
June  II,  and  the  facts  brought  out  will 
interest  all  homeseekers: 

North  Dakota  Land  Entries. 

Devil's  Lake,  N.  Dak.,  June  io  —Register 
Noble,  of  the  United  States  Land  Office,  says 
more  entries  of  government  land  have  been 
made  with  him  in  the  past  twelve  months  than 
during  any  equal  period  in  the  history  of  4he 
office.    The  splendid  crop  of   180,5  shows  the 

Eossibilities  of  the  country.  Free  land,  capa- 
le  of  yielding  from  thirty  to  fifty  bushels  of 
wheal,  eighteen  to  twenty-five  of  flax  and  other 
cereals  in  proportion  to  the  acre,  ought  not  to 
remain  vacant.  There  is  no  railroad  land 
grant  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  alter- 
nating with  the  government  domain,  so  large 
parlies  of  homeseekers  can  find  locations  near 
together.  The  Dunkers,  or  German  Baptist 
Brethren,  now  have  sixteen  settlements  at  va- 
rious points  along  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 

Persons  wishing  to  take  advantage 
of  the  liberality  ot  Uncle  Sam  in  giving 
away  farms,  which  he  cannot  do  much 
longer,  as  the  desirable  land  is  being 
rapidly  occupied,  will  do  well  to  write 
to  the  undersigned  for  printed  matte 
and  any  personal  information  about 
the  country  and  how  to  get  there. 

The  investigations  of  the  United 
States  Weather  Signal  Service  de 
clare  North  Dakota  to  be  outside  the 
cyclone  belt. 

MAX  BASS, 
220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL 


A  good  liirm  or  17H  ncrOfl,  l»   Mahoning  County 
Olilo,  one-half  mile  from  the  Brethren  meeting' 


Life  Insurance. 


In  its  various  bearings  was  discussed 
at  the  late  Annual  Meeting.  You  should 
read  it  in  the  "Full  Report."  Sent  post- 
paid for  only  25  cents  from  the  Messen- 
ger office. 


Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad! 


Young  People's   Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor. 


Convention    at    Washington,    D.   0., 
July  7   to   13,  1896. 


1  WnBhington,  1). 


The  Land   Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 
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New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 
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THROUGH  PULLMAN  S 
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via  Ihe  Baltimore  &  Onto  Kallroi 
I  through  the  pk-lurcsque  niountn 
ansylvanlo  and  West  Virginia,  trn 


.utile  tields,  Lun 


Tickets  and  t 


of  which  Is  covered  with  11  sph-iidld  growth 
ite  and  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  and 

tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  tin- mower 
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|>  Brethren's              i 

!  Plain  Clothing  I J 

t  i 

r  There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  1 

r  the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear   i 

I  Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.                      ^ 

r*  Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make   i 

y  our    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tape   J 

l  measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be    j 

r  sent  on  application.     Our  rules  for  self-    * 

r  measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  1 

r  understand  them.                                             ^ 

f  We  guarantee  the  fit,  the   make  and    i 

f*  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-   i 

|»  er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices   A 

L  are  reasonable.     Address, 

r»  PhillipBon  Clothing  Co,,         i 

►  47rf  WARSAW,  IND.  i 
I  We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  in  \ 
f  the  future  wilt  do  all  business  from  above  address.    % 

►  i 


Various  Opinions... 


Are  presented  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  tobacco  and  other  lead- 
ing questions.  You  can  learn  something 
on  this  by  reading  the  "  Full  Report," 
sent  from  the  Messenger  office  for  only 


Brethren  Farmers 


You  Want  a  Change.    Why? 


Then  Why  not  Go  to  the  Dos  Palos 
Colony  in  California? 


At  Your  Leisure. 


You  can  read  the  "  Full  Report  "  of  tb 
Annual  Meeting,  and  get  the  benefit  of 
all  that  was  said  without  the  expense 
inconvenience  of  a  trip  to  the  meel 
Only    25    cents    per    copy.    Address    the 
Messenger  office. 


I 


,,,.,,,, 


DUBBEL'S 

RED    THYME 

PAIN  CURB 


la  a  safe  and  reliable  tin  ilktne  to  relieve  oni 
ciii'icii.dini  Morbus.  Ida  rrlnra.  Dysentery,  Cram; 
Colic,    fains  In    Stomneh   and    Bowels,  etc.    As  i 


Addreai:  GEN'L  MISS. 


S^"Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


II  there  Is  no  agont  In  your  local 
vale  l-mnlly  Ufler. 
.  K.  DUliBELiCO.,  Proprietors, 


Illinois  Farms  for  Sale! 


GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
1  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Many  Members. 


Could  not  attend  the  late  Annual  Meet' 
ing.  All  such  can  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  discussions  on  the  various  subjects  by 
reading  the  "  Full  Report,"  which  is  sent 
from  the  Messenger  office  for  only  25 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethn 
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church  doctrin 
desired  infoi 
just  wh 


admonished  by  the  apostle  to  g 
every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  11 

nterrogated    upon    points  of 


If  You  Change  at  all,  Change  Climate. 
Special  arrangements  will  be  made  next  fall  1 


f  the 


iw  in  preparation.  If  you  think  of  Joli 
the  Brethren's  companies  write  to  B. 
!  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111.    He  will 


Only  30  Cents  o1^!?^^ 

'■nek  silk  watch  chains  with  hard  rubber  trim- 
ngs— all  blaok.    Address:  H.  E.  Newcomer,  Mt 


RHEUMATISM. 


AKTERA    HAK::V. 


FRE 

I  will  be    pi 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENg 

n  Tal>l"i(l8 


and   would    be  glad 


the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.     Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25; 


;ed  to  mall  1 
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to  every  reader  of  the   lessens"..  ~eei 
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"^EDITORIAL  *  MISCEULANV^- 

It  is  reported  that  1,000  persons  were  killed  by 
an  earthquake,  recently,  on  the  island  of  Yezo,  in 
the  northern  part  of  Japan.  The  island  is  about 
three  hundred  miles  long  and  three  hundred  and 
fifty  wide,  and  every  part  of  it  is  said  to  have 
suffered  more  or  less  during  the  earthquake  which 
lasted  twenty-four  hours.  During  the  time  the 
utmost  terror  prevailed  among  the  people.  The 
ground  rumblings  are  described  as  resembling  the 
roaring  of  distant  artillery.  Shock  followed  shock, 
in  almost  uninterrupted  succession,  about  every 
eight  minutes.  It  is  estimated  that  there  were  no 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  shocks  of  more  or 
less  force.  The  town  of  Kumaishi,  situated 
towards  the  Japan  Sea,  on  a  narrow  neck  of  land, 
is  supposed  to  have  been  wiped  entirely  out  of  ex- 
istence by  an  immense  tidal  wave.  Full  particu- 
lars have  not  yet  been  received,  but  it  is  feared 
that  the  disasters  are  far  greater  than  yet  reported. 
The  island  of  Yezo  has,  in  the  past,  had  several 
similar  visitations,  and  at  this  time  contains  a 
number  of  active  and  extinct  volcanoes.  In  fact, 
all  of  Japan  is  so  frequently  disturbed  by  earth- 
quakes that  many  of  the  houses  are  constructed  so 
as  to  render  them  safe  in  case  of  severe  disturbances. 

Diseases  in  this  world  are  attributed  to  various 
causes,  some  maintaining  that  all  sickness  comes 
from  the  devil.  One  thing  certain,  diseases  are 
among  us,  and  they  are  here  to  stay  until  the 
coming  of  the  Great  Physician,  who  is  to  heal  all 
our  diseases,  renovate  the  world,  and  give  us  a 
dwelling  place  where  sickness  shall  be  unknown. 
Until  that  time  the  world  will  welcome  such  rem- 
edies as  will  overcome  the  ailments  to  which  the 
flesh  is  heir.  Just  now  the  medical  profession  is 
greatly  interested  in  the  anti-toxine,  as  a  remedy 
f°r  diphtheria.  It  has  been  on  trial  long  enough 
to  demonstrate  that  it  is  a  remedy  of  great  value. 
11  's  claimed  that  in  some  places  the  use  of  it  has 
reduced  the   death  rate  of  diphtheria  from  sixty 


per  cent  to  less  than  five.  In  St.  Louis,  out  of 
three  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  treated,  thirty- 
one  died,  and  most  of  these  deaths  resulted  where 
the  patients  had  suffered  some  days  before  the 
remedy  was  applied.  In  cases  where  the  anti- 
toxine  was  administered  the  first  day  of  the  dis- 
ease, all  recovered.  Where  the  remedy  was  ad- 
ministered on  the  second  day,  in  thirty-one  cases 
there  was  but  one  death.  Where  it  was  delayed 
to  the  third  day,  out  of  ninety-six  cases,  there 
were  nine  deaths.  This  shows  the  importance  of 
administering  the  remedy  as  soon  after  the  disease 
is  discovered  as  possible. 


It  is  said  that  every  year  the  Dead  Letter  office 
receives  from  six  to  eight  million  letters  which 
could  not  be  delivered  because  of  carelessness, 
etc.,  in  addressing  the  envelope.  Some  twenty 
or  thirty  thousand  of  these  letters  are  mailed  each 
year  without  any  address  at  all  upon  the  outside, 
and  thousands  more  with  an  error  in  the  name  of 
the  State  or  post  office.  These  misdirected  letters 
contain  Si, 000,000,  or  thereabouts,  every  year. 
Many  of  these  letters  are  from  subscribers  to  news- 
paper publishers,  and  the  senders  wonder  why 
they  were  not  acknowledged.  If  the  sender  will 
always  mark  his  envelope  (in  the  upper  left-hand 
corner)  with  his  own  name  and  address  thus: 
"  From  John  Smith,  Louisville,  Ky.,"  his  letter,  if 
undelivered,  will  come  back  to  him.  Adopt  this 
rule  and  you  will  have  little  trouble  with  letters 
that  may  be  misdirected,  or  not  called  for. 


If  the  beloved  physician  Luke  were  describing 
modern  instead  of  primitive  Christianity,  he  would 
have  to  vary  the  language  of  Acts  4:  32-37  to  suit 
present  conditions,  somewhat  as  follows:  "And 
the  multitude  of  them  that  professed  were  of  hard 
heart  and  stony  soul:  and  every  one  said  that  all 
the  things  which  he  possessed  were  his  own;  and 
they  had  all  things  in  the  fashion.  And  with  great 
power  they  gave  witness  to  the  attractions  of  this 
world  and  the  love  of  gold:  and  great  selfishness 
was  upon  them  all.  And  there  were  many  among 
them  that  lacked  love:  for,  as  many  as  were  ] 
sessors  of  land  bought  more,  and  sometimes  gave 
a  small  part  thereof  for  the  public  good,  so  their 
names  were  .heralded  in  the  newspapers,  and  dis 
tribution  of  praise  was  made  to  every  one  accord 
ing  as  he  desired.  And  Joses,  who  was  surnamed 
Barnabas,  having  land,  sold  it,  and  took  thi 
money,  and  bought  for  himself  larger  possession: 
and  laid  down  twenty-five  cents  at  the  apostles'  feet." 


The  Christian  Herald  has  this  excellent  thing  to 
say  concerning  the  literary  condition  of  the  peo 
pie  in  Bible  times:  "The  student  of  the  Old  Tes 
tament,  wiites  Prof.  Price,  of  the  Theological  De 
partment  of  the  Chicago  University,  finds  ir 
arcrwx-ology  many  contributions  of  surpassing  in- 
terest. We  are  now  certain  that  writing  was 
invented  in  the  time  of  David  and  Solomon;  that 
it  had  been  in  use  many  years  before  Joshua  i 
scribed  the  commandments  in  clay  upon  the  alt; 
at  Shechem;  that  Moses  was  reared  in  a  literary 
court,  surrounded  by  an  educated  priesthood  who 
were  in  possession  of  remarkable  literary  products 
of  an  older  time;  and  that,  in  the  fifteenth  and 
sixteenth  centuries  B.  C,  Asia  and  Africa  carried 
on  extensive  literary  correspondence  by  means  of 
the  cuneiform  writing  of  Babylonia.  We  know  al- 
so that  Egypt  has  left  us  writings  from  at  least 
the  fourth  dynasty, — a  date  more  than  4000  years 
B.  C.  The  illiterate  argument  has  gone  to  pieces 
in  the  face  of  such  facts.     Literature  has  flourished 


the  earth  for  more  than  six  thousand  years. 
Writing  was  not  unknown  among  civilized  peoples 
after  3000  B.  C.  Only  a  blindfold  critic  could  now 
rt  that  Israel  was  not  able  to  produce  such  lit- 
erature as  the  Old  Testament  contains  until  very 
late  in  history  or  that  David  wrote  no  psalms,  be- 
cause that  age  could  not  have  produced  such 
masterpieces  as  are  attributed  to  him.  The  in- 
dications are  that  we  must  very  soon  reverse  the 
scale,  and  see  how  far  back  we  can  locate  the  com- 
position of  the  Old  Testament  books,  rather  than 
how  far  down  in  the  Maccabcan  period." 

A  Mr.  Sticknev,  of  Baltimore,  by  will,  left 
$300,000  to  the  Congregational  building  fund,  but 
by  the  time  the  lawyers  and  courts  got  through 
with  the  will,  it  was  pronounced  invalid,  and  the 
money,  intended  for  a  good  purpose,  diverted  to 
another   use.     No   one   doubts   that   Mr.   Stickney  c 

intended  that  his   money  should  go  as  designated      ^  £ 
in  his  will,  but  when  a  man  is  in  the  grave,  very      «| 
little  regard  is  often  paid  to  his  wishes.     This  is      2g 
another  instance  of  the  folly  of  rich  men  leaving      %>«* 
the  lawyers  and  courts  to  tinker  with  their  money.      GO -3 
The   trustees   of   the   Old    Peoples'    and    Orphans' 
Home,  here  at  the  Mount,  had  an  experience  along 
this   line  that  should  teach  a  lesson.     Mr.  Petrie, 
of    Polo,  111,,  in  his  will,    left    about    $40,000    to 
the   Home.      The    will    got   into   court,   and    was 
finally    settled,    leaving     the    Home    only    about 
Si6,000.     It  would  be  far  better   if  men  of  wealth 
would,  while  living,   place  the  bulk  of  their  means 
where  they  desire  it   used.     Some  of  our  wealthy 
members  are  thus  disposing  of  their  means.     One 
brother  has  turned  ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
Messenger  stock  over  to  the  General  Missionary 
and  Tract  Committee,  with  the  understanding  that 
he  and  his  wife   may  have  the  use  of  the  income 
during  their  lives.     After  their   death    the   profits 
will  go  to  the   Brotherhood,  of  course.     This  is  a 
wise  way  of  doing  and  avoids  all  legal  complication. 


People  who  spend  their  whole  time  in  the  rural 
districts  or  small  towns  can  form  no  idea  of  the 
great  work  and  skill  required  to  supply  a  large 
city  with  water.  Most  large  cities  must  spend 
millions  upon  millions  of  dollars  to  construct  their 
water  works,  and  often  the  water  has  to  be  brought 
a  great  distance,  for  it  is  needful  that  it  be  pure 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  people. 
In.  the  time  of  Solomon  Jerusalem  had  a  water 
system,  some  of  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  in  ex- 
istence. The  water  was  brought  from  near  Beth- 
lehem, and  the  three  immense  pools  in  which  it 
was  gathered  may  still  be  seen.  One  of  them  is 
said  to  be  large  enough,  when  filled  with  water, 
to  float  the  largest  ocean  vessel  in  the  world.  This 
leads  us  to  say  that  the  City  of  Boston  has  just 
completed  her  plans  for  a  new  reservoir.'which  is 
to  supply  her  people  with  pure  drinking  water,  at 
a  cost  of  819,000,000.  The  work  will  be  one  of 
the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  world.  A  lake 
eight  miles  long  and  two  miles  wide  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine  feet  deep  is  to  be  formed  by 
constructing  an  immense  dam.  The  valley  is  now 
occupied  by  three  villages  and  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dwelling  houses,  including  mills  and  parts 
of  one  of  the  railroad  lines.  All  of  these  have  to 
be  removed  in  order  that  the  people  of  a  great 
city  may  have  plenty  of  good  water.  This  is  wise, 
and  the  city  is  to  be  commended  for  its  enterprise, 
but  how  much  better  it  would  be,  were  equal  wisdom 
exerted  in  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  that  wealthy 
city  with  the  "  water  of  life,  clear  as  crystal,  pro- 
ceeding out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb." 
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"WHITHER  OOEST  THOU?" 

"Whither  goest  thou,  0  Savior, 
Without  royal  diadem, 
With  thy  regal  hand  unsceptered?  " 
"  Bethlehem." 
"  Whither  goest  thou,  O  Savior, 

Lord  of  Life  and  Lord  of  Death, 
Light  of  men,  in  darkness  shining  ?  " 
"  Nazareth." 
"Whither  goest  thou,  O  Savior, 
Second  of  the  Trinity, 
Blessing  joy  and  soothing  sorrow?" 
"Galilee." 
"  Whither  goest  thou,  O  Savior? 
We  would  rise  and  follow  thee, 
Glory  of  thy  people  Israel." 
"  Calvary." 
"  Whither  goest  thou,  0  Savior, 
From  the  grave  returned  to  he 
Resurrection,  life,  and  glory?  " 
"  Bethany." 


i  ill.. 


,  I)  S.iv 


"  Whithei 

Lord  of  purity?  " 
"  Whither  1  have  gone,  thou  knnwest. 


'  Who  hath  overcome  and  conquered; 
Those  who  follow  me 
Yet  shall  hear  my  voice,—'  Ye  blessed, 


-From  "Dies  Pain's,"  by  E.  Hamilton 


THE  ETERNAL  HOME. 


"Mangoeth  to  his  long  hoi 
This  world  is  not  in 
God's  creatures.  It  is 
abode.  We  are  born  it 
born  durfng  an  ocean  vo] 
parents  expect  to  renu 
ocean  of  time.  We  are 
he  is  longing  for  home 
ence  is  like  the  first  fe 
ng, — soon  gone. 


NETT  TROUT, 
ne."— Eccl.  12:  5. 

tended  to  be  the  home  of 
only  a  place  of  temporary 
nlo  this  world  as  children 
yar/e,— neither  we  nor  our 
ain  on  the  billows  of  the 
as  the  weary  traveler  when 
:.  The  period  of  our  exist- 
i  fleeting  moments  of  the 
d  the  daylight  of  reality 


nly  to  be  tound  in  the  eternal  home.     Well  has 


it  bee 


said: 


to  ruin,  and  the  shore-line  of  the  ages  is  being 
strewn  with  the  wreckage  of  the  opportunities  of 
the  lost.  As  these  silver-capped  breakers  con- 
tinue their  work  of  strewing  the  coast  of  the  cen- 
turies with  the  debris  of  lost  and  ruined  souls,  we 
turn  from  the  sad  and  awful  scene  and  ask,  "  Is 
there  no  remedy,  is  there  no  hope,  must  this  be 
the  sad  fate  of  the  voyager?"  We  cast  our  eyes 
out,  far  over  the  bosom  of  time  and  let  them  rest 
on  the  far  eternal  shore.  There  we  see  the  hope 
of  Israel,  the  exultant  joy  of  every  heart,— Jesus. 
With  accent  clear,  loving  and  tender,  he  says, 
"  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man 
cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  me."  John  14:  6- 
With  this  blessed  highway  of  holiness  before  us, 
with  this  eternal  truth  to  guide  us,  and  with  this 
precious  life  to  save  and  redeem  us,  we  need  not 
lose  our  path  arid  be  lost. 

"  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end 
of  the  world."  Matt.  28:  20  is  a  comforting  prom- 
ise to  the  Christian  on  his  journey  heavenward. 
In  this  work  of  rescue  he  is  assisted  by  all  the  angels, 
by  all  the  faithful  ministers,  by  pious  parents,  and  by 
all  the  children  of  God.  As  the  monks  of  St.  Ber- 
escue  those  lost  in 
God  delegates  all 
his  messengers  to  seek  and  save  the  lost. 

We  should  prepare  to  enter  the  eternal  home 
by  regulating  our  lives  and  building  our  characters 
in  harmony  with  the  divine  laws.  "  Not  every  one 
that  saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the  will 
of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."     Matt.  7:  21. 

Dear  reader,  stop  a  moment  to  take  your  bear- 
ings. Find  out  where  you  are.  Are  you  moving 
in  the  right  direction?  You  cannot  be  too  care- 
ful, for  once  lost  is  lost  forever. 

Our  anticipations  of  the  eternal  home  are  most 
sweet.  There  abide  all  the  redeemed  of  God, — 
the  patriarchs,  the  prophets,  the  apostles  and  all 
who  have  washed  their  robes  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  There  is  a  vast  assembly  of  those  who 
died  in  their  infancy,  and  were  brought  up  in  Par- 
adise instead  of  in  this  sinful  world.  For  centuries 
this  great  host  of  the  saved  have  been  "  gathering 
homeward  from  every  land,  gathering  one  by  one." 


"  Our  life  is  like  a  summer  day 

It  seems  so  quickly  past. 
Youth  is  the  morning  bright  and  gay; 
And  if  'tis  spent  in  wisdom's  way. 
We  meet  old  age  without  dismay; 

And  death  is  sweet  at  last." 

Concerning  our  transient  stay  here  we  are  taught 
that  "  here  have  we  no  continuing  city,  but  we 
seek  one  to  come."     Heb.  13:  14. 

As  the  traveler,  who  is  on  a  journey  around  the 
world,  does  not  expect  to  return  by  the  same 
route,  but  is  homeward  bound  from  the  starting 
time,  so  we  are  on  our  journey  home  from  the  day 
of  our  birth.  We  come  into  this  world  once;  we 
pass  through  once;  and  go  out  once.  When  we 
leave,  we  go  to  stay.  Will  we  reach  the  eternal 
home,  or  will  we  miss  it  and  lose  all? 

If  it  were  not  for  sin  no  one  would  lose  his  way 
and  miss  home.  Sometimes  the  voyager  on  the 
ocean  loses  his  desired  haven  because  the  storms 
overtake  him  and  he  is  driven  out  of  his  course. 
So  it  is  with  the  unconverted;  he  is  overtaken  by 
the  terrible  storms  of  sin  and  its  influences,  and  as 
a  result  he  is  driven  or  led  from  the  "  pathway  of 
the  just,"  and  forever  lost.  The  poor  sinner  idles 
away  his  day  of  grace,  wastes  his  opportunities, 
and  at  last  the  evening  time  of  death  steals  upon 
him,  and  his  bark  must  be  shipwrecked  in  outer 
darkness.  We  feel  sad  when  we  think  of  these 
poor,  idle  sinners,  who  shall  at  last  be  shut  out  of 
the  eternal  home,  and  we  hear  them  knocking  and 
calling  for  admittance  and  crying,  "The  harvest  is 
passed,  the  summer  is  ended,  and  we  are  not 
saved."     Jer.  8:  20. 

The  angry  billows  of  sin  and  temptation,  as  they 
roll  with  foaming  crests,  over  the  ocean  of  years 
and  centuries,  are  sweeping  many  poor  souls  down 


joyous,  happy  family,  joined  in  per- 
lion,  having  white  robes,  harps,  crowns 
of  victory.  They  are  making  heaven 
th  their  songs  of  praises  and  their  re- 
very  sense.     God,  the  Fa- 
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They  are 
petual  re 
and  pain 
resound 
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ther,    Christ,    the    Elder    Brother   and    Redeemer, 
angels    innumerable,    Christian    fathers,    mothers, 
children,  all  together  in  one 
one  eternal  home, 
his     long     home."      "  Enoch 
id  he  was  not;"  for  God  took 
:rved  his  blessed  God,  and  the 
horses  and  chariots  of  fire  re- 
Lazarus,    poor    and 
faithful   to   his    God,   was   re- 
lgs.     David's   consola- 
Though  I  walk   through  the  valley  of 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil:  for  thou 
:h  me;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort 
Of  all  God's  children  Jesus   says,   "I   will 
again,  and   receive   you   unto   myself;    that 
/here  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also." 

Happy   event  for  all  the   faithful,   when    Jesus 
hall  receive  them  into  the  eternal  home! 
Lanark,  III. 
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ther  of  mercies,"  and  a  misrepresentation  of  th 
grace  of  Christ.  It  gives  little  credit  to  the  lib' 
erality   of  Jehovah.     "  He  that  spared  not  His  ou 

Son,  hut  DELIVERED  HIM  UP  FOR    US    ALL,    HOW   SHAM 

He  not  WITH  HIM  also  freely  give  us  All 
things."     Rom.  8:  32. 

When  God  gave  us  His  co-eternal,  co-equal  Son 
He  did  not  withhold  the  faintest  atom  of  His  i„' 
finite  personality.  "In  Christ  dwelleth  all  the 
fulness  OF  THE  GODHEAD  BODILY."  Col 
2:9.  And  it  is  deposited  in  the  humanity  which 
Jesus  assumed  to  meet  all  human  want  in  all  ages 
in  all  circumstances,  in  all  latitudes  and  longitudes' 
God  is  able  and  ready  to  "  supply  all  our  needs 
according  to  His  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus" 
Philpp.  4:  19- 

Christians  have  neither  cause  nor  right  to  be 
despondent  or  gloomy.  To  possess  Christ  in  very 
deed,  is  to  have  His  righteousness,  His  peace,  His 
joy,  His  power.  Nothing  has  the  church  more 
frequently  forgotten,  in  the  passing  centuries,  than 
that  it  is  Christ,  the  indwelling  Christ,  that  consli- 
tutes  the  reality  and  glory  and  efficiency  of  Chris- 
tianity, instead  of  a  Christ  to  contemplate  and  im- 
itate. He  is,  indeed,  an  objective  mediator  and 
king;  but  He  is  not  our  personal  Savior  until  He 
is  the  life  and  consciousness  of  our  inmost  being 
by  the  Holy  Ghost.  "  I  am  come  that  they 
might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have  it  more 
abundantly."  John  10:  10/  "Because  I  live,  ye 
shall  live  also."  John  14:  19.  "As  the  living 
Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  live  by  the  Father; 
so  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me." 
John  6:  57.  "/  in  them,  and  thou  in  me."  John 
17:  23.  "  I  live:  yet  not  I,  BUT  CHRIST  LIV- 
ETH  IN  ME."     Gal.  2:  20. 

Is  this  all  empty  verbiage,  or  is  it  a  blessed 
reality?  With  all  these  exhaustless  provisions, 
and  marvelous  privileges  and  possibilities,  where 
do  we  stand,  and  what  is  our  actual  experience? 
Such  an  exalted,  Christ-breathing  letter  as  you 
wrote  me  was  a  rarity  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 
It  would  have  been  regarded  as  culpable  egotism. 
That  God  is  rich,  who  can  doubt?  With  one 
billion  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen  millions  of 
worlds,  illuminated  by  one  hundred  and  ..eveutfceri 
millions  of  suns,  with  His  metropolis  of  glory  Sir, 
finitely  surpassing  all  other  splendors  of  the  uni- 
verse, no  wonder  that  the  apostle  refers  to  "afar 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  2 
Cor.  4:  17.  And  then  the  amazing  declaration; 
"  All  things  are  yours;  "  "  world,  life,  death,  things 
present,  things  to  come:  all  are  yours:  and  yi  an 
Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's."  1  Cor.  3: 21-23. 
"  God  hath  appointed  His  Son  heir  of  all  things," 
and  made  us  "  joint-heirs  with  Christ."  Heb.  II 
2  and  Rom.  8:  17. 

Believers  are  all  millionaires.  "  All  the  fulness 
of  God  "  is  ours  now.  Faith  claims  it  all  by  divine 
promise.  "  We  are  all  the  children  of  God  by 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus."  Without  this,  baptism  I 
no  validity.  Christ  was  baptized  into  the  august 
purpose  of  His  Incarnation;  that  is,  into  Himsul- 
We  are  baptized  into  all  that  the  divine  Incarna- 
tion contemplates.  .  But  Christ  was  Christ  before 
His  baptism.  So  are  we  Christians  before  our  ob- 
servance of  the  symbol  which  typifies  our  who' 
Christian  life  from  its  inception  to  its  last  pulse  ° 
earth,  and  its  ever-unfolding  glories  and  beatitude 
through  the  endless  ages.     Gal.  3:  26,  27.^        ^ 


THE  DIVINE  MUNIFICENCE. 

by  c.  h,  balsbaugh. 

To  Eld.  Thomas  D.  Lyon,  of  Hudson,  III.: — 

Some  Christians  live  and  act  as  if  their 
ther  in  heaven  was  bankrupt.  Instead  of  being 
"  filled  with  all  the  fullness  of  God,"  they  are 
starving  in  the  midst  of  infinite  plenty.  With  the 
door  of  heaven's  treasury  open,  and  all  the  re- 
sources of  Omnipotence  offered  to  their  unreserved 
appropriation,  they  are  paupers,  and  pass  through 
life  as  if  God  were  austere,  and  Christ  impotent 
and  indifferent.  Such  a  life  hardly  merits  the 
name  of  Christian.     It  is  a  dishonor  to  "  the  Fa- 


I  never  met  that  human  being  yet  who  can 
me  the  thousandth  part  of  the  significance  of  ^ 
symbols   God   has  given   us.     What  the  dea|obe 
Christ  has  procured  for  us,  who  can  tell? 
baptized   into   His   death   is   infinitely  more 
entering  the  church.     Well  may  we  ask  ours 
the  solemn,  central   question:  Have  1  oeei. 
in  the  likeness   of  Christ's  death,  and  risen 
Him  by  the  glory  of  the  Father  into  the  lite 
Jesus  is  now  living  at  the  right  hand  of  G°°'      a 

What  strange,  puerile,  frivolous  **PIa     jilcenesS 
sometimes  given  of  being  baptized  in  ^-0(j 

of  Christ's  death.  In  the  sacrifice  of  His  ^mplioa 
emptied  His  eternal  fulness  for  the  re  ^  .f 
of  man.  "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  w  ^  ^ 
Christ  Jesus."    Philpp.  a:  5-8.    It  is  at 
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that  we  come  into  the  appropriation  of  the  ex- 
haustless  fund  of  grace  deposited  in  Emmanuel. 
We  are  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  Christ. 
Rom.  5:  10.  It  is  in  our  likeness  to  Him  in  the 
utter  crucifixion  of  self  that  we  come  into  vital 
contact  with  His  measureless  provision  in  the 
length  and  breadth  and  depth  of  our  being.  Of 
this  blessed  fact  baptism  is  the  divinely-appointed 
symbol.  If  we  are  and  possess  what  this  ordinance 
indicates,  then  do  we  know  the  riches  of  grace  and 
peace,  and  hope,  and  love,  and  assurance  of  sal- 
vation which  is  offered  us  in  the  Cross.  Nothing 
can  fit  us  for  the  church  on  earth  or  in  heaven, 
but  Christ  Himself.  The  substance  must  invar- 
iably precede  the  shadow.  Blessed  are  they  whose 
life  and  joy  is  nothing  less  than  "  God  manifest  in 
the  flesh." 

A  poor  religion,  indeed,  it  would  be  that  would 
leave  us  in  doubt  of  our  justified  relation  to  God, 
and  our  acceptance  in  the  beloved.  Rom.  5:  1  and 
Eph.  1:6  and  1  Pet.  1:8.  Deeply  to  be  pitied  is 
that  soul  who  cannot  tell  whether  its  momentous 
interests  for  eternity  are  secured  with  all  the  cer- 
tainty which  the  efficacy  of  divine  human  propitia- 
tion can  give.  The  faith  that  saves  has  a  wonder- 
ful compass.  It  embraces  the  whole  Godhead  in 
the  humanity  of  Christ  Jesus,  and  reaches  back  to 
the  very  fountain  of  sin  before  birth,  and  forward 
into  all  the  obligations  of  life,  and  into  all  the 
activities  and -raptures  of  eternity.  The  faith  that 
works,  has  in  it  the  life  of  God,  and  the  "  hope 
that  maketh  not  ashamed."  Not  to  love,  not  to 
hope,  not  to  rejoice,  not  to  work,  not  to  live  in 
God  and  for  God,  is  to  demonstrate  that  faith  is 
dead,  an  empty,  Impractical,  delusive  conceit. 
Like  God,  here  and  forever,  this  is  salvation. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


gather  around  him  the  followers  who  cast  their  lot 
with  him.  Even  those  nearest  to  him  were  contin- 
ually falling  into  mistakes  as  to  the  character  of 
the  work  he  had  to  do.  It  is  certain  that  none  of 
them  knew  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  his  mis- 
sion, and  it  is  a  matter  of  grave  doubt  whether  we 
take  in  its  fullness  at  the  present  time. 

Considering  the  number  of  people  who  have 
lived  and  died  for  him,  and  the  number  who  will 
yet  live  and  die  for  him,  he  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  characters  of  all  time.  There  is 
not  a  thing  in  the  material  world  that  has  not  shift- 
ed its  conditions  since  the  time  of  Christ,  and  what 
will  yet  follow  in  the  way  of  change  after  we  are  all 
gone,  will  be  yet  more  marked  in  its  extent  and 
character.  But  while  there  is  hardly  a  thing  that 
has  not  gone  on  and  upward  from  the  old  lines  of 
thought  and  action,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the 
teachings  of  the  Christ  remain  as  fixed  and  as  ap- 
plicable to-day  as  they  did  when  they  were  uttered. 
To  the  thoughtful  this  one  fact  must  show  that 
there  is  something  more  in  this  man  Christ  than 
the  product  of  an  age  and  time  not  related  to  us. 

What  a  hopeless  cause  it  was  when  the  sun  set 
on  his  dead  form  without  the  gates  of  old  Jerusa- 
lem, and  what  a  glorious  fact  it  is  that  after  the 
lapse  of  nearly  two  thousand  years  those  pierced 
hands  reach  out  in  living,  loving  help  to  those  who 
call  on  his  name  out  of  the  depthsl 

Lewisburg,  Pa. 


CHRIST. 


HOWARD    MILLER. 


What  sort  of  man  was  Christ  personally?  I 
not  possible  to  answer  this  question  exactly,  for 
have  no  accurate  facts  to  go  on.  Still  it  is  a  query 
that  is  susceptible  of  an  answer.  The  chances  are 
that  all  the  pictures  ever  made,  and  they  are  legion, 
are  nothing  more  than  the  ideas  of  the  individuals 
making  them.  The  German  will  naturally  construct 
a  face  with  German  features,  the  Italian  will  make 
an  ideal  face  and  figure  that  is  strictly  national  in 
its  type,  and  so  on.  The  writer  once  saw  an  image 
of  Christ,  representing  him  as  a  black  man. 

Now  if  we  had  been  at  Jerusalem  and  had  seen 
Christ  and  fixed  his  features  in  our  minds  the  chances 
are  that  we  could  have  nearly  duplicated  them  among 
the  younger  Jews  of  to-day.  The  reasons  for  this 
lie  in  the  positive  existence  of  a  national  type,  and 
no  fact  is  better  fixed  than  this.  Whether  we  will 
or  not  we  get  ideas  of  persons  in  our  heads,  and  we 
are  almost  invariably  in  error,  as  every  one  knows 
who  has  met  a  favorite  author,  or  an  absent  friend 
that  we  have  had  much  to  do  with,  but  whom  we 
have  never  seen.  All  the  pictures  of  Christ  are 
purely  ideal.  In  Mexico  where  there  are  churches 
everywhere,  and  usually  pictures  of  Biblical  charac- 
ters, every  representation  is  one  of  acute  suffering, 
and  to  a  Protestant  is  exceedingly  unpleasant. 

We  do  know  that  Christ  was  a  comparatively 
young  man  when  he  was  crucified,  and  that  he  had 
not  seen  much  of  the  world.  The  population  of  the 
country  was  very  dense,  and  the  people  were  crowd- 
ed together  in  the  holy  city  as  they  never  have 
been  since.  He  probably  spoke  several  languages, 
and  lived  most  of  the  time  with  his  own  people, 
working  at  his  trade,  and,  until  he  began  his  mission, 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  very  much  as  other 
young  men  of  the  time  in  his  material  surroundings. 

In  the  very  nature  of  things  his  mother  was  the 
only  one  who  knew  of  his  divine  origin,  and  from 
her  he  probably  first  learned  of  it.  His  early  life 
was  probably  that  of  every  other  healthy  boy, 
playing,  learning  his  lessons  at  his  mother's  knee, 
and  in  all  respects  he  was  perhaps  no  exception  to 
the  average  Jewish  boy  of  the  age  and  time. 

Later  in  life  he  was  of  very  marked  individuality 
to  enable  him  to  reach  the  people  as  he  did,  and  to 


UNBELIEF  AND  QOD'S  WAY  OF  HELPINQ  IT. 


BY  ] 


l'AKKER. 


In  Four  Parts.— Part  One. 

"And  straightway  the  father  of  the  child  cried  out,  and  said 
with  tears,  Lord,  I  believe;  help  thou  mine  unbelief." — Mark 
9:24. 

SCENE    I. 

Jesus  on  the  mountain  of  transfiguration  and  the 
father,  spoken  of  in  our  text,  coming  to  the  disci- 
ples in  behalf  of  his  sorely-afflicted  child,— a  child 
possessed  of  a  dumb  spirit.  Matthew  says,  "  He 
was  a  lunatic  and  sore  vexed."  He  foamed, 
gnashed  with  his  teeth  and  often  fell  "into  the  fire 
and  into  the  water, — a  very  pitiable  case  indeed! 
The  disciples'  failure  and  confusion  and  the  fa- 
ther's disappointment  brings  Jesus  to  their  rescue. 
SCENE  II. 

The  father  in  tears  and  with  fear  and  trembling 
brings  the  child  to  Jesus,  crying,  "  Lord,  I  believe; 
help  thou  mine  unbelief."  The  excited  multitude 
running  together,  Jesus  rebukes  the  foul  spirit  and 
restores  the  child  to  his  father. 

UNBELIEF. — ITS    NATURE. 

It  is  generally  taken  for  a  want  of  faith, — a  con- 
dition of  mind  wherein  the  doctrines  of  God's 
Word  are  rejected  and  its  promises  and  threaten- 
ing— wholly  or  in  part, —  distrusted.  A  few  of  its 
forms  may  be  given, 

Rationalism  is  unbelief  in  any  source  of  knowl- 
edge outside  of  human  reason.  It  rejects  the  su- 
pernatural and  reduces  the  Bible  to  the  rank  of 
ordinary  literature. 

Sensationalism  is  unbelief  in  any  knowledge  out- 
side of  the  senses. 

Empiricism  is  unbelief  in  any  knowledge  outside 
of  experience. 

Pantheism  says  everything  Is  God. 

Atheism  says  nothing  is  God. 

Universalism  is  unbelief  in  salvation  by  grace, 
but  says,  that  all  will  be  saved  when  duly  punished. 

Another  form  of  unbelief  is  now  taking  shape 
and,  until  it  is  more  fully  matured,  it  is  hard  to  tell 
just  what  it  is  or  what  to  call  it.  We  might  call  it 
Anthonyism,  after  Susan  B.  Anthony,  one  of  its 
leaders,  and  not  miss  it  far.  It  rejects  all  of  the 
Bible  that  refers  to  woman  in  her  relation  to  man, 
and  makes  another  Bible  to  suit.  Woman  generally 
succeeds  in  her  undertakings,  and  I  think  this  new 
Bible  will  be  completed,  but  that  it  will  take  the 
place  in  the  hearts  and  homes  of  the  people,  long 
occupied  by  the  one  God  wrote,  I  very  much 
doubt.    Their  time  would  be  better  spent  in  get- 
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ting  ready  to  meet  the  old  one  in  judgment,  than  in 
making  a  new  one  to  suit  their  perverted  tastes. 

Unbelief 'in  our  text  implies  a  weak  faith.  This 
form  is  the  most  common  and  demands  a  careful 
notice. 

It  is  found  in  all  ages,  among  all  nations  and  all 
classes.  Missionary  work,  educational  work,  Bible 
work  and  every  other  kind  of  work  has  its  scores  of 
little-faith  disciples.  It  is  found  among  students 
and  professors,  in  the  press  and  pulpit. 

Another  thing, — whether  it  exists  wholly  or  in 
part,  is  a  fountain  of  great  evil.  It  stands  as  a 
mighty  barrier  between  the  soul  and  whatever  ob- 
ject it  may  love,  desire,  or  seek  to  accomplish. 

The  disciples  could  not  cast  out  the  dumb  spirit 
because  of  unbelief.  Their  faith  was  not  only  lit- 
tle, but  it  lacked  in  quality.  Jesus  said,  "If  ye 
have  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard  seed,  ye  shall  say 
unto  this  mountain,  Remove  hence  to  yonder 
place,  and  it  shall  obey."  Faith,  though  small,  if  it 
be  pure,  will  increase,  expand,  grow,  like  the  mus- 
tard seed,  to  great  results  because  it  has  vitality. 
The  father's  faith  lacked  only  in  degree,  and,  at  the 
touch  of  Jesus,  it  strengthened  into  joyful  results, — 
just  as  the  little  seed  bursts  into  life  at  the  touch  of 
moisture  and  sunshine.  The  man's  weak  faith  did 
not  limit  the  power  of  Jesus  to  cure,  but  his  own 
power  to  receive,  for  Jesus  gives  only  as  we  are 
able  to  receive.  The  unbelief  of  Nazareth  prevent- 
ed Jesus  from  doing  many  mighty  works  among 
that  people.  In  their  unbelief  they  were  unable  to 
judge  correctly  of  his  work,  or  enjoy  the  blessings 
he  was  ready  to  give. 

Zacharias  was  struck  dumb  because  of  unbelief  in 
the  words  of  the  angel,  and,  oh,  how  many  will  be 
speechless  in  the  day  of  judgment  for  the  same 
cause  1 

Unbelief,  in  some  form,  is  the  prevailing  sin  of 
all  ages  and  all  classes.  Even  among  those  who 
profess  to  believe,  it  is  the  great  hindering  cause  to 
success.  Little  faith  means  poor  work  and  little  of 
it.  Greater  faith  on  the  part  of  the  preacher  would 
sharpen  the  arrows  of  truth  and  send  them  forth 
with  unerring  certainty  into  the  hearts  of  the  un- 
converted. Greater  faith  in  missions  would  fill  the 
world  with  mission  workers  and  not  let  them  go 
begging  either.  Greater  faith  in  Bible  study 
would  endow  our  Bible  schools,  thus  putting  them 
within  the  reach  of  all. 

Paul  tells  us,  in  Heb.  4:  2,  that  the  Jews  heard 
the  Gospel,  but  were  not  profited  because  of  unbe- 
lief. If  it  rendered  fruitless  the  words  of  him 
"  who  spake  as  never  man  spake  "  and  the  words  of 
inspired  men,  who  can  measure  its  power  for  evil? 

By  unbelief  in  the  warnings  of  Noah  the  whole 
antediluvian  world,  save  eight  souls,  perished.  We 
think  his  preaching  must  have  been  good,  for  Peter 
tells  us  that  he  was  a  preacher  of  righteousness;  also 
that  it  was  done  through  the  Spirit.  These  two 
characteristics  ought  to  satisfy  anybody,  but  fre- 
quently it  does  not.  It  may  have  been  a  little  old- 
fashioned;  his  style,  gestures  and  rhetoric  may  not 
have  pleased  their  peculiar  fancy,  but  it  was  the 
truth,  and  their  unbelief  in  it  sealed  their  destruc- 
tion. Unbelief  shut  Israel  out  of  Canaan  and  con- 
sumed over  a  million  of  souls  in  the  wilderness. 
So  the  gates  of  heaven  will  be  closed  against  every 
form  of  unbelief.  It  rejected  the  Jews  as  a  nation 
and  made  their  name  a  reproach  among  all  nations. 
So  the  unbelievers  will  be  rejected  when  Jesus 
comes  to  make  up  his  jewels.  Paul  says  the  Jews 
were  broken  from  the  olive  tree  by  unbelief,  and 
warns  us  lest  we  meet  the  same  fate.  Jesus  says, 
"  He  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  condemned." 
Mark  16:  16.  John  the  Baptist  says,  "  He  that  be- 
lieveth not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  him."  John  3:  36.  The  Reve- 
lator  says,  "  The  unbeliever  shall  have  his  part  in 
the  lake  that  burneth  with  fire  and  brimstone." 
Rev.  21:8. 
The  conclusion,  then,  is  plain: 

1.  Unbelief  darkens  our  vision  for  time  and  eter- 
nity. 

2.  It  robs  the  soul  of  true  happiness  and  merits 
the  displeasure  of  God. 
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BY  j,  S.  FLORY. 

In  Four  Parts Part  Two. 

Religious  Phenomena— Mesmerism—Animal  Magnetism 
—Spiritualism— rjhostlsm—"  Divine  "  Healing 
— Metaphysical  Healing— Hypnotism — 
"Christian  Science"  Fal- 
lacies, Etc. 


The  reader  will  please  observ 
iencc,  we  use  the  term  mind  to 
tives  of  the  inner  life,  such 
lect,  will-power,  heart-affections, 
whatever  terms  may  be  used  in 
sphere  of  the  incorporeal  man. 

As  we  have  remarked,  th 
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some  extent,  the  theory  of  personal  influcn  — , 
sonal  magnetism,  and  personal  power  one  over  an- 
other. Water  will  mix  with  water;  so  it  is  with  all 
things  of  a  like  nature.  One  mind  reaching  out  to 
grasp  another,— the  other  in  a  passive  state  or  re- 
sponsive mood— the  union  is  made  and  the  weak- 
er always  succumbs  to  the  stronger.  When  a  num- 
ber of  minds  are  working  together  in  unison,  send- 
ing out  waves  of  thought,  desire  and  sympathy, 
and  when  all  efforts  are  directed  to  the  same  end 
in  view,  the  revulsion  of  thought  and  feelings  are 
so  peculiar,  from  this  mass  of  power,  that  ordinary 
conditions  are  disturbed  and  extraordinary  take 
place.  In  many  cases,  where  religious  excitement 
brought  on  this  state  of  things,  we  have  seen  the 
subject  become  as  rigid  as  a  corpse,  and  lay  under 
"conviction,"  as  it  was  called,  for  hours  and  even 
days.  Precisely  the  same  we  have  seen  under  or- 
dinary mesmerism,  when  life,  to  all  appearances, 
was  entirely  extinct.  It  matters  not  under  what 
process  the  work  is  accomplished,  the  results,  as  to 
those  peculiar  manifestations,  are  the  same.  Error 
believed  by  any  one,  will,  while  the  person  is  under 
the  influence  of  any  kind  of  deception,  bring  forth 
results  precisely  the  same  as  under  truth  believed, 
or  where  no  deception  was  used.  We  are  glad  this 
religious  mania  that  swept,  like  a  great  wave,  over 
the  land,  years  ago,  has,  in  a  great  measure,  sub 
sided,  yet,  however,  it  comes  up  now  and  then  un 
der  a  new  name  and  undue  advantage  is  taken  of 


ar  state  of  feelings  brought  about 
Iiness,"  " sanctification,"  the  "second  blessing," 
"perfection,"  are  all  a  snare  and  a  delusion  un- 
less they  are  the  outcome  of  pure  and  undfjihd  re- 
ligion,— a  religion  that  has  the  ring  of  Gospel  met- 
al about  it. 

Any  religion,  no  matter  how  fervent  for  the  time 
being,  will,  sooner  or  later,  wither  and  die,  unless 
it  has  the  elements  of  divine  favor  and  the  sanction 
of  a  Holy  Ghost  Gospel.  In  all  phases  of  religious 
excitements,  attainments  or  convictions  wherein 
the  human  has  the  preponderance  of  power  over 
another,  loss  of  vigor  occurs,  and  religious  life 
wanes  so  soon  as  the  moving  and  exhilarating 
means  become  dormant,  or  the  exciting  causes  are 
dispensed  with.  Not  so  with  a  religion  that  has, 
as  a  basis,  divine  groundwork,  and  a  process  of 
regeneration,  fully  in  accord  with  the  Divine  Mind. 
While  the  latter  may  not  be  so  spasmodic,  so  vio- 
lent in  its  workings,  or  so  exhilarating  to  the  bodily 
senses,  it  is  of  a  nature  more  satisfying,  has  a  much 
deeper  seat  in  the  affections,  and  the  emotional 
nature  becomes  turned  in  unison  with  wisdom  and 
right  judgment. 

Having,  to  some  extent,  hinted  at  the  wonder- 
ful force  of  the  mind  in  its  religious  aspect,  when 
directed  that  way.  and  of  its  effects  upon  the  hu- 
man organism,  we  will  now  pass  to  a  consideration 
of  its  powers  in  connection  with  inanimate  objects. 
In  animal  magnetism  or  mesmerism,  persons 
conversant  with  the  subject,  know  fully  well,  that 
the  subject  or  person  mesmerized,  may,  by  the 
force  of  the  will  of  the  magnetizer,  be  suspended 
against  a  smooth,  plastered  wall  of  the  room  with- 
out any  support,  other  than  the  contact  of  the 
palms  of  the  hands  with  the  wall— the  mesmerizer 
not  so  much  as  touching  the  subject.  A  cane  in 
the  hands  of  the  subject  may,  by  the  will  of  the  op- 
erator, be  so  affixed  as  to  be  impossible  to  throw  it 
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nee  away  from  the  subject. 

Where  there  is  a  concert  of  act 

f  minds,  directed  in  the  same  ch: 

id  on  a  table,  it  will  tip  up  and 
about  as  the  governing 
same  way  bells  may  fa- 
be  heard,  and  messag 
the  operator  passes  i 
called  clairvoyance. 

Right  here  we  wish  to  state,  that  the  force  of  the 
mind  power  is  so  potent,  that,  when  a  table  is  tip- 
ping, heavy  and  ponderous  weights  placed  on  the 
side  that  is  rising  up  seem  to  have  no  effect  in 
keeping  it  f.om  tipping,  showing  the  wonderful 
power  of  the  mind,  or  the  force  set  in  motion  by 
the  concentration  of  will  power  in  a  certain  direc- 
tion. Everything  connected  with  so-called  Spirit- 
ualism can  be  accounted  for  on  a  line  separate  and 
apart  from  anything  of  a  supernatural  nature,  as 
claimed  by  the  devotees  of  "Spiritualism." 

Another  very  peculiar  power  or  force  of  the 
mind  is  that  of  evolving  appirations  or  ghosts,  for, 
be  it  known,  as  a  truth,  they  are  but  the  emana- 
tions of  an  excited,  disordered  or  impressed  mind. 
Only  those  who  believe  in  ghosts  see  them,  be- 
cause an  unbelief  in  them  never  gets  the  mind  con- 
centrated or  focused  on  that  line.  The  very  fact 
that  out  of  the  mind  evolve  apparitions  is  an  evi- 
dence that  there  is  an  entity  about  the  mind. 

Spiritual  mediums,  so  called,  are  persons  sensi- 
ble to  the  operations  of  the  minds  of  living  persons. 
They  can,  when  in  a  semi-trance  state,  tell  what 
you  know,  if  you  allow  your  mind  to  be  taken  hold 
of  by  them.  That  is,  you  submit  for  them  to  ex- 
ercise with  that  end  in  view.  Their  answers  will 
accord  with  your  mind  or  knowledge  of  things  be- 
cause by  your  submission  their  mind  and  yours  has 
locked  arms,  for  the  time  being,  and  they  are  able 
to  tell  you  things  you  know,  even  to  incidents  of 
your  early  life.  Right  here  is  where  so  many  are 
captured,  and  deceived  and  led  into  the  abomina- 
ble doctrine  of  "Spiritualism." 

Mediums  can  not  tell  things  you  do  not  know, 
any  further  than  you  may  be  guessing  in  your 
mind,  or  as  you  would  like  to  have  it,  or  fear  it 


may  be,  for  it  is  your  own  mind  and  thought  th 
have  much  to  do  in  shaping  the  answers  you 
When  the  "spirit,"  so-called,   of  a  departed  rel 
five  or  friend  appears,  it  is  only  an  emanation  of 
the  living   mind,   the    same   as   in   seeing  ghost 
The  words  or  messages  you  get   from  spirits    s 
called,  are  in  line  with  your  own  thoughts  or  thos 
of  the  medium, — that  is,  they  are  an  outcome  of 
living  minds. 

When  one  begins  to  think  of  the  unseen  world 
the  imagination  is  brought  into  play,  and  mcdj! 
urns  say  and  write  epistles  in  harmony  with  the 
imaginations  of  living  mortals.  It  matters  not  how 
well  educated  the  person  was,  while  living  the 
message  from  his  "  spirit "  never  has  a  diction  or 
formation  superior  to  the  ability  of  the  living  me- 
dium; and  the  messages  from  the  "spirits"  of 
departed  Indians  often  bristle  with  thoughts  far 
superior  to  the  uncultured  savage.  The  thoughts 
of  the  medium  or  inquirer  is  the  power  behind 
the  throne  that  formulates,  dictates  and  speaks 
the  "messages"  they  originate,  and  come  from 
the  brain  force  of  living  beings.  Is  it  not  passing 
strange  that  in  these  days  of  enlightened  intelli- 
gence, there  are  to  be  found  scores,  who  will  al- 
low themselves  to  be  taken  captive  by  this  myth- 
ical doctrine  which  is  condemned  by  Holy  Writ 
and  by  common  sense,  on  any  line  they  choose  to 
tread?  Time  and  again  has  "spiritualism"  been 
exposed,  yet  it  finds  a  flourishing  field  among 
those  who  court  the  soothsayers  and  want  some- 
thing mysterious  to  engage  their  attentions. 

The  Lord  has  said,  he  will  frustrate  the  tokens 
of  the  liars,  and  make  diviners  mad;  he  will  turn 
wise  men  backward,  and  make  their  knowledge 
foolish."     Isa.  44:  25. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


HOW  CAN  WE  BRING  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AND 
CHURCH  INTO  A  CLOSER  RELATION? 


BY  TOBIAS  S.  PIKE. 

We  can  do  this  best  by  teaching  the  relation 
they  stand  in  to  each  other.  Both  need  teaching. 
Born  of  the  same  Heavenly  Parent,  the  church  (the 
older  sister)  becomes  the  foster  mother,  for  the 
Sunday  school  (the  younger  sister).  This  places 
their  relationship  doubly  close,  and  should  endear 
them  to  each  other.  Their  interests  should  be 
mutual.  It,  therefore,  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
church  (the  older  sister)  to  look  after  and  care 
for  the  wants  of  the  Sunday  school  (her  younger 
sister).  See  that  she  is  well  clothed, — not  in  the 
bright  colors  of  worldly  display,  but  the  neat- 
fitting  "robe  of  righteousness."  Look  well  to  the 
kind  of  food  that  is  prepared  for  her.  See  that  it 
be  good  and  wholesome,  not  too  highly  spiced, 
lest  she  become  dyspeptic;  yet  have  it  sufficiently 
flavored,  so  as  to  be  palatable,  well  adapted  to  her 
spiritual  growth  and  development.  The  '  Savior 
said  to  Peter,  "  Feed  my  lambs."  "  He  took  them 
in  his  arms  and  blessed  them."  How  important, 
then,  that  the  church  tenderly  care  for  and  judi- 
ciously feed  them!  If  there  is  a  special  blessing 
connected  with  the  work  of  the  church  to-day,  I 
should  look  for  it  along  this  line.  If  in  any  work 
of  the  church  special  care  and  attention  should  be 
given,  certainly  it  should  be  in  looking  after  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  her  Sunday  school.  Only  a 
few  more  years  until  it  will  become  her  duty  to 
take  the  place  of  a  "  foster  mother."  How  well 
she  will  be  prepared  for  her  duties  depends  large- 
ly on  the  training  the  church  gives  her.  If  ever, 
in  the  history  of  the  church,  there  was  a  time  when 
it  specially  behooved  her  to  properly  educate  and 
implant,  in  the  tender  hearts  of  the  rising  gener- 
ation, the  true  principles  of  the  "Gospel,"  that 
time  is  now.  I  feel  to  thank  the  Lord  for  the  zeal 
and  improvement  manifest  along  this  line.  Let  us 
continue  to  press  onward  to  further  development. 

Then,  too,  it  becomes  the  younger  sister's  duty 
to  love  and  respect  her  older  sister,  to  be  subjec 
to  her  counsels,  willing  to  be  taught  by  her,  never 
assuming  the   prerogative  to   lead  and  teach 
church,  remembering  that  the  church  has  the  a 
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vantage  of  age  and  experience,  and  is  anxious 
bout  the  welfare  of  her  sister.  As  soon  as  both 
•ill  fully  realize  their  relationship,  they  will  be- 
come so  closely  attached  to  each  other  that  they 
rannot  speak  evil  one  of  the  other.  My  dear 
brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  learn  to  look 
the  church  with  greater  respect,  she  being 
t||e  grandest  institution  on  earth  or  in  heaven. 
The  church  being  a  "  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  na- 
tion, a  peculiar  people,"  let  us  all  labor  for  peace 
and  harmony! 

One  of  the  seven  things  that  Solomon  named 
as  being  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  is  that  of 
11  sowing  discord  among  brethren."  How  it  spoils 
the  music  of  the  gospel  harp!  Who  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  many  discords?  He  that  sowed 
the  seed. 
MiUcdgevilk,  III. 


7.  It  would  blot  out  the  line  between  the  church 
and  the  world.  In  truth  there  would  be  no 
world,— all  would  be  church  members. 

8.  There  being  no  regenerated  persons  in  the 
church,  there  could  not  be  any  Christians  in  such 
a  church.  Hence  such  a  practice  would  wipe  out 
the  church  of  Christ  entirely — Christian  Advocate. 


STANDING  FAST. 


BY  J.  S.  MOHLER. 


he  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
ntangled  again  with  the  yoke  of 


"  Stand  fast  therefo 
made  us  free,  and  be 
bondage."— Gal.  5:  I. 

Standing,  naturally,  unconverted,  is  very  unsafe. 
The  feet  are  sinking  deeper  and  deeper  into  the 
mire.  The  whole  world  seems  saturated  with  the 
the  slime  of  sin,  causing  the  feet  to  slip,  ready  to 
fall.  There  is  only  one  safe  "standing  place"  in 
the  world, — i.  e„  on  the  foundation  laid  by  Christ. 
1  Cor.  3:  II. 

"  To  stand  "  means  to  "  rise  with  Christ,"  Gal. 
3:  1,  to  take  a  position,  to  vindicate  a  principle, 
standing  erect,  nobly.  To  do  so  we  must  live  dai- 
ly, under  all  circumstances,  in  accordance  with  the 
truth  as  taught  by  Christ.  Matt.  7:  24,  25.  ft  is 
hard  to  walk  up  a  steep  hill  and  "stand  erect" 
without  a  hold  on  some  permanent  object.     Such 
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■•holds"  are  let  down  from  heaven,— anchored 
within  the  vail,  to  which  we  may  cling  and  "stand 
fast."  It  is  not  enough  to  merely  stand,  but  we 
must  stand  "  fast,"  "  hold  hard  "  "not  easily  shak- 
movable."  Whether  temptations  assail  us, 
eers  of  the  world,  or  loss  of  property  de- 
yet,  Job-like,  we  may  cling  to  the  Lord, 
and  like  him,  be  enabled  to  "stand." 

Paul  says,  "  Hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  1 
Thess.  5:  21.  "Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound 
words,  "  2  Tim.  1:  13.  "Hold  fast  the  confidence," 
Heb.  3:6.  "Hold  fast  our  profession,"  Heb.  4: 
[4.  "Hold  fast  till  I  come,"  Rev.  2:  25.  "Hold 
fast  and  repent,"  Rev.  3:  3.  "  Hold  fast  that  which 
thou  hast,"  Rev.  3:  II.  From  these,  and  other 
similar  passages  in  the  Gospel,  we  see  the  neces- 
sity of  holding  fast  to  the  "  helps "  heaven  has 
kindly  afforded  us,  that  we  may  "  stand." 

Having  done  all  to  "stand,"  Eph.  6:  13,  we  must 
do  our  best,  put  forth  all  our  strength,  watch  dili- 
gently, pray  fervently,  labor  incessantly  till  the 
Master  comes,  or  till  the  end  comes.  Thus  perse- 
vering we  shall  "  stand  "  against  the  tempter.  We 
shall  "  stand  "  when  slandered.  We  shall  "  stand  " 
when  afflicted,  and  we  shall  "stand  approved"  at 
the  judgment  seat  of  Christ. 
Morrill,  Kans. 

INFANT  BAPTISM. 

Have  the  advocates  of  infant  baptism  ever  con- 
sidered what  would-be  the  result  should  the  prac- 
tice become  universal?     Let  us  see: 

1.  It  would  set  aside  believers'  baptism.  There 
would  be,  in  that  case,  no  believers  to  baptize. 

2.  It  would  make  void  the  great  commandment, 
"He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized  shall  be  saved." 

3-  There  would  be  no  need  of  preaching  the 
G°spel,  as  all  would  be  in  the  church  before  they 
could  accept  the  Gospel. 

4.  All  would  be  in  the  church  without  faith. 

5-  There  would  not,  there  could  not,  be  a  con- 
verted person  in  the  church.  All  would  be  in  the 
church  before  they  could  be  converted. 

6-  If  we  were  baptized  in  infancy,  everybody 
w°uld  be  in  the  church,  hence  the  church  would 
wntain  all  the  wicked  people  in  the  world, 


"  It  has  always  in  America  been  held  to  be  a 
part  of  decent  breeding  to  pay  due  respect  to  the 
memory  of  departed  friends.  The  most  of  people 
put  on  some  visible  badge  of  mourning.  Others, 
who  scruple  to  show  their  sorrow  in  such  a  way, 
abstain  from  social  intercourse,  and  maintain  a 
grave  and  serious  deportment.  To  say  that  the 
dead  are  not  profited  by  such  observances,  is  to 
speak  the  simplest  and  plainest  truth.  If  we 
would  do  any  good  to  them,  we  must  do  it  while 
they  are  yet  in  the  flesh.  But,  all  the  same,  we 
regret  to  see  the  gradual  breaking  down  of  the  old 
custom  of  manifesting  a  reverent  grief  for  those 
who  have  gone  away  to  return  no  more.  It  must 
be  a  sign  of  increasing  lightness  and  frivolity  in 
society  when  even  the  dearest  friends  are  forgot- 
ten as  soon  as  they  are  under  the  sod.  From  our 
heart  we  pity  the  children  who  can  return  from 
the  funeral  of  a  parent,  and  speedily  plunge  head- 
long into  the  current  of  secular  excitements;  or 
anybody  to  whom  death  has  made  a  close  approach 
without  leaving  an  impression  that  lasts  longer 
than  the  day."      _    

"Nothing  is  falser  than  the  doctrine  that  a  man 
deserves  no  credit  for  doing  his  duty.  God  him- 
self puts  the  seal  of  his  commendation  on  it.  To 
every  one  of  his  weary  followers  as  they  close 
their  labors  and  enter  into  rest,  he  says:  'Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant.'  If  he  can  afford 
to  bestow  such  praise,  why  should  our  lips  be 
closed  and  dumb?  The  man  who  says,  '  I  never 
praise  anybody,'  confesses  himself  to  be  mean  and 
little  of  soul.  Duty  is  not  always  easy.  Often 
it  is  difficult  and  dangerous.  No  commonplace 
character  is  equal  to  it.  To  meet  it  in  the  right 
spirit  takes  heroism  of  the  highest  quality." 
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There  are  a  great  many  people  in  this  world  that 
think  themselves  to  be  leaders,  and  among  the 
great,  but  feel  that  the  world  don't  know  it,  and 
will  never  find  it  out  unless  they  tell  it.  But  this 
is  a  mistake.  True  greatness  has  always  been 
found  out  by  the  people,  and  in  David  we  have  a 
worthy  example.  Because  of  his  inherent  great- 
ness he  was  always  called.  Even  while  yet  feed- 
ing the  sheep  he  was  called  and  anointed,  and  aft- 
er this,  one  promotion  followed  anothct,  not  be- 
cause he  sought  them,  but  they  sought  him.  First, 
King  of  Judah,  then,  King  of  ail  Israel.    Why  all 
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and  promotion? 
red  into  partnership  with  God.  He 
trusted,  he  asked  and  he  received, 
jn  with  God  means  success.  Saul  had 
vc  to  one  over  David.  He  had  come- 
2  and  a  commanding  appearance,  all 
re  kingly  essentials,  and  yet  his  life 
jf  failures.  He  did  not  have  the  es- 
□  n  to  the  Power  that  insures  success, 
tit,  failures  must  follow. 


David,  at  thirty  years  of  age,  began  to  reign,  and 
reigned  for  forty  years.  What  an  eventful  life  that 
was!  Almost  a  life-time  he  lived  before  his  people 
as  their  leader  and  their  King.  Not  through  usur- 
pation and  by  force,  but  through  choice,  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  because  they  loved  him. 

What  is  it  we  learn  from  this  life? 

I.  That  promotion  is  desirable.  We  are  born 
unto  attainments.  The  spirit  of  advancement  is 
imbedded  and  planted  in  the  very  fiber  of  every 
soul.  If  David  had  been  satisfied  with  sheep  feed- 
ing, he  never  could  have  been  made  King.  If  we 
are  satisfied  with  present  attainments,  we  can  nev- 
er grow  into  greater  influence,  usefulness  and 
power.  And  unless  we  do  this,  we  cannot  meet 
the  obligations  of  life  as  they  come  to  us. 
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1  Good  Man  Promoted. 
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In  our  last  lesson  w 
over  Judah,  one  of  the  tribes  of  Israel,  with  his 
capital  at  Hebron,  a  small  city  west  of  Jerusalem. 
During  his  seven  years''  reign  over  this  people,  he 
acted  so  wisely,  and  so  ingratiated  himself  in  their 
hearts  that  they  were  not  only  willing  and  anxious 
to  have  him  continue,  but  his  fame  had  so  spread 
abroad  among  the  elders  of  Israel,  that  they  united 
in  a  call  for  him  to  extend  the  borders  of  his  juris- 
diction, and  have  him  be  King  over  all  Israel.  The 
reason  for  this  call  we  shall  give  in  their  own 
words:  "Behold,  we  are  thy  bone  and  thy  flesh. 
Also  in  time  past,  when  Saul  was  King  over  us, 
thou  wast  he  that  leddest  out  and  broughtest  in 
Israel:  and  the  Lord  said  to  thee,  Thou  shalt  feed 
my  people  Israel,  and  thou  shalt  be  a  captain  over 
Israel." 

The  two  reasons  given  are  very  suggestive.  The 
first,  that  of  relation:  "  We  are  thy  bone  and  thy 
flesh."  As  a  rul,\  it  is  always  best  for  any  people 
to  have  their  leaders  and  rulers  from  among  them. 
Many  reasons  might  be  given  for  this,  but  suffi- 
cient it  is  for  us  only  to  revert  to  that  which  has 
been  gathered  from  common  experience.  For  a 
ruler,  wisdom,  judgment  and  discretion  are  essential 
qualifications.  David's  promotion  was  not  so  much 
because  of  bone  and  flesh  kin,  as  that  of  being  an 
acknowledged  leader,  Before  this  he  had  been  the 
one  who  "led  end  brought"  Israel, 


2.  True  promotion  Co 
to  promote  ourselves  it 

tice  deception  and  place  ourselves  in  positions 
which  we  are  not  prepared,  and  do  injustice  to  o 
selves,  to  the  position,  and  to  those  by  whom 
are  so  promoted. 

David   was   promoted   of    the    Lord;    and 
was  so  done  because  he   trusted   in    him.    S 
must  be  promoted,  and  so  v\ 
a  better  and  more  glorious  v 
he  had  for  David.    The  P 
passing  on  the  Lord's  doma 
help  fight  them  out.     These 
around  and  about  us,  but  th 
them  right  within  us.     Up,  and  let  us  driv 
out!     Let    us   be   kings   over  our  own  bod 
lives!    David  was   King   forty    years.    Ho 
have  we  been  king?     Has  it  been  ever 
drove  Satan  out  by  entering  into  partne 
the  Lord?     If  so,  we  arc  doing  well,  and 
for  promotion.     As  soon  as  we  can  get  i 
then  we  may  reach  out  to  help  others, 
be  promotion.     First  over  Judah,— over 
our  own  house.     Then  over  all  Israel,— o 
around  and  about  us.     Indeed,  the  Lord 
us  the  whole  world  for  our  field!     Go,  , 
reign!    Clean  our  own  eyes  first,  that 
better  see  to  help  others!     Goodness 
mother  plant,— as  out  of  such  alone  c 
grow. 

Another  characteristic  and  the  last  c 
name,  is,  that  in  everything  David  attempted  to 
do  he  went  to  the  Lord  for  help.  "And  David 
perceived  that  the  Lord  had  established  him  King 
over  Israel,  and  that  he  had  exalted  his  kingdom 
for  his  people  Israel's  sake."  The  result  of  this 
going  he  .perceived  had  established  him  King  over 
Israel  that  they  might  be  exalted  in  the  eyes  of 
the  people.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  greatest  mo- 
tive we  can  have  is  to  exalt,  not  ourselves,  but  our 
fellows.  This  kind  of  exaltation  is  reflective.  No 
man  can  do  a  good  thing  without  making  himself 
better,  and  in  lifting  another  up  we  necessarily 
lift  ourselves  up  with  him.  This  was  the  way  in 
which  David  became  exalted,  and  it  is  the  Christ 
way.  He  that  humbleth  himself,  to  lift  his  broth- 
er man  up,  shall  he  exalted,  H,  B,  8, 
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0,  FOK  the  hills  of  green. 
Crowned  with  ; 

That  kiss  the  sky 
Where  angel  wings  a 
Whose  flights  Ihe  pla 
Where  shady  airs  are 

With  melody. 
God  walks  in  garden; 
With  sainted  souls  an 

Heroes  indeed; 
O,  for  the  peace  that  thri 
When  comradeship 
The  heart,  and  rich  Love  wills 

Gift  for  all  need. 
Afar  the  summits  gleam 
Like  structures  of  a  dream, 

Thrones  of  the  just; 
My  feet  are  wet  with  clay, 
To  gather  weeds  I  stay; 
When  dies  the  patient  day 

They  turn  to  dust. 
0,  heights  that  great  hearts  find, 
I  cast  this  life  behind, 

And  call  to  you; 
In  "  heavenly  places  "  sweet 
Be  't  mine  those  hearts  to  greet, 
And  kiss  the  Master's  feet 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CM1CAQ0  MISSION. 


We  are  now  located  near  the  church  again,  at  660 
South  Ashland  Avenue,  having  taken  rooms  here 
just  recently.  Th's  brings  us  into  closer  proximi- 
ty to  the  field  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church  where 
we  have  been  working.  Now  we  hope  to  concen- 
trate our  efforts  here.  Our  children's  meetings  are 
held  regularly  in  the  cottage  by  the  church. 
Through  these  meetings  and  our  visits  among  the 
poor  we  learn  of  the  need  of  clothing,  and,  in  reply 
to  those  who  are  making  constant  inquiry  in  regard 
to  sending  donations,  we  would  say,  clothing  is  al 
ways  in  demand.  Sunday  school  papers,  too,  anc 
cards,  are  helpful.  The  children  enjoy  the  papers 
Note  our  above  address. 


man  for  this,  and  kindly  cautioned  him  to  neglect 
his  best  interests,— that  of  giving  his  heart  to 
Jesus.  Mothers,  pray  for  your  boys  who  have 
gone  from  the  parental  roof.  Do  not  cease  pray- 
ng,  although  apparently  not  heard.  Pray  that 
the  absent  one  may  be  kept  from  evil.  Some  time 
et  a  mother  who,  as  she  spoke,  burst  into 
I  have  a  boy  in  that  wicked  city, 
ice  we  have  heard  from  him.  He 
;    farm    and   wanted   to  try  anoth- 
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Tally,  as  well 

all  library,  hat 
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er   life."     As    I    clasped   the   hand    of  that   heart- 
broken mother,  I  thought,  "What  boy,  if  he  knew, 
would    thus    distress     his     own,     dear     mother?' 
Many  a  boy  leaves  behind  him  the  possibilities  of 
his  best  life,  when  he  leaves  the  farm.    The  farm 
of  hard,   manual   labor,    affords 
diet  and   comparatively  pure  air, 
as  physically.     This   life,  with  a 
ng  the  Bible  at  the  top,  and  the 
with  every  member  of  the  family, 
...  jd  help,  present,  is  a  model  life. 
nay  be  sown  the  seeds  of  the  new  birth     So 
depends   on  early  training.     Children   may 
come   to   Christ   and,   through   temptation,  be  led 
astray,  and  yet  they  are  of  those  of  whom  Christ 
d,  "  My  father  which  gave  them  me,  is  greater 
than  all;  and  no  man  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of 
y  Father's  hand."     Precious  promise  to  the  par- 
it  who  has  given  his  child  a  start  in  the  Christian 
life!     Parents,  act  well  your  part  and  your  child 
may  be  restored,  though  with  a  great  struggle. 
"  But  none  of  the  ransomed  ever  knew 
How  deep  were  the  waters  crossed, 
Nor  how  dark  was  the  night  that  the  Lord  passed  through 

Ere  he  found  his  sheep  that  was  lost. 
Out  in  the  desert  he  heard  his  cry, — 
Sick  and  helpless,  and  ready  to  die." 
660  S.  Ashland  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 


A  FAMOUS  YOUNQ  MAN. 
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children  to  our 


Our  Communion  meeting 
June  21,  when  we  hope  to 
the  church.     Not  long  since  a  r 
"  Do  not  fail  to  let  my  daughter 
when  the  love  feast  will  be."     A; 
mothers   who  would    direct   the 
place   of   worship?     Yesterday,   a   young    man,    a 
stranger,  was   present   at    our  Sunday   school  and 
morning  church  services.     He  said,  "I   was  pass- 
ing through  the  city  on  my  wheel,  and  I   thought  1 
would  look  up  the   Brethren  and  attend  church." 
What  a  noble  principle,  to  find  God's  people  upon 
entering  any  strange  place,   and  especially  a  large 
city,  like  Chicago!    We   commended    the    young 


Few  names  are  more  widely  known  than  that 
of  Timothy,  the  young  man,  who,  from  his  youth, 
was  familiar  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  are 
able  to  make  men  wise  unto  salvation.  Mighty 
kings  of  past  ages  are  forgotten  and  very  little  is 
known  of  even  the  greatest  conquerors  of  antiqui- 
ty, but  Timothy's  name  is  a  household  word,  and 
the  story  of  his  life,  given  in  the  New  Testament, 
is  known  in  every  quarter  of  the  earth.  At  the 
great  Christian  Endeavor  Convention,  held  in  Bos- 
ton, last  year,  H.  L.  Hastings,  the  well-known  au- 
thor and  publisher,  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  life 
of  Timothy,  which  taught  many  a  lesson  concern- 
ing that  young  man's  acquaintance  with  the  Scrip- 
tures, which  many  of  us  would  do  well  to  heed. 
Mr.  Hastings  said  in  part; 

"Waiting  one  night  in  the  darkness  on  the  rail- 
way platform  at  Framingham  camp-ground,  I 
heard  two  ministers  discussing  the  secret  of  a  cer- 
tain noted  evangelist's  power.  After  listening 
awhile,  I  ventured  to  intrude  the  suggestion,  that 
if  they  could  get  a  look  at  that  evangelist's  old 
Bible,  they  might  learn  the  secret  of  his  power; 
for  it  contained  more  marks  of  use  than  fifty  ordi- 
nary well-kept  minister's  Bibles.  It  reminded  me 
of  the  old  Scotch  warrior's  claymore.  He  had 
been  in  twenty-four  battles,  and  there  were  twenty- 
four  hacks  in  the  edge  of  his  well-tempered  blade. 
He  had  struck  fire  every  time.  A  well-studied 
Bible,  believed  and  preached  and  practiced,  is  a 
source  of  power  which  will  ever  remain  a  mys- 
tery to  those  who  neglect  the  Word  of  the  living 
God.  How  many  are  longing,  seeking,  and  pray- 
ing for  power,  while  a  whole  magazine  of  divine 
power  lies  unopened  in  their  neglected  Bibles.  A 
man  in  a  meeting  prayed  loud  and  long  for  '  power.' 
'We  want  power!'  'We  want  power!'  After  he 
was  done,  a  plain-spoken  brother  said  to  him,  'You 
don't  seem  to  need  power  so  much  as  you  seem  to 
need  ideas!' 

"Christ's  Gospel  furnishes  divine  ideas;  and, 
preached  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from 
heaven,  it  is  still  'the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth.'     And  he  who  faith' 


fully  preaches  that  Gospel,  will  find  that  it  is  1 
and    powerful,    and   sharper   than    any    two-edged 
sword;  and  that  it  is  still  Mike  as  a  fire,  and  like  a 
hammer  that  breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces.'" 

If  we  have  a  desire  to  do  something  for  God,  we 
should  first  have  a  personal,  practical  and  experi- 
mental knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  Mr.  Hastings' 
advice  might  profitably  be  taken  by  the  majority  of 
Christian  people. 

THE  EVIL  HABIT. 

BY  OKA  S.  PRICKETT. 

Smoking  is  practiced  by  all  classes  of  people, 
from  the  beggar  to  the  millionaire,  and  the  servant 
to  the  king,— all  indulge  in  that  useless  habit  that 
benefits  no  one.  The  habit  of  smoking  has  be- 
come so  common,  that  the  young  and  old  are  as 
attentive  to  their  smoking,  as  they  are  to  their 
meals.  The  habit  of  using  tobacco,  is  not  only 
practiced  by  the  men,  but,  in  many  places  in  the 
South,  the  women  also  are  slaves  to  that  useless, 
filthy  weed.  I  have  seen  women,  who  could  chew 
as  much  tobacco,  and  spit  as  accurately  as  the  av- 
erage man.  I  have  often  wondered  what  must  be 
the  thoughts  of  a  man,  when  coming  in  for  his 
noontime  meal,  to  find  his  wife  busily  engaged  in 
preparing  dinner,  with  a  quid  of  tobacco  stowed 
away  in  her  mouth,  the  appearance  of  which  might 
be  taken  for  an  attack  of  neuralgia. 

But  is  it  any  worse  for  a  woman  to  use  tobacco,, 
than  for  a  man?  Whatever  will  give  comfort  and 
pleasure  to  one,  will  surely  give  to  another, 
lo  look  at  it  in  a  natural  sense,  it  would  seem  out 
of  place  for  a  woman  to  use  such  filthy  stuff,  but, 
strictly  speaking,  what  is  good  for  man  to  eat,  is 
good  for  woman  also.  We  can,  however,  give  the 
majority  of  women  credit  for  that  refinement  that 
is  not  found  in  many  of  the  men. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  see  the  youth  of 
ten  drawing  and  puffing  away  at  his  cigar  or  ciga- 
rette, with  as  much  cleverness  as  an  adult.  Yet, 
how  strange  it  seems  that  young  people  will  allow 
habit  of  using  tobacco  to  fasten  itself  upon 
i!  Day  after  day  they  go  on,  little  thinking 
how  much  they  will  regret  their  folly  in  after  years, 
until  at  last  it  has  become  a  fixed  habit,  and  now 
and  then  one  is  heard  to  say:  "  I  wish  I  had  never 
begun  using  tobacco."  Young  man,  why  don't 
you  stop?  Some  will  say:  "Well,  I  have  tried  to 
quit,  but  I  can't  do  it."  They  will  go  on,  year 
after  year,  using  the  useless  weed,  that  is  filthy, 
expensive,  and  very  often  the  cause  of  diseases  of 
the  brain  and  other  parts  of  the  body. 

How  often  do  we  see  young  men,  while  in  the 
company  of  young  ladies,  puffing  away  on  a  half- 
consumed  cigar,  not  even  thinking  whether  the 
smoke  may  be  offensive  to  them  or  not.  We  see 
another  young  man,  with  a  cigarette  in  his  mouth, 
elbowing  his  way  through  a  crowded  street,  and  at 
the  same  time  puffing  that  offensive  smoke  in  the 
faces  of  ladies,  who  abhor  the  odor  from  ciga- 
rette smoke.  No  refined  gentleman,  if  he  must 
use  tobacco,  will  use  it  in  the  presence  of  ladies. 

There  is  a  remedy  that,  if  applied  with  a  deter- 
mination, will  cure  most  any  habit,  and  it  is 
QUIT,— just  quit.  In  fact  it  is  the  only  way  to 
quit. 

Habit,  is  like  a  spider  web;  at  first  it  is  like  the 
slender  fibres  which  become  wrapped  about  the 
victim,  and  may  be  easily  broken  at  first,  but,  as 
the  habit  is  continued,  the  fibres  become  stronger, 
and  more  firmly  attached,  until  the  victim  finds 
himself   entwined,   and   the   habit   is    firmly  fixed 


upon  him. 

Millions  of  dollars  are  spent  annually  for  whis- 
ky and  tobacco.     If  this  vast  amount   of  money 


pha 


ed  for  benevolent  purposes,  such  as  or- 
1  homes,  hospitals,  etc.,  what  a  different  world 
light    have!     Free    educational    institutions 


Duld  be 
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very  land,  and  the  destitute 


wid- 


nd 


our  country  could  be   abun- 
dantly supplied  with  the  money  that  is  spent 
intoxicating  liquor  and  tobacco,  that  pollute 
degenerate  the  human  race. 
Monelt.Mo.  £ 
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V.r,i  l.>  GENERAL  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee,  Mount 
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THE  SAVIOR'S  CALL. 

BY  B.  GRAFMILER. 

'TWAS  long  ago,  when  Jesus  dwelt 

Upon  this  earth  of  ours, 
He  walked  among  its  waving  fields, 

Amid  its  blushing  flowers; 
And  then  those  gentle  words  He  spoke 

So  kindly,  lovingly  — 
"  Let  all  the  heavy-laden  ones 

And  weary,  come  to  me," 
Some  heard  the  call  and  came  to  him 

With  weary,  heavy  heart, 
And  never  did  a  single  one 

Uncomibrted  depart; 
One  touched  His  garment  in  the  crowd, 

And  found  a  balsam  there; 
One  washed  His  feet  with  joyful  tears, 

And  wiped  them  with  her  hair. 
Not  e'en  the  thief  upon  the  cross 

Was  turned  unheard  away, 
For  Jesus  said,  "  Thou'lt  be  with  me 
■    In  Paradise  to-day." 
And  in  the  ages  that  have  passed 

Since  Jesus  went  to  heaven, 
Many  in  tears  have  come  to  Him, 

And  each  has  been  forgiven. 
And  now,  although  we  may  not  see 

The  Savior's  beauteous  face, 
Nor  hear  His  voice  until  we  leave 

Our  earthly  dwelling-place, 
Yet  if  we  love  Him  here  awhile, 

And  serve  Him  till  we  die, 

We  shall  at  last  go  up  and  dwell 

With  Him  above  the  sky. 

Portland,  hid.       _  ^   

BAPTISMS  IN  INDIA. 


com- 
commenc- 


It  is  no  child's  play  to  carry  on  missionary 
work  in  India,  as  any  one  may  see  by  reading  the 
following  clipped  from  the  Bombay  Guardian.  It 
was  written  by  a  Baptist  missionary,  and  we  give 
it  that  our  readers  may  learn  something  of  the  ob- 
stacles that  must  be  overcome,  even  after  a  few 
have  been  persuaded  to  accept  Christ.  The  writer, 
Mr.  E.  M.  Gordon  says: 

"  For  about  six  weeks  past  we  have  been  much 
interested  in  two  young  men  who  seemed  to  be  near 
the  kingdom  of  God;  besides  these  two  there  was  a 
man  with  his  wife,  relatives  of  one  of  the  Chris- 
tians, who  had  expressed  a  wish  to  be  baptized  and 
had  broken  caste.  One  of  the  young  men  above 
mentioned,  Lokai  by  name,  repeatedly  declared 
that  he  would  be  baptized  in  a  month,  and  he  con- 
fessed Christ  before  all  his  village  people  so  that 
they  called  him  Isai,  and  tried  to  shame  him. 

"  On  June  2,  the  sermon  in  Hindu,  delivered  at 
the  Mission  bungalow,  was  from  the  words,  'What 
doth  hinder  me  to  be  baptized?'  and  the  answer 
to  this  question.  Immediately  after  the  service, 
while  the  congregation  was  dispersing,  one  of  the 
Christians  told  me  that  the  afore-mentioned  man 
and  wife  desired  baptism.  I  called  together  the 
people  and  questioned  the  couple,  who  seemed 
clear  as  to  their  belief;  their  son  joined  in  with 
them,  and  notwithstanding  our  desire  to  delay  his 
baptism,  declared  that  he  would  confess  Christ 
along  with  his  parents.  Before  retiring  for  a 
change  of  garments,  I  gave  an  invitation  to  all 
present  to  seize  this  opportunity  of  making  known 
their  belief.  On  my  return  the  young  man  Lokai, 
already  mentioned,  the  one  who  was  known  as  an 
Isai,  said  to  me  of  his  own  accord,  '  Sahib  main  bhi 
dubleunga'  ('I  also  will  be  baptized.')  This  was 
said  without  any  persuasion  on  our  part.  We  all 
marched  to  the  river,  and  one  after  the  other, 
these  four  persons  were  '  buried  with  him  in  bap- 
tism.' Songs  of  praise  arose  from  the  Christians 
on  the  banks,  and  we  returned  to  the  bungalow. 


GLORIFYING  GOD. 

"The  relations  of  the  young  man  Lokai,  imme- 
diately on  hearing  of  his  baptism,  prejudiced  his 
wife  against  him  and  would   not  allow  him  to  see 
his   two-year-old  boy.     They    also   persuaded    the 
wife  to  say  that  she  would  seek  another  husband. 
The  four    baptisms   took   place  June  2.    All  that 
week  the  husband  could  not  get  near  his  wife.     His 
pie  would   not  let  him   enter  his   house.     He 
i  living  with  one  of  the  Christians  on  th 
pound.     Things  looked  dark,  an 
ing  to  fear   that  he  would  never  regain  his  wife, 
but   the  matter  was  remembered  in   prayer  daily. 
The  husband  had  reason  to  believe  that  if  he  could 
once  get  his  wife's  hearing  he  could  persuade  her 
to  join   him.    Sunday   morning   came,   exactly    a 
week   since   his   baptism.     The    women     from    his 
village  have  to  pass  the  bungalow  in  order  to  fetch 
water  from  the  river.     The  Christian  husband  kept 
his  eyes  open,  and  seeing  his  wife  going  with  other 
women  for  water,  he  way-laid  her.  and  seizing  her 
arm,  tried  to  drag  her  to  the  compound.     She  pro-  | 
j  tested  and  sat   on   the  ground.    Nothing  daunted 
this   chivalrous    husband,    lifted    his  wife    bodily 
I  in  his  arms,  and  carrying  her  to  one  of  the  empty 
rooms   on    the    compound,  placed  her  under  lock 
and  key.     He  then  came  to  me  with  beaming  face 
and  described  everything.     My  sense  of  propriety 
was  considerably  hurt;  I  would  have  told  him  to 
let  her  go;   but  there  seemed  no  alternative,  and 
this   was  the   only   way   in  which  he  could  get  a 
hearing.    After  an  hour  or  so  the  woman  was  vis- 
ited by  Christian  women,  who,  together  with  her 
husband,  soon  persuaded  her  to  cook  her  food  and 
eat   with   her   partner.     By   the   evening  she    was 
quite  at  home  and  came  to  evening  prayers.    The 
child  is  still  with  relatives. 

"  I  have  mentioned  that  along  with    Lokai   was 
another  man,  his  name  was  Visahu,  and  he  helped 
teaching  a  small  day  school.     He  also  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  be  baptized,  but  greatly  feared 
father,   mother,   brothers   and   sisters,    all    of 
,m    loved   him    dearly,     ft  seemed  to  me  that 
man  would  never  be  able  to  separate  himself 
from  his  family,  for  I   had  known  him   for  three 
years,  and  he  always  mentioned  his  people  as  the 
hindrance.     When  the  four  persons  were  baptized 
June   2,   he   seemed   much    inclined    to    yield    to 
Christ,  but  he  was  undecided,  and  I  feared  that  he 
had  lost  his  last  opportunity.     But  it  was 


The  invitation  was  given  and  Visahu  confessed  be= 
fore  the  congregation  that  he  believed  on 

CHRIST  THE  SON  OF  GOD. 


ALL  FOR  THE  BEST. 


"  During  the  week  we  continued  to  instruct  him 
as  to  his  supreme  duty  to  Christ,  and  on  Thurs- 
day night  at  eight  o'clock,  he  came  to  me  with  two 
of  the  Christians  who  had  pressed  him  to  be  bap- 
tized immediately.  I  dislike  night  baptisms,  and 
in  this  case  particularly  objected,  as  the  man  had 
not  told  his  relations  of  his  intention.  Next  day 
all  his  village  people  had  heard  of  his  intention 
and  they  did  their  best  to  dissuade  him.  They 
tried  to  prevent  his  coming  to  the  bungalow, 
but  he  persisted  in  coming,  and  Sunday  even- 
ing, June  9,  was  fixed  as  the  time  for  baptism. 

"We  greatly  feared  he  would  give  in  at  the  last 
moment,  but  it  seemed  good  for  him  to  stand  the 
test.  All  day  Sunday  the  relations  pleaded  with 
him,  they  sent  for  the  head  man  of  the  village,  and 
all  the  influential  persons  they  could  think  of,  but 
it  seemed  of  no  avail.  Sunday  they  would  not  let 
him  come  near  me.  In  the  afternoon  while  we 
Christians  prayed  at  the  bungalow,  we  could  hear 
women's  voices  abusing  this  man,  and  urging  him 
not  to  be  baptized.  The  time  for  evening  service 
arrived,  and  the  bell  rang  out  louder  and  longer 
than  usual,  so  that  Visahu  in  his  village  might 
know  the  time  appointed  had  arrived.  Then  we 
had  an  anxious  time.  Would  he  -come?  Would 
he  keep  his  appointment  to  confess  Christ,  or  had 
the  pleadings  of  father  and  mother  prevailed  over 
those  of  the  Spirit?  We  had  reached  the  second 
hymn  in  the  service,  our  hearts  failed,  but  even 
while  we  prayed,  Visahu,  who  had  slipped  out  of 
his  village  entered  the  room  and  seated  himself 
near  the  Christians.  A  short  address  was  given 
from  the  text,  "  If  any  man  would  follow  Me,"  etc. 


"  As  we  were  on  the  way  to  the  river  his  gray- 
haired  mother  rushed  up  to  us  frantically,  and, 
seizing  her  son  by  the  neck,  she  declared  that  she 
would  die  before  she  allowed  him  to  be  baptized. 
Persuading  her  to  relieve  him  was  of  no  avail, 
She  abused  us  all  round  as  a  heathen  woman  alone 
can  abuse.  Her  son  tried  to  free  himself  from  her 
grasp  and  rush  to  the  river,  It  was  of  no  use;  she 
held  him  tightly,  and  his  clothes  were  torn  in  his 
attempts  to  escape.  I  had  to  keep  oft  the  en- 
raged relatives  and  tell  them  to  leave  son  and 
mother  to  deal  with  each  other.  It  was  truly  a 
terrible  scene;  I  hope  never  to  witness  another  sim- 
ilar scene.  The  poor  woman  was  frantic.  The 
crowd  by  this  time  had  increased  to  about  a  hun- 
dred persons.  There  seemed  no  way  of  freeing 
the  son  from  the  mother,  she  simply  would  not  let 
him  go,  and  we  were  fully  half  an  hour  over  this 
whole  affair— while  the  people  were  scolding, 
persuading,  abusing,  shouting  like  every  Indian 
crowd.  I  asked  Visahu  in  a  loud  voice  to  declare 
whether  he  would  go  to  the  river  or  to  his  home. 
He  replied, 'To  the  river.'  The  people  were  then 
called  upon  to  witness  that  what  he  did  was  volun- 
tary; sending  for  a  glass  of  water  I  sipped  it,  and 
held  the  glass  to  his  mouth, 

HE  DRANK  AND  OUT-CASTED  HIMSELF. 

"The  effect  was  magical.  'It's  done,'  the  peo- 
ple cried,  '  It's  done.'  The  woman  snatched  at 
her  son's  kanti,  or  necklace  of  beads,  and  broke  it; 
this  is  done  only  to  a  corpse.  She  then  struck 
her  son  on  the  face,  pulled  his  hair,  spat  on  him, 
and,  crying  and  weeping  in  a  loud  voice,  threw  her- 
self on  the  ground,  and  rolled  over  and  over  again 
in  the  dust.  We  hurried  to  the  river,  and  after  a 
short  prayer,  Visahu  was  baptized.  As  we  '  went 
up  straightway  out  of  the  water,'  the  mother  met 
igain,  and  taking  up  handsful  of  wet  sand,  flung 
m  into  the  poor  man's  face.  He  bore  it  all 
dout  word  or  protest.  Never  before  did  I  see 
the  force  of  Christ's  words  that  a  man  must  hate 
father  and  mother  when  they  come  between  him 
and  his  God.  The  abuse  we  have  had  is  in- 
describable,—volumes  of  abuse,  and  it  is  declared 
that  both  Visahu  and  I  will  die  within  six  months. 
The  brother  has  threatened  to  burn  the  bungalow, 
and  we  had  to  shut  doors  and  windows  to  keep 
out  the  enraged  relations  who  paraded  the  veran- 
dahs, shouting  and  crying  frantically.  But  this 
will  all  subside,  and  in  due  time  it  may  be  these 
very  people  will  be  led  to  believe  on  Christ. 

"These  new  Christians  must  be  upheld  by 
prayer  in  the  future,  as  they  have  been  upheld  in 
the  past.  They  must  be  taught  to  keep  their  eyes 
on  Christ  and  not  to  look  to  man,  and  we  are  con- 
fident of  this  very  thing,  that  he  which  hath  begun 
a  good  work  in  them  will  perform  it  unto  the  day 
of  Jesus  Christ.  To  him  we  look  for  strength  and 
guidance,  to  him  be  all  the  glory!" 


BIBLE  BURNINO  IN  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

-''While  popish  priests  appear  so  smooth  and 
sweet  in  Protestant  countries,  it  is  well  to  see  just 
what  they  are,  where  they  have  power  to  do  as 
they  please.  In  South  America,  where  most  of  the 
land  has  been  Rome-ruled  four  hundred  years,  a 
priest  ordered  seizure  of  the  Bibles  of  a-  colporter. 
The  officer  who  took  the  books  said  to  the  col- 
porter, "Come  with  me  and  deliver  into  my  hands 
all  the  books  you  have  with  you,  because  I  in- 
tend to  burn  them  in  the  market-place,  and  if  you 
make  any  trouble  I'll  burn  you  with  them."  The 
poor  man.  being  alone,  delivered  up  the  books,— 
forty-seven  Bibles,  fifty  Testaments  and  one  hun- 
dred Gospels.  These  were  carried  to  the  market- 
place, where  they  were  saturated  with  coal-oil  and 
burned.— Indian  Watchman. 

"A  preacher  never  makes  any  headway  when  he 
tries  to  run,heretieal  trucks  on  an  orthodox  track, 
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Two  feasts  were  held  near  the  Mount  last  week, 
one  in  the  Pine  Creek  church  and  the  other  at  West 
Branch.  Both  of  the  meetings  were  largely  attend- 
ed, and  proved  a  spiritual  feast  to  those  in  attend- 
ance. At  the  former,  Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff  offici- 
ated, and  Bro.  Edmund  Forney  at  the  latter.  The 
ministerial  force  at  both  meetings  was  ample. 


Enoch  Eby,  Dnnlcl  Hays.  W.  R.  Dcel 
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Bko.  D.  M.  Miller  writes  a  very  encouraging  let- 
ter from  Rock  Falls,  Wisconsin,  where,  in  company 
with  Bro.  Jacob  Delp,  he  did  considerable  preach- 
ing. He  expects  to  remain  several  weeks.  He 
speaks  very  highly  of  Bro.  Delp  as  an  evangelist, 
and  thinks  that  he  should  be  retained  in  that  field 
all  the  while. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  June  37,  1896. 

The  financial  report  of  the  late  Annual   Meeting 
•comes  out  much  sooner  than  was  expected.     It 
■be  found  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


The  Brethren's  church,  at  Batavia,  111.,  is  to  bt 
■dedicated  July  12.  A  general  invitation  is  extend 
■ed  to  those  desiring  to  be  present. 


Bro.  J.  G.  Rover  has  just  returned  from  Wad- 
•dam's  Grove,  111.,  where  he  spent  two  weeks  in  a 
series  of  meetings  at  the  Chelsea  house.  He  is 
now  preaching  at  West  Branch. 


Some  days  prior  to  the  Annual  Meeting,  thou 
sands  of  tracts  were  distributed  in  the  City  of  Ot 
tawa,  Kans.  They  have  given  rise  to  many  inqui- 
ries likely  to  result  in  great  good. 


In  Arkansas  there  are  six  small  churches  with 
out  an  elder.  They  were  under  the  care  of  Bro. 
James  R.  Gish.  It  seems  to  us  that  every  reasona- 
ble effort  should  be  made  to  give  them  a  judicious 
elder  who  will  watch  over  them  with  care.  See 
Bro.  D.  L.  Forney's  report  in  this  issue. 


For  some  reason  the  notice  of  the  feast  at  Dou- 
ble Pipe  Creek,  Md„  did  not  appear  in  the  Messen- 
ger, still  the  brethren  report  an  excellent  meeting, 
J-ne  .3.  A  number  of  visiting  ministers  were 
present,  and  the  occasion  was  well  improved,  to  the 
education  and  instruction  of  all  in  attendance. 

BRO.WM.C.HlPESisengageTin  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings  in  the  Pleasant  Prairie  church 
Iowa  and  reports  six  accessions.  This  is  another 
proof  that  good  meetings  may  be  held  during  the 
summer  months.  Let  us  have  more  of  such  meet- 
ings. The  services  should  not  be  long  enough  to 
weary  the  people,  the  sermon  short  ana  full  of  in 
terest,  and  the  songs  inspiring.  We  again  say,  Let 
us  have  more  of  these  summer  meetings. 

The  Cushing  (OkUOAWcTTays:  "The  Breth- 
ren, or  Dunkers,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cushing,  have  a 
very  commendable  move  on  foot  which  not  onlv  re 
fleets  great  credit  on  themselves  but  sets  an  exam- 
ple:  which  other  religious  denominations  would  do 
well  to  imitate.  They  propose  to  build  a  church 
and  wtth  that  end  in  view  have  planted  twenty-five 
acres  of  cotton  which  ts  being  cultivated  and  will 
be  ptcked  and  marketed  by  these  people  and  the 
proceeds  used  in  the  construction  of  the  edifice. 
If  God  helps  those  who  help  themselves  he  will 
surely  recognize  and  bless  the  efforts  of  those  who 

Gosper^  'n  manner' t0  establish  his 


Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  reports  an  excellent  love  feast 
n  Chicago  last  Sunday  evening.  The  attendance 
was  the  largest  yet  known  in  the  history  of  the 
church  in  that  city,  and  the  interest  all  that  could 
be  expected.  Two  were  received  by  confession 
and  baptism,  and  others  are  contemplating  the 
change.  Bro.  P.  D.  Fahrney,  of  Frederick,  Md., 
was  present.  Several  members  from  Naperville, 
Illinois,  were  also  in  attendance.  Bro.  Lahman 
speaks  very  encouragingly  of  sister  Howe's  work  in 
the  Children's  Mission  at  660  South  Ashland  Ave. 
Regular  services  are  held  each  Sunday  morning 
and  evening  at  the  church,  183  Hastings  Street. 

A  practical  illustration  of  how  God  answers  his 
people's  prayers  comes  from  Wisconsin:  "Our 
church  was  at  last  finished,  but  we  had  no  organ, 
and  did  not  see  any  possible  way  of  raising  money 
except  through  the  ladies  of  the  Sewing  Society. 
But  we  made  it  a  subject  of  prayer,  remembering 
the  Lord's  promise  to  those  who  ask  in  faith. 
Not  many  days  after,  as  I  was  entering  the  post- 
office,  a  good  old  man  stepped  out  and  stopped 
me,  saying,  '  Good  evening!  You  are  just  the  man 
I  want  to  see;  here  is  a  check  for  Sioo  to  be  used  in 
your  new  church  building.' "  So  says  one  of  our 
exchanges,  which  has  more  zeal  than  Gospel  judg- 
ment. Since  the  New  Testament  does  most  clear- 
ly set  forth  the  fact,  that  singing  should  be  done 
with  the  spirit  and  with  the  understanding  (1  Cor. 
14:  15),  we  may  justly  doubt  whether  the  answer- 
ing of  such  prayers  should  be  attributed  to  the 
Lord.  We  can  understand  why  the  Master  should 
help  us  to  the  things  that  are  needful  and  essential 
to  worship,  but  we  fail  to  see  why  he  should  give 
or  be  the  means  of  helping  us  to  that  which  serves' 
no  real  purpose  in  our  religious  duties. 

QLIMPSES  FROM  THE  WINDOW. 


{Continued.) 
'TIS  morning.  The  night  is  gone,  and,  though 
we  were  rushed  along  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an 
hour,  no  harm  befell  us.  The  early  morning  sun 
came  brightly  in  through  the  window,  reminding  us 
that  a  new  day  had  begun.  The  first  thing  that  at- 
tracted our  attention  was  the  apparent  lack  of  har- 
mony between  the  farms  and  farmhouses.  In  the 
East  we  look  for,  and  generally  have,  what  we  call 
a  correspondence  between  the  farms  and  the  homes 
of  the  farmers.  Good  farmhouses  and  barns  indi- 
cate farmland  correspondingly  productive,  and 
poor,  thin  farmland  means  buildings  of  similar  con 
ditions.  Here  it  was  not  so.  Fine  farms  and 
fields  with   waving  grain,  coloring  for  the  reaper, 

dotted  over  with  small,  unDaintpd    „„„    »         i_ 

...      ,     ,  '  u"painted,  one  story  hous- 

while  the  barns  and  other  outbuildings  were  of 

most    ordinary    character.    Just     why     these 

things  shou  d  so  appear,  puzzled  us,  and  we  have 

not   yet   solved   the   apparent    lack    of    harmony 

There   is,   what   is  commonly  called,   a  fitness    of 

things,  but  this  looked  to  us   as  a  misfit.     When 

Dart  I'm       ,  1         °n'y  '°  mSke  mone*  the  be«er 
home    , it     C  rCmainS  Unde™'°Ped.   home  and 
home  attractions  are  lost  sight  of  and  we  see  ltu 
manity  tn  its  worst  and  most  degraded  form 
While  traveling  i„  the  East,  one  of  ,he      { 
missed  most  was  the  home-life  in  Ihe  countfy,  or 

the  farmhomes.    Here  the  fwmhomen  are  largely 
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in  villages,  which,  in  our  way  of  thin^bcTTT^ 
much  of  the  real  comforts  of  the  regular  farm! 
life.     But  a  home  on  the  farm  that  is  not  a  h*""* 
must  be  far  more  undesirable.  rae 

Appearances  may  deceive,  but  yet  it  js 
thing  for  the  true  home  life  to  thrive  in  dilapidat^ 
houses,   surrounded   by   broken-down    fences  *    1 
flowerless  yards.     Christianity  develops  a  tast 
the  beautiful,  and  where  this  taste  is,  there  rnusl 
be  something  on  which  it  can  feed.     Farms,  nak 
and  primitive,  bonds,  horses  and  tools  will  make^ 
very  undesirable  heaven,  and  if  we  enjoy  nothi 
nore  here,  why  should  we  look  for  more  or  diff"g 
ont  over  there?     Heaven  beyond  will  be  a  m  If 
plied  continuation  of  our  highest  and  best  living 
here,   and  nowhere  can  that  be  better  developed 
than  in  the  Christian  home.     Hence,  when  we  see 
broken-down,  unkept,  thriftless  and  shiftless-look 
ing  homes,  we  put  it  down  that  the  same  kind  of 
Christianity  lives  there. 

Early  in  the  morning  while  our  coach  was  stand- 
ing in  Cincinnati  depot,  we  noticed  a  number  of 
brethren  and  sisters  walking  by,  evidently  looking 
for  a  place  in  the  train  that  was  soon  to  pass  out 
and  westward  It  was  the  searching  look  and 
facial  expression  of  concern  that  attracted  our  at- 
tention. To  get  the  right  train,  a  suitable  coach, 
and  be  sure  they  were  not  mistaken  was  the  anx- 
ious concern  of  their  search.  The  thought  came  to 
us.  Why  this  concern— this  searching  look?  They 
had  an  objective  point  in  view  and  a  time  set  to 
reach  it.  A  number  of  trains  were  ready  to  start 
out  from  this  same  point,  but  only  one  of  them  go- 
ing to  the  place  where  they  wished  to  go,  at  least, 
over  which  their  tickets  were  good  for  passage. 
Hence,  the  importance  of  getting  on  the  right  train 
at  the  right  time. 

We  don't  need  to  wonder  at  the  anxious  faces 
and  searching  looks  when  we  consider  what 
means.  As  we  looked,  the  thought  came  to 
Are  we  not  all  on  a  journey  with  an  objective  pomt 
in  view?  And  should  we  not,  too,  show  the  anxious 
expression  and  the  searching  look?  To  make  a 
mistake  means  either  not  to  get  there  at  all,  or  to 
be  too  late,  and  find  the  door  forever  closed.  It  is 
right  that  we  should  be  anxious  and  concerned 
about  getting  to  our  destinations  in  this  life/  but  it 
is  a  thousand  times  more  important  that  we  be  con- 
cerned and  make  no  mistake  about  the  way  and 
time  of  reaching  our  heavenly  home.  The  first 
will  be  a  present  loss,  but  the  last,  an  eternal  loss. 

As  we  passed  through  the  wayside  towns,  we 
noticed  many  empty  houses  with  broken  win- 
dows, but  apparently  full  of  well-patronized  sa- 
loons. Do  you  ever  think  that  the  one  necessarily 
means  the  other?  Full  and  well-patronized  sa- 
loons bring,  as  their  legitimate  fruits,  ill-furnished 
and  broken-windowed  houses,— worse  still,— brok- 
en-hearted wives  and  haggard,  ill-fed  and  scantily- 
clothed  children.  The  terrible  habit  of  drinking 
onsumes  much  and  leaves  nothing  except  misery, 
and  the  fruits  of  sin.  Why  should  saloons 
thrive  when  it  is  certain  that  poverty  must  follow? 
Righteousness  exalteth  a  people,  but  sin  brings  a 
blighting  curse.    Truly  so! 

One  of  the  peculiarly  interesting  things  -we  saw, 
while  passing  through  Southern  Illinois,  was  a 
small  post-office,  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  feet 
square,  standing  alone  on  the  green,  very  promi- 
nently labeled  "Post-Office."  It  was  a  viUage 
post-office,  and,  though  small,  the  most  prominent 
building  in  it,  because  of  its  position  and  surround- 
ings. Though  small  and  seemingly  insignificant, 
yet  we  were  made  to  think  what  it  meant  to  that 
community.  How  many  precious  messages  passed 
through  it  into  the  hands  of  waiting  and  anxious 
ones.  The  white-robed  messengers  were  just  as 
precious  to  those  who  received  them,  coming 
through  this  quaint  little  office  as  though  they  had 
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come  through  a  large  one  of  cut  stone  and  brown 
While  the  medium  through  which  our 
;ome  have  some  relation  to  the  thing  itself, 
yet  that  relation  is  so  only  relatively,  and  affects  it 
as  a  sermon  is  affected  to  us  by  the  peculiarities  or 
habits  of  the  preacher.  If  we  are  true  to  the  deep 
wants  of  our  souls,  the  sermon  to  us  is  as  little  af- 
fected by  the  medium  through  which  it  comes  as  is 
the  letter  we  receive,  by  the  office  from  which  we 
To  how  many  of  us  is  this  true?  Think  of 
s  next  Sunday  morning  before  starting  to  church. 
We  don't  wish  to  make  this  thought  too  sweeping, 
as  we  are  expected  to  do  our  hearing  with  eyes  op- 
en, and  no  minister  of  God  has  a  right  to  detract 
from  the  force  of  the  message  of  truth,  because  of 
uncouth  appearance  or  slovenly  habits.  Every 
prophet  of  the  Lord  should  "show"  himself  in 
harmony  with  the  message  he  delivers, — labor  to 
make  it  as  attractive  as  possible.  H.  b.  b. 
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EDITORIAL  GLEANINGS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Twenty-Five. 

TEMPLES  AND  IDOLS  EVERYWHERE. 

If,  after  visiting  Benares,  you  were  asked  to  de- 
scribe the  city  in  a  few  words,  you  would  say, 
"Temples  and  idols  everywhere,"  and  your  answer 
would  be  true  to  the  situation.  India  is  preemi- 
nently the  land  of  idols  and  Benares  is  the  very 
heart  and  centre  of  the  vast  system  of  Hindu  idol 
worship.  As  you  walk  about  the  city  you  see  tem- 
ples and  idols,  and  idols  and  temples,  until  you  be- 
come satiated  with  the  sight  and  are  glad  to  get 
away  from  it  all. 

You  leave  the  temples  and  wander  aimlessly 
about  the  streets  of  the  old  city  and  you  see  row 
after  row  of  shops  or  stores  where  idols  of  all 
kinds  and  sorts  are  offered  for  sale,  and  you  are 
Vnet  by  peddler  after  peddler  with  their  baskets  full 
}pt  little  images,  inviting  you  to  inspect  and  buy. 
-JYou  will  see  the  potter  forming  the  shapeless  mass 
of  clay  into  a  hideous  image  of  some  one  of  the 
most  popular  gods;  the  carpenter  sawing  and  cut- 
ting and  carving  on  some  great  idol,  presently  to  be 
set  up  and  worshiped  in  one  of  the  temples;  the 
sculptor  shaping  marble  figures  with  mallet  and 
chisel  for  household  gods;  the  brass  worker  pour- 
ing molten  metal  into  the  moulds,  to  be  taken  out, 
when  cold,  in  the  form  of  little  gods  which  the  na- 
tives buy  for  a  few  pennies  each;  and  the  gold- 
smith, skilled  in  his  art,  turning  the  precious  met- 
als into  idols  for  the  rich,  and  you  are  again  ready 
to  say,  "  Idols,  idols  everywhere." 

But  the  images,  as  they  come  from  the  hand  of 
the  maker,  are  nothing  more  than  common  clay, 
wood,  or  metal.  Before  they  are  worshiped  they 
must  be  blessed  by  the  Brahmin  priest.  This  is 
known  as  the  life-giving  ceremony  and  is  consid- 
ered as  a  very  solemn  affair.  After  the  idol  has 
received  the  supposed  life  of  the  god  it  was  made 
to  represent,  at  the  hands  of  the  priest,  it  becomes 
holy  to  the  idol-worshiper  and  must  never  be  ap- 
proached without  due  form  and  ceremony,  By 
this  ceremony  it  becomes  an  object  of  great  rever- 
ence. If,  after  the  idol  has  been  blessed  by  the 
priest,  it  should  be  touched  by  an  unclean  person  it 
can  no  longer  be  worshiped  but  must  be  replaced 
by  another. 

It  has  been  said  that  England  not  only  sends 
missionaries  to  India  but  many  idols  as  well.  It  is 
also  stated  that  the  brass  founders  at  Birmingham 
make  a  specialty  of  manufacturing  idols.  Pool,  in 
referring  to  these  charges,  says:  "  I  have  heard  it 
whispered  in  more  than  one  quarter  that  many  of 
the  idols  that  are  worshiped  in  India  are  manufac- 
tured in  England;  but  I  would  fain  believe  that  the 
rePort  is  not  correct,  for  I  do  not  like  to  think  ill 
of  my  countrymen."     Another  reliable  author  says, 

"  I  strongly  suspect  that  many  of  'he  idols  offered 


for  sale  are  of  Engl: 

rently  reported  that  Birmingham  exports  an  im- 
mensely large  proportion  of  the  idols  of  Hindus- 
tan, and  finds  them  a  profitable  speculation." 

Like  Pool  we  were  not  disposed  to  credit  this  re- 
port about  his  countrymen;  we  are  not  quick  to  ac- 
cept an  evil  report  and  it  was  hard  for  us  to  be- 
lieve such  a  report  about  any  people.  If  India  will 
have  idols  to  worship,  surely  no  nation  calling  itself 
Christian  should  supply  the  demand.  But  later  we 
had  the  evidence  of  a  witness  whom  we  could  not 
doubt,  and  with  shame  it  must  be  said  that  the  re- 
port is  too  true.  Miss  Brittan,  now  of  Yokohama, 
Japan,  who  spent  twenty  years  as  a  missionary  in 
India,  gave  us  the  following  statement.  She  visited 
Birmingham,  England,  some  years  ago  with  friends 
and  relatives.  One  of  these  held  a  prominent  po- 
sition in  one  of  the  brass  foundries,  and  with  him 
she  visited  the  works.  He  took  her  into  one  of 
the  finishing  rooms,  where,  using  her  own  lan- 
guage, "  I  saw  thousands  and  thousands  of  brass 
images  of  Krishna,  Ganesa,  Vishnu,  Parvatti  and 
other  Hindu  idols.  These  were  being  finished  and 
packed  ready  for  shipment  to  India." 

The  fact  set  forth  in  the  preceding  paragraph  is 
a  most  humiliating  one,  but  it  is  only  another  evi- 
dence that  men  can  always  be  found  to  do  anything 
for  money.  The  inordinate  thirst  for  gold  is  the 
curse  of  the  world  to-day.  After  all  it  is  only  fit- 
ting that  the  Christian  (?)  nation  which  forced 
opium  upon  the  Chinese  at  the  point  of  the  bayon- 
et, against  the  most  earnest  appeals  and  protests  of 
the  heathen  Emperor,  who  sought  to  save  his  peo- 
ple from  the  terrible  effects  of  the  deadly  drug, 
should  manufacture  and  ship  idols  to  India.  But 
England  is  not  the  only  transgressor.  Of  like 
character  is  the  shipping  of  rum  and  whiskey  into 
the  newly-opened  territory  of  Africa.  It  is  a  start- 
ling commentary  upon  the  principles  and  morals 
of  the  age  in  which  we  live  when  a  heathen  chief 
protests  against  the  distillers  and  whiskey-sellers 
of  the  United  States  shipping  their  poison  into  his 
country  to  degrade  his  people. 

The  sins  of  nations  are  as  surely  to  be  punished 
as  are  the  sins  of  individuals.  A  people  may  sacri- 
fice the  eternal  principles  of  right  for  accidental  as- 
sociation and  for  present  gain;  the  strong  may,  for 
a  time,  triumph  over  the  weak,  wrong  may  rule  for 
a  season,  but  in  the  end  sin  must  be  expiated. 
England  is  filling  for  herself  a  vial  of  wrath  which 
will  one  day  burst  and  bring  upon  her  a  swift  and 
terrible  retribution,  and  our  own  country  is  condon- 
ing sin  and  receiving  stores  of  gold  from  the  whis- 
key traffic,  bedewed  with  the  tears  of  widows  and 
orphans,  and  red  with  the  blood  of  murder.  But 
the  day  of  reckoning  is  sure  to  come.  Surely  we 
have  not  forgotten  the  curse  and  blight  that  fell 
upon  us  because  of  the  national  sin  of  human  slav- 
ery. The  dark  blot  was  not  obliterated  until  it  had 
been  deluged  with  the  best  blood  of  our  people. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  "  righteousness  ex- 
alteth  a  nation;  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  peo- 
ple." National  sins  will  not  go  unpunished.  The 
mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly  but  they  grind  ex- 
ceeding fine. 

Our   readers   will   pardon    this    digression, 
case  is  one  that  cannot  be  dismissed  lightly. 

We  continued  our  walks  about  the  city  until  we 
grew  weary  of  temples  and  idols  and,  lest  our  read- 
ers experience  the  same  condition,  we  limit  our  de- 
scription to  but  several  of  the  numerous  places  vis- 
ited. 

The  "golden  temple,"  dedicated  to  the  poison 
god,  is  so  called  because  one  of  its  domes  is  gilded 
with  gold.  The  interior  presented,  what  seemed  to 
us  to  be,  only  a  very  poorly-arranged  cow-stable. 
It  was  reeking  with  filth,  for  a  number  of  sacred  ox- 
en and  cows  were  stalled  in  the  main  room,  where 
we  could  not  have  gone  had  we  desired  to  do  so, 

lest  our  feet  would  desecrate  the  holy  pavement, 


As  it  was  we  not  only  had  no  desire  to  tread  upon 
the  filth,  but  were  glad  to  escape  from  the  stench  of 
the  place  which  was  simply  overpowering  to  our 
untrained  olfactory  nerves.  The  Brahmins,  we  are 
told,  enjoy  the  odor  and  declare  it  to  be  the  sweet- 
est fragrance.  During  our  hasty  visit  to  the  temple 
we  observed  that  it  was  crowded  with  idols  on  every 
side.  The  cows  and  the  idols  and  the  priests  had 
the  place  to  themselves,  and  we  bade  them  wel- 
come to  it. 

Near  the  golden  temple  is  the  famous  Gyan  Kup7 
or  well  of'  knowledge,  in  which  every  orthodox 
Hindu  believes  that  the  god  Siva  dwells.  The 
pavement  surrounding  the  well  is  by  no  means 
pleasant,  but  the  well  itself  is  simply  a  fetid  pool, 
emitting  a  fearful  smell,  caused  by  the  decaying 
flowers  that  are  thrown  into  it  by  worshipers. 
There  is  a  cloth  spread  over  the  mouth  of  the  well, 
resting  upon  a  grating,  but  there  are  several  large 
rents  in  the  cloth  and  the  flowers  are  continually 
dropping  through  into  the  water.  The  stench  and 
the  filth  drove  us  away,  and  we  look  to  another  for 
a  description:  "  The  worshipers  also  throw  water 
into  the  well,  and  as  they  are  not  careful  how  they 
throw  it,  the  pavement  is  one  vast  puddle  and  the 
clothing  of  their  fellow-votaries  is  in  a  dripping 
state."  The  platform  is  thronged  by  men  and 
women,  and  the  horrible  din  of  gongs  and  voices 
deafens  the  visitor.  Crowds  of  fresh  pilgrims  are 
constantly  arriving,  and  as  numbers  of  cows  are 
mixed  up  in  the  throng,  and  must  be  treated  with 
great  consideration,  the  jostling  is  something  ter- 
rific."    And  all  this  because  it  is  handed  down  as  a 


the  golden  temple 


order  to  save  the  idol, 
nee  then  it  has  been  con- 
nost  sacred  places  in  Be- 

a  temple,  to  which  we 


The 


tradition,  that  at  one  tim 
destroyed  and  a  priest,  i 
threw  it  into  this  well.  ! 
sidered  as  one  among  tht 
nares. 

Not  far  from  the  well 
can  only  briefly  refer  without  entering  into  details. 
The  carvings  in  stone  are  so  vulgarly  indecent  that 
even  the  slighest  reference  to  them  is  questiona- 
ble. Oh  the  depth  of  the  vilcness  and  depravity  to 
which  idolatry  can  sink  men  made  in  the  likeness 
and  image  of  God!  And  yet  there  arc  men  who 
talk  about  the  good  to  be  found  in  this  great  sys- 
tem of  idolatry.  At  the  Congress  of  Religions,  held 
in  Chicago,  these  base  features  of  Hinduism  were 
never  even  hinted  at.  It  is  not  fair  to  condemn 
any  system  of  morals,  ethics  or  religion  by  what 
some  of  its  followers  may  do,  but  we  have  a  perfect 
right  to  judge  it  by  its  own  teachings.  And  when 
the  temples  of  worship  become  brothels,  and  vice 
and  sin  are  called  virtues,  we  have  a  right  to  con- 
demn the  entire  system. 

A  brief  description  of  the  temple  of  Durga,  and 
we  shall  have  done  with  Benares.  It  is  known  as 
the  monkey  temple  because  a  large  number  of 
these  mischievous  animals  are  quartered  and  fed  in 
the  building.  The  sacred  character  of  the  mon- 
keys gives  them  special  favor  in  the  sight  of  the 
Hindus.  Durga  is  the  terrible  form 
Shiva,  and  as  she  is  said  to  delight  i 
is  sacrificed  before  the  idol  occasio 
ticed  the  blood  of  the  sacrifice  i 
before  the  shrine  of  the  idol.  As 
the  place,  about  two  dozen  monkeys  came  trooping 
out  to  meet  us.  At  the  same  time  a  priest  came 
with  a  large  plate  full  of  food  for  the  animals,  which 
he  distributed  among  the  visitors,  who  were  expect- 
ed to  feed  the  animals  and  then  pay  for  the  privi- 
lege. They  were  fed  and  amused  the  visitors  for 
some  time  with  their  antics.  The  Hindus  actually 
worship  these  chattering,  antic-loving  creatun 
garding  them  as  living  gods  and  goddesses, 
urday  is  a  day  especially  set  apart  for  the  worship 
of  the  monkeys.  Nothing  aside  from  the  animals, 
worthy  of  note,  was  seen,  save  the  hideous  idol 
daubed  with  red  ochre,  seated  in  a  shrine  within 

the  portals  of  the  temple.  p-  i-  "• 
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>  HOME  ♦  AND  *  FAMILY *~~- 


THINKING  OP  MOTHER. 


l'VB  been  thinking.  Tom,  of  long  ago; 
Been  gazing  down  the  vista  dim, 
Of  by-gone  years. 

And  there  have  seen,  as  in  a  dream, 
Our  home,  where  you  and  I  were  born, 
Just  as  it  looked  in  early  morn, 
When  the  dew  lit  up  the  grass  so  green, 
And  the  sun  just  rising  threw  a  sheen 
On  the  hedge-rows  'long  the  shady  lane. 
The  birds  awakened  from  sweet  repose, 
From  their  fragrant  orchard  nests  arose, 
And  out  in  the  meadows  our  merry  feet. 
Waded  the  clover,  tender  and  sweet. 
Driving  the  cows  through  the  grass  and  dew, 
How  well  I  remember, 
Say!  Tom,  don't  you? 
But  the  dearest  part  of  the  picture  fair, 
Where  the  brightest  light  like  a  halo  lies, 
Is  a  face  wreathed  round  with  soft  brown  hair, 
And  a  pair  of  tenderesl,  thoughtful  eyes, 
No  more  precious  to  the  halls  ol  art, 
The  Madonna,  than  tbis  face  to  my  heart. 
Hanging  to-day.  in  memory's  hall 
How  many  sweet  thoughts  doth  it  recalll 
I  know  you  remember  mother's  eyes, 
How  their  light  made  one  think  of  summer  skies,     , 
And  her  hair  as  smowth  as  satin  bands, 
And  her  tireless,  busy,  loving  hands 
That  mended  our  jackets  and  dried  our  tears,— 
Can't  you  see  them,  Tom,  through  the  mist  of  years? 
And,  Tom,  while  I  sit  writing  to  you 
With  head  far  whiter  than  hers  lived  to  be, 
It  seems  that  a  touch  of  those  loving  hands 
Would  boyish  joy  bring  back  to  me. 
But  her  hair  was  smoothed  for  the  last,  last  time 
Into  folds  like  satin  bands, 
And  the  clouds  floated  over  the  summer  skies. 
We'd  seen  so  long  in  our  mother's  eyes, 
And  the  hands  that  for  us  had  known  no  rest 
Were  folded  across  the  gentle  breast, 
And  our  young  lives  were  left  that  day 
Like  roses,  their  fragrance  all  stolen  away. 
But  I  believe  through  all  these  years. 
Those  eyes  have  watched  our  smiles  and  tears. 
And  I  know  that  there  in  the  Heavenly  Land, 
She  is  beckoning  to  us  with  angel  hand. 
So,  dear  old  Tom, 
I  am  writing  to  you, 

Whose  heart  to  that  mother  I  know  is  true; 
Come  away  from  the  wine-cup's  poisonous  snare; 
Let  us  try  together  to  meet  her  there, 
To  look  once  more  with  loving  eyes 
On  the  face  that  shines  in  Paradise— 
And  feel  the  touch  of  the  beckoning  hand 
That  longs  to  greet  us  in  that  Heavenly  Land, 
And  find  together  a  home  above, 
Where  we  may  know  a  mother's  love. 
Plattsburg,  Mo. 

QL1MPSES  OF  HEAVEN. 


BY  FANNIE  MORROW. 

Heaven  is  spoken  of  in  the  Bible  as  the  dwelling 
place  of  God,  and  from  time  to  time  he  has  given, 
unto  dwellers  upon  this  earth,  glimpses  ol  that  bet- 
ter land.  The  Patriarch  Jacob  once  had  a  vision  of 
a  ladder  reaching  from  earth  to  heaven,  with  an- 
gels ascending  and  descending  upon  it,  which  won- 
derful sight  caused  him  to  exclaim,  "This  is  none 
other  but  the  house  of  God.  This  is  the  gate  of 
of  heaven."  King  David  must  have  had  a  glimpse 
when  he  said,  "  In  thy  presence  is  fullness  of  joy, 
and  at  thy  right  hand  are  pleasures  forevermore." 

Mortal  eye  hath  never  looked  upon  the  glorious 
things  of  heaven.  Mortal  ear  never  heard  its 
music;  but  unto  the  soul  renewed  by  grace  the 
Spirit  doth  reveal  some  of  the  riches  of  heavenly 
things.  We  read  that  the  valiant  Stephen,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  looked  up  steadfastly  into  heaven 
and  saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  on 
the  right  hand  of  God. 

What  an  encouragement  this  must  have  been  to 
his  saintly  soul  just  before  he  suffered  a  cruel 
death!  The  Revelator  John  being  in  the  Spirit  on 
the  Isle  of  Patmos,  saw  glorious  visions  of  the  city 
which  needs  not  the  light  of  the  sun  nor  moon,  for 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  doth  lighten  it;  and  there  is 
no   night   there,    neither   any   pain   nor   grief    nor 


cause  for  tears.  All  the  grandeur  that  the  great 
mind  of  God  can  conceive,  and  all  the  good  that 
the  love  of  God  can  command  is  in  store  for  the 
finally  faithful.  This  thought  alone  is  a  glimpse  of 
heaven.  Love  controls  every  item  that  brings 
true  happiness  to  man  or  that  prepares  man  for 
happiness. 

A  precious  manifestation  of  the  dear  Father  s 
love  was  experienced  in  our  late  Annual  Meeting. 
Kindred  spirits,  aflame  with  the  love  of  Jesus,  truly 
had  some  "  Glimpses  of  Heaven."  Never  shall  we 
forget  our  Bible  lessons  the  first  week.  Light  and 
love  shone  clearly  upon  the  sacred  page,  and  for 
fourteen  days  we  surely  lived  in  Beulah  Land.  I 
received  many  warm  greetings  as  a  contributor  to 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  Many  dear  brethren  and 
sisters,  whom  I  never  met  before,  expressed  their 
minds  freely.  Some  said,  "  I  have  read  your  arti- 
cles ever  since  I  was  a  little  girl."  "I  feel  ac- 
quainted with  you  long  since."  "  I  have  often  de- 
sired this  privilege  of  seeing  you  face  to  face,  and 
speaking  with  you."  All  of  this  and  much  more  I 
could  give  that  was  cheering  and  encouraging,  be- 
cause it  revealed  to  me  more  fully  the  truth  that 
we  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  while  we  en- 
joyed the  natural  beauties  of  Forest  Park,  we 
enjoyed  more  the  sitting  together  in  heaven- 
ly places  in  Christ  Jesus,  while  we  communed  to- 
gether and  feasted  on  Heavenly  Manna.  I  thank 
God  for  the  gift  of  memory  which  enables  me  in 
the  times  of  separation  to  recall  many  pleasant 
faces  and  love-lit  eyes. 

May  the  God  of  peace  richly  bless  each  dear  one 
gone  from  us!  Let  us  labor  on  a  little  longer  in 
hope  and  confidence  that,  some  bright  day,  we  may 
enjoy  the  full  fruition  of  that  which  is  to  us  now 
only  a  glimpse  of  heaven. 
Ottawa,  Kans. 

••  A  BASKET  OF  SUMMER  FRUIT."— Amos  8:  2. 


BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 

What  a  beautiful  picture  Amos  saw,  when  the 
Lord  spoke  to  him  about  Israel's  end!  We  all 
know  how  the  luscious  strawberries,  cherries,  rasp- 
berries, blackberries,  peaches,  plums,  pears,  ap- 
ples, etc.,  look  when  summertime  is  here!  The  Bi- 
ble might  be  spoken  about  as  a  basket  containing 
such  priceless  sayings.  In  Proverbs  25:  11,  we 
read,  "  A  word  fitly  spoken  is  like  apples  of  gold  in 
pictures  of  silver."  The  prophet  Isaiah,  in  16:  9, 
says:  "  I  will  water  thee  with  tears,  O  Heshbon 
and  Elealeh,  for  the  shouting  for  thy  summer  fruits 
and  for  thy  harvest  is  fallen."  Solomon  says,  "  For 
lo,  the  winter  is  past,  the  rain  is  over  and  gone; 
the  flowers  appear  on  the  earth;  the  time  of  the 
singing  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle 
is  heard  in  our  land.  The  fig  tree  putteth  forth  her 
green  fig,  and  the  vines  with  the  tender  grape  give 
a  good  smell."  Psalm  23  is  a  comforting  picture  by 
itself.  "The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not 
want."  A  golden  clasp  for  our  bracelet  of  match- 
less worth  are  Christ's  sayings,  "  Come  unto  me,  all 
ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  will  give 
you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of 
me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and  ye  shall 
find  rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy, 
and  my  burden  is  light."  Matt.  1 1 :  28-30. 
Middletown,  Pa. 

A  SCRUB-WOMAN'S  SERMON. 

When  one  finds  a  good  thing  he  enjoys  passing 
it  to  others.  The  following  pleased  Bro.  J.  S.  Moh- 
ler  so  well  that  he  sends  it  to  us  for  publication. 
After  reading  it,  we  thought,  Who  cannot  be  a 
preacher?  All  of  the  theology  may  not  be  strictly 
orthodox,  but  the  spirit  has  the  right  ring  about  it. 
— Ed. 

"  Please,  sah,  dar  am  a  quah-looking  pusson  at 
the  doah  who  wants  to  see  you.  She  says  her 
name  is  Sophie,  and  dat  she  am  a  preacher." 

In  the  hall  I  found  the  "  quah  pusson."  As  I  ad- 
vanced, she  smiled,  and  all  her  face  joined  in  as  she 
said  with  strong, German  accent,  "  Oh,  brutter,  at 


last  I  haf  got  here.  I  hear  you  tell  of  your  njght 
mishener  (missionary)  work,  und  I  say,  'Father 
let  me  go  see  this  brutter.'  To-day  he  said' 
'  Sophie,  you  make  fifty  cents  yesterday;  now  go' 
you  down  und  gif  that  for  the  work,  und  preach  to 
the  brutter.'  '  But,  Father,  I  haf  no  sermon.'  Fa- 
ther said,  "  You  walk  down  und  gif  him  the  car 
fare,  und  I  gif  you  the  sermon  on  the  way,'  s0 
here  I  vas,  und  here  is  the  money." 

I  hardly  knew  what  to  think  of  her.  She  had 
walked  three  miles,  and  given  one  day's  wages  to 
the  cause.  I  felt  if  she  preached  as  well  as  she 
practiced,  I  should  like  to  hear  her;  so  I  invited 
her  in. 

"Yes,"  she  continued,  "  I  vas  called  to  scrub  und 
preach.  I  vas  a  borned  preacher,  und  as  I  vas 
poor,  I  learned  to  work.  I  do  good  work,  und  can 
be  trusted,  so  the  people  vants  me,  but  if  they  haf 
me,  they  must  haf  the  preach  also.  No  preach,  no 
work:  so  I  scrub  as  unto  the  Lord,  and  preach  to 
all  in  the  house.  Where  do  I  belong?  I  belong  to  ( 
Jesus,  und  I  trusts  God  for  all.  When  I  am  out  of  \ 
work,  I  tell  Father.  He  is  the  best  employment  \ 
office;  you  don't  haf  to  pay,  nor  wait;  he  sends  it 
right  away. 

"I  once  went  into  a. minister's  family.  I  vas 
tried  there,  sure.  Why,  brutter,  they  talk  about  re- 
forming the  drunkard.  I  think  the  best  thing  they 
could  do  vas  to  reform  the  Christian.  There  are  so 
many  blue,  mouldy  Christians;  cemetery  Christians 
I  call  them.  They  sits  weeping  and  wailing  on 
tombstones;  they  nefer  gets  out  into  the  resurrec- 
tion lite  of  Christ.  We  worships  not  a  dead  but  a 
risen  Savior;  und  yet  so  many  stop  at  the  cross, 
satisfied  with  their  sins  pardoned,  when  they  should 
press  on  to  companionship  with  the  risen  Lord. 

"  Well,  this  minister  was  like  that.  Father  used 
me  to  bring  him  out  into  the  light.  One  day  he 
said,  '  Sophie,  how  can  I  get  the  power  in  my  ser- 
mons you  get  in  your  prayer-meeting  experience?  " 
"  '  Oh,  that's  easy;  you  practice  your  sermon  a 
week  before  you  preach  it.  I  mean,  you  live  what 
you  preach  for  a  week,  then  fire  low,  and  you  hit 
some  one  sure.  Your  sermons  stick  by  the  wall, 
you  fire  so  high,' 

"  '  Sophie,'  said  he,  '  you  are  always  so  full,  while 
I  am  starved.' 

"  'That's  your  own  fault;  go  to  the  table,— that's 
full;  help  yourself.' 

"'Oh  Sophie,' he  says,  'I  wish  I  had  your  pa- 
tience and  humility.' 

11 '  Well,'  I  said,  '  you  can't  borrow  from  me,  I  haf 
none  to  spare;  but  if  you  read  your  Testament 
right,  you  get  it.' 

"  '  What  do  you  mean?  I  do  read  it  right;  I  read 
in  Greek  and  English.' 

"  '  But  brutter  you  don't  read  it  right.  Brutter 
Paul  says,  '  Glory  in  tribulations;'  now  g-l-o-r-y 
don't  spell  growl,— glory,  not  growl, — yet  when  trial 
comes  you  growl  like  a  dog  over  a  bone,  If  you 
want  patience,  glory  in  tribulation:  und  Paul  says 
that '  tribulation  worketh  patience  (that's  the  way 
to  get  it);  und  patience,  experience;  und  experi- 
ence, hope;  und  hope  maketh  not  ashamed.'  See 
how  you  go  up  those  steps  into  a  better  experience, 
when  you  take  the  first  step  und  glory  instead  of 
growl.  Und  about  humility— Peter  says,  'Be 
clothed  with  humility;'  you  don't  need  to  go  to  any 
of  the  clothing  stores,  for  they  don't  keep  it;  but 
instead  of  looking  unviously  at  me,  go  ask  Father 
for  a  suit  of  humility  for  yourself.  He  will  clothe 
you;  he  is  no  suspector  of  persons.' 

"  '  Well,'  said  he,  '  Sophie,  I  dress  poorly,  while 
you  dress  very  well  for  a  scrub-woman.    How 
you  afford  it?' 

"'lam  the  child  of  the  King,  und  he  P"""'^ 
durable  clothing.    When  I  wants  anything  I  te^ 
Father  I  want  so-und-so,  und  if  it  vas  good  for  " 
I  always  get  it.     Sometimes  Father  say,  'Tha 
no  good  for  you,  Sophie.     It  don't  do  to  g«  c 
dren  all  they  cry  for.'  a 

"  For  twelve  years  I  pray,  '  O  Father,  make  m 
foreign  mishener;    I  want  to  go  to  foreign  la 
und  preach.'     One  day  I  pray  that,  und  Father^/' 
'  Sophie,  stop!    Where  were  you  borned?^ 
many,  Father.'     '  Where  are  you  now  ?  ' 
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already? ' 
o  lives  on 
family  of  Swedes.' 
other  floor  above  them?'  'Why, 
""  gwitzers;  und  in  the  rear  house  are  Italians; 
S°da  block  away  some  Chinese.'  '  Now  you  nev- 
Ul1  d  a  word  to  these  people  about  my  Son.  Do 
"  think  1  will  send  you  thousands  of  miles  away 
y°Uhe  foreigner  and  heathen,  when  you've  got 
aU  around,  und  you  nefer  care  enough  about 
them  to  speak  to  them  about  their  souls?' 

•Well,  I  went  to  work  at  once;  und  I  find  if  we 
,  what  1S  at  our  hand,  he  will  give  us  more.  I  had 
money  saved  up,  und  I  learn  if  I  gif  a  few 
hilars  I  could  send  a  boy  to  school  in  Japan.  I  do 
"  und  now  he  is  a  mishener  among  his  own  people. 
'"One  day  I  heard  about  the  colored  people 
d0,vn  South.  Well,  Father  said,  '  Sophie,  you  can 
ive  to  that,  sure;'  but  I  vas  stingy-like,  I  felt  bad, 
„„d  Father  seemed  to  say,  '  All  you  haf  I  gif  you, 
and  you  won't  gif  a  little  back.'  I  feel  worser,  un- 
til I  go  to  the  minister  und  gif  him  enough  to  set  a 
woman  to  teach;  und  now  I  haf  a  woman  teaching 
for  me  down  South.  So  I  vas  in  Japan,  down 
South,  und  here  in  New  York,  preaching  in  three 
places.  I  tell  you,  brutter,  it  vas  a  precious  thing 
to  work  for  Jesus." 

I  felt  just  then  very  small  indeed,  and  as  I  looked 
at  her  I  lost  sight  of  her  odd  appearance,  and  saw 
her  only  as  the  King's  daughter.  Here  was  this 
woman  working,  witnessing  for  Christ,  earning  only 
a  trifle,  yet  denying  herself,  educating  a  mission- 
ary, and  sending  a  teacher  to  the  South.  What  a 
rebuke  to  many  of  us! 

"  How  do  you  live,  and  yet  have  so  much  to  give 
away?  "  I  asked. 

"Oh,  I  live  plain;  my  clothes  cost  mc  nufhn 
much.  '  I  only  haf  one  small  room;  that  is  all  I 
vant  here,  but,  praise  God,  I  haf  a  mansion  in  heav- 


'  Don't  Peter  hold  the  keys?  '  I  told  her  I  did  not 
care  who  held  the  keys,  that  Jesus  said,  '  I  am  the 
door;  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in  he  shall  be  saved; ' 
und  as  I  had  the  open  door,  I  did  not  care  who  had 
the  keys.  It  is  precious  to  have  Jesus  only,  und  to 
live  for  him.  But  now  I  must  go,  brutter.  I  will 
come  again  if  Father  will  let  me." 

I  saw  her  to  the  door,  bade  hergood-by,  returned 
to  my  room,  and  thanked  God  for  the  sermon  to 
which  I  had  listened.  I  had  been  sitting  in  heav- 
enly places  in  Christ  Jesus.  There  was  about  the 
plain  scrub-woman  an  atmosphere  of  heaven  that 
seemed  to  lift  me  into  closer  relationship  to  God 

ly  Father. 
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"  In  the  mornink  I  always  get  down  the  Bible.  I 
I  call  it  my  love-letter  from  Father.  Sometimes  he 
scolds  a  little  in  the  letter,  but  it  vas  for  '  reproof 
Lnfa  correction,'  und  we  need  that  sometimes.  One 
fnbrnink  I  opened  to  the  prayer,  'Our  Father 
which  vas  in  heaven,'  und  I  says,  '  O  Father,  I 
know  that  by  heart;  gif  me  something  fresh.' 
That  mornink  I  had  no  money  to  get  breakfast, 
but  I  did  not  worry.  I  thought  I  gets  my  break- 
fast where  I  vas  to  work,  but  they  vas  all  through 
when  I  got  there.  I  say,  '  Nefer  mind;  I  wait  till 
dinner.'  Before  dinner  the  woman  goes  out  und 
forgets  all  about  me— so  no  dinner.  I  got  through 
early,  und  I  vas  so  hungry  I  go  home  ready  to  cry, 
und  I  say,  '  Father,  how  is  this?  You  say  you  nef- 
er leave  me,  but  I  work  all  day  without  anything 
to  eat,'  und  I  began  to  complain.  'Look  here, 
Sophie,'  said  Father,  almost  speaking  to  my  soul 
plain,  'look  here,  this  mornink  you  read  in  my 
Book,  und  when  you  comes  to  the  daily  prayer 
where  it  says,  Gif  me  this  day  my  daily  bread,  you 
don't  read  it;  you  say,  Gif  me  something  fresh.  Is 
that  stale?  Because  these  things  come,  you  forget 
to  be  thankful.  At  once  I  see  where  I  sin,  und 
gets  down  quick,  und  say,  '  Father,  forgif  me;  gif 
me  this  day  my  daily  bread,  for  thy  child  is  hun- 

gfy-' 

"When  I  got  off  my  knees  there  came  a  knock, 
und  my  landlady  vas  there  with  some  biscuits. 
She  said,  I  thought  you  were  tired  und  you  might 
not  like  to  get  supper,  so  I  brought  these  in.' 
Then  I  thankee  Father  und  began  to  shout. 

"  I  tell  you,  brutter,  we  so  quick  forget  those  ev- 
eryday blessings  what  come  right  along.  So  many 
peoples  nefer  are  polite  enough  to  say  '  Thank  you ' 
l°  God  for  the  hundred  of  everyday  gifts.  The 
landlady's  husband  heard  me  shouting,  und  came 
UP.  And  he  is  an  infiddle,  but  he  vas  touched 
when  I  told  him  the  answer  to  my  prayers. 

"  The  woman  vas  a  Catholic,  und  she  says,  '  So- 
Phie,  you  always  praise  Jesus,  und  talk  about  Je- 
sus. Why  you  nefer  talk  about  the  blessed  Virgin? 
'  Ptay  to  her,  und  expect  to  see  her  in  heaven.'  I 
'old  her  if  she  ever  expected  to  see  the  mother  of 
'"us,  she  must  first  get  acquainted  with  the  Son, 
or  she  would    nefer   get  into   heaven.r_She  said, 


yandstate.    Be  brief.    Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
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From  Arkansas  City,  Kans. 

After  Conference  closed,  wife  and  I  left  Otta- 
wa, westward  bound.  We  first  went  to  Bluff  City, 
Harper  County,  Kans.,  and  spent  one  week  visiting 
Mary  Crossman  and  family.  She  is  a  sister  in  the 
flesh  and  also  a  sister  in  the  church.  We  had  a 
few  meetings  in  the  City. 

From  there  we  went  to  the  above-named  place 
and  spent  a  few  days  visiting  Bro.  John  Master- 
son  and  family,  who  are  residing  in  the  City 
and  are  all  members  of  the  church.  We  had 
some  meetings  in  this  City,  and  had  the 
pleasure  ol  meeting  with  Eld.  William  Sell,  who 
has  charge  of  the  members  at  this  place.  Bro. 
Masterson  took  us  down  into  the  Indian  Territory, 
to  visit  the  Chilloco  Indian  College.  Twenty-six 
tribes  are  represented  in  the  school  by  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  pupils,  ranging  from  about 
six  to  twenty  years  old.  In  a  little  more  than  a 
week  the  graduating  exercises  will  begin.  During 
this  time  the  parents  of  the  students  will  be 
camped  around  the  college  buildings  in  their  Indi- 
an tents.  Persons  who  have  never  visited  a  school 
of  this  kind  will  find  themselves  well  paid  by  tak- 
ing it  in.  Ministering  brethren  passing  this  way 
will  find  a  welcome  in  the  family  of  Bro.  Master- 
son  and  will  have  an  opportunity  to  sow  Gospel 
seed  in  this  beautifully-situated  city  of  the  West, 
with  a  population  of  six  thousand. 

H.  R.  Taylor. 
Deep  River,  Iowa,  June  13. 


between  three  and  four  hundred  at  the  tables. 
A  feast  of  love  it  seemed  to  be,  as  every  one 
seemed  to  be  inspired  to  a  higher  degree  of  per- 
fection.    Many  said  it  was  a  good  meeting. 

During  the  afternoon  the  church  was  called  to- 
gether and  instructions  were  given  concerning  the 
qualifications  of  a  deacon,  as  there  were  two  breth- 
ren to  be  chosen  for  the  work.  The  election  was 
held  in  the  evening. 

Next  forenoon  the  choice  was  made  known,  and 
our  much  esteemed  brethren,  John  F.  Shoemaker 
and  Jacob  L.  Minnich  were  called  to  the  work. 
We  hope  the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  labors! 

The  visiting  ministers  were  brethren  L.  W.  Teet- 
er, D.  F.  Hoover,  Howard  Beagle,  Job  Mahoney,  and 
Levi  Winklebleck.     The  meetings  were  continued 
.  „  Sunday  by  Bro.  L.  W.  Teeter.    We  had  a  ser- 
on  at  10  o'clock  to  the  aged,  at  3  o'clock  a  chil- 
ren's    meeting.     A   collection  was  taken  for  the 
lission,  amounting  to  $14.65.     We  had  a  sermon  at 
8  o'clock  to  the  young  people. 

Calvin  W.  Hooke. 
Stockport,  Ind.,June  15. 


From  Lostlne  Prairie,  Ore. 


I  left  Klamath  Falls  (where  I  had  started  a 
Sunday  school),  as  I  promised  to  be  here  by  June 
1.  I  am  sorry  that  I  had  to  leave  that  point,  but 
I  hope  all  is  for  the  better.  A  Congregational 
preacher  came  there  with  charts  and  quarterlies, 
so  I  did  not  present  our  Quarterlies  till  the  school 
tried  the  others.  Then  I  showed  the  school  the 
many  advantages  to  be  found  in  our  Quarterlies, 
in  the  way  of  questions,  how  much  easier  they  may 
be  answered,  and  other  admirable  features.  All 
agreed  to  send  for  the  Juvenile  Quarterly,  papers 
and  cards,  as  these  are  much  cheaper  and  better 
than  outside  helps. 

The  people  at  Klamath  Falls  were  loth  to  see 
me  leave.  I  also  regretted  to  go,  as  there  are  no 
Brethren  nearer  than  fifty  miles.  Those  people 
like  the  Brethren's  doctrine,  and  were  much  in- 
terested in  the  tracts  I  gave  them.  I  send  the 
Messenger  to  them  and  they  have  promised  to 
read  it  and  hand  it  to  their  neighbors. 

J.  M.  Van  Horn. 

Junes.  _^_ 

From  the  Misslsslnewa  Church,  Delaware  County,  Ind. 

As  had  been  previously  announced,  the  brethren, 
sisters  and  friends  met  at  our  Union  Grove  house 
June  12  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  for  services  prior  to  our  love 
feast,  which  began  at  6:  30.  Bro.  David  F.  Hoov- 
er, of  Sulphur  Springs,  Ind.,  officiated.    There  were 


From  Centralis,  Wash. 

A  call  for  holding  meetings  in  Oysterville,  Pa- 
cific County,  led  the  writer  to  that  place,  where  we 
were  welcomed  by  Bro.  M.  E.  Andrews  and  family. 
We  at  once  commenced  meetings  that  continued 
for  eleven  days  with  good  interest.  Two  dear 
souls  came  to  Christ  and  were  baptized.  There 
re  now  six  members  living  in  and  near  Oyster- 
.ille.  Bro.  M.  E.  Andrews  is  working  for  the  Mas- 
ter by  holding  four  meetings  a  month.  He  is  also 
scattering  tracts  and  Messengers  that  surely  will 
bring  fruit  for  eternity.  Pacific  County,  Wash., 
furnishes  an  open  field  to  earnest  workers,  where 
there  are  no  famines  or  cyclones.  Will  not  some 
of  our  eastern  brethren  come  West  and  give  the 
Bread  of  Life  to  the  dying  sons  of  Adam?  Yes, 
work  for  the  Master  and  be  rich  in  eternity! 

Geo.  C.  Carl, 

June  10.  

The  South  as  a  Missionary  Field. 

We  occasionally  meet  persons  in  the  Northern 
States  who  have  never  heard  of  the  Brethren.  The 
reverse  is  true  in  the  South.  We  only  occasional!}! 
meet  a  person,  generally  from  the  North,  however, 
who  knows  something  about  us.  One  might  easily 
start  at  the  Atlantic  on  the  east  coast  of  Georgia, 
and  travel  westward  a  thousand  or  even  two  thou- 
sand miles,  and  inquire  of  everybody  without  meet- 
ing a  single  person  who  knows  there  is  such  a 
church  as  ours.  We  need  a  vast  army  of  workers 
to  create  oases  in  this  great  spiritual  desert. 

There  seems,  to  us,  no  room  to  doubt  the  future 
of  the  Brethren  church  in  the  South.  The  people 
are  conservative.  Not  only  is  this  true  of  them  as 
business  people,  but  with  reference  to  religion. 
While  they  are  active  in  thought,  they  are  not 
quick  to  drop  one  thing  until  they  are  duly  con- 
vinced that  another  is  better.  They  must  see  with 
their  own  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  own  ears,  and 
not  those  of  another.  This  is  wisdom.  It  is  not 
lack  of  confidence  in  the  words  of  another,  but  a 
knowledge  of  the  liability  of  the  human  mind  to 
err.  Those  who  are  easily  led  in  are  frequently 
easily  led  out.  The  work  must,  therefore,  neces- 
sarily take  time. 

Besides,  the  people  are  already  religious,  a  far 
greater  percent  of  them  belonging  to  church  than 
in  the  North.  In  fact  the  church  is  popular,  and  it 
is  considered  a  sort  of  disgrace  not  to  belong  to 
some  church  organization.  And  as  secrecy  has 
full  sway,  almost  every  head  of  a  family  being  con- 
nected with  some  secret  order,  proselyting  is  not 
easily  accomplished.  The  best  plan,  as  we  can  see 
it,  is  to  organize  churches  of  the  Brethren  who  em- 
igrate South,  establish  Sunday  schools,  and  gain 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  young  people. 
Make  them  feel  our  genuine  religion  and  acquaint 
them  with  our  doctrine  while  yet  young.  Get  the 
children. 

And  in  some  particulars  the  doctrine  of  the 
Brethren  does  not  need   thuch  teaching  to  be  ac 
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cepted.  The  Methodist  church,  South,  the  strong- 
est, I  think,  in  point  of  numbers,  discourages  the 
holding  of  suppers,  festivals  and  like  devices  for 
raising  money  for  church  work.  Only  recently  a 
Ladies'  Aid  Society,  by  mean":  of  an  ice-cream  sup- 
per, raised  a  considerable  amount  of  money  at  this 
town,  and  tendered  it  to  the  Methodists  to  aid  in 
repairing  their  church,  but  it  was  refused,  and  the 
required  amount  was  raised  properly. 

Then  the  South,  as  a  missionary  field,  is  accessi- 
ble, a  pleasant  place  to  live,  and  while,  naturally, 
the  people  require  some  study,  from  the  Northern 
man's  point  of  view,  yet  the  problem  is  insignifi- 
cant, when  compared  with  those  we  meet  when  go- 
ing into  foreign  fields.  I  felt  glad  and  much  en- 
couraged to  meet,  at  Annual  Meeting,  a  number  of 
brethren  who  were  native  -  born  Southern  men. 
Some  were  on  the  Standing  Committee  and  a  credit 
to  its  work,  too.  The  Southern  missionary  field 
will  bear  study.  N.  R,  Bakek. 

Citronelle,  Ala. 

From  Eld.  Samuel  Murray. 

My  health  has  not  been  very  good  for  two  weeks, 
but  is  now  a  little  "better.  Ever  since  I  heard  of 
Bro.  John  Metzger's  death  I  have  thought  of  him 
every  day  and  night.  I  thought  of  our  boyhood 
days,— of  our  associations  and  enjoyments  together 
in  those  early  days.  Soon  after  he  was  married  he 
moved  to  Indiana  when  the  country  was  quite  new 
and  when  there  were  very  few  members  and  no 
preachers.  When  he  was  put  to  the  ministry  he 
found  plenty  of  work  and  plenty  of  room  to  work 
in.  So  we  did  not  meet  often  till  I  moved  to  Indi- 
ana. Then  we  met  again  and  often  enjoyed  our- 
selves together,  but  in  a  different  way  from  what  we 
did  in  our  younger  days.  It  was  now  spiritual  and 
lasting.  We  labored  much  together  and  it  was  al- 
ways pleasant. 

I  met  Bro.  John  last  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at 
Muncie,  Ind.  After  a  short  talk  with  him  and  his 
dear  wife,  who  is  now  a  widow  again,  he  said, 
"  Bro.  Sam,  you  ought  to  go  to  California;  you 
would  live  much  longer."  I  told  him  I  was  old 
and  did  not  care  to  live  much  longer.  I  thought 
my  work  was  about  done.  I  could  not  do  much 
any  more.  Now  he  is  gone  and  I  am  left.  It  may 
be  that  the  Lord  has  something  for  me  to  do.  I 
do  not  know.  When  I  think  of  the  very  many 
ministering  brethren  that  I  used  to  labor  with, 
much  younger  than  1,  who  are  now  gone,  it  makes 
me  say  with  Paul,  "I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered 
and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course, 
I  have  kept  the  faith:  henceforth  there  is  laid  up 
for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day,  and 
not  to  me  only,  but  to  all  them  also  that  love  his 
appearing." 

I  sometimes  wonder  whether  there  is  any  minis- 
ter in  our  church  older  than  I.  If  any  one  knows 
of  an  older  minister  in  our  church  than  the  writer, 
1  wish  some  one  would  let  me  know  who  he  is  and 
where  he  resides.  I  am  in  my  ninety-first  year 
since  the  first  day  of  last  April. 

„    .  Samuel  Murray. 

Mexico,  Ind. 

From  Wisconsin. 

I  did  not  know  who  the  Mission  Board  of  North- 
ern Illinois  had  sent  to  this  district  (Chippewa 
Valley)  until  1  arrived  (May  23);  then  I  learned 
Bro.  Jacob  Delp  would  be  here  a  week  later.  I 
held  a  week's  meetings  in  their  meetinghouse  until 
Bro.  Delp  arrived.  We  continued  until  the  evening 
of  June  14.  The  feast  was  the  13th.  Over  sixty 
members  communed.  We  had  the  best  of  order 
and  attention,  but  no  lights  were  needed.  The 
days  at  this  season  are  longer  here  than  in  Illinois. 
We  closed  the  services  about  eight  o'clock.  We 
had  council-meeting  June  6.  There  were  five  appli- 
cants May  30.  One  was  reclaimed  at  the  feast.  A 
man  and  wife  were  restored.  These  two  were  from 
the  church  over  fourteen  years.  They  withdrew 
when  disorder  existed  heie.  but  retained  their  in- 


tegrity and  were  well  thought  of.  When  I  visited 
them,  I  found  they  had  no  money  to  buy  clothes 
to  attend  meetings,  but  wished  to  be  again  in  fel- 
lowship. So  Bro.  Delp  and  I  walked  over.  I  gave 
them  $5  to  get  clothes.  They  would  not  take  it  as 
a  gift,  but  on  condition  that  they  might  pay 
it  back  again  as  soon  as  they  are  able.  There  was 
joy  in  the  family  of  God  when  they  returned. 
Some,  who  had  returned  previously,  were  especially 
elated.  Bro.  Delp  returned  home  yesterday,  the 
15th.  I  am  staying  until  harvest,  several  weeks 
later.  We  visited  from  house  to  house.  The  whole 
community  is  roused  up,  a  religious  feeling  is  felt 
everywhere.  Four  have  been  baptized  and  three 
reclaimed.  There  are  some  applicants  and  a  num- 
ber intend  to  unite  with  the  church  between  now 
and  the  fall  love  feast,  which  will  be  before  Octo- 
ber. I  am  now  about  nine  miles  from  the  meeting- 
house. 

This  church  has  a  number  of  intelligent  young 
members,  sorrje  of  them  school-teachers.  Bro.  H. 
C.  Baker,  their  elder,  has  the  confidence  of  the 
members  and  outsiders.  They  yield  a  powerful  in- 
fluence and  have  a  bright  future.  It  was  their  de- 
sire I  should  be  with  them.  They  had  very  little 
help  from  Illinois,  since  the  fall  of  '93,  when  wife 
and  I  were  here.  Last  winter  Henry  C.  Baker  held 
a  series  of  meetings  by  request  of  his  church,  and 
ten  were  baptized  and  one  restored,  with  ten  more 
applicants.  There  was  opposition  inside  to  the 
membership  of  some  applicants.  I  was  acquainted 
with  the  objections  and  we  got  them  removed. 
Bro.  Delp  is  the  man  for  this  Wisconsin  field.  He 
takes  well  and  his  counsel  is  good.  He  is  mild,  yet 
firm.  He  comes  down  on  a  level  with  the  poor. 
Bro.  Delp  will  devote  the  rest  of  his  days  to  the 
mission  work  and  we  need  him.      D.  M.  Miller. 

Rock  Falls,   Wis.,  JuTie  16. 


From  Palestine,  Ark. 


Our  lovefeast,  held  May  30,  was  well  attended. 
We  intended  to  hold  it  in  the  grove,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  rain,  it  was  arranged  for  in  Bro.  Sloniker's 
mill.  Quite  a  number  enjoyed  the  meeting  with  us 
for  the  first  time,  as  participants,  while  others  wit- 
nessed it  for  the  first  time. 

The  absence  of  our  elder  and  counselor,— Bro. 
Gish, — was  keenly  felt,  as  well  as  his  words  of  com- 
fort and  warning  which  we  were  wont  to  hear  on 
such  occasions.  Bro.  Charles  Delp,  of  Carlisle,  was 
present  and  dealt  out  the  Bread  ot  Life  to  both 
saint  and  sinner.  There  are,  in  this  part  of  the 
South,  six  little  churches,  of  which  Bro.  Gish  had 
the  care,  and  which  are  now  left  without  an  over- 
seer. Is  there  not,  in  our  Brotherhood,  at  least  one 
earnest,  faithful  elder  who  will  come  into  this  field 
and  take  up  the  work?  The  cause  must  necessarily 
suffer  without  a  devoted  shepherd.  Brethren,  who 
are  passing  through,  will  please  not  forget  us. 

D.  L.  Forney. 
June  12. 


The  Nebraska  Penitentiary. 

On  Sunday  morning,  June  14,  at  4:  20  A.  M.  I  start- 
ed by  private  conveyance  to  our  State  Prison,— a 
distance  of  thirty  miles.  We  had  been  collecting  Bi- 
bles for  the  Prison  Sunday  school  and  went  to  de- 
liver them  to-day.  Not  only  the  prisoners  but  also 
the  Sunday  school  teachers,  and  the  officers  of  the 
prison  expressed  themselves  very  much  pleased 
with  the  gift.  Oh!  the  meaning  and  the  profound- 
ness of  God's  Blessed  Book  going  into  the  hands  of 
fallen  man! 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  religious  influence,  be- 
ing thrown  around  the  prisoners,  is  having  a  telling 
effect.  One  week  ago  there  were  six  prisoners 
baptized  by  Eld.  Howe,  the  chaplain.  We  find  in 
Eld.  Howe  a  special  fitness  for  the  responsible  po- 
sition of  looking  after  the  spiritual  interests  of  the 
prisoners. 

At  the  close  of  chapel  services  a  messenger  came 
to  me  and  said  that  a  prisoner  wanted  an  interview 
with  me.  I  arranged  to  meet  him  on  Monday 
morning.  He  was  a  stranger  to  me  but,  upoif  in- 
quiry, I  found  him  closely  connected  with  one  qf 


the  most  largely-known  Brethren  families  of  pe„ 
sylvania  on  his  mother's  side,  and  on  his  fathe  ' 
side  closely  connected  with  a  well-known  family  uf 
Illinois.     Brethren,  "where  is  your  boy  to-day?" 

For  some  time  I  have  been  sending  twenty  copies 
of  the  Gospel  Messenger  to  the  Prison.  Th' 
man  happened  to  get  one,  and  he  told  me  that,  as 
soon  as  he  saw  the  familiar  names  of  the  Brethren 
in  the  Messenger,  the  tears  rolled  down  his 
cheeks.  Although  he  has  lived  in  Nebraska  for  a 
number  of  years,— away  from  Brethren,— the  pres. 
ence  of  familiar  names  brought  back  to  memory 
the  cherished  associations  of  boyhood  days  when 
he  lived  in  Ogle  and  Carroll  Counties,  111.  Now 
the  best  part  of  the  story  is  that  he  is  under  deep 
-onviction  and  made  application  for  baptism  by  the 


Brethren,  which  I  hope  will  be  attended  to 


prompt- 


ly. I  reported  the  case  to  Eld.  Snavely,  who  has 
charge  of  the  Lincoln  City  church.  Brethren,  who 
will  be  next  to  send  Gospel  Messengers  and  tracts 
to  your  State  Prison?  The  prison  librarian  told  me 
that  our  "tracts,"  as  well  as  the  "Messenger," 
were  much  sought  after  by  the  prisoners.  Brethren, 
don't  be  afraid  to  get  in  behind  the  bars.  I  know' 
if  you  ask  God  to  bless  your  efforts,  and  do  what 
you  do  from  a  pure  motive,  God  will  be  a  ready 
helper  and  always  present  to  lead  and  guide  you. 

A.  M.  T.  Miller. 
Pickrell,  Nebr. 

[We  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  twenty 
copies  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  are  sent  from  this 
office,  to  the  prison,  weekly,  and  Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Mil- 
ler pays  for  them.  We  have  scores  of  Brethren 
who  might  do  a  similar  work  for  other  prisons. 
Bro.  Miller  feels  that  he  is  getting  well  paid  for  his 
investment. — Ed.  J 


Reports  of  Plans  anil  Finances  of  the  Annual  Meeting. 

The  boaiding  was  given  by  contract  to  Robert 
Detwiler,  of  Ottawa,  an  experienced  restaurant  and 
boarding-house  proprietor,  who  also  had  the  board- 
ing nine  years  ago  and  gave  the  best  of  satisfac'-j 
tion.     The   committee    furnished  him   all   burtdvnjs^ 


and  cooking  furnaces.  Said  Mr.  Detwiler 
pay  all  help,  furnish  all  cooking  apparatus,  dishes, 
cutlery,  etc.,  and  pay  for  the  privilege  of  said 
boarding  $600.  Financially  the  meeting  was  not  a 
success.  Said  Mr.  Detwiler  could  not  pay  the  S600, 
neither  the  S305.54  due  his  waiters.  The  causes  of 
of  his  failure  were  ( 1 )  an  unusually  small  attend- 
ance; (2)  eating  in  tents  and  in  town.  Out  of  4,000 
members  in  attendance,  the  sale  of  meal  tickets  on 
Sunday  were  1,074;  Monday,  1,135;  Tuesday,  1,163; 
Wednesday,  1,548;  Thursday,  815. 

The  greatest  number  sold  was  a  little  over  500 
each  meal  the  same  day.  The  cause  of  this  small 
patronage,  we  think,  was  ( 1 )  the  fact  that  10  and 
15  cent  meals  were  given  near  by  in  town.  (2) 
False  reports,  one  that  the  church  got  no  benefit 
from  boarding  and  another  that  the  plus  $2.00  on 
railroad  tickets  went  to  the  committee. 

We  were  aware  that  meals  in  town  were  less  than 
20  cents,  but  again  we  thonght  that  20  cents  is  less 
than  is  usually  paid  at  Annual  Meeting  and  the 
small  difference  between  15  cents  in  town  and 
20  cents  on  the  ground  would  be  paid  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  meeting. 

Again  we  are  asked,  Why  did  you  not  exact 
bond  from  Mr.  Detwiler?  I  answer,  because  his 
honesty  is  unquestioned  by  those  who  have  dealt 


with  hi 


for 


nany  years 


rider  the 


stances  of  this  failure,  it  is  contrary  to  our  prma 


pies  to  collect  bond  from 


ocent  parties. 


•Ik 


total  cost  of  all  help  in  the  boarding  department 
is  8554.21,  of  which  Mr.  Detwiler  paid  $24S-°7j 
The  balance  unpaid  is  8305.54.  The  collection  "i 
S127.S9,  taken  up  for  the  benefit  of  servants,  will  t* 
divided  among  them,  paying  50  cents  on  the  Si-00' 
Outside  of  Mr.  Detwiler's  obligations,  the  com- 
mittee are  in  debt  S275.00,  for  which  we  will  have 
to  make  an  assessment  on  the  churches  of  North- 
eastern Kansas.  Had  we  received  the  S600,  we 
could  have  paid  everything  and  put  tffi  '"'"j 
the  missionary  fund, 


June 


27,  1896- 


To  the  District  we  will  say,  You  placed  on  us 
the  burden  of  the  arranging  for  the  meeting  and 
we  did  the  best  we  could,  with  unavoidable  re- 
sults. Now  we  hope  the  churches  will  willingly 
respond  to  the  call  and  send  their  part  of  this  de- 
ficiency. The  matter  of  balance  due  Mr.  Dctwil- 
er's  waiters  will  be  presented  to  the  District 
Meeting  for  your  counsel.  The  report  of  Bro. 
Moore  in  Gospel  Messengek,  of  the  railroad 
companies  paying  the  committee  S300.  shoud  read 
S200.  By  order  of  committee. 

I.  H.  Crist,  Sec. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

a  thirsty  soul,  30  is  good  a 

Bloomville,  Ohio. — The  members  of  the  Seneca 
church  met  in  council  June  II.  Much  was  done, 
we  hope,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  We  decided 
to  hold  our  Communion  Sept.  12. — 5.  A.  Walker, 
June  14. 

Baltimore  Church,  Md.— All  donations  to  the 
Home  Mission  Fund  for  building  a  meetinghouse 
in  Baltimore  City  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
as  below. — Mary  I.  Smith,  1031  W.  Baltimore  Street, 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Brice,  Mich. — Yesterday  two  more  dear  young 
■souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  bap- 
tized. This  makes  six  that  were  received  into  the 
New  Haven  church,  Mich.,  within  a  month.  The 
Lord  be  praised! — Daniel  Chambers,  June  75. 

Verdigris  Church,  Kans. — We  held  our  regular 
■quarterly  council  June  6.  We  had  a  very  pleasant 
meeting.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  July 
18,  in  Bro.  G.  W.  Garst's  barn.  Eld.  Pearsoll,  from 
the  Cottonwood  church,  presided  over  our  council. 
This  church  is  without  a  resident  elder. — Henry 
Slumtalter,  Madison,  Kans. 

Dorrance  Church,  Kans. — The  brethren  and  sis- 
ters met  in  quarterly  council  last  Saturday,  June 
Tl6.  It  was  a  pleasant  meeting.  All  business  was 
transacted  in  a  Christian-like  manner.     We  decid- 


a  love  feast  Oct.   17,  and  also  to  h: 
a  series  of  meetings  about  that  time,  if  we  can  get 
a  minister.     We  hope   some  brother  can  come  and 
preach  for  us.—/.  5.  Strole,June  77. 

Wooster  Church,  Ohio.— Our  love  feast  was  i 
very   pleasant  one.     Brethren    J.    B.   Brumbaugh 

Cobb  and  a  number  of  the  adjoining   ministers 

were  with  us.  Over  three  hundred  communed, 
while  many  could  not  be  accommodated  for  the 
want  of  room.  Eld.  S.  Sprankle  officiated.  At  the 
afternoon  services  our  aged  brother,  Adam  Kurtz, 
was  anointed  by  two  elders. — Maria  Runkle,  Wei- 
lersville,  Ohio,  June  19. 

Astoria,  111.  —  This  church  met  in  quarterly- 
council  with  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure,  our  elder.  All 
business  was  transacted  with  the  best  of  feeling. 
Bro.  McClure  tendered  his  resignation  as  elder, 
which  was  accepted  by  the  church,  and  Bro.  J.  H. 
Baker  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Since  our  last 
report,  one  dear  soul  was  received  by  bapt 
One  sister  that  had  wandered  away  from  the  fold, 
was  restored  again. — Mattie  Davis,  Ji 

Iowa  River  Church,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast  of 
June  13  was  a  pleasant  meeting.  Our  ministers 
from  abroad  were  brethren  Jacob  Murray  and  G. 
W.  Hopwood.  The  meetings  were  well  attended 
with  earnest  listeners.  Bro.  Hopwood  conducted 
the  children's  meeting  on  Sunday  morning.     B 


urray  gave 


May  tht 


Lord  abundantly  bless  his  earnest  labors,  is 
°«r  prayer!—  Ellen  Nicholson,  Rockton,  Iowa,  June  16. 
Abilene,  Kans. — We  had  several  brethren  with 
us  from  the  Far  East,— brethren  Jacob  Hollinger, 
S-  H.  Utz  and  Ephraim  Trostle.  May  31  Bro. 
Utz  preached  a  very  able  sermon.  Since  then  Bro. 
David  Stoner  has  been  with  us.  He  gave  us  a 
sermon  previous  to  our  social  meeting,  June  6,  at 
'he  Navarre  church.  Bro.  Ambrose  Shatto  was 
advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry. 
f*y  God  help  him  to  fulfill  his  duty.— C.  A.  Shank, 


i'-fcL-KJ   aOBPHL   IwlIHSSIEnTGKBIB,. 

Predonia,  Kans.— On  Saturday,  June  6,  we  met 
in  church  council.  The  members  all  came  in  the 
right  spirit  and  all  business  was  disposed  of  satis- 
factorily. We  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  Oct. 
17,  commencing  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  10,  con- 
;  until  after  the  love  least— Flawra  Darst, 
June  10. 

Midland  Church,  Va—  Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  June  6.  Bro.  S.  H.  Flory,  from  Nokes- 
ville,  was  Moderator.  All  business  passed  off 
pleasantly.  The  attendance  was  rather  small.  On 
Sunday  Bro.  Flory  preached  for  us.  Subject, 
"  Christ  and  the  Christian  inseparable."—/^  N. 
Wcimer,  June  12. 

Pierce,  Nebr. — There  are  five  members  living 
here,  isolated  from  the  body.  The  people  here 
knew  nothing  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Brethren  until 
we  came  here  last  fall.  I  have  distributed  tracts, 
which  some  speak  encouragingly  of.  The  harvest 
truly  is  great.  Brethren,  come  and  warn  the  peo- 
ple!— W.  J.  Ncaljune  14. 

Gypsum,  Kans.— The  Abilene  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  June  3.  The  business  that  came 
before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  present.  Our  aged  Bro.  Hollinger,  who 
lost  his  sight  several  years  ago,  was  able  to  be 
with  us  and  gave  us  some  good  thoughts.  One 
has  been  baptized  since  our  last  report.— /0//H  /. 
Manon. 

Point,  Pa. — We  organized  a  Sunday  school  at 
this  place,  April  7,  1895.  The  first  Sunday  we  had 
about  twenty-five  present.  Since  then  our  number 
has  increased,  so  that  now  we  number  about  one 
hundred,  with  a  good  interest.  The  Dunning's 
Creek  congregation  met  June  14  in  quarterly 
council.  Everything  passed  off  nicely.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  Oct.  16.— 67.  H.  Miller. 

Clarkson,  Okla.  T— The  Paradise  Prairie  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  June  13,  at  2  P.  M.  All 
business  was  disposed  of  in  a  pleasant  way.  Much 
good  council  was  given  by  our  elder,  Bro.  Applt 
man.  This  church  is  willing  to  press  on  in  th 
great  work  of  the  Master.  Much  interest  is  b( 
ing  manifested  in  our  Sunday  school,  which  is  be 
ing  presided  over  by  Bro.  Metzler.  Two  have  bee 
received  by  letter  since  my  last  report.— J.  C.Nche 
June  t5. 


Palmer,  111.— The  members  of  the  Bear  Creek 
church  met  in  council  June  13.  Bro.  Michael 
Flory,  our  elder,  not  being  present,  the  meeting 
was  presided  over  by  Bro.  Charles  Gibson,  wl 
preaching  for  us  this  year.  Everything  passed  off 
pleasantly.  We  have  preaching  the  second  Sunday 
of  each  month.  Three  were  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism  the  day  after  the  council. 
Our  love  feast  is  appointed  for  Sept.  1%.—Mary  E. 
Closer,  June  15. 

Greentown  Church,  Ind.— The  members  h 
met  in  quarterly  council  June  6.  Considers 
business  came  before  the  meeting,  but  all  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian  spirit.  Bro.  Joseph  Rife, 
from  the  Somerset  church,  was  with  us  and  gave 
us  good  encouragement,  which  was  appreciated  by 
all.  In  the  evening,  our  elder,  Solomon  Blicken- 
staff,  gave  us  a  soul  cheering  sermon,  to  an  atten- 
tive congregation.  Our  Sunday  school  is  progress- 
ing nicely,  under  the  supervision  of  the  writer. 
We  are  using  the  Brethren's  literature  and  Song 
Book,  which  ought  to  be  in  every  Sunday  school. 
— A.  J.  Lantz. 

Brazilton,  Kans.— Our  home  ministry  conducted 
a  series  of  meetings,  lasting  one  week.  The  at- 
tendance was  good.  Four  were  baptized,  and  oth- 
ers convicted.  We  moved  here  eleven  years  ago, 
when  there  were  no  members  within  ten  miles  of 
Brazilton.  Now  we  have  meeting  every  Sunday 
evening  and  every  fourth  Sunday.  The  good  Lord 
has  so  abundantly  blessed  us  that  we  now  have 
enough  of  this  World's  goods  and  to  spare.  We 
will  therefore  put  in  more  time  than  ever  for  the 
Brotherhood.  Any  one  wishing  to  change  locali- 
ties, we  would  be  pleased  to  correspond  with.—/. 
W.  Wampler,June  15. 
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Salem  Church,  Ind.  — The  Brethren  of  this 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  June  6.  Our  aged 
elder,  Jacob  Shively,  now  seventy-seven  years  of 
age,  was  present  and  presided  at  the  meeting.  He 
is  still  quite  feeble,  but  seems  to  be  in  better  health 
than  he  has  been  for  a  long  time.  The  church 
decided  to  have  a  harvest  meeting  Aug.  S.  Bro. 
John  Sellers,  of  Bourbon,  Ind.,  will  be  with  us. 
also  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  Sept.  25, 
at  4  P.  M.  Our  Sunday  school,  which  began  on 
the  first  Sunday  in  April,  is  moving  along  nicely, 
with  Kro.  John  Joseph  as  Superintendent.  We  use 
the  Brethren's  publications— /««//;  Burns,  June  /f. 

Solomon's  Creek,  Ind.— June  7  we  met  in  quar- 
terly council.  Hro.  Davis  Younce  presided.  Con- 
siderable business  came  before  the  meeting  and 
the  entire  day  was  spent  in  adjusting  matters. 
The  members  weic  veil  represented  at  the  meet- 
ing. The  annual  visit  reported  that  nearly  two 
hundred  and  foity  members  reside  in  this  congre- 
gation. Two  letters  were  granted.  Bro.  A.  L. 
Neff,  from  Goshen,  was  with  us  at  our  council,  and 
preached  for  us  next  day  at  Syracuse.  It  is  re- 
ported through  the  Progressive  press  that  Bro. 
Davis  Younce  has  joined  the  Progressive  church. 
There  is  no  truth  in  the  report.  Bro.  Daniel  Shive- 
ly is  home  again  from  the  Annual  Conference. — L, 
A.  Neff,  June  13.  » 

Lost  Creek  Church,  Pa.— We  held  a  most  enjoy- 
able love  feast  in  the  Goodwill  church,  June  10  and 
11.  Everything  passed  off  pleasantly.  One  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  members  communed.  The  min- 
isterial help  was  ample.  Brethren  John  Beaver, 
Isaac  Barto,  Edmond  Book,  S.  J.  Swigart  and 
Green  Shively  were  present.  Eld.  S.  J.  Swigart 
officiated  at  the  feast.  The  preaching  and  labors 
of  the  Brethren  were  appreciated  and  the  order 
and  attention  were  very  good,  considering  the 
large  crowd  of  spectators.  One  soul  was  restored. 
Bro.  C.  G.  Winey  was  advanced  by  the  church  to 
the  second  degree  of  the  ministry.  Our  election 
for  a  minister  fell  on  Bro.  J.  O.  Smith.  May  the 
blessing  of  God  go  with  them  and  help  them  to 
be  faithful  to  their  calling!—; J.  B,  Frey,  East  Salem, 
Pa.June  75. 

Pleasant  View,  Kans.— Our  love  feast  at  this 
place,  June  2  and  3,  was  the  largest  ever  held  in 
the  history  of  this  congregation,  and  was  one  long 
to  be  remembered,  because  of  the  spirituality  of 
the  occasion.  May  the  good  sermons,  delivered 
by  the  ministers  present,  make  a  lasting  impression 
upon  all.  so  that  they  may  be  more  fully  qualified 
for  God's  service!  Members  present  at  the  meet- 
ing. 150;  ministers  present  from  the  East,  D.  E. 
Price,  Levi  Trostle,  E.  Stoner,  J.  Light,  David 
Eby  and  A.  Boyer.  On  Sunday,  before  the  love 
feast,  two  more  precious  souls  were  received  by 
baptism.  Our  last  series  of  meetings  was  held  last 
winter  by  Bro.  W.  R.  Miller.  He  intended  to  be 
with  us  upon  this  occasion,  but  could  not,  on 
account  of  sickness.  This  was  regretted  by  all. — 
A.  F.  Miller,  June  4. 

Salem  Church,  Kans. -I  am  glad  that  it  is  my 
privilege  to  report  an  enjoyable  feast,  held  in  our 
church  June  6.  Our  congregation  was  small,  but 
the  solemnity  that  prevailed  made  the  meeting  in- 
teresting. The  ministerial  help  was  ample.  Breth- 
ren E.  Stoner,  D.  E.  Price,  Levi  Trostle,  D.  Eby,  J. 
Light,  and  others  from  adjoining  congregations, 
were  with  us.  Bro.  Stoner  officiated.  Brethren 
Price  and  Trostle  preached  some  interesting  ser- 
mons before  the  feast.  One  that  had  wandered 
from  the  fold  returned  during  these  meetings.  Our 
Sunday  school  is  still  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
We  have  added  extra  work  in  our  school.  The 
Superintendent  selects  two  to  speak  to  the  school 
every  two  weeks,  their  remarks  being  based  on 
the  lesson  of  that  day.  The  sisters  are  not  exempt 
from  this  work.  This,  we  think,  is  both  interesting 
and  instructive.  We  expect  to  organize  another 
school  June  14.  The  brethren,  while  here,  gave 
our  school  very  much  encouragement.  Bro.  Tros- 
tle will  go  to  the  Pleasant  Plains  church,  Okla. 
T.,  June  14,  to  labor  for  some  time. — L.  E.  Fahrney, 
Sterling,  Kans.,  June  12. 


4M 


TH21    GhOSiPJaX, 


iwiEissEiiTaE^'- 


June 


27.  Hi 


Springfield  Church,  Ind.— Thl 
gregation  met  in  quarterly  council 
June  6.  Considerable  business  was 
disposed  of  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
present.  One  letter  was  granted 
The  church  decided  to  hold  theii 
harvest  meeting  Aug.  22,  commencing 
at  2  P.  M.  Three  dear  souls  have 
been  received  into  fellowship  since 
our  last  report.—  C.  A.  Huber,June  8. 

Greene,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast,  June 
6,  is  in  the  past.  We  had  a  very  good 
meeting.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  members  surrounded  the  Lord's 
table.  The  members  from  the  sur- 
rounding churches  were  well  repre- 
sented. Their  presence  was  greatly 
enjoyed.  On  Sunday  afternoon  we 
had  a  children's  meeting,  which  was 
interesting  to  both  old  and  young. 
Brethren  W.  H.  Eikenberry,  Wm. 
Pile,  Frank  Wolf  and  Joseph  Hana- 
walt  were  with  us.  Their  services 
were  much  appreciated.  Bro.  Samuel 
Fike,  of  Waterloo,  led  in  singing.— 
A.  Gertie  Eikenberry,  June  0. 

Maple  Grove  Church,  Kans.— The 
members  of  this  church  met  in  coun- 
cil June  6,  preparatory  to  our  Com- 
munion, to  be  held  June  20.  Two 
have  united  with  the  church  lately,— 
one  by  letter  and  one  by  baptism. 
The  one  baptized  is  a  young  lady 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  who  has 
been  a  cripple  all  her  life,  but  had  a 
strong  desire  to  become  sound  spirit- 
ually. It  is  a  comforting  thought  that 
no  one  need  be  deprived  of  eternal 
life.  We  can  become  adopted  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  have  a  right  to  the 
tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through 
the  gates  into  the  city. — Aldula  Throne, 
Norton,  Kans.,  June  10. 

Cerro   Gordo,   111.— After  the  ardu- 
ous labors  of  our  Conference, — where 
I    received   the   kindest  sympathy, — 1 
went  to  Plattsburg.     Here  I  began  my 
ministerial  labor  in  1869.     We  enjoyed 
a    love    feast    and    several    meetings, 
conducted     by     Bro.     A.    Hutchison, 
which    were    very    enjoyable    indeed. 
Brethren   J.   A.   Sell,    L.  H.  Eby  and 
'/*.  Henricks  were  present  and  added 
to  the  pleasure  of  the  meeting.     O 
council  was  held  June   11.    Quite  1 
amount  of  business  came  up  for   a 
justment.     We    nearly     always    have 
good  church-meetings.     I  will  f, 
secret  of  this  at  some  future  tin 
sibly.     It  was  decided  to  hold  a  mis- 
sionary  meeting    soon.     A    series    of 
meetings  will  begin  Aug.  25,  to  close 
with  a  love  feast. — D.  B.  Gibson,  June  12. 
Malmo,  Sweden.— Our  Annual  Meet- 
ing was  held  at  Malmo  April  5  and  6, 
1896.     Brethren  from  different  points 
were  present.    The   first   day  we  had 
one  preaching  service  and  a  love  feast 
in     the     evening.      Several     brethren 
spoke  in  defense  of  John  13  and  Bro. 
H.  Olsson  officiated  at  the  Commun- 
ion.   It  was  a  feast  to  the  soul  and 
we  were  made  to  think  of  that  feast 
which  Jesus   is  preparing  for  his  faith 
ful  in  the  kingdom  of  God.     Next  day 
the     time     came    for    some    I 
which     was    pleasantly    disposed    of, 
when  some  interchange  of  views  fol- 
lowed on  2  Cor.  5:  18-20  and  Heb.  5: 
12-14.     At   3   P.  M.,  we  had  preaching 
again.     We   were   well    fed   upon    the 
Bread   of   Life   by  different  brethren. 
We  were  glad  to  have  them  with  us. 
Bro.  Olsson  closed  the  services  in  the 
usual  manner. — C.  Anderson. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.— I  arrived  safely  in 
St.  Louis  June  I,  and  found  that  my 
children  and  friends  here  were  not 
hurt  by  the  cyclone  of  May  27.  My 
children,  however,  were  '  but  several 
blocks  from  the  track  of  the  storm. 
The  papers  have  much  to  say  about 
the  tornado,  but  to  view  the  wide- 
spread ruins,  one  feels  to  say,  like  the 
Queen  of  Sheba,  that  "  the  half  was 
not  told." — Susan  Gockley,  1414  Mont- 
rose Ave.,  June  11. 

Indian  Creek  Church,  Iowa.— We 
met  in  church-council  June  6.  Much 
business  came  before  the  meeting. 
Ten  certificates  of  membership  were 
granted.  Bro.  G.  E.  Goughnour  was 
selected  Sunday  school  Superintend- 
ent in  place  of  S.  B.  Miller,  who 
moves  away.  By  unanimous  consent 
the  District   Mission  evangelist,  H.  R. 


Taylor,  was  welcomed  to  our  midst. 
We  have  not  been  doing  very  much 
for  the  general  mission  work.  Let  us 
commence  now  to  lay  by,  etc. — G.  W. 
Gibson,  Maxwell,  Iowa,  June  11. 


East    Oodorus    Church,    Pa.  —  Our 

love  feast  was  held   May  26  and   27. 

A   great    many    ministering    brethren 

were   with   us,   among   them  brethren 

Peter  Brown,  David  Etter,  Albert  Hol- 

linger,  John  Trostle,  and  others.     Bro. 

Etter  officiated.    The   brethren    gave 

us  very  interesting  and  profitable  talks. 

An  election  for  a  minister  was  held, 

the  lot  falling  on  Bro.  Samuel  Myers, 

who,  with  his  wife,  was  installed   ac- 

irding  to   custom.     One    dear   sister 

as   reclaimed.     Thus   ended  another 

eeting,   long   to    be    remembered. — 

Esther  M.  Hildebrand,  June  8. 

Roanoke,  La. — Within  view  of  the 
Brethren     church    at    this    place    are 
forty-one  members,  representing  four- 
teen families.     Within  this  parish  are 
sixty   members   who  hold  their  mem- 
bership with  the  church  here,  repre- 
senting  twenty-three    families.     Each 
family  takes  the  Messenger.    We  are 
sure    no    other    congregation    in    the 
Brotherhood  can  excel  us  in  this  re- 
spect.   We  understand  there  are  oth- 
er members  living  at  different  places 
in  the   State  and  even  in  this  parish. 
We  would  be  glad  to  have  those  with- 
in reach  to   cast  in  their  lot  with  us, 
and   thus   give   us   and   the   Lord  the 
benefit  of  their  influence.— C.  D.  Hyl- 
ton,June  11. 
Lower  Miami  Church,  Ohio. — Two 
rvices   were   held   by   our    brethren 
last   Lord's   Day, — one   at   10  A.   M., 
regular  place  of  worship,   the 
other  at  6  P..M.,  in  the  Home  Chapel 
at  the   National    Military   Home.     Of 
late   there   is  manifested,  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  veterans,  an  increasing 
desire  to  have  more    preaching   done 
by  the  ministry  of  the  Dunker  church, 
and  the  call  has  been  responded  to  at 
different  times  by  Brethren  ministers 
from   the   contiguous   local   churches. 
Our   church-council    met   June  4,  and 
harmoniously  disposed  of  the  business 
considered.     Bro.  Jacob   Keen,  on  a( 
count  of  old  age,  resigned  the  treasu 
ership  of  this  church,  which,  for  moi 
than   forty  years,   he  had  ably  attend- 
ed   to.     Bro.    Amos    Noffsin^ 
elected    to     fill     the    vacancy.      Bro. 
George    L.    Studebaker,    of    Shideler, 
Ind.,  has  promised  to  conduct  a  series 
of   meetings    for    us    sometime    next 
October   or    November.—/.    0.    Garst, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  June  13. 


White  Church,  Ind. 
June 


Wednesday, 
ir  quarterly 
There  was  not  much  busi- 
ness'to  attend  to.  We  appointed  our 
harvest  meeting  for  Aug.  18,  and  our 
fall  Communion  will  be  in  October. 
The  time  has  not  been  set.  We  have 
an  interesting  Sunday  school.  Bro. 
Vance  Walls  is  our  Superintendent. 
We  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies.— 
Mary  E.  Harmeson,  Kirkpatnck,  Ind., 
June  6.  


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 
Second  District  of  Virginia. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  the  Min- 
isterial Meeting  of  the  Brethren  of  the  Second 
District  of  Virginia,  to  be  held  in  the  Mill 
Creek  church,  Aug.  27  and  28,  1896: 

1.  Address  of  welcome.— S.  A.  Sanger. 

2.  Sermon  on  Sunday  school  work  (30  min- 
utes).— J.  M.  Kagey. 

QUESTIONS. 
"  Preparation,  Delivery  and  Length  of  Ser- 
mons, with  the  Real  Object  in  Preaching."— 
D.  C.  Flory,  D.  Hays. 

"  How  can  we  Best  Interest  all  the  Members 
in  Church  Work?  "— W.  M.  Wine,  B.  W.  Neff, 
Daniel  Miller. 

"Conversion,  what  is  it,  and  is  it  Instanta- 
neous or  Gradual?"— D.  H.  Zigler,  J.  R.  Ken- 
dig,  L.  A.  Wenger. 

How  shall  a  Series  of  Meetings  be  Con- 
ted  to  Produce  Best  Result?  "— H.  G.  Mil- 
Samuel  Driver,  J.  P.  Zigler. 
The     Future    Outlook     of     the     Brethren 
rch,  with  the  most  Promising  Missionary 
Ids  of  the  World."— G.  W.  Wine,  W.  B. 
Yount,  E.  D.  Kendig. 
Note.— Speakers  appointed  on   the  differ- 
it     questions     shall     have    fifteen    minutes. 
Then  the  questions  will  be  opened  for  general 
of  five  minutes  to  each  speaker. 
H.  C.  Early,      ) 
J.  M.  Cline,         \  Committee. 
Peter  Garber,  ) 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


KLINK— HELMAN.— At  the  home  of  th 
bride's  parents,  June  9,  1896,  by  the  under 
signed,  Mr.  Edward  W.  Klink  and  Miss  Ida 
Helman,  both  of  Elkhart,  Ind. 

I.  D.  Parker 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  . . 


SPICHER.-Near  Accident,  Md  I 
;o6,  Aunt  Lydia  Spicher,  aged  7,' 
onths  and  11  days.  She  leaves  »  !° 
daughter.  She  was  a  sister  to  Eld  " 
.  Aunt  Lydia  was  the  first  one'  ' 
children  that  exchanged  time  f0,  ° 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemeij 
Eglon,  W.  Va.  The  funeral  was  „  "V,  . 
Maple  Spring  by  R.  Hartzel.    « -'    - 

e  time  of  her  death,  was  a  ir 

Old  Order  church.    Her  death  1 

She  was  an   invalid  for 


emb«  of  4[ 

"as  «ry  sut 

a  Srtat  m„ 

Rachel  Weh,,,' 

"  '"-eek  church,  H 


(Greenawalt)  Wai,( 
is  and  26  days.  HQ 
spirit  lanij 
leaves  ik,„ 


Heb.  13:  14. 
ESHELMAN. 
1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Esheln 
months  and  24  days. 

church  early  in  life.    H 
children,  all  growt: 


'H!.-- I  .. 
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BARKDOLL.— At  Hot    Springs,   Fall  Riv- 
er Co.,    S.   Dak.,  May   12,  1806,  sister  Susan 
Barkdoll  (nee  Arnold),  aged  73  years,  I  month 
and   10  days.    She  was  married  to  Jonathan 
Barkdoll    Sept.   4,    1846;    moved    to    Benton 
County,   Iowa,  in    October,    1854;    moved    to 
South  Dakota  a  few  years  ago  where  she  re- 
amed  until   her  death.     Her  husband   pre- 
:ded  her  about  twenty-one  years.    She  was  the 
other  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  left, 
er    funeral   was    preached   in    the    Garrison 
church,  by  Bro.  Stephen  Johnson  from  Rev. 
4:  13.  Rachel  C.  Christy. 

GREAVER.— At  Beury,  Fayette  Co.,  W. 
'a.,  May  28,  1896,  Bro.  D.  P.  Greaver.  He 
'as  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  church 


;   with   consumption.     He 

called    for   the 

rs  of  the  church  and  wa 

anointed  some 

:  before  his  death.    He  1 

aves  a  wife  anc 

children.     He  was  buried 

at  Staunton,  Va 

Ml 

*nie  Duncan. 

TRAPP  —  At  Phoenix  Park,  Mo.,  May  27, 
1896,  Ralph  Waldo  Trapp,  son  of  Henry  J, 
and  Ida  Belle  Trapp,  aged  4  years,  4  months 
and  7  days.  Services  at  the  home  of  the 
parents  by  Eld.  Sappenfield.  Interment  at 
Elmwood  cemetery  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

N.  Trapp. 

SENER.— In  the  Salem  church,  Ohio,  Fred- 
erick Sener,  aged  79  years,  3  months  and  18 
days.  Funeral  services  at  the  house  in  West 
Milton  by  J.  H.  Brumbaugh  and  the  writer 
from  John  5:  24.  Interment  at  Carlisle,  Ohio. 
1  Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 


WAITE—  In  th. 
May  5,  1896,  Anna 
iged  34  years,  6  1 
husband  preceded  her  tc 
r  two  years  ago. 
e  was  a  kind  s! 
)ther.  Funeral  discourse  by  the  xvritcrVr!' 
Gales  B.  Rover, 
Altoona,  Iowa,  JB 

aged  6i  yein, 
rte  united  with  ft 
was  the  father  ( 
except  one,  and  hi 
ared  for  ten  orphan  children,  three  bein 
with  the  family  at  present.  Services  at  the 
borne  by  the  writer  from  Zech.  1:  5. 

G.  W.  Gibson, 

MILLER— In  the  Upper  Conewago  churc 

Pa.,  May  26,  1896,  Joel  Peter  Miller,  only  SI 

of  Bro.  Samuel  and  sister  Ellen  Miller,  agei 

months  and  29  days.         Chas.  L.  Baker. 

MARTIN— At  Ollie,  Iowa,  May  26,  1&5 

:o.  Joseph   Martin,    aged    56   years  and 

onth.     He  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1840.    r 

ts  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 

imber  of  years.     Funeral  services  were  co: 

ducted  by  Bro.  Jacob  Long,  of  the  Bapii 

church,  in  Ollie.  Mary  Heiluas. 

BOWERSOX  — At    the    family   resident 

two  and  one-half  miles    northeast  of  Ollie 

Iowa,  May  18,  1896,  of  paralysis,  Bro.  Davii 

Bowersox,  aged  79  years  and  8  days. 

born  in  Union  County,  Pa.,  Sept.  18, 1 

grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State.   Dec 

25,  1841,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  Am 

ert.    In   1848  he    united    with   the  Brtlhia 

church    near     Mifflinburg, 

moved  to  Stephenson  County,  111.    Inf  1865  i 

moved   to  Washington    County,  lowji  ■»A> 

he  was  elected  to  the  deacon's  office,   la  1$ 

he  moved  to  Keokuk  County,  Iowa.   Inlty 

he  moved  to  Stanislaus  County,  Cal,    In  il 

he  returned  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  lam 

where  he  has  since  resided.    He  was  thefs 

ther  of  twelve    childn 

daughters.    Three  of  the  sons  preceded  hii 

to  that   world    beyond.     I 

companion  and  nine  children.    Funeral  sen 

ices  were  conducted  by  Eld.  John  Gable,  i 

sisted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Barnhizer  in  the  Brelbit 

church.  '      Mary  Heh.su"- 

LEEDY.- 

1896,  Wil 

Leedy,  aged  s  mo 

STEVENS— Ne 
ka  Co.,  Iowa,  June  . 
only  daughter  of  friend  Clark  Stevens,  'I' 
13  years,  I  month  and  27  days.  Funeral 
the  writer,  at  his  home.  S.  P.  MiU» 

WEAVER.— At  Pittsburg,  Kans.,  Jar* ' 
M.  Weaver,  aged  16  )# 
_  days.    Deceased  was 3 
daughter  of  the  writer.    She  bore  her. ■ 

had  not   seen    for    several    years,   cam* 
week  she  died,  but  she  could  not  re 
them.     Funeral  services  a.  my  «fl* 
brethren  Eli  Wolfe  and  S.  Beery,  of  a 
church.    Text,  t  Pet.  1:24.    Interm«" 
Mount  Olive  cemetery  ^  Sioo„tt» 

SPEICHER.-In  the  Quemahoningj 
gation,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa  May  jV  * 
Sarah  B.  Speicher,  wife  of  Bro  ^ 
Speicher,  aged  28    years    4   mo  ff  „ 

days.     She  leaves  three  l.ttl=chll«       J 
cared  for  by  her  husband    »"» 
by  Albert  Berkley  and  S.  P.  |'^>» 

r       Pa,*1*' 

BARCLEY.-In  Somerset  Co.,  ^  , 
1896,  George  Barcley  <L«*e,a"  rals-V 
years,  11  months  and  .0  days.  '»  put 
ices  in  the  Mt.  Zion  church .by  ^^. 
and  S.  P.  Zimmerman.       J-  s- 


Y  —  In  the  Sugar  Creek  church, J» 
Villiam,  son  of  John  and  sister  W 
s  and  7  days.   Funeo 
David  By«»«' 
Mauch  Chunk,  Mil* 
1806.  the  mothcriei."1: 


Juli.- 


o  ■  "' 


tss  csobfbjxj  MiBassmEra-zs]:^. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  * i 

DISTRICT  nEETINOS. 

strict  of  Texas,  Oklahoma.an 
[  Territory,  in  the  Nocona  ch 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


"S     .loli nst own     etiurch,    Horner 
use.  Cambria  Co.,  Pa. 
,  Koanobe  church,  La, 

1  nt  2  P.  M-  Dea  Moines  Valley  < 
,.  niiM-ringh.mM.'T  miie^  northeast  t 
18,  at  '2  P.  M.,  Verdigris  chnroh,  G 
,..Khiis..  »l    U.  W.iiurttt'd,  imilw 


id  20,  at  2  P.   M.,  Wolf  River  ohu 

Jo.,  Kans, 

10  A.  M.,  Nettle  Creek  church,  Hag 

ad. 

4  P.  M.,  Salem  churoh,  Kans. 

o  A.  M.,  South  Morrill,  Brown  Co..  K 

0  A.  M.,  Sugar  Creek,  Whitley  Co., 


.  M.,  Big  Creek  c 


,  Rlohland  Co 
If  miles  south 


,  Hampshire  Co., 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
ew  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
I   It  is  non- sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
ngle  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
planation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


:oplcs 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rate*  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

>ne  time  or  more |i  Bo 

)d«  month  (4  times) 1  3" 

riirce  months  (13  times) 1  * 

)ne  year  [$2  times) 7c 

t^-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  mounted 

Seed-Time. 


►  two  years  old.    Agents  wanted  In  unoccupied 
>rrltory  to  sell  Victor  Remedies.    Send  (or  ti 
.  REMEDIES  CO., 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  hav 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  tha 
is  sn  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  wel 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  bu 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  di 
velopment.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  i 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  a 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  con 
pilation,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen 
dix,  containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  present 
date.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding,  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  th. 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes," 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  Is  centrally  located,  and  the  most  reapec 
able  House  of  its  class  in  the  City.  The  charges  a 
moderate,  varying  In  price  Irom  75  cents  to  Ji.$o  per  di 
Per  person.    Thompson's  Restaurant  underneath.    Fin 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S,  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

ti£act-£r'  BS?fl.  Poultry,  Game  and  Fruits,  8pj 
■M  Booft  &"*w'  <*ntfn,  Fnrs,  Hides,  Dried  1 


9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

{7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
)tes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
ith  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ct  or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared 'with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
(1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
(2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
»n  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground' 
work  of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sens< 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -        -        -        $4  ( 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -        -      4  So 
Bound  in  morocco,       -        -        -  5  , 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Special  prices  to  ministers,  and  good  terms  tc 
agents  desiring  to  canvass  for  the  work.  Ad- 
dress:     brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Mt.  Morris,  111 


The  Young  Disciple An  illustrated  week 

ly  for  the  young.     This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
ting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum 

to  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


RKAD  T1IK,  TESTIMONIAI 

There  Is  no  need  of  keeping  them 

unUss  you 

wnnt  to.    You  enn  stop  the  pain  and  g 

corns  In  a  poifeotly  easy,  simple,  sa 

Iiik  or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  using 

DUBBEL'B 

DOUBLE  QUICK  COllN  CURE  according  todl- 

removo  corns,  warts,  eto.    Why  suffer 

s  kind  ever 

discovered,— a  boon  for  the  millions 

with  corns.    Bout  by  mall  on  roouipt 

ton  cents  In  stamps.    Or,  on  receipt  ol 

twonty-flve 

ox  Of  CORK 

PtiUW  [UIOB   i'n.i.a  for  tuo  llvoratu 

bowels,  th* 

Brethren'*  Family  Almanac. 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  co 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  < 
i  to  energetic  agents. 


-Every  fam- 
nplete  in  ev- 
ents; special 


Start  a  Class 


Easy  to  Teach. 

Easy  to  Learn. 

Easy  to  Pay  for. 


•st  Christian  can  teacb  the  method 
the  book.  Everybody  wants  a  c 
claws  or  club  and  get  the  reduced  1 


Regular  price,  75 


the  Most  Complete! 

ZERO'CREAHERT  CO, 


throughout.  In  p 
keep  constantly  i 
Brotherhood,  and  i 


epared  for  all  ad- 
the  lesson  text, 
lation  of  the  lesson 
ig  this  quarterly  we 
v  the  needs  of  the 
fully  adapt  it  to  their 


•  35  c 


-3Kc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  th< 
;st,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
i  are  delighted  with  it. 


Angle  « 


icrlplloi 


-  *%c 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  st 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  var 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 

1402  Four  Designs,  very  tine,  flowered  bor- 

1816  Four  DesigiiH,  very  lino  gilt  edge,  size 

7x9 Woe 

118*  Embossed  Designs,  size  4x8 ffice 

1298  Embossed  Flowers,  sixe  4x(! 25  oe 

1281  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  3^x6^, .  .20oe 

1287  Birds  and  Luinlm/apf,  slv,":u6ii 16  ce 

1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  slzeBxB^ 16  oe 

1286  Flowers  and  Landscape,  sl/.«  '■\%ifi,A,  .  1-  ce 
1298  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  3!4x6^,.  .  .12  OB 
1291  FlneBoenery,  Size  3^x6^, H>  oe 

000  "The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 

signs, We 

825^  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x»4, .  .  .  20  oe 

Borlpture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20oe 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  ni 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  1 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday    School   Supplies.— We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  gooi 
tised  here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per 


per  quarter, 

Other  Help*.— We  are  prepared  to  fnrnlsh 
Bible  Dictionaries,  CommentarieB,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


uly  Is  a  good 
lei   Feb.    11, 

\|)ll('tll1  111  till. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 


I  the  United  SUtfll,  mount- 
home  use,  Is  Issued  by  the 
III  bu  mailed  to  nny  addiesa 
n  postage  by  P.  S.  Eustis. 
,  C.  B.  e>Q.  R.  K.,  Chicago,  III. 


Cpie- 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -   Size,  5^x7  inches. 
This  is  the  Stylo  ol  Type: 


THE  book  of  the  a  generate 
Je'ijUB  Christ,  b  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-hSm  begat  I'saac;  and 
e  I'saac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  ^Jft'cQb 
begat  JQ'daa  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  fJu'das  begat  Pha'rB?  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha' mar;    and  ^Pha'rBg 


This  cut  shows  the 


i.-inl.esan 

,11, ..t  lino 


llvinltyclr- 
il.lc  sewed. 


it  dura- 


under  gold   edge, 

and  is  probably  th 

blc  Bible  (or  the  price  on  th 

market.      It    is  our  selectloi 

among  the  Bibles,  and 


Mil- 


lie 


i  out: 


$4.00. 


(all  to  call  lor  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Address,  BBBTBRBN'S  PUBLISHING  COJTASI, 

Mt.  Morris,  III. 


4i6 


ma.TS)   OOBKBL   2^CB3SSEnsrC3-E]S.. 


June  27, 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLOTEEY  PURE 


The  Land   Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


Sept.  i 
Bept,  i 


M.,  Ola  the  chui 
.,  Rock ton,  Pa. 


.,  Rock  Crock  oliurob,  White 
n  church,  Marshall  Co,,  lnd 


Life  Insurance... 


In 


—j  discussed 
at  the  late  Annual  Meeting.  You^hould 
read  it  in  the  "  Full  Report."  Sent  post- 
paid for  only  25  cents  from  the  Messen 
GER  office. 


f  rind  flourishing  colony 
i  on  Its  choice  agricultural 

ELLS  and  EDDY  Counties 
The  BRETHREN  have  or 
t  Cttrrlngton,  Foster  County, 

ell-equlpped  meetinghouse 


TELEGRAM. 

The  following  dispatch  appeared  in 
the  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Pioneer  Press  of 
June  u,  and  the  facts  brought  out  will 
interest  all  homeseekers: 

North  Dakota  Land  Entries. 

Devil's  Lake,  N.  Dak.,  June  io  —  Register 
Noble,  of  (he  United  States  Land  Office,  says 
more  entries  of  government  land  have  been 
made  with  him  in  the  past  twelve  months  than 
during  any  e<|tin!  period  in  the  history  of  the 
office.  The  splendid  crop  of  1S05  shows  the 
possibilities  of  the  country.  Free  land,  capa- 
ble of  yielding  from  thirty  to  fifty  bushels  of 
wheat,  eighteen  to  twenty-five  of  lta\  and  other 
cereals  in  proportion  to  the  acre,  ought  not  to 
rein. in,  vacant.  'there  is  no  railroad  land 
grant  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  alter- 
nating with  the  government  domain,  so  large 
parties  of  homeseekers  can  find  locations  ne.n 
together.  The  Hunkers,  or  German  Ilapn  .1 
Brethren,  now  have  sixteen  setileineiits  at  va- 
rious points  along  the  Great  Northern  Railway 

Persons  wishing  to  take  advantage 
of  the  liberality  of  Uncle  Sam  in  giving 
away  farms,  which  he  cannot  do  much 
longer,  as  the  desirable  land  is  being 
rapidly  occupied,  will  do  well  to  write 
to  the  undersigned  for  printed  matter 
and  any  personal  information  about 
the  country  and  how  to  get  there. 

The  investigations  of  the  United 
States  Weather  Signal  Service  de- 
clare North  Dakota  to  be  outside  the 
cyclone  belt. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO, '  ILL 


Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 

Young  People's   Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor. 

Convention    at    Washington,    D. 
July  7   to   13,  1896. 


J.IGNI 


r  and  Well! 

a  SMALL  STREAMS  r 

KING  \VA* 

1  u  depth 

Q  COAL  sells  at  Cnrrlngton 


1  hill  -.  ICINi,'  u  Ml 


M>,  lions 


Brethren'! 

Plain  Clothing! 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  « 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  w, , 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we 
™-   clothing,    measuring    blanks,   tape 


enough  south  to  bo  oul 

PRICE  paid  for  i 
"'"ILlTIESaie 

I'luiipirtlnc  r 
V|K"   s'r'"  /-"""y '.'  '  ■»"" "   "-  n.  iiikI  rln-  .Ml  11 

;MENT   HOMESTEAD    lands   can 

■  \i  I'.'vr1  i'.1"'  inn   be  (Jinvli.isc-d  mi 
■M  ij  \  )    ri,AN  on  as  favorable  prl 

RAILROAD  LANDS  sell  from  $8.0C 

-ONB-TENTH  CASH  DOWN,  balai 


H'i'INt,   I..H'lI,i  I'JKS  u 


1    iiHen 


TllllllR    this 


Trains  leave  Chicago  at  10: 10  a.  M;S 
:  10  P.  M.,and  arrive  at  Washington  tli 
ig  day. 

THROUGH  PULLMAN  SLEEPING-) 


General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R 
WM.  H.  PHIPPS,  St.Paul.Mln 

Land  Commissioner, 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


:  and  rules  for  orderi..R  „ 
application.     Our  rulesVsel,!  4 
remeat  are  so  simple  any  one  can  i 
understand  them, 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  4 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  j 
aods  can  be  returned.     Our  price    3 
sonable.    Address,  J 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,        j 

WARSAW,  IND 


(T     the  future  will  etc 


Various  Opinions 


sented  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  tobacco  and  other  lead- 
ing questions.  You  can  learn  something 
on  this  by  reading  the  "Full  Report," 
sent  from  the  Messenger  office  for  only 


25  < 


Brethren  Farmers 


At  Your  Leisure. 


You  can  read  the  "  Full  Report "  of  the 
Annual  Meeting,  and  get  the  benefit  of 
all  that  was  said  without  the  expense  and 


We  sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  ns  a  ci 
Address:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM.. 


US-Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


I; "   '•!.  Grand  Central  Passonge 


DUBBEL'S 

RED    THYME 

PAIN  CURE 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
r  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 

position  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
ion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy   Kiss,   Non-conformity,  Secret    Societies, 

c.     Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  81.25;  to 

inisters,  $1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Illinois  Farms  for  Sale! 


verod  with  a  splendid  gro 
:,mnple,  elm,  and  poplar, 
meadow,  ready  for  the  mc 


aasy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  pur- 

ly.  Tli.'  lands  ,n-o  specially  adapted  foi 
'I  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  larj'e  crop. 
.  oats,  hrn-loy  and  all  kinds  of  grain,  corn, 
vsnnd  potatoes  In  great  abundant.'  mid 
nullity.  The  markets,  on  account  of  the 
•  xiniity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Imiuth, 
1  superior,  are  the  very  best.,  the  rate  for 

of  grain  beiiiRoiily  7.!.,  to  ft  cents  per  h un- 
it' land*  ure  well  watered  with  creeks  ami 

the  water    helng  pure  nud  clear,  and  no 

■rity  of  limber  for  building  purposes,  f,-„e- 
i"i.  Bplendid  climate.  No  prairie  wind 
rds.  It  is  an  ideal  place  for  n  hom_.  _ 
''  "r  'bese  lands  is  set  aside  exclusively 


ifoniHUion  apply    to   the   owne 
rii  E.  3d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
a  Exchunge,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


s,  Indiana,  Ohli 
.    But 

You  Want  i 


Change.    Why? 


ds  of  products  are 
p  being  good  the  p 
:e  being  good  the  c 


Then  Why  not  Go  to  the  Dos  Palos 
Colony  In  California? 


s  are  long, 
products  are  many. 


Many  Members. 


Could  not  attend  the  late  Annual  Meet- 
ing. All  such  can  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  discussions  on  the  various  subjects  by 
reading  the  "Full  Report,"  which  is  sent 
from  the  Messenger  office  for  only  25 


Map  of  the  United  States. 


;  lor  office  or  home 


Burlington  Route.    Copies  will 


f  We  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
passed facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
author  and  publisher. 


The  crops  ui 

The  price  of 


The  work  Is  pleasant  because  there  la  no  expo 
The  medicine  cuts  no  figure  In  the  expense  m 

If  You  Change  at  all,  Change  Climate. 

Special  arrangements  will  be  made  next  fall  I 
uove  families  of  the  Brethren  with  furniture  an 
farm  effects.  A  large  movement  to  California  ; 
now  In  preparation.  If  you  think  of  Joining  011 
of  the  Brethren's  companies  write  to  B.  MARK! 
238  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  111.    Ho  will  tell  >o 


OnJyJO  Cents  I 


Post-paid  for  Ladies 


RHEUMATISM. 


nd  Is  a  remedy  put  W,«g*^| 

-!v'eli'',i'Vr'liU  and  ueoniviai'i'i 
:-lo,C.O.D.    Put  up  by 
CARTER  &  BARRY; 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSmre»« 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  0"» 
successfully  treats    Catarrh,    Asthma,       ' 
Fever,    Sick    Headache,    Sore    Throat,  J' 
Colds  in  the  Head.    It  gives  Instant  re" 
After  using  it  one  day  ns  a  trial  you  ma)  » 
me  50  cents    (half  price),  or  «"■"■  '",  ont 
haler  in  the  original  package.    I  have  sen i 
many  hundred,  and   have  nothing  »"}  s    ft 
iports  from  them.    Every  family  ??e" 
end  for  it.     Azents  wanted.    Address 
WORST. 
ASHLAND.  OHIO 


Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.    ..- 

r»ie.  b;.  j.  -worst, 

I  Patent  applied  for. 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 
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We  understand  that  the  plans  for  erecting  a 
church  edifice  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  have  been  per- 
fected, and  that  work  on  the  building  will  com- 
mence soon.  It  is  probably  known  to  our  readers 
that  a  wealthy  descendant  of  the  Mack  family  is 
at  the  expense  of  this  memorial  structure,  and 
that,  when  completed,  it  will  be  the  property 
of  the  General  Brotherhood.  It  will  mark  the 
place  where  the  Brethren  first  planted  the  ban- 
ner of  King  Emmanuel  in  America,  after  being 
driven  out  of  Kurope  by  the  hand  of  perse- 
cution. 

The  young  Empress  of  Russia  possesses  a  cour- 
age worthy  of  emulation.  Her  conduct  in  the  in- 
terest of  a  very  much  needed  reform  is  said  to 
have  created  consternation  at  the  court  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. She  is  throwing  all  her  influence  against 
the  use  of  tobacco  by  the  ladies  with  whom  she 
comes  in  contact.  She  is  credited  with  the  obser- 
vation that  a  cigarette  in  the  mouth  of  a  woman 
is  as  bad  as  an  oath  in  that  of  a  man,  and  has 
requested  that  neither  her  ladies-in-waiting,  nor 
yet  the  ladies  of  the  court  should  approach  her  as 
long  as  there  is  the  slightest  aroma  of  tobacco 
about  their  clothes,  or  about  their  person.  Now, 
nearly  every  member  of  the  imperial  family,  and, 
in  natural  consequence,  well  nigh  every  lady  in 
court  and  in  society,  is  addicted  to  the  use,  and 
even  abuse,  of  cigarettes,  the  Grand  Duchess 
Vladimir  being  conspicuous  among  the  num- 
ber. The  widowed  czarina,  like  her  sisters,  the 
Princess  of  Wales  and  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland, 
never  favored  the  use  of  tobacco  by  ladies;  but  in 
spite  of  all  her  influence  upon  her  husband,  Alex- 
ander III.,  did  not  venture  to  openly  object  to  it 
on  the  part  of  the  members  of  her  court.  That 
the  young  Empress  has  had  the  courage  to  do  so, 
constitutes  a  proof,  not  only  that  her  influence  over 
her  husband  is  of  a  predominant  nature,  but  also 
that  she  will  not  hesitate  to  use  it  for  the  execu- 
tion of  her  ideas,  irrespective  of  any  prejudices  or 


obstacles  that  she  might  encounter.  There  is  only 
one  other  sovereign  in  Europe  who  manifests  a  simi- 
lar aversion  to  tobacco, — namely.  Queen  Victoria, 
who  has  been  known  to  cause  her  private  Secre- 
tary, the  late  General  Sir  Henry  Ponsonby,  to  ad- 
dress letters  to  her  various  cabinet  ministers,  com- 
plaining of  the  aroma  of  tobacco  with  which  the 
social  documents  and  state  papers,  submitted  to 
her  for  signature,  were  impregnated  Now,  if  a 
few  strong-minded  young  men  of  royal  blood  will 
also  throw  their  influence  on  the  side  of  royal  de- 
cency in  this  respect,  we  may  look  for  a  reforma- 
tion that  will  be  of  untold  value  to  the  rising  gen- 
eration?   

One  of  our  readers  writes  us  stating  that  the 
faith-healer,  traveling  in  the  South,  and  mentioned 
in  this  paper  a  short  time  ago,  is  not  Schlatter,  the 
Denver  healer,  but  another  man  who  is  making 
merchandise  of  his  particular  gift.  The  writer  has 
much  to  say  in  the  interest  of  Mr,  Schlatter  and 
closes  his  letter  by  stating  that  when  he  left 
Denver,  "  railroads  offered  him  passes  but  he  re- 
fused them.  He  started  out  '  afoot,'  but  some  man 
gave  him  a  white  mule  and  he  goes  away  back  out 
of  sight  to  travel  and  keep  away  from  persons. 
He  is  now  hiding  in  the  mountains  of  Nevada. 
I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  out  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  saying  that  Schlatter  was  seen 
on  his  white  mule,  riding  towards  the  wild  country 
in  Nevada.  The  people  tried  to  stop  him  and 
give  him  food,  etc.,  but  he  refused  every  offer  and 
went  ahead."  It  is  a  relief  to  learn  that  the  man 
is  not  deceiving  the  people  by  taking  their  money, 
but  we  cannot  see  why  one  so  gifted  in  healing,  as 
this  man  is  reported  to  be,  should  spend  his  pre- 
cious time  hiding  in  the  mountains  of  Nevada. 
In  addition  to  the  above  extract  our  correspond- 
ent states  much  concerning  the  work  done  in 
Denver,  which  has  been  published  heretofore,  and 
we  now  add  that  the  man,  on  his  white  mule,  is 
likely  to  be  heard  from  in  the  near  future.  If  he 
is  what  he  ought  to  be,  he  should  spend  his  time 
going  about  doing  good.  The  pound  in  a  napkin 
will  apply  with  emphasis  in  this  case. 


their  spiritual  natures  as  they  are  to  serve  them- 
selves and  develop  their  physical  forms,  there 
would  soon  be  a  wonderful  improvement  in  the 
moral  and  religious  condition  of  the  American  peo- 
ple.   

We  are  taught  to  pray  for  the  rulers  of  our  coun- 
try, and  every  Christian  takes  pleasure  in  praying 
for  those  who  are  disposed  to  do  the  right  thing. 
Especially  are  we  concerned  about  those  who  are 
known  to  be  religious  and  attend  church  services 
regularly.  Just  now  the  public  is  looking  for  the 
man  who  is  to  occupy  the  President's  chair  after 
the  fourth  of  next  March.  While  the  Messenger 
takes  no  part  in  such  matters,  still  this  page  will 
not  fail  to  chronicle,  now  and  then,  some  interest- 
ing religious  news  respecting  presidential  candi- 
dates as  well  as  others.  The  next  Sunday  after  his 
nomination  Mr.  McKinley  attended  church  at  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  where  he  had  superintended  the  Sunday 
school  thirty  years  before.  After  church  he  helped 
his  ar;ed  mother  into  her  carriage,  and  then  re- 
turned home  to  his  wife,  who,  on  account  of  being 
an  invalid,  is  unable  to  attend  church.  But  by 
means  of  a  telephone  she  can  hear  the  sermon  and 
singing  while  seated  in  her  own  room.  This  is  the 
woman  who,  though  too  weak  to  take  care  of  her- 
self, put  thousands  of  professing  Christians  to  open 
shame  a  few  years  ago,  by  offering  all  her  private 
property  to  pay  her  husband's  unfortunate  debts. 
In  the  eyes  of  God  those  who  occupy  high  places 
in  the  world  are  of  no  more  value  than  those  in  the 
lower  walks  of  life,  and  yet  (he  masses  may  be  great- 
ly benefited,  both  morally  and  religiously,  by  being 
occasionally  reminded  of  the  commendable  deeds 
of  the  few  who  reach  the  higher  stations  of  life. 


f  We  have  nothing  to  say  for  or  against  the  bi- 
cycle. It  is  capable  of  taking  care  of  itself,  but  it 
seems  to  be  playing  havoc  with  many  trades,  insti- 
tutions and  enterprises.     The  theaters  are  neglect- 


id  be 
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the  wheel  that  they  cannot  attend.  Churches, 
Sunday  schools  and  the  lecture  rooms  are  neglect- 
ed for  the  same  reason.  The  saloon-keeper  says 
men  who  use  the  wheel  will  not  buy  strong  drink, 
for  a  drunken  man  cannot  ride  the  bicycle.  The 
watch-maker  declares  that  the  young  men  and 
boys  save  their  money  for  wheels,  and  have  but 
little  left  to  purchase  watches.  The  cigar-maker  is 
also  lamenting  because  the  use  of  the  wheel  causes 
men  to  do  less  smoking.  No  one  suffers  more  than 
the  liveryman,  for  the  bicycles  can  travel  faster  than 
his  horses;  then  they  are  cheaper.  Even  the  tailor 
and  the  merchants  feel  that  they  are  losing  trade, 
as  wheelmen  prefer  cheap  clothing,  and  as  little  of 
that  as  possible.  Then  it  is  thought  that  the  phy- 
sician will  next  file  his  complaint,  for  the  craze 
after  the  wheel  is  giving  the  people  an  abundance 
of  vigorous  exercise  in  the  open  air,  which  will  in- 
sure more  good  health.  What  the  end  will  be  time 
alone  must  tell,  but  one  thing  is  certain,  millions 
upon  millions  of  dollars  are  being  spent  and  much 
precious  time  lost  by  those  seeking  personal  pleas- 
ure rather  than  the  glory  of  God.  Were  the  masses 
as  anxious  to  serve  the  God  of  heaven  and  develop 


About  230  miles  to  the  southeast  of  Africa  is  the 
Island  of  Madagascar.  It  is  350  miles  wide  and 
nearly  i.oco  miles  long,  and  is  only  partly  explored. 
The  interior  of  the  country  is  an  elevated  region, 
from  3,000  to  5,000  feet  above  the  sea-level,  with 
numerous  mountain  peaks  from  3,000  to  8000  feet 
high.  Most  of  the  coast  is  lowlands,  bordering 
on  plains  of  much  greater  elevation,  with  fine  soil 
and  immense  forests.  The  elevated  regions  are 
fairly  healthful,  but  the  lowlands  are  unsafe  for 
any,  save  the  most  hardy  natives.  Fruits  grow  in 
great  abundance,  while  vegetation  on  every  hand  is 
rank  and  varied.  On  the  lowlands  the  climate  is 
hot,  but  in  the  elevated  regions  it  is  delightful. 
Though  a  little  ice  now  and  then  forms  on  the 
highest  points,  snow  is  absolutely  unknown.  Ev- 
ery year  the  whole  island  is  more  or  less  disturbed 
by  volcanic  forces.  And  while  there  are,  at  this 
time,  no  active  volcanoes  on  the  island,  still  hun- 
dreds of  extinct  cones  may  be  seen.  The  inhab- 
itants are  heathens,  and  in  former  years  were  very 
much  given  to  idolatry  and  witchcraft.  On  ascend- 
ing her  throne  in  1882  the  present  queen  and  her 
husband  embraced  Christianity,  and  from  that  time 
the  condition  of  the  people  has  been  steadily  im- 
proving. Idol.s  were  burned,  churches  erected  and 
schools  for  the  children  opened.  But  during  the 
last  year  Madagascar  has  been  subjugated  by 
France,  and  hereafter  it  is  to  be  a  French  colony, 
subject  to  the  authority  and  influence  of  France. 
This,  of  course,  will  lead  to  general  civilization  and 
a  more  extensive  opening  up  of  every  part  of  the 
country  to  the  missionaries.  Here  is  an  opening 
for  at  least  one  thousand  good  workers.  A  bill  has 
already  been  passed  to  abolish  slavery.  And  while 
we  may  look  for  better  days  in  the  island,  on  ac- 
count of  French  protection,  still  we  fear  the  infidel 
tendency  of  the  French, 


TJdLJU    30SEHL    7>JCEiBSSnSrC3:BIB>. 


Ju'y  4,  i8 


-ZESSJLYS. 


■shamed,  rigtatl]   "     Hi  ■ 


LOVE  AT  HOME. 


SELECTED  DV  DAVIE 

Thrbe  is  beauty  all  around 
When  there's  love  at  homi 
There  is  joy  in  every  sound 


When  the 


Peace  and  plenty  here  abide. 
Smiling  sweet  on  every  side; 
Time  doth  sweetly  seem  to  gli 

When  there's  love  at  home. 
In  the  cottage  there  is  joy 

When  there's  love  at  home; 
Hate  and  envy  ne'er  annoy 

When  there's  love  at  home; 
Roses  blossom  'neath  our  feet, 
All  the  earth's  a  garden  sweet, 
Making  life  a  bliss  complete, 

When  there's  love  at  borne. 
Kindly  heaven  smiles  above 

When  there's  love  at  home; 
All  the  earth  is  filled  with  love 


When  the 


Sweeter  sings  the  brooklet  by, 
Rnghter  beams  the  azure  sky; 
O  there's  one  who  smiles  on  high, 

When  there's  love  at  home. 
Jesus,  show  thy  mercy  mine, 

Then  there's  love  at  home; 
Sweetly  whisper  I  am  thine, 

Then  there's  love  at  home; 
Source  of  love  thy  cheering  light, 
Far  exceeds  the  sun  so  bright. 
Can  dispel  the  gloom  of  night, 

Then  there's  love  at  home. 
Talent,  Oregon. 

UNBELIEF  AND  QOD'S  WAV  OF  HELPINO  IT. 


In  4  Parts — Part  a — Unbelief. —Its  Cause. 

The  cause  of  this  great  evil  is  an  important  topic 
tor  thought,  since  no  help  can  come  to  any  evil 
only  as  its  cause  is  understood. 

Among  the  many  things  that  contribute  to  unbe- 
lief. I  briefly  consider  the  following: 
I.  The  wide  gap  between  God  and  man. 
Man  is  finite,  imperfect,  and  limited  on  every 
riand  by  the  things  of  time  and  sense.  By  the  fall 
man  lost  his  spirituality,  became  carnal,  sold  under 
sin.  The  golden  links  of  faith  that  bound  him  to 
his  Maker  were  broken,  and  the  most  difficult  step 
for  him  to  take  in  the  homeward  journey,  is  from 
the  material  to  the  spiritual.  Even  Nicodemus,  a 
teacher  of  the  law,  cries  out,  "  How  can  a  man  be 
born  when  he  is  old?"  and  "How  can  these  things 
be?"  Sin  has  so  darkened  man's  vision,  and  dis- 
arranged every  faculty  of  his  being  that  the  sim- 
plest problems  in  the  spiritual  world  are,  to  him, 
shrouded  in  mystery.  Thus  he  stands  at  this  great 
distance  from  God,  viewing  everything  divine  in  a 
wrong  light.  The  farther  a  nation  or  an  individual 
wanders  from  God,  or  the  longer  one  lives  in  sin, 
the  greater  the  tendency  to  unbelief.  For  this 
reason  a  child's  faith  is  pure  and  strong,  and,  when 
rightly  directed,  moves  its  possessor  into  the  en- 
joyment of  the  highest  type  of  the  Christian  life. 
God  "hides  some  things  from  the  wise  and  prudent 
and  reveals  them  unto  babes,"  not  because  he  is 
partial,  but  because  some  are  so  near  him  in  spirit 
that  they  can  grasp  and  enjoy  spiritual  things. 
Dear  reader,  may  it  be  our  highest  aim  in  life  to 
induce  the  young  to  stay  with  Jesus,  and  the  wan- 
derer to  come  back  to  him. 

2.  Man's  desire  to  know  more  than  God  has  re- 
vealed, causes  him  to  doubt. 

Two  great  books,  nature  and  revelation,  have  been 
opened  before  us.  In  these,  everything  that  is 
needful  for  our  present  and  eternal  good  has  been 
revealed.  These  we  may  search  out  with  pleasure 
and  profit,  and  we  will  find  plenty  to  do.  Nothing 
in  either  book  tends  to  unbelief,  but  when  we  get 
out  of  these  and  begin  to  speculate  in  things  that 
God  has  wisely  hidden,  we  are  soon  lost  in  the  sea 
of  unbelief,    Adam's  desire  to  know  more   than 


God  told  him  drove  him  from  the  garden,  and  the 
same  prying  into  hidden  mysteries  has  ruined 
many  others. 

3  Man's  ignorance  of  what  he  might  know  pro- 
duces much  unbelief. 

We  are  inclined  to  doubt  that  which  we  do  not 
understand.  One  says,  "  I  cannot  understand  the 
claims  and  workings  of  the  Christian  religion, 
therefore  I  will  not  believe."  This  is  both  illogical 
and  inconsistent,  (i)  Because  he  is  constantly  be- 
lieving and  accepting  natural  hings  which  he  does 
not  understand.  (2)  Because  faith,  in  the  true 
sense,  begins  where  knowledge  ends.  True  knowl- 
edge is  the  foundation  of  faith,  but  when  we  have 
gone  as  far  in  our  search  for  truth  as  the  finite  per- 
mits, then  our  faith  takes  hold  of  all  that  God  has 
said  of  the  infinite,  even  though  we  do  not  under- 
stand it.  The  Jews  had  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
and  might  have  known  when  and  where  Jesus  would 
be  born,  and  just  what  kind  of  a  life  he  would  live; 
also  what  death  he  would  die,  but  their  ignorance 
of  this  knowledge  resulted  in  their  unbelief.  They 
said  to  Nicodemus  on  one  occasion,  "Search  and 
look,  for  out  of  Galilee  ariseth  no  prophet,"  while, 
at  the  same  time,  four  of  the  most  noted  prophets 
were  born  in  Galilee.  Nicodemus  might  have  well 
said,  "Physician,  heal  thyself."  It  is  much  the 
same  to-day  with  all  unbelief.  A  man  not  long 
since  said  to  me,  "  I  do  not  believe  the  Bible  is  the 
Word  of  God,"  and  when  I  asked  him  if  he  read 
the  Bible  he  answered,  "No,  and  I  don't  want,  to." 
Tom  Paine  said  he  did  not  recollect  any  chapters 
in  the  Old  Testament  except  Ps.  119  and  a  few 
chapters  in  Job  that  taught  the  idea  of  God,  and  he 
said  also  that  he  did  not  recollect  any  in  the  New 
Testament  that  did.  He  said  he  could  not  quote 
correctly  from  either,  for  he  kept  no  Bible.  No 
wonder  he  could  not  recollect.  Unbelief  and  poor 
memories  are  made  the  same  way  now. 

4.  Division  of  the  Christian  world  into  different 
sects  is  another  cause  of  unbelief. 

One  says,  "  Lo  here,"  and  another,  "Lo  there." 
This  is  the  truth,  and  that  is  the  truth,  and  many 
forms  of  unbelief  are  the  result.  The  many  differ- 
ent schools  of  medicine  shake  the  confidence  of 
men  in  the  science  and  its  advocates.  Jesus,  know- 
ing the  sad  results  of  division,  prayed  that  his  dis- 
ciples might  be  one,  even  as  he  and  his  Father 
were  one,  that  the  world  might  believe  in  him. 
Paul  says,  "  One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism," 
etc.,  but  the  world  has  many,  and  with  them  much 
unbelief.  The  unconverted  man  reasons  a  little 
this  way:  "  If  it  does  not  make  any  difference  what 
Jesus  says  on  baptism,  feet-washing,"  etc.,  as  many 
teachers  affirm  (in  substance  at  least),  then  Jesus 
certainly  does  not  mean  what  he  says  on  repent- 
ance, the  immortality  of  the  soul,"  etc.,  and  I  guess 
there  is  but  little  or  nothing  in  anything  the  Bible 
teaches." 

How  strange  that,  in  the  face  of  such  results, 
some  will  engender  strife  and  division,  and  even 
teach  that  God  accommodated  salvation  to  man's 
peculiar  notions.  If  I  believed  division  was  of 
God,  I  should  set  myself  to  the  multiplying  of 
sects  in  the  world  until  every  man  could  find  one 
to  suit  his  perverted  tastes,  and  in  this  I  should 
have  God's  help,  for  he  is  impartial,  and  if  he  built 
a  church  to  suit  me,  he  would  surely  aid  in  build- 
ing one  to  suit  every  other  man.  If  the  Christian 
world  were  one,  as  the  Bible  teaches  it  should  be, 
unbelief  in  any  form  would  be  scarce. 

5.  Speculative  theology,  fictitious  and  question- 
able literature  from  the  pen  of  the  so-called  great 
religious  writers  is  a  fruitful  source  of  unbelief. 

One  thing  along  this  line  greatly  astonishes  me. 
Parents  are  very  careful  to  pick  the  bones  out  of 
fish  that  is  set  before  their  children,  and  in  no  case 
would  they  knowingly  permit  poison  to  be  mixed 
with  the  food  for  their  children's  bodies,  and  yet 
they  permit,  yea,  even  purchase  for  themselves  and 
their  children  literature  more  deadly  to  the  mind 
and  soul  than  fishbones  or  poison  to  the  body. 
Let  there  be  more  bone-picking  and  poison-extract- 
ing from  the  food  given  the  souls  of  children  in  the 
homes,  and  the  army  of  unbelievers  will  be  greatly 
lessened  in  the  next  generation.    To  the  youthful 


reader  let  me  say,  If  others  fail  to  do  the  picking 
for  you,  you  should  see  that  these  germs  of  poison 
that  kill  the  soul  find  no  placf  in  your  libraries. 

6.  Again.  Unbelief  is  fostered  by  many  schools 
and  colleges.  It  is  not  owing  to  the  sciences 
'    ight,  but  because  true  science  is  not  taught,  and 


because   of   the 


exerted    over  the 


pupil 


by  skeptical  professors.  It  has  been  said,  "  Like 
priest,  like  people,"  and  the  adage  is  equally  true 
of  teacher  and  student.  I  am  glad  our  young  peo- 
ple can  attend  colleges  where  this  evil  will  be  care- 
fully guarded.  Here  is  the  necessity  for  visiting 
elders,  in  sympathy  with  education  and  sound  in  the 
faith. 

The  la<t,  but  perhaps  not  the  least,  cause  I  as- 
sign for  unbelief,  is  the  failures  and  inconsistencies 
of  those  who  profess  to  believe.  I  do  not  mean 
that  all  are  inconsistent,  for  I  lake  a  very  different 
view  of  the  Christian  world,  but  I  will  say  that  the 
number  is  far  too  great.  Oh,  how  sad  that  any 
should,  instead  of  doing  as  Jesus  said  in  Matt.  28, 
"  Go  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,"  go  and 
make  infidels,  but  it  is  done.     Let  me  illustrate: 

1.  One  says  the  Bib'e  is  an  inspired  book,  but 
you  point  him  to  some  duty  he  does  not  wish  to 
observe  and  he  answers  that  is  only  man's  opinion. 

2.  Some  say  the  Bible  is  a  perfect  law,  but  con- 
tains many  things  that  are  non-essential. 

3.  Jesus  says,  "  He  that  believeth  the  Son  (Greek 
'  obeyeth  the  Son  ')  shall  see  life,"  but  some  say 
he  shall  see  life  even  though  he  does  not  obey. 

4.  Too  many  fathers  are  like  the  one  that  gave 
his  boy  a  sheep  if  he  would  not  chew  tobacco  un- 
til twenty-one  years  of  age.  After  the  sheep  was 
marked,  the  boy  said,  "  Father,  you  better  mark 
one  for  yourself." 

5.  There  are  too  many  preachers  that  say,  "  Do 
as  I  tell  you  and  not  as  I  do."  Oh  for  more  Paul- 
like followers  that  can  safely  say,  "  Be  ye  follow- 
ers of  me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ." 

In  closing  this  topic  let  us  remember  two  things: 

1.  God  is  in  no  way  responsible  for  unbelief  nor 
for  any  ol  its  sad  results. 

2.  The  cause  of  unbelief  is  not  arbitrary  and  «a 
shall  find  no  excuse  for  it  in  the  judgment. 


THE  GREAT  NEED  OF  THE  BRETHREN  CHURCH. 

The  editor  of  the  Brethren  Evangelist,  the  Pro- 
gressive organ,  requested  a  number  of  his  able 
contributors  to  write  on  "  The  Great  Need  of  the 
Brethren  Chureh."  Only  two  responded,  and  one 
was  B.  C.  Moomaw,  a  former  contributor  to  the 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  Below  we  give  that  part 
of  his  article  which  will  be  of  special  interest  to 
our  readers.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Progres- 
sives have  long  since  learned  the  folly  of  attempt- 
ing to  build  up,  and  maintain,  in  good  working 
order,  a  body  of  people  without  thorough  organi- 
zation. But  the  writer  tells  that  more  forcibly 
than  we  can.     He  says: 

"The  imperfections  of  the  aggregate  differ  little 
from  the  imperfections  of  the  units  of  which  it  is 
composed.  The  Brethren  church  was  a  protest 
against  certain  errors  of  the  German  Baptist 
church  from  which  it  sprang.  It  is  the  verdict  of 
history  that  religious  revulsions  have  a  tendency 
to  opposite  extn  mes.  The  Brethren  church  can- 
not wholly  claim  exception.  From  intense  epis- 
copacy we  swung  over  to  the  most  liberal  Congre- 
gationalism. The  secession  struck  a  tremendous 
blow  at  organic  union  by  making  as  many  church- 
es as  there  were  congregations,  with  a  minimum 
degree  of  adhesion  between  them.  Instead  of  'The 
Church,'  we  had  'The  Churches.' 

"  The  New  Testament  has  both. 

"In  this  matter,  as  in  most  others,  I  apprehend 
that  the  truth  is  to  be  found  between  the  two  ex- 
tremes. 

"Consistency  as  well  as  conviction  leads  me  to 
say  that  perhaps  the  greatest  need  of  the  Breth- 
ren church  to-day  is  organization.  Our  position 
among  the  sects  is,  and  for  several  generations  to 
come  will  continue  to  be,  polemical.  In  doctrine 
we  are  peculiar  and  distinctive.  All  the  great 
schools  of  doctrinal  teaching  strenuously  deny  our 
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ms     We  are  arrayed  not  only  against  the 

C      nerate  world,  but  against  the  theological  w 

rell.     We  are  few  and  they  are  many.     We 

3Se3l;   and   they   are    mighty.     We   are    practit 

disorganized,  and  they   are   thoroughly  organized. 

How  "can  we  hope  to  win  this  battle,  how  can  we 

ect  to  escape   annihilation  "and  oblivion  if  we 

fioht  in  loose  and  disjointed  detachments? 

"The  very  fact  of  our  weakness  in  numbers,  as 

ell  as  the  comparative  ineffectuality  of  our  influ- 

nce  in  the  world,  makes  it  necessary  that  we  be 

reanized  with  the   compactness  of  a  Macedonian 

phalanx. 

"Everything  which  we  are  accustomed  to  re- 
gard as  needs  of  the  church  will  find  their  answer 
and  their  antidote  in  organization.  Of  course  or- 
ganization will  not  supply  grace.  Neither  will  the 
lack  of  it.  But  organization  is  common  sense,  and 
common  sense  is  the  next  thing  to  grace.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  say  what  everybody  already  knows. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  fill  a  column  with  statements 
and  proofs  that  we  need  more  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
more  love,  etc.  Who  doesn't  know  these  things? 
But  these  blessings  we  need  as  individuals,  and  not 
until  we  possess  them  as  induiduals  will  the  unc- 
tion be  manifest  in  the  church. 

"Thorough  organization  will  give  us  schools, 
missions,  literature,  and  all  those  material  agen 
cies  so  necessary  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  church. 
See  what  it  has  done  in  these  respects  for  the  Ger- 
man Baptists.  In  these  great  departments  of 
church  activity  they  have  out-progressed  the  Pro- 
gressives. Their  history  during  the  last  ten  or  fif- 
teen years  is  marvelous.  The  German  is  prover- 
bially parsimonious,  as  well  as  proverbially  con- 
servative. His  conservatism  has  its  roots  in  his 
parsimony.  It  saves  expenditure.  It  fences  him 
in  against  demands  for  money.  Missions,  schools, 
books,  tracts  and  papers  are  expensive,  therefore 
every  excuse  is  eagerly  sought  which  will  justify 
indifference  or  hostility  to  these  causes.  Summer- 
-  field  said  that  it  was  as  painful  to  get  money  from 
a  German. as  to  squeeze  blood  from  his  fingers. 
Nevertheless  we  have  witnessed  a  marvelous  ex- 
pansion among  the  German  Baptists,  involving  the 
expenditure  of  perhaps  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  all  of  which  has  apparently  been  cheerful- 
ly supplied.  Of  course  the  volume  of  work  done 
doesen't  compare  with  what  other  denominations 
do,  in  proportion  to  numbers  and  wealth,  but  for 
the  German  Baptist  Brethren,  with  their  record  for 
extreme  conservatism,  it  is  little  less  than   miracu- 

"  Without  their  compact  organization  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  little  or  none  of  this  work  would  have 
been  accomplished. 

"Organization  gives  the  sense  of  power,  the 
sense  of  power  awakens  enthusiasm,  and  enthusi- 
asm opens  the  purse  strings.  Without  enthusiasm 
you  may  perhaps  compel  a  little  dribbling  stream 
of  contributions  to  church  causes,  but  a  mouse 
could  drink  it  all  up.  It  is  necessary  to  rouse  the 
dormant  soul.  The  cold  sense  of  duty  must  be 
warmed  and  reinforced  by  the  electric  energy  of 
zeal,  else  the  '  hidden  treasures  of  darkness '  will 
never  see  the  light.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be, 
but  it  is  as  it  is." 


LIFE  AND  CHARACTER  OF  KINO  SAUL.— 1  Sam.  10. 

A  SERMON  OUTLINE  BY  I.  J.  ROSENBERGER. 

Saul  was  Israel's  first  king.  He  became  King-by 
God's  permission  only.  Samuel  urged  his  advice 
that  they  have  no  king.  But  "they  said,  Nay,  but 
we  will  have  a  king  over  us,  that  we  also  may  be 
like  other  nations." 

What  a  woeful  snare  the  foregoing  desire  proved 
to  ancient  Israel!  And  as  history  repeats  itself,  it 
ls  a  snare  to-day  to  modern  Israel.  To  be  like 
other  people,  other  churches,  is,  we  fear,  the  mov- 
lng  cause  in  many  instances.  "If  I  yet  seek  to 
P'ease  man  I  am  an  enemy  to  God."  What  a  note 
of  warning!     We  notice  Saul's  life  in  two  periods. 

I.  The  period  of  his  meek  and  faithful  life. 


1.  The  Lord,  when  he  wants  workers,  calls  not 
idlers  but  those  that  are  zealous, — busy.  Saul  was 
hunting  his  father's  asses.  Moses  and  David  were 
busy  shepherds.  Simon  and  Andrew  were  fishing. 
James  and  John  were  mending  their  nets,  etc. 

Reader,  are  you  busy?  Our  reward  will  be  for 
'our  work.  Even  the  branch  that  bears  fruit  is  to 
be  purged  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.  It 
is  the  faithful  alone  that  will  be  promoted,  "made 
ruler  over  many  things." 

2.  Mark  his  humble  speech  to  Samuel  on  being 
anointed  king.  "Am  not  I  a  Benjamite,  of  the 
smallest  tribes  of  Israel?  and  my  family  the  least 
of  all  the  families  of  tho  tribe  of  Benjamin?" 
Like  the  publican  he  embraced  the  doctrine,  "  He 
that  humblelh  himself  shall  be  exalted." 

3.  To  fit  Saul  for  his  great  work,  Samuel  as- 
sured him,  that  "  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come 
upon  thee."  The  Spirit  was  an  essential  factor  in 
fitting  Samson,  Samuel,  and  the  apostles,  each  for 
their  work.  Reader,  it  is  equally  essential  now; 
"whose  fruit  is  love,  joy,  peace,"  etc.  "  For  if  any 
man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of 
his." 

//.  His  fallen  state  by  transgression. 
I.  Samuel  bade  Saul  tarry  at  Gilgal  seven  days 
until  he  would  come  down  and  offer  sacrifice  and 
bid  him  what  to  do.  I  Sam.  13:  8.  But  Saul,  like 
Uzziah,  took  upon  himself  to  act  as  priest  and  offer 
sacrifice.  When  reproved  by  pious  Samuel  and 
told  that  his  kingdom  should  not  continue,  he 
sought,  first,  to  justify  himself  in  his  transgression, 
second,  he  sought  to  rest  the  censure  on  Samuel, 
in  not  coming  at  the  time  he  named;  third,  there 
was  no  repentance  offered;  fourth,  he  confessed 
his  deep  remorse  of  conscience.  He  said,  "  I  forced 
myself  and  offered  burnt  offerings."  It  is  not  nec- 
essarily sin  always  that  ruins,  but  the  lack  of  re- 
pentance. It  is  a  Bible  teaching,  "If  he  repent 
forgive  him."  How  dark  the  crime,  when  done 
knowingly,  in  open  violation  to  plainly-written 
law!  Add  to  this  the  lashings  of  a  guilty  con- 
science within  their  own  heaving  breast. 

2.  Samuel  again  bids  Saul  to  go,  smite  the  Ama- 
lekites  and  utterly  destroy  all  they  have.  "Slay 
both  man  and  woman,  infant  and  suckling,  ox  and 
sheep,  camel  and  ass."  I  Sam.  15.  Saul,  on  meet- 
ing Samuel  after  his  return,  saluted  the  prophet 
with  this  cheering  address:  "Blessed  be  thou  of 
the  Lord;  I  have  performed  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord."  It  did  not  do  then,  nor  will  it  do  now, 
to  accept  of  mere  statements,  even  if  they  do 
come  from  those  of  high  rank.  The  prophet  put 
Saul  on  the  witness  stand,  and  poor  Saul  was  soon 
compelled  to  see  the  lonely,  dark  future  that  await- 
ed him.  The  bleating  of  the  sheep  and  the  low- 
ing of  the  oxen  proved  to  be  swift  witnesses 
against  the  King,  like  the  crowing  cock  in  Peler's 
case.  Saul  made  a  last  effort  to  vindicate  his  case 
by  affirming,  "Yea  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  .  .  ■  and  have  utterly  destroyed  the 
Amalekites  but  the  people  took  of  the  spoil,  sheep 
and  oxen,"  etc. 

To  this  the  prophet  replied,  "To  obey  is  better 
than  sacrifice."  Following  this  was  the  verdict, 
"Because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
he  hath  also  rejected  thee  from  being  king."  To 
this  sad  message  the  King  confesses  his  guilt,  "  I 
have  sinned."  It  was  no  credit  to  the  King  to 
confess  his  guilt  when  he  was  caught.  I  seriously 
doubt  if  the  Lord  is  pleased  with  a  confession  that 
is  made  after  every  effort  possible  has  been  made 
to  hide  guilt,  and  cover  up  crime.  It  is  worthy 
of  notice  that  Saul  had  destroyed  the  Amalekites 
in  part,  at  least,  but  he  had  not  done  the  work  as 
thoroughly  as  the  prophet  defined.  His  duty  was 
clearly  defined.  He  should  have  obeyed  fully  in 
the  manner  as  indicated.  Paul  says,  "  Keep  the 
ordinances,  as  I  delivered  them  to  you."  This 
language   implies   two  things,— number   and   man- 

The  facts  are,  the  language  in  which  the  proph- 
et clothed  the  message  to  Saul  was  too  plain  to 
be  misunderstood.  He  was  left  without  excuse. 
In  like  manner  the  commandments  of  Jesus,  with 
our  duty,  as  defined  in  the  Gospel,  are  too  plain  to 


be  misunderstood.  Jesus  came  here  and  told  us 
what,  and  showed  us  how.  Hence  we  have  no 
excuse  for  violation. 

///.  Observations. 

I.  To  aU  appearances  Saul  made  his  defense  in 
good  faith, — was  honest.  Persons  may  be  sincere, 
may  educate  themselves  to  believe  a  doctrine  for- 
eign to  truth.  Their  candor,  like  Saul's,  will  not 
save  them.     Paul  was  honest  before  his  conversion, 


ell; 


afte 


ind  is  transgression, 
ng  out  the  key-stone 


2.  As  Saul  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord,  so 
God  rejected  Saul.  Man  is  fully  the  architect  of 
his  own  great  future.  "Whatsoever  a  man  soweth 
that  shall  he  also  reap." 

3.  To  all  appearances  Saul's  place  was  good, — 
seemed  to  be  an  improvement  over  the  Lord's.. 
Here  was  King  Agag,  a  captive,  as  evidence  that 
the  nation  was  destroyed.  Then,  also,  the  best  of 
the  flocks  were  saved  to  do  sacrifice  to  the  Lord1. 
It  was  substitution.  The  law  of  substitution  will! 
do  in  mathematics,  but  in  religion  it  must  be  the 
thing  commanded.     Substitution  will  not  do. 

4.  As  Saul  died  a  transgressor,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  he  got  any  reward  for  the  good  he  did 
do.  "Whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  and 
yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all."  "  For 
he  that  said,  Do  not  commit  adultery,  said  also,  Do 
not  kill.  Now,  if  thou  commit  no  adultery,  yet  if 
thou  kill,  thou  art  become  a  transgressor  of  the 
law."  Leaving  out  one  cor 
and  is  well  said  to  be  like  h 
in  an  arch. 

SPRIMKLINfJ  vs.  IMIV1ERSION.-PRO  AND  CON. 

Number  One. 

It  is  within  the  last  few  years  only  that  the  ad- 
vocates of  sprinkling, — and  that  the  most  radical 
of  them, — have  ventured  to  make  the  assertion, 
that  the  Bible  does  not  teach  immersion.  The 
primitive  fathers,  Greek  scholars,  and  reformers, 
all  declare  immersion  to  be  the  original  and  Scrip- 
tural mode  of  baptism.  This  is  grounded  upon< 
the  meaning  of  the  word  and  the  practice  of  all  an- 
tiquity. Ecclesiastical  history  shows  that  im- 
mersion was  the  prevailing  mode  for  thirteen  cen- 
turies,— the  advocates  of  aspersion,  claiming  for 
sprinkling  and  pouring  the  validity  of  a  compend 
only.  Since  the  Reformation  the  baptismal  con- 
troversy among  theologians  has  demonstrated  that 
immersion  is  abundantly  sustained  by  lexicogra- 
raphers,  by  ecclesiastical  history,  and  the  Bible. 

Out  of  this  sea  of  controversy  has  arisen,  of  late 
years,  a  number  of  disputants  whose  mental  caliber 
will  not  admit  of  an  extended  field  of  investiga- 
tion, and,  in  order  to  rid  themselves  of  the  burden 
of  proof,  have,  in  the  face  of  all  that  has  been 
written  on  the  subject,  denied  in  toto  the  existence 
of  immersion  in  the  Bible.  This  has  been  a  most 
inconsiderate  step  on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of 
:oncessions  of  pedo- 
and  is  equivalent  to 
dogma  in  theology, 
critical  investigation, 
die  ground  of  faith, 
cographers  as  the  interpreters  of  the 
of  terms,  and  the  usage  of  language, 
has  a  history,  and  the  Bible  has  a  history, 
and  we  cannot  separate  baptism,  as  a  Christian 
rite,  either  from  history  or  the  Bible.  The  advo- 
cates of  aspersion  may  shift  their  position,  but 
that  will  not  remove  a  single  difficulty  that  the 
advocates  of  immersion  have  thrown  in  their  way. 
It  will  be  construed  rather  as  an  evidence  of  the 
weakness  of  their  cause.  To  deny  that  the  sun 
has  light  will  not  avail,  while  the 


aspersion,  as 
baptist  author 
the  establishn 

t  ignores   the 
;  and  scholars, 
ent   of  a  new 

This  will 

not  stand  the  test  of 

while  we 

take 

the    Bible   as 

Baptis 


continues  to 


The  line  of  argument  by  which  they  aim,  with 
one  blow,  to  strike  out  of  existence  the  idea  of  im- 
mersion from  the  Bible,  is  substantially  as  fol- 
lows:— 

1.  Baptism  considered  in  the  light  of  figures. 

2.  In  the  light  of  prophecy. 

3.  In  the  light  of  their  fulfillment  in  the  Gospel. 
The  ground-work  of  this  line  of  argument  is  as- 
sumed to  be  the  Word  of  God,  as  the  only  authority 
upon  the  mode  of  Christian  baptism,    They  claim 
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and  con,  and  we  will  hear  the  argument  in   favor 
sprinkling,  drawn  from  Ex.  14. 

THE  BAPTISM  IN  THE  CLOUD  AND  IN  THE  SEA  CONSir 
ERED  IN  FAVOR  OF  SPRINKLING. 


The  passage  of  the  Red  Sea  by  the  children  oi 
Israel  on  their  way  from  Egypt  to  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, is  a  figure  of  Christian  baptism.  Paul  tells 
us  it  was  a  baptism,  in  writing  to  the  Corinthians, 
in  his  first  letter,  tenth  chapter.  "  Moreover,  breth- 
ren, I  would  not  have  you  ignorant,  how  that  all 
our  fathers  were  under  the  cloud,  and  all  passed 
through  the  sea;  and  were  all  baptized  unto  Moses 
in  the  cloud  and  in  the  sea."  Let  us  settle  the 
mode  of  this  baptism,— this  figurative  baptism, — 
and  it  will  decide  all  other  cases  of  baptism  named 
in  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

Moses  gives  a  clear  statement  of  this  great 
event.  He  states  that  the  children  of  Israel  went 
through  the  sea  on  dry  ground;  and  he  repeats  the 
fact  as  though  he  would  have  men  know  that  the 
ground  was  dry  under  their  feet.  Since,  then,  the 
ground  was  dry  under  their  feet,  and  the  sea  stood 
as  a  wall  to  the  right  and  left  of  them,  we  must 
look  to  the  cloud  as  the  source  of  this  historic  bap- 
tism. It  is  clear  from  the  statement  that  the  cloud 
was  over  them  as  they  passed  through  the  sea,  and 
a  sprinkling  of  raindrops  fell  upon  them  from  the 
cloud.  In  support  of  this  we  are  referred  to  Psalm 
77,  where  it  says,  "  The  clouds  poured  out  water." 
The  rain  falling  upon  the  people  as  they  passed 
through  the  sea,  is  a  clear  case  of  baptism  by 
sprinkling.  Having  proved  the  mode  of  this  first 
historic  baptism,  it  establishes  the  mode  for  all. 


The  baptism  in  the  cloud  was  one  act;  the  bap- 
tism in  the  sea  was  another.  They  were  all  in  the 
cloud  when  they  were  baptized  unto  Moses  in  the 
cloud.  Moses  records  the  fact  in  Ex.  40:  34,  35, 
"  Then  a  cloud  covered  the  tent  of  the  congrega- 
tion, and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  taber- 
nacle. And  Moses  was  not  able  to  enter  the  tent  of 
the  congregation,  because  the  cloud  abode  thereon, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  tabernacle," 
But  the  fact  remains  the  same  whether  they  were  in 
the  cloud  before  they  entered  the  sea,  or  whether 
they  were  in  the  cloud  after  they  crossed  the  sea;  it 
is  enough  that  the  Word  of  God  says  they  were  bap- 
tized in  the  cloud,  and  is  an  unmistakable  figure  of 
immersion.  d.  h. 
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THE  CLOUD  AND  IN  THE  SEA  CONSID- 
IN  FAVOR  OF  IMMERSION. 


In  support  of  the  argument  that  the  passage  of 
the  Red  Sea  is  a  figure  of  baptism,  and  a  proof  of 
immersion,  Paul  says,  "  I  would  not  that  ye  should 
be  ignorant  how  that  all  our  fathers  were  under 
the  cloud,  and  all  passed  through  the  sea;  and  were 
all  baptized  unto  Moses  in  the  cloud  and  in  the 
sea."  Here  Paul  says  they  were  baptized  in  the 
cloud,  and  in  the  sea.  He  does  not  say  they  were 
baptized  in  raindrops  from  the  cloud.  Besides, 
how  could  the  ground  be  dry  under  their  feet,  and 
the  cloud  pouring  down  rain  upon  their  heads? 
The  quotation  from  Ps.  77  proves  too  much  for 
sprinkling.  The  Psalmist  speaks  of  clouds;  "The 
clouds  poured  out  water."  In  the  passage  of  the 
Red  Sea  there  was  but  one  cloud.  It  was  the  sym- 
bol of  God's  presence,  and  not  a  rain  cloud.  The 
quotation  from  David  would  prove  pouring  if  it 
proved  anything,  but  it  evidently  has  no  connec- 
tion with  the  passage  of  the  Red  Sea,  as  the  Sa- 
cred historian  says  they  were  all  under  the  cloud, 
and  all  passed  through  the  sea.  There  is  no  mention 
made  of  rain,  spray,  fog,  nor  mist.  Paul  states  they 
were  baptized  in  the  cloud,  and  in  the  sea.  Then 
they  were  in  the  cloud  when  they  were  baptized  in 
the  cloud,  and  they  were  in  the  sea  when  they  were 
baptized  in  the  sea.  There  is  no  evidence  of  pouring 
of  water,  nor  of  sprinkling  of  raindrops  in  the  case. 
Before  the  children  of  Israel  entered  the  Red  Sea, 
"  the  pillar  of  cloud  went  from  before  their  face, 
and  stood  behind  them,  and  it  came  between  the 
camp  of  the  Egyptians  and  the  camp  of  Israel." 
Then  the  cloud  was  behind  them,  and  stood  be- 
tween them  and  the  Egyptians.  It  gave  light  to 
Israel,  but  was  darkness  to  Pharaoh's  host.  The 
Israelites  went  into  "the  midst  of  the  sea,"  and 
passed  through  it  in  safety  to  land,  and  this  is  a 
striking  figure  of  immersion.  The  cloud  was  not 
over  the  children  of  Israel  when  they  passed 
through  the  sea, 
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not  be  far  distant, 
thought  may  be  indulged  in  at  long  distances  with- 
out any  visible  means  of  transpoitation.  In  our 
bodies,  which  are  little  worlds  of  divine  origin,  we 
have  the  nervous  system,  through  which  run  rods 
and  rods  of  nerve  cords,  over  which,  instantaneous- 
ly, vibrates  every  phase  of  emotion  or  will-power. 
So  may  there  be  in  the  physical  world,  and  sur- 
rounding universe,  a  system  of  intricate  threads  of 
marvelous  possibilities  that,  if  we  knew  how  to 
touch  the  key-board  and  how  to  become  recipients 
at  either  end,  all  would  be  as  plain  ; 
It  is  possible  that  I  here  was  more 
origin  of  witchcraft  in  New  Engl; 
than  we  usually  give  credit  for.  To  believe  in  The 
possibility  of  witchery  of  itself  opens  the  mind  to 
become,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  easy  prey  of  impres- 
sions from  others;  hence  it  was  possible  for  an  evil- 
disposed  person  to  aggravate  another,  especially  in 
an  age  of  excitement  and  superstition,  and  fear  it- 
self would  produce  an  abnormal  condition  of  the 
bodily  ailments.  To  passively 
be  he  friend  or  foe,  the  hypnot- 
c  condition  may  be  produced,  but  a  stubborn  re- 
iistance  is  the  safeguard  under  all  such  circum- 
itances.  Well-informed,  stable  minds,  need  have 
i  of  witches,  ghosts,  or  anything  of  that 
'he  superstitious  and  ignorant  minds  be- 
:eptive  to  all  kinds  of  nonsensical  theories, 
the  ones  that  become  befuddled  and  are 
ptive,  like  the  "  silly  women,"  of  whom  the 
apostle  speaks. 

Next  we  shall  notice,  somewhat,  the  phenomena 
of  the  wonderful  powers  of  the  mind,  in  its  opera- 
tions and  effects  in  healing  ailments 'of  the  body. 
Enough  has  been  said  and  enough  clearly  demon- 
strated to  show  that  the  body  is  subservient  to  the 
dictates  of  the  human  will.  The  will  power  of  one 
person  may  become  supreme  in  the  person  of  an- 
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ised  to  concentrate,  direct  and  en- 
be  from  a  religious  standpoint,  no 
oneous  the  religious  principles  be,  or 
a  rational  magnetic  course  of  procedure  the 
s  are  the  same.  With  many  persons  a  re- 
s  fanaticism  will  produce  the  necessary  quies. 
and  responsive  mood  more  readily  than  any 
course.  But  when  the  same  mind  and  will 
ire  aroused  and  brought  under  the  control  of 
1  influence,  by  animal  magnetism,  or  other- 
parate  and  apart  from  any  religious  pre- 
tense whatever,  the  results  are  always  the  same  so 
far  as  healing  is  concerned. 

The  question  may  be  asked  right  here,  "  How 
can  these  things  be?"  They  can  be  because  all 
are  in  harmony  with  the  same  laws  of  cause  and  ef- 
fect, which  are  eternal.  If  the  human  organism 
can  be  demoralized  in  its  powers  of  locomotion, 
through  the  power  of  the  will,  and  a  healthy  body 
be  destroyed  in  the  same  way,  as  is  well  known  by 
the  medical  and  scientific  world,  why  may  we  not 
readily  understand  how  it  is  that  disease  may  be 
dethroned  in  like  manner?  Imagination  will  kill 
and  it  will  cure.  Disorders  of  the  body  can  be 
brought  on  and  nurtured  by  the  operation  of  the 
mind.  Physicians  know  full  well  the  importance  of  *( 
getting  the  patient  to  have  confidence  in  them  andj  1 
their  course  of  treatment.  In  fact,  this  is  the  key-/ 
note  to  success.  When  once  the  will  power  be- 
comes supreme,  the  disorders  of  the  body  must  suc- 
cumb and  lose  their  hold,  just  as  a  gorge  of  drift- 
wood across  a  stream  gives  way,  when  the  force 
of  the  gathering  strength  of  the  obstructed  waters 
become  strongest,  and  asserts  its  right  to  pass  on 
in  its  rightful  channel. 

Especially  does  this  law  of  right  assert  itself 
more  readily  to  the  force  of  the  mind  in  nervous 
disorders,  or  ailments  more  or  less  in  sympathy 
with  the  nervous  system. 

To  more  fully  illustrate  this  subject  to  the  under- 
standing of  minds  of  ordinary  intelligence,  we  re- 
mark, that  the  inner  man,  or  the  intellectual  part 
of  man,  is  somewhat  like  a  sponge,  of  a  capacity  to 
receive  whatever  comes  in  contact  with  it  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  absorbed.  Sponges  grow  in  water,  there- 
fore liquids  are  congenial  to  their  nature  and  they 
will  absorb  any  kind  of  liquid  that  they  come  in 
contact  with.  Man,  as  we  have  before  said,  is  a 
creation  susceptible  of  being  influenced  by  his  en- 
vironments, when  in  a  condition  to  reciprocate  or 
receive.  The  sponge  will  only  absorb  a  liquid  by 
coming  in  contact  with  it;  so  .the  mind  must,  pas- 
sively or  actively,  be  in  touch  with  the 
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absorbs 
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something  of  a  nature  destructive  to  its  materi 
make-up,  the  result  will  be  destruction  unless  by 
absorption  another  liquid  is  taken  in,  that  neutral- 
izes the  deleterious  effects  of  whatever  has  been 
taken  in.  Just  so  in  those  cases  of  disease  that 
come  in  line  with  the  nervous  system,  and  diseases 
are  largely  of  that  nature.  When,  through  the 
mind,  a  force  becomes  operative  in  the  material 
body,  that  neutralizes  the  destructive  nature  of  dis- 
ease, it  no  longer  is  a  disease;  the  weaker  gives  way 
to  the  stronger  force  and  the  unobstructed  stream 
of  life  runs  on  in  its  rightful  channel. 

As  we  have  set  forth  in  the  peculiar  workings  of 
mesmerism,  the  person  influenced  by  another  loses 
his  bodily  and  mental  identity;  that  is,  he  is  entire- 
ly under  the  control  of  the  operator.     In  animal 
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„netism  the  stronger  forces  of  the  one  are  ab- 
rbed  by  the  weaker  and  as  a  result  the  one  re- 
viving the  magnetic  life  powers  of  the  other  is 
benefited.  In  the  same  way  "  faith  healers,"  "  di- 
vine healers,"  "  Christian  science  healers,"  come  in 
on  these  same  lines,— the  variations  being  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  different  processes  used,  that  the 
me  end  may  be  reached.  There  must  be  some 
theory  advanced  in  order  to  get  a  concentration  of 
thought,  or,  at  least,  to  get  the  mind  in  a  passive 
state.  By  studiously  reading  on  certain  lines,  or 
by  continued  thinking,  or  by  hearing  another  per- 
son discourse  on  the  wonderful  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  accepting  this  or  that  theory,  the  per- 
son to  be  benefited  comes  into  a  receptive  con- 
dition, open  for  the  infusion  of  the  mind  force,  or 
magnetism  of  the  operator.  Often  the  effect  is  in- 
stantaneous,—with  others  it  is  gradual.  One  thing, 
as  a  result,  frequently  follows,  and  that  is,  the  pa- 
tients, to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  lose  their  own 
identity  of  thought,  or  will-power,  and  become  a 
part  or  factor  of  being  in  the  realm  of  the  opera' 
or's  life.  It  matters  not  what  the  theory  is  that  is 
held  by  the  operator,  whether  true  or  false,  the  pa- 
tient accepts  the  theory  and  begins  to  live  a  life  in 
harmony  with  the  same.  If  the  life,  mind  and  spir- 
it of  the  operator  is  of  a  superior  quality,  the  pa- 
tient loses  nothing,  but  if  the  life,  mind  and  spirit 
are  of  an  inferior  quality,  then  the  patient  will  suf- 
fer loss. 

Here  we  touch  a  key-note  that  sounds  out  a 
warnin"  most  significant,  and  of  momentous  impor- 
tance. The  infidel  and  skeptic  may  lead  his  victim 
out  into  the  regions  of  eternal  darkness.  The  de- 
stroyer of  souls  may  get  a  foothold  that  will  be 
hard  to  remove.  Eternal  life  may  be  forfeited  in 
exchange  for  a  few  years  of  bodily  health.  Not 
necessarily  does  one  need  to  make  such  a  forfeit, 
because  health  may  be  regained  with  equal  assur- 
ance on  a  line  of  true  theory  and  in  harmony  with 
the  Gospel  that  saves  the  soul,  of  which  we  shall 
speak  later  on. 
Lot  Angeles,  Col. 
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NON-CONFORMITY. 


C.  D.  HYLTON. 


I  urge  the  following  objections  to  fashionable 
dressing: 

{a)  It  placet  its  followers  in  bondage —makes  slaves 
of  them.  They  have  no  right  to  choose  what  they 
will  wear.  They  must  accept  of  whatever  the  god- 
dess of  fashion  dictates. 

(i)  They  dress  to  fulfill  the  lust  of  the  eve.  Not 
their  own  eyes,  but  the  eyes  of  other  people.  Test, 
If  everybody  were  blind  but  myself,  would  I  dress 
as  I  do? 

(c)  The  fashions  are  not  comfortable.  The  ears 
must  be  pierced  and  the  body  squeezed  until  the 
bones  assume  an  unnatural  shape.  Premature 
death  soon  ends  the  earthly  sufferings  and  the  vic- 
tim goes  before  God  to  answer  for  suicide. 

(d)  They  are  not  beautiful.  Twenty  five  years 
ago  a  lady  could  scarcely  enter  a  common  door  on 
account  of  the  magnitude  of  the  fashion.  Later  the 
hideous  bangs  and  still  later  the  ponderous  pro- 
tuberance in  the  rear,  and  now  the  "  awful  big " 
sleeves.  None  of  them  are  beautiful  but  were 
fashionable.     "  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world." 

Roanoke,  La. 

WAS  THE  TEMPLE  CLEANSED  THREE  TIMES? 

BY  ALBERT  SHARP. 


We  say  it  was  for  these  reasons:  Of  course  all 
agree  that  John  2:  15  took  place  soon  after  Jesus 
commenced  his  public  ministry,  which  neither  of 
the  other  three  evangelists  mention.  The  trium- 
phal entry  took  place  on  Sunday,  and  he  cleansed 
the  temple  the  same  day.  (see  Matt.  21:  9-13.) 
Further  on  in  the  same  chapter  it  tells  us  he  (Je- 
sus) condemned  the  fig-tree,  which  was  on  Mon- 
day. Now  let  us  see  what  Mark  says  about  it  in 
the  eleventh  chapter,  commencing  at  the  eighth 
verse.  After  he  had  made  his  triumphal  entry  into 
the  city  he  went  into  the  temple,  "  and  looked 
round  about  upon  all  things."  (See  verse  II.) 
Next  day  (on  Monday),  as  he  came  back  from 
Bethany,  he  condemned  the  fig  tree,  and  when  he 
got  to  the  temple  he  cleansed  it  again,  which  is 
two  days  in  succession.  It  is  claimed  by  a  number 
that  the  temple  was  cleansed  only  twice  and  the 
writer  had  the  same  idea,  until  more  careful  read- 
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his  own  city,  and  in  doing  this,  he  determines  to 
have  it  hauled  on  a  cart,  instead  of  the  way  direct- 
ed by  the  Lord.  His  motives  seem  to  have  been 
all  right.  The  cart  was  a  new  one,  so  that  there 
was  no  chance  of  it  being  defiled  by  it  being  used 
for  any  other  purpose.  In  this  he  exercised  care- 
ful thought  and  showed  a  disposition  of  doing  hon- 
or to  that  which  was  worthy  of  so  much  reverence. 
His  motives  in  changing  the  mode  of  removal  of 
the  ark,  and  care  that  it  be  not  defiled,  was  quite  as 
good  as  that  of  many  of  to-day  who  put  so  much 
stress  on  the  motive  and  so  little  on  the  act  itself. 
And  yet,  notwithstanding  the  goodness  of  the 
motive,  and  the  care  he  exercised  in  seeing  that  the 
ark  was  not  defiled,  the  removal  proved  to  be  a  dis- 
astrous one,  thus  showing  that,  1 
obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice. 
.  The  old  and  approved  way  of  rei 
was  to  hang  it  on  poles,  and  these 
the  shoulders  of  men.  Though  th 
way  and  may  have  been  somewhat  lab 
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:iple  of  non-conformity  is  one  of  the 
ig  features  of  the  Brethren.     It  is  a  Bi- 
ble principle,  and  if  we  strictly  adhere  to  it  we  lose 
no  power  with  God. 

fn  Romans  12:  2  we  are  given  the  key  to  a  non- 
conformed, transformed  life.  It  is  a  renewed  mind. 
Without  it  non-conformity  is  a  failure.  We  are  led 
by  the  mind,  and  if  the  renewed,  spiritual  mind  pre- 
ur  bodies  will  become  a  living 
We  will  not  try  so  much  to 
,  but  God.  If  the  carnal  mind 
rill  seek  to  please  man,  and  will 
conform  to  the  world. 
The  principles  of  non-conformity  are  applied — 

1.  In  our  actions.  We  do  not  war  nor  quarrel. 
We  do  not  judge  everybody  dishonest.  We  don't 
defraud  and  cheat.  We  don't  let  our  charity  stop 
with  our  family  only.  We  don't  forget  that  other 
people  need  a  living  as  well  as  we  do.  We  don't 
worry  and  make  the  very  atmosphere  around  us  dis- 
agreeable, if  some  member.in  the  church  does  not 
do  just  as  we  think  heshould.  We  remember  that 
"Vengeance  is  mine  and  I  will  repay,  saith  the 
Lord." 

2.  In  our  conversation.  We  should  not  use  vain 
and  idle  words,  nor  corrupt  communications,  nei- 
ther filthiness,  nor  foolish  talking,  nor  jesting.  We 
should  not  talk  about  our  brethren  or  neighbors 
disrespectfully.  The  renewed  mind  does  not  talk 
rough,  but  "soft." 

3-  In  our  appearance  or  dress.  We  are  not  so 
much  concerned  about  our  raiment;  we  dress  for 
comfort  and  not  for  show.  Neither  Christ  nor  the 
apostles  gave  a  prescribed  rule  how  we  should 
dress,  but  the  following  Scriptures  tell  us  how  we 
should  not  dress:  Matt.  6:  31,  32;  1  Pet.  3:  3i  •  Tim. 
2-  9;  Rom.  12:  2.     (See  the  Revised  Version.) 


ing,  which  led   us  to  believe  that   it 
three  times,  for  the  reasons  given  abo 
Wade,  Kans. 


cleansed 


"  God's  ideal  woman  is  the  woman  in  the  home 
and  of  the  home,— the  woman  '  in  whose  tongue  is 
the  law  of  kindness,  who  openeth  her  mouth  with 
wisdom,  and  who  looketh  well  to  the  ways  of  her 
household.'  This  woman  leans  on  her  husband 
for  support  and  protection,  proving  not  a  burden, 
but  a  helpmeet  indeed.  Her  husband  doth  safely 
trust  her." 
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LESSON  LIOHT- FLASHES. 
The  Ark  Brought  to  Jerusalem — 2  Sar 

(Lesson  for  July  10,  1806.) 
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David  was  a  good  man,  but 
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In  his  loyalty  every  effort  made  was  a  success, 
and,  while  relying  on  the  Lord,  his  strength  always 
proved  greater  than  that  of  his  enemies. 

In  this  lesson  we  have  David  leaning  on  his  own 
wisdom.    The  ark  of  the  Lord  is  to  be  removed  to 
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was  a  safe  way  and  did  not  endanger  the  lives  of 
those  bearing  it.  The  new  cart  seemed  to  be  an 
improvement  over  God's  plan  because  the  burden 
of  bearing  was  removed  from  the  shoulders  of  the 
men  to  the  shoulders  of  oxen.  But  in  this  country 
the  roads  are  not  only  hilly,  but  very  full  of  stones. 
As  they  were  passing  by  the  threshing-floor  of 
Nachon,  the  wheels  of  the  cart  passing  over  the 
stones  caused  the  ark  to  shake,  when,  to  save  it 
from  falling,  Uzzah  put  foith  his  hands  and  took 
hold  of  it,  which  touch  caused  his  death,  because  it 
was  a  violation  of  an  expressed  command  of  the 
Lord,  that  no  man  touch  the  ark  lest  he  die.  All 
this  happened  because  David,  instead  of  inquiring 
of  the  Lord  or  following  his  directions,  leaned  on 
his  own  wisdom  and  undertook  to  do  the  Lord's 
work  on  an  improved  plan.  The  exercising  of 
human  wisdom  is  all  right  in  the  absence  of  revela- 
tion, but  when  the  Lord  directs  man  should  obey. 

From  this  circumstance  we  learn  several  lessons. 
The  first  one  is,  to  go  without  the  Lord  being  with 
us,  is  always  unsafe.  David's  going  out  was  most 
propitious.  His  purpose  was  good,— to  bring  up 
the  ark  of  God.  It  had  been  in  the  hands  and  care 
of  the  enemy,— away  from  the  place  where  the 
Lord  intended  it  should  be.  David  felt  this  keenly, 
and  it  was  the  desire  of  his  soul  that  this  reproach 
should  be  removed  and  that  the  Lord  should  be 
honored  by  placing  the  emblem  of  his  dwelling 
place  into  more  favorable  surroundings.  In  this 
his  heart  was  right. 

Again,  his  outgoing  was  honorable  and  a  great 
showing  of  strength.  These  were  the  chosen  men 
of  Israel,— the  best,  the  highest  in  piety  and  up- 
rightness, and  the  most  honored.  Then,  too,  the 
number  was  great,— thirty  thousand.  This  was 
quite  a  large  army  to  accomplish,  seemingly,  so  lit- 
tle a  purpose.  This  shows  the  greatness  of  the 
ark  and  its  removal,  in  David's  estimation.  He  ful- 
ly realized  the  greatness  of  the  work  he  intended 
to  do.  We  draw  this  conclusion  from  the  prepara- 
tions he  made  for  it.  Yet,  because  God  was  not 
in  it,  and  he  undertook  to  do  it  in  his  own  way,  the 
whole  thing  proved  a  failure. 

So  it  will  be,— must  be,— in  all  ' 
less  the  Lord  be  with  us.  Failure 
failure  in  the  middle,  failure  all  thr 
The  other  lesson  we  learn  fror 
Lord  will  not  measure  our  goodn. 
standard,  our  own  motives  and  purposes.  Our  in- 
tentions may  be  ever  so  good  and  yet,  if,  before 
carrying  them  out,  we  do  not  go  and  inquire  of  the 
Lord,  seek  his  help,  failure  must  follow.  No  mat- 
ter how  small,  or  how  large  be  the  undertaking,  be- 
fore going  we  should  seek  the  Lord's  way.  Let  the 
thought  be,  Can  we  take  the  Lord  with  us?  Can 
we  ask  the  Lord's  blessing  upon  our  work?  Will 
he  go  with  us?  If  all  these  can  be  affirmed,  we 
can  then  go  with  assurance,  and  success  will  attend 
our  efforts. 

This  is  a  world  of  failures,  and  it  is  largely  ow- 
ing to  the  fact  that  we  do  not  consider;  we  do  not 
think.  We  act  independently  of  the  Lord,— the 
Great  Source  from  which  all  our  strength  and  help 
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SELECTED   HY    EMMA    L.   BOUSEK", 

Some  time  when  all  life's  lessons  have  heen  lea 

And  sun  and  stars  forevermore  have  set, 
The  things  which  our  weak  judgments  here  hav 

The  things  o'er  which  we  grieved  with  lashes 
Will  (lash  before  us  out  ol  life's  dark  night, 

As  stars  shine  most  in  deeper  tints  of  blue, 
And  we  shall  see  how  all  God's  plans  are  right, 

And  how  what  seemed  reproof  was  love  most  i 

And  we  shall  see  how,  while  we  frown  and  sigh, 

God's  plans  go  on  as  best  for  you  and  me; 
How,  when  we  called,  He  heedeth  not  our  cry, 

Because  His  wisdom  to  the  end  could  see. 
And  even  as  wise  parents  disallow 

Too  much  of  sweet  to  craving  babyhood, 
So  God,  perhaps,  is  keeping  from  us  now 

Life's  sweetest  things,  because  it  seemeth  good 

And  if,  sometimes,  commingled  with  life's  wine 
We  find  the  wormwood,  and  rebel  and  shrink. 
Be  sure  a  wiser  hand  than  yours  or  mine 

this  potion  for  our  lips  to  drink, 
friend  we  love  is  lying  low, 
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And  you  shall  shortly  know  that  lengthened  breath, 

Is  not  the  sweetest  gift  God  sends  His  friend. 
And  that,  sometimes,  the  sable  pall  of  death 

Conceals  the  fairest  boon  His  love  can  send. 
If  we  could  push  ajar  the  gates  of  life, 

And  stand  within  and  all  God's  workings  see, 
We  could  interpret  all  this  doubt  and  strife, 

And  for  each  mystery  could  find  a  key. 

But  not  to-day.    Then  be  content,  poor  heart! 

God's  plans,  like  lilies  pure  and  white,  unfold. 
We  must  not  tear  the  close-shut  leaves  apart; 

Time  will  reveal  the  calyxes  of  gold. 
And  if,  through  patient  toil,  we  reach  the  land 

Where  tired  feet,  with  sandals  loosed,  may  rest, 
When  we  shall  clearly  see  and  understand, 

I  think  that  we  will  say;  "  God  knew  the  best  " 
Hope,  Fla. 

PAY  DAY. 

BY   KOSIE   S.    MYERS. 

This  is  a  time  that  is  generally  looked  forward 
to  with  great  interest  by  those  engaged  in  sec- 
ular pursuits  of  this  life.  The  farmer  expects  to 
receive  his  check  for  the  sale  of  his  year's  crop,  the 
mechanic  when  his  contract  is  fulfilled,  and  the  la- 
borer when  he  is  rewarded  for  his  daily  toil. 

So  we  might  enumerate  through  the  entire  cata- 
logue of  trades  and  avocations  from  the  high-sal- 
aried profession  down  to  the  servant,  and  on  each 
individual's  face  might  be  seen  a  smile  of  satis- 
faction,  when  he  is  remunerated  for  the  services 
rendered. 

To  those  who  work  in  Christ's  vineyard,  however, 
pay  day  does  not  come  periodically.  They  may 
work  for  their  Master  from  early  youth  through 
their   entire   life-time   without    any   compeneation, 


But  their  day  of  reckoning  is  coming,  and,  with 
God  as  accountant,  there  need  be  no  fears  of  any 
errors  on  the  credit  sheet. 

Unlike  the  secular  employee  who  works  on  the 
time  system  and  claims  his  stipulated  wages  wheth- 
er he  has  been  faithful  or  not  in  the  performance  of 
duty,  the  Christian  is  rewarded  altogether  on  the 
piece  work  method,  regardless  of  the  time  spent  in 
the  service. 

Christ  is  the  Judge  and  sanctions  every  act  that 
is  performed  with  pure  motives,  even  to  the  handing 
of  "  a  cup  of  cold  water  only  in  the  name  of  a  disci- 
ple." 

It  not  unfrequently  occurs  that  those  who  labor 
in  the  temporal  callings  are  delrauded  of  their 
just  dues  by  designing  persons,  or  lose  through 
misfortune  or  unfruitful  seasons  that  which  they  ex- 
pected to  reap.  But  it  will  not  be  so  in  yonder 
world.  No  one  will  be  permitted  to  enjoy  heaven 
on  the  credit  of  another's  work,  and  every  good  act 
we  do  here  is  a  seed  sown  that  will  not  fail  to  yield 
us  precious  fruit  over  there.  "And  behold,  I  come 
quickly;  and  my  reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every 
man  according  as  his  work  shall  be  "  (Rev.  22:  12), 
is  the  language  of  Inspiration  on  this  subject. 

It  will  be  the  rule  of  the  Infallible  Judge,  then, 
to  distribute  rewards  and  punishm 
as  our  works  compare  with  the  law 
guidance  of  our  lives.    Justice  wi 
without  reference  to  race,  color,  po 
tion    in    life.     The    settlement    wil 
gether  in  accordance  with  Heaven' 
own  claims  of  goodness  will  receive 
The  following  words  from  Christ 
testimony  to  this  that  none  dare 
will  say  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord,  have  we  not 
prophesied  in  thy  name?  and  in  thy  name  have  cast 
out  devils?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful 
works?     And  then  will  I  profess  unto  them,  I  never 
knew  you:  Depart  from  me  ye  that  work  iniquity." 
Matt.  8:  22,  23. 

What  will  be  the  consternation  and  disappoint- 
ment of  those  who  must  realize  this  dreadful  doom? 
To  them  the  great  day  of  final  reward  brings  noth- 
ing but  remorse.  That  they  have  labored  under  a 
delusion  will  only  add  to  their  terror. 

Dear  reader,  should  this  be  our  fate  whom  can 
we  blame?  God  has  done  his  part  in  providing  us 
1  way  of  escape  and  if  we  heed  not  his  injunctions, 
the  fault  will  be  ours.  Then  "  let  us  not  be  weary 
in  well  doing"  or  become  discouraged  when  others 
fail  to  fall  into  the  line  of  duty.  "  For  in  due  sea- 
son we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint  not."  The  joys  that 
are  experienced  in  times  of  retribution  here  are  but 
transitory  and  not  to  be  compared  to  the  everlasting 
happiness  that  is  reserved  for  the  people  of  God. 
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YOUNQ  MEN  AND  THE  CHURCH. 


BY  C. 


ARNOLD. 


Several  years  ago  a  brother  and  myself  were  en- 
gaged in  business  in  one  of  the  smaller  cities  of 
Pennsylvania.  On  Sunday  we  attended  one  of  the 
churches  of  the  city.  To  our  surprise,  we  were 
almost  the  only  young  men  present  at  the  morning 
service.  The  question  then  came  to  my  mind, 
"Where  are  the  young  men  of  this  city?  "  I  have 
since  observed  that  this  unfortunate  condition  of 
affairs  exists,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  in  most 
cities  and  in  many  country  communities.  How  sad 
that  the  church  should  fail  to  secure  the  patronage 
of  the  young  men!  In  that  case,  what  is  to  become 
of  the  church  in  the  future? 

Some  of  our  faithful  brethren  and  sisters  have 
felt  this  condition  of  affairs  to  the  sorrow  of  their 
hearts.  The  time  was  when  Brethren's  children 
held  aloof  from  the  church  until  after  marriage.  A 
few  days  ago  1  conversed  with  a  friend  who  lived 
among  our  people  in  the  East  quite  a  number  of 
years  ago.  He  reminded  me  that  in  those  days 
there  were  rarely  any  young  people  in  our  church. 
He  inquired  as  to  our  present  attitude  toward  the 
young  people.     I  told  him  that  we  make  a  soecial- 


nday, 
-  nf°  the  in! 
day  school.  This  boy  win 
likely  never  be  rude  in  church  or  Sunday  schoo 
and  he  will  not  remember  when  he  began  to  atte  d 
the=e  services.  Some  of  the  first  knowledge  I. 
gets  will  be  of  the  Bible  stories. 

I  know  a  little  girl,  about  three  years  old  who 
plays  Sunday  school  with  her  dolls.  She  acts  as 
teacher— with  her  dolls,  kitty  and  bow-wow  for 
scholars.  A  bit  of  paper  serves  as  a  lesson  card 
for  each.  The  scrap-album  is  used  as  a  chart 
Some  of  the  album  pictures  are  pointed  out  by  this 
juvenile  teacher  as  "Jesus,"  "Moses,"  and  so  on 
That  is  almost  a  model  Sunday  school  class,  with  a 
three-year-old  teacher.  The  method  used  is  better 
than  that  by  which  many  of  us  were  taught.  How 
will  this  experience  affect  the  character  of  such  a 
child?  The  chances  are,  that  if  such  a  child  lives 
in  a  pious  home,  he  will  enter  the  church  between 
the  tenth  and  fifteenth  years.  All  the  while,  let 
not  the  parents  miss  a  Sunday  in  taking  that  child 
to  church  and  Sunday  school.  It  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  send  him.  That  might  fail.  Always  lake 
him.  Always  set  him  a  good  example  by  studying 
your  own  Sunday  school  lessons  well.  Likely  the 
child  will  never  think  of  missing  a  Sunday.  At 
any  rate,  take  him  every  Sunday. 

If  that  be  kept  up,  tell  me,  when  will  the  boy  be-., 
come  separated   from  the  church?     To  carry  thfe 
plan  into   effect,  we   must   have   evergreer.  S\maa»y 
schools.     We  must  have  them  anyhow. 

Now,  I  believe  this  plan  will  save  at  least  nine 
out  of  every  ten  of  our  children  for  the  church.  I 
also  believe  that  the  plan  is  intensely  practical,  and 
that  it  is,  from  every  consideration,  just  the  right 
thing  to  do.  I  believe  that,  had  this  course  been 
pursued,  many  fathers  and  mothers  would  now 
shed  fewer  tears  over  wayward  sons  and  daughters, 
and  that  the  talents,  the  powers,  the  labors  of  these 
might  now  bless  the  work  of  the  church. 
McPherson,  Kant. 


"  If  young  men  would  make  a  little  more  effort 
to  avoid  temptation,  it  would  be  so  much  better  for 
themselves  and  the  community.  The  trouble  is,  so 
many  are  as  weak  and  unstable  as  water.  Instead 
of  manfully  taking  themselves  in  hand,  going  to 
church,  selecting  safe  companionships,  and  trying 
to  do  right,  they  flabbily  yield  to  the  allurements 
of  the  streets  and  the  saloons;  and  then  they  blame 
the  churches  for  their  downfall!  Such  despicable 
wishy-washyness!  Brace  up,  young  men,  and  get 
some  moral  fibre  into  your  souls!" 


"  The  way  of  life  is  by  no  means  smooth,  but 
let  us  not  make  it  rougher  than  it  is.  The  world 
is  not  all  we  could  wish,  but,  if  it  goes  wrong,  let 
us  not  spend  ourselves  trying  to  make  it  go  worse. 
Rather  let  us  make  it  a  little  smoother  and  a  little 
more  pleasant  by  our  disposition,  manners  and 
deeds.  If  men  in  general  are  out  of  sorts,  there  is 
the  more  need  of  our  being  in  sorts." 


"Some  one  has  well  said: 'Satan  selects  his  dis- 
ciples when  they  are  idle,  so  our  Savior  chooses  his 
while  Ihey  are  busy  at  their  trade,  either  mending 
their  nets  or  casting  them  into  the  sea.'  Then  it  is 
diligent  hand  which   maketh  rich  and  secures 


tv    of    truino.    »„      ...  -,«•-...-     e„c  uuigent  nand  which    maketh    ncn   ana 

ty  ot   try.ng   to  get   our  young   people   into   the  |  the  money  to  educate  and  blese  the  world.' 


July  4. 
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THE  OPEN  DOOR. 

SELECTED  1!V  MAHEL  BUTTE 


Oh,  never  say  that  the  door  is  shut, 

To  any  watcher  weary  of  sin: 
Thou  knowest  who  said  and  says  it  still, 

"  Ye  weary  and  troubled  to  rest  come  in." 
We  may  stand  without  till  he  says,  "  Too  late,!' 
But  God's  never  is  a  fast  shut  gate. 
And  though  we  have  often  refused  to  come, 
And  chosen  to  wander  alone  in  the  night, 
He  follows  us  home,  and  at  our  shut  door, 
He  knocks,  and  offers  us  love  and  light; 
And  he  says  to  each,  "Thou  rebellious  child, 
I  beseech  thee  this  night, 
And  we  answer,  "  O  Chr 
And  I  long  to  be  warm 
But  Satan  has  bound  me 

And  he  holds  me  back  wht 
He  told  me  once  that  my  life 
But  now  I  feel  it  is  always  night." 
And  we  hear  a  voice,  though  the  door  is  sBut; 

We  can  catch  the  words  though  the  wind,  is  high. 
As  the  Holy  Spirit  unlocks  the  door, 

And  Jesus  enters  and  says,  "  'Tis  I." 
And  straightway  our  fetters  broken  fall, 
And  we  know  that  our  Savior  has  done  it  all. 


t!  it  is  cold  and  darkr 
ind  safe,  and  free, 
nd  locked  the  door 
men  I  touch  the  key; 
s  bright, 


Then  never  say  that  his  door  is  shut, 

He  loved  us  before  we  had  heard  his  name, 
He  offered  us  pardon,  hope,  and  heaven, 

And  if  we  refused  it,  is  Christ  to  blame? 
If  in  unbelief  we  shut  the  gate, 
We  cannot  say  that  he  made  us  wait. 
And  he  knew  we  were  cold  and  hungry,  too, 

So  he  begged  us  to  come  and  be  warmed  and  feat; 
But  we  passed  and  knocked  at  another  door, 

And  they  gave  us  a  stone  when  we  asked,  bread. 
Yet  we  said,  "  No,  Lord,  we  will  keep  our  sin       ^ 
Though  thy  door  is  wide,  and  there  s  joy  within. 
But  he  waited  still,  though  we  passed  by, 
And  when  all  false  lights  ceased  to  flame, 


He  made 


•  ilin 


olov 


'Twas  he  who  taught  i 
And  he  gives  us  light  that  no  shade  t 
When  he  dwells  in  us  and  we  in  him. 


Dayton,  Ohi, 


SMYRNA. 
BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 


The  Czar's  Coronation— More  about  the  Virgin's 
House— The  Pilgrimage. 

To-dav,  in  the  old  City  of  Moscow,  is  the  corona- 
tion of  the  Czar  and  Czarina  of  all  the  Russias. 
What  an  event,  but  also  what  an  expense,  not  only 
to  "  holy  Russia,"  but  also  to  all  the  powers  which 
will  be  represented  there!  We  read  of  a  crown 
which  the  empress  will  wear  on  that  occasion, 
which  it  took  nine  months  to  manufacture,  inlaid 
with  2,000  brilliants  and  weighing  six  hundred 
carats.  Do  we  wonder  at  the  stride  of  socialism  at 
the  sight  of  such  lavishness,  and  at  the  thought  of 
so  much  poverty?  It  was  the  Czar's  intention  to 
proclaim  on  this  day  what  would  have  been  more 
glorious  than  a  jewelled  crown  on  the  brow  of  his 
noble  spouse- liberty  of  cotiscience  in  his  vast  domin- 
ions! But  the  Holy  Synod  interfered  and  objected, 
and  so  poor  Nicholas  had  to  bow  the  head  before 
the  dicta  of  his  mitred  clergy.  It  is  gratifying 
however,  to  think  that  this  great  day  has  not 
passed,  without  bringing  "  liberty  to  the  captive 
We  hear  that  an  ukase  has  gone,  liberating  all  the 
prisoners  of  "far-off  Siberia  and  abolishing  corporal 
punishment.  ,.  t 

Since  writing  my  last  article  on  the  discovery  of 
the  virgin's  house  near  Ephesus,  a  great  pilgrimage 
has  taken  place,  in  which  some  1,500  Catholics  par- 
took, headed  by  the  Archbishop  of  Smyrna  and  his 
clergy.  On  the  eve  of  that  pilgrimage  the  pope 
sent  his  apostolic  benediction.    The  telegram  was 


addressed  to  the  Archbishop  by  Pope  Leo's  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  was  thus  worded: 

"His  Holiness  Leo  XIII  to  his  Eminence  Andrew  Timoni, 
Archbishop  of  Smyrna  and  Vicar  Apostolic  of  Asia  Minor. — 
His  Holiness  the  Pope  heartily  grants  to  the  Catholic  pilgrims 
going  to  Ephesus  the  requested  benediction. 

M.  Cardinal  Rampolla." 
When  that  great  concourse  of  people  arrived  at 
the  sacred  spot,  the  Archbishop,  vested  in  pontifi- 
cal robes,  with  mitre  and  crozier,  celebrated  a  mass 
at  an  altar  erected  inside  the  Virgin's  house,  and  in 
which  only  a  few  could  receive  admission.  After 
the  mass,  the  Archbishop  came  out  of  the  house, 
and,  to  that  vast  crowd,  devoutly  kneeling,  pro- 
nounced and  gave  the  papal  benediction.  It  was 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  these  many  tired 
pilgrims  returned,  completely  worn  out  by  their 
long  journey  of  three  hours  by  rail  and  of  five 
I  hours'  walking;  but  was  not  the  crossing  of  dusty 
plains  and  the  climbing  of  high  mountains,  under  a 
rching  sun,  worth  the  trouble?  Let  us  not  be 
u„^haritable!  Are  they  not  now  copiously  compen- 
sated with  one  more  illusion  and  a  papal  bene- 
diction? 

It  seems  that  the  discovery  of  the  Virgin's  house 
is  taking  great  and  serious  proportions.     It  is  re- 
ported that  some  three  hundred  plgrims  are  soon 
coming  from  France  to  visit  what  is  now  called 
Panaghia  Capouli  (Virgin's  Gate  or  Virgin's  Chap- 
el).    The  topic  of  the  day  is  this  wonderful  discov- 
ery.   To  the  Catholics  the  vision  of  Anna  Kathari- 
na   Emmerich,   to   whom    is    due    the    finding    of 
Mary's  house,  is  as  true  and  genuine  a  vision  as 
those  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  Daniel,  Ananias,  Peter, 
I  Paul,  or  John.     To  the  non-Catholics,  Panaghia  Ca- 
I  pouli  is,  of  course,  simply  a  farce!     To   one  in  oui 
ity,  whose  life  has  been  spent  in  physical  research 
es  and  occult  sciences,  the  vision  of  A.  Katharin; 
Emmerich,  if  true,  must  be  attributed  to  a  state  o 
lucid  somnambulism,  in  which  case  her  double-sight 
:dness  would  not  be  a  wonder.     But  I  prefer  wha 
1  holy  man  in  our  city,  and  a  worthy  minister  o 
Jesus  Christ,  said  to  me  the  other  day  about  thi: 
discovery,  "  Let  us  suppose,  for  argument's  sake,  , 
that  the  vision  was  true  and  the  ruins  discovered 
the  house  in   which   the   mother   of  Jesus   dwelt, 
would   these  things  help  us   to  know  God   better 
and  love  our  neighbor  more  ?  "     Many  there  be  who, 
like  Martha  of  Bethany,  are  "  careful  and  troubled 
about  many  things,"   about  Virgin's   houses    and 
nun's   visions,   and    saints'    relics,   but    forget    the 
one   thing    needful,"— the    higher   life,   the    con- 
straining love  of  Christ,  the  kingdom  within  them! 

It  is  more  certain  that  Paul  was  at  Ephesus  than 
the  Virgin,  for  God's  Word  tells  us  so.  Is  the 
house,  where  the  apostle  dwelt  "  the  space  of  three 
years,"  buried  under  the  present  ruins  of  modern 
Ayassoluk?  If  so,  couldn't  we  find  it  through  the 
vision  of  some  sister  in  America?  But  what  would 
such  a  discovery  avail,  or  in  what  would  it  help  the 
cause  of  Christ?  We  trust  that  no  sister  in  America 
is  idly  dreaming  life  away.  "  Time  is  short,"  hence 
too  precious!  A  life  of  activity  and  good  works  is 
what  God  wants,— not  years  spent  in  dreaming. 
Dorcas,  in  the  sight  of  God,  is  greater  than  Kath- 
arina  Emmerich.  Such,  also,  is  every  Christian 
woman  toiling  to  make  others  better  and  happier! 

I  herewith  send  the  editors  a  little  pamphlet, 
which  is  a  "Guide  to  the  Pilgrim,"  showing  the 
manner  of  reaching  the  place  after  landing  at 
Ephesus.  At  the  end  of  the  pamphlet  may  be 
found  a  plan  of  the  house.  As  the  publication  is 
in  French,  I  shall,  for  the  sake  of  your  readers, 
translate  pages  six  and  seven,  which  describe  the 
house  as  it  may  now  be  seen  by  visitors.  A  Ger- 
man archeolcgist,  who  has  resided  in  Smyrna  many 
years  and  written,  as  a  competent  author,  several 
valuable  publications  on  the  ruins  surrounding  our 
city,  and  especially  on  Ephesus,  declares  that  the 
Virgin's  house  may  be  an  ancient  Christian  chapel 
or  church,  and  that  many  such  foundations  may 
still  be  found  scattered  in  that  locality.  The 
"Guide"  1  send  admits  that  the  present  ruins  are 
those  of  a  former  church  built  upon  the  /  undations  of 
the  Virgins  house.  But,  as  Katharina  Emmerich 
said  in  her  vision,  the  Virgin's  tomb  is  at  about 


half  a  mile  distant  from  the  house,  many  men  are 
at  work,  digging  to  find  her  cenotaphl  If  that  be 
found,  the  nun  of  Westphalia  will  surely  be  consid- 
ered as  being  more  than  an  ordinary  saint! 

Now  this  is  the  translation  of  the  pages  referred 
to  above: 

"  The  house  is  of  stone,  square  in  front,  right  and  left,  but 
round  and  octagon  in  the  rear  of  it. 

"  It  is  composed  of  four  distinct  parts,  vis.,  in  the  center  is 
the  edifice  itself;  in  front,  the  vestibule;  on  the  right,  the 
sleeping-room;  on  the  left,  the  linen  or  furniture  room  (now 
partly  destroyed). 

"  The  vestibule  is  of  the  same  century  as  the  rest,  judging 
from  the  style  of  construction.  However,  it  must  have  been 
added  afterwards,  seeing  it  is  not  joined  to  the  building,  but 
j  simply  erected  in  juxta-positiou. 

"The  principal  building  was  formerly  divided  in  two,  and 
'  separated  by  a  hearth  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  partitions. 
These  have  disappeared  after  the  death  of  the  Virgin  when 
the  house  was  converted  into  a  church;  but  the  line  of  demar- 
cation between  the  first  and  second  quarter  remain  yet  quite 


visible. 

"The  first  quarter,  which  is  square,  offers  nothing  very  re- 
markable. 

"The  second  quarter  is  entirely  different  in  form  and  as- 
pect. In  the  farthest  part  is  the  niche  where  existed  the  ora- 
torio of  the  Virgin.  Right  and  left  arc  two  great  arches,  now 
closed,  but  formerly  opening  on  one  side  in  the  bed-room,  and 
on  the  other  in  the  linen  or  furniture  room. 

"Room  of  the  Virgin: 

"A  bare  wall;  in  that  wall,  a  few  inches  above  the  floor  is  an 
enfoncement  (sinking  down)  with  a  projection.  There  slept 
the  Virgin. 

"  On  the  wall,  on  the  left  hand  side,  in  the  very  angle,  was 
another  oratorio.  At  three  of  the  angles  may  jet  be  seen  the 
I  remains  of  the  ancient  vault  or  arch. 

"The  furniture  room: 

"  It  is  yet  buried  under  ground  and  nothing  can  be  said 

"  The  house  has  been  altered  several  times,  but  it  appears 
from  the  many  investigations  made  until  the  present  day  that 
it  was  always  reconstructed  or  repaired  with  intention  of  re- 
specting the  original  plan." 

Later.— We  now  hear  that  the  Franciscans  and 
Capuchins  of  Smyrna  deny  the  vision  of  A.  Kathar- 
ina Emmerich,  and  that  the  ruins  discovered  are 
the  Virgin's  house.  The  reason  is  because  the  • 
Lazarists  discovered  them.  We  have  here  a  mani- 
festation of  ministerial  jealousy.  Had  the  Francis- 
|  cans  and  Capuchins,  the  guardians  of  sacred  spots 
in  the  Holy  Land  and  Turkey,  discovered  these 
ruins  at  Ephesus,  the  vision  of  the  house  would 
have  surely  been  genuine.  Of  course,  the  Protes- 
tants here  rejoice  exceedingly  that  even  Catholic 
monks  do  not  believe  in  what  we  have  righlly 
called  a  "  pseudo-discovery." 

SEEING  BEFORE  OVERSEEINU. 

The  following,  from  the  Sunday  School  Times, 
contains  a  lesson  well  worth  studying  all  of  one's 
life-time: 

"  It  is  well  to  see  a  great  man  before  attempting 
to  oversee  him."  But  this  principle  of  Carlyle's 
goes  farther.  It  is  applicable  to  any  man,  great  or 
little.  Still  more,  it  is  a  prime  motto  for  him  who 
would  oversee  a  child.  How  can  any  one  properly 
exercise  authority  over,  give  orders  or  directions 
to  or  in  any  right  sense  teach,  train,  or  command, 
one  who  is  essentially  unknown  to  him?  And  yet 
this  is  what  most  persons  in  authority  attempt  to 
do  only  too  readily.  It  is  one  thing  for  a  teacher 
,f  little  children,  for  instance,  to  see  a  class  of  fifty 
heads  before  her;  it  is  quite  a  different  thing  to  see 
into  the  depth  and  complexity  of  those  personali- 
ties. In  every  one  of  them  an  open,  innocent  dis- 
play of  self  is  intermingled  with  a  profound  reti- 
cence At  best,  therefore,  the  overseer  is  attempt- 
ing to  direct  the  unseen  and  unknown.  The  teach- 
ers or  the  parents  who,  as  the  divinely-appointed 
overseers  of  the  child,  seek  that  child's  implicit 
obedience,  ought  to  exhaust  all  possible  means  of 
seeing  those  needs,  resources,  and  dangers  of  child- 
hood which  it  is  their  business  to  oversee. 


"There  are  too  many  people  willing  to  stand 
around  the  fire,  and  get  warm  after  some  one  else 
gets  it  '  agoing.'  But  they  are  not  willing  to  gath- 
er sticks  or  even  scratch  a  match  to  set  them  on 
fire." 
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The  closing  feast  for  Northern  Illinois  was  held 
in  the  Silver  Creek  meetinghouse.  Friday  evening, 
June  26.  It  was  well  attended  and  the  ministerial 
assistance  such  as  to  render  the  services  especially 
edifying.     Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  officiated. 


Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  i: 
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1  course  of  time,  into  nearly  every  part  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

In  a  private  note  from  Hudson,  111.,  Bro.  Thomas 
D.  Lyon  writes:  "  If  heaven  is  really  a  happier 
place  than  our  late  love  feast,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
those  who  leave  this  world  never  return  to  us 
again.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  each  feast  gets 
better  than  the  former." 


Bro.  George  C.  Bowman,  of  Washington  County, 
Tenn.,  writes  that  he  has  just  completed  a  preach- 
ing tour  in  Scott,  Wise  and  Dickenson  Counties, 
Va.,  and  Pike  and  Martin  Counties,  Ky.  He 
preached  at  twenty  different  places  and  delivered 
fifty-one  sermons.  He  baptized  five,  received  one 
applicant  for  baptism  and  assisted  in  restoring  three 
to  fellowship. 

In  this  issue  Bro.  J.  R.  Royer  tells  of  some  fields 
in  Pennsylvania  where  the  Brethren  might  do  a 
good  work.  We  need  to  spy  out  more  of  this  land 
and  find  mission  fields,  and  then  go  in  and  possess 
them.  The  Brethren  in  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as 
in  all  other  States  where  we  have  strong  churches, 
should  put  good  men  into  these  places  and  keep 
them  there  and  let  them  build  up  churches.  We 
ought  to  have  a  score  of  churches  where  we  now 
have  one. 

Our  correspondent  from  Liberty,  111.,  gives  an 
account  of  a  delegation  of  fifteen  persons  going 
from  the  vicinity  of  Liberty,  by  private  convey- 
ance, to  Loraine  to  attend  the  feast.  We  know 
that  the  trip  must  have  been  a  very  enjoy- 
able one,  for  about  thirty-four  years  ago  the 
writer  of  this  item  traveled  over  the  same  route, 
in  company  with  many  others,  to  attend  a  feast 
of  love  in  the  same  locality.  Our  company  at 
that  time,  however,  was  favored  by  the  presence 
of  Eld.  George  Wolfe,  who  rode  the  entire  dis- 
tance, seated  on  a  chair  in  a  large  two  ho.se  wagon 
He  stood  the  trip  well,  and  proved  a  most  agree- 
able companion,  though  he  was  quite  old  and  not 
very  strong.  His  flowing  white  beard,  silver  locks 
massive  form  and  venerable  appearance,  attract- 
ed attention  wherever  he  appeared.  Those  were 
delightful  days,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  be  occasion- 
ally reminded  of  them. 


All  orders  for  the  Full  Report  of  the  late  Annu- 
al Meeting  have  now  been  filled.  We  feel  certain 
that  the  publication  will  give  quite  general  satis- 
faction, as  it  is  an  improvement,  in  some  respects, 
over  any  of  the  former  reports,  The  paper  on 
which  it  is  printed  is  good,  and  the  print  unusual- 
ly clear.  The  arguments  presented  by  the  differ- 
ent speakers  will  be  found  interesting,  as  well  as 
instructive.  This  is  one  of  the  reports  that  should 
be  widely  read.  Price,  25  cents,  or  S2.50  per 
dozen. 

(JL.IMPSES  FROM  THE  WINDOW. 

( Continued ) 
In  passing  around,  as  we  noticed  the  men  in  the 
fields  cultivating  the  growing  crops,  while  their 
wives  and  daughters  were  comfortably  sitting  on 
the  cool,  vine-shaded  porches  and  verandas,  we 
uld  not  help  but  contrast  the  better  condition 
our  American  women  with  those  of  the  Euro- 
pean and  Oriental  countries.  There  is  no  country 
in  the  world  where  the  women,  our  mothers,  wives 
and  daughters,  enjoy  so  many  privileges  and  so 
much  favor  as  in  our  own  America,  and  what 
makes  it  the  more  a  matter  for  rejoicing,  is  that 
the  privileges  and  favors,  thus  given,  are  to  the 
advantage  of  the  men  as  well  as  to  the  women. 
But  why  all  this?  We  answer,  Because  of  the  be- 
nign influence  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 
During  our  late  travels  we  made  a  careful  study 
of  the  condition  of  women,  as  they  stand  in  rela- 
tion to  their  religions,  and  we  invariably  found 
that  their  privileges  and  enjoyments  were  pro- 
portioned to  the  nearness  of  their  religion  to  that 
of  the  Bible  and  of  Christ,  so  that  we  may  fairly 
and  honorably  say  that  the  privileges  which  we 
enjoy  above  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  are  due 
to  the  religion  of  Christ.  Let  us  all  thank  God 
for  this  religion. 

Generalizing  from  small  samples  does  not  always 
give  fair  results,  and  yet  they  are  approximately 
true.  The  village  and  the  town  generally  give  fair 
representations  of  the  surrounding  country.  This 
is  because  they  grow  out  of  their  surroundings. 
Indeed,  town  and  city  life  could  not  be  perpetuat- 
ed without  drawing  liberally  from  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. From  the  country  come  many  of  our 
staunch  and  successful  business  men,  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  professions  and  the  ministry. 
And,  further,  the  wiser-headed  young  men  go  to 
the  country  for  their  wives,  because  they  make 
happier  homes,— not  possessed,  perhaps,  of  so 
much  culture,  and  so  elegant  in  dress  parade,  but 
more  good  common  sense  and  home-making  quaU 
ifications.  Life  is  real,  and  it  requires  some  real 
stuff  to  make  it  a  success.  A  home-head  thrown 
into  the  lap  of  luxury,  with  attendants  and  serv- 
ants at  every  turn,  may  exist  for  the  time  being, 
but  the  fruitage  of  such  home  is  generally  poor, 
weakly  stuff,  and  rapidly  deteriorates  into  failure. 
This  may  not  be  so  readily  seen  from  the  window, 
but  plenty  of  it  can  be  seen  from  the  inside.  The 
generalization  is  not  difficult  to  make,  because  the 
experiences,  too  often,  have  proven  to  be  stubborn 
facts. 

The  other  day,  in  looking  through  a  family  mag- 
azine, we  noticed  a  very  suggestive  picture.  In  it 
were  two  ladies.  The  one  was  lounging  lazily  and 
luxuriously  on  an  easy  chair.  The  other  was  sim- 
ply dressed,  standing  beside  a  bicycle.  Under- 
neath was  the  very  significant  question:  "  Which?  " 
Which  do  you  think  would  make  the  better  wife 
and  mother?  The  one  that  lounges  all  day  on 
soft  cushions  or  the  one  that  is  able  to  mount  a 
bicycle  and  ride  ten  miles  an  hour,  or  swing  a  hoe 
alongside  a  potato  row?  Dolls 
for  a  home,  but  artificial  ones  ai_  ... 
er  to  provide  for  than  semi-natural  ones. 

These  thoughts  were  brought  to  us  as  we  sat 
one  of  these  doll  ladies  being  helped    into   th 


coach.  For  what  purpose  are  such  "  self-marje. 
helpless"  creatures  born  into  "the  world?  Th 
mean  care  and  continual  disappointment  to  th 
unfortunate  man  who  covenants  to  live  with  the 
—for  the  worse.  Their  only  mission  in  life  is  t ' 
be  "  ministered  unto,"  and  the  world  don't  need 
many  of  such  people. 

As  we  left  Kansas  City  westward  we  had  pointed 
out  to  us  John  Brown's  Hill,— the  place  where  the 
first  strokes  were  made  towards  the  liberation  of 
slavedom.  How  little  did  the  world  dream  of  the 
fruit  that  would  grow  from  the  small  bud  that 
butsted  and  bloomed  on  this  now  noted  hill!  How 
wonderfully  some  things  grow  in  the  retrospect! 
full  de- 
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rlopment  and  growth.  While  the  course  pur- 
sued did  not  seem  to  be  the  wisest,  yet  the  final 
result  has  proved  so  glorious  that  we  gladly  over- 
look the  mistakes  of  the  beginning  because  of  the 
ending.  Truly,  the  Lord  moves  in  mysterious 
ways,  his  wonders  to  perform. 

Events  turning  up  along  the  way  that  cause  a  lit- 
itement  are  always  interesting  and  break  the 
travel.  As  frequent  and  heavy 
showers  of  rain  were  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
streams  were  quite  full,  some  overflowing  the 
banks  and  widening  out  over  the  adjoining  farms 
and  in  this  case,  railroads.  In  front  of  us,  for  a 
mile  or  more,  the  road  was  covered  over  with 
water  axle-deep.  It  did  look  a  little  daring  and 
dangerous  to  run  a  train  of  cars  through  the  wa- 
ter without  a  sign  of  track.  But  we  were  assured 
that  it  was  safe  to  do  because  a  hand-car  had  been 
run  through  ahead  of  the  train.  Notwithstanding 
assurance  there  were  some  that  were  nervous 
and  we  had  a  general  scare  throughout  the  train. 
While  some  were  laughing  and  enjoying  the  novel 
railroading,  others  were  excited  and  some  crying. 
The  circumstance  gave  us  quite  an  object  lesson 
for  study,  and  it  was  an  interesting  one  too.  To 
see  how  different  persons  are  affected  by  the  same 
occurrence  gives  a  revelation  of  life  and  charade* 
that  can  be  seen  and  learned  in  no  other  way. 
This  was  a  view  of  the  possibilities  of  danger  and 
death,  and  the  manifestations  made  by  the  differ- 
ent persons  showed  either  the  degree  of  apparent 
danger  or  the  degree  of  concern  in  reference  to 
danger  and  death,  should  it  come.  To  be  bold  and 
composed  under  such  experiences  is  not  always  a 
sign  of  goodness,  as  some  irreligious  are  most 
brave  and  daring,  apparently  so,  at  least.  Yet,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  religion  ought  to  make  men 
strong  and  brave  in  time  of  danger.  '•  The  wicked 
fleeth  when  none  pursueth,  but  the  righteous  are 
bold  as  a  lion."  Though  the  running  of  a  train  of 
cars  through  a  body  of  water,  axle-deep,  seemed  to 
be  venturesome  and  dangerous,  we  are  glad  to 
note  that  we  all  passed  through  safely,  and,  after 
rekindling  the  fire  in  the  engine,  went  on  our  way 


rejoicing. 

After  some  delay,  we  at  last  came  in  sight  of  the 
City  of  Ottawa,  the  objective  point  of  our  visit. 
All  were  anxious  to  see  the  park  where  the  meeting 
was  to  be  held.  This  we  were  soon  permitted  to 
see,— a  halt  was  made,  Ottawa  called  out  and  a 
push  made  for  the  door.  The  landing  at  a  meeting 
of  this  kind  is  always  a  scene.  Not  only  are  those 
who  have  traveled  a  long  distance  glad  that  the 
journey  is  ended,  but  the  meeting  of  friends,  and, 
in  many  cases,  those  who  have  long  been  separat- 
ed, adds  greatly  to  the  joy  of  the  occasion.  The 
meeting  forms  an  annual  reunion  of  friends  and 
members  of  the  same  body, — of  like  precious  faith 
that  could  be  enjoyed  on  no  other  occasion. 
Hence,  the  end  of  the  trip  always  brings  satisfac- 
tion, and  the  meeting  of  separated  ones  affords  the 
hoped-for  pleasure.  And  now,  shall  we  tell  some 
of  the  impressions  made  on  getting  and  being 
there?    We  will  determine  later  on.  H.  B.  B. 
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EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Twenty-six. 

BENARES,  THE  CITY  OF  IDOLS,  CONTINUED. 
[This  letter  should  have  appeared  last  week,  in  place  of  the 
that  did  appear.     The  mistake  was  not  noticed  until  the 
"Per„asprin.ed.-0.ED.1 

And  so  we  floated  down  the  river,  passing  ghat 
after  ghat,  with  the  thousands  of  bathers  thronging 
the  great  stone  stairways  or  standing  in  the  water, 
heir  bronzed  shoulders  and  dark  faces  only  visible. 
Some  of  them  were  so  close  to  us  that  we  might 
almost  have  touched  them  as  we  passed,  but  they 
gave  no  sign,  by  look  or  gesture,  that  we  were  even 

ticed.  It  was  a  strange,  sad  sight,  which,  to  be 
fully  appreciated  in  all  its  force,  must  be  seen,  for 
it  cannot  be  fully  described.  We  visited  the  place 
twice  on  two  different  days,  floating  down  and  row- 
ing up  the  stream  for  miles,  and  yet  we  felt  that  we 
were  unable  to  take  in  the  whole  situation.  We 
saw  enough  strange  sights  in  those  two  forenoons, 
which,  if  related  in  detail,  would  fill  a  volume.  We 
can  give  but  a  brief  sketch  here. 

Yonder  is  a  mother  among  the  pilgrims,  plung- 
ing her  naked  babe  into  the  dark,  chilly  water. 
The  little  fellow  struggles  and  yells  lustily,  but 
down  he  goes  and  comes  up  struggling,  for  tire 
water  has  filled  his  wide-open  mouth.  But  strug- 
as  he  will  and  cry  as  he  may,  he  must  take  his 
arced  bath,  and  time  and  again  the  little  bronze 
figure  goes  down  and  disappears  under  the  water. 
Should  he  live  to  manhood  this  unwilling  bath  in 
the  Ganges  will  be  held  as  the  one  great  meritori- 
ous action  of  his  life,  and  will  cover  a  multitude  of 

Here  is  an  old  man,  bent  with  the  heavy  burden 
of  many,  many  years.  His  friends  are  tenderly 
helping  him  down  into  the  water.  His  naked  body 
is  so  emaciated  by  disease  and  worn  by  age  that  he 
■  is  but  a  mere  skeleton,  a  tottering  frame  of  skin  and 
Aones.  But  in  his  dim,  faded  eye  there  burns  the 
Ms  of  an  enthusiast.  At  last  the  one  great  desire 
of  his  life  is  to  be  realized.  He  has  reached  the 
oal  of  all  his  earthly  hopes,  and  is  permitted  not 
nly  to  gaze  upon  Ganges,  but  to  bathe  his  worn- 
out  body  in  its  sacred  tide.  No  wonder  his  eyes 
sparkle  and  his  wrinkled  face  lights  up  with  joy. 
For  him  all  that  now  remains  is  but  to  bathe  and 
die  and  enter  Swarga.* 

At  one  of  the  ghats,  called  the  Dasaswamedha,  a 
number  of  higher  class  people  are  bathing,  wives 
and  mothers  of  the  wealthy,  for  wealth  is  not 
without  its  distinctions  even  in  India.  Some  of 
them  are  "purdah  women,"  who  would  never 
dream  of  laying  aside  their  veils,  or  stepping  from 
behind  their  sheltering  curtains,  In  their  homes 
even  the  windows  of  their  apartments,  which  never 
face  the  streets,  are  closely  screened  day  and  night 
lest  eyes  other  than  their  own  husband's  might  fall 
upon  their  faces.  No  greater  shame  could  be 
brought  upon  one  of  these  women  than  to  compel 
her  to  appear  unveiled  on  the  streets.  It  would 
exceed  an  hundredfold  the  shame  of  the  harlot,  for 
here  the  calling  of  the  harlot  is  made  semi-respect 
able.  But  with  the  most  implicit  faith  in  th< 
sanctity  of  a  pilgrimage  to  the  holy  city,  and  of  the 
sacred  character  of  the  Ganges,  they  lay  aside  their 
heavy  veils  and  folds  of  silken  cloth,  and  with  thin, 
cotton  gowns,  which  but  scantily  cover  their  bodies, 
'hey  unflinchingly  go  down  into  the  river  and 
bathe  as  common  mortals. 

U  further  proof  of  the  childlike  simplicity  of  this 
brown-skinned  multitude  of  bathers  were  needed,  it 
may  be  found  in  their  implicit  belief  in  the  follow- 
lng  supposed  miracle:  At  the  Ras  Sahib  Ghat  is  a 
huge  recumbent  image  of  the  god  Bhima.     It  re- 

*The  Hindu  place  of  rest  and  peace  for  the  good.  It  is 
J"PPosed  by  some  to  be  located  in  the  Snow  Mountains  of  the 
Himalayan  range,  north  of  India,; 


clines  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  giant  stairway,  and 
in  the  absence  of  data  or  of  an  opportunity  to 
measure,  we  should  say  it  is  at  least  forty  feet  in 
length.  Our  guide  tells  us,  in  a  tone  that  carries 
with  it  the  conviction  that  he  believes  what  he 
says,  that  the  Ganges  rises  high  enough  each  year 
to  wash  the  image  away,  and  that  the  god  mirac- 
ulously restores  it  as  often  as  it  is  removed.  We 
found,  upon  careful  examination,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  guide  is  held  as  a  common  faith  by  the 
Brahman  priest  and  by  the  people  generally.  The 
old  image  appears  to  be  crumbling  away  and  is  in 
sad  need  of  repairs,  but  this  slight  fact  makes  no 
difference  in  the  faith  of  the  Hindu.  To  him  the 
image  is  washed  away  and  restored  annually. 

The  Someshwar  Ghat,  or  stairway,  dedicated  to 
the  god  of  the  moon,  is  of  special  interest  to  us  be- 
cause here  every  kind  of  disease  that  the  human 
body  is  heir  to  is  supposed  to  be  healed.  There 
are  special  shrines  and  bathing  places  for  special 
diseases,  such  as  fevers,  dysentery,  cholera,  small- 
pox, swollen  hands  and  feet,  and  scores  of  other 
ills,  but  at  the  bathing  place  of  the  "Lord  of  the 
Moon,"  the  bather  believes  he  may  be  healed  of  all 
diseases.  Like  the  Grotto  of  Lourdes  in  France,  it 
is  crowded  with  the  sick  and  afflicted  all  the  day 
long.  They  come  to  be  healed,  strong  in  their  be- 
lief in  the  efficacy  of  the  waters.  Many  receive  the 
help  they  come  for,  but  the  masses  go  away  unben- 
efited.  Notwithstanding  the  failures  are  innumer- 
able and  the  real  cases  of  healing  are  few,  the  place 
loses  nothing  of  its  reputation,  Year  after  year 
the  people  flock  here  by  the  thousand,  hoping 
against  hope,  and  believing  against  evidence  in  the 
healing  power  of  the  water  of  the  Ganges  at  this 
one  particular  spot. 

As  already  intimated,  some  receive  help.  As  at 
Lourdes  and,  we  say  it  with  all  due  respect,  as  at 
many  of  the  so-called  faith-healing  establishments 
at  home  and  abroad,  some,  under  strong  mental 
excitement,  produced  by  their  surroundings  and 
their  religious  beliefs,  are  benefited,  and  this  is  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  well-known  powerful  influ- 
ence of  the  mind  upon  the  body.  And  this  is 
wrongly  attributed  to  supernatural  power.  We  be- 
lieve in  Bible  faith  healing,— the  healing  that 
comes  in  answer  to  prayer  when  the  will  is  wholly 
and  unreservedly  given  up  to  God,  and  when  God's 
own  prescribed  means  are  used.  But  we  raise  our 
voice  in  earnest  protest  against  the  frauds  perpe- 
trated upon  the  ignorant  by  the  Brahmans  at 
Benares,  the  priests  at  Lourdes,  and  the  so-called 
Christian  Scientists  at  home.  They  are  not  of  God 
and  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

Our  boat  now  approaches  a  part  of  the  great 
bathing  ground,  from  whence  wreaths  of  blue 
smoke  arise  and,  forming  into  thin,  fleecy  clouds, 
float  away  down  the  river  on  the  morning  air.  It 
is  the  burning  ghat,  or  place 
cremated.  At  a  word  from  o 
anchored  near  the  shore,  and  ' 
spectators  of  the  strange  seen 
"  death  wood  "  carry  bundle 
prepared  fuel  down  to  wh 


stream.  The  funeral  pyre  is  being  arranged  after 
the  manner  already  fully  described  in  these 
"Gleanings."  The  wood  is  piled  up,  the  body  is 
laid  upon  the  pyre,  the  torch  is  applied,  and  the 
smoke  darkens  the  air.  While  we  watch  and  wait, 
another  and  another  body  is  brought  down  to  the 
water  side,  and  the  burners  of  the  dead  are  kept 
busy  at  their  task;  for  the  next  greatest  good,  after 
bathing  in  the  sacred  stream,  is  to  be  burned  on  its 
banks  and  to  have  one's  ashes  carried  down  to  the 
sea  on  its  tide. 

Two  bodies  arc  brought  from  the  State  Prison, 
and  pyres  erected  for  their  burning,  No  matter 
what  their  sins  and  crimes  may  have  been  in  life, 
they  are  now,  according  to  common  belief,  to  be 
purified  by  the  side  of  the  Ganges.  True,  their 
bodies  are  handled  roughly,  and  after  being  dipped 
in  the  water,  even  the  thin  cotton  cloth  is  removed, 
but  they  are  accorded  honorable  cremation  by  the 
flowing  tide  of  the  river.  And  so  we  watch  the  sad 
funeral  rites,  absorbed  in  the  scene  around  us.  We 
heard  no  wail  of  woe  at  the  burning  ghat  of  the 
dead,  for  to-day  the  poor  and  unknown  are  com- 
mitted to  the  flames.  Yonder  is  a  monument 
raised  to  commemorate  the  spot  where  a  broken- 
hearted widow  laid  herself  upon  the  funeral  pyre  of 
her  dead  husband,  and  was  burned  to  death.  Such 
scenes  are  now  happily  no  more  to  be  witnessed  in 
India. 

But  we  must  not  remain  here  longer.  Already 
the  sun's  power  is  being  felt.  Our  boat  is  brought 
to  a  landing  place,  and  we  ascend  the  stairway 
amid  the  great  throng  of  people.  At  the  top  is  a 
)w  who  has  brought  the  dead  body  of  his 
long  distance,  to  have  it  burned  on  the 
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to  be  built.  One  pyre  from  which  the  blue  smok 
goes  up  is  full  ablaze,  and  the  shape  of  a  silent 
form  is  visible  amidst  the  flames.  At  another 
embers  are  smouldering,  and  the  white,  calci 
bones  are  visible  in  the  ashes.  At  still  another 
"burners  of  the  dead"  are  searching  carefully 
among  the  ashes  for  treasures.  They  are  looking 
for  melted  silver  and  gold,  for  but  yesterday  the 
body  of  a  wealthy  Hindu  woman  was  burned  and 
the  jewels  she  had  worn  all  her  life  were  committed 
to  the  flames  with  her  poor  body,  now  no  longer  in 
need  of  the  tinsel  of  earthly  ornament.  On  the 
shore,  within  easy  reach,  is  a  figure  wrapped  in 
a  white  cloth,  from  which  only  the  cold,  brown, 
bare  feet  protrude,  touching  the  outer  edge  of  the 
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We  left  the  bathing  place,  but  the 
went  with  us  and  it  clings  to  us  sti 
sight  of  this  vast  multitude  of  rich 
and   young,    men   and    women,  the 
strong,  bathing  in  the  Ganges,  burning  th 
on  its  shore,  bowing  before  idols  and  shr 
dragging    their    enfeebled    bodies    to     its 
waters,  hoping  to  be  healed,  was  inexprcss 
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faith.  We  returned  to  our  tents  depressed  in  spirit 
and  sad  at  heart.  We  had  seen  the  impregnability 
of  Hinduism.  Its  strength  lies  in  the  ignorance 
and  superstition  of  the  common  people. 

Two  thoughts  were  deeply  impressed  upon  us  by 
what  we  had  seen.  First,  How  can  these  people  be 
freed  from  error's  chain  and  led  away  from  their 
terrible  idolatry?  Second,  How  much  greater  sac- 
rifice the  Hindus  seem  willing  to  make  in  serving 
their  false  gods  than  we,  as  Christians,  seem  willing 
to  make  in  the  service  of  our  true  God. 

The  answer  to  the  first  question,  it  seems  to  us, 
rests  as  a  burden  upon  the  church.  Give  them  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  educate  them,  not  over- 
much, but  enough  to  remove  ignorance  and  super- 
stition. This  is  the  only  way  to  save  them,  and 
this  is  essentially  the  work  of  the  church.  Individ- 
uals are  to  go,  but  they  must  be  sent  and  the 
church  must  do  the  sending. 

As  to  the  second  thought,  it  rests  as  a  burning 
shame  upon  every  professing  Christian  who  is  not 
willing  to  give  up  all  the  world  for  the  sake  of 
Christ.  D-  ■-•  M- 


426 


-<-'.;/'■ '•    SOBKBIXi  :b£_!!S£CBQ9'< 


HOME*  AND*  FAMILY  *~~- 

BABY  GARMENTS. 

I'VE  some  precious  little  garments; 

They  were  made  so  long  ago 
By  my  gentle,  loving  mother, 

As  she  rocked  me  to  and  fro; 
Seems  to  me  1  hear  her  singing 

Some  sweet  song  of  heavenly  bliss; 
And  she  stooped  and  gave  her  baby 

Such  a  lond  and  loving  kiss. 
There's  a  little,  pink  sun-honnel, 

And  a  dainty  dress  of  white, 
And  a  pair  of  tiny  slippers 

Worn  in  childhood's  days  so  bright; 
There  are  other  little  garments, 

And  small  treasures  that  I  love; 
Those  I'll  keep  through  joy  and  sorrow 

Though  far  off  my  feet  may  rove. 

Oh,  those  little  baby  garments! 

How  tbey  cheer  my  lonely  heart, 
As  1  think  of  her  who  made  them, 

And  to-day  we're  far  apart; 
Many  miles  of  land  and  water 
■      Lie  between  us,  once  So  near, 
But  fond  memories  of  our  loved  ones 

Keep  us  still  united  here. 
Oft  I  think  of  my  dear  childhood 

Under  my  fond  parents'  care; 
How  they  taught  me  how  to  utter 

Carefully  the  dear  Lord's  prayer; 
Ob,  I  never  can  forget  them, 

Whom  I  still  so  dearly  love, 
And  I  hope  that  in  the  future 

I  shall  meet  tbem  both  above. 


SELECTED  BY  KOSIE  S.  MYERS. 

There  is  still  existing  a  manuscript  letter  writ- 
ten by  Sir  Thomas  Moore  to  iiis  wife,  Alyee,  when 
the  news  came  to  him  that  his  great  mansion  at 
Chelsea,  with  its  offices  and  huge  granaries,  had 
been  almost  destroyed  by  fire. 

Instead  of  lamenting  over  his  loss,  he  bids  her 
first  "  find  out  if  any  poor  neighbors  had  stored 
their  corn  in  the  granaries,"  and  if  so,  to  recom- 
pense them.  Secondly,  to  discharge  no  servant 
until  he  have  another  abiding  place;  and  lastly,  to 
"  be  of  good  cheer,  and  take  all  the  howsold  with 
you  to  church,  and  there  thank  God  for  what  Hee 
hath  given  us,  and  what  Hee  hath  left  us." 

:  urges  her,  "  I  pray  you,  Alyee,  with  my  chil- 
ry  in  God." 

if  we  had  lost  property  and  home 
uld  think  we  did  well  if  we  were 
Sod's  will;  but  to  be  cheerful,  and 
in    Him,    is    an    almost    forgotten 


dren,  to  be 

Most  of  us 
in  a  night,  « 
patient  under 
even  ''  merry 
grace. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson,  in  a  prayer  written  fo 
his  family  on  the  night  before  his  death,  asked 
that  when  the  day  returned  it  should  find  them 
strong  to  endure  if  it  brought  sorrow,  and  eager  to 
be  happy  if  happiness  was  their  portion. 

"  Why,"  asked  a  Hindu  sage,  "  why  are  the  Chris- 
tians melancholy  men?  If  1  believed,  as  they  say, 
that  the  great  God  was  my  Father  and  that  His 
Son  was  my  Elder  Brother,  I  should  not  groan 
though  I  lost  a  few  bushels  of  wheat,  or  even  an 
eye.  I  should  be  of  all  men  most  happy  and  gay. 
They  do  not  believe  what  they  say." 

David,  whose  life  was  full  of  struggles  and  griefs 
and  sins,  taught  the  world  its  hymns,  full  of  a 
mighty,  joyous  thanksgiving. 

Paul  in  prison,  knowing  that  death  in  its  most 
painful  shape  might  be  near,  could  exhort  his 
friends  not  only  to  be  patient,  but  to  "  rejoice  in 


— <■■*  CORRESPONDENCE  *~~- 


the  Lord  alway.     And  again  I  say,' 
gently,  »  Rejoice." 

Most  men  will  laugh  when  they  an 
their  lives  are  comfortable,   but   it   ; 
thing   to   sing   in   prison,    or   when   t 
burning  to  find  time  to  be  kind  to  the  poor  and 
"  merry  in  God,"  like  old  Sir  Thomas  Moore. 


adds 


11-fed  and 
different 


t_-Chiirch  News  solicited  tor  this  Di 
mediae  send  a  report  of  It,  so  that  other9 
give  name  ol  church,  county  and  sta 
as  brief  as  possible.    Land  or  other 

.1-1  irliii.n!.     Our  advertlslnR  colun 


adore 


From  Wolf  Lake,  Ind. 


Our  second   quarterly  council  for  1S96  occurred 
June  6.    The  church  was  well  represented.    There 


was  not  much  busi 
passed  off  pleasantly. 
of  the  Lord  was  with 
was  present.     We  were 


before  the  meeting.  All 
We  felt  that  the  spirit 
is.  Bro.  Jeremiah  Gump 
glad  to  have  him  with  us. 


We  also  made  the  necessary  preparations  for  our 
love  feast,  which  was  held  on  the  evening  of  the 
12th.  We  had  an  enjoyable  meeting.  Five  min- 
isters were  with  us  from  other  congregations.  Eld. 
Jeremiah  Gump  officiated.  Some  over  one  hun- 
dred communed.  Next  morning,  at  9  o'clock,  we 
had  short  addresses  by  each  minister  from  abroad, 
which  were  very  interesting.  Brethren  Henry 
Brallier  and  Daniel  Rothenberger  staid  with  us. 
They  preached  for  us  on  Saturday  night. 

On  Sunday  morning  we  again  met  for  worship 
in  a  beautiful  grove  near  Round  Lake,  on  Eld. 
Leonard  Hyre's  farm.  A  large  crowd  assembled, — 
many  more  than  would  have  been  at  the  meeting- 
house. First  a  children's  meeting  was  held,  ad- 
dressed by  brethren  Henry  Brallier  and  Daniel 
Rothenberger.  Then  we  had  an  interesting  ser- 
mon by  Bro.  Henry  Brallier.  After  refreshments 
we  had  a  sermon  at  2  o'clock  by  Bro.  Daniel  Roth- 
enberger, followed  by  Bro.  Jeremiah  Gump.  Thus 
ended  our  meetings,  which  were  very  enjoyable 
to  us.  This  meeting  in  the  grove  was  announced 
almost  one  year  ago.  Our  elder  announced  an- 
other meeting  in  the  same  grove  for  the  second 
Sunday  of  June,  1897.  Levi  Zumbrun. 

Blue  River,  Ind.,  June  17. 


'If  some  folks  had  their  way  about  this  world 
v  few  people  could  live  comfortable  in  it." 


From  the  Nokesville  Church,  Va. 

The  members  of  this  congregation  met  in  quar- 
terly council  May  9  in  the  Valley  meetinghouse. 
All  business  passed  off  satisfactorily.  We  received 
four  members  by  certificates,  and  two  left  us  with 
certificates,  to  be  presented  to  adjoining  congrega- 
tions. 

It  was  decided  to  start  a  Sunday  school  in  the 
new  church  at  Nokesville,  and  Bro.  M.  G.  Early 
was  elected  Superintendent.  Then  the  necessary 
preparations  were  made  to  have  a  love  feast  June 
23  at  4  P.  M„  at  which  time  the  members  of  this 
and  other  congregations  met  and  enjoyed  a  feast 
of  love,  long  to  be  remembered.  Bro.  Abram 
Garber,  of  Augusta  County,  officiated.  The  next 
day,  Sunday,  at  10  o'clock,  the  dedication  services 
in  the  new  churchhouse  at  Nokesville  were  held. 
The  house  was  filled  to  overflowing.  A  very  ap- 
propriate sermon  was  delivered  by  our  elder,  Bro. 
J.  S.  Holsinger,  followed  with  a  few  remarks  by 
Bro.  A.  Garber. 

May  31  we  met  in  the  Nokesville  house  to  or- 
ganize a  Sunday  school.  We  elected  a  full  corps 
of  officers  and  teachers,  and  enrolled  a  membership 
of  fifty-five.  We  decided  to  use  the  Brethren's 
erature.  We  are  glad  the  Nokesville  church, 
well  as  others,  are  becoming  aroused  and  interest- 
ed in  Sunday  school  work,  which  should  be  one 
the  leading  features  of  the  Brethren  church. 

M.  G.  Early. 

June  id.  _______ 

That  "  S. " 

It  is  remarkable  what  difference  a  little  change 
does  make.  The  changing  of  a  d  to  an  s  in  the 
correspondence  from  Western  Pennsylvania  in  No. 
24,  if  the  idea  seemingly  thus  expressed  were  fol- 
lowed practically,  would  have  just  the  opposite 
of  that  intended  by  the  writer.  The  last  word  in 
the  third  paragraph  being  in  the  present  tense 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  it  is  always  and  will 
always  be  true  that  funds  accumulate  in  the  treas- 


ur"_  the 


ury  in  excess  of  the  demand  and  therefore 
have  the  effect  of  discouraging  contribution.  W° 

What  was  meant  is  that  the  income  duri 
year  exceeded  the  present  needs  to  meet  the 
This  is  looked  upon  as  a  stimulant  to  encotT" 
calls.  ' 

From   this   seemingly    very    small    mistake  » 
may  see  the  importance  of  carefulness  in  all     ' 
expressions  and  actions, — to  be  sure  that  they 
vey  the  meaning  or  justify  the  interpretation 
tended.     It  shows  with  what  jealousy  we  sho 
look  upon  every  attempt  at,  what  is  called,  a  "k 
ral  interpretation  of  divine  revelation.     We  sho  U 
n  or  addition 


learn  to  take  it  all  without  subtracts 


-without  the  change  of  one  letter  or  the 


omission 


of  a  single  duty  that  God  has  enjoined  and  mad, 
known  through  his  means  of  communication  and 
brought  to  remembrance  by  the  Holy  Spirit  a  d 
caused  to  be  recorded  by  the  divine  penmen 
tected  by  his  power,  and  handed  down  to  us^foi 
our  instruction  and  comfort.    Joseph  Holsopple 

[No  change  whatever  was  made  in  the  word  re- 
ferred  to.  It  was  written  "requires"  in  the  manu- 
script, and  will  be  so  found  in  the  printed  commit- 
nication. — Printer.] 


From  the  Silver  Creek  Congregation,  Ohio. 

June  6  the  brethren  and  sisters  met  in  quarterly 
council.  Bro.  Graybill,  of  the  Lick  Creek  congre- 
gation, and  Bro.  Perry  McKimmey,  of  Metamora, 
Ohio,  were  also  present.  The  meeting  passe 
in  its  usual  way.  There  were  seven  brethren  se! 
apart  to  fill  the  deacon's  office.  Preparations  were 
also  made  for  our  Communion,  which  took  j 
June  13. 

We  had  a  week's  meetings  previous  to  the  Com- 
munion. These  meetings  were  conducted  by  Bro, 
Peter  Stuckman,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.  There  \ 
good  interest  taken  and  many  good  impressions 
were  made  and  some  expressed  a  desire  to  unite 
with  the  church. 

The  evening  of  June  13  the  brethren  and  sisters 
were  seated  around  the  Lord's  table. 

Bro.  Peter  Stuckman,  of  Indiana,  offic/a 
June  14  we  met  for  Sunday  school.  Over  two  ' 
drcd  were  present.  We  had  some  good  talks  by 
the  brethren.  The  evening  of  the  14th  we  1 
small  Communion  at  the  west  end  of  our  church, 
at  Bro.  Martin  Shanster's,  in  behalf  of  Mother 
Long,  who  has  been  sorely  afflicted  for  some  years. 
She  has  endured  it  all  patiently.  She  also  desired 
to  obey  the  last  command  and  was  anointed.  Eld. 
Sholty  officiated.  The  meeting  was  very  impress- 
ive throughout.  One  dear  sister  united  with  the 
church  since  my  last  report.  A.  A.  Throne. 

Pioneer,  Ohio. 


Notice  to  the  Churches  in  the  Eastern  District 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  committee  appointed  to  look  for  a  location, 
and  formulate  a  plan  for  the  "  Home  for  the  aged 
and  poor  members  of  the  Eastern  District  of  P"* 
sylvania,"  have  visited  a  number  of  places, 
call  for  a  meeting  at  Manheim,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  4,  at  9  A.  M„  at  Kreider's  meetinghouse, 
near  Manheim  Station  on  the  R.  &  C.  R.  $■■ 
are  glad  if  the  churches  all  represent  by  dele_ 
If  not  represented  by  delegate,  any  individ* 
member  is  invited  to  come  to  said  meeting  fort  ' 
purpose  of  hearing  the  said  plan,  and  accep 
improve  said  plan.  The  decision  of  said  ni"'™ 
is  to  be  carried  home  to  each  church  for  rati 
tion,  before  the  church  is  responsible  or  admiK' 
to  the  Home. 

By  order  of  the  Committee.  H.  E.  Ligi» 

Mouniville,  Pa. 


atifi"' 
fitted 


From  the  Tuscarawas  Church,  Ohio. 

Our  Communion  occurred  June  13.  The  . 
noon  was  not  so  "pleasant,  on  account  of  »  ; 
amount  of  rain.  We  were  made  to  rejoice,  W 
er,  to  repair  to  the  water  side  and  adm> 
Christian  baptism.     The  one  baptized  is  a  mi 


July  4.  ,896- 


xbtjiej  qospbl  ^iHssEnsra-Ea-t. 
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influence  and  intelligence,  who  has  for  many  years 
been  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Several  weeks  prior  to  our  Communion,  we  received 
by  baptism  one  who,  for  many  years,  neglected  his 
duty.  Others  are  counting  the  cost.  Our  Commu- 
nion meeting  was  well  attended.  We  had  excel- 
lent preaching,— good  order  and  attention  through- 
out. We  had  sufficient  ministerial  aid.  Sunday, 
June  14,  was  a  special  day  for  the  children.  Breth- 
ren George  Kollar,  A.  W.  Harrold,  Samuel  Friend, 
and  D.  J.  Yutzey,  conducted  the  children's  meeting. 
After  those  exercises  Eld.  Edward  Loomis  preached 
an  excellent  sermon.  Bro.  A.  W.  Harrold  deliv- 
ered a  practical  sermon  in  the  evening,  from  the 
words,  "  Believe  in  God;  believe  also  in  me." 
The  services  throughout  were  very  edifying  and 
much  enjoyed  by  all.  God  bless  the  cause  every- 
where! Reuben  Shroyer. 
Pierce,  Ohio,  June  16. 


Thoughts  at  Random. 


I  HAVE  just  returned  from  the  Bethel  church, 
three  miles  northeast  of  Taneytown,  a  mission  point 
of  the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland,  where  we  en- 
joyed a  love  feast  with  those  of  like  precious  faith. 
There  are  about  sixteen  members  living  not  far 
from  Bethel,  and  this  was  the  first  love  feast  ever 
held  there.  Thirty-five  members  surrounded  the 
Lord's  table.     Ministering   brethren  present   were 

C.  L.  Pfoutz,  Solomon  Stoner,  S.  H.  Utz,  and  Chas. 

D.  Bonsack.     Bro.  C.  L.   Pfoutz  officiated.    There 
were  many  who   came  to  see  how  we  conducted  a 
love  feast,  and  were  heard  to  say,  "They 
follow   the   Scriptures."      May  they   not 
seeking  through  curiosity,  but  be  partake 
same  blessings  before  another  Communic 
occurs.      After  the   close   of  the   service 
church,  a  few  of  the  members  went  to  the  home 
an  afflicted  brother,  and  held  a  little  love  feast  w: 
him.  Rachel  A.  Pfoutz 

Linwood,  Md.,June  21. 


rely  do 
inly  be 
of  the 


at   thi 


From  New  Rockford,  N.  Dak. 

l^  The  brethren  and  sisters  of  Foster  and  adjoining 

Counties  met  in  special  council  at  Carrington,  June 
10,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  church  and  to 
make  further  arrangements  for  the  building  of  a 
churchhouse.  Eld.  Noah  Fisher  was  to  have  been 
with  us,  but  other  duties  delayed  him,  that  he  did 
not  arrive  until  the  following  evening.  Bro.  D.  C. 
Niccum  was  selected  as  our  elder,  Bro.  L.  M.  Thom- 
as, Treasurer,  and  D.  H.  Snowberger,  Clerk.  Bro. 
Niccum  preaches  every  two  weeks  for  the  Brethren 
at  Carrington,  occupying  the  court-house  for  the 
present. 

The  money  has  nearly  all  been  subscribed  for  a 
meetinghouse,  and  the  house  is  to  be  ready  for  ded- 
ication by  Sept.  1. 

Most  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  who  came  in  the 
colony  were  present  and  enjoyed  a  good  season  of 
worship  together.  All  express  themselves  as  being 
well  satisfied  with  their  new  location,  and  are  all  en- 
joying good  health,  except  Bro.  Ikenberry,  who  is 
suffering  from  an  attack  of  the  measles. 

D.  H.  Snowberger. 

June  16.  _  

On  Time. 

In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  22,  page  339,  is  an  ar- 
ticle, headed,  "  Council-Meetings,"  by  Daniel  Van- 
iman,  which  I,  and  I  believe  all  others,  can  endorse, 
but  to  my  mind  the  writer  left  out  one  very  impor- 
tant point,  hence  this  query.  He  says  the  elder  in 
charge  should  see  to  it  that  the  official  members  of 
the  church  should  meet  one  hour  before  the  time  of 
council,  to  outline  a  program  of  such  business  as  is 
ready  to  come  before  the  meeting  or  church.  Now 
'his  is  all  right,  but  the  brother  did  not  tell  us  how 
to  get  the  officials  to  come  an  hour  before  meeting 
time.  It  is  easy  to  tell  what  ought  to  be  done,  but 
not  so  easy  to  tell  liow  to  do  it.  It  is  easy  to  say 
the  elder  should  do  this,  that  or  the  other  thing, 
but  we  hardly  ever  hear  them  tell  us  how.  We  have 
seen  trying,  for  a  long  time,  to  accomplish  this  end 


jr  church,  but  if  the  elder  calls  on  the  officers 
to  meet  an  hour  before  meeting  time,  his  request  is 
not  heeded,  and  if  he  urges  and  admonishes  them, 
they  get  offended,  and  sometimes  some  of  the  oth- 
er members  affiliate  with  them.  As  a  result  the 
elder  is  censured.  What  for?  Because  he  is  trying 
to  do  just  what  the  writer  of  the  above-named  arti- 
cle says  he  should  do,  and  still  we  are  no  nearer 
gaining  the  desired  end  than  we  were  ten  years 
ago. 

Now,  this  is  not  written  to  criticise  or  find  fault 
with  the  article  referred  to,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  our  brethren  to  the  fact 
that,  when  advice  is  given,  it  is  generally  necessary, 
also,  to  tell  us  how  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It  is  not 
so  hard  to  theorize,  but  how  to  accomplish  the  end 
desired,  is  the  question,  not  only  in  this  matter,  but 
also  in  a  great  many  other  things  in  the  church  to- 
day. A  Brother. 

A  good  way  would  be  to  have  the  church  sanc- 
tion the  custom  of  the  officials  meeting  earlier  than 
the  time  appointed  for  the  general  council,  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  a  program  of  such  business  as 
is  ready  to  come  before  the  church.  Then  let  the 
elder,  and  such  as  are  present  at  the  specified  time, 
just  proceed  as  if  there  were  no  tardy  ones,  until 
they  will  become  ashamed,  or  the  church  will  see 
proper  to  choose  officers  who  will  be  "  active  in 
business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord."  What 
do  you  think  the  general  of  an  army  would  do  if  his 
official  helpers  were  not  on  hand  at  the  time  speci- 
fied? The  secretary  of  Washington  once  excused 
himself  for  being  a  few  minutes  late  because  his 
watch  was  slow.  He  was  promptly  told  by  the 
president  that  he  must  either  get  another  watch  or 
the  president  must  get  another  secretary.  Th 
thing  of  habitually  dragging  along  behind  time  an 
getting  to  an  appointment  late,  every  Christia 
ought  to  be  made  to  feel  ashamed  of,  and  the  way 
suggested  is  as  good  as  any.  I  would  recomm 
a  thorough  trial  of  the  above  plan. 

Daniel  Vanima 


From  the  Chippewa  Valley  Church,  Wis. 

May  23,  Bro.  D.  M.  Miller,  of  Illinois,  came  to 
us  on  a  mission  of  love.  He  preached  for  us  the 
following  week.  May  30  Bro.  Jacob  Delp  arrived, 
having  been  sent  by  the  Mission  Board,  in  response 
to  our  call.  He  and  Bro.  Miller  labored  for  us  un- 
til June  13,  which  was  the  time  appointed  for  our 
love  feast.  Just  before  examination  services  there 
were  two  received  back  into  the  church  that  had 
been  out  of  the  fold  several  years.  At  our  council, 
one  week  previous,  one  dear  sister  was  restored. 
This  was  perhaps  the  largest  Communion  ever  held 
in  Northern  Wisconsin.  About  sixty  members  sur- 
rounded the  tables  and  participated  in  the  sacred 
ordinances.  A  number  of  members  from  adjoining 
churches  were  with  us,  which  added  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  meeting. 

May  31,  four  more  of  the  number,  that  came  out 
last  March,  were  baptized.  This  makes  seventeen 
added  to  our  number  by  baptism,  since  last  June, 
and  three  reclaimed.  June  15,  Bro.  Delp  left  for 
his  home  in  Illinois.  Bro.  Miller  is  still  with  us. 
To-day  he  preached  twice  to  an  attentive  congre- 
gation. The  Lord  is  blessing  the  work  here.  To 
him  be  all  the  praise!  E.  E.  Joyce. 

Durand,  Wis  ,  June  21. 


The  Baptism  of  Fire. 


Reading  the  late  Messenger,  and  noting  the  re- 
marks under  the  head,  "  Baptism  of  Fire,"  I  was 
prompted  to  make  a  few  additional  remarks. 

We  certainly  all  believe  that  God  is  love,  and 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  God  to  quench  or 
destroy  love,  for  he  himself  is  love,  therefore  he  is 
not  able  to  destroy  himself,  but  let  us  look  at  the 
other  side  of  the  question  and  see  whether  or  not 
God  is  able  to  quench  that  fire  which  'he  has  pre- 
pared for  those,  unworthy  of  his  redeeming  power. 
This  unquenchable  fire,  referred  to  by  John,  can 
surely  be  no  other  than  that  spoken  of  in  other  par- 


allel passages.  In  Isa.  33:  14  it  is  spoken  of  as  an 
everlasting  fire;  in  Mark  9:  43  as  a  fire  that  shall 
not  be  quenched;  in  Rev.  14:  11  we  are  told,  "The 
smoke  of  their  torment  ascendeth  forever  and  ev- 
er." Now,  when  we  see  that  the  Word  refers  to  a 
fire  that  is  everlasting  (which  means  eternal),  one 
that  shall  no!  be  quenched,  etc.,  it  surely  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  conclude  that  the  fire,  spoken  of  by 
John,  is  the  same  as  the  others  referred  to,  and 
that  he  means  exactly  what  he  says,  that  it  is  un- 
quenchable. 

The  Word  says  that  two  things  are  immutable, — 
that  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie  (concerning  his 
promise  and  his  oath). 

God  is  truth  in  the  same  sense  that  he  is  love; 
hence  God  is  not  able  to  quench  this  fire.  If  he  is 
able,  he  makes  himself  a  liar,  which  would  be  de- 
stroying the  truth  (God  himself).  In  Mark  13:  33 
he  says,  "  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but 
my  word  shall  not  pass  away." 

Edward  K.  Masterson. 

Arkansas  City,  /Cans. 


From  Worthlngton,  Minn. 

Again  our  hearts  were  made  glad  because  of  the 
presence  of  Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver.  He  came  June  16 
and  staid  until  the  22nd.  He  preached,  in  all, 
eight  discourses.  He  preached  with  power.  The 
crowd  increased  all  the  while,  and  the  last  night 
many  could  not  get  into  the  house.  All  seemed  to 
regret  very  much  that  our  brother  could  not  stay 
longer. 

Right  here  many  of  our  brethren  make  a  mis- 
take. They  work  up  a  good  interest  and  then  go 
away  and  leave  it.  I  do  not  wonder  that  so  much 
labor  is  lost  by  the  Brethren.  Bro.  Beaver  was  not 
to  blame.  He  regretted  very  much  that  he  had  to 
go.  He  said  he  felt  as  though  he  had  not  done  jus- 
tice to  the  cause  nor  himself  either.  We  are  try- 
ing to  make  arrangements  to  have  him  back  here 
the  latter  part  of  August,  to  finish  up  the  work  he 
has  begun.  Then  we  expect  to  hold  a  Communion 
meeting.  We  will  make  the  announcement 
through  the  Messenger  as  soon  as  we  learn  ihe 
particulars.  I  make  this  statement  now  because  I 
know  that  several  brethren  expect  to  come  here 
after  harvest,  and,  no  doubt,  they  would  like  to  en- 
joy the  feast  also.  I  will  also  say  that  three  more 
brethren  have  bought  here  since  my  last  report. 
We  feel  very  much  encouraged  spiritually,  and  we 
hope  and  pray  that,  ere  long,  by  God's  help,  a  pros- 
perous church  may  be  built  up  in  these  parts.  We 
learn,  as  we  get  acquainted  with  the  people,  that 
many  are  favorable  to  the  Brethren. 

In  talking  with  Bro.  Beaver,  I  find  he  has  not 
been  distributing  any  tracts.  It  seems  to  me  that 
he  should  be  well  supplied  with  tracts  to  distribute 
to  the  people  on  his  preaching  tours.  Much  good 
might  be  accomplished  in  this  way. 

Lizzie  Hilary. 

June  22.  _   

A  Trip  to  Shamokln,  Pa. 

June  ii,  wife  and  I  left  our  home  in  Lancaster 
County  to  attend  a  love  feast  in  the  Schuylkill 
church,  of  the  same  County.  It  was  largely  at- 
tended. Bro.  John  Herr  officiated,  and  other  min- 
isters were  also  present. 

June  13,  early  in  the  morning,  four  of  us  left  by 
private  conveyance  for  Shamokin,  Northumber- 
land County,  a  distance  of  about  thirty  miles,  to  at- 
tend the  feast.  The  route  was  over  very  high 
mountains.  The  first  place  we  reached  was  Tre- 
mont,  a  town  of  several  thousand  inhabitants. 
There  the  Brethren  have  preaching  every  four 
weeks.    A  few  members  are  living  in  town. 

We  next  cross  Broad  Mountain  in  a  zigzag 
way,  and  descend  into  Pine  Valley, 
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farms  and  large  farm  buildings.  This  valley  i 
ted  with  little  towns.  One  thing  that  is  missing  is 
the  Brethren's  church.  As  near  as  we  could  learn 
there  are  no  members  living  in  the  Valley.  About 
all  the  people  we  met  are  Pennsylvania  Dutch.     I 
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thought,  What  a  field  for  our  German  brethren  for 
mission  work! 

The  next  mountain  we  cross  is  Mahantango.  We 
then  come  into  the  Valley  of  the  same  name.  This 
valley  is  several  miles  wide,  running  toward  the 
river,  twenty  or  more  miles,  It  is  more  rolling,  but 
is  thickly  settled,  and  here,  again,  our  Brethren  are 
missing. 

We  stop  with  a  farmer  to  feed  our  horses.  After 
introducing  ourselves  as  Dunkers  (they  first 
thought  we  were,  perhaps,  Winebrennarians,  as 
those  people  intend  to  baptize  a  number  the  follow- 
ing day,— Sunday)  they  then  desired  to  know 
something  of  us  as  a  people.  Here,  also,  lies  an 
open  field,— right  at  our  door. 

Crossing  the  valley,  we  come  to  Line  Mountain, 
—so  called  because  if  marks  the  County  line  of 
Schuylkill  and  Northumberland  County. 

Next  we  come  into  the  Mahanoy  Valley.  Here, 
also,  is  plenty  of  room  for  mission  work.  Then 
another  hill  is  crossed  and  we  come  into  the  City 
of  Shamokin  at  2  o'clock,  just  in  time  for  the  after- 
noon service  in  a  hall.  Here  we  met  elders  H.  E. 
Light,  Jacob  Longaneckcr,  and  D.  P.  Zigler,  the 
home  minister.     Kro.  Kopenhaven  was  not  present. 

This  church  is  small.  There  are  only  about  fif- 
teen members  in  the  city,  and  it  is  attached  to  the 
Tower  City  church,— a  place  about  twenty  miles 
away.  1  think  this  is  a  great  mistake.  Here  is  a 
city  of  about  20,000  souls,  affording  plenty  of  ma- 
terial to  work  on,  and  why  not  make  a  strong  ef- 
fort? 

Soon  after  our  arrival  among  them,  we  learned 
that  the  church  had  just  passed  out  of  severe  trials. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  little  band  is  now  in  a 
good  condition.  They  organized  a  Sunday  school, 
which  gives  them  some  work  to  do.  What  is  need- 
ed here  is  a  located  minister.  Until  that  is  done, 
there  is  not  much  to  expect.  Bro.  Kopenhaven 
lives  in  Mt.  Carmel,  a  town  of  about  12,000  people, 
eight  miles  from  this  city.  Bro.  Zeigler  and  I  took 
a  trolley  car  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  went  to  Mt. 
Carmel,  to  see  Bro.  Kopenhaven.  We  took  him 
along  back  to  the  city,  where  he  preached  in  the 
evening.  When  we  left  them,  they  seemed  to  be 
greatly  encouraged.  J.  R.  Rover. 
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Visit  to    Lorain 


111. 


On  Saturday,  June  13,  a  party  of  fifteen  members 
(thirteen  of  them  members  of  the  Liberty  congre- 
gation) started  across  the  country  to  Loraine,  111.,  a 
distance  of  twenty-three  miles,  to  attend  a  love 
feast  on  Saturday  evening.  We  arrived  at  Bro.  H. 
W.  Strickler's  (who  lives  only  one-half  mile  from 
the  church)  at  2:  30  P.  M.,  where  we  were  pleasant- 
ly entertained.  After  taking  a  short  rest,  we,  with 
Bro.  Strickler  and  family,  went  to  the  church, 
where  services  commenced  at  5  P.  M.  Kid.  George 
W.  Cripe  officiated,  assisted  by  the  home  minis- 
ters, H.  W.  Strickler,  Henry  Pittman,  and  Baptist 
Strickler.  About  thirty  members  communed.  We 
had  an  enjoyable  meeting.  The  audience  was 
large,  but  the  best  of  order  prevai'ed.  We  re- 
mained until  Sunday  afternoon  when 
for  our  homes,  feeling  well-paid  for  o 
neet  at  tho: 


Glade,  Pa.— I  met  with  the  Brethren  at  Beach- 
dale,  Pa.,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  and  remained 
with  them  over  Sunday,  and  while  with  them  bap- 
tized two  precious  souls. — H.  A.  Stahl. 

Sandy  Creek  Congregation,  Mo.— We  met  in 
council  June  13.  Everything  passed  off  pleasantly. 
We  held  our  love  feast  June  15.  Fourteen  mem- 
bers communed.  Bro.  G.  W.  Clemens  officiated. — 
C.  M.  Milmr,  Modena,  Mo.,  June  20. 

Pleasant  Prairie  Church,  Iowa.— At  this  date, 
June  19,  we  have  six  applicants  for  baptism.  Our 
meetings  continue  with  a  growing  interest,  and  we 
hope  that  others  may  be  made  willing  to  come  out 
on  the  Lord's  side!—  Wm.  C.  Hipes,  Le  Mars,  Iowa, 
June  10. 

Sawyer,  Kans.— The  Bethel  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  June  13.  But  little  business  came 
before  the  meeting.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love 
feast  Oct.  17  and  18,  commencing  at  4  o'clock  P. 
M.  The  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  the  town  of  Saw- 
yer.—/ H.  Miller,  June  rg. 

Cedar  County  Church,  Iowa.— Two  more  were 
received  by  baptism  to-day  (June  14) 
old  and  substantial  citizens,  and  confer 
change  for  some  time.  May  God  bit 
their  old  age,  and  so  use  them  to  his  na 
and  glory! — John  Zitck,  Clarence,  Iowa,  June  14. 

Franklin  Grove,  111.— Our  love  feast,  held  at 
this  place  June  6,  was  indeed  a  feast  of  love. 
While  we  were  not  favored  with  the  usual  number 
of  ministers,  many  others,  from  adjoining  churches, 
were  with  us.  Bro.  Amick,  of  Mt.  Morris,  offici- 
ated. One  dear  sister  was  recently  added  to  the 
church  by  baptism. — D.  B.  Senger. 

Maitland,  Pa.— On  my  return  from  attending 
our  Annual  Meeting  held  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  I 
stopped  off  a  short  time  at  Mt.  Morris,  to  visit 
friends  and  relatives  and  the  places  of  interest.  I 
was  especially  well  pleased  with  the  appearance  of 
the  Old  People's  Home.  Surely  the  Lord  will 
bless  the  brethren  and  sisters  for  their  liberality. — 
Samuel  Ricliard. 

Bunker  Hill  Church,   Ohio.— Bro.  E.  M.  Cobb, 
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both  from  far  and  nea 
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Liberty,  III.,  June  ly. 
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Kouert  B.  Carr. 
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a  llilrsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 


Ozawkie,  Kans.— I  visited  the  State  Prison,  yes- 
terday, June  14,  and  baptized  two  more  convicts 
and  found  two  others  hopeful,  which  makes  eight 
since  eleven  months  ago  to-day.  Our  chapel 
services  there  were  conducted  by  four  visiting 
speakers,  who  were  given  twenty-five  minutes 
each. — C.  C.  Root. 


.  us  June 
Sunday  evening,  Tuesday  fo 
Wednesday  forenoon  he  addressed 
hool  scholars,  and  preached  again  in 
His  explanations  were  so  clear  that 
the  little  folks  could  understand  him. — Sarah  Mid- 
daugh,  Berlin,  Ohio,  June  iS. 

Boon  River  Church,  Iowa. — The  members  of 
this  church  met  in  their  quarterly  council  June 
13,  with  our  elder,  S.  M.  Miller,  present.  We 
decided  to  have  a  love  feast  Sept.  12  and  13.  A 
series  of  meetings  will  begin  one  week  previous, 
and  continue  one  week  after.  Since  our  last  meet- 
ing one  was  received  in  full  fellowship  by  letter. — 
Daniel  Aschenbrenner,  Stilson,  Iowa,  June  22. 

West  Dayton,  Ohio.— June  7  Eld.  John  Calvin 
Bright  preached  for  us  from  2  Cor.  5:  17.  June  14 
Eld.  Jacob  Snider,  of  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  preached 
to  us  from  I  Tim.  4:  16.  June  21  he  preached 
from  Philpp.  3:  14.  We  are  glad  to  have  these 
brethren  come  among  us.  One  is  to  be  baptized 
June  20.  Two  were  received  by  letter  since  I  last 
wrote. — Elmer  Wombold,  Dayton,  Ohio,  June  24. 

Walnut,  Pa.— The  love  feast  season  at  the  Farm- 
er's Grove  meetinghouse,  Perry  congregation,  has 
just  closed.  It  was  a  spiritual  refreshment  to  all. 
Brethren  Daniel  Hassinger  and  Samuel  Yoder 
were  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  which  will 
much  strengthen  our  church  locally.  Brethren 
Isaac  Barto  and  Samuel  Swigart  were  with  us  and 
proclaimed  the  Truth  vigorously.—/.  W.  Replogle. 

Rutten,  N.  Dak.— A  few  of  the  Brethren  of  the 
Sweet  Water  Lake  ch'trch  were  made  to  rejoice  to- 
day. Going  to  a  neighbor's  house  this  morning, 
I  was  asked  to  baptize  a  husband  and  wife.  After 
a  thorough  questioning  of  the  applicants,  a  few  of 
us  resorted  to  the  lake  where  baptism  was  attend- 
ed to.  This  makes  seven  since  we  organized  a 
church  in  our  new  field  June  29,  1895. — 5.  N.  Ever- 
sole,  June  16. 


Osage  Church,  Kans.— After  Annual  Meetinc, 
we  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  four  able  ser 
mons  by  Bro.  D.  C.  Campbell  and  one  by  Bro.  1 
F.  Neher.  Bro.  Campbell  also  preached  one  ser- 
mon in  Monmouth,  Kans.  To-day  we  had  our 
quarterly  council,  our  elder  presiding.  One  has 
been  added  to  the  church  by  letter  since  our  last 
report.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  Oct.  31 
at  2  P.  M.  Ministerial  Meeting  will  be  held 
the  day  previous. — Salem  Beery,  McCune,  Kans 
June  13. 

Ryot,  Pa.— The  Dunning's  Creek  church,  Bed- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  met  in  quarterly  council  June  13,  at 
10  A.  M.  Though  the  day  was  rainy,  the  attend- 
ance was  good.  Considerable  business  came  be- 
fore the  meeting  which  was  disposed  of  in  a  Chris- 
tian-like spirit.  Our  Communion  was  appointed 
for  Oct.  16,  beginning  at  4  P.  M.  At  this  writing, 
our  dear  elder,  J.  B.  Miller,  is  not  well.  For  ths 
we  feel  sad,  as  his  labors  are  much  needed.  May 
he  be  remembered  at  a  throne  of  grace! — Levi 
Rogers,  Junt  16. 

Chalfants,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  Jonathan 
Creek  church  met  with  quite  a  loss.  On  Sundav, 
May  17,  one  of  our  large  churchhouses  burned  to 
the  ground.  This  house  was  known  as  the  Green- 
wood house.  It  was  built  eighteen  years  ago,  and 
was  a  good  house.  While  we  were  sorry  to  lose 
our  house,  we  are  glad  to  say  that  we  have  now 
money  enough  collected  to  build  again.  Provi- 
dence permitting,  we  expect  to  have  a  new  house 
by  Sept.  1.  The  members  surely  have  the  cause  at 
heart.— Jacob  Leckrone. 

North  Poplar  Ridge  Church,  Ohio.— Our  love 
feast  is  now  in  the  past.  We  had  a  pleasant,  and, 
we  hope,  a  profitable  meeting.  Eld.  Jeremiah 
Gump  officiated.  There  were  a  number  of  other 
ministering  brethren  present.  Among  them  was 
Bro.  Thurston  Miller,  of  Indiana.  An  election  was 
held  for  three  deacons, — two  for  this  place  and 
one  for  the  McClure  church,— a  branch  of  this 
church.  Two  brethren  of  that  place  ran  so  close 
that  it  was  thought  best  to  take  them  both.  All 
were  duly  installed. — Sarah  M.  Homish. 

Red  River  Valley  Church,  N.  D.— This  church 
convened  in  quarterly  council  June  6,  1896.  Ihe 
members  all  seem  to  be  alive  to  the  cause.  We 
have  an  interesting  Sunday  school.  Two  were  bap- 
tized and  one  returned  to  the  fold.  We  have  our 
meetings  in  a  schoolhouse.  Our  meetinghouse  is 
nearing  completion.  The  Lord  willing,  it  is  to  be 
dedicated  July  12,  and  followed  by  a  love  feast. 
Bro.  D.  C.  Campbell,  from  Colfax,  Ind.,  is  to 
preach  the  dedicatory  sermon.  We  extend  a 
hearty  invitation  to  all  who  wish  to  be  present  on 
the  occasion. — Bertha  Swihart,  Mayville,  N.  Dak., 
June  19. 

Summit  Church,  Ind.— We  are  glad  that  it  is 
our  privilege  to  report  a  very  enjoyable  love  feast, 
held  in  this  church  June  20.  There  was  quite  a 
large  number  of  members  present.  The  ministeri- 
al help  was  ample.     Brethren  S.  Yonce,  J.  Rarick 

L.    Winklebleck,   Fike    and    Wm.    Miller 

were  present.  Eld.  Jacob  Rarick  officiated.  The 
preaching  and  labors  of  the  brethren  were  much 
appreciated.  The  order  and  attendance  were  good. 
On  Sunday  morning  we  had  a  happy  social  meet- 
ing, and  at  11  o'clock  A.  M.  preaching  by 
brethren  Fike  and  Spitzer.— Lizzie  Hollis,  New 
Cumberland,  Ind.,  June  23. 

Falls  City,  Nebr.— Saturday,  June  20,  I  met 
with  the  Brethren  at  Glen  Rock,  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil. The  meeting  passed  off  very  pleasantly- 
This  is  a  mission  post  which,  in  the  past  year,  has 
increased  by  baptism  from  eight  members  to  more 
than  twenty.  Most  of  them  are  earnest  workers. 
They  have  no  minister,  and  as  to  most  of  them 
the  customs  and  habits  of  the  church  are  a  new 
thing,  they  are  very  much  in  need  of  a  shepherd. 
This  is  a  place  where  a  faithful  minister  should  be 
located.  He  would  find  his  services  needed  and 
appreciated.  These  members  live  in  one  of  'h 
very  best  section 
June  22. 


Df  farming  land.— Wm.  Mehlcr, 
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pleasant  Prairie  Church,  Iowa.  —  Bro.  Wm. 
Hipes  began  a  series  of  meetings  June  7.  As  an 
immediate  result  of  his  labors  seven  souls  united 
with  the  church  June  20.  In  the  evening  of  that 
day  we  commemorated  the  Lord's  Supper.  June 
2i  the  brethren  held  an  election  for  a  minister. 
The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  Abraham  Buck  and  the  writer. 
£  H.  Maust,  Simile,  Iowa,  June  21. 

Chippewa  Church,  Ohio.— Our  love  feast,  held 
June  13,  was  truly  a  feast  of  charity.  The  Good 
Spirit  seemed  to  reign  in  all  hearts.  Many  were 
present  from  the  neighboring  churches  and  from  a 
distance,  among  them  brethren  E.  M.  Cobb  and 
j.  B.  Brumbaugh,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  They 
preached  eight  sermons  for  us,  and  proved  them- 
selves earnest  and  qualified  ministers.  Bro.  Noah 
Longanecker  preached  on  Sunday  forenoon.  Pre- 
ceding this  were  talks  to  the  children,  which  were 
highly  appreciated  by  all.  —  Lizzie  M.  Wieand, 
June  20. 

Harlan,  Iowa.— Our  late  love  feast  was  a  pleas- 
ant one,  and  one  long  to  be  remembered,  as  there 
were  more  seated  around  the  Lord's  Table  than 
ever  before  at  this  place.  How  pleasant  it  is  to 
see  more  striving  to  walk  in  newness  of  life,  and 
encourage  others  to  do  the  same!  A  number  of 
visiting  brethren  and  sisters  were  with  us.  The 
visiting  ministers  were  brethren  J.  W.  Diehl,  M. 
Dierdorff  and  John  Fitz.  Bro.  Stephen  Ypder,  of 
Holmesville,  Nebr.,  officiated  at  our  feast.  On 
Saturday  we  held  an  election  for  a  deacon,  result- 
ing in  the  choice  of  Bro.  Aaron  Replogle.  We  al- 
so advanced  Bro.  N.  Hiett  to  the  second  degree  of 
the  ministry.  Eld.  J.  W.  Diehl  did  the  installing. 
—Julia  Strohm,  June  ij. 

Cedar  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of 
this  church  held  their  Communion  on  Friday  even- 
ing, June  19.  It  was  the  largest  ever  held  at  this 
place.  Many  were  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
communing  for  want  of  room  at  the  table.  Bro. 
)  John  Stafford  officiated.  Brethren  Jer.  Gump,  L 
Hyer,  J.  Killion,  D.  Hoover,  J.  Ahner,  Wm.  Fin- 
^  ney,  and  J.  Ba'rton  were  present.  One  soul  was 
received  into  the  fold  by  baptism  before  the  love 
feast  took  place.  The  following  day  was  our  quar- 
terly church  council.  What  little  business  came 
before  the  meeting  was  adjusted  pleasantly.  Bio. 
C.  G.  Fair  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of 
the  ministry,  and  received  by  the  church.  The 
Sunday  school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. — A. 
Hanson. 

Spring  Creek,  Iowa.— Our  council,  prior  to  our 
love  feast,  also  Our  quarterly  council,  was  held 
June  11.  All  were  at  peace,  and  the  business 
passed  off  in  love.  The  western  part  was  granted 
the  privilege  of  holding  a  love  feast  some  time 
this  fall.  The  feast  at  this  place  was  well  attended 
by  brethren  from  a  distance.  The  children  were 
not  forgotten  and  were  addressed  by  six  speakers 
(on  Sunday  afternoon)  each  occupying  about  ten 
minutes.  Three  have  been  added  by  baptism  and 
one  by  letter  since  the  last  report.  We  are  much 
encouraged  and  strengthened,  and  can  go  on  with 
greater  zeal  and  earnestness  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  Bro.  Harvey  Eikenberry,  our  elder, 
preached  for  us  June  II  and  12—  Nellie  G.  Beaver, 
Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  June  16. 

Weeping  Water  Church,  Nehr.— We  met  in 
quarterly  council  June  13.  Everything  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  Arrangements  were  made 
f°r  our  feast,  which  occurred  June  20.  Quite  a 
number  of  brethren  and  sisters  were  present  from 
other  churches.  Bro.  Moore,  of  Beatrice,  officiat- 
ed- A  children's  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday 
morning.  The  brethren  gave  good  talks.  One 
young  man  was  received  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism the  day  of  our  feast.  We  hope  and  pray  that 
others  will  follow  his  example  soon.  We  decid'd 
to  have  a  series  of  meetings  this  fall,  beginning 
two  weeks  before  our  District  Meeting  and  clos- 
,ng  with  a  love  feast.  We  have  been  blessed  with 
good  rains  this  year,  and  everything  looks  prom- 
's,ng,  for  which  we  thank  God.— Minnie  Horsh, 
E«Sle,  Nebr.,  Junta. 
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Rockton,  Pa.— Our  little  love  feast  in  the  Bethel 
>use  was  a  success.  There  were  twenty-three 
members   present,    four   of  whom   were   ministers. 

as  also  a  large  audience  of  attentive 
pie  in  attendance.  This  was  the  first  feast 
our  new  house,  and  the  majority  of  the  people 
there  had  never  witnessed  any  services  of  the 
kind.  Many  lasting  impressions  were  left  on 
the  minds  of  those  present.  We  met  in  council 
June  9,  and  decided  to  have  a  love  feast  Sept.  18, 
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Nocona,  Tex. — 
has  secured  Bro.  J.  F.  Neher  to  work  in  the  mis- 
sion field,  it  was  necessary  to  hold  a  special  Board 
meeting,  in  order  to  arrange  for  the  work.  Ac- 
cordingly 1  met  them  (Bro.  Neher  and  wife  and 
little  girl)  at  Muenster.  Friday  evening,  and  took 
them  to  Bro.  Kinzie's,  where  we  held  our  meeting 
on  Saturday,  June  13.  The  work  laid  out  is  to  vis- 
it the  Blue  Mound  church  in  Lamar  County;  Live 
Oak  church,  Parker  County;  the  few  members  in 
Erath  County  and,  possibly,  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church  in  Clay  County.  Bro.  Neher  will  be  with 
us  in  the  Nocona  church  by  about  Aug.  1,  and 
remain  till  after  District  Meeting.  Our  brother 
preached  two  very  interesting  sermons  on  Sunday 
to  a  houseful  of  attentive  listeners.  Hope  his 
labors  among  us  will  be  for  good.—/!.  /  Ilk, 
June  l7. 

Greenmount,  Va.— We  had  a  special  cou 
it  church  on  Saturday,  June  6 
d  brethren  J.  M.  Kagey  and 
he  ministers  present  from  other 
B.  B.  Miller  was  advanced  to  the 
of  the  ministry,  but  he  is  not  yet 
re  was  an  election  held  for  two  dea- 
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on  brethren  Joseph  Kagey  and 
■ere  duly  installed.  On  Satur- 
ipany  with  Bro.  B.  B.  Miller,  1 
n  Brock's  Gap  congregation,  at 
•rch.  Eld,  J.  P.  Zigler  presided, 
mained  with  them  over  Sunday. 
>n  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
hich  we  resorted  to  the  water, 
where  four  precious  souls  were  added  to  the 
church  by  the  holy  ordinance  of  baptism.— -Jacob 
A.Garber.June  16. 

Liberty  Church,  111. — This  church  convened  in 
quarterly  council  June  6.  Our  elder,  George  W. 
Cripe,  was  with  us  and  preached  for  us  at  the 
church  in  Liberty,  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  at 
11  A.  M.  He  was  to  preach  at  Lost  Prairie  mis- 
sion on  Sunday  evening,  but  a  violent  stoim  in- 
terfered with  the  meeting.  We  have  preaching 
every  first  and  third  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each 
month.  The  time  is  divided  between  the  church 
at  Liberty  and  the  schoolhouse  at  Lost  Prairie. 
We  are  very  much  in  need  of  a*  meetinghouse  at  or 
near  this  place.  This  point  is  five  miles  north- 
east of  Liberty.  There  are  several  members  liv- 
ing out  here.  We  are  looking  forward  in  hope 
of  soon  having  a  new  church  built.  We  decided 
at  our  council-meeting  to  hold  our  love  feast  and 
a  series  of  meetings  near  the  middle  of  September. 
—Robert  B.  Carr,  June  10. 

Eaton,  Ind.  —  Bro.  Holsinger,  of  North  Man- 
chester, came  to  us  April  25.  and  continued  with 
us  until  May  9.  He  preached,  in  all,  fifteen  ser- 
mons on  the  doctrine,  as  practiced  by  the  Breth- 
ren. We  had  a  fair  attendance.  Our  meeting  was 
held  in  the  hall.  Notwithstanding  the  opposition 
by  the  different  churches,  Bro.  Holsinger  drew  the 
il  reasoning  on  Gospel 
came  out  on  the  Lord's 
May  10  was  the  dedica- 
tory sermon  preached  at  the  Shideler  churchhouse, 
the  home  town  of  our  beloved  brethren,  J.  U.  and 
G.  L.  Studebaker.  We  think  that  Bro.  Holsinger's 
dedicatory  sermon  met  with  general  approval. 
The  little  body  of  Brethren  at  Shideler  have  a 
nice  little  house,  well  furnished.  Near  by  is  the 
house  occupied  by  our  aged  brother,  J.  U.  Studebak- 
er in  his  declining  years. — Samuel  Younce,  June  16.     I 
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Hudson,  111.— June  20,  the  time  appointed  for 
our  love  feast,  was  a  most  precious  season,  made  so 
partly  by  the  attendance  of  many  visiting  members 
from  other  churches,  and  a  general  response  from 
our  dear  members  at  home.  Bro.  Michael  Flory 
and  wife,  Bro.  Thomas  Reiser  and  wife,  sister  Bar- 
bara Gish  (widow  of  the  late  lamented  Jas.  R.  Gish) 
with  twelve  others  come  to  us  from  other  congrega- 
tions and  added  to  the  interest  of  the  occasion, 
which  was  made  doubly  interesting  by  the  soul-re- 
treshing  talks  by  brethren  Flory,  and  Reiser.  Bro. 
Flory  officiated.  The  exercises  were  very  impress- 
ive. The  attendance  was  large,  and  the  order 
most  excellent.  Surely  this  was  a  refreshing  "  Oa- 
sis," in  our  journey  to  the  better  land.  Quite  late- 
ly our  little  church  was  gladdened  by  the  locating 
of  sister  Mattie  A.  Lear  and  daughter  in  our  vil- 
lage. We  want  many  more  like  them  to  come. —  T. 
D.  Lyon. 

Waddam's  Grove,  111.— Our  series  of  meetings, 
which  commenced  Juno  6,  closed  Sunday  evening, 
June  21.  The  meetings  were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  G. 
Royer  and  were  well  attended.  Bro.  Royer  visited 
during  the  day  from  house  to  house,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  more  than  an  ordinary  interest  by  all 
who  attended.  The  preaching  by  our  brother  was 
plain  and  instructive.  One  man  (not  a  brother) 
remarked  after  services,  he  could  not  see  how  any 
one  could  go  away  from  such  a  meeting  and  not 
be  better  lor  it.  Many  seemed  to  be  convinced  of 
their  duty,  but  for  this  time  said,  "Go  thy  way." 
There  were  no  accessions,  but  the  good  seed  was 
sown  and  we  trust  in  the  Lord  for  a  harvest.  We 
held  our  quarterly  council  while  Bro.  Royer  was 
with  us.  All  passed  off  pleasantly.  Bro.  Ezra 
Lutz  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry.  Our  love  feast  will  be  Sept.  23  and  24. — 
W.  K.  Moore,  Norn,  III ,  June  23. 

A  Trip  to  the  West.— May  23  I  boarded  a  train 
for  Ottawa,  Kansas,  anxious  to  meet  the  brethren 
and  sisters  assembled  at  Annual  Meeting.  I  ar- 
rived at  Ottawa  Sunday  noon,  May  24.  To  say 
that  I  enjoyed  the  meeting  is  putting  it  quite  mild. 
The  spirit  that  seemed  to  rule  was  certainly  ad- 
mirable. Many  new  acquaintances  were  formed 
and  old  ones  renewed.  We  feel  free  to  acknowl- 
edge that  we  feel  better  prepared  to  do  the  work 
assigned  us  than  we  were  before  we  had  the  school- 
ing we  received  at  Annual  Meeting.  After  the 
meeting,  by  request  of  a  few  brethren,  I  went  to 
Sabetha,  Kans.,  where  I  labored  for  the  Brethren 
of  the  Rock  Creek  church  a  short  time.  A  com- 
mendable interest  was  manifested  by  the  Brethren 
at  that  place.  So  far  as  I  could  see,  I  judge  them 
to  be  in  a  splendid  condition  in  every  respect. 
Our  visit  will  long  be  remembered,  and  I  pray  the 
Giver  of  all  good  to  bless  them  abundantly,  and 
cause  the  seed  sown  during  our  meetings  to  bring 
about  an  abundant  harvest  ere  long.— Reuben  Sliroy- 
er.  Pierce,  Ohio,  June  16. 

Longmont,  Colo. — Our  Communion  meeting  was 
held  May  30.  On  account  of  rain  the  attendance 
was  not  large,  but  we  had  a  good  meeting.  Min- 
isters from  a  distance  were  Bro.  Larick  from 
Monte  Vista,  Colo.,  and  Eld.  Daniel  Miller  (the 
writer's  father)  from  Weyer's  Cave,  Va.  As  Bro. 
Goughenour  expects  to  leave  us  soon,  the  church 
decided  to  elect  an  elder.  The  lot  fell  upon  Bro. 
Levi  Whisler,  who  was  duly  installed  on  Sunday 
morning.  A  children's  meeting  was  then  held. 
At  the  children's  meeting  one  year  ago,  a  collec- 
tion was  held  and  the  proceeds  distributed  between 
the  children,  giving  each  one  twelve  cents,  to  be 
used  in  some  way  to  raise  money  for  the  India 
Mission.  Some  bought  eggs  and  raised  chickens 
and  ducks.  Some  bought  potatoes  and  some  on- 
ions, and  one-half  was  given  to  the  mission.  The 
um  of  S11  66  was  raised;  then  a  special  collection 
ras  taken  and  the  amount  swelled  to  S13.9I.  Part 
f  this  money  was  then  given  back  to  the  children 
to  work  on  the  same  plan  another  year.  We  give 
the  plan  so  that  others  may  profit  by  our  experi- 
....i.  We  think  the  plan  a  good  one,  as  it  teaches 
the  children  the  importance  of  giving  for  mission 
work.— B.  F.  Miller,  June  14. 
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Change  of  Location.— Wishing  to 
change  my  location,  I  would  be 
pleased  to  correspond  with  a  brother 
or  sister  of  some  local  church  of  the 
Brethren  that  desire  a  minister  to 
locate  among  them.  I  prefer  Kansas, 
but  would  not  object  to  Missouri  or 
Arkansas.— Nicholas  Trapp,  Altamont, 
Kans. 

Middle  River  Congregation,  Va.— 
This  congregation  had  its  quarterly 
council  June  12.  We  are  having  an 
encouraging  Sunday  school  this  sum- 
mer and  hope  it  may  still  continue  to 
increase.  We  also  have  lately  received 
two  into  the  church  by  baptism, — a 
husband  and  wife.—/.  F.  Miller,  Knight- 
ly, Va. 

Astoria,  III— The  members  met  in 
quarterly  council  with  Bro.  M.  J. 
McClurc,  our  elder.  All  business  was 
transacted  with  the  best  of  feeling. 
Bro.  McClurc  tendered  his  resignation 
as  elder,  which  was  accepted  by  the 
church,  and  Bro.  J.  H.  Baker  chosen 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  Since  our  last  re- 
port one  dear  soul  was  received  by 
baptism.  One  sister  that  had  wan- 
dered away  from  the  fold  was  restored, 
which  made  all  weep  for  joy. — Mattic 
Davis,  June  p. 

Williamstown,  Ohio.— The  Eagle 
Creek  church,  Hancock  Co.,  Ohio, 
met  in  council  June  18,  at  I  P.  M. 
Elders  L.  H.  Dickey  and  C.  L.  Wil- 
kins,  from  adjoining  churches,  were 
present  and  gave  us  some  good  ad 
monitions.  All  business  that  came 
before  the  meeting  was  disposed  ol 
in  brotherly  love.  A  choice  was  held 
for  a  minister.  The  lot  fell  on  our 
brother,  Charles  Bame,  Assistant  Su 
perintendent  of  our  Sunday  school. 
—John  Bushong,  June  so. 

Union  Church,  Ind.  -  Saturday,  June 
13,   we  met  in  quarterly  council.    We 
decided  to  hold    our    love    feast    on 
Friday,   Oct.    lb,  at  4  P.  M.     Our  har- 
vest meeting  was  appointed  for  Sat- 
urday,  Aug.    1,   to   last  all  day.    On 
Sunday  following  we  expect  to  have 
Sunday  school  exercises  for  the  chil- 
dren.    Our  Sunday  school,  with  sister 
Ida  Beiler  as  Superintendent,  is  ii 
prosperous     condition.      We     reca 
mend    the    "  Arnold    Chart "    for    I 
children.     Bro.  James  Gilbert,  of  K 
sas,  is  expected  to  preach  for  us  o 
Sunday. — Laura    Appelman,    Plymouth, 
Ind. June  10. 
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TALHELM-ALDSTADT.-In  a  little  cot- 
tage on  Cedar  Street,  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  by  the 
undersigned,  Bro.  Byron  Talhelm,  of  Wash- 
ington,  Kans.,  and  sister  Nevada  Aldstadt,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio.  A.  C.  Wieand, 

BRUMBAUGH-STUDEBAKER.-At  the 
home  of  the  bride's  parents,  June  14,  1896,  by 
the  undersigned,  Bro.  Elmer  Brumbaugh,  of 
Entriken,  Pa.,  and  sister  Ella  J.  Studebaker, 
of  Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio. 

John  H.  Brumdaugh. 
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BE1NHOUR-— Near  Dayton,  Ohio,  Feb.  26, 
1896,  Albert  Frederic,  son  of  Bro.  John  Bein- 
hour,  aged  about  25  years.  He  was  born  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  spent  his  childhood 
in  Philadelphia  and  his  youth  near  Dayton. 
He  complained  of  headache,  and  while  cut- 
ting wood  fell  off  the  log  and  sank  in  the  em- 
brace of  death.  Funeral  services  by  the 
Brethren  in  the  Eversole  church. 

John  Calvin  Bright. 

BOOKWALTER.  —  In  Brookville,  Ohio, 
May  14,  1896,  after  a  week's  decline,  sister 
Anna  Bookwalter,  wife  of  Bro.  Levi  Book- 
waiter,  aged  72  years,  10  months  and  9  days. 
Preparations  were  being  made  for  her  funer- 
al May  16,  when,  on  the  morning  of  May  15, 
Bro.  Levi  died  suddenly  with  heart  disease, 
aged  74  years,  7  months  and  27  days.  The 
funeral  services  of  both  were  held  May  17  at 
the  Wolf  Creek  meetinghouse  by  the  home 
ministry.  John  Calvin  Bright. 

SLIDER.— In  the  Wolf  Creek  church,  May 
28,  1896,  sister  Mary,  daughter  of  Bro.  William 
sister  Anna  Slider,  aged  36  years,  8 
,hs  and  19  days.  Her  death  was  the  re- 
sult of  an  accidental  fall  nearly  twenty-five 
years  ago,  in  which  her  spine  was  injured, 
bringing  years  of  suffering  which  she  bore 
with  much  patience.  Funeral  services  by 
brethren  D.  Garber,  J.  Garber  and  G.  Erbaugh. 
John  Calvin  Bright. 


In  the  Cedar  Grove  congn 
5  Co.,  Tenn,  June  4,  1891 
aged  58  years,  1  month  and  1 
a   member  of  the    Brethre 
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The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Breth- 
ren's Ministerial  Meeting,  to  be  held  in  the 
Hickory  Grove  church  the  second  Wednesday, 
August  12,  1896,  beginning  at  8  o'clock  A.  M., 
Standard  Time: 

Address  of  Welcome.— Jacob  Coppock. 

1.  "  Courtesy  Among  Ministers." — Eld.  John 
Smith,  Benj.  Petty. 

2.  "  Preparation  and  Delivery  of  Sermons. 
Are  Notes  an  Advantage  in  the  Pulpit?" — 
James  M.  Neff,  HeDry  Baker. 

3.  "  How  can  we  best  Utilize  our  Ministerial 
Force?  "— O.  P.  Hoover,  Eld.  Jesse  Kinsey. 

4.  "Do  wc  Preach  and  Practice  1  Cor.  9: 
14?"— W.  C.  Teeter,  Isaac  Frantz. 

5.  "Appropriateness  in  Prayer."— Eld.  W. 
K.  Simmons,  A.  G.  Crosswhite. 

Sermon,  "Christian  Unity,"  Aug.  11,  at  7.30 
P.  M.,  by  L.  A.  Bookwalter. 

All  ministers  are  requested  to  come  pre- 
pared to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  the 
above  subjects. 

David  Wine,  Foreman, 

W«.  W.  Baenhart,  Secretary. 


MOLSBEE. 
gation,  Hawk 
Sarah  Molsbe 
days.  She  w 
church  for  twenty-seven  years.  She  was  a 
faithful  and  consistent  member.  Her  hus- 
band, Eld.  Samuel  Molsbce,  preceded  her  to 
the  spirit  world  about  six  years.  She  leaves 
four  children,— two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14: 
13.  John  Brubaker. 

BASHORE.— In  the  Spring  Creek  congre 
gation,  Carbon,  Wyoming,  June  2,  1896,  sistei 
Naomi,  wife  of  Bro.  Isaac  H.  Bashore,  aged 
41  years,  5  months  and  20  days.    She  v/i 
,ght«r  of    Jacob    Rairick,    deceased.     '. 
;  born  in  Ohio,  and  in   1881  was  unite( 
holy   matrimony   to    Bro.    Isaac    H.    Bashi 
same  year  they  moved  to  Kansas,  and 
moved  to  Wyoming.     Sister  Naomi 
mber  of  the  Brethren  church  and  a  mc 
r  at  home  and  abroad.     She  leaves  a  hus- 
band and  six  children.    The  youngest  of  her 
children  is  a  babe,  born  only  a  few  hours  be- 
fore her  death.     Funeral  services  by  the  writ- 
er from  these  words:  "Weep  not  for  me,  but 
weep  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children." 
Luke  23:  28.  S.  W.  Yost. 


Kollertown,    Pa., 


of  the  Old 
Landis. 


BIXLER, 
1896,  Martha  Bixler,  aged  64  years^ 
and  1  day.    Services  held 
house  on  Slate  Hill  by  Mi 
Mennonite  church,  and  th> 

SHEAFFER.-In  Carlisle,  Pa..  May  19, 
1896,  Sarah  Annie  Neisley  Sheaffer,  aged  22 
years,  6  months  and  4  days.  Deceased  leaves 
a  young  husband.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Bro.  Jacob  and  sister  Mary  Neisley,  in  Church- 
town,  from  whose  house  the  funeral  was  held. 
Services  by  Mr.  Wile,  of  the  First  Lutheran 
church,  of  Carlisle,  and  the  writer  from  I  Pet. 
I;  24|  25.  Daniel  Landis. 

STUDIVILLE.— In   Gypsum,    Kans.,    June 

12,   1896,  Bro.  William  Burton  Studiville,  son 

of  W.  O.  and  sister  Francis  Studiville,  aged 

i  and  4  months.     Bro.  Bertie  gave  his 

heart  to  the  Lord  two  years  ago  and  has  lived 

quiet  life  the  few  days  that  were  allotted  to 

m.      Funeral     discourse     by     Bro.    George 

anon  from  Rev.  22:  12.      John  I.  Manon. 

WEAVER:— At  Heston,  Kans.,  in  the  New- 

n   church,  sister   Emma  Weaver,    aged   30 

years,  8  months  and  17  days.     She  leaves  a 

husband  and  five  children  to  mourn  their  loss. 

uneral  conducted  by  the  writer. 

F.  H.  Bradley. 

NIESLEV.— In   Churchtown,    Pa.,  June  12, 
96,  Eld.  David   Niesly,    aged    69    years,  5 
months  and  10  days,     Eld.  Niesley  was  taken 
with   a  paralytic  stroke   May   23,    and    grew 
steadily  weaker  until  June  12,  when  he  died, 
lied  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed  by 
Eld.  Isaac  Barto  May  2.     Eld.  Niesley  united 
th  the  church  in  1857.    The  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Baker  meetinghouse,  and  the  bap- 
took  place  in  the  Yellow  Breeches  Creek. 
In  1861  he  was  elected  deacon  at  the  spring 
feast  at  Benjamin  Gibler's.     In  1863  he 
elected  to  the  ministry,  and  advanced  to 
second  degree  in  1873.    In  October,  1889, 
he  was  ordained  to  the  eldership  of  the  Lower 
iberland  congrega 
ed  the  church  un1 
2  held  in  the  Bakt 
G.  L.  Pfoutz,  Eld.  Isaa 
from  1  Thess.  4:  13-15. 

SHI  REMAN.— Near  Perry,  Okla.,  April  20 
96,  of  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  brain, 
Archie  Shiieman,  aged  25  years  and  18  days, 
Deceased  was  born  in  Kosciusko  Connty,  Ind. 
He  had  made  no  profession  but  had  made  a 
change  for  the  better.  He  was  a  son  of  Bro. 
William  and  sister  Lydia  Shireman.  He  died 
suddenly  away  from  home.  His  mother  re- 
ceived a  message  to  come  at  once,  but  ar- 
rived too  late.  Manda  M.  Stenick. 

RINEHART.— In  the  Salem  church,  Ohio, 
June  8,  1896,  sister  Fanny  Rinehart,  daughter 
of  Bro.  Jacob  and  sister  Susannah  Rinehart 
(deceased),  aged  85  years,  6  months  and  7 
days.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
church  for  about  fifty  five  years.  She  died 
at  the  residence  of  Bro.  David  Heckman. 
Funeral  conducted  from  1  Thess.  4:  13,  14  by 
the  home  ministry.      John  H.  Brumbaugh. 

STEVICK.— At  Plymouth,  Ind.,  March  23, 
1896,  Rena  M.  Stevick,  aged  22  years  and  11 
days.  Funeral  services  in  the  Union  church 
conducted  by  Bro.  S.  F.  Hcnricks  and  J.  F, 
Appelman.  Laura  Appelman. 

MOORE.— At  his  home  in  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  June  3,  1896,  Ralph  Moore,  aged  12 
years  and  1 1  months.  Funeral  in  the  Union 
church,  five  miles  west  of  Plymouth  June  5, 
ducted  by  Bro.  Zollers,  of  South  Bend, 
from  these  words,  "Jesus  wept." 

Laura  Appelman. 


which  he 

1   his   death.     Services 

■meetinghouse  by  Eld. 

Barto  and  the  writer 

Daniel  Landis. 


GARBER.— Near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  June 

1896,  Bro.  John  W.  Garber,  aged  43  years 

months  and  26  days.     He  was  born  in  Preble 

ounty,  Ohio,  Feb.  14,  1853.    At  about  the  age 

of  twenty-two  years  he  united  with  the  Breth- 

church  and  ever  after  was  a  faithful  and 

istent  member.     Bro.  Garber  was  always 

to  his  convictions  and  had  the  courage 

tand  for  the  right,     April  7,  1883,  he  was 

3d  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  Brinckerhoff, 

e  kind  and  faithful  companion  whom  he' 

es  behind.     To  them  were  born  six  ctail. 

1,  three  of  whom  have  preceded  their  fa- 

ther  to  that  heavenly  home.  J.  M.  York. 

PRICE.— In  the  Antietam  congregation,  at 
s  home  in  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  June  5,  1896 
ro.  Benjamin  E.  Price,  aged  68  years,  n 
months  and  14  days.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Brethren  church  upwards  of  forty  years. 
He  was  called  to  the  office  of  deacon  shortly 
after  he  united  with  the  church,  which  office 
he  creditably  filled  until  the  church  called 
him  to  the  ministry  in  1882.  Since  that  time, 
until  eight  months  before  his  death,  he  was 
an  active,  earnest  worker,  zealous  in  the 
Master's  cause.  The  church  has  lost  an  earn- 
est worker, — one  who  guarded  well  the  inter- 
ests of  Zion.  He  will  be  missed.  Funeral, 
May  8,  at  the  Price  cemetery.  Services  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  Jacob  Snider  and  the  writer 
from  Rev.  21:  4.  J.  B.  Ruthrauff. 

BOWER.— At    West  Center,  111.,  Oct.  30, 

1895,  Charles  W.,  son  of  Bro.  Adam  and  sister 
Charlotta  Bower,  aged  4  years,  8  months  and 
12  days.  Funeral  services  June  21,  1896,  by 
Eld.  J.  H.  Baker,  from  Mark  10:  14,  in  the 
grove  near  the  Bower  cemetery,  West  Center, 
111.  Mattie  Davis. 

PRISER.— In  the  Egan  church,  Riverside 
Co.,  Cal.,  June  14,  1896,  of  paralysis,  sister 
Sarah  Priser,  wife  of  Bro.  George  W.  Priser, 
aged  59  years,  11  months  and  20  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  near  Dayton,  Montgomery 
Co.,  Ohio,  June  24,  1836.  She  leaves  a  hus- 
band, one  son  and  four  daughters.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  Eld.  Enoch  Prather, 
assisted  by  Eld.  Isaac  W.  Gibbel. 

J.  W.  Priser. 

TRIMMER.— At  Emporia,  Kans.,  Ji 

1896,  Bro.  George  D.  Trimmer,  aged  zC 
8  months  and  12  days.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  was  attending  the  State  Normal  school 
at  Emporia,  Kans.  On  the  above-named  day, 
he,  with  a  number  of  other  students,  went 
to  the  river  to  take  a  bath.  Bro.  George  was 
the  first  to  go  into  the  water,  and  swam  off  a 
short  distance.  Something  (likely  cramp) 
happened  to  him.  He  called  for  help  but 
before  help  could  reach  him  he  sank  to  the 
bottom  of  the  river  and  was  drowned  in  the 

:nce  of  a  number  of  his  fellow-students. 
The  body  was  raised  in  less  than  forty-five 
nutes.    A  physician  was  at  band,  who  tried 
restore  life,  but  all  in  vain.    The  spirit  had 
sen     its    flight.      Bro.   Trimmer    became    a 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  when  quite 
young  and  was  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Sun- 
day  school    and   prayer    meeting.      He  com- 
pleted the  Business    Course    at    McPherson, 
Kans.,  in  1891.     He   finished   the  Elementary 
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HOUTZ.  — Near    Edwardsburg, 
ich.,  May  8,  1896,  of  abscess  0 

Cass   Co., 
the  lungs, 

CLINE. — In    the    Monocacy    church,    Md. 

a  Adelbert  Houtz,  aged  9  year 
id  22  days.     His  last  words  were 
rayer.     He  was  a  son  of  L.  K.  a 

,  3  months 
the  Lord's 
nd  sister  E. 

June  3,  1S96,  sister  Ella  Chne,  aged  22  years 
and  22  days.     Funeral  services  by  the  writer 
and  Bro.  J.  R.  Flohr.                       T.  J.  Kolb. 

Parker.  E.  M.  Houtz. 

FROST.— In  the  Ozawkie  congregation, 
Kans.,  June  21,  1896,  Bula  Frost,  aged  11 
years,  2  months  and  16  days.  The  deceased 
was  the  only  child  of  Bro.  Orb  and  sister 
Cordie  Frost.  She  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  in  May,  1895,  and  adorned  her  pro- 
fession until  death.  She  was  a  regular  at- 
tendant of  Sunday  school  and  an  active  work- 
er. Her  absence  will  be  felt  by  many.  Fu- 
neral services  conducted  by  Eld.  J.  A.  Root 
from  John  II:  25.  H.  L.  Brammei 


G.u 


npo 


(H'K 


he  Post  Gradu 

ate  Course  at  the  time  of  bis 

death.    The    re 

mains,    accompanied    by    two 

ellow-students, 

were  taken  to    his  home  at 

Wetmore,  Kans 

,  and  interred  in  the  Wetmore 

cemetery  on  Ji 

ne   II     Funeral   services  by 

the  writer. 

R.  A.  Yoder. 

GALLINGER  —  At  Minnewaukon,  Benson 
Co.,  N.  Dak.,  June  t2,  1896,  Mrs.  Mary  Jar 
Gallinger,  aged  66  years,  4  months  and  : 
days.  She  leaves  five  children, — one  son  an 
four  daughters.  Funeral  services  by  the  wri 
er  from  John  5:  27,  28.     Walter  Brunton. 

WAMPLER.  —  Near  Brazilton,  Crawford 
Co.,  Kans.,  May  26,  i8q6,  Joseph  R.  Wampler, 
second  son  of  Bro.  J.  W.  and  Elizabeth  Wam- 
pler, aged  19  years,  5  months  and  20  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  Dec. 
6,  1876.  Funeral  conducted  by  Bro.  A.  L. 
Boyd  from  James  4:  14.       J.  W.  Wampler, 


CARPER— In  the  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  May  7,  1896,  Melvin  Carper, 
son  of  Samuel  Carper,  aged  22  years,  8  months 
and  7  days.  He  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  in  1895  and  lived  a  Christian  life  "■>"' 
called  away  by  death.  Funeral  at  the  Forest 
Grove  church  by  Eld.  C.  Schrock. 

L.  E.  Weaver. 

BARE.— At  Pearland,  in  the  Manvel  church, 
Tex.,  May  30,  1896,  Eld.  David  Bare,  agef 
79  years,  7  months  and  15  days, 
services  by  J.  M.  Elliott  and  J.  • 
Bro.  Bare  was  born  in  Preble  County,  iw" 
He  was  married  at  Richmond,  Ind.,  Dec'  3°' 
1841,  to  Eliz.beth  Hervey.  He  was  the  fatM 
of  six  children,  five  of  whom,  and  wife,  s» 
Vive  him.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren church  at  the  age  of  tweuty-tbree^  ■» 
elected  to  the  ministry  at 
nine,  and  ordained  to  the  eldership  about  n 
years  later.  He  died  in  the  hope  of  ?*«f'Di 
in  the  firs,  resurrection,  J.  H.  PB«, 
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10  A.  M  ,  South  Morrill,  Brown  Co..  Kan 
Hi  A.  M.,  Sugar  Creek,  "Whitley  Co.,  Im 
iY  M.,  Union  church,  Marshall  Co.,  Int 
ee  west  of  Plymouth. 
Oct.  Ifi,  Dunning's  Creek,  Pa. 
h'redonia,  Kane. 

M„  Lafayette  church,  Allen    C( 


,  Richland  Co 


1 10  A.  M.,  Woodland  church,  Fultoi 

t  4  P.  M.,  Pleasant  Hill  chnrch,  III. 
t  2  P.  M  ,  Donnell'fl  Creak  house.  Oh! 
t  ■>  P.  M.,  Pine  ohurch.  Hampshire  C 
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•  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  < 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
ew  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
r.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  ir 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  pe 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 
'eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Hreth- 
en  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
ecognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


B 


Seed-Time. 


"Whi 


ll.'in.  .|j,.s  ii 
tmlh.ry  tc 


sample  of  VICTOR  INKANTS 
hiitiy  medicine  known  for  Colic 
.Teething,  Griping,  and  all  bow- 
■e  there  is  no  agent  It  is  free  tc 
by  sending  us  her  address.  These 
simply  wonderful  for  babies  one  dnj 
old.  Agents  wanted  In  unocciiplet 
dl  Victor  Remedies.  Send  for  terms 
VICTOR  REMEDIES  CO., 

Frederick,  Md.,  U.  S.  A. 


q.  Seven  helps  are  usually  fou-i^.  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (d)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "  Come  unto  me," 

(2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
n  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the,  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
nister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum *    So 

20  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 1  70 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months a  Sc 


addrc 


jocople; 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  hav 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 

a  tiesirable.  Others  there  are  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  chnrch  as  it  exists, 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  do 
veiopment.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  ir 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  al 
1  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com 
ion,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classifiec 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen 
™X,  containing  the  Minntes  up  to  the  present 
«te.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  thi 
s"Pply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
W  edition  of  the  "Classified   Minutes," 

ave  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
onlV  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


"We  call  s 


1  special  attention  to  our  unsur 

*d  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  reader: 

rj>y  book  published  at  especially  low  prices 

books  always  give  title  of  book 

r  and  publisher. 


'»  ordei 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Ping  and  Commission  Merchasf 

30S  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


<«&" 


•1  Grain,  Fnn,  Hidei,  Dried  i 


Bound  i 

Bound  in  half  leatbe 

Bound  i 


On  receipt  of  price 
sent  prepaid  to  any  j 
Good  terms  to  agents 
the  work.*Address: 


4  50 


t  of  the  United  Slates, 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  for 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some 
thing  about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  w 
recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favoi 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "  Europe 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  Si -50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  th 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
ments.     Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 


CREAMERY. 


Completi 


g®-Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


Brethren'*  Family  Alma 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac 
y  way.  Price,  per  copy, 
rms  to  energetic  agents. 


-Every  fam- 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

■0  copies  and  over 334  cents  each 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished, The  pictures  are  selected  with  grea' 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  litth 
folks  are  delighted  witb  it. 

Sinjile  subscription,  per  j«r, 10  centi 

6  copies,  per  quarter i^caiilt 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards — Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  variety 

in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  ns  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


1W2  Four  Designs,  very  linn,  llownnl  l.or- 

11M1  Embossed  Designs,  size  Jx« 2c 

810  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x6 2f 

1297  Embossed    Landscape   and    Flowers, 

1281  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  B^xBHi  ■   ■  * 

1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  Slze8jc5i< 1! 

1294  Birds  and  l.amlsctiiJ"  si/,«!lx6^, .  .  .  .  II 
1 2*5  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  VixWA,  ■  U 
VZr.t  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  3J£:t6Ji,.  -  •  1' 
1291  Fine  Scenery.  Bise8Ji£xS&, 1< 

000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Keautiiul  Cards,  611  De- 
signs  « 

825>i  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3ii, .  .  .31 


When  ordering  cards  be  s 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  beep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen  .  .  .*    - 
Minute  Boots,  eacb 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial 
per  Quarter 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write 
before  ordering-  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


Map  of  the  United  States. 


Isonie  Map  of  llic  United  Stntcs,  1 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -   Size,  5}{*7  inches. 
This  is  the  Stylo  ol  Type: 
CHAPTER  1. 

THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
JS'jus  Ohrlfrt,  Hho  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  eon  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra>ham  begat  i'saac;  and 
"I'eaao  begat  Ja'eob;  and  -Oa'cob 
begat  Jfj'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "Ju'das  begat  Pha'rfis  and 
Za'ra,  of  Tha'mar;    and  kPha'r6B. 


:  fail  to  call  for  No.  1836  when  5 

MJfMJ,  BBETUKENS  PUBL1SBIXS  COHPASY, 

Mt  Morris,  111. 


'jmeoD  caoai'jafXj  MaesusraaB.. 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


IL  ^^  **    V&35S5F& 


Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


*  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


Hept.  18 


cliurob,  DeOfttor  Cu.,  lown. 
i  l".  M.,  Wuildntii'u  drove,  111 
■J  P.M.,  Walnut  Vnlley  obi! 

,  Green  Spring  church,  So. 


r  Milo  ohurcti,  Ind. 


Ool,  17  iiml  I 
Oat,  17,  Mou 
(lot.  i!rt.at  i 


ureli,   Mnr.slmll  Co, 


t.  in  A.  M.,  Euglu  Creek  oliuroli,  Hnnoook 
t  a  P.  M.,  OsagO  ol.urcb,  Kans, 


TELEGRAM. 


The  following  dispatch  appeared  in 
the  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Pioneer  Press  of 
June  n,  and  the  facts  brought  out  will 
interest  all  homeseekers: 

North  Dakota  Land  Entries. 

Devil'5  Lake,  N.  Dak.,  June  io— Register 
Noble,  of  the  United  Slates  Land  Oflice,  says 
nvtre  entries  of  government  land  have  been 
made  with  him  in  the  past  twelve  months  than 
during  any  equal  period  in  the  history  of  the 
office.     The  splendid  crop  of  1805  shows  the 

Eossibililies  of  the  country.  Free  land,  capa- 
le  of  yielding  from  thirty  to  fifty  bushels  of 
wheat,  eighteen  to  twenty-five  of  llax  and  other 
cereals  in  proportion  to  the  acre,  ought  not  to 
remain  vacant  There  is  no  railroad  land 
gram  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  alter- 
1  large 
nnn.-seekers  can  hud  location 
The  Dunkers,  or  German  1 
Brethren,  now  have  sixteen  settl 
rious  points  along  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 

Persons  wishing  to  take  advantage 
of  the  liberality  ot  Uncle  Sam  in  giving 
away  farms,  which  he  cannot  do  much 
longer,  as  the  desirable  land  is  being 
rapidly  occupied,  will  do  well  to  write 
to  the  undersigned  for  printed  matter 
and  any  personal  information  about 
the  country  and  how  to  get  tin 

The  investigations  of  the  United 
States  Weather  Signal  Service  de 
clare  North  Dakota  to  be  outside  the 
cyclone  belt. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St,  CHICAGO,  ILL 


At  Your  Leisure. 


Life  Insurance. 


In  its  various  bearings  was  discussed 
at  the  late  Annual  Meeting.  You  should 
read  it  in  the  "Full  Report."  Sent  post- 
paid for  only  25  cents  from  the  Messen- 
ger office. 


DUBBEL'S 

RED    THYME 

PAIN  CURE 


The  Land   Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Has  located  a  largo  and  flourishing  colony  or 
iKKMW   BAPTISTS  on  its  choice  agricultural 

I'nids  liiKusTKi;  WKLLHnrid  KIJDY  Counties, 
11  NORTH  DAKOTA.  Th-.'  1IKBTHRBN  have  or- 
'imlzi'd  11  CLUiltoH  "I  CurrlngUm,  Foster  County, 
ind  tbu  funds  for  a  well-equipped  meetinghouse 

Among  the  many  advantages  possessed  by  those 

RAILROAD   COMPETITION,   with   competing 


11  SMALL  STKKAMS  1111 

1  I  Ht  I  \  K  I  \<:   WATKII.Irn'  lini 


S.  E.  DUBBELACO.,  Proprietors, 

Waynesboro,  l'a. 


JUST  AS  GOOD  FOR  HALF 
THE  MONEY. 


Put  $72  in  your  pocket  and  come  to  Fruit- 
dale,  Ala.,  where  you  may  attend  a  good  insti- 
1  of  learning  at  the  small  cash  expense  of 
r  month.     For  particulars  write 
N,  R.  BAKER, 


27il 


Fruitdale,  Ala 


l v  .-J.::,.    BotiBlacti 
sb,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 


What  Crops  Can  Be  Raised  on 

the  Dos  Palos  Colony 

in  California? 


I. ICMTK  t'OAL  m-IIs  nl    Oirrlnyt, 


■  LANDS  -sell  from  $8.<X 
!\H  CASH  DOWN,  bain 


n-  oilon.i,  will  In  in  mi  si  icd  fri'i'  upon  applied 

C.  "W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 
.  H.  PHIPPB,  St.  Paul,  MiuE 

Northern  Pul-UU-'r.  R.  Co. 


New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


B  agricultural  Ian 
011  t lit- Great  Nort 


he  lands  arc  spi-i-lnlly  adapted  for 

lini  1.  >  and  all  kinds  of  grain,  corn, 
1  potatoes  in  great  abundance  and 
Hi.  markets,  on  account  of  the 
y  to  Minneapolis,  Bt.  Paul,  Dulutb, 
Srtor,  me  the  very  best,  tbe  rate  for 

di  in.'  well  watered  with  creeks  aud 

f  timber  for  building  purposes,  fenc- 
jplendld  cllmato.  No  prairie  wind 
it  is  an  Ideal  place  for  a  borne.  A 
tbeso  luuds  is  set  aside  exclusively 


1  515.0 


all  that  \ 


You  can  read  tbe  "  Full  Report  "  of  the 
Annual  Meeting,  and  get  the  benefit  of 
;  said  without  the  expense  and 
ice  of  a  trip  to  the  meeting 
Only  25  cents  per  copy.  Address  the 
Messenger  office. 


Illinois  Farms  for  Sale! 


r-  (II. 


1   Of  t 


y desirable  location  between  I 
illes  uptirt.  Moat  of  It  la  wit] 
one  iiiiie-.r  the  Brothren'a  Uaconpln  Creek  cbu 
In  Montgomery  County,  III.  For  full  Informal 
apply  Lo  M.  A.  KEWKLt,  Faruierfivllle.  111. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  : 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  '■  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Kaith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  S1.25;  to' 
ministers,  St.co.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Many  Members.. 


Could  not  attend  the  late  Annual  Meet- 
ing. All  such  can  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  discussions  on  the  various  subjects  th- 
reading the  "  Full  Report,"  which  is  sent 
from  the  Messenger  office  for  only  25 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

4S  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


a  hotel  la  centrally  located,  and  the  moat  reaped 
House  ol  Its  clasa  in  the  City.  The  ehargoa  ar< 
rate,  varying  in  price  Ironi  75  centa  to  ii.50  per  da, 
.eraon.  rhompaon'a  Keetauraot  underneath.  Pint 
CUUI  I'anecger  Elevator. 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing  M 


'  any  menibe, 


There  is  no  < 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we 
our    clothing,    measuring   blanks, 


applic 


for  orde 
Our 


rll>g  will  be 


for 


pie  any  c...  „ 
derstand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  lud  1 

sfactory  to  purchas.  J 

ur  prices  , 


the  quality 

er  or  goods  can  be  returned 

are  reasonable.    Address, 


Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,      \ 

47"  WARSAW,  IND. 

We  have  discontinued  our  Chicago  otfi 


fcAafcAAAaJ 


en  from  above 


Various  Opinions. 


Are  presented  as  to  the  best  methodsol 
dealing  with  the  tobacco  and  other  lead. 
ing  questions.  You  can  learn  somelhio( 
on  this  by  reading  the  "  Full  Report/ 
sent  from  the  Messenger  oflice  for  only 
25  cents.  » 


RHEUMATISM. 


f  Rheumatism.  ; 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Quinter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite." 
says  a  noted  author.     It  is  true  a 
that  our   Brotherhood   has    mei 
darkness  all  around,  have  shon< 

on    the    firmament    of   truth.    This  » 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  tbroi 
>ages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  Jai 


No 


of  Bio, 


s  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favoi 
ipressed.     Price,    post-paid,  $1.25. 
s,     j&r.oo.     Special     terms    to    agent: 
;  this  office. 


®-We  call  special  attention  to  our  unji* 
passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  tea 
any  book  published  at  especially  low  p»ce 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  ot 
author  and  publisher. 


TO  ALL  READERS 


BBg|  BH       TO  ALL  RtAUtiw 

rKtt  THE  MESSENGB 


to  every  reaaer  u.  w.  Messe?*„d  «** 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greater  |.j(]nl.j1 
remedy  for  Chronic  Ca,*,'r'1''1,i,cUiiit1' 
Liver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  ""Vo* 
tism  ;  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  ow  and 
The  sample  treatment  costs  n ov  ^y 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  ug|> 

afflicted   people.     It  will   be   sold  tn     ^ 
agents.     Special    terms  to  resde/fl8g° 
Messenger  on  application.     Ad  . 

OR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  0i» 


JWSend  for  our  catalogue 
Bibles,  etc.    Prices  the  lowest 


of  boo»'s' 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


■■SET  FOR    THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL.--PMI.  i:  17. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  July  11,  1896. 


No.  28. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Fabliafied  Weekly,  at  SI. GO  per  Annua,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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lTORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^ 


Ai 


theater  fir 


pending 


"EMBtK  of  a  well-ki 
York,  is  the  author   of  a  bill 
Legislature  of  that  State,  to  "prohibit  tl 
of    Sunday  evening  dramatic 
says:   "  Twenty-two   years    experie 
me  that  six  days  of  performances 
quite  enough.     We  are  genuinely  1 
ing  our  part  to  please  the  bette: 
community,  as  well  as   ourselves, 


of  N 


thi 


rfpi 


ele 


giving 
nets."  He 
has  shown 
1  week  are 
ous  of  do- 
ent  of  the 
s'evate  our 


departments  of  the  stage.  Theatrical  people  have 
long  been  a  target  for  the  clergy  and  other  relig- 
ious people,  sometimes  justly,  but  very  frequently 
unjustly,  and  now  we  propose  to  show  them  what 
we  can  do  by  voluntary  action."  While  the  gentle- 
man referred  to  is  to  be  commended  fo: 
in  attempting  to  do  away  with  dramatic  perfor 


ances  on  Sunday  evenings,  we  wo 

ider  what  1 

s  to  be 

done  with  churches  that  open  the 

r  doors  to 

church 

lotteries  and  performances  just  as 

worldly  as 

those 

found  in  theaters?     It  seems  to  u 

that  we 

eed  a 

bill  against  church  lotteries,  etc. 

oldest  inhabitants  shake  their  heads,  for  it  is  one  of 
the  things  that  they  cannot  accept.  In  this  vicini- 
ty our  senior  editor  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  truth, 
but  when  he  tells  some  people,  that  while  in  the 
North  Frigid  Zone,  he  saw  the  sun  shining  at  mid- 
night, they  shake  their  heads  and  hardly  know  what 
to  think  of  a  preacher  who  makes  such  statements. 
These,  and  other  things  that  might  be  named,  lead 
us  to  say  that  there  are  many  truths  that  are  hard 
for  even  some  honest,  well-meaning  people  to  ac- 
cept, and  the  better-informed  should  have  at  least 
a  little  charity  for  those  who  cannot  comprehend 
and  accept  all  the  facts  presented  to  them.  How- 
ever, the  simple  truths  pertaining  to  the  life  and 
culture  of  the  soul  are  such  that  any  one,  of  ordi- 
nary understanding,  with  a  little  effort  can  compre- 
hend sufficiently  for  all  practical  purposes. 


The  war  in  Cuba  still  drags  its  weary 
The   Cubans,    however,    seem   to   have   the    better 
of  it.     They   are   fighting   for  their   liberti 
nature  is  assisting  them  in  their  earnest  struggl 
The  yellow  fever,  small-pox,  the  rainy  seaso: 
hot  weather  are   thinning  the  ranks   of  the  Sp 
iards  much  faster  than   the  implements  of 
the  hands  of  the  natives.     While  we 
to  predict  the  result,  still  it  seems  that  the  inde 
pendence    of   the    island   cannot   be   far 
though  the   New  Testament  is  decidedly  opposed 
to  war,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  devout  Ch 
—    tian   to  discourage  a  resort  to   arms,   still,   if   war 
must  come,  it  is  romfortjng,  as  \.cW  as  gratifying, 
to  see  the  victory  on  the  side  of  those  who  strug- 
gle for  the   liberty  of  conscience  and  self-go 
ment.     Cuba,    under    Spanish    rule,    has  bi 
burdened  with  excessive   taxation,  and  so  greatly 
hindered  by  misgovernment,  that  this,  the  fa 
remnant   of    the  "lost  Atlantis"   is  anything    but 
inviting,     Were   the   island    wisely    governed 
education   and   religion    properly    encoi 
would  soon  become  the  parad; 

pray  that  religious  liberty  may  yet  be  granted  to 
Cuba,  and  that  the   country  may  soon  becom 
land  of  Bibles,  churches  and  schoolh 


nter, 


Since  there  are  some  truths  hard  for  some  peo 
pie  to  believe,  it  will  be  well  for  us  not  to  censure 
too  severely  those  who  now  and  then  relate  to  us 
that  which  we  can  neither  understand  nor  receive 
The  South  is  a  great  syrup-making  country.  Mil- 
ons  are  made  each  year  from  the  cane 


that 


grows  in  great  quantitii 


properly  plant- 
g  the  cane  ques- 
e  told  a  group 
any  of  the  peo- 


ed  and  cultivated.  While  discuss 
tion,  in  Florida,  the  writer  one  t 
of  colored  folks,  that  in  the  north 
pie  bored  holes  in  trees  to  get  juice,  from  which 
they  make  the  best  of  syrup.  Their  glances  at  each 
other  showed  plainly  that  they  could  not  accept 
such  a  statement,  though  it  came  from  a  preacher. 
Between  the  two  lower  falls,  along  the  river  Nile  in 
%ypt,  is  a  class  of  people  who  cannot  be  induced 
to  believe  what  everybody  in  this  country  knows  to 
be  a  fact.  In  that  region  it  never  rains,  and  when 
told  by  the  traveler,  that  in  the  far  away  lands 
water,  in  great  abundance,  falls  from  the  skies,  the 


Twelve  years  ago,  one  beautiful  morninj 
writer  enjoyed  a  pleasant  trip  up  the  St.  John 
Florida.  It  was  a  delightful  steamboat  ride, 
charming  stream,  whose  banks,  then  in  mid-w 
were  lined  with  orange  groves  and  evergreen 
shrubbery.  Twenty  miles  south  of  Jacksonville  we 
were  shown  a  cozy  cottage,  beneath  the  outspread- 
ing branches  of  a  massive  live-oak.  "  That,"  said 
one  of  the  passengers,  "  is  the  winter  home  of  Har- 
riet Beecher  Stowe,  the  author  of  'Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin.'  "  As  the  long,  gray  moss,  hanging  from 
the  great  oak,  waved  in  the  air,  and  the  fragrance 
from  the  orange  blossoms  was  wafted  over  the 
waters  by  the  gentle  breeze,  we  thought  of  the 
great  work  accomplished  by  the  pen  of  one  gifted 
woman,  whose  words,  as  they  came  from  the  print- 
ing-press, burned  as  fire.  Probably  no  other  book 
in  the  English  language,  aside  from  the  Bible  and 
the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  has  been  so  widely  read 
as  "  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  One  hardly  knows  what 
would  have  been  the  final  result  of  slavery,  had 
that  book  not  appeared.  It  gave  to  a  nation  the 
inspiraticn  that  helped  loose  the  bands  that  held 
4,000,000  human  beings  in  bondage.  But  the  gifted 
author  is  dead.  She  passed  away  at  her  home  in 
Hartford,  Conn.,  July  I,  the  victim  of  paralysis. 
She  was  a  preacher's  daughter,  a  teacher's  wife,  and 
the  mother  of  seven  children.  Her  early  years 
were  full  of  hardships,  and  she  knew  what  it  was 
to  struggle  hard  with  both  hand  and  brain  to  keep 


the  "  wolf "  from  the  door,  while  raising  her  large 
and  growing  family.  She  was  the  one  woman  of 
the  century  who  could  do  all  kinds  of  housework, 
baking,  washing,  ironing,  and  all  the  little  incidents 
pertaining  to  the  raising  of  a  large  family,  and  yet, 
when  the  hour  came,  with  her  pen  she  held  the 
literary  world  spell-bound.  From  this  we  may  well 
conclude  that  those  who  reach  the  pinnacle  of  fame, 
with  true  and  lasting  honor,  should  first  successful- 
ly endure  the  hardships  and  privations  of  those  in 
the  common  walks  of  life. 


Old  manuscripts  that  are  complete  and 
good  condition  arc  of  great  value.  The  olde 
are,  the  greater  the  value  attached  to  them 
press  tells  of  one  recently  discovered  in  Asia 
Minor,  ( It  is  a  copy  of  the  Gospels,  and  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  made  in  the  sixth  century. 
The  workmanship  is  of  rare  delicacy  and  beauty. 
The  work  is  a  quarto  volume,  there  being  two  col- 
umns on  each  of  the  written  pages,  which  are  made 
of  the  thinnest  vellum.  The  pages  are  dyed  in  ex- 
quisite royal  purple,  which  is  delicate  but  brill 
It  is  in  the  writing,  however,  that  this 
unique.     The  letters  are  written  in  gold 


they 
The 


liant. 


Every  or 
in   gold. 


iilver. 

of  the  proper  names  is  written  altogether 
The  abbreviations,  of  which  there  are 
many  in  the  book,  are  likewise  written  in  gold. 
The  rest  of  the  text  is  altogether  of  silver.  The 
precious  metals  used  in  this  lettering  are  said  to  be 
.as  bright  and  untarnished  as  when  the  original 
writing  was  done.  This  volume  will  be  placed  in 
the  Russian  National  Museum,  alongside  of  the 
"Codex  Sinaiticus,"  discovered  by  Tischendorf. 


Probably  the  hottest  section  of  country  in  the 
world,  for  a  season  at  least,  is  New  South  Wales, 
Australia,  in  the  Temperate  Zone  South,  and  in 
about  the  same  latitude  corresponding  with  South 
Carolina.  It  should  be  remembered  that  south  of 
the  equator,  winter,  in  the  point  of  time,  corre- 
sponds with  our  summer.  Concerning  the  heat  a 
writer  in  the  New  York  Tribune  says  that,  in  January 
last,  the  record  stood  as  follows:  "  On  New  Year's 
Day,  1120;  on  January  2,  107°;  thence  steadily  ris- 
ing to  123  on  January  7;  falling  to  1 14  on  the  10th, 
only  to  rise  to  124  on  the  1  ith;  and  then,  with  some 
fluctuations  as  low  as  117,  but  not  lower,  scoring 
128  on  the  15th  and  16th,  and  129  on  the  18th.  Such 
temperatures  in  the  shade  seem  incredible.  But 
the  record  is  true.  From  January  1  to  January  19 
the  range  of  heat  was  from  107 — the  lowest — to  1290 
the  shade.  What  it  was  in  the  sun  one  hesitates 
to  think.  At  Adelaide,  on  January  23,  the  mercury 
registered  in  the  sun  the  appalling  height  of  1720. 
was  there  any  appreciable  relief  from  the  heat 
at  night.  For  the  first  three  weeks  of  January  at 
time  in  the  twenty-four  hours  did  the  mercury 
fall  below  ioo,  and  in  many  places  105  was  the  low- 
est point  recorded."  This  spell  of  weather  was  ex- 
ceptional, of  course,  and  is  difficult  to  account  for. 
People  died  by  thousands.  Birds  dropped  dead 
from  the  trees.  Rabbits  and  other  animals,  though 
hidden  in  the  shadiest  recesses  of  the  forests,  per- 
ished wholesale.  Those  that  survived  were  dazed 
and  stupefied,  so  that  the  wildest  and  shyest  could 
be  anywhere  approached  and  picked  up.  Even  in- 
sect life  succumbed,  and  perhaps  the  most  impres- 
sive record  of  all  was  that  furnished  from  a  place 
called  Nyngan,  to  the  effect  that  "  mosquitoes  are 
being  killed  by  the  heat."  He  who  made  the  uni- 
verse has  but  to  turn  on  the  heat  only  slightly  when 
he  wants  this  earth  to  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and 
all  things  therein  burned.  What  a  powerful  God  we 
have  to  deal  with! 
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"  Study  to  show  rhyse] 


THE  SOUL'S  ASPIRATIONS. 

O  WAFT  this  spirit  to  a  shore 
Where  sorrow's  pangs  are  felt  no  more; 
There  I  may  see  thy  wondrous  ways 
And  still  proclaim  my  feeble  praise. 
The  starry  dome  may  still  stretch  o'er, 
Hut  time  and  space  will  bind  no  more; 
The  soul  set  free  at  will  may  roam 
And  view  the  grandeur  of  that  home. 
We  know  the  anguish  of  the  heart 
When  pierced  by  falsehood's  hateful  dart 
How  sick  and  sinking  is  the  life 
Of  shattered  hopes  and  envious  strife. 
No  more  the  joys  of  youth  can  raise 
The  buoyant  hopes  of  other  (lavs; 
How  sad  this  life  would  oft  appear 
Hut  for  another  drawing  near. 
Extend  the  radius  of  our  sight 
That  we  may  view  the  loftiest  height 
Of  wondrous  wisdom  wrought  by  Thee, 
And  swune;  throughout  eternity. 
The  car  attune  to  zephyr's  lays 
Tha't  we  may  hear  angelic  praise 
Swell  forth  from  summer's  balmy  breeze 
Or  rolling  tempest  o'er  the  seas. 
0  let  us  taste  bread  from  the  skies. 
And  feel  the  joys  of  Paradise 
Before  the  tempter  entered  in. 
And  robbed  the  senses  by  its  sin. 
The  mind  as  in  old  Eden's  bower 
Again  may  feel  its  God-like  power, 
And  walk  nnd  talk  with  Thee  alone. 
Once  more  enshrined  on  wisdom's  throne. 
O  may  sweet  blessing  from  above 
Imbue  our  life,  that  deeds  of  love 
May  season  every  action  here, 
And  to  thy  purpose  draw  us  near. 


Yes, 
Whe 


aye 


ithei 


t  thou  shalt  s 
Ah,  loosened  by  thy  loving  grace, 
We  then  may  see  thee  face  to  face. 

— Esoteric  i 


SPRINKLINQ 


1/V11V1ERSION.-PRO  AND  CON. 


Number  2.— The  Consecration  of  the  Priesthood  Consid- 
ered In  Favor  of  Sprinkling. 

Another  figure  of  Christian  baptism  which  we 
next  produce,  as  claimed  in  favor  of  sprinkling  as 
the  mode,  is  the  consecration  of  the  priesthood, 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  inducted  into 
that  office.  By  referring  to  Lev.  8;  30  and  Ex.  29: 
21,  we  learn  that  Aaron  and  his  sons  were  inducted 
into  their  sacred  office  by  sprinkling.  •'  And  Mo- 
ses took  the  anointing  oil,  and  of  the  blood  which 
was  upon  the  altar,  and  sprinkled  it  upon  Aaron, 
and  upon  his  garments,  and  upon  his  sons,  and  up- 
on his  son's  garments  with  him;  and  sanctified 
Aaron,  and  his  garments,  and  his  sons,  and  his  sons' 
garments  with  him."  This  was  the  manner  of  con- 
secrating the  priesthood  under  the  law;  and  it  is 
claimed  as  a  figure  of  Christian  baptism.  It  shows 
us  the  manner  of  Christ's  baptism.  John  the  Bap- 
tist was  of  the  lineage  of  the  priests,  and  inducted 
Christ  into  his  priestly  office  in  the  same  way. 
This,  to  be  consistent  with  the  figure,  must  have 
been  by  sprinkling.  This  is  evident  from  the  con- 
sideration that  Christ  was  about  thirty  years  of  age 
when  he  was  baptized,  being  of  the  age  of  the 
priests  when  they  were  consecrated  under  the 
law.  Then  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  John  ad- 
ministered the  ordinance  of  baptism  by  sprinkling; 
for  if  he  did  not,  then  Christ  was  not  properly  in- 
ducted into  his  priestly  office;  and  if  he  was  not 
properly  inducted  into  his  office  of  priesthood, 
there  is  then  no  atonement  made,  and  the  whole 
world  lieth  yet  in  sin. 

Then  the  baptism  of  Jesus  and  his  anointing  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  were  identical  in  mode.  The  anoint- 
ing of  Jesus,  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  was  prefigured 
in  the  rite  used  for  the  consecration  of  the  priests. 
"And  Moses  took  the  anointing  oil,  and  the  blood 
which  was  upon  the  altar,  and  sprinkled  it  upon 
Aaron,  and  upon  his  garments,  and  upon  his  sons, 
and  upon  his  sons'  garments  with  him."    Then, 


since  the  anointing  oil  was  sprinkled,  and  it  was  a 
figure  of  the  anointing  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  is 
identical  in  mode  with  baptism,  we  must  conclude 
that  baptism  should  be  performed  by  sprinkling. 
Since,  then,  the  rite  of  consecrating  the  priests  is  a 
figure  of  baptism,  and  proves  that  the  baptism  of 
Christ,  by  John,  was  performed  by  sprinkling,  it 
proves  that  all  other  cases  of  baptism  were  per- 
formed in  the  same  way. 

THE  CONSECRATION  OF  THE  PRIESTHOOD  CONSIDERED 
IN  FAVOR  OF  IMMERSION. 

In  considering  the  consecration  of  the  priesthood, 
in  its  bearing  upon  Christian  baptism,  it  is  impor- 
tant that  we  take  all  the  Scripture,  relating  to  the 
subject,  before  we  can  come  to  a  proper  conclu- 
sion. By  referring  to  Ex.  29:  4,  and  Lev.  8:  6,  we 
learn  that  Moses  brought  Aaron  and  his  sons  unto 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle  and  "  washed  them  with 
water."  This  was  a  part  of  the  rite  of  consecra- 
tion, and  is  quite  different  from  sprinkling.  There 
was  no  sprinkling  of  water  in  the  case.  It  was  the 
anointing  oil  and  blood  from  the  altar  that  was 
sprinkled.  The  washing  of  Aaron  and  his  sons  at 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle  is  a  figure  of  baptism  by 
immersion.  Is  not  baptism  the  door  into  the 
church?  And  is  not  immersion  a  washing  of  the 
body  with  water?  (Heb.  10:22).  The  sprinkling 
of  the  anointing  oil,  and  the  blood  from  the  altar, 
was  a  figure  of  "  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of 
Christ."  (1  Pet.  1:  2).  'For  if  the  blood  of 
bulls,  and  of  goats,  and  the  ashes  of  a  heifer  sprink- 
ling the  unclean,  sanctifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the 
flesh,  how  much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ, 
who,  ih.ough  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered  himself 
without  spot  to  God,  purge  your  conscience  from 
dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God?"  (Heb.  9: 
14).  If,  then,  the  anointing  oil  be  a  figure  of  the 
Hoi)  Ghost,  the  blood  from  the  altar  is  a  figure  of 
the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  it  shows  that  it  is  through 
Ihe  Holy  Spirit  that  the  blood  of  Christ  is  applied 
to  the  soul  of  man. 

We  will  next  notice  the  difference  between  the 
ordination  service  of  the  priests,  and  the  cleansing 
service  of  the  sons  of  Kohath.  The  ordination  of 
the  priests  was  done,  as  occasion  required,  without 
reference  to  age.  Aaron  was  of  a  different  a^e 
from  his  sons,  certainly.  By  reference  to  Num.  4: 
I,  it  was  the  sons  of  Kohath  that  were  required  to 
be  thirty  years  old,  that  they  might  be  able  to  bear 
the  tabernacle,  and  do  the  service  of  the  congrega- 
tion. "  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses  and  unto 
Aaron,  saying,  Take  the  sum  of  the  sons  of  Kohath 
from  among  the  sons  of  Levi,  after  their  families, 
by  the  house  of  their  fathers.  From  thirty  years 
old  and  upward  even  until  fifty  years  old,  all  that 
enter  into  the  host,  to  do  the  work  in  the  tabernacle 
of  the  congregation." 

These  were  not  priests,  but  Levites,  appointed  to 
do  the  service  of  the  tabernacle.  These  were  to  be 
taken  from  among  the  sons  of  Levi,  and  set  apart 
for  the  service  in  the  tabernacle.  The  consecra- 
tion of  Aaron  and  his  sons  to  the  priesthood  was 
one  thing.  The  setting  apart  of  the  sons  of  Ko- 
hath was  quite  another,  and  f-ey  were  required  to 
be  thirty  to  fifty  years  of  age,  that  they  might  be 
able  to  endure  the  labor,  in  bearing  the  tabernacle 
and  its  furniture. 

Then  the  order  of  Christ's  priesthood  was  as  far 
from  that  of  Aaron's  as  heaven  is  from  earth. 
How  often  must  this  fact  be  stated  before  the  dis- 
tinction may  be  seen,  felt,  and  appreciated  by  all 
Bible  readers?  The  Bible  repeatedly  declares  that 
Christ  was  not  a  priest  after  the  order  of  Aaron. 
He  was  made  a  priest  forever  "  after  the  order  of 
Melchisedec"  (Heb.  6:  11,  ,3).  The  baptism  of 
Christ,  by  John,  has  not  the  remotest  connection 
with  his  induction  into  his  priestly  office.  He  was 
made  priest  with  an  oath  by  him  that  said,  "  The 
Lord  sware  and  will  not  repent,  Thou  art  a  priest 
forever,  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec."  The  law 
made  nothing  perfect;  the  Aaronic  priesthood 
could  not  continue  by  reason  of  death.  But  Christ 
hath  an  unchangeable  priesthood.  "  For  the  law 
maketh  men  high  priests  which  have  infirmity;  but 
the  word   of  the  oath,  which  was  since  the  law, 
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maketh  the  Son,  who  is  consecrated  forevermore  " 
Heb.  7:  28. 

Furthermore,  the  baptism  of  Jesus  does  not  ' 
any  particular,  resemble  the  rite  of  sprinkling  i 
baptism.  "Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  un 
straightway  out  of  the  water."  Matt.  3:  16.  "And 
it  came  to  pass  in  those  days,  that  Jesus  came  from 
Nazareth  of  Galilee,  and  was  baptized  of  John  in 
Jordan  (eis  ton  Jordanen).  And  straightway  com- 
ing up  out  of  the  water,  he  saw  the  heavens 
opened,  and  the  Spirit  like  a  dove  descending 
upon  him.  And  there  came  a  voice  from  heaven 
saying,  Thou  art  my  beloved  son,  in  whom  I  ani 
well  pleased."  (Mark  1:  9,  11.)  The  place  of  the 
baptism,  the  name  of  the  administrator,  John  the 
Baptist,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed 
"  was  baptized  of  John  in  Jordan," — into  the  Jo-dan 
— all  indicate  immersion  as  the  mode.  Paul  says 
in  Rom.  6:  4,  "  We  are  buried  with  him  by  bap- 
tism." Baptism,  then,  is  a  burial,  and  as  we,  in  bap- 
tism, as  Paul  says,  are  buried  with  Christ,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  Christ,  who  set  us  the  example,  was  bur- 
ied in  his  baptism  in  the  Jordan.  d.  h. 


THE  WONDERFUL  PEDIOREE. 

BY   C.    H.    BALSBAUGH. 

Beloved  Sister  Lapp: — 

Christ  and  Christian  are  vital  correlatives. 
As  God  is  in  Christ,  so  is  Christ  in  the  Christian. 
Salvation  and  holiness  are  synonyms.  Pardon  is 
not  salvation.  This  is  relative  and  judicial.  Re- 
generation goes  deeper.  Divine  Immanence,  and 
not  remission  of  penalty,  constitutes  fitness  for 
Heaven.  Water  cannot  go  beyond  representative 
value  in  the  new  birth.  The  word  "is,"  in  1  Cor. 
II:  24,  25,  can  never  be  accepted  literally  without 
subverting  the  whole  structure  of  redemption. 

Your  letter  is  an  echo  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  is 
leading  and  teaching  you.  His  blessed  office  is  to 
take  of  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and  show 
them  unto  us,  and  transform  us  into  the  ,very 
beauty  and  glory  of  Emmanuel.  John  16:  13,  14 
and  2  Cor.  3:  18.  Our  high  calling  is  of  God,  and  it 
is  just  as  high  as  Christ  Jesus.  God's  great  love  has 
found  full  expression  in  Christ,  and  He  intends 
nothing  less  than  to  mould  us  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
into  the  perfect  likeness  of  the  Divine-Human 
Savior  and  brother.  The  greatest  work  that  God 
has  ever  done  was  to  become  man  and  still  re- 
main God;  and  in  this  duplex  nature  bleed  and  die 
for  the  atonement  of  the  world's  sin.  This  is  the 
mystery  of  mysteries,  and  is  the  objective  basis 
and  the  subjective  fact  of  our  salvation.  Had 
Christ  not  died,  sin  could  never  be  cancelled.  Had 
Christ  not  lived  the  very  life  of  God  in  the  flesh, 
His  death  would  have  no  more  efficacy  than  the 
death  of  Moses,  or  David,  or  Paul.  This  gives  the 
true  significance  to  I  Cor.  I:  13. 

The  Holy  Ghost  rests  his  whole  mission  in  the  ful- 
fillment and  absorption  of  the  Law  by  Jesus  Christ. 
Take  the  decalogue  out  of  Christ,  and  we  annul 
the  potency  and  hope  of  the  Gospel, 
pel  we  have  is  the  Eternal  Law  vicari 
and  the  benefits  of  it  conferred  upon  1 
ty.  This  is  salvation  by  grace  thn 
cursed  is  he,  man  or  angel,  that  pre 
Gal.  1:  8,  9.  Well  dos 
Glorious   Gospel  of  the 


I 


All  the  Gos- 
sly  fulfilled, 
as  a  gratui- 
gh  faith.  Ac- 
ches  any  other. 
:  Apostle  call  it  "  The 
;sed  God."  1  Tim.  1: 
II.  Christ  as  a  Teacher  can  never  save  us.  Christ, 
as  an  Example,  can  never  remove  the  radical  obsta- 
cle to  our  salvation.  It  is  only  Christ  as  our  Propi- 
tiation that  can  meet  the  claims  of  the  Divine  Char- 
acter and  Government.  "  Who  is  he  that  condemn- 
ed? It  is  CHRIST  that  died,  yea  rather,  that 
is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us."     Rom.  8:  34- 

With  such  a  Mediator,  is  it  not  the  most  natural 
thing  conceivable  that  we  should  "  rejoice  with  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory?"  I  Pet.  1:  8. 
With  such  a  perfect  obliteration  of  our  part,  and 
such  unobstructed  access  into  the  very  Holy  of  ho- 
lies by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  what  should  hinder  us 
from  being  "  filled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believ- 
ing, and  abounding  in  hope  through  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost?  "    Rom.  15;  13. 


July  n, 


TECIE    GOSPEL    MESSEHGEB. 


435 


A  doubting,  drooping,  despairing  child  of  God! 
Not  knowing  whether  we  have  a  Father  in  Heaven, 
i  joint-heirship  with  Jesus  Christ!  A  question 
whether  our  past  record  of  sin  and  guilt  is  liquidat- 
(ji  What  a  dishonor  to  the  Divine-human  Re- 
deemer, and  to  His  Gracious,  Omnipotent  Vicar, 
the  Holy  Ghost!  Thank  God,  we  have  a  Gospel  in 
which  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  is  concen- 
trated. The  Law  is  good  enough  to  save  the  whole 
human  family.  It  saved  Jesus  Christ.  Had  He  in- 
fringed one  iota  He  would  have  been  no  better  than 
the  rest  of  us.  The  reason  it  saved  nobody  was 
because  "  it  was  weak  through  the  flesh."     Rom.  8: 

3. 

The  grandest  sermon  on  the  essential  characteris- 
tic of  the  Gospel  I  ever  heard  was  from  the  pivot- 
word  "  therein"  in  Rom.  I:  17.  Thef'jo"  of  John 
j:  16  makes  provision  for  all  the  demands  of  Di- 
vine Righteousness.  To  "  apprehend  thai  for  which 
also  we  are  apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus,"  is  to 
stand  judicially  just  wheie  Jesus  stands,  and  be  as 
safe  as  He,  because  "  our  life  is  hid  with  Christ  IN 
GOD."     Philpp.  3:  12;  Rom.  5:  2;  Col.  3:  3. 

To  save  contrary  to  Law  is  self-contradictory;  to 
save  without  law  is  to  nullify  both  Divine  Right- 
eousness and  human  sin.  "  Grace  must  reign 
through  righteousness  unto  Eternal  Life  by  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord."     Rom.  5:  21. 

Here  we  have  the  Gospel  in  all  its  amplitude,  ex- 
pressing all  that  man  needs,  and  all  that  God  is. 
Grace  means  the  Infinitude  of  Jehovah,  and  faith 
means  the  all  of  humanity.  Neither  is  inert. 
Grace  means  all  that  God  can  do  for  man;  and  faith 
means  all  that  man  can  return  to  God.  The  least 
item  of  Righteousness  unsatisfied  by  Christ  would 
render  Grace  impossible.  The  least  reserve  of  loy- 
alty by  man  would  vitiate  faith. 

All  this  implies  perfect  consecration,  perfect  loy- 
alty, perfect  obedience.  No  one  can  accept  Jesus 
as  Savior,  and.  not  accept  Him  as  Sovereign. 
Faith,  justification,  sanctification,  love,  joy,  self- 
hole-hearted    service,     full-hearted 


in  us.     Rom.  8:4.    The  "if"  in  Rom. 
pivot  of  salvation.     We  need   Philpp. 
necessary     complement.      "  To     me     ti 
Christ."    Philpp.  1:  21. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 
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UN6ELIEF  AND  OOD'S  WAY  OF  HELPINa  IT. 

BY  I.  D.  PARKER. 
In  ^  Parts Part  3. 

Nothing  has  stood  in  the  way  of  God's  efforts  to 
save  the  world  so  much  as  unbelief  or  weak  faith, 
and  it  needs  helping,  just  as  the  seed  planted  needs 
rain  and  sunshine.  Without  these,  and  room  to  ex- 
pand, there  will  be  no  fruit,  and  without  help,  in 
the  God-given  way,  our  little  faith  would  bear  no 
fruit  unto  eternal  life. 


the 


tributes  to  the  world,  God  must  translate  truth  in- 
to action,  so  it  can  be  plainly  seen,  for  a  just  God 
could  not  condemn  man,  unless  he  is  left  without 
excuse. 

A  view  of  God's  work  and  dealings  with  man 
shows  us  that  this  has  been  done  in  the  extensive 
use  of  types,  symbols  and  figures,  connected  with 
his  teaching. 

1.  In  the  declaration  (Gen.  2:  16-17),  "Of  every 
tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayest  freely  eat,"  etc. 
God  set  forth,  first,  his  sovereignty— the  right  to 
govern,  command,  and  enforce  obedience  by  prom- 
ises and  penalties. 


me  one  has  said  that 

"seeing  is  believing,  or 

e  is  power  in  what  we 

see."     Many  of  us  to-day 

ike  Thomas,   saying, 

in  more  ways  than  one, 

ccept  I  see,"  etc.,  "  I 

mil  not  believe."     To  ov- 

me  this  unbelief  and 
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of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  a  soul-infla 


.  far 


eternal  weight  of  Glory,' 
elements  of  the  Christian  life.  It  is 
"God  to  be  manifest  in  the  flesh 
these  elements  be  wanting.  Faith 
all.  "  Faith  without  works  is 
lacks  Christ.  No  works  can  givt 
without  works.  Life  must  be  coi 
the  faintest  activity  can  occur. 
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expression. 

To  admit  that  the  body  is  a  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  deny  the  body  the  benefits  of  such  in- 
dwelling, is  as  illogical  as  to  limit  the  functions  of 
the  natural  life  to  the  interior  organs.  Neither 
finger  nor  toe  can  be  reserved  from  the  immanence 
and  direction  of  the  Incarnate  Christ.  We  are  per- 
fect Christians  from  the  very  genesis  of  the  new 
life,  so  far  as  the  constituents  of  being  are  con- 
cerned. But  there  is  constant  growth  in  volume, 
power,  joy,  beauty,  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
Christ.  With  God's  life  we  get  God's  love,  wisdom, 
purpose,  and  must  needs  live  and  work  for  His 
v  methods,  and  new  sacri- 
cies.  The  "  all  means  "  of  I 
exhausted.  When  we  can 
eal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten 
'  Neither  count  I  ?ny  life  dear 
ve  "  a  season  of  refreshing 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  "  that  will  answer 
Practically  to  the  primitive  Pentecost.  The  family, 
the  church,  the  Sunday  school,  the  community,  the 
heathen,  will  find  out  when  we  appreciate  and  appro- 
priate the  unsearchable  riches  of  grace  deposited  in 
Christ,  and  freely  offered  to  every-  believer  through 
'he  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Let  us  take  all  the  blame  of  impotence  and  tor- 
pidity to  ourselves,  and  pray  incessantly,  "  Lord,  in- 
crease our  faith!" 

The  Divine  Pedigree  guarantees  the  very  "  Peace 
°f  God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  to  keep 
°ur  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus."  This 
Peace  is  possible  only  to  "the  righteousness  of  God" 
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n  and  that  a  violation 
death.  These  truths  were  translated  in- 
to action  when  Adam  plucked  the  apple,  lost  the 
image  of  his  Maker,  and  went  sorrowing  out  of  the 
garden.  Againi  The  giving  of  the  law  on  Sinai,  Is- 
rael's deliberate  choice,  and  their  blessings  for  obe- 
dience, and  punishment  for  departures  from  law, 
give  us  a  lesson  equally  pi; 

The  lesson  is  still' more 
unfolded   in  God's  dealings 
Saul,  Solomon,  Herod,  Anani; 
many  more.     But  the  reality 
not  be  fully  unfolded  to  our 
we  meet  God  in  the  judgment  and  hear  either  tl 
"  Come,  ye  blessed,"  or  the  "  Depart,  ye  cursed." 

By  translating  truth  into  action,  God  reveals  hii 
self  in  a  measure  to   us.     The  thunderings  on  ti 
Mount,  the  Shekinah,  the  adaptation  of  all  things 
our  needs,  the  sending  of  his  Son,  forgiving  t 
guilty,  etc.,  all  speak  to  us  of  God's  omnipotcn 
his  presence,  goodness,  love  and  mercy.     In  this  w; 
everything  under  the  law  points  to  the  more  per- 
fect unfolding  of  truth  under  the   Gospel.     Thu: 
the  sacrifices  point  to  Christ,  the  great  sacrifi 
the  world,  and  the  temple  to  the  church 
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God  hates  sin  but  loves  the  sinner,  and  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  proposed  to  redeem  a 
save  all  who  would  be  saved.  Freely  giving  his  S 
who  freely  died,  translated  this  truth  into  actii 
No  unbelief,  with  reference  to  God's  purpose  and 
love,  can  possibly  exist  in  the  mind  of  him  who  be- 
lieves in  God  at  all,  and  carefully  meditates  upon 
what  God  has  said  and  done.  It  was  not  enough 
for  Jesus  to  come,  with  all  the  attributes  of  God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,  but  he  must  show  the  Eterna 
Father  to  the  world  by  retranslating  his  attributes 
in  language  that  could  be  seen,  heard  and  felt  by 
man  in  every  condition  of  life,  hence  his  lowly 
birth,  his  miracles,  parables,  examples  of  duty,  pa- 
tience, suffering,  death  and  resurrection. 

Again;  to  help  our  unbelief  and  aid  us  in  compre- 
hending the  higher  spiritual  truths,  Jesus  gave  us 
the  church,  his  commandments  and  ordinances. 
These,  in  turn,  become  tests  of  our  faith,  and  helps 
to  banish  unbelief  in  others.  This  brings  us  to 
some  things  quite  often  overlooked,  viz.,  the  real 
design  of  the  ordinances,  and  the  necessity  for  their 
perpetuity.  The  first  may  be  answered  briefly  after 
what  has  been  said  already, 


1.  To  raise  us  from  the  material  to  the  spiritual; 
from  the  lower  to  the  higher;  from  the  earthly  to 
the  heavenly. 

2.  To  banish  unbelief  by  bringing  us  in  close 
touch  with  him  who  is  the  object  of  our  faith.  The 
necessity  of  their  perpetuity  grows  out  of  two 
things, 

1,  They  are  commanded.  Jesus  says  (Matt.  28: 
20),  "Teach  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever 

I  have  commanded  you."     See  also  I  Cor.  11:  I,  2.     ' 

2.  The  world  has  need  of  them,  for  sin  and  unbe- 
lief of  every  form  arc  much  the  same  in  all  ages, 
and  we  learn  best  what  we  see.  Just  how  this  helps 
unbelief  remains  to  be  more  fully  shown.  Able 
writers  have  said,  and  correctly,  too,  that  the  cross 
is  the  central  truth  ol  the  Gospel,  and  that  the  em- 
blems of  the  Savior's  broken  body  and  shed  blood 
are  the  most  powerful  presentations  of  that  doc- 
trine. In  this,  the  Christian  world  is  united,  and 
from  this  basis  let  us  reason  together  with  refer- 
ence to  some  other  things  taught  in  the  same  book. 

1.  Baptism.  All  agree  that  spiritual  baptism  and 
spiritual  gifts  are  needful,  and  to  the  unconverted  a 
very  difficult  truth  to  comprehend,  hence  its  sym- 
bol, water  baptism,  is  needed  to  help  unbelief  in  the 
spiritual.  Another  thing;  the  closer  this  symbol 
comes  to  the  leading  idea  in  the  spiritual,  and  the 
symbol,  as  originally  instituted,  the  more  effectual 
will  be  its  teaching  and  power,  to  lead  the  soul  up 
to  him  who  gave  it.  This  is  one  reason  we  plead 
for  trine  immersion,— the  primitive  mode  of  bap- 
tism. 

2.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  Jesus,  in  wash- 
ing the  disciples'  feet,  gave  them  a  complete  and 
much  needed  lesson  on  humility. 

By  this  teaching  and  service  a  number  of  truths, 
such  as,  "the  servant  is  not  greater  than  his 
lord,"  "  happiness  depends  on  knowing  and  do- 
ing," "  Jesus  was  servant  as  well  as  king,"  were 
translated  into  action.  If  any  unbelief  existed  in 
their  minds  as  to  his  humility  and  the  necessity  of 
them  perpetuating  the  institution,  it  must  now  van- 
ish. They  saw  him  do,  and  heard  him  say,  "  Ye 
ought  to,"  and  no  longer  question  the  propriety  of 
obedience.     Why  should  any  do  it  now? 

3.  The  Revclator  speaks  of  the  new  Jerusalem; 
the  bride;  the  Lamb's  wife,  and  of  the  marriage 
supper  to  be  held  in  the  evening  of  the  world, 
and  there  are  other  allusions  to  it  in  the  Gospel. 
That  this  feast  will  be  spiritual,  and  one  of  joy  to 
all  of  the  saints,  is  not  doubted,  and  the  very  best 
representation  of  this  that  Jesus  could  give,  was 
the  institution  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  prior  to  the 
Communion,  which  institution  was  spoken  of  by 
the  apostles  and  observed  by  the  early  church  for 
several  centuries.  Here  is  truth  again  translated  in- 
to action.  The  joyful  promise  of  eternal  feasting 
with  Jesus  is  kept  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all  who 
partake  of  its  symbol.  Now,  what  is  true  of  these 
ordinances,  is  equally  true  of  every  commandment, 
precept,  principle  and  truth  that  Jesus  gave  to  us, 
for  all  were  given  to  help  an  unbelieving  world. 

A  greater  question  concerns  the  church  and  the 
Christian  of  to-day,  viz.,  "What  lessons  can  be 
taken  from  this  to  help  unbelief  in  ourselves  and 
others."    The  answer  will  be  given  in  No.  4. 

A  CHRIST-LIKE  SPIRIT. 


BY  D.  L.  FORNEY. 


1  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  he 


"  Now  if  any  r 
his." — Rom.  8:  o. 

Paul,  in  the  language  above,  states  one  of  the 
tests  of  the  true  Christian.  If,  to  have  the  spirit 
of  Christ  we  are  his- not  to  have  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  we  are  not  his.  Does  our  spirit  agree  with 
Christ's  Spirit,  as  manifested  in  his  life?  Are  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit  visible  in  our  lives,  as  Jesus  ex- 
pects of  each  one? 

In  the  Christ  life  one  manifestation  was  the 
spirit  of  peace.  Not  only  by  precept  but  by  ex- 
ample did  he  strive  to  instill  this  principle  in  the 
hearts  of  his  followers.  "  When  he  was  reviled  he 
reviled  not  again;  when  he  suHered  he  threatened 
not." 
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In  Matt.  18  he  gives  directions  how  peace  may 
be  restored  if,  by  some  means,  lost.  In  all  his 
teachings  he  strove  to  inculcate  peace  among  in- 
dividuals, in  the  family,  the  church,  the  nation. 
How  enjoyable  is  peace  in  the  home,  where  hus- 
band and  wife,  parents  and  children  dwell  togeth- 
er in  perfect  harmony;  where  envy  and  hatred  are 
banished  far  away  and  a  helpful  spirit  prevails  in 
every  heart! 

That  the  spirit  of  peace  and  not  of  war  was 
taught  Peter,  is  manifest  when  Jesus  said,  "  Put 
up  again  thy  sword  into  his  place;  for  all  they  that 
take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword."  Too 
often,  in  the  church,  is  there  a  desire  to  stir  up 
strife  and  division  instead  of  striving  after  those 
things  which  make  for  peace.  One  of  the  things 
that  is  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord  is  the  sow- 
ing of  discord  among  brethren. 

Again;  the  spirit  of  forgiveness  is  the  spirit  of 
Christ.  What  injury,  insult,  or  wrong  did  he  not 
forgive?  Neither  was  his  forgiving  confined  to 
those  alone  who  sought  his  pardon,  but  to  all  who 
maltreated  him.  When  falsely  accused,  mocked, 
spit  upon,  crowned  with  thorns,  crucified,  his  tor- 
mentors not  once  stooped  to  ask  forgiveness. 
But  in  his  spirit  he  prayed,  in  deep  earnestness 
of  soul,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  they  know  not 
what  they  do."  Neither  did  he  say,  "  I  can  for- 
give but  not  forget."  Sometimes  our  forgiveness 
is  inform  only  and  not  in  heart.  Jesus  plainly  de- 
clares that  if  we,  from  our  hearts,  forgive  not  our 
brother  his  trespasses  neither  will  our  Heavenly 
Father  forgive  us.  Do  we  have  the  spirit  of  Christ 
in  forgiving  our  injuries? 

Another  evidence  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  the 
spirit  of  self-sacrifice.  He  came  not  to  do  his  own 
will,  but  the  will  of  Him  that  sent  him.  He  sac- 
rificed the  glory  he  had  with  the  Father  before 
the  world  was,  condescending  to  our  estate.  He 
came  as  a  missionary  to  earth,  not  for  personal 
advantage,  but  for  others'  good.  He  had  never 
touched  this  sin-polluted  earth,  •  xcept  that  others 
might  be  saved.  Not  for  stores  of  wealth,  not  for 
kingly  honors,  not  for  worldly  pleasures  did  he 
become  the  "  man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with 
grief."  Not  that  he  had  no  home,— no  place  of 
rest,— was  he  the  one  who  had  "  not  where  to  lay 
his  head."  Alone,  for  others'  sake,  was  heaven  for- 
saken and  earth  voluntarily  chostn,  giving  evidence 
that  he  willingly  sacrificed  in  various  ways.  What 
is  there  in  our  lives  that  betokens  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice  so  plainly  taught  in  Jesus'  life?  Do  we 
find  the  same  spirit  prompting,  moving,  urging  us 
out  into  the  highways  and  byways  of  sin?  Do  we 
sacrifice  of  our  means  for  the  sake  of  souls  or 
do  we  grudgingly  give  a  mere  pittance  to  satisfy 
the  solicitor  and  ease  our  conscience,  instead  of 
joyfully  giving  as  Jesus  did?  Could  we  leave  a 
pleasant  home  and  kindred  ties,  burying  ourselves, 
as  it  were,  in  the  wilderness  of  sin  for  the  sake  of 
perishing  souls?  Do  we  anywhere,  or  in  any 
way,  really  sacrifice,  showing  that  we  have  the 
same  spirit  as  he  whom  we  profess  to  love?  Let 
us  apply  the  test  of  God's  Word  to  our  lives,  not 
satisfied  simply  to  obey  his  outward  commands, 
but  to  possess  as  well  the  Spirit  of  Christ  that  we 
may  be  his  indeed. 
Palestine,  Ark. 


RULES  FOR  DISTRICT  AND  MINISTERIAL 
MEETINGS. 


It  is  very  helpful  to  have  well-defined  rules  by 
which  to  govern  deliberative  bodies.  After  attend- 
ing a  number  of  District  and  Ministerial  Meetings 
in  a  number  of  different  States,  and  in  different 
Districts  in  the  same  States,  the  following  rules  are 
given  as  the  best  yet  found  by  the  writer: 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

DUTIES    OF    OFFICERS. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Moderator  to  keep 
order;  to  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor;  when 
the  speaker's  time  has  expired;  when  the  discus- 


sion shall  close;  to  take  the  vote  and  announce 
the  result. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Reading  Clerk  to 
read  all  papers  as  requested. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Writing  Clerk  to 
make  correct  minutes  of  the  business  transacted  by 
the  meeting,  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Distrjct  to 
have  them  printed  and  sent  to  all  the  churches  of 
the  District,  in  proportion  of  one  copy  for  every 
two  members.  He  shall  add  one  copy  to  the  file 
of  previous  Minutes,  and  turn  it  over  to  his  suc- 
cessor at  next  District  Meeting. 


1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Reading  Clerk  to 
read  all  papers,  as  ordered  by  the  Moderator,  a 
second  time  if  requested,  but  not  oftener  if  objec- 
tions are  made. 

2.  No  one  shall  speak  without  first  addressing 
the  Moderator  and  being  recognized  by  him. 

3.  No  one  shall  be  entitled  to  move  than  two 
speeches  on  the  same  question,  except  by  permis- 
sion of  the  meeting,  the  first  speech  being  not 
more  than  ten,  and  the  others  not  more  than  five 
minutes. 

4.  Any  one  using  personalities  shall  be  called  to 
order  by  the  Moderator,  and  if  he  persists,  he  shall 
be  told  10  take  his  seat. 

5.  The  old  board  of  officers,  if  present,  shall 
serve  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

6.  The  officers  of  the  District  Meeting,  the  dele- 
gate to  Standing  Committee  and  his  alternate, 
shall  be  elected  one  at  a  time,  by  written  ballot  of 
the  delegates,  read  in  open  session  and  recorded 
by  the  Clerk.  All  ties  to  be  decided  by  reballot- 
ing. 

7.  No  query  shall  pass  the  meeting  unless  fav- 
ored by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  delegates. 

S  Any  member,  whether  living  in  this  District 
or  any  other,  shall  be  allowed  to  participate  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  meeting. 

PROGRAM. 

1.  The  meeting  is  to  be  opened  by  singing  and 
prayer. 

2.  Enrollment  of  delegates. 

3.  Election  of  officers. 

4.  Reading  of  Scripture  and  introductory  re- 
marks by  the  Moderator. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  Report  of  Missionary  Committee. 

7.  Report  of  Old  People's  Home. 

8.  Treasurer's  Report. 

9.  Elections  by  ballot. 

10.  Reports  from  the  churches  and  miscellaneous 
business. 

MINISTERIAL  MEETINGS. 

OFFICERS. 

(«)  The  officers  of  the  Ministerial  Meeting  shall 
insist  of  a  Moderator,  a  Reading  Clerk  and  a 
Writing  Clerk,  who  shall  be  elected  one  at  a  time 
by  written  ballot  of  the  ministers  and  deacons 
present,  who  belong  to  this  District,  and  they 
shall  hold  their  office  one  year,  or  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  elected. 

(b)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Moderator  to 
keep  order,  to  decide  who  is  entitled  to  the  floor, 
to  keep  the  speakers  to  the  subject,  decide  when 
the  speaker's  time  has  expired,  when  the  discussion 
shall  close,  and,  in  cases  requiring  a  vote,  take  the 
vote  and  announce  the  result. 

(c)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Writing  Clerk  to 
make  a  record  for  publication  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  District  Meeting  of  all  business  transacted  by 
the  meeting,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  are 
usually  performed  by  such  officers. 

(d)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Reading  Clerk 
to  read  all  papers  as  ordered  by  the  Moderator. 

(1)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officers,  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  meeting,  to  designate  who  shall 
speak  in  the  place  of  absent  brethren  named  in 
the  program. 

RULES. 

{f)  No  one  shall  speak  without  first  addressing 
the  Moderator  and  being  recognized  by  him. 


(g)  No  one  shall  be  entitled  to  more  than  t 
speeches  on  the  same  subject;  the  first  not  to     ° 
ceed  ten,  nor  the  second  five  minutes. 

(*)  Any  one  using  personalities  shall  be  callerf 
to  order  by  the  Moderator. 

(«)  Any  member,  whether  belonging  to  this 
District  or  some  other,  may  speak  upon  the  to  ' 
under  consideration. 

(;)  All  questions  requiring  a  vote  shall  be  de- 
cided by  a  majority  vote  of  the  ministers  and  dea 
cons  of  this  District. 

The  objects  of  the  Ministerial  Meetings  should 
be  to  develop  the  best  methods  possible,  to  i 
crease  the  efficiency  of  the  ministry  of  theGospe" 
and  to  secure,  if  possible,  greater  harmony  0f 
effort,  to  carry  out  the  principles  of  the  Gospel 
as  defined  and  applied  by  our  Annual  Meeting' 
throughout  our  ministerial  labors.  Where  the 
members  are  living  far  apart,  and  the  Ministerial 
Meetings  not  largely  attended,  it  has  been  found 
good  to  have  the  Ministerial  Meeting  the  day  be- 
fore the  District  Meeting  and  thus  secure  a  larger 
attendance,  there  being  a  saving  of  both  time  and 
expense  in  holding  them  together,  until  such  time 
as  the  meeting  will  grow  too  large  to  be  conven- 
ent,  when  they  may  be  held  separately;  especially 
s  it  a  good  plan  to  have  the  Minutes  of  the  Min- 
sterial  Meeting  printed  and  circulated  with  the 
Minutes  of  District  Meeting,  thus  imparting  the 
knowledge  and  instruction  developed  to  those  al- 
so, who  could  not  attend  the  Ministerial  Meeting.  . 
McPh'rson,  Kaiis. 


MYSTERIES. 

BV  J.  S.  FLORY. 

In  Four  Parts.— Part  Four. 
Religious  Phenomena— Mesmerism— Animal  Magnetls 
— Splrltualism-Qhostism—"  Divine  "  Healing 
—Metaphysical  Healing— Hypnotism— 
"Christian  Science"  Fal- 
lacies, Etc. 


The 
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mind  is  a  prime  factor,  may  rightly  all  come  un- 
der the  one  name  of  metaphysical  healing.  The 
aim  of  all  is  to  reach  the  mental  sphere  of  man, 
and  unite  the  will  power  of  the  operator  and  sub- 
ject, so  far  as  possible  and  get  in  line  with  the 
mutual  sympathies,  feelings  and  desires  of  each. 
Hypnotism  comes  within  the  pale  of  this  peculiar 
realm  of  mind  science.  By  it  the  domination  of 
one  mind  over  another  becomes  so  complete  that 
the  free  will  of  the  subject  is  circumscribed  by  the 
will  of  the  other. 

One  most  glaring  fallacy  found  in  some  of  the 
systems  of  metaphysical  healing  is  the  idea  that 
there  must  be  a  religious  philosophy  connected 
with  it  as  a  necessary  adjunct  to  a  successful  re- 
sult. The  adepts  of  India  and  the  "wise  men" 
of  heathen  nations  have  got  much  farther  along 
in  this  matter  of  metaphysical  healing  than  the 
people  of  Christian  nations.  We  challenge  any, 
or  all,  of  those  schools  of  modem  •'  divine  "  heal- 
ers to  show  wherein  they  have  progressed  in  the 
"miraculous"  healing  art  any  farther  than  those 
who  practice  metaphysical  healing,  entirely  inde- 
pendent of  religious  pretense.  As  we  have  said 
in  regard  to  religious  mania,  the  same  results,  pre- 
cisely, can  be  obtained  without  a  religious  faith  of 
any  kind,  that  is,  as  regards  the  bodily  functions, 
emotions,  feelings  or  cures  of  bodily  ailments. 
The  so-called  "divine  healing"  of  the  different 
schools,  whose  operations  do  not  harmonize  with 
divine,  spiritual  law  are  only  divine  in  the  sense 
that  the  powers  of  the  body  and  mind  are  of  divine 
origin.  Speech,  life  and  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  are  all  divine  in  the  same  sense.  Did  we 
thoroughly  understand  the  whole  of  divine  law, 
governing  cause  and  effect,  there  would,  perhaps, 
be  to  us  no  such  thing  as  a  miracle.  Things  too 
deep  for  the  human  mind  to  fathom,  yet  in  har- 
mony with  the  Eternal  Mind  and  His  order  of  law 
to  us,  are  supernatural,  and  we  call  them  miracles. 

In  metaphysical  healing  one  thing  is  essential, 
and  that  is  strong  concentration  of  thought,  either 
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jn  the  administrator  or  the  subject,  or  in  both. 
Owing  to  the  potent  power  of  the  mind  it  is  re- 
markable what  wonders  can  be  performed.  Sir 
Humphrey   Davy   tells   of  a  halt   and   lame    man 


ade  to 


alk 


ind  leap  with  joy  through 


that 
the  i 

he  used  to  test  the  temperature  of  the  man's  throat, 
was  the  remedy  the  learned  doctor  was  administer- 
ing. 

Christian  scientists,  as  well  as  all  others  who 
use  religious  theories,  enjoin  a  high  tone  of 
thought  upon  the  patient,  in  order  to  bring  about 
entire  concentration  of  thought.  Any  other  course 
would  be  as  effectual,  provided  concentration  to 
the  same  extent  was  brought  about.  The  operator 
who  desires  to  hypnotize  a  subject,  accomplishes 
his  object  simply  by  having  the  subject  look  in- 
tently at  a  bright  piece  of  metal. 

The  Christian  scientists  come  with  affirmations 
and  denials;  they  denounce,  applaud  and  eulogize 
their  system  to  the  skies;  the  hearer,  in  a  passive 
state,  concentrates  his  mind  in  a  certain  direction, 
bringing  into  play  certain  minor  forces.  When 
one  is  thus  being  operated  on,  the  mind,  in  a 
passive  or  active  mood,  becomes  charged  with 
nerve  currents,  and,  through  sympathy  and  will  exer- 
cise, that  condition  takes   place,  which  in  physics 


s  various   parts  of  mind. 
ie    general  condition    or 


is  called  i?tdurfiont~t\ia.t 
phenomena   unite   into   o: 
state  of  feeling. 

When  a  person  is  thus  being  exercised,  the  hid- 
den inner  currents  are  violently  grasped, *the  re- 
vulsions are  significant,  and  the  operator  centers 
his  own  mind  force  into  union  with  the  patient. 
Mind  waves  pass  out  from  the  patient;  the  oper- 
ator may  absorb  them  into  his  own  will  and  thus 
get  the  control  of  the  patient,  so  far  that  his  pur- 
pose and  thoughts,  in  a  measure,  become  a  part  of 
himself;  the  result  is  mesmerism.  When  not  carried 
so  far,  it  is  animal  magnetism.  From  such  proceed- 
ings good  and  legitimate  results  may  be  brought 
about,  but  why  should  any  one  do  this  under  the 
garb  of  religion?  Better  do  it  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense  and  rational  science. 

t  I  have  not  a  word  to  say  against  any  mode  of 
-iicaii/.g  that  will  produce  the  desired  result  of 
health  and  vigor  to  the  body,  but  I  do  most  de- 
cidedly protest  against  any  practice  of  healing, 
under  the  pretense  of  a  religion  that  is  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  teachings  of  Christ. 

What  is  the  doctrine  of  Christian  science?  In 
short  we  answer,  It  is  the  old  Quaker  doctrine  of 
spiritual  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  drawn 
out  to  extreme  theories  that  deny  the  personality 
of  any  part  of  the  Godhead  or  of  devils,  and  go  so 
far  in  spiritualizing  the  Bible  as  to  bring  every- 
thing into  a  mystical,  spiritual,  unintelligible  theo- 
ry, an  emanation  of  one  mind  of  modern  times, 
and  to  this  is  hitched  metaphysical  healing  as  the 
golden  calf  for  all  to  come  and  worship. 

It  is  a  stubborn  truth  that  every  one  who  will 
allow  his  judgment  to  be  demoralized  by  the 
adepts  in  deception,  will  have  a  judgment  in  har- 
mony with  the  mind  of  the  practitioner.  Should 
he  or  she  have,  what  they  call,  clear  light  on 
Scripture  subjects,  so  will  it  be  with  the  new  con- 
vert. This  is  a  law  that  stands  out  forcible  in  all 
kinds  of  religious  conversions,  and  to  all  who 
tamper  with  the  theories  of  Spiritualists,  skeptics 
or  infidels,  we  say,  Beware.  As  the  leaders  are  in 
mind,  so  will  the  followers  be. 

So  with  every  phase  of  trances,  visions  and  new 
revelations,  so  called,  always  the  things  seen,  the 
things  revealed,  and  the  new  light  they  are  in, 
harmonize  with  the  mind  that  evolves  them. 

Emmanuel  Swedenborg's  revelations  of  what  he 
'  saw   as   he,    in    his   trances,   traversed  heaven  and 
hell,  all  are  in  accord  with  his  previous  views  of 
things.     So  with  all  those  new  departures  and  de- 
ceptions of  the  present  day. 

Ever  remember,  dear  reader,  that  there  is  no  de- 
gree of  pleasurable  emotion,  new  life,  or  new  light, 
no  matter  how  exhilarating  or  joyous,  that  is  an 
evidence  you  are  in  the  right.  Living  under  the 
glare  and  blaze  of  a  strange  fire,  no  matter  how 
transitory   or  deceptive,  the  results,  for   the   time 


being,  may  be,  to  the  emotional  nature,  mere 
pleasing  than  the  life  of  a  devotee  to  the  self-de- 
nial cross  of  Christ.  There  is  but  one  criterion 
of  right,  and  that  is  the  old  revelations  of  God 
through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  Other  "revela- 
tions," made  to  men  and  women,  may  pass  muster 
in  this  world,  but  alas!  at  the  door  of  judgment 
will  be  heard  the  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of 
iniquity,  I  never  knew  you." 

One  most  remarkable  thing,  and  as  absurd  as 
remarkable,  is  the  fact  that  all  the  different 
schools  of  "divine  healers"  are  at  war  with  each 
other's  religious  views  of  things,  Dowey,  the 
great  apostle  of  the  work  in  Chicago,  says  the 
works  of  the  "Christian  scientists"  are  the  works 
of  Satan.  They,  in  turn,  say  he  is  a  "disciple  of 
darkness."  The  Theos.  phites,  who,  by  no  means, 
ignore  metaphysical  healing,  say  of  the  "  Christian 
Scientist":  "They  sail  under  a  glaring  fallacy, 
claiming  that  either  a  philosophy  or  religion  is  a 
necessary  adjunct  to  a  successful  result,  which 
mistaken  assumption  has  led  to  the  manufacture 
of  a  bran-new  worship,  compounded  in  unequal 
portions  of  an  exorbitant  estimate  of  physical  per- 
fection and  a  passionate,  ignorant  adoration  of  the 
power  and  function  of  spirit  and  mind.  The 
strange  assertions  of  this  novel  cultus  resemble 
nothing  hitherto  known  in  the  domain  ot  either 
religion  or  philosophy.  ...  Its  creed  is  more  a 
matter  of  strong  and  passionate  feeling,  as  to  the 
promised  results,  than  to  clear  seeing  as  to  the  ten- 
dencies of  the  methods  employed." 

Mrs.  Carrie  Judd  Montgomery,  a  leading  dis- 
ciple of  the  faith-cure  method  of  treating  diseases, 
in  speaking  of  her  "  Home  of  Peace,"  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  says,  "Our  methods  are  often  con- 
founded with  that  of  Christian  science  which,  we 
think,  is  the  devil's  counterfeit  of  divine  healing." 
Eld.  H.  C.  Waddell,  in  charge  of  the  "Training 
Home"  for  mission  work,  same  city,  says,  "that 
he  formerly  was  associated  with  the  Christian 
Scientists,  but  saw  so  much  error  in  their  teach- 
ings that  he  came  out  from  among  them  and  now 
preaches  against  their  doctrines." 

We  know  of  no  theory  of  a  religious  nature,  so 
inconsistent  with  Bible  doctrine,  and,  we  might 
say,  common  sense,  as  that  of  Christian  Science, 
so  called,  You  might  about  as  well  be  an  out  and 
out  skeptic  at  once. 

We  hear  it  frequently  said  that  this  or  that  re- 
ligious work  has  a  tendency  to  make  men  and 
women  better,  especially  in  a  moral  sense;  then, 
why  not  encourage  it?  The  question  may  also  be 
asked,  Why  not  espouse  and  work  for  a  religion 
that  will  not  only  make   men   better  morally,  but 
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God's  Promises  to  David. 


A  good  brother  came  to  me,  not  long  since  and 
said:  "  Well,  I  wonder  if  our  troubles  are  over?     I 


guess,  after  all,  these  things  are  good  for  us.  Had 
we  no  troubles  we  could  not  have  these  times  of 
satisfaction,  that  come  to  us  when  they  are  over." 
And  so  it  is.  Had  we  continued  sunshine  we  would 
weary  in  its  brightness.  Were  it  always  cloudy,  we 
would  chafe  under  the  gloom.  And  were  the  gleams 
of  light  always  bursting  through  clouds  of  silvery 
lining,  or  golden  fleeced,  we  would  lose  our  taste 
for  the  beautiful.  God  knew  best  when  he  made 
for  us  a  world  of  mountains,  hills,  vales,  the  skip- 
ping rivulets,  the  rivers  with  their  tree  edged  banks, 
crooks,  bends,  riffles  and  falls, — its  thousands  of 
varieties  of  trees,  plants  and  flowers,  and  their 
multiform  sized  and  shaped  leaves.  We  need  these 
changes  of  experiences  and  aspect  to  give  us  rest. 
Have  we  not  all  learned  that  change  is  rest?  How 
restful  it  is  when  weary,— very  tired, — to  lie  down 
in  the  shade?  Though  the  bed  be  the  ground  with 
a  rock  for  a  pillow, — it  is  rest,— sweet  rest.  And 
yet,  to  lie  for    weeks,    though    in    the    best    of 


health,  on  a  bed  of  the  most  downy  softness,  how 
wearisome  it  would  become!  Our  eyes,  ears,  yea, 
our  very  bones  are  continually  crying  for  change, 
that  we  may  be  satisfied, — have  rest. 

D.ivid,  from  the  time  he  was  called  from  the 
sheepcot  was  a  busy  man  contending  with  and 
fighting  against  the  enemies  of  his  land  and  people. 
At  last  this  strife  and  warfare  came  to  an  end,  "  and 
the  Lord  had  given  him  rest  round  about  from  all  his 
enemies."  This  gave  David  time,  not  only  to  rest, 
but  also  to  think  along  other  lines.  That  he  might 
have  rest,  he  must  have  a  place  to  stay.  So,  he 
builds  himself  a  house  to  accord  with  his  condition 
and  position,— a  cedar  house.  It  was  built  of  the 
very  best  of  materials,  with  furnishings  to  match. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  best  house  in  all  Judea,  up  on  the 
mount,  with  hills  surrounding,  of  olive  orchards,  or 
covered  over  with  flocks  grazing  on  the  rich  pas- 
tures of  the  fields.  As  he  sat  there  on  the  porch  of 
his  house,  musing, — because  David  was  a  man  of 
meditation, — thoughts  burning  with  gratitude  came 
to  his  soul.  Perhaps  over  the  way  he  saw  the 
camp  of  Israel,  and  then  the  tent  edged  around 
with  its  curtains,  in  which  was  domiciled  the  Ark  of 
the  Lord.  The  thought  came  to  him  as  it  does  to 
us,  sometimes, — when  we  contrast  our  own  houses 
with  the  houses  we  build  for  the  Lord.  Here  I  sit 
in  this  magnificent  house  of  cedar,  which  I  built  for 
myself,  my  own  ease  and  pleasure,  while  over  yon- 
der is  the  tent  of  curtains  which  I  builded  for  God. 
How  is  this?  Surely  this  is  not  just, — this  is  not 
right. 

As  these  thoughts  were  passing  through  his 
mind,  Nathan,  his  most  trusted  friend,  came  to  him, 
and  it  was  to  him  that  he  revealed  the  burden  of 
his  heart  in  these  words:  "See  now,  I  dwell  in  a 
house  of  cedar,  but  the  ark  of  God  dwclleth  in  cur- 
tains." The  man  of  God  at  once  divined  his 
thoughts  and  said  to  him:  "Go,  do  all  that  is  in 
thine  heart;  for  the  Lord  is  with  thee."  This  was 
certainly  a  very  precious  promise,  coming  from  one 
in  whom  he  imposed  so  much  trust, — yet  neither  he 
nor  David,  as  yet,  knew  the  mind  of  God  as  to  this 
thing  which  David  desired  to  do.  The  desire,  the 
purpose,  was  all  right,  lie  meant  it  well  in  his 
heart, — and,  no  doubt,  his  purpose  was  to  carry  it 
out.  And  so  he  honored  God,  even  in  the  purpose 
of  his  heart.  After  this  follows  the  promise,  which, 
though  it  was  not  for  him  to  fulfill,  brought  joy  and 
gladness  to  his  heart.  His  purpose  was  to  be  car- 
ried out  in  the  person  of  his  Son.  It  was  enough 
for  him  to  know  that  his  people  would  become 
established,  that  a  house  for  the  Ark  would  be  built 
and  that  his  God  would  have  a  home  among  them. 
As  I  think  over  this  wonderful  promise,  I  hear  him 
say,  as  he  afterwards  said:  "I  am  satisfied." 
Though  the  desire  of  his  heart  would  not  be 
granted  until  after  he  had  fallen  asleep,  yet  he 
knew  that  it  would  come,— and,  slill  more,  through 
his  Son.  Read  his  psalm  of  praise,  as  found  in  the 
latter  part  of  this  chapter. 

Now  for  the  lesson  to  us!     What  is  it? 

1.  Let  the  Lord  be  first  in  our  hearts.  When  we 
sacrifice,  let  it  be  of  the  best  that  he  has  given  us. 
Give  him  our  best  and  earliest  years, — our  best 
thoughts,  our  best  efforts  and  the  fruitage  of  our 
best  talents. 

2.  When  we  build  us  houses  of  cedar,— fine  hous- 
es— pleasant  houses, — let  us  not  build  for  the 
Lord  church  houses  out  of  rough  boards  that, 
when  compared  with  our  own  homes,  they  look 
like  barns  and  stables.  If  sin  and  the  devil  caused 
Christ  to  be  born  in  a  stable,  that  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  build  stables  for  him  now.  We 
never  have  been  able  to  see  why  we  should 
live  in  better  or  finer  houses  than  we  build  for 
the  Lord, — for  his  services  and  indwelling.  As 
long  as  dilapidated,  unpainted,  weatherboarded 
houses,  furnished  with  break-back  benches  are 
good  enough  for  us  to  live  in,  the  Lord  may  excuse 
us  from  building  for  him  cedar  houses,  but  as  our 
desires  grow,  for  taste  and  comfort  for  ourselves,  in 
our  homes,  there  ought  to  be  a  relative  growing  in 
the  same  direction  when  we  build  for  the  Lord. 
Do  you  see  the  lesson?     If  not,  look  again. 

H.  B.  B. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

FIRST   YKAlt. 

"Crisis  ol  Missions."  cloth,  fr.o*;  pnper 34  c 

"  Life  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  i7  cents;  paper ic  c 

"  Our  Country,"  cloth,  ss  cents;  paper an  c 

"Nonsuch  Professor."  cloth 83 

HKVONV    VEAU. 

"  Miracles  of  Missions."  cloth.  8<  cents:  pnper 34  c 

"  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  27  cents,  pnper 1$  c 

"  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea."  cloth 70  c 

"The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching."  cloth 65  C 

TlllltM*    I  r:  1    ., 

"  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth 

"Life  of  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth 70  d 

"  Do  Not  Say."  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles."  ch,  13-28 to  c 

"In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth.  68 cents;  paper 33  c 

tar-Prices,  as  given  above,  arc  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  ( 


Com 


Kba 


H.— W.  B.  Stover.  Bills; 
India;  H.  M.  Barwlck.  West  Alexandria.  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover.  Wayn; 
boro,  Pa„  Edith  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  J,  M,  Nell,  Frultdalc,  A 
Officers  of  Rhading  Cikclb.— President.  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar.  In; 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Wnynesboro.  Pa,;  Secretary.  Edith  R.  Ne 
comer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,— to  whom  all  Communications  concerning  t 
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membered  at  home  and  abroad,  and  earnest  peti- 
tions ascend  in  their  behalf.  Who  will  say  they  do 
not  receive  blessings  from  God  because  of  the  Sun- 
day school  altar? 

Again;  we  notice  the  aid  that  comes  to  the  work 
from  systematic  Bible  study  as  we  have  it  in  the 
Sunday  school.  We  cannot  be  active  workers  in 
Sunday  school  without  studying  mission?,  for  the 
the  world's  great  book  of  missions, 
jntinued  study  from  this 
live  for  that  which  is  true 
in  the  Bible  we 
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So  with  us.  As  we  advance  in  spirituality  there  ■ 
felt  the  need  of  something  beyond  the  earth  >  'S 
us  peace.     It  is  found  in  Christ.     He,  and  H  e 

is  this  satisfaction  of  the  soul.     But  before  «   ""^ 
can   appreciate   His  value,   it   must   be 
thirst. 
Florin,  Pa. 


taught 


ATTENDANCE  TO  READING. 


origin. 


the 


from  the  time 
le  of  the  greatest 
sd  the  work  and 
s    sent   it    down 


THE  SABBATH  SCHOOL  AS  A  MISSIONARY  FACTOR. 

BY   SUSIE    FORNEY. 

Kverv  great  and  good  cause  that  has  succeeded 
owes  its  success  to  minor  organizations  or  institu- 
tions. This  will  be  found  true 'whether  applied  to 
the  commercial  world,  educational  work,  or  relig- 
ious movements.  However  much  an  organized 
body  may  have  succeeded,  however  high  it  may 
stand  on  the  ladder  of  fame,  it  cannot  look  down 
on  the  enterprises  around  it  and  say,  "  I  need  you 
not.  I  have  succeeded  myself  and  can  stand 
alone." 

It  is,  therefore,  true  that  every  organized  body, 
however  limited  its  range,  which  has  a  purpose 
high  and  noble,  is  an  inspiration,  an  encourage- 
ment, and  a  support  to  the  greater  institutions,— 
greater  because,  from  the  nature  of  their  organiza- 
tion, they  are  prepared  to  reach  out  and  come  in 
touch  with  and  benefit  the  masses. 

We  speak  of  other  organized  bodies  as  minor- 
minor  because  local,  but  great  because  good;  for 
every  good  cause  is  a  great  one  in  the  estimation  of 
God.  We  look  upon  the  missionary  cause  of  the 
church  to-day  as  an  organization  prepared  to  reach 
out  and  accomplish  a  great  work,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  unable  to  perform  the  work  independent  of 
every  other  body. 

There  must  be  a  united  effort  in  the  local  church, 
in  the  Sunday  school,  in  order  to  accomplish  what 
we  should,— what  we  could. 

It  is  our  purpose  at  this  time  to  notice  briefly  the 
Sunday  school   as  one   of  the  factors 
work. 

We  notice  first  the  support  received  from  the 
Sunday  school  financially.  Without  this  aid  but 
little  can  be  accomplished  in  the  work.  The 
amount  appropriated  to  the  cause  from  the  weekly 
collection  is  not  to  be  despised.  It  is  sufficiently 
large  to  relieve  the  physical  needs  of  many  workers 
who  are  giving  all  their  time  to  this  noble  cause. 
But  we  look  a  little  farther  and  we  see  another  ben- 
efit arising  from  this  source.  We  refer  to  the  train- 
ing the  children  receive  from  the  practice  of  regu- 
lar, weekly  giving. 

They  who  are  children  to-day  and  cheerfully  give 
their  pennies  will  be  the  men  and  women  of  the  fu- 
ture who  will  then  just  as  willingly  give  their  dol- 
lars. 

While  financial  aid  is  very  important,  the  mis- 
sionary is  in  need  of  something  which  the  Sunday 
school  can  give,  besides  the  cold  dollars  that  come 
to  him,  that  furnish  his  food  and  clothing.  He 
needs  kind  encouragement,  warm-hearted  sympa- 
thy, and  O  how  much  he  needs  the  prayers  of  his 
brethren  and  sisters!  We  remember  and  pray  for 
those  in  whom  we  are  interested,  and  the  Sunday 
school  becomes  interested  in  whatever  mission  field 
her  means  have  been  applied. 

As  the  morning  incense  arises  from  the  Sunday 
school  altar,  week  after  week,  the  workers  are  re- 
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the  Lord. 

We  note  their  zeal  and  earnestness, — their  will- 
ingness to  give  up  life  itself  for  the  cause  so  dear 
to  them.  Is  it  possible  for  the  teacher  to  study 
these  subjects  carefully  and  prayerfully  from  week 
to  week  and  yet  have  no  desire  in  his  heart  to  lead 
souls  to  the  true  Ight?  No.  If  he  has  the  interest 
of  his  class  truly  at  heart,  he  will  not  confine  his  in 
terest  within  the  narrow  limits  of  his  class,  for  a  true 
concern  for  a  few  souls  means  a  concern  tor  all. 

The  teacher  is  not  doing  his  duty  who  does  not 
lead  his  class  to  see  that  they  owe  something  to 
their  fellow-men,— that  they  are  their  "  brother's 
keeper."  We  might  truly  call  the  Sunday  school  a 
training  school  for  missionaries,  for  is  it  not  true 
that  the  missionaries  of  the  future  will  come  from 
the  Sunday  schools  of  to-day?  Brother,  sister, 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  school,  are  you  training 
these  young  minds  for  the  future,— for  God? 

Would  to  God  that  every  teacher  in  our  land 
would  realize  the  importance  of  the  charge  com- 
mitted to  his  trust!  The  result  of  this  realization 
would  be  felt  in  the  Sunday  school,  the  church,  the 
world. 

Pine  Creek,  III. 


BY   ROSIE   S.    MYERS. 
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DRAWING  WATER  FROM  THE  ROCK. 


One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  disciplinary  deal- 
ing of  our  Heavenly  Father  is  to  awaken  within  us 
the  sense  of  need,  for  we  cannot  be  benefited  by 
any  gift  until  we  deeply  appreciate  its  value;  and 
our  insufficiency  without  it. 

In  passing  over  the  sun-smitten  wastes  of  Arabia 
on  their  journey  to  Canaan,  the  Israelites  suffered 
intolerably  from  want  of  water.  When  they 
reached  Rephidim,  their  sufferings  became  so  great 
that  they  cried  out  against  Moses.  "  And  the  peo- 
ple thirsted  there  for  water;  and  the  people  mur- 
mured against  Moses,  and  said,  Wherefore  is  this 
thou  hast  brought  us  up  out  of  Egypt,  to  kill  us  and 
our  children  and  our  cattle  with  thirst?  "  Ex.  17: 
3.  H  was  then,  in  accordance  with  the  instruction 
of  God  that  Moses  struck  the  rock  in  Horeb,  and,  in 
answer  to  the  blow,  the  rock  opened  and  a  stream 
of  cool,  clear  water  gushed  out. 

This  miracle  was  performed  not  only  to  satisfy 
natural  thirst  but  to  teach  the  people  that  the  God 
who  was  leading  them  was  indeed  the  Lord  and  Rul- 
er of  the  whole  earth,— that  all  blessings,  even  the 
necessities  of  life,  come  from  his  hand,  and  that  He 
can,  even  under  adverse  circumstances,  satisfy 
the  needs  of  His  people.  Nothing  was  more  con- 
trary to  reason  than  to  expect  to  find  an  abundance 
of  water  in  the  wilderness  except  from  the  expecta- 
tion of  seeing  water  gush  from  a  rock.  Of  all 
things  in  the  world  a  rock  is  the  most  destitute  of 
--^sture,  or  of  any  life-giving  property.  Our 
ly  Father  endeavors  to  teach  us  our  need  of 
lites 
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Him.    Water  was  what  the  uneducated  Isra 
felt  the  need  of,  but  deeper  than  the  want  of  >...._ 
they   were   conscious,   was   the   need  of  One   who 
could  satisfy  the  desires  of  their  soul,— the  Lord. 


:nt    their    limited    er. 
They  say,  their  opportunities  were  so  far  bZTlu 
advantages  of  the  youths  of  our  land  now 

While  no  one  denies  this  fact,  yet  it  would  be  well 
for  those  who  have  passed  the  meridian  of  life T 
consider  whether  we  have  been  and  still  are  tab- 
advantage  of  all  our  privilege,  for  the  cultivation 
of  our  minds  since  leaving  school. 

The  child  who  goes  to  school  six  months  i„  ,he 
year,  and  then  stores  his  books  away,  and  neglect 

0  review  his  studies,  is  likely  to  become  rusty  a„rf 
forget  a  good  portion  of  what  he  learned  until  Z 
opening  of  the  next  school  term.  So  it  is  with 
those  whose  school  course  is  completed.  Unless 
by  application  they  practice  the  knowledge  painJ 
on  the  different  subjects,  it  will,  to  a  certfin"  extent 
leave  them.  By  making  use  of  their  spare  n,  ' 
mental  and  time  that  is  sometimes  spent  to  no 
profit,  they  can  keep  what  they  have  learned,  and 
add  a  little  daily  to  thei.  storehouses  of  knowledge 

Education  consists  not  only  in  what  is  learned  in 
the  text-books  at  the  different  institutions  of  learn- 
ing Some  of  the  leading  men  of  our  country  spent 
little  or  no  time  at  a  college  or  university,  but  by 
reading  and  close  observalion  they  qualified  them- 
selves for  important  positions  in  life.  These  how 
ever,  are  none  of  that  class  who  spent  six  evenings  of 
the  week  for  a  score  or  two  years,  loafing  at  the  vil- 
age  shop  or  store,  engaging  in  games,  smoking  and 
istening  to  the  idle  gossip  of  the  day.  And  yet 
these  killers  of  time  are  the  most  loud  in  their  com- 
plaints of  their  meager  opportunities.  It  takes> 
very  httle  knowledge  of  arithmetic  to  cir*™  «,-' 
how  many  precious  hours  are  thus  worse  than" 
wasted,  even  in  one  year.  If  they  had  been  util- 
ized in  reading  some  good  books  or  papers, 
those  individuals  would  have  been  so  much  better 
fitted  for  their  every-day  duties. 

"Give  attendance  to  reading."  The  inspired 
Apostle,  the  author  of  this  language,  although  he 
directly  addressed  Timothy,  a  young  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  indirectly  includes  all  succeeding  gen- 
erations in  this  imperative  command.  It  means  the 
sisters  as  well  as  the  brethren— the  old  as  well  as 
the  young.  Paul  had  a  liberal  education,  and  it  be- 
came a  power  to  him  for  doing  good,  when  he  ac- 
cepted Christianity  and  was  called  of  God  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  Realizing  the  advantage  that  it  af- 
forded him  in  his  great  work,  he  desired  Timothy  to 
give  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  mind, 
and  study  to  become  a  workman  approved  of  God. 
This  he  could  do  without  attending  a  theological 
school  or  university,  but  not  without  applying  him- 
self. We  do  not  understand  Paul  to  mean  that  he 
should  confine  his  reading  altogether  to  the  sacred 
writings,  for  he  had  "  known  the  Holy  Scriptures 
from  his  youth,"  but  he  would  have  him  read  other 
pure  literature  that  would  open  channels  for  further 
culture  and  infuse  his  mind  with  noble  thoughts. 

John  Milton,  one  of  the  greatest  of  English  poets 
said,  "A  good  book  is  the  precious  life-blood  of  a 
martyr  spirit,  embalmed  and  treasured  up  on  pur- 
pose to  a  life  beyond  life." 

1  hope  that  all,  and  especially  our  young  people, 
may  cultivate  more  taste  for  reading,— not  for  the 
trashy  matter  that  floods  the  land,  but  a  desire  for 
solid  literature.  The  knowledge  thus  gained  will 
be  an  invaluable  possession  to  any  one.  Especially 
should  ministers  and  Sunday  school  teachers  give 
more  attention  to  this  subject,  for  it  is  expected, 
and  it  is  important,  that  those  who  teach,  be  in  ad- 
vance of  those  that  they  undertake  to  instruct. 

New  Etderprise,  Pa. 


•J 


July  n 


1856. 


THE    GOSPEL    ZMZZESSDEnSTG-IEIR,. 


439 


General  Missionary  e  Tract  Department 


Committee:— 

E.  Eby.  Chairman Booth  Kansas. 

D.  L.  Miller,  Vice-Chalrman  and  Treasurer,  .   .  Mount  Morris,  III. 

S.  F.  Sanger Bridgewatcr,  Va. 

5.  R.  Zug -. Mastersonville,  Pa. 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 


«  intend 

rfioranyoflh. 

missions 

nn- 

nncctcd  therew 

ris,  IU.    (Galen  B.  Royer,  Se 

cretaqr.) 

BUILDING  MONUMENTS. 


SELECTED 


,  WOLGEMUTH. 


Through  lite  we  build 

Of  honor,  and  perhaps  of  fame; 
The  little  and  the  great  events 

Are  blocks  of  glory  or  of  shame, 
The  modest,  bumble  and  obscure, 

Living  unnoticed  and  unknown, 
May  raise  a  shaft  that  will  endure 

Longer  than  pyramids  of  stone. 
The  carven  statue  turns  to  dust, 

And  marble  obelisks  decay, 
But  deeds  of  pity,  faith  and  trust 

No  storm  of  fate  can  sweep  away. 
Their  base  stands  on  the  rock  of  right, 

Their  apex  reaches  to  the  skies; 
They  glow  with  the  increasing  light 

Of  all  the  circling  centuries. 
Our  building  must  be  good  or  bad, 

:,  in  deeds  we  do, 


hen 


On 


In  works  we  speak 
The  shaft  that  sho 
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How  do  we  build,- 

For  hours  and  d 
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The  hand  that  lifts  the  fallen  up, 

That  heals  a  heart  or  binds  a  woun 
That  gives  the  needed  crust  and  cup, 

Is  building  upon  solid  ground. 
Is  there  a  block  of  stainless  white 

Within  the  monumental  wall 
On  which  the  sculptured  skill  can  wr 

"  He  builded  well,  so  should  we  all 

Florin,  Pa.  

THE  WICKED  SERVANT. 


mouth  will  I  judge  thee,  thou  < 


our  transgressions  are 
made  visible.  But  our  omitted  sins  are  often  in- 
visible, not  because  of  their  insignificance,  but  be- 
cause we  have  blunted  our  conscience  by  follow- 
ing the  footsteps  of  our  forefathers  rather  than  the 
Word  of  God. 

Let  us  continue  to  awaken  on  this  line  of  obedi- 
ence and  activity,  and  may  the  day  be  hastened 
when  slsthfulness  and  prejudice  will  be  banished 
from  our  people. 

Wins,  Va. 

"  hand-picked." 

BY  C.  E.  ARNOLD. 

It  was  said  of  a  certain  revival  meeting  that 
most  of  the  converts  were  "  hand-picked."  I  am 
impressed  that  we  gather  too  little  of  the  Lord's 
fruit  by  this  method.  The  best  and  nicest  fruit 
is  usually  hand-picked.  That  which  is  shaken 
down  is  liable  to  be  bruised  and  damaged.  Also; 
the  "  wind-falls  "  are  usually  put  upon  the  market 
at  a  much  smaller  price  than  the  finer,  hand-picked 
fruit. 

In  our  series  of  meetings  the  evangelistic  broth- 
er does  some  noble  and  vigorous  shaking,  and  this 
method  nearly  always  brings  down  some  fruit. 
But  much  excellent  fruit  might  be  gathered  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  by  using  the  hand-picking  process. 
The  best  and  most  successful  work  is  individual, 
personal  work.  When  I  decided  to  unite  with  the 
church,  I  asked  two  of  my  associates  to  go  into 
the  kingdom  with  me.  Both  did  so.  Both  had 
had  the  same  experience  as  myself, — had  felt  seri- 
ously the  desire  for  a  better  life.  Many  fervent 
public  appeals  from  the  ministry  had  proved  in- 
effectual, but  the  hand-picking  process  was  at  once 
successful. 

Jesus  was  a  personal  worker  as  well  as  a  public 


subject  for  himself.  I,  for  one.  have  concluded  to 
do  that,  not  so  much  for  my  own  benefit  as  that 
I  may  be  able  to  give  a  good  and  sufficient  reason 
to  those  who  are  unsettled  on  the  matter. 

According  to  statements  made  at  Annual  Meet- 
ing, it  is  creeping  into  the  church.  If  it  is  wrong 
it  ought  to  be  checked  and  we  be  able  to  give  good 
reasons  for  it.  If  it  is  not  wrong,  but  stands  on 
an  equal  footing  with  fire  insurance,  our  present 
decision  should  be  somewhat  modified.  The  rea- 
sons for  and  against  life  insurance,  as  at  present 
conducted,  have  never  been  given  in  the  Confer- 
ence, and  I,  for  one,  would  like  to  have  them  in  a 
tangible  form. 

Therefore  I  have  concluded,  by  consent  of  the 
editor,  to  ask  every  one  who  feels  interested  suf- 
ficiently, to  write  me  his  arguments  for  and 
against  "  Life  Insurance."  I  shall  then  attempt  to 
collect  the  arguments  without  prejudice  or  favor 
and  put  them  in  such  a  form  that  all  who  are  in- 
terested may  see  both  sides  of  the  question. 
McPherson,  Kans. 
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In  considering  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  wicked 
servant,  we  are  made  to  fear  that  such  an  infirmity 
may  exist  among  us  as  Christ's  disciples. 

We  never  feel  so  faithful  as  to  merit  God's 
blessings,  neither  do  we  feel  so  strong  as  to  judge 
our  brother,  but  we  do  have  the  ability  to 
some  of  our  own  mistakes.  The  unfaithful  servant 
received  his  pound  but  excused  himself  by  saying, 
"  I  feared  thee,  because  thou  art  an  austere  man  " 
So  have  we  been  given  a  talent  by  our  Creator, 
though  our  state  be  ever  so  lowly.  The  command 
has  long  since  been  given  us,  to  work  in  the  Lord's 
vineyard.  What  excuse  can  we  make?  We  can- 
not say  that  the  Master  of  the  vineyard  is  a  hard 
ruler,  that  he  takes  up  that  which  he  laid  not 
down,  or  reaps  where  he  has  not  sown.  Where, 
then,  is  he  that  can  justify  himself  for  not  improv- 
ing his  God-given  power? 

We  have,  in  many  communities,  children  who 
are  hungering  for  the  Bread  of  Life,— children 
who  need  to  be  brought  up  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord.  Not  only  do  these  con- 
ditions of  humanity  exist,  but  millions  of  God's 
children,  by  creation,  who  were  placed  in  the 
■vorld  to  glorify  God,  are  coming  short  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  created,  because  they 
know  not  his  commandments.  At  the  same  time 
brethren  are  standing  with  folded  hands,  barred 
out  from  the  invisible  but  existing  treasures  of 
God's  mercy. 

We  generally  apply  the  term 
those  who  transgress  God's  law 
remember  that  the  servant's  sin  was  a  sin  of  omis- 
sion, yet  he  was  called  by  his  Master  a  wicked 
servant.  If  we  could  vividly  see  our  slothfulness 
as  wickedness,  we  would  surely  awake  from  our 
slumbers  in   sin.     Our  conscience   is  acute    when 
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What  makes  personal  work  effective?  The  fact 
that  it  is  personal.  If  you  want  something  done, 
aim  at  something  definite.  The  sportsman  who 
fires  at  random  into  a  flock  of  birds,  is  almost  cer- 
tain to  hit  none.  Mr.  Moody  once  said  if  he  had 
a  dozen  jugs  to  fill  with  a  hose,  he  would  not 
sprinkle  the  water  at  once  over  the  mouths  of  the 
whole  group.  He  would  put  the  hose  to  the 
mouth  of  each  jug  in  turn,  and  thus  fill  it.  It 
would  be  well  to  use  the  same  wisdom  in  our  Chris- 
tian work. 

I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  selling 
books,  etc.  I  always  made  it  a  point  not  to  can- 
vass a  group  of  men.  A  description  to  a  group 
of  men  seems  to  be  intended  for  no  one  in  par- 
ticular. Give  me  separately  each  man  of  the 
group,  and  my  chances  for  successful  canvassing 
are  increased  many  fold. 

These  illustrations  disclose 
applies  to  religious  as  well  i 
The  work  of  the  ministry  si 
with  personal  work,  by  the  m 
secrated    workers.      The    lay 

help  the  ministry.  Sunday  school  teachers  should 
follow  up  their  teaching  with  personal  work.  All 
work.— to  be  effective,— must  aim  at  some  definite 
result. — must    im  at  something,  at  somebody. 

McPherson,  Kans. 
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LIFE  INSURANCE. 


Ctks.  question  of  investigating  the  subject  of 
life  insurance  was  quite  earnestly  discussed  at 
last  Annual  Meeting,  and,  although  the  meeting 
did  not  deem  it  best  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  question,  it  was  argued,  and  prop- 
erly too,  that  each  person  should  investigate  the 


WAS  IT  ALL  TAUGHT? 


My  father  was  not  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Gospel,  as  believed  and  practiced  by  the  Brethren 
church,  but,  by  the  teachings  of  her  faithful  min- 
isters, he  was  led  to  adopt  the  faith.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  but,  by  the  teach- 
ing he  received  from  the  church,  he  was  led  to 
abandon  the  lodge. 

At  the  time  of  the  following  occurrence  I  was 
but  a  boy.  One  day,  when  in  the  field,  he  asked 
me  to  sit  down  beside  him.  He  drew  a  letter 
from  his  pocket,  sent  by  the  Masonic  Lodge  and 
gave  it  to  me  to  read.  It  set  forth  the  obligations 
lodge.  Among  the  things 
m  old  and  you  are  young, 
d  what  I  never  want  you  to 
1  any  secret  order  as  long 
to  tell  all  he  said  to  me  in 
mbers  of  that  lodge  would 
s  for  untruthfulness. 
;  things,  however,  that  were  not 
by  the  church  that  would  have 
been  received  as  willingly  as  he  received  what  he 
was  taught,  and  that  was  the  duty  and  blessing  of 
giving.  I  never  knew  him  to  be  called  upon  to 
give  of  his  substance  for  charitable  purposes  but 
ponded  to  the  call.  He  was  taught 
■ior  told  Peter  to  feed  the  flock,  but 
r  them.  The  teachings  of  2  Cor.  II: 
5-9;  Gal.  10:  11,  12  and  1  Cor.  9:7-15  were  not 
preached  on  at  that  time.  While  these  faithful 
ministers  were  as  anxious  for  the  conversion  of 
the  world  as  any  are  now,  they  were  laboring  to 
do  themselves  what  the  Lord  designed  the  ehurcli  to 
help  them  do.  My  father  was  a  plain  man  and 
opposed  to  superfluities,  so  much  so  that  he  gave 
directions  regarding  his  burial,— a  shroud,  plain 
coffin,  no  hearse,  and  a  plain  stone  to  be  put  at 
his  grave,  but  I  lived  to  see  hundreds  of  dollars, 
that  he  had  accumulated  by  hard  labor,  spent  in 
luxuries  and  pride,  in  ways  that  he  was  bitterly 
opposed  to,  that  might  have  gone  into  the  Lord's 
treasury  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  the  Gospel, 
had  he  been  taught  to  place  it  there.  Is  my  fa- 
ther an  exception,  or  have  you  seen  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  other  fathers  in  Israel,  of  our  own  beloved 
Fraternity,  spent  in  like  manner?  Better  give  a 
portion  to  the  Lord  while  you  may. 
Deep  River,  Iowa. 
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"  It  appears  that  something  besides  climate  is 
concerned  in  making  of  West  Africa  a  graveyard 
for  missionaries.  One  who  has  suffered  there 
writes:  '  It  is  said  so  many  die.'  And  why  do 
they  die?  Simply  because  the  niggardly  giving  of 
Christian  people  compels  them  to  do  and  risk 
what  no  human  being  can  endure  in  any  climate. 
One  man  is  left  with  work  that  at  home  would 
employ  ten,  and  then,  if  the  Lord  doesn't  work  a 
miracle  to  keep  him  alive,  it  is  attributed  to  "  the 
dreadful  African  climate."  '" 
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Bro.  Geo.  W.  Stoudcr  at  this  office. 


Bro.  E.  S.  Young  and  wife  were  with  us  over 
last  Sunday.  Bro.  Young  preached  tor  us  at  the 
Silver  Creek  house  Sunday  morning. 


On  remitting  Si  1.75  for  Sunday  school  supplies. 
Bro.  C.  H.  Balsbaugh  says,  "  Quarterlies  are  still 
improving;  still  there  is  room  for  more  Bible  and 
more  suggestive  references,  etc." 

Bko.  J.  G.  Rover,  on  account  of  ill  health,  could 
not  complete  his  series  of  meetings  at  West 
Branch,  so  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  took  up  the  work, 
did  some  most  acceptable  preaching,  closing  last 
Sunday  evening.     There  were  two  accessions. 


Bro.  Jas.  H.  Larkins,  of  Carlisle,  Ark.,  writes 
that  he  and  his  wife  have  distributed  thousands  of 
copies  of  the  Messenger  in  that  State.  He  says 
the  people  come  to  his  house  for  copies,  and  he  is 
thankful  that  he  can  hand  out  the  old  Gospel  to 
them. 

Our  aim  is  to  insert  fall  love  feast  announce- 
ments one  time,  when  received  early,  and  not  place 
them  among  the  standing  announcements  until 
about  six  weeks  before  the  time  named  for  the 
feast.  Announcements  of  Ministerial  Meetings 
are  given  but  the  one  time. 


A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Silver  Creek 
church,  at  this  place,  spent  the  Fourth  in  a  coun- 
cil-meeting, which  was  held  in  the  large  stone 
house  in  the  country.  Brethren  Edmund  Forney 
and  I.  Bennett  Trout  were  with  us.  Bro.  Simon 
E.  Yundt  was  ordained  to  the  eldership. 

The  members  of  the  South  Waterloo  church, 
Iowa,  know  how  to  push  their  work  on  their  farm 
and  find  time  to  attend  meeting  each  evening 
too.  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  has  just  closed  a  series 
of  meetings  in  that  church  with  twelve  acces- 
sions. This  is  ano'her  proof  that  the  best  of 
meetings  may  be  held  in  the  summer  months. 
Let  other  churches  take  courage  and  hold  a  series 
of  meetings  before  the  cold  weather  sets  in! 


The 


»ho  thinks  that  no  one  will  be  saved 
save  those  belonging  to  the  church  of  which  he 
is  a  member,  and  then  gives  but  little  or  nothing 
for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  has  a  poor  way 
of  showing  his  faith  by  his  works.  The  man  hold- 
ing such  an  opinion  ought  to  be  the  most  enthu- 
siastic missionary  worker  in  this  community,  and 
if  he  is  not,  there  is  something  out  of  adjustment 
about  him  or  his  theory.  Let  each  reader  exam- 
ine himself  along  this  line! 


A  most  encouraging  summer  meeting  is  reported 
at  Lewiston,  Minn.,  where  Bro.  Harvey  Eiken- 
berry  delivered  a  number  of  interesting  discourses 
and  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  thirteen  come  to 
Christ.  A  baptism  in  midsummer,  where  the 
water  is  inviting,  and  all  nature  seems  to  rejoice, 
is  one  of  the  most  delightful  of  scene*. 

Bro.  Wm.  C.  Hipes  closed  his  series  of  meetings 
in  the  Pleasant  Prairie  church,  Iowa,  with  nine- 
teen accessions,  making  not  less  than  fifty  addi- 
tions reported  in  this  issue.  The  report  is  cer- 
tainly encouraging  for  the  busy  season,  and  shows 
that  some  of  our  preachers,  at  least,  are  not  out 
on  a  vacation.     Let  us  have  more  work  and  less 

vacation!  

f  One  of  our  correspondents  emphasizes  the  im- 
portance of  commencing  the  Communion  services 
early  enough  so  as  not  to  extend  the  exercises 
too  far  into  the  night.  There  are  several  reasons 
why  this  suggestion  should  be  heeded.  Our  last 
feast,  here  in  the  Silver  Creek  church,  commenced 
at  six  in  the  evening  and  closed  at  eight,  just  as 
beginning  to  get  dark.  This  enabled  most 
of  the  people  to  reach  their  homes  by  9  o'clock, 
and  proved  very  satisfactory  to  the  aged,  feeble, 
and  mothers  having  the  care  of  children.  The 
Lord's  Supper  being  a  supper,  may  be  eaten  at  sup- 
per time,  and  where  this  is  done  the  services  can  be 
made  much  more  edifying  for  most  of  the  mem- 
bers present. 

Bro.  G.  L.  McDonaugh,  of  Lordsburg,  Cal., 
made  us  a  very  pleasant  visit  last  week.  Bro.  Mc- 
Donaugh is  well  and  favorably  known  to  many  of 
our  people.  For  more  than  thirteen  years  he  was 
with  the  Santa  Fe  R  R.  Co.  He  assisted  us  great- 
ly in  securing  low  rates  to  our  Conferences  and  our 
Brethren  will  not  soon  forget  his  genial  face  and 
manner.  He  informs  us  that  he  has  accepted  a  po- 
sition as  Traveling  Passenger  Agent  for  the  Great 
Northern  Railway.  His  headquarters  will  be  in 
Philadelphia,  and  he  will  travel  through  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  and  Virginia.  He  left  here  to  visit 
the  Brethren  in  North  Dakota  and  make  a  careful 
study  of  the  country  and  its  claims  and  resources. 
If  he  finds  it  favorable  he  will  assist  Mr.  Bass  in 
colonizing  the  government  lands  in  the  Red  River 
Valley,  and  the  Northwest.  He  should  now  be  ad- 
sed  as  Traveling  Passenger  Agent  Great  North- 
Railway,  42  South  Third  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


One  of  our  correspondents  wishes  to  know 
whether  the  eighteenth  chapter  of  Matthew  has 
been  dropped.  He  adds  that  it  might  as  well  be, 
so  far  as  his  neighborhood  is  concerned,  for  it  is 
not  heeded  in  the  least.  Possibly  other  neighbor- 
hoods are  in  the  same  unfortunate  condition.  We 
suggest  to  the  brother,  and  all  others  of  like  pre- 
cious faith  and  zeal,  that  they  communicate  their 
earnest  convictions  to  their  ministers,  and  urge 
them  to  do  some  most  earnest  preaching  concern- 
ing the  meaning  of  Matt.  18,  and  the  manner  of 
carrying  out  its  instructions.  Those  who  under- 
stand the  Scriptures  and  are  especially  impressed 
by  important  truths,  should  not  fail  to  communi- 
cate with  those  who  teach,  in  a  manner  that  will 
prompt  them  to  preach  more  earnestly  about  some 
neglected  duties.  The  reason  why  Matt.  18  is  so 
little  heeded  by  even  our  own  people,  is  because 
the  members  seldom  hear  a  sermon  based  upon 
that  part  of  the  Sacred  Word.  How  many  mem- 
bers have  ever  heard  a  sermon  on  this  chapter? 
And,  on  the  other  hand,  how  few  are  the  ministers 
who  have  taken  the  chapter,  or  any  part  of  it,  for  a 
text? 

CHIMNEY  CORNER  MUSINQS. 

This  may  seem  to  be  an  uuseasonable  sub- 
ject for  thought  when  the  thermometer  is  sup- 
posed to  be  posing  up  among  the  eighties,  but 
the  day  has  been  somewhat  gloomy  because  of 
the  overhanging  clouds,  the  pattering  of  the  rain- 
drops and  the  consequent  chilliness  of  the  air.  As 
we  sat  in  our  library,  trying  to  think,  there  was 
an   air   of  discomfort,  seemingly,   all   around,  be- 


ought  came 
"ey  corner   anr 


umney 


cause   of  the   prevailing  chill.     There    are    ti 
when   you   can   do   no   consecutive    thinking,  a 
this  was  one  of  those  times.     So  the 
Why   not  build  a  fire   in  the  chii 
warm  up? 

With  thought  came  the  action,  and  soon 
were  facing  a  b'azing  fire,  and  the  musing  cam 
without  an  effort.  The  fact  is,  it  would  have 
quired  an  effort  to  have  restrained  them.  Did 
you  ever  watch  a  wood  fire  burning,  blazing  and 
consuming  without  being  set  to  thinking?  It  is 
not  consumed  as  was  the  burning  bush,  but 
the  flames  and  sparks  fly  upward,  so  the  bulk 
passes  away.  Job  must  have  had  his  cl 
corner  musings  when  he  was  made  to  say, 
is  born  unto  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upward " 
It  may  have  been  cloudy  and  chilly.  It  does  not 
follow,  of  course,  that  men  don't  have  such  thoughts 
when  the  sun  shines,  but  they  are  not  developed 
loud  enough  to  take  on  expression.  A  thought 
unexpressed,  as  far  as  the  outside  world  is  con- 
cerned, is  the  same  as  if  never  made,  and  the 
world  would  enjoy  more  sunshine  to-day  had 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  thoughts  been  still- 
born, or  had  they  passed  into  obliv'on  as  the 
sparks  that  fly  upward.  Many  of  us  think  too 
loud,  especially  during  cloudy  and  chilly  weather. 
Yes,  we  were  just  thinking,— the  sparks!  How 
they  do  fly!  Only  for  the  moment,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  the  eye,  and  they  are  gone.  Do  our 
thoughts  perish  as  the  sparks  that  fly,  fade  and 
pass  away?    They  may,  and  they  may  not. 

Thought  power  is  a  development.  David  said: 
"While  I  mused  the  fire  burned."  Not  in  the 
chimney  corner,  or  on  the  hearthstone,  but  in  his 
soul.  If  our  thoughts  kindle  into  a  glow  and 
commence  burning,  soul  power  will  be  increased 
and  our  life  work  grow  the  larger  by  it.  We  all 
need  our  hours  for  thinking,  just  as  much  as  our 
food  we  eat  needs  time  for  digesting.  Life  and 
our  time  for  growth  and  work  is  short,  and  too  ^3J 
much  of  it  is  taken  in  feeding  and  cranimintr 
More  chimney  corner  sittings, — more  time  for  mus- 
ing! 

But  as  we  sit  here  another  train  of  thought  is 
awakened.  As  like  produces  like,  so  like  condi- 
tions bring  to  us  the  likes  of  the  past.  Home 
brings  to  us  fond  recollections,  but  the  push  and 
rush  in  life,  with  its  dissimilar  scenes,  crowd  them 
away  from  us.  But  as  we  go  to  the  place  we 
once  called  home  and  mingle  with  the  objects  that 
surrounded  us  in  our  home  days,  how  the  scenes 
of  the  home  life  crowd  in  upon  us!  So  they  come 
to  us  now.  But  how  changed!  As  the  sparks  fly 
upward  and  as  the  fire  blazes  and  consumes,  so 
things  and  scenes  in  life  come  and  go. 

One  evening  there  were  six  of  us,  the  autumn 
frosts  had  seared  the  leaves,  the  balmy  days  of  the 
gathering  in  had  given  way  to  the  cooler  evenings 
when,  to  keep  warm,  we  huddled  around  the  blaz- 
ing fire  on  the  home  hearthstone.  Mother  was 
busy,  preparing  the  evening  meal,  while  father, 
with  kindly  cunning,  took  care  of  the  boys.  So 
there  was,  on  this  special  evening,  an  unusual 
flow  of  fun  and  good  will, — it  was  Christmas 
eve,— and  the  thoughts  were,— if  not  the  words,— 
about  the  happenings  of  the  coming  night,  and 
what  would  be  in  the  morning.  These  occa- 
sions come  only  once  a  year  and  are  not  oft  re- 
peated. But  of  their  fullness  the  pen  proves 
speechless  to  tell,  yet  in  our  chimney  corner  mus- 
ings they  come  to  us  and  we  are  made  to  ask, 
Can  these  things  be  repeated?  No,  never.  Their 
similars,  and  even  more,  may  ccme,  as  our  pos- 
sibilities for  enjoying  may  grow,  but  the  same 
sparks  that  once  glowed  and  blazed,  can  never 
blow  again.  But  we  are 'glad  to  believe  that, 
though  these  life  association  scenes  pass  away, 
their  effects  are  lasting,  and  that  the  soul-life  does 
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t  fade  away  as  do  the  sparks  which  fly  upward. 
110  then,  the  mother  soul  that  glowed  and 
d  with  parental  love  has  ceased  to  associate 
°  .  the  children  of  her  love  and  care.  The  body 
""  s  laid  away  and  the  busy  life  is  at  rest.  How 
,,  was  missed  this  most  important  link  in  the 
chimney  corner  circle!  Time  passes  and  our  affec- 
tions cluster  around  the  "  father  head."  Other 
homes  are  formed  and  one  of  them  again  becomes 
home,  because  father  is  there.  Dear  reader,  do 
ou  know  what  it  is  to  have  a  home  of  homes,— a 
place  where  the  children  are  all  equally  welcomed, 
and  where  an  aged  father's  heart  is  made  to  weep 
for  joy,  because  he  is  permitted  to  see  his  chil- 
dren once  more?  Do  you  remember  the  story  of 
Jacob  and  that  meeting  down  in  Egypt  when  his 
50ul  was  made  to  bless  God?  We  had  a  meeting, 
too,  and  a  blessed  one  it  was,  but  it  was  the  last 
one  on  this  side.  Father,  too,  has  fallen  asleep, 
and  our  next  meeting  will  be  in  the  Christ  king- 
dom. 

Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upward. 
But,  Father  Job,  this  is  not  trouble.  We  know 
and' are  sure  that  our  Redeemer  liveth,  and  so  shall 
we.  We  are  all  on  our  last  journey.  A  host  of 
our  fathers  have  completed  it,  and  to  each  of  us, 
one  after  another,  our  last  mile-stone  will  be 
reached,— and  then— "  afterward  we  will  be  re- 
ceived into  glory." 

But  now  the  clouds  are  passing  away,  the  warm 
sunshine  rays  are  flashing  down  over  the  hills  and 
vales— the  gloom  and  chill  have  passed  away, 
and  we  leave  the  chimney  corner  seat  to  bask  in 
the  flood  of  sunlight  on  the  outside.  h.  b.  b. 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Twenty-seven. 

BENARES  TO  CALCUTTA— BENGAL  TIGERS.— FAR 
IN    INDIA. 

""  i  The  journey  from  Benares,  the  City  of  Idols,  to 
■V-alcutt'a,  the  City  of  Palaces,  is  made  in  about 
seventeen  hours,— this  by  the  fast  express  train 
running  at  the  average  rate  of  thirty  miles  an  hour 
including  stoppages.  The  cars  on  the  Indian  rail- 
ways are  divided  into  compartments  with  seats 
facing  each  other  on  either  side  of  the  coach.  The 
compartments  are  entered  from  either  end  of  the 
car,  and  are  quite  comfortable.  All  first  and  sec- 
ond class  travelers  in  India  carry  with  them  a  sup- 
ply of  bedclothes,  and  with  pillows  and  comforts 
we  changed  our  compartment  into  a  very  good 
sleeping  room,  fully  as  comfortable  as  the  sleep- 
ing-cars at  home.  By  notifying  the  agent  in  time, 
a  party  of  four  or  five  may  have  a  compartment 
reserved  for  them,  and  thus  have  a  pleasant  time 
together.  By  the  kindness  of  the  agent  at  Be- 
nares, an  entire  section  was  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  our  little  party.  We  had  purchased  second 
class  tickets,  but  we  were  shown  into  a  first  class 
coach.  The  only  appreciable  difference  between 
the  two  is  in  the  name,  not  in  comfort.  Some 
people  do  not  like  to  be  placed  in  the  second 
class.  They  would  rather  pay  double  the  money 
for  the  name  of  being  ranked  first,  and  they  do  it. 

The  rate  of  fare  charged  on  the  Indian  railways 
is  much  below  that  of  Europe  and  America.  Sec- 
ond class  tickets  are  sold  at  a  rate  of  about  one 
cent  a  mile,  while  first  class  cost  nearly  double  as 
much.  The  third  class  rate  is  very  low  and  the 
cars  of  this  class  are  usually  crowded  with  na- 
tive passengers,  who  find  the  very  small  sum 
charged  for  tickets  an  incentive  to  make  short 
journeys. 

Good  eating  houses  are  to  be  found  at  all  the 
principal  railway  stations,  where  an  excellent 
meal,  composed  of  roasted  mutton  (goat  meat), 
rice  and  curry,  pudding  and  fruit  may  be  had  for 
the  nominal  sum  of  one  rupee,  about  twenty-eight 


cents  in  our  money.  Living  is  cheap  in  India. 
We  found  some  very  good  hotels  at  say  eighty 
cents  per  day  for  lodging  and  board.  The  same 
class  of  accommodations  at  home  would  cost  from 
two  to  three  dollars  a  day. 

Leaving  the  Northern  Provinces  we  entered  that 
portion  of  the  great  Indian  Peninsula  known  as 
Bengal.  Here,  in  the  dense  jungles  of  wild,  tropi- 
cal vegetation,  roams  the  royal  Bengal  tiger,  a  ter- 
ror to  both  man  and  beast.  Even  the  king  of  the 
jungle,  the  mighty  lion,  fears  to  attack  a  full  grown 
tiger.  We  saw  several  specimens  of  this  fine, 
but  fierce,  savage  animal.  One,  a  recent  capture, 
and  a  reputed  man-eater  was  in  a  public  garden  or 
park  at  Madras.  He  was  said  to  measure  twelve 
feet  in  length,  a  statement  we  did  not  care  to  make 
an  attempt  to  verify.  The  huge  animal  was  rest- 
lessly pacing  10  and  fro  in  his  great  iron  cage, 
casting  occasional  angry  side  glances  at  us  as  we 
stood  watching  him.  He  was  the  very  embodi- 
ment of  strength  and  agility,  and  we  could  not 
help  but  shudder  at  the  thought  of  meeting  him 
alone  in  his  native  jungle.  Such  is  the  strength 
of  the  full-grown  Bengal  tiger,  that  he  can  carry 
off  a  full-grown  bullock  in  his  jaws. 

The  food   of  the  tiger,  when  he  prowls  in  his 
own  jungle,  appears  to  be  deer,  antelope  and  the 
wild  hog.     When  these  are  plenty  he  rarely  evei 
disturbs  domestic  cattle.     In  some  places  the  na- 
tives even  regard  him  as  a  kind   of  protector,  as 
he  saves  their  crops  from  destruction  by  the  wild 
animals  upon  which  he  feeds.     But,  as  noted  in  a 
former  letter,  when  he  once  develops  a  taste  for 
human  flesh  and  blood,  many  a  poor,  defenseless 
native  falls  a  prey  to  his  savage  cruelty.    The  man- 
eater  is  generally  an  old  beast,  not  able  to  over- 
take and  capture  his   usual   prey.     He  then  turns 
upon  the    natives   and   slaughters   them,   not   only 
for  food,  but  out  of  sheer  cruelty.    "  A  single  ti- 
ger is  known  to  have  killed  one  hundred  and  eight 
people   in   the   course    of    three    years.     Another 
I  killed  an  average  of  about  eighty  per  annum.     A 
third   caused   thirteen   villages   to   be    abandoned, 
and  two    hundred   and   fifty  square  miles  of   land 
to  be  thrown   out   of   cultivation.     A    fourth,    so 
late  as  1869,  killed  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
people,  and  stopped  a  public  road  for  many  weeks, 
until  the  opportune  arrival  of  an  English  hunter, 
who  at  last  killed  him.     Such  cases  are,  of  course, 
exceptional,  and  generally  refer  to  a  period  long 
past,  but  they  explain  and  justify  the  superstitious 
awe  with  which  the  tiger  is  regarded  by  the  na- 
tives." *      The    Government     pays    a    reward   for 
every  tiger   slain.    The   number  killed   in   a   sin- 
gle  year    was    nearly    sixteen   hundred,   and   the 
money   paid   out   in   rewards   amounted   to    about 
twenty   thousand   dollars.    While   so    many    were 
killed,  there  were  reported  for  the  year,  eight  hun- 
dred  and  nineteen  persons  and   sixteen  thousand 
cattle  killed  by  tigers. 

In  these  same  jungles  the  leopard  is  far  more 
common  than  the  tiger,  and  is  at  least  fully  as 
destructive  to  life  and  property.  Tiger  and  jun- 
gle cats,  wolves,  jackals,  wild  dogs,  striped  hye- 
nas, bears,  elephants,  the  rhinoceros,  the  wild  hog, 
the'wild  ass  and  various  species  of  the  deer  family 
also  abound  in  the  forests  and  jungles  of  Eastern 
India. 

In  coming  down  from.  Benares  to  Calcutta,  we 
pass  over  some  fine,  rich  farming  land.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  great  river  bottoms  which 
are  annually  overflowed  during  the  Monsoon  (rainy 
season).  During  the  overflow  the  land  on  either 
shore  is  covered  with  a  thin  coating  of  mud,  so 
that  no  fertilizers  are  needed.  As  the  Nile  over- 
flows Egypt  each  year,  enriching  the  soil,  so  the 
Indus,  the  Ganges,  the  Brahmaputra,  the  Hoogh- 
ly  and  other  rivers  of   India  overflow  and   enrich 


the  great  plains  on  their  borders.  With  abundant 
rainfall  the  farmer  is  sure  of  plenty  in  return  for 
his  labor,  but  if  the  rain  comes  not,  then  famine 
and  death  prevail  in  all  the  land. 

According  to  the  census  report  more  than  forty 
millions  of  the  male  adults  of  India  are  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  and  farm  labor.  This  is  equal 
to  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  entire  male  adult 
population  of  the  country.  It  may  be  said  lhat 
the  people  of  India  are  a  nation  of  farmers. 

On  the  great  river  plains,  two,  and  sometimes 
three,  crops  are  harvested  each  year.  In  the  ear-  _ 
ly  springtime  the  lower  Bengal  farmer  harvests 
his  crop  of  pease,  pulse  and  oil  seeds.  In  Sep- 
tember the  early  rice  is  harvested,  and  in  Novem- 
ber and  December  he  is  busy  gathering  in  the 
great  rice  crop,  and  the  wheat  harvest.  Of  the 
latter  grain  about  the  same  number  of  acres  are 
sown  annually,  as  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
ge  production  per  acre  for  a  long  series  of 
years  is  thirteen  bushels.  It  may  be  a  matter  of 
interest  to  our  readers  to  know  that  farm  labor- 
ers in  India  receive  only  from  two  to  four  cents 
per  day  for  their  labor,  and  they  work  from  dewy 
morn  till  starry  eve.  The  ten-hour  a  day  system  is 
unknown  among  these  people.  Their  food  is  a 
kind  of  coarse  bean,  known  as  pulse.  It  is  believed 
to  be  the  same  kind  of  food  selected  by  the  young 
Hebrew  Prophet  Daniel  for  himself  and  compan- 
ions in  Babylon.  It  is  the  cheapest  food  in  India. 
The  poor  laborer  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of  rice, 
and  the  taste  of  meat  is  unknown  to  him. 

An  interesting  phase  of  the  agricultural  question 
was  suggested  to  the  mind  by  what  we  saw  while 
in    India,  and  that   was   this:  How   can   our  farm- 
ers at  home  raise  wheat   in  competition  with  the 
cheap  labor  of  India?     They  pay  from  ten  to  fif- 
teen  dollars    per  month   for  labor,    which   is    fif- 
teen hundred  per  cent  more  than  is  paid   in   India. 
I  His  food  and  clothing  supplies  cost  him  fully  as 
I  much  more  in   proportion   as  does    labor.    Then, 
too,    the  Indian  farmer   has  the  advantage  in  the 
rent,  or  rather  the  tax  which  he  pays  on  his  land. 
Practically,  the  land   belongs  to  the  Government. 
It   is   assessed  every  thirty  years,  and  the  farmer 
pays   annually   a    fixed   sum    for  the  use  of  the 
land.    The   rate   for  the   rich  black  soil  lands  of 
Guzaret  is  gi.io  per  acre.     Less  productive  lands 
are  assessed  at  a  lower  rate.     At  home,   in   North- 
ern Illinois,  the  farmer  must  pay,  say  S70.00  per 
acre    for   the  best  improved  farms.     Counting  the 
money  worth  6  per  cent,  this  makes  the  land  cost 
him  four  dollars  and  twenty  cents  per  acre  annu- 
ally; to  this  must  be  added  the  taxes,  and  the  sum 
is  raised  to  about  five  dollars  per  acre.     In  other 
words,  our  Northern  Illinois  farmer  must  pay  an 
annual  rental  of  from  four  to  five  dollars  per  acre 
for  the  use  of  his  land,  as  against  the  one  dollar 
paid  by  the  Indian  farmer.    Of  course  these  con- 
ditions vary  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 

The  conclusion  is  that  the' Indian  farmer  can 
and  does  raise  wheat  at  much  less  than  one-half 
what  it  costs  our  farmers  at  home  to  produce  it. 
As  it  costs  him  less,  he  can  sell  it  for  less  than  we 
can,  and  as  a  result,  when  we  come  into  compe- 
tition with  him,  he  can  easily  undersell  us  and 
drive  us  out  of  the  market.  It  will  be  well  for  us 
to  consider  these  conditions,  for  at  no  distant  day 
in  the  future  we  shall  have  to  meet  the  Indian 
farmer  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

Among  other  productions  of  Bengal  is  the  indi- 
go plant  from  which  the  indigo  used  in  dyeing  is 
distilled.  It  is  grown  in  large  quantities  on  the 
alluvial  soil  of  the  river  bottoms.  The  seed  is 
sown  as  the  waters  recede,  and  from  that  time  un- 
til the  plant  is  harvested,  the  farmer  gives  it  but 
little  attention.  We  shall  have  something  more 
to  say  of  the  products  of  the  soil  in  our  next  letter. 
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HIS  MOTHER'S  SONGS. 


I  the  hot  midsummer  sun 
The  men  had  marched  all  day; 
And  now  beside  a  rippling  stream, 
Upon  the  grass  they  lay. 

Tiring  of  games  and  idle  jests, 

As  swept  the  hours  along, 
They  called  to  one  who  mused  apart, 

"  Come,  friend,  give  us  a  song." 

"I  fear  I  cannot  please,"  he  said; 

"  The  only  songs  I  know 
Are  those  my  mother  used  to  sing 

For  me  long  years  ago." 


"Sing  ( 


.-  (if  lIkifc 


Vo  every  mother's  sc 
A  mother's  songs  ; 


"Am  la  soldier  of  the  cross 
A  follower  of  the  lamb? 

"And  shall  1  fear  to  own  his  cause  V— 

The  very  stream  was  stilled, 
And  hearts  that  never  throbbed  with  fear 

With  tender  thoughts  were  fdled. 

Ended  the  song,  the  singer  said, 

As  to  his  feet  he  rose, 
"  Thanks  to  you  all,  my  friends;  good  night, 

God  grant  us  sweet  repose," 


Sing  u 
Thes 

one  more,"  the  captain  be 
idler  bent  his  head, 

'ged 

hen  gl 
"Yo 

ncing'ro 

und 
vith 

with  smiling 
ne,"  he  said. 

ips, 

"We'll  sing  this  old  familiar 
Sweet  as  the  bugle  call, 

'  Alt  hail  lie  power  of  Jesus 
Let  angels  prostrate  fall' " 


As  on  the 


is  was  the  old  tune's  spell, 
singer  sang. 


And  loud  the 


Th 


,  the  t 


Naught  but  the  stream  is  heard; 
But  ah!  the  depths  of  every  soul 

By  those  old  hymns  arc  stirred. 
And  up  from  many  a  bearded  lip. 

In  whispers  soft  and  low, 
Rises  the  prayer  the  mother  taught 

Tile  boy  long  years  ago. 

—Chicago  /titer  Ocean. 


HOME. 

BY  NORA  E.  FLOKY. 

O  blessed  word!  Is  there  another  word  sweet- 
er than  this?  What  is  dearer  to  the  poor  wan- 
derer on  life's  barren  desert  than  this  little  word- 
home! 

Ask  the  gray-haired  man  about  his  childhood's 
home,  how  his  eyes  will  brighten,  and  how  inter- 
ested he  becomes,  as  he  gladly  and  willingly  re- 
lates incidents  connected  with  that  home— of  fa- 
ther and  mother,  brothers  and  sisters  joined  by 
the  band  of  love  *hich  death  only  can  sever.  By 
his  very  words  and  actions  we  know  that  recollec- 
tions of  that  loving  home  are  the  brightest  and 
dearest  in  Memory's  great  volume.  Ask  the  child 
about  home,  and  his  answers  plainly  show  that 
the  word  to  him  is  more  than  the  whole  world  be- 
sides. 

If  in  sickness,  how  we  long  to  be  at  home!  How 
the  poor  mortal,  scorched  with  fever,  racked  with 
pa.n,  and  almost  demented  in  his  delirium,  begs  to 
be  taken  home! 

Home  is  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert;  a  haven  of 
rest  along  the  toilsome  journey  of  life.  The  busi- 
ness man,  toiling  through  the  day,  his  head  in  a 
whirl  and  his  body  wearied  with  overwork,  comes 
gladly  to  the  time  when  he  may  cease  his  labor  in 
the  evening,  and,  throwing  all  cares  from  his  mind, 
take  refuge  in  his  home. 

Then,  mothers  and  daughters,  sisters  and  wives, 
how  you  should  strive  to  make  home  the  sweetest 
place  on  earth!  When  the  spirit  of  love  is  lacking 
how  desert-like  it  seems! 


We  should  all  strive  to  keep  together  at  home. 
That  is  the  place  to  cultivate  a  sweet,  kind  and 
pure  spirit,  the  place  to  be  courteous,  and  where 
we  should  mold  ourselves  for  the  life  we  are  to  lead 
when  we  depart  from  beneath  the  parental  roof. 

We  all,  of  course,  wish  to  be  mannerly  while  in 
outside  society, — wish  to  be  respected  and  always 
desire  the  approbation  of  those  socially  above  us, 
and  strive,  to  our  best  ability,  to  command  the  re- 
spect and  admiration  of  all,— even  those  who  have 
no  connection  with  us.  Why,  then,  should  we  not 
strive  still    more   to   be   obliging,   sunny-tempered 


ind  kind  at  home,  that 

the  most  confidence  in 

By  our  conduct  abrc 

ir  actions  at  home. 

reful  of  uttering  an  u 

ful  look  or  dealing  a 


At   he 


people  may  have 
nd  love  us  better? 
ive  are  often  judged  of 
should   be  as 


the  smell  of  liquor  filled  the  car.  Then~th^^~ 
one  took  a  drink,  and  back  and  forth  th  b  "'" 
passed,  until  at  last  it  was  empty  and  they  w  °ttle 
Then  one  of  them  commenced  swearing,  *„?  '""' 
blasphemy  I  never  heard  in  all  my  lifc  '  r,  SUcl1 
blue-women  shrank  back,'  wh,,™^ 
stream 


mkind  word,  giving  a  scorn- 
cruel  blow  as  when  absent; 
for,  if  we  indulge  in  these  wrong  actions  at  home, 
we  will  naturally  act  ill-naturedly  and  willfully 
when  away.  The  mariner,  out  on  the  briny  deep, 
thinks  constantly  of  home,  yet  how  much  more  he 
yearns  for  it,  when  shipwrecked  on  some  remote 
island  among  strangers!  In  such  a  plight  he 
thinks,  "O,  if  I  should  ever  reach  my  home,  noth- 
ing on  earth  could  induce  me  to  leave  it." 

A  youth  will  sometimes  think  of  the  trials  he 
has  at  home,  and  decide  to  leave.  He  gathers  his 
necessary  apparel  in  a  bundle  and,  ofttimes  without 
bidding  farewell,  passes  out  of  tue  gate  into  the 
cold  world  where  there  is  no  one  to  pity  nor  to 
warn   him  of  the  dangers   which  may   be  encoun- 


tered.    He  is  the 


age  of 


ent  until 


ible  comes,  and  then,  how  he  longs  for  that 
;  kiss,  father's  good  advices,  jolly  chats  with 
:her,  and  last,  but  not  least,  that  mother's  fond 
embrace!  Then  will  the  tears  of  repentance  flow, 
as  he  decides  to  go  back  to  those  whom,  he 
finds  he  still  loves.  And  when  he  returns,— his 
garments  tattered  and  torn,  and  he  himself  wan 
and  pale— how  gladly  does  mother  and  the  rest 
forgive  and  welcome  him  back  into  the  cozy  home 
circle!  How  remorseful  he  must  feel  because  of 
his  unkind  conduct,  and  the  trouble  he  has  caused! 
In  his  breast  he  fully  realizes  the  complete  mean- 
ing of  the  world-famed  words,  "  There  is  no  place 
like  home."  • 


Nov 


here, 


CC<KUli!> 


if  we  strive  so  much  for  a  ho 
i  only  temporary,  how  nobly,  truly  and  un- 
y  we  shou'd  strive  for  that  glorious  home 
prepared  for  us  after  we  have  crossed  the  River  of 
Time! 

May  we  all  find  a  safe  anchorage  on  the  sunny 
banks  of  the  other  shore,  and  a  permanent  home 
which   will  last  throughout  the  ceaseless  ages  of 
eternity! 
Jewell,  Ohio,J:im  21. 


A  SONQ  SERVICE  ON  THE  CARS. 

There  are  people  who  seem  to  think  the  devil's 
children  own  the  world,  and  have  the  right  of  way 
everywhere,  and  that  it  is  the  business  of  Christians 
to  stand  back  and  keep  quiet.  This  is  a  great  mis- 
take, and  if  the  righteous  will  be  "bold  as  a  lion" 
he  will  soon  find  that 


When  Christians  pray  the  devil 
And  leaves  the  field  to  Zion's  so 


Rev 
gives  1 


C.  H.  Mead,  the  well-known  evangelist, 
the  following  instance: 

"  I  was  riding  on  the  train  through  the  eastern 
section  of  North  Carolina.  Nothing  can  be  flatter 
than  that  portion  of  the  country,  unless  it  be  the  re- 
ligious experience  of  some  people.  The  rain  was 
pouring  down  fast,  and,  for  a  person  so  inclined 
not  a  better  day  and  place  for  the  blues  could  be 
found.  Looking  out  of  the  car  window  brought 
nothing  more  interesting  to  view  than  pine  trees, 
bony  mules,  and  razor-back  hogs.  Groups  of  men 
white  and  black,  gathered  at  each  station  to  see  the 
train  arrive  and  depart.  Each  passenger  that  en- 
tered brought  in  more  damp,  moisture,  and  blues 

"Two  men  at  last  came  in  and  took  a  seat  in 
front  of  me.     Shortly  after,  one  of  them  took  a  hot 

companion.     He  took  a  drink,  and  |  my  colors  anywhere.'  "-Kind  Word, 


the  very  air 

heads  of  men  were  uplifted  to  see  where  the 
of  profanity  came  from.     It  went  on  for  some'i 
until  I  began  talking  to  myself.     I  always  did  n 
to  talk  to  a  sensible  man.  *c 

"  '  Henry,  that  man  belongs  to  the  devil.' 

"  '  There  is  no  doubt  about  that,'  I  replied 

"  '  He  is  not  ashamed  of  it.' 

'"Not  a  bit  ashamed.' 

"  '  Whom  do  you  belong  to?  ' 

"  '  I  belong  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.' 

"  '  Are  you  glad  or  sorry?  ' 

"  '  I  am  glad — very  glad.' 

"  '  Who  in  the  car  knows  that  man  belongs  to  th 
devil?'  e 

"  '  Everybody  knows  that,  for  he  has  not  kept  it 
a  secret.'  ' 

"  '  Who  in  the  car  knows  you  belong  to  the  Lord 

" '  Why,  no  one  knows  it,  for  you  see  I  am  a 
stranger  around  here.' 

"  If  we  listen  to  his  call,  we  shall  surely  hear  that 
still  small  voice  behind  us,  saying:  '  This  is  the  way 
walk  ye  in  it;'  and  shall  find  that  his  ways  are 
ways  of  pleasantness  and  all  his  paths  are  peace. 

"  I  thought  for  a  moment,  and  then  said:  ■  By  the 
help  of  my  Master,  I  will." 

"  Then  straightening  up  and  taking  a  good  breath, 
I  began  singing  in  a  voice  that  could  be  heard  by 
all  in  the  car; 

'  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood, 
Drawn  from  Immanuel's  veins; 

And  sinners,  plunged  beneath  that  flood, 
Lose  all  their  guilty  stains.' 

"  Before  I  had  finished  the  first  verse  and  chorus, 
the  passengers  had  crowded  down  around  me,  and 
the  blasphemer  had  turned  aroUnd  and  looked  at 
me  with  a  face  resembling  a  thunder  cloud.  As  I 
finished  the  chorus,  he  said:  '  What  are  you  doing? 

"  '  1  am  singing,'  I  repl' 

Well,'  said  he,  '  any  fool  can  understand  th 

"  '  I  am  glad  you  understood 

"  '  What  are  you  singing?  ' 

"  '  I  am  singing  the  religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus.' 

"'Well,  you  quit.' 

'"Quit  what?' 

Quit  singing  your  religion  on  the  cars. ' 

" '  I  guess  not,'  I  replied,  '  don't  belong  to  the 
Quit  family;  my  name  is  Mead.  For  the  last  half 
hour  you  have  been  standing  by  your  master;  now 
for  the  next  half  hour  I  am  going  to  stand  up  for 
my  Master.' 

"  '  Who  is  my  master? ' 

'"The  devil  is  your  master,— while  Christ  is 
mine.  I  am  as  proud  of  my  Master  as  you  are 
of  yours.  Now  I  am  going  to  have  my  turn  it  the 
passengers  don't  object.' 

"  A  chorus  of  voices  cried  out:  '  Sing  on,  strang- 
er; we  like  that.' 

"  I  sang  on,   and  as  the  next  verse  was  finished 
the  blasphemer  turned   his  face  away,  and  I  saw 
nothing  of  him  after  that  but  the  back  of  his  head, 
and  that  was  the  handsomest  part  of  him.     He  left 
the  train  soon  after,  and  I'm  glad  to  say  I've  never 
seen  him  since.     Song  after  song  followed,  and  I 
soon  had  other  voices  to  help  me.     When  the  song 
service  ended,  an  old  man  came  to  me,  put  out  his 
hand,  and  said:  '  Sir,  I  owe  you  thanks  and  a  con- 
fession.' 
'"Thanks  for  what?' 
'"Thanks  for  rebuking  that  blasphemer.' 
" '  Don't  thank  me  for  that,  but  give  thanks  to- 
my  Master.     I  try  to  stand  up  for  him  wherever  I 

.    What  about  the  confession  ? ' 

1 1  am  in  my  eighty-third  year.     I  have  been  a 

acher  of  the  Gospel  for  over  sixty  years. 

eard  that  man  swearing  so,  I  wanted  to  re-- 

1.     I  arose  from  my  seat  two  or  three  times  to 

so,  but  my  courage  failed.     I  have  not  much 
show 


When 
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__,^  CORRESPONDENCE  *—— 

"""""""Write  what  thou  seest,  and  send  it  unto  the  churchea." 

— II^rMircnNc«'s  solicited  lot  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
„  send  a  report  of  it.  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
mK"^'  ot  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brie!.  Notes  ol  Travel  should  bt 
&*'  nf,  a9  p0gsible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  tor  this 
"  .  =nt  Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  for  that  purpose, 
department^ ^  _-.....^^^.^_ 

Notes  by  the  Way. 

On  account  of  the  serious  sickness  of  wife's  sis 
ter  my  wife  was  not  permitted  to  accompany  me  tt 
Annual  Meeting,  to  McPherson  and  other  points,  a: 
had  expected,  so  I  returned  home  soon  afte: 
Annual  Meeting.  This  life  is  full  of  disappoint 
ments.  The  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  Kans.,  wa: 
one  that  we  can  all  use  to  our  profit,  if  we  will. 
Will  we?  Much  depends  on  our  own  will,  whether 
It  will  do  us  good  or  not,  and  make  us  better  men 
and  women.  I  have  been  at  the  last  twenty-eight 
Conferences,  and  every  year  I  learned  something 
that  did  me  good,  and  I  trust  made  me  a  better 
workman. 

1  we  had  our  third  love  feast  in  New  Car- 

nd,  I  trust,   profita- 

the  feast  we  had 


vorld,— 
:e  where  they 
hed    them    to 
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lisle.  We  had  a  very  pleasant 
ble  meeting.  On  Sunday  aft* 
children's  meeting  at  8:  30  A.  M.,  preaching 
at  10  o'clock,  Sunday  school  at  3:  30;  song  si 
at  7:  30;  preaching  at  8  P.  M.  We  had  ; 
visiting  brethren  with  us,— brethren  Joseph  Long- 
anecker,  W.  H.  Bowser,  Jesse  H.  Brumbaugh,  and 
others.  Bro.  Joseph  Longanecker  officiated.  While 
it  was  in  harvest,  yet  the  attendance  was  good 
and  the  order  the  very  best  One  was  recent- 
ly baptized  in  the  Donnel's  Creek  church.  We 
have  preaching  services  every  Sunday,  and  almost 
every  Sunday  evening,  and  often  at  two  or  three 
places  at  the  same  hour.  As  we  have  only  three 
ministers,  not  much  "  elbowing "  is  done  here 
among  us.  Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio.     _^_ 

Our  Visit  to  Maryland. 


veral 


On  the  morning  of  June  13,  in  company  with 
sisters  Rachel  Vance,  and  Carrie  and  Mamie  Fogle- 
/sanger  we  left  Shippensburg  in  route  for  the  feast 
Cha  Roc'liy  Ridge,  Frederick  County,  Md.  (Monocacy 
church).  The  scenery  over  the  Western  Mary- 
land R.  R.,  was  fine,  and  especially  when  crossing 
the  mountain  above  Pen-Mar.  From  the  car  we 
could  see  over  Cumberland  Valley,  and  towns  away 
in  the  distance.  At  times  we  would  run  through 
some  very  rugged  scenery,  and  then  emerge  into  a 
beautiful  little  valley  with  fine  buildings  at  the 
wayside.  Already  preparations  were  made  for 
the  opening  of  the  great  resort.  Those  who  go 
there  from  the  crowded  cities  will  certainly  have  a 
pleasant  resting  place. 

After  arriving  at  the  church  we  walked  into  the 
cemetery,  and  just  inside  the  gate  we  noticed  the 
grave  of  Eld.  D.  P.  Saylor,  who  was  so  well  known 
to  the  Messenger  readers.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  work  in  Eastern  Maryland,  and, 
through  his  untiring  labors,  much  good  was  done 
and  many  churches  established.  As  we  gazed 
upon  his  grave  we  thought  of  how  many  hearts  he 
had  cheered  by  the  Gospel  message,  and  of  the 
faithful  work  he  did  for  the  church  of  his  choice. 
To-day,  as  a  result  of  his  efforts,  we  find  large  and 
flourishing  churches  that  are  trying  to  follow  in 
his  footsteps  and  build  up  the  good  cause. 

The  services  opened  at  1  P.  M.,  with  a  large 
force  of  ministers  present.  There  were  about  four 
hundred  members,  and  after  the  main  room  was 
filled  with  tables,  about  forty  members  were  seated 
in  the  basement,  returning  to  the  upper  room  aft- 
er the  supper  was  eaten.  As  we  noticed  this  act  of 
courtesy,  we  thought,  What  love,  what  wonderful 
love  these  people  have  for  those  of  like  precious 
faith?  No  trouble  seemed  too  great  for  them. 
Bro.  D.  F.  Stouffer  officiated,  and  at  the  close  gave 
a  very  earnest  and  affecting  address  to  the  young 
members,  of  whom  there  was  such  a  large  num- 
ber. He  admonished  them  to  b&true  to  their  God 
and  the  church  they  had  chosen.  He  told  them 
°f  the  danger  of  their  being  led  away  from  the 
simplicity  of  the  Gospel,  and  of  being  swallowed 


up  by  the  fashions  and   pleasures  of  th 
thus  losing  their  power  and  influence  v 
are  so   much   needed.     He  adrr 
stand  firm,   that  they  might  be 
the  places  of   the   fathers   and 
who  will  soon  pass  away.     The 
very  fine,  and  the  meeting  throi 
although  the  weather  was  inclement. 

During  our  stay  we  were  kindly  entertained  at  the 
hospitable  homes  of  Bro.  Jesse  Weybright  and  his 
father,  Bro.  L.  J.  Kobb,  and  his  daughter,  sister 
Rosa  Diller,  where  every  attention  was  shown  us, 
and  the  many  others.  We  made  many  new  ac- 
quaintances which  we  shall  remember  with  pleas- 
ure. There  were  present,  brethren  and  sisters  from 
a  number  of  congregations,  including  Baltimore 
and  Washington  cities.  While  meeting  as  strang- 
ers, they  all  seemed  as  one  united  family. — wor- 
shiping the  same  God,  and  enjoying  the  same  rich 
pleasures  that  follow  those  that  engage  in  his  ser- 
vices. One  thought  that  deeply  impressed  me  was 
this,  "  If  meeting  in  these  earthly  sanctuaries  with 
those  from  a  few  congregations  gives  us  such 
pleasure,  what  will  heaven  be,  when  gathered  from 
the  East  and  West,  North  and  South,  around  the 
throne  of  God?"  Yes,  "What  will  it  be  to  be 
there?"  Wealthy  A.  Burkholder. 

Newburg,  Pa. 

From  the  Sugar  Creek  Church,  Allen  Co.,   Ohio. 

Our  love  feast  was  truly  a  feast  to  the  soul.  The 
attendance  was  good.  The  neighboring  churches 
were  well  represented,  for  which  we  were  glad,  as  it 
shows  a  spirit  of  love  and  unity,  which  should  and 
does  characterize  all  of  God's  true  children. 

Ministerial  help  was  ample.  Bro.  B.  F.  Honey- 
man  officiated.  Other  ministers  present  were  E. 
M.  Cobb,  D.  D.  Thomas,  C.  L.  Wilkins,  Daniel  Mil- 
ler and  William  Guthrie.  Sunday  morning,  instead 
of  having  Sunday  school  we  spent  the  time  in  a 
children's  meeting. 

Bro.  Honeyman  opened  the  meeting  in  regular 
order,  saying  to  the  children,  "  We  will  now  imitate 
our  fathers  and  mothers  as  nearly  as  we  can  in  our 
meeting."  Bro.  Cobb  then  gave  them  an  illustrated 
talk  on  the  purity  of  the  heart,  how  it  becomes 
tarnished  and  how  to  cleanse  it  again. 

Bro.  Honeyman  followed  him  with  a  touching  ad- 
dress, after  which  each  boy  and  girl  was  furnished 
.  piece  of  Communion  bread  that  had  been 
left  the  previous  evening.  Judging  by  the  atten- 
tion given  by  the  children  and  from  the  tears  that 
trickled  down  over  the  cheeks  of  the  older  and 
ged  we  feel  sure  that  there  were  impressions  made 
that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  Bro.  Honeyman 
remained  and  held  forth  the  Word  of  Life  Sunday 
afternoon. 

Bro.  Cobb  had  services  with  some  aged  brethren 
at  West  Cairo,  and  preached  at  Pleasant  View  Sun- 
day night. 

Monday  night  he  held  forth  the  Word  in  its 
primitive  purity  in  Lima. 

This  little  band  of  members  in  the  city  of  Lima 
needs  encouragement,  and  if  ministers,  in  traveling 
through  this  way,  could  make  it  a  point  to  stop 
with  them  occasionally,  over  Sunday,  or  longer,  it 
would  be  highly  appreciated.  Our  next  love  feast 
will  be  Oct.  10,  beginning  at  2  P.  M. 

David  Byerly. 
Lima,  Ohio. 


you  that  we  pushed  the  good  work  to  completion. 
The  house  was  dedicated  to  God  on  the  fourth 
Sunday  of  May.  The  dedicatory  sermon  was  de- 
livered by  Eld.  John  Holsinger.  It  was  a  very 
good  and  interesting  sermon.  A  very  large  con- 
gregation began  to  assemble  at  an  early  hour.  The 
house  was  soon  packed  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and 
a  good  many  remained  on  the  outside  of  the 
church  for  want  of  room  to  be  seated  inside.  On 
the  fifth  Sunday  we  organized  a  good  and  inter- 
esting Sunday   school,   with  fifty-fiv 


oiled.     Bn 


M.    G.  Early  is  our  Superintendent. 
J.  F.  Early. 


From  Markleysburg,  Pa. 


From  Nokesville,  Va. 

■  The  Nokesville  church,  Va.,  held  its  quarterly 
council  May  16,  to  transact  the  usual  business,  and 
also  to  arrange  for  Communion  services,  to  be  held 
on  Saturday  evening,  May  23.  At  the  feast  we 
had  good  order  and  a  full  attendance  of  home 
members.  Many  brethren  and  sisters  were  with  us 
from  the  adjoining  churches. 

Bro.  Abram  Garber,  from  Augusta  County,  was 
with  us.  He  preached  several  good  and  interest- 
ing sermons. 

In  my  former  communication  we  stated  that  we 
had  broken   ground  for  the  erection  of  a  chi 
near  Nokesville  Station.     We  are  happy  to  inform 


On  Sunday  afternoon,  July  21,  our  neighbor- 
hood was  shocked  by  the  sad  intelligence  that 
Isaac  Frazee  and  Charles  Calvin  Thomas  were 
struck  by  lightning.  The  latter  was  instantly 
killed,  and  the  former  unconscious  for  about  half 
an  hour,  but  now  slowly  improving.  The  boys 
went  to  Sunday  school  in  the  morning,  afler  which 
Calvin  went  with  Isaac  to  his  home.  After  dinner 
the  boys  were  playing  under  a  maple  tree  that 
stood  in  the  yard.  During  a  storm  in  the  after- 
noon the  tree  was  struck  by  lightning.  It  is 
thought  that  Calvin  was  sitting,  leaning  his  head 
against  the  tree,  and  that  Isaac  was  sitting  a  few 
feet  away.  A  clothes-wire,  running  from  the  tree 
to  a  post  in  the  yard,  conducted  the  greater  part 
of  the  charge  from  the  tree  to  the  post,  and  there- 
by saved  Isaac's  life. 

Calvin  was  a  son  of  Bro.  Ezra  Thomas,  of  Gib- 
bon's Glade,  Pa.,  who  was  obliged  to  find  homes 
for  his  children  among  strangers.  Calvin  had 
been  making  his  home  with  the  writer  since  last 
March,  and  proved  himself  a  good,  kind  and  Chris- 
tian boy,  and  had  many  friends.  Though  young 
in  years  he  had  made  the  good  choice.  He  leaves 
a  father,  mother,  two  sisters,  and  two  brothers. 
His  age  was  thirteen  years,  six  months  and  two 
days.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Eld. 
Jeremiah  Thomas,  from  the  words,  "There  is  but 
a  step  between  me  and  death." 

Jasper  Barnthouse. 

J™'*-  ~ 

From  Painter  Creek,  Darke  County,  Ohio. 

For  several  years  past  the  members  of  the  Lud- 
low, Ohio,  church,  have  been  holding  a  home  Com- 
munion meeting  in  the  spring  of  each  year,  aside 
from  the  regular  annual  Communion  meeting 
which  is  held  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  and  to  which 
a  general  invitation  is  always  extended. 

This  year  we  held  our  home  Communion  on  the 
evening  of  June  19.  It  was  attended  by  over  three 
hundred  members  of  our  home  congregation,  our 
home  ministers  officiating.  All  present  seemed  to 
greatly  enjoy  the  meeting,  which  was  begun  early, 
and  which  closed  at  an  early  hour  of  the  night.  If 
the  services  at  a  great  many  Communion  meetings, 
throughout  the  rural  districts  of  the  Brotherhood, 
were  begun  so  as  not  to  continue  so  late  in  the  night, 
there  would  be  less  inducement  for  disorder  on 
the  outside  by  those  who  are  inclined  to  disregard 
the  sacredness  of  these  meetings.and  who  are  apt  to 
be  extremely  noisy.  Then,  too,  the  meetings 
would  be  less  wearisome  and  more  enjoyable  to 
parents  who  have  small  children  to  care  for. 

Four  have  united  with  the  church  since  our  last 
report.  We  greatly  appreciate  the  reading  matter 
given  on  the  first  page  of  the  Messenger. 

Levi  Minnich. 


J<i 


1  29. 
From  the  Round  Mountain  Church,  Ark. 


According  to  previous  arrangement,  our  elder, 
S.  Weimer,  came  over  to  hold  our  first  council, 
which  was  held  at  Bro.  A.  J.  Detrick's.  After  an 
organization  some  business  was  attended  to  in  love 
and  the  right  spirit.  This  little  body  will  be 
known  as  the  Huntsville  arm  of  the  Round  Moun- 
tain church.  In  the  evening  we  went  to  a  school- 
house  where  Bro.  Weimer  fed  the  hungry  souls  on 
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the  rich  food  of  the  Gospel.  At  1 1  o'clock  on  the 
Lord's  Day  morning  we  met  again,  with  a  full 
house  of  eager  listeners.  The  congregation  seemed 
pleased  and  the  members  were  built  up. 

By  request  I  will  say,  when  writing  to  Bro. 
Weimer,  please  inclose  stamp,  as  his  expenses  are 
heavy.  J.  J.  Wassam. 

Huntsville,  Ark.,  June  22. 


The  Wisconsin  Mission. 


As  I  was  appointed  by  the  Mission  Board  of 
Northern  Illinois  to  take  charge  of  the  Wisconsin 
mission  field  this  summer,  I  attended  to  their 
wants.  I  first  went  to  the  Chippewa  Valley 
church.  They  had  appointed  a  series  of  meetings 
to  commence  May  30.  I  met  with  them  on  that 
date,  but  learned  that  Bro.  D.  M.  Miller  had  been 
there  several  days  previous,  and  commenced  meet- 
ings. Altogether  we  had  three  weeks'  meetings, 
resulting  in  seven  dear  souls  being  added  to 
the  church,— four  baptized,  three  reclaimed  and 
one  applicant.  Others  are  very  near  the  kingdom. 
There  is  quite  an  interest  manifested  in  the  meet- 
ings. They  have  a  live  church  and  good  workers. 
Bro.  Henry  Baker  is  an  energetic  minister.  He 
stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  and  of 
the  church.  The  church  holds  the  balance  of 
power  and  influence  in  that  community,  so,  I 
think,  they  have  a  bright  prospect  before  them. 
Jacou  Delp. 

June  26.  ti 

Penitentiary  Work. 

I  again  visited  the  Kansas  State  prison  on  Sun- 
day, June  14,  to  baptize  an  applicant.  On  my  way 
in,  afoot,  Bible  in  hand,  I  met  the  warden  on  the 
highway,  with  his  wife,  going  to  the  city  to  spend 
Sunday.  He  recognized  me  and  stopped  and 
hailed  me.  After  an  introduction  to  his  wife,  he 
told  me  to  go  on  in  and  make  myself  at  home,  and 
pay  no  attention  to  the  notice  over  the  gate,  stat- 
ing that  visitors  can  only  be  admitted  once  in 
three  months  and  on  certain  days  of  the  week  only, 
and  at  certain  hours  of  the  day  only."  You  come 
whenever  you  can,  and  stay  till  your  work  is  done." 
This  f  give  to  encourage  others  to  seek  the 
courtesy  of  the  authorities  of  other  prisons  and  to 
go  in  and  see  what  a  wonderful  "great  light  may 
spring  up  where  the  people  sit  in  darkness  and  in 
the  valley  and  shadow  of  death."     Matt  4:  16. 

At  the  close  of  the  chapel  services  (which  are 
always  extended  one-half  in  time,  for  visiting  min- 
isters, I  made  this  announcement  that  if  any  pres- 
ent wished  to  join  our  applicant  in  baptism,  or 
who  wished  to  confer  with  me  on  the  subject,  they 
should  meet  me  at  the  deputy's  office  at  a  given 
hour  for  instruction  and  to  receive  tracts  and  pa- 
pers, etc.  Several  were  presented,  but  I  found 
that  all  but  two  had  better  be  advised  to  read  and 
pray,  and  count  the  cost  till  our  ntxt  visit.  Two 
were  baptized.  One  of  these  had  been  deferred 
since  our  last  previous  call  and,  weeping,  he  said 
it  seemed  as  if  a  great  structure  rested  its  weight 
on  him  till  I  came. 

Here  the  Brethren's  penitentiary  work  began, 
so  far  as  I  know,  July  15,  18,5,  and  since  then 
twenty-seven  souls  have  been  baptized  in  this  pris- 
on, not  all  by  the  Brethren,  but  by  them,  and  their 
tracts,  and  the  Gospel  Messenger,  and  the  faith- 
fulness of  our  converts  here,  the  work  was  set 
agoing.  I  notice,  also,  that  Brethren  in  other 
States  are  now  working  in  that  direction.  Breth- 
ren and  sisters,  we  find,  in  the  experience  of  our 
home  mission  work,  that  if  the  home  mission  were 
developed  and  worked  as  it  should  be,  all  the  pro- 
visions we  have  so  far  made,  for  both  home  and 
foreign  work,  would  be  little,  if  any,  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  former.  Then,  to  think  how  much 
greater  a  field  is  the  foreign  than  the  home,  how 
should  we  redouble  our  efforts  to  meet  the  call, 
"  Come  over  and  help  us,"  and  the  command,  "  Go 
ye!" 

Then  I  found  particular  occasion  to  give  a  girl 
on  the  train  a  card  of  "Silent  Evangelism"  (card 
No.  3)  and  saw  the  effect,— weeping  and   saying, 


"This  is  God's  answer  to  my  mother's  prayers, 
etc.  I  was  brought  to  realize  the  importance  and 
propriety  and  Providential  leading  of  Bro.  Ferck- 
en's  girl  orphanage  at  Smyrna,  for  Armenian  or- 
phans. 

I  would  yet  say  to  those  interested,  that  on  this 
circuit  of  our  home  evangelism,  so  far  there  have 
been  five  souls  added  to  our  fellowship.  I  am  at 
present  at  Rossville,  and  go,  God  willing,  hence 
to  Clay  Centre,  where  I  should  be  addressed  from 
July  5.  C.  C.  Root. 

Osawkie,  Kans. 
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We  realize  the  steady  increase  of  responsibility 
upon  our  people  in  this  city,  from  the  earnest 
efforts  being  made  to  live  more  obedient  to  Christ. 
The  Bible  class,  the  new  Sunday  school,  and 
preaching  as  often  as  the  Brethren  can  fill  appoint- 
ments, with  the  house  to  house  visits  necessary  to 
keep  city  missions  in  a  healthy  condition,  demand 
more  time  than  we  can  give.  Sunday  morning 
some  of  us  go  out  to  our  Sunday  school  and 
preaching  in  Woodberry,  then  back  to  our  new 
school  at  3  P.  M.;  then  back  again  to  Woodberry  to 
young  people's  meeting  and  preaching  at  night 
Thus  Sunday  and  part  of  the  night  is  spent  almost 
entirely  in  going  to  and  from  services  and  attend- 
ance upon  the  same.  We  are  not  discouraged,  be- 
cause we  see  the  benefit. 

Sunday,  June  28,  we  started  an  ev 
meeting,  which  will  give  way  to  pre 
ministering  brethren  are  present.  We 
have  services  in  our  hall,  corner  Presst 
houn  Streets,  every  Sunday  evening, 
brethren,  visiting  in  the  city,  are  welcomed  to 
preach  for  us. 

Though  a  few  of  us  have  turned  our  efforts  to  the 
Northwest  Baltimore  work,  the  Woodberry  work 
continues  with  increased  interest.  Bro.  E.  Strayer, 
(of  Johnstown,  Pa.),  has  been  helping  us  to  improve 
our  singing  the  past  two  weeks  with  the  Brethren's 
Sunday  School  Song  Books.  J.  S.  Geiser. 

ioji  West  Baltimore  St.,  Md„  June  29. 

From  Lewlston,  Minn. 

Bro.  Harvey  Eikenberrv,  of  Greene,  Iowa, 
came  to  us  June  14  and  began  me-ting  June  16, 
Tuesday  evening,  continuing  each  night  until  the 
Saturday  service  at  10  o'clock.  By  this  time  Bro. 
J.  Broadwater,  of  Root  River,  came  to  our  assist- 
ance. An  election  was  held  for  one  or  two  dea- 
cons. Only  one  was  elected,  the  lot  falling  on  Bro. 
George  Whetstone.  We  had  love  feast  services  at 
night  and  three  preaching  services  on  Sunday.  On 
Monday  Bro.  Broadwater  returned  home.  Bro. 
Eikenberry  continued  meetings  over  the  following 
week,  closing  on  Sunday  evening  with  a  full  house 
and  a  deep  interest.  During  the  last  week  of  the 
meeting  thirteen  came  out  on  the  side  of  the  Lord, 
and  were  baptized  in  the  presence  of  a  large  con- 
course of  spectators.  Those  that  united  with  the 
church  were  young  in  years,  only  one  of  the  num- 
ber being  married.  Hence  we  see  that  a  successful 
meeting  may  be  held  in  a  busy  season,  as  we  were 
in  the  midst  of  hay-making.  Bro.  Eikenberry  pre- 
sented the  Gospel  plan  of  salvation  in  a  clear  and 
forcible  manner.  The  church  feels  much  built  up 
and  many  are  seriously  counting  the  cost. 

J.  H.  Wirt. 

June  jo.  ________ 

From  Pleasant  Prairie  Church,  Iowa. 

I  commenced  meetings  at  this  place  June  7  and 
continued  twenty-four  days.  I  held  twenty-six 
meetings,  which  resulted  in  nineteen  conversions. 
It  made  us  all  rejoice  to  see  loved  ones  coming  in- 
to the  family  of  God.  Truly  the  Lord  blessed  the 
work  here,  and  gave  us  a  glorious  victory  over 
Satan. 

Their  feast  was  held  June  20,  the  writer  being 
the  only  visiting  minister  present.  A  choice  was 
held  for  one  minister  but  resulted  in  the  calling  of 
two  brethren,  Abraham  Rulek  and  Charles  Maust, 


ho  were   duly   installed   into    their    office     ti, 
leeting  was  as  full  of  interest  as  any  we  have 
r  attended.     The  love  of  God  seemed  to  be    if*" 
abroad  in  every  heart,  and  hence  reigned  suprej'' 


in  a  thrifty  condition.     Pea, 


"*  and 


Thi! 

love  reign,  and  we  believe  and  hope  that  they  wiii 
go  right  on  from  one  victory  to  another.  But 
fortunately,  the  health  of  their  elder,  D.  A.  Mill" 
is  failing  fast,  and  he  requested  me  to  say  that  h' 
greatly  desires  the  prayers  of  God's  children  ' 
his  behalf.     Arrangements  are   being  made  to  s 

re  the  best  medical  aid,  and  we  hope  the  Lo  h 

11  bless  the  means  and  that  our  much  Iovert 
brother  will  be  restored  to  health  again. 

I  am  now  at  the  East  Kingsley  church,  Wood 
berry  Co.,  Iowa,  where  I  commenced  meeting 
last  night.  W11.  C.  HipES  S 

July  1.  _________ 

From  5apulpa,  I.  T. 


I  have  just  been  reading  Gospel  Messenger, 
No.  25,  and  there  is  so  much  good  church  news 
from  various  parts,  and  loving  letters  of  encourage- 
ment to  all,  that  it  has  stirred  my  soul  to  write  1 
few  words.  I  can  only  write  as  one  that  is  isolat- 
ed, far  away  from  all  the  rest.  I  have  not  even 
seen  a  brother  or  sister  of  our  faith  since  January. 
Oh  my  heart  often  aches  and  my  soul  longs  to  en- 
joy some  of  the  precious  meetings  reported  in  the 
Gospel  Messenger.  The  paper  is  my  only  visitor, 
and  it  is  truly  welcomed  and  read,  and  then  passed 
over  to  my  neighbors,  and  distributed  in  Sunday 

hool. 

The  neighbors  have  started  a  Sunday  school  two 

iles  from  where  we  live.     I  attend   every  Sunday 

can.  Last  Sunday  there  were  only  a  few  present, 
owing  to  unfavorable  weather,  and  the  writer  was 
appointed  to  teach  all. 

Sister  Nannie  Blain  Underbill's  article  on  "  They 
passed  by  on  the  other  side,"  is  well  worth  reading, 
and  ought  to  be  heeded  by  every  Christian.  Sister 
Mary  Frantz,  on  "  Changes,"  made  my  mind  run 
back  to  the  time  when  I  was  under  the  inSuence  Mf" 
Christian  parents,  Sunday  schools,  and  «___j«4i  J 
but  how  much  things  have  changed!  I  try  to 
thankful  and  contented,  for  God  is  ever  near,  i 
promises  a  blessing  to  all  who  are  faithful. 

Lottie  E.  Carvef 

June  23. 

From  Kearney,  Nebr. 


According  to  the  directions  of  our  Mission 
Board  we  reached  the  above-named  place  June  17- 
We  are  in  the  midst  of  an  interesting  meeting, 
notwithstanding  the  busy  times.  Three  souls  have 
been  received  into  the  fold,  and  others  are  almost 
persuaded.  June  27  we  enjoyed  a  feast  together, 
It  was  indeed  a  feast  to  the  soul.  We  were  made 
to  rejoice,  as  the  time  for  the  feast  drew  nigh,  to 
see  some  of  our  dear  brethren  and  sisters  with 
whom  we  formerly  worshiped. 

The  day  following  the  feast  there  was  a  choice 
held  for  a  minister.  After  prayer  and  meditation 
Bro.  Ira.  C.  Snavely,  a  very  worthy  young  brother, 
was  chosen.  In  the  bounds  of  this  church  resides 
our  brother,  S.  M.  Forney.  He  has  charge  of  the 
little  flock  and  has  labored  faithfully  in  a  large  p°r- 
tion  of  territory  here  in  the  West. 

We  expect  to  continue  our  meeting  at  this  p'ace 
till  July  5,  at  which  time  we  go  to  Miller,  Nebr., 
where  there  is  a  small  body  of  members.  The 
crops  are  excellent  in  Nebraska  this  year.  Farmers 
are  preparing  to  gather  the  harvest.  The  spirit"3 
harvest  is  also  great.  The  fields  are  already  "fc- 
Where  are  the  reapers?  Dear  reader,  what  are  y° 
doing  towards  helping  to  gather  in  this  great  rrar 
vest?  c.  B.  Smith. 

June  jo. 


MYSTERIES. 

{Concluded  from  Page  U7.) 

also  will  save  to  the  uttermost.    Why  stop 
taking  the  best  and  sure  plan,  that  we  ' 


ihort  < 
"know  ft 


juiy"^ 

II  the  elements  of  good  it  is  possible  to  have  en- 

afted,  in  the   incomplete   systems?    Having  the 
gfil  ole'te  system  we  are  that  much  ahead. 

lust  so  in  this  matter  of  divine  healing  or  treat- 
.  a  bodily  afflictions.  Why  not,  at  once,  fall  in 
!■ "  with  a  religion  that  is  true  without  a  question 
0'{  doubt?  H  religion  we  must  have,  in  order  to  a 
ntration  0f  mjnd  and  thought,  and  a  modus 
tirandi  of  treatment  that  will  produce  the  de- 
ired  result,  let  us  accept  the  best  and  carry  it 
ut  to  the  betterment  of  mortals,  here  and  here- 
after. 

There  is  no  veto  found  in  the  Bible  against  di- 
vine  healing.  The  Great  Author  of  our  Christian 
religion  has  sanctioned  it  by  this  work  and  sancti- 
fied it  by  his  life  and  atonement.  He  "himself 
took  our  infirmities  and  bore  our  sicknesses."  The 
eye-witnesses  of  his  personal  ministry  practiced 
it.  James,  in  his  epistle,  enjoins  it,  especially  up- 
on believers.  Therefore  we  can  see  no  reason  why 
any  one  should  be  found  going  after  strange  ideal 
gods,  or  be  led  away  from  the  Truth  by  religious 
quacks,  who  devise  a  course  of  practice  to  relieve 
the  defects  of  the  body  and  then  bring  in  here- 
sies that  deceive  the  soul.  We  do  know  the 
followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  can  accomplish 
as  much,  in  line  with  the  Divine  Mind,  as  any 
other  people.  To  them  there  are  promises  that 
shall  never  fail,  so  long  as  they  walk  in  the  light 
as  Jesus  walked  in  the  light.  There  is  no  system 
of  revelation  so  complete  as  the  Gospel.  It  will 
meet  all  the  demands  of  body,  soul  and  spirit,  and 
I  am  glad  we  do  not  need  to  appeal  to  the  witch 
of  Endor  or  any  other  soothsayer  in  order  to  at- 
tain wisdom,  knowledge  and  blessings.  Jesus 
came  to  us  and  has  lifted  the  vail  that  we  might 
see  divine   humanity;   and   he  has  shown    us  the 

possibilities  of  the  dual  man.     Thanks  be   to    his 
,    holy  name! 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
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Sugar  Creek  Church,  111.— We  met  in  council 
June  20.  Bro.  Conrad  Fitz  was  our  Moderai or.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  Sept.  18,  and  al- 
so a  series  of  meetings,  commencing  about  Sept.  6. 
At  this  meeting  two  young  brethren  joined  in  with 
the  people  of  God.— John  M.  Miller,  Auburn,  III. 

Higginsville,  W.  Va. — Since  our  last  meeting  I 
attended  the  meeting  at  Spring  Gap.  Bro.  Benja- 
min W.  Smith  preached  June  18  and  19.  Two 
precious  souls  were  baptized  into  Christ.  We  were 
glad  to  see  so  many  young  brethren  and  sisters  in 
the  church.  Bro.  Smith  will  preach  for  us  July  12, 
and  also  at  Spring  Gap  the  third  Sunday  in  July. — 
Annie  B.  Shanholtz. 

Lyle,  Wash— Bro.  Geo.  C.  Carl  came  to  us  June 
16  and  remained  till  June  23.  He  preached  nine 
soul-cheering  sermons.  There  was  quite  an  awak- 
ening among  the  people.  We  were  made  to  re- 
joice to  see  one  dear  brother  put  on  Christ  in  holy 
baptism,  to  walk  in  newness  of  life.  Others  were 
deeply  impressed,  and  .some  seem  near  the  king 
dom.-£.  B.  Spangler,  June  24. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Mo.— Since  Annual  Meet- 
ing we  have  had  pleasant  visits  from  some  of  out 
ministering  brethren  from  a  distance.  Bro.  Hiram 
Lehman  and  wife,  of  Geistown,  Pa.,  were  with  us 
While  here,  Bro.  Lehman  preached  several  excel 
lent  sermons.  Bro.  Derius  Overholtzer,  of  Covina 
Cal.,  was  here  Sunday,  June  21.  He  delivered  somi 
able  discourses  Sunday  morning  and  evening  anc 
Monday  evening.—  Bertha  Kring,  St.  Martin's,  Mo. 
June  26 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Cori^pondents^ 


Midland,  Va.— In  my  report  of  meetings,  held  at 
Hickory  Knob  schoolhouse,  I  meant  to  say  each 
"evening"  instead  of  "  morning."— Andrew  Cham- 
bers, June  1  J. 

Wichita,  Kans.— Our  love  feast  at  the  Kechi 
meetinghouse  is  in  the  past.  Three  score  and  ten 
of  God's  pilgrims  were  gathered  around  the  Lord's 
table.  Bro.  John  Wise  officiated.  Bro.  Wine,  of 
Rockingham  County,  Virginia,  was  with  us.  His 
presence  was  highly  appreciated.  He  gave  evi- 
dence of  being  an  energetic  worker. — David  H. 
Miller. 

Cedar  Church,  Iowa.— Our  quarterly  council  was 
held  to-day.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast 
this  fall,  in  connection  with  our  Ministerial  Meet- 
ing. Oct.  14  and  15  is  the  date  of  our  Ministerhl 
Meeting.  Oct.  17  and  18  will  be  our  love  feast. 
We  hope  our  brethren  will  so  arrange  as  to  be  with 
us  at  these  meetings,  that  we  may  enjoy  a  refresh- 
ing season  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord— John 
ZucktJune  27. 

Berrien,  Mich.— Our  feast  of  June  20,  owing  to 
the  busy  season,  was  not  so  largely  attended,  yet 
members  and  outsiders  say  we  had  the  best  meet- 
ing ever  held  at  this  place.  Our  choice  for  a  minis- 
ter resulted  in  the  election  and  installation  of  Bro. 
William  Weaver.  Brethren  Chaney,  Replogle  and 
John  Hagley  were  chosen  to  the  office  of  deacon. 
The  installation  services,  by  Eld.  I.  D.  Parker,  were 
solemn  and  impressive.— Eli  Roose. 

Howard  Church,  Ind  —  The  members  of  this 
church  assembled  in  quarterly  council  June  13. 
Bro.  Jacob  Cripe,  our  elder,  being  present,  all  busi- 
ness passed  off  pleasantly.  Two  members  were  re- 
claimed. We  desired  to  hold  our  Communion 
meeting  Oct.  23,  at  2  P.  M.  We  decided  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings  this  fall  or  winter.  Four  were 
received  by  baptism  since  our  quarterly  council, 
March  13.— Geo.  Brubaker,  Ridgeway,  Ind.,  June  26. 


Elk  Lick,  Pa.— The  members  of  this  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  June  27.  One  brother,  who 
had  wandered  away,  was  restored.  We  also  de- 
cided to  hold  a  love  feast  and  series  of  meetings 
this  fall,  and  to  get  Bro.  H.  C.  Early,  of  Virginia, 
to  do  the  preaching.  Our  Sunday  school  is  pro- 
gressing nicely.  We  use  the  Brethren's  Quarterlies 
and  You-g  Disriple.  which,  we  think,  help  much  to 
keep  up  the  interests  of  our  school.— W.  A.  Gaunt, 
June  2Q. 

Cottonwood  Church,  Kans.— We  met  in  council 
June  20,  and  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  We 
have  long  been  hindered  by  having  no  place  of 
worship  of  our  own,  but  we  are  now  earnestly  en- 
deavoring to  build  a  churchhouse,  and  have  almost 
succeeded  in  raising  the  necessary  funds.  We  hope 
to  have  our  church  completed  by  the  time  of  our 
love  feast,  about  Oct.  1.  We  have  five  appoint- 
ments near  here,  and  a  prosperous  Sunday  school. 
— Mory  Burnett. 

Middle  Fork  Church,  Ind— We  met  in  quarterly 
council  June  25.  Two  were  received  by  letter. 
We  appointed  our  harvest  meeting  for  Aug.  30,  at 
11:  15  A.  M.  Our  love  feast  will  be  Oct.  17,  at  2 
P.  M.  A  home  mission  board  was  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  more  preaching  in  this  con- 
gregation. Bro.  G  B.  Heeter,  of  North  Manches- 
ter, Ind.,  was  present  and  gave  us  some  good  coun- 
sel! He  will  preach  in  Edna  Mills  next  Sunday.— 
John  E.  Meizger,  Edna  Mills,  Ind.,  June  26. 

Middle  Creek  Church,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast  of 
June  20  was  truly  a  feast  of  good  things  to  th. 
soul.  Ministers  were  present  from  each  of  the  sur 
rounding  churches,  who  dealt  out  the  Word  in 
very  instructive  manner,  to  large  audiences.  Twi 
were  baptized  during  the  meetings.  Sunday,  June 
21,  at  g:  30  A.  M.,  we  had  children's  meeting. 
Brethren  C.  and  S.  Brower  addressed  the  school  in 
a  very  instructive  manner.  We  have  a  prosperous 
school  here.  We  had  preaching  at  11  A.  M.,  which 
was  very  edifying  —J.  C.  Pfoutz. 

Sweetwater  Lake  Church,  Ramsey  County,  N. 
Dak— We  have  just  been  privileged  to  enjoy  a 
feast  with  the  brethren  and  sisters  in  the  far  north. 
It  was  indeed  a  soul-cheering  and  spirit-reviving 
season  of  meetings.  It  was  estimated  that  ninety- 
five  members  surrounded  the  Lord's  table.  Good 
order  prevailed  throughout  the  services.  Two  dear 
souls  were  baptized  on  the  day  of  the  feast,  one  of 
whom  was  our  daughter.  Thanks  be  to  God  that 
our  children  are  coming  into  the  fold  so  young  — 
Marshall  Colebank,  Devil's  Lake,  N.  Dak.,  June  27. 


Carlisle,  Ark.— We  are  especially  pleased  with 
Gosi'el  Messenger  No.  16,  page  250,  the  "Life 
Insurance  Card,"  by  A.  Benner.  Last  week  we 
handed  the  card  to  a  Baptist  preacher.  He  gave 
out  notice  that  he  would  preach  on  insurance. 
When  the  time  came,  there  was  a  crowded  church. 
The  minister  read  the  card;  then  said,  "Brethren, 
sisters,  and  friends,  are  you  insured  in  the  King's 
insurance  company?  If  so,  your  policies  will  nev- 
er expire.  Study  the  card,  commit  it  to  memory! 
Teach  it  to  your  children;  it  will  save  our  souls."— 
Jas.  H.  l.arkins. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  J.  M.  Moh-^ 
ler,  of  Lcwistown,  Pa.,  commenced  meetings  at  this 
place  June  13  and  continued  until  the  28th.  We 
had  very  nice  weather  for  our  meetings,  and  also 
good  attendance.  We  were  much  built  up  and  en- 
couraged during  these  services.  As  a  result  twelve 
dear  souls  were  made  to  turn  from  the  error  of 
their  way  and  accept  Christ.  We  think  there  are 
others  near  the  fold.  Our  Communion  service 
was  held  on  Saturday  evening,  June  27.  About 
three  hundred  members  surrounded  the  tables. 
Our  Sunday  school  numbered  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-seven June  28.—/.  ff.  Filte,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Kogue  Kiver  Valley  Church,  Oregon— Our  love 
feast  of  June  20  was  a  pleasant  one.  We  had 
preaching  June  16,  at  night;  also  Saturday,  at  11  A. 
M.,  and  at  night.  There  were  about  twenty-six 
members  seated  around  the  Lord's  table.  About 
five  ministers  were  present.  Bro.  I.  P.  Mumma  of- 
ficiated. To-day,  at  9  A.  M.,  the  church  held  an 
election  [the  writer  does  not  say  for  what  office.— 
Ed.  I  The  lot  fell  on  our  dear  brother,  Marcus 
Carl.  He  and  wife  were  duly  installed  into  their 
office.  At  10  A.  M.,  Bro.  I.  P.  Mumaw  delivered  a 
short  but  good  discourse  to  the  children.  Wc  had 
preaching  at  1 1  A.  M.,  also  at  3  P.  M„  and  at  night. 
—  '■usan  M.  Rhodes,  Talent,  Oregon,  June  21. 

Bethel  Church,  Md.-Our  Communion  meeting, 
held  June  20,  was  a  feast  of  love  indeed  to  those 
who  participated  in  it.  The  weather  was  very 
and  although  the  house  was  crowded  wc  had 
good  order.  This  was  the  first  love  feast  held  at 
this  church,  it  having  been  organized  only  about  a 
year  ago.  The  little  band  numbers  about  sixteen 
members.  Our  ministers  from  other  points  were 
brethren '  Samuel  Utz,  Charles  Bonsack,  C.  L. 
Pfoutz,  and  Solomon  Stoner.  After  services  at  the 
church',  we  went  to  the  house  of  our  brother,  Da- 
vid Bowers,  who  has  been  afflicted  for  nine  months. 
There  we  enjoyed  another  feast  with  our  brother, 
long  to  be  remembered.— Clara  Bowers,  Harney, 
Md. 

Purchase  Line,  Pa.— The  members  of  the  Manor 
church,  Pa.,  held  their  love  feast  June  27.  Our 
hearts  were  filled  with  gratitude  to  God  for  the 
blessed  privilege  of  meeting  some  of  our  dear 
brethren  and  sisters  from  other  congregations. 
The  visiting  ministers  were  brethren  Frank  and  Ira 
Holsopple,  J.  W.  Spicher,  Daniel  Shafer,  and  J.  H. 
Beer.  Bro.  Frank  Holsopple  officiated.  Bro. 
James  Widoson  was  called  to  the  ministry,  and 
brethren  Richard  Learn,  Nelson  Fyock,  and  Dan- 
iel Burkhart  to  the  deacon's  office.  Bro.  Beer  con- 
ducted a  short  series  of  meetings  in  the  Union 
church  in  Diamondville  before  the  love  feast.  One 
soul  was  restored  to  fellowship  and  three  have  been 
baptized  since  our  last  report.— Lizzie  Fyock. 

Shideler.  Ind.-June  20,  I  met  with  the  Brethren 
at  William  .port,  Ind.  We  held  our  quarterly 
church  coun  :il  on  Saturday.  All  matters  were  dis- 
posed of  with  a  Christian  spirit.  We  decided  to 
hold  a  love  feast  Aug.  l$,  at  4  P.  M.  I  remained 
with  them  over  Lord's  Day.  Then  I  went  to  Per- 
rysville,  whfre  I  preached  two  sermons,  and  from 
there  to  E  gene,  where  I  preached  two  sermons.  I 
was  met  on  Friday  evening  by  wife  and  son,  in 
Muncie.  On  Saturday  morning  we  went  to  the  Up- 
per Fall  Creek  church  council,  where  Bro.  Joe  L. 
Hoover  was  installed  into  the  ministry.  He  is  the 
son  of  Eld.  D.  F.  Hoover,  who  has  charge  of  this 
church.  We  remained  here  until  Sunday  evening. 
Our  associations  with  the  Lord's  people  here  were 
pleasant.— Geo,  L.  Studebaker. 
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Atchison,  Kans. — 13ro.  C.  C.  Root, 
of  Ozawkie,  is  preaching  for  us  at 
present,  and  we  appreciate  the  favor 
very  much.  There  have  been  five  ac- 
cessions to  the  church  since  Bro. 
Root  began  to  preach  here,  a 
more  are  counting  the  cos 
Brethren's  doctrine  is  almost  unknown 
in  this  vicinity,  but  gladly  received 
by  many. — L.  S.  Smith,  June  2S. 

Thorn,  Term. — We  organized  a  Sun- 
day school  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  church 
May  24,  with  twenty-four  on  the  roll. 
We  now  have  forty-two  enrolled. 
Eld.  John  H.  Garst  is  the  Superintend- 
ent and  the  writer  is  the  Secretary. 
There  has  been  no  Sunday  school  at 
this  place  for  two  years  past.  We 
hope,  however,  to  succeed  in  the  pres- 
ent effort. — Lena  May  Sherfy,June  2f. 

Beaver  Dam,  Ind.— The  Brethren 
met  in  quarterly  council  June  20.  Ou 
elder,  Samuel  Lcckrone,  was  present; 
also  Eld.  John  W.  Metzger,  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  brethren  Emmanuel  Leck- 
rone  and  W.  F.  Neel,  of  Eel  River, 
Ind.,  whose  presence  was  much  en- 
joyed. After  the  meeting  one  dear 
brother  was  buried  with  Christ  in  bap- 
tism.— Edward  Warren,  Sevastopol,  Ind, 

Maple  Grove  Church,  Kans. --Last 
Saturday  evening  was  our  love  feast. 
We  had  a  good  meeting.  Our 
bership  was  well  represented.  ' 
were  a  number  of  visiting  members 
present,  but  no  ministers.  Bro.  J.  R 
Garber  officiated.  Two  were  received 
by  letter.  We  have  organized  a  Bible 
reading  at  the  churchhouse,  which 
meets  every  Sunday  evening. — Aldula 
Throne,  Norton,  Kans,,  June  22. 


Buck  Creek  Church,  Ind.  —  Our 
council  was  held  at  this  place  June  6, 
preparatory  to  the  Communion.  One 
who  had  wandered  from  the  fold  was 
reclaimed.  Another  one,  at  the  pre- 
vious council,  was  reclaimed.  Our 
Communion  occurred  June  13.  It  was 
well  attended.  About  one  h 
and  thirty-five  members  surrounded 
the  tables  of  the  Lord.  It  was  indeed 
a  feast  to  the  soul.—  T.  B.  Wikc,  Moore- 
land,  Ind.,  June  2J. 

Grenola,    Kans.— To  day   I    was    to 

go   to   Rose  Va.lcy,  but  heavy  rainfall 

)rcvented  me.    We  have  been  having 

ain   now  for  seven  days  in  succession. 

am  to  meet  with  the  brethren  and 

isters  in  the  Parsons  church  July  4 

and    5.     I    shall   spend    two    or    three 

weeks  in  the  Chi  rokee  Strip,  now  at- 

hed  to  Oklahoma,  in   August,    be- 

ning  Aug.   8.     I    expect  to    be   at 

donia  and   Parsons  in  October,  the 

•d  willing.-  W.  B.  Sell,  June  2 


. .  FALLEN  i ASLEEP 


SHOE.— In  the  Shoal  Creek  church,  New- 
ton Co.,  Mo.,  June  3,  1806,  of  Brighfs  disease, 
Bro.  Jacob  Shoe,  aged  90  years,  9  months  and 
17  days.  He  was  bom  near  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Aug.  17,  1805,  and  was  united  in  matrimon) 
with  Mary  Oswalt,  May,  1830.  Both  unitet 
with  the  Brethren  church  about  1850.  Shi 
preceded  him  to  the  future  world  nearly  thir 
Bro.  Shoe  was  confined  to  hi: 
months.     The  church  has  los 


bed  about  nine  n 
a  faithful  father 
loss  will  be  his  gai 
writer,  assisted  by 


-In  the 


T.  A.  Robinson. 
nticello  church,  Ind. 


Lriy  ; 


Heizer, 
Cor.  12  v 


-At 


il    1 


d  by  Bro.  Keller  and 
remarks  made  on  the  same.  We  ex- 
pect to  hold  our  harvest  meeting  Aug. 
1  and  2.  Bro.  Barnhart,  of  Seward, 
st  our  min- 
ve  feast  will 


Duncansville,  Pa.— Our  love  feast 
was  held  on  Saturday  evening  June 
20.  The  weather  was  all  that  could 
be  desired.  We  had  a  good  meeting. 
Bro.  J.  B.  Miller,  of  Woodbury,  Pa., 
was  the  only  visiting  minister  and 
did  the  officiating  at  the  love  feast 
service.  He  also  preached  on  Sun- 
day and  talked  to  the  Sunday  school 
before  preaching  services.— D.  S.  Rep- 
logle,  MeKee's  Gap,  Pa.,  June  23. 

Upper  Fall  Creek,  Ind.— Our  church 
council  was  held  yesterday.  We  had 
meetings  to  day.  Bro.  George  Stude- 
baker  preached.  Bro.  Joseph  Hoover 
was  installed  into  the  first  degree  of 
the  ministry  yesterday.  Bro.  Stude- 
baker  did  the  work.  This  evening  he 
conducted  a  children's  meeting  at 
Bethel.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held 
Sept.  IS.  Is  there  any  one  who  would 
like  to  locate  in  Middletown  and 
preach  for  us?  A  resident  minister  is 
needed.— Florida  J.  E.  Green,  Middle- 
town,  Ind.,  June  2Q. 

Garden  Grove,  Iowa.— The  mem- 
bers of  the  Franklin  church,  Decatur 
Co.,  Iowa,  met  in  quarterly  council 
June  20.  All  business  passed  off  very 
pleasantly.  Three  letters  of  member- 
ship were  handed  in,  making  six 
added  to  our  number  by  letter  since 
the  beginning  of  this  year.  We  decid- 
ed to  continue  our  Sunday  school 
another  quarter,  with  the  same  officers 
as  before.  We  also  decided  to  hold 
a  Communion  meeting  Sept.  22.  A 
series  of  meetings  will  begin  Sept.  10, 
and  continue  over  the  Communion. 
We  expect  to  celebrate  July  4  by 
holding  religious  services  at  our 
church. — Jemima  Kob,June  25. 


Kans.,  is  expected  to  as 
istering  brethren.  Our 
be  held  Oct.  10  and  11. 
pect   to    hold    a    series 


We  also  . 


eettngs 
some  time  this  fall.  Bro.  Keller  stayed 
with  us  and  preached  Saturday  night, 
Sunday  morning  and  Sunday  night. — 
Ella  Bmnnemcyer,  June  13. 

Weiner,  Ark.— We  have  been  labor- 
ing in  this  church  the  past  week  or 
more,  closing  with  a  love  feast  last 
evening.  Hav  ng  no  minister  and,  for 
the  past  six  months,  but  few  meetings, 
the  members  feel  the  need  of  help 
and  encouragement.  A  number  of 
the  brethren  and  sisters  drove  from 
Palestine  in  a  wagon,  fifty  miles,  to 
attend  the  meeting.  Their  presence 
and  help  were  much  appreciated. 
Bro.  Jacob  Sloniker,  being  of  the 
number,  ably  assisted  in  holding  forth 
the  Word. — D.  ' L.  Forney,  Palestine, 
At k.,  June  22. 

Rome  Church,  Ohio.— Our  Commun- 

n    meeting,    held    June    13,    was    a 

feast  of    love    indeed    to    those    who 

participated.      The    attendance    from 

large  as  on  former 

occasions,   on   account   of  a  feast    in 

Green  Spring  church  at  the  same 

time.     Ministerial    help    was    ample. 

day   before   our   feast   one  more 

precious    soul   was   received   into   the 

ch  by  baptism.     On  Monday  after 

feast  two  aged  sisters  returned  to 

fold  from  the  Old  Order  Brethren. 

There  is  joy  in  the  Father's  family  at 

place.— Maggie  A.  Dickey,  Alvada, 

Ohio' 


DILLING, 

June_2o,  1896,  Nancy  Dilling,  aged  26  years, 
3  months  and  26  days.  Deceased  was  born 
Feb.  25,  1870.  She  united  with  the  Brethren's 
of  eleven  years,  and 
tian  life  until  death.  Her 
:  and  severe,  but  she  bore 
was  anointed  a  short  time 
e  and  expressed  herself 
.villing  to  go.  She  leaves 
loving  brothers  and  sis- 
landa  preceded  her  only 
the  spirit  world  beyond, 
very  devoted  Christians, 
pected  by  all.  Services 
ter.        J.  A.  Weaver. 


lived  a  faithful  Ch: 
fferings  were  lon| 
em  bravely.    She 
ilore  her  departu 

fully  resigned  and 


few  years  ago  1 


COFFMAN.— In  the 
Va.,  May  27,  i8g6,  of  [ 
Coffman,  aged  76  years  and  19  da 
ceased  had  been  quite  feeble,  and  required 
great  deal  of  attention  for  some  years  p 
was  buried  at  the  St.  John  church.  Sin"' 
by  Eld.  Benjamin  Miller  and  I.  C.  Myers 

J.  A.  Garber, 

HOLLER— In  the  Greenmount  church,  Va 
June  9,  1896,  of  heart  trouble,  sister  Virginia 
'vs. 


-■reenmount  chur  h 
Joseph' 


71  years,  3  months  and  26  d 


husband  preceded  h 

of  the  church 


whom  are  membc 
a  consistent  meml 

at  the  Mt.  Zion  church  by  Eld.  Ben' 
J.  A.  Garber, 


Mille 


nd  the 


years. 


ed  by  the 


-MATRIMONIAL- 

herelore  God  Bath  joined  together,  let  n 


BUCKWALTER-KRUPP._At  2029  North 
Thirteenth  Street,  June  11,  1896,  by  the  under- 
signed,   Bro.  Isaac   N.  Buckwalter  and  sister 
Lydia  Moyer  Krupp,  both  of  Philadelphia. 
T.  T.  Mvers. 

CLINE-HAYS.-At  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents,  Eld.  Daniel  and  Sarah  Hays, 
Broadway,  Va.,  June  21,  1896,  by  the  under- 
signed, S.  R.  Cline  and  Florence  Hays. 

J.  F.  Driver. 


HOOVER.— In  the  Loramie  church,  She! 
by  Co.,  Ohio,  June  14,  1896,  sister  Leah  Hoov- 
fe  of  Bro.  Jonathan  Hoover,  aged  45 
2  months  and  28  days.  The  faithful 
life  of  our  deceased  sister  rendered  her  es 
nd  loved  by  all.  The  church  feel; 
that  the  cause  sustains  a  great  loss.  Funeral 
services  by  Bro.  H.  C.  Longanecker  and  thi 
writer  from  Rev.  21:4,— God's  design  in  sor 
row  and  tears.  I.  J.  Rosenberger. 

BAKER.— In  the  Woodberry  congregation 
Baltimore,  Md.,  May  27,  1896,  sister  Sallie  A 
Baker  {nee  Lehigh),  aged  26  years,  6  month! 
and  11  days.  She  was  a  worthy  member  of 
the  Brethren  church  for  the  last  six  y 
Her  seat  in  church  and  Sunday  school 
seldom  vacant.  She  was  sick  about  four 
weeks.  At  her  request  she  was  anointed. 
She  was  a  bride  and  a  corpse  within  eight 
months.  Her  remains  were  taken  to  the 
Meadow  Branch  church,  Carroll  Co.,  Md., 
where  the  funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
brethren  Emmanuel  Babylon  and  John  A. 
Smith  from  Matt.  24:  44. 

Manda  E.  Lehigh. 

McCAULEY.— At  Woodberry,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  Dec.  25,  1895,  of  pneumonia,  Bessie  Lo- 
retta,  beloved  daughter  of  friend  Winfield  and 
sister  Jane  McCauley,  aged  3  years,  3  months 
and  21  days.  She  was  the  first  one  to  be 
taken  from  the  family  circle.  Funeral  serv- 
ices at  the  house  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  M.  E. 
church.  Hannah  Henry. 

TRUSS.  — In    the    Wabash    church,    near 
;rvia,   Wabash  Co.,   Ind.,  June  20,   1896,  of 
paralysis,  sister  Sarah  Truss,  widow  of  Conrad 
Truss,  aged  75  years,  9  months  and  20  days. 
Pennsylvania  Aug.  15,  1821. 
D  Conrad  Truss  in  1836.     To 
twelve  children,— four  sons 


nd 


of  the 


ight  daughters.     F 

;r  have  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world. 

884,  she,  with  her  husband,  united  with 

German  Baptist  Brethren  church,  to  which 

remained    faithful    until    death.     Seven 

children    remain.     Funeral    services    in    the 

Wabash   church,  conducted  by   Eld.  Samuel 

Leckrone,  of  the  Eel  River  church  and  Eld. 

N.  W.  Crumrine,  from  John  14:  16.    Burial  in 

etery.  KlTTIE  HURSH. 

MOYER.-In  the  bounds  of  the  Sil 


church,  Ohio,  J 
years,  6 
ied  to  D 


896,  H.  W.  Moyer, 
;  and  20  days.  He 
:iters,  Feb.  22,  1859. 
to  their  union.  Two 
ee  children  and  a 
.  Moyer  was  an  af- 
father  and  good  counselor. 

A.  A.  Throne. 
TURNER.-In    the    Brock 


have  gone  before, 
mother  still  remair 
fectii 


Va.,  April  4, 
B.  Turner,  ag 
Deceased  w; 
Brown,  Sept. 
is  left  to  moi 


>  years,  7  t 


Gap    church, 

tonths  and  6  days. 

sister    Mary    C. 
vith  five  children, 

Funeral  by  I.e. 

J.  A.  Garber. 


She  le 


REILY.-In  the  Woodberry  congregation 
Baltimore,  Md  ,  April  11,  1896,  sister  Mary  / 
Reily,  aged  68  years,  10  months  and  5  days 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  John  A.  Smith  from 
1  Cor.  15:19.  Manda  E.  Lehigh. 

FORA.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Irvin  Creek 
church,  Dunn  Co.,  Wis.,  June  21,  ,896,  of 
heart  trouble,  Eli  Stimen  Fora,  son  of  John 
W.,  and  Sarah  Fora,  aged  IS  years,  8  months 
and  23  days.  He  leaves  a  father  and  mother, 
four  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral  Serv- 
by  the  writer  from  ;  Pet,  1:  24. 

Samuel  Crist. 
'    STRICKER.-At  Adams,  Nehr.,  June   ,,, 
9«,  Mrs.  Leah  Strieker,  aged  68  years  and 
months.    She  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
agdalena  Bucks.    She  was  born  in  Shafers- 
wn,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  15,  1827.    She 
is  a  widow  for  many  years  and  had  her 
r  John  Netzley  for  twenty-two 
es  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters.   She  suffered  greatly  from  cancer   for 
sixteen  months.    She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Evangelical   church  until  her   death. 
Funeral    services   conducted    by   the   under- 
signed from  Job  14:  14. 

A.  D.  Sollenberger. 

ROHRER.— In  the  Cole  Creek  congrega- 
tion,  111.,  May  31,   r8o6,  of  pneumonia,  Bro. 
Benjamin    Rohrer,   aged  63  years,  4  months     „. 
and    14    days.     He    was    born    in    Uncaster)  Ml 
County,   Pa.,  and  came  to  Fulton  COttUry,  11V.;     ' 
in   1847.     He  was  married  to  Mary  Hurshey, 
who  still  survives  him.    He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  served  faithfully  in  the  office  of 
deacon  for  several  years.    He  leaves  a  wid- 
ow and   eight  children.    He    called    for   the 
elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed.    Fu- 
neral by  the  writer  from  Rev.  3:  12. 

S.  BUCKLEW. 

HARMAN.— In  the  Mohi 
Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  June  20, 
Harman  (««  Weaver),  wife  of  friend  Philip 
Harman,  aged  75  years,  8  months  and  4  days. 
She  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Oct. 
16,  1820,  and  emigrated  with  her  parents  to 
Ohio  in    1844.    She   was   married    to   friend 
Philip   Harman   March  4,    1845. 
with  the  Brethren  church  in  1846, 
half  century  she  has  trusted  to  fj 
"Lo  I  am  with  you  alway,  even 
of  the  world."    She  leaves  a  hu 
ons  and  two  daughters.    Three 
d  her  to  the  spirit  world.    Fum 
ed  by  Eld.  Tobias  h 
Wm,  Dessenberg,  fro: 

J.  W.  Budd. 
McCOLLOUGH.-In   the  Rock  Run  con- 
gregation, east  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  June  18,  1896, 
John    McCollough,    aged   66    years,  7 
s  and  20  days.    He  was  born  near  Ber- 
anada.    He  came  with  his  parents   to 
Elkhart  County,   Ind.,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.    He 
arriage 
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March  25,  1849.    Th: 

childrei 
preceded  h 


5  blessed  with 
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and     thr. 


child" 
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orld.     No 
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ks,  who  ! 


Mary  F 

fe,  two  son 
by  I.  L.  Berkey, 


age    to 
•es  him.    He  leaves 
id  one  daughter.    Services 
sted  by  Daniel  Riggle. 
M.  N.  Rensberger. 

CLINGENPEEL.— In  the  Bachelor  Ru" 
mrch,  Ind.,  June  18,  1896,  sister  Naomi 
Clingenpeel,  aged  79  years,  5  months  an 
19  days.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  over  fifty  years.  In  all  this  time  her 
Christian  walk  was  never  called  in  question. 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Toney  and  others. 
A.  W.  EIKENBERRV' 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 

at  T    M.,  Verdigris  church.  Greei 
ulr      Kiins     at  G.  W.  Garst's,  8  miles  sout 

,.  „r  "  P  M  -.  <  "W'Jir  i-  n-.-k  Chun.  li.  11. -in 
•^ncion.lnd. 

«  „i  2  P.  M.,Ogan's  Creek  church,  Ind 
'Ue'4'at  U  A.  M-,  Crooked  Creek  church, 
lUinRiou  Co  ■  Iowa. 

^♦ADVERTISEMENTS  < 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

JJ«™onth»  (13 time.} 

„  months  (J6  times) 

),„.»  (Si  times) 

r£-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  r 


At  Your  Leisure... 

i'ou  can  read  the  "  Full  Report "  of  the 
mual  Meeting,  and  get  the  benefit  of 
that  was  said  without  the  expense  and 


Life  and  Sermons  «f  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
ys  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
at  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 


Noc 


s  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
Ministers,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents, 
'Jdress  this  office. 


the  Brethren  Defended. 


are  admonished  by  the  apostle  tc 
1  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  i 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  pc 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  g 


the 


desi 


nfon 


uld    be 


.■  just  where  to  get  it.  "The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
;ition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
on,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  ,61.25;  to 
ters,  Si. 00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
:ulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  senseof  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

S.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version, 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

{7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  {»  to  othei 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {&)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

n.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons.     (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 

i  heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  witfc 
tplanatiou,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


DUBBEL'S 

RED   THYME 

PAIN  CURE 


..,,,„> 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  HelpSi  etc. 

The  Gospel  messenger.  A  large,  religious 
eekly,— published  in  the  interest  ol  the  llreth- 
:n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized   church    organ.    Price,  $1.50   per 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 


..    ,  ,1,011(11, 


addres 


In  your  locality 


JUST  AS  GOOD  FOR  HALF 
THE  MONEY. 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac. 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  co 
y  way.  Price,  per  copy,  io  < 
rms  to  energetic  ageuts. 


-Every  fam- 
nplete  in  ev- 


Put  $72  in  your  pocket  and  come  to  Fruit- 
dale,  Ala.,  where  you  may  attend  a  good  insti- 
tution of  learning  at  the  small  cash  expense  of 
£8  per  month.     For  particulars  write 
N.  R.  BAKER, 


7lf 


Fruitdale,  Ala 


Seed-Time. 


rWe  call  special  attention  to  our  uns 
passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  read 

book  published  at  especially  low  pne 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
author  and  publisher. 


James  T.  Quintan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  State 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 
Butter.  Eggs,  Poultry,  Gam.  and  Fruits,  8pi 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  '•  contains  the  lesson  text, 
1  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wt 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 
wants. 

Ingle  subscription,  one  ye»r Scoots 

scoptoaod'o"".'^.''.  .'  ■' 3S<  coots  ouch 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
:st,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  llttli 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year *°  cc0 

6  copies,  per  quarter SScod 

tocople.aodo.e. .J,ceot.e.c 


athe 


a  50 


volu 


in  receipt  of  pric 

t  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  State: 

id  terms  to  agen 

work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publtshtno  Co 
Mt.  Mo: 


,  111, 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 


Many  Members. 


Could  not  attend  the  late  Annual  Meet- 
ing. All  such  can  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  discussions  on  the  various  subjects  by 
reading  the  "Full  Report,"  which  is  sent 
from  the  Messenger  office  for  only  25 
cents. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

'«  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Not.  ail  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  foi 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre 
sented  to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  havt 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc 
tion,  and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some 
thing  about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  w( 
ecommend  "Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  $1.50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
ments.     Address  this  office  for  further  particu 


t  Complete  and  Durable 

I  S"b'rfr^^BYPCQM  PEBOJNP. 


j^-Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  var  — 
in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  pleasf 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 


No. 


r  12  c 


102  Four  Designs,  very  line,  flowered  bor- 
der, Blze  8x11, Woents, 

B16  Four  Designs,  very  One  gilt  edge,  Hire 

_  fl  60  oentH, 

1H*  Embossed  Designs,  size  «fl, 25conts. 

818  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x6 2a  cents. 

28(1  Embossed  Flowers,  slzo  4x8 25  cents. 

2ti7  Embossed    Landscape   and    Flowers, 

281  Embossed,  extra  fine,  size  :yax5J^, .  .20  cents. 
287  Birds  and  Laii'.lrii'app.  rti/t.'i^fi'a, .  .  .  .  16  cents. 

m  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  axiili IB  cents, 

286  Flowers  and  Luudst'iipe,  Blze  \\%s.W^  ■  ^  ceuts, 
293  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  'i',i^l/t<  ■  ■  -12  cents, 
291  Fine  Scenery,  s)ze3^x6Ji, 10  cents 

000  •'  The  Gem,"  60  Beantgnl  Cards,  60  De- 
signs  

825VS  Landscape  and 


Classified  Alinutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  arc  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  rc^'irds  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
[892  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.  ^Address  this  office. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5^x7  inches, 
This  13  the  Style  of  Type: 


r  260  t 


Scripture  Text  Tickets,  rot 

When  ordering  cards 

ber  and  price  as  well  as 

there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.-We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 
tised  here. 

dozen  ...  I    s; 


Lear  Cluster,  pictorial  oba 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  farms 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  an 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  1 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


CHAPTER  1. 

1  Tin •nntninqv ■  »/''!>'< <  l,y""ll''!';'"l''!'!!','",n'!fi,',f,';, 

,',,>'.  \.  ',■.,'  ■■!.,.  '  1;  lh',,fjJ  nan  I'f.t'-ih  the 
nameto/Chrisl. 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'aQB  Christ,  ''the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  ctbe  eon  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-hftm  begat  I'saac;  and 
cl'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -^  Ja'cob 
begat  Ja'daa  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  ffjfl'das  begat  Pha'rfia  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar:    and  ^Pha'rSa 


»L, 


cut  sl.ows  the  appear- 
thc  book.  II  is  bound 
n  Persian  Levant,  divinity  clr- 
ruit.lcatlicr  lined  to  edge,  red 
.mcler  gold  edge,  sillt  sewed, 
ind  is  probably  the  most  dura- 


o  call  (or  No.  1836  when! 

Address,  BBBTHBRVS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  111* 
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IWal  Baking 


Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


<r  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  * 


DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 


LOVE  FEAST§. 

at  4  P.  M.,  Cokevlllo,  Woatmoi 

(.i   i  r  M.,  WIIIlaniBport,  Iud. 
at  i  r,  U.;  Suideler,  lnd. 
,  Upper  Kail  Creek,  lnd, 

,  nl.  i  I*.  M.,  StiRar  Creek,  III. 


f  Mi< 


..  IH.nt  2  P.  M  ,  North  Manchester  church,  lnd 

1.  Ill,  at  I  P.  M .Houth  Bond,  lnd. 

;.  83,' Garden  Grove,  Iowa. 

..  S3  and  it,  at  1  P.  M.,  Shannon,  III. 

..  'Jti  iiml  •!!.  North  Fork  church,  Pyrtnont,  Cnr- 


■  f  Tipton,  lown. 
2  P.  M.,  Middle  Fork,  lnd. 
I  p.  M„  Howard  ohuroh,  lnd. 
8  P.  M.,  Roann  church,  lnd. 

10  A.    M.,   black  Swamp,  Walnut 


WHY  PAY  RENT. 


home    /or    yonrsoll    and    children 

Famous  Corn  licit, 


The  Land   Department  of  the   Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


the  many  advantages  possessed  by  thesf 
tile  following  may  be  mentioned: 
OAD    COMPETITION,    with    competing 
,  and    numerous   platforms  for   loading 
grain  by  the  Individual  shipper. 

The  soil  is  a  BLACK  LOAM  resting  on  n  clay 
subsoil,  admirably  adapted  for  raising  wheat,  and 
alns,  flax  and  vegetables, 
fifty  public  schools  in  Foster  and  Wells 


ul.omids  lii  SMALL  sTIIUAMSa 

■ Hll.NKIN.i   WATKK.free  fr- 

nlit uliu-d  at  a  dejnli  of  from  la  tc 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 


TELEGRAM. 


The  following  dispatch  appeared  in 
the  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Pioneer  Press  of 
June  II,  and  the  facts  brought  out  will 
interest  all  homeseekers: 

North  Dakota  Land  Entries. 


more  entries  of  government  land  have  been 
made  with  him  in  the  past  twelve  months  than 
during  any  equal  period  in  the  history  of  the 
office.     The  splendid  crop  of  1895  shows  the 

Eossibilities  of  the  country.  Free  land,  capa- 
le  of  yielding  from  thirty  to  fifty  bushels  of 
wheat,  eighteen  to  twenty-rive  of  flax  and  other 
cereals  in  proportion  to  the  acre,  ought  not  to 
remain  vacant.  There  is  no  railroad  land 
grant  in  the  northern  part  of  thf  State  alter- 
nating with  the  government  domain,  so  large 
parties  of  homeseekers  can  find  locations  near 
together.  The  Dunkers,  or  German  Baptist 
Brethren,  now  have  sixteen  settlements  at  va- 
rious points  along  the  Great  Northern  Railway. 

Persons  wishing  to  take  advantage 
of  the  liberality  of  Uncle  Sam  in  giving 
away  farms,  which  he  cannot  do  much 
longer,  as  the  desirable  land  is  being 
rapidly  occupied,  will  do  well  to  write 
to  the  undersigned  for  printed  matter 
and  any  personal  information  about 
the  country  and  how  to  get  there. 

The  investigations  of  the  United 
States  Weather  Signal  Service  de- 
clare North  Dakota  to  be  outside  the 
cyclone  belt. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICASO,  ILL. 


dales  mill  rates 


:  :■    \  1  I  I     en  \>,   sells  at   Carrlngton, 


Tin  ...  l-ulMtiv*  „  JtKiTKi;  I'lUrK  j.alil  for  ji 
■  hie.-,  i.iel  l.-ti.-r  SI  I  U'l'lNi;  FACIUT1KS  are 

ro.nK.     The  N..111 J-.,,  in.    ]{,  K.aii.l  1  he  MI11' 

1111..U-.M.  Paul  and  Su.11 1 1  Nte.  Marie  K.  R.  trove 

UOVKKXMKNT  HOMESTEAD  lands  enn 
tnkeii  up  KH|.:r,,  I, mid  emt  lie  puroluiseil  on 
<  I  -  ■  >  J "  JW.  .\II.\T  I'l.AN    on  as   favorable  prl 

CHOICE  RAILROAD  LANDS  sell  from  J8.0C 

In    f.'n'e.'ilii.l    l.i.lv.h.r,,nMi.  n^    wll'li     inhi.'-l' 

SIX   PER  CENT. 


►  Brethren's 

t  Plain  Clothing  1  j 


who''hl'tv!ln\'!''itl 
In  this  colony,  w 


s  of  p 


FULL 

REPORT 

OF 

ANNUAL 

MEETING 


This  year's  Eeport  is  unusually 
interesting.  Orders  are  coming 
in  fast !  If  you  want  to  be  sure 
of  getting  a  copy, 

ORDER  TO-DAY! 

The  edition  is  limited!  Send 
for  a  copy  while  the  supply  lasts! 
Price,  only  25  cents  per  copy. 
Per  dozen,  $2.50.     Address: 

BRETHREN'S  PUBLISHING  CO., 

Mt.  Moms,  111. 


What  Croi>s  Can  Be  Raised  on 

the  Dos  Pa*os  Colony 

in  California? 


We  sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 
Addrces:  GENX  MISS.  Sc  TRACT  COM.. 

M(.  Morrli.  111. 


O.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R. : 
WM.  H.  PHIPPS,  St.  Paul,  M 

Land  Commissioner, 

Northern  Puclfic  R.  R.  Co. 


Life  Insurance. 


at  the  late  Annual  Meeting.  You  should 
read  it  in  the  "  Full  Report."  Sent  post- 
paid for  only  25  cents  from  the  Messen- 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSENGER,  < 


i  GOSPEL  MESSENG 


faccforward  is  Ch.i 


r  of  all  that   Chri 

1  Chrislend. 


Mt.  UorriD,  Oglti  Co.,  111.     J 


$2.75 


Various  Opinions... 


Are  presented  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  tobacco  and  other  lead- 
ing  questions.  You  can  learn  something 
on  this  by  reading  the  "Full  Report" 
sent  from  the  Messenger  office  lor  oniv 
25  cents.  ' 


the  Brethren  cl 
Plain  Clothing, 
Samples  of  cloth  from  which 


clothing, 


nd  rule 


applic 


se  for  any  member  of  i 
h,  who  wishes  to  we 

< 

:  make  1 
'wing    blanks,   tape 
for  ordering  will  be 
Our  rules  for  self,  i 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  \ 
understand  them. 
We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  ant 

►  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas.  ( 

►   — . 

►  Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

WARSAW;  IND,  \ 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  l 
rectiona.    It  is  the  champion  ol  all 
remove  corns,  wnrts,  etc.    Why  suffer 


boon  for  the  millions  who  suffer 
ient  by  mall  on  receipt  of  a  dime  or 
amps.    Or,  on  receipt  of  twenty-five 


t  little  pill  to  cure  consttpntion.    Agents  wool 

8.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO.,  Proprietors, 
Waynesboro.  Franklin  Co..  Pi 


New  i, 

Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

I  hnve  50,000  acres  of  choice  agricultural  lands  In 
fille  Lacs  and  Morrison  Counties,  Minnesota, 
Ibutary  to  Mllaca  Station  on  the  Great  Northern 
,  It.,  which  station  Is  located  only  05  miles  from 
[luneapolls  and  100  miles  from  Duluth  and  West 
Superior. 

se  lands  are  all  in  a  hardwood  timber  belt, 
of  which  is  covered  with  a  splendid  growth 
of  white  and  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  find 
large  tracts  o(  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mower 

se  lands  I  otter  at  prices  from  S-1.00  to  *8.G0  per 

price  drawing  Interest  at  7  per  cent  per  an- 
only.  The  lands  are  specially  adapted  (or 
cattle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  law  crops 
wheat,  oata,  barley  and  all  kinds  ol  grain,  corn, 
getables  and  potatoes  In  great  abundance  and 
best  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  ol  the 
)Se  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth, 
id  West  Superior,  are  the  very  best,  the  rate  lor 
shipping  or  grain  being  only  7'i  to 0 cents  per fcnffi 
The  lands  are  well  watered  with  creeks  and 
lis,  the  water  being  pure  and  clear,  an-dao 
of  alkali  is  found  either  in  the  water  or 
soil.  Plenty  of  timber  for  building  purposes,  feiw- 
d  fuel.    Splendid  climate.    No  prairie  win" 
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ergies  and  wisdom  in  the  propagation  of  the  New 
Testament  doctrine,  our  number  would  be  more 
than  doubled  in  the  next  five  years.  We  want 
earnest  missionaries  in  every  country,  who  will 
go  from  house  to  house,  distribute  tracts,  explain 
the  doctrine,  preach  wherever  they  can  get  the 
people  together,  live  above  reproach  and  thus  win 
souls  to  Christ.  There  is  an  amazing  amount  of 
work  of  this  kind  to  be  done  in  the  United  States, 
and  we  ought  to  enter  upon  it  without  delay. 
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Some  curious  things  take  place  in  this  land  of 
freedom.  It  is  stated  that  a  singular  funeral  serv- 
ice was  recently  held  near  Portsmouth,  Ohio.  Lo- 
renzo Dow  McKinney,  so  the  report  runs,  decided 
that  he  wanted  to  hear  his  own  funeral  sermon, 
and  engaged  the  preacher,  and  invited  his  friends 
to  the  service,  which,  because  of  the  great  gath 


Evans 
of  my  depart- 
f  biographical 
lessons  there- 
,nd  impressive. 


ing  was  held  in  the  grove, 
preached  from  the  text,  "The  t 
ure  is  at  hand."  He  gave  a 
sketch  of  Mr.  McKinney,  and  i 
from.  The  services  were  soldi 
The  influence  on  the  vast  audience  was  good,  and 
at  the  close  the  people  filed  by  and  shook  the  hand 
of  the  man  who  heard  his  own  funeral  sermon. 
What  good  may  result  from  such  performances, 
we  know  not,  but  it  might  be  well  if  some  pro- 
fessing Christians,  who  think  they  are  living,  but 
are  really  dead, 
preached 


ization  and  Christianity,  and  propose  to  maintain 
a  force  of  censors  sufficiently  vigilant  to  keep  the 
light  from  the  people.  In  this  they  are  sadly  mis- 
taken. The  time  is  coming  when  the  light  must 
and  will  be  turned  on  to  the  Mohammedan  coun- 
tries, and  then  the  people  can  sec  the  awful  results 
of  misgovernment,  as  well  as  the  consequences  re- 
sulting from  false  teaching.  The  Mohammedan 
policy  is  doomed,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
when  it  will  be  driven  to  the  background.  It  can 
not  stand  the  light. 


Greifswald,   a   leading   educational    institution, 
has  just  lost  one  of  her  oldest  students,  who  died 


at  the  age  of  sc 
dent  since  he 
young  man  he 
wealthy  relative, 
long  as  the  man 
The  young  man 
bequest,   and 


ould  ha 


-itual    fur 
sermons    of    thi 


;  .Vis    character  might  be  the  means  of  arousing  a  nu 
be    of  cl.ui/ii  rncrr.ners  to  a  sense  of  their  duty. 


^editorial  *  miscellany^- 


england  and  the  United  States  are  said  to  be 
the  richest  countries  nov;  existing,  or  that  ever  did 
exist  on  the  globe.  Not  only  so,  but  they  are 
more  advanced  in  civilization,  and  give  greater 
protection  to  life  and  property.  The  wealth  of 
England  is  enormous.  Last  year,  over  and  above 
all  expenses,  the  government  had  a  surplus  of 
S20,000,000.  By  some  mismanagement  in  our  gov- 
ernment there  was,  of  course,  no  surplus,  but  we 
have  the  wealth  nevertheless.  While  these  two 
countries  lead  out  in  everything  that  is  for  the  bet- 
tering of  humanity,  still  there  are  a  few  things  that 
are  no  credit  to  us.  We  refer  to  the  manufactur- 
ing and  sale  of  intoxicants,  the  gigantic  prepara- 
tions for  war  and  extravagance  generally.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  as  the  years  go  by  these  two 
model  countries  will  be  able  to  cast  aside,  or  at 
least  modify  these  evils,  and  thereby  exert  a  still 
greater  influence  in  the  way  of  leading  other  na- 
tions up  to  a  higher  plane. 


There  are  said  to  be  one  thousand  Mormon  eld- 
ers at  work  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and 
West  Virginia.  Two  of  them  will  go  into  a  coun- 
ty and  work  a  whole  year.  Then  they  are  to  be 
succeeded  by  others,  and  so  the  work  is  to  go 
on.  They  go  from  house  to  house,  have  direct 
talks  with  the  people,  and  distribute  tracts  and 
pamphlets.  They  preach  in  schoolhouses,  church- 
es and  groves.  In  fact  they  preach  wherever 
they  can  get  a  congregation.  Their  work  is  be- 
ginning to  tell,  and  hundreds  of  converts  will  be 
sent  to  Utah  and  New  Mexico.  These  Mormons, 
in  their  generation,  are  wiser  than  the  most  of  the 
denominations,  the  Brethren  not  excepted.  Their 
doctrine  is  false;  all  their  claims  rest  upon  things 
that  are  purely  human,  and  yet  they  go  into  civil- 
ized communities  and  make  converts  by  the  thou- 
sands.   Were  our  people  to  employ  the  same  en- 


The  Christian  Herald  says  that  at  the  present 
time  the  Mennonites  in  Manitoba,  a  short  distance 
to  the  north  of  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota, 
number  2,960  families,  a  total  of  20,000  souls.  They 
have  235,160  acres  under  cultivation.  Last  year 
they  harvested  3,500,000  bushels  of  grain,  exclu- 
sive of  flax.  Of  flax  they  raised  950,000  bushels. 
They  own  11,000  horses,  8,300  cows  and  10,000 
young  cattle.  The  colony  borrowed  8195,000  from 
the  Dominion  government  at  five  per  cent.,  and 
from  their  brethren  of  Waterloo,  Ontario,  $20,000 
without  interest.  In  1891  they  had  repaid  the 
whole  amount  of  these  loans  with  interest,  and  are 
now  quite  free  from  debt,  and  prosperous  in  every 
creed  of  these  peculiar  people  for- 
carry  arms.  They  were  originally 
lied  from  Germany  by  Frederick  VIII.,  and 
where  the  Empress  Catherine 
ption  from  military  service  for 
Finding  there  was  little  prob- 
exemption,  they  emigrated  to 
Canada,  where  the  government  granted  ther 
fertile  tract  of  ground  and  freedom  from  military 
service  forever.      

In  Turkey  there  are  scores,  if  not  hundreds  of 
censors  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  all  books,  pam 
phlets  and  papers  coming  into  the  empire.  They 
are  exceedingly  careful  that  nothing  reach  th 
people  that  in  any  way  reflects  upon  Turkey  or 
contrary  to  the  teaching  of  the  Koran.  They  even 
open  the  mails,  examine  the  papers  from  other 
lands,  and  clip  from  them  such  articles,  paragraphs 
etc.,  as  they  think  should  not  be  read  by  the  Sul- 
tan's subjects.  In  this  way  they  keep  valuable  in- 
formation from  the  people,  feed  them  solely  on 
Mohammedan  literature,  if  literature  it  can  be 
called,  and  thus  build  up  a  nation  of  ignorant  fa- 
natics, more  difficult  to  civilize  and  control  than 
the  heathen  of  India  and  China.  The  men  who  rule 
Turkey,  have  closed  their  eyes  to  the  light  of  civil- 


'cnty,  having  been  a  regular  stu- 
t-as  twenty  years  old.  When  a 
was  left  a  yearly  annuity  by  a 
which  was  to  be  continued  as 
;aw  proper  to  continue  his  studies, 
saw  the  unguarded  point  in  the 
,er  finished  his  course  of  studirs, 
still  a  student  when  called  away  by  death. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  his  course,  it  is  evident 
that  he  labored  wholly  for  self.  His  life  was  of 
no  practical  benefit  to  humanity.  When  he  ap- 
pears before  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  he  can  re- 
fer to  no  record  of  active  labors  in  the  Master's 
field.  For  fifty  years  he  studied  theology,  and 
yet  not  one  year  of  that  time  was  given  to  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  to  others.  Possibly  we  have,  in 
the  church,  members  who,  too,  are  living  wholly  for 
self,  and  are  spending  their  entire  income  on  their 
own  individual  self.  Fortunate,  as  well  as  happy, 
is  the  man,  who.  after  preparing  himself  for  use- 
fulness, spends  the  remainder  of  his  life  for  the 
good  of  humanity. 


spect. 


settled  in  Russia, 
granted  them  exeir 
one  hundred  years, 
ability  of  a  further 


Much  interest  is  taken  among  the  Israelites  at 
the  present  time  upon  the  subject  of  a  Jewish 
State.  Dr.  Herzl,  an  eminent  Jewish  author,  has 
written  a  book  upon  the  subject,*  of  which  one  of 
the  prominent  Jewish  journals  has  this  to  say:  "  As 
far  as  his  main  thought  is  concerned,  he  is,  we 
think,  sensible  enough.  If  the  wealthy  Jews  of  the 
world  took  up  the  project,  they  could,  we  doubt 
not,  purchase  the  hereditary  Pashalik  of  Palestine 
from  the'  Sultan,  under  guarantees  which  would 
make  a  new  Prince  of  Israel— who,  curiously 
enough,  would  probably  be  a  young  Englishman, 
Osmond  Goldsmid,  the  traditional  heir  of  the  Mac- 
cabees,—as  independent  as  the  Prince  of  Bulgaria. 
An  advising  council  could  easily  be  organized; 
the  peasant  Jews  who  exist  in  Russia,  Roumania, 
and  in  scattered  groups  throughout  the  world, 
would  be  attracted  to  a  fertile  soil  and  a  pleasant 
climate.  Arabs  would  fiV  k  in  both  from  the  oases 
of  Arabia  and  from  Egypt,  and  with  Palestine  once 
divided  among  two  millions  of  settled  cultivators, 
there  would  be  no  lack  of  revenue  to  sustain  an  ad- 
ministration and  the  army  necessary  to  maintain 
order  and  protect  the  frontier.  If  Europe  is  will- 
ing, and  the  Jewish  financiers  are  willing,  and  the 
Sultan  is  willing,  a  Principality  of  Judea  could  be 
founded  easily  enough,  and  in  twenty  years  it 
would,  we  doubt  not,  be  self-supporting,  and 
strong  enough  to  be  unassailable  except  by  a  first- 
class  Power,— as  strong,  for  example,  as  Holland, 
or  Portugal,  or  Greece.  External  attack  on  it.  in- 
deed, would  be  very  unsafe,  for  the  banks  of  the 
country  which  threatened  it  would  go  down  with  a 
run,  and  there  is  nothing  in  Syria  to  make  its  pos- 
session an  object  of  supreme  desire  to  any  maritime 
power," 

«  "  A  Jewish  State,"  by  Theodore  Herzl,  London,  David  Nutt, 
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THE  BUILDERS. 

\LL  are  architects  of  fate, 
Working  in  these  walls  of  time; 

iorae  with  massive  deeds  and  great, 
Some  with  ornaments  of  rhyme. 


what  s 


hut  idle  show 

d  supports  the  rest. 


Strength, 
For  the  structure  that  we  raise 

Time  is  with  materials  filled 
Our  to-days  and  yesterdays 

Are  the  blocks  with  which  wi 
Truly  shape  and  fashion  these 


ith  greatest  ( 
ten  part; 


In  the  elder  days  of  ; 

Muilders  wrought  V. 
Each  minute  and  uns 

For  the  gods  see  everywhere. 
Let  us  do  our  work  as  well, 

lkilh  the  unseen  and  the  seen; 
Make  the  house  where  gods  may  dwell, 

Beautiful,  entire  and  clean. 
Else  our  lives  are  incomplete, 

Standing  in  the  walls  of  time; 
Broken  stairways  where  the  feet 

Stumble  as  they  seek  to  climb. 
Iluild  to-day,  then,  strong  and  sure, 

With  a  firm  and  ample  base; 


To  those  turrets,  where  the  eye 
iees  the  world  as  one  vast  plain, 
And  one  boundless  reach  of  sky. 

— Henry  Wadsworth  Lottgfetlou 


ANSWERS  TO  PRAYER. 


IIOWAKIi   MIL  I  l-.H. 


Every  now  and  then  there  is  published  the  ac- 
count of  some  person  or  method  whereby  large 
numbers  of  people  are  healed  of  diseases,  or  great- 
ly benefited  by  faith.  There  is  nothing  whatever 
new  about  this,  as  it  has  been  a  common  feature 
of  the  Christian  faith,  from  its  earliest  days.  It  is 
not  characteristic  of  the  Christian  religion  alone, 
as  all  religions  have  this  idea  of  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  power,  and  the  facts  seem  to  justify  my  say- 
ing that  some  forms  of  belief  inculcate  more  of  a 
visible  practice  of  prayer  than  is  enjoined  by  the 
Christian  churches  of  to-day. 

Christ  taught  and  practiced  the  idea  of  a  High- 
est Power  to  which  he  appealed  for  help  at  all 
times,  and  he  taught  that  all  who  followed  him 
should  do  the  same,  promising  that  it  should  be 
to  them  as  their  faith. 

It  is  a  natural  thing  for  all  people,  Christian  or 
otherwise,  to  ask  help  of  the  supernatural,  and  that 
they  receive  it  is  evidenced  by  the  continuance  of 
the  requests  throughout  the  ages  that  have  passed. 
I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  limitations  to 
the  range  of  possibilities,  though  it  is  clear  it  is 
not  always  best  for  us  that  our  petitions  be  grant- 
ed. An  earthly  parent,  governed  by  reason,  wi: 
refuse  more  requests  of  his  child  than  he  wi 
grant,  and  this  because  he  knows  that  a  compl 
ance  is  not  for  the  best,  or  it  may  be,  that  they 
will  be  positively  injurious.  This  the  child  does 
not  see  and  in  the  very  nature  of  things  can  not 
be  made  to  understand.  It  is  not  alone  with  chil- 
dren that  the  failure  of  our  formulated  requests 
begets  hard  feelings.  It  is  a  characteristic  of 
human  nature  to  be  dissatisfied  and  to  lose  faith 
in  the  ordering  wisdom  of  those  who  refuse  to 
grant  our  requests.  In  human  affairs 
times  right,  and  sometimes  wrong, 
mate  of  the  work  of  God  we  have  n 
opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  actio 
terly  impossible  that  wi 
criticise  the   acts   of  th 
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as  it  js  ut- 
ire  able  to  intelligently 
Infinite.    What  we  may 


and  do  know  is  that  in  our  purely  personal  affairs 


nswer  to  our  praye: 
such  a  way  as  to  be  unmistakable.  Those  without 
faith,  seeing  something  they  do  not  understand, 
dispose  of  the  whole  matter  by  saying  that  the 
recipient  has  been  self-duped,  or  tha'  what  fol- 
lowed would  have  happened  as  a  natural  result. 
It  is  to  be  expected  that  this  view  would  be  taken 
by  one  not  a  Christian  in  the  true  and  inner  spirit 
of  the  word,  but  it  is  appalling  to  think  of  a  pro- 
fessing Christian  passing  any  alleged  manifesta- 
tion of  Ihe  Infinite  as  a  delusion.  It  is  equivalent 
to  casting  a  grave  doubt  on  his  entire  religious  ex- 
perience. He  says  by  his  acts,  "These  things  nev- 
er came  to  me,  and  therefore  they  n 
any  other  person.  They  are  foolish 
Yet  that  is  just  what  many  people  sa> 
less  they  are  correct  in  their  statei 
from  their  angle  of  observation  and  experience. 

That  there  has  been  much  misunderstanding  is 
to  be  expected  even  among  believers,  and  it  is 
simply  saying  in  another  way  that  the  human 
mind  does  not  always  work  exactly,  even  when  the 
belief  and  the  facts  harmonize.  Then  there  is  a 
large  number,  how  many  I  do  not  know,  who  are 
perfectly  clear  in  their  relations  to  their  prayers 
and  the  answers  thereto,  and  no  talk  can  make 
them  believe  otherwise.  They  know,  and  though 
they  may  not  be  able  to  clearly  tell  how  they  know, 
yet  they  do  know,  and  you  might  as  well  try  to 
convince  them  that  grass  does  not  grow  in  the 
ground,  and  that  water  will  not  flow  down  hill  as 
to  get  them  to  deny  or  belittle  their  experience. 

Now  the  manifestations  of  this  matter  of  prayer, 
that    is    its   answers,   are    multiform.     Why  should 
they  not  be   limitless?     Has   God   limitations?    I, 
for  one,  do  not  profess  to   understand  it  at  all.     I 
do  not  know  the  conditions  surrounding  my  neigh- 
bor, and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  myself,  but  what  I 
sure  of  is  my  past  experience.    There  can  be 
mistaking  that.    That  is  not  only  a  fact,  but  it 
fixed   and   utterly  irrevocable.    What   we   did, 
felt,  and  experienced  yesterday  is  a  part  of  eter- 
nal history,  that  not   even  God   will  undo.     What 
happens   to-day,  to-morrow,   and  in  the   future  in 

is  world  is  God's   and  mine.     And    my   faith  in 

m  determines  what   he  will   do  for  me,  and  he 

11  do  all  that  is  best  for  me   if  I   ask  him.     Be- 
lieving that  I  will  get  what   I   ask  for,  that  I  will 
get,  if  it  be  for  my  good.     All  this  I   believe,  yea 
re,  too. 

did  this  faith  come  to  me  all  at  once,  in 
the  time  and  during  the  event  of  what  is  called 
on?  I  answer,  most  emphatically,  it  did 
not.  It  is  a  growth,  a  wonderful  growth,  begot- 
ten of  blind  obedience  and  an  increase  of  personal 
experience,  the  direct  result  of  an  answering  and 
overshadowing  personal  providence. 

Is  this  your  experience?  This  brings  me  to  the 
consideration  of  the  matter  in  view  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  his  article.  This  article  will  go  to  thou- 
sands of  homes,  where  it  may  be  read  or  not,  as 
God  may  direct.  Out  of  the  number  who  read  it 
there  are  those,  I  know  there  are  those,  who  have 
had  the  experience  in  specific  cases,  and  who 
know  equally  well  that  it  was  not  a  happening  of 
the  wish  and  the  event  coming  together  instead 
of  a  direct  ordering  of  affairs.  There  are  mile- 
posts  in  every  life  that  mark  well-defined  events 
that  stand  out  sharp  and  clear  in  our  personal 
history.  It  may  be  that  what  we  know  has  been 
the  personal  experience  of  others,  yet  we  have 
seen  it  just  the  same  as  though  it  had  happened 
to  us.  From  time  to  time  such  cases  have  been 
reported  in  the  Messenger. 

They  are  not  usually  given  that  attention  that 
their  importance  merits.  A  much  larger  number 
of  them  do  not  find  their  way  into  print,  and  one 
reason  of  this  is  that  those  who  have  been  helped 
are  not  clear  as  to  the  propriety  of  giving  to  the 
world  the  most  earnest  things  in  their  whole 
lives.  There  are  some  thinn-s  that  are  in  our 
hearts  that  we  never  parade  before  the  public,  and 
this  is  right  enough.  There  are  life-pages  too  sa- 
cred for  the  public  gaze.  But  there  is  another 
side  to  this  and  I  want  to  bring  it  out  as  well  as  I 
can. 


We  have  all  thought  that  if  we  were  living  in  tn 
time  of  Christ  we  would  stand  by  him  to  the  death' 
So  thought  his  disciples  at  the  time  he  was  w;th' 
them  on  the  earth,  yet  did  Peter  deny  that  h 
knew  the  Master  when  the  time  came  to  cast  h 
lot  with  him.  I  mention  this  incident  in  the  lif 
of  Christ  that  it  may  be  enforced  on  the  minds 
the  Christian  readers  that  there  comes  a  time 
haps,  when  it  is  before  us  to  either  acknowledge 
Christ  or  to  deny  him,  and  to  a  certain  class  of 
readers  this  time  has  come.  There  are  those  wh 
have  prayed  and  received  an  answer.  To  the 
this  article  is  addressed  that  they  may  bear  testi- 
mony in  the  premises.  Briefly  stated  what  is 
wanted  is  this,  Will  all  such  who  have  received 
answers  to  prayer  write  me  the  circumstances? 
Then  I  will  brief  these  letters  as  they  come,  and 
the  Messenger  will  print  them.  No  person  need 
be  deterred  by  reason  of  a  fear  of  publicity  as 
neither  names  of  persons  nor  places  will  be  given 
unless  expressly  ordered.  The  condensing  of  the 
experiences  will  enable  the  least  expert  at  writing 
to  know  that  no  defect  of  spelling  or  grammar  will 
stand  in  the  way.  What  we  want  is  your  story 
The  object  is  to  bring  the  experiences  of  the  faith- 
ful before  the  doubtful,  and  by  saying  what  God 
has  done  for  you  so  to  not  dishonor  him  when  you 
are  asked  as  was  Peter,  if  you  are  one  of  his. 

Do  not  understand  me  as  meaning  that  this  is  to 
be  only  a  call  for  histories  of  healing.  On  the 
other  hand  it  is  designed  to  be  as  wide  as  all  life- 
history. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  ask,  and  it  is 
this.  When  you  stood  on  the  shore  of  time  and 
sent  a  heart  call  into  the  beyond  did  there  ever 
come  to  you  the  feeling  of  certainty  that  an  an- 
swer had  come? 

It  has  been  by  experience,  time  and  again,  that 
at  the  moment  of  the  asking  there  has  come  to  me 
the  assurance  of  success,  and  I  have  gone  on  with 
what  there  would  be  called  tor,  in  the  face  of  every 
opposing  feature,  knowing,  knowing  that  it  would 
all  happen  as  ordered.  \ 

I  ask  again,  What  specific  thing-s  has  God  done 
for  you  in  answer  to  your  prayers? 

Lewisburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 


SPRINKLING  vs.  IMMERSION.-PRO  AND  CON. 

Part  Three. 

THE  CLEANSING  OF  THE  LEPER  CONSIDERED    IN   FAVOR 
OF  SPRINKLING. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  another  fig- 
ure in  proof  that  sprinkling  is  the  Scriptural  mode 
of  Christian  baptism,  and  that  is  the  law  for 
cleansing  the  leper  It  is  recorded  in  the  four- 
teenth chapter  of  Leviticus.  Leprosy  was  a  loath- 
some disease,  and  a  type  of  sin.  The  rite  era- 
ployed  in  the  cleansing  of  the  leper  is  an  appro- 
priate figure  of  that  ordinance  in  the  Gospel  which 
symbolizes  the  cleansing  from  sin.  The  Scripture 
referred  to  (the  seventh  verse)  says  thatrthe  priest, 
in  compliance  with  the  law,  in  performing  this 
ceremony  "  shall  sprinkle  upon  him  that  is  to  be 
cleansed  from  the  leprosy  seven  times,  and  shall 
pronounce  him  clean."  Since,  then,  this  rite  was 
performed  by  sprinkling,  it  is  reasonable  that  bap- 
tism, which  it  prefigures,  should  be  performed  by 
sprinkling. 

THE  CLEANSING  OF  THE  LEPER    CONSIDERED  AS  A  FIG- 
URE IN  FAVOR  OF  IMMERSION. 

There  is  much  more  in  the  law  for  cleansing  the 
leper  than  the  sprinkling  referred  to  in  Lev.  I4:  1' 
We  can  establish  almost  any  doctrine  we  please 
by  taking  detatched  portions  of  Scripture.  We 
must  take  all  the  Scripture  bearing  on  a  subject, 
and  take  it  in  connection,  if  we  wish  to  arrive  at 
the  truth. 

There  is  one  thing  that  spoils  the  figure  consid- 
ered as  a  type  of  sprinkling  in  baptism.  It  waS 
not  water  that  was  sprinkled  upon  the  leper.  » 
was  the  blood  of  a  bird  with  cedar  wood,  scarlet 
and  hyssop.  The  priest  was  first  to  examine  the 
the  leper,  to  see  if  the  leprosy  be  healed;  then  he 
was  to  take  a  living  bird,  cedar  wood,  scarlet  and 
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he  blood  of  the  bird 
running  water,  and 
to   be  cleansed   from 


hyssop,  and  dip  them  11 
which  was  killed  over  t 
•■sprinkle  upon  lum  that 
the  leprosy  seven  times."  But  the  ceremony  does 
not  end  here.  This  is  only  preparatory.  It  fur- 
ther says,  "And  he  that  is  to  be  cleansed,  shall 
wash  his  clothes,  and  shave  off  all  his  hair,  and 
wash  himself  in  water  that  he  may  be  clean."  The 
closing  part  of  the  service  says,  "And  the  priest 
shall  make  an  atonement  for  him  and  he  shall  be 
clean."  (v.  20.) 

As  a  whole,  the  ceremony  of  cleansing  the  leper, 
considered  as  a  figure,  is  in  perfect  harmony  with 
the  Gospel  plan  of  salvation. 

1.  The  sprinkling  of  the  blood  was  a  figure  of 
the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Christ. 

2.  The  washing  of  his  flesh  in  water  was  a  fig- 
ure of  baptism,  "  the  washing  of  water  by  the 
Word." 

3.  The  sin-offering  and  atonement  was  a  type  of 
the  offering  and  atonement  which  Christ  made  on 
the  cross  for  the  sin  of  the  world.  d.  h. 


natic  child,  and  as  the  disciples 
do.     There   is   always   a   way,  t 
which  we  may  help  it  in  others, 
his  agents,  and  in  proportion  as 
vine  character  and  carry  out  his 
will   we  be   helpers   to   banish 
world.    We  must  first  help  it  ii 
and   only  then, 
others. 

No  one  can  c 


'ere  instructed  to 
God-like  way  in 
God  has  made  us 
we  reflect  his  di- 
gvill  in  all  things, 
inbelief  from  the 
ourselves.  Then, 
we   be   prepared  to  help  it  in 


>f  faith  and  n 
if  weak  faith. 


:omfort  the  bereaved  so  fully  as  the 
mself  been  comforted;  and  the  one 

up  through  all  the  varied  degrees 
iw  stands  fast  in  it,  is  the  best  helper 

It  was  only  when  Peter  was  sifted 
s  made  strong 


HOW  TO  HAVE  PLEASANT  COUNCIL-MEETINGS. 

BY  TOBIAS  S    FIKE. 

Let    each   one    see    to    it   that    "Self"   is   no 
brought  there,  neither  by  elders,  ministers,  deacon 
or  laity.     If  he  has  not  been  "crucified,"  which  i 
absolutely   necessary,   then   leave    him    at    home 
Then    get   your   spiritual   arithmetic   and    add    to 
your  faith  the  seven  traits  of  a  Christian  charac- 
ter, named  by  the  "apostle"  in  the  first  chapter 
of  Second  Peter,  adding  one  hundred  per  cent  of 
each.     This  will  give  you  eight  hundred  per  cent, 
all  told.     Now  subtract   one  hundred  per  cent  of 
each   of  the   following:    "Anger,    wrath,    malice, 
blasphemy,  filthy  communication,  untruth  and  hy- 
pocrisy."    Col.  3:  8.    This  leaves  you  one  hundred 
per  cent.     This  rule  of  "  take  from  "  is  a  hard  one, 
but  it  will  be  all  the  better  for  us,   when  we  have 
learned  it.     Having  gone  through  this  process,  you 
aVe  just  one  whole  round  number  at  the  beginning 
of  the' council. 

Owing  to  the  pressure  that  may  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  you,  and  the  continual  drain  we  must 
undergo  in  this  life,  it  now  becomes  very  important 
that  we  multiply  the  one  hundred  per  cent  left  by 
the  same  per  cent  of  love.  Jude  2.  Thank  God, 
brethren  and  sisters,  for  the  rule  of  "  multiplica- 
tion." Now  divide  with  one  another  as  may  be 
necessary,  remembering  the  "apostolic"  injunc- 
tion, "  dividing  to  every  man  severally  as  he  will," 
I  Cor.  12:  11.  And  as  your  stock  decreases,  keep 
on  multiplying  by  "peace  and  love."  If  this  pro- 
cess would  be  made  individually  practical,  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  all  our  council-meetings,  let  them 
be  local  or  general,  would  prove  a  "heaven  on 
earth  "  to  us.  In  addition  to  this,  let  me  suggest 
another  thought:  Should  it  have  been  our  misfor- 
tune not  to  be  properly  informed  in  the  things 
pertaining  to  the  kingdom,  and  especially  that  re- 
lating to  church  government,  let  us  not  be  too  free 
to  speak. 

Now  I  beseech  you,  my  brethren,  let 
in  reformation  along  the  line  of  counc 
until  we  have  them  the  "place  of  all   on   eart 
the  most  pleasant! 
Milledgeville,  III. 

UNBELIEF  AND  GOD'S  WAY  OF  HELPING  IT. 


In  4  Parts.— Part  4- 
God  does  not  give  faith,  but  the  evidence  and 
every  needed  help  to  produce  it.  This  being  done, 
as  we  endeavored  to  show  in  our  last  article,  throws 
the  responsibility  wholly  on  us,  and  the  question, 
"  What  can  we  do  to  help  unbelief?  "   is  truly  a  great 


s*  all  unite 
1-meetings, 


All  persons  can  not  help  it,  as  it  exists  among 
the  leaders  of  rationalism,  s'nsationalism,  Ingersoll- 
"m,  etc.,  by  unfolding  true  science  and  turning  it 
against  them  in  a  philosophical  way,  but  all  can 
help  it  in  themselves,  as  did  the  father  of  the  lu- 


of  weak,  or  ill-directed,  faith  ; 

that  he  could  strengthen  his  brethren.  In  general 
statement,  the  work,  then,  is  manifestly  this:  Let 
the  church  retain  in  her  faith  and  practice  the 
principles,  precepts  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel, 
and  hand  them  down  in  their  primitive  purity  to 
all  succeeding  generations.  Yea,  let  her  unfold 
these  truths  through  her  schools,  literature,  mis- 
sions and  congregations,  until  the  world  is  freed 
from  unbelief,  and  the  kingdoms  of  this  world 
become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
or,  at  least,  until  God  says,  Stop. 

If  this  happy  end  is  ever  reached,  it  must  be 
through  the  individual  membership,  for  the  church 
can  never  rise  higher  in  her  power  to  teach,  than 
the  standard  of  purity  and  faith  exhibited  by  her 
members  before  an  unbelieving  world. 

Our  lessons,  then,  are  evidently  these: 

1.  To  study  carefully  the  book  wherein  the  Di- 
vine God  has  revealed  himself  to  us,  in  incidents, 
symbols,  miracles,  parables,  etc.  View  these  les- 
sons and  the  tragic  scene  on  the  cross  in  fasting, 
and  prayer,  until  every  vestige  of  unbelief  is  gone, 
and  our  lives  are  mirrors,  in  which  the  world  can 
see  Christ  and  him  crucified  for  man,  and  each 
one  for  himself,  that  man. 

2.  Then  go  forth  to  help  the  weak  faith  of  oth- 
ers by  translating  all  the  Christian  graces  into 
action. 

This  last  may  be  elucidated  as  follows: 

1.  Jesus  commands  us  to  "love  one  another  even 
as  he  loved  us."  The  world  has  a  right  to  expect 
this  of  us,  and  until  it  is  manifest  in  a  life  of  self- 
denial  and  sacrifice  for  Christ  and  one  another, 
they  have  good  cause  to  doubt  our  love  and  the 
religion  we  profess.  Prof.  Drummond  says  that 
love  is  the  greatest  thing  in  the  world;  then  its  ab- 
sence in  the  professed  Christian  life  produces  a 
vacuum  so  great,  that  all  else  cannot  fill. 

2.  "  No  treatise  that  God  could  have  written  on 
faith  would  have  been  so  clear  and  convincing  as 
the  one  he  acted  out  through  Abraham,  when  it 
was  said  to  him,  "  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country," 
etc.,  and  when  he,  in  obedience  to  the  divine 
command,  offered  up  his  only  son  Isaac.  Just  so, 
no  claim  that  we  can  make  to  great  faith  will  be 
so  convincing  as  prompt  obedience  to  all  of  God's 
requirements.  Faith  translated  into  action  is  the 
faith  that  removes  mountains  from  before  the  eyes 
of  the  unbeliever. 

3.  Joy  that  can  be  seen  on  the  face  on  cloudy 
days,  and  in  the  storms  of  life,  when  others  are 
sad  and  gloomy,  and  when  "troubles  roll  in  upon 
the  soul  like  a  flood."  Joy  that  can  sing  God's 
praise  in  the  dungeon  cell,  and  when  afflictions 
and  persecutions  come,  is  the  help  that  unbelief 
needs.  The  unconverted  says,  "Oh!  give  me  that 
experience  of  soul  that  opens  a  rift  in  the  clouds 
and  lets  in  the  sunlight  from  the  heavenly  world." 

4.  Peace  with  God  and  Christ  is  doubted,  and  on 
the  best  of  evidence,  when  one  is  in  an  uproar 
either  at  home,  in  the  church,  or  with  the  world. 

To  help  unbelief  on  this  point  we  must  suffer 
wrong  rather  than  quarrel,  and  in  our  efforts  to 
"live  in  peace  with  all  men,"  we  must  be  careful 
no'  to  take  advantage  of  Paul's  language  by  sup- 
posing too  many  impossibilities. 

5.  Life  is  full  of  perplexities  and  tribulations, 
and  Paul  says,  "  Be  patient  in  tribulations."  This 
must  be  seen  in  us  if  we  would  have  those  around 
us  believe  that  patience  peculiarly  belongs  to  the 
Christian. 


6.  Temperance  that  refuses  the  intoxicating  cup 
and  permits  one  to  run  into  excess  in  eating, 
working,  talking,  dressing,  etc.,  will  never  con- 
vert the  drunkard  or  saloon-keeper.  Two  things 
are  unsightly,  —  a  glutton  and  a  slave  to  ambi- 
tion for  the  mighty  dollar,  preaching  temperance 
to  the  drunkard.  Temperance  is  a  truth  that  ought 
to  be  translated  into  all  of  our  actions. 

7.  Virtue, — manly  courage  to  say  no,  when  evil 
is  presented,  and^-r  when  God  and  duty  calls, — 
is  more  convincing  than  resisting  evil  with  blows. 

8.  If  we  would  have  the  world  believe  that  we 
are  in  possession  of  the  charity  that  is  greater  than 
faith  and  hope,  we  must  translate  it  into  actions 
that  are  not  born  of  evil  thinking,  envy,  vaunting, 


elf-conceit. 


Meekness,  n 
its  of  the  high 
ii    into   actior 


odesty, 


that 


lility, 


beauty. 


are    ele- 

must  so  translate 

1   and   fashionable 

;mbcr   or   worldling   can   see    their  true 

'o   profess   and   teach    these     principles, 

worldly   attire,  or   plain  apparel  with   a 

conceited   and   arrogant   spirit   is    helping   unbelief 

in  the   wrong  way.     The    poet    Keats    says,   "Oh! 

consistency  thou  art   a  Jewel,    most    precious   and 

most  fair,"  and  it  seems  to  us  that  there  is  no  place 

where  it  sparkles  so  brightly,  as  in  the  life  which 

is   professedly  dead  to   the   world   and   "  hid  with 

Christ  in  God." 

ter  says,  "  If  these,"— the  Christian  graces, — 
in  you  and  abound,"  that  is  translated  into 
m  so  that  the  world  can  see  them,  "  we  shall 
ler  be  barren  nor  unfruitful."  We  understand 
to  teach  that  we  shall  help  unbelief,  yea  bear 
fruit  and  much  fruit  unto  eternal  life. 

In  closing  this  article  let  me  say  a  few  words  to 
you,  dear  reader,  who  does  no?  profess  the  name 
of  Jesus.  All  around  you  are  professed  Christians. 
It  may  be  that  in  some  of  them  you 
consistencies  and  imperfections,  but 
true  that  there  are  others,  some  of  whom  are  your 
dearest  friends,  who  are  living  examples  of  the 
Christ  life,  and  who  are  translating  truth  into  ac- 
tion daily  before  you,— yes  truth  that  will  meet  you 
in  the  judgment?  What  will  you  do  with  these 
truths  and  Jesus  whom  they  present  to  you?  You 
see  these  persons  happy  in  the  love  of  Jesus  and 
longing  for  your  salvation.  Is  your  faith 
Then  come  to  Jesus  in  tears  and  prayer,  born 
conscious  need  of  him,  crying,  "  Lord,  I  belli 
help  thou  mine  unbelief." 


not  also 


cakf 


THE  HEART  OF  MAN,  KEPT  BY  MAN. 


Prov.  4:  23  says,  "  Keep  thy  heart  with  all  dili- 
gence; for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life."  It  oc- 
curs to  me  that  we  fail  to  grasp  the  magnitude  ot 
the  above  statement.  In  Isa.  45:  7  we  have  the 
following,  "  I  form  the  light,  and  create  darkness; 
I  make  peace  and  create  evil.  I  the  Lord  do  all 
these  things." 

Now,  are  we  to  understand  that  God  creates  all 
these  things  as  we  see  them  in  their  development? 
Or  are  we  not  rather  to  understand  that  he  creates 
the  source?  For  instance,  the  sun  is  the  source 
of  light,  as  we  see  the  light  with  our  natural  eyes, 
but  the  sun  is  a  created  source,  and  its  rays  of 
light  are  seen  by  us  only  when  we  are  in  proper 
relation  to  it,  and  other  created  bodies,  so  as  to 
bring  the  light  to  us.  It  must  be  equally  plain 
that  God  does  not  create  evil  as  we  see  it  devel- 
oped in  man,  but  he  has  only  created  the  source, 
or  germ,  and  out  of  this  germ  comes  the  evil,  and 
that  evil  is  developed  only  as  the  germ,  or  source, 
comes  in  contact  wilh  that  which  causes  it  to  de- 
velop. 

So,  while  God  has  created  everything,  except 
man,  with  one  germ,  capable  of  receiving  and 
yielding  to  impressions  brought  to  bear  upon  it, 
out  of  which  come  life,  and,  ultimately,  a  repro- 
duction of  its  own  kind,  man,  however,  is  endowed 
with  two  germs,  directly  opposite  in  their  nature, 
and  each  of  these  may  be  moved  upon,  and  will  de- 
velop each  into   its  own  kind.    Man  is  also  en- 
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dowed  1 


these  fa 


ith  a  degree  of  will  power  ovei 
ulties,  or  germs,  for  which  he  is  held  responsible 
to  the  one  great,  grand  First  Cause.  Hence  the 
wise  man  says,  "  Keep  thy  heart,"  etc.  If  man 
had  no  control  over  these,  the  charge  to  keep 
would  be  useless.  Since,  then,  God  has  given  man 
these  grand  faculties,  and  gives  him  the  power  to 
exercise  them,  therefore  he  can  give  him  credit  for 
yielding  to  the  good,  or  charge  him  with  the  guilt 
for  yielding  to  the  evil. 

Thus  we  can  see  how  evil  comes, — not  that  God 
created  evil  as  we  see  it  in  its  developed  forms,— 
but  he  created  the  germ,  and  it  is  developed,  as  it 
comes  in  contact  with  that  which  quickens  it. 
Therefore  we  have  Paul  saying,  "Know  ye  not, 
that  to  whom  ye  yield  yourselves  servants  to  obey, 
his  servants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey,"  etc.  Rom. 
6:  16.  This  clearly  shows  how  man  can  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  the  "keeping  of  his  heart."  Man 
makes  his  own  choice,  between  the  two  influences 
which  are  brought  to  bear  upon  him.  Man  casts 
the  deciding  vote  in  his  own  case,— whether  he 
will  be  saved  or  lost.  No  wonder,  then,  that  man 
should  keep  his  own  heart  with  diligence,  when 
"out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life." 

But  here  we  are  called  upon  to  notice  what  is 
found  in  Prov.  16:  I,  2,  "The  preparations  of  the 
heart  in  man,  and  the  answer  of  the  tongue,  is 
from  the  Lord.  All  the  ways  of  a  man  are  clean 
in  his  own  eyes:  but  the  Lord  weigheth  the  spirits." 
This  is  easy  enough,  —  God  moves  ui  on  man, 
through  the  medium  of  his  Holy  Spirit  and  his 
Word,  and  prompts  man  thereby  to  do  right.     The 
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fruits  of  our  life,  are  not  like  that  of  Christ,  we 
thereby  may  know  that  we  have  hot  been  keeping 
our  hearts  by  the  right  rules. 


CONVERSION,— WHAT  IS  IT  AND  HOW  EFFECTED? 
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longsuffering  to  us-ward, 
lould  perish,  but  that  all 
should  come  to  repentance."  2  Pet.  3:  9.  To  suf- 
;  to  be  saved. 
When  we  contemplate  the  relation  that  man  sus- 
11ns  to  his  own  salvation,  it  is  enough  to  make 
,im  tremble,  like  Paul,  when  he,  "trembling  and  as- 
onished  said,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
lo?"  To  this  question,  the  keeping  of  the  heart 
nth  all  diligence,  is  perhaps  the  best  answer  that 
nay  be  given,  because  this  is  what  Paul  did,  and 
lence  his  triumphant  finishing  up  of  his  Christian 
1  For  I  am  now  ready  to 
le  of  my  departure  is  at 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished 
:  kept  the  faith."  2  Tim.  4:. 6,  7. 
neans  keeping  the  heart  with  the 
care,  and  the  reward  for  well  do- 
No  wonder  that  David  used 
vill  praise  thee:  for  I  am  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  made:  marvelous  are  thy  works: 
and  that  my  soul  knoweth  right  well."  Psa. 
139:  >4- 

Man  being  the  keeper  of  his  own  heart,  through 
his  own  acts  will  determine  his  destiny.  This  is 
ke  him  think  upon  his  ways, — and 
his  feet  unto  the  testimonies  of 
Our  Father  in  heaven  proposes  that 
,n  agent  in  his  own  salvation.  There- 
he  following,  "Work  out  your  own 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling."  Philpp.  2:  12. 
Man  cannot  originate  any  rules  or  means  by  which 
this  great  work  is  to  be  done.  But  he  can  submit 
to  the  rules  found  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  by 
these  rules  keep  his  heart  with  all  diligence,  and 
be  saved  by  the  merits  of  Christ's  righteousness 
being  in  this  way  applied  to  him.  We  must  not 
forget  that  the  fruit,  produced  by  the  stock,  must 
be  like  that  from  which  the  stock  was  produced. 
Therefore,  if  the  spirit  manifested  by  us,  and  the 
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"  conversion,"  "  regeneration 
n  of  God,"  "passed  from  death  unto 
h  like,  all  mean  the  same  thing  in  their 
:,  and  cover  the  same  ground.  They  mean 
derful  and  pleasing  change  in  the  moral 
and  spiritual  nature  of  man  in  which  death  is  taken 
out  of  the  soul  and  life  is  put  into  it,  the  subject  of 
death  being  made  the  subject  of  life,- under  the 
almighty  power  of  the  truth  and  spirit.  The  soul 
"dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,"  being  "  quickened." 
"  puts  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds;  and  puts  on 
the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge  after 
Ihe  image  of  him  that  created,"  comes  into  a  state 
of  living,  spiritual  union  with  God.  The  soul,  hav- 
ing yielded  willingly  to  the  divine  influences,  as  to  a 
crushing  hammer,  and  co-operated  with  them,  as 
with  an  uplifting,  saving  power,  now  changes  its  re- 
lations, uses  and  services.  This  is  conversion, — a 
change,  a  wonderful  change. 

All  this  is  the  product  of  a  seed  cast  into  the 
heart  and  developed,  with  man's  consent,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost.  1  Pet.  l:23;Jas.  1:  iS.  "So  is  the 
kingdom  of  God,  as  if  a  man  should  cast  seed  into 
the  ground."  Mark  4:  26.  The  good  seed, — the 
Woid  of  God,-must  be  cast  into  the  heart.  In  the 
Gospel  of  Saint  Matthew  we  have  the  parable  of 
the  leaven  to  get  the  same  idea,  only  the  figure 
is  more  tangible,  especially  to  bread-bakers.  The 
leaven  is  put  into  the  meal,  and  it  takes  it  through 
a  wonderful  course  of  treatment.  At  first  the  meal 
is  made  sour  and  bitter,  but  it  is  sweet  and  nice 
when  the  process  is  completed.  So,  when  the  leav- 
en is  hid  in  the  "  three  measures"  of  the  soul,  some 
get  very  sour  and  bitter,  even  quite  mad,  and  resist 
with  wonderful  perseverance;  but  when  the  "  whole 
is  leavened," — the  darkened  understanding  enlight- 
ened, evidenced  by  believing,  the  corrupt  affections 
corrected,  evidenced  by  turning  from  sin,  and  the 
stubborn  will  subdued,  evidenced  by  readiness  to 
obey, — the  process  being  thorough  and  complete, 
the  soul  becomes  sweet  and  nice,  and,  like  the  meal 
converted  into  bread,  it  is  ready  for  good  uses. 

At  this  point  baptism,  as  "the  delivery  stage," 
follows.  The  internal, — the  "  conception  "  and 
"  gestation  stages," — being  full,  the  time  has  come 
to  put  off  the  "  old  "  and  put  on  the  "  new,"  which 
is  the  office  of  baptism.  Conversion  is  now  com- 
plete. The  subject,  a  penitent  believer  in  Christ, 
being  baptized  into  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins 
and  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  is  now  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  advantages  of  church  membership. 

After  this  manner  the  apostles  worked.  They 
first  taught  the  sinner  "  the  way."  Then,  if  he  be- 
lieved the  teaching,  and  fell  in  love  with  it,  indicat- 
ing this  by  repentance,  and  became  willing  to  throw 
off  the  yoke  of  sin  and  take  on  him  the  yoke  of 
righteousness,  why,  of  course,  they  baptized  him. 
See  Pentecost,  Acts  2;  the  eunuch,  Acts  8;  the  jail- 
er, Acts  16,  and  others.  But  mark  the  teaching, 
—believing,  change  in  affections  and  will,  went  be- 
fore baptism.  Let  not  the  mistake  be  made  of  re- 
versing this  order. 

Conversion     is    two-sided, — divine    and    human. 
Sometimes  we  make  the  mistake  of  putting  all  or 
too  much  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.     In  this,  as 
in    other   things,   God   does  for  us   what   we   can- 
not do  for  ourselves.     At  the  utmost  stretch  of  our 
possibilities   God    gives    his    richest  blessing.     In 
conversion    God  enlightens,   quickens  or   actuates, 
and  pardons.     Man  believes,  repents  and  is  baptized. 
The  Eternal  Word  is  the  "  true  Light,  which  lighteth 
:th  into  the  world."     It  is  to  the 
hat  the  sun   is  to  our  world, — 
nd  life.    With  the  Word,  "  the 
Sword  of  the  Spirit,"  the  Spirit  "  reproves  (convinc- 
es) the  world  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judg- 


lent,"  and  in  the  process  of  being  convinced 
^.nner  is  "quickened,"  made  alive  to  the  1 
that  he  has  the  ability  to  act  in  salvation  of  h 
"  willing  mind."  At  this  point  the  sinner,  giving 
himself  up  entirely,  unreservedly,  throwing  him=elf 
on  God's  mercy  and  power  to  save,  in  obedience, 
his  sins  "  blotted  out,"  and  meets  God,  his  Fa! 
ther,  in  the  blessedness  of  a  cancelled  account 
and  in  the  mystery  of  divine  fellowship. 
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DEGENERACY  AND   REUENERACV. 

BY    I.    N.    H.    BEAHM. 

Is  degeneration,  incipiently,  synonymous  with 
the  pivot  of  condemnation?  Is  regeneration,  incip- 
iently, synonymous  with  the  pivot  of  justifica- 
tion? Are  regeneration  and  baptism  simultaneous? 
These  are  questions  of  interest  and  worth.  This  ar- 
ticle treats  rather  the  opening  phases  of  the  subject 
under  consideration. 

Degeneracy,  the  state  of  being  degenerate,  is  the 
product  of  sin.  Regeneracy, — the  state  of  being 
regenerate, — is  the  product  of  righteousness.  De- 
generacy is  the  downwardness  of  man  through  er- 
ror. Regeneracy  is  the  upwardness  of  man  through 
truth.  Degeneracy  is  the  result  of  an  "undoming" 
process,  the  progeny  of  Satan,  "  Paradise  lost." 
Regeneracy  is  the  result  of  a  "  ncw-borning  "  pro- 
cess, the  progeny  of  Jehovah,  "  Paradise  regained." 

Degeneration,  primarily,  is  the  death-product 
of  the  flesh-spirit  and  not-faitk,  unbelief,  co-opera- 
tion by  the  word  of  the  devil.  It  is  the  act  of  sin- 
ful conception.  "  The  woman  saw  that  the  tree 
d  for  food   and  that  it  was   pleasant  to  the 
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"  covenant  with  de 

hell,"  a  guilty  conscience  and  a  divine  condemna- 
tion. "  She  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did  eat." 
"  I  heard  thy  voice  in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid." 
"I  will  greatly  multiply  thy  sorrow."  "Cursed  is 
the  ground  for  thy  sake;  in  sorrow  shalt  thou  eat  of 
it."  Poor,  fallen,  degenerate  creature!  "Thou 
child  of  the  devil."  Undone,  banished  "from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,"  dead! 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  sentence  of  condem- 
nation hinges  upon  the  outward  act,  "  for  in  the  day 
that  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Be- 
cause thou  "  hast  eaten  of  the  tree,  cursed  is  the 
ground,"  It  should  also  be  noted,  however,  that 
the  outward  act  of  disobedience,  and  consequent 
condemnation,  were  preceded  by  an  inward  incip- 
ient degenerating.  It  is,  therefore,  obvious  that  de- 
generation, specific,  and  the  pivot  of  condemnation 
are  logically  and  chronologically  different.  "  When 
lust  hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  sin."  It  is, 
however,  a  difference  not  of  kind,  but  rather  of  de- 
gree. 

Thus  man  passes  from  the  garden  of  justification, 
the  garden  of  joy,  into  the  outer  realm  of  condem- 
nation—the field  of  sorrow.  The  man  of  God  be- 
comes a  man  of  sin.     Awful  degeneracy! 

In  the  foregoing  the  lesson  of  the  second  birth 
has  been  taught  conversely.  Let  it  now  be  pre- 
sented directly. 

"  The  first  begotten  into  the  world  "  was  on  this 
wise:— "The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon  thee,  and 
the  power  of  the  Highest  shall  overshadow  thee: 
therefore  also  that  holy  thing  which  shall  be  born 
of  thee  shall  be  called  the  Son  of  God."  Jesus 
says,  "Ye  must  be  born  again."  Now,  a  birth,  the 
partial  history  of  an  individual,  involves  three  dis- 
tinct yet  inseparable  events;  a  responsive  reception 
of  the  life-germ,  a  development  of  the  life-germ  in- 
to a  suborganic  existence,  and  a  deliverance  into  a 
free  and  individual  sphere  of  existence.  Or, 
"  these  three  "  may  be  better  regarded  as  several 
stages  in  the  continuity  of  a  single  event,  a  generat- 
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ing,  a  growing,  and  a  coming  forth  from  aqueom 
environment  into  the  wind,  the  air  realm,  the  materi 
al  kingdom,  the  family  of  man.  Thus  another  sot 
of  man,  another  flesh-man  is  started  on  hi 
•'  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh.' 

Since  "  the  invisible  things  of  him  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  un- 
derstood by  the  things  that  are  made,"  and,  further, 
since  the  Savior  dedicates  the  figure,  it  is  clear  that 
the  process  of  entering  the  natural  life  is  analog- 
ous to  the  process  of  entering  the  spiritual.  The 
doctrine,  therefore,  of  the  second  birth  is  exceed- 
ingly simple,  however,  also  sublimely  mysterious. 

In  the  spiritual,  there  is  the  divine  begetting,  the 
regenerating  through  Spirit  and  faith  by  the  Word, 
"not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by 
the  Word  of  God."  There  is  also  the  divine  devel- 
oping through  spirit  and  faith-penitence  by  the 
Word."  "  Receive  with  meekness  the  engrafted 
Word,"  and  he  "  giveth  grace  to  the  humble." 
Still  further,  there  is  the  divine  coming  forth  from 
sin  through  faith, — penitence,  —  washing,  by  the 
Word,  into  the  spirit  realm,  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  the  family  of  God.  "Ye  have  purified 
obeying  the  truth,  ....  being 
....  by  the  word  of  God." 
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Regeneration,  specific,  is  the  life-product  of  spirit 
and  faith  co-operation  by  the  Word.  "Of  his  own 
will  begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth."  It  is  the 
act  of  spiritual  conception.  "Then  they  that  glad- 
ly received his  w 'or d  were  baptized."  It  is  the  act 
of  generating  Christ  within,  "which  is  Christ  in 
you  the  hope  of  glory." 

The  development  is  the  regenerated  life  overcom- 
ing the  carnal  heart  and  submitting  it  to  the  di- 
vine will.  It  is  a  complete  "come  down"  of  the 
flesh.     "  He    that   humbleth   himself   shall   be    ex- 


alted." 
I        The  deliverance 


the 


regenerate  organism  com- 
-lngslorth  by  the  Word,  through  baptismal  obedi- 
ence from  the  guilt  of  sin  into  the  righteousness 
of  Jesus.  "  Be  baptized  ....  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost."  "For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been 
baptized  into  Christ  have  put  on  Christ."  "  For  we 
are  his  workmanship  created  in  Christ  Jesus." 
"  He  saved  us  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

The  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  not  a  regenerating 
power.  It  is  rather  a  sanctifying  and  sealing 
power.     It  is  an  equipment  for  work,  a  service  ar- 


Thus  the  degenerate  becomes  the  regenerate,  the 
man  of  condemnation  and  sorrow,  the  man  of  jus- 
tification and  joy,  the  son  of  man  a  son  of  God. 
Marvelous  is  the  transition  from  degeneracy  to  re- 
generacy,  from  a  corrupt,  miserable  "child  of  hell" 
to  a  righteous,  rapturous  child  of  Deity! 

From  the  foregoing,  a  few  statements  are  made: 
Baptismal  regeneration  is  unscriptural  Regener- 
ation, specifically,  and  baptism,  are  logically  and 
chronologically  different.  The  difference,  howev- 
er, is  not  one  of  kind,  but,  rather,  one  of  degree. 
"Justified  by  faith,"  "that  worketh  by  love," 
"  that  by  works  a  man  is  justified."  Therefore,  re- 
generation is  not  synonymous  with  baptism,  the 
pivot  of  justification,  except  in  the  sense  that  "  the 
blade  "  is  identical  with  "  the  full  corn  in  the  ear." 
Any  theology  which  fails  to  recognize  the  insepar- 
ability of  faith,  repentance,  and  baptism,  as  condi- 
tions, ordinarily,  of  becoming  "  a  new  creature 
in  Christ,"  is  a  denial  of  the  new  birth  doctrine. 
Faith  frees  one  from  the  source  of  sin  into  the 
source  of  life.  Repentance  frees  one  from  the  love 
of  sin  into  the  love  of  God.  Baptism  frees  one 
from  the  guilt  of  sin  into  the  justification  of  Jesus. 
"  He  that  endureth  to  the  end  shall  be  saved," 
triumphantly,  gloriously,  eternally.  Regeneracy! 
Forever  with  the  Redeemer  and  the  redeemed! 
"Oh,  what  a  wonder  that  Jesus  loves  me!  " 

Winchester,  Va. 


DIGGING  A  PIT. 


"  He  that  diggeth  a  pit  shall  fall  into  it."— Eccl.  lo:  8. 
In  all  ages  men  have  been  digging  pits  and  fall- 
ing into  them.  Most  pits  have  been  dug  for  oth- 
ers, but  the  sequel,  sho»  s  that  the  one  who  dug 
the  pit  usually  got  into  it.  The  word  "pit"  may 
here  be  used  for  any  plot  that  has  been  laid  for  an- 
other. 

The  first  instance  we  call  attention  to  is  that  of 
Haman,  who  had  plotted  against  Mordecai  and  the 
Jewish  people,  even  going  so  far  as  to  erect  a  gal- 
lows, fifty  cubits  high,  on  which  to  hang  Mordecai. 
His  treachery  was  detected  and  he  was  hanged  on 
the  scaffold  himself,  while  Mordecai  went  free. 
See  Est.  7:  10. 

Daniel  was  another  victim.  Because  of  the  ex- 
cellent spirit  found  in  Daniel,  King  Darius  thought 
to  set  him  over  the  whole  realm.  He  slood  at  the 
head  of  the  revenues,  but  jealousy  and  envy  were 
doing  their  work  in  the  hearts  of  the  other  princes 
and  presidents,  and  they  began  to  plot  to  get  Dan- 
iel away  from  the  exalted  position  he  held.  I  im- 
agine they  held  a  caucus  to  determine  on  some 
course.  It  was  admitted  that  he  was  honest,  and 
if  they  found  fault  with  him,  it  must  be  concerning 
his  God,  for  all  knew  him  to  be  so  faithful  to  his 
God  that  he  would  not  compromise  his  religion. 
Some  one  made  a  motion  that  they  petition  the 
king  to  sign  a  decree  that  if  any  man  call  upon  any 
man,  or  God,  except  Darius  for  thirty  days,  he 
should  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  proposition  carried  by  acclamation. 

They  carry  the  petition  to  the  king  and  are  care- 
ful to  conceal  the  true  motive,  leaving  the  king  un- 
der the  impression  that  it  all  meant  honor  to  him. 

The  decree  was  no  sooner  signed  than  these  men 
returned  to  watch  Daniel.  They  well  knew  where 
he  had  gone  three  times  every  day  to  pray  to  his 
God.  Daniel,  knowing  the  decree  was  signed,  went 
a=  before  to  his  accustomed  place,  and  poured  out 
his  supplications  to  his  God,  as  he  had  done 
fore.  His  enemies  carry  the  tidings  to  the  king 
and  demand  the  execution  of  the  decree.  King 
Darius  reluctantly  yields  to  their  demands.  The 
sequel  shows  that  God  sent  his  angel  down  to  pro- 
tect his  servant  from  the  furious  beasts.  Daniel 
was  protected  and  taken  alive  out  of  the  den,  his 
enemies  were  then  cast  in,  and  immediately  slain 
by  the  lions.  They  dug  a  pit  for  Daniel  and 
slipped  into  it  themselves.  See  Dan.  6.  The  Jews 
plotted  against  Jesus  and  slew  him,  but,  in  doing 
so,  dug  a  pit  for  themselves.  The  antediluvian 
dug  a  pit  and  got  into  it.  King  Herod  did  the 
same  thing. 

We  have  the  same  thing  with  the  rich  man.  H 
might  have  used  his  means  in  laying  up  treasure 
in  heaven,  but  he  used  them  in  digging  a  pit  an 
finally  got  into  it. 

Every  person  who  hears  the  Gospel  of  Jest 
Christ  and  rejects  the  counsel  of  God  against  hin 
self,  is  digging  a  pit  and  will  be  sure  to  get  into  it 

It  is  very  easy  to  dig  a  pit.  All  that  any  one 
needs  to  do,  is  to  do  nothing.  The  foolish  virgins 
may  have  been  moral,  but  they  were  sleepy  profes 
sors,  and,  in  their  indifference,  dug  a  pit  and  got 
into  it. 

Oh,  reader,  let  me  entreat  you  to  be  careful  to 
avoid  digging  a  pit,  for  you  will  be  sure  to  get  into 
it,  if  you  do  not  repent  and  take  the  road  that  leads 
to  a  home  in  heaven!  Watch  and  pray  that  you 
enter  not  into  temptation  and  thus  dig  a  pit,  and 
eternity, — illim  table  as  it  is, — have  to  be  spent  in 
the  pit  prepared  for  the  wicked. 
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LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES.— Aug.  3,  1896. 

David's  Kindness.— 2  Sam.  9:  1-13. 

All  great  men  are  merciful  because  mercy  is  one 
of  the  elements  of  true  greatness.  The  lamented 
Lincoln  was  mourned  as  one  of  America's  great- 
est sons,  because  of  the  kindness  that  he  showed 
towards  the  unfortunate  and  distressed  ones  in 
their  hours  of  greatest  need.  He  annihilated  the 
distance  between  the  low  and  the  great,  and  made 
it  possible  for  earth's  poorest  ones  to  reach  the 
mercy-seat,  This  was  a  noble  spirit,  and  through 
it  he  touched  the  heart  of  the  whole  nation.  Saul 
was  a  man  great  in  position  but  small  in  deeds. 
He  was  envious  and  exceedingly  jealous,  bitter 
and  unrelenting  to  his  foes  and  those  who  stood 
in  his  way  of  position  and  power.  He  hounded 
David  as  a  most  bitter  enemy,  and  spared  his  life 
only  because  he  lacked  opportunity.  From  day 
to  day,  and  year  10  year  he  followed  in  his  foot- 
steps with  the  vowed  purpose  of  taking  his  life,  so 
that  David  would  have  had  the  greatest  of  reasons 
of  becoming  embittered  against  him,  and  for  seek- 
ng  opportunities  for  revenge.  Instead  of  this  we 
see  him  seeking  for  an  opportunity  to  show  kind- 
ness. "And  David  said,  Is  there  any  that  is  yet 
left  of  the  house  of  Saul  that  I  may  show  him  kind- 
ness for  Jonathan's  sake?  "  This  was  none  of  your 
"  make-believe "  efforts,  but  he  at  once  set  about 
to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  his  heart.  The  de- 
sire was  prompted  because  of  the  intimate  attach- 
ment that  existed  between  David  and  Jomthan,  son 
of  Saul,— united  in  life  and  not  separated  in  death. 
Thougli  Jonathan  was  dead,  he  had  a  son,  Me- 
e  on  both  of  his  feet.  Be- 
>  reverses  he  was  left  in  a 
vithout  any  visible  means 
lied  by  David,  and  as  he 
he  fell  on  his  face  and  did 
called 


"Stay  far  away  from  sin.  Abstain  not  only 
from  evil,  but  also  from  the  very  appearance  of  it. 
Satan  fails  to  drag  some  people  into  the  mire  of 
sin,  but  he  gets  them  so  close  to  it  that  he  finds 
it  quite  easy  to  defile  their  pure  white  robes  of 
righteousness  by  plunging  some  other  poor,  weak, 
deluded  soul  (over  whom  he  has  entire  control) 
into  the  awful  depths  with  a  terrific  splash." 
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phibosheth,  who  was  lar 
cause  of  his  grandfather 
helpless  condition,  and 
of  support.  He  was  c 
came  into  his  presence  ' 
reverence,"  supposing,  perhaps,  that  he 
into  the  presence  of  his  grandfather's  enemy,  only 
to  be  punished  or  further  degraded.  Then  fol- 
lowed David's  expressions  of  kindness  towards  him 
and  the  adopting  of  him  into  his  own  family.  Un- 
expected kindness  is  the  best  and  sweetest  that 
comes  to  our  experience,  and  we  can  well  imagine 
the  feelings  of  this  poor  cripple  when  this  message 
was  delivered  to  him. 

In  this  connection  we  are  made  to  think  of  the 
jealous-hearted  Saul.  Could  he  have  seen  the 
scene  as  acted  out  between  these  two,  what  would 
have  been  his  feelings,  and  what  kind  of  an  esti- 
uld  he  have  placed  on  the  actions  of  his 
rvorthy  life?  How  miserably  mean  we 
es  show  ourselves  to  be,— especially  when 
at  monster,  Jealousy,  takes  possession  of 
our  hearts?  Often  we  banish  from  us  the  ones 
who  are  waiting  and  aching  for  opportunities  to  do 
us  good.  So  it  was  with  Saul.  David  sought  aft- 
er opportunities  to  befriend  his  father-in-law*  but 
he  repelled  him  from  him.  Do  we  ever  think  that 
we  have  a  friend  better  than  David,  who  is  seeking 
to  do  us  good?  It  is  so.  The  loving  Christ  is  ev- 
er seeking  after  us  that  he  may  show  us  kindness. 
He  wants  to  adopt  us  into  his  family  and  have  us 
eat  at  his  table.  Will  we  do  it?  Mephibosheth  was 
poor  and  crippled  in  both  feet.  So  are  we,— with- 
out Christ.  We  are  poor,  homeless,  starving  and 
naked.  Will  we  be  made  rich,  —  be  fed  and 
be  clothed?  Mephibosheth's  forefathers  rejected 
God  and  his  servant  David.  So  did  our  fore- 
fathers. They  not  only  rejected  God,  but  they 
killed  his  Son.  Now  this  Son,  risen  and  approved 
of  the  Father,  comes  to  us  and  offers  us  kindness. 
In  servitude,  degraded,  bruised  and  ready  to  per- 
ish, he  comes  to  us  and  offers  liberty,  peace  and 
eternal  life.  Will  we  have  it?  It  is  for  us  to 
choose  or  refuse.  Which?  "So  Mephibosheth 
dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  for  he  did  eat  continually  at 
the  King's  table."  And  so  may  we  if  we  accept 
the  invitations  of  his  servants,  who  are  everywhere 
inviting  us  to  come  to  his  church  that  we  may 
feast  on  the  good  things  which  David's  son,  the 
Christ,  is  preparing  tor  us,  H.  B,  B. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of    Reading. 

EMRHT    YEAR. 

i.  "Crisis  of  Missions."  cloth,  »i.04i  paper ^  c 

t.  "  Lile  ol  A.  Judson,"  doth,  17  cents;  paper is  c 

"Our  Country."  cloth,  SS  cents:  paper 39  c 

"Nonsuch  Prolessor,"  cloth 831 

SKVQXD    YEAH. 

5.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth.  84  cents:  pnper 34  c 

6.  "  Memoir  of  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  17  mils:  pnper is  c 

?.  "Cnnnibalsof  New  Guinea,"  clotl 70  c 

»,  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 6s  o 

THIRD    YEAR, 
9.  "Divine  Enterprise  o!  Missions,"  cloth 1 

10.  "LHeol  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth 70  ci 

11.  "Do  Not  Say,"  and  "Acls  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-28 10  0 

ti.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth.  6H  cents;  paper 330 

»-Prices,  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  c 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 
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THE  HAND  THAT  BINDS  THE  STAR. 

The  Hand  that  binds  the  star 
In  its  tar  center,  and  around  it  rolls 

Through  space  its  worlds,  with  never  hall 
No  less  my  steps  controls. 

That  same  unfailing  Hand 

Hath  led  me  forth  from  still  eternity; 

'Twill  guide  me  onward  through  star-vista 


I  follow  I 


ugly. 


—Henry  Jet 


THE  FORCES  THAT  MAKE  CHARACTER. 
BV    O.    PERRY    HOOVER. 

In  the  development  of  man  there  are  several 
prime  factors.  First  come  the  instincts  and  pas- 
sions, which  lie  back  of  volition.  They  are  the 
outcome  of  our  constitution,  and  are  incapable  of 
development  bevond  the  animal  life.  Thus  human 
life  begins  on  the  plane  of  the  natural,  and  there  it 
would  remain,  were  it  not  for  the  fact,  that  God  has 
added  the  activities  of  the  free  spirit.  This  is  the 
second  factor  in  our  development.  Let  me  now 
present  these  forces  out  of  the  usual  way. 

"  1  am  "—individuality.  I  exist,  but  when  and 
how  1  began  is  a  mystery.  I  was  born,  but  was  not 
asked  for  my  consent.  I  was  not  given  my  choice 
of  anything  that  makes  for  good  in  life,  but  I  was 
given  powers  which  no  other  one  can  control.  I 
could  not  control  my  origin,  but  can  shape  my  des- 
mystery,  yet  it  is  dis- 


tiny.     If  my  existenc 
tinct  from  all  other  beings 

Individuality  is  not  sin 
grandly  through  the  centu 
stream  carving  its  way  thro1 
the  difference  in  level  m 


ilarity.  It  moves  on 
-s,  like  the  mountain 
;h  the  rocks.  Just  as 
Niagara  Falls,  so 


ught 


viduality  makes  the  difference  in  level  of  life.  If  all 
men  were  equal  in  force  of  life,  things  would  cease 
to  exist. 

"  I  ought  "—conscience.  Whatever  conscience  is, 
it  can  be  seared,  perverted  or  enlightened.  It  is 
the  eye,  hand  or  foot  to  morality.  Without  it  man 
would  be  morally  bankrupt.  Some  people  get 
along  apparently  without  much  of  it,  but  if  a  man 
has  a  conscience  at  all,  he  needs  to  look  after  it 
well,  else  it  will  give  him  some  uncomfortable  mo- 
ments. Paul  had  a  severe  conscience 
to  keep  it  "void  of  offense  toward  God 

Conscience  is  a  guide  only  so  long  as  it  is  in  har- 
mony with  God's  Word.  It  is  the  most  flexible  ar- 
ticle in  man's  make  up,— it  can  be  stretched  out  of 
all  recognizable  shape.  A  man  can  prepare  his 
conscience  to  give  sanction  to  most  any  deed.  The 
history  of  witchcraft  and  the  Inquisition  is  proof 
enough  to  cause  any  one  to  revise  his  opinion,  if  he 
should  think  conscience  is  a  safe  guide  at  all  times. 
The  secret  of  a  good  conscience  is  God's  spirit 
whispering  peace  to  our  hearts. 

"  I  may"— opportunity.  A  man  may  or  may  not 
do  what  others  have  done,  according  as  he  seizes 


the  opportunity.  Apples  had  always  fallen,  and 
men  had  seen  them  fall;  but  Newton  saw  more— he 
saw  the  reason  and  the  force  back  of  the  fall.  He 
seized  the  opportunity  that  God  offered  him.  which 
made  him  great.  God  is  always  giving  manifesta- 
tions of  himself  in  the  activities  of  nature,  and  he 
who  seizes  the  opportunity  to  interpret  them  shall 
know  God.  A  few  fishermen  nineteen  centuries 
ago  seized  the  opportunity  which  high  priests  neg- 
lected, and  that  made  the  difference  between  a  Pet- 
er and  Caiaphas. 

Opportunity  is  not  chance.  Nothing  simply 
"turns  up  "  for  where  God  rules  there  are  no  acci- 
dents. The  family  of  Micawbers  has  become  very 
large,  and  each  member  is  expecting  chance  to  toss 
a  fortune  to  them.  The  best  definition  of  oppor- 
tunity is  "  Strike  while  the  iron  is  hot."  The  Book 
says,  "  Now  is  the  acceptable  time."  Opportunity 
has  no  future  tense.  "The  way  of  life  blooms  but 
once." — Schil'er. 

"I  will,"  —  volition.  Freedom  of  the  will  is 
man's  greatest  gift.  It  is  an  awful  gift,  because  it 
allows  man  to  choose  his  eternal  destiny,  according 
to  the  ends  of  right  and  wrong  which  are  fixed.  In 
order  that  there  might  be  no  mistake  about  the 
choice  of  the  right  end,  God  gave  man  His  Word  to 
explain  the  Way,  and  Jesus  His  Son,  to  show  men 
how  the  life  and  the  conduct,  of  incarnate  truth, — 
will  power,  — makes  miracles.  Christ  is  the  high- 
est example  of  the  free  will  under  action,  for  what- 
ever he  did  was  the  result  of  his  will  working  out 
its  righteousness.  Men  may  do  the  same  things  in 
kind,  if  not  in  degree,  if  they  live  His  life  and  think 
His  thoughts.     "  Oh,  to  be  like  Jesus!  " 

The  will  rises  above  difficulties.  Disraeli  sat 
down  in  confusion  because  the  lords  would  not  hear 
him,  "  But  some  day  you  will  hear  me,"  said  he; 
and  so  they  did,  for  he  became  premier  of  England. 
Hannibal's  march  across  the  Alps  is  another  example 
of  will  mastering  apparent  impossibilities.  The 
church  has  done  little  yet  of  what  it  may  do,  if  only 
she  had  a  will  to  work.  "  With  me  ye  can  do  all 
things."  The  "  all  things  "  is  to  be  the  limit  of  suc- 
cess. 

"  I  believe." — Creed.  It  matters  not  what  I  be- 
lieve just  so  I  live  right,  is  the  sentiment  of  mil- 
lions. But  has  any  one  ever  lived  right  who  did  not 
believe  right?  Automatons  and  machines  act  with- 
out believing,  but  not  man.  How  many  go  wrong 
because  of  misplaced  confidence?  What  mission- 
ary ever  changed  the  acts  of  the  heathen  without 
changing  his  belief?  If  right  belief  did  not  precede 
right  acts,  why  has  God  placed  so  much  stress  on 
belief?  "  According  as  a  man  thinketh  (believeth) 
in  his  heart  so  is  he."  It  has  made  a  vast  differ- 
ence what  one  believes,  ever  since  Eve  believed  the 
devil  when  he  said,  "  Ye  shall  not  surely  die."  Let 
us,  then,  cease  to  vapor  about  living  right  without 
having  a  creed  of  right— my  creed  is  "  to  do  the 
will  of  my  Master." 
Dayton.  Ohio. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LITERATURE. 


There  are  some  things  connected  with  some  of 
our  Sunday  schools,  that  would  probably  bear  a 
more  careful  consideration  than  many  of  us  have 
yet  given  them,  one  of  which  is  the  literature  we 
use  in  our  schools.  That  such  literature  should  be 
sound,  pure,  and  elevating,  none  of  us  will  dispute 
but  that  its  tendency  should  be,  from  first  to  last', 
to  inculcate  and  to  promulgate  the  principles  of 
our  holy  religion-the  doctrines  of  the  Bible- 
some  of  us,  probably,  have  never  considered 
Such  ltterature  is  intended  to  captivate,  instruct, 
and  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  young,  and  if  this 
is  not  done,  the  literature  is  worthless.  With  the 
injunction,  "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go  before  us,  how  important  that  we  put  the  best 
ltterature,  to  obtain  this  end,  into  their  hands! 

Not  passing  judgment  upon  any  or  giving  an 
opinion  with  reference  to  any,  suppose  the  litera- 
ture, gotten  up  by   others,  is  as  good  as  our  own 


ed  in  a  schoolhouse  or  private  house,  and  by  tak- 
ing part  you  can  have  fair  play,— have  our  litera- 
ture by  turn,— all  right,  but  by  all  means  we  should 
guard  the  literature  used  in  schools  in  our  church- 
es as  closely,  if  not  more  so,  than  we  do  the 
ing  done  in  them. 

Again;  how  many  take  as  deep  interest  in  the 
publications  of  others,  as  you  do  in  our  own? 
Plainly,  do  you,  can  you,  take  as  much  interest  in 
teachingjjw«"  children  the  lesson  from  the  publica- 
tions of  others  as  you  can  from  our  own?  Results 
are  measured  by  the  interest  we  take  in  teaching 
our  children.  S 

"But,"  you  say,  "our  publications  are  higher 
than  others?  "  Well,  let  us  see.  Suppose  alt  our 
schools  used  our  own  publications.  The  price  of 
any  publication  is  governed  by  its  circulation  or 
patronage,  you  know.  Let  all  our  schools,  con- 
ducted in  our  houses,  I  mean,  assure  our  publish- 
ing brethren  that  our  literature  will  be  used,  and  if 
they,  the  publishers,  can't  make  sacrifice  great 
enough  to  furnish  our  literature  as  cheap  as  others 
can,  I  believe  they  will  be  willing,  if  we  are,  to  give 
it  up  (the  publishing  of  Sunday  school  literature), 
and  advise  us  to  use  the  cheapest  we  can  get.  After 
all,  comparing  bulk  and  matter,  how  much  cheaper 
are  other  publications  than  our  own? 

Then,  again,  many  of  the  union  schools  in  our 
houses,  are  conducted  largely  by  our  own  people, 
and  the  introduction  of  our  literature  would  make 
very  little,  if  any  difference  in  the  attendance;  then, 
why  not  use  our  own?  , 

Further,  our  publishing  brethren  are  striving  tc 
give  us  sound  literature.  They  have  the  good  of 
the  cause  at  heart  and  their  success  in-  this  respect 
will  be  largely  what  we  make  it.  Suppose  your 
brother  should  set  up  in  business,  having,  among 
other  considerations,  the  good   of  your  family,— fi- 
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Litchfield,  III. 
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There  are  certain  formalities  that  ought  to  be 
observed  even  between  the  most  intimate  friends. 
The  failure  to  heed  them  often  ends  in  unpleasant 
feelings,  if  not  in  open  alienation.  We  have  known 
many  an  excellent  man,  for  example,  who  did  not 
relish  being  slapped  on  the  shoulder,  and  called  by 
some  abbreviation  of  his  Christian  name.  A  meas- 
ure of  well-bred  reserve  contributes  not  a  little  to 
the  dignity  and  pleasure  of  human  intercourse. 
Other  similar  things  we  might  mention  that  are 
equally  worthy  of  notice.  If,  moreover,  you  write 
your  friend  a  letter,  it  is  treating  him  with  scant 
courtesy  to  use  soiled  paper  and  a  bad  pen,  to  omit 
the  date,  and  to  close  by  simply  sticking  your 
blunt  initials  to  the  last  line.  No  man  feels  pleased 
when  you  take  it  for  granted  that  he  is  not  of  suf- 
ficient importance  to  deserve  polite  consideration. 

To  do  well  may  be  to  do  our  duty  only  partially. 
To  do  our  best  ought  to  be  our  real  aim.  A  runner 
may  do  well  in  a  race,  and  yet  come  short  of  doing 
his  best.  When  a  student  was  anticipating  his  first 
appearance  in  the  intercollegiate  games,  a  friend, 
by  the  way  of  encouragement,  said:  "  If  you  do  not 
get  the  gold  medal,  you  may  win  the  silver  one." 
The  reply  came  quickly:  "I  never  try  for  a  second 
prize!  "  In  any  sphere  of  action,  doing  one's  best 
is  the  true  measure  of  one's  success.  No  one  ought 
to  be  satisfied  to  fall  short  of  his  own  best  possi- 
bilities, 
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RULES  FOR  CHURCH  K1LL1NCJ. 

SELECTED  BY  D.  C.  CAMPBELL. 

i.  Don't  come, 

2.  If  you  do  come,  come  late. 

3.  Try  to  make  plenty  of  noise. 
4    Don't  imagine  the  front  seats  are  meant  for 

you.     People  might  think  you  conceited. 

5.  If  you  do  take  a  front  seat,  take  a  nap. 

6.  If  not  a  nap,  come,  bound  to  find  fault. 

7.  Don't  for  the  world,  ever  think  of  praying  for 
the  church,  or  the  minister. 

8.  Don't  sing;  if  you  do,  start  a  strange  piece, 
sing  if.  half-way  through,  stop  short;  then  ask  the 
congregation  if  they  can't  catch  it. 

9.  If  the  leader  asks  for  short  prayers,  don't  pray. 

10.  Don't  encourage  the  pastor,  but  tell  his  faults 
to  others. 

11.  Visit  other  churches  half  the  time. 

12.  If  somebody  said  a  good  thing,  and  it  helped 
you,  don't  tell  him;  it  might  make  h-'~  ■ 

13.  If  you  see  a  strangei 
him  as  uncomfortable  as  you  can. 

14.  Never  speak  of  the  meetings  to  any  one 
you  do,  speak  despairingly. 

14.  Don't  believe  in  missions. 

16.  Let  the  ministers  do  all  the  work,  and  c< 
plain  because  they  don't  do  more. 

17.  See  that  their  necessary  expenses 
the  church  remain  unpaid. 

18.  Don't  give  much  to  benevolence;  if  you  do, 
boast  about  it. 

19.  Don't  take  your  denominational  paper. 
(    20.  Try  to  run  the  church. 

.>  *..'  If  you   think   everything   harmonious,  try  to 
do  something  to  engender  all  the  strife  you  can. 

22.  Following  this  course,  the   church  will  soon 
be  killed.  _______ 

SYSTEMATIC  QIVlMO. 
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to  the  Lord  that  which  is  his  own,  and  he  will  bless 
the  cheerful  giver.  I  have,  for  several  mnnths, 
tried  systematic  giving,  and  I  never  before  realized 
what  comfort  and  peace  of  mind  could  come  from 
this  kind  of  giving  1  await,  with  pleasure,  the  first 
of  each  month,  when  I  can  place  the  stipulated 
amount  into  the  missionary  box. 

Then  this  enables  one  to  look  forward  for  the 
most  profitable  place  to  invest  the  Lord's  money. 
I  very  much  wish  some  able  brother  would  write  a 
ten  or  twelve  page  tract  on  the  subject  of  giving. 
I  have  a  most  excellent  tract,  of  twenty  pages,  en- 
titled, "  What  we  owe  and  how  to  pay  it,"  that  I 
would  be  pleased  to  send  to  any  one  interested  in 
this  subject. 

McPhersoti,  Kans. 


in  the  audience,  make 


behalf  of 


ASIA  MINOR. 


A  Greek  Funeral. — Turkish  DIsheB.—  Oospel  Limi- 
tations  The  Turkish  Empire. 

A  few  days  ago  I  was  startled  by  loud  cries 
proceeding  from  a  Greek  house  in  our  neighbor- 
hood, and,  throwing  open  the  window  to  ascertain 
the  cause,  I  saw  a  middle-aged  woman  whose  hus- 
band had  died  but  a  few  hours  previously,  leaning 
from  the  open  casement  of  the  upper  story,  and 
loudly  calling  upon  the  dead  to  come  back,  while 
she  tore  out  her  hair  by  handfuls  and  threw  it 
upon  the  pavement  below,  beating  her  breast  and 
wailing,  according  to  the  Eastern  custom.  The 
dead  was  being  borne  over  the  threshold,  lying  up- 
on an  open  bier  and  dressed  in  holiday  attire,  with 
a  chaplet  of  flowers  forming  an  arch  above  the 
ghastly  face.  A  procession  of  black-robed  priests, 
bearing  the  uplifted  cross  and  church  banners, 
with  a  train  of  boys  carrying  tapers,  and  chanting 
responsively,  in  monotonous  tones,  followed,  while 
a  few  of  the  higher  dignitaries  of  the'ehurch,  whose 
gilded  mitres  and  embroidered  vestments  added 
to  the  display,  showed  the  honor  paid  to  the  de- 
parted, and— the  property  which  could  pay  for  it! 
The  piercing  cries  and  lamentations  made  by  the 

women   of   the   household    did   not  cease  till   the 

procession  had  passed  out  of  sight      At  the  place 

of  burial  the  dead  was  partially  disrobed,  wrapped 

in   a   "  winding   sheet "   and   laid   i 

grave,  without  even  a  board  to  cov 

falling  earth.    The  coarse    jesting 

went  on  amid  the  rapid  reading  ; 

the   priests  and  boys,    and    the    u 

which   ended   the   burial    service, 


ince.  But  the  Gospel  leaven  is  infused  more  wide- 
ly among  the  Moslems  than  most  people  suppose; 
and  every  now  and  then  some  sudden  and  secret 
revelation  shows  that  it  is  working  in  the  darkness 
of  night.  The  simplicity  and  purity  of  Christian 
worship  among  the  Protestants  is  particularly 
pleasing  to  Mohammedans,  who  are  Unitarians  of 
the  strictest  sect,  and  to  whom  the  picture  and 
saint  worship  of  the  Eastern  churches  is  utterly 
abhorrent.  The  doctrine  of  transubstantiation, 
especially,  rouses  their  indignation  and  disgust. 
When  one  refers  to  the'  absurdities  of  the  Koran 
they  scornfully  reply,  "  Who  are  they  that  take 
flour  and  water  and  make  wafers  of  them,  who 
dip  these  wafers  in  wine  and  put  them  to  the 
mouths  of  the  people,  bidding  them  bow  down 
and  worship  them  as  the  body  and  blood  of  their 
God?"  But  diversities  of  denominations  or 
"  sects"  among  those  who  bear  the  Christian  name 
is  far  less  a  stumbling-block  to  the  Turks  than 
the  lack  of  purity  in  the  representative  type. 


In  Gospel  Messenger,  No.  25,  Bro.  J.  H.  M.  has 
a  most  excellent  article  on  "  How,  When,  and  What 
to  Give."  He  advocates  the  giving  of  one-tenth, 
that  we  may  have  a  systematic  way  of  raising  mon- 
ey for  the  Lord's  work.  In  all  the  universe  you 
can  not  find  any  of  God's  work  but  what  is  system- 
atically arranged,  and  we  believe  he  will  be 
pleased  if  we  have  some  system  about  our  giving. 
I  feel  sure,  dear  brother,  that  you  will  be  more  than 
pleased  if  you  will  adopt  a  systematic  plan  of  giv- 
ing. When  shall  I  begin?  Begin  now.  Yes,  but 
I  am  in  debt  and  can  not  afford  to  give  now.  I 
would  be  willing  to  do  that  if  I  were  out  of  debt. 
Brother,  would  you  believe  me  if  I  were  to  tell  you 
that  you  will  get  out  of  debt  quicker  by  adopting 
this  plan  now  than  to  go  on  careless,  giving  when 
you  are  compelled  to  do  so,  and  that  grudgingly, 
because  you  always  feel  that  you  can  not  spare  the 
money,  for  you  are  in  debt. 

1.  System  is  one  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  business,  and  it  you  lack  this  principle,  it  may 
explain  why  you  are  in  debt,  and  if  you  adopt  this 
system,  it  will  tend  to  cultivate  this  very  essential 
principle. 

2.  God  will  approve  this  method  and  you  there- 
fore place  yourself  in  such  relation  to  him  that  he 
can  bless  you,  and  he  is  able  to  make  one  dollar  go 
farther  than  you  can  make  one  hundred  dollars  go 
without  him. 

3.  If  you  have  no  system,  you,  more  than  likely, 
give  grudgingly,  and  that  kind  of  giving  God  can 
not  bless. 

4.  If  you  adopt  this  plan  your  giving  will  always 
be  cheerful  and  you  will  feel  that  you  have  restored 


shallo 


laughing 
tanting  of 


all    alike 


The  Turkish  Empire  is  the  home  of  many  races, 
— a  vast  reservoir,  into  which  the  severed  frag- 
ments of  ancient  nations  have  been  swept  by  the 
flood  of  time  and  the  ravages  of  war,  each  retain- 
ing its  own  distinctive  language,  religion,  and, 
more  or  less,  its  national  customs  and  costume; 
but  all  alike  subject  to  one  government.  Of  the 
thirty  or  forty  millions  who  comprise  its  popula- 
tion, the  ruling  race, — Osmanlis,— form  but  little 
more  than  one-third.  The  remainder  is  made  up  of 
Greeks,  Armenians,  Syrians,  Arabs,  Jews,  Circas- 
sians, Turkomans  and  Kurds,  with  an  intermixture 
of  the  descendants  of  the  ancient  Medes,  Chal- 
dians  and  Parthians.  Besides  the  Slavic  races  of 
European  Turkey,  among  whom  are  four  millions 
of  Bulgarians,  the  millions  more  of  Romans  or 
Wallachs,  in  the  Danubian  principalities,  the  Ar- 
naouts  or  Albanians,  the  Druzes  of  Syria,  and  the 
Copts,  Nubians,  etc.,  of  Africa.  It  is  a  huge  con- 
glomeration, forming  one  unwieldy  nation,  with 
no  common  bond  of  union,  no  spirit  of  patriotism 
to  produce  a  powerful  public  sentiment.  But  God 
evidently  preserved  and  brought  them  thus  to- 
gether for  some  far-reaching  and  all-wise  purpose. 
His  hand  set  in  motion  Ihe  forces  which  should 


hurried  away, 
solemnity. 


'ithout  the  slightest  appearance  of 


Have  our  Brethr 
ner?  Some  of  the 
Delmonico.  The  " 
kernel    round 


en  any  idea  of  a  Turkish  din- 
se  dishes  would  not  disgrace 
piloff  "  of  Egyptian  rice,  each 
full,  made  up  with  the  broth 
and  white  meat  of  tender  fowls,— the  pyramid 
thickly  sprinkled  with  pine  nuts  and  Zante  cur- 
rants, takes  the  lead.  Then  come  the  "  dolmas," 
long,  delicate  squashes  (which  grow  by  the  yard) 
cored,  and  filled  with  a  savory  preparation  of  rice 
and  minced-meat,  and  boiled  in  young  grape 
leaves.  We  may  also  mention  the  stew  of  quinces 
and  mutton;  the  roasted  and  boiled  chestnuts;  the 
indescribable  dumplings;  the  "  stuffed  "  baked  to- 
matoes; the  crisp  and  flaky  pastry,  rich  with  butter, 
cream  and  honey;  and  rosy  apples,  apricots,  pears, 
melons,  pomegranates,  and  rich  clusters  of  grapes, 
perfectly  preserved  in  wine!  The  fish,  fowls  and 
lamb  are  broiled  or  roasted  to  perfection;  ...  but 
we  have  not  yet  been  invited  to  such  a  banquet! 
These  dishes  appear  only  occasionally  on  our 
table,  and  always  lack  the  flavor  and  relish  which 
only  a  Turk.sh  chef  cm  give. 

Missionaries  are  prohibited  from  working  direct- 
ly among  the  Mohammedans— for  the  government 
will  not  allow  anything  like  proselytizing.  And 
although  the  "  death  penalty  "  has  been  revoked,  it 
is  well  known  at  the  Capital,  that  any  Turk  who 
changes  his  religion  will  be  quietly  put  out  of  the 
way,  thrown  into  the  "  mad-house,"  or  prison,  on 
some  false  pretext,  to  meet  his  fate,  or  be  drafted 
into  the  army,  to  end  his  days  in  some  distant  prov- 


pour 


tide  of  new  life  into  this  decaying  empire 
isintegrated  and  antagonistic 
ring  body,  whose  Head  shall  be 


ould  its 
masses  into  one 
Christ,  the  Lord. 

This  is  the  Christian  crusade  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  far  exceeding  in  moral  sublimity  that  of 
the  olden  time,  when  the  kings  of  the  earth  band- 
ed themselves  together  to  rescue  the  Holy  Land 
from  the  hand  of  the  Turk! 

How  wonderful  that  the  great  commission, — the 
Master's  last  command,— uttered  in  this  very  land, 
more  than  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  should 
have  been  caught  up,  and  re-echoed  in  the  New 
World  by  a  people  but  little  over  a  century  old! 
How  strange  that  scores  of  its  sons  and  daughters 
should  carry  the  "  glad  tidings  "  from  the  Caspian 
and  Black  Seas  on  the  north,  beyond  the  Medi- 
terranean on  the  south,  in  the  country  of  Eden  and 
Ararat,— the  cradle  of  the  human  race;  on  the 
plains  of  Mesopotamia,— the  home  of  Abraham, 
among  the  mountains  of  Koordistan,  and  all  along 
the  sacred  rivers  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  where  Jere- 
miah wept  and  Daniel  prayed;  and  the  Nile  where 
the  "  Lawgiver  "  was  raised  up  to  deliver  his  peo- 
ple; in  Palestine  where  "the  Word  was  made  flesh 
and  dwelt  among  men,"  the  land  of  Gethsemane 
and  Calvary,— and  through  all  the  provinces  of 
Asia  Minor  where  once  the  feet  of  the  apostles 
trod;  that  now,  as  then,  "Parthians  and  Medes, 
and  Elamites,  and  the  dwellers  in  Mesopotamia, 
and  in  Judea  and  Cappadocia,  in  Pontus  and  Asia, 
Phrygia  and  Pamphylia,  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  parts 
of  Lybia  about  Cyrene,  and  strangers  of  Rome, 
Jews  and  Proselytes,  Cretes  and  Arabians,"  may 
hear  the  "  wonderful  works  of  God,  every  man  in 
his  own  tongue!"  "And  that  repentance  and  re- 
mission of  sins  should  be  preached  in  His  Name, 
among  all  nations," 
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Bro.  W.  R.  Mill 
tions  in  Chicago  ar 
there  was  never  in  a 


its  that  the  congrega 
lg,  and  that  the  worl 
osperous  condition. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  July  18,  1806. 


Writing  from  Ottawa,  Kans.,  sister  Fanny  Mor- 
ow  says,  that,  since  her  last  report,  two  have  unit- 
d  with  the  church  at  that  place. 


This  week  we  place  in  the  waste-basket  an  obitu- 
ary because  it  does  not  say  where  the  deceased 
died.  We  would  have  returned  it  to  the  writer  for 
correction,  but  he  fails  to  give  his  address.  When 
will  people  learn  to  give  their  address  on  every 
communication  they  write? 


From  many  sour 
for  strong  articles  i 
spirituality  among 
a  yearning  for  a  pi 
occupied  by 
Christianity, 
this  plane? 

Writing  f 


we  receive  urgent  requests 
upport  of  a  higher  order  of 
■  people.  There  seems  to  be 
:  of  living  much  above  that 
ost  of  those  making  a  profession  of 
Who  can  help  our  people  to  reach 


>m  Baltimore,  Md.,  C.  Tempie  Sauble 
says:  "  I  would  sooner  miss  one  meal  a  day, 
than  not  read  the  Messenger."  The  writer  of  this 
note  had  similar  feelings,  while  in  the  South,  years 
ago.  The  Messenger  was  often  handed  him  while 
he  was  at  work  in  his  orange  grove.  The  next 
twenty  minutes  or  more  were  spent  seated  on  a 
convenient  stump,  or  the  plow  beam,  getting  the 
run  of  the  information  the  paper  contained.     After 

s  the  more  delightful. 


that, 


We 


in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  Gospel  Trump- 
et for  June  4,  containing  the  third  chapter  of  a 
series  of  articles  headed  "  Errors  of  Dunkardism." 
This  chapter  treats  the  subject  of  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, and  endeavors  to  show  that  Jesus  ate  his  last 
supper  with  his  disciples  on  the  evening  that  the 
legal  passover  was  eaten  by  the  Jews.  He  forgets 
that  Jesus  instituted  the  rite  of  feet-washing  "  be- 
fore the  feast  of  the  passover  "  (John  13:  1 ),  and 
that  the  institution  of  the  Lord's  Supper  closely 
followed  feet-washing.  He  also  fails  to  consider 
the  fact  that  Christ  is  our  passover,  and  as  the 
type  and  antitype  should  meet  in  the  point  of 
time,  it  must  be  evident  that  Jesus,  our  passover, 
expired  on  the  cross  just  at  the  time  that  the  Jews 
commenced  killing  their  passover  lambs  in  the 
temple.  We  might  reply  to  the  article  in  full,  but 
we  hardly  deem  it  necessary.  We,  however,  re- 
mark that  it  is  the  close  following  of  the  "  letter  ' 
of  the  Gospel  that  most  writers  denominate  the 
"  Errors  of  Dunkardism."  If  this  be  reviling,  and 
saying  all  manner  of  evil  of  uc  (Matt.  5:  11)  it 
to  our  credit,  for  it  is  false,  and  is  done  solely 
because  we  prefer  to  follow  Jesus  rather  than  n 
The  popular  churches  are  setting  aside  mos 
the  Gospel  ordinances,  while  our  people  still 
tain  them  in  their  practice,  and  on  this  basis 
preparing  to  meet  the  open  book  at  the  judgme 


A  sister  in  the  West  writes  that  there  is  far  too 
much  whispering  among  the  young  people  during 
our  religious  services,  and  thinks  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  Probably  nothing 
short  of  properly-taught  manners  in  the  family  will 
remedy  this  irreverent  practice.  An  occasional, 
well-prepared  sermon  on  good  manners  might  do  a 
great  deal  of  good  in  some  localities.  Fatherly 
admonitions,  given  privately,  will  invariably  result 
well.  Public  rebukes,  judic:ously  delivered,  can 
sometimes  be  made  to  have  a  telling  effect.  In 
large  churches,  in  cities,  the  prudent  janito 
how  to  correct  the  young  boys  and  girls 


back  part  of  the 
services. 


who  whisper  during  the 


Parker 
njoyed 


Brethren  H.  B.  Brumbaugh  and 
were  with  us  a  few  days  last  week,  ai 
their  presence  very  much.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  thus 
meet  with  those  who  are  associated  with  us  in  busi- 
ness relations  and  exchange  views  concerning  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  important  work  entrusted 
to  our  care.  It  would  afford  us  still  more  pleasure, 
and  we  believe  that  it  would  be  helpful  to  all  of  us, 
could  we  be  permitted  to  meet  oftener.  But  each 
of  us  have  our  respective  fields  of  labor,  and  we 
must  all  be  about  the  Master's  business  until  we 
shall  have  performed  the  various  tasks  assigned  us. 
To  us  there  is  nothing  more  enjoyable  than  to  meet 
and  converse  with  those  who  are  deeply  interested 
lating  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ  up- 


1  the  thing 


1  the 


rth. 


SUMMER  MUS1NQS. 


Do  you  know  that  musings  are  not  always  sea- 
sonable? I  mean  by  this  that  our  thoughts,  and 
the  character  of  them,  are  regulated  somewhat  by 
the  season  of  the  year  and  the  condition  of  the  at- 
mosphere. With  a  ninety-degree  July  sun,  white, 
floating  clouds  and  a  misty,  balmy  air,  you  enjoy  a 
shady  nook,  and  if  your  eyes  don't  get  too  heavy, 
you  are  most  likely  to  have  dreamy  thoughts.  As 
I  took  my  pen  to  write,  my  thought  was,  What 
shall  I  write  that  may  be  interesting  and  edifying 
to  the  reader?  Then  I  thought  of  the  homes  of  my 
readers  and  their  different  callings.  Many  of  you 
are  bread-winners.  Indeed,  I  hope  you  all  are,  be- 
cause it  is  said,  "  He  that  will  not  work  should  not 
eat."  And  as  eating  is  one  of  the  essentials  of  life, 
none  of  us  should  so  condition  ourselves  that  we 
cannot  honestly  pray:  "  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread."  But  I  recognize  the  fact  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  you  are  farmers,  and  farm  laborers,  and  that 
July  and  August  are  the  busy  months  of  the  year. 
I  know  that  your  time  for  reading  will  be  in  short 
snatches,  at  the  mornings,  evenings,  during  the 
showers,  if  they  happen  to  come,  and  on  Sunday. 
These  are  not  times  for  deep  thinking  on  abstruse 
and  theological  subjects,  but  should  be  of  the 
musing  kind,  that  is,  they  should  be  simple,  easily 
digested,  and  of  such  a  religious  tone  that,  should 
we  fall  asleep,  while  in  the  act  of  reading,  they 
would  produce  pleasant  and  restful  dreams,  similar 
to  those  we  sometimes  have,  and  so  much  enjoy, 
while  sitting  under  a  museful  sermon  on  a  warm 
Sunday  morning,  when  we  feel  like  singing:  "  Oh 
how  sweet  " — is  sleep! 

Just  now  I  have  been  thinking  about  the  harvest 

dashing  click  of  the  harvester  or 

low  and  measured  swish  of  the  cradle,  as  stroke 

stroke  it  brings  its  full  share  and  evenly  lays 

1   the   swath.     To   the    minister,   the    Sunday 

the  Christian  toiler,  this  may  not 


field, 


school  worker,  i 


:  "e  by 


quite 


seem  to  be  a  propitious  season  for  preparation 
yet  the  associations  attending  harvest  scenes  :'   "' 
no   means   antagonistic  to  religious  thinking 
in  our  preparation  for  work  we  need  this 
much  as  reading. 

In  reading  so  much  from  books,  outside  of  th 
Bible,  we  waste  time  in  borrowing  other  m  ' 
thoughts  instead  of  producing  our  own.  It  may  QS 
true,  that  other  men's  thoughts  are,  by  f3r,  (,eu 
than  our  own.  But,  then,  they  do  not  belong  tot, " 
and  we  have  no  right  to  use  other  men's  ammu  "' 
tion  unless  we  pay  for  it  and  give  the  proper  credit 
Then,  too,  we  can  give  our  own  with  a  bette 
grace,  because  we  know  where  it  comes  from  and 
that  it  is  pure  and  genuine  because  we  produced  it 
Do  you  see?  My  wife  says  that  home-made  bread 
always  tastes  best  because  she  knows  how  it  is 
made.  So  it  is  with  our  church  feeding.  Mos, 
people  like  the  home-made  stuff  best  because  they 
know  from  whence  it  comes.  I  sometimes  pity 
congregations  when  I  see  them  taking  in  with 
great  relish  what  they  suppose  to  be  a  genuine 
home-made  sermon,  when,  I  am  sure,  at  the  time 
that  it  is  "  city  made,"  and  very  spongy  stuff  at 
that.  My  brethren,  we  ought  not  to  do  such 
things. 

But  I  have  not  yet  got  to  my  subject,  or,  perhaps, 
I  had  better  say,  I  am  getting  away  from  it,  because 
I  had  one  in  mind  when  I  commenced. 

For  a  number  of  weeks  we  have  been  having  our 
prayer  meeting  lessons  from  the  Book  of  Revela- 
tions, and  in  my  musings  I  was  going  over  some  of 
the  things  therein  contained.  One  of  my  thoughts 
was,  Why  give  these  lessons  for  the  month  of  July? 
Does  it  not  require  deep  and  consecutive  thinking, 
to  dive  into  the  seemingly  hidden  truths  of  this, 
wonderful  and  mysterious  book?  It  certainly  does. 
And  yet,  do  you  know  of  any  book  which  gives 
more  food,— more  subject  matter  for  quiet  think- 
ing,—just  the  kind  we  need  for  our  resting  mo- 
ments and  summer  snatches. 

During  our  late  Eastern  trip,  while  at  Ephesus, 
after  spending  several  hours  walking  over  the  ruins 
of  this  once  great  city,  we  sought  for  a  lunching 
place  the  ruins  of  the  "  Temple  of  Diana."  There 
we  rested  and  ate  our  meal,  surrounded  by  the 
ruins  and  broken  pillars  of  that  once  magnificent 
building,  and,  while  there,  I  was  made  to  think  of 
John  as  the  beloved  disciple,  as  the  apostle  and  the 
one  in  whose  care  the  Christ,  while  expiring  on  the 
cross,  entrusted  the  care  and  life  of  his  mother.  It 
was  to  this  city  he  afterwards  brought  her  and 
made  the  place  his  home,— their  home  and  his  field 
of  labor.  Here  it  was  that  he  became  bishop  of 
the  church  of  Ephesus.  Here  we  were  shown  the 
ruins  of  a  church  which,  it  is  said,  was  built  under 
his  directions.  Here  it  was  that  he  presided  over  a 
prosperous  church.  Here  it  was  that  the  mother  of 
Jesus  died  and  was  buried.  From  here  John  was 
banished  to  the  Isle  of  Patmos.  What  a  wonderful 
place  is  this!  A  place  for  meditation  and  thought! 
And  as  I  have  been  thinking  oyer  the  Revelation 
prayer  meeting  talks,  these  scenes  of  sight  and  his- 
tory come  with  renewed  interest  to  me. 

The  question  was  asked:  Why  this  mysterious 
revelation?  What  can  be  the  advantage  of  giving 
to  the  world  a  book  of  unanswered  problems?  The 
book  is  as  the  tree  in  the  acorn.  We  know  it  is 
there  but  it  takes  time  for  growth  and'  develop- 
ment. First  the  leaves,  the  small  twig.  After  a 
while  the  tree,  and  then  the  fruit.  As  we  look  at 
the  opening  leaves  and  the  growing  twig,  we  de- 
velop faith  and  hope,  because  of  growth  and  assur- 
ance of  fruitage.  We  cannot  hurry  the  growth  or 
force  the  fruitage.  We  believe,  we  hope,  we  wait. 
For  eighteen  hundred  years  this  book  has  been  the 
wonder  of  the  Christian  world,  and  though  the 
fruitage  is  not  yet  seen  •  in  its  to-be-developed 
stages,   yet  do  we   not  gather  from   its  branches 
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uch  that  is  enjoyable  and  precious?  The  interest 
f  the  book  is  wonderfully  enhanced  because  of  the 
mist  and  sunshine  through  which  we  look  at  it. 

Then,  again,  how  many  of  us  would  become  ef- 
ficient mathematicians,  were  the  problems  and  the 
ories  all  plainly  worked  out  in  our  text  books? 
s,  solutions,  and  answers,  are 
may  study,  reason  and  work 
/e  have  interest,  work,  pleasure 
It  is  not  development  we 
of  development,  but 
be  enabled  to  grasp 


demonstratio 
withheld,   that   we 
them  out.    In  this 
and    development.     It     is 
want,   merely   for   the   saki 
we  want  it  that  we  may  th\ 


cloth  wrapped  about  the  loins,  and  from  head  to 
foot  they  are  as  blue  as  blue  can  be. 

After  the  lashing  has  gone  on  for  three  or  four 
hours,  the  liquid  is  allowed  to  settle,  and  as  the 
blue  flakes  sink  to  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  the 
clear  water  is  drawn  off.     The   mass  of  blue  paste 


the  higher  truths  and  the  deeper  yearnings 
the  soul.  So  it  is  with  the  study  of  the  Book 
of  Revelation.  The  working  out  of  the  surface 
truths  gives  us  development  and  interest,  and  by 
seeing  through  these,  we  catch  a  glimpse  of 
the  hidden  treasures  which,  we  are  assured,  arc 
there,  though  unrevealed.  How  long  this  book 
will  yet  remain  partially  sealed  I  don't  know. 
None  of  us  do.  But  this  we  do  know;  that  when 
the  seals  are  all  broken  and  the  mists  that  are  now 
enshroud  the  sacred  pages  are  removed,  there  will 
be  a  blessed  realization,  such  as  has  never  before 
been  revealed  to  the  finite  mind. 

These  are  thoughts  that  may  profitably  occupy 
our  spare  moments,  and  there  are  no  times  when 
happy  thoughts  of  heaven  come  to  us  more  freely 
than  during  our  snatches  of  rest,  after  a  hard  task 
of  labor  has  been  performed.  The  more  we  enjoy 
rest  here,  the  more  we  will  seek  after  it  in  the  be- 
yond, when  John  says:  "  And  there  shall  be  no 
night  there,  and  they  need  no  candle,  neither  the 
light  of  the  sun;  for  the  Lord  God  giveth  them 
light;  and  they  shall  reign  forever  and  ever.  .  . 
....  And  I,  John,  heard  these  things  and  saw 
them."  H-  B-  B- 
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INDIGO    AND    OPIUM. — THE     INTRODUCTION     OF    OPIUM 
INTO  CHINA. 

At  the  close  of  our  last  letter  we  briefly  referred 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  indigo  plant  in  India. 
Some  account  of  the  production  of  this  dye,  so 
commonly  used  in  all  our  families  at  home,  may  not 
be  uninteresting.  In  a  general  way  it  may  be  said 
that  India  supplies  the  world  with  indigo.  About 
ten  million  pounds,  worth  as  many  dollars,  are  pro- 
duced annually.  The  plant,  as  its  name  indicates, 
is  a  native  of  India,  although  it  is  cultivated  in  oth- 
er parts  of  the  world.  The  dye  produced  in  Ben- 
gal is  the  best  to  be  found  in  the  market. 

When  the  indigo  plant  (indigo /era)  has  attained 
its  growth,  the  stems  are  cut  down  and  tied  into 
small  bundles.  This  is  done  just  when  the  buds 
are  about  to  open,  as  it  is  thought  that  then  the 
leaves  are  fully  charged  with  coloring  matter. 
The  same  stock  produces  two,  and  in  some  locali- 
ties three  crops  of  stems  and  leaves  each  year. 
The  bundles  are  taken  at  once  to  the  factories  and 
are  thrown  into  large  vats  and  covered  with  warm 
water.  Here  they  remain  until  fermentation  takes 
place,  which  occupies  from  ten  to  fourteen  hours, 
depending  upon  the  temperature.  This  process  re- 
leases the  coloring  matter  from  the  leaves  and  it 
is  held  in  solution  by  the  water.  When  the  water 
assumes  a  fine,  clear,  yellow  color,  it  is  judged  that 
the  leaves  have  given  up  the  indigo.  The  water 
is  then  drawn  off  into  a  series  ef  vats  placed  on  a 
lower  level  than  the  first,  and  the  stalks  are  thrown 
out  into  the  sun  to  dry,  after  which  they  are  used  as 
fuel  in  the  furnaces.  The  yellow  liquid  now  under- 
goes a  process  of  violent  agitation.  Natives, 
armed  with  long  bamboo  poles,  lash  it  for  several 
hours.  Gradually  the  blue  flakes  separate  from  the 
water  and  sink  to  the  bottom,  The  men  who  1; 
h=  water   wear   no     clothing  save  a  small    cotton 


is  then  taken  out  of  the  tanks,  put  into  kettles  and 
boiled  for  three  hours,  and  is  then  filtered  through  a 
thick  cloth.  The  paste  is  then  dried  under  press- 
ure, cut  into  square  cakes,  weighing  about  eight 
ounces  each,  upon  which  is  stamped  the  name  of 
the  factory.  The  cakes  are  then  laid  away  in  the 
shade  to  dry,  after  which  they  are  packed  into  box 
es  ready  for  shipment.  The  entire  process  of  mak- 
ing indigo  takes  about  three  months.  At  one  time 
the  manufacture  of  the  dye  was  very  profitable, 
and  large  fortunes  were  made  by  the  English,  but 
for  some  years,  owing  to  over-production  and  con- 
sequent low  prices,  it  has  not  made  satisfactory  re- 
turns. As  a  result,  Bengal  and  Behar  are  dotted 
with  the  sites  of  abandoned  indigo  factories.  In 
the  Madras  Presidency  the  business  is  carried  on 
entirely  by  the  natives. 

OPIUM. 

The  opium-producing  poppy  grows  to  perfection 
in  India,  and  the  English  Government  reaps  a 
large  annual  income  from  the  cultivation  and  manu- 
facture of  this  powerful  and  destructive  drug.  We 
have  fully  described  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy 
and  the  gathering  of  opium  in  "  The  Seven  Church- 
es of  Asia,"  pp.  279-81.  The  exportation  of  opium 
from  India  reaches  in  value  the  enormous  sum  of 
seventy-five  million  dollars,  of  which  the  Govern- 
ment receives  as  its  share  of  net  profit  not  far  from 
forty  million  dollars.  Nearly  one-half  of  all  the 
opium  exported  goes  to  China  and  the  Straits  Set- 
tlements. 

The  cultivation  of  the  poppy  and  the  manufac- 
I  ture  of  opium  by  the  English  Government  in  India, 
and  its  forcible  introduction  into  China,  against  the 
earnest  protests  and  strong  appeals  of  the  heathen 
Emperor,  forms  one  of  the  darkest  chapters  in  the 
history  of  that  so-called  Christian  nation.  It  is  on- 
ly another  illustration  of  what  the  greed  for  gold 
will  do.  We  referred  to  this  very  briefly  in  a  for- 
mer letter,  but  the  importance  of  the  subject  de- 
mands further  notice.  Another  consideration  also 
induces  us  to  give  this  matter  further  attention. 
The  use  of  opium  is  constantly  increasing  in  our 
own  nation,  and  this  increase  is  alarming  to  the 
highest  degree.  Every  neighborhood,  village,  town 
and  city  has  its  victims-  Bright  intellects  are 
destroyed,  and  thousands  are  daily  stupefied  with 
the  insidious  drug.  Even  professing  Christians  are 
victims  to  the  mind  and  soul-destroying  opium  habit. 
When  Warren  Hastings  became  the  first  Govern- 
or General  of  India,  in  1774,  the  opium-yielding 
poppy  was  grown  in  India  only  to  a  very  limited 
extent.  The  use  of  the  drug,  except  for  medicinal 
purposes,  was  forbidden  by  the  religion  as  well  as 
the  laws  of  the  country.  Some  of  the  rulers  even 
went  so  far  as  to  inflict  the  death  penalty  upon 
those  who  violated  the  law.  Enough  was  used, 
however,  against  creed  and  law,  to  enable  Hastings 
to  see  that  here  was  an  opportunity  to  fill  the  cof- 
fers of  the  government  with  gold.  He  had  no 
thought  of  the  ruin  and  degradation  that  would  re- 
sult. These  people  and  the  Chinese  were  only 
pagans.  Let  them  eat  and  smoke  the  drug,  and  de- 
stroy themselves.  It  would  bring  gold  into  the 
treasury,  and  gold  was  what  was  wanted. 

He  lost  no  time  in  furthering  his  project.  He 
stimulated  the  cultivation  of  the  poppy,  furnishing 
means  where  they  were  lacking  and  establishing 
factories,  so  that  the  drug  might  be  put  up  in  form 
for  popular  use.  He  established  agencies  for  its 
sale,  receiving  large  fees  for  licenses  and  in  a  few 
years  quite  a  revenue  accrued  to  the  government. 
He  nent  two  ship-loads  of  opium  to  China  and  this. 


was  given  away  to  the  people,  and  they  thus  ac- 
quired a  taste  for  the  drug  which  has  been  such  a 
great  curse  to  that  country.  The  next  year  he  sent 
two  more  ship-loads  and  this  was  sold  at  a  low 
price.  After  this,  the  price  was  gradually  in- 
creased. The  appetite  for  opium  was  thus  created 
among  the  Chinese  and  then  they  were  willing  to 
pay  a  high  price  for  it.  Results,  the  destruction  of 
the  moral  and  mental  powers  of  the  Chinese  who 
used  the  drug,  and  more  gold  for  the  English  Gov- 


ent  stipu- 
n  poppies' 


eminent. 

When  Hastings  resigned  in  1785  and  returned  to 
England,  he  was  arraigned  before  Parliament  for 
crimes,  the  opium  traffic  being  one  of  the  accusa- 
tions. He  defended  himself  and  claimed  great 
credit  for  establishing  this  source  of  revenue. 
Later,  the  British  Government  assumed  the  entire 
control  of  India,  and  has  pursued  the  same  plan 
adopted  by  Hastings  in  the  production,  manufac- 
ture, and  sale  of  opium.  The  govern 
lates  the  number  of  acres  to  be  planted 
each  year.  If  there  is  a  surplus  of  opium  one  year, 
the  amount  produced  the  next  is  reduced.  In  this 
way  the  price  of  the  drug  is  kept  up. 

The  valley  of  the  Ganges,  around  about  Benares 
and  Patna,  is  the  principal  opium-producing  dis- 
trict in  India.  At  Patna,  there  is  a  large  factory 
where  three  thousand  persons  are  employed  in  pre- 
paring the  drug  for  use.  "Two  hundred  British 
soldiers  keep  constant  guard,  and  the  flag  of  Great 
Britain,  that  flag  which,  the  British  boast,  has 
1  braved  the  battle  and  the  breeze  for  a  thousand 
years,'  floats  over  the  establishment,  and  the  manu- 
factured article,  which  is  turned  out  in  the  form  of 
balls,  has  stamped  upon  each  ball,  the  initials  of 
the  Q  teen  of  England  and  Empress  of  India." 

From  an  authority  on  this  subject*  we  learn  that 
under  the  Bengal  system  the  farmers  enter  into  an 
agreement  to  sow  a  certain  number  of  acres  of  land 
with  poppy.  No  one  is  compelled  to  do  this,  but 
the  government  always  finds  plenty  of  willing  cul- 
tivators. An  advance  in  money  is  made  to  the 
farmer  before  he  sows  the  seed  and  settlement,  in 
full,  is  made  when  he  delivers  the  opium  to  Gov- 
ernment Agencies.  He  is  compelled  to  deliver  all 
he  produces,  and  is  paid  at  a  fixed  price  according 
to  quality.  The  delivery  of  the  opium  begins  early 
in  April,  when  the  farmer  brings  all  he  has  raised 
to  the  local  government  agent,  who  weighs  and 
examines  it  and  settles  accounts.  It  is  then  taken 
to  the  factories  at  Patna  and  Ghazipur,  where  the 
final  process  of  preparing  the  drug  in  balls  for  the 
Chinese  market  is  conducted.  This  takes  until  the 
end  of  July,  but  the  balls  are  not  dry  enough  to  be 
packed  in  chests  until  October. 

Up  to  1774,  when  Hastings  became  Governor 
General  of  India,  but  a  few  chests  of  opium  were 
sent  to  China  each  year.  The  small  quantity 
brought  into  the  Empire  from  India  was  used  for 
medicinal  purposes.  Two  years  after  Hastings 
took  the  matter  in  hand,  one  thousand  chests  of 
the  drug  were  sent  to  China,  and  in  1790  nearly 
5,000  chests  were  required  to  supply  the  demand. 
This  meant  that  the  Chinese  had  acquired  such  a 
taste  for  opium  that  it  required  67,000  pounds  an- 
nually to  satisfy  the  demand.  And  this  has  gone 
on  until  now  the  British  Government  sends  to  Chi- 
na annually  thirteen  and  a  half  million  pounds  of 
the  drug.  Persia  and  Turkey  also  add  to  this  im- 
mense amount,  while  the  thirst  for  the  drug  has  be- 
come so  great  among  them  that  the  Ch: 
vate  the  poppy  and  produce  thirty  millio 
opium,  all  of  which  is  consumed  in  tl 
kingdom.  All  this  is  the  result  of  the  British  in 
troducing  and  afterwards  forcing  opium  upon  thi 
Chinese  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  detail 
of  this  outrage  will  form  the  subject  of 
letter. 

•Encyclopedia  Britannica,  Volt  12,  P.  740. 
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Ju'y  is, 


■HOME*  AND*  FAMILY* 


AT  EVENT1ME. 


'  JAME 


)  KLAISDKLL. 


<J1GHT,  my  soul,  be  still  and  sleep 
storms  are  raging  on  God's  deep 
I's  deep,  not  thine;  be  still  and  sic 
light,  my  soul,  be  still  and  sleep; 
's  hands  shall  still  the  tempest's  I 
's  bands,  not  thine;  be 


To-night,  my  soul,  be 

God's  love  is  strong  while  night  hou 

God's  love,  not  thine;  be  still  and  sleep. 

To-night,  my  soul,  be  still  and  sleep; 

God's  heaven  will  comfort  those  who  weep — 

God's  heaven,  and  thine;  be  still  and  sleep. 

-i'.  S.  Time: 

SHALL  WE  EDUCATE  THE  HOUSEKEEPER? 


BY  RATIK  UOUIKS. 


"  Home  is  the  habitatio 
tically  feminine  in  won 
Home  without  a  woman  it 
home,  and  home  is  what  s 


All  that  is  cha 
and    flourishes    there. 
,  for  woman  makes  the 


utile 


ed,  her  home  shows  it  every- 
where; if  she  is  immoral,  her  home  cannot  be  the 
abode  of  virtue;  if  she  is  coarse,  refinement  does 
not  dwell  where  she  resides;  if  she  is  cultured,  pure, 
and  refined,  these  qualities  will  describe  the  home 
of  which  she  is  the  keeper.  The  higher  the  degree 
of  her  culture,  her  purity,  and  her  refinement,  the 
more  will  these  qualities  characterize  the  home  of 
which  she  is  the  center. 

Every  housekeeper  may  not  be  a  wife  or  mother, 
but  every  wife  and  mother  should  be  a  good  house- 
keeper. How  much  higher  is  the  standard  of  that 
home  where  the  mother  has  a  good  education! 
Her  course  of  study  has  given  her  a  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  physiology,  including  the  develop- 
ment of  the  body;  a  practical  knowledge  of  hy- 
giene, including  food,  baths,  cleanliness,  dress,  ven- 
tilation, judicious  exercise,  and  how  to  care  for  the 
sick;  a  knowledge  of  chemistry,  which  includes  the 
chemistry  of  food;  a  knowledge  of  psychology,  giv- 
ing her  an  interest  in  the  development  of  the  mind 
and  formation  of  habits— child  culture.  A  knowl- 
edge of  mathematics  and  business  principles  im- 
plies economy  and  the  best  calculations.  An  ad- 
ditional knowledge  of  other  "  isms  "  and  "  ologies  " 
is  by  no  means  to  be  despised. 

The  advantages  which  such  a  woman  has  over 
her  uneducated  sisters  cannot  be  enumerated. 
She  has  so  much  more  satisfaction  in  living,  both 
for  herself  and  for  those  around  her.  Happy  is 
the  mother  who  has  the  assurance  within  her  that 
she  is  capable  of  leading  her  sons  and  daughters  in 
their  studies  and  occupations  until  they  reach  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  proud  are  the  children 


oft 


nothe 


There  seems  to  be  a  somewhat  prevalent  opinion 
that  a  college  education  fits  a  woman  for  almost 
any  position  she  may  wish  to  occupy  but  that  of 
wife  and  mother.  She  may,  with  propriety,  be  a 
teacher,  or  perhaps  a  physician;  but  if  she  uses  the 
same  qualities  that  so  well  adapt  her  to  be  the 
guardian  of  the  minds  and  health  of  the  children  of 
others,  in  rearing  her  own  children,  her  education 
is  deemed  as  lost  or  worthless, 

The  same  opinion  exists  also  in  regard  to  girls 
who,  although  not  college-bred,  have  received  the 
advantages  of  a  so-called  liberal  education.  Public 
opinion  finds  expression  in  such  phrases  as,  "  How 
much  better  off  is  she  than  '  such-a-one,'  who  nev- 
er had  any  education ?  "  "She'd  better  have  done 
something  with  her  education  before  she  settled 

The  self  that  a  woman  takes  with  her  in  her  mar- 
riage is  her  real  dower.  If  her  property  can  be 
reckoned  in  figures  only,  no  matter  how  many  they 
may  be,  her  home  will  be  a  failure,  and  the  mem- 
bers who  frequent  it  impoverished.  But  if  she 
possesses  industry,  intelligence,  and  self-denial,  she 
will  prove  herself  a  treasure. 

The  place  above  all  others  where  an  educated 
Christian   woman   is  needed,  is  in   the   home,   es- 


pecially the  home  of  those  in  moderate  circumstan- 
ces, where  the  mother,  with  little  outside  help, 
does  her  own  work,  and  superintends  her  family. 
It  may  look  to  others  as  if  her  time  and  money  had 
been  wasted,  and  her  education  were  useless,  but 
she,  herself,  feels  the  advantage.  It  is  probable 
that  see  did  not  have  a  special  training  for  these 
duties,  but  her  habits  of  systematic  study,  her  in- 
terest in  the  advancement  of  the  race,  and  her  de- 
sire to  do  whatever  she  does  with  an  enlightened 
conscience,  led  her  to  adopt  the  best  methods  in 
her  housekeeping. 

When  we  think  that  perhaps  nineteen-twentieths 
of  the  happiness  we  will  ever  know  we  get  at  home, 
the  influence  of  an  educated,  Christian  woman  in 
the  home  can  hardly  be  estimated. 

If  the  place  be  worthy  of  the  sacred  name  of 
home,  as  wife,  mother,  or  sister,  daughter,  she 
sways  the  sceptre  there.  Man  may  be  the  head, 
but  a  woman  ought  to  be  the  heart  of  the  family. 

"  The  plastic  clay  is  in  her  hands.  She  sits  at 
the  potter's  wheel;  and  if  vessels  are  moulded  into 
:ss  for  the  Master's  use,  a  sanctified  hand  must 
preside  at  the  wheel,  where  character  and  destiny 
take  shape."  In  this,— the  highest  of  all  educa- 
tion,— woman  is  God's  ordained  leader.  Then  pre- 
pare her  for  the  highest  responsibilities! 


DON'T  BE  TOO  TENDER. 


BY  RACHEL  WEIMER. 

Don't  be  too  swift  to  take  offense.  Many  times 
the  shot  is  not  aimed  at  you.  Don't  cry  before 
you  are  hit,  but  if  your  feelings  are  hurt  bear  it  in 
silence.  Don't  tell  it;  don't  parade  it  before  others; 
suffer  in  silence  and  wait  God's  time  to  right  the 
matter.  Learn  to  suffer  for  Christ's  sake.  You 
can  get  the  victory  over  the  devil,  by  not  telling 
about  your  injured  feelings.  He  likes  you  to  speak 
of  it  often.  It  adds  fuel  to  the  fire.  "  For  Christ's 
sake  "  lightens  many  burdens  and  makes  it  much 
easier  to  suffer.  Paul's  feelings  were  sorely  hurt 
when  beaten  with  many  stripes,  yet  he  suffered  pa- 
tiently. Peter  and  John  were  sorely  hurt  when 
they  were  unjustly  imprisoned  for  preaching  the 
Gospel,  yet  they  rejoiced  that  they  were  counted 
worthy  to  suffer  for  his  name's  sake.  Stephen's 
feelings  were  hurt  when  he  was  stoned,  yet  he 
prayed,  "  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge." 
And  one  greater  than  all  was  humiliated  in  a  mock 
trial  and  crucifixion  between  two  thieves,  and  yet 
he  prayed,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know 
not  what  they  do."  Be  Christ-like  and  pray  that 
the  offenses  against  you  may  not  be  laid  to  their 
charge.     Learn  to  suffer  a  little  for  Christ's  sake. 

Under  no  circumstances  allow  your  injured  feel- 
ings to  provoke  you  into  saying  hard  things  or 
bearing  resentful  feelings,  or  in  neglecting  a  known 
duty  to  preacher,  church,  or  Sunday  school.  Let 
us  always  try  to  keep  our  feelings  inside  and  as  far 
away  from  that  little  unruly  tongue,  or  they  will 
get  out.  Let  us  ever  try  to  be  patient  and  kind  to 
all— high  or  low,  rich  or  poor— for  so  was  Christ 
our  Blessed  Master. 


YOUNd  AT  NINETY-NINE. 

While  on  a  visit  to  Mt.  Morris,  last  May,  ].  S. 
Coffman,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Herald  of  Truth, 
called  on  Aunt  "  Katy  "  and  has  this  to  say  con- 
cerning the  aged  lady: 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  May  it  was  a  great  pleas- 
ure to  spend  several  hours  in  the  company  of  our 
aged  Sister  Catherine  (Funk)  Rice-"  Aunt  Katy" 
—as  all  her  acquaintances  familiarly  call  her. 
This  visit  was  especially  interesting  on  account  of 
our  sister's  great  age,  and  it  is  here  noticed  in  or- 
der to  present  some  circumstances  from  which 
younger  persons  may  learn  useful  lessons.  She 
lacks  only  a  few  weeks  of  completing  her  ninety- 
ninth  year.  The  once  erect  body  stands  somewhat 
bowed,  the  feet  refuse  to  move  so  quickly  as  they 
were  wont  to  do  forty  years  ago,  a  stronger  arm  is 
needed  to  clasp  hers  to  steady  her  when  walking. 


more 


the  once  plump  and  rosy  face  is  deeply  furro 
the  well-set  head  of  hair  is  snowy  white,  but  in 
face  of  all  these  facts  she  is  still  youno-      Lr. 
....  ,    .        ,         •  s'     ner  eve. 

sight  is  quite  good,  her  hearing  excellent,  and  h 
memory  remarkable.  But  somethiri 
than  these,  proves  her  youthfulness — her  heart 
young  and  cheerful  as  a  girl  of  twenty.  She  enjoyl 
the  company  of  visitors,  chatting  and  laughing  in 
manner  that  appears  almost  gay. 

Her  memory  serves  her  so  well  that  she  can  ten 
not  only  of  things  that  occurred  ninety  and  fift 
years  ago,  but  only  a  few  years  in  the  past,  eveJ 
but  yesterday.  We  had  met  only  once  before  ' 
or  seven  years  ago;  after  a  little  reflection  she  told 
the  time  and  place  along  with  some  incidents  th 
transpired  on  the  same  occasion.  After  takin 
leave  of  her  it  was  but  natural  to  begin  reasonin 
as  to  the  cause  for  such  an  unusually  long  life 
We  conclude  first  that  it  was  the  special  blessing 
and  favor  of  God  in  whose  hands  are  the  issues  of 
life  and  death.  But  to  receive  these  favors  it  \yas 
necessary  for  her  to  put  her  life  into  a  position  that 
God's  blessings  could  be  applied.  Two  of  the 
most  striking  traits  in  her  disposition  are  her  im. 
plicit  trust  in  God  and  her  cheerfulness.  She  has 
had  her  share  of  troubles  in  life,  but  she  does  not 
complain  of  them.  Long  ago  she  might  have  fret- 
ted herself  into  the  grave,  but  she  sent  trouble 
away  on  the  breezes  and  the  purified  air  of  heaven- 
ly peace  played  through  the  windows  of  her  soul, 
She  tells  with  almost  youthful  glee  of  the  time  she 
accepted  Jesus  as  her  Savior,  and  of  the  sweet 
peace  he  then  gave  her  soul,  and  his  abiding  com- 
fort ever  since.  She  quotes  correctly  many  Scrip- 
tures that  unfold  the  blessed  promises  of  God,  and 
says,  "  These  promises  are  for  me;  what  God  has 
here  promised  for  the  soul  that  believes  he  has 
done  for  me;  I  not  only  hope  sometime  to  enjoy  the 
blessings  promised,  but  I  enjoy  them  already;  0 
the  Lord  has  always  been  so  good."  When  a 
young  relative  inquired  of  her  why  it  was  that  she 
lived  to  be  so  old,  she  asked,  "Do  you  read?" 
"  Why,  yes,  certainly  I  read,"  was  the  answer 
"  Well,  what  do  you  read?  Do  you  read  your  Bi- 
ble?" "Yes."  "  Have  you  then  forgotten  what 
is  the  Lord's  first  commandment  with  promise?" 
God  said,  "  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother;  that 
it  may  be  well  with  thee,  and  thou  mayest  live 
long  on  the  earth." 


THE  SIN  OF  WORRYING. 

This  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  sins.    It  also  is 

le  of  the  most  reprehensible.  Many  to  whom 
gross  temptations  present  no  attractions  yield  to 
this  one  almost  without  a  struggle.  It  is  wholly 
unreasonable  and,  when  allowed  to  become  a  hab- 
it, is  full  of  torment.  It  spoils  one's  own  peace, 
and  renders  one  a  source  of  continual  distress  and 
annoyance  to  others. 

Worryitrg  is  fretting  because  matters  have  gone 
wrong  or  are  supposed  to  be  destined  to  go  wrong. 
If  the  former  be  true,  worrying  does  no  good, 
even  when  we  are  conscious  of  having  been  in 
fault.  Go  to  work  bravely  and  remedy  what  is 
amiss,  so  far  as  possible,  and  what  cannot  be  rem- 
edied bear  with  Christian  patience  and  courage. 
If  the  latter  be  true,  do  not  assume  that  the  threat- 
ening evil  must  befall,  but  do  your  best  to  prevent 
or  lessen  it,  and  remember  that  God  allows  evil  as 
well  as  good  to  happen,  that  seeming  evil  often 
results  in  blessing,  and  that,  should  the  worst 
come,  probably  in  time  you  will  find  reason  to 
thank  God  for  it. 

'o  one  has  any  right  to  throw  the  doubt  upon 
the  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness  which  worrying 

■olves.  No  one  may  rightly  depress  and  dis- 
courage others  thus.  Worrying  is  distrusting  God. 
It  is  refusing  to  believe  that  his  promises  are  true, 
and  that  his  power  is  invincible.  It  is  peculiarly 
dangerous  and  disheartening  because  it  finds  such 
a  field  in  the  realm  of  little  things.  It  promotes 
peevishness,  suspicion,  and  needless  fault-finding. 
It  warps  one's  sense  of  moral  proportion,  making 
light  of  serious  things,  and  magnifying  molehill 
into  mountains, 


July  l8,  1896. 

"tT     Alness  is  as  truly  a  Christian  duty  as  truth- 

!   and  worrying   undermines  both.    Let    us 

'"•God  and  fear  not!     Cultivate  hopefulness, 

"US  h    worries  of  life  will  take  on  a  less  formida- 

11  vanish  altogether.— Congregation- 
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and  acnd  It  unto  the  churche: 


the   afternoo 


clock.  We  held  our 
We  had  a  very  short 
a  profitable 


at  f 
first  meeting  this  afterr 
time  to  prepare  the  subject,  but  it 
and  edifying  meeting.  We  felt  that 
lost  much  by  not  holding  such  meetings  before 
this  time.  The  subject  for  the  next  meeting  is 
"  Prayer."  We  listened  to-day  to  a  very  instructive 
sermon  by  Bro.  David  Bowman.  Subject,  "  Feed 
the  flock."  Bertha  Kring. 

St.  Martins,  Mo.,  July  5. 


An  Article  Wanted. 


Wf.  have  many  excellent  articles  in  the  Messen- 
■EB  which  are  not  only  instructive  but  are  food  for 
the  soul.  Yet  I  would  be  pleased  if  some  compe- 
tent brother  would  give  us  a  good  essay  on  the  sub- 
ject, "  Let  your  Light  Shine."  I  fear  that,  in  these 
days  of  speculation  and  anxiety  for  worldly  gain, 
many  fail  to  let  their  light  shine  in  the  right  direc- 
tion. Fifty  years  ag°  tlie  Bretnren  were  regarded 
as  not  only  strictly  honest,  but  just  what  they  pro- 
fessed to  be,— Christians  in  deed  and  truth,— by  al- 
most every  one  with  whom  they  came  in  contact. 
We  are  very  sorry  to  say  that  such  is  not  the  case 
now,  yet  we  feel  glad  that  some  still  have  the  true 
ring  which  does  not  give  out  an  uncertain  sound. 
A  few  years  since,  1  was  in  a  store  in  our  village, 
when  one  of  the  clerks  remarked,  speaking  of  one 
of  the  brethren,  "  I  tell  you,  Mr.  N.  is  a  mighty  nice 
man;  if  we  had  all  such  men  as  he  is,  earth  would 
almost  be  heaven."  I  was  rejoiced  that  my  broth- 
er's light  was  shining  and  hope  and  pray  that  many 
more  of  us  may  let  our  light  shine.    A.  J.  Kagey. 

Jackson,   Va.      _   

From  Qlade,  Pa. 


From  the  Wyandot  Church,  Ohio. 

We  held  our  feast  June  20.  Some  commu 
for  the  first  time.  Our  neighboring  churches  were 
well  represented.  Ministers  present  were  brethren 
L.  H.  Dickey,  S.  M.  Loose,  S.  A.  Walker,  Joseph 
Robertson,  S.  Garber,  and  G.  A.  Snider.  The 
church  decided  to  hold  a  choice  for  a  minister. 
The  lot  fell  on  our  .young  brother,  Sylvester  Heis- 
tand.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  workers  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord.  They  were  duly  installed  by 
brother  Dickey.  Sixty  members  communed  at  the 
feast.  Bro.  Dickey  officiated.  There  was  a  large 
attendance  of  those  outside  of  the  fold,  some  of 
hom  had  come  twenty  miles  to  the  meeting. 
Sunday  morning  we  had  children's  meeting. 
:n  and  some  of  the  sisters  made  very  ap- 
marks.  Bro.  Snider  preached  for  us  on 
Sunday  evening.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday 
ichool  with  good  attendance.  Alvertv  Buxton. 
Upper  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

Wayside  (Meanings. 


The  brethr 
priate  1 


A  series  of  meetings  by  the  home  ministers  be- 
ne II,  and  continued  until  June  18.  June 
the  council-meeting  preceding  the  feast 
,ve<4  received  by  baptism  here,  and  three 
at  adjacent  points,  so  there  is  reason  for  rejoicing. 
Eld.  C.  G.  Lint  officiated  at  the  feast  which  oc- 
curred June  20.  Four  hundred  and  eight  corn- 
ed. The  order  was  commendable,  when  we 
consider  the  great  number  who  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted for  want  of  room.  The  writer  was  too  sick 
to  stay  the  entire  time  of  council.  I  have  a  bodi- 
ly infirmity  which  disqualifies  me  from  active  work 
in  the  ministry.  Those  congregations  from  which 
1  have  received  calls  with  reference  to  locating 
among  them,  will  please  accept  this  as  a  reply. 
My  trouble  began  shortly  after  the  "  request "  in 
No.  8.  I  ask  the  prayers  of  the  church  in  my  be- 
half, Geo.  W.  Lowry. 

From  Cando,  North  Dakota. 

Wife  and  I  left  our  home  in  the  Berrien  church, 
Mich.,  June  23,  to  visit  the  Cando  church,  North 
Dakota.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Sun- 
day school.  They  use  the  Brethren's  literature. 
The  attendance  was  so  large  that  one-third  of  the 
People  had  to  stay  outdoors,  for  want  of  room  in 
the  schoolhouse.  We  had  preaching  after  Sunday 
school.  At  3  P.  M.  the  Brethren  met  for  preach- 
ing at  another  schoolhouse,  five  miles  away.  Over 
one  hundred  people  were  present.  The  zeal  of  the 
brethren  and  sisters  is  commendable.  They  are 
talking  of  building  a  churchhouse  this  summer. 
E.  A.  Beckwith. 

June  28. 

From  the  Prairie  View  Church,  Mo. 

July  4  was  our  church  council.  As  we  have 
changed  the  time  of  holding  our  council-meetings, 
*  was  held  one  month  earlier  than  usual.  A  se- 
ries of  meetings  will  begin  at  the  Prairie  View 
church  Aug.  14.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Aug. 
28-  Eld.  David  Bowman  will  conduct  the  meet- 
lngs.  We  organized  a  young  people's  meeting,  to 
""«  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each  month, 


June  27,  wife  and  I  attended  the  quarterly  coun- 
cil of  the  Romine  church,  Marion  Co.,  111.  The  at- 
tendance was  not  large,  but  the  good  spirit  seemed 
to  prevail.  Letters  were  granted  to  two  members 
that  had  moved  away.  They  appointed  their  Com- 
munion meeting  for  Sept.  26.  All  those  who  pro- 
pose attending  the  meeting  will  please  remember 
that  the  members  of  the  Romine  church  are  given 
to  hospitality.  Last  October  Bro.  S.  S.  Foutz  was 
elected  to  the  ministry,  but  preferred  to  have  his 
installation  deferred,  but  at  this  council,  he,  with 
his  wife,  was  duly  installed  into  office.  This  will 
be  quite  a  help  to  their  other  minister,  Bro.  Daniel 
Ulery.  This  church  was  the  foimer  home  of  the 
late  Eld.  Daniel  Neher,  and  under  his  care.  Since 
then,  it  has  been  presided  over  by  elders  David 
Eby,  John  Harshbarger,  Menno  Stouffer,  J.  E. 
Frederick,  and  last  and  least  I  am  trying  to  do  for 
them  what  the  Lord  enables  me. 

Granville  Nevinger. 


Weaver  for  minister.     For  deacons  the  lot  fell  on 
brethren  John  Hagley  and  Chancey  Replogle. 

Under  the  practical  ruling  of  our  elder,  Bro.  I. 
D.  Parker,  and  the  untiring  efforts  of  brother  and 
sister  Roose,  it  is  evident  that  a  new  era  has 
dawned  upon  the  Berrien  church,  as  she  seems  to 
be  passing  through  the  storms  that  have  been  beat- 
ing down  upon  her  for  the  last  few  years.  For  this 
reviving  of  the  work  we  feel  to  thank  God  and 
take  courage. 

Sister  Roose  also  superintends  our  Sunday 
school,  which  is  an  honor  to  the  Brotherhood.  We 
use  the  Brethren's  literature,  and  the  Bible  lesson 
pictures  for  the  infant  class;  also  the  blackboard. 
These  helps  are  admired  by  all. 

Geo.  E.  Weaver. 

Buchanan,  Mich. 

From  Laurens,  Iowa. 

Bro.  Will  Lichty,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  came  to 
us  and  held  a  series  of  meetings,  commencing  June 
17  and  closing  June  28.  Bro.  Lichty  wielded  the 
Gospel  sword  with  power.  He  labored  faithfully 
while  with  us.  Three  precious  souls  united  with 
the  church.  Others  are  almost  persuaded.  The 
weather  was  good,  and  the  audience  grew  larger,  as 
the  meetings  progressed,  until  there  was  hardly 
standing  room. 

Our  elder,  Bro.  Jacob  Haughtelin,  came  to  us 
June  25,  and  next  day  we  held  our  council.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  June  27  and  28,  in  Bro.  David 
Fox's  new  barn.  It  wai  well-filled  on  Saturday 
night  and  Sunday.  Thirty-five  members  com- 
muned. There  were  four  ministers  present,— breth- 
ren Jacob  Haughtelin,  John  Early,  Will  Lichty  and 
Alfred  Reeves.  The  church  decided  to-  elect  one 
deacon  and  one  minister.  The  choice  for  dea- 
con fell  on  Bro.  David  Fox.  The  writer  was  chos- 
en to  the  ministry.  P.  J.  Sutter. 

June.  10.  . 


From  Greene,  Iowa. 


The  members  met  in  quarterly  council  July  2. 
Much  business  came  before  the  meeting.  We  de- 
cided to  hold  our  fall  love  feast  Oct.  17.  Brethren 
J.  B.  Shank  and  Joseph  Burkholder  were  chosen  as 
delegates  to  the  District  Meeting.  July  4,  we  had 
a  missionary  meeting  in  the  forenoon  and  a  chil- 
dren's meeting  in  the  afternoon.  The  missionary 
meeting  was  conducted  by  Bro.  Harvey  Eikenber- 
ry.  A  collection  of  S12  74  was  taken  up  for  the 
General  Missionary  fund.  The  children's  meeting 
was  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  B.  Shauk.  Surely  this  is 
a  grand  and  noble  way  to  spend  the  Fourth.  Many 
expressed  themselves  that  it  was  the  happiest 
Fourth  they  ever  spent.  We  have  a  very  interest- 
ing Sunday  school.  Bro.  J.  D.  Shook  is  our  Super- 
intendent. A.  Gertrude  Eikenberry. 

July  6.  , 

From  the  Berrien  Church,  Mich. 

The  members  of  this  church  held  their  Commun- 
ion June  20.  It  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  ev- 
er held  here.  The  ministers  from  abroad  were 
brethren  D.  P.  Miller  and  I.  D.  Parker.  The  latter 
officiated.  The  preaching  was  good,  as  our  breth- 
ren presented  a  number  of  new  arguments  in  favor 
of- the  ordinances  of  God's  house.  We  also  held  a 
choice  for  one  minister  and  two  deacons.  The 
choice   resulted   in  the   selection  of  Bro,  William 


From  the  Mt.  Hope  Church,  Oklahoma  Territory. 

This  church  met  in  special  council.  Our  elder, 
M.  M.  Ennis,  having  some  important  work,  by  re- 
quest elders  Jacob  Appleman  and  A.  W.  Austin 
came  to  his  assistance.  They  were  accompanied 
by  their  wives.  Bro.  J.  O.  Brubaker  was  ordained 
to  the  eldership,  and  Jacob  Holderman  and  F.  B. 
Landis  were  chosen  to  the  ministry.  The  brethren 
gave  us  much  good  council  while  with  us,  and  the 
meetings  throughout  were  characterized  by  the 
Spirit  of  Christ. 

Our  quarterly  council  was  held  June  27.  Eld.  J. 
O.  Brubaker  had  charge  of  the  meeting.  Our  ever- 
green Sunday  school  (under  the  superintendency  of 
sister  Rosie  Decker)  was  reorganized,  with  Bro.  E. 
L.  Brubaker,  Superintendent.  This  school  uses 
the  Brethren's  literature.  It  was  decided  to  have 
a  love  feast  Oct.  17.  A  series  of  meetings,  by  Eld. 
I  H.  Crist,  is  to  be  held  previously.  All  of  like 
precious  faith  are  invited  to  be  with  us.  A  build- 
ing and  soliciting  committee  was  appointed  to  plan 
and  solicit  funds  to  build  a  new  house  of  worship. 
Brethren  Geo.  W.  Landis,  E.  L.  Brubaker,  and  F. 
B   Landis  are  this  Committee. 

The  church  decided  to  represent  at  District 
Meeting  by  delegate.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  F.  B. 
Landis.  June  28  one  more  precious  soul  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side  and  was  baptized. 

J,  A.  Landis. 

Acton,  Logan  Co.,  Okla.  Ter. 

Work  Among  the  Prisoners. 

The  account  of  Bro.  C.  C.  Root  visiting  the  State 
Prison  and  baptizing  convicts  is  especially  interest- 
ing. Some  churches  would  rather  pay  largely  to 
send  a  missionary  twice  around  the  globe  after  the 
heathen,  than  take  one  such  into  their  own  com- 
munion at  home. 

This  I  say  knowingly,  having  had  experience  of 
that  kind  come  under  my  own  observation.  Once 
upon  a  time,  long  years  ago,  a  pious  old  black  man 
made  application  to  enter  the  church  at  a  certain 
place.    His   skin  was    not    the    tight    color.    He 


46o 


THE    GOSPEL    I^ESSEISTG-EE.- 


could  not  enter  the  communion.  The  old  black 
man  became  a  Winebrennarian  member,  and  lived 
and  died  as  near  the  church  of  his  choice  as  he 
could  get. 

Now  there  are  two  church  buildings  and  two 
church  communions  where  only  one  ought  to  be. 

Bro.  Root  writes  of  eight  persons,  wearing  stripes, 
■that  are  now  enrolled  among  our  membership.  I, 
for  one,  feel  to  thank  God  and  take  courage. 
Those  eight  would  have  cost  us  a  good  many  dol- 
lars in  China,  or  Japan,  or  India.  Here  they  are  at 
our  doors  and  come  cheaper.  We  would  suggest 
there  are  several  more  state  prisons  that  might  he 
interviewed.  All  honor  to  the  correct  and  sensible 
course  of  Bro.  C.  C.  Root,  who,  by  invading  the 
neglected  corners  of  our  own  land,  and  bringing 
salvation  to  the  condemned  and  hopeless,  is  adding 
stars  to  his  crown,  and  bringing  a  glory  of  honor 
and  sensible  service  to  our  own  Brotherhood. 

J.  L.  Switzer. 

Altamont,  Kans. 


From  Oakwood,   Ohio. 


The  Brethren  of  the  Blanchard  church  met  in 
council  June  27,  at  the  Auglaize  Chapel,  near  Du- 
pont,  Ohio.  With  Kid.  .Samuel  Driver  as  Mod- 
erator, all  business  before  the  council  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  after  which  the 
church  proceeded  to  hold  an  election  for  one  min- 
ister and  three  deacons.  The  lot  for  speaker  fell 
on  the  writer.  The  deacons  chosen  were  breth- 
ren J.  M.  Carnahan,  Frank  Hire  and  Reuben 
Piltcher.  Before  installing  the  officers,  Bro.  Dan- 
iel Prowant  was  advanced  to  the  full  ministry, 
after  which  all  of  the  officers  were  duly  installed. 
It  seemed  as  if  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  with  us, 
as  no  discordant  word  was  uttered  and  all  seemed 
to  think  it  was  good  to  be  there.  Since  my  last 
report  to  the  Messenger,  three  have  been  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism.  Eld.  Driver  was  as- 
sisted in  the  work  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Witmore,  of 
Longley,  Ohio,  who  stayed  and  preached  for  us 
on  Saturday  evening  and  also  on  the  Sunday  fol- 
lowing. Harrv  Fuller. 
July  6.                               _ 

From  South  Bend,  Ind. 

We  have  now  had  more  than  seven  months'  ex- 
perience in  the  Portage  Prairie  church,  the  terri- 
tory of  which  enters  the  City  of  South  Bend,  Ind. 
Our  fellowship  with  the  church,  in  which  we  are 
located,  and  the  surrounding  churches,  has  been 
to  us  pleasant  and  beneficial.  The  Portage  church 
contains  a  membership  of  about  fifty.  It  was 
once  a  flourishing  church,  and  blessed  with  ample 
ministerial  help.  It  was  then  under  the  super- 
vision of  Eld.  Jacob  Miller,  an  earnest  worker,  and 
a  minister  of  prominence  in  our  Fraternity.  He 
has  long  since  fallen  asleep.  His  brother,  James 
Miller,  succeeded  him  to  the  eldership,  but  has 
also  passed  away.  It  was  once  under  the  care  of 
David  Miller,  also,  but  he,  too,  is  numbered  with 
the  dead.  Bro.  Thurston  Miller,  an  elder,  now 
residing  in  the  La  Porte  church,  for  a  number  of 
years  held  his  membership  here.  Bro.  Amsey 
Puterbaugh  had  charge  of  the  church  for  two  or 
three  years,  but  finally  it  was  left  without  a  resi- 
dent minister. 

We  found  the  church  under  the  care  of  Eld. 
Daniel  Whitmer,  whose  distance  from  the  church, 
and  numerous  church  dut  es,  rendered  it  impossible 
for  him  to  afford  the  Portage  church  the  care  and 
attention  required.  Hence  the  writer  is  now  lo- 
cated here,— it  is  to  be  hoped,  according  to  the 
design  of  God's  providence  and  the  sanction  of 
the  church.  In  conformity  with  the  foregoing,  I 
have  assumed  the  obligations  and  responsibilities 
associated  with  an  elder's  life.  Most  of  our  dea- 
cons, once  active  in  their  respective  lines  of  church 
work,  are  now  enfeebled  by  the  infirmities  of  age, 
and  consequently  have  passed  beyond  their  period 
of  active  service.  A  few  months  ago  we  elected 
two  younger  deacons  who  are  ardent  in  the  pur- 
suit of  their  official  duties.     We  have  two  church- 


houses  in  this  congregation  and  the  meetings  are 
regularly  conducted  at  the  respective  places. 

There  is  a  lively  -Sunday  school  in  operation  in 
our  churchhouse,  situated  six  miles  west  of  the 
city.  A  sister  of  influence  and  tact  in  Sunday 
school  work,  who  had  been  employed  in  that  kind 
of  work  prior  to  our  organization  here,  has  recent- 
ly become  a  member  of  our  church.  She  is  now 
successfully  superintending  the  Sunday  school. 

We  have  been  kindly  remembered  by  ministers 
and  members  of  adjoining  churches  whose  presence 
and  assistance  is  ever  highly  appreciated  by  all. 
June  13  we  held  our  first  Communion  meeting  at 
the  South  Portage  Prairie  house.  The  attendance 
and  interest  were  excellent.  We  hope  that  the 
Lord  may  revive  us  again.  May  renewed  energy 
be  developed  in  these  once  flourishing  precincts, 
and  the  vital  growth  and  active  service  of  the 
church  lend  attraction  to  wandering  souls. 

Geo.  D.  Zolleks. 

South  Bend,  Ind. 


From  the  Des  Moines  Valley  Church,  Iowa. 

At  our  late  council  some  important  business 
was  transacted,  pertaining  to  the  Des  Moines  City 
part  of  our  church.  Our  "  Fourth  of  July  "  feast 
was  a  grand  success,  for  it  removed  the  tempta- 
tion from  some  young  brethren  and  sisters  to 
attend  the  "  worldly  celebrations  "  and  gave  them 
the  enjoyment  of  one  that  is  ennobling. 

We  also  enjoyed  the  presence  of  a  number  of 
spectators  of  the  more  refined  class,  who  paid  the 
strictest  attention,  so  much  so  that  several  re- 
marked that  it  was  the  most  orderly  feast  they 
ever  attended.  For  some  it  seems  impossible  to 
exercise  sufficient  manhood  to  derive  any  good 
whatever  from  a  love  feast  service.  They  only 
come  to  disturb.  On  this  occasion  such  persons 
had  a  place  better  suited  to  their  disposition,  and 
thus  did  not  disturb  our  meeting.  We  believe 
that  every  precaution  should  be  used  to  make  our 
3ve  feasts  as  profitable  as  possible  to  our  mem- 
iers,  as  they  are  intended  for  their  special  benefit. 

Further  enjoyment  was  added  by  the  presence 
f  brethren  and  sisters  from  adjoining  congre<ya- 
ions.  Ministers  present  were  S.  C.  Miller,  John 
Weber,  W.  W.  Folger,  Amos  Flory  and  A.  Haw- 
baker.     Bro.  H.  H.  Troup  was  with  us  on  Sunday 

orning.     One  young  sister  was  baptized  prior  to 

is  and  since  our    last   report   we   also   baptized 

'e,  making  six  in  all.  Samuel  Bowser. 

Ankeny,  /owa,July  6. 


Boy  Lost! 

Calvin  Shisler,  aged  Nineteen,  of  Wayne  Township, 
Wanders  Away.— Cannot  be  Found. 

Sunday,  June  7,  Calvin,  son  of  Samuel  Shisler, 
who  resides  four  miles  and  a  half  northwest  of 
Smithville,  left  home  and  cannot  be  found. 

He  is  about  nineteen  years  old,  five  feet  and  four 
inches  tall,  has  dark  hair  and  smooth  face.  He 
wears  a  long  overshirt  and  heavy  boots  and  a 
straw  hat. 

The  boy  is  strong  in  mind  and  body  and  has  an 
annoying  defect  in  his  speech. 

Any  one  knowing  of  his  whereabouts  will  receive 
a  reward  of  fifty  dollars,  if  such  information  is  sent 
by  telegram  to  the  undersigned. 

c    :i    ■„     ,„  Samuel  Shisler. 

Smithville,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio. 


From  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 

July  3  we  made  a  visit  to  the  Cherry  Grove 
church,  Garrett  Co.,  Md.,  to  meet  the  adjoining 
elders  in  council  with  the  above-named  church,  to 
assist  them  in  some  church  work.  The  council 
had  been  arranged  for  July  4,  but  as  there  was  a 
funeral  on  the  same  day,  and  a  large  number  of 
the  members  were  relatives  of  the  deceased,  the 
council  was  deferred  until  evening.  We  had  preach- 
ing on  the  evening  of  the  3rd.  Next  morning  we 
accompanied  Bro.  David  Merril  to  the  house  of 
mourning,  where  we  tried  to  preach  to  the  large 


"essity  of  pre. 


ring 

general 


rule 


crowd  that  had  gathered,  on  the  ne 
paring  to  meet  God.  In  the  evening  we  m 
goodly  number  of  brethren  and  sisters  in  coun  1 
We  had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Bro.  Beechley  "^ 
I  tried  to  show  them  the  importance  of  lab0 
in  harmony  with  the  principl 
Brotherhood.  We  also  met  with  the  officiaL 
promised  to  make  a  strong  effort  to  bring  Jb"" 
the  reformation  and  to  heed  the  apostolic  inst 
Hon,  to  begin  the  work  in.  their  own  famili/ 
The  apostle,  speaking  of  the  qualifications  0f  * 
bishop,  says  he  should  be  "  one  that  ruleth  well  h 
own  house  ...  for  if  a  man  know  not  how  to 
his  own  house,  how  shall  he  take  care  of  the  ch 
of  God?"  1  Tim.  3:  4,  5-  He  says  of  deacons  also 
that  they  should  "  rule  their  children  and  their  own 
house  well."     I  Tim.  3:  12. 

In  our  experience  we  first  find  that  nearly  ai| 
the  troubles  in  the  disorderly  churches  commence 
by  the  neglect  or  the  indifference  of  the  officials 
Oh,  may  the  Holy  Spirit  awaken  us  all.  who  oc- 
cupy the  place  of  elders,  ministers  and  deacons, 
to  the  great  necessity  of  being  ensainples  to  the 
flock  in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit 
in  faith,  in  purity!     I  Tim.  4:  12. 

W.  A.  Gaukt. 
Elk  Lick,  Pa.,  July  6. 


From  the  West  Branch  Church,  III. 

June  20  and  21  occurred  our  love  feast.  A  num- 
ber were  present  from  adjoining  congregations, 
which  added  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  meeting. 
Bro.  Edmund  Forney  officiated.  On  Sunday  morn- 
ing we  had  a  children's  meeting.'  Bro.  Amiclc 
gave  the  children  and  all  a  very  interesting  talk 
about  the  "  Little  Things." 

On  the  evening  of  June  22  Bro.  J.  G.  Roye 
began  a  series  of  meetings  and  continued  until 
July  1,  when  he  was  taken  sick  and  had  to  stop. 
nan  then  continued  the  meetings  un- 
ight.  Saints  were  encouraged  and 
sinners  warned  to  flee  the  wrath  to  come.  Two- 
young  men  were  received  by  baptism  others 
felt  that  they,  too,  ought  to  give  their  hearts  to  thfc 
Lord,  but  put  it  off  for  a  more  convenient  time. 
-July  4  we  held  our  quarterly  council. 

Cleora  E.  Wallace. 


Va 
til   Sunday 


From  Baltimore,  Md. 


Is  it  possible  for  any  one  to  be  converted  to  the 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ  and  not  believe  in  city  or 
foreign  missions?  Let  some  of  those,  who  do  not 
believe  in  missions,  move  to  some  foreign  country 
or  city  where  they  have  not  the  church  privileges 
they  now  enjoy,  in  the  home  congregation,  and 
see  how  quick  they  will  change  their  mind.  "God 
works  in  mysterious  ways  his  wonders  to  perform." 

I  am  deeply  interested  in  missions,  and  long  to 
see  the  time  when  very  many  dear  brethren  and 
sisters  will  come  to  the  front  and  say,  "  Lord, 
here  am  I;  send  me;  send  me."  Would  to  God, 
many  more  were  like  our  dear  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, who  have  left  their  home  and  friends,  and 
gone  to  foreign  fields  to  work  for  the  Lord! 

We  are  greatly  rejoicing  over  the  progress  of  the 
work  in  Northwest  Baltimore.  We  give  God  all 
the  glory  and  praise.  The  instruments  in  his 
hands  here  are  doing  all  to  please,  honor  ai>d 
glorify  God.  Our  meetings  are  very  interesting 
and  profitable.  We  have  reasons  to  be  thankful 
to  God  for  his  loving-kindness.  We  were  pleased 
to  have  Bro.  McCann  with  us  (if  only  for  a  short 
time).  He  seemed  to  have  a  feast  of  good  things 
prepared  for  us,  for  we  were  richly  fed  with  the 
Bread  of  Life  while  he  was  here.  We  feel  the 
cause  here  was  greatly  strengthened  by  his  com- 
ing among  us.  c.  Tempie  Sauele. 

715  N-  Paysonjuly  6. 

From  the  Wood  River  Church,  Nebr. 

Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  came  to  us  and  began  a  se"« 
of  meetings  June  19,  and  closed  on  Sunday  eve"' 
ing,  July  5.     He  preached   every   evening  ex«P 
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and  twice  on  Sunday.    The  gatherings  were 

laree,  on  account  of  the  busy  season;  but 

ted  for  the  interest  of  those  who  attended. 

ft  precious  souls  confessed  Christ  and  were  re- 

j  by  baptism.     Others  were  made  to  express 

pelves   as   being   near  the   kingdom,   and   we 

ay  that  they  may  not  put  off  their  coming  long. 

P'lune  27  we  neld  a  very  eni°yaDle  feast-     Thirty- 

n    members    surrounded    the    Lord's    table,— 

lV      from  adjoining  congregations.     Visiting  min- 

,,rs  who  assisted  in  the  meeting  were,   brethren 

dig,  E.  S.  Rothrock, Clark  and  A.  W. 

Bi'o.  Kindig  officiated. 

ting  was  called  June  28,  at  3    P.  M„  to 

election  for  a  minister.    The   lot  fell  on 

C.  Snavely,  who  was  duly  installed.  .  May 

[he  Lord  bless   and   prepare   our  brother  for  his 

Smith  left  here    for   other   fields  of 

yet  gathered  into  the 


riders. 


hold  an 


service! 

labor.     May  many  souls 


fold  ■ 


■  prayer! 


E   M  Snavely. 


From  Worthlngton,  Mln 


to  weeks  ago  this  evening  a  very  destructive 

hail-storm    passed    over    this    section   of   country. 

storm  covered  an  area  of   about   three   miles 

idth  and  thirty  miles  in  length.  Some  lost 
their  entire  crop;  others  did  not  suffer  so  badly. 
A  number  had  their   crops   insured.    We   did   not 


have   ours    ins 

ired,    therefore   we   are   among   tb 

losers.    We  ha 

ve  been   made   to   realize,  long  er 

this,  that  all  w 

e  have  and  are  is  not  our  own.     W 

have  seen  so 

many    crops   fade   from    our   vision 

while  living   in 

Kansas,  that  we  have  almost  gotte 

used  to   it.     There   is   going   to   be  a  very   heav 

op  of  grain  in  this  section  of  country  and  the 
corn  looks  much  better  than  it  did  last  year  at 
time.  Hay  will  be  a  very  heavy  crop,  so  we 
do  not  think  there  is  any  danger  of  us  suffering, 
when  there  is  so  much  around  us. 

Lizzie  Hilary. 
July  9- 


otes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 


Antietam,  Pa.— Three  more  were  received  by 
japtism  at  our  regular  meeting  at  the  Welty  house 
yesterday.  May  the  waters  be  troubled  many 
times  more  before  the  year  closes. — G.  M.  New- 
omer,  Ringgold,  Md.,July  6. 

Shipshewana  Church,  Ind.— At  our  regular  ap- 
pointment for  preaching,  June  21,  one  brother  was 
lade  willing  to  accept  Christ  by  baptism.  We 
xpect  to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  29. 
Iro.  Isaiah  Rairigh  has  promised  to  be  with  us. — 
Ellen  Kauffman,  Emma,  Ind.,  July  7. 

Maple  Glen  Church,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.— The 
brethren  and  sisters  met  in  quarterly  council  on 
Saturday,  July  4.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meet- 
ing. All  business  was  transacted  in  a  Christian 
like  manner.  We  decided  to  have  our  lovt  feast 
Sept.  26.—/.  N.  Davis,  Tub,  Pa.,  July  6. 

Panora,  Iowa. — On  account  of  an  oversight  in 
your  correspondent,  the  report  of  our  very  good 
iove  feast  in  the  Coon  River  church,  June  20, 
failed  to  get  to  the  Messenger  office.  There  was 
a  very  full  attendance,  good  weather  and  roads 
a"d  everybody  seemed  happy.  Ministers  from  the 
Anther  Creek  church  did  the  preaching  and  our 
venerable  brother,  Eld.  Robert  Badger,  officiated 
in  a  very  solemn  and  impressive  manner.—/.  D. 
H"'ghtelin,Julyi. 

Shannon,  111.— This  church  met  in  council  to-day 
at  1:  3°  P.  M.  Bro.  I.  B.  Trout  was  with  us.  The 
*"m=  for  our  love  feast  was  set  for  Sept.  23  and  24. 
Other  business,  pertaining  to  our  cemetery,  was 
"tended  to.  Our  meeting  throughout  was  a  pleas- 
a"t  one.  We  have  not  had  any  additions  lately, 
°ut  are  still  laboring  for  an  advancement  of  our 
spiritual  welfare.  Our  Sunday  school  is  fairly  well 
"tended,  and  a  good  interest  was  taken  in  the 
Poaching  services  by  those  who  attend.— D.  Row- 
k'<Julyr, 


Willis,  Va.— The  Brethren  of  the  Brick  church 
met  in  council.  All  business  passed  off  pleasant- 
ly. One  sister  was  received  by  letter.  On  Sun- 
day, July  5,  we  met  in  our  new  church  for  the 
purpose  of  dedicatory  services.  We  had  a  sermon 
by  Bro.  J.  C.  Beahm  from  2  Chron.  7:  16  to  an  un- 
usually large  congregation.— 5.  P.  Hyllon.July  4. 

Alleghany  Congregation,  Grant  Co.,  W.  Va.— 
June  26  Bro.  I.  W.  Abernathy,  of  Fairview,  Md., 
preached  at  our  church  and  on  next  day  attended 
our  council,  which  passed  off  harmoniously  and 
pleasantly.  He  preached  again  in  the  evening 
and  on  Sunday  at  10  A.  M.  Thus  ended  another 
season  of  rejoicing. — Raphael  Baker,  Gorma/ra,  W. 
Va.,July6. 

Burlington,  Iowa.— Bro.  Peter  Brower,  of  South 
English,  Iowa,  came  here  June  11  and  held  meet- 
ings till  the  iSth,  preaching  six  sermons  in  all. 
Two  sisters  were  baptized  and  others  are  near  the 
fold.  I  hope  we  may  soon  have  some  good, 
plain  Gospel  truth  preached  here,  for  this  place 
is  very  much  in  need  of  it.  We  number  four  now, 
three  sisters  and  one  brother. — Minnie  Sater,  1114 
Agency  Avenue. 

Deep  River,  Iowa.— On  my  return  from  our  late 
Annual  Meeting  I  gave  our  congregation  at  our 
first  meeting  an  outline  of  what  was  done  at  the 
meeting  at  Ottawa,  and  especially  along  the  mis- 
sionary line,  and  also  solicited  a  donation  from 
our  Sunday  school  for  the  Asia  Minor  and  India 
missions.  As  a  result  of  this  effort,  six  dollars 
was  raised  for  said  mission.  Our  love  feast  is  ap- 
pointed for  Aug.  2t).—H.  R.  Taylor,  July  6. 

Sheldon,  Iowa.— The  Sheldon  church  met  in 
regular  quarterly  council  July  4-  There  being  no 
special  business  of  importance  before  the  meeting, 
the  brethren  mutually  talked  over  the  welfare  of 
the  church  and  laid  some  plans  by  which  the 
work  may  be  more  effectually  carried  on.  Our 
Communion  was  June  13,  at  which  time  three  were 
received  by  confession  and  baptism.  Eld.  D.  A. 
Miller,  of  Pleasant  Prairie,  Eld.  John  Early,  of 
Aurelia,  and  Bro.  C.  S.  Hilary,  of  Worthington, 
Minn.,  were  with  us,  and  gave  us  some  good 
preaching.—/  E.  Rolston,July  6. 

Nocona    Church,    Tex.— We    met    in    quarterly 
council  to-day.     Two  letters  of  membership  were 
received.     The  necessary  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  Ministerial,  District  and  Communion  meet- 
ings, Aug.  6  to  Q.     Having  been  requested  to  get 
reduced  rates  to   District  Meeting,  I  have  secured 
one  fare  and  a  third,   over   the  Missouri,  Kansas 
and  Texas  R.  R.,  on  the  certificate  plan,  and  am 
i  rate  over  other  roads.     I  will  publish 
as  soon  as  arrangements  are  complete. 
:d  that  the  churches  be  represented  by 
delegates.     As  many  others  as  possible  should  also 
attend.—^./  Wine,  July  4. 

Washington,  Kans  —  This  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  July  4.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love 
feast  Oct.  17  and  18,  at  10  A.  M.  We  welcome 
all  members  from  neighboring  congregations,  es- 
pecially ministering  brethren.  Two  were  received 
by  letter.  Our  Sunday  school,  with  Bro.  Jacob 
Merkey  as  Superintendent,  is  quite  interesting, 
especially  for  the  little  folks.  The  social  prayer 
meetings  are  to  be  continued,  as  they  are  much 
needed  in  the  spiritual  strengthening  of  the  young 
members.  Since  our  last  report  we  have  received 
two  into  the  church  by  baptism,— a  husband  and 
his  wife.—  Lizzie  Gaubyjuly  6. 

Monitor,  Kans.— The  members  of  the  Monitor 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  July  4.  Not  much 
business  came  before  the  meeting,  but  all  was 
disposed  of  pleasantly.  We  decided  to  hold  a 
love  feast  Oct.  17,  commencing  at  3  o'clock.  We 
also  arranged  for  a  series  of  meetings,  to  begin 
two  weeks  before  the  feast.  Our  Sunday  school, 
under  the  supervision  of  Bro.  William  Ardinger, 
is  moving  along  pleasantly  and  doing  good  work. 
We  have  introduced  the  Brethren's  Sunday  School 
Song  Book  with  good  results.  We  also  have 
Bible  meeting  and  singing  alternately  every  Sun- 
day evening.— M.J.  Miskler,July  9, 


expecting 
particulars 


Turkey  Creek  Church,  Okla.— This  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  June  20,  our  elder,  Bro.  W. 
B.  Sell,  being  with  us.  We  decided  to  hold  our 
love  feast.  Aug.  8,  in  Tonkawa,  twelve  miles  west 
and  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  New  Ponca. 
Meetings  are  to  begin  Aug.  6  and  to  continue  for 
a  week  or  ten  days  after  the  feast.— M.  E.  Angle- 
mytr,  New  Ponca,  Okla.,  July  6. 

Brice,  Mich. — The  Communion  in  the  New  Hav- 
en church  was  a  very  enjoyable  one.  The  attend- 
ance was  very  large,  and  order  and  attention  very 
excellent  throughout.  Several  adjoining  minis- 
ters, with  a  good  number  of  their  members,  were 
present.  We  were  happily  surprised  at  their  pres- 
ence in  so  busy  a  season  and  feel  very  grateful  for 
their  assistance.  Eld.  Isaac  Rairigh  officiated. 
He,  with  Bio.  Levi  Baker,  gave  talks  to  our  Sun- 
day school,  which  were  well  received  by  old  and 
young.  Just  before  the  evening  services  one 
again  united  with  us,  to  live,  as  she  said,  "a  better 
Christian  life.—/.  IK  Chambers,  June  2Q. 

Manassas  Church,  Va.— July  4  we  met  in  quar- 
terly council  at  Cannon  Branch.  Not  much  bus- 
iness came  before  the  meeting.  We  appointed 
our  harvest  meeting  for  July  18,  at  3  P.  M.  We 
also  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  this  fall 
and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  secure  a  min- 
ister. One  brother  was  received  by  letter  and  we 
were  made  to  rejoice  to  learn  that  there  were 
three  present  who  were  ready  to  unite  with  the 
church.  These  were  all  heads  of  families.  After 
the  close  of  the  council  we  repaired  to  Milford, 
about  one  mile  distant,  where  the  holy  ordinance 
of  baptism  was  administered.—/.  E.  Blough.July  6. 

Garden  Grove,  Iowa.— The  services  at  our  church, 
July  4,  passed  off  very  pleasantly.  We  had  a  ser- 
mon at  eleven  o'clock  on  Ps.  20:  5.  "  In  the  name 
of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our  banners."  The 
afternoon  was  spent  in  song  services  and  Bible 
reading,  from  the  subject  of  Christ's  kingdom. 
Quite  a  number  of  members  were  with  us  from  ad- 
joining congregations.  The  home  attendance  was 
not  as  large  as  it  should  have  been.  Would  that 
all  might  be  more  interested  in  the  services  of  the 
Lord,  rather  than  the  vain  and  alluring  amusements 
of  the  world.  Our  series  of  meetings,  prior  to  the 
Communion,  which  has  been  announced  to  begin 
Sept.  10,  has  been  defered  to  Sept.  16.  Bro.  Win. 
C.  Hipes  is  engaged  to  conduct  it.— Jemima  Kob, 
July  6. 

Battle  Creek  Church,  Iowa.—  Our  series  of 
meetings,  which  commenced  June  21,  closed  on 
Sunday  evening,  July  5.  The  meetings  were  con- 
ducted by  llro.  O.  J.  Beaver.  He  preached,  in  all, 
twelve  soul-inspiring  sermons.  The  meetings  were 
well  attended,  considering  the  busy  time,  and  good 
interest  was  manifested.  There  were  no  accessions, 
but  the  good  seed  was  sown  and  we  trust  to  the 
Lord  for  a  harvest.  Our  love  feast  was  held  June 
27.  Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  W.  Trostle,  was  with  us, 
probably  for  the  last  time,  as  he  expects  to  move 
to  the  Pacific  Coast  soon.  There  were  twenty 
members  present,  three  of  whom  were  ministers. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  in  the  school  house.  The 
house  was  full  of  attentive  people.— Lona  Cripe, 
July  8. 

Parsons,  Kans.— The  Brethren  at  this  place  cel- 
ebrated the  Fourth  of  July,-but  not  in  the  way 
in  which  the  world  celebrates.  We  had  a  meeting 
in  a  grove.  Bro.  W.  B.  Sell,  assisted  by  others, 
preached  three  very  interesting  sermons,  and  also 
two  sermons  on  Sunday  following.  This  was,  to 
us.  a  spiritual  feast.  He  showed  to  us  how  differ- 
ently the  world  now  celebrates  the  Fourth  of 
July,  to  what  its  original  intentions  were.  When 
we  think  of  the  many  sinful  entertainments  that 
are  offered  to  the  people  on  our  sacred,  national 
holiday,  we  are  made  to  feel  that  a  reformation  in 
this  respect  would  be  in  place.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended.  Dinner  was  served  for  all  on 
a  long  table  provided  for  that  purpose,  and  all 
surrounded  it  in  a  Christian-like  manner.  One 
dear  brother  was  received  by  baptism  and  a  sister 
reclaimed.— Samuel  Vlleryjuly  9. 
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Independence,  Eans.  —  The  Inde- 
pendence church  met  in  regular  quar- 
terly council  July  4.  We  decided  to 
hold  our  love  feast  Oct.  24,  with  a 
series  of  meetings  following,  if  we  can 
secure  ministerial  help.  All  busi 
which  came  before  the  meeting 
disposed  of  with  the  best  of  feeling.— 
Jacob  Betts,  July  4. 

Bethel   Church,    Nebr.— The    q 
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begin  two  weeks  prior  to  the  love 
feast.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in 
a  pleasant  manner. —  Clara  HocllsUdler, 
Carleton,  Nebr.,  July  0. 

West  Plains,  Kans.— Bro.  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  came  to  us  June  17. 
He  preached,  in  all,  three  sermons. 
Although  the  attendance  was  small, 
on  account  of  harvest,  yet  the  interest 
was  good.  We  were  sorry  he  could 
not  stay  longer.  He  certainly  under- 
stands how  to  wield  the  Sword  of  the 
Spirit—  R.  Wyattjuly  2. 

Black  Swamp,  Ohio.— Our  quarterly 
council  was  held  June  27.  Our  elder 
S.  M.  Loose,  from  Green  Springs,  was 
present.  Everything  passed  off  pi. 
antly.  We  received  two  members  by 
letter.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love 
feast  Oct.  24,  at  10  o'clock.  Our 
quarterly  council,  before  the  feast,  will 
be  Sept.  12. — Catharine  Garmr,  Cum- 
mings,  Ohio. 

Portage  Church,  Ohio.— This  church 
expects  to  hold  a  love  feast  Oct.  17, 
and  also  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings, 
about  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the 
feast.  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  is  to  do 
the  preaching.  We  expect  Bro.  Reu- 
ben Shroyer  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  Cloverdale  about  the  middle 
of  November.—/.  B.  Kyser,  Cloverdale, 
Ohio,  July  2. 

Cerro  Gordo,  111.— The  members  of 
the  Cerro  Gordo  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  to-day.  Two  were  re- 
ceived by  letter  and  three  dismissed 
by  letter.  Considerable  business  was 
disposed  of.  Our  Sunday  school  was 
reorganized  last  Sunday  with  Bro 
Robert  Burger,  Superintendent  and 
Bro.  Isaiah  Wheeler,  Assistant.— Sallie 
E.  Cart,  July  2. 

Willow  Creek  Church,  S.  Dak  — 
June  23  Bro.  George  Strycker.  of  May- 
ville,  N.  Dak.,  came  to  us  to  hold  a 
short  series  of  meetings,  previous  to 
our  love  feast,  and  also  to  assist  us 
in  the  Communion  meeting,  which 
was  held  June  30.  He  remained  with 
us  about  a  week,  preaching,  in  all, 
eight  sermons  to  attentive  congrega- 
tions. As  an  immediate  result  four 
were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
—  Eva  Heagley,  Frederick,  S.  Dak., 
July  4. 

Oasis,  Kans.— The  members  of  the 
North  Solomon  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  June  27,  at  10  A.  M. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.  Con- 
siderable business  came  before  the 
meeting  and  was  pleasantly  disposed 
of.  After  services  we  repaired  to  the 
waterside,  where  one  dear  brother  was 
buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  at  Bro.  Philip 
Breon's,  Sept.  12  and  13,  comn 
at  10  A.  M.  The  brethren  fr 
joining  churches  are  heartily  invited.— 
Chas.  A.  Wagner,  June  jo. 
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First  District  of  Virginia. 


up  the  children  and  conduct  a  Sun- 
day school.  If  a  minister,  he  would 
be  expected  to  supply  the  people  with 
preaching.  Address  as  below. — L.  C. 
Schubert,  Secretary  of  Mission  Board  of 
Northwestern  Ohio,  Carey,  Ohio. 

Smithville,  Ohio.  —  I  have  been 
called  home  suddenly  to  the  bedside 
of  my  father,  who  is  lying  very  low. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  dying  over  a 
week  ago,  but  is  still  alive.  We  desire 
the  prayers  of  God's  children  in  his  be- 
half.    He  received   the    anoint 

me  of  the  Lord,  and  it  was  a 
great  blessing  to  him.  We  do  not 
row  just  when  we  will  get  to  our 
mie  in  Kansas. — A.  B.  Lichtcttwaltir. 
Sandstone,  Mo.— The  brethren  and 
sisters  at  Sandstone  have  been  made 
to  rejoice  again.  At  our  regular 
preaching  time  one  young  man  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  was  bap- 
tized to-day.  The  good  work  still 
goes  on  in  this  vicinity.  We  have 
large  congregations  that  are  very  at- 
tentive to  the  Word  preached.  Breth- 
ren wishing  to  change  Iheir  location 
can  have  full  information  as  regards 
the  country  by  addressing  the  writer, 
enclosing  stamp.— A.  I.  Miller,  June  28. 
Brothers'  Valley  Church,  Pa.— The 
members  of  the  Brothers'  Valley  con- 
gregation met  in  council  on  Saturday, 
June  13.  Elders  Valentine  Blough 
as  Hoover,  of  the  Middle 
Creek  congregation,  were  present.  A 
choice  was  held  for  deacons.  Breth- 
ren George  Reitz  and  Mahlon  S.  Rie- 
man  were  elected.  Our  love  feast  oc- 
curred on  Sunday  evening,  June  21. 
About  two  hundred  and  forty  mem- 
bers communed.  Eld.  George  Hana- 
Boucher,  Pa.,  officiated.— Clara 
G.  Rieman,  Berlin,  Pa.,  June  2y. 
Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.— We,  the  brethren 
id  sisters,  met  in  a  hall,  corner  of 
Creighton  Avenue  and  Gay  Street,  for 
ship  and  public  preaching.  We 
had  a  large  attendance.  Eld.  Jere- 
miah Gump  preached  to  us  Sunday 
forenoon  and  Eld.  Hire  preached  to 
;  evening.     We  had  members 


The  following  is  th=  program  of  the  Breth- 
ren's Ministerial  Meeting,  to  be  held  in  the 
Burk's  Fork  congregation,  Floyd  Co.,  Va„ 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Aug.  28  and  29,  com- 
mencing at  10  A.  M.: 

1.  "  What  Steps  may  be  Taken  to  Improve 
an  our  Present  System  for  Raising  Home 
Mission  Funds  in  Order  that  we  may  be  En- 
abled to  Extend  our  Missionary  and  Evangel- 

stic  Work?"— T.  C.  Denton,  A,  N.  Hylton 
nd  J.  W.  Ikenberry. 

2.  "  Our  Love  Feasts,  and  how  to  Make 
rem  most  Interesting."— Daniel  Peters,  Jo- 
=ph  Shickel  and  Geo.  B.  Flora. 

3.  "iSeries  of  Meetings,  Kind  of  Preaching 
Needed  to  Make  them  most  Effectual  and 
Lasting,  and  by  whom, — Ministers  at  Home  or 
from  Abroad?"— J.  W.  Eller,  A.  J.  Weddle 
and  S.  M.  Ikenberry. 

4.  "Pastoral  Visits;  are  they  Important? 
If  so,  how  may  they  be  Made  a  Success?  " — 
Jonas  Graybill,  Moses  Dickerson  and  R.  T. 
Akers. 
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Limestone,  Tenn.—  The  Limestone 
church  is  still  moving  along  in  the 
Lord's  work.  We  have  a  large  Sun- 
day school  this  summer.  Bro.  A.  E. 
Nead  is  Superintendent.  The  writer 
is  an  assistant.  The  school  meets  at 
3  P.  M.  The  ministering  brethren  are 
having  calls  for  preaching,  but  cannot 
fill  all  of  them.  We  hope  some  of 
the  traveling  brethren,  east  or  north, 
will  pass  this  way  and  preach  for  us.' 
The  Communion  meeting  in  this  vi- 
cinity will  be  held  in  September  and 
October.  The  Ministerial  Meeting* 
will  be  held  at  the  Pleasant  View 
church,  Washington  Co.,  Tenn.,  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Sept.  11  and  u, 
three  miles  southeast  of  Jonesboro.— 
H.  M.  Sherfy,  Bowmantown,  Tenn., 
Jub  3- 


5.  "The  Relati 
Church,  and  how 
cessfully?"— Isaa 
W.  Barnhart. 

6.J"  How  may  we 
and  Charitable  Relati 
as  Ministers?" — jerem 
and  Wm.  Elgin. 

7.  "How  may  we   I 

minded  and   more  Sp 

H.  Naff,  Owen  Barnhai 

P.  S.  Mill 


1  of  the  Deacons  to  the 
nay  they  Work  most  Sue- 
Reed,  Noah  Boothe  and  J. 

e  best  Exhibit  our  Social 
>ns  toward  each  Other 
ah  Barnhart,  J.  A.  Dove 


8.  "How  best  c 


' Ior  Voung  Convert.) 
How  can  we  get  our  Brethren  to  A 
Fully  the  Order  of  the  Church  ta  £  ■ 
J-  H.  W,rU"' 


al  Appei 

Lcwisloica,  Mud: 


by  Bro. 
J.  Rhoad 


congregal 


the  John: 
.  S.  Blough, 
and  sister  Sue  E.  Stutzman. 

A'  J-  Strayer 


Mr.o. 


He 


Southern  District  of  Iowa. 


folio 


the  program  of  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting  of  the  Southern  District  of 
Iowa,  to  be  held  at  the  South  Keokuk  church, 
three  miles  northeast  of  Ollie,  Oct.  15,  1896. 
Morning  services  to  commence  at  9  o'clock: 

1.  "  How  may  we  Impress  the  Laity  with 
the  Responsibility  they  Owe  to  the  Church?  " 
—J.  P.  Baily,  C.  M.  Brower,  Jos.  Gilchrist. 

2.  "  The  Characteristics  of  a  good  Sunday 
School,  its  Relatirn  to  the  Church,  and  the 
Duty  of  one  to  the  Other."— Abraham  Wolf, 
Willis  Rodabaugh,  D.  F.  Sink. 

3.  "  Our  Sisters,  their  Responsibilities,  Du- 
ties and  Privileges  in  the  Different  Lines  of 
Church  Work."— John  Follis,  S.  F.  Brower 
R.  P.  Simpson. 

iv  to  Secure  the  most  Prompt  At- 
tendance of  Members  at  Sunday  School  and 
Church  Services."— Samuel  Flory,  James  Glot- 
felty,  Hiram  Beekman. 

ow  may  we  Obtain  the  best  Results 
of  the  Money  Spent  in  the  Mission  Field?"— 
:r  Brower,  M.  Myers,  Martin  Replogle. 
"  What  is  Essential  to  a  Successful  Se- 
of  Meetings?"— S.  P.  Miller,  Orlando  Og- 
don,  Wm.  Glotfelty. 

What  is  the  true  Signification  of  the 
Prayer-covering,  as  set  forth  in  1  Cor.  11: 
-6?"—  W.  W.  Folger,  Anthony  Sanger, 
Daniel  Zook. 

Vc  expect  to  hold  our  love  feast  on  the 
ning  of  Oct.  14,  commencing  at  4  o'clock, 
ties  will  be  met  at  train  on  the  14th;  from 
West  at  1  o'clock  and  from  the  East  at 
3  o'clock,  at  Ollie,  on  the  Iowa  Central  R.  R. 
Charles  Wonderlick,  ) 


F.  H.He 


folio 


Iowa,  Minnesota,  North  and 
South  Dakota. 

s  tber 


program  of  the  M 

terial  Meeting  for  Northern  Iowa,  M: 

North  and  South  Dakota,  to  be   held 

Root  River  church,  Minn.,  Oct.  6,  1806- 

I.  "  The  Church,— What  is  it,  its  Obj. 


.  "  The  Model  Preacher." 

.  "  Why  I  Belong  to  the  Brethren  Church." 

.  "  How  Can  we  Get  our  Members  to  take 

lore  Active  Part  in  our  Church  Councils? " 

.  "  Importance  of  the    Pastoral   Visit  and 

1  to  Bring  it  into  Effect." 

."  Characteristics  of  a  Good  Sunday  School 

ts  Relation  to  the  Church,  and  the  Duties 

he  One  to  the  Other." 

.  "  How  far  is  Sunday  Visiting  Allowable 

h  Members  of  the  Church? " 


MARSHALL.-In  the  bounds  of  the 
church,  Poweshiek  Co.,  Iowa  Jm 
Nelson   C,  son   of  Samuel  and  I.,,," 
Marshall,  aged  8  months  and  2  days    Se 

es  by  the  writer.  H.  R.  TavloJ" 

STUDEBAKER.-In  the  Yellow  Cert 
church,  III.,  June  30,  1896,  Bro.  Jacob  S.  Stude 
baker,  aged  83  years,  1  month  and  11  jav. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Bedford  County  fV 
and  moved  to  Stephenson  County,  111  jj-g 
early  day.  He  has  been  a  constant  suffete, 
for  over  a  year  from  gangrene  of  the  foot,  but 
in  all  his  suffering  he  was  never  heard  to 
murmur,  but  bore  all  his  sufferings  wilb  Chris 
tian  fortitude.  He  leaves  a  faithful  compan. 
ion  and  seven  children.  Funeral  services  con 
ducted  by  Bro.  Henry  Martin  from  Rev.  14: 
I2,  '3'  L.  E.  Keltner. 

CARPENTER.-In  the  Naperville  church 
Du  Page  Co.,  111.,  of  softening  of  the  brail 
Bro.  Ephraim  Carpenter,  aged  83  years, 
month  and  27  days.  Deceased  was  born  1 
Rearnstown,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 
married  Harriet  Rhoads  of  the 
Five  children  blessed  this  unio 
and  three  daughters.  In  18S8  the  youngest 
daughter,— Mrs.  Fry,— brought  the  parents  to 
her  home  at  Naperville,  111.,  where  she  tender- 
ly cared  for  them.  Two  months  later  th< 
mother  died,  leaving  her  husband  and  chit 
dren.  Bro.  Carpenter  soon  snerunited  mlt 
the  church,  and  ever  since  bad  his  home  will 
his  daughter.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Jo- 
seph Lahman  and  the  brethren. 

Harvey  M.  Barkdoll. 


In  1830  he 


GRADY.- 

In  the 

Tippecanoe  churcb,  Kos- 

ciusko  Co., 

Ind.,    | 

une   14 

,    1896,    Chancy  G. 

Grady,  aged 

nonths  and  29  days. 

Deceased  wa 

1  of  I. 

aac  S.  and  Amanda 

Grady,  and 

grands 

on   of 

John    E.    Markley. 

He  leaves  a 

father 

moth 

=r,  brother  and  sis- 

ter.    He  was 

almos 

t  insta 

ntly  killed  by  being 

thrown    off 

he    hay-rake 

while    raking.    A 

tooth   having 

penetrated 

lis  brain   rendered 

til  his  death.    He  lived 


l'.i  tills 


after  the  accident  occurred. 
by  Wm.  Neff  and  Henry 
G.  G.  Grady. 
SLIFER.—  In  the  West  Branch  church, 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  June  22,  1806,  Eve  Slifer,  aged 
65  years,  I  month  and  25  days.  Deceased 
was  born  April  26,  1831.  Funeral  services  by 
Eld.  M.  S.  Newcomer. 

WILCOX.— In  the  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
Washington  Co.,  Tenn.,  May  5,  1896,  with  com- 
plicated diseases,  sister  Elizabeth  V.  Wilcox, 
45  years,  2  months  and  16  days.  She 
I  with  the  Brethren  church,  at  Lime- 
Tenn.,  in  August,  1863.  She  lived  a 
tent  member  nearly  thirty-three  yea'S' 
OTth  her  husband,  was  installed  into  the 
deacon's  office  at  Pleasant  Valley,  May  20, 
806.    She  was  married  to  Bro.  J.  F.  Wilcox, 


Oct. 


She 


)  thev 


iband  and  eight 
ildren,— one     child    having    preceded   her. 
of  the  children  are  members  of  the 
Funeral    discourse   by    Eld.  J-  c 
Bashor,  from  Rev.  14:  12,  13. 

H.  M.  Sherfv. 

ULERY.—  In  the  Rock  Run  church,  J"« 
,  1896,  sister  Mary  Ulery,  aged  82  yea", 
nonths  and  27  days.  She  was  the  wife  " 
Iro.  Samuel  Ulery,  who  preceded  her  abo" 
ix  years.  Sister  Ulery  came  to  Indiana" 
welve  years  of  age.  She  united  with  tw 
hurch  about  fifty-one  years  ago  and  e 
ived  a  consistant  member.  She  leaves  erg" 
children.  Services  by  Eld.  I.  L.  Berkeyir"" 
I2  Tim.  4:6-8.  R.  W.  Daveni'OR1' 
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■ —     ^Tn— At  llis  nome  in  South  English, 
lone  a*.    '*&.   U'ia5   Marlin'  aBed  " 

a  "  Jays.  A  wife  and  six  cmldre 

'.""him.     Funeral     at    the    Brethren' 
' ...    V\r 
church 
47,48. 


Teeter's  Commentary.  our  publications. 


unnVER.-'n  the  bounds  of  the  Loramie 

h    Ohio    June    14.  1896.  °f  lun6  trouble, 

Leah  Hoover,  wife  of    Bro.   Jonathan 

"""  ,   aped  4?  years,  2  months  and  28  days. 

Hoover,  age"  «  r  a„„nc, 

"  over  twenty-five  years  she  was  an  earnest 
sincere  church  and  Sunday  school  work- 
Services  conducted  from  Rev.  21:4  by 
'„';,  t  I  Rosenberger,  assisted  by  Bro.  Henry 
pgatUer.  J.  F.  Souders. 

WISLER  —In  the  Woodbury  church,  Bed 
Jco,Pa..  JunelS,.^,  sister  LeahK  Wis- 
lir  aeecl  18  years,  8  months  and  3  days,     r-  uner- 

Is'ervicesby  Eld.  J.  K.  Brown,  assisted  by  Eld. 

I  B.  Replogle,  from  1  Thess.  4:  18. 

'■  J.  C.  Stayer. 

HORNER  — In  the  Johnstown  congrega 
lion  I'a,  April  28,  1806,  sister  Catharine  Horner 
aed  88  years,  6  months  and  21  days.  She 
„as  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  five  of 
.horn  are  living.  The  oldest  daughter  is 
sixty-six  years  old.  Funeral  services  conduct- 
ed by  brethren  S.  S.  Blough,  assisted  by  A. 
W.  Meyers.  A,  J-  Strayer. 

HF.1SSER.— In   the    Ephrata  church,   Pa., 

Tune  '5,  1806,  of  paralysis,  Bro.  Henry  Heis- 

r,  aged  52  years  and  6  days.    He  was  ly- 

,'  between  death  and  life  for    over   three 

mths     He  leaves  a  wife  and  three  children. 

Services  by  Bro.  A.  S.  Hottenstein  and  Eld. 

Israel  Wenger.  J-  R-  Royer. 

ROOSE.— In  the  Yellow  Creek  church, 
Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  June  2,  1896,  Lola  May 
Roose,  daughter  of  Bro.  Hiram  and  sister 
Lraie  Roose.  Funeral  services  by  J.  H.  Mil- 
ler from  Matt.  18:  2.  Irvin  S.  Burns. 

CRIPE  —  Near  Cerro  Gor'do,  111,  July  2, 
1896,  Goldie  May,  daughter  of  Bro.  John  and 
sister  Hannah  Cripe,  aged  5  years,  6  months 
and  26  days.    Services  at  the  residence. 

M.  J.  McCi.ure. 

,<*ir.E._t.  the  Richland  church,  Rich'and 
Co,  Ohio,  June  22,  l8g6,  sister  Elizabeth  Gipe, 
aged  83  years,  I  month  and  6  days.  Sister 
Gipe  was  born  May  16,  1813,  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
children.  She  lived  a  Christian  life  upwards 
of  forty  years,  being  a  member  of  the  German 
Baptist  Brethren  church.  Funeral  services 
were  held  at  her  late  residence,  five  miles 
north  of  Mansfield.  Her  body  was  put  to 
rest  in  the  Mansfield  City  cemetery,  by  the 
side  of  her  departed  husband. 

W.  F.  Eng 


You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  i  s  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 

tuse  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
Dmprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  cducat- 
d. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usuatly  fou-yd  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 


Children  »t  Work.  -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ed;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

10  copies,  per  quarter 


DUBBEL'S 

RED   THYME 

PAIN  CURB 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodical! 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  messenger.- A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  lirelh- 
r  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copj.per  annum » 

ies  to  one  address.  3  months 


tedVe 


[ttborola  no  ogonl  In  your  locality 

1    ni  r.i-.i-  1., c  00,  Proprietors, 

Wuviiuslioro,  Pa. 


JUST  AS  GOOD  FOR  HALF 
THE  MONEY. 


(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 
{7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
stes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
ith  it;  (i)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (I)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

...  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (I)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "  give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
lister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
iufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 


30  copies,  to  one  address,  0  months 1 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac — Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Put  S72  in  your  pocket  and  come  to  Fruit- 
dale,  Ala,  where  you  may  attend  a  good  insti- 
tution of  Ic.-iriiing  at  the  small  cash  expense  of 
S8  per  month.     For  particulars  write 
N.  R.  BAKER, 

I'l-ln.  1,'iiiitdiiU,  Seminar?, 
2,t{  Fruitdale,  Ala. 

Seed-Time. 


Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
Etc  explanation  of  the  lessor 
;n  preparing  this  quarterly  wi 
keep  "constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  tb< 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 

Stnglesubscriptlon,  one  year 35  cent 


.3K! 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. '  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
are  delighted  with  it. 

Slngls  subscription,  per  year "  cents 

0  copies  and  orer IH  cents  eac 


James  T.  Quintan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


$4  00 
4  50 


Bound  in  cloth,  per  set, 
Bound  in  half  leather,     - 

Bound  in  morocco,       -  i  °° 

pt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring 
the  work.    Address: 

shing  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111 


The  ft|03t  Complete  and  Durable 
W«er  or  Ice.    Low  In  Prlc-.    Circular  Free, 

1ER0  CREAMERY  CO..  PERU,  IMP, 


Many  Members... 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

A/o.  PKB  FAOKAt 

1*02  Fonr  Designs,  ver 

1816  Four  Designs,  verj 


1184  Embossed  Designs,  size 
1280  landscape  and  Flowers 

1298  Embossed  Flowers,  size 
1297  Embossed    Landscape 


1  Landscape,  sl?.,--!;",1- 


e  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  cards,  & 
e  and  Birds,  size  2x314, 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltin 


Could  not  attend  the  late  Annual  Meet- 
ing. All  such  can  get  the  full  benefit  of 
the  discussions  on  the  various  subjects  by 
reading  the  "  Full  Report,"  which  is  sent 
from  the  Messenger  office  for  only  if, 
cents. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS, 


BOURGEOIS  Type 


Size,  5X*7  inches. 


Regardless  of  names  given  disease  symp- 
toms, all   that    induces    the    derangement    is 
promptly  expelled.    Those  in  physical  or  fi- 
ial  distress   should    send   for   the   hook 
which  is  mailed  free  to  all  by 

Dr.  S.  F.  Conant, 

Skowhegan,  Maine. 


(^-Serid  for  our  catalogue  of  books 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


pture  Text  Tickets,  red  o: 
When  ordering  cards  be 
and  price  as  well  as  tl 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.-We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen.  .  .*    85 

MlnQte  Books,  eBOh 

Class  Books,  per  dozen 

Leaf  Cluster,  plotorlal  obart  of  e»oh  lesson, 
per  quarter, 

Other  Help«.-Wc  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  «s 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


OHAPTEB  1. 

1  77<'.,'nr../'i'y'/"/  '""'  ''""".'  ''"'"^""f '"  ,')''l'^l 

1; It \T,."::"«','r  ';?  %,".u,u ;,;;;, ;,„;«,'«. 

THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'sus  Ohrlst,  *  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  c  the  son  of  A'bra-harn. 

2  dA'bra-ham   begat  1'fiaac;   and 
1'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -fJa'cQb 

begat  Ju'dae  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  ".lu'daa  begot  Pha'rgB  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ''Pha'rS? 


icr  lined  to  edge,  red 

under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  lor  the  price  on  the 


Adtoa,  BRB1BBBYS  PIIBUSB1S0  COMPACT, 

Mt.  Morris,  IIL 


THE    GOSPEL    MZESSZEITa-IEI^. 


Highest  of  ill  in  Leivming  Power.—  Latest  U.  S  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


■  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


oi.oiimloi.r-Ui.Hi.tiiilhorNew  Poncn. 
,  Prairie  View  church,  Morgnn  Co.,  Mo. 
i,  Hoop  River,  town. 
i,  lit  1«  A.  M,,  Pleasant   Dalo,  Adams  Co. 

find  13,  fit  10  A.  M.,  North  .Solomon,  Kane. 


I. .North   Fork  church,  pj 

J,  M  ,  Maple  tilen  church, 

uroh.Nobr, 

, Grundy  County  church,  Ic 
M,,  Alleghany  ohurch,  Un 


i  at  10  A.  M.,  Washington,  Kiins. 
eudeuou  church,  Kans. 


WHY  PAY  RENT. 


In-  lilgli-prlevd   IhikI,- 


Famous  Corn  Belt, 


The  Land  department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


d  Che  funds  for  n  well-euuipped  nieetlnghouae 
o  already  subscrlhcd. 

Unong  the  many  advantages  possessed  by  these 
nn lies  I  In'  follow  tut'  may  he  mentioned: 
IAILKOAD   COMPETITION,    with    competing 
■valors,  niid    numerous    platforms   for    loadinj 


I.AK  KN.  mi.j't I  UlilNKIXU   W'ATKIUi'tT 

-"-■  'i,  en n  l>e  ol. mined  at  h  depth  of  from  18 


VI  II'    i-\)  \J,    >.■!!.  at    Ciu-1'ln-t..n 
nl  other  railroad  stations     I  Iron: 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 

plus (2  from  all  principal  points  In  the  East.     ] 
Mireyour  tickets  road  "VinO.  B.&  Q.  i;\v,"    !■' 

P.  S.  BUSTIB, 
tien.  Pass.  Ag'l    C.  IS.  &  0.„  R'y, 


Facts  Worth  Considering. 


inn  luces  tlii<  f I  of  man  and  anlmiils. 

h  tin>  safest  investment  on  earth, 

;a»  mill  bo  had  in  the  Northwest  at  ver 

sun  still  be  uomesteadod  In  some  parts 


>  1-iiUe  1 1 r i l |  'l'milc  Mounlaln  tlb 
Makola,  five  fann>  produced  I 
I  bushels  o!  Wheal  to  the  acre;  is  t 
i,  mid  other  crops  In  proportion. 
Uvor  Volley  and  other  localltlf 
v  (or  Improved  (arms  from  a  shar 


MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL 


O    7C      u°   you  want  a  good  watch  foi 

J)i./U        m.TVd.y  »>,-'     Hi'lils' »U...  ho»  uliili! 


'ON  THE  SOO  LINE!" 

FARMING 

Lands 

ON  THE  "S00"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PBICES  and  on  EASY  TERMS. 

Tinisjered  Lands1'1^^^ 
Prairie  Lands  vcr r^r 


.    Mnny     Limit 


on    the   CROP    PAIMENT 


PLAN 

FREE     HOMESTEADS 

On  f-.overanir.nt  Lands  in  Well*.  Pierce,  Benson,  McLean, 
SI. -Henry.  Ward.  :,i,.|  oihei  Couuii.-B  in  North  Dakota! 
"On  the  Soo  Line." 

LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 

is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

There  are  excellent  opportunities  for 
Colonies  or  Individuals.—  "On  the  Soo 
Line." 

BRETHREN    are  respectfully  asked 

to  tliorouo-hly    invusti- 
"On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 
fore deciding   upon   new  homes.    Come 
ind  See.' 
{OUR  ILLUSTRATED   LAND   PRIMERS, 


5     "  ,UZli" E?«lTBhtrjIohn  ,3,  h  a  divine  | 


Line.' 

Address,  T.I.  FTURD.  Land  and  Industrial  Agent 

"Soo"  Railway,  Ml  NNLAl'ul.l-.  MiLLi-ota. 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  [numeration  Agent 

DETROIT,  Michigan 
Or,  FRANK  SW1CKARD,  Trav.  Immigration  Ar-ent- 

NORTH  M\N,  lIl^lhR.l,,,,1;,1,^ 


Life  Insurance. 


H"Wt  call  special 
passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book 
author  and  publisher. 


Various  Opinions... 

Are  presented  as  to  the  best  methods  of 
dealing  with  the  tobacco  and  other  lead- 
ing questions.  Yrai  can  learn  something 
on  this  by  reading  the  "Full  Report," 
sent  from  the  Messenger  office  for  only 
25  cents. 


In  its  various  bearings  was  discussed 
at  the  late  Annual  Meeting.  You  should 
read  it  in  the  "  Full  Report."  Sent  post- 
paid for  only  25  cents  from  the  Messen- 


talog  desciibm. 


We  sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  u 

Addre.,:  GEN'L  MISS.  £  TRACT  COM., 
Mt.  MorriB. 


.'  on  as  fttvorubk'  prk'i 
.ANDS  sell  from  $3.00  I 
1  CASH   DOWN.  bnlaiK 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSENGER, 


-IK  GUM'l-1     MKiSI-M, 


a,.™.i„eo»„eo„o„S 


g      That  the  Salutation  of  the  Holy  Kiss,  or  Kiss  of  Chari-  < 
*  sell-denying  principles  of  the  religion  of  JCS11S  Christ:  j 


Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  fl 

Ut.  Morris,  Ogle  Co.,  111.      J 


What  Crops  Can  Be  Raised  on 

the  Dos  Palos  Colony 

in  California? 


usident  of  the  colony  answers  the  question 
;  J  bmdly  kimwwbm  mouth  to  begin  with, tor 
nvo  no  1,sb  tlum  twelve  mouths  In  the  yeurln 


.,;,„",,   ,,',,,1'.1 "''    '' ■     ".'""Orrluatlon  we  sow 

ur'el'u%ebul'noriu,n,r,,'i,,'''l''''Wlllm0re'5'S"J'We 
Mabks,  Ssclnrkst.,  Cbleugo,' in""'    Wr"6  '"  B' 


My  >s  .806; 

Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing  1 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  0t 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it, 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  mak 
our   clothing,    measuring    blanks,   tape 
:  and  rules  for  ordering  will'  be 
application.     Our  rules  fo,  self, 
nple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas. 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillijson  Clothing  Co., 

47"  WARSAW,  IND. 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurl? 


want  to.  You  can  stop  the  pain  and  get  rid  ol  tlie 
corns  In  a  perfectly  easy,  simple,  safe  nnd  sura 
way,  without  any  trouble,  and  without  any  burn. 
lng  or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  using  DUBBEI/8 
DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  according  to  di- 
rections. It  is  the  champion  ot  all  remedies  to 
remove  corns,  warts,  etc.    Why  suffer  the  torture 

It  is  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  its  kind  ever 
discovered,— a  boon  for  the  millions  it-bo  suffer 
with  corns.    Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  a  dime  or 


r"  locality.    Order  a 

B.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO,,  Proprietors, 
Waynesboro.  Franklin  Co..  Pi 


New 
Brethren   Colony,  y. 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


e  liok-e  iigrfculliirnl  I 


tributary  to  Miliini  sstinlon  on  t  lie  Great  Northern 
R.,  which  station  is  located  only  05  miles  from 
nneapolls  and  100  miles  from  Duluth  and  West 

These  lands  are  nil  in  a  hardwood  timber  belt, 
jme  of  which  Is  covered  with  a  splendid  growth 
f  white  and  red  oak,  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  null 
large  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  lor  the  mower 

These  lands  I  offer  at  prices  from  $1.00  to  $8.00  per 
ire  on  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  pur- 
lase  price  drawing  interest  at  7  per  cent  per  an- 
nul only.     The  lands  are  specially  adapted  for 


nity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Dulutti, 
uperlor,  are  the  very  best,  the  rate  lor 
shipping  of  grain  being  only  7',i  to  1)  cents  per  hun- 
dred.   The  lands  are  well  watered  with  crecksaiid 

lit-r  for  building  purposes,  feniv 
did  elimate.  No  prairie  wind 
an  Ideal  place  for  a  home.  A 
e  lands  Is  set  aside  exclusively 


tort 


etnn 


l  .?] ■''■"' 


For  further  information  apply    to   the   owner, 
hco.  F.  Koch,  17(1  E.  8d  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  or, 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
504  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


FREE 


TO  AIL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER, 


to  every  reader  of  the  Messenger,  no 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  and  «« 
remedy  for  Chronic  Catarrh,  Km" «« 
Liver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  Rn<*"I,n0 
ti.sm. ;  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  only  «-uu- 
The  sample  treatment  costs  nothing  &n° 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  to  many 
afflicted  people.  It  will  be  Bold  tbrous 
agents.  Special  terms  to  readers  oi 
Messenger  on  application.    Address 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  for  the  United  State* 
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ITUKIAL  I    A/IKrpI   I    AMV_ 


C  One  ot  our  contributors  tells  a  sad  story  of  a 
man,  who,  in  company  with  four  others,  went  to 
a  neighbor's  house  to  purchase  some  hard  cider. 
They  became  drunk,  and  the  young  man  referred 
to  started  home  late  at  night.  It  is  supposed  that 
he  sat  down  on  the  railroad  track,  for  early  the 
next  morning  he  was  found  dead  by  the  side  of 
the  track,  and  badly  bruised.  He  leaves  a  broken- 
hearted mother  and  seveial  sisters,  who  have  for 
some  time  been  depending  upon  his  labors  for  sup- 
port. Prior  to  this  fatal  step  the  young  man  was 
noted  for  sober  and  industrious  habits.  Some 
people  think  there  is  no  harm  in  hard  cider,  but 
the  devil  is  in  it,  and  the  sooner  those  who  keep 
and  drink  it  get  rid  of  it  the  better.' 


A  curious  story  comes  from  Russia.  In  that 
rather  strange  land  those  high  in  authority  are 
expected  to  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  show 
that  they  occupy  a  plane  far  above  the  common 
people.  For  instance,  it  is  considered  a  disgrace 
for  an  army  officer  to  ride  on  a  street-car,  but  it 
so  happened  recently  that  a  young  officer  was 
compelled  to  either  take  the  street-car  or  reach 
his  post  of  duty  behind  time.  He  decided  on  the 
former,  and  was  reported  to  his  superiors  for  dis- 
gracing his  uniform.  In  due  time  he  was  con- 
demned, and  was  about  to  be  expelled  from  the 
army,  whan  the  case,  by  a  special  friend  of  rank, 
was  reported  to  the  Czar.  Calling  one  of  his 
officers  to  accompany  him,  the  Czar  passed  out  to 
one  of  the  street-cars,  stepped  aboard,  and,  after 
riding  some  distance,  alighted  in  the  presence  ot 
a  number  of  the  army  officers,  They  were  as- 
tonished beyond  measure,  but  that  settled  the 
question  of  riding  on  the  street-cars,  and  the 
young  officer  was  not  expelled  from  the  army. 
This  reminds  us  of  the  fact  that  when  Jesus  stooped 
down  and  washed  his  disciples'  feet,— doing  the 
act  of  a  servant, — he  not  only  astonished  those 
who  witnessed   the  scene,   but  he   impressed    his 


disciples  with  the  thought  that  an  act  that  the 
Master  could  do  would  be  perfectly  proper  for 
his  humble  followers  to  do  also.  There  is  power 
in  an  example. 

f  Four  weeks  ago  mention  was  made  of  a  terrible 
earthquake  in  the  northern  part  of  Japan,  and  that 
i.ooo  persons  were  reported  killed,  but  fuller  re- 
ports indicate  that  the  loss  of  life  will  probably 
exceed  50,000.  The  centre  of  disturbance  seems  to 
have  been  some  distance  from  the  shore,  and 
caused  an  immense  tidal  wave  that  almost  devas- 
tated seven  towns  and  eight  villages.  In  places 
the  waves  swept  inland  for  two  and  a  half  miles, 
destroying  everything  before  them.  While  there 
were  at  least  three  great  waves,  it  is  said  that  the 
whole  thing  happened  in  less  than  five  minutes. 
For  seventy  or  eighty  miles  along  the  seashore 
everything  has  been  demolished.  Much  damage 
may  have  been  done  in  the  interior  of  the  country, 
not  yet  reported,  for  the  earthquake  lasted  about 
twenty-four  hours,  and  completely  wrecked  many 
buildings.  There  were  not  less  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  distinct  shocks,  and  some  ot  them  were 
very  severe. 

At  Decatur,  Illinois,  for  some  years,  it  would 
seem,  there  has  been  a  Disciple  church  of  some 
strength.  Geo.  F.  Hall  is  the  pastor,  and  for 
some  time  the  "  official  board"  of  the  church  has 
been  trying  to  get  rid  of  him,  but  the  flock  that 
he  feeds  Sunday  after  Sunday  is  so  well  plrased 
with   his    services    that   they   refiae   to   have  him 

j: — : 1      Th»  /-A-.V/.-™  r .„J.-   ,   JWiDle  paper 

of  the  old  school,  has  this  rather  vigorous  way  of 
commenting  on  the  condition  of  that  particular 
church:  "There  used  to  be  a  church  of  Christ  at 
Decatur,  111.,  but  it  seems  that  under  the  molding, 
transmogrifying  influence  of  pastor  Geo.  F.  Hall, 
it  has  degenerated  into  a  '  Campbellite '  concern. 
The  fact  is,  that  if  the  teaching  of  Alexander 
Campbell  had  obtained  in  that  church,  who  close- 
ly followed  the  apostles  in  precept  and  example, 
the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Decatur  never  would 
have  been  a  museum  of  spectacular  scenes,  and 
the  pulpit  never  would  have  been  made  a  jumping- 
board  for  clowns  and  mountebanks." 


ling  the 


Many   are   the   sad   stories    told   conct 
condition  of   the   Armenians  in    Turkey.     A    mis- 
sionary writing  from  Harpoot  to  the   Christian  Her- 
ald says:  "We  have  kept  the  Armenian  sufferers 
alive  during  the  winter.     Had   it   not  been  for  the 
aid  you  sent,  thousands  must  have  perished.     But 
what  touches  me  now,  more  than   the  actual  des- 
titution, is  the  hopelessness  of  their  situation,  un- 
less  some   permanent    relief   can   be   given    them. 
Especially  cattle  are  needed.     The  plowing  for  the 
fall  sowing  must  be  done   now,  while  the  moisture 
is  in  the  ground.     In  the  village  of  Ashvan  I  found 
that  Turks  and  Kurds  were  coming  in  from  neigh- 
ng    villages    and     plowing    the     lands.     Some 
ofth»m  took  the  lands  by  force,  some  take  them 
om  the  landlords,  who   give   the   lands   to  those 
ho  have  cattle  to  work  them.     If  the  Christians 
ise  their  holdings,  it  will  be  only  a  question  of 
me  when  they  will  have  to  give  their  houses  al- 
)  over  to  Turks  and  Kurds,  and  take  to  the  cities, 
where   they  will   live   on    charity   or    die.     In   the 
Charsandjak   region    Christians    are   being   ejected 
jlesale  by  the  landlords.     As   I   passed  through 
llage  the  other  day,  the  whole  village  came  out 
he  road  and  stood  there  weeping  and  crying, 
z  are  hungry,  we  are  hungry,'  as  we  rode  on. 
Their   cry  haunts  me.    I  have   sent  them   a  little  I 
relief  to   put  off  the  day  of  starvation;  but  their  I 


lands  lie  fallow,  their  houses  are  in  ruins,  and  no 
hand  is  stretched  out  to  lift  them  up  and  set  them 
What  is  the  end  to  be?" 


'  feet. 


After  stating  that  the  people  are  afraid  to  attempt 
cultivation  of  the  land,  and  arc  completely  discour- 
aged over  the  outlook,  the  writer  continues:  "  In  the 
village  of  Kopey,— once  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houses,  of  which  only  fifteen  remain,— in  some  hous- 
es there  was  a  little  bread,  in  all  there  were  little 
bunches  of  grass  which  is  now  their  principal 
food.  The  faces  of  the  women  and  children  were 
emaciated  and  yellow.  I  asked  one  little  boy  if 
he  had  eaten  a  piece  of  bread  Jfat  day,  and  he 
replied,  'No;  he  had  eaten  only  grass."  Olher 
children  said  they  had  eaten  a  piece  of  bread  as 
large  as  my  hand.  When  we  sat  down  on  the 
ground,  surrounded  by  most  of  the  villagers,  some 
of  the  children  were  all  the  time  pulling  up  grass 
and  eating  it  roots  and  all.  So  far  as  I  can  judge 
there  are  only  a  few  days  between  the  people  of 
this  village  and  starvation.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
help  them  before  they  reach  that  point.  I  am 
buying  grain  to  take  there  and  distribute." 


On  the  Fourth  of  July  last,  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  appeared  with  forty-five  stars,  showing  that 
there  are  now  that  number  of  States  in  the  Union, 
the  last  added  being  Utah.  When  our  nation  was 
born  there  were  thirteen  States,  and  since  then 
one  after  another  has  been  added  until  the  present 
number  has  been  reached.  In  course  of  time,  New 
Mexico,  Arizona,  Oklahoma,  Indian  Territory  and 
and  then  it  will  become  necessary  to  place  fifty 
stars  on  our  flag.  While  it  is  gratifying  to  learn 
that  our  nation  is  growing  in  strength,  and  that  the 
number  of  States  is  increasing,  it  is,  however,  not 
so  pleasant  to  contemplate  the  great  increase  of 
sin  on  every  hand,  and  the  general  disregard  for 
the  religion  and  principles  of  honesty  of  the  fore- 
fathers. May  the  Lord  increase  our  zeal  that  we 
may  do  much  to  stay  the  incoming  tide  of  evill 


It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  greatest  and 
wisest  sovereign  of  earth  is  a  woman.  We  refer  to 
Queen  Victoria,  who  rules  over  more  subjects  and 
more  territory  than  any  other  living  ruler.  It 
is  said  that  she  rules  over  nearly  one  fourth 
of  the  population  of  the  whole  earth,  and  over 
almost  one-fifth  of  the  territory.  The  sun  never 
sets  on  her  dominion;  her  ships  are  found  on  every 
sea,  and  her  subjects  reside  in  every  land.  The 
Queen  has  just  completed  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  her 
reign,  and  before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  she 
will  have  occupied  the  British  throne  longer  than 
any  other  monarch  in  the  history  of  the  kingdom. 
England  never  had  a  better  ruler.  She  loves  her 
people,  she  has  their  confidence,  and  they  dearly 
love  her.  Never  did  a  woman  more  endear  her- 
self to  a  great  nation  than  this  unassuming  queen. 
She  has  seen  the  earth  come  from  a  state  of  great 
darkness  into  a  marvelous  light,  that  is  proving 
helpful  to  every  nation.  She  has  seen  the  growth 
of  the  printing  press,  the  extension  of  the  railroad 
and  telegraph  systems,  until  it  seems  to  her  al- 
most like  a  new  world.  But  her  days  will  soon  be 
numbered,  and  though  she  has  been  honored  by 
all  the  rulers  of  the  earth  in  her  day,  and  rules  over 
:arly  400,000,000  subjects,  yet,  in  the  final  judg- 
ent,  she  must  stand  before  the  Judge  of  all  the 
rth,  and  render  as  strict  an  account  for  her  man- 
...jr  of  life  as  the  most  humble  subject  in  her  vast 
earthly  realm.  At  the  judgment  both  the  great 
and  the  small  must  stand  on  an  equal  footing. 
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■ESSAYS, 

'  Study  to  show  tlivsi-U  a 

THE  INEVITABLE. 

1  I.IKE  the  man  who  faces  what  he  must 
With  step  triumphant  and  a  heart  of  cheer; 
Who  fights  the  daily  battle  without  fear; 
Sees  his  hopes  fail,  yet  keeps  unfaltering  m 
That  God  Is  God;  that  somehow,  true  and  ju 


His  pla 


tfort 


Is  shed  when  fortune,  whicli  the  world  holds  dear, 

Falls  from  his  grasp;  better,  with  love,  a  crust 

Than  living  in  dishonor;  envies  not 

Nor  loses  faith  in  man  but  does  his  best, 

Nor  ever  murmurs  at  his  humbler  lot. 

Hut  with  a  smile  and  words  of  hope,  give  zest, 

To  every  toiler;  he  alone  is  great, 

Who  by  a  hfe  heroic  conquers  fate, 

—Sarah  Knowles  Bolton  in  Youth's  Companion 

"WHAT  IS  MAN?" 

BY  CHAKLES  M.  VEAKOUT. 

In  Four  Parts Part  One. 

"  What  is  man,  that  thou  shouldest  magnify  him?  and  that 
thou  shouldest  set  thine  heart  upon  him?  and  that  thou 
shouldest  visit  him  every  morning,  and  try  him  every  mo- 
ment?"—Job  7:  17,  18;  Hcb,  2;  6, 

The  above  question,  ''What  is  man,"  is  one  for 
deep  thought  and  meditation.  It  carries  the  mind 
back  to  man's  origin  in  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Much 
theorizing  and  speculating  has  grown  out  of  a 
seeming  misconception  of  the  composition  and 
nature  of  the  chief  object  of  God's  creation.  One 
class  concludes  he  is  wholly  material,  while  anoth- 
-ms  that  he  is  wholly  spir- 
above  positions  meets  the 
of  an  out- 
naterial  and 
spiritual,  mortal  and  immortal,  perishable  and 
imperishable.  The  elements  composing  man  are 
destructible  upon  the  one  side,  and  indestructible 
on  the  other. 

soul^—  was'formed  out  of  the  earth,  and  he  pos- 
sessed no  part  of  his  Creator.  God  said:  "Let  us 
make  man  in  our  image,  after  our  likeness.  So 
God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image 
of  God  created  he  him;  male  and  female  created 
he  them." 
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This  image  and  likeness  did  not  consist  in  form 
alone,  but  embraced  reasoning  powers,  and  God- 
given  qualities  of  mind,  intellect  and  mechanical 
skill.  Man,  in  his  capabilities  and  high  attain- 
ments, is  far  above  Ihe  lower  grades  of  creation. 
Man  was  created  but  a  little  lower  than  the  an- 
gels, and  belongs  to  the  family  of  God  by  inher- 
ent right,  and  for  the  honor  and  glory  of  God  was 
he  created,  while  all  other  living  creatures  were 
created  for  man,  and  his  enjoyment,  and  he  was 
given  dominion  over  them.  Psa.  8:  4-8;  Gen.  I:  28. 
The  Psalmist,  when  meditating  upon  the  chief 
work  of  creation  says;  "I  will  praise  thee;  for  I 
am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made.  Marvelous 
are  thy  works;  and  that  my  soul  knoweth  right 
well." 

In  comparing  man  with  the  lower  grades  of 
creation,  and  seeking  to  trace  his  origin  and  ex- 
istence to  the  godless  doctrine  of  evolution,  and 
survival  of  the  fittest,  God  is  eliminated  from  cre- 
ation, and  we  are  pointed  to  the  baboon,  orang- 
outang, gorilla,  and  monkey  tribes,  as  the  ancestors 
of  mankind,  and  thus  the  reasonable  narration  of 
creation,  and  man's  origin  and  existence  are  cast 
aside,  and  we  arc  launched  into  the  gl< 
skepticism.  The  beautiful  narratives  in  the  Bible 
of  man's  creation  and  endowments  stand  out  as 
living  monuments  of  truth  against  the  skeptical 
reasonings  of  the  materialist,  and  evolutionist, 
and  shine  as  a  bright  light,  around  which  cluster 
gems  of  reason  and  loveliness.  As  jets  from  the 
fountain  of  eternal  Truth,  they  continually  point 
the  children  to  their  Father,  the  creature  to  the 
Creator,  and  inspire  us  with  love  and  reverence 
for  God,  as  the  author  of  our  being,  and  the  high 
relationship  we  sustain  to  him  as  his  offspring. 


THE  OUTWARD  AND  INWARD  MAN  EXAMINED. 

We  have  mind  and  matter,  material  and  imm 
terial   bodies.    These   are  combined   in 
called  by  the  inspired  apostle  " 
and  the  inward  man."     "Though 
perish,  yet    the   inward    m: 
day."     2  Cor.  4:  16;  Eph.  3:  16. 

Material  substances  are  examined  through  the 
senses,  by  feeling,  seeing,  tasting,  etc.  Immate- 
rial substances  are  examined  fron 
of  consciousness.  Attributes  of  th 
soul,  —  are  memory,  love,  hatred,  thinking,  etc. 
Properties  of  the  inner  man  are  actions,  happi- 
ness, misery,  etc.  Memory,  love  and  hatred  have 
never  been  seen,  heard,  or  felt  by  material  bodies, 
yet,  that  they  exist,  no  one  will  deny,  and  they  do 
play  a  very  important  part  in  the  drama  of  life. 
Love  blesses  and  smooths  the  rugged  pathway 
from  the  cradle  to  the  grave.  Hatred  disturbs 
and  makes  miserable  all  who  come  under  its 
blighting  sway.  Love  is  from  a  purified  soul,  ha- 
tred from  a  polluted  one.  The  inner  man,  though 
dwelling  in  this  tabernacle  of  flesh,  is  not  confined 
to  it.  "  For  though  men  keep  my  outward  man 
within  their  locks  and  bars,  yet  by  the  faith  of 
Christ  I  can  mount  higher  than  the  stars." 

"  The  soul's  freedom  is  unimpaired.  It  can  soon 
soar  above  all  restraint,  and  enjoy  divine  fellow- 
ship. No  prison  walls  are  so  thick  that  prayer 
cannot  pierce  them.  No  dungeon  gloom  is  so 
dark  that  it  may  not  be  radiated  with  celestial 
light."  The  mind  is  often  active,  while  the  ma- 
terial body  is  unconscious,  —  inactive,  —  lying  in 
the  silent  embrace  of  slumber.  How  often  does 
the  mind  visit  friends  and  the  haunts  of  hap- 
py childhood,  and  spend  pleasantly  hours  and 
days,  seemingly,  of  uninterrupted  conversation  and 
association.  So  real  are  these  visits,  and  fraught 
with  so  much  pleasure,  that  it  is  sometimes  hard 
to  convince  ourselves  that  we  are  not  there  in 
body.  The  body  can  be,  and  often  is,  confined; 
but  the  mind  can  penetrate  iron  bars  and  stone 
walls.     It  cannot   be    confined.     It  traverses  space 

fined  to  earthly  scenes.  "  For  though  I  be  absent 
in  the  flesh,  yet  am  I  with  you  in  the  spirit,  joy- 
ing and  beholding  your  order,  and  the  steadfast- 
ness of  your  faith  in  Christ."  Col.  2:  5;  I  Cor.  5:  3. 
iderful  being.  "In  a  mortal  body 
immortal  soul.  In  this  perishable 
n  imperishable  spirit.  Within  this 
temple  shines  a  light  that  will  al- 
that  will  never  be  extinguished.  As  to 
are  finite;  to  the  future  we  are  infinite 


sha 


die; 


If  ye  live  after  the  flesh  ye 
through  the  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
body  ye  shall  live."  Rom.  8;  13.  "Now  the 
works  of  the  flesh  are  manifest,  which  are  these; 
adultery,  fornication,  uncleanness,  lasciviousness, 
idolatry,  witchcraft,  hatred,  variance,  emulations, 
wrath,  strife,  seditions,  heresies,  envyings,  mur- 
ders, drunkenness,  revelings,  and  such  like.  .  .  . 
But  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  long- 


suffering,  gentleness,  goodne 
temperance:  against  such  there 
that  are  Christ's  have  crucified 
fections  and  lusts."  Gal.  5:  19 
predominates,  the  will  of  the  f 
versa. 

Westphalia,  Kansas. 
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and  love;  for  God  breathed  into  us  a  livi 
and  that  spirit,  like  himself,  is  clothed  with  im- 
mortality." Material  things  will  not  and  cannot 
satisfy  the  inner  man;  it  craves  for  more.  Im- 
mortal beings  seek  immortal  associations,  and  have 
eternal  aspirations.  This  opens  the  secret  of  the 
endurance,  and  even  rejoicing,  of  the  martyrs, 
while  yielding  up  their  lives  at  the  burning  stake 
or  on  the  roasting  rack. 

The  mind  can  impart  or  give  to  others  all  the 
knowledge  it  possesses  and  lose  nothing  by  so  do- 
ing. It  is  like  an  inexhaustible  fountain  from 
which  a  stream  continually  flows,  but  the  fountain 
grows  no  less.  To  take  from  any  material  sub- 
stance, there  is  a  lessening  of  the  body  from 
which  the  piece  is  taken;  not  so  with  the  inner 
man.  The  mind  cannot  be  filled  to  overflowing, 
but  continues  to  develop  and  expand  all  through 
life,  while  the  body  attains  its  development  and 
growth  in  from  eighteen  to  twenty-five  years. 
The  inner  man  will  not  attain  to  its  full  devel- 
opment and  possibilities  in  this  life. 

THE  OUTWARD  MAN  OPPOSED  TO  THE  INWARD  MAN. 

"With  the  mind,  I  myself  serve  the  law  ot  God; 
but   with  the  flesh   the  law  of  sin."     Rom,  7:  25, 


THE  TRUE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OOD— John  14:  20. 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

To  a  Sister  in  Virginia:— 

I  thank  God  that  your  letter  evinces  such  a 
strong  and  growing  bias  Christward.  Such  an 
earnest  straining  in  a  certain  direction  will  not 
fail  to  win  the  goal  in  due  time.  There  is  not  a 
surer  indication  of  a  state  of  grace  than  inces- 
sant longing  for  higher  attainments  in  the  divine 
life.  Contentment  with  low  aspirations  and  partial 
achievements,  is  a  sad  register  of  spiritual  stagna- 
tion and  jeopardy. 

hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  we  will 
not  only  be  filled,  but  we  are  already  filled  with  a 
divine  impulsion  which  originates  and  ends  in  God. 
Blessed  are  the  Christ-longing  souls;  they  will  ul- 
timately see  Him  as  he  is,  and  be  like  Him.  1 
John  3:  2.  Our  "high  calling"  is  the  absolute 
perfection  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus;  and  our  aspi- 
rations are  limitless.  Philpp.  3:  14.  To  be  like 
Christ,— the  All-Holy,  the  All-beautiful,  the  Infin- 
itely-Blessed,— this  is  the  ambition  of  the  renewed 
soul. 

This  will  make  you  the  model  wife,  the  model 

mother,   ths   model  Christia"-       '»>/  « — 

cient  for  thee,"  means  no  less  for  you  than  for  the 
Apostle  Paul.  2  Cor.  12:  9.  Read  the  passage 
and  context  carefully,  and  see  what  the  grace  of 
Christ  will  do  for  the  perfectly  consecrated  soul. 
Paul  was  no  exception  as  to  the  possibilities  of 
the  Christian  life.  What  God  did  for  him  in  the 
matter  of  personal  experience,  He  will  do  for  any 
soul  of  like  surrender.  It  is  pitiful  what  excuses 
we  invent  for  our  shallow  attainments  in  holi- 
ness, and  our  lethargy  in  the  divine  service. 
Look  at  the  primitive  saints  and  see  against  what 
odds  they  became  the  astonishment  of  heaven  and 
earth  and  hell  in  their  jubilant  triumphs  over  loss 
and  suffering,  and  persecution  and  martyrdom. 
We  have  the  same  Jesus  to  sustain  us,  the  same 
testimony  to  bear,  the  same  heaven  to  win.  I  am 
determined  to  plead  for  the  cross  in  all  its  original 
efficacy, — for  a  living,  present,  indwelling,  omnip- 
otent Savior.     Short  of  this,  Jesus  died  in  vain. 

The  first  century  had  no  monopoly  of  miracles. 
Every  truly  redeemed  soul  is  a  fresh  demonstra- 
tion of  "  God  manifest  in  the  flesh."  Such  a  soul 
will  "show  forth"  all  that  is  implied  in  1  Pet.  r- 
9.  The  "peculiarity"  of  the  "chosen  generation, 
the  royal  priesthood,"  lies  deeper  than  externals. 
It  is  so  easy  to  be  baptized,  but  so  hard  to  suffer  the 
crucifixion  unto  death  of  which  it  is  a  symbol.  It 
is  so  easy  to  wash  feet,  but  so  hard  to  stoop 
in  self-sacrificing  service  to  the  very  lowest  and 
"least  honorable"  members  in  the  body  of  Christ. 
It  is  so  easy  to  partake  of  the  emblems  of  the 
atonement,  but  so  hard  to  exhibit  the  divine 
strength  and  longsuffering,  and  sacrifice  that  char- 
acterizes those  that  "eat  the  flesh  and  drink  the 
blood  of  the  Son  of  Man."  "It  is  the  SpiR't 
that  quickeneth!'     John  6:  53,  63. 

It  is  so  easy  to  dress  plain,  but  so  hard  to  be 
"meek  and  lowly  in  heart."  Christians  are  Chris- 
tians because  "Christ  dwells  in  their  hearts  by 
faith,"  and  not  because  they  wear  the  badges  ot 
this  supreme  fact.  Eph.  3:  17;  Rom.  2:  28'  2?' 
The  badges  are  divinely  appointed  because  of  the" 


July  25.  l896- 

representative  appropriateness;  but  the  inward  re- 
alities are  constitutional  and  absolute.  "Marvel 
not  that  I  said  unto  you,  Ye  must  be  born  again." 
John  3:  7-  In  a"  tl>e  universe,  so  far  as  the  hu- 
man mind  is  capable  of  gathering  analogies  from 
the  works  of  God,  no  dead  medium  can  effect  a 
birth.  But  it  can  symbolize  it,  and  thus  stand  in 
vital  connection  with  it.  "Even  so  hath  the  Lord 
ordained." 

The  Everlasting  Father  alone  can  generate  chil- 
dren for  His  eternal  glory.  "  Born  of  God  "  is  the 
only  security  for  Rom.  8:  16,  17.  The  Christian 
life  would  be  unworthy  of  the  incarnation  if  it 
were  less  than  very  God  Himself  in  all  the  inter- 
ests and  manifestations  of  our  daily  occupations 
and  experiences.  "Christ  in  us  the  hope  of  glory," 
is  God's  own  definition  of  a  Christian. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 
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INVESTIGATION. 
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Every  inquiring  mind  has  a  disposition  to  in- 
stigate. It  is  by  this  means  that  the  child 
it  sees  anything  new,  its  first  im- 
5  to  thoroughly  examine  it.  God  has 
implanted  in  every  rational  being  this  faculty  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree.  In  some  this  is  much 
more  fully  developed  than  in  others.  One  farmer 
is  content  to  move  along  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  has  been  doing  for  years,  while  another  is  look- 
ing about  with  an  investigating  eye,  to  improve  his 
stock,  the    productiveness  of  his  land,  new  crc 


etc.     He 


nay 


netu 


spend 


tin 


money  in  his  investigations  and  find  no  improve- 
ment. This  can  easily  be  true.  Many  things  come 
up  for  investigation  that  do  not  prove  to  be  what 
was  at  first  supposed. 

Nevertheless,  only  by  investigation  can  the  true 
facts  be  obtained.  Not  very  long  ago,  a  few  news- 
papers began  to  make  mention  of  X  rays,  a  sys- 
itgm  of  photography,  by  which  photographs  could 
*oe  tatceii  tnrough  wood  or  clotn,  or  llnuugli 
the  human  body.  Many  persons,  and  the  writer 
amongst  them,  simply  looked  upon  it  as  a  newspaper 
story,  saying  that  such  a  thing  was  unreasonable 
and  impossible.  Nevertheless,  regardless  of  what 
we  thought  about  it,  there  is  now  no  question  as 
to  those  statements  being  true.  I  have  once  more 
forcibly  realized  the  fact  of  how  little  we  human 
creatures  really  know,  and  how  readily  we  change 
our  minds  after  proper  investigation. 

The  spirit  of  investigation  is  a  cardinal  j 
of  the  Gospel  and  the  Brethren  church. 
all  things  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is 
The  spirit  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  .._. 
ways  been  to  prevent  investigation,  as  she  did  not 
desire  that  the  workings  of  the  church  be  brought 
to  light.  Christ  says  in  John  3:  21,  "He  that  do- 
eth  truth  cometh  to  the  light."  Truth  never  loses 
by  investigation. 
Thus  has  it  always  been  in  the  Br 


inciple 
1  Prove 
good." 


church 
investigation  showed  that  we  could  get 


advantage 
ripatient  be- 


tigated.    Under  these  circumstances  there  are  two 
classes  of  persons  who  are  particularly  noticeable- 

1.  The   class  who  think  they  see*  an 
■  n  a  change  and  are  likely  to  become 
cause  the  change  comes  so  slowly. 

It  is  perfectly  right  for  a  person  to  use  his 
powers  earnestly  to  bring  about  a  good  thing,  but 
sometimes  the  old  adage  proves  true  even  here, 
"The  more  haste  the  less  speed." 

Again,  it  is  well  to  remember  that  when  one 
does  all  he  can  to  bring  about  a  desired  result,  in 
the  church,  the  responsibility  is  then  on  the  church 
and  not  on  himself. 

2.  The  other  class  referred  to  is  composed  of 
those  who  object  to  a  proposed  change.  The  rea- 
sons for  opposing  the  change  are  various. 

(a)  After  thorough  investigation  the  change 
asked  for  is  supposed  not  to  be  for  the  best. 

(*)  An  aversion  to  changing  a  long-established 
custom.  The  first  reason  is  a  good  one.  When  a 
subject  is  presented  it  becomes  every  one  to  inves- 
tigate the  subject  for  himself,  and  if  his  investi- 
gations show  him  that  a  proposed  change  is  not 
for  the  best,  it  is  his  duty  to  take  that  position. 

The  second  reason  is  not  often  a  good  one  for 
opposing  a  change.  Everybody  has,  to  a  greater 
or  lesser  extent,  a  way  of  doing  things,  and  there 
is  no  occasion  for  changing  tha*  way  unless  some 
better  way  can  be  found,  but  for  us  to  refuse  to 
even  look  into  the  merits  of 
because  we  think 


proposed  change, 
way  is  good  enough,  is  not 


Anothe 


point  to  consider  is,  that  other  persons 
wno   have   considered   a   subject  may   be   right  as 
well  as  ourselves. 
To  sum  the  matter  up: 

1.  The  spirit  of  the  Gospel  is  in  favor  of  inves- 
tigation. 

2.  The  Brethren  church  has  as  one  of  its  cardi- 
nal principles,  Prove  all  things  and  hold  fast  to 
that  which  is  good. 

3.  Because  there  seems  to  be  a  demand  for  some 
changes  in  manners  and  customs  is  no  good  ground 
for  any  one  to  conclude  that  the  church  is  on  the 

4.  Because  changes  do  not  come  so  fast  as  some 
would  like,  is  no  reason  for  becoming  discouraged. 
Let  all  be  of  one  mind,  and  let  that  mind  be  to 
get  at  the  truth,  do  any  and  all  things  that  will 
truly  further  the  cause  of  Christ  and  be  to  the  honor 
and  glory  of  God! 


Whene 

nearer  the  Gospel  than  befon  , 

ready  than  we  are,  to  come  to  that. 

occasionally   find    a   person,  even  i 

church,  who  thinks  that  the  church 

"ecause   we    do   certain    things   in 

nothing  else   could  be 

and  sisters   now  living 

look 


•ight. 


,ple 

Of  course,  w 
1  the  Brethrei 
is  perfect,  an< 

certain  ways 
:   are  brethrei 


tin 


did  not 


upon  some  of 
work  with  the  favo 
stanc 


ost   important  church 


r  they  n 
ssionary  work,  Sunday  school,  tract  work, 
°°ls  conducted  by  brethren,  etc.  What  has 
ught  about  these  changes  of  thought  and  ac- 
lf  Investigation.  This  spirit  of  investigation 
1  P"t  of  our  church  polity,  and  it  is  useless 
attempt  to  prevent  it.  The  better  plan  is  to 
guidance  of  the  investigation, 
ere  have  been  many  advances  made  in  the 
"■  and  still  investigation  goes  on.  When  a 
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erhood,   it  is  evident  that  it  is  being  inves- 


Thc 


questu 


SPRINKUNd  vs.  IM/HERSION.-PRO  AND  CON. 

Part  Four. 

BAPTISM  IN  PROPHECY  CONSIDERED  IN  FAVOR  OF 
SPRINKLING. 

We  will  next  consider  baptism  in  the  light  of 
prophecy;  and  then  look  to  its  fulfillment  in  the 
Gospel.  In  Isaiah  52:  15,  we  have  this  remarka- 
ble language,  "  So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations; 
the  kings  shall  shut  their  mouths  at  him:  for  that 
which  had  not  been  told  them  shall  they  see;  and 
that  which  they  had  not  heard  shall  they  consid- 
er."    The  prophet  here  has  a  vision  of  Christ  and 


;  kingdom,  and  the  manner  in 
:  inducted  into  the  kingdom. 
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which  his  subjects 
The  prophet  Eze- 
language  in  fore 
kingdom.  "Ther 
you,  and  ye  shal 
;ss,    and   from   al 


your  sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  your 
old  men  shall  dream  dreams,  your  young  men  shall 
see  vision:  and  also  upon  the  servants  and  upon 
the  handmaids  in  those  days  will  I  pour  out  my 
Spirit."  Here  the  Holy  Ghost  is  represented  as 
coming  upon  the  disciples  as  water  would  fall 
from  the  clouds,  or  drops  of  water  from  the  hand; 
and  this  is  called  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  the  Gospel.  This  is  in  fulfillment  of  prophecy, 
and  is  a  proof  of  sprinkling  in  Christian  baptism. 

John's  baptism  is  another  instance  of  the  fulfill- 
ment of  prophecy.  John's  own  statement  of  the 
nature  of  his  baptism  shows  that  it  is  of  the  same 
mode  as  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  "  I  in- 
deed have  baptized  you  with  water;  but  he  shall 
baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost."     Mark  1:  8. 

We  have  already  shown  that  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  on  Pentecost  was  by  sprinkling— that 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  represented  as  coming  upon  the 
disciples,  as  drops  of  rain  from  the  clouds— and 
this  proves  how  John's  baptism  was  performed. 
This  is  further  seen  in  the  peculiar  language  used 
to  express  what  John  did:  "I  indeed  have  bap- 
tized you  with  water." 

In  order  to  baptize  with  mater,  he  must  apply 
the  water  to  the  person  to  be  baptized.  This 
makes  it  easy  to  understand  how  John  was  able 
to  baptize  the  multitudes  that  came  to  his  bap- 
tism. Aided  with  a  bunch  ot  hyssop,  he  could 
easily  have  dipped  it  in  the  river  and  sprinkled 
them  by  dozens  as  they  stood  along  the  banks  of 
Jordan.  "  Purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shall  be 
clean:  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow." 
Psa.  51:  7.  This  was  according  to  prophecy: 
"Then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and 
ye  shall  be  clean."  By  this  we  interpret  the  bap- 
tism of  the  three  thousand  on  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost, the  baptism  of  Paul,  the  baptism  of  the  eu- 
nuch, and  of  the  jailer  and  his  household. 


In  referring  to  the  preceding  proofs  for  sprink- 
ling, drawn  from  prophecy,  it  is  important  that  we 
..„.i„  ,,i.o-siniii  perrorm  tnis  work  ot  sprinkling; 
when  it  shall  be  done;  and  for  whom  it  shall  be 
done.  Ezekiel  introduces  the  language  quoted 
thus:  "For  I  will  take  you  from  among  the  hea- 
then, and  gather  you  out  of  all  countries,  and 
bring  you  into  your  own  land.  Then  will  /sprinkle 
clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  clean  from 
all  your  filthiness,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
cleanse  you." 

This  work  will  be  done  by  the  Lord  himself,  and 
it  shall  be  done  for  the  Jews  when  they  have 
been  brought  again  into  their  own  land.  Isaiah 
seems  to  include  the  Gentiles  when  he  says,  "So 
shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations."  The  Septuagint 
version  of  the  Bible  reads,  "  So  shall  he  astonish 
many  nations.  The  work,  however,  is  the  Lord's. 
In  the  same  connection  it  says  that  he  will  also 
give  them  a  "new  heart,"  and  put  his  "spirit" 
within  them.  This  shows  that  it  is  an  internal 
work,— a  work  that  cleanses  the  soul  of  man,— a 
work  which  only  the  Lord  can  do. 

Now  let  us  turn  to  the  Gospel  and  see  who  is  to 
Did  our    Lord  ever  administer   the  ordi- 
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This  is  the  language  of  prophecy,  and  must 
reach  its  fulfillment  in  the  Gospel.  Here  the  word 
"sprinkle"  is  used,  and  in  such  a  way  as  to  indi- 
cate the  initial  rite  of  Christ's  kingdom.  If  we 
establish  the  fact  that  sprinkling  was  practiced  as 
the  mode  of  baptism,  in  fulfillment  of  prophecy, 
then  we  establish  sprinkling  as  the  only  mode  of 
Christian  baptism.  Then,  by  it,  we  can  interpret 
all  the  other  cases  of  baptism  recorded  in  the 
Gospel. 

The  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  on  Pentecost 
was  in  fulfillment  of  prophecy.  The  prophet  Joel 
(2:  28)  says,  "And  it  shall  come  to  pass  afterward, 
that  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh;  and 


the  law  and  testimony  we 
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isciples"  (John  4:  2).  Wa- 
tered by  human  agency, — 
sters  of  Christ.  Then  the 
nkling  of 


baptii 

nance  of  baptism? 
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baptism  of  the   Holy  Spirit,  and  th 

the  blood  of  Christ,  the  Lord  has  1 

own    hands.     He    alone    can     do    it.     Sprinkling, 

then,  is  not  baptism;  for  if  the  prophets  declared 
that  the  Lord  shall  sprinkle  many  nations,  and  the 
Gospel  declares  that  Jesus  baptized  not;  therefore 
sprinkling  is  not  baptism.  All  the  sprinkling  in 
the  law  and  the  prophets  pointed  forward  to  the 
sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Christ.  All  the  sprink- 
ling named  in  the  Gospel  refers  directly,  or  indi- 
rectly to  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Christ: 
"Elect  according  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  the 
Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto 
obedience  and  sprinkling  of  tlie  blood  of  Jesus  Christ." 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSErisrGl-EI?/. 


J»'y  25  1896. 


(1  Pet.  1:  2.)  "Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true 
heart  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  our  bodies 
washed  with  pure  water."  (Heb.  10:  22).  "And 
to  Jesus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  to 
the  blood  of  sprinkling,  that  speakcth  better  things 
than  that  of  Abel."     (Heb.  12:  24). 

Then  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  the  work 
of  the  Lord  upon  the  spiritual  nature  oi  man.  On 
the  Day  of  Pentecost,  in  fulfillment  of  the  prophe- 
cy of  Joel,  "there  came  a  sound  from  heaven,  as 
of  a  rushing  mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the 
house  where  they  were  sitting.  And  there  ap- 
peared unto  them  cloven  tongues  like  as  of  fire, 
and  it  sat  upon  each  of  them.  And  they  were 
ill  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost."  (Acts  2:  2-4.) 
The  symbol  of  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
filled  all  the  house  where  they  were  sitting;  and 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  was 
not  the  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  that  made  it  a 
baptism;  but  its  wonderful  and  miraculous  effects 
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sitting  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  The  descent  of  the 
Spirit  as  the  rushing  sound  of  a  mighty  wind,  its  fill- 
ing the  house  and  the  disciples,  is  as  clear  a  case 
of  the  immersion  of  the  souls  of  the  disciples  in 
the  influence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  is 
the  immersion  of  the  body  in  water. 

John's  baptism  was  performed  by  a  Baptist, 
John,  himself.  Any  one  acquainted  with  the 
Greek  Testament  knows  that  "I  indeed  baptize 
you  with  water,"  reads,  "Ego  m.n  baptizo  humas 
en  hmiali  "  and  in  any  other  connection  than  with 
W:-.-  -"  rir-.Ir  ^h«u«  urnrild  render  the 
phrase  en  hndati,  by  "in  water,"  instead  of  with 
water.  The  word  en  in  Greek  means  the  same  as 
in  in  English.  It  may  be  rendered  by  with,  to  de- 
note instrumentality.  We  wash  clothing  with  wa- 
ter by  putting  it  into  the  water.  We  thresh  wheat 
with  a  machine  by  putting  the  wheat  into  and 
through  the  machine.  We  heat  iron  with  fire  by 
putting  it  into  the  fire.  D.  H. 


THE  SOUL. 


BY  SAMUEL  MURRAY. 


ng  to  be  Christians,  and  desiring  to 
know  something  about  the  soul.  A  medical  man 
being  present, «aid,  "I  can  tell  you  what  the  soul 
is  It  is  the  blood.  You  take  the  blood  out  of  a 
man  and  he  is  dead."  I  said,  "  You  can  hang  or 
choke  a  man  to  death  without  taking  the  blood. 

Bro  Hoover  said,  "The  man,  the  soul,  dies;  the 
spirit  cannot  die."  Very  true,  as  he  said,  the  soul 
and  spirit  are  not  one  and  the  same  thing.  Some 
one  now  says,  "  Tell  us  what  is  the  soul."  I  will 
leave  that  for  some  abler  mind  to  tell. 

There  is  much  said  about  the  soul.  Preachers 
say  much  about  it;  hence  1  think  it  important  to 
know  something  about  the  soul.  There  is  so  much 
said  about  the  souls  in  the  Bible  that  we  ought  to 
know  much  about  it.  We  are  all  taught  to  be 
much  concerned  about  the  soul.  Doctor  Schaffs 
idea,  in  regard  to  the  soul,  strikes  me  favorably. 
He  says  the  word  "  soul  "  is  used  in  a  wider  sense 
and  designates  the  whole  immaterial  or  spiritual 
nature  of  man,  assuming  that  man  consists  of  body 
and  soul.  God  said  to  man,  "  Dust  thou  art  and  to 
dust  thou  shalt  return  again." 

Christ  said,  "What  will  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain 
the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul,  or  what  will 
a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?"  He  also 
speaks  of  a  rich  man,  who  talked  of  pulling  down 
his  barns,  and  building  larger  ones,  to  store  away  his 
fruits  and  goods,  and  said  to  his  soul,  "  Thou  hast 
nuch   goods  laid  up   for  many  years;  take  thine 

ase;  eat,  drink  and  be  merry."  But  God  said  un- 
to him:  "  Thou  fool;  this  night  thy  soul  shall  be  re- 
quired of  thee,  then  whose  shall  those  things  be 
which  thou  hast  provided?"  Luke  12:  18,  19,  20. 
It  is  to  be  feared  that  many  of  us  are  living  entire- 
ly too  careless.  We  never  stop  to  learn  what  we 
are  and  what  we  ought  to  be.  Let  us  try  to  learn 
all  about  the  soul  we  can.  We  all  know,  or  should 
know,  that  we  have  a  soul  to  save  or  to  lose.  If 
lost,  we  cannot  give  anything  in  exchange  for  it. 
Ministers  need  to  be  on  their  guard  as  well  as  oth- 
ers. 

Somebody  has  said,  "We  have  preachers  who 
have  more  of  this  world's  goods  than  they  have 

anv  use  for    -,nrl  *rr  aUn  faWncr  all  rhev  ran  act  for 

preaching."     If  it  is  true,  I  would  say,  Take  pattern 
by  our  dear  departed  Bro.  Gish,  and  preach  the 
Gospel  at  your  own  expense. 
Mexico,  /nd.      _   

THE  HOPE  OF  ETERNAL  LIFE. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

Eternal  life!  Of  all  treasures  none  equals  it 
It  is  the  one  thing  needful.  Of  all  things  in  this 
vorld,  it  is  this  for  which  we  should  live  and  labor 


"  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth. 
And  the  earth  was  without  form,  and  void;  and  darkness  was 
upon  the  face  of  the  deep.  And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  up- 
on the  face  of  the  waters."— Gen.  I:  1,2. 

"  And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image,  after  oui 

likeness So  God  created  man  in  his  own  image,  ir 

the  image  o[  God  created  he  him;  male  and  female  creat 
ed  be  them.— Gen.  I:  26,  27. 

"And  the  Lord  God  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground 
and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life;  and  man  be 
came  a  living  soul." — Gen.  2:  7. 

Now  the  question  is,  What  is  the  soul  of  man? 
There  has,  perhaps,  been  more  speculation  on  this 
subject  than  on  any  other  Bible  question  and  that 
by  educated  men  who  hold  different  views.  Bro. 
O.  Perry  Hoover  went  into  this  perplexing  ques- 
tion with  much  ability.  I  read  his  article  with 
much  interest,  and  now  write  simply  for  more  in- 
formation. I  understood  him  to  say  that  the  soul 
is  the  man,  or  the  man  is  the  soul.  Well,  accord- 
ing to  what  God  said,  when  he  formed  man,  he 
breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  man,  and  then  he 
said,  man  became  a  living  soul.  I  heard  old  Bro. 
Nead  once,  in  preaching,  speak  of  the  soul.  He 
paused  a  little  and  then  said,  "  Perhaps  you  would 
like  for  me  to  tell  you  what  the  soul  is  "  He  then 
put  his  fingers  to  his  forehead  and  said,  "  I  would 
not  be  surprised  if  it  were  right  in  there." 

Some  say  the  spirit  is  the  soul.  I  once  heard 
the  question  asked,  in  the  presence  of  several  men, 


DEATH. 

"  The  wages  of  sin  is  death."  Rom.  6:  23. 
There  are  three  kinds  of  death,  and  corresponding 
to  them  there  are  three  kinds  of  life.  Death  is  a 
separation. 

1.  Spiritual  death  is  the  separation  of  God  and 
the  soul.  "Your  iniquities  have  separated  between 
you  and  your  God."  Isa.  59:  2.  "  Dead  in  trespas- 
ses and  sins."  Eph.  2;  I,  This  spiritual  death 
Adam  and  Eve  died  on  the  day  that  they  ate  of 
the  forbidden  fruit. 

2.  Natural  death  is  the  separation  of  body  and 
soul.  We  read,  "  And  as  her  soul  was  in  departing 
(for  she  died)."  Gen.  35;  18.  "Let  this  child's 
soul  come  into  him  again."  I  Kings  17:  21. 
"  Again  "  implies  that  it  once  had  been  in  the  body 
of  the  child,  but  had  left  it;  hence  natural  death. 
"We  are  willing  to  be  absent  from  the  body,  and 
to  be  present  with  the  Lord."     2  Cor.  5:  8. 

3.  Eternal  death  is  the  separation  of  body  and 
soul  from  God  in  the  world  to  come.  "  Depart 
from  me,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  devil  and  his  angels."     Matt.  25:  41. 


1.  Spiritual  life  is  the  union  of  God  and  the  soul. 
To  effect  this  union,  sin,— the  cause  of  spiritual 
death,— must  first  be  removed.  "  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 


world!"  John  I:  29.  "Come  unto  me,"  says  the 
Savior.  This  union  of  God  and  the  soul  Paul  calls 
a  quickening  unto  life,— spiritual  life. 

2.  Natural  life  is  the  union  of  body  and  soul. 
"O  Lord,  my  God,  I  pray  thee,  let  this  child's  soul 
come  into  him  again.  And  the  soul  of  the  child 
came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived."  1  Kings  i7: 
21,  22. 

As  of  the  soul,  so  of  the  body;  when  sin,  cor- 
ruption, and  mortality,  shall  have  been  removed 
from  it,  then  it  will  again  come  forth  in  a  glorified 
state,  and  be  reunited  with  the  soul.  This  bring- 
ing together  of  body  and  soul,  the  Bible  calls  a 
resurrection  from  death  unto  life. 

3.  Eternal  life  is  the  union  of  this  glorified  body 
and  soul  with  God  in  the  eternal  world.  While 
"  depart"  will  seal  the  doom  of  the  wicked;  "  come" 
will  crown  the  felicity  and  glory  of  the  righteous.  , 
"  Then  shall  the  King  say  unto  them  on  his  right 
hand,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world."     Matt.  25:  34. 

Beauty,  glory,  honor,  felicity,  know'edge,  power, 
angels,  and  God,— therefore  all  good, — from  above, 
and  the  redeemed  and  glorified  bodies  and  souls  of 
the  saints  from  below,  shall  all  be  brought  togeth- 
er. "  And  so  shall  we  ever  be  with  the  Lord."  1 
Thess.  4:  17.  What  a  grand  and  glorious  union! 
What  a  happy  meeting!  This  union  will  be  eternal 
life;  for  there  will  be  no  more  separation  or  death. 
Sin  will  have  no  more  dominion  over  the  re- 
deemed. 

"  HOPE." 

Hope  is  a  desire  of  some  good,  with  a  belief 
that  it  is  obtainable.  "  Hope  of  eternal  life,"  is 
the  desire  of  eternal  life,  with  a  belief  that  it  is  ob- 
tainable. Have  all  men  a  desire  of  eternal  life? 
Yes.  Have  all  men  a  faith,  or  belief,  that  they  will 
obtain  eternal  life?  No.  This  "  faith  comes  by 
hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God."  Rom. 
10:  17.  God,  in  his  word,  gave  a  promise  of  eter- 
nal life  to  his  people.  He  gave  his  promise  and 
confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  "  That  by  two  immutable 
things,  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we 

refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  us:  >4 
-which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both 
sure  and  steadfast,  and  which  entereth  into  that 
within  the  vail:  Whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us  en- 
tered, even  Jesus,  made  a  high  priest  for  ever  after 
the  order  of  Melchisedec."     Heb.  6:  18-20. 

God  cannot  change,  therefore  his  promise  and 
oath  cannot  fail,  and  are  immutable.  Man  has  a 
strong  desire  for,  and  is  seeking  after,  glory,  im- 
mortality, and  eternal  life.  This  gift  is  only  ob- 
tained through  Christ,  who  is  our  life.  This  world 
is  not  our  home.  We  are  sailing  for  eternity.  The 
tempest  is  high.  The  storm  is  raging.  The  floods 
of  sorrow  and  affliction  are  deep.  But  thanks  to 
God,  for  he  so  loved  us  that  he  sent  his  Son— the 
ark  of  safety,— the  ship  of  life,— to  take  us  all  safe- 
ly to  the  haven  of  rest.  Hope  is  the  Christian's 
anchor.  "  Which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the 
soul."  This  anchor  is  fixed  in  Christ,  the  Rock  of 
Ages,  and  united  to  the  soul  of  the  Christian  by  the 
ble  of  faith.  Thus  Jesus,  our  forerunner,— in  the 
sailed  over  there,  and  carried  the 
the  vail;  and  when  the  storms  of  life 
11  all  safely  sail  within  the  dock. 
1  faith,  for  your  anchor  of  hope  is  in 
Christ,  the  Rock  of  Ages.  But  disobedience  wil 
sever  the  strong  cable  of  faith  from  the  Lord. 
One  act  of  disobedience  severed  Moses'  faith  of  en- 
tering into  the  promised  Canaan.  Has  the  Lo^ 
ever  promised  eternal  life  to  those  wh 
obey?  Never;  no  never.  "  Not  every 
saith  unto  me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter 
kingdom  of  heaven;  but  he  that  doeth  the 
my  Father  which  is  in  heaven."     Matt.  7:  2 

Some  one  asked  Jesus,  "  What  good  thing  ■ 
do,  that  I  may  have  eternal  life?  "     He 
"If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  conl^c|u. 
ments."     Matt.  19:  16,  17.     Let  us  hear  the  co 
sion  of  the  whole  matter,  "  Blessed  are  they  tha  ^ 
his  commandments,  that  they  may  have  nght     .^ 
tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  ga  e 


life-boat,- 
:hor  wi 
are  past  w 
Be  strong  i 


that 
into  the 


:  shall  I 
swereA 


July  25. 


THE    GOSPEL    MESSENGER. 


469 


the  city."  Rev-  22:  '<!•  True,  we  cannot  merit  eter- 
nal life.  We  must  obtain  it  as  a  gift.  "  The  wages 
of  sin  is  death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life." 
Rom.  6:  23.  But  it  is  also  true  that  the  Lord  never 
promised  this  gift  unless  we  do  his  will.  Disobedi- 
ence was  the  cause  of  man's  expulsion  from  Eden, 
wherein  was  the  tree  of  life.  Without  obedience 
the  Lord  has  never  promised  to  receive  him  back, 
and  grant  him  the  gift  of  eternal  life.  Christ  says, 
"  1  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life."  John  14: 
6,  Who?  Jesus  Christ  "  is  the  true  God,  and  eter- 
nal life."  1  John  5:  20.  How  important,  then, 
the  command,  "  Come  unto  me!  "  We  must  for- 
sake all  before  we  can  follow  Jesus.  "  Whosoever 
he  be  of  you  that  forsaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,  he 
cannot  be  my  disciple."  Luke  14:  33.  We  must 
come  out  of  sin  and  death  before  we  can  enter  into 
Christ.  "  As  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized 
into  Christ,  have  put  on  Christ."  Gal.  3:  27.  In 
the  Bible  water  baptism  and  the  baptism  by  the 
associated   one   with   the  other.     First, 


exercised  when  the  rejoinder  takes  on  a  different 
tone;  as  in  moments  of  perplexity  over  dark  provi- 
dences, in  facing  a  seeming  failure  of  the  divine 
promise,  in  view  of  suffering  not  to  be  relieved. 
Then,  as  the  prayer  ascends,  "  Lord,  what  shall 
these  afflicted  ones  do?  "  "  And  what  wilt  thou  do 
for  thy  great  name?  "  "  How  shall  thy  ways  be 
justified  to  men?"  our  wearied  sympathies  and 
drooping  faith  find  healing  in  the  calm  reply, 
"  What  is  that  to  thee?"  For  that  reply  is  a  re- 
minder of  God's  sovereignty  and  our  subjection,  of 
his  vision  and  our  short-sightedness;  it  is  a  dis- 
charge from  our  self  assumed  responsibility,  a  rest 
to  the  soul.  Right  peace  have  they  who  realize 
before  the  Judge  their  limitations,  who  leave  to 
him  the  things  he  has  kept  in  his  own  power,  and, 
without  looking  around  to  scan  and  criticise  his 
dealings,  heed  his  clear  word  of  personal  direction 
falling  once  and  again  upon  the  ear,  "  Follow  thou 


Sin  has  always  been  blind.  So  it  was  then,  so  it 
is  now  Though  the  manner  of  warfare  is  changed, 
the  forces  are  the  same.  As  victory  was  then  al- 
ways on  the  side  of  right,  so  it  is  yet,  but  seen  only 
by  faith.  In  every  engagement  to-day,  we  can 
have  the  Lord  with  us  just  as  surely  as  then;  and 
the  victory,  though  it  may  be  slow  in  coming,  will 
be  as  surely  on  the  side  of  right. 


What  must  always  seer 
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water  baptism;  then  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit, 
a  sign,  water  baptism  teaches  the  washing  away  of 
sin;  or  the  putting  off  and  burial  of  the  old  man  of 
sin.  Rom.  6:  2-6.  Having  put  off  the  old  man  we 
now  put  on  the  new  man  Christ  Jesus.  "  By  one 
Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one  body."     1   Cor. 

12:  13- 

That  the  baptism  by  the  Spirit  follows  water  bap- 
tism, note  the  following:  "Jesus  also  being  bap- 
tized, and  praying,  the  heaven  was  opened,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost  descended  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a 
dove  upon  him."  Luke  3;  21,  22.  "  Except  a  man 
be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  God."  John  3:  5,  "  Repent, 
and  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Acts  2;  38. 
••  He  saved  us,  by  the  washing  ofTegeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Tit.  3:  5.  Having 
thus  put  on  Christ,  it  is  now  necessary  to  follow 
him  as  our  teacher  till  the  end  of  life.  "  Be  thou 
faithful  unto  death  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of 
life."     Rev.  2;  10. 

^nAst's  last  commission  has  two  parts: 

1.  "  Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

2.  "  Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatso- 
ever I  have  commanded  you;  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen." 
Matt.  28;  19,  20. 

1.  We  must  become  disciples  of  Jesus. 

2.  We  must  then  observe  all  things  commanded 
by  him.  To  obtain  that  quickening,  or  spiritual 
life,  Christ  says,  "  Come  unto  me.  all  ye  that  labor 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest." 
But  to  inherit  eternal  life,  he  immediately  adds, 
"  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me;  for  I 
am  meek  and  lowly  of  heart;  and  ye  shall  find  rest 
unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my 
burden  is  light."  Matt.  11:  28,  30.  Again:  "If  ye 
continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  in- 
deed." John  8:  31.  Again,  "  Every  branch  in  me 
that  beareth  not  fruit  he  taketh  away:  and  every 
branch  that  beareth  fruit,  he  purgeth  it  that  it  may 
bring  forth  more  fruit.  Herein  is  my  Father  glori- 
fied, that  ye  bear  much  fruit;  so  shall  ye  be  my  dis- 
ciples." Read  John  15:  1-10.  The  one  great  ques- 
tion that  concerns  us  all  is,  "  What  shall  I  do,  that 
I  may  inherit  eternal  life?"  And  of  all  things  in 
this  world  eternal  life  is  most  worth  the  seeking. 
Short  of  inheriting  eternal  life,  we  lose  all.  Let  us 
lay  up  in  store  for  ourselves  a  good  foundation 
against  the  time  to  come,  that  we  may  lay  hold  on 
eternal  life.     I  Tim.  6:  19. 


Wanting  something  to  do  is  a  very  different  mat- 
ter from  wanting  to  do  the  thing  that  ought  to  be 
done.  A  purposeful  life  finds  no  time  to  kill  time. 
True  life  begets  life,  and  killing  is  a  poor  business. 
There  are  persons  who  excuse  their  excessive 
pastime  habit  on  the  ground  that  "  evenings  must 
be  spent  somehow,"  and  time  must  be  killed. 
Their  mode  of  spending  the  evenirgs  is  therefore  a 
ult  of  feeling  the  burden  of  time,  rather  than 
feeling  the  pressure  of  great  purposes.     Such  per- 

ons  are  looking  for  trinkets  to  fill  their  basket 
with,  instead  of  looking  for  the  basket  to  keep 
their  treasure  in.  One  may  well  ask  himself 
hether  life  is  worth  living  if  he  has  so  much  time 
on  his  hands  that  his  chief  concern  is  how  to   get 

id  of  it.     It  is   better  to  be  short  of  time   than 

hort  of  purposes,  obligations,  deeds. 
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LESSON  L1QHT-FLASHBS. 
David's  Victories. 

U-'SSOiijor  Aug.Q,  iSfO.) 

In  looking  at  these  lessons  we  must  reme 
orld 
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n  strange  to  us,  in  reading 
that  these  nations,  after 
rael  and  their  repeated  de- 
/enture.  The  Ammonites, 
had  engagements  with  Is- 
rael before,  and  always  lost,— were  defeated.  Here 
we  have  a  collusion  of  the  two.  They  join  hands 
against  a  common  foe.  The  whole  north,  south 
and  east  unite  to  defeat  and  subdue  Israel.  Surely 
so  many  against  so  few  must  have  the  victory! 

So  people  reason  to-day.  The  majority  must  be 
right.  The  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
God  The  Ammonites  put  their  forces  in  array  at 
the  entering  in  of  the  gate,  and  the  Syrians  re 
niained  further  away,  in  the 
were  well  laid;  and  had  all  e 
and  Abishai  would  have  been 
test.  But  Joab  also  used  skill 
forces.  He  placed  the  "  choii 
of  the  stronger  army,  and  where  the  first  engage- 
ment would  take  place.  Though  the  victory  is  on 
the  side  of  the  right,  and  though  we  are  always  to 
look  to  the  Lord  for  our  help,  yet  we  arc  none  the 
less  to  carefully  place  and  marshal  our  own  forces, 
our  own  possibilities.  Do  we  see  the  lesson? 
When  great  forces  are  to  be  met,  how  do  we  place 
our  fores?  Whom  do  we  place  in  the  face  of  the 
stronger  enemy?  In  filling  our  missions,  or  sup- 
plying men  for  town  and  city  work,  does  the 
church  have  such  men  as  David  had,  to  direct  the 
forces?  These  are  questions  that  should  reach  out 
side  of  our  Sunday  schools,  and  we  hope  they  will. 
In  some  cases  there  seems  to  be  a  looseness  in  the  di- 
recting of  our  forces.  Ministers  who  are  unsuccess- 
ful at  home, — even  a  hindrance  and  unruly, — move 
away  that  they  may  have  more  liberty.  To  be  re- 
lieved, the  home  church  grants  a  ministerial  certift 
cate. 


field.  Their  plans 
se  been  equal,  Joab 
owherc  in  the  con- 
in  the  disposal  of  his 
e  "  men  in  the  face 


'What  i 


"Lord,  and  what  shall  this  man  do?  "  is  a  que 
tion  we  are  as  ready  to  ask  as  was  Peter,  and  "•» 
so  must  appropriate  the  Master's  answer 
that  to  thee?"  The  disposition  to  compare  ex- 
periences, an  inquisitive  spirit  regarding  God's 
Plans  for  individuals,  the  attempt  to  assist  lus 
counsels  or  intrude  within  the  sacred  precincts  of 
another's  life,  is  a  fault  Jesus  rebukes.  But  con- 
cern in  others'  interests  is  sometimes  more   nobly 


that  these  were  the  days  when  the 
ing  forward  to,  and  reaching  after  a  higher  type  of 
living.  It  was  a  time  of  carnal  warfare  between 
the  powers  of  righteousness  and  of  sin.  It  was  a 
fleshly  warfare,  symbolizing  the  spiritual  in  the 
higher  types  of  living,  that  was  to  follow  in  the 
age  of  the  new  kingdom,  in  which  the  weapons  of 
warfare  were  not  to  be  carnal  but  spiritual,  mighty 
in  the  might  of  God.  In  a  sense,  they  always  were 
this.  But  the  power  was  made  evident  through  the 
flesh,  that  it  might  be  felt  and  seen,  as  men  walked 
by  sight,  and  not  to  see  was  not  to  believe.  Their 
faith  was  made  effective  only  through  the  senses. 

Heroes  in  the  Old  Bible  meant  only  those  who 
believed,— not  in  their  own  wisdom  and  power,— 
but  in  God.  Fleshly  wisdom  and  strength  simply 
meant  nothing  with  these  Bible  men.  The  only 
question  that  determined  the  victory  or  the  loss, 
was,  whether  the  Lord  would  be  for  or  against 
This  is  so  evident  from  Bible  history  that  there  ii 
no  room  left  for  question.  It  never  was  a  question 
of  number  of  chariots,  horsemen  or  swords.  Fiv< 
hundred  and  the  Lord,  meant  victory,  independ 
ent  of  the  nature,  character  or  number  of  the  ene 
my,  and  the  only  lessons  we  can  learn  from  the 
victories  and  failures  in  these  engagements,  are, 
that  victory  was  always  on  the  side  of  right,— on 
the  side  of  God. 

During  the  Old  Bible  dispensation  the  Lord  per- 
mitted his  power  and  his  pleasure  to  be  made  mani- 
fest through  fleshly  engagements;  hence  it  was  a 
dispensation  of  fleshly  warfare,  giving  the  victory 
always  on  the  side  of  his  own  people,  except  when 
defeat  was  necessary  to  punish  them  for  wrong  do- 
ing and  sin.  At  this  time  the  Lord's  people,  as  a 
nation,  were  in  the  land  of  Palestine.  South  and 
east  were  the  Ammonites,  and  north  and  east  were 
the  different  clans  of  the  Assyrians.  As  it  is  to- 
day, so  it  was  then,— sin  arrayed  against  righteous- 
ness, 
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minister,  the 
of  members,  residing  in  some  town  or  city, 
and  locates  among  them  a 
ter.  What  do  you  think  o 
choice  men  in  Israel?  Jo; 
such  a  thing.  He  would  r 
ing  such  a  thing.  Such 
he  would  have  placed  with  Abishai,  to  be  utilized 
in  the  more  general  engagement.  Do  you  see?  We 
are  not  sure  that  Joab  would  place  such  men  in  the 
face  of  a  good-sized  Sunday  school. 

But  the  lesson  applies  down  to  the  smallest  en- 
lent  that  the  Lord  has  for  his  workers.  Wis- 
nd  discretion  should  be  exercised  by  all  who 
have  forces  to  general.  Strength  to  meet  strength 
has  always  been  the  law  of  forces,  and  we  cannot 
afford  to  ignore  it  in  our  work  for  the  Lord.  We 
must  not,  if  we  wish  to  be  on  the  side  of  victory  as 
was  David.  It  is  truly  said,  man's  extremities  are 
God's  opportunities.  A  parent  don't  help  a  child 
to  do  that  which  it  can  do  of  itself.  Its  develop- 
I  growth  comes  from  a  full  use  of  all  that 
Help  comes  in  as  an  encouragement  to 
er  that  which  is  in  sight  but  out  of  reach, 
ind  loving  parents  deal  with  their  children, 
o  the  Lord  deals  with  us.  He  wants  us  to  grow 
nd  develop  in  and  for  his  work,  that  we  may  be 
ood  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  many  vic- 
ories  may  be  ours.  If  we  are  not  old  enough  or 
ough  to  stand  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  at 
gates  of  the  city,  let  us  be  good  field  soldiers, 
as  it  is  in  the  wider  fields  that  sometimes  the  great- 
er victories  are  won.  The  great  and  decisive  Wa- 
terloo battle  was  fought  on  the  open  fields,  where 
all  the  forces  were  brought  into  the  engagements. 
So  it  is  to-day.  A  mighty  warfare  is  going  on  against 
sin,  and  every  man,  woman,  boy  and  girl  i 
that  the  powers  of  sin  may  be  overthrowr 
victory  be  on  the  side  of  right  and  the  church. 
Heed  the  call,  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  fight 
valiantly  and  the  victory  will  be  ours!         H.  B.  B, 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

FIRST   YEAH. 

1.  "  Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  It. 04;  paper 34  cen 

I.  "  Llleol  A.  Judson."  cloth,  27  cents;  paper is  cen 

"Our  Country,"  cloth.  55  cents;  paper 20  cen 

"Nonsuch  Professor, "  cloth *3  cen 

SEVONlt    YEAH. 
e.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth.  S4  cents;  paper 34  cent 

6.  "  Memoir  ul  Robert  Motiat,"  cloth,  J7  cents;  paper IS  cerii 

7.  "  Cannibals  ul  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  com 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching."  cloth 6S  cenl 

THMKV    YEAR. 

0.  "Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth *' 

10.  " Life  ol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth,        70  cenl 

It.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  ami  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ell.  r3-a8 10  cenl 

is.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Boole,"  cloth.  68  cents;  paper,  .....  33  cenl 
ra^Priccs,  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  onl 
All  nthcrs  pay  regular  retail  price. 

Exkcutivf.  COMMITTDB  or  RiiADmr.  CmcLB.-W.  B.  Stover.  Bulsa 
India;  H.  M,  Barwtck.  Wesl  Alexandria,  Ohio.  Mrs  11.  M.  Stovor.  Wayne 
boro,  Pa,.  Edith  K.  Newcomer,  Wayneaboro,  l'a  .  I  M  Neff,  Fruitdale.  Al 

Officers  OF  Reading  ClHCLF.-Fresldcnt.  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar,  lad 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  Baler.  Waynesboro,  Pa,;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  No 
comer,  Waynesboro.  Pa.,— to  whom  all  communications  concerning  tl 
Keadioi:  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  ail  orders  lor  books  should  I 
addressed  to  Bretlmn's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  III. 


INVISIBLE  LEADINCJS. 

"  1  am  alone!  " 
We  sometimes  make  a  tearful  moan, 
And  'mid  the  spirit's  stubborn  night 
Grope  blindly  for  the  holy  light, 
Creep  through  pnef's  silent  shadow-land 
To  grasp  a  warm  and  careful  hand, 
11m  weep  instead,  beholding  none: 

"  1  am  alone!  " 


"Have  faith,  hav 
The  letter  of  God's  goodne: 
The  spirit  of  his  kindness" 


faith!" 


sible 


■iihn 


The  sunshine  of  his  love  awaits 
To  beam  forth  from  our  darkened  gates 
To  light  the  paths  of  life  or  death. 
Have  faith,  have  faith. 

—Frank  Wakotl 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 


We  are  gratified  to  learn  from  our  Secretary  that 
reports  have  lately  been  received  of  the  completion 
of  our  course  of  missionary  reading  by  several 
members  of  the  Circle.  That  is  good.  No  one 
can  get  all  the  good  there  is  to  be  had  from  the 
Circle  work  till  he  has  read  all  the  books.  And  ev- 
en after  we  have  read  all  the  books  we  may  not 
have  gotten  all  the  good.  It  is  often  profitable  to  re- 
read. But  the  fact  that  some  are  finishing  the 
course  of  reading  is  not  the  only  thing  we  are  glad 
for;  we  also  gladly  welcome  the  following  list  of 


538,  M.  F.  Woods,  Willis,  Va.;  539,  R.  E.  Bur- 
ger, Cerro  Gordo,  111.;  540.  C.  Tempie  Sauble,  715 
N.  Payson  St.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  541,  Dave  Sauble, 
715  N.  Payson  St.,  Baltimore,  Md.;  542  G.  A.  Snid- 
er, Harrod,  Ohio;  543,  Emma  E.  Geib,  Masterson- 
ville,  Pa.;  544,  Linna  Snider,  Harrod,  Ohio;  545,  D. 
D.  Shaffer,  Scalp  Level,  Pa. 

And  we  announce  the  names  of  Bro.  G.  A.  Snid- 
er, of  Harrod,  Ohio,  and  sister  Allie  Mohler,  of 
Leeton,  Mo.,  as  additions  to  our  list  of  Local  Secre- 
taries. We  hope  each  of  them  will  soon  send  in 
from  their  respective  localities  a  good  list  of  new 
members  And  in  this  case  a  good  list  means  a 
long  list.  We  have  a  number  of  Local  Secretaries 
who  have  not  yet  sent  in  this  kind  of  a  list  of  new 
members,  and  many  of  them  have  enjoyed  the  honor 
of  being  styled  a  Local  Secretary  long  enough  that 
we  think  it  is  time  they  were  actively  assuming  the 
duties  of  their  office.  I  wonder  if  our  Secretary 
could  furnish  a  list  of  the  Local  Secretaries  with  the 
number  of  members  secured  by  each.  In  my  opinion 
it  would  be  of  interest  to  have  such  a  list  published. 
Then,  if  we  had  the  Circle  membership  classified  by 
States  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  which  States 
have  most  members.  But  this  is  sure;  no  State  has 
as  many  as  it  ought  to  have,  and  each  of  us  may  do 
something  toward  enlarging  the  list.  Why  should 
we  not  make  a  special  effort  during  the  next  three 


months  to  double  our  membership?  It  can  be 
done.  We  are  going  to  issue  a  new  edition  of  cir- 
culars soon  and  every  one  who  wants  to  help  in 
this  matter  should  write  sister  Newcomer  for  a  sup- 
ply of  circulars,  and  then,  with  earnest  and  continu- 
ous prayer  for  success,  should  go  to  work  in  earn- 
est. A  few  more  of  our  members  have  expressed 
themselves  recently  as  to  what  they  have  enjoyed 
in  the  pursuit  of  the  work.     Let  us  hear 

WHAT   THEY   SAY. 

Sister  Hattie  J.  Gilbert,  of  Belleville,  Kans.,  says: 
"Were  it  in  my  power  I  would  induce  every  one  to 
become  a  member  of  the  Circle.  The  books  are  ex- 
ceedingly interesting,  and  the  reading  has  been  a 
great  benefit  to  me.  May  the  Lord  bless  the  work 
to  the  good  of  humanity  and  the  glorifying  of  his 
name!"  Sister  Sarah  M.  Sperline,  of  Sabetha, 
Kans.,  writes;  "  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  work, 
and  would  that  every  brother  and  sister  in  the 
church  could  take  the  course;  for  the  sooner  we  are 
awakened  to  a  sense  of  our  duty  and  our  Lord's 
last  command,  '  Go  ye,'  and  '  Teach  all  nations,'  the 
sooner  we  will  be  willing  to  say,  '  Here  am  I;  send 
me.'  Then  the  Blessed  Master  will  gladly  say, 
'  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."  Bro.  John  E.  Otto,  of  Sharpsburg,  Md., 
writes:  "  I  received  the  Reading  Circle  Certificate 
this  evening  and  think  it  very  nice.  I  will  have  it 
framed  and  hang  it  in  my  study.  I  hope  the  Circle 
will  still  increase.  It  will  do  any  one  good."  We 
have  expressions  from  several  more  of  our  readers 
for  which  we  hope  to  find  room  in  these  columns 
soon.  James  M.  Neff. 


"NUMBER  SEVEN." 

SELECTED  BY  CLARA  D  SNAVELY. 

This  number  is  frequently  used  in  the  writings  of 
the  Bible.       . 

On  the  seventh  day  God  ended  his  work. 

On  the  seventh  month  Noah's  ark  touched  the 
ground. 

Abraham  pleaded  seven  times  for  Sodom. 

Jacob  served  seven  years  for  Rachel  and  seven 
years  more  for  Leah. 

Jacob  mourned  seven  days  for  Joseph. 

Jacob  was  pursued  seven  days'  journey  by  La- 
ban. 

An  abundant  season  of  seven  years  and  a  famine 
of  seven  years  were  foretold  in  Pharaoh's  dream  by 
seven  fat  and  seven  lean  beasts,  and  seven  full  and 
seven  thin  ears  of  corn. 

On  the  seventh  day  of  the  seventh  month  the 
children  of  Israel  fasted  seven  days,  and  remained 
seven  days  in  tents. 

Every  seventh  year  the  land  rested. 

Every  seventh  year  all  bondmen  were  set  free. 

Every  seventh  year  the  law  was  read  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

In  the  destruction  of  Jericho,  seven  priests  bore 
seven  trumpets  seven  days;  on  the  seventh  day 
they  surrounded  the  wall  seven  times;  at  the  end  of 
the  seventh  round  the  wall  fell. 

Solomon  was  seven  years  building  the  temple 
and  fasted  seven  days  at  its  dedication. 

In  the  tabernacle  were  seven  lamps,  and  the  gol- 
den candlestick  had  seven  branches. 
Naaman  washed  seven  times  in  Jordan. 
Our  Savior  spoke  seven  times  from  the  cross,   on 
which  he  hung  seven  hours,  and  after  his  resur- 
rection appeared  on  seven  different  occasions. 

In  the  Lord's  Prayer  are  seven  petitions  contain- 
ing seven  times  seven  words. — Ex. 
Middlitown,  Pa. 


THE  VIRTUE  OF  KEEPINO  ONE'S  MOUTH  SHUT. 

The  superintendent  of  a  large  and  flourishing 
Sunday  school  in  a  suburb  of  New  York,  who  takes 
an  interest,  not  only  in  the  spiritual  prosperity  of 
the  members  of  his  school,  but  in  their  physical 
welfare  as  well.i  gives  the  school  some  excellent 
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that  breathing  cold  air  through  the  mouth  suddenly 
chills  the  throat  and  lungs,  thereby  largely  increas- 
ing their  chances  of  acquiring  colds,  pneumonia 
and  other  pulmonary  troubles,  while  breathing 
through  the  nose  permits  the  air  to  becorrte  partly 
warmed,  and  nearer  the  temperature  of  the  body, 
before  reaching  the  delicate  surfaces  of  the  lungs 
and  throat.  This  fact  is  not  as  well  known  among 
children  as  it  should  be.  What  a  rare  accomplish- 
ment it  is  to  be  able  to  keep  one's  mouth  shut! 

A  young  man  once  applied  to  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  business  house  in  New  York  for  a  confidential 
position.  Upon  being  asked  what  his  capabilities 
were,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  know,  without  a 
trial,  whether  or  not  his  work  would  be  satisfactory 
to  the  proprietor,  but  he  did  know  two  things — he 
knew  he  was  perfectly  honest,  and  he  knew  he  was 
abundantly  capable  of  keeping  his  mouth  shut. 
The  proprietor,  appreciating  how  important  were 
both  these  traits,  engaged  the  young  man  at  once. 

Many  a  man's  success  in  business  has  been  limit- 
ed by  a  too  free  use  of  his  tongue  concerning  his 
own  business  affairs  or  those  of  his  employer. 

But  if  it  is  important  to  keep  one's  mouth  shut 
in  a  physical  sense  and  from  a  business  standpoint, 
what  a  positive  virtue  does  such  an  accomplishment 
become  in  a  spiritual  sense?  David  understood 
this  when  he  prayed.  "  Set  a  watch,  O  Lord,  before 
my  mouth;  keep  the  door  of  my  lips."  Psalm  141: 
3- 

What  a  vast  amount  of  tongue-wagging  we 
should  save  ourselves,  and  how  much  sooner  we 
should  come  to  know  the  intrinsic  value  of  golden 
silence,  were  we  only  to  resolve,  when  speaking  of 
other  people,  that  unless,  forsooth,  we  could  say 
something  good  of  them,  we  would  keep  our  mouths 
shut. 

The  tongue  is  indeed  an  unruly  member,  and  if 
we  cannot  completely  tame  it,  we  can  at  least  ac- 
mmplich  a  cjreat  deal  In  mat  direction  by  cue  con- 
scientious practice  of  keeping  our  mouths  shut  at 
such  times  as  we  are  tempted  to  give  utterance  to 
words  of  "  anger,  wrath,  malice,  railing,  shameful 
speaking." — Henry  C.  Ware,  in  the  Herald  0/  Truth. 


WHISPERING  IN  CHURCH. 

The  worst  of  all  kinds  of  sound  in  church  is  that 
of  human  voices  not  engaged  in  the  service;  worst 
in  indecency,  worst  in  moral  transgression,  Even 
religious  conversation  is  wrong;  secular  conversa- 
tion is  profanity.  Comments  on  the  service  itself, 
if  favorable  and  friendly  are  impertinent;  if  critical, 
are  disgraceful;  if  comical,  or  calculated  to  provoke 
laughter,  are  infamous.  For  all  mutual  communi- 
cations that  appear  to  be  necessary,  a  sufficient 
forethought  would,  in  most  instances,  obviate  the 
necessity.  If  those  who  whisper  would  think  twice 
first,  they  would  commonly  see  that  no  serious 
harm  would  come  of  keeping  still  until  after  the 
service.  The  insult  lies  against  God,  against  the 
authorities  of  the  church,  against  the  congregation. 
A  whisper  reaches  farther  than  the  whisperer  im- 
agines. And  wherever  it  reaches  it  may  rightly 
stir  indignation.  It  is  a  form  of  ill  manners,  the 
more  deplorable  because  it  is  scarcely  capable  of 
rebuke  and  suppression  by  any  other  means  than  a 
general  sense  of  good  behavior  and  a  right  educa- 
tion.— Bis/iofi  Huntington. 


Here  is  a  paragraph  worthy  of  study:  How  often 
do  we  see  brave  men  fall  in  these  days!  Men  of 
fine  capacity,  splendid  natural  endowments,  fiddle 
out  their  lives.  There  are  men,  with  brains  broad 
enough  and  strong  enough  to  lead  the  statesman- 
ship of  the  country,  who  are  end  men  at  a  minstrel 
show,  and  other  men,  with  gifts  of  speech  so  great 
that  they  might  hold  listening  Senates  in  a  trance, 
who  are  clowns  in  circuses.  Oh,  the  possibilit'es 
are  as  high'as  heaven,  as  low  as  hell. 
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MOTHER'S  WAY  OF  RESTING. 


I  often  marvel  why  it  was  I  gave  so  little  thought 

To  all  the  helpful  lessons  which  my  patient  mother  taught; 

Now  older  grown,  and  she  has  gone,  I  often  long  to  tell 

Her  how  they  all  come  back  to  me,  each  one  remembered 

For  in  the  work  and  cares  of  life  that  come  from  day  to  day, 

1  find  I  stop  to  ask  myself,  "  What  was  my  mother's  way? " 

There  never  seemed  to  be  with  her  a  drudgery  of  life: 

She  got  along  so  quietly  with  all  its  cares  and  strife; 

She  always  sang  about  her  work,  and  'mid  perplexing  things, 

The  farm-house  walls  reechoed,  "  Rise,  my  soul,  and  stretch 
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;  oft 


r  old  "  Amsterdam  "  but  that  I  think  hi 

It  bore  my  mother's  soul  from  earth  to  unseen  things  aloft. 

When  sitting    in  her   rocking-chair,  her  lap    with   mending 

She  used  to  say,  "  I  want  to  res 
I   learned  by  heart  about  the 
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And  all  about  "  abiding  'neath  the  shadow  of  his  wings;  " 
For  "  God  our  refuge  is  our  strength,"  I  read  in  everything. 
Sometimes  1  hurried  through  the  psalm,  taking  but  little  heed 
And  then  her  thanks,  so  kindly  said,  encouraged  me  to  read. 
Some  of  the  words  that  Jesus  spoke,  for  that  was  mother'; 


way, 
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The  first  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  in  a 
great  city.  The  first  church  organization  was  in  a 
city.  The  first  great  awakening  of  sinners,  when 
large  numbers  were  added  to  the  church,  occurred 
in  a  city,  and  Luke,  in  speaking  of  the  commission 
of  the  apostles,  to  preach  Christ's  name  to  all  na- 
tions, says,  "  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins 
should  be  preached  in  his  name  among  all  nations, 
beginning  at  Jerusalem."     Luke  24:  47. 

We  conclude  from  the  above  references  that  it 
was  the  divine  plan  to  go  into  cities.  Again;  we 
have  the  apostolic  practice  as  a  precedent.  Paul, 
the  great  missionary  to  the  Gentiles,  concentrated 
his  efforts  in  city  work.  He  seemed  to  say,  "  If  I 
can  take  Ephesus,  Corinth,  Philippi,  Athens, 
Rome,  etc.,  I  can  take  all  for  Christ."  Earlier  than 
this,  in  the  transition  from  the  Jews  to  the  Gentiles, 
we  read  of  Philip  going  down  to  a  city  of  Samaria, 
and  preaching  Christ  to  them,  and  they,  with  one 
accord,  gave  heed  unto  the  things  that  Philip  said, 
and  there,  in  a  city,  as  a  monument  of  the  first 
work,  of  what  is  called  the  "  transition  period,"  a 
large  number  were  gathered  into  the  church. 

All  along  the  line  of  the  early  church  work,  it 
was  largely  city  work.  Paul's  respective  mission- 
ary tours  were  from  city  to  city,  through  Asia 
Minor,  up  into  Macedonia,  down  into  Italy,  Greece 
and  Rome,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  this  was  not 
an  accidental  happening.  Paul  had  an  object  in 
view,  and  that  object  brings  me  to  another  propo- 
sition of  my  subject. 

2.  Cities  have  a  controlling  influence.  Paul  well 
knew,  if  he  could  get  churches  established  in  the 
cities  of  Asia  Minor  and  Europe,  that  the  influence 
of  them  would  go  out  in  the  surrounding  country 
for  good.  If  he  could  save  the  cities,  he  could 
save  the  rural  districts.  Cities  are  centers  for  good 
or  evil.  As  Paris  and  New  York  are  centers  of 
fashion,  and  control  the  fashionable  world,  so  are 
cities  destined  to  be  centers  and  control  the  moral 
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church's  good.  What  must  we  do?  The  correct 
answer  doubtless  is,  Do  as  any  individual  should 
do,  who  has  neglected  his  duty.  As  much  as  pos- 
sible, hasten  to  redeem  the  time. 

We  need  not  expect  to  be  able  to  redeem  this 
time  without  paying  for  our  neglect.  City  work, 
for  the  present,  must  necessarily  go  slow.  It  will 
take  us  long  years  to  recover  what  we  have  lost. 
But  tMs  should  not  discourage  us.  God  will  bless 
our  work  if  we  only  get  in  earnest.  If  we  can  do 
n  the  present  generation  than  to  establish 
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A  PLEA  FOR  CITY  MISSION  WORK. 
BY  P.  K.  KELTNER. 

I  am  glad  that  our  beloved  Fraternity  is  awaken- 
ing gradually  to  one  of  its  greatest  needs,  and  that 
is,  to  the  pressing  need  of  city  mission  work.  We 
humbly  trust  that  the  leaven  that  has  begun  to 
work,  will  continue  until  our  hearts  are  fully  sensi- 
ble of  this  great  and  pressing  necessity  of  our 
church.  We  have  lost  much,— God  only  knows 
how  much,  and  we  will  surely  lose  much  more,  un- 
less we  hastily  man  our  forces  against  the  enemy  of 
souls  in  our  great  cities. 

The  character  of  ancient  nations  may  be  read  by 
the  character  of  their  cities,  and  their  downfall  is 
directly  attributable  to  the  lack  of  moral  and  re- 
ligious influence  of  the  same.  History  repeats  it- 
self, and  what  has  been,  will  apain  be,  unless  we 
counteract  the  evil  influences  that  are  centering  in 
our  cities.  Cities  are  not  wicked  simply  because 
they  must  be,  and  can't  be  otherwise.  It  was  not  a 
necessity  that  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  must  be 
thrown  down  by  Nebuchadnezzar's  army,  and  her 
people  carried  away  into  years  of  captivity,  but  it 
was  the  result  of  a  neglect  of  God's  people. 

I  submit  a  few  reasons  why  we  should  be  doing 
more  work  in  cities. 

1.  It  was  the  divine  method,  and  the  early 
church's  center  of  activity.  I  am  glad  that  the  rule 
of  faith  and  practice  of  the  Brethren  church  is 
based  upon  the  Bible,  and  in  all  our  doctrines  and 
ordinances  we  have  the  Written  Word  for  its  sup- 
port, but  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  idea  that  we 
are  not  apostolic  in  our  methods  of  evangelization. 
We  are  not  centering  our  forces  where  they  are 
most  needed.  We  are  not  building  up  strong 
breastworks,  where  danger  and  sin  are  more  appar- 
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it  is  no  reason  that  Satan  should  be 
left  to  reign.  The  practical  physician  does  not 
treat  the  parts  of  the  body  that  are  least  affected 
with  a  long  standing  disease,  biit  he  tries  to  strike 
at  the  seat  of  the  trouble.  So  we  should  do  in  our 
church  work. 

3.  Many  of  our  young  will  be  lost  to  the  church, 
unless  we  hastily  awake  to  the  need  of  city  mis- 
sions, If  we  will  keep  our  young  men  and  women 
in  sympathy  and  line  with  our  church  principles, 
we  must  neglect  no  longer  the  establishing  of 
church  homes  in  our  cities,  for  many  are  finding 
homes  in  them,  and  proportionately  more  are  like- 
ly to,  as  time  progresses.  Many  of  the  Brethren's 
children  have  already  been  lost  to  the  church,  be- 
cause we  have  neglected  this  great  field.  We,  who 
have  had  a  little  experience  in  this  line  of  work, 
have,  with  sadness,  learned  this  fact.  In  many  of 
our  cities  we  meet  large  numbers,  who  are  Breth- 
ren's children,  and  who  have  associated  themselves 
with  other  religious  denominations.  When  we  in- 
terrogate them  why  they  have  done  this,  their  an- 
swer is,  "  We  wanted  a  church  home,  and  there  was 
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thought  was  the  next  best  thing,  and  we  have  also 
learned,  after  people  have  once  associated  them- 
selves with  a  church,  or  settled  down  in  a  system 
of  religion,  it  is  a  hard  matter  to  get  them  to 
change,  even  though  you  offer  them  good  Gospel 
reasons.  Brethren,  we  have  undoubtedly  arrived  at 
a  period  in  our  history,  when,  if  we  will  hold  our 
young,  and  thereby  utilize  their  powers  to  the  good 
of  our  beloved  Fraternity,  we  must  build  up  church 
homes  where  many  of  them  will  be  found  in  com- 

But  many  say,  "The  Brethren's  doctrine  is  so 
hard  to  establish  in  cities.  It  is  so  self-sacrificing, 
and  people  are  not  inclined  to  accept  it."  But  may 
we  not  be  largely  to  blame  for  this?  May  not 
much  of  this  be  the  result  of  our   neglect?     We 
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Sterling,  III. 

A  BOX  OF  TRACTS. 

Writing  concerning  a  box  of  tracts,  just  re- 
ceived from  the  General  Missionary  and  Tract 
Committee,  Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  of  Pickrell,  Ncbr., 
in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Visitor,  says: 

"  The  box  of  tracts  at  hand.  Many  thanks  for 
them.  As  I  was  opening  the  box,  a  neighbor 
stepped  in  to  see  me.  He  was  soon  interested  in 
the  tracts,  and  I  gave  him  one  of  each  kind. 
When  I  handed  him  the  one  on  'Secret  Societies,' 
he  said,  'That  one  I  will  lend  to  my  brother-in- 
law,  who  is  trying  to  be  a  Christian  and  at  the  same 
time  belongs  to  secret  societies.'  When  I  gave 
him  the  tract,  '  Gold  and  Costly  Array,'  he  said, 
'Well,  well,  I  will  lend  this  to  Miss  Vina,  an  old 
neighbor  of  ours.  She  is  trying  to  be  a  Christian 
and  at  the  same  time  trying  to  put  on  style.  May- 
be this  tract  may  open  her  eyes.'  I  trust  it  may  be 
an  eye-opener  to  many. 

"  A  tew  days  ago  a  gentleman  came  along  to  whom 
I  had  given  some  tracts  some  time  ago.  Among 
them  happened  to  be  a  tract  on  the  '  Sabbath  or 
Lord's  Day.'  He  said  he  was  glad  to  read  it,  as  he 
had  come  from  Michigan  and  was  tainted  with 
Seventh  Day  Advent  doctrine.  He  said  he  had 
both  sides  of  the  question  now.  I  wish  every  one 
could  get  the  right  side  of  this  and  every  other  con- 
troverted question. 

"  Dear  brother,  I  begin  to  see  that  there  are  many 
people  reached  by  our  tracts.  I  am  certain  they 
have  put  some  people  to  thinking.  May  they  act 
when  they  see  the  truth,  is  my  prayer!  " 


BE  NOT  DISTURBED. 


When  a  man  is  honestly  trying  to  live  right, 
there  is  no  reason  why  he  should  be  worried  by  the 
small  criticisms  to  which  he  is  subjected.  A  good 
conscience  ought  to  prove  an  ample  fortification 
against  any  attack  that  his  enemies  may  make  up- 
on his  character  or  his  conduct.  We  are  sorry  for 
our  friends  who  lose  sleep  because  they  are  misun- 
derstood, rated  below  their  true  value,  or  made  the 
subjects  of  unjust  censure.  Does  not  God  know  all 
the  facts?  Is  he  not  conversant  with  even  the  in- 
nermost secrets  of  every  life?  Will  not  he  see  to  it 
that  sooner  or  later  justice  is  done?  If  not  in  this 
world,  then  surely  in  the  next,  he  will  reverse  all 
wrong  verdicts,  and  bring  forth  the  righteousness 
of  the  upright  as  the  light,  and  their  judgment  as 
the  noonday  sun.  Good  men  are  safe  in  his  hands. 
They  need  not  fear  that,  in  the  long  run.  they  shall 
incur  any  harm.  Let  them,  then,  be  undisturbed 
in  the  midst  of  persecutions,  and  undismayed  in 
the  midst  of  assaults.  He  who  sits  upon  the 
throne  guards  them  more  tenderly  than  a  mother 
watches  over  her  first-born  child.  "  As  the  moun- 
tains are  round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the  Lord  is 
round  about  those  that  fear  him,  from  this  time 
forth  and  even  forevermore. — C.  Advocate. 
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Bro.  I.  E  Branson's  address  is  now  Cammack, 
Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  instead  of  Muncie. 


Bro.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  this  place,  is  spending  a 
few  weeks  resting  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  We  regret 
to  learn  that  his  health  is  not  good,  but  his  physician 
promises  to  have  him  on  the  road  to  health  in  a 
few  weeks. 

Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker  writes  us  that  the 
notice  of  a  feast  at  Shideler,  Ind.,  Aug.  15,  is  a 
mistake.  There  is  to  be  no  feast  there  at  that 
time.  So  we  remove  the  announcement  and  make 
this  correction.      

Bro.  C.  H.  Balsbaugh  writes:  "  I  rejoice  that 
w.w.^  <o  an  arrangement  ror  tin'rougn  ju,,j-;  — 1 — 1 
work  at  the  next  Annual  Conference.  In  that 
movement  rests,  in  a  large  measure,  the  future 
prosperity  of  the  Brotherhood." 


Bro.  J.  R.  Lea 
ley,  on  the  India 
pleased  with  his 
that   he   has   an 
extreme  Southern 


ierman  is  now  located  at  Wood 
River,  Florida,  and  seems  mucl 
:w  field  of  labor.  It  is  certait 
ttensive  field,  and  occupies  th< 
imit  of  the  Brotherhood. 


Bro.  A.  C.  Weiand,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  was 
with  us  over  last  Sunday,  and  preached  for  us  at 
the  morning  services.  His  visit  was  very  much  ap- 
preciated at  the  Mount. 


vould  see  that  the 


A  brother  writes  us  of  a  young  man  who  sent 
eighteen  miles  for  a  minister  to  come  and  baptize 
him.  The  brother  adds  that  this  young  man 
should  have  the  Messenger,  as  it  may  be  the 
means  of  strengthening  him  in  the  faith,  and 
sends  the  money  to  pay  for  it.  That  shows  the 
right  kind  of  zeal.  We  believe  it  would  be  well 
if  the  paper  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  all 
new  converts. 

Bro.  G.  J.  Fercken  writes  us  from  Smyrna, 
that  another  one  has  been  added  to  their  number 
by  confession  and  baptism.  He  is  an  Armenian 
by  birth,  and  has  been  connected  with  the  Dis- 
ciple church  of  that  place  for  some  years.  Bro. 
Fercken  speaks  very  hopefully  of  the  work  in 
Smyrna,  and  especially  of  the  proposed  orphanage 
which  he  thinks  is  not  only  a  very  much  needed 
work  in  that  city,  but  is  one  which,  if  properly 
managed,  will  result  in  great  good. 


The  Old  Feople's  Home,  located  near  Timber- 
ville,  Va„  is  reported  in  a  good  and  prosperous 
condition.  Twenty  inmates  are  enjoying  the  com- 
forts of  a  pleasant  home,  where  both  the  body 
and  soul  are  wisely  cared  for.  It  is  encouraging 
to  see  these  homes  springing  up  in  our  Brother- 
hood, for  they  are  evidently  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit.  

The  Visitor  tells  of  a  sister  who  is  permitted  to 
do  good  work,  as  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school, 
because  somebody  sent  her  ten  dollars  to  hire 
some  one  to  take  care  of  her  seven-months'-old 
child  while  she  is  at  work  with  the  class.  Possibly 
there  are  a  score  or  more  of  earnest  mothers  who 
could  and  would  gladly  teach  a  class  in  the  Sunday 
school,  where  their  services  are  very 
ed,  if  some  thoughtful  persons 
babes  are  properly  cared  for. 

Just  a  little  too  late  for  last  issue  we  received 
the  sad  news  concerning  the  very  sudden  death 
of  sister  Olive  Bock,  daughter  of  Bro.  Samuel 
Bock,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  Brethren's  Book 
and  Tract  Work,  Dayton,  Ohio.  On  Sunday  even- 
ing, July  9,  while  on  the  steps  of  the  meetinghouse, 
she  became  prostrated  by  a  severe  hemorrhage  of 
the  lungs,  was  carried  into  the  house  and  died 
within  a  few  minutes.  Her  death  took  place  in 
the  same  building  in  which  her  uncle,  S.  W.  Hoov- 
er, dropped  dead  while  preaching,  a  little  over  one 
year  ago.  While  such  a  sudden  death  brings  great 
sorrow  to  the  dear  friends,  who  are  not  expecting 
anything  of  the  kind,  it  is  most  assuredly  a  great 
gain  to  those  who  are  ready  at  any  time  to  take 
their  departure  from  the  earth,  to  be  present  with 
the  Master  and  the  happy  ones  who  have  gone  be- 
fore.   

We  would  like  to  say  something  that  would  stir 
up  all  the  State  Mission  Boards.  Some  time  ago 
it  was  announced  that  the  General  Missionary 
Committee  had  decided  to  send  the  Messenger 
six  months  to  such  earnest  seekers  after  the  Truth 
as  the  State  Boards  would  recommend,  and  that 
such  names  should  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
General  Missionary  Committee  at  Mt.  Morris. 
The  Secretary  now  states,  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Visitor,  that  very  few  names  have  been  sent  in  on 
this  offer.  Brethren,  what  does  this  mean?  Are 
there  no  earnest  seekers  after  the  Truth  in  any 
of  the  State  Districts?  Are  there  not  hundreds  of 
people,  in  the  miscion  fields,  who  might  be  won 
over  to  the  church  by  reading  the  Messenger? 
If  there  are,  let  the  Secretary  of  the  General  Mis- 
sionary Committee  have  their  names  and  address- 
es. Here  is  a  chance  to  do  good,  and  every  State 
Board  should  avail  itself  of  the  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  spread  the  Truth  and  convert  sinners. 


CHRISTIAN  POLITICS. 


vorking  minister  who 
miles  in  a  lumber- 
eatly  appreciate 


We  are  informed  of  a  ] 
has  to  take  his  family  nine  1 
wagon  to  meeting.  He  would 
a  two-seated  spring-wagon,  even  a  secondhanc 
one.  If  any  brother  in  Northern  Illinois  has  sucl 
a  wagon,  that  he  would  like  to  donate  to  a  poo 
preacher,  he  will  please  write  Bro.  D.  M.  Miller, 
Milledgeville,  III.,  for  part  culars.  Then  some  oth- 
er brother  may  want  to  give  five  dollars  to  pay 
freight  on  the  wagon  to  its  destination, 


The  tendency  of  some  preachers  of  high  stand- 
ing to  discredit  the  Bible  narratives  is  to  be 
mented.  While  they  profess  to  be  Christians  they 
teach  that  which  undermines  the  Christian's  faith 
The  Presbyterian  Banner  takes  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott 
to  task  in  a  very  severe  manner  because  of  z 
cent  sermon  preached  in  Plymouth  church,  in 
which  it  says:  "  Dr.  Abbott  denied  the  reality  of 
the  Old-Testament  miracles,  and  even  went  so  far 
as  to  intimate  that  the  resurrection  of  Christ  could 
be  explained  on  the  theory  of  suspended  anima- 
tion." On  this  and  other  utterances  in  the  same 
sermon,  The  Banner  comments  as  follows:  "  It  is 
simply  stuff-garbage,  with  which  to  deceive  and 
lead  away  the  thoughtless.  Nor  is  it  strange  that 
Dr.  Abbott  should  indulge  in  such  talk.  At  least 
twenty  five  years  ago  he  began  to  wander  away 
from  the  truth  of  the  Bible,  although,  like  most 
of  his  class,  he  then  and  afterward  insisted  that 
he  was  within  the  limits  of  strict  orthodoxy.  But 
he  is  an  example  of  the  natural  tendency  of  the 
position  he  took  at  that  time,  and  has  landed  in 
blank  infidelity," 


What!— you   say,— something    new  again?    No, 
ithing  new  about  it,— only  an  old  story  that  has 
:en  lived  and  is  being  lived  every  day.    Though 
very   common    subject   now,   as   to   government 
inditions,     yet    seldom    discussed    as    having    a 
bearing    on    the    church    or    Christian    character, 
ut  are  we  not  politicians  all  the  same? 
The  word   "  politics  "  is  from  the  Greek  politikos, 
id  derived  from  two  Greek  words:  polites,  citizens, 
and  polis,  city,—"  citizens   of  a   city."     The   word 
eans  not  only  this,  but  also  describes  the  char- 
acter of  the   citizens   referred   to, — "such   as    are 
agacious  in  promoting  a  policy,— ingenious  in  ad- 
vancing schemes." 

There  may  be  justifiable  politics  in  caring  for 
and  perpetuating  good  government  both  in  State 
and  church,  but  politics  of  State  have  been  pros- 
tituted to  what  may  be  called  sagacious  scheming. 
May  the  same  be  said  also  of  Christian  politics? 
Well,  we  will  not  say  it.  We  will  only  look  a 
little  along  this  line,  and  see  what  may  be  found. 

As  Annual  Meeting  is  the  acknowledged  head- 
quarters from  which  church  government  emanates, 
it  may  be  well  enough  to  start  our  investigation 
right  there.  Detectives,  to  ward  off  suspicion, 
go  into  some  of  the  most  unlikely  places,  as  well 
as  the  suspected  ones,  and  in  these  degenerate 
times  there  are  no  places  above  suspicion.  Satan 
never  hesitates  to  go  into  the  very  best  of  society, 
and  away  back,  in  the  days  of  Job,  when  the  sons 
of  God  had  a  meeting  in  the  presence  of  the 
Lord,  Satan,  uninvited,  we  suppose,  was  there  too. 
Taking  this  view  of  it,  there  can  certainly  be 
no  impropriety  in  looking  around  at  our  Annual 
Meeting  in  our  search  after  Christian  politics. 
First,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, we  will  take  a  seat  in  the  "  inner  court." 
Brethren,  in  your  deliberations  here,  do  you  have 
any  politics?  "  O,  yes,  we  try  to  use  the  best 
eans  at  our  command  to  promote  the  work  en- 
us-eJ  tc  our  charge."  That  is  all  right,  certainly. 
What  could  wisdom  and  experience  be  for,  if  not 
used  in  promoting  the  best  of  all  causes?  Yes, 
that  is  all  right.  So  we  shall  mark,  "Thus  far, 
Christian  politics."  But  have  any  of  you  pet 
schemes  that  you  wish  carried  out, — something 
about  which  you  would  like  to  have  your  way, 
and  by  using  a  little  sagacity,  or  shrewdness,  it 
could  be  accomplished?  Or,  in  other  words,  is 
there  any  of  that  stuff  used,  which  in  political 
usage  is  called  "  wire-pulling." 

These  may  be  close  and  suspicious  questions, 
but  one  of  the  hardest  things  in  the  world  for 
men  to  do, — even  Christians, — is  to  unself  them- 
selves. And  until  this  is  thoroughly  done,  politics 
will  be  resorted  to.  We  know  that  the  advice  of 
the  church  has  always  been:  "  Keep  out  of  poli- 
good  one,  very  good.     But 


tics."  The  advice 
sometimes  it  is  a  real  good  thing  for  us  to  take 
doses  of  our  own  medicine.  It  is  a  very  practical 
way  of  determining  how  it  will  affect  others  to 
whom  it  is  to  be  administered. 

Then,  in  the  open  council,  is  there  not  danger 
of  us  becoming  politicians  for  a  cause?  Of  some 
we  hear  it  said,  "Why  is  it  that  a  certain  brother 
sets  forth  different  views  in  the  public  discussions 
from  those  expressed  and  held  in  private? "  Y°u 
ask,  Why?  Because  he  is  a  politician,  courting 
favor  from  the  majority  on  the  opinion  that  pre- 
vails. This  is  politics  of  the  baser  sort.  Such 
are  schemers,  seeking  position  at  the  expense  0 
character  and  right.  We  have  no  patience  with 
two-sided  men  in  politics,  either  in  State  or  church. 
The  man  who  thinks  it  not  expedient  to  express 
his  convictions,  acts  wisely  by  remaining  si 
but  the  man  who,  for  the  sake  of  policy, 
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ii  w  about   our  schools   and   other    enterprises 
•laim  to  be  in  touch  with  church  work  and 
er  principles?     Any  politics  here?    Is  there  any 
cious  maneuvering  or  scheming  to  gain  a  point 
accomplish    a   purpose?     In   seeking    aid    and 
tronage,   do  we  say  things   and   take  positions 
rely  f°r  policy's  sake?     If  we  do,  are  we  not 
liticians  in  the  baser  sense?    To  be  a  man  and  a 
n    stian  is  to  stand  by  our  convictions  of  right. 
To  get   patronage,  suffrage,  or  anything    else,   in 
other  way,    is    deception,    and,    in    the    end 
CTUst    result    in    loss.      If    we    had    never  known 
people,  and  self-made    prominent  ones,  too,   take 
double    positions,    for    the    sake    of    position,    or 
accomplishing  a  purpose,  we  would  not  even  infer 
that  such  things  might  be  done  under  the  shade 
„f  Christian   politics.     Our  eyes  seeing    and    our 
ears  hearing  is   equivalent  to  believing.    Indeed, 
there  are  things  we  must  believe,  no  matter  how 
loath  we  are  to  do  it.     And  these  are  the  things 
that  show  us  how  human  we  are.     After  mature 
thought,  casting  about  for  the  profits  and  losses, 
we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  our  convic- 
tions of  right   are   the  most  precious   things    we 
have,  and  that  they  must  be  held  inviolate,  inde- 
pendent of  place,  position  and  favor.     For  those 
who,  from  their  convictions  of  right,   differ  with 
us  in  any  line  of  conduct  or  teaching,  we  have  the 
greatest  respect.     But  for  the  sycophant,  the  pre- 
tender,  flatterer  and    double-face,    whose   leading 
object  is   gain,    honor  and   position,   we  have  no 
use.    Society    is   burdened  by   him,   and  the   fair 
name   of  the   church   is    prostituted.    We    should 
have  laudable  ambition  to  succeed,  but  our  desires 
for  this  should  be  backed  by  good  deeds,  so  that, 
whatever  success  comes,  may  be  the  outgrowth  of 
merit  and  not  the  fruits  of  the  schemer  and  the 
wily  politician.     So,  then,  if  there  be    politics  in 
the   church,  let   them   be   of  the  highest  order,— 
Christian  politics.  H-  B-  B- 


There  was  a  constant  conflict  between  the  Eng- 
lish who  were  engaged  in  importing  and  selling 
the  drug  and  the  Chinese  officials  who,  by  the  in- 
struction of  their  imperial  master,  were  seeking, 
by  all  means  in  their  power,  to  suppress  it. 
The  death  penalty  was  now  fixed  as  a  punishment 
upon  all  the  subjects  of  the  Emperor  who  smoked, 
bought  or  sold  opium.  And  in  order  to  show  the 
English   that    they  were    in    real    earnest   in   this 


matter, 
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OPIUM   AND   THE   OPIUM   WAR. 

The  opium  trade  which  Hastings  had  opened  up 
with  the  Chinese  was  not  only  a  success  but  be- 
came very  profitable.  Those  who  acquired  a  de- 
sire for  the  drug  and  the  habit  of  using  it,  demanded 
more,  and  the  number  who  used  it  constantly  in- 
creased in  numbers.  The  heathen  Emperor  of  a 
heathen  land  soon  became  aware  of  the  great 
wrong  that  was  being  done  to  his  subjects.  He 
saw  the  terrible  effects  produced  by  the  use  of 
the  opiate  upon  the  people.  He  saw  prosperous 
and  comparatively  happy  families  literally  de- 
stroyed by  the  poison.  He  saw  strong  men  re- 
duced to  helplessness,  idiocy  and  to  a  living  death; 
and  seeing  this  he  felt  it  his  duty,  heathen  as  he 
was,  to  save  his  people,  if  possible,  from  the 
evils  which  the  cupidity  and  the  inordinate  love 
of  gold  of  the  English  was  forcing  upon  them.  He 
protested  in  the  most  earnest  manner  against  the 
traffic,  and  plead  with  the  English  to  bring  no 
more  opium  to  his  country.  His  appeal  fell  upon 
ears  deafened  by  the  clink  of  gold. 

In  1796  the  Chinese  Emperor,  Kea-King,  issued 
a  proclamation  forbidding  the  importation  of 
opium  into  his  dominions.  He  also  forbade  the 
smoking  of  the  drug  by  his  subjects,  and  affixed 
severe  punishments  as  penalties  upon  all  who  vio- 
lated the  decree.  But  these  severe  measures  did 
not  have  the  desired  effect.  The  English  found 
means  to  smuggle  their  opium  into  the  country 
and  the  people  smoked  it  and  suffered  the  penal- 
ties. The  trade  increased  so  rapidly  that  in  1820- 
25  an  average  of  a  million  and  a  quarter  pounds, 
annually,  were  imported  from  India  and  consumed 
bv  the  ChineBe, 


were  taken  to  the  English 
e  drug  was  stored  and  sold, 
beheaded  before  the  English 
garded  as  an  insult  to  the 
1  were  violating  both  the  laws 
man  in  their  nefarious  business.  The 
relations  between  the  Chinese  and  the  English  be- 
came anything  but  friendly.  The  former  were  de- 
termined to  force  their  opium  upon  the  heathen 
Chinese  and  the  officials  of  the  latter  were  just 
as  determined  that  the  destructive  drug  should  be 
driven  out  of  their  country.  Efforts  were  made 
to  have  the  importation  and 
ized  by  law,  and  sold  undei 
means  the  Emperor  might  h 

his  income,  but  the  heathens  had  not  learned  that 
it  was  right  to  license  and  legalize  the  wrong,  and 
the    proposition    was    indignantly    refused.     The 
Chinese   authorities   saw  the  terrible    effects    and 
the  fearful  evils  growing  out  of  the  use  of  opium 
and   determined   to   rid   their  country  of  it.     But 
they  did  not  know  the  strength  of  England.    They 
could   not   understand    why  a    country    that    was 
sending   missionaries   to   convert   them    to    Chris- 
tianity should,  at  the  same  time, 
a  commodity  to  destroy  the  life  a 
people.     They  knew  not  of  Engl 
tion  to  force  opium  upon  them  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  if  necessary. 

In  January,  1839,  the  governor  of  the  Canton  1 
district,  by  order  of  the  Emperor,  issued  a  proc- 
lamation threatening  to  destroy  the  opium  ships 
if  they  were  not  sent  away  from  Canton,  where 
several  had  been  anchored  and  used  as  opium 
depots.  He  also  announced  that  a  special  com- 
missioner had  been  appointed  by  the  Emperor 
to  carry  out  his  instructions,  and  that  it  was  his 
determined  purpose  "  to  cut  off  utterly  the  source 
of  this  noxious  abuse,  to  strip  bare  and  root  up 
this  enormous  evil;  and,  though  his  axe  should 
break  in  his  hand  or  his  boat  should  sink  from 
beneath  him,  yet  will  he  not  stay  his  efforts  till  the 
work  of  purification  be  accomplished." 

The  High  Commissioner,  Lin,  arrived  at  Canton 
in  March  and  he  at  once  ordered  that  all  the 
opium  in  the  store-ships  should  be  given  up  to 
him,  and  all  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  traffic 
in  any  way  should  give  bonds  that  they  would 
never  bring  any  more  into  the  country,  under  pain 
of  death.  The  demand  for  the  delivery  of  the 
opium  was  complied  with  and  by  the  4th  of  May 
a  little  over  three  million  pounds  had  been  given 
up  under  protest. 

"  The  destruction  of  the  drug,  which  was  valued 
at  ten  million  dollars,  took  place  a  short  distance 
from  Canton  in  the  presence  of  Commissioner 
Lin  The  Chinese  authorities  were  unwilling  to 
cast  the  opium  into  the  river,  lest  the  fish  should 
be  poisoned  by  it.  The  method  of  destruction 
adopted  was  as  follows:  Three  large  vats,  or 
trenches,  one  hundred  feet  long,  seventy-five  feet 
wide  and  seven  feet  deep,  were  constructed.  Each 
trench  was  flagged  with  stone  arid  lined  round 
with  heavy  timbers,  and  was  separately  enclosed, 
having  an  entrance  only  on  the  side,  which  was 
carefully  guarded  day  and  night.  The  trenches 
were  filled  from  about  one  to  two  feet  deep  with 
fresh  water,  into  which  the  balls  of  opium,  having 
been  previously  broken  into  small  pieces,  were 
thrown.     Coolies   (the  term 
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laborers  in  the  East),  were  employed  in  the  trench- 
es, treading  upon  them,  and  keeping  the  opium 
turned  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  vat,  while  others 
were  employed  in  spreading  salt  and  lime-  over 
the  whole  surface  of  the  pit.  When  the  whole 
mass  was  in  a  state  of  decomposition  and  in  a 
sufficiently  liquid  state  to  be  drawn  off,  a  sluice, 
furnished  with  a  screen  to  stop  solid  pieces,  was 
opened  and  the  liquid  flowed  into  the  creek." 

The  time  required  to  complete  the  work  of  de- 
struction   was    twenty    days.    Thus    the    Chinese 
officials  gave  abundant  proof  that    they    were    in 
deep    earnest    in    their    efforts    to    suppress    the 
J  to  ■  save   their  people   from    the    dire 
iulting  from  the  use  of  opium.     A   par- 
would  be  if  the  officials  of  our  own  coun- 
to  determine  to  stamp  out  the  traffic  in 
intoxicating  drinks  and  would  collect  all  the  in- 
toxicants in  the  country   and    destroy   them,   and 
would  forbid,  under  pain  of  death,  the  importation, 
manufacture,  sale  and  use  of  the  poison. 

The  action  of  Commissioner  Lin,  in  destroying 
the  opium  was  taken  by  the  English  as  a  sufficient 
pretext  for  war,  which  was  accordingly  declared 
in  1840.  The  British  fleet  soon  after  arrived  and 
the  work  of  coercion  commenced.  It  was  the 
strong  against  the  weak,  the  giants  among  pig- 
mies. The  Chinese  were  defeated  at  every  point. 
In  the  records  of  the  war  such  statements  as  these 
are  to  be  found:  "  Chinese  loss,  five  hundred 
killed,  the  English,  did  not  lose  a  man."  "  Several 
thousand  Chinese  troops  defended  a  fort."  "  Only 
one  hundred  of  them  accepted  quarter." 
slaughter  and  massacre  instead  of  war. 

Under  such  conditions  the  heathens  sc 
for  peace.  Their  cities  and  towns  had  been  bom- 
barded and  some  of  them  destroyed,  and  many 
lives  had  been  sacrificed  to  save  the  country  from 
the  evil  that  was  being  forced  upon  them  by  a 
I  Christian  (?)  nation.  But  these  people  died  in 
I  vainl  A  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  and  signed 
in   1842,  which  provided  that  four  additional  ports 

„,er.     to     hr-     nponcd     to      EnSlioh      I.aJ.      o.,J      tH-t 

opium  must  be  admitted  without  molestation.  In 
addition  to  this,  the  Chinese  were  compelled  to 
pay  the  English  fci.ooo.ooo  as  indemnity  and  cede 
to  them  the  Island  of  Hong  Kong,  which  the 
Queen  holds  to-day.  Such  was  the  impetus  given 
to  the  opium  trade  by  the  war,  which  is  known  in 
history  as  "The  Opium  War,"  that  in  1850  the 
amount  sent  into  China  was  not  far  from  three 
million  pounds.  The  traffic  continued  and  still  con- 
tinues under  the  protest  of  the  Chinese  Emperor. 

There  is  not  recorded  in  the  history  of  modern 
nations,  so  dark  a  blot  as  that  borne  by  the 
British  on  account  of  the  opium  war.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten  that  this  took  place  under  the  reign 
of  England's  best  ruler,  Queen  Victoria. 

We  close  this  letter  with  the  language  of  an  emi- 
nent authority  on  the  subject* 

"The  enforced  traffic  of  opium  upon  China  is 
the  greatest  national  sin  and  the  most  [^-reaching 
in  its  consequences  perpetrated  by  any  nation  of 
the  century.  In  its  quiet  but  uninterrupted  sweep 
of  destruction  it  has  caused,  so  far  as  numbers 
alone  are  involved,  greater  loss  of  human  life 
than  war  with  all  its  attendant  consequences.  It 
has  increased  the  death  rate  more  than  the  epi- 
demic diseases  which  have  prevailed  during  the 
century.  It  has  caused  more  helplessness  and 
degradation,  a  wider  spread  of  impoverishment,  a 
greater  aggregate  of  suffering  and  misery  than  ha 
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other  of  the  agencies  of  the  indulgence  of 
appetite,  or  gratification  of  sensual  pleasure.  It 
has  blocked  the  wheels  of  progress  in  the  matter 
of  the  dissemination  of  Christian  truth,  and  ob- 
structed the  advance  of  civilization  more  than  any 
other  obstacle."  D-  L'  M- 


•Dr.  M.  M.  Chipman. 


THE    GOSPEL    MESSBNGEE-. 
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25.  1896. 


■  HOME  ♦  AND  *  FAMILY* 


LITTLE  ARMCHAIR. 

Nohodv  sits  in  the  little  armchair; 

It  stands  in  a  corner  dim; 
But  a  white-haired  mother  gazing  there, 

And  yearningly  thinking  of  him. 
Sees  through  the  dust  of  the  long  ago 

The  bloom  of  her  hoy's  sweet  face, 
As  he  rocks  so  merrily  to  and  fro, 

With  a  laugh  that  cheers  the  place. 
Sometimes  he  holds  a  book  in  his  hand. 

Sometimes  his  little  school-slate; 
And  the  lesson  is  hard  to  understand, 

And  the  figures  hard  to  mate; 
But  she  sees  the  nod  of  his  father's  head, 

So  proud  of  his  little  son, 
And  she  hears  the  words  so  often  said, 
"  No  fear  for  our  little  one." 
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wonderful  days,  the  de; 
child  with  sunny  hair 
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n  tbe  little  chair, 
ck  in  the  busy  years, 

When  the  great  world  caught  tbe  man, 
And  he  strode  away  past  hopes  and  fears, 

To  his  place  in  the  battle's  van. 
But  now  and  then,  in  a  wistful  dream, 

Like  a  picture  out  of  date, 
She  sees  a  head  with  a  golden  gleam 

Bent  over  a  pencil  and  slate; 
And  she  lives  again  the  happy  day, 

The  day  of  her  young  life's  spring, 
'When  the  small  armchair  stood  just  in  the 

The  center  ot  everything. 


-A'l-w  1..W'  World. 


AFTER  WE  ARE  OONE. 


ItV    H.iWAKIi  MILLER. 
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often  a  feeling  of  worry  as  to  what 
of  our  loved  ones  when  we  are  taken 
This  is  natural  enough,  but  it  is  a 
:all  into  question  the  judgment  of  the 
>uld  be  impossible  to  get  along  in  the 
th  without  His  help,  and  if  He  calls 
certain  that  it  is  well.     It  is  hard  for 


i  to  see  this,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  true. 
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that  we  are  so  short- 
nnot  see  a  second  ahead  of  us. 
end  of  time,  and  happy  is  the  one 
judgments  as  mercies,  even  though 
wrapped  in  the  darkest  of  clouds, 
it  the  case  that  Ihe  workings  of 
ire  tor  our  good  but  that  good  is  sometimes 
ent  as  we  go  along  and  see  how  it  all  turns 
out.  I  happen  to  know  several  such  cases.  Some 
twenty  years  ago  there  was  a  miner  in  the  coal 
regions,  the  only  support  of  a  wife  and  four  very 
small  children.  One  day  the  mine  caved  in  on 
him  and  broke  his  back.  He  died  a  lingering 
death  and  all  the  little  that  they  had  was  swept 
off,  and  there  was  not  a  soul  to  help  in  sight 
What  happened  was  this.  The  woma 
brood  to  the  city  and  worked,  placir 
here  and  there  as  she  could.  In  a  littl 
after  the  other  developed  into  a  worker 
winner.  Some  of  them  went  to  school 
followed  later.  To-day  one  of  them  i 
of  the  Y.  M.  C,  A,  in  a  foreign  land,  another  is 
a  railroad  official,  and  the  others  are  student  and 
helper  at  home.  They  have  a  clean,  pleasant 
home,  and  had  the  father  lived,  in  all  probability 
the  boys  would  have  been  miners  in  a  dirty,  grimy 
class  of  dangerous  work  that  often  means  poverty 
and  trouble.  The  girl  would  have  been  the  wife 
of  a  man  who  lived  in  the  back  street  and  it  would 
have  been  a  question  of  something  to  eat  half  the 
time. 

Then  I  knew  well  the  case  of  a  prominent  man 
who  was  reputed  wealthy.  He  had  ten  children 
who  had  never  earned  their  salt.  They  had  be- 
come impressed  with  the  idea  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  it.  Then  the  man  died  suddenly  and 
there  was  a  great  wail  sent  up  when  it  was  known 
that  all  he  left  were  enormous  debts.  The  family 
came  in  for  endless  sympathy.  That  was  some 
five  years  ago.  To-day  the  whole  lot  of  them  are 
engaged  in  work  of  some  kind.    One  helpless  girl 
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is  in  school  where  she  gets  a  salary  of  S1200  a 
year;  a  boy  is  in  a  bank,  another  is  in  a  store  and 
as  far  as  they  are  able  they  are  all  working  and 
doing  well.  In  fact  their  being  thrown  on  their 
own  resources  was  a  perfect  and  literal  godsend 
to  them  all.  Who  will  say  that  it  is  not  better 
as  it  is  in  these  two  cases?  And  they  could  be 
multiplied  indefinitely. 

I  do  not  doubt  at  all  but  that  He  does  all  things 
well,  even  though  his  movings  may  seem  mysteri- 
ous to  us,  and  they  are  all  cleared  up  in  the 
wonders  that  he  performs.  Never  did  poet  pen  a 
truer  line  than  this. 

Ltwisburgh,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 


THE  HAND  OP  QOD. 


BV  T.   D.  ALLEN 


I  The  evidences  of  God's  providences  are  cumula- 
tive. If  it  were  possible  to  blot  out  every  instance 
on  record,  illustrating  our  Heavenly  Father's  care 
for   his   children,    new    facts   would   be   developed 


uld 


to 


testify  to  fresh  experiences  of  Providential  guid- 
ance and  protection.  It  is  these  accounts  which 
attest  divine  love  and  watchfulness  far  better  than 
all  the  books  on  Christian  evidences  ever  written. 
In  "  The  Guiding  Hand,"  a  large  collection  of 
actual  incidents  in  illustration  of  our  subject, 
gathered  together  by  that  grand  defender  of  the 
truth,— H.  L.  Hastings,  of  Boston,  is  the  following 
instance,  showing  providential  direction,  and  teach- 
ing that  "  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way,  his 
wonders  to  perform."  The  incident  was  related  by 
a  minister  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  latter's  office: 

"  One  bright  morning  in  the  spring  of  1S50, 
after  commending  us  to  the  Divine  protection,  my 
father  put  two  bushels  of  rye  into  his  wagon  and 
started  for  the  grist-mill  at  Rockland,  R.  I.,  a  few 

les  distant  from  our   home.     When    more   than 

If  way  there  he  had  to  cross  a  bridge  called 
'  The  Wharf,'  along  the  sides  of  which  there  were 
railings,  but  only  some  logs  laid  upon  the  end 
of  the  planks. 

"  When  on  the  middle  of  this  bridge  the  horse 
npped    and    began    to    back.      My    father     leaped 

from  the  wagon,  and  the  horse  continued  backing 
till  the  hind  wheels  went  over  the  logs  and  off 
the  edge  of  the  bridge,  and  the  wagon-seat  and 
grain-bag  tumbled  out  and  fell  into  the  stream. 
At  this  moment  the  horse  stopped,  the  forward 
wheels  caught  on  the  log,  and  the  hinder  part  of 
the  wagon  hung  over  the  edge  of  the  bridge, 
being  held  by  the  horse  and  by  the  forward  wheels. 

"  Four  or  five  men  soon  came  to  the  rescue; 
the  wagon  was  lifted  back,  the  grist  fished  up  from 
the  water,  and  in  half  an  hour  my  father  was  on 
his  way  back  home  to  dry  his  grist  and  get  it  ready 
for  grinding  again. 

"There  was  mystery  about  this  whole  transac- 
tion. We  could  not  imagine  what  had  made  the 
horse  back  when  upon  the  bridge.  He  showed  no 
signs  of  fright,  and  had  never  acted  so  before. 
My  father  was  troubled.  He  had  earnestly  prayed 
that  morning,  that  the  angel  of  the  Lord  might 
encamp  round  about  us  that  day,  and  now  to  be 
subjected  to  such  an  accident  and  so  much  incon- 
venience, was  something  of  a  trial  to  his  faith, 
though  it  did  not  shake  his  confidence  in  God. 

"He  returned  home,  and  we  went  to  work  to 
dry  our  grain  and  prepare  it  for  grinding;  but 
when  we  spread  out  the  rye  upon  a  cloth  in  the 
sun  to  dry,  we  noticed,  scattered  all  through  it, 
fragments  of  a  fine,  glittering  substance,  which,  on 
examination,  proved  to  be  glass!  Thousands  on 
thousands  of  little  fragments  and  splinters  of 
broken  glass  were  mingled  with  those  two  bushels 
of  rye— enough  to  have  caused  the  death  of  all 
our  family  and  a  hundred  others  if  the  grain  had 
been  ground  and  baked  and  eaten. 

"We  were  amazed  at  this  revelation;  and  with 
what  grateful  hearts  we  knelt  around  the  family 
altar  and  thanked  God  for  his  wonderful  provi- 
dence which  had  so  strangely  preserved  our  lives! 

"But  how  came  the  glass  thus  mingled  with  the 
grain?     It  was  all  explained  very  soon.    The  rye 


had  been  kept  in  an  open  barrel,   and  over  th' 
barrel   our   neighbors   had   smoothed   axe-handl  ' 
using  pieces  of  glass  to  scrape  and  polish  them' 
These  pieces  of  glass  were  thus  broken  and  sd!' 
tered,  and  the  fragments  dropped  unnoticed  i  T 
the  grain,  and  were  measured  up   and   placed    ° 
the  bag  to  be  carried  to  the   mill.     No  one  s  '" 
pected   the    danger,   and    if   that    grist    had    been 
ground   no   human   power  could  have  averted  the 
calamity,    or   saved   our   family    from   the  terrihl 
influence  of  a  poison  so  deadly  as  powdered  gla 
God  in  his  providence   interposed   and  preserv  H 
our  lives; — truly  it  is  but  right  that  they  should  b 
consecrated  to  his  service." 

Such  an  incident  may  be  meaningless  to  the 
skeptic,  who  shuts  his  eyes  to  the  strongest  evi 
dence,  but  to  the  Christian  it  is  a  source  of  com 
fort.  Instances  similar  to  this  one  just  related  are 
scattered  by  thousands  throughout  religious  liters 
ture. 

"WHERE  IS  ABEL  THY  BROTHER?" 


SELECTED  BV  M. HOOVER, 

"And  the  Lord  said  unto  Cain,  Where  is  Abel 
thy  brother?  "  The  Lord  said  unto  Adam,  "  Where 
art  thou"  ?  and  unto  Cain,  "Where  is  Abel  thy 
brother?"  This  is  the  order — first  make  thyself 
ever  fit  to  be  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  then  thy 
brother,  where  is  he? 

What  a  question  this  for  Cain!  How  well  he 
knew  where  Abel  was,  the  very  spot  in  the  field 
where  he  lay;  how  well  he  remembered  the  last 
look  of  the  corpse  lying  still,  pressing  down  the 
grass,  the  blood  sinking  down  and  oozing  into  the 
opening  earth:  he  knew  it  all;  the  picture  was  be- 
fore his  eyes  forever,  drawn  in  colors  bloody  red, 
burnt  in  his  very  soul.  "  My  sin  is  ever  before 
me." 

Cain  knew;  and  God  knew  as  well.  He  had  seen 
it  all,— the  blow,  the  blows,  the  blood,  the  death; 
and  the  blood  cried  aloud  for  vengeance  I 
ground.  Thus  he  comes  near  to  Cain,  touching  his 
conscience  on  the  tender  place,  Where  is  Abel  thy 
brother? "  There  are  some  sins  which  provok;. 
weary  out  his  patience  more1, 
ier  is  one  of  them.  It  is  a 
:  human  being  to  take  away 
d  the  more  dreadful  form  is 
such  a  broth- 


i  vengea 


God' 

than  others,  and 

dreadful  thing  ft 

the  life  of  anoth. 

when  that  other  is  thy  brothe 

e'r— an  Abel. 

God  has  not  left  this  world  to  care  for  itself. 
Though  he  does  not  always  step  out  of  his  place  to 
punish  each-sin,  as  it  is  committed,  he  yet  sees  all, 
notes  and  remembers  all.  Each  act  and  fact  is  as 
well  known  to  him  as  if  it  alone  were  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  his  care.  The  law  carries  its  sanction  wish 
it.  Each  breach  of  the  law  carries  with  it  the  sen- 
tence of  death.  It  is  not  executed  speedily.  God 
is  in  no  haste  for  execution  of  judgment;  the  crimi- 
nal cannot  escape  him;  his  dignity,  his  authority 
can  lose  nothing  by  delay,  and  hence  the  sentence 
against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed  speedily;  and 
therefore,  instead  of  using  the  delay  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  mercy,  as  God  intends,  the  hearts 
of  the  children  of  men  are  fully  set  in  them  to  do 
evil. 

God  virtually  asks  each  of  us  on  the  back  of  each 
sin  of  omission  and  of  commission,  in  which  our 
neighbor  is  involved,  "Where  is  Abel  thy  broth- 
er? "  God  holds  us  responsible  for  all  that  we  do, 
which,  by  its  effects,  has  an  injurious  action  on  any 
of  our  fellow  men.  The  blood  of  the  body  resting 
red  on  the  hand  is  terrible  to  think  of;  but  it  is  ""j 
ly  as  the  small  dust  in  the  balance  when  compared 
with  the  blood  of  a  human  soul.  , 

It  will  not  do  for  us  to  reply  by  the  question  °> 
Cain,  "Am  I  my  brother's  keeper?"  He  was  a 
murderer  and  a  liar.  "  I  know  not,"  says  he.  w 
do  not  mean  to  stand  in  his  place,  to  occupy  his*1' 
cant  room.  He  says,  "  Am  I  my  brother's  keep- 
er? "—as  if  he  had  meant  to  insinuate,  "■  Thou  a"; 
He  is  thy  favorite;  is  he  not  thy  special  charge 
This  will  not  do  for  us.  It  did  not  do  for  »""' 
Master!  where  is  the  soul  of  thy  servant?  Mot  he  • 
father!  where   is  the  soul   of* thy    child?    Sis    ' 
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where  is  the  soul  of  Abel  thy  brother?  Minister, 
elder,  official,  of  whatever  name  in  the  church  of 
iesus' Christ,  where  is  the  soul  of  the  man  whom 
God  put  under  thy  charge,  over  the  which  the 
Holy  Ghost  hath  made  thee  an  overseer?  Think, 
each  of  you  in  your  several  places  and  relations, 
what  answer  you  will  have  ready  when  the  Judge  of 
all  the  earth  comes  to  hold  inquest  over  all  these, 
and  all  other  matters.  Think  of  that  sin  which  you 
committed;  another  saw  it,  and,  excited  by  your  ex- 
ample, followed  in  your  footsteps.  Stronger  than 
he,  you  stopped  short;  God  had  mercy  on  you  and 
arrested  you  in  your  downward  way;  but  your 
weaker  brother  staggered  wearily,  blindly  on,  and 
at  last  his  feet  stumbled  on  the  dark  mountains, 
and  he  fell  quick  into  the  jaws  of  the  second  death. 
Where  is  Abel  thy  brother? 

Think  of  that  young  man  whom  you  once  saw 
going  forth  on  a  Sabbath-breaking  excursion.  You 
passed  him,  in  the  pride  of  face,  on  your  way  to 
the  house  of  God.  A  kind  word  and  a  gentle 
warning  from  you  would  have  stopped  him  then; 
but  he  went  on,  and  from  bad  to  worse.  Drunken- 
ness followed,  and  the  end  was  death;  and  you 
might  have  prevented  all,  had  you  spoken  the  word 
in  season;  but,  like  the  priest  and  the  Levite,  you 
passed  by  on  the  other  side,  and  left  your  brother 
Another  may  have  passed  and  stopped; 
naritan  may  have  been  found  to  bind  up 
wounds,  but  that  will  be  no  reply  for  you 
asks,  Where  is  Abel  thy  brother? 
Do  you  remember  that  pleasant  excursion  you 
had  with  your  friend?  You  set  out  in  the  morning 
together;  you  spent  the  day  in  varied  talk-story, 
tale,  quotation,  joke;  you  poured  forth  all  your 
stores,  and  your  wit  was  exuberant  and  delightful; 
it  was  a  day  of  gladness,  and  to  be  remembered  for 
many  a  noteworthy  thing;  but  you  never  spoke  to 
him  of  God;  you  never  asked  whether  all  was  well 
with  his  soul;  whether  he  rested  for  righteousness 
on  the  finished  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  was  ac- 
cepted in  the  beloved;— for  all  that  passed  between 
you  that  day  you  might  have  been  a  follower  of 
Confucius,  or  Mohammed,  or  a  believer  in  Jove, 
'  and  not  a  disciple  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  That  day's 
work  stamped  its  impress  deep  on  the  soul  of  thy 
careless  brother.  It  added  another  stone  to  the 
door  of  his  sepulchre,  another  rivet  to  the  strength 
of  the  chain  of  iron  wherewith  he  was  bound.  It 
built  him  up  and  confined  him  in  his  carelessness. 
It  was  another  stab  at  thy  brother's  heart,  and  God 
asks  about  it,  Where  is  Abel  thy  brother? 

You  are  your  own  and  you  are  your  brother's 
keeper,  and  you  will  never  learn  how  to  keep  or 
care  for  your  brother  till  you  have  learned  to  keep 
and  care  for  your  own  soul,  and  this  you  will  never 
do  till  God  keeps  you.  You  will  never  do  any 
good  to  others  till  God  has  done  good  to  yourself. 
You  must  have  salvation  and  the  joy  of  it  before 
you  will  care  to  speak  of  it.  David  prays,  "  Re- 
store unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation,  and  uphold 
me  with  thy  free  Spirit;  then  will  I  teach  transgres- 
sors thy  ways,  and  sinners  shall  be  converted  unto 
thee." 

These  are  solemn  questions,  dear  reader,  for  thee 
and  for  me:  Is  there  really  the  blood  of  an  Abel  on 
thy  hands  or  mine?  Have  we,  by  any  act  of  omis- 
sion or  commission,  sent  the  soul  of  a  brother 
down  to  the  pit  of  death?  Is  it  so  that  through  all 
eternity,  in  hell,  some  brother  can  lay  the  guilt  of 
his  eternal  death,  instrumentally,  at  your  door  or 
mine?  Surely  the  bare  possibility  that  it  may  be 
so  should  quicken  us  to  redoubled  zeal  and  dili- 
gence, working  with  our  might  the  things  our 
I  to  do.  And  with  what  earnestness  of 
t  we  now  to  offer  up  this  prayer  of 
'  Deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness,  O 
God,  thou  God  of  my  salvation;  and  my  tongue 
shall  sing  aloud  of  thy  righteousness."  The  apos- 
tle Paul  could  say,  "  I  take  you  to  record  this  day 
that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  au  men."  And 
he  could  say  that,  because  he  could  also  say,  "  That 
°y  the  space  of  three  years  I  ceased  not  to  warn 
"very  one,  night  and  day,  with  tears:'  Have  your 
answer  ready  when  God  comes  to  ask,  "  Where  is 
Abel  thy  brother?" 
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Church  News  solicited  !nr  this  I  Vparlment.  I!  you  have  had  a  good 
send  a  report  o(  it.  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
e  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
3  possible.  Laud  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
:nt.    Our  advertising  columns  atTord  ample  room  (or  that  purpose. 


From  the  Port  of  Baltimore  Mission. 

By  the  grace  of  our  dear  Heavenly  Father,  after 
about  four  years'  stay  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  I  de- 
cided to  go  back  to  Baltimore  City,  Md. 

Here  our  dear  Bro.  Quinlan  is  trying  to  spread 
the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  among  the  many  poor 
and  neglected  boys  and  girls  of  this  great  and  wick- 
ed city. 

At  1108  Towson  St.,  Locust  Point,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  is  another  mission,  which  was  opened  Feb.  24, 
1896,  for  the  many  sailors  and  immigrants  which 
arrive  from  every  part  of  the  world.  This  mission 
is  located  in  one  of  the  worst  sections  of  the  city, 
surrounded  with  saloons.  This  mission  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  sailors  and  immigrants  only,  but  also 
reaches  out  to  every  class  of  people  residing 
around. 

This  mission  is  not  supported  by  the  Brethren,  as 
it  ought  to  be.  We  would  have  a  greater  success 
if  we  had  the  means  to  carry  out  this  great  work 
among  fallen  humanity.  We  are  very  thankful  for 
the  few  donations  already  given  by  some  dear 
brethren  and  sisters. 

Some  time  ago  Bro.  Quinlan  met  a  man  who  is  a 
member  of  another  denomination.  He  said  they 
were  willing  to  furnish  all  money  and  pay  all  the 
expenses  if  he  would  conduct  the  Mission  accord- 
ing to  their  doctrines.  The  true  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  cannot  be  spread  at  the  sacrifice  of  only  a 
few  dollars. 

While  here  I  have  been  doing  some  work  among 
the  sailors  and  immigrants.  A  good  many  Scandi- 
navian sailors  are  coming  to  this  port,  and  I  have 
been  trying  to  tell  them  about  a  loving  Savior, 
who  is  willing  to  save  the  vilest  sinner.  I  was  sor- 
ry I  had  to  say,  Farewell!  My  determination  is  to 
leave  for  my  home, — Sweden, — to-morrow,  Satur- 
day, at  2  P.  M.,  on  Cunard  line  steamer,  "  Etruria." 
Pray  for  me  that  I  may  have  a  safe  voyage. 

Andrew  Westergren. 
Baltimore,  Md.July  10. 


hands 
soul  01 
David'; 


.  friend 
elect   « 


From  the  Cheyenne  County  Church,  Kans. 

The  Cheyenne  County  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  June  27.  Considerable  business  came  be- 
fore the  meeting,  which  was  disposed  of  in 
ly,  Christian  manner.  It  was  decided  to 
minister  and  deacon,  which  election  will  take  place 
at  our  next  council  previous  to  love  feast.  It  was 
also  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast,  which  will  be 
held  Oct.  3  and  4.  The  exact  location  will  be  pub- 
lished soon.  Brethren,  and  especially  ministering 
brethren,  are  not  only  requested  but  urged  to  be 
present  on  that  occasion.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
fields  in  the  West  for  mission  work,  but  the  labor- 
ers are  so  few.  Any  one  wishing  to  attend  will  be 
met  at  the  train  by  notifying  Bro.  Wm.  Hiltabidel, 
Atwood,  Kans.,  or  the  writer.  Will  not  some  one 
respond  to  the  call? 

Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  F.  Cline,  preached  for  us  on 
Saturday  evening  and  Sunday  morning  and  even- 
ing to  an  appreciative  audf 


Charles  H.  Slifer 


Bird  City,  Kans. 


the  school  a  Superintendent,  sister  Esta  Simmons, 
was  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  assign  them  les- 
sons and  occasionally  to  give  them  a  review. 

Of  course,  the  working  of  the  whole  school  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  general  Superintend- 
ent. It  seems  that  this  method  of  teaching  the 
little  folks,  instead  of  trying  to  interest  them  in 
deep,  difficult  parts  of  the  Scriptures  like  Hebrews, 
is  giving  universal  satisfaction.  They  are  taking 
a  greater  interest  in  the  school  than  ever  before. 
Our  general  work  this  term  is  the  committing  of 
Scriptural  verses,  and  in  this  the  school  responds 
well,  as  about  seventy-five  verses  are  repeated 
each  Sunday  morning,  with  an  average  attendance 
of  some  over  one  hundred.  As  a  result  of  a 
special  effort,  last  Sunday  morning  four  hundred 
and  thirteen  verses  were  repeated  and  of  these 
there  were  twenty-two  full  chapters. 

The  teachers'  meetings  are  held  weekly  at 
Brethren's  houses  and  seem  to  be  a  valuable  aid  to 
the  Sunday  school.  Truly  we  have  every  reason 
to  thank  the  Lord  for  his  help  to  us  in  the  church 
and  Sunday  school.  That  his  grace  may  rest  more 
fully  upon  us,  in  our  feeble  efforts  henceforth,  is 
our  earnest  prayer!  Ira  Blocher. 

Greenville,  Ohio,  July  g. 

[It  is  gratifying  to  learn  of  good  Sunday  schools, 
even  where  they  do  select  their  own  lessons,  but 
we  suggest  that  the  schools,  not  using  any  of  our 
helps,  send  for  samples  of  our  Quarterlies  and  see 
the  great  advantage  of  this  system  of  study,  Es- 
pecially would  we  recommend  the  Juvenile  Quarterly 
and  Children  at  Work  to  the  young  classes.  At 
the  present  time  our  lessons  are  in  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, and  this  part  of  the  Bible  should  be 
studied  in  connection  with  the  New  Testament, 
but  next  year  our  lessons  will  be  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  and  we  anticipate  the  most  inter- 
esting course  of  study  we  have  had  in  a  long 
while.  We  again  suggest  that  our  present  method 
of  study  be  carefully  examined  by  those  not  fa- 
miliar with  it.— Ed  ] 

The  Debate. 

The  debate  which  has  been  for  some  time  pend- 
ing between  Mr.  J.  F.  Cass,  of  the  Disciple  church, 
and  Bro.  J.  C.  Johnson,  of  the  German  Baptist 
Brethren,  has  now  been  arranged  for,  and  will  be 
held  at  the  Montgomery  church,  Pa.,  commencing 
Aug,  17.     The  propositions  are  as  follows: 

/.  C.Johnson  affirms. ■ 

That  the  bowing  posture,  forward  action,  trine 
immersion,  is  apostolic  and  primitive  baptism. 

That  the  Lord's  Supper  is  a  full  evening  meal 
preceded  by  the  washing  of  the  saints'  feet  and 
succeeded  by  the  blessing  and  partaking  of  bread 
and  wine. 

That  feet-washing,  as  recorded  by  John  13,  and 
as  referred  to  by  Paul  in   1  Tim.    5,  is    a   divine 
rite  and  belongs  to  the  new  covenant  of  grace. 
J.  F.  Coss  denies. 

/.  F.  Coss  affirms: 

That  a  standing  posture,  backward  action,  single 
immersion,  is  apostolic  and  primitive  baptism. 

That  the  Lord's  Supper  is  composed  of  bread 
and  wine,  and  may  be  partaken  of  at  any  time  of 
the  day. 

That  feet-washing,  as  recorded  by  John  13,  and 
as  referred  to  by  Paul  in  I  Tim.  5,  is  a  household 
duty  or  a  Jewish  custom.       J.  C.  Johnson  denies. 
John  R.  Rairigh. 

Ord,  Pa.  _ 


The  Union  City  Sunday  School. 

At  the  request  of  our  Superintendent,  Bro.  J.  Q. 
Helman,  we  will  give  an  account  of  our  Sunday 
school.  % 

The  congregation  is  almost  unanimously  in  favor 
of  using  the  Testament  instead  of  following  the 
International  lessons.  As  we  have  been  studying 
Timothy  to  Hebrews,  which  is  too  deep  to  be 
grasped  by  the  young  minds  in  the  primary  classes, 
the  school  decided  to  have  their  lessons  selected 
from  the  Life  of  Christ.     To  oversee  this  part  of 


From  Southeast  Florida. 


fter  being  on 
time   we  left 


We  landed  here  safely  June  4, 
the  way  fifty-four  hours  from  the 
Warrensburg,  Mo.  "We"  means 
three  children  and  myself.  We  coi 
pose  of  making  this  our  home,  if 
enough;  and  for  our  own  benefit,  a: 
of  a  few  other  families  that  want  to  come  South, 
we  concluded  to  come  here  and  see  the  country. 
We  have  decided  to  make  this  our  home,  and  are 
building  now.  The  longer  we  stay,  the  better  we 
like  it. 


ly  wife,  our 
e  for  the  pur- 
<e  like  it  well 
well   as   that 
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idea  of  our  location, 
from  the  west  side 
which,  at  this  point, 
It  is  separated  from 


nbers 


That  you  may  have  a  clear 
I  will  say  we  are  one-half  mih 
of  the  famous  Indian   River, 
is  only  about  one  mile  wide, 
the  Atlantic   by   a  strip   of   land,   about   or 
one-fourth   miles   wide   here.      We  are    175 
south  and  78  miles  east  of  Jacksonville,  Fl 
rail  it  is  only  219  miles.     Uro.  George   Kii 
his  wife,  and  my  wife  and  myself,  are  the  m< 
here  now. 

The  prospect  for  a  church  here  is  better  than  1 
had  expected,  and  I  trust  1  shall  not  be  disap 
pointed.  The  people  give  such  earnest  attentior 
to  our  talks,  that  we  can  but  be  hopeful,  and  w. 
hope  that  the  Brethren  in  the  North  will  be  inter 
ested  in  the  work  here.  There  are  towns  up  ant 
down  the  river  where  we  ought  to  have  meetings 
and  we  will,  as  the  way  opens,  preach  for  them. 

Any  one,  wishing  to  know  more  of  this  place,  cai 
get  what  I  know  by  writing  and  enclosing  stamp. 
J.  R  Leatherman. 

Woodley,  Fla.,  July  8. 


From  Roanoke,  La. 

Since  our  last  report  we  have  received  one  mem- 
ber by  recommendation,  one  by  restoration  and 
one  by  letter. 

July  Fourth  was  a  very  pleasant  day  at  our 
church.  At  10  A.  M.  we  had  a  children's  meeting, 
conducted  by  sister  Kate  Coffman.  A  few  of  the 
children  gave  us  some  declamations,  after  which 
we  prepared  the  tables  and  gave  the  children  the 
first  seats.  At  3  P.  M.  we  had  some  talks  on 
"  Standing  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ 
hath  made  us  free."  by  some  of  the  ministers  pres- 
ent. 

At  5:30  P.  M.  we  had  examination  services,  pre- 
paratory to  love  feast,  which  began  about  7:30  P. 
M.  Thus  the  day  was  spent,  which  will  long  be 
remembered  by  a  number  who,  for  the  first  time 
in  life,  surrounded  the  sacred  table  of  the  Lord. 

After  evening  services  were  over,  Kid.  S.  A,  Hon- 
berger  and  wife  started  on  an  eastern  trip.  They 
go  via  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Reading,  Pa„  where 
they  spent  their  childhood  days.  We  are  now  in 
expectation  of  the  much  needed  and  essential 
rice  flood. 

We  expect  our  little  band  here  to  be  enlarged 
soon  with  recruits  from  Missouri  and  Illinois. 

C.  D.  Hylton. 

July  10.  t 

From  the  Texas  Mission  Field. 


strange,  but  1 


ter  locat 
opening, 
a  good  cl 


!  reason  to  believe  that  good 
.  ...ade  and  good  seed  sown,  that, 
if  watered,  would  yield  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God. 
One  lady  said,  when  she  joined  the  Campbellite 
church  she  thought  she  joined  the  church  that 
came  nearest  to  the  Gospel,  but  now  she  found 
one  that  comes  still  nearer.  A  Missionary  Baptist 
brother  confessed  to  me  that  he  believed  that  feet- 
washing  was  a  command  that  should  be  practiced 
in  the  church  and  that  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  his  church  believed  the  same  thing.  We  find 
many  who  talk  favorably,  but  when  it  comes  to 
practice  their  convictions,  their  will  is  not  subject. 
The  members  here  are  anxious  to  have  a  minis- 
th  them,  and,  indeed,  here  is  a  good 
:re  an  active  minister  might  build  up 
:h.  The  members  have  had  no  preach- 
rly  two  years.  One  sister  said  I  was 
the  first  brother  she  had  heard  preach  for  nearly 
four  years.  She  and  her  husband  had  been  mem- 
bers of  another  church,  but  had  been  led  into  the 
right  way  by  reading  the  tract.  "The  House  We 
Live  In."  With  the  hope  ot  leading  others  into 
the  same  way,  she  placed  a  missionary  box  (as 
she  called  it),  filled  with  the  Brethren  tracts,  out  to 
the  public  road,  and  put  on  it  the  words,  "  Take 
one."  Her  husband  donated  the  Messenger  to  a 
neighbor  of  his,  who  then  became  a  subscriber. 
Isolated  as  they  are,  they  have  the  missionary 
cause  at  heart,  and  are  liberal  supporters.  Last 
season  their  girls  raised  a  missionary  cotton  patch, 
from  which  one-tenth  of  the  proceeds  (nearly 
S5.00)  was  donated  to  the  mission  fund.  Will  not 
this  evidence  of  zeal  for  the  cause  arouse  many  in 
the  Brotherhood  who  are  in  good  circumstances 
and  enjoy  church  privileges,  to  imitate  their  ex- 
ample. 

We  are  now  engaged  in  a  series  of  meetings  in 
the  Blue  Mountain  congregation,  Tarrant  County. 
Here  are  twelve  faithful  members  with  two  dea- 
cons, but  no  minister  nearer  than  forty  miles.  We 
expect  to  hold  a  love  feast  here  before  we  close 
the  meetings.     A  report  will  be  given  later. 

J.  F.  Neher. 
Saginaw,  Tex,  July  rj. 


about  200  people.    The  kitchen  back  of  the  audi- 
ence room  is  8x24. 

This  building  was  donated,  with  five  acres  of 
ground,  to  the  Brethren  complete,  free  of  any  cost 
to  them,  in  compliance  with  an  agreement  made 
with  Bro.  George  Swihart,  nearly  two  years  ago 
when  Mr.  O.  C.  Edwards,  of  Mayville,  N.  Dak.| 
remarked,  "Should  you  Dunkers  move  into  this 
section  of  country  and  organize  a  church,  we  will 
build  and  donate  you  a  churchhouse."  This  prom- 
ise was  given  without  any  limit  as  to  how  many 
or  how  few  should  constitute  said  organized 
church.  Now  we  have  forty-three  members,  which 
far  exceeds  what  the  most  sanguine  could  have 
hoped  for,  when  Mr.  Edwards  spoke  of  it,  less 
than  two  years  ago. 

Many  citizens  of  Mayville  and  the  surround, 
ing  country  attended  the  dedication.  Amongst 
others  were  C.  S.  Edwards  and  his  kind  as- 
sociates who  were  instrumental  in  making  us 
this  splendid  donation.  They  one  and  all  seemed 
deeply  interested  in  Eld.  Campbell's  discourse, 
which  was  very  broad  and  able.  We  have  many 
kind  neighbors  here  in  North  Dakota,  and  we  all 
feel  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  for  the 
many  blessings  he  has  bestowed  upon  us.  We 
hope  that  every  brother  who  visits  North  Dakota 
will  stop  off  at  Mayville  and  visit  the  Red  River 
Valley  church.  Bertha  Swihart. 

Mayville,  N.  Dak. 


What  Can  We  Do  for  the  Messenger? 


the 
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From  Longmont,  Colo. 


Texas  is  more  than  four  times 
State  of  Indiana,  and  I  know  of  single  congrega- 
tions in  that  State  where  there  are  more  preach- 
ers than  there  are  in  the  entire  State  of  Texas. 
There  are  thousands  of  people  eager  to  hear  the 
pure  Gospel  preached.  By  request  of  the  District 
Mission  Board,  self  and  wife  assisted  the  members 
in  the  vicinity  of  Weatherford,  Parker  County, 
where  I  delivered  ten  discourses  to  largi 
tentive  congregations.  People  come  foui 
miles  over  rough  roads,  and  better  orde 
tention  I  never  saw  anywhere.  What  1 
in  the  disposition  of  the  people  here  and  in  some 
parts  of  the  North  and  East,  where  good  roads  and 
every  other  convenience  are  in  their  favor!  There 
is  a  higher  degree  of  brotherly  love  manifested 
among  the  members  here,  and  less  selfishness  in  gen- 
eral. Bro.  K.  G.  Tennison,  an  able  minister  in  the 
second  degree,  is  located  here.  He  being  a  Texan 
from  his  youth  is  well  adapted  to  preach  to  the 
people  of  Texas  and  should  be  kept  in  the  field 
as  much  as  possible.  His  labors  are  much  ap- 
preciated   at   home   and    abroad.     Texas    needs   a 


and  five 
r  and  at- 
contrast 


resting  I  took  up  the  Messenger  to  re 
its  ever-welcome  pages.  The  paper  is  overflowing 
with  good  news  from  California  to  Virginia.  Not 
only  do  we  hear  from  our  fair  land,  but  the  paper 
contains  words  of  interest  from  India,  Asia  Minor, 
etc. 

I  wondered  why  it  is  that  so  many  of  our  mem- 
bers fail  to  have  the  paper  make  its  weekly  calls 
at  their  homes.  Some  say  they  cannot  afford  it, 
while  they  are  spending  more  than  the  cost  of 
the  Messenger  each  year  in  a  way  that  does  more 
harm  than  good. 

Their  children  who  are  anxious  to  read,  have 
to  put  up  with  the  sample  copies  of  trashy  litera- 
ture, which  do  more  harm  than  evil  associates. 

If  any  are  really  too  poor  let  us  find  them  and 
see  that  they  read  the  paper.  Many  who  do  not, 
could  have  the  Messenger  gladden  at  least  one 
home  each  year. 

Can  we  not  do  more  to  have  the  paper  reach  all 
our  brethren  and  sisters;  also  outsiders?  Let  us 
try!  Martha  Click, 


June  20  I  met  with  the  Brethren  in  Denver  at 
their  church  council,  also  on  Sunday.  While  we 
had  a  pleasant  meeting  together,  we  felt  sorry  they 
have  no  means  yet,  sufficient  to  build  their  church- 
house  which  they  need  so  much,  as  they  have  the 
ground  bought  and  paid  for.  June  27  I  met  with 
the  little  band  of  members  at  Sterling,  on 
and  fifty  miles  distant.  1  trust  v 
ble  council  and  preaching  service 

July  4  was  our  home  council, 
spects,  as  important  a  one  as  was 
St.  Vrain  church.  But  we  felt  that  the 
overruled  all  for  the  better.  July 
the  Brethren  at  Ft.  Collins,  at  theii 
held  three  meetings  on  Sunday, 
houses  and  good  interest.  These  meetings  are  ex- 
pected to  be  our  last  ones  in  Colorado  for  the  pres- 
ent. It  made  us  feel  sad  to  part,  perhaps  never  to 
meet  again  until  that  great  meeting  takes  place 
"over  yonder."  We  expect  to  be  in  Iowa  about 
Aug.  15.  S,  M.  Goughnour. 
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Death  of  Eld.  Dobbins. 


From  the  Red  River  Valley  Church,  North  Dakota. 


hundred  1 


:  like  hi. 


From  here  we  went  to  Erath  County  where 
there  are  six  isolated  but  zealous  members.  Here 
we  preached  ten  sermons  in  the  Christian  (Camp- 
bellite)  church  in  Lingleville,  where  we  also  held 
a  love  feast.  Bro.  Snap  being  afflicted,  only  seven 
members  surrounded  the  Lord's  Table,  —  three 
brethren  and  four  sisters.  A  very  large  crowd 
of   people   witnessed   what  to  them  was  new    and 


Eld.  James  T.  Dobbins,  of  the  Palestine  church, 
I  nd.,  departed  this  life  May  29,  1896,  after  a  long 
struggle  of  affliction,  which  he  bore  with  Christian 
patience,  calmly  awaiting  his  change  to  come. 
He  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  W.  Va„  March 
23,  1837.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age,  he,  wit> 
his  parents,  brothers  and  sisters,  emigrated  to  In- 
diana. Later  on  he  was  united  with  Rutha  J.  Boul- 
den  in  marriage,  who  proved  to  be  a  good  Chris^ 
tian  wife  and  mother.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  seven  children— four  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Three  infant  sons  preceded  their  father  to 
the  spirit  world. 

Bro.  Dobbins  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  for  thirty-five  years.  He  was  elected  W 
the  ministry  twenty-six  years  ago,  and  ordaine 
the  eldership  the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  ' 
which  he  faithfully  discharged  the  duty  of  an  e  ■ 
u l...l.„  ll..  i.;„v,K,  respecti;" 


Our  new  churchhouse  was  dedicated,  on  Sunday, 
July  12,  by  Eld.  D.  C.  Campbell,  of  Colfax,  Ind., 
assisted  by  Bro.  O.  C.  Ellis,  of  the  Salimonie 
church,  Ind.,  and  the  local  ministers,  brethren 
Geo.  Swihart  and  George  Strycker. 

Amongst  the  visitors  present  from  a  distance  we 
noticed  Bro.  G.  L.  McDonaugh,  formerly  of  Lords- 
burg,  Cal.,  now  of  Philadelphia,  Lieut.  Governor 
Worst,  of  Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Edwards,  a 
Congregational  minister  of  New  York  City,  an 
Max  Bass,  of  Chicago. 

The  new  churchhouse  is  a  neat  white  building 
24x44.    The  audience  room  is  24x36  and  will  seat  |  gift  of  his  Son  and^the  glorious  Gospel,  an 


....  was  a  brother  that  was  highly  respe' 
by  all   who   knew   him.    As  an   elder,  he  was  ^ 
spected  by  all  the  members  of  his  church  or 
gregation.  , 

In  the  closing  up  of  his  life,  here  on  earthy  ^ 

was  not  alarmed  at  death.     To  him  it  was  n° 

monster,  for  the  good  hope  he  had  gave  him  <=  ^ 

fort,   and  the   last   moments  of  his   life  were  ^ 

etest.     He   said   that  he  thanked  God  for 

__j   .,..    _,..:....    r-r.ene\.   and  "■» 


July  25J896- 

was  permitted  to  obey  that  form  of  doctrine 
m  the  heart  that  was  delivered  to  the  saints, 
"in  the  death  of  our  dear  brother  we,  the  mem- 
of  the  Palestine  church,  sustain  a  great  loss, 
well  as  his  bereft  wife  and  children,  who  mourn 
the  loss  of  a  loving  father.     His  funeral  was  one  of 
the  largest  ever  held  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  funeral    was    preached   in  the    Christian    or 
(Campbellite)   church,    at    Palestine.    We    thank 
them  for  their  kindness  and  for  the  use  of  their 
churchhouse   for    the  occasion.    His   age    was    59 
years,  2  months  and  7  days.     Funeral  services  were 
conducted  by  M.  L.  Hahn  and  Bro.  Sherman  Clap- 
Mi.  L.  Hahn. 
per. 

Sen  field,  Ind.,  July  6. 
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Elkhart  Valley,  Ind.— The  brethren  and  sisters 
of  the  Elkhart  Valley  church  have  appointed  Aug. 
1  for  their  harvest  meeting,  and  expect  Bro.  J.  C. 
Murray  to  do  the  preaching.  May  the  services  be 
of  great  good  to  the  church!— A  H.  Puterbaugh. 

Notice.  — The  Bi 


From  Hutchinson  Mission,  Kans. 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  interest  to  our  mission 
friends,  east  and  west,  who  so  kindly  assisted  us  in 
the  good  work  at  this  place,  to  know,  that  our  mis- 
sion has  been  moved  from  our  hall,  20J^  South 
Main  St.,  to  a  comfortable,  pleasant  and  suitable 
churchhouse  in  a  good  location  in  the  city.  The 
Brethren  of  this  and  surrounding  congregations, 
with  the  hope  of  aid  from  General  Mission  Board, 
are  laboring  to  secure  this  building  as  a  perma- 
nent home  for  our  people.  May  God  richly  bless 
every  effort  in  this  direction  1 

We  need  not  say  our  workers  are  happy  in  the 
change.  If  you  were  present  one  Lord's  Day 
morning  and  could  see  the  faces  aglow,  beaming 
with  satisfaction  and  hoping  for  the  future,  you 
too,  would  be  happy.  Not  only  is  it  a  pleasant 
change,  but  a  profitable  one. 

Our  average  attendance  at  the  up-stairs  hall  was 
thirty-five.  Since  we  are  in  the  meetinghouse,  the 
average  attendance  is  fifty-two.  Bro.  Arnold,  of 
McPherson,  preached  for  us  July  12,  morning  and 
evening.     The  people  seemed  well  pleased. 

Ministering  brethren  will  remember,  in  passing 
chrough  Hutchinson,  that  our  mission  is  here  and 
we  will  welcome  all  who  preach  the  Word. 

Again  we  see  a  deeper  interest  manifest  among 
the  citizens  as.  we  go  from  house  to  house.  It  is 
only  a  matter  of  proper  relation  to  our  city  work 
between  country  members  and  this  work,  that  will 
give  it  such  an  impetus  that  it  shall  never  cease 
until  missions  are  started  in  every  prominent  city. 
The  church  has  the  money  and  the  men.  Let 
us  have  the  teaching!  J.  P.  Harshbargek. 

Hutchinson,  Kans, 

Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents^ 

^M^dtT^sto  tTa"thir7ty  soul,  so  Is  good  nc»s  Irom  a  lar  country," 

Ligonier,  Ind.  —  The  harvest  meeting  of  the 
Springfield  church,  Ind.,  will  occur  Aug.  15,  in- 
stead of  Aug.  22,  as  reported  in-  Messenger  No. 
26,  page  414. — C.  A.  Huber. 

Glade,  Pa— I  expect  to  visit  the  isolated  breth- 
ren in  the  Ryerson  Station  congregation  Aug.  1. 
and  preach  for  them  several  weeks  and  do  such 
work  as  is  needed  among  them.— H.  A.  Stahl. 

Salem,  Ore.— The  series  of  meetings,  which  was 
held  for  several  days  last  week,  resulted  in  the 
addition  of  three  to  the  church  by  baptism.  Bro. 
Royer,  from  Lane  County,  was  present  and  assisted 
in  the  services. — 5.  P.  Early. 

Keuka,  Fla.  — Our  members  met  in  quarterly 
council  July  4,  at  the  Keuka  church.  Very  little 
business  came  before  the  meeting,  which  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian  spirit.  The  church  is  in  a 
good,  spiritual  condition,  so  far  as  we  know.—/.  /. 
Miller,  July  i5. 

Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio.— The  brethren  and  sis- 
ters coming  to  the  Ministerial  Meeting  of  South- 
ern Ohio,  at  Hickory  Grove  church,  Aug.  12,  on 
train,  must  come  the  evening  before.  Those  on 
the  Big  Four  will  be  met  at  "Browns,"  by  noti- 
fying Jacob  Coppock.  Those  coming  on  C.  H.  & 
D.,  will  be  met  by  S.  S.  Gump  at  Tippecanoe. 
Address  him  at  Tippecanoe  City,  Ohio.— Jacob  Cop- 
pock, July  16, 


en  of  the  North  Solomon 
ecial  council  July  16,  and 
decided  to  change  the  time  of  their  Communion 
meeting  to  Aug.  29  and  30,  commencing  at  10 
o'clock  P.  M.  The  meeting  is  to  be  held  six  miles 
north  of  Portis.— Philip  Landis,  Osborne,  Kans., 
July  ry. 

Kidder,  Mo.— This  congregation  met  in  quarterly 
council.  One  was  received  by  letter.  Solicitors 
reported  S470  received  for  the  building  of  a  church 
in  Kidder.  The  people  of  Kidder  take  a  great  in- 
terest in  helping  us  build  a  church.  Any  one 
wishing  to  change  his  location  will  please  write 
me.— John  Sadler,  July  4. 

Kingsley  Church,  Iowa— Bro.  Wm.  Hipes,  of 
Missouri,  came  to  us  June  30  and  held  .meetings 
until  July  14.  We  also  had  meetings  morning  and 
evening  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  with  fair  attend- 
ance. We  also  had  two  meetings  in  the  town  of 
Pierson.  Our  work  gave  us  many  new  ideas  and 
things  to  think  of.  There  were  no  accessions  but 
a  fair  attendance,  considering  the  busy  season  of 
the  year.— D.  T.  Dierdorff. 

Goshen,  Ind.— The  Goshen  church  has  been  mov- 
ing along  in  the  old  Gospel  way.  We  have  two 
Sunday  schools  in  the  city,— one  on  Lincoln  Ave- 
nue, in  the  third  story  of  a  hall  and  the  other  on 
the  west  side  in  the  brick  church.  Both  are  ever- 
green schools.  Bro.  Wm.  Hess  (a  minister)  su- 
perintends the  school  in  the  hall,  and  Bro.  Amos 
Bigler  (.a  deacon),  superintends  the  school  on  the 
west  side.  Our  preachers  are  kept  busy.-/.  H. 
Miller,  July  16. 

Mercer  Church,  Ohio— June  20  one  dear  soul 
was  added  to  our  number  by  baptism.  It  was  the 
invalid  daughter  of  Bro.  John  B.  Detrick.  That 
much  dreaded  disease,  consumption,  was  the  cause 
of  her  death.  Last  Monday  evening  a  few  mem- 
bers met  at  the  house  of  Bro.  Detrick  and  held  a  lit- 
tle love  feast  for  the  s,  ecial  benefit  of  the  dear 
afflicted  sister.  On  the  following  morning,  by 
her  request,  she  was  anointed.— Libbie  Miller,  Mon- 
iicello,  Ohio,  July  J2. 

Monroe  Church,  Iowa.-Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  at  this  place  June  27.  All  business  was 
disposed  of  in  the  spirit  of  love.  One  sister  who 
had  wandered  from  the  fold,  was  reclaimed.  Our 
Sunday  school  is  progressing  nicely.  We  decided 
to  continue  it  another  quarter  with  officers  as  be- 
fore Bro.  Derius  Overholtzer,  of  California,  came 
to  our  place,  Friday,  July  10,  and  remained  over 
Sunday.  He  preached  four  soul-cheering  sermons. 
—Emma  Funk,  Fredric,  Iowa. 

Fruitdale  Church,  Ala.-It  has  been  my  happy 
privilege  to  meet  with  the  newly-organized  church 
of  the  Brethren  at  this  place,  Bro.  N.  R.  Baker 
presiding  The  church  services  and  Sunday  school 
are  still  held  in  the  public  school  building,  but  they 
,1  soon  use  the  chapel  room  of  the  college 
ilding,  which  is  fast  nearing  completion,  and 
will  be  ready  for  school  by  Sept.  2,  1896.  The  new 
colony  will  have  a  number  of  families  of  Brethren 
moving  in  by  fall.  The  outlook  is  promising.—/ 
M.  Stover,  July  rj. 

Verdigris  Church,  Kans.-Our  Mission  Board  of 
the  Southeastern  District  of  Kansas  made  a  call 
for  each  church  in  the  District  to  hold  a  mission- 
ary meeting  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  to  raise 
means  to  help  the  church  at  Fort  Scott  Kans., 
who  have  no  minister.  They  stand  in  need  of  one 
very  much.  This  church  met  on  the  morning  ot 
the  Fourth  at  II  A.  M.  We  had  a  good  discourse 
on  missions.  At  2130  P.  M.  we  had  another  goo/ 
talk  on  missions.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the 
members  raised  S6.95  for  the  purpose  referred  to. 
We  went  home  feeling  that  we  had  a  good  meet- 
ing and  that  we  had  done  something  for  the  spread 
of  the  blessed  Gospel-Henry  Showalter,  Madison, 
Kans.,  July  8. 


Bethel  Church,  Ind— Our  Sunday  school  is  pro- 
essing  nicely  under  the  superintendency  of  Bro. 
J.  L.  Minnich.  We  have  a  good  prayer  service 
each  Sunday  evening.  Bro.  Heeter,  of  North 
Manchester,  was  with  us  June  28,  and  preached 
one  sermon  here,  at  Bethel,  and  one  at  Mt.  Pleas- 
ant.— Lula  Harshbsrger,  Ladoga,  Ind.,  July  1$. 

Morland,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  B.  Wertz,  of  Quinter, 
preached  an  able  discourse  at  the  Shiloh  school- 
house  July  12.  People  seem  to  appreciate  his 
services.  Bro.  Wertz  is  doing  much  missionary 
I  work  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Quinter  church.  As 
I  the  fruits  of  his  labors  a  young  man  and  wife  were 
baptized  here  last  Sunday  afternoon  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  large  concourse  of  people,  of  whom  on- 
ly a  few  ever  witnessed  the  rite  of  baptism  ad- 
ministered in  the  apostolic  mode.— W.  C.  Heisel, 
July  '3- 

Panora,  Iowa.— The  Coon  River  church,  Iowa, 
just  had  a  memorial  feast.  We  had  fine  weather, 
good  roads  and  a  full  attendance.  Ministers  from 
Panther  Cre:k  did  the  preaching  which  was  very 
acceptable.  Our  aged  veteran,  Eld.  Robert  Badg- 
er officiated  with  veneration  and  marked  ability. 
On  Sunday  morning  we  had  a  children's  meeting, 
instead  of  Sunday  school.  It  was  led  by  Bro. 
Stine.  The  children's  meeting  was  closed  with 
the  Lord's  Prayer  in  the  sign  language  by  Lydia 
Wert,  a  mute  daughter  of  brother  and  sister  H. 
Wert.     It  was  very  impressive.-/.  D.  Haughtelin. 

Cole  Creek,  111.— The  members  of  this  church 
assembled  in  quarterly  council  June  19.  This 
1,  by  request,  was  held  in  the  City  of  Canton, 
as  there  are  several  member: 
the  early  part  of  last  October 
house  in  town  and  had  pre 
eve 


t  in  town.  In 
nted  a  church- 
every  Sunday 


the  month,  except  one.  The  parties 
who  own  the  house  use  it  one  Sunday  evening  in 
each  month.  Considerable  interest  has  been  taken 
since  our  meetings  have  commenced.  One  pre- 
cious soul  has  united  with  the  church  by  baptism. 
We  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  Oct.  10.  We  also 
decided  to  hold  a  feast  in  town  in  the  near  future, 
providing  a  suitable  place  can  be  secured.  We 
took  a  collection  fur  the  Home  Mission,  amount- 
ing to  nearly  S30.— S.  Bucklew,  Canton,  III. 

Westphalia,  Kans.— The  love  feast,  held  in  the 
North  part  of  the  Scott  Valley  church,  is  among 
the  things  of  the  past.  Twenty-seven  members  sur- 
rounded the  Lord's  Table.  Bro.  Samson  Harsh- 
man  and  wife,  from  Centropolis,  was  present. 
Bro  Samson  did  some  very  acceptable  preaching, 
and  officiated  at  the  feast.  This  meeting  will  be 
an  evergreen  spot  in  memory's  page,  that  will  be 
remembered  in  the  years  to  come  by  the  partici- 
pants I  never  attended  a  more  heavenly  feast 
than  this.  I  heard  different  members  say  it  was 
the  best  feast  they  ever  attended.  I  believe  the 
results  of  the  above  meeting  will  be  far-reaching. 
This  is  a  mission  point,  and  the  friends  said  it  was 
the  most  solemn  meeting  they  ever  witnessed.  I 
believe  the  most  powerful  preaching  we  can  do  in 
a  place  where  there  are  a  few  members,  is  to  hold 
a  love  feast  and  practice  what  we  preach.-CW« 
M.  Yearout.July  13. 

Dunlap,  Kan3.-The  members  of  the  Cotton- 
wood church  held  a  Fourth  of  July  meeting  We 
had  preaching  in  the  forenoon  by  Bro.  D.  B.  Cripe, 
who  gave  us  quite  a  good  talk.  In  the  afternoon 
we  met  in  a  special  council.  One  was  received  by 
letter.  We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school.  We 
elect  our  officers  for  one  year.  Bro.  A.  D.  Eld- 
redge  is  our  Superintendent.  He  is  quite  a  good 
worker.  Our  social  meeting  is  quite  interesting. 
All  seem  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  meetings 
We  have  many  young  members  who  take  hold  of 
the  work  earnestly.  We  have  commenced  to  work 
on  our  new  churchhouse.  This  is  the  oldest  or- 
ganization in  Kansas,  but  we  have  never  been  able 
to  have  a  house  of  worship.  We  have  one  applicant 
for  baptism  at  this  writing. 
28x38,  that  we  would  like  .. 
condition,  having  only  been  used  three  years.  Any 
one  needing  a  tent,  please  write  us  at  Dunlap, 
Kans.-G.  W.  Weddlejuly  13, 


We  have  a  tent, 
to  sell.     It  is 
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Bourbon,  Ind.— Our  harvest  meet- 
ing, in  the  Camp  Creek  church  will 
be  held  on  the  second  Sunday  in 
August,— Aug.  9,  at  10:  30  A.  M.— / 
W.  Shivtly. 

Mayville,  N.  Dak.— The  member- 
ship of  this,  the  Red  River  Valley 
church,  is  increasing.  Three  were  re- 
ceived by  baptism  last  Wednesday 
and  one  returned  to  the  church.  Bro. 
O.  C.  Ellis,  of  River  Church,  Ind., 
arrived  here  on  a  visit  to  the  Brethren, 
last  Wednesday,  in  time  to  attend  the 
baptism  which  took  place  in  Elm 
River.  The  new  churchhouse  which 
the  citizens  are  building  and  donating 
to  the  Brethren,  without  any  cost  to 
us  (except  what  work  we  choose  to 
contribute  towards  it)  will  be  com- 
pleted soon,  and  it  is  expected  there 
will  be  quite  a  number  of  visiting 
Brethren  present  at  the  dedication. — 
Bertha  Swihart,July  S. 

Fairview,  Iowa. — Having  been  re 
quested  by  the  steward  of  the  poo 
farm  and  an  old  sister  that  reside 
there  (from  choice)  to  hold  meeting: 
at  that  place,  the  church  appointed 
Eld.  Martin  Replogle  and  my  h 
band  to  go.  Accordingly,  July  5  they 
went.  Husband  preached  from  2 
Kings  5:  11  in  the  forenoon,  and  Eld. 
Replogle  from  John  14:  6  in  the  after- 
noon. The  inmates  were  all  present 
and  gave  good  attention,  as  did  those 
who  had  gathered  there.  All  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  meetings  and  requested 
that  we  hold  meetings  once  a  month. 
So  it  was  decided  to  hold  meetings 
the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  at  3 
P.  HI.— Mrs.  0.  W.  Uavelljuly  6. 

Big  Creek  Church,  Okla.— We  met 
in  church  council  June  30.  Consider- 
able business  came  before  the  church, 
but  all  passed  off  pleasantly.  Three 
united  with  us  by  letter  and  we  feel 
glad  to  receive  them.  Our  elder,  A. 
W.  Austin,  presided  over  the  council. 
All  seemed  to  be  in  love  and  union. 
We  made  arrangements  to  meet  on 
the  Fourth  of  July  in  the  grove  for 
song  service  and  meeting.  All  seemed 
to  enjoy  the  day.  We  have  just  fin- 
ished cultivating  our  "church  cotton," 
and  trust  in  the  Lord  for  the  reward. 
We  have  good  prospects  for  a  good 
crop  in  this  part  of  Oklahoma.  Corn 
is  in  roasting  ears.  Any  brethren 
contemplating  going  South  would  do 
well  to  investigate  this  part  of  thi 
Territory.— A.  G.  Fillmore,  Cuslang 
Okla.,  July  8. 

Notice.  —  Concerning  railroad  ar 
rangements  for  the  District  Meeting 
of  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  I  w. 
state  that  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
Texas  and  the  Santa  Fe  roads  1 
granted  one  fare  and  a  third,  but 
der  the  regulations  of  the  association 
there  must  be  fifty  tickets  sold  over 
the  different  roads  before  the  reduc- 
tion will  be  granted.  I  have  written 
to  a  number  of  brethren  to  know 
about  how  many  will  attend.  Some 
I  have  not  heard  from;  others  do  not 
write  very  encouragingly,  and  unless 
I  get  more  encouraging  news,  I  will 
have  to  drop  the  matter.  Those  that 
have  to  pay  full  fare,  however,  would 
do  well  to  get  a  certificate  from  the 
agent  where  they  start,  so  they  will 
be  entitled  to  reduced  rates,  should 
there  be  the  required  number  of  tick- 
ets or  certificates.— A/.  Wine,  Nocona, 
Tex.,  July  10. 


Bremen,  Ind. -The  Brethren  of  the 
Bremen  church  have  agreed  to  have 
a  harvest  meeting  Aug.  15,  beginning 
at  2  P.  M.  As  this  is  the  first  meet- 
ing of  this  kind,  we  extend  a  general 
invitation  to  all  who  are  within  reach 
of  us— Jacod  B.  Parker. 

Litchfield,  111.— Saturday,  June  27, 
was  the  time  for  our  counciljit  this 
place,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
some  business  intended  for  the  meet- 
ing had  not  been  fully  investigated, 
it  was  decided  to  attend  to  this  furth- 
er preparation  and  hold  the  counci 
next  day.  All  business  before  thi 
meeting  was  adjusted  to  general  sat 
isfaction.  Our  elder,  Bro.  M.  Flory, 
gave  us  a  good  sermon  on  Sunday. — B. 
E.  Kesler. 

Covina  Church,  Cal.— Our  quarter- 
ly council  was  held  July  4.  Our  eld- 
er being  East,  Bro.  George  F.  Cham- 
berlain was  chosen  moderator.  Con- 
siderable business  came  before  the 
meeting,  which  was  disposed  of  very 
pleasantly.  We  are  having  two  inter- 
esting Sunday  schools.  Since  our  last 
report  a  dear  little  sister  was  taken 
into  the  fold.  At  present  we  have 
four  ministers  and  five  points  of 
preaching,— Covina,  Glendora,  Spadra, 
Whittier  and  Monrovia.  —  Hettie  A. 
Funk,  July  9. 

Pleasant  Home,    Ore. — June    28    it 
was   our    privilege    to    listen    to    the 
sweet  sounds  of  the  Gospel,  as  held 
forth    by   our   beloved   brethren    Barr 
d  Moomaw.    The  latter  is  visiting 
Oregon  to  recruit  in  health,  and  will 
only  remain   in    these    parts   a  short 
time.     Bro.    Barr    has    services    once 
h   in   the  schoolhouse  by  the 
nas  River,  near  Damascus.    On- 
ly a   few   scattered   members    live   in 
this   part   of   the   State,  and  ofttimes 
onths    pass   by   without   hearing    or 
ieing  a  member   of   our    Fraternity. 
ro.    Amos    Moomaw's    headquarters 
■e  out  in  the  mountains,  and  he  had 
1  walk   fifteen  miles  to  fall  in  com- 
pany with  our  people.     On  the  even- 
ng  of  June  29  he    preached   a   soul- 
:hecring  sermon   in  the  M.  E.  church 
tere,    to    an    attentive    congregation. 
-Jennie  A.  Stephens,  June 30. 

Linville  Creek  Church,  Va.— The 
Old  Folks'  Home  of  the  Second  Dis 
trict  of  Virginia  is  located  in  this  con- 
gregation near  the  little  town  of  Tim- 
berville.  The  location  is  beautiful  as 
well  as  healthful.  It  has  now  been 
three  years  since  the  Home  was  es- 
tablished, and  against  much  opposi- 
tion and  many  obstacles,  it  has  been 
prosperous.  At  present  twenty  aged 
brethren  and  sisters  are  happy  and 
contented  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
:omforts  of  the  institution,  under  the 
care  of  a  prudent  Superintendent.  A 
great  change  may  be  noticed 
personal  appearance  of  the  inmates 
and  a  still  greater  change  in  theii 
spiritual  condition.  The  Home  no 
only  provides  for  the  needs  of  thi 
body  but  cares  for  the  soul.  The 
Home  is  in  a  good  financial  condition 
the  source  of  support  being  perma 
nent.  All  who  subscribed  for  the 
erection  and  support  of  the  Home 
are  requested  to  meet  at  the  Home 
on  Friday,  Aug.  21,  1896,  to  transact 
some  important  business.  —  B.  A. 
Myers,  Sec.  of  Board  of  Directors,  Broad- 
way, Va.,  July  10. 


Pleasant  Dale,  Ind. -We  met  in 
quarterly  council  June  27.  at  1  P.  M. 
Considtrable  business  came  before  the 
meeting,  but  was  all  adjusted  in  a 
pleasant  way.  We  decided  to  com- 
mence a  series  of  meetings  Aug.  27. 
Bro.  J.  F.  Spitzer  is  to  do  the  preach- 
ing. We  also  set  apart  Sept.  12,  at 
10  A.  M.,  to  hold  a  love  feast.—/.  W. 
Stonehurncr. 


-^OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLE^- 

"  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe's  Last  Letter." 
The  last  thing  written  by  Mrs.  Harriet 
Beecher  Stowe,  only  a  few  days  before  her 
death,  was  a  loving  acknowledgment  to  the 
public  for  fond  remembrances  and  tokens  and 
expressions  of  affectionate  esteem,  on  her 
eighty-fifth  birthday,  which  she  sent  to  The 
Ladies'  Home  Journal,  In  the  next  issue  of 
this  magazine  it  will  be  published  in/ac  simile. 
It  reflects  the  beautiful  nature  of  the  gifted 
authoress,  and  by  her  death  has  become  her 
last  message  to  the  American  public. 


"  Seven  Times  Around  Jericho."— A  series 
of  temperance  revival  discourses,  by  Rev. 
Louis  Albert  Banks,  D.  D.;  introduction  by 
Rev.  C.  H.  Mead,  D.  D.  i2mo,  polished  Buck- 
ram, 134  pages,  price  75  cents.  New  York, 
London  and  Toronto:  Funk  &  Wagnalls  Com- 
pany. 

The  earnest    and    eloquent    pastor    of    the 
Hanson   Place  M.  E.  church,  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  has  again  given  to  the  public  a  series 
of  stirring  and  convincing  discourses  on  the 
drink  question  and  the  Christian's  relation  to 
'The    Saloonkeeper's    Ledger,"    by    the 
:  author,  commanded  wide  attention,  and 
the  present  companion  volume,  "Seven  Times 
Around  Jericho,"  bears  evidence  of  the  same 
jasive  power  and  resistless  logic  that  won 
for   the   previous   book    so  quick  a  welcome. 
.  C.   H.  Mead,  D.  D.,  truly  says,  in  corn- 
ding  this  book  to   thoughtful   Christians: 
fore  that  battle  [the  last  battle  in  the  war 
nst  strong  drink],  which  will  end  in  sure 
certain    victory,    is    fought,    tremendous 
work  must  be  done.     Hearts  must  be  stirred, 
cienccs   must   be   quickened,    youth    must 
rained,  soldiers  must  be   recruited,    and 
ment  must  be  crystallized.     That  means 
agitation  and  education;  at  the  fireside,  in  the 
schoolroom,  in  the  church  and  on  the  printed 
page." 
Such  able  discourses  as  these  of  Dr.  Banks, 
ill  wonderfully  help  this  great  work  of  edu- 
iting  and  arousing  -people    to    a    sense    of 
their  duty.     Every  pastor  in  the  land  should 
ad  Dr.  Banks'  book,  and  improve  the  first 
opportunity  to  preach  a  similar  series  of  tem- 
nce  sermons.    The  book,  "Seven  Times 
Around  Jericho,"  is  sure  to  be  a   power  for 
good  in  the  land.    These  disceurses  have  the 
ring. 


FALLEN  *  ASLEEP 


WILES.— In  the  Antietam  congregation, 
Ringgold,  Md.,  July  2,  1896,  Bro.  Jacob  Wiles, 
aged  70  years,  8  months  and  27  days.  He 
joined  the  church  of  his  choice  a  few  years 
ago  and  enjoyed  the  services  of  the  Lord  very 
much.  Funeral  occasion  improved  by  Bro. 
J.  B.  Ruthrauff  from  Job  14:  14. 

G.  M.  Newcomer. 

WARNER.  — At  Pierceton,  Ind.,  July  2, 
1S96,  sister  Amanda  A.  Warner,  wife  of  Bro. 
H.  K.  Warner,  aged  27  years,  6  months  and 
21  days.  She  was  a  consistent  member  and 
died  in  the  triumphs  of  a  living  faith.  Fu- 
neral services  on  Sunday  by  the  writer  from 
Rev.  14:  13.  H.  H.Brallier. 

GARBER— In  the  Parsons  church,  Kans., 
June  27,  1896,  Mahalah  Garber,  aged  74  years. 
Her  husband,  Joseph  Garber,  preceded  her 
four  years.  Her  house  was  always  a  hom 
for  the  Brethren.  Funeral  by  the  writer  t 
a  large  assembly  from  Rev.  13:  14, 

Sidney  Hodgden. 

KESLER.-At  Troutville,  Va.,  June  25, 
1896,  of  heart  failure,  Bro.  James  E.  Kesler! 
aged  50  years,  4  months  and  10  days.  Bro! 
Kesler  dropped  dead  in  the  harvest  field 
Funeral  at  Troutville  by  brethren  Jonas  Gray- 
bill  and  T.  C.  Denton,  from  Matt.  24;  40. 

S.  L.  Shaver, 


FORESTER.— In  the  Bridgewater  con 
gation  Rockingham  Co.,  Va.,  May  7,  *£ 
Cornelia,  daughter  of  James  A.  and  Fannie 
Forester,  aged  17  years,  7  months  and  17  days 
She  lived  only  six  days  from  the  time  she  was 
taken  sick.  Her  death  was  caused  by  heart 
failure.  She  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
when  very  young,  and   it  seemed  to  be  her 

she  said   that 

beautiful  angels  were  all  around  her.  She 
sang,  "We  are  going  home."  and  the  young 
life  was  spent,  She  had  been  a  very  fraj] 
child  from  her  birth,  which  made  her  an  ob 
ject  of  deep  concern  to  us  all.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  Bro.  Peter  Garber  from  2  Kings  20-  1 
Susie  A.  Norford." 

GANSHORN.— At  Bourbon,  Ind.,  July  l0 
1896,  Goldie  May,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Rosetta  Ganshorn,  aged  3  years,  6  months 
and  g  days.  Deceased  was  the  only  child  of 
the  above-named  parents.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  Daniel  Wysong,  assisted  by 
the  writer,  from  Matt.  24:  44,  "Be  ye  also 
ready."  J,  W.  Shively. 

WHERLEY.-In  Bader,  111.,  July  4,  ^ 
of  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs,  sister  Catharine 
Stremmel)  Wherley,  aged  63  years,  3  months 
nd  5  days,  Deceased  was  the  mother  of 
leven  children,  three  of  whom  have  preceded 
her  to  the  spirit  world.  The  husband,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters  are  left.  Funeral 
services  by  Eld.  Conrad  Fitz,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Daniel  Hollinger,  from  Rev.  7: 9.  Her  re- 
mains were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Astoria  ceme- 
tery, m.  Davis. 

WYLAND.  — In  the  Tippecanoe  church, 
Kosciusko  Co.,  Ind.,  June  28,  1896,  of  con- 
sumption, Bro.  Winfield  Wyland,  aged  40 
years,  11  months  and  19  days.  He  leaves  a 
wife  and  three  children.  Funeral  in  the 
Evangelical  church  at  North  Webster,  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  E.  Brumbaugh,  of 
the  Old  Order  church,  from  2  Cor.  5:  1. 

Daniel  Rothenberger. 

BEANBLOSSOM.— In  Litchfield,  111.,  little 

1,  an  infant  taken  to  raise  by  Bro.  Isham 

id  sister  Addie  Beanblossom.  After  four 
days'   intense  suffering  the   messenger  came 

id     claimed    his    victim.     Funeral    by    the 

titer  from  Heb.  2:  3.  B.  E.  Kesler. 

PYLE.— At     Scullton,    Somerset    Co.,    Pa  , 

:ne  15,  1896,  sister  Catherine  Pyle,  aged  77 
years.  Funeral  by  Eld.  Josiah  Berkley  from 
Rev.  14:  13.  Josiah  Berkley. 

QUEER.— At  the  Middle  church,  Somerset 
Co.,  Pa„  July  7,  1896,  of  apoplexy,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Queer,  wife  of  Bro.  Herman  Queer,  aged  37 
years.  She  went  out  to  pick  berries  in  the 
morning.  When  the  father  came  home  in 
the  evening,  she  was  found  lying  dead  in  the 
bushes.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Josiah 
Berkley  and  the  brethren,  from  James  4;  H> 
Josiah  Berkley. 

MAURER.— Near  Bradford,  Ohio,  July  6, 
1896,  sister  Sarah  Maurer,  aged  78  years,  I 
month  and  24  days.  Her  husband,  Bro. 
Jacob  Maurer,  preceded  her  over  six  years. 
Funeral  services  in  the  Oakland  church,  con- 
ducted by  brethren  John  H.  Christian  and 
Jerry  Katherman,  from  Rev.  24:  4.  Interment 
in  the  Wise  family  cemetery,  north  of  Brad- 
ford, Ohio.  J.  G.  Porter. 

MARTIN.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Bear 
Creek   congregation,    Montgomery   Co.,  Ohio, 


ister  Eliza,  wife  of  B 

0.  John    Martin,    de 

eased,  aged  88  years,  10 

months  and  28  days 

she  was  united  in  mart 

iage  with  Bro.  Marti 

n  Feb.  9,  1830.     This  ur 

ion  was  blessed  wit 

ight  children,— three  so 

is  and  five  daughters 

Ml  survive  her,  and  w« 

re  present   upon  th 

funeral  occasion.  She  was  a  faithlul  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  fifty-six  years,  and 
although  her  suffering  was  very  great  the 
last  two  years  of  her  life,  she  bore  tt  patient- 
ly and  without  murmuring,  yet  often  desir- 
ing to  be  at  home  with  God.  Funeral  occa- 
sion improved  from  Zech.  14:  7. 

D.  M.  GarveR. 

WYLAND.— At  Defiance,  Iowa,  June  8, 
1896,  of  consumption,  sister  Lottie  Wyland, 
aged  22  years,  9  months  and  23  days.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Sarah  Ter- 
williger.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Oscar 
25,  1888.    To  their  union  were 


Wyla 


born  five  children,  of  who! 
ed  her  to  the  spirit  world.    She  unite 
the  Brethren  church  at  the  beginning 
New   Year.    Funeral  services  by  the   wr" 
from  Ps.  112:6.  N.C.HlArr. 
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RAIRIGH.-Near    Peabody,    Kans.,   June 

■SoS  °f  complicated  diseases,  sister  Han- 

h  Rains'".  wi{e  of   Bro'    Gcor£e    Raingh, 

01  A        years    Q  months  and    18   days.    She 

,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio.    She  united 

^Vthe  church 


„as  b"rn 

iith  the  Old  Order  Brethren, 
the  mother  of  nine  children. 
children   preceded  her    to    the    spirit 
She  ieavi 


child" 


sorrowing    husband    and    tiv 
Funeral  services  by  M.  Morehead. 
Sadie  Thomas. 


STARNE.— At  Fort  Scott.  Kans.,  July  3, 
.jjj  Mahala  Starne,  wife  of  Jacob  Starne, 
.„d'  00  years,  2  months  and  22  days.  De- 
ceased was  born   in    Franklin    County,    Va, 

A  was  married  to  Jacob  Starne  in  January, 
!j'l6  Both  joined  the  Brethren  church  about 
si,ty  years  ago,  and  lived  faithful  memb 
ever  since.  Of  nine  children  born,  six  : 
still  living-  Deceased  moved  from  Virgi 
to  Preble  County,  Ohio;  thence  to  Clin 
County,  Ind.;  thence  to  Cerro  Gordo,  1 
thence  to  Bourbon  County,  Kans. 


WHEATSTONE.-In    thi 


A.  B.  Fisher. 

Maple  Grove 
ns.,  July  5,  I?g6, 
of  Andrew  and 


Olive  Ellen,  one  of  t 

sister  Katie  Wheatstone,  aged  5  months  and 


G.  M.  Throne. 


ROBERSON.—  In  the  Cherry  Grove  con- 
gregation, Garrett  Co.,  Md.,  July  2,  1896, 
Fanny  C.  Roberson,  wife  of  W.  A.  Roberson, 
aged  44  years  and  3  days.  She  was  the  moth- 
er of  fifteen  children,  four  of  whom  preceded 
her  to  the  spirit  world.  Funeral  services  by 
the  writer  and  David  Merril. 

W.  A.  Gaunt. 

COLWELL  —  At  his  home  near  La  Grange, 
Ind.,    July    4,    1896,    John    Colwell,    aged    28 
years,  1  month  and  22  days.    Deceased  I 
a  wife  and  two  little  boys. 


Ei.i 


I  Ka 
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DISTRICT  riEETlNGS. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


a  church,  Montague  Co.,  Te 


['  Nhw  Pouch. 


,,  Clear  Crook  church,  i: 
.,  Ogan'B  Creek  church, 


ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦« 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

ie  month  (4  times) 

wee  months  (13  times) 

"year  (52  times)..'. 

®*No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unles 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

ping  and  Commission  Merchatf 

305  S,  Charles  St,.  Baltimore,  Md, 

i,  Special- 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is-  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  dues  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

o.  Seven  helps  are  usually  foind  on  each 
i^e  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
orized  Version  following  each  verse. 

(4.)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (&)  toother  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons, (l)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "  give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in"  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.    {4)  It  will  furnish 

nister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  4  5° 
Bound  in  morocco,       ...        -  5  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring 
the  work.     Address: 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  witt 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  car 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  oui 
Sunday  schools. 


Seed-Time. 


Fern 


copies,  per  quarter a5  ctn> 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Oospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  rcligiou: 
weekly— published  in  the  interest  ot  the  Breth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  oni) 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published, 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy. 


,'ithin  reach 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE'." 

'       FARMING 

Lands 


THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
ill  on  EA8Y  TERMS. 

hipfan  find 


s,  3  monl 

<*.   1  UK,!! 


3  35 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac — Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  lo  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  H  contains  the  lesson 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  v/i 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to 


Timbered  Lands1""": 
Prairie  Lands "»«' 


Minnesota  and 
in   Dakota. 

Ulnny  Lnuda  for  «<do  on   t'">  OBOP   l'AYMBNT 
PLAN.     "On  lla-  Son  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

OnaoTonimontLaii(lriInWpll8,Plorco.Bonion1MoLDan1 
WoHonry,  Ward,  nm)  other  UounUoi  loNorth  Dukota, 
-'•On  the  Son  Line." 

LIONITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 
Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $,i.oo  per  ton. 
There  are  excellent  opportunities  for 

Colonics  < 

Line." 


■idimlB,—  "On  the  Soo 


BRETHREN 


R»,E5?S'  Poultry-  Game  a 
Hny,  Straw,  Grain.  Fur*.  1 


Many  Members... 


Could  not  attend  the  late  Annual  Meet- 
lng.  All  such  can  get  the  full  benefit  of 
'he  discussions  on  the  various  subjects  by 
reading  the  "  Full  Report,"  which  is  sent 
'rom  the  Messenger  office  for  only  25 


Slngleaubscriptloi 


•  3SC 


respectfully  naked 
thoroughly  inveBti- 
1  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 


OUR  ILLUSTRATED   LAND   PRIMJRS 

HALF  FARES  f°' 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year "  "Dts 

S  copies,  per  quartet •  •  ■  «  cent. 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


Ne. 


Publishing  Co., 
ML  Morrii 


THIS  CABINET 

Without  the  Supplies 


FUMING... 


...BATHING, 

THE  DISEASED  ORGANISM 


WatTr  Ul0.Jt  ^FPlete  and  Durable  for  either 
7CB«   LM"    ^w  In  Price.    Circular  Free. 

£aJLCREAMERY  CO..  PERD.  IHP. 


Regardless  of  names  given  disease  symp- 
toms, all  that  induces  the  derangement  is 
promptly  expelled.  Those  in  physical  or  fi- 
nancial distress  should  send  for  the  book 
which  is  mailed  free  to  all  by 

Dr.  S.  F.  Conant, 
Mt,  Skowhegan,  Maine. 


$^*Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.    Prices  the  lowest. 


1402  Four  Deslgni,  very  line 

1816  Four  Denlgn8,  very  tine  gilt  edge 

1380  Land 

1281  Embossed,  extra  flue,  size  8>jSx6Jtf, .  .20oenti 

1S87  Birdarad Landscape, BlM8Jr.6J< looenti 

1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  Blze8x6& .  .  •  .  HScenti 
1285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  Bize  :%x6!<,  -  VI  oenti 
1298  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  a',jx6^,.  .  .12  cent 
1291  Fine  Scenery,  size  8^x5^, 10  cent; 

000  "The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 
signs,  »««** 

825Vi  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3^,.  .  .  20  oent: 

PER  PACKAGE  OV  260  CAKDB. 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  oent 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  nun 
ber  and  price  as  well  a 
there  may  be  no  mistake, 


that 


Sunday    School    Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 

tised  here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  doien  .  ■  .1    H5 

Minute  Books,  eaoh 

Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  chart  of  e»oh  lenon, 
per  quarter, 

Other  Help*.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description,    Always  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


RATES  on  Honec 
Teams  and  Farm 
Line." 

AddrosB,  T.  I.  SURD.  Luw 
"800"  Railway, 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Tnivelim 
Or,  FRANK  SWll'KAUI),/ 


Settlers,  and  HALF 
hold  Goods,  Tools, 
Siock,--"On  the  Soo 


MINNEAPOLIS. 


At  Your  Leisure. 


You  can  read  the  "  Full  Report  "  of  the 
Annual  Meeting,  and  get  the  benefit  of 
all  that  was  said  without  the  expense  and 
inconvenience  of  a  trip  to  the  meeting. 
Only    25    cents    per    copy.    Address    the 

Messenger  office. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type, 


01  Hi-    Vifi'x  M'tr.        In   Tin-  titujUiithi-'/rrJitli  li 

THE  book,  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'rjUB  Christ,  Hhe  son  of  Dft'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'brft-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'tjaac;  and 
aI'$aac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  -^Ja'cob 
begat  JQ'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  tfju'daa  begat  Pha'rfia  and 
Zfi-'ra-   of  Tha'mar;    and  ''Pha'rga 


inPci 


•und 


under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  lor  the  price  on  the 

among  the  Bibles,  and  the  one 


Itc 


aallt 


lend  it  post-paid  (or 

$4.00. 

Address,  BRETURBV'S  PUBMSHIS6  CTBPASI, 

ML  Morris,  111. 


THE   GOSPEL   HVCESSEHSTG-IEIR-. 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  1J .  S  Gov't  Report 

AB&OLUTEE.Y  PURE 


.  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  ft 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

,  [B,nt  10  A..  M..  Northern  District  Ol  Misspu 
uri'gntlun,    Ruck  In  glial 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


.  ,M.,  Killbock  ohuroh,  Delaware  Oo, 


II  1'   M.,  liyudnmu,  Pa. 
■eabody  church,  Kuns, 
it  2  P.  M.,Lii  Motto  onan 


Facts  Worth  Considering. 


Thoro  La  it" luii'l  Hi  Hi.,  Inind  Slates  than 

Our  population  in  liiorooslns  very  fast  and  the 
ingor  for  land  will  become  groatet  every  year. 
i.imkI  la  increasing  In  value  every  tiny,    in  time 
will  be  us  bii^b  priced  as  n  is  in  England  and 


I  animals. 
artli. 
B  bad  In  the  Northwest  at  vo 

Q  UoinoBteadecl  In  some  purl! 


.*,  it  ii. I  ul  hi!  crops  In  Jin,  port  Ion. 
River  Valley  imhI   oi  her   localities 

u>  fur  Improved  farms  from  n  share 

i-op  plan  can  still  be  hud. 

i  in i    LUgb-prlced,  runted  land 

i.  i,  they  con  never  own,  orton  pay- 
.■i  -  I'i'i   acre  more  than  virgin  soil 


MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL 


IS  THE  PUCE. 


N.SW. 


The  lands  of  the  old-time 
planters  are  now  being  di- 
vided and  sold  at  very  rea- 
sonable prices  and  on  terms  of  easy  pay- 
ments, affording  an  opportunity  for  home 
seekers  and  investors  in  agricultural,  mineral 
and  timber  lands  to  secure  great  bargains. 
Some  of  the  Brethren  are  moving  in  the 
great  gardening  region  around  Norfolk,  where 
land  can  be  had  at  such  figures  as  to  make 
one  year's  crop  pay  for  the  whole  farm. 

If  high  lands  are  preferred,  well,  we  have 
them  in  the  Piedmont  region,  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  of  historical  fame,  and 
blue-grass  valleys  of  Southwest  Virgin! 

Arguments  "in  a  Nutshell. 

i.  Delightful  climate. 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Has  In,,,,,,!  a  large  and  flourishing  colony  of 
GERMAN  BAPTISTS  ..»  Us  choice  agricultural 
lands  In  POsTEU  \VK  I.LS  and  EDD1  Counties, 
In  NORTH  DAKOTA.  The  BRETHREN  have  or- 
ganized o  CHURCH  al  Carrington,  Foster  County, 
ami  the  funds  for  a  well-equipped  meetinghouse 
are  already  subscribed. 

Anions  the  ninny  advantages  possessed  by  these 

RAILROAD    COMPETITION,    with    competing 
Blevatora,  and    numerous  platforms  for  londlng 
dividual  shipper. 

BLACK  LOAM  resting  on  a  clay 
ubsoll,  admirably  adapted  for  raising  wheat,  and 
11  small  grains,  flux  and  vegetables. 
There  are  fifty  public  schools  In  Foster  and  Wells 

The  country  abounds  in  SMALL  STREAMS  and 

„\KKS,ilt|l|'.' DRINKING  WATER,  free  from 


NATIVE    LIGNITE  COAL   s.-lls 

■,:    !;,.,!>  hn-.l  tjn-l  uili.T  null'.. a<l   .- 


.  Ne; 


■rket. 


3.  Better  prices  for  farm  products. 

4.  Cheap  lands,— from  $5.00  up. 
Brethren  desiring  more  information  can  get 

it  by  writing  to 

W.B.  Bevill, 
en'l  Pass.  Ag*t  N.  ft  W.  Roanoke,  Va, 

At  lbn  Hull, 
Iv.  Pass.  Ag't  N.  &  w.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Paul  Scheheb, 
emigration  Ag't  N.  ft  w.  Roanoke,  Va. 

P.  S.— We  refer  by  special  permission  to 
Rev.  P.  S.  Miller,  of  the  German  Baptist 
church  at  Roanoke,  Va. 


A  Chance  to  Make 
Something. 


riiry  Dvpiiruii.Mit  I  are  M'Jii.iai;  bul  n 

ol  year.  Kail  term  opens  Sept.  2 
Irenlur  and  further  particulars  to 
N.  R,  BAKER, 

Prln.  Frulldale  Seminary, 
Fruitdale,  Ala 


Send  a  Postal  Card  at  once 

DDHHEL'S 

RED    THYME 

PAIN  CURE 


tied  Thyme  Pain  Ou 
lars.    Address: 

I'  nil, I.  Iln 


S.  E.  DUBUBL  i 


Waynesboro,  Pa. 


A  M-'OfXTAt.X  VKX  1  of!  $1.00. 


You  Would  Now  Have  Your 

THIRD  CROP 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


I 


:ntaloR  dcscribini 


,  part  in  the  Bourf 


and  lully  explaining  I 


sell  Rood  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card. 
AddrMi:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Ml,  Uorrli,  111. 


11. ROAD  LAND*  -ell   fi  .fin  *).(> 


O.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  R., 
,  PHIPPS,  St.  Paul,  Mini 


Why 
Pay 
Rent. 


be  East,— witb  no  bop,-  of  ever  bi'lng  able 
home   for  yourself  and  children    In    tho 

Famous  Corn  Belt, 

lcosl  portion   of   Nebraska?     These   lands 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 

plus¥2  from  all  principal  points  In  the  East.  ] 
your  tickets  read  "  Via  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y."  F 
dates  and  rates  of  excursions,  i^tc.,  address 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 
Burlington  Route. 


1,  find  Oiti.bi'i 


In  your  barn  or  in  stack  if  you  were  living 
m  a  lillle  Sl,2oo  farm  on  the  Dos  Palos  Colony 
n  California.  These  three  crops  would  weigh 
not  less  that  five  tons,  and  you  would  be  look- 
ing forward  to  a  fourth  mowing  about  Sept.  I. 
You  would  feel  good  to  get  so  much  choice 
feed  tor  so  little  work,  from  so  little  land. 
Your  wife  would  be  glad  to  get  such  ao  abun- 
dance of  fresh,  young  vegetables  from  tending 
-50  small  a  garden.  Your  daughters  would  de- 
light in  their  flowers.  Your  boys  would  have 
fun  in  bringing  home  game  and  fish  nearly 
every  clay.  You  would  all  rejoice  in  picking 
many  kinds  of  fruit  to  eat.  Your  pigs  would 
be  in  clover.  Your  cows  would  be  saving  hay 
for  winter  by  feeding  on  the  superabundant 
vegetation  of  the  garden  and  orchard.  And 
you  would  be  free  from  care  and  woi 
Write  to 

Ii.  MAIMS, 
238  Clark  St.  sou  Chicago,  111. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

145  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregstkn,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Brethren', 

Plain  Clothing 


The 


:for  1 


make  i 


any  member  of  ' 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  I 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  , 
our   clothing,    measuring    blanks, 

and  rules  for  ordering  will  Dg 
application.     Our  rules  forsdf. 
■  nple  any  one  can  ' 
understand  them.  . 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  I 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas. 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,      , 

47'f  WARSAW,  IND, 


![■«.■«■  A  ■«■■»■ 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 

ere  la  uo  need  of  keeping  them  unless  you 

,  without  any  trouble,  and  without  any  burn. 

or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  lining  DOBBEW 

TBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  according  to  dl. 

ions.    It  Is  the  champion  if  all  remedies  to 

Of  c 

>rns  when  a  ten-cent  box  will  take  them  out! 

ltl 

one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  Its  kind  ever 

avered,— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suffer 

cents  In  stamps.    Or,  on  receipt  of  tweotv-flye 

is  we  will  send  by  mail  a  ten-cent  box  of  Corn 

JlJ] 

Kr 

best  little  pill  to  cure  constipation.    Ageuts  want- 

ed I 

1  every  locality.    Order  a  box  at  once.  Address: 

B.  E.  DUBBEL A  CO.,  Proprietors, 

mi 

WWnMboro,KrinkUnCoBPi 

New 
Brethren  Colony, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


eplo' 


These  lands  1  oILt  at  prices  from  fl.i«>  to  W 
acre  on  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  ] 
chase  price  drawing  interest  at  7  per  ceut  per 
nnm  only.  The  lands  are  specially  adapted 
cattle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  large  ei 
of  wheat,  oats,  barley  and  all  kinds  of  yiutn.c 
vegetables  and  potatoes  In  great  abundance 
of  beat  quality.  Tho  markets,  on  account  of 
close  proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Du 

shipping  of  grain  bring  only  7;.«  to  i'  cents  per 
dred.  The  lauds  are  well  watered  with  eree  'S 
streams,  the  water  being  pure  and  clear.ttjy 
trace  of  alkali  is  found  either  In  the  wftW 
soil.  Plenty  of  timber  for  building  purpi^s, '' 
es  and  fuel.  Splendid  climate.  No  prairie  1 
or  blizzards.  It  is  an  Ideal  place  f«r  «  h("^ 
largo  tract  of  theso  lands  la  set  aside  exc  u 
for  the  Brethren.  ..0 
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eyes  and  heavy  dark  brown  hair,  always  brushed 
back  from  her  broad  forehead.  She  despises 
shams  of  all  kinds,  and,  above  all,  is  natural  and 
unaffected;  and  it  is  said  that,  should  she  come  to 
live  in  Washington,  she  would  run  the  affairs  of  the 
White  House  according  to  her  own  ideas  and  not 
in  the  manner  of  the  so-called  official  society."  If 
one  is  to  judge  the  two  leading  Presidential  nomi- 
nees by  what  is  said  of  their  wives,  it  would  seem 
certain  that  the  chances  for  a  good  President  the 
next  four  years  are  quite  encouraging.  The  wise 
man   says:   "  A   prudent  wife  is  from  the  Lord." 

Prov.  iy:  14.  

During  the  last  ten  days  an  immense  quantity  of 
rain  has  fallen  in  Illinois,  and  in  portions  of  the 
State  destructive  floods  and  winds  have  prevailed. 
In  some  of  the  southern  counties  the  harvested 
grain,  in  shock,  was  so  scattered  by  the  wind  and 
soaked  by  the  rain,  that  much  of  it  is  a  total  loss. 
In  many  places  the  heavy  gales,  that  continued  for 
hours,  played  havoc  with  the  corn  and  broom  corn, 
laying  whole  fields  flat  upon  the  ground.  To 
many  farmers  the  outlook  is  extremely  discourag- 
ing. The  rainfall  in  other  States  has  also  been 
very  heavy,  and  damaging  floods  are  feared  along 
some  of  the  large  streams.  But  it  is  no  time  to 
complain  about  the  works  of  an  over-ruling  Provi- 
dence. All  of  these  things  may  result  in  good  to 
those  who  love  the  Lord,  trust  him  and  endeavor  to 
make  the  best  of  the  situation. 


-EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANYS 


It  is  reported  that  Sam  Jones  was  offered  $200  to 
preach  two  sermons  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  de- 
clined on  the  ground  that  the  price  was  too  low. 
He  agreed  to  come  for  S300.  Sam  Jones  may  do 
for  the  itching  cars,  but  ;\s  a  preacher  of  the  Gos- 
pel he  is  a  deception.  We  have  little  or  no  confi- 
dence in  a  man  who  must  have  Si 50  for  a  single 
sermon.  It  looks  too  much  like  the  worship  of 
mammon. 

There  is  one  redeeming  feature  about  the  politi- 
cal papers  during  political  campaigns.  While  they 
publish  all  the  mean  things  they  can  hear  of  con- 
cerning the  opposing  candidates,  they  seldom  say 
anything  unbecoming  about  their  wives.  Much  has 
been  said  respecting  the  fine,  womanly  qualities  of 
Mrs.  McKinley,  and  now  the  press  has  this  to  say 
ofWm.  J.  Bryan's  wife:  "She  is  an  entirely  differ- 
ent woman  from  those  who  have  stood  the  chance 
of  ruling  in  the  Executive  Mansion.  She  is  de- 
scribed as  a  pale-faced,  '  intellectual  slip  of  a  wom- 
an,' with  an  immense  amount  of  determination  and 
silent  aggressiveness,  rather  studious  and  very  re- 
served. She  does  not  care  for  fashion  or  society, 
and  pays  little  attention  to  either.  Mrs.  Bryan 
was  Miss  Mary  E.  Baird,  the  only  daughter  of  a 
prosperous  merchant  in  Perry,  111.  After  her  mar- 
riage with  Bryan  and  the  first  of  her  three  children 
was  born,  she  took  a  law  course  under  the  di- 
rection of  her  husband,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1888.  She  did  this  solely  to  be  a  companion 
to  her  husband  and  help  him  in  his  work,  for  she 
had  no  idea  of  practicing  by  herself.  The  Bryans 
never  went  into  society  in  Washington  and  they 
"ever  provided  entertainments.  Mrs.  Bryan  was 
"ever  known  to  appear  in  evening  dress  during  her 
Washington  life;  and  it  is  said  she  never  possessed 
a  low-cut  gown  or  a  dress  with  silk  linings,  while 
her  husband  never  owned  a  dress  suit.  Mrs.  Bryan 
ls  n°t  handsome,  but  she  has  a  strikingly  intelli- 
gent and  strong  face,  with  large,  expressive  brown 


Miss  Eloise  V.  Prentice,  77  State  St.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  is  secretary  of  what  is  known  as  the 
"  Open  Air  Workers'  Association  of  America."  Its 
object  is  to  promote  the  holding  of  open  air  servi- 
ces in  all  parts  of  the  country  where  people  may  be 
collected  and  influenced  for  good  by  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel.  Spring  wagons  are  made  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  conveying  the  workers  from  one 
point  to  another,  and  then  serve  as  a  pulpit  from 
which  addresses  may  be  delivered.  These  wagons 
are  sent  out  in  different  directions,  and  the  novelty 
of  the  thing  brings  out  people  in  large  bodies  to 
hear  what  the  preachers  have  to  say.  In  the  time 
of  the  apostles  the  proclaimers  of  the  Truth  walked 
from  place  to  place,  and  addressed  the  people 
wherever  they  could  find  them.  This,  however,  ar- 
gues nothing  against  the  use  of  a  wagon  as  a  more 
convenient  way  of  traveling,  but  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  those  who  are  employing  this  method  of 
preaching  the  Gospel  are  not  teaching  the  whole 
truth  as  they  should.  What  a  grand  work  might  be 
accomplished  if  a  hundred  or  more  "  Gospel  wag- 
ons "  could  be  sent  to  various  parts  of  the  United 
States,  containing  good  tracts,  earnest  singers,  and 
preachers  who  understand  the  New  Testament 
doctrine  and'are  not  afraid  to  preach  it! 


This  reminds  us  of  the  fact  that  there  are,  in 
some  parts  of  our  country,  "  Mission  Boats,"  fitted 
out  for  religious  services.  On  these  boats  is  a  well- 
arranged  chapel  for  a  few  hundred  people,  a  stand 
for  the  speaker,  and  some  separate  rooms  for  the 
minister,  his  family  and  assistants.  A  mission  boat 
thus  equipped  is  taken  from  one  river  town  to  the 
other,  and  often  remains  at  one  place  several 
weeks.  The  people  come  to  the  chapel  on  the  boat 
as  they  would  attend  services  at  a  meetinghouse. 
By  a  wise  use  of  tracts  a  minister  of  ability  and  in- 
tegrity could  accomplish  a  great  work  in  the  towns 
along  any  navigable  stream.  True,  it  may  not  be 
just  the  way  John  did  his  work  along  the  river  Jor- 
dan, but  then  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  while 
the  New  Testament  states  clearly  what  to  teach,  it 


permits  the  preacher  to  use  his  own  judgment  re- 
specting the  better  methods  of  reaching  the  peo- 
ple. Possibly  there  are  places  where  our  Brethren 
might  do  most  excellent  service  with  a  Mission 
Boat,  especially  in  a  new  section  where  houses  of 
worship  are  few. 

In  the  southern  part  of  Africa  is  the  South  Af- 
rica Republic,  of  late  known  as  Transvaal,  about 
as  large  as  Illinois  and  Iowa  combined,  and  con- 
taining a  population  of  nearly  one  million.  The  cli- 
mate resembles  Southern  Georgia,  and  the  country 
is  generally  considered  a  delightful  place  to  live. 
Of  this  Republic  S.  J.  Paul  Kruger  is  President. 
He  has  some  old-fashioned  notions  about  how 
Christians  should  live,  not  common  among  rulers  of 
these  days,  but  worthy  of  imitation.  During  his 
visit  to  England  he  declined  an  invitation  to  a  ball 
on  the  Queen's  birthday,  for  he  thought  such 
things  unbecoming  Christians.  He  could  not  be 
induced  to  set  his  foot  inside  of  a  theater,  for  he 
said  the  actors  dressed  immodestly.  He  even  re- 
fused to  attend  a  dinner  party  on  Sunday,  saying 
that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  sanctity  of  the 
Lord's  Day.  At  home  he  reads  the  Bible  much, 
and  Sundays  he  spends  reading  the  Scriptures  and 
expounding  them  to  his  family  and  in  the  house  of 
worship.  Some  of  the  more  light-minded  ridicule 
him  on  account  of  his  peculiarities,  but  the  better 
class  honor  him,  and  he  has  the  confidence  of  his 
people.  The  world  is  greatly  in  need  of  rulers  hav- 
ing correct  and  earnest  religious  convictions. 

It  is  something  new  for  a  distinguished  Theolog- 
ical Professor  to  give  up  his  chair  in  this  country 
for  two  years  and  to  go  to  a  foreign  field  to  preach 
to  the  natives,  but  this  is  the  move  that  Prof.  W. 
W.  White,  formerly  of  Xenia  Theological  Semin- 
ary, and  now  of  the  Chicago  Bible  Institute,  is 
about  to  make.  The  appeal  came  to  Prof.  White 
in  behalf  of  the  several  thousand  students  at  the 
university  of  Calcutta,  India.  Calcutta  is  said  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  educational  centers  of  the 
world.  In  that  ci'y  there  are  upwards  of  twenty 
colleges  and  about  double  that  number  of  high 
schools.  In  these  colleges  there  are  about  three 
thousand  students,  and  in  the  senior  class  of  the 
high  schools  about  two  thousand  more  who  have 
an  acquaintance  with  English.  The  actual  constitu- 
ency of  students  in  Calcutta,  at  any  one  time,  num- 
bers about  five  thousand.  Of  this  number,  three 
thousand  are  strangers  in  the  town,  not  living  with 
parents  or  friends,  but  in  lodgings.  In  addition  to 
the  men  actually  in  college,  there  are  at  least  fifty 
thousand  English-speaking  and  non- Christian  na- 
tives in  Calcutta.  It  was  found  that  a  magnificent 
building,  right  at  the  junction  of  the  two  principal 
boulevards  of  the  city  and  in  the  heart  of  the  col- 
lege quarter,  could  be  secured  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Through  the  generosity  of  Lord  Overton, 
and  others,  in  England  and  America,  the  building 
was  secured.  An  auditorium  is  being  prepared,  with 
a  seating  capacity  of  a  thousand.  The  students  of 
Calcutta  have  already  shown  a  deep  interest  in  the 
project.  Prof.  White  is  to  go  to  Calcutta  with  his 
family,  and  is  to  spend  two  years  lecturing  to  stu- 
dents. By  thus  addressing  thousands  of  young 
men,  representing  all  parts  of  India,  he  hopes,  in  a 
measure,  at  least,  to  reach  all  India  with  the  princi- 
ples of  Christianity.  While  Mr.  White  will  not 
teach  "  the  all  things"  of  the  Gospel  as  clearly  as 
they  should  be  taught,  he,  nevertheless,  will  teach 
enough  to  induce  many  of  the  heathen  to  destroy 
their  idols  and  seek  for  the  greater  light  found  in 
the  New  Testament, 
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-ESSAYS, 


IS  IT  WORTH  WHILE? 

Is  it  worth  while  with  life's  fierce  storms  to  wrestle, 

To  face  and  tight  the  driving  w'nd  and  rain, 
To  stretch  and  strain  each  nerve  and  bone  and  muscle, 
O'er  flaunting  foes  a  victory  to  gain- 
Is  it  worth  while? 
Is  it  worth  while  the  steep  ascent  of  heaven 

To  climb  with  aching  limbs  and  weary  feet, 
By  hope  and  duty  ever  onward  driven, 
Deaf  to  the  siren  ease,  with  songs  so  sweet- 
Is  it  worth  while? 
Is  it  worth  while  to  sow  beside  all  waters 

The  precious  seeds  of  faith  and  hope  and  love, 
To  rest  not  till  earth's  many  sons  and  daughters 
By  righteous  fruits  make  glad  e'en  heaven  above— 
Is  it  worth  while? 
0  gracious  Christ,  at  thy  dear  feet  low  falling, 

In  thy  dear  wounds  our  trembling  hands  we  press, 
And  thee  our  pattern  and  our  Lord  now  calling, 
We  lose  the  doubts  our  hearts  at  times  confess— 
Is  it  worth  while? 
For  thou  did'st  bravely  give  thy  life  for  others, 

Uid'st  bear  the  cross  and  walk  the  way  of  shame, 
So  naught  for  men  whom  thou  did'st  call  thy  brothers 
Should  daunt  the  hearts  that  bear  thy  blessed  name- 
Is  it  worth  while? 
—Rev.  M,  L.  Gordon,  in  The  Congrcgationalist. 


PLAIN  TEACHINGS  OF  THE  OOSPEL. 

BY  JOHN  F.  SOUDERS. 

Somewhat  of  an  unusual  occurrence  transpired 
in  one  of  our  neighboring  churches  quite  recently. 
After  baptism  had  been  'administered  to  some 
applicants,  they  with  others  thought  it  well  to  fol- 
low Christ's  example  in  feet- washing  and  the 
Lord's  Supper. 

It  must  be  exceedingly  cmbarassing  to  intelli- 
gent Bible  readers,  to  commemorate  the  Lord's 
Supper  with  bread  and  wine,  after  reading  Luke  22: 
20.  If  the  bread  and  wine  constitute  the  Lord's 
Supper,  how  could  the  cup  be  taken  after  supper? 

After  the  supper  some  of  the  communicants  de- 
sired to  follow  Christ  in  feet-washing.  The  offici- 
ating minister  briefly  related  the  account,  as  given 
in  John  13,  concluding  with  the  words:  '"Brethren 
and  sisters,  I  am  under  the  painful  duty  to  confess 
to  you  that  I  have  never  seen  it  done,  and  have  nev- 
er engaged  in  it  myself,  and  therefore  I  shall  ask 
you  to  please  excuse  me  for  the  present."  Was 
not  that  Peter-like?  This  was  a  very  painful  con- 
fession to  make,  after  having  such  plain  teachings 
on  this  point,  and  especially  for  a  teacher  of  the 
law.  Yet,  an  open  confession  is  good  for  the  soul, 
and  we  think  this  was  verified,  for,  before  the  servic- 
es were  ended,  he  was  a  converted  Peter,  and  had 
his  feet  washed  also. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  understand  just  why 
it  is  that  those  who  stand  upon  the  walls  of 
Zion  for  years,  with  the  commandment  of  Christ 
himself,  to  preach  "  all  things,  whatsoever  I  have 
commanded  you,"  and  yet  fail  to  carry  out  the 
humble  ordinances  of  God's  house  until  life  is  near- 
ly spent.  I  know  the  common  excuse  is,  "Wc 
don't  understand  it  that  way,"  or  "  don't  see  it  in 
that  light."  Our  understanding  should  not  be  so 
blunted,  or  our  spiritual  eyes  so  dimmed  that  we 
cannot  understand  his  plain  and  simple  teachings. 
God  help  us  to  pray, — not  for  a  new  understanding 
or  new  sight, — but  for  a  Christ-like  spirit  that  will 
enable  us  to  follow  him  into  the  valley  of  humility, 
as  well  as  up  to  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration. 
Then  will  our  unHerstanding  be  more  clear  and  our 
spiritual  sight  keener. 

Another  feature  that  was  not  commendable  is 
this:  After  a  few  faithful  members  led  out.  others 
were  influenced  by  their  so  doing.  If  that  was  the 
reason  they  engaged  in  the  ordinance,  they  were 
not  benefited.  We  should  obey,  because  Christ 
said,  "  Happy  are  ye  if  you  do  these  things."  Now 
I  shall  not  say  that  humility  can  not  be  practiced 
without  washing  feet,  but  I  do  say  that  Christ 
taught  as  well  as  practiced  humility,  and  I  am  glad 


of  the  fact  that  he  washed  feet.  I  know  of  no  bet- 
ter way  of  teaching  humility  than  in  the  way  Christ 
taught  it,— by  example.  The  great  good  that  has 
been  accomplished  by  his  teachings  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  backed  by  a  corresponding  ex- 
ample. We  sometimes  teach  a  thing  by  precept, 
while  our  examples  are  teaching  more  forcibly  in 
the  contrary.  Is  it,  then,  any  wonder  that  so  much 
of  our  teaching  returns  to  us  void?  Let  the  two 
go  hand  in  hand.  Then  our  teachings  will  be  more 
acceptable,  and  our  results  more  definite. 
Oran,  Ohio.  ^  

THE  OREAT  QUESTION. 


"  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him? "—  Psa.  8:  4. 
This  is  a  deep  question.  Inspiration  has  pro- 
pounded it.  Sages  of  old  have  reflected  and  specu- 
lated upon  it;  and  I  doubt  if  there  has  lived  an  or- 
dinary intelligent  man  or  woman  since  the  days  of 
Adam  who  has  not  asked  himself  these  questions: 
What  are  we?  Why  are  we?  How  have  we  come 
here?  To  what  final  destiny  are  we  tending?  All 
these  are  couched  in  the  one  great  question,  "  What 
is  man?  " 

John  Ruskin  divides  man's  chief  business,  here  in 
this  life,  into  three  classes:  First,  to  know  himself, 
and  the  existing  state  of  things  he  has  to  do  with. 
Second,  to  be  happy  in  himself  and  the  existing 
state  of  things  he  has  to  do  with.  Third,  to  amend 
himself  and  the  existing  state  of  things  he  has  to 
do  with,  so  far  as  either  is  marred  or  amendable. 
This  is  logical,  and  includes  very  nearly  the  whole 
of  man's  business  here  on  earth.  But  most  of  us 
attend  to  almost  everything  else  rather  than  that 
which  concerns  us  most,  and  we  are  often  inclined 
to  attend  to  other  people's  business  before  our  own. 
David  recognized  that  he  was  fearfully  and  won- 
derfully made;  and  if  we  could  realize  what  won- 
derful machines  we  are,  and  what  a  small  mishap 
may  stop  our  machinery,  and  end  our  existence 
here,  we  might  all  have  a  higher  opinion  and  great- 
er appreciation  of  our  lives. 

I  am  not  writing  a  treatise  on  physiology,  or  the 
anatomy  of  the  human  body,  but  I  want  to  mention 
a  few  facts  and  figures  taught  by  these  sciences.  We 
breathe  about  20  times  a  minute,  or  twelve  hundred 
times  an  hour.  An  adult  breathes  18  pints  of 
air  a  minute,  or  more  than  seven  hogsheads  a  day. 
The  weight  of  the  circulating  blood  is  20  pounds. 
The  heart  beats  75  times  a  minute,  and  sends  about 
10  pounds  of  blood  through  the  veins  at  each  beat, 
550  pounds  pass  through  the  heart  in  one  hour, 
making  12,000  pounds,  or  more  than  24  hogsheads 
that  pass  through  the  heart  in  24  hours.  The  lungs 
are  said  to  have  74,000,000  cavities,  or  air-cells,  that 
fill  with  air,  and  empty,  at  every  breath.  The  heart 
is  a  muscular  organ,  with  power  to  expand  or  con- 
tract, entirely  independent  of  our  will.  We  have 
neither  power  to  start  or  stop  it,  except  by 
violence.  And  should  it  stop  its  tireless  beat,  only 
for  a  few  moments,  it  would  never  more  start. 

I  have  only  alluded  to  these  things,  that  show  us 
what  wonderfully  constructed  machines  we  are,  that 
our  thoughts  may  be  drawn  in  solemnity  to  the  aw- 
ful realities  of  life.  If  our  bodies  are  so  wonderful- 
ly constructed,  what  must  be  the  intricacy  and  del- 
icacy of  the  mental  faculties, — reason,  recollection, 
memory,  will,  etc.? 

The  brain  is  doubtless  the  seat  of  the  mind,  with 
all  of  its  varied  capacities;  "  but  just  how  the  mind 
uses  the  brain,"  says  a  certain  author,  "  is  what  no 
man  can  find  out."  Dr.  Frances  Wiland  says, 
"The  mind  seems  to  be  a  spiritual  essence,  con- 
nected with  the  body  by  the  principles  of  life;  and 
its  capacities  are  first  called  into  exercise  by  the  or- 

While  I  believe  that  much  of  what  is  called 
science  of  mind,  is  founded  upon  deep  reasoning 
and  research,  and  much  is  mere  theory,  this  much 
hasbeen  demonstrated;  that  the  mind  and  body  are, 
in  some  way,  connected,  so  that,  what  affects  the 
one,  also  affects  the  other,  and  that  is  sufficient  to 
know  for  my  present  purpose  with  this  subject. 


If  we  are  composed  of  body,  soul  and  spirit,  as,  I 
presume,  we  all  admit,  and  they  are  so  inseparably 
connected,  that  what  affects  the  one  affects  the 
other,  we  must  see  the  force  of  Paul's  argument 
when  he  says,  "  Whatsoever  things  are  true,  honest 
just,  pure,  lovely,  think  on  these  things."  Paul  rec- 
ognized the  necessity  of  keeping  our  thoughts 
pure,  that  our  lives  may  be  pure.  "As  a  man 
thinks,  so  he  acts,"  is  more  truth  than  poetry.  It 
is  just  as  essential  that  our  bodies  be  kept  free 
from  contaminating  influences,  -so  that  our  minds 
may  be  pure,  free,  and  active.  A  brain  paralyzed 
by  alcohol,  opiates,  nicotine,  or  any  other  nerve  de- 
stroying agencies,  is  a  poor  medium  through  which 
a  lofty  mind  may  honor  its  Crea'or. 

We  all  very  forcibly  realize  that  we  are  here  in  the 
world,  and  that  we  are  real,  living  entities,  that  we 
are  here  v/ithout  choice,  and  that  we  will  have  to 
leave  here  without  choice.  This  we  all  know  from 
intuition  and  observation,  but  just  whv  we  are  here, 
how  we  came  to  be  here,  and  for  what  purpose,  we 
have  to  depend  upon  another  source  tor  our  infor- 
mation. But  since  we  are  here  without  our  choice, 
and  have  to  remain  here  until  our  allotted  time  of 
departure,  and  then  go  without  our  choosing,  it  is 
certainly  reasonable  that  our  best  interests  demand 
that  we  know  ourselves,  and  the  purpose  of  our  be- 
ing here,  so  far  as  it  is  in  our  power  to  know;  and 
thereby  make  the  best  of  our  existence,  here  and 
hereafter.  Though  we  have  no  choice  in  bein" 
here,  and  will  have  none  in  leaving,  we  may  have  a 
choice  in  our  present  and  future  enjoyment. 

We  may  not  know  much  about  the  machinery  of 
our  physical  organization,  or  the  life  principles 
that  actuate  our  bodies,  or  the  process  of  combus- 
tion of  the  fuel  that  feeds  the  fires  of  our  system, 
and  keeps  the  engine  running,  that  drives  all  the 
machinery  of  our  bodies;  but  we  may  know  what 
we  are,— religiously,  morally,  and  spiritually.  If 
we  had  no  other  source  of  information  than  our 
own  memories,  serious  reflection  upon  our  past 
lives  must  convince  us  we  have  not  always  done 
the  very  best  we  could  have  done.  Our  live*  have 
not  always  been  just  what  we  wish  they  had  been. 
We  have  not  always  improved  our  opportunities  as 
we  might.  We  have  not  always  offered  the  best 
cheer  to  the  downcast;  not  always  wept  with  those 
who  wept,  nor  been  as  faithful  to  our  vows  as  we 
might.  Perhaps  we  have  not  always  done  unto  oth- 
ers just  as  we  would  have  had  them  to  do  to  us. 
These  things  we  must  know  of  ourselves  to  be 
right  and  our  duty,  though  we  had  no  Bible  to  tell 
us  so.  But  with  our  fallen  natures,  and  our  natural 
tendencies  in  the  wrong  direction,  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  know  ourselves  as  we  should,  or 
what  would  best  fit  us  for  the  place  we  are  destined 
to  fill  here  or  in  the  great  Eternity,  of  which  we  are 
to  become  a  part.  Hence  it  was  necessary  that  one 
should  come  from  the  shores  of  eternity, — one  who 
was  from  everlasting  to  everlasting;  one  who  knew 
God  and  could  lead  the  way  to  him;  one  who  knew 
us,  our  natures,  our  needs,  and  could  show  us  what 
we  are,  and  teach  us  what  we  ought  to  be. 

Jesus  is  the  only  being  who  has  ever  fully  an- 
swered this  great  question, — the  only  one  who  has 
fully,  in  the  light  of  truth,  photographed  our  moral 
and  spiritual  being,  and  showed  us  a  true  picture  of 
what  we  are,  and  what  we  ought  to  be,  and  what  we 
must  be,  if  ever  we  become  fit  to  fill  the  place  in 
God's  eternal  kingdom,  that  we  were  designed  to 
fill. 

Taking  this  view  of  the  situation,  and  looking  at 
this  problem  from  this  standpoint,  I  can  only  an- 
swer this  question  by  pointing  you,  with  me,  to  the 
"  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the 
world."  And  I  can  only  point  you  to  him,  by 
pointing  you  to  his  everlasting  Gospel,  that  will 
stand  though  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,  and  time 
shall  be  no  more.  I  would  point  you  to  his  eternal 
Word,  that  shall  stand  as  a  guide  to  the  searcher 
after  truth,  and  as  a  lamp  to  the  feet  of  him  that 
seeks  to  know  himself,  and  the  way  he  ought  to 
walk,  to  reach  his  eternal  home  in  heaven. 

We  are  all  dual  beings,  possessed  of  two  natures; 
one  for  Christ  and  humanity,  the  other  for  self. 
What  we  are,  and  will  be,  depends  largely  upon 
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hich  of  the  two  natures  we  allow  to  hold  suprema- 
-  in  our  lives;  and  since  we  value  happiness  here, 
d  in  a  world  where  time  will  not  be  measured  by 

days  and  years,  but  by  cycles  of  eternity,  shall  we 

ot  let  that  better,  higher,  nobler  nature  control 

ur  lives?     Search  the  law  of  Christ,  that  therein 

may  find   the    true    answer    to    the    question, 

..  What  is  man?  "  and  the  way  to  happiness  here, 

and  in  the  great  hereafter. 
Denver,  Colo. 


THE  DAMASCUS  OF  TO-DAY. 


THE  ANOINTING. 


BY  I.  J.  ROSENBERGER, 


ELD.  I.  J.  ROSENBERGER, 
Dear  Brother  .— 

I  have  read  with  interest  your  articles 
jng  in  Gospel  Messenger  numbers  5  and  14. 
brief,  pointed  manner  in  which  you  treat  the  sub 
does  seem  to  me  that  your  articles  are  misleading  i 
fail  to  give  physical  healing  the  prominence  due 
not  ask  you  to  consider  a  few  Scriptures  on  the  sul 
True,  in  the  Old  as  well  as  in  the  New  Testan 
seem  as  a  means  of  symbolizing  God's  anointing,- 
tion;  but  this  consecration  we  should  make  every  day;  while 
in  health,  ...  I  sadly  fear  that  the  majority  who  say, 
■•  We  need  not  expect  the  physical  raising,"  are  only  trying  to 
support  a  theory,  which  will  protect  tbeir  weakness  and  sinful 
practice,— doubt 1  should  be  glad  to  hear  your  re- 
ply to  this  through  Gospel  Messenger.     ],  M.  Blocker. 

of  Bro.  Blocher's 


is  to-day,  as  it  has  been 
nighty  city,  influencing 
region  of  hundreds  of 


We  have  only  quoted  such  part: 
letter  as  we'  thought  best  to  review,  and  we  now 
state; 

1.  There  is  no  promise  neither  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment nor  the  New  that  the  physical  part  of  man 
should  receive  any  benefit  from  anointing.  In  the 
Old  it  clearly  symbolized  consecration.  The  same 
is  true  of  anointing  under  the  New  Testament.  I 
did  say  that  the  sick  often  are  benefited  physically 
by  being  baptized,  or  by  a  Communion  service,  and 
jometimes  by  a  social  season  of  prayer.  Just  so 
the  physical  part  of  man  has  often  received  benefit 
in  anointins.  though  physical  benefit  was  not  the 
promise  in  either.  It  is  the  soul,  that  heaven  is 
seeking  to  redeem.  I  fully  aim  to  give  physical 
healing  all  the  prominence  that  the  Scriptures  do- 
Please  do  not  forget  that  physical  healing  is  alone 
provided  for  in  Mark  16;  18,—"  laying  on  of  hands." 

2.  That  we  should  live  consecrated  every  day  is 
true.  It  should  be  remembered  that  while  the  for- 
giveness of  sins  is  a  promise  in  baptism  on  coming 
into  the  church  (Acts  2:  38),  likewise  on  confes- 
sion (1  John  1;  9),  during  life  in  the  church,  yet 
there  is  a  final  forgiveness  on  being  anointed.  In 
like  manner  we  are  consecrated  on  coming  into  the 
church;  there  are  means  of  consecration  while  in 
the  church.  But  in  the  anointing  our  consecra- 
tion is  final. 

3.  The  "  fear"  you  express  of  "  the  majority  who 
do  not  expect  physical  raising  up,"  in  so   doing, 
"protect   their    weakness — their    doubts,"    is    not 
very  well  founded.     Allow  me  to  ask,  "  t 
assurance  can  elders  who  anoint  for  phy: 
ing  give  the  sick  that  they  will  be  phy 
stored?     "  Perhaps  "  and  " 
strong  terms  as  they  can  gi 

all  wrapped  up  in  doubt.  Hence  the  class  you 
criticise  deserve  no  censure.  I  always  use  the 
strong  Scriptural  language  "shall"  (see  James  5: 
'5)  in  comforting  the  sick  whom   I  anoint.     I  tell 

iromise  is  for  the  soul.  The  means  of 
;  of  the  soul.  We  have  "  an 
t  none  for  the  body.  The 
elop,  until  it  "  arrives  to  the 
fullness  of  its  stature  in  Christ  Jesus."  But  oh,  the 
Poor  body  has  the  death  sentence  passed  upon  it; 
hence  it  is  going  down, — down, — down  to  its  grave. 


ow  much 
lical  heal- 
iically  re- 
nay  be  "  are  about  as 
e  the  sick,  and  they  are 


them  the 
grace  is  fo"r  the 
anchor  for  the 
;  to  go  on  ; 


A  correspondent  of  the  Baltimore  Sun,  writing 
from  Damascus,  Syria,  May  I,  gives  the  following 
very  interesting  account  of  this  great  city  that  was 
standing  before  Abraham's  time: 

While  the  ancient  cities  along  the  Nile  are  known 
only  by  the  magnificence  of  their  ruined  temples, 
while  Baalbec  and  Palmyra  have  long  since  passed 
away,  while  Babylon  is  a  heap  in   the  desert  and 
Tyre  a  ruin  on   the  shore,   Damascus,   which   Jo- 
sephus   declares   was   standing  before    Abraham's 
time,   and   which    is   called   in   the    prophec 
Isaiah  "  the  head  of  Syria," 
for  thousands  of  years,  a 
the  customs  and  trade  of  ; 
miles  around  it. 

Its  importance  in  the  flourishing  period  of  the 
Jewish  monarchy    we    know    from    the    garrisons 
which  David  placed  here,  and  from  the  opposition 
it  presented  to  Solomon.     How  close  its  relations 
continued  to  be  with  this  people  we  infer  from  the 
chronicles  of  Jeroboam  and  Ahaz  and  the  prophe- 
cies of  Isaiah  and  Amos.    Its  mercantile  greatness 
is  indicated  by  Ezekiel  in  the  remarkable  words  ad- 
dressed to  Tyre:  "  Damascus  was  thy  merchant  in 
the  multitude  of  the  wares  of  thy  making,  for  the 
multitude  of  all  riches;  in  the  wine  of  Helbon,  and 
white  wool."     Alexander  the   Great  saw  its  great- 
ness, and  sent  Parmenio  to  take  it  while  he  was  en- 
gaged in  marching  from  Tarsus  and  Tyre.     Julian, 
the  Apostate,  describes  it  as  "  the  eye  of  the  East." 
Recognized  at  one  time  as  the  metropolis  of  the 
Mohammedan  world,  its  fame  is  mingled   with  the 
exploits  of  Saladan  and  Tamerlane.     The  tradition 
that  the  murder  of  Abel  took  place  here  is  alluded 
to  by  Shakespeare  (I  King  Henry  VI,  1,  3): 
Winchester:  Nay,  stand  thou  back,  I  will  not  budge  a  foot: 
This  be  Damascus;  be  thou  cursed,  Cain, 
To  slay  thy  brother  Abel,  if  thou  wilt. 
The  cause  of  its  importance  as  a.  city  in  all  the 
ages  is  easily  seen  as  you  approach  it  from  the 
South.     Miles  before  you  see  the  mosques  of  the 
modern  city,  the  fountains  of  a  copious  and  peren- 
nial stream   spring   from    among    the    rocks    and 
brushwood  at  the  base  of  the  Anti-Lebanon,  creat- 
ing a  wide  area  about  them,  rich  with  prolific  vege- 
tation.   These    are    the    "streams    of    Lebanon," 
which  are  poetically  spoken  of  in  the  Songs  of  Solo- 
mon, and  the  "  rivers   of  Damascus,"  which  Naa- 
man,  not  unnaturally,  preferred  to  all  the  "  waters  of 
Israel."    This  stream,  with  its  many  branches,  is 
the  inestimable  treasure  of  Damascus.     While  the 
desert  is  a  fortification  round  Damascus,  the  river, 
where  the   habitations  of  men  must  always  have 
been  gathered,  as  along  the  Nile,  is  its  life. 

The  city,  which  is  situated  in  a  wilderness  of  gar- 
dens of  flowers  and  fruits,  has  rushing  through  its 
streets  the  limpid  and  refreshing  current;  nearly 
every  dwelling  has  its  fountain,  and  at  night  the 
lights  are  seen  flashing  on  the  waters  that  dash 
along  from  their  mountain  home.  As  you  first 
view  the  city  from  one  of  the  overhanging  ridges, 
you  are  prepared  to  excuse  the  Mohammedans  for 
calling  it  the  earthly  paradise.  Around  the  marble 
minarets,  the  glittering  domes,  and  the  white  build- 
ings, shining  with  ivory  softness,  a  maze  of  bloom 
and  fruitage,  where  olive  and  pomegranate,  orange 
and  apricot,  plum  and  walnut,  mingle  their  varied 
tints  of  green,  is  presented  to  the  sight,  in  striking 
contrast  to  the  miles  of  barren  desert  over  which 
you  have  just  ridden. 


the  silk,  the  saddlers,  the  tobacco,  the  copper- 
smiths, the  booksellers,  the  shoe  and  many  other 
bazars,  and  now  and  then  we  come  across  an  "  an- 
tique Damascus  blade  "  which  was  made  last  year 
in  Gerrhany. 

While  passing  through  the  city  on  Friday,  the 
great  market  day,  I  was  attracted  by  Persians  in 
gorgeous  silks,  Nubians  in  black  and  white,  Greeks 
in  their  national  costumes,  Jews  with  long  ringlets, 
Bedouins,  Druses,  Kurds,  and  Armenians  mingling 
together,  and  lines  of  pilgrims  on  their  way  to 
Mecca— a  marvelous  medley  of  humanity,  not  to  be 
seen,  perhaps,  elsewhere  on  the  globe.  The  great 
(there  are  over  two  hundred  smaller  ones) 


any  strange  things 


ught  to-day,  but  I 


call  only  those  divine  that  the  Gospel  p 
The  magicians  wrought  wonders  in  Moses'  time, 
but  they  were  not  divine,  because  not  of  God.  A 
great  deal  of  healing  is  done  today.  It  is,  "  Lo 
here  and  lo  there,"  but  don't  call  it  divine.     The 


devil  is 


powerful,  but  not  all  powerful.     I  hope  the 


above  will  give  the  information  sought. 


us  remains  the  same  true  type  of  an  Ori- 
ental city.    Caravans  come  and  go  from  Bagdad 
and  Mecca,  as  of  old;  merchants  sit  and  smoke  ov- 
er their  costly  bales  in  dim  bazars;  drowsy  groupr 
sip  their  coffee  in  kiosks  overhangii 
bread  boy  cries  aloud,  "O  Allah! 
us,  send  trade;  "  the  drink  seller,  a 
■brass   cups,   exel; 
heart,"  and  all  th 


:  river;  th< 

o  sustainest 

e  rattles  his 

cheer    thine 

brilliant  costumes  of  the   East 


_xhibits  three  distinct  styles  of  architecture,  mark- 
ing three  epochs  in  the  history  of  the  place,  and 
proclaiming  the  three  dynasties  that  have  succes- 
sively possessed  it.  In  the  transept  is  a  chapel,  said 
to  contain  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist,  which  was 
found  in  the  crypt  of  the  church.  The  "  street 
called  Straight,"  which  is  interesting  to  all  New 
Testament  readers,  is  about  a  mile  in  length  and 
runs  across  the  city  from  west  to  east. 

In  round  numbers  the  population  is  about  150,000, 
100,000  of  whom  are  Muslima.  These  are  notori- 
ous for  their  fanaticism,  which  had  a  terrible  proof 
in  the  massacre  ol  July,  i860,  when  6,000  Christians 
were  slaughtered  in  the  streets  and  9,000  more  in 
the  district  about  the  city.  In  this  butchery  we 
have  a  true  picture  of  the  "  unspeakable  "  Turk 
when  he  is  aroused.  The  churches  and  convents, 
which  had  been  filled  with  the  terror-stricken 
Christians,  presented  piles  of  corpses,  and  the 
thoroughfares  were  choked  with  the  slain. 
Through  the  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Turkish  government,  the  governor  and  three  city  of- 
ficers were  shot,  fifty-six  of  the  citizens  were 
hanged,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  received  the 
death  penalty,  four  hundred  were  condemned  to 
imprisonment  and  exile  and  the  city  was  made  to 
pay  the  sum  of  Si, 000,000.  Some  refused  at  first 
to  believe  that  the  Turks  were  responsible  for  the 
massacre,  but  it  has  been  shown  beyond  a  doubt 
that  they  connived  at  it,  they  instigated  it,  they  or- 
dered it,  they  shared  in  it.  Their  conduct  north  of 
Damascus  at  present  is  a  repetition  of  the  same 
thing. 

Besides  the  Biblical  allusions  that  have  been 
made  in  this  paper  to  Damascus,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Paul  was  converted  on  his  way  here,  and 
that  when  the  governor  sought  to  apprehend  him, 
he  was  let  down  in  a  basket  through  a  window  and 
made  good  his  escape,  and,  that  during  his  resi- 
dence here  "  he  preached  Christ  in  the  synagogue, 
that  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  and  confounded  the  Jews 
which  dwelt  at  Damascus,  proving  that  this  is  the 
very  Christ."  We  are  tempted  to  think  that  it 
would  take  more  than  the  eloquent  voice  of  a  Paul 
to  disturb  the  consummate  indifference  of  the  aver- 
age pipe-smoking,  coffee-drinking,  sleepy-eyed 
citizen  of  modern  Damascus. 

Standing  among  the  ruins  of  this  inglorious  city, 
you  look  upon  the  remains  of  two  distinct  but 
blended  civilizations.  The  popular  natural  re- 
ligions, which,  for  centuries,  held  Asia  captive,  min- 
gle the  wrecks  of  their  colossal  architecture  with 
the  exquisite  forms  that  the  artistic  genius  of 
Greece  created.  Camels,  sheep,  and  goats  graze 
on  the  grass  which  grows  over  the  fallen  crumbling 
columns  and  capitals,  and  the  opening  spring  casts 
fresh  green  garlands  over  these  relics  of  the  dead 
past.  Great  columns  lean  heavily  against  tottering 
walls,  as  if  determined  to  postpone  their  fall  to  the 
last  moment,  and  over  the  scene  of  desolation  the 
white  chain  of  the  Lebanon,  capped  by  perpetual 
snow,  gives  a  chilling  look. 

Here  is  the  ancient  Heliopolis  of  the  Greeks  and 

Romans,  celebrated  for  its  sun  worship  in  the  tem- 

f  the  wonders  of  the  world. 


mingle  in  the  streets.  Although  Cairo  contains  a 
much  larger  population  than  Damascus,  its  bazars 
are  by  no  means  as  extensive  or  imposing.  These 
bazars  are  in  long  avenues,  roofed  over,  and  each 
is  devoted  to  some  special  trade.    There  we  find 


pie,  which  was  one 
Here  you  may  witness  how  the  pride  and  pomp  of 
paganism  arrayed  itself  before  its  death;  here  you 
see  the  ruin  of  an  entire  city,  full  of  disorder, 
poetry,  grandeur,  and  as  you  study  some  of  this 
enormous  debris  in  detail  you  find  that  nowhere  is 
the  Corinthian  acanthus  carved  with  more  delicacy 
than  on  these  gigantic  blocks. 
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The  temples  of  Baalbec,  dating  at  least  from  the 
reign  of  Antonius  Pius,  were  erected  on  the  Acropo- 
lis of  the  city,  which  was  placed  on  an  eminence 
surrounded  with  gigantic  walls,  the  stones  of  which 
belonged  to  that  Phoenician  architecture  which  has 
earned  the  name  of  Cyclopean. 

First,  there  was  the  Great  Temple  of  Jupiter, 
which  has  preserved  a  large  part  of  its  portico,  its 
ornate  architrave,  its  fluted  columns,  and  a  rich 
profusion  of  decoration;  then  there  was  the  Temple 
of  the  Sun,  the  ruins  of  which  clearly  indicate  its 
past  grandeur,  and  the  last  was  wh'at  was  known  as 
the  Circular  Temple,  the  only  remains  of  which  are 
a  few  highly  decorated  chapels.  Passing  through 
a  long  passageway,  we  enter  a  court,  seventy  yards 
long  by  about  eighty-five  wide,  which  is  in  the  form 
of  a  hexagon,  with  here  and  there  rectangular  re- 
cesses in  the  wall,  each  with  columns  in  front. 
From  this  hexagon  originally  a  handsome  portal 
led  into  the  great  court,  about  150  yards  long  by 
125  wide,  in  the  center  of  which  stood  the  basilica, 
while  around  were  rectangular  recesses,  called  by 
the  Romans  exedrae. 

In  front  of  this  great  court  the  principal  temple 
of  Baalbec  stood.  This  temple  had  columns  run- 
ning round  it,  only  six  of  which  are  now  standing. 
These  are  sixty  feet  in  height,  with  Corinthian 
capitals  and  bordered  with  a  frieze.  When  the 
temple  was  in  its  glory  there  were  seventeen  col- 
umns on  either  side  of  the  temple  and  ten  at  either 
end,  fifiy-four  in  all,  the  building  inclosed  by  them 
being  200  feet  long  by  160  feet  broad      The  masses 
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grand  portico  of  the  temple  there  is-  an  inscription, 
which  may  be  translated  as  follows:  "  To  the  great 
gods  of  Heliopolis.  For  the  safety  of  the  Lord 
Ant.  Pius  Aug.  and  of  Julia  Aug.,  the  mother  of  our 
Lord  of  the  Castra  (here  it  is  quite  indistinct)  Sen- 
ate. A  devoted  (subject)  of  the  sovereigns 
(caused)  the  capitals  of  the  columns  of  Antonius, 
whilst  in  the  air,  (to  be)  embossed  with  gold  at  her 
own  expense." 

The  second  temple,  or  Temple  of  the  Sun,  stands 
on  a  platform  lower  than  that  of  the  Great  Temple; 
nineteen  out  of  the  forty  six  columns,   each  sixty- 
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ar-posts  are  monoliths,  most  rich- 
ly ornamented  with  foliage  and  genii;  the  archi- 
trave is  of  three  stones,  on  the  lower  side  of  which 
is  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  the  emblem  of  the  sun, 
and  the  basement,  which  is  one  hundred  by  seventy 
feet,  is  ornamented  most  profusely.  Built  into  the 
outer  wall  are  three  stones,  the  largest  ever  used  in 
architecture.  The  temple  was  at  one  time  called 
Trilithon,  or  three-stoned,  probably  from  these  stu- 
pendous blocks.  One  stone  measures  sixty-four 
feet  long,  another  sixty-three  feet,  ei 
a  third  sixty-three.  Each  is  thirtee 
thirteen  feet  thick,  and  placed  in 
height  of  twenty  feet  above  ground, 
unsolved  problem  how  they 
their  present  position. 

At  the  quarries  in  the  Lebanon  Mountains,  where 
doubtless  these  stones  came  from,  I  examined  an 
unfinished  block  which  is  seventy-one  feet  long  and 
nearly  eighteen  feet  in  thickness.  The  Circular 
Temple,  which  is  located  near  to  the  modern  vil- 
lage, is  surrounded  by  Corinthian  columns,  is  richly 
adorned  by  a  frieze  of  flowers,  and  the  entablature 
is  heavily  laden  with  elaborate  decoration.  As  I 
sat  upon  an  ornately-sculptured  parapet  and,  quiet- 
ly and  alone,  studied  this  wilderness  of  magnificent 
ruins,  where  were  displayed  Phoenician  glory  and 
power,  the  poetry  of  Grecian  art,  and  the  pomp  of 
Roman  pride,  the  transitory  character  of  even  the 
most  permanent  and  glorious  of  the  material  was 
pictured  before  me  as  never  before.— Scientific 
American. 
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HABITUAL  USE  OF  WHISKEY. 
BY  ORA  S.  PRICKETT. 

Notwithstanding  the  effort  that  is  being  put 
forth  to  prohibit  the  selling  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
there  are  yet  thousands  of  saloon-doors  that  stand 
open  and  invite  some  thoughtless  youth,  or  de- 
graded man,  to  walk  in  and  partake  of  that  glass 
which  is  bringing  thousands  to  starvation  and 
shame  annually.  Some  mother's  heart  is  almost 
broken  by  the  news  of  her  son  being  intoxicated, 
and  disorderly  on  the  street,  and  having  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  law,  because  he  was 
too  drunk  to  take  care  of  himself,  or  too  contume- 
lious to  be  in  public.  Some  patient  and  careworn 
wife  is  again  brought  to  grief  by  the  appearance 
of  her  husband  staggering  home  drunk. 

Is  there  no  way  to  stop  this  horrible  process  of 
debauchery,  which  still  continues  to  exist  in  our 
country?  How  many  intelligent  young  men  might 
have  risen  to  fame,  instead  of  going  to  degrada- 
tion, if  they  had  only  learned  to  shun  the  drink- 
ing-houses?  How  many  homes  might  be  made 
happy  if  the  husband  and  father  would  come  home 
and  greet  his  family  in  a  cheerful  mood  instead  of 
coming  in  with  the  scent  of  whiskey  in  his  breath, 
and  with  an  expression  on  his  face  that  will  cause 
his  wife  to  shudder,  and  his  children  to  fear  his 
presence!  Volumes  could  be  written  of  the  mis- 
ery and  shame  that  have  been  caused  by  this 
distilled  beverage  in  our  own  country.  Hundreds 
of  young  men  are  thrown  out  of  employment  every 
year,  because  they  indulged  too  excessively  in  the 
wine  cup. 

It  is  astonishing  to  know  that  men  will  indulge 
in  strong  drink,  when  they  know  its  awful  results 
and  are  warned  of  its  dreadful  effect,  when  the 
habit  once  becomes  set  upon  its  victim.  I  have 
known  men  who  said  their  whiskey  and  tobacco 
bill  would  frequently  amount  to  forty  dollars  per 
month.  It  is  readily  seen  that  it  not  only  pollutes 
the  human  race,  but  takes  away  the  prize  and  gain 
of  labor.  It  will  cause  the  poor  man  to  starve,  and 
the  rich  man  to  become  poor. 

While  the  temperance  workers  of  our  land  have 
been  striving  in  their  noble  work,  and  it  is  evident 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  many  places,  yet  there 
still  remains  much  to  be  done  in  this  cause.  While 
they  have  tried  in  many  places  to  enforce  laws  to 
prohibit  the  running  of  saloons,  it  is  very  evident 
that  the  sale  of  liquor  will  never  be  entirely 
stopped  until  some  means  are  brought  forward  to 
prohibit  the  manufacture  of  intoxicating  liquor. 
In   many  places  where  there  are  no  saloons,  whis- 


a  little  whiskey  to   stimulate  them.     To  th 
would  say,   Beware!     The  grasp  of  this  great' cT 
stroyer  is  just  beginning   to   take   hold   upon  \ 
victim.    The  father  who  entices  his  little  so 
sip  the  first  spoonful  is   making  a  dangerous" b'° 
ginning.    As  the  boy  grows  up  he  sees  no  harl 
in  taking  the  usual   drink,   as   father  always  k 
it  at  hand  and  said  there  was  no  harm  in  taki^' 
a  drink  occasionally.     By  and  by  he  finds  the  pla°S 
where  it  is  kept,  and  will  not  be  long  in  learn' W 
to  make  his   own   purchases,   whenever    he    feei 
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is  manufactured  and  sold  annually,  we  would  be 
filled  with  amazement.  When  will  this  consurnp. 
tion  of  liquor  be  stopped  ?  When  will  the  whiskey 
mills  cease  to  operate?  They  are  still  running 
in  full  blast  and  if  the  stream  of  liquor  that  pours 
from  every  manufactory  could  be  turned  into  one 
channel,  the  stream  that  it  would  make,  would  sur- 
prise the  world.  Yet  every  distillery  is  sending 
forth  its  intoxicating  stream,  whose  tributaries  heln 
to  fill  the  wine-glasses  of  almost  every  city  in  the 
world. 

Men  who  control  large  interests  in  different 
business  concerns,  and  especially  in  the  railway 
systems,  are  beginning  to  realize  the  necessity  of 
having  sober  and  temperate  men  as  employees,— 
men  who  never  visit  the  saloons,  and  who  can  be 
found  sober  at  all  times.  Intelligent  and  prudent 
business  men  will  not  place  men  as  employees  in 
a  responsible  position,  who  are  in  the.habit  of  us- 
ing liquor.  Railroad  companies  will  not  employ 
drunken  men  in  their  offices,  or  in  charge  of  rail- 
way trains,  where  many  lives  may  be  in  their  care. 
The  young  man  who  would  seek  employment 
among  those  large  corporations,  .with  a  view  of 
advancement,  must  abstain  from  the  use  of  strong 
drink. 

Mcnett,  Mo. 

GOD'S    WAY. 


BY      N.    S.      CUEDLEB 
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twenty  out  of  employment 
ana,  perhaps,  ruin  as  many  homes.  We  have 
often  heard  people  say  they  did  not  believe  in 
patronizing  the  saloon,  but  they  did  not  see  any 
harm  in  keeping  whiskey  in  the  house  for  medi- 
cal purposes.  The  man  who  buys  a  pint  of  whis- 
key, no  matter  for  what  purpose,  is  just  helping  to 
dispose  of  that  much,  and  just  helping  the  dealer 
manufacturer  that  much  in  his  business. 

lake  a  practice  of  using  whiskey 
poses,  very  often  imagine  they  are 
sick.  It  may  be  true  that  whiskey,  at  times,  will 
prove  a  very  good  remedy  in  some  cases,  but  it 
is  a  very  dangerous  remedy  and  often  kills  more 
than  it  cures.  We  cannot  understand  why  one 
remedy  can  be  used  with  success  in  the  cure  of  so 
many  diseases.  Some  take  it  for  one  thing  and 
some  for  another,  and  they  are  found  to  be  always 
ailing  and  cannot  feel  right  if  they  do  not  take 
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In  Two  Parts Part  Two. 

Paul  says  in  Rom.  3:  4,  "  Let  God  be  true  and 
every  man  a  liar."  James  says  in  5:  T4,  "Is  any 
sick  among  you,  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of 
the  church,"  etc.  Nowhere  in  the  New  Testament 
can  I  find  elderly  persons  spoken  of  as  "  elders  of 
the  church."  So  the  facts  stand,  that  James  refers  to 
officers  of  the  church,  called  •'  elders."  If  I  call  for 
any  one  else  than  the  administrator  whom  James 
names,  what  better  am  I  than  Naaman  was  (2 
Kings  5)  when  he  at  first  refused  to  dip  seven  times 
in  the  river  Jordan. 

Naaman  "thought"  the  rivers  of  Damascus  were 
better  than  all  the  waters  of  Israel,  yet  the  cleansing 
never  would  have  followed  anything  but  obedience 
to  the  letter  of  the  command.  I  may  think  an  elder 
and  a  deacon  will  do  if  it  is  not  convenient  to  call 
two  elders,  but  my  opinion  does  not  change  the 
Word  of  God,  and  the  blessing  never  did  and  never 
will  follow  anything  but  simple  obedience  to  "The 
Word  of  God." 

Now  the  question  arises,  "Who  is  an  elder?"  J 
believe  we,  as  a  church,  only  recognize  the  house- 
keeper as  such.  Is  this  founded  on  the  Gospel? 
Some  one  please  give  some  light! 

I  agree  with  the  editor,  in  his  remarks  under  my 
former  article,  that  it  is  all  right  and  proper  for  the 
officers  of  the  church  to  arrange,  in  systematic  or- 
der, the  business  which  is  to  come  before  our  coun- 
cil-meetings, but  I  still  contend,  as  taught  in  Luke 
22:  26,  that  the  officers  of  the  church  are  its  ser- 
vants and  have  no  right  to  dispose  of  any  matter 
that  concerns  the  church. 

Further,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  church 
has  seen  fit  to  name  that  official  meeting  a  private 
meeting.  If  it  is  a  private  meeting,  it  is  a  secret 
meeting  according  to  our  language  and  a  secre 
meeting  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  teachings"' 
our  Blessed  Master.  If  it  is  not  a  private  meeting 
we  ought  not  to  set  up  a  stumbling  block  by  calling 
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If  these  things  are  Gospel,  fear  not  to  declare  it 
to  men.     If  not,  show  it  so  by  the  Gospel,  and 
you  shall  reap  your  reward  in  heaven. 
New  Carlisle,   Ohio. 

REMARKS. 

We  suggest  that  it  is  not  doing  justice  to  our  re- 
Ijoious  claims  to  class properlv-coiducted  official  meet- 
■„°<rs  with  the  secret  acts  iorbidden  by  the  Scriptures. 
AU  persons  having  experience  in  the  conducting  of 
meetings,  whether  they  be  public  or  private,  know 
the  importance  of  a  well  arranged  program.  The 
arranging  of  this  program,  or  the  preparing  of  the 
business  to  come  before  a  meeting,  must  necessarily 
he  in  the  hands  of  a  few  selected  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  among  our  people  it  is  customary  for  this 
to  be  done  by  the  officials.  To  class  their  neces- 
sary work  with  forbidden  secrecy,  is  doing  them  a 
great  injustice.  Whatever  may  be  said  in  the 
Scriptures  against  secrecy,  certainly  cannot  be  just- 
ly and  fairly  quoted  and  applied  against  work  of 
the  class  to  "which  we  refer.  However,  there  may 
be  instances  where  church  officials  have  abused 
their  privilege,  and  have  acted  in  the  capacity  of 
lords  rather  than  servants,  and  in  this  way  brought 
official  meetings  into  bad  repute.  Still  a  good 
thing  should  not  be  condemned  because  of  the 
abuse  made  of  it. 

Concerning  the  quoting  of  Scripture  in  support 
of  private  official  meetings,  etc.,  we  take  occasion 
to  say,  that,  while  the  principles  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion are  clearly  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament, 
the  methods  of  carrying  out  these  principles  are  left 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  churches.  Methods  must  be 
governed  by  the  law  of  expediency,  and  under 
this  head  official  meetings,  the  preparing  of  pro- 
grams for  council-meetings,  etc.,  may  be  classed. 
In  places  such  things  may  be  advisable  and  in  oth- 
ers not.  There  are  churches  where  private  official 
councils  have  doubtless  proven  a  decided  injury, 
k  and  in  others  they  have  been  very  helpful.  Much 
depends  upon  circumstances;  and  not  a  little  on 
officials  themselves,  so  that  no  one  rule  can  be  laid 
►  down  to  suit  all  cases.  While  we  are  much  in 
favor  of  such  meetings,  and  believe  that  they  can 
be  made  a  great  help,  still  they  are  not  always 
necessary,  especially  in  churches  where  elders  pre- 
pare their  own  programs,  and  are  wise  enough  not 
to  abuse  the  authority  invested  in  them. 

The  remarks  we  made  on  page  372,  concerning 
elders  and  the  anointing,  answer  all  the  points 
brought  forward  by  our  brother  on  that  subject 
in  his  present  communication.— Ed. 

LET  YOUR  L1UHT  SHINE. 

BY    B.    E.    KESLER. 
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In  response  to  the  request  in  Gospel  Messenger, 
No.  29,  page  459,  we  submit  the  following  humble 
effort,  not  that  we  would  assume  to  claim  to  fill  the 
conditions  the  brother  names,—"  competent  broth- 
er,"-but  that  we  may,  in  some  humble  manner, 
contribute  to  the  consideration  of  this  important 
Christian  duty. 

That  this  is  an  important  subject  is  clear  from 
the  fact  that  the  Lord  enjoins  it.  "  Let  your  light 
so  shine."     Matt.  5:  16. 

That  this  "light  shining"  is  a  Christian  duty, 
further  appears  from  Luke  12:  35,  "  Let  your  loins 
be  girded  about  and  your  lights  burning."  That  it 
is  a  duty  sadly  neglected  becomes  clear  on  a  little 
observation,  and,  perhaps,  by  a  little  self-examina- 
tion. 

Self  is  the  proper  person  upon  whom  to  pro- 
nounce judgment,  and  if  it  be  carefully  weighed, 
will  enable  us  intelligently  to  criticise  others,  and 
to  pass  upon  their  merits  and  demerits.  Besides, 
this  is  a  personal  matter,—"  Let  your  light  shine," 
hence  the  proper  course  for  us  is  to  examine  self 
first,  at  least. 

Now  this  subject  assumes  that  if  I  am  a  Christian,  . 
•  have  a  light.    The  Savior  said,  "  Ye  are  the  light  | 


of  the  world."  He  also  said,  "  I  am  the  light  of 
the  world."  Matt.  5:  14;  John  8:  12.  Personally  he 
is  not  now  in  the  world,  and  the  only  personal  rep- 
resentatives of  him,  as  the  true  light,  are  his  peo- 
ple,—those  who  "let  their  light  shine,",  hence  he 
could  say,  "  Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world."  Then, 
as  this  is  a  personal  matter,  we  may  treat  it  as  such 
by  a  personal  examination  and  application,  but  in 
the  investigation  we  shall  do  well  to  keep  this 
thought  constantly  before  us,  "  Am  I  a  Christian?  " 
If  so,  I  have  a  light. 

Now,  as  to  the  utility  of  light,  it  is  primarily  for 
our  own  personal  benefit,  generally  speaking.  Sec- 
ondarily it  is  for  the  benefit  of  our  fellow  men. 
"  No  man  lighteth  a  candle  and  putteth  it  under  a 
bushel,  but  he  putteth  it  on  a  candlr  stick,  that  all 
that  are  in  the  house  may  see  the  light  of  it." 

Does  any  one  receive  any  benefit  from  my  light 
as  a  Christian?  "  Take  heed  that  the  light  that  is 
in  thee  be  not  darkness,  for  if  the  light  that  is  in 
thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness?" 

How  my  light  would  shine  in  a  bar-room!  How 
dim  it  grows  when  I  visit  places  of  public  amuse- 
ments! Oh  how  feeble  its  rays  when  it  becomes 
generally  known  that  I  am  not  reliable,  that  I  can- 
not be  trusted!  How  deplorable  when  people  must 
say,  "  He  is  not  a  man  of  his  word;  he  will  not  pay 
his  debts;  he  will  make  no  effort  to  keep  his  prom- 
ises." "I  wouldn't  give  much  for  his  religion." 
And  yet  the  world  makes  just  such  remarks  about 
some  professing   Christians,  and   justly— may  we 

Again,  we  may  have  a  light,  and  stand  in  the 
way,  or  hold  it  in  such  a  position  that  it  is  a  hin- 
drance rather  than  a  benefit  to  others. 

Have  I  a  gift  for  singing?  While  we  should  cul- 
tivate variety,  and  it  is  proper  to  learn  new  music 
yet,  in  conducting  the  singing,  do  I  strive  to  dis- 
play my  musical  attainments,  rather  than  to  edify 
the  congregation?  Have  1  the  gift  of  speech? 
Then  do  I  "  preach  not  myself,  but  Christ  Jesus  the 
Lord   and   myself  your  servant  for  Jesus'   sake?  " 

Is  my  name  on  the  church  roll?     Then  do  I  live 

to    belie    my   profession?     Am    1    a  strict 

:hurch  member?     Then  do  I  live  so  that  the  world 

lot  have  any  confidence  in  me?     "  Blessed  is  the 

.._..  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel  of  the  ungodly 

or  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners.  "     Ps.  11;  I. 

As  to  the  power  of  light,  we  may  note  that  it  ov- 
ercomes darkness,  no  difference  how  dense,  or  how 
long  unilluminated  the  place,  just  "let  the  light 
shine  in  "  and  darkness  vanishes.  When  God  said, 
"  Let  there  be  light,"  the  darkness  hastened  away. 
"The  people  that  sat  in  darkness  saw  great  light, 
and  to  them  that  sat  in  the  region  and  shadow  of 
death  light  is  sprung  up." 

"Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world,"  says  Christ. 
Have  I  a  light?  Then  is  the  world  all  around  me 
in  darkness?  Is  my  lamp  burning?  Oh,  blessed 
thought;  light  overcomes  darkness.  Else  where 
were'the  inducements,  to  enter  the  fields  of  sin  and 
spiritual  darkness,  with  the  marvelous  light  of  truth. 
Courage,  my  brother!  Trim  your  lamp,  "let  it 
shine,"  till  its  radiant  beams  "  light  the  world  from 
shore  to  shore!  " 
Litchfield,  III. 


WHAT  IS  MAN? 
BY  CHARLES  M.  YEAROUT. 
In  Four  Parts.— Part  Two. 

"  Stone  walls  do  not  a  prison  mak< 
Nor  iron  bars  a  cage; 
Minds  innocent  and  quiet  take 
That  for  a  hermitage." 


"  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone,  but  by  every 
ivord  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 
God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  has  made  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  support  of  both  the  outer  and  inner 
man.  The  outward  man  having  been  taken  from  the 
earth  is  sustained  and  supported  by  partaking  of 
the  products  of  the  earth;  but  the  inner  man  must 
be  nourished  and  supported  by  partaking  of  spirit- 
ual food.  Jesus  said;  "  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will 
of  him  that  sent  me,  and  to  finish  His  work. 


Spiritual   life   is   perpetuated   by    feeding    upon 
heavenly  food,  doing  the  will  of  the   Father  as  re- 
vealed unto  us  in  the   New  Testament.    Without 
partaking  of  the  food  God  has  designed  for  the  de- 
velopment  and   perpetuation  of  the  spiritual  life, 
the  inner  man  is  in,  and  will  remain  in,  a  state  of 
death,— separated  from  God  and  the  rich  feasts  to 
the  soul,  and  which  will   finally  result  in  a  state  of 
spiritual  death.     "  For  they  that  are  after  the  flesh, 
do  mind  the  things  of  the  flesh:  but  they  that  are 
after  the  Spirit,  the  things  of  the  Spirit.     For  to  be 
carnally   minded    is   death;   but   to    be    spiritually 
minded  is  life  and  peace:  because  the  carnal  mind 
is  enmity  against  God:  (or  it  is  not  subject  to  the 
law  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."     Rom.  8:  5-7. 
Carnality   is  the   result   of  yielding    to    Satan's 
wicked  devices.    Thus  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  pre- 
dominate over  the  inner  man,  and  the  whole  being 
is  brought  under  the  blighting  influences  of  sin,—"  a 
child  of  the  devil  and  the  servant  of  sin  "     "  For  to 
horn    ye  yield   yourselves  servants  to  obey,  his 
servants  ye  are  to  whom  ye  obey,  whether  of  sin 
unto  death,    or  of  obedience  unto  righteousness." 
Rom.  6:  16. 

The  inner  man  does  not  lose  his  eternal  existence 
as  a  result  of  sin;  but  is  contaminated,  pol'uted,  and 
made  impure  by  the  wages  of  sin.  Christ  did  not 
come  to  perpetuate  the  existence  of  the  soul,  but  to 
present  a  means  for  i's  cleansing  and  purification 
from  the  effects  of  sin,  which  do  disqualify  it  for 
the  association  of  the  pure  and  holy.  "  God  is  of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and  cannot  look  on 
iniquity."  Sinners  shall  never  be  his  delight,  nor 
dwell  in  His  holy  presence.  Hence  the  soul  must 
be  purified,  and  cleansed  from  sin  before  it  can 
dwell  in  the  presence  of  God;  and  this  is  accom- 
plished by  obedience  to  the  plan  of  salvation  as 
presented  to  us  in  the  Gospel.  'Now  ye  are  clean 
through  the  word  which  I  have  spoken  unto  you. 
Abide  in  me  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot 
bear  fruit  of  itself  except  it  abide  in  the  vine;  no 
more  can  ye  except  ye  abide  in  me."  John  15:  3,  4- 
"Seeing  ye  have  purified  your  souls  in  obeying  the 
truth  through  the  Spirit."     1  Peter  1:  22. 

By  obeying  the  truth,  which  is  the  Word  of  God, 
we  are  separated  from  sin,  and,  united  Willi  llie  lani- 
ily  of  God,  are  made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature, 
because  the  principles  of  truth,  as  laid  down  in  the 
Gospel,  are  from  heaven,  and  are  eternal,  and  will 
bring  eternal  blessedness  to  all  that  imbibe  them 
and  live  them  out  practically  in  life.  The  body  it 
mortal  and  must  be  immortalized  at  the  resurrec- 
tion The  body  will  not  be  redeemed  till  the  resur- 
rection. "  Then  shall  be  brought  to  pass  the  saying 
that  is  written,  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory.  O 
'death!  where  is  thy  sting?  O  grave!  where  is  thy 
victory?"     1  Cor.  15:  54,  55' 

The  body  died  through  Adam's  transgression, 
but  is  made  alive  again  after  death  by  Christ,  for 
since  by  man  came  death,  by  man  came  also 
the  resuirection  of  the  dead.  "  For  as  in  Adam  all 
die  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive.  But 
every  man  in  his  own  order."  I  Cor.  15:  21-23. 
All  are  made  alive  again  after  death,  that  is  the 
bodies  of  both  the  righUous  and  the  wicked.  "  And 
many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  earth  shall 
awake;  some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame 
and  everlasting  contempt."  "  For  the  hour  is  com- 
ing in  the  which  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall 
hear  his  voice  and  shall  come  forth;  they  that  have 
done  good,  unto  the  resurrection  of  life;  and  they 
that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  resurrection  of  damna- 
tion." John  5:  28,  29;  Dan.  12:  2.  "Let  not  sin 
therefore  reign  in  your  mortal  body,  that  ye  should 
obey  it  in  the  lusts  thereof."  Rom.  6:  12.  He  that 
raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead  shall  also  QUICKEN 
( make  alive )  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  spirit  which 
dwelleth  in  you."  Rom.  8:11.  "  For  we  which  live 
are  always  delivered  unto  death  for  Jesus  sake,  that 
the  life  also  of  Jesus  might  be  made  manifest  in  our 
mortal  flesh."  2  Cor.  4:  it- 
It  is  very  clear  from  the  above  quotations,  that 
the  body  is  mortal.  These  tabernacles  of  clay,— 
our  mortal  bodies-are  the  dwellings  of  the  inner 
man,-the  soul.  "But  we  have  this  treasure  in 
{.Cmtludtt  «»  Pli  «U.) 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    of    Reading;. 

EIHST   YEAH. 

I.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  d.04:  paper M  con 

I.  "Life ol  A.  tudson,"  cloth,  17  cents:  paper IS  cen 

"  Our  Country,"  cloth,  ss  cents:  paper 29  con 

"Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth 83  cen 

SECOND   YEAH. 

5,  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  84  cents;  paper 3a  cent 

6,  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  ij  cents;  pnper 15  cenl 

"Cannibals  of  New  Guinea."  cloth 70  cent 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth 65  Conl 

tllllll*    YEAH. 

g.  "  Divine  Enterprise  of  Missions,"  clot! It 

10.  "Life  of  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth 70  cent 

"Do  NotSny,"  and  "Actsnl  the  Apnstlcs,"  ch.  13-38 10  cent 

"  In  the  Volume  ol  the  Boole,"  cloth,  68  corns;  paper 33  cent 

(^"Prices,  as  given  above,  arc  for  members  ol  Reading  CI 

EXRCUTIVB  Comwittbe  op  RttAL-iNr,  ClRciB.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bnlsai 
India;  H.  M,  Warwick,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio,  Mrs.  H.  M,  Stover,  Waynes 
bnro.  fa„  Edith  R,  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  ].  M.  Neff.  Fruttdale,  Alt 

Opp-ICKRS  op  Reading  Circlb. -President,  W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsar.  Ind, 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Waynesboro.  Pa,;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  New 
comer,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,— to  whom  all  communications  concerning  th 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  for  books  should  b, 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  111. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 

FROM    OUR    READERS. 

Sister  Ellen  McQuoin,  of  McPherson,  Kans., 
writes:  "  I  have  finished  the  three  years'  reading 
course  and  have  received  much  benefit  from  the 
reading.  I  hope  many  will  be  persuaded  to  read 
the  books.  Both  old  and  young  can  receive  much 
benefit  by  reading  missionary  books  and  trying  to 
get  oihers  to  read.  The  books  are  so  interesting 
I  could  hardly  lay  them  down  to  do  my  work." 

Indeed  we  can  hardly  attach  too  much  import- 
ance to  the  matter  of  placing  literature  into  the 
hands  of  our  children  and  others,  which  will,  at 
the  same  time,  interest,  instruct  and  edify.  And 
we  can  recommend  our  course  of  reading  as  one 
that  will  do  these  three  things— hold  the  interest, 
impart  information  and  make  us  better.  This  is, 
without  exception,  the  decision  of  every  one  who 
has  read  the  books. 

Bro.  filbert  Hylton,  of  Olathe,  Mo.,  sends  stamps 
for  four  copies  of  the  "  Life  of  Judson,"  to  be  sent 
to  as  many  ministers.  He  thinks  the  reading  of 
this  book  will  awaken  a  missionary  spirit.  That  is 
good.  Remember  that  for  every  three  cents  sent 
to  our  Secretary,  to  pay  postage,  a  copy  of  this 
book  will  be  sent  free  to  one  of  our  ministers  till 


Khaust- 

vas  one 
of  the 
He  re- 


the  supply  purchased  for  that  purpo 
ed. 

Bro.  D.  D.  Shafer,  of  Scalp  Level,  Pa. 
of  the  fortunate  ministers  to  whom  on 
free  books,  "  Life  of  Judson,"  was  sent, 
ceived  it  one  day  and  finished  reading  it  the  next, 
and  was  so  well  pleased  that  he  joined  the  Circle 
and  asked  for  another  Promise  Card,  as  if  he  ex- 
pected to  get  some  one  else  to  join.  This  is,  no 
doubt,  but  the  beginning  of  the  result  which  will 
follow  the  expenditure  of  three  cents  in  a  good 
cause.  Verily  the  kingdom  of  God  is  like  unto  a 
mustard  seed,  which  is  least  of  all  the  seeds. 

Bro.  D.  L.  Forney,  of  Palestine,  Ark.,  writes: 
"The  certificate  bearing  the  autograph  of  both 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  our  Reading  Circle 
has  arrived.  It  is  unique  as  well  as  suggestive. 
Coming  from  India,  it  is  appreciated  also  on  that 
account.  May  the  Circle  widen  to  bless  many 
others." 

There  are  still  other  readers  who 
have  something  to  say  next  week. 

James  M.  Neff 


I  probably 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 
BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

It  might  truthfully  be  said  of  some  church  mem- 
bers that  they  are  always  late  to  services,  while 
it  can  be  said  of  some  of  our  children  that  they  are 
always  early,  coming  frequently  one  hour  before 
the   time   and    sometimes    much    earlier.    Instead 


are    held,   they    come   to 

our    horn 

whether  it  is  not  yet  tin 

le  for  me 

always  convenient   to  adr 

nit  the   li 

rather,   to   entertain    therr 

.     We   ar 

ourselves  in  ample  time, 

and  presu 

of  going  direct  to  the  cottage  where  the  meetings 
me  and  inquire 
eeting.  It  is  not 
callers,  or, 
lally  there 
they  have 
forgotten  the  hour,  we  kindly  invite  them  to  the 
place  of  meeting  at  the  appointed  time.  Solomon 
says,  "He  that  hath  friends  must  show  himself 
friendly,"  and  lest  we  fail  to  give  a  welcome  to 
the  little  visitors,  we  have  our  "at-home"  day' 
when  any  and  all  may  be  free  to  call  and  not  feel 
that  they  are  intruding.  We  then  entertain  them 
by  conversation  or  reading  good  books.  They  al 
enjoy  folding  the  Sunday  school  papers  and  doii 
little  errands. 


We  had  a  pleas 
baugh  a  few  days  ago.     H 
city   missions   and    we    belit 

bstantial  way  to  further  th 


t  fro 


m  Bro.  H.  B.  Brun 
s  much  interested  i 
he  will  help  in 
ork  in  this  city. 


A  brother  in  the  East  writes  that  he  will  send 
us  some  books  for  the  children.  We  need  these, — 
books  having  not  only  pure,  clean  reading  matter, 
but  good,  pure  pictures  too.  With  such  in  hand, 
a  little  child  may  sit  an  hour  and  entertain  itself 
with  profit. 

It  is  very  warm  to-day.  Our  rooms  receive  the 
afternoon  sun  and  we  have  no  back  yard  in  which 
to  sit  or  walk.  My  co-worker  realized  the  truth  of 
this,  as  she  sprang  suddenly  from  her  chair,  a  few 
moments  ago,  saying,  "  It  is  so  warm.  If  I  could 
just  walk  out  in  the  garden  and  freshen  up  a  little." 
However,  our  rooms  are  pleasant  and  inviting, 
while  the  homes  of  many  are  not,  and  as  a  result 
the  children  live  almost  constantly  on  the  street 
during  the  hot  weather.  Even  when  we  retire  at 
a  late  hour  many  are  seen  on  the  street,  finding 
the  atmosphere  out  of  doors  more  endurable  than 
that  within  the  close,  dark  rooms  where  they  live. 
Knowing  how  little  of  the  beauties  of  nature  they 
see,  we  gave  an  invitation  to  our  mission  children 
to  accompany  us  to  the  park.  There  were  too 
many  for  all  to  go  at  one  time,  so  we  took  them 
in  two  sections,— twenty-eight  the  first  time  and 
twenty-two  the  next.  We  must  go  one  more 
time  to  get  around  to  all.  How  they  did  enjoy 
this  treat,  especially  the  poor  children,  when  they 
found  they  could  go,  even  though  they  had  no 
lunch  or  money  for  street-car  fare.  Three  or  four 
little  girls  offered  to  bring  an  extra  nickel,  and 
some  lunch  for  the  poor  children.  One  sister  who 
was  with  us  filled  a  good-sized  basket,  so  we  all 
had  plenty.  They  were  all  more  eager  to  go  than 
to  return  home.  The  day  was  too  short.  One 
poor  mother  went  with  her  baby  and  three  other 
children.  She  was  so  grateful  for  this  privilege 
that  she  came  afterwards  and  offered  to  do  some 
work  for  the  kindness  shown  her  and  her  little 
ones.  We  let  her  wash  up  the  kitchen  floor,  be- 
lieving that  any  one.  however  poor,  is  the  better 
morally  for  having  done  something  in  return  for  a 
of  bread. 


piec 

One  Saturday  afternoon,  ; 
children  were  treated  to  sor 
of  fifty-two  boys  and  girls 
carnation  and  two  or  more 


few  weeks 
ie  flowers, 
received    a 
;weet  peas. 


ago,  our 
Each  one 
beautiful 
One  not 


seeing    the   countenances   could   scarcely   imagii 


the 


th 


flow 


and  the  boys  were  just  as  eager  for  them   as  the 
girls.     Flowers  have  a  beautiful  mission  among  the 
poor  and  in  the  hospitals. 
660  S.  Ashland  Ave, 


CLASS  RECITATION  IN  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 


BY  JOHN  E.  MOHLER 


To  teach  successfully 
he  home,  in  the   public 


:o  educate,  whether  in 
hools,  in  the  Sunday 
school,  or  wherever  it  may  be.  Now,  to  educate 
is  to  draw  out,— not  fill  up;  to  unfold  the  mind,— 
not  to  cram   it  with   knowledge.     The  successful 


nd  first,  Ust  a 


teacher  must  keep  this   fact 
always. 

The  method  mostly  followed  in  teachin 
in    Sunday    school   is   similar  to   a  man  \\y^ 
garner   of   wheat      The   garner   is   empty  and  Si 
wheat  is  simply  shoveled  in  until  it  is  filled     So  th 
teacher  considers  the  pupil's  mind  as  being  em     e 
and  proceeds  to  fill  it  with  knowledge  that  he  h 
gained  by  "thorough  preparation"  of  the  1° 
Many,  many  conscientious,  painstaking  teach  SS°"' 
this  very  thing,  and  it  is  indeed  a  mistake,  a"  ^ 
thorough   educator    knows.      Instead    of   th' 
teacher  should  consider  that  the  pupil's  mind  '   "" 
ready  full,-real  full.-of  something;  a„d  the    "  al 
er  can   get  very   little   else   in   the    pupil's,  m- 
unless    the    pupil   wants   to   receive 
is  folded  up,  so  to  speak,  and  you  can  teach 'hi' 
only  when  you  get  the  mind  to  unfold  and  reach 
out   to    receive    something    more.     Why    is    tj.j  . 
Because  only  when  the  mind  is  attentive  will'!-. 
remember  clearly,  and  therefore  be 
with  the  subject  of  its  attention; 
that  the 


any 


mind 


•"■■ie  impressed 
.    and  it  is  a  fact 
re  riveted  the  attention,  the  more  last- 
ing  is  the  impression  made. 

With  these  principles  in  mind,  the  next  point  is 
/tow  to  interest  the  pupil,  or  get  his  attention 
Right  here  is  where  the  usual  method  of  "  impart- 
ing instruction  "  is  most  at  fault,  for  even  if  the 
teacher  is  well  informed,  and  his  knowledge  is 
systematically  delivered  to  the  class,  there  is  not 
one  Sunday  school  pupil  in  a  hundred  that  will 
give  sufficient  attention  to  remember  the  discourse 
intelligently.  True,  a  crude  idea  may  be  caught 
here  and  there,  through  no  fault  of  the  teacher, 
but  the  recitation  is  a  failure,  so  far  as  its  p 


is  concerned. 


rpose 


The  easiest  way  to  get  your  pupil  really  inter- 
ested in  your  topic,  is  to  first  interest  yourself  in 
what  they  know  or  enjoy.  When  you  do  this  you 
can  gradually  draw  them  over,  with  equal  interest, 
to  your  subject,  which  is,  of  couse,  a  portion  of 
Scripture.  You  may  broach  a  subject,  interesting 
to  the  pupil,  to  which  a  portion  of  the  lesson  bs.-> 
fore  you  may  be  likened  and  thus  interest  the 
pupil  in  the  lesson.  For  instance:  In  th'a  Usson 
of  the  parable  of  the  pounds  ask  your  class  about 
the  use  of  the  human  hand,  the  exercise  of  the 
fingers,  etc.;  and  suggest  the  result  of  binding  one 
finger  so  it  cannot  develop.  Then  let  the  lesson 
of  the  parable  be  compared  to  this  natural  phe- 
nomena. Or  you  may  present  a  subject  the  op- 
posite of  what  is  taught  in  the  lesson,  and  pro- 
ceed similarly  by  contrasting  the  lesson  instead  of 
comparing  it  as  before. 

To  know  when  your  class  is  interested  is  an  im- 
portant point.  Is  it  when  they  seem  attentive? 
Not  always.  Their  attention  may  be  more  list- 
less than  you  observe.  Or  their  attention  may 
be  forced  by  a  power  that  some  teachers  exercise. 
Neither  of  these  are  of  value.  But  you  do  know 
your  pupils  are  interested  when  they  talk  for  you. 
You  should  get  them  to  talk  by  all  means,  and 
talk  interestedly,  too.  This  is  more  important 
than  for  you  to  dwell  upon  the  "central  point" 
in  the  lesson,  if  either  is  neglected.  Getting  them 
to  talk  has  two  advantages.  First,  you  know  the 
pupil  is  interested.  Second,  any  person  knows  a 
thing  better  after  having  told  it.  For  myself, 
I  consider  a  recitation  a  failure  upon  my  part  if 
I  fail  to  get  the  members  of  the  class  to  talking; 
and  simply  answering  questions  is  not  what  I 
mean  by  "  talking." 

The  teacher  should,  himself,  talk  as  little  as 
possible.  He  should  not  think  of  answering  a 
question  that  any  member  of  the  class  can  an- 
swer. Two  or  three  in  the  class  should  never  be 
allowed  to  monopolize  the  conversation  or  dis- 
cussion while  there  are  others  who  can  be  induced 
to  take  part. 

I  submit  these  few  suggestions  as  outlining  the 
most  practical  method,  in  my  experience,  of  teach- 
ing pupils  of  all  ages  in  the  Sunday  school,— 
above  the  smallest  infant  class,  to,  and  including, 
the  Bible  class. 

GUndale,  Ariz. 
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THE  CARPENTER'S  SON. 


Jesus,  how  sweet  thy  nature  is! 
When  thou  wast  dwelling  high  in  bliss, 
It  did  not  seem  a  prize  to  thee 
To  hold  with  God  equality: 

It  seemed  a  prize  to  lay  the  head, 
Toil-weaned,  on  a  poor  man's  bed, 
To  learn  obedience  as  the  son 

Of  Joseph,— thou,  God's  only  one! 

That  thou  should'st  wield  the  ax  and  saw, 
Who  madest  worlds  without  a  flaw, 
And,  emptying  thee  of  might  and  skill, 

Ply  that  poor  trade  with  right  good-will! 

O  Jesus,  make  us  lowly  too! 
Give  us  some  humble  work  to  do, 
And  bring  us  daily  nearer  thee 
By  restful,  sweet  humility. 

— Sunday  School  Th 


THE  BEDTIME  STORY. 


"  I  wish  I  were  able  to  write  all  the  go-to-sleep 
stories  that  are  told  to  the  little  folks  all  over 
the  land  every  night,"  said  a  tender-hearted  moth- 
er the  other  day.  "  It  makes  me  positively  sad 
to  think  of  the  small  brains  that  are  filled  with  dis- 
torted images,  hobgoblins,  ogres,  giants  and  the 
like,  just  as  reason  is  loosing  its  hold  upon  them 
for  several  hours.  I  don't  think  mothers  realize 
what  an  influence  upon  a  child's  life,  and  even 
upon  its  life,  after  it  has  ceased  to  be  a  child,  is 
exerted  by  this  apparently  trifling  matter  of  how 
it  goes  to  sleep. 

Every  night  when  I  watch  my  little  daughter 
working  off  the  big  thoughts  that  sweep  over  her 
brain  as  her  tired  body  begins  to  relax,  while  her 
mentality  seems  to  be  briefly  and  proportionately 
stimulated,  I  tremble  to  think  of  the  harm  that 
could  be  done  to  her  or  any  child, — for  Mabel  is 
not  an  abnormal  child  in  any  way, — by  an  ig- 
norant nurse  or  thoughtless  parent. 

The  fact  that  every  normal  child  cries  out  for 
a  bedtime  story  shows  that  its  mental  nature  needs 
it  just  as  its  physical  nature  craves  sweets.  You 
want  to  give  your  child  pure  candy;  so  give  him 
the  unadulterated  story.  Leave  out  the  fearful 
personalities,  the  grim  and  gigantic  figures,— these, 
even  if  they  are  properly  vanquished  by  the  gal- 
lant hero,  are  too  distinct  for  the  cribside  tale. 

Sit  down  by  your  little  one's  bed  and  speak 
low  and  evenly.  Weave  a  fanciful,  but  quiet  story 
that  tells  of  pretty  flowers  and  birds,  and  fancies 
and  droning  bees  and  loving  little  boys  and  girls, — 
these  woo  sleep  to  the  weary,  but  still  active  brain, 
not  with  the  suffocating  pressure  of  the  gathering 
storm,  lit  with  lurid  flashes,  but  with  the  soft 
clouds  of  the  sunset  horizon  that  change  from 
rosy  pink  to  tender  enveloping  gray,  and  gradual- 
ly deepen  into  restful  gloom." 


church,  Sis;  S.  D.  Royer  and  wife,  Bradford,  $4;  es- 
tate of  Conrad  Kahler,  Stoo;  M.  J.  Bosserman,  Un- 
ion  Centre,    15   cents;  a  sister,    $4;    Maple    Grove 

church,  $20.75;  total $    150  51 

Illinois.— Sisters'  Sewing  Circle,  Mt.  Morris,  $$; 
John  Miller,  Mt.  Morris,  Si;  Callo  Smith,  Mt.  Morris, 
$5;  West  Otter  Creek  church,  $1.15;  John  Heckman, 
Polo.  $6.og;  a  friend,  Chicago,  $20;  a  debt  being  paid, 
Chicago,  S50;  Mary  Hcndrickson  Kuns,  Cerro  Gordo, 
S3.55;  Hudson  Creek  church,  S5  cents;  Millcdgeville 
church,  S10.81;  Pleasant  Hill  church.  $480;  D.  Bar- 
rick,  Byron,  $1;  Oakley  church,  $10.25;  Woodland 
Sunday  school,  S3  40;  total, $    122  90 

Virginia.— John  Zimmerman,  S2.50;  L.  A.  Wenger, 
Mt.  Sidney,  Sioo;  M.  Goughenour,  Maurerlown,  Si; 
Jeremiah  Wakeman,  Fisher's  Hill.  52  cents;  Wil- 
liam Spigle,  Maurertown,  52  cents;  Eftie  Copp,  Mt. 
Olive^  52  cents;  total, $    105  06 

Indiana.— Union  church,  S5.25;  Middlefork  church, 
S5.13;  Linville  Creek  church,  S3.65;  Ogan's  Creek 
church,  S7-77;  Burnett'3  Creek  Sunday  school,  S2.82; 
Syracuse,  $3.50;  Solomon  Ulery,  25  cents;  St.  Ja- 
seph  church,  Si. 20;  interest  on  loan,  Hillisburg  church, 
Sio;  Walnut  church,  SS;  Mrs.  Josie  RatlifT,  Si.70; 
Bachelor  Run  church,  Sio.88;  total $      57  15 

Iowa.— Kingsley  church,  S7.84;  English  River 
church,  $6.45;  Kate  Roming.  Sheldon,  50  cents;  H.  J. 
Lichty,  Calvin,  S3.56;  English  River  church,  90  cents; 
Libertyville  church,  S3.67;  total, $     22  0.2 

Pennsylvania. — Three  sisters  of  Lost  Creek  con- 
gregation, $2;  a  sister,  Menges  Mills,  %\\  Spring  Run 
church,  JS1.50;  Madaline  Hock,  50  cents;  York  Sun- 
day school,  $7.80;  Walnut  Grove  Sunday  school, 
Johnstown,  $8 ;  total, S     20  80 

Maryland. —  Brethren's  Sunday  school  at  Balti- 
more, S3-5°;  Samuel  Greenawalt,  S5;  total, §       8  5c 

Nebraska.— W.  A.  Gish  and  wife,  S8.25;  total,...    .5       8  25 

Kansas. — Wichita  church,  Si-77;  Independence, 
church,  S2.70;  unknown  from  Annual  Meeting,  Si;  Ja- 
cob Farneman,  Columbus,  S2.75;  total S       8  22 

Michigan.— A  brother  and  sister,  Woodland,  $7; 
a  sister,  S5 ;  total S      12  00 

Missouri. church,  S2;  Lydia  Blocher,  War- 

rensburg,  25  cents;  total S       2  25 

Idaho.— Moscow  church,  $1 ;  total, $        1  00 

Arkansas.— Jonas  Hershey,  Dewitt,  50  cents;  to- 
tal,   ■' J  So 

Total, S1.368  47 


Mcoges  Mills,  50  cents;  Spring  Run  church,  $31  a  sis- 
ter, Gettysburg,  50  cents;  total $ 

Indiana,— One  who  loves  the  cause,  5°  cents;  Su- 
gar Creek  church,  $3.25;  co-workers  in  Christ,  $1; 
Nettle  Creek  church,  $9.27;  total S 

California. — A  brother  and  sister,  Tropico,  $2.50; 
total, S 

Iowa.— Earl  Hodge,  Lincoln,  10  cents;  Franklin 
County  Sunday  school,  68  cents;  Anna  M.  Haines, 
Cushitig,  St ;  total S 

Maryland.  —  Harry  R.  Holshiger,  Ridgely,  $1; 
total S 

Missouri. — Mamie  Harman,  40  cents;  Hannah  Dun- 
can, Lamar,  50  cents;  total $ 

Total,  $ 


{Use, 


■„/,■/„,/'«, 


,,./  Distril-ution  of  Tracts.) 


Ohio.  —  Mohican  church,  $6.61;  John  Marshall, 
Brookville,  $2.40;  D.  S.  Filburn,  Brandt,  $2  40;  Price's 
Creek  church,  $2.50;  interest  on  loan,  Dayton  church, 

$90;  total, $    103  91 

Annual  Meeting  collection  for  1896 ■■$    too  66 

Virginia—  John  Zimmerman,  S2.50;  Lydia  Cline, 
Timbervillc,  S3;  D.  B.  Wamplcr,  Mt.  Clinton,  S2.40; 
total  S 

Indiana.  —  ].  D.  Rciff,  Converse,  Sr.20;  Prairie 
Creek  church,  $4;  total S 

Pennsylvania.  —  A  sister,  Mcngcs  Mills,  50  cents; 
H.  B.  Balsbaugh,  S3;  total $ 

Illinois.— West  Otter  Creek  church,  $1.05;  Hudson 
church,  Si. 75;   total S 

Missouri.—  ?.  B.  Forney,  Humansville,  $2.40;  total,. S 

Iowa.—  H.  J.  Lichty,  Calvin,  Si. 77;  total $ 


7  9° 


3  So 


40 


Total, 


77 

,S    228  14 


MISSION  RECEIPTS   FOR  JUNE,  1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the"  following  month's  report. 


First  Payment.— St,  Louis  meetinghouse, $ 

Annual  Meeting  Collection.— ¥01   1896, $ 

Ohio.— Mohican  church,  $6.61;    East  Nimisbillen 


(Used  only  lor 


E.  Bech- 


Pennsylvania—  Jennie  Henderson.  S3;  C 
tel,  75  cents;  Jane  Smith,  50  cents;  Andrew  Kreps, 
50  cents;  Huntingdon  church,  S'3  60;  Young  Peo- 
ple's Missionary  Circle,  $2.50;  a  sister,  Menges  Mills, 
Si;  Spring  Run  church,  S3;  a  sister,  Gettysburg,  5c 
cents;  Dry  Valley   Sunday  school,    Maitland,  $1.37 


total, 


////«./>.- 


sion  class,  Mt.  Morris,  $2.65;  Chil- 
Virden,  £14;  Children's  Mission  at  183 
Hastings  St.,  Chicago,  $1;  Flora  Nickey,  Oakley,  60 
cents-  Hudson  church,  S1.25;  Mrs.  Upton  Miller, 
Mt.  Morris,  $1-5°:  Upton  Miller,  Mt.  Morris,  $1;  D. 
Barrick,  Byron,  $1;  total, $     23  00 

Virginia.  —  Bridgewater  College  Sunday  school, 
Bridgewater,  Sg.41;  Newton  Sunday  school,  $2;  total,. $      11  41 

Colorado— -St.  Vrain  Sunday  school,  $10.1 5;  total,.. $      10  15 

0/«(7— Sarah  Erbaugb,  50  cents;  a  sister,  Ashland, 
S5;  Phebe  Barber,  Pittsburg,  65  cents;  total, S       6  15 

Indiana.— One  who  loves  the  cause,  50  cents;  Su- 
gar Creek  church,  S3-25:  Christena  Gebhart,  50  cents; 
total, S       4  25 

Texas.— George  Ennis  and  wife,  S2.50;  total $       2  50 

(    California.— A  brother  and  sister,  Tropico,  $2.50; 

"total, *       2  50 

Kansas. — Two  sisters  of  Culver,  90  cents;  a  mother 
and  daughter,  $1.50;  total S       2  40 

Maryland— A  sister  near  Windsor,  S2;  total,. ..-S       2  00 

f0<wa. — Franklin  County  Sunday  school,  67  cents; 
H.  Gorsuch.Si;  total S       1  67 

Michigan.— Sarah  Marshall,  $1;  total S       I  00 

Missouri. —  Mamie  Harman,  45  cents;  Hannah 
Duncan,  50  cents;  total, S  95 

Total, $     94  70 

ASIA    MINOR    MISSION    FUND. 


{Tob 


•i  /h-  M!ss;-. 


Illinois.— Mission  class,  Mt.  Morris,  $2  65;  Chil- 
dren's Mission,  Virden,  S14;  Hudson  church,  50 
cents;  Upton  Miller,  Mt.  Morris,  %1\  Mrs.  Upton  Mil- 
ler, Mt.  Morris,  $1.50;  Mrs.  Ida  Emmert,  Mt.  Morris, 
Si;  D.  Barrick,  Byron,  Si;  total, S 

Ohio.— Sarah  Erbaugh,  50  cents;  P.  F.  Dukes  and 
wife,  $3;  a  sister,  Ashland,  S4;  E.  D.  M,,  Freeburg, 
Si;  Mahoning  church.  Si 2.30;  total S 

Pennsylvania.— Huntingdon  church,  $13.60;  Young 
People's  Missionary  Society,,Waynes,  $2.50;  a  sister, 


CITY   MEETINGHOUSE. 

(A  house  In  Washington  is  greatly  tueded  in  order  that  the  church  there 
may  do  more  effectual  work  aiut  Aavt  the  advantage  oj 'a permanent  home. 
The  Committee  Profanes  to  build  11s  soon  as  sufficient  funds  are  raised. 
Donations  marked  thus  (•)  are  in  response  to  sister  Ella  Williams'  propo- 
sition.) 
Pennsylvania.— Sisters'    Benevolent    Society,    S15; 

Mrs.  Hannah  Bluebaugb,  $1 ;  total S      16  00 

Ohio.— Sister  Darst,  Dayton,  $2;  total, s      2  00 

Oregon.—E.  C.  Boggs,  Portland,  $1;  total, S       1  00 

Kansas.— Caney,  25  cents;  total $  25 


Total, 


Kansas.— KocU  Greek  Swnd*r  wliuol,  *n.T3i    Mcii 
den  church,  $4.05;  total $ 

Illinois —MWmine  church,  $5.42;  total $ 

(  Pennsylvania.—  Mrs.  Hannah  Puderbaugh,  $4;  to- 


tal. 


c  church,  S3 75; 


Ohii 


Illinois.— A.  J.  and  Mary  Nickey,  S30;  Mt.  Morris 
Sunday  school,  $873;  Cerro  Gordo  Sunday  school, 
S7.66;  total $     46  39 

Iowa.— Samuel  and  Jane  Badger,  Panther,  $37,10; 
total, S     37  10 

Kansas.— Earl  Rexroad,  $2;  J.  Hollinger,  $i;  Un- 
known, $6;  Amanda  Eardale,  Olathe,  $1;  a  brother, 
$1;  total, *     "  °o 

Michigan.— Isaac  Smith,  $5;  E.  M.  Houtz,  Edwards, 
S2;  total, t       7  00 

Indiana.— Christena  Gebhart,  SSI  total $       5  00 

Total, $    106  49 


Home  and  European  Fund $1,368  47 

Asia  Minor  Fund,    $  82  75 

India  Fund, $  94  70 

Book  and  Tract  Fund, $  228  14 

Washington  Meetinghouse $  19  25 

Foreign  Mission,  $  28  97 

Armenian  Orphanage $  106  49 

Total  amount $1,928  77 

Total  number  of  Tracts  sent  out,  25,747- 

CORRECTIONS. 

Correction  on  May  Report.— The  Si.75  sent  to  India 
Fund,  and  $wz$  sent  to  Home  and  European  Fund,  under  the 
name  "  Anna  B.  Johnston,"  should  have  been  credited  to  the 
Pleasant  Hill  church,  Iowa. 

Correction  on  March  Report.— The  SS-oo  credited  to 
Spring  Creek  church  in  Washington  Mission,  should  have 
been  credited  to  the  Falling  Spring  congregation. 

Omission.— In  Home  and  European  Fund  for  May,  inter- 
est from  Loan  Mission  Fund,  Prairie  View  church,  Kans., 
$10;  Francis  Miller,  Pennsylvania,  55  cents. 

Gen.  Miss,  and  Tract  Committee, 

Mt.  Morris,  III, 
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HT-Anonymous  communications  will  not  be  published. 

»-Donot  ml*  business  with  articles  (or  publication.    Keep  your  com- 

^-Tlme  Is  precious.  Wc  nlway§  have  time  to  attend  to  business  and  to 
answer  questions  ol  importnncc,  but  please  do  rwi  subject  us  to  needless 

BS^The  Mhssenceii  Is  malted  each  week  to  all  subscribers.  If  the  ad- 
dreai  Is  correctly  entered  on  our  list,  the  paper  must  reach  the  person  to 
whom  It  Is  addressed.    II  you  do  not  j>ut  your  paper,  write  us,  Riving  par- 

tSST When  changing  your  address,  please  give  your  former  as  wall  as  your 
future  address  in  lull,  sons  to  avoid  delay  and  11  iisundei  standing. 

tSTUa  uot  send  personal  checLs  <«  dralls  on  Interior  banks,  unless  you 
■end  with  them  *S  cents  each  to  pay  lor  collection. 

jy  Remittances  should  be  made  by  Post-office  Monev  Order,  Drafts  on 
New  York,  Philadelphia* or  Chicago,  or  Registered  Letters,  made  payable 
and  addressed  to  "  Brethren's  Publishing  Co..  Mount  Morris,  III." 

(^-Entered  at  the  Post-office  at  Mount  Morris,  111.,  as  second-class  mat- 


After  concluding  h 
terloo    church,  Iowa, 
series  of  meetings  in  t 
resulted  in  five  accessh 


meetings 
0.    J.    M.    Mohler 
City  of  Waterlot 


the  South  Wa- 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  August  i,  1896. 


Bro.  S.    M.    Goughnour    changes    hi 
from  Longmont,  Colo.,  to  Elkhart,  Iowa. 


Sister  Rachel  C.  Christy  writes  that  at  their 
preparatory  council,  prior  to  the  feast  at  Garrison, 
Iowa,  one  was  added  to  the  little  flock  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism. 


For  some  weeks  we  have  been  publishing  Br 
Brumbaugh's  "Lesson  Light-Flashes"  one  wee 
sooner  than  necessary,  and  in  order  to  even  u 
things  a  little  better,  the  article  under  that  head  i 
deferred  until  one  week  later. 


During   the  last  year 

:j..Wo  hove  been  laLhci 


but  in  no  instance  have  they 
Catholic  priest.  This  is  rather 
being  noticed  by  more  persons  t 


two,  the  authorities  in 
cc  about  calling  certain 
js  workers  to  account, 
rested  a  Roman 
ignificant,  and    is 


J.   S.   Lehman   and   J.    K.    Brubaker,    Mennonite 
linisters  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  are  on  a  trip  to  Alas- 


ka, the  land  of  the  midnight  suri 
We  wonder  if  some  of  our  people 
clined  to  look  into  that  land  one 
The  writer  of  this  feels  a  little  that  1 


on  the  West. 
rill  not  be  in- 
af  these  days? 
'ay  himself. 


cago  com- 


What  are  some  of  the  people  i 
ing  to?  A  short  time  ago  E.  J.  Berkey, 
nonite,  who  is  doing  city  mission  work,  was  ar 
rested  and  lodged  in  jail  five  hours.  He  was  triei 
and  promptly  discharged  for  the  lack  of  incrimi 
nating  evidence  against  him.  If  the  authorise 
in  that  great  city  keep  on  arresting  preachers,  i 
will  soon  become  necessary  to  forcibly  remim 
them  of  the  fact  that  this  is  free  America,  and  no 
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home  hungry.  In  places,  members  who  live  ten 
or  twelve  miles  away  are  not  visited.  At  this  rate, 
it  will  be  many  long  years  before  the  world  will  be 
converted."  There  are  places  where  these  hints 
may  serve  a  good  purpose, 


In  order  to  fill  all  orders  for  the  Minutes  of  the 
late  Annual  Meeting,  we  found  it  necessary  to 
print  a  second  edition.  We  are  now  prepared 
to  fill  other  orders  at  two  cents  per  copy,  in  lots  of 
ten  or  more.  Under  that  number,  five  cents  per 
copy.  Churches  that  are  not  yet  supplied  with  the 
Minutes,  should  order  at  once. 


The  Christian  Lcadu-  (Disciple)  says,  "  We  have 
had  preachers  in  our  past  history  who  never 
had  rubbed  against  the  walls  of  a  college,  .who, 
according  to  the  judgment  of  the  people,  could 
outprcach  nine-tenths  of 
We  have  many  such  now.  Scholarship 
thing  to  have,  and  of  immense  valut 
preachers  know  how  to  utilize  it." 


holastic    preachers, 
good 


I  Brethren,  keep  out  of  the  political  arena.  Do 
not  become  mixed  up  in  the  great  confusion  of 
the  hour.  You  can  read  and  listen,  for  there  may 
be  much  to  learn,  but  do  not  permit  yourselves  to 
be  carried  away  with  the  excitement.  Fail  not 
to  read  your  Bibles  daily,  and  stand  close  to  the 
Master.  This  is  going  to  be  an  exciting  campaign, 
and  not  a  few  good  people  will  be  torn  from  their 
moorings,  and  it  becomes  all  to  watch  that  they 
enter  not  into  temptation. 


A  brother  sends  i 
Gosprl  Trumpet,  contain 
of  the  article,  entitled. 
It  contains  more  nonser 
read  in  a  religious  jou 
much    to  entitle  it  to  a 
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of  Dunkerism." 
ything  we  have 
in  a  long  time,— too 
pecial  reply  from   us. 


Ties  much,  proves  nothing  and  therefore 
the  conclusion  that  the  Brethren  church 
ful  sect,  from  which  the  members  should 
1  all  possible  haste.  It  winds  up  with  a 
exhortation  to  that  effect,  that  is  disgust- 
ing to  read.  We  enjoy  the  reading  of  argument, 
even  when  directed  against  us,  but  we  have  no 
admiration  ror  the  man  who  has  to  write  matter  of 
this  kind  in  order  to  get  his  initials  in  print,  for 
he  does  not  give  his  name. 


deduc 


flee  wit 
pathetii 


Some  months  ago  our  sympathies  were  aroused 
by  a  letter  received  from  an  aged  minister,  who 
said  he  had  delayed  renewing  his  subscription  to 
the  Messenger,  trusting  that  some  of  the  well- 
to-do  members  in  his  flock  would  have  charity 
enough  to  send  him  the  paper.  He  has  spent  at 
least  half  of  his  life  in  the  active  ministry,  serving 
the  church  all  that  time  free  of  charge,  and  now, 
since  he  is  getting  old,  and  has  but  little  of  this 
world's  goods  left,  it  would  gladden  his  heart  if 
the  members  of  his  flock  would  each  year  do 
something  to  show  some  appreciation  of  his  la- 
bors in  the  past.  One  or  more  preachers  of  this 
kind  can  probably  be  found  in  half  of  the  church- 
es in  the  Brotherhood,  and  it  is  no  more  than 
proper  that  they  should  be  kindly  remembered. 
They  have  spent  their  hundreds  of  dollars  for  the 
church,  and  they  richly  deserve  a  little  attention 
in  their  old  age. 


THE  ALMANAC  FOR  1897. 

Our  plans  for  the  Brethren's  Almanac  for  1897 
are  now  well  nigh  perfected,  and  we  expect  to 
soon  commence  work  upon  it.  In  several  respects 
it  will  be  an  inprovement  over  any  former  alma- 
nac that  we  have  yet  sent  out.  It  is  to  be  con- 
siderably enlarged,  wi'l  contain  nearly  twice  the 
number  of  pages  found  in  the  former  publications, 
uch   carefully    collected   and 


ontain 


well-arranged  reading  matter, 
largely  of  a  missionary  character,  which 
der  it  an  excellent  publication  for  use  i 
fields. 

We  trust  to  have  the  ministerial  list  mo 
than  it  has  ever  been,  and  for  this  reason 


partake 
will  ren- 
mission 

■  perfect 


as  early  as  possible,  such  corrections  as  should  b 
made. 

Some  well-written  articles  of  special  interest 
will  be  welcomed.  A  few  good  biographical 
sketches,  of  deceased  members,  widely  known,  ca 
also  be  made  use  of. 

On  account  of  the  large  edition  to  be  published 
the  forthcoming  Almanac  will  be  found  of  special 
value  as  an  advertising  medium.  Those  wishing 
to  contract  space  will  write  us  for  terms. 


COUNCIL-MEETINQS. 


readers,  and   especially  the   ministers,  to   send  us, 


Onk  of  our  correspondents  has  this  to  say- 
some  of  our  members,  I  think,  are  too  willing  to 
isrepresent  things,  and  then  are  so  unwilling 
to  have  a  proper  understanding  prevail.  Some 
seem  much  inclined  to  have  everything  taken  to 
the  church  meeting  where  brethren  are  so  apt  to 
say  things  that  ought  not  to  be  said.  Deacons, 
laymembers  and  even  elders,  will  sometimes  al- 
low their  tempers  to  get  the  advantage  of  them 
It  is  painful  to  sit  back  and  witness  such  things.  I 
cannot  admire  this  kind  of  conduct.  I  deplore  it. 
Especially  ought  our  church  meetings  to  be  con- 
ducted discreetly  in  towns.  At  a  recent  church 
meeting  the  brethren  so  far  forgot  themselves, 
that  they  were  heard  by  those  on  the  streets,  and 
very  uncomplimentary  remarks  were  made  about 
the  meeting.  I  do  not  like  for  my  children  to 
attend  such  council-meetings.  I  prefer  to  have 
them  remain  at  home.  I  do  not  see  why  most  of 
the  misunderstandings  cannot  be  settled  between 
the  parties,  then  they  need  not  be  brought  to  the 
council-meeting.  I  confess  that  I  sometimes  feel 
discouraged  about  such  things.  Can  you  not  write 
something  on  the  subject?" 

We  can  write  nothing  on  this  subject  that  is 
more  pointed  than  what  we  have  gleaned  from  the 
sister's  letter.  It  is  well  known  that  much  harm 
has  grown  out  of  improperly  conducted  council- 
meetings,  and  if  there  is  anything  among  us  that 
should  be  well  guarded  and  seasoned  with  grace, 
it  is  these  meetings.  Each  member  should  do  his 
part  in  making  the  meeting  as  pleasant  as  possi- 
ble, and  in  no  instance  should  a  member  be  al- 
lowed to  talk  in  a  manner  unbecoming  a  devout 
Christian.  Besides,  some  little  regard  should  be 
had  for  the  welfare  of  the  young  members  whose 
faith  is  not  strong  enough  to  stand  some  of  the 
talking  now  and  then  indulged  in  at  some  of  the 
council  meetings.  This  sister  is  not  the  only  one 
who  feels  deeply  concerned  for  the  lambs  of  the 
flock,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  each  member 
will  take,  what  she  has  written,  home  to  his  heart, 
and  then  resolve  to  labor  for  more  grace,  discre- 
tion and  edification  in  our  church  meetings. 

J.  H.  M. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  MINISTERS  AND  ELDERS. 

A  brother  sends  us  a  diagram  of  a  section  of 
country,  in  which  there  were,  at  one  time,  several 
prosperous  churches,  but  now  there  are  but  two, 
the  rest  having  been  either  disorganized  or  soon 
will  be.  In  this  locality  there  are  a  few  less  than 
twenty  preachers  and  three  elders,  or  nearly  three 
preachers  to  the  church.  What  can  this  mean! 
Why  do  not  these  preachers  divide  up  the  work 
between  them  and  look  after  these  churches? 
Why  do  not  these  elders  stir  up  the  inactive 
preachers  and  put  them  to  work?  The  Lord 
never  intended  elders  should  neglect  their  work 
after  this  manner.  It  makes  no  difference  where 
these  churches  are,  nor  does  it  make  any  differ- 
ence where  these  preachers  live,  but  it  does  make 
a  difference  whether  or  not  a  preacher  is  ener- 
getic in  the  ministry,  and  whether  the  Lord's 
flocks  are  being  properly  cared  for. 

The  brother  who  writes  us  says,  that,  in  his 
judgment,  the  only  remedy  is  an  active  presiding 
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■  who  will  see  that  weak  churches  are  looked 
nd  also  encourage  all  ministers  to  do  their 


give 


duty.  A  presiding  elder  among  us  ought  to  be 
the  last  resort.  Should  he  be  a  man  of  great  piety, 
energy,  wisdom  and  ability,  he  would  doubtless 
prove  a  blessing  to  the  cause.  But  should  he 
happen  to  lack  in  these  things,  the  cause  would 
suffer  in  his  hands,  and  give  rise  to  a  great  deal 
of  fault-finding  and  bitterness.  What  we  need 
more  than  anything  else  is,  a  pious,  wise  and  en- 
ergetic eldership.  Our  inactive  churches  every- 
where, are  in  need  of  energetic  leaders  who  will 
heed  unto  themselves,  and  to  all  the  flock 
ch  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  them  over- 
seers, and  properly  feed  the  church  of  God.  Ac- 
tive elders,  with  fifteen  or  more  preachers  un- 
der their  control,  do  not  let  churches,  within  a 
few  miles  of  them,  go  down  for  the  want  of  proper 
care. 

We  do  not  like  to  say  it,  but  it  should  be  said 
by  some  one,  and  that  is  this:  We  have  too  many 
inactive  preachers  and  elders  among  us.  We  are 
not  doing  the  preaching  that  ought  to  be  done, 
nor  are  we  giving  to  many  of  the  flocks  the  in- 
telligent and  fatherly  care  that  they  need.  If  we 
had  among  us  the  energy  that  is  found  among  the 
politicians  of  the  day,  the  people  would  think  that 
we  were  about  to  turn  the  world  upside  down. 
The  power  that  can  put  the  fire  into  the  hearts 
of  the  preachers  and  elders,  is  the  power  we  need 
to  pray  for  most  earnestly  just  now.  The  watch- 
men on  the  walls  of  Zion  must  be  aroused,  for 
the  Master's  sheep  and  lambs  need  feeding  and 
care,  and  it  devolves  upon  them  to  do  it.  This 
once  accomplished,  then  the  hearts  of  the  laity 
can  be  stirred,  and  a  mighty  work  in  Zion  will  be 
accomplished,  and  none  of  the  churches  need  be 

neglected.  J-  H-  M- 

EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Thirty. 

CALCUTTA.— THE  CHOLERA. — THE  BLACK  HOLE  OF 
CALCUTTA. 

While  we  have  been  engaged  in  making  ob- 
servations upon  the  introduction  of  opium  into 
China  by  England,  with  its  attendant  evils,  our 
train  has  rolled  along  the  side  of  the  Hooghly 
River,  and  a  few  minutes  later  we  reach  Calcutta, 
in  name  only  the  City  of  Palaces. 

Upon  our  arrival  in  the  city  we  considered 
ourselves  especially  fortunate  in  finding  lodgings 
in  the  comfortable  home  at  the  Baptist  Mission, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewson.  Mrs. 
Jewson  (nee  Miller)  resided  at  Sharpsburg,  Md., 
and  was  well  acquainted  with  a  number  of  our  own 
church  members  in  that  locality.  We  at  once  felt 
quite  at  home.  It  seemed  that  we  were  not  among 
strangers,  but  with  warm-hearted  friends.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jewson  are  earnest  missionary  work- 
ers and  are  full  of  zeal  for  the  cause  in  which  they 
have  enlisted.  They  have  been  in  India  nearly 
a  score  of  years,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
work  and  its  demands.  We  enjoyed  our  stay  at 
this  place  very  much  indeed,  and  received  much 
valuable  information  as  to  the  mission  work 
among  the  heathen.  We  left  them,  feeling  under 
many  obligations  to  this  kind  missionary  family. 

Calcutta  is  the  capital  of  British  India,  and  the 
seat  of  the  Supreme  Government.  It  is  one  of  the 
largest  cities  in  India,  having  a  population  of 
840,000  souls,  with  more  Europeans  and  Ameri- 
cans, perhaps,  than  any  other  city  in  the  East. 
The   city  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Hoogh- 


series  of  years  being  about  eighty  degrees.  The 
mercury  often  rises  to  one  hundred  and  six  in  the 
shade. 

In  this  part  of  India  is  to  be  found  the  home 
of  the  dreaded  disease,  Indian  or  Asiatic  chol- 
era. With  the  extreme  heat  and  an  annual  rain- 
fall reaching  as  high  as  ninety-three  inches,  all 
the*  conditions  for  the  propagation  of  the  disease 
are  found.  When  the  disease  assumes  the  form 
of  an  epidemic,  as  it  often  does,  thousands  of 
the  natives  and  many  Europeans  are  carried  away. 
We  learned,  soon  after  our  arrival  in  Calcutta,  that 
the  disease  had  broken  out  and  that  a  number  of 
natives  were  dying  every  day.  One  report  gave 
the  number  of  deaths  at  forty-eight  each  day.     A 
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ly  River,  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  sacred  Ga 
nearly  a  hundred  miles  from  the  sea.  Being  so 
far  inland,  it  is  cut  off  entirely  from  the  sea  breeze, 
and  during  the  most  part  of  the  year  it  is  op- 
pressively   hot,    the    average    temperature    for    a. 


this  to  be  true  when  we  were  in  close  quarters 
with  the  cholera.  We  did  not  seem  to  fear  it  as 
much  as  when  at  home  we  heard  that  our  country 
was  threatened  with  an  invasion  of  the  disease. 
Of  course  it  was  confined  to  the  native  quarter  of 
the  city,  and  we  did  not  come  into  immediate  con- 
tact with  it. 

Calcutta  is  like  most  other  large  cities  in  India. 
It  has  its  European  and  its  native  quarters,  and 
what  has  been  said  of  Bombay  in  these  gleanings, 
might  be  applied  to  the  Capital  of  India.  The 
Government  House,  Town  Hall,  Legislative  Cham- 
ber and  Post-office  are  all  imposing  structures  built 
after  modern  architectural  models.  There  are  also 
many  fine  private  residences,  the  property  of  the 
Government  officials.  Then  there  are  the  narrow 
streets  and  crowded  bazaars,  and  low  mud  houses 
of  the  native  quarter.  As  in  Bombay,  so  here, 
many  of  the  people  live  in  the  streets. 

There  is  not  a  large  city  or  town  in  India  that 
has  not  been  the  scene  of  some  terrible  crime  per- 
petrated in  the  name  of  war,  and  Calcutta  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  Cawnpore  has  its  Memo- 
rial Well,  Lucknow  its  battered  Residency,  Delhi, 
the  wonderful  story  of  its  siege,  and  Calcutta  its 
Hole.  The  story  has  been  told  over  and 
over  again,  but  in  the  hope  that  it  will  create  a 
stronger  sentiment  against  war,  with  all  its  cruel- 
ties, it  is  repeated  again.  We  are  indebted  to 
Poole  and  Macaulay  for  the  account  here  given. 

It  was  in  1756,  when  Calcutta  was  a  small  town, 
with  a  European  population  of  some  two  hundred 
merchants  and  traders.  The  East  India  Compa- 
ny supplied  these  traders  with  a  small  body  of 
troops  for  their  protection.  Nazim  was  the  rul- 
er of  Bengal  at  this  time,  and  he  had  always 
shown  a  friendly  spirit  toward  the  English.  Upon 
his  death  his  grandson  Dowlah,  ruled  in  his  stead. 
For  some  unexplained  reason,  he  hated  the  mer- 
chants of  Calcutta  with  a  deadly  hatred,  and  he 
determined  to  exterminate  them.  For  this  pur- 
pose he  assembled  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  of 
his  best  soldiers  and  marched  upon  the  doomed 
city.  The  English  were  able  to  put  only  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  armed  men  in  defense  of  the 
place.  Mr.  Holwell  was  the  leader  of  the  little 
band  of  defenders.  They  kept  the  enemy  at  bay 
four  days,  and  then,  under  promise  that  their  lives 
would  be  spared,  they  surrendered  to  the  young 
Nabob.  How  well  this  promise  was  kept  the  se- 
quel will  show. 

Mr.  Holwell  was  taken  before  the  Indian  Prince, 
who  fiercely  upbraided  him  for  defending  the 
place.  When  he  returned  to  his  comrades,  he 
found  them  surrounded  by  a  strong  guard.  Then, 
without  a  suspicion  of  the  fate  that  awaited  them, 
the  prisoners  asked  where  they  were  to  be  lodged 
for  the  night. 
Then  was  committed  that  great  crime,  memor- 
le  for  its  singular  atrocity,  memorable  for  the 
mendous  retribution  by  which  it  was 
e  English  captives  were  left  to  the 
;    guards,  and    the  guards  determined 


them  for  the  night  in  the  prison  of  the  garrison, 
a  chamber  known  by  the  fearful  name  of  the  Black 
Hole.  Even  for  a  single  European  malefactor, 
that  dungeon  would  in  such  a  climate,  have  been 
too  close  and  narrow.  The  space  was  only  twenty 
feet  square.  The  air  holes  were  small  and  ob- 
structed. It  was  the  summer  solstice,  the  season 
when  the  fierce  heat  of  Bengal  can  scarcely  be 
rendered  tolerable  to  natives  of  England  by  lofty 
halls  and  constant  wavings  of  fans.  The  number 
of  prisoners  was  one  hundred  and  forty  six.  When 
they  were  ordered  to  enter  the  cell,  they  imagined 
the  soldiers  were  joking;  and,  being  in  high  spirits 
on  account  of  the  promise  ot  the  Nabob  to  spare 
their  lives,  they  laughed  and  jested  at  the  ab- 
surdity of  the  notion.  They  soon  discovered  their 
mistake.  They  expostulated,  they  entreated,  but 
in  vain.  The  guards  threatened  to  cut  down  all 
who  hesitated.  The  captives  were  driven  into  the 
cell  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  and  the  door  was 
instantly  shut  and  locked  upon  them. 

Nothing  in  history  or  fiction,  not  even  the  story 
which  Ugolino  told  in  the  sea  of  everlasting  ice, 
after  he  had  wiped  his  bloody  lips  on  the  scalp 
of   his    murderer,    approaches    the    horrors    which 


were  recounted 

by  the  fe 

w  survivors  0 

f  that 

night. 

They    cried    foi 
door.     Holwell 

mercy, 
who,  e\ 

They  strove 
en   in   that  c 

to  burst   the 
xtremity,  re- 

tained  his  pres 
to   the  goalers, 

ence  of  r 

but  the 

lind,   offered 
answer  was 

large 
that   n 

bribes 
othing 

could   be  d 

one 

without 

the    Nabob's 

orde 

s,  that 

the  Nabob 
if  anybody 
mad    with 

was  asleep,  and  that  he  wc 
awoke  him.    Then  the  p 
despair.     They    trampled 

uld  be 
isoncr 
each 

angry 

s  went 

other 

down,  fought  for  the  places  at  the  windows,  fought 
for  the  pittance  of  water  with  which  the  cruel 
mercy  of  the  murderers  mocked  their  agonies, 
raved,  prayed,  blasphemed,  implored  the  guards 
to  fire  upon  them.  The  goalers,  in  the  meantime, 
held  lights  to  the  bars,  and  shouted  with  laugh- 
ter at  the   frantic   struggles  of   their   victims.     At 
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iome  time  before  the  sol- 
for  the  survivors,  by  pil- 
ing up  on  each  side  the  heaps  of  corpses  upon 
which  the  burning  climate  had  already  begun  to 
do  its  loathsome  work.  When  at  length  a  passage 
was  made,  twenty-three  ghastly  figures,  such  as 
their  own  mothers  would  not  have  known,  staggered 
out  of  the  charnel-house.  A  pit  was  instantly 
dug;  the  dead  bodies,  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  in  number,  were  flung  into  it  promiscuously 
and  covered  up. 

As  soon  as  the  dead  were  buried,  Dowlah  called 
the  living  into  his  presence.  Holwell  was  amongst 
the  number,  Mrs.  Carey,  a  lady  who  had  refused 
to  leave  her  husband  when  the  other  women  es- 
caped in  the  ship,  also  appeared.  It  was  mar- 
velous how  she  lived  through  the  night  in  the 
dungeon,  when  her  husband,  and  other  strong 
men,  perished.  She  was  placed  in  the  harem  of 
the  Nabob  at  Moorshedebad,  and  kept  a  prisoner 
for  six  years.     She  died  at  Calcutta,  in  1801. 

Mr.  Holwell  was  loaded  with  chains  and  sent 
to  a  prison  in  the  interior;  the  rest  of  the  sur- 
vivors of  that  fearful  night  were  lodged  in  mis- 
erable huts  and  fed  only  on  grain  and  water. 
They  all  eventually  gained  their  liberty.  Mr.  Hol- 
well survived  the  event  foity  years. 

Retribution  and  vengeance  soon  fell  upon  the 
monster  in  human  shape  who  was  responsible  for 
this  terrible  crime.  Lord  Clive  marched  upon  him 
with  twenty-four  hundred  English  troops  and 
overthrew  his  vast  army.  A  great  slaughter  en- 
sued. The  Nabob  was  captured  and  put  to  death, 
and  thus  closed  another  chapter  of  the  horrible 
cruelties  of  war.  D.  L.  M, 
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' HOME  ♦  AND  *  FAMILY*— 


It  was  for  envy  Christ  was  delivered  to  Pilate 
to  be  crucified,  to  suffer  and  die  an  ignominious 
death  upon  the  cross.  For  envy  Jacob's  sons  sold 
Joseph  into  Egypt.  Let  us  be  very  careful  that 
we,  as  professing  Christians,  who  have  taken  the 
yoke  of  Christ  upon  us,  do  not  envy  our  broth- 
er or  sister  in  the  church,  and  try  to  sell  them  as 
did  the  sons  of  Jacob!  If  our  brother  or  sister 
can  talk,  pray  or  sing  a  little  better  than  we,  do 
we  envy  them?  If  our  brethren  or  sisters  have 
a  little  more  of  this  world's  goods,  do  we  envy 
them?  If  we  conceive  in  our  heart  that  our 
brethren  and  sisters  have  more  friends  than  we, 
do  we  envy  them?  If  so,  we  are  not  born  of 
Christ,  for  if  we  are  born  of  Christ  we  will  be 
Christ-like.  He  had  no  envy  in  his  heart.  It 
seems  very  natural  for  children  to  envy  one  an- 
other, but  when  we  grow  to  manhood  and  wom- 
anhood, we  should  lay  away  childish  things,  and 
more  especially  when  we  become  professed  Chris- 
tians, for  if  we  then  have  envy  in  our  hearts,  we 
only  profess,  and  do  not  possess.  We  must  lay 
aside  all  malice,  all  guile,  envies  and  evil  speaking. 
We  should  walk  honestly,  not  in  strife  and  envy- 
ing, but  if  we  have  bitter  envy  in  our  hearts,  we 
should  not  lie  against  the  truth,  for  such  wisdom 
descendeth  not  from  above  but  is  earthly,  sensu- 
Where  envy  and  strife  is,  there  is 
where  there  is  confusion,  there  is 
As  long  as  we  live  in  strife  and 
re  none  of  his,  but  are  as  prey  in 
the  hands  of  Satan. 

"The  wisdom  that  is  fron 
able,  gentle,  full  of  mercy, 
without  hypocrisy  and  envy, 
that  when  life  and  all  its 
can  say,  like  Paul  of  old,  "  I  have  fought  a  good 
fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith,  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown 

of  righteousness." 

Lakeside,  hid. 


al  and  devili 
confusion,  a 
evil  work  do 
confusion,  \\ 


above  is  pure,  peace- 
without  partiality  and 
'  Then  let  us  so  live 
ufferings   are   over  we 


A    BUZZARD   STORY. 


BY    D.    F.    slOUrl: 


hood 


can  we  remember  the  days  of  child- 
would  gather  around  mother's  chair, 
when  she  would  stop  her  work  at  the  spinning 
wheel,  and  would  sit  down  to  have  a  general  good 
time  with  the  children.  "Now  sit  down,"  she 
would  say,  and  all  be  quiet  and  I  will  tell  you  a 
•  story."  Just  then  there  was  a  rush  as  to  who 
should  get  the  nearest  to  her,  and  when  she  had  fin- 
ished the  story,  we  would  look  at  one  another  and 
say,  "  Was  not  that  good?  Mamma,  will  you  tell  it 
again?" 

"  Now  if  you  will  sit  down  and  be  quiet  I  will  tell 
you  a  buzzard  story." 

I  call  this  little  sketch  a  story,  but  it  is  a  true 
one,  embracing  in  it  a  grand  object  lesson,  and  if 
this  story  will  be  just  one-half  as  beneficial  to  the 
readers  as  it  was  to  the  writer,  time  alone  will  not 
only  tell  of  its  worth,— but  to  the  lesson. 

A  few  years  ago  t  started  from  home  to  make  a 
long  drive.  The  morning  was  very  damp  and 
cloudy.  It  had  rained  hard  during  the  night.  The 
heavens  were  not  only  beclouded— but  such  as  the 
poet  would  call  "  dark  clouds,"  were  spread  over 
my  soul.  I  was,  as  it  is  common  for  us  all,  weighed 
down.  There  are  different  names  given  to  this 
condition  of  life,  but  I  suppose  you  all  know  what 
I  mean.  David  must  have  been  in  just  such  a 
mood  when  he  said,  "  Why  art  thou  cast  down,  oh 
my  soul?  " 

Now  as  I  was  riding  along,  deeply  engaged  in 
meditation,  I  beheld  a  scene  from  which  I  gathered 
the  great  object  lesson  that  has  ever,  and  shall,  in 
all  time,  occupy  a  green  spot  in  my  memory. 
About  twenty  buzzards,  whose  bodies  had  been  ex- 


posed to  the  rain,  placed  themselves  in  order  upon 
the  top  rail  of  the  fence,  and  had  spread  out  their 
wings  to  their  utmost,  to  the  shining  rays  of  the 
warm  sun  that  had  just  pierced  through  the  thick 
clouds.  There  was  no  exception  to  the  rule, — 
every  one  did  just  as  the  other.  There  appeared  to 
be  amongst  them  one  mind,— one  judgment. 
While  I  viewed  that  peculiar  scene,  Isa.  4°:  31 
forced  itself  to  my  mind,  where  he  speaks  of  wings. 

No  doubt  they  had  in  contemplation  a  long  jour- 
ney but  felt  themselves  unprepared.  They  were 
weighted  down  with  the  dampness  of  the  night  and 
it  was  necessary  that  the  sun  shine  upon  them. 

It  occurred  to  me  there  that  the  Christian  should 
not  only  have  wings,  but  to  have  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  soar  up  into  a  higher  and  more  holy  at- 
mosphere of  life. 

Again,  I  learned  from  the  scene,  that  they  were 
determined  that  nothing  should  hinder  them. 
They  seemed  to  notice  nothing  around  them. 
They  were  determined  to  take  advantage  of  present 
opportunities,  as  they  knew  not  how  long  the  sun 
would  shine. 

But  my  story  is  getting  too  long,  so  I  cannot  tell 
it  all.  I  must  say  this,  however,  that  since  that 
time  I  am  trying  more  and  more  to  be  like  the  buz- 
zard,— not  as  he  is,  reaching  down  and  making  his 
meals  upon  the  dead  carcasses, — but  like  him  as 
he  spreads  his  wings  in  the  warm  sunshine;  like 
hiifi,  when  in  his  wisdom  he  grasps  present  oppor- 
tunities, and  allows  nothing  to  hinder  him  in  at- 
tending to  known  duties. 

Benevola,  Md.,  July  II, 


SOMETHING  TO  DO. 


BY  JOSEPH  S.  MOYER. 


means  ; 


We  often  hear  Christians  say,  "  How  willing  I 
would  be  to  work  for  Christ  and  for  the  upbuilding 
of  his  kingdom,  if  I  could  only  find  something  to 
do.  I  am  hemmed  in  on  every  side;  there  is  no 
field  in  which  I  can  work." 

Is  it  true?  Is  there  not  abundant  opportunity? 
We  can  attend  church,  the  Sunday  school,  the 
prayer  meeting,  or  any  other  religious  gathering  that 
has  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  Christianity.  I 
fear  that  many  of  us  fail  to  do  all  we  can  in  this 
direction.  We  may  think  it  is  but  a  little  thing, 
to  stay  at  home,  because  the  weather  does  not 
suit  us,  but  it  is  not  really  a  small  thing.  Our 
ministers  need  encouragement  as  well  as  the  au- 
dience. 

Then  we  can  make  our  homes  happier  by  little 
acts  of  love  to  other  members  of  the  family.  We 
can  speak  kindly  to  all.  How  often  do  we  see 
professed  Christians  when  among  strangers,  all 
smiles  and  kind  words,  but  when  at  home  the  smile 
is  replaced  by  a  frown,  and  kind  words  are  re- 
placed by  cruel  ones.  Let  us  be  careful  to  speak 
kindly  at  home,  as  well  as  elsewhere! 

Let  us  learn  to  bridle  our  tongues!  "  Behold 
how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire  kindleth."  Jas.  3:  5. 
"  The  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity;  so  is  the 
tongue  among  our  members."  We  may  not  mean 
any  harm  by  talking  of  the  faults  or  failures  of  our 
brother  or  neighbor,  but  if  we  mean  to  follow  the 
above  Scriptures,  we  will  be  constrained  to  change 
our  manner,  and,  if  we  cannot  say  something  good 
about  the  absent,  we  certainly  should  say  nothing 
at  all.  To  speak  harmful  of  the  absent  is  unkind, 
and  no  Christian  ought  to  do  so.  Then,  how  care- 
ful ought  we  to  be  that  our  words  may  justify, 
rather  than  condemn  us! 

We  can  keep  from  following  the  world  in  her 
pleasures,  follies  and  sins,  but  must  keep  Christ 
uppermost  in  our  thoughts  and  actions,  and  then 
we  will  not  be  lusting  for  the  things  of  this  world. 
Some  of  us  may  have  our  hearts  set  upon  riches,  oth- 
ers on  fashion,  others  on  worldly  amusements.  Thi: 
lusting  of  our  nature  must  be  crucified,  if  we  would 
follow  the  meek  and  lowly  Nazarene.  Then,  in 
giving  of  our  means  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  we 
should  give  as  the  Lord  gave  to  us. 

When  we  see  the  need  of  workers  in  so  many 
fields,  and  the   lack  of  means  to  send  them,   hvyy 


can  we  rest  in  ease  and  comfort,  surrounded  h 
wealth,  and  give  only  a  mere  pittance,  if  any  (y 
send  the  Gospel  lo  starving  souls?  ChurchhoUse° 
must  be  built.  How  can  all  this  be  done  unle/ 
we  are  willing  to  give  the  Lord  his  rightful  p,," 
tion?  It  is  all  his  anyway.  He  has  only  loaned" 
it  to  us.  So,  if  each  should  give  a  due  portion,  his 
kingdom  would  be  enlarged  more  and  more,  and 
the  giver  be  blessed  abundantly. 

We  can  be  loyal  to  the  church.  This 
great  deal  more  than  many  think.  To  be 
we  must  give  our  support  and  help  in  all  thing? 
Often  the  church  agrees  upon  certain  rules  i„ 
harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  world  and  we  fail 
to  see  the  importance  of  observing  them.  God 
has  given  his  church  the  power  to  enforce  all 
Gospel  rules.  So  let  us  lay  aside  our  own  indi- 
vidual  preference,  and,  in  the  Spirit  of  God,  let  us 
show  our  loyalty  to  the  church  and  to  God  by 
our  help  in  maintaining  the  principles  of  truth,  de- 
livered  to  the  saints.  And  if  we  do  all  these 
things,  and  look  after  the  poor  and  sick  M  we 
should,  we  will  have  plenty  to  occupy  all  of  our 
time,  means  and  talent. 

Fox,  Mo. 

"WHERE  DID  YOU  GET  THAT  HORSE?" 

A  few  mornings  ago  a  crowd  was  idly  watching  a 
poor  old  horse  struggling  vainly  to  pull  a  heavily- 
loaded  wagon  out  of  a  rut  in  Fifth  Avenue,  near 
Washington  street.  It  was  a  task  to  tax  the 
strength  of  a  vigorous,  well-conditioned  horse. 
Still,  he  bravely  responded  to  each  call  of  his  rough 
master  to  try  it  again,  until,  at  length,  weak  and 
trembling,  and  with  the  sweat  running  in  streams 
down  his  rough,  ungroomed  coat,  he  refused  to 
further  attempt  what  he  knew  was  beyond  his  pow- 

There  was  something  about  the  horse  which  sug- 
gested that  he  had  known  better  days.  His  large, 
though  now  dim  and  sunken  eye,  his  small,  trim 
ears,  clean-cut  head,  and  broad,  thin  nostrils, 
stamped  him  as  one  possessed  of  aristocratic^ 
lineage,  who  in  his  younger  and  better  days  had 
known  far  different  things  than  hauling  t';e  wagoik- 
of  a  junk  peddler. 

The  whip  had  been  applied,  but  to  no  purpo; 
and  there  had  been  several  emphatic  suggestio 
from  the  crowd  that  if  he  expected  his  horse 
pull  anything  he  had  better  feed  him  occasional! 
when  a  tall,  broad-shouldered  man,  whose  dress 
and  general  appearance  suggested  that  he  had  re- 
cently come  out  of  the  West,  moved  forward,  out 
from  the  crowd,  where  he  had  been  watching  the 
horse  intently  for  several  moments,  and,  approach- 
ing the  man,  asked: 

"Where  did  you  get  that  hoss?" 

At  the  sound  of  his  voice  the  horse  pricked  up  his 
ears,  and,  turning  his  head  in  the  direction  whenct 
the  sound  came,  gave  utterance  to  a  low,  gla( 
neigh. 

Without  waiting  for  the  owner's  reply  the  mar 
advanced  quickly  to  the  horse's  head,  and  patting 
it  gently  he  said  in  a  tone  of  affectionate  tender- 
ness: "  Poor  old  Joe,  so  they've  brought  you  to  this. 
I  somehow  thought  it  was  you,  old  boy,  when  I  fi'st 
saw  you,  but  I  could  hardly  believe  my  eyes,  f" 
used   to  be  a  mighty  different-looking  horse 


1  thi: 


All   this   time   the   horse  was  rubbing  his  head 
against  the  man's  breast  and  shoulders,  and  there 
was  a  suspicion  of  moisture  in  the  eye  of  the  n* 
as  well  as  several  of  the  spectators. 

"  I  never  would  have  sold  you  in  the  world,  J    ; 


if  I  had  thought  they  would  ever  bring  you 


to  this. 


the  man   continued.     "  But  never   mind,  old  ""J' 
there's  going   to   be   a    change    right  away  »<"/ 
You're  going  to  have  all  you  want  to  eat;  y0U'rcJng 
ing  to  have  a  nice  big  stall,  and  you  ain't  ever  g 
to  do  another  lick  of  work  as  long  as  you  live- 

And  then,  turning  to  the  astonished  own* 
asked:  "  How  much  do  you  want  for  this  hoss?saia 

The  former  hesitated  a  moment  and  then 
"  Forty  dollars." 


what 


the 


horse  was  worth,  but  he  shrewdly  conclu 
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the  old  owner  would  not  stand  on  a  few  dollars  to 
get  back  his  old  horse. 

And  he  didn't;  for  taking  out  a  roll  of  bills  from 
his  pocket,  he  counted  out  the  S40.00  and,  handing 
it  to  the  man,  said:  "Here's  your  money.  You're 
robbing  me,  but  I  must  have  that  old  hoss." 

A  few  minutes  later  he  was.  leading  him  down  the 
street,  and  as  they  made  their  way  along  there  were 
doubtless  many  who  wondered  why  that  well- 
dressed  man  should  evince  such  tender  considera- 
tion for  the  poor,  bony,  old  horse  which  followed 
with  lame,  faltering  steps  so  close  behind  him.— 
Sel.  | 

DANC1NQ. 

[editor  of  zion's  watchman.] 

Doubtless  people  who  seek  for  Bible  evidence 
in  justification  of  modern  dancing,  fail  to  note  the 
fact  that  while  dancing  is  several  times  mentioned, 
(once  or  twice  as  a  religious  act)  they  can  not  pro- 
duce a  single  instance  in  which  promiscuous  danc- 
ing is  mentioned.  Always  men  by  themselves 
and  women  by  themselves.  In  the  East,  it  is  so  to 
this  day.  We  witnessed  several  marriage  feasts 
where  dancing  was  freely  indulged  in,  but  never 
promiscuously.  The  dance,  as  a  mere  exercise, 
apart  from  contact  with  the  sexes,  if  moderately 
indulged  in,  and  at  seasonable  hours,  might  be  al- 
lowed. But  to  limit  or  restrict  it  to  women  by 
themselves,  and  men  by  themselves,  is  to  disarm  it 
of  its  fascinations. 

Men  and  women  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  and  in 
Christian  and  heathen  lands  have  raised  the  voice 
of  warning  and  protestation  against  promiscuous 
dancing  as  revolting  to  every  feeling  of  delicacy, 
and  fraught  with  the  greatest  danger  to  morals. 
We  give  a  few  quotations,  which,  we  hope,  will  not 
only  be  profitable,  but  also  serve  to  show  that  we 
are  not  alone  in  our  protestations.  And  it  can  not 
be  that  all  these  people  are  mistaken,  and  give 
false  alarms. 

Tertullian:  "  If  Christians  were  fonnd  in  the  as- 
semblies of  the  dancers,  it  proved  them  to  be  no 
longer  true  Christians." 

■  Chrysostom  called  upon  his  hearers  "  not  to  dis- 
qualify themselves  for  communion  by  such  mortal 
diversions." 

Plato,  Aristotle  and  Livy  believed  the  dance  not 
only  productive  of  moral  evils,  but  as  indicating  a 
low  grade  of  character. 

Cicero:  "  Nemo  sobriussaltat," — No  man  in  his 
senses  will  dance. 

"  When  Cato  charged  Murena,  the  Roman  Con- 
sul, with  having  danced  in  Cappadocia,  Cicero  con- 
sidered the  charge  so  disgraceful  to  his  client  that 
had  he  been  unable  to  disprove  it  he  would  have 
abandoned  his  cause." 

Boyle  (an  infidel):  "  Dancing  creates  a  thousand 
impressions  dangerous  to  virtue." 

Herman  (man  of  the  world):  "To  dancers,  one 
and  all,  I  would  say:  Try  and  see  yourselves  as  oth- 
ers see  you;  remember  that  there  are  many  harm- 
less pleasures  that  have  about  them  no  taint  of 
filthy  lust;  above  all,  cease  to  believe  or  to  assert 
that  the  modern  waltz  is  an  innocent  amusement." 

Petrarch:  "  The  dance  is  the  spur  of  .lust— a  cir- 
cle of  which  the  devil  himself  is  the  center.  Many 
that  use  it  have  come  home  dishonest,  most  indif- 
ferent, none  better." 

Scott: 

"Where  lives  the  man  that  hath  not  tried 
How  mirth  can  into  folly  glide, 
And  folly  into  sin!  " 

Bishop  Hopkins,  of  Vermont,  (Episcopal):  "  No 
'ngenuity  can  make  it  (dance)  consistent  with  the 
covenant  of  baptism."  Again:  "  I  have  shown  that 
dancing  is  chargeable  with  waste  of  time,  the  inter- 
ruption of  useful  study,  the  indulgence  of  personal 
vanity  and  the  premature  incitement  of  the  pas- 
sions." 

Bishop  Coxe  (Episcopal):  "The  lasciviousness 
of  dances,  too  commonly  tolerated  in  our  times,  is 
so  disgraceful  to  the  age,  and  so  irreconcilable  with 
(he  Gospel  of  Christ,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  the 


souls  of  my  flock  to  warn  those  who  run  to  the 
same  excess  of  riot  in  these  thing!-,  that  they  come 
not  to  the  holy  table.  Classes  preparing  for  con- 
firmation are  informed  that  I  will  not  lay  hands, 
knowingly,  on  any  one  who  is  not  prepared  to  re- 
nounce such  things.  Let  all  choose  deliberately 
whom  they  will  serve." 

Bishop  Meade,  of  Virginia,  (Episcopal):  "  It  is 
of  itself  wrong,  improper,  and  of  bad  effect." 

Bishop  McElvaine,  of  Ohio,  (Episcopal),  speak- 
ing of  the  theatre  and  dance,  said:  "The  only  line 
I  would  draw  in  regard  to  these  is  that  of  entire  ex- 
clusion." 

Bishop  Cobb,  of  Alabama,  (Episcopal),  "The 
idea  that  the  Episcopal  church  favors  dancing  has 
floated  much  trash  down  upon  her." 

Dr.  Robinson  (Presbyterian):  "It  is  simply  im- 
possible that  this  question  of  indulgence  in  such 
worldly  pleasures  as  the  theatre,  the  masquerade, 
the  card  table  and  the  dance,  can  be  a  doubtful 
or  debatable  question." 

Bishop  Pierce  (Methodist):  "  Dramdrinkers  and 
dancing  Methodists,  without  prompt  confession 
of  wrong,  deep  humiliation,  and  solemn  pledges, 
never  to  repeat,  will  be,  as  they  ought  to  be,  cut 
off.  The  preachers,  I  trust,  will  cease  to  rely 
upon  talking  and  coaxing,  and  let  these  old  offend- 
ers know  that  the  church  cannot,  and  will  not 
tolerate  these  vices  and  fooleries.  If  it  be  :!aid  our 
young  members  will  quit  us  and  go  to  other  church- 
es, I  answer:  Let  them  go.  We  lose  nothing  but 
members,  and  others  gain  nothing  that  a  church 
of  Christ  ought  to  have.  For  one,  I  say,  any 
church  desiring  such  accessions,  is  welcome  to  all 
the  Methodists,  so-called,  who  can  be  bought  off 
by  the  privilege  of  dancing." 

New  York  Journal  of  Education:  "A  great  deal 
can  be  said  about  dancing.  For  instance,  the 
Chief  of  Police  of  New  York  City,  says  that  three- 
fourths  of  the  abandoned  girls  in  this  city  were 
ruined  by  dancing.  Young  ladies  allow  gentle- 
men privileges  in  dancing,  which,  taken  under  any 
other  circumstances,  would  be  considered  as  im- 
proper. It  requires  neither  brains  or  good  morals 
to  be  a  good  dancer.  As  the  love  of  one  increases, 
the  love  of  the  other  decreases.  How  many  of 
the*  best  men  and  women  are  skillful  dancers?  In 
ancient  times  the  sexes  danced  separately.  Alco 
hoi  is  the  spirit  of  beverages.  So  sex  is  the 
spirit  of  the  dance;  take  it  away,  and  let  the  sexes 
dance  separately  and  dancing  would  go  out  of 
fashion  very  soon.  Parlor  dancing  is  dangerous. 
Tippling  leads  to  drunkenness,  and  parlor  dancing 
leads  to  ungodly  balls." 

Such  quotations  as  the  above  could  be  carried 
to  any  length,  but  we  have  given  enough  to  show 
that  the  good  and  the  great  of  every  age  have 
regarded  the  dance  as  harmful  to  the  morals  and 
destructive  of  the  religious  life,  and  no  Christian 
can  indulge  in  it  without  hurting  his  own  soul. 


-~~*  CORRESPONDENCE  *~< 

i  send  It  unto  the  chui 


f^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  ol  church,  county  and  state.  Be  bricl.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
f  as  Dossible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  ar 
;olumns  afford  ample  r 

From  Rush  Creek,  Ohio. 

The  Rush  Creek  church  has  a  membership  of 
about  twenty-five,  scattered  over  Fairfield  and 
Hocking  Counties.  They  formerly  were  a  part  of 
the  Northeastern  District  of  Ohio,  but,  on  account 
of  convenience  of  access  by  rail,  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  Southern  Ohio. 

Years  ago,  under  the  oversight  of  the  late,  earn- 
est worker,  D.  N.  Workman,  this  church  had  a  very 
prosperous  career,  but,  after  his  departure,  grievous 
wolves  came  in,  "not  sparing  even  the  flock." 
They  have  two  comfortable  houses  of  worship,  but 
no  resident  minister.  They  have  had  no  Commun- 
ion for  several  years  and  no  Sunday  school.  For 
several  years  the  ministers  from  Jonathan's  Creek, 
Perry  Co.,  supplied  preaching. 


Eld.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  has  lately  had  charge 
of  the  church,  and  it  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Mission  Board  of  Southern  Ohio.  Bro.  Wm.  H. 
Bowser,  laboring  under  direction  of  the  Mission 
Board,  visited  them  the  first  Saturday  of  each 
month  last  year,  giving  them  three  meetings  each 
visit. 

He  also  held  a  series  of  meetings  at  their  Marion 
house,  baptized  a  number  and  much  revived  the 
church  in  general,— new  life  manifesting  itself. 
For  lack  of  funds  the  Mission  Board  could  no 
longer  assist  in  sending  ministers  to  them  and  the 
good  work,  done  by  Bro  Bowser,  seemed  to  be 
lost  through  neglect  to  follow  it  up. 

The  ministers  of  the  Lower  Stillwater  church 
then  volunteered  to  supply  them,  and  the  writer 
visited  them  in  June  and  July,  gave  them  three 
meetings  at  each  visit,  and  in  July  baptized  one, 
and  anointed  an  afflicted  sister, 

No  more  interested  and  warm-hearted  people 
can  be  found  than  these.  Brethren,  pray  for  them, 
feed  them!  L.  A.  Bookwalter. 

Trotwood,  Ohio,  July  75. 


From  Falrvlew,  (Ho. 


This  congregation  met  July  11  in  a  very  pleas- 
ant council.  Two  members  were  received  by  let- 
ter. The  members  decided  to  have  a  series  of 
meetings  commencing  the  First  Sunday  in  August. 
We  had  some  short,  but  interesting  talks  on  the 
mission  cause.  Our  solicitor  asked  every  member 
to  bring  her  at  least  one  penny  at  our  next  council. 
She  said  if  we  all  had  children  in  Utah,  as  she  did, 
we  would  be  willing  to  give  to  the  mission  cause. 

On  Sunday,  at  9  A.  M„  we  met  for  Sunday 
school.  Though  it  was  raining,  we  had  a  good 
turn-out.  At  11  A.  M„  the  brethren  fed  our  souls 
with  Gospel  food.  Three  of  our  ministers  have, 
during  the  last  few  months,  quit  the  use  of  tobacco, 
for  which  we  thank  the  Lord. 

We  have  been  distributing  tracts  among  the  peo- 
ple, and  giving  them  the  Messenger  to  read,  hop- 
ing thereby  to  sow  good  seed.     Nannie  Harman. 

Falling  Springs,  Mo.,  July  ij. 


Some  Bible  Work. 


Systematic  Bible  study  and  teaching  cannot  but 
result  in  a  higher  appreciation  of  all  that  God  has 
made  known  of  man  as  he  was,  man  as  he  is,  and 
man  as  he  will  be.  If  order  is  God's  way  in  practi- 
cal religion,  order  is  no  less  required  by  him  in  the 
study  and  instruction  of  the  principles  which  result 
in  orderly  demonstration. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  conduct  Bible 
Normals  as  follows:  Cushing,  Oklahoma,  Aug.  22  to 
31;  Portis,  Kans.,  Sept.  5  to  15;  Belleville,  Kans., 
Oct.  10  to  20. 

Outline  lessons  will  be  furnished  each  pupil  at 
first  meeting.  Come  with  pencil  and  tablet  to  keep 
record  of  all  work.  Simplicity  and  clearness  will 
be  aimed  at  in  all  work,  and  Bible  ideas  must  be 
supported  by  Bible  words, — not  opinions.  Divine 
proofs, — not  human  speculations, — will  characterize 
these  meetings.  Doubtless,  preaching  each  even- 
ing will  be  the  order  during  this  work.  The 
churches  where  the  teaching  will  be  done  will  ar- 
range the  time  of  day  when  the  students  of  God 
will  meet.  Old,  as  well  as  young,  can  take  this 
course.  Some  of  our  best  workers  are  old  mem- 
bers. Let  us  trust  God  and  enjoy  his  great  good- 
ness. M.  M.  Eshelman. 


Trip  Among  the  Churches  in  North  Dakota. 

When  I  left  Mt.  Morris  to  visit  the  churches  in 
North  Dakota,  it  was  with  many  misgivings  as  to 
how  I  would  find  the  Brethren  living,  as  my  fancy 
had  painted  it  as  one  vast,  wild  plain  (with  here 
nd  there  a  dug-out),  which  eventually  would  be 
thickly  settled,  etc. 

Imagine  my  surprise  when,  on  my  arrival  at  the 
Mayville,  North  Dakota  settlement,  I  saw  a  large 
body  of  well-tilled  land  sowed  to  grain;  the  Breth- 
living  in  neat  houses  and  most  of  them  having 
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large  barns,  well  rilled  with  horses  and  teed.  At 
the  dedication  of  the  new  churchhouse,  Sunday, 
July  12,  the  hitching  grounds  around  the  church 
were  crowded  with  fine  teams  and  everything 
characteristic  of  Eastern  Dunkcr  settlements.  Bro. 
O.  C.  Ellis,  of  River,  Ind.,  who  was,  like  myself, 
making  his  first  trip  through  North  Dakota,  said 
the  prairie  dotted  here  and  there  with  new  farm- 
houses, surrounded  with  groves,  looked  very  home- 
like. The  new  churchhouse  was  comfortably  filled 
with  an  attentive  audience  of  the  Brethren  and 
their  families  and  friends,  who  had  assembled  to 
hear  Eld.  D.  C.  Campbell,  of  Colfax,  Ind.,  deliver 
the  dedication  sermon. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Sunday  school  was  well  at- 
tended by  both  cjiildren  and  their  parents,  who, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Bro.  George  Strycker, 
showed  that  they  were  well  versed  and  well  drilled 
in  the  lesson  and  Sunday  school  work. 

At  5  P.  M.  there  was  a  largely-attended  chil- 
dren's meeting.  Much  interest  was  taken  in  the 
discourse  delivered  by  Eld.  Campbell  to  the  chil- 
dren. 

Bro.  Ellis  and  I  both  regretted  we  could  not 
remain  with  the  Brethren  and  attend  the  love 
feast  on  Tuesday  evening,  July  14,  but  our  ap- 
pointments were  such  that  we  left  Monday  morn- 
ing for  Devil's  Lake.  From  there,  on  Tuesday 
morning,  we  started  for  the  Brethren's  colony, 
near  Rutten,  eleven  miles  northeast  of  Devil's 
Lake.  We  visited  a  number  of  brethren  around 
Sweet  Water  Lake,  which  gives  the  name  to  this 
congregation  of  eighty-five  members,  in  charge  of 
Bro.  S.  N.  Eversole.  There  are  four  other  minis- 
tering brethren  within  the  bounds  of  this  church. 

They  held  their  second  love  feast  a  few  weeks 
ago,  with  an  attendance  of  over  one  hundred  mem- 
bers, there  being  quite  a  number  present  from  oth- 
er congregations.  Last  September,  at  their  first 
love  feast,  there  were  only  about  forty  members 
present. 

Bro.  Ellis  went  by  private  conveyance  across  the 
country,  to  visit  the  Brethren  at  Starkweather  and 
Cando,  leaving  the  writer  to  return  to  Devil's 
Lake,  and  go  by  railroad  to  Church's  Ferry  and 
meet  him  at  Cando.  We  found  quite  a  number  of 
Brethren  living  in  and  around  Devil's  Lake,  most 
of  them  working  at  their  trade  (carpentering). 

At  Cando  we  found  over  one  hundred  members 
belonging  to  that  congregation,  under  the  charge 
of  Bro.  A.  B.  Peters.  They  were  at  the  time  haul- 
ing stone  for  the  foundation  of  the  new  church- 
house, which  they  are  going  to  build  in  the  Breth- 
ren's settlement,  about  nine  miles  west  of  Cando. 
We  also  learn  that  they  have  all  the  necessary 
funds  subscribed  to  build  and  pay  for  the  church- 
building. 

Leaving  Bro.  Ellis  to  continue  his  visit,  I  start- 
ed to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  well  pleased  with  my  trip 
among  the  Brethren  in  North  Dakota. 

G.  L.  McDonaugh. 
a,  Pa. 


From  Southwestern  Missouri. 

Saturday,  June  26,  wife  and  I  were  called  twenty 
miles  north  and  six  miles  east  of  the  famous  Eldo- 
rado Springs,  to  hold  some  meetings.  The  meet- 
ings were  held  at  the  home  of  friend  Jos.  E.  David- 
son. Here  we  had  good  attendance  and  attention. 
On  Sunday  the  aged  mother  of  Mr.  Davidson  was 
brought  into  the  fold  through  baptism.  She  was  a 
constant  reader  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  for 
twelve  years.  She  was  thoroughly  converted  by 
.  reading  it  and  comparing  it  with  the  Word.  Oth- 
ers seem  near  the  kingdom.  Some  who  wanted  to 
unite  with  us,  were  hindered  by  various  causes. 
We  trust  the  causes  may  be  soon  removed.  Here 
is  a  field  rich  with  golden  sheaves  and  no  one  to 
reap.  Who  will  come  down  and  help  us?  There 
is  plenty  of  room  for  God's  careful  workmen. 
Drop  us  a  letter  with  stamp,  if  you  want  plenty  of 
work,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  give  you  all  the  infor- 
mation you  desire. 

Saturday,  June  27,  we  went  over  to  Sandstone, 
Vernon  County,  to  hold  meetings  over  Sunday. 
We   had   good    congregations.     Monday    morning 


one  was  baptized.  The  cause  at  this  place  is 
tainly  prosperous.  Since  last  Christmas  eight  have 
been  received  by  baptism  and  six  by  letter.  We 
think  a  number  more  are  counting  the  cost.  If  the 
proper  arrangements  can  be  made,  we  will  be  with 
the  Brethren  there,  in  a  series  of  meetings  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Thursday  morning,  July  2,  brethren  C.  J.  Beydler, 
John  Fowler  and  the  writer  started  for  Adrian, 
Bates  Co.,  to  attend  their  council,  July  4.  We  had 
a  very  enjoyable  season  together  with  those  of  like 
precious  faith.  Here  we  made  our  home  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  The  council  was  characterized  by  a 
Christian  spirit  throughout.  A  large  amount  of 
business  was  transacted  very  satisfactorily.  On 
our  return  we  stopped  at  Nevada,  Where  the  writer 
had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  an  excellent  dis- 
course by  Eld.  W.  M.  Harvey,  of  Jasper,  Mo.  He 
has  charge  of  the  church  at  Nevada.  The  church 
at  this  place  is  moving  along  as  well  as  can  be  ex- 
pected. There  is  a  prospect  for  an  ingathering  at 
no  distant  day.  Some  members  have  moved  in 
and  seem  to  be  well  satisfied,  and  others  are  calcu- 
lating on  coming.  None  but  loyal  members,  that 
are  in  sympathy  with  our  principles  throughout, 
can  expect  to  do  much  here.  If  the  principles  of 
the  Scriptures,  as  practiced  by  the  church,  are 
worth  anything,  they  are  worth  everything. 

W.  H.  Miller. 
Jirico  Springs,  Mo. 


Notes  and  Jottings. 


I  It  is  said  that  an  active  political  campaign  great- 
ly affects  the  commercial  interests  of  a  country.  I 
add  that  it  seriously  affects  the  religious  zeal  of 
many  communities.  Many  patriotic  men  are  de- 
ploring the  broken  and  fragmentary  condition  of  our 
political  world.  Dear  reader,  have  we  not  greater 
need  of  deploring  the  broken  and  fragmentary  con- 
dition of  the  religious  world?  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
the  political  world  is,  as  a  mass,  a  mere  Babel  of 
confusion.  Is  it  not  easily  seen  that  the  religious 
world,  for  some  time,  has  been  repeating  the  old 
history  of  building  the  tower  of  Babel?  They 
could  not  understand  each  other  then;  neither  do 
they  now.  How  sad  that  we  are  such  dull  students! 
The  National  Christian  Association,  with  their 
publishing  house  at  Chicago,  has  grown  to  be  a 
mammoth  affair.  The  Cynosure  is  their  organ. 
Among  their  workers  are  men  and  women  of  mas- 
ter minds.  In  No.  46  is  a  brief  outline  and  picture 
of  one  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Carnes,  whose  home  is  in  De- 
troit. She  is  spending  the  summer  in  Massachusetts. 
We  quote  a  few  of  her  words  as  follows:  '  I  have  riot 
been  an  indifferent  spectator  of  men  and  move- 
ments for  the  last  three- fourths  of  a  century;  and  it 
has  pleased  my  Heavenly  Father  to  allow  me  to 
take  some  humble  part  in  the  eventful  issue  of 
Emancipation,  Prohibition,  and  aid  in  the  exposure 
of  the  secret  lodge  system  ...  So  deep  and  thor- 
ough is  my  conviction  that  no  minister  of  Christ 
can  remain  in  these  lodges;  I  will  not  listen  to  the 
preaching  of  one  of  them  if  I  know  it.  Such  minis- 
ters, when  tested  by  the  Word  of  God,  are  counter- 
feits, hypocrites  and  impostors,  or  else  they  are  irre- 
sponsible for  want  of  intelligence.  A  minister  who 
is  under  oath,  enforced  by  a  penalty  of  death,  to 
conceal  crime,  murder,  treason  not  excepted,  is  not 
a  minister  of  Christ.  He  is  a  wolf  in  sheep's  cloth- 
ing, a  counterfeit,  a  spiritual  corpse  in  the  house  of 
God."  These  are  burning  words,  but  I  quote  them 
as  all,  all  true.  t.  j.  R0SENBERGER, 

Prayers  Answered. 

To-day,  in  Clay  Center,  soon  after  the  Rock  Is- 
land train  came  in,  a  stranger  came  to  our  door. 
To  our  surprise  it  was  Eld.  C.  C.  Root,  of  Ozawkie, 
sent  to  the  scattered  members  of  Clay  Center' 
Pra.se  the  Lord,  for  he  has  heard  our  prayers  and 
petitions  for  help  in  this  sinful  city!  Bro.  Root 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings,  July  4,  at  the 
mission  hall.  Although  the  place  was  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  city,  large  audiences  came  to  hear 
what  the  dear  brother  had  to  say.  He  broke  to 
them  the  precious  Word  with  might  and  power,  so 


that  saint  and  sinner  received  their  due  portion. 
He  preached  fifteen  sermons  in  all.  Two  came  out 
on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized.  Two  were 
reclaimed.     All  this  caused  great  rejoicing.  , 

We  met  in  council  July  18.  With  the  help  0f 
our  brother  all  things  were  adjusted  pleasantly 
There  are  eighteen  members  in  this  city.  Some 
brethren  came  fifteen  and  eighteen  miles  to  enjoy 
the  meetings  with  us.  All  realized  that  their  spir- 
itual  strength  is  renewed.  The  elder's  son,  A.  C 
Root,  also  came  July  18.  May  God  ever  bless  the 
missionary  cause  in  sending  us  help  in  time  of 
need. 

This  is  a  place  where  the  Brethren's  doctrine  has 
never  been  preached  in  full  before.  We  were  made 
to  look  up  and  take  new  courage  to  press  forward 
to  the  mark  of  the  prize  which  is  set  before  us 
looking  to  Jesus  Christ  for  the  reward  which  is  for 
the  faithful.  May  the  Good  Lord  give  us  strength 
to  keep  the  precious  seed  watered  till  our  brother 
returns  again!  Mary  S.  Lake. 

July  21. 

From  the  Couuille  Valley  Church,  Oregon. 

Our  feast  of  June  20  was  well  attended.  At  that 
time  an  election  for  two  deacons  was  held.  The 
lot  fell  upon  brethren  Hezekiah  Root  and  Chas. 
Barklow.  They,  with  their  companions,  were  in- 
stalled into  that  office  on  the  following  Sunday 
morning.     Bro.  John  Bonewitz  officiated. 

Since  our  last  report  three  have  united  with  the 
church  by  holy  baptism.  May  they  (though 
young)  be  valiant  soldiers  for  Christ. 

The  brethren  and  sisters  at  Myrtle  Point  contin- 
ue their  weekly  prayer-meetings.  At  Norway  we 
meet  every  Friday  evening  for  Bible  study,  which 
is  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  U.  G.  Stiverson.  "Studies 
of  the  Four  Gospels,"  by  J.  L.  Hurlbut,  is  the  work 
we  use,  and  we  find  it  both  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive. 

We  miss  brother  and  sister  Anderson  very  much. 
They,  with  their  family,  have  moved  from  here, 
and  expect  to  locate  in  California.  Should  minis- 
tering brethren  pass-  through  Oregon,  we  very 
much  desire  that  they  give  the  church  in  Coos 
County  a  visit.  Sarah  A.  VanDyke. 

Norway,  Oregon. 


A  Letter  Home. 


Dear  Brethren  in  tlie  Lord: — 

May  the  Holy  Spirit  in  His  fullness  be  your 
abundant  portion!  I  wish  to  write  briefly  to-night 
to  each  one  of  my  Brethren  in  the  United  States, 
to  each  one  of  those  of  like  precious  faith,  con- 
cerning a  very  important  matter,  and  I  choose  this 
method  to  reach  you  all.  So  please  consider  the 
letter  a  personal  one. 

There  is  now  in  the  United  States,  our  own  dear 
home  country,  a  young  man  somewhere, — 1  do  not 
know  exactly  where  he  is,  but  this  I  know,  he  is 
looking  at  Christian  people  generally,  to  see  what 
company  of  believers  walks  most  according  to 
both  the  Word  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Gospel.  He 
has  seen  a  good  deal  of  inconsistent  Christianity. 
He  has  seen  many  high-living,  high-walking  fol- 
lowers after  our  lowly  Jesus.  He  has  accepted 
the  fact  that  Christ  is  the  Savior,  but  he  hasn't  de- 
cided yet  just  what  he  will  do  or  how  he  will  walk- 
in  the  Christian  service. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  he  may  come  to  one  of  our 
meetings  one  of  these  days,  and  I  do  wish  that  he 
may  receive  the  best  impressions.  He  is  not  all 
he  ought  to  be  himself,  but  he  wants  to  see  the 
perfect  life  manifest  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
profess  to  follow  it.  In  the  first  place,  he  has 
looked  up  the  reasons  we  give  for  the  faith  we 
have,  and  he  is  rather  favorably  impressed  with 
the  doctrine,  but  he  wants  to  see  how  we,  who' 
:ess  so  much  more  than  others,  conduct  our- 
selves generally.  He  recognizes  a  great  humility 
n  the  act  of  feet-washing,  and  he  expects  to  see 
1  good  deal  of  humility  coupled  with  loving  self- 
sacrifice.  Now,  please,  don't  let  him  be  disap- 
pointed in  you.  He  will  sit  among  the  strangers 
in  the  meeting— don't  miss  hint.     Don't  go  greet- 
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ing  the  brethren  until  all  the  visitors  are  gone. 
Rather  seek  the  strangers  first,  make  their  ac- 
quaintance, find  out  their  spiritual  standing,  and 
try  to  help  them  to  come  up  higher  in  the  Chris- 
tian life.  Go  and  greet  the  brethren  afterwards, 
and  make  him  (the  stranger)  acquainted  with 
others,  and  if  you  sometimes  wear  a  ring,  or  showy 
chain,  or  costly  apparel,  lay  it  aside  before  you 
go  to  meeting,  for  he  will  see  that,  perhaps,  and 
I  know  he  will  be  greatly  confused  in  trying  to 
associate  those  things  with  the  life  of  humility. 
And  as  you  may  meet  him  during  the  week,  I 
suggest  that  when  you  have  laid  those  objectionable 
artifices  aside  to  go  to  meeting,  don't  wear  them 
any   more.     He   is   a   man,   a  good  man,  a  strong 


town,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  Sept.  23,  1S96,  in  honor 
of  our  pioneer  fathers  and  mothers,  and  to  strength- 
en in  each  other's  breast  the  spirit  of  brotherhood. 
We  also  request  every  Leedy  family  in  the  East, 
West,  North  and  South  to  send  the  writer  a  com- 
plete family  genealogy.  We  desire  to  trace  the 
Leedy  genealogy  back  to  the  time  when  our  ances- 
tors came  to  the  United  States.  Who  can  furnish 
us  this  information?  Isaac  Leedy. 

Ankcnytown,  Ohio. 


soul  and  w< 
Another  thing.     He 


ch  hi! 


■  llhtl 


xpect  to  see  a  sj 
life.  He  will  be  much  disappointed  if  he  hears  a 
dry,  sleepy  sermon,  if  he  sees  any  of  the  members 
nodding  with  closed  eyes,  if  any  prayer  is  just  a 
mere  repetition  of  words,  applicable  to  nothing  in 
particular,  or  if  the  conversations  before  and  after 
the  service  drift  to  non-religious  matters.  He  will 
expect  to  see  every  one  who  is  "  one  of  the  num- 
ber," full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  will  expect  to 
hear  something  about  home  and  foreign  missions 
in  the  sermon,  prayers  and  conversations.  He 
will  expect  the  singing  to  be  "  with  the  spirit  and 
the  understanding,"  and  if  it  drags  along,  or  if 
some  don't  sing,  or  if  all  don't  sing  with  their 
might,  he  will  be  puzzled.  If  he  perceives  any 
discord  among  the  harmonious  lives  of  the  saints 
he  will  surely  go  elsewhere  for  a  churchhome,  for 
he  thinks  that  the  power  of  the  Gospel,  through 
Christ,  is  strong  enough  to  make  His  people  mani- 
festly a  saved  people. 

Now,  brethren  beloved,  look  out  for  this  young 
man  soon.  He  may  come  next  Sunday, — maybe 
not.  If  he  don't,  some  one  like  him  will  come  and 
lie  must  be  saved. 

Pray  for  us,  that  we  also  may  be  true  to  the 
cause  we  have  espoused,  and  that  we  may  walk 
humbly  and  very  earnestly,  laying  self  up 
.'altar  of  sacrifice  always 
and  for  His  name's  sake. 


ording  to  His  Word 


W.  B.  Stover. 


Bulsar,  India. 


From  the  South  Loup  Church,  Nebr. 

3ro.  C.  B.  Smith  came  to  us  July  6,  and  preached 
eight  able  sermons.  Bro.  S.  M.  Forney  then  came 
■on  the  eleventh.  We  held  our  love  feast  at  the 
house  of  the  undersigned,  in  our  tabernacle.  One 
was  received  by  letter,  and  three  by  baptism,  be- 
sides three  previously  mentioned.  We  had  a  very 
pleasant  meeting  and  a  good  interest  was  shown. 
We  were  truly  glad  to  have  our  dear  brother  come 
in  our  midst,  and  feel  that  God  has  blessed  his 
work  here.  We  hope  he  will  come  to  us  again  and 
finish  up  his  work,  for  we  feel  that  there  is  a  great 
work  to  be  done  here. 

We  held  an  election  for  two  deacons.  The  lot 
fell  on  brethren  J.  C.  Wright  and  J.  Ward,  who  were 
duly  installed  into  their  offices.  We  would  be  glad 
to  have  any  of  the  Brethren  to  come  and  preach  to 
us  whenever  they  can,  if  any  should  be  passing 
this  way.  J.  C.  Wright. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Middle  District  of  Iowa. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  learn  that  Eld.  S.  M. 
Goughenour,  who  moved  to  Colorado  from  this 
church  two  years  ago,  has  moved  back  to  this 
place  again.  As  the  writer  lives  on  Bro.  Goughen- 
our's  farm,  he  will  gladly  make  room  for  him,  but 
will  himself  be  necessitated  to  change  location, 
and  will  appreciate  the  assistance  of  the  brethren 
and  sisters  t( 
make  a  long  move. 

Ankeny,  Iowa,  July  23 


litable  location,  preferring  not  to 


The  Leedy  Reunion. 


We  hereby  extend  a  pressing  invitation  to  every 
Leedy  family  and  to  all  their  connections  by  mar- 
nage,  to  attend  the  Leedy  Reunion,  near  Ankeny- 


From  the  Round  Mountain  Church,  Ark. 

Though  I  have  not  reported  for  some  time,  that 

no  sign   that  I    am   idle   in  the    Master's  cause. 

have  been  to  Locust  Mountain  several  times,  and 

so  once  to  Auntsville.     At  each  of  those  places 

6  hold  quarterly  councils,  as  well  as  here,  for  the 

;uefit  of  the  members  living  at  those  places.     At 

1  of  our  last  quarterly  councils  peace  ruled. 

July  10  son,  daughter,  wife  and  I  went  to  Benton 

County,  three  miles   southwest  of   Rogers,  where 

we  had  meetings  the   same  evening.     There  was  a 

good  attendance  of  people.     Next  day  we  went  to 

Rogers  and  in  the  afternoon  to  Bentonville.     Bro. 

Jacob  and  sister  Getz  live  there  and  they  are  active 

about  their   Father's   business.    We   had 

that  evening   and   Sunday    morning  in  thi 

with  fair   attendance.     That  evening  we  wi 

to  the  first  place  and  preached  to    a  larg 

in  an  arbor  in  the  woods. 

That  neighborhood  is  a  large,  wel'-'l 
country.  Crops  are  very  good.  It  wou 
good  place  for  some  of  our  members,  w 
some  means,  to  locate,  and  help  carry  on  t 
work  in  Arkansas.     It  is  not  a  land 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  n  thirsty  sou!,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 

Silver  Lake  Church,  Nebr.— Since  our  last  re- 
port one  more  has  been  added  to  our  small  num- 
ber by  baptism.  Brethren,  pray  for  us  that  we 
may  hold  out  faithful!  -Lydia  Evans,  July  12. 

Clear  Creek  Church,  Mo.— The  Brethren  met  in 
quarterly  council  July  II.  All  business  passed  off 
very  pleasantly.  One  letter  of  membership  was 
granted.  We  have  decided  to  have  our  love  feast 
Sept.  19,  commencing  at  two  o'clock.  We  will 
have  one  week's  meetings  before  the  feast  by  our 
home  minister. — Lucy  Htubakcr,  Little  Rock,  Mo. 
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were  baptized,  and  more 
Others  are  counting  the 
under  Bro.  Mohler's 
ingly,  because  of  his  pi 
is  not  a  respecter  of  pi 


prea 


WHAT  IS  MAN? 

(Canclurtcd  from  Pas'  («•) 
earthen  vessels;  that  the  excellency  of  the  power 
may  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us."  "  Therefore  we  are 
always  confident,  knowing  that  whilst  we  are  at 
home  in  the  body,  we  are  absent  from  the  Lord:  we 
are  confident,  I  say;  and  willing  rather  to  be  absent 
from  the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord." 
2  Cor.  4:  7;  5:  6-8.  The  "we,"  that  is  speaking 
above,  is  the  inner  man,— the  soul.  The  duality  of 
man  is  taught  and  sustained  beyond  all  doubt  in 
God's  Word,  to  all  that  believe. 

The  inner  man  does  not  cease  to  exist  at  death, 
but  continues  to  exist  in  a  conscious  state,  both  the 
righteous  and  the  unrighteous.  Does  not  the  Bi- 
ble teach,  that  the  wicked  die?  Yes,  the  Bible 
teaches  that  the  sinner  is  now  dead.  The  whole 
human  family  was  dead  when  Christ  came.  "For 
if  Christ  died  for  all,  then  we  are  all  dead."  2  Cor. 
5;  14.  We  do  not  understand,  that  the  human  fam- 
ily was  extinct,  or  that  they  were  inanimate,  or  did 
not  exist  in  a  conscious  state,  but  they  were  dead 
to  their  eternal  interests, — separated  from  God  and 
righteousness.  They  were  enslaved  in  the  service 
of  sin,  and  were  living  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against 
God.  Every  person  that  is  living  in  sin  is  now 
dead, — separated  from  God  and  their  soul's  salva- 
tion, and  if  they  remain  in  this  state  of  death  until 
the  separation  of  soul  and  body,— physical  death,— 
they  will  appear  at  the  judgment  bar  of  the  great 
God,  and  be  condemned  to  the  second  death,— sep- 
aration from  God  and  the  glory  of  His  power. 

The  death  of  the  body,  or  separation  of  soul  and 
body,  is  not  the  first  death,  because  that  brings  the 
child  of  God  nearer  to  his  heavenly  home,  neither 
does  it  separate  the  wicked  from  God.  Sin  does 
that;  but  the  first  death  has  reference  to  those  who 
are  now  dead,— enslaved  in  sin.  "  The  wages  of  sin 
is  death,"  and  sin  separates  its  devotees  from  God 
in  this  life,  as  well  as  in  the  life  to  come.  "The 
hour  is  coming  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  (sinners) 
shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God;  and  they 
that  hear  (heed)  shall  live."  "  Awake,  thou  that 
sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall 
give  thee  light."  We  come  out  of  a  state  of  death 
into  a  state  of  life  through  Christ,  otherwise  we  re- 
main dead  through  time  and  eternity. 
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Milford  Station,  Pa.— On  the  evening  of  June  18, 
four  more  precious  souls  asked  the  writer  to  bap- 
tize them.  After  a  proper  examination,  as  regards 
their  faith,  they  were  baptized  in  Coxe's  Creek. 
These  four  brethren  are  all  young  in  years, — chil- 
dren of  four  different  families.  This  makes  nine 
added  by  baptism  to  this  little  arm  of  the  Middle 
Creek  church,  and  four  by  letter,  in  less  than  one 
year.  The  writer  also  baptized  one  brother  near 
Kingwood,  Pa.,  June  8,  when  filling  the  regular  ap- 
pointment at  that  place.  Our  Sunday  school,  at 
the  Union  church,  is  moving  along  nicely.— iV.  B. 
Christner. 

Blue  Mound  Church,  Texas.— Bro.  J.  F.  Neher, 
wile  and  child  arrived  at  our  place  July  10.  We 
met  in  quarterly  council  at  Bro.  F.  K.  Bowman's, 
July  14,  with  Bro.  J.  F.  Neher  presiding  over  the 
meeting.  All  business  was  disposed  of  very  pleas- 
antly. We  decided  to  send  brethren  F.  K.  and  J. 
A.  Bowman  as  delegates  to  District  Meeting.  Bro. 
Neher  preached  in  all  ten  very  able  discourses. 
There  were  no  accessions,  but  the  good  seed  was 
sown  and  we  trust  to  the  Lord  for  a  harvest.  We 
held  our  love  feast  July  18,  which  was  well  attend- 
ed by  attentive  listeners. — Lizzie  Bowman,  Sagin- 
aw, Texas. 


nday,  July  12,  the  Sun- 
church,  of  Uniontown, 
conducting  the  yearly 
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Uniontown,  Pa. — On  Su 
day  school  of  the  Brethren 
Pa.,  met  for  the  purpose  o 
Children's  Day  exercises, 
ber  of  our  friends  came  in. 
dent,  Bro.  Jacob  M.  Johnsc 
ing  by  the  usual  exercises, 
been  arranged,  was  takei 
declamations,  readings,  and  address,  bore  evidence 
of  preparation,  and  thus  impressed  their  truths 
the  more  forcibly.  Specially  prepared  music  from 
the  "  Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book  "  was 
an  inspiring  feature  of  the  meeting.—  Carman  C. 
Johnson.  July  21. 

Barry,  111.— I  have  located  in  the  Hadley  Creek 
congregation,  near  Barry,  Pike  Co.,  III.  This  arm 
of  the  church  has  been  without  a  resident  minister 
for  about  ten  years  and  has  had  some  very  dark 
days.  They  were  without  Sunday  school  and 
regular  preaching  when  I  came  here.  We  now 
have  a  Brethren's  Sunday  school  in  the  church, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  twenty-five.  We 
use  the  Brethren's  literature.  I  think  the  Breth- 
ren schools  ought  to  use  our  own  literature.  We 
believe  in  living  out  the  teachings  of  Christ;  so  we 
should  teach  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  as  understood 
and  interpreted  by  the  church.  We  have  regular 
preaching  four  times  per  month,  with  increasing 
congregations.  We  feel  encouraged  over  the  pros- 
pects. Paul  may  plant  and  Apollos  may  water,  but 
God  giveth  the  increase.  Brethren  and  sisters, 
pray  for  us!— B.  F.  Brittjuly  13. 
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Address  Wanted.— I  would  like  th 
address  of  Kro.  Samuel  Harader,  foi 
merly  of  Mount  Vernon,  S.  Dak.—  K 
G.  Cook,  Bijou  Hills,  S.  Dak. 

Kingman  Church,  Kans. — We  me 
in  council  June  13.  All  business 
passed  off  pleasantly.  We  decided 
to  hold  a  love  feastt  two  and  one- 
half  miles  southwest  of  Cleveland, 
Oct.  17  and  18,  but  noticing  that  our 
neighbor  congregation  have  theirs  the 
same  time,  we  have  changed  ours  to 
Sept.  19.  — /.  J.  Bowser,  Cleveland, 
Kans.,July  iS. 

Walnut  Creek  Church,  Mo.— The 
members  of  thjs  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  July  4,  and  enjoyed  a 
very  pleasant  meeting.  We  decided 
to  hold  a  love  feast  and  series  of 
meetings  this  fall,  and  to  get  Bro. 
Charles  Yearout,  of  Kansas,  to  do  the 
preaching.  We  also  decided  to  con- 
tinue our  Sunday  school  all  winter. — 
Kate  Maxwell,  July  iS. 

Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.— Our  little  band 
was  again  made  to  rejoice  to  see  two 
wanderers  return  to  the  Father's 
house,— Bro.  Barnett  and  wife,  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  Catho- 
lic church  for  a  long  time,  but  be 
came  tired  of  that  form  of  worship 
which  has  so  little  Christ  in  it.  They 
were  made  happy  by  uniting  ■ 
on  the  old  Gospel  platform,  and  were 
buried  by  baptism.—/.  Ahner.Ju/y  12. 
Brice,  Mich.— One  more  was  re- 
ceived into  the  New  Haven  church, 
Mich.,  by  baptism  on  Sunday,  July 
12.  It  was  Bro.  John  Bollinger,  son 
of  Benjamin  Bollinger,  both  of  whom 
were  known  to  many  friends  in  Ohio. 
The  same  day  Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick 
was  again  with  us  (his  home  church), 
and  preached  for  us.  We  are  hopeful 
of  his  locating  in  Michigan  for  the 
coming  school  year,  as  we  greatly 
need  his  labors.—/.  »'.  Chambers,  July 


Garnett,  Kans.— The  Cedar  Creek 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  July 
18.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting. 
All  business  was  transacted  in  a  Chris- 
tian-like manner.  We  appointed  our 
love  feast  for  Oct.  21,  at  3  P.  M.    Ar- 


ngements 


to 


re  money  for  missionary  purposes. 
0  more  have  been  added  to  our 
nber,  lately,  by  baptism, — a  hus- 
d  and  his  wife. —  Wm.  C.  Watkins, 
July  20. 

Syracuse,  Ind. — The  love  feast  of 
he  Solomon's  Creek  congregation 
ccurred  June  25.  We  were  in  the 
lidst  of  wheat  harvest  and  the  click 
f  the  binder  could  be  heard  on  every 
and.  As  usual,  our  large  house  was 
filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  with  com- 
lunicants.  Many  congregations  were 
epresented.  At  this  meeting  the 
linisterial  force  was  large.  Bio.  L. 
'.  Holsinger,  of  North  Manchester, 
fficiated.     Bro.  Hirar 
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Duncansville,  Pa.— We  decided  to 
hold  a  harvest  meeting  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  20,  in  the  Lamersville  house. 
We  expect  some  visiting  brother  who 
has  been  called,  to  come  and  assist 
in  the  preaching  and  children's  serv- 
ices. A  cordial  invitation  is  extended 
to  all.  Yesterday  our  services  were  in 
the  Lamersville  church.  After  listen- 
ing to  a  good  sermon  by  our  elder,  J. 
A.  Sell,  we  repaired  to  the  river  near 
by,  where  Bro.  Sell  baptized  a  very 
good  brother  and  citizen,— a  father  of 
a  family.— D.  S.  Replogle.July  20. 

Verdigris  Church,  Kans.— We  had 
a  feast  here  that  will  long  be  remem- 
bered by  some,  as  it  was  the  first  one 
ever  attended  by  some  and  probably 
the  last  for  others.  There  were  three 
brethren  at  the  tables  past  seventy 
eight  years.  Ministerial  help  was  am 
pie.  Bro.  A.  M.  Dickey,  of  McPher- 
son,  Kans.,  officiated.  Eld.  Georg 
Studebaker,  from  Fredonia,  Kans 
was  here  and  gave  us  some  grand  les 
sons.  Just  before  starting  to  th 
feast  we  were  cailed  to  Grandm 
Frank's  to  witness  the  baptism  of  he 
daughter,  which  was  attended  to  by 
Bro.  W.  H.  Leaman.  Sunday 
ing  at  ten  we  had  a  Sunday 
meeting.  The  brethren  gave  1 
good  lessons  on  Sunday  school  work 
and  how  to  conduct  a  school  success 
fully.  —  Henry  Showalter,  Madison, 
Kans.,  July  20. 


Arizona,  for  the  be 
—L.A.NeffJuly  10. 

Chippewa  Creek  Church,  Mich.— 
Our  love  feast  was  a  feast  to  the  soul. 
Our   house   was   not  large  enough    to 
hold  all  that  came  to  hear  the  Word 
preached.      This    church    decided    at 
that  time  to   have  a  love  feast   again 
Oct.    17.     We    expect    to    commence 
a  series  of  meetings  about  a  week  be- 
fore, and  continue  as  long  as  we  can 
:ep  up  the  interest,  be  it  a  week  or 
month.     Brethren    in    Ohio    or    In- 
Hia,  who    are    thinking    of  visiting 
r  country  this  fall,  will  please  make 
note  of  this  and  try  to  be  with  us. 
il    are    welcome.—  Wm.    F.   Jehnzen, 
July  20, 

Jeffersonville,  Ohio.— Our  love  feas't 
>ccurred  July  18  and  19.  A  number 
)f  brethren  and  sisters  were  present 
rom  Circleville,  Frankfort  and  Wash- 
ngton  churches.  Brethren  Daniel  M. 
Garver,  James  May  and  Charles  May 
Bro.  Garver  officiated. 
About  twenty  members  suirounded 
the  Lord's  table.  Three  came  out  on 
the  Lord's  side,  and  were  baptized. 
Some  are  near  the  kingdom.  We  had 
a  children's  meeting  on  Sunday  at  3 
P.  M.  Bro.  D.  M.  Garver  gave  the 
children  a  good  talk.  His  subject 
was  1  Sam.  2:  19,  "  A  Little  Coat." 
There  was  a  large  crowd  present  at 
the  baptism—  Wiley  Dolby,  July  21. 

Cedar  Lake  Church,  Ind.— We  held 
our  harvest  meeting  July  12,  in 
Brown's  Grove,  five  miles  south  of 
Butler.  Ministers  present  were  breth- 
ren John  Killion,  Henry  Steckley  and 
David  Coover.  Bro.  Steckley  held 
forth  the  Word  with  great  power,  fol- 
lowed by  Bro.  John  Killion.  Some 
were  almost  persuaded  to  be  Chris 
tians.  We  had  a  grand  harvest 
or  thanksgiving  meeting.  Although 
there  were  but  a  few  members  present, 
the  meeting  was  an  interesting  one. 
All  seemed  to  give  good  attention  to 
the  Word  spoken.  Bro.  Steckley 
spoke  in  the  afternoon  to  a  large 
audience  on  some  doctrinal  points. 
The  writer  was  chosen  lo  the  minis- 
try in  the  Progressive  Brethren  church, 
about  three  years  ago,  but  recently 
was  moved,  by  the  Word  of  God,  to 
return  to  the  church  with  which  he 
was  formerly  identified.     It  has  taught 

me  a  lesson  never  to  be  forgotten. 

John  H.  Topper,  Newville,  Ind. 


BACON— METZGER;— At  th 
the  groom's  brother  :     ' 


the  grooms  brother  in-law,  in  Bement,  111., 
by  the  undersigned,  July  ig,  1806,  Bro.  Syl- 
vester Bacon  and  sister  Annie  Metzger,  both 
of  Piatt  County,  111.  s.  S.  Miller. 


A  Forgotten  Feast  — Never!  The 
reporter  just  neglected  to  report  it, 
It  will  never  be  forgotten.  It  was 
held  at  the  appointed  time  and  the 
public  services  were  conducted  by 
young  ministers,— all  but  one  in  the 
first  sdegree  of  the  ministry,  and  he 
had  been  but  recently  advanced  to 
the  second  degree.  They  acquitted 
themselves  nobly  and  we  were  richly 
fed  on  the  Bread  of  Life.  Two  more 
ministers  came  in  later.  Bro.  Em- 
manuel Shank  officiated.  The  Good 
Father  bless  these  young  ambassadors, 
spiritually,  temporally  and  eternally, 
for  these  labors  of  love.  Six  were 
baptized  since  the  feast. — John  Calvin 
Bright,  New  Lebanon,  Ohio. 

Crowson  Church,  Tenn.—  Brethren 
J.  R.  Wellington  and  D.  R.  Richards, 
of  Indiana,  and  their  wives,  arrived 
here  July  7,  and  began  preaching. 
On  Saturday,  July  1 1,  they  organized 
irch  at  this  place,  of  seventeen 
icrs.  Among  that  number  were 
two  preachers  and  three  deacons. 
Bro.  J.  B.  Lehman  was  advancer. 
the  full  ministry.  The  brethr 
stay  was  short,  but  while  with  us  they 
preached  eleven  sermons  in  all,  which 
seemed  to  be  very  much  appreciated. 
Although  there  were  no  accessions  to 
the  church,  some  good  impressions 
were  made.  We  greatly  stand  in  need 
of  a  house  of  worship.  What  a  vast 
field  lies  before  us!  We  pray  the 
Lord  to  send  more  laborers  into  this 
part  of  the  South.  The  brethren  and 
left  us  July  15  for  the  New 
Hope  church,  near  McKenzie,  Tenn., 
isit  that  part  of  the  South  and  to 
ch  to  the  isolated  members  of 
that  place.— C.  W.  Davis,  July  16. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


idence  of 


FALLEN  *  ASLEEP  . . 


HOCRENBARGER— In  the  Pigeon  River 
church,  Ind.,  June  27,  1896,  Bro.  Harmon 
Hockenbarger,  aged  84  years,  7  months  and 
o  days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  breth- 
en  M.  C.  Shotts  and  I.  N.  Snowberger. 

J.  W.  Fast. 

LICHTENWALTER. -At  Madisonburg, 
)hio,  July  11,  i8q6,  Wm.  M.  Lichtenwalter! 
aged  77  years,  5  months  and  12  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Stark  County,  Ohio.  He 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Sprankle  on  Aug. 
29,  1844.  They  reared  five  children,— three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. He  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
May  25,  1S60.  He  was  called  to  serve  as  dea- 
con, in  which  office  he  served  until  his  death. 
Funeral  services  by  the  home  ministers  of  the 
Chippewa  congregation. 

Lizzie  M.  Wieand. 
STONER  —  In  the  Raccoon  Creek  congre- 
ition,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ind.,  May  14,  1806, 
of  old  age,  Bro.  David  Stoner,  aged  89  years! 
11  months  and  19  days.  Father  Stoner  was 
born  in  Botetourt  County,  Va.  He  located  in 
Indiana  in  1837,  and  was  married  to  Ann 
Deardorff  in  1850.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them,  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  His 
wife  and  two  daughters  preceded  him  to  the 
Spirit  world.  His  sympathies  were  always 
with  the  church,  but  he  did  not  unite  with 
it  till  Sept.  20,  1894.  Funeral  services  at  his 
home  by  Bro.  Wm.  R.  Harshbarger,  assisted 
by  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  from  Luke  23:  28. 

Lina  N.  Stoner. 


WINTER.-In  the  Raccoon  congregati0]1 
Montgomery  Co.,  Ind.,  at  the  home  of  Da  'i 
Stoner,  March  23,  1895,  sister  Catharine  Stone 
Winter,  of  Kendall,  Kans.,  aged  76  years  * 
months  and  20  days.  She  was  born  in  B  ' 
tourt  County,  Va.  She  moved  to  Indiana  when 
young  and  was  married  to  John  L.  Winter  in 
early  life.  Her  husband  and  two  childre 
preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  She  wa 
consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
for  about  forty-six  years.  She  came  to  visit 
her  brother  in  January,  1895,  when  she  con. 
traded  a  severe  cold,  which  developed  into 
pneumonia  and  caused  her  death.  Funeral 
services  at  Bethel,  in  the  Raccoon  Creek 
congregation,  by  Bro.  W.  R.  Harshbarger. 
Lina  N.  Stoner. 

DIEHL.-In  Marion,  Pa.,  June  7,  ,896,  Jer. 

niab  Diehl,  aged  71  years,  5  months  and  21 
days.  He  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
about  a  year  ago  and  was  an  earnest  Chris- 

an   in  his  last  days.    Funeral    services  by 

e  writer,  assisted  by  the  Brethren, 

J.  K.  Miller. 

TROUT.— Near  Deep  River 

I06,  Mrs.  Margaret  Trout  [m 
54  years,  6  months  and  3  days. 
Je 


Iowa,  July  i3l 
•■  Fosold),  aged 


1842.    At 
iking  her 
having  been  left  a  widow 
Funeral    by    the    under- 
itian  church,  Deep  River, 
towa,  trom  1  Sam.  20:  18. 

Isaac  Barnhizer. 

TEETER.— In  the  New  Enterprise  church, 
Pa.,  June  30,  1896,  sister  Catharine  Teeter! 
wife  of  Bro.  Samuel  Teeter,  aged  69  years, 
5  months  and  11  days.  Sister  Teeter  was  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 
a  long  time.  She  leaves  an  aged  husband 
(a  deacon  in  the  church),  five  daughters  and 
one  son.  All  except  one  are  members  of  the 
Brethren  church.  Sister  Teeter  was  an  in- 
valid for  about  twenty  years.  In  her  last 
illness  she  was  a  great  sufferer,  but  she  bore 
her  sufferings  with  Christian  patience  and 
anxiously  awaited  the  summons  to  go  to  her 
home  in  heaven.  Funeral  services  conducted 
by  Eld.  C.  L.  Buck  from  2  Cor.  5:  1. 

H.  A.  BlCK. 

MURRAY.— At  Painter  Creek,  Darke'Co, 
Ohio,  June  24,  1806,  Elizabeth  Murray,  wife  of 
Eld.  David  Murray  and  daughter  of  Eld. 
Daniel  and  Mary  Noffsinger,  aged  82  years, 
4  months  and  17  days.  Her  husband  died 
about  twelve  years  ago.  Since  then  she  has 
been  kindly  cared  for  by  her  devoted  daugh- 
ters. During  her  last  hours  on  earth  she  was 
tenderly  cared  for  by  her  daughter,— sister 
Ross, —assisted  by  her  other  affectionate 
daughters,  and  Mr.  Ross.  Her  remains  were 
taken  to  the  Salem  church.  Services  from  2 
Tim.  4:6-8,  and  2  Cor.  5:  1,  by  Eld.  Jesse 
Stulsman,  after  which  the  body  was  laid  by 
the  side  of  her  companion.     Levi  Minnich. 

FRAME.— In  the  Elkhart  Valley  church, 
Ind.,  July  3,  .806,  sister  Hannah  Frame,  wife 
of  N.  A.  Frame,  aged  about  67  years.  In  her 
twenty-second  year  she  united  with  the  church 
and  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life  until  the 
end.  A  few  days  before  her  death  she  called 
for  the  elders  of  the  church  and  received  the 
anointing  and  expressed  herself  as  ready  for 
the  change.  She  leaves  a  heart-broken  hus- 
band. Funeral  services  by  the  writer  and 
Eld.  Bemendorfer,  of  the  Progressive  Breth- 
ren, from  2  Tim.  4,  "I  have  fought  a  good 
fight,"  etc.  A,  H.  Puterhaugh, 

WOOD.— In  the  Fairview  church,  Mo„  June 
4,  1896,  Rosie  Elvie  Inmon  Wood,  aged  23 
years,  5  months  and  20  days.  Deceased  was 
married  to  Wm.  Wood  Jan.  29,  1S00.  She 
joined  the  Brethren  church  Aug.  21,  l8o(. 
Since  then  sister  Wood  has  lived  a  Christian 
life.  She  was  a  kind,  dutiful  daughter  and 
wife.  She  passed  away  in  full  triumph  of  a 
blessed  hope.  Funeral  by  brethren  B.  B.  and 
John  W.  Hylton  from  Rev.  7:  14. 

Nannie  Harman. 

METZGAR.— In  the  Ludlow  church,  near 
Red  River,  Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  July  8,  1806,  Bra 
David  Metzgar,  aged  59  years,  9  months  an 
28  days.  The  funeral  services  were  conduct- 
ed by  Eld.  Tobias  Kreider,  from  2  Tim.  i- 
6-8.  Interment  in  the  Newcomer  cemetery. 
Blood  poison,  caused  by  a  little  scratch  of  a 
nail  upon  the  toe,  was  the  cause  of  Bro.  Me'1' 
gar's  death,  who,  before  this,  was  seemingly 
n  good  health.  He  leaves  a  loving  wife  an 
me  son.  Levi  Minnich, 


August  I,  1896. 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSENGBB. 


WILLIAMS— In  the  Liberty  congregation 

Adams  Co..  Ill,  July  3.   1896.  sister  Evaline 

Williams,   wife  of  friend  John   A.   Wil- 

ms,   aged    5"   Jears    and    *  months.    She 

born    in    Boone    County,     Ky,    March 

1S46.    She  was  married  to  friend  John  A. 

Williams   Aug.    V,    18*3.     This    union   was 

lessed  with  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are 

ill  living,  and  all  were  present  at  the  funeral. 

-  Williams'  maiden  name  was  Coats,  she 

lighter  of  Win,  A.  Coats.    Deceased 

with  the  Brethren  church  last  August. 

ras  baptized  by  Eld.  George  W.  Cripe. 

uftered    greatly    from    cancer    for    four 

is.    Funeral  conducted  by  Eld    George 

\V  Cripe  in  the  grove  by  her  residence.    Text, 


Sister 


Rev, 


Robert  B.  Cab  it. 


YOUNG.— In    the    Mississinewa   congrega 
ion,  Delaware  Co,  Ind,  April  21,  1896,  sistei 
Mary  J-  (Flory)  Young,  wife  of  Bro.  Williarr 
,'oung,  aged    30  years,  8  months  and    H 
days.    She  united  with  the  Brethren  church 
when  about  fifteen  years  old.    She  was  united 
marriage   to  William    E.  Young,  Nov.  18, 
I,  in  Darke  County,  Ohio.    To  them  were 
1  seven  children,— one  child  having  pre- 
ceded her.    She  leaves  a  husband   and   six 
children.     Funeral    services   by    the    writer, 
from  a  text  selected  by  the  father,  Rev.  13:  14. 
Geo.  L.  Studeuaker. 

WARNER— In  the  Eel  River  church,  Ind., 
iuly  13,  1806,  sister  Catharine  Warner,  widow 
of  Conrad  Warner,  aged  74  years,  10  months 
28  days.  She  united  with  the  church  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years.  She  was  the  moth- 
f  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
Funeral  services  by  the 


Teeter's  Commentary. 


icans,  have  the 
entary,  because, 


Our  Publications. 


You  shou.d,  by  al 

New  Testament  Cor 

1    It  is  non -sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  vspecially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 


{1)  The  Authorized  (o: 
the  New  Testament. 
{2)  The  Revised  Versii 


Children  at  Work.  -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools, 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodic 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


by  Eld.  Leckri 


Dan 


,Sne 


NININGER.  —  In  Ashland,  Ore.,  Rogut 
£iver  Valley  church,  July  14,  1896,  of  diph 
hcria,  Minnie  Nininger,  daughter  of  Bro.  C 
E.  and  S.  A.  Nininger,  aged  11  years,  3  months 
111.I  0.  days.  Their  home  was  quarantined 
ience  none  of  the  family  were  allowed  to  at 
:end  the  burying.  She  was  buried  at  th( 
cemetery  near  Talent,  adjoining  our  church 
hjuue  lot.  Short  services  were  held  at  tht 
'grave  by  our  Brethren.  Susan  M.  Rhodes. 
/        ■'  


1  of  the  New  Testa 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religi 
weekly —published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
)r  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50 


VIRGINIA  IS  THE  PLACE. 


N.f,W. 


eek- 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated 
ly  for  the  young.     This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  school 
of  our  people. 


within  reach 


Ingle 


The  lands  of  the  old-time 
planters  are  now  being  di- 
vided and  sold  at  very  rea- 
sonable prices  and  on  terms  of  easy  pay- 
ments, afford  ng  an  opportunity  for  home 
seekers  and  investors  in  agricultural,  mineral 
and  timber  lands  to  secure  great  bargains. 
Some  of  the  Brethren  are  moving  In  the 
great  gardening  region  around  Norfolk,  where 
land  can  be  had  at  such  figures  as  to  make 
one  year's  crop  pay  for  the  whole  farm. 

If  high  lands  are  preferred,  well,  we  have 
them  in  the  Piedmont  region,  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  of  historical  fame,  and  in  the 
blue-grass  valleys  of  Southwest  Virginia. 

Arguments  in  a  Nutshell. 

1.  Delightful  climate. 

2.  Nearness  to  market. 

3.  Better  prices  for  farm  products. 

4.  Cheap  lauds, —from  $5.00  up. 
Brethren  desiring  more  information  can  get 

:  by  writing  to 


1  the  text. 

tes,  (a)  to  othei 


ctly  . 


*  W  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  i 


DISTRICT  HEETINGS. 


< ' !  1 ;.' r- 1 ' [_■  1 1 1 i . . 1 1 .    Hv.ckiny 


(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au^ 
thorized  Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au> 
thorized  Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  < 

(7)  The  references  in  the  n 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject 
with  it;  (£)  to  other  texts,  dir 
ject  or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  pe: 
sons.  (1)  It  will  impress  the  uncor 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come 

(2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 

m  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.    (3)  It  will 

aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 

New  Testament  lesson.    (4)  It  will  furnish 

minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 

;s,   sufficiently  expanded   for  the  ground- 

■k  of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 

of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.      The 

rint  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  (am 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 


the  sub- 


i/rtul 


Columbus,  Ohir 
PAUt-SCHERER, 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 

inced  classes.     !t    contains  the  lesson   text, 

id    a  complete    explanation    of    the    lesson 

throughout,     In    preparing    this  quarterly  we 

keep    constantly  ♦'in   view    the    needs    of  the 

Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Singlesubscrlptlon,  one  year 35  cents 

copies  and  over 3?4  cents  each 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


a-  .'-'.  (it  :'  1J.  M.,  (.'leiir  1'i-eek  uliurch,  near  Hun 

B.  27,  at  2  P.  M.,  Ognn's  Creek  churcb,  Ind. 
B.  28,  Prairie  View  churcb,  Morgan  Co.,  Mo. 
«.  29,  Deep  River,  Iowti. 
%■  20 and 80,  at  10  A.  M„  North  Solomon,  Kims 


"ir;>,: 


-M.,  S|)i-iii|,'  Creek cbu 
M.,  Olathe  churcb, 


I  A.  M.,  Boon  River  church 
,  Pleasant  Dale,  Adams  Co. 

,  Seneca  church,  Pendletoi 


ADVERTISEMENTS  < 


»"No  Cull  01  olhet  elt< 


ZERO 

CREAMERY. 


rice.    Low  in  Price.    CI 


Uero  creamery  cq„  pebo.  ihd. 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lessoD  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year *o  cents 


Baptist 
30t3 


Seed-Time. 


Bound  i 
Hound  1 
Bound  i 


half  leathe: 


1  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring 
the  work.     Address: 


Brethr 


Pub 


hing  Co., 

Mt.  Morri: 


THIS  CABINET 


FUMING... 

...BATHING, 

THE  DISEASED  ORGANISM 


Regardless  of  names  given  disease  symp- 
toms, all  that  induces  the  derangement  is 
promptly  expelled.  Those  in  physical  or  fi- 
nancial distress  should  send  for  tb< 
which  is  mailed  free  to  all  by 

Dr,  S.  F.  Conant, 


te~Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books. 
Bibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest, 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  st 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  vari 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 


1*02  Konr  Designs,  very  line,  flowwrecl  bor- 

1816  Four  Designs,  very  line  gilt  edge,  Blze 

7l9 50  oents. 

1134  Embossed  Designs,  size  4x6, 25  cents. 

1280  Landscape  and  Flower b,  size  4x7, .  .  .2fi  cents, 

1296  Embosaed  Flowers,  size  4x9, 25  cents, 

1267  Embossed    Landscape   and    Flowers, 

1281  Embosaed,  extra  fine,  size  '&/■,*%,  ■  .20  cents, 

1287  Birds  and  LutuImchj)",  siz"3tiVj lftcentB, 

1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  BizeSx6',i 16  cents, 

1286  Flowers  and  Landscape,  nl*"  VA^'A*  ■  13  cents, 
1298  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  S}$£6%  .  -  .  12  cents, 

^X6H 10  cents, 

tifal  Cards,  60  De- 
825K  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x&4, .  .  .SOcentB, 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  thai 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here, 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdoxen.  .  .1    81 

Minute  Boots,  each, * 

Class  Books,  per  dozen " 

Leaf  Cluster,  plotorl«,l  chart  or  eaoh  lesion, 
per  quarter, l  ™ 

Other  Helpi.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  a 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S,  Charles  St..  Baltii 


•  £%: 


ff^-We  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
passed facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
hook  published  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
uthor  and  publisher. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  ■    Size,  5^x7  inches. 


CHAPTER  1. 

IV.-.,-,         ■'■.  ,■■/'■'  '■',.''  /;■■  ■■■■   ■'/■'■■''■;;-:)  ■' 


vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'gaac;  and 
eI'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  'Ja'cQb 
begat  JQ'daa  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "JQ'daa  begat  Pha'rfiBj  and 
Za'ra,  of  Tha'mar;    and  hPha'r6s 

This  cut  shows  the  e 


•ersian  Levant,  divinity  cir- 

:,  leather  lined  to  edge,  red 

under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 

and  is  probably  (he  most  dura- 


$4.00. 


fail  10  call  for  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Mlrai,  BRrMBoYS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mi.  Morri),  III 
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ABSOLUTELY    PURE 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 


iii- 1,  ]...   ,i    ■  I  .    .1      U  n  ■  ■    i  him; ii,  Mniitgomery  Co., 

Ool    18  in  10  \.  M  ,  Black  Itlver  ohuroh,  VnnBuron 

Oo.l  Mil  ii. 
Oot.  17,  tit  10:   ;in  A.    M.,  Chippewa   Creek  church, 

Mlrh       'I'husi.  ( ;    l->     mil    \\  111    h.i    in.. I     I  In; 

flny  before  Hi   II    \     M    it.ul    7  I'.   M.  by    iii.lllyli.K 


l    !■>     ' 

A.  M    and 

.  R y,  Mich, 

!.,  UniTlHon, 


Send  a  Postal  Card  at  once 
RED   THYME 

PAIN  CURB 

No  family  01111  afford  to  be  wlthoul  ibis  valuable 


The  Land  department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

Has  located  »  large  and   nourishing  colony  of 
JEBMAM  BAPTISTS  on  Us  choice  agricultural 

uinl.s  Iii  KOSTKi;    WKIJ.Sniid  EDDY  Counties, 
ii  NORTH  DAKOTA.    Tin.'  1SKKTHKEN  have  or- 

lihI  tin'  funds  (in-  a  well-ei|iilpped  meetinghouse 

Among  the  many  fiilvuntnges  possessed  by  these 
Jotmtles  the  following  may  be  mentioned: 
RAILROAD   COMPETITION,   with   competing 


mi':, I  DK1XKINU 

he  obtained  lit  a  do 

LIGNITE  COAL  sell: 


ALL  BTRBAMSb 
ti  WATER,  free  !*■ 

depth  of  from  18  t( 


('mi 


,  M.,  Cedar  Creek  church,  < 


Facts  Worth  Considering. 


ii  01 !   i'"  stolon,    n  cannot    run  away, 

janiiol  burn  up. 
ii  prodaooB  Uiolood  of  man  and  anlmnls. 

it  can  still  I"-  bad  In  the  Northwest  al  very  re 
tollable  prlooa, 
it  Quo  Btlll  i"  i iteadod  In  some  parts  •  ■.  i 


In  your  barn  or  in  stack  if  you  were  living 
;  a  little  Si, 200  farm  on  the  Dos  Palos  Colony 
California.     These  three  crops  would  weigh 
t  less  that  five  tons,  and  foil  would  be  look- 
;  forward  to  a  fourth  mowing  about  Sept.  I, 
>u  would  feel  good  to  get  so  much  choice 
feed   for  so   little   work,  from   so  little  land. 
uld  be  glad  to  get  such  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh,  young  vegetables  from  tending 
Your  daughters  would  de- 
light in  their  flowers.     Your  boys  would  have 
fun  in  bringing  home  game  and   fish   nearly 
every  day.     You  would  all  rejoice  in  picking 


be  in  clo 
foi 


MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL, 


A  Chance  to  Make 
Something. 


■  the  offer  and  full  partiou 


You  Would  Now  Hava  Your 

THIRD  CROP 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


other  ralln 

TTKI!   I'UICE  luilil  fori: 

iv  t'hfiv  1111-  eniii|i.Vi!i-   1- 
1  the  Mln 


I'lii'l'    I'AVMKNT   PLAN    1 
and  tonus  as  elsewhere. 
CHOICE  RAILROAD  LANDS  f 


B  R.  R.  1 


voniblo  prices 
II  from  $3.00  to 


'ASH    DOWN. 


Will,  H.  PHIPPS, 
Land  Commissioner, 

Northern  Pacific  R.  R.  1 


ny  kinds  of  fruit 


,  Your  pigs  would 
'ouid  be  savin?  l>ay 
the  superabundant 
and  orchard.     And 


by  feeding 
vegetation  of  the  gardi 
you    would    be    free    from    care    and    wi 
Write  to 

B.  MARKS, 
38   Clark  St.  aotf  Chicago,  111, 


ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 


FARMING 

Lands 


EASY  TEEMS 

u  Michigan  and 


At  LOW  PBIC1 

Timbered  Lands "S 
Prairie  Lands '  N0ru.nD^,sd 

Many  Lends    for   sale  nn    the   CHOP    PATMENT 


.McH 


FREE    HOMESTEADS 

ovnrument  Land*  in  Well*,  Pierce,  Benson.  NcLe, 


Son  Line." 

LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Lin 
is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
There  ■< 
Colonies  1 
Line." 


We  sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  ub  a  card. 
Addreu:  GEN'L  MISS,  &  TRACT  COM.. 

Mt.  Morrii,  HI. 


BRETHREN 


_  to  thoroughly  investi- 
gate the  chances  "On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 
fore deciding  upon   new  homes.     Come 

xOUR^I(LLUiSTRATEp|LAND   PRIMERS 
They  contain  valuable  ami  reliable  inf.ni'iie't'lon."  '  ***" 

HALF  FARES  for  H"meseekere  and 

— ^^— ^_       Sclllery     -in,l     MA,n 


RATES 
Teami 
Line.' 


...     Household    Goods,    Tools 
nd    Farm    Slock,--"On    the   Soo 


9,  T.I. 


■Soo"  Railway    Ml\Ni':'Ari)LlS,' Minnesota. 
Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  Immigration  Agent, 

UETROIT.  nlichigaa 
Or,  FKANK  SWICKARI).  Tray.  Immigration  »~p 

NORTH  MAM  lll,,|  KU. 'indi,,',,, 


Why 
Pay 
Rent. 


In  the  East,— wltb  no  hope  of  over  being  libit 
1  buy  the  high-priced  laud,— when  you  can  ob- 
in  a   home   for   yourself   and   children   In    the 

Famous  Corn  Belt, 

ie  choicest  portion  or  Nebraska?     These   lands 

ums.    Several  churches  of  the  Brethren  are  in 
ilty  to  these  lands,  and  the  Bpeclal  at- 
fact,  a 


en  Hon  of  home 
fill   be  placi 


Istou  by  which  prospective  sot  tier. 
:  Fraternity,  who 


Hound-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Faro 


Every  Farmer  in  the  North 


The    Middle    South! 


He  enn  make  twice  as  much.  He  can  soil  his 
orthiTn  farm  and  get  twice  as  many  acres  for  his 
oney  down  here.  We  sell  improved  farms  for 
9to  $80  ail  tiers.  Plenty  of  railroads— four  of 
leiu.  No  droughts.  Neither  too  hot  nor  too  cold, 
climate  Just  right.    Northern  farmers  are  com- 

■<  e  pamphlet  and  ask  all  the 


ERN   H0MESEEKER8'  LAND  CO., 


Farm  for  Sale. 


The  undersigned  offers  for 
Id  Howard  County,  Indiana,  1 

on  the  pln.ee  a  large  frame  1 
large  frame  barn,  etc.    Brethr, 


school  within  quarter  of  a 
ood.  will  sell  at  a  bargain 
s:  n.UKEJDER,  Rldgoway, 


Brethren': 

Plain  Clothing! J 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  oi  i 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  we*.  1 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  ] 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  mak  J 
ing   blanks,   tap' 


clothing, 
and 
pplic 


lies  for  orderin 


will  be 


Our  rules  for  sell. 

simple  any  one  can  i 

inderstand  them.  1 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  ana  ( 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purcbas  i 

or  goods  can  be  returned.    Our  prices  ] 

:  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,      1 

47tf  WARSAW,  IJJD 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


lere  is  no  need  of  keeping  tL 
it  to.  You  can  stop  the  pain  an 
is  in  a  perfectly  easy,  simple, 

or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  urI 
[JBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  a 
ions,    It  Is  the  champion  of  t 


-a  boon  for  the 
Sent  by  mall  oi 
stamps.    Or,  on  r 


I  by  7 


'   JUIC 


for  the  liver  and  bowels,  tl 
little  pill  to  cure  constipation.     Ageutawnn 
locality.    Order  a  box  at  once.  Adores 
B.  E.  DUBBELACO.,  Proprietors, 
Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  P 


Spend  the  Winter... 

...in  California! 

Lordsburg  College, 

Which  is  Owned  and  Controlled 
by  the  Brethren. 


Thecllmnto,  rrults,  llowers  and  sunshine  nmla'i 
the  henlthlest  nnd  most  desirable  plnee  for  s'u 
J  In  the  United  States.  Both  the  educations 
facilities  and  building  are  exoellent.  For  cats 
logue  and  full  Information,  address, 

E.  A.  MILLER,  mtj 


Large  Crops... 

In  Buffalo  County,  Nebr.,  show  the  »W  g 
estourees  of  the  country.     A  limn  h  '  i'n  7  ., 

tie  Brethren  at  Kearney  affords  nefl   set 
hurch  home  right  on  the  start.    Come  whW_    -, 
*  still  cheap.    Write  us;  wo  take  pleasure 
Weriag  your  questions. 

M.J.F0MMER*<%1 


FREE 


TO  AU  R»DEBS 

THE  MESSE 


IP» 


remedy    for    Chi 


eks  treatme 


I  will  he  pleased  to  mall  a 
reatment  of  the  famone  l',rsl'ul  '''  no* 
-o  every  reader  of  the  Meoaengerj  w,, 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  »,._,„,,,, 

Trouble  ?nd  JJ'Ji.oil' 
__  _»°ttl«Ji) 
will  be  worth"  un'Seda  of  dolls"  M^g 
afflicted  people.     It  will   be  •^ts  °f  ' 
agents.     Special   lernis  to  r     .     68 
udessenger  on  application.    au  -...:,, 

DR.  E.  1.  WORST,  Ashland,  W» 

Sole  Agoot  for  the  United  Sta 
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^EDITORIAL  \  MISCELLANY-^ 


Of  a  New  York  policeman  it  is  said  that  as  he 
was  patrolling  his  beat  he  heard  a  dog  whining,  and 
when  he  reached  a  stone-yard  near  the  East  River 
the  dog  ran  out  and  jumped  around  him  barking 
excitedly.  The  dog  ran  to  and  fro  in  the  direction 
of  the  yard  and  so  the  policeman  decided  that  an 
object  of  interest  was  inside.  He  followed  the  dog 
over  heaps  of  stone  to  the  far  end  of  the  yard.  Fi- 
nally, he  stopped  at  two  stones  leaning  against  each 
other.  He  poked  his  nose  into  the  cavity  between 
them  and  barked  and  wagged  his  tail.  The  police- 
man looked  in  and,  to  his  astonishment,  saw  a  baby 
wrapped  in  a  piece  of  muslin.  He  took  it  up  and 
carried  it  to  the  station-house.  It  was  left  in 
charge  of  the  matron  who  said  that  if  it  had  been 
'eft  out  all  night  it  would  have  died.  The  animal 
seems  to  have  reasoned  that  as  he  could  not  save 
the  child  himself  his  best  course  was  to  go  to  the 
front  of  the  yard  and  find  some  one  that  could  save 
!t-  AH  around  us  are  lost  sinners  who  must  soon 
perish,  and  yet  the  masses  of  Christians  do  not 
*em  as  much  concerned  about  them  as  was  this 
°S  for  the  lost  babe.  We  may  sometimes  learn 
"sons  from  animals. 


Perhaps  it  is  not  generally  known  that  every 
year  millions  of  birds  are  killed  merely  to 
the  head-dress  of  fashionable  women, 
generally  knew  this  they  would  probably  cease  to 
n^s  adorn  themselves  with  marks  of  cruelty.  The 
Report  of  the  American  Ornithological  Society  says: 
rom  carefully-gathered  statistics  it  is  proved 
F  at  on  the  most  moderate  calculation,  5,000,000 
f°ng  birds  are  annually  required  to  fill  the  demand 
f£  the  ornamentation  of  the  hats  of  American 
bird16"  ThS  sIau£hter  is  not  confined  to  song 
the  Sb;.eJerythin£  th*t  wears  feathers  is  a  target  tor 
Ir     butcher.    In  a  single  season  40,000  terns 


were  killed  at  Cape  Cod  for  exportation,  and  the 
swamps  and  marshes  of  Florida  have  been  depopu- 
lated of  their  egrets  and  herons.  In  one  month 
1,000,090  bobolinks  have  been  killed  near  Philadel- 
phia, and  from  a  single  Long  Island  village  70,000 
song  birds  were  supplied  in  a  short  time  to  New 
York  dealers  for  millinery  purposes."  In  some 
places  when  wings  only  are  sought,  the  hunters, 
grown  brutal  by  the  practice  of  their  horrid  trade, 
shoot  the  birds  down  and  tear  off  the  wings  of  num- 
bers while  they  are  yet  alive. 


Peru,  in  South  America,  is  a  Roman  Catholic 
country  where  the  priests  seem  to  rule  supreme. 
Some  time  ago  they  made  themselves  ridiculous,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world,  by  burning  in  the  pub- 
lic square  of  one  of  the  cities,  all  the  Bibles  that 
could  be  found.  Here  is  the  list  of  the  books 
burned:  23  Bibles;  26  Testaments;  37  Gospels;  8 
Psalms  and  9  copies  of  Gospel  Hymns.  We  pre- 
dict that  the  burning  of  these  books  will  create  in 
Peru  a  very  great  demand  for  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
and  other  religious  books.  The  Catholics  have 
tried  this  scheme  before,  and  have,  by  sad  expe- 
rience, learned  that  such  fanatic  performances  turn 
out  to  their  own  shame,  and  it  seems  passing 
strange  that  they  should  again  undertak*  it  in  this 
enlightened  age. 


There  is  something  remarkable  about  the  use  of 
the  English  language.  It  is  only  a  few  hundred 
years  old,  and  300  years  ago  it  was  employed  by 
less  than  3,000,000  people;  but  to-day  it  is  spoken 
by  1 50,000,000,  residing  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
is  steadily  on  the  increase.  It  is  probably  more 
widely  spoken  than  any  other  language,  and  is  des- 
tined to  become  the  almost  universal  language  of 
the  world.  In  this  language  there  are  more  books 
and  papers  printed  than  in  any  other,  and  the  peo- 
ple speaking  the  English  are  more  wealthy  and 
more  powerful  than  those  of  any  other  tongue. 
They  are  also  doing  more  to  civilize  and  Christian- 
ize the  heathen,  and  at  no  distant  day  will  wield  an 
influence  that  must  be  felt  for  weal  or  woe  in  every 
part  of  the  earth.  The  time  will  probably  come 
when  it  can  well  be  said  of  the  English-speaking 
people:  "  There  is  no  speech  nor  language,  where 
their  voice  is  not  heard."  Psa.  19:  3.  Then,  what 
a  glorious  thing  it  will  be  if  this  language  will  only 
"declare  the  glory  of  God,"  and  show  his  handi- 
work in  the  hearts  of  the  people! 


About  225  miles  to  the  south  of  Smyrna,  anc 
nearly  the  same  distance  s"outh  of  Athens,  is  the  Is 
land  of  Crete.  Its  length  does  not  exceed  160,  anc 
its  greatest  width,  35  miles.  It  is  very  mountain 
ous,  and  some  of  the  groups  are  8,000  feet  high 
The  valleys  and  plains  are  small  and  few,  yet  they 
are  exceedingly  fertile.  Here  the  orange,  lemon 
and  many  other  fruits  flourish.  At  one  time  in  its 
history  the  island  is  said  to  have  contained  100  cit- 
ies. During  the  time  of  the  apostles,  thousands  of 
Jews  resided  in  Crete,  and  some  of  them  were 
present  at  Jerusalem,  and  doubtless  accepted  the 
faith,  when  Peter  preached  that  memorable  sermon 
on  the  Day  of  Pentecost.  Paul  visited  the  island  a 
time  or  two,  and  at  one  time  left  Titus  there  that  he 
might  set  in  good  order  the  things  needed,  and  or- 
dain elders  in  every  city."  Tit.  1:  5.  For  a  number 
of  years  Crete  has  been  under  the  dominion  of 
Turkey,  and  at  this  time  is  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion. The  Turks  have  killed  thousands  of  the  in- 
habitants and  destroyed  a  number  of  their  coast  cit- 
ies   by    bombarding    them    from    their    warships. 


Those  killed  were  Christians,  against  whom  the 
Turk  has  an  undying  hate.  The  whole  island  is  in 
a  state  of  great  confusion,  and  in  places  the  people 
are  destitute.  They  are  driven  from  their  homes, 
and  all  their  property  is  being  destroyed.  It  looks 
as  'hough  the  destruction  of  the  Christian  popula- 
tion Is  contemplated.  The  Cretians,  however,  who 
are  great  warriors,  are  defending  the  interior  of 
their  country  with  great  skill,  and  are  receiving 
much  help  from  the  Greeks.  The  island  should  be- 
long to  Greece  and  then  it  would  have  a  better  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  a  greater  degree  of  relig- 
ious liberty. 

For  the  past  nine  years  the  astronomers  of  the 
world  have  been  engaged  in  a  remarkable  under- 
taking that  is  nearing  completion.  They  are  mak- 
ing an  immense  map  of  the  skies  that  will  show 
about  30,000,000  of  stars.  Of  these  2,000,000  will 
be  numbered  and  catalogued.  The  work  of  pho- 
tographing the  heavens  was  assigned  to  eighteen 
leading  observatories,  situated  in  different  parts 
of  the  world,  and  each  one  is  preparing  1,500  parts 
of  this  immense  work,  and  when  completed  it  will 
contain  nearly  22,000  small  maps.  This  will  be  the 
greatest  map  publication  ever  produced,  and  will 
enable  the  student  to  study  the  location  of  the 
heavenly  bodies  with  the  same  case  that  he  studies 
the  maps  of  the  world.  It  is  said  that  this  gigan- 
tic map  was  planned  in  Paris  thirty  years  ago. 
Aside  from  the  Bible  there  is  perhaps  no  finer 
study  than  astronomy.  It  is  grand  beyond  de- 
scription, elevating  and  refining  in  its  tendency. 
David  was  a  star  gazer,  and  we  may  well  imagine 
that  he  spent  many  evenings  studying  the  move- 
ments and  location  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  He 
says,  in  one  of  his  beautiful  Psalms,  "The  heavens 
declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament  shew- 
eth  his  handiwork." 


Mr.  Flad,  a  German  missionary  to  Abyssinia 
writes  that  slavery  still  exists  among  the  Abyssin- 
ians,  and  that  the  rulers  of  their  church  permit 
them  to  enslave  those  raptured  in  war,  but  does 
not  allow  them  to  engage  in  the  slave  traffic.  Still 
each  Abyssinian  seems  to  inherit  one  or  more  slaves, 
or  receive  them  as  presents,  and  these  do  the  work, 
while  he  lives  at  ease.  The  King  has  repeatedly 
promised  to  free  all  slaves,  but  this  promise  has 
never  been  fulfilled.  He  says  the  soldiers  continue 
to  supply  themselves  with  slaves  in  the  Galla  coua- 
tries,  and  that  if  the  business  were  stopped  the  Gal- 
la nations  would  rapidly  develop,  for  they  have  a 
fine  country.  The  regular  slave  traffic  is  carried 
on  by  the  Mohammedans,  and  nearly  every  Mecca 
pilgrim  takes  two  servants  with  him  to  Arabia. 
These  are  sold  in  Arabia,  and  their  price  reimburses 
the  pious  Mussulman  for  the  expenses  of  his  relig- 
ous  journey.  Besides  these,  there  are  the  great 
caravans  of  slaves  captured  in  the  Galla  coun- 
tries, 300  to  500  in  a  train.  Formerly  many  of  these 
were  shipped  from  Massowah  to  Arabia,  but  the 
Italians  have  stopped  that.  They  are  now  sent 
through  Egypt  to  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  and  even  as 
far  as  Morocco.  The  slave  trains  have  to  pass 
through  King  Menelek's  territory,  and  he  de- 
mands heavy  customs  dues  from  them.  The  trad- 
ers, on  the  other  hand,  retaliate  by  stealing  poor 
Abyssinians,  whom  they  add  to  their  stock.  The 
loss  of  life  is  terrible;  sometimes  fifty  per  cent  die 
before  they  reach  their  destination."  This  terrible 
business  will  not  cease  until  these  countries  a:  e 
brought  under  proper  Christian  influences,  for  the 
Mohammedans  can  never  be  depended  upon  to  ele- 
vate humanity. 
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•ESSAYS,- 


••CONSIDER  THE  LILIES." 

He  hides  within  the  lily 

A  strong  and  tender  care, 
That  wins  the  earth  born  atoms 

To  glory  of  the  air; 
He  weaves  the  shining  garments 

Unceasingly  and  still, 
Along  the  quiet  waters, 

In  niches  of  the  hill. 
We  linger  at  the  vigil 

With  him  who  bent  the  knee, 
To  watch  the  old-time  lilies 

In  distant  Galilee; 
And  still  the  worship  deepens 

And  quickens  into  new, 
As  brightening  clown  the  ages 

God's  secret  thrillcth  through. 
O  Toiler  of  the  lily, 

Thy  touch  is  in  the  man! 
No  leaf  that  dawns  to  petal 

But  hints  the  angel  plan. 
The  flower  horizons  open! 

The  blossom  vaster  shows! 
We  hear  the  wide-world's  echo- 
See  how  the  lily  grows. 
Shy  yearnings  of  the  savage, 

Unfolding  thought  by  thought, 
To  holy  lives  arc  lifted, 

To  visions  fair  arc  wrought, 
The  races  rise  and  cluster. 

Transfigurations  fall, 
Man's  chaos  blooms  to  beauty, 

Thy  purpose  crowning  all! 


KEEP  OUT  OF  POLITICS. 


BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 


i    many     teacher 
nore  politics  (?) 


their  election,  and  I  believe  you  will  say  to  Chris- 
tians, "  Keep  out  of  politics." 

As  this  storm  of  political  excitement  is  sweeping 
over  our  fair  land  this  summer,  let  us  all  energize 
our  powers  afresh  and  push  the  work  of  the  Sunday 
school  and  prayer  meeting.  Let  us  renew  our  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  Christianity  and  the  salvation  of 
souls!  Let  us  double  our  diligence  in  the  series  of 
meetings  and  in  every  department  of  church  work. 
With  the  Son  of  God  at  the  "head  of  our  ticket,"  and 
the  riches  of  God's  grace  and  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  the  "  campaign  fund,"  with  the 
Gospel  for  our  "  platform,"  and  with  the  tongue  of 
inspiration  for  our  "orator,"  let  us  go  out  and  take 
souls  for  Jesus.  Let  us  "  keep  out  of  politics  "  by 
becoming  absorbed  in  the  church  and  her  work. 

The  summer  is  one  full  of  food  for  thought. 
With  plans  fully  ripened  on  the  strong  stalk  of 
prayerful  meditation,  we  may  accomplish  great 
good.  While  others  arc  turning  from  religion  in 
wild  excitement,  we  should  remain  true  to  the  du- 
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Possibly  there  never  has  been  a  more  exciting 
time  in  American  politics  than  this  present  cam- 
paign year  promises  to  be.  Indeed,  the  present 
decade  is  one  of  remarkable  zeal  and  enthusiasm  in 
the  political  arena.  The  whirlpool  of  excitement 
has  become  so  strong  that  from  many  pulpits,  from 
many  professors'  chairs,  froi 
stands,  and  in  many  homes,  far 
proclaimed  than  anything  else. 

More  is  said  about  patriotism  than  about  Chris- 
tianity. There  is  more  talk  about  money  than  about 
religion,— more  interest  in  the  tariff  than  in  eternal 
life.  It  is  surprising  how  completely  men  and 
women  will  be  absorbed  in  the  things  of  this  world 
and  entirely  forget  the  "  one  thing  needful." 

Men  professing  godliness  will  go  about  the 
streets  with  the  image  of  some  man  fastened  to 
their  coat  collar,  and  fail  entirely  to  have  the  im- 
age of  the  Christ  whom  they  profess  to  serve, 
stamped  upon  their  lives  and  in  their  characters. 

We  desire  to  warn  our  ministers,  our  Sunday 
school  and  church  workers,  and  all  our  dear  mem- 
bers to  keep  out  of  this  furnace  whose  flames  are 
largely  kindled  with  the  wild  zeal  of  political  en- 
thusiasts, demagogues  and  partisans.  The  moral 
colorings  of  the  political  arena  are  such,  at  present, 
that  little,  if  any  place,  can  be  found  for  the  humble 
follower  of  Christ.  A  political  spirit  that  prompts 
its  devotees  to  build  bon-fires,  to  burn  effigies,  to 
shout  for  men,  to  fill  the  newspapers  with  carica- 
tures of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  say  that  those 
who  refuse  to  help  in  such  foolish  and  sinful  things 
arc  not  Christians  and  are  not  worthy  to  be  called 
patriotic, — such  a  spirit  fs  not  the  spirit  of  Christ 
and  should  be  avoided.  A  spirit  that  finds  expres- 
sion through  the  explosion  of  fire-crackers  and  the 
yelling  of  excited  humanity,  is  not  the  spirit  of 
Christ.  It  reminds  me  of  the  spirit  of  the  devotees 
of  Diana.    Acts  19:  33.  34. 

The  more  I  study  the  life  of  Jesus  and  his  apos- 
tles, the  more  I  admire  the  position  our  Breth- 
ren have  always  taken  in  political  affairs.  Dear 
reader,  imagine,  for  one  moment,  Paul,  Peter,  James, 
John,  Andrew,  each  in  the  field  supporting  his 
different  favorite  candidates,  and  each  aiding  and 
abetting  the  intrigues  indulged  in  to  bring  about 


de?  "  Let  him  re-con- 
before.  If  the  Lord's 
in  the  expenditure  of 
ey,  to  save  souls,  as  political 
s  are  to  secure  votes,  many  sinners  will  be 
rted  this  year. 
Every  parent  in  the  Brotherhood  should  see  to  it 
that  his  children  are  supplied  with  good  religious 
reading  matter  this  summer.  The  secular  press  is 
simply  full «to  overflowing  with  low-grade  matter. 
Each  agent  lor  the  Gospel  Messenger  should  do 
all  in  his  power  to  get  it  into  every  home.  Let  ev- 
ery family  be  supplied  with  such  books  as  "  Letters 
to  the  Young,"  by  sister  Miller,  "  Glimpses  of  Je- 
sus," by  Bro.  Balsbaugh,  and  other  books  from  the 
pens  of  our  brethren.  Have  the  young  read  the  life 
of  such  devoted  workers  as  sister  Salome  Stoner 
Myers.  Such  literature  will  beget  in  the  hearts  of 
our  children  high  and  holy  aspirations  and  make 
them  an  honor  to  the  parents,  a  blessing  to  the 
community,  and  a  glory  to  God.  All  should  study 
the  Sunday  school  lesson  and  rt 
All  tuese  combined  will  help  u 
politics." 
Lanark,  III. 


ad  the  Bible  daily. 
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PREACH  IT. 


BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 


John  M.  Mohler, 

Our  Well  Beloved  Brother:— 

The  receipt  of  your  letter  is  an  event 
of  joy  and  thanksgiving.  I  am  glad  to  know  you 
are  in  ordinary  health  and  zealously  engaged  in  the 
glor'ous  work  of  proclaiming  "  the  everlasting 
Gospel." 

"  My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  /  work." 
John  5:  15.  This  was  Christ's  supreme  joy  and 
glory,  and  this  is  the  dignity  conferred  on  all  who 
live  and  work  and  testify  for  truth,  and  love  and 
holiness.  The  glory  of  God  culminates  in  the  re- 
demption of  man.  Christ's  ransomed  family  are  to 
be  the  crowning  marvel  of  the  universe.  A  soul 
ashed  in  the  Blood  of  the  Lamb  is  the  admiration 
f  angels.  By  original  creation  man  is  "  a  little 
lower  than  the  angels."  By  redemption  he  is  high- 
er. As  Godman  "angels  and  authorities  and  pow- 
ers are  made  subject  unto  him."  I  Pet.  3:  22.  He 
is  "  belter  than  the  angels,"  by  merit  of  his  person 
and  work.  Heb.  1:  3,  4.  Where  he  is,  there  shall 
also  his  servants  be.  We  shall  behold  his  glory, 
and  be  like  him.    John  14:  2,  3;  1  John  3:  2. 

To  be  a  Christian  is  the  highest  honor  God  can 
bestow  on  any  creature.  In  that  most  sublime  col- 
loquy of  Jesus  with  his  Father,  he  said,  "  The 
glory  which  thou  gavesi  me,  I  have  given  them;  that 
they  may  be  one,  even  as  we  are  one."  John  17:  22. 
"  When  his  glory  shall  be  revealed,  we  shall  be 
glad  also  with  exceeding  joy."     I  Pet.  4:  13. 

We  shall  not  only  "  behold  the  glory  which  the 
Father  gave  the  Son  before  the  world  was,"  but  we 


shall  be  "partaken  thereof."  John  17:  24  and  1  pet 
5:  1.  Verily,  it  was  worth  while  for  God  to  sacri 
fice  his  well  beloved  and  only  begotten  Son,  to' 
achieve  so  glorious  a  purpose.  No  wonder  it  \s 
called  " so  great  salvation"  Heb.  2:  3.  No  won- 
der Christ  said,  "  The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eat- 
en me  up."  John  2:  17.  No  wonder  your  enthusi- 
asm in  soul-saving  is  undiminished  even  to  hoar 
hairs.  The  older  we  become,  the  more  do  2  Cor 
3:  18,  and  Rom.  7:  13  become  living,  burning,  soul- 
energizing  realities. 

To  be  "  filled  with  all  the  fullness  of  God,"  We 
cannot  help  letting  the  glorious  secret  out  in  all  the 
expressions  of  our  being.  A  dumb  Christian  there 
is  none.  "  A  city  set  on  an  hill  cannot  be  hid."  A. 
Christian  must  testify  for  Jesus,  even  as  the  sun 
must  shine. 

Any  religion  that  is  less  than  "  GOD  manifest  in 
the  fl-sh,"  is  not  worth  preaching  or  accepting 
The  church  cannot  give  it,  but  it  can  mightily 
recommend  it,  didactically,  and  more  especially 
characteristically.  Ravishing  rhetoric  and  poor 
exemplification  mean  surface  work.  Plenty  of  it  is 
in  the  church.  It  suits  "  itching  ears,"  but  starves 
hungry  hearts. 

A  Christ  without  the  Holy  Ghost  is  not  a  more 
essential  impossibility,  than  a  Christian  originated 
and  developed  and  perfected  without  the  same 
mysterious  way.  Christ  was  made  ready  for  birth 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  made  ready  for  baptism  by 
the  same  indwelling  power.  In  baptism  he  was 
made  ready  for  his  great  work  by  the  visible  com- 
munication of  the  Spirit  by  which  he  was  begotten. 

So  it  is  with  the  Christian.  This  is  simply  a  ne- 
cessity without  which  there  could  be  neither  pro- 
visional atonement,  nor  applied  salvation.  Preach 
it,  dear  brother,  preach  it,  for  "  it  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that  believeth." 
"  Faith  without  works  "  the  Gospel  never  recom-, 
mends.  Salvation  by  works,  as  a  basis  of  intrinsic 
merit,  is  utterly  foreign  to  the  covenant  of  grace. 

Preach  Christ  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  a  mar- 
tyr; and  the  spiritual  and  the  tangible  \ff^l  come  in 
their  natural  order.  Faith  means  evolution  as  weir 
as  appropriation. 

That  you  are  a  sorrowful  man  I  can  well  undef: 
stand.  When  death  severs  our  most  sensitive  heart- 
strings from  the  dearest  object  of  our  affections,  the 
wound  defies  all  humari  medication.'  Jehovah  Ra- 
phi  alone  can  heal.  The  love  of  Christ  is  the  pana- 
cea for  all  heart-sores.  The  awful  wound  of  the  di- 
vine heart  is  sin.  Sympathy  with  him  in  this  dread- 
ful fact  is  the  deepest  sorrow  of  the  Christian.  If  we 
know  Christ,  then  we  understand  Paul  in  Rom.  9:  2, 
3,  and  1  Cor.  9:  22.  Who  cannot  affirm  to  this  had 
better  go  to  school  a  while  in  Gethsemane  and  Gol- 
gotha before  filling  the  office  of  a  Christian  minis- 
ter. Abide  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  and  your  zeal 
will  always  be  at  white  heat.  Feel  just  as  Jesus 
feels  about  holiness  and  sin,  and  you  will  not  lack 
inspiration  in  your  efforts  at  soul-winning  at  home 
and  abroad.  You  have  the  Divine  Pledge  in  1  Cor. 
15:  10,  and  I  Thess.  5:  24. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


INDEPENDENCE  OR  DEFIANCE. 


D.  H.  WEAVER. 


No  trait  of  character  in  the  American  people  ' 
more  explicitly  defined,  than  that  of  a  resolute  de- 
termination  to   retrieve   lost  fortune,  and  rebui 
what    has    been    destroyed    by    the    unavoidable 


There  ; 


.  few  despondents  in   every 


who  are  ready  to  throw  down  their  armor  anu 
render  to  fate;  but  they  are  too  few  to  make  any 
great  difference  in  the  general  outcome,  or  ca 
much  influence  with  the  majority.  t 

In  October  of  1871,  when  Chicago  was  aim 
entirely  destroyed  by  fire,  a  few  people  said  Chi 
go  would  not  be  rebuilt,  as  she  had  been,  forgen 
ations.     It  was  thought  by  some,  that  her  pe^_ 
were  too  disheartened  and  discouraged,  to  eve 
build  as  they  had  built  at  the  first.     But  the 
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ed  that  her  people  were  capable  of  surmount- 
heir  calamity,  and,  as  a  result,  in  a  surprisingly 
city,  grander  and  more  substan- 
destroyed,  sprang  up  from  the 
ruins  of  the  old  one,  as  if  in  defiance  of  all  adversi 
ty.  In  that  one  characteristic,  the  people  of  Chi- 
cago are  but  fair  representatives  of  the  American 
people,  and  of  enlightened  people  generally. 

So  far  the  season  of  1896  has  been  one  of  unusu- 
al destruction.  The  elements  seem  to  have  formed 
an  alliance,  to  carry  on  a  war  of  destruclion  to  life 
and  property.  Wind,  fire,  flood,  and  even  that  pe- 
culiar animal  passion  we  call  excitement,  have  each 
in  turn  marshalled  their  forces  in  a  destructive  war 
against  life  and  property,  and  some  people  are  be- 
ginning to  cry,  "Judgment,"  and  "last  days." 
[hat  the  signs  of  the  times  indicate  the  approach 
of  Christ's  second  coming,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
deny;  but  that  the  destruction  of  life  and  property, 
that  are  the  results  of  natural  causes,  are  signs  of 
the  end  of  time,  or  a  direct  evidence  of  the  judg- 
ment of  God  upon  those  who  have  thus  suffered,  I 
am  not  quite  ready  to  admit. 

I  cannot  attribute  any  calamity,  that  is  the  result 
of  natural  causes,  to  direct  interposition  of  Provi- 
dence, because  of  its  magnitude.  The  laws  of  na- 
ture are  fixed,  and  poison  kills,  fire  consumes,  water 
suffocates,  and  storms  devastate,  as  they  always  did. 
I  do  not  believe  God  directly  interferes  with  the 
laws  of  nature  in  either  case. 

I  cannot  believe,  because  a  child  accidentally,  or 
ignorantly,  sets  fire  to  its  clothing,  and  is  burned  to 
death,  it  is  a  direct  providence  of  God;  nor  because 
a  house,  accidentally,  or  by  the  hand  of  an  incendi- 
ary, is  set  on  fire,  or  destroyed  by  lightning,  or  cy- 
clone, that  God  is  responsible  for  the  result. 
Neither  can  I  believe  that  a  city  set  on  fire,  by  ac- 
cident or  otherwise,  or  because  it  happens  to  lie  ir 
and  is  thereby  destroyed 
isfortune   through    a    direel 


er  laws  of  God,  because,  in  temporal  things,  he  en- 
joys the  blessings  they  bestow,  without  acknowl- 
edgment, and  for  spiritual  things,  of  which  he  is 
ignorant  of  any  blessing,  he  cares  nothing. 

The  old  prophet  of  Israel,  tells  of  «  people  who 
boasted  in  the  stoutness  of  their  hearts,  that, 
though  the  bricks  were  fallei 
build  them  with  hewn  stone, 
their  wads  stronger;  fortify  th 
providences  of  God;  but  they 
stand  that  all  their  defiance  was  vain. 

This  is  the  condition  of  many  people  to-day 
Sickness  or  adversity  destroys  their  strongholds 
prosperity,  health,  and  a  prospect  of  long  life 
These  are  the  great  bulwarks,  behind 
pie  take  refuge;  but  when  sickness  at 
level  them,  we  see  our  helplessness,  and  are  dis- 
posed to  throw  ourselves  upon  the  mercies  of  God. 
Then,  when,  by  his  providence,  we  are  again  re- 
stored, we  build  another  wait  around  us,  stronger, 
in  our  estimation,  than  the  first.  This  is  not  inde- 
pendence, but  defiance.  Let  us  have  the  independ- 
ence and  courage  to  labor  on;  to  surmount  every 
obstacle,  retrieve  every  loss,  but  meekly  submit  to 
the  inevitable,  and  defy  Providence  in  nothing. 

Denver,  Colo. 
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THE  MENNONITE  BRETHREN. 


BY    C.    E. 


the  track  of  a  cycl 
s   met   with    that   mis 
dgment  from  God. 
There  were  some  who  told  Christ,  upon  a  certain 
:asion,  that  Pilate  had  put  to  death  certain  Gali- 
ns,  and  Singled  their  blood  with  their  sacrifices, 
om    Christ's   answer    I    infer  his   informants   be- 
ved  that  the  misfortune  of  these  people  was  a 
ect  judgment    from    God,  for  he  says,  "  Think 
u  they  were  sinners  above  all  other  men?     I   tell 
you,  Nay;  but  except  you  repent  ye  shall  all  like- 
wise perish."     Then  he  refers   to  another  incident, 
with  the  same  conclusion. 
From  this  I  infer  that  these  seemingly  sad  can- 
ities, were  not  judgments,  as  they  supposed,  but 
only  the  results,  of  causes  over  which  God  inter- 
posed no  direct  providence.     God  has  very  seldom, 
i  ever,  sent  destruction,  as  a  judgment,  upon  a  peo- 
t  first  giving  them  especial  warning  of 
ig  danger. 
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In  portions  of  Kansas,  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
West,  are  several  bodies  of  religious  people  which 
may  be  called  by  the  common  name,  "  Mennonite 
Brethren."  The  history  and  faith  of  these  people 
can  not  fail  to  be  of  interest  to  us,  in  view"  of  their 
great  similarities  to  our  own  people. 

These  people  compose  several  small  factions  of 
the  Mennonite  church,  which,  I  understand,  had  a 
common  origin  in  Russia,  about  sixty  years  ago. 
They  became  dissatisfied  with  the  formal  and  spirit- 
less religion  of  the  people  from  whom  they  finally 
separated.  They  decided  to  drop  all  creeds  and 
forms,  and  take  the  Bible  just  as  it  reads.  We 
shall  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  they  got  about 
the  same  understanding  of  the  teachings  of  the  Bi- 
ble as  did  our  fathers,  who  started  out  in  the  same 
way.  Like  our  ancient  brethren,  these  Mennonite 
Brethren  were  persecuted  and  called  "  Pietists." 
Some,  who  are  still  living,  were  imprisoned.  Perse- 
cution drove  them  to  America,  where  they  settled 
chiefly  in  the  West. 

I  have  taken  much  interest  in  investigating  the 
faith  and  practices  of  these  people.  Thinking  that 
the  readers  of  the  Messenger  will  be  interested,  I 
submit  the  results  of  my  investigations. 

1.  Faith  and  Repentance. — Our  friends  believe  in 
faith  and  repentance  as  preparatory  to  baptism. 
They  insist  upon  a  genuine  conversion  and  change 
of  life. 

2.  Baptism.— Baptism  is  by  immersion,  using  the 
single  action.  One  division  baptizes  face  forward, 
another  backward.  Candidates  for  baptism  are 
asked  about  such  questions  as  among  us. 

3.  The  Communion. — The  Communion  is  usually 
held  monthly  and  no  supper  is  taken  in  connection 
with  it. 

4.  Feet-washing.— Oar  friends  observe  the  feet- 
washing  in  connection  with  the  Communion. 

5.  Sa'utation. — The  salutation  is  observed  almost 
identically  as  among  us. 

6.  Prayer-covering.  —  Among  these  people,  the 
sisters  wear  a  covering  in  obedience  to  I  Cor.  II, 
Some,  especially  the  older  sisters,  wear  a  special 
prayer-covering. 

7.  Plainness  of  Dress.— Our  Mennonite  Brethren, 
like  ourselves,  insist  upon  plainness  and  simplicity 
in  attire,  and  in  one's  living  in  general. 

8.  Tobacco. — Candidates  for  baptism  must  promise 
to  abstain  from  the  use  of  tobacco  in  any  way  what- 
ever. Members  who  use  tobacco  are  disciplined  by 
the  church;  and  if  they  do  not  hear  the  church, 
they  are  finally  disfellowshiped. 

9.  Non-resistance. — Our  friends  are  opposed  to  war 
and  to  physical  resistance  of  evil.     My  understand- 


10.  Non-stvcarin^.— They  refuse  to  take  oaths;  and, 
where  the  law  requires  a  confirmation  of  testimony, 
they  "  affirm,"  as  we  do. 

11.  Non-secrecy.— These  people  do  not  permit 
their  members  to  belong  to  any  secret  orders  of  any 
kind  whatever. 

12.  Matthew  iS  —  If  a  member  offends  he  is  visit- 
ed pmonally,  as  directed  in  Matt.  18.  If  this  fails, 
one  or  two  more  arc  taken,  and  if  they  do  not  gain 
the  brother,  the  matter  is  reported  to  the  church. 

13.  Disciplining  Members—  As  in  our  church, 
these  people  are  quite  prompt  in  disciplining  dis- 
orderly members. 

14.  Instrumental  Music— Ha  musical  instruments 
are  permitted  in  the  musical  services  of  the  church. 

15.  Election  of  Ministers.— Ministers  are  elected  by 
vote  of  a  congregation,  after  a  day's  fasting  and 
prayer.  Newly-elected  ministers  are  tried  for  a 
year  or  more,  and  if  found  faithful,  they  are  ad- 
vanced. 

16.  Support  of  Ministry.— These  people  live  mostly 
in  country  districts,  and  their  ministers  who  are  al- 
so farmers,  get  no  remuneration  for  their  services 
in  the  ministry.  Those  who  are  put  in  charge  of 
mission  work,  are  supported. 

17.  Education.— Education  is  encouraged,  but  they 
insist  that  their  young  people  shall  develop  spirit- 
ually at  the  same  time,  and  that  they  shall  not  lose 
their  sympathy  for  the  church.  They  wish  to  edu- 
cate them  for  greater  usefulness  in  their  church. 

18.  Bible  Study.— These  Mennonite  brethren  use 
the  German  language.  To  keep  up  their  language, 
they  have  German  schools.  In  these  schools,  every 
pupil  is  taught  Bible  history  and  Bible  stories,  just 
the  same  as  reading  and  arithmetic.  With  them, 
Bible  knowledge  is  a  very  essential  clement  in  ed- 
ucation. 

I  am  informed  that  there  are  about  twenty  thou- 
sand members  in  the  two  denominations  which  are 
included  in  the  above  description.  There  is  now 
an  effort  being  made,  among  these  people,  to  unite 
the  two  factions.  Their  only  difference  is  in  the 
baptism,  the  one  using  the  forward  and  the  other 
the  backward  action. 

May  we  not  hope  that,  in  some  way,  in  the  Lord's 
own  time,  people  so  much  alike  as  they  and  we, 
may  be  workers  together  for  God? 

McPhcrson,  Kans. 
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"WHAT  fS  MAN?" 
BY  CHAS.  M.  YEAROUT. 

In  Four  Parts.— Part  Three. 

"  Dare  to  do  right,  dare  to  be  true 
You  have  a  work  that  no  other  cs 
Do  it  so  kindly,  so  bravely,  so  vv< 
Angels  will  hasten  the  story  to  te 
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kind 
is  evidenced  by  the  great  sacrifice  he  made  for 
them  in  their  fallen,  polluted  condition.  The  hu- 
man family  wandered  away  from  God,  by  giving 
heed  to  the  seducing  words  of  Satan,  and  thus  be- 
came contaminated  and  polluted  with  sin,  but  God 
was  not  willing  to  let  them  go.  But  as  man  was 
created  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  God,  and  pos- 
sessed a  certain  degree  of  divinity,  it  became  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  his  restoration  to  favor  and  fellow- 
ship with  the  heavenly  family,  that  the  divine  Son 
of  God  suffer  in  man's  stead,  and  pay  the  debt 
which  man,  in  his  depraved  state,  could  not  pay. 
God  would  not  accept  of  a  polluted  sacrifice. 
Hence  the  Pure  suffered  for  the  impure,  the  Spotless 
for  the  contaminated,  the  Innocent  for  the  guilty. 
"  For  it  became  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and 
by  whom  are  all  things,  in  bringing  many  sons  unto 
glory,  to  make  the  captain  of  their  salvation  per- 
fect through  sufferings."     Heb.  2;  10. 

We  will  never  fully  realize  in  this  life  how  much 
God  loved  us,  and  how  much  he  has  done  for  us. 
In  speaking  of  what  Christ  has  done  for  us,  the 
prophet  says:  "  He  was  wounded  for  our  transgres- 


hewas  bruised  for  our  iniquities:  the  chastise- 
that  their  position  in  regard  to  these  matters  J  ment  of  our  peace  was  upon  him:  and  with  his 
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gone  astray;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own 
way;  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of 
us  all."     Isa.  53:  5,  6. 

He  left  his  glory  that  he  had  with  the  Father, 
and  came  to  this  sin-stained  earth  to  seek  for  those 
who  had  gone  astray,  and  wandered  far  into  the 
wilderness  of  sin. 
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How  deep     - 
Nor  bow  dark  was  the  night  that  the  Lord  passed  through, 

Ere  he  found  his  sheep  that  was  lost, 
Out  in  the  desert  he  heard  its  cry- 
Sick  and  helpless,  and  ready  to  die." 
No  father  can  do  for  a  wayward   child  what  God 
has  done  for  the  human  family.     He  has  done  all 
that  can  be  done  to  induce  intelligent  beings  who 
exercise    their   volitional    powers  in   choosing    for 
themselves,  to  choose  the  paths   of  righteousness, 
heaven  and  eternal   happiness.     It  is  sad  to  think 
tings,    endowed   with    reasoning 
1  the  image  of  God,  and  but  a 
the    angels,   should    choose    the 
and   follow    the   counsels  of  their 
,  when  everything  is  lost  by  so  do- 


that   intelligent 
powers,  created 
little   lower  than 
service    of   s 
bitterest  ene 


The  devil  seeks  to  thwart  the  purpose  of  God 
in  his  plan  of  salvation,  and  bring  man  down  to 
degradation  and  shame.  It  does  not  add  to  his 
glory  to  do  so,  neither  does  he  love  mankind  or 
seek  their  happiness;  but,  as  the  enemy  of  God, 
his  aim  and  purpose  is,  to  delude  and  pollute  man- 
kind, and  thus  disqualify  them  for  that  pure  and 
holy  abode  which  is  in  reservation  for  all  the 
pure  and  holy  ones. 

There  is  one  consoling  thought,  however, — the 
devil  has  no  power  over  us  excepting  what  we 
give  him.  The  inducements  held  forth  to  get  us 
to  serve  God  are  far  superior  to  those  presented 
by  the  adversary  of  our  soul's  eternal  interests. 
God  appeals  to  reason  and  sound  judgment,  the 
devil  appeals  to  the  carnal  lusts  and  debauched 
nature.  God  manifested  his  great  love  and  in- 
terest in  our  behalf  by  the  great  sacrifice  he  made 
fo  rus.  "  For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.  For  God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to 
condemn  the  world;  but  that  the  world  through 
him  might  be  saved." 

Hence  the  whole  matter  rests  with  man  wheth- 
er he  will  or  will  not  be  saved.     While  surround- 
ing circumstances  may  have 
choice  we    make,  yet  there 
under  which  a  person  is  cor 
Job  was  severely  tried,  yet 
his  trust  and  confiden 
antly  blessed  of  God  f 


rest  from  the  burden  and  guilt  of  sin;  he  offers 
us  happiness  and  lasting  pleasure,  he  offers  us  a 
home  in  the  world  of  glory,  where  we  may  roam 
the  Elysian  fields  as  sons  of  God  and  brothers  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  God  is  mindful  of  his 
children  every  day.  He  bestows  his  rich  blessings 
upon  them.  He  also  corrects  them  of  their  er- 
rors, and  punishes  them  for  their  wrong  doing, 
that  they  may  stand  approved  in  his  sight  and 
not  be  condemned  with  the  world.  "  My  son,  de- 
spise not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Lord;  nei- 
ther be  weary  of  his  correction:  for  whom  the  Lord 
loveth  he  correcteth;  even  as  a  father  the  son  in 
whom  he  delighteth."  Psa.  3:  II,  12;  Heb.  12;  5,  6; 
Rev.  3:  19.  Judgment  is  passed  upon  the  chil- 
dren of  God  every  day  because  they  are  sons  and 
daughters  of  God,  and  must  be  pure  and  holy, 
hence  they  are  judged  daily,  and  their  sins  and 
imperfections  canceled;  otherwise  they  are  under 
the  condemnation  of  the  wicked.  The  sins  of  the 
wicked  follow  them  to  judgment,  and  there  sepa- 
rate them  from  God  and  eternal  happiness. 


THE  LOST  POWER. 
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he  remained  true  to 
God,  and  was  abund- 
i  integrity.  The  mar- 
tyrs were  put  to  the  most  trying  tests  by  every 
conceivable  means  of  torture  that  the  powers  of 
darkness  could  invent.  They  were  promised  lib- 
erty if  they  would  recant  and  give  up  their  love 
for  Christ.  They  preferred  to  seal  their  faith  with 
their  lives,  and  gave  evidence  of  its  blessedness 
in  the  throes  of  death.  They  preferred  the  burn- 
ing stake  or  the  martyr's  rack  to  the  godless  doc- 
trine of  their  tormentors,  and  shouted  victory 
with  their  last  expiring  breath.  They  confessed 
that  they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the 
earth.  They  were  offered  the  pleasures  of  sin  if 
they  would  give  up  Jesus  and  his  blessed  religion. 
Earth  had  no  fascinating  charms  or  glory  for 
them.  "But  now  they  desire  a  better  country: 
that  is  an  heavenly:  therefore  God  is  not  ashamed 
to  be  called  their  God:   for  he  hath  prepared  for 


the 


:>ty. 


The  Armenians  would  not  have  been  murdered 
by  the  bloodthirsty  Turks,  had  they  renounced 
their  religion  and  accepted  the  Moslem  faith,  but 
they  preferred  death  rather  than  give  up  their 
faith  in  Christ.  God  appeals  to  man  through  his 
word,  as  a  father  to  his  erring  son  and  daughter. 
"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
ladeD,  and  1  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke 
(the  heavenly  government)  upon  you,  and  learn 
of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart;  and  ye 
shall   find    rest   unto  your  souls."     God   offers  us 


ment  is  frequently  made,  that  the 
lost  the  power  to  perform  miracles. 
Here  the  question  may  arise,  Did  the  church  ever 
possess  the  power  to  work  miracles?  I  think  that 
a  careful  investigation  will  show  that  the  power  to 
work  miracles  was  only  given  to  individuals  in  the 
church,  and  not  to  the  body  as  a  whole.  It  is 
true,  however,  that  the  twelve  apostles  were  sent 
Out  at  one  time  with  full  power  over  all  things. 
Matt.  10:  I  says,  "And  when  he  had  called  unto 
him  his  twelve  disciples,  he  gave  them  power 
against  unclean  spirits,  to  cast  them  out,  and  to  heal 
all  manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner  of  disease." 

It  seems  to  have  been  a  special  occasion  upon 
which  he  sent  them  out,  and  he  gave  them  special 
instructions  as  to  how  they  should  equip  them- 
selves for  the  journey  and  work.  "And  as  ye  go 
preach,  saying,  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at 
hand.  Heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  lepers,  raise  the 
dead,  cast  out  devils:  freely  ye  have  received,  free- 
ly give."     Matt.  10:  7,  8. 

Then  he  tells  them  how  they  shall  provide  foi 
the  occasion,  by  saying,  "  Provide  neither  gold, 
nor  silver,  nor  bra^s,  in  your  purses;  nor  scrip  for 
your  journey,  neither  two  coats,  neither  shoes,  nor 
yet  staves;  for  the  workman  is  worthy  of  his  meat." 
Now  this  we  understand  to  be  one  of  those 
special  occasions  where  the  apostles  themselves 
were  to  learn  to  trust  the  Lord.  We  have  a  simi- 
lar case  in  the  sending  out  of  the  seventy,  as  re- 
corded in  Luke  10:  I,  "After  these  things  the 
Lord  appointed  other  seventy  also,  and  sent  them 
two  and  two  before  his  face  into  every  city  and 
place,"  etc.  To  these  he  also  gave  special  power, 
as  you  will  find  in  verse  19:  "  Behold,  I  give  unto 
you  power  to  tread  on  serpents  and  scorpions,  and 
over  all  the  power  of  the  enemy:  and  nothing 
shall  by  any  means  hurt  you." 

This  condition  of  things,  however,  did  not  con- 
tinue, even  with  the  apostles, — for  we  read  of  a 
certain  man,  who  brought  his  child  to  the  disci- 
ples for  healing,  and  here  is  what  he  said  when 
he  brought  the  child  to  Jesus:  "And  I  brought 
him  to  thy  disciples,  and  they  could  not  cure  \ 
him."  Matt.  17:  16.  It  seems  to  me  that  we 
make  improper  applications  of  Scripture  by  try- 
ing to  make  the  same  text  fit  every  case.  The 
Lord  well  knew  just  what  was  necessary  to  bring 
to  bear  his  own  purpose.  To  prove  that  he  did 
not  continue  to  delegate  to  his  disciples  the  power, 
as  cited  in  this  article,  I  call  the  reader's  attention 
to  what  Jesus  said  later,  to  the  seventy:  "  And  he 
said  unto  them,  When  I  sent  you  without  purse, 
and  scrip,  and  shoes,  lacked  ye  anything?  And 
they  said.  Nothing.  Then  said  he  unto  them,  But 
now,  he  that  hath  a  purse,  let  him  take  it,  and 
likewise  his  scrip:  and  he  that  hath  no  sword,  let 
him  sell  his  garment,  and  buy  one."  Luke  22: 
35.  36. 


Here  it  is  plainly  shown  that  even  the  twelve 
and  the  seventy  did  not  always  have  the  power 
jmich  was  given  to  them  on  those  special  occa- 
iions.  Had  it  been  the  case,  then  there  was  noth- 
ng  that  could  have  hurt  them,  but  later,  some  of 
them,  at  least,  suffered  martyrdom.  So  we  need 
not  think  strange  if  God's  people  now  may  not 
:  miracles,  as  did  some  of  the  faithful  of  yore. 
There  certainly  is  no  necessity  now  for  such  dem- 
nstrations  of  Divine  power,  outside  of  what  we 
have  revealed  in  the  words  of  Inspiration. 

We  have  the  Master  saying  in  Mark  16,  17,  ,5 
"And  these  signs  shall  follow  them  that  believe! 
In  my  name  shall  they  cast  out  devils;  they  shall 
speak  with  new  tongues;  they  shall  take  up  ser- 
pents; and  if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  shall 
not  hurt  them;  they  shall  lay  hands  on  the  sick, 
and  they  shall  recover." 

Now  this  does  not  necessarily  say  that  the  lay. 
ing  on  of  hands  is  the  only  means  that  God  has 
employed  for  healing  the  sick,  or  that  every  one 
must  be  able  to  do  this,  for  we  read  in  Mark  6: 
13,  "And  they  cast  out  many  devils,  and  anointed 
with  oil  many  that  were  sick,  and  healed  them." 

I  think  the  laying  on  of  hands  should  accompany 
all  cases  of  anointing  the  sick.  James  5:  14,  15, 
This  requires  the  prayer  of  faith. 

To  my  mind  it  seems  clear  that  there  is  a  lack 
of  faith  in  many  things  which  are  claimed  to  be 
done  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.     Among  them  may 
be   included    that   of   anointing   the    sick.    Some, 
however,   seem    to    think   the   anointing  is   not  in- 
tended for  the  physical  man,  but  the  spiritual,  on- 
ly, and  it  certainly  stands  to  reason,  that  in  such 
cases,  the  physical  man  would   not   be  benefited,— 
not  because  God  did  not  ordain  this  unction,  both 
for  the  physical  as  well  as  the  spiritual  man,  but  it 
is  from  a  want  of  faith  in  the  administrators,  that 
the   sick   do    not  get  benefit  in  their  sick  bodies. 
In  such  cases,  well  may  it  be  said  that  the  power 
to  give  relief  to  the  sick  has  been  lost.     But  why 
is  it  lost?     For  want  of  faith  in  the   Lord,  through^ 
the  means  employed.     If  the  anointings  not  for 
the  physical   man   at   all,  why   wait   till   the   physi^j 
cal  man  is  sick  before  anointing?     Every  one  whrl 
receives    this   unction,  as   well    as   those   who    ad- 
minister it,  should  say,  "Thy  will  be  done;"  and  ] 
we  will  surely  receive  what  is  the  Lord's  will,  and 
with  this  every  one  ought  to   feel  satisfied.     But  it 
is  true  now,  I  suppose,  as  of  old,  that  all  men  have 
not  faith.     I  think  we  may  truthfully  say,  "We  all 
come  short  of  a  perfect  faith." 

Faith  was,  and  may  be  yet,  a  gift,  to  some  ex- 
tent. The  gifts  in  olden  times  were  diversified. 
At  least  we  read  in  1  Cor.  12:  8-10,  "For  to  one 
is  given  by  the  Spirit  the  word  of  wisdom; 
to  another  the  word  of  knowledge  by  the  same 
Spirit;  to  another  faith  by  the  same  Spirit;  to  an- 
other the  gifts  of  healing  by  the  same  Spirit;  to 
another  the  working  of  miracles;  to  another  proph- 
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BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 
mlan  Bible.— A  Persian  Rite. 


onverteo 
Chris- 


s  profess  to  have  been  con 
from  Paganism  to  Christianity  early  in 
tian  era.  Until  the  fourth  century,  the  Bid  ^ 
read  in  Chaldee  in  their  churches,  when  the^ 
guage  was  reduced  to  writing  by  Mesrob,  *  het 
secretary  who  invented  the  Armenian  >Prf  of 
of  thirty-eight  letters,  and  translated  the  ^ 

God  from  the  Septuagint.  For  centurie*e'Sp  pro- 
Iain  entombed  in  the  massive  stone  c hurc  '  ^y. 
fusely  scattered  over  the  land,   wrapped 
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nbroidered  cloths,  and  only  brought 
forth  from  its  sarcophagus  on  special  occasions  for 
the  people  to  reverently  kiss,  and  again  hidden  in 
the  deep  darkness  of  those  gloomy  vaults  to  await 
its  resurrection  day.  The  ages  slowly  swept  round 
their  cycles,  till  the  day  appointed  in  heaven's 
calendar.  Then,  as  at  the  first,  God  said,  "  Let 
there  be  light,  and  there  was  light!" 

"Asdavadzaschoonch" — God-breath, — is  the  Ar- 
menian word  for  Bible.  It  was  indeed  a  "valley  of 
dry  bones"  into  which  the  breath  of  life  entered, 
and  a  nation  awoke  from  the  sleep  of  ages!  For 
"there  is  a  spirit  in  man,  and  the  inspiration  of 
the  Almighty  giveth  understanding." 

The  modern  Armenian  version  of  the  Scriptures 
is  so  pure  and  classical  that  it  will  be  the  stand- 
ard of  the  language  for  future  generations.  The 
translation  was  the  work  of  Dr.  Riggs  (Congrega- 
tionalist)  of  Constantinople,  whose  Chaldee  gram- 
mar, prepared  when  he  was  a  student  in  his  mi- 
nority at  Amherst  College,  is  now  the  standard 
text-book  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
It  was  our  great  regret  to  witness,  a  few  days 
ago,  a  very  ghastly  Persian  ceremony,  a  rite  which 
we  had  frequently  heard  and  read  about,  and 
which  we  had  always  thought  awful  enough  at  on- 
ly hearing  and  reading  about.  Think,  dear  reader, 
what  the  reality  must  have  been  to  our  nerves  and 
sensitive  feelings! 
We  have  a  colony  of  some  3,000  Persians  in 
'  Smyrna.  Their  religion  differs  greatly  from  that 
of  the  false  prophet.  They  are  the  followers  of 
Ali,  who,  with  Omar,  was  the  nephew  of  Moham- 
et. The  ceremony  was  intended  to  commemo- 
rate the  death  of  Hussein  who  was  killed  by  some 
adepts  of  Mohammedanism.  This  (according  to 
them)  tragic  death  is  commemorated  by  two  days 
of  prayer,  fasting,  penitence  and  self-inflicted  mor- 
tification of  a  most  brutal  character.  The  long 
procession  started  from  the  Persian  cemetery  on 
Sunday  night  at  9  P.  M.,  in  the  following  order: 
The  police;  behind  them  a  Turkish  brass-band, 
olaying  p.Jdoleful,  heart-rending,  monotonous  dead 
'  Uarch.  Sbtxje  twenty  standard-bearers  followed, 
iich  bearing  the  Persian  flag,  which  represents  a 
r..on  holding  a  sword,  the  sun  rising  behind  his 
back;  the  whole  on  white  ground,  lined  with 
green.  Three  magnificent  unmounted  horses  fol- 
lowed, one  of  them  having  three  doves  perched 
on  his  back,  to  symbolize  what  we  have  not  been 
able  to  find  out  until  the  present  writing.  After 
the  horses  came  the  Persian  notability  of  our 
city,  walking  behind  with  heads  bowed  down  and 
sad  countenances.  Behind  them  were  all  the  Per- 
sians of  Smyrna,  walking  one  behind  the  other  on 
both  sides  of  the  streets  they  went  over,  beat- 
ing with  the  palm  of  their  right  hand  their  bare 
left  breast,  and  shouting  with  tears,  "Ah,  Hussein! 
Ah  Hussein!  "  while  in  the  left  hand  they  held  a 
lighted  candle.  The  children  of  the  Persian  school, 
walking  in  the  same  order,  did  the  same  thing. 

Now  came  the  ban  morceau,  which  was  the 
ghastliest  sight  we  ever  saw.  Some  thirty 
men,  young  and  old,  with  shaved  heads  _... 
toxicated  with  haschish,  were  clad  in  long  white 
flowing  garments.  All  howled.  Each  one  of  them 
held  a  sharp  sword  (or  sabre  rather)  and,  aft- 
er brandishing  it  right  and  left  in  the  air,  and 
sharpening  it  on  the  sword  of  his  opposite  col- 
leagues, would  strike  his  own  forehead  so  hard 
that  the  blood  would  gush  out  and  flow  in  tor- 
rents. We  were  standing  at  the  terminus  of  the 
procession.  For  a  good  long  hour  had  these  bar- 
barians been  mutilating  themselves.  By  the  time 
we  saw  them,  the  faces  and  white  robes  were 
literally  covered  wiih  blood,  They  did  not  spare 
themselves.  One  of  them  died  midway,  he  (it  was 
sj»d)  having  split  his  cranium  in  two.  During 
this  operation  what  howling  of  wolves!  The  whole 
population  was  thronging  the  streets,  to  witness 
ne  horrors.  Doors,  windows,  roofs  and  terraces 
were  crowded  with  people.  It  is  reported  that 
many  women,  and  even  men,  fainted  at  viewing 
the  awful  sight. 

he  next  day  the  same  thing  occurred  at  4   P. 
"  "ft  "n  a  milder  form,    The  same  procession,— 


but  instead  of  men  cutting  themselves  with  swords, 
they  now  flogged  their  naked  backs  with  chains, 
whose  every  link  had  sharp  points  which  tore 
their  bleeding  shoulders,  backs  and  sides. 

The  terminus  of  these  processions  was  the 
mosque  where  the  wounded,  now  looked  upon  as 
saints  and  martyrs,  had  their  sores  washed  and 
properly  attended  to.  After  some  time  spent  in 
prayer,  they  had  refreshments  and  a  hearty  meal, 
which  often,  with  some  people,  has  a  healing  in- 
fluence! .  .  .  Surely,  we  thought,  the  heathen 
who  know  not  God  do  not  exhibit  such  brutality, 
such  barbarism!  Surely,  the  followers  of  Buddha 
and  Brahma  have  not  invented  these  refinements(?) 
of  savagery  and  inhuman  mortification!  We  had 
always  thought  very  highly  of  the  Persians;  knew 
them  to  be  less  fanatic,  more  enlightened  than 
the  Mohammedans.  We  had  never  thought  that 
they  could  be  guilty  of  such  mediaeval  practices. 
We  might  here  ask,  What  has  the  Christian  church 
done  for  Persia?  Almost  nothing!  There  are 
some  Roman  Catholic  priests,  a  Nestorian  church, 
a  few  American  Congregational  missionaries,— that 
is  all.  Surely,  "Thy  kingdom  come"  will  have  a 
new  meaning  to  us  now.  O,  how  much  there  is 
yet  to  be  done!  Those  who  are  complacently 
waiting  for  Christ  to  return  in  a  few  years  on  the 
literal  clouds  of  heaven,  know  little  of  the  Word 
and  the  world. 

Another  thought  came  to  us  as  we  witnessed  the 
dismal  ceremony  which  we  hope  never  to  view 
again.  It  was  the  sincerity  and  piety  of  these 
poor,  deluded  people.  Christ,— his  Holy  Name 
be  praised, — has  never  asked  that  we  should  mu- 
tilate our  bodies,  but  only  that  we  should  love 
him,  believe  him,  follow  him  and  keep  his  com- 
mandments which,  John  tells  us,  are  "  not  griev- 
ous." How  simple  is  Christianity!  How  few  her 
requirements,  and  yet  how  little  we  do  to  please 
him  who  "  pleased  not  himself!  "  "  The  sacrifices 
of  God  are  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,"  and 
even  this  kind  of  sacrifice,  which  requires  neither 
swords  nor  the  lashing  of  prickled  chains,  we  do 
not  offer.  Reader,  shall  publicans  and  harlots, 
Persians  and  idolaters  go  before  us  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven?    O,  let  us  look  at  the  cross  as  we 


mg, 


"  Love  so  amazing,  so  divine, 
Demands  my  life,  my  soul,  my  all." 
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LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 
David's    Confession  and   Forgiveness. — Ps.   33:  1-11. 

(Lessen  Jor  Aug.  16,  1896.) 

In  one  very  important  respect,  Bible  history  dif- 
fers from  all  other  histories.  In  the  records  given 
by  men,  we  have  largely  set  forth  the  good  deeds 
of  the  lives  of  the  world's  heroes,  while  their  mis- 
takes and  sins  are  carefully  kept  in  the  back- 
ground. They  are  "  covered  over,"  as  the  common 
saying  runs,  by  the  veil  of  charity.  But  in  Bible 
history  we  have  the  more  faithful  record  given;  and 
the  lives  of  these  heroes  are  faithful  records  of  the 
the  lives  of  men  as  they  were  lived  among  men. 

Though  it  was  said  of  David  that  he  was  "  a  man 
after  God's  own  heart,"  yet  he  sinned,  and,  as  we 
think,  most  grievously  sinned.  We  have  often 
wondered  why  it  was  thought  necessary  that  this 
part  of  his  life  should  have  been  recorded, — why 
not  let  this  part  of  his  life  remain  untold,— as  the 
world  has  been  making  history  ever  since.  But 
then  would  it  not  be  history.  It  would  only  be  part 
of  the  truth,  and  that  would  not  be  the  Lord's  way 
of  doing.  To  withhold  is  not  to  tell  the  whole 
truth,  which  is  equivalent  to  telling  an  untruth. 

Right  here  we  may  all  get  a  very  good  lesson. 
When,  to  withhold,  misleads  others  to  their  detri- 
ment, it  is  always  wrong  to  do  so,  in  several  ways. 
First,  it  is  a  wrong  to  those  who  are  misled.  The 
wrong  in  this  case  is  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
the  injury  thus  received.  But  no  matter  how  smal 
or  how  great  the  injury,  perhaps  the  wrong  is  then 
all  the  same,  and  should  be  avoided  by  all  who  de 
sire  to  do  right, 


But  the  greater  wrong  in  withholding  a  part  of 
the  truth  or  covering  over  the  sin  is,  that  it  de- 
stroys the  possibility  of  confession.  Confession 
was  the  redeeming  element  of  David's  life.  There 
were  two  things  in  the  life  of  David  that  made  him 
a  man  after  God's  own  heart.  The  first  one  was, 
that  he  had  what  we  generally  name  a  natural  inr 
clination  to  do  right.  He  both  loved  and  feared 
the  Lord.  He  loved  because  of  his  goodness,  and 
feared  to  disobey  him  because  he  loved  him. 
This  we  call  "  godly  fear,"— a  fear  begotten  of  God. 

The  second  thing  that  commended  David  to  the 
Lord  was,  that,  when  he  did  a  wrong,  he  was  al- 
ways ready  to  confess  and  ask  pardon.  God  knew 
that  all  men  were  sinners  and  subject  to  sin. 
Therefore  he  was  not  looking  after  or  seeking  the 
perfect  man,  but  he  was  seeking  after  a  man  who 
was  honest,  who  desired  to  do  right,  and  who, 
when  he  failed  or  was  led  into  sin,  was  ready  to 
make  confessions  and  ask  forgiveness.  Such  a  man 
was  David,  and  because  of  this  the  Lord  honored 
him  by  saying  that  he  was  a  man  after  his  own 
heart. 

Had  the  man  after  God's  own  heart  been  the  per- 
fect man,  we  could  never  hope  to  be  such;  as  this 
standard  is  above  human  possibilities.  But  taking 
men  as  standards  who  are  inclined  to  the  right  and 
arc  ready  to  confess  when  in  the  wrong,  and  we 
have  a  possible  standard  for  us  all. 

In  the  life  of  David  we  have  the  extreme 
limits  of  good  and  bad,  with  a  wide  interven- 
ing range.  And  while  this  is  so,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  his  goodness  is  found  in  the  average,  and 
that,  in  making  this  average,  the  goodness  in  his 
life,  by  far,  overbalanced  the  wrong. 

Men  whose  hearts  are  not  inclined  to  the  right 
have  a  disposition  to  to  take  advantage  of  the  bad- 
ness in  the  life  of  David,  and  make  that  phase  of  it 
a  standard  of  their  own.  But  it  will  readily  be  seen 
that  such  a  position  is  a  false  one,  because  the  mo- 
tives prompting  such  persons  are  entirely  different 
from  the  motives  that  prompted  the  actions  of  Da- 
vid. David  sinned  because  he  was  overcome  in 
temptation.  Those  who  would  take  his  failures  as 
an  excuse  for  wrong  doing,  do  it  because  they  arc 
inclined  to  sin, — want  to  sin.  Having  these  incli- 
nations and  desires,  the  conditions  for  repentance 
would  be  wanting  and  therefore  could  not  follow. 

Let  us  look  at  the  language  of  David,  as  we  have 
it  in  this  lesson:  "  Blessed  is  he  whose  transgres- 
sion is  forgiven,  whose  sin  is  covered." 

This  is    a   state    that    is    based    on    conditions. 

A  man  who  wilfully  sins  cannot  expect  transgres-  • 

sions  forgiven  or  sins  covered.     We  must  discrim- 

ate  between  the  willful  sin   and  the  sin   of  weak- 


For  the  willful  sin  the 


provision 


de,  because  the  conditions  of  repentance  are 
wanting,  and  therefore  the  blessing  cannot  be 
claimed. 

In  the  second  verse  we  have:  "  Blessed  is  the 
man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not  iniquity,  and 
in  whose  spirit  there  is  no  guile." 

Such  an  one  cannot  be  the  man  who  seeks  license 
to  sin,  because  sin  is  imputed  against  the  man  who 
desires  sin.  The  desire  itself  is  sin.  As  long  as 
this  desire  is  present,  the  condition  of  repentance  is 
absent,  and  in  the  absence  of  repentance,  the  im- 
putation remains. 

The  man  who  may  be  blessed — and  to  whom  sin  is 
imputed,  is  the  man  in  whose  heart  there  is  "  no 
guile."  Such  an  one  sins  only  when  overcome  by 
temptation,  in  which  case  repentance  always  fol- 
lows; and  with  this  feeling,  forgiveness  comes,  so 
that,  in  the  failures  of  the  life  of  David  there  can 
be  no  cover  for  sin  for  those  who  seek  such  a  cov- 
er. This  is  the  lesson  of  warning,  and  we  should 
give  heed  to  it.  Don't  seek  to  hide  your  sins  be- 
hind the  few  found  in  David's  life,  because  you 
cannot  have  the  balance  that  will  average  up  to  his 
standard.  You  may  have  an  over-burden  of  the 
badness,  but  you  cannot  have  the  goodness  while 
sin-inclined.  Neither  can  you  have,  with  such  feel- 
ings; the  conditions  of  repentance.  The  lesson  of 
encouragement  we  get  is,  that  when  we  sin  through 
weakness  and  repent,  as  David  repented,  we  can 
have  forgiveness,  k,  b,  b, 
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WE  ARE  UNFAITHFUL. 


If  man  could  rule,  his  love  of  change  would  mar 
The  purple  dignity  that  wraps  the  hills; 

Pluck  out  from  the  blue  sky  some  perfect  star, 
And  set  it  elsewhere  as  his  fancy  wills. 

Train  the  gnarled  apple  tree  more  straightly  up; 

Lift  violet's  head,  so  long  and  meekly  bowed; 
With  some  new  odor  fill  her  purple  cup, 

And  gild  the  rosy  fringes  of  a  cloud. 

For  mark!  last  year  I  loved  the  violet  best, 

And  tied  her  tender  colors  in  my  hair; 
To-day  I  wear  on  mv  inconstant  breast 

and  count  her  just  as  fair. 


We  are  unfaithful,— only  God  is  true 
To  hold  secure  the  landmarks  of  tbe  past, 

To  paint  year  after  year  the  hairbell  blue, 
And  in  the  same  sweet  mould  its  shape  to  cast 

Oh,  steadfast  nature,  let  us  learn  of  thee! 

Thou  canst  create  a  new  (lower  at  thy  will. 
And  yet  through  all  the  years  canst  faithful  be 

To  the  sweet  pattern  of  a  daffodil. 

— Cur'i'i/  Lite/. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 


From  the  letters  received  from  members  of  the 
Circle  by  our  Secretary,  she  has  compiled  the  fol- 

REPORT  OF  READING  DONE. 

16  have  completed  the  course;  I  has  read  n 
books:  1,  9;  5,  8;  5,  7;  7,  6;  4,  5;  25,  4;  25,  3;  27,  2; 
18.1; 

Total  number  of  members  who  have  sent  in  re- 
ports, 134.  Aggregate  number  of  books  read  as 
above  reported,  596. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  have 
completed  the  Reading  Circle  course:  Mrs.  Aman- 
da Fahnestock,  McPherson,  Kans.;  S.  B.  Fahne- 
stock,  McPherson,  Kans.;  W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsar,  In- 
dia; Mrs.  W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsar,  India;  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Miller,  Bridgewater,  Va.;  Lizzie  S.  Sanger,  Bridge- 
water,  Va.;  Martha  Click,  Weyer's  Cave,  Augusta 
Co.,  Va.;  John  E.  Otto,  Sharpsburg,  Md.;  D.  L. 
Forney,  Palestine,  Ark.;  Jacob  Stover,  Edgemont, 
Md.;  May  Stover,  Edgemont,  Md.;  Ellen  McOuoid, 
McPherson,  Kans.;  Ella  Sprenkel,  York,  Pa.;  Lou- 
ise Sprenkel,  York,  Pa.;  John  R.  Snyder,  BellefoD- 
taine,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Stump,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

546,  Lucinda  Stauffer,  Pittsburg,  Ohio;  547,  John 
C.  Grove,  126  N.  Hartley  St.,  York,  Pa.;  548,  Mrs. 
Phares  N.  Becker,  Mastersonville,  Pa.;  549,  W.  H. 
Fry,  Scalp  Level,  Pa.;  550,  W.  S.  Murray,  Hol- 
lins,  Va.;  551,  Louisa  M.  Martin,  Florin,  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.;  552,  Florence  Hess,  Waynesboro,  Pa. 
The  name  of  Melbourne  Mabec,  Frederick,  South 
Dakota,  is  added  to  our  list  of  Local  Secretaries. 
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It    IS    110c    'avi"u 

be  seen,  out  of 


3-  doubt  but  that  a  great  deal  of  read 
done  by  members  that  is  not  i 
ive  report,  for,  as  will  be  seen,  1 
p  of  552,   we   have  only    134   report 
se  who  have  not  done  so,  will  prompt- 
the  Secretary  the  amount  of  reading 
>ne.     Do  not  wait  till  you  have  read 
or  more  books,   but  let  us  hear  from 

who  complete  the  course  and  send  in 
ificates,  should  not  forget  to  send  ten 
small  amount  is  charged  to  cover  cost 
id  postage,  and  no  one  will  refuse  to 
James  M.  Neff. 


THE  EDITOR'S  WASTE-BASKET. 

One  of  these  days  we  may  permit  the  readers 
to  glance    at  the  Messenger  waste-basket,   but  in 

le  meantime  they  may  read  below,  what  Tal- 
mage  has  to  say  of  his: 

"On  our  way  out  the  newspaper  rooms  we  stum- 
bled over  the  basket  in  which  is  deposited  the 
literary  material  which  we  cannot  use.  The  bas- 
ket upset  and  surprised  us  with  its  contents.  On 
the  top  were  some  things  that  looked  like  fifteen 
or  twenty  poems.  People  outside  have  no  idea  of 
the  amount  of  rhyme  that  comes  to  a  printing  of- 
fice. The  fact  is,  that  at  some  period  in  every- 
one's life  he  writes  'poetry.'  His  existence  de- 
pends upon  it.  We  wrote  ten  or  fifteen  verses  our- 
selves once.  Had  we  not  written  them  just  there 
and  then,  we  might  not  be  here.  They  were  in 
long  metre,  and  'Old  Hundred '  would  have  fitted 
them  grandly.  Many  people  are  seized  with  the 
poetic  spasm  when  they  are  sick,  and  their  lines 
are  apt  to  begin  with 

"  O  mortality!  how  frail  art  thou! " 

"Others  on  Sabbath  afternoons  write  Sabbath 
school  hymns,  adding  to  the  batch  of  infinite  non- 
sense that  the  children  are  compelled  to  swallow. 
For  others  a  beautiful  curl  is  a  corkscrew  pulling 
out  canto  after  canto.  -Nine-tenths  of  the  rhyme 
that  comes  to  a  printing-office  cannot  be  used. 
You  hear  a  rough  tear  of  paper,  and  you  look 
around  to  see  the  managing  editor  adding  to  the 
responsibilities  of  his  chip-basket.  What  a  way 
that  is  to  treat  incipient  Tennyson*  and  Longfel- 
lows! 

"  Next  to  the  poetic  effusions  tumble  out  trea- 
tises on  '  Constitutional  Law,'  heavy  enough  to 
break  the  basket.  We  have  noticed  that  after  a 
man  has  got  so  dull  he  can  get  no  one  willing  to 
hear  htm,  he  takes  to  profound  exposition.  Out 
from  the  same  chip-basket  rolls  a  great  pile  of  an- 
nouncements that  people  want  put  among  the 
editorials,  so  as  to  save  the  expense  of  the  adver- 
tising columns.  They  tell  us  the  article  they 
wish  to  recommend  will  have  a  highly  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  church  and  the  wor  d.  It  is  a 
religious  churn,  or  a  moral  horse-rake,  or  a  conse- 
crated fly-trap.  They  almost  get  us  crying  over 
their  new  kind  of  grindstone,  and  we  put  the  letter 
down  on  the  table  while  we  get  out  our  pocket- 
handkerchief,  when  our  assistant  takes  hold  of  the 
document  and  gives  it  a  rip,  and  pitches  it  into 
the  chip  basket. 

"  Next  in  the  pile  of  torn  and  upset  things  is 
the  speech  of  some  one  on  the  momentous  occa- 
sion of  the  presentation  of  a  gold-headed  cane, 
or  silver  pitcher,  or  brass  kettle  for  making  pre- 
serves. It  was  'unexpected,'  'a  surprise,'  and 
'undeserved,'  and  would  'long  be  cherished.' 
'  Great  applause,  and  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  house,' 
etc.,  etc.  But  there  is  not  much  room  in  a  paper 
for  speeches.  In  this  country  everybody  speaks. 
An  American  is  in  his  normal  condition  when  he 
is  making  a  speech.  He  is  born  with  '  Fellow 
citizens' in  his  mouth,  and  closes  his  earthly  life 
by  saying,  'One  word  more  and  I  have  done.' 
Speeches  being  so  common,  newspaper  readers  do 
not  want  a  large  supply,  and  so  many  of  these  ut- 
terances, intended  to  be  immortal,  drop  into  ob- 
livion through  that  inexhaustible  reservoir,  the  ed- 
itorial chip-basket," 


EDUCATION  AND  RELIGION. 


BY  LULA   HAKSHB 


An   education   is   one    of    the    most 
things  to  be  considered  in  preparing  us  foi 


"Portan, 
place 


■  n   the  spiritual,   business,   social    and  intellect,,  1 
world.    To  be  well  educated  is  an  accomplishmrj 
one  cannot  well  afford  to  neglect.     While  it  is 
so  hard  for  us  to  obtain  an  education  as  it  vvas  f 
our  forefathers,  all  the  more  we  should  strive  f 
it  and   when   once   mastered,   then  retain  it.    Th 
complete  system  of  learning,  as  we  have  it  now  is 
one  of  the  greatest  institutions  of  man,  yet,  if  not 
sanctified  by  religion,  it  is  worse  than  useless.    Bv 
our  knowledge  of  good   and  evil,   by  our  concep. 
tion  of  the  thoughts  of  great  and   good   men,  by 
the  exercise  of  our  mind  and  brain,  we  have  gained 
strength   and   wisdom,   and   are    enabled  to  be  a 
power   for    good    or,   alas,    for    evil.     Education 
coupled  with  religion,   makes  us   the  superior  be- 
ings our  Creator  intended  us  to  be,  but,  "Lo,  this 
only  have  I  found,  that  God  hath  made  man  up- 
right; but  they  have  sought  out  many  inventions." 
Psa.  7:  29. 

Let  us  note  some  things  that  education  and  re- 
ligion combined  can  accomplish!  April  7,  1883, 
the  City  of  New  York  was  in  mourning.  Shops 
were  closed,  flags  were  at  half-mast,  bells  tolled, 
and  all  day  throngs  of  people  passed  an  open  coffin 
in  which  rested  a— president?  No.  A  great  gen- 
eral? Not  at  all.  One  who  owned  splendid  car- 
riages and  magnificent  diamonds?  Far  from  it. 
Only  plain  Peter  Cooper,  ninety-two  years  of  age- 
one  of  the  kindest,  gentlest  and  noblest  men  of 
America.  And  why  was  he  so  loved?  Simply 
because  his  education  was  sanctified  by  religion. 
He  was  born  poor  and  was  not  ashamed  to  own  it. 
By  his  own  will  and  perseverance  he  struggled 
amid  many  obstacles  for  an  education,  with  a  no- 
ble purpose  in  view,  namely,  the  desire  to  buil 
a  place  where  the  poor  boys  and  rrWs  of  N 
York  could  get  an  education  free.  Time  fulfu. 
his  heart's  desire.  After  sixty-four  years  of  la? 
Peter  Cooper  was  enabled  to  erect  his  free  colleg' 
and  the  great  six-story  brownstone  building  stands 
a  mute  testimony,  with  the  thousands  of  men  and 
women  who  have  been  lifted  to  a  higher  plane  of 
living  by  the  toil  and  patience  of  one  whose  hard- 
earned  education  was  truly  sanctified  by  a  grand 
religion.  We  see  the  author  of  this  great  institu- 
tion dying  with  these  words  on  his  lips,  "  My  sun 
is  not  setting  in  clouds  and  darkness,  but  is  go- 
ing down  cheerfully  in  a  clear  firmament,  lighted 
up  by  the  glory  of  God."  Surely,  goodness  is  its 
own  reward. 

In  Johns  Hopkins  we  find  another  character 
like  the  above.  Alexander  Stephens  said,  "  I  fc° 
it  my  duty  to  try  to  make  everybody  as  happy  as 
I  can."  That  is  sufficient  insight  to  his  character 
to  show  the  philanthropy  in  his  nature. 

Read  the  history  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  G.  Morton  and 
learn  that  his  education  and  religion  has  secured 
imperishable  good  to  humanity.  Many  more  are 
the  names  of  those  who  have  labored  for  self- 
culture  that  they  might  be  a  help  and  inspiration 
to  their  fellow-men. 

Finally  we  learn  that  an  education  makes  a  good 
man  better  or  a  bad  man  worse.  Let  us,  in  secur- 
ing our  education,  also  try  to  obtain  religion,  to 
make  it  safe,  and  by  so  doing  we  will  have  chosen 
that  good  part  which  shall  not  be  taken  away. 
Ind.Juneso. 


To  be  "  contented  "  is  to  be  contained  in  one 
own  sphere— to  recognize  God's  limitations  for  "^ 
in  the  field  of  work  and  influence  which  he  assign 
to  us.     To  be  "  satisfied  "  is  to   be  so  full  that  1 
want  nothing  more.     It  is  our  duty  to  be  contend I 
wherever  .ve  are.     It  is  not  our  duty  to  be  satis  ^ 
with  any  present  attainment.    We  ought  always 
be  reaching  forward  and  upward  for  more 
and  better,  in  whatever  sphere  of  life  to  which  ^ 
has  appointed  us.     The  true   child   of  God" 
tented  now.^and  he  iliall  be  satisfied  by  and  by. 


August  S,  1896. 
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BY    B.    E.    KESLER. 

In  many  places  in  our  beloved  Brotherhood  our 
people  are  subjected  to  inconveniences  for  want  of 
church  houses  in  which  to  meet  with  the  people  to 
worship  and  instruct  them  in  the  principles  of  the 
ductrine  of  Christ.  Especially  is  this  true  in  new 
fields.  But  what  I  wish  to  impress  upon  our  minds 
by  this  article  is  the  need  of  suitable  men  to  work 
in  those  fields.  In  the  first  place  we  need  more  la- 
borers,— more  workers.  Again  we  need  men  who 
are  willing  to  work, — men  and  women,  too,  who  are 
willing  to  more  fully  consecrate  themselves  to  the 
work  and  even  make  sacrifices,  if  need  be,  for  the 
advancement  of  ihe  cause. 

Then,  again,  we  need  to  remove,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, the  embarrassments  attending  those  in  charge 
of  such  fields.  To  be  a  success  the  missionary 
must  be  entirely  relieved,  in  one  way  or  another, 
from  financial  embarrassment,  and,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, from  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  life.  Yet,  after 
this  is  done,  if  the  missionary  cannot  fully  conse- 
crate his  whole  aim  to  the  one  end, — the  salvation 
of  souls, — he  will  be  a  failure.  "  Pray  ye  therefore 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  send  more  la- 
borers into  his  harvest." 

After  all  these  deficiencies  and  imperfections 
found  in  those  we  now  have,  and  all  the  inconven- 
-  lences  to  which  they  are  subjected,  are  removed,  we 
need  rnor-Y-  The  field,  if  not  the  harvest,  is  great, 
ind  we  .leeo\not  look  for  harvest,  until  we  have  cul- 
tivated the  field.  There  are  many  places  where  the 
._ord  could  use  more  such  material,  as  we  now  have, 
imperfect  as  it  may  be,  to  good  advantage,  if  we 
would  send  them. 

Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  it  is  time  we  awake  to 
the  needs  of  the  cause  along  this  line.  "Pray  ye 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest!  "  Again,  while  the  needs 
in  new  fields  are  apparent  and  so  urgent,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  even  more  prayerful  consideration,  to  know 
that  we  have  good  church  houses  in  many  places 
that,  with  our  present  force  and  way  of  applying  it, 
we  are  unable  to  supply  with  a  shepherd,  to  feed 
the  flock.  The  result  is  that  the  cause  is  suffering 
spiritually  and  financially  as  well.  Is  it  possible 
that  we  shall  suffer  the  many  good  church  houses, 
where  we  have  no  resident  ministers,  to  decay,  and 
the  little  flocks  about  them  to  attach  themselves  to 
other  societies,  just  for  want  of  a  shepherd?  God 
forbid!     But  how  may  we  remedy  it? 

Well,  let  us  see,  first,  what  effective  means  we 
now  have,  if  properly  utilized.  In  the  first  place 
here  is  church  A.,  with  four  or  five  ministers.  How 
many  appointments  do  you  fill  each  month,  breth- 
ren? 

"Well,  we  like  the  old  plan  of  going  'two  and 
two.  So  we  cannot  have  more  than  about  eight  or 
ten  regular  meetings  a  month."  Besides  we  like  to 
visit  the  neighboring  church  occasionally. 

No  harm  in  that;  but  why  not  have  them  fill  your 
appointments,  if  you  fill  theirs?  Why,  it  is  not  ev- 
tn  good  economy  to  neglect  your  own  work  to 
help  somebody  else  that  don't  need  you.  How 
badly  does  your  neighboring  church  need  you? 
Why,  one  earnest  Baptist  minister  would  do  almost 
as  much  preaching  as  all  four  or  five  of  you  breth- 
What  do  you  think  of  that?- 

is  church  B.,  with  six  or  seven  minis- 
inquire  about  the  number  of  appointments 
and  you  arc  told,  "  Well,  our  ministers  live  some- 
at  separated  and  we  have  to  be  a  little  careful 
about  our  meetings  so  we  do 
*ne?tts:' 


The 


:  any  disappoiiit- 


Good;  but  would  not  a  little  more  system  remove 
all  danger  along  that  line?  Just  think,  brethren, 
how  much  would  one  live,  energetic  Methodist 
minister  lack  of  doing  as  much  preaching  as  all  six 
or  seven  of  you?  "I  speak  this  to  your  shame," 
Is  there  not  a  cause?  What's  the  matter,  breth- 
ren? - 

All  "  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due, "  but  are  there 
not  many  places  at  which,  and  ways  in  which,  we 
could  improve  our  methods  of  applying  the  force 
we  now  have?  In  the  second  and  last  place  there 
are  churches, — sometimes  with  even  a  small  mem- 
bership,— that  have  good  material.  Why  not  call 
more  into  service  and  send  out  either  them  or  some 
of  the  older  ones?  "  How  shall  they  preach  except 
they  be  sent?  and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?  And  how  shall  they  believe  on  him  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard?  " 

"  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that 
he  will  send  laborers  into  his  harvest." 

Litchfield,  III. 


MISSIONARY  MEETINGS. 


BY    Ll/ZIfc     /1-.H.LL-; 


"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 

To  carry  out  this  command  more  fully,  every 
church  should  have  regular  missionary  meetings,  to 
teach  the  need,  and  arouse  enthusiasm  in  this  di- 
rection. 

If  you  are  doing  no  special  work  in  this  line,  btf- 
gin  at  once.  There  may  be  difficulties  in"  the  way, 
but  these  met  and  overcome,  will  help  to  pave 
the  way  to  success. 

If  you  have  not  a  missionary  spirit,  have  you  the 
spirit  of  Christ?  Was  not  his  work,  while  here  on 
earth,  mission  work? 

If  you  have  no  regular  work  of  this  kind  take  up 
the  Armenian  Orphan  cause  and  pledge  yourselves  to 
support  one  or  more  of  these,  in  addition  to  the 
work  you  are  already  doing.  The  cause  demands 
our  attention;  and  every  Christian  should  be  inter- 
ested. Just  thirty  dollars  to  support  a  homeless 
child  one  year,  and  place  it  where  it  will  learn  of 
Christ.  Do  not  neglect  this  work!  "Even  so  it 
is  not  the  will  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven 
that  one  of  these  little  ones  should  perish,"  and 
"  whoso  shall  receive  one  such  little  child  in  my 
name  receiveth  me." 


TALK  ABOUT  HARD  TIMES. 

[A  brother  hands  us  the  following  for  publica- 
tion.    It  contains  food  for  thought. — Eu.] 

Not  a  little  is  said  these  days  about  hard  times. 
At  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Ottawa,  when  a  little 
over  S300  was  raised  for  mission  purposes  in  the 
tabernacle,  many  said  that  was  a  good  collection 
for  these  hard  times.  It  was  a  good  collection 
when  compared  with  the  giving  of  other  years  and 
we  praise  the  Lord  for  it.  But  the  thought  some- 
times presses  itself  upon  me  that  "hard  times"  is 
taken  simply  as  an  excuse  for  not  doing  for  the 
Lord  what  we  have  an  opportunity  and  should  do 
for  Him.  It  will  be  a  little  surprising  to  many, 
and  it  was  to  me,  when  I  was  credibly  informed 
that  "  not  far  from  Siooo  was  spent  at  our  Annual 
Meeting  at  Ottawa  for  tent  pictures,  and  groups  of 
families  and  friends."  Why  was  not  a  cry  for  hard 
times  heard  for  this  expenditure?  The  photogra- 
pher seemed  to  be  doing  a  good  business  on  the 
grounds  even  when  no  one  else  was  doing  it.  And 
even  to-day,  did  every  one  that  spends  money  for 
pictures  turn  around  and  give  that  much  to  the 
Lord's  work  it  would  be  doing  to  his  cause  only 
equal  to  what  we  spend  on  self  to  little  use.  No 
doubt,  though,  were  we  to  approach  the  persons 
who  spent  dollars  for  pictures  and  ask  for  a  contri- 
bution for  some  good  work,  they  would  say:  "The 
times  are  too  hard." 

Other  expenditures,  entirely  unnecessary,  might 
be  mentioned  but  the  principle  is  the  same  and  it 
rests  with  me  and  you,  dear  brother  and  sister,  as 
we  handle  the  means  the   Lord  has  placed  in  our 


hands.     Will  he  accord  to  us  the 
"  You   have   been    faithful    stewards,"    or    will 
charge   us  with  wastefulness   and    heartlessness 
the  work  of  the  Lord?    Think  on  these  things,  " 
whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 


words, 
rill    he 


for 


ONE  MINUTE  TO  TALK. 


There  is  no  sweeter  joy  in  life  than  the  knowl- 
edge that  the  seed  of  a  kindly  utterance  has  found 
root  in  the  unpromising  soil  of  a  sin-dcfilcd  hu- 
man heart. 

It  is  said  that  an  itinerant  minister,  some  years 
ago,  was  passing  through  a  prison  crowded  with 
convicts,  showing  every  phase  of  ignorance  and 
brutality. 

One  gigantic  fellow  crouched  alone  in  a  corner, 
his  feet  chained  to  a  ball.  There  was  an  unhealed 
wound  on  his  face  where  he  had  .been  shot  while 
trying  to  escape.  The  sight  of  the  dumb,  gaunt 
figure  touched  the  visitor's  sympathies, 

"How  long  has  he  to  serve?"  he  asked  the 
keeper. 

'■  For  life." 

"  Has  he  anybody  outside  to  look  after  him, — 
wife  or  child?" 

"How  should  I  know?  Nobody  has  ever  no- 
ticed him  all  the  time  he  has  been  here." 

"May  I  speak  to  him?" 

"Yes,  but  only  for  a  minute." 

The  minister  hesitated.  What  could  he  say  in 
one  minute?  He  touched  the  man's  torn  cheek. 
"  I  am  sqrry,"  he  said.     "  I  wish  I  could  help  you." 

The  convict  looked  keenly  at  him,  and  the  hard 
lines  of  his  face  softened,  and  he  nodded  to  indi- 
cate that  he  believed  in  the  sympathy  expressed. 

"  I  am  going  away,  and  shall  never  see  you 
again,  perhaps,  but  you  have  a  Friend  who  will 
stay  here  with  you." 

The  small,  keen  eyes  were  on  him;  the  prisoner 
dragged  himself  up,  waiting  and  eager. 

"You  have  heard  of  Jesus?  " 

"  Yes." 

"  He  is  your  friend.  If  you  are  good  and  true, 
and  pray  God  to  help  you,  I  am  sure  he  will  care 
for  you." 

"  Come,  sir!  "  called  the  keeper,  "  Time's  up." 

The  clergyman  turned  sorrowfully  away.  The 
prisoner  crawled  after  him,  and,  catching  his 
hand,  held  it  in  his  own  while  he  could.  Tears 
were  in  the  clergyman's  eyes. 

Fourteen  years  passed.  The  convict  was  sent 
to  work  in  the  mines.  The  minister  went  down 
one  day  into  a  mine,  and  among  the  workmen  saw 
a  gigantic  figure  bent  with  hardship  and  age. 

"Who  is  that?"  he  asked  the  keeper. 

"A  lifer,  and  a  steady  fellow;  the  best  of  the 
gang." 

Just  then  the  "lifer"  looked  up.  His  figure 
straightened,  for  he  had  recognized  the  clergyman. 
His  eyes  shone.  "Do  you  know  me?"  he  said. 
"Will  he  come  soon?     I've  tried  to  be  good." 

At  a  single  word  of  sympathy  the  life  had  been 
transformed,  the  convict  redeemed.  Turning  to 
the  malefactor  by  his  side  in  the  agonies  of  death 
we  hear  his  voice,  "This  day  shalt  thou  be  with 
me  in  paradise." 


"  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  for  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  to  form  a  definite  plan  of  work,  and  then 
stick  to  it  with  persistent  assiduity.  Unforeseen 
occurrences  are  constantly  taking  place,  each  one 
of  which  makes  some  draft  upon  his  time  and  at- 
tention. The  likelihood  is  that  he  will  find  some- 
thing to  divert  him  from  his  programme  every 
day.  But  if  he  is  a  wise  man  he  will  not  allow 
himself  to  put  aside  all  thought  of  system  and 
method,  and  fall  into  the  habit  of  doing  his  work 
in  a  mere  helter-skelter  fashion.  The  true  policy 
is  to  live  as  nearly  up  to  the  plan  as  possible. 
Anything  is  better  than  a  mere  chaos  of  effort." 


You  can't  tell  how  much  of  a  Christian  a  man 
is  by  observing  him  on  Sunday;  it  is  the  week- 
day test  that  tells." 
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Four  were  recently  baptized  at  Centralia,  Wash- 
ington.   

Bro.  D.  H.  Weaver  should  now  be  addressed  at 
Longmont,  Colo.,  instead  of  2904  Franklin  St.,  Den- 


Weke  the  people  of  this  country  as  anxious  to 
read  the  Bible  as  they  are  to  read  the  newspapers, 
what  glorious  revivals  we  would  have  the  coming 
fall! 


Please  do  not  send  us  selections  for  publication, 
with  a  request  that  they  be  returned  if  not  used. 
If  the  original  is  of  great  value,  send  a  carefully 
made  copy,  giving  proper  credit. 


Last  week  we  stated  that  five  were  recently  re- 
ceived into  the  Waterloo  church,  Iowa.  We 
should  have  said  nine,  five  of  whom  applied  for 
membership  since  Bro.  Mohler  closed  his  meet- 
ings.   

A  writer  sends  us  an  essay,  containing  neither 
his  name  or  address.  We  happened  to  find  his 
name  on  his  envelope,  thus  saving  his  communica- 
tion from  going  into  the  waste-basket.  When  will 
people  learn  to  attach  their  names  to  what  they 
write? 

Bro.  Derius  Overholtzer,  of  Covina,  Cal , 
gave  us  a  short  call  last  week.  He  is  a  native  of 
California,  and  this  is  his  first  trip  to  this  part  of 
the  United  States.  He  thinks  of  remaining  long 
enough  to  sample  some  of  our  winter  weather  next 
December. 


We  have  little  or  no  use  for  the  preacher  who 
will  leave  his  pulpit  and  the  Bible  for  the  political 
arena.  He  may  do  for  a  politician,  but  he  is  not 
fit  for  the  sacred  desk.  Once  a  preacher,  always  a 
preacher,  should  be  the  motto  of  every  minister 
who  is  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 


A  devout  sister  once  told  her  friends  that,  while 
she  was  a  Dunker  in  faith  and  practice,  she  pro- 
posed to  always  give  her  Sunday  company  Presby- 
terian dinners.  By  this  she  meant  meals  requiring 
little  or  no  Sunday  cooking.  The  Brethren's  doc- 
trine is  sound,  but  it  would  add  much  to  our  claims 
if  the  Presbyterian  Sunday  dinners  should  become 
more  general  among  us. 


On  page  477,  it  was  stated  that  the  death  of  Bro. 
John  B.  Detrick's  daughter,  at  Mercer,  Ohio,  was 
caused  by  the  dreaded  disease  consumption.  It 
should  have  read,  that  her  sickness  was  caused  by 
the  consumption,  etc.  The  mistake  was  ours,  and 
we  gladly  make  this  correction.  The  sister  is  still 
living,  and  we  hope  she  may  have  many  years  upon 
the  earth,  for,  being  a  Christian,  it  will  be  in  her 
power  to  witness  well  for  the  Master. 

news  from 
ot  reported 


us  that  the 


A  brother 
the  congregati 
for  the  Messenger.  Such  ought  not  to  be  the 
case.  Every  church  ought  to  have  her  correspon- 
dent, whose  duty  it  is  to  report  the  news  early  and 
promptly.  Had  each  church  her  correspondent, 
the  news  would  not  be  so  often  repeated  as  it  is. 
The  elder  in  charge  ought  to  see  that  some  one  is 
appointed  to  report  the  news  of  his  church. 

It  is  reported  here  that  the  Brethren  passed  a  query  in 
1884,  to  accept  single  immersion.  Is  it  correct  or  not?  One 
of  the  Christian  ministers  told  me  that  be  saw  it  In  the  Report 
of  Annual  Meeting  in  1884.  Please  let  me  know  either  by 
letter  or  through  the  Messenger.  Moses  M.  Johnson. 

Soke,  W.  Va. 

The  report  is  absolutely  incorrect.  No  such  a 
query  was  passed  in  1884.  Our  people  are  thor- 
oughly committed  to  trine  immersion,  and  we 
never  heard  of  a  sentiment  among  them  favoring 
single  immersion  in  the  least. 

The  preacher  who  is  "  of  honest  report,  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,"  cannot  be  induced 
to  give  up  the  flock,  over  which  the  Great  Spirit 
has  made  him  overseer,  for  the  sake  of  a  political 
office.  He  has  a  higher  calling,  and  knows  it. 
Just  now  every  preacher  needs  to  stand  by  his 
flock,  and  preach  the  pure  Gospel.  The  country  is 
so  full  of  new  and  strange  theories  that  an  extra 
amount  of  sound  preaching  is  needed  to  keep  the 
people  from  drifting  into  the  ways  of  the  world. 


One  of  our  Brethren  writes  us  that  at  the  late 
Annual  Meeting  he  had  some  machinery  on  exhi- 
bition, along  with  others,  just  outside  of  the  meet- 
ing grounds,  but  that  he  has  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Annual  Conference  should  not  be 
made  a  place  of  merchandise,  and  now  says  that 
his  purpose  is  never  to  do  anything  of  the  kind  in 
the  future.  He  is  of  the  impression  that  these 
meetings  should  be  purely  religious,  and  that  the 
grounds,  and  the  immediate  approach  to  them, 
should  be  kept  as  free  from  temporal  traffic  as 
possible.  The  brother  is  right,  and  his  suggestions 
should  be  heeded  in  the  future. 


We  are  asked  to  state  whether  it  would  be  wrong 
for  ministers  to  so  arrange  their  work  that  each 
one  will  know  when  his  time  comes  to  preach. 
Certainly  not,  but  on  the  other  hand  we  regard  it 
as  being  just  the  right  thing  to  do.  Every  min- 
ister ought  to  know  when  he  is  to  preach,  and 
then  prepare  himself  for  it.  It  is  in  this  way  that 
he  can  do  his  best  work.  Every  housekeeper 
should  so  systematize  the  work  of  his  helpers  that 
each  minister  will  know  just  when  he  is  expected 
to  preach.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  this  way 
of  doing  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  would  not 
care  to  see  it  otherwise  in  this  congregation.  We 
suggest  that  our  preachers  do  some  careful  think- 
ing and  planning  along  this  line. 


The  Lord  is  ever  ready  to  help  those  who  are 
willing  to  help  themselves.  Those  Missouri  Breth- 
ren, referred  to  elsewhere,  have  the  right  idea 
Not  having  the  necessary  means  to  further  the 
Lord's  work,  they  have  decided  to  work  two  days 
each  month  until  spring,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
needed  funds.  May  God  grant  us  more  of  the  dis- 
position that  will  prompt  us  to  do  all  we  can  do 
first;  then  the  Lord  will  add  his  blessing. 

Our  people,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  need 
to  be  reminded  of  the  importance  of  attending  the 
love  feasts,  not  only  in  their  home  congregations 
but  in  those  adjoining.  To  be  indifferent  in  this  re- 
spect is  to  weaken  the  bonds  of  union  existing  be- 
tween the  local  churches,  and  lay  the  foundation  for 
Congregationalism  pure  and  simple.  It  occurs  to 
us  that  we  brethren  here,  in  Northern  Illinois,  need 
a  little  stirring  up  along  this  line.  We  do  not  al- 
ways turn  out  on  love  feast  occasions,  in  adjoining 
congregations,  as  we  should.  It  might  be  well  if 
all  the  elders  in  the  Brotherhood  would  remind 
their  members  of  the  necessity  of  giving  more  at- 
tention to  these  feasts. 


A  brother  writes  us  that  he  permitted  himself 
to  be  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  without  knowing 
that  it  was  quite  generally  considered  a  violation  of 
the  rules  of  the  church.  On  being  properly  in- 
structed by  one  of  the  ministers,  he  resigned,  and  is 
endeavoring  to  live  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of 
the  members,  This  shows  a  very  kind  and  submis- 
sive spirit,— one  that  may  be  imitated  with  profit. 


In  Messenger  No.  29,  page  450,  Bro.  Howard 
Miller  gave  our  readers  an  interesting  article  on 
"  Answers  to  Prayer."  Those  who  have  not  read  it 
should  do  so,  and  those  who  have  should  reread  it 
carefully.  Faith  in  earnest,  purposeful  prayer  is 
one  of  the  important  doctrines  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, upon  which  rests  the  superstructure  of  our 
faith  in  God.  He  that  does  not  believe  that  God 
answers  the  petitions  of  his  righteous  children, 
when  offered  in  the  right  spirit  and  in  full  faith, 
has  infidelity  already  largely  developed  in  him.  If 
you  have  had  special  answers  to  your  prayers, 
write  Bro.  Miller  as  he  requests.  The  result  may 
be  a  symposium  on  the  subject  of  "  Answers  to 
Prayer"  that  will^bc  helpful  to  Us  all, 


One  of  our  readers  is  puzzled  to  know  what  to  do 
in  a  case  like  this:  He  says,  the  members  will  not 
attend  meeting  well,  and  that  a  few  of  them,  for 
two  years  have  kept  up  a  Bible  class,  and  it  is  at- 
tended by  but  a  few  of  the  members.  Our  advice, 
in  all  such  cases,  is  to  keep  right  on  with  the  Bible 
class,  and  continue  to  urge  the  members  to  come 
and  take  part.  If  they  do  not  attend  the  regular 
services,  they  should  be  looked  after.  People  have 
no  right  to  neglect  the  assembling  of  themselves 
together  as  the  manner  of  some  is.  Then  the  ser- 
vices should  be  made  as  edifying  and  instructive  as 
possible,  so  as  to  make. the  house  of  God  an  invit- 
ing place  for  Christians  to  assemble  and  worship. 

The  Messenger  is  not  the  only  religious  journal 
urging  its  readers  to  exercise  great  care  during  the 
present  political  campaign.  The  Christian  Advo- 
cate, a  Methodist  publication,  gives  this  good  ad 
vice,  and  we  also   recommend  it  to   our  readers 


'  The  inte 
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to  the  currency  question,  suggests  the  necessity 
moderation  in  the  expression  of  one's  opinions,  -it 
is  astonishing  how  bi'ter  even  good  citizens  may 
become  on  such  subjects.  There  are  'gold'  men 
who  really  believe  that  their  opponents  are  animat- 
ed by  the  desire  to  pay  their  debts  in  depreciated 
dollars,  and  there  are  '  silver'  men  who  think  that 
everyone  who  does  not  accept  their  peculiar  views, 
is,  in  some  mysterious  way,  a  tool  of  '  Wall  Street 
and  the  money  kings.'  All  such  extreme  views 
are  very  foolish.  The  majority  of  the  American 
people  wish  to  do  what  is  right.  Many  of  them 
are  very  ignorant  and  full  of  prejudice,  but  not 
many  of  them  are  deliberately  dishonest.  In  due 
time  we  shall  reach  sound  conclusions,  and  have  a 
return  of  business  prosperity.  Meanwhile,  let  us 
keep  cool  and  sweet-tempered." 


chol- 


EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
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FROM  CALCUTTA  TO  DARJEELING. — THE  HIMALAYAS.— 
THE  TOP  OF  THE  WORLD. 

We  were  glad  to  leave  the  hot,  stifling  • 
Calcutta,  with  its  indescribable  smells,  and  its 
era-infected  district,  for  a  journey  to  the  Himalay- 
as, where  we  could  enjoy  the  fresh,  crisp,  i'oiK1 
mountain  air.     The  trip  was  made  in  the  early 
of  February.    We  had  been  having  warm  summ" 
weather  from  the  time  we  left  home  in  May  un 
now,  and  we  longed  for  a  breath  of  fresh  «i 
air.    We  were  told  that  we  would  need  our  ove 
coats  and  heavy  wraps  for  our  trip  to  the  V 

the  World,"  as  the  Hindus  call  Mount  Everest ,1 
its   surrounding  peaks,   and  we  found  the  a  vt^ 
timely.     It  requires  twenty-four  hours  to  make  ^ 
journey,  a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  to   y 
miles,  and  the  expense  of  the   round  trip  is  a 
eighteen  dollars. 
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Leaving  the  Capital,  we  pass  through  many  na- 
tive villages,  where  the  people  are  busy  with  their 
daily  labor.  Rice  fields,  indigo  plantations,  and 
the  opium-producing  poppy-gardens  cover  the  rich 
bottom  lands  of  the  Hooghly  and  Ganges  rivers. 
The  huts  of  the  dwellers  in  Eastern  Bengal  are 
much  like  those  in  other  parts  of  India,  and  the 
same  statement  applies  to  their  mode  of  living. 
About  clothing  they  have  but  little  concern.  The 
dhoty  is  generally  worn  in  the  towns  and  villages, 
to  be  laid  aside  in  the  fields,  and  you  may  see  thou- 
sands of  bronzed  figures  at  work  in  the  hot  sun, 
with  no  covering  save  that  afforded  by  a  mere  strip 
of  cotton  cloth  wrapped  about  the  loins. 

The  railway  stations  along  the  line  have  peculiar 
names,  as,  for  example,  Rhanaghat,  Damookdea, 
Jalpaiguri  and  others  equally  unpronounceable  to 
our  English  tongue.  At  Silliguri  we  reach  the  ter- 
minus of  the  North  Bengal  Railway.  From  this 
point  runs  the  Himalayan  railroad,  with  the  iron 
rails  laid  but  two  feet  apart,  and  with  such  small 
cars  that,  upon  seeing  them,  one  is  forcibly  re- 
minded of  a  toy  railway.  But  it  is  a  real  iron  road, 
and,  it  is  said,  pays  the  fortunate  stockholders,  the 
Gladstones  of  England,  some  forty  per  cent  annual- 
ly. 

The  distance  from  Silliguri  to  Darjeeling  is  fifty 
miles,  and  the  schedule  time  is  eight  hours.  This 
is  but  six  and  a  quarter  miles  an  hour, — slow  run- 
ning for  a  train  of  cars,  and  yet  quite  fast  enough 
for  the  nerves  of  passengers;  fast  enough  when  the 
dizzy  heights  are  scaled  and  the  abrupt  sides  of  the 
mountain  peaks  are  rounded.  The  road,  with  a 
gradient  of  one  mile  in  thirty,  starts  a  few  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  and  reaches  an  elevatioi 
of  some  seven  thousand  feet  at  its  terminus. 

The  scenery  is  grand  beyond  the  power  of  th 
pen  to  describe.  The  Himalayan  mountains  ris 
abruptly  from  the  plain  and  reach  their  culmination 
~  ili  the  lofty  peak  of  Mount  Everest,  nearly  five 
a  haPKmiles  high.  Pike's  Peak,  in  our  own  grand 
Rocky  Mountain  range,  is  less  than  half  as  high  as 
Everest,  and  then,  as  you  approach  the  "  Old  Rock- 
ies," you  ascend  gradually  until  the  foot-hills  are 
reached,  and  then  you  are  six  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea.  But  the  Himalayans  rise  up  in  all  their 
grandeur  abruptly  from  the  plain,  which  is  but  a 
few  feet  above  the  common  level.  The  Rocky 
Mountains,  if  placed  by  the  side  of  the  Asiatic 
giants  would  form  for  them  only  appropriate  foot- 
hills. 

No  sooner  have  we  left  the  station  than  the  as- 
cent begins.  We  pass  through  jungle  after  jungle 
where  the  undergrowth  of  tropical  vegetation  is  so 
dense  that  the  eye  cannot  penetrate  it.  In  these 
jungles,  amid  the  mountain  fastnesses,  are  to  be 
found  the  homes  of  the  Bengal  tiger,  the  spotted 
leopard,  and  many  other  savage  beasts  of  prey. 

Our  powerful  engines  move  us  slowly  upward, 
and  we  notice  that  in  two  hours  we  have  ascended 
two  thousand  feet.  The  scenery  now  becomes 
more  wild  and  rugged.  At  one  place  the  moun- 
tains surround  a  deep  circular  open  space,  resem- 
bling, more  than  anything  else,  a  gigantic  bowl, 
formed  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator.  It  is  at  least 
two  thousand  feet  deep,  and  more  than  a  mile  wide 
at  the  rim.  The  bottom  is  covered  with  villages 
and  rice-fields,  while  on  the  sides  are  numerous  tea 
plantations,  or  gardens  as  they  are  called.  The 
road  passes  round  and  round  the  inside  of  the  rug- 
ged bowl,  rising  higher  and  higher  at  each  circuit 
until  at  last,  rounding  a  high  mountain  peak,  and 
running  so  near  the  edge  that  from  the  side  of 
the  car  you  might,  if  your  nerves  were  strong 
enough,  look  down  thousands  of  feet,  it  passes 
through  a  tunnel  and  reaches  the  top  of  the  first 
mountain  ridge. 

The  last  part  of  our  journey  was  among  the 
clouds.  The  mi9t  gathered  about  us  in  great  dark 
folds   and  rolled    down    the    mountain    side,    So 


dense  and  dark  it  was  that  we  could  scarcely  see 
an  object  by  the  roadside  only  a  few  feet  away. 
Presently  we  emerged  from  the  thick  vapor.  Look- 
ing down  upon  the  silvery  mass  at  our  feet,  upon 
which  the  sun  was  shining,  we  realized  that  we  were 
railroading  above  the  clouds:  for  we  had  reached 
an  elevation  of  more  than  a  mile  above  our  starting 
point.  The  lofty  mountain  peaks  were  visible  for 
a  few  minutes  only,  and  then  the  clouds,  having 
given  up  part  of  their  wealth  of  water,  rose  again 
and  shut  out  mountain  peak  and  sun,  and  we 
reached  our  destination  in  rain  and  mist,  and  were 
glad  to  find  a  home  at  the  Woodland  hotel,  situated 
on  the  steep  mountain  side.  The  evening  was  dark 
and  gloomy  and  gave  but  little  hope  of  a  view  of 
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In  the  early  morning,  before  sun-up,  we  were  out 
climbing  up  the  mountain-side  in  order  to  reach  a 
peak  from  which  the  best  view  of  the  snowy  range 
could  be  had.  The  sky  was  cloudless.  The  rain 
of  the  day  before  had  cleared  the  atmosphere  of 
rain  and  mist.  The  air  was  cool  and  crisp.  The 
ground  was  covered  with  white  frost,  and  our  up- 
ward climb  was  in  every  way  very  enjoyable.  At 
last  we  reached  the  top  of  the  peak  and  sat  down 
to  rest  and  to  enjoy  the  view. 

And  what  a  scene  it  was!  The  pen  is  powerless 
when  it  comes  to  describe,  and  words  fail  to  impart 
to  others  the  impressions  made  upon  the  mind  of 
the  entranced  beholder.  To  be  realized  and  felt  it 
must  be  seen.  In  the  east  the  sun  was  just  show- 
ing his  upper  rim,  shining  with  noonday  brightness 
in  the  clear,  limpid  atmosphere,  and  flooding  hill 
and  mountain  top  with  the  golden  light  of  morn- 
ing. Turning  to  the  west  there  broke  upon  our  as- 
tonished vision  the  grandest  mountain  scenery  on 
the  globe.  The  snowy  range  of  the  Himalayas, 
with  a  dozen  peaks,  all  of  which  are  more  than 
eighteen  thousand  feet  high,  while  the  highest 
towers  upward  twenty-nine  thousand  and  two  feet, 
are  spread  out  before  us  in  grand  panoramic  view, 
grandly  magnificent,  and  marvelously  beautiful. 
-  The  Hindus  are  right.  Surely  this  is  the  "top  of 
the  world."  The  sun  shining  with  all  his  powers, 
undimmed  by  fog  or  mist,  brought  out,  in  full  relief, 
each  mountain  peak,  covered  with  pure  white  snow, 
against  the  bright  blue  sky.  The  clear-cut  preci- 
pices, the  deep  valleys,  and.  above  all,  the  snowy 
mountain  range,  transformed  by  the  bright  sunlight 
into  huge  masses  of  embossed  silver,  overwhelms 
one  with  the  majesty  of  Nature  and  the  power  of 
the  Creator.  Looking  upon  these  grand  peaks, 
touching,  as  it  were,  the  azure  of  heaven,  we  said, 
Surely  the  earth  showeth  the  handiwork  of  God;  for 
ever  since  the  world  was  formed  by  the  power  of 
the  Almighty,  and  the  morning  stars  sang  together 
for  joy,  this  eternal  region  of  ice  and  snow  has  held 
in  close  embrace  these  stupendous  peaks,  reared  by 
the  hand  of  God  himself. 

Such  were  some  of  our  thoughts  as  we  saw  the 
rising  sun  shine  full  and  clear  upon  the  snow-white 
mountain  range.  Another  thus  describes  the  set- 
ting sun,  '"Language  cannot  describe  the  glories  of 
the  Himalayas,  seen  from  Darjeeling,  lit  up  by  the 
rays  of  the  setting  sun.  Against  the  azure  sky,  in 
an  atmosphere  far  clearer  than  we  ever  see  at 
home,  the  snowy  range  reflects  the  colors  of  the 
sunset,  ever  changing  and  deepening  in  richness 
from  bright  yellow  to  pink,  from  pink  to  crimson, 
and  that,  too,  long  after  the  sun  is  hid  from  us.  A 
scene  like  this  is  something  to  be  treasured  as  one 
of  the  noteworthy  moments  of  life." 

The  Hindu  has  selected  these  snowy  fastnesses 
as  the  location  of  his  future  abode,  for  here,  says 
he,  no  human  ever  has  or  ever  will  tread.  And  yet 
many  a  poor  wanderer  has  met  death  in  the  vain  at- 
tempt to  scale  the  snowy  range  in  search  of  Svar- 
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OUR  HOMES. 

Home  life  has  always  been  a  potent  subject  for 
the  pen,  and  tor  years  and  years  men  and  women 
have  been  trying  their  ingenuity  and  exhausting 
their  vocabulary  of  descriptives  in  saying  all  kinds 
of  nice  things  on  this  very  interesting  theme.  It 
is  not  only  an  important  subject,  but  it  is  one  ot 
those  far-reaching  ones  that  touch  life  in  all  of  its 
different  phases.  We  have  been  a  home  observer 
for  years.  We  have'  looked  at  them,  as  found  in 
the  log  cabin,  with  its  forest  surroundings,  the  sod 
house  and  dugout  of  the  prairie,  the  weather- 
boarded  and  stone-houses  of  the  valleys,  and  im- 
proved farm  lands,  and  the  more  pretentious 
houses  and  mansions  of  our  towns  and  cities. 
While  our  observations  have  been  greatly  varied 
because  of  the  attending  circumstances  and  sur- 
roundings, the  outgrowths  have  been  wonderfully  in 
harmony  with  the  laws  of  cause  and  effect. 

There  is  no  study  so  intensely  interesting  as  that 
of  watching  for  effects  from  causes.  It  starts  with 
us  in  our  childhood  days  and  follows  us  all  through 
life.  The  little  boy  who  will  roll  the  stone  down 
the  hill  to  hear  it  thunder  along,  bump  against  the 
tree  and  dash  into  the  stream  below,  may  do  the 
same  thing,  or  something  very  similar  when  he 
gets  old. 

It  is  wonderful  how  early  in  life  children  look 
for  effects  from  causes.  We  heard  a  little  story 
told,  the  other  day,  of  a  boy  who,  for  the  first  time, 
had  been  dressed  in  pants.  He  had  been  an  ob- 
server of  the  pranks  of  boys,  and  felt  that  he  was 
now  big  enough  to  comme: 
that  came  to  his  mind  was 
and  then  run  somewhere  a 
fects.  So  he  started  forth 
when  he  got  to  the  door  h 
high  up  for  his  size,  and,  though  rising  to  the  tips 
of  his  toes,  he  could  not  reach  it.  Just  then  a  min- 
ister happened  to  pass  along  and,  seeing  the  boy 
reaching  for  the  door-bell,  unsuspiciously  said  to 
him,  "  Bubby,  shall  I  ring  it  for  you?"  "  Yes,  sir," 
very  pleasantly  said  the  boy.  With  beaming  face 
he  watched  the  minister  ring  the  bell  and  then, 
almost  dancing  with  delight,  said:  "  Now,  let's  run 
as  fast  as  we  can."  Instead  of  running,  the  minis- 
ter, when  the  joke  beamed  on  his  mind,  remained, 
bent  in  laughter,  to  explain.  When  the  lady  of 
the  house  came  to  the  door,  they  looked  down  the 
street  and  saw  the  little  fellow  with  cap  in  hand, 
still  running  and  looking  back  to  see  the  result. 

We  name  this  little  circumstance  to  show  how 
early  in  life  children  learn  to  follow  from  cause  to 
effect.  We  need  not  give  examples  to  prove  that 
children  of  larger  growth  do  the  same  thing.  The 
effects  of  most  causes  are  apparent.  Others  are 
not,  and  to  get  them  we  must  watch  and  search, 
while  still  others  are  only  seen  after  careful  ob- 
servations and  patient  waiting.  This  is  true,  es- 
pecially true,  of  the  effects  that  grow  out  of  our 
homes.  It  may  not  be  the  growth  of  a  week,  a 
month,  but  a  life-time,  yet  it  will  surely  come. 

Do  you  know  that  from  every  element  in  the 
home  life  and  its  surroundings,  there  is  a  growth? 
The  child  life  develops  and  grows  from  its  sur- 
roundings. These  elements  have  as  potent  an  in- 
fluence on  the  life  of  the  child  as  rain,  dew,  air  and 
sunshine  have  on  the  growth  of  the  fruit  on  our 
trees,  the  vegetables  in  our  gardens  and  the  flowers 
in  our  yards. 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  take  a  look  at  our  home- 
lives,  as  they  are  around  and  about  us,  and  as  we 
do  it,  let  us  look  for  effects  as  the  little  boy  did 
in  the  ringing  of  the  door-bell,  because  they  do 
come, — must  come.  As  behind  every  bell  there  is 
supposed  to  be  a  living  being  to  respond  to  the 
touch,  so  behind  every  element  in  and  surrounding 
the  home  there  is  an  effect,  ready  to  come  forth 
it  the  slightest  touch,     Now  all  homes  necessarily 
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differ  because  of  surroundings  and  possibilities. 
Yet  no  home  can  be  so  void  of  the  elements  of 
good  but  what  good  effects  can  grow  out  of  it. 

Let  us  take,  as  an  illustration,  a  home  in  the 
country,  with  fairly  good  surroundings  and  build- 
ings, a  husband  and  wife  and  three  or  four  children. 
We  will  now  look  at  it  to  find  what  we  can  see  as 
to  surroundings,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  surround- 
ings, but  the  family  that  is  surrounded,  because 
these  are-the  causes  that  wilt  determine  their  lives. 

As  we  look,  everywhere  we  see  disorder.  The 
fences  are  broken  down.  Farming  implements  are 
lying  around  uncared  for.  The  buildings  are  di- 
lapidated and  unpaintcd  and  palings  are  off  the 
yard  fence.  Instead  of  trees,  vines  and  flowers 
in  the  yard  and  around  the  house,  we  see  brush, 
thistles  and  weeds.  Everything  seems  to  be  un- 
hinged and  in  a  neglected  condition.  Take  a  good 
look  at  it,  and  think  of  all  these  things  acting  as 
causes  to  affect  the  lives  of  this  family. 

Need  we  go  inside  to  see  what  these  surround- 
ings are  doing?  No,  our  picture  is  made.  We 
have  made  up  our  measure  and  passed  our  decis- 
ion. As  like  begets  like,  nothing  but  a  slipshod 
family  could  be  expected.  But,  you  may  ask, 
Where  is  the  fault?  Did  the  surroundings  make 
the  family,  or  the  family  the  surroundings?  We 
answer,  Partly,  both.  The  present  surroundings 
may  be  a  perpetuation  of  former  surroundings.  If 
we  could  have  a  look  at  the  home  of  the  hus- 
band or  wife  or,  perhaps,  both,  we  would  proba- 
bly see  homes  similar  to  the  one  they  are  now 
making.  These  things  run  in  the  blood,  and  if 
not  eliminated  will  be  continued  from  children  to 
children,  indefinitely. 

Along  this  line  the  teaching  must  be  done.  The 
natural  affinity  of  things  that  are  similar  is  in 
favor  of  perpetuation.  The  slovenly,  careless  and 
uncultured  young  man  marries  the  slip-shod  and 
slovenly  girl.  They  were  born  and  reared  among 
dilapidated  surroundings,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
they  moved  them  to  their  new  home.  These  are 
the  legitimate  results  from  causes  named,  and 
would  always  continue,  were  it  not  for  the  coun- 
teracting influences  that  are  brought  to  bear  on  the 
different  members  of  our  homes.  Here  comes  in 
the  mission  of  the  true  teacher.  This  kind  of 
a  home  is  the  outgrowth  of  ignorance  and  bad 
teaching.  Parents  do  not  have  such  homes  from 
choice,  and  it  is  not  their  desire  to  duplicate 
such  living  through  the  lives  of  their  children. 
They  do  it  because  they  have  not  been  taught  to 
think.  They  even  are  made  to  wonder  that  their 
children  are  different  from  those  of  well-kept 
homes.  They  tell  you  that  they  cannot  under- 
stand why  it  is  that  their  children  are  uncouth, 
slovenly,  and  do  not  enjoy  home-life.  To  get  such 
parents  to  see  that  their  children  are  the  product, 
largely,  of  their  own  raising,  is  the  work  of  the 
teacher  and  preacher.  His  teaching  must  not  on- 
ly be  of  the  purest  and  best,  but  his  living  must 
also  correspond  thereto. 

We   remember  of  visiting  the  home   of    one   of 
our    ministers,   where  we   found  everything   lying 
around  loose,  even  the  horses  in  the  stables  were 
loose.     The   stalls    were   broken    down,  the   d( 
unhinged,    the   gates    sagged    and    were    without 
latches,  the   pump  handle  was  broken,  the  pr 
roof  full  of  holes,  the  posts  out  of  plumb,  the  ban- 
isters partly  out  and  lost,  and  everything  els. 
correspond.     Yet,  in   many  ways,  he   was    a  good 
man,   and   preached   fairly  good  sermons,  but  h: 
home-life  had   more   influence   over   the   membei 
of  his  family  and,   in   some   cases,  of  his  churcl 
than   his  preaching.     As   a  result,   his  children,  i 
setting  up  homes  of  their  own,  duplicated  the  ol 
homestead,  and,-do  you  believe  itf— the  impress 
of  that  man's  home-life  was  stamped  on  the  church 
membership   in   such   a  way  that  the   duplicati. 
could   be    seen    in    many    of  the    homes    of  his 


charge,— not  because  of  his  preaching,  but  on  ac- 
count of  his  home  living. 

Along  this  line  we  need  more  education  by  our 
ministry  in  a  practical  and  pergonal  way.  We,  by 
no  means,  wish  to  encourage  pride  or  dress  pa- 
rade, but  a  good  common-sense  fitness  of  things. 
For  a  man  to  get  up  before  a  congregation,  clothed 
in  misfit  garments,  slovenly  and  well  marked  with 
grease  spots,  hair  uncombed  and  disheveled,  hands 
unwashed  and  boots  soiled  and  covered  over  with 
dust  and  mud,  is  to  prostitute  the  holy  calling, 
put  on  a  mock  humility,  and  create  an  influence 
that  will  be  damaging  to  the  church  and  her 
homes.  The  homes  must  be  accepted  as  the 
foundation  of  the  church,  and  the  life  of  these 
homes  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  will  yield 
the  greatest  influence  in  favor  of  a  pure,  Christian 
life  as  a  whole,  and,  as  a  means,  throw  the  very 
best  possible  influence  around  the  children, — an 
influence  that  will  not  only  cause  them  to  re- 
main at  home  and  enjoy  its  privileges,  but  also 
train  them  for  the  church  and  a  Christian  life. 
This  is  what  a  true  home  means,— a  family  of 
Christian  parents  and  children. 

In  this  paper  we  have  tried  to  show  some  of 
the  things  that  tend  to  degrade  and  destroy  the 
home.  In  our  next  we  will  try  to  say  something 
about  the  true,  ideal  home  and  how  to  have  such 
homes.  h.  b.  b. 
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A  RICH  WOMAN. 


FLORENCE  D,  LYDAY. 

In  the  heart  of  London  city, 

'Mid  the  dwellings  of  the  poor, 
These  bright,  golden  words  were  uttered, 
"  I  have  Christ!  what  want  I  more?" 
By  a  lonely,  dying  woman, 

Stretched  upon  the  garret  tloor, 
Having  not  one  earthly  comfort, — 
"I  have  Christ.'  what  want  I  more?" 

He  who  heard  them  ran  to  fetch  her 
Something  from  the  world's  great  store; 

It  was  needless;  died  she  saying, 
"  I  have  Christ!  what  want  I  more?  " 

But  her  words  will  live  forever, 
I  repeat  them  o'er  and  o'er; 

God  delights  to  hear  me  saying, 
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Oh,  my  dear,  my  fellow  sinners, 

High  and  low  and  rich  and  poor. 
Can  you  say,  with  deep  thanksgiving, 
"  I  have  Christ!  what  want  I  more? " 
Oh,  thou  careless  one,  unheeding, 

Coming  wrath  and  fire  in  store, 
Dark  indeed  thy  doom  before  thee, — 

You  need  Christ!  your  need  is  sore. 
Haste  thee,  hide  thee,  death  awaits  thee, 

Naught  but  wrath  doth  lie  before. 
Unless  thou  art  sweetly  boasting, 
"  I  have  Christ!  what  want  I  more?  " 
Look  away  from  eai 

All  earth's  joys  will  soon  b 
But  not  till  your  heart  exclai 
"  I  have  Christ!  what  want  I 


OUR  BESETTING  SIN. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

Each  one  of  us  is  so  constituted  that  he  has  a 
sin  peculiarly  his  own,  and  through  which  he  is 
ever  liable  to  get  into  trouble.  There  are  no  two 
alike  in  their  weakness.  It  is  just  the  same  as 
though  we  were  to  take  a  hundred  or  a  thousand 
chains  and  subject  them  to  an  equal  breaking 
strain.  No  two  of  them  would  break  exactly  in 
the  same  way  or  exactly  in  the  same  place.  They 
would  break,  and  the  reasons  are  that  in  each 
there  is  a  weakest  spot  that  gives  away  first.  Just 
so  with  humanity.  Each  person  has  his  breaking 
point  in  the  sin  that  does  so  easily  beset  him,  and 
the  one  who  reads  this  article  is  no  exemption  to 
the  rule. 


Here  is  a  man  who  is  in  the  habit  of  getting 
angry  without  sufficient  provocation,  and  when  in 
the  fit  says  and  does  things  that  he  repents  of 
most  bitterly  when  he  is  sober.  But  he  is  perfectly 
reliable  in  keeping  personal  matters  to  himself 
Then  there  is  the  good-natured  man  who  is  eternal- 
ly clashing,  a  leaky  vessel  who  would  be  the  best 
means  of  advertising  a  sale  if  you  could  take  him 
off  and  tell  him  confidentially  that  you  were  goinp 
to  have  one.  These  two  never  think  of  being  any- 
thing but  honest  while  the  third  man  who  is  neith- 
er impetuous  nor  a  talker,  cannot  be  trusted  to 
keep  his  word  unless  you  are  watching  him  all 
the  time.  And  so  on,  and  so  on  through  all  of  us 
It  is  utter  folly  to  deplore  the  condition  as  it  is 
as  much  a  part  of  us  as  our  defects  of  physiognomy 
when  compared  with  the  ideal  features.  We  sim- 
ply cannot  avoid  it,  but  we  can  control  it,  not 
wholly,  perhaps,  but  measurably  so  by  being  con- 
tinuously on  our  guard.  The  more  a  man  watches 
himself  in  such  a  matter  the  more  charitable  he 
becomes  toward  others.  It  is  identically  the  same 
as  the  man  of  perfect  health  who  has  no  patience 
with  the  weakness  of  the  sickly,  but  when  he  gets 
the  typhoid  fever  and  creeps  through  to  recovery 
in  a  condition  that  a  child  could  overthrow  him, 
he  is  very  apt  to  be  more  considerate  of  the  weak 
in  the  future.  He  has  had  experience  thrust  on 
him.  If  now,  in  the  world  of  morals,  you  see  the 
failure  before  entering  into  a  wholesale  condemna- 
tion of  him  and  his  deed,  take  stock  of  your  own 
condition  and  judge  him  if  you  see  no  defect  in 
your  own  character  that  needs  remedying.  It  is 
all  very  well,  perhaps,  to  condemn  as  a  poor  farm- 
er the  man  who  lets  the  wild  carrot  overrun  his 
place,  but  it  comes  with  ill  grace  from  the  man 
whose  farm  is  a  hot-bed  of  Canada  thistles. 

The  first  thing  to  do,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  go 
through  our  personal  make-up  and  ascertain 
whether  we  are  so  exempt  from  the  possibility  of 
falling  that  we  have  the  right  to  assert  the  su- 
periority of  judgment.  If  we  find  that  we  are  not 
perfect,  then  it  is  our  duty  to  be  charitable,  even 
as  we  expect  it  of  others  in  their  relation3  to  us. 

Lcwisburg,  Pa. 


THOSE  Bid  SLEEVES,  ETC. 


My  dear  sisters,  are  we  perfectly  free  from  the 
very  great  evil  of  vain  display  in  our  dress?  The 
reality  of  our  religion  is  plainly  shown  in  our  per- 
sonal appearance,  which  is  visible  to  every  eye. 

Here  and  there  are  sisters  that  are  earnestly 
trying  to  hold  up  the  principles  of  perfect  plain- 
ness, while  others  are  destroying  their  Christian 
influence  by  their  big  sleeves  and  other  unbecom- 
ing and  unnecessary  things. 

Some  dear  sisters  may  think  this  criticism  rather 
harsh.  Perhaps  they  do  not  think  there  is  any 
harm  in  having  some  of  those  uncalled  for  things. 
They  may  also  say  they  do  not  make  their  sleeves 
as  big  as  some  do.  Another  may  say  that  she 
only  gathers  hers  a  very  little.  But,  dear  sisters, 
are  you  not  helping  to  hold  up  this  great  evil? 
What  a  sad  mistake  when  one  thinks  she  can 
engage  in  a  little  of  the  vain  display  in  dress  and 
do  no  harm.  Is  it  for  the  want  of  information, 
or  what  is  it? 

Let  us  investigate  a  little.  Here  is  a  brother 
who  seems  to  be  good  in  everything,  as  far  as 
I  know,  excepting  he  drinks  a  little.  He  does 
not  get  very  drunk,  but  it  is  all  he  can  do  to 
appear  sober.  Sisters,  what  do  you  believe  we 
would  say?  I  believe  we  would  say,  "That 
spoils  it  all.  We  can  have  no  faith  in  htm, 
as  long  as  he  is  helping  carry  on  this  great  run 
evil,  and  if  he  does  not  reform,  we  think  he  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  eighteenth  chap- 
ter of  Matthew."  .  . 

Does  he  not  have  just  as  good  a  right  to  drtn 
a  little  and  say,  •'  There  is  no  harm  in  it,"  as  «e 
have  to  engage  a  little  in  the  vain  display  in  dress, 
and  say,  "  There  is  no  harm  in  it?  "  Certainly  M 
has.    If  there   is   no   harm  in  engaging  in  a  "' 
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of  this  evil,  there  would  be  no  harm  in  engaging 
a  little  in  all  others  of  like  nature.  Is  this  the 
doctrine  our  faithful  brethren  are  preaching?  No! 
Let  us  ever  encourage  them  to  cry  aloud  and 
spare  not  against  this  as  well  as  all  other  great 
evils. 

Some  of  these  things  seem  to  be  on  the  increase. 
Even  the  fancy  stitch  that  is  used  in  what  is 
called  "  crazy "  work,  has  at  last  reached  the 
prayer-covering.  Such  display  excites  the  eye 
and  destroys  the  solemnity.  "  Be  not  conformed 
to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  re- 
newing of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is 
that  good  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of 
God."     Rom.  12:  2. 

When  our  minds  are  not  perfectly  renewed  in 
this  line  of  work  they  will  change  every  time  the 
fashion  changes.  Some  seem  to  say,  "  Are  not 
those  big  sleeves  nice?  They  are  so  comfortable 
and  easily  made."  I  have  even  heard  it  said  that 
they  "wear  better."  If  the  fashion  would  change 
to  a  perfectly  plain  sleeve,  it  would  be  said,  "  I 
don't  like  big  sleeves  any  more;  they  feel  so 
slouchy  on  me.  Besides  it  takes  so  much  cloth 
to  make  them." 

The  beauty  in  a  perfect  plain  sleeve  would  soon 
be  seen,  but  would  it  be  seen  with  a  renewed 
mind,  or  merely  with  a  changed  mind  that  would 
change  again  if  the  fashion  would  change? 

There  is  quite  a  difference  in  plainness  and 
perfect  plainness.  I  know  of  a  woman  who,  when 
she  came  to  the  church,  had,  as  is  generally  the 
case,  a  great  deal  of  vain  display  in  her  clothing. 
According  to  the  rules  of  the  church  she  was  al- 
lowed to  wear  them  out,  but  they  were  so  offensive 
to  her  that  she  took  all  the  unnecessary  trimming 
off,  and  made  them  as  plain  as  she  could. 

When  our  clothing  is  not  perfectly  plain,  there 
is  always  enough  extra  trimming  which  can  easily 
be  removed,  and  the  clothing  thus  reduced  to 
perfect  plainness;  especially  is  this  true  of  the  big 
"sleeves. 

Dearj  sisters,  let  us  not  be  afraid  to  use  the 
scissors  and  needle  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God! 
As  a  rule,  where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way." 
-Let  us  trample  the  devil  and  his  fashions  under 
our  feet,  as  much  as  possible,  and  with  both  hands 
hold  up  the  light  that  Christ  has  given  us  in  this 
line  of  work,  tree  from  vain  display. 

I  have  heard  it  said  that  we  cannot  tie  young 
people  down.  Surely  not, — against  their  own  will. 
We  must  exercise  a  great  deal  of  charity,  but 
too  much  sympathy  in  the  wrong  direction 
is  not  charity,  and  might  lead  their  souls  to  de- 
struction. We  should  be  very  careful  not  to  give 
them  any  encouragement  even  to  touch  the  vani- 
ties of  the  world.  I  believe  we  ought  not  to  call 
this  tying  down.  Christ  has  come  to  set  us  free, — not 
to  tie  us  down.  Satan  ties  us  down.  Let  us  be  care- 
ful that  he  does  not  rob  us  of  our  soul's  salva- 
tion. That's  his  business.  He  cares  not  how  much 
church  work  we  do  if  we  only  take  him  in  with  us  to 
spoil  it  all.  "Wherefore  come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord,  and  touch 
not  the  unclean  thing;  and  I  will  receive  you,  and 
will  be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be  my  sons 
and  daughters,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty."  2  Cor. 
6:  17,  18.  The  Lord  also  told  Eve  not  to  touch 
the  fruit.  When  she  did  so,  what  was  the  result? 
When  the  Lord  speaks,  he  means  it.  Will  we 
obey? 
Hygiene,  Colo. 


I  CAN'T  COMPLAIN." 


These  words,  often  heard,  furnish  a  curious  illus- 
tration of  the  mental  attitude  of  certain  persons. 
The  boy  who,  when  inquired  of  about  his  sick 
mother,  said,  "  She  complained  of  being  much  bet- 
ter," might  perhaps  represent  an  extreme  case; 
but  when  inquiring  after  the  health  of  a  person  and 
hearing  him  say,  "  I  can't  complain,"  the  natural 
inference  would  be  that  complaining  was  the  proper 
thing  to  do  when  practicable,  and  that  every  oppor- 
tunity for  complaint  was  seized  upon;  but  that  if 
a  person  was  so  free  from  ills  and  aches  and  pains 


and  troubles  that  he  had  nothing  to  grumble  about, 
there  was  only  one  thing  to  be  said,  and  that  is 
"  I  can't  complain." 

Are  there  not  some  persons  who  occupy  an  at- 
titude much  like  this,  who  criticise  everything 
that  can  be  criticised,  and  complain  of  everything 
that  can  be  complained  of,  and  finally,  if  every 
trouble  is  removed,  and  they  have  nothing  left 
about  which  to  murmur  or  find  fault,  they  accept 
the  situation  with  ill-concealed  regret,  and  say,  "  I 
can't  complain  "? 

Would  it  not  be  well  for  Christians  to  change 
their  attitude,  and,  instead  of  being  counted  among 
the  "  murmurers  "  and  "  complainers,  walking  after 
their  own  lusts,"  take  position  with  those  who  "re- 
joice evermore,"  and  glorify  God  for  his  mercy  and 
for  his  grace  manifested  to  the  sons  of  man?  How 
much  we  have  for  which  we  should  be  thankful; 
how  much  we  have  for  which  we  should  praise  the 
Lord!  Life  and  health  and  blessing  are  ours.  If, 
indeed,  health  is  impaired,  it  is  largely  through  our 
own  errors,  mistakes,  and  misconduct.  If  we  have 
misfortunes  we  can  often  see  that  we  have  brought 
them  upon  ourselves;  and  God,  with  a  kind  hand, 
often  repairs  the  mischiefs  that  we  have  done,  and 
"  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy."  His  boun- 
ties are  constant,  his  care  is  perpetual,  his  love  is 
everlasting.  His  rain,  his  sunshine,  his  seed-time, 
his  harvest,  his  summer,  his  winter,  his  heat,  his 
cold — all  come  to  us  freighted  with  blessing.  And 
yet  there  are  persons  whose  lives  are  a  continual 
scene  of  murmuring  and  complaining.  Whether  it 
be  wet  or  dry,  whether  it  be  hot  or  cold,  whether  it 
be  clear  or  cloudy,  whether  there  be  calm  or  storm, 
there  is  always  something  to  murmur  at,  something 
to  complain  about.  So,  whatever  an  ungrateful 
man's  lot  or  portion  is,  he  complains  as  long  as  he 
can  find  anything  to  complain  of,  and  when  every- 
thing fails,  says  he  cannot  complain. 

If  we  would  take  God's  providences  as  blessings; 
if  we  would  recognize  his  hand  of  love  which  is 
stretched  out  for  us;  if  we  would  see  in  the  blue 
heavens  above  us  the  brightness  of  our  Father's 
smile,  and  in  the  green  earth  beneath  us  the  up- 
springing  of  the  seeds  which  he  has  sown  with 
bounteous  hand,  surely  we  might  put  away  mur- 
muring and  complaining,  and  "  Rejoice  evermore, 
pray  without  ceasing,"  and  "  in  everything  give 
thanks." — The  Common  People. 


WIFE  OR  PLUQ? 


It  is  stated  that  a  tobacco-using  young  preacher 
when  suing  for  the  hand  of  a  young  woman,  was 
told  that  he  must  choose  between  her  and  tobac- 
co. He  chose  tobacco,  and  she  lived  without 
him,  to  become  one  of  the  most  noted  women  of 
the  age. 

What  her  fate  "  might  have  been,"  had  she  con- 
sented to  take  the  tobacco  into  the  partnership, 
we  may  infer  from  a  story  told  in  the  St.  Louis  Re 
public  by  Secretary  Morton  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Young  ladies  will  do  well  to  make  a  note  of 
this,  and  if  a  man  is   "joined  to   his    idols" 


safe  to  "let  him  alon 
I  happened  to  be  i 
day  during  the  war, 
will  call  Jones,  came 
goods.  Jones  had 
was  still  a  territory, 
had   now  got  a  farn 


.  stor 


n  with  hi: 
ettled    in 


1  my  own  town  one 
old  fellow  who 
;  wife  to  buy  some 
Nebraska  when 
d  by  economy  and  thrift  he 
)f  something  like  one  thou 
sand  acres.  He  was  considered  wealthy.  Short 
ly  after  he  entered  the  store,  Mrs.  Jones  took  up 
a  piece  of  calico  and  admired  it  very  much.  As 
she  looked  at  it  she  said  to  her  husband: 

"  Pa,  I  ought  to  have  a  new  dress,  and  I  like  th 
very  much.     Don't  you  think  we  could  afford  to 
buy  it?" 

"Oh,  I  suppose  so,"  replied  the  old  man,  and 
he  thereupon  asked  the  clerk  the  price.  He  was 
told  it  was  fifty  cents  a  yard.  Old  Mr.  Jones  ra 
his  eyes  at  this,  and  asked  his  wife  how  much  it 
would  take.  She  replied  she  didn't  think  sh 
could  get  along  on  less  than  twelve  yards,  and  h> 
answered; 


Why  ma,  twelve  yards  of  that  goods  at  fifty 
cents  a  yard,  would  cost  six  dollars.  Now,  don't 
you  think  that  is  pretty  high?" 

"Yes,"  she  replied,  "  I  do,  but  I  need  the  dress." 
"Well,"  said  the  old  man,  "times  are  hard,  and 
I  do  wish  you  could  get  along  without  it  just  now. 
Couldn't  you?" 

"Yes,  I  suppose  I  could,"  replied' the  old  lady 
nth  a  sigh,  and  the  calico  was  dropped. 
A  moment  later,  Mr.  Jones  asked  the  same 
lerk  if  he  had  any  tobacco,  and  whether  he  had 
ny  of  that  good  old  Virginia  leaf  which  they 
used  to  keep  in  stock. 

The   clerk   said,    "Yes,    we  have,  but   it's  awful 
high.     It's  two  dollars  a  pound,  and   I  think   it  will 
go  higher  before  it   gets  less.     We   have  just  one 
caddy  left." 
"You  think  it  will  go  higher?" 
"Yes,"  said  the  clerk,  "  it's  sure  to  go  up." 
"Well,  you  might  put  me  up  five  pounds,,"  said 
the  old  man,  and  a  moment  later  I   saw  him  car- 
rying it  out  of  the  store.     He  had  not  six  dollars 
to  spend  for  his  wife's  calico  dress,  but  he  thought 
nothing  of  putting   ten  dollars   into    plug  tobacco. 
I  don't  suppose  old  Mr.  Jones  realized  his   selfish- 
ness.    Probably   he   loved    his    wife,   but    he    had 
been  brought  up  the  wrong  way. —  The  Safeguard. 


MAKE  SHORT  CALLS. 


The  Savior  "went  about  doing  good."  Tha 
apostles  taught  "  publicly,  and  from  house  to 
house."  To  some,  at  the  last  day,  the  Maiter  will 
say,  "I  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me." 

One  of  the  most  profitable  ways  for  Christians 
to  spend  their  leisure  time  is  by  going  "from 
house  to  house,"  to  speak  words  of  cheer,  do 
deeds  of  kindness,  and  scatter  blessings  as  they 
go.  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  may  do  great  good 
in  this  way,  and  persons  who  are  spiritually-mind- 
ed, and  are  taught  of  God,  may  find  here  a  field 
for  active  and  useful  endeavor  in  the  cause  of 
Christ. 

How  many  there  are  who  are  sick,  weary,  lone- 
ly, sad,  and  to  whom  the  visit  of  a  minister  of 
Christ,  a  Christian  worker,  a  faithful  woman,  lov- 
ing and  beloved,  is  like  a  gleam  of  sunshine  in  the 
darkness,  and  is  long  remembered  with  gratitude 
to  God. 

But  there  is  one  important  caution,  Do  not  stay 
too  long.  The  real  work  for  God  can  be  done  in  a 
very  short  time,  and  protracted  visits  tend  to  gos- 
sip and  frivolity.  If  a  man  of  God  will  enter  a 
house  with  words  of  greeting  and  blessing  on  his 
lips;  if  he  will  speak  a  few  well-chosen  words 
touching  the  spiritual  life,  not  forgetting  all  need- 
ful and  kindly  sympathy  in  temporal  ills;  and 
then,  with  a  passage  of  Scripture  repeated  or  read, 
a  hymn  or  Psalm  repeated  or  sung,  a  word  of 
prayer,  a  blessing  and  a  kind  good-bye,  without 
ceremonious  compliments  at  the  beginning,  or 
lengthy  leave-takings  at  the  end,  the  whole  need 
not  occupy  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes.  Such 
a  call  will  not  interrupt  appreciably  the  ordinary 
current  of  household  life,  but  it  will  be  a  little 
glancing  ripple  in  the  day's  wave,  a  stray  sunbeam 
which  gleams  amid  the  shadows,  and  a  sudden 
brightness  which  makes  the  weary  glad. 

A  person  may  make  a  dozen  such  calls  in  a 
morning  or  an  afternoon,  and  scatter  benedictions 
all  the  way  along;  while,  if  a  person  undertakes  to 
make  a  formal  visit,  to  "stay  to  tea,"  he  will  be 
able  to  cover  but  little  ground  in  visiting,  will  per- 
haps talk  about  things  good,  bad,  or  indifferent, 
and  frequently  finish  up  by  talking  about  the 
neighbors;  and  in  this  way  do  far  more  harm  than 
good.  So  let  us  have  short  calls  and  plenty  of 
them!  ^  

HARVEST  WISDOM. 

The  harvest  time  brings  additional  duties  to  the 
housewife,  and  she  should  endeavor  to  be  cool 
and  comfortable.  Often  the  inability  to  procure 
competent  help  doubles  her  work,  and  in  such  cas- 
es, she  should  require  the  co-operation  of  the 
members  of  the  family.     A  mother  makes  a  great 
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mistake  in  attempting  to  do  all  the  work.  Sh 
overtaxes  her  system,  and  when  she  does  this  sh> 
is  sure  to  fail  her  family  in  cheerfulness  and  affec- 
tion, as  she  has  no  time  for  association  with  h 
people,  consequently  she  misses  the  best  in  life 
and  fails  to  give  the  best.  By  systematizing 
intelligent  management,  'her  labor  can  be  greatly 
diminished,. and  yet  all  the  vital  work  can  be  at 
tended  to.  Cutting  off  many  little  extras,  drawing 
the  line  when  one  has  done  enough,  will  save  gooc 
temper,  that  goes  far  toward  making  a  happy 
home  during  harvest  time. 

Make  your  yard  attractive  that  it  may  call  you 
out  to  spend  your  few  leisure  moments  in  the  oper 
air.  Let  your  porch  be  supplied  with  easy  chairs 
and  a  lounge  of  any  kind  will  also  be  found  a  grate 
ful  resting  place.  Have  a  number  of  hammock: 
(they  can  be  home-made),  in  the  cool,  shady 
places;  hang  them  so  the  feet  will  be  two  and  a 
half  feet  lower  than  the  head;  this  will  make  the 
rope  at  the  foot  about  one  yard  long  between  the 
hammock  and  the  foot  support;  at  the  head  the 
rope  will  be  about  one  foot  long;  this  will  make 
a  reclining  position  comfortable.  Each  woman 
should  strive  to  keep  up  a  buoyancy  of  spirit,  and 
not  aim  to  see  how  much  she  can  really  do  with- 
out killing  herself,  and  all  the  time  complaining 
"how  hard  she  has  to  work;"  indeed,  I  know  wom- 
en who  really  enjoy  this  sort  of  thing,  and  would 
not  break  their  record  by  taking  a  little  rest  or 
recreation  for  anything  in  the  world.  Give  us  the 
woman  that  rests  us  with  a  little  bright  chat 
of  this,  that,  or  anything  besides  her  continual 
drudgery.  A  rich,  full  harvest  to  all  the  members 
of  Home,  Sweet  Home. — Farmer's  Wife  in  Word 
and  Works.  _ 

ABOUT  AND  TO. 

It  is  much  easier  for  some  persons  to  talk  about 
people,  than  to  talk  to  people,  and  yet  one  word 
spoken  to  a  person  may  do  him  more  good  than 
forty  words  spoken  about  him.  We  see  in  certain 
persons  something  which  we  dislike,  which  is 
really  faulty.  We  talk  to  our  neighbor  about  it; 
we  call  the  attention  of  friends  to  it;  we  express 
our  opinions  concerning  it;  and  all  this  while  we 
have  done  nothing  at  all  in  the  way  of  remedying 
the  evil  of  which  we  complained.  The  faulty  per- 
son goes  on,  perhaps  unconscious  of  any  wrong, 
not  aware  that  his  conduct  causes  remark,  and  it 
may  be  a  long  time  before  he  arrives  at  the  con- 
sciousness that  he  has  been  acting  unwisely  or 
doing  things  that  he  should  not  have  done. 

How  much  better  to  go  to  persons  at  once  and 
point  out  their  faults,  their  errors,  their  mistakes, 
and  have  them  corrected  by  the  only  person  who 
can  correct  them! 

The  ancient  law  said,  "  Thou  shalt  not  suffer  sin 
upon  thy  brother."  We  have  no  right  to  look  on 
and  see  wrong-doing  without  rebuke  or  without 
correction.  Talking  about  a  thing  does  not  reme- 
dy it.  Our  Savior  saw  a  better  way  than  this. 
He  spoke  to  people,  he  read  their  thoughts,  he  not 
only  preached  publicly  to  the  people,  but  he 
taught  them  privately,  and  pointed  out  their  'faults 
and  rebuked  the  wrongs  which  he  saw  in  them 
If  we  follow  his  example  we  shall  talk  to  people 
rather  than  about  them,  and  our  words,  if  fitly 
chosen,  may  accomplish  great  good.— The  Christian. 
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as  brief  as  possible.    Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 

department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

From  Olen  Rock,  Nebr. 

Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  came  to  this  place  July  18  and 
began  a  series  of  meetings.  He  gave  us  ten  good, 
soul-stirring  sermons,  which  resulted  in  the  addi- 
tion of  six  more  precious  souls  to  our  little  band  of 
workers.  We  number  thirty-eight  now,  and  the 
prospects  are  encouraging  for  a  steady  growth,  if 
we    can    get    the    needed    assistance.     We  need    a 


good  shepherd  to  keep  the  flock  together.  Who 
will  come?  We  are  willing  to  assist  any  one  all  we 
can. 

On  July  25  we  met  together  to  hold  a  feast  of 
love,  the  first  ever  enjoyed  at  this  place.  Twenty- 
five  members  surrounded  the  Lord's  Table  and  en- 
joyed all  the  ordinances  of  the  house  of  God  as 
practiced  by  the  Brethren.  Brethren  C.  B.  Smith 
and  Wm.  Mohler  were  the  only  ministers  present 
with  us.  Their  talk  on  the  examination  was  excel- 
lent. I  do  not  think  I  ever  attended  a  more  enjoy- 
able feast  in  my  life,  and  the  members  nearly  all 
expressed  themselves  the  same  way.  How  true  the 
words  of  our  blessed  Savior,  "  If  ye  know  these 
things  happy  are  ye  if  you  do  them."  Oh!  that  ev- 
ery professed  follower  of  Christ  would  follow  Him 
both  in  precept  and  example, — so  they  might  enjoy 
the  blessings  that  God  has  in  store  for  all  those 
who  love  His  appearing!  Mikiam  A.  Maxev. 
July  29.  ■       

From  the  Cedar  County  Church,  Mo. 

On  Saturday,  July  25,  the  members  of  the  Cedar 
County  church  met  in  regular  quarterly  council. 
All  business  that  came  before  the  meeting  was 
pleasantly  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  spirit.  Eld- 
ers William  Harvey,  Christian  Holderman,  and 
Geo.  Wine  were  present,  who  gave  us  some  very 
good  admonitions.  We  are  glad  to  state  that  three 
more  have  been  received  by  letter,  one  being  a  dea- 
con, whose  labors  are  very  much  needed  at  this 
place.  We  decided  to  hold  a  love-feast  this  fall  at 
Bro.  Fowler's  place.  A  request  was  made  for  or- 
ganizing a  prayer  or  social  meeting,  which  was 
granted.  Our  Sunday  school  was  reorganized  this 
summer  with  Bro.  Noah  Calvert  as  Superintendent. 
We  now  have  a  very  interesting  Sunday  school. 
We  are  very  much  encouraged  with  the  present 
prospects. 

May  the  Lord  help  us  to  put  our  whole  mind  and 
spirit  into  the  good  work  for  the  Master's  cause! 
May  we,  by  our  united  prayers  and  hard  labor,  ac- 
complish a  good  work!  May  our  Heavenly  Father 
bless  his  children's  labors  everywhere,  is  my  pray- 
er! C.  A.  Miller. 

July  28.  ____^_^_ 

Wayside  Notes. 

After  the  Conference  at  Ottawa  I  left -for  Great 
Bend,  Kans.,  and  went  from  the.e  to  Seward.  I 
preached  for  the  Brethren  several  times  in  the 
Kden  Valley  congregation.  Here  I  united  with 
the  church  about  twelve  years  ago.  Since  my 
absence  of  eight  years  this  church  has  seen  some 
dark  days.  Some  have  moved  to  other  parts  for 
various  reasons.  I  find  the  enemy  has  been  at 
work  in  different  ways.  Some  misleading  litera- 
ture has  been  circulated  and  some  have  been  led 
away  in  consequence.  This  shows  there  is  power 
in  the  press,  either  for  good  or  bad. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  the  Brethren  have  been 
at  work  and  have  built  a  good  churchhouse  that 
stands  as  a  monument  to  the  Brotherhood.  Bro. 
Moses  Brubaker  has  the  oversight  of  this  church 
now  and  needs  the  united  prayers  of  all  the  Fa- 
ther's children.  They  still  owe  S300  on  the  house 
and  have  to  pay  twelve  per  cent  interest.  With 
another  failure  in  wheat  and  the  prospect  of  low 
price  on  corn,  I  do  not  see  how  they  are  to  lift  this 
debt.  My  prayers  are  that  better  days  are  in  store 
for  this  church. 

On  my  return  I  preached  in  the  town  of  Great 
Bend.  Here  1  found  several  earnest  members, 
who  are  anxious  to  have  Brethren  come  among 
them.  I  had  to  leave  some  calls,  as  I  was  anxious 
to  get  home.  I  arrived  home  safely,  for  which  I 
thank  the  Lord. 

On  the  third  Sunday  of  July  I  preached  at 
Pound's  schoolhouse,  this  State.  A  lady  and  son 
from  Bentley,  111.,  were  there.  She  said  I  was  the 
first  Dunker  she  ever  heard,  though  sixty-five 
years  old.  I  wondered  what  our  wide-awake  Illi- 
nois brethren  have  been  doing!  This  lady  was 
well  pleased  with  our  sermon.  She  said  she  heard 
more  Gospel  truths  in  it  than  she  had  been  ac- 
customed to  in  Illinois, 


The  Lord  willing,  we  will  dedicate  our  new 
church  at  Newport  on  the  second  Sunday  in  Au- 
gust. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  17,  at  our 
home  church,  Mt.  Zion.  We  have  recently  added 
ten  to  our  number  by  baptism,  and  there  are  more 
to  follow.  May  God  speed  the  day  when  all  our 
brethren  will  awake  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and 
not  let  souls  starve  for  the  Bread  of  Life,  almost 
at  our  own  doors!  Walter  Strickler. 

Luray,  Va 

Missionary  Work  In  the  South. 

CoNTEHPLATfNG  a  visit  to  the  Southern  mission 
field,  wife  and  I  started  from  home,  in  the  Kilbuck 
congregation,  Ind.,  July  5,  and  went  to  Anderson 
on  the  evening  of  the  above  date,  where  we  met 
Bro.  D.  R.  Richards  and  wife,  who  were  to  be  our 
traveling  companions  to  the  mission  points. 

We  held  services  at  Anderson  in  the  Brethren's 
new  and  commodious  house,  where  a  large  and 
appreciative  congregation  was  in  attendance.  On 
onday,  July  6,  we  left  Anderson  over  the  South- 
n  division  of  the  Big  Four  Railway  for  the 
inny  South,  to  work  in  the  Master's  cause. 
July  7  we  arrived  at  Lawrenceburg,  the  county- 
seat  of  Lawrence  County,  Tenn.  We  were  met  at 
the  depot  by  brethren  Charles  Davis  and  John 
B.  Layman  and  conveyed  to  their  home.  We  com- 
menced services  the  same  evening  and  continued 
till  the  14th.  On  the  nth  we  proceeded  to  organ- 
a  church,  to  be  known  as  the  Crowson  congre- 
gation. Bro.  John  B.  Layman  was  advanced  to 
the  full  ministry.  No  deacons  were  elected  as 
here  are  already  three  there.  There  are  about 
ieventeen  members,  making  a  substantial  nucleus 
or  a  large  and  prosperous  congregation.  The 
nterest  is  intense,  not  only  among  the  member- 
ihip  but  also  among  the  outsiders  who  are  de- 
nanding  more  promulgators  of  the  true  doctrine; 
ind  there  is  no  better  opening  for  ministers,  who 
contemplate  a  change  of  residence,  than  in  Middle 
Tennessee,  with  its  healthful  climate,  pure  air  and 
water.  Those  wishing  information  can  write  to 
Eld.  John  B.  Layman,  Crowson,  Lawrence  County, 
or  Bro.  John  Davis,  McKenzie,  Carroll  County. 

July  15  we  started  for  Western  Tennessee,  near 
McKenzie,  Carroll  County,  where  we  arrived  on 
the  17th,  and  in  the  evening  began  services  with  a 
crowded  house  at  the  Boyd  schoolhouse.  Meetings 
were  continued  with  unabated  interest  till  the  20th, 
when  we  were  obliged  to  turn  our  faces  homeward. 
There  were  none  added  to  the  church  as  an 
immediate  result,  but  their  conversations  led  us 
to  believe  that  a  number  are  almost  persuaded  to 
become  Christians.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  what 
the  ultimate  result  may  be,  but  we  leave  that  with 
God,  knowing  that  Paul  may  plant,  Apollos  may 
water,  but  it  is  God  alone  who  gives  the  increase. 
1  Cor.  3:  6.  J.  R.  Wellington. 

Reed.  Ind. 
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From  Jerico,  Mo. 


Our  regular  council-meeting  occurred  on  Sat- 
urday, July  25.  A  good  deal  of  business  came  be- 
fore the  church  and  was  all  disposed  of  in  a  Chris- 
tian manner.  I  have  never  seen  more  unanimity 
of  sentiment  than  was  here  manifest.  Where  the 
Lord  is,  there  is  union.  Bro.  C.  Holderman,  our 
elder,  was  with  us;  also  Bro.  W.  M.  Harvey,  of 
Jasper,  Mo.,  who  presided  at  the  meeting;  also 
Bro.  Geo.  Wine,  of  Bolivar.  The  brethren  gave 
us  good  counsel.  Bro.  Wine  preached  for  us  on 
Sunday,  and  Bro.  Holderman  Sunday  night.  We 
must  not  forget  to  mention  Bro.  Jonathan  Cripe,  of 
North  Liberty,  Ind.,  who  was  also  at  the  meet- 
ing. Our  Sunday  school  is  encouraging.  Bro. 
Noah  Calvert  is  our  Superintendent.  He  is  the 
right  man  at  the  helm.  We  also  decided  to  organ- 
ize a  prayer  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  members 
houses. 

Our  Communion  meeting  is  to  be  held  Sept.  23j 
at    Bro.   John    Fowler's,    about    two    and   one-halt 
miles  northeast  of  Jerico.     We  surely  have  a  large 
field   here   for   cultivation,  and  only  two  of  us 
work   it,— Bro.   J.   C.  Mays   and  the  writer.    »ro. 
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Mays  is  getting  old  and  feeble  and  we  cannot  ex- 
pect as  much  of  him  as  of  one  younger;  hence  we 
need  more  preachers.  Calls  are  coming  all  the 
:  and  we  are  unable  to  fill  them.     Why  do  not 


some  of  the  [ 

and  help  us? 

deal  of  good. 

July  30. 


reachers  in  the  East  come  di 
We  need  you.    You  can  do  a  great 
Will  you  come?      W.  H.  Miller. 


From  Mill  Creek,  Va. 


ingdon,  preached  two  excellent  sermons  for  us. 
A  collection  was  taken  up  for  our  Old  People's 
Home,  which  was  liberally  responded  to.  Our 
ministers  have  ample  opportunities  for  exercise. 
We  have  but  two,  and  they  hold  two  meetings 
each  Sunday;  so  "  elbowing  "  and  "  I  wish  liberty  " 
and  "  No,  you  be  free,"  have  no  place  in  our  wor- 


ship. 

Evtrrll,  Pa.,July  27. 


A.  T.  Simmons, 


Our  Thanksgiving  meeting  occurred  on  Satur- 
day, July  25,  arid  we  can  truly  say  we  had  a  good 
meeting.  We  were  blessed  with  a  good  corps  of 
visiting  preachers.  Elders  Levi  Wenger  and  Dan- 
iel Miller  preached  for  us.  In  the  afternoon  we 
held  a  council-meeting.  Considerable  business  was 
attended  to.  An  election  was  held  for  a  speaker. 
The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  Joseph  Pence,  our  Sunday 
school  Superintendent.  He  was  duly  installed. 
Next  morning  we  met  for  Sunday  school  and 
preaching.  We  appreciated  the  presence  of  those 
elders  that  were  with  us  in  the  school  and  gave  us 
some  good  explanations,  in  the  old  people's  class, 
which  numbered  twenty-seven.  Our  school  aver- 
ages about  125  pupils  in  attendance  and  is  in  good 
working  order. 

At  the  hour  for  preaching  Eld.  Samuel  Driver 
gave  us  a  good  talk,  followed  by  Eld.  Enoch  Brow- 
er  from  I  Sam.  15;  22,  "  Behold  to  obey  is  better 
than  sacrifice  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams." 
Our  duty  was  told  us  very  positive,  in  accepting  the 
Gospel,  and  to  be  true  to  God's  church.  One  of 
the  Brethren  also  warned  us  through  God's  Word, 
by  the  Apostle  James,  to  keep  ourselves  unspotted 
from  the  world,  and  to  be  very  careful  that  we  re- 
ject not  his  Word  lest  he  will  also  reject  us.  Let  us 
work  that  we  may  obtain  a  home  in  heaven! 

H.  E.  Harshbarger. 
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■  thirst;  si 

El  Reno  Church,  Okla.— Our  quarterly  council 
was  held  July  18.  All  business  was  disposed  of 
with  the  best  of  feeling.  We  decided  to  have  a 
love  feast  Aug.  22,  with  a  week's  meeting  previous. 
Ministerial  help  will  be  appreciated. — George  E. 
Hardnock,  Thurston,  Okla. 

Mount  Hope  Church,  Okla.  Ter.— This  church  en- 
joyed another  refreshing  season  by  the  coming  of 
our  dear  brethren,  elders  Jacob  D.  and  Levi  Trostle, 
the  latter  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.  Truly,  they  were 
workmen  that  need  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly 
dividing  the  Word  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit. 
May  the  Lord  abundantly  bless  our  dear  brethren 
for  their  labors  of  love!—/.  A.  Landis,  Acton,  Okla. 
Ter. 

Well  Pleased.— The  Messenger  is  a  welcome 
visitor  in  our  home  each  week.  After  we  read  it, 
it  is  passed  to  our  neighbors,  of  three  different  de- 
nominations,—Disciples,  Baptists  and  Methodists. 
They  are  well  pleased  with  it,  and  especially  the 
man  (who  is  a  Methodist) 
so  well  gotten  up  for  the 
)  dollars  for  our  paper  and 
We  feel  somewhat  isolated 
imbers  nearer  than  sixteen 


What  that 


'  Messenger"  Did. 

of  the 


LITTLE  incident  of  the  following  nature  may 
be  interesting  to  those  who  may  have  opportuni- 
ties to  ^distribute  Gospel  Messengers.  In  my 
round  of  house-to-house  visits  of  our  members 
here,  I  chanced  to  pass  by  an  old  gentleman  at- 
tending to  his  mill.  Having  a  few  copies  of  the 
Messenger  with  me,  I  decided  to  give  him  one, 
which  I  did  and  passed  on.  Returning  I  passed 
by  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  The  old 
gentleman  seeing  me  called  out  to  know  if  we 
used  meal  at  our  house,  and  being  told  that  we 
did,  he  called  me  to  come  by  and  he  would  give 
me  a  sack  of  meal,  if  I  would  carry  it  home  with 
me.  With  many  thanks 
matter,   I  soon  went  on 


of  meal  1 


1  my  ; 


Thii 


with  him 

Who   will   send   me 

Messenger  for  him 


I   guess  I  shall  give  hi 

;end   me   some   back    ni 

others  to 


nd  no  parleying  over  the 
ly  way  rejoicing, — a  sack 
was  my  second  meeting 
another  call, 
bers    of   the 
horn  I  would 


gladly  hand  them? 
tracts  to  good  advantage  h 
some  by  mail,  prepaid? 
Litchfield,  III. 


Id 


ie  Messengers  and 

Who  will  send  me 

B.  E.  Kesler. 


From  Everett,  Pa. 


July  16  we  met  in  quarterly  courcil  in  the  Ev- 
erett church,  to  do  business  for  the  church  mili- 
tant. The  special  feature  before  the  meeting  was 
to  establish  a  permanent  line  between  the  Everett 
and  Snake  Spring  congregations,  in  Everett.  The 
town  is  situated  partly  in  each  congregation,  which 
causes  some  inconvenience.  Representatives  from 
the  Snake  Spring  church  met  with  us,  to  consider 
the  dividing  line.  After  considerable  discussion 
on  both  sides  a  line  was  established  which  we 
hope  will  prove  satisfactory  to  all,  although  the 
town,  to  some  extent,  is  still  in  each  congrega- 
tion. We  decided  to  hold  a  young  people's  meet- 
ing every  other  Sunday  evening  in  the  Everett 
ehurch,  to  get  our  young  members  more  interested 
m  church  work,  and  older  ones  too.  In  this  way 
the  talent  that  lies  dormant  may  be  brought  out, 
developed  and  utilized  for  the  Master's  work. 

We  held  a  harvest  or  special  thanksgiving  meet- 
ing on  last  Sunday.     Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart,  of  Hunt- 


letters  of  travel.  Oni 
said,  "Your  paper  ii 
price.  They  charge  t 
it  is  not  half  as  good.' 
here,  as  there  are  no  1 
miles. — Mary  C.  Hardnock,  Thurston,  Okla. 

McPherson,  Kans.— Our  regular  council  was  held 
July  6.  Considerable  business  was  transacted,  and 
with  the  harmony  and  pleasantness  which  usually 
characterizes  such  meetings  at  this  place.  During 
school  vacation  our  membership  is  much  smaller 
than  usual,  and  we  have  fewer  ministers.  Our 
prayer-meeting  is  held  on  Sunday  evening.  The 
Sunday  school  is  at  work  under  the  direction  of 
Bro.  Theodore  Sharp.  Our  Mission  school  has  an 
attendance  of  fifty. — Sue  Slusher. 

Ashland,  Ohio.  —  The  church  at  Maple  Grove, 
Ohio,  held  their  quarterly  council  July  18.  All 
business  was  disposed  of  in  the  spirit  of  love.  Our 
annual  harvest  meeting  will  beheld  Aug  15,  at  10 
A.  M.,  and  2;  30  P.  M.  We  elected  two  delegates  to 
District  Meeting.  We  decided  to  hold  our  series 
of  meetings  in  September,  and  to  hold  a'  love  feast 
in  connection  with  our  meetings.  Bro.  W.  F.  Eng- 
land, of  the  Ashland  church,  was  chosen  to  preach 
for  us  during  the  series  of  meetings.  Our  Sunday 
school  is  prospering.— David  Snyder,  July  29. 

Whitesville,  Mo.  —  The  Whitesville  church  is 
still  moving  along  slowly.  July  25  we  had  our 
council.  As  it  was  our  regular  time  for  meeting, 
our  minister,  Bro.  Jesse  Shamberger,  was  present. 
It  was  decided,  the  Lord  willing,  to  commence  a 
series  of  meetings  Aug.  22.  On  Saturday  even- 
ing, Sept.  5,  we  expect  to  have  our  feast,  to  which 
we  extend  a  general  invitation.  At  our  regular 
meeting  in  June  Bro.  and  sister  Frantz,  of  Califor- 
nia, were  received  by  letter.  This  caused  our  lit- 
tle church  to  rejoice.  We  more  especially  need  a 
resident  minister.— Mo/lie  L.  Taylor,  July  29. 

Palestine,  Ark.— At  present  we  are  having  a 
siege  of  very  hot  weather.  But  with  all  this  our 
meetings  are  well  attended.  Last  Sunday  there 
were  fifty  in  attendance  at  the  Sunday  school,  which 
is  very  large  for  this  place.  We  feel  the  need  of  a 
larger  house  than  the  schoolhouse  we  now  use  for 
our  regular  services.  I  expect  to  begin  a  series  of 
meetings  at  a  point  ten  miles  north,  Aug  I.  Our 
love  feast  will  be  held  Sept.  16.  We  invite  brethren 
who  think  of  visiting  this  State,  to  be  with  us. 
Eld.  Henry  Brubaker,  of  Knoxville,  Ark.,  intends 
to  visit  us  at  that  time.— D.  L.  Forney,  July 30. 


Waynesville,  Mo. —  The  members  of  this  con- 
gregation met  in  quarterly  council  July  25.  We 
had  an  enjoyable  meeting;  decided  to  hold  our 
love  feast  Nov.  14.  The  Brethren  at  this  place 
are  poor,  and  to  get  some  money  for  church  work, 
most  of  them  decided  to  work  two  days  of  every 
month,  from  now  until  spring,  for  the  good  of  the 
cause. — Libbic  Stump,  July  29. 

Deep  Water  Church,  Mo. — We  met  in  quarterly 
council  July  25.  The  church  was  well  represented 
and  all  business  passed  off  pleasantly.  One  united 
with  us  by  letter.  The  church  decided  to  hold  a 
Communion  Oct.  21,  to  begin  at  three  P.  M.  A 
series  of  meetings  will  be  held  this  fall  if  we  can 
get  a  minister  to  come  and  preach  for  us.  We 
have  much  to  be  thankful  for,— plenty  and  to 
spare. — Lizzie  Fahncstock,  Montrose,  Mo. 

New  Hope  Church,  Oklahoma.— Bro.  M.  M.  En- 
nis  and  wife  came  to  us  June  22,  and  remained  un- 
til the  27th.  Bro.  Ennis  preached  five  interesting 
sermons  for  us,  made  a  pastoral  visit,  presided 
over  one  council  and  baptized  two  applicants. 
Our  brother  also  helped  to  adjust  some  trouble,  so 
that  now  we  can  hope  for  a  bright  future.  We 
hope  the  Lord  will  bless  Bro.  and  sister  Ennis  for 
their  labors  of  love  among  \a\—Hinry  Troxsl,  Bur- 
nett, 0.  T.July  2S. 

Kearney,  Nebr. — The  Wood  River  church  met 
in  council  July  25,  All  business  passed  off  pleas- 
antly, and  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  The  mission- 
ary spirit  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
features  of  the  meeting,  and  we  hope  to  have  a 
mission  school  in  our  little  city  in  the  near  future. 
Our  fall  love  feast  will  be  held  Sept.  19  and  20. 
Our  union  Sunday  school  is  moving  along  with  a 
regular  attendance  and  increasing  interest,  llro. 
Ira  C.  Snavely  is  conducting  a  short  course  of  Bi- 
ble lessons,  by  the  aid  of  C.  E.  Arnold's  book  and 


chart,  every  Sunday  afternoon. — E.  M.  Suavely,  Ju- 
ly 28. 

Red  Cloud,  Nebr.— Sinci 
have  been  added  to  our  m 
Jarboe,  a  minister,  and  wife, 
schools;  both  use  Brethren' 
last  council  we  appointed  a 
Aug.  1.  A  Communion  will  b 
27.    Bro.  N.  B.  Wagoner 


our  last  report  two 
nber  by  letter,  — Bro. 
We  have  two  Sunday 
Quarterlies,  At  our 
harvest  meeting  for 
1  held  Sept.  26  and 
ur  delegate  to  Dis- 


trict Meeting.  We  feel  greatly  blessed,  both 
spiritually  and  temporally.  There  has  been  plenty 
of  rain,  and  every  one  seems  to  rejoice.  Any  one 
desiring  to  change  location  is  invited  to  look  at 
our  country  and  to  be  with  us  at  our  feast. — Sarah 
Mohler,  July  30. 

Dayton,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  West  Day- 
ton church  met  in  council  July  30,  at  7:  30  P.  M. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  considerable 
business  came  before  the  meeting.  Two  were  re- 
ceived by  letter,  and  two  relieved  by  letter.  Our 
series  of  meetings  will  be  held  during  the  month 
of  November,  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  Filbrun.  One 
was  baptized  July    19.     On   that   day   Bro.    Daniel 


:  at  10:30;  also  at  7:30  P.  M. 
/ser  was  with  us  and  preached 
We  have  two  live  Sunday 
Sunday  school  is  promising 
result  in  much  good. — Elmer 


Vaniman  was  with  1 
July  26  Bro.  Wm.  Bo 
from  Luke  19;  10. 
schools.  Ourmissioi 
and,  we  hope,  may 
Wombold,  Aug,  3. 

Byron,  Nebr.— Bro.  James  Flo'ry,  our  State  Su- 
perintendent, organized  a  mission  Sunday  school 
at  this  place,  which  now  numbers  thirty.  It  has 
been  the  means  of  keeping  young  men  and  ladies 
from  spending  their  Sunday  afternoons  in  playing 
cards  and  other  harmful  amusements.  Here  the 
doctrine  of  the  Brethren  is  new.  We  have  been 
distributing  tracts  and  the  Gospel  Messenger. 
Some  have  been  inquiring  about  the  Brethren 
church,  and  we  hope  that  they  may  be  brought 
from  darkness  to  the  glorious  life  of  the  Gospel. 
July  26,  Bro.  Daniel  Fike,  of  Carleton,  preached 
for  us.  We  had  one  sermon  in  the  afternoon,  in 
the  schoolhouse,  and  one  in  the  evening  in  town. 
Bro.  Daniel  gave  us  rich  food  for  the  soul.  The 
Lord  has  blessed  us  with  a  refreshing  rain.— Emma 
Hinsc,July  27. 
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Ft.  Collins,  Colo.— The  Poudre  Val- 
ley church  met  in  council  July  II. 
We  decided  to  hold  our  Communion 
Sept.  12,  at  the  house  ol  Isaac  Pye, 
seven  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Ft. 
Collins.  Bro.  Cough nour  was  with 
us  and  preached  three  sermons  on 
Sunday.  We  need  a  minister  in  this 
church.—/.  F.  Shuck,  July  17. 

Centralia,  Wash.— Our  first  Breth- 
ren baptism  took  place  at  Centralia 
July  19.  There  were  four  baptized, 
which  makes  seven  in  this  mis 
field.  We  had  a  very  impressive  bap- 
tism. One  of  the  applicants  selected 
the  beautiful  hymn,  "  Shall  we  Gathi 
at  the  River?  "  There  are  others  near 
the  kingdom. — Alice  S.  Christlieb. 

Johnstown,  Pa.— We  expect  to  be- 
gin a  series  of  meetings  at  the  W; 
nut  Grove  church  on  the  evening  of 
Sept.  5,  to  continue  for  some  time. 
The  meetings  will  be  conducted  by 
Bro.  Peter  Stuckman,  of  Nappane' 
Ind.  One  precious  soul  has  united 
with  the  church  by  baptism  since  our 
last  report. — A.J.  Straycr,  July  26. 

New  Cambria,  Kans.— The  members 
of  the  Saline  Valley  church,  K; 
met  in  quarterly  council  last  Saturday, 
July  25.  It  was  a  pleasant  meeting. 
All  the  ministering  brethren,  besides 
many  others,  were  present.  Bro.  C. 
W.  Fitzwater  is  our  elder.  All  busi- 
ness was  transacted  in  a  Christian- 
like manner.  We  decided  to  have  a 
love  feast  Aug.  15,  at  2  P.  M.,  at 
brother  and  sister  D.  W.  Stoner's, 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  northwest  of 
Vesper,  Lincoln  Co.,  Kans.,  on  the 
Salina  &  Lincoln  Branch.—  David  R. 
Myers,  Sec,  July  28. 

Kiver,  Ind.— The  Salimonie  church 
held  her  children's  meeting  on  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  July,  commencing 
at  2  P.  M.  Our  meeting  was  a  pleas- 
ant one.  About  seventy  essays,  dec- 
lamations and  select  songs  were  on 
the  program.  About  three  hours  were 
spent  very  profitably.  It  was  quite 
impressive.  We  were  glad  to  see 
our  young  people  take  such  an  inter- 
est. Scores  of  bright  boys  and  girls 
were  seated  in  front.  Our  large  au- 
dience room  would  not  hold  all  the 
people.  Surely  they  were  profitably 
entertained.  We  felt  the  afternoon 
was  well  spent. —  0.  C.  Ellis,  July  27. 

Olpe,  Kans.— The  members  of  the 
Verdigris  church  held  their  love  feast 
July  lS.  It  began  to  rain  before  the 
members  all  gathered,  and  it  looked 
for  a  time,  as  if  the  weather  would 
militate  against  the  meeting,  but  it 
cleared  off,  and  we  were  once  more 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  feast  of 
feasts,  and  engage  in  the  holy  ordi- 
nances of  God's  house.  About  seven. 
ty  members  communed.  Ministers 
from  adjoining  churches  were,  breth- 
ren A.  L.  Pearsol,  G.  W.  Weddle,  L. 
H.  Dickey  and  G.  W.  Studebaker. 
The  latter  is  almost  four  score  years 
old.  When  we  saw  him  read  without 
glasses  and  expound  the  Scriptures, 
we  were  made  to  realize  that  his  eye 
was  not  dim  nor  his  natural  force 
abated.  After  riding  ten  miles  on 
Sunday  evening,  he  preached  to  the 
young  people  in  our  vicinity.  He 
started  home  on  Monday.  May  the 
Lord  sustain  him  and  may  peace  be 
with  him  in  his  declining  years,  is  our 
prayer!—/  St.  Quakenbush. 


York,  N.  Dak.— Sunday  evening, 
July  19,  Bro.  D.  C.  Campbell  was  with 
us  and  preached  a  soul-cheering  ser- 
mon, after  which  one  dear  soul  re- 
solved to  forsake  the  world  and  come 
out  on  the  Lord's  side.  Next  day,  at 
11  A.  M.,  the  ordinance  of  bapt 
was  administered.  Others  are  cot 
ing  the  cost.  Our  Sunday  school  still 
grows  in  interest. — Minnie  E.  Smith, 
July  25. 

Worthington,  Minn.— We  have  now 
rcided  when  we  will  have  our  love 
feast.  We  expect  Bro.  Harvey  Iken 
"berry,  Aug.  3,  to  commence  meeting: 
and  continue  until  Aug.  15.  Then  wc 
expect  to  hold  our  love  feast  fiv< 
miles  northwest  of  Worthington,  to 
commence  at  4  o'clock.  After 
feast  we  expect  Bro,  O.  J.  Beaver  to 
continue  the  meetings.  All  are  invit- 
ed to  be  with  us.  —  Lizzie  Hilary, 
July  26. 

Eglon,  W.  Va  — July  19  Eld.  J.  T. 
Cosner,  from  Bismark,  W.  Va., 
preached  for  us  at  Maple  Spring  at 
10:  30  A.  M.  At  3  P.  M.  he  preached 
at  the  Accident  schoolhouse,  and  at 
5  P.  M.  he  preached  at  a  neighbor's 
house  for  an  aged  lady  who  is  afflict- 
ed in  body  and  mind.  There  was 
also  preaching  at  several  other  places 
by  our  brethren,  and  Sunday  school 
at  four  places.  On  the  evening  of 
July  23  we  had  a  good  social  meet- 
ing. Lesson,  I  Tim.  2.  On  Sunday 
we  had  preaching  at  Glade  View  and  at 
Brookside;  also  Sunday  school. — Rach- 
el Wtimer. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa.— 
!ro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewistown,  Pa., 
ommenced  meetings  in  the  Waterloo 
hurch,  a  branch  of  this  congregation, 
June  29,  and  continued  until  July  19 
n  immediate  result,  four  dear  sis- 
ters were  made  willing  to  accept 
Christ  as  their  pattern  in  future  life. 
Since  then  five  more,  —  two  young 
brethren  and  three  young  sisters, — 
:  entered  into  a  covenant  with 
■  Savior  to  be  faithful  followers 
of  him  until  death.  We  know  there 
are  others  that  arc  earnestly  consider- 
ing their  unsafe  ground.  May  they 
see  that  "  procrastination  is  the  thief 
of  time,"  and  that  it  may  cheat  them 
out  of  the  one  great  promise, — eternal 
life,  which  each  one  may  have  as  a 
reward,  if  they  are  faithful  stewards 
in  this  world.  — /  H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa. 

Sand  Brook  Church,  N.  J.— This 
church  is  moving  along  very  pleasant- 
ly. We  can  report  an  increase  in  our 
congregation  since  last  year.  A  Sun- 
day school  was  organized  May  16, 
with  a  full  corps  of  officers  and  teach- 
ers. The  attendance  is  good,  with  an 
average  of  about  forty-five  scholars. 
The  collections  taken  for  the  support 
of  the  school  are  quite  liberal.  The 
instructions  we  receive  from  the  Breth- 
ren's Quarterlies  proves  satisfactory 
We  propose  holding  a  children'; 
meeting,  but  the  time  has  not  been 
fully  decided  on  yet.  For  the  past 
few  Sunday  evenings  we  have  had  thi 
pleasure  of  having  Bro.  Wm.  Howe, 
from  the  Amwell  church,  address  us, 
principally  along  the  line  of  our  Sun- 
day school  lessons,  which  are  inter- 
esting and,  I  trust,  profitable.  Our 
council-meetings  for  this  and  the 
Bethel  church  will  be  held  about  Sept. 
18  and  19,  when  we  hope  to  have  our 
elder,  Bro.  S.  R.  Zug,  with  us.    The 


love  feast  this  fall  will  be  held  in  the 
Bethel  church.— Jennie  F.  Green,  Ser 
geantsville,  N  J. 


-»-OUR  »  BOOK  x  TABLE  -s- 

The  Fiftieth  Anniversary  Number  of  the 
Scientific  American,  New  York,  just  out,  is  a 
really  handsome  and  valuable  publication  of 
seventy-two  pages.  It  reviews  the  progress 
of  the  past  fifty  years  in  the  various  sciences 
and  industrial  arts;  and  the  various  articles 
by  the  best  scientific  writers  of  the  day  are 
racily  written  and  richly  illustrated.  The  ed- 
itors have  accomplished  the  difficult  task  of 
presenting  a  compendium  of  information  that 
shall  be  at  once  historical,  technical  and  pop- 
ular. The  interest  never  flags  for  a  moment, 
and  the  story  of  the  half-century's  growth  is 
in  itself  a  veritable  compendium  of  valuable 
scientific  information  for  future  reference. 
Price,  10  cents  per  copy.  We  regard  the 
Scientific  American  as  the  most  valuable  pub- 
lication coming  to  this  office.  It  is  one  of  the 
periodicals  that  we  never  expect  to  grow  tired 
of  reading. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 

"  WI1.1t  tiiLTcfurt-  G"d  li.ith   joimrd  together,  let  n 


FAHRNEY— HARSHMAN.— On  July  21, 
1896,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  near 
Quincy,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  by  the  undersigned, 
Mr.  Aaron  G.  Fahrney  and  Miss  Lizzie  B. 
Harshman,  both  of  near  Quincy. 

Isaac  Riddlesbfrger. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  .  ■ . 

lessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord." 


LEEDY.— At  Pierceton,  Ind.,  July  16,  1896, 

o.  Abraham    K.   Leedy,   aged  82    years,    6 

onths   and    14  days.     Funeral  services  July 

.     His  compauion,  Elizabeth  (Baker)  Leedy, 

died  July  20,  i8g6,  aged  So  years,  4  months  and 

days.     Funeral  services  July  22.     Both  ser- 

ons  were  preached  by   Bro.  A.  L,  Wright, 

of   Norlh   Manchester,   Ind.     Brother  and  sis- 

Leedy  moved  to  this  County  (Kosciusko) 

1842.      They     united    with    the    Brethren 

church    in    August,    1861.      Bro.    Leedy    was 

chosen  deacon  of  the  Washington  church  soon 

ter  the    organization.     They    were    faithful 

embers  till  death.  H.  H.  Bballier. 

REISH.-At  his  residence  at  Quinter,  Kans.. 
July  22,  1896,  from  dropsy,  Peter  Reish, 
ged  73  years  and  2  days.  The  deceased 
inited  with  the  Brethren  church  in  the  sum- 
ner  of  1862.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  a 
devoted  Christian  life.  He  leaves  an  aged 
w  and  seven  children.  Funeral  services 
by  brethren  B.  B.  Whitmer  and  J.  B.  Wertz. 
J.  K.  Reish. 

UNDERWOOD.— Near  Egan,  Cal.,  in  the 
Egan  church,  sister  Elizabeth  Underwood 
[nee  Walmer),  aged  41  years  and  26  days. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  seven  children 
to  mourn  their  loss.  Funeral  by  Eld.  I.  M, 
Gibble  from  Ps.  3:  15.  Mary  Yoder. 

ULERY.— In  the  Turkey  Creek  church, 
Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.,  June  25,  1896,  sister  Mary 
Ulery  (nee  Davenport),  aged  75  years,  r  month 
and  25  days.  She  was  the  wife  of  Bro.  Daniel 
Ulery,  who  preceded  her  about  five  years. 
She  was  a  faithful  sister  and  labored  with  her 
husband  in  the  deacon's  office  over  thirty 
years.  They  moved  from  Goshen  to  their 
farm  in  Union  township  in  1841,  both  dying  on 
the  old  homestead.  She  leaves  eight  children, 
one  of  whom  preceded  her.  She  called  for 
the  elders  and  was  anointed.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  J.  C.  Murray,  P.  W.  Stuckman  and  D, 
Wysong  from  Rev.  14:  13.  L.  D.  Ulery. 

FRITZ.— In  the  Brothers'  Valley  congrega- 
tion, Pa.,  July  15,  1896,  sister  Hannah  Fritz 
aged  65  years,  5  months  and  n  days.  Inter 
ment  at  Reiman  church.  Services  by  the 
Brethren,  D.  H.  Walke 

MILLER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Canton 
church,  Ohio,  June  17,  1896,  Mrs.  Matilda  Mil- 
ler, aged  57  years  and  2  months.  She  leave; 
her  husband  and  three  children.  Funeral  serv 
ices  by  Bro.  J.  Weirich.  Her  remains  were  in 
terred  at  the  Center  cemetery. 

George  S.  Grim. 


RAUGH.— In  the  Canton  church,  Ohio,  June 
22,  1896,  infant  daughter  of  friend  John  and 
sister  Ida  Raugh,  aged  6  months  and  6  days. 
Services  conducted  by  Mr.  Himes,  of  the 
Trinity  church,  and  Bro.  J.  Weirich.  Inter- 
ment at  the  Center  cemetery. 

George  S.  Grim. 

RHODES— In  the  Mill  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Adams  Co.,  111.,  July  16,  1896,  sister 
Susannah  Rhodes  (nee  Hunsaker)  aged  82 
years,  8  months  and  10  days.  She  was  born 
in  Logan  County,  Ky.,  Nov.  6,  1813.  She  was 
married  to  Joseph  Rhodes  Jan.  16,  1829,  and 
was  the  mother  of  fifteen  children.  The  hus- 
band and  thirteen  children  preceded  her  to 
the  spirit  world.  She  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  over  sixty  years. 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14: 
13-  B.  F.  Britt. 

WALKER.— In  the  Mill  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Adams  Co.,  111.,  March  28,  1896,  Bro. 
Alfred  Walker,  aged  76  years,  1  month  and 
1  day.  Deceased  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  in  1853  and  served  in  the  deacon's 
office  for  twenty-six  years.  He  was  well  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  Bro.  W.  R.  Lierle.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  three  children.  B.  F.  Britt. 

THORNTON.— In  the  Clear  Creek  church, 
Mo.,  July  8,  1896,  of  consumption,  sister  Jim- 
mie  Thornton,  aged  25  years  and  5  months. 
She  made  application  to  unite  with  the  church 
.  few  days  before  her  death,  but  was  too 
/eak  to  be  baptized.  With  the  faithful 
>romise,  that,  as  soon  as  she  was  able  she 
/ould  be  baptized,  she  was  received  as  an 
pphcant  for  membership.  She  leaves  a  hus- 
band and  two  children.  One  preceded  her 
the  spirit  world.  Funeral  services  conduct- 
ed by  Bro.  Joseph  Brubaker,  from  John  5:  25. 
Lucy  Bru 


SHROYER.— In  Sugar  Valley,  Clinton  Co., 
Pa.,  July  II,  1896,  Bro.  George  Shroyer,  aged 
66  years,  g  months  and  10  days.  Services 
onducted  by  the  writer.  J.  L.  Beaver. 

MILLER.— In  the  South  Bend  congrega- 
ion,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Ind.,  Bro.  George  Miller, 
aged  85  years,  11  months  and  4  days.  Bro. 
Miller  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in 
Stark  County,  Ohio,  in  early  life.  He  died  at 
North  Liberty,  Ind.,  July  4,  1896.  Funeral 
rvices  by  the  writer  and  D.  Whitmer. 

Jacob  Hilderbrand. 

MORRIS.— At  Teegarden,  Marshall  Co., 
Ind.,  July  8,  1896,  sister  Maria  Morris,  aged 
52  years,  11  months  and  15  days.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  in  the  Brethren  church.     Fu- 

:ral  services  by  the  writer. 

THOMPSON.— In  Walkerton,  St.  Joseph 
Co.,  Ind  ,  June  ig,  1896,  of  consumption,  sister 
n  Thompson,  aged  58  years,  1  month  and 
4  days.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  for  many  years.  Funeral  services  by 
the  writer.  Jacob  Hilderbrand. 

PARSONS.— In  the  Okaw  church,  Piatt  Co., 

111.,  sister  Nancy  Parsons,  aged  89  years,  10 
months  and  25  days.  She  was  confined  to 
her  bed  about  five  months.  She  manifested 
great  patience  during  her  sickness.  She  was 
anointed  about  two  months  before  she  de- 
parted this  life.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  J. 
Arnold  and  others.  E.  F.  Wolfe. 

CORDILE.  —  In  the  Eel  River  church,. 
Ind.,  July  12,  1896,  Mr.  James  E.  Cordile,  aged 
19  years,  5  months  and  8  days.  Deceased, 
while  bathing  in  the  lake,  was  drowned.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
Funeral  services  by  the  writer  from  Heb.  9: 
27.  Daniel  Snell. 

PETRY.  — In  the  Price's  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  July  12,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  sister 
Katie  Ann  Petry,  aged  57  years,  5  months  and 
6  days.  Her  husband  preceded  her  to  the 
spirit  land  just  four  months  ago.  Twelve 
children  are  left.  She  was  a  faithful  wife, 
a  devoted  mother  and  a  pious  Christian  for 
thirty-seven  years,  always  ready  to  do  all  she 
could  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  Eld.  T.  Krider  and  the  home  minis- 
ters. Joseph  LonganeckbR- 

EISENHUTH— In  the  Johnstown  congre- 
gation, Pa.,  July  22,  1S96,  Burndette  Irene,  in- 
fant daughter  of  friend  John  and  Sadie 
Eisenhuth.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  A.  Fy- 
ock  from  1  Tbess.  4.  A.  J.  StrayBR. 
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Montague  Co. 
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10  A.  M.,  Camden  church, 
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li,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa. 


» ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 


One  time  or  more 

One  month  (4  times) 

Three  months  (13  times), 

Six  months  {26  times), 

One  year  (52  times) 

Eff-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  u 


Send  a  Postal  Card  at  once 

FOR  FAMILY  OFFER  OF 
DUBBEL'S 

RED   THYME 

PAIN  CURB 


Spend  the  Winter... 

...in  California ! 

Lordsburg  College, 

Which  is  Owned  and  Controlled 
hy  the  Brethren. 


ilted  states.    Both  the  < 
"formation,  address, 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  daes  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  fosid  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text, 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (i>)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  er 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  {2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  *'  give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 


rid  in 


-       -      4  5° 

-       -       -         5  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring 
the  work.     Address: 


Bre 


Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morri: 


Every  Farmer  in  the 


The    Middle    South  I 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Route. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  wit* 
xplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  car 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  oui 
Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodical; 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religi 
weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  on 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    p 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum 

ao  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 

30  copies,  to  One  .nUliL-.i.  J  111. '111111 


...,.,,, 


.    .hLIk 


■■■in 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way,  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes,  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wt 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 


Single  subscription,  c 
8  copies,  per  quarter, 
30  copies  and  over, . 


■  3*c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  arc  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  littl 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 
Single  subset! prion,  per  year 10  cent 

10  copies  and  OTer »K  cents  e>cl 


Sunday   School   Reward  Cards.— Our 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in   styles  and   prices  so  as  to  pleast 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

Mr.  PER  PAOKAQK  OF  12  CAHDB. 


Landscape   and 


1  Landscape,  til/.eJixfi^, .  .  .  . 
I  Landscape,  sl/e  8x614, .  -  -  - 
md  Landscape.,  size  K^xfi^, . 
I  Landscape,  size  3^x6^,.  .  . 
lery,  elze  S'Ax&A, 


e  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cords,  60  De- 
ns,  ! 

ndscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3i<, .  ■  ■' 


Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  oi 
When  ordering  cards  be 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  U 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

amenta,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen  .  .  .»    8£ 
Minute  Boobs,  each, # 


riii- 


,  piotorial  < 


i  of  eaoh  1 


Other  Helps. — We  are  prepared  to  fnrnlsb 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description,  Alwiys  write  bi 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


VIRGINIA  IS  THE  PLACE. 


N.aw. 


The  lands  of  the  old-time 
planters  are  now  being  di- 
vided and  sold  at  very  rea- 
sonable prices  and  on  terms  of  easy  pay- 
ments, affording  nn  opportunity  for  home 
seekers  and  investors  in  agricultural,  mineral 
and  timber  lands  to  secure  great  bargains; 
Some  of  the  Brethren  are  moving  in  the 
great  gardening  region  around  Norfolk,  where 
land  can  he  had  at  such  figures  as  to  make 
one  year's  crop  pay  for  the  whole  farm. 

If  high  lands  are  preferred,  well,  we  have 
them  in  the  Piedmont  region,  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  of  historical  fame,  and  in  the 
blue-grass  valleys  of  Southwest  Virginia. 

Arguments  in  a  Nutshell. 

1.  Delightful  climate. 

2.  Nearness  to  market. 

3.  Better  prices  for  farm  products. 

4.  Cheap  lands,— from  £5.00  up. 
Brethren  desiring  more  information  can  get 

it  by  writing  to 

VV.  11.  Bevill, 
Gon'l  Piisa.  Ag't,  N.  .t  w.  Roanoke,  Va. 

Ai.lrn  Hull, 
niv.  Pass.  Ag't  N.  A|W.  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Paul  Scherer, 

ImmigraUonAg'tN.&W.  Roanoke,  Va. 

P.  S, — We  refer  by  special   permission   to 

Rrv.    P.  S.    Miller,    of    the    German    Baptist 

church  at  Roanoke,  Va.  3013 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


Farm  for  Sale. 


Seed-Time. 


A  Chance  to  Make 
Something. 


PIS! 


Sept.  2, 
Seud  ror  clreulur  add  further  particular,  to 
N.  R.  BAKER, 

Prln.  Frultdale  Seminary, 
30tf  Fruitdale,  Ala. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S,  Charles  St..  Baltit 


[»,  Poultry,  Game 


t.Hldei,  Dried >ru) 
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Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Power.—  Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


ONE    CENT  A  MILE! 

North  Dakota 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 


Sept,  19  .nd  9 


^  Ht'ttlt'inonl  con- 


(.aprlng  Branch  cb 


Facts  Worth  Considering. 
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jovorod  It,  except  q 
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Northwest. 

bad  In  Hie  Northwest  at  very  rei 
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Dakota,  free  farina  produced  l 

o  bushels  nf  wheat  to  the  nore;  is  t 

x,  and  olher  emps  In  i>ropcirtloii. 

In  the  Kod 
of  a  single  seas 

Uvei  Valley  and  other  locallth 
iy  for  Lmprovod  farms  from  a  abu 

Land  on  the 

top  pl rin  still  ho  had. 

Why  do  me 
can  be  bought 

live  Oil    ulgh-prloed,  rented   lai 

era  pet  aore  more  than  virgin  bi 
forln  Mi.'  West? 

Homesteml  lauds  cannot  b-  laieii  lor  Ave  yea 

Peraom  who 

wish  to  investigate  Hie  oppurlin 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St  CHICAGO,  ILL 


You  Would  Now  Hava  Your 

THIRD  CROP 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


In   your  barn  or  in  stack  if  you  were  living 
m  a  little  $1,200  farm  on  the  Dos  Palos  Colony 
n  California.    These  three  crops  would  weigh 
lot  less  that  five  tons,  and  ynu  would  be  look- 
ng  forward  to  a  fourth  mowing  about  Sept.  I. 
Vou  would  feel  good  to  get  so  much  choice 
feed  lor  so  little  work,  from  so  little  land, 
wife  would  be  glad  to  get  such  an  abun- 
e  of  fresh,  young  vegetables  from  tending 
iall  a  garden.     Your  daughters  would  de- 
light in  their  flowers.     Your  boys  would  have 
i  in  bringing  home  game  and    fish    nearly 
:ry  day.     You  would  all  rejoice  in  picking 
,ny  kinds  of  fruit  to  eat.     Your  pigs  would 
be  in  clover.    Your  cows  would  be  saving  hay 
ni    winter  by  feeding  on  the   superabundant 
cgetalion  of  the  garden  and  orchard.     And 
you    would    be    free    from    care    and    worry. 


VVri 


Ji.  MARKS, 

80tl  Chicago,  111. 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
ainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  dc- 
inient.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
ites  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition,  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


VTAI.X  PEX 


Large  Crops. 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMING. 

Lands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
At  LOW  PRK'ES  and  on  EABY  TERMS. 

Timbered  Lands  inSrnd 
rrdirl6  Ldnds  "NonToSkor 

Many  Lands   for   sale  on    the   CHOP    PAYMENT 
PLAN.-"On  the  Soo  Lloe." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

lie,  Pierce,  Benson,  McLoai 


LIQNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line/ 

U  sold  at  our  station*  at  from  $3.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

There  ore  excellent  opportunities  fo 
Colon  ' 
Line. 


At  the 

time  of  the  Encampment  at 

St. 

Paul,  Minnesot 

a,  the  first 

week  in  Sept 

mber. 

»."o" 

™rB 

rates  to  St.  Paul  will 
These  tickets  will 
davs  by  deposit  hip 

10  agent  there. 

Paul  or 

HnoOftpollB  over 

Northern  Pacific  Railroad 

$7.95  ! 


Baptist    e 
>rlli  nakoti 


v  adding  $7.11. 


a  dedication,  t 


Ington,  North  Dakota  and  ret  urn,  via  the 
m  Paclllo  Kn  1 1  road. 
For  further  particulars  write  to 

O.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P. 
,VM.  H.  PHIPPS,  St.  Paul 

Northern  Pacific  R.  B.  Co. 


Why 
Pay 
Rent... 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.     Our  rules  for  self. 

understand  them, 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

PMllipson  Clotting  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


A  SURE   CURE! 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Quintet. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmament  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
ministers,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 


Famous  Corn  Belt, 

Icest  portion   of  Nebraska?     Thorn 
uid   are   sold   at  low  prices   and  c 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 


...HOLMAIM'S..: 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE  J 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


Individuals,  -"On  the  Soo 


BRETHREN 


apectfully  asked 
roughly  investi- 
le  Soo  Line,"  be 


fore  deciding  upon    1 

and  See! 

NOUR  ILLUSTRATED    LAND   PRIMERS 

They  contain  vtTixj./l.l.'' nV,, t  v'liViil,.  information!'    **** 

HALF  FARES  for- Homeaeekere and 
"HLr  rH"LO  Settlers,  and  HALF 
RATES  on  Household  Goods,  Tools 
Teams  and  Form  Stock,-  "On  the  Soo 
Line." 

Address,  T.  I.  HURL).  Land  and  Industrial  Agent, 

"Soo"  Rnilwuy.  M  I  N  S  KAI'OLIS,  Minnesota. 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  bnmigratlon  AHont, 

DETROIT,  Mieliivrai 

Or,  FBANKSWH'KAKI),  Tr,.v,  Immigration  Agent, 
NORTH  AlANi  'ULSTER.  Indian* 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 


We 


:adn 


ished  by  the  apostle  to  gi 
nan  of  the  hope  that  is  ii 
Often    we    are    interrogated    upon    points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  th> 
desired    information,   and  would    be   glad  t 
know  just  where  to  get  it.     "  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complet 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and    Practice   of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I 
mersion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper, 
Holy    Kiss,   Non-conformity,  Secret    Societi 
etc.     Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  to 
ministers,  Ji.oo.    Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


& 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  - 
This  is  the  Style 
CHAPTER  1. 


vld,  ctbe  son  of  A'bra-hftm. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
"I'saac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -O&'cQb 
begat  JO'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "JO'das  begat  Pha'rSs,  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  "Pha'res 


in  Persian  Levant,  divinity  cir- 
cuit, leather  lined  to  edge,  red 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


House  of  Its  class  in  the  City.  The  charges  are 
lerate,  varying  In  price  from  75  cents  to  S1.S0  per  day 
person,  Thompson's  Restaurant  underneath,  First- 
■  Passenger  Klerator, 


No.  i$3b. 
t't  (ail  to  call  tor  No.  1836  "hen  you  order. 

Address.  BBBTflBBN'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 
Mt  Morris, 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE, 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  Mbssenger 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
■-.ii.-.  L'-sfufly  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  May 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  relief. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  but  good 
reports  from  them.  K very  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 
DK.  E>.  J.  WORST, 
Patent  applied  for.  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 
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-^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY ** 


Late  dispatches  state  that  a  tew  days  ago  1,000 
rmed  Mussulmans  butchered  thirty  unarmed  Chris- 
in  the  precincts  of  a  monastery  on  the  Is- 
|  land  of  Crete.  Priests,  women  and  children  were 
ng  the  slain.  One  woman  was  killed  for  trying 
ive  the  life  of  her  child  and  husband. 


Late  news  places  the  total  number  of  people 
fcssacred  in  Van  and  neighborhood,  in  Armenia, 
!,8oo.  Forty  villages  are  said  to  have  been 
oyed,  and  every  male  over  eight  years  old 
1.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  Turks  were  not 
[lame  for  this  great  loss  of  life,  as  it  was  pro- 
ed  by  some  of  the  indiscreet  Armenians,  who 
posed  they  would  be  able  to  defend  themselves, 
i  these  people  possessed  the  Spirit  of.  Christ 
would  not  have  tempted  their  enemies  to 
jch  terrible  depredations.  When  Chris- 
their  enemies,  and  pray  for  those  who 
litefully  use  them,  the  hand  of  persecution  may 

1  be  stayed. 
Jew  and  valuable  finds  are  constantly  being 
nd  they  prove  of  immense  worth  to  the 
|nced  Bible  student.  Of  one  of  these  late 
in  Egypt  the  Independent  says:  "The  last 
is  of  a  Coptic  manuscript  of  the  fifth  cen- 
j  containing  a  translation  of  three  Gnostic 
fngs  of  the  second  century,  previously  un- 
Indeed,  no  Gnostic  writings  had  come 
s,  and  they  were  known  only  by  the  pole- 
of  Irenes,  Hippolytus  and  other  Orthodox 
The  three  treatises  now  found,  which 
throw  great  light  on  the  early  history  of  Chris- 
jty,  are  called  'The  Gospel  according  to  Mary, 
"he  Apocrypha  of  John;'  'The  Wisdom  of  Je- 
;'  and  'The  Practice  of  Peter.'  The  first 
>  quoted  by  Irenseus;  the  second  consists 
[restions  put  to  Christ  by  his  disciples  and  his 
vhile  the  third  is  an  account  of  Peter's 
acles." 


An  ordinance  was  recently  passed  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  authorizing  the  arrest  and  fining  of  all  chil- 
dren under  fifteen  years  of  age,  found  loitering  on 
the  streets  after  nine  o'clock  at  night.  The  law  is 
a  good  one,  and  should  be  adopted  and  enforced 
in  every  town  and  city  in  the  land. 


A  wonderful  missionary  meeting  was  held  at 
Old  Orchard,  Maine,  last  Monday,  with  Bishop 
Simpson  presiding.  A  call  was  made  for  mission- 
aries to  go  to  China  and  Africa,  and  nearly  two 
hundred  persons  volunteered  their  services.  Sev- 
eral collections  were  taken  up  which  resulted  in 
raising  over  Sioo.ooo.  One  woman  did  without 
eating  one  day  that  she  might  save  one  dollar  to 
give  to  the  missionary  cause.  Scores  gave  gold 
watches,  rings,  jewelry,  and  other  valuables.  Such 
a  meeting,  it  is  said,  was  never  before  held  in 
this  country.  While  these  missionaries,  to  be  sent 
out,  may  not  preach  the  whole  Gospel  as  they 
should,  they  will  nevertheless  pave  the  way  for 
those  who  are  willing  to  go  on  to  perfection  in 
their  teaching.  One  thing  certain,  they  will  place 
the  New  Testament  in  the  hands  of  the  heathen, 
and  no  grander  work  for  the  cause  of  Christ  on 
earth  can  be  done. 


In  some  parts  of  the  East  nearly  all  the  burdens 
are  borne  upon  the  heads  of  toiling  men  and  wom- 
en. These  persons  with  their  heavy  burdens  on 
their  heads,  and  sometimes  on  their  backs,  travel 
along  dusty  roads  or  streets,  exposed  tor  hours  to 
the  rays  of  a  burning  sun.  Their  life  is  a  hard  one, 
but  in  countries,  where  there  are  few  animals,  no 
wagons  and  no  railroads,  they  serve  a  very  impor- 
tant purpose.  In  some  localities  stones  have  been 
set  up  along  the  roads,  just  high  enough  for  the 
burden  bearers  to  place  thereon  their  heavy  burdens 
while  they  rest  a  few  moments.  These  are  called 
resting  stones,  and  they  are  always  anxiously 
looked  for  by  the  toilers  as  they  pursue  their  weary 
journey.  What  a  grand  thing  it  would  be  if  there 
were  more  resting-stones  on  which  the  weary  Chris- 
tian pilgrims  might  rest  their  heavy  burdens? 
Were  we  to  help  each  other  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
life  as  we  should,  there  would  be  more  of  these  rest- 
ing places,  for  each  believer  would  make  of  himself 
a  resting-stone  for  others. 


It  is  not  generally  known  that  the  largest  single 
publication  in  the  world  is  in  the  Chinese  litera- 
ture. The  work  consists  of  no  fewer  than  5,020 
volumes.  This  wonderful  "production  of  the  Chi- 
nese press  was  purchased  a  few  years  ago  for 
S6,ooo,  and  is  one  of  only  a  few  copies  now  in  ex- 
istence, It  is  an  encyclopedia  of  the  literature  of 
China,  covering  a  period  of  2,700  years,  extending 
from  1,000  B.  C,  to  1,700  A.  D.,  reaching  back  to 
the  time  of  David,  King  of  Israel.  It  owes  its  ori- 
gin to  the  literary  proclivities  of  the  Emperor 
Kang-He,  who  reigned  from  1662  to  1722.  In  the 
course  of  his  studies  ot  the  ancient  literature  of 
his  country,  Kang-he  discovered  that  extensive 
corruptions  had  been  allowed  to  creep  into  mod- 
ern editions,  and  he  conceived  the  idea  of  having 
the  text  of  the  originals  reproduced  and  preserved 
in  an  authoritative  form.  This  was  a  mighty  con- 
ception, truly,  and  in  its  execution  it  remains 
unique  down  to  the  present  time.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  work  Kang-He  appointed 
a  commission  of  learned  men  to  select  the  writ- 
ings to  be  reproduced,  and  employed  the  Jesuit 
missionaries  to  cast  copper  types  with  which  to 
execute  the  printing.  The  commission  was  occu- 
pied for  forty  years  in  its  great  task.     Before  the 


work  was  completed  Kang-He  died,  but  he  had 
provided  that  his  successor  should  see  the  book 
completed,  and  he  faithfully  carried  out  his  trust. 
The  book  is  arranged  in  six  divisions,  each  deal- 
ing with  a  particular  branch  of  knowledge.  The 
divisions  are  thus  designated:  First,  writings  re- 
lating to  the  heavens;  second,  writings  relating  to 
the  earth;  third,  writings  relating  to  mankind; 
fourth,  writings  relating  to  inanimate  nature;  fifth, 
writings  relating  to  philosophy;  sixth,  writings  re- 
lating to  political  economy. 


If  the  reports  that  come  over  the  wires  can  be 
trusted,  one  of  the  greatest  meteors  known  to  mod- 
ern time  has  fallen  in  Mexico.  It  is  said  to  have 
struck  the  side  of  a  mountain  in  its  fall,  bringing 
down  with  it,  in  its  course,  masses  of  the  cliffs,  and 
then  plunged  many  feet  into  the  ground.  It  is  not 
generally  known  that  meteors,  either  small  or  large, 
are  constantly  falling  upon  the  earth,  and  that  the 
tendency  of  this  is  to  slowly,  and  gradually  increase 
the  size  of  the  globe,  Some  of  them  are  too  small 
to  be  noticed  with  the  eye,  while  others  are  of  im- 
mense size.  The  one  that  fell  in  Mexico  is  reported 
to  have  demolished  the  house  of  a  miner,  and  killed 
his  two  children.  This  is,  however,  not  the  first  in- 
stance where  death  has  resulted  from  the  falling  of 
a  meteoric  stone.  The  time  is  coming  when  the 
wicked  would  be  glad  to  have  meteors  strike  them 
to  the  earth,  fur  tlicy  will  then  even  pray  for  the 
mountains  and  hills  to  fall  upon  them,  and  hide 
them  from  the  face  of  the  Lord. 


For  some  weeks  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  experienced  some  exceedingly  hot  weather, 
and  not  a  few  deaths  have  resulted  from  the  great 
heat.  In  the  cities  the  Sunday  attendance  at 
churches  has  decreased,  on  account  of  the  great 
scarcity  of  "hot-weather  Christians,"  but  the  at- 
tendance at  saloons  has  increased  because  people 
will  insist  upon  taking  strong  drinks  to  cool  the 
body.  We,  however,  may  console  ourselves  with 
the  thought  that  ours  is  not  the  hottest  place  to 
live,  for  on  the  southwestern  coast  of  the  Persian 
Gulf  is  said  to  be  the  hottest  inhabited  region  of 
the  earth.  For  forty  consecutive  days,  in  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  the  mercury  has  been 
known  to  stand  above  100  degrees  in  the  shade, 
night  and  day,  and  to  run  up  as  high  as  130  de- 
grees in  the  middle  of  the  afternoon.  At  Bahrein, 
in  the  center  of  the  district,  water  from  wells  is 
something  unknown,  Great  shafts  have  been  sunk 
to  a  depth  of  100,  200,  300  and  even  500  feet,  but 
always  with  the  same  result, — no  water.  This  se- 
rious drawback  notwithstanding,  a  comparative- 
ly numerous  population  contrives  to  live  there, 
thanks  to  copious  springs  which  burst  forth  from 
the  bottom  of  the  Gulf  more  than  a  mile  from  the 
shore.  "Machadores"  (divers),  whose  sole  occu- 
pation is  that  of  furnishing  the  people  of  Bahrein 
with  the  life-giving  fluid,  repair  to  that  portion  of 
the  Gulf  where  the  springs  are  situated  and  bring 
away  with  them  hundreds  of  bags  full  of  the  water 
each  day.  The  water  of  the  Gulf  where  the 
springs  burst  forth  is  nearly  200  feet  deep,  but 
these  machadores  manage  to  fill  their  goatskin 
sacks  by  diving  to  the  bottom  and  holding  the 
mouths  of  the  bags  over  fountain  jets, — this,  too, 
without  allowing  the  salt  water  of  the  Gulf  to  mix 
with  it.  The  source  of  these  submarine  fountains 
is  thought  to  be  in  the  hills  of  Osmond,  400  or 
500  miles  away.  Being  situated  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Gulf,  it  is  a  mystery  how  they  were  ever  dis- 
covered, but  it  is  said  that  they  have  been  known 
since  the  dawn  of  history, 
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OUR  MOTHERS. 

Hundreds  of  stars  in  the  lovely  sky, 

Hundreds  of  shells  on  the  shore  tngcthe 
Hundreds  of  lurds  that  go  singing  by, 

Hundreds  of  birds  in  the  sunny  weather, 
Hundreds  of  dewdrops  to  greet  lite  dawn, 

Hundreds  of  bees  in  the  purple  clover, 
Hundreds  of  butterflies  on  the  lawn. 

Hut  only  one  mother,  the  wide  world  ove 

CHRIST'S  EXAMPLE  IN  PRAYER. 


We  have  in  the  example  of  Christ  in  prayer  suf- 
ficient to  give  us  nut  only  an  idea  of  the  importance 
of  prayer,  but  also  the  nature  and  spirit  of  prayer. 
The  Christian  soon  learns  to  know  much  of  the  im- 
portance of  prayer.    As  the  healthy  body  awaits 


'ith  pleasu 
not  live  ' 
awaits  the 
food.     Da 

said,  "Iti 


the 


•ill     Ar. 


terest    and   th 
our    prayers   a 


cgular  times  for  lood,  and  can-    "  Brethre 
■ithout    it,   so    the    Christian    anxiously     for  Israel 
of  prayer,  knowing  it  is  the  soul's     10:  I 
had  learned  well  this  fact,  when  he        Oh  h 
vhen  they  said  unto  me,  let  us  go 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord."     The  poet  expressed 
this  truth  when  he  said, 

'•  Prayer  is  the  Christian's  vital  breath, 
The  Christian's  native  air," 

but  upon  the  nature  and  spirit  of  prayer  we  wish  to 
especially  write. 

1.  The  Christian  should  not  fear  to  pray.  As  the 
child  unembarrassed,  and  with  perfect  confidence, 
goes  to  the  parent  with  its  wants,  so  the  Christian 
should  fearlessly,  and  with  much  confidence  go  to 
God,  and  address  him,  as  "  Our  Father."  The  child 
becomes  familiar  with  its  father  by  virtue  of  its  birth, 
blood  relationship,  and  by  being  more  with  its 
parents,  than  anywhere  else.  It  makes  "father's 
house"  its  home.  So  the  Christian  loves  to  go  to 
the  Lord  in  prayer,  and  thereby  grows  more  and 
more  confident  in  God's  promises  by  being  adopted 
into  his  family  (born  of  God)  and  by  spending 
much  of  his  time  at  home.  By  "  home,"  we  mean 
often  conversing  with  him,  carefully  studying  his 
Word,  loving  its  precepts,  and  constant  association 
with  his  people. 

"  Perfect  love  casteth  out  fear."  We  should  have 
the  child's  spirit,— putting  the  father's  honor  first, 
and  entirely  subordinate  our  own  interests.  The 
child  expresses,  in  its  petition  to  its  parents,  its 
own  insignificance  and  its  parents'  worthiness. 

2.  Our  prayers  should  be  importunate.  God 
loves  continued  asking.  The  child  does  not  hesi- 
tate to  repeat  its  petition  for  what  it  wants,  and,  in- 
deed, we,  as  parents,  would  become  concerned 
about  our  children  did  they  ask  us  but  once 
for  the  things  they  need.  We  would  conclude 
their  desire  was  not  very  strong,  and  we  would 
have  just  reasons  to  be  alarmed.  God  also  be- 
comes concerned  for  us  when  we  do  not  continue 
at  a  throne  of  grace,  asking  for  the  things  we  need. 
"And  shall  not  God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which 
cry  day  and  night  unto  him,  though  he  bear  long 
with  them?  I  tell  you  he  will  avenge  them  speedi- 
ly."    Luke  18:  7,  S. 

Abraham,  in  asking  for  Sodom's  safety,  failed 
not  to  plead  long  with  the  Lord.  He  made  at 
least  six  petitions  in  Sodom's  behalf.  "Seek  and 
ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto 
you."  Again.  "Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  may 
be  found."  Seeking  implies  more  than  simply 
asking.  It  means  pleading  and  continued  asking 
for  the  things  we  need. 

Again;  knocking  is  more  than  seeking.  As  we 
continue  pleading  with  the  Lord,  our  desire  and 
earnestness  should  warm  up,  and  our  needs  and 
dependence  upon  him  should  become  more  and 
more  apparent 
shall  renew  their  strength."     Isa.  40:  31 


Christ  only  makes  one  request  for  temporal  needs, 
while  many  are  made  for  spiritual.  We  need  food, 
help  and  guidance,  for  the  spiritual  man,  more 
than  we  need  temporal  blessings,  and  our  prayers 
should  be  spiritually  inclined.  Solomon,  when 
told  to  ask  for  that  which  he  desired  most,  and  it 
should  be  granted  him,  asked  for  wisdom— a.  spir- 
itual blessing.  All  our  temporal  needs  are  but 
secondary.  They  should  not  be  the  end  desired, 
but  simply  a  means  to  an  end.  After  we  shall 
have  done  the  spiritual,  the  temporal  will  be  forth- 
coming. 

4.  Again;  our  prayers  should  be  unselfish.  Paul 
says  that  "  prayer  and  intercession  should  be  made 
for  all  men."  Selfish  purposes  and  selfish  ends,  as 
far  as  temporal  things  are  concerned,  should  not 
enter  into  the  make-up  of  our  prayers.  "  Not  my 
will,  but  thy  will,  oh  Lord,  be  done,"  was  Christ's 
prayer  in  his  most  agonizing  hour.  The  burden 
of  our  prayers  should  be  that  the  Lord's  will  may 
be  done.  Then  we  can  pray  for  the  spiritual  and 
temporal  good  of  all  men.  Especially  will  we 
have  an  earnest  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  Zion. 
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was  such  that  it  caused  the 
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Sterling,  III. 


They  really  form  a  somewhat  ex- 
There  are  eight  hundred  and  sev- 


pamphlets  are. 
tensive  library, 
enty  small  quarto  volumes,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  volumes  in  large  quarto,  each  volume 
containing,  on  an  average,  about  twenty-five  parn. 
phlets.  There  are,  further,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  volumes  of  which  each  con- 
tains only  one  pamphlet  of  a  larger  size.  Then 
there  are  twenty  folio  volumes  of  pamphlets  in  sin- 
gle sheets,  and  eighteen  folio  volumes  of  legal  doc- 
uments, such  as  declarations  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  proclamations  by  Magistrates,  etc.,  so 
that  altogether  there  are  more  than  three  thousand 
volumes  in  the  series.  These  pamphlets  are  on  ev- 
ery variety  of  subject,  social,  legal,  political  and  re- 
ligious, and  give  a  complete  picture  of  English 
public  life  from  the  year  1640  to  the  year  1661, 
They  were  presented  to  the  Museum  by  George  the 
Third,  and  thus  are  commonly  known  as  King 
George's  Pamphlets.  It  is  obvious  that  to  search 
through  this  mass  of  literature  is  a  task  of  no  ordi- 
nary magnitude,  and  Dr.  Whitsitt  might  almost  as 
well  have  said  that  his  views  were  confirmed  by  read- 
ing the  books  in  the  Library  of  the  British  Museum. 
The  task  of  searching  through  these  volumes  is,  how- 
ever, not  so  hopeless  as,  at  first  sight,  it  might  seem, 
for  there  is  a  carefully  written  manuscript  catalogue 
(it  has  never  been  printed,  and  must  be  consulted 
in  the  Museum  Reading  Room);  and  a  diligent  pe- 
rusal of  the  titles  of  the  pamphlets  in  this  cata- 
logue enables  the  reader  to  select  those  which  seem 
to  have  reference  to  Baptists  or  baptism;  and  thus 
the  area  of  the  search  becomes  very  greatly  nar- 
a  do  this  is  somewhat  laborious,  for  the 
tself  extends  to  twelve  large  octavo  vol- 
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WHEN  BAPTISTS  FIRST  BEGAN  TO  IMMERSE. 

Various  efforts  have  been  made  to  prove  that  the 
Baptist  churches  did  not  commence  to  immerse  un- 
til the  year  1641,  and  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that 
Dr.  Whitsitt,  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  should  have  accepted  this  idea.  The 
conclusion  is  drawn  from  certain  documents  in  the 
British  Museum,  called  the  King  George  Pam- 
phlets. In  order  that  our  readers  may  be  posted 
on  this  phase  of  the  question,  we  clip  the  follow- 
ing from  a  recent  issue  of  the  Christian  Standard. 
It  is  well  worth  preserving  for  future  reference: 

KING  GEORGE'S  PAMPHLETS. 

A  Dive  Into  the  Ocean  of  King  George's  Pamphlets  ill 

the  British  Museum.     What  May  be  Found  There 

About  the  Early  English  Baptists. 

One  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  features  in  the 

controversy  that  has  arisen  concerning  the  belief 

and  practice  of  the  early  English  Baptists  in  regard 

to   the   mode   of  baptism    is  the  statement  of  Dr. 

They  that  wait  upon  the   Lord  |  Whitsitt  that  the  opinions  to  which  he  has  given 

pression  were  confirmed  "  by  researches  among 


be  inferred  that  the  Baptists,  generally,  or  any  sec- 
tion of  them,  or  even  any  individual  Baptist  held 
any  other  opinion  than  that  immersion  is  the  only 
true  and  Scriptural  method  of  baptism,  either  be- 
fore the  year  1639  or  after  it.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  these  are  the  earliest  pamphlets,  and 
cover  the  period  from  the  year  1640  to  1646. 

All  the  evidence  that  can  be  gathered  from  them, 
and  the  testimony  is  both  full  and  clear,  is  most 
conclusive  that  from  the  first  the  doctrine  of  be- 
liever's baptism  by  immersion  was  firmly  and  intel- 
ligently held.  The  first  proof  of  this  statement, 
first  in  importance,  though  not  first  in  order,  "The 
Confession  of  Faith  of  those  churches  which  are 
commonly  (though  falsely)  called  Anabaptists." 
(Pamphlet  24,  Vol.  170.)  It  was  drawn  up  and 
signed  by  fifteen  representative  members  of  the 
seven  Baptist  churches  then  existing  in  London, 
and  was  published  in  the  year  1644.  The  thirty- 
ninth  article  states  that  the  proper  subjects  of  bap- 
tism are  those  who  have  professed  faith  in  Christ 
and  are  his  disciples.  The  fortieth  article  ' 
laration  in  regard  to  the  right  mode  of  baptism, 
is  so  full  and  clear,  that  it  well  deserves  to  be  given 
verbatim. 

"That  the  way  and  manner  of  the  dispensing 
of  the  ordinance,  the  Scripture  holds  out  to  be,  dip- 
ping or  plunging  the  whole  body  under  water. 
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tists  but  there  is  not  a  single  sentence  in  which  they 
are  'twitted  with  hiving  adopted  any  change  or 
modification  of  opinion  or  practice  in  regard  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  ordinance  of  baptism  should  be 
observed.  Surely  that  silence  in  the  case  of  men 
who  were  so  severely  criticised  and  opposed  by 
their  contemporaries  is  an  eloquent  testimony  to 
their  consistency. 

There  is  a  pamphlet  in  this  series  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1644  (number  2  in  Vol.  160),  with 
the  title  "The  Anabaptist  Groundwork  for  Refor- 
mation, or  Planting  of  New  Churches,  Found  False 
and  Disproved."  This,  as  the  title  indicates,  is  a 
controversial  work  published  by  an  opponent  of 
Baptist  principles.  It  is  a  one-sided  account  of 
some  disputations  between  a  Baptist  and  a  Pedo- 
baptist  whose  names  are  not  given,  printed  in  Lon- 
don with  the  imprimatur  of  James  Crawford.  The 
Baptist,  who  is  indicated  by  the  initials  T.  L  ,  is  rep- 
resented as  having  very  decidedly  the  worst  of  the 
argument.  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  his  op- 
ponent addresses  this  challenge  to  the  Baptist:  "  I 
ask  T.  L.  and  the  rest  of  the  Baptists,  or  Disciplers, 
that  will  not  be  called  Anabaptist  (though  they 
baptize  those  that  have  been  baptized  before),  what 
rule  they  have  by  word  or  example  in  Scripture  for 
going,  men  and  women  together,  into  the  water, 
and  for  their  manner  of  dipping,  and  every  circum- 
stance and  action  they  perform  concerning  the 
same?  "  From  which  it  is  evident  that  in  the  judg- 
ment of  their  opponents  the  one  distinctive  feature 
of  the  Baptists  was  that  they  were  "  Dippers." 

There  is  also  a  pamphlet  by  Robert  Baillie,  min- 
ister of  Glasgow   (Vol.293),  with  the  title,  "Ana- 
baptism  the  True  Fountain  of  Independency,"  etc. 
This  was  published  in  the  year  1646,  and  in  giving 
an  account  of  what  the  writer  describes  as  "The 
tenets  of  the   old  Anabaptists,"   he   says:   "Unto 
their   newly   gathered   churches   of  rebaptized  and 
dipped  saints  they  did  ascribe  very  ample  privil- 
,"  .fees,  for  first  they  gave  to  every  one   of    them    a 
Ewer  of  questioning  in   public  before  the  whole 
ingregationlany  part  of  their  preachers'  doctrine." 
'    rfldeed,  the  evidence  is  most  conclusive  that  from 
file  first  the  fact  that  they  were  "  Dippers  "    was 
flung  at  them  as  a  reproach.     No  stronger  proof  of 
that  can  be  needed  than  the  title  of  Daniel   Feat- 


In  all  this  early  literature  there  is  not  to  be  found 
a  single  sentence  from  which  it  can  be  inferred  that 
any  English  Baptist  had  any  doubt  or  hesitation  in 
regard  to  the  right  mode  of  baptism.  From  the 
first  notice  to  the  last  the  testimony  is  wholly  in 
proof  of  the  fact  that  their  distinctive  teaching  and 
practice  were  that  only  believers  should  be  bap- 
tized, and  that  the  only  Scriptural  mode  of  baptism 
is  immersion. 

BETWEEN  SABBATHS. 
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iphret,  published  in  1647,  "  The  Dippers 
the  Anabaptists  Ducked  and  Plunged  Ov- 
ind  Ears  at  a  Disputation  in  Southwark." 
s  an  interesting  treatise  on  baptism  by  Ro 
ler  (Vol.  258),  giving  an  account  from  : 
Baptist  point  of  view  of  the  opinions  and  beliefs  o 
"  Baptized  believers  (reproachfully  called  Anabap 
tists,  truly  called  Christians),"  in  which  there  i: 
great  stress  laid  on  the  significance  of  baptism  as  ; 
type  of  burial  and  resurrection,  and  Romans  6:  4  i: 
expounded  to  show  how  completely  the  type  an- 
swers to  the  truth  typified.  This  was  published  in 
the  year  1645,  and  is  an  additional  evidence  that 
immersion  was  regarded  as  of  the  essence  of  bap- 
tism. 

These  are  just  samples  of  the  testimony  afforded 
by  the  series  of  King  George's  Pamphlets,  which 
might,  if  there  were  any  need,  be  multiplied.  The 
whole  testimony  they  afford  points  in  one  direction. 
The  witness  of  the  Baptists  themselves,  and,  what 
is  of  no  less  importance,  that  of  their  opponents, 
show  conclusively  that  they  professed,  and  were  re- 
garded as  professing,  the  doctrine  that,  according  to 
the  New  Testament  teaching,  baptism  meant  noth- 
ing else  than  immersion. 

There  are  some  books  about  the  Baptists  much 
earlier  than  any  in  King  George's  series  of  pam- 
phlets. In  the  Museum  Library  there  is  a  small 
volume  printed  in  black  letter  with  the  title  "  Tri- 
acle  against  the  poyson  lately  stirred  up  agayn  by 
the  furious  secte  of  the  Anabaptists,  devysed  by 
William  Turner,  Doctor  of  Physic."  This  was  pub- 
lished in  London  in  the  year  1551.  It  is  mainly  an 
argument  in  favor  of  infant  baptism,  and  against 
the  teaching  of  the  Baptists  in  relation  to  the  min- 
isterial office  in  the  church,  but  all  the  way  through 
it  is  assumed  that  the  distinctive  tenet  of  the  Bap- 
tists was,  the  only  baptism  taught  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  believers'  baptism  by  immersion. 


than  the  Lord's  Day's  portion, —  becom 
to  work  between  Sabbaths.  Nearly  every  case  of  al- 
leged lack  of  opportunity,  or  of  so-called  unfitness 
for  work  is  just  so  much  unwillingness.  No  one  ever 
was  fit  to  do  what  he  would  not  do,  and  opportuni- 
ties are  more  rarely  found  than  made.  The  trite 
saying,  "  Where  there  is  a  will,  there  is  a  way,"  is 
just  as  true  in  religion  as  in  secular  application. 
That  way  may  not  always  be  my  way,  but  God's 
way  is  far  better.  When  I  am  ready  to  work  "  to- 
gether with  Him,"  I  will  not  long  be  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  will  not  find  much  that  I  am  unable  to 
do,  for  "  I  can  do  all  things  through  Christ  which 
strengtheneth  me." 

The  success  of  any  Sunday  school  depends  upon 
its  well-executed  plans.  To  outline  the  work,  to  be 
done  by  teachers  and  officers,  is  the  greatest  part  of 
the  work  of  the  superintendent,  and  it  must  be  done 
between  Sabbaths.  The  school-session  program  is 
not  studying  lessons  by  pupils,  neither  is  it  plan- 
ning campaigns  by  teacher  or  Superintendent. 
The  work  of  the  class  hour  is  the  concentrated  es- 
sence of  the  week's  study,  but  it  should  also  consist 
of  opportunity  for  reports  by  the  pupils,  of  their  vic- 
tories and  defeats  during  the  weak.  The  orders  for 
future  work  must  not  be  forgotten.  All  directions 
for  the  study  of  next  Sunday's  lesson  are  now  in 
place  too. 

I  believe  in  the  teacher  helping  the  Superintend- 
ent plan  the  outside  work.  She  knows  her  pupils 
best,  and  ought  to  be  responsible  for  their  work. 
She  stands  in  the  same  relation  as  a  general  mana- 
ger, to  her  charge,  that  he  does  to  the  entire  school. 
If  she  sees  that  the  children  have  work  between 
Sundays,  they  will  do  it.  We  know  how  faithfully 
they  attend  to  their  chickens,  pigs,  beans,  pop-corn, 
etc.,  to  make  missionary  money,  and  they  make  it, 
too  They  love  to  take  flowers  to  sick  people;  and 
visit  absent  scholars.  There  is  no  more  effective 
way  of  getting  new  scholars  into  the  school  than  to 
have  the  children  bring  them. 

For  the  teacher  who  works  among  her  pupils  be- 
tween Sabbaths,   there  is  nothing  easier  or  more 


pleasant  than  the  social  element  of  her  duties,  nor 
is  there  any  proportionate  amount  of  labor  and 
time  likely  to  bring  such  beneficial  results.  These 
informal,  social  visits,  or  entertainment  of  the 
pupils,  by  the  teacher,  give  her  an  insight  into  the 
needs  of  their  child-nature  that  she  could  not  other- 
wise obtain.  Her  cheerful,  model  behavior  is  sure 
to  be  a  silent  lesson  to  even  the  rudest  boy.  One 
of  the  best  teachers  I  ever  knew  had  a  class  of 
young  ladies,  some  of  rather  doubtful  character, 
and  these  she  would  invite  to  her  home  as  often  as 
any  of  the  others.  She  entertained  them  as  kindly 
as  she  did  her  most  distinguished  guests,  and  she 
seldom  lost  her  girls, — she  would  not  let  them  get 
away. 

The  greatest  difficulty  for  this  part  of  the  work  is 
the  lack  of  time.  A  certain  teacher  who  worked 
very  hard,  yet  set  apart  an  afternoon  for  this  social 
department;  and  thus  each  of  her  pupils  received 
an  occasional  call,  and  the  missing  ones,  and  the 
sick  were  promptly  visited.  There  are  few  occupa- 
tions from  which  sometimes  an  evening  or  after- 
noon cannot  be  spared  for  social  chats  with  two  or 
three  pupils.  Even  in  country  schools,  the  difficul- 
ty is  not  great,  for  the  classes  are  usually  smaller 
than  in  the  city. 

The  benefits  of  this  week-day  sociability  are  very 
many.  Besides  cheering  the  sick,  and  interesting 
the  negligent  ones,  new  scholars  are  often  found. 
The  most  necessary  relation  between  teacher  and 
class  is  that  of  love  and  confidence.  This  cannot 
be  gained  alone  by  a  smile  and  hand-shake  at  Sun- 
day school,  but  by  continued  friendly  mingling. 
This  feeling  established,  and  you  have  largely 
solved  the  ever-vexing  difficulties  of  non-attend- 
ance, inattention,  and  bad  behavior.  Even  a  teach- 
er who  is  rather  weak  in  the  "  government  "  ele- 
ment, can  secure  respectable  conduct  from  naughty 
pupils  who  love  her. 

Though  I  have  spoken  at  length  upon  the  prac- 
tical part  between  Sabbaths,  I  would  not  lose  sight 
of  the  importance  of  the  life  between  them. 
During  those  six  days  is  lived  the  lesson  to  be 
taught  on  Sunday,  or  not,  as  the  teacher  may 
I  be  a  theorizer  or  a  practicer.  No  amount  of  pious 
admonition  can  be  of  avail  by  the  one  who  does 
not  live  far  more  spiritually  than  he  tells  his  pu- 
pils to  do.  Are  there  any  teachers  who  live  less 
Christ-like  than  they  try  to  enforce  by  precept? 
God  forbid  that  our  Sunday  school  teachers  should 
lead  aught  but  godly  lives!  Let  a  teacher  be  such, 
and  though  his  methods  of  teaching  are  not  the 
best,  nor  his  knowledge  the  deepest,  yet  his  power 
for  good  over  that  little  class,  God  sees  and  meas- 
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"  WHAT  IS  MAN?" 
BY  CHAS.  M.  YEAROUT. 

in  Four  Parts Part  Four. 

Death,  What  is  It?— How  one  Passes  into  a  State  of  Death.— 
Cause  of  Death.— Three  Deaths  Examined  and  De- 
fined—Death  Brought  to  Judgment  and 
Cast  into  the  Lake  of  Fire. 

It  seems  that  a  word  with  which  the  human  fam- 
ily is  so  familiar  ought  to  be  well  understood,  but 
it  appears  that  an  erroneous  doctrine  has  grown 
out  of  a  misunderstanding  of  the  meaning  of  death. 
Death,  as  used  and  applied  in  the  Bible,  refers  to 
different  states  and  conditions  of  mankind.  When 
the  world's  Redeemer  made  his  advent  into  this 
world,  the  entire  human  family  were  in  a  state  of 
death.  "  If  Christ  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead." 
"  By  the  grace  of  God  Christ  tasted  death  for 
every  man,"  therefore  every  man  was  dead.  The 
first  penalty  of  man's  disobedience  was  a  spiritual 
death;  the  second,  or  a  result  of  the  first,  a  phy- 
sical death.  "  For  in  the  day  thou  eatest  thereof 
thou  shalt  surely  die,"  has  reference  to  a  spiritual 
condition  and  not  the  dissolution  of  soul  and  body. 

Adam  and  Eve  were  driven  from  the  garden  of 
Eden  the  very  day  they  ate  of  the  forbidden  tree, 
and  were  separated  from  God  and  the  spiritual 
association  they  had  previously  enjoyed,    passed 
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into  a  state  of  death,  and  were  not  permitted  to 
look  upon  God's  face  again.  It  was  the  sin  of 
violating  God's  law  that  separated  them  from  God. 
Separation  of  soul  and  body,— physical  death, — 
did  not  separate  them  from  God,  but  physical 
death  was  a  result  of  sin.  "  Wherefore,  as  by  one 
man,  sin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  sin; 
and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men,  for  thai  all  had 
by  the  offense  of  one, 
to   condemnation." 
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presented  as  wanderers 
mtaminated  and  defiled 
em  into  death— alen- 
nners  return  to  God, 
they  are  represented  as  coming  out  of  death  into 
life,  not  out  of  non  existence  into  existence.  They 
are  changed  from  a  state  of  death  into  a  state  of 
life.  "  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death 
into  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren.  He  that 
loveth  not  his  brother,  abideth  in  death."  I  John 
3:  14;  John  5:  24.  Christ  took  away  the  penalty 
of  the  Adamic  sin  which  was  death,  not  physical 
death,  but  spiritual.  "  For  death  reigned  from 
Adam  to  Moses,  even  over  them 
sinned  after  the  similitude  of  Ad 
sion."     Rom.  5:  14. 

When  the  soul  leaves  the  body,  \ 
The  inner  man  leaves  its  tabernacle  of  flesh,  its 
earthly  house,  and  the  house  is  left  without  an 
occupant,  hence  it  is  lifeless,— inanimate.  The 
soul  is  not  dead,  but  has  changed  spheres  of  exist- 
ence. See  1  Kings  17:  21,  22;  Gen.  35:  18;  Luke 
12:  20;  Matt.  10:  28.  "  For  we  that  are  in  this 
tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened;  not  that  we 
would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon,  that  mor- 
tality might  be  swallowed  up  of  life."  2  Cor.  5: 
1-4;  2  Pet.  I:  14. 

The  mortality  part  of  man  is  the  body,  as  I  have 
shown  conclusively  in  a  preceding  chapter.  There 
is  no  life  in  a  dwelling  house,  outside  of  the  oc- 
cupants who  reside  in  it.  Even  so  there  is  no 
life  in  the  body,— the  tabernacle  of  flesh, — when 
the  inner  man  takes  its  departure.  The  body 
having  been  taken  from  the  earth,  returns  to  earth, 
where  it  remains  until  the  resurrection,  when  it 
will,  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  be  brought 
forth  in  an  immortal  state,  whether  righteous  or 
unrighteous;  for  all  shall  come  forth  from  the 
graves,— they  that  have  done  righteously  unto  the 
resurrection  of  eternal  blessedness,  and  they  that 
have  done  wickedly  unto  the  resurrection  of  eter- 
nal condemnation.  While  the  soul,  through  sin. 
passes  into  a  state  of  death,  it  does  not  pass  into 
a  non-existent  or  unconscious  state.  "And  death 
and  hades  gave  up  the  dead  which  were  in  them; 
and  they  were  judged  every  man  according  to  their 
works.  And  death  and  hades  were  cast  into  the  lake 
of  fire.  This  is  the  second  death."  Rev.  20;  13,  14 
R.  V. 

How  absurd  is  the  idea  of  God  judging  lifeless 
beings  that  do  not  exist,  and  committing  the  dead, 
unconscious,  lifeless  beings  "  into  the  lake  of  fire 
where  they  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night  for- 
ever and  ever."     Away  with  such  nonsense.     God 


hath 


lared  in  the  curse  pronounced  upon  man 
after  he  had  transgressed  the  law  of  his  Maker,— 
"  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread, 
till  thou  return  unto  the  ground;  for  out  of  it  wast 
thou  taken:  for  dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt 
thou  return."     Gen.  3:  19. 

What  was  it  that  was  to  return  to  the  ground? 
That  which  was  taken  from  the  ground?  What 
was  taken  from  the  ground?  Evidently  the 
lifeless  body,  —  tabernacle  of  flesh, — house  of 
clay.  Gen.  2:  7;  Job  4:  19;  2  Cor.  5:  1-4.  Christ 
abolished  the  power  of  the  Adamic  sin,  and  liber- 
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nscious  beings  to  judg- 
ndemn  them,  but  God  does  bring  men 
id,  in  a  state  of  death  to  judgment, 
ceive  their  reward  for  their  works  of 
There  is  no  escape  from  this  conclu- 
who  believe  God's  Word.  God  does 
h  nonentities,  neither  does  he  punish 
nor  the  innocent.  It  is  argued  by 
many,  especially  those  of  the  materialistic  faith, 
that  death  means  a  cessation  of  life,  or  that,  at 
death,  all  life  ceases  to  exist.  This  is  true  only 
so  far  as  the  body  tabernacle  of  flesh  is  concerned. 
The  inner  man  does  not  cease  to  exist  in  a  con- 
scious state.  The  soul  puts  off  its  mortal  robe  of 
flesh  and  enters  another  sphere  of  existence.  If 
righteous,  it  enters  Paradise,  a  place  of  rest  and 
happiness;  if  wicked,  polluted  by  sin,  it  enters  the 
hades  of  departed,  evil  spirits.  This  is  termed, 
in  the  Scripture,  a  state  of  death,  a  receptacle  for 
those  who  are  dead  in  sin,  and  the  body  returns  to 
the  earth  from  whence  it  was  taken,  for  so  God 


Ity  which  was  death.  "The 
iting  sour  grapes,  shall  no  more  set  the 
teeth  on  edge."  Through  the  atonement 
made  by  Christ  all  are  brought  into  a  state  of 
innocency,  and  belong  to  the  family  of  God  until 
they  come  to  the  years  of  accountability,  to  know 
good  from  evil.  They  now  exercise  their  right  of 
choice  in  choosing  the  service  of  God,— the  paths 
of  righteousness;  or  the  service  of  sin, — the  paths 
of  wickedness. 

If,  like  Adam  and  Eve,  they  give  heed  to  the 
seducing  teachings  of  Satan,  and  transgress  God's 
law  or  disobey  his  voice,  like  Adam  and  Eve,  they 
are  then  and  there  separated  from  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  pass  or  enter  into  a  state  of 
death,  and  if  they  remain  in  this  state  through 
life,  they  will  appear  at  the  great  white  throne, 
and  will  there,  by  the  eternal  God,  be  adjudged  to 
1  he  second  death.  Sin  brings  death, — separation 
from  God, — now,  and,  if  not  repented  of,  and 
atoned  for  by  Christ,  will  bring  a  second  death- 
separation  from  God  at  the  judgment.  Oh,  that 
all  would  throw  off  sin  and  disobedience  and  come 
out  of  the  dark  gloom  of  death,  and  enter  into 
life  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thus  escape 
the  horrors  of  the  second  death 
wonderful  being. 
Westphalia,  Kans. 
[Those  criticising  or  wishing  m 
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SPRINKLING  vs.  IMMERSION. 
Part  Five. 

ment:  the  meaning  of  the  TEKMS  El 

CHRISTIAN    BAPTISM    IS   CONSIDERED   A 
ARGUMENT   IN   FAVOR    OF   SPRINKLING:- 


THA 


and  me; 
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the  word  baptism  itself  is  of  general  import 
ns  the  application  of  water  in  any  way. 
1  into  "  does  not  always  mean  into.  When 
nt  up  into  the  mountain,  he  did  not  go  un- 
nountain.  Then,  when  we  read  that  they 
xn  into  the  water,  and  came  up  out   of  the 

water,  it  means  that  they  went  down  to  the  water, 

and  came  up/rom  the  water. 

That  sprinkling  is  more  convenient,  and  can  be 

more  readily  performed  than  immersion. 

THE    MEANING    OF   THE   TERMS   EMPLOYED   IN   CHRIS- 
TIAN   BAPTISM    CONSIDERED   IN    FAVOR    OF    IM- 
MERSION. 

The  Bible,  to  be  true,  must  be  true  to  itself. 
Truth  cannot  teach  three  or  more  widely  different 
kinds  of  acts  by  one  term.  The  words  of  the  Bi- 
ble must  have  meaning,  and  the  meaning  a  word  has 
in  one  place  it  must  have  in  another,  when  applied 
to  the  same  thing.  Truth  is  a  unit,  and  the  Word 
of  God  is  the  truth,  and  must  be  uniform  and  con- 
sistent from  beginning  to  end.  Any  Greek  scholar 
knows  that  our  English  word  "immerse"  may  be 
translated  into  Greek,  and  that  the  Greek  word  for 
immerse  is  bapto  or  baptizo,  that  the  Greek  word  for 
"pour"  is  cheo;  and  that  the  Greek  word  for 
"  sprinkle  "  is  raino. 

We  have  no  right  to  render  baptizo  by  "  sprinkle," 
when  the  Greeks  used  it  to  express  the  act  of  im- 
mersion. We  might  as  well  render  raino  by  dip,  or 
say  that  to  dip  means  to  sprinkle. 

Raino  which  is  the  Greek  word  for  sprinkle,  never 
occurs  in  the  Greek  New  Testament  in  connection 
with  baptism.  It  is  never  used  for  baptism.  The 
k  language  had  a  specific  word  for  a  specific 
John  says,  "  I  indeed  baptize  you  with 


Whe 


So- 


water,"  he  does  not  use  1 


•  cheo,  but  baptizo. 


ntered 
id  objects  of  the  mountain.  When 
bed  up  into  a  sycamore  tree,  he  en- 
nd  among  the  branches  of  the  tree 
p  and  the  Eunuch  went  down  into  th, 
water,  they  passed  from  without  to  within  the  ele- 
ment itself.  If  we  turn  to  Mark  1:  9,  it  will  be  seen 
that  Jesus  was  not  only  in  but  that  he  was  baptized 
into  the  river  of  Jordan— (eis  ton  Jordanen).  If  ,'„ 
does  not  mean  in,  and  into  does  not  mean  into,  then 
Bible  narratives  and  Bible  truths  are  unintelligible 
When  language  fails  to  convey  the  most  ordinary 
meaning  of  words  to  us,  it  is  of  no  value. 

What  a  jargon  of  unintelligible  ideas  would  such 
a  method  of  interpretation  present  to  our  minds! 
Jonah  was  not  in  the  whale's  belly,  he  was  only  near 
by.  The  three  Hebrew  children  were  not  cast  ititj 
the  furnace  of  fire;  they  were  simply  cast  near  to 
the  furnace.  Daniel,  the  prophet,  was  not  cast  into 
the  den  of  lions;  he  was  cast  near  to  it.  Then  if, 
this  manner  of  construing  words  be  true,  the  wicked 
will  not  be  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire;  neither  will  the 
righteous  be  able  to  enter  in  through  the  gates  into 
the  Holy  City. 

The  truth  of  immersion  does  not  depend  upon  a 
play  at  words.  When  we  read  that  John  baptized 
the  people  in  the  river  of  Jordan,  we  take  the  words 
at  what  they  mean.  We  look  at  the  word  bap'izo 
and  its  meaning,  and  conclude  that  John  immersed 
those  whom  he  baptized.  How  much  longer  will  it 
take  to  immerse  than  to  sprinkle  under  the  same 
conditions?  Did  John  baptize  any  but  th, 
brought  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance?  War- 
not,  then,  a  personal  matter  with  each  one? 
We  come  to  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  and  th 
states,  "As  many  as  gladly  received  his  Word  were 
baptized."  Here  is  the  same  Greek  for 
hence  there  was  water  enough  and  time  enough. 
With  the  number  of  administrators  present,— the 
twelve  Apostles  and  the  seventy  disciples,— it  could 
have  been  performed  within  the  space  of  two  or 
three  hours.  There  being  the  "  upper  pool,"  the 
"lower  pool,"  the  "pool  of  Bethesda "  and  the 
"  pool  of  Siloam,"  with  other  reservoirs,  Jerusalem 
was  abundantly  supplied  with  water  for  bathing  and 
immersion.  If  it  were  stated,  as  the  Greek  word 
baptizo  gives  it,  that  Paul  "  arose  and  was  im- 
mersed;" that  the  jailer  "  was  immersed,  he  and  all 
his  straightway  "  would  there  be  any  room  to  doubt 
that  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  water  for  the  pur- 
pose? This  unwarranted  twisting  of  words  from 
their  proper  meaning  leads  to  endless  perplexities. 
It  is  an  easy  matter  to  follow  Paul  and  Silas  at 
Philippi  in  the  prison,  then  into  the  inner  prison, 
(Acts  16:24)  next  out  (v.  30),  then  in  the  jailer's 
house  (v.  32),  next  the  jailer  took  them  where  he 
was  baptized  (v.  33),  then  into  the  jailer's  house  again 
(v.  34),  and  finally,  as  the  magistrates  brought  them 
onto)  the  prison  next  morning  (v.  39),  they  must 
have  gone  back  into  the  prison  during  the  night. 
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/ :  body  is  washed  in  water.  A  fe^  J  of  water 
in  the  face,  or  a  little  stream  of  water  upon  the 
head,  does  not,  in  any  sense,  wash  the  body.  How 
much  of  the  person  constitutes  the  body?  How 
much  of  the  body  is  baptized,  if  sprinkling  be  the 
mode?  How  much  of  the  body,  then,  remains  un- 
baptized?  If  the  body  is  washed  with  water  in  bap- 
tism, the  element  must  come  in  contact  with  every 
part  of  the  person.  It  takes  all  to  constitute  the 
body.  So  it  is  in  a  burial.  The  entire  person  mus 
be  covered  in  a  burial.  .  . 

But  the  New  Testament  does  not  speak  of  spri»«- 
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ling.  Does  it  speak  of  sprinkling  the  body?  It 
speaks  of  "  having  our  hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil 
conscience."  This  is  the  work  of  God  upon  the 
heart.  It  is  the  application  of  the  blood  of  Christ, 
"  which  cleanseth  from  all  sim."  This  is  the  sprink- 
ling prefigured  in  the  Old  Testament  in  its  rites  and 
prophecies,  and  now  fully  realized  in  the  Gospel  in 
the  pardon  of  sin.  This  gives  virtue  and  force  to 
the  external  rite  without  which  baptism  would  be 
without  meaning  and  without  efficacy. 

The  following  testimony  is  from  lexicographers, 
the  church  fathers,  and  reformers: 

Professor  Stewart : — "  What  are  the  classical  mean- 
ings of  bapto  and  baptizo?  Both  these  words  mean 
to  dip,  to  immerse,  to  plunge  into  anything  liquid. 
All  lexicographers  and  critics  of  any  note  are 
agreed  in  this." 

Wilson: — "  All  lexicographers  translate  baptizo  by 
the  word  immerse,  dip,  or  plunge,  not  one  by  sprinkle, 
ax  pour." 

Parkhurst: — Baptiso.  "To  immerse  in  or  wash 
with  water." 

Robinson: — "  To  immerse,  to  sink." 

Bretschneider: — "  Properly  often  to  dip." 

Greenfield: — "To  immerse,  immerge,  submerge, 
sink." 

Pason: — "To  dip,  to  immerse,  to  dye,  because  it 
is  done  by  immersing." 

Donegan: — "  To  immerse  repeatedly  into  a  liquid, 
to  submerge,  to  sink." 

Stokins: — "  To  dip,  to  immerse  in  water." 

Martin  Luther: — "  Baptism  is  a  Greek  word,  and 

John  Calvin: — "  The  word  baptize  signifies  to  im- 
merse, and  it  is  certain  that  immersion  was  the 
practice  of  the  ancient  church." 

Venema: — "  The  word  baptizein,  to  baptize,  is  no- 
where used  in  the  Scriptures  for  sprinkling." 

Chrysostom:— "Christ  delivered  to  his  disciples 
on-  baptism  in  three  immersions  of  the  body,  when 
he  said  to  them,  '  Go  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the. name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
land  of  the  Holy  Ghost.'  "  (A.  D.  398). 
,.  Tertullian:— "The  last  command  of  Christ  was 
that  they  should  immerse  into  the  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Spirit.  •  Not  into  one,  because  we  are  dipped 
not  once,  but  thrice."     (A.  D.  160-220). 

Dr.  George  Campbell:—"  The  word  baptizein  both 
in  the  sacred  authors  and  classical  signifies  to  dip, 
to  plunge,  to  immerse,  and  was  thus  rendered  by 
Tertullian,  the  oldest  of  the  Latin  fathers— it  is 
never  in  any  case  sacred  or  classical,  employed  in 
the  sense  of  rain  or  sprinkle." 

Professor  Stuart: — "The  original  entymologicai 
root  of  baptizo,  bapto,  and  also  of  the  nouns  and  ad- 
jectives kindred  with  them,  appears  plainly  to  be 
the  Greek  monosyllable  bap.  The  leading  anc 
original  meaning  of  it  seems  to  have  been  dipping, 
immersing,  plunging,  soaking,  drenching  in  some 
liquid;  and,  as  closely  associated  with  this,  the  ide; 
of  dyeing,  or  coloring,  since  this  was  done  by  dip 
P:ng." 

Theophylact  gives  the  views  of  the  old  Greek  in- 
terpreters: "  For  one  immersion  (bapiisma)  is 
spoken  of,  as  also  one  faith,  because  of  the  doctrine 
respecting  the  initiation,  being  one  in  all  the 
church,  which  has  been  taught  to  immerse  (baptiz- 
ein) with  invocation  of  the  Trinity,  and  to  symbo- 
lize the  Lord's  death  and  resurrection  by  the  three- 
fold sinking  down  (natadusei)  and  coming  up 
(anadusei)."  D.  H. 

LITTLE  TH1NQS. 


Things  little  or  large,  small  or  great,  are  fairly 
well  understood  in  their  relations  to  the  matters 
that  surround  them  in  the  physical  world,  but  ac 
curately  speaking  there  is  nothing  little  in  th 
world  of  morals.  True,  we  regard  an  action  as  of 
no  importance  if  it  affects  no  visible  interest,  but 
'he  moral  merit  or  demerit  of  it  is  not  in  any  sense 
measured  by  the  immediate  result.  To  make  this 
clear  let  us  take  the  settlement  of  a  debt  of  a  1 
Pie  of  hundred  dollars  in  which  there  is  a  shortage 


of  a  cent.  This  is  not  considered  and  would  not 
likely  be  referred  to  by  either  party  if  at  once  dis- 
covered. The  man  to  whom  it  is  paid  puts  the 
money  in  a  drawer,  and  presently  a  child  who  has 
witnessed  the  payment  sneaks  in  and  steals  a  cent 
out  of  the  total  amount.  The  condition  immediate- 
ly becomes  one  of  the  greatest  gravity,  though  it  is 
only  a  cent,  as  it  is  the  start  of  a  possible  life  of 
crime.  The  value  is  the  same,  the  loss  nothing, 
but  he  is  a  dull  person  who  is  not  shocked  at  the 
act  that  calls  for  the  most  earnest  efforts  at  cor- 
rection. 

It  is  exactly  the  same  in   the  world   of  morals. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  white  lie,  no  such  thing 
as  a  sinless  theft,  and  no  such  thing  as  a  sinning  with- 
out sin.     It  sounds  pretty  hard  to  say  that  the  man 
ho  walks  through  an  orchard  where  there  are  ap- 
ples rotting  on  the  ground  and  who  picks  one  up  and 
ats  it  is  a  thief  as  well  as  the  man  who  breaks  into 
safe  and  takes  ten  thousand  dollars,  yet  the  real 
difference  is  only  one  of  degree  and   not  of  kind. 
>  frequency  or  established  custom  in  the  premis- 
alters  the  conditions.     One  might  as  well  try  to 
justify  a  little  swearing  or  lying  because  it  is  com- 
mon in  the  neighborhood.     Some  one  asks  if  I  real- 
ly believe  that  a  person  should  be  as  strict  in  his 
life  as  this  seems  to  indicate.     To  this  I  reply  that 
the  mightiest  movements  that  the  world  has  ever 
known  were  at  one  time  but  a  thought  in  the  mind 
of  one  man,  that  no  drunkard  ever  existed  who  did 
not  take  his  first  drink,  that  none  jump  into  a  life  of 
crime,  that  all  wrong  doing  is  preceded  by  an  ap- 
proach, and  that  at  the  forks  of  the  road   it  is  not 
safe  to  take  a  single  step  in  the  wrong  direction. 

Circumstances  may  and  do  alter  cases  in  the  ma- 
terial world,  but  they  never  do  in  the  world  of  mor- 
als. Right  is  right  and  no  change  of  situation  ever 
makes  it  wrong,  neither  does  a  change  of  environ- 
ment convert  a  wrong  into  a  right.  I  f  you  think  so, 
quote  a  hypothetical  case  where  the  end  really  jus- 
tifies a  bad  means. 
Lewisburgh,  Pa. 


THE  BEST  (jUEST. 


Among  all  the  spiritual  guests  that  cross  our 
threshold,  Jesus  is  not  only  incomparably  the  best 
by  the  excellence  of  his  divinity,  but  also  the  most 
intimate  by  the  presence  of  the  same  divinity.  If 
any  one  receive  him  into  his  soul,  Jesus  comes  to 
have  a  place  of  his  own  that  has  no  parallel  in  life, 
and  which  has  no  proof  save  in  experience.  While 
the  public  come  and  go  throughout  the  house  in 
the  busy  daytime,  this  guest  keeps  his  room,  but 
in  the  quiet  hours  he  sits  with  us.  We  make  him 
the  confidant  of  our  secrets,  but  in  the  end  he  tells 
us  things  about  ourselves  we  have  not  known. 
We  turn  to  him  for  help,  but  we  find  that  he  has 
promised  what  we  are  about  to  ask.  We  declare  a 
good  intention,  only  to  remember  that  it  was  his 
suggestion.  His  presence  is  an  irresistible  condem- 
nation of  wrong-doing,  a  perpetual  inspiration  of 
well-doing. 


»THE  t SUNDAY  *  SCHOOL^ 


LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 


Absalom's  Rebellion.— 2  Sam.  15:  1-12. 


(Le 


1  Jor  Aug.  2j,  . 


The  story  of  Absalom  is  a  sad  one,  and,  as  we 
think  of  it,  we  could  wish  that  the  Bible  had  none 
such  to  tell.  Yet  they  come  down  to  us  in  history 
as  lessons  of  warnings  and  instruction.  They  show 
us  that  the  sowings  will  produce  their  legitimate 
harvests.  Though  David  was  a  good  man  in  many 
respects,  yet  he  did  some  bad  sowing,  and  the 
fruits  of  it  he  was  made  to  reap  in  the  lives  of  his 
children.  A  sad  harvest  it  was!  First,  Amnon 
turned  out  badly,  and  then  followed  the  crooked- 
ness of  Absalom.  Truly,  in  this  case,  the  sins  of 
the  father  visited  the  children,  and  of  all  the  visit- 
ings  that  come  to  parents,  these  are  the  saddest. 
It  is  a  perpetuation  of  the  thing  we  hate,  and  a 
continual  bringing  before  us  our  past  follies. 


There  is  nothing  that  brings  more  real  satisfac- 
tion to  the  parents'  heart  than  appreciative  and 
loving  children.  "A  wise  son  makcth  glad  the 
heart  of  the  father,  but  a  foolish  son  is  as  canker  to 
his  bones."  Absalom  was  a  beautiful  boy,  and  the 
father  had  set  his  heart  upon  him  as  one  that 
should  bring  peace,  comfort  and  honor  to  him  in 
his  old  days.  But,  early  in  life,  there  were  seen  in 
him  unfortunate  developments  and  dangerous  tend- 
encies, as  his  early  history  plainly  shows. 

As  we  study  such  lives,  the  thought  comes  to  us, 
Why  should  such  things  be?  He  was  the  son  of  a 
king  and  had  at  his  command  all  he  could  wish, 
that  would,  in  any  way,  add  to  his  happiness.  Yet, 
in  the  midst  of  all  these  advantages,  he  was  dissat- 
isfied and  chafing  for  more  liberty, — more  power. 
Finally,  the  spirit  of  rebellion  took  hold  upon  him, 
and,  by  scheming,  he  commenced  working  out  his 
purposes. 

It  is  an  interesting  story  for  study,— to  look  at 
the  combinations  and  watch  the  growth.  Here  we 
have  the  rebellion  of  a  son  growing  at  the  very 
door  and  in  the  house  of  the  father.  We  see  the 
growth  of  rebellion  in  the  heart  is  a  quiet  but  per- 
sistent one.  Step  by  step  his  plan  seemed  to  be 
maturing,  and  with  this  growth  the  desire  became 
stronger  and  stronger. 

"Oh,  that  I  were  made  judge  in  the  land!"  His 
first  desire,  probably,  was  that  he  might  gain  the 
friendship  of  his  father's  people.  This  he  did  by 
standing  at  the  gate  and  meeting  the  people  with 
friendly  salutations.  In  this  he  succeeded  so  well 
that  his  desires  enlarged  to  that  of  the  judgeship, 
and  he  succeeded  in  stealing  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple. He  envied  his  father's  position  and  aspired  to 
the  throne.  This  meant  rebellion,  and  for  it  prep- 
arations were  now  being  made.  In  his  estimation 
the  auspicious  moment  had  come,  and  with  a  high 
hand  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  usurp  his  father's 
throne. 

But  how  deceptive  are  the  allurements  of  sin! 
As  the  Sodomic  apple,  they  burst  in  the  grasping. 
Rebellion  is  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft.  The  Lord 
hates  it,  and  his  face  is  turned  against  those  who 
indulge  in  it.  So  it  was  with  Absalom,  and  so  it  is 
and  will  be  with  all  those  who  rise  up  in  rebellion 
against  the  right.  Absalom  was  not  the  last  and 
only  son  who  was  lured  away  from  the  path  of 
peace  and  success  by  this  most  grievous  spirit,  and 
there  is  no  lesson  that  we  can  learn  with  greater 
profit  than  this  one, — to  curb  and  fight  this  most 
insidious  foe  in  its  incipient  stages.  It  must  be 
conquered  or  it  will  conquer  us.  And  in  all  ages 
its  victims  have  been  legion.  There  are  rebellions 
against  kings  of  nations,  against  government  in 
cities  and  towns,  in  homes,  and  against  parents. 
The  same  spirit  has  made  serious  inroads  in  the 
church  and  against  her  government.  The  begin- 
ning of  it  all  is  sin;  the  end,  loss  and  death.  Don't 
be  mistaken;  though  the  beginnings  may  seem  to 
be  different,  the  endings  will  be  the  same.  Sin  has 
only  one  end,— death.  And  if  we  would  avoid  the 
end  we  must  watch  the  beginning. 

Sin  has  always  been  a  most  subtile  foe.  It  does 
not  always  come  in  the  ugliness  of  the  serpent,  but 
as  an  angel  of  light  in  garments  of  white,— in  most 
pleasing  forms  and  insidious  ways.  Like  the  spi- 
der's web,  its  meshes  are  felt  rather  than  seen,  and 
then  only  when  too  late  to  extricate  from  the  bind- 
ing power. 

Did  you  ever  watch  the  unwary  fly  entangled  in 
the  spider's  web?  The  more  it  struggles  the  tight- 
er are  drawn  the  cords,  until,  at  last,  the  legs  and 
wings  are  so  firmly  bound  that  it  cannot,  by  the 
greatest  effort,  make  a  single  move.  Then  the 
spider  comes  forth  from  its  hiding-place,  gives  the 
fatal  sting  and  robs  it  of  its  life-blood.  So  Absa- 
lom was  caught,  and  so  he  died.  If  we  will  avoid 
the  same  sad  fate,  we  must  run  clear  of  the  webs 
and  entanglements  of  sin,  crush  out  the  spirit  of 
rebellion  and  walk  in  the  light  of  truth.  This  is 
the  safe  way  and  the  end  of  it  is  peace  and  life.  It 
is  in  this  way  that  the  Lord  says:  "  My  presence 
shall  go  with  thee  and  thou  shalt  have  rest." 
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As  I  sit  here  writing,  little  Alma,  one  of  our 
Sunday  school  children  is  sitting  near  by,  singing, 
"  Scatter  Sunshine."  She  is  only  one  of  a  number 
of  poor  children  who  were  made  happy  recently 
by  the  clothing  sent  for  the  Lord's  work  here. 
To  our  dear  sisters  who  have  been  so  kind  and 
thoughtful  we  extend  our  warmest  thanks.  Re- 
ceiving help  in  any  way  gives  us  courage  to  work, 
for  we  look  for  results,  not  only  here  in  the  city, 
but  all  over  our  Brotherhood.  God  wants  many 
sisters  everywhere  "whose  hearts  are  stirred  up." 

This  was  Children's  Day  in  our  Sunday  school, 
and  we  had  a  good  time.  Some  of  our  boys  and 
girls  gave  recitations  and  we  heard  many  good 
things  about  David's  kindness.  One  little  girl 
spoke  these  words,  "David  was  so  anxious  to  do 
what  God  would  have  him  do  that  he  looked  for 
ways  and  opportunities  where  he  might  help  some 
one  or  show  some  kindness." 

One  brother  showed  us  on  the  map  how  Saul 
pursued  David  and  tried  to  take  his  life.  I  be- 
lieve it  did  David  good  to  be  persecuted.  We 
have  so  many  good  words  in  the  Psalms  he  spoke 
while  in  trouble  and  after  God  delivered  him. 
The  psalms  12,  34,  52,  54,  56,  57,  59,  142,  tell  us 
how  David  felt  while  in  exile,  or  driven  from 
home.  Reading  these  will  help  us  enjoy  the  Sun- 
day school  lessons  about  David.  Probably,  if  we 
were  persecuted  more,  we  could  write  and  say  bet- 
ter things  too. 

-  Last  Sunday  we  visited  the  County  hospital, 
f  where  we  found  an  Armenian  sick  in  bed  from 
wounds  received  by  the  Turks.  He  has  been  in 
this  country  only  a  few  months.  He  showed  us 
where  bullets  were  shot  through  him  and  the 
knife  was  thrust  into  him,  all  because  he  was 
among  those  who  were  trying  to  be  Christians. 
Even  his  wife  and  two  children  were  killed.  He 
was  left  wounded,  lying  for  hours  among  the 
dead.  As  he  told  us  the  sad  story  he  drew  up 
the  bed  cover  and  wiped  the  tears  from  his  eyes. 
He  seemed  so  anxious  to  tell  us  all  about  his  sor- 
row, but  speaking  English  is  hard  for  him.  What 
he  knew  when  he  came  to  this  country  he  learned 
from  the  consul  who  gave  him  money  to  come  to 
this  country.  We  handed  him  a  Scripture  text 
card.  This  he  kissed  and  then  touched  his  fore- 
head with  it.  He  could  better  look  his  thanks 
than  express  them.  We  want  him  to  come  to 
church  when  he  leaves  the  hospital.  "God  be  mer- 
ciful unto  us  and  bless  us;  and  cause  his  face  to 
shine  upon  us;  Selah."  "That  thy  way  may  be 
known  upon  the  earth,  thy  saving  health  among  all 
bationi," 


Just  one  week  ago  Saturday  morning,  in  re- 
sponse to  our  door-bell,  we  found  two  little  girls, 
with  a  basket  in  hand.  One  of  them  looked  up, 
saying,  "Dim  me  sumthi'n."  We  asked  them  a 
few  questions;  then  went  with  them  at  once  to 
their  home,  which  is  less  than  a  block  from  us. 
Here  we  found  poverty  and  want.  The  father 
was  out  looking  for  work;  the  mother  nursing  a 
sick  baby,  and  four  other  children  were  hungry 
and  barely  clothed.  We  clothed  the"  children,  and 
that  same  afternoon  four  more  little  ones  were 
present  at  our  children's  meeting.  Yesterday,  Sun- 
day morning,  we  learned  that  the  baby  died.  We 
went  to  see  them  as  soon  as  we  could.  The  moth- 
er had  everything  fairly  clean.  The  floors  were 
scrubbed,  the  children  washed  and  dressed  clean, 
and  the  little  corpse  clean  and  neatly  dressed  ready 
for  burial.  But  how  sad  it  was  to  see  that  they  had 
not  a  dollar  for  their  immediate  needs!  Only  by 
the  charity  of  neighbors  and  the  city  can  they 
lay  away  their  little  one.  The  father  is  a  carpen- 
ter, seems  industrious,  but  speaks  of  hard  times 
and  no  work.  Ah,  the  wretchedness  of  the  poor! 
Go  to  visit  them  in  their  homes  where  starvation 
and  want  stares  them  in  the  face,  and  you  will 
more  fully  appreciate  your  blessings  and  be  willing 
to  make  a  sacrifice.  "Blessed  be  the  Lord  who 
daily  loadeth  us  with  benefits," 
660  South  Ashland  Ave. 


"THE  MAN  ON  THE  SHELF." 

BY    A.    M.    T.    MILLER. 

I  will  give  you  an  incident  that  happened  once 
upon  a  time  when  a  Sunday  school  missionary  was 
looking  up  a  new  place  to  start  a  Sunday  school. 

It  happened  that  at  the  first  place  he  stopped,  the 
people  professed  to  be  Christians.  The  missionary 
talked  to  them  about  starting  a  Sunday  school  but 
they  said,  "  No  use  to  try,  we  are  the  only  Chris- 
tians around  here.  Nobody  would  come  if  we  were 
to  try." 

The  missionary  tried  to  get  them  to  help  him, 
but  it  was  no  use.  They  declared  it  would  be  use- 
less to  try  among  such  ungodly  neighbors  as  they 
had.  They  declared  that  the  people  around  there 
were  too  mean  to  go  to  Sunday  school. 

The  missionary  said,  "  Well  there  is  a  boy  coming 
up  the  road.     Who  is  he? " 

"That  is  Jim  Shepperd.  He  is  an  awful  bad 
boy." 

"  Good  day,"  says  the  missionary  and  leaves. 

Driving  down  the  road  he  meets  the  boy.  As 
they  meet,  the  missionary  says,  "  Hello,  Jim,"  and 
commences  talking  in  a  familiar  way  about  having 
a  Sunday  school,  which  seemed  to  be  a  new  thing 
for  Jim.  Upon  inquiry  who  might  be  got  to  go 
around  and  tell  the  people  that  there  would  be  Sun- 
day school  at  the  schoolhouse  next  Sunday,  Jim  did 
not  know  whom  they  could  get. 

After  some  hesitancy  Jim  looks  up  at  the  mis- 
sionary and  says,  "  How  would  I  do  to  go  around 
and  tell  the  people?  " 

"  Well,  Jim  I  just  believe  you  would  be  the  best 
fellow  we  could  get,  as  you  know  everybody." 

You  never  saw  a  better  pleased  boy.  He  felt  that 
he  was  going  to  help  start  a  Sunday  school.  With 
a  cordial  "  Good  day,  Jim,"  they  part  to  meet  next 
Sunday  at  the  schoolhouse,  both,  no  doubt,  anx- 
iously awaiting  the  result. 

Sunday  morning  came  with  the  missionary  on 
time.  The  schoolhouse  is  packed  full  and  some 
are  standing  outside,  looking  in  at  the  windows.  A 
hasty  look  around  proves  to  the  missionary  that 
the  Christian  family  is  not  there.  There  is  no  one 
to  sing  or  pray  or  teach  but  the  missionary,  so  he 
has  only  one  class  that  day. 

The  people  all  wanted  Sunday  school  if  they 
could  get  some  one  to  come  and  open  with  prayer, 
and  teach  the  school,  but  all  said,  "We  do  not  have 
any  Christians  around  here.  Unless  you  (the  mis- 
sionary) will  come  we  do  not  see  how  we  can  have  a 
Sunday  school." 


aw*y,  to  take 


Finally  one  man  says,  "  About  seven  miles  fr 
here  is  a  Christian  man.  Maybe  we  could  get  v.- 
to  come."  So  another  appointment  was  made  f 
next  Sunday,  and  the  missionary  went  to  see  if  h 
could  not  get  the  man,  seve: 
the  Sunday  school. 

The  Christian  man,  when  asked  about  it,  said,  "i 
am  lying  on  the  shelf.— not  doing  any  Christian 
work,  and  if  I  can  be  made  useful,  all  right." 

Well,  he  made  a  useful  Sunday  school  man  and 
Jim  made  a  useful  Sunday  school  boy.  The  way 
Jim  worked  it  to  get  the  people  out  was  somewhat 
amusing.  A  lady  said  that  he  rode  up  to  every 
house  and  called  the  people  out.  He  would  say 
"  You  want  to  be  sure  to  come  down  to  our  school- 
house  next  Sunday.  A  man, — the  funniest  fellow 
you  ever  saw,  and  who  talked  to  me  as  if  he  always 
knew  me,— is  going  to  have  a  Sunday  school  and  he 
wants  everybody  to  come.  Now  be  sure  and  come 
and  get  acquainted  and  see  what  a  Sunday  school 
is  like." 


The  only  Christian  in  the  neighborhood'  was  not 
known  by  those  who  went  to  Sunday  school. 

The  missionary  being  familiar  with  Jim  made  him 
useful. 

The  man  seven  miles  away,  lying  on  the  shelf, 
not  doing  anything,  was  brought  into  Christian 
work  and  became  an  active,  influential  man. 

I  wonder  if  we  have  not  a  good  many  brethren 
and  sisters  that  are  lying  on  the  shelf,  that  would 
be  useful  if  they  had  some  one  to  get  them  started 
in  Sunday  school  or  some  other  kind  of  Christian 
work. 

Yes,  my  young  friend,  you  will  do;  we  need  hun- 
dreds of  boys  and  girls  with  Jim's  spirit, 

Pickrell,  Nebr. 


PROCRASTINATION  THE  THIEF  OF  TIME. 


'  LULA  HAKSm;  \K(,KK 


Why,  as  a  race  of  people,  do  we  practice  pro- 
crastination so  extensively?  It  is  astonishing  fo 
think  of  the  foothold  it  has  in  our  homes  and 
churches.  To  put  off  from  day  to  day  what  we 
might  do  at  the  present  time  is  a  habit  to  be  de- 
plored. It  is  the  cause  of  more  heartaches  and 
bitter  regrets  than  we  thoughtlessly  imagine. 

Did  you  ever  pause  to  think  of  the  things  you 
might  and  should  have  done,  that  were  put  off  by 
some  trivial  excuse  of  yours?  If  your  record  is 
stainless,  strive  to  keep  it  so,  but  if  procrastina- 
tion has  been  your  companion,  part  company  with 
him  at  once, — the  sooner  the  better. 

Don't  put  off  until  to-morrow  what  you  can  do 
to-day.  To-morrow  never  comes,  and  you  run  a 
risk  of  never  performing  your  duty.  No  matter 
how  little  may  be  the  task,  it  has  its  mission  in 
life  and  must  not  be  defrauded  of  its  birthright. 
If  only  a  smile,  warm  from  a  heart  overflowing  with 
love,  send  it  on  its  mission  now!  Now  is  the  time 
to  work. ,  Then  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  re- 
peat the  melancholy,  but  alas,  too  true  words  of 
the  poet,  "  It  might  have  been." 

Is  there  a  poor,  neglected  neighbor  whom  >'ou 
could  cheer  by  a  few  moments  of  pleasant,  cheerful 
converse?  Have  you  been  thinking  you  would 
call  some  evening  and  try  to  comfort  them  a  little' 
Well,  that  "some  evening"  may  never  come  to 
either  you  or  them.  Go  now!  You  will  feel  bet- 
ter, they  will  feel  blessed  to  know  that  some  one 
has  regard  enough  for  them  to  encourage  them  on 
life's  road.  It  is  but  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves 
and  others,  that  we  cultivate  promptness  and  dis- 
patch. All  of  us  like  to  see  a  person  who  dis- 
charges his  duty  promptly  and  as  it  comes  to  him. 
not  postponing  this  and  that  for  a  more  conven- 
ient season.  If  we  like  to  see  it  in  others,  let  >>s 
cultivate  it  in  ourselves!  Every  one  of  us  wu 
feel  better  for  it  and  all  things  will  be  in  neatness 
and  order.  "Dost  thou  love  life?  Then  do  not 
squander  time,  for  that  is  the  stuff  life  is  made  of. 

Ladoga,  Ind, 
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KEEP  IN  TUNE. 


There  is  a  harmony  thai  runs 

Through  all  God's  works  of  love, 
It  rises  through  the  hum  of  earth 

To  join  the  choirs  above; 
And  if  your  heart  desires  a  part, 

Morning  and  eve  and  noon, 
In  the  wide  chorus  sing  your  best, 

And  always  keep  in  tune. 
The  voices  close  beside  your  ear 

May  grate  discordantly, 
And  sometimes  all  the  world  around 

Seems  to  be  out  of  key. 
But  hold  the  note  you  know  is  true, 

Sing  clear  and  sweet  and  soon- 
Others  will  join  the  melody 

Because  you  keep  in  tune. 

— Priscilla  Leonard,  in  the  Churchman. 


expect  to  get  up  soon 
the  city   toilers   and   s 


Just  lock  hands  with 
3W  your  courage  will 
loom  up!  The  church  has  been  a  long  time  build- 
ing up  to  what  it  is.  Was  it  not  a  grand  thing 
that  the  Brethren  kept  at  it  and  did  not  give  up? 
Who  wants  to  now?  "  Not  I;  no,  not  I."  Well,  we 
have  had  some  dark,  stormy  days,  but  we  are 
looking  with  the  eye  of  faith  beyond  the  dark, 
rolling  tide.  Over  there  are  the  ransomed  of  God 
"who  came  up  through  great  tribulation."  Who 
are  these,  you  ask?  These  are  those  who  were 
to  the  church  then,  what  we  can  be  to  our  city 
and  foreign  missions  now.  They  did  not  see  re- 
sults, always,  of  hard-fought  battles,  but  will  come 
bringing  their  sheaves  with  them.  Blessed  are 
the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord,"  etc. 

Let   us   manfully   start   the   work,   that   our  off- 
spring may  carry  it  to  completion!     Let 
till  Jesus  comes! 

Hutchinson,  Kans. 


work 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETING. 


BY  J.  P.  HARSHBARGER. 


Bro.  P.  R. -Keltner's  article  on  "  City  Missions" 
(Messenger  No.  30,  July  25),  is  worthy  of  more 
than  just  a  passing  notice.  It  will  be  well  for 
each  person,  to  thoroughly  study  the  article,  espe- 
cially from  a  Bible  standpoint.  I  am  especially 
impressed  with  it  because  it  advocates  the  divine 
method,  practiced  in  the  early  church,  of  making 
cities  the  center  of  activity.  The  first  outpour- 
ing of  the  Holy  Spirit  took  place  in  a  great  city, 
■  :  as  well,  as  the  first  church  organization.  The  first 
*reat  awakening  of  sinners  was  inaugurated  at 
rusalem.     \ 

ICities,  as  a  controlling  influence  are  of  vast 
importance.  This  is  too  little  realized  by  our 
Fraternity.  Only  venture  into  city  work  and 
you  will  meet  brethren  and  sisters,  yes,  fathers 
and  mothers,  to  say  nothing  about  our  children, 
lost  to  the  church.  Our  cities  are  centers  of 
crime, — crime  in  the  palace,  crime  in  the  halls, 
crime  in  the  streets,  crime  stamped  in  all  its  hei- 
nousness  on  the  advertisements,  placed  by  the 
sidewalk,  bent  on  catching  the  eye  of  that  inno- 
cent boy,  ensnaring  and  enrapturing  the  innocent, 
leaving  its  impress  on  the  minds  and  characters 
of  the  unprotected.  We  need  strong  fortifications, 
walls  of  protection.  We  need  brethren  and  sis- 
ters strong  in  the  faith,  schooled  against  the  wiles 
of  the  devil.  Oh  how  little  our  people  are  as  yet 
prepared  for  this  one  important  work! 

Our  members  and  their  children  need  a  church 
home.  Yes,  it  is  true;  but,  says  one,  "I  believe  I 
could  live  a  life-time  in  town  and  not  forget,  grow 
cold  or  leave  the  old  church."  Try  that  first. 
Why  are  there  so  many  cold  ones  so  near  the  old 
church,  where  they  can  meet  the  brethren  and 
sisters,  and  gather  for  worship,  almost  every  Lord's 
Day. 

Bro.  Keltner  stated  that  if  we  had  gone  into 
this  work  when  other  denominations  did,  what  a 
multitude  of  the  redeemed  might  have  been  wait- 
ing now  the  glorious  resurrection  morn!  Where  are 
they,  who  are  they,  and  to  whose  account  will  all 
this  be  placed?  We  need  not  expect  to  redeem  this 
time,  etc.,  without  paying  for  it.  No,  it  will  cost 
us  more  now,  but  we  believe  the  church  will  yet 
be  willing  to  redeem,  as  far  as  possible,  the  time 
lost. 

Will  it  go  slow?  Yes,  it  will.  No  use  to  get  ex- 
cited. It  is  a  long  pull,  a  hard  pull,  and  will  re- 
quire courage  on  the  part  of  those  doing  the  hand- 
to-hand  engagement.  Yes,  some  will  say,  "  Why, 
we  have  been  supporting  that  mission  one  or  two 
years,  and  see  no  fruits  yet."  Yes,  but  some  of 
you  have  been  toiling  away  on  those  farms  for  the 
last  ten  years  and  are  still  sticking  to  it  yet,     You 


Here  we  are  in  our  week-night  service.  The 
meeting  is  open  for  remarks;  but  let  us  have  no 
great  speeches.  There  is  nothing  that  takes  the 
life  out  of  a  prayer  meeting  sooner  than  rhetoric. 
I  would  as  soon  have  a  meeting  buried  in  dry 
dust  as  to  have  it  smothered  in  flowers.  The  best 
speech  I  ever  knew  a  man  to  make  in  a  prayer 
meeting  was  by  a  young  convert  who  got  up,  said 
nothing  and  broke  down  crying.  We  all  cried 
with  him.  Rhetorical  prayer  meeting  talkers  are 
apt  to  be  cold  and  cheerless.  Icebergs  are  brilliant 
to  look  at  three  miles  off,  but  ships  steer  clear  of 
them;  and  these  men  that  float  down  cold,  hard 
and  brilliant,  are  dangerous. 

Is  there  any  man  here  with  a  trouble?  Let  him 
talk  it  right  out.  Trouble  handed  around  is  like 
delicate  glassware  which,  passing  through  a  good 
many  hands,  drops  and  breaks  all  to  pieces,  and 
there  is  nothing  much  left  of  it.     If  you  belong  to 


process.  We  must  all  creep  before  we  walk."  It 
is  a  happy  cross  to  carry.  One-half  of  the  peo- 
ple who  talk  in  prayer  meetings  go  home  dis- 
couraged, half  sick,  and  cross  about  the  remarks 
they  have  made.  They  feel  disgusted.  Seek  them 
out,  and  tell  them  they  did  first-rate  (that  is,  if 
you  can  do  so  without  lying).  The  genuine 
Christian  man  never  does  half  so  poorly  as  he 
thinks  he  does. 

The  reporters  do  not  get  the  best  speeches. 
When  a  man,  warm  with  religious  hope,  gets  up 
to  encourage  others,  though  it  be  in  broken  sen- 
tences, and  with  a  phraseology  that  no  gramma- 
rian would  attempt  to  parse,  the  speech  is  tele- 
graphed to  heaven  before  the  man  is  done,  and 
published  before  the  throne,  and  not  only  the 
group  in  the  prayer  meeting,  but  a  million  glori- 
fied spirits  attend  and  approve.  If  we  get  to 
heaven  we  will  not  be  stopped  at  the  gate  to  see  if 
we  can  parse,  or  whether  we  know  the  difference 
between  the  perfect  and  the  pluperfect. 

Before  your  prayer  meeting  closes  let  us  hear 
from  the  unsaved, 
present  who  know 
five  minutes  put  yoi 
between  the  house 
and  the  grass  has 
tween  these  Christi 


Christ 
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the 


hundred 
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you  ought  to  be  obliged  to  carry  only  a  six  hun- 
dreth  part  of  any  one  trouble.  Every  Christian, 
coming  near  you,  ought  to  subtract  his  part  of 
the  annoyance. 

Have  you  a  joy?  Out  with  it!  Set  your  candle 
up  on  the  mantelpiece.  When  in  boyhood,  in 
the  country,  I  went  to  prayer  meeting,  we  went 
across  the  cornfield  in  groups,  and  father  would 
take  a  lantern  and  go  ahead,  and  we  would  all 
follow  in  the  light  of  that  one  lantern,  not 
stumbling  or  losing  our  way.  Let  your  light  so 
shine  before  men!  Don't  sit  during  prayer  meet- 
ing with  your  head  down  in  your  hands  as  though 
you  had  been  asleep  two  weeks.  The  homeliest 
part  of  you  is  the  top  of  your  head.  Let  your  face 
shine. 

It  is  astonishing  how  dull  religious  audiences  do 
look!  In  lecturing  halls  you  see  people  with  eyes 
wide  open,  nudging  each  other  and  nodding  to 
the  sentiments  offered.  In  prayer  meetings  the 
same  people  look  dull.  They  cultivate  the  dull 
look.  They  have  an  idea  that  to  be  devotional 
ust  look  sleepy.  A  brother  gets  up  to 
d  a  father  in  Israel  puts  his  head  down  on 
a  cane,  and  a  mother  in  Israel  her  head  on  the 
back  of  the  seat  in  front  of  her,  and  another  looks 
up  to  the  ceiling  and  seems  to  be  counting  the 
cracks  in  it.  Now  when  a  man  is  trying  to  talk, 
look  at  him,  There  is  inspiration  in  the  hu- 
man eye.  Many  a  time  I  have,  through  pressure 
of  other  work,  gone  into  the  pulpit  with  little  to 
say,  but  in  the  upturned  faces  of  the  people  I 
have  seen  twenty  sermons,  and  the  only  bother 
was  to  know  which  I  should  preach.  The  venera- 
ble Dr.  Tyng  said,  after  preaching  an  eloquent 
sermon:  "It  takes  no  brains  to  preach  to  such  an 
audience  as  that!  The  very  look  of  it  is  an  in- 
spiration, and  you  cannot  help  but  talk!  " 

The  reason  there  are  so  few  good  talkers  in 
prayer  meeting  is  because  there  are  so  few  good 
listeners.  When  a  brother  gets  up  and  makes  a 
slip  of  the  tongue  don't  snicker,  or,  what  is  worse, 
look  mortified.  Let  your  countenance  say,  "Try 
that   again!     We  have  all  been  through  the  same 
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they  could  in 
ase  in  his  hands.  The  path 
d  the  country-well  is  worn, 
chance  to  grow  there.  Re- 
hearts  and  the  well  of  sal- 
vation the  path  is  deeply  worn. 

Let  us  all  be  honest  in  our  prayer-meeting  du- 
ties! Sometimes  the  most  inconsistent  Christians 
make  the  most  shining  talks  at  class-meetings. 
One  of  the  worst  liars  I  ever  knew  was  always 
talking  in  prayer  meetings  about  the  imperfec- 
of  Christians.  If  your  experience  is  at  a  dis- 
count don't  pass  it  off  as  above  par,  or  try  to  make 
us  believe  that  a  chromo  is  an  oil  painting. 

I  think  the  keeping  of  diaries  sometimes  gets 
people  into  the  habit  of  religious  inaccuracy.  No 
man  likes  to  put  down  in  his  diary  just  what 
he  feels.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Payson  and  Bax- 
ter sometimes  committed  sins  that  could  not  very 
well  be  put  into  blank  verse.  If  we  keep  a  diary 
of  experiences  we  ought  to  put  down  things  just 
as  they  are.  I  tried  that  once,  but  soon  tore  up 
the  book  for  fear  somebody  would  get  hold  of  it 
and  read  it. 

God  help  us  all  to  be  honest  and  faithful  in  this 
night's  work!  Let  us  gather  our  chairs  close  up 
around  the  fire!  Put  more  sticks  on  the  blaze. 
Let  us  have  a  good  hearty  talk  about  the  things 
that  most  concern  us.  Soon  our  company  will 
break  up,  and  our  place  will  be  vacant,  and  our 
last  chance  for  helping  each  other  will  be  gone 
forever.  But  God  grant  that  the  fire  may  still 
burn  on  the  altar,  and  our  children  pile  on  the"  fag- 
ots, till  all  the  world  shall  come  and  sit  in  the 
warm  shining!- 


LABOR'S  WORST  ENEMY. 

The  drink  bill  for  the  United  States  amounts  to 
between  fifteen  and  twenty  dollars  a  year  for  each 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  country.  I  drink 
nothing  intoxicating,  so  some  one  else  gets  my 
share.  It  amounts  to  about  Sioo  a  year  for  each 
family  of  six  persons.  Women  and  children  and 
old  people  drink  little,  and  hence  this  vast  amount 
is  consumed  mainly  by  laboring  mm,  who  thus 
waste  their  wages,  while  they  unfit  themselves  to 
earn  more.  Then,  being  unable  to  pay  for  both 
beer  and  bread,  they  strike  for  higher  wages,  get 
beaten  in  the  struggle,  and  bring  sorrow  and  suffer- 
ing and  shame  upon  their  families.  Here  is  the 
great  drain  upon  labor.  As  Geo.  F.  Parsons  wrote 
in  the  Atlantic: 

"While  labor  is  throwing  away  such  an  enor- 
mous sum  annually,  with  what  show  of  consistency 
can  it  lament  its  condition?  One  year's  remission 
of  that  destructive  self-indulgence  would  solve 
every  labor  problem  extant.  At  present,  the 
working  man  can  hardly  make  both  ends  meet;  is 
it  not  because  he  insists  on  creating  capitalists  out 
of  the  saloon-keepers?  The  saloon  is  the  most 
hideous  abuse  of  the  day,  but  where  would  it  be 
if  the  working-men  withdrew  their  support  from  it?" 
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'    The  people  of  the  United  States  pay  an  average 
of  fifteen  dollars  a  year  for  drinks,  while  the  mem- 
bers of  the  church  pay  forty  cents  pe 
missions.     The  contrast  is  amazing. 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  August  15,  1896. 


Bro.  D  L.  Miller  commences  a  series  of 
ings  in  the  Astoria  (111.)  church  this  week. 


"  A  Voice  from  the  Far  West,"  in  this  issue  de- 
serves a  careful  reading.  The  communication  is 
long,  but  it  will  prove  a  great  encouragement  to  is- 
olated members. 

Bro.  Samuel  Weimer,  of  Round  Mountain,  Ark., 
writes  us  of  unprecedented  hot  weather  in  that 
part  of  the  South,  saying  that  the  mercury  in  places 
went  as  high  as  1 10. 


Some  of  the  Mennonites  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Ohio  are  arranging  to  locate  a  colony  of  their  peo- 
ple in  Southern  Alabama.  A  committee  has  visit- 
ed that  part  of  the  South  and  speaks  very  highly  of 
the  country. 

Bro.  C.  G.  Winey,  of  East  Salem,  Pa.,  writes  us 
that  he  knows  of  a  German  Bible  363  years  old, 
that  may  be  purchased,  and  would  prove  a  rare 
relic.  Any  one  writing  him  will  receive  necessary 
information  concerning  the  book. 


Bro.  J.  D.  Trostle,  of  Kansas,  and  his  brother, 
Levi  .Trostte,  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  recently 
traveled  five  hundred  miles  by  private  conveyance, 
looking  up  the  scattered  members  in  Oklahoma 
Territory,  and  preaching  at  a  number  of  points. 
Their  work  seems  to  have  been  much  appreciated. 

Bro.  G.  J.  Fercken,  our  missionary  in  Smyrna, 
is  now  studying  the  Turkish  language,  though  he 
already  speaks  the  Greek,  Arabic,  French  and 
English.  He  thinks  he  can  master  the  language 
in  a  short  time,  and  it  will  prove  very  helpful  to 
him  in  his  work.  He  writes  very  encouragingly  of 
his  work  in  Smyrna. 


The  method  employed  by  the  members  in  Phil- 
adelphia, to  render  their  prayer  meeting  interest- 
ing and  instructive,  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
Sec  what  Bro.  George  L.  McDonough  has  to  say 
on  page  525,  of  the  meeting  he  attended.  This 
method  would  probably  put  an  end  to  long 
speeches,  and  prompt  each  one  to  give  the  subject 
in  hand  at  least  some  attention. 


Sister  Mary  B.  Stitely,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  says: 
"  I  see  in  a  late  issue  of  your  paper  an  account 
of  the  baptism  of  one  who  had  been  brought  to 
the  Truth  by  reading  the  Messenger.  I  will  now 
enclose  one  dollar  for  that  purpose.  It  may  have 
the  same  influence  in  bringing  some  other  person 
to  the  light."  This  is  the  right  way  to  do.  Send 
the  paper  to  those  who  have  not  yet  accepted  the 
whole  Truth,  and  it  may  lead  them  to  accept  the 
Gospel  as  Jesus  intended  it  should  be  accepted. 


Bro.  J.  G.   Roy 
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and  wife  are  spending  a  few 
among  the  churches  in    Southern    Indiana. 

er  to  find  a  cool   place  this  exceedingly  hot 

:r  he  thinks  of  exploring  the  Wyandot 
before   his   return.     We   requested   him    to 

tr  readers  what  may  be  seen  in  one  of  the 

1  chambers  of  the  earth. 


We  are  requested  to  say  that  the  Brethren  at 
Carrington,  N.  Dak.,  will  dedicate  their  new  church 
at  that  place  Sept.  6,  and  that  the  meeting  will 
be  attended  by  a  number  of  Biethren  from  several 
States.  The  rates  for  this  trip,  we  learn,  will  be 
very  low,  and  those  desiring  to  attend  can  asce 
tain  full  particulars  by  inquiring  of  their  nearest 
station  agents,  and  also  by  referring  to  the  advi 
tisemtn  s  on  the  last  page  of  this  issue. 


The  little  church  at  Moscow,  Idaho,  is  again 
without  a  preacher.  Bro.  J.  N.  Gwinn,  their  faithful 
minister,  has  moved  to  Oregon.  But  the  church 
has  resolved  to  keep  up  her  Sunday  school  and 
prayer  meetings.  So  long  as  these  are  conducted 
wisely  and  earnestly  the  cause  will  live  and  even 
prosper  at  Moscow.  We  trust  that  ere  long  the 
church  will  again  be  blessed  with  a  faithful  and 
efficient  minister  capable  of  looking  after  the  Mas- 


'  Some  one  at  Donnelsville,  Ohio,  writes  for  our 
prices  on  a  number  of  books,  but  fails  to  give  his 
name.  If  the  people,  approached  by  sharpers 
traveling  over  the  country,  were  as  neglectful 
about  signing  their  names  to  mysterious  documents 
as  some  of  our  patrons  are  about  signing  their 
names  to  letters  sent  to  this  office,  there  would 
be  precious  little  swindling  going  on.  ,  It  is  all 
right  to  withhold  your  signatures  from  papers 
presented  by  sharpers,  but  when  writing  us  please 
do  not  be  unmindful  of  this  important  duty. 


From  the  American  we  learn  that  a  number  of 
our  Brethren  recently  visited  Lake  Charles,  La., 
among  them  Isaac  Frantz,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio; 
I.  Bennett  Trout,  Lanark.  111.;  George  W.  Cripe, 
Cerro  Gordo,  111.;  J.  W.  Metzger,  Cerro  Gordo,  111.; 
Thomas  Keiser,  Roanoke,  111,  They  speak  very 
highly  of  their  short  stay  in  that  part  of  the  South, 
and  especially  of  the  pleasant  weather  even  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  It  is  reported  that  a  num- 
ber of  members  are  likely  to  locate  at  Lake 
Charles.  A  large  lot  on  which  to  erect  a  house  of 
worship  will  be  donated. 


Bro.  David  B.  Hostetter,  of  Letterkenny,  Pa., 
speaks  very  highly  of  Cheyenne,  Wy.  While  in 
Colorado  he  made  several  trips  to  that  city,  and 
is  free  to  say  that  he  thinks  it  the  most  healthy 
place  in  the  world.  He  urges  that  our  people 
open  up  a  mission  in  Cheyenne,  for  among  the 
people  the  unadulterated  Gospel,  well  proclaimed, 
would  be  accepted.  He  also  puts  in  a  plea  in  be- 
half of  the  Poudre  Valley  church,  Colo.,  where  there 
are  a  few  earnest  members  but  no  minister.  Pos- 
sibly this  item  may  meet  the  eye  of  those  inter- 
ested in  the  localities  named  and  good  results  will 
follow. 

IN  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS. 

In  company  with  brethren  L.  W.  Teeter  and  John 
Zuck  we  spent  the  first  week  of  August  in  South- 
ern Illinois.  Our  first  labors  were  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Blue  Ridge  congregation,  whose  prin- 
cipal house  of  worship  is  in  the  town  of  Mansfield, 
where  a  number  of  members  now  reside,  including 
elders  John  Barnhart  and-  Menno  Stouffer,  the 
former  being  the  elder  in  charge.  Saturday,  Aug. 
1,  was  spent  with  the  church  in  council.  We  also 
attended  three  preaching  services  and  the  Sunday 
school  exercises.  Our  sojourn  here  was  pleasant 
and  we  left  the  members  seemingly  in  a  cheerful 
and  hopeful  condition. 


The  following  Tuesday  was  spent  in  council  with 
the  Pleasant  Hill  church,  Macoupin  County.  xnj 
is  among  the  strongest  and  best  equipped  congre- 
gations in  Southern  Illinois,  and  we  learn  that  the 
church  is  enjoying  a  reasonable  degree  of  prosper- 
ity. We  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  them  in 
two  of  their  preaching  services. 

Aside  from  the  labors  that  committees  are  called 
upon  to  perform,  there  is  always  a  certain  amount 
of  pleasure  in  meeting  with  those  of  like  faith 
and  enjoying  their  Christian  hospitality.  This 
part  of  our  visit,  considering  the  very  warm  weath- 
er, was  very  enjoyable,  and  we  much  regretted 
that  we  could  not  remain  longer  and  attend  more 
of  their  preaching  services.  We  are  hoping  for  a 
time  when  we  can  visit  many  of  the  churches  in 
Southern  Illinois.  It  was  in  these  parts  of  the 
State  that  we  spent  the  early  years  of  our  life, 
and  it  affords  us  the  greatest  of  pleasure  to  now 
and  then  travel  over  the  country,  every  part  of 
which  is  more  or  less  familiar  to  us.  j.  h.  m. 
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"  DEPTHS  AND  HEIGHTS."— THE  NATIVE   HIMALAYAN  — 
THE  BHOOTEAS.— BUDDHIST  PRAYER   WHEELS. 

But  there  are  not  only  heights  upon  heights  to 
be  viewed  at  Darjeeling.  There  are  depths  below 
depths  as  well.  Here  one  gets  a  new  and  deeper 
meaning  of  Paul's  words,  "depth  and  height,"  as 
he  looks  down  and  down  to  the  bed  of  the  Ranjit 
river,  rushing  downward  to  the  sea  more  than  six 
thousand  feet  below.  Then,  from  this  lowest  point 
of  vision,  the  eyes  are  raised  along  the  side  of  the 
forest-clad  hills,  upward  to  precipice  and  peak, 
up  to  the  realm  of  everlasting  ice  and  snow,  and 
still  up  higher  and  higher  to  the  tops  of  the  . 
azure-kissed  peaks  soaring  in  the  sky.  It  is  said 
that  from  the  lowest  point  which  the  eye  can 
reach  in  the  Valley  of  the  Ranjit  to  the  top  of  the 
highest  peak  visible,  the  vertical  height  is  at  least 
five  miles,  and  that  such  thickness  of  the  earth's 
crust  can  be  seen  nowhere  else  on  the  globe. 

From  one  point  of  view  we  looked  down,  sev- 
eral thousand  feet,  upon  what  seemed  to  us  a 
great  valley  covered  with  snow.  But  we  soon 
found  that  what  had  the  appearance  of  snow  was 
a  great  mass  of  white  clouds,  upon  which  the  sun 
poured  his  rich,  white  light  and  transformed  the 
whole  upper  surface  of  the  cloud  into  a  seeming 
lake  of  molten  silver.  Then  we  knew  more  fully 
than  we  had  ever  known  before  that  every  cloud 
has  a  silver  lining.  Below  the  mist  was  the  vil- 
lage, and  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  was  only  visi- 
ble the  darkness  and  blackness  of  the  storm  cloud; 
but  we  knew  that  above  it  and  upon  it  the  sun  did 
shine. 

Then  came  the  thought  that  over  the  horizon  of  all 
our  lives  come  the  storm  clouds,  We  were  not  cre- 
ated to  dwell  on  mountain  peaks,  but  in  the  valleys 
under  the  clouds,  where  human  help  and  human 
sympathy  must  be  given  and  received.  The  notion 
that  we  can  live  above  the  sorrows  and  the  sym- 
pathies, and  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  life  is  a 
mistaken  one.  The  Christian  religion  teaches  us 
to  meet,  with  humble  boldness,  the  trials  of  life, 
and  promises  to  give  us  grace  to  bear  and  over- 
come them  all.  The  words,  "  My  grace  is  sufficient 
for  thee,"  were  not  spoken  for  dwellers  above  the 
clouds,  but  for  those  who  come  in  contact  with 
the  "  thorn  in  the  flesh."  The  idea  of  a  spiritual 
elevation  that  brings  spiritual  seclusion  is  contrary 
to  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament. 

At  Darjeeling  we  come  in  contact  with  a  new 
race  of  people,  radically  different  from  the  gentle 
natives  of  the  plains  below.  They  are  small  in 
stature  but  strong  and  powerfully  built.  They  are 
inured  to  hardships  and  have  wonderful  powers  of 
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terity, would  be  a  formidable  antagonist.  But 
they  are  a  peaceable,  quiet,  contented  people, 
having  few  wants  and  knowing  but  little  of  the 
outside  world.  They  live  on  rice,  speak  the  Thibe- 
tan dialect  and  are  followers  of  the  Buddhist  re- 
ligion. 

Here,  too,  we  met,  in  large  numbers,  a  race  of 
people  known  as  the  Bhooteas.  They  are  "  tall 
and  robust,  sturdy,  flat-faced  people,  weather- 
beaten,  with  broad  mouths  and  flat  noses;  their 
complexion  is  whitish  yellow,  but  incrusted  with 
dirt  and  tar  smoke.  They  seldom  wash.  They 
are  dressed  in  loose  blankets,  girt  about  the  waist 
with  a  leathern  belt,  in  which  they  place  their 
brass  pipes,  their  long  knives,  tinder  box,  tobacco 
pouch,  and  tweezers,  with  which  they  pluck  away 
all  traces  of  the  beard.  They  wear  stout,  woven 
boots,— boot  and  stocking  all  in  one.  The  women 
have  their  faces  tarred  and  their  hair  plaited  in 
two  long  tails,  the  neck  loaded  with  a  string  of 
amber  and  corals,  and  large,  heavy  ear-rings  drag- 
ging down  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  They  are  almost 
continuously  engaged  in  spinning. 

The  Bhooteas  are  worshipers  of  a  corrupt  form 
of     Buddhism.      They     use    curiously-constructed 
wheels,  known  as  prayer  wheels,  in  their  worship. 
They   also   hang  pieces  of  cloth,  with  prayers  in- 
scribed on  them,  on  long  poles  stuck  in  the  ground, 
^fc  When   they   cross   the    mountains    they    tie    their 
j^prayer-rags   on   the   bushes   and   scatter   grains  of 
.rice  on  the  hillsides  to  keep  away  the  evil  spirits. 
I     It  seems  strange,  indeed,  to  meet  a  people  who 
'oelieve  in  making  use  of  machinery  in  their  wor- 
ship.    But  strange  as   it  may  seem  the  Buddhists 
of   Darjeeling   and  the   country   farther  north  use 
many  kinds  of  wheels  or  cylinders  in  their  devo- 
tions.   One  may  see  machines  of  various  kinds  and 
shapes  in  almost  constant  use  among  these  people. 
There   are   the  hand-wheels    which   the  worshiper 
twirls  around  with  his  fingers  as  he  walks  through 
the    streets,   the   larger  house   and   temple-wheels 
propelled  by  the  wind,   and  the  still  larger  water- 
wheels,  the   motive  power  being  supplied   by  the 
running  stream  of  water. 

According  to  Pool  the  use  of  these  wheels  can 
be  traced  back  for  at  least  a  thousand,  four  hun- 
dred years.  They  are  believed  to  have  originated 
from  the  notion  that  it  is  an  act  of  merit  and  a 
cure  for  sin  to  be  forever  reading  or  reciting  por- 
tions of  the  writings  of  Buddha.  But  as  many  of 
the  poorer  classes  were  unable  to  read,  it  came 
to  be  considered  as  sufficient  for  devotional  pur- 
poses to  turn  over  the  rolled  manuscript  containing 
the  precious  sayings.  This  was  found  to  save  so 
much  time  and  trouble,  that  the  people  at  once 
took  to  rolling  instead  of  reading  the  writings  of 
'heir  leader.  In  time  this  method  became  tire- 
°me  and  the  prayer-wheel,  as  now  used,  was  the 
result. 

"A  hand  prayer-wheel  is  a  little,  round  box 
°f  cylinder  of  either  brass,  copper  or  -silver,  about 
three  inches  in  length  by  two  and  one-half  in  di- 
ameter. Ascriptions  of  praise  to  Buddha  are 
closely  written  on  strips  of  paper,  or  cloth,  and 
are  tightly  rolled  around  a  spindle  about  six 
"iches  long,  of  which  the  lower  half,  forming  the 
h«dle,  is  left  bare.  The  upper  half  of  the  spindle, 
"vered  with  the  written  prayers,  is  enclosed  in  a 
cylinder,  made  of  brass  and,  in  some  cases,  of  sil- 
ver-    From   the   middh 
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which,    when    the   wheel    is   twirled    around    on 
pivot,   gives    the    necessary   impetus    to    the    little 
machine,   which   revolves   with  but    the    slightest 
exertion  and  goes  on  grinding  out  any  given  num- 
ber of  prayers. 

The  form  of  prayer  most  commonly  used  is  the 
six-syllabled  charm,  containing  these  words,  Om 
Muni  Padmi  Hon.  Howard  gives  this  translation 
of  the  words,  "  Hail  to  him  of  the  lotus  and  jewel." 
Buddha  is  represented  as  being  seated  on  a  lotus 
blossom  with  a  jewel  in  his  forehead,  hence  the 
allusion  to  jewel  and  lotus  in  the  prayer.  Thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  times  are  these 
words  repeated  over  and  over  again  by  every 
Buddhist  worshiper,  thus  illustrating  the  truth  of 
the  words  of  the  Savior  when  he  referred  to  the 
vain  repetitions  of  the  heathen. 

We  saw  a  number  of  men  walking  about  the 
streets  twirling  their  little  wheels,  praying  after 
their  notion  of  praying  as  they  went  Some  of 
them  offered  their  wheels  for  sale,  and  no  relic 
hunter  leaves  Darjeeling  without  one  of  these 
curious  little  cylinders.  Some  of  the  worshipers 
are,  however,  averse  to  selling  them,  fearing  that 
the  purchaser  might  turn  them  the  wrong  way, 
which,  according  to  their  belief,  would  result  in 
great  evil  to  them. 

But  the  people  use  not  only  hand-wheels  in  their 
devotions;  they  harness  the  wind  and  the  water 
and  compel  these  elements  to  assist  them  in  re- 
peating their  prayers  in  honor  to  Buddha.  The 
wind-wheels  are  placed  on  horizontal  bars,  sup- 
ported by  upright  posts.  Each  wheel  has  two  fan- 
like projections,  and  revolves  rapidly  when  the 
wind  strikes  them.  They  are  placed  on  the  top 
of  a  hill  or  mountain  where  they  will  constantly 
catch  the  breeze.  The  water  cylinders  are  con- 
structed over  a  running  stream,  where  a  miniature 
wheel,  propelled  by  the  water,  keeps  the  praying 
machine  in  constant  motion  day  and  night,  grind- 
ing out  tens  of  thousands  of  prayers.  While  the 
wind  blows  and  the  water  flows,  the  Buddhist  be- 
lieves that  he  will  be  storing  up  unlimited  merit 
without  other  expense  or  trouble  than  is  necessary 
to  construct  and  keep  in  order  his  praying  ma- 
chines. 

Then,  too,  at  all  the  temples  are  cylinders,  as 
large  as  an  oil  barrel,  filled  with  prayers.  These 
are  so  arranged  that  by  pulling  on  a  rope  they 
are  set  in  rapid  motion.  Those  who  come  to 
worship  first  ring  a  bell  to  wake  their  god  from 
his  sleep,  and  then  take  a  pull  at  the  rope,  and 
go  away  satisfied  that  they  have  performed  their 
religious  duty.  There  are  also  prayer-flags  a  yard 
in  width  and  of  great  length.  These  are  attached 
to  high  poles  and  are  inscribed  with  prayers  and 
ascriptions  of  praise.  As  they  are  stirred  by  the 
mountain  breeze,  and  their  folds  arc  spread  out  on 
the  wings  of  the  wind,  the  worshiper  believes  that 
his  prayer  is  wafted  to  the  ears  of  his  god. 

One  can  have  no  other  feeling  but  sadness  in 
looking  upon  these  evidences  of  the  superstition  of 
the  people.  It  is  not  easy  to  believe  that  men 
and  women  can  be  duped  in  this  way.  But  igno- 
rance, superstition  and  idolatry  are  a  triplet  that 
walk  hand  in  hand.  Destroy  the  first  and  the 
second  and  third  go  down.  Replace  their  false 
religion  with  the  true  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
idols  and  prayer-machines  will  disappear  from 
among  them. 

We  wondered  if  all  the  machine  praying  is  con- 
fined to  the  Buddhists  of  the  Himalayas.  How 
about  the  form  of  words  that  some  Christians  fall 
into  the  habit  of  repeating  over  and  over  again, 
having  neither  purpose  nor  spirit.  Let  us  take 
heed  lest  the  words  of  our  mouths  fall  mechanically 
from  our  lips  and  make  our  prayers  like  unto 
those  of  the  Buddhist,  whose  prayer-wheels  are 
twirling  all  about  the  Himalayas  to-day,     B,  L,  H, 


WHAT  THEY  SHOULD  BE  AND  HOW  TO  MAKE  THEM 
SUCH. 

In  our  last  we  tried  to  show  what  are  some  of  the 
negative  elements  of  the  home,  or  what  a  home 
should  not  be.  In  this  paper,  our  purpose  is  to 
show  what  a  home  should  be,  and  the  thought  is, 
Where  shall  we  start?  To  make  a  good  home  re- 
quires good  material,  and  this  kind  of  stuff  is  not 
always  available.  But,  as  we  are  not  expected  to 
deal  in  impossibilities,  we  must  accept  that  which 
is  at  hand  and  fashion  it,  as  far  as  possible,  into 
our  idea  of  what  the  thing  should  be.  As  in  the 
other  case,  we  will  start  with  a  husband,  wife  and 
children,  and  the  building  up  must  begin  with  the 
parent.  These  can  be  what  any  man  and  woman 
can  be,— Christians,— and  the  more  of  this  the  bet- 
ter it  will  be  for  our  ideal  home. 

When  two  young  persons  unite  their  destinies  for 
life,  it  is  not  always  the  easy  thing  that  the  inex- 
perienced suppose  it  to  be,  to  live  for  each  other's 
good,  and  for  the  good  of  the  lives  that  may  be  en- 
trusted to  them.  Marriage  means  more  than  the 
matrimonial  pledge  made  at  the  altar.  It  is  the 
gradual  blending  of  two  lives  into  one,  and  this  re- 
quires times,  forbearance,  patience  and  Christian 
grace,  and  because  of  the  latter  we  affirm  that  no 
home  can  be  the  ideal  home  without  the  Christ-life 
being  in  the  heart. 

Some  have  an  idea  that  this  union  is  largely 
brought  about  before  the  marriage  ceremony  has 
been  performed.  This  may  be,  so  far  as  the  "  to 
be  alike  "  is  alike.  But  when  unlike  elements  pre- 
vail, there  can  be  no  complete  union  until  these  are 
known  and  illuminated.  And  the  unlikes  are  the 
elements  of  character  that  are  kept  in  the  back- 
ground until  the  process  of  the  real  union  begins. 
It  is  at  this  time  that  new  developments  are  made 
one  to  the  other,  and  here  is  the  test  period.  If 
both  lives  are  Christed  through  the  new  birth,  the 
unlikes  are  eliminated  through  the  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance and  the  intended  union  grows  into  a  real  one, 
and  the  "twain  become  one  flesh."  When  this 
takes  place,  we  have  a  good  foundation  on  which  to 
build  the  home.  From  such  union  are  born  chil- 
dren of  not  two  lives,  but  one,  and  in  the  develop- 
ment and  growth  of  this  life,  we  have  the  united 
forces  of  the  two  lives  through  whom  it  was 
brought  into  being. 

It  is  not  hard  to  see  how  such  a  child  or  such 
children  can  be  "  brought  up  "  in  the  Lord.  Is  it? 
And  as  we  look  at  the  opening  of  home  life  in  this 
light,  we  only  begin  to  see  how  hard  it  is  to  make 
an  ideal  home  under  other  conditions. 

Then,  let  this  be  the  starting  point.  And  don't 
be  discouraged,  if,  at  first,  you  don't  succeed,  be- 
cause all  these  things  are  brought  about  on  a  pure- 
ly psychological  basis  and  the  things  essential  to 
bring  them  about  "  must  needs  be."  It  is  the  "  try 
d  try  again,"  that  adds  force  to  force  until  the 
object  is  accomplished.  There  is  no  more  interest- 
g  experience  in  the  whole  realm  of  living,  than 
the  blending  of  two  lives  into  one,  and  then  perpet- 
uating this  blended  life  in  the  child-life  that  fol- 
lows. It  is  a  life  study  and  pays  well  to  give  a 
whole  life  to  it,  as  this  is  what  makes  Christ  homes, 
which  are  living  preachers  in  his  name. 

Having  thus  made  the  beginning  or  foundation, 
we  will  now  look  at  the  environment!  essential  to 
development  and  growth.  We  have  the  parents 
and  children,  and  must  add  to  these,  a  place  for 
them  to  stay  and  live.  They  must  have  a  house 
and  the  attendants.  This  house  may  be  in  the 
country,  village,  town  or  city,  but  wherever  it  be, 
great  care  should  be  taken  in  its  location  as  it  is 
not  expected  that  we  are  to  live  indoors.  Only 
part  of  our  time  is  spent  in  the  house  and  the  sa- 
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cred  precincts  of  home.  The  other  part  we  live  in 
the  surrounding  associations,  and  much  of  our 
home  life  success  necessarily  depends  on  these. 

Many  failures  have  grown  out  of  the  locating  of 
our  homes,  and  therefore  location  becomes  anoth- 
er v<-ry  important  consideration,  as  to  the  well- 
being  of  both  the  parents  and  children.  A  money 
consideration  a  one  is  wrong. — it  is  sinful, — and  yet 
how  many  have  done  this  to  their  own  loss  spiritu- 
ally and  the  children  as  well!  Our  heart  has  been 
made  to  bleed  in  looking  at  the  environments  of 
the  homes  of  our  people.  For  the  sole  purpose  of 
gain  they  have  left  Christian  communities  and  set- 
tled down  among  a  people  that  are  to  them  what 
the  Philistines  were  to  Israel— as  thorns  in  their 
sides.  Under  such  circumstances  it  requires  a  tre- 
mendous force  to  maintain  a  Christian  home,  and 
bring  up  a  family  in  the  Lord. 

In  looking  over  the  field  we  know  of  a  number 
who  have  most  signally  failed.  Parents  have 
raised  large  families  of  children,  and  not  ate  of 
them  in  the  church  of  their  choice.  Money  and 
means  gotten  in  this  way  is  like  that  in  the  robber's 
pocket.— it  burns.  To  do  this  is  robbing  God,  and 
no  blessing  can  follow.  Of  course  such  parents 
lament  and  mourn  over  the  condition  of  their  chil- 
dren, but  it  is  like  mourning  for  a  burnt  house,  it  is 
too  late.  It  was  the  result  of  placing  themselves 
and  their  home  in  the  midst  of  an  influence  strong- 
er than  their  own.  It  don't  take  a  wise  man  to  see 
the  results  that  will  follow.  They  are  just  as  appar- 
ent before  they  come  as  after  they  have  come,  if 
parents  would  only  look  and  consider.  The  trou- 
ble is  they  look  at  and  consider  the  wrong  thing. 
It  is  money,  rather  than  the  welfare  and  salvation 
of  their  children  that  they  have  been  looking  after. 
H.  B.  B 


~~ *•  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *~~ 

THE  MOTHER'S  DREAM. 

I'D  a  dream  to-night 
As  1  fell  asleep 
(Oh!  the  touching  sight 
Makes  me  still  to  weep) 
Of  my  little  lad, 
Gi.nc  to  leave  me  sad, 
Aye.  the  child  I  had, 
lint  was  not  to  keep. 


:by 


Children  fair 
Ka.h  111  lily-white. 
With  a  lamp  alight; 
Each  was  clear  to  sight, 
lint  they  did  not  speak. 
Then,  a  little  sad, 
Came  my  child  in  turn. 
Hut  the  lamp  he  had, 
Oh!  it  did  not  bum; 
He,  to  clear  my  doubt. 
Said,  halt  turned  about, 


•  Your 

Mothci 


sput 


PLAIN  DRESSING. 


BY  ALICE  S.  WALL1CK. 


Mothers  are  often  tempted  to  put  things,  that 
were  presents,  but  which  they  themselves  would 
not  wear,  upon  their  children  A  woman  offered 
to  give  me  a  gold  ring  for  my  little  boy,  not  yet  a 
year  old,  if  I  would  let  him  wear  it.  I  told  her  that 
1  could  not,  that  our  church  does  not  approve  of 
such  thing*.  I  might  have  said  that  the  Gospel 
does  not  approve  of  it.  A  woman  present,  said, 
"  Most  churches  do  not  approve,  but  people  wear 
wear  them  just  the  same."  I  told  her  if  we  would 
not  wear  a  ring  ourselves;  we  should  not  put  one  on 
our  child. 

If  parents  would  only  be  more  careful 'about 
what  they  put  upon  their  children,  Satan  would  not 


have  so  good  a  chance  to  do  his  vile  work  when  a 
child  is  old  enough  to  be  led  astray. 

Often  have  we  seen  babes  with  clothing,  such  as 
their  mothers  would  blush  to  be  seen  wearing. 
Which  is  the  greater  sin,  to  dress  fashionably  our- 
selves, or  to  lead  one  in  the  ways  of  fashion,  who 
's  innocent,  yes,  one  whom  our  Heavenly  Father 
has  entrusted  to  our  care?  O,  how  many  parents 
betray  their  trust! 

In  conversation  at  a  dinner,  the  noble  work  of 
brother  and  sister  Fisher,  of  Mexico,  Ind.,  was 
spoken  of.  What  a  grand  work  they  are  doing  for 
the  little  orphans,  and  with  what  plainness  they 
dress  the  children!  A  brother  present  said  he  al- 
ways liked  to  see  his  children  dressed  like  others. 
In  reply  I  said,  among  other  things,  that  I  could 
thank  my  parents  for  never  putting  a  hat  on  me. 
Many  of  us  can  thank  parents  for  starting  us  right, 
and  no  doubt  being  the  means  of  us  being  in  the 
church  to-day.  How  good  fathers  and  mothers 
must  feel  who  can  say  that  their  children  never  put 
anything  fashionable  on  until  they  were  old  enough 
to  do  it  themselves. 

Once  upon  a  time,  a  deacon  and  wife,  living  in  a 
small  congregation,  whose  members  were  much 
scattered,  tried  to  dress  their  children  plainly,  and 
succeeded  well  until  an  elder,  with  his  family, 
moved  in  and  settled  near  the  deacon's  home. 
They  had  growing  sons  and  daughters  who  dressed 
in  the  height  of  fashion.  The  two  families  of  chil- 
dren were  thrown  together  a  great  deal.  The  elder's 
children  dressing  fashionably,  of  course  cast  their 
influence  over  the  other  family,  but  not  for  good. 
Do  not  think  the  faithful  work  of  that  deacon  and 
wife  was  lost.  In  after-years  they  saw  they  had  ac- 
complished some  good  in  adhering  to  the  principle 
of  dressing  their  children  plainly,  and  will  surely 
receive  their  reward. 

Much  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the  church  de- 
pends upon  the  parents  of  to-day  in  the  training  of 
their  children  for  future  use  in  the  church.  Begin 
at  first  and  try  to  so  raise  a  child  that  it  will  not 
feel  at  home  anywhere,  but  in  the  one  church  that 
comes  nearer  living  up  to  the  Gospel  than  any  oth- 

Btoomingdalc ,  Mich. 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETING. 


BY   HOWARD  MIl.LEK 


Some  time  ago  there  was  published  a  call  for  ex- 
perience in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  in  regard  to  an- 
swers thereto.  The  object  was  set  forth  as  a  means 
of  calling  out  the  experience  ot  our  people  as  an 
encouragement  to  others,  and  a  strengthening  of 
the  faith  of  those  who  already  believed  through 
their  personal  experience. 

In  the  presentation  of  these  cases  the  story  is 
told  in  the  language  of  tbe  present  writer  and  not 
in  the  words  of  the  one  relating  it.  No  essential 
detail  is  omitted.  For  obvious  ressons  no  names 
are  mentioned,  and  as  it  may  happen  that  there  have 
been  instances  so  similar  in  experience  to  those  the 
reader  may  have  had  that  they  might  profitably  be 
brought  together,  if  such  will  write  me  enclosing  a 
stamp  I  will  forward  their  letter  to  the  appropriate 
number  and  the  matter  is  then  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  parties  most  in  interest. 

The  following  have  been  received  and  are  here 
presented. 

No.  I.— The  writer  when  a  lad  of  ten  years  of  age 
was  sent  to  his  grandmother's  on  a  horse.  Stop- 
ping to  open  a  farm  gate  the  horse  pulled  away 
from  the  boy  and  started  off  on  a  race  of  his  own. 
The  boy  followed  in  his  bare  feet  over  the  briers 
and  stones  and  was  unable  to  catch  him.  The 
writer  does  "  not  remember  a  time  when  he  did  not 
believe  in  prayer,"  and  he  knelt  down  and  prayed 
in  childish  form  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  catch 
the  horse,  and  while  on  his  knees  the  horse  came 
to  him  and  put  his  head  down  on  his  face,  and  forty 
years  after  the  boy,  now  grown  to  be  a  man  we  all 
know,  tells  the  story  as  he  experienced  it. 

No.  2.— In  1856  a  boy  was  sent  to  mill  with  a 
dollar  in  gold  to  pay  the  bill.     Stooping  to  rut    a 


switch  he  lost  the  money  and  did  not  discover  it 
until  he  had  gone  a  mile  further  on.  Then  he  re- 
traced his  steps  to  the  place  he  had  lost  it,  or 
where  he  thought  he  lost  it,  and  hunted  an  hour  for 
the  coin.  He  could  not  find  it,  and  then  he 
thought  of  prayer  and  he  knelt  down  on  the  spot 
and  prayed.  On  opening  his  eyes  there  was  the 
money  lying  before  him,  appaiently  overlooked  i„ 
the  search. 

No.  3.— In  1891  a  man  and  his  wife  were  in  Paris, 
The  intention  was  to  go  on  a  prolonged  tour  when 
the  lady's  health  gave  way.  The  question  of  a  re- 
turn to  the  United  States  was  submitted  to  the  Lord 
in  prayer  and  the  answer  was  to  so  return.  The 
husband  prayed  that  there  be  a  calm  voyage  or 
that  his  wife  be  given  strength  to  stand  the  strain 
of  any  storm  that  might  come.  It  was  the  stormi- 
est voyage  of  the  year,  but  there  was  no  fear  bn  the 
part  of  the  lady,  and  she  actually  slept  through 
most  of  it. 

No.  4. — A  sister  was  crossing  the  English  channel 
in  a  dark  and  stormy  night.  There  was  much  dan- 
ger, and  she  prayed  for  deliverance.  Her  assur- 
ance was  not  bettered  by  hearing  the  captain  order 
that  the  life-preservers  be  taken  down  in  case  that 
they  might  be  needed.  She  prayed  "as  she  never 
prayed  before,"  and  in  due  time  she  heard  the  sail- 
ors say  the  wharf  had  been  reached.  She  passed 
off  the  boat  in  the  midst  of  great  waves  that 
washed  the  deck  and  wet  the  passengers. 

No.  5.— This  sister  tells  that  she  was  taught  very 
early  in  life  by  her  mother  to  pray,  and  that  when 
she  was  a  little  girl  she  came  home  one  day  and 
found  her  mother  in  the  hands  of  death.  The 
child  went  off  into  a  corner  of  the  garden  and 
prayed  in  childish  form  that  her  mother  might 
be  spared.  On  her  return  to  the  house  she  found 
her  mother  better  and  there  was  a  speedy  recovery. 
The  child,  now  a  middle-aged  woman,  regards 
that  to  this  day  as  her  first  real,  definite  prayer, 
and  is  sure  that  it  was  answered  in  her  behllf. 
She  also  relates  other  instances  in  which  the 
troubles  that  beset  her  ware  all  cleared  away  by  the 
Lord  in  answer  to  her  prayers. 

No.  6. — A  little  boy  lay  dying  in  a  family  tJtu 
had  lost  its  only  other  child  but  a  short  time  bt 
fore.  The  father  was  in  the  field  working  whe 
his  mother  came  running  to  say  that  the  chit 
was  passing  away.  He  went  to  his  bedside,  am 
there  invoked  the  aid  of  God  that  the  child  might 
be  spared.  In  a  short  time  the  turn  of  the  dis- 
ease came,  and  recovery  followed.  The  fathei 
says,  "  It  would  be  impossible  to  convince  me  that 
God  did  not  answer  my  prayers." 

No.  7.— The  writer  knows  that  she  has  been  the 
recipient  of  answers  to  her  prayers  when  beset 
with  difficulties,  and  she  further  knows  that  the 
answer  had  come  at  the  moment.  No  specific 
case  is  stated,  and  she  is  sure  of  her  ground  as  far 
as  she  has  gone. 

No.  8.— The  writer  was  afflicted  with  heart  dis- 
ease and  was  given  up  by  the  doctor.  She  prayed 
that  God  would  heal  her,  fell  asleep,  and  woke 
on  the  way  to  recovery.  Again  when  sick  she 
promised  the  Lord  to  devote  one-tenth  of  her  in- 
come, if  he  wouid  allow  her  to  recover,  which  was 
all  done.     The  lady  is  eighty-one  years  old. 

No.  9  —This  writer  relates  a  number  of  experi- 
ences in  which  she  was  helped  by  prayer.  Spe- 
cifically she  relates  that  once  when  there  was  a 
poor  family  to  be  helped  she  did  not  have  the 
means  at  hand,  and  she  carried  the  matter  to  God 
in  prayer,  and  a  way  came  in  answer, 
she  was  sick  she  prayed  for  help  1 
She  does  not  regard  her  experienc 
a  direct  answer  to  her  prayers, 
continuously  kept  up  her  faith,  and  1 
received  help. 

No.  10.— A  youthful  telegraph  operator  on  duty 
at  a  way  station  receives  a  message  to  hold  a 
heavily-loaded  excursion  train  till  a  through  pas- 
senger train  passed.  The  boy  fell  asleep  and  let 
the  excursion  train  go  by.  The  calamity  was  al- 
most  certain,  and  remarkable  as  it  is,  it  is  said 
that  when  the  time  came  for  the  passenger  to  p"" 
out  not  a  wheel  would  turn.     The  excursion  train 


Again;  when 
ind  received  it. 
e  as  other  than 
and  she  has 
is  continuously 
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came  in  sight,  passed,  and  all  was  well.  Here  is 
the  remarkable  feature  about  it  all.  At  the  time 
all  this  was  going  on  the  operator's  mother  had  a 
presentiment  that  there  was  something  wrong  and 
was  on  her  knees  in  prayer  at  a  distance  (rom  the 
scene  of  operations,  and  is  sure  that  it  is  all  as 
ordered  by  God  in  answer  to  her  appeals  that  all 
would  be  well. 

The  above  are  not  told  in  the  earnest  language 
of  the  writers,  but  enough  is  given  to  show  the 
pages  of  unwritten  experience  that  God  has  made 
for  those  who  trust  him.  Is  this  all  that  the 
church  has  to  tell?  Are  there  no  others  to  bear 
witness  for  Him  who  has  helped  them?  Brethren 
and  sisters,  be  not  slow  or  ashamed  to  bear  testi- 
mony. Weak  and  doubtful  ones,  see  what  God 
hath  done  for  those  who  take  their  troubles  to  him. 
Let  me  hear  from  you. 

Lcwisburg,  Pa. 

YOUNO  MEMBERS  IN  THE  CHURCH. 

BY   I.    BENNETT  TROUT. 

Of  all  the  perplexing  problems  with  which  the 
church  has  to  deal,  not  one  is  of  more  vital  interest 
than  the  one  relating  to  the  young  members. 
Especially  is  this  true  in  towns  and  cities,  for  in 
these  places  Satan  has  every  conceivable  trap  and 
device  to  lead  the  young  to  ruin. 

Since  the  Sunday  school  and  series  of  meet- 
ings have  become  so  common  among  us,  the  per- 
centage of  youthful  converts  has  rapidly  increased, 
until,  in  many  places,  the  young  members  equal  or 
outnumber  the  older  ones.  We  feel  very  thankful 
to  God  for  calling  so  many  of  the  young  into  the 
church,  and  earnestly  pray  that  the  good  work  will 
continue.  As  with  parents  their  responsibilities 
and  cares  increase  as  more  children  come  into  the 
home,  so  it  is  in  the  church.  Her  care  is,  of  ne- 
cessity, greatly  increased  as  more  young  members 


1  the 


There  are  a  number  of  burning  questions  con- 
cerning the  cause  of  the  church  at  present,  but 
none  more  so  than  the  one,  How  shall  we  proceed 
to  nurture  and  develop  the  young  members?  We, 
as  a  people,  can  not  spend  too  much  time,  thought 
and  labor  on  this  problem.  It  is  remarkable  what 
workmen  may  be  developed  out  of  the  young,  if 
properly  cared  for,  e.  g.,  Daniel,  David,  Solomon, 
Samuel,  Ruth,  Esther,  little  Jewish  Maid,  Saul  of 
Tarsus,  Timothy,  etc. 

A  very  great  mistake  is  made  by  not  giving  the 
young  anything  to  do  until  the  older  ones  are  una- 
ble to  work  longer.  Then,  all  at  once,  the  whole 
responsibility  suddenly  falls  upon  inexperienced 
ones.  Suppose  the  father  would  not  teach  his  boys 
to  work  and  manage,  until  he  himself  were  too  old 
to  work  longer;  suppose  the  mother  would  do  all 
the  washing,  sweeping,  cooking,  etc.,  until  she,  too, 
were  too  old,  what  sort  of  boys  and  girls  would 
be  the  result!  But  no,  parents  enlist  their  children 
into  all  the  concerns  of  life,  in  order  to  develop 
them  and  make  them  strong  for  life's  conflicts. 
We  need  the  same  tactics  in  the  family  of  God. 
We  want  some  of  these  young  brethren  for  young 
ministers,  young  deacons,  young  Sunday  school 
superintendents,  etc.  We  want  some  of  these 
young  sisters  for  Sunday  school  teachers,  leaders  in 
prayer  meetings,  missionary  workers,  etc.  By 
working  with  the  older  and  more  experienced  mem- 
bers in  these  lines,  they  may  become  strong  in  their 
youthful  days. 

It  would  be  wise,  where  circumstances  will  per- 
mit, to  have  special  meetings  for  the  young.  Let 
everything  lawful  be  done  to  get  the  young  to 
work,  and  to  actually  feel  that  they  are  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  church,  and  to  realize  that  a  part  of 
the  work  of  the  church  is  resting  upon  thorn.  Noth- 
>ng  develops  the  young  more  rapidly  than  to 
Press  them  with  the  truth  that  there  is  a  work  for 
them,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  they  can  and  must  do 

1  sometimes  fear  that  we  spend  too  much  timf 
tr>''ng  to  keep  our  members,  especially  the  young, 
rom  places  of  worldly  amusements  and  forget  to 


put  them  to  work  in  the  church.  I  am  convinced 
that  if  we  keep  them  busy  in  the  church,  it  will 

quire  but  little  time  to  keep  them  out  of  these 
evils. 

It  will  greatly  help  in  this  work  of  developing 
the  young,  if  the  old  will  remember  that  they,  too, 
were  young  once.  Also,  if  the  young  can  be  gotten 
to  realize  that  they  will  be  old  soon,  and  cannot  af- 
ford to  spend  their  time  in  "youthful  lusts"  which 
Paul  told  Timothy  to  flee.     2  Tim.  2:  22. 

Then  the  chasm  between  old  and  young  members 
should  be  done  away  with,  so  that  there  would  be 
more  mingling  of  the  two  classes.  Every  good 
way  for  producing  and  promoting  a  mutual  love 
and  good  feeling  between  old  and  young,  should  be 
used.  In  the  home  the  baby  and  younger  children 
are  always  the  special  favorites  of  the  family,  and 
the  older  children  and  parents  lavish  their  love 
and  caresses  upon  them.  The  same  kind  re- 
gard for  the  young  in  the  family  of  God  is  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  its  success  and  happiness.  I  do  not 
mean  that  this  should  be  carried  to  the  extent  of  li- 
censing the  young  to  indulge  in  sin  and  go  on  with- 
out correction,  but  I  do  mean  that  the  mantle  of 
charity  should  always  be  more  used  for  the  young 
than  for  the  old. 

We  must  not  forget  the  vast  difference  between 
the  social  environments  of  the  young  and  the  old, 
and  act  accordingly  in  administering  discipline. 
The  old  have  long  since  found  their  associations  in 
the  church  and  among  the  members.  Their  minds 
are  engrossed  with  lite  and  its  cares  in  their  own 
families,  while  the  young  are  only  beginning  to 
form  associations  in  the  church,  and  often  at  the 
expense  of  breaking  off  sinful  associations.  There 
is  a  great  difference  between  the  relation  of  the  old 
to  society  and  that  of  the  young.  The  more  a  con- 
gregation appreciates  this  difference,  the  more 
wisely  will  it  act  toward  the  young.  It  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  every  congregation  to  have  sev- 
eral sermons  treating  on  the  relation  the  old  and 
young  sustain  to  each  other. 

Lanaik.  III. 

"THE  HYMNS  MY  MOTHER  SANCJ." 

The  gift  of  song  comes  from  celestial  realms. 
The  morning  stars  sang  together  at  creation's  dawn, 
and  the  herald  angels  sang  a  Savior's  birth.  The 
triumphs  of  redemption  will  be  celebrated  by  uni- 
versal song:  and  even  now  the  "new  song"  pro- 
claims the  joy  of  the  soul  redeemed  from  the  horri- 
ble and  the  miry  clay.  And  there  are  few  more  ef- 
ectual  ways  of  declaring  the  knowledge  and  mercy 
of  the  Lord,  than  by  speaking  of  them  in  psalms 
and  hymns  and  spiritual  songs. 

A  few  years  since,  at  one  of  the  informal  morn- 
ing meetings,  at  a  large  religious  convention,  all 
those  present  who  had  been  converted  at  a  revival 
were  asked  to  testify  to  that  effect,  and  I  noticed 
while  many  were  telling  in  a  few  words  how  they 
were  first  led  to  Christ,  that  one  of  the  prominent 
workers  remained  sitting  with  a  far-away  look  in 
his  eyes.  Later  in  the  day,  as  we  were  resting  un- 
der the  shade  of  a  wide-spreading  oak  tree,  this 
gentleman  strolled  across  the  lawn  and  joined  us. 

"  I  am  glad  you  came  over,"  I  said,  "  I  noticed 
you  at  the  meeting  this  morning,  and  I  should  like 
to  know  what  first  led  you  to  think  of  spiritual 
things." 

"The  hymns  my  mother  sang,"  replied  the  man 
tenderly.  "  It  is  quite  an  experience.  I  do  not 
mind  telling  it  here  to  you.  I  could  not  give  it  in 
detail  at  a  meeting.     Do  you  care  to  hear  it  ?  " 

"  Oh,  certainly,  I  am  all  interest." 

"Well,  do  you  see  away  across  the  valley  on  the 
further  mountain-side  that  green  glen  outlined  by 
the  dark,  evergreen  trees?  " 

"Yes." 

"  Well,  among  hard,  rugged  hills,  on  a  farm  seem- 
ingly as  isolated  as  is  that  one,  I  was  born  and  my 
childhood  was  passed.  My  people  were  poor,  sim- 
ply for  the  reason  that  my  father,  who  was  a  bright 
man  and  a  good  man  at  heart,  was  a  slave  to  drink 
and  almost  always  under  its  influence. 

"Thefgreat  attraction  of  that  farm  for  my  father 
was  that  the.hiHsides  were  covered   with   apple  or- 


chards, and  on  one  of  the  rippling  brooks  was  a 
cider  mill.  Then,  too,  my  father  had  a  rude  still  of 
his  own  contriving,  where  he  made  a  cider-brandy 
for  himself  and  his  companions. 

"  When  under  the  influence  of  liquor  he  was  cross 
and  surly,  and  very  profane;  but  mother  bore  ev- 
erything in  silence  until  he  was  out  of  the  house, 
and  then  she  would  sing  hymns;  the  sweet,  clear 
treble  carrying  our  thoughts,  away  from  earth,  and 
all  its  troubles,  to  heaven  and  to  the  Savior  who 
loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us. 

"' How  do  you  know  so  many  hymns?'  I  asked"^ 
her  one  day;  and  she  replied; 'When  I  was  young 
and  lived  at  home,  I  went  to  singing-schools  and  I 
sang  in  the  church  choir.  When  I  first  learned  the 
hymns  I  sang  them  thoughtlessly  or  for  a  love  of 
the  music,  but  the  beauty  and  holiness  of  the 
words  grew  upon  me,  and  no  one  can  ever  know 
the  comfort  I  have  found  in  them.' 

"  I  can  understand  now  that  they  were  a  comfort 
indeed.  We  had  no  church  privileges,  very  few 
books,  no  newspapers  and  few  visitors.  Mother 
worked  from  early  morning  until  night,  and  often 
very  tar  into  the  night,  and  almost  always  she  was 
singing  hymns,  verse  after  verse,  giving  the  lullest 
and  truest  expression  to  the  words,  until  our  plain, 
everyday  life  was  idolized  into  a  sojourn  here  be- 
low, where  we  were  to  do  the  duty  lying  nearest 
where  it  had  pleased  God  to  place  us. 

"  One  day  a  brother  of  my  mother's  came  and 
tried  to  persuade  her  to  leave  my  father,  and,  with 
us  children,  go  back  to  her  own  family,  but  she 
said: 

"'  No,  I  took  him  for  better  or  worse.  I  may  yet 
win  him  to  the  right.' 

"  '  You  are  nurturing  a  false  hope.  Your  preach- 
ing will  never  reach  his  heart.' 

'"But,  John,  I  do  not  preach;  he  would  not  en- 
dure it.     I  only  sing,  and  he  likes  my  voice.' 

"  '  But  he  never  thinks  of  what  you  are  singing.' 

"'  I  cannot  tell;  I  sow  the  seed  of  good  thoughts. 
God  can  make  them  strike  root.' 

"So  my  uncle  went  his  way,  and  my  mother  sang 
on. 

"  In  those  days,  whenever  my  father  left  the  farm 
to  go  to  the  nearest  large  town,  he  always  re-, 
mained  away  until  late  at  night,  and  when  he  came 
it  was  in  such  a  state  of  intoxication  that,  summer 
or  winter,  whatever  the  state  of  the  weather,  my 
mother  would  be  obliged  to  put  up  the  team,  and 
get  him  into  the  bouse  and  to  bed.  He  was  alway:, 
cross  at  these  times,  and  she  was  often  in  fear  of 
her  life;  but  she  would  get  us  children  to  bed  early, 
and  then,  as  she  sat  up  and  waited,  she  would  sew, 
or  knit,  or  pare  apples  to  dry,  or  shell  beans,  keep- 
ing up  heart  and  staving  off  weariness  by  singing 
continually.  So,  often,  as  I  awoke,  listening  for 
the  wagon  wheels,  as  my  father  came  driving 
furiously  through  the  valley,  I  would  be  lulled  to 
sleep  again  by  the  music  of  mother's  soft,  sweet 
voice. 

"  In  the  morning  he  would  be  like  a  cyclone  in 
the  house,  smashing  crockery,  finding  fault  with  my 
mother,  accusing  her  of  crimes  even,  all  of  which 
would  not  seemingly  disturb  her,  for,  as  soon  as  he 
was  out  of  the  house,  she  would  be  singing  again; 
and  never  did  she  allude  to  us  children  of  his  weak- 
nesses. At  length,  coming  from  town  late  at  night, 
with  a  vicious,  half-broken  colt,  there  was  an  acci- 
dent, out  of  which  my  father  came  with  his  life,  but 
with  several  broken  bones.  The  long,  compulsory 
confinement  was  the  means  of  changing  his  ways. 

"  Happily,  the  physician  who  treated  him  made 
use  of  nothing  of  an  alcoholic  nature.  Mother 
nursed  him  tenderly,  and,  in  his  paroxysms  of  pain, 
sang  him  into  quietness. 

"  At  that  time  we  children  first  learned  to  love 
our  father,  for  he  was  led  by  mother's  hymns  into 
paths  of  peace  and  gentleness. 

"  He  at  that  time  confessed  that  when  doing  his 
worst  he  had  often  for  days  felt  that  he  was  called 
for  repentance,  having  been  particularly  impressed 
by  the  words: 

" '  Acquaint  thyself  quickly,  O  sinner,  with  God.' 

'■  When  father  recovered  we  left  the  lonely  valley 
and  our  sad  life  there  forever,  but  when  times  pros' 
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pered  with  us  mother  still  sang  her  hymns,  and  we 
children  still  felt  the  beauty  and  power  of  the  old 
favorite;  "  and  our  friend  sang  softly,  looking  up 
through  the  branches  of  the  fine  old  trees  at  the 
clear  midsummer  sky, 

"  Lord,  I  desire  with  thee  lo  live 
Anew  from  day  to  day 
In  joys  the  world  can  never  give 


— =•-*  CORRESPONDENCE  »-■< 


A  Voice  from  the  Far  West. 

As  many  of  my  dear  co-workers  have  been 
aware  of  my  entering  a  two  year's  course  at  the 
San  Francisco  "Training  School  for  Nurses."  in 
the  City  and  County  Hospital  on  the  morning  of 
May  5,  1894,  it,  no  doubt,  will  be  of  interest  to 
hear  from  me  through  the  columns  of  the  Messen- 
ger. 

My  two  years  of  hard  toil,  during  many  wea- 
risome days  and  nights,  will  ever  be  much  im- 
pressed on  my  mind,  for  it  also  brought  pleasure 
as  well  as  sorrow.  The  work,  on  the  whole  is  one 
of  the  greatest  sacrifices  I  ever  undertook.  It 
meant  to  bid  farewell  to  dear  parents,  brothers, 
sisters  and  dear  ones  of  like  faith,  but  feeling  that 
I  was  prompted  by  duty  to  go  forth  into  the 
work  I  made  up  my  mind  to  take  God's  strong  arm 
to  lean  on,  and  enter  the  work,  though  over  five 
hundred  miles  from  all  the  loved  ones. 

To  look  ahead  two  years  seemed  a  long  time, 
but  after  I  had  entered  the  work  and  found  kind 
and  sociable  class-mates,  I  was  very  happy  and 
contented,  thinking  what  a  useful  position  I  was 
placed  in, .where  I  could,  many  a  time,  give  words 
of  cheer  and  consolation  to  the  poor,  sick  or  dy- 
ing one  who  had  not  as  much  as  a  friend  to  cheer 
his  last  moments.  Many  a  young  man  left  his 
far-away  home  and  came  to  America  to  make 
money,  but,  instead,  found  the  reverse  and,  through 
bad  influence  and  many  exposures,  sickened  and 
died  without  his  relatives  being  aware  of  it,  as 
they  were  too  proud  to  let  them  know  of  their 
condition.    Yes,  sad,  sad  scenes  did  I  witness. 

The  first  year  we,  at  times,  averaged  nearly  four 
hundred  patients.  We  had  thirteen  wards  in  all- 
four  female  and  nine  male  wards,  and  at  times 
from  twenty-five  to  forty  patients  in  one  ward. 
Being  kept  very  busy  waiting  on  so  many  poor 
mortals  and  our  number  of  nurses  being  limited, 
days,  weeks  and  months  passed  very  rapidly. 

In  coming  in  contact  with  so  many  different 
people,  and  many  ungodly  at  that,  and  then  the 
various  beliefs,  I  often  was  tested  as  I  never  was 
in  all  my  life  before.  Being  the  only  one  wearing 
my  church  uniform,  wherever  I  went,— in  and 
around  the  city— I  often,  by  various  individuals, 
was  spoken  to  in  an  abusive  and  shameful  manner. 
But  I  always  had  dear  Christian  associates,  al- 
though of  different  faith,  who  gave  me  credit  for 
standing  firm  for  my  belief,  and  admired  my  brave 
ness  to  stand  for  Christ.  At  times,  when  with  me 
they  would  express  their  feelings  of  sorrow  fo 
me,  but  I  told  them  that  I  thanked  God  for  giving 
me  the  strength  to  endure  it,  and  also  to  have  the 
privilege  of  showing  my  faith  for  him.  They  re- 
plied, "  How  consoling  it  is,  for  you  to  take  it  in 
that  way!"  I  am  thankful  to  God,  that  instead  of 
having  grown  weaker  during  my  isolation  of  over 
two  years,  I  have  grown  stronger  than  ever  and  find 
my  Bible,  hymn  hook,  and  all  my  church  litera 
ture  dearer  treasures  than  I  ever  did  before.  Now 
I  read  them  all  systematically,  which,  I  am  obliged 
to  say,  I  neglected  to  do,  when  living  in  the  midst 
of  members.  I  also  have  my  regular  time  for  se- 
cret devotions  to  God. 

Although,  at  times,  it  seems  Satan  will  come 
around  as  an  angel  of  light,  trying  to  win  me,  yet, 
by  immediately  telling  him  to  go  hence,  I  am  sure 


to  conquei 
my  mind, 


How   often  the   poem  comes  to 


Hospital  work  in  such  a  large  institution  is  very 
hard,  and  at  times  consists  of  many  successive  wea- 
risome days  and  nights  of  constant  toiling.  Alto- 
gether my  services  on  night  duty  amounted  to 
about  twenty  weeks,  which,  at  times,  when  the 
hospital  was  so  full,  was  a  severe  strain.  Often 
we  would  be  on  duty,  almost  continuously,  for 
fourteen  hours.  Then,  besides,  we  often  had  to 
prepare  for  class  twice  a  week.  But  I  thank  God 
that  he,  at  all  times,  granted  us  renewed  energy  to 
press  onward.  By  his  assistance  a  class  of  five  have 
completed  the  course  assigned  us  successfully. 
In  the  beginning  our  class  numbered  many  more, 
but  one  by  one  they  gave  up  the  work  until  only 
a  few  were  left  to  complete  the  entire  course.  I 
am  very  happy  to  know  now,  that  I  am  better  fit- 
ted for  life's  duties  than  I  ever  was  before.  I 
feel  that  through  sincere  confidence  in  Provi- 
dence, the  many  continual  prayers  of  dear  absent 
ones,  the  dear  Bible,  and  all  my  church  literature, 
I  have  thus  far  been  guided  and  protected. 

In  my  going  to  and  fro  in  this  large  city  from 
time  to  time,  I  have  often  seen  the  great  need  for 
an  organized  effort  by  our  people.  All  over  the 
city  I  have  distributed  a  number  of  tracts  and 
Messengers,  and  even  in  the  city  jail.  As  a  rule, 
these  publications  are  all  very  kindly  accepted, 
and  many  a  conversation  have  I  had  concerning 
our  faith.  I  have  met  hundreds  that  have  never 
heard  of  our  people  and  church.  Why  can  we  not. 
as  well  as  the  Salvation  Army,  go  forth  into  the 
cities  and  towns  with  our  workers,  and  do  more 
earnest  work  for  the  building  up  of  humanity? 

I  realize,  in  full,  the  great  need  of  our  cities  and 
can  say  Amen  to  every  article  in  the  Messenger 
concerning  our  work  in  the  cities.  We  are  put  to 
shame  by  other  denominations,  who,  too,  are  a 
plain  and  separate  people.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  "Volunteers  of  America."  Stop  a  moment 
and  think  of  their  progress  though  only  recently 

I  heard  a  splendid  address  by  one  of  their  lead- 
ers from  New  York,  who  is  now  in  the  city  and 
arranging  for  headquarters.  They  intend  to  go 
down  into  the  depth  of  the  slums  of  vice,  sin,  and 
misery,  and  do  all  they  can  for  the  untold  wicked- 
ness in  these  large  cities.  You  need  not  wonder 
how  it  grieves  me,  when  I  am  asked,  "Why  is  it 
that  your  people  do  not  organize  in  a  large  city 
like  this,  where  you  could  do  so  much  good,  and 
where  we,  too,  need  all  the  good  classes  of  people 
lhat  we  can  get? "  All  I  can  say,  is,  "In  the  fu- 
ture I  hope  to  see  it,  but  it  takes  time." 

I  had  been  praying  to  God  that  there  might  be 
one  of  like  faith  in  this  large  city,  with  whom  I 
might  be  permitted  to  associate.  Not  quite  two 
months  ago,  my  prayers  were  answered.  I  was 
stopped  on  the  street  by  a  certain  strange  lady, 
and  to  my  joy,  she  said,  "  Excuse  me,  but  do  you 
know  a  Mrs.  Deardorf,  on  Fourth  Street?"  I  re- 
plied, "  No,  I  do  not,"  and  she  said,  "  I  think  she 
is  one  of  your  belief;  she  has  a  bonnet  like  yours, 
and  Mrs.  Deardorff  told  me  if  I  ever  saw  you 
again,  to  tell  you  about  her,  as  she  would  like  to 
have  you  call  on  her  and  get  acquainted." 

I  thanked  the  lady  very  much,  took  Mrs.  Dear- 
dorf's  address,  and,  an  my  first  opportunity,  gave 
her  a  call.  Great  joy  was  the  result.  Mrs.  Dear- 
dorf formerly  lived  in  Ohio,  and  had  only  been  in 
the  city  about  three  months.  She  was  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  State  for  nearly  two  years 
and  did  not  meet  one  of  like  faith  in  all  that  time. 

While  at  the  hospital  I,  too,  had  two  very  pleas- 
ant surprises.  The  first  was  a  call  by  my  brother- 
in  law,  S.  W.  Funk;  and  the  second  a  call  by  Bro. 
B.  F.  Masterson,  Then  I  did  not  see  another  mem- 
ber until  the  happy  meeting  with  our  dear  Bro. 
and  sister,  D.  L.  Miller,  who,  through  the  mercies 
of  Providence,  were  again  permitted  to  land  on 
American  soil.  That  little  assembly,  six  in  num- 
ber, who  enjoyed  a  season  of  worship,  made  im- 
pressions that  never  will  be  erased.     After  spend- 
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ing  the  best  part  of  the   day  with  them 
Christian   associations,   it  was   hard    to  part   with 
them  so  soon,  for  I  felt  how  very  useful  they  would 
be  in  this  city. 

If  we  only  had  scores  of  volunteers,  what  a  work 
we  might  do!  Is  it  because  we,  as  a  church,  are 
too  poor,  or  why  is  it? 

Since  my  abode,  here  in  this  city,  and  having 
no  church  of  my  own  to  attend,  I  have  attended 
various  churches,  and,  as  a  rule,  always  have  taken 
some  good  impressions  along  home  with  me.  On 
one  occasion  I  was  very  muck  impressed.  When 
the  collection  was  announced  to  be  taken,  the 
speaker  made  use  of  these  words: 

"  Now  if  you  will  make  up  your  mind  as  a  cer- 
tain person  once  did,  we  will  have  a  good  collec- 
tion. He  used  to  think  that  he  was  doing  well  if 
he  at  all  times  had  a  nickel  or  a  copper  ready 
for  the  Lord.  But  at  a  certain  time  he  became  im- 
pressed to  compare  what  he  was  doing  for  the 
Lord,  with  what  the  Lord  was  doing  for  him,  and 
it  put  him  to  thinking.  All  this  time  he  had,  at 
most  all  times,  given  the  Lord  the  very  poorest 
which  were  his  nickels  and  coppers,  when  he  could 
have  given  silver  or  gold.  Realizing  that  the 
Lord's  way  is  always  to  give  the  best  and  not  the 
poorest,  he  made  up  his  mind  that  never  would 
he  present  him  with  another  nickel  or  copper. 
Even  if  he  had  two  nickels,  he  would  try  and  get  a 
silver  dime  instead" 

The  writer,  some  years  ago,  heard  a  sermon  by 
Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  at  the  Pine  Creek  church,  111., 
telling  the  audience  that  there  might  possibly  be 
some  chips  flying  at  different  ones  during  his  in- 
tended sermon.  As  a  result,  quite  a  few  of  his 
hearers  were  hit  by  his  chips,  and  the  writer  was 
one  of  them.  So  it  was  on  the  occasion  above  re- 
ferred to.  If  ever  a  sermon  hit  me,  it  was  then. 
I  hope  that  through  my  weak  efforts  many  others 
may  be  stirred  up,  who  do  not  see  how  they  can 
possibly  spare  a  silver  dime,  when  they  are  offer. 

tily  blessed  with  numbers  ot  them. 

I,  for  one,  have  determined  to  give,  hereafter,  no 

:kels  and  coppers,  but  give  only  of  my  silver  and 

Id.     This  has  led  me,  since  the  beginning  of  this 

:w  Year,  to  give  one-tenth  of  all  my  income.  I 
procured  a  neat  little  mission  box,  to  receive  all 
the  tenths,  and  greater  pleasure  have  I  never  taken 
in  anything,  since  in  the  service  for  my  Master, 
than  I  have  since  my  resolve  to  keep  a  strict  ac- 
count and  consecrate  a  mission  box  for  the  Lord. 

Now  I  need  not  give  any  more  nickels  or  cop- 
pers, but  always  have  dimes  instead. 

When  reading  the  article  in  one  of  the  previous 
Gospel   Messengers,  concer 
tenths  and  the  keeping  of  a  1 
a  hearty  Amen  for  the  same, 
pleasure  as  well  as  a  blessing 
dear  members,  by   God's   help, 
and  try  it. 

We,  as  a  Brotherhood,  consisting  of  thousands  in 
number,  do  not  average  even  one  cent  a  week  for 
the  general  missionary  work.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
we  cannot  push  our  work  more  speedily  into  the 
cities,  as  the  Salvation  Army  and  many  others  are 
doing.  I  hope  and  pray  that  we  may,  as  one  unit- 
ed family,  become  more  and  more  enlightened,  and 
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do  our  duty  fully!  May  we  keep  on  growing  and 
growing,  and  stand  firm  for  our  principles,  thereby 
proclaiming  to  the  world  that  we  mean  to  practice 
what  we  preach.  May  we  all  commit  to  memory 
Heb.  11,  that  we  may  be  the  means  of  coming  into 
full  possession  of  the  pure  faith,  and  we  will  be 
sure  to  give  liberally  of  our  gold  and  silver  to  the 
good  cause.  By  so  doing  we  will  soon  avoid 
spending  our  means  for  unnecessary  things,  but 
devote  all  we  can  to  the  Lord's  work. 

Since  I  have  volunteered  to  the  Lord  to  be  a 
faithful  worker  in  his  vineyard,  and  wherever  he 
chooses  to  use  me,  life  seems  much  different  to  me, 
and  I  find  so  much  more  real  pleasure  in  it.  I  now 
feel  within  me,  as  I  never  have  before,  that  it  has 
all  been  through  his  guiding  that  I  have  been 
brought  and  placed  where  I  am.  I  feel  that  I  am 
still  to  continue  in  fields  where  our  church  and 
people  are,  as  a  rule,  yet  unknown. 
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Just  recently  I  was  made,  more  than  ever,  to  re- 
alize God's  guiding.  A  way  was  opened  to  me  in  a 
very  unexpected  manner,  to  accept  a  good  position 
in  a  sanitarium  which  is  just  nearing  its  completion, 
about  seventy  miles  from  San  Francisco,  in  a 
beautiful  location. 

Before  completing  this  article  I  was  favorably 
surprised,  July  29,  by  a  visit  from  my  brother-in- 
law  (S.  W.  Funk)  and  sister  Hettie,  who  were  on 
their  way  East.  We  spent  the  day  by  giving  sister 
Deardorf  a  pleasant  call;  also  visited  the  hospital, 
which  was  quite  interesting  to  sister.  After  visit- 
ing several  other  places  of  interest,  the  few  hours 
so  pleasantly  spent  again  brought  us  to  the  parting 
time.  What  unspeakable  joy  it  must  be  when  all 
the  faithful  shall,  in  the  sweet  by  and  by,  be  per- 
mitted to  meet  to  part  no  more! 

May  I  ever  be  remembered  in  your  prayers,  that  I 
may  hold  out  faithful,  wherever  my  calling  may  be! 
It  is  my  heart's  desire  to  do  all  the  good  I  can  for 
our  fellow  men.  May  we  all  realize  that  life  is 
short,  and  that  we  should  become  willing  to  sacri- 
fice all  for  Christ's  sake,  so  that,  when  the  sum- 
mons comes,  to  call  us  out  into  the  different  fields, 
we  may  be  ready  and  prepared  to  fight  the  good 
fight  of  faith  while  it  is  called  to-day. 

Fannie  B.  Gibbel. 

1 1 17  Suiter  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

[Hereafter  her  address  will  be  Altruria,  Sonoma 
Co.,  Cal.— Ed.]    ____^____ 

A  Trip  among  the  Brethren  in  the  Eastern  States. 

My  last  letter  was  written  after  making  a  visit  to 
the  Brethren  in  North  Dakota.  This  will  give  a 
few  of  the  thoughts  gleaned  during  my  visit  among 
the  Brethren  here  in  the  East. 

Sunday,  July  26,  was  my  first  visit  to  the  church 
in  Philadelphia.  They  had  four  meetings  on  Sun- 
day. The  preaching  in  the  morning  was  by  Eld. 
T.  T.  Myers,  from  Ps.  73:  24.  His  morning  lesson 
was  the  entire  Psalm.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the 
sermon  just  suited  my  needs.  In  the  afternoon 
they  had  a  largely-attended  Sunday  school.  One 
and  all  seemed  to  enjoy  the  lesson,  and  took 
part  in  the  singing. 

In  the  evening  they  had  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing.prayer  meetings  I  ever  attended.  The  subject 
was,  "Claiming  the  Promises,— What  and  How." 
Isa.  40:  25-31.  The  meeting  was  led  by  sister  J.  A. 
Croft,  and  every  one  present  took  part,  and  some 
who  were  not  present  took  part.  This  may  seem 
strange,  but  the  secretary  sat  near  the  leader  and 
called  the  roll  of  the  members,  and  each  one  pres- 
ent responded  with  a  portion  of  Scripture  applica- 
ble to  the  subject,  or  made  a  short  talk.  When  the 
name  of  an  absent  one  was  called,  some  one  pres- 
ent responded  with,  "  I  am  requested  to  read  the 
following  letter  from  the  absent  one,"  or,  "I  am 
requested  by  the  absent  one  to  read  the  following 
portion  of  Scripture." 

Thus,  in  fact,  it  was  indeed  a  feast  of  love,  and 
made  one  feel  that  we  could  all  "  claim  the  prom- 
ises," if  we  only  would. 

After  the  prayer  meeting  there  was  preaching  by 
Eld.  Conner,  which  closed  a  well-spent  day. 

The  members  in  Philadelphia  have  adopted  a 
plan  for  their  Sunday  evening  prayer  meetings 
that,  it  occurs  to  me,  could  well  be  followed  by 
others. 

They  choose  the  subject  and  the  leaders  of  the 
meetings  for  six  months  in  advance,  and  furnish 
every  one  who  attends  the  church,  whether  a  mem- 
ber or  not,  with  a  printed  copy  of  the  same,  and  no 
matter  where  they  may  be,  they  are  expected  to 
respond  to  the  roll  call  every  Sunday  evening. 
One  of  the  letters  read  on  Sunday  evening  was 
Tom  a  brother  in  London,  England. 

In  addition  to  the  meetings  on  Sunday  they 
wve  prayer  meetings  every  Wednesday  evening, 
n  Sunday  school  teachers'  meeting  one  evening 
m  the  week. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evening,  July  28  and  29, 
Wended  meetings  in  Washington,  where  a  Corn- 
tee   trom    the   Annua[    Meeting   met   wi(h    the 

«nren  to  adjust  some  difficulties.     Here  I  got  a 


lesson  that,  with  God's  help,  I  hope  to  ever  remem- 
ber. 

One  of  the  sisters,  in  shaking  hands  with  me, 
asked,  "Are  you  a  member?"  On  receiving  an 
affirmative  answer,  she  said,  "  How  are  we  to  know 
it?     Surely  not  by  the  cut  of  your  coat." 

This  brought  forth  the  response,  "Thank  you, 
sister;  with  God's  help  you  nor  any  one  else  will 
ever  have  cause  to  repeat  that  remark,  for  why 
should  we  require  the  sisters  and  official  brethren 
to  comply  with  the  rules  of  the  church  as  to  dress, 
and  not  require  all  the  members  to  do  so?" 

The  balance  of  the  week  was  spent  pleasantly 
among  the  Brethren  in  the  Valley  of  Virginia.  In 
one  ihing  we  were  disappointed;  we  had  calculated 
on  attending  church  at  Bridgewater,  but  learned 
they  only  had  preaching  once  a  month.  Then  we 
turned  our  thoughts  to  three  other  places,— Dayton, 
Harrisonburg  and  Timberville,  but  learned  that 
they  only  had  preaching  one  Sunday  in  the  month, 
and  that  this  was  not  the  Sunday.  This  was  quite 
a  disappointment  and  a  surprise,  as  we,  in  Cali- 
fornia, are  in  the  habit  of  having  preaching  twice 
every  Sunday,  and  Sunday  school  and  prayer  meet- 
ing every  Sunday  also,  but  custom  is  different  in 
different  localities,  and,  all  in  all,  our  visit  was  a 
very  pleasant  one.  G.  L.  McDonaugh 

42  South  Third  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
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The  Dedication  at  Carrington,  N.  Dak. 

Brethren's  churchhouse,  which  is  being 
t  Carrington  and  which  is  nearing  compl 
ill  be  dedicated  Sunday,  Sept.  6,  1896,  with 
inion  services  on  the  8th.  A  cordial  invi- 
is  extended  to  all  the  brethren  and  sisters 
;  with  us  in  these  services.  Several  of  our 
ninisters  are  expected  to  meet  with  us.  By 
taking  advantage  of  the  low  rates  to  St.  Paul,  dur- 
ing the  first  week  of  September,  to  the  Encamp- 
ment, you  can  secure  tickets,  good  for  thirty  days, 
for  one  cent  a  mile,  and  there  secure  tickets  to 
Carrington  at  the  same  rates.  These  rates  are  in 
effect  on  nearly  all  the  roads  in  the  United  States. 
Enquire  of  your  nearest  railroad  agent  for  par- 
ticulars of  excursion  to  St.  Paul. 

D.  H.  Snowberger,  Clerk. 
Carrington,  N.  Dak.,  Aug.  3. 


Briefs. 

Following  the  requirements  of  a  business  pur- 
suit, I  have  been  traveling  up  and  down,  to  and 
fro,  over  a  portion  of  the  fair  State  of  Iowa.  Ev- 
ery Lord's  Day,  since  the  Annual  Meeting,  I  have 
.been  at  some  point,  visiting  among  the  people  of 
like  precious  faith,  preaching  twice,  and  some- 
times three  times  during  the  day;  also  engaging  in 
Sunday  school  work. 

I  have  had  many  urgent  calls  to  preach  during 
the  week,  but  we  were  under  the  necessity  to  de- 
cline, with  few  exceptions,  which  made  us  think 
along  the  line  of  ministers  often  being  "cumbered 
about  many  things  "  of  a  temporal  nature.  How- 
ever, we  presume  it  must  be  so,  as  long  as  they, 
like  other  mortals,  have  to  live,  eat  and  be  clothed 
and  look  after  those  of  their  own  household. 


With  few  exceptions  we  have  found  the  various 
congregations  alive  and  prosperous.  One  very 
pleasing  feature  of  the  status  of  the  church  to-day 
is  that  of  seeing  so  many  young  people  in  the 
church  who  are  full  of  zeal  and  energy.  The  wel- 
fare of  the  church,  in  a  large  measure,  depends 
upon  the  conversion  and  right  education  of  our 
young  people.  There  are  to-day  young  people  in 
the  church  that  are  destined  to  be  powerful  fac- 
tors in  the  church's  prosperity.  The  more  hum- 
ble and  the  more  self-sacrificing  and  loyal,  the 
greater  will  be  their  influence  for  good. 


In  one  congregation  of  some  three  to  four  hun- 
dred  members,  we  spent  the  Fourth  of  July.     It 


may  be  of  interest  to  the  General  Brotherhood  to 
know  how  the  day  was  spent.  In  the  forenoon 
there  were  regular  preaching  services.  Then  a 
pleasant  basket  lunch,  with  an  abundance  of  lemo- 
nade for  the  Sunday  school  patrons  and  all  oth- 
ers that  cared  to  partake.  Next  came  a  carefully- 
prepared  programme  for  the  Sunday  school  schol- 
ars, which  was  carried  out  seemingly  with  great 
pleasure  and  profit.  Next  came  a  treat  of  fruits, 
nuts  and  sweetmeats,  received  at  the  doors  on 
passing  out. 

How  much  better,  we  thought,  this  way  oi 
spending  the  national  holiday,  than  to  have  the 
children  and  young  people  go  to  the  places  of  us- 
ual resort,  where  all  kinds  of  revelry,  vanity  and 
hollow  mockery  are  carried  on!  If  there  was  any 
wrong  in  this  way  of  spending  the  day  I  failed  to 
discover  it.  By  a  watchful  care  over  such  pro- 
ceedings, as  is  required  over  all  others,  objection- 
able features  may  be  kept  out  and  the  day  spent 
to  real  profit. 

In  some  of  the  congregations  where  social 
prayer  meetings  were  in  vogue,  we  noticed  whole 
families  that  had  come  five  miles,  so  as  to  be  pres- 
ent. Yes,  they  had  to  stop  harvesting  an  hour 
sooner,  but  that  was  freely  done  when  soul  harv- 
ests were  at  stake.  We  also  saw  a  sister  go  many 
blocks  with  two  small  children  to  care  for,  that 
she,  too,  might  be  there.  This  ought  to  bring  a 
blush  of  shame  to  those  who  are  at  ease  in  Zion, 
who  cannot  get  up  enough  energy  to  go  half  a 
mile,  or  even  two  blocks  to  the  prayer  meetings. 
Well,  both  classes  will  have  their  reward. 


We  spent  several  days  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  while 
Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  was  conducting  a  series  of 
meetings  there.  We  learned  that  successful  meet- 
ings may  be  held  in  the  summer  season,  provided 
the  brethren  and  sisters  take  an  interest  in  the 
work.  Though  in  the  midst  of  the  harvest  sea- 
son, many  attended  faithfully  all  the  time.  Suc- 
cess always  comes  to  the  faithful  and  energetic. 
Heaven's  blessings  will  be  showered  upon  those 
who  work  while  it  is  day.  J.  S.  Flory. 

Marshalltown,  Iowa,  Aug.  4. 


From  Bradford,  Iowa. 


The  Brethren  of  this  part  of  the  Spring  Creek 
church  met  in  council  Aug.  1.  Our  elder,  Bro. 
Harvey  Ikenberry,  was  with  us.  Our  love  feast 
was  appointed  for  Sept.  26  and  27.  As  we  have 
no  churchhouse,  a  temporary  building  will  be 
built  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Wm.  Lacell,  in  Brad- 
ford. We  hope  to  have  a  series  of  meetings  be- 
fore our  love  feast.  We  have  no  minister  living 
here,  but  would  be  glad  to  have  one  locate  with 
us.  This  is  a  mission  point  and  the  Brethren  at 
Greene  and  Fredericksburg,  each  preach  for  us 
once  in  four  weeks,  which  gives  us  meetings  every 
two  weeks.  We  have  a  membership  of  thirty- 
seven  with  two  deacons.  Our  council-meeting 
was  characterized  by  love,  and  all  seemed  to  en- 
joy and  feel  that  it  was  good  to  be  there.  It  was 
thought  best  to  have  a  correspondent  from  this 
place,  and  the  writer  was  named  to  fill  the  place. 
Ella  Ullom. 

Aug.  f. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"An  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  s 


Astoria,  111— Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  will  give  a  se- 
ries of  "  Bible  Land  Talks  "  continuing  two  weeks. 
A  tent,  50x80  feet,  will  be  added  to  the  church  at 
Woodland,  so  that  ample  accommodations  are 
made,  and  a  general  invitation  is  given  to  neigh- 
boring churches.  The  expenses  are  met  by  As- 
toria and  Woodland  churches.  There  will  be  no 
ission  charged  as  some  have  reported,  yet  col- 
lections may  be  taken  during  the  meetings  for 
iion  work,  for  which  liberal  contributions  arc 
solicited. —  Cyrus  Bucher,  Sec,  Aug.  8. 
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Duncansville,  Pa.  —  In  No.  ?i  I 
staled  that  the  harvest  meeting 
be  held  Sept.  20.  1  meant  to  have  it 
read  Au_\  2.  It  will  be  understood 
by  this  that  no  harvest  meeting 
be  held  on  the  date  first  named.— D. 
S.  Replogk 

Silver  Lake  Church,  Nebr.— Aug 
2  1  had  the  pleasured  addressing  the 
congregation  at  the  above-named  place 
at  a  harvest  meeting.  Our  hearts 
were  made  to  rejoice  in  the  salvation 
of  two  precious  souls,  who  were  made 
willing  to  flee  for  ref  jge  to  Christ  in 
baptism.  Thus  one  by  one  the  golden 
sheaves  are  gathered  in.  Others  are 
almost  persuaded,  but  are  not  quite 
ready.-/./.  Kindig. 

Wade,  Kans.—  July  25  the  writer,  in 
company  with  Bro.  J.  E.  Crist,  ol 
Gardner,  Kans.,  went  to  Somerset, 
Miami  Co.,  Kans.,  where  a  call  had 
been  made  for  some  preaching.  B 
Crist  preached  on  Saturday  night  and 
on  Sunday  at  u  o'clock  in  the  Bap- 
tist church,  when  the  crowd  was  so 
large  that  they  could  not  near  all  get 
into  the  house.  One  aged  man,  past 
seventy  years  old,  was  baptized  and 
others  are  seeking  after  the  Truth. 
This  is  an  isolated  point  and  a  preach- 
er is  much  needed  there.—  Lee  Bucklcw, 
Aug.  r. 

Walnut  Level  Church,  Ind.— The 
members  of  this  church  held  their 
quarterly  council  on  Saturday,  Aug. 
I.  All  busin.  ss  was  disposed  of  in  a 
pleasant  manner.  Our  love  feast  will 
occur  Oct.  23  Meeting  will  begin 
at  10:  30  in  the  forenoon.  We  also 
agreed  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings 
two  weeks  previous  to  the  love  feast. 
Brn.  Lewis  Huffman,  of  the  Prairie 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  came  to  us  the 
same  evening,  pieached  lhat  evening 
and  on  Sunday  forenoon,  lie  deliv- 
ered two  soul-cheering  sermons  which 
were  encouraging  to  the  members. — 
MaJinda  S.  Stiidcbaker, 

Duncansville,  Pa.— We  held  our 
harvest  meeting  yesterday,  Aug.  j,  in 
the  Lamersvillc  church.  We  had  a 
good  meeting.  Bro.  David  T.  Det- 
wiler,  from  the  New  Enterprise 
church,  did  the  preaching.  The 
weather  was  very  pleasant,  and,  judg- 
ing from  the  interest  that  was  mani- 
fested at  these  meetings,  we  all  can 
say  it  was  good  to  be  there.  At  the 
close  of  the  services  on  Sunday  fore- 
noon, a  collection  was  taken  for  the 
general  mission  fund,  which  amount- 
ed to  £5.90.  In  the  afternoon  a  chil- 
dren's meeting  was  held.  Bro.  Det- 
wiler  spoke  very  nicely  to  the  chil- 
dren, followed  by  a  few  other  breth- 
ren. This  meeting  was  very  interest- 
ing. It  was  proposed  that  we  might 
do  something  for  the  Armenian  O 
phanage  in  Asia  Minor.  A  collection 
was  taken  up  for  that  purpose,  which 
amounted  to  Si. 80,  thus  showing  that 
we  do  not  only  give  thanks  to  God 
from  our  lips  for  the  blessing: 
joy,  but  that  we  give  some  of  the 
means  with  which  we  are  blessed,  foi 
the  spreading  of  his  great  cause,  ii 
enlarging  the  borders  ol  Zion  at  homi 
and  abroad.     Our  meetings  closed  on 

evening.  Bro.  Detwili 
live. ed  three  sermons  while  with  us. 
May  God's  blessing  go  with  him! — 
D  S.  Replogle,  MeKees  Cap,  Pa., 
Aug  J 


Navarre,  Kans  — The  Brethren  of 
the  Hcrrington  church  have  just 
closed  a  two  weeks'  series  of  mcetin: 
assisted  by  the  writer.  The  brethren 
and  sisters  seemed  much  refreshed 
We  closed  with  increasing  interest 
Surely  we  have  a  loving  band  of  breth- 
ren and  sisters  in  the  aforesaid  church 
May  the  Lord  bless  them,  is  out 
prayer!— C.  H.  Brown,  Aug.  J. 

Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Tex.— Bro 
J.  F.  Neher  came  to  us  and  began  a 
series  ot  meetings  July  20,  and  closed 
on   Thursday,   July  30.     He  preached 


■ing 
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congregation  was  small  on  account  of 
three  revival  meetings,  all  within  three 
miles'  distance.  The  people  in  Texas 
would  rather  hear  something  that  is 
amusing  than  the  pure  Gospel.  Bro. 
Neher  left  here  Aug.  31  for  other 
fields.  May  the  Lord  bless  his  labors, 
is  my  prayer! — Elisabeth  Bow?nan,Jvly 
J'- 

Kidder,  Mo.— I  have  returned  home 
gain  after  spending  nearly  two 
tonths  in  Northeastern  Iowa.  1  felt 
that  I  greatly  needed  a  little  rest,  but 
many  days  after  our  arrival  home 
found  it  necessary  to  visit  the 
little  band  at  Darlington,  Mo.,  to  feed 
the  hungry  at  that  place.  On  Satur- 
day we  held  a  council-meeting.  Not 
very  much  business  came  before  the 
d  I  believe  all  was  adjusted 
to  general  satisfaction.  The  few  mem- 
at  that  place  were  greatly  en- 
gcd.  We  gave  them  four  meet- 
and  then    returned   home   again. 


We 
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yard.  There  arc  many  places  in  Mis- 
i  without  a  res  dent  minister. 
Any  one  wishing  to  know  more  about 
is  country  will  please  address  me 
th  stamp  and  I  will  answer  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  There  is  a  rich 
haivest  here  and  we  do  want  more 
vorkers  to  come.  At  our  home,  here 
n  Kidder,  Bro.  W.  Drury  has  given 
is  a  lot  on  which  to  build  our  church- 
house,— a  beautiful  site.  We  hope  to 
be  able  to  build  soon.  The  outlook 
is  good  for  building  up  a  large  con- 
ation here. — Wnt.  C.  ffipes,  Aug.  2. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Sam's  Creek,  Md. 

THF-  following  is  the  program  of  the  Minis- 
rial   Meeting,  to  he  held  at  Sara's  Creek, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Aug.  26  and  27, 


•What  Relationship  ought  the  Minister! 

tin  to  the  Elders  and  the  Elders  to  th< 
Ministers  in  Church  Work?" 

'  The  Factors  that  lead  to  a  Prosperous 
Church." 

What  is  the  Object,  and  how  Interes 
the  Old  and  Young  in  the  Sunday  school?" 

4.  "  How  to  Revive  a  Church  that  is  on  the 
Decline." 

5.  "  Define  True  Conversion  and  the  Evi 
dence  ol  it." 

6.  "  How  can  we  Make  the  Service  at  ou: 
Love  beast  most  Instructive  and  Eddying?" 

7.  "How  can  we  best  Interest  the  Young 
and  get  them  in  the  Church? " 

S.  "  Does  the  Clause,  'But  let  a  Man  Exam 
ine  Himself,"  I  Cor.  1 1 :  28,  Relate  to  his  Gener 
al  Christian  Deportment,  or  Especially  to  thi 
Manner  ol  Eating?" 

9.  "  Bible  Class,  Prayer  Meeting  and  Young 
People's  Meeting,— What  is  the  best  Way  to 
Conduct  Them?" 

10.  "  Blood  ot  Christ,  how  Applied?  " 

All  ministers  could  not  he  put  on  the  pro- 
gram,  hut  all  are  invited  to  be  present  and 
take  part  in  the  discussions  of  the  various 


A  moderator  and  clerk  will  be  elected  by 
ministers  present. 

The  clerk  shall  keep  a  record  of  subjects 
ind  speakers,  the  moderator  shall  keep  order 
tnd  time  the  speakers,  and  shall  decide  when 
tiscussions  shall  close. 

All  persons  are  invited  to  attend  the  meet- 


mi-' . 
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FALLEN  t  ASLEEP  •  •  • 


EIKENBERRY.—  At  Carrington,  N.  Dak., 
July  11,  iSq6,  Bro.  Calvin  S.  Eikenberry,  son 
of  George  and  Mary  Jane  Eikenberry.  of 
Carroll  Co,  Ind.,  aged  26  years,  4  months  and 
17  days.  His  father  came  a  few  days  after  he 
took  sick  and  staid  with  him  until  death, 
The  remains  were  taken  back  to  Indiana  and 
interred  in  the  Flora  graveyard.  Funeral 
services  were  held  by  the  Brethren  in  Flora, 
Carroll  Co.,  Ind.  Bro.  Eikenberry  united  with 
the  church  Jan.  21,  1806,  in  the  Bachelor  Run 
church,  Carroll  Co.,  Ind.,  and  lived  a  faithful 
member  until  death.  He  leaves  a  father, 
stepmother  and  other  relatives. 

D  H.  Niccum. 

KIMMEL.-In  the  Walnut  Level  church, 
Ind.,  July  24,  1896,  Bro  Jacob  Kimmel,  aged 
63  years,  2  months  and  26  days.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  Bro.  Samuel  Neher, 
from  Amos  4  and  a  part  of  the  twelfth  verse. 


Mal 


1  S.St 


ZIGLER— In  the  Elk   Run  congregation, 

Va„  Aug.  1,  1806,  William  Miller  Zigler,  son 

of  John  W.  Zigler  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Zig- 

r,  aged  15  years,  3  months  and  1  day.     Fu- 

ral  discourse  by  elders  Jacob  Thomas  and 

iram  G.  Miller,  from  Mark  7:  37  to  a  large 

d  sympathetic  congregation,     though  the 

deceased  had  not  yet  united  with  the  church 

:  had   much  love  for  it,  and  expressed    a 

:sire  to  become  a  member. 

L.  A.  Wenger. 

ZIGLER.— In  the   Elk    Run    congregation, 

Augusta  Co.    Va..  July  31,  1806,  Jacob  Zigler, 

ged  84    years,   9  months  and    15   days.     He 

eaves   a   widow,   three  sons  and  one  daughter 

j  mourn  their  loss.     The  funeral  took  place 

t  the   I  resbyterian  churcbhouse  a  short  dis- 

ance  from  the  home.     The  occasion  was  im- 

Toved  by  the  writer  and  Bro.  Joseph  A.  Mii- 

tr,  of  the  Sangerville  congregation,  from  John 

3:  36.     Bro.  Zigler  and  wife  were  among  the 

irst  members  living  within    the    bounds   of 

the  above  congregation.     Our  brother  was  the 

St  official  elected  in  it  after  it  was  organized, 

e  served   the   church  in  the  deacon's  office 

r  over  thirty  years.  L.  A.  Wenger. 

WARNER.— Near  Red    River,  Ohio,    July 

!,  1896,  Carl  Glen,  son  of  sister  Alice  and 

Bro.  John  Warner,  aged  3  months  and  28  days. 

-al  discourse  from  Job  I:  21,  "  The  Lord 

and  the  Lord  has  taken  away,"  etc.,  by 

Bro.  J.  H.  Christian  and  the  undersigned. 

Geo.  Mohler. 
MOVER.— Within  thabounds  of  the  Wash- 
ngton  church,  Washington,  Kans.,  July  26, 
8y6,  friend  Milton  B.  Moyer,  aged  27  years, 
;  months  and  10  days.  He  was  born  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  Feb.  16,  1869  and  was  the  son 
of  friend  Benjamin  and  sister  Rebecca  Moyer. 
He  leaves  a  dear  companion,  three  bright, 
little  daughters,  with  his  father,  mother,  four 
brothers  and  one  sister,  to  mourn  his  loss, 
which,  we  hope,  is  his  gain.  He  did  not 
belong  to  any  church.  The  night  before  his 
death  he  earnestly  prayed  that  those  of  the 
family  who  had  not  yet  prepared  themselves 
for  a  home  above,  might  take  warning,  before 
ght  be  too  late.  Funeral  services  were 
held  in  the  Brethren's  church,  conducted  by 
Eld.  Humphrey  Talhelm  and  Bro.  Martin 
D.  Gauby,  from  Heb.  9:  27.  He  was  laid  to 
n  the  cemetery  near  the  church  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  fol- 
lowed him  "  to  his  grave  by  the  green  hillside." 
Lizzie  Gauhy. 
ANKNEY.-In  the  Plum  Creek  church, 
Pa  ,  March  17.  1896.  of  typhoid  fever,  Robert 
Ankney,  aged  13  years,  3  months  and  27  days, 
rrcd  in  the  Elderton 
cemetery.      Funeral    conducted  by  Mr.  Dun- 


OVERHULTZ.-In  the  Strait  Creek  church, 
Highland  Co.,  Ohio,  July  21,  1896,  Bro.  Isaac 
Overhultz,  aged  50  years,  10  months  and  15 
days.    Services  from  Matt.  28:  8. 

W.  Q.  Calvert. 


SOALE.— In  the  Strait  Creek  church  Hi.K 
land  Co.,  Ohio,  July  II,  1896,  sister  El'iabeffl 
Soale,  aged  62  years,  2  months  and  11  day. 
Services  from  1  Thess.  4:  18. 

W.  Q.  Calvert. 

ROBERTS.-In  the  Kansas  Center  church 
Rice  Co.,  Kans.,  Andrew  Wm.  Roberts,  aSS 
45  years,  5  months  and  4  days.  He  was  bom 
in  Adams  County,  111.,  was  married  to  Martha 
Sisler  in  1877,  and  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  in  1892.  Funeral  services  conducted 
by  Bro.  H.  T.  Brubaker.     Sadie  Dresher. 

KRUG.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Lost  Creek 
congregation,  Juniata  Co.,  Pa.,  July  21,  i8#, 
Miss  Sarah  Krug,  aged  75  years,  8  months 
and  9  days.  Interment  at  the  Centre  church. 
She  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church 
lor  over  fifty  years.  Funeral  occasion  im. 
proved  by  Mr.  D.  D.  Kauffman,  of  the  M.E, 
church,  assisted  by  the  writer. 

C.  G.  Winev. 

BOWERS.— In  the  South  Morrill  church  i 
Browu  Co.,  Kans.,  sister  Rufena  [tut  Brum' 
haugh)  Bowers,  wife  of  Eld.  David  Bowers, 
aged  60  years,  4  months  and  4  days.  Serv- 
ices conducted  by  Bro!  Joseph  Click,  of  Mis- 
souri,  and  the  home  brethren  from  the  text, 
"  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God."    Amos  4:  12. 

O.  A.  Swab. 

PIERSON.-In  the  Spring  Creek  church, 
Chickasaw  Co.,  Iowa,  July  27,  1896,  at  the 
home  of  James  Whitcomb,  sister  Mary  Pier- 
son.  aged  24  years.  Sister  Mary  had  neither 
parents  nor  relatives  in  this  country,  all  ol 
them  residing  in  Sweden,  her  birth. placi 
She  came  to  this  country  four  years  ago  last 
May,  and  united  with  the  church  three  years 
ago  last  February.  She  was  a  Christian  ex- 
ample to  all.  Those  who  learned  to  know 
her  learned  to  love  her,  and  her  loss  will  he 
deeply  felt.  The  services  were  conducted  hy 
brethren  Harvey  Giliam  and  Frank  Wolfe, 
from  Ps.   103:  15,  16.       Nellie  G.  Beaver. 

WILSON.-In  the  Topeka  congregation, 
Topeka,  Kans.,  July  26,  1896.  Mrs.  Wilson, 
aged  64  years.  For  several  years  she  hid  a  I 
longing  desire  to  unite  with  the  Brethren 
church,  but  as  her  environments  were  un- 
favorable, she  postponed  the  most  important 
of  all  duties  until  taken  suddenly  i  1,  and 
thus  passed  away.  Funeral  services  by  >i.'t 
writer.  J.  M.  Mohler. 

DEMOSS— June  17,  1896,  sister  Jennie  Be- ' 
moss,  wife  of  friend  John  Demoss  and  daugh 
ter  ol  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray,  aged  about  32  years. 
Sister  Jennie  took  sick  May  22,  1896,  and. 
shortly  after  was  sent  to  the  asylum  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  where  she  died.  Sister  Jennie 
leaves  a  husband,  six  children,  a  mother,  and 
many  friends.  Sister  Jennie  was  a  dear  com- 
panion and  a  kind  and  loving  mother.  She 
united  with  the  church  five  years  ago  and 
lived  a  Christian  life.  She  brought  up  her 
children  in  the  way  they  should  go.  Funeral 
preached  by  Eld.  Burkman. 

Carrie  McMulin. 

KINSEY.— In  the  Blue  River  congregation, 
Whitley  Co.,  Ind.,  sister  Mary  Kinsey,  aged 
80  years,  5  months  and  27  days.  Deceased 
was  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  for 
about  fifty  years.  She  was  the  mother  ol 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  preceded  her, 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Jeremiah  Gump. 

J.  K.  Zeigler. 

REAHARD.— In  the  Roann  church,  Ind., 
July  22,  1896,  by  drowning,  Bro,  Frank  Ren- 
hard,  aged  43  years  and  is  days.  Bro.  FrauR 
lived  near  a  ford  that  crosses  Eel  River, 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  cross  many 
times  in  safety.  He  went  to  Wabash  in  the 
morning  of  July  22,  on  business,  driving  t»° 
horses  and  fording  the  river,  as  usual.  On 
his  return  in  the  evening  he  found  the  waters 


alarming   extent, 
The 


however 


beir 


had   riser 
he    venti 

strong  for  the    team    to.  make   the    landing, 
both    horses    and    himself   drowned.     After 
much  searching  with  drag-hooks  and  spea". 
his  body  was  found  six  days  later,  ten  ™"'s 
down  the  river,  among  the  driftwood.     In  18/ 
he  was  married  to  sister  Ellen  Cripe.    Th,e' 
children  were  horn  to  them,  all  of  whom  ' 
livmg.    His  wife  died  in  1882.    He  afterw 
married  sister  Sarah  Royer.     This  union 
blessed  with  five  children,  of  whom  one  die 
in  infancy.     His  burial  took  place  July!*' 
the    Brethren's   cemetery,   two   miles  west 
North  Manchester,  Ind.     Funeral  services 
Bro.  David  Swihart,  assisted  by  elders  Ba 
Neff  and  J.  H.  Wright.  Jos'PH  Jon"' 
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August  15    ,89fi- 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


Sept-  18,^ 
Ineetln 


DISTRICT  HEETINGS. 

10  A.  M..  Northern  District  c 
Wactinda    counri'^iuioti,    k< 

zbouse.    Ministerial   ineetln 

at  Ilia.  M. 

0  A.  M.,  Middle  District  of  I< 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

4  P.  M.,  Worthlngton,  Minn. 


Aug.  27,  at  2  P-  M.,  Ogan'a  Creole  church, 
Aug.  28,  Prairie  View  church,  Morgan  C 


Aug  29  and  HO  at 

0  A.  M.,  North  Solomon,  Kana 

Au«.  20.  »t  H  A.  M 

,  Crooked  Creek  church,  Wash- 

AUtoY'u.,  Ind. 

,  Spring  Creek  church,  Kosclus- 

Sept.  11,  at  3  P.  ft 

e  church,  Andrew  Co.,  Mo. 

.,  Olatne  church.  Johnson  Co. 

Sangervlllo,  Va. 

0:30  A.  M„  Senoca  congregation 

Sept.  12  and  13,  a 

t  10  A.   M  ,  Boon   River  church 

Sept,  12,  at  10  A. 

M„  Pleasant  Dalo,  Adams  Co. 

Sept.  12,   at   8  P. 

M.,  Seneca  church.   Pendleton 

■  Kail  Creek  church,  2% 


Se(tt.  I 
Sept.  1 
Sept-  1 
Sept.  1 


L.Hhlpshewana  ch 


a  Co..  Kans, 
Bept,  IS,  at  4  P.  M.,  South  Bend, 
Sept.  19,  Maple  Grove  church,  M 
Hept.  19,  at  10  A 

S.ipt.  Ill,  at  2  P.  M...  Klngir 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  fou->rt  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  ot 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  Ni 


Our  Publications. 


w  Testa- 
■i  the  Au- 


Children  at  Work.  Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ed;  contains  the  bunday  school  lesson,  wit!-, 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
>t  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
>e  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Thk  following  is  the  list  of  the  penrdicals, 
bunday  bchool  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religiou; 

eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 

:n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onlj 

recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pei 


!:  30  P.  M.,Q,ueinahonlng  church,  near 

24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Waddam'g  Grove,  111. 
24   at  1P.M.  Shannon,  111. 
iO  A.  M.,  Nettle  Creek  church,  Hagers- 

l  P.  M„  Salem  church,  Knns. 
I  P.  M„  Bnar  Creek  oliurch.  Palmer,  111. 
I  P.  M.,  Salem  church,  lnd. 
27,  North  Fork  church,  Pyrmont,  Car- 
nitine church,  5  mill's  southeast  of  Su- 
rlon  Co.Ill. 

I  P.M.,  North  Fork  church,  Pyrmont. 
Co.,  Ind. 
i:  80  P.  M,,  Maple  Glen  church,  Bomer- 

l  27,  at  2  P  M.,  Prairie  City,  Iowa. 


{3)  The  usual  marginal  refere 
thorized  Version  following  each 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(G)  The  explanatory  notes 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {6)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11,  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

{2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
»n  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
:,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 
The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
int  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -  4  §o 

Bound  in  morocco,       ....  5  00 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  ln< 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people, 

Single  copy,  per  annuni 

10  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 

30  copies,  to  one  address.  3  month 

20  copies,  to  one  address,  b  months 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  specia 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 

desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
lopmem.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 

ion,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual    Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 

containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  (or 
only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


Farm  for  Sale. 


>  ADVERTISEMENTS 

Rntts  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

uonth  (4  times) 1  3° 

:  months  (13  times) 

mnths  (26  times) 

'ear  (Sl  times) 

-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


I>UURLE  QUICK  ( 
rectiona.  It  la  the 
remove  corna  warta 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

3os  S.  Charles  St.,  Baltimore,  Md, 


•M  Boot,    "*w'  Qr"n'  Fu"-  BWBI,  Dried  Vi 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will 
nt  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  Stat 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  l 
the  work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris, 


Every  Farmer  in  the  North 


The    Middle    South! 


,  s-io  .-■!  nvre.     Pie: 


SOUTHERN   HOMESEEKERS*  LAND  CO.. 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Route. 


id  other  western  sections  hiive  produced  tbh 
iar.  Send  for  a  pamphlet  (no  charge)  nbonl 
jst«rn  farm  lands  to  P.  S.  EosTia,  General  Pas- 
nger  Agent,  C.  B,  A  O,.  B.  B.,  Chicago,  111.       DOtlO 


Brethren's  Quarterly . — frepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  !t  contains  the  lesson  text, 
a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Single  uubscrl 
copies  and 


Juvenile  Quarterly. — Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  wilh  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
«lngla  subscription,  per  yen so  cents 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

1BI6  Four  Designs,  very  line  gilt  edge,  size 

7x9 50  cents. 

923  Frosted,  extra  flne,  size  4x6,  ....  80  cents. 
1184  Emboased  Designs,  size  4xS, 26  cents. 

1298  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4xfl 26  cent*. 

1297  Emboaaed    Landscape   and    Flowers, 

1281  Embossed,  extra  floe,  alze  :%*{>%, .  .20  cents. 

1287  Birds  and  Landacape,  aizeMifi^ 16  cents. 

1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  alze  BxStf, .  .  .  .16  cents, 
1286  Flowera  and  Landscape,  alze  i)J^x6Ji,  .  IS  cents. 
1293  Birds  and  Landacape,  size  3^x6^,.  .  .12  cents. 
1291  Fine  Scenery.  slze:J|^x5^, 10  cents. 

825^  Landacape  and  Birds,  Size  2x3J£, .  .  .90  cents. 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,   so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Sunday    School  Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 


Test 


Leaf  Cluster,  plotorl 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnls 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  an 
Bibles  of  every  description,  Always  write  i 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris.  111. 


Seed-Time. 


d  a  suinp.lo  of  VICTOR  INFANTS' 
buBtuaby  naoulolne  known  lor  Col  la, 
turn, Teething,  Griping,  liiicl  all  bow- 


A  Chance  to  Make 
Something. 


N.  R    BAKER, 


Fruitdale,  Ala 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Nor  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  for 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  sonic- 
thing  about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  liave  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  $1.50  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
ments.  Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 
lars. 


Spend  the  Winter... 

...in  California ! 

Lordsburg  College, 

Which  is  Owned  and  Controlled 
by  the  Brethren. 


fai-llltles  ami   bulldlni.'  im>  .-xo'lleut,      For  cata 
logue  and  full  Information,  address, 

B.  A.  MILLER,  Pres., 
Dlto  Lordsburg,  Cat. 
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Higheit  of  ill  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


AB^OWJTEE-Y    PURE 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  ■ 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


.  H.  ! 


mi  Lti,  Hoyle  ohurob,  ono  mile  north  ol 

■  P,  ().,  Woods  Co.,  Okln.  T. 

nil  211,  at  2:  so  P.  M.,  Rook  Grove  church 

11(127,  lit  10:  30  A.  M.,  Bradford,  CuickaBriw 

1  P.  M„  Appanoose  church,  Franklin  Co., 

I',  M„  Mnconpln  Crook  churoh.lll, 
in*  (I  Mountain  church,  Ark. 
10:  HO  A.  M.,  Walnut  Level  church,  WollH 

i  NoblrtvlUo, Hamilton  Co..  ind'. 
1-.  U  .  i  laawkle  church,  Knns. 


Half-Fare  Excursions... 

To  Brethren  Colonies 
In  North  Dakota. 

Sept.  4  and  5, 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  will 
s;ll  round-trip  tickets  at  one  fare  from 
St.  Paul  to  Devil's  Lake,  Cando,  Crary, 
Grand  Harbor,  Penn,  York,  Mayville, 
Langdon  and  other  points  on  its  lines 
in  North  Dakota.  Tickets  good  for  21 
days,  with  stop-off  privilege  on  the  go- 
ing trip. 

For  the  Encampment  in  St.  Paul, 
Aug.  31  to  Sept.  5,  all  Eastern  roads 
to  St.  Paul  make  a  rate  of  one  cent  per 
mile,  but  the  rate  being  open  to  all, 
with  tickets  good  for  30  days.  This 
will  be  a  fine  chance  for  homeseekers 
to  visit  North  Dakota,  and  also  spend 
a  day  at  St.  Paul  and  see  the  exhibit 
from  all  the  Northwestern  States. 

Write  to  the  undersigned  at  once 
and  he  will  quote  you  the  rates  from 
your  railway  station  to  any  of  the 
Brethren  colonies  in  the  Red  River 
Valley,  the  Turtle  Mountain  country 
and  Devil's  Lake  district,  where  the 
original  colonies  are  located  and  where 
there  is  still  free  Government  land  to 
be  homesteaded.  The  Great  North- 
ern Railway  has  no  lands  to  sell  and 
homeseekers  are  at  liberty  to  act  as 
they  think  best.  Write  to  me  for  full 
particulars. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


DOS  PALOS  COLONY  OF  CALM 


General  Letter  to  Many   Readers  of 
the  Messenger. 


-iNCNt.i-.itasklim  lh.j  (olio 
y  families  of  tne  Biethrei 
a  colony?     When  and  w 


...FOR  PR  AC-TIC  A 

ONE    CENT  A  MILE! 


North  Dakota 


At  the  time  of  the  Fncampn 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota  the  1 

week  in  September. 


Northern  Pacific  Railroad 

for  20  days,  for 

$7.95  I 

The    German    Baptist    church    at    Oar  ring  toi 


ill  uiovi'  ln'foiv  Uctobm 
t   Is  likely   that   more   f 


$5.50 


A  thoroughly-reliable 


ngton  in  ample  time  for  the  dedication,  i 

0  the  cost  of  a  ticket  from  ; 


.   Pi!  it  I  :i 


:  froi 


lngton,  North  Dakota  and  return,  via  the  North 
m  Paclllc  Railroad. 
For  further  particulars  write  to 

C.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R,  R., 
St.  Paul,  Minn 


.  R.  ( 


WM.  H.  PHIPPS, 


the  Brethren  church,  who  wishi 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which 
our    clothing, 


make  i 
unng  blanks,  tape  j 
for  ordering  win  be  J 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self.  I 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  I 
understand  them.  j 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  i 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  ( 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,       t 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND, 


r  prices  ; 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment 

The  following  letter  contains  valuable  informs- 

5  F  Dobbw   v  Co    WftraLb,MVUlyl6|W* 
.'^"'""i''".  "'  l'!,'v','  l>t''-u  troubled  with  Plln 


nltl.T  1  ln'v  (,'i-i'w  worsii-  iiml  win- 


Large  Crops. 


■iHJivh  home  ,-]i;|,r  „„ 
s  still  cheap.     Write  i; 


Life  Insurance. 


In  its  various  bearings  was  discussed 
at  the  late  Annual  Meeting.  You  should 
read  it  in  the  "  Full  Report."  Sent  post- 
paid for  only  25  cents  from  the  Messen- 
ger office. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -   Size,  s^x 
This  is  the  Stylo  ol  Type: 
CHAPTER  1. 

THE  book  of  the  "  generation  of 
Je'ijius  Christ,  b  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  <■  the  son  of  A'brii-ham. 

2  "A'bra-ham  begat  I'saao;  and 
'I'eaac  begat  Ja'cob;  and /Ja'cob 
begat  JQ'das  and  hiB  brethren; 

3  And  "Ju/das  begot  Pha'res  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar-,    and  '•Pha'res 


$4.00. 


(ail  10  call  lor  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

iilim,  BBBTURBS'S  PUDL1SU  COKPAOT, 

Mt  Morris.  IU 


Why 
Pay 
Rent... 

In  the  East,— with  no  hope  of  ever  bel 
to  buy  Hie  high-priced  land, — when  you  i 
lain  a   home   for   yourself   ami   children 

Famous  Corn  Belt, 


iavG  many  advantages  not  found  In  other  sc 
ions,  and  are  sold  at  low  prices  and  on  en: 
emis.  Several  churches  of  the  Brethren  are  : 
lose  proximity  to  these  lands,  and  the  special  a 

■■ell  as  the  provision  by  which  prospective  settle 
■■111    be  placed  In    DIkkct    communication    wii 

0  render  all  needed  assistance  In  choice  of  loc 


Bound-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 

plus  12  from  all  principal  points  In  the  East.    Be 
your  tickets  read  "  Via  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y."    For 
and  rates  of  excursions,  etc.,  address 
P.  S.  EIJSTIS, 
Gen.  Pass.  Ag't  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y, 
lams  St.  CHICAGO. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

tS  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S,  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


FBEE 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 


clpt  of  price,— So  1 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 


FARMING 

Lands 


At  LOW  PKI.  Ks  ,,„,)  . 


"SOO"  RAILWAY 
1  EASY  TERMS. 
Michigan  and 
WiBConain. 


M.  II.., 


Timbered  Lands" 

iTulFlO     bullOS   "NormDakota. 
Many  Lands  for  Bale  on   the  CEOP  PAIMEM 
PL.VN.-"On  the  Soo  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

ntLan.ls  in  Wells.  Piarca.Bensoli,  ■VI,'"'!° 
0  Line." 

LIONITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 
Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.°° 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
There  are  excellent  opportunities  <o< 

Colonies  or  IndiriduuIa,-"Oa  the  50° 

BRETHREN   fJ^fP^!'^ 
«iiu-  the  cliiinces  "On  the  Soo  Line/' b^ 


treatment  of  the  famous  IVrsinii  Tabloids 
to  every  reader  of  the  Messenger,  now 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  and  best 
remedy  for  Chronic  Catarrh,  Kidney 
Liver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  Rheuma- 
tism ;  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  only  $1.00. 
i  nothing  and 


DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  fo,  th*  United  Statei- 


jOURJLLU^'JRATED  .  LAN  I D  ^B'^JIlS 

HALF  FARES  t$™£?ffi5*8 

RATES  on  Household  Goods,  TooB 
Teams  and  Farm  Stock,-"On  the  s0" 
Line." 

Addreas.T.  I.  HOP.D.  Land uulostrial  *«f?t«fi 

"Soo"   Kailiviu-.  iMINM'.Al'ULIS.W'™" 

Or,  4.  A.  JACK,  Travel™,-  I,n„, i jr»«™  Af"^ 

Or,  FRANK  SW1CKARD.  Tra».  Iromisralioa  Ago*. 
Mil,']  II   MAM   HESltU.  I"""" 


The  Gospel  Messenger, 


"SET  FOK    THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil. 


Vol.  34. 


Moukt  Mokhis,  III.,  August  22,  1896. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Ptbllibed  Woekly,  »t  SI. to  pet  Annon,  br 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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thing  within  the  inventive  p 
is  all  for  the  birds.  The  Lc 
vide  for  the  birds,  and  has  r 
resort  equal  to  that  anywhe 


,ver  of  man,  and  yet  it 
i  knows  how  to  pro- 
ide  for  them  a  summer 
provided  for  man. 


liy  F.  Darling  All 
.    By  C.  H.  Balsbai 


THE  SUN  DA  Y  SCHOOL,- 

Lesscn  Light  Flajlies,  .  . 

THE  YOUNG  REOPLE.- 


Can  leprosy  be  cured?  For  thousands  of  year* 
the  disease  has  been  pronounced  incurable.  But 
now  comes  another  story,  and  we  will,  from  time  to 
time,  watch  the  results  with  interest:  "The  discov- 
ery, recently,  of  a  leper  wandering  homeless  in  the 
streets  of  Paris,  has  been  followed  by  the  announce- 
that  Dr.  Boufee  has  succeeded  in  curing  severe  cas- 
es of  leprosy.  He  had  been  struck  with  the  results 
obtained  by  the  aid  of  graduated  organic  injections 
n  cases  of  eczema  and  psoriasis.  The  doctor 
ought  to  modify  the  condition  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem by  strengthening  without  exciting  it,  and  soon 
noted  the  correctness  of  his  conception.  He  also 
studied,  by  means  of  a  new  technical  process,  the 
ndition  of  the  blood  of  leprous  patients  and  suc- 
eded  in  demonstrating  the  presence  of  bacillus  of 
leprosy  which  had  never  before  been  discovered 
elsewhere  than  in  leprous  tubercles." 


GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT 


Tl     %_ 


-^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY «- 


This  is  an  age  for  wonderful  gifts,  and  it  is  well 
that  some  of  the  more  wealthy  have  taken  it  into 
their  hearts  to  make  princely  donations  for  the  good 
of  humanity.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  John  D.  Rockfell- 
er  has  given  276  acres  of  land  valued  at  S6oo,ooo,  to 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio  for  a  park.  It  is  to 
serve  as  a  pleasure  resort  for  the  weary  and  over- 
heated people  of  the  city.  In  the  eyes  ot  those 
who  reside  in  great  cities  there  is  nothing  so  enjoy- 
able as  a  delightful  park,  where  they  can  spend  ; 
day  now  and  then  breathing  the  pure  air  and  rest 
ing  beneath  the  outspreading  branches  of  the  forest 
trees.  Our  word  Paradise^  from  a  term  meanii 
park.  The  ancients  knew  no  better  way  of  express- 
ing their  idea  of  the  abode  of  the  happy  departed 
spirits  than  to  compare  it  to  a  park,  where  natur 
and  art  blends  in  one  common  union  to  give  happ: 
ness,  rest  and  comfort. 


lite 


The  birds  have  their  summer  as 
ter  resorts.     They  find  it  to  their  comfort  to 
from   one    clime   to    another.     In   Siberia, 
northern  part  of  Asia,  there  is  an  isolated  district, 
said  to  be  the  summer  home  of  half  of  the  bird 
population  of  the  world.     It  is  a  mountain 
district,  covered  by  immense  snows  until  very  late 
in  the  spring.     When   summer    comes    t 
melts   rapidly  and  lays  bare  millions  of 
swampy   lands   covered   with   an    immens 
growth.     Here  may  be  found  vast  fields. < 
'hat  grew  and  ripened  the  summer  before,  and  were 
covered  by  the  fallen  snow  just  after  they  had  ma- 
tured.    Under  the  snow  the  berries  keep  fresh,  ai 
when  the  summer  opens,  millions  of  birds  are  1 
hand  to  enjoy  a  feast  of  good  things  that  contin 
for  only  a  few  months.     As  the  sun  shines  almost 
continually  during  the  summer  mc 
of  vegetation  is  very  rapid,   and  the  yield  of  fruit 
immense.     This  is  said  to  be  the  grandest  cold  stor- 
age establishment  in  the  world.     It    excels    any 


Possibly  c 

ur  readers  have  heard  of  the  r 

nan  who, 

in  orde 

r  to 

ump  a  wide   ditch,  took  a  1 

ong  run, 

hoping 

to  gather  momentum   enough  to  s 

end  him 

across, 

but  0 

n  reaching  the  ditch  found  himself  so 

exhausted   that   it  was  necessary  for  hin 

to  rest 

a  while 

befo 

e  attempting  the  leap.     That 

is  about 

the  way  it  is 

with  the  man  who  is  all  the  w 

hile  get 

:M       f 

>r  sonic  great  undertaking,  0 

r    who  it, 

consta 

itly   i 

vaiting    for    something    usefu 

to    do 

Hespe 

ndsa 

whole  life  doing  nothing  but 

working 

up  an 

magi 

ary  momentum.     The  way  tc 

jump  a 

ditch  i 

just  to  jump  it.     And  so  it  is  about  some 

great  undertaking.  The  way  to  accomplish  such 
things  is  to  get  to  work  at  once,  and  stick  to  i'. 
Men  who  would  do  great  things  must  first  learn  to 
perform  some  very  vigorous  work  at  the  little  end, 
and  of  these  useful  undertakings  there  are  plenty 
of  little  ends  ever  ready  for  the  energetic  man  to 

lay  hold  on.  

Mecca,  the  birthplace  of  Mohammed,  is  situated 
in  Arabia,  about  forty-five  miles  east  of  the  Red 
Sea.  It  is  in  a  narrow,  sandy  valley,  running  north 
and  south,  among  the  mountains.  The  city  is  fully 
two  miles  in  length,  about  half  a  mile  wide,  and 
contains  a  population  of  nearly  60.000.  The  coun- 
try is  anything  but  inviting,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
religious  and  commercial  interest  centering  in  the 
place,  the  people  would  find  it  difficult  to  make  a  liv- 
ing, as  the  soil  is  not  productive  and  the  rainfalls  un- 
reliable. It  is  to  this  city  that  millions  of  Moham- 
medan pilgrims  have  made  their  way,  to  do  honor  to 
the  great  prophet  Mohammed.  The  roads,  from  ev- 
ery direction,  are  lined  with  the  bones  of  the  thou- 
sands who  have  perished  by  the  wayside.  At  this 
time  the  place  is  visited  yearly  by  not  less  than 
40,000  pilgrims,  the  number  decreasing  each  year. 
But  now  comes  a  curious  story  concerning  these 
pilgrims.  It  is  stated  that  all  those  who  visit 
Mecca  are  clothed  in  flowing  garments  of  white 
linen,  and  those  who  died  by  the  wayside  v 
stripped  of  their  robes,  and  the  linen  thus  secured 
sold  to  the  paper-makers.  So  great  was  this  death 
rate  years  ago,  that  the  gathering  of  the  linen  from 
the  dead  pilgrims  became  an  immense  business,  and 
proved  a  bonanza  to  the  paper-mills  that  made  a  spe- 
cialty of  fine  linen  paper.  It  was  from  this  source 
that  the  very  best  paper  was  obtained.  But  times 
have  changed.  The  Mohammedans  no  longer 
in  such  large  numbers,  undertake  these  pilgrimages, 
therefore  not  so  many  die  by  the  wayside,  and  hence 


the  inability  to  furnish  the  linen  for  the  high-grade 
material  in  the  paper  line  once  in  use  in  the  East. 
It  is  strange  that  a  great  business  should  thus  de- 
pend upon  the  death  of  thousands  of  people  for  its 
success.  

Hard  times,  scarcity  df  money,  no  work,  are  the  ' 
words  heard  on  every  hand  these  days,  but  in  the 
face  of  business  depression,  and  financial  stringen- 
cy, there  is  one  line  of  trade  that  does  not  suffer. 
The  statistics  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  iScjG, 
show  that  tobacco  has  not  only  held  its  own,  but 
that  the  consumption  of  the  weed  has  increased. 
According  to  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  there  has 
been  an  increase  over  lS.,5  of  722,356,543  cigarettes 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  that  over  four 
[lion  of  these  health-destroying  rolls  of  paper 
d  tobacco  were  made  and  smoked  last  year,  or 
about  fifty-seven  to  each  inhabitant  of  the  country. 
The  production  of  cigars  increased  73,783,504,  the 
entire  number  made  being  four  and  a  quarter  bil- 
lion. Snuff  increased  over  a  million  and  a  half 
pounds,  and  the  consumption  of  manufactured  to- 
bacco for  chewing  and  smoking  increased  by  5,397,- 
000,  the  total  output  being  253,667,13s  pounds,  or 
three  and  a  half  pounds  per  head.  Comment  is 
unnecessary.  While  the  cry  of  hard  times  prevails, 
and  the  donations  for  building  churches  and  for 
sending  out  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  are  cut  down,  the  tobacco  business 
grows  and  increases.  Brother,  how  much  of  this  in- 
crease is  chargeable  to  you?  How  much  of.the„ 
Lord's  money  are  you  spending  in  this  way?  The 
other  day  a  woman  at  Old  Orchard  fasted  three 
days  that  she  might  give  the  one  dollar  she  thus 
saved  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel.  Will  not  this 
woman  rise  up  in  the  day  of  judgment  and  con- 
demn the  Christian  tobacco  chewer  and  smoker? 


In  June,  1893,  Dr.  Fridtjof  Nanscn,  a  Norwegian 
of  fine  scientific  attainments,  started  on  a  trip  to 
the  North  Pole.  He  sailed  in  a  vessel  constructed 
especially  for  the  ice  fields,  and  it  was  thought 
that,  when  the  vessel  should  be  caught  between 
two  large  floating  bodies  of  ice,  instead  of  being 
crushed,  that  the  ice  wou'd  slip  under  the  vessel, 
and  thus  lift  it  bodily  from  the  point  of  danger. 
When  the  vessel  sailed,  the  doctor's  wife,  dressed 
in  white,  stood  on  the  shore  and  waved  her  hus- 
band a  cheerful  farewell.  During  his  long  and  dan- 
gerous voyage,  she  wanted  him  to  think  of  her  as  a 
cheerful  and  courageous  wife.  Nothing  definite 
was  heard  of  him,  after  entering  the  great  ice 
fields,  until  a  few  days  ago.  It  is  now  reported 
that  he  is  on  his  way  home,  and  will  reach  civiliza- 
tion in  a  short  time.  He  will  be  able  to  give  an 
interesting  account  of  his  thrilling  adventure.  It  is 
already  reported  that,  when  within  360  miles  of  the 
pole,  in  company  with  one  of  his  trusted  men  and 
dogs,  he  left  the  vessel,  and  started  over  the  ice  for 
the  pole,  and  would  have  reached  the  coveted  spot, 
had  not  his  dogs  given  out.  But  the  two  men  got 
lost  from  the  vessel,  and  not  finding  it,  made 
their  way  south  over  great  fields  of  ice  and  snow, 
and  after  nearly  one  year  were  picked  up  by  a 
steamer  near  Franz-Joseph  Land,  north  of  western 
Siberia.  The  men  state  that  the  vessel  and  her 
crew  were  in  fine  condition  when  they  left,  in  the 
fall  of  1895,  and  that  the  ship  will  probably  float 
south  with  the  ice.  It  is  said  that  Dr.  Nansen's 
wife,  has,  all  along,  had  the  utmost  faith  in  her  hus- 
band's undertaking,  and  believed  that  he  would  be 
permitted  to  return  in  safety.  What  power  there 
is  in  even  human  faith!  But  the  faith  that  is  di- 
vine far  excels  it. 
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"Ah!  the  cheer! 


Iderness. 


If ihe  wc 

Go  build  houses  in  it; 
Wilh  it  help  your  loneliness 

On  the  winds  to  din  it. 
Raise  a  hut,  however  slight, 

Weeds  and  bramble  smother, 
And  to  roof  and  meal  invite 
Some  forlomer  brother. 


It  the  world's 


vale  of  I 


Smile  till  rainbo 


ispa 


Breathe  the  love  that  life  ende 
Clear  from  clouds  to  fan  it. 

Of  your  gladness  lend  a  gleam 
Unto  souls  that  shiver; 

Show  them  how  dark  sorrow's 
Blends  with  hope's  bright  rn 


THE  DIVINITY  OF  CHRIST. 

A   SERMON    liV    I.   J.    ROSENBERGER. 

"  The  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwell  among  us  and  we  be- 
held his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father 
full  of  grace  and  truth."— John  I:  14. 

It  is  apparent  to  every  careful  Bible  reader,  that 
Christ,  while  in  the  world,  had  two  natures.  This 
is  clearly  indicated  in  our  text.  We  call  one  hu- 
man, the  other  divine.  That  he  was  human,  a  man 
among  men,  there  is  no  question.  Upon  that  we 
need  spend  no  time.  But  as  to  his  divine  side, — 
his  divinity, — it  is  now,  and  has  been,  a  grave  ques- 
,  tion.  I  bid  you,  with  me,  to  pause,  peflect  and  con- 
sider this  question: 

PRG-posmoN. — Christ  was  the  Son  of  the  living 
God,  and  is  now  the  Savior  of  mankind,  the  world's 
Redeemer,  hence  divine. 

The  first  proof  in  support  of  our  proposition  is 
profane  history,  left  us  by  that  renowned  historion, 
Josephus.     (Book  iS,  Chapter  3,  Section  3.)     "Now 


there  was  about  th 
be  lawful  to  call  him  a  aaa, 
wonderful  works,  a  teacher 
the  truth  with  pleasure, 
both  many  of  the  Jews  ar 
He  was  (the)  Christ.  And 
gestion  of  the  principal  mi 


f  it 

for  he  was  a  doer  of 
of  such  men  as  receive 
He  drew  over  to  him 
d  many  of  the  Gentiles 
when  Pilate,  at  the  sug- 
n   among  us,   had  con- 


demned him  to  the  cross;  those  that  loved  him  at 
the  first  did  not  forsake  him.  For  he  appeared  to 
them  alive  again  the  third  day,  as  the  divine  proph- 
ets had  foretold  these  and  ten  thousand  other  won- 
derful things  concerning  him;  and  the  tribe  of 
Christians  so  named  from  him,  are  not  extinct  at 
this  day." 

I  present  this  evidence,  first,  because  of  its  great 
weight.  It  is  an  admission  of  a  disbeliever,  an  op- 
ponent, an  enemy  to  my  proposition, — an  unbeliev- 
ing Jew,  though  as  a  historian  he  is  of  high  repute. 
For  his  day,  Josephus  is  without  his  equal.  He  says 
Christ  appeared  alive  again  to  them,  the  third 
day.  This  proves  that  Christ  was  divine,  for 
nothing  can  break  the  bands  of  death  but  divinity. 

2.  We  name  the  manner  of  Christ's  teaching  as 
proof  of  his  divinity.  In  his  inaugural  address,  Mat- 
thew 7,  he  repeatedly  quotes  from  the  law  of  Mo- 
ses, by  saying,  "  Ye  have  heard  that  it  was  said  by 
them  of  old  time,"  etc.  He  follows  each  expres- 
sion with  the  strong  language,  "But  I  say  unto  you," 
etc.  None  but  Divinity  could  teach  that  way. 
Matthew  7:  28,  29  says,  "  The  people  were  aston- 
ished at  his  doctrine,  for  he  taught  them  as  one 
having  authority,  and  not  as  the  scribes."  When 
Christ  preached  in  Capernaum  "they  were  aston- 
ished at  his  doctrine;  for  his  word  was  with  power." 
Luke  4:  32.    When  Christ  was  in  the  temple  teach- 


ing, "  the  officers  answered,  Never  man  spake  like 
this  man."     John  7:  46. 

3.  The  overcoming  power  of  the  simple  person  of 
Christ,  in  awakening  sin  in  the  heart,  was  evidence 
of  his  Divinity.  When  Christ  met  that  company  of 
wearied  fishermen,  who  had  toiled  all  the  night  and 
caught  nothing,  he  told  them,  "Launch  out  into 
the  deep,  and  let  down  your  nets  for  a  draught  .  .  . 
And  when  they  had  this  done,  they  enclosed  a 
great  multitude  of  fishes  and  their  net  brake  .... 
When  Simon  Peter  saw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jesus' 
knees,  saying,  Depart   from  me;  for  I  am  a  sinful 


SO-CALLED  DIFFICULTIES  REGARDING  SCRipt^T 


DAKLEV  ALLEN. 


Many  people  seem  to  have  great  troubl 
the  Scriptures.  So  much  is  stated  which  th 
not  know,  cannot  understand,  and  are 


powe 
anity  1 


When  Christ  came  into  a  certain  country;  "there 
met  him  two  possessed  with  devils,  coming  out  of 
the  tombs,  exceedingly  fierce,  so  that  no  man  might 
pass  that  way.  And  behold,  they  cried  out,  saying, 
What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jesus  thou  Son  of 
I  God?  Art  thou  come  hither  to  torment  us  before 
the  time?"  Here  are  vivid  marks  of  divir 
Such  convincing  and  convicting  power  hu 
unable  to  exert;  it  requires  Divinity. 

4.  "The  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in 
a  dream,  saying,  Joseph,  thou  son  of  David,  fear 
not  to  take  unto  thee  Mary  thy  wife,  for  that  which 
is  conceived  of  her  is  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Hence, 
in  a  sense,  the  Holy  Ghost  was  Christ's  father. 
This  is  again  an  evidence  of  Christ's  Divinity. 

5.  His  plans  for  conquest  were  different  to  any 
of  those  who  had  gone  before  him.  In  olden  time 
it  was  "  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth," 
but  Christ's  teaching  is,  "  resist  not  evil."  "Over- 
come evil  with  good."  Even  the  conquests  of  Mo- 
ses, were  sought  and  gained  by  carnal  weapons, 
while  the  weapons  of  the  Christian's  conquests, 
"  arc  not  carnal  but  spiritual,"  having  the  Word 
for  our  sword,  faith  for  our  shield,  etc. 

6.  His  mental  characteristics  were  without  a  par- 
allel in  nature.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  was  found 
in  the  temple,  "  sitting  in  the  midst  of  the  doctors, 
both  hearing  them,  and  asking  them  questions.  And 
all  that  heard  him  were  astonished  at  his  under- 
standing and  answers."  The  explanation  he  gave 
to  his  parents  because  of  his  absence  from  them 
was,  "  I  must  be  about  my  Father's  business." 

When  Christ  was  teaching  in  the  synagogue  in 
his  own  country,  "  they  were  astonished  and  said, 
Whence  hath  this  man  this  wisdom,  and  these 
mighty  works?  Is  not  this  the  carpenter's  son?  Is 
not  his  mother  called  Mary?  and  his  brethren  James, 
and  Joses,  and  Simon,  and  Judas?  And  his  sisters, 
are  they  not  all  with  us?  Whence  then  hath  this 
man  all  these  things?" 

At  another  time,  "the  Jews 
How  knoweth  this  man  lette: 
learned."  Again,  Christ's  teaching  was  without 
doubts  or  opinions, — was  positive,  absolute.  For 
example,  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they 
shall  see  God." 

The  foregoing  are  all  way-mark: 
to  the  Divinity  of  Christ. 

7.  "  Men  are  products  of  the  age."  Circumstan- 
ces render  them  what  they  are.  Luther,  Knox  and 
Calvin  were  men  of  renown.  Their  success,  as  re- 
formers, will  enable  them  to  go  down  the  stream  of 
time  on  the  page  of  history  as  men  of  high  repute. 
But  their  environments  were  important  auxiliaries  in 
their  success.  Not  so  with  Christ,  the  World's  Re- 
deemer. He  was  poor,  despised  and  rejected  of 
men.  He  chose  for  his  help,  fishermen,  tax-gather- 
ers, etc.  He  chose  "the  foolish  things,"  "the 
weak  things,"  "  the  base  things,"  "  the  despised 
things,"  and  "  the  things  that  are  not,  to  bring  to 
nought  the  things  that  are!" 

8.  The  resurrection  of  Christ  is  an  argument  of 
towering  strength  which  simply  establishes  the  Di- 
vinity of  Christ;  the  doctrine  of  our  proposition. 
Each  of  the  Evangelists  narrates  the  circumstance 
in  detail.  Paul  re-affirms  the  doctrine,  while  Peter 
alludes  to  it  in  a  familiar  way  as  a  fact.  And,  as 
we  have  shown,  Josephus  though  a  disbeliever  in 
the  Divinity  of  Christ's  person,  yet  he  says  that 
Christ  was  crucified  and  arose  the  third  day,  as  was 
foretold  by  the  prophets,  and,  I  add,  as  was  foretold 
by  Christ  himself. 


narveled,   saying, 
s,     having    never 


tinting  clearly 
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obey,  that  they  sometimes  discredit  the  whole      ° 
ord,  because  of  their  difficulties  in  regard  to 
tain  statements.     Yet  the   Book  goes  on  its  w 
blessing  the  whole   world   and  proving  its  SUD 
human  origin  by  its  power  to  elevate  all  who  11 
in  accordance  with  its  teachings.     One  by  one  th 
difficulties  which  men  have  thought  disproved  th 
truth  of  the  Scriptures,  vanish  in  the  light  of  d' 
covery   and   research.     No    longer  do   infidels 
sert  that,  in  Moses'   day,  writing  had   not  been  in 
vented;   that  there    were   no   such   people  as  th 
Hittites,  no  such  city  as  Nineveh,  no  such  countrv 
as  Edom;  that   the   Nicean  council   compiled  the 
New   Testament;   and  scores   of  other  statements 
which  were  strongly  urged  by  skeptics  a  few  years 
ago,  but  which  recent  discoveries  have  disproved. 

The  account  of  the  quails,  given  in  the  book  of 
Numbers,  has,  time  and  again,  been  referred  to  by 
infidels  as  one  of  the  "mistakes"  of  Moses,  and 
articles  by  the  score  have  been  written  about  it 
and  scattered  far  and  wide  through  infidel  periodi- 
cals and  pamphlets.  But  the  argument  is  founded 
on  ignorance,  as  has  been  so  often  shown  by  our 
learned  students  of  the  Bible.  In  his  famous 
pamphlet  on  "The  Inspiration  of  the  Bible,"  H, 
L.  Hastings,  the  well-known  "  anti-infidel,"  writes 
so  interestingly  and  so  ably  regarding  this  infidel 
objection  to  the  account  of  the  quails  that  I  beg 
leave  to  present  his  remarks.  Those  of  us  who 
are  sometimes  afraid  that  infidelity  can  give  the 
Bible  some  hard  knocks,  from  which  it  cannot 
help  but  suffer,  should  note  the  ease  with  which 
one  of  the  most  strongly-urged  arguments  of  infi- 
dels is  met  by  one  who  has  given  the  subject  at- 
tention. Mr.  Hastings  says:  -  c 
"  After  speaking  once  in  the  City  of  Boston,  j... 
ex-minister  came  to  me  and  told  ^•MSfe'the  ftfble/ 
was  not  true,  for  there  was  that  story  which  Mor% 
ses  told  about  the  quails.  Israel  lusted  after  flesh 
and  the  Lord  sent  them  quails  to  eat,  and  they  fell 
by  the  camp  a  day's  journey  on  each  side,  or  over 
a  territory  forty  miles  across,  and  they  were  two 
cubits  deep  on  the  ground,  and  the  Israelites  ate 
them  for  a  full  month.  I  have  in  my  possession 
an  infidel  paper  which  was  published  in  Boston,  in 
which  there  is  about  a  column  of  arguments  and 
figures  on  this  'quail  story; '  giving  an  estimate  of 
the  number  of  bushels  of  quails  that  were  piled  up 
over  the  country,  and  showing  that  when  they 
were  divided  among  the  people,  each  one  would 
have  2,888,643  bushels  of  quails,  which  they  were 
to  eat  during  the  month;  giving  each  poor  Israel- 
ite 69,620  bushels  of  quails  to  eat  at  each  meal  for 
thirty  days,  and  therefore  the  Bible  was  not  true! 
That  is  the  meat  on  which  these  sceptical  Ciesars 
grow  so  wondrous  great. 

"  I  said  to  talis  gentleman,  '  The  Bible  does  not 
say  any  such  thing!'  He  replied  that  it  certainly 
did;  but  I  answered  that  it  did  not  say  any  such 
thing.  He  insisted  that  it  did.  'Well,'  said  I, 
'find  it!"  And  when  you  ask  an  infidel  to  fi«i 
anything  in  the  Bible,  you  generally  have  him. 
He  could  not  find  the  place;  so  I  turned  over  to 
the  eleventh  chapter  of  Numbers,  and  there  read 
that  instead  of  the  birds  being  packed  like  cord- 
wood  on  the  ground,  three  feet  deep,  the  account 
says  that  the  Lord  brought  the  quails  from  the 
sea,  and  let  them  fall  by  the  camp,  as  it  were 
'two  cubits  high;  or  about  three  feet  high  uponi 
or  above  the  face  of  the  earth.  That  is,  instead  of 
flying  overhead  and  out  of  reach,  they  were 
brought  in  about  three  feet  high  where  any  "W 
could  take  as  many  of  them  as  he  chose.  And 
this  sceptical  friend  had  got  the  birds  packed  sol- 
id, three  feet  deep,  over  a  territory  forty  m'|fj 
across.  As  if  I  should  say  that  a  flock  of  wild 
geese  flew  as  high  as  a  church  spire,  and  some 
one  should  insist  that  they  were  packed  solid  f«"a 
the  ground  up,  a  hundred    teet  high!    This  >*  a 
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BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

The  Stundists.— A  Tranquil  Sleep.— Whitefield.-Home- 
sickness. 

Mention  has  often  been  made  in  the  Gospel 
Aessenger  of  the  Stundists  in  Russia,  who,  with 
he  Armenians,  are  passing,  though  in  a  milder 
0rm,  through  the  fire  of  persecution.  They  are 
lithful  servants  of  Jesus  Christ  who,  fond  of  the 
ause  and  triumph  of  the  Gospel,  prefer  to  suffer 
ill  the  torments,  invented  by  men,  rather  than  to 
,bjure  their  faith  in  the  living  Christ. 

etymology  of  Stundist  comes  from  the  Ger- 
man "Slimde,"  which  means  "hour"  but  implies 
,lso  •'  lesson,"  which  was  no  doubt  applied  to  the 
religious  service  of  the  Protestant  colonists  estab- 
lished in  the  south  of  Russia.  It  was,  in  fact,  in 
righborhood  of  these  colonies  that  Stundism 
:inatcd  about  the  year  1S5S.  It  was  at  Ras- 
situated  near  Rohrback,  about 
seventy  miles  northeast  of  Odessa,  that  we  can 
place  the  first  cradle  of  Stundism.  It  has,  since 
spread  considerably  in  the  neighboring  prov- 
inces of  Kiew,  Poltova,  Ekaterinoslav,  Saratov,  as 
Samara.  As  it  happened  to  the  origin  of 
Christendom,  proscription  even  has  helped  to 
agate  the  new  religion,  so  much  so  that  those 
condemned  to  deportation  have  become  the  mis- 
sionaries of  Stundism  in  Caucasia  and  Siberia. 

But  let  us  examine  their  Gospel  principles!     The 
eading  of  the  New  Testament,  which  is  to  them 
God's  revelation,  is  the  first  article  of  their  creed. 
They  affirm  that  all  spiritual  authority  is  needless; 
that  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  to  have  priests 
ct  as  mediators  between  God  and  man.     God, 
jrding  to   their  ideas,   is  an  almighty  and  all- 
ciful  Being,  hence  every  man  can  communicate 
ctly   with   him,    without    the    intervention     of 
taints  and   pi<M«^  '  They   consequently   reject    the 
jlltus  of  images,  virgin   and   saints.     The   universal 
priesthood  of   the   believers  is  one  of   their  most 
ndearing  doctrines.     "  Reconciled  to  God  through 
ifice  of  the  cross,  we  have  no   more  need 
I  (say  they)  of  earthly  intercessors,  and  every  man 
a   priest   in    his    own   house."     They   know   the 
spel  thoroughly.     Man   being  the  most  perfect 
I  being  in  creation,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  re- 
re   from    him  everything  that  is    prejudicial  to 
happiness   and    well-being.     For    this    reason 
f  the  Stundist   takes  a  particular   care  of  his  body 
I  that  it  might  become  a  good  instrument  for  the  ac- 
tivity of  the  soul.     The  principles  of  liberty,  fra- 
ternity and  love,  which  form  the  basis  of  their  so- 
and  religious    doctrine,    extend   as   far  as  the 
al  division  of  all  their  lands  and  goods.     Work 
obligatory    to  all,     Crime,   misdemeanor,   law- 
suits, offense  are  things  unknown  among  them. 
With  such  principles  it  is  not  surprising  to  find 
I  pure  morals  among  them  and  an  ideal  family  life, 
severe,   moral   discipline   reigns    among    them, 
I  hence  their  villages  and  houses  have  an  aspect  of 
cleanliness,   order   and    prosperity,    which   bear    a 
ting  contrast   with  the   villages  and  homes  of 
"  orthodoxes."    They  are  neither  communists 
I  nor  anarchists,  but  the  faithful  and   peaceable  sub- 
|  jects  of  the  Czar  for  whom  they  always  pray  with 
earnestness.     They  are  against  usury,  mili- 
tarism  and    war.     .     .     As    we,     of    the    Brethren 
church,  are,  in  some  points,  of  one  mind  and  heart 
with   the  Stundists,  we   surely  ought  to  commend 
faith,  their  heroism,  and  the  holy  character 
religious   and  moral   life,  which  so  much 


filled  an  adjoining  room  with  their  shouts  and 
blasphemies.  Whitcfield,  filled  with  horror  and 
compassion,  had  gone  to  bed,  but  could  not  sleep. 
"  I  must  go  and  reprove  them,"  said  the  holy  man. 
His  friend  endeavored  to  dissuade  him.  But  the 
faithful  servant  of  God,  unable  to  remain  any  long- 
er in  bed,  got  up,  ran  to  the  room  where  these  men 
were,  and,  with  the  eloquence  and  power  peculiar 
to  him,  began  to  upbraid  them.  But  his  words 
produced  no  effect  nor  impression  on  these  tough 
creatures.  Whitefield  returned  to  his  room  and 
went  to  bed.  "Well,  what  have  you  gained  by 
your  discourse,"  said  his  friend?  "A  good  sleep," 
responded  Whitefield.  In  lact,  a  few  moments 
later  the  great  evangelist  was  sound  aslaep. 

This  conduct  of  Whitefield  is  a  living  commen- 
tary of  this  declaration  of  Ezekiel  3:  19,  "If  thou 
warn  the  wicked,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wick- 
edness, nor  from  his  wicked  way,  he  shall  die  in 
his  iniquity;  but  thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul." 

Alas!  how  many  servants  of  God  sleep  more 
tranquilly  than  Whitefield  because  their  conscience 
is  less  delicate.  May  God  give  them  more  anxiety 
concerning  those  souls  that  are  perishing  because 
they  have  not  been  warned! 

"  He  which  converteth  the  sinner  from  the  error 
of  his  way  shall  save  a  soul  from  death  and  shall 
hide  a  multitude  of  sin."  "  They  that  turn  many 
to  righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for  ever 
and  ever." 


I  hears  resemblance  to  the  early 
hey  ought  to  be  remembered  i 
address  the  Almighty  Father 
I  who  suffer  for  righteousness'  sa 
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The  great  Whitefield  and  a  Christian  friend,  who 

*ars  trav£ling  with  him,  were  one  night  greatly  dis- 

ed  by  a  gang  of  gamblers  and  carousers  who 


We  are  beginning  to  feel  the  first  pangs  of  home- 
sickness, the  yearnings  for  the  beings  and  things 
we  have  left  behind.  We  miss  the  many  avenues 
to  intellectual  refreshment,  and  that  recreation 
which  is  really  re-creation,  always  open  to  friends 
at  home,— the  evening  lecture,  prayer  meeting,  or 
social  gathering,  where  one  meets  new  faces,  and 
feels  the  inspiration  of  new  thought  and  the  kind- 
ling of  fresh  feeling;  the  little  trip  by  railway  or 
steamer,  which  gives  one  a  change  of  scene  and 
air,  the  crimson  current  coursing  through  the  veins 
with  quickened  life  and  healthful  glow,  sending 
the  renovated  worker  back  to  the  once  tiresome 
monotony  and  wearing  routine  of  daily  toil,  with 
new  zest  and  enthusiasm. 

How  we  sometimes  long,  with  unutterable  yearn- 
ings, to  take  "the  wings  of  the  morning,"  and 
spend  one  day,  or  one  hour  even,  with  friends  by 
the  old  fireside,— to  sit  down  at  the  home  table 
with  those  so  far  away!  T°  gather  with  them 
around  the  family  altar  once  more,  or  go  up  to 
the  house  of  God  in  company.  How  good  it  would 
be  to  hear  again  a  sermon  from  the  lips  of  our 
dear  ministers!  To  drop  in  at  one  of  the  weekly 
church  prayer  meetings  and  unite  in  the  song  of 
praise,  and  the  fervent  supplications  in  a  civilized 
tongue!  What  a  rest  of  soul  it  would  be  to  spend 
an  evening  with  aged,  experienced  Christians  who 
are   praying,   "Thy   kingdom    come,"    and   sit    at 


ual  working."  And  all  this  proceeding  necessa- 
rily out  of  the  first  two  words, — "From  zohom." 
O,  it  is  wonderful!  And  this  is  for  Oregon,  and 
Colorado,  and  Nebraska,  and  many  other  lonely 
corners  where  unbelief  fails  to  sec  the  essential 
unity  and  living  compactness  of  the  Mystical 
Body.  "  What  noEsT  thou  here?"  Sitting  dumb 
and  despairing  in  the  cave,  or  holding  blessed, 
soul-gladdening,  soul-invigorating  communion  with 
Him  in  whom  "  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  God- 
head ?  " 

Your  letter  gives  abundant  evidence  that  God 
is  with  you  as  He  was  with  Elijah  though  he  wist 
it  not.  Your  lamentation  for  congenial  society  is 
almost  a  wail.  Who  was  ever  in  such  uncongenial 
environment  as  the  Sinless  One  in  a  world  of  sin- 
ners? To  Him  it  was  all  St.  I.ouis,  Chicago,  San 
Francisco,  Oregon,  and  Colorado.  What  does! 
Thou  here,  Jesus?  He  is  the  ideal  man,  not  only  as 
to  character,  but  as  to  conduct  and  work.  The  voice 
of  the  Holy  One  comes  to  thee  in  thy  lowly  Oregon 
home,  "  What  DOEST  thou  here?"  If  there  is  one 
lost  sinner  within  the  reach  of  your  influence, 
let  that  be  the  Providential  indication  of  your  mis- 
sion. "  Go  about  doing  good,"  as  the  Ideal  Man 
did.  Acts  10:  38.  We  are  more  ready  to  excuse 
ourselves  from  unpleasant  duties,  than  to  accept 
Providential  appointments.  Such  a  cj^y  for  Divine 
immanence  and  fellowship;  and  such  hunger  and 
thirst  for  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom,  as 
your  letter  reveals,  will  surely  and  gloriously  be 
satisfied  in  due  time.  "CHRIST  cannot  DENY  Him- 
self." 2  Tim.  2:  13.  Christ  in  the  heart  and 
Christ  on  the  throne  never  collide.  Eph.  3:  17; 
Rom.  8:  34.  He  that  pleads  for  you  in  heaven, 
works  i'«  you  "to  will  and  to  do  of  His  good  plcas- 


■  feet 

■  lips! 


nd  seek  counsel  and  learn 
But 
"Though  in  distant  lands  we  sigh, 
Parched  beneath  the  hostile  sky; 
Though  the  deep  between  us  rolls 
Friendship  shall  unite  our  souls; 
And  in  faith's  well-known  domain 
Within  the  vail  we'll  meet  again! ' 


WHAT  DOEST  THOU  HERE,  ELIJAH ?-i  Kings  19:  o. 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

Not  "  what  doest  thou  here?  "  but  what  doest  thou 
here?  "  God  had  sent  him  to  Horcb  for  a  purpose. 
God  has  a  programme  for  every  life.  You  are  no 
exception.  Like  Elijah  in  his  case,  you  seem  to 
think  your  lonely  home  in  Oregon  cuts  you  off 
from  doing  any  work  for  Christ  that  is  worth  un- 
dertaking. In  this  you  are  mistaken.  Have  you 
no  neighbors?  Is  there  no  unsaved  soul  near,  to 
whom  you  can  represent  the.  beauty  and  manifest 
the  power  of  Christ?  No  member  of  the  body 
of  Christ  is  so  isolated  that  no  Divine  pulse  can 
throb  to  some  one  else. 

O,  that  we  knew  the  vital  meaning  of  Eph.  4:  15, 
16!     "Fitly,"  "compacted,"   "supplieth,"    "effect- 
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always"  in  Matt.  28:  20  is  inexpn 
id  the  "  lo  "  makes  it  sweeter.  And  all  this 
is  meant  for  that  lonely,  weeping,  longing,  despond- 
ing worker  in  Oregon.  "What  doest  thou  here, 
Elijah?"  Let  not  your  circumstances  throw  you 
back  upon  yourself,  for  that  means  defeat  and  dis- 
aster. Cast  your  whole  weight  with  all  your  accu- 
mulated burdens  on  Him  who  holds  all  the  resourc- 
es of  Deity  at  your  service.  Let  it  be  Jesus  only! 
Put  yourself  wholly  under  the  redeeming  and 
transfiguring  power  of  Him  whose  sublime  mission 
it  is  lo  take  sinners  and  transform  them  into  liv- 
ing photographs  of  Jehovah-Jesus,  and  make  them 
co-workers  with  Him  in  the  salvation  of  the  world. 
"What    doest   thou    here?"     "Let    this    mind    he 

in  you,  WHICH  WAS  ALSO  IN   .CHRIST    JESUS."       Philpp. 

2:  5.  Live  the  life  of  God  in  the  flesh,  and  make 
hand  and  foot,  eye  and  ear,  tongue  and  lip,  tes- 
tify to  the  presence  and  peace,  and  love  and  power 
of  Jesus.  Let  all  self-pleasing  be  burned  up  in 
the  Holy  Flame  of  that  love  which  moved  God  to 
sacrifice  His  Son  tor  you,  for  me,  for  mankind!  Just 
be  a  miniature  Christ,  an  anointed  one,  radiating 

ind  light  of  God  on  all  you  meet. 

Deposit,  Pa. 

IS  THERE  A  GOD? 
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The  very  first  words  in 
beginning  God  created  the  h 
Moses  proceeds  at  once  tc 
simply  assuming  God's  e 
God  as  though  his  existen 
accepted  thing,  without  attempting  to  explain  it 
or  to  give  any  reasons  to  prove  it.  This  very  re- 
markable thing  runs  all  through  the  Bible  with  but 
little  modification,  and  yet  almost  all  men,  in  all 
ithout  regard  to  early  training  or  surround- 
ditions,  believe  most  confidently  in  the  ex- 


ages. 


stenc 


of  a  God. 


This  question  of  ready  belief  is  to  be  under- 
stood on  no  other  ground  than  that  it  is  according 
to  the  constitution  of  the  mind,— the  moral  and 
spiritual  nature  of  man.  It  is  the  principle  of  the 
God-life  within  us,— a  soul-force  given  in  the  cre- 
ation,—reaching  out  and  back  after  the  God  that 
gave  it.     In  other  words,  it  is  so  much  of  God  in 


THE    GOSPEL    MESSBNG-ER. 


August 


man,  demonstrating   its   existence  and  developing 
its  trend. 

Every  movement  of)  he  soul  after  improvement 
and  good  must  have  its  foundation  in  such  a  be- 
lief in  some  form.  This  is  the  foundation  of  all 
religion,— properly  so  called, — and,  at  the  same 
lan's  tendency  to  religion  of  some 
n  offspring  of  God,  with  a  hidden 
nergy  actuating  him,  is  a  worship- 
he  condition   of  the  world  to-day 
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:  the  basis  of  the 


arriage  relation, 


tended  to  bring  happiness,  social  order,  and  the 
honorable  continuation  of  the  race.  Where  such 
conditions  exist  and  manifestations  of  purpose, 
who  is  blind  enough  to  say  that  there  is  not  an  in- 
telligent and  almighty  Purposer? 

"Thou,  Lord,  in  the  beginning  hast  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  earth;  and  the  heavens  are  the 
works  of  thy  hands.  They  shall  perish,  but  thou 
remainest;  and  they  shall  wax  old  as  doth  a  gar- 
ment; and  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  fold  them  up, 


strong  reasons, — rea- 
sons unanswerable  in  themselves,— to  prove  that 
there  is  a  God?  True,  our  minds  are  taxed  even  to 
bewilderment  in  contemplating  God  as  an  uncreat- 
ed, self-existent  Being,— supreme,  perfect,  eternal, 
the  fountain  of  being,  the  solution  of  all  mysteries, 
the  eternal  Father  of  us  alll  O  thou  most  stupen- 
dous thought,  how  thy  weight  doth  exhaust  our 
strength!  Are  the  heights  and  depths  of  the  Infin- 
ite to  be  measured  by  the  finite?  God!  How 
great  is  God!  How  small  is  man!  Jehovah  being 
"  as  high  as  heaven,  what  canst  thou  do?  Deeper 
than  hell;  what  canst  thou  know?"  Yet  is  there 
not  something  in  our  reach? 

God  is  the  explanation  of  all  causes  and  myster- 
ies to  the  man  who  accepts  him  as  the  Creator  and 
upholder  of  all  things.  This  man  has  an  easy  and 
pleasant  way  to  account  for  things,— even  things 
which,  to  us,  seem  wrong.  But  the  man  who  cuts 
God  out  of  everything,  is  the  man  in  trouble,  shut 
up  in  perplexity  and  disappointment,  without  light 
or  comfort,  not  able  to  account  for  anything  from 
the  touch  of  a  child's  finger  to  the  power  of  an 
earthquake.  How  are  things  to  be  accounted  for, 
if  not  on  the  ground  of  an  intelligent  first  c: 
the  person  of  a  God.  Fate  and  chance  only  are 
left. 

Fate  is  the  doctrine  of  "  inevitable  necessity." 
It  claims  that  all  things  are  what  they  are  by  a  law 
based  on  the  necessity  of  things.  The  law,  it  is 
supposed,  is  independent  of  divine  origin  and  con- 
trol. But  this  even  implies  a  God,  for  where  there 
is  a  law  there  must  be  a  law-maker.  The  fact  is 
God  is  so  large  (filling  all  space  as  the  Indian 
thinks)  that  it  is  hard  to  frame  propositions  with- 
out hitting  him  somewhere. 

Chance  is  the  doctrine  of  no  "  defined  or  recog- 
nized cause,"— that  things  are  the  result  of  "  acci- 
dent." That  is  to  say,  that  there  is  an  "  accident- 
"  ere  that  has  an  "accidental  ex- 
;  an  ".accidental  control "  of  all 
cident  "  upon  "  accident,"  with- 
lese  two  great  systems, — fate  and 
chance,— the  well-balanced  mind  turns  away. 
They  say,  as  the  fool,  in  David's  day,  said  in  his 
heart,  "  There  is  no  God."  They  have  no  use  for  a 
God  to  mark  the  line  of  a  rolling  planet  or  direct 
the  course  of  a  sparrow. 

Not  only  are  we  unable  to  explain  why  the  world 
exists  if  there  is  no  God,  but  the  indications  of  de- 
sign are  also  unaccountable.  On  every  hand  are 
evidences  of  adaptation.  The  world  is  adapted  to 
man  and  beast  and  they  to  the  world.  The  pro- 
ducts of  the  soil  support  physical  life.  Air  and 
lungs  are  correlatives.  The  birds  in  the  air  and  the 
fishes  in  the  sea  prove  that  there  is  adaptation  ev- 
erywhere and  in  everything.  This  indicates  intelli- 
gence and  design,  and  these  do  not  belong  to  mat- 
ter but  to  mind.  The  display  of  "  fitness  "  and  de- 
sign on  every  hand,  indicates  that  there  is  a  de- 
signer. The  provision  for  the  continuation  of  the 
race  is  one  of  the  strongest  indications  of  a  God. 
The  two  sexes,  mutually  dependent,  about  equal  in 


and  they  shall  be  changed;  but  thou  art  the  sarr 
and  thy  years  shall  not  fail." 
Meyerhocffcr's  Store,  Va. 

'•  HONOR  THE  LORD  WITH  THY  SUBSTANCE." 

BY   CHAS.    M.    YEAROUT. 
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The  church  of  God.  under  the  former  dispensa- 
tion, was  required  to  give  one-tenth  of  all  their  in- 
crease, and  the  first  fruits  were  given  to  the  Lord. 
The  Lord  received  his  share  first.  But  this  rule 
seems  to  be  reversed  now.  We  are  so  habituated  to 
attending  to  our  own  wants  first,  and  if  there  is  any- 
thing left,  after  all  our  wants  and  obligations  are  met, 
le  Lord  may  receive  a  little,  provided  some 
one  will  call  upon  us,  and  urge  the  necessity  of  our 
giving  towards  the  support  of  the  Lord's  cause. 
Very  often  a  dozen  excuses  are  offered  for  not  giv- 
ing to  the  Lord. 

I  was  once  present  at  a  church  meeting  where 
money  was  being  raised  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  church.  One  brother  said,  he  was  too 
poor  to  give  anything  to  the  church.  I  went  home 
with  this  brother,  and  he  soon  after  got  ready  to  go 
to  town,  and  the  sister  sent  for  rice,  coffee,  and  va- 
rious other  articles,  and  the  pocket-book  was 
brought  out,  and  had  more  than  enough  money  in 
it  to  pay  for  all  these  articles,  amounting  to  three  or 
four  dollars,  but  not  a  penny  in  it  for  the  Lord. 

The  Jews  were  the  wealthiest  people  on  earth, 
and  gave  more  to  the  Lord's  cause  than  any  other 
people.  The  Lord  rewards  those  who  give  to  him. 
"  Bring  ye  all  the  tithes  into  the  store  house,  that 
there  may  be  meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me 
now  herewith,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not 
open  you  the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out 
a  blessing,  that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to 
receive  it."     Mai.  3:  10. 

God  charged  his  ancient  people  with  robbing  him 
of  tithes  and  offerings,  and  says:  "  Ye  are  cursed 
with  a  curse:  for  ye  have  robbed  me,  even  this 
whole  nation."  Verses  8,  9.  "The  earth  is  the 
Lord's,  and  the  fulness  thereof." 

All  that  we  have  comes  from  the  Lord.  We  are 
represented  as  God's  stewards.  Do  we  return  to 
the  Lord  that  which  belongs  to  him?  Are  we  giv- 
ing to  the  Lord  his  share  of  the  increase?  If  not, 
are  we  not  unjust  stewards,  and  in  danger  of  losing 
our  reward?  The  Lord  needs  our  means  and  best 
talents,  to  carry  forward  the  great  work  of  human 
salvation,  and  inasmuch  as  we  are  not  all  situated 
or  qualified  to  go  out  and  carry  Christ's  last  and 
great  commission  into  effect,  we  can  give  of  our 
substance  and  means  to  others  who  can,  and  are 
willing  to  give  their  time  and  talents  to  the  Lord  in 
preaching  the  blessed  Gospel  of  our  salvation  to  all 
the  world.  Thus  we  may  become  co-workers  to- 
gether with  them  and  the  Lord,  and  will  be  reward- 
ed equally  with  them.  If  we  cannot  preach  person- 
ally, let  us  preach  with  our  substance,  and  a  part 
of  our  increase. 

I  was  out  preaching  one  time,  and  a  poor  brother 
handed  me  five  dollars,  and  said,  "  I  cannot  preach 
myself  but  I  can  help  you  to  preach."  And  he  tru- 
ly did  help  me  to  go  and  preach.  That  five  dol- 
lars may  have  been  the  means  of  saving  a  soul  from 
eternal  death,  that  I  would  not  have  been  able  to 
reach  without  the  brother's  help. 

Thus  we  become  workers  together.  He  gave  me 
the  means  that  enabled  me  to  carry  the  message  of 
salvation  to  poor,  lost  souls,  burdened  and  defiled 
1.  About  fifteen  souls  returned  from  their 
wanderings  in  the  fields  of  sin,  and  were  baptized 
nto  Christ  during  that  meeting.  What  will  that 
>oor  brother's  reward  be  in  the  glory  world?  Who 
can  tell? 

How  many  give  of  their  substance  to  the  Lord, 
till  it  amounts  to  a  sacrifice?  All  that  have,  raise 
your  hands!  To  give  so  we  do  not  miss  it  or  real- 
is  no  sacrifice.  We  should  give  of  our  in- 
crease to  the  Lord's  cause;  (1)  willingly;  (2)  free- 
ly;   (3)    cheerfully;    (4)   bountifully;    (5)   gladly; 


(6)  till  we  feel   and   realize   we  have  given 
want  more  faith,  trust,  and  confidence  in  Goii 
his  ability  and  willingness  to  bless  us  with  all  ' 
ed  good.    Therefore  be  not  over  anxious 
"  What   shall   we   eat,  or  what  shall 
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Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all 
things.  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  Q 
and  his  righteousness;  and  all  these  things  shall  "t 
added  unto  you."  Matt.  6:  31-33.  We  ca 
honor  the  Lord  with  our  substance,  and  all  then"" 
fruits  of  our  increase  without  giving  to  the  L  J 
using  them  for  such  purposes  as  will  bring  Hon/,' 
God's  name.  V  '" 

The  Lord  has  committed  the  plan  of  salvation  i 
to  the  hands  of  his  people,  and  commanded  the 
to  carry  it  into  all  the  world,  "  preach  it  to  eve! 
creature."  In  order  to  do  this  successfully,  it  Jy 
require  a  sacrifice  upon  the  part  of  the  church;  sni 
must  give  of  her  means,  with  which  the  Lord  his 
blessed  her,  to  have  the  Gospel  preached  in  all  the 
world.  The  more  we  give,  the  more  we  will  have 
to  give,  for  the  Lord  will  fill  our  barns  with  plenty 
Brother  A.  raises  a  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and  1 
thousand  bushels  of  oats.  The  price  being  low  he 
cribs  them  up  for  a  higher  price.  He  gets  an  i«. 
crease  of  fifteen  cents  per  bushel  on  his  corn  and  ten 
cents  per  bushel  on  his  oats.  How  much  does  he 
give  to  the  Lord?  Is  it  you,  kind  reader?  Hon 
much  do  you  give  to  the  Lord's  cause?  Brother  B. 
has  fifty  head  of  cattle,  and  75  head  of  hogs;  he  sells 
them  at  20  per  cent  increase  on  the  money  invested. 
How  much  does  he  give  to  the  Lord?  Brother  C. 
has  a  large  orchard,  which  yields  an  abundant  crop. 
The  fruit  is  disposed  of.  How  much  does  the  Lord 
receive  of  the  proceeds? 

At  our  late  Ministerial  Meeting  the  importanceo 
mission  work  was  being  discussed.  It  was  plainly 
shown  that  the  work  was  clogged  for  want  _ol 
means.  One  brother  stated,  that  he  knew  of  a 
place  where  the  people  were  calling  for  the  Cospel, 
and  urging  the  brethren  to  come  and  preachta* 
them,  but  he  could  not  go  for  want  of  means.  *7 
the  close  of  the  meeting  a  broC7««^rttpped 
handed  him  several  dollars,  and  said,  "  Thi 
the  money  I  have;  take  it  and  go  and  pre.th  to" 
those  people  who  are  calling  for  preachii 

By  thus  giving  of  his  means  to  the  poor  minister, 
he  enabled  him  to  go  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
those  poor  lost  sinners  who  were  calling  for  the 
Bread  of  Eternal  Life.  In  the  great  day  of  rewards 
this  brother,  who  gave  of  his  means  to  enable  the 
minister  to  go  and  preach  the  glad  news  of  salva- 
tion, will  surely  receive  an  equal  share  of  the  re- 
ward. 

The  church  is  responsible  for  the  fulfillment  ol 
the  "  Go  ye,  and  teach  all  nations  "  of  the  great 
commission.  May  the  Lord  awaken  his  people 
everywhere  to  a  full  sense  of  the  obligation  resting 
upon  them  along  this  line!  What  is  given  to  the 
Lord  is  not  lost. 

Westphalia,  Kans.,  July  13. 


"I  CAN  NOT  COME."-Luke  14:  ". 

BY  GEO.  L.  STUDEBAKER. 

The  above  is  the  language  of  the  third  person, 
who  was  invited  to  the  Great  Supper.  The  circum- 
stance relates  to  a  certain  man  making  a  great  sup- 
per, and  sending  his  servant  at  supper  time  to  say 
to  those  that  were  bidden,  "  Come,  for  all  things 
are  now  ready."     They,  with  one  consent,  began  to 

make  evrnsp 

maxe  excuse. 

The  first  man  said,  "  I  have  bought  a  pie«  °' 
ground,  and  I  must  needs  go  and  see  it."  There  S 
no  reason  why  land  should  keep  us  from  Christ. 
We  may  buy  land  and  enjoy  the  feast,  provided  v»e 
make  proper  use  of  the  land  purchased.  ^ 

The  second  man  said,  "  I  have  bought  five  yr 


Who  wou 


Chris'' 


of  oxen,  and  I  go  to  prove 
think   of  letting   cattle    keep    him    from 
What  a  very  easy  matter  it  would  be,  to  leave 
cattle  and  go!    A  man  may  deal  in  cattle  and  be 
Christian.     Enjoy  the  feast!  , .  j 

The   popular  idea   of  to-day  is,  that^  the  »' 


ran's  excuse  was  the  most  ridiculous  of  them 


August 


„  j  have  married  a  wife,  therefore  I   cannot  come." 
not  say.  Have  me  excused,  but,  "  I 
I  maintain  that  his  excuse  was  the 
Married  a  wife." 
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Notice,  ne  a 
can  not  come. 

htiest  of  all.  "  Married  a  wite.  It  s  an  easy 
Tatter  to  leave  land  or  cattle  and  go  to  Christ,  but 
™  leave —forsake  — wife  or  husband  for  Christ's 
ke  is  a  serious  matter.  That  wife  or  husband 
whom  you  love  as  your  own  life,  and  have  made 
the  solemn  promise  to  love  and  cherish  until  death, 
.   dose  to  your  heart. 

Some  one  has  said,   "  Why  did  he  not  take  his 
wjfe  with  him?  "     What  if  she  would  not  go  and  ob- 
jected to  his  going?     "  I  can  not 
thought  if  any  excuse  would  stand  the  test 
great   day   this   one   would!     Wives   who  w 
come  to  Christ,  and  will  not  allow  their  hu 
to  come,  have  as  great  a -power,  as  husbanc 
refuse  to  come,  and  object  to  their  wives  con 

I  was  preaching  once  at  a  place  where  one 
faithful  sisters  "  had  married  a  man."  Sh 
gave  evid 


I  have 
:  in  the 
will  not 
usbands 
ids  who 


to  visit  them.  I  did  i 
the  sister.  She  had  I 
He  would  not  come,  ; 
said  he  expected  his  ' 
he  wanted  her  to  g 
bought  for  her.     He  - 


soon 
thfulness.  I  was  requested 
>,  and  how  very  sad  1  felt  for 
arried  a  man,  sure  enough, 
id  opposed  her  coming.  He 
ife  to  go  with  him  wherever 
i,  and  to  wear  whatever  he 
anted  the  church  to  let  her 
attend  to  my  own  business. 
I  have  married  a  man,  I  cannot  come."  Is  it  a  ri- 
liculous  excuse?    Surely  we  can  not  say  so. 

Another  woman  who  applied  for  church  member- 
hip  was  told  by  her  husband  that  if  she  joined  the 
hurch  he  would  shoot  the  preacher  that  baptized 
ler.     "  She  married  a  man;  she  could  not  come." 

Oh!  how  weighty  an  excuse!  But  will  such  an 
:xcuse  do  in  the  great  day  of  judgment?  Christ 
ays  we  are  to  forsake  all,  father,  mother,  brother, 
lister,  wives,  houses,  and  land.  In  this  world  we 
nay  receive  an  hundredfold  and  eternal  life  in  the 
rarld  to  come.  The  counsel  of  Jesus  should  be 
heeded,  "  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  We 
hould  become  i^hild  of  God  early  in  life.  "Re- 
member tiOTV  thy  Creator  in  thy  youthful  days." 
"When  seeking  a  companion  for  life  see  to  it  that 
your  views  religiously  do  not  conflict.  If  they 
should  and  you  could  not  agree  to  live  together 
harmoniously  in  that  way,  better  never  go  togethei 
for  life.  After  you  are  united  in  marriage,  nevei 
interfere  with  each  other  religiously.  For,  remem- 
ber, "we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat 
of  Christ,"  and  each  must  appear  for  himself. 

As  husbands  and  wives,  let  us  come  to  Christ  and 
enjoy  the  great  feast.  In  the  evening  of  the  world 
we  can  be  guests  at  the  great  marriage  supper  of 
the  Lamb  and  enjoy  an  humble  seat  at  the  Father's 
right  hand.  May  no  one  be  compelled  to  say,  "  I 
can  not  come." 
Shidcler,  Ind. 


high  day."    Why  so?     Because  it  was  the  first  day 
of  the  feast,  which  made  it  a  high  day. 

The  writer  admits  that  Christ  was  the  antitype 
of  the  paschal  lamb.  According  to  his  theory,  he 
does  not  have  the  type  and  the  antitype  to  meet. 
He  has  our  passover  to  die  upon  a  different  date. 

In  No.  3  he  calls  "  the  bread  and  wine  the  Lord's 
Supper."  Where  does  he  find  that?  In  No.  4  he 
denounces  trine  immersion  and  tries  to  establish 
single  immersion.  In  No.  5  he  says  "  that  about 
A.  D.  270,  the  Romanists  split  off  from  the  estab- 
lished church  of  God."  In  this  he  has  entrapped 
himself,  as  Clement,  Tertullian  and  Monulus  tell 
us  that  they  had  the  trine  immersion,  they  belong- 
ng  to  the  established  church  of  God  before  A.  D. 

!70. 

Again;  in  No.  4  he  says  the  Dunkers  take  Alex- 
jnder    Mack    for     their     head.     This     is     untrue, 
or  in  District  and 
nces    do    we    appeal    to 
eachings  of  the  Gospel. 
1530  the  Roman  Catholic 


Neither  in  our  church 
Annual    Meeting   Conf 
Mack,  but  always  to  tli 
In  No.  5  he  says  "  that 

church  gave  birth  to  Lutheranism  and  her  twin  sis- 
ter Zwingleism.  In  fact  in  less  than  four  hundred 
years  he  gave  birth  to  over  six  hundred  harlot 
daughters,  of  which  the  Dunker  sect  is  one."  He 
advises  all  to  leave  "the  Dunkers,  Methodist, 
United,  or  rather  '  disunited  '  Brethren,  and  all 
others."  Michael,  the  archangel,  when  "  contend- 
ing with  the  devil  about  the  body  of  Moses,  durst 
not  bring  a  railing  accusation  against  him  before 
the  Lord,"  but  this  man  is  not  afraid  to  heap  up  h 
abuse,  slander,  and  railings  against  the  Dunkers 
and  others.  I  have  not  attempted  to  take  notice  of 
his  many  assumptions.  The  Savior  says,  "My 
words  will  judge  you." 
Wymau,  Ark. 

THE  HOLY  CJHOST. 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  the  third  person  of  the  Trini- 
ty. ,He  was  with  the.  Father  in  the  creation,  and 
was  in  the  council-chambers  of  heaven  when  it  was 
determined  to  make  man.  After  the  world  was 
formed,  the  Spirit  brooded  over  the  waters,  ener- 
gized, and  put  into  active  operation  the  things  that 
had  been  made.  We  find  the  Spirit  resting  upon 
Jesus  at  his  baptism,  and  also  upon  the  apostles  on 
the  Day  of  Pentecost.  On  that  occasion  he  filled 
them  with  power,  so  that  they  could  speak  in  many 
languages.  The  Spirit  is  still  at  work  among  us, 
and  will  continue  his  work  until  the  end  of  time.* 


•For  a  most  interesting  treatise 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  send  to 
Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman's  little  book 


the  nature,  office 
Messenger  office  for 
the  subject.    Pric 


A  CORRECTION. 


SAMUEL  WEIMER. 


I  received  four  numbers  of  the  Gospel  Trumpet, 
containing  numbers  2,  3,  4,  5,  of  "  Errors  of  Dunker- 
ism."  I  notice  that  the  Messengek  gave  two  num- 
bers a  passing  notice.  The  author  signs  his  name 
as  G.  W.  Howard,  in  No.  2.  He  takes  up  three  and 
one-half  columns  in  that  number,  claiming  that  Je- 
sus ate  his  passover  at  the  same  time  the  Jews  ate 
theirs.  As  for  his  abuse  and  slander,  let  that  rest 
with  him,  but  his  gross  misrepresentations  need 
correction. 

He  says  the  Dunkers  claim  that  Jesus  ate  his 
passover  two  days  before  the  Jewish  passover. 
Now  it  is  well  known  that  we  make  no  such  claims. 
He  tries  to  make  out  that  the  Savior  was  crucified 
°n  the  fifteenth,— the  feast  day.  F.very  Bible  stu- 
dent knows  that  the  four  evangelists  say  it  was  the 
Preparation  day.  John  19:  14  says  it  was  the 
preparation  of  the  passover.  The  fifteenth  day 
was  a  holy  convocation  day  and  no  servile  work 
was  to  be  done;  therefore  it  was  unlawful  to  be 
used  as  a  preparation,  judgment,  or  execution  day. 
Again  John  19:  31,  says,  that  "  Sabbath  day  was  an 
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LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 


Absalom's  Defeat  and  Death.— a  Sam.  18:  9-17. 


(in 


•1  Jar  Aug.  so,  1S0O.) 


life,— a  life 
lost   becau: 


have  the  sad  ending  of  a  downward 
of  golden  opportunities  forfeited  and 
e   of   sin.     Absalom    was  the  son  of  a 

mited    possibilities. 

such  wonderful  re- 


great   man   and    of  almoi 

As  we  look  at  the  childre 

sources,   we  are  made  to  say,  "How  fortunate!" 

And  then,  when  wc  look  at  some  of  the  endings, 

we  are  made  to  exclaim,  "  How  sad!  " 

In  the  ninth  verse  we  have  a  picture  of  Absalom 
fleeing  before  his  pursuers  that,  perhaps,  some  of 
you  have  seen  in  books  or  paintings,  but  it  is  hard 
for  any  one  to  get  a  real  picture  without  the  actual 
conditions  and  surroundings.  First  we  have  the 
with  its  low-hanging  and  far-reaching 
just  high  enough  to  ride  under  them  by 
a  slight  dodging  of  the  head. 

Then  to  see  the  dodging  manner  in  which  these 
men  ride,  when  on  a  rapid  gait,— with  their  long 
hair  floating  out  behind  and  upward  as  the  head 
goes  downward,  we  get  an  idea  as  to  how  Absa- 


great 


lorn,  being  hptly  pursued,  might  run  under  one  of 
these  oaks  and  be  caught  fast  by  the  hair.  Just 
how  much  of  divine  interposition  was  in  it,  we  are 
not  prepared  to  say.  But  a  miracle  in  the  case  was 
not  at  all  necessary,  as  the  whole  attending  cir- 
cumstances were  such  as  to  make  it  a  natural  oc- 
currence. As  he  was  fastened  by  the  hair,  the 
mule  ran  from  under  him  and  left  him  hanging  to 
the  limb  of  the  tree.  Thus  hanging,  he  became  an 
easy  prey  to  the  pursuers. 

While   there  were   those  who   refused   to    raise 
their  hands  against   the  king's  son,  Joab  had   no 
such  feelings,  but  looked  upon  him  as  an  enemy  to 
the  king  and  a  rebel  against  the  government,  and 
as  such  he  was  slain.    The  lesson  wc  get  here  is 
that  rebellion  destroys  the  relationship.     Though 
he  was  the  son  of  a  king  and  enjoyed  all  the  privi- 
leges of  that  relation,  by  rebelling  as  he  did,  the 
relationship  was  severed  and  he   was  looked  upon 
and  treated  as  an  enemy  and  stranger,  and  so  he 
was,  because,  instead  of  standing  by  his  father  and 
helping  him  in  maintaining  the  government,  he  had 
turned  against  him,  and  was  laying  plans  to  destroy, 
—and  build  up  another.     Rebellion  always  means 
this,  and  can  be  justifiable  only  when  the  change 
contemplated  is  from  the  wrong  to  the  right.     In 
this  case,  it  was  from  the  right  to  the  wrong,  and, 
therefore,    under    existing    conditions,    his    death 
was  justifiable,  though  a  son  of  the  king.     When 
we,  by  being  born  again,  become  children  of  God, 
we  are  sons  of  a  king— the  best  of  all  kings,  and  it 
is  our  duty  not  only  to  honor  the  king,  but  also   to 
be  subject   to  his  government.    To   do   less   than 
this  is  to  be  disloyal.     To  refuse  to  be  subject  and 
to  work  against  the  government  is  rebellion,  and 
endangers  our   relationship   to   Christ,    our    elder 
brother  and  God,  our  father.     To  persist  in  this  re- 
bellion means  ruin  and  death  in  the  end. 

We  are  made  to  feel  how  foolish  was  this  son  to 
forfeit  the  bright  prospects  which  were  before  him, 
and  how  sad  was  the  ending,  when  it  might  have 
been  so  full  and  glorious.  Yes,  sad  indeed  that  a 
young  man  should,  by  folly  and  waywardness,  lose 
so  much.  But  a  thousand  times  more  sad  will  it 
be  for  us  if  we,  who  hare  been  born  sons  of  God, 
should,  through  the  allurements  of  sin,  turn  our 
hearts  away  from  God  and  become  rebels  in  his 
sight. 

The  wages  of  sin  always  have  been  and  always 
will  be  the  same.  If  we  go  in  the  ways  of  sin,  our 
end  must  be  death,  because  this  is  the  inevitable. 
That  which  a  man  sows,  shall  he  also  reap.  To 
this  law  there  can  be  no  reversion, 
most  fortunate  possible  conditions,  ou 
is  to  have  some  one  to  meet  the  pel 
This  Christ  has  prepared  himself  to  do,  and  he  in- 
vites us  to  come  to  him  and  accept  the  mercy  of- 
fered. All  the  dangers  and  powers  of  sin  can  be 
warded  off,— escaped,— by  fleeing  to  Christ  as  our 
sacrifice,  our  friend  and  refuge. 

We  next  note  the  disgraceful  ending  of  sin  and 
rebellion.  "  And  they  took  Absalom  and  cast  him 
into  a  great  pit  in  the  wood,  and  laid  a  very  great 
heap  of  stones  upon  him."  He  was  regarded  as  a 
cast-away,— not  deserving  the  honor  of  being  laid 
in  his  own  grave,  prepared  by  himself  within  the 
king's  dale.  And  though  the  place  was  destined  to 
remain  empty,  it  became  a  pillar  of  reproach.  The 
sacred  historian  says:  "And  it  is  called,  unto  this 
day,  Absalom's  place." 

During  our  late  visit  to  the  Holy  City,  on  our 
way  down  to  the  Pool  of  Siloam,  by  the  way,  Absa- 
lom's tomb  was  pointed  out  to  us.  A  stigma  of  re- 
proach still  clings  to  the  place,  so  that  the  passer- 
by picks  up  a  stone  and  casts  it  at  it.  This  has 
been  done  for  so  long  a  time  that  in  front  and 
around  it  are  great  heaps  of  stone,  thus  showing 
that  even  in  the  estimation  of  men,  rebellion  is 
hateful.  But  were  this  feeling  to  be  thus  expressed 
to-day,  what  would  be  the  condition  of  our  ceme- 
teries and  the  fine  monuments  therein  erected? 
The  ugliness  of  sin  is  now  hidden  under  garments 
of  white  and  behind  great  shafts  of  marble.  Let  us 
not  be  deceived.  Soon  the  reaping  will  come  from 
the  sowing.     As  the  sowing,  so  shall  the  harvest  be. 


Under  the 
only  hope 
alty  for  us. 


H. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   ol    Reading. 

EIMtST    YEA B. 

i.  "  Crisis  of  Misalona,"  cloth,  $1.04;  paper,     u  c 

i,  "l.llt  oi  A.  Judaon,"  cloth,  rj  cents;  paper, , .  .  is  l 

3.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  55  cents;  papei    ....  20  c 

4.  "Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth ......  .83  t 

SECOND    tic  A  it. 

5.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  K4  ccntr  paper  u  ci 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat."  cloth,  37  cents;  paper,  .".'.'.'.'.'  15  ci 

7.  "  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  clnth, 7Cl  c, 

S,  "Tlic  Seven  I.nwsol  Tcnchlng,"  cloth Dj  Cl 

til  I IO    YKAN, 
o.  "  Divine  Enterprlseol  Missions."  clolh I 

10.  "Life  ol  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth,         . *0  cc 

11.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  nnd  "  Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  eh.  13-38 10  ec 

la.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  6B  cents;  i>.iper 33  ee 

PP-Prlces,  as  given  almvc,  are  lor   members  ol   Hcadiug  Ci..  le  o 
All  ollicrs  pny  regular  rcluil  price. 

EXHI  UTIVI     COMMITTBH  <.r   Kiirtuim;  ClRCUt.-W.  B.  Stover,  Bull 
IndtatH   M    Barwlek,  Wcat  Alexandria,  Ohio:  M rs  M    M    st<»v.-r    w  iyr 

b ,  f.\..  E.lltli  K    New.., hut.  U'-.ynr-l. ..,.,.  |'.v.  J    M     Nefl.  ImiiiLIhIc.  .-' 

Ol iaASirta  I  iri  i.      p,    ldcnt.W.B.Sto 

rrcasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker,  Wayn        ro.  Pa         rotary,  Edith  R.  N 

e '.  tt  aym   l ..... .  pa  .    to  whoi '  ,  ,„,,  ,.,„,„.. 

Kr.Mmn  i',,,  1,  ..(„,„  1.1  ho  addresac  I,  but  all    ......,■.  lor  booki   ihoul  1 

»'i'l"""'l  t-  Ui-ll,.,  n  s  ri.l.lisl.mi;  I  ..  ,   M„,,,lt    \f, ,.,,..    II, 
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CIRCLE  NOTES. 

From  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor,  Bro.  G.  J.  Fercken 
writes:  •' 1  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say 
how  much  pleasure  it  gives  me  to  think  that  our 
young  people  can  find  time  enough  to  devote  to 
missionary  literature  and  thus  learn  to  advantage 
about  the  countries  and  nations  which  not  only 
are  far  from  Blessed  America,  but  also  so  much 
plunged  in  darkness,  ignorance  and  superstitions. 
I  pray  most  earnestly  for  the  success  of  your  Circle 
and  the  increase  of  its  membership^" 

If  Bro.  Fercken  has  time  to  pray  for  an  increase 
of  the  membership  of  our  Circle,  we  ought  all  to 
have  time  to  work  for  it.  We  p. ay  for  him  as  he 
works  in  his  mission;  let  us  work  in  ours  while  he 
prays  for  us. 

Sister  Emma  Carstensen,  of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
writes:  "  I  have  read  three  books  and  parts  of 
'  Our  Country.'  '  Life  of  Judson  '  I  read  twice. 
'  Nonsuch  Professor '  is  good  every  day  in  the 
week.  Almost  every  sentence  is  a  sermon.  I  like 
to  have  it  lying  by  where  I  can  pick  it  up  and 
read  a  few  lines  whenever  I  have  a  few  moments' 
time.  I  especially  like  the  chapter,  '  If  you  Would 
do  More  than  Others.'" 

And  if  we  were  all  hungry  enough  for  our  Bibles 
and  missionary  and  other  good  literature,  to  have 
our  books  lying  near,  where  we  could  put  our 
hands  on  them  and  improve  every  leisure  mo- 
ment, how  much  more,  how  very  much  more,  we 
would  accomplish!  How  wasteful,  how  criminally 
wasteful,  we  are  of  these  precious  moments!  We 
not  only  fail  to  shape  circumstances  so  as  to 
make  opportunities  for  ourselves,  but  we  often 
fail  to  improve  the  opportunities  that  are  made 
for  us, 

Bro.  G.  A.  Snider,  of  Harrod,  Ohio,  writes: 
"  Having  read  two  of  the  Reading  Circle  books, 
I  feel  that  1  cannot  afford  to  miss  reading  the 
others.  They  surely  cannot  fail  to  accomplish 
their  purpose  of  making  the  world  better." 

Some  one  will  perhaps  read  these  lines  who  is 
hesitating  to  join  the  Circle  for  fear  of  not  hav- 
ing time  or  opportunity  to  finish  the  course.  If 
so,  I  suggest  that  you  buy  one  or  two  of  the 
books  and  read  them  and  then  see  if  you  do  not 
conclude,  as  did  Bro.  Snider,  that  you  cannot  af- 
ford to  miss  reading  the  others. 

From  Bridgewater,  Va.,  sister  Lizzie  S.  Sanger 
writes:  "The  Reading  Circle  Certificate  was  re- 
ceived in  good  condition.  Many  thanks.  I  am 
quite  well  pleased  with  it  and  appreciate  it  very 
much,  coming  as  it  does  from  our  president  in  In- 
dia. Let  me  again  say  that  I  was  more  than  pleased 
with  the  course  of  reading  and  have  been  wishing 
for  another.  I  feel  I  have  been  greatly  benefited, 
and  my  interest  in  missions  is  much  greater  than 
befo  ~  " 


course  of  missionary  and  Bible  reading  for  those 
having  completed  the  three  years'  course,  and  the 
time  is  now  perhaps  fully  here  when  some  steps 
should  be  taken  in  this  direction.  Many  others, 
like  sister  Sanger,  will,  no  doubt,  be  interested  in 
such  a  course  of  reading  or  study.  We  will  prob- 
ably hear  from  Bro.  Stover  concerning  this  matter 
ere  long-  James  M.  Neff. 

WHAT  THE  WORLD  CANNOT  SEE. 

BY  SUE  SLUSHER. 

Tins  nineteenth  century  has  an  indisputable 
birthright  to  all  the  untold  riches  of  wisdom  of  the 
mother  ages.  The  seers  of  the  past  have  discov- 
ered earth's  rock-records  of  truth;  they  have  dived 
after  the  wave-hidden  treasures  of  the  deep;  they 
have  inspected  the  starry  gems  of  the  heavens; 
they  have  soared  high  into  the  spirit  realm.  Yet, 
extended  as  this  research,  discovery  and  thought 
have  been,  the  present  vast  amount  of  definite 
knowledge  is  but  a  surface  ripple  upon  the  un- 
fathomable sea  of  mystery.     In  her  secure  treas- 


ure chests,  nature  hold 
serrets  of  earth,  and  se 
has  yet  found  a  certain  i 
spirit  land.  These  unsc 
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common    possession 
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out  hidden  truths.  Ever  since  his  existence,  th 
most  interesting  study  of  mankind  has  been  man, 
and  it  has  largely  been  studied  by  means  of  the 
eye.  But  most  observers  have  not  used  scientific 
wisdom  in  their  investigations,  hence  mistakes 
fully  as  great  and  absurd  result  as  would  have 
been  made  by  botanist  Linnreus  and  astronomer 
Herschel.  had  they  exchanged  optical  instruments. 
The  world  sees  things  wrongly  because  its  eyes 
are  imperfect  and  short-sighted.  It  cannot  see 
beyond  the  surface.  A  rosy-cheeked  apple  may 
have  an  unseen  worm  at  its  heart.  Poison  berries 
pretty  and  tempting  at  sight.  Beautiful  exte- 
riors are  not  an  infallible  indication  of  a  beautiful 
interior,  yet  the  world  smiles  approval  at  surface 
symmetry.  Outward  actions  and  indications  are 
uncertain  tests  of  a  man.  Goliath  was  twice  the 
height  of  David,  but  he  had  not  half  the  might. 
The  world  honors  a  man  whom  the  press,  the 
pulpit  and  the  platform  call  great  and  worthy,— 
one  charitable,  munificently  endowing  institutions, 
building  churches;  surely,  no  error  here;  but  a 
man  may  build  churches  with  spires  around  which 
the  billowy  clouds  roll  and  toss,  and  yet  have  a 
soul  so  black  that  angels  weep  in  horrified  pity. 
In  a  life  of  untarnished  reputation  is  sometimes 
hidden  a  character  shocking  to  all  idea  of  honesty, 
purity  and  nobility.  Concealed,  concealed!  The 
deluded,  mistaken.  Those  who  content 
s  with  judging  by  outward  indications 
become  totally  blind,  utterly  unable  to 
id  the  surface.  There  is  an  increasing 
insensibility  to  depth  of  character,  even  an  open 
denial  of  worth  when  the  top-letters  are  not  pleas- 
ing. This  leads  hasty,  superficial  observers  to  ac- 
cept, in  full  faith,  what  a  man  appears  to  be,  for 
what  he  is. 

There  is,  however,  another  entirely  unavoidable 
cause  for  man's  incomplete  conception  of  another's 
intrinsic  character.  The  immaterial  part  of  man  is 
beyond  the  power  of  the  most  penetrating  human 
eye.  Just  as  the  mighty  forces  in  the  universe  of 
natter  are  inscrutable,  so  no  sight  can  be  had  of 
iecrets  of  the  soul  concealed  by  the  vail  of  flesh. 
The  striking  personality  may  be  seen  and  studied, 
but  its  formative  causes  are  hidden. 

rly  ages  the  earth  quaked  and  upheaved 
gain  in  terrible  confusion.     The  hissing, 
seething  gases  tore  open  great  chasms  with  their 
imendous  force.     When  the  fury  of  the  internal 
wers  was  spent,  the  region   of  mighty  confusion 
became  a  land  of  majestic  quiet.     To  tell  the  story 
Before   he   went   abroad,    Bro.  Stover  suggested  I  c^mp."^^ 
that  ,n  time  w.  would  oe8d  to  pr.,crib„  an  ,dvanC9  j  *,,&„.    The  JM    *a  Uold  a  nolly^er^td 


man,  his  glorified  life,  but  it  has  no  vision  of  th 
secret  vicissitudes  through  which  that  soul  I 
passed  in  its  regeneration,  transfiguration  and  , 
cifixion.  There  were  under-surface  convulsions  ol 
heart-sorrow,  upheavals  of  painful  despair  but 
glo.ious,  final  subsiding  of  the  commotion 
a  readjustment  of  the  elements  of  character  i„,! 
the  present  peace  and  harmony.  All  unseen  'a 
unsuspected  by  the  world,  the  bitterness  of ;  " 
tion  puts  sweetness  into  the  noblest  lives  Ev 
strong  soul  must  be  made  so  by  a  strong  procetf 
The  workman,  ,n  whose  hands  that  soul  lies,  sees 
the  possibility  of  such  tools  and  skill.  The  lif 
lay  will  be  shaped  by  that  Artistic  Mind  intot 
perfect  form,  unless,  by  twisting  and  squirming 
when  the  moulding  is  painful,  the  conceived  image 
of  the  former  is  ruined.  If  we  will,  we  can  bc 
what  we  ought  to  be— perfect  for  life;  we  shall 
be  what  we  must  be,  if  we  ^/-mutilated  and  im. 
perfect  forever. 

There  are  a  few  great  lives  that  totally  eclipse 
many  smaller  ones.  We  have  our  Washington, 
our  Lincoln,  our  Garfield,  our  heroes  whose  valor 
is  sounded  in  story  and  in  song.  Let  us  ever  bow 
in  reverence  to  those  whose  country  was  dearer 
than  the  life  they  gave  for  her.  Let  all  due  glory 
be  given  to  our  dead  heroes,  but  let  not  the  world 
be  so  blinded  in  her  sorrow  for  them,  that  she  can 
not  see  the  living  heroes.  «  The  noblest  service 
comes  from  nameless  hands,  and  the  best  servant 
does  his  work  unseen."  Oh,  the  beauty,  the  puri- 
ty, the  greatness  within,  of  many  unknown  lives! 
They  seek  not,  they  need  not,  the  praise  of  the 
world.  The  world  does  not  see  the  mother's  noble 
sacrifice.  It  sees  the  son,  the  daughter.  Not  to 
him,  not  to  her,  give  your  heart's  admiration,  but 
to  "  that  mother  whose  heart  is  over-weighted  with 
joy  at  the  fame  of  her  child."  All  that  wealth  of 
health,  of  learning,  of  honor,  are  hers  by  purchase 
right.  It  was  her  time,  her  thought,  her  labsr.  , 
:h  earned  that  glory.  The  poor,  hard-working^ 
t  seen   by  the  world;  hut  he  m'.,..  ,„  ;, 
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uses.  Oh,  the  world  could  see  our  fathers  aruJ 
iiothers  if  it  knew  where  to  look  for  them!  Amy 
n  some  quiet  home  is  a  modest  little  wife,— a  pow- 
:r  behind  her  husband's  busy,  public  life. 

Not  only  are  great  lives  often  unseen,  but  even 
n  individual  lives,— be  they  ever  so  well  known,— 
:here  is  much  that  is  hidden,  and  it  is  often  the 
best  part.  What  do  we  know  of  the  great  soul- 
worth  of  WashiHgton,— our  nation's  impassive  fa- 
ther? We  cannot  know  of  his  private  store  for 
those  who  knew  and  loved  him  best.  We  see  a 
man's  public  sacrifice,  but  in  that  lies  little  glory. 
What  we  see  is  easy  after  the  secret  battle  has 
been  won.  Oh,  those  unknown  closet-strifes! 
There  is  fought  the  terrible  battle  of  duty  arrayed 
against  all  the  ties  and  chains  which  hold  the  heart 
to  that  which  it  loves.  The  world  never  knows  by 
a  calm,  external  sacrifice  how  much  heart's  blood 
has  been  shed  in  the  struggle  of  spirit  surrender. 

Oh!  the  sad  fact  that  people  live  more  for  what 
the  world  sees  than  for  what  it  cannot  see!  How 
many,  many  young  persons  know  little  of  the  life 
within!  Society's  curses, — its  pride,  its  deception, 
its  show,  are  all  for  sight,  admiration.  These 
outside  baubles  are  sustained  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
inner  soul-strength.  What  we  want  is  men  and 
women  who  live  within;  who  do  not  neglect  the 
inner  growth  because  the  world  cannot  see  it;  who 
have  character  enough  to  scorn  the  praise  and  flat- 
tery of  the  world  as  being  the  food  of  the  weak- 
minded. 

The  world  cannot  see  the  evil  of  the  heart,  nor 
can  it  see  the  good;  but  let  the  heart  be  kept  purei 
for  though  man  looketh  on  the    outward   appear- 
ance, the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart. 
McPlurson,  Kans. 

It  is  infinitely  more  blessed  to  be  pierced  with 
the  arrows  of  conviction  than  to  be  wounded  with 
the  fiery  darts  of  Satan;  because  the  wounds  of  the 
former  are  healing,  but  the  wounds  of  the  latter  a« 
paitenau  to  the  soul. 
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The  white  flower; 
But  the  soft  tret 
And  listen  for  sweet  absent  voices 

Are  evergreen. 
O'er  the  lost  incense  of  my  withered  lilies 

An  amaranthine  breath 
From  the  mown  grass  steals  round  me,  fragr. 

With  life  in  death. 
No  human  balm  is  here  for  beauty  blighted. 

But  on  the  desert  new 
Where  all  my  earthly  joys  lie  buried 

Falls  heavenly  dew. 
Where  lonely  love  bemoans  her  broken  mus; 

Bright  birds  their  carols  fling, 
The  winds  lisp  low,  and  in  the  balsams 

The  locusts  sing. 
And  sometimes  through  the  drifts  of  sorrow' 

Like  lights  on  stormy  seas, 
Hope's  moonbeams  smile,  and  faintly  glimn: 

The  stars  of  peace. 
Fold  me,  O  pity  of  the  skies  unbounded, 

Green  rest  and  rural  calms. 
All  tenderness  of  nature,  fold  me 

Like  holy  arms. 
Till  the  dear  quiet  of  diviner  comfort 

Shall  lull  this  longing  pain, 
And  all  the  lost  my  lov 
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BULSAR  NOTES  FOR  JUNE. 


BY  W.  13.  STOVER. 


er  four  away.  The  giving  will  do  you  good,  and  the 
reading  will  do  good  to  the  other  four  persons. 
Let  MS  create  a  healthy  demand  for  all  of  our 
church  literature! 

— One  night,  about  June  23,  nine  inches  of  rain 
fell  at  Darjeeling.  This  was  in  one  night.  We  have 
plenty  of  rain  in  India. 

— The  following  item,  from  the  Bombay  Baptist 
Chronicle,  is  especially  interesting  to  those  who 
hold  to  the  apostolic  form  of  baptism:  "  At  the  An- 
nual Meeting  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
ciety,—  always  one  of  the  largest  and  most  inspir- 
ing of  the  May  Meetings,— the  Rev.  Henry  Heigh 
told,  amongst  others,  a  most  interesting  story  of  a 
man  in  India,  living  away  across  the  country,  who 
had  never  seen  a  missionary,  but  had  read  the  Bi- 
ble; and  had  adopted  the  Guru  whom  it  portrayed. 
What  was  the  consequence?  That  man,  having 
seen  how  good  the  Guru  was,  had  said  to  himself, 
"  I  must  obey  this  Guru.  What  are  his  com- 
mands? "  and,  turning  to  the  Gospel,  he  found  the 
command  that  he  should  be  baptized.  What  was 
he  to  do?  He  had  never  seen  a  Christian  church; 
he  had  never  seen  the  ordinance  of  baptism  ad- 
ministered; but  he  had  a  way  of  obeying  the  com- 
mand, and  so,  day  by  day,  he  went  down  to  the 
tank,  and  looking  up  towards  heaven,  he  said,  "I 
baptize  myself  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  and  at  each  name 
he  plunged  into  the  water  and  came  out  again,  and 
who  should  say  that  that  man  was  not  baptized 
from  heaven?  More  than  that,  he  saw  a  command 
that  he  was  to  remember  Christ's  death  till  he 
came,  that  he  was  to  eat  and  drink,  and  so,  day  by 
day,  he  took  a  handful  of  rice,  and  putting  it  in  his 
mouth,  said,  "  This  I  do  in  remembrance  of  Christ;" 
and  drinking  a  little  water,  he  said,  "  I  drink  this 
because  Christ  died  for  me;  "  and  that  man,  though 
no  priest  had  ever  put  his  hand  on  his  head  and  no 
minister  of  any  church  had  ever  given  the  sacra- 
ment to  him,  that  man  had  truly 
per  of  the  Lord." 
Bulsar,  Ind. 
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iua. — Hansell,  62  cents;  Deep  River  Sunday  school, 
S3;  Panther  Creek  church,  S3;  a  sister,  South  English, 

$2.00;  Hansell  Sunday  school,  63  cents;  total S  9  25 

Pennsylvania.— Anna  Livingood,  $1 ;  Mechanicsburg 

Sunday  school,  S7;  total S  8  00 

California.— Covina  church,  S3  60;  total 5  3  60 

Maryland.— A  sister,  Durkettsville,  S3;  total s  3  °° 

Ohio.— Hannah  Throne,  Pioneer,  S3;  total S  3  00 

Asia  Minor.— Elder  G.J.  Fercken,  »J.35;  total s  2  25 

Virginia.— A  brother,  Holhns,  Si-S°;  total s  1  50 

Nebraska.— Bethel  church,  *l.as;  total S  1  25 

Washington.— George  Rentier,  Si ;  total s  1  00 

North  Dakota.— A  sister,  Sherbrooke,  Si;  total S  1  00 

West  Virginia.— -M.  C.  Czigau,  Auburn,  Si;  total,.... S  I  00 
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— We  now  have  a  screen  over  our  front  door. 
On  the  outside  of  it  I  have  painted  in  big  black  let- 
ters, "  God  is  love  "  and  "God  is  a  Spirit."  The 
latter  is  so  large  that  it  can  be  easily  read  from 
the  school-buildings. 

—All  these  texts  are  in  Gujerati,  of  course. 
Above  the  door  we  also  have  the  words  of  John  3; 
16.  Everybody  who  goes  along  the  road  by  our 
house  necessarily  reads  some  of  these  texts, 
Many  of  the  heathen  boys  now  know  John  3:  16  by 
heart,  and  if  there  are  any  Christian  boys  at  home 
who  do  not  know  it,  they  had  better  spur  up. 

— Since  the  beginning  of  the  monsoon  until  June 
25,  about  twenty-eight  inches  of  rain  fell.  Mon- 
soons broke  between  the  6th  and  12th  inst. 

—  If  the  people  of  India,  had  one-tenth  the  wel- 
come into  the  church  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  have,  you  would  hear  some  wonderful  stor- 
ies from  this  land.  Many  believe  in  Christ,  but 
dare  not  accept  him  openly.  Several  of  high  caste 
have  only  recently  told  us  they  believe  in  Christ 
and  the  Bible,  that  they  recognize  that  the  princi- 
pal thing  in  their  religion  is  superstition,  etc.  But 
should  they  openly  become  Christians,  they  are 
counted  worse  than  dead  by  their  people.  There 
is  a  great  day  coming  for  this  land,  and  the  purest 
Christianity  may  yet  come  from  the  Orient. 

—During  the  month  we  have  sold  several  copies 
of  separate  Gospels,  besides  a  few  other  Gujerati 
tracts.  We  could  give  many  of  these  away,  but  it 
does  not  pay  here.  We  sell  them  very  cheap, — Gos- 
pels, one-half  cent  each,  and  tracts  about  one-sixth 
cent  each,  and  thus  insure  a  careful  reading  wher- 
ever the  little  books  may  go. 

— Several  valuable  articles  are  now  in  preparation 
for  the  Visitor  by  natives.  Balubai  Jeyshanker,  a 
Hindoo  Brahmin,  is  preparing  three  articles  on  the 
birth,  marriage,  and  death  customs  among  the  Hin- 
doos, and  Nowrosjee  Pestomjee,  a  Parsee,  is  prepar- 
ing one  on  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  the  Par- 
sees,  I  wish  that  every  member  would  subscribe  for 
five  copies  of  the  Visiter;  keep  one  and  give  the  eth" 


MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  JULY,  1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


•Used  only  for  Minim  in  U.  S..  Denmark  and  Smelt,,.) 

Interest  from  Loan  of  Endowment. — S  87  50 

Income  Brethren  s  Pub.  Co.— S  25  00 

Pennsylvania. — Middle  Creek  church,  S6.48;  a  broth- 
er, Rexmont,  SS;  a  brother  and  sister,  S3;  Everett  Sun- 
day school,  Si. 50;  A.  S.  Kreider,  Annville,  S3  5°;  a 
brother  and  sister,  Scalp  Level,  S3;  Elizabeth  Replogle, 

Saxton,  50  cents;  Johnstown  church,  S44;  total %  66  08 

Illinois. — Int.  Loan,  D.  B.  Puterbaugh,  S42;  Shannon 
Sunday  school,  S20.06;    Mrs.  Correll,  Mt.  Morris,  SI; 

Int.  Joshua  Shier  estate,  62  cents;  total, S  63  68 

Iowa—  George  Mason,  Greene,  S3-°°;  Mt.  Etna 
Sunday  school,  S2  05 ;  George  and  Robert  Atkinson,  Sio; 
Greene    church,  S12  74;  Cyrus  Buegbly,   Pierson,  Si; 

Panther  Creek  church,  S3. 55;  total S  32  34 

Kansas—  Daniel  Vaniman  and  Elizabeth  V„  Sio; 
Washington  church,  S3;  Salem  church,  S.  P.  and  S.  C. 

S5;  total S  (8  00 

Ohio—  Elizabeth  King,  Paulding,  50  cents;  Wolf 
Creek  church,  S6.50;  Amanda  Young,  S2.50;  Oak  Grove, 

S2;  Hannah  Throne,  Pioneer,  S4;  total, S  15  5° 

West  Virginia.— David  Bosely,  Sutton,  S5;  the  San- 
ger family,  Fayetteville  S6;  total, $  11  00 

California.— Covina  church,  S5.65;  Merced  church, 

Si. 10;  total S    6  75 

Maryland.— A  brother  and  sister,  Locust  Grove,  S3; 

total S    3°° 

Virginia.— D.  S.Thomas  and  wife,  $2;  H.  H.  Muse, 

Vinton,  25  cents;  total S    2  25 

Washington.— Geo.  Renner,  Fairfield,  S2;  total S    2  00 

Indiana.— Emery  Miller,  Gobblesville,  Si.75;  total,. .%    I  7S 
Arkansas—  D.  L.  Forney,  Palestine,  50  cents;  P.  R. 
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Missouri.— Lydia  Blbcher,  Warrensburg,  Si;  total,.  -S 

North  Dakota.— A  brother  Sherbrooke,  Si;  total S 

Nebraska.— Bethel  church,  30  cents;  Sarah  E.  Gish, 

Juniata,  25  cents;  total S 

Oregon.— A  brother,  Klamath  Falls,  50  cents,  total, .  -S 

Tatal,."' ■ " Ml 


HOOK    AND   TRACT   FUND. 

ly  fir  I1:, Hi,  atton  and  Distribution  of  Tracts.) 

Stock,  S60;  Int. 

Co.,  $34.55;  John   Dem- 

Susan  Demies,  S1.20;  Mary  Kreider,  S1.20; 

k  church,  S8.40;  total S106  SS 

lia.— Covina  church,  S2.05;  total S    2  05 

.  'vania—  Middle  Creek  church,  S1.20;  total,..*    1  20 
Illinois.— Cyrus  Miller,  Lanark,  75  cents;  total S       7S 

Total Si  1 1  45 


1  ir,,,/,,, ,,■/■•,, 

Itee  ftofoses   1 
larked  !/,„!  (• 


Don, 


tided  In  order  that  the  .hur.h  there 
'lie  advantage  of  a  femianenl  home. 
,0011  ,1,  ,uff„,e,il  t„„,h  „>e  raued, 
o„,e  to  ilsttr  I'llo  Williams1  firofio- 


Kansas.— Caney,  35  cents;  total S  25 

FOREIGN  M4SSION  FUND. 

Indiana— Double  Pipe  Creek  church,  (11.50;  total,..*  n  50 
Pennsylvania.— A.     S.    Kricder,     Annville,     S3.50; 

Elizabeth  Replogle,  Altoona,  so  cents;  total S  4  00 

Virginia.— Roanoke  City"  Sunday  school,  53.05;  to- 
tal  '■■••*  30S 

Ohio—  A  sister,  West  Dayton  church,  $2;  total S  200 

Iowa.— Mt.  Etna  church,  $2;  total, S  2  00 

North  Dakota.— A  brother,  Sherbrooke,  Si ;  total S  I  00 

'  Oregon.— A  brother,  Klamath  Falls,  50  cents;  total, .S  50 

Oklahoma— A  sister,  Thomas,  25  cents;  total S  25 

Total, S  24  30' 


(.Used  only  ha  the  Minion  in  India.) 

'  Illinois,— Int.  loan  John  S.  Runs,  S180;  Sisters'  Sew- 
ing Society,  Lanark,  $2.15;  a  brother,  Sycamore,  Si;  to- 
tal   *>83  15 

Pennsylvania.— Sisters  of  Middle  Creek  church, 
S2.50;  Minerva  Worley,  30  cents;  Mechanicsburg  Sun- 
day school,  S7I  Johnstown  church,  S44;  total S  53  80 

Iowa.— Deep  River  Sunday  school,  $y,  Hansell,  62 
cents;  S.  Keokuk  church,  S3;   Panther  Creek  church, 

S2.75; church,  63  cents;  total S    q  00 

Nebraska.— Bethel  church,  Si-35;  brother  and  sister, 

Holmesville.SS;  total S    6  35 

Colorado—  John  J.  Hoover.  Macon,  SS;  total S     5  00 

Ohio.— Maumee  church,  S1.77;  Hannah  Throne,  Pio- 
neer, S3;  total, S    4  77 

California.— Covina  church,  84-5°;  '°>al. *    4  5° 

Virginia.— A  brother,  Hollins.  SI ;  total S     I  00 

Missouri— An  unworthy  sister,  Si;  Sarah  Sliler,  Hol- 
den,S3  25;  total S    4  25 

Total S271  82 

ARMENIAN  ORPHAN  FUND,  ASIA  MINOR. 

Illinois— A  brother,  Mt.  Morris,  $2;  G.  E.  Weaver, 
S4.00;  Hattie  Weaver,  $3;  Fawn  Weaver,  SI;  Delia  My 
ers,  Lanark,  S30;  Chicago  Mission,  S10.06;  a  brother  and 
wile,  Mt.  Morris,  S12;  total S  62  06 

Pennsylvania.— Abram  Cassel,  Harleysville,  $30;  to- 
tal  *3ooo 

Indiana.— Missionary  Society,  Monticello.SiS;  Union 
Sunday  school,  S2.15;  total, S  17  IS 

Kansas.— Laura  McQuoid,  S5;  the  Wolf  family, 
Plattsburg,  S3.05;  total, $    8  05 

Total Si'7  26 

Home  and  European  Fund S339  80 

Asia  Minor  Mission S  34  85 

India  Mission S271  82 

Foreign  Mission S  24  39 

Armenian  Orphans, Si  (7  26 

Washington  Mission S        25 

Book  and  Tract  Fund Sill  45 

Total  receipts, S809  73 

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  12,837. 

Gsn.  Miss,  and  Tragt  Cow. 
Mt,  Morris,  III. 
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The  Brethren  do  not  think  th 
South  too  warm  for  a  series  of  m 
ly,    after  a    protracted   effort  in 
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applicants,  and  some  were  restored  to  fellowship 
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To  day  there  are  plenty  of  church  members  who 
ill  travel  six  miles  through  the  rain  to  attend  a 
political  meeting,  and  yet  cannot  muster  up  enough 
Christian  zeal  to  drive  two  miles,  exposed  to  the 
rays  of  the  sun,  to  attend  a  religious  service.  What 
inconsistency! 

Last  year  a  number  of  our  ministers  had  much 
difficulty  in  obtaining  clergyman's  half-fare  per- 
mits because  their  names  rlo  not  appear  in  our 
Almanac.  Let  each  minister  see  to  it  that  his 
name  is  in  the  forthcoming  publication  that  we 
are  now  at  work  on. 


A  writer  in  the  Christian  Standardly*;  "  Church- 
es and  preachers  never  have,  or  never  will,  reform 
politics  by  dabbling  in  them;  while  on  the  other 
hand,  politics  always  have,  and  always  will,  deform 
the  preachers  which  dabble  in  them."  Let  preach- 
ers take  warning  and  keep  out  of  the  political  are- 
na. They  have  enough  to  do  to  care  for  and  feed 
the  flock  of  God  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has 
made  them  overseers. 


Writing  from  Juniata,  Nebr., 
Hutchison  says  that  he  expects 
rest  of  this  month  at  his  home  in  McPherson,  K  C 
September  and  October  he  will  devote  to'  w  "l 
preaching  in  Iowa,  and  may  spend  November j  ' 
Southern  Illinois.  It  may  be  necessary  for  him  t" 
spend  the  remainder  of  the  winter  in  a  milder  cl° 
mate,  and  he  thinks  of  going  to  Virginia,  but  for  h' 
good  he  ought  to  go  still  farther  south. 

During  the  next  two  months  thousands  of 
preachers  will  spend  more  time  studying  politics 
than  the  Bible,  and  not  a  few  of  them  will  talk 
more  about  the  political  issues  of  the  day  than  the 
salvation  of  souls.  Jesus  never  intended  that  his 
embassadors  should  have  their  important  work  in- 
terfered with  in  this  manner.  Their  business  is  t0 
feed  the  Master's  sheep,  and  if  there  ever  was  a 
time  when  the  sheep  needed  careful  feeding  it  is 
now.  Personally,  we  believe  the  temporal  king- 
doms are  capable  of  taking  care  of  themselves, 
while  it  is  most  assuredly  the  duty  of  the  preach- 
ers to  look  after  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
upon  the  earth. 


Bro  Aniirew  Hutchison 
mence  a  scries  of  meetings 
church,  Iowa,  Sept.  I. 


expected   to  com- 
the   Pleasant  Hill 


.mil 


Bro.  J.  S.   M0111.E 
nged  to  spend  the 
iuld  hereafter 


of  Morrill,  Kans.,  has  ar- 
ming winter  in  California, 
addressed  at  Lordsburg. 


Sister  Lizzie  Howe,  of  the  Chicago  Children's 
Mission,  was  with  us  over  last  Sunday.  She  gave 
a  very  interesting  talk  in  the  sisters'  sewing  so- 
ciety. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  writes  us  that  he  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  the  Ministerial  Meeting 
o(  Southern  Ohio,  and  that  it  proved  a  very  pleas- 
ant and  profitable  gathering. 


An 


interesting  communication  from  Bro.  J.  D. 
Trostle,  concerning  his  trip  to  Oklahoma  Territo- 
ry, though  already  in  type,  is  crowded  out  of  this 
issue,  and  will  appear  next  week. 

We  learn  with  regrets  that  Bro.  Edward  Frantz, 
of  the  McPherson  College,  Kansas,  is  quite  sick 
of  the  typhoid-malaria  fever.  The  indications  for 
his  recovery  are  reported  favorable. 

Some  one  who  fails  to  give  either  his  name  or 
address,  sends  an  important  notice  for  publication. 
The  envelope  bears  the  stamp  of  Isabel,  Oregon. 
Of  course  the  communication  cannot  appear. 


the 


Bko.  S.   N.   McCann  has  been  preaching 
College  Chapel  each  evening  for  one   week 
discourses  are  listened  to  with   considerable  inter- 
est.    The   meetings   are    to   continue     during    the 
present  week. 

Be  slow  to  give  credit  to  evil  reports  concerning 
people  of  good  standing.  It  will  be  time  enough 
to  belteve  such  statements  when  the  facts  are  fur- 
nished. In  the  meantime  regard  every  man  as  in- 
nocent until  he  is  proven  guilty. 


What- five  preachers  and  only  one  preaching 
service  a  month!  Do  any  of  these  preachers  ever 
preach  from  the  text,  "  The  harvest  truly  is  great 
but  the  laborers  are  few?"  The  Master  never  in- 
tended that  his  workmen  should  be  idle. 


Sister  Nancv  Robey,  of  Three  Churches,  W.  Va., 
writes  that  she  has  just  had  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing a  sermon  delivered  by  a  brother,  the  first  she 
has  been  permitted  to  hear  for  twelve  years 
There  are  but  two  members  in  that  locality.  It  is 
well  for  our  ministers  to  look  up  these  isolated 
members  and  encourage  them  in  their  lonely  strug- 
gle for  the  right. 


The  editor,  in  the  August  issue  of  the  Brethren's 
Missionary  Visitor,  says:  "  A  few  of  the  Districts,  not 
oyer  one-fourth,  have  responded  to  the  offer  to 
give  twenty-five  Messenger  subscriptions  for  mis- 
sionary purposes  to  each  District  Mission  Board. 
We  should  like  to  know  soon  why  the  others  have 
not  reported."  The  General  Mission  Board  pro- 
poses to  place  700  copies  of  the  Messenger  in 
such  families,  not  members,  as  the  State  Boards 
will  recommend,  and  from  this  we  learn  that  not 
two  hundred  papers  have  yet  been  called  for,  and 
that  not  over  one-fourth  of  the  Districts  have  yet 
responded  to  the  call.  Brethren,  we  need  more  zeal 
along  this  line. 

"Godliness  with  contentment,"  says  Paul,  "is 
great  gain."  But  godliness  without  contentment, 
if  such  a  thing  be  possible,  is  unprofitable.  Con- 
tentment means  satisfaction  with  what  one  has. 
It  means  to  be  satisfied  with  the  sphere  in  which 
nature  and  grace  has  assigned  one  a  place,  and 
willingness  to  labor  earnestly  and  to  do  the  right 
thing.  The  contented  Christian  has  a  harmonious 
world  within  himself.  He  knows  his  God,  and 
confides  in  him.  He  makes  everything  within  his 
sphere  harmonious  because  he  is  harmony  himself. 
He  sees  the  beauties  in  nature  as  well  as  in  grace, 
and  if  there  be  discords  around  him  he  is  not 
seemingly  affected  by  them,  knowing  that  they 
are  not  for  him.  To  him  there  is  so  much  in  life, 
and  all  around  him,  to  make  one  happy,  that  he 
does  not  permit  himself  to  be  wearied  with  the 
discords.  Perhaps  the  real  secret  of  contentment 
is  being  able  to  take  in  the  harmonies  found  in 
life,  and  repel  the  discords. 


Nothing  among  us  is  proving  so  helpful  as 
our  Ministerial  Meetings.  They  are  bringing  our 
preachers  closer  together,  giving  them  a  better 
understanding  of  each  other,  and  materially  broad- 
ening their  minds  in  some  very  essential  ways. 
But  we  suggest  that  it  might  be  good  for  sisters 
at  these  meetings,  to  be  assigned  at  least  one  topic 
They  might  make  it  interesting  by  telling  "  How 
a  Minister's  Wife  should  Conduct  Herself,"  or 
What  Kind  of  a  Wife  a  Minister  should  have  "  or 
"  How  a  Minister  Should  Raise  his  Family "  or 
"How  a  Minister's  Wife  can  Hinder  the  Work  of  her 
Husband,  etc.,  etc.  It  might  also  be  well  to  assign 
a  topic  to  some  wide-awake  laymember,  and  let 
him  tell  the  ministers  of  some  unbecoming  habits 
they  should  get  rid  of,  or,  "  How  Long  a  Minister 
may  Preach  to  Make  his  Sermon  Edifying,"  or 
"How  Ministers  May  Improve  in  their  Ways  of 
Conducting  Religious  Services,"  etc.,  etc.  It  would 
be  very  helpful  to  most  ministers  to  listen  to  talks 
along  these  lines. 


FEET  -WASHING  AOAIN. 

D.  B.  Ray,  of  debate  notoriety,  seems  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  the  Brethren  even  in  his  dreams.  There 
is  something  about  their  doctrine  that  strikes  him 
at  a  tender  place.  Years  ago  he  wrote  a  book, 
endeavoring  to  trace  the  Baptist  church,  in  an  un- 
broken line,  to  the  days  of  the  apostles.  This 
would  have  been  all  right  for  his  frail  craft,  if  our 
people  had  not  repeatedly  shown  that  most  of  the 
ancient  churches  through  which  he  ran  his  suc- 
cession, practiced  trine  immersion,  and  that  his 
backward,  single  immersion  is  not  yet  four  hun- 
d  years  old,  and  was  never  the  practice  of  any 
of  the  Baptist  churches  beyond  the  time  of  the 
Reformation.  On  this  point  there  is  little  for  him 
to  say.  It  is  his  misfortune,  and  he  must  bear  it. 
It  would  be  far  better  if  he  would, £.et  .rid  of  his 
error,  accept  the  truth  and  administer  the  rite  of 
baptism  as  did  the  early  Baptist  church. 

But  now  Mr.  Ray  is  .out  with  a  small  pamphlet 
against  feet-washing  as  a  Gospel  rite.  He  en- 
deavors to  show  that  the  feet-washing  of  John  13 
was  at  Bethany,  six  days  before  the  passover, 
whereas  every  careful  Bible  reader  does  know,  or 
should  know,  that  Jesus  washed  the  feet  of  his 
disciples  on  the  same  evening  that  he  instituted 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  Communion.  By  at- 
tempting to  divide,  or  separate,  what  the  Lord 
thought  proper  to  put  together,  the  cause  of  feet- 
washing,  as  a  religious  rite,  is  supposed  to  be  ma- 
terially weakened,  and  the  only  object  of  thus 
placing  the  occurrence  at  Bethany  is  to  serve  this 
purpose.  To  answer  the  pamphlet  in  full  would 
be  to  repeat  what  is  familiar  to  most  of  our  read- 
ers. We  need  to  merely  add,  that  our  people  are 
willing  to  face  the  open  Book  at  the  judgment, 
practice  in  this  respect,  feeling  that  if 
leans  what  it  says,  the  Brethren  are  most 
in  the  safe  side  of  the  question. 

J.  h.  m. 

THE  HOLY  UHOST  AND  THE  HOLY  AN0EL5. 

We  have  just  published  a  neatly-printed,  and 
well-bound  little  volume  on  the  nature,  office 
nd  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  containing  also  a 
a  chapter  on  The  Angels,  Who  They  Are,  etc., 
by  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman.  The  subjects  are  well 
treated,  and  the  work  will  prove  most  interesting 
and  instructive  reading.  Thousands  will  be  com- 
forted by  the  chapter  on  "The  Angels,"  their  na- 
ture, work,  etc.,  while  the  chapter  on  "The  Holy 
Ghost  "  will  give  information  that  cannot  help 
proving  valuable  to  all  of  our  readers.  This  is  a 
little  volume  that  should  be  read  by  all  of  our 
nembers,  and  especially  by  our  preachers,  who 
hould  then  recommend  it  to  their  people.  P»«. 
25  cents,  or  S2.40  a  dozen. 
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Number  Thirty -three. 

FROM  CALCUTTA  TO  MADRAS. — DANGEROUS  NAVIGA- 

TI0N> — A  BEAUTIFUL  SEA. — THE  CAR  OF 

JUGGERNAUT. 

We  sailed  away  from  Calcutta  for  Madras  and 
Ceylon's  spicy  isle  on  the  4th  day  of  February  by 
the  staunch  steamer  Chusan  of  four  thousand  tons 
burthen,  and  well  fitted  for  the  comfort  of  the 
passengers.  We  took  leave  of  Northern  India  and 
of  our  missionaries  with  the  feeling  strong  upon 
us  that  we  should  see  each  other's  faces  no  more 
in  the  flesh.  But  we  commended  them  and  our- 
selves to  the  grace  of  God,  who  is  able  to  keep 
what  we  have  committed  to  him  against  that  day. 
In  the  evening  when  we  went  aboard  the  boat  the 
writer  had  the  misfortune,  when  entering  the 
companion  way,  to  make  a  misstep,  which  resulted 
in  a  sprained  back,  necessitating  close  confinement 
in  the  stateroom  for  several  days. 

From  the  City  of  Palaces  we  sailed  down  the 
Hooghly  River  some  ninety  miles  to  the  sea.  The 
navigation  of  the  stream  is  a*  delicate  and  dan- 
gerous business.  It  is  one  of  the  most  treacher- 
ous rivers  in  the  world,  and  many  a  good  ship 
lies  embedded  in  its  and  sand  mud.  The  stream, 
after  uniting  with  the  Ganges,  flows  into  the  Bay 
of  Bengal,  the  birthplace  and  home  of  the  cyclone 
and  hurricane.  A  short  distance  below  Calcutta 
is  a  great  sand  bar  thrown  up  by  the  swirl  of  the 
river,  and  which  can  only  be  crossed  at  high  tide. 
Our  pilot  cast  anchor  before  reaching  the  bar, 
and  our  ship  rested  on  the  bosom  of  the  river 
eighteen  hours  waiting  for  high  tide  to  carry 
us  over  the  dangerous  shoal.  The  "clay  was  de- 
lightfully cool,  and  the  delay  was  not  unpleasant. 
On  either  bank  of  the  stream  were  numerous  Ben- 
galee villages,  sich  nestling  in  its  grove  of  palms 
and  bamboos.  The  natives  could  be  seen  about 
their  work  and  the  scene  was  a  pleasant  one.  At 
last  the  anchors  were  lifted,  the  sand-bar  crossed  in 
safety,  and,  continuing  our  course  down  the  stream, 
we  saw  Sangor  Island,  the  paradise  of  the  tiger.  It 
is  said  the  place  is  full  of  these  ferocious  animals. 
The  stream  gradually  widens  and  we  steam  out 
upon  the  yellow  flood  of  the  Ganges,  bounded  on 
either  side  by  the  blue  waters  of  the  sea. 

The  voyage  from  Calcutta  to  Ceylon  by  way  of 
Madras,  a  distance  of  some  fifteen  hundred  miles, 
was  quiet  and  tranquil.  The  cyclone  and  hurri- 
cane, so  common  in  these  tropical  waters,  came 
not  to  disturb  our  peace  of  mind:  and  the  Chusan, 
day  after  day,  glided  over  the  blue  waters  of  the 
sleeping  ocean  on  her  way  to  Colombo.  A  cloud- 
less sky.  from  which  the  sun  shone  with  ever- 
increasing  power,  as  we  neared  the  equator,  made  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  -sapphire  of  the  bay 
which  was  broken  into  a  chain  of  beautiful  silver- 
crested  ripples,  by  schools  of  flying  fish  rising  and 
falling  as  the  ship  moved  on  her  course.  One  of 
these  singular  fish,  taking  a  higher  flight  than  its 
companions,  came  through  an  open  port  hole  and 
was  found  in  one  of  the  cabins.  It  served  a  young 
lady  artist,  on  board  the  ship,  as  a  model  for  a 
fine  drawing  of  this  winged  denizen  of  the  deep. 
*t  was  at  one  time  thought  that  the  fish  did  not 
fly  but  was  carried  into  the  air  from  the  crest  of 
the  waves  by  the  force  of  the  motion  secured  be- 
fore leaving  the  water,  but  they  do  use  their  fin- 
!'ke  wings  in  sailing  through  the  air.  We  watched 
them  hour  after  hour,  sporting  on  the  surface  of 
the  sea,  and  are  satisfied  that  they  do  use  their 
'arge  fins  as  the  bird  uses  its  wings  in  making  long 
flights. 

And  now  we  cast  anchor  at  Madras  the  one   im- 
portant city  of  Southern   India,  with  nearly  a  half 
lion  souls-     How   it   ever   grew   to    its   present 


importance  is  a  query  with  all  who  visit  the  place. 
Without  a  large  river,  without  a  natural  harbor,  on 
a  coast  swept  by  cyclone,  hurricanes  and  tidal 
waves,  Madras  has  clung  to  the  shore  of  the  sea 
until  it  has  become  one  of  the  leading  cities  of 
India.  It  is  only  thirteen  degrees  north  of  the 
equator  and  the  people  know  nothing  of  cold 
weather  even  in  winter.  In  the  mid-summer 
months  the  heat  becomes  almost  intolerable. 

We  spent  only  time  enough  in  this  Southern 
Capital  to  gain  a  superficial  knowledge  of  its  sur- 
roundings. The  impressions  received  were  not  un- 
pleasant. We  drove  through  the  parks  and  the 
business  streets,  and  visited  some  of  the  temples 
and  found  that  in  a  general  way  Madras  is  like 
most  other  cities  of  India  already  fully  described 
in  these  gleanings. 

One  of  the  temples  visited  had  more  than  usual 
interest.  It  was  the  store-room  of  the  well-known 
car  of  Juggernaut.  Who  has  not  heard  of  this 
great  car  and  of  the  people  crushed  to  death  be- 
neath its  massive  wheels  in  the  festival  given  in 
honor  of  the  lord  of  the  world  as  the  people  call 
the  idol  whose  image  makes  the  great  car  so  hid- 
eous. 

The  largest  temple  of  Juggernaut  is  at  Buri,  and 
is  one  of  the  sights  of  India.  Within  the  large 
enclosure  is  the  idol  with  his  brother  and  sister  on 
either  side.  They  are  the  most  hideous  carica- 
tures of  the  human  body  that  can  well  be  imag- 
ined, and  may  be  described  as  nothing  but  huge 
logs  of  wood  roughly  carved  into  a  semblance  of 
human  shape,  but  without  arms  or  legs.  Upon  in- 
quiry why  the  god  has  been  deprived  of  these 
necessary  parts  of  the  body,  the  priest  in  charge 
will  tell  you  that  the  lord  of  the  world  has  no 
need  of  arms  or  legs;  a  statement  easily  believed 
after  getting  a  view  of  the  idol.  The  trio  form 
the  ugliest,  as  well  as  the  most  popular  group  of 
idols  in  India. 

Each  of  the  three  idols  has  a  special  car  for  its 
own  use.  The  great  car  designed  for  the  chief  god 
is  forty-five  feet  high,  thirty-five  feet  square,  and 
is  supported  by  sixteen  broad  wheels,  each  seven 
feet  in  diameter.  During  the  car  festival  the  idol 
is  brought  out  of  his  temple  and  placed  on  the 
immense  wagon.  According  to  a  common  belief, 
elephants,  horses  or  oxen  must  not  be  used  to 
draw  the  car.  Four  thousand  two  hundred  men 
are  selected  for  the  purpose  of  dragging  the  huge 
structure.  It  is  considered  a  great  honor  to  be 
chosen  for  this  purpose,  and  those  who  do  the 
work  are  kept  at  Puri  free  of  expense  during  the 
festival. 

One  of  the  missionaries  who  witnessed  the 
dragging  of  the  car  says  that  it  is  a  remarkable 
sight.  Immense  ropes,  or  rather  cables,  are  man- 
ufactured and  attached  to  the  car,  and  at  the 
word  of  command  from  the  priests,  the  thousands 
rush  forward,  seize  the  ropes  and  arrange  them- 
selves in  the  order  of  march,  and  the  next  mo- 
ment are  straining  and  pulling  at  the  cumbersome 
conveyance,  which  at  length  moves  with  a  heavy, 
creaking  noise.  The  road  over  which  the  car  is 
dragged  is  crowded  with  tens  of  thousands  of  ex- 
cited spectators,  all  wild  with  fanaticism,  some  of 
whom  are  even  willing  to  attest  their  faith  in  Jug- 
gernaut by  throwing  themselves  beneath  the  great 
wheels  of  the  moving  car  and  be  crushed  to 
death.  Cases  of  this  kind  are  now  of  very  rare 
occurrence,  and  are  rather  the  result  of  accident, 
than  of  intentional  self-immolation.  The  British 
government  now  takes  great  care  to  prevent  ac- 
cidents of  this  kind.  When  the  festival  takes  place 
police  officers  surround  the  car  to  keep  the  ex- 
cited throng  away  from  the  wheels. 

Mr.  Tacy,  a  missionary  at  Puri,  once  saw  a  man 
crushed  by  the  car,  and  has  this  to  say  of  the  hor- 
rible spectacle:  "This   afternoon   I    had    an   awkil 


subject  for  my  discourse, — the  body  of  a  man 
crushed  to  pieces  by  the  car  Juggernaut.  The 
massive  wheels  had  passed  over  his  loins,  and  he 
presented  a  shocking  sight  to  look  upon.  The 
wheels  of  the  car  are  made  for  this  work  of  death 
most  effectually,  as  the  spokes  project  three  or 
four  inches  beyond  the  felloe.  The  poor  wretch 
had  thrown  himself  Irom  the  front  of  the  car, 
and  so  was  a  voluntary  sacrifice.  He  seemed  a 
respectable  man,  apparently  a  Brahman.  I  felt 
I  ought  not  to  lose  such  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing against  a  system  that  produced  such  ef- 
fects; so  I  took  my  stand  over  the  body,  and 
spoke  with  some  feeling  of  the  nature  of  the  1  [in- 
du  religion  and  compared  it  with  Christianity; 
and  perhaps  I  never  had  a  more  serious  congre- 
gation. Some  hardened  wretches  standing  by 
said,  'See,  sir,  the  glory  of  Juggernaut,'  pointing 
to  the  mangled  body.  I  concluded  by  rebuking 
them,  and  recommending  them  to  look  to  Jesus 
Christ    for  mercy  and  salvation  which    Juggernaut 

The  most  remarkable  thing  about  the  worship 
of  Juggernaut  is  the  great  number  of  Hindus  that 
make  the  pilgrimages  to  Puri  to  be  present  at  the 
festivals.  A  Hindu  gentleman  who  spent  his  life 
at  Puri  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  the 
number  who  flock  to  the  temple  never  falls  short 
of  fifty  thousand  a  year,  and  that  three  hundred 
thousand  is  the  usual  number  of  strangers  present 
at  the  car  festival.  Some  visitors  aver  that  these 
figures  are  too  low,  and  that  from  a  half  to  one 
million  human  beings  are  present  at  the  great 
festivals  given  each  year  to  Juggernaut  on  the 
shores  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal. 

The  government  seeing  the  great  masses  of 
people  coming  up  to  the  temple  each  year,  de- 
termined to  place  a  tax  on  each  one  and  thus  se- 
cure a  revenue.  When  the  Mohammedans  were 
supreme  rulers  of  India,  it  is  said  they  secured  a 
half  million  dollars  in  this  way.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment continued  the  tax  for  some  years,  but 
finally,  from  a  sense  of  shame,  it  is  presumed, 
gave  up  the  income  received  from  a  tax  placed  on 
idolatry.  At  the  present  time  all  taxes  and  fees 
paid  by  the  pilgrims,  amounting,  it  is  said  to  a 
quarter  of  a  million  annually,  are  divided  between 
the  Rajah,— local  governor  of  the  district,— and  the 
priests.  "The  richer  pilgrims  heap  gold  and  silver 
and  jewels  at  the  feet  of  the  god,  or  spread  be- 
fore him  charters  and  title-deeds  conveying  rich 
lands  in  distant  provinces.  Every  one,  from  the 
richest  to  the  poorest,  gives  beyond  his  ability; 
many  cripple  their  fortunes  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives  in  a  frenzy  of  liberality;  and  hundreds  die  on 
their  way  home  from  not  having  kept  enough  to 
support  them  on  their  journey." 

Such  is  a  brief  account  of  the  worship  of  the 
armless  and  legless  image  of  the  Hindus  so-called 
lord  of  the  world.  As  we  looked  at  the  car  of 
Juggernaut,  one  thought  came  to  us  stronger  than 
all  others,  and  that  was,  Can  it  be  possible  that 
men  and  women,  created  in  the  image  and  like- 
ness of  the  living  God,  can  be  satisfied  to  worship 
these  hideous  idols?  It  is  too  true,  and  then  we 
thought,  Such  as  these  are  would  we  be,  were  it  not 
for  the  blessed  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  need 
only  go  back  to  the  early  centuries  of  our  era  to 
find  our  ancestors  worshiping  idols  in  Northern 
Europe.  In  their  sacred  groves  were  the  images 
of  Wodan,  Thor,  Fria,  Saetere  and  Tiw.  To  these 
our  forefathers  offered  sacrifice,  and  we  have  their 
names   perpetuated  to   us    in   five   of  the   days  of 

ir    week.     Let    these    facts    impress    upon    our 

inds  the  truth  that  but  for  the  religion  of  Jesus 

:  would  be  idolators  to-day,  as  are  the  Hindus; 

d  that  as  the  missionaries  of  the  cross  brought 
the  Gospel  to  our  fathers,  so  it  is  our  duty  to  send 
the  light  to  the  nations  still  in  heathen  darkness. 
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IEY  SHOULD  BE,  ANE 
SUCH. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  ' 


But  supposing  that  the  location  is  all  right,  and 
the  house,  be  it  ever  so  humble  or  stately, — yet 
such  as  the  means  will  allow.  Then  the  furnishing 
and  care  of  it  must  be  considered.  This  must  al- 
ways be  done  in  view  of  giving  a  homelike  feeling  to 
those  who  dwell  there.  There  should  be  such  at- 
tractions as  draw  and  bind,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
develop  good  taste  and  give  culture.  The  home 
education  gives  impress  and  lays  the  foundation 
principle  of  the  child-life.  And  everything  in  the 
home,  from  childhood  up,  which  impresses  the 
senses,  arc  open  books  from  which  lessons  are  as 
practically  drawn  as  they  are  from  schoolbooks  and 
blackboards.  Children  have  God-given  minds, 
that  must  be  entertained,  amused,  and  instructed. 
We  cannot  change  this,  and  should  not,  if  we  could, 
but  we  can  and  should  direct.  We  spend  hours 
and  days  in  study  and  experiments,  as  to  raising 
the  best  crops,  and  wherein  we  can  get  most  gain. 
How  much  time  do  we  give  to  studying  the  best 
interests  of  our  children? 

There  are  so  many  things  inside  of  the  house 
that  tend  to  make  home  homelike,  that  we  cannot 
tell  them.  Indeed,  they  are  so  various  that  they 
must  be  seen  and  felt  to  make  them  available. 
Parents  should  never  get  away  from  their  children 
so  far  as  to  cause  a  wall  of  separation  to  grow  up. 
We  must  come  down  to  the  child-life  and  live,  talk 
and  play  with  it.  If  it  should  make  a  little  noise 
and  "rumpus,"  let  it  sing,  let  it  blow,  yea,  let  it 
thunder,  rather  than  to  quench  the  young  and  jubi- 
lant spirit,  that  must  either  explode  or  burst. 
These  things  are  out  of  harmony  with  us  only  when 
we  are  out  of  harmony  with  the  home  spirit. 

Then  we  must  have  things  and  places  in  the 
home  that  the  children  can  feel  are  their  own. 
And  money  spent  in  getting  them  such  books,  pic- 
tures and  things  for  innocent  amusements  is  well 
invested.  In  these  things  parents  must  use  discre- 
tion and  judgment,— not  to  drive,  but  lead  the 
minds  to  such  things  as  would  develop  in  the  right 
direction. 

Above  all  things  encourage  Bible  reading  and  re- 
ligious thought.  This  can  be  done  by  making  the 
family  worship  a  time  of  pleasure  rather  than  a 
task.  To  make  the  Bible  an  attractive  book  to 
children,  attractive  associations  must  be  thrown 
around  it.  Children,  as  a  rule,  accept  the  time  of 
family  worship  very  much  in  the  same  spirit  that 
the  parents  feel  and  show.  The  spirit  of  devotion 
is  contagious,  as  much  so  as  the  measles  or  whoop- 
ing cough.  It  we  want  our  children  to  have  a  de- 
votional spirit,  let  us  get  in  earnest  ourselves,  and, 
rest  assured,  it  will  go  through  the  family. 

We  have  mentioned  a  few  things.  To  these  add 
the  hundreds  of  others  that  a  little  observation  will 
give  you,  and  you  will  soon  feel  their  benign  in- 
fluence shining  into  the  lives  of  your  children. 

The  outside  of  our  homes  must  also  be  looked 
after,  as  it  has  its  part  to  perform  in  the  make-up 
of  the  true  home.    The  outside  of  the   buildings 
should  be  made  to  appear  as  neat  and  attractive  as 
possible.     This  can  be  done  at  a  very  small   cost, 
and  is  economy  in  the  end,  as  a  nail  in  place  and 
time,  paint  and  white-wash  adds   not  only  to  ap- 
pearance,  but   durability   as  well.    Our  Heavenly 
Father  put  us  in  the  world  to  take  care  of  th: 
and  if  we  don't  do  it,  they  will  go  to  wreck,  .... 
and  our  children  with  them.     Every  home,  whe 
it  is  possible,  ought  to  have  a  yard 
enclosed  with  a  neat  fence. 

In  the  yard  should  be  shrubs  and  flowers,  such  as 
the  children  can  be  made  to  admire,  cultivate,  and 
•.are  for.     This  liking  will  be  largely 


ungs, 


ounding  it, 


to  your  own  admiration  for  them.  Did  you  ever 
know  children  who  did  not  admire  the  flowers  and 
home  surroundings  that  were  highly  prized  by  pa- 
pa and  mamma?  Likes  and  dislikes  grow  into  the 
lives  of  children.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  plant 
the  seed,  cultivate  and  water. 

These  are  the  little  cords  that  bind  children  to 
the  home  life  and  the  home  religion.  They  are 
memory  flowers  that  follow  them  all  through  life. 
How  vividly  now  do  we  see  the  old  home  yard 
with  its  little  plots  of  "Johnny  jump-ups,"  as  moth- 
er called  them,  beds  of  tulips,  lilies,  and  large 
bunches  of  dahlias!  They  will  ever  be  bright 
spots  in  memory's  page,  though  long  since  the 
hands  that  planted,  watered,  and  cared  for  them, 
have  been  stilled  by  death  and  are  now  moldering 
in  the  silent  grave.  These  are  plantings  that  give 
happiness  in  their  budding  and  blooming,  and  a 
rich  fruitage  in  the  autumn  of  life.  These  are  little 
things,  and  we  name  them  because  they  are  so 
small  that  every  home,— no  matter  how  humble, — 
can  have  them.  The  spirit  of  neatness  and  order 
should  pervade  all  the  premises.  Lessons  thus 
drawn  through  the  eyes,  from  home  surroundings, 
are  the  little  gems  that  silently  build  up  the  char- 
acter of  children.  They  are  the  lessons  that  tell 
on  the  future  life,  and  to  neglect  them  is  to  miss 
the  golden  opportunities  of  the  home  training. 

It  may  be  thought  that,  to  attend  to  these  things, 
will  require  too  much  of  the  time  and  labor  of 
those  who  make  their  living  by  hard  work  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  shop.  This  is  a  mistake.  Odd 
moments  will  do  it,  and,  instead  of  being  a  task, 
will  prove  moments  of  rest  and  pleasure.  Labor  is 
hard  and  tiresome  when  we  don't  want  to  do  it,  but 
sweet  and  restful  when  the  heart  is  in  it.  Heaven 
should  commence  with  us  while  here.  We  sing  of 
"a  home  in  heaven  so  bright  and  fair."  Why  not 
have  some  of  it  here?  We  should  have,  and  we 
may  have,  if  we  so  elect.  As  the  Christ-life  forms 
in  our  lives,  we  are  making  the  foundation  of  the 
true  home  life.  And  as  this  begins,  heaven  on 
earth  commences  with  us  in  our  homes,  and  we 
have  the  answer  to  our  prayer,  "  Thy  kingdom 
come;  thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  in  heaven." 

Now  we  have  had  our  say,  and  you  have  read  aft- 
er us.  What  shall  be  the  result?  Will  it  do  any 
good?  Of  late  years  we  have  been  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  subject  of  home  making.  While 
we  are  glad  to  know  that  we  have  many  homes  that 
are  little  heavens  on  earth,  we  also  know  that  a 
very  large  number  of  the  places  called  homes  are 
merely  feeding  and  sleeping  places,  to  say  the  best 
we  can  of  them,  and  the  children  born  and  reared 
under  their  roofs  are,  early  in  life,  set  adrift  as 
homeless  wanderers,  without  even  a  taste  of  the 
blessedness  of  the  place  we  call  home,  sweet  home. 
If  not  already  commenced,  will  we  not  now  com- 
mence to  make  our  place  of  abode  "a  home" 
where  the  angel  of  peace  and  love  shall  dwell, 
where  we  can  feel  and  enjoy  the  blessed  and  be- 
nign influence,  that  will  give  joy  and  peace  to  our 
own  lives,  and  where  our  children  will  grow  up  as 
loving  and  graceful  plants  in  the  Master's  vine- 
yard? To  do  this  is  our  privilege— our  duty. 
Lord,  help  us  so  to  do  and  so  to  live.  h.  b.  b. 

A  brother  who  recently  visited  some  localities 
where  the  Brethren  hold  preaching  services  once 
a  month  only,  writes:  "While  the  members  are 
having  meeting  only  one  Sunday  in  the  month, 
are  the  servants  of  the  evil  one  holding  services 
and  doing  their  wicked  work  only  one  day  in  the 
month?  "  Most  assuredly  not.  Where  it  is  pos- 
sible our  people  should  have  services  each  Lord's 
Day,  and  especially  ought  they  to  have  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday. 


~~~*  HOME  ♦  AND  *  FAMILY* 


MOTHER'S  SONQ. 


YotM 


skindo', 
i squeak; 


l  called  it  music,  for  the  voice  v 
An,  when  it  tried  the  highest  notes;  it  ended  i 
But  I  have  never  heered  its  equal,  an'  I'll  always  try  to  cl'ir 
To  the  echo  of  the  dear  old  song  that  mother  uster  sine 
Wisht  1  could  feel  contented,  like  I  did  when  evenin'  ere 
When  the  light  o'  day  had  vanished,  an'  the  earth  in  sju 

slept; 
Feel  the  peaceful  thrillin'  the  song  was  sure  to  bring, 
The  song  o'  purest  sweetness  that  mother  uster  sing.' 
An"  sometimes  when  I'm  dreaming,  her  angel  comes  to  me 
To  tell  me  'bout  the  beauties  o'  my  home  that  is  to  be- 
An'  through  the  gates  o'  heaven  I  can  hear  the  music  ring 
As  I  hold  my  breath  an'  listen  to  the  song  she  uster  sing 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETING. 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 


Number  Two. 

Following  what  has  been  said  heretofore  in  the 
matter  of  answers  to  prayer,  the  subjoined  have 
been  received.  It  is  not  thought  that  the  number 
of  those  who  have  been  made  the  recipients  of  God's 
mercy  are  yet  fully-heard  from. 

To  all  such  let  me  say  that  your  testimony  is 
needed,  and  you  are  invited  to  say  what  the  Lord 
has  done  for  you  in  answer  to  your  requests. 

In  the  last  presentation  of  this  work  we  had  ten 
instances.    We  begin  here: 

No.  ii.— A  gentleman,  not  now  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church,  that  is,  not  as  yet,  started  a  mis- 
sion in  a  western  city  with  S150,  and  made  it  a  suc- 


The   small   writer  gives  his  readers   What   they 
proportion    Wish,  the  great  writer  what  they  want. 


cess  on  the  basis  of 


prayer 


catarrh  to  the  extent  of 
impossible.  He  made  it 
a  few  days  recovered.  ' 
pressed  that  it  was  his  n 
messages  where  there  w 
places  did  so,  to  the  clear 
No.  12.— A   brother,  dri 


He 


afflicted  with 


endering  singing  almost 

subject  of  prayer,  and  in 

'his  same  party  felt  im- 

ission  to  deliver  certain 

s  sin,  and  going  to  th\j 

removal  of  the  trouble. 

/ing  to  market,  stopped 

at  a  warehouse  and  his  horse  put  a  foot  down  in 

a  crack  at  the  edge  of  a  weigh  scales,  thereby  h-. 

coming  fast.     It  was  clearly  a  case  where  if  help 

did   not   soon   come   the   horse   would   be   ruined. 

The  owner  got  under  the  scales,  in  the  water,  and 

silently   prayed   for    help.    Several    people    came 

along,  some  of  them  negroes,  and  there  was  quite 

an  excitement.     The  horse  was  finally  extricated, 

and  the  owner  regards  it  as  in  answer  to  his  prayer 

while  under  the  scales  lifting.     It  also  cured  him  of 

a  feeling  that  he  was  better  than  other  people,  as  it 

was  largely  the  negroes'  help  that  got  him  out  of 

the  difficulty. 

No.  13.— The  writer  visited  the  Seven  Churches 
of  Asia,  and  prayed  that  the  Brethren's  faith  might 
be  re-established  there.  Bro.  Fercken  was  sent, 
and  he  regards  it  as  in  answer  to  his  petitions. 
The  same  brother  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and 
he  regards  the  cure  he  experienced  as  the  result  of 
prayer  and  being  anointed  by  the  elders  of  the 
church. 

No.  14. — The  writer,  a  sister  over  seventy,  tells 
that  her  husband  took  the  pneumonia,  and  that 
after  much  discussion  the  ministry  was  called  on  to 
anoint  him  for  recovery.  It  was  so  done  and  he 
got  well  at  once.  The  same  sister  writes  that  she 
had  the  grippe,  called  in  the  elders,  and  after 
anointing  she  immediately  recovered  and  was 
about  her  household  duties  next  day.  All  this  she 
attributes  to  her  faith  in  the  methods  of  the  Lord. 

No.  15. — A  sister  at  a  public  institution  is  en- 
trusted with  a  lot  of  keys  to  facilitate  her  getting 
into  rooms  where  she  had  occasion  to  work.  She 
lost  them  and  was  much  troubled  in  consequence. 
She  prayed  that  the  place  where  they  were  should 
be  showed  her  in  a  dream.  It  was  so  done,  and 
she  fell  on  her  knees  and  thanked  God  that  it  had 
all  so  happened.  Then  she  went  to  the  room 
where  the  keys  were  kept,  and  there  was  her  ring 
with  all  the  keys  on,  and  the  man  in  charge  did  not 
know  how  they  happened  to  be  there. 

No.  16— A  brother  was  offered  a  place  under  » 
foreign  government.    He  did  not  know  wh«*h«r  " 
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was  best  to  go.  He  was  on  a  train  at  the  time,  and 
as  a  sign,  asked  that  if  he  was  to  go  the  train 
should  start  and  then  stop.  The  train  was  just 
starting,  and  in  a  moment  the  air-brakes  were  put 
on  and  the  train  came  to  a  stop.  Neither  the  con- 
ductor nor  any  of  the  train  hands  knew  the  cause. 
The  engineer  said  he  thought  he  was  signalled  to 
stop.  Then  all  went  on  again.  The  brother  went 
as  originally  thought  of  and  returned  safe  and 
sound.  You  cannot  convince  him  that  the  hand  of 
God  was  not  in  it  all. 

No.  17. — A  brother  had  a  neighbor  woman  down 
with' a  sickness  that  all  thought  would  be  mortal. 
He  prayed  for  her  recovery,  and  it  was  brought 
about,  as  he  believes,  in  direct  answer  to  his  prayer. 
The  same  brother  relates  a  case  where  a  neighbor 
was  so  badly  burned  that  life  was  despaired  of. 
He  was  sent  for,  and  on  the  way,  while  near  the 
house,  heard  the  screams  of  the  burned  woman. 
He  prayed  at  the  instant  for  her  recovery,  and  on 
entering  the  house  the  woman  became  quiet  and 
did  recover.  He  says,  "  I  would  have  to  disbelieve 
in  a  living  God  and  his  Word  before  I  could  be- 
lieve that  he  would  not  answer  a  penitent  prayer." 

No.  18. — A  deacon  relates  that  some  seven  or 
eight  years  ago  there  was  a  sick  woman  in  the 
neighborhood  who  thought  she  was  dying  and  sent 
for  one  of  the  members  to  pray  for  recovery.  He 
could  not  come,  and  the  writer  was  asked  to  read 
the  Bible  and  pray  for  her,  which  he  did.  She 
promised  that  if  she  recovered  she  would  change 
her  method  of  life.  She  got  well,  but  did  not 
change  as  she  promised.  The  brother  continued 
his  prayers,  and  she  became  a  church  member,  all, 
he  thinks,  in  answer  to  his  prayers. 

No.  19. — This  is  written  by  one  who  signs  him- 
self "A  Believer,"  a  thing  that  I  do  not  like,  but  he 
gives  his  reasons  as  follows:  "  Most  everything  re- 
quested is  of  such  a  nature  about  persons  and 
-  things  that  I  would  not  like  to  write  about,  but 
could  tell  some  in  common  conversation."  He 
asserts  his  entire  confidence  in  the  efficacy  of 
prayer.  To  all  of  which  I  reply  that  in  looking 
over  what  is  written,  is  there  any  clue  to  the  identi- 
ty of  the  witnesses  of  what  has  been  testified  to? 
But  if  there  are  those  who  would  wish  a  better  and 
more  detailed  account  of  any  instance,  the  other 
party  can  be  readily  reached. 

No.  20. — A  reader  of  the  call  for  testimony  says 
that  the  instances  are  so  numerous  in  her  life  that 
she  cannot  specify  in  detail.  She  says  that  the 
"storehouse  of  the  Father  is  exhaustless,"  and  that 
we  should  all  hide  behind  the  cross. 

At  this  writing  twenty  people  from  all  parts  of 
the  country  have  told  of  the  help  of  the  Lord. 
Doubtless  there  are  others  who  have  had  experi- 
ence, and  we  would  like  to  hear  what  God  has  done 
for  them.  All  can  now  see  how  the  subject  is  be- 
ing handled,  and  there  need  be  no  fear  that  there 
will  be  any  personal  publicity.  It  is  also  sure  that 
the  subject  is  one  of  intense  interest,  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  has  never  been  so  treated  before. 

Out  of  the  thousands  of  His  people,  here  and 
there  one  after  the  other  stands  up  and  testifies 
what  God  hath  wrought.     Let  the  evidence  come 
in  by  thousands. 
Ltwisburgh,  Umon  Co.,  Pa. 
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DO  NOT  SPOIL  YOUR  CHILDREN. 


nuch  that 


It  is  not  well  to  love  your  children  i 
you.will  make  every  one  else  hate  them. 

"  Thousands  of  kind-hearted  parents  are  uncon- 
sciously educating  their  children  in  habits  of  self- 
ishness. The  boy  for  whom  everything  is  done, 
and  who  is  not  required  to  do  anything  for  him- 
self or  for  anybody  else,  is  effectually  spoiled  for  all 
the  higher  uses  of  life,  unless,  indeed,  his  natural 
disposition  is  so  kindly  as  to  neutralize  the  effects 
of  his  vicious  training.  The  same  remark  may  be 
made  of  the  ordinary  girl.  Let  the  parents  who 
are  working  and  worrying  themselves  to  death  in 
order  to  exempt  their  children  from  the  necessity 
of  toil,  bear  this  thought  in  mind.  Such  a  policy 
«  essentially  cruel.  Whatever  the  difficulty  of  the 
'»«k,  rhiMrin  should  be  taught  from  their  earliest 


From  Moscow,  Idaho. 

Again  the  Moscow  church  is  left  without  a  min- 
ister. Bro.  J.  N.  Gwinn,  who  was  elected  to  the 
ministry  here  about  five  years  since,  and  who  has 
during  that  time  faithfully  labored  for  the  Mas- 
ter's cause,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Moscow 
church,  will,  the  Lord  willing,  leave  here  to- 
morrow for  the  Rogue  River  Valley,  Oregon.  The 
church  sustains  a  great  loss  by  this 
as  Bro.  Gwinn  was  loved  and  respected  by 
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Especially  were  my  sympathies  drawn  out  on  read- 
ing Bro.  P.  R.  Keltner's  plea  for  city  mission  work. 
We  can  plainly  read  that  it  was  the  established 
mode  of  the  early  Christians  to  meet  and  worship 
in  the  cities.  They  went  from  city  to  city,  and 
from  house  to  house.  Christ  said  it  was  his  meat 
and  drink  to  do  his  Father's  will.  Is  that  the  case 
with  us?     If  we  are  not  like  him,  we  are  none  of  his. 

Truly,  as  the  brother  says,  we  are  not  erecting  and 
fortifying  our  efforts  where  they  are  mo.st  needed. 
It  is  wheic  sin  and  wickedness  are  most  apparent 
that  we  should  center  our  forces,  with  banners  un- 
furled and  armor  bright,  prepared  for  the  Lord's 
battles;  for  the  "word  of  God  js  quick,  and  power- 
ful, and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing 
even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit." 
Heb.  4:  12. 

On  the  morning  of  July  4,  the  Verdigris  church, 
Kans.,  met,  and  had  a  good  discourse  on  missions. 
In  the  afternoon  they  enjoyed  another  good  talk  on 
the  same  subject.  It  almost  seems  as  if  the  drouth- 
stricken  State,  on  that  line,  is  ahead  of  some  of 


31  has  just  been  received.  I 
pressed  with  our  editor's  ad- 
keep  out  of  the  political  arena."  He 
says,  "Not  a  few  good  people  will  be  torn  from 
their  moorings." 

This  reminds  me  of  what  I  witnessed  on  the 
street  a  few  days  since.  A  man  who,  for  many 
years,  had  been  a  prominent  church  member,  was 
so  far  carried  away  by  the  political  questions  of 
the  day,  that  he  became  angry,  and  freely  made 
use  of  profane  language.  We  will  find  enough  to 
employ  our  time  and  talents  in  looking  after  the 
affairs  of  the  spiritual  kingdom,  and  it  is  evident 
that  while  we  arc  busily  engaged  in  this  line  of 
work,  we  will  find  but  few  moments  to  waste  in 
political  affairs.  Let  the  world  clash  about  its 
kingdoms.     Our  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world. 

James  Weimek. 


Harvest  Meeting  In  Botetourt  County,  Va. 

This  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  on  Sat- 
urday, Aug.  1.  At  9:  30  A.  M.  we  met  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revising  the  arrangement  for  our  minis- 
terial work,  so  as  to  do  more  preaching.  Each  one 
of  the  seven  ministers  here  does  his  part  in  regular 
rotation,  to  fill  the  appointments  at  the  various 
points,  so  as  to  have  twenty  regu'ar  sermons  in  each 
month. 

At  the  usual  hour  the  members  assembled  for  the 
thanksgiving  meeting.  A  sermon  was  preached 
from  John  4:  35,  36.  The  congregation  was  com- 
paratively small,  owing,  in  part,  to  an  unusual 
amount  of  sickness  prevailing. 

A  sad  occurrence  took  place  within  a  few  miles 
of  the  place  of  meeting.  By  the  explosion  of  a 
boiler  in  a  canning  factory,  two  men  were  instantly 
killed,  and  more  than  twenty  wounded  and  scalded. 
Some  of  them  will  probably  not  recover.  Besides 
this  the  weather  was  so  oppressively  hot  that  it 
prevented  many  from  coming. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  collection  was 
taken  up,  resulting  in  a  donation  for  home  mission 
of  S23.84;  foreign  mission,  S8.05;  making  a  total  of 
£31.89.  Under  more  favorable  circumstances  we 
have  reason  to  believe  our  collection  would  have 
been  much  larger,  the  financial  depression  of  our 
country  notwithstanding.  B.  F.  Moomaw. 


Our  Mission. 


While  perusing  the  ever-welcome  pages  of  the 
Messenger,  overflowing  with  good  news  from  the 
East  to  the  West,  I  was  made  to  feel  glad  to  see 
s„ch   an  advonumanl   ■-  »•>»  i»»—  •<  miiiioflti 


g  spirit. 
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ny  of  the  dear  members  arc 
we  still  hope  for  a  better  and 
hich  to  work  for  the  Master, 
and  strength  we  may  yet  be 
sions  in  the  towns  and  cities, 
:lsc.  Mary  B.  Stitely, 


The  Mexico  church  called  a  special  council  Aug. 
8,  to  attend  to  some  business  that  was  causing  the 
church  some  trouble,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  write  a  statement  to  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger. 

At  our  January  meetings,  a  stranger,  J.  W.  Thom- 
as, about  sixty-five  years  old,  crippled  in  one  leg 
and  representing  himself  to  be  traveling  for  the 
American  Tract  and  Bible  Society,  stopped  with 
us.  After  attending  a  few  meetings  he  applied 
for  membership  and  was  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  But  to  our  sorrow  we  found  that  he 
was  an  impostor.  He  soon  began  to  assail  our 
Orphan  and  Old  Folks'  Homes  by  circulating  false 
and  malicious  reports  against  those  institutions. 
He  also  canvassed  different  localities  for  The  Or- 
phan (a  periodical),  receiving  money  which  he 
failed  to  turn  over  to  the  Home. 

He  also  circulated  false  reports  about  our  official 
brethren. 

After  a  careful  investigation  by  the  church  he 
was  found  guilty  of  said  charges  and  was  expelled. 

We  would  request  the  elders,  especially  of  Mid- 
dle Indiana,  to  announce  this  warning,  for  he  is 
not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Homes  at  this 
place. 

Signed  by  the  Committee, 


,  Ind.,  Aug.  10. 


E.   C.  WlTTliR, 

S.  T.  Fisher, 
J.  M.  Replogle. 


From  Grand  Harbor,  N.  D. 

On  last  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  first  harvest  meeting  in  North  Da- 
kota. 

The  forenoon  was  rainy  and  somewhat  interfered 
with  the  programme.  After  dinner  Bro.  Silas  Ev- 
ersole,  of  the  Sweet  Water  congregation,  preached 
a  harvest  sermon. 

After  the  meeting  was  closed  by  Bro.  A.  B. 
Peters,  there  was  an  intermission  of  about  fifteen 
minutes. 

The  second  meeting  was  begun  by  a  short  talk  to 
the  children  by  Bro.  Peters,  after  which  followed  a 
missionary  sermon  by  Bro.  Isaac  Dcardorff.  We 
took  a  collection  for  the  missionary  fund,  and  re- 
ceived the  liberal  donation  of  seven  dollars. 

Our  place  of  meeting  was  formed  by  three  can- 
vases 16x24  feet  each,  which  w«  had  stretched  on 

snm.:   r,r.].-«  (or  »  shad*, 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSENGBS. 


August  22,  Ig96i 


We  had  a  very  large  crowd,  considering  thi 
weather,  and  some  said  we  must  have  another  thi 
fall. 

As  we  learn  that  in  other  lands  the  crop  is  spoil- 
ing in  the  field,  on  account  of  so  much  rain,  \ 
truly  can  be  thanklul  that  we  have  a  prospect  of 
fair  harvest.  I.  C.  Eisenhour. 


From  Idaho. 


Idaho  is  one  of  the  promising  young  States  of 
the  Union,  containing  great  natural  resources.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  watered  countries  known.  Be- 
sides having  rich,  fertile  soil,  it  is  unsurpassed  for 
health.  Our  great-  Brotherhood  has  but  one 
churchhouse  in  the  State, — at  Moscow.  There  is 
but  one  organization  and  that  is  badly  scattered. 
The  writer,  with  his  family,  moved  here  last  March 
and  has  been  doing  Sunday  school  work  and 
preaching  in  the  new  town  of  Nez  Perces.  There 
is  an  intelligent,  industrious  people  here,  and 
much  may  be  accomplished.  I  would  like  to  in- 
vite our  people  (ministers  or  not  ministers),  to 
come  here.  Come  with  your  Bible  and  tracts;  you 
will  find  a  ready  response. 

We  are  permanently  located  here  and  hope  at 
no  distant  day  to  see  our  Brethren  substantially 
represented  in  this  place.     Who  will  come? 

Geo.  W.  Thomas. 

Ncz  Penes,  Idaho,  Aug.  7. 


From  Cedar  L;ike  Church,  Ind. 

Junh  II  occurred  our  spring  love  feast.  All 
felt  that  it  was  good  to  be  there.  Aug.  2  we  held 
a  harvest  meeting  in  the  south  part  of  our  con- 
gregation, near  Garrett,  in  the  union  church.  Bro. 
J.  V.  Felthouse,  of  Elkhart,  was  with  us  and  did 
the  preaching.  At  10:  30  A.  M.  he  preached  a 
thanksgiving  sermon.  In  the  afternoon  he  preached 
a  missionary  sermon,  and  after  the  sermon  a  col- 
lection was  taken  up,  which  amounted  to  a  little 
over  five  dollars. 

Aug.  8  occurred  our  annual  council.  Our  elder, 
I.  L.  Berkey,  was  with  us  and  acted  as  Moderator. 
It  was  a  good  meeting, — one  calculated  to  build  up 
the  church.     Bro.  M.  C.  Shotts  was  with  us. 

Next  day  (Sunday)  we  had  another  harvest  or 
thanksgiving  meeting.  Bro.  Berkey  did  the  preach- 
ing. 

Bro.  Berkey  preached  two  very  acceptable  ser- 
mons on  thanksgiving  and  one  missionary  sermon. 
He  also  held  a  collection  for  the  missionary  cause 
and  received  something  over  seven  dollars.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  church  is  in  love  and 
union.  We  appointed  our  love  feast  for  Oct.  15, 
commencing  at  4  P.  M.  J.  H.  Elson. 

Aug.  12. 

From  McPherson,  Kans. 

McPherson  church  is  sustaining  her  home  work 
and  mission  appointments  as  well  as  she  can  with 
the  absence  of  some  of  our  ministers  during  the 
school  vacation. 

Our  mission  Sunday  school  in  the  city  is  holding 
its  own,  which  is  pretty  good  for  a  mission  Sunday 
school  in  warm  weather. 

Bro.  Edward  Frantz  has  been  very  sick  of  typhoid- 
malaria  fever.  Indications  are  favorable  for  his  re- 
covery. 

Prospects  are  encouraging  for  a  successful  school 
year  to  begin  Sept.  I. 

Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison  will  be  at  home  soon,  to 
take  some  needed  rest.     Bro.  Jacob  Witmore,  who 
has  been  at  home  resting  for  a  few  weeks,  expects 
soon  to  be  in  the  field  again  for  evangelistic  work. 
C.  E.  Arnold. 

Aug.  14.  __^__^___ 

From  the  Thornappk-  Church,  Mich. 

Our  quarterly  council  was  held  last  Saturday. 
Considerable  business  was  attended  to,  but  all  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  We  expect  to  hold  a  series 
of  meetings  at  our  east  house,  beginning  Sept.  19. 
Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh  is  to  do  the  preaching.  Bro. 
J.   M.   Lair  is  also  expected   to   hold    a   series   of 


meetings  near  Fisher,  in  the  bounds  of  this  church 
the  last  of  September.  The  District  Meeting  of 
Michigan  will  be  held  in  our  east  house  on  Satur- 
day, Oct.  10,  and  the  Ministerial  Meeting  is  to  be 
held  at  the  same  place  the  day  before.  It  had 
been  decided  at  last  District  Meeting  to  hold  the 
next  one  in  the  Sunfield  church,  but,  on  account 
of  the  long-continued  illness  of  the  elder's  wife, 
they  feel  that  it  would  not  be  convenient  for  them 
to  have  the  meeting,  hence  the  officials  of  last 
District  Meeting  accept  the  request  of  the  Thorn- 
apple  church  for  the  coming  meeting.  We  are 
getting  along  pleasantly,  but  cannot  report  an  in- 
crease in  numbers  by  conversion  as  we  desire. 
We  expect  Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick  and  family  to  lo- 
cate in  our  church.  They  will  move  to  Lake 
Odessa  soon.  Peter  B.  Messner. 

Campbell,  Mich.,  Aug.  12. 


From  the  Ottawa  Church,  Kans. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  8,  our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held.  Considerable  business  came  before 
the  meeting,  which  consumed  about  five  hours' 
time,  to  adjust  properly.  On  Lord's  Day  following 
Bro.  I.  H.  Crist  preached  at  11  A.  M.  At  4  P.  M. 
he  discoursed  on  the  ordinances  of  God's  house, 
after  which  we  repaired  to,  the  riverside,  where 
baptism  was  administered  to  two  sisters, — one 
who  had  been  a  Methodist  for  many  years;  the 
other  was  a  Baptist  sister  over  seventy  years  of 
age.  She  has  long  been  an  active  worker  in  her 
church,  but  ever  since  she  attended  our  Com- 
munion meeting  last  fall  has  had  a  desire  to  be 
with  us  in  fellowship.  At  7  P.  M.  we  had  a  social 
meeting,  conducted  by  our  young  members.  We 
:  twenty  young  members  and  lately  they  have 
felt  moved  with  a  desire  to  do  more  service  for  the 
Master's  cause.  In  harmony  with  the  counsel  of 
e  church,  they  expect  to  continue  these  meet- 
gs  each  Lord's  Day  evening.  The  church  feels 
encouraged  with  this  evidence  of  their  zeal,  as 
they  can  add  much  to  the  interest  of  the  Sunday 
:hool  and  all  of  the  appointments.  By  the  bless- 
g  of  God  we  hope  yet  to  see  many  others  added 
to  our  number.  Fanny  Morrow. 


To  Whom  It  may  Concern. 

Having  been  earnestly  solicited  by  a  number  of 
members  in  California,  to  return  and  assist  them  in 
the  Master's  work,  after  much  deliberation  and 
prayer  we  have  consented  to  do  so,  God  willing, 
and  will  aim  to  start  Sept.  I,  1896,  hence  our  cor- 
respondents will  address  us  at  Lordsburg,  Cal., 
until  further  notice.  J.  S.  Mohler. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  eo  is  good  news  from  a  far 


Louisville,  Ohio.— In  Messenger  No.  32,  page 
510,  I  had  an  obituary,  which,  through  my  own 
mistake,  was  given  as  that  of  Mrs.  Matilda  Miller. 
It  should  have  been  "  Mrs.  Matilda  Witter. — 
Geo.  S.  Grim, 

Mt.  Etna  Church,  Iowa.— The  members  of  the 
Mt.  Etna  church  met  in  council  Aug.  1.  We  de- 
cided to  have  a  love  feast  Sept.  11;  also  a  series 
of  meetings,  commencing  Sept.  12.  Bro.  Abraham 
Wolf  is  expected  to  be  with  us.— Emma  A.  Sink, 
Aug.  11. 

Bethlehem,  Va.— The  brethren  and  sisters  of 
the  Magodee  congregation,  Franklin  Co.,  Va.,  met 
at  this  place  on  Friday,  Aug:  7,  1896,  for  the  pui 
pose  of  calling  two  brethren  to  the  ministry.  Th- 
iol fell  on  Benjamin  Naff  and  James  T.  Cummings. 
May  they  prove  faithful!— D.  A.  Naff,  Naffi,  Va., 
Aug.  10. 

Ozawkie  Church,  Kans.— The  members  of  the 
Ozawkie  church  met  in  monthly  council  Aug.  8. 
The  business  that  came  before  the  meeting  was 
disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like  manner.  Oct.  24, 
at  2  P.  M„  is  the  time  set  for  our  love  feast,  with 
a  series  of  meetings  to  commence  about  Oct.  10. — 
H.  L.  Btammell,  Aug.  8. 


Buchanan,  Mich.— Two  more  have  been  added 
to  the  church  at  this  place  by  confession  and  bap- 
tism. Aug.  2  Bro.  Hiram  Roose,  of  Wakarusa, 
Ind.,  paid  us  a  visit  and  preached  two  sermons  for 
us,  which  were  appreciated  very  much.  He  also 
did  the  baptizing. — Ellen  Roose,  Aug.  10. 

Wichita,  Kans.— The  members  of  the  Fairmount 
congregation  convened  in  regular  council  Aug.  7. 
It  is  our  happy  privilege  to  announce  a  love  feast 
for  Oct.  7,  in  connection  with  a  series  of  meetings. 
All  told  we  have  about  forty   members,  who  are 

riving  to  do  the  Master's  will. — David  A.  Miller. 

Union,  Va.— Our  council-meeting  was  held  July 

'<.  All  business  passed  off  harmoniously.  We 
held  an  election  for  a  deacon.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro. 
Charley  Hylton.  We  also  decided  to  advance 
brethren  Owen  Barnhart,  Austin  Hylton  and  Ze- 
Keith  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry. 
All  were  duly  installed.—^/.  F.  Woods,  Willis,  Va. 

Rock  Run,  Ind. — Aug.  1  we  held  our   quarterly 
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s    disposed   of   with   the 
jr  appointments  was  our 
vill    occur  Aug.  23.     We 
es   forenoon    and    afternoon.     Our 
Dccur  Oct.  29.     A  series  of  meet- 
Oct.   15,  to  continue  until  the  love 
feast.— it.  W.  Davenport,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Ladoga,  Ind.— The  Bethel  congregation  met  in 
luncil   Aug.    8.     All    business    was    disposed    of 
pleasantly.     Our  harvest  meeting  will  be  held  Aug. 
at  the  Bethel  church.     Our  love  feast  will  oc- 
Nov.  5.     A  series  of  meetings  will  be  held  at 
Pleasant  church  in  connection  with  our  love 
feast.     A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  neigh- 
iring  congregations. — Lula  Harshbarger,  Aug.  10. 
Change  of  Time.— We,  the  Brethren  of  the  Su- 
gar   Ridge    church,    had    appointed  our  love  feast 
for  Oct.   17,  but  on  account  of  several  other  Com- 
nunions  on  the  same  day,  we  have  now  decided  to   - 
hange  from  Oct.   17  to  24.     A  series  of  meetings 
nil  commence  on  the  17th,  to  continue  one  week 
before  and  one  week  or  more  after,  to  be  conduct- 
ed  by   Bro.   George    Stone,    of    Michigan. — Israel 
Fisher,  Custer,  Mich. 

Howard  Church,  Ind.— This  church  expects  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings,  commencing  Sept.  12. 
Bro.  D.  M.  Garver,  of  Farmersville,  Ohio,  will  do 
the  preaching.  Our  little  band  of  Sunday  school 
workers  is  still  battling  for  the  Lord,  and  to  lead 
the  rising  generation  to  Christ.  Our  love  feast  is 
appointed  for  Oct.  23.  Bro.  J.  L.  Hazlett  was 
with  us  July  26  and  preached  for  us  in  the  evening. 
—  W.  L.  Hatcher,  Ridgeway,  Ind.,  Aug.  8. 

Barren  Ridge,  Va.— The  members  of  the  Bar- 
ren Ridge  church  held  their  annual  visit  council 
Aug.  7.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  Eld. 
Daniel  Miller,  of  the  Pleasant  Valley  congregation, 
was  present.  His  talks  and  admonitions  were  very 
much  appreciated.  Oct.  24  was  appointed  as  the 
time  for  our  love  feast  meeting.  Since  our  last 
report  one  more  brother  has  been  received  into 
the  church  by  confession  and  baptism, — N.  Walter 
Coffman,  Aug.  10. 

Elk  Lick,  Pa— The  Brethren  at  Elk  Lick,  Pa- 
will  hold  their  love  feast  Oct.  25,  to  commence  at 
3  P.  M.  It  will  be  preceded  by  a  series  of  meet- 
ings beginning  Oct.  II.  Bro.  D.  F.  Stouffer,  of 
Benevola,  Md.,  has  promised  to  do  the  preaching. 
Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  stopped  over  Sunday,  Aug. 
9,  with  the  Brethren  at  Elk  Lick,  Pa.,  and  preached 
three  plain,  logical  sermons,  which  were  much 
appreciated  by  both  members  and  outsiders.—  W. 
A.  Gaunt,  Aug.  11. 

Pleasant  View  Church,  Kans.— We  had  preach- 
ing here  two  weeks  ago  by  Bro.  J.  W.  Jarboe.  We 
expect  brethren  Jarboe  and  Porter  (the  latter  our 
elder),  to  meet  with  us  in  council  Aug.  22.  We 
have  no  resident  minister,  but  Bro.  Jarboe,  our  old 
minister,  comes  to  us  once  a  month.  There  are 
two  flourishing  Sunday  schools  in  the  congrega- 
tion,—one  at  Turner's  schoolhouse,  and  one  Sun- 
day school  and  a  good  Bible  class  at  Salem.— Geor- 
gia Ellrod,  Republican  City,  Nebr.,  Aug.  10. 
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Dayton,   Ohio.-Aug.  9  Bro.  William 
oreached   for   us    trom    Rev.    II:  I.     After   service 
applicants  were  baptized  at  the  creek,  between 
.       an[j   ten   o'clock  at  night.     Baptism  was  ad- 
ministered by  Bro.  W.  C.  Teeter.— Elmer  Wombold, 
Aug. 10. 

Grand  Prairie  Church,  Nebr.— Bro.  John  Iken- 
berry  came  to  us,  sent  by  the  Mission  Board  of 
Nebraska.  He  held  seven  meetings  and  baptized 
one,  We  met  Aug.  6  for  church  council.  Love 
and  union  prevailed.  The  meetings  were  fairly 
well  attended  and  the  interest  good.  Our  regular 
meetings  are  on  the  first  and  third  Sundays  of  each 
month.  On  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays  we 
have  prayer  meetings.  Our  Sunday  school  is  ev- 
ergreen.— M.  M.  Clme,  Sidney,  Nebr.,  Aug.  S. 

Notice.— The  Brethren  of  the  Elkhart  District 
(known  as  the  Goshen  church,  Ind.)  will  hold 
their  harvest  meeting  on  Thursday,  Aug.  27. 
Services  will  be  held  in  the  morning  at  10  A.  M., 
and  in  the  afternoon  at  I:  30.  Bro.  A.  H.  Puter- 
baugh  is  expecting  to  do  the  preaching.  Brethren, 
come  to  Goshen,  and  help  to  praise  God  for  the 
blessing  conferred  upon  us.  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits."  Praise 
the  Lord!-/.  H.  Miller,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Aug.  n. 

Kaskaskia  Church,  111.— Two  young  sisters  were 
received  by  baptism  a  short  time  ago.  Two  mem- 
bers were  received  by  letter  at  our  quarterly  coun- 
cil, Aug.  8,  which,  by  the  way,  was  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  meetings  of  the  kind  1  ever  at- 
tended. Our  love  feast  will  be  held,  the  Lord 
willing,  Sept.  19,  with  a  two  weeks'  meeting  pre- 
vious, if  we  can  secure  the  help.  Our  Sunday 
school  was  reorganized  by  electing  brethren  H.  H. 
Wadelow  and  A.  Cheldress  as  Superintendents.— 
Granville  Nevivger,  Beccher  Hill,  111. 

Eglon,  W.  Va—  Aug.  2  we  assembled  for  wor- 
ship at  Maple  Spring  when  Bro.  Aaron  Fike 
preached  for  us.  He  gave  us  a  grand  lesson. 
Early  in  the  morning  brethren  Jonas  and  John  S. 
Fike  were,  called  away  to  anoint  Bro.  S.  A.  Sisler, 
who  is  affiiWd.  At  night  we  had  singing.  On  the 
morning  of  Aug.  9  we  had  meeting  at  Brookside 
and  at  Glade  View,  and  at  3  P.  M.  we  had  chil- 
dren's meeting  by  Eld.  Aaron  Fike;  text  from  Col. 
3.  There  were  about  forty  children  present.  We 
had  a  nice  meeting.— Rachel  Weimer. 

Richland  Church,  Ohio.— We  held  our  third 
quarterly  council  June  8.  All  business  passed  off 
harmoniously.  We  intend  to  hold  our  harvest 
meeting  Aug.  29,  at  10  A.  M.  The  day  following 
we  will  hold  a  children's  meeting.  The  writer 
was  chosen  correspondent.  We  held  a  love  feast 
in  June,  which  was  well  attended  by  the  surround 
ing  churches.  We  had  a  good  supply  of  minis- 
terial aid,  there  being  nine  ministers  present  dur- 
ing the  feast.  Brethren  William  Yater  and  John 
Cline  were  elected  deacons.— Charles  W.  Heifer, 
Plymouth,  Ohio,  Aug.  12. 

Notice.— The  District  Meeting  of  Michigan  will 
be  held  in  the  Thornapple  church  Saturday,  Oct. 
10,  1896.  The  Ministerial  Meeting  will  be  held 
the  day  previous  at  the  same  place,  in  the  east 
house.  The  morning  session  will  begin  at  9  A. 
M.  each  day.  Those  coming  by  rail  from  the 
southwest  and  northwest  will  come  by  way  of 
Grand  Rapids  and  there  take  the  D.  L.  &  N.  R.  R. 
to  Clarksville;  those  from  the  East  will  come  by 
way  of  Lansing  and  Grand  Ledge  to  Clarksville. 
There  will  be  conveyances  at  all  trains  on  Thurs- 
day the  8th. — Peter  B.  Messner. 

Monon,  Ind.  —  The  members  of  the  Palestine 
church,  Ind.,  met  on  Saturday,  Aug.  8,  at  the 
Honey  Creek  schoolhouse  for  council-meeting. 
Officers  were  elected  for  the  church.  The  Breth- 
ren are  building  a  churchhouse  at  this  place, 
which  they  hope  to  have  completed  early  in  Octo- 
ber. It  was  decided  to  have  our  Communion  Oct. 
21.  It  was  also  decided  to  have  Bro.  Toney,  of 
Cass  County,  conduct  a  series  of  meetings,  soon 
after  the  completion  of  the  church  building.  He 
was  with  us  and  gave  us  four  excellent  sermons.— 
Mrs.  Abbie  J.  Layman,  Aug,  11, 


Moats,  Ohio.— Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the 
Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northwestern  Ohio  will  be 
held  in  the  Maumce  church,  Defiance  Co.,  Ohio, 
Oct.  13  and  14.  Those  coming  by  the  B.  &  O.  R. 
R.  will  stop  at  Sherwood  and  those  coming  on  the 
C.  J.  &  M.  R.  R.  will  stop  at  Sherwood  or  Drake. 
Conveyance  will  be  furnished.  — Jacob  Kintner, 
Aug.  7. 

Mt.  Carroll,  111.— We  are  still  trying  to  labor  for 
the  Master  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard.  Last 
evening  we  took  into  our  number  one  whom  we 
have  been  laboring  with  and  praying  for  a  number 
of  years,— an  old  brother  seventy-six  years  of  age. 
came  at  the  eleventh  hour,  but  God  is  merciful 
to  all.  How  dangerous,  however,  to  delay  so  im- 
portant a  work!  Jesus  says,  "  Seek  the  Lord  first." 
— W.  H.  Eisenbise,  Aug.  10. 

Macoupin  Creek  Church,  111.— This  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  Aug.  1.  The  church  was  well 
represented.  A  good  deal  of  business  came  before 
the  meeting,  which  was  all  disposed  of  in  a  pleas- 
ant way.  One  was  received  by  letter.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  fall  love  feast  and  a  se- 
ries of  meetings.  Our  Communion  will  be  Oct. 
9.  Our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  Oct.  30.  Two 
delegates  were  elected  to  Annual  Meeting.  Our 
Home  and  Foreign  Mission  work,  Book  and  Tract 
and  home  treasury  were  replenished.  The  meet- 
ing closed  at  I  P.  M—  Michael  Flory,  Aug.  4. 

Talent,  Ore.— At  our  special  council,  held  near 
Talent,  Rogue  River  Valley  church,  Aug.  1,  1896, 
preparatory  to  our  District  Meeting,  Eld.  David 
Brown  and  Bro.  C.  E.  Nininger  were  elected  dele- 
gates for  District  Meeting.  One  query  was  sent  to 
District  Meeting.  Our  ministering  brethren  are 
holding  from  one  to  five  meetings  each  Sunday. 
Bro.  F.  M.  Hulse  and  wife,  sister  Candace,  arrived 
here  lately  from  Greencastle,  Iowa.  They  have 
established  their  membership  with  us  and  as  Bro. 
Hulse  is  a  minister,  we  hope  he  will  be  the  means 
of  helping  us  in  the  good  cause.— S.  M.  Rhodes, 
Aug.  3. 


Brothers'  Valley  Church,  Pa.— The  members  of 
this  congregation  have  built  a  neat  and  inviting 
house  of  worship,  which  was  dedicated  on  Sunday 
July  19,  at  10  A.  M.  Bro.  W.  A.  Gaunt,  of  Elk 
Lick,  Pa.,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon.  He 
also  preached  for  us  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
evenings.  This  house  will  be  known  as  the  Salem 
church.  This  makes  five  houses  of  worship  in  our 
congregation.  Last  Sunday  Bro.  Joreph  Shaffer, 
of  the  Shade  Creek  congregation,  was  with  us  at 
the  Pike  church.  In  the  morning  he  gave  us  a 
very  instructive  talk  to  the  Sunday  school,  and  at 
10  A.  M.  he  delivered  an  interesting  sermon.— Clara 
G.  Ricman,  Berlin,  Pa.,  July  31. 


Clay  Hill,  Pa.— We  held  our  harvest  meeting 
at  the  Hade  church  yesterday.  Brethren  Jacob 
Snyder,  of  Waynesboro,  and  Henry  Etter,  of 
Beautiful,  conducted  the  services,  which  were  edi- 
fying and  wholesome.  The  mission  cause  was  not 
forgotten.  Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  and  family  were 
with  us  July  18.  He  gave  us  three  sermons,  re- 
plete with  logic,  and  full  of  the  Gospel  ring.  His 
labors  were  highly  appreciated  by  all.  We  lately 
added  two  to  the  fold  by  Christian  baptism.  Bro. 
Henry  Etter  preached  for  us  to-day  from  Matt. 
22:  14.  He  gave  us  a  good,  practical  sermon.— 
Wm.  A.  Anthony,  Aug.  2. 

Goshen,  Ind.— The  past  ten  days  have  been 
tremely  warm.  Man  and  beast  have  suffered  much 
from  heat.  The  summer,  so  far,  has  been  espe- 
cially suitable  for  grain  and  fruit.  Vegetables  of 
all  kinds,  as  well  as  fruits,  have  been  very  plenty. 
The  Lord  has  blessed  his  people  with  good  health 
and  fruitful  seasons.  Our  spiritual  growth  has 
been  normal.  In  campaign  year  religion  is  held 
by  many  as  a  secondary  matter.  More  newspa- 
pers are  read  these  days  than  the  Bible.  Even 
some  of  the  brethren  are  affected  by  the  money 
excitement.  Why  not  let  the  world  attend  to  her 
business  and  the  church  to  her  own?—/  H.  Miller, 
Aug.  11. 

Garrett,  Pa— The  Brethren  of  Garrett,  Pa., 
which  is  in  the  Berlin  District,  had  their  children's 
service  Aug.  9.  By  request  we  gave  a  sermon  to 
the  little  folks  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  afternoon 
we  were  entertained  by  the  children.  The  serv- 
ices were  interesting  and  we  think  good  seed  was 
sown  They  have  a  live  Sunday  school  and,  under 
the  able  management  of  Bro.  R.  T.  Pollard,  they 
are  doing  effectual  work.  They  are  building  a 
very  substantial  church,  which  is  nearly  completed 
and  if  they  can  maintain  a  unity  of  spirit  and 
loyalty  to  the  principles  of  our  Brotherhood,  we 
anticipate  a  glorious  work  for  the  Lord  by  the 
little  band  of  earnest  workers  at  Garrett.— W.  A. 
Gaunt,  Elk  Lick,  Pa„  Aug.  11. 


Union  Church,  Ind— Our  harvest  meeting  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  I,  was  largely  attended  and  was  a 
complete  success,  both  spiritually  and  financially, 
the  donation  being  in  behalf  of  the  home  ministry. 
Bro.  Zollers,  from  South  Bend,  was  present,  and, 
together  with  Bro.  Henricks,  gave  us  good  and 
wholesome  instructions  from  the  Word  of  God. 
On  Sunday  following  we  held  our  children's  day 
exercises,  which  were  very  interesting  and  gave 
evidence  of  good  training  and  earnest  work  in  the 
Sunday  school.  At  3:  30  P.  M.  Bro.  Zollers  gave 
us  one  of  his  interesting  talks  on  "The  Sailor's 
Life."  Both  sessions  of  the  day  were  attended 
by  a  number  of  people,  and  will  be  a  time  long 
to  be  remembered  by  the  Union  congregation.— 
Laura  Appleman,  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Aug.  7. 

Brothers'  Valley,  Pa.— On  the  evening  of  July 
18  we  met  with  the  members  of  the  Brothers'  Val- 
ley congregation  in  the  neat,  well-finished  church 
which  they  have  just  completed  in  the  western 
border  of  their  congregation,  about  five  miles  from 
Somerset,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.  On  Sunday  morning 
large  crowd  assembled  at  an  early  hour  to  at- 
tend the  dedicatory  services.  A  deep  interest  was 
manifested  by  the  people  of  the  community  who 
seemed  to  appreciate  the  work  of  the  brethren 
very  much,  as  there  is  no  churchhouse  of  any  kind 
in  this  neighborhood.  We  believe  if  the  proper 
effort  were  put  forth,  ere  long  there  would  be 
a  strong  congregation  of  workers  in  this  neigh- 
borhood. The  Brethren  have  four  churchhouses 
in  this  congregation  and  the  new  house  is  called 
Salem.— W.  A.  Gaunt,  Elk  Lick,  Pa.,  Aug.  11. 


Avilla,  Mo.— Yesterday  was  our  regular  ap- 
pointment at  the  Shaffer  schoolhouse  in   Lawrence 

County.     When  brethren  C.  Holderman, Buter- 

baugh  and  I  arrived  at  place  of  meeting,  at  II  A. 
M.,  we  learned  the  friends  and  neighbors  had  made 
arrangements  in  the  grove  near  by  for  two  meet- 
ings instead  of  one.  After  the  close  of  the  first 
services,  tables  were  prepared  from  the  seats,  and 
an  ample  meal  served  for  one  and  all.  After  din- 
ner the  time  was  occupied  in  singing.  Many 
beautiful  hymns  (some  in  German),  were  sung  by 
old  and  young  until  the  time  for  the  two  o'clock 
services.  Then  Bro.  Holderman  again  addressed 
the  audience  from  1  Cor.  5:16,17,18.  The  very 
best  of  order  prevailed  during  the  entire  day. 
This  speaks  well  for  old  and  young  in  that  vicin- 
ity. We  came  home  late  in  the  evening,  after  an 
eleven-mile  drive.—/.  K.  Shively,  Aug.  10. 

Mill  Creek  Church,  N.  C— We  have  just  closed 
a  series  of  meetings  of  sixteen  days'  duration, 
commencing  July  24,  and  closing  Aug.  9-  The 
meetings  were  conducted  by  elders  George  L. 
Bowman  and  C.  H.  Diehl,  both  of  Washington 
County,  Tenn.  We  had  both  forenoon  and  after- 
noon services.  There  were  thirty-five  sermons 
preached,  followed  by  exhortation.  Our  elder, 
George  A.  Branscom,  and  S.  P.  Jones  were  present 
and  aided  in  the  services.  The  Gospel  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  proclaimed  with  zeal  and 
power,  so  that  all  are  left  without  excuse.  During 
the  meetings  six  were  made  willing  to  put  on 
Christ  by  baptism.  There  are  four  applicants  for 
baptism  and  three  reclaimed.  The  attendance  and 
attention  were  good.  We  do  hope  that  lasting 
impressions  were  made  and  that  results  will  be 
realized  in  the  near  future.-G.  B.  Sanders,  Clover, 
N.  C,  Aug.  10, 


j_VL_Hjfc>S±L,J>J  C3-Hi-^- 


August  21 


1896. 


Parsons,    Kans.— The    Brethren 
his  place  have  decided  to  hold  thi 
lommunion   Oct.  24,  at  the  house 


Br 


Cornell. 


thr 


Drth   of 


Parsons,  to  commence  at  2  P.  M 
Bro.  W.  B.  Sell  expects  to  be  with 
us  a  few  'lays  before  the  Communion 
We  have  been  praying  to  see  the 
time  when  we  could  again  hold  2 
Communion,  as  we  have  not  done 
so  for  a  number  of  years.  A  cordial 
invitation  is  extended  to  all  the  neigh- 
boring brethren. — Samuel  Ullery,  Aug. 
9- 

Middletown,  Ind.— To-day  was  our 
meeting  day  at  the  old  church,  two 
and  one-half  miles  east  of  this  place. 
We  held  meetings  here  also  on  last 
Sunday  and  Sunday  night.  Bro.  J.  C. 
Murray  is  expected  to  be  with  us  on 
Saturday  evening,  Sept.  5,  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings.  We  trust  there 
will  be  some  good  done  in  building 
up  the  church  in  this  town.  Bro. 
Silas  Hoover  expects  to  locate  here, 
to  help  us  labor  for  the  Lord.  We 
only  have  services  once  a  month  at 
present. — Florida  J.  E.  Green. 

Round  Mountain  Church,  Ark.— 
Aug.  1  brethren  Watts  and  Krouse 
(the  latter  a  deacon)  together  with 
the  writer,  were  at  Boston.  We  had 
meeting  the  same  evening  and  twice 
on  Sunday.  Brethren  Watts  and 
Krouse  left  on  Sunday.  I  stayed  and 
assisted  at  a  church  council  on  Mon- 
day. We  had  good  meetings  and  a 
pleasant  council.  Our  Communion 
is  to  be  Oct.  17.  An  invitation  is  ex- 
tended especially  to  ministers.  We 
have  hot  and  dry  weather;  the  ther- 
mometer runs  up  to  95  and  as  high  as 
110  in  some  places.  Vegetation  is  all 
dried  up.  Corn  is  not  a  half  crop. — 
Samuel  Warner,  Wyman,  Ark.,  Aug.  6. 

Germantown  Church,  Va. — Bro.  J, 
W.  Eller,  our  District  evangelist, 
came  to  our  County  July  24,  and  be- 
gan a  series  of  meetings  at  a  mission 
point  in  the  Eastern  part  of  this 
County  July  25.  He  continued  his 
labors  until  the  evening  of  Aug.  I, 
preaching,  in  all,  twelve  sermons.  Al- 
though the  people  were  busy,  they 
manifested  an  excellent  interest  in  the 
meeting.  The  congregations  were 
large,  and  gave  good  attention.  Eter- 
nity will  tell  the  result  of  the  meet- 
ing. Two  were  received  by  baptism. 
There  are  three  more  applicants. 
Many  more  seem  almost  persuaded. 
That  part  of  the  field  needs  careful 
work.  The  harvest  is  ripe.  Let  us 
not  stand  idle.-/.  11'.  Lkenberty,  Wirtz, 
Va.,  Aug.  6. 

Painter  Creek,  Ohio.— One  night, 
recently,  a  prominent  citizen  of  our 
Ludlow  District  took  seriously  ill. 
His  aged  parents,  who  lived  near  by, 
were  sent  for.  Just  as  they  were 
about  to  send  for  the  family  physi- 
cian the  patient  replied,  "  What  doth 
hinder  me  to  be  baptized?"  Instead 
of  sending  for  the  family  physician 
they  repaired  to  the  home  of  Eld 
Jesse  Stutsman,  about  tour  miles  dis 
tant,  where  the  sacred  rite  of  bap 
tism  was  administered  in  the  strearr 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  night.  The 
patient  testified  that  he  had  tried  to 
suppress  his  feeling  of  convictio; 
four  years,  but  could  withhold  it  no 
longer.  He  returned  home  rejoicing 
and  soon  recovered  from  his  illness 
Levi  Minnich,  Aug.  8. 


Notice.— All  parties  wishing  to  at- 
tend the  Ministerial  and  District 
Meetings  of  the  Northern  District  of 
Missouri,  to  be  held  at  the  Rocking- 
ham church,  Ray  County,  Sept.  17 
and  18,  will  be  met  at  Hardin,  on  the 
Wabash  and  Santa  Fe  lines,  on  the 
evening  of  the  16th,  by  notifying  the 
undersigned. — J.  Li.  Shirky,  Rocking- 
ham, Mo. 

Goodland,  Kans.— We,  the  members 
of  the  Fairview  church,  met  in  coun 
Aug.  1,  and  decided  to  recall  our  love 
feast   which    has   been    published    fo 


3.  "  What  Constitutes  a  Consecrated  Mini; 
ryf"— J.  R.  Spacht,  J.  C.  Kiser. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 


lid      Hi. 


Mil 


Clint,  Aug.  3. 

Dry  Fork  Church,  Mo.-  On  Satur- 
day, Aug.  8,  we  met  in  quarterly 
ouncil.  All  business  passed  off  in  a 
atisfactory  manner.  Bro.  C.  Holder- 
nan,  of  the  Spring  River  church,  also 
Bro.  George  Barnhart,  of  the  Caithage 
church,  .were  with  us.  We  decided  to 
hold  our  love  feast  Oct.  14.  Bro. 
Holderman,  assisted  by  Bro.  Barnhart, 
is  expected  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  connection  with  the  feast.  All 
are  invited  to  be  with  us.— Leslie  P. 
Dunning,  Jasper,  Mo.,  Aug.  S. 

Hoyle   Church,   Okla.   T.-We  now 

have  our  new  churchhouse  sufficiently 

:omp!eted  to  hold  services  in  it,  which 

irakes    it   much    more   convenient  for 

is,    and   seems   to   be  appreciated  by 

ill.     We   also    rejoice   that    one    soul 

nore  has  been  made  willing  to  seek 

later  grounds,   and   was   buried    with 

Christ    in    baptism.      He    was    formerly 

Baptist    minister,  but  was  made  to 

alize   that   he   is   on  unsafe  ground, 

id   consequently    he    sought    refuge 

ith   us.     Others,   we  think,   are  near- 

g   the    kingdom.*    Pray   for   us   that 

e  good  work  may  go  on!     We  have 

:cided   to    hold  our  love  feast  Sept. 

1    and   20.     A   general    invitation    is 

ven.— E.J.  Smith,  Lynn,  Okla.  T. 

Tanker,   Ind.— On    Saturday,    Aug 

was    the    time    appointed    for    our 

trvest  meeting.     Bro.  L.  H.  Eby,  of 

orth   Manchester,   was  called  to  do 

ie   preaching.     He    preached    Satur- 

ing    and    evening.      On    Sunday 

loon  he  gave  the  children  a  good 

talk  at  a  children's  meeting.    Bro.  Dav- 

d  Neff  was  also  present  and  preached 

or  us   Saturday    afternoon.     We   had 

in    enjoyable   meeting, 

ng   the   extremely   hot 

the   brethren   gave    us 

the    soul.     Brethre 

encouraged    in   th 


1.  "The     Church 
Work    Before.  During  and  Folk 
Revival."— C.  Krahill,  J.  B.  Light. 

2.  Song.— L.  C.  Schubert. 

3.  "  Individual  Responsibility  of  Members 
in  Maintaining  the  c.ispcl  Peculiarities  of  the 
Church. '— |.  C.  Wihnore,  Perry  McKimmy. 


"The  Best  Method  of  Preparing 
"— L.  H.  Dickey,  Jacob  Driver. 


Sept.    19 
cided  to 
has  been 

and  20.    The  writer  has  de- 
change  his  location.     There 
another   drouth    here.     We 

Work  in  Cities."— S.  Driver,  D.  D.  Thomas. 

2.  Song— A.  Wilkins. 

3.  Query  Box. 

arc    not 
We  will, 
McPherst 
our    labo 

sure   where    we    will    locate, 
perhaps,  spend  the  winter  at 
n,  Kans.,  and  ascertain  where 
s    will    be  needed  — John  F. 

1.  "  How  does  a  Knowledge  of  the  Gospel 
Affect  the  Heathen?  "— S.  A.  Walker,  David 
Berkeybile.         ' 

notwithstand- 

weathcr,   and 

xcellent  food 

and    sisters 

good  work, 


and  sinners  warned  of  their  danger. 
Bro.  Eby  is  an  able  speaker,  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  missionary  work. — 
P.  G.  Voder,  Aug.  to. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Maumce  Church,  Ohio. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  lit 
2n's  Ministerial  Meeting,  to  be  held  in 
laumee  church.  Defiance  Co.,  Ohiu,  Oc 
nd  14,  1896: 

FIRST  DAY. — FORENOON  SESSION. 
I.  "The  Church's  Need  of  the  Influent 
ur  Children  and  how  can  we  best  Secure 
-W.  H.  Bean,  C.  L.  Wilkins. 


"To  what  Extent  may  our  Sisters  go  ir 
the  Work  of  Evangelizing  the  Worid?"— G 
W.  Sellers,  E.  H.  Rosenberger. 

Song.— Aaron  Wiseman. 

"  How  can  we  Avoid  Drifting  into  the 
Popular  Current    of    the    World? "— James 


I.  "How  can  we  Best  Impress  Upon  the 
Members  the  General  Make-up  of  a  True 
Christian,  Especially  in  Sociability,  Liberality 
and  Brotherly  Kindness? " — J.  Robinson,  G. 
A.  Snyder. 

There  will  be  a  notice  given  in  the  Gospel 
Messfnger,  giving  information  as  to  how  to 
reach  the  above-named  church  by  rail. 

By  order  of  Committee  on  Program. 

David  Byeri 

Lima,  O/do. 


-MATRIMON5AL- 


WR1GHT-B1SSELL.— At  the-residence  of 
he  bride's  parents.  July  26.  1S96,  by  the  un- 
ersfgned,  Bro.  William  A.  Wright  and  Miss 
lary  J.  Bissell,  both  of  Norton  County,  Kans. 
G.  M.  Throne. 
GRIM— ULERY.— In  the  College  Chapel 
t  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  July  29,  1896,  by 
ie  undersigned,  Mr.  John  W.  Grim,  of  Tim- 
erville,  Va„  and  sister  Lizzie  E.  Ulery,  of 
North  Manchester,  Ind.  A.  L.  Wright. 

FVOCK— McGAUGHEY.-At  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents,  in  Greenville,  Indiana  Co., 
Pa.,  Aug.  3,  1896,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Fyock,  of 
Sabula,  Clearfield  Co.,  Pa  ,  to  Miss  Minerva 
J.  McGaughey,  of  Greenville,  Indiana  Co.,  Pa. 

YUNDT— TROSTLE.— At  the  residence  of 
he  bride's  parents,  in  Pierson,  Iowa,  July  7, 
S96,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Emery  Yundt, 
of  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  and  sister  Viola  Trostle,  of 
;on,  Iowa.  Wm.  C.  Hipes. 


FALLEN  *  ASLEEP  . . 


Portage  church,   Ohio, 


HARM  AN, 
Aug,  7,  1S96,  Mrs.  Cathai 
90  years,  II  months  and  16  days.  Mrs.  Har- 
at  one  time  belonged  to  the  German  Re- 
ed church,  but  for  some  years  has  not 
;  any  profession.  Funeral  discourse  by 
the  writer  from  Eccl.  7:  I,  latter  part. 

J.  P.  Krahill. 
SNYDER.— In  the  Portage  church,  Ohio, 
July  25,  189.6,  Samuel  Snyder,  aged  83  years, 
nths  and  17  days.  His  wife  had  preced- 
ed him  to  the  spirit  world  some  years  ago. 
Unto  them  were  born  nine  children.  He  was 
not  a  member  of  any  church.  Funeral  dis- 
course by  the  writer  from  John  14:  ig,  latter 
clause.  J.  p.  Krabill. 

GARST .— At  her  son-in-law's,  near  Girard, 
111.,  Aug.  3,  1896,  Fanny  (Sherfey)  Garst,  aged 
78  years,  8  months  and  9  days.  Deceased 
moved^  from  Tennessee  to  Illinois  about  twen- 
ty-seven  years  ago.  She  died  in  full  hope 
ol  eternal  hie.  She  leaves  twelve  children. 
eral  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  C.  C.  Gib- 
from  2  Tim.  4:  7,  S.      Michael  Flory, 


HOFFER.-In  the  Lower  Cumberland  con 
gregation,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  July  20,  1805" 
of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  sister  Susan  Hoffe  ' 
aged  61  years,  3  months  and  13  days.  Siste' 
Susan  was  a  devoted  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Brethren  church  for  many  years.  A  kind 
husband  and  loving  daughter  are  left.  Fu 
neral  services  by  Eld.  Isaac  Barto,  J.  B.  Gar 
ver  and  the  writer  from  2  Tim.  4:  7,  8,  9. 

Levi  S.  Mohler, 

RONK.-In  the  Raccoon  Creek  church, 
Montgomery  Co.,  Ind.,  Aug.  1,  1896,  Martha 
J.  Neff,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
Neff,  aged  44  years,  3  months  and  24  days. 
Deceased  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Va 
April  7,  1852.  Her  parents  moved  to"  this* 
country  when  she  was  about  six  months  old. 
Jan.  1,  1874,  she  was  married  to  Jesse  U. 
Ronk,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren,—Ida,  Charley  and  Harley,  who  still  re- 
main. Eva  died  twelve  years  ago,  Henry 
passed  away  nine  months  ago.  Sister  Ronk 
united  with  the  church  in  1873  and  lived  a 
consistent  member  of  the  church  until  death. 
The  husband  loses  a  faithful  companion,  the 
children  a  kind  mother  and  her  many  relatives 
a  true  friend.  In  February,  1895,  she,  in 
company  with  her  husband,  went  to  Indian- 
apolis, to  have  a  cancer  removed  by  the  sur- 
geons. After  partly  recovering  from  the  se- 
vere operation  and  medical  treatment,  she 
returned  to  her  home,  though  in  rather  poor 
health.  April  1,  1896,  she  again  took  her  bed. 
From  the  time  of  the  surgical  operation  until 
death  came  to  her  relief,  she  was  under  the 
sf  medical  treatment.  Funeral  improved 
by  Eld.  W.  R.  Harshbarger,  assisted  by  Bro. 
H.  H.  Kime,  from  Matt.  25:  21. 

W.  R.  Harshbarger. 
HOLMES.— In  the  Wooster  church,  near 
Smithville,  Wayne  Co.,  Ohio,  July  25,  1806, 
Delia  M.  Holmes,  daughter  of  Bro.  EH 
and  sister  Susan  Holmes,  aged  16  years,  3 
months  and  2  days.  This  young  sister  suf- 
fered intensely  for  six  weeks  from  an  abscess 
in  her  side.  All  that  time  she  ate  scarce- 
ly anything,  but  bore  her  suffering  patiently. 
She  was  anointed.  Funeral  sermon  by  breth- 
ren D.  M.  Irvin,  D.  M.  Brubaker  and  A.  J. 
Heestand.  She  was  buried  at  the  Beech  Grove 
church.  Marjia  Runkle. 

BACK.— At  the  home  of  heri£,rother,  George 
Eckerd,  July  10,  1896.  of  internal  cancer, 
Elizabeth  Back,  aged  59  years.  Deceased 
leaves  four  children, — two  sons  in  Kansas,  one 
son  and  a  daughter  in  Pennsylvania.  She 
was  kindly  cared  for  at  her  brother's  for  five 
months  previous  to  her  departure.  She  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Evangelical  church, 
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Daniel  Landis. 

LONG. —  In  the  Dorrance  congregation, 
Russell  Co.,  Kans  ,  July  24,  1896,  Effie  Grace, 
daughter  of  Bro.  Joseph  and  sister  Anna  Long, 
aged  6  years,  2  months  and  12  days. 

Sarah  A.  Shenk. 

LONG.  —  In  the  Dorrance  congregation, 
Russell  Co.,  Kans.,  July  3r,  1806,  in  the  same 
family,  Clarence  Ezra  Long,  aged  7  years,  9 
months  and  26  days,  Sarah  A.  Shenk, 

KREIGHBAUM.—  At  his  home  in  Ply- 
mouth, Ind.,  June  29,  1896,' J.  Edwin  Kreigh- 
baum,  aged  31  years,  4  months  and  10  days. 
The  fatal  disease  was  erysipelas  and  was  of 
but  four  days'  duration.  He  leaves  a  young 
wife  and  three  small  children.  Funeral  serv- 
ices at  the  Union  church,  west  of  Plymouth, 
July  1,  conducted  by  Bro.  G.  D.  Zollars,  of 
South  Bend,  Ind.  Laura  Apfleuan. 

OBER.— In  the  Manor  church,  Pa.,  Aug.  I, 
1S96,  sister  Nancy  Jane  Ober,  aged  21  years 
and  1  day.  She  united  with  the  church  about 
four  years  ago,  and  since  that  time  she  was  a 
pattern  in  faith  and  practice  to  many  older 
ones.  She  called  for  the  elders  and  was 
anointed.  She  leaves  a  widowed  mother, 
three  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Funeral  serv- 
ices at  the  home  by  Bro.  Joseph  Holsopple, 
assisted  by  Bro.  J.  W,  Fyock,  from  the  words, 
"  Maid,  arise."  Lizzie  FYOCK. 

JONES— In  the  bounds  of  the  Fairview 
church,  Kans.,  July  26,  1896,  Mary  Jones,  little 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  N.  Jones.  Fu- 
neral by  the  undersigned  from  the  words  or 
the  Savior,  "  Suffer  little  children  to  come  un- 
e,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the 
dom  of  heaven."  John  F.  Cline, 
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.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

DISTRICT  nEETINQS. 

at  10  A.  M..  Nortn 

\'*j"  \M..  Middle  District  of  Iowa,  in  the 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


4  P.  M„  "Worth ington,  Minn. 

■•  P    M.,  at  Bro.  and  sister  atoner'a,  % 

■rthwest  of  Vesper,  Lincoln  Co.,  Kans. 

i  V.  M.,  Williamaport,  Ind. 

>P  M.  Clear  Creek  church,  near  Hunt 


,  Crooked  Creek  c 


A T„  o...  ind. 


Sept.  1'-', 

at  2  P,  M.,  Sangervllle,  Va. 

ml  18,  at  10:80  A.  ML.,  Seneca  congregation, 

and  13,  at  10  A.  M.,  Boon  River  ohurch, 

at  10  A.  M.,  Pleasant  Dale,  Adams  Co. 

Sept.  18 

at   R  P.  M.,  Seneca  church,  Pendleton 

S.'l)t-  l- 

at  the  house  of  Isaac  Pye,7*fj  miles  east 

"','; 

Palestine,  St.  Francis  Co.,  Ark. 

Upper  Fall  Creek,  Ind. 

Sept.  18 

at  4  P.  M.,  Sugar  Creek,  111. 

!it  10  A.  M.,  Upper  Fall  Creek  church,  2k 

Bept  IB 

at  2  P.  M  ,  North  Manchester  ohurch.  Ind 

Bfi.i    Is 

at  10  A.  M.,  Camdon  ohurch,  Ind. 

at  4  P.  M.,Shipshewana  church,  Ind. 

Kt.ii-      sorics of  meetings  begin-  the  Uth. 

BePRro 

and  20,  at  2  P.   M-,  Wolf  River  church 
? n  Co.,  Kans. 

at  4  P  M.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Maple  Grove  church,  Md. 

at  10  A.  M.,  Somerset  ohnrch,  Ind, 

at  2  P.  M.,  Clear  Creek  church,  Mo. 

and 

2  miles  west  of  Cleveland,  Kans, 

negation,  Eglo 


» 


'  sip^viil'- 


Q,uemahonlng  ( 
Garden  Grove,  Iowa. 


Sept.  35,  at  4  P.  M.,  Salem  ohuroh,  Kans. 
Sept.  25,  at  4  P.  M.,  Bear  Creek  church,  Palme 
Sept.  25,  Bt  4  P.  M.,  Salem  church,  Ind. 
Kent.  26  and  27,  at  10l  30  A.  M.,  Bradford,  Chickasaw 
Co.,  Iowa,  at  Bro.  Wm.  Lacell's. 


at  2  P.  M„  Prairie  City,  Iowa. 
Red  Cloud  church,  Nebr. 
..Appanoose  church,  Franklin  Co, 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, ! 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular, 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  fouid  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(i)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
iorized  Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  "marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
)tes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
ith  it;  (<5)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
,e  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
Compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  bad 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
(1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
(2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "  give  a 
n  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
he  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
ew  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
ninister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  4  5° 
Bound  in  morocco,       -  5  ' 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra. 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school   lesson,  with 

tplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


.15  c 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.—  A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  ind  de^ 
velopmeht.  In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "  Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
1892  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum *    S° 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Route. 


.n'.l.J 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac. 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  co 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  1 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


-Every  fam- 
nplete  in  ev- 
ents; special 


Brethren's  Quarterly 

vanced  classes. 

a  complete    expl 
throughout.     In 
keep    constantly 
Brotherhood,  and 
wants. 

Single  BubBcription,  0 
8  copies,  por  quarter. 


On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring 
the  work.    Address: 


Brethr 


•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  < 


Rotes  pet  Inch,  each 


o  Cuts  or  other  electro'3 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


need  of  keeping  tls 
can  stop  the  pain  an 
irfectly  easy,  simple, 


'ngorbllatering  or  hurting,  by  using  DUBBEL'l 
DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  according  todl 
actions,    it  is  tbo  champion  of  all  remedies  t 


t  box  ol  Cokn 


e  constipation.    Age; 


e«  little  pin  t_.„ 
aineverylocallty.    Ordera 

B.  B,  DDBBEL  ±  CO.,  Proprietors, 


Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Mori 


Every  Farmer  in  the  North 


The    Middle    South! 


Prepared  for  all  ad- 

the  lesson  text 

i    of  the    lessor 

paring    this  quarterly  w< 

view    the    needs   of  the 

a  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


kCJ,  R.  K.,  Chicago,  III. 


Seed-Time. 


addrosH.     TheH» 


■  3SC 


•  3Mc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with* it. 

Single  lubacriptloQ,  per  year «o  cent. 

copies,  per  quarter t5  centi 

o  coplei  ind  over , ■){  cent,  eicta 


sy  dowu  here.     We  sell  improved  fai 
$8  to  $90  an  acre.    Plenty  of  railroads^ 

them.    No  droughts.     Noltber  too  bot  nor  t< 
natejust  right. 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

NO,  PER  PACKAGE  OF   12  OAHDB. 

1102  Four  Designs,  very  fine,  flowered  bor- 

1816  Four  Designs,  very  fine  gilt  edge,  size 

7x9 M  cento- 

623  Frosted,  extra  fine,  size  4x6,     80  cents, 

1280  Landsoape  and  Flowers,  size  *x7, .  .  .26  cents. 
819  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x6, 25  cents. 

12S6  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x6, ......  86  cents. 

1297  Embossed   Landscape   and   Flowers, 

1281  Embossed,  extra  flue,  size  'A'Ax&'Ai  ■  .20oentB. 

1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  ulze8x6^, .  .  .  .  16  cents. 
1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  8x6^, .  .  .  .16  cents, 
1286  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  3^x6}^, .  13  cents. 

1288  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  3%xt%.  .  .12  cents. 
1291  FineBoenery,  slze8^x6J^, lOoents. 

000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 
signs,   &  °<"»tB. 

826H  Landsoape  and  BlrdH,  Blze2s3J^, .  .   .  20  cents. 

Scripture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cents, 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregstkn,  Prop, 

CHIOAGrO,    ILL. 


located,  md  the  moat  respect. 

In  the  City.    The  charges  art 

a  price  from  7S 


Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co..  Fa.  I  dui  PuMogii  BlMitor, 


This  hotel  la  ce 
able  House  oi  its 
moderate,  varying  >•*  •»• 

Thompson'!  RMtturiDt  unjUnwith.    Pint- 


Sunday  School  Supplies — We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per 


flexible,  re 

Books,  eaoh,  . 

Class  Books,  per  dozei 

Leal  Olnster,  plotorlal 

per  quarter,  .... 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  for 
themselves   the  many  interesting  sights   pre- 
nted  to  the  observant  traveler.     Many  have 
iitner  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
jn,  and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.    To  such  we 
nmend     "  Europe     and     Bible     Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this    work     will    always     remain    a    favorite. 
Those  who  have   read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.     Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.     Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  $1.50  per  copy,  post-paid.     To  agents  who 
prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce- 
s.    Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 


Spend  the  Winter... 

...in  California! 

Lordsburg  College, 

Which  is  Owned  and  Controlled 
by  the  Brethren. 


Lordsburg, ' 


Other  Help".— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  oi  every  description.  Always  write  il 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


tS"We  call  special 
passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
author  and  publisher. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltin 


Butter,  Ei 

mi,  n»y, 
wa  Booh, 


SKI.  Poultry,  Game  and  Kruiti,  special- 
Btraw,  Brain,  run,  Hldei,  Drl.d  Vralll 


THE   0-0SFT2T-.   3VEESSE3STC3-BK/. 


August   22, 


Highest  of  »U  in  Leavening  Power.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report 

fmfsss 

ABSOLUTE!.*  PURE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  vrt 


DISTRICT  MEETINQS. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


Si,|[,|    "..■;,', 

111  A.  M 

Portland,  Jay  Co.,  lnd. 

3alom  ohuroh.  Bono  Co.,  Kbd 

Hupi.  :-'■>  » 

..1  -7.  at 

10  A.  M„  Vermillion  ohur 

BeBCh  Grov 
P.M.,  Bprlng 


Half-Fare  Excursions... 

To  Brethren  Colonies 
In  North  Dakota. 

Sept.  4  and  5, 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  will 
sell  round-trip  tickets  at  one  fare  from 
St.  Paul  to  Devil's  Lake,  Cando,  Crary, 
Grand  Harbor,  Penn,  York,  Mayville, 
Langdon  and  other  points  on  its  lines 
in  North  Dakota.  Tickets  good  for  21 
days,  with  stop-off  privilege  on  the  go- 
ing trip. 

For  the  Encampment  in  St.   Paul, 
Aug.  31  to  Sept.  5,  all  Eastern  roads 
to  St.  Paul  make  a  rate  of  one  cent  per 
mile,  but  the  rate  being  open  to  all, 
with  tickets  good  for  30   days.     T] 
will  be  a  fine  chance  for  homeseek 
to  visit  North  Dakota,  and  also  spe 
a  day  at  St.  Paul  and  see  the  exhibit 
from  all  the  Northwestern  States. 

Write  to  the  undersigned  at  once 
and  he  will  quote  you  the  rates  from 
your  railway  station  to  any  of  the 
Brethren  colonies  in  the  Red  River 
Valley,  the  Turtle  Mountain  country 
and  Devil's  Lake  district,  where  the 
original  colonies  are  located  and  where 
there  is  still  free  Government  land  to 
he  homesteaded.  The  Great  North 
era  Railway  has  no  lands  to  sell  and 
homeseekers  are  at  liberty  to  act  as 
they  think  best.  Write  to  me  for  full 
particulars. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St  CHICAGO,  ILL, 


You  Would  Now  Hava  Your 

THIRD  CROP 

OP  ALFALFA  HAY 


In  your  barn  or  in  stack  if  you  were  li 
on  a  little  51,200  farm  on  the  Dos  Palos  Colony 
in  California.  These  three  crops  would  weigh 
not  less  that  five  tons,  and  you  would  be  look- 
ing forward  to  a  fourth  mowing  about  Sept.  I, 
You  would  feel  good  to  get  so  much  choice 
feed  lor  so  little  work,  from  so  little  land, 
Your  wife  would  be  glad  to  get  sqch  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh,  young  vegetables  from  tending 
so  small  a  garden.  Your  daughters  would  de 
light  in  their  flowers,  Your  boys  would  havi 
fun  in  bringing  home  game  and  fish  nearly 
everyday.  You  would  all  rejoice  in  pickinj 
many  kinds  of  fruit  to  eat,  Your  pigs  wouh 
be  in  clover.  Your  cows  would  be  saving  hay 
for  winter  by  feeding  on  the  superabundant 
vegetation  of  the  garden  and  orchard.  And 
you  would  be  free  from  care  and  worry. 
Write  to 


Only  the  Besl. 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Pare 


;.  Ag't  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y 


Manchester  College  and 

...The  Bible  School! 


The  Growing  Institution. 


...for;  practically... 

ONE    CENT  A  MILE! 

Each  Way,  You  can  go  to 

North  Dakota 

At  the  time  of  the  Encampment  at 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  the  first 

week  in  September. 


)  days  by  il*'i»>-ii  iny 


Northern  Pacific  Railroad 

To  Carrlngton,  North  Dakota  and  raturn,  yood 

""$7.95  I 

Jm'th  Dakota,  wllllie  dedicated  on  Sunday,  Sept.  C. 
By  visiting  North  Dakota  at  tills  lime  you  can 
timid  the  dedication  of  the  clnireb  at Carrington, 

net  a  farm,  »oe  the  crops  in  North  Dakota  ior 
ourself,  visit  your  friends  who  have  settled  in 


..pi- 


vo  and  still  react 
a  dedication,  Sun- 


O.  W.  MOTT, 
Migration  Agent,  N.  P.  R.  B„ 

St.  Paul,  Minn 


$5.50 


A  thoroughly-reliable  gentle: 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


,N  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  fare. 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.     For  particu- 


,  addr. 


SCHOOL  COMPANY, 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 


M.Md.  Whn-heM.-i-.  111.:  T.  M.  spring  Boiinlslr.wn 
1  1.;  \V.  W.  Sherirr.  I'-'S  W.'.-it  hVmrrh  strew.  W||. 
u-.mfpurt,   Hi,,;  ..r.  Th.>  (Vrrodtuile  Co.,  Decatur 


Large  Crops... 


J.  S.  Flory.. 


Kearney,  Nebr. 


Plain  Clothing  I  j 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  ! 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  < 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
isuring    blanks,    tape  1 


lothing, 
:  and 

appln 


nng  will  b( 
ir  rules  for  self 


understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  ( 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  < 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
nable.     Address, 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


1    I  rmlhli'ii    1' 


on.    Rem 

S.  B.  Dubbbl  &  Co..  Waynet 

lire  IM-i,  and  your  Carholle 

h route  DinrrliHji  while  !u  thf  army 

hundred  ami  fifty  ih'.llai-s  i,v>."-n 

Uef*  I  ^nanv^gave1 
n  I  took  th* 


hii-  ihin.- 


Having  undorgon 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMING 

Lands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PEICES  and  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

Timbered  Lands 
Prairie  Lands  '^"w* 

►  ,.]„  on   th.  CHOP   FAIluM 


Michigan  and 
WiBConBin. 


HOMESTEADS 


,.  ikU-if 


I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay- 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  relief. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  but  good 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.     Address 

r>ie.'  e>.  j.  worst, 

ASHLAND,  OHIO. 


Patent  applied  lor. 


PLAN.-"On  the 

FREE 

OuGovernmontLaa.ls  in  Wells,  Piorce^eDSoii.Slcl^ 

M.H.nry.  Ward    m>.(  ..ilei   i  .muli-a  in  North  Da»>& 
-"On  the  Son  Line." 

LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  5oo  Line," 

Is  sold  at  our  station*  at  from  $J-"° 

to  $3-00  per  ton. 

There  are  excellent  opportunities  fo' 
Colonies  or  Individuula ,-"On  the  s°u 
Line." 

BRETHREN  ™ft"2SSgg*WS| 

Thoy  contain  volu;tbli>  ami  reliable  information. 

HALF  FARES  ■£&— 2MJ 

RATES     on     Household    Oo°d8',hi  soO 
Teams    and    Farm    Stock,--"On   too  » 
Line." 

Address,  T.  I.  HDED.  Land  and  Industrial  A«»»J'a 
"Son"  Hai!w,.l.UlN>itU,OLI8,MU»»" 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveline  I""°'gj^!fg)r^l!lcbl(*1 

Or,  FBANK.  SWICKAgD^Tr.^Imnig.^ 4,ffiS» 


The  Gospel  Messenger 


"SET  FOR    THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil,  i :  17. 
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The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,- 
^mt.  t  Suggested  Thought: 

W       ^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^ 

The  Mennonites  have  organized  and  incorporat- 
ed for  extensive  missionary  work,  with  headquar- 
ters at  Elkhart,  Ind.  Their  plan  takes  in  a  wide 
range  of  work,  and  we  judge  that  their  method  of 
reaching  their  own  people,  and  conducting  their 
missions,  will  prove  quite  effectual.  Evangelists, 
working  under  the  direction  of  their  Mission 
Board,  must  be  sound  in  the  Mennonite  faith,  and 
accept  their  doctrine  in  full. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  our  readers,  that  last 
season  Miss  Clara  Barton  went  to  Turkey  to  super- 
intend the  distribution  of  supplies  among  the 
suffering  Armenians.  It  is  said  that  she  will  short- 
ly return  to  her  home  in  the  United  States.  This 
does  not  mean  that  the  relief  work  is  to  be  given 
up.  It  is  to  be  continued  the  coming  winter, 
when  the  suffering  will  doubtless  be  very  great. 
Miss  Barton,  while  at  her  home,  can  still  direct 
the  work.  We  shall  probably  never  know  the 
full  extent  of  the  sufferings  that  have  been  en- 
dured by  the  Christians  in  Turkey  during  the 
last  few  years.  One  lady,  who  has  returned  to 
this  country,  says  that  one  million  persons  have 
perished  in  consequence  of  the  massacres,  starva- 
tion, etc.  This  estimate'is  too  high,  but  the  loss 
of  life  will  not  fall  short  of  a  few  hundred  thou- 
sand. 

Last  week  mention  was  made  of  the  return  of 
Dr.  Fridtjof  Nansen,  from  his  North  Pole  expedi- 
tion, and  that,  in  the  fall  of  1885,  he  had  left  his 
vessel,  the  Fram,  with  her  crew,  imbedded  in  the 
»<*  a  few  hundred  miles  from  the  Pole.  Some  days 
'ater  comes  the  news  that  the  vessel  has  made  her 
way  out  of  the  ice,  and  will  soon  reach  civilization. 
11  is  reported  that  the  ten  men  on  board  the 
vessel  are  in  good  health,  and  that  the  coldest 
point  they  reached  during  their  three  years'  voy- 


age in  the  Arctic  region  was  sixty-two  degrees  below 
zero.  They  found  neither  land  nor  an  open  sea  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Pole.  It  is  altogether  probable 
that  the  entire  region  is  covered  with  one  great 
mass  of  ice.  This  reminds  us  of  a  letter  we  re- 
ceived for  publication  some  years  ago,  from  a 
visionary  correspondent.  He  maintained  that  there 
is  a  great  opening  extending  through  the  earth 
from  the  North  Pole  to  the  South  Pole,  and  as 
this  opening  has  no  bottom,  it  must  be  the  "  bot- 
tomless pit"  referred  to  in  Rev.  20:  3. 


One  of  the  most  significant  gatherings  of  the 
season  occurred  at  Saratoga,  New  York,  last  week. 
Nearly  five  thousand  intelligent  people  came  to- 
gether in  the  Convention  Hall,  to  hear  Lord  Rus- 
set, the  Chief  Justice  of  England,  deliver  an  ad- 
dress on  International  Arbitration.  The  address 
was  before  the  American  Bar  Association,  an  as- 
sociation of  lawyers  and  judges  seeking  to  set  on 
foot  influences  that  will  dispense  with  war,  and 
permit  the  settlement  of  all  international  disputes 
by  arbitration,  or  a  Congress  of  nations.  Lord 
Russel's  speech  was  a  grand  one,  and  while  the 
way  of  submitting  to  arbitration  all  the  disputes 
between  this  and  the  mother  country,  does  seem 
clear  to  him,  nevertheless  he  favored  arbitration  to 
what  he  considered  its  fullest  practicable  extent. 
Ways  will  probably  be  found  to  overcome  the 
hindrances  he  names,  and,  in  the  course  of  time, 
we  may  have,  between  trfis  country  and  England, 
an  agree-nent  f'iat  will  <-<°nHer  war  hf»tweer  them 
almost  impossible.  After  referring  to  these  ob- 
stacles, he  says:  "In  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
arbitration,  I  have  thought  it  right  to  sound  a  note 
of  caution,  but  it  would,  indeed,  be  a  reproach  to 
our  nineteen  centuries  of  Christian  civilization  if 
there  were  now  no  better  method  of  settling  in- 
ternational differences  than  the  cruel  and  debas- 
ing methods  of  war.  May  we  not  hope  that  the 
people  of  these  States  and  the  people  of  the  moth- 
erland,— kindred  peoples,  —  may,  in  this  matter, 
set  an  example  of  lasting  influence  to  the  world? 


He  then  proceeds  to  state  that  numerous  suc- 
cessful efforts  have  been  made  to  settle  disputes 
between  nations,  and  says  that  since  181 5  sixty  in- 
stances of  the  kind  have  occurred,  and  of  these 
the  United  States  has  been  a  party  to  thirty-two, 
and  Great  Britain  about  twenty.  The  Chief  Jus- 
tice then  names  a  number  of  forces  that  arc  fast 
paving  the  way  for  the  era  of  peace.  Among 
them  is  public  opinion,  which  is  daily  becom- 
ing stronger  in  opposition  to  war,  its  terrible 
effects  in  the  destruction  of  life  and  property,  and 
its  debasing  influences.  The  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  nations  is  such,  that  the 
tendency  of  war  is  to  paralyze  business,  and  this  the 
business-men  of  the  world  oppose  almost  as  a  body. 
To  this  may  be  added  the  enormous  amount  of 
traveling  going  on,  from  one  country  to  the  oth- 
er, and  to  cut  off  this,  by  means  of  war,  would 
be  to  demoralize  an  immense  business,  conducted 
on  both  land  and  sea.  All  of  these  influences  are 
decidedly  opposed  to  war. 


With  all  other  intelligent  and  thinking  men,  he 
laments  the  present  condition  of  nations  on  ac- 
count of  war,  and  the  expensive  military  prepara- 
tions. On  this  point  he  says:  "Figures  are  ap- 
palling, I  take  those  for  1895.  In  Austria  the 
annual  cost  of  army  and  navy  was,  in  round  fig- 
ures, 18,000,000  sterling;  in  France,  37,000,000;  in 
Germany,  27,000,000;  in  Great  Britain,  36,000,000; 
in  Italy,  13,000,000;  and  in  Russia,  52,000,000.  The 
significance  of  these  figures  is  increased  if  we  com- 
pare them  with  those  of  former  times.  The  nor- 
mal cost  of  the  armaments  of  war  has  of  late  years 
enormously  increased.  The  annual  interest  on  the 
public  debt  of  the  great  powers  is  a  war  tax.  Be- 
hind this  array  of  facts  stands  a  tragic  figure.  It 
tells  a  dismal  tale.  It  speaks  of  overburdened  in- 
dustries, of  a  waste  of  human  energy,  unprofitably 
engaged,  of  the  squandering  of  treasure  which 
might  have  let  light  into  many  lives,  of  homes 
made  desolate;  and  all  this,  too  often,  without 
recompense  in  the  thought  that  these  sacrifices 
have  been  made  for  the  love  of  country,  or  to 
preserve  national  honor,  or  for  national  safety. 
When  will  governments  learn  the  lesson  that  wis- 
dom and  justice  in  policy  are  a  stronger  security 
than  weight  of  armament?  It  is  no  wonder  that 
men, — earnest  men,  —  enthusiasts,  if  you  like,  im- 
pressed with  the  evils  of  war,  have  dreamed  the 
dream  that  the  millennium  of  peace  might  be 
reached  by  establishing  a  universal  system  of  in- 
ternational arbitration," 


So,  taking  the  address  as  a  whole,  we  feel 
that  it  will  do  an  amazing  amount  of  good,  and 
will  serve  as  one  of  the  stepping-stones  to  a  bet- 
ter understanding  between  the  nations.  Right  on 
the  heels  of  this  comes  the  news  that  the  United 
States  and  England  have  finally  reached  an  under- 
standing concerning  the  settlement  of  the  V 
boundary  line  dispute  by  arbitration.  For  a  time 
it  seemed  that  this  puzzling  question  would  lead  to  a 
.1  between  tht  two  most  civilized  nations 
of  earth,  but  the  better  judgments  have  prevailed 
in  both  countries.  This  is  another  triumph  for 
the  good  results  of  arbitration,  and  gives  reasons 
for  being  encouraged,  and  pressing  on  in  the  great 
and  good  work  the  Master  has  entrusted  to  his 
people.  

There  is  at  least  one  odd  feature  about  the 
newspaper  business  in  Russia.  Most  papers,  es- 
pecially the  leading  ones,  employ  a  scape-goat- 
editor.  He  is  editor  only  in  name,  and  draws  his 
regular  salary,  but  does  no  work.  If  there  appears 
in  the  paper  an  article  displeasing  to  the  authori- 
ties, and  punishment  is  to  be  meted  out  to  the 
editor,  this  nominal  editor  is  the  person  who 
must  plead  guilty  and  go  to  jail.  This  is  the 
only  way  he  has  of  earning  his  salary.  One  of 
the  papers  recently  had  its  scape-goat-editor  sent 
to  prison  for  four  months, — the  first  thing  of  the 
kind  done  for  some  time.  We  have  plenty  of 
people  in  this  country  who  would  like  to  keep 
in  their  employ  a  substitute  to  represent  them  in 
the  judgment,  and  stand  good  for  their  mischief. 


During  the  present  political  campaign,  when 
more  men  are  running  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  than  we  can  count  on  our  fingers,  some 
very  pretty  things  are  being  said  about  their 
wives.  A  real  romantic  story  is  told  concerning 
the  wife  of  Thomas  E.  Watson,  the  Populist  nomi- 
nee for  Vice-President.  After  one  of  the  bloody 
battles  of  the  late  Civil  War,  a  richly-dressed  girl 
baby  was  found  on  the  field  among  the  dead  and 
wounded.  As  no  parents  came  to  claim  the  child, 
it  was  presumed  that  they  were  among  the  killed. 
A  southern  soldier  and  his  wife  took  pity  on  the 
babe  and  adopted  it  as  their  own.  It  grew  to 
womanhood,  became  a  polished  lady,  and  is  now 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Watson.  This  incident  reminds  us 
of  what  the  Savior  said,  concerning  the  angels  of 
little  children,  beholding  the  face  of  the  Father  in 
heaven.  Children  have  guardian  angels,  and  by 
them  are  carried  far,— even  upon  the  battle-fields. 
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AT  THE  ELEVENTH  HOUR. 

"  The  night  is  dark,  the  hour  is  waxing  late. 
A  wayworn  pilgrim,  knocking  at  the  gate, 
Weary  of  wandering  in  the  wiles  of  sin, 
I  seek  thy  fold,  kind  Master;  let  me  in. 

"My  locks  are  wet  with  dew.    Bleeding  and  sot 
My  feet  have  trod  life's  rugged  pathway  o'er. 
My  youth  is  gone;  hope's  fairest  visions  lied, 
Friends  scattered  far  or  numbered  with  the  de 


"  Forgive 
Hecdlesi 
A  weary 
In  tendc 


r  Lord,  that  I  have  strayed  so  long, 
lid  the  world's  unheeding  throng. 
:ast.  penitent  I  stand; 


rcy  reach  thy  gracious  hand. 
"  Let  me  but  taste  thy  sweet,  forgiving  love; 
Once  by  thy  side,  no  more,  no  more  to  rove." 
And  still  he  stands  and  calls  with  bitter  cry, 
Importunate  beneath  the  midnight  sky. 
Then  agonized,  he  turns  in  wild  despair, 
When  lo,  soft  music  floats  upon  the  air. 
On  silvery  hinge  the  frowning  gates  unbar; 
A  heavenly  light,  softer  than  moon  or  star, 
Floods  all  the  pathway,     "  Enter,  enter  in, 
Thou  soul  blood-bought,  redeemed  from  death  and  sin." 
—  E  V.  S. 

JOY  IN  GOD'S  SERVICE. 

BY  LUCINMA  STAUFFER. 

Paul,  in  his  closing  words  to  the  Philippians, 
says,  "  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  alway.     Again  I  say, 

Rejoice The  Lord  is  at  hand."    This 

joy  is  confined  to  God's  people.  The  relation 
that  the  soul  sustains  to  God,  affords  heartfelt  joy. 
The  very  term  "  salvation  "  means  joy  and  praise. 
David  says,  "  They  shall  be  abundantly  satisfied 
with  the  fatness  of  thine  house,  and  thou  shalt 
make  them  drink  of  the  river  of  thy  pleasure." 
Again,  "  They  shall  praise  the  Lord  that  seek  him: 
your  heart  shall  live  forever."     Ps.  22:  26. 

The  Christian  rejoices  not  only  in  his  final  re- 
ward, but  in  God's  unbounded  love  to  us.  In  the 
various  departments  of  nature  we  are  constantly 
reminded  of  him.  Our  souls  are  unconsciously 
lifted  to  him  who  designed  the  universe.  "  Marvel- 
ous are  thy  works." 

Thus  we  should  not  only  be  willing  but  happy  tp 
accept  the  plan  of  salvation.  "  Let  such  as  love 
thy  salvation,  say  continually,  The  Lord  be  mag- 
nified." The  reason  the  world,  and  so  many  pro- 
fessing Christians,  live  as  though  religion  was 
merely  a  matter  of  duty,  and  even  a  task,  is  because 
they  view  only  th'c  cross.  They  shrink  from  God's 
service  and  seek  perishable  enjoyment.  They  re- 
fuse the  only  hand,  that  conducts  them  to  eternal 
happiness,  to  their  own  sorrow.  When  the  sorrows 
of  life  assail  them  they  are  left  without  a  staff. 

The  Christian's  path  may  be  continually  over- 
hung with  sorrow,  but  they  can  realize  a  sense  of 
joy  and  sweet  comfort.  A  certain  writer  has  said 
"  Divine  grace  may  sanctify  sorrow  and  then  turn  it 
into  deeper  joy  than  the  world  can  give."  Paul  has 
it,  "  Glory  in  tribulation."  He  could  well  say  that. 
When  he  was  confined  in  prison,  his  feet  fast  in  the 
stocks,  he  was  engaged  in  prayer  and  praise.  The 
very  tempest  that  beats  adds  to  the  Christian's  sta- 
bility, rivets  him  firmly  to  his  foundation  which 
Christ,  who  supplies  us  with  faith,  love,  obedien 
and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Christian  joy  originated  not 
on  earth,  but  its  roots  are  strongly  imbedded 
watered  in  heaven.  Do  we  realize  vividly  that 
these  joys  are  not  confined  to  mortal  man?  The 
angels  and  God  join  in  rejoicing  when  sinners  turn 
to  God. 

As  the  saint  nears  his  end, — physically  declines, 
— he  has  the  blessed  assurance  of  an  unending  joy. 
He  is  not  only  willing  to  depart,  but  has  an  intense 
desire  to  be  with  God. 

Should  there  be  a  place  in  the  world  where  sick- 
ness or  death  never  molest,  nor  any  sorrow  comes, 
we  would  journey  anywhere  to  reach  that  place. 
Are  we  not  daily  traveling  across  the  ocean  of  life 
to  such  a  place? 

It  is  not  alone  to  unburden  ourselves,  or  to  walk 
the   golden  streets,  as  some  have  it,  that  makes 


heaven  so  desirable,  but  the  highest  joy  will  be  to 
be  present  with  our  blessed  Lord  and  Savior. 
That  is  not  all.     It  is  our  happy  privilege  to  be  like 


ARCH/EOLOOY  AND  ANTHROPOLOGY  ON  THE  OLD 
CONTINENT. 

BY  THE. MARQUIS  DE  NADAILLAC. 

A  number  of  our  readers  are  greatly  interested  in 
the  discoveries  made  in  Bible  Lands,  and  it  is  for 
their  special  benefit  that  we  give  the  following 
from  the  Popular  Science  News: 

The  more  we  look  into  the  long  past,  dating  four 
or  five  thousand  years  B.  C,  the  more  we  are  as- 
tonished at  the  civilization  and  progress,  till  our 
days  completely  unknown,  we  discover.  Some 
time  ago,  our  learned  Assyriologist,  Mr.  Hewzey, 
mentioned  a  Chaldean  architect  carrying  a  large 
slab  of  burnt  clay  which  he  believed  was  the  plan  of 
a  building.  The  finds  at  Tel-Lots  have  fully  con- 
firmed this  opinion. 

Numerous  slabs  of  terra  cotta  have  been  un- 
earthed covered  with  plans  and  descriptions  of 
fields,  canals  of  irrigation,  houses  with  their  halls 
and  their  rooms,  fortifications  and  temples.  The 
lines  were  probably  traced  on  the  soft  clay  with  an 
instrument  of  the  form  of  a  paper  knife  found  near 
the  terra  cottas. 

Our  astonishment  will  be  still  greater  when  we 
see  suddenly  springing  up  a  nation,  the  Hittites  or 
Heteens,  till  yet  utterly  unknown,  and  powerful 
enough  to  wage  successful  wars  against  the  Assyri- 
ans and  the  Kgyptians;  the  latter  knew  them  under 
the  name  of  Khetas,  which  name  we  also  find  in  the 
Bible. 

Like  the  Assyrians,  the  Hittites  belonged  to  the 

mite  race,  and  their  establishments  were   on  the 

nks  of  the  Orontes,  in  Asia  Minor  and  in  Syria. 
They  held  their  own  against  their  powerful  neigh- 
from  the  sixteenth  century  B.  C,  till  717,  when 
the  Assyrian  King  Sargon  made  himself  master  of 
Kackemis,  their  chief  town,  and  subdued  the  whole 

iuntry. 

Wright  published  some  years  ago,  numerous  Hit- 
tite  inscriptions;  since  then  others  have  been  dis- 
covered, and  Philip  Berger  showed  some  curious 
specimens  at  our  Exhibition  of  1S89.  Dr.  Hayes 
Ward  and  the  Rev.  Prof.  Sayce  have  taken  great 
trouble  to  read  them,  but  as  yet  with  little  success. 
Mr.  Mehant,  of  our  Academy,  has  been  slightly 
ore  fortunate,  but  we  must  look  to  the  future  for 
real  progress.  Recently  Maspero  described  an  in- 
scription in  which  it  has  been  possible  to  decipher 
name  of  a  king  of  Millida,  contemporary  of 
Sargon  the  old.  The  German  scientists  have  not 
remained  idle.  Prof.  Peiser  has  studied  some  ju- 
dicial texts  of  the  Berlin  Museum,  which  belong  lo 
the  Hittites.  They  are  written  in  letters  which  re- 
call the  Egyptian  hieroglyphs,  perhaps,  also,  the 
North  American  katouns.  The  religion  of  the  Hit- 
tites consisted  probably  in  the  adoration  of  the  sun, 
the  moon,  and  the  stars.  On  many  inscriptions  we 
find  the  winged  solar  disk,  emblematic  of  the  As- 
syrian gods.  From  Assyria  the  emblem  reached 
the  Hittite  country.  In  the  northern  parts  of  Sy- 
ria numerous  sculptures  belonging  to  the  Hittites 
have  been  brought  to  light,  and  latterly  some  curi- 
ous bronze  figurines.  We  saw  two  of  them.  They 
are  most  primitive,  yet  we  can  discern  in  them 
some  reminiscences  of  the  Egyptian  and  Chaldean 
art;  perhaps,  also,  some  traces  of  the  very  ancient 
Grecian  times.  It  is  even  possible  to  compare  them 
to  the  Mexican  or  Peruvian  figures.  All  over  the 
world  primitive  arts  have  a  kind  of  family  likeness 
impossible  to  deny. 

The  analysis  of  the  statuettes  gives  3.44  per  cent 
of  tin,  3.90  of  lead,  and  92.65  of  copper.  The  melt- 
ed metal  was  poured  in  a  mould  previously  pre- 
pared. Nine  statuettes  were  found  together.  One 
of  those  wears  a  curious  head  dress,  a  sort  of  tunic 
fastened  at  the  waist;  in  its  left  hand  is  a  sceptre, 
in  its  right  some  sort  of  instrument,  the  use  of 
which  is  difficult  to  decide,  on  its  breast  an  orna- 
ment bearing  some  Hittite  letters, 


The  other  figure  is  said  to  be  a  goddess;  th 
height  is  0.10  m.,  the  face  is  round,  the  eyes'  nr  C 
jecting,  the  nose  rather  prominent.  The  body  j 
naked  to  the  waist,  the  breasts  apparent,  theinstm 
ments  held  in  the  hands  have  disappeared,  and  the 
legs  are  very  defective.  The  feet,  like  those  of  the 
other  figure  we  have  mentioned,  did  not  come  out 
of  the  metal  when  the  melting  took  place. 

We  cannot  tell  the  exact  age  of  these  statuettes 
but  they  certainly  belong  to  the  highest  antiquity 
and  may  rank  among  the  oldest  monuments  of  att 
known  to  us. 

To  these  old  Asiatic  figures  we  may  compare  oth- 
ers, probably  of  a  much  more  modern  age,  and  ofa 
still  more  grotesque  type.  They  were  found  in  a 
poor  Anamite  village  named  Bick-Nho,  fifty  kilo- 
metres  from  Touraine.  The  biggest  of  these  stat- 
ues is  about  the  height  of  a  man,  and  both  are 
painted  in  gaudy  colors.  The  inhabitants  have  no 
knowledge  of  their  origin,  no  tradition  of  the  race 
who  erected  them.  They  evidently  carry  a  re- 
ligious idea,  and  lately  a  small  boudhique  temple 
was  erected  in  their  vicinity. 

The  old  temple  in  which  the  statues  were  erected 
yet  boasts  of  three  towers  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
preservation,  Another  temple,  fifteen  kilometres 
north  of  Bick-Nho,  also  possesses  three  towers,  but 
they  are  completely  in  ruins.  Their  height  could 
never  have  exceeded  eight  or  ten  metres.  Near 
them  is  a  stone  bearing  an  inscription  not  yet  de- 
ciphered; it  would  probably  throw  some  light  on 
the  past  history  of  these  temples. 

I  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  to  Popular  Science,. 
the  discovery  of  antique  ruins  at  Tell  el  Hesy,. 
which  were  identified  with  the  old  town  of  Lachish, 
No  doubt  now  exists,  and  Prof.  Sayce's  opinion  is 
generally  accepted.  This  point  is  important,  as  it 
proves  that  writing  was  known  in  Palestine  at  the 
time  of  Moses;  that  cuneiform  letters  were  in  use,, 
and  1,600  years  before  our  era  messages  inscribed 
on  burnt  clay  were  carried  for  miles  across  the 
country.  The  innumerable  bricks  covered  with: 
writing   found   either  at   Tell-Amama   or    on    the 

banks  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tiger  jylo^c  it  »mpV 

Mr.  Evans,  the  son  of  the  eminent  archrcologist,, 
has  discovered  in  the  island  of  Crete,  numerous  rel- 
ics belonging  to  the  Mycenian  period.  Some  of 
them  are  covered  with  dottings,  which  must  cer- 
tainly be  assimilated  to  primitive  writing.  The 
art  of  writing  is  certainly  a  very  old  invention  of 
man.  Like  the  contemporaries  of  Moses,  the 
Greeks  at  the  time  of  Homer,  if  they  did  not  use: 
the  Phcenician  alphabet,  had  a  system  of  writing, 
different  from  the  Egyptians  and  Assyrians,  and 
offering  some  likeness  to  the  Hittite  writing. 
Such  is  the  opinion  of  Solomon  Reinach,  and  it  de- 
serves consideration. 

I  will  conclude  with  some  news  certainly  agree- 
able to  my  American  friends.  The  Greek  Govern- 
ment, we  are  told,  has  granted  to  the  American 
School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens  the  exclusive 
right  of  excavation  at  Corinth.  Corinth  was  the 
first  city  of  ancient  Greece  in  point  of  wealth,  and 
was  very  large  in  area  and  great  in  population. 
Fields  and  vines  cover  the  site  of  the  city,  but  the 
indications  of  buildings  are  numerous,  and  after 
some  hard  work  it  is  probable  the  explorers  will 
bring  to  light  the  outlines  of  a  Greek  town,  with 
its  agora,  temples,  theatres,  private  houses  and 
streets,  and  give  us  some  insight  into  the  Gre* 
life,  like  the  findings  at  Pompeii  showed  us  what 
was  Roman  life  in  the  first  century  B.  C. 

REMARKS  ON  MATT.  13:  24-30. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

The  Bible  presents  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  us 
in  its  various  aspects  or  phases.  One  of  its  aspe'ts 
is  brought  before  our  view  in  the  above  para""' 
Those  who  fail  to  observe  the  different  stag"  ° 
God's  kingdom  tell  us  that  it  is  now  vain  to  p^ 
"  Let  thy  kingdom  come;  "  for,  say  they,  the  ki»f 
dom  of  God  has  already  come.  In  the  V*1  \ 
Christ  says,  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  l^e"e„ 
unto  a  man  which  sowed  good  seed  in  his  ne„ 
John  the  Baptist  was  the  forerunner  of  Christ. 
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aid,  "  Repent  ve;  *or  t^ie  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at 
hand."  Matt-  3^  2-  Christ  and  his  apostles  intro- 
duced their  preaching  with  similar  language. 
Matt.  4:  17  and  10:  7.  Christ  came  to  establish  his 
kingdom  upon  earth.  Hence  he  could  well  say, 
■■  it  is  like  unto."  Not  it  shall  be,  but  it  is.  Christ 
■  tne  king.  Who  were  the  subjects  then?  Am. — 
The  redeemed.  Christ  came  as  the  Redeemer  of 
all  flesh.  In  the  explanation  of  the  parable  he  is 
called  "  the  Son  of  man."  The  man  that  sowed 
good  seed  in  his  field  represents  Christ.  The  field 
represe 
edupo 
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nts  the  world.     Through  sin  the  curse  rest- 
nankind.     Christ  redeemed  us  from  the 


curse  of  sin  by  be 
upon 


ng  a  curse  for  us.  He  took 
himself  our  sins,  hence  no  one  need  die  be- 
ausc  some  one  else  has  sinned.  Every  one  shall 
die  for  his  own  sins.  "  In  those  days  they  shall 
say  no  more,  The  fathers  have  eaten  a  sour  grape, 
and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge.  But  ev- 
ery one  shall  die  for  his  own  iniquity;  every  man 
that  eateth  the  sour  grape,  his  teeth  shall  be  set  on 
edge."    Jer.  31:29,  30. 

None  shall  be  punished  for  the  crimes  of  others. 
Children  are  not  cursed  because  their  parents 
sinned.  Hence  Christ  can  well  say,  "  Of  such  is 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Matt.  19:  14.  Well  may 
Christ  say  of  actual  transgressors,  or  of  those  who 
know  to  do  good  and  do  it  not,  "  Except  ye  be 
converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."     Matt.    18: 

3- 

If  children  are  not  in  a  saved  state,  and,  there- 
fore, in  a  state  of  grace,  how  can  actual  transgres- 
sors be  saved  and  enter  a  state  of  grace  by  becom- 
ing as  such?  If  children  are  not  of  God's  kingdom, 
then,  to  be  converted  and  become  as  such,  will  not 
insure  us  redemption.  But  the  fact  is,  through 
conversion  we  become  subjects  of  God's  kingdom, 
hence  all  little  children  and  truly  converted  per- 
sons are  subjects  of  grace.  They  are  subjects  of 
ood's  kingdom, 

But  the  above  parable  teaches  us  a  solemn  fact 
God  has  an  adversary.  He  is  called  in  our  parable 
"'  his  *nemy"  He  is  vigilant  and  ever  busy.  "But 
while  men  slept,  his  enemy  came  and  sowed  tares 
among  the  wheat  and  went  his  way."  From  this 
we  draw  the  fact  that  parents  and  guardians  are 
too  indifferent  about  little  children.  They  sleep  as 
to  the  best  interest  of  children,  yes,  all  of  us  are 
too  indifferent  about  God's  kingdom.  We  all  sleep 
as  to  the  best  interest  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
"  Feed  my  lambs.  Feed  my  sheep.  Feed  my 
sheep."    John  21:  15-17. 

How  negligent  we  are!  "They  all  slumbered 
and  slept."  Matt.  25;  5.  This  makes  it  plain  why 
the  devil  is  making  so  much  headway.  While 
sleep,  he  is  busy  "  sowing  tares  among  the  wheat 
He  fills  the  mind  with  wicked  at 
and  thus  degenerates  the  heart. 

Tares  are  a  degenerate  wheat 
that  the  term  tares  "  should  n 
bastard  or  degenerate  wheat."  Wilson  translates  the 
term  "  darnel"  The  Revised  Version  has  it  "  dar- 
nel"  in  the  marginal.  Webster  defines  cheat  as  be- 
ing "  a  troublesome  grass,  called  also  chess,  or  dar- 
nel." 

Through  degeneration  a  wonderful  change  has 
come  upon  the  vegetable  kingdom,  as  also  upon 
the  animal  kingdom.  Through  neglect,  inclemen- 
cy of  weather,  such  as  cold  and  wet,  being  tramp- 
led upon,  and  being  injured  in  different  other  ways, 
during  a  certain  time  and  state  of  the  atmosphere, 
wheat  will  degenerate.  To  designate  this  degener- 
ate  state  we  give  it  some  appropriate  name.  If 
m*n  is  in  a  degenerate  state,  we  call  him  a  sinner. 

wheat  degenerates,  we  call  it  tares,  or  cheat.  In 
either  case  there  is  a  wonderful  resemblance  of  the 
two  states,— degenerate  and  regenerate,— until  the 
ruit  c°mes  forth.  Then  we  find  that  we  are  de- 
ceived. We  have  been  cheated.  "I  had  planted 
hee   a  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right   seed;   how   art 

0U  turned  into  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  strange 
vmeuntome?"     jer.  2*21. 

Turned  into  the  degenerate  plant/"     And  yet  we 

Retold  by  some  that  wheat  can  not  turn  into  an- 

er  state.    If  such  were  true  we  fail  to  compre- 


nholy  thoughts. 


Clarke  contend 
er  be  translated 


hend  the  above  parable.     Many  figures  in  the  Bible 
would  then  be  meaningless.     Verily,  there  is  a  de- 

neration.  But,  thanks  to  God,  there  is  also  a  re- 
generation. Regeneration  is  the  work  of  God. 
Degeneration  is  the  work  of  the  devil.  It  is 
claimed  that  degeneration  in  the  vegetable  king- 
dom is  contrary  to  the  following:  "And  the  earth 
brought  forth  grass  and  herb  yielding  seed  after 
his  kind,  and  the  tree  yielding  fruit,  whose  seed 
was  in  itself,  after  his  kind."     Gen.  1:  12. 

Such  was  universally  true  before  the  fall,  man 
not  excepted,  but  how  was  it  after  the  fall?  Of 
Adam  and  Eve  it  could  be  truly  said,  "  So  God  cre- 
ated man  in  his  own  image,  in  the  image  of  God 
created  he  him;  male  and  female  created  he  them." 
Gen.  1:27.  But  Adam  "begat  a  son  in  his  own 
likeness,  after  his  image."  Gen.  5:  3.  Not  in  the 
image  or  likeness  of  God;  for  that  was  lost.  See 
Luke  15:  8-10.  The  image  on  the  piece  of  silver 
was  hid  from  view.  If  was  lost.  The  woman 
sought  for  it  by  sweeping  the  house.  Christ  came 
to  seek  for  the  lost  soul,  and  restore  the  lost  image 
of  God  by  the  law  of  regeneration.  But  the  para- 
ble in  our  lesson  carries  the  thought  a  step  further. 
The  lambs  and  sheep  of  the  fold  may  again  degen- 
erate if  not  fed  and  guarded.  While  men  sleep, 
the  devil  is  busy  sowing  his  seed  of  wickedness, 
and  thus  propagates  his  kingdom  by  degenerating 
God's  "plant."  "Awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and 
arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee 
light."  Eph.  5:  14.  "  Now  tt  is  high  time  to  awake 
out  of  sleep:  for  now  is  our  salvation  nearer  than 
when  we  believed,"  Rom.  13:  11.  "Therefore  let 
us  not  sleep,  as  do  others;  but  let  us  watch  and  be 
sober."     1  Thess.  5:  6. 

There  are  those  who  contend  that  the  above  par 
able  refers  primarily  to  the  time  of  Adam  and  Eve 
before  the  fall.  Christ  himself  says,  "  He  that 
soweth  the  good  seed  is  the  Son  of  man." 

*"  Son  of  man"  refers  to  the  Lord  in  his  human 
ty.     This   makes   it   plain   as   to    time.     Thereto: 
Christ  could  well  say,  "  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
likened." 

Again;  if  the  parable  refers  to  Adam  and  Eve  be- 
fore their  fall,  what  wheat  could  have  been  rooted 
up  by  gathering  the  tares?     Taking  the  parable  z 
a  whole    it    certainly    must    refer   to   the   time   ( 
Christ's  nativity.     That  the  reader  may  prove  th; 
thought  we  ask  a  careful  reading  of  the  foregoing 
article.     Using  it  as  we  have  done  above,  it  is  high 
ly  instructive,  and  O  how  solemn! 


THE  ELIJAH  OF  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT. 

BY    I.    J.    ROSENBERGER. 

Will  you  please  explain,  through  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
the  fifth  verse  of  the  fourth  chapter  of  Malachi? 

Mary  A,  Rebert 

The  text  referred  to  reads  thus:  "  Behold,  I  w 
send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  the  coming 
the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord."  This 
language  seems  to  imply  the  return  of  the  real,  per- 
sonal prophet,  Elijah.  This  doctrine  was  preva- 
lent in  the  Savior's  time;  for  the  disciples  inquired, 
"Why  then  say  the  scribes  that  Elias  must  first 
come?  And  Jesus  answered  and  said  unto  them, 
Elias  truly  shall  first  come,  and  restore  all  things. 
But  I  say  unto  you,  that  Elias  is  come  already,  and 
they  knew  him  not."     Matt.  17:  10-12. 

We  now  have  the  prophet  saying  that  Elijah 
would  come.  We  have  Christ  saying  he  shall  first 
come  and  he  then  adds  by  way  of  explanation  that 
he  is  come  already  and  they  knew  it  not.  Now  let 
us  seek  the  Elias  or  Elijah  referred  to.  In  verse  13, 
of  the  chapter  quoted,  Matthew  says,  "  Then  the 
disciples  understood  that  he  spoke  unto  them  of 
John  the  Baptist."  That  John  the  Baptist  was  the 
Elias  that  was  promised  is  made  plain  by  Christ's 
own  words;  who,  when  referring  to  the  person  of 
John,  adds,  "And  if  ye  will  receive  it,  this  is  Elias 
which  was  for  to  come."  Matt.  11:  14.  John  was 
the  Elias  of  the  New  Testament.  When  the  angel 
told  Zacharias  that  his  wife  Elisabeth  should  be  the 
mother  of  that  child  of  prophecy,  John,  the  harbin- 
ger of  Christ,  he  then  adds:  "  And  he  shall  go  be- 


fore him  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elias,"  etc. 
Hence,  for  John  to  have  the  spirit  of  Elijah  and  his 
power,  would  indeed  render  him  very  much  of  an 
Elijah.  Let  us  seek  the  points  of  analogy  between 
these  two: 

1.  Elijah  appeared  suddenly,  "as  if  he  dropped 
out  of  that   cloudy  chariot,  which,  after  his  work 

done  on  earth,  conveyed  him  back  to  heaven." 
Like  Melchizedek  his  ancestorship  is  not  given. 
John's  life  and  work  was  with  marked  suddenness. 
His  birth  was  of  aged  and  stricken  parents.  He 
was  unexpected;  sent  of  God.  "There  was  a  man 
nt  from  God,  whose  name  was  John."  His 
preaching  on  a  sudden  was,  "the  voice  of  one  cry- 
ing in  the  wilderness." 

2.  Elijah's  whole  life  was  in  close  touch  with  the 
Spirit  of  God.  "John  was  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  even  from  his  birth." 

3.  Both  lived  in  dark  periods,  and  wrought  their 
great  work  of  reforms  unorganized;  being  led  by 
the  special  direction  of  God. 

4.  Each  lived  much  of  his  time  alone,  solitary. 

5.  History  says  that  Elijah  wore  a  hairy  garment 
and  a  girdle  around  his  loins.  "  John  was  clothed 
with  camel's  hair,  and  with  a  girdle  of  skin  about 
his  loins." 

6.  The  quality  and  supply  of  food  for  each,  at 
least  a  portion  of  their  time,  was  rare, — uncommon. 
Elijah  was  fed  by  ravens,  "  John  ate  locusts  and 
wild  honey." 

7.  Each  had  his  avowed  royal  enemies.  Elijah 
was  pursued  by  Ahab  and  Jezebel;  John  by  Herod 
and  Herodias. 

8.  In  Elijah's  time  there  was  a  great  dearth  or 
famine.  In  John's  time  there  was  a  sad  spiritual 
famine.  Elijah's  efforts  supplied  the  former;  while 
John's  labors  aided  much  in  supplying  the  great 
work  of  the  latter.  Hence,  in  an  important  sense, 
John  the  Baptist  was  a  second  Elijah, — the  Elijah 
of  the  New  Testament. 

Covington,  Ohio. 


TWO-SIDED  RELIGION. 


i.  Religion  must  be  two-sided  in  order  to  be 
genuine,  that  is,  a  religion  that  is  both  outside 
and  inside.  There  is  a  class  of  professors  that 
have  all  their  religion  on  the  outside.  Such  were 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  whom  the  Savior  com- 
pared to  "  whited  sepulchres,  which  appeared  beau- 
tiful outside,  but  inside  they  were  full  of  dead 
men's  bones."  "They  also  made  clean  the  outside 
of  the  cup  and  platter,  but  within  they  were  full  of 
extortion  and  excess."  Then  he  follows  with  this 
severe  rebuke,  "  Thou  blind  Pharisee,  cleanse  first 
that  which  is  within  the  cup  and  platter,  that  the 
outside  of  them  may  be  clean  also."  Matt.  23:  25, 
26,  27. 

Pure  and  undefilcd  religion  commences  within, 
and  works  out,  "  like  the  leaven  in  the  woman's 
meal,  until  the  whole  is  leavened." 

A  religion  that  is  only  on  the  outside  is  worth- 
less, because  it  is  nothing  but  form,  being  void  of 
that  internal,  regenerating  principle  that  renews 
and  invigorates  the  heart,  through  which  all  the  ex- 
ternal acts  must  be  produced.  We  read  (Philpp.  2: 
12,  13),  "Therefore,  my  beloved,  as  ye  have 
obeyed,  not  only  in  presence,  but  now  much  more 
in  my  absence,  work  out  your  own  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling;  for  it  is  God  which  worketh  in 
you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure." 

Hence  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  the  hearts  of 
the  children  of  men,  but  we  must  become  co-work- 
ers with  God;  that  is,  work  out  what  he  works  with- 
n  our  hearts.  Then  our  Christianity  will  not  be 
only  superficial,  but  be  both  internal  and  external. 
There  is  another  class  of  professed  Christians 
that  claim  to  have  all  their  religion  internal,  and 
they  keep  it  so  close  to  their  hearts  that  it  does  not 
show  any  fruit  outside  (for  the  fruit  always  appears 
on  the  outside  of  the  tree),  which  is  just  as  one- 
sided as  the  other.  Of  this  class  Jesus  asked  the 
question,  "Why  call  ye  me,  Lord,  Lord,  and  do 
not  the  things  which  I  say?  " 
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2.  While  the  Christian  religion,  as  above  shown, 
must  be  two-sided,  in  order  to  be  genuine,  there  is 
a  sense  in  which  it  must  be  one-sided. 

There  are  some  professors  of  religion  who  ap- 
pear to  be  very  religious  when  they  are  in  the  so- 
ciety of  Christians;  but  when  they  get  out  into  the 
world  they  just  talk  like  the  world,  and  act  like 
the  world,  and  appear  like  the  world;  in  fact  they 
are  so  much  like  the  world  that  you  cannot  dis- 
cover that  they  have  ever  been  with  Christ,  or 
have  been  taught  by  him.  They  have  one  side 
for  the  church  and  one  side  for  the  world.  This  is 
one  of  the  lowest  grades  of  hypocrisy. 

The  true  Christian  is  not  ashamed  of  his  relig- 
ion when  he  gets  out  into  the  world,  for  if  he  is 
to  "  let  his  light  shine  that  the  world  may  see  his 
good  works"  (Matt.  5:  14),  there  and  then,  when 
he  conies  in  contact  with  the  world,  is  the  time 
and  place  to  do  it. 

May  God  grant  that  all  who  profess  the  Chris- 
tian name  are  so  Christed,  both  inside  and  outside, 
that  the  world  may  realize  that  they  have  been 
taught  in  the  school  of  Christ.  In  the  language  of 
Divine  Revelation  may  they  "have  Christ  formed 
within  the  hope  of  glory."  Having  put  him  on 
in  Christian  baptism,  having  Christ  both  inside 
and  outside,  may  both  sides  be  for  Christ  and  none 
for  the  world! 

Alt.  Morris,  III. 

THE  POOL  OF  SILOAM. 

The  excavations  which  are  being  made  in  Jeru- 
salem have  disclosed  much  that  was  hitherto  un- 
known about  the  Tool  of  Siloam.  The  identifica- 
tion of  the  site  of  this  pool  is  important,  because 
of  its  bearing  on  the  situation  of  the  city  walls. 
It  has  hitherto  been  considered  that  the  Pool  of 
Siloam,  shown  to  every  visitor  of  Jerusalem,  was 
one  of  the  few  undisputed  localities  in  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  sacred  city.  Now,  however,  as  in- 
vestigation progresses,  doubts  have  been  raised 
on  this  point.  Among  archaeologists  a  contest 
has  arisen  as  complicated  as  that  concerning  the 
site  of  Calvary,  the  Sepulchre,  and  other  sacred 
places  in  Jerusalem.  The  Pool  of  Siloam  is  in 
size  the  least  of  all  the  Jerusalem  pools,  which  from 
the  most  ancient  times  have  been  relied  upon  by 
the  inhabitants  to  store  up  water  fronrthe  springs. 
It  had,  however,  the  singular  characteristic  of  sud- 
denly increasing  in  depth  as  the  water  poured  in 
from  some  unknown  source. 

The  Pool  of  Siloam,  although  small  in  size, 
played  an  important  part  in  the  sacred  history  of 
Jerusalem.  It  was  to  Siloam  that  the  Levite  was 
sent  with  the  golden  pitcher  on  the  "last  and 
great  day  of  the  feast  "  of  tabernacles;  it  was  from 
Siloam  that  he  brought  the  water  which  was  then 
poured  over  the  sacrifice  in  memory  of  the  water 
from  the  rock  of  Rephidim.  It  was  to  this  Siloam 
water  that  the  Lord  pointed  when  he  stood  in  the 
temple  and  cried,  "If  any  man  thirst,  let  him 
come  unto  me  and  drink."  The  Lord  sent  the 
blind  man  to  wash  at  the  Pool  of  Siloam,  the  sa- 
credness  and  efficacy  of  whose  waters  are  still  be- 
lieved in  at  Jerusalem.  The  Pool  of  Siloam,  which 
has  now  been  almost  wholly  uncovered  and  which 
is  the  one  formerly  shown  to  visitors,  is  eighteen 
and  one-half  feet  in  depth,  fourteen  feet  wide  at 
one  end,  and  seventeen  at  the  other.  The  water  in 
it  is  maintained  at  a  depth  of  three  to  four  feet, 
but  is  likely  to  rise  a  foot  or  more  at  any  mo- 
ment. It  is  faced  with  a  wall  of  stone,  now  great- 
ly out  of  repair.  Several  columns  stand  out  of  the 
side  walls  extending  from  the  top  downward  into 
the  cistern!  The  water  passes  out  of  the  pool 
through  a  channel  cut  in  the  rock,  which  is  cov- 
ered for  a  short  distance.  This  subsequently  opens 
and  discloses  a  lively,  copious  stream  which  emp- 
ties into  a  garden  planted  with  fig  trees.  Jerome, 
who  lived  only  six  miles  from  the  Pool  of  Siloam, 
refers  to  the  intermittent  character  of  its  waters, 
which  has  led  some  historians  to  identify  it  with 
Bethesda.  Josephus  speaks  of  its  waters  as  hav- 
ing been  very  abundant,  but  recent  investigations 
do  not  bear  this  out. 


There  are  a  large  number  of  somewhat  similar 
pools  in  Jerusalem,  which  have  thirty  or  forty  nat- 
ural springs  within  a  radius  of  eight  miles.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  one  of  these  was  in  reality 
the  Pool  of  Siloam,  whose  location  has  not  hither- 
to been  questioned,  it  would  add  a  still  further 
confusing  element  to  the  discussion  of  the  histor- 
ical sites  in  Jerusalem.  Many  of  the  most  im- 
portant places  depend  for  their  identification  upon 
their  nearness  to,  or  remoteness  from,  the  Pool  of 
Siloam.  The  mysterious  ebb  and  flow  of  the  wa- 
ters of  the  present  pool  has  been  largely  relied 
upon  as  sufficiently  proving  its  identity  with  that 
referred  to  in  the  Scriptures.  It  has  now,  however, 
been  found  that  a  similar  phenomenon  takes  place 
in  the  Fountain  of  the  Virgin,  which  is  close  by. 
There  the  water  rose  a  foot  in  five  minutes,  and 
within  five  minutes  more  it  sank  to  its  former  level. 
It  is  believed  that  the  excavations  which  are  be- 
ing made  in  Jerusalem  may  explain  this  apparent 
mystery  which  nobody  has  yet  been  able  to  ac- 
count for. — Public  Opinion. 


A  SUPPORTED  MINISTRY. 

BY  J.  EDWIN  JONES. 

I  am  aware  that,  though  a  large  portion  of  the 
Brotherhood  recognizes  the  teaching  of  Jesus  and 
the  New  Testament  writers  upon  this  important 
subject,  a  sentiment  still  obtains  with  many,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  present  practice  of  the  church. 

To  those,  and  all  thoughtful  followers  of  the 
Master,  who  desire  to  see  the  church  as  broad  as 
the  Gospel,  and  as  completely  equipped  for  her 
work  in  every  department  as  Jesus  has  provided, 
I  humbly  submit  the  following  thoughts: 

The  question  of  a  supported  ministry,  like  every 
other  plain  teaching  of  the  Gospel,  should  require 
no  argument  to  be  accepted  and  practiced  by  a 
church  which  holds  so  tenaciously  to  the  Word 
as  does  our  own  beloved  Fraternity. 

I  venture  the  thought  that  if,  in  a  series  of  doc- 
trinal sermons,  in  an  average  congregation  in  the 
Brotherhood,  a  minister  should  fail  to  present  the 
doctrine  of  non-conformity,  or  the  salutation,  or 
the  prayer-covering,  he  would  at  once  be  remind- 
ed of  his  omission  by  some  intelligent  brother  or 
ister,  and  yet,  all  over  the  Brotherhood  earnest 
nen  have  been  preaching  the  doctrine  of  the  New 
Testament  and  have  not  so  much  as  mentioned 
this,  that  Paul  says  was  ordained  of  God.  I  Cor. 
9:  14- 

The  three  doctrines  named  above  are  all  gath- 
ered from  the  epistles,  and  in  no  one  is  the  lan- 
guage more  forcible  than  1  Tim.  5:  18  or  1  Cor.  9: 
14,  and  of  neither  of  the  three  can  it  be  said  that 
we  have  Christ's  own  words  as  we  have  directly 
upon  this  subject.  Matt.  10:  10;  Luke  10:  7  and 
Luke  9:  3. 

If  those  who  led  in  the  effort  to  re-establish 
primitive  Christianity,  in  avoiding  the  extreme  of 
high-salaried  ministers,  lost  sight  of  the  spirit  of 
the  Bible,  the  teaching  of  Christ  and  the  inspired 
New  Testament  writers,  ought  not-  we,  who  are 
endeavoring  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  Christ's 
church,  strive  that  the  apostolic  practice,  as  sanc- 
tioned by  Christ,  should  obtain  among  us?  No 
doubt  the  New  Testament  Scriptures  were  calcu- 
lated to  make  the  church  perfect  in  all  her  de- 
partments, as  also  to  make  the  comers  thereunto 
perfect  as  individual  members  of  that  body. 

If  the  entire  Gospel  is  necessary  in  order  to 
make  the  church,  with  each  individual  member  of 
that  body,  what  Christ  designed  they  should 
be,  it  must  certainly  follow  that  a  departure  from 
the  teachings  of  Inspiration,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  will  be  followed  by  a  corresponding  lack 
of  perfection. 

In  this  nineteenth  century  the  world  is  filled 
with  men, — educated  men, — who  recklessly  muti- 
late and  treat  with  indifference,  or  even  con- 
tempt, the  plain  teachings  of  God's  Word. 

Many,  no  doubt,  succumb  to  the  temptation  to 
indulge  in  this  glaring  vice,  because  of  the  love  of 
the  money  that  comes  from  such  a  course.    The 


Scripture  has  been,  and  is  being  fulfilled  dail  ■ 
that  a  multitude  continue  to  heap  to  themsel  '" 
these  teachers,  having  itching  ears. 

With  a  knowledge  of  this  appalling  fact  and  th 
wonderful   opposition  which    God's   pure   Word  ' 
receiving  to-day   in    this   land   of   Bibles,  our  b'S 
loved  Brotherhood,  so  like  the  pattern  of  the  an 
tolic  church   in   other  respects,    chooses   ofttim 
men    of  ordinary    ability   and   spiritual  wisdom  to 
struggle   against  these  evil  innovations,  and  fro 
them  they  withhold  the  support  warranted  by  Ho 
ly  Writ,  thus  placing   at  a  disadvantage  one  who 
should   have   every    advantage   and    whose    min(j 
should  have  entire  freedom  from  thoughts  of  ten- 
poral  necessities. 

Thus  is  the  extension  of  Christ's  kingdom  re- 
tarded;  a  member  of  Christ's  body,  the  church  is 
withheld  from  performing  its  proper  work  as  de- 
signed by  its  head  (Christ),  and  the  body  lacks  in 
that  degree  the  effectual,  perfect  working  that 
should  characterize  it. 

This  departure  from  the  Master's  teaching  af- 
fects  also,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  degree,  every  in. 
dividual  connected  with  the  church.  It  robs  them 
of  the  blessing  that  comes  from  giving  to  the 
cause,  and  it  has  a  tendency  to  promote  indolence 
in  giving  to  the  support  of  missions. 

It  takes  from  them,  also,  the  fatherly  care  that 
should  be  received  by  them.  From  a  lack  of 
knowledge  of  their  special  individual  needs,  on 
the  part  of  the  minister,  they  often  become  sickly 
and,  for  want  of  proper  treatment,  not  infrequent- 
ly die. 

A  great  per  cent  of  this  trouble  might  be  avoid- 
ed by  granting  the  ministry  such  support  as  the 
New  Testament  dictates,  that  his  time,  talent  and 
energy  might  be  fully  occupied  in  looking  after 
and  through  the  ministration  of  the  Word,  sup- 
plying the  needs  of  the  flock. 

How  can  this  be  done  when  a  great  majority  of 
the  congregation  is  not  seen  from  one  Sabbath  to 
another, — some  perhaps  not  visited  by  the  mini's 
ter  for  even  months  or  years? 

We  do  not  need    mere  thinking-c-n   tHis   lino.      w. 

need  united,  earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  even 
minister  and  every  member  of  Christ's  church,  ,vho 
have  its  prosperity  in  view,  to  get  the  matter  in 
all  its  bearings  before  the  Brotherhood. 

Let  us  pray  earnestly  that  "the  Lord  would  and 
laborers  into  his  harvest,"  Luke  10:  2,  and  may  we 
in  this,  as  we  should  on  all  other  subjects  of 
prayer,  help  God  to  answer  it  by  earnest,  conse- 
crated effort  to  do,  and  cause  to  be  done,  his  holy 
will! 

Grundy  Centre,  Iowa. 


It  may  be  of  some  interest  to  our  brother,  as 
well  as  to  others,  to  learn  that  there  is  a  healthy, 
growing  sentiment  in  our  Brotherhood  in  favor 
of  supporting  such  ministers  as  are  required  to 
devote  their  entire  attention  and  time  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  And  while  this  is  true, 
there  seems  to  be  a  strong  determination  to  avoid 
making  preaching  a  money-making  profession' 
Both  our  General  and  State  Boards  are  supporting 
a  number  of  ministers,  and  as  the  funds  for  this 
purpose  increase,  more  workers  will  be  employ™' 
There  are  also  a  number  of  local  churches  support- 
ing their  ministers.  In  congregations  where  this 
is  done,  only  one  minister  receives  his  support. 
and  he  gives  his  whole  life  to  the  work  of  the 
church. 

We  are  not  in  favor  of  making  the  ministry  » 
money-making  business,  but  we  are  most  decided- 
ly in  favor  of  supporting  the  men  who  must  »" 
should  give  their  entire  life  to  the  preaching  ° 
the  Word,  and  the  care  of  the  flock.  It  is  useless 
to  talk  of  building  up  and  properly  providing  ><" 
churches  in  most  of  the  cities  in  any  other  wW 
Furthermore,  the  plan  of  sustaining  those  who  en 
gage  in  city  work,  was  heartily  endorsed  by 
Annual  Conference  two  years  ago,  and  is 
put  into  practice  as  fast  as  circumstances  will  P 
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.  And  while  we  would  like  to  see  the  unsup- 
orted  ministry  continue  in  the  rural  districts,  still 
[here  are  country  churches  that  must  either  partly 
support  a  minister  or  go  without  regular  preach- 
ing services.  Then,  there  are  ministers  among 
us  whose  abilities  are  such  that  they  ought  not 
to  have  to  devote  any  part  of  their  time  or  talent 
to  secular  pursuits.  Their  services  are  of  too 
much  value  to  the  church  to  be  interfered  with 
by  any  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  ot  life.  A  short 
time  ago  a  minister  of  fine  ability  wrote  us  that 
he  had  arranged  to  withdraw  from  the  evangelistic 
field  the  coming  winter,  and  go  to  "tent-making" 
in  order  to  support  and  be  with  his  family.  While 
it  is  not  wrong  for  ministers  to  engage  in  secular 
pursuits,  that  they  may  not  be  chargeable  to  any  of 
the  churches,  still,  in  many  instances,  it  is  not  wis- 
dom. 

And  while  we  will  not  and  should  not  encourage 
the  ministry  as  a  money-making  profession,  wc  do 
urge  the  laity  to  make  greater  efforts  to  assist  the 
hard-working  ministers  than  they  have  done  in  the 
past.  Especially  ought  the  poor  to  receive  assist- 
ance. There  are  a  score,  or  more,  of  ways  in  which 
this  may  be  done.  Sacks  of  flour,  sacks  of  pota- 
toes, baskets  of  groceries,  suits  of  clothes,  rolls  of 
goods  for  the  family,  and  a  little  money  now 
and  then,  will  bring  out  better  sermons  and  spir- 
itually improve  the  members  who  give.  You 
might  donate  the  Messenger  to  your  minister,  or 
you  might  purchase  him  some  books.  Some  of 
you  might  give  him  a  horse,  for  there  are  those 
who  need  a  horse  and  cannot  afford  to  buy  one. 
Then,  others  might  give  him  a  saddle,  or  a  buggy. 
We  know  two  members  who  went  into  a  carriage 
shop,  a  few  months  ago,  and  purchased  a  hundred- 
dollar  carriage  for  their  preacher,  so  that  he  could 
take  his  family  to  meeting  with  the  same  comfort 
the  rest  of  the  members  enjoyed.  You  might  give 
him  a  cow,  and  this  would  greatly  delight  the 
preacher's  wife.  If  you  want  to  help  a  minister, 
ruo  something  to  cheer  his  wife.  You  can  give  him 
a  load  of  corn,  oats  or  hay.  You  can  send  him  a 
few  hundred  pounds  of  meat  for  his  winter  use. 
We  urge  our  members  to  do  a  great  deal  of  this 
kind  of  work  this  fall,  and  keep  it  up.  Then  ask 
your  minister  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  in  his 
home  church,  or  in  your  neighborhood.  We  want 
you,  after  reading  this,  to  urge  all  the  other  mem- 
bers to  read  it,  and  then  start  out  with  your  bless- 
ings by  the  sack-full  and  the  cart-load.  Do  these 
things  and  you  will  greatly  aid  in  solving  the  sup- 
ported ministry  problem,  and  in  putting  more  life 
into  the  ministers,  as  well  as  into  the  churches 

J.  H.  M. 


BEARING  ACQUAINTANCE. 

BY  JACOB  S.  MOHLER. 

"Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden  and 
I  will  give  you  rest."— Matt.  12:  28. 

1.  All  men  do  not  bear  good  acquaintance.  The 
more  you  get  acquainted  with  some  of  them  the 
the  less  you  think  of  them,  because  you  find 
their  disposition  unpleasant,  their  conversation 
impure,  their  morals  not  inviting,  their  purposes 
not  good.  Their  object  is  to  have  the  best  side  in 
bargains  and,  surprising  above  all,  you  often  find 
them  to  be  mere  pretending  Christians.  All  told, 
they  make  a  dark  picture  in  life. 

2-  Some  men  bear  acquaintance  well.  The  more 
you  learn  of  them,  the  better  you  think  of  them,  be- 
cause they  seem  to  be  men  molded  after  the  Gospel 
Pattern.  Their  disposition  is  pleasant,  their  con- 
versation becoming,  their  morals  inviting.  They 
Purpose  to  do  good  to  all  men.  Their  object  is  to 
he  honest  with  God  and  man.  They  manifest  a 
c°ncern  for  heaven  and  the  beautiful.  They  have 
n°  concern  for  worldly  fame  or  honor.  They  love 
to  meet  with  the  people  of  God  in  the  house  of 


the  Lord,  but  shun  all  manner  of  worldly  amuse- 
ments. They  present  to  the  world  a  true  picture 
of  man  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  are  worthy  of  imitation. 
All  told  they  give  to  the  world  the  brightest  and 
highest  type  of  the  Christian  life. 

3.  Jesus,  above  all  men,  bears  the  best  acquaint- 
ance, because  he  is  perfect,  gentle,  lovely,  inviting 
and  inspiring.  His  life  was  pure  and  spotless. 
His  conversation  was  of  the  highest  type,  inviting 
and  impressive.  To  the  believer  in  Christ  it  pre- 
sents the  finest  sense  of  feeling  that  the  heart  can 
conceive.  His  purpose  is  to  save  all  from  sin  that 
call  on  his  name  through  his  Word.  You  get  ac- 
quainted with  Jesus  through  his  Word.  He  in- 
vites your  attention,  pleads  for  your  affection, 
gently  bids  you  to  love  him  with  all  your  heart, 
intercedes  for  your  case  that  you  may  meet  him 
on  his  pleasant  terms  of  pardon  and  salvation. 
Sinner,  if  you  open  wide  the  door  of  your  heart, 
and  give  Jesus  admittance,  he  will  come  and  draw 
near  you.  His  presence  will  be  enchanting.  It 
will  soften  your  heart,  sweeten  your  affection  and 
stiengthen  your  desire  for  things  that  are  divine, 
and  will  be  a  present  help  in  time  of  need.  Who 
is  it  that  will  not  want  to  meet  such  a  friend  at  the 
day  of  judgment?  Now  is  the  time  to  make  your- 
self acquainted  with  Jesus.  On  the  other  side  of 
the  dissolution  of  soul  and  body  there  will  be  no 
opportunity  given  for  repentance. 

One  among  the  many  best  things  ever  said  to  a 
confused  world  was  concerning  Jesus  the  Savior, 
Bethlehem's  babe,  in  which  the  heavenly  host  de- 
clared: "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and  on  earth 
peace:  good  will  towards  men."  The  invitation  has 
gone  out  for  all  to  come  to  Jesus  that  arc  burdened 
and  depressed  in  spirit  on  account  of  sin. 
Covington,  Ohio. 


THE  VISITOR. 


With  the  September  number  of  the  Brethren  s 
Missionary  Visitor  a  very  interesting  scries  of  arti- 
cles will  be  published  from  the  pen  of  a  Brahmin, 
of  Bulsar,  India.  The  Brahmins  are  Hindoo  priests, 
and  the  author  of  this  article  is  the  instructor  of 
our  missionaries  in  the  Gujerati  language.  This 
article  treats  of  the  strange  customs  of  the  people 
attending  the  birth  of  a  child.  The  succeeding 
articles  will  be  on  wedding  customs  and  funeral 
ceremonies.  The  publishers  consider  themselves 
very  fortunate  to  secure  such  a  valuable  series  of 
articles  for  the  Visitor.  Readers  of  the  Messenger 
who  wish  to  read  these  articles  should  send  in 
their  subscription  at  once,  enclosing  twenty-five 
cents  for  the  paper  from  September  to  the  close  of 
1897.    Address  the  Visitor,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  article: 

"  I  who  am  a  Hindoo,  have  my  aim  in  describing  the  manners 
and  customs  of  my  own  country,— India,  and  of  my  countrymen, 
—the  Hindoos.  .  .  .  The  reader  is  not  to  make  the  least 
allowance  in  this  description  as  it  is  given  impartially  with  a 
view  to  facts  and  nothing  but  facts."  "The  jingle  of  a  bell 
declares  that  the  woman  has  given  birth  to  a  boy,  but  the  pale 
faces  of  the  mother  and  the  women  of  the  house  show  that  it 
is  a  little  girl  that  has  come." 


^-THE  i  SUNDAY  i  SCHOOLS 

LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 

David's  Love  for  God's  House — 1  Chron.  aa:  6-16. 

(Lesson  for  Sejit.  6,  1806.) 

David  says  that  it  was  in  his  mind  to  build  a 
house  for  the  Lord.  This  is  a  good  place  for  such 
a  desire  to  be  and  to  dwell,  and  it  is  a  good  place 
for  such  a  feeling  to  start.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of 
meditation  and  sober  thought,  and  it  will  be  well 
for  us,  in  the  study  ot  this  lesson,  to  see  when 
and  how  these  thoughts  were  made  to  start  in  his 
mind. 

One  day,  perhaps  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  as 
the  last  rays  of  the  setting  sun  gilded  the  moun- 
tains of  Moab,  while  sitting  on  the  porch  of  his 


house  of  cedar,  and  looking  around  over  the 
ding  hills  and  plains,  his  eyes  fell  upon 
the  tent  erected  as  the  home  of  the  ark  of  the 
Lord,  the  representative  of  God,  who  is  so  much 
greater  than  himself.  It  was  then  that  the  thought 
came  to  him,  How  is  this  that  I  am  dwelling  in 
this  fine  house  of  cedar  while  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
is  allowed  to  dwell  in  a  tent  of  curtains?  As  he 
thought  over  these  things,  it  came  into  his  heart, 
that  a  house  must  be  built  for  the  Lord,— and  a 
good  one,  too,  better  than  his  own.  The  thought 
pleased  the  Lord,  because  he  recognized  the  pur- 
pose as  being  in  harmony  with  his  own,  in  refer- 
ence to  having  a  house  built.  While  it  was  also  in 
the  mind  of  God  to  have  a  house  built,  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Lord  was  more  far  reaching  than  had 
entered  into  the  mind  of  David.  The  house  was 
to  be  representative.  The  building  of  this  house 
was  to  be  representative  of  the  building  up  of  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  and  as  that  was  to  be  a' king- 
dom of  peace,  so  the  building  of  this  house  must 
be  in  harmony  with  this  principle,  and  as  David 
had  been  a  man  of  war  and  had  caused  the  shed- 
ding of  much  blood,  he  could  not  be  permitted  to 
build  this  house.  Yet  the  Lord  was  pleased '  with 
David's  motives,  and  not  only  made  him  the  prom- 
ise that  his  son  should  build  it,  but,  further,  al- 
lowed him  to  make  provisions  for  it. 

The  promise  made  by  the  Lord  was  especially 
comforting  to  David,  "  Behold,  a  son  shall  be 
born  to  thee,  who  shall  be  a  man  of  rest."  I  will 
give  him  rest  from  all  of  his  enemies  round  about; 
for  his  name  shall  be  Solomon,  and  I  will  give 
peace  and  quietness  unto  Israel  in  his  day.  He 
shall  build  a  house  for  my  name,  and  he  shall  be 
my  son,  and  I  will  be  his  father." 

In  studying  this  lesson,  we  must  take  into  ac- 
count the  brevity  of  Bible  history.  In  the  first 
part  wc  have  Solomon  yet  unborn,  and  in  the  close, 
we  have  the  charge  given,  "Arise,  therefore,  and 
be  doing,  and  the  Lord  be  with  thee."  This  only 
shows  that  David  willingly  accepted  the  purpose 
of  the  Lord,  and  went  to  work  and  did  the  part  in 
the  work  that  was  assigned  him  to  do,  so  that, 
when  the  time  would  come  for  the  building,  his 
part  would  be  completed  and  he  would  be  ready 
to  hand  the  work  over  into  the  hands  of  his  son, 
whom  the  Lord  had  chosen. 
In  this  lesson  we  have: 

1.  We  see  that  David  had  a  love  for  the  house 
of  God.  It  was  in  his  heart  that  such  a  house 
should  be  built.  So  we  should  have  a  love  for 
the  house  of  God,  and  it  should  be  the  purpose  of 
our  hearts  that,  wherever  possible,  such  houses 
should  be  built.  And  if,  like  David,  we  cannot 
build  them  ourselves,  we  can  help  furnish  the 
gold,  silver  and  stones. 

2.  In  the  building  of  these  houses  we  should 
show  that  we  have  at  heart,  as  much  considera- 
tion for  God  and  his  pleasure,  as  we  have  for 
our  own.  For  many  of  us,  perhaps,  it  would  be 
well  to  stop  here  a  moment  and  do  a  little  think- 
ing. When  the  thought  comes  into  our  hearts  to 
build  a  house  for  the  Lord,  why  is  it  that  we  de- 
cide to  build  such  very  plain  and  cheap  ones?  Is 
it  because  we  are  afraid  of  displeasing  the  Lord, 
or  is  it  because  it  will  leave  more  money  in  our 
pockets  to  build  fine  houses  and  furnishings  for 
ourselves?  And,  again,  where  do  we  have  Scrip- 
ture for  building  and  furnishing  finer  houses  for 
ourselves  than  for  the  Lord?  David  did  not  find 
any  such  in  their  law.  And  we  have  failed  to 
find  it  in  our  law.  While  we  are  not  favorable  to 
foolish  and  useless  extravagance,  yet  we  do  be- 
lieve that  the  Lord  has  as  much  taste  for  the 
comely  and  beautiful  as  we  ought  to  have,  and 
that,  in  building  for  him,  we  ought  to,  in  a  reason- 
able degree,  show  it.  This  is  one  of  the  ways  of 
showing  that  we  love  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

3.  As  Solomon,  in  building  a  house  for  the  Lord, 
was  a  representative  of  the  principles  of  peace, 
so  should  we  be.  This  is  true  not  only  in  refer- 
ence to  building  churchhouses  for  the  Lord's  use, 
but  also  as  builders  for  him,  in  pushing  forward 
the  spiritual  kingdom  of  Christ,  of  which  the  tem- 
ple that  Solomon  built  was  a  figure.  h.  b.  b. 
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Executive  Committhb  op  Reading  Circle.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsar, 
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SOMETIME. 


If  nut  to-morrow,  then 
In  God's  good  time  thy  sc 

A  blessing  to  have  beer 
Will  yet  be 


Therefore,  fn 


Thy  stock  of  jey  runs  low 

A  little  cup  of  gladness,  so 

Thy  strength  shall  yet  outlive  thy  woe, 

If  not  on  earth,  in  heaven, 

Thou'H  know  thy  Father's  will; 
Why,  when  thy  heart  was  riven, 

He  only  said,  "Hold  still"; 
Why  scourge  and  cross  were  given, 

And  gall  thy  cup  to  Gil. 
And  Heaven,  with  all  made  clear, 
That  is  so  full  of  myst'ry  here, 
Lies  just  beyond  thee,  very  near. 

—Mrs.  S.  M,  I.  Henry. 


with  the  c 
kingdom ! 


THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AND  ITS  INFLUENCE. 

BY  LAURA  M.  WEST. 

Our  Sunday  school,  what  is  it?  The  little  chil- 
dren might  form  an  answer,  and  yet  the  most  ac- 
tive mind  cannot  tell  its  great  value,  its  refining 
influence  as  each  Sunday  we  gather  the  children 
together  to  tell  them  of  a  loving  Savior  who  came 
to  earth,  suffered  the  cruel  death  of  the  cross  that 
all  might  live,  and  who,  while  on  earth,  blessed 
little  children,  and  now  has  gone  to  prepare  a 
place  for  them,  "for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven." 

The  question  was  once  asked,  "What  is  our  Sun- 
day school  for?"  and  the  answer  given  told  of  a 
great  work,  "  to  teach  the  children  the  way  of  sal- 
vation, to  lead  them  to  Christ."  What  a  glorious 
thought! 

Teacher,  is  that  what  you  are  striving  to  do,  as 
you  stand  each  Sunday  before  a  class  of  boys  or 
girls?  Remember  that  is  your  mission,  and  while 
the  teacher's  is  a  sacred  mission,  it  is  doubly  so, 
when  he  is  teaching  the  Word  of  God. 

"  Feed  my  lambs,  said  Christ  our  shepherd, 
Place  the  food  within  their  reach." 

Have  you  ever  stood  before  your  class  and  not 
felt  the  responsibility  resting  on  you?  With  twen- 
ty eyes  turned  to  you  for  help  and  guidance, 
many  of  them,  perhaps,  from  homes  where  God's 
name  is  never  spoken  except  in  blasphemy,  as 
they  wait  with  eager,  breathless  interest  to  hear 
the  ever  new  story  of  a  dying  Savior,  let  your 
prayers  ascend  to  heaven  that  you  may  speak 
some  thought  that  will  set  them  to  thinking  and 
lead  the  wanderer  to  Christ.  The  impressions  you 
imprint  upon  the  youthful  mind,  time  will  not  ef- 
face, and  how  awful  the  thought  in  after-years,  "  I 
led  them  wrong;  I  was  careless  and  indifferent 
with  God's  Word  and  have  led  them  astray!  "  On 
the  other  hand,  what  a  joy  in  knowing  you  have 
done  your  duty  and  your  work  has  not  been  in 
vain,  and  how  great  the  joy  will  be  when  you  meet 


lildren  you  have  taught  here,  in  God's 


.....U  live  for  ourselves  alone,  and  in  Sun- 
day school,  as  elsewhere,  our  influence  is  continu- 
ally going  out,  either  for  evil  or  good.  If  we 
come  with  a  well-prepared  lesson,— come  for  the 
good  we  may  do  and  the  benefit  we  may  receive, 
our  influence  must  be  for  good;  but  if,  on  the  oth- 
er hand,  during  the  past  week,  we  have  given  our 
lesson  no  thought,  our  plea  being  lack  of  time,  if 
we  come  just  to  pass  time  away  and  sit  during  the 
Sunday  school  hour  listless  and  restless,  paying 
little  attention  to  what  is  going  on,  then  our  influ- 
ence cannot  be  for  good,  As  followers  of  Christ 
we  should  find  it  a  pleasure  to  work  in  his 
vineyard,  and  no  better  place  can  we  find  than 
the  Sunday  school  where  we  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of.  leading  the  children  to  Christ  and  ad- 
vancing God's  cause.  If,  instead  of  simply  drift- 
ing on,  heedless  of  the  many  perishing  souls 
around  us,  anxious  for  the  Bread  of  Life,  we  but 
watch  and  care,  how  much  of  thrice  blessed  work 
would  our  Father  give  us  to  do  in  his  vineyard! 

There  are  thousands  all  around  us  to  whom 
a  few  kind  words  of  encouragement  would  be 
as  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  dispersing  from 
life's  horizon  the  dark  clouds.  Thousands  of  lit- 
tle children  there  are  around  us  who  do  not  know 
what  a  Sunday  school  is;  thousands  of  young  and 
old  in  our  own  native  land,  who  never  hear 'God's 
Word,  and  know  not  the  light  of  his  presence; 
thousands  who  are  longing  for  the  privilege  we 
enjoy. 

I  wonder  if  we  ever  think  of  this  on  Sunday 
morning  when  we  are  complaining  about  the  dis- 
tance to  church.  Perhaps  we  say,  "It  is  so  far 
and  so  hot,  I  don't  think  I  will  go  to  church  or 
Sunday  school  this  morning."  An  expression  we 
often  hear  is  this,  "Of  course  the  congregation  is 
small,  but  one  will  not  be  missed."  My  friend, 
be  assured,  though  no  one  else  misses  you,  the  All- 
seeing  Eye  will  notice  and  mark  your  absence,  for 
though  we  study  God's  work  a  life-time,  when  we 
are  laid  beneath  the  sod,  there  will  still  be  some- 
thing we  rmg-ht  have  learned. 

Many  and  loud  are  the  cries  coming  from  every 
direction  for  our  help.  Have  we  responded  to 
the  call?  Brother,  sister,  let  us  reach  out  a  help- 
ing hand  and  welcome  them  into  the  fold!  No 
one  is  so  weak,  so  poor,  so  ignorant,  he  can  do 
nothing  for  his  Master  in  this  work  of  saving  the 
youth  of  our  country.  Father,  mother,  are  you 
sure  your  children  attend  Sunday  school,  and  do 
you  encourage  them  with  your  presence,  or  are 
you  letting  them  choose  for  themselves,  till  they 
wander  over  the  terrible  precipice  of  darkness  for- 
ever? Remember,  though  you  are  far  up  the  lad- 
der, your  children  are  at  the  bottom,  waiting  for 
your  help  and  instruction.  So  our  Sunday  school 
should  be  a  place  where  the  young  and  old,  rich 
and  poor,  high  and  low,  may  come  together  on 
one  common  level,  to  teach  and  learn  of  God.  To 
make  it  so,  we  must  have  consecrated  Sunday- 
school  workers,  those  that  are  earnest,  diligent  and 
faithful,  who,  with  the  help  of  God,  will  overcome 
every  obstacle,  and,  with  untiring  zeal,  will  not 
rest  till  they  have  accomplished  the  work  as- 
signed them.  Then  a  successful  life  will  be  theirs, 
crowned  with  the  work  of  noble  perseverance,  and 
they  will  hear  the  welcome  of  the  Savior,  "  Come, 
ye  blessed  of  my  Father."  This  will  take  time, 
labor,  self-denial  and  love  for  God  and  man.  Is 
the  work  too  great?  It  is  all  for  Christ  who  gave 
his  life  for  us. 
Fandon,  III. 


WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  STOOP. 

While  an  erect  attitude,  in  person  and  charac 
ter,  is  admirable,  yet  there  are  times  when  it  ii 
wise  to  unbend,  and  when  to  preserve  the  erect 
ness  uncompromisingly  would  imply  a  lack  o 
some  of  the  essential  qualities  that  go  to  make 
success.  Of  course,  this  stooping  has  no  reference 
to  the  relaxing  of  the  moralities.  It  is  probably 
best  explained  by  an  anecdote:  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, when  a  young  man,  visited    Rev.   Dr.   Cotton 


Mather.  At  the  close.of  the  interview  the  d 
showed  him  out  of  the  house  by  a  back  way*"*? 
they  proceeded  along  a  narrow  passage  he  said 
the  lad,  "Stoop!  stoop!"  Not  immediately  Co  ° 
prehending  the  meaning  of  the  advice,  he  ^ 
another  step  and  brought  his  head  lather  viole 
ly  against  a  beam  that  projected  over  the  passa/ 
"My  lad,"  said  Dr.  Mather,  "you  are  young  ^ 
the  world  is  before  you;  learn  to  stoop  as  y0u  e 
through  it,  and  you  will  save  yourself  many  a  naf, 
thump."  It  is  no  easy  lesson  to  learn,— this  sci- 
ence of  stooping  wisely  and  gracefully  at  the  right 
time  and  in  the  right  way.  When  you  have  to 
deal  with  a  man  in  a  passion,  who  fumes  and  foams 
and  uses  bitter  words,  how  you  long  to  stand  UD 
straight,  tell  him  he  is  wrong  and  unreasonable 
and  fight  the  matter  out  boldly.  But  it  is  of  no 
use, — it  is  the  veriest  folly  to  argue  with  an  angry 
man,  and  by  far  the  wisest  course  is  to  stoop,  \[ 
is  no  more  a  disgrace  to  do  this  than  it  is  t0 
bow  before  a  passing  tornado,  or  bend  before  a 
sudden  gust  of  wind.  Stoop, — as  gracefully  as 
you  can, — and  when  the  storm  has  begun  to  sub- 
side, whisper  the  kindly  wo/d  that  turns  away  the 
gusts  of  sudden  wrath. — Christian  Herald. 


MIND  WHAT  YOU  PROMISE. 

A  promise  may  bind  you  for  a  lifetime.     It 
be   made  in  a  moment  but  may  fetter  and  cloud 
and  shadow  one's  whole  existence. 

Be  careful  what  you  promise.  Do  not  be  coaxed 
or  urged  or  frightened  into  making  promises, 
Get  alone;  think,  pray,  ask  counsel  of  God  and  of 
good  men,  and  never  promise  in  haste  something 
which,  on  mature  consideration,  you  would  rather 
not  perform.  Do  your  considering  first  before  the 
promise  is  made.     Says  a  sensible  writer: 

"We  have  noticed  that  facility  in  making  prom- 
ises is  usually  accompanied  by  a  certain  careless- 
ness in  keeping  them.  Many  otherwise  good  men 
fall  into  the  habit  of  agreeing  to  do  whatever  is 
asked  of  them,  without  first  considering  whe tac- 
it will  be  within  their  power  to  fulfill  their 
gagements.  They  do  not  intend^o  be  untruthful, 
but  they  soon  acquire  a  reputation  for  lacking 
perfect  veracity.  We  beg  our  readers  to  be 
their  guard  here.  It  is  of  vast  importance  to 
learn  how  to  be  deliberate  and  thoughtful  in  the 
matter  of  consenting  to  do  this,  or  that,  or  the 
other  thing.  A  perfectly  upright  man  will  not 
pledge  himself  to  assume  any  work,  great  or  small, 
without  first  being  reasonably  sure  of  his  ability 
to  do  it,  and  then  he  will  strive  to  keep  his  pledge 
at  all  hazards." — The  Christian. 

ONE  SIN. 

"There  was  but  one  crack  in  the  lantern,  and 
the  wind  has  found  it  out  and  blown  out  the  can- 
dle. How  great  a  mischief  one  unguarded  point 
of  character  may  cause  us!  One  spark  blew  up 
the  magazine  and  shook  the  whole  country  f°r 
miles  around.  One  leak  sank  the  vessel  and 
drowned  all  on  board,  One  wound  may  kill  the 
body.     One  sin  destroys  the  soul. 

"  It  little  matters  how  carefully  the  rest  of  the 
lantern  is  protected,  the  one  point  which  is  dam- 
aged is  quite  sufficient  to  admit  the  wind,  and  so 
it  little  matters  how  zealous  the  man  may  be  in 
a  thousand  things,  if  he  tolerates  one  darling  J*. 
Satan  will  find  out  the  flaw  and  destroy  all  of  hlS 
hopes.    The  strength  of  a  chain  is  measured,  n°J 
by   the   strongest,  but  by  its  weakest  link,  for  » 
the  weakest  snaps   what   is  the  use  of  the  rest 
Satan    is   a   close    observer,    and    knows    exact  y 
where  our  weak  points  are;  we  have  need  of  ve  > 
much  watchfulness,   and   we   have   great  cause  to 
bless  our  merciful   Lord  who   prayed  for  us  tha 
our  faith  fail  not.     Either  our  pride  or  our  slot  , 
our  ignorance,  our  anger,  or  our  lust  would  pro 
our  ruin,  unless  grace  interposed;  any  one  of  o 
senses  or  faculties  might  admit  the  foe,  yea-  ° 
virtues  and  graces  might  be  the  gate  of  entr*"e(J 
to   our   enemies.    O   Jesus!   if  thou    hast    m 
bought  me  with  thy  blood,  be  pleased  to  keep  me 
thy  power  even  unto  the  end."— C  H.  Spurge*1' 
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ONLY  A  THOUGHT. 


mfortyour  heart  as  it  comforted  mine  ; 
wered  my  prayer,  it  may  answer  thine. 
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The  God  who  taketh  cai 
When  we  are  called  to  ( 
thn 


ithe 


;uard  our  loved  ones  loo, 
and  pass  death's  valley 


■  when  he 


The  Everlasting  Arms  shall  beneath  them  ever 
His  love  can  cherish  far  beyond  the  love  of  you 
So  let  us  leave  "the  times"  with  Him,  nor  mu. 

calls, 
But  trust  the  hand,  from  out  whose  grasp  the  restful  mantle 

falls, 
l'crchance  life's  best  fulfillment  comes  when  life's  brief  span 

Perchance  a  mother's  voice  of  love,  when  heard  on  earth  no 

May  echo  with  a  sweeter  tone  and  have  a  deeper  power, 
Though  only  with  an  angel's  breath,  it  comes  at  midnight's 

We  leave  it,  Father,  all  with  Thee;  do  Thy  way,  that  is  best; 
But  grant  that  seeds  our  hands  now  sow,  may  grow  when 
they're  at  rest.  —Alice  Danner  Jones. 


from  my  own  lips,  and  not  so  many  of  them.  In 
such  a  case  how  is  a  person  to  know  whether  he 
is  believing  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Brethren  or  not?  Surely  difference  of  opinion  is 
abundantly  excusable  when  the  absence  of  opin- 
ion is  abundantly  manifest. 

— Again  we  are  getting  some  cheap  advertising 
that  prudence  might  have  avoided.  Again  our 
imprudence  furnishes  laughter  and  amusement  for 
thousands.  Such  things  make  me  feel  very  sorry. 
The  clipping  I  give  below  has  evidently  been  go- 
ing the  rounds.  It  is  taken  from  The  Weekly 
Scotsman,  published  in  Edinburg,  Scotland.  I  sup 
pose  I  had  better  write  them  a  letter  of  full  ex- 
planation, and  tell  the  editor  that  while  some  of 
us  have  a  weakness  for  tobacco,  and  others  have 
not  gotten  beyond  giving  a  cent  a  week  for  mis- 
sions, yet  we  are  not  drunkards.  We  give  the  item, 
with  the  prayer  that  those  who  persist  in  using  the 
term  "  Dunkard "  may  get  full  satisfaction  from 
it  and  adopt  the  far  more  suitable  term  "  Bunker," 
if  indeed  either  word  must  be  used  at  all. 

"  One  of  the  most  curious  colonics  that  have  ever  been  es- 
tablished on  the  American  Continent  is,  we  learn  from  the 
London  American,  about  to  settle  in  North  Dakota.  It  is 
a  colony  of  drunkards.  Twenty-one  drunkards  and  their 
families  are  about  to  move  from  Indiana  to  take  up  theii 
abode  upon  the  virgin  soil  of  North  Dakota.  They  say  they 
will  establish  a  ■  model  drunkard  colony.'  Already  they  have 
purchased  2,000  acres  of  land,  and  each  family  will  receive 
an  allotment  of  about  fifty  acres.  The  colony  will  be  watched 
with  much  interest.    It  begins  operations  this  month." 


SUGGESTED  THOUGHTS. 

BY  W,  B.  STOVER. 

—Sometimes  we  read  in  the  Messenger  of  some 
minister  "entertaining"  the  audience.  Let  us  not 
say  so!  It  is  fondly  to  be  hoped  that  no  Dunker 
preacher  will  ever  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
trying  to  entertain  an  audience:  It  is  his  business 
to  teach,  preach,  interest  and  instruct. 

—I  remember  when  I  joined  the  church  it  was 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  doing  all  I  could  for 
my  Master.  About  two  years  afterwards,  I  reached 
the  point  where  I  spoke  in  prayer  meeting  every 
week  for  three  months,  not  missing  one  night's 
opportunity.  I  realized  that  it  did  me  great  good. 
But  just  this  morning  I  received  an  excellent  let- 
ter from  a  good  young  sister  in  Maryland,  one 
who  was  baptized  at  the  age  of  eleven,  one  whose 
quiet,  consistent  life  was  pointed  out  on  page  forty 
of  the  little  book  "Charlie  Newcomer,"  and  in 
that  letter  she  says,  "Well,  1  have  not  missed 
speaking  in  the  young  people's  prayer  meeting 
for  seven  months."  That's  very  good,  I  would 
like  to  read  in  the  Messenger  some  more  good 
reports  like  that  from  young  members  who  love 
the  church.  If  we  love  Christ  and  His  church 
let's  prove  it  to  ourselves  and  others. 

—A  European  "  Salvation  Army  "  worker  in  In- 
dia has  murdered  one  of  the  poor  natives  recently. 
He  gets  off  with  seven  years'  rigorous  imprison- 
ment. But  the  point  is  this;  when  one  does  wrong 
many  must  suffer.  Very  frequently  I  hear  re- 
marks nowadays  like  this:  "There's  a  sample  Sal- 
vationist for  you,"  or  "This  is  the  way  Christianity 
works  in  India,  is  it?"  How  true  is  the  principle 
that  when  one  of  the  members  is  hurt  the  whole 
body  is  injured!  How  careful  should  we  be  in 
even  the  smallest  matters,  lest  some  movement 
we  make  or  some  word  we  utter,  should  cast  a 
shadow  over  the  whole  body!  It  is  easier  to  do  a 
thing  than  to  undo  it. 

—How  often  do  we  preach  on  the  Holy  Spirit? 
How  fully  instructed  are  our  congregations  on 
the  subject  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  Is  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Holy  Spirit  worthy  of  our  most  care- 
ful consideration?  How  many  of  us  could,  if 
called  upon,  define  intelligently,  the  office  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?  How  many  sermons  have  we  heard 
on  texts  such  as  "Quench  not  the  Spirit,"  "Be 
filled  with  the  Spirit,,T"So  is  every  one  that  is  born 
of  the  Spirit,"  "Walk  in  the  Spirit,"  "Grieve  not 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,"  preached  by  the  Brethren? 
I  confess  I  do  not  recall  having  heard  one,  except 


Buhar,  India,  July  14,  '96. 


•FISHERS  OF  MEN." 
BY  A.  W.  AUSTIN. 


In  the  apostolic  times  fishing  was  an  honorable 
business.  It  seems,  by  the  historical  account,  that 
the  fishermen,  called  by  Jesus,  were  honorable 
mem  They  had  been  already  disciples  of  John. 
They  were  men  of  judgment  and  liked  to  fish 
where  they  could  catch  something. 

I  think  that  men  of  the  present  day  are  some- 
what like  them.  If  they  fish  at  all  they  hunt  for 
a  good  place  where  they  can  catch.  I  remember 
of  fishing  in  Rock  River,  but  I  always  quit  when 
I  could  not  catch  anything. 

Jesus  found  Peter  and  Andrew  fishing  with  their 
nets,  and  said  unto  them,  "  Follow  me  and  I  will 
make  you  fishers  of  men.  And  they  straightway 
left  their  nets  and  followed  him  "  to  become  fishers 
of  men,  not  for  their  own  temporal  good,  but  for 
the  good  of  those  that  would  become  prey  to  them, 
caught  by  the  Word  for  Jesus. 

I  do  not  know  that  they  had  any  experience  in 
catching  trout,  but  we  believe  when  they  went  to 
work  for  the  Master,  fishing  for  men,  they  learned 
to  hide  self,  and  fish  where  they  could  catch  a 
goodly  number.  They  would  not  fish  long  where 
there  were  no  good  results  in  accord  with  the 
Savior's  instructions.  Matt.  10:  14.  Read  about 
Paul  and  Barnabas  in  Acts  13:  51. 

In  our  little  experience  we  rejoice  in  catching 
fish  for  the  Master,  and  enjoy  and  glory  in  seeing 
men  and  women  caught  in  the  Gospel  net  by 
some  one,  no  matter  who  the  instrument  in  God's 
hands  may  be. 

We  were  summoned  twenty  miles  South  a  few 
days  ago,  to  receive  two  into  the  church  who  had 
been  caught  by  a  little  preaching  and  the  faithful 
brethren  circulating  tracts  and  papers.  When  we 
began  the  work  we  found  four  instead  of  two, 
ready  to  be  received  into  church  fellowship  with 
the  saints. 

Now  this  adds  another  fishing-place,  which 
makes  about  six  or  seven  that  are  isolated  and  un- 
organized, without  fishers  or  ministers  within  the 
bounds  of  my  charge.  These  places  are  all  good 
places.  The  prospects  are  good  for  a  large  catch. 
Now,  are  there  any  that  want  to  become  such  fish- 
ers as  Christ  and  the  apostles,  and  fish  for  such 
fish  as  they  fished  for  (common  people),  and  fish 
with  the  Gospel  net,  where  there  is  good  prospect 
for  catching  something  for  the  blessed  Christ 
Remember  that  Christ  died  for  these  people.    Shall 


he  have  died  in  vain,  while  these  people  are  willing 
to  be  caught  in  the  Gospel  net? 

There  are  many  ways  to  catch  these  people. 
The  Gospel  Messenger  is  certainly  good.  Tracts 
are  also  good.  Any  one  that  can  give  a  reason 
of  hope  and  talk  about  Jesus,  and  give  Gospel  for 
faith,  practice,  etc.,  can  do  good  work  here.  Sil- 
ver spoons  can  be  used  in  catching  these  people  if 
properly  used. 

We,  as  a  church,  are  still  laboring  together  in 
meetings  every  Sunday,  and  Sunday  school  and 
Bible  class  Thursday  night.  We  just  hoed  out 
twenty-five  acres  of  cotton  to-day  and  expect  to 
apply  the  proceeds  towards  building  a  house  tor 
worship.  The  members  all  being  poor,  we  thought 
this  plan  would  be  good,  as  we  need  a  house  very 
much  to  worship  in.  Schoolhouses  arc  all  small, 
but  congregations  usually  large. 

Missionaries  need  not  all  think  of  crossing  the 
ocean.  Here  is  room  among  the  heathen  for 
work,  for  a  hundred  of  the  best  of  missionaries. 
What  these  people  of  the  forest  need  and  demand 
now,  to  Christianize  them,  is  good  people  to  move 
among  them,  deal  honestly  with  them,  and  treat 
them  right,  until  they  gain  their  confidence,  and 
the  work  is  more  than  half  done.  If  ever  a  people 
were  led  to  ruin,  it  has  been  the  Indian  by  the 
white  man.  They  have  had  the  influence  of  the 
worst  of  characters  for  years,— been  gambled  with, 
cheated  and  abused.  It  seems  the  more  they  learn, 
the  worse  they  are. 

Is  it  not  time  that  we  come  to  the  rescue  of  these 
people?  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  assist  brethren 
to  a  position  to  help  these  people,  by  giving  infor- 
mation if  any  one  is  interested. 

God  bless  the  work  everywhere,  and  in  answer 
.j  our  prayers  send  laborers  into  the  fields  already 
ripening  unto  the  harvest! 
Cushing,  Okla.  T. 


AN  AFRICAN  GIRL'S  PLUCK. 

BY  D.  MYEUS. 

An  exchange  tells  the  following  incident  of  mis- 
sionary life  in  Africa.  A  girl  named  Nyangandi 
who  lived  near  the  Ogowe  river,  West  Africa,  on 
Saturday  came  in  her  canoe,  with  two  bunches  of 
plantains  to  sell  to  the  missionary.  When  she  was 
going  away,  Mrs.  Batcelar,  the  missionary's  wife, 
said  to  her,  "  Now  you  must  not  forget  that  to- 
morrow will  be  the  Sabbath  Day  and  you  have 
already  promised  to  come  every  time." 

"Yes,"  said  the  girl,  "  I  will  surely  come  if  I  am 
alive." 

So  she  did,  but  no  one  knew  how  she  got  there 
until  she  told  the  girls  that  in  the  night  her  canoe 
had  been  stolen,  but  she  swam  all  the  way.  The 
current  was  swift,  the  water  deep,  and  the  river 
fully  a  third  of  a  mile  wide,  but  by  swimming  diag- 
onally she  succeeded  in  crossing  the  river. 

If  this  heathen  girl,  who  knew  only  a  little  about 
the  Gospel  could  keep  her  word  and  come  to  the 
house  of  prayer,  how  much  more  should  more  fav- 
ored people  not  forsake  the  assembling  of  them- 
selves together,  because  it  is  cloudy,  or  damp,  or 
rainy!  What  a  lesson  this  heathen  girl  should  be 
to  us,  who  name  the  name  of  our  Lord  and  Savior! 
Let  us  be  up  and  doing,  while  life  lasts! 
Lordsburg,  Cal. 

"Even  if  a  preacher  be  a  classic  scholar,  he 
would  do  well  to  conceal  the  fact  from  his  hear- 
ers, because  if  he  makes  his  scholarship  too  mani- 
fest and  too  obtrusive,  he  makes  his  hearers  feel 
small  by  the  comparison,— places  them  in  the  at- 
titude of  ignoramuses— which,  if  they  do  not  open- 
ly resent,  they  quietly  ponder  in  their  hearts  as 
an  insult  to  their  general  intelligence.  A  success- 
ful preacher  always  goes  on  the  presumption  that 
the  people  are  as  wise  and  intelligent  as  himself; 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  barring  the  pretense  of 
scholarship,  an  average  audience,  as  to  practical 
knowledge  and  general  intelligence,  is  far  in  ad- 
vance of  many  college-bred  preachers." 
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Writing  from  Astoria,  III.,  Sro.  D.  L.  Miller 
says  that  he  is  preaching  in  a  tent,  with  a  capacity 
of  1,200,  and  that  the  evening  before  he  wrote,  all 
the  people  who  came  could  not  get  in  the  tent. 


Mount  Morris,  Ml.,  August  20,  1896. 


Bro.  Abraham    Molsbee  is  to  tepresent  Texas 
on  the  Standing  Committee  next  year. 

Those    having   corrections    for    I  he    ministerial 
list  in  the  Almanac,  should  send  them  in  at  one* 


Bro.  Josiah  A.  Rover's  address  is  now  Isabel, 
Lane  Co.,  Oregon,  instead  of  Damascus,  same 
State.  

linn,  J,  R  Neiiek,  whose  address  for  a  time  has 
been  Anderson,  Ind.,  may  now  be  addressed  at 
Fort  Worth,  Texas. 


This  week  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer,  who  spent  some 
weeks  in  Indiana,  tells  us  something  about  caves. 
He  promises  more  for  our  next  issue. 


Bro.  L.  T.  Holsinger  recently  closed  a  series 
of  meetings  in  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  Ind.,  with 
twenty  accessions  by  confession  and  baptism. 

Have  you  read  Bro.  Vaniman's  little  book  on 
the  "Holy  Ghost"  and  the  "  Holy  Angels  "  ?  If 
not,  send  for  it.  You  ought  to  read  it.  Price,  25 
cents. 


The  Ministerial  Meeting  for  Northern  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  will  be  held  in  the  Milledgeville 
church,  Sept.  18,  commencing  at  9  A.  M.  A  good 
attendance  is  desired. 


On  page  556  Bro.  D.  E.  Bowman  has  an  in- 
teresting table  respecting  the  number  of  deaths 
reported  in  the  Messenger,  and  the  average  age 
to  which  they  attained. 

Bro.  Solomon  Bucklew  writes  us  that  sister 
Mary  Rohrer,  wife  of  Bro.  Benjamin  Rohrer,  of 
Canton,  111.,  is  seriously  ill,  and  earnestly  craves 
the  prayers  of  the  members. 


Many  of  the  churches  are  arranging  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings  in  connection  with  their  love 
feasts.  This  is  to  be  commended.  Such  meetings 
ought  to  result  in  great  good. 


We  would  be  pleased  to  announce,  in  our  forth- 
coming Almanac,  the  place  and  time  of  the  An- 
nnal  Meeting  of  1807.  Can  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements furnish  the  desired  information? 


Hundreds  of  our  readers  doubtless  remember 
Eld.  John  Hershey,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.  He  died 
Aug.  6,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  In  his  day 
he  was  a  strong  man,  and  at  one  time  wielded  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  Brotherhood,  and  especi- 
ally in  Missouri.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
Old  Order  Brethren  many  years  ago,  and  by  most 
of  our  people  was  lost  sight  of. 


A  Mennonite  evangelist,  from  Russia,  recently 
visited  this  country,  and  preached  some  at  Elk- 
hart, Ind.  There  are  a  number  of  Russian  Men- 
nonites  in  Kansas,  and,  probably,  other  parts  of  the 
West.  

Bro,  J.  G.  Rover  returned  from  Indiana  last 
Monday.  He  reports  a  pleasant  sojourn  in  the 
State.  He  seems  in  a  good  condition  for  work,  and 
there  is  much  of  it  to  do,  as  the  school  here  opens 
next  Wednesday. 


Ouft  dear  Bro.  Fercken's  family,  at  Smyrna,  has 
been  considerably  afflicted  of  late,  but  he  now 
writes  us  that  they  are  all  considered  out  of  dan- 
ger. We  rejoice  that  they  are  again  permitted  t0 
be  about  the  Lord's  business. 


It  is  reported  that  a  number  of  land-owners  in 
the  Scioto  County  Valley,  Ohio,  have  refunded  the 
rent  money  to  their  tenants,  who  lost  their  crops 
by  the  recent  floods.  The  landlords  arc  to  be 
commended  for  their  kindness.  Such  conduct  is 
encouraging.  

Occasionally  some  one  sends  writing  in  an  un- 
sealed envelope  with  only  a  one-cent  stamp  for 
postage.  This  is  a  violation  of  the  postal  law.  All 
envelopes  whether  open  or  sealed,  containing  writ- 
ten matter,  must  have  affixed  thereto  two  cents  in 
postage. 

A  Presbyterian  minister,  in  Dallas  Center, 
Iowa,  recently  baptized  a  man  by  trine  immersion. 
This  mode  seems  to  be  satisfying  all  the  differ- 
ent denominations.  We  have  not  yet  heard  of  the 
Advents  so  baptizing.  We  presume  they  will  come 
to  it  by  and  by. 

Many  of  our  churches  are  taking  up  good  collec- 
tions at  their  harvest  meetings  for  the  missionary 
cause.  If  every  church  would  take  up  a  collection 
for  this  purpose,  every  six  months,  we  would  raise 
twice  as  much  money  for  the  spread  of  the  Gos- 
pel as  we  are  now  raising.  Let  us  have  more  col- 
lections! _ 

Some  one  wants  to  know  how  to  break  up  the 
unnecessary  practice  of  giving  big,  expensive  din- 
ners on  funeral  occasions.  We  answer,  Just  quit  it. 
That  will  put  an  end  to  it.  Let  ministers  preach 
against  it,  and  let  the  churches  decide  that  they 
will  not  encourage  it.  The  practice  is  unnecessary, 
unreasonable,  burdensome  and  very  inappropriate. 


Every  minister  should  study  pulpit  decorum 
with  the  utmost  care,  for  a  preacher  ought  to  know 
how  to  behave  himself  in  the  sacred  stand.  He 
ought  to  be  guilty  of  nothing  likely  to  prove  offen- 
sive to  the  more  devout.  He  is  expected  to  minis- 
ter unto  all  present,  and  should  therefore  cultivate 
habits  becoming  the  position  he  occupies  in  the 
church  and  before  God. 


Here  is  something  from  the  5.  5.  Times  that  not 
a  few  preachers  would  do  well  to  commit  to  mem- 
ory: "  Overdoing  is  undoing.  A  cake  burnt  to  a 
crisp  is  as  much  a  failure  as  a  cake  half  baked. 
An  audience  wearied,  confused,  and  vexed  with  too 
many  points  in  a  sermon,  or  too  many  addresses  at 
an  anniversary,  is  an  audience  hindered  instead  of 
helped.  It  is  a  great  faculty  to  '  make  things  go,' 
but  one  of  the  ways  to  do  it  is  to  stop  before  going 
too  far." 

At  a  recent  missionary  meeting  Bishop  Simpson 
stepped  to  the  edge  of  the  platform,  while  he  was 
preaching,  and  in  great  earnestness  said:  "In 
God's  great  and  holy  name,  I  lay  upon  you,  every 
one  of  you,  the  command  of  Christ  to  go.  Let  me 
lay  it  upon  you  with  the  crimson  of  your  own 
blood,  with  the  power  of  your  lives.  God  has  hon- 
ored every  mission  field  of  sacrifice  with  his  bless- 
ing. We  have  graves,  and  I  thank  God  for  them. 
Melville  Cox  said,  '  Let  thousands  fall,  but  let  Af- 
rica be  saved!  He  died,  but  he'led  a  great  host, 
and  now  we  are  getting  ready  to  send  a  force  of 
missionaries  marching  through  Africa.  Brethren, 
choose  the  best  thing!  There  will  be  money 
enough  spent  in  this  election  to  evangelize  the 
whole  world  in  five  years,  and  fit  it  for  its  King. 
God  help  you  to  choose  wiselyl " 


Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  closed  his  meetings  at  this 
place  last  Sunday  evening,  going  from  here  to 
South  English.  On  the  way  he  is  to  preach  one 
evening  at  Shannon,  and  spend  one  night  with  the 
members  at  Cedar  Rapids.  At  the  close  of  the  last 
service  one  young  man  applied  for  membership 
and  was  baptized  the  next  day. 


Bro.  Aljsert  Hollinger,  who  has  charge  of  the 
Brethren's  mission  work  in  Washington,  D.  C„  has 
removed  to  108  Seventh  St.,  N.  E.  The  public  ser- 
vices, after  Sept.  1,  will  be  held  in  the  hall,  corner  of 
Fourth  Street  and  Pennsylvania  Ave.,  S,  E.  A  cor- 
dial invitation  is  extended  to  all  to  meet  with  them 
and  help  in  the  Lord's  work  in  the  city. 


Our  correspondents  will  do  well  to  avoid  say- 
ing that  "Bro.  B  preached  for  us  on  Saturday 
evening;  then  on  Sunday  morning  at  II,  and  also 
at  night.  He  then  preached  on  Monday  evening 
?.nd  also  on  Tuesday  evening,  etc."  It  is  far  bet- 
ter to  write  that  "Bro.  B  commenced  meetings  on 
Saturday  evening  and  closed  Wednesday  evening," 
or  something  of  the  kind.  Let  us  have  news  in  as 
few  words  as  possible. 


Some  weeks  ago  we  mentioned  the  importance 
of  ministers  having  their  work  so  systematized 
that  each  one  could  know  when  he  would  be  ex- 
pected to  preach.  A  brother  now  writes  us  to 
learn  whether  we  think  it  advisable  to  announce 
each  minister's  time,  so  the  people  will  always  know 
who  is  to  address  the  meeting.  In  congregations 
where  there  are  a  number  of  ministers  of  very  differ- 
ent attainments,  we  judge  that  it  would  not  be 
for  the  best  interest  of  the  cause  to  invariably 
publish  who  is  to  preach.  And  still, 'it  will  be 
found  advantageous  to  now  and  then  announce 
the  subject  as  well  as  the  speaker.  .But  in  order 
to  give  no  occasion  for  jealousy  between  the 
preachers,  and,  also,  to  give  no  occasion  for  the 
members  showing  their  preferences  too  plainly  in 
favor  of  this,  that,  or  the  other  preacher,  it  may 
be  best  for  the  ministers,  in  most  places,  to  keep 
their  arrangements  to  themselves.  As  we  advance 
in  grace,  more  freedom  may  be  exercised  in  this 
respect,  but  in  far  too  many  churches  this  degree 
of  grace  has  not  yet  been  reached. 


DUNKARDS  NOT  DRUNKARDS. 

Under  the  above  heading  the  Chicago  Times-Her- 
ald publishes  the  following.  While  the  blunder  re- 
ferred to  may  be  a  little  amusing,  it  nevertheless 
shows  the  importance  of  adopting  a  name  that 
is  not  likely  to  be  misleading: 

The  gross  blunders  about  the  United  States  and  its  people, 
once  so  common  in  even  the  best-informed  English  newspa- 
pers, are  rarely  met  with  nowadays. 

Once  in  awhile  wc  hear  something  about  the  "  State  of  Al- 
bany "  and,  occasionally,  that  the  Indian  savages  threaten 
Chicago,  but  as  a  rule  English  editors  avoid  serious  errors, 
though  they  sometimes  make  laughable  ones. 

Of  this  latter  character  is  the  following,  which  we  clip  from 
the  last  number  of  the  Westminster  Gazette.  It  certainly 
ought  to  have  a  startling  effect  wherever  it  is  read: 


One  of  the  most  curious  colonies  that  have  ever  been  es- 
tablished on  the  American  continent  is,  we  learn  from  the 
London  American,  about  to  settle  in  North  Dakota.  It  is  a 
colony  of  drunkards.  Twenty-one  drunkards  and  their  fami- 
lies are  about  to  move  from  Indiana  to  take  up  their  abode  up- 
on the  virgin  soil  of  North  Dakota.  They  say  tbey  will  es- 
tablish a  "model  drunkard  colony."  Already  they  have  pur- 
chased 2,000  acres  of  land,  and  each  family  will  receive  an  al- 
lotment of  about  fifty  acres.  The  colony  will  be  watched  witn 
much  interest.  It  begins  operations  this  month.  Very  likely 
all  the  colonists  will  want  to  start  saloons,  and  then  the  ques- 
tion arises,  Who  will  be  ready  to  till  the  soil? 


We  fancy  v 


:  John  Bull  elevating  his  eyebrows  at 


ng:   "What  a  very  rcmar. 


kable 


this  paragraph  and 

The  joke,  if  there  is  one  in  this  amusing  mistake,  is  on  our 
esteemed  fellow-citizens,  the  Dunkards,  who  are  neither  tip- 
plers nor  drinkers,  and  look  not  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red. 
A  colony  of  Dunkards  from  Indiana  have  recently  established 
themselves  in  North  Dakota,  a  fact  that  was  stated  in  The 
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th  or  two  ago.    It  was  the  misreading  of 
,y  our  Englis 
be  a  "  colony  of  tippli 


this  piece 

tbem  out 
Tbcy  are,  in  fact,  a  religious  sect  of  German  origin  and  „„ 
icknamed  Dunkers    or    Tunkers— "dippers  "—because    o: 

"hcirmodcof  baptism.    They  call  themselves  "The  Brcth 


HOW  TO  TELL  IT  UNTO  THE  CHURCH. 

In  Matthew  18:  17  we  find  this  language,  "Tell  it  unto  the 
hurch."  Is  there  any  preferable  way  in  which  this  should 
oc  done?  Is  there  more  than  one  way  sanctioned  by  the 
Brethren?  B-  F'  Goshorn. 

The  Scriptures  do  not  state  the  manner  in  which 
a  matter  of  this  kind  may  be  brought  to  the  notice 
o(  the  church.  The  wisdom  of  the  church  must  de- 
termine that  part.  When  an  offended  member  has 
taken  the  second  step  without  effecting  a  reconcili- 
ation with  the  one  who  has  trespassed  against  him, 
he  should  state  to  the  elders,  or  some  of  the  dea- 
cons, that  at  the  next  council-meeting  he  will  tell 
the  church  of  the  trouble  between  himself  and  Bro. 
B.  Bro.  B.  should  then  be  notified  to  appear  at 
the  council  to  defend  himself.  This  may  be  done 
by  the  offended  member,  in  the  presence  of  the 
witness  present  in  the  second  step,  and  it  should  be 
done  in  a  way  that  will  leave  no  ground  for  a  mis- 
understanding. Or,  the  elder  may  send  a  visit  to 
notify  the  party  to  be  present  at  the  council,  to  an- 
swer to  the  complaint  that  Bro.  A.  will  prefer 
against  him.  We  prefer  the  former  method,  for  a 
matter  of  this  kind  should  be  kept  as  quiet  as  pos- 
sible until  it  is  told  to  the  church. 

At  the  proper  time,  during  the  council-meeting, 
the  elder  will  state  to  the  church  that  Bro.  A.  has 
a  case  to  present  according  to  Matt.  18.  He 
should  then  call  on  Bro.  A.  to  tell  to  the  church 
what  he  has  to  say  respecting  the  trouble  between 
himself  and  Bro.  B.  Bro.  A.  should  then  state  his 
case  clearly.  When  he  is  through,  the  two  mem- 
5,  with  him  in  the  second  step,  may  be  called 
upon  for  testimony,  or  to  make  a  statement  of 
what  they  did  ahcTheard  in   their   attempt  to  bring 

'about  a  reconciliation.  Then  the  defendant  should 
be  asked  for  his  statement.  Now  the  case  is  fully 
before  the  church.  This  is  the  method  to  which  we 
have  been  accustomed;  one  that  fits  the  Scriptures, 

nd  seems  fair  to  both  parties. 
While  on  this  subject,  we  add,  that  it  is  consid- 

red  very  much  out  of  place  for  either  party  to 
talk  to  others  of  their  trouble  until  the  case  comes 
before  the  church.  We  also  think  it  unnecessary 
for  the  offended  member  to  relate  to  the  elder,  or 
any  of  the  officials,  the  trouble  he  has  to  present  to 
the  church.  All  the  elder  needs  to  know  is  wheth- 
er the  first  and  second  steps  have  been  properly 
taken,  and  whether  the  case  is  in  a  proper  shape  to 
come  before  the  church.  J.  H.  M. 


EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 


Number  Thirty-four. 


"What  though  the  spicy  breezes 
Blow  soft  o'er  Ceylon's  isle, 
Though  every  prospect  pleases, 
And  only  man  is  vile," 

Sung  good  Bishop  Heber  more  than  seventy 
years  ago,  when,  as  a  missionary,  he  first  visited 
the  beautiful  Island  of  Ceylon,  which  has  been 
called,  not  inappropriately,  "  The  Pearl  of  India." 
In  prospect  the  island  pleases  every  beholder,  but 

the  spicy  breezes  "  are  to  be  set  down  to  poet- 
ical fancy  or  license.  The  cinnamon  shrub,  the 
nutmeg  and  clove  trees,  the  pepper  vine  and  other 
spices  give  out  no  fragrance  until  they  are  gath- 
ered, or  the  trees  and  shrubs  are  crushed. 

The  journey  from  Madras  to  Colombo,  by  large 
ocean  steamer,  takes  two  days.  There  is  a  nar- 
row passage  crossed  in  a  single  night  by  the  small 
raai1   steamers  which   ply  between    the    coast    of 


India  and  Ceylon,  but  the  depth  of  water  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  Chusan,  and  we  take  the  longer 
route,  coasting  around  the  island,  from  north  to 
uth,  until  we  are  but  five  degrees  from  the 
equator.  The  first  evening  out  we  encountered 
a  genuine  tropical  rainstorm.  The  expression, 
"the  rain  came  down  in  torrents,"  so  commonly 
used  at  home,  but  feebly  describes  a  heavy  rain- 
fall in  this  latitude.  The  air  was  literally  a  sheet 
of  descending  water.  The  officers  of  the  ship, 
unable  to  see  the  prow  of  the  boat  trom  the 
bridge,  stopped  the  engines  and  we  lay  to,  until 
the  storm  was  over.  The  ram  was  unaccompanied 
by  wind,  and,  after  witnessing  the  downpour  of 
water,  we  could  well  believe  the  statement  that  it 
is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  to  have  from  ten  to 
twelve  inches  of  rainfall  in  a  few  hours  in  the 
tropics. 

Ceylon  is  about  one-half  as  large  as  the  State 
of  Illinois,  having  an  area  of  twenty-five  thousand 
square  miles.  The  population  is  a  little  over  three 
million,  of  whom  less  than  six  thousand  are  pure- 
bred Europeans.  The  island  is  rich  in  all  kinds 
of  tropical  vegetation,  and  is  of  unsurpassed  nat- 
ural beauty. 

It  was  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the 
Chusan  steamed  into  the  harbor  of  Colombo,  which 
was  crowded  with  ships  from  all  parts  of  the 
world,  but  the  craft  that  occupied  the  most  at 
tention  were  the  native  boats.  The  canoe  itself 
is  but  a  foot  and  a  half  wide  with  only  room 
enough  inside  for  the  feet  and  the  legs  of  the 
occupants.  To  this  is  fastened,  by  two  bent  spars, 
about  six  feet  long,  a  log  which  balances  the  boat 
and  keeps  it  from  upsetting.  These  odd-looking 
boats,  driven  before  the  wind  by  a  single  sail,  cut 
through  the  water  with  wonderful  speed.  In 
stormy  weather  a  man  squats  on  the  log  to  give 
the  craft  greater  steadiness. 

Colombo,  the  capital,  principal  city  and  port 
of  the  island,  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  sea- 
shore, amidst  groves  of  palms,  bamboos  and  other 
fine  shade-trees.  The  population  numbers  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand,  and  the  city 
enjoys  a  large  trade  in  tea,  coffee,  spices,  cocoanuts 
and  other  articles  of  export.  On  the  street  one 
sees  a  mixed  crowd  of  busy  people.  Here  arc  the 
native  Cingalese  with  Moors,  Malays,  Tamils, 
Brahmins,  Burmese  and  a  slight  admixture  of 
Europeans.  The  natives  of  the  island  have  a  dress 
peculiar  to  themselves.  The  men  wear  a  dark- 
colored  coat  or  jacket  over  a  kind  of  white  frock 
or  skirt.  Their  long,  black  hair  is  combed  back 
from  the  temples  and  is  kept  in  place  by  a  circu- 
lar comb  of  tortoise  shell.  The  women  wear  plaid 
skirts  of  various  colors,  a  loose,  white  jacket  and  se- 
cure their  hair  in  a  roll  or  knot. 

Upon  landing  we  found  that  the  hotels  were 
crowded,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Governor 
General  had  just  arrived  from  England.  We 
thought  for  a  time  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
find  a  lodging  place,  but,  after  going  a  mile  from 
the  principal  part  of  the  city,  we  found  a  very 
pleasant  home  at  the  Galle  Face  hotel,  where  we 
spent  several  weeks.  Our  home  was  on  the  sea- 
shore in  a  large  grove  of  cocoanut  palms,  and 
although  we  were  very  close  to  the  equator,  the 
sea  breeze  made  the  place  delightfully  pleasant. 
The  thermometer  never  rose  above  86  by  day  or 
went  below  76  at  night.  In  a  temperature  like  this, 
with  plenty  of  rain  to  keep  the  earth  noist,  the 
growth  of  vegetation  is  something  -narvelous.  We 
are  tempted  to  quote,  in  part,  Arnold's  descrip- 
tion of  the  place. 

It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  natural  beauty 
of  Ceylon!  Belted  with  a  double  girdle  of  golden 
sands  and  waving  palm-groves,  the  interior  is  one 

(vast   garden   of   nature,   deliciously   disposed   into 
plain  and  highland,  valley  and  peak,  where  almost 


everything  grows  known  to  the  tropical  world, 
under  a  sky  glowing  with  an  equatorial  sun,  yet 
tempered  by  the  cool  sea  winds.  Colombo,  itself, 
outside  the  actual  town,  is  a  perfect  labyrinth  of 
hady  bowers  and  flowery  lakes  and  streams, 
'"or  miles  and  miles  you  drive  about  under  arbors 
of  feathery  bamboos,  broad-leaved  bread-fruit  trees, 
talipot  and  areca  palms,  cocoanut  groves,  and 
stretches  of  rice  fields,  cinnamon,  and  sugar-cane, 
amid  which  at  night  the  fire -flies  dart  about  in 
glittering  clusters.  The  lowliest  hut  is  embosomed 
in  palm  fronds  and  the  bright,  crimson  blossoms 
of  the  hibiscus;  while,  wherever  intelligent  cultiva- 
tion aids  the  prolific  forces  of  nature,  there  is 
enough  in  the  profusion  of  nutmegs  and  allspice, 
of  the  India  rubber  and  cinchonas,  of  cannas, 
dracoenas,  crotons,  and  other  wonders  of  1  he  Cin- 
galese flora  to  give  an  endless  and  delighted  study 
to  the  lover  of  nature. 

The  lanes  and  carriage-drives  about  Colombo 
arc  continuous  studies  of  tropical  nature  at  her 
brightest.  Delightful  it  is  to  ride  or  drive  under 
league-long  avenues  of  giant  bamboos  and  palms, 
loaded  with  green  and  yellow  cocoanuts;  to  see 
the  most  splendid  exotic  sprays  of  bloom,  of  all 
conceivable  hues  and  perfumes,  running  riot  every- 
where. It  gives,  in  truth,  a  new  conception  of  the 
bounty  of  creation,  to  explore  those  dark-green 
alleys  of  Colombo,  to  cut  a  branch  from  the  glossy 
cinnamon  and  taste  its  fragrant  bark;  to  break  out 
the  new-veined  nutmeg  from  its  shell  of  scarlet 
mace;  to  send  your  willing  Cingalese  boy  into  the 
crown  of  the  cocoanut  tree,  and  to  receive  nut 
after  nut  full  of  sweet,  fresh  milk;  to  buy  pine- 
apples a  foot  long  for  a  few  pennies  and  get  veg- 
etable breakfast-rolls  from  the  bread-fruit  tree;  to 
watch  ripe  bananas  sold  by  the  cartload,  and  see 
flowers  everywhere  of  the  loveliest  hues  and  forms 
which  would  be  costly  exotics  at  home,  draping 
every  cottage  door,  and  running  wild  over  every 
hedge;  to  find  the  grass  beneath  your  feet  carpet- 
ed by  the  sensitive  plant,  which  shrinks  like  a 
live  thing  if  you  touch  it  with  your  foot  or  stick 
in  passing;  to  rest  beneath  a  jack-fruit  tree,  laden 
with  vast,  scaly  fruit,  growing  monstrously  out  of 
the  trunk;  to  sit  on  a  bench  with  the  cinchona 
boughs  on  one  hand  and  the  graceful  tulip  branch- 
es on  the  other,  and  an  avenue  of  mahogany  trees 


behind,  having  twenty  different 
within  view;  yet  all  this  and  rr 
almost  anywhere  within  the  envir 

At  Colombo  wc  enjoyed,  or 
pelled  to  submit  to,  a  ride  ir 
Ricksha  as  the  vehicle  is  called 
The  word  means  literally  "  man  po 
It  is  a  small,  two-wheeled  vehicl 
actly  like  those  on  our  buggies  at 
springs  and  a  comfortable  seat  for 
and  is  drawn  by  a  man  who  holds 
his  hands  and  pulls  you  along  at  th 
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out  of  place  to  be  hauled  around  by  n 
of  horses  that  it  was  some  time  before  we  could 
feel  at  all  comfortable  in  the  Jinrikisha.  But  it  is 
the  only  mode  of  conveyance  for  short  distances, 
and  as  the  men  were  so  glad  to  pull  us,  in  order 
to  earn  a  little  money,  we  soon  fell  in  with  this 
custom  of  the  country.  The  expense  of  riding  is 
about  the  same  as  one  pays  on  streetcars  at 
home.  For  long  distances  the  charge  is  fifteen 
cents  per  hour. 

Our  first  ride  was  through  the  cinnamon  gardens, 
and  along  the  beautiful  palm  avenues.  Perhaps 
in  no  other  place  in  the  world  could  such  a  de- 
lightful ride  or  drive  be  enjoyed.  The  avenues  are 
.delightfully  shaded  and  the  roads  are  as  smooth 
as  a  floor.  But  a  further  description  of  Ceylon  and 
its  products  must  be  left  for  another  letter. 
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A  OREAT  DANOER,  AND  HOW  IT  MAY  BE 
AVOIDED. 

One  of  our  earnest  readers  was  moved  to  write 
an  editorial  for  us.  It  is  something  that  is  not 
often  done,  but  here  it  is,  and  no  one  should  lay 
the  paper  aside  until  he  has  read  it.— Ed. 

While  all  eyes  in  the  Sunday  schools  are  now 
turned  on  the  noble  life  of  David,  it  is  well  to 
call  attention  to  a  very  important  lesson,  too  much 
overlooked  by  the  Brotherhood.  The  following  is 
the  part  of  David's  life  to  which  attention  is  called. 
King  Saul  is  rejected  for  disobedience.  God  wants 
a  successor  and  sends  the  prophet  Samuel  to 
Jesse's  house  to  anoint  one.  The  prophet  goes, 
makes  a  feast,  and  has  Jesse's  sons  brought  be- 
fore him.  The  first  son  pleased  Samuel  because  of 
"  his  countenance  "  and  "  height  of  stature,"  but  the 
Lord  had  rejected  him,  because,— not  like  man  who 
looks  on  the  outward,— he  had  looked  "on  the 
heart."  Another  and  another  passed.  Finally 
David  was  called  from  tending  the  sheep,  and 
Samuel  "anointed  him  in  the  midst  of  his  breth- 
ren." In  the  course  of  time  David  was  called  to 
make  music  in  the  house  of  King  Saul.  Then  he 
was  driven  to  the  wilderness  and  "hunted  like  a 
partridge;  "  and  finally  became  king  over  all  Israel. 
When  God  saw  that  he  would  in  tinic 

NEED  A  KING, 

he  began  many  years  beforehand  to  prepare  his 
chosen  for  the  office.  Here  is  an  important  lesson 
for  to-day.  Many  congregations  in  the  Brother- 
hood seem  not  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
church  in  the  next  generation  will  need  stalwart 
men, — God-fearing,  well  rooted  and  grounded  in 
the  faith,  and  yet  they  are  not  preparing  such  men 
as  they  ought.  Any  one,  who  is  familiar  with  the 
general  condition  of  the  Brotherhood,  knows  that 
there  are  many  congregations  having  a  good,  well- 
equipped  supply  of  ministers  and  elders,  but  all 
well  on  in  years,  and  no  steps  are  being  taken  to 
supply  their  places  when  these  faithful  ones  are 
gone.  But  some  one  objects  to  having  others 
called  to  the  ministry  on  the  grounds  that  it  would 


A  GREAT  DANGER 

presents  itself  before  us,— a  condition  the  Broth- 
erhood does  not  want— a  presiding  elder  and  a 
regularly  hired  ministry.  To  satisfy  any  one 
doubting  this,  let  him  go  to  a  congregation  well 
supplied  with  able  but  aged  ministers,  and  sug- 
gest that  they  should  hold  an  election  for  a  min- 
ister, and  the  answer  will  come,  "Our  elder  and 
his  helpers  are  able,  faithful,  safe  and  tried;  we 
have  no  need  of  others  now.  Wait  until  we  need 
them.  Then,  too,  we  have  little  confidence  in  oth- 
ers." Let  that  congregation  pursue  that  course, 
follow  it,  and  then  notice  the  result.  Some  of  the 
ministers  go  to  their  reward;  others  become  prac- 
tically disabled  because  of  old  age.  Finally  the 
faithful  old  bishop  goes  to  his  rest,  and  in  great 
grief  the  flock  stands  around  the  open  grave,  won- 
dering from  whence  their  care  and  spiritual  food 
11  come.  There  is  no  one  in  the  ministry  to 
take  his  responsibility.    This  is 

EVIDENT  TO  EVERY  ONE. 

Adjoining  ministers  call  occasionally,  but  that 
does  not  satisfy;  and  finally,  after  fruitless  efforts 
to  have  some  one  move  into  their  midst,  if  they 
are  at  all  able,  they  send  off  and  contract  with 
some  one  to  come  and  preach  for  them  by  the 
year.  But  they  cannot  repose  confidence  enough 
in  him  to  give  him  the  eldership,  for  he  is  young 
in  years,  and  so  an  adjoining  elder  is  placed  in 
charge.  Here  now,  is,  in  embryotic  state,  a  hired 
ministry  and  a  presiding  eldership,  and  in  some 
places  to-day  where  one  elder  has  "charge"  over 
five  or  seven  congregations,  each  of  which  h; 
minister  or  two,  it  looks  as  though  the  system  had 
fully  developed.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the 
most  conservative  congregations  are  doing  more 
than  any  others  to  precipitate  this  condition  upon 
the  church,  because  they  are  the  slowest  to  call 
younger  workers  to  the  ministry.  Not  so  in  God 
economy,  as  we  learn  from  David's  life.  Saul  re- 
mained king  many  years  after  David  was  anointed, 
but  David  was  in  his  course  of  preparation  for  the 
kingship. 

THIS  EARLY  CALLING 


thankful  for  the  fatherly  help  of  a  successful  eu 
This  can  only  be  rendered  while  such  eld 
living.     But,  some  one  says,  We  would  call  h" 
we  have 

NO  MATERIAL 

n  our  congregation.  Learn  the  lesson  Samuel 
learned  of  God  when  he  looked  on  the  goodly  a 
pearance  of  Jesse's  first  son.  God  looketh  not  0» 
the  outward  part.  In  some  unnoticed  nook  of  th 
congregation,  attending  faithfully  to  his  own  busi- 
ness, not  making  himself  conspicuous  either  in 
word  or  deed,  is  a  David,  that,  if  the  Spirit  0f  the 
Lord  will  direct  the  election,  and  not  our  own  per. 
sonal  preferences  and  prejudices,  will  be  called  to 
do  service  in  the  power  of  his  might.  He  who 
presses  such  an  objection  may  be  as  sincere  as 
Samuel  and  Jesse  were;  they  also  lack  spiritual 
discernment  as  much,  if  not  more.  Brethren,  nev- 
er say,  "  If  we  only  had  the  timber  to  select  from!" 
God  did  not  say  so  when  David  was  chosen;  but 
afterwards  put  his  seal  doubly  on  the  man's  life 
and  works  by  saying  of  him,  when  dead  and  gone 
from  earth,  "  He  was  a  man  after  my  own  heart." 
Jesus  did  not  complain  of  a  lack  of  material  when 
he  chose  his  twelve  disciples.  True,  from  a  world- 
ly view  they  were  no  "material,"  just  "ignorant 
fishermen,"  but  they  stirred  up  all  Jerusalem,  Ju- 
dea  and  Samaria,  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
world  before  they  closed  their  labors. 

Untold  blessings  would  come  to  the  church  if 
she  would  learn  these  lessons  from  the  life  of  Da- 
vid, and  put  them  into  practice.  If  she  does  not, 
she  falls  short  of  her  opportunity  and  will  be  ac- 
counted blameworthy  in  the  sight  of  him  whe 
dealt  so  wisely  in  David's  life,  and  then  had  thi 
same  recorded  for  our  profit. 


~~ <*  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY**— 


has  another  Important  feature  in  it.  It  means 
greater  success  for  the  Lord.  What  folly  to  think 
of  waiting  till  one  is  thirty  or  forty  years  old  be- 
fore choosing  a  life  profession  in  worldly  pursuits! 
Our  young  men  endeavor  to  determine  early  in 
life  what  they  will  pursue.  So  in  the  kingdom  of 
grace.  How  much  talent  in  the  church  lies  bu- 
ried because  not  called  early  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry!  How  many  ministers  are  heard  to  say, 
"  If  only  I  could  have  had  my  mind  directed  to 
to-day,  he  can  meet  its  issues  I  the  ministry  when  I  was  young  and  my  intellect 
The  congregation  |  active  and  pliable,  how  much  better  it  would  have 


SHOW  DISRESPECT 

to  these  aged,  tried  and  faithful  workers.  It 
would  look  as  though  we  were  getting  itching  ears 
for  sermons  polished  with  rhetoric  and  oratory 
and  thoughts  to  suit  our  carnal  natures.  However, 
this  is  surely  not  true  in  most  instances.  The  suc- 
cessful business  man  not  only  succeeds  in  the  af- 
fairs of  to-day,  but  plans  for  the  morrow  so  that, 
when  it  becom 
properly,  too.     ! 

that  uses  present  opportunities  and  provides  for  the  I  been  for  me!"    This  all  helps   to   prove   the    im 
future,   is  the    only   true   and   successful   body    of    portance   of  calling  one   to  the    ministry   early    in 


workers.  Instead  of  any  official  being  offended 
he  will,  if  he  has  any  measure  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  rejoice  that  his  place  is  being  provided 
for  and  that  he  may  assist  in  moulding  his  suc- 
cessor and  thus  place  the  impress  of  his  influence 
on  the  church  of  to-morrow. 


A  CE 


IN  ELDER 


once  said  publicly,  "  I  want  to  leave  the  church  as 
good  as  I  found  it."  This  elder  was  called  to  the 
ministry  comparatively  young  in  years,  and  when 
he  was  called,  the  church  then  was  providing  for 
the  church  of  to-day,  for  this  same  elder  has  not 
only  grown  in  influence  in  his  own  State  District, 
but  is  frequently  called  on  important  work  in  oth- 
er parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  has  served  well 
as  an  officer  of  our  General  Conference.  Now 
while  the  remark,  when  made,  had  special  refer- 
ence to  dress  and  kindred  conditions,  it  is  evident 
that  if  he  wishes  to  leave  the  congregation  over 
which  the  "  Holy  Ghost  has  appointed  him  over 
seer,"  as  good  as  he  found  it,  he  must  provide  for 
the  future  now.  And  what  is  true  of  this  elder'; 
work  is  true  •(  every  elder  and  congregation  in  thi 
Brotherhood.  But,  oh,  how  few  see  the  importance 
of  this  and  are  moving  in  that  direction!  As  a 
suit 


how  many  are  called  after  having 
been  engrossed  in  the  affairs  of  this  life  and  re- 
main so  encumbered  that  they  cannot  do  efficient 
work  in  the  ministry!  Had  these  been  called 
:arly,  their  life-plans  would  have  been  fitted  to 
the  ministry  and  their  usefulness  increased  mani- 
fold. This  early  calling  is  also  important  because 
the  young  minister  needs  all  the  assistance 


AGE  i 


SOME  DAY. 


Where  the  shadows  come  and  go, 
Listening  to  the  quiet  murmur 

Qf  the  water's  even  flow. 
Waiting  there  amid  the  shadows, 

We  will  watch  the  ebbing  tide, 
Knowing  soon  it  will  bear  us  outward 

To  the  far-off  "  other  side." 


I 


iuf  S 


,i;ul  ^ 


Where  the  \ 

Never  touch  that  shining  strand, 
And  the  bow  of  peace  its  brightness 

Softly  sheds  o'er  all  the  land. 
There,  some  day,  we'll  find  our  loved  c 

They  have  only  gone  before, 
And  with  spirit  hands  they  beckon 

To  us  from  the  other  shore. 


ilny. 


And  the  ones  who  now 

enfold  u 

With  the  tender,  hu 

nan  love, 

Soon,  oh  soon,  they'll  c 

ome  to  jo 

In  our  Father's  hom 

2  above. 

And,  tho'  storms  may  beat  upon  i 
Let  our  souls  be  still  and  pray, 

For  beyond  the  clouds  of  darkness 
We  shall  see  the  ligbt- 


Clniuidii  Sliadari 


•JD  EXPERIENCE 


can  give  him.  The  elders  can  train  and  help  him 
to  become  an  approved  and  able  worker  for  the 
the  Lord.  David  was  anointed  and  called  to  serve 
King  Saul  in  the  palace  where  he  learned  kingly 
ways,  but  when  driven  to  the  wilderness  he  was 
taught  something  about  the  life  of  the  beggar, 
the  poor  man,  the  stranger  and  the  soldier.  When 
he  entered  upon  his  kingship  he  was  prepared  to 
deal  righteously  with  every  condition  of  life.  He 
benefited  by  the  experience  of  others.  The  writ- 
er was  called  to  the  ministry  in  a  congregation 
where  there  were  two  or  more  of  the  ablest  elders 
of  the  Brotherhood  residing,  besides  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  able  ministers  in  the  first  and  second  de- 
grees. The  counsel,  encouragement,  criticism,  and 
advice  of  those  elders  have  been  of  untold  value 
to  him.     How   many  a  young  minister  would  be 


SCATTER  THE  KIND  WORDS  NOW. 

There  is  a  great  host  of  weary  men  and  worn 
always  toiling  on  through  life  towards  the  g'a 
who  most  sorely  need  just  now  the  cheering  wor 
and  helpful  ministries  which  we  can  give. 

Did  you  not  wonder  at  the  inscrutable  mystery 
which  ended  the  earthly  life  of  some  precious  o 
—a  brilliantly-gifted  life,  a  sunny,  patient,  bra  . 
useful  life;  a  life  full  of  self-denials?  That  life  ^ 
always  watchful  to  make  others  happy.  "  w  j 
life  of  devoted  love  to  parents  and  brothers  ^  ^ 
sisters.  It  illustrated  a  capacity  for  usefulness  o 
life  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  tll£ 

The  kind  words  which  you  mean  to  say  °ve      , 
coffins   of  your  friends,   why   not  say  them 
Why  should  not  the  flowers  of  appreciation  be  ^ 
tered  in  the  hard  paths  on  which  their  feet     -^ 
are  treading?    The  kind  words  are  lying  in 
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hearts  unexpressed,  trembling  on  their  tongues  un- 
voiced, which  will  be  spoken  bye-and-bye  when 
these  weary  ones  are  sleeping;  but  why  should  they 
not  be  spoken  now  when  they  are  needed  so  much, 
and  when  their  accents  would  give  such  cheer 
and  hope? 

The  flowers  are  growing  to  strew  on  their  graves; 
but  why  not  cut  them  now  to  brighten  dreary  lives 
and  dark  paths?  The  messages  you  mean  to  send 
to  the  stricken  household—messages  about  the  lov- 
ing Father  and  his  tender  heart,  about  the  careful 
Shepherd  of  the  Psalmist,  about  the  blessed  Elder 
Brother  and  his  cross,  and  about  the  heavenly  land 
where  the  departed  walk  in  eternal  joy — why  not 
say  them  to  the  living? 

A  prominent  church  official  recently  said,  "  We 
don't  believe  in  gush  down  here.  If  a  preacher 
does  his  best,  it  is  no  more  than  his  duty,  and  we 
let  him  come  and  go  without  saying  anything  about 
it." 

The  pastor  of  that  church  says,  "  There  are  no 
better  people  in  the  world  than  my  people."  He 
said:  "They  are  just  as  kind  and  hospitable  as  they 
can  be,  and  take  the  deepest  interest  in  my  welfare, 
but  they  seem  to  think  it  a  sin  to  say  an  encourag- 
ing word  to  any  one  who  is  working  for  the  Lord." 
And  he  confessed  that  there  was  nothing  he  was  so 
hungry  tor  as  a  warm  hand-shake  after  a  sermon, 
and  a  whispered  assurance  from  somebody  that  he 
was  doing  good.  If  we  would  only  use  our  spare 
eye  to  look  at  things  from  another  standpoint  than 
our  own! 

Many  a  good  man  goes  through  life,  plain,  plod- 
ding, living  obscurely,  yet  living  a  true  Christian 
life,  doing  many  a  quiet  kindness  to  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  seldom  hearing  a  word  of  commend- 
ation or  praise.  The  vases  filled  with  the  incense 
of  affection  are  kept  sealed.  The  flowers  are  not 
cut  from  the  stems. 

One  day  you  stand  by  his  coffin,  and  there  are 
enough  kind  things  said  to  have  brightened  every 
hour  of  his  life,  if  only  they  had  been  said  at  the 
right  time.  There  are  enough  flowers  piled  .upon 
his  casket  to  have  kept  his  chamber  filled  with  fra- 
grance all  through  his  years,  if  only  they  had  been 
sent  day  by  day. 

How  his  very  heart  would  have  thanked  God,  if, 
in  the  midst  of  his  toils,  burdens  and  struggles,  he 
could  have  heard  a  few  of  the  words  of  affection 
and  approval  that  are  now  wasted  on  ears  that  hear 
them  not!  How  much  happier  he  would  have  been 
in  his  weary  days  if  he  had  known  how  many  gener- 
ous friends  he  had!  But,  poor  man!  he  had  to  die 
before  the  appreciation  could  express  itself.  Then 
the  gentle  words  spoken  over  his  cold  form  he 
could  not  hear.    The  love  blossomed  out  too  late. 

O  beloved,  do  not  keep  the  alabaster  boxes  of 
your  love  and  tenderness  sealed  up  until  your 
friends  are  dead.  Fill  their  lives  with  sweetness. 
Speak  approving,  cheering  words  while  their  ears 
can  hear  them,  and  while  their  hearts  can  be 
thrilled  and  made  happier  by  them.  The  kind 
things  you  meant  to  say  when  they  are  gone,  say 
before  they  go.  The  flowers  you  meant  to  send  for 
their  coffins,  send  to  brighten  and  sweeten  their 
homes  before  they  leave  them. 

We  were  greatly  touched  in  reading  of  a  dear  one 
whose  life  had  gone  out  in  self-denials  for  others, 
when  the  following  extract  was  read  where  the  cas- 
ket with  all  that  it  stood  upon  was  utterly  hidden 
by  the  masses  of  rare  and  beautiful  flowers  which 
lavish  friends  had  bestowed:  "If  my  friends  have 
alabaster  boxes  laid  away,  full  of  fragrant  perfumes 
of  sympathy  and  affection  which  they  intend  to 
break  over  my  dead  body,  I  would  rather  they 
would  bring  them  out  in  my  weary  and  troubled 
hours  and  open  them,  that  I  may  be  refreshed  and 
cheered  by  them  while  I  need  them." 

If  any  little  word  of  yours  can  comfort  a  fellow- 
mortal,  why  withhold  it? 

If  you  have  a  kind  word,  say  it; 

Throbbing  hearts  soon  sink  to  rest. 
If  you  owe  a  kindness,  pay  it; 

Life's  sun  hurries  to  the  west. 

Can  you  do  a  kind  deed?     Doit, 

From  despair  a  soul  to  save; 


Bless  each  day  as  you  pass  through  it, 

Marching  onward  to  the  grave. 
If  some  grand  thing  for  to-morrow 

You  are  dreaming,  do  it  now; 
From  the  future  do  not  borrow; 

Frost  soon  gathers  on  the  brow. 
Speak  thy  word,  perform  thy  duty; 

Night  is  coming  deep  with  rest; 
Stars  will  gleam  in  fadeless  beauty. 

Grasses  whisper  o'er  thy  breast. 
Days  for  deeds  are  few,  my  brother; 

Then  to-day  fulfill  thy  vow. 
If  you  mean  to  help  another, 

Do  not  dream  it— do  it  now. 

— Zioris  I  i  alchman. 
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From  Cloud  Chief,  Okla.  T. 

This  morning  four  weeks  ago  I  left  home  with 
the  intention  of  meeting,  at  Peabody,  Kans., 
my  brother,  Levi  Trostle,  from  Franklin  Grove, 
111,,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  his  children  in  Reno 
County.  According  to  arrangement,  we  met  July 
8,  and  started  on  a  mission  of  love  to  the  scattered 
members  of  new  and  old  Oklahoma  Territory. 
Traveling  in  private  conveyances,  we  aimed  to 
look  up  those  members  wherever  we  could  learn 
of  their  whereabouts, 

Our  first  place  of  meeting  was  near  Arkansas 
City,  in  the  Silver  Creek  church,  where  Bro.  W.  B. 
Sell  has  the  charge  of  the  church.  Here  we  met 
with  the  few  members  in  council  on  Saturday. 
At  night  and  on  Sunday  morning  we  had  meet- 
ing, and  on  Sunday  night  we  preached  in  the  city 
to  a  large  and  attentive  congregation  in  the  Chris- 
tian church.  Here  we  met  with  the  hospitable 
family  of  B*o.  John  Masterson,  who  arc  very  de- 
sirous to  have  more  meetings, 

From  thence  we  went  into  what  was  called  the 
Strip,  and  found  other  members.  Our  next  ap- 
pointment was  at  Tonkawa,  where  we  found  Bro. 
Joseph  Masterson's  family,  We  held  a  meeting 
in  their  large  town  schoolhouse.  Next  day  we 
went  to  Compton,  Garfield  County,  where  we  found 
Bro.  J.  D.  Fisher's  family,  whose  "cup  of  joy  ran 
over."  Here  we  remained  some  days,  holding  the 
first  meetings  ever  held  by  the  Brethren  (as  we 
were  told),  in  that  vicinity.  They  were  held  in  a 
private  house.  The  attention  and  attendance  were 
all  that  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 
There  was  considerable  rain.  While  there  we 
learned  of  a  widowed  sister,  whose  name  is  S.  E. 
Seely,  whom  we  went  to  see  and  found  in  very 
humble  circumstances,  to  say  the  best  of  it  She 
had  not  lost  her  love  for  the  church,  although  she 
had  been  deprived  from  church  privileges  for  sev- 
en years.  She  had  a  son  and  daughter  with  her. 
They  seemed  to  drink  in  the  Water  of  Life  with 
a  relish.  We  made  arrangements  for  a  meeting 
within  a  few  miles  on  Sunday  night,  at  our  friend, 
Jacob  Derr's, — a  former  neighbor  of  ours, — to  which 
they  intended  to  come.  Having  no  team  they  in- 
tended to  walk,  but  before  the  time  came  to  go, 
a  heavy  rain  came  up,  which  prevented  people 
from  coming,  excepting  those  that  had  come  in 
the  afternoon. 

On  Monday  we  again  called  upon  them  and  had 
another  season  of  worship  with  them.  We  were 
forcibly  impressed  with  the  thought,  how  little 
the  privileges  of  church  fellowship  are  appreciated 
by  us  who  have  them  abundantly.  From  thence 
we  sought  and  found  a  daughter  of  Eld.  Jacob 
Berkey,  by  the  name  of  Gang,  the  wife  of  Fred- 
erick Gang,  on  the  banks  of  a  stream  called  "  Black 
Bear,"  at  Gang's  Fording,  whom  we  found  sick. 
She  lamented  the  want  of  church  privileges,  and 
we  would  recommend  that  ministers  traveling  that 
way  should  make  it  a  point  to  give  them  meetings. 

The  next  point  was  Clarkson  P.  O.,  the  home  of 
Eld.  Jacob  Appleman.  We  traveled  through  some 
very   rough    country   before    passing    out    of    the 


Strip.  Toward  night  we  called  at  a  place  to  in- 
quire the  way,  when,  to  our  surprise,  we  came  to 
the  house  of  our  beloved  brother,  Isaac  Metzler, 
who  received  us  joyfully.  This  is  the  church 
called  "  Paradise  Prairie,"  where  they  have  a  good 
meetinghouse;  the  members  seimed  to  be  active. 
We  met  with  the  Brethren  here  three  times  in 
public  worship,  after  which  we  left  for  the  Mount 
Hope  church.  Bro.  Jacob  O.  Brubakcr  is  the 
elder  here.  We  stopped  with  Bro.  George  Landis, 
who  is  also  one  of  the  ministers.  Here  wc  wor- 
shiped with  a  number  of  brethren  and  sisters  with 
whom  we  often  met  in  McPherson  County,  Kans., 
and  elsewhere.  We  remained  with  them  from  July 
25  to  28,  holding  meetings  and  visiting  members. 
They  have  a  very  humble  house  of  worship  and 
will  soon  need  another,  as  this  one  was  put  up 
very  temporarily.  The  church  here  is  laboring 
for  a  higher  degree  of  holiness,  and  are  anxious 
that  the  Brethren  should  come  to  their  assistance. 

From  there  wc  went  to  Guthrie,  twelve  miles 
distant,  and  thence  to  Bro.  Isaac  Ikcnberry's,  near 
Waterloo,  where  there  was  a  social  meeting  ap- 
pointed for  that  night,  which  was  improved  by 
some  preaching.  These  members  are  far  away 
from  church  privileges;  and  rejoiced  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  hearing  some  preaching. 

From  thence  we  went  to  Oklahoma  City,  where 
wc  found  some  of  our  River  Brethren  neighbors. 
After  that  we  went  to  Yucan,  a  small  railroad 
town,  where  we  also  found  an  old  neighbor. 

We  next  started  to  El  Reno,  the  home  of  Eld. 
M.  M.  Ennis,  who  has  the  charge  of  a  number  of 
scattered  members  and  churches.  It  comprises 
a  very  large  territory, — too  much  for  one  man, 
but  he  seems  to  be  patient  and  willing  to  do  what 
he  can.  They  received  us  gladly  and  put  forth 
efforts  to  get  out  the  people  for  the  evening  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  in  the  grove  near  his  house, 
prepared  for  holding  meetings  and  Sunday  school. 
Because  of  sickness  and  other  causes  our  congre- 
gation was  small  but  attentive. 

Learning  that  the  members  were  scattered  and 
that  many  of  them  had  moved  away,  we  decided 
to  leave  next  day  for  Cloud  Chief.  Wc  learned 
that  brethren  Merkey,  Brubaker,  Nornhold,  Horn, 
and  Bro.  John  Humberger's  two  sons  and  their 
wives,  who  are  sisters,  and  others  with  whom  we  had 
former  acquaintance,  were  living  here.  We  arrived 
Aug.  1,  and  have  been  holding  meet  ngs  since  then, 
Having  traveled  over  five  hundred  miles,  during 
the  excessive  heat,  we  have  decided  to  leave  to- 
day for  Seger,  where  we  have  an  appointment  for 
to-night  near  Humberger's.  We  expect  to  leave 
to-morrow  for  County  G.,  Thomas  P.  O..  where  we 
expect  to  spend  some  time  with  the  Brethren 
there,  after  which  wc  will  turn  our  faces  home- 
ward by  way  of  Kiowa,  and  Reno  County,  Kans., 
if  the  Lord  will.  The  complaint,  wherever  we 
have  held  meetings,  was,  that  our  stay  was  too 
short.  We  would  have  gladly  remained  longer  if 
circumstances  would  have  admitted. 

J.  D.  Trostle. 


From  the  Fairvlew  Church,  Iowa. 

Our  church  is  still  alive  to  the  Master's  work. 
We  have  meetings  every  Sunday  at  eleven;  every 
first  and  second  Sunday  at  outposts,  and  prayer 
meeting  every  Thursday  evening,  which  is  proving 
to  be  quite  a  benefit  to  us.  Wc  also  meet  every 
Sunday  evening  at  six,  to  practice  singing  in  order 
to  improve  our  singing  at  times  of  worship.  We  use 
the  Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book.  We  al- 
so maintain  an  evergreen  Sunday  school. 

We  met  in  quarterly  council  May  28.     There  was 
quite  a  good   deal  of  business  before  the  meeting, 
but  all  was  disposed  of  ii 
finish  repairing  our  church, 
edifice  to  worship  in,  and  w 
come  any  minister  who  may  be  passing  this  way. 

We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  some 
time  this  fall;  also  to  have  our  love  feast  Oct.  23. 
This  will  give  those,  who  attend  our  District   Meet- 
ing, a  chance  to  be  with  us.     All  will  be  welcomed! 
Mvrta  Leavkll. 

Aug.  8. 


1  peace.     We  de 


ded  to 
neat 
Id  be  pleased  to  wel- 
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To  the  Members  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory. 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  the  District  of  Texas, 
Oklahoma,  and  Indian  Territory,  in  council  assem- 
bled Aug.  7,  1896,  agreed  to  divide  the  District, 
forming  that  part,  north  of  the  Red  River  into  a 
District  of  itself,  calling  it  the  Oklahoma  and  Indi- 
an Territory  District. 

We  would  respectfully  inform  all  organized 
churches  to  send  delegates  to  the  Mount  Hope 
church  Oct.  16,  1896,  for  the  purpose  of  completing 
the  organization. 

Further,  all  isolated  members  should  send  or 
bring  their  reports,  and  make  their  request  for  such 
help  as  they  need.  Let  all  lay  by  them  in  store  as 
God  hath  prospered  them,  that  wc  may  have  some 
means  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Let  all  in 
the  District  become  interested  in  this  work.  Wc 
shall  be  able  to  show  some  figures  that  will  be  of 
interest. 

By  order  of  the  delegates. 

A.  W.  Austin,  Sec.  pro  lent. 


From  Troutvllle,  Va. 


The  Brethr 


nbled  at   the  Valley  church 


yesterday,     for     Thanksgii 


Not 


;rsaw.     The  mangled 

nizing  screams  of  the 

A  large  part  of  the 

house,  alighting  in 


necting 

many  were  out  as  sometimes,  owing  to  much  fever 
in  the  neighborhood  and  other  causes.  We  were 
very  ably  addressed  by  Bro.  T.  C.  Denton,  from  the 
words  of  John  4:  36.  The  mission  cause  was  re- 
membered. The  solicitors  were  supplied  with 
blanks,  to  see  every  member  and  solicit  for  general 
mission  work.  Wc  hope  every  church  in  the  First 
District  of  Virginia  will  have  their  solicitors  at 
work,  that  our  report  may  be  more  favorable  at 
next  District  Meeting. 

A  terrible  accident  occurred  at  Troutville  Aug.  7. 
The  boiler  at  C  E.  Layman's  canning  factory  ex- 
ploded, killing  two  men  and  scalding  and  crippling 
nearly  all  his  hands— some  ten  or  twelve.  Those 
killed  are  A.  F.  Shanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Parm- 
er Tenkenhoker,  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Layman. 
Low  water  is  thought  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
explosion.  Such  a  scene  I  ne 
forms  of  the  dead  and  the  ag 
wounded  were  heart-rending, 
boiler  blew  over  Mr.  Layma 
the  backyard.  If  it  had  blown  toward: 
all  would  have  been  killed.  S.  T.  Shaver 

Aug.  p. 

From  Conway  Springs,  Kans. 

The  members  of  the  Slate  Creek  church  met  in 
quarterly  council,  Aug.  8.  There  was  considerable 
business  before  the  meeting  but  all  was  transacted 
in  a  Christian  spirit.  Among  other  business,  Bro. 
E.  A.  Wise,  who  was  elected  to  the  ministry  three 
months  ago,  but  not  as  yet  installed  into  office, 
finally  consented  to  serve  if  the  church  would  first 
promise  to  provide  for  her  ministers  as  set  forth  in 
the  New  Testament.  The  church  decided  to  con- 
sider the  matter  and  see  if  we  could  arrive  at  some 
plan  by  next  quarterly  meeting.  The  question  of 
providing  for  poor  ministers  I  consider  of  vast  im- 
portance and  too  much  neglected  by  our  Frater- 
nity. 

The  church  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  Oct.  17, 
commencing  at  2  P.  M.  We  also  decided  to  hold  a 
series  of  meetings,  to  continue  at  least  one  week 
after  the  love  feast.  There  have  been  four  mi 
bers  added  to  the  church  by  letter  since  my  last  re- 
port. Farmers  are  very  much  discouraged  on  ac- 
count of  the  continued  dry  weather  and  hot  winds. 
The  corn  crop  will  be  cut  short,  and  the  fruit  is 
drying  up  on  the  trees,  half  grown.     Health  is  good. 

J.  B.  Thompson. 
Aug.  12. 

The  Dedication. 

The  members  of  the  Tropico  chu-ch,  Cal„  will 
hold  their  opening  services  in  their  new  church 
building  in  Los  Angeles  City,  Sept.  6,  at  3  P.  M. 
All  are  cordially  invited.  As  we  expect  a  large  at- 
tendance of  citizens  at  the  services,  who  have  been 
watching  our  efforts  with  much  interest,  we  much 


desire  all  members  who  attend  to  be  living  epistles 
of  the  humble  and  self-denying  principles  of  Christ. 
Let  all  consecrate  and  dedicate  themselves  to  the 
Lord,  for  we  never  can  dedicate  a  house  to  the 
Lord  in  holy,  sincere  and  solemn  service  with  un- 
clean, insincere  hearts.  P.  S.  Mvers 
Los  Angeles,  Cat. 


From  the  North  Fork  Church,  Ind. 

Our  harvest  meeting  occurred  on  Sunday,  Aug. 
8,  in  the  old  church  at  Pyrmont.  The  house  being 
filled  to  its  utmost  capacity  and  the  heat  being  in- 
tense, made  it  somewhat  uncomfortable.  However, 
the  meeting  was  enjoyable  and  good.  The  congre- 
gation was  made  up  of  attentive  and  eager  listeners. 
Wc  were  blessed  with  a  good  corps  of  visiting  min- 
isters, among  them  elders  J.  G.  Royer,  of  Mt.  Mor- 
ris, 111.,  D.  C.  Campbell,  of  Colfax,  and  David  Dil- 
ling,  of  Monticello,  Ind.  Each  one  did  his  best 
to  make  the  meeting  both  interesting  and  profitable 
and  their  work  was  very  much  appreciated.  May 
the  Lord  bless  their  labors  here  and  elsewhere! 

The  Sunday  school  was  held  at  9  A.  M.,  as  usual. 
The  attendance  and  interest  were  good.  At  to  A. 
M.,  Bro.  Royer  preached,  to  a  large  audience  of 
attentive  listeners,  after  which  a  collection  was  tak- 
en for  the  mission  cause  and  a  liberal  donation  was 
given.  The  song  service,  at  2  P.  M.,  was  well  con- 
ducted and  added  much  life  to  the  meeting.  At  3 
P.  M.  a  Children's  Meeting  was  held,  conducted  by 
brethren  Royer  and  Campbell.  A  large  number  of 
little  boys  and  girls  were  seated  on  the  front  seats, 
all  eager  to  hear  what  the  brethren  had  to  say.  The 
remarks  were  simple  in  form,  but  full  of  meaning 
and  very  much  appreciated  by  all,  At  8  P.  M., 
Bro.  Dilling  gave  us  another  very  interesting  and 
instructive  sermon  and  we  feel  sure  that  the  day 
was  well  spent.  John  Deal. 

Aug.  10. 

From  the  Olathe  Church,  Kans. 

On  Saturday  Aug.  8,  the  Olathe  church,  Johnson 
Co.,  Kans.,  met  in  regular  quarterly  council.  All 
business  was  disposed  of  in  a  spirit  that  should 
characterize  all  children  of  God.  There  were  a 
number  of  members  present  from  other 
tions.  Bro.  Geo.  Garst,  of  the  Verdigr 
and  Bro.  Jos.  Filburn,  of  the  Walnut  Valley  church, 
were  with  us  and  preached  for  us  on  Sunday. 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  I  boarded  the  train  for  Kan- 
sas City.  I  met  with  the  members  at  10  A.  M.  in 
Sunday  school,  and  at  11  in  public  worship.  In  the 
afternoon  I  did  some  visiting  in  the  city.  This  is  a 
mission  point  within  the  bounds  of  the  Olathe 
church,  where  there  are  about  twenty  members  liv- 
ing. We  are  very  much  in  need  of  a  minister  at 
this  point.  Who  will  come  over  and  help  us?  The 
place  of  meeting  at  present  is  in  Argentine,  Kans., 
four  miles  south-west  of  Union  Depot,  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  in  the  Argentine  Republic  building,  one  block 
south  and  one  block  west  of  the  Santa  Fe  Depot 
in  Argentine.  Any  one  having  friends,  or  knowing 
of  any  members  living  in  Kansas  City,  who  would 
likely  attend  our  meetings,  will  please  send  me 
their  name  and  address,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  call 
upon  them  and  invite  them  to  come  to  meeting. 
May  the  good  work  continue  to  prosper  in  this 
great  city!  Geo.  E.  Wise. 

Aug.  11.  _____^____ 

The  Cave. 

I  am  aware  that  within  the  last  year  the  readers 
of  the  Messenger  have  been  treated  to  much  that 
was  both  interesting  and  profitable  by  our  brethren 
who  have  traveled  in  other  lands.  Since  I  have 
never  been  abroad  I  must  either  keep  quiet,  or  tell 
of  those  things  which  have  come  within  the  horizon 
of  my  observation  in  our  own  land. 

A  year  ago  I  visited  the  Wonderland  of  the 
Northwest— Yellowstone  National  Park,— and  said 
nothing  about  it.  This  evening  finds  me  just  out- 
side of  an  Indiana  Underground  Wonder,— Wyan- 
dotte Cave. 

Many  people  know  little  about  caves  and  less 
about   their   history.     Those   more    familiar    know 


ngrega 


that  their  history  borders,  indeed  is  enveloped,  i„ 
mystery.  It  is  also  true  that  the  mysterious  is  al- 
ways  full  of  wonder.  "  The  solemn  silence  the  ut- 
ter  darkness,  and  the  chilly  atmosphere  of  caves" 
says  Prof.  Collett,  "  have  weird  attractions." 

Every  age  has  borrowed  largely  from  these  dim 
uncertain  homes  of  darkness.  Both  in  song  and 
story,  as  well  as  in  religious  teachings,  caves  have 
been  peopled  with  all  that  a  wild  imagination  can 
create  or  desire.  The  first  mention  of  a  cave  in 
Scripture,  I  think,  relates  to  the  one  into  which  Lot 
and  his  family  retired  from  Zoar,  after  the  destruc- 
tion of  Sodom.  The  next  is  the  cave  of  Machpe- 
lah,  which  Abram  bought  as  a  sepulcher  for  his 
dead.  Here  rest  his  own  ashes,  with  those  of  Re- 
becca, Leah,  and  Jacob. 

Caves  have  in  every  quarter  of  the  world  been 
used  as  places  of  habitation,  of  retreat  and  of  wor- 
ship, and  as  sepulchers.  The  poetry  of  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome  places  some  of  their  holiest 
shrines  and  oracles  in  the  "  shadowy  realms  whose 
'  conditions  '  were  darkness  and  obscurity."  Some 
of  the  most  interesting  events  in  history  are  con- 
nected with  caves.  I  have  found  much  of  interest 
in  the  one  I  have  just  visited,  which,  by  permission 
of  the  editor,  I  should  like,  at  my  earliest  conven- 
ience, to  give  to  the  readers  of  the  Messenger. 
J.  G.  Rover. 

Wyandotte,  Ind.,  Aug.  14. 


irlne  Immersion  by  a  Presbyterian. 

Last  Sunday,  Aug.  16,  at  3  P.  M„  Mr.  L.  N.  Be- 
bee,  the  Presbyterian  minister,  drove  to  the  river, 
about  three  miles  from  Dallas  Center,  for  baptism. 
Many  went  to  see  the  gentleman  perform  baptism 
by  trine  immersion. 

After  reading  several  passages  of  Scriptures,  treat- 
ing on  baptism,  he  remarked  that  this  ordinance  was 
ordered  by  God,  and  taught  by  our  blessed  Jesus. 
He  referred  to  Paul  and  Silas,  Lydia  and  her  house- 
hold, and  Philip's  preaching,  where  they  were  bap- 
tized both  men  and  women.  He  then  urged  the 
candidate  to  follow  Jesus  and  to  be  true  and  faithful 
until  death.  He  then  stepped  into  the  stream,  and 
led  the  applicant  into  the  water  waist-deep.  Oil 
the  banks  of  the  river  there  were  many  lookers-on, 
One  verse  of  the  hymn,  "Jesus  will  Wash  all  your 
Sins  away,"  was  sung.  Then  the  applicant  was 
baptized  by  trine  immersion,  face  forward,  in  the 
usual  way. 

On  their  way  out  of  the  water  the  sweet  song  was 
sung,  "  Wash  all  my  Sins  away."  Then  they  were 
dismissed  with  prayer  by  Mr.  Noah  Flora.  It  was 
all  done  in  perfect  order.  B.  F.  Miller. 

Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 


Statistics  of  Obituary  Column. 

There  were  recorded  in  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
during  the  last  twelve  months,  commencing  Aug.  I, 
1S95,  and  ending  July  31,  1896,  one  thousand  and 
twenty-seven  deaths,  with  age  attached.- 


September,. 
October,  . . . 


De 


55 Average  age,. 


January 1806 106 "  "     44 

February,...     "     123 "  "     5° 

March "     86 "  "     5' 

April, "     90 "  "     54 

May "     ... 06 "  "     S° 

June •'     62 "  »     4« 

July "     77 "  "    •"> 

This  record  goes  to  show  that  the  majority  of 
those  whose  deaths  were  reported,  attained  a  good 
age.  D.  E.  Bowman. 

Hope,  Fla,  Aug.  16. 


From  Frlstoe,  Benton  Co.,  Mo. 

I  left  home  July  20,  came  to  Benton  County, 
Mo.,  and  held  fifteen  meetings  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Mount  Hermon  schoolhouse.  One  was  bap- 
tized. We  left  the  above  place  somewhat  encour- 
aged. 


August  20.  ,8o°' 
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From  there,  with  brethren  Richard  Rust  and  B. 
Ihrig,  I  went  t0  Camden  County,  Mo.,  and  held 
nine  meetings  at  two  different  points,  made  the  an- 
nual visit  among  the  members,  and  held  a  council- 
meeting.  The  members  are  in  love  and  union,  and 
decided  to  have  a  love  feast  some  time  this  fall. 
At  this  point  two  were  added  by  baptism  and  two 
restored,  with  brighter  prospects  for  the  future. 
The  above  members  belong  to  the  Turkey  Creek 
church,  with  Eld.  M.  T.  Baer  as  their  elder  in 
charge. 

From  here  we  returned  to  the  Spring  Branch 
church,  Benton  County,  Mo.,  Aug.  14,  and  met  the 
Brethren  in  council.  Brethren  Burr  Bresheares  and 
B  Ihrig  were  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry.  Eld.  Fred  Culp  of  the  Mineral  Creek 
Church  was  also  with  us,  This  church  is  in  good 
working  order,  with  Bro.  M.  T.   Baer  is  their  elder. 

To-day,  Aug.  15,  we  expect  to  meet  with  the  Tur- 
key Creek  church  in  council.  Brethren  Culp  and 
C.  Boyd  will  be  with  us. 

Next  Monday,  Aug.  17,  I,  in  company  with  sever- 
al of  the  young  members  from  the  Spring  Branch 
church,  expect  to  go  to  Mack's  Creek,  Camden  Co., 
Mo.,  to  continue  the  work.  This  is  a  mission  point, 
with  five  or  six  members,  who  also  belong  to  the 
Turkey  Creek  church.  If  all  is  well  I  expect  to  re- 
turn home  about  Sept.  1,  where  I  will  await  further 
orders  from  the  Mission  Board.  At  this  writing  I 
am  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Baer.  Israel  Cripe. 

Aug.   15.  . 

From  the  Manassas  Church,  Va. 

Our  harvest  meeting  was  held  July  18  at  Cannon 
Branch.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting,  though  the 
attendance  was  not  large.  We  took  up  a  collection 
lor  the  Home  Mission  Fund. 

Aug.  2  and  4  Eld.  P.  S.  Miller,  of  Roanoke,  Va., 
favored  us  with  two  excellent  discourses.  He  was 
through  here,  prospecting,  as  were  several  other 
brethren,  also. 

Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm,  of  Winchester, 
home  from  trte  Orange  County  Missi 
with  us  and  preached  nine  powerful 
Bradley  Grove,  one  of  our  meeting  pi; 
ings  began  Aug.  8,  and  closed  on  the  twelfth.  He 
preached  twice  each  day.  The  attendance  and 
interest  were  most  excellent  and  could  Bro.  Beahm 
have  remained  long  enough,  a  grand  work  would 
have  been  accomplished.  Several  are  near  the 
kingdom. 

Later.— Aug.  16,  at  our  regular  services  at  Can- 
non Branch,  we  were  favored  with  an  able  discourse 
by  Bro.  W.  B.  Yount,  President  of  Bridgewater  Col- 
lege. He,  as  well  as  Bro.  Beahm,  gave  our  Sunday 
school  a  valuable  address.  J.  E.  Blough. 

Manassas,  Va.,  Aug.  17. 


Broadley   schoolhouse    in   the    Manassas    district, 

where  Bro.  Beahm  preached  unto  the  people  until 

up.  12,  at  which  time  he  left  us  for  other  fields  of 

bor.  J.  F.  Britton. 

Bristow,  Va. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 


us  way 
topped 


Meet- 


From  Orange  County,  Va. 


According  to  previous  arrangements  Bro.  I.  N. 
H.  Beahm,  of  Winchester,  Va.,  and  the  writer,  met 
at  the  Mine  Run  schoolhouse,  Orange  County,  Va., 
a  distance  of  sixty  miles  south  of  Manassas,  Va., 
Aug.  1,  and  commenced  dealing  out  the  Bread  of 
Life,  concluding  with  a  love  feast  on  the  7th.  -  Not- 
withstanding the  extremely  hot  weather,  the  atten- 
dance and  interest  grew  very  rapidly,  until  the 
schoolhouse  was  filled  and  surrounded  with  people 
whose  hearts  weie  made  to  burn  within  them,  while 
Bro.  Beahm  opened  unto  them  the  Scriptures  in 
the  light  of  primitive  Christianity. 

While  there  were  no  accessions  to  the  church, 
the  few  members  that  reside  there  were  much  re- 
vived and  built  up  in  the  faith  once  delivered  unto 
the  saints,  and  eternity  alone  may  reveal  the  fruits 
that  may  grow  out  of  the  seed  sown  in  these  meet- 
ings. As  there  are  visible  indications  of  a  field  al- 
ready white  to  harvest,  and  there  are  already  sever- 
al members  at  this  point,  I  wish  to  urge  our  Page 
Brethren  to  come  and  help  us  to  thrust  in  the  Gos- 
pel sickle  and  gather  in  the  precious  sheaves. 

At  2  A.  M.,  Aug.  8,  we  drove  a  distance  of  fifty 
miles,  to  attend  council  at  Nokesville,  in  Prince 
William  County,  and  from  thence  we  went  to  the 


Special  Notice. — A  series  of  meetings  will  com- 
mence Sept.  22,  at  the  William  schoolhouse,  near 
Bethna  and  Crothersville,  Jackson  Co.,  to  be  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  David  Hoover.  From  there  he  will 
go  to  New  Hope,  Jackson  Co.,  Ind.,  to  hold  a  coun- 
cil Oct.  6,  and  Communion  on  Oct.  9.  All  are  in- 
vited to  come. — William  L.  Ross.  Slate,  Ind.,  Aug. 
•7- 

Litchfield,  111. — To  those  who  may  feel  interest- 
ed in  the  work  here,  we  will  say  that  we  found  that 
the  work  which  had  once  been  started  here,  has  been 
chilled  by  the  blast,  and  only  the  shattered  remains 
are  left.  Still  we  hope,  by  a  re-establishment  of 
confidence,  to  be  able  to  do  some  good  here,  but  it 
will  take  time  and  labor.  Brethren  and  sisters,  re- 
member us  and  the  work  here,  when  it  is  well  with 
you.— B.  E.  Kesler. 

Mound  Valley  Church,  Okla.— Aug.  6  brethren 
J.  D.  and  Levi  Trostle  came  to  this  place  and  held 
a  few  meetings,  which  were  greatly  appreciated. 
Aug.  8  we  held  our  quarterly  council,  with  Eld.  J. 
D.  Trostle,  as  Moderator,  in  absence  of  our  elder, 
M.  M.  Ennis.  Considerable  business  came  before 
the  meeting,  which  was  very  pleasantly  disposed 
of.  We  are  to  have  a  love  feast  this  fall.  The  ex- 
act time  has  not  been  decided.— Anna  L.  Herren, 
Thomas,  Okla.,  Aug.  77. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Md.— Since  our  last  report 
four  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
Aug.  I  we  held  our  harvest  meeting.  Brethren 
Wm.  Franklin,  of  Sam's  Creek,  Md.,  and  Geo.  K. 
Sappington,  of  Johnsville,  Md.,  were  with  us,  and 
gave  us  good  lessons  from  the  Word  of  Life.  On 
Sunday  morning,  Aug.  2,  we  held  our  Children's 
Meeting.  Bro.  J.  D.  W.  Deardorff,  of  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  addressed  the  children  from  the  words,  "The 
glory  of  young  men  is  their  strength."  Prov.  20: 
Icj.—Rarhel  A.  Pfoutz,  Linwood,  Md. 

Wabash,  Ind  —Yesterday,  Aug.  16,  at  10:  30, 
were  the  regular  services  at  this  church.  Our  dear 
brother,  L.  W.  Pulley,  gave  the  church  his  farewell 
address,  and  spoke  very  feelingly  and  appropriate- 
ly. We  sang  "  God  be  with  you  till  we  meet 
again."  Bro.  Joe  Rife,  from  the  Somerset  church, 
was  present  and  made  some  touching  remarks. 
Several  others  from  the  same  church  were  also 
here.  Bro.  Pulley  expects  soon  to  leave  for  North 
Dakota.  His  family  will  follow  later.  We  regret 
their  departure  from  among  us. — Kittle  Hursh,  Aug. 
>7- 

Special  Notice.— The  District  Meeting  of  North- 
ern Indiana  will  be  held,  the  Lord  willing,  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  I,  1896,  with  the  Brethren  of  the 
Union  Center  church,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.  The 
meeting  is  to  open  promptly  at  8:  30  A.  M.  A  full 
attendance  is  desired.  For  the  Ministerial  and 
District  Meetings,  trains  will  be  met  as  follows: 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  at  Nappanee,  the  B. 
&  O.  R.  R ,  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  2:  30  P.  M.  At  New 
Paris,  the  Big  Four  R.  R.,  at  9  A.  M.  and  12  M., 
at  Foraker,  the  Wabash,  at  2  P.  M.— A.  H.  Puter- 
baugh,  Aug.  20. 

North  Manchester  Church,  Ind.— The  golden 
sheaves  are  still  being  gathered  in.  Last  Sunday, 
at  our  regular  meeting,  two  precious  souls  (man 
and  wife)  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  received 
baptism.  There  is  much  preaching  in  our  local 
church  at  present.  Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted to  hold  series  of  meetings  at  three  different 
points.  The  home  ministers  are  to  do  the  preach- 
ing. Bro.  L.  T.  Holsinger  is  to  preach  in  North 
Manchester;  Bro.  David  Hollinger,  two  miles  west, 
and  Bro.  L.  H.  Eby,  in  Laketon,  five  miles  south- 
west— D.  C.  Cripe,  Aug.  iS. 


Arternas,  Pa. — Sunday,  Aug.  9,  was  the  time  set 
for  our  harvest  meeting  in  the  Buck  Valley  meet- 
inghouse. We  had  preaching  on  Friday  evening 
previous,  by  the  writer,  and  on  Saturday  evening 
by  Bro.  D.  S.  Clapper,  from  near  Everett,  Pa. 
Sunday,  at  10:  30,  he  conducted  an  interesting  har- 
vest meeting.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  Bro. 
Clapper  talked  to  the  children  and  young  people. 
The  harvest  collection  amounted  to  Si. 61  for  for1 
eign  missions.— John  Bennett,  Aug.  14. 

New  Rockford,  N.  Dak.— The  Brethren  organ- 
ized a  Sunday  school  here,  at  what  is  known  as  the 
Thomalson  schoolhouse,  July  19,  with  the  writer  as 
Superintendent,  and  Bro.  E.  Rowland  as  assistant. 
The  attendance  was  small  to  start  with,  but  has 
been  increasing  until  we  have  a  good-sized  school. 
We  also  have  preaching  every  fourth  Sunday  by 
the  brethren  from  Covington.  Bro.  H.  J.  Beagle, 
from  Indiana,  was  with  us  on  last  Sunday  and 
preached  an  able  sermon,  and  made  some  gocd  im- 
pressions. We  think  there  is  a  good  opening  here 
for  the  Brethren.—/  A'.  Smith,  Aug.  18. 

Iliflf,  Colo.— The  members  of  the  Good  Hope 
church  expect,  the  Lord  willing,  to  hold  their  love 
feast  in  the  west  end  of  the  church  near  Sterling, 
at  the  house  of  Bro.  A.  B.  Holl,  Sept.  19.  We 
desire  as  many  to  be  with  us  as  can.  We  hope,  if 
of  the  Brethren  are  passing  this  way  about 
that  time,  they  will  stop  with  us,  especially  minis- 
terial brethren.  If  any  think  of  changing  location, 
they  are  invited  to  come  and  sse  this  country.  We 
think  we  have  a  good  country.  Especially  is  it  a 
healthy  country.  We  would  be  very  glad  to  have 
a  minister  locate  with  us,  as  we  have  no  minister 
here.—/.  H.  Kinzie,  Aug.  15. 

Smithborough,  III.— Last  Saturday  was  our  regu- 
lar quarterly  council  in  the  Hurricane  Creek 
church.  Our  elder,  Henry  Lilligh,  was  present. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  all  things  that  came 
before  the  meeting  were  disposed  of  in  a  spirit  of 
love.  We  decided  to  hold  our  Communion  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  10.  Those  that  wish  to  be  with  us 
at  that  time,  will  please  make  a  note  of  this  and 
come  and  be  with  us,  that  we  may  have  a  fraternal 
gathering.  We  expect  to  have  a  series  of  meetings 
immediately  after  the  love  feast,  providing  we  can 
get  some  one  to  be  with  us.  There  is  much  sick- 
ness in  this  part  of  the  country  at  present.— Corne- 
lius Kessler,  August  17. 

Bound  Mountain  Church,  Ark.— I  left  home 
Aug.  7,  for  the  Cameron  church,  eighty- five  miles 
distant.  We  had  meeting  the  same  evening, 
preached  five  times,  and  attended  one  council.  I 
found  the  members  generally  well,  and  in  the  faith, 
but  somewhat  discouraged.  The  drouth  has  great- 
ly hurt  them,  as  they  depend  upon  cotton  for  a  large 
portion  of  their  living.  I  found  it  very  dry  and 
hot.  I  was  told  that  the  mercury  registered  113. 
We  had  a  fair  turnout  at  meeting,  and  also  good 
order.  This  afternoon  we  had  a  heavy  rain  which 
is  still  continuing.  There  is  quite  a  change  in  the 
atmosphere,  and  we  are  in  hopes  that  the  drouth  is 
broken  and  also  the  great  heat.— Samuel  Wiimer, 
Wyman,  Ark.,  Aug.  17. 

Woodland  Church,  Mich.— This  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  on  the  second  Saturday  in  Ju 
All  that  came  before  the  < 
love.    We  set  Oct.  17  for 
se  Stutsman,   of    Pittsburg,    Ohi. 
conduct  for   us   a  serie 
commence  about  Oct.   1 


ed  of  in 
feast.     Bro.  Jes- 
,    is   expected   to 
neetings   this  fall,   to 
harvest  or  thanks- 


giving meeting  was  Aug.  1.  The  next  day  Bro.  M. 
M.  Sherrick,  lately  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
preached  for  us  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  also  8  P.  M.  He 
was  with  us  again  Aug.  16  and  preached  two 
sermons.  Bro.  Sherrick  is  locating  in  Lake  Odes- 
sa, Mich.,  four  miles  north  of  Woodland.  Our  eld- 
er, Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  is  in  Pennsylvania,  at  pres- 
ent, to  attend  a  love  feast  in  his  home  church, 
(Montgomery);  also  to  attend  the  Cass  and  John- 
son discussion.  Our  Sunday  school  is  still  running 
but  not  so  well  attended  as  it  should  be.  We  use 
the  Brethren's  Quarterlies  and  Young  Disciple.— John 
M.  Smith,  Aug.  17. 
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Petersburg,  W.  Va.— The  Rough  Spring  Run  Ohurch,  111 
Run  church  met  in  council  Aug.  12.  bcrs  oi  this  church  met  in  quarterly 
Everything  passed  off  pleasantly,  and,  council  Aug,  8,  and  decided  to  begin 
we  trust,  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  We  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  3.  Bro 
had  a  feast  of  good  things.  Bro.  Granville  Nevinger  will  do  the  preach- 
Peter  Garber  will  conduct  a  series  of  ing.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct 
meetings  commencing  Sept.  5.  Our  17.  Members  of  the  adjoining  con- 
love  feast  will  be  Sept.  ig.—A.  L.  gregations  are  invited  to  be  with  us, 
Cook,  Aug.  jj.  as  our  little  band  is  somewhat  weak.— 

Fairfield,  111.— Wc   met  in   council  s'"'e  N-  Sheekler,  Aug.  is. 

Aug.  5,  at  the  Martin  Creek  church.       T .    _        „      ,    .    .      „,, 

Ail    t,-  ...    „„       j      „      ,  '       Lower  Deer  Creek,  Ind.— The  mem- 

All    business    passed    off    pleasant  y.   u„„  _  .  ■  .     ,  .,        , 

d  „  „rf„  ,,  m.J,lbers  ™et  ,n  q^rterly  council  and  pro- 
ceeded  with  the  business  as  best  they 


29.  l8ofj. 


Wacanda  Congregation,  Mo.— Our 
quarterly  council  was  held  on  Satur- 
day, Aug.  15 
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24,  at  3  P.  M.  Ou 
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have  a  Bible  class, 
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little    band 


was  again  made  to  rejoice  Aug.  9, 
when  one  united  with  us  by  baptism. 
—J.J,  Scrogum,  Aug.  10. 

South    Loup    Ohurch,    Nebr.— Our 
quarterly   council   was   held    Aug 
Our  elder,  S.  M.  Forney,  was  with 
Everything     passed     off    pleasantly.  I  Smtohergi 
We   decided   to   hold   our  love    feast 
Sept.    12;   also   to    have    a    series 
neetings,    commencing  about  a  week 


could,  without  a  presiding  elder  pres- 
ent. All  business  before  the  meeting 
was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  spirit. 
The  church  decided  to  hold  a  harvest 
meeting  Aug.  15,  at  10:  30  and  a  chil- 
dren's meeting  in  the  afternoon.  Bro. 
Dilling,  of  Monticello,  is  expected  to 
'  e  with  us.     Wc  also  decided  to  have 

series  of  meetings  commencing  Oct. 

\  and  to  continue  until  our  love 
feast  which  will  occur  Oct.  24.— Aaron 


.......i,.,Ba,    tuuiiutiiLiii^  duoui   a  week   *  "■" 

before.     Our   meetings    and    feast  are   CowleV   C 


,  Aug.  14. 

Arkansas  City,  Kans.— The  me 
if  the  Silver  Creek  congregate 


Ka 


to  be  held  at  Bro.  J.  Ward' 
about  eight  and  one-half  mile 
west  of  Litchfield.     Wc  extend 


'ill    hold    thi 


love  feast  at  Rose  Valley  in  a  taber- 
south- 1  nacIe'  "ear  the  house  of  Bro.  Benjamin 
"•-««"».     hccilicou  a  gen-  TrouP'  Aug-  29-    The    meetings    will 
itation— /    C.    Wright,  Miller,    beSin    on    the   night   of  Aug.  22,  and 
I  continue  at  night  until  the  love  feast. 
A  cordial  invitation  is  hereby  extend- 
ed to  all  who  can  to  be  with  us.     Any 
coming  by  railroad  will  come  to  Win- 
field,  Cowley  Co.,  where  they  will  be 
iet  by  notifying  William   B.  Sell,  of 
that  place.    The  meeting  is  nine  miles 
itheast    of    Winfield.— W.    B.    Sell, 
Aug.  14. 


Nebr.,  Aug.  ij 

Fredericksburg,  Iowa.— Bro.  O.  J 
Beaver  came  to  us  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings,  commencing  July  6.  We 
had  preaching  until  July  10.  Then 
Bro.  Beaver  was  called  home  to 
preach  a  funeral  sermon,  and  returned 
on  the  25th.  He  was  with  this  congre- 
gation till  Aug.  n.  He  preached,  in 
all,  twenty-two  sermons.  The  attend 
ance  was  not  as  large  as  it  should  have 
been.  Owing  to  the  busy  time  in 
harvest  there  were  no  accessions  but 
the  good  seed  was  sown.— Elizabeth 
Miller,  Aug.  i). 

Mohican  Church,  Ohio.— This  con- 
gregation met  in  quarterly  council 
Aug.  15.  Eld.  Tobias  Hoover  offici- 
ated. Considerable  business  came  be- 
fore the  council,  and  was  disposed  of 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Brethren 
David  Worst  and  Silas  Weidman  were 
chosen  as  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing. Three  have  been  added  to  the 
church  since  last  reported,— two  by 
letter  and  one  by  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  Oct.  17.  We  extend  an 
invitation  to  all  who  can  to  be  with 
us.-/  W.  Budd,  Lattasburgh,  Ohio 
Aug.  77. 

Washington.  Kans.— We  were  made 
to  rejoice  July  27  by  the  arrival  of 
Bro.  Allen  Boyer,  of  Lena,  111,,  who 
is  yet  traveling  since  Annual  Meeting. 
Bro.  Boyer  has  been  as  a  shepherd 
to  lost  sheep  unto  us.  Nearly  fif- 
teen years  ago,  when  traveling  in  this 
vicinity,  he  gathered  the  brethren  and 
sisters  together.  Now  he  returns  to 
us,  visits  almost  every  family  here, 
and  seems  much  pleased  with  the 
progress  that  has  been  made.  His 
cheerful  words  of  encouragement  and 
admonition  were  food  to  the  soul, 
especially  to  the  young  lambs  of  the 
fold.  On  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  he  deliv- 
ered two  excellent  sermons.  One  was 
on  Mark  3:  31-35  -the  same  subject 
on  which  he  talked  when  with  us  fif- 
teen years  ago.  Do  we  all  feel  the 
good  of  these  meetings?— Lizzie  Gau- 
by. 


Loramie  Ohurch,  Ohio. — The  Breth- 
ren of  this  place  met  in  council  Aug. 
8.  Everything  that  came  before  the 
meeting  was  disposed  of  with  a  feel- 
ing of  interest  and  good  will.  Among 
the  important  business  transacted  was 
the  organization  of  a  social  meeting. 
This,  I  feel,  is  one  of  the  important 
factors  necessary  for  the  proper 
growth  of  the  church  and  one  that 
demands  our  closest  attention  and 
hearty  co-operation.  We  rejoice  in 
the  fact  that,  with  a  healthy,  energetic 
Sunday  school  and  an  active,  well- 
iupported  social  meeting,  still  better 
imes  are  near  at  hand  for  the  Lor- 
imie  church.  Brethren  H.  C.  Long 
lecker  and  George  Mohler  were  wi 
>s.— /  F.  Souders,  Oran,  Ohio. 


We  had  more  business 
before  this  council  than  usual,  but  all 
disposed  of  orderly.     A    commit- 
tee of  three  was  appointed  to  arrange 
ubjects,  etc.,    for  one   week's    prayer 
neetings,     prior     to     Bro.    Wieand': 
neetings     which    will    begin    at    the 
Rockingham    church    about   Aug.    28. 
We  also  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast 
Sept.    17,— the  same  day  of  our  Minis- 
terial  Meeting.     One  query  was  sent 
to    District    Meeting.—/.    H.    Shirley, 
Rockingham,  Mo.,  Aug.  iy. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  L. 
T.  Holsinger,  of  North  Manchester, 
July  23,  and  remained  till 
Aug.  16.  He  preached  a  series  of 
(largely)  doctrinal  sermons.  H 
livered  his  sermons  in  a  forcible  man- 
ner and  proved  every  assertion  by 
the  Word  of  God.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended,  notwithstanding 
the  extremely  hot  weather  and  busy 
season  of  the  year.  It  was  thought 
by  some  that  a  successful  meeting 
could  not  be  held  in  midsummer,  but 
this  one  proves  conclusively  that  such 
can  be  done.  This  church  surely  has 
been  revived  and  has  now  a  great  re- 
sponsibility resting  upon  it.  As  an 
immediate  result  of  his  labors,  twenty 
came  out  to  serve  the  Lord  and  were 
baptized.  A  greater  portion  of  this 
number  were  all  young  people,  whi 
have  just  arrived  at  the  age  of  ac 
countability.— W.  B.  Dailey. 


WRIGHT.-In  the  MagodeeJrl  ' — 
Franklin  Co.,  Va„  Aug.  1,  ,8o6  0t  jr*"'00. 
lion,  Bro.  Wm.  Wright,  aged  about  mTT"' 
Deceased  was  the  son  of  Bro.  J.  B.WrLT' 
who  preceded  him  only  a  little  0 
weeks.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer' 1 "™ 
1  Thess.  4:  18.  Bro.  Wright  called  f„.  T 
elders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed  1 
days  before  his  death.  rj,  a.  Na* 

ULLERY.-At  the  home  of  his  dauehi!. 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  July  ,;,  ,8o6  „' 
Johnc.uilery,  aged  87  years  and  7mom™- 
He  was  born  in  Montgomery  County  Oh, 
Dec.  ij,  ,808,  and  came  to  Miami  Conn  ' 
Ind.,  at  an  early  day.  About  ten  years  ago  c 
em.grated  .0  Chattanooga.  Bro.  Ullery  „„ 
blind  for  many  years,  but  his  vision  seerT.a 
bright  in  the  other  world.  According"  & 
request  his  funeral  was  preached  at  the  Pi„ 
Creek  church,  his  old  home.  Funeral  service! 
by  Bro.  D.  P.  Shively,  assisted  by  Bro  L  T 
Holsinger.  W.  B.  Dailey   ' 


REIFF-MICHENER.-At    tbe    home    of 
the  undersigned,  at  Canton,  Ohio,  Aug.  13,  ,896, 
Bro.  John  C.  Reiff,  of  Huntingdon  College,  Pa  ' 
and  sister  Anna  D.  Michener,  of  Beloit,  Ohio. 
John  T.  Kahlek. 


Painter  Creek,  Ohio.— The  mem- 
bers of  the  Ludlow  church  held  their 
quarterly  council  at  the  Painter  Creek 
house,  Aug.  14.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  very  pleasant  manner. 
It  was  really  a  season  of  rejoicing 
Two  sisters,  who  had  wandered  away 
and  tried  to  make  their  home  else- 
where, returned  to  the  fold,  fully  re- 
-'•'~:ng  and  confessing  that  the  Breth- 
church  afforded  to  them  the  saf- 
est and  most  reliable  home.  Two 
others— husband  and  wife-well  along 
in  years,  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side 
and  were  baptized.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings  in  each  of 
the  three  churchhouses  of  this  dis- 
trict the  coming  autumn  and  winter 
The  services  of  Bro.  Daniel  Garber 
have  been  secured  to  conduct  the 
meetings  at  Painter  Creek;  Bro.  I  J 
Rosenberger  at  Pittsburg;  and  Isaiah 
Raingh  at  Georgetown.— Levi  Min- 
nick,  Aug.  jj. 


HOLSINGER.— In   Mt.  Morris,  111.,  Aug. 
,  1S96,  Bro.  John  R.  Holsinger,  aged  70' years, 
months  and  8   days.     Bro.   Holsinger  was 
irn  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  May  4,  1826. 
n     16,    1850,  he    was    married    to    Barbara 
Shiftier,  and  six   years  later  moved  to  Ogle 
County,  111.,  where  he  has  since  resided.    His 
fe  died  about  fifteen  years  ago.    He  was 
the  father  of  fourteen  children.    Bro.  Holsing- 
er was  a  good  man,  and  adorned  his  profession 
by  an  upright  walk    before    God  and   man. 
His  remains  rest  in  the  Salem  cemetery  two 
miles  south  of  Mt.  Morris.    Funeral  services 
by  the  Brethren  from  Ps.  31:  5 

BUZZARD.-At  one  of  ou 

in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  April  8,  1 896, "'Ethel 
Buzzard,  daughter  of  Bro.  L.  E.  and  sister  E. 
Buzzard,  aged  14  years,  lacking  a  few  days 
She  had  made  up  her  mind  to  be  baptized  on 
ihe  third  Sunday  of  the  same  month  that 
being  the  time  for  our  meeting,  but  'death 
ime  before  the  time  arrived. 

J.  M.  Follis. 
DAWSON.-In  the  Howard  church,  Ind 
July  31,  1896,  of  heart  trouble,  sister  Francis 
son,  aged  42  years,  10  months  and  5  days, 
was  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
ifleen  years.  Her  sufferings  were  intense, 
but  she  bore  them  with  Christian  fortitude 
ie  leaves  a  husband  and  eight  children 
ne  has  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world, 
uneral  services  from  Job  14:  ,4. 

Peter  Honk. 
WRIGHT.-In  the  Magodee  congregation 
rauklin  Co.,  Va.,  July  ,3,  l8cA  John  n 
"  "ght,  aged  about  88  years.  He  was  bap 
:ized  only  five  years  ago  in  the  Brethren 
:hurch,  and  lived  faithful  the  remainder  of 
us  life.  Funeral  services  at  his  residence  by 
he  writer  from  Rev.  3:  20,  a,.     D.  A.  Naf f. 


MOCK.-Near  Martinsburg,   Pa„   July  „ 

1896,  Bro.  John  L.  Mock,  aged  88  years  ,,' 

months  and  13  days.    He  lived  a  truly  devot. 

ed   life  to    tbe    church    for   over   forty-three 

years.    He  was  sick  only  eight  hours  when  he 

fell  over  dead.    He  died  of  neuralgia  of  the 

heart.    He  was  the  father  of  eight  children 

of   whom    five    preceded    him    to    the   spirit 

e  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons 

daughter,    who    all    belong    to   the 

Brethren   church.    Funeral   services  conduct 

ed  by  Eld.  G.  W.  Brumbaugh  from  Job  i4:  ,.  ' 

J.  G.  Mock. 

WALLACE.-In   the  Iowa    River   church, 

Iowa,  July  28,  1896,  Nancy  Ann  (Welty)  Wal- 

.  aged  S3  years,  9  months  and   18  days. 

was  married  to  William   Wallace  Feb. 

1833.    To  them   were  born  ten  children. 

husband  preceded  her  seven  years.    Four 

children    also    preceded    them.     She    united 

ith  the  Brethren  church  nearly  sixty  years 

ago.   beinjr  a  consistent  member  ever  since 

She  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.' 

Myers.     Funeral  services  by  Mr.  Frank 

Wheeler  from  1  Sam.  20:  ,8. 

Susan  Myers..    - 

STUTSMAN. -Near    Girard,    III.,    in    ,he. 

bounds  0f  ,he  p,eaSa„,  Hill  clurch,  Maconpin, 

to.,    Ill,    Aug.    9,    ,8g0.   Hannah  (StudcUoker), 

Stutsman,  aged  78  years,  3  months  and  20. 
days.  Deceased  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio,  April  19,  1818.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Eld.  Jacob  Studebaker,  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Northern  Indiana. 
She  was  the  third  of  a  family  of  eight  children 
and  survived  all  of  them.  She  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Jacob  Stutsman  Dec.  3,  1840, 
became  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  four 
Jf  whom  preceded  her  to. the  spirit  world. 
The  husband  and  father  also  passed  away 
ivcr  twenty-five  years  ago.  In  early  life  she 
:ast  her  lot  with  the  Brethren  as  the  church 
)f  her  choice,  and  lived  a  devoted  Christian 
ife  to  the  time  of  her  release.  Funeral  con- 
lucted  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  the  Brem- 
en, from  Heb.  9:  27.  Michael  Flory. 

LEHMAN.— At  Bradford,  Ohio,  Aug.  7, 
896,  Esther  Lehman  (nee  Hoover),  aged  59 
^ears  and  11  days.  She  was  twice  married; 
irsl  to  John  A.  Inman;  had  four  children,  of 
whom  two  died  in  infancy.  She  had  six  chil- 
dren by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Lehman,  four 
of  whom  survive  her.  She  lived  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Old  Order  church.  Disease, 
a  cancer  at  the  hand,  eating  away  nearly  the 
entire  hand.  Funeral  services  by  Allen  Neff, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Frantz  and  the  writer, 
from  1  Cor.  15:  12-20,  to  a  large  concourse  of 
neighbors  and  friends.  S.  D.  Rover. 

STREMMEL.  — In  Astoria,  111.,  Aug.  8, 
1896.  Bro,  Jesse  E.  Stremmel,  aged  39  years, 
11  months  and  20  days.  He  was  born  in 
York  County,  Pa.,  in  1856.  Bro.  Stremmel 
had  been  afflicted  for  several  years,  but  bore 
all  patiently.  Bro.  Stremmel  united  with  tbe 
Brethren  church  when  quite  young,  and  re- 
ined faithful  until  death.  He  leaves  a 
stepmother,  two  brothers  and  two  loving  sis- 
leral  services  were  conducted  by 
Bro.  Conrad  Filz.  Text,  "Blessed  are  tb= 
dead  which  die  iu  the  Lord." 

Mattie  Davis. 

MICHAELS.— In  the  Portage  church,  Ohio 


July    23 


of    dipth 


Lucy 


Florence  Michael,  daughter  of  Bro.  Henry  a 
sister  Christie  Michael,  aged  1  year,  2  monu 
and  8  days.  Funeral  discourse  by  tbe  writi 
from  Gen.  42:  13,  latter  clause. 

J.  P.  Kraihll, 


August  29,  1896' 
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.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

DISTRICT  HEETINQS. 


Sep1tn  !Ve6  Wacuiui"  V-oiiKregiUlon,  Rockingham 

meetingbouse.    Ministerial  meeting   the   day 

before,  at  10  A.  M, 

f  ;i  at  0  \    M  .  Middl..  District  of  Iowa,  in  the 
>,|J(o'.'u  u.v'or.-hurcli.IOWa. 
«„-l  6  District  "f  Northern  Iowa,  Mlnnesota.North 

TiAkoIa  and  South  Dakota,  In  t 


he  day  following.     Those 

be  met  at  Lime  Springs,  Iowa,  < 


Ministerial  Meet- 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


£0,  Deep  River,  Iowa. 

20 and  BO,  at  10  A.  M.,  North  Solomon,  Knns. 

■V  at  11  A.M.,  Crooked  Creek  church,  Wash' 
;lRtonCo..Iowa. 

■>U  at  10  A.  M.,  Spring  Creek  church,  Kosolus 
o  Co,,  Ind. 

,fj,  Whitosvillo  church,  Andrew  Co.,  Mo. 
.  ii,  at  3  P,  M.,  Olathe  church,  Johnson  Co. 

Sept.  11,  Mt.  Etna  church,  Iowa, 
yept.  12,  at  2  P.  M„  "West  Klngsley  church,  Iowa. 
.  12  and  18,  Ten  Mile  church,  Washington  Co. 


congregatl 
Sept.  12  and  13,  at  10  A.  M.,  Boon  River  church, 


sept.  l2{iat^8  P.  M.,  Senci 

t  CoTllns,~Colo~ 

Sept.  12, South  Loup  church,  Ncbr. 
sept.  II,  Fraternity  churoh,  Forsyth  Co.,  N.  C 
Sept.  Hi,  Palestine,  St.  Francis  Co.,  Ark. 
sept.  17,  Waoanda  church,  Ray  Co.,  Mo. 
Sept.  18,  at  1  P.  M.,  Sugar  Creek,  111. 

;.  18,  at  10  A.  M„  Upper  Fall  Creek  church,  2'A 

Sept.  18,  at  2  P.  M.,  North  Manchester  ohurcli 
Sept.  18,  at  10  A.  M„  Camden  church,  Ind. 
4  P.M.,  Rockton.Pa. 
I  P.  M.,  Shlpshewana  church,  Ind, 
Sept.  10,  at  10  A.  M.,  Maple  G: 


P.  M.,  Wolf 

Brown  Co.,  Cans, 

Sept.  10 

Ind 

Maple  Grove 

Sept.  19 

i,  Ind. 

Sepi.  V.i 

ui2  1'.M.,Klngmiiaol 

urch 

,54  ml 

ugatlon,  EgUn 

19,  at  4  P.  M„  East  McPln 

10  and  'JO,  Hoyle 


3 12th. 


.German  Settlement  con- 


Sept.  10,  at -I  p.  M.,  Tippixanoe  churoh,  KohcIubi 

Sept 

Sipesvlllu,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa. 
Sept.  22,  Garden  Grove,  Iowa. 
Sept.  22,  Franklin  churoh,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa. 
Sept.  23  and  24,  at  1  P.  M-,  Waddam's  Grove,  111. 
Sept.  23  and  24,  at  I  P.  M.,  Shannon,  111, 
Sept.  23,  at  10  A.  M.,  Portland,  Jay  Co.,  Ind. 
Sopt.  25,  at  10  A.  M.,  Nettle  Creek  church,  Hagers. 


Sopt 

25,  at  4  P 

M 

Salem  church,  I 

25,at*P. 

Bear  Creek  ohu 

3ftl 

Sept. 

25,  at  4  P 

M 

xv„p- 

M. 

Wade's  Branch 

,  Miami 

SopL 

fF 

0:  30  A.  M.,  Bradford 
ro.  Win.  Lacell's, 

Chickasaw 

Sept.  26  and  27, 

i-th  Fork  churoh 

Py 

nt,  Car- 

Sept. 

2fl,  Romine  church,  6  miles  s 
ii,  .Minion  Co.,  111. 

at  of  Sa- 

bl,J™ 

t  r„ l  p  30 

P. 

M,,  Maple  Glen 

hm 

Somer- 

Sept.  26  and  27,  at  2  P.  M.,  Prairie  City,  Iowa. 
Sept.  26  and  27,  Bed  Cloud,  church,  Nehr. 
Sept.  2a,  at  2  P.  M.,  Salem  church,  Reno  Co.,  Kans, 
Sept   28  and  27,  at  10  A,  M„  Vermillion  church 

Murshall  Co,,  Kaus. 
Sept.  26,  at  li  a.  M.,  Brooklyn  church,  Iowa. 
Oct.  8,  Root  River  church,  Fillmore  Co.,  Minn. 
Uct^a»d4,  Ch^y'Tiiie  Count  y  eh  urch,  at  Bro.  Hen- 

Kaat  '  P'  Ml'  APPaQ0038  church,  Franklin  Co, 
Oct.  a,  Bethel  church,  Nehr. 
Oct.  8  ,l[ut  j_  at  10  A  M>)  -yyyanciot  church,  Ohio. 
Oct.  a  nt  l  p,  m.,  Pleasant  View  church,  Eeno  Co. 


•Oct, 


.    —   III:    EU 
Mich.    Those 


i.  John 


,  Chippewa  Creek  church, 
K  by  rail  will  bo  met  the 
by  notifying 


u,  Rodney,  Mich 

" "'l.',!'t?t ;i  V.'  *'■•  Jlrk'k  t'hurch,  Greenland  congre- 
gation, Grant  Co.,  W.  Va. 
uct.7,  Fairmonnt  church,  Kans. 
o   0,  at  4  P.  M.,  Macoupin  Creek  churoh,  III. 

itaSmiv!*ia  P"  M"  Liberty  ville  churob,  Jof- 
tsoq  Co.,  Iowa. 

[ejZQr!  H^g1  '2  p-  M.,  Walnut  Valley  chnrch, 
Oo.',Ohlo.A'M"  Qreen  Spring  church,  Seneca 
'Ail'on'co^omo"11^1"  Creok  church<  near  Lima, 


Oot, 


:i.  10  and  11,  at  1  P.  M„  Rock  Creek  church,  White- 
side Co.,  III. 
!t^p,  at  2;  30  P.  M„  Alloghony  ohurch,  Qraut  Co., 

>t.  10,  at  4  P.  M.,  Killbuck  church,  DclnwareCo., 

it,  10,  at  4  P.  M„  Hyndmnn,  Pa. 
Oct.  10,  Peabody  churoh,  Kans, 
Oot.  10,  at  2: 80  P.  M„  Grundy  County  church,  Iowa. 

:t.  10,  at  3  P.  M.,  Mount  Joy  churcbhoune,  Jacob's 
Creek  conyreymion,  W.-tmorelimd  Co.,  Pn. 

it,  10,  Hurricane  Creek  church,  Bond  Co.,  111. 

It.  13  and  14,  at  1  P.  M.,  Arnold's  Grove,  111. 

St.  13,  at  10  A.M.,  Washlnpton  churoh,  Ind.,  8 
miles  northenstof  Warsaw. 

St.  14,  at  10  A.  M.,  South  Morrill,  Brown  Co..  Kans. 

st.  14,  at  10  A.  M„  Dry  Fork  ohurch,  Mo. 

ct.  15,  at  10  A.  M.,    Prairie  Creek  churoh.  Wells 
Co.,  Ind. 

ct.  15,  at  4  P.  M.,  Cedar  Lake  ohurch,  Ind. 
Oct.  15, at  10:  80  A.  M.,  Four  Mllo  churoh,  Ind. 
Oct.,15,  at  2  P.  M.,  White  church,  Montgomery  Co., 

Oct.  15.  at  2  P.M.,  Arcadia  church,  Hamilton  Co, 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  welMUustra- 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Per  annum locent 

io  copies,  per  quarter s$  cent 

copies,  per  quarter: 4°  cent 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


►  ♦ADVERTISEMENTS  - 

Roles  pet  Inch,  each  Inicrtlon; 

month  (4  times) 

:e  months  (13  times) 

months  (26  times), 

year  (S*  times) 

ff~No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  u 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


There  Is  110  need  of  keeping  them  unless  yoi 
want  to.  You  can  stop  the  pain  and  get  rid  of  th 
corns  In  a  perfectly  easy,  simple,  safe  and  sur 
way,  without  any  trouble,  and  without  any  burn 
ing  or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  using  DUBBEL'I 
DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  according  to  dl 
rectlons.  It  is  the  ohampion  of  nil  remedies  t 
remove  corns,  warts,  oto.  Why  suffer  the  tortur 
of  corns  when  a  ten-cent  box  will  take  them  out 
It  is  one  of  the  greatest  remedies  of  its  kind  eve 
discovered,— a  boon  for  the  millions  who  suite 
with  corns.  Sent  by  mall  on  receipt  of  a  dime  o 
ten  cents  In  stamps.  Or,  on  receipt  of  twenty-fiv 
cents  we  will  send  by  mnil  a  ten-cont  box  of  Com 
Cube  and  a  twenty-flve  cent  bottle  of  Dubbex.' 
Fruit  Juice  Pii.i.8  for  the  livor  and  bowels,  th 
beat  little  pill  to  euro  constipation.  Agents  want 
ed  in  every  locality.    Orderaboxat  once.   Address 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  &  CO,,  Proprietors, 
28tt  Waynesboro,  Franklin  Co.,  Pi 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


Can  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  fare, 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.     For  particu 


,  addn 


SCHOOL  COMPANY, 

Fruitdale,  Ala. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  u: 
Often    we    are    interrogated    upon    points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  th 
desired    information,  and  would    be  glad   t 
know  just  where  to  get  it.    "The  Doctrine  o 
the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complet 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and   Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I 
mersion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  t 
Holy   Kiss,   Non-conformity,  Secret    Societi 
etc.    Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25; 
ministers,  $1.00.     Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re 
liable  Commentary  have  now  been  re 
duced  to  the  following: 


?4.C 


4-SO' 


Cloth  Binding,  two  volume 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,       -       -  5-0°. 

Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  III, 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

30$  S.  Charles  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Bolter,  EggB,  Poultry,  Game  ud  VrolU,  apt 
ties.  Hay,  Straw,  Grain,  Fan,  Hidei,  DrUd  F 
and  Booii, 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
;n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.     This  is  one  of  the  mos 

ting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  psr  annum 

:o  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 

a  copies,  to  one  address.  \  mouth < 

:o  copies,  to  one  address,  0  months 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Eoute. 

11  August  1,  IS,  Supt  ember  ],  16,30,  nnd  October 
),  ttllfj.  H.  .Hi,  ticket  agouts  will  soil  oxcursion 
iota  nt  very  low  ratos  to  tho  farm  lands  aud 
nolpal  eltloa  of  tho  West,  Northwest  and  Bouth- 
It.  Take  tills  opportunity  to  go  and  sou  the 
undid  crops  thnt  Nebraska,  Northern  Kansas 
1  other  western  sections  have  produced  this 
ir.  Bond  for  a  pamphlet  (no  charge)  about 
ateru  farm  lainU  to  V.  S.  Eustib,  General  Pas- 
igor  Agont,  C.  B.  A  Q.  R.  K.,  Chicago,  111,       80110 


Seed-Time. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad 

vanced  classes,  it  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Single  subscription,  1 
locoploa  sndovor, . 


•  3S  = 


■  .IKc 


Juvenile  Quarterly. — Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  littli 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year 10  centi 

6  copies,  per  quarter, ifconti 

10  copies  and  over iK  cents  eacl 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

1402  Four  DeslgnB,  very  Une,  flowered  bor- 

1316  Four  Designs,  very  flue  gilt  edge,  alio 

7x0 W  cants. 

118*  Embossed  Designs,  size  1x8 SS  cents. 

1280  Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  4x7, ...  26  cents. 
810  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x6, 25  cents. 

1297  Embossed   Landscape   and    Flowers, 

1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  Ux5J$, .  ■  .  .  IB  oentl. 

1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  Sxfiii 16  cents. 

1285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  3%z6H, .  13  cents. 

1291  Fine  Scenery,  Bize3i^x6Ji 10  cents. 

000  "The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Garde,  60  De- 
signs,  86  cents. 

826>i  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3J£, .  .  .SOoentB. 

Sorlpture  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  ,20oents. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Sunday    School   Supplies.— We   keep    any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  doien  .  .  ,1    86 

Minute  Books,  each, « 

Class  Books,  per  dozen, 76 

Leal  Cluster,  pictorial  ohart  of  eaob  lesion, 
per  Quarter *  *° 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Biblei  of  every  description,  Always  write  bi 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Bkbthkbn's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


nplo  of  VICTOR  INFANT* 


j  Iut  address.  ThuBu 
if ul  for  babies  one  day 
wanted  In  unoccupied 


Spend  the  Winter... 

...in  California! 

Lordsburg  College, 

Which  is  Owned  and  Controlled 
by  tho  Brethren. 


.,■,  fiiillM,  (low,',,,  iirnl  niiiisliliii,  mnli 

1st  tuid  most  1.  ii iii.i,'  plnoa  fur 
United  Btatea.  Both  the  oducallt 
U  building  01-0  OXOOUOIH.     Kor  01 


J.  S.  Flory. 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


Agents  wanted.   Address: 

S.  E.  DUBBEL  A  CO., 
Kranklln  Co.  Sitf  Waynesboro,  I'a. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


•  Puuoi.i  Slti.Ior 


,  Kin»ui,oi  underD.tUk.    f  if  n- 
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Royal 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY   MRE 


r  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

Hopt.  17,  at  4  P.  M„  Minora)  Crook  cl 

CO.,  Mo. 
Hept.  Jit.  Good  Hope  church,  near  I 


s.tpl.aii.nl  Uk-kuv  mo 


:;ir..M,".lu,Vlnl 


Valley,  Bil 
b  Volley  oliui 


You  Would  Now  Have  Your 

THIRD  CROP 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


Nov.  12,  nt  10  A 

lull  Co.,  Mi 

oat.  32,  Hook  I 


l,»t  Stl\  M..  Lost  (i"tfk  con 
'.  M.,  Brock'n  Uap,  Va. 

Ir.K-rso'nvll.i-.  Wayne  To.,  1 

id  Bulge,  va. 

r  Dboi  Creek,  Ind, 

>.  M..  Elk  l.iok.Po. 

l>i  church,  ind. 
P.   M  ,  Neosho  oliuroli,  N 


Half-Fare  Excursions... 

To  Brethren  Colonies 
In  North  Dakota. 

Sept.  4  and  5, 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  will 
sell  round-trip  tickets  at  one  fare  from 
St.  Paul  to  Devil's  Lake,  Cando,  Crary, 
Grand  Harbor,  Penn,  York,  Mayville, 
Langdon  and  other  points  on  its  lines 
in  North  Dakota.  Tickets  good  for  21 
days,  with  stop-off  privilege  on  the  go- 
ing trip. 

For  the  Encampment  in  St.  Paul, 
Ang.  31  to  Sept.  D,  ail  Eastern  roads 
to  St.  Paul  make  a  rate  of  one  cent  per 
mile,  but  the  rate  being  open  to  all 
with  tickets  good  for  30  days.  Thii 
will  be  a  fine  chance  for  homeseeker: 
to  visit  North  Dakota,  and  also  spenc 
a  day  at  St.  Paul  and  see  the  exhibit 
from  all  the  Northwestern  States. 

Write  to  the  undersigned  at  one 
and  he  will  quote  you  the  rates  fron 
your  railway  station  to  any  of  th 
Brethren  colonies  in  the  Red  Rive 
Valley,  the  Turtle  Mountain  country 
and  Devil's  Lake  district,  where 
original  colonies  are  located  and  wl 
there  is  still  free  Government  land  to 
be  homesteaded.  The  Great  North- 
ern Railway  has  no  lands  to  sell  and 
homeseekers  are  at  liberty  to  act  as 
they  think  best.  Write  to  me  for  full 
particulars. 

MAX  BASS, 

220  S.  Clark  St.  CHICAOO,  ILL, 


In  your  barn  or  in  stack  if  you  were  living 
on  a  little  $1,200  farm  on  the  Dos  I'alos  Colony 
in  California.  These  three  crops  would  weigh 
not  less  that  five  tons,  and  you  would  be  look- 
ing forward  to  a  fourth  mowing  about  Sept.  I. 
You  would  feel  good  to  get  so  much  choice 
feed  lor  so  little  work,  from  so  little  land. 
Your  wife  would  be  glad  to  get  such  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh,  young  vegetables  from  tending 
so  small  a  garden.  Your  daughters  would  de- 
light in  their  flowers.  Your  boys  would  have 
fun  in  bringing  home  game  and  fish  nearly 
every  day.  You  would  all  rejoice  in  picking 
many  kinds  of  fruit  to  cat.  Your  pigs  » 
be  in  clover.  Your  cows  would  be  saving  hay 
for  winter  by  feeding  on  the  superabundant 
vegetation  of  the  garden  and  orchard.  And 
yon    would    be    free   from    care   and    worry. 


...FOR]  PRACTh 

ONE    CENT  A  MILE  ! 

North  Dakota 

At  the  time  of  the  Encampment  ; 

St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  the  first 

week  in  September. 


(Hi    Sept. 


ratoH  tost.  1'nul  will 
i.    These  tiekets  w 
.  daya  by  dopoaitii 


Northern  Pacific  Railroad 


i.pii 


at    CftiTiiigton 
uSundny.Sept.u 


dedicated 

By  visiting  North  Dakota  at  i 

itl (end  I  hi>  dedication  or  the  church  iitCurrlngtou, 

pect  railroad  and  frou  government  land  and  so 

I  a  farm,  see  the    crops   In   North   Dakota  lo 


11  r  Men. 

Kddy  Conn 


it  tied  1 


St.  Paul  and  Mini 

for  the  dedication,  Sim- 


Write  to 

238   Clark  St. 


if.  MARKS, 

uutf  Chicago,  111. 


Manchester  College  and 

...The  Bible  School! 


The  Growing  Institution. 


1 


■■Vi.tlnH  ,.i,JS,: 
n.5."sa    Tel 


WANTED 


:ar.    Married  man  w 

Correspond  I.eTor,.  ■■ 


ngton  In  ampli 
day,  Sept.  15. 
Uy  adding  $7.05  to  the  cost  of  a  ticket  from  you: 
ome  to  St.  Paul  and  return,  you  will  have  the  to 
il  coat  of  railroad  fare  from  your  home  to  Car 
ngton,  North  Dakota  and  return,  via  the  North 
n  Faclilc  Railroad. 

C.  W.  MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  K.  It., 
M.  H.  PHIPPS,  St.  Paul,  Minn 

Land  Commissioner, 

Northern  Paclilc  It.  R.  Co. 


Mcpherson  college, 

MePherson,   Ivans. 


Strong  Faculty  of  Experienced  Instructors. 
Fall  Term  Begins  Sept.  1,  189S. 


SENTBD.    BE  CAREFUL, 

$5.50    A    thoroughly-reliable 

gentleman's 

"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMING 

i Lands 

OK  THE  "$00"  RAILWAY 

LOW  PEICES  and  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

Timbered  Lands la^ 
Prairie  Lands  * 


Many  Lands   for 


1  Minnesota  and 

North  Dakota. 

tho  CHOP   PAYMENT 


PLAN, 

FREE     HOMESTEADS 

iercovBoDson,  McLoau 


,,u,.,, 


1  North  Dakota. 


LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line,' 

Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

There  : 
Colonic*  < 
Line." 


BRETHREN 

the  chance., 


Bpectfuliy  asked 


N<OUR>jLyu^STBATEnDj]LAND  PRIMERS. 

rhoy  contain  valualjl.'  ami  reliable  ialonnation."     r03a 

HALF  FARES  'or  Homeseekers  and 

Settlers,  and    HALF 

11     Household    Goods,    Tools, 
d   Farm   Stock,-"On  the  Soo 


RATES 

Team* 

Line." 

address,  T.  I.  HURD.  Laud  and  Industrial  Agent 

"Soo"  Radwaj,  MlN'MJ.miLl>.'aiian'u.,,Jta. 
Or,  A.  A,  JACK.  Traveling  Immigration  Agent 

ULTKoiT,  Uicliigaa 
Or,  FRANK  SWICKARD.  TraT.  Immigration  Agon! 
NORTH  HANC'll£sTEK    iBi., 


Brethren's  < 

Plain  Clothing! 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  membet  .  ] 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  J 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  Wea'  j 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  mat,  ] 
Joining,    measuring    blanks,   ,  "!  ! 


ind  rules  for  orderi 
application.    Our  rul 
nplc  any 


"V  will  bt 
'or  sen.  ' 


We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  d  i 
le  quahty  to  be  satisfactory  to  purdlas  J 
r  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  p,ices  ] 
re  reasonable.    Address,  1 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co,,       1 

7«  WARSAW,  IND, 


Only  the  Best. 


to  which  we-aro  directing  t 


11  of  home-suckers 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Faie 


Gen.  Pass.  Ag't  C.  ! 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 
Mt.  Miorris*,  Minn. 


M  iliif.'i  si 
apoll.s  mill  lixi  11 
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growth  of  will 1 1'  unt 
junlar,  interspersed 
■eady  for  tho  ni 

1  unpaid  part  of  the 
re  especially  atlnpiei 


■  nmrki'ls,  mi  luruuni 
iiiicniii.liri,  Si.  Paul,  ■ 
'i.'  th..-  vt-ry  bi'.st.  III.'  r.'i 

w  i-]|     "win'.-n.'ii     «  Uli 


<  lands.    They  have  a  Sunday 


alrt'tidv  locnti 
.rnlay  sciioul  " 
and  11  rliuii'li  V 


I   Ml-' 


Paul,  beginning  , 


:.  p<'i-  nil  In  1 

ling  A..b.  ■■■■-- 

..  L-n-n  1  fsi  i'H 'in 

,'  ,,vr    u.lvrrli-fl    UUi'lt 

light  to  rfiad  10  St.  p""!x 
o-.d  for  an  davs  l>v  d«i>0HllinB 
at  St.  Paul.  'On  s.-i't.  f 'j^;; 
i  Milacf 


the  rouiidR?|lii,lbplus  m!"' 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

I  will  be   pleased  to  mall  a  IVee  aamP'J 
treatment  of  the  famous  Persian  Ta"1"  w 
to  every  reader  of  the   Messenger, 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  anf  "  v 
remedy     for     Chronic     Catarrh,    Hi" '  ' 
Ijiver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  Bneu 
tisin  •  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  only  *1,    A 
The   sample   treatment   cost*  »ottl«  «, 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  w       gii 
aflllcted   people.     It  will   be   sold  t«r    tjjfl 
agents.     Special   terms  to  readers  o 
■.-lesBenger  on  application.     Address 

OR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  On»i 

V\  Sol*  Ae,ot  tor  the  U0IH1I  tun* 
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->  EDITORIAL  +  MISCELLANY** 


A  strange  and  yet  interesting  story  comes  from 
Orange  County,  Ind.  Fifty-five  years  ago  a  little 
ten-year-old  girl  found  a  *'  land  terrapin  "  near  a 
pond,  and  cut  her  name  and  the  date  upon  its 
back.  Ten  years  later  she  found  the  same  terra- 
pin at  the  same  spot,  still  bearing  her  name.  As 
she  was  then  married  she  carved  her  new  name 
just  below  the  former.  After  twenty-two  years, 
when  she  had  married  the  second  time,  she,  while 
on  a  visit  to  the  home  of  her  childhood,  was  great 
ly  surprised  to  find  her  terrapin.  This  time  it 
became  necessary  for  her  to  record  her  new  n: 
just  below  the  other  two.  It  is  now  reported  that 
the  strange  little  animal  is  still  living  near  the 
same  pond,  bearing  upon  its  back  the  remarkable 
history  referred  to.  While  the  story  may  be  in 
teresting,  yet  it  is  more  important  to  consider  the 
necessity  of  us  bearing  about  in  our  bodies  the 
marks  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  we  may  be  known 
his  wherever  found. 


At  this  time  we  have  for  our  national  guest,  Li 
Hung  Chang,  the  greatest  statesman  with  which 
China  has  ever  been  blessed.  He  has  been  spend- 
*ng  some  months  visiting  the  leading  kingdoms 
of  the  world,  and  will  probably  spend  a  few  weeks 
Jn  the  United  States.  He  is  here  not  only  to  cul- 
tivate friendly  relations,  but  to  gain  information 
that  win  be  of  importance  to  his  own  empire, 
which,  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  excels  any 
Kingdom  in  the  world.  Not  only  so,  but  it  had  a 
civilization  with  arts  and  literature,  while  our  ances- 
tors were  yet  rude  barbarians  in  the  northern  part 
°r  Europe.  At  this  time  Li  Hung  Changs  age  is 
against  him,  for  he  is  past  seventy  years  old,  anc* 
cannot  expect  to  render  wise  service  to  his  peopl. 
much  longer.  Were  he  a  much  younger  man,  h< 
m'ght  bring  China  up  to  a  high  plane  of  develop 
ment,  and  soon   rank   her  among  the  civilized  pow 

•    China's   development,   however,  is  certain  t< 


ome,  in  course  of  time,  and  it  is  to  the  interest 
of  Christianity,  as  well  as  civilization,  that  the  mis- 

ionary  cause  there  be  given  more  than  ordinary 
attention.  Nearly  every  part  of  this  vast  empire 
11  soon  be  opened  up  to  missionaries,  and  they 
should  not  be  slow  to  enter  and  lay  a  solid  Chris- 
tian foundation  for  the  future  generations. 


The  Asiatic  cholera  is  rapidly  spreading  in 
Egypt,  and  some  think  that  our  own  country  is 
more  or  less  in  danger.  The  outbreaks  seem  to  be 
beyond  the  control  of  the  sanitary  authorities, 
For  more  than  nine  months  they  have  been  en- 
deavoring to  keep  it  within  narrow  limits,  but  it 
now  appears  to  have  the  start  of  them.  During  the 
last  week  of  July  and  the  first  week  of  August. 
2,900  deaths  are  said  to  have  occurred  from  the 
disease.  The  East  will  remain  a  source  of  great 
danger  until  it  can  be  brought  completely  under 
the  wise  influence  of  Christianity,  and  the  people 
can  be  taught  to  properly  and  intelligently  obey 
the  Gospel  of  cleanliness.  Filthiness  is  of  the 
devil  and  is  the  cause  of  most,  if  not  all  of  the 
pestilences  with  which  this  world  is  cursed.  As 
men  and  women  go  out  preaching  the  Gospel  they 
want  to  teach  the  people  to  keep  their  bodies  and 
premises  clear  as  well  as  their  souls.  There  is  to 
be  no  filth  in  the  New  Jerusalem,  whose  streets  are 
to  be  paved  with  pure  gold,  nor  ought  there  to  be 
any  here  where  it  is  possible  to  keep  things  clean, 


way.  In  times  past  the  Lord  made  an  extensive 
use  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  construction  of  the 
tabernacle  and  furniture  belonging  thereto.  The 
tabernacle,  though  forty-five  feet  long,  fifteen  feet 
wide  and  fifteen  feet  high,  was  entirely  overlaid 
with  gold  on  two  sides  and  one  end.  A  vast 
amount  of  silver  was  also  employed.  But  the  most 
elaborate  use  of  these  two  metals  was  in  the  con- 
struction of  Solomon's  temple  on  Mount  Moriah. 
Here  both  gold  and  silver  were  employed  by  the 
ton,  and  perhaps  no  finer  temple  was  ever  con- 
structed than  the  one  completed  by  Solomon,  as 
the  Lord  directed  him.  There  is,  however,  to  be  a 
more  extensive  use  of  gold  in  the  construction  of 
the  New  Jerusalem,  the  metropolis  of  Paradise,  for 
in  that  wonderful  city  all  the  streets  are  to  be 
paved  with  pure  gold. 


■  The  magnitude  of  the  railroad  business  in 
United  States  is  something  wonderful.  The  report 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1895,  has  just  been  made  pub 
lie.  From  this  it  is  seen  that  we  have  180,657.47 
miles  of  track,  or  236,894.26  miles,  adding  insid 
ings,  switches,  second  tracks,  etc.  The  increase 
of  track  during  the  year  was  a  little  less  than  2,000 
miles.  On  these  tracks  there  were  25,699  locomo- 
tives, and  1,170,561  cars,  which  carried  696,761,171 
tons  of  freight  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  58, 
874,618  tons  over  the  preceding  year.  There  were 
1,965  railway  corporations,  employing  785,034  em- 
ployees, with  capital  placed  at  £10,985,203,125,  or 
263,330  per  mile.  It  is  remarkable  that  of  all  this 
stock  seventy  per  cent  paid  no  dividend,  and  near- 
ly seventeen  per  cent  paid  no  interest  on  the  debts. 
The  number  of  passengers  carried  was  507,421,362, 
equal  to  nearly  1,400,000  a  day.  The  gross  earn- 
ings were  $1,075,371,462,  and  the  cost  of  operating 
$725,720,415.  The  fact  that  seventy  per  cent  of 
the  roads  paid  no  dividends,  and  that  seventeen 
per  cent  did  not  even  pay  the  interest  on  their 
debts,  shows  that  the  railroad  companies  are  not 
the  money-making  monopolies  that  some  people 
seem  to  think.  It  will  be  well  to  think  of  these 
things  before  denouncing  the  companies  in  un- 
measured terms.     Charity  thinketh  no  evil. 


It  requires  a  vast  amount  of  gold  and  silver  to 
run  a  world  like  this.  The  output  of  gold  for  the 
present  calendar  year  amounts  to  §225,000,000, 
while  the  silver  is  S226,ooo,ooo.  Of  the  gold  the 
United  States  production  is  put  down  at  upwards 
of  §50,000,000;  South  Africa,  S50,ooo,ooo;  Australia, 
548,000,000;  Russia,  532,000,000;  and  Mexico,  Sio,- 
000,000.  Of  the  silver,  the  United  States  coined  a 
little  less  than  S6,ooo,ooo,  while  Mexico  coined 
more  than  524,000,000,  being  the  largest  amount 
ascribed  to  any  country  in  the  world.  Great  Brit- 
ain coined  about  the  same  amount  as  the  United 
States  and  Germany— less  than  S2,ooo,ooo.  Most 
of  the  silver  mined  is  used  in  the  industrial  arts, 
and  not  a  small  amount  of  gold  is  used  in  the  same 


Can  the  Armenians  be  deported?  This  is  the 
question  propounded  by  the  Independent  in  an  able 
editorial.  Since  the  suffering  of  these  people  has 
become  so  great,  and  since  Turkey  seems  deter- 
mined on  destroying  the  entire  race,  it  becomes  a 
grave  question  what  should  be  done  to  relieve  their 
suffering  and  save  their  lives.  To  remove  them 
into  another  country  seems  utterly  out  of  the 
question.  They  are  too  numerous;  then  they  are 
poor,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  convince  most  of 
them  that  they  should  emigrate.  Thousands  have 
little  or  no  knowledge  of  another  country,  and 
would  hardly  know  how  to  make  a  living,  were 
they  to  be  given  homes  elsewhere.  To  colonize 
them  would  require  large  tracts  of  land;  then  they 
would  have  to  be  entirely  supported  lor  at  least 
one  year.  To  transport  them  would  cost  millions 
upon  millions  of  dollars.  To  get  the  news  to  them, 
and  convince  them  that  they  should  go,  would  re- 
quire the  work  of  thousands  of  agents  for  months. 
Beside  this,  Turkey  would  hardly  consent  to  their 
departure  short  of  a  threat  from  the  leading  pow- 
ers, and  even  then  might  throw  great  obstacles  in 
their  way.  

The  Independent  thinks  that  all  that  can  be  done 
at  this  time  is  for  the  Relief  Committee  to  continue 
to  aid  the  suffering,  and  establish  orphanages  at 
central  points  to  care  for  the  orphan  children  and 
keep  them  from  being  carried  off  by  the  Moham- 
medans. In  this  way  the  people  may  be  kept 
alive  and  their  interest  at  least  partly  protected, 
until  a  better  state  of  affairs.  The  present  con- 
dition in  Turkey,  it  seems,  cannot  long  continue. 
Either  anarchy  will  soon  step  in  and  compel  the 
powers  to  act,  or  the  powers  will  intervene  before- 
hand, to  prevent  the  anarchy  which  is  now  impend- 
ing. It  is  significant  that  Russia  has  had  occasion 
to  warn  the  Sultan,  since  the  coronation  ceremonies 
ended,  that  it  will  not  again  interpose  to  prevent 
intervention  of  Europe.  The  signs  of  the  impend- 
ing dissolution  are  many.  Law  is  practically  sus- 
pended throughout  the  country.  The  revenues  of 
the  Government  have  failed  to  the  degree  that 
provinces  which  have  been    hitherto  a  source  of 

pply,  are  now  clamoring  for  money  to  be  sent 
from  Constantinople  to  carry  on  the  Government. 
The  custom-houses  are    empty  and   do  not  yield 

tough  to  support  their  staff  of  officials.      The 

ldiers  are  unpaid  and  will  soon  be  desperate. 
Not  a  day  passes  without  murders,  even  in  the  cap- 
tal  city,  by  Mohammedans,  and  if  the  victim  is  a 
Christian,  the  murderer  goes  unpunished.     This  is 

terrible  condition  for  a  government  to  get  in- 
to, and  may  make  it  necessary  for  the  powers  to  act 
soon,  and  should  they  do  so,  it  is  likely  that  they 
will  make  thorough  work  of  it. 
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HE  TOOK  TIME  TO  DIE. 


Turkic  was  an  old  fellow  who  never  had  lime 
For  a  [resh  morning  look  at  Ihc  Volume  Sublime, 
Who  never  had  time  for  the  soil  hand  of  prayer 
To  smooth  out  the  wrinkles  of  labor  and  care, 
Who  could  not  find  time  for  that  service  most  sweet 
At  the  altar  of  home  where  the  dear  ones  all  meet, 
And  never  found  time  with  the  people  of  God 
To  learn  the  good  way  that  the  fathers  have  trod; 
Hut  he  found  time  to  die; 

Oh,  yes! 
He  found  time  to  die. 
This  busy  old  fellow,  too  busy  was  he 
I'o  linger  at  breakfast,  at  dinner,  or  tea. 
For  the  merry  small  chatter  of  children  and  wife, 
But  led  in  his  marriage  a  bachelor  life; 
Too  busy  for  kisses,  too  busy  for  play, 
No  time  to  he  loving,  no  time  to  be  gay, 
No  time  to  replenish  his  vanishing  health, 
Nu  time  to  enjoy  his  swift-gathering  wealth, 
Hut  he  found  time  to  die; 

He  found  time  lo  die! 
This  beautiful  world  had  no  beauty  for  him; 
Its  colors  were  black  and  its  sunshine  was  dim. 
No  leisure  for  woodland,  for  river,  or  hill, 
No  lime  in  his  life  just  to  think  and  be  still; 
No  time  for  his  neighbors,  no  time  for  his  friends, 
No  time  for  those  highest  immutable  ends 
Of  the  life  of  a  man  who  is  not  lor  a  day, 
But,  fur  worse  or  for  better,  forever  and  aye. 

Yet  he  found  time  to  die; 

He  found  time  to  die. 

—Harper's  Weekly. 

THE  OMNIPOTENCE  OF  FAITH. 

BY  C.  H.  11ALSHAUGH, 

My  Dear  Sister:— 

We  cannot  take  hold  of  God  with  our  hands. 
We  cannot  apprehend  him  even  with  our  souis. 
He  is  a  Spirit,  and  can  be  touched  only  by  spirit. 
"  The  world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God."  1  Cor.  1: 
21.  "It  pleased  God  by  the  foolishness  of  preach- 
ing to  save  them  that  believe."  Faith  is  not  mental 
but  spiritual.  "  The  tabernacle  of  witness  "  had 
court,  holy  place,  and  Most  Holy.  The  last  was 
the  home  of  God,  from  whence  he  controlled  the 
other  two  departments.  We  are  constituted  of 
body,  soul  and  spirit.  In  the  highest  is  the  exer- 
cise of  faith,  where  the  Holy  Ghost  dwells  and  ex- 
ercises dominion  over  our  entire  being.  God, 
faith,  salvation  are  correlates. 

"All  things  are  possible  with  God."  Omnipo- 
tence is  more  than  a  match  for  all  the  powers  of 
evil.  To  cease  from  overt  sin  is  one  thing;  but  to 
be  freed  from  the  very  nature  and  tendency  of  sin, 
is  much  deeper  and  more  radical.  We  find  that 
after  we  have  lost  all  desire  to  sin,  there  still  re- 
mains an  element  that  is  easily  kindled  by  provoca- 
tion into  sinful  thoughts  and  feelings.  God  has 
made  provision  in  Christ  that  this  hidden  essence 
of  evil  may  also  be  eradicated.  You  represent 
your  hunger  for  holiness  to  be  intense,  but  your 
sensitiveness  of  temper  often  gets  the  mastery  of 
you. 

In  1  Cor.  13:  5,  we  read:  "  Not  easily  provoked." 
The  original  does  not  contain  the  word  "  easily." 
It  simply  declares  that  exasperation  is  foreign  to 
love.  "GOD  IS  LOVE  "  and  cannot  be  "tempted 
with  evil."  1  John  4:  16,  and  James  1:  13.  Christ 
is  God  in  the  flesh  "  tempted  in  all  points  like  as 
we  are,  yet  without  sin,"     Heb'4:  15. 

It  is  the  office  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  conform  us 
to  the  character  of  Christ,  so  that  we  may  "be 
pure  even  as  he  is  pure."  1  John  3:  3.  Our  faith 
must  be  so  perfect  that  we  yield  our  whole  being 
to  the  ingress  and  dominion  and  abiding  presence 
of  Christ.  We  must  learn  to  drink  the  bitterest 
cup,  and,  in  perfect  resignation  and  filial  trust,  say, 
"  Even  as  thou  wilt,  O  my  Father." 

We  must  find  our  supreme  joy  in  the  will  of  God, 
even  if  it  be  prolonged  crucifixion.     Perfect  rest  in 


the  divine  wisdom  and  goodness  will  bring  perfect 
peace,  no  matter  what  our  outward  circumstances 
are.  The  believer  imports  the  joy  of  the  future  in- 
to the  present,  and  walks  In  the  light  and  blessed- 
ness of  the  tipper  world.  God  knows  how  much 
discipline  we  need  to  prepare  us  for  our  highest 
service  here  and  our  highest  beatitude  yonder. 

Suffering  is  no  diminution  of  the  joy  of  faith. 
"The  captain  of  our  salvation  was  made  perfect 
through  sufferings."  Heb.  2:11.  Read  also  Heb. 
5:  8,  and  see  what  glory  there  is  in  learning  the 
mystery  of  the  cross.     Also  Philpp.  3:  10. 

If  God  heals  your  body  perfectly,  trial  and  disci- 
pline will  come  in  some  other  form.  Through  con- 
flict we  grow  strong,  and  go  on  "  conquering,  and 
to  conquer."  Rev.  6:  2  and  1  Cor.  15:  57.  Rest  as- 
sured that  when  your  faith  is  ready  to  receive  it, 
God  will  seal  you  with  a  deep,  abiding  conscious- 
ness of  salvation.  Whatever  your  external  trials 
and  obstacles  may  be,  the  divine  incarnation  is  the 
preponderating  verity. 

Testify  for  Jesus  out  of  your  sense  of  his  indwell- 
ing as  naturally  and  constantly  as  you  breathe. 
Let  Christ  live  his  own  pure,  sweet  life  in  you 
through  the  gracious  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  so 
that  everybody  may  see  in  you  a  shining  duplicate 
of  Emmanuel.  The  Holy  Ghost  will  take  care  of 
your  body  to  the  glory  of  God.  The  infirmity  in 
Paul's  flesh  did  not  prevent  him  from  fulfilling  I 
Cor.  15:  10  and  2  Cor.  11:  23  to  31.  See  also  Gal. 
4:  14. 

Mighty  things  can  the  Holy  Spirit  accomplish  by 
feeble  instruments  through  faith.  Strive  to  become 
a  perfect  pattern  of  the  passive  beauty  delineated 
in  Col.  1:  11.  That  is  more  than  a  good  many  of 
our  most  distinguished  speakers  and  writers  have 
attained.  To  be  Godlike  means  capacity  for 
boundless  suffering  and  inexhaustible  forbearance. 
Nothing  stamps  the  image  of  God  so  deeply  in  the 
soul  as  the  "love  that  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind," 
and  yields  up  life  in  joyous  sacrifice  in  return  for 
evil.  This  is  the  great  end  God  contemplates  in 
the  Incarnation.     This  is  salvation. 

Now  is  your  opportunity,  beloved,  to  test  what  a 
glorious,  faithful,  all-sufficient  Friend  we  have  in 
Jesus.  Now  is  your  time  to  make  proof  of  the 
blessed  truth,  that  "  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that 
bclieveth."  Mark  9:  23.  Now  is  your  time  to  put 
into  practice  that  grand  but  neglected  command- 
ment in  Matt.  5:  44.  Now  you  can  show  to  men 
and  angels  how  much  Christ  is  in  you,  by  returning 
good  for 

to  do  all  this;  and  it  takes 
and  it  comprises  the  totali- 
The  Godman  will  give  you 
r  flesh,  and  earth,  and  hell. 
Do  not  for  a  moment  think  of  retaliation  under  the 
keenest  provocation. 

The  grace  of  Christ  is  equal  to  every  ordeal. 
The  Father  of  Mercies  will  put  his  everlasting 
arms  around  you,  and  bear  you  victoriously 
through  every  trial.  Rejoice,  according  to  1  Pet. 
4:  12,  13,  14.  You  are  now  in  the  furnace,  and  in 
due  time  you  will  come  out  like  burnished  gold  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  your  unspeakable  joy.  Cling 
to  Philpp.  4:  13  and  Rom.  8:  36,  37,  38,  39.  When 
the  problem  is  solved,  and  you  see  him  as  he  is, 
and  the  goal  is  reached,  your  Alleluia  will  only  be 
the  louder  and  sweeter  as  you  repeat  forever 
Rom.  8:  18. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 

CHIPS  FROM  THE  WORK-HOUSE. 

UY    DANIEL   VANIMAN. 

A  general  traveling  secretary,  who  is  liable  to 
get  almost  anywhere  among  the  churches,  must  be 
dull  indeed  if  he  don't  learn  some  things.  One 
very  curious  custom,  still  existing  in  several  sec- 
tions of  a  few  States,  has  recently  been  once  more 
observed,  and  considered  as  a  suitable  subject  for 
Chips.  The  custom  alluded  to  is  the  very  singular 
custom  of  feasting  on  funeral  occasions.  A  person 
dies,  and  then  follow  extensive  preparations  to 
feed  scores  of  people  and  horses  at  the  funeral. 


It  takes  a  Christia 
faith  to  be  a  Christie 
ty  of  life  to  believe 
power  to  triumph 


The  first  occasion  was  in  a  town,  and  as  th 
was  not  convenient  room  at  the  house  of  th.  /' 
ceased,  arrangements  were  made  to  feed  the  pc    ?" 
at  the  church.     The  extensive  baking  and  cook 
during  this   hot  August   weather  was,  to  say  ,v 
least,  hard  on  the  cooks. 

The  second  instance  was  the  funeral  of  a  ch'M 
less   than   six   months    old.     Time  for  mee 
the  house,  9:  30;  at  the  church,  10 


9  o'clock  some 


seen  eating  at  a  table 


ailed, 


eettng  a[ 
Before 
set  for 


assembled 


the    occasion,     but    bein 

around  the  little  corpse.  After  a  word  of  exhor 
tation  and  prayer  the  little  body  was  laid  away 
in  the  graveyard  near  the  churchhouse.  Then 
they  went  to  the  meetinghouse  for  the  funeral  dis- 
course, and  then  back  to  the  house,  where,  at  a 
long  table  under  a  row  of  cherry  trees,  were  seated 
upwards  of  forty  at  one  time,  the  writer  included. 

Looking  around  one  could  see  on  the  table 
bread,  meat,  butter,  apple  butter  and  other  spreads 
potatoes,  cabbages,  pickles,  red  beets,  four  kinds 
of  excellent  pies  and  sweet  cakes, — such  as  these 
good  cooks  know  how  to  make, — coffee,  sugar, 
cream,  various  kinds  of  fruit,  etc. 

Well,  certainly  everybody  was  welcome,  and  no- 
body hungry  after  such  a  dinner.  Then  followed 
a  general  social  time  among  friends  from 
tance,  as  well  as  neighbors  nearer  home.  Old 
settlers  say  this  has  always  been  the  custom, 
These  Chips  say,  "  How  singular!  "  It  is  a  curious 
combination  and  also  an  unnecessary  burden  on 
the  already-afflicted  family,  especially  where  it  can- 
not well  be  afforded.  It  is  burdensome,  at  best, 
on  the  cooks,  this  exceedingly  warm  weather,  and 
inconvenient  in  cold  weather.  These  Chips  say, 
•'  Where  is  the  necessity?  " 

Some  say,  there    is   neither  cornmon    sense   nor 
necessity  for  such  a  custom,  but  how  can  we  get 
rid  of  it?     It  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  one 
does  not  like  to  be  considered  too  stingy  to  feed 
the  people  and  the  horses  in  the  customary  way  J 
These  Chips  say,  "  Let  all  who  have  settled   cor   ij 
victions    against    it,  pull    out    for  -tome  as  on  otli^r^ 
meeting    occasions,     or,      where    necessary,    brinr/" 
something  along  for  themselves  and  horses,  or  go 
home  with  neighbors,   like    other  people    do  over 
nearly   the   whole    United    States,    and    soon    thr 
senseless,  burdensome  custom  will  be  no  more. 

Forty  years  ago  it  was  customary  to  have  the 

mng  people  of  the  neighborhood  to  come  to- 
gether and  sit  up  all   night  with  the  dead,  one  or 

ore  nights,  until  things  were  arranged  for  the 
funeral.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  they  need- 
ed something  to  eat.  The  writer  remembers  being 
at  such  senseless,  unnecessary  wakes,  where  there 
were  more  than  thirty  young  people  present  before 
twelve  o'clock.  Then  some  would  go  home,  but  al- 
ways some  of  them  would  sit  up  with  the  dead  all 
night.  We  were  taught  that  this  was  a  necessary 
duty  and  believed  it,  until  we  found  out  it  was  un- 
necessary and  then  we  quit  it. 


THE  BALTIMORE  CHILDREN. 


Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto"  one  of  the  least  0 
these." — Matt.  25:40. 

Having  made  several  trips  recently  through  the 
Valley  of  Virginia,  the  above  portion  of  Scripture 
has  been  called  to  my  mind  very  often,  by  the  noble 
work  the  brethren  and  sisters  are  doing  for  hun- 
dreds of  little  children  who  are  sent  out  by  the 
Christian  men  and  women  of  Baltimore,  who  have, 
what  they  call,  "  The  Children's  Fresh  Air  Society 
of  Baltimore,"  to  try  to  give  a  few  of  the  poo' 
children  of  that  great  city  a  two  weeks'  vacation  t» 
the  country  during  the  summer  months,  when  t  e 
narrow  alleys  and  small,  close  rooms  are  unbear- 
able, day  and  night. 

Friday,  July  31,  Eld.  S.  F.  Sanger  and  a  commit"* 
of  brethren  and  sisters  from  the  Valley  of  Virgin' 
left  Baltimore  on  a  special  train  with  285  of  these  U 
tie  ones,  ranging  from  five  to  twelve  years  of  »8e- 
This  matter  had  been  thoroughly  canvassed  amo  6 
the  Brethren  around  Bridgewater,  Dayton,  " 
risonburg,    and    other   points.    Various    ones 
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agreed  to  take  some  of  these    children,  each  one 

designating  how  many  and  whether  boys  or  girls 

d  had  sent  in  their  names  to  these  noble  Christian 

orkers  in   Baltimore,  who  have  had  this  work  in 

hand  every  summer  since  1890.^  They  gathered  the 

children   together  and  tagged  each  child  with  its 

and  parents'  address  in  the  city,  and  also  the 

signed. 


of    the 


,  and  try 
are  do- 
by  tak- 


name  01  "><=  »"*  «•-  *vhom  they  were 
Then  these  Christian  workers  purchased 
railroad  tickets  for  the  children  and  started  them 
off  in  the  charge  of  this  committee  of  our  Brethren. 
1  grand  sight,  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  at 
I  Harrisonburg,  Dayton  and  Bridgewater,  to  see  our 
rhole-souled  brethren  and  sisters  welcoming  these 
ttle  strangers,  and  loading  them  into  their  wagons, 
ar  a  trip  out  into   the  country  for  a  two  weeks' 

Many  (in  fact  nearly  all)   of  these  children  had 

ever  been  out   of  the  City  of  Baltimore  and  had 

(never  seen  a  cow,  a  pig,  a  calf,  or  a  sheep,  and  how 

country   children    did  laugh   when   they  took 

„•  little  visitors  out  to  the  barnyards,  and  heard 

questions   and   remarks.     We  will  leave  this 

[for  the  imagination  of  the  reader  to  fill 

realize  what  a  great  work  our  Brethren 

,   and  what  seed  they   may  be  sowing, 

these   dear   little    children,   from    their  homes 

of  poverty  and   squalor,  in   the   alleys    of  a  large 

city,  to  the  broad,  open  country,  and  large,   airy 

country  houses,  and  then  having  them  join  around 

the  family  altar  each  day,  and  attend  Sunday  school 

ch, —  many  of  them,   probably  for  the  first 

[time  in  their  lives.     If   our  Brethren,    throughout 

this  great  United  States,  who  live  near  the"  large 

cities,  could  have  seen  this  sight,  and  then  one  week 

later  visit  many  of  the  little  ones  (as  the  writer  did) 

the  country  homes  where'they  were  visitors  and 

:  them  going  to  church  and  Sunday  school  with 

the  Brethren,    methinks    it   would   warm  up   their 

hearts,  and  instigate  them  to  follow  the  example  of 

our  Virginia  Brethren.     This  is  not  the  first  season 

r  Brethren  have  done  this,  nor  is  it  the  only  time 

last   Sunday,   both    after 

iurch  and  Sunday  school,  at  both  the    Dayton  and 

\parber  churches,   many  handed  in  their  names 

of  children  they  would  take  from 

^shipment  to  be  made  Friday,  Aug.  14. 

>e  Christian  workers  in  Baltimore  say  they 
10  one  section  of  country  that  so  nobly  re- 
;  to  the  call  as  do  our  Brethren  in  the  Valley 
)f  Virginia.  We  do  not  wish  the  readers  to  think 
hat  all  this  good  is  being  done  by  the  three  towns 
entioned,  for  our  Brethren  all  through  the  Valley 
e  working  in  the  same  line,  but  these  points  came 
lder  our  personal  observation  and  may  all,  who 
lave  so  nobly  come  forward  to  assist  these  little 
tfhen  their  work  is  done  here  below,  and  they 
jo  to  meet  the  Master,  hear  him  say  in  the  words  of 
Scripture  at  the  head  of  this  article,  "  Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
ny  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
42  South  Third  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


THE  WEEK-DAY  OF  THE  CRUCIFIXION  OF  CHRIST. 

BY    I,    J.    ROSENBERGER. 

We  sometimes  allow  writers  or  speakers  by  their 
nere  statements  to  mould  our  opinions  on  some 
lubJectsf  though  there  be  rumblings  of  discord 
on£  the  line.  The  foregoing  has  been  my  expen- 
se upon  the  subject  heading  this  article.  The 
lew  I  have  entertained,  without  special  examina- 
>on,  has  been  that  Christ  was  crucified  on  Friday, 
more  careful  investigation  I  have  changed  my 
pws,  and  have  taken  up  my  pen  to  affirm  the  prop- 
ortion that  Christmas  crucified  on  Thursday. 

Ur  reasons  in  support  of  the  foregoing  proposi- 
'■  are  as  follows: 

he     v,AS  J°nah  was  three  days  and  three  nights  in 
whale's  belly,  so  shall  the  Son  of  man  be  three 
ysand  three  n-ghts  .n   the  ^^  of  the  eafth  „ 
|«.  i2:  40 

^    's  conceded  universally  that  Christ  arose  from 
lencgrave  on  Sunday,  the  first  day  of  the   week; 
uPon  this  we  spend  no  further  time. 


The  text  quoted  is  the  words  of  Christ  himself, 
and  needs  no  comment.  It  is  as  plain  as  A  B  C, 
that  if  Christ  was  "  three  days  and  three  nights  "  in 
the  grave  and  arose  on  Sunday,  then,  starting  on 
Sunday  and  counting  back  "  three  days  and  three 
nights,"  will  give  the  unmistakable  date  of  Christ's 
crucifixion  and  burial;  via.,  Thursday.  To  say  that 
Christ  was  crucified  on  Friday,  would  only  allow 
Christ  in  the  grave  two  nights  and  two  days  ap- 
proximately. This  position  clearly  opposes  the 
plain  words  of  Christ,  hence  it  is  not  a  safe  position  to 
take.  I  call  the  proof  given  above,  our  Gibraltar 
of  evidence.  It  places  our  proposition  at  a  point 
that  is  impregnable.  It  simply  proves  our  proposi- 
tion; other  proofs  are  merely  inductive.  It  is  not 
good  to  try  to  bend  plain  texts  to  meet  those  not  so 
plain;  but  it  is  good  policy  to  seek  to  harmonize 
texts  not  so  plain  with  texts  that  are  plain, — unmis- 
takable.    We  shall  pursue  the  latter  course. 

2.  After  Christ's  resurrection  he  drew  near  to  two 
of  his  disciples  journeying  to  Emmaus;  but  "their 
eyes  were  holden  that  they  should  not  know  him." 
Upon  his  inquiry  they,  with  some  degree  of  surprise, 
related  some  of  the  circumstances  of  the  life  and 
death  of  this  Jesus.  On  this  they  then  commented: 
"  But  we  trusted  that  it  had  been  he  which  should 
have  redeemed  Israel;  and  besides  all  this,  to-day 
is  the  third  day  since  these  things  were  done." 
Luke  24:21.  If  that  day, — Sunday, — was  "the 
third  day  since  these  things  were  done;  "  then  Sat- 
urday would  have  been  the  second  day,  "  since 
these  things  were  done"  ;  and  Friday  would  have 
been  the  first  day  "  since  these  things  were  done." 
If  Friday  was  the  first,  or  one  day  "since  these 
things  were  done,"  then  the  things  done,  were  done 
the  day  before — or  Thursday,  hence  Christ  was 
crucified  on  Thursday. 

3.  Christ  taught  his  disciples,  saying,  "  The  Son 
of  man  must  suffer  many  things  and  be  rejected  of 
the  elders  and  the  chief  priests  and  scribes,  and  be 
slain,  and  be  raised  the  third  day."  Luke  9:  22. 
The  language,  "  the  third  day,"  "  after  three  days," 
etc,  is  used  repeatedly  by  Christ  and  the  apostles, 
in  referring-  to  the  time  of  Christ's  resurrection  after 
his  burial.  They  mean  the  same  thing  and  clearly 
mean  three  full  days,  or  "three  days  and  three 
nights."  If  Christ  would  have  been  crucified  on 
Saturday,  and  rose  on  Sunday,  we  would  naturally 
say  that  he  rose  in  one  day  or  the  first  day  after  he  was 
crucified.  If  he  had  been  crucified  on  Friday,  wc 
would  say  He  rose  the  second  day  or  in  two  days 
after  he  was  crucified.  But  the  proof  texts  say, 
"  He  rose  the  third  day,"  or  "  after  three  days." 
Therefore  Christ  must  have  been  crucified  on  Thurs- 
day and  not  on  Friday. 

4.  Again;  it  is  evident  that  Christ  was  crucified  on 
the  preparation  day  of  the  passover.  ■  John  19:  14 
plainly  says,  "It  was  the  preparation  of  the  pass- 
over,  and  about  the  sixth  hour."  In  verse  31,  same 
chapter,  John  says:  "  The  Jews,  therefore,  because 
it  was  the  preparation  that  the  bodies  should  not 
remain  upon  the  cross  on  the  Sabbath  day,  (for 
that  Sabbath  day  was  an  high  day)  besought  Pilate 
that  their  legs  might  be  broken,  and  that  they 
might  be  taken  away."  "The  preparation,"  the 
work  of  the  fourteenth,  consisted  in  putting  away 
all  leaven  out  of  their  houses,  in  preparing  the  un- 
leavened bread  for  the  feast  and  the  killing  of  the 
lamb.  As  seen  in  the  text  quoted,  the  day  follow- 
ing the  crucifixion  was  a  Sabbath.  Turn  to  Ex.  12: 
16;  Lev.  23:  7,  and  we  see  that  the  first  day  of  the 
feast,  the  fifteenth,  was  "a  day  of  holy  convoca- 
tion," in  which  no  work  was  done;  hence,  a  sab- 
bath, a  paschal  annual  Sabbath,  "  a  high  day," 
hence  not  their  weekly  sabbath. 

This  is  made  further  plain  when  we  remember 
that  the  word  "  Sabbath,"  in  Matt.  28:  1,  in  the 
Greek  is  plural,  "  After  the  Sabbaths,  to  the  dawn- 
ing into  the  first  day  of  the  week,  came  Mary  Mag- 
dalene," etc.,  showing  that  there  was  a  group,  a 
number  of  Sabbaths  that  came  together  in  that 
week.  Now  notice;  as  we  have  seen,  Christ  was 
crucified  on  Thursday,  the  preparation  day  of  the 
feast,  the  fourteenth;  following  the  fourteenth  was 
the  fifteenth, — the  first  day  of  the  feast,  which,  as 
we  have  seen,  was  a  day  of  holy   convocation, — a 


Sabbath.  Saturday  was  the  weekly  Sabbath, 
hence  on  Sunday  morning, — the  morning  of  Christ's 
resurrection, — with  what  fitness  could  Matthew 
say:  "  After  the  Sabbaths,"  etc.,  according  to  the 
Greek  text! 

5,  Our  proposition  is  made  further  plain  by 
tracing  the  daily  events  in  the  work  and  life  of 
Christ,  during  passion  week.  It  is  again  conceded 
by  all  Bible  readers  that  Christ's  triumphantly  en- 
tering Jerusalem  on  a  colt,  amid  acclamations  of 
joy,  was  on  Sunday,  the  first  day  of  the  week.  It  is 
sometimes  called  "  1'alm  Sunday."  Mark  11:  1-11 
describes  Christ  as  entering  Jerusalem  amid  the 
joyous  throng,  and  entering  the  temple,  and  gazing 
upon  the  unholy  scene  within  the  temple.  Verse 
11  also  refers  to  Christ  going  to  Bethany  for  lodg- 
ing. This  was  Sunday  night.  Verse  12  represents 
Christ  returning  to  Jerusalem  on  Monday  morning 
and  cursing  the  fig  tree.  Verse  15  represents 
Christ  on  Monday  entering  the  temple  and  cleans- 
ing it. 

In  verse  19,  Christ,  on  Monday  evening,  went  out 
of  the  city  again  for  lodging.  Verse  20  tells  us 
that  he  returned  on  Tuesday  morning  and  gazed 
upon  the  withered  fig  tree.  Verse  27  tells  us  that 
on  Tuesday  they  came  again  to  Jerusalem  and 
Christ  continued  his  talk  in  the  temple,  which  in- 
cludes chapter  12.  In  chapter  13:  1,  on  Tuesday, 
Christ  went  out  of  the  temple,  and  in  13:  3,  he 
sat  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives  and  recited  chapter 
13.  At  the  close  of  Tuesday,  chapter  14,  Christ 
says:  "  After  two  days  was  the  feast  of  the  passov- 
er and  of  unleavened  bread." 

Let  us  count.  One  day  would  bring  us  to 
Wednesday  afternoon  or  evening;  and  two  days 
would  take  us  to  Thursday  afternoon  or  evening. 
Then,  if  the  feast  was  next  day,  which  began  that 
evening,  according  to  the  ancient  count  of  time, 
then  that  day  must  have  been  the  preparation  day, 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  v/as  Thursday,  the  day  on 
which  Christ  was  crucified.  The  lamb  was  to  be 
slain  that  day, — the  fourteenth,— and  eaten  that 
night,  the  night  of  the  fifteenth,  and  with  the  fif- 
teenth began  the  seven-day  feast  of  unleavened 
bread.  The  first  and  last  of  those  days  were  holy 
convocations, — Sabbaths.  As  they  had  two  conse- 
cutive Sabbaths  at  the  beginning  of  the  feast,  they 
would  have  two  consecutive  Sabbaths  at  the  close 
of  that  feast  in  that  year, — four  Sabbaths  within 
nine  days.  The  law  of  the  passover  is  given  thus, 
"  In  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month  at  even 
is  the  Lord's  passover.  And*  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  the  same  month  is  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread 
unto  the  Lord:  Seven  days  ye  must  eat  unleavened 
bread.  In  the  first  day  ye  shall  have  an  holy  con- 
vocation: Ye  shall  do  no  servile  work  therein." 
Lev.  23:  5-7.  Remember,  the  Iamb  was  slain  the 
fourteenth  and  eaten  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth, 
the  days  ending  and  beginning  at  sundown  ac- 
cording to  ancient  count  of  time. 

Mark  11:  15  testifies  that  Christ  cleansed  the 
temple  on  Monday,  while  Matt.  21:  12  and  Luke 
19:  4  state  that  Christ  cleansed  the  temple  on  Sun- 
day, the  day  of  his  triumphant  entry.  I  give  full 
credit  for  each  statement.  Mark  simply  states 
what  Matthew  and  Luke  omit  to  tell  while  Matthew 
and  Luke  tell  what  Mark  omits.  Nothing  incon- 
sistent to  accept  of  what  they  all  say,  that  is,  that 
Christ  cleansed  the  temple  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day. Luke  and  John  fail  to  specify  Christ  going 
out  of  the  city  each  evening  for  lodging  during 
passion  week  before  his  crucifixion.  Matthew 
names  Sunday  evening  only,  while  Mark  is  clear 
in  pointing  out  each  day's  work  during  passion 
week.  I  again  take  what  they  all  say  as  the  com- 
plete history.  Hence  I  close  as  I  began,  that 
Christ  was  crucified  on  Thursday  and  not  on  Friday. 


CHURCH  ORDINANCES.— WHY  ? 

BV  D.  L.  FORNEY. 

In  Two  Parts.— Part  One. 

Man,  as  he  is  created,  possesses  both  material 
and  spiritual  powers.  While,  to  worship  God 
acceptably,  he  must  worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth, 
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his  spiritual  nature  calls  upon  his  bodily  powers  as 
the  instrument  through  which  to  express  the  in- 
ward conditions  and  feelings  of  the  heart.  For 
example,  in  prayer  or  supplication  the  bodily  pow- 
ers are  naturally  called  into  action  in  voice  and 
posture.  Solomon,  in  his  prayer  at  the  dedication 
of  the  temple,  kneeled  before  all  the  congregation 
of  Israel  and  spread  forth  his  hands  toward  heaven. 
2  Chron.  6:  13.  It  was  a  swelling  forth  of  the  in- 
ward emotions  of  the  heart  in  a  visible  and  audible 
way. 

Again,  man  naturally  takes  hold  of  some  tangi- 
ble means  by  which  to  commemorate  any  import- 
ant event  or  fact  of  life.  Noah,  on  his  release  from 
the  ark,  builded  an  altar  and  offered  sacrifices  to 
the  Lord.  Jehovah,  at  the  same  time,  knowing 
perfectly  man's  nature,  sets  the  bow,  as  a  visible 
sign  or  token,  in  the  heavens,  to  remind  him  of 
God's  dealings  with  man. 

Abraham,  on  his  arrival  at  Bethel,  builded  an 
altar  to  the  Lord  to  commemorate  thus  far  the 
fulfillment  of  God's  promises  to  him.  Jacob 
wrestled  with  the  angel  by  which,  after  so  severe  a 
contest,  he  secured  the  blessing,  and,  in  commem- 
oration of  the  event,  called  the  place  Peniei. 

All  these  memorials  were  designed  or  erected 
without  any  specific  command  of  God,  so  far  as  we 
are  able  to  know,  but  were  the  natural  expression 
of  man's  nature,  in  striving  to  take  hold  of  some- 
thing by  which  to  remember  the  fact  or  event 
noted. 

For  this  same  reason  do  we  now  have  Christmas, 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide.  For  this  same  reason 
does  our  nation  observe  February  22,  July  4,  and 
similar  days.  The  Lord  knowing  exactly  man's 
nature  and  man's  need,  took  occasion  to  establish 
in  his  church  certain  ordinances  of  a  fitting  nature 
by  which  to  keep  certain  things  before  the  minds  of 
his  people. 

Among  his  ancient  people  the  first  ordinance  in 
its  true  sense  is  that  of  circumcision.    This  rite,  en- 
acted by  special  command  of  God,  was  instituted 
for  a  special  purpose  in  that  it  designated  the  cov- 
enant people  of  God  and  set  them  apart  as  a  chosen 
possession.     The  rite  itself  was  not  a  meaningless 
form  but  had  a  significance  which  only  those  who 
were  spiritually  minded, — those  who  were  children 
of  faith,— could  comprehend.     In  later  times  God 
instituted  the  passover,  to  be  observed  as  an  ordi- 
nance through  all  the  generations  of  Israel.     It  was 
instituted  by  the  direct  command  of  God  for  a  spe- 
cific purpose,  and  to  be  observed  in  a  specific  man- 
ner by  alt  of  God's  people,  nor  was  it  without  mean- 
ing or  significance.     It  was  designed  to  call  to  mind 
the  escape  from  Egyptian  bondage,  the  birth-night 
of  a  nation,  and  while  the  sword  of  the  death-angel 
was  doing  its  work  among  the  unfaithful  ones  of  Is- 
rael, as  well  as  among  her  enemies,  the  faithful  ob- 
servance of  God's  command  on  this  occasion  se- 
cured to  true  Israel  immunity  from  the  death-de- 
cree.    It   was   necessary,   therefore,   in   order   that 
they  do  not  forget  their  wonderful   deliverance  and 
him   who   delivered    them,    that    a    monument   be 
erected,  not  of  marble  or  stone,  for  that  time  would 
crumble,  but,  by  a  fitting  form  of  service,  such  as 
the  faithful  observance  of  the   Passover  secured  to 
them.     While  in  this  ordinance  there  were  various 
features  in  which  it  was  only  a  type  of  something 
yet  in  the  future,  its   full   meaning  could   not  be 
known  until  Christ,  the  Antitype,  came  to  fulfill  the 
type.     It  was  enough  for  Israel,  however,  that  they 
observe  it  as  a  reminder  of  what  God  had  done  for 
them  in  the  past.     The  Lord  had  a  design  in  all  of 
these  things  for  his  people  and  it  is  their  duty  to 
reach  it,  so  far  as  possible.     So  with  the  ordmances 
God  has  instituted  in  his  church  to-day.     They  are 
full  of  meaning  to  the  faithful  child  of  God  at  pres- 
ent, but  their  entire  significance  cannot  be  known 
until  the  type  is  lost  in  the  reality. 

What,  then,  might  be  asked,  is  a  church  ordi- 
nance, and  what  is  the  relation  of  the  child  of  God 
to  these  ordinances?  Briefly  defined  a  church  ordi- 
nance is  a  fitting  form  of  Divine  service,  by  which 
the  believer  is  brought  nearer  to  Christ  through 
obedience  to  his  word. 


Neither  in  nature  nor  in  grace 
chance  products.  No  useless,  meaningless,  insigni- 
ficant forms  exist  in  either  realm.  God  does  not 
ask  his  children  to  observe  a  senseless  and  unrea- 
sonable law  or  ordinance  having  no  design  or  pur- 
pose, nor  does  he,  because  he  is  Supreme  Ruler,  en- 
join oppressive  laws  upon  his  children  as  do  some- 
times the  potentates  of  earth. 

Paul  calls  it  a  "reasonable"  service,  Nothing 
unreasonable,— unjust,— in  all  of  God's  demands. 
The  ordinances  of  the  house  of  God  are  therefore 
fitting  types  of  what  they  are  designed  to  repre- 
sent. 

Furthermore,  an  ordinance,  to  be  obligatory  upon 
the  children  of  God,  must  be  of  divine  origin.  No 
man-made  law,  apart  from  the  authority  of  God's 
Word,  possesses  the  quality  of  moral  obligation  that 
God's  Word  itself  does.  To  observe  God's  ordi- 
nances man  thereby  secures  the  attendant  blessings, 
while  a  failure  to  observe  necessarily  brings  the  dis- 
pleasure of  God.  The  more  faithfully  he  observes 
them,  the  nearer  is  his  approach  to  Christ,  the  more 
like  Christ  he  becomes.  Being  equally  of  Divine 
origin,  they  are  not  elective,  that  is,  not  given  to 
man  to  choose  from  a  given  number  which  he  will 
or  will  not  observe;  nor  are  they  substitutional,  that 
some  other  form  of  service  may  take  their  place. 


THE  LAW  OF  DIVORCE. 


BY   S.   Z.   SHARP. 

A  full  and  exhaustive  investigation  of  the  law 
of  divorce  must  take  into  consideration; 

1.  The  original  and  general  law  of  God  and  of 
nature,  enacted  at  the  time  of  creation. 

2.  The  special  law  of  Moses,  as  in  force  just  after 
the  delivery  of  Israel  from  Egyptian  bondage. 

3.  The  observance  of  the  same  Mosaic  law,  as  in- 
terpreted by  the  Jewish  schools  of  Shammai  and  of 
Hillel  in  the  days  when  Christ  was  on  earth. 

4.  The  law,  as  laid  down  by  Christ,  and  explained 
by  Paul. 

1.  The  clear  and  emphatic  language  found  in  Gen. 
2:  24  implies  that  the  intimate  relation  between  par- 
ents and  children  shall  be,  to  some  extent,  lessened, 
by  two  persons  entering  the  state  of  matrimony  and 
forming  a  union  so  close,  that  each  supplementing 
the  other,  "  they  shall  be  one  flesh." 

Tnere  is  no  provision  made  by  this  law  for  any 
possible  or  accidental  separation  of  husband  and 
wife,  except  by  death. 

There  is  nothing  said  of  any  divorce  during  the 
antediluvian  age,  a  period  covering  1656  years;  nor 
that  any  of  the  patriarchs,  known  as  "the  children 
of  God,"  during  that  age,  had  more  than  one  wife. 
The  only  polygamist  who  was  also  a  murderer,  was 
Lamech  oi  the  wicked  tribe  of  Cain. 

The  law  of  nature  interdicts  polygamy  being  prac- 
ticed by  all  men,  by  making  the  number  of  males 
and  females  nearly  equal.  The  law  against  polyga- 
my is  equally  strong  against  divorce  in  Gen.  2:  24, 
"The  twain  shall  be  one  flesh." 

2.  The  statutory  law  given  by  Moses  was  for  the 
special  benefit  of  the  Israelites  and  abrogates 
neither  the  law  of  God,  given  at  the  beginning,  nor 
the  law  given  by  Christ  later  on.  To  understand 
why  Moses  gave  so  much  liberty  to  the  Israelites, 
we  must  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  this 
"  peculiar  people  "  had  been  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  under  the  influence  of  an  idolatrou*  na- 
tion and  were  morally  in  a  very  low  condition.  Al- 
so, that  it  required  forty  years  of  training  in  the 
wilderness,  apart  from  all  other  nations,  to  prepare 
them  for  citizenship  in  the  promised  land,  and  many 
privileges  had  to  be  granted  them  when  a  more 
rigorous  law  would  have  proved  a  failure;  hence 
polygamy  was  not  abolished,  however  harmful  it 
was  to  David  and  to  Solomon,  and  divorce  for  trif- 
ling causes  was  as  readily  granted  as  the  practice  of 
polygamy.  Christ,  in  stating  his  law  on  this  subject, 
places  it  in  strong  contrast  with  the  law  of  Moses,  as 
interpreted  at  this  time,  as  may  be  seen  in  Matt.  5: 
31.  32. 

The  law  on  which  the  Jews  based  their  authority 
for  granting  a  divorce  is  found  in  Deuteronomy  24; 


1.  "When  a  man  hath  taken  a  wife,  and  m-^ 
her,  and  it  come  to  pass  that  she  find  no  favo^ 
his  eyes,  because  he  has  found  some  uncleanl"  ^ 
in  her:  then  let  him  write  her  a  bill  of  divorcer*^ 
and  give  it  in  her  hand,  and  send  her  out  of? 
house."  The  Pharisees  construed  this  law  as  a  " 
mand.  Christ  says  Moses  suffered  them  to  Qm 
divorce  because  of  the  "hardness  of  their  hearts"* 

Examining  this  law  carefully  and  comparing \ 
with  the  laws,  concerning  adultery  and  fornication 
we  find 

(a)  There  is  no*  allusion  made  in  this  law  co 
cerning  either  adultery  or  fornication,— it  is  man 
for  such  as  "  find  no  favor  in  the  eyes  of  their  W 
bands"  or  for  "  some  uncleanliness,"  doubtless  f0 
some  bodily  disease,  no  matter  how  virtuous  tb 
wife  may  have  been. 

Whether  to.  save  a  wife  from  the  cruel  treatment 
of  a  hating  husband  or  for  some  other  reason,  it  j« 
evident  that  it  was  neither  for  adultery  nor  fornica- 
tion that  this  law  granted  a  divorce,  since  both 
these  crimes  were  met  by  other  laws. 

(6)  Under  the  Mosaic  law  no  provision  was  ever 
made  for  a  divorce  in  case  of  adultery.  The  penal- 
ty  was  death  and  not  simply  a  divorce.  "The 
adulterer  and  adulteress  shall  be  surely  put  t0 
death."     Lev.  20:  10;  Deut.  22:  22. 

(c)  A  woman  after  being  betrothed,  consenting 
to  another  man,  was  subjected  to  the  death  penalty 
just  the  same  as  an  unfaithful  wife,  since  a  betroth' 
al  among  the  Israelites  is  said  to  have  been  held 
binding  as  a  marriage  contract.  The  law  on  this 
point  is  found  in  Deut.  22:  23-24. 

(d)  A  man  finding   a  betrothed    damsel 
field,  and  forcing  her,  was  put  to  death,  and  thi 
sel  was  blameless.     Deut.  22:  25,  26. 

(g)  A  man  forcing  a  damsel  not  betrothed,  w 
compelled  to  pay  her  father  fifty  shekels  of  silver  or 
marry  her.  If  married  he  could  never  be  divorced 
from  her.     Deut.  22:  28,  29. 

3  {a)  At  the  time  Christ  was  upon  earth  "h<* 
seem  to  have  been  two  schools  of  theology  ai.  M 
the  Jews,— one  headed  by  Shammai,  the  otheH 
Hillel.  The  former  placed  a  strict  constructionp- 
on  Deut.  24:  1.  The  latter  gave  great  license  in 
matters  of  divorce.  Whether  the  Pharisees  meant 
to  entangle  Christ  between  these  two  schools,  we 
can  only  guess.  At  any  rate  they  put  the  question 
to  Christ  from  the  standpoint  of  Hillel,  when  they 
asked,  "  Is  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  put  away  a  wife 
for  every  cause?"  This  certainly  refers  to  some- 
thing besides  adultery  and  fornication. 

(6)  In  the  case  of  a  woman  accused  of  adultery 
before  Christ,  John  8:  3,  it  is  clear  that  death  and 
not  divorce  was  the  penalty  attached  by  Moses, 
conceded  to  be  such  by  the  Pharisees,  and  allowed 
to  be  such  by  Christ,  on  this  condition  that," he 
that  is  without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a 
stone  at  her." 

4.  The  law  on  this  subject,  given  by  Christ,  ij 
first  found  in  Matt.  5:  31,  "It  hath  been  said, 
Whosoever  shall  put  away  his  wife,  let  him  give  her 
a  writing  of  divorcement.  "  The  law  is  in  strong 
contrast  with  the  law  of  Moses  as  observed  by  tw 
Jews.     It  provides 

(a)  That  a  man  could  not  put  away  his  wife  saw 
for  the  cause  of  fornication,  whatever  that  w°r 
means,  which  will  be  considered  further  on, 

(b)  He  who  puts  away  his  wife  except  for  * j 
one  cause  specified,  "causes   her  to  commit  a 
tery."     This  is  an  important  point,  too  often  0  J 
looked  by  those  who  claim  that  "the  in«ocent,Pth( 
ty"   may   marry  again   during  the  "<< 
other  party.     When  a  husband  puts  away 
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„  away  her  husband  and  be  married  to  an- 

f  Psh=  committeth  adultery."     Mark  10:  ,,,  12. 

T    this  add  what  is  said  in  Matt.  5:  32,  and  it 

.„°be  seen  that  when  the  wife  who  was  innocent, 

'"  t  away,  marries  again,  she  commits  adult- 

"s  well  as  the  man  who  marries  her. 
'y  \  whoever  violates  this  law  of  Christ  commits 
,  1  Lry  no  matter  what  custom  or  the  law  of  the 
,  d  may  allow.  In  Mark  10:  II,  12  and  Luke  16: 
«"  there  is  no  exception  made  in  favor  of  a  divorce, 
'  '  Mark  adds  the  words  of  Christ,  "What  there- 
Ire  God  hath  joined  together  let  not  man  put 
nder"  When  the  marriage  is  legal,  then  the 
Irtics  are  united  by  the  law  of  God  and  of  nature, 
P3  enacted  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  only  by  con- 
sent of  God  and  of  nature  can  such  a  marriage  tie 
bc  severed,  which  is  by  death.  When  God  becomes 
1  transaction,  then  his  consent  must  be 


a  party 

obtained  to  annul  that  transaction. 

We  now  come  to  the  light  thrown  by  Paul  upon 
the  subject  of  matrimony  and  notice,— 

U)  That  Paul  emphasizes  the  law  given  by  God, 
Gen.  2:  24,  and  by  Christ,  Matt.  19:  9,  against  di- 
vorce and  polygamy.  "  Let  every  man  have  his 
own  wife,  and  let  every  woman  have  her  own  hus- 
band."    1    Cor.    7:  2.    "  Let  not   the   wife   depart 

from  her  husband let  not  the  husband  put  away 

his  wife."  1  Cor.  7:  IO-II.  This  means  that  each 
should  bear  the  infirmity  of  the  other  with  Christian 
resignation,  but  let  there  be  no  divorce. 

(l>)  Should  it  seem  impossible  for  a  wife  to  live 
with  her  husband,  then  here  is  authority  for  living 
apart,  but  neither  is  allowed  to  marry  during  the 
life-time  of  the  other,  as  that  would  prevent  recon- 
ciliation between  the  two.  "  If  she  depart,  let  her 
remain  unmarried  or  be  reconciled  to  her  hus- 
band." 1  Cor.  7:  n.  "The  wife  is  bound  by  the 
law  as  long  as  the  husband  liveth,  but  if  her  hus- 
band be  dead,  she  is  at  liberty  to  be  married  to 
whom  she  will,  only  in  the  Lord."  Rom.  7:  2;  1 
Cor.  7:  39. 
I  There  still  remains  to  be  considered  the  meaning 
';f  the  word  "adultery"  and  of  "fornication." 
■  Adultery,"  in  its  natural  sense,  implies  a  crime 
Committed  by  a  married  person  with  one  of  the  op- 
'  posite  sex.  We  have  not  found  a  case  mentioned 
Bible  where  this  definition  will  not  apply 
when  the  word  is  taken  in  its  literal  sense.  It  is  so 
jsed  by  Christ  and  Paul,  Matt.  5:  32;  Rom.  7:  2. 
We  believe  that  it  can  not  be  shown  that  in  a  single 
instance,  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  a  crime  committed 
by  a  married  person  is  called  fornication. 

In  a  spiritual  sense,  the  word  "  adultery  "  means 
idolatry,  since  both  the  church  under  the  Israelitish 
dispensation  and  under  the  Christian,  were  consid- 
ered espoused  unto  God  and  unto  Christ,  and  when 
she  forsook  her  Lord  and  served  other  gods  it  was 
spiritual  adultery.  Jer.  3:  9;  Ezek.  23:  37.  Forni- 
cation is  the  criminal  intercourse  of  an  unmarried 
person  with  one  of  the  opposite  sex.  This  is  the 
literal  and  common  meaning  of  the  word,  as  defined 
in  our  dictionaries,  concordance,  and  legal  works. 
In  the  Old  Testament  it  is  used  in  a  figurative 
sense,  to  indicate  the  unlawful  religious  intercourse 
between  nations,  particularly  between  the  Israelites 
and  other  nations.  2  Chron.  21:  1 ! ;  Isa.  23:  17. 
In  the  New  Testament  it  means,  literally,  the  sin 
npurity  committed  by  an  unmarried  person,  as, 
'  To  avoid  fornication,  let  every  man 
rite,  and  let  every  woman  have  her 
1  Cor.  7:  2. 
It  is  used  for  the  sin  of  incest  in  1  Cor.  5:  1,  but 
it  can  not  be  shown  that  the  criminal  was  not  an 
unmarried  person  and  the  crime  on  his  part  any- 
thing more  than  an  aggravated  case  of  fornication. 

The  great  question  which  is  the  basis  of  all  con- 
troversy on  this  subject  is  this:  "Did  Jesus  mean 
adultery  when  he  said  fornication  in  Matt.  5:  32  and 
'9:  9,  or  did  he  mean  just  what  he  said?"  If  he 
meant  adultery,  why  did  he  not  say  so  and  thereby 
avoid  ail  confusion  which  must  necessarily  follow 
when  two  words,  conveying  different  ideas,  are  used 
in  the  same  verse  to  convey  but  one  idea,— espe- 
cially so,  since  the  word  "  adultery"  in  this  casfc  is 
used  in  a  way  which  can  not  be  misunderstood?  It 
,s  not  ajmistake  in  translation,  since  different  words 


are  used  in  the  original, — Porneias  and  Moichastci. 
The  fact  that  Jesus  made  this  distinction  twice 
shows  that  it  was  intentional. 

This  distinction  is  supported  by  some  of  the  best 
Bible  critics  and  disproved  by  none  and  we  have 
consulted  many. 

It  is  asked,  "  How  can  a  man  put  away  his  wife  for 
a  crime  which  can  only  be  committed  by  an  unmar- 
ried person?"  Answer. — By  her  committing  the 
crime  when  single,  and  concealing  it  until  after 
marriage.  If  a  man  marries  a  harlot,  who  repre- 
sents herself  to  be  a  virgin,  and  the  man  is  deceived, 
then  the  transaction  is  a  fraud  and  no  fraud  can  be 
legal.  It  was  not  "  in  the  Lord,"  as  the  Lord  is  no 
party  to  a  fraud.  He  did  not  join  them  together, 
hence  such  a  marriage  would  form  an  exception, 
I  and  the  man  can  separate  from  such  a  wife  (so 
called).  1  Cor.  6:  15-16.  What  God  hath  not 
joined  together,  man  may  put  asunder. 

Again  it  is  asked,  "  If  such  a  woman  is  not  a 
man's  legal  wife,  would  Jesus  have  called  her 
such?  "  Answer.— When  Jesus  spoke  to  the  people 
he  used  their  language  which  they  understood. 
When  he  spoke  to  the  woman  at  Jacob's  well,  John 
4:  15-17,  he  said  "  Go  call  thy  husband,"  when  he 
knew  she  had  no  legal  husband,  as  he  afterward 
said,  "  He  whom  thou  now  hast  is  not  thy  husband." 
The  two  cases  are  parallel. 

This  article  is  not  intended  to  open  a  discus- 
sion through  the  "  Messenger,"  hut  to  give  an  out- 
line of  the  subject  and  to  request  every  one 
who  can  add  light  on  the  subject  to  communicate 
the  same  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  Annual 
Meeting  to  report  on  the  same,  that  all  the  light 
may  be  obtained  which  is  accessible,  and  that  the 
result  may  be  to  the  glory  of  God. 
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THE  MENNONITE  BRETHREN  AOAIN. 

BY   C.    E.   ARNOLD. 

My  recent  article  in  the  Messenger,  entitled, 
"  The  Mennonite  Brethren"  has  failed  to  please  some 
of  our  Mennonite  friends  in  the  East.  A  brother 
writes  me  from  Pennsylvania,  stating  that  certain 
Mennonites  there  have  attacked  him,  claiming  that 
my  article  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  their 
faith. 

In  the  first  place,  I  meant  just  what  I  said  in  my 
article.  If  our  eastern  Mennonite  friends  will  read 
the  article  carefully,  they  will  find  that  I  did  not 
pretend  to  represent  their  faith.  I  located  the  peo- 
ple which  I  described  "in  portions  of  Kansas  and 
other  parts  of  the  West."  I  also  said,  "  These  peo- 
ple compose  several  small  factions  of  the  Menno- 
ite  church,"  and  afterwards  stated  that  I  included 
■n  my  description  two  of  these  factions.  There  are 
about  eight  different  branches  of  the  Mennonites 
represented  in  McPherson  County,  Kansas.  I  de- 
scribed two  of  these,  and  described  them  about  cor- 
rectly, I  think. 

McPherson,  Kans. 

There  is  scarcely  any  gospel  salt  enough  in  the 
churches  of  the  present  age  to  preserve  society 
from  putrefaction.  The  fact  is,  the  churches  of  to- 
day are  largely  dominated  by  the  spirit  of  the 
world.  Until  the  Christian  world  makes  the  religion 
of  Christ  an  exclusive  and  all-pervading  factor  in 
everyday  life,  subordinating  all  worldly  gain  and  all 
human  glory  to  the  behests  of  the  Son  of  God,  the 
car  of  salvation  will  make  slow  movements. 


^•THE  i  SUNDAY  t  SCHOOLS 

LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 

David's  Gratitude  to  dod — 2  Sam.  32:  40-51. 

(Lesson  for  Sept.  13,  1806.) 


To-day's  lesson  is  part  of  David's  Psalm  of 
Thanksgiving,  and  shows  another  very  important  el- 
ement of  the  Character  of  the  truly  good  man.     Man, 


very  considerable  degree,  partakes  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  his  Creator,  and  by  learning  to  know 
ourselves,  we  learn  to  know  a  great  deal  about  God 
and  how  we  should  conduct  ourselves  towards  him. 
Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have  others  do  unto 
you  is  not  only  a  duty  enjoined  upon  us,  but  it  is 
God-like. 

Not  long  since,  in  speaking  of  granting  a  favor  to 
a  certain  party,  the  reply  was:  "  I  think  we  would 
be  inclined  to  do  it,  could  we  feel  that  it  would  be 
appreciated."     It   is    appreciation    for  favors    be- 
stowed that  the  soul   naturally  reaches  out  after. 
This  feeling  of  appreciation  proves  a  benefit  both 
to  the  bestower  and  the  one  that  receives.     In  all 
of  our  real  bestowments,   happiness   is  the  object 
held  in  view.     If  it  fails  to  give  this,  the  gift  is  lost, 
I  as  far  as  the  object  intended   is   concerned.    The 
I  giver  is  made  happy  in  the  thought  of  giving  be- 
sc  he  hopes  to  produce  happiness  in  the  life  of 
one  to  whom  he  gives.     If  the  receiver  is  made 
happy  in  thus  receiving,  then  is  this  happiness  re- 
flected back  on  the  giver,  and  both  are  thus  made 
happy.     But  should  the  receiver  fail  to  appreciate 
the  gift  or  favor  bestowed,  then  this  feeling  of  in- 
gratitude reflects  back  on  the  giver,  disappointing 
his  expectations  and  destroying  all  his  hoped-for 
happiness  in  giving.     In  this  way  the  desired  effects 
are  wholly  lost.     Now  let  us  look  at  this  phase  in 
David's  character,  as  made  manifest  in  this  lesson. 
David,  as  a  king,  was  most  peculiarly  circumstanced, 
j  being  hedged  about  on  every  side  by  enemies  who 
I  were  seeking  his  hurt,  and  he  had  also  much  to 
contend  with  from  his  own  people,  as  we  saw  it  ex- 
pressed* in  the  forty-fourth  verse,  "Thou  hast  also 
delivered  me  from  the  striving  of  my  people." 

The  Psalm  opens  with  an  expression  of  deliver 
ance.  The  Lord  hath  delivered  me  out  of  the  hand 
of  all  my  enemies— making  the  language  person- 
al. Then  follow  ascriptions  of  praise,  sharing  his 
appreciation  for  favors  received.  After  giving  a 
long  list  of  the  favors  bestowed  upon  him,  he  clos- 
es the  Psalm  in  these  words:  "  Therefore  I  will  give 
thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the  heathen,  and 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  thy  name." 

This  is  more  than  a  mere  verbal  expression  of 
gratitude.  It  is  heart  praise,— that  w*li,'A  -nanates 
from  a  grateful  heart,  in  the  service  of  song.  It  is 
true,  David  had  much  to  be  grateful  for.  The  Lord 
had  been  very  good  to  him,  in  standing  by  him  in 
all  his  trials  and  delivering  him  from  all  his  enemies, 
but  while  this  is  so,  have  we  less  cause  for  being 
grateful? 

Has  the  Lord  done  less  for  us  than  he  did  for 
David?  No,  not  so.  If  we  will,  for  a  moment,  con- 
sider, we  will  be  made  to  feel  that,  instead  of  do- 
ing less  for  us,  he  has  done  much  more.  At  one 
time  we  were  all  aliens  and  strangers.  Wc  had  no 
right  or  title  to  the  Kingdom  of  God.  We  were 
as  rebels  in  his  sight— lost  in  the  wilderness  of  sin 
and  in  servitude  to  Satan,  our  worst  and  most  pow- 
erful enemy.  In  this  condition,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  Blessed  Savior  found 
us,  offered  us  liberty  from  the  servitude  of  sin,  of- 
fered us  a  position  in  his  Kingdom,  and  made  us 
sons  and  daughters  of  God.  Ever  since  then  he 
has  stood  by  us  as  he  did  by  David.  He  has  given 
us  peace  from  all  our  enemies  and  he  promised  to 
be  with  us  always,  even  unto  the  end.  And  if  wc 
prove  faithful  to  the  trust  imposed  upon  us,  after 
death  we  shall  have  heaven  with  its  inexpressi- 
ble glory.  What  more  could  we  ask?  How  could 
he  give  more?  Truly  the  Lord  has  been  good  to 
us,  and  we,  too,  in  meditating  over  all  these  mer- 
cies, should  take  into  our  hearts,  and  express  with 
our  tongues,  David's  words  of  gratitude,  "There- 
fore will  I  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  ...  and 
I  will  sing  praises  unto  thy  name."  It  is  by 
careful  thought  and  study  that  we  get  from  these 
lessons  the  depth  of  the  force  and  beauty  contained 
in  them.  The  leading  thought  in  this  one  is  appre- 
ciation and  gratitude.  First,  to  feel  grateful  for 
mercies  and  blessings  received,  and  then,  learn  to 
show  and  express  our  gratitude  for  them.  And  the 
more  we  retrospect  our  past  lives,  and  study  the 
present,  the  more  will  we  be  able  to  see  hoV  much 
the  Lord  has  done  and  is  doing  for  us.       H.  B.  E. 
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It  half  the  thoughts  we  ihink  each  da 


Our 

It  half  the-  wonls  wc  speak  each  day 

Were  of  a  sweeter,  gentler  kind, 

Our  lives  would  fuller  be  of  May. 

And  less  of  winter's  chilly  wind, 

If  half  the  deeds  wc  do  each  day 
I'or  nobler  purposes  were  done, 


"A  wasted  day,' 


I  of  s 


say, 


If  half  the  life  wc  live  each  day 
Were  Tilled  with  broad  and  generoi 

The  world  would  better  be;  the  way. 
Of  carlh  more  like  the  life  above. 

—Detroit  Herald. 


It  would  be  impossible,  perhaps,  for  me  to  give 
a  definition  of  life,  neither  is  it  my  intention  so  to 
do  in  this  article.  So  many  have  undertaken  to 
give  definitions  of  life  and  have  come  so  short  of 
their  undertaking,  that  1  shall  not  attempt  it,  know- 
ing that  a  correct  definition  is  almost  impossible. 
My  purpose  now  is  not  to  discuss  the  best  defini- 
tion of  life,  but  to  treat  of  the  purpose  of  the  life  of 
mankind.  Life  is  not  merely  breathing,  moving, 
sleeping,  playing  and  having  a  good  time,  but  life 
is  a  battle,— a  battle  for  good  or  evil  from  child- 
hood up.  Good  influences  draw  us  up  towards  the 
divine;  bad  influences  draw  us  down  towards  the 
brute.  We  stand  midway  between  these  two  great 
influences,— Christ  with  his  holy  life  and  the  Bible 
with  its  sacred  influences  upon  one  side  and  the 
devil  with  his  pernicious  ways,  and  the  world  with 
its  evil  influences  upon  the  other  side.  Which  of 
these  influences  is  leading  us?  This  should  be  a 
question  we  should  ask  ourselves  daily. 

One  or  the  other  of  these  influences  gets  its 
greatest  hold  upon  the  youthful  mind,  hence  we 
should,  above  all  things  else,  strive  to  fit  our  chil- 
dren to  be  useful  men  and  women,— men  and  wom- 
en whom,  in  after-years,  we  can  look  upon  with 
pride.  Teach  them,  while  young,  that  far  above 
physical  courage,  which  would  lead  them  to  face 
the  cannon's  mouth;  far  above  wealth,  which  would 
give  them  farms  and  houses,  and  bankstocks,  and 
gold  and  silver;  far  above  the  pleasures  of  this 
world,  which  would  give  them  temporary  pleasure 
and  earthly  friends— is  moral  courage, — that  cour- 
age by  which  they  will  stand  fearlessly,  frankly, 
firmly  for  the  right.  Every  man  or  woman  who 
dares  to  stand  for  the  right,  when  evil,  with  all  its 


influences,  comes,  is  the  true  moral  victor  in  this 
life  and  the  life  beyond  the  stars. 

Teach  the  children  to  always  remember  the  old 
saying,  "  I  shall  pass  through  this  world  but  once. 
Any  good  thing,  therefore,  that  I  can  do,  or  any 
kindness  that  I  can  show  to  any  human  being,  let 
me  do  it  now.  Let  tnc  not  defer  or  neglect  it  for  I 
shall  not  pass  this  way  again." 

Oh,  that  this  might  be  written  indelibly  in  the 
mind  of  every  Christian!  Oh,  that  they  might  be 
led  to  know  that  man  lives  not  for  himself  alone! 
Oh,  that  they  might  be  made  to  know  of  the  many 
thousand  persons  all  over  the  land  who  are  longing 
for  just  one  kind  word,  just  one  charitable  act,  just 
one  friendly  clasp  of  the  hand  to  lead  them  on  in 
the  brightness  and  sunshine  of  Christ's  life. 

But  how  unreal  such  acts  would  seem!  How  of- 
ten do  wc  see  the  Christian  man  pass  by  the  dis- 
couraged and  down-hearted  with  but  slight  notice! 
How  often  do  we  see  the  Christian  (?)  man  taking 
advantage  of  the  poor  and  needy  persons  in  order 
to  satisfy  his  own  craving  desires  for  wealth! 
How  often  do  we  see  the  stronger  Christians  shun 
those  who  are  weaker  and  offer  them  not  a  word  of 
encouragement  for  fear  that  by  so  doing  they 
might  lose  one  spark  of  their  own  spiritual  happi- 
ness! Shame  on  such  Christianity!  Let  us  arouse 
to  a  sense  of  our  duty  which  we  owe  to  our  God 
and  ourselves;  get  out  among  those  who  are  in 
need  of  more  of  the  glorious  light  of  Christ,  and 
prove  to  them  that  Christianity  does  not  consist  in 
gratifying  selfish  desires,  but  in  the  free  gift  of  the 
Word  of  God!  Christ,  the  great  standard  bearer 
of  Christianity,  failed  not  to  do  a  kind  act  wherev- 
er and  whenever  opportunity  presented  itself. 
Let  us  likewise  follow  his  noble  example  and  see 
what  a  wonderful  change  for  good  will  be  wrought 
in  the  community  in  which  we  live.  Blessed  is  a 
man  who  stands  in  a  community  and  gives  to  the 
young  better  habits  of  industrious  activity,  new  con- 
ceptions of  integrity,  and  a  better  view  of  piety. 
Blessed  is  the  man  who  raises  the  standard  of  good- 
ness and  truthfulness  and  happiness  in  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  lives.  You  cannot  tell  what  such 
a  man's  life  has  done,  by  telling  what  he  has  done, 
because  it  grows  and  becomes  the  very  life  and 
pirit  of  that  community.  It  works  in  every  young 
nan  and  he  becomes  a  living  Christian, — a  state 
that,  perhaps,  he  never  would  have  attained  with- 
out it.  It  helps  to  build  up  the  ideal  Christian, 
hick  will  be  seen  and  taught  for  generations  to 
line,  and,  I  suppose,  as  God  looks  at  it,  it  will  be 
long  years  before  the  force  of  the  actions  of  that 
:,  restless,  unassuming  man  will  have  worked 
out  its  last  and  best  results. 

What,  then,  should  be  our  purpose  in  life? 
Should  it  be  to  hoard  up  great  stores  of  wealth, 
while  suffering  humanity  is  crying  out  for  more 
Gospel  light?  Should  it  be  for  the  enriching  of 
our  children  with  our  earthly  goods  and  substance, 
while  their  very  souls  are  longing  for  salvation? 
Should  it  be  for  the  gaining  of  popularity  while  the 
spiritual  man  is  bound  down  until  he  has  no  power? 
Should  it  be  for  the  hatred  and  revenging  of  our 
enemies  while  Christ  calls  out  for  us  to  love  our 
enemies,  or  should  it  be  for  meekness,  kindness, 
the  good  that  we  can  do,  and  the  salvation  of 
souls?  Which  should  it  be? 
Union  City,  Ind. 


THE  READ1N0.  HABIT  IN  YOUNQ  PEOPLE. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  all  young  people 
should  betimes  form  and  maintain  the  habit  of 
reading.  As  a  matter  of  course  this  does  not  mean 
that  they  should  learn  to  read  indiscriminately  what- 
ever book  or  magazine  or  newspaper  comes  in  their 
way.  In  these  days  the  land  is  absolutely  flooded 
with  publications,  the  vast  majority  of  which  are 
worthless,  and  many  of  which  are  utterly  vile.  It 
would  be  infinitely  more  rational  to  feed  one's  body 
on  the  refuse  of  the  swill-tub  than  to  feed  one's 
mind  on  the  trashy  and  rotten  stuff  that  loads  the 
shelves  of  the  news-stands,  and  is  offensively 
hawked  on  the  railway  trains.  Nay,  we  do  not  hes- 
itate  to   say  that  three-fourths  of  the  cheap  and 


flashy  books  that  are  sown  broadcast  over  the  II  ■ 
ed  States  are  so  bad  that  they  can  be  likened 
nothing   less   offensive   than    sewer   pipes.     R      .° 
still  remains  true  that  the  habit  of  perusing  1  ',' 
books— books   that   inform   and   clarify  the  'ud 
ment,  strengthen  the  will,   and  sweeten  the  aff 
tions— is  one  that  cannot  be  too  highly  commcnd 
ed.     The  sooner  in  life  it  is  contracted  the  better 

Young  people,  as  a  usual  thing,  have  more  timt 
for  reading  than  old  folks  can  command.  The  pro 
longed  and  often  bitter  struggle  for  daily  bread  has 
not  yet  begun  with  them.  They  have  more  or  less 
leisure  at  their  disposal  every  day.  This  fact  has 
its  dangers.  The  very  lack  of  constant  occupation 
especially  in  the  case  of  warm  and  eager  souls' 
brings  manifold  snares.  "Satan  finds  some  mis- 
chief still  for  idle  hands  to  do."  The  boys  and 
girls  who  have  "  time  to  burn  "  are  his  easy  prey 
Save  only  the  resource  of  earnest  prayer,  there  is 
no  better  safeguard  against  his  wiles  than  is  found 
in  a  living  and  growing  familiarity  with  the  em- 
balmed thoughts  of  the  noble  men  and  women  who 
have  created  the  world's  great  literatures.  It  is 
the  firm  belief  of  good  Roman  Catholics  that  the 
devil  hates  holy  water.  As  a  strong  Protestant,  we 
claim  the  liberty  to  doubt  whether  this  belief  has 
any  foundation  in  fact.  But  we  are  altogether  cer- 
tain that  his  Satanic  majesty  entertains  a  most  cor- 
dial dislike  for  every  clean  and  wholesome  volume 
that  issues  from  the  press. 

It  is  also  true  that  young  people  read  more  un- 
selfishly than  they  are  likely  to  do  when  they  are 
further  advanced  in  years.  They  are  not  looking 
for  immediate  returns,  nor  raising  the  constant 
question  whether  the  exercise  is  likely  to  prove 
profitable  from  a  worldly  standpoint.  They  do  not, 
as  their  elders  often  do,  go  mousing  through  whole 
libraries  in  search  of  specific  facts.  Mr.  Gradgrind 
is  usually  a  man  out  of  whom  the  juices  of  youth 
have  all  been  evaporated.  Mrs.  Browning's  words 
have  always  seemed  to  us  to  be  most  true: 


Mark  then 
By  being  ungenerous,  eve 
And  calculating  profits 
By  so  much  reading.  It  i 
We  gloriously  forget  ours 
Soul  forward,  headlong,  i: 


We  get  no  good 
to  a  book, 
.     .     so  much  help 
rather  when 
ves,  and  plunge 
0  a  book's  profound, 


Impassioned  for  its  beauty  and  salt  of  truth — 
"Tis  then  we  get  the  right  good  from  a  book. 

The  things  that  are  read  in  the  freshness  and 
vigor  of  our  early  days  are  the  things  that  stick  in 
our  memories.  That  this  statement  is  true  is 
abundantly  confirmed  by  universal  human  experi- 
ence. All  the  writers  on  psychology  undertake  to 
show  why  it  is  true.  We  are  not  just  now  interest- 
ed in  their  explanations.  But  the  fact  is  one  of 
great  practical  significance.  Those  who  would 
fill  their  minds  with  permanent  stores  of  useful 
information  must  take  advantage  of  it.  To  be 
more  specific,  there  is  110  other  time  so  favorable 
for  getting  a  firm  grip  on  the  great  outlines  and 
the  multitudinous  details  of  history  as  the  time 
when  the  intellect  is  first  waked  up  and  becoming 
conscious  of  its  powers.  The  same  remark  might 
be  made  about  many  other  branches  of  knowledge. 
We  urge  our  young  readers,  therefore,  instead  of 
spending  their  days  in  sheer  mental  vacuity,  and 
wasting  thus  the  golden  opportunities  which  never 
return,  to  give  themselves  from  their  very  child- 
hood to  the  diligent  and  systematic  perusal  of  the 
best  books  that  come  within  their  reach.—  Christian 
Advocate. 


A  teacher  in  an  English  Sunday  school  had 
rare  success  in  winning  her  scholars  to  the  Savior. 
It  was  always  taken  for  granted  that  a  scholar  en- 
tering her  class  would  be  brought  to  Christ.  Tne 
uperintendent  asked  her  what  was  her  special  way 
rith  scholars   which  had  such  potency.    She  an- 


:d;  "  I  don't  know  of  any  special  way  o 
I  only  know  that  I  can  never  look  upon   a  sc 
without  the  thought  that  there  is  one  for  whose  so 
the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  was  shed;  and  I  canm 
count  anything  too  much  to  be  done  for  that  sou 
I    cannot  rest   satisfied    till    that   o 
loves,  loves  Jesus." 


holar 

soul 

inot 

oul. 

whom  Jesus 
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Jesus  says,  "  Let  your  light : 
that   they  may  see  your 


your 


Father  which  is  in  heaven 
orrect  living   is 


shine  before 
works,  and  gl 
"     Matt.  5 
3ne  of  the 


•ity 
16.     I 


One  of  the  greatest  failures  in  winning  souls  for 
Christ,  grows  out  of  the  fact  that  we  ourselves  are 
living  too  far  from,  and  below  Christ  to  feel  the 
pulsations  of  his  great  heart  for  poor  sinners. 

McPherson,  Kans. 


IN  ST.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI. 


This  afternoor 
duty  has  called  1 


'hile  waiting  in  this  city,  where 
I  have  spent  the  time  reading 


Messenger,  which, 
read  it,  is  placed  i 
cs  as  this. 


no  time  1 
ny  valis< 


ntl  at  home 
await   such 


know  that  the 
est  powers  that  is  brought  to  bear  upon  those  who 
are  out  of  Christ.  One  of  the  strong  character- 
istics in  the  make-up  of  a  man,  as  he  is  here,  is  a 
desire  to  see  with  his  own  eyes,  or  to  reason  from 
cause  to  effect.  In  this  way  we  get  an  avenue 
opened  up,  to  the  interior  of  every  problem..  This 
fact  seems  to  be  recognized  on  the  part  of  the 
Savior,  and  hence  the  charge  given  above.  While 
the  great  fact  of  God's  salvation  to  man  is  hidden 
from  man's  natural  vision,  yet,  when  the  fruit  of 
the  Spirit,  as  it  is  inwrought  in  man's  higher  na- 
ture, is  seen  cropping  out  through  the  consecrated 
lite  and  chaste  conversation  of  those  who  have 
been  with  Jesus,  it  serves  as  a  kind  of  stimulus  to 
prompt  the  unregenerate  to  accept  by  faith  that 
which  he  cannot  otherwise  account  for.  In  this 
way  man  may  be  brought  to  where  he,  too, 
can  begin  to  taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good. 

When  I  go  into  a  congregation  where  I  am  a 
stranger,  the  brethren  and  sisters  do  not  need  to 
be  anxious  to  tell  me  how  they  have  lived.  I  will 
not  preach  many  discourses  there  till  I  will  be 
able  to  tell  them  about  as  much,  and  as  correctly, 
as  they  can  tell  me.  O,  how  I  do  enjoy  working 
ngregation  where  the  members  have  all  been 
school  of  Jesus,  and  have  learned  how  to 
;heir  high  Calling!  All  men  take  knowledge 
hf  such  that  they  are  not  governed  by  the  spirit 
of  this  world,  and  therefore  they  are  "  living  epis- 
own  and  read  of  all  men." 
kind  of  a  life  many  times  will  win  where 
the  Gospel  preached  by  word  only,  will  fail.  There 
is  a  perfect  harmony  between  Christ  and  Peter  on 
this  line.  Peter  says,  "  Having  your  conversation 
honest  among  the  Gentiles:  that,  whereas  they 
speak  against  you  as  evildoers,  they  may  by  your 
good  works,  which  they  shall  behold,  glorify  God 
in  the  day  of  visitation."     I  Pet.  2:  12. 

Right  here  let  me  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that, 
"conversation"  here,  means  deportment,  conduct, 
etc.,  and  is  not  confined  to  our  words  only.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  see  I  Tim.  4:  12,  "  Let  no  man  despise 
thy  youth;  but  be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers, 
in  word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in 
faith,  in  purity."  Here  we  notice  Paul  uses  word 
first,  and  then  conversation,  as  something  moreth 
words  used  with  the  mouth.  So  we  will  find  that 
the  general  tenor  of  the  Bible  teaching  is,  that  we 
should  let  our  light  shine  through  our  wi 
our  every-day  life,  as  well;  so  that  others  can  see, 
and  be  constrained  to  believe.  The  earnest  efforts 
°f  the  faithful,  must  tell  for  Christ,  when  the  life 
is  truly  a  consecrated  one.  As  an  example,  let  us 
notice  Acts  4:  13,  "  Now  when  they  saw  the  bold- 
ness of  Peter  and  John,  and  perceived  that  they 
were  unlearned  and  ignorant  men,  they  marvelled; 
and  they  took  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  had 
b«n  with  Jesus." 

We  must  be  able  to  impress  the  beholder  with 
tn=  idea  that  our  religion  is  not  a  sham.  Hence 
w=>  too,  must  be  examples  of  the  believers.  I  am 
wholly  unable  to  understand  why  any  person 
should  desire  to  appear  to  be  what  his  life  shows 
'hat  he  is  not.  Such  a  person  surely  has  not  no- 
,'«d  what  Jesus  says  in  Luke  S;  17,  "  For  nothing 
15  s«ret  that  shall  not  be  made  manifest;  neither 
anything  hid,  that  shall  not  be  known  and  come 
abroad." 


Bro.  Stover's  articl 
awakened  the  thoughts,  which, 
coming  to  mc  more  and  more, 
is  seen  at  his  home,  so  near  01 
is  being  done  to  draw  him  to 
alone  to  our  church. 

Only  a  few  evenings  past,  w 
this  stranger,  who,  by  form,  li 
would  have  been  worthy  the  n 
family,  entered,  but  not  to  p 
we  were.    We  could  not   tell 


A   Letter    Home 
lich,  of  late,   ha\ 


own,   and 
"our  Savio 


othing 


Surely,  this 
too  slow 


:p  one-tenth  of  everything  we  make  and  put  it 

that  tumbler,  and  it  is  so  easy  to  have  some- 
thing to  give  now.  We  are  never  out  of  money 
and  it  is  such  a  satisfaction  to  have  it  laid  by  for 
that  purpose." 

is  the  way  to  do  in  this  work!  We 
n  our  giving.  We  are  afraid  to  trust 
God  with  it.  We  arc  afraid  we  will  not  have  any 
left  for  ourselves.  Oh  selfish  Christianity, — "  My- 
selffirst ;  then  the  Lord!"  This  should  be  turned 
around, — "  The  Lord,  and  then  myself."  We  con- 
sume the  dollars  on  ourselves,  and  the  Lord  gets 
the  pennies.  Just  think  how  much  money  sonic 
of  us  spend  for  things  worse  than  useless! 

Some  one  will  say,  "The  paper  has  too  much  to 
say  on  giving  now.  I  don't  like  it  as  well  as  1 
used  to."  I  am  so  glad  for  this.  '  It  is  time,  and 
high  time,  we  wake  out  of  sleep.  Vol 
glad  it  falls  to  your  lot  to  serve  as  the  gi 
others  do  the  work  on  the  frontier. 

Hutchinson,  Kans.,  Aug.  16. 


may  be 
r,  while 


ile  at  supper  her' 
)k  and  intelligence, 
ne  of  sist 
rtake  of  a  meal  as 
vhy  she  was  there, 
waiting  and  bearing  the  taunts  of  those  waiters. 
Finally  one,  more  humane  than  the  others,  ad- 
vanced to  her,  took  a  basket  from  under  her  shawl 
and  filled  it  with  crusts  from  the  tables,  being  re- 
paid by  a  smile  and  a  "Thank  you,  sir,"  which 
showed,  as  clearly  as  the  blushes  at  the  taunts  had 
done,  that  she  was  still  womanly,  even  if  "low." 

Having  previously  visited  the  "  lower  portion  " 
of  the  city,  and  seen  this  class  in  their  homes,  and 
knowing  the  impossibility  of  their  ever  improv- 
ing their  present  condition  alone,  and  that  nothing 
in  this  entire  city  is  being  done  by  us,  as  a  church, 
to  aid  them  to  a  higher  life;  also  that  this  is  only 
one  of  the  many  cities  in  like  condition,  how  can 
our  Heavenly  Father  say  unto  us,  "Well  done?" 
While  many  of  these  are,  as  it  seems,  bred  in 
crime,  yet  many  are  inhabitants  of  this  portion  of 
the  city,  through  inability  to  do  better.  Want  has 
driven  them  here,  and  children  reared  here  might 
have  been  reared  in  China  or  India,  as  far  as  their 
opportunities  for  knowing  of  Christ,  only  as  an 
oath.  Any  one  from  the  "  Plank  Square"  will  not 
be  noticed  even  if  expressing  a  desire  to  do  right. 
Many  are  ready, — both  middle-aged  and  young, — 


to  enter  this  work  and 
true  Savior,  but  none  a: 
pie  see  the  churches  us 
but  they  are  not  for  then 
Why  is  it  we  have  no 


show  these  lost  ones  the 
e  here.  True,  these  peo- 
d  by  the  higher  classes, 
.  No  Savior  for  them! 
workers  here  and  in  like 
places?  Our  church  has  workers  and  money,  why 
are  not  both  consecrated  to  the  work?  Will  not 
some  one  say  why? 

Aug.  16.  

THE  TENTH. 

BY  M.  V.  HARSHBARGER. 

I  do  so  much  admire  this  system  of  giving, 
though  it  seems  to  take  some  of  us  a  long  time  to 
get  to  it.  We  seem  to  be  afraid  to  try  it  for  fear 
of  the  consequences.  Some  of  us  have  no  time  or 
system  of  giving,  and  until  we  have,  we  will  not 
prosper.  I  like  an  idea  Bro.  J.  H.  M.  gave  some 
time  ago.  He  advised  that  all  have  a  little  box, 
wherein  to  place  the  Lord's  tenth.  Then  let  the 
wife  have  access  to  it,  too.  Who  will  answer  at 
the  judgment  for  what  many  a  dear  sister  would 
like  to  give,  if  she  had  a  chance.  The  box  men- 
tioned will  give  her  a  right  to  give  some  too. 

While  visiting  in  Nebraska,  a  few  years  ago,  I 
was  at  a  poor  minister's  house,  where  the  dear  sis- 
ter had  been  telling  me  how  hard  a  struggle  they 
had  to  make  both  ends  meet.  Presently  I  went 
to  her  cupboard  for  something  she  wanted  and  I 
saw  a  small  tumbler  on  the  shelf,  nearly  half  full 
of  money. 

I  spoke  of  it  in  a  way  that  made  her  feel  that  I 
thought  she  had  forgotten  it.  "  Oh  no,"  said  she, 
"  that  is  not  ours;  that  belongs  to  the  Lord. 


THE  NORTHEASTERN  KANSAS  MISSION. 
BY  C.  C.  ROOT. 

take  new  courage  in  our  tract  work  and  mis- 
nary  Messenger.  I  found  a  very  worthy  sister, 
tirely  isolated  except  for  the  regular  visits  of 
the  Messenger,  who  even  keeps  her  girls  in  the 
bounds  of  modesty  and  order.  She  attributes  her 
version  and  endurance  against  strong  opposi- 
tion all  to  the  help  of  the  Brethren's  tracts,  to  un- 
derstand and  apply  the  Gospel.  The  mission  post, 
newly  opened  near  Wctmore,  is  proving  a  decided 
success.  Six  have  been  baptized  and  a  worthy  one 
reclaimed. 

After  laboring  in  the  State  Prison  two  days,  re- 
cently, I  came  away  much  encouraged,  A  num- 
ber more  of  new  readers  of  our  tracts  and  Gospel 
Messenger  have  just  been  found  much  interested. 
We  are  having  a  wonderful  attendance  at  New  Lan- 
caster, just  now.  Here  our  dear  brother,  Godfrey 
Gigax,  has  located  with  his  noble  wife  and  family, 
as  the  nucleus  of  a  new  opening  for  the  Brethren's 
work.  Some  say  this  is  the  first  they  ever  heard  of 
such  a  people.  It  is  encouraging  to  sec  the  peo- 
ple step  forward  to  get  tracts.  Some  sisters  have 
come  twenty-five  miles  to  introduce  the  sisters' 
part  in  the  work,  and  to  encourage  the  two  Gigax 
sisters  that  reside  here.  Our  attendance  is  from  a 
radius  of  ten  miles.  Let  us  wake  up  to  the  possi- 
bilities of  our  home  mission  work,  while  the  poor 
seek  the  Gospel  to  be  preached  unto  them. 
New  Lancaster,  Kans.,  Aug.  11. 

WHAT  THAT  MESSENGER  DID. 

BY  B.  E.  KESI.EK. 


I'll"' 


ren,- 


has  already  been  mentioned  what  the  one 
did,  and  the  call  for  more  Messengees  has 
liberally  responded  to.  A  number  of  breth- 
outnumbered  six  to  four  by  the  sisters, — 
have  sent  Messengers  for  distribution.  Those 
Messengers  are  going  into  reading-rooms,  depots, 
public  library  and  even  right  into  the  homes  of  the 
people.  The  good  they  shall  do,  eternity  will  re- 
veal. We  could  use  more  in  a  similar  way  all  the 
fall  and  winter.  As  I  am  located  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trying  to  build  up  the  cause  at  this  place, 
I  will  gratefully  receive  and  carefully  place  all  that 
may  be  sent. 
Litchfield,  III.  < 

"The  religion  of  Christ  as  a  divine  revelation  is 
absolutely  perfect,  but  Christianity  in  the  concrete 
is  far  from  perfect,  as  recognized  at  the  present 
day.  Christianity,  to  a  large  extent,  is  a  nominal 
thing.  We  have  the  skeleton  and  the  flesh,  but 
not  the  vitality.  The  religion  of  Christ  is  a  life  as 
well  as  a  profession.  How  few  professed  Chris- 
tians, comparatively,  live  the  life  of  the  Divine 
Man!  Conventional  Christianity  is  a  mere  shell 
without  the  kernel  of  spiritual  vitality.  The  mere 
forms  of  religion  are  a  sham  and  a  delusion." 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  September  5,  1896. 


Bro.  L.  T.  Holsinger  is  engaged  in  a   series  of 
meetings  in  the  Ogan's  Creek  church,  Ind. 


Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  is  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Lanark.  We  learn  that  the  congrega- 
tions are  large,  and  the  services  interesting. 


Bro.  Fercken  reports  four  more  applicants  for 
membership  in  Smyrna.  They  are  Armenians  from 
the  persecuted  districts  and  appear  to  be  very  ear- 
nest seekers  after  the  truth. 


This  week  Bro.  Miller  goes  to  Hartford,  Indi- 
ana, to  hold  a  scries  of  meetings,  expecting  to  re- 
turn in  time  to  attend  the  Ministerial  Meeting  at 
Milledgeville,  III.,  Sept.  18. 


Each  year  some  of  our  ministers  and  others 
send  in  corrections  for  the  ministerial  list  in  the 
Almanac  just  a  little  too  late.  A  few  more  days, 
and  it  will  be  too  late  for  any  more  corrections  this 
year. 

Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  Washington,  D.  C„ 
wishes  us  to  say  that  he  has  not  moved,  as  stated  in 
the  Messenger,  but  that  his  address  is  yet  349 
Eleventh  St ,  S.  E.  His  meetings,  however,  will  be 
held  at  the  point  named. 

Judging  from  what  Bro.  G.  L.  McDonaugh  has  to 
say  on  another  page  of  this  issue,  we  must  have  a 
noble-hearted  set  of  members  in  the  Valley  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  number  of  "  Fresh  Air"  children  they 
care  for  during  the  hot  weeks,  is  proof  of  this. 


Bro.  P.  J.  Blough  writes  us  that  the  church  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  has  raised  S45.00  for  home  mission 
work  in  Western  Pennsylvania.  That  is  good,  and 
if  all  the  other  churches  will  do  proportionally 
well,  ample  funds  will  be  raised  to  accomplish 
noble  work  in  the  isolated  fields. 


Bro.  S.  E.  Netzley,  of  Batavia,  III.,  wishes  it 
stated  that  an  article  in  a  late  issue  of  the  Chica- 
go Evening  Post,  concerning  the  Brethren,  does  him 
great  injustice.  He  wishes  it  understood  that  he 
did  not  give  expression  to  the  political  views 
therein  ascribed  to  the  Brethren.  We  take  occa- 
sion here  to  remark,  that  our  readers  need  pay  no 
attention  to  the  reports,  going  the  rounds  of  the 
press,  purporting  to  give  the  political  views  of 
the  Brethren.  We  are  called  upon  to  endeavor  to 
correct  these  reports,  but  our  purpose  is  to  pay 
no  attention,  whatever,  to  them.  Such  statements 
are  without  authority,  and  everybody,  possessing 
any  knowledge  of  our  people,  ought  to  know  it. 
During  this  political  campaign  a  good  deal  of  al- 
lowance must  be  made  for  the  political  news 
found  in  the  secular  papers. 


If  all  goes  well  we  expect  to  be  present  at  the 
dedicatory  services  at  Carrington,  North  Dakota, 
next  Sunday.  We  leave  the  office  the  next  day  aft- 
er this  issue  goes  on  the  press.  During  our  ab- 
sence of  some  eight  or  ten  days,  the  Messenger 
will  be  in  care  of  our  foreman,  Bro.  L.  A.  Plate. 


Bro.  Levi  Trostle,  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  who 
is  now  traveling  in  the  West,  writes  us  from  Hope, 
Kans.  He  says  that  he  will  continue  his  journey 
from  there  to  Colorado,  thence  to  Montana,  Idaho, 
Oregon,  Washington  and  California,  distributing 
tracts  and  preaching  as  much  as  circumstances  will 


The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
will  hold  its  meeting  two  weeks  before  regular 
time,  the  meeting  now  being  appointed  for  Sept. 
28,  to  be  held  at  Elizabethtown,  Pa.  Business  in- 
tended to  come  before  the  Committee,  should  be 
sent  to  the  office  of  the  Committee,  at  Mt.  Morris, 
111.,  not  later  than  Sept.  15. 


On  another  page  of  this  issue  will  be  found  an 
article  on  the  divorce  question,  by  Bro.  Sharp, 
foreman  of  the  divorce  committee.  It  is  not  in- 
tended to  open  up  a  discussion,  through  the  Mes- 
senger, Those  having  something  to  offer  may 
communicate  with  Bro.  Sharp.  Of  course,  it  will 
be  understood,  that  what  is  published  this  week  is 
Bro.  Sharp's  view,  as  the  committee  has  not  yet 
conferred  together  in  regard  to  the  matter. 


The  Brethren  of  the  Astoria  and  Woodland 
churches  of  Fulton  County,  this  State,  united  their 
forces,  secured  a  large  tent  and  invited  their  neigh- 
bors and  friends  to  come  and  hear  a  series  of  Bi- 
ble Land  Talks.  The  result  was  that  the  large  tent 
was  crowded  each  evening  during  the  meetings  and 
much  interest  manifested  in  the  story  of  the  Bible. 
The  last  two  evenings  of  the  meetings  it  was  esti- 
mated that  from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand 
people  were  present.  One  of  the  local  papers  has 
this  to  say  about  the  meetings:  "Our  Brethren 
friends  of  the  Dunker  church  for  some  ten  days 
past  have  been  conducting  an  interesting  meeting 
at  the  Woodland  church,  east  of  the  town,  in  the 
famous  Bowles  Tent.  It  has  been  the  most  largely 
attended  meeting  ever  held  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  and  some  fifteen  hundred  people,  some 
think  over  two  thousand,  have  been  in  attendance. 
D.  L.  Miller,  the  Bible  Land  traveler,  has  suc- 
cessfully entertained  and  instructed  the  vast  multi- 
tude of  people  who  gathered  to  hear  him.  He  is 
well  qualified  for  his  work  and  has  been  the  means 
of  disseminating  much  valuable  information  among 
our  people.  Monday  night  the  meeting  closed 
with  the  largest  attendance  yet."  During  the 
meetings  S70.00  was  set  apart  for  the  mission  work 
of  the  church,  and  on  the  last  evening  one  came 
forward  and  requested  Christian  baptism. 


CREED  OF  THE  STUNDISTS. 

Some  time  ago  mention  was  made  of  a  people  in 
Russia,  greatly  resembling  the  Brethren  in  several 
particulars.  So  far  as  we  can  learn  they  practice 
trine  immersion,  but  do  not  perform  all  the  church 
ordinances  as  fully  as  our  people  at  this  time.  The 
following,  clipped  from  the  Chicago  Record,  will 
be  read  with  interest: 

The  Stundists,  who  since  1870  have  been  the  spe- 
cial object  of  persecution  by  the  orthodox  church 
of  Russia,  are  an  evangelical  and  Protestant  church 
with  reformed  tendencies,  writes  Prof.  Godet,  in 
Public  Opinion.  In  the  Lord's  Supper  they  see  on- 
ly a  memorial  feast,  and  most  of  them  reject  infant 
baptism.  In  fact,  not  a  few  of  them  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  sacraments  at  all.  Their  all  in 
all  is  the  Bibie,  which  they  read  and  study  most 
diligently  both  at  home  and  in  their  meetings. 
Since  1864  they  have  published  the  New  Testament 
in  pocket  edition,  and  this  is  found  in  everybody's 
possession.  They  are  not  skilled  theologians,  and 
as  a  consequence  indulge  in  some  religious  peculi- 
They  refuse  to  take   part  in  war,   and  re- 


-in  t  m 


gard  the  taking  of  interest 


They 


also 


not   satisfied  with  the  existing  agrarian  propert 
laws,  and,  undoubtedly,  their  ideas  in  this  retja  A 
furnish  the  authorities  with  the  basis  for  conside 
ing  the  Stundists  in  the  light  of  a  communistic 
even  an  anarchistic  set.     And  yet  the  Czar  has 
subjects  so  industrious,  so  moral,  so  order-lovin 
and  peaceful  as  are  the  Stundists.     They  are  noted 
for    their    cleanliness,    honesty    and    temperance 
From    the   very   outset   they   have   banished    that 
curse  of  the  Russian  peasant — intoxicating  liquors 

The  Stundists  have  no  common  confession  of 
faith.  They  acknowledge  only  the  Bible,  in  the  in- 
terpretation of  which,  however,  they  do  not  entirely 
agree.  They  also  have  a  fixed  organization.  ln 
accordance  with  the  Biblical  precedent  they  have 
presbyters  and  elders  at  the  head  of  their  congre- 
gations, for  which  offices  they  select  older  and  ex- 
perienced men.  These  take  the  lead  in  public 
services  and  officiate  at  marriages  and  funerals. 
Although  not  theologically  educated,  they  are  ex- 
pected to  be  thoroughly  at  home  in  the  Scriptures. 
These  officers,  too,  are  enjoined  to  visit  the  congre- 
gations and  further  the  unity  of  the  Spirit.  Subor- 
dinate to  them  are  the  deacons,  usually  active 
young  men,  who  occasionally  take  the  place  of  the 
elders  in  the  conduct  of  public  worship.  They  al- 
so keep  the  records  of  the  congregations  and  look 
to  the  needs  of  the  young  and  of  the  sick.  Natur- 
ally these  elders  and  deacons  do  not  constitute  a 
clerical  order,  but  they  labor  with  their  hands  and 
serve  in  the  congregation  without  any  remunera- 
tion. This  organization  has  been  seriously  dis- 
turbed by  the  persecutions  of  recent  years,  as  the 
Russian  state  and  church  authorities  aimed  their 
blows  first  and  foremost  at  the  leaders  of  the  Stun- 
dists. 

The  public  services  of  the  Stundists  are  unique. 
They  have  no  regular  churches,  but  worship  in 
some  hall  or  generally  in  the  largest  room  of  some 
private  house.  At  one  end  there  is  a  table  and  a 
chair  for  the  elder.  When  the  members  enter,  they 
salute  each  other  with  the  kiss  of  fraternal  love. 
Women  and  men  sit  apart.  Then  a  hymn  is  sung, » 
and  it  is  claimed  by  those  who  have  attended  that 

the    singing    of    the    Stundists    is  Especially    good. 

Some  of  the  hymns  have  been  translated  into  Eng- 
lish. After  the  hymn  the  elder  reads  a  chapter 
out  of  the  Bible  and  explains  it,  and  each  one  pres- 
ent is  privileged  to  make  remarks.  The  women,  in 
compliance  with  St.  Paul's  injunction,  are  required 
to  be  silent  auditors.  They,  however,  are  allowed 
to  pray  in  public,  which  is  always  done  in  a  kneel- 
ing posture.  The  services  are  closed  with  the 
Lord's  Prayer. 

Very  significant  is  the  Stundist  order  of  mar- 
riage, The  parents  of  the  bride  and  bridegroom 
present  the  couple  to  the  elder.  The  bride  is  first 
asked  if  she  wishes  to  enter  the  state  of  holy  mat- 
rimony with  this  young  man,  and  if  she  loves  him, 
and  if  she  is  taking  this  step  of  her  own  free  will, 
and  under  no  compulsion,  not  even  that  of  her  par- 
ents. When  the  bridegroom  has  answered  similar 
questions,  a  hymn  is  sung  and  a  prayer  is  spoken. 
Then  the  elder  tells  the  couple  to  embrace  each 
other  and  to  grasp  the  right  hands.  This  ends  the 
ceremony.  Of  course  this  ceremony  is  not  recog- 
nized by  the  law  of  Russia,  as  only  the  Russian 
church  can  legally  perform  this  ceremony." 


EDITORIAL  QLEANINQ5  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Thirty-five. 

THE    ISLAND   OF   SPICES. — THE    CINNAMON   GARDENS.— ' 

NUTMEGS   AND   CLOVES. — THE   COCOANUT 

PALM. 

In  the  great  riches  of  material  found  in  the  Is- 
land of  Spices,  from  which  to  glean  for  our  readers, 
we  are  more  at  a  loss  as  to  what  we  shall  leave  un- 
described  than  as  to  what  we  shall  describe.  An 
interesting  volume  might  be  written  descriptive  0 
Ceylon.  Our  space  gives  us  opportunity  to  refer 
to  only  a  few  of  the  things  which  so  much  intere^J 
ed  us  during  our  two  weeks'  stay  on  the  beauti  " 
island  of  the  Gea. 
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On  the  west  coast  of  Ceylon  the  cinnamon  of 
mmerce  is  largely  cultivated  for  export,  there 
h  ine  about  thirty-five  thousand  acres  of  ground 
devoted  to  the  culture  of  the  spice.  It  is  probably 
a  native  of  Ceylon. .  In  1894  the  export  of  the 
spice  was  nearly  three  million  pounds,  valued  at 
bout  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  or  a  little  ov- 
er thirteen  cents  a  pound  to  the  planter.  In  Lon- 
don the  bark  of  the  first  quality  sells  in  large  lots 
at  about  forty  cents  per  pound,  while  at  home,  in  a 
small  retail  way,  the  consumer  pays  five  cents  per 
ounce  for  it,— a  wide  range  of  margin  between 
what  the  producer  gets  and  what  the  consumer 
pays. 

Cinnamon  is  referred  to  in  the  Bible,  Exodus  30: 
23,  where  God  directs  Moses  to  use  spice,  with  oth- 
er things,  in  compounding  the  holy  oil,  or  oint- 
ment, with  which  Aaron  and  his  sons  were  anointed. 
Reference  is  also  made  to  it  in  Proverbs  7:  17, 
Songs  of  Solomon  4:  14,  and  Revelations  18:  13. 

In  Bible  times  Rome  traded  with  India  -and  Cey- 
lon, and  cinnamon  was  one  of  the  spices  carried 
over  the  desert  on  camels,  boated  across  the  Red 
Sea  and  then,  packed  again  on  the  back  of  the 
faithful  ship  of  the  desert,  it  was  taken  to  the  Nile 
and  floated  down  to  the  sea.  Here  it  was  loaded 
on  ships  and  taken  to  Puteoli,  where  Paul  landed, 
and  was  then  carried  to  the  Imperial  City  of  the 
Cxsars. 

In  those  olden  days  the  odors  of  the  far-famed 
cinnamon  bark  came  to  be  associated  with  "  Araby 
the  blest."  In  the  time  of  Augustus  Csesar  the  fra- 
grant bark  sold  in  Rome  for  the  enormous  sum  of 
forty  dollars  a  pound. 

The  cinnamon  tree,  or  shrub,  is  kept  well  pruned, 
so  that  it  does  not  grow  more  than  ten  feet  high. 
The  leaves  are  large  and  of  a  dark  green  color. 
The  shoots,  from  which  the  bark  is  taken,  are  al- 
lowed to  grow  two  or  three  years,  until  they  are 
eight  or  ten  feet  in  height.  They  are  then  cut 
down,  the  leaves  and  small  twigs  trimmed  off,  and 
the  stem  cut  into  pieces  each  about  one  foot  in 
length.  The  cinnamon  peeler  inserts  the  thin 
blade  of  a  knife  between  the  bark  and  wood,  and 
carefully  peals  it  off  in  cylindrical  pieces.  These 
are  placed  one  within  another  and  the  bark  is  tied 
up  into  bundles.  It  is  now  laid  away  until  it  pass- 
es through  the  sweating  process.  This  makes  it 
possible  to  remove  the  very  thin  outer  bark,  which 
is  done  by  placing  each  piece  on  a  stick  separately 
and  then  carefully  scraping  it.  After  this  the 
smaller  pieces  are  placed  within  the  larger  ones, 
which  curl  around  them  and  form  the  solid  stick 
of  cinnamon,  so  well  known  to  all.  The  fragrant 
spice  is  tied  in  bundles  and  placed  in  matting  made 
of  the  palm  tree  and  is  then  ready  for  export. 

Nutmegs  and  cloves  are  also  grown  in  Ceylon, 
but  not  so  largely  as  the  spice  which  we  have  been 
considering.  The  trees  bearing  these  spices  grow 
quite  large,  that  of  the  nutmeg  resembling  in  size 
the  walnut  tree.  The  nut  is  surrounded  by  a  thick 
outer  hull,  which  opens  in  sections  like  the  hull  on 
the  shellbark.  The  nutmeg  is  covered  inside  the 
outer  hull  with  a  thin  lacing  of  a  yellow-colored 
spice,  known  as  mace.  We  picked  a  number  of 
these  nuts  from  the  trees  and  removed  the  outer 
hull,  allowing  the  mace  to  remain  in  its  place. 

The  clove  tree  bears  abundantly  in  the  great  gar- 
dens at  Paredenia,  near  Kandy.  After  the  bloom 
falls  off,  the  miniature  clove  is  to  be  seen  on  the 
trees.  It  forms  without  hull,  and  when  fully  ma- 
tured is  of  a  dark  green  color.  They  are  gathered 
and  dried,  and  in  the  drying  process  turn  to  the 
dark-brown  color  as  we  find  them  when  in  the  re- 
tail stores.  Zanzibar  furnishes  the  world  with 
cloves,  shipping  as  many  as  twenty-eight  million 
pounds  a  year. 

Pepper  and  allspice  are  also  produced  in  Ceylon 
,n  small  quantities.     These  grow  on  vines  and  are 
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cultivated  in  some  parts  of  the  island.  Other  spi- 
ces grow  in  sufficient  quantities  in  Ceylon  to  entitle 
it  to  the  name  it  bears  in  Heber's  missionary  hymn. 
But  of  all  the  trees  and  shrubs  that  grow  on  the 
island,  none  are  more  extensively  cultivated  than 
the  cocoanut  palm,  and  this  because  of  its  value 
and  the  multiplied  uses  made  of  its  products. 

At  the  Galle  Face  Hotel  we  picked  up  a  report 
of  horticulture  of  Ceylon,  and  among  other  things 
learned  that  the  cocoanut  palm  has  these  as  well 
as  many  other  uses:  The  leaves  are  used  for  roof- 
ing, for  mats,  for  baskets,  torches,  fuel,  brooms, 
fodder  for  cattle,  and  manure;  the  stem  of  the 
leaf  for  fences,  for  yokes,  for  carrying  burdens  on 
the  shoulders,  for  fishing  rods,  and  for  many  do- 
mestic utensils;  the  cabbage,  or  cluster  of  unex- 
panded  leaves,  for  pickles  and  preserves;  the 
sap  for  toddy,  for  distilling  arrack,  and  for  making 
vinegar  and  sugar;  the  unformed  nut  for  medi- 
cine and  sweetmeats;  the  young  nut  and  its  milk 
for  drinking,  for  dessert,  and  the  green  husks  for 
preserves;  the  nut  for  eating,  for  curry,  and  the 
milk  for  cooking;  the  oil  for  rheumatism,  anoint- 
ing the  hair  and  the  body,  for  soap,  for  candles  and 
for  lamps,  and  the  refuse  of  the  nut,  after  express- 
ing the  oil,  for  feeding  cattle  and  poultry;  the 
shell  of  the  nut  for  drinking  cups,  charcoal,  tooth- 
powder,  spoons,  medicine,  pipes,  beads,  bottles, 
and  knife  handles;  the  fibre,  which  envelops  the 
shell  within  the  outer  husk,  for  mattresses,  cush- 
ions, ropes,  cables,  cordage,  canvas,  fishing-nets, 
fuel,  brushes,  oakum  and  floor-mats;  the  trunk 
of  the  tree  for  rafters,  laths,  sail-boats,  troughs, 
furniture,  fire  wood,  and,  when  very  young,  the 
first  shoots  or  cabbage  as  vegetables  for  the  table. 

The  foregoing  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  uses  to 
which  the  cocoanut  palm  is  adapted.  It  is,  perhaps, 
more  generally  cultivated  in  Ceylon  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  In  1894  it  was  estimated  that 
there  were  nearly  a  million  acres  planted  with  the 
nut-bearing  palm.  The  estimated  number  of  trees 
was  sixty-eight  million,  and  the  production  of  nuts, 
as  given  by  one  authority,  exceeded  a  thousand 
million  annually.  The  exports  of  the  product  of 
the  cocoanut  palm  reaches  an  annual  value  of 
nearly  six  million  dollars. 

The  nut,  when  taken  from  the  tree,  is  full  of 
milk,  and  furnishes  the  thirsty  traveler  with  a  re- 
freshing draught.  At  any  of  the  plantations  you 
may  buy  them  fresh  from  the  trees  for  a  few  cents 
each.  If  one  is  hungry  and  thirsty,  both  conditions 
may  be  relieved  with  one  of  the  large  Ceylon  co- 
coanuts. 

The  natives  of  Ceylon  are  a  very  pieasant  peo- 
ple. They  are  kind  and  courteous  to  strangers 
and  make  a  favorable  impression  upon  those  who 
visit  them.  We  were  out  walking  on  one  of  the 
beautiful  palm-shaded  avenues.  It  was  evening 
time  and  the  fresh  sea  breeze  cooled  the  tropical 
atmosphere  and  made  the  walk  decidedly  pleasant. 
Just  in  front  of  us  was  a  Cingalese  lady.  Her  hair 
was  raven  black  and  its  wealth  was  rolled  up  in  a 
knot  at  the  back  of  the  head.  On  top  was  a  circu- 
lar comb  of  tortoise  shell.  She  had  on  a  striped 
skirt,  coming  down  to  the  ankles,  with  a  white 
blouse  covering  the  body.  As  we  came  nearer  to 
the  figure,  it  turned  around  and  faced  us.  Judge  of 
our  surprise  when  we  saw  the  bearded  face  of 
man.  Our  well-dressed  lady  turned  out  to  be  a 
Cingalese  gentleman. 

The  men  wear  the  hair  long.  We  have  seen 
some  with  hair  three  feet  in  length.  It  is  as  black 
as  the  raven's  wing;  no  such  black  hair  being  seen 
among  the  Caucasians.  It  is  rolled  up  on  a  knot 
and  on  top  of  the  head  is  worn  the  tortoise  shell 
comb.  This,  with  the  long  skirt  and  blouse,  give 
the  men  a  decidedly  feminine  appearance.  One  can 
no  more  form  a  correct  opinion  of  a  person  here 
by  outward  appearance  than  at  home.         D.  L.  81. 


A  DRIVE  THROUGH  THE  COUNTRY. 

Having  the  offer  of  a  two  days'  drive  through  the 
country  we  accepted  because  we  felt  the  need  of 
an  outing  and  a  short  relief  from  home  duties,  and 
because  we  greatly  enjoy  outings  of  this  kind. 
And  what  seems  strange  about  it  is,  though  we 
have  traveled  extensively  in  our  own  country  and 
abroad,  yet  here,  within  twenty  or  thirty  miles  of 
our  home,  and  the  place  of  our  birth,  we  found 
valleys  and  villages  in  which  we  had  never  been. 
As  far  as  the  country  itself  was  concerned,  it  was  as 
strange  to  us  as  the  valley  of  the  Nile  or  the  bor- 
der land  of  Africa.  But  so  it  always  is.  The 
things  next  to  us  are  the  ones  overlooked  and  neg- 
lected. 

On  our  way,  we  drove  down  along  the  Juniata  for 
several  miles,  then  crossed  the  river,  passing  up 
through  a  deep  ravine,  around  the  southern  termin- 
us of  the  Terrace  Mountain,  and  then  southwest- 
ward,  up  through  Smith's  Valley. 

Soon  wc  came  to  the  Latta  Grove  schoolhousc, 
where,  years  ago,  our  Brethren,  of  the  Aughwick 
church,  occasionally  did  some  preaching,  and 
where,  we  are  told,  a  few  members  still  reside. 
Why  this  is  so, — only  a  few  members,  we  mean, — 
it  is  not  necessary  to  tell.  The  old  system  of 
preaching  at  a  place  every  eight  weeks  always  left 
"  only  a  few  members  "  and  oftentimes  not  even  so 
many  as  that.  No  good  farmer  would  think  of 
raising  crops  from  such  sowing,  and  yet  a  great 
deal  of  this  kind  of  sowing  has  been  done  and  is 
still  being  done  in  the  Lord's  fields. 

The  valley  is  narrow  but  fairly  good,  and  the 
people,  from  the  appearance  of  buildings  and  sur- 
roundings, seem  to  be  comparatively  prosperous. 
The  corn  crop  will  be  excellent,  and  the  orchards 
are  filled  with  trees,  well  loaded  with  choice  fruit. 

The  drive  through  this  valley  was  both  pleasant 
and  interesting.  Wc  were  passing  through  a 
strange  country  near  home.  To  the  west  wc  saw 
Sideling  Hill,  and  on  the  east  loomed  up  Jack's 
Mountain,  so  prominent  in  Indian  story.  Here, 
years  ago,  the  red  man  roved  in  his  pristine  glory; 
the  small  streams  were  well  stocked  with  fish,  while 
the  mountains  and  valleys  were  filled  to  fullness 
with  bear,  deer,  and  the  smaller  game.  Here  the 
children  of  the  forest,  in  hut  and  wigwam,  roamed 
and  lived  with  none  his  rights  to  disturb  until  the 
pale  faces  came  with  Hint-locked  rifles,  "  old  rye  " 
and  apple-jack,  all  disturbing  elements  that  led  to 
bad  blood,  fightings  and  war. 

After  the  fiercest  struggles  known  on  the  conti- 
nent, with  the  death-dealing  flint-lock  gun,  the 
tomahawk  and  the  scalping  knife,  the  mountain 
warrior,  with  his  squaws  and  little  ones,  were  driv- 
en back  and  westward,  until,  at  last,  the  Alleghan- 
ies  became  the  line  of  defense  and  the  white  man 
was  left  to  enjoy  the  mountains  and  valleys  in 
peace.  But  even  to-day  are  yet  found  on  their 
once  blood-washed  battle-fields,  remnants  of  their 
weapons  of  warfare.  The  flint-darts  that  pointed 
their  arrows  are  still  gathered  by  the  score  and 
hundreds. 

As  we  pass  along  through  the  valley,  a  shoe 
loosens  on  the  foot  of  our  horse,  and  being  miles 
away  from  railroad,  village  or  shop,  the  question 
was:  "  What  shall  we  do?  But  as  the  deserts  are 
spotted  over  with  oases,  so  the  country  every- 
where has  its  posts  of  accdrnmodation,  and  we  were 
told  that  only  a  short  distance  ahead  we  could  find 
a  man  and  a  shop  where  our  trouble  could  be  as- 
suaged and  the  loose  shoe  made  tight.  And  true 
to  the  information  given,  we  found  the  shop  and 
the  smith.  His  tools  were  most  ancient  in  make 
and  the  man  himself  was  a  novelty  among  the  hu- 
man kind.  He  said,  "  I'll  do  anything  to  oblige  a 
man  in  need,"  and  he  meant  what  he  said. 

Besides  all  this,  he  was  a  genius  after  his  sort. 
In  the  back-part  of  his  shop  we  saw  a  carriage" 
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wheel  fixed  up  on  pinions,  with  "  S  "  made  irons, 
slotted,  facing  each  other  between  each  two  spokes. 
Between  these  were  small  cast  rollers  that  rolled 
from  hub  to  rim,  as  the  wheel  turned  on  its  axis. 
This  was  to  get  the  down  weight  on  the  wheel,  as 
it  turned  on  the  one  side  and  the  off-weight  on  the 
side  coming  up.  His  invention  is  to  automatically 
draw  the  rolling  weights  to  the  center  on  the  up 
coming  side  and  thus  solve  the  long  unsolved 
problem  of  perpetual  motion.  Now,  we  don't 
want  to  give  the  man's  invention  away,  but  we 
were  greatly  interested  in  his  zeal  and  assurance 
that  he  had  the  solution  to  the  problem.  And  we 
were  made  to  think  how  greatly  the  world  would  be 
blessed,  could  the  people  evince  as  much  earnest- 
ness and  zeal  in  solving  the  mysteries  of  godliness 
as  they  do  in  searching  after  the  things  that  prom- 
ise a  little  notoriety  and  wealth  for  this  life  only. 

As  the  sun  sank  behind  the  western  hills,  and 
cast  the  dark  shadows  over  the  valley,  we  enti 
the  village  of  New  Grenada,  and  to  us  it  was  quite 
as  new  as  was  the  ancient  Shechem  on  entering  it 
between  the  mounts  of  Gerizim  and  Ebal.  Here 
lives  a  people  away  back  among  the  hills  and 
mountains  and  yet  they  have  culture  and  brotherly 
kindness  above  many  who  are,  seemingly,  more 
fortunately  located.  They  not  only  took  us  into 
their  homes  and  to  their  tables,  but  also  invited  us 
to  their  altar  which,  the  widowed  mother  told  us, 
was  as  old  as  the  home. 

We  are  sometimes  disposed  to  discount  the  re- 
ligion of  our  fellow  Christians  because  they  don't 
do  as  we  do.  While  in  this  home  we  were  made  to 
think  that  if  they  knew  the  order  of  some  of  our 
homes,  they  would  feel  to  discount  our  religion  be- 
cause we  don't  do  as  they  do.  Here,  when  the 
time  for  worship  came,  we  did  not  have  to  wait 
and  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  have  worship,  or  to 
get  some  kind  of  a  chance  to  introduce  it,  but 
preparations  were  at  once  made,  the  Bible  handed 
to  us,  and  we  were  invited  to  lead  in  the  service. 
The  Christian  atmosphere  prevailed  in  this  home 
and  we  were  glad  for  the  opportunity  of  bowing 
with  them  in  prayer.  We  have  visited  in  homes 
among  our  own  people  where  no  such  privileges 
were  offered,  neither  did  we  see  so  much  of  the 
Christ  spirit  manifested.  Brethren,  how  are  we 
going  to  measure  up  in  these  matters?  But  you 
say,  "  They  don't  keep  all  the  commandments." 
Neither  do  you,  and  it  is  as  bad  to  be  short  in  one 
thing  as  another.  And,  further,  the  religion  that 
lives  and  acts  among  our  fellows  is  what  James 
would  call  the  "  pure  stuff."  We  are  often  much 
impressed  along  these  lines,  and  do  hope  that  the 
time  may  soon  come  when  we  can  see  and  feel 
more  practical  religion  among  us,  and  in  our  homes. 

On  our  way  home  we  stopped  in  the  village  of 
Cassville,  where,  years  ago,  we  attended  the  semi- 
nary, located  at  this  place.  Then  there  was  a 
good  and  nourishing  school  there,  with  large  and 
fine  brick  buildings,  having  pure  mountain  water 
running  all  through  them.  The  location  is  good 
and  beautiful,  but  for  lack  of  railroad  facilities  and 
other  conveniences,  the  school  has  been  abandoned 
and  the  buildings  are  unused  and  getting  out  of 
repair.  It  seems  a  pity  that  such  good  buildings, 
with  such  fine  surroundings  should  be  allowed  thus 
to  stand  idle  and  go  to  ruin,  but  so  it  is  in  these 
days  of  rapid  transit  and  attending  accommoda- 
tions. Unless  our  institutions  and  places  of  trans- 
acting business  are  placed  on  the  line  of  speedy 
and  convenient  travel  where  we  can  keep  in  touch 
with  the  world  around  us,  we  are  left  behind  and 
forgotten. 

The  village  shows  the  touch  of  age,  and  the  old 
men  that  then  sat  on  the  corners  and  benches  in 
front  of  the  post-office,  have  passed  over  to  the 
other  side  and  their  children  and  children's  chil- 
dren have  taken  their  places. 


As  we  drove  down  the  valley  we  passed  the 
place  where,  while  attending  school,  we  went 
one  Sunday  morning  to  worship  with  the  few  mem- 
bers that  then  resided  in  Trough  Creek  Valley. 
And  as  we  think  of  that  little  band  that  then  as- 
sembled, we  remember  that  not  one  of  them  re- 
mains to-day.  All  have  gone  over  to  the  church 
triumphant,  and  we,— then  the  boy  worshiper, — 
alone  arc  left  to  tell  the  story.  The  thought  conies 
to  us, — So  long  ago?  Yes,  the  years  have  been 
rolling  by,  and  could  we  not  see  the  silver  threads 
that  course  through  our  beard,  we  could  not  believe 
it.  The  child  of  yesterday  is  the  young  man  of  to- 
day, and  the  young  man  of  to-day  will  be  the  old 
man  of  to-morrow.  Truly,  life  is  short  and  if  we 
would  do  cur  work  we  must  be  at  it  or  else  the 
bell  will  ring  before  our  field  is  reaped. 

The  ride  over  the  hills  and  through  the  moun- 
tains was  a  pleasant  one,  and  from  God's  open 
book  we  read  some  sweet  lessons  of  truth. 

H.  B.  B. 


■  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *«— 


CARELESSNESS  AND  PROVIDENCE. 


,  The  other  day  in  New  Jersey  two  loaded  trains 
were  flying  along  their  respective  tracks  loaded 
with  passengers.  At  a  certain  point  the  tracks 
cross,  and  there  is  a  tower  and  a  man  to  watch  for 
danger.  Whether  this  man  did  his  duty  or  not, 
it  is  certain  that  no  attention  was  paid  by  the 
trains  and  they  ran  together  at  the  crossing  with 
the  "result  that  both  were  wrecked,  and  about  a 
hundred  killed,  wounded,  and  crippled  for  life. 
It  was  one  of  the  worst  accidents  for  many  years, 
if  it  did  not  surpass  all  previous  ones  in  its  ele- 
ments of  horror. 

It  is  a  peculiar  thing  that  all  such  accidents  are 
usually  regarded  as  providential  manifestations. 
While,  of  course,  1  do  not  know,  to  a  certainty, 
am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  not  the  correct 
:w  to  take.  The  disposition  to  unload  personal 
.-jponsibility  is  universal,  and  it  is  all  too  common 
for  us  to  connect  the  Almighty  with  our  failures. 
I  take  the  ground  that  God,  as  a  rule,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  responsibility  of  preventable  dis- 
aster. If  a  stream  comes  up  in  the  night  and 
hes  away  a  man's  house  built  in  the  bottom, 

e   is   some   show   of   responsibility   other  than 

that  of  the  builder,  but  if  half  a  dozen  others 
have  been  washed  away,  and  he  built  on  the  same 
foundations  of  his  predecessors,  who  is  to  blame 
in  the  premises?  Now  if  there  is  any  one  thing 
settled  in  railroading  it  is  that  two  heavy  trains 
running  fifty  miles  an  hour  cannot  cross  at  the 
same  place  at  the  same  time.  If  it  is  attempted 
and  there  is  a  frightful  wreck,  as  there  was  in  the 
New  Jersey  case,  it  is  so  clearly  an  instance  of 
man's  carelessness  that  it  is  a  travesty  on  right  to 
call  it  a  dispensation  of  Providence. 

I  take  it  that  what  we  can  help  ourselves  in, 
and  do  not  so  do,  and  get  the  worst  of  it,  as  might 
be  expected,  the  Almighty  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do.  Yet  nothing  is  commoner  than  to  attempt 
to  shift  the  blame. 

It  is  all  right  to  pray  the  Lord  for  wisdom,  that 
is,  literally,  wise  judgment,  but  if  we  rest  there 
and  exercise  no  judgment  whatever,  the  blame  is 
with  us,  no  matter  how  badly  we  would  like  to 
shift  the  responsibility. 

When  a  man  goes  around  whining  that  his  barn 
has  burned  down  and  that  he  is  a  subject  for  sym- 
pathy in  his  relations  to  Providence,  I  want  to 
know  whether  he  has  been  smoking  in  the  hay- 
mow, or  the  like,  before  I  am  willing  to  connect 
God  with  the  disaster. 

There  are  very  few  people  who  are  willing  to 
say  that  they  took  their  chances,  got  the  worst  of 
it,  and  that  there  was  nobody  but  themselves  to 
blame  in  the  matter. 
Lcwhburg,  Pa. 


It  has 
the  nam 


A  WIFE'S  DESPERATE  ACT. 


.ined  for  a  woma 


n  St.  Louis',  by 
of  Mrs.  F.  Leught,  to  devise  a  simnl 
and  effective  scheme  for  getting  her  husband  out 
of  a  barroom  in  which  he  had  been  spending 
much  of  his  time  and  all  of  his  money. 

The  husband  got  into  the  habit  of  frequenting 
one  of  the  barrooms  in  St.  Louis.  He  got  so  enam- 
ored  of  it,  he  failed  to  go  home  when  through  with 
his  work  in  the  evening,  preferring  to  pass  all  his 
leisure  time  in  the  barroom.  His  wife  pleaded 
with  him  to  keep  out  of  it,  but  without  avail.  He 
went  from  bad  to  worse  and  sooi 

Matters  got  so  bad  that  wh 
see  her  husband  Mrs.  Leught  \ 
to  the  saloon  to  do   so.     That 


ngtoo 


i  lost  his  positit 
en   she  wanted  to 


!■<-■■- 


nade  her  dei 
ate,  and  she  resolved  to  adopt  heroic  mea; 
in  an  effort  to  bring  her  husband  to  his  senses. 

So,  one  day  recently,  when  Leught  was  in  a  back 
room  of  the  bar,  a  young  and  pretty  woman, 
neatly  dressed,  and  carrying  in  her  arms  a  bundle, 
walked  boldly  into  the  saloon.  She  looked  about 
her  calmly,  as  if  in  search  of  some  one.  Thea 
she  walked  up  to  the  bar,  deposited  the  bundle 
thereon  and  started  to  leave  the  place. 

The  barroom  was  full  of  men  at  the  time. 
When  the  woman  entered  they  became  quiet  and 
then  astonished,  as  she  laid  the  bundle  on  the  bar 
very  gently. 

As  she  started  to  leave  the  place  one  of  the 
waiters  stepped  forward  and  stopped  her.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  a  movement  in  the  bundle, 
and  a  baby's  head  peeped  out  of  the  folds  of  cloth. 
The  baby  looked  about  at  the  garish  furniture 
with  wide,  staring  eyes.  As  she  laid  the  bundle 
on  the  bar  the  baby  began  to  cry. 

The  effect  was  electrical.  All  the  men  crowded 
up  and  tried  to  quiet  the  child,  which  refused  to 
be  quieted.  Even  the  bartenders  joined  in  the 
effort  to  amuse  the  youngster. 

"The  baby    wanted    to    see    his    father,"    Mrs. 
Leught   explained  to   the   crowd,    "so    I 
hini   to   the   only   place   where  -his    fathei 
found.     He   can  take  care  of  the  boy  now, 
I've  got  to  go  to  work  to  make    a   living   for   myself 

and  the  child." 

That  settled  it  with  the  crowd.  Leught  was 
hauled  out  of  the  back-room,  and  almost  before 
he  knew  what  h^d  happened,  was  walking  down 
the  street  beside  his  wife,  with  the  child  in  his 
arms. 

He  got  his  former  position  back  a  few  days 
later,  and  hasn't  been  in  the  saloon  since. —  Zicris 
Wat  liman. 


ought 


~«*  CORRESPONDENCE  *-•>•- 

"  Write  what  thou  scest,  and  sen.]  It  unto  the  churches." 


or  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
hat  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing. 
Istate.  Beimel.  Notes  oITravel  should  be 
her  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
ilumns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 


From  Deep  River,  Iowa. 

The  Deep  River  church  met  in  council  Aug.  22, 
preparatory  to  Communion.  The  fear  of  the  Lord 
and  love  seemed  to  prevail.  The  pocket-books 
were  appealed  to.  In  response  S59.40  was  sub- 
scribed and  all  paid  in  but  812.  Of  the  amount  S17 
is  to  go  into  the  mission  fund. 

Last  month  $6  was  raised  by  our  Sunday  school 
for  India  and  Asia  Minor  missions.  Different 
members  have  been  paying  5  per  cent  for  several 
years,  annually,  on  endowment  notes,  —  in  all  t° 
the  amount  of  S4S0.  The  interest,  which  amounted 
to  S24,  was  paid  each  year  to  the  General  Mission- 
ary Committee.  This  will  tell  you  where  the  Deep 
River  church  stands.  Perhaps  it  might  be  of  inter- 
est to  know  how  the  elders  of  the  Middle  District 
of  Iowa  stand  regarding  the  missionary  cause. 

After  my  appointment  by  the  General  Mission 
Board,  to  work  along  that  line  in  the  Middle  Dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  I  desired  to  know  how  all  the  elders 
of  the  District  felt  (sixteen  in  number)  respecting 
the  mission  work.     I  consulted  each  of  them,  either 
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individually  or  by  letter,  and  have  received  the 
hearty  approbation  of  all,  regarding  the  propriety 
of  the  move,  excepting  two  who  are  away  from 
home  in  other  States  and  have  not  been  heard  from 
yet.  H  nothing  occurs  to  prevent  my  doing  so,  I 
expect  to  commence,  on  the  work  assigned  me,  in 
September.  From  some  of  the  brethren— the  pen- 
manship of  whose  letters  indicated  that  their  work 
on  earth  is  drawing  to  a  close, — I  received  some 
loving  words  of  encouragement.      H.  K.  Taylor. 


From  the  Texas  Mission  Field. 

My  last  report  closed  while  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Blue  Mound  church,  Tarrant  Co. 
At  this  meeting  we  held  a  love  feast,  the  first  ever 
held  in  this  part  of  the  country.  It  was  a  new  and 
interesting  scene  to  the  large  crowd,  as  they  wit- 
nessed the  order  of  God's  house.  Fourteen  mem- 
bers surrounded  the  Lord's  table.  The  plain  attire 
and  prayer-covering  of  the  sisters  made  a  special 
impression  upon  some.  The  members  here  are  yet 
few  in  numbers,  but  they  have  built  for  themselves 
a  reputation  which,  if  maintained,  will  in  time  have 
a  telling  effect.  Any  one  wishing  information  from 
this  part  of  Texas,  should  write  to  F.  K,  Bowman, 
Saginaw,  Texas. 

The  next  place  we  visited  was  Clay  County,  what 
is  known  as  the  Pleasant  Valley  congregation. 
Here  we  held  a  ten  days'  meeting,  of  which  a  short 
notice  has  already  appeared  in  the  Messenger. 
Here  are  to  be  seen  the  sad  results  of  a  flock  left 
without  a  shepherd.  Once  there  was  a  prosperous 
church  here,  with  an  active  minister  located 
among  them.  But  the  minister  left  and  the  flock 
was  scattered.  Some  have  gone  back  to  the 
world  again,  and  the  faithful  few  that  remain  are 
discouraged.  In  this  particular  there  is  a  lack  of 
system.  Where  a  work  has  been  well  begun,  the 
minister  in  charge  should  never  be  permitted  to 
leave  until  arrangements  have  been  made  for  anoth- 
er one  to  take  his  place. 

Our  next  point  was  Nocona,  Montague  County, 
where  we  held  a  series  of  meetings,  which  closed 
with  four  baptized  and  one  applicant.  Between  the 
beginning  and  close  of  this  meeting  the  Minister- 
ial and  District  Meetings  took  place;  also  a  love 
feast.  These  meetings  were  well  represented  by 
delegates  from  the  different  churches  over  the  Dis- 
trict. The  District  Meeting  was  organized  by 
choosing  M.  M.  Ennis,  Moderator;  A.  W.  Austin, 
Reading  Clerk;  J.  F.  Neher,  Writing  Clerk.  This 
meeting  was  of  special  importance,  because  of  pe- 
titions which  were  granted  to  divide  the  District, 
using  Red  River  for  the  line.  So,  hereafter,  this 
will  be  known  as  the  District  of  Texas.  One  query 
goes  to  Annual  Meeting,  and  Eld.  A.  Molsbee  as 
delegate. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Mission  Board  we  are 
now  located  in  Fort  Worth,  one  of  the  chief  cities 
of  Texas,  claiming  a  population  of  about  forty 
thousand  inhabitants.  If  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Messenger  know  of  members  or  members'  children 
in  this  city,  or  in  other  parts  of  this  country,  we 
would  be  pleased  to  learn  their  whereabouts.  We 
shall  make  special  effort,  by  God's  grace,  to  open  a 
mission  point  in  the  city,  and  other  points  in  close 
proximity,  this  being  in  the  bounds  of  the  Blue 
Mound  church,  which  will  be  our  church  home. 

J.  F.  Nehek. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  Aug.  20. 


From  Roanoke,  La. 


Eld.  J,  w.  Metzger,  of  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  togeth- 
er with  other  Brethren  from  Illinois,  came  to  spy 
0ut  portions  of  Louisiana  some  time  since.  Bro. 
Metzger  remembered  us  kindly  with  a  visit.     While 

ere  he  preached  six  practical  sermons.  When  we 
sPoke  to  him  of  our  appreciation  of  his  work  he  re- 
plied, "  I  have  nothing  but  corn  bread  to  give  you." 
^n   for   more   of   these    "corn    bread"     sermons! 

hey  are  so  easily  digested  that  there  is  no  danger 
religious  dyspepsia.  Bro.  Jacob  Shively  re- 
ined with  him  a  few  days  and  then  left  for  Lake 

narles,   thirty   miles   west   of   us,    where    he    has 


bought  property  and  expects,  with  his  son-in-law,  to 
locate.  Prospects  favor  quite  a  number  of  members 
from  the  north  locating  at  or  near  Lake  Charles. 
We  hope  the  Lord  will  set  an  "open  door"  be- 
fore the  Brethren  at  that  place  and  that  we  may 
have,  in  the  near  future,  an  organized  church  there! 
C.  D.  Hylton. 
Aug.  12. 

From  the  Ashland  Church,  Ohio. 

On  Sunday,  Aug.  16,  we  held  our  annual  harvest 
meeting.     Bro.  E.  S.  Young,  of  North  Manchester, 


Ind.,  preached  the  scr 


Mt,    Mc 


Sunday  school  a  talk  which 

In  the  evening  we  held 

consisting  of  a  song  service, 

al,  Danish,  India  and  Asia 


D.  D.  Culler,  of 
sent.  He  gave  our 
;  much  appreciated, 
nissionary  meeting, 
;ays  on  home,  gener- 
nor  missions,  all  of 


which  brought  us  into  closer  touch  with  the  mission 
work  of  our  church.  Brethren  Dcsenberg  and 
Young  gave  appropriate  talks,  well  calculated  to 
open  our  hearts  and  hands.  After  that  a  collec- 
tion of  S8.54  for  the  Asia  Minor  mission  was  taken 
up.  A  missionary  spirit  seemed  to  take  possession 
of  the  whole  assembly,  and  lessons  were  taught 
and  sentiment  formed  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
some  which  will  lead  them  into  a  higher  life.  Oh! 
that  we  had  more  of  the  spirit  of  Christ, — that  mis- 


sionary spirit  that  would  make  us  willi 
fice  something, — everything,  for  souls! 
Sept.  26,  we  expect  to  hold  a  Comm 
ing  at  the  Dickey  meetinghouse,  four  1 
east  of  Ashland.     All  are  invited! 


ig  to  sacri- 


t  meet- 
south- 


H.  F.  Kngland. 


From  the  Woodbury  District,  Pa. 

Wk  had  a  very  enjoyable  meeting  in  the  Snyder 
church.  Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart  preached  a  very  inter- 
esting missionary  sermon  on  Saturday  evening, 
Aug.  15.  On  Sunday  morning  he  preached  a  har- 
vest sermon.  We  all  agreed  with  Bro.  Swigart  that 
we  need  a  higher  appreciation  of  what  we  have. 
Sunday  afternoon  we  had  Children's  meeting  and  at 
night  young  people's  "meeting.  His  pica  is  for  the 
young  people  to  get  a  more  earnest  view  of  life. 
The  collection  for  Sunday  school  was  Si. 86;  for 
missions,  S9.64.  Total  collection  for  the  day, 
including  other  funds,  amounted  to  S16.50.  The 
meeting  was  interesting  and  well  attended.  The 
order  was  good.  Wilson  Mentzer. 

Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  17. 


From  Brock's  Gap,  Va. 


On  Saturday,  Aug.  8,  at  10  A.  M.,  we  held  our 
harvest  or  thanksgiving  meeting,  which  was  a  very 
pleasant  one. 

At  2  P.  M.,  the  church  met  in  council.  Some 
business  was  before  the  church,  but  was  all  disposed 
of  pleasantly.  Brethren  from  abroad  were  Eld. 
John  P.  Zigler,  Jacob  A.  Garber,  Michael  B.  E. 
Kline,  Alex.  Yankey,  and  our  home  brethren,  Dan- 
iel Turner,  and  Geo.  H.  Fulk.  We  have  decided  to 
have  our  love  feast  Oct.  24,  commencing  at  2  P.  M, 
We  also  expect  to  have  a  series  of  meetings  follow 
after  the  Communion.  It  has  not  yet  been  decided 
who  is  to  hold  the  meetings.  Eld.  J.  P.  Zigler  and 
J.  A.  Garber  started  on  a  trip  to  West  Virginia, 
Aug.  8,  for  over  a  week's  visit.  We  have  an  ever- 
green Sunday  school  at  this  place  with  nearly 
hundred  scholars  enrolled,  which  are  divided  into 
seven  classes.  There  have  been  eleven  additior 
to  the  church  by  baptism.  One  sister  was  r< 
claimed,  which  makes  twelve  additions  since  De 
29,  1895.  Sallie  R.  Turner. 

Hoover,  Va.t  Aug.  10. 


From  Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Ind. 

We  had  our  quarterly  council  Aug.  1.     We  had 
pleasant  council.     All  business  was  disposed  of  in 
Christian-like    manner.     Our   love   feast   will   tak 
xjlace  Oct.  10.     We  decided  to  have  an  electio: 
a  minister  Aug.   15.     Brethren  J.  H.  Miller,  I.  L, 
Berkey,  and  other  adjoining  ministers,  were  present, 


for 


The  lot  fell  on  two  young  brethren  in  place  of  one, — 
Harvey  Schrock  and  Edson  Ulery,— both  Sunday 
school  workers.  The  former  was  our  Superinten- 
dent. 

On  Sunday  we  had  a  pleasant  harvest  meeting. 
At  nine  we  had  Sunday  school  and  a  short  talk  to 
the  children  by  Bro.  Melvin  Rensbcrger.  At  10:30 
Bro.  I.  J.  Berkey  preached  a  soul-cheering  sermon 
to  us.  After  dinner  we  again  met  together  for 
missionary  service.  We  listened  to  a  short  talk 
from  each  of  the  visiting  ministers  present,  after 
which  we  took  up  a  collection  for  missionary  work, 
which  amounted  to  $17.65.  We  should  not  only 
praise  God  with  our  lips  but  be  willing  to  give 
some  of  our  means,  with  which  the  Lord  has  blessed 
us,  for  the  spreading  of  God's  eternal  truth. 

L.  E.  Weavkr. 

Aug.  18.  ^^ 

Briefs. 

Before  I  close  my  wanderings  in  Iowa  I  will  pen^, 
a  few  more  briefs.  The  natural  elements  have  been 
stirred  up  in  a  most  wonderful  manner.  Storms, 
with  hail  and  lightning,  have  been  intense.  Con- 
siderable damage  has  been  done  to  crops,  stock  and 
buildings.  Human  elements,  too,  are  at  fever  heat 
in  the  political  world.  These  arc  stirring  times,  I 
am  more  than  ever  of  the  opinion  thit  conscien- 
tious scruples  ought  to  assert  their  rights  in  us,  as  a 
people,  that  are  "  not  of  the  world,"  before  wc  come 
to  face  the  "  dogs  of  war." 

I  met  one  brother  who  gave  as  a  reason  why  he 
was  not  out  at  meeting,  that  he  did  not  want  to  get 
the  wheels  of  his  buggy  soiled  with  mud.  Breth- 
ren, what  arc  buggies  and  carriages  for,  anyway? 
Of  course  the  preacher  had  to  go,  even  if  he  had  to 
wash  the  wheels  of  his  buggy  himself  next  morning. 
I  wonder  if  our  fastidiousness  sometimes  may  not 
be  in  the  way  of  us  being  "  Kept  unspotted  from  the 
world?"  A  soiled  soul  will  tell  long  after  all  the 
buggies  are  gone. 

Another  said,  "If  I  had  known  you  were  at  our 
meetinghouse  last  Sunday  I  would  have  been  there 
to  hear  you."  What  do  God's  people  go  to  church 
for, — to  worship  God  or  men?  To  me  it  seems  to 
be  the  duty  of  the  followers  of  Jesus  to  go  to  the 
house  of  God  because  Jesus  has  promised  to  be 
there,  regardless  of  the  preachers.  When  this  rea- 
son prompts  our  people  to  turn  out, — rain  or  shine, 
—then  we  shall  expect  good  meetings,  even  if  the 
preacher  is  not  there.  Take  "Jesus  with  you,"  and 
there  will  be  a  blessed  meeting,  for  his  promises  are 
precious  indeed. 

Bro.  and  Sister  Hofj,  in  this  city,  arc  at  their  post, 
living  by  the  Brethren  church,  doing  what  they 
can  for  the  good  cause.  When  will  we  have  a  for- 
ward movement  all  along  the  line  for  earnest  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  general  Brotherhood  for  City 
Mission  Work? 

As  will  be  seen  by  our  notice  in  the  advertising 
columns  of  the  Gospel  Messenger  I  expect  to  be 
at  Denver,  Colo.,  during  September  and  October 
and  shall  preach  some  for  the  Brethren  in  the  city. 
Brethren,  in  other  parts  of  Colorado,  wanting  me  to 
visit  them,  will  address  me  at  Denver,  Colo. 

J.  S.  Flory. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Aug.  20. 


From  New  Cambria,  Kans. 


Last  Friday,  Aug.  14,  my  father,  mother,  wife 
and  I  started  for  Vesper,  Lincoln  Co.,  Kans.,  to  at- 
tend a  love  feast  at  brother  and  sister  D.  W.  Stoner's, 
in  the  western  part  of  the  Saline  Valley  church,— a 
distance  of  about  forty-eight  miles.  Wc  arrived  on 
Saturday,  in  time  for  preaching  at  2  P.  M.  After 
meeting  we  were  conducted  to  the  Saline  River  by 
Bro.  Stoner,  where  two  old  people  were  buried  with 
Christ  in  baptism.  Bro.  Stoner  did  the  baptizing. 
Forty-seven  members  surrounded  the  Lord's  Table. 
The  ministering  brethren  from  abroad  were  Eld. 
John  Brower,  from  the  Dorrance  church,  Kans.,  and 
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Eld.  John  Hollinger  and  Bro.  George  Crisman  from 
Russel,  Kans.  Eld.  John  Hollinger  officiated 
The  meetings  were  continued  over  Sunday  by  Eld. 
L.  W.  Fitzwater  and  Bro.  W.  Stoner.  We  returned 
home  Monday.  David  R.  Mvers. 
Aug,  20.  

Lone  Star  Notes. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Neher,  wife  and  child,  came  to  th 
Nocona  church,  Aug.  1,  and  commenced  meetings 
on  Sunday.  The  meetings  were  continued  till  Aug. 
12.  Next  day  we  went  nearly  twelve  miles  to  a 
place  where  four  precious  souls  were  received  into 
church  fellowship  by  baptism.  We  have  one  appli- 
cant yet  that  was  not  able  to  ride  so  far. 

On  Monday  evening,  Aug.  3.  brethren  Applcman 
and  Austin,  of  Oklahoma,  came,  and  on  Aug.  4, 
Bro.  J.  A.  Miller,  of  Manvcl,  Texas,  arrived. 

On  Thursday  morning  Aug.  6,  the  Ministerial 
Meeting  was  organized  by  electing  Eld.  Jacob  Ap- 
plcman, Moderator;  J.  F.  Neher,  Reading  Clerk;  A. 
J.  Wine,  Writing  Clerk.  The  several  topics  were 
discussed  by  the  brethren  present,  and  some  very 
good  points  were  made  that  would  be  for  our  bene- 
fit, if  put  to  practice. 

On  Friday  morning,  Aug.  7,  wc  again  met  after 
devotional  exercises.  The  following  officers  for 
District  Meeting  were  then  elected;  M.  M.  Ennis, 
Moderator;  A.  W.  Austin,  Reading  Clerk;  J.  F. 
Neher,  Writing  Clerk. 

The  roll  of  churches  being  called,  it  was  found 
there  were  seventeen  churches  in  the  District.  One 
had  been  disorganized.  The  churches  were  all  rep- 
resented (two  by  letter).  There  was  considerable 
business  presented  and  disposed  of  in  a  Christian 
spirit. 

Part  of  the  business  pertained  to  the  dividing  of 
the  District,  which  was,  after  considerable  discus- 
sion, agreed  to.  The  Red  River  will  be  the  divid- 
ing line.  The  southern  division  will  be  known  as 
the  District  of  Texas;  the  northern  as  the  District 
of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory. 

The  old  Mission  Board  is  retained  for  Texas,  and 
brethren  J.  H.  Neher,  F.  B.  Landis  and  A.  W. 
Austin  were  appointed  on  the  Mission  Board  for 
Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory.  Bro.  Austin  is 
our  Secretary.  While  I,  for  one,  did  not  like  to 
give  them  up,  yet  we  hope  we  will  each  push  for- 
ward in  the  cause  of  saving  souls.  One  paper  goes 
to  Annual  Meeting.  The  time  for  District  Meeting 
was  changed  from  Friday  before  the  second  Sunday 
in  August  to  Friday  before  the  first  full  moon  in 
August.  Eld.  A.  Molsbee  was  elected  a  member 
on  Standing  Committee  of  1897,  with  E1d.  Jacob 
Appleman  as  alternate.  The  next  District  Meeting 
for  Texas  will  be  held  in  the  Williams  Creek 
church,  Cook  County.  The  love  feast  was  held  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  was  a  feast,  indeed,  to  the 
soul.  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller  officiated.  Upwards  of  for- 
ty members  surrounded  the  tables.  Some  of  the 
home  members  could  not  be  present  on  account  of 
sickness.  At  the  close  of  the  services,  after  a  warm 
talk  by  Bro.  Miller,  our  son,  aged  about  fourteen 
years,  came  forward  and  applied  for  baptism. 

On  Sunday  night  we  were  again  made  to  rejoice, 
when,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  a  deaf  boy  came 
forward  and  gave  his  hand  to  the  church  and  his 
heart  to  the  Lord.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  Eld. 
A.  Molsbee.  Later  others  came  forward,  and  we 
believe  others  were  almost  persuaded.  We  are  hav- 
ing very  dry  hot  weather.  We  have  not  had  any 
heavy  rains  all  summer.  Crops  are  light.  Work  is 
scarce,  yet  there  is  plenty  of  work  in  the  Lord' 
vineyard.  A.  J.  Wine. 

Nocona,  Tex. 


My  Second  Visit  to  Reyerson  Station  Congregation,  Pa. 

In  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  Home  Mis- 
sion Board  I  left  my  home  at  Glade,  Pa.,  July  30, 
to  pay  my  second  visit  to  the  isolated  brethren  ol 
the  above-named  place. 

My  first  stop  was  with  the  Brethren  at  Hickory 
Knob,  with  whom  I  remained  five  days.  I  preached 
six  sermons  on  the  doctrine,  and  held  one  council 


with  them.  The  doctrine  is  comparatively  new 
there,  yet  it  was  gladly  received  by  the  people. 
The  Lord  blessed  our  labor  by  one  dear  soul  being 
added  to  the  church;  others  were  almost  persuad- 
ed to  accept  Christ. 

I  next  went  to  visit  Eld.  Adam  Wise,  whom  I 
found  in  delicate  health.  He  is  too  old  to  preach 
or  look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  God's  dear 
children;  also  visited  the  deacon  and  others,  and 
gave  them  such  instructions  as  were  necessary.  I 
promised  to  return  in  October,  to  hold  another  se- 
ries of  meetings.  I  also  intend  to  hold  a  love 
feast  with  them,  so  that  they,  too,  may  be  fed  with 
spiritual  food.  Some  have  belonged  to  the  church 
sixteen  years  and  never  had  an  opportunity  to 
commune  with  God's  children.  While  they  are 
not  quite  in  the  general  order  of  the  Brotherhood, 
they  promised  to  make  a  strong  effort  to  do  so 
until  I  return  again.  They  also  agreed  to  have  a 
prayer  meeting  each  week  to  strengthen  them. 

_  H.  A.  Stahl. 

From  the  Salem  Church,  Ohio. 

We  had  our  harvest  meeting  Aug.  8,  which  was 
well  attended.  Bro.  D.  Hendrickson  was  with  us, 
and  gave  us  a  good  talk  regarding  the  duty  we  owe 
to  God  and  to  one  another.  Our  regular  quarterly 
council  was  held  yesterday.  Everything  passed  off 
pleasantly.  Good  admonitions  were  given  by  our 
elders  and  visiting  ministers,— brethren  D.  Hol- 
linger, C.  C.  Ellis,  and  Robert  Burger.  Bro.  Ellis 
also  preaches  for  us  to-night. 

We  intend  holding  a  Bible  school  about  the  Hol- 
idays.    Notice  will  be  given  later  about  the  school. 

Our  Sunday  school  is  moving  along  nicely,  and 
well  attended.  Our  teachers  meet  weekly  to  con- 
ult  each  other  about  the  lesson,  so  that  the  best  re- 
ults  may  follow.  Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 

Union,  Ohio,  Aug.  21. 


From  Pine  Creek,  III. 


We    ha 


been  holding  meetings  at  a  school- 
southeast  corner  of  Ogle  County,  III., 
both  morning  and  evening,  one  Sunday  in  each 
onth.  This  is  a  little  mission  point  where  there 
■c  no  members,  and  where  wc  have  been  con- 
ducting meetings  on  our  own  account.  It  is  a 
place  where  the  doctrines  of  the  Brethren  were 
not  known  before  these  few  meetings  were  held, 
trying  to  plant  the  Gospel  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people.  Yesterday  one  was  baptized.  The  in- 
terest is  good  and  increasing. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Moore  preached  yesterday  for  the 
Pine  Creek  members,  which,  we  think,  was  appre- 
iated,  from  what  we  have  already  heard  said.  I 
know  the  preachers  were  glad.     Come  again! 

Sister  Lizzie  Howe,  of  Chicago,  was  with  us  on 
Sunday  evening,  Aug.  16,  and  gave  us  a  short  talk 
on  the  work  in  Chicago.  Yesterday,  a  Collection 
of  about  S11.00  was  taken  up  for  the  Chicago  mis- 
sion- John  Heckman. 
Aug.  24.                       ^ 

From  the  Turkey  Creek  Church,  Okla.  T. 

Our  elder,  Bro.  W.  B.  Sell,  commenced  meetings 
in  Tonkawa  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  6.  We  held 
our  love  feast  on  the  8th,  which  was  truly  a  feast 
to  the  soul.  Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelman,  and  wife,  of 
California,  were  with  us.  Bro.  Eshelman  officiated. 
Bro.  W.  Bosserman,  of  the  Pleasant  Plains  church, 
was  also  with  us  and  assisted  in  the  ministry. 
Some  dear  members  from  Old  Oklahoma,  and 
some  from  Elk  County,  Kans.,  were  also  with  us,  to 
aid  us  with  their  presence.  On  Sunday  morning 
brethren  Eshelman  and  Bosserman  gave  a  short 
talk  to  the  children.  At  eleven  the  brethren 
preached  again.  At  three  P.  M.,  we  listened  to  a 
Baptist  minister  who  had  the  hour  by  previous  an- 
nouncement. In  the  evening  we  had  services 
again  by  the  brethren.  Bro.  Sell  then  came  to 
the  Round  Grove  schoolhouse,  while  Bro.  Eshel- 
man continued  meetings  at  Tonkawa  a  week  long- 
er and  closed  on  Thursday  evening.  One  was  bap- 
tized on  Thursday  in  the  afternoon,  on  which  oc- 
casion Bro.  Sell  gave  a  talk  on   trine 


We  think  the  talk   did   good.     This  was  the  first 
baptism   of  the   kind   the   people   here   ever  saw 
Bro.  Sell  expects  to  give  us  a  series  of  meetings 
about  the  last  of  November.     M.  E.  Anglemyer. 
New  Ponca,  Okla.  T.,  Aug.  21. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


In  these  notes  we  have  joy  and  sorrow.  Two 
days  ago  we  attended  the  funeral  of  wife's  last 
sister, — my  Bro.  Benjamin's  wife,  and  daughter  of 
John  Leedy,  of  Dora,  Ind. 

Eight  weeks  ago  wife  had  a  stroke  of  apoptexy,, 
from  which  she  has  not  fully  recovered.  This  has. 
affected  her  eyesight  to  some  extent. 

Four  weeks  ago  my  only  son,  Edward  (at  Mc- 
Pherson,  Kans.,)  took  typhoid  fever,  and  has  been 
very  sick,  indeed,  being  at  the  time  nine  hundred 
miles  away  from  the  home  of  his  parents.  Yet  I 
was  glad  to  note  that  the  indications  are  a  little 
better. 

These  have  been  some  of  the  sorrows.  The  joy 
has  been  that  the  God  in  whom  we  trust  doeth  all 
things  well,  and  there  is  a  better  country  to  which 
we  can  go  when  done  with  this  life.  Not  our  will, 
but  the  Lord's  will  be  done! 

We  had  a  pleasant  harvest  meeting  Aug.  15, 
Over  S14  was  donated  to  pay  expenses  to  a  mission 
point  to  preach  the  Gospel.  One  was  baptized  at 
another  point.  Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Aug.  24. 


From  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

Our  harvest  meeting  took  place  at  Vancleves- 
ville,  last  Saturday,  Aug.  22.  Our  elder,  D.  F. 
Stouffer  and  Bro.  John  Otto,  of  Moreland,  were  with 
us.  The  occasion  was  improved  by  an  able  and 
well-delivered  sermon  by  Bro.  Stouffer,  after  which 
there  was  a  free-will  offering  taken  up,  amounting 
to  S8. 10  for  mission  work.  The  evening  service 
was  conducted  by  Bro.  Otto.  On  Sunday  morning 
we  again  met  for  public  preaching,  and  were  richly 
fed  by  Bro.  Stouffer.  At  two  o'clock  the  breth- 
ren met  with  us  in  our  Sunday  school  at  Martins- 
burg,  and  brethren  Stouffer,  Otto  and  Bro.  Mack 
Long,  of  Downsville,  addressed  the  school.  We 
have  an  interesting  Sunday  school  at  this  place. 
We  again  met  for  public  preaching,  at  which  time 
Bro.  Stouffer  preached  an  able  and  excellent  ser- 
mon.   Thus  ended  a  good  season  of  worship. 

Harvest  or  thanksgiving  meetings  are  something 
that  the  Brethren  have  had  ever  since  I  know  the 
church,  and  I  think  they  ought  to  be  perpetuated. 
We  ought  to  be  willing  to  sacrifice  one  day  in  the 
year  and  spend  it  in  praising  and  thanking  the 
Lord  for  his  protecting  care  over  us,  and  for  the 
productions  of  the  earth,  J.  O.  Buterbaugh. 

Aug.  24. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 

North  Solomon,  Kans.— Eld.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of 
Lewistown,  Pa.,  is  holding  a  protracted  meeting  in 
the  North  Solomon  church,  Kans.,  at  present.  Bro. 
M.  M.  Eshelman,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  is  also  ex- 
pected the  last  of  this  week.— Philip  Landis,  Aug.  2}. 

Heizer,  Kans.— The  members  of  the  Walnut  Val- 
ley church  held  their  harvest  meeting,  Aug.  I  and 
2.  Bro.  J.  C.  Barnhart,  of  Seward,  Kans.,  was  pres- 
ent and  gave  us  three  very  interesting  discourses, 
which  were  very  much  appreciated.  Aug.  23  Bro. 
Enoch  Eby  preached  for  us  on  Sunday  morning 
and  Sunday  evening.  The  congregation  was  large 
and  the  interest  manifested  was  good. — Ella  Brun- 
nemeyer. 

Upper  Fall  Creek  Church,  Ind— Our  harvest 
meeting  was  held  Aug.  22,  with  only  a  moderate  at- 
tendance. Psalm  104  was  the  basis  for  the  lesson, 
which  was  improved  by  the  home  brethren.  After 
the  meeting  a  collection  of  S7.15  was  raised  for 
the  mission.  Bro.  J.  C.  Murray,  of  Nappanee,  will 
begin  a  meeting  for  us  at  Middletown,  Sept.  5.  '° 
continue  until  after  our  Communion,  which  wil 
occur  Sept.  18.— D.  p.  Hoover. 
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Mt  Etna,  Iowa. — In  Messengrr  No.  34, 1  stated 
that  the  love  feast  of  the  Mt.  Etna  church  would 
be  held  Sept.  II.  It  should  be  Sept.  17.  A  series 
0f  meetings  will  commence  Sept.  12.— Emma  A. 
Sink. 

New  Midway,  Md.— 1  preached  five  times  at  a 
place  called  Oregon,  Md..  and  five  joined  the 
church  by  baptism.  They  were  all  from  the  M.  E. 
church.  That  was  one  year  ago.  But  Aug.  I,  this 
year,  I  preached  a  few  sermons  at  Warren,  Md., 
and  baptized  three.—  C.  F.  Rentier. 

Garrett,  Pa. — The  Brethren  purpose  to  dedicate 
their  church  at  Garrett.  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept. 
21  1896.  Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  of  Huntingdon, 
will  preach  the  dedicatory  sermon  at  10  A.  M.  He 
will  also  preach  on  the  evening  previous  in  the 
new  church  — R.  T.  Pollard,  Aug.  24. 

Blue  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of  this 
church   held  their   quarterly  council  Aug.    8.     All 
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Our  elder,  Samuel  Neher,  was  present;  also  breth- 
ren Kittinger,  Oaks  and  Heller.  Bro.  Lewis  Hu- 
ber  was  again  restored  to  the  ministry.  He  and 
wife  were  duly  installed.  We  decided  to  hold  our 
Communion  Oct.  16,  at  2  o'clock  P.  U.—Ida  M. 
Wirlh,  Chattanooga,  Ohio. 

Lower  Deer  Creek  Church,  Ind— On  Saturday, 
Aug.  15,  we  held  our  harvest  meeting.  At  10:30 
A.  M„  Bro.  D.  Dilling  preached  for  us.  At  I:  30  P, 
M.,  Bro.  Dilling  talked  to  the  little  folks.  Bro, 
Riley  Montgomery  also  gave  a  brief  talk.  The 
brethren  and  sisters  took  an  active  part  in  the  ser- 
vices. On  Sunday,  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  Bro.  D.  Dilling 
gave  the  church  a  good  lesson  from  1  Cor.  3:  9.— 
Ida  Lee  Wray,  Camden,  Ind.,  Aug.  25. 

Bunker  Hill  Church,  Ohio— The  members  of 
this  church  held  their  council  on  Saturday,  Aug. 
22.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in  an  acceptable 
manner.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love  feast  Sept. 
19.  Meeting  to  begin  on  Saturda?  forenoon  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M.  Wc  expect  brethren  Samuel 
Sprankel  and  Reuben  Shroyer  to  be  with  us  at 
this  meeting.  Two  sisters  were  baptized  at  the 
council.  One  is  the  head  of  a  family,  the  other  a 
young  girl  in  her  teens. — Sarah  Middangh,  Berlin, 
Ohio,  Aug.  24. 

New  Mission  Point.— Over  last  Sunday  I  was  at 
a  new  mission  post  in  Somerset,  where  I  had  two 
meetings  and  on  Sunday  baptized  one  more,  with  a 
bright  prospect  for  quite  a  number  more  to  follow. 
We  have  held  seven  meetings  in  the  Baptist  church. 
Our  doctrine  was  unknown  at  this  place  un- 
til these  meetings.  On  Sunday  evening  I  preached 
southeast  of  Louisburg,  at  another  mission  point, 
where  we  have  seven  members.  We  had  a  large 
congregation.  Many  request  us  to  return  again  — 
/.  H.  Crist,  Gardner,  Kans. 

Old  Fields,  W.  Va  —  Aug.  16  Eld.  Geo.  S.  Ar- 
nold, from  Burlington,  W.  Va.,  came  to  the  Beth- 
el church  and  preached  for  us  at  10:30  A.  M.  At 
2  P.  M  we  had  children's  meeting.  The  children 
were  addressed  by  the  above-named  and  others. 
Aug.  23  a  children's  meeting  was  held  at  another 
point  in  this  congregation,— the  Furnace  school- 
house.  The  children  were  addressed  here  by  Eld. 
Geo.  W.  Leatherman,  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  and  oth- 
ers. There  are  four  Sunday  schools  in  this  con- 
gregation, which  are  all  in  a  thriving  condition.— 
Arthur  W.  Arnold. 


Whitehead  Church,  Ind.— On  Sunday,  July  30,  I 
was  called  to  the  Whitehead  church,  to  administer 
the  rite  of  baptism  to  two  mutes.  Although  the 
weather  was  very  inclement,  a  good  interest  was 
manifested,  and  the  applicants,  like  the  eunuch  of 
old,  went  on  their  way  rejoicing. — Alex.  Miller. 

Linville  Creek  Church,  Va.— This  church  met 
in  council  Aug.  20,  1896.  This  was  our  annual 
visit  council.  Quite  an  amount  of  business  was 
attended  to,  and  all  passed  off  pleasantly.  It  was 
decided  to  call  one  brother  to  the  ministry.  The 
lot  fell  on  brother  J.  Samuel  Kline,  who  was  duly 
installed.  Oct.  17  was  appointed  as  the  time  for 
our  love  feast  meeting.  It  was  announced  that 
the  churchhouse  at  Newton  would  be  ready  for 
dedication  by  the  fifth  Sunday  in  August.— Samuel 
R.  Whisler,  Broadway,  Va.,  Aug.  24. 

Nevada,  Mo. — It  was  my  privilege  and  pleasure 
to  meet  with  the  members  residing  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sandstone,  Mo.,— one  of  the  outposts  of  the  Ne- 
vada church.  They  have  a  very  interesting  Sun- 
day school.  The  Brethren  are  to  be  commended 
for  the  work  they  are  doing  for  the  cause  of  the 
Master.  This  is  the  place  where  Bro.  William  H. 
Miller,  of  Jerico,  Mo.,  has  been  preaching  once  a 
month  for  some  time.  He  was  present  at  the 
time  of  our  visit.  The  Brethren  have  selected  Oct. 
10  for  the  time  of  their  love  feast.  Preaching  is 
to  commence  at  10  A.  M.  The  feast  will  be  held 
at  the  church,  one  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of 
Nevada,  Mo.— D.  D.  Wine,  Aug.  26. 
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Shade  Creek,  Pa 
gation  have  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  in  the 
Berkey  churchhouse  Sept.  24,  to  begin  at  4  P.  M. 
The  preparatory  council-meeting  is  to  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  22.  No  preventing  Providence, 
Bro.  Jasper  Bamthouse,  Markleysburg,  Pa.,  will 
preach  at  Scalp  Level,  on  Friday  evening,  Sept.  4. 
On  Saturday  evening  he  will  begin  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  Greenland  churchhouse,  and  continue 
for  some  time.  We  anticipate  a  good  meeting,  as 
Bro.  Bamthouse  is  a  zealous  worker  in  the  "  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord."  We  have  three  prospering  Sun- 
day schools  in  our  congregation  this  summer. — L. 
J.  Lehman,  Geistown,  Pa.,  Aug.  23. 


Beaver  Run  Congregation,  W.  Va.— One  of  our 
neighbors,  who  was  quite  ill  with  consumption, 
requested  to  be  received  into  church  fellowship  by 
baptism.  His  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  another 
church,  also  decided  to  join  with  her  husband. 
Accordingly  a  suitable  place  for  baptism  was  pre- 
pared near  the  house.  Then,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
several  of  the  members  and  neighbors  convened  one 
evening  to  attend  to  the  sacred  ordinance.  The 
invalid  brother  was  carried  to  and  from  the  water 
on  a  chair,  as  he  was  too  weak  to  walk.  The  same 
evening  we  held  Communion  services  at  the  same 
house,  when  about  a  dozen  and  a  half  members 
were  present.  Recently,  at  one  of  our  regular 
meetings  at  the  church,  one  brother  (a  married 
man)  was  received  by  baptism.  Praise  the  Lord 
for  it  all!— G.  S.  Arnold. 

Spring  Branch  Church,  Mo.— Bro.  1.  Cripe  came 
to  us  on  July  21  and  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  Mt.  Hermon  schoolhouse.  He  held  fif- 
teen meetings,  with  good  attendance  and  atten- 
tion. One  dear  soul  was  made  willing  to  follow 
Christ  in  baptism.  From  here  brethren  Cripe,  L, 
B.  Ihrig  and  the  writer  went  to  a  mission  point  in 
Camden  County,  this  State,  and  held  nine  meet- 
ings. The  attendance  and  attention  were  also 
good.  There  were  two  baptized  and  two  reclaimed. 
From  here  we  returned  to  the  Spring  Branch 
church,  where  we  met  Bro.  F.  Culp  and  C.  Boyd, 
of  Johnson  County.  We  held  a  council-meeting, 
where  Bro.  L.  B.  Ihrig  and  B.  E.  Breshears  were 
advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry. 
From  here  Bro.  Cripe  goes  to  another  mission 
point  in  Camden  County.— Richard  Rash,  Aug.  17. 

Fairview,  Mo.— On  the  first  Sunday  evening 
August,  our  home  ministers  began  a  meeting  at 
this  church,  preaching  every  evening  until  Friday 
morning.  Brethren  J.  T.  Mason  and  F.  W.  Dow 
came  to  their  assistance.  On  the  afternoon  o 
Saturday,  we  had  church  council.  Two  were  re 
ceived  by  letter.  Our  visiting  brethren  found  thi 
church  to  be  in  love  and  union.  We  had  preach- 
ing at  night  and  also  the  next  day,  morning 
afternoon.  Grandmother  Tyson,  the  oldest  sister 
in  our  congregation,  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  some 
time  ago.  She  was  anointed.  Aug.  10  brethren 
Dove  and  Mason  came  to  our  place,  ten  miles  east 
of  the  church,  to  preach  at  the  Mint  Spring  school- 
house.  Our  doctrine  was  new  to  the  people  here. 
They  preached  twelve  soul-cheering  sermons.  The 
people  paid  good  attention,  and  some  said  that 
our  brethren  preached  the  truth.— Nannie  Harmon, 
Falling  Springs,  Mo. 


Special  Notice. — A  love-feast  will  be  held  in  the 
New  Hope  church,  Cherokee  Co.,  Kans.,  Oct.  10, 
1896,  to  commence  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  The  meet- 
ing will  be  held  at  sister  Catherine  Martin's*  about 
ten  miles  southwest  of  Columbus,  and  eight  miles 
west  of  Neutral.  Those  coming  by  railroad  to  Co- 
lumbus, can  notify  Bro.  L.  Burk,  of  Columbus, 
Kans.,  and  those  coming  to  Neutral  can  notify  Bro. 
E.  Mast,  of  Neutral,  Kans.  There  will  be  convey- 
ance to  place  of  meeting.— A.  B.  Lichtenwalter. 

Abilene  Church,  Kans.— We  met  in  quarterly 
council  Aug.  22,  with  Bro.  C.  H.  Brown  as  Modera- 
tor. All  business  that  came  before  the  meeting 
was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  manner,  and  while 
wc  were  made  to  feel  sad  to  see  that  two  young 
sisters  concluded  to  walk  no  more  with  us,  we 
were  made  to  rejoice  to  see  one  dear  soul  unite 
with  the  church  by  baptism.  We  also  received 
two  by  letter  at  this  meeting.  One  was  bap- 
tized since  our  last  report.  We  were  also  made 
glad  to  have  our  dear  brother  John  Humbarger 
preach  for  us  once  more.— John  I.  Manon. 

York,  Pa.— Our  church  met  in  council  Aug  1. 
Eld.  S.  R.  Zug  presided.  A  great  deal  of  impor- 
tant business  was  disposed  of  by  the  church  in 
a  businesslike  manner,  and  we  hope  it  will  all 
prove  an  advantage  to  the  church  and  an  honor  to 
God.  Doing  local  church  work  in  a  systematic 
way,  is  too  often  neglected  in  a  great  many  of  our 
congregations  throughout  our  beloved  Brother- 
hood; but,  I  am  positive,  we  all  agree,  it  is  never- 
i  theless  the  right  way.  The  Apostle  Paul  says, 
,t  slothful  in  business."  God  is  a  God  of 
order,  of  system,  and  of  perfect  regulation.  Let 
us  think  right  along  this  linel  Recently  a  dear  old 
brother  was  baptized  at  the  ripe  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  II. 
Our  children's  meeting  will  also  be  held  on  the 
same  day,  in  the  morning.  Brethren  and  sister* 
are  invited  to  be  with  us  on  this  occasion.— Abram 
S.  Hershey,  Aug.  20. 

Ladoga,  Ind.— Aug.  23  was  the  time  appointed 
for  our  harvest  meeting.  Our  Sunday  school  met 
as  usual  at  9  A.  M.  At  11  Bro.  Wm.  Harshbarger 
delivered  a  good  harvest  sermon,  using  as  a  basis 
for  his  remarks  Ps.  65:  9-13.  At  two  o'clock  the 
large  audience  again  met  for  children's  meeting, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  that  we  have 
attended.  Bro.  H.  H.  Keim  gave  a  short  talk. 
The  Sunday  school  Superintendents  present  made 
a  few  remarks,  and  a  paper  was  read  by  sister 
Pearl  Harshbarger,  which  was  well  received.  Short 
speeches  from  various  members  followed,  inter- 
spersed with  singing.  At  six  o'clock  a  prayer 
service  was  held,  and  so  closed  a  most  instructive 
and  successful  harvest  meeting.  A  goodly  num- 
ber were  present  from  adjoining  congregations.  A 
collection  was  taken  during  the  meeting,  which 
amounted  to  S15.70,  to  be  used  for  missions.— Lula 
Harshbarger,  Aug.  24. 

New  Enterprise,  Pa— At  a  council  of  the  New 
Enterprise  church,  Pa.,  Aug.  22,  1896,  Harvey  S. 
Replogle  was  elected  to  the  ministry,  and  Nelson 
Kagarice  and  John  B.  Snowberger  to  the  deacon's 
office,  and  were,  by  Eld.  Jas.  A.  Sell,  duly  installed 
into  their  respective  offices.  Aug.  23  was  their 
harvest  meeting,  which  was  well  attended.  A  col- 
lection was  taken  up  for  the  General  Missionary 
work,  amounting  to  817.80.  One  of  the  members 
of  the  above-named  church,  having  left  by  will  one- 
tenth  of  her  estate  to  the  church,  of  which  she 
was  a  member  at  the  time  of  her  death,  the  church 
decided  to  turn  said  legacy  over  to  the  General 
Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  Bequests  left 
to  individual  congregations  rarely  prove  to  be  a 
blessing  to  the  congregation  receiving  them.  Such 
bequests  only  tend  to  excuse  the  members  from 
giving  to  meet  their  own  necessary  expenses, 
and  thus,  instead  of  cultivating  the  grace  of  giving, 
it  retards  it  and  results  in  depriving  the  members 
of  the  blessings  which  follow  the  cultivation  of 
the  grace  of  giving  cheerfully  and  willingly  for 
the  Lord's  work.  It  would  be  far  better  to  be- 
queath such  funds  to  the  General  Missionary  Com- 
mittee,— Daniel  Vaniman,  Aug.  24. 
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Birmingham,  Iowa— The  Pleasant 
Hill  church  met  in  quarterly  council 
Aug  15.  All  business  passed  off  pleas- 
antly. Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison  is  ex- 
pected to  begin  a  series  of  meetings 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  1.  We  hope 
that  much  good  may  be  done  and  the 
church  built  up.— H.  B.  Johnston,  Aug. 

21. 

Louisburg,  Kans  —  We  are  having 
preaching  here  now  by  Eld.  C.  C. 
Root,  our  District  evangelist.  The  in- 1 
terest  is  good.  We  arc  in  an  isolated 
quarter,  where  meetings  by  the  B 
rcn  arc  of  rare  occurrence,  and 
common  people  seem  to  hear  the 
Word  preached  with  an  unusual  in- 
terest.— Wm.  H.  Ayers,  Aug.  22. 

Alvo,  Nebr.— The  District  Meeting 
(or  the  District  of  Nebraska  will  be 
held  Oct.  4,  at  9  A.  M.,  in  the  Weep- 
ing Water  congregation,  Cass  Co.     A 


gious  Uses  of  the  Imagination."  Dr.  S. 
:  Murray  has  a  strong  paper  on  "  Lynch 
1  and  there  is  a  line  portrait  o[  Dr.  Al 
er  Maclarcn,  of  Manchester,  England, 
sermon  by  him  on  "  Small  Sins."  An- 
iubscription,  $2.50.  Clergymen,  $2.  Sin- 
ipies,  25  cents.  E.  B.  Treat,  Publisher, 
5  Cooper  Union,  New  York. 
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d  the  Globe,  and  Through  the  Bi- 
i,"  by  Geo.  Lambert,  of  Elkhart,  Iml., 
has  been  on  our  desk  for  sometime.  It  con- 
tains 432  pages,  and  is  one  of  the  best-printed 
books  sent  us  for  notice  in  a  long  while.  The 
binding  is  also  excellent,  but  the  best  part  of 
the  work  is  the  illustrations.  These  are  first- 
class  in  every  respect.  The  author  conceived 
the  idea  of  going  around  the  world,  and  seeing 
more  of  the  beautiful  world  in  which  his  Cre- 
ator had  permitted  him  to  live.  So,  leaving 
home  Aug.  25,   1804,  he  traveled  Wesl- 


UOUSER.— In  the  bounds  of  the  English 
Prairie  church,  La  Grange  Co.,  Ind..  July  23, 
1806,  sister  Matilda  Bouser.  Funeral  services 
from  John  1 1 :  25,  26,  by  Bro.  Samuel  Phiels  and 
the  writer.  N.  H.  Shutt. 


and  sailed 


"Jesus  and  Jonah,"  by  J.  W.  McGarvey, 
Standard  Publishing  Co.,  Publishers,  Cincin- 
hio,  price,  50  cents,  is  just  the  book 
for  the  times.  The  work  contains  seventytwo 
leatly-prmtcd  pages,  and  is  well  bound  in 
loth.  The  author  discusses  the  relation  of 
esus'  teachings  to  Jonah  in  an  able  and  most 
mcrcsting  manner.  The  chapter  on  "The 
"hree    Days  and     Three    Nights,"    alone    is 

>   was    raised    for    the    missionary  ll^d /^"^  b°°k'    "  ™V  "' 

The  same  District  will  hold  a  I 

meeting  at   the  South    Union 

on    Sunday,    Aug.    23.     Bro 

Murray  will  deliver  the  sermon.—  Alex 


Union  Center  Church,  Ind.  The 
Brethren  of  the  Union  Center  church 
held  their  harvest  meeting  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  15.  A  good  interest  was  man- 
ifested. Eld.  J.  C.  Murray,  of  Nap- 
panec,    delivered    the    sermon.     Over 


Sept.  25.  His  book  tells  the  story  of  his  jour- 
ney across  the  Pacific,  through  Japan  and 
China,  in  India,  through  the  Bible  Lands,  etc 
Eld.  Lambert  is  a  good  writer,  and  tells  hi 
in  a  real  fascinating  manner.  No  oni 
ead  the  book  without  being  greatly  bene 
filed,  and  without  receiving  no  small  amoun 
ol  valuable  information.  For  particulars,  ad 
<lr,:ss  the  author. 


BRUMBAUGH.— In  the  Woodland  church, 
Mich.,  Aug.  8,  1896,  of  cancer,  Bro.  Henry 
Brumbaugh,  aged  46  years,  8  months  and  2t 
days.  Bro.  Henry  was  born  in  Darke  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  he,  with  his  wife,  united  with 
the  Brethren  church.  They  moved  to  Barry 
County,  Mich.,  about  eight  years  ago.  A  few 
years  ago  the  church  called  bim  to  the  office 
of  deacon,  which  place  he  filled  with  honor  to 
himself  and  the  church.  He  leaves  a  wid- 
ow and  two  daughters.  Funeral  by  the  Breth- 
ren from  Isa.  66:  6.  John  M.  Smith. 

MACONAUGHEY.-In  the  Manassas  con- 
gregation, Va„  July  16,  1896,  Elmer  Macon- 
ighey,  infant  son  of  Bro.  Daniel  and  sistet 
Laura  Maconaughey,  aged  24  days.  Funeral 
trvices  were  conducteed  in  the  Cannon 
ranch  meetinghouse  July  17,  by  Bro.  A.  L. 
onner,  assisted  by  the  Brethren,  from  Eph. 
20-  J.  E.  Blough. 

WITTER.-In  the  Mexico  church,  Mexico, 
id.,  Aug.  14,  1896,  Wilma  Marie,  infant 
daughter  of  Bro.  L.  G.,  and  sister  Mary  E. 
fitter,  aged  5  months  and  17  days.  Funeral 
irvices  by  Bro.  Frank  Fisher  from  2  Sam. 
•:22.  2.1-  Lizzie  A.  Witter. 

GOUGHENOUR.-In  the  Flat  Rock  church 
a.,  Bro.  David  Goughenour,  aged  65  years 
e  called   for  trie  elders  and  was  anointed 
Services  by  I.  F.  Driver  and  the  writer. 

S.  H.  Myers. 


MOORE.— In  the  Middle  Creek 
tion,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  July  ,,  ^'l^ 
Peter  Moore,  aged  55  years,  ,0  monthf'*'0' 
days.  Funeral  discourse  by  the  writer  i  V 
Reformed  church  at  Edie.     D.  D.  Horns, 

RIDDLESBERGER.-In  the  Belleville- 
gregation,    Belleville,    Kans.,  Aug     „    ,,  °" 
Bro.   William   Curtis   Riddlesberger,  agec^ 
years,  5  months  and  24  days.    Bro.  Willia 
the  son  of  David  and  Libbie   Riddlesberee!' 
was  called  by  the  Spirit  to  live  a  holy  life     ' 
the  tender  age  of  eleven  years,  and  remained 
n   fellowship  with    the    church    until  death 
His  ailn.ent.-appendicitis.-was  of  only  ,hree 
days    duration.    It  was  caused  by  the  lodg. 
it  of  a  cherry  pit  in  the  organ  of  this  dis. 
:.    The  case  seemed  fatal  from  the  be- 
ling.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer  from 
Jer.  15:  9  and  9:  21.  J„s.  z.  Gilbert 


STEBBINS.-In  the  Lower 


1  congre- 


MiUcr. 

Pigeon  River  Church,  Ind.— This 
church  met  in  quarterly  council  Aug. 
15.  A  good  deal  of  business  came  be- 
fore the  meeting,  which  was  all  dis- 
posed of  in  a  pleasant  way.  Our  eld- 
er, M.  C.  Shotts,  resigned  the  care  of 
this  church,  and  Eld.  James  Barton 
was  chosen  to  fill  his  place.  Two 
were  received  by  letter  at  the  council, 
and  two  were  granted  letters.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  our  Communion  Oct 
10.—/.  W.  Fast,  Flint,  Ind,  Aug.  23. 

South  English,  Iowa.— This  church 
met  in  council  Aug.  22.  Quite  an 
amount  of  business  was  transacted 
but  all  passed  off  pleasantly.  Out 
fall  love  feast  will  be  Oct.  23,  at  3  P 
M.  About  one  hour  was  devoted  to 
talks  on  living  out  church  rules,  and 
our  promises  made  when  uniting  with 
the  church.  The  press  and  pulpit 
should  make  an  earnest  effort  to  keep 
the  church  unspotted  from  the  world 
We  expect  Bro.  McCann  to  begin 
meetings  in  North  English,  Aug.  30. 
— 5.  F.  Browcr,  Aug.  24. 


MATRIMONIAL-^ 

joinud  together,  let  r 
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•»OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLED 

"The  Treasury  of  Religious  Thought"  for 
September,  begins  with  a  short  tribute  to 
Bishop  William  Taylor  and  his  successor. 
Bishop  Hartzell,  recognizing  the  attractive  il 
Instated  articles  on  Africa,  which  were  lately 
furnished  to  the  magazine  by  Bishop  Taylor's 
son.  The  editor,  in  a  Labor  Day  "  Timely  Oc- 
casion, '  speaks  of  the  honor  and  credit  of  the 
nation  as  they  appeared  to  Hamilton  and 
jelterson,  and  now  appear  to  patriotic  and 
honorable  men.  The  initial  sermon  is  on 
Conscientious  Voting,  and  is  by  Rev.  J.  R. 
Atkinson  the  young  rector  of  Trinity  church, 
Elizabeth,  N.  J  ,  whose  portrait  makes  the 
frontispiece  of  the  magazine.  Rev.  Dr  Da 
vid  Gregg  gives  a  most  interesting  sermon 
on  a  "  ,  oung  Woman's  Concept  of  an  Ideal 
Wg  Man."    Dr.  Wm.  S.  Palmer  speaks  of 


SEESE-HINEGARDNER._At  th 
uencc  of  the  bride's  parents,  near  Nokesville 
Prince  William  Co.,  Va.,  by  the  undersigned 
Aug.  13.  ,896,  Bro.  Mahlon   Seese  and    sistei 
lannie  R.  Hinegardner. 

Andrew  Chambers. 
DICKEY-BOWERS.-At  the  home  of  the 
bride's    father,  July   29,    1896,   by  the   under- 
igned,  Mr.  Ira  J.  Dickey  and  Miss  Alice  Ma- 
bel Bowers,  both  of  McPherson,  Kans. 

S.  J.  Miller. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


church,  Ohio,  J 
wife    of  Abraham 


YOUNG.-In  the  Sen 
13.   1896,    Louisa 
Young,    deceased 

1818, 111  Hanover,  Germany.  Slje  leaves  twelve 
children.  She  was  a  faithful  sister  in  the 
Brethren  church  for  many  years.  Her  death 
was  caused  by  cancerous  tumors.  She  bore 
her  sufferings  with  Christian  patience. 

Sarah  Roo 
SHREVE.-At  Waterford,  Ind.    in  the  La 
porte  church  July  4,  1S96,  sister  Thursey  A 
.  aged  52  years,  6  mouths  and  6  days 
She  united   with  the   Brethren  in   1867     She 
faithful    in  all   her  Christian  work'.     Be 
sides  her   husband    she   leaves  two  sons  and 
iree  daughters.     Services  by  the  writer. 

H.  W.  Kheighbaum. 
FLORY.-Ncar  Woodland,  Ind.,  March  !,, 
I96.  Jesse    Blaine   Flory,  aged    n    years    6 
lonths  and  3  days.     Services  by  the  wriier.' 
H.  W.  Kreighbaum. 
HUSTON.-In  the  Portage  church,  Ind    lu- 
ly  2,  1896,  Bro.  John  Huston,  aged  82  year's    4 
months  and  25  days.    He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  church  from  boyhood.    He  was  a  dea- 
fer many  years  and  proved  faithful   to 
...e  end.     Services  by  Eld.  G.  D.  Zollers  and 
the  writer.  H.  W.  Kreighbaum. 

RANCK.-At  his  home  at  Warfordsburg 
fa.,  Aug.  9,  ,896,  Bro.  Philip  Ranck  aged 
nearly  75  years.  Funeral  discourse  next  day 
by  the  writer,  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
from  2  Cor.  S:  I.  Bro.  Ranck  was  widely' 
in  the  churches  in  Pennsylvania  Ma- 
ryland and  Vircitiin      Ho  la.,...,..  '     . 

ie  l,aaves  a  companion 

JihnBenneti. 


ngrega 


PEEBLER.-At  Jennings,  La.,  Aug.  7,  ,896 

Bro.  Jacob  S.    Peebler,   aged  80  years  and  3 

months.     Bro.    Peebler  was  born  in  Simpson 

Co.,  Ky„  May  7,  1816.    He  moved  in  early  life 

to  Illinois,  then  to  Iowa,  back  to  Illinois   then 

Nebraska,  California,  and  about  six  year's  ago 

he   came    to    Louisana.     He   united   with   the 

about    twenty    years    ago.    All    that 

•  last  six  years,  were  spent 

the  church  of  his  choice. 

Jennings    Times  says:  "One  characteristic  of 

Grandpa  Peebler,  as  we  all  loved  to  call  him 

vas   his   unflinching,    honest    stand    for    th 

ight,  regardless   of   the  opinions  of  men,—; 

are  trait  in  these  days."     His  influence  wa 

llways  on  ihe  side  of  right.     A   wife  and  fiv. 

children  survive  him.    The  funeral  was  eon 

ducted  by  Bro.  Geo.    A.  Shambergcr  in  tht 

Brethren's  new  church  in  Jennings. 

C.  D.  Hvlton. 
CULP.— In  the  bounq>  of  the  Round  Moun. 
tain  church,  Ark.,  Aug.  9,  1896,  Barbara  Culp 
aged   76    years   and   8    months.     She    was  a 
iber  of  the  church  for  about  four  years. 
Funeral  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  21:  4. 

Samuel  Weimer. 
WOLFORD.-In  the  Tear  Coat 
tion,  Hampshire  Co.,  W.  Va.,  June  .„ 
lister  Lydia  Wolford,  aged  27  years.  She  sul 
:red  two  weeks  from  a  complication  ot  diseai 
:s.  She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Bretbre 
:hur.ch.  A  few  days  before  her  death  sh 
called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed.  Sh 
leaves  a  husband  and  two  children.  One  pre 
ceded  her  to  the  spirit  world. 

Maggie  E.  Flory. 
WOLFORD.-I„  Ihe  same  congregation 
and  at  the  same  place,  July  22,  1896,  Bro.  John 
I.  Wolford,  aged  about  80  years.  Bro.  Wol- 
ford was  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church 
jout  twenty-four  years.  He  1 
id  seven  children.  Funeral  services  by 
ro.  B.  W.  Smith.  Maggie  E.  Flory. 

PFAUTZ.-In  the  Conestoga  church,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  14,  ,806,  sister  Magda- 
Pfautz,   aged  76  years,  6  months  and  8 
Services  by  the  Brethren  from  Job  14: 
14:   52.    Two    sons    and    two 
daughters  survive.  I.  w.  Taylor 

GOODYEAR.-In  the  Lower  Cumberland 
lurch,  at  Allen,  Pa.,  Aug.  7,  1896,  Bro.  Peter 
B.  Goodyear,  aged  75  years,  4  months  and  26 
days'  J.  B.  Garver 

HARSHEY.-In  the  Warrensburg  congre- 
gation, Johnson  Co.,  Mo.,  Aug.  6,  ,896,  John 
Harshey,  aged  76  years,  4  months  and  12 
days.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  one  daughter 
The  funeral  took  place  at  the  Warrensbure 
liurchhouse.    The    occasion    was    im e5 


gation,  Montgomery  Co,  Ohio,  Aug.  9 
Bro.  John  H.  Stebbins,  ageil  60 years,  10 months 
and  5  days.    Deceased  was  born  Oct.  4    183c 
in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  and  ever  resided  at 
the  place  where  he  departed  this  life.    He 
ah    Keen,    June  28,  1857. 
fo    them     were    born    seven    children -two 
daughters  and  five  sons.    One  infant  son  pre- 
i    his    father    to    the    spirit  world.    He 
leaves  a  wife,  two  daughters  and  four 
He  was  a  kind  and  faithful  father  and 
husband,  a  consistent  church  member  and  an 
energetic    supporter    of    the    Sunday    school. 
I  uneral  services  conducted  by  Bro.  Daniel  M. 
Garver,  of  Farmersville,  Ohio,  from  1  Cor.  it.: 
12,    "For   as   in  Adam  all  die,    even    so  in 
Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive." 

J.  O.  Garst. 
BRANTNER.-At  his  home,  near  Rohrers- 
ille,  Washington  Co.,  Md.,  Aug.  12, 1896,  John 
W.  Brantner,  aged  73  years,  1  month  and  8 


days.    Father 


nffer. 


>  the  la 


great  s 

for  several  years,  but  pa- 
-_e  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Maryland,  July  4,  ,823,  In  March, 
1846,  he  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Deitrick 
who  preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world  in  1878. 
To  this  union  were  born  fifteen  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  still  living.  In  1883  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Knode  who  survives 
him.  Funeral  services  were  c„„d„led  by  „.c 
home  monster.  His  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  the  Rohrersville  cemetery. 

Ada  S.  Culp. 

SETTLE.— At  Carrington,   N.    Dak.,  Aug. 

i,  1S96,  David  S.  Settle,  son  of  Bro.  Frank 

ad  sister  Elizabeth   Settle,  aged   1    year,  8 

months  and  18  days.    Funeral  services  by  the 

Hrethren.  D  H.  Niccum. 

HORNER.-Near  Shoals,  Martin  Co.,  Ind., 
Aug.  3,  1896,  sister  Margaret  Anna,  wife  of 
Bro.  Clement  L.  Horner,  aged  21  years,  4 
months  and  4  days.  Funeral  services  the  fol- 
lowing Sunday  at  Fairview,  by  the  writer, 
from  Rev.  14:  13.  D.  F.  Hoover.   ' 

RODECAP.-Aug.  16,  1896,  Herman,  infant 
son  of  friend  David  and  Clara  Rodecap,  aged 
'-  months  and  2S  days.  Occasion  improved  by 
he  writer.-  D.  F.  Hoover. 

HIMES.— In  the  Russell  church,  Russell 
:o„  Kans.,  July  4,  1896,  of  malignant  tonsili- 
is,  Edith  Elsie  Himes,  aged  11  years,  7 
nonths  and  25  days.  Deceased  was  the 
laughter  of  J.  B.  and  sister  Clara  Himes.  Fu- 
leral  preached  by  the  Brethren.  Burial  at 
he  church  at  Dorrance,  Russell  County, 

John  Hollinger. 
HIMES.-In  the  above-named  place  and 
family,  and  same  disease,  July  31,  1896,  Daniel 
.  aged  8  years,  9  months  and  10 
days.  Deceased  was  the  son  of  J.  B.  and  sis- 
ter Clara  Himes.  Interment  also  at  Dorrance 
hurch.  John  Hollinger 

FOX.-In  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  Ind., 
Aug.  20,  1896,  Susanna  Sala,  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  Fox,  aged  52  years,  5  months 
and  8  days.  She  leaves  a  husband,  mother, 
id  brother.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  from  2  Tim.  4:  6,  7,  8. 
Alex.  Miller. 


by  the  writer  from  Matt.  24:  44 
Harshey  and  wife  were  among  the  first' me 
bers  living  within  the  bounds  of  the  la 
named  congregation.  Fred  Culp 


BEERY.-In  the  Grecnmount  chur 

ch,  Va., 

Aug-  IS,  1896,  of   typhoid    fever,  Bro. 

Martin 

Beery,  aged  6(  years,  6  months  and 

2  days. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  daughte 

s.    Fu- 

neral  services  at  Ihe  Greenmount  ch 

rch  by 

brethren  J.  M.  Kagey  and  D.  Hays  to 

a  large 

audience.                         Jacoh  A,  Ga 

ber, 
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lePlu  the  Wacanda 

!,.'f'.TL'. 

,ePOoori  " 


.  M,.  Northern  I 


etlng   the   day 


.  M„  Middle  District  of  ] 
-  church,  Iowa. 
pistrlctofNorthern  Juwa.Mlnn 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


,  Washington  Co. 


Sept.  12  and  13,  f. 
Sept.  12  and  13, 


■1  I'.  M.,  SaiiK^i'vilK',  Vr 
M.,  Senei 


n-rr;;;il  loll 

per  church 
Adams  Co. 
Seneca  church,  Pendletoi 

Isaac  Pye.T'.j  miles  Gas 


>rsyth  Co.,  N,  C. 

Sept.  10,  Palestine,  St.  Francis  Co.,  Ark. 

Sept.  17,  Wacanda  ohurch,  Kay  Co.,  Mo. 

Sept.  IT,  Mt.  Etna  church,  Iowa. 

sept.  17,  at  ■!  P.  M.,  M  inornl  i  reek  church,  .1  oh uson 

Co.,  Mo. 
Hept,  l»,at-i  P.  M-,  Sugar  Creek,  111. 
wept.  18,  at  10  A.M.,  Upper  Fall  Creek  church,  %% 

n-.il.'s  east  of  Mkldletown.Ind. 


'-id...  Co.,  Ill 
st,  10,  at  2:  30 
\V.  Va. 


1 1  P.  M.,  Rock  Creek  church,  Wfc 
P.  M.,  Alleghany  church,  Grant 
M.,  Klllbock  churoh,  Delaware 


0,at4P.  M„Kyndnmn,  Pn. 
Oct.  10,  Peabody  church,  Kans. 

reek  congregation,  Westmoreln 
0,  Hurricane  Creek  church,  Boi 
0,at  4  P.  M.,Rook  Creek  chur 
ties  north  of  Sabetha. 
.0,  at  3  P.  M.,  at  Catharine  Mar 
•uthwest  of  Columbus,  Kans. 
iO.at  i  P.  M.,  Pleasant  Valley, 

IS  and  14,  at  1  P.  M.,  Arnold's  Gr. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  well-illustra. 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


,,,,,. 


Oct.  1G,  at  10; 

Oct  16.  at  2  P 

Ind, 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
>r  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Sept.  1 

,  at  10  A.  M 

.,  Camden  church,  Ind 

,aHP,M. 

Rock  ton,  Pa. 

Sbipsliewana  church, 

..  Mnplo  Grove  church 

Kans.    N. 

li-sol  mediums  l.i*:;ins 
t  2  P.   M-,  Wolf  Rive 

Brown  Co.,  Kans. 

,  at  I  P. M 

South  Bend,  Ind. 

),  Maple  G 

Sept.  1 

,  at  2  P.  M 

Clear  Creek  church,  M 

s.  |lt.  1 

'■'mll^w. 

Kingman  church,  '„.  n 
-a  oi  U'.-veland,  Kans, 

s-pt.  1 

1,  at  i::;u  P 

M.,  Sam's  Creek  churc 

I 


s-pt,  l',i,  at  i  P.  M.,  Ti] 
Sept.  19,  Rough  Run  c 

Sept.  li).  Good    Hope    c 

S.'p't.  19,  Crowsoii  i-lui 
ofC.J    A   M     It.  It   ■ 

SlpeWlUe,  SomerselCo.,  la. 
Hoot.  22,  Garden  Grove,  Iowa. 
Sept.  22,  Franklin  cliurob,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa. 
Sept,  ^  nnd  23,  at  i  P.  M.,  Lost  Creek  congregate 

Kichtleld  meetinghouse,  Juniata  Co.,  Pa, 
Sept.  23  and  24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Waddam's  Grove,  111. 
sept.  23  and  24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Shannon,  111. 
Sept.  23,  at  10  A.  M,,  Portland,  Jay  Co.,  Ind. 
Sept.  26,  at  10  A.  M.,  Nettle  Creek  churoh,  Hagei 


'.  M„  Uyot,  Pa. 

A.  M.,  Sugar  Creek,  Whitley  C 
M.,  Union  church,  Marshall  C 


.  17  and  18,  at  10  A.  M„  Washing  to 
.  17,  Portage  church,  Ohio. 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Route. 

August 4,  is,  September  1,  16,  29,  and  October 
all  C.  B.  &  Q.  ticket  agents  will  sell  excursion 
ts  at  very  low  rates  to  the  farm  lands  and 
principal  cities  of  the  West,  Northwest  and  South- 
wost,  Take  this  opportunity  to  go  and  see  th« 
splendid  crops  that  Nol'Mi^kn,  Northern  Kansas 
and  other  wostorn  sections  have  produoed  this 
year.    Bond  for   a   pamphlet   (no   charge)   about 

songor  Agent,  C. 


Seed-Time. 


iii.i,. . 


I  A.VI'H 


y  1 


oil   I 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum *    S° 


;,  Griping,  a 

ol  trouble.    Whore  there  la  no  agent  It  la  free  to 

any   mother  by  sending  us  hor  address.     These 

Remedies  are  simply  wonderful  for  babies  one  day 

wo  yearn  old.    Agents  wanted  in  unoccuplod 

Itory  to  soli  Victor  Itemedios.    Houd  for  terms, 

VICTOR  RKMKDIBB  CO., 


;opic! 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac.— Every  f 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in 
ery  way.     Price,  per  copy,    10  cents;   special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad. 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei: 


urch.Oblo. 
i,  Lonoke  C 


Sept. 25, at  -IP. 
Sept.  25,  at  4  P. 

Co.,  Kans. 
Sept.  28  and  27, 

Co.,  Iowa,  D 


[.,  Bear  Creel 
I.,  Salem  chi: 
I.,  Wade's  Bi 


1  Fork  0 
roll  Co.,  Ind. 
Sept.  26,  Romlne  church,  5 


Sept.  SO  and  27,  at  2  P.  M.,  Prairie  City,  Iowa. 
Sept.  215  and  27,  Red  Cloud  church,  Nebr. 
Sept.  2fl,  at  2  P.  M.,  Salem  church,  Reno  Co.,  Kans. 
Sept.  26  and  27,  at  10  A.  M.,  Vermillion  church, 

Marshall  Co.,  Kans. 
Sept.  26,  at  11  A.  M.,  Brooklyn  church,  Iowa. 
Bept.26,  at  Dickey  meetinghouse,  -1  milfs  southeast 


mrthof  Hoyle  I 
3,  Root  River  c 


Kans, 

Mich.    Tu'oao 

>t.  3,  at  a 


M.,  Pleasant  Vis 


hippewa  Creek  ch 

nd  7  P.  M.  by  notifying 


;t'  u>  New  Hopo,  Jackson  Co.,  Ii 
=t  9,  at  4  P.  M.,  Macoupin  Creek 

/«Sc°o.?Iow^M-'Llberty 
Helzep  Kaat  2P,M-'  Walnut  Va 

"tftoifi^"  Gree"  spring  chv 

'  AlientCoP'ohiMllEarCreek  church 


churoh,  Jef- 
tlley  church. 


•  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  < 

1  pet  Inch,  each  I 


hree  months  (13  times), 
x  months  (26  times),... 

ne  year  (52  times) 

^T-No  Cuts  or  other  clc 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


ail  on  receipt  c 


J.  S.  Flory.. 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


j  following  lotterc 


ingle  subscription,  1 


•  3SC 


.VAc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subicription,  per  year 10  cents 

6  copies,  per  quarter 4  cuts 


valuable  lufon 
Mo,,  July  LG,I« 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 


Landscape  antl  I 


d,  extra  one.  size  3S*&^.-   ■ 

1  Landscape,  size  8x5^ 

1  Landscape,  size  Bx6i^ 

and  Landscape,  size  S^sSX,. 
i  Landscape,  size  3J^xR>i. .  .  - 
nery,  size  a^xB^ 


When  ordering  cards  be  « 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  thi 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


Can  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  fan 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  c 
rates  and  we  pay  the  re 


half-fare 
For  particu- 

SCHOOL  COMPANY, 
Fruitdale,  Ala. 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

lble,  red-edge,  per  dosea  .  .  .  I    8 
Books,  eaoh, *0 


I  eaeh  l»ii«n. 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Always  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Monnt  Morris,  111, 


ildrr  llii'.v  Ki 

wworsoand  wo 

lciK   only    In 

lporary  relief,    1 

rumnii'iii-i'il 

ii|.|il!rtU  I..11 

1HHHS 

tny  more.    Respectfully, 

know   Mr.    11 

ie  applied  fo 
sponsible  mu 

is  letter  was  recc 

r  the  agency,  w« 
n.    Now,  having 

You  Would  Now  Havo  Tour 

THIRD  CROP 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


In  your  barn  or  in  stack  if  you  were  living 
on  a  little  $1,200  farm  on  the  Dos  Palos  Colony 
in  California.  These  three  crops  would  weigh 
not  less  that  five  tons,  and  you  would  be  look- 
ing forward  to  a  fourth  mowing  about  Sept.  I. 
You  would  feel  good  to  get  so  much  choice 
feed  tor  so  little  work,  from  so  little  land. 
Your  wife  would  be  glad  to  get  such  an  abun- 
dance of  fresh,  young  vegetables  from  tending 
so  small  a  garden.  Your  daughters  would  de- 
light in  their  flowers.  Your  boys  would  have 
fun  in  bringing  home  game  and  fish  nearly 
everyday.  You  would  all  rejoice  in  picking 
many  kinds  of  fruit  to  eat.  Your  pigs  would 
be  in  clover.  Your  cows  would  be  saving  hay 
for  winter  by  feeding  on  the  superabundant 
vegetation  of  the  garden  and  orchard.  And 
you  would  be  free  from  care  and  worry. 
Write  to 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipoing  and  Commission  ftochaBt 

305  S.  Charles  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Batter  Seat  Poultry,  Game  and  Fruits,  Bpecial* 
ties.  Ha>,  Slrinr.  Grain,  Fun,  Hides,  Dried TrulM 
u<  Soais- 
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.u  in  Lsivoaing  Foil 


I  Report 


Baking 
Powder 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 


i ,  tcgai 

church 

Bgan.  Ell 

l.,ui  Borkey  ineotlnghouBi 

Sb 

.  M.,M 

DOS   Mo 

Ic.Gottysb 
hob  City  i 

rg. 

'.  M.    1 

anther 

roojc,  Dallas 

Oofc,  i:,. in.  in  \.  M, 

l.mtd'  ssvlllu 

ln.i 

A.  M.,  Uppor 

OOt,  10,  0.1  '^  1'.  M., 

Ool    it.  Llavllle  t 

Ool.  80,atS  l'.  M., 

uniii  Feohur 

Oct.  S3,  at  a  P.  M., 

ovilh  Enylifc! 

Who  Should  Go  West. 


would  result,  hut  l 

ally,  in  [jood  health,  hi 

why  lio  should  try  Inr 
a  people,  however,  wlio 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

^§  FARMING 

P Lands 

At  LOW  PBlt'ES  and  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

TlmDerefl  Lands  "rsr 

fFdiriG     L>3nd§   'NoXllakota. 

Uonj  I, I«  for  .snln  on   llio  CHOP   PAKMEN1 

PLAN.— "On  the  Sua  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

On  GoTOinmont  Lnn.ls  In  Wells.  I'iprco,  Benson.  McLean 
Nelleurv.  War.l.  aa.l  ,.lli..r  1'i.uiilii'i  in  Nurtli  Fnkota. 
-"On  Ihe  Soo  Line." 

LIQNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 

Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 


BRETHREN 


re  respectfully  asked 
3  thoroughly  inveati- 
a  "On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 
pou    new  homes.     Come 


The   Land   Department  of  the   Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

H03  located  a  large  and  flourishing  colony 


choice  agricultural 
ftndV"ln*F03TKK,  WEM-S  and  EDDY  Counties, 
D  NORTH  DAKOTA.  Tin'  BRETHREN  haveor- 
■anized  aCHUKCH  at  Carrlngton,  Foster  County, 
tnd  the  funds  for  a  well-equipped  meetinghouse 
no  already  subscribed. 
Among  the  many  advantages  pos 


I  i.y  these 


with   c 
and    numerous   platforms  fo: 

1  Is  u  BLACK  LOAM  resting  ( 
dmirably  adapted  for  raising  w 
grains,  Has  and  vegetables, 
re  lllty  public  schools  in  Foster  i 


,i|,./iii.' 


.SMALL  STREAMS  an. I 


„„[  MK1NKJNU  WATKK, 
ibtalued  nt  a  depth     *  '- 

3NITE  COAL  sells 


PRICE  paid  for  pr 
ITIESare  a 

[ll)t'-|]li::     nil 


mi  better  shipping  facilit 
the  fennel  where  chore  are  com 

l.\MJ  NT    HOMESTEAD    lands   can  be 

|,  I    Rl-.h  .       I  him!    .-nil    tic    pilivhasi'if    nil     the 

'WMKN'T  PLAN    on  as   favorable   prices 
OE  RAILROAD  LANDS  soil  from  $3.00  to 

IS.-ONE-TENTH  CASH  DOWN,  balance 
..  .-.I  niinu.il    payments,   with   iiit.it-st  at 

mill  publications  iI-'M-rlblni;  this  si-olicm  of 

!.■-  mi.:  si. [in  ■■-■.,.,  ,if  Hri-rliVi  n   now    I  n rated 

C.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  K.  R., 
.  PHIPPS,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

I  Commissioner, 


►  are 

r 

j>  47tf 

[  W, 

t  a<fi 

r 


HALF  FARES  f2r.""'1'ese_ek,er„8Aa,^ 


RATES  01 
Trams  am 
Line." 

Address.  T.  I. : 


Kiuhvny,  MINNEAPOLIS,  Minnesota 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  Immigration  Aeant, 

DETEOIT,  Michigan 

Or,  FBANKSWICKABI).  Trav.  Immigration  Agent, 

NUETH  M.\N<  Hh-.li-.K    InJiimi 


Farm  for  Sale! 


Only  ihe  Best... 


directing  the  special  nil  en  - 
ami  friends.  Come  and  see! 
urches  nro  in  close  proxlm- 
i  lands,  and  the  special    at- 


Eound-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Pare 


ONLY  30  CENTS  R.ffi!S 

i-      Viiy.l,.;ii-ab!..  goods  for  plain 
i    m  'i    pn,stitL'e     tamp*.      H. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


Brethren.': 


|  Plain  Clothing 


ember  of  < 
!s  to  wear  i 


r  There  is  no  excuse  for  ; 

r  the  Brethren  church,  who 

t  Plain  Clothing,  not  having 

r>  Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 

a  our   clothing,    measuring    blanks    tape 

l.  measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 

r,  sent  on  application.     Our  rules  for  self. 

I  measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 

r  understand  them, 

P  We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 

r>  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 

^  er  or  goods  can  be  returned.    Our  prices 
•easonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

WARSAW,  IND, 
have  discontinued  our  Chicago  office  and  ,„ 


'!/«, 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


These  lands  are  all  in  a  hardwood  timber  be! 
ovi-red  with  a  splendid  growth  of  whlto  and  n 
iak    maple,  elm,    and    poplar,  interspersed  wit 

arge  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mow- 

icre  on  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  pu 
mm  only.    The  lauds  are  especially  adapted  t 


1  indetitrufti- 


"BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  $X*7  inches. 
This  is  the  Style  of  Type; 
CHAPTER  1.  ?J*ke 

Hxtfrom  Abraham  to  Joseph. 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sus  Christ,  Hue  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham   begat  I'saac;   and 
I'saac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -^Ja'cob 

begat  Ju'daa  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  fJu'das  begat  Pha'res  and 


and  h  Pha'res  A.Ruth 


whose  home  place  i 


(in: .H    indue 

Linr.    i    ■'.[!( 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop, 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  Is  centrally  located,  and  the  most  respect- 
able House  of  its  class  In  the  City.  The  charges  lie 
moderate,  varying  Id  price  Irom  75  cents  to  li.jo  per  dsy 
per  person.  Thompson's  Reittnrant  nndernasth,  Pint 
clui  Pussngsr  BItvitor, 


$4.00. 


uporl 


f  thecloaai 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth  Bud 
r,  are  the  very  best,  the  rate  for  whlp- 
iK-ing  only  7';  to  0  cents  per  huuduod. 


watered   with   croeks 

is,  the  water  being  pure  am 

■  for    building    purposes,   : 
Splendid  climate.    No  prairie  Wll 
ldeul  place  for  a  home, 
nds  are  set  aside  exclusive 


ittendance  of  ii,  an 
and  30, Oct.  Band  2 


a  all  points  I 
xceod  *15.00o: 


Don't  fail  to  call  fur  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

iddreis,  BRETHBGN'S  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  111 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE- 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MKSSENCE 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free, 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma.  J 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat, 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  re. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  ma}  jn. 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  tn  ^ 
haler  in  the  original  package.    I  nave  a  4 

many  hundred,  and   have  nothing   "u!  5one. 
reports  from  them.     Every  family  n|c° 
Send  for  it.    Agents  wanted.    Address 

DR.  BJ.  J.  WOBSTi     , 
Patent  applied  tor.  ASHLAND.  <"*' 
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-j- EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^- 

In  addressing  the  members  of  a  high-school 
class,  the  late  Governor  Russell  of  Massachusetts 
uttered  these  words,  which  will  surely  live:  "  Re- 
member that  there  is  one  thing  better  than  making 
1  living, — making  a  life,"  In  these  words  he  has 
struck  the  key-note  of  the  aim  and  purpose  that 
should  actuate  the  true  believer.  It  is  the  life  that 
is  of  chief  importance;  all  things  else  are  but  sec 
ondary  at  best.       

The  Christian  Guardian,  of  Toronto,  in  a  recent 
issue,  makes  international  arbitration  a  special 
feature.  In  an  open  letter  to  the  Canadian  Pari 
ment,  it  urges  favorable  action  on  the  subject, 
is  encouraging  to  see  the  increasing  sentiment 
against  war, — a  position  that  the  Brethren  have 
held,  lo,  these  many  years.  Instead  of  the  Breth 
ren  being  behind  the  times  on  some  of  the  leading 
questions,  they  are  actually  in  the  front  ranks,  and 
far  in  advance  of  the  religious  world  in  general. 
The  position  against  slavery  and  the  drink  evil,  as 
well  as  war,  was  a  settled  principle  among  ou 
Brethren,  years  before  other  religious  bodies  took 
a  decided  stand  against  those  evils. 


Too  often  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  country 
weary  0f  the  honest  toil  of  the  farm,  seek  the 
lhe  crowded  streets  of  the  city,  hoping  to  gain 
Wealth  and  happiness.  Their  desire  is  not  always 
attained,  as  thousands,  who  find  themselves  with 
°ut  either  work  or  friends,  could  testify.  There 
0ught  to  be  a  lesson  for  the  restless  ones  in  the 
short  letter  of  a  country  girl  who,  after  a  brief 
Perience  in  the  city,  wrote  these  lines:  "  I  would 
n°t  give  my  home   in  the   country  for   the   whoh 

'  v-     I  am  homesick  for  the  green  fields  and  the 
^ady  lanes.     Tell  all  the  boys  and  girls  to  appi 

'ate  their  pleasant  homes,  and  thank  the  Lord  for 
e  a,r*  PUre  water  and  pure  companions." 


xl.-eolithic  age,  the  m- 
d  Europe  belonged  to 


The  exact  spot  of  the  cradle  of  the  human  race 
has  always  been  a  matter  of  interest.  The  recent 
discovery  of  flint  implements  in  Somaliland  by  Mr. 
Seton-Karr  is  regarded  as  an  important  contribu- 

an  to  the  evidence,  by  means  of  which  men   of 

ience  hope,  eventually,  to  be  able  to  locate  the 
cradle  of  the  human  race.  The  implements  re- 
ferred to  are  identical  in  form  with  those  found  in 
thwestern  Europe  and  in  India,  and  this  fact  is 
thought  to  be  an  indication  that  in  the  remote  pre 
historic  times,  called  the 
habitants  of  Asia,  Africa 
a  single  race.  

The  story  is  told  of  a  farmer  who  owned  a  place, 
which  scarcely  yielded  a  living,  so  poor  was  it. 
He  toiled  on  until  death  relieved  him  of  his  bur- 
den, then  his  son  came  in  his  place  to  manage  it. 
Knowing  of  his  father's  poor  success,  he  began  to 
look  around  for  other  resources  on  this  supposed 
lean  farm,  and  soon  discovered  veins  of  gold.  Fol- 
lowing these  he  soon  reached  immense  beds  of 
wealth  beneath  the  rocky  surface.  The  father  who 
owned  the  place  as  much  so  as  the  son,  died  poor, 
while  his  son  became  rich  from  the  same  fields. 
Where  was  the  difference  in  the  two  men?  Only  in 
the  knowledge  of  what  was  in  the  land.  It  is  not 
what  we  have  but  what  we  know  that  benefits  us. 
And  this  is  true  of  our  religion.  Only  as  we  lay 
hold  upon  the  "  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,"  will 
we  obtain  the  blessing  that  is  promised  "to  him 
that  secketh.;' ■"'    '       burden 


ters  of 
work 


inounced  that  in  the  national  headquar- 
le  of  the  prominent  political  parties  no 
done  on  Sunday  during  the  campaign. 
This  is  a  departure  from  the  custom  of  former 
years,  but  will  not  cost  that  party  a  single  vote, 
for  the  better  class  of  the  people  are  always  in  fa- 
vor of  those  who  respect  God's  law.  Is  there  not 
a  lesson  here,  for  many  a  believer,  who  permits 
the  adversary  of  souls  to  lead  him  into  doing  some 
things  on  Sunday  that  are  not  in  harmony  with  the 
sacred  character  of  the  day,  and  which,  in  the  end, 
will  prove  to  be  his  destruction? 


dispatch  from  Japan,  Sept.  2,  says  that 
much  alarm  is  felt  here  over  a  meager  report  of  a 
great  earthquake  which  occurred  in  the  northeast 
province  and  of  the  main  island  of  Japan,  on  Mon- 
day evening.  The  town  of  Rukogo  has  been  en- 
tirely destroyed,  and  several  other  towns  severely 
damaged.  Many  persons  are  reported  to  have 
been  killed,  and  a  still  larger  number  injured, 
while  a  multitude  have  suffered  severe  losses  by 
damage  to  property.  The  provinces  visited  by  the 
earthquake  are  the  same  as  those  devastated  by 
the  terrible  tidal  wave  of  June  15,  when  a  large 
number  of  towns  were  wiped  out,  and  the  esti- 
mated loss  of  life  was  30,000.  The  recollection  of 
the  havoc  to  human  life  wrought  by  that  convul- 
sion causes  grave  anxiety  as  to  what  further  re- 
ports may  show  of  the  results  of  Monday's  earth- 
quake. On  the  same  day  a  typhoon  caused  exten- 
sive damage  in  Southern  Japan. 


In  a  literal  sense,  Buddhism  may  be  said  to  be 
a  matter  of  the  head,  as  well  as  of  the  heart.  The 
splendid  temple  of  Buddha  in  Kyoto,  attests  this 
fact.  In  raising  its  timbers,  ropes  made  of  hair 
were  used,  Japanese  women,  to  the  number  of 
three  hundred  thousand,  had  their  heads  shorn  to 
furnish  the  material  for  the  ropes, — a  self-denial 
distinctly  unique,  and  from  one  point  of  view  im- 
pressive. Looking  at  the  sacrifices  of  heathenism 
in  general,  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  put  to 
shame  the  Christian  who,  with  the  blessed  light  of 
the  Gospel,  is  slow  to  show  his  gratitude  by  a  sp  r-  . 
it  of  sacrifice,  in  harmony  with  the  religion  which 
he  professes.  With  too  many  there  is  but  little  of 
the  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  that  characterized 
the  early  Christians. 



•      Th«   late   riots    in   Constantinople,   whicli  itjrre^., 
awakened  |    f  sm' U->rb«. terrible  loS»„;,f  life  am  :n<?  t   ..." 


A  significant  example  of  the  change  of  opinion 
that  may  be  produced  even  in  Anarchists  by  a 
change  of  position,  has  occurred  in  Australia. 
The  workmen  in  a  mine  demanded  an  equal  divis- 
ion of  its  profits.  The  owners  resisted  the  demand. 
Not  long  after,  the  mine  being  apparently  exhaust- 
ed, the  owners  abandoned  the  claim.  It  was  tak- 
en by  the  disaffected  workmen,  who  opened  it  up 
with  sudden  and  great  success.  The  profits  were 
divided  equally  among  them,  and  they  invited  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  justice  and  liberality  of  their 
action.  Soon,  however,  they  were  obliged  to  hire 
laborers,  who,  in  their  turn,  demanded  an  equal 
share  with  the  present  owners  in  the  profits  of  the 
mine.  The  demand  was  vigorously  resisted  and 
they  were  driven  off  by  bayonets,  the  sometime 
communists  calling  in  the  military  to  defend  their 
rights.  As  long  as  humanity  refuses  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  equitable  teachings  of  the  "  Golden 
Rule  "  there  will  be  strife  between  labor  and  capi- 
tal. Practical  Christianity,  thoroughly  permeating 
the  heart,  will  settle  all  difficulties  by  the  Gospel 
method. 


,  -1  dii 


ice  to  modern  .jivili/.atuAe 
and  all  tin.  .fire  deplorable  because  there  seems 
to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  relief.  The  past 
history  of  the  Turk  amply  justifies  the  suspicion 
that  no  very  effective  efforts  will  be  made  to 
prevent  such  outrages  as  have  been  dyeing  the 
Constantinople  streets  red  with  Armenian  blood. 
Where  is  that  vaunted  European  "agreement"  by 
which  the  Sultan  was  to  be  held  within  the  bounds 
of  decency?  Where  is  England's  boasted  activity 
on  behalf  of  the  Christian  civilization  of  the  Ori- 
ent? It  would  seem  that  the  European  powers 
have  decided  that  the  saving  ol  life  and  suffering 
is  not  worth  while,  since  it  may  imperil  their 
chance  claims  to  a  little  of  the  coveted  lands  of 
the  Ottoman.         

The  evils  of  cigarette  smoking  have  already 
been  referred  to  in  these  columns.  An  added  evi- 
dence of  their  harmfulness  is  found  in  the  follow- 
ing: "The  teacher  of  a  public  school  in  Chicago 
found  that  eighty  of  her  scholars  smoked  from  two 
to  twenty  cigarettes  a  day.  Six  only  of  these  boys 
were  able  to  do  good  work  in  their  classes.  The 
victims  of  the  cigarette  habit  confessed  that  they 
were  suffering  constantly  from  headache,  drowsi- 
ness and  dizziness.  Many  declared  they  could  not 
write  well  because  their  hands  trembled.  A  num- 
ber were  '  shaky '  when  they  walke'd,  and  unable  to 
run  for  any  distance.  They  could  not  rouse  them- 
selves to  meet  the  examination  test.  The  teacher 
reported  that  they  were  sure  to  fail  if  asked  to 
memorize  anything.  Several  of  the  smokers  were 
from  four  to  five  years  too  old  for  their  grade,  and 
it  was  found  that  after  they  began  to  smoke  their 
progress  ceased.  Except  in  three  instances,  the 
scholars  hardest  to  discipline  were  smokers.  Tru- 
ancy and  theft  were  directly  traced  to  indulgence 
in  the  habit.  Boys  who  had  reformed  and  joined 
the  Anti-Cigarette  Society  said  they  felt  like  dif- 
ferent boys.  The  power  and  perniciousness  of  the 
cigarette  habit  are  revealed  by  this  fresh  testimony 
from  a  competent  and  careful  observer." 
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A  WORKING/HAN'S  EVENINO  HYMN. 

0  "  Son  of  the  carpenter!'  daylight  is  cone; 

My  workshop  is  closed,  my  thoughts  are  now  free, 
The  noise  of  earth's  traffic  is  hushed  in  the  streets, 
And  my  heart  and  my  voice  I  lift  unto  thec. 

1  sing  of  the  glory  from  which  thou  didst  come 
To  live  in  a  cottage  and  work  for  thy  hrcad; 

I  sing  of  the  glory  which  thou  dist  conceal 

In  a  carpenter's  son,  'neath  a  carpenter's  shed, 
flow  lowly  thy  life!  how  simple  t/iy  toil  I 

No  temple  or  palace  emblazons  thine  art; 
Thy  kinsfolk  cared  not  for  Illy  birth  or  thy  deeds; 

Thy  mother  alone  kept  these  things  in  her  heart. 
O  "  Son  of  the  carpenter"  now  on  thy  throne, 

Reveal  unto  me  thy  wonderful  plan 
For  building  an  earthly  yet  heavenly  life  — 

For  growing  in  favor  with  God  and  with  man! 
1,  too,  am  a  toiler,  unheeded,  unknown; 

1,  too,  have  a  spirit  which  longs  to  be  free; 
O  teach  me  to  work  and  patiently  wait, 

While  knowing  my  kinship  with  God  and  with  ///,-, 
—George  II.  Fnlkrto, 


of  the  twelve  sons 
re  also  the  stones  we 


AARON'S  VESTMENTS.-Ex.  28:  2. 

BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 

i.  The  first  vestments  which  Aaron,  Moses' 
brother  wore,  were  the  KlTlon  and  the  Robe  of  the 
Ephod.  These  two,  when  put  together,  formed  a 
complete  vestment.  The  Robe  of  the  Ephod 
was  the  undergarment.  It  was  one  long,  straight 
piece  of  blue  cloth  reaching  down  to  the  feet, 
with  a  hole,  or  opening,  in  the  centre  for  the 
head  to  pass  through,  which  hole,  or  opening,  was 
bound  about  that  it  might  not  be  rent  in  putting 
it  on,  or  taking  it  off.  The  Ephod  was  the  tipper 
garment.  It  was  shorter,  and  considered  essential 
lu  all  the  parts  of  divine  worship.      It  \vas_  made 


It  t   and    of?  ^«.e    ovrJ^i 

'  richest  hi  metals  was  there,  the  dee]a>,  feanj'  most 
beautiful  dyes,  the  finest  and  purest  linen.  It  was 
wrought  with  the  greatest  skill.  God  seems  actu- 
ally to  have  given  "the  spirit  of  wisdom"  to  the 
workmen  who  made  it,  for  it  is  said  to  have  been 
made  with  "cunning  work,"  i.  e.,  superbly  orna- 
mented and  embroidered. 

These  things  were  among  the  "  shadows  of  things 
to  come."  What  is  the  Ephod  that  Jesus,  our  Great 
High  Priest,  wore  when  he  entered  the  holy  place 
to  make  inteicession  for  us?  His  righteousness! 
It  means  all  that  he  became,  did  and  suffered,  to 
merit  for  his  people  the  forgiveness  of  sin  and 
the  gift  of  eternal  lite.  This  righteousness  of 
Christ, — this  Ephod  of  his,— is  of  the  finest  mate- 
rials. It  is  a  "clothing  of  wrought  gold,"  a  "rai- 
ment of  needlework,"  wrought  with  all  the  skill  of 
heaven.  It  covered  Christ  from  head  to  foot,  his 
whole  soul  from  the  cradle  to  the  cross. 

The  Christian,  also,  is  a  priest,  bound  to  present 
his  "  body  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto 
God  which  is  his  reasonable  service."  What  is 
the  Ephod  which  must  cover  his  soul?  It  is  this, 
"  Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus!  "  He  is  "  our  righte- 
ousness," the  cunning  work  of  God,  the  gold  of 
the  Godhead,  the  purple  and  scarlet  of  his  pre- 
cious blood,  the  fine,  twined  linen  of  his  spotless 
obedience! 

2.  The  Ephod  or  upper  garment  was  fastened  on 
the  shoulders  with  two  precious  stones,  —  "two 
onyx  stones," — one  on  each  shoulder.  The  names 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel  were  engraved, — six 
names  on  each  stone.  These  two  onyx  stoi.es  were 
set  in  ouches  or  sockets  of  gold  and  fastened  by 
chains.  They  were  put  upon  the  high  priest's 
shoulders,  and  the  names  thereon  he  was  to  bear 
before  the  Lord. 

Moreover,  just  above  the  girdle,  in  the  middle 
of  the  Ephod,  joined  to  it  by  little  gold  chains, 
rings  and  strings,  rested  the  square,  oracular 
vith  the  mysterious  Urim  and  Thum- 
In  it  twelve  precious  stones  were  set,  each 


sh  priest  wore  the 
.vhich  was  a  plate  of 
-a  motto  legible  to 


bearing  one  of   the   1 

Jacob  engraven  on  it 

precious,  all  set  in  gold  enclosings,  and  the  whole 

was  bound  to  the  Ephod  with  golden  chains. 

What  are,  dear  reader,  the  stones  which  were 
fastened  on  his  shoulders,  —  Christ's  Ephod  or 
robe  of  righteousness  as  he  entered  within  the 
veil  on  the  day  of  his  ascension?  You,  on  his  right 
shoulder,  and  Ion  his  left!  .  .  .  "When  he  hath 
found  his  lost  sheep  he  Iayeth  it  on  his  shoulders, 
rejoicing."  "  Even  to  your  old  age  I  am  he;  even 
to  hoar  hairs  will  I  carry  you.  I  have  made  and  I 
will  tear;  even  I  will  carry  and  will  deliver."  We 
are  precious  in  his  sight,  set  in  sockets  of  gold, 
bound  to  him  with  the  chains  of  his  electing  love, 
his  drawing  love,  his  covenant  love.  Precious 
thought,  to  know  that  we  are  the  jewels  which 
fasten,  on  the  shoulders  of  Christ,  the  Ephod  of 
his  righteousness!  Let  us,  therefore,  bear  up  the 
children  of  God  on  our  shoulders,  on  the  wings  of 
our  prayers,  and  be  helpers  of  one  another's  joy 
and  one  another's  sorrow! 

And  what  is  the  flashing  breastplate  which  is 
fastened  upon  the  breast  of  Christ,— just  over  his 
heart?  It  is  his  amazing  love  which  "  passeth 
knowledge."  Our  names  are  engraved  upon  it! 
He  enters  into  the  Holy  of  holies  and  God,  the 
Father,  reads  upon  the  sacred  pectoral  of  his  be- 
loved Son  your  name  and  mine.  Do  not  say, 
reader,  that  God  has  forgotten  you,  that  in  this 
immense  concert  of  the  universe  you  pass  un- 
noticed or  unperceived.  You  are  not  forgotten! 
He  now  reads  your  name  engraved  upon  his  Son's 
breast!  Can  a  mother  forget  her  child?  Can  God 
forget  his  creatures?  If  he  should,  lo,  before  his 
eyes  is  the  breastplate  of  our  Great  High  Priest  as 
a  perpetual  reminder  that  in  him  "we  live  and 
move  and  have  our  being." 

3.  Upon  his  head  the  Jew: 
Mithe,  upon  the  forefront  of 
pure  gold.  On  that  plate  wa 
all:  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord! 
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forehead?  See  you  the  motto  engraved  upon  it? 
From  first  to  last  he  was  a  holy  Savior.  "He  did 
no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth."  He 
was  "the  Lamb  of  God,  without  blemish  and  with- 
out spot." 

As  "priests  unto  God"  we  are  all  wearing 
mitres,  but  all  have  not  the  plate  of  pure  gold  and 
the  motto!  And  yet  we  have  been  told  that  "  with- 
out holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord." 

4.  The  last  things  to  be  mentioned  with  Aaron's 
garments  were  the  golden  bells  and  pomegranates 
in  colors  of  blue,  purple  and  scarlet  which  adorned 
the  lower  hem  of  the  High  Priest's  skirts.  One 
small  golden  bell  was  to  be  attached  to  the  hem 
between  each  two  of  the  pomegranates.  The 
pomegranate  is  a  tree,  with  a  beautiful  flower  and 
fruit,  growing  in  the  garden  of  the  Orient.  It  was 
used  in  the  high-priest's  garments,  to  mark  fruit- 
fulness  and  fragrance.  As  to  the  bells,  they  were 
intended  to  keep  up  the  people's  attention  to  the 
very  solemn  and  important  office  the  priest  was 
then  performing,  that  they  might  all  have  their 
hearts  engaged  in  the  work  or  service. 

When  Christ  entered  the  Holy  of  holies  he  left  be- 
hind him  the  perfume  of  the  pomegranates  and  the 
gladsome  sound  of  the  melody  of  bells.  What  is 
the  sweet  influence  of  Jesus,  which,  after  nineteen 
centuries,  has  not  lost  of  its  power  and  efficacy,  if 
not  the  pomegranates  which  adorn  the  hem  of  his 
garment?  What  is  the  Gospel,  with  its  precious 
and  never-failing  promises,  if  not  the  bells  of  his 
Ephod,  tinkling  while  Jesus,  our  Great  High  Priest 
walks  amid  the  candlesticks?  Sweet  fragrance! 
Gladsome  music! 

Reader,  whenever  you  go  a 
carry  pomegranates  with  you 
and  "  a  savor  of  life  unto  life 

your  garments  be  as  a  "  field  which  the  Lord 
hath  blessed."  Carry  also  a  sound  wherever  you  go! 
Not  a  step,  Christian,  without  the  clear  sound  of 
the  Gospel  bells,  for  "ye  are  our  epistles,  written 
in  our  hearts,  known  and  read  of  all  men 


the  epistle  of  Christ,  ministered  by  us,  written 
with  ink,  but  with   the   Spirit   of  the  living  God 
not  on  tables  of  stone,  but  in  fleshly  tables  of  th 
heart." 
Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


•  LET  YOUR  LIGHT  SHINE." 
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wherever  you  go, 
a  savor  of  Christ," 
nd  let  the  smell  of 


light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  you 
good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  "- 
Matt.  5:  16. 

The  above  text  is  taken  from  Christ's  memora- 
ble Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  language  was 
addressed  to  the  disciples,  and  is  applicable  to  all 
the  children  of  God  now.  Christ  names  eight  char- 
acteristics of  the  true  child  of  God,  and  pro. 
nounces  eight  blessings  upon  him.  These  noble 
traits  of  Christian  character  enter  into  daily  ljfe 
"The  poor  in  spirit"  are  humble  and  lowly,  and 
feel  their  need  of  a  Savior  continually,  They 
mourn  for  wrongs  committed,  and  cast  off  the  lusts 
of  the  flesh,  and  suppress  the  arrogant  spirit. 
They  are  meek,  and  of  a  quiet  spirit,  and  being  pos- 
sessed of  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  they  hunger  and 
thirst  after  his  righteousness,  and  are.  not  satisfied 
with  the  husks  of  worldlyism.  They  are  merciful, 
even  as  their  Father  in  heaven  is  merciful.  The 
above  traits  lead  to  purity  of  heart  and  life,  and 
inspire  us  with  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality. 
Purity  of  life  leads  to  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Spirit,  hence  the  children  of  God  are  peacemakers. 
"A  disturber  among  brethren  is  an  abomination  in 
the  sight  of  God." 

By  a  strict  observance,  and  living  up  to  the  heav- 
enly teachings  we  will  meet  opposition  and  per- 
secution from  the  unregenerate  and  self-willed, 
"  For  they  that  will  live  godly  in  this  present  world, 
shall  suffer  persecution."  As  the  sun  is  the  light 
of  the  physical  universe,  so  Christ,  the  Sun  of. 
Righteousness,  is  the  light  of  the  spiritual  realm. 
We  can  only  reflect  a  borrowed  light,  that  is,  Christ 
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"^^ligfrf  sfiTFie  we"  must  be  thoroughly  Christed. 

Light  and  darkness  cannot  dwell  together,  for 
light  banishes  or  drives  away  darkness.  Go  into  a 
dark  room,  and  light  a  lamp  and  see  how  quick  the 
darkness  disappears.  The  natural  man  is  utter 
darkness  without  the  illuminating  rays  of  the  Sun 
of  Righteousness,  but  let  Christ,  the  light  of  the 
world,  enter  into  him,  and  the  darkness  vanishes. 
"In  him  (Christ)  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the 
light  of  men."  "  I  am  come  a  light  into  the  world, 
that  whosoever  believeth  on  me  should  not  abide 
in  darkness."  John  1:4;  12:46.  "  Let  your  light 
shine"  enters  into  every  avenue  and  channel  or 
life.  The  life  and  characteristics  of  Christ  should 
be  manifest  in  us,  that  the  world  may  see  that  we 
have  been  with  Christ  and  learned  of  him.  "F°r 
as  he  is,  so  are  we  in  this  life." 
We  manifest  this  light,— 

1.  By  a  strict  life  of  obedience  to  the  Gospel. 

2.  By  a  godly  walk  and  a  chaste  conversation. 

3.  By  truthfulness  and  faithfulness  in  our 
ings  with  our  fellow-men. 

4.  By  meeting  our  obligations,  and  making  ou 
word  or  promises  good  at  all  times. 

5.  By  doing  to  all  men,  as  we  would  that  they 
should  do  to  us. 

6.  By  giving  no  occasion  for  offense. 

7.  By  living  blameless  lives. 

8.  By  being  separate  from  the  wicked,  and  hav 
ing  no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  0 
darkness,  but  rather  reprove  them. 

Some  seem  to  think,  that,  if  they  have  been  bapj 
tized  and   obey  the   external   ordinances,  it  >s    - 
that  is  necessary,  but  without  that  Christed,  c 
secrated  life  as  the  moving  cause,   my  brotll"'ac. 
amounts  to  nothing.    You  cannot  worship  God 
ceptably,  and  deal  dishonestly  or  defraud  vourt[|at 
low-men,     The  spirit  of  Christianity  teaches  us, 
"  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  SB 
soberly,  righteously  and  godly  in  tins  p 


deal- 


world."     Titus  2:  12. 
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"Soberly,"  means  "temperately,  coolly.  js 

moderately  and  seriously."    To  live  righted"  1 
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dvt,  act  justly;  in  accordance  with  the  laws 

"! '  stice.     "  Purity  of  heart,  and  rectitude  of  life; 

conformity  of  heart  and  life  to  the  divine  law"  is 

braced  in  righteousness.    To  live  godly  is  to  live 

God,   and    "  godliness   is   profitable    unto   all 

of  the  life  that  now  is,  and 

le."     To  be  a  busybody  in 


lik 


and  joy;  but  to  the  sinner  he  giveth  travail,  to  gath- 
er and  to  heap  up,  that  he  may  give  to  him  that  is 
good  before  God."  Ecc.  2:  26.  "  For  wisdom  is  a 
defence,  and  money  is  a  defence,  but  the  excellency 
,  that  wisdom  giveth  life  to  them 


things,  having  promise 
of  that  which  is  to  co 
other  peoples'  matters,  does  not  give  a  good  light. 

To  contract  debts  or  make  promises  and  then 
not  meet  them  gives  a  bad  light,  and  militates 
against  the  cause  of  Christ,  There  are  more  ways 
of  satisfying  a  debt  than  by  paying  the  money. 
Go  and  see  your  creditor  before  your  obligation  is 
due,  and  have  him  extend  the  time,  which  he  will 
do  ninety-nine  times  out  of  a  hundred,  if  you  have 
been  true  and  honorable  in  your  dealings  hereto- 
fore, and  that  pays  the  note  or  obligations  till  it 
comes  due  again.  By  so  doing  our  creditors  see 
we  are  interested,  and  are  making  every  effort  to 
meet  our  obligations  possible.  This  creates  trust 
and  confidence,  and  sheds  the  light  of  honesty  and 
faithfulness  on  our  promises. 

A  brother  and  sister  went  into  a  store  in  a  west- 
ern city.  The  merchant  had  a  sign  up  in  the  store, 
"  No  credit."  Incidentally  this  sign  was  referred  to 
in  the  conversation  of  those  present.  The  mer- 
chant said,  "If  everybody  were  honest  like  the 
Dunkards  I  would  trust  them."  Turning  to  the 
sister  he  said,  "  I  will  credit  those  who  wear  a  bon- 
net like  that,  because  they  always  pay  their  debts." 

I  almost  tremble  when  I  think  about  it.  What 
if  one  wearing  the  Brethren's  attire  should  prove 
treacherons,  and  not  meet  his  obligations  with  this 
merchant?  O,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  let  us 
keep  our  fair  name  clean,  and  unblemished  by  dis- 
honesty, or  not  making  our  promises  good!     "  Let 

YOUR  LIGHT  SO  SHINE  BEFORE  MEN,  that  they  MAY    SEE 

your  good  works,"  but  don't  forget,  they  will  see 
your  dishonesty  and  evil  works,  should  there  be 
such.  Let  our  lives  be  such  that  the  fruits  will 
manifest  that  we  are  Christians,  and  if  your  life 
does  not  indicate  this,  for  the  Lord's  sake  do  not 
tell  anybody  you  are  a  Christian. 

We  heard  of  a  preacher  who  went  south  and 
lived  there  about  two  years,  and  the  people  never 
suspicioned  he  was  a  Christian.  Do  you  know 
why?  Because  he  was  no  Christian.  "Blessed  is 
the  man  that  walkcth  not  in  the  counsels  of  the 
ungodly."  To  walk  in  their  counsel  is  to  live  in 
it,  section  and  approve  of  it.  I  have  observed  at 
gatherings  where  the  ungodly  were  acting  very  sil 
ly  and  foolish,  that  the  more  silly  the  action,  the 
more  unchaste  and  vulgar  the  language,  the  great- 
er the  applause  and  demonstration  of  approval. 
This  is  not  a  good  light.  The  Christian  should  not 
approve,  but  condemn  ungodliness  in  every  form. 

"  How  careful  then  ought  I  to  live, 
With  what  religious  fearl 
Who  such  a  strict  account  must  give, 
For  my  behavior  here." 

Westphalia,  Kaiis. 
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ling  ruler,  "  behold,  the  fear  of  the 
isdom;  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  un- 
Job  28:  23.  "  The  Son  of  man  came 
inking,  and  they  say,  Behold  a  man 
I  a  winebibber,  a  friend  of  publicans 
and  sinners.  But  wisdom  is  justified  6f  her  chil- 
dren." Matt.  11;  19.  "For  our  rejoicing  is  this, 
the  testimony  of  our  conscience,  that  in  simplicity 
and  godly  sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but 
by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  conversation 
in  the  world,  and  more  abundantly  to  you-ward." 
2  Cor.  t;  12.  For  all  of  us  "the  fear  of  the 
Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom:  a  good  under- 
standing have  all  they  that  do  his  commandments: 
his  praise  endureth  forever."     Psalm   III:  10, 

Walk  in  wisdom's  ways; 

In  pleasant  paths  she  leads, 

Sinner,  now  be  wise 

Days  of  grace  will  soon  be  o'er. 

Old  age  comes  on  apace 
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In  Two  Parts — Part  Two. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  various  ordinances  of 
the  church  more  closely,  to  see 

they 
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BY    CLARA   D.   SNAVELY. 

"Wisdom  is  the  principal  thing;  therefore  get  wisdom:  and 
with  all  thy  getting  get  understanding."— Prov.  4:  7- 

Moses,  the  great  law-giver  of  Israel,  taught  the 
people,  as  he  was  commanded  by  the  Lord,  to  keep 
his  statutes  and  judgments,  for  in  Deut.  4:  6  we 
read,  "  Keep  therefore  and  do  them;  for  this  is 
your  wisdom  and  your  understanding  in  the  sight 
of  the  nations,  which  shall  hear  all  these  statutes, 
and  say,  Surely  this  great  nation  is  a  wise  and 
understanding  people." 

May  our  nation,  at  this  period  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  be  a  wise  and  understanding  people,  to 
place  at  the  head  of  the  government  a  God-fearing 
and  a  wise  man!  For  as,  "rulers  are  to  be  re- 
spected," they  should  have  wisdom.  "  Who  is  as 
the  wise  man?  and  who  knoweth  the  interpretation 
of  a  thing?  A  man's  wisdom  maketh  his  face  to 
shine,  and  the  boldness  of  his  face  shall  be 
changed."  Eccl.  8:  I.  "  For  God  giveth  to  a  man 
'hat  is  good  in  his  sight,  wisdom,  and  knowledge, 


why  they  are  what 
Man  must  recognize  the  fact  that  he  is 
n  the  sight  of  God,  for  "  all  have  sinned 
e  short  of  the  glory  of  God."  While 
1  his  death  on  the  cross,  atoned  for  the 
sin,  man,  as  soon  as  he  comes  to  know 
n  evil,  becomes  responsible  for  his  person- 
al sins.  These  must  be  put  away.  How  to  put 
them  away  becomes  the  burden  of  his  awakened 
soul.  Left  to  himself  man  would  seek  to  be  ab- 
solved by  other  means  than  those  God  has  author- 
ized. He  seeks  to  atone  for  his  sins  by  doing  good 
deeds  to  overbalance  the  wrong,  or,  as  in  the 
Dark  Ages,  by  doing  penance, — a  vestige  of  which 
remains  in  the  Catholic  church  of  to-day.  Or,  as 
then,  also  by  inflicting  torture  upon  his  person  in 
some  way,  making  long  journeys  through  the  snow 
barefoot,  or  with  nails  or  pebbles  in  the  shoes,  go- 
ing withont  food  and  drink  and  similar  tortures. 
Such  measures  may  ease  the  conscience  of  the  ig- 
norant, but  can  never  take  the  place  of  God's  ap- 
pointed means  for  cleansing  from  sin.  What,  in 
fact,  can  more  fully  typify  the  washing  away  of  sins 
than  the  threefold  action  of  Christian  baptism? 

Washings  were  often  enjoined  under  the  old  dis- 
pensation, by  means  of  which  the  worshiper  was 
cleansed  from  his  defilement  and  made  ready  for 
his  approach  to  God.     Naaman,  told  by  the  proph 
et  to  dip  himself  seven  times 
dence   that    obedience   to    th 
about  the  desired  end,  in  cleansing  him  of 
rosy.    What  more  fitting  emblem  can  the  1 
heart-burdened   sinner   resort   to,  than   bo 
humble  contrition  beneath  the  liquid  wave  in  sub- 
mission to  the  Divine  behests?     It  was  done  in  a 
three-fold  manner,  because  in  no  better  way  could 
he  honor  the  Divine  Three  who  have  been  instru- 
mental in  his  salvation. 

In  nature  man  does  not  die  in  the  watery  ele- 
ment until  the  third  time  he  sinks  beneath  its  sur- 
face. As  in  nature  so  in  grace,— a  man  cannot  be- 
come alive  to  Christ  until  he  becomes  dead  to  sin. 
God  knew  best  in  bringing  about  the  Divine  plan 
for  man's  salvation,  what  would  most  perfectly 
typify  man's  death  to  sin. 

How  meaningless  the  form  of  sprinkling  or  pour- 
ing a  bit  of  water  upon  the  person,  to  typify  a 
washing,  a  cleansing  from  sin!  David,  centuries 
before  the  Savior  gave  the  command  to  baptize, 
cries  out  in  deep  anguish  of  soul,  "  Wash  me  and 
I  shall  be  whiter  than  snow."     Had  the  universe 
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been  searched,  what  more  fitting  form  of  service 
to  typify  a  cleansing,  could  Jehovah  have  found 
than  the  one  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  It  is  right  to 
obey  this  command  because  man,  unaided,  cannot 
free  himself  from  sin  and,  when  once  alive  to  God, 
the  further  duties  enjoined  upon  him  are  more  nat- 
living  branch  in  Christ, 

:  of  the  Christian  re- 
:  is  inseparable  from 
the  Spirit  of  Christ.  It  was  characteristic  of  his 
life  and  labors  on  earth.  If  his  followers  are  one 
with  him  they  are  imbued  with  the  same  traits  as 
he  is.  Like  parent,  like  child  should  be  more  fully 
true  of  God's  children,  than  children  of  natural 
parents.  Humility  is,  therefore,  an  outgrowth  of 
the  Christian  life  rather  than  an  accessory  to  it. 
Be  a  Christian  that  you  may  be  humble,  rather 
than  strive  for  humility  because  you  profess  to  be 
a  Christian. 

Here,  also,  God  gave  his  people  a  fitting  form  of 
service,  exemplifying  this  trait.  The  ordinance  of 
feet-washing,  enjoined  by  Christ  upon  his  disci- 
ples, gave  them  one  of  the  most  fitting  forms  that 
could  be  found.  When  he  said,  "If  I  then,  your 
Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet,  ye  also 
ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet,"  he  knew  just 
what  man  needed,  and  made  no  mistake  in  the 
matter.  It  is  true  humility,  and  may  be  shown  in 
various  ways,  but  those  ways  cannot  take  the  place 
of  God's  Divine  decrees,  Man-made  substitutes 
can  never  equal  God-made  laws.  A  refusal  to  sub- 
mit to  this  decree  of  God  is  evidence  that  a  spirit 
opposed  to  humility  has  too  large  a  place  in  the 
heart  of  the  individual.  The  true  Christian  obeys 
not  simply  to  obey,  but  because  of  the  principle 
that  has  possession  of  his  heart. 

Another  trait  of  the  renewed  nature  is  that  of 
Christian  fellowship.  We  are  one  as  the  Father 
and  Son  are  one.  There  should  be  no  discord,  dis- 
union or  enmity  among  the  people  of  God.  This 
union  or  fellowship  may  be  appropriately  shown 
by  sitting  down  and  caling  together.  In  ancient 
times,  when  enemies  were  made  friends,  their  one- 
ness was  shown  by  drinking  from  a  common  'cup 
and  eating  together.  Among  other  nations,  going 
into  the  homes  of  the*people  you  are  expected  to 
show  an  appreciation  of  their  hospitality,  by  par- 
taking of  a  bit  of  coffee  and  a  few  viands  which 
HE'  place  before  you.  A  refusal  to  partake  would 
fllregarded  as  rudeness. 

A  reception  of  royal  guests,  in  a  national  way, 
is  considered  an  incomplete  demonstration  unless 
a  feast  is  spread  in  honor  of  their  presence.  Why 
should  the  Lord  any  the  more  deprive  his  children 
of  the  same  privilege?  This  he  has  amply  provid- 
ed for  in  establishing  the  Lord's  Supper,  by  which 
they  may  express  the  fellowship  they  have  with 
each  other. 

Oneness,  union  and  a  strengthening  of  the  Chris- 
tian ties  are  thus  brought  about.  And  while  it 
does  this,  it  does  much  more,  in  that  it  gives  a  re- 
alization of  what  God  himself  has  promised  for  his 
children  at  the  great  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 
In  this  time-world  the  Christian  is  granted  fore- 
tastes of  the  grand  provisions  in  store  for  him  at 
God's  right  hind.  How  wisely,  therefore,  has  God 
planned  for  his  children  in  this  means  of  grace,— 
the  Lord's  Supper! 

While  the  preceding  ordinance  as  a  type  is  an- 
ticipatory, there  is  another  that  reverts  in  the  op- 
d  is  commemorative.  As  previ- 
naturally  sets  up  in  his  mind 
nument  by  which  to  remember 
certain  facts  or  events.  One  fact  of  all  others  that 
God  does  not  want  us  to  forget,  is  the  suffering 
and  death  of  his  Son,  our  Savior,  on  the  cross.  It 
is  the  pivot  upon  which  the  plan  of  redemption 
centres.  Christ's  death  on  the  cross  becomes  the 
means  of  life  to  the  world.  He  suffered  a  natural 
death;  we  receive  a  spiritual  life.  Now  he  says, 
"  Except  ye  eat  the  flesh  of  the  S)n  of  man  and 
drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  Jite  ir  you."  John  6: 
53.  Hence  the  Communion  of  the  body  and  blood 
of  Christ.    True,   we   partake  of  himj.in   humbly 
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obeying  any  of  his  teachings,  but  one  of  the  ways 
he  does  not  want  us  to  omit  is  in  partaking  of  the 
emblems  of  his  body  and  of  his  blood.  "  For  as 
often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup  ye  do 
show  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."  I  Cor.  II: 
26. 

What  more  simple  and  appropriate  emblems 
could  he  have  given  than  those  he  has, — bread  in 
in  its  simplest  form  and  the  fruit  of  the  vine?  It 
is  a  fitting  form  of  service  by  which  we  appropriate 
Christ  to  the  soul. 

Another  essential  feature  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion is  that  of  love.  As  a  truth  in  the  Christian 
system  it  stands  first  and  last, — eternal  as  God  him- 
self. Christ  has  shown  his  love  to  us  and  shall  not 
we  show  our  love  toward  each  other?  There  are 
various  ways  by  which  this  attribute  may  be 
shown,  but  one  special  way  in  which  it  is  to  be 
manifested  is  in  the  salutation  of  the  holy  kiss.  It 
is  the  natural  form  or  expression  of  love,  as  it  wells 
up  from  the  human  heart.  It  is  the  token  by 
which  the  mother  expresses  her  love  for  her  child, 
the  husband,  the  wife,  the  child,  the  parent,  when 
true  love  exists. 

What   more   appropriate    form  could  have  been 
given  the  child  of  God  than  that  which  his  Word 
dictates?     ' 
less  it  has  s 
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nay  be  love  in  the  heart  but  un- 
eans  by  which  to  manifest  itself, 
it  will  lie  dormant  and  useless,  and  finally  die. 

Thus,  in  all  the  ordinances  of  God's  house,  there 
is  an  appropriateness,  a  fitness,  that  is  observable 
throughout.  Just  as  the  hands  of  our  bodies  show 
a  design,— a  purpose  in  their  form  and  structure, — 
indicating  a  Designer,  a  Divine  Mind,  in  their  for- 
mation, so  are  the  ordinances  and  types  in  his  spir- 
itual body,— the  church. 

Though  they  are  forms,  if,  as  Paul  says,  we  obey 
from  the  heart  that  form  of  doctrine  delivered  unto 
us,  we  can  rest  assured  of  the  attendant  blessings. 
The  child  of  God  does  not  regard  these  forms  as 
burdens  imposed.  For  if  Christ  is  truly  formed 
within,  he  will  naturally  bear  the  appropriate  fruit, 
s  humility,  love,  and  all  the  fruits  of  the 
Behold,  therefore,  the  wisdom  of  God  in 
all  his  works!  Let  us  accept  of  the  divine  plan  in 
its  entirety,  rejoicing  in  his  service,  that  we  may 
find  his  Word  precious  to  outsouls. 
Palestine,  Ark. 


Spirit. 


HOW  TO  ATTAIN  UNTO  OREATNESS  IN  CHRIST'S 
KINdDOM. 


MAI T)  K  A.  LEAK. 


'  Whosoever  will  be  great  among  you,  let  him  he  you 
er;  and  whosoever  will  be  chief  among  yon,  let  hi] 


nt."— Matt, 
would  se 


:  26,  27. 


that  worldly  ambition,  such  as 
was  manifested  by  the  apostles,  James  and  John,  on 
the  above  occasion,  could  not  exist  under  the  tui- 
tion of  such  a  teacher  as  Jesus,  and  especially  when 
their  dear  Master  had  just  been  telling  them  of  the 
cruel  mockings,  and  scourgings,  and  crucifixion 
that  so  soon  awaited  him. 

But  had  he  not  told  them  of  the  rich  reward  that 
was  in  store  for  his  faithful  servants,  and  that, 
when  he,  their  Master,  should  be  seated  upon  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  they  also  should  sit  upon 
twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve^tribes  of  Israel? 

They  felt  that  they  were  on  the  eve  of  some 
great  crisis,  that  their  Master's  attitude  toward 
them  would  soon  be  greatly  changed.  What  that 
change  would  be,  they  could  not  clearly  make  out. 
His  language  to  them  was  enigmatical.  Their 
minds  were  in  a  state  of  confusion.  Sometimes 
dark  forebodings  oppressed  them,  and  they  feared 
that  some  awful  calamity  was  about  to  befall  their 
beloved  teacher.  Then  these  gloomy  fears  would 
be  succeeded  by  seasons  of  almost  ecstatic  joy. 

Was  not  their  dear  Lord  soon  to  be  seated  upon 
his  rightful  throne,  and  his  enemies  to  be  subdued 
under  him?     Was  he  not  about  to   re-establish  th 

throne  of  David?     And  were  not  they, his  disci 

pies,— who  had  remained  faithful  to  him  through 
all  his  humiliations,— to  occupy  chief  places  in  his 


kingdom?     What  dignity  to  be  conferred_upon 
once  humble  fishermen  of  Galilee! 

On  this  occasion,  though  under  the  very  shadow 
of  the  cross,  the  apostles  not  only  show  their  am- 
bitious feelings,  but  also  their  jealousies.  The 
blessed  Jesus,  as  he  had  several  times  done  before, 
again,  in  the  most  impressive  manner,  showed  them 
how  utterly  inconsistent,  how  utterly  adverse  to 
the  principles  that  were  to  govern  his  kingdom, 
were  their  schemes  of  worldly  greatness.  He  tells 
them:  "  Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the  Gentiles 
exercise  dominion  over  them,  and  they  that  are 
great  exercise  authority  upon  them."  He  means 
to  imply  that  the  rulers  in  those  kingdoms  used 
their  power  for  their  own  aggrandizement;  for  their 
own  pleasure  and  profit.  These  rulers  exercised 
their  authority  for  selfish  ends,— not  for  the  good 
of  the  people  whom  they  governed.  The  people 
were  ground  down  to  the  extent  of  the  ability 
of  their  oppressors. 

But  the  very  opposite  of  all  this  must  obtain  in 
my  kingdom,  for,  "whosoever  will  be  great  among 
you,  let  him  be  your  minister,"— not  the  master, 
and  the  oppressor  of  the  weak,  the  ignorant,  the 
poor;  but  the  servant,  to  care  for  them,  to  minister 
to  their  wants,  to  aid  them.  The  kind  teacher  is 
to  faithfully  and  carefully  instruct  them. 

How  well  the  great  apostle  Paul  had  learned  this 
lesson  of  his  Divine  Master!  He  says:  "We  that 
are  strong  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak,  and  not  to  please  ourselves.  Let  every  one 
of  us  please  his  neighbor  for  his  good  to  edifica- 
tion." Rom.  15:  1,2.  How  careful  was  the  same 
great  apostle,  not  to  wound  the  conscience  of  his 
weak  brother!  With  his  knowledge  and  discern- 
ment he  could  readily  understand,  that  to  eat  meat, 
that  had  been  offered  to  idols,  could  not  defile 
him,  because  he  could  see  that  an  idol  was  nothing 
in  the  world,  yet  as  all  did  not  have  this  discern- 
ment, he  would  refrain  from  eating  such  meat, — 
not  that  it  would  harm  him,  but  because  it  might 
offend  a  weak  brother,  for  whom  Christ  had  died, 
as  well  as  for  the  strong. 

In  the  church,  or  kingdom  of  Christ,  there  must 
be  chief  men  or  officials,  but  these  are  not  to  be 
lords  over  God's  heritage,  but  to  be  ensamples  to 
the  flock.  Jesus  says,  "Whosoever  will  be  chief 
among  you,  let  him  be  your  servant." 

Surely  no  one,  having  a  correct  appreciation  of 
his  position  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  can  have 
any  feelings  of  pride,  or  be  in  the  least  elated, 
from  the  knowledge  that  he  possesses  extraordi- 
nary endowments,  or  is  uncommonly  gifted. 

It  will  deeply  humble  him,  for  he  will  feel  the 
awful  weight  of  responsibility  that  rests  upon  him. 
He  has  learned  from  the  lips  of  the  Master,  that 
where  much  is  given,  much  will  be  required,}  and 
that  if  the  Master  has  entrusted  five  talents  to  him, 
he  requires  that  he  gain  five  talents  more.  Surely 
no  one  that  has  been  taught  in  the  school  of  Christ, 
would  seek  high  positions  in  his  church,  because  of 
the  honor  there  is  in  them,  or  from  any  selfish  mo- 
tive! 

The  higher  and  more  responsible  the  position, 
the  greater  must  be  the  self-immolation.  Paul 
says  the  power  which  the  Lord  had  given  him,  he 
used  to  edification,  not  to  destruction.  Again  he 
tells  us,  that  he  hid  made  himself  servant  unto  all 
that  he  might  gain  the  more.  To  the  Jews  he  be- 
came as  a  Jew,  that  he  might  gain  the  Jews.  To 
them  that  were  under  the  law,  as  under  the  law, 
that  he  might  gain  them  that  are  under  the  law! 
To  the  weak  became  he  as  weak,  that  he  might 
gain  the  weak.  He  became  all  things  to  all  men 
that  he  might  by  all  means  save  some.  Oh  what 
humility  and  zeal  is  combined 


resPor>. 
are  not 


this  truly  great 

Certainly  God  has  a  right  to  endow  individuals 
as  he  will.  If  to  some  he  has  given  the  ability  to 
ach.eve  vast  results,  and  others  are  mere  mediocres, 
we  need  not  call  in  question  the  d 
ment.     God  has  a  right  to  do  as  he   „„  „ 

own.  Yet,  when  we  more  clearly  understand  his 
plans,  and  learn  that  extraordinary  powers  are  nev- 
er given  to  be  used  for  selfish  ends,  but  that  what 
is  given  to  us,  is  only  given  in  trust,  to  be  used  for 
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the  advancement  of  his  cause,  and  that  our 
sibilities  are  always  commensurate 
ties,  surely  we  will  not  murmur  if  we 
abundantly  gifted,    for   then  less  labor  and  ft  " 
duties  are  required  of  us. 

In  the  kingdom  of  Christ  the  weak  have 
cause  to  envy  the  strong.  Could  we  know  th° 
weight  of  labor,  care,  and  responsibility  that  rest! 
upon  those  who  occupy  prominent  positions  in  th 
church,  they  would  have  more  of  our  sympathies 
and  our  prayers,  and  we  would  thank  God  that  h 
has  assigned  us  positions,  more  retired  and  less  a 
duous. 

Still  more  forcibly  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
the  apostles  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  he  j 
to  himself  as  their  example  in  these  words, 
as  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be 
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but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life 
many."  He  seems  to  imply,  You  may,  by  my  ow" 
course  of  conduct,  as  head  of  this  kingdom,  see 
what  conditions  must  obtain  here.  Though  I  am 
your  Master,  yet  I  am  among  you  as  one  that 
serveth.  I  have  ever  cared  for  you,  and  have  even 
anticipated  your  wants.  "  When  I  sent  you  with- 
out purse,  and  scrip,  and  shoes,  lacked  ye  any- 
thing? "  They  were  compelled  to  say,  "  Nothing" 
He  had  never  tyrannized  over  them,  but  had  ever 
been  the  patient  teacher,  the  kind  friend,  the  able 
defender.  Besides  all  that  he  had  done  for  them, 
he  was  soon  to  give  them  the  strongest  exhibition 
of  his  love  that  could  be  given,— even  to  die  for 
them.  "  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that 
a  man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends."  Paul  ex- 
horts, "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus,"  and  then  he  shows  us  what  mind  was 
in  Christ  Jesus.  "  Who,"  says  he,  "  being  in  the 
form  of  God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal 
with  God,  but  made  himself  of  no  reputation,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was 
made  in  the  likeness  of  men:  and  being  found  in 
fashion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himself,  and  became 
obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross." 
He  not  only  suffered  death,  but  the  most  painful  T  i 
and  ignominious  of  deaths. 

The  servant  of  such  a  Master  need  be  at  no  losr 
to  know  what  is  required  of  him.  The  voice  of  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  comes  sounding  down  the 
ages,  "  Follow  me!  Do  as  I  have  done."  Oh  had 
the  undershepherds  in  the  fold  of  Christ  always 
followed  his  blessed  example,  there  never  would 
have  arisen  that  terrible  system  erf  oppression  and 
tyranny,  that  foul  and  bloody  power,  that  has  so 
blighted  and  wasted  the  church  of  Christ.  The  pa- 
pacy would  never  have  been,  had  not  the  overseers 
in  the  church  assumed  powers  and  prerogatives, 
that  Christ  never  delegated  to  them. 
Hudson,  III. 


WHAT  IS  A  SOUL? 


BY  O.  PERRY  HOOVER, 


In  a  recent  number  of  the  Messenger  Bro.  J.  C. 
Murray  refers  to  my  article  on  "  soul  "  and  "  spir- 
it," and  asks  for  further  information.  Much  de- 
pends upon  the  point  of  view  we  take  of  the  ques- 
tion. Most  of  us  are  familiar  with  the  abstractions 
of  philosophy  on  the  subject.  Then,  again,  after 
we  have  made  minute  analyses  of  the  concept  soul, 
the  thing  itself  is  still  hidden.  If  we  turn  to 
psychology,  we  find  the  terms  "soul"  and  "  spir- 
it "  used  so  loosely,  and  always  interchangeably, 
that  often  they  convey  no  definite  notion  at  all. 
My  idea  was  that  if  the  Scriptures  are  inspired. 
there  would  be  no  confusion  in  the  use  of  the  or- 
iginal words.  This  I  set  to  work  to  verify  and 
found  it  true.    A  few  facts  are  clear. 

According  to  Gen.  2:  7,  the  two  elements  which 
God  used  in  making  man,  were  the  "  dust  of  the 
ground"  and  the  "breath  of  life."  These  were 
united  by  the  creative  process,  and  the  result  of 
their  union  was  called  nephtsh.  This  term  is  trans- 
lated soul.  The  original  is  used  four  hundred  and 
thirty-four  times  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  in  no 
instance  without  the  presence  of  the  "dust  of  the 
ground."  The  New  Testament  maintains  the  same 
distinction   in   the   use   of  psyche,— the   Greek  f°r 
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oul  While  this  distinction  does  not  give  the 
f  rm  size,  color,  etc.,  of  soul,  it  sets  a  clear  limit 
to  the  use  of  the  term. 

On  the  other  hand,  whenever  the  Scriptures 
■peak  of  the  disembodied  self,  they  use  the  terms 
mack  (Hebrew),  and  pneuma  (Greek),  which  are 
translated  spirit  The  original  never  interchang- 
es these  four  words,  as  the  English  does  in  the 
translation.  According,  then,  to  these  limits,  we 
should  confine  "  soul  "  to  the  living,  thinking  man 
in  the  flesh,  and  spirit  to  the  living,  thinking  man 
out  of  the  flesh. 

Much  speculation  has  been  indulged  in  concern- 
ing|the  thing  itself.  The  idea  that  it  is  seated  in 
the  brain  is  fanciful  and  out  of  date.  The  error 
lies  in  confusing  mind  and  soul.  The  mind  is  only 
one  of  the  activities  of  the  soul,  while  soul  is  the 
sum  of  all  the  life  activities.  Neither  thought  nor 
the  scalpel  can  locate  it.  The  most  that  can  be 
said  is,  that  soul  and  body  are  in  interaction. 
This  explains  all  needed  location  and  connection. 
It  has  become  a  smart  question  of  the  materialist 
to  ask,  ".What  is  the  tie  that  binds  them  togeth- 
er?" .JThisjis  only  a  fiction  of  the  imagination, — 
like  all  the  unanswerable  things  it  is  possible  to 
ask  about  divinity.  The  only  tie  needed  is  their 
adaptability  to  each  other, — their  oneness  as  the  re- 
sult of  creation. 

Dayton,  Ohio.    _  

HOLINESS. 

BY  J.  D.  STONE. 

There  are  several  kinds  of  holiness  proclaimed, 
Among    them  there  is   imputed  holiness, — a  hoi 


not  realized  while  in  the 

We   hear  of  professional 

.im  to  be  holy  and  to  live 

which  they  do,  contrary  to 


ness  by  faith,  which   is 

body,  or  in  this  world. 

holiness, — those  who  els 

holy,  while  those  things 

the  Word  of  God,  they  excuse  as  mistakes,  de 

ing  that  God  does  not  hold  them  accountable 

the  mistakes,  so  long  as  the  heart  is  sincere. 

We  also  have  theoretical  holiness,  on  which  long 
sermons  are  preached,  and  much  Scripture  quoted, 
but  they  never  live  it,  neither  can  they  find  any 
who  do.  There  is  a  holiness  beyond  all  of  this,  in 
Heb.  12:  10,  "  Partakers  of  his  holiness."  This  is  an 
imparted  holiness.  To  those  who  are  born  of  God 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  spirit  of  holiness,  the  divine 
nature  (life)  of  God  is  imparted,  causing  Christ  to 
be  within,  Col.  1:  27,  "  Christ  within  you,  the  hope 
of  glory."  If  Christ  is  within,  we  cannot  sin,  be- 
cause the  seed  (Christ)  "  remaineth  (continueth)  in 
him  and  he  (Christ)  cannot  sin."  1  John  3:  9. 
"  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life," — the  divine  na- 
ture (life)  of  God.  This  life  cannot  sin,  for  it  is  of 
God.  All  who  believe  this  to  be  the  Word  of  God 
will  see  the  manifestation  of  this  life.  Those  who 
deny,  will  continue  in  darkness,  and  acts  of  sin  will 
follow,  because  they  are  looking  to  themselves  to 
imitate  a  holy  life,  not  seeing  that  it  is  the  Christ- 
life  within,  which  is  to  do  the  holy  living. 

This  holy  life,— the  life  of  Christ,— is  to  be  ob- 
tained according  to  Rom.  6:  4.  "  Buried  with  him 
by  baptism  into  death;  that  like  as  Christ  was 
raised  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father, 
even  so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life," — 
a  new  Christ-life  or  holy  life. 


TALMAQE  ON  TOBACCO. 


Talmage  handles  tobacco.  Of  it  he  says:  "Con- 
siderable admiration  has  been  expressed  for  the 
fact  that  a  Methodist  church  sued  and  recovered 
eight  dollars  from  a  man  who  defiled  the  floor  of 
the  meetinghouse  by  expectorations  of  tobacco. 
We  like  that  movement  of  the  Methodists  for  clean 
floors;  but  how  much  grander  the  crusade  if  we 
could  also  clean  the  mouths  of  the  people  of  this 
loathsome  stuff.  We  never  want  to  hear  a  man 
lecture  about  the  evils  of  rum  if  his  breath  smells  of 
tobacco.  We  think  it  inconsistent  for  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  to  preach  of  purity  when  he  has  from 
day  to  day  to  balance  himself  cautiously  lest  there 
be  from  his  lips  an  overflow  of  yellow  slobber. 
The  time  was  when  itj,was  thought    a  concomitant 


of  orthodoxy  for  a  minister  to  use  the  Virginia 
weed.  The  times  of  such  ignorance  God  winked 
at;  but  now  he  commandeth  all  tobacco  smokers 
and  spitters  to  repent. 

Let  all  Christian  reformers  know  that  there  is 
something  in  tobacco  that  seems  to  excite  thirst 
for  strong  drink.  Multitudes  of  men  have  got  into 
the  beer  shop  through  the  tunnel  of  their  own  pipe. 
We  know  of  many  young  men  who  seemed  to  be 
reformed  from  the  habits  of  intoxication,  who 
went  back  first  to  tobacco  and  then  to  the  wine 
flask.  Get  a  new  tooth-brush,  have  some  fresh 
water  brought  from  the  spring,  and  for  one  hour 
submit  gum  and  tongue  and  roof  of  mouth  to  scour- 
ing and  ablution.  Thus,  at  last,  come  out  a  re- 
generated man,  having  not  only  a  clean  soul,  but  a 
pure  body. 

"SANCTIFICATION"*  A  DANOEROUS  HERESY. 

A  very  emphatic  editorial  word  is  spoken  by 
The  Religious  Herald  (Baptist,  Richmond,  Va.,) 
against  the  doctrine  that  a  man  may  reach  a  con- 
dition of  perfect  sinlessness  in  this  world.     It  says: 

"  The  man  who  deludes  himself  with  the  notion 
that  he  does  no  wrong  is  a  peril  to  society.  It 
makes  no  difference  in  the  practical  effect  whether 
he  holds  that  he  can  do  no  wrong  or  that  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  he  does  no  wrong.  The  difference  is 
one  simply  of  terms.  Of  course,  with  a  man  pos- 
sessed of  this  delusion,  all  moral  distinctions  are  in 
danger  of  disappearing.  It  is,  indeed,  a  monoma- 
nia, and,  when  it  has  full  sway,  renders  its  victim 
incapable  of  moral  discrimination.  Let  it  be  un- 
derstood that  we  are  not  saying  that  all  who  accept 
the  doctrine  that  it  is  possible  to  become  sinless 
are  immoral  persons.  We  should  not  think  of  say- 
ing such  a  thing.  We  do  not  doubt  that  many  of 
them  are  among  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  What 
we  do  say  is  that  the  notion  that  they  have  passed 
the  danger-point,  where  the  liability  to  evil  ceases, 
when  once  fully  accepted  and  acted  upon,  obliter- 
ates the  distinction  between  good  and  evil.  What 
would  seem  to  be  true  in  this  matter  in  theory  has, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  been  true  in  practice.  The 
'  sanctified  bands  '  that  have  from  time  to  time  been 
gathered  in  various  sections  of  the  country,  and 
have  taken  the  doctrine  to  its  legitimate  limits, 
have  shown  unmistakably  the  danger  that  lurks  in 
it — have  illustrated  in  a  shameless  way,  sometimes, 
that  it  divorces  religion  and  morality.  We  would 
most  faithfully  warn  simple-hearted  people  against 
the  delusion.  Its  history  does  not  show  that  those 
who  profess  to  have  attained  this  extraordinary  ex- 
cellence have  ever  been  distinguished  above  their 
Christian  brethren  for  the  graces  and  virtues  that 
adorn  Christian  character.  On  the  contrary,  quite 
the  reverse.  The  doctrine  is  not  a  harmless  one. 
It  is  distinctly  dangerous:" 
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LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 
Destructive  Vices.— Prov.  16:  22-33. 
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This  lesson  starts  out  with  two  things,  or  two 
lines  of  thought,  the  one  being  the  opposite  of  the 
other. 

First  we  are  told  what  understanding  is, — "a 
well-spring  of  life,"  Understanding  is  the  power  of 
interpreting  the  things  that  come  to  us  through  our 
senses.  Therefore  we  have  it  in  proportion  to  our 
power  of  interpretation.  If  I  see  a  flash  of  light- 
ning or  hear  a  clap  of  thunder,  and  do  not  know 
the  cause,  I  fail  in  understanding  and  cannot  give 
the  interpretation.  Or,  if  I  read  a  page  of  a  book 
and  do  not  know  the  definition  of  the  words  used, 
about  it  I  have  no  understanding,  and  could  not 
give  the  interpretation.  So  it  is  with  everything 
that  comes  to  us  through  our  senses.  Unless  we 
can  interpret  them,  we  lack  in  understanding,  and 
in  proportion  to  this  lack  we  are  classed  with  the 
foolish.  But  they  that  have  understanding,— the 
power  of  interpretation,— are  as  a  well-spring  of 
life.     A  "well-spring  "  is  a  well  into  which  there  is 


a  perpetual  flow  of  a  stream  of  water,  a  spring  in 
the  form  of  an  eastern  well,  which  never  fails,  so 
that  in  it  there  is  always  an  abundant  supply,  and 
those  who  come  to  it  for  water  are  never  disap- 
pointed. 

A  perpetual  and  abundant  supply,  like  such  a 
well-spring  is  the  teacher  of  understanding. 
Those  who  come  to  him  for  information  are  never 
disappointed,  because  he  possesses  largely  the 
power  of  interpretation.  No  matter  what  the  sub- 
ject may  be,  about  which  we  want  information,  we 
always  get  it  because  of  his  wisdom  and  experience. 
Now,  in  a  sense,  we  are  all  teachers.  There  is  not 
a  day  in  all  our  lives  but  what  we  are  called  upon 
to  do  some  kind  of  teaching.  And  if  we  would  do 
it  wisely  and  acceptably,  we  must  have  under- 
standing. This  we  may  obtain  by  careful  search- 
ing along  the  sources  from  which  it  comes.  We 
have  it  or  don't  have  it  as  we  will.  It  is  an  ac- 
quired power,  by  developing  the  gifts  given  us. 
Do  we -will  we— have  it? 

"  But  the  instruction  of  fools  is  folly."  This  is 
not  hard  to  understand.  A  man  can  give  only  that 
which  he  has.  The  foolish  man  fails  to  interpret 
the  things  that  come  to  him  through  his  senses. 
He  lacks  understanding.  And  while  he  may  give 
interpretations,  they  are  wrong,  and  as  his  interpre- 
tations are  wrong,  so  will  his  teaching  be. 

Any  one  can  be  a  teacher.  Indeed,  we  are  all 
teachers.  But  we  can  teach  only  that  which  we 
have.  It  follows,  then,  that  if  we  are  fools,  our 
teaching  will  be  folly,  because  we  have  nothing  bet- 
ter to  give.  The  wise  man  comprehends  the  good 
that  he  may  use  it;  and  the  bad,  that  he  may  avoid 
it.  But  the  fool,  lacking  wisdom,  always  accepts 
the  opposite,  and  as  he  is  so  is  his  teaching. 
This  kind  of  teaching  has  always  had  a  prominent 
place  among  the  people  of  the  world,  and  always 
will  have  a  large  following.  It  is  that  which  comes 
without  effort,  labor,  or  searching,  and  because  of 
the  natural  inclination  on  the  part  of  men  to  seek 
ease  and  enjoy  idleness,  there  are  only  the  few  that 
are  willing  to  walk  in  wisdom's  ways.  But  as  the 
instruction  of  the  foolish  is  folly,  so  must  the  re- 
ception of  it  be  to  those  who  receive  it.  And  as 
foolish  teaching  leads  to  foolish  doing,  the  end  of 
it  must  be  loss  and  destruction.  Hence  it  is  said 
that  to  get  wisdom  is  better  than  gold,  and  that 
understanding  is  to  be  preferred  above  the  getting 
of  silver.  The  great  teaching  of  to-day  should  be  to 
get  men,  women  and  children  to  think,  to  consider 
and  to  seek  after  the  permanent  good,— that  which 
gives  most  when  most  is  needed,  and  our  greatest 
need  is  for  the  longest  time.  We  can  afford  to  la- 
bor, strive  and  sacrifice  for  an  hour  that  we  may 
enjoy  for  a  year.  We  can  afford  to  sacrifice,  if 
need  be,  a  life-time  that  we  may  enjoy  an  eternity. 
Wisdom  says,  "  Labor  first,  then  rest;  sacrifice 
now,  then  enjoy."  But  folly  teaches,  "  Rest  before 
you  need  it,  and  labor  when  you  must;  enjoy  now, 
and  suffer  then."  Understanding  leads  to  peace, 
hope  and  joy  now,  and  eternal  gain  in  the  world  to 
come,  while  folly  seeks  that  which  is  and  must  be 
disappointing  now,  and  eternal  loss  in  the  world  to 
come.  Now  is  the  time  for  choosing.  Which  will 
we  have?  ^  h.  b.  b. 

God  is  patient  with  his  own  beyond  the  limit  of 
human  patience.  David  and  Peter  were  men  who 
would  have  tried  our  patience  beyond  endurance. 
Each  of  them  had  initiative  power  in  plenty,  but 
lacked  staying  power.  Each  of  them  had  the 
warm,  outspoken  feeling  which  can  scarcely  find  ut- 
terance for  its  emotions.  Each  of  them  slipped 
and  fell  when  emotion  had  to  be  translated  into  liv- 
ing. To  most  of  us,  such  characters  are  more  irri 
tating  than  those  who  talk  less,  even  if  they  do  no 
better.  Yet  the  one  was  the  man  after  God's  mind, 
and  the  other  the  chief  of  the  apostles.  Divine  in- 
sight found  a  reality  under  all  the  failure  to  live  up 
to  what  they  talked  and  human  sympathy  confirms 
this  judgment  of  God's  charity.  With  all  their 
faults,  there  are  not  two  men  in  the  Bible  who  draw 
our  attention  and  gather  our  regard  more  than 
these  two.  So  let  us  give  scope  to  the  heart  in 
judging  those  whom  the  head  disapproves. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   ol    Reading. 

PIHHT    IVAII. 

i.  "  Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  11.04:  pnpct 34Centi 

I.  "Llfeol  A.  Judson,"  cloth, 9J  cents:  psper, .  - ir.  ccnli 

1.  "Our  Country,"  clotli.  Scents;  paper 29  ccnli 

4.  "Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth HI  cent 

8ECOX!)    I/.VIH. 

5.  "  Miracles  Ol  Missions."  clotli.  84  cents;  paper 34  Cent! 

6.  "Memoir  of  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  a» cents:  psper is  cents 

7.  "Cannibals  ol  New  bullion."  clotl 75  cents 

8.  "Tho  Scvon  Laws  ol  Tcnchinc,"  clotl 05  cents 

Tlllltlf    YKAIt. 

9.  "Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  clotl si  0, 

10.  "l.lleol  Kobe, I  Mollis "doll * 70  cents 

ti.  "Do  Not  Say,"  nnd  "Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  cli.  13-38 10  cents 

11.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book."  cloth,  6H  cents;  papei 33  cents 

WPrlccs.  as  (riven  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  circle  only 

All  otbers  pay  regular  retail  price. 

ExBCUTlVH    COMMITTB!    01     READING  CIRCLE.— W.  B.  SfcOVOr,  BulsSr, 

tndh;  II,  M  Barwitk.  Wcsl  Ak-saudfin,  Oiilo;  Mrs.  II.  M,  Slover.  Waynes- 
boro, fa..  Edltli  R,  Newconici,  Waynesboro,  I'a.;  J.  M.  Nell.  Frulldalc,  Ala. 
OrFICBBS  op  Rbadimg  Cmcm.  -President,  W.  B.  Slover.  Bulsar,  Ind,: 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Ilakor.  Waynesboro.  I'a.:  Secretary,  Edllh  R.  New- 
comer, Waynesboro.  I'a,, -to  wlioni  all  Communlcallons  concerning  the 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  nil  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Breltiren's  1'ubllsliinR  Co..  Mount  Morris,  III, 


QO  FORTH  TO  WALK  WITH  QOD. 


<;o  forth  .a  eventide, 
Commune  with  thine  own  hosoin,  and  he  still; 
Check  the  wild  impulse  of  wayward  will 

And  learn  the  nothingness  of  human  pride. 
Morn  is  the  tune  lo  net,  noon  to  endure, 
Itul  oh,  if  llinu  would'st  keep  Ihy  spirit  pure, 
Turn  From  the  beaten  path  by  worldlings  trod. 
Go  forth  ai  eventide,  in  heart  to  walk  with  God. 


"Take  heed  to  thyself  and  to  Ihy  teaching  ....  for  in 
doing  this  thou  shalt  both  save  thysell  and  Ihcm  that  hear 
thee."-  I    Inn.  |;  in. 

These  words  have  a  very  direct  and  special  ap- 
plication to  the  Sunday  school  teacher.  They  set 
forth— 

I.  The  teacher  and  his  lesson.  "  Take  heed  to  thy- 
self and  to  thy  teaching."  The  preparation  of  the 
lesson  is  unspeakably  important.  No  teacher  can 
expect  blessing  on  his  work  who  goes  to  his  class 
with  an  unprepared  or  ill-prepared  lesson.  We 
have  no  ground  for  counting  upon  the  operation  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  in  applying  the  truth  taught  un- 
less we  have  done  our  best  to  get  an  intelligent 
grasp  of  that  truth  by  diligent  study  beforehand. 
But  even  the  preparation  of  the  lesson  is  not  the 
supremely  important  thing.  "Take  heed  to  thy- 
self,"—that  comes  first,—"  and  to  thy  teaching,"— 
that  follows. 

"These  things  which  1  command  thee  shall  be 
in  thine  heart  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently 
unto  thy  children."  It  is  not  enough  to  have  the 
words  well  arranged  in  our  heads— they  must  be 
in  our  hearts.  We  must  know  experimentally  as 
well  as  theoretically  the  things  of  which  we  speak. 
We  have  the  treasure  in  earthen  vessels,  and  we 
must  see  to  it  that  the  vessel  is  clean,  or  it  will 
spoil  the  contents.  The  nets  which  were  let  down 
at  the  right  side  of  the  ship  were  previously 
"washed  "and  "  mended."  The  messenger  must 
be  in  perfect  harmony  with  his  message.  We  must 
"preach  Christ  crucified  in  a  crucified  style." 

We  must  proclaim  salvation  as  being  ourselves 


saved.     Paul   speaks 


this 


epistle 


af    " sound 


words  "  literally  "  healthy  words  "  but  how  sad  if 
such  words  come  tainted  with  the  foul  breath  of 
a  spiritually-diseased  speaker.  We  must  be  "  wit- 
nesses "—not  simply  advocates.  "  The  seed,"  said 
Christ,  "  is  the  Word,"  but  he  also  said,  "  The  p;ood 
seed  are  the  children  of  the  kingdom."  We  must 
be  our  lesson  as  well  as  speak  it,— just  as  Christ 
came  not  simply  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but  to  be 
the  Gospel. 

A  missionary  of  my  acquaintance  was  recently 
teaching  a  Bible  lesson  in  a  class  of  Mohammedan 


boys.  The  subject  was  the  story  of  the  Day  of 
Pentecost.  The  teacher  set  forth,  in  clear  and 
glowing  language,  the  nature  and  importance  of  the 
gift  of  the  Spirit,  and  insisted  strongly  that  none 
but  those  who  had  received  the  Holy  Spirit  were 
qualified  to  teach  Scriptural  truth,  whereupon  one 
of  the  boys  in  the  class  rose  and  asked  quite  re- 
spectfully, "Sir,  have  you  received  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?  "  The  teacher  v/as  staggered  and  for 
the  moment  silenced  by  the  question.  He  felt 
himself  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  As  he  said  to 
me  afterwards,  "  I  must  either  tell  a  lie  and  say 
that  I  had  received  the  Holy  Ghost  when  I  had  not, 
or  admit  that  I  was  not  qualified  to  teach."  He 
ercforc  closed  the  class  abruptly,  saying,  "We 
will  take  up  the  matter  again  at  our  next  meeting." 
Put  in  the  meantime  the  missionary  sought  .  .  . 
.  the  gift  [influence]  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  that 
he  could  say  to  the  class  at  the  next  meeting,  "  We 
speak  that  which  we  do  know." 

2.  The  teacher  and  his  class.  "Thou  shalt  both 
save  thyself  and  them  that  hear  thee."  At  first 
sight  that  might  seem  selfish — to  put  our  own  sal- 
vation before  the  salvation  of  others.  Paul  could 
not  mean  that,  when  he  was  willing  to  be  "ac- 
cursed from  Christ  "  for  the  sake  of  others.  But 
he  knew  that  only  a  saved  man  can  be  the  means  of 
saving  others.  We  cannot  raise  others  to  a  higher 
level  than  that  on  which  we  stand  ourselves.  What 
a  man  is,  is  far  more  important  and  influential  than 
what  he  says. 

"  Words  are  weighty,"  says  Kmerson,  "  when 
there  is  a  man  behind  them."  In  how  many  cases 
the  teacher,  who  has  had  the  strongest  hold  for 
good  upon  her  class,  has  been  the  best  educated  or 
the  cleverest!  Consecration  and  personal  good- 
ness have  more  than  made  up  for  the  comparative 
lack  of  intellectual  gifts  and  superior  knowledge. 
"  Save  thyself  and  them  that  hear  thee."  How  can 
we  do  the  latter  if  the  former  is  neglected?  We 
hear  much  of  "  power  of  service,"  but  never  let  us 
forget  that  power  for  service  is,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, power  for  holiness.  Power  for  service  may 
be  a  snare  if  severed  in  our  thoughts  from  power 
for  holiness.  "  Purifying  their  hearts  by  faith"  is 
the  description  of  the  effect  of  the  baptism  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  The  disciples  on  the  Day  of  Pente- 
cost not  only  spoke  with  other  tongues  but  became 
other  men. 

"  My  class  for  Jesus  "  is  a  good  motto,  but  there 
is  another  which  must  precede  it.  "  My  life  for 
Jesus."  "  Do  that  on  me,"  prays  Richard  Baxter, 
:h  thou  wilt  use  me  to  do  on  others."     Even 


corn,  a  great  amount  of  it,  an 
other   the    corn    crop  failed 


give 


e  year  after  an 
the  people  Wer„ 
starving  for  food.  Then  they  thought  of  the  misc 
and  his  hoard  and  they  went  to  him  and  asked  h" 
to  sell  to  them  of  his  corn.  He  refused,  and  th  m 
returned  to  their  homes  very  sad  at  the  prospect  of 
starvation.  Finally  matters  got  so  bad  that  th 
returned  to  the  miser  ready  for  any  bargain  that  h 
might  see  fit  to  impose  on  them.  He  saw  his  ad 
vantage  and  finally  told  them  that  he  would 
them  half  of  his  corn  for  all  of  theit 
was  a  hard  bargain,  but  they  had  to  do  it  or  starve 
So  they  agreed  and  they  laid  all  the  gold  they  had 
down  on  the  ground  and  took  half  the  corn.  Up 
time  nobody  had  ever  seen  a  swallow. 
the  miser  started  to  gather  up  his  ill-gotten 
d  before  he  could  touch  it,  it  all  turned  into  a 
flock  of  swallows  and  flew  away.  This 
grieved  the  miser  so  that  he  died,  and  when  the 
people  came  to  divide  the  grain,  the  swallows  had 
turned  to  gold  again,  and  the  people  got  all 
the  corn,  their  gold  back  again,  and  the  miser 
got  no'thing.  Now  the  next  time  you  see  the 
swallows  circling  around  overhead,  or  racinp- 
through  the  air,  you  will  know  how  they  originated 
according  to  the  story  that  is  told  the  little  Maya 
boys  and  girls  in  the  tropical  forests  at  nightfall,  as 
they  are  gathered  around  the  fire  in  front  of  their 
huts. 
Lcwisburg,  Pa. 
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great 


BOYS'  BRIGADES. 


n  the  midst  of  succes; 
the  penetrating  admot 
seit  in  this  rejoice  bee 
n  heaven  " — written  it 
'The  Book  of  Rem. 
ceeps  the  names  ot  hii 


India  S.  5.  Journal  by  Bertha  Ryan. 


in  saving  others,  we  hear 
ition  of  the  Master,  "  How- 
use  your  names  are  written 
"The  Book  of  Life"  and  in 
mbrance "  where  the  Lord 
"  friends." — Selected  from  the 


THE  SWALLOWS. 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 


There  are  a  good  many  children  who  read  the 
Messenger,  and  I  fear  that  they  do  not  at  all  times 
take  the  same  interest  in  it  that  older  persons  have. 
This  is  natural,  and  I  will  vary  the  usual  contents 
by  telling  them  a  story  heard  in  the  forests  of  Yu- 
catan from  the  Maya  Indians. 

Nearly  all  people  have  what  is  called  their  folk 
lore,  that  is,  the  collection  of  stories,  old  sayings, 
and  fireside  talk  that  they  do  not,  as  a  rule,  care  to 
tell  to  outsiders.  You  will  never  know  how  hard  it 
is  to  get  at  these  stories  till  you  try.  While  they 
all  know  them,  yet  none  are  willing  to  tell  them  to 
one  who  is  likely  to  laugh  at  them.  It  is  like  pa- 
rading some  story  that  your  mother  told  you  when 
you  were  little.     You  don't  care  to  do  it. 

Now  for  our  Indian  story  as  to  where  all  the 
swallows  come  from.  Away  back  in  the  time  the 
people  who  lived  in  the  ruined  cities  of  Central 
America  were  on  earth  there  was  an  old  man  who 
was  a  miser.     He  hoarded  everything  he  got,  no 


In  the  interest  of  peace,  and  iR  opposition  to 
war,  the  representatives  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in 
Ph.  ladelphia,  have  issued  an  earnest'  appeal,  from 
which  we  take  the  following: 

In  all  brotherly  freedom,  we  would  call  your 
very  serious  attention  to  the  organizations  known 
as  "  Boys'  Brigades,"  which  have  been  recently  in- 
troduced in  many  congregations,  and  have  met 
with  a  dangerous  popularity.  Let  us  consider 
whether  there  are  not  tendencies  and  consequences 
inseparable  from  them  which  are  inimical  to  the 
highest  interests  of  our-youth,  and  the  true  work  of 
the  church. 

With  the  inculcation  of  prompt  obedience  to  su- 
periors, is  there  not  fostered  a  love  of  arbitrary 
power  in  the  boys  who  command?  Is  not  an  ad- 
miration for  martial  display  begotten  by  the  pa- 
rade and  the  trappings  which  are  part  of  the  outfit 
of  the  Brigade?  Do  these  not  minister  to  the 
pride  and  vanity  of  human  nature,  which  so  early 
assert  themselves,  and,  viewed  from  the  Christian 
standpoint,  need  no  stimulus?  Will  not  the  pre- 
cision and  efficiency  with  which  large  numbers 
move  under  the  control  of  one  or  more  leading 
minds,  give  an  undue  estimate  as  to  the  value  or 
necessity  for  military  service  in  the  administration 
of  civil  government?  And  is  not  the  general  ten- 
dency of  such  training  as  is  derived  through  the 
Boys'  Brigade,  to  lead  away  from  the  Gospel  view 
of  the  church,  its  rightful  service,  the  nature  of 
that  conflict  with  sin  and  error  to  which  it  is  indeed 
called,  and  the  method  by  which  it  is  to  be  carried 
on,  whereof  the  Apostle  Paul  declares,  "  The  weap- 
ons of  our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strongholds, 
casting  down  imaginations  and  every  high  thing 
that  exalteth  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  to  the 
obedience  of  Christ." 

If  the  system  has  these  tendencies,  unfavorable 
to  moral  and  religious  welfare,  of  how  little  com- 
parative value  are  the  discipline  and  physical  ad- 
vantages claimed  for  it!  and  how  directly  does  it 
conflict  with  the  principle  involved  in  the  command 
of  our  Savior,  "  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
the  righteousness  thereof." 


natter  what  it  was,     It  seems  that  he  had  a  lot  of !  all  tempted  in  little  ones 


Doing  wrong  in  little  things  has  ruined  more 
lives  and  saddened  more  hearts  than  doing  wrong 
in  great  ones.  For  few  men  are  blind  enough  to 
deliberately  do  wrong  in  great   things;  but  we  are 
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ARIZONA  AS  A  MISSION  FIELD. 
BY  JOHN   E.    MOHLEK. 

A  number  of  inquiries  in  regard  to  Arizona  as  a 
mission  field  have  been  received  by  the  Brethren  in 
Arizona.  As  the  church  in  Arizona  has  been  organ- 
ized but  a  few  years,  the  answer  to  these  queries 
must  be  based  upon  the  character  of  the  popula- 
tion and  their  environments,  rather  than  upon  act- 
ual experience  in  mission  work. 

The  only  congregation  of  the  Brethren  in  Arizona 
is  in  the  Salt  River  Valley,  at  Glendale,  a 
small  town,  nine  miles  northwest  of  Phcenix,  the 
territorial  capital.  Round  about  Glendale,  for  a 
distance  of  from  twenty  to  eighty  miles,  is  a  level, 
plain  country,  before  the  mountains  are  reached. 
To  the  north  and  west,  much  of  this  country  is 
desert  land,  and  unoccupied  by  actual  settlers,  al- 
though most  of  the  land  has  been  entered  by  in- 
tending settlers.  Immediately  surrounding  Glen- 
dale, and  southeast  beyond  Phoenix,  is  a  well-set- 
tled farming  community,  so  that,  within  a  radius  of 
about  eight  miles  from  Glendale,  are  seven  or  more 
commodious  schoolhouses  where  the  Brethren 
should  have  preaching.  Surrounding  Phcenix,  which 
claims  a  population  of  twelve  thousand,  is  an  old 
farming  community.  Beyond  Phcenix  are  other 
towns  with  quite  a  farming  community  about  them, 
as  Tempe,  Mesa,  and  Maricopa. 

The  white  population  of  the  Valley  is  mostly  a 
desirable  class  of  citizens,  being  immigrants  from 
the  North,  and  the  Middle-east  of  the  United  States, 
and  from  Canada;  and  generally  the  very  best  rep- 
resentatives of  their  respective  sections.  Some  are 
of  Brethren's  families,  or  acquainted  with  the 
Brethren,  but  to  most  of  them  our  doctrine  is  new. 
There  is  no  reason  why  all  this  should  not  be  a 
good  field  for  mission  work  by  the  Brethren.  At 
one  time  regular  meetings  were  held  in  Phoenix, 
but  this  was  abandoned,  principally  from  lack  of  a 
suitable  place  to  hold  meetings,  although  the  inter- 
est and  attendance  were  good.  The  Brethren  from 
Glendale  now  hold  meetings  regularly,  and  have  a 
Sunday  school  at  a  mission  point  sixteen  miles  west 
of  Phoenix. 

Throughout  the  Salt  River  Valley  most  religio 
denominations  are  represented.  At  Glendale  tl 
Brethren  are  the  strongest  denomination.  They 
own  their  churchhouse  and  conduct  a  thriving  Sun- 
day school  here,  and  have  regular  preaching  servi- 
ces. The  River  Brethren  and  the  Methodists  also 
have  good  congregations  at  this  place. 

About  ten  miles  from  Glendale  are  settlements  of 
Mexicans,  and  farther  on  are  Indian  reservations. 
The  majority  of  the  Mexicans  are  Catholics,  which 
is  the  greatest  barrier  to  Christianizing  them. 
They  are  a  harmless  class  of  people,  however,  and 
are  not  numerous  enough  to  be  a  detriment  to  so- 
ciety, as  they  live  in  villages  to  themselves. 

The  Indians  in  the  Valley  are  of  the  Maricopa 
tribe.  They  are  fairly  intelligent.  The  ease  with 
which  they  seem  to  adapt  themselves  to-the  ways 
and  customs  of  the  whites  suggests  a  fair  field  for 
mission  work  among  them.  They  are  quite  friend- 
ly to  the  white  man,  and  at  Phcenix  is  a  large  gov- 
ernment school  for  their  especial  education. 

The  Indians  and  Mexicans,  nearly  equal  in  num- 
ber, comprise,  together,  about  one-tenth  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Valley,— the  balance  being  whites. 

A  large,  important,  and  interesting  field  for  mis- 
sion work  is  in  the  numerous  mining  camps  and 
towns  in  the  mountains  about  the  Salt  River  Valley. 


the  pick  and  shovel.  On  the  contrary,  many  of 
them  are  highly  intelligent,  energetic,  industrious 
people.  Some  are  college  graduates.  Some  are 
from  good  eastern  families,  and  are  seeking  their 
fortunes  in  the  mines.  Scarcely  any  effort  has  been 
made  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  the  mines,  but  what 
has  been  done  is  most  encouraging  in  some  ways. 
This  summer  the  River  Brethren  church  sent  out 
two  of  their  ministers,  in  an  ordinary  covered  wag- 
on, to  visit  the  mining  camps  in  the  mountains. 
Some  rejected  the  missionaries,  but  many  received 
them  gladly.  Some  of  the  people  had  not  heard 
preaching,  or  even  seen  a  Bible  for  thirty  years. 
Most  of  them  begged  for  literature  to  read,— tracts, 
Bibles,  almanacs,  bits  of  newspapers,  or  just  any- 
thing! Some  stopped  the  missionaries  on  the  pub- 
lic road  and  begged  for  reading  matter, — so  hungry 
were  they  for  literature.  What  an  opportunity  is  here 
to  spread  the  pure  Gospel  by  means  of  tracts!  Testa- 
ments also!  The  environments  of  the  people  are 
against  them,  but  the  Bible  and  Christian  literature, 
read  with  interest,  will  most  surely  be  followed  by  a 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  heart. 

The  climate  of  the  Salt  River  Valley  is  semi-trop- 
ical, but  it  has  some  advantages  for  missionary  work 
over  other  semi-tropical  countries  in  the  new  world. 
Rain-showers  are  infrequent  and  roads  are  always 
very  good.  Heat  in  summer  is  felt  less  than  even 
in  the  North.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  finer  winter 
climate  on  the  globe,  than  here,  and  the  weather 
will  permit  meetings  to  be  held  the  entire  year, 
comfortably,  in  a  tent.  The  people  arc  full  of  en- 
ergy and  decision,  owing  to  the  invigorating  moun- 
tain air.  They  are  also  quite  liberal  and  glad  to  aid 
the  missionary  financially. 

I  think  the  greatest  hindrance  the  minister  will 
find  to  mission  work  in  Arizona,  and  especially  the 
Salt  River  Valley,  is  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 
This  Valley  is  like  the  Valley  of  the  Jordan  before 
the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah, — well 
watered  by  mountain  streams  (though  by  irriga- 
tion) and  as  a  result  crops  seem  sure  and  are  heavy. 
The  absence  of  drouths  and  blizzards,  hail  and 
wind-storms,  etc.,  inclines  people  to  forget  their 
dependence  upon  God.  It  is  hard  to  make  a  Chris- 
tian people  of  a  prosperous,  unafflicted  people,  but, 
if  we  all  do  our  duty,  God  can  melt  a  heart  of 
stone, — or  gold. 

The  brethren  and  sisters  in  Arizona  will  heartily 
welcome  all  faithful   members.     They  want  you  to 
come  to  help  the  church  by  your  influence.     Do 
not  come  with   an   eye  single   to   worldly   riches. 
Plenty  of  such   people  are  here,   and  they 
their  reward.     Members  devoted  to  the  pr 
of  the  church  are  desired,  and  they  will  find 
genial  church  home  here. 

The  Salt  River  Valley  and  surrounding 
will  give  pleasant  suggestions  to  the  mi; 
because  of  its  similarity  to  the  Holy  Land.  Here, 
as  there,  the  fig  and  the  olive  and  the  pomegranate 
grow  and  bear  profusely.  Here,  as  in  Palestine, 
stretches  of  rocky  hills  and  desert  land  border  up 
on  garden  spots  of  living  green.  Here  grows  th,e 
"  sacred  thorn  "  tree,  which  is  supposed  to  be  ex- 
actly the  same  as  that  from  which  the  crown  of 
thorns,  Christ  wore,  was  taken. 

After  spending  the  greater  part  of  a  year  with 
the  Brethren  at  Glendale,  we  arc  obliged  to  return 
to  Missouri  again.  Our  address  will  be  Warrens- 
burg. 
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class  of  people,  with  brains  sufficient  only  to  handle 


Glendale,  Arizona. 


'WHAT  WE  OWE  AND  HOW  TO  PAY  IT." 


BY  F.  A.  VANIK 


tha 


That  we  owe  something  to  Go 
simple  service,  and  our  making  an  effort  to  keep 
ourselves  from  the   vices   of  the   world,  must   be 
plain  to  every  Bible  student.     God  wants  some  of 
our  means  and  will  have  a  portion  of  our  net  in 


*I  have  a  number  of  tracts 
end  a  few,  free  of  charge, 
natter.— F.  A.  V. 


this  subject,  and 
any  person 


nl!  gladly 


come  if  we  arc  truly  interested  in  the  conversion  of 
the  world. 

"Why  should  I  give  a  certain  definite  proportion 
of  my  income  to  the  Lord?  " 

The  first  and  very  much  the  most  important 
reason  is,  because  it  is  God's  law,  and  the  second, 
because  you  thereby  promote  your  spiritual  and 
temporal  interests.  In  short,  it  pays.  It  pays  in 
spiritual  blessing;  it  pays  in  temporal  prosperity; 
it  pays  in  peace  of  mind,  in  having  a  question  of 
duty  settled.  It  transfers  from  you  to  your  Heav- 
enly Father  the  responsibility  of  how  much  you 
shall  give.  It  permits  him  to  decide  whether  it 
shall  be  little  or  much,  as  he  prospers  you. 
•'  I  am  afraid  I  can  not  afford  it." 
You  arc  right  in  naming  that  objection  first,  as  it 
is  the  chief  obstacle  with  nearly  all  Christians. 
,  If  you  will  try  it  you  will  keep  it  up 
will  find  that  you  cannot  afford  not  to 
ean  in  dollars  and  cents.  Your  ob- 
im  the  temporal  standpoint  and  so  is 
the  reply.  Did  you  ever  try  it?  Did  you  ever 
know  a  business  man,  professional  man,  or  fanner, 
who  tried  it  and  was  not  more  than  satisfied  with 
the  results?  Thousands  of  laymen  in  the  United 
States  and  England  are  doing  it  and  have  been  for 
years. 

"  Is  it  not  wrong  to  appeal  to  my  love  of  gain  in 
this  matter?  " 

Do  you  not  pray  for  God's  blessing  on  your  tem- 
poral affairs?  Do  you  mean  what  you  say  when 
you  do?  Do  you  not  daily  ask  for  the  promised 
wisdom  that  you  may  be  guided  by  it  in  all  your 
duties?  Do  you  keep  your  business,  or  daily  labor, 
or  your  profession,  separate  from  your  religion? 
Don't  you  work  for  gain?  Gain,  that  you  may 
care  for  those  you  love?  Gain,  that  you  may  train 
and  educate  them  in  the  best  manner  possible? 
Gain,  that  you  may  have  to  give  and  do  for  others; 
that  you  may  be  able  to  support  those  who  give 
themselves  to  benevolent  and  Christian  work:  that 
you  may  give  more  for  the  spread  of  Christ's  king- 
dom in  the  earth?  Is  it  wrong  to  pr?.y  for  tempor- 
al prosperity  with  these  ends  in  view?  I  have 
heard  ministers  preach  that  it  is  wrong  to  make 
more  money  than  what  is  needed  for  a  living,  and 
yet,  perhaps,  at  the  same  time,  they  were  begging 
for  means  to  support  some  good  cause.  Brethren, 
how  can  we  have  to  give  if  wc  do  not  strive  to  earn? 
I  have  for  years  had  a  desire  to  be  able  1  o  earn  some- 
thing that  I  might  have  to  give,  for  there  are  so 
many  worthy  causes  that  need  our  money,  and  it 
has  always  made  my  heart  sad  when  I  heard  a  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel  preaching  down  money-making. 
It  seems  to  me  we  should  encourage  every  legiti- 
mate means  of  earning  money  and  then  carefully 
train  and  direct  the  mind  what  to  do  with  it  after 
it  is  earned.  We  need  more  preaching  upon  the 
'"purpose"  of  money-making.  One  man  with 
S2O.0OO,  $30,000,  or  £50,000  can  do  more  good  for 
Christ  than  it  is  possible  for  any  one  man  to  do 
single-handed. 

"  But  are  there  not  higher  motives?  " 
Certainly;  plenty  of  them.  Your  minister  doubt- 
less appeals  to  them  at  almost  every  service.  But 
it  is  the  temporal  side  of  the  question  we  are  talk- 
ing about,  the  practical  side  to  you  and  me.  You 
and  I  are  laymen,  not  ministers,  we  don't  preach. 
We  are  not  missionaries.  We  may  have  to  work 
hard  and  constantly  to  make  both  ends  meet,  and 
care  for  our  households  and  loved  ones.  Yet  we 
owe  something  to  others,  do  we  not?  We  owe 
something  to  God,  in  practical  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  to  him,  directly  or  indirectly,  we  owe  all 
we  have  or  possibly  can  have. 

"  But  we  can  not  possibly  pay  what  we  owe  to 
God  personally." 

True;  but  we  can  pay  to  his  agents,  by  which  are 
meant  the  poor,  the  church,  missions,  in  short,  to 
every  man  or  institution  devoted  to  doing  good 
and  depending  for  support  upon  the  contributions 
of  Christians  and  benevolent  people. 
"  How  much  do  we  owe?  " 

You  may  hear  from   me  about  this  later;  in  the 
meanwhile  see  what  your  Bible  says. 
McPherson,  Ka»s. 
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Does  your  Sunday  school  use  our  Quarterlies? 
Remember,  that  they  are  carefully  prepared  and 
fully  in  harmony  with  our  principles.  Send  for 
sample  copies. 

The  Brethren  in  Northern  Illinois  will  please 
take  especial  notice  of  the  arrangements  for 
the  Ministerial  Meeting  at  Milledgeville,  Sept.  18. 
published  elsewhere.  A  love  feast  will  be  held  the 
evening  before. 
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Mount  Morris,  111.,  September  12,  1696. 


Twelve  accessions  are  reported  in  the   Benshoof 
Hill  church,  near  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  is  giving  a  series  of  Bible 
Land  Talks,  this  week,  at  Hartford  City,  Ind. 

Bro.  I.  D.  Parker  writes  that  he  has  just  closed 
a  series  of  doctrinal  discourses  at  Milford,  Ind. 


Bko.  Daniel  Wvst 
series  of  meetings 
Aug.  28. 


G,  of  Indiana,   commenced 
the    Millmine   church,   III, 


Bro.  H.  A.  Stauffer  writes  us  that  the  feast  fo 
the  Grenola  church,  Elk  Co.,  Kans.,  is  Sept.  19,  in 
stead  of  Sept.  II. 


Bro.  C.  H.  Brown  is  in  the  midst  of  a 
ing  series  of  meetings  at  Olathe,  Kans. 
Bro.  Geo.  E.  Wise. 


interest- 
So  writes 


Bro.  C.  B.  Smith 
known  as  the  Stum 
Kans.,  with  six  bapti: 


a   meeting  at    what  is 
olhouse,    near   Edison, 


The  cause  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  seems  to  be  pros- 
pering encouragingly.  Several  have  lately  made 
application  for  membership. 

Bro.  George  K.  Sappington  writes  that  two 
were  recently  received  into  the  Beaver  Dam 
Md.,  church  by  confession  and  baptism. 

An  article,  intended  for  the  Correspondence  De- 
partment, signed  M.  B.,  and  referring  to  the  work 
at  Auburn,  Va.,  cannot  be  published  until  we  have 
the  writer's  name. 


hve   accessions, 
strong  church  at 


The    Brethren  at   Worthington,    Minn.,   recently 
closed  a  series    of   meetings   wi 
It  seems  that  the  prospects  for  ; 
that  place  are  quite  encouraging. 

We  are  now  closing  up  our  work  on  the  Alma- 
nac, and  will  soon  have  it  ready  for  the  press. 
The  publication  will  contain  eighty  pages,  being 
the  largest  Almanac  we  have  yet  published. 

In  case  your  Sunday  school  should  be  discon- 
tinued during  the  winter,  be  sure  to  keep  up  your 
study  of  the  lesson.  Send  for  a  full  supply  of  the 
Quarterlies,  and  let  those  who  are  interested  con- 
tinue the  lesson  studies  at  home. 


Bro.  M.  M.  F.shelman  requests  us  to  state  that 
the  date  of  opening  the  Bible  Normal  in  Belleville, 
Kansas,  church  has  been  changed  from  Oct.  10  to 
Sept.  29.  He  further  writes:  "We  are  now  at 
work  in  Bible  Normal  at  Portis,  Kans.  Bro.  J. 
M.  Mohler  does  the  preaching,  which  is  replete 
with  bristling  truths." 


opening  of  school 
at  the  Chapel  have  materially  increased 
come  the  young  people  to  our  sanctuary  privileges, 
and  trust  that  by  mutual  helpfulness  much  good 
may  be  accomplished  in  the  work  of  the  Lord 
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We    publish,   this   week,  ai 
love  feasts, — a  larger  number 
ever   before    been    published 
these  feasts  are  attended  in  the  ri 
a   spiritual    uplift   there   will   be! 
send  us  a  refreshing  from  on  high! 

With  the  approach  of  cooler  weather 
our  Sunday  schools  get  ready  to  close,  o 
of  our  correspondents  puts  it,— "get  killed  by  th 
frost."  It  occurs  to  us  that,  where  there  is  a  lit) 
school,  determined  to  do  all  the  good  it  can,  it  wil 
not  die  out.     It  will  live  in  spite  of  all  obstacles. 


y  of 


Does  your  church  sustain  a  live  prayer  meeting? 
If  not,  you  are  missing  a  great  deal  of  spiritual 
blessing  that  might  be  yours.  At  many  places, 
where  the  meetinghouse  is  inconveniently  located, 
the  members  could  meet  from  house  to  house  and 
have  precious  seasons  of  communion  with  God. 


We  are 
last   quarter 

interesting,  and  no  one  will  fail  to  be  benefited "b 
a  thorough  study  of  the  same.  Schools  who  h  ^ 
not  yet  sent  in  their  orders,  will  please  do  s  *"' 
once.    See  page  591  for  terms. 

In  a  communication  to  this  office  a  brother 
"  Fifty  years  ago  I  saw  a  picture  representing  tw  ' 
farmers  quarreling  about  a  cow.     One  farmer      ° 
pulling  at  the  tail  and  the  other  at  the  head,  whif 
the  lawyer,  with  a  broad  smile  on  his  face    sitt' 
on  a  low  stool,  was  milking  the  cow.     To  my  boy^ 
ish  mind,  it  told  the  whole  story  about  going  t 
law.    I    have    never    seen   the   picture  since,  but 
would  like  to  see  it  in  the    Young  Disciple."     Wh 
has  this  picture?     If  we  can  get  it  in  good  shape 
we  will  let  it  properly  impress  the  minds  of  the  lit' 
tie  readers  of  the  Young  Disciple. 


of  the 
Sept. 


R.  T.  Pollard  writes  us  that  the  dedication 
Brethren's  church  at  Garrett,  Pa.,  will  be 
0,  instead  of  Sept.  21,  as  previously  an- 
nounced. He  also  states  that  Bro.  M.  G.  Brum- 
baugh will  preach  on  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  19 
He  will  deliver  the  dedication  sermon  at  10  A.  M 
next  day,  and  give  a  talk  to  the  young  people  at  2 
P.  M.  One  week  later,  a  series  of  meetings  will  be 
commenced  at  the  same  house,  to  be  conducted 
by  Bro.  E.  K.  Hostetler. 


The  Fall  Term  at  the  College  opened  Sept.  2. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that,  notwithstanding  the 
hard  times,  our  young  people  continue  to  perse- 
vere in  securing  an  education.  Bro.  Royer  informs 
us  that  the  enrollment  is  larger  than  last  year, 
and^that  a  larger  number  of  States  are  represented. 


A  harvest  meeting  was  held  at  the  Silver  Creek 
meetinghouse  last  Saturday.  The  forenoon  ser- 
vices were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer. 
the  afternoon  an  address  was  given  to  the  chil- 
dren by  Bro.  Lutz,  of  Chicago,  who  is  attending 
school  at  this  place,  for  the  present.  The  exercis 
es  throughout  were  interesting  and  profitable  tc 
those  in  attendance. 


"Uncle  John,"  as  we  often  call  him,  takes  things 
good-humoredly.  After  receiving  a  statement  from 
this  office  he  writes:  "Your  dun  is  here.  As 
I  said  before,  so  say  I  again,  I  owe  you  nothing. 
I  looked  over  the  receipts  and  found  both  for  the 
names  I  sent  you.  So  it  is  your  mistake.  I  send 
no  name  without  money.  It  is  your  treat  this  time. 
Please  come  and  pay  it,  Bro.  Joseph.  We  will 
take  it  out  in  preaching."  There  is  no  chance  for 
trouble  with  a  man  of  this  kind.  And  really,  this 
is  the  best  way  to  meet  and  dispose  of  little 
occurrences  of  the  kind. 


To  build  up  the  1 


That  neighbor  of  yours,— have  you  ever  shown 
him  the  Messenger  and  asked  him  to  place  it  in 
his  family,  with  the  assurance  that  he  will  never 
regret  it?  You  may  have  often  desired  to  do 
mission  work.  This  is  one  way  of  doing  it,  and 
that,  too.  without  going  far  from  home.  All  can 
engage  in  this  work,  and,  by  the  Lord's  blessing, 
can  make  it  a  success. 


Writing  from  Rossville,  Kans.,  Bro. 
says:  "My  observation  on  the  Homt 
Northeastern  Kansas  is,  that  the  plan 
the  work  the  Gospel  Messengrr  for 


C.  C.  Root 
Mission  of 
of  giving  to 
six  months 


free,  is  one  of  the  most  successful  efforts  of  our 
mission  work  so  far.  Evangelists  can  not  be  too 
thankful  for  this  grand  aid  in  the  work,  nor  too 
careful  in  giving  names." 


uld  afford  us  pleasure  to 
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are    doing  the  best  we 
use  us  if  we  fail  to  an- 


g  a  picture 
ds,  feet  and 
g  through 


Some  one  sendsjus  a  paper,  contain 
of  a  boy  firmly  pinned  to  the  earth,— h: 
head.  There  is  even  a  large  pin  run 
his  body.  A  butterfly  and  frog  sit  by,  enjoying 
the  sport,  if  sport  it  can  be  called.  Below  is  print- 
ed: "Turn  about  is  fair  play."  This  ought  to 
serve  as  a  stinging  rebuke  to  those|who  are  unne- 
cessarily cruel  to  animals  and  insects. 


in  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor,  re- 
quires no  small  amount  of  ability  and  patience,  as 
well  as  skill.  Our  Bro.  Fercken  speaks  the  Eng- 
lish, French,  Arabic  'and  Greek  languages,  and 
is  now  studying  the  Turkish.  He  finds  abundant 
use  for  all  these  in  his  present  field  of  labor,  though 
he  does  his  preaching  mainly  in  the  Greek.  His 
assistant  in  the  ministry,  elected  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  church  at  that  place,  preaches  in  the 
Turkish  language.  Through  the  medium  of  these 
tongues  a  variety  of  people  may  be  reached,  and  at 
least  some  of  them  be  induced  to  accept  the  mil 
Gospel.  Most  of  the  accessions,  however,  seem  to 
be  from  the  Armenians,  whose  doctrine  and  prac- 
tice, in  not  a  few  respects,  resemble  that  found 
among  the  Brethren. 


One  of  our  readers  wishes  to  know  why  the  An- 
nual Meeting  should  oppose  Brethren  receiving  in- 
terest on  money  years  ago,  and  now  endorses  it,  ev- 
en lending  much  of  her  own  money  in  that  way 
through  the  Missionary  Committee.  The  time 
was,  even  in  the  memory  of  the  writer,  when  the 
common  people  looked  upon  interest  received  on 
money  loaned  as  more  or  less  unjust.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago  this  feeling  may  have  been  strong 
in  the  minds  of  not  a  few,  and  later  on  led  to  the 
decisions  referred  to.  The  decisions  show  that  our 
people  were  careful  in  those  days,  and  aimed  to  do 
that  which  would,  in  no  manner,  increase  the  hard- 
ships of  the  poor.  But  as  they  got  more  light  on 
the  subject,  and  a  good  class  of  business  men  came 
to  the  front  among  them,  the  decisions  were  modi- 
fied, and  now  oppose  the  receiving  of  only  unlawful 
interest.  At  this  time  the  income  from  money,  as 
a  means  of  support,  is  becoming  more  common, 
and  is  looked  upon  as  just  as  lawful  as  the  income 
from  houses,  lands,  and  even  labor.  The  time  was, 
in  the  history  of  our  people,  when  the  receiving  of 
even  lawful  interest  was  not  considered  expedient, 
but  circumstances  have  removed  the  occasion  for 
such  a  decision,  and  the  receiving  of  lawful  interest 
is  considered  no  more  inconsistent  than  the  re- 
ceiving of  rents  on  houses  and  lands. 


September  II,  1896. 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSENGER. 


One  of  our  correspondents,  in  giving  a  report 
of  their  Sunday  school,  gives  their  attendance  as 
being  300,  and  states  that  notwithstanding  the  hot 
weather  they  held  their  sessions  regularly.  Be- 
sides that  they  have  opened  a  mission  school  in 
another  part  of  the  city.  This  shows  what  may 
be  done  when  the  necessary  effort  is  put  forth. 
The  work  in  our  cities  largely  depends  for  its  suc- 
cess upon  a  wide-awake  Sunday  school,  and  more 
attention  should  be  given  by  all  our  city  workers 
to  that  important  branch  of  the  Lord's  work.  The 
rising  generation  is  the  hope  of  the  church.  More 
permanent  good  can  be  accomplished  by  working 
upon  the  plastic  mind  of  childhood,  and  shaping 
the  young  lives  for  Christian  usefulness,  than  by 
double  the  work  among  the  older  persons,  who, 
with  preconceived  ideas  and  opinions,  are  hard  to 
change.  

A  letter  from  a  devout  sister  tells  us  of  her 
yearnings  for  more  reading  that  will  help  lift  her 
to  that  higher  life  in  Christ  Jesus  that  she  longs  to 
enjoy.  She  is  not  seeking  that  higher  life  indepen- 
dent of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  Christian 
church,  but,  having  observed  these  things,  has  a  de- 
sire to  go  on  to  perfection.  We  have  long  felt 
that  we  stand  greatly  in  need  of  more  earnest  and 
careful  teaching  along  this  line.  There  is  a  life 
leading  to  a  plane  above  all  rites  and  ceremonies, 
a  life  of  fellowship  with  the  Divine  that  both  in- 
spires and  purifies.  It  is  the  life  of  absolute  loyal- 
ty on  the  one  hand,  and  unbounded  trust  on  the 
other.  It  is  a  life  of  spirituality  so  deep  seated  in 
our  natures  as  to  be  clearly  manifested  in  all 
our  acts  and  conversation.  Who  can  help  lead 
earnest  ones  to  this  spiritual  plane?  Mary,  at  the 
feet  of  Jesus,  had  reached  it,  and  so  did  the  apos- 
tles, and  others,  who  forsook  all  and  followed  Je- 
sus. May  the  Master  help  more  of  us  to  reach  this 
life  of  usefulness  and  devotion! 


EDITORIAL  OLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Thlrty-alx. 

PRECIOUS  STONES,  RUBIES,  SAPPHIRES  AND  EHER- 
,     •        ALDS. — THE  GARNISHING  OF  THE  CITY 
OF  GOD. 

Ceylon  is  not  only  the  land  of  spices,  but  of 
pearls  and  precious  stones  as  well.  It  has  had 
many  names  given  it,  among  which  are  "  a  pearl 
on  the  brow  of  India,"  "the  island  of  jewels" 
and  "the  land  of  the  jacinth  and  ruby."  These 
names  were  given  the  island  because  of  the  many 
pearls  found  in  its  waters,  and  precious  stones  in 
its  hills  and  valleys.  The  place  has  also,  not 
without  good  reason,  been  associated  with  the 
Land  of  Ophir  named  in  the  Bible,  to  which  Solo- 
mon's ships  came  in  quest  of  gold  and  silver,  ivo- 
ry, apes,  peacocks,  almug  trees,  or  sandal  wood, 
and  precious  stones*  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note 
in  this  connection  that  Ceylon  and  the  coast  of  In- 
dia at  one  time  furnished  all  the  products  named 
in  the  Bible  as  being  brought  from  Ophir. 

No  sooner  were  we  comfortably  settled  in  our 
hotel  home  than  we  were  besieged  by  vendors  of 
pearls  and  precious  stones.  The  merchants  are 
Moors  and  carry  about  their  persons,  wrapped  in 
hits  of  cloth,  gems  of  rarest  quality  and  of  great 
value.  We  were  shown  in  great  profusion,  and 
urged  to  buy,  the  finest  rubies,  sapphires,  emeralds 
a"d  pearls  at  less  than  half  the  price  asked  for 
them  by  dealers  at  home.  As  we  made  no  pur- 
chases, the  dealers  soon  learned  to  pass  us  by  for 
more  profitable  customers.  One  of  our  traveling 
companions  secured  a  fine  sapphire,  at  what  he 
deemed  a  good  bargain,  but  at  what  seemed  to  us 
an  'mmense  price  for  a  small  bit  of  carbon. 

The  following  named  precious  stones  are  to  be 
°und  itt  Ceylon:  Rubies,  sapphires,  emeralds,  the 
l°Paz,   amethysts,   white    sapphires,    spiral  rubies, 

rysoberyl,  tourmalines,  moonstones,  zircons,  gar- 

*>  Kings  10:  u-22. 
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nets,  rock  crystals  and  agates.  It  is  an  interesting 
fact  that  of  the  twelve  gems  which  God  command- 
ed Moses  to  put  into  the  breastplate,  to  be  worn 
by  the  high-priest,  nine  are  found  on  this  island. 
It  also  produces  seven  of  the  precious  stones  with 
which  the  twelve  foundations  of  the  New  Jerusa- 
lem, of  John's  vision  on  Patmos,  was  garnished 
and  made  beautiful. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  neither  Palestine  nor 
any  of  the  surrounding  countries  produced  either 
the  gems  used  in  the  high  priest's  breastplate  or 
those  spoken  of  by  John,  the  reason  tor  import- 
ing them  from  Ophir  is  apparent.  We  incline  to 
the  opinion  that  the  Island  of  Ceylon  was  included 
in  the  borders  of  the  Land  of  Ophir. 

We  were  much  interested  in  examining  the  pre- 
cious stones  offered  for  sale  by  the  Moors,  and  es- 
pecially those  named  in  the  Bible.  A  brief  ac- 
count of  some  of  the  Bible  gems  may  not  be  with- 
out interest  to  our  readers. 

Precious  stones  are  valued  according  to  their 
weight  and  purity,  the  carat  being  the  unit  of 
weight.  It  equals  nearly  three  and  a  fifth  grains 
troy  weight.  A  gem  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
and  a  half  carats  would  weigh  one  ounce,  and  if  it 
were  a  ruby  of  the  first  water  it  would  be  worth  a 
kingdom,  as  the  following  list  of  prices  will  show: 

Finest  ruby  one  carat  in  weight jyjo 

Finest  sapphire  same  weight, k0 

Finest  diamond  same  weight 100 

Finest  emerald  same  weight 75 

These  prices  seem  high,  but  they  increase  in  a 
kind  of  arithmetical  progression  as  the  gem  in- 
creases in  weight.  A  ruby  of  two  carats  would  be 
worth  four  times  as  much  as  one  of  the  same  qual- 
ity weighing  one  carat. 

The  ruby  is  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  gems, 
and  was  used  in  the  high  priest's  breastplate,  and 
is  also  found  in  one  of  the  foundations  of  the  Holy 
City  which  John  saw  coming  down  from  heaven. 
A  perfect  ruby  of  five  carats'  weight  would  com- 
mand a  price  ten  times  greater  than  a  diamond  of 
the  same  weight,  while  a  perfect  ruby  of  ten  car- 
ats is  of  almost  incalculable  value.  An  expert  in 
such  matters  says  that  a  ruby  weighing  one  and  a 
half  carats,  of  the  true  pigeon  blood  in  color,  un- 
tainted by  either  brown  or  violet  would  be  worth 
in  Ceylon,  where  jewels  are  comparatively  cheap, 
as  much  as  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  sapphire  stands  next  to  the  ruby  in  value. 
It  is  of  a  sky-blue  color  and  a  perfect  stone  is  of 
matchless  brilliancy.  We  saw  one  of  these  royal 
gems  cut  ready  for  mounting.  It  was  of  the 
softest  azure  in  color  and  of  wondrous  luster.  As 
the  Moor  held  it  up  in  his  dark  fingers,  the  light 
flashed  and  glittered  on  its  facets  as  if  it  were  a 
thing  of  life.  The  price  asked  for  the  stone  was  to 
be  reckoned  by  tens  of  thousands. 

The  sapphire  is  one  of  the  stones  used  in  gar- 
nishing the  foundations  of  the  City  of  God,  the 
light  of  which  "  was  like  unto  a  stone  most  pre- 
cious, even  like  unto  a  jasper  stone,  clear  as  crys- 
tal."* The- other  foundations  of  the  city  were 
made  all  grand  and  glittering  with  emeralds,  ame- 
thysts, chrysolytes,  rubies,  jasper,  beryls,  and  oth- 
er stones  most  precious,  of  incalculable  value  and 
of  wondrous  splendor.  One  cannot  conceive  of 
the  richness  of  the  foundations  of  the  Holy  City, 
"the  bride,  the  Lamb's  wife,"  when  the  present 
value  of  the  gems,  with  Ijwhich  it  was  deco- 
rated, is  taken  into  account.  The  finite  mind  can- 
not grasp  the  problem.  It  is  beyond  human  com- 
prehension. And  yet  God  has  prepared  a  home 
like  this  for  all  those  who  love  him  and  obey  his 
Word.  "Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  command- 
ments, that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
city."  D.  L.  M. 

*  Rev.l2l  $10-27. 


THE  EMPTY  BARREL. 

Did  you  ever  try  to  talk  when  you  felt  that  you 
had  nothing  to  say?  We  have  heard  people  say 
so.  Even  ministers  of  the  Gospel  sometimes  do 
this.  At  least  they  say  so,  and  sometimes  it  is 
apparent  that  they  tell  the  truth,  though  they  may 
think  otherwise.  By  this  we  mean  that  we  have 
ministers  who  feel  that,  before  saying  what  they 
have  to  say,  they  must  make  some  kind  of  an  apol- 
ogy. Not  having  prepared  the  apology  speech, 
they  simply  state  that  they  have  nothing  to  say, 
and  then  commence  saying  it. 

We  remember  when  we  were  yet  in  our  boyhood 
days  that  we  had  a  habit  of  stealing  rider  ftom  the 
barrel,  through  the  bunghole,  by  placing  in  it  a 
long  straw  and  then  sucking  the  cider  up  through 
it.  On  one  occasion  a  comrade,  on  seeing  a  cider 
barrel,  became  very  thirsty  for  a  drink,  and,  pro- 
curing for  himself  a  long  straw,  pushed  it  down 
deep  into  the  barrel  and  then  commenced  sucking. 
Soon,  however,  he  raised  himself  up  with  a  disap- 
pointed look  on  his  face,  saying:  "Why  there  is  no 
cider  in  the  barrcll "  The  thought  has  come  to  us 
often  since,  how  hard  it  would  be  to  draw  cider 
from  an  empty  barrel  I  Do  you  think  it  could  be 
done?  And  yet,  would  this  be  harder  to  do  than 
for  a  man  to  say  something  when  he  has  nothing? 

But  these  sayings,  as  a  rule,  will  not  admit  of  a  lit- 
eral interpretation.  Neither  can  we  now  think  of 
any  rules  of  hermeneutics  by  which  they  can  be 
interpreted.  There  arc  some  who  say  such  things 
and  thereby  tell  the  square  truth.  They  don't 
have  anything  to  say,  and  therefore  don't  succeed 
in  getting  anything  said.  It  would  be  better  for 
such  persons  not  to  attempt  to  make  something 
from  nothing,  as  no  one  but  God  was  ever  able  to 
do  this.  And,  further,  it  is  wrong,  positively 
wrong,  to  insist  on  persons  talking  when  they  feel 
and  say  that  they  have  nothing.  The  request  is  in- 
considerate and  unreasonable. 

But,  placing  on  the  saying  a  more  liberal  and 
general  interpretation  and  we  have  this:  When 
ministers  and  public  speakers  say  that  they  have 
nothing  to  say,  it  means  that  they  have  nothing 
prepared  for  the  time  and  occasion.  Such  an  in- 
terpretation might  be  justifiable  under  some  cir- 
cumstances which  may  happen,  as  ministers  are 
sometimes  called  upon  to  speak  from  subjects  and 
texts  on  which  they  have  given  no  thought.  There 
are  those  who  can  formulate  and  talk  as  they  go. 
Such  are  not  like  the  empty  cider  barrel,  but  are 
men  who  are  always  loaded,— men  of  large  experi- 
ence and  careful  thought.  They  arc  men  who  have 
a  bountiful  store  of  knowledge,  and,  with  a  few 
moments  for  reflection,  can,  without  special  prep- 
aration, make  better  talks  or  sermons  than  many 
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ther  minister  bantered  him 
le  in  the  pulpit,  he  would 
h  he  was  to  preach, 
:  for  him.  To  satis- 
his  offer  was  accepted, 
while  in  the  pulpit,  the 
paper  on  which  the  subject  was  to  be  written  was 
handed  him,  and  when  he  opened  it  to  get  his  sub- 
ject it  was  a  blank.  After  a  moment's  hesitation, 
holding  up  the  paper,  he  said:  "A  blank, — nothing. 
Out  of  nothing  God  created  the  earth,  the  heavens 
and  all  that  are  in  them."  And  from  this  he 
preached  a  very  acceptable  sermon  on  the  creative 
power  of  God.  This  was  more  than  his  brother 
minister  expected,  and  he  was  somewhat  non- 
plussed, fearing  that  when  his  time  would  come  he 
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might  not  be  able  to  do  so  well.  In  the  evening 
he  was  to  have  his  test.  So,  when  the  time  came 
he  was  handed  this  text:  "And  he  was  speechless." 
This  was  too  much  for  him,  and  after  stammering 
into  several  attempts  he  said,  "And  so  am  I." 

We  suppose  that  there  are  many  of  us,  who, 
under  more  favorable  circumstances,  have  felt  like 
making  the  same  confession.  No,  it  is  not  for  us 
to  make  something  out  of  nothing.  And  just  as 
certain  as  we  cannot  draw  cider  from  an  empty 
barrel,  so  certain  it  is  that  we  cannot  preach  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  without  preparation. 
If  our  barrel  is  empty,  we  may  make  a  noise,  but 
no  more.  A  barrel  well  filled  can  be  drawn  from 
at  any  place  or  time,  and  a  man,  well  filled  with 
solid  information,  is  always  ready  to  make  an  in- 
teresting and  edifying  talk,  not  out  of  nothing,  but 
from  the  well-prepared  reserve  that  he  always  has 
on  hands.  Some  men  talk  a  great  deal  and  say  but 
little.  Others  don't  make  many  words,  but  say 
much.  All  depends  on  the  kind  of  stuff  that  men 
have  stored  up  for  use. 

This  is  a  great  time  for  talking  and  speech  mak- 
ing. There  is  a  class  of  men  who  have  no 
work, — never  had  much  and  arc  not  in  search  for 
more, — who  are  now  making  the  cross-road  and 
street-corner  speeches.  The  most  of  them  are 
loud  for  "free  silver,"  that  is,  they  want  plenty  of 
money  without  working  for  it.  Just  what  kind  of 
a  President  it  will  require  to  get  this  precious  boon 
on  these  easy  terms,  we  have  not  yet  learned. 

We  passed  a  street-corner  assembly  coming  up 
street  this  afternoon.  We  did  not  stop  to  learn  to 
what  political  party  they  belonged,  but  we  heard 
the  speaker  remark  with  great  emphasis,  "The 
people  want  a  change."  What  kind  of  a  change 
these  people  want  we  don't  know.  We  felt  that  we 
knew  of  a  change  that  would  be  very  helpful  to 
them, — to  disperse  from  their  lounging  places  and 
street-corner  meetings,  go  to  work  and  earn  an 
honest  living.  It  does  seem  to  us  that  this  is  a 
time  when  people  talk  who  have  nothing  to  say. 
In  our  talking,  preaching,  livii 
everything  we  do,  let  us  keep  ; 
ble  from  the  political  harang 
common  all  over  our  land.  It  becomes  us,  as  cit- 
izens of  the  country  in  which  we  live,  and  the 
church  in  which  we  labor  and  enjoy,  to  study  to 
show  ourselves  approved  of  God  and  men.  We 
should  act  wisely  and  discreetly, — be  wise  as  ser- 
pents and  harmless  as  doves.  In  so  doing  we  will 
always  be  filled  with  that  wisdom  which  will  enable 
us  to  say  the  right  things  in  the  right  place  and 
time.  Let  us  ever  remember  that  we  can  never 
draw  anything  from  the  empty  barrel  but  wind. 


associat 

ons  an 

r  away i 

s  poss 

that  arc 

nows 

The  Christian  Commonwealth  of  England  comes 
out  in  a  strong  editorial  against  the  Salvation  Ar- 
my, so  says  the  Standard.  It  shows  clearly  that 
the  Army  is  disloyal  to  the  great  Captain  of  our 
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TO  THE  RESCUE. 


;  high, 


Lost!  lost!  lost!    A  little  child 

Has  wandered  far  in  the  forest  i 

The  clouds  hang  black  and  the 

The  night  draws  on  and  the  startling  cry, 

"Lost!  lost!  lost!"  through  the  village  rings, 
'Till  each  father  and  son  to  the  rescue  springs; 
Ami  a  hundred  men,  with  weapon  and  light, 
Will  scour  the  woods  through  the  stormy  night, 
And  oh!  what  joy  when  the  village  bell 
Peals  the  signal:  "  Found,  and  all  is  well!" 
Lost!  lost!  lost!    The  wilds  of  sin 
A  priceless  soul  has  just  entered  in; 
Through  the  darkness  pierces  no  cheering  ray, 
And  hogs  and  pitfalls  beset  his  way. 

"  Lost!  lost!  lost!  "    Will  no  one  heed 
The  cry  of  a  soul  so  sore  in  need  ? 
t  >uick,  Christians,  quick  to  the  rescue  spring, 
And  back  from  the  wilds  that  lost  soul  bring! 
And,  ohl  what  joy  through  the  heavens  will  swell, 
At  the  signal:  ''Found!  and  all  is  well!  " 

—  W.A.  Jones  in  Union  Signc 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETING. 


come  up  to  heaven  and  a 
disease  just  tore  away  from  r 
going." 

No.  27— A  brother  was  suffering  from  a  mortal 
disease  of  the  kidneys,  and  had  tried  all  the  rem. 
edies  and  doctors  without  avail.  Going  into  his 
house  one  day  he  saw  a  picture  of  Christ  on  the 
wall,  and  looking  at  it  he  thought  how  good  jt 
would  be  to  touch  the  hem  of  his  garment.    He 


prayed   earnestly  for  help 
and  he  was  so  rejoiced  that 
vhat  the  Lord  had 


In  addition  to  what  has  appeared  in  the  Mes- 
senger the  following  have  been  received.  It  is  a 
subject  of  such  vast  interest  to  every  Christian, 
that  it  is  a  pity  that  the  entire  text  of  the  letters 
cannot  be  published.  Only  the  outline  of  wha,t  has 
been  written  is  here  presented;  there  would  not  be 
room  for  the  letters  in  full,  and  it  would  not  be  in 
keeping  with  what  has  been  promised  to  disclose 
names  or  identity.  It  may  be,  as  before  stated, 
that  there  arc  those  who  read  of  a  similar  experience 
compared  with  that  of  their  own  and  who  wish  to 
communicate  with  some  one  whose  story  is  here 
told.  All  such  can  have  their  wishes  gratified  by 
a  simple  reference  to  the  number,  and  then  if  it  is 
desired  to  correspond  further,  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  principals. 

No.  21.— An  elder  of  the  church  lay  dying,  as  all 
thought,  and  a  husband  and  wife  were  relieving  the 
worn-out  watchers.  The  woman  slipped  out,  knelt 
on  the  green  grass  and  prayed  fervently  that  he 
might  be  spared  a  little  longer.  Returning  to  the 
bedside  the  sick  man  opened  his  eyes  and  said, 
"Do  you  sec  the  Holy  City?  /do,  and  see  the 
angels  coming.  Open  the  door  and  let  them  in." 
He  recovered. 

No.  22. — A  neighbor  was  sick  unto  death,  and 
e  up  entirely.  A  few  of  his  Christian  friends 
ce  his  case  a  subject  of  prayer  and  he  recovers, 
is  now  living  and  attributes  his  recovery  to  the 


fell  on  his  knees 

His  disease  left  1 

he  could  not  refrain  from  tell 

done  for  him. 

No.  2S.— A  sister  living  isolated  from  the  Breth- 
ren is  a  teacher  in  a  Union  Sunday  school,  and  at  a 
stated  period  there  is  to  be  a  festival  or  entertain- 
ment. She  is  not  clear  as  to  the  propriety  of  her 
taking  a  part  in  it,  and,  making  it  a  subject  of  prayer 
she  gets  the  answer  that  it  is  not  pleasing  to  God 
and  she  withdraws  from  the  work.  The  same  per- 
son, when  in  dire  distress  from  disease,  thinking 
that  she  cannot  live,  calls  on  God  for  relief,  which 
is  immediately  given. 

No.  29.— A  brother  in  a  moment  of  weakness 
commits  a  sin  that  he  bitterly  repents  of,  and  asks 
God  that  it  be  covered  and  hidden  from  men  and 
forgiven  him.  It  is  so  done  and  he  has  every 
assurance  that  it  has  all  happened  as  he  asked. 

No.  30. — A  man  is  in  distress  financially  and  sees 
no  way  out  of  his  troubles.  He  prays  earnestly 
for  help,  and  in  the  course  of  the  prayer  somehow 
feels  that  he  should  write  a  friend  stating  the  sit- 
uation. He  does  so,  and  the  answer  brings  an  in- 
dication as  to  where  the  desired  help  can  be  ob- 
tained,    The  man  writes  and  receives  it. 

Thus  far  thirty  answers  have  been  had  from  par- 
ties widely  removed  from  each  other,  and  while 
there  ought  to  be  as  many  hundreds  of  those  who 
ng  to  bear  testimony  of  him,  and  what  he 
t  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will 
having  prayed  in  secret  arrl 
ded,  are  not  ashamed  to  be 
f  what  he  has  done  for  them. 
It  is  a  peculiar  feature  in 
that  this  phrase  is  so  often 
I  never  prayed  before."  Then 
the  hearts  of  others  encourages 
les  that  we  can  get  all  the  help 
aright  for  it. 
LewUbitrgt  Union  Co.,  Pa. 
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salvation  in  that  it  refuse 
enlistment.     Another  object 
weight  than  may  at  first  app 
ty   and   slavish    imitation    0 
titles.     The  Commonwealth  w 
own   part    \ 
Holy  Spirit 
tesqu 


to  accept  his  terms  of 

vhich  carries  more 

is  made  to  the  pet- 

ilitary    terms    and 

ays:  "  And  for  our 

utterly   refuse   to   believe   that   the 

n  any  way   dependent  on  this  gro- 

operations 


prayers  of  h 
No.  23.—/ 
a  grievous  temptat 
Lord  in  prayer,  ant 
passes  away.  The 
ourselves  in  the  wi 
subject  of  prayer  it 


nds 


ber  of  the  church  is  subjected  to 
n  and  takes  the  matter  to  the 
all  desire  for  the  coveted  thing 
writer  says  that  if  we  found 
:s  of  temptation  and  made  it  a 
vould  be  a  vast  benefit. 
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witnesses 


nly 


f  the  letters ' 
I  prayed  ; 


in  all  our  troub- 
;  need  if  we  ask 


litation  and  pretense  of  arm] 
for  the  conversion  of  any  individual  soul."  All 
such  things  like  the  glory  of  the  grass  must  perish, 
but  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  which  contains  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Lord,  will  endure  forever. 


An  exchange  tells  of  a  stranger,  who  on  a  rainy 
day,  attended  services  in  an  out-of-the-way  church, 
giving  as  his  reasons  for  so  doing,  that  he  feared 
that  not  many  would  attend,  and  he  wished  to  en- 
courage the  few  who  were  there.  Such  an  example 
is  to  be  commended.  Any  one  can  follow  the 
crowd,  but  it  requires  Christian  fortitude  to  seek 
out  the  isolate'  --d  lend  them  a  helping  hand. 


No.  24. — A  daughter  of  a  member  is  taken  sick, 
and  the  attending  physician  assures  the  father  that 
she  will  never  be  any  better.  He  is  a  Christian 
and  takes  the  matter  to  the  Lord  in  earnest  sup- 
plication, and  she  recovers  and  is  now  a  member  of 
the  church. 

No.  25.— The  writer  is  troubled  as  to  the  differ- 
ent churches,  and  is  in  doubt  as  to  which  is  right. 
He  takes  it  all  to  God  and  light  comes.  He  is  a 
brother  now.  The  Lord  has  also  answered  his  sup- 
plications in  behalf  of  others  who  are  now  in  the 
Christian  fold  through  his  prayers,  as  he  earnestly 
believes.  The  letter  closes  with:  "  O,  could  I  tell, 
but  I  cannot." 

No.  26. — "On  the  22nd  day  of  February,  '94,  we 
read  the  sixth  chapter  of  Daniel  for  our  evening  les- 
son, and  meditating  on  it  how  the  Lord  saved  Daniel 
from  being  hurt,  we  were  sure  he  would  do  some- 
thing for  us.  After  retiring,  our  thoughts  still 
rd,  I  saw  a  light  or  fire  reach  fro: 
and  the  Savior  in  the  midst  of  it, 
, '  As  this  light  is  here  on  the  earl 
into  heaven,   so  your  prayers  hav 


being  heaven 
earth  to  hea< 
saying    unto 


A  TRUE  STORY  OF  WESTERN  LIFE. 

BY   VIOLA    FAGER. 

Some  who  know  nothing  of  the  hardships  en- 
dured by  the  early  settlers  in  the  West  may  be 
profited  by  reading  this  true  story: 

Not  many  years  ago,  a  family,  consisting  of 
husband  and  wife,  moved  to  one  of  the  Western 
States  to  secure  a  home  of  their  own.  Their  pos- 
sessions being  small  they  emigrated  to  their  new 
home  in  a  covered  wagon.  They  procured  a  home, 
stead  on  the  vast,  treeless  prairie.  There  was  only 
one  neighbor  and  that  one  three  miles  distant. 
The  nearest  village  was  ten  miles  away,  "  not  so 
far,"  some  of  you  may  think,  but  they  must  go 
that  distance  for  water  and  provisions.  It  was 
good  ways  after  all,  if  you  should  get  thirsty  and 
must  go  so  far  for  a  drink  of  water.  After  while,  by- 
practical  economy,  they  managed  to  build  a  bull  - 
ing,  serving  for  both  house  and  barn.  The  horses 
must  have  protection,  too,  against  the  hungry 
wolves,  which  were  quite  plentiful;  also  wild  cattle 
and  buffaloes,  which  sometimes  invaded  the  prem- 
ises very  much  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  owner. 

Things  went  along  under  the  ordinary  hard*'?n 
of  a  frontier  life,  until  their  trouble  increas ed 
earnest.     One   cold,   bleak  day   in   December 
friends  came  from  the  East,  to  visit  them  and  see 
ing  work.     Their  provisions  were  small  and,  o* 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  marketing 
deferred  until   a  more  favorable    day. 
the  weather  made   no  change,  and   the 
their   friends   necessitated   a   trip   to    t 
The  following  day,  early  the  next  morning,  » 
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scanty  breakfast,  Mr.  C,  with  his  two  friends,  start- 
ed for  the  village.  Mrs.  C.  preferred  to  remain  at 
home.  The  sky  was  cloudless  when  they  started. 
With  a  pair  of  prancing  steeds,  hitched  to  a  sleigh, 
they  soon  arrived  at  their  destination,  but  seeing 
the  storm  clouds  rising  on  the  horizon,  Mr.  C. 
knew  it  required  haste,  and  quickly  making  the 
necessary  purchases,  he  prepared  for  his  home- 
ward journey.  The  snow  had  begun  to  fall  and  the 
wind  rapidly  rising,  was  a  token  of  a  wild  blizzard. 
The  citizens  knowing  the  danger  of  such  storms, 
tried  to  persuade  him  to  remain  over  night,  but 
being  a  kind  husband,  he  thought  of  his  wife  and 
boldly  faced  his  doom,  for  such  it  proved  to  be. 

Leaving  town  in  the  homeward  direction,  for 
some  distance  the  trail  was  kept.  The  storm  in- 
creased, and,  in  its  blinding  fury,  they  could  no 
longer  see  the  trail,  and  they  were  lost,  with  noth- 
ing to  guide  them. 

They  then  trusted  to  the  instinct  of  their  horses. 
On  and  on  they  went,  not  knowing  where,  but, 
supposing  they  were  near  home,  they  shouted 
again  and  again,  but  in  the  fierceness  of  the  storm 
no  answer  could  be  heard.  They  knew  death  was 
approaching,  so  prepared  for  it  the  best  they  could. 
Mr.  C.  took  the  oil  and  can  fastened  his  handkerchief 
around  it,  thinking  perhaps  his  wife  would  find  it 
when  the  storm  had  subsided.  One  of  his  com- 
panions had  expired,  the  second  was  dying.  Mr. 
C,  did  all  that  was  possible  to  alleviate  the  suffer- 
ings of  his  fellow-travelers,  divesting  himself  of  his 
outer  wraps  and  kindly  wrapping  his  dying  com- 
rade in  his  own  garments,  and  fastened  them  se- 
curely to  the  sleigh. 

The   agonized  wife  anxiously  awaited  their   ar- 
rival.    The  night  being  extremely   dark,   she   sus- 
pended a  light  in  the  window,  hoping  they  might 
see  it.     She  called  to  them  in  her  agony,  but  the 
storm   in   its    fierce  terror    muffled    her    voice    in 
1  silence.     The  second  day  no  news  came.     Evening 
k>ias   coming  on.     She  had  no  food   nor   fire.     She 
Fjtarted  for  the  neighbors,    three   miles   away,   but 
v_  .i  her  exhausted  condition,  from  cold  and  hunger, 
jyie   could   not   walk.     Turning  back  and  reaching 
Rome,  giving  up  all  hope  of  rescue,  she  threw  her- 
self on  the  bed  to  die. 

Morning  came  again,  and  friends  too.  She  was 
cared  for  and  a  band  of  citizens  was  organized  to 
hunt  the  missing  men.  Toward  evening  they  were 
found,  five  miles  from  home.  All  three  had 
perished  and  the  horses  too.  The  two  friends 
were  sent  back  to  their  grief-stricken  families. 
Mr.  C.  was  buried  in  the  village  cemetery,  but  the 
followingfspring  his  wife  found  the  oil  can  where 
he  had  placed  it,  only  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
home;  so  his  remains  were  placed  there.  Thus 
ended  the  life  of  one  brave  man. 
Elmwood,  Nebr. 

SISTERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

[The  following  should  have  appeared  four  weeks  ago.  It 
was  mislaid;  hence  this  delay.  It  may  stimulate  others  to 
engage  in  the  good  work  referred  to.— Ed.] 

As  good  works  of  God's  faithful  children  are  fre- 
quently spoken  of  in  the  Bible,  I  thought  that  if 
others  knew  how  the  Lord  is  blessing  the  dear 
mothers  at  this  place,  in  their  noble  work  of  feeding 
and  clothing  the  poor,  it  might  cause  them  to  go 
and  do  likewise. 

The  Sisters'  Benevolent  Society  here  is  now  look- 
ing toward  the  Armenian  orphans  and  I  think  be- 
°re  long  they  will  have  arranged  for  the  support 
01  at  least  one  orphan. 

I  will  giVe  the  report  of  the  last  year's  work  of 

e  committee:  Number  of  meetings,  46;  average 
n  endan<:e,  14;  number  of  garments  made,  548; 
umber  of  comforts,  17;  number  of  quilt  blocks, 
5t454. 

Goods  Sent  to  Chicago  Mission.  —  Number  of 
fruit!  66  lbs342 ;  nUmbCr  °f  qUilt  b'°CkS'  5,454;  d"ed 


4;. 


Southern  Indiana  Home.— Number  of  garments, 


Orphans,  Home_  Mex 
ment»,  108;  dried  fruit,  I2  lbs 


At  Home.— Number  of  garments,  51;  comforts, 
7;  cash,  90  cents. 

Total  valuation  of  goods  sent  out  by  the  Society, 
Sl76-S7-  G.  W.  Crii-e. 

Cerrogordo,  III. 
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"  Write  what  thou  s 


•-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  II  you  have  had  a  Rood 
g,  send  a  report  of  it.  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
one  of  church,  county  and  state.    Be  briol.    Notes  o(  Travel  should  bo 


From  Sappa  Creek  Church,  Furnas  Co.,  Nebr. 

Bro.  C.  B.  Smith,  our  State  evangelist,  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  Edison  Aug.  2,  and 
continued  one  week,  when  he  went  to  the  Stump 
schoolhouse,  about  five  miles  north  of  Edison,  and 
preached  there  till  Aug.  19.  On  the  evening  of  the 
19th  he  preached  in  Edison  again.  After  the 
services  he  took  the  train  for  his  home.  His  meet- 
ings in  Edison  were  well  attended,  and  his  labors, 
seemingly,  much  appreciated.  There  were  six 
baptized  at  the  Stump  schoolhouse  and  the  meet- 
ings closed  with  a  good  interest.  It  is  the  old 
story, — the  meetings  closed  too  soon.  The  Mace- 
donian cry  is,  "  Come  over  into  Nebraska  and  help 

We  need  a  score  of  brethren  like  Bro.  Smith,  to 
devote  their  entire  time  to  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
Just  think  of  it,  brethren  and  sisters, — three  Coun- 
ties for  one  minister,  and  he  a  farmer.  We  all  en- 
joyed Bro.  Smith's  labors  and  hope  he  will  come 
again.  As  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  is  so  much 
better  supplied  with  ministers  than  the  western 
part,  we  think  his  labors  are  needed  here.  Sept. 
23  my  husband  baptized  a  young  man  and  his  wife 
in  Beaver  Creek,  some  eight  miles  south  of  Oxford 
and  about  fifteen  miles  southeast  of  Edison.  May 
God  bless  all  the  lambs  of  the  flock  and  help  them 
to  become  valiant  soldiers  of  the  cross! 

Amelia  C.  Nofziger. 


From  Double  Pipe  Creek,  Aid. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  3,  we  enjoyed  the  harvest 
meeting  at  the  Rocky  Ridge  church.  It  was  a 
pleasant  and  profitable  meeting,  and  we  felt  it  to 
be  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  well  spent  by  all  God's 
children.  A  council-meeting  followed,  and  was 
characterized  by  a  loving  manner.  Thus  a  day  was 
well  spent  in  the  service  of  our  Lord, 

In  the  evening  the  writer  was  one  of  twenty 
guests  at  Bro.  Weybright's,  who  is  truly  a  host, 
and  who  saw  to  it  that  we  all  had  a  way  to  get  to 
Sunday  school  and  church  service  on  time  next 
day.  This  necessitated  a  drive  of  four  miles.  The 
service  of  the  Master  is  not  all  in  preaching. 

The  Saturday  following  was  another  harvest 
meeting,  long  to  be  remembered,  where  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  the  General  Secretary  of  out 
Missionary  Reading  Circle,  and  also  another  inter 
esting  member  of  our  beloved  Brotherhood.  We 
pray  that  soon  every  member  of  the  church  will  be 
one  of  the  Reading  Circle. 

Saturday,  Aug.  22,  we  attended  a  harvest  meet- 
ing at  the  Meadow  Branch  meetinghouse,  where 
praise  and  thanksgiving  were  offered  up  to  the 
true  and  living  God.  After  services  one  member 
was  admitted  to  the  fold  of  the  Holy  Shepherd. 

R.  Givler. 

From  the  Black  River  Congregation,  Ohio. 

The  Brethren  at  this  place  have  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings,  to  begin  Oct.  3,  and  have  re- 
quested Bro.  Reuben  Shroyer  to  be  with  us,  and  as- 
sist in  holding  those  meetings.  We  have  arranged 
to  have  our  Communion  at  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ings. Bro.  T.  Moherman  and  wife  were  with  us  at 
our  late  council,  Aug.  I.  He  also  preached  for  us 
on  Sunday,  Aug.  2.  Bro.  D.  D.  Culler  preached  two 
sermons  for  us.  Those  sermons  were  highly  appre- 
ciated. We  think  much  good  might  be  done  if  our 
ministers  would  exchange  pulpits  more  frequently. 
We  feel  encouraged  in  our  Sunday  school  work  this 


summer.  Our  sisters  still  continue  to  hold  their 
monthly  meetings  for  charity  work.  We  select  a 
topic  for  discussion  at  each  meeting.  Each  one  is 
expected  to  respond  with  a  Scripture  verse  at  roll 
ca"-  Marv  Hoover. 

Chatham,  Ohio,  Aug.  2J. 

From  Palestine,  Ark. 

The  past  month  has  been  extremely  warm,  but  a 
heavy  rain,  recently,  has  cooled  the  air  and  mois- 
tened the  parched  earth.  With  all  the  hot  weath- 
er, they  are  not  at  all  "fine  weather  Christians" 
here  for  we  have  had  some  very  good  meetings 
recently.  A  meeting  of  nearly  one  week's  dura- 
tion, at  one  of  our  outposts,  resulted  in  two  ac- 
cessions. Another  meeting  is  now  being  con- 
ducted at  another  point  with  good  interest.  Our 
home  appointment  is  well  attended  and  good  in- 
terest is  manifested  in  our  Wednesday  evening 
singing  and  Sunday  evening  prayer  meeting.  The 
latter  is  held  when  there  is  no  appointment  for 
preaching  and  is  enlisting  a  goodly  number  of 
workers, — sisters  as  well  as  brethren. 

The  cause  of  Truth  is  gaining  ground,  though 
there  are  oppositions  of  various  kinds  to  be  met. 
Through  the  generous  offer  of  the  Missionary  and 
Tract  Committee  the  Messenger  goes  into  a  num- 
ber of  homes  in  this  field,  where  it  was  unknown 
before,  and  where  it  will  undoubtedly  accomplish 
good.     God  bless  the  message  it  bears! 

D.  L.  Fornev, 

Aug.  is.  ______^_ 

From  Worthlngton,  Minn. 

The  first  feast  held  in  Nobles  County,  Minn.,  was 
one  that  brought  joy  to  our  hearts. 

Bro.  Harvey  Eikenberry  came  to  us  Aug.  9,  and 
held  a  week's  meetings  before  the  love  feast.  The 
meetings  were  not  so  largely  attended,  on  account 
of  it  being  such  a  busy  time,  but  we  believe  much 
good  was  done  by  his  earnest  way  of  presenting  the 
Truth.  We  think  he  just  opened  up  the  way  for 
some  one  else  to  gather  in  the  sheaves. 

On  the  evening  of  Aug.  15  we  held  our  love  feast 
in  a  large  shed,  prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  ev- 
ening was  a  pleasant  one  and  about  sundown  thirty 
members  were  seated  around  the  Lord's  table.  We 
cannot  tell  you  how  it  thrilled  our  hearts  with  joy 
to  see  brethren  and  sisters  coming  from  a  distance 
to  enjoy  the  feast  with  us!  The  labor  fell  heavy  on 
a  few  of  us,  but  it  was  performed  with  much  delight 
and  pleasure.  It  was  a  very  enjoyable  feast  to  me. 
Quite  a  good  audience  of  spectators  came  out 
through  curiosity,  but  we  do  believe  that  many 
good  impressions  were  made  by  example.  It  was 
something  new  to  the  people  here. 

On  Sunday  morning  we  had  preaching  at  the 
shed.  Bro.  Eikenberry  gave  us  a  splendid  dis- 
course. On  Sunday  afternoon  we  went  four  miles 
where  we  had  an  appointment,  and  here  Bro.  Ral- 
ston, our  elder,  gave  us  a  splendid  discourse.  The 
house  was  crowded  and  all  gave  great  attention 
to  the  Word  preached. 

In  the  evening  we  returned  again  to  the  shed, 
where  a  large  crowd  had  gathered  to  hear  the  Word 
preached.  At  this  time  Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver  took  up 
the  work  and  delivered  a  very  able  as  well  as  touch- 
ing discourse.  Then  we  thought  best  to  move  the 
meetings  back  to  the  schoolhouse,  thinking  there 
would  not  be  so  many  in  attendance.  Here  he  con- 
tinued just  two  weeks,  and  had  good  crowds. 
Some  nights  not  all  could  enter  the  house.  One 
night  it  was  thought  that  fifty  were  outside. 

The  first  few  nights  Bro.  Beaver  gave  us  some 
soul-stirring  sermons.  Then  he  took  up  the  doc- 
trine of  the  church  and  explained  it  thoroughly. 
Five  dear  souls  have  already  accepted  the  plain 
teachings  of  the  Gospel,  and  were  baptized  yester- 
day in  the  beautiful  lake  near  Worthington.  Many 
people  came  out  from  town  to  witness  the  scene. 
One  that  was  baptized  was  an  aged  man,  who  has 
been  a  Presbyterian  for  thirty  years.  When  he  first 
got  acquainted  with  us  he  thought  us  to  be  a  very 
queer  people.  We  have  reason  to  believe  there  are 
others   near   the    Kingdom.     Some    say   they    will 
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come  soon.  We  also  received  two  more  by  letter 
We  number  twenty  now,  and  two  more  are  on  then 
way  now,  for  these  parts,  from  Ncbr; 
must  say  we  feel  very  much  encouraged 
up.  and  strengthened  for  the  duties  befo 
we  still  feel  to  ask  an  interest  in  the  prayers 
God's  children   that  we  may  live 
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Goshen,  Ind ,  Aug.  27. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


•  Tkou' 
ently, 


,  of  Lanark,  111., 
and    while    with 


Bro.  I.  Benn 
a  short  visit 
preached  five  sermons,  which  secured  much  appre- 
ciation by  all  present.  This  was  the  home  of  Bro. 
Trout  until  recently.  It  was  pleasant  to  meet  once 
more  on  earth,  in  anticipation  of  finally  meeting  in 
heaven. 

The  health  of  my  family  is  some  better.  My 
son  at  McPherson,  Kans ,  seems  also  to  be  im- 
proving now.  I  have  a  great  deal  of  asthma  at  pres 
ent,  but  if  my  health  and  the  health  of  the  family 
is  so  that  I  can  leave  home,  I  expect  to  be  at  the 
following  places  as  near  to  the  dates  as  named  be- 


low 


.il.k 


Sept.  5,  Sugar  Creek  chun 
Oct.  3,  Pleasant  Valley  cf 
Hickory  Grove  church,  Oh 
church,  111.;  Dec.  26.  Killbu 
will  we  do  if  aided  by  heaver 
out. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Sept.  1 . 


rics  of  meetings: 
ear  Auburn,  111. 
Ohio;  Nov.  7 
lov.  28,  Laplace 
lurch,  Ind.  This 
•ssings  to  carry  it 
Henkv  Frantz. 


From  Johnsville,  Md. 


of  the  Eastern  Dis- 
union Bridge,  Md., 
ke  arrangements  for  next  An- 
Wm.  H.  Franklin  was  choser 
K.  Sappington,  Clerk, 
mmittees  were  elected, — one  or 


Dple,  we  secured  a 
5  filled  nearly  each 
many  as  1,500  to 
leople  took  great 
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commodate  the  large  crowd  of  p< 

tent,  eighty  by  fifty  feet,  which  we 

evening,  and  towards  the  close  a: 

2,000  people  were  present.     The 

interest  in  the  talks,  and  the  audi 

undivided  attention,  all  agreeing  that  the  talks  were 

very  instructive.     All   are  more   confirmed  in  the 

truth  of  the  good  old  Bible. 

The  expenses  were  met  by  private  contributions. 
Several  public  collections  were  taken  for  foreign 
missions,  which  amounted  to  S70.  We  all  felt  sorry 
that  the  meetings  had  to  close  so  soon.  The  last 
evening  one  dear  soul  come  forward,  to  be  received 
into  the  fold.  We  felt  sad  to  part.  The  Christian 
bonds  of  love  between  the  brethren  and  sisters  of 
the  two  churches  were  made  stronger  than  ever  be- 
fore, Cyrus  Bucher. 


From  the  Wo 


1  and  Children's  Hospital. 


Gnsl-I- 


enger  comes  regularly  and  1 
am  glad  of  it.  I  take  pains  in  distributing  it  arid 
find  some  who  willingly  read  it.  I  sincerely  hope 
it  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  much  light  to  at 
least  some  souls. 

1  for  one  apnreciate  the  Messenger  highly.  I 
know  that  it  will  help  to  keep  me  in  the  narrow  way 

How  little  is  known  of  our  faith,  here  in  this 
great  city!  By  giving  the  paper  to  a  patient,  us- 
ually some  question  is  asked  about  the  church. 
This  opens  up  the  way  to  distribute  tracts  and  in 
that  way  I  hope  it  may  be  the  means  of  spreading 
the  light.  Lizzie  Saylor. 

Aug.  27. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

n  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 

their 


A  special  District  Meeting 
trict  of  Maryland  was  held  ir 
Aug.  25,  1896,  to  make  arranf 
nual  Meeting      Br 
Moderator,  and  G 

On  motion  two 
location,  coisisting  of  five  membi 
rangements,  consisting  of  three 
T.  ].  Kolb,  E.  W.  Stoner,  S.  H.  U 
and  G.  S.  Harp  were  elected  the 
cation.  Brethren  E.  M.  Bish,  E. 
S.  Weybright  were  elected  the 
rangements. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  that  the  churches  in 
the  Eastern  District  of  Maryland  pledge  themselves 
to  raise  one  thousand  dollars, — each  to  pay  in 
proportion  to  valuation, — when  called  for  by  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements. 

The  meeting  was  largely  attended  and  much  in- 
terest seemed  to  be  manifested. 

Geo.  K.  Sappington,  Sec. 

Aug.  26. 
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The  Astori; 


From  Astoria,  III. 

nd  Woodland  chui 


i  churches  secured  th 
services  of  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller,  to  deliver  a  series  0 
"Bible  Land  Talks,"  beginning  Aug.  15.  and  con 
tinuing  until  the  24th.  We  had  a  meeting  each  ever 
ing  and  six  day  meetings,  among  them  a  very  intei 
esting  Children's  Meeting,  Aug.  23.     In  order  to  ac 


Notice.— Those  who  have  not  yet   sent 
Sunday  school  report,  will  please  do  so  at  once  and 
oblige  the  Sunday  School  Correspondent  of  North- 
ern   Indiana.— Irvin    S.   Burns,   Box   J2,  Wakarusa, 
Ind. 

Galva,  Iowa.— I  wrote  you  a  note  of  our  series  of 
meetings.  I  should  have  stated  that  the  series  of 
meetings  was  at  Galva,  Iowa,  instead  of  Fredericks- 
burg, Iowa.  Bro.  Beaver  was  from  the  latter  place. 
—Elizabeth  Milley,  Galva,  Iowa,  Aug.  31. 

Maumee  Valley  Church,  Ind.— We  held  a  har- 
vest meeting,  Aug.  9,  in  the  grove.  Bro.  Steckley 
of  Cedar  Creek,  officiated.  Our  elder,  John  Stafford 
was  present.  We  had  a  soul-cheering  meeting  — 
Bertha  Williams,  Harlan,  Ind.,  Aug    26. 

Forest  Chapel,  Ind.— Bro.  William  Burcham 
came  to  us  and  gave  us  three  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. The  services  were  attended  by  good  congre- 
gations. All  seemed  to  enjoy  the  crumbs  that  fell 
from  the  table  of  the  Lord.  Three  dear  souls  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized. — Etta 
La  it  son,  Sept.  I. 

Girard,  111.— In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  34,  un- 
der head  of  Notes  from  Correspondents,  from  Ma- 
coupin Creek  church,  I  stated  that  "  a  series  of 
meetings  begins  Oct.  3."  It  should  be  Oct.  30.  Al- 
so, in  obituary  ot  Fanny  Garst  (same  number) 
read,  "  died  at  her  Step-son's"  instead  of  "son  in- 
law."— Michael  Flory,  Aug.  ?/. 

Canton,  111.— Last  week  I  said,  by  the  request  of 
sister  Rohrer,  that  she  was  "  poorly."  The  pa- 
per stated  that  she  was  "  seriously  ill."  This 
makes  me  say  more  than  I  intended  to  say.  She  is  | 
very  poorly,  feeling  the  loss  of  a  companion  and 
having  had  a  stroke  of  paralysis  a  short  time  ago. 
She  does  crave  the  prayers  of  the  dear  brethren  and 
sisters. — Solomon  Bucklew,  Aug.  29. 

Log  Creek  Congregation,  Mo. — Aug.  29  we 
held  our  regular  quarterly  council.  A  loving  spirit 
was  manifested  throughout.  We  decided  to  begin 
a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  10  and  hold  our  love  feast 
f  one  week  later.  Our  elder,  Bro.  J.  E.  Ellenberger, 
and  the  writer,  were  chosen  delegates  to  District 
Meeting  in  the  North  Missouri  District.  The  writer 
was  chosen  church  correspondent. — M.  E.  Stair^  Po- 
lo, Mo.,  Aug.  31. 


Grenola,  Kans.— The  brethren  and  sisters  of  th 

Grenola  congregation,  Elk  Co.,  Kans.,  contemplate 

holding  their  love  feast  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  Ir, 

i.     Meetings  will  commence  on  the  evening  0, 

Sept.  12,  and  continue  at  night  over  the  love  feast 

Wm.  B.  Sell,  Sept.  2. 

Van  Wert  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  of  this 
lurch  held  their  harvest  meeting,  Aug.  14.  tye 
met  in  quarterly  council  next  day.  Everything 
passed  off  in  harmony  with  the  teachings  of  the 
Bible.  We  also  decided  to  hold  our  Communion 
Oct.  17.—  Viola  Clapper,  Hoaglin,  Ohio,  Sept.  2. 

Elreno    Church,    Okla.    T—  Our   feast,   of   Aug, 
22,  was  one  never  to  be  forgotten.     Outside  attend' 
:  was  not  very  large,  it  being  an  unfavorable  ev- 
ening, yet  we  feci  there  were  some  good  impressions 
ade.    Bro.  J.  O.  Brubaker,  of  Mt.  Hope  church, 
ficiated. — George  E.  Hardnock,  Thurston,  Okla.  T. 
Nappanee,  Ind.— Saturday,  Aug.  22,  at  2  P.  u  p 
e    members    of   the   Turkey   Creek   church  held 
eir  harvest  meeting.     Bro.  I    D.  Parker  delivered 
the  sermon.     On  Sunday  a  missionary  sermon  was 
delivered.     These  sermons   were    preached  at  the 
Gravelton  house  to  attentive   congregations.    Bro, 
Parker  also  preached  to  us  on  Sunday  evening  at 
Nappanee.     Collections  were  taken  tor  the  mission- 
ary cause,  which  amounted  to  S33.82.— D.  Wpmg, 
Aug.  29. 

Milledgeville,  111. — The  love  feast  in  the  Mil- 
ledgeville  church,  Northern  Illinois,  will  be  held! 
on  Thursday  evening,  Sept.  17,  the  evening  before 
the  Ministerial  Meeting,— commencing  at  4  P.  M. 
Those  coming  by  rail,  either  to  the  love  feast  or 
Ministerial  Meeting,  will  be  met  at  Milledgeville 
by  duly  notifying  Bro.  J.  J.  Fike,  Milledgeville,  111, 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  secure  rates  to  the 
meeting.  Come  and  enjoy  the  meeting  with  us!— 
Tobias  S.  Fike,  Sept  6. 

Wooster  Church,  Ohio.—' 
church  held  their  quarterly 
Aug.  22.     All  business  was  di 
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was  with  us  and  acted  as  Moderator.     The  chu 
sent  brethren  D.   M.  Brubake 
delegates   to    District    Meeting, 
cross  preached  for  us  on  Sunday  < 
congregation.     He  gave  u 
Runkle,    Weilersville,    Wayr 

Johnstown,  Pa. — B 
to  the  Benshoof  Hi'l  chur 
eighteen  sermons.  The  members,  as  well  as  tne 
community  round  about,  feasted  richly  on  the 
words  of  truth  and  righteousness  that  fell  from  his 
lips.  Twelve  were  baptized  and  one  reclaimed. 
We  have  an  interesting  evergreen  Su 
and  take  a  collection  once  a  month  fo 
work  in  this  District.  We  also  have  ai 
social  meeting  each  Wednesday  even 
Stut3?nan,  Aug.  75. 

Notice— The  District  Meeting  erf  Northeastern 
Ohio  will  be  held  (the  Lord  willing)  on  Thursday 
Oct  1,  1896,  with  the  Brethren  of  the  Sandy  church, 
at  the  Reading  house,  two  and  one-half  miles  froni 
Homeworth,  Columbiana  County,  comrm 
8  o'clock  A.  M.  Delegates  should  come 
liance  to  Homeworth,  where  they  will  be  r 
trains  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  30,  by  giving  previous 
notice  to  Eld.  Eli  Stroup  or  B.  F.  Roose,  at  Home- 
worth,  Ohio.  Eld.  S.  Sprankle  will  give  railroa 
arrangements.— Jacob  Mishler,  Mogadore,  Ohio,  M- 

Carthage  Church,  Mo.— This  little  congregati" 
has  had  regular  services  each  Sunday  and  Sun 
night  by   our  elder,    George   Barnhart,  with  » J 
good  attendance,  but  no  accessions  since  my 

„ f      n„,  c„nday  school  has  withstood  the :       ' 

and   continued  with  a  fair  atte» 

see  what  an   interest  the  teach' 

couraged  and  ha 
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t  at  all 


of  the  summer 
ance.  When  w 
take  in  their  cli 
no  fear  of  the 
the  first  frost. 


We  have  arranged  to  have 
munion  Oct.  20,  at  3  P.  M.,  in  the  city 
We  also  expect  to  have  a  series  of  meeting 
October. — A'.  Oren,  Sept.  3. 
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tibertyville,  Iowa— I  am  now  engraged  in  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  in  the  Pleasanthill  church.  I  will 
De  in  this  and  the  Libertyville  congregations  for 
some  three  weeks  yet.  Then  I  go  to  Fredric,  Iowa, 
and  aim  to  reach  Parkersburg,  111.,  by  Oct.  24,  and 
Daleville,  Va„  by  Nov.  14.  All  of  this  I  will  do,  if 
the  Lord  will. — A.  Hutchison,  Sept.  4, 

Big  Creek,  Okla.  T. — Two  more  have  been  bap- 
tized at  this  place.  We  are  made  to  rejoice  to  see 
sons  and  daughters  come  to  Christ.  Eld.  Edge- 
comb  recently  conducted  a  series  of  meetings  at 
the  Free  Silver  schoolhouse.  He  failed  not  to  de- 
clare unto  us  the  Word  in  its  purity  and  with  pow- 
er. There  was  a  fair  attendance  and  good  order  — 
A.  G.  Filmore,  Sept.  2. 

~Panora,  Iowa. — On  the  evening  of  Aug.  28  a 
number  of  invited  brethren,  sisters  and  friends  as- 
sembled at  the  home  of  our  aged  mother  in  Israel, 
—sister  Mary  Howell, — who,  on  account  of  age  and 
infirmity,  has  not  been  able  to  attend  the  public 
services  of  the  church  for  some  years.  She  desired 
to  have  a  love  feast,  and  celebrate  the  sufferings, 
death  and  love  of  our  Savior.  The  services  wert 
conducted  in  a  very  solemn  manner  by  Bro.  J.  W. 
Diehl.  Between  fifteen  and  twenty  members  com- 
muned,— mostly  her  children  and  grandchildren,  It 
made  us  all  happy  to  see  her  enjoy  this  privilege 
again  with  loved  ones.—/.  D.  Haughtelin. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  III.— This  church  met  in 
regular  council  Aug.  8.  Considerable  business  was 
presented  and  disposed  of  judiciously.  Three  dele- 
gates to  District  Meeting  were  chosen.  The  intro- 
duction of  the  Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book 
is  meeting  with  approval.  Our  series  of  meetings 
is  to  begin  with  our  love  feast,  Oct.  23,  and  to  be 
conducted  by  Daniel  Wysong,  of  Indiana.  Since 
our  last  report  one  dear  sister,  eleven  years  of 
age,  united  with  the  fold  in  baptism.  This 
church  has  recently  enjoyed  the  labors  of  Bro. 
^Isaac  Brubaker,  of  Laplace,  111.,  and  Bro.  G.  W. 
Gibson,  of  Maxwell,  Iowa..— James  Wirt,  Aug.  jr. 

Powell  Valley  Church,  Ore.  —  Our  quarterly 
^council  was  held  on  Saturday,  Aug.  15.  Considera- 
ble business  was  attended  to,  but  all  disposed  off 
pleasantly.  We  expect  to  hold  a  Communion 
meeting  in  our  church  house  in  Gresham  on  Satur- 
day, Oct.  17.  We  are  few  in  number  and  living 
much  scattered.  While  in  limited  circumstance.- 
financially,  we  feel  confident  that  in  union  there  is 
strength.  This  congregation  is  very  much  in  need 
of  help  in  the  ministry.  We  heartily  invite  minis- 
tering brethren  to  come  and  cast  their  lot  with  us; 
also  deacons  and  lay  members.  Here  is  a  large 
mission  field. — Nancy  Bahr,  Damascus,  Ore.,  Aug. 
21, 

Tippecanoe  Church,  Ind.— Aug.  9  we  held  our 
harvest  meeting,  and  the  day  was  well  spent.  At 
9:  30  A.  M.,  we  had  a  Children's  Meeting,  at  the 
close  of  which  a  collection  was  taken  from  the 
children  for  the  Chicago  Mission,  amounting  to 
Sl.oi.  After  that  we  had  a  sermon  by  Bro.  W.  B. 
Neff.  Then  we  had  a  collection  for  missions, 
amounting  to  S10.55.  After  partaking  of  refresh- 
ments we  met  at  2  P.  M.  We  had  a  sermon  by  Bro. 
H.  H.  Brallier,  followed  by  Bro.  G.  Swihart. 
Aug.  28  we  had  a  special  council,  preparatory  to 
our  Communion,  which  will  be  Sept.  19.  Aug.  29 
one  dear  sister  put  on  Christ  in  baptism.— Daniel 
Rothenberger,  North  Webster,  Ind.,  Aug.  jr. 

Pine  Grove,  Md—  Our  quarterly  council  was 
held  at  the  Pine  Grove  church  Aug.  22,  and  a 
week's  series  of  meetings  was  held  by  the  home 
brethren,— Eld.  Thomas  Digman  and  Henry  Sines, 
commencing  Aug.  22,  which  resulted  in  the  addi- 
tion of  five  by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed.  Our 
love  feast  was  held  Aug.  29,  which  was  a  very  en- 
joyable occasion,  because  our  dear  brethren  and  sis- 
ters are  in  love  and  fellowship  with  one  another. 
Uver  one  hundred  partook  of  the  love  feast  and 
L°rnmunion,  and  the  visitors  showed  the  best  of  re- 
ject and  order.  We  beg  an  interest  in  the 
Prayers  of  God's  children  elsewhere,  that  we  may 

ntmue  in  the  faith.— 5.  M.  Wilhelm,  Pleasanthill, 
Weston  Co.,  W,  Va.,Aug.3i. 


Clay  Hill,  Pa.— Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
at  the  Hade  house  on  Saturday.  Everything  was 
adjusted  harmoniously  and  it  was  said  by  many  that 
it  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  councils  ever  held 
in  the  congregation.  We  decided  to  hold  our  love 
feast  Oct.  17  and  IS.  We  will  have  a  series  of 
sermons  in  November  by  Eld.  W.  A.  Gaunt,  of  Elk- 
lick,  Pa— H/.  A.  Anthony. 

Astoria,  111. — The  members  of  this  congregation 
met  in  quarterly  council  at  the  Walnut  House, 
Sept.  I.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 
meeting,  but  was  all  disposed  of  very  pleasantly. 
Several  letters  of  membership  were  given.  Eld.  J. 
H.  Baker  was  chosen  delegate  for  District  Meeting. 
We  also  decided  to  have  a  series  of  meetings,  com- 
mencing Sept.  7,  and  continuing  until  after  our  love 
feast,  which  will  occur  Sept.  16.— Mattie  Davis, 
Sept.  1. 

Coon  River,  Iowa. — This  church  met  in  council 
Aug.  29.  and  disposed  of  considerable  business,  oi 
varied  character,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  with  a 
manifestly  Christian  spirit.  Several  subjects  came 
before  the  meeting,  that  at  first  showed  considera- 
ble difference  of  opinion,  but,  by  a  brotherly  inter- 
change of  thought,  we  soon  came  to  a  oneness,  and 
harmony  reigned  throughout.  We  decided  to  hold 
a  love  feast  at  the  place  of  District  Meeting  the  ev- 
ening before,  commencing  Sept.  23,  at  4  P.  M. 
Those  coming  by  rail,  via  Des  Moines,  will  leave 
Des  Moines  at  9  A.  M.,  or  3:  40  P.  M.,  Sept.  23. 
Those  from  the  North  will  leave  Jefferson  at  9:  10 
A.  M.,  or  3:  17  P.  M.,  and  Herndon  about  half  an 
hour  later.  There  will  be  conveyance  from  Panora 
to  place  of  meeting. — ■/.  D.  Haughtelin. 

Rome  Church,  Ohio.— Our  harvest  meeting  was 
appointed  for  Saturday,  Aug.  22.  Early  in  the 
morning  it  began  to  rain  and  continued  till  after 
the  hour  for  preaching  service,  hence  those  who 
expected  to  come  from  a  distance  were  absent. 
Bro.  Deary  delivered  a  short  opening  address. 
Bro.  Loose,  of  the  Green  Spring  church,  followed 
with  an  acceptable  thanksgiving  discourse.  Our 
elder  concluded  with  some  forcible  remarks,  im- 
pressing the  importance  of  practical  thanksgiving. 
Before  closing  he  extended  an  opportunity  to  con- 
tribute to  the  mission  cause,  and  S8.25  was  received. 
Although  the  attendance  was  not  large,  we  had  a 
good  meeting, — a  feast  to  all  who  assembled  in 
"  his  name."  We  continued  our  meetings  over  Sun- 
day.— Maggie  A.  Dickey,  Alvada,  Ohio,  Aug.  jr. 

Panhandle  Church,  Tex.— The  members,  known 
as  the  Panhandle  church,  met  for  services  at  the 
Gagby  schoolhouse,  on  Sunday  at  1 1  A.  M.  There 
was  a  good  congregation.  We  had  an  excellent 
sermon  on  "  Baptism."  After  dinner  a  dear  sister 
was  received  into  fellowship.  She  was  formerly  a 
Methodist.  We  had  services  again  in  the  evening. 
Some  of  our  dear  brethren  and  sisters  were  present 
that  came  125  miles.  We  have  only  one  minister 
in  this  large  territory,  settled  by  an  intelligent  class 
of  people,  that  are  hungering  for  the  true  Bread  of 
Life.  We  need  help  in  this  great  work  of  our 
Blessed  Master.  Who  will  come  and  help  us?  We 
have  about  twenty-seven  members  here,  but  they 
live  somewhat  scattered.  Any  minister,  desiring  to 
change  location,  may  do  well  by  writing  to  us. — 
Geo.  H.  Basehore,  Miami,  Tex.,  Aug.  sq. 

Meyersdale,  Pa. — The  Meyersdale  congregation 
will  hold  two  lovefeasts  this  fall,— one  at  Green- 
ville, Sept.  26,  and  one  at  Meyersdale,  Oct.  24.  It 
is  intended  to  have  a  series  of  meetings  a  week  or 
so  at  each  place,  previous  to  the  feast.  The  inter- 
est in  our  prayer  meeting  is  increasing,  as  also  is 
the  Bible  meeting.  The  sisters  are  much  more  at- 
tentive than  the  brethren.  It  looks  a  little  bad  on 
our  side,  brethren.  Try  the  prayer  meeting  and  see 
if  you  do  not  get  interested!  Up  to  July  I  we  had 
printed  programmes,  or  lists  of  the  subjects  and  the 
leaders.  Now  we  appoint  the  leaders  and  they 
lect  their  own  subjects.  We  name  the  leaders  two 
seks  ahead  and  give  them  one  week  to  select  their 
subject,  and  another  week  to  study  it.  A  sister  al- 
ways selects  a  sister,  and  a  brother  selects  a  broth- 
er to  conduct  the  succeeding  meeting. — /.  C.  John- 
son, Sept.  J. 


Laplace,  111. — Our  quarterly  council  occurred 
Sept.  3.  "Much  business  was  before  the  meeting, 
which  was  disposed  of  in  love.  A  love  feast  was 
appointed  for  Oct.  I,  at  2  P.  M.  Five  delegates 
were  chosen  to  represent  this  church  at  District 
Meeting.  A  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  H.  Miller,  will  begin  in  Hammond  Sept.  10. 
Bro.  Wysong  attended  this  meeting  and  gave  us 
much  good  admonition.  Two  queries  will  be  sent 
from  this  church  to  District  Meeting.— E.  F.  Wolfe, 
Sept.  4. 

Wabash,  Ind. — To  day  we  met  in  quarterly  cour- 
cil  at  1  P.  M.  There  was  a  good  attendance  and  a 
very  good  meeting,  for  which  we  feel  to  say, 
"  Praise  the  Lord,  Oh  my  soul."  Four  letters  of 
recommendation  were  given  to  members  moving 
away.  Two  precious  souls,  that  had  wandered 
away  were  received  again  into  the  fold.  The  meet- 
ing was  closed  by  an  exhortation  from  Eld.  N.  W. 
Crumrine,  of  this  church,  and  an  address  by  Bro.  J. 
Rife,  of  the  Somerset  church.  There  were  also 
some  here  from  the  Ogan's  Creek  church.  The 
Communion  meeting  of  the  Wabash  church  will  be 
on  Saturday,  Oct.  17,  at  4  1'.  M—  Kiltie  Harsh,  Se/'t. 
}■ 

White  Church,  Ind.— To-day  was  our  quarterly 
council.  There  was  not  much  business  to  attend 
to.  Bro.  P.  H.  Beery,  a  minister  in  the  first  degree, 
was,  with  his  wife,  received  by  letter;  also  Ed,  A. 
J.  Bowers,  and  wife,  at  a  former  council.  Our  har- 
vest meeting  was  a  day  well  spent.  At  10:  30  Bro. 
D.  C.  Campbell  gave  us  a  good  missionary  sermon. 
The  collection  for  missionary  work  amounted  to 
sixteen  dollars.  At  two  o'clock  brethren  Bowers 
and  Campbell  conducted  a  children's  meeting.  At 
seven  o'clock  Bro.  Showalter  conducted  the  song 
services,  after  which  Bro.  Guinn  preached  to  the 
young  people.  Bro.  Showalter  conducted  a  three 
weeks'  singing  school,  teaching  day  and  night.  It 
will  be  a  great  help  to  the  church.  Any  church, 
thinking  of  having  a  singing  school,  would  do  well 
to  get  Bro.  Showalter,  of  West  Milton,  Ohio,  as 
their  instructor.— Mary  E.  Harmcson,  Kirkpatriclt, 
Ind.,  Sept.  2. 

Lick  Creek  Church,  Ind.— At  our  regular  meet- 
ing, Aug.  23,  Bio.  D.  D.  Culler,  formerly  of  this 
congregation,  was  present  and  did  the  preaching 
for  us.  The  meetings  were  continued  by  Bro.  Culler, 
who  preached  each  evening  until  the  following 
Thursday  evening,  when,  quite  unexpectedly  to  us, 
Bro.  J.  G.  R.yer,  of  Mt.  Morris,  came  in  just  in  time 
to  do  the  ( reaching.  Bro.  Jesse  Stoner,  of  Craw- 
ford County,  111.,  also  came  the  same  evening.  The 
following  day,  after  the  two  o'clock  meeting,  one 
little  girl,  eleven  years  old,  was  baptized.  The 
Communion  services  of  the  evening  were  well  at- 
tended. The  house  was  not  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate the  audience.  The  order  both  inside  and 
out  of  the  house  was  good.  Bro.  Royer  left  for 
home  Monday.  On  Tuesday  Bro.  Culler  and  wife, 
with  four  new  students  from  this  congregation, 
started  for  Mount  Morris  College,  where  Bro.  Cul- 
ler has  accepted  a  position  for  the  coming  year. — 
B.  F.  Goshorn,  Clay  City,  Ind. 

Avery,  Mo.— Bro.  Israel  Cripe  has  just  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  at  a  point  about  thirty  miles 
southeast  of  this  place,  near  Max  Creek,  Camden 
Co.,  Mo.  The  meetings  were  held  in  a  school- 
house,  beg  nning  Tuesday  Aug.  18,  and  continu- 
ing each  evening,  and  closing  with  a  lovefeast, 
Wednesday,  Aug.  26.  We  had  a  good  attendance 
of  eager  listeners  throughout  the  meeting.  Four 
were  baptized,  making  in  all  nine  members  who  re- 
side in  the  community.  Others,  we  learn,  are  ex- 
pected to  locate  there  soon  and  we  think  the  pros- 
pect favorable  for  a  further  ingathering.  The  meet- 
was  attended  by  members  from  this  place.  In 
all  there  were  nineteen  brethren  and  sisters  present 
at  the  love  feast.  Our  love  feast,  here  in  the  Spring 
Branch  church,  is  to  be  held  Friday,  Oct.  23. 
Brethren  and  sisters,  and  especially  ministers  of 
surrounding  churches,  are  invited  to  be  with  us. 
We  also  expect  a  series  of  meetings  to  begin  Oct. 
24,  to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  G.  VV.  Lentz. — B,  E, 
Breshears,  Aug.  29. 
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Oak  Grove  Church,  Okla.  T.-Ju 

11  was  our  council.     Eld.  A.  W.  Au 
tin  conducted    the   meeting.      Ever 
thing  passed  off  satisfactorily.     It  w; 
decided  to  build  a  churchhouse  in  the 
near  future.     Our  love  feast  was  ap- 
pointed for  Sept.  19  and  20,  at  4  P.  M. 
—Hannah  Rowe,    Davenport,  Okla.   T., 
Aug.  27. 

Des  Moines  Valley  Church,  Iowa  — 
We  are  moving  along  pleasantly. 
The  writer,  as  well  as  several  other 
of  the  members  enjoyed  a  very  pleas- 
ant visit,  a  few  days  ago,  from  Eld. 
Allen  Boyer,  of  Waddam's  Grove,  111. 
He  has,  since  Annual  Meeting,  been 
visiting  friends  and  acquaintances  in 
Kansas  and  is  now  on  his  way  home. 
— Samuel  Bowser,  Ankeny,  Iowa,  Aug. 
26. 

Rock  Run,  Ind.— Our  harvest  meet- 
ing, Aug.  23,  was  a  success.  The 
weather  was  fine.  Bro.  E.  S.  Young, 
of  North  Manchester,  was  with  us. 
He  gave  us  a  harvest  sermon  in 
the  forenoon.  At  12  o'clock  tables 
were  spread  for  all.  At  2  P.  M.  we 
had  a  missionary  sermon  on  "  Christ 
as  a  Missionary,"  with  a  collection  of 
SJS.50  May  the  Lord  bless  the  same. 
—A'.  IK  Davenport,  Goshen,  Ind. 

A  Minister  Wanted.— Immediate 
correspondence  is  solicited  with  any 
one  wishing  to  work  in  the  Lord's 
cause,  in  the  City  of  Dcs  Moines, 
Iowa.  Hro.  Hoff's  health  is  impaired, 
and  he  has  decided  to  change  his  lo- 
cation, which  will  leave  our  city  mis- 
sion without  a  resident  minister.  We, 
who  live  in  the  country  some  fifteen 
miles  away,  feel  that  wc  cannot  give 
it  the  attention  necessary.  We  will 
give  any  information  desired  to  the 
best  of  our  ability. — Samuel  Bowser, 
Ankeny,  Iowa,  Aug.  26. 

New  Lancaster,  Eans. — The  Bread 
of  Eternal  Life  was  broken  to  us  by 
Hro.  C.  C.  Root,  who  came  here  Aug. 
9  and  preached  nine  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. He  preached  five  sermons  in 
the  Bellview  schoolhouse,  near  Louis- 
burg,  Kans.,  and  from  there  went  to 
Jingo,  Kans.,  where  he  preached  six 
sermons,  making,  in  all,  twenty  soul- 
cheering  sermons.  At  two  of  these 
points  the  Brethren's  doctrine  is  en- 
tirely new,  but,  through  our  brother's 
faithful  labor,  the  seed  has  been  sown. 
May  it  take  root  and  grow  to  the 
honor  and  glory  of  God! — Mary  A. 
Giga.x,  Aug.  2$. 

Meriden,  Kans.— A  few  of  God's 
children  are  located  here,  in  the  west 
ern  part  of  the  Ozawkie  church,  with 
a  good  churchhouse,  in  which  are 
held  an  evergreen  Sunday  school 
preaching  each  Sunday  morning  at  II 
o'clock,  song  services  in  the 
ing,  and  prayer  meeting  each  Wednes- 
day night.  Our  little  band  is  undei 
the  care  of  Eld.  J.  A.  Root,  of  Ozawkie 
assisted  by  Eld.  Eli  Renner.  who  re 
sides  in  our  midst.  We  were  made  to 
rejoice  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  10  by 
the  arrival  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  remained  and 
preached  for  us  each  evening  until  the 
night  of  Aug.  19,  when  he  closed  his 
meetings  and  took  his  leave  next  day 
for  Osborne  County,  this  State.     Aug. 

12  one  united  with  the  church  by  bap- 
tism. He  is  young  in  years,  but  seems 
to  realize  his  youthful  mission. — A.J. 
Smith,  Aug.  2j. 


Conestoga,  Pa.— Our  church  met  in 
council  on  Saturday,  Aug.  8.  Among 
the  questions  of  interest  was  the  adop^ 
tion  of  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  management  of  an  Old 
Folks'  Home,  to  be  located  in  L; 
caster  County.  A  harvest  meeting 
was  appointed  for  Aug.  15,  at  th 
Bareville  meetinghouse.  One  appli 
cant  for  baptism  was  received.  Since 
our  council,  two  more  have  come,— 
the  one  a  young  girl,  who  made  hei 
wants  known  in  the  Sunday  school. 
Our  love  feast  was  appointed  for  Oct 
20  and  21. — Lizzie  Myer. 

Antietam  Church,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 
—Nothing  has  been  reported  from  this 
church  for  some  weeks.  Since  last  re 
port  of  accessions  to  the  church 
nine  were  baptized.  The  church  is 
in  a  good  working  condition  and  we 
have  peace.  We  trust  that  by  the 
providence  of  a  kind  Father  in  heaven 
our  vessel  will  sail  more  smoothly. 
Our  harvest  meeting  was  an  excellent 
one.  I  was  not  there  on  account  of 
my  affliction,  and  which  yet  confines 
me  to  my  home,  but  I  thank  God  that 
it  is  as  well  as  it  is  with  me.  Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  at  the  Welty  meet- 
inghouse, Md.,  Oct.  24  and  25,  com- 
mencing at  10  A.  M.  Remember  me 
in  your  prayers!  Rom.  8:  IS.— J.  F. 
Oiler. 
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usiiing    Boiled   Down,"    is    the  title  of 
xcellent    little    vest    pocket    edition    of 
amentary    rules    in    a    very    condensed 
form.     It  is  just  the  thing  for  any  and  every 
who  is  called  upon  to  preside  over  assem- 
s  o(  any  kind.     Were  our  people  to  give 
e  attention   to  parliamentary  rules,  they 
d   aid   in  greatly  expedialing  business  3t 
the  Annual  Meeting,  etc.    Excelsior  Publish- 
iik    House,  26  City  Hall  Place,  N.   Y.,  pub- 
lishers.   Price,  14  cents. 


.JKBRASKA  and  Northern  Kansas,"  is  the 
title  of  a  finely-illustrated  pamphlet,  giving 
much  valuable  information  concerning  tbe 
States  named.  Some  of  the  half-tone  il- 
itions  are  charming.  Copies  may  be  had 
mt  cost.  Address  P.  S.  Eustis,  Gen.  Pass. 
C.  I).  &  Q.  R.  R.,  Chicago,  111. 


The  Holy  Ghost  and  the  Holy  Angels." 
We  have  just  published  a  neatly-printed,  and 
well-bouud  little  volume  on  the  nature,  office 
nd  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  containing  also 
chapter  on  The  Angels,  Who  They  Are, 
tc.,  by  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman.  The  subjects 
re  well  treated,  and  the  work  will  prove  most 
iteresting  and  instructive  reading.  Thou- 
sands will  be  comforted  by  the  chapter  on 
The  Angels,"  their  nature,  work,  etc.,  while 
the  chapter  on  "The  Holy  Ghost"  will  give 
information  that  cannot  help  proving  valua- 
ble to  all  of  our  readers.  This  is  a  little  vol- 
ume that  should  be  read  by  all  of  our  mem- 
bers, and  especially  by  our  preachers,  who 
should  then  recommend  it  to  their  people. 
Price,  25  cents,  or  S2.40  a  dozen.  Address, 
Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 


A  Great  Work.  Revised  and  Enlari 
—The  celebrated  "  Hoyt-Ward  Cyclopedia  of 
Practical  Quotations "  which  obtained  such 
a  deservedly  high  reputation  when  first  pub- 
lished some  years  ago,  has  just  been  thorough- 
ly revised,  greatly  enlarged,  and  entirely  re- 
set, and  will  be  issued  this  fall  by  the  Funk  & 
Wagnalls  Company,  New  York,  London,  and 
Torouto.  It  will  be  practically  a  brand 
work,  with  elegant  cover  design  by  George 
Wharton  Edwards,  and  rubricated  title  page 
There  will  be  nearly  1,200  pages,  containing 
30,000  choice  quotations,  embracing  a  compre- 
hensively broad  field  of  subjects,  with  seventy 
thousand  lines  of  concordance.  Every  quota- 
tion has  been  carefully  selected  with  the  nicest 
discrimination  as  to  its  pertinence  to  tbe  gen 
eral  subject,  the  prominence  of  its  author,  and 
its  probable  degree  of  usefulness.    There  will 


be  an  appendix  containing  proverbs  from  the 
Latin,  French,  German,  and  other  modern 
foreign  languages,  each  one  followed  by  its 
English  translation.  Copious  and  convenient 
indexes  will  lorm  a  valuable  feature  of  the 

work.  ' 

A  Book  at  Reduced  Price— We  have 
on  hand  a  limited  number  of  Bro.  Miller's 
"  Europe  and  Bible  Lands,"  that  we  will  sell 
cheap,  in  order  to  close  out  the  stock.  The 
book  contains  439  neatly-printed  pages,  is 
well  bound  and  finely  illustrated.  Thousands 
upon  thousands  of  this  excellent  book  have 
been  sold,  and  have  given  most  excellent  sat- 
isfaction. But,  111  order  to  close  out  the  lew 
hundred  we  have  on  band,  we  will  mail  copies 
to  any  address  in  the  United  States  or  Cana- 
da at  reduced  prices.  Bound  in  good  leather, 
the  price  has  been  S2.00;  but  we  will  now  send 
a  copy  in  leather  'or  S1.50,  and  the  cloth 
bound,  which  has  been  selling  for  Sr-So,  we 
will  mail  to  any  address  for  $1.25.  Those 
wanting  a  copy  of  the  book  at  the  price  named 
should  order  at  once,  enclosing  the  cash,  as 
the  lot  will  doubtless  soon  be  disposed  of. 
Send  for  agents'  terms.  Address,  Brethren's 
Publishing  Co.,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 


Platform  Pearls.  —  For  Temperance 
Workers  and  other  Reformers.  Compiled  by 
Lilian  M.  Heath.  12  mo,  cloth  256  pp.,  75 
cents.  New  York,  London,  and  Toronto; 
Funk  lV  Wagnalls  Company. 

Here  is  a  collection  of  choice  recitations  in 

prose  and  poetry  that  will  be  welcomed  at 

by  all  who  have  occasion  to  arrange  or 

take  part  in  public  gatherings.    W.  C.  T.  U. 

embers,     and     other     temperance    workers, 

omen  suffrage  advocates,  educational    and 

ligious  societies,  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.    members, 

illege  clubs,  and  medal  contest  organizers, 

ill  be  especially  interested,  because  this  con- 

mient  little  book  supplies  just  the  material 

needed  to  make  their  meetings  attractive  and 


;sful. 


"Ho 


tale 


gtv 


op- 


portunity to  score  a  hit  before  the  most  exact- 
ng  audiences  by  using  the  recitations  in  this 
book  of  "Platform  Pearls."  The  selections 
nade  with  great  care  and  with  a  good 
and  judgment  that  betoken  peculiar 
;s  on   the   part    of   the  compiler  for  such 


.  FALLEN  +  ASLEEP  •  - 


MEASLE.— In  the  Sugar  Ridge  church, 
enry  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  10,  1896,  Bro.  David 
Measle,  aged  72  years,  7  months  and  18  days. 
:rvices  by  Bro.  David  Lytle,  from  1  Pet. 
24.  Anna  Lytle. 

T1NKHAM.— At  his  home   in  Townwood, 

Ohio,   Aug.  17,  1896,    Roy  Tinkham,  aged  20 

>,  7  months  and  1 1  days.     Services  by  Bro. 

David  Lytle,  assisted  by  Rev.  Brenneman  of 

the     Evangelical    church.      Subject,    1    Sara. 

1:  iS.  Anna  Lytle. 

WELLER.  -  In    Denver,    Ohio,    June    19, 

96,  Oliver  C.  Weller,  youngest  son  of  Bro. 

Jacob  and   sister    Weller,  aged  29    years,    5 

months  and  21  days.     Services  by  Bro.  David 

Lytle,  assisted  by  the  pastor  of  the    Baptist 

church.    Text,  2  Cor.  5:  1.        Anna  Lytle. 

KLINE.— In  the  Sugar  Ridge  church,  Wood 
Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  2,    1896,  sister  Ellen    Kline, 
71   years,  5  months  and  26  days.    Ser- 
i  by  Bro.  David  Lytle,  assisted  by   Bro. 
E.  H.  Rosenberger.    Text,  1  Cor.  15:  55,  56.   - 
Anna  Lytle. 
GOUGHENOUR.  —  In     the     Flat     Rock 
church,  Va.,  at  Eld.  B.  W.  Neffs,  sister  Louisa 
Goughenour,  aged  67  years,  3  months  and   1 
day.     Services  by  S.  A.  Shaver  and  the  writer. 
S.  H.  Myers. 
KEIM.  —  In  Aliceville,   Coffey  Co.,  Kans., 
Aug.  13,  1896,  of  abscess  of  the  stomach.  Ida 
Ruth,  daughter  of  Owen  and   Minnie   Keim, 
aged  11   months   and   10  days.     Funeral   ser- 
vices in  the  Methodist  church,  conducted  by 
Mr.  Fillinger  (Baptist).  Sarah  J.  Keim. 

NEATHAWK.— In  the  Oak  Hill  church, 
Franklin  Co.,  Va„  May  26,  1896,  of  consump- 
tion, Fannie  I.  Neathawk,  wife  of  J.  P.  Neath- 
awk,  and  daughter  of  Eld.  Joel  Peters,  de- 
ceased. She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Old  Order  Brethren.  Funeral  by  Eld.  Jacob 
Flora  and  Abram  Kinsey  of  the  Old  Order 
church,  from  1  Cor,  15:  20-23. 

J.  P.  Neathawk. 


StL™"** 


Cong,; 


WICHAEL— In  the  Elk  Run 
tion,  Va„  Aug.  7,  1896,  Preston  Wichai 
21  years,  2  months  and  I  day.  The  ,T 
jec,  of  this  notice  was  killed  by  ,igh  * 
He  leaves  a  widowed  mother,  two  sisters  h 
one  brother.  Interment  at  Emanuel's  chur"  I 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  Jacob  Thomas' 
and  Joseph  Miller,  from  Matt.  24:  44,  t0  a  "J1 
large  and  sympathetic  congregation. 

Mary  c.  Milus, 

BERKEY— In  the  Shade  Creek 
gation,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa„  Aug., 
heart  disease,  sister  Emma  Berkey,  aged  "' 
years,  9  months  and  21  days.  The  decease? 
is  survived  by  her  husband  and  three  ch'l 
dren.  Another  child,  aged  nineteen  months 
died  about  two  years  ago.  She  was  a  faithful 
wife,  a  devoted  mother  and  a  pious  Christian 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Hiram  Mussulman' 
assisted  by  Bro.  Michael  Claar.  Intermenl 
in  the  Berkey  church  graveyard. 

L.  J.  Lehman, 

HERTZLER— In  the  Lower  Cumberland 
church,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  15,  ,805,  „[ 
consumption,  Mary  M.  Hertzler,  aged  j, 
years,  10  months  and  8  days.  She  leaves  a 
husband  and  two  children.  The  occasion  was 
improved  by  Bro.  Henry  Beelman  and  the 
writer  from  Psa.  39:  7.         Levi  S.  Mohleb. 

RIDDLESBARGER.— At  her  home  in 
Franklin  Grove,  111.,  Aug.  16,  1896,  sister  Mary 
A.,  wife  of  Bro.  Samuel  Riddlesbarger,  aged 
72  years,  7  months  and  2  days.  Sister  Riddles, 
barger's  maiden  name  was  Foreman,  and  she 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  14, 
1824.  March  14,  1844,  she  was  married  to  Bro. 
Riddlesbarger  and  the  following  year  they 
moved  to  Illinois,  settling  in  the  vicinity  of 
Franklin  Grove,  where  they  lived  ever  since. 
She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,  seven 
of  whom,  with  her  husband,  survive  her.  She 
has  been  a  consistent  and  worthy  member  of 
the  church  for  nearly  fifty  years.  The  funeral 
discourse  was  preached  by  Bro.  Daniel  Diei« 
dorff.  D.  B.  Senger. 

1,  m, 


EHMAN.— In 
church,  Hamiln 
Leora,  daughte 


-Mai 


18:3. 


the  bounds  of  the 
1  County,  Ind.,  Aug. 

of  friend  Wesley  and  Mi 

year,  2  months  and  s  da 
i   by    Bro.   James    Hill    fr 

Sarah  Graham  Kindsp 


HATCHER— In  the  bounds  of  the  Ne- 
vada church,  Mo.,  of  brain  fever,  William 
H.  Hatcher,  aged  29  years,  9  months  and  IS 
days.  He,  with  his  family,  a  wife  (a  sister), 
and  two  children  moved  here  in  June  last, 
from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Funeral  improved  by 
the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  E.  Leslie  from 
the  words,  "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God."  Amos 
4:  12.  D.  D.  Wine. 

GUSTIN.-Near  Ovid,  Ind.,  in  the  Lower 
Fall  Creek  congregation,  Aug.  24,  1896,  sister 
Amanda  Gustin,  wife  of  Bro.  D.  W.  Gustin,  ■ 
Deceased  was  born  July  3,  1866.  She  was  I 
married  May  16,  1886.  She  leaves  five  small  ■ 
children  and  a  dear  companion.  She  united  I 
with  the  church  while  young  and  lived  up  to  I 
her  profession  until  death.  She  died  sudden-  I 
ly  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Her  re-  ■ 
mains  were  brought  to  the  Upper  Fall  Creek  I 
church.  Bro.  D.  F.  Hoover  preached  her  I 
funeral.     Interment    in    the    Miller  cemetery     | 

near  the  church.        Florida  J.  E.  Greek. 

KINTNER.— In  the  Maumec  church, Ohio, 
July  IS,  1896,  George  Albert  Kintner,  aged! 
years,  7  months  and  25  days.  His  mother  had 
preceded  him  not  quite  a  year  to  the  spint 
world.  Funeral  occasion  improved  by  d* 
writer  with  these  words,  "  Surfer  little  children 
to  come  unto  me."  G.  W.  Sellers. 

STRYCHER.— At  his  home  in  the  R«> 
River  Valley  congregation,  N.  D.,  Aug.  ' 
1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  Jesse,  son  of  Bro.  Hen- 
ry and  sister  Nancy  Strycher,  aged  23  yea". 
6  months  and  5  days.  Services  were  co 
ducted  by  Bro.  A.  B,  Peters. 


MARIA  SWIHARI- 


PAUL— At    Knapp, 


the    Irvin 


Creel 
,,ofc°D' 


church,  Dunn  Co.,  Wis.,  Aug.  4, 
sumption,  lister  Ida  B.  Paul,  daughter  01  ""■ 
Christopher  and  sister  Sarah  Yoder,  >(« 
years  and  7  months.    She  was  a  great  suBe." 
for  a  few  months.    Funeral  services r  Dy 
writer  from  Rev.  14:  13.         Samuel  CR     • 

BONSACK.-At  Maza,  N.  D„  Aug.  &  '^ 
of  brain  fever,  son  of  John  and   "j^S 
sack,  aged  4  years  and  2  mon'hs:bl]nllanth 
by  the    writer.       May  the  Lord  ** 
bless!  j.*-.*> 


September  12, 


1S96. 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSEIJSTG-Eaa. 


■  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


DISTRICT  HEETINQS. 

;hern  District  of  Mlssour 

rii;rt'UJitliiri,    Kockinu'liim 


Wfifisiulil 


bcfo: 


Nnrtli 
Ministerial 
10  A.M. 
A.  M.,  Middle  District  of  Iowa,  in  the 

M    District  of  Nebraska, in  theWeep- 
r  church,  UaBS  County. 
District  of  Northern  lown,  Minnesota, North 

JlOtR         '" 


;.    |,i..Uiri"i  .-...  ■-■>■  •  ■•  •■-■-...  ■-• 

I  .;,!■,  ,(!■    !11H)   SOMl  ll    I'OlfOtil.   Ill ,     .1 

.■  hu  roll,  Fill  rno  1-0  (.■<•..  Mmn.     Mi 

1         ,-riav  following.     Those  c 

' —  springs,  Io\ 

•ch,Miol 
LOVE  FEASTS. 


e  Root  J 

.Islurml  Meet- 


Sept.  12,  at  2  P.  M.,  Sangerville,  Va. 

S^pt  12  and  13,  at  10: 30  A.  M.,  Heneca  congregation, 

Ohio. 
Host    1-  ftI1(1  1S<  ttt  10  A-  M"  Boon  River  church, 


Sopt.  12,  at  10  A.  M.,  Ploi 

Kept.  12.  at   8  P.  M.,  Soncca  chn 

sopt.  12,  at  the  house  of  Isnnc  Pyt 

of  Kort  Collins,  Colo. 
Sept.  12, -South  Loup  church.  Ncbr. 
Sept.  13,  at  2  P.  M.,  Groonmount,  Vi 
Sept.  14,  Fraternity  church,  Forsyl 
Sept.  lc,  Palestine,  St.  Francis  Co., 
Sept.  17,  YVacauua  church,  Ray  Co. 
Bept.  17,  Mt.  Etna  church,  Iowa. 
Si'pt.  17,  at  -1  P.  M.,  Mineral  Creek  e 


Dale,  Adaui! 
hurch,  Pendleton 


'.  M.,  Sui;tn'  t 


[•'nil  Crock  church,  VA 


r  Greek,  Dallas  ( 

bIo  Valley,  Pa. 
Oct.  9,  New  Hope,  Jackson  Co.,  Ind. 

M.,  Macoupin  Creek  church, 111. 

,,  Libortyvlllo  church,  J 


fersonCo.,  Iowa. 


Co.,  Ohio, 
Oct.  24,  Independence  church,  Kans. 
Oct.  24,  at  2  P.  M„  La  Motto  church,  llutsonvUle, 


Co., 


M.,  Walnut  Valley  church, 
oen  spring,  church,  Seneca 
Sugar  Crook  church,  near  Lima, 


Allen  Co.,  Ohio. 
;t.  lO.atlOA.  M.,  1J4  inllos  uorthonat  of  Nevada, 

;t.  10  and  ll.atl  P.  M.,  Rock  Creek  church,  White- 
side Co.,  III. 
;t.  10,  at  2: 30  P.  M„  Alleghany  church,  Grant  Co., 

3t.  10,  at  4  P.  M.,  Kill  i. vi,  k  ,  luircb,  Delaware  Co,. 

Ind. 
;t.  10,  at  I  P.  M.,  Hyndnian,  Pa. 
ot.  10,  Poabouy  church,  Kana. 
ct.  10, at  2:30  1*.  M.,  Grundy  County  church,  Iowa, 


h.  Bond  Co.,  111. 
.  church,  Kans.,  b'A 


I'lenssnit    Vall-'.v,   Klkbiirt   i  o 


'.  M.,  Arnold's  On 


M„ 


i  church,  Ind., 
3rown  Co.,Knn 


ilki  I'lmrcli,  Grant  l'n. 
i  Creek  church,  Wells 
ce  church,  Ind. 


Sept 

8,  at  I  P.  M„  Roclcton,  Pa. 

s,  at  3  P.  M.,  Monroe  church,  Iowa. 

S,  at  10  A.  M.,  Maple  Grove  church,  Johnson 
.  Kans.    Hcru-.uf  im.-ci  iii};s  lupins  the  12th. 

>,  at  10  A.  M.,  Bunker  Hill  church,  Ohio. 

Sept. 

i.  ut  tin'  Iioum'  <>l  Jacob  Anglo,  5  miles  north- 

9,at4P.  M„  Khhh  church,   K»au,  Riverside 

,Cal. 

0,  at  4  P.  M.,  Ships howuna  church,  Ind. 

19   and   20.   at   2   P,   M.,   Wolf   River  church, 

mn  Co.,  Kans. 

9,  at  4  P.  M.,  South  Bond,  Ind. 

.9,  Maple  Grove  church,  Md. 

9,  at  2  P.  M„  Kiusinmn  church,  '•:  mile  south 

d  2  miles  west  of  Cleveland,  Kans, 

g,  at  1:80  P.  M.,  Sam's  Crook  church,  Carroll 

9  and  20,  at  2  P.  M.,  German  Settlement  eon- 

jgatlou,  Bgl0ll,W.  Va. 

8,  at  1P.M.,  East  MePuerson  eliureh,  Kans. 

Nora  Springs,  Iowa. 

19,  at  2  P.  M..  C'.iini)  Creek  church,  7miles 
Uhof  Colcliestor,  111. 

Sept. 

9,  Kaskaskia  church.  111. 

9,  at  4  P.M.,  Tippecanoe  chinch,  Koscioscc 

.'J,  Rough  Run  church,  W.  Va. 

Bopt 

'<>,  hi  J: :!')!'    M.  f.'in'iiitiiKiniiig  eliureh,  near 

Sept. 

JJ,  I'niiiklin  cliurcb,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa, 

KePR 

11  and  2J,  at  'i  P.  M.,  Lost  Creek  coug regal  ion 

Sept. 

Zl  and  24,  at  i  F,  M.,  Wa.hhniC.s  Grove,  III. 

Sept. 

23  and  24,  at  1  P.  M.,  Shannon,  111. 

.£!,  at  10  A.  M„  Portland,  Jay  Co.,  Ind. 

Sept. 

24,  at  4  P.  M.,at  Berkey  meeting  house,  Shade 

Sept. 

25,  at  10  A.  M.,  Nettle  Creek  church,  Hngers- 

Sept. 

23,  at  4  P.  U.,  Salem  church,  Kans. 

25, at  4  P.  M„  Bear  Creek  church,  Palmer,  111 

Sept 

Co.,  Iowa,  at  Bro.  Wni.  Lacell's. 

Sept. 

26anu  37,  North  Fork  church,  Pyrmont,  Car- 

s'!>t.  '-'<;,   K, inline  eluirch,  f>  miles  sou t hens 
;s,-|>t.  .ii.  at  ■_'■  :;o  i'.  m.,  Maple  Glen  church, 


.-  M..  Hoylo  church,  i 


f  Hoyie  P.  o.,  Woods  Co.,  Okla 

1:  30  P.  M.,  Marsh  Creek,  Gettysburg,  Pa 

I,  at  2  P.  M.,  Des  Moines  City  church 


ii  Grant  Co.,  W.  Vo. 


7  P.  M.  by  notifying 
,  Greenland  coi 


K"  A.  M.,  V 
.  M..  Whit 

P.M.,  Arcndla  church,  Hamilton  Co, 

A.  M,  Black  Rr 

'.  M.,  Ryot,  Pa. 


♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦♦• 

Rates  pet  Inch,  each  Insertion. 

Imeormow 5i  so 

nonth  U  limes). I  Jo 

Three  months  (13  times), i  » 

Six  months  (s6  limes) i  oo 

ear  (52  times) 7o 

"No  Cuts  or  othci  eh:.  U.-'.;  in  j-i t<jJ  unless  mounted 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  according  to 
reotions.    It  is  the  champion  of  all  remedlei 


HAKVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Route. 


On  AUgU«t  I,  is,  September  1,  15,-20,  and  Octobor 
,20,  all  C.  B.  A  (.1.  ticket  agents  will  sell  oxcurslon 


pamphlet  (no  charge)  nhout 
:o  P.  H.  Hustis,  Genoral  Pob- 
t  Q.  R.  R.,  Chicago,  III.       SOtlO 


Seed-Time. 


territory  to  sell  Victor  Remedies.    Hend  : 
VICTOR  ItBMEDIEB  CO 

I-  nd.-i  l.k.  Md., 


J.  S.  Flory. 


Jreek  church,  Richland  Co. 

o  ond  one-half  ratlea  south 

.us-svll  Co.,  Kans. 

rkey  Creek  church,  Bon  tor 
t  church,  Lonoke  Co.,  New 


.  M.,  Summit  Mills  congregation.  Pa. 
8,  at  2  P.  M.,  Pleasant  View  church, 
,  Iowa,  G  miles  northeast  of  Tipton. 

.  M.,  Santa  Fo  church,  Miami  Co.,Ind, 

igo  Prairie  church,  Ind. 

,  Etter  house,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. 

,  at  l  P.  M.,  Spring  Grove  house,  Cone- 

icreMiition,  [iimcasier  Co.,  Pa. 

,tlno  church,  Ind. 

A.  M  ,  Woodland  church,  Fulton  Co., 

P.  M.,  Cedar  Creek  church,  Garnett. 

'.  M.,  Lower  Full  Creek,  Ind. 


,  Plei 


L  Co. 


Oct.  23,  at  9  P.  M.,  Howard  church,  Ind. 

Oct.  28,  Spring  Branch  churcb,  Benton  Co.,  Mo. 

Oct  vS,  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  Walnut  Level  church,  Wells 

Co.,  Ind. 
Oet.23.at  10  A.  M.,  Stony  Creek  churcb,  4  1 

eust  of  Nobli.'svill'-,  i  In  mil  ton  Co.,  Ind. 
Oct.  23,  at  Ll  P.  M.,  South  English,  Iowa. 
Oct.  21,  at  4  P.  M.,  Woodbury  church,  Bedfon 


Oct.  24,  Sugar  Ridge, 

Oct.  24,  at  3  P 

Oct.  24,  at  2  P.  M.,  Roann  c 

Oct.  24,  at  10  A.  M-,  Black  Swamp,  Walnut  Grove 

eliureh,  Uhlo. 
Oct.  24,  at  2  P.M.,  Donneli's  Creek  honse,  Ohio. 
Oct.  24,  at  2  P.  M.,  Pine  churcb.  Hampshire  Co.,  W 
Oct.  24,  at  10  A.  M.,  Lick  Creek  church,  Washing- 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


Can  offer  to  pay  thei 
Ve  pay  our  students'  f 
though  situated  600  miles 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  oui 
rates  and  wc  pay  the  rem: 
lars,  address, 

SCHOOL  COMPANY, 

34tf  Fruitdal 


from  St.  Louis, 
ay.  The  Mobile 
udents  half-fare 
er.     For  particu- 


Ala. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  weli-illustra- 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools, 

Per  annum 20  coots 

10  copies,  per  quarter ascents 

10  copies,  per  quarter:. .  . 40  cents 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum *    So 

20  copies  to  one  addrc3s,  3  months 1  7° 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months, a  So 

ao  copies,  to  one  address.  6  months 3  35 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months S  co 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  theii 

Single aubscrtption,  one  year 3S«nti 

8  copiea,  per  quarter <o  centi 

ao  copies  and  over 3H  cents  eact 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

Single  BubBCrlptlon,  per  yeir 10  cenli 

6  copiea.  per  quarter, tSCanti 

10  coploB  and  o«r sK  cents  e«ch 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


valuable  inforinn- 


Agouts  wantiitl. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipning  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S,  Charles  St..  Daltii 


Farm  for  Sale! 


10-Send  for  our  catalogue  of  books, 
Bibles,  etc.    Prices  the  lowest, 


THE   QOSrPlEJIj    -MESSZEJISTGOSIR-. 


September  i2 


riigheit  of  all  in  Leavening  Power. — Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Rcpon 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY    PURE 


ANNOHNI  !EMENTS. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

DISTRICT  MEETINGS. 

ittaorn  IHMrlot  of  Illinois,  In  the  Bin* 
A.  M.,  District  of  Nebraska,  In  I  lie  Weep. 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


,  Edea    Valley  churo 

Somor8etCo.,Pa. 


Who  Should  Go  West. 


»'ti[>iV,  li.iwcvi',  wliu  r 


ON  THE  SOO  LINE!1 

FARMING 

KLands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
ES  -and  on  EASY  TERMS. 

Prfliric  Usnds !  notTm^ 

PL.\N-"OnU'b    S°r    L.'°    "D    *be   CH°P    PA1MEN1 

FREE     HOMESTEADS 

svnrumont  L.unls  in  \V.>lls,  Pierce.  Benson,  McLean 
n"ilu->i.uoli  j1",l.VtLor  l'OUQ,it'fl  ">  North  Dakota. 

LIONITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 

Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $3.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

!         There  are  excellent  opportunities  for 

Colonies  or  Individuals,  —"On  the  Soo 

BRETHREN  are  respectfully  asked 
i-ate  the  chance*  "On  the  '&l  Lrle?"  t>e- 
™j*  deciding   upon   new  homes.    Come 


The  Land   Department  of  thej  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


\.  ThuUBKTHKEN  have 
ut  OarrlngtOD,  Foster  Com 
well-equipped  meetingho 

advantages  possessed  by  Hi 

PETITION,   with   compet; 
platforms  for   load; 
shipper. 


HtMdll,  admirably   adapted   lur   raising  wheal, 

1  suiuii  grains,  flax  and  vegetables. 

There  are  llfty  public  schools  in  Foster  and  V 

ufrv  abounds  In  SMALL  STREAMS 

Ni.j  WATKK.  r.-i-  1 


.    HKM  l-.K    I'llICK  paid   ( 
HOMESTEAD    lands    1 


IIX    PERCENT.    "  e"  S' 

Maps  and  j»u  I >l li.-ti I  Ions  describing  t 

11  I  his  colony,  will  be  furnished  free 

O.  W.  MOT' 

General  Emigration  Agent, 

V'M.  H.  PHIPPs,  bi 


Brethren's 

r  Plain  Clothing] 

[       There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member    .  I 
f    the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  w«,  , 


^  Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

I  Samples  of  cloth  from  which  w. 

|>  our    clothing,    measuring    blank 

k  measure  and  rules  for  orderii 


make  i 

tape  j 

"S  will  bt 

I*  rules  for  self.  ' 

pie  any  one  c„  I 

►  We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  I 

►  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  ,„  p„rchas 

k    er  or  goods  can  be  returned.    Ou,  prices  ] 

>are  reasonable.    Address  n 


appli< 

„„.ement  a 
r    understand  the: 


r 


Phillipson  Clothing  0Oll       j 

WARSAW,  IND.  I| 

A 


OXLY  JO  CENTS  '£,'£ 

(,|,.M|.:K','1\i'|U'\l',',r,ils"||t|lf''e  stfllllpM' 


£S^We  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
passed facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices, 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
author  and  publisher. 


RATES 

Line." 


d    Fan 
Address,  T.  I.  HDRD.  Loud 


boo"  Railway;  Ml'xXEArOUS.fenesota. 
Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  Immigration  Agent 

DETROIT,  Michigan 
Or,  FBANK  SWIOKARD,  Tray.  Immigration  Aram 
NORTH  MANrHESTEB  fiL 


Only  the  Best... 


render  all  needed  assistance  In  choke  o(  loca- 

Kound-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Pare 


P.  8.  EUSTIS, 
Gen.  Pass.  Ag't  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y, 

CHICAGO. 


-A- bout   this   Time 

(  First  Week  In  September) 

Your  Fourth  Crop 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


rui  on  the  Dospalos  Colony  In  California. 
:iur  orops  would  weigh  []'.\  tons  good  and 
It  would  be  far  better  than  timothy  And 
ind   there    would   bo  110  dust  In  It.      You 

k  would  have  clover  a  foot  high  and  lit  to 
a  iiftli  crop  about  Oct.  is.  But  as  early 
'<■  expected  this  year  in  the  San  Jonijuin 
you  might  be  bothered  by  rain  in  maklnj. 
3  crop,  as  you  always  are  In  the  East  an< 
tli  your  lonely  one  crop,  and  you  mlgh 
the  nl  In  I  fa  held  till  next  January  and  havi 
IsNid  wltlmnly  f.mr  1%  crops  of  spleudu 

1   be  wondering    whether  you   had   better 

another  crop  of  hay  about  the  middle 

And  your  level-headed  wife  would  telLyi 

esting  your  raisin  crop  with  the  help 


r  than  to  shuck  corn  In  Eastern  freezing 
And  while  the  girls  are  eating  raisins 
be  saving  their  chewing-gum  money, 
would  bo  feeling  rich  over  the  high  price 
J  chickens,  and  would  have  considerable 
cooking  while  the  family  Is  ailing  up 
dug  till  night  In  the  one-acre  orchard 


:  sell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  u9  , 
Address:  GBN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


B.  MARKS, 

Chicago,  111. 


WANTED! 


1  methods  of  fanning  in  Noriit,.,,, 
.'s  north  of  ChlcaKo.     House  ready 


ice  for  an  ambitious  youi 
ds  buying  live  stock  as  II 
1  the  place  Into  a  dulry  1 


These  lands  are  all  in  a  hardwood  timber  1 
overed  with  a  splendid  growth  of  white  and 
ak  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  Interspersed  v 
arge  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mo 

These  lands  I  offer  at  prices  from  $4.00  to  $8.00 
acre  on  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of  the  | 
chase  price  drawing  interest  at  7  per  cent  per 
num  only.  The  lands  are  especially  adapted 
cattle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  large  ei 
of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  all  kinds  of  grain,  u< 
vegetables  and  potatoes  in  great  abundance  am 
best  quality.  The  markets,  ou  account  of  the  0) 
proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth  i 
West  Superior,  are  the  very  best,  the  rate  for  wl 
ping  of  grain  being  only  7|;  to  U  cents  per  hundi 
:1th  creeks  1 
being  pure  and  no  trace  of 


The    lands 


kali  is  found  either  In  tli 
timber  for  building  purposes,  fences  and  fuel. 
Splendid  climate.  No  prairie  winds  or  blizzard!. 
It  is  an  Idea]  place  for  a  home.  A  large  tract  of 
these  lauds  are  set  aside  exclusively  for  the  Bretli- 

A  number  of  Brethren  have  already  located  on 
these  lands.  They  have  a  Sunday  school  organ- 
ized with  an  attendance  of  44,  and  a  church  will  ba 
organized  In  the  near  future. 

On  Sept.  15  and  29,  Oct.  6  and  20,  there  will  be  ei- 

Milaca,  Minn.,  ni  one  fare  fur  the  round  trip,  P'0" 


Maud  btiyei 


BEE 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

y  reader  of  the  Messenger  no* 
dged  to  bo  the  greatest  and I  M» 
for  Chronic  Catarrh,  """'"; 
I  Stomach  Trouble  and  Bheu.W 
The"  aa0n3?ir"eatmeTeeo°St«a°no0thin6 r«J 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  »■»»»» 
afflicted  people.  It  will  be  sold  to™" 
agents.  Special  terms  to  readers  of  •» 
Messenger  on  application.    Addrsss 

DR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  unio, 

Sole  Agent  far  the  United  St»t«i- 


The  Gospel 


Vol.  34. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

PnluMea  Weekly,  at  J1.50  per  AMnm,  ty 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co. 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


i:t  to  l„-  Good.  Byjames  Whitcomb 
he  Child  at  the  Door.  By  Mary  A.  La 
asy  Enough  to  be  Pleasant.  By  Ella 
1Y  DEPARTMENT,— 

rayer.     By  Noah  Longaoecker 

ByJ.G.  Royer.    No 


i.  Com 


-Isa. . 


t  Language  did  Jesus  ! 
us  this  Day  our  Daily  Biead.  By  Jennie 
oachlng  One  Faith.  By  John  E.  Mohler, 
:  Communion,     liy  P.  J.  Blough 


By  C.  H.  Balsbaugh, 


Calhoun  Baiter, 


An  astonishing  report  is  given  by  the  Maine  Bi- 
ble Society.     It  shows  that  95  towns  in  the  State 
have  no  place  of  worship,  that  of  20,000  families 
visited    last  year,    10,000   are  outside  of   Christi; 
influence.     This  would  seem  to  indicate,  that,  aft 
all,  there  is  considerable  need  of  miss, 
at    home.     Fields    white   for    th 
doors,  and  yet  we  stand  idle? 


Con- 


sion  work  right 


Israel.    By  Albeit  Sharj 
THE  YOUNG  PEOPLB,- 


OENEEAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,- 

City  Work  by  the  Brethren.    By  S,  N,  McCann 

the  Harvest.    By  Levi  Trestle,   . 


L  i  MISCELLAN* 


In  these  days  of  agitation  about  reform  in  various 
matters,  it  would  be  well  for  our  law-makers  to 
learn  a  lesson  from  the  Japanese,  in  at  least  one 
point,— the  excluding  of  gamblers  from  participat- 
"--  public  service.  They  deem  that  a  public 
public  trust  and  as  such  should  be  filled 
of  clean,  moral  habits.  Many  coun- 
tries, who  pride  themselves  on  their  advanced 
Christian  civilization,  could  profitably  improve  the 
haracter  of  their  public  service  by  working  a  re- 
the  Japanese  pattern. 


office  i 


form  afte 


No  man  who  has  never  been  sick  can  sympathize 

'fully  with  the  ailing,  and  just  so  no  man  can  find 

the  perfect  life  without  the  falls  and  hurts  that  are 

ind  on  the  way  to  it.     If  after  .all  of  his  failures 

■■  great  thing  in  Christian 


-sympathy  for  those 
for  the  failure  that  Chris 
he  perfect  man. 

Dr. 


vho  try 
lived 


td  d 


fail.     It  was 
not  for 


Max  Blanckenhorn,  of  the  University  of  Er- 
,  who,  a  year  or  more  ago,  was  sent  to 
lalestme  at  the  expense  of  the  society  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  the  neighborhood  of  the  Dead 
aea,  reports  the  result  for  the  benefit  of  science. 
He  has  written  an  article,  which  is  virtually  a  re- 
Port  on  the  subject,  and  contains  many  striking 
confirmations  of  the  story  told  in  Genesis.  The 
greater  the  amount  of  study  and  research  bestowed 
n  the  land  of  the  Bible  the  surer  the  evidences 
truth  appear.  That  these  evidences  of  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Bible  narrative  are  becoming 
"ore  frequent  in  these  latter  days  of  unbelief  and  ' 


We  notice,  of  late,  a  commendable  interest  mani- 
fested by  several  of  our  exchanges,  in  the  sup- 
pression of  church  entertainments  of  a  questionable 
nature.  When  Paul  wrote,  "  All  things  are  lawful 
unto  me,"  he  did  not  mean  to  sanction  church  lot- 
teries, which  ought  to  be  suppressed  by  the  chief 
of  police.  The  Louisiana  Lottery,— that  gigantic 
robbery,— was  banished  in  vain,  if  it  is  to  be  perpet- 
uated by  other  schemes,  whose  sinfulness  is  but 
scantily  covered  by  the  cloak  of  religion.  No  true 
vital  piety  can  exist  in  any  church  that  will  stoop 
to  u.ita.V  means  to  increase  its  revenues.  Only  the 
Gospel  plan,— "laying  by,"  for  the  Lord,  of  the 
means  wherewith  he  has  blessed  us,— will  meet  with 
his  approval. 

Sometimes  the  Brethren  are  accused  of  being 
narrow  in  their  views  regarding  non-conformity  to 
the  world,  but  as  we  read  the  following  earnest 
words  by  Chas,  G.  Finney,  we  are  made  to  realize 
that,  after  all,  we  are  not  the  only  ones  who  look 
at  the  matter  from  that  standpoint:  "The 
you  bring  the  church  to  the  world,  the  m< 
annihilate  the  reasons  that  ought  to  stand  „„, 
view  of  the  world,  for  their  changing  sides  and 
coming  over  to  the  church.  Unless  you  go  right 
out  from  them,  and  show  that  you  are  not  of  them  in 
any  respect,  and  carry  the  church  so  far  as  to  have 
a  broad  interval  between  saints 
can   you   make 


The  increase  of  divorces  in  the  United  States  is 
familiar  cause  for  regret  and  appreh 
sidering  the  general  laxity  everywhe 
assuring  circumstance  that  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  South  Carolina,  which  lately  finished  its 
work,  left  the  divorce  law  of  that  State  as  it  found 
it.  The  law  is  as  follows:  "  No  divorces  from  the 
bonds  of  matrimony  shall  be  granted  in  this  State 
for  any  cause."  Propositions  to  allow  divorces  and 
to  recognize  divorces  granted  in  other  States  were 
rejected  by  emphatic  majorities.  The  prohibitory 
divorce  law  of  South  Carolina  is  one  barrier 
a  social  tidal  wave. 


One  of  the  bit 


against 


g  ocean  steamers— the  greyhound; 
of  the  sea,  as  they  are  called,— was  lately  fifty  hours 
behind  the  usual  time  of  its  trip  across  the  ocean 
and  the  delay  caused  intense  anxiety.  On  its  arriv- 
al it  was  found  that  the  cause  of  the  delay  was 
not  the  break-down  of  any  part  of  its  massive  ma- 
chinery, but  simply  that  the  water  in  the  boilers 
from  some  impurity  would  not  maki 
So  in  the  Christian  life  the  d, 
attack  of 


dry  steam 
not  from  the 
great  sin,  but  rather  from  the 
indulgences    that   sap   the   spiritual   strength 
thus  prepare  the  way  for  the  great  failure.     It 
"little  foxes  that  spoil  the  vine." 


all 


The  * 


it  of  1 


nearer 
re  you 


would-be  criticism,  is  significant  and  providential, 
ttod  s  Word  must  and     " 


ill  be  vindicated. 


°seph   Cook 


narizes  the  advantage   of  li- 

that'T  thC  HqU°r  traffic  thuS:  "  l4  has  been  Proven 

"though  we  receive  Sioo.ooo.ooo  a  year  from 

traffic,  nevertheless  S15  a  head  is  added 

rdens  and  only  Si. 60  received,  so  that  the 

com        a    nat'°n  'S  fi£teen  t0  twenty  times  the  in- 
e-    And   yet   there   are   good-meaning   people 

ns°°"t„end  tha'  the  commun'ty  which  imposes  a 
""  its  saloonkeepers  is  benefited  to  the  ex- 
pense fees  thus  paid.     It  is  a  wrong 
.,  s      n  the  c°ntrary,  it  has  been  admitted  by  our 
ocial  economists  that  a  community  could  bet- 
ar"°unt    f  1°  ^  a"  additional  ta*.  equal  to  the 
rather  th      .  fees'  and  k"P  "'"  ""  saloons, 

""ultiniTin  °  the  Sa'00n  with  its  trlin  of  evils> 

"•"•I,— temporal  and  spiritual.  I 


cense  t 
|te»t  of  the'lh 


nners, 
godly  feel  that  so  great  a 
change  is  necessary?  Oh,  if  I  had  strength  of  body 
to  go  through  the  churches  again,  instead  of  preach- 
ing to  convert  sinners,  I  would  preach  to  bring  up 
the  churches  to  the  Gospel  standard  of  holy  living." 

I  The  Old  World  is  getting  considerably  stirred 
up,  of  late,  Scarcely  had  the  report  of  an  earth- 
quake at  Rome  reached  us,  when  the  wires  flash  the 
news  that  the  City  of  Paris  was  visited  by  a  de- 
structive tornado  Sept.  10,  at  2:  30  in  the  afternoon. 
The  number  of  minor  casualities  and  injuries  to 
persons  is  large.  Over  fifty  injured  have  thus  far 
been  reported.  Several  men  and  women  had  their 
skulls  fractured  by  the  falling  of  some  gates  be- 
hind which  they  had  sought  shelter  from  the  storm. 
At  least  a  dozen  persons  were  carried  bodily  into  the 
Seine  from  bridges  and  from  the  quays,  and  were 
rescued  with  great  difficulty,  several  being  injured 
and  left  in  a  critical  condition,  so  that  they  had  to 
be  taken  to  the  hospitals.  The  damage  to  property 
was  widespread  and  serious.  The  first  tempest  of 
wind,  which  did  most  of  the  damage,  was  immedi- 
ately succeeded  by  torrents  of  rain,  and  cellars  all 
over  Paris  are  flooded. 


rest,  so  general  among  many  re- 
ligious denominations  of  the  day,  has  also  struck 
the  staid  old  Quakers.  Recently  the  "  Hicksite 
Friends"  held  a  convention  at  Swarth.mt.iL-,  l'a. 
Many  subjects  were  discussed,  among  them  the 
question,  "  How  to  Prevent  Friends'  First  Day 
Meetings  from  Dying  out."  The  juvenile  Quakers 
are  unwilling  to  attend  these  silent  sittings  "and  to 
wait  for  the  admonitions  of  the  Spirit.  It  was  sug- 
gested that  for  their  sake,  and  also  "  to  reach  the 
masses,"  instrumental  music  and  other  similar 
things  be  added  to  the  worship.  The  suggestion 
met  with  little  favor,  however,  and,  in  view  of  the 
past,  it  was  certainly  very  much  out  of  place.  The 
non-conformity  principle  among  the  Quakers  has 
heretofore  been  well-defined  and  sustained,  but 
future  generations  will  uphold 
f  warning  in  all  this,  for  the 
to  uphold  the 
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"  Man's   inhumanity    to     man     makes    countless 
thousands  mourn,"  is    once    more    verified    in    the 
cause  of  the  Moscow  disaster.     It  is  now  reported 
by  the  most  reliable  foreign  papers  that  the  disas- 
ter during  the   coronation   of  the  Czar,   in  which 
3,600  lost  their  lives,  was  premeditated  by  the  cor- 
rupt Russian  officials.     According  to  this  statement 
the  distribution  was   purposely  begun  prematurely, 
before  the  police  were  on  the  spot,  by  those  who 
were  anxious  to  conceal  the  fact  that  in  the  supply- 
ing of  provisions  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  the 
customary  Russian  fraud  and  cheating.     Had  every- 
thing gone  off  properly  it  would    have    been    dis- 
covered that  large  supplies,  which  the  government 
had  paid  for,  were  lacking,  and  the  rough  instinct  of 
the  masses  had  been  craftily  speculated  upon  when 
the  throwing  of  parcels,  apparently  in  fun,  was  be- 
gun.    In  order  to  conceal  the  fraud,  the  lives  of 
thousands   were   ruthlessly    sacrificed.     While    the 
deception  was  hid  from  the  sight  of  man,  the  All- 
seeing   Eye,  that  never  sleeps,  saw  all  that  hap- 
pened, and  will  render  a  just  verdict  on  the  "  day  of 
reckoning,"  when  no  "  covering  up  "  will  avail. 
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JUST  TO  BE  O.OOD. 

BY  JAMES  WHITCOMB  R1LEV. 

Just  to  be  good 

This  is  enough— enough! 
Oh,  we  who  find  sin's  billows  wild  and  rough, 
Do  we  not  feel  how  more  than  any  gold 
Would  be  the  blameless  life  we  led  of  old 
While  yet  our  lips  knew  but  a  mother's  kiss? 
Ah!  though  we  miss 
All  else  but  this, 
To  be  good  is  enough. 
It  is  enough- 
Enough— just  to  be  good! 
To  lift  our  hearts  where  they  arc  understood; 
To  let  the  thirst  for  worldly  power  and  place 
Go  unappeased;  to  smile  back  in  God's  face 
With  the  glad  lips  our  mother  used  to  kiss. 
Ah!  though  we  miss 
All  else  but  this 
To  be  good  is  enough! 

PRAYER. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

Prayer  is  the  corner-stone  of  religion,  and  the 
pillar  of  faith.  Montgomery,  the  poet,  declares  it 
to  be  "  the  contrite  sinner's  voice,"  and  "  the  Chris- 
tian's vital  breath  and  native  air."  Every  public 
teacher  among  the  Jews  gave  a  form  of  prayer  to 
those  who  accepted  his  teaching.  John  the  Baptist 
gave  a  form  to  his  disciples.  In  unison  with  this 
custom  the  disciples  of  Christ  demanded  a  form  of 
prayer  from  their  teacher.  Luke  11:  1-4  and  Matt. 
6:9-13. 

The  Lord's  Prayer  is  introduced  by  the  term 
"  Father,"  which  implies  originator,  authorship, 
and  fountain  of  all  good.  To  him  we  must  come 
for  help,  for  from  him  all  our  help  does  come. 
Hence  the  absolute  necessity  of  praying  to  God  for 
all  good.  The  term  "Father"  also  implies  the 
strong  confidence  and  affectionate  love  that  we 
should  have  in  him.  At  best  we  are  needy  and  de- 
pendent creatures.  "  We  have  not,  because  we  ask 
not."  We  ask  not,  because  we  so  seldom  feel  our 
need  of  him.  The  Lord  has  all  power  in  heaven 
and  in  earth.  He  says,  "  Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given 
you."  Mark  7:  7.  "  What  things  soever  ye  desire, 
when  ye  pray,  believe  that  ye  receive  them,  and  ye 
shall  have  them."  Mark  11:  24.  "Is  any  thing 
too  hard  for  the  Lord? "  Gen.  18:  14.  Christ 
says,  No.  "With  God  all  things  are  possible." 
Matt.  19:  26. 

How  great  the  encouragement  to  pray  to  God! 
Such  great  and  glorious  promises  being  connected 
with  humble  and  faithful  prayer  to  God,  how  im- 
portant, then,  that  all  men  pray  everywhere,  with 
all  prayer,  and  without  ceasing!  What  has  prayer 
not  accomplished  for  God's  people?  It  obtained 
victory  over  fire  and  water;  kings  and  armies  of 
men;  sin  and  Satan;  height  and  depth;  disease  and 
death;  self  and  ignorance;  yea,  all  weakness,  power 
and  might.  That  it  lias  accomplished,  and  can  yet 
accomplish,  all  this,  is  plainly  revealed  in  th 


confessed 


.  sins,  and  plead  for  mercy 
Psalm  51  "The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken 
spirit:  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou 
wilt  not  despise."  "  For  I  acknowledge  my  trans- 
gressions." (0  Our  dependence  upon  God  for  all 
help  and  mercy.  "  That  at  the  name  of  Jesus  ev 
ery  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and 
things  in  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  and 
that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Ph.lpp.  2: 
10  11  Well  may  the  Psalmist  say,  "  O  come,  let 
us'worship  and  bow  down:  let  us  kneel  before  the 
Lord  our  Maker."  Ps.  95:  6. 
2.  Stretching  forth  hands 
supplication  for  mercy.  A  1 
will  eagerly  stretch  forth  his 
will  all  penitent  souls.  (/>)  - 
what  we  need.  Even  a  little  child  will  reach  forth 
its  hands  to  its  mother  for  good.  With  such  con- 
fidence the  true  penitent,  and  child  of  God,  will 
stretch  forth  his  hands  in  prayer  to  God,  waiting 
patiently,  but  anxiously,  to  receive  what  God  has 
promised  in  answer  to  prayer.  How  important 
'  lift   up  holy  hands  without  wrath  and 


signifies:  (a)    Strong 

nan  doomed  to  death 

hands  for  mercy,  so 

Strong  pleading  for 


doubting!  "     I  Til 


.  2:  8. 


"  Father,  I  stretch  my  hands 

No  other  help  I  know, 

If  thou  withdraw  thyself  fro 

Ah!  whither  shall  I  go?  " 


■some  one  who  will  offer  our  sacrifices,  prayers 
and  thanksgivings  to  God.  Such  an  one  is  Christ! 
Christ  is  our  High  Priest,  Mediator,  and  Advocate 
n  things  pertaining  to  God.  "  Of  him  it  is  wit- 
lessed  that  he  liveth,  and  abideth  a  priest  con- 
tinually." God  will  accept  no  sacrifice  unless  it  is 
associated  with  a  sin  offering.     Cain  tried  it; 


vhat  a  failu 


ade!     Dathan,   Korah,   Abiram 


ble.  Whether  the  humble  penitent,  or  the  devout 
saint,  if  it  can  truly  be  said  of  him,  "  Behold,  he 
prayeth,"  then  help  and  victory  is  nigh  at  hand. 

FORMS  IN  PRAYER. 

All  forms  in  the  Christian  religion  are  signifi- 
cant, and  especially  so  in  prayer. 

1.  The  kneeling  posture  signifies:  (a)  Penitence 
and  confession  of  sin.  There  is  no  remission  of 
sins  without  confession.  Christ  beautifully  illus- 
trates this  fact  by  the  parable  of  the  Pharisee  and 
the  publican.  Luke  18:  9-14.  What  can  be  plain- 
er than  the  following?  "  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he 
is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to 
cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness."  I  John  I:  9. 
O)  A  humbling  of  the  heart.  "  He  that  humbleth 
himself  shall  be  exalted."  Luke  18:  14.  David 
committed  the  most  heinous  crimes.  But  no  sooner 
was  he  convicted  of  them,  than  he  humbled  him- 


3.  Standing  in  prayer  signifies  a  readiness  to  go 
forth  to  meet  the  Lord.  Christ  said  to  the  Jews, 
with  refrrence  to  their  redemption  from  a  literal 
destruction  at  Jerusalem,  "When  these  things  begin 
to  come  to  pass,  then  look  up,  and  lift  up  your 
heads;  for  your  redemption  draweth  nigh."  Luke 
21:  28. 

With  the  assurance  of  our  redemption  from  sin, 
the  Brotherhood  occupies  the  standing  posture  in 
prayer  during  Communion  services. 

4.  We  should  pray  everywhere,  and  continually. 
"  I  will  therefore,  that  men  pray  everywhere."  1 
Tim.  2:  8.  "  Men  ought  always  to  pray,  and  not  to 
faint."  Luke  18:  1.  "  Lest  by  her  continual  com- 
ing she  weary  me."  Luke  iS:  5.  "  Pray  without 
teasing."     2  Thess.  5:  17. 

5.  Prayer  must  be  offered  in  faith.  While  prayer 
may  be  considered  the  pillar  of  faith,  yet,  if  we 
cease  to  exercise  our  faith,  we  will  not  only  cease 
to  add  to  the  pillar,  but  that  which  we  already  have 
will  crumble  down  and  be  lost.  It  is  thus  with  all 
gifts.  Improve,  or  I  will  remove,  is  the  natural, 
as  well  as  the  spiritual  law.  "  All  things,  whatso- 
ever ye  shall  ask  in  prayer,  believing,  ye  shall  re- 
ceive." Matt.  21:22.  Read  also  8:  5-13,  and  15: 
21-28.  "  And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save  the  sick, 
and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him  up:  and  if  he  have 
committed  sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him." 
James  5:  15.  An  active  faith  is  a  living  faith. 
When  Peter  began  to  doubt,  he  began  to  sink.  "  O 
thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didst  thou  doubt?  " 
Matt.  14:  30,  31. 

6.  To  be  effectual,  it  must  be  importunate  and 
fervent.  "The  effectual,  fervent  prayer  of  a  right- 
eous man  availeth  much."  Jas.  5:  16-18;  Luke  18: 
1-8;  Matt.  11:  12,  is  especially  true  in  prayer. 
"The  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth  violence,  and 
the  violent  take  it  by  force." 

7.  It  must  be  sincere.  It  must  be  from  the 
heart.  May  it  not  be  said  of  us,  "This  people 
draweth  nigh  unto  me  with  their  lips;  but  their 
heart  is  far  from  me."  Matt.  15:  7,  8.  In  all  our 
private  and  public  prayers  we  should  ever  com- 
mune with  our  own  hearts  and  God.  We  should 
ever  gather  in  our  wandering  thoughts  and  close 
the  door  of  our  hearts  to  all  evil,  when  we  pray. 
Paul  calls  our  bodies  the  temple  of  God,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  1  Cor.  3:  16  and  6:  19.  The  heart  is 
the  most  secret  place  of  this  temple.  "The  Lord 
looketh  on  the  heart." 

8.  Prayer  must  be  offered  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
We  all  have  sinned.  We  are  unholy.  God  is  holy 
and  we  cannot  approach  him.  We  must  h; 
one  who  is  holy  to  draw  near  to  God  for  us, — some 
one  who  will  present  our  wants  and  wishes  to  God, 
and  his  will  and  good  to  us, — some  one  who  will  be 


and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  that  bare  ._. 
imagined  that  they  were  holy,  and  could  offer  their 
own  sacrifices.  They  were  all  destroyed  in  the  pit 
and  fire.  What  a  horrible  failure  they  made!  The 
Father  will  only  accept  our  sacrifices  through 
Christ,  who  is  the  sin-offering  for  the  whole  world, 
and  who  ever  draws  near  to  God  for  us,  and  pleads 
the  merits  of  his  atoning  blood. 

"  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  High  Priest, 
that  is  passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of 
God,  let  us  hold  fast  our  profession.  For  we  have 
not  an  high  priest  which  can  not  be  touched  with 
the  feeling  of  our  infirmities:  but  was  in  all  points 
tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin.  Let  us 
therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace, 
that  we  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in 
time  of  need."     Heb.  4:  14-16. 

No  man  cometh  to  the  Father  but  by  the  Son;  so 
no  good  comes  from  the  Father  but  by  the  Son. 

9.  We  next  notice  the  need  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
prayer.     God  knows  our  ignorance,  weakness,  and 
infirmity,  therefore  he  sent  down  the  Holy  Spirit, 
the    Divine   Comforter,   to   assist,    enlighten,   and 
guide  us.     "  Likewise  the  Spirit  also  helpeth  our  in- 
firmities: for  we  know  not  what  we  should  pray  for 
as  we  ought:  but  the  Spirit  itself  maketh  interces- 
sion for  us  with  groanings  which  can  not  be  ut- 
tered."   Rom.   8:   26.     "  Praying   always   with  all 
prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Spirit."     Eph.  6:  18. 
The  hour  cometh,  and  now  is,  when  the  true  wor- 
shipers shall  worship  the   Father  in  spirit  and  in 
truth:  for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  him." 
John  4:  23. 


"  Pray'r  makes  the  darken'd  clouds 
Pray'r  climbs  the  ladder  Jacob  saw 
Givos  exercise  to  faith  and  love — 
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WYANDOTTE  CAVE. 

BY   J.   G.    R0YER. 


From  1871  to  18 
During  I 


our  representative  in  "  things  pertaining  to  God,' 


Number  One. 

84  inclusive  I  lived  in  Indiana. 
:,  as  also  since  1884,  1  traveled  in 
different  parts  of  the  State;  but  never  before  this 
summer  had  I  been  within  the  borders  of  Crawford 
County. 

I  feel  safe  in  saying  that  in  one  thing  at  least,— 
the  number,  size  and  beauty  of  underground  cav- 
erns,—Crawford  County  excels  all  other  Counties 
in  the  State.  Rough  and  jagged  in  surface,  nature 
has  more  than  made  up  the  loss  in  the  extent  and 
grandeur  of  its  underground  chambers.  Under  al- 
most every  part  of  the  County  are  found  caverns, 
many  of  which  are  unrivaled  both  in  extent  and 
beauty.  Among  the  more  noted  ones  are  Marengo, 
or  Indian  Cave,  Miller's  Cave,  and  Saltpeter  Cave. 
But  the  most  noted  and  wonderful  one  is  Wyan- 
dotte. 

It  is  admitted  by  all  who  have  visited  both,  that 
in  beauty  of  scenery  and  extent  of  its  rooms  Wyan- 
dotte rivals  the  noted  Mammoth  Cave  of  Kentucky. 
It  unquestionably  is  entitled  to  a  place  among  t  ' 
celebrated  caverns  of  the  world. 

No  written  description  can  convey  an  adequa 
idea  of  the  beauty,  grandeur  and  gloom  of  this  un- 
derground wonder.    The  visitor  wanders  on  and  c^. 
mile  after  mile,  now  through  narrow  passages  qua 
ried  out  of  solid  rock  by  the  mighty  forces  o 
ture,  then  into  magnificent  chambers  whose 
ceilings  are  veiled  in  perpetual  gloom;  now ■  wa    ^ 
erect  along  the  rocky  walls  whose  rugged  tacforma. 
decorated  with  snowy  gypsum  and  hair-like        ^e 
tions   of  epsom  salts,   then  stooping  benea 
ceiling  of  solid  rock  so  low  as  to  compel      ^ 
creep  hundreds  of  paces  on  hands  and  knee^  , 
now  climbing  a  mountain  of  loose  rock  tor 
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the  ceiling  overhead,  and  lightly  tossed  into  fantas- 
tic heaps;  then  lying  down  to  twist  himself  through 
an  "Augur  Hole"  six  feet  or  more  in  length,  the 
dimensions  of  which  are  barely  sufficient  to  allow  a 
man  of  ordinary  avoirdupois  to  pass. 

One  is  at  a  loss  to  know  which  to  admire  more, 
the  glories  and  wonders  manifest  on  every  hand,  or 
the  Mighly  Power  which  has  wrought  them.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  he  who  enters  should  do  so  reverent- 
ly, for  the  Great  Master  has  been  at  work  here. 

Wyandotte  is  located  on  Big  Blue  River,  five 
miles  from  the  Ohio,  and  about  sixty  miles  below 
New  Albany.  The  entrance  is  several  hundred 
feet  above  the  bed  of  Big  Blue  River.  The  length 
of  the  cave,  including  all  of  its  avenues,  is  said  to 
be  twenty-three  miles.  It  is  divided  into  Old  and 
New  Caves. 

Among  the  earlier  settlers  it  was  known  as  Salt- 
peter Cave.  During  the  war  of  1812  a  Dr.  Adams 
pre-empted  the  land  and  manufactured  saltpeter 
here.  In  1843  the  legislature  passed  a  law,  com- 
pelling the  owner  to  fence  up  the  entrance  to  pre- 
vent cattle  from  licking  the  epsom  salts  found 
there. 

Up  to  1850  the  cave  was  little  known,  and  visited 
by  but  few.  In  that  year  some  gentlemen  discov- 
ered a  small  opening  at  the  end  of  the  room  known 
as  "  Bandit's  Hall,"  which,  when  enlarged,  led  to 
the  extensive  New  Cave.  The  discoverers  were 
surprised  to  find  that  this  part  of  the  cave  had  at 
some  time  been  occupied.  Here  they  found  many 
poles,  six  to  twelve  feet  long,  and  one  to  three 
inches  in  diameter.  The  poles  were  of  such  soft 
wood  as  sassafras,  poplar  and  paw-paw,  as  might  be 
readily  obtained  by  breaking.  Some  had  been  cut 
with  dull  implements,  indicating  the  use  of  the 
stone  ax  and  flint  knife.  The  charred  remains  of 
torches  made  of  shell-bark  hickory  explain  the 
mode  of  lighting. 

Beyond  the  "  Augur  Hole  "  were  found,  by  these 
explorers,  the  tracks  of  one  large  man  and  two 
•nailer  men  or  women  and  three  children.  These 
tjcks  were  in  good  condition.  The  lapse  of  time 
i..r.ce  these  tracks  were  made  may  be  inferred  from 
►the  fact  that,  as  there  is  no  other  entrance,  they 
must  have  entered  through  the  "  Augur  Hole."  To 
admit  a  man  of  average  size  this  must  have  had  an 
area  of  twelve  by  eighteen  inches.  White  men 
found  this  closed  to  five  by  ten  inches.  The  depos- 
it made  since  1850  by  the  constantly  dropping  wa- 
ter is  so  small  that  we  must  conclude  these  tracks 
were  made  centuries  ago.  From  this,  and  the  stone 
hammers  found  there,  we  may  infer  that  what  is 
now  known  as  New  Cave  was  occupied,  or  at  least 
visited,  by  men  of  the  stone  age. 

The  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  in  the  cave 
varies  from  54  to  57  degrees  throughout  the  year. 
It  is  remarkably  pure  and  bracing.  Persons  can  un- 
dergo an  unusual  amount  of  physical  exertion  with- 
out fatigue.  It  also  has  remarkable  preservative 
qualities. 

The  cave  has  a  large  number  of  rooms,  each  cel- 
ebrated by  some  peculiarity  of  formation,  some  of 
which  will  be  described  in  an  article  to  follow. 
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How  well  the  dear  old  Wesley  hymn  sums  up  your 
great  sorrow  and  your  greater  solace: 


"Other  refuge  have  1 
Hangs  my  helple 


Still  support  and  comfort  I 


This 


an  epitome  of  "  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the 
blessed  God."  You  must  not  "  limit  the  Holy  One 
of  Israel."  Ps.  ;8:  41.  His  resources  are  not  ex- 
hausted. "  He  is  the  Father  of  menus  and  Ike  God 
of  all  comfort."  2  Cor.  1:3.  •'  He  comforteth  us-  in 
all  our  tribulation."  Verse  4.  "  He  hath  given  us 
everlasting  consolation  and  good  hope  through  grace." 
2  Thess.  2:  16.     "  By  two  immutable  things,  in  which 

IT  WAS  IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  Goi)  TO  LIE,  we  have  STRONG 

consolation."     Heb.  6:  18. 

You  ask,  "  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  for  my 
wounded  heart?"  Are  not  the  foregoing  quota- 
tions the  choicest  panacea  in  the  garden  of  God? 
The  Triune  Jehovah  is  the  Comforter,  and  He  can 
make  your  heart  laugh  with  His  own  joy  and  peace 
even  while  your  eyes  gush  with  tears. 

"Thy  way,  not  mine,  0  Lord, 

However  dark  it  be! 

Lead  me  by  thine  own  hand, 

Choose  out  the  path  for  me. 
"Smooth  let  it  be,  or  rough, 

It  will  be  still  the  best, 

Winding  or  straight,  it  matters  not, 

It  leads  me  to  thy  rest." 

is  what  God  does  for  those  who  put  their 
1  him.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfect 
vhose  mind  is   stayed  on  thee;  because  he 


Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  forever:  for 
irah  is  everlasting  strength."     Isa. 


"  COMFORT  YE,  COMFORT  YE."— Isa.  40:  I. 

BY   C.    H.    BALSBAUGH. 

To  Sister  Eliza  C.  Trimmer,  of  Wetmore,  Kans.: 

Vour  experience  is  only  another  illustration  o: 
'he  truth  of  the  Apostle  Paul's  rapturous  utterance 
0  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  anc 
f   God!      How   unsearchable   are   hi; 
d  his  ways  past  finding  out!  "     Rom, 


know! 
judgments 


You 


1I:33. 

our  perplexity  is  not  greater  than  Job 
°st  one  darling  son,  while  he  lost  seven  sons  and 
nree  daughters  as  suddenly  and   mysteriously  as 

'   "•    So  perfect  was  his  confidence  in   the  wisdom 

and  righteousness 

landing    hi 


This 
trust  i 
peace, 

trusteth  in  th 
in  the  Lord  J 
26:  3,  4. 

Let  him  not  offer  you  all  his  fulness  of  love  and 
sympathy  and  power  in  vain.  "  The  cup  which  my 
Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I  not  drink  it?  "  John 
18:  11.  Let  hope  preponderate  memory.  And  let 
memory  brighten  hope  by  its  dark  contrast.  "  En- 
dure as  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible"  Heb.  11:  27. 
Cast  anchor  within  the  veil.  In  the  Holy  of  holies 
in  One  who  ra,,  help,  and  who  is  flcJged  to  go  to 
the  utmost  length  of  his  Omnipotence  "  to  do  ex- 
ceeding abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think." 
Eph.  3 :  20.  "The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  un- 
derstanding shall  keep  your  heart  and  mind  through 
Christ  Jesus."     Philpp.  4:  7. 

You  must  learn  to  emphasize  in  the  Spirit  a  thou- 
sand times  beyond  the  largest  capitals  the  types 
can  give.  Make  Eph.  3:  16,  17  as  real  as  your  most 
exquisite  sorrow,  as  real  as  the  harrowing  memory 
of  your  beloved  boy  sinking  beneath  the  waters  of 
that  western  river,  and  you  will  realize  that,  howev- 
er much  grief  abounds,  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  abounds  much  more.  See  what  the  Para- 
clete is  commissioned  to  show  you  as  your  present 
and  eternal  Beatitude.  John  16:  13,  14;  Eph.  3:  19. 
Your  son  was  not  only  a  youth  with  rare  endow- 
ments and  extraordinary  acquirements,  but  he  was 
a  Christian.  You  need  "not  sorrow  even  as  others 
which  have  no  hope."  1  Thess.  4:  13.  The  "far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  "  is  his. 
Fill  up  the  vacuum  death  has  caused  with  Jesus. 
He  will  more  than  suffice.  There  will  be  an  over- 
plus of  comfort  and  peace  and  joy  for  the  endless 
cycles  of  "  the  excellent  glory."  Weep;  for  "  Jesus 
wept."  But  much  more  live  in  the  blessed  reality 
of  1  Pet.  1:  8.  "Yet  a  little  while,"  and  you  will 
meet,  not  only  your  sainted  darling,  but  Jesus,  and 
all  the  happy  denizens  of  the  unfading  paradise  of 
God. 

The  dime  you  sent  me  is  as  sacred  as  if  it  had 
been  handed  me  out  of  Eternity  by  the  hand  of 
your  radiant  boy. 
Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


The    book     is 
d  from  it 


3:<S- 
Psaln 


ercy  of  God,  that,  notwith- 
s  utter  destitution,  he  exclaimed, 
slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  Him."    Job 


142  will  show  you  where  David  found  ref- 
-s     and   peace  when   al,  earth]y  comfort  faiIe(J 


WHAT  LANGUAGE  DID  JESUS  SPEAK  ? 

There  are  many  opinions  concerning  the  lan- 
guage that  Jesus  spoke  while  he  sojourned  among 
his  people  on  the  earth.  The  subject  is  ably  dis- 
cussed by  Dr.  Arnold  Meyer,  of  the  University  of 
Bonn,  in  his  little    work,  entitled,   " Jesu  Mutter- 


sprache"    (Jesus'    mother-tongue). 

said  to  be  full  of  valuable  informat 

the  following  facts  are  condensed,   and  translated. 

We  quote  from  the  Literary  Digest: 

The  question  as  to  the  language  spoken  by  Jes*s 
did  not  particularly  interest  the  earliest  ohurch  fa- 
thers. They  confined  themselves  in  this  regard  to 
the  question  as  to  the  original  language  employed 
by  Matthew  in  the  preparation  of  his  gospel,  which, 
Papias  declares,  was  "  Hebrew."  The  current 
opinion  was  that  the  Lord  had  employed  the  "  Sy- 
rtac  as  his  vernacular,  which  term  was  used  inter- 
changeably with  "  Hebrew  "  and  "  Chaldee."  This 
became  the  settled  tradition  of  the  church  down  to 
the  Reformation  and  later,  and  when,  in  1555,  Wid- 
manstadt  published  the  first  edition  of  the  New 
Testament  in  Syriac,  this  work  was  greeted  with  a 
warm  welcome  on  the  ground  that  now  the  church 
possessed  the  Very  words  of  the  Lord  as  he  had 
spoken  them.  Only  a  few  skeptical  minds,  such 
as  Scaliger  and  Grotius,  doubted  the  correctness  of 
this  conclusion,  and  claimed  that  the  Savior  had 
spoken  a  mixed  dialect  then  current  in  Palestine. 
Among  the  Jesuits  the  idea  early  gained  ground 
that  the  Lord's  vernacular  must  have  been  the  Lat- 
in, as  this  was  the  language  spoken  by  the  saints  in 
heaven.  This  view  was  first  promulgated  by  the 
Pater  Inchofer  in  1648.  A  century  later  another 
Jesuit  scholar,  Hardouin,  assigned  as  a  new  reason 
for  this  view  the  fact  that  the  Vulgate,  or  official 
Bible  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  was  also  writ- 
ten in  the  Latin  language.  On  the  other  hand 
Protestant  scholars  began  to  maintain  that  Jesus 
spoke  Greek,  the  language  of  the  New  Testament. 
So  good  an  authority  as  the  late  Professor  Delitzsch 
believed  that  Christ  spoke  a  relatively  pure  He- 
brew, the  study  of  this  language  having  been  rigid- 
ly taught  in  the  schools  of  Palestine. 

The  facts  in  the  case,  especially  as  seen  in  the 
words  of  the  New  Testament  other  than  Greek, 
show  that  the  Lord  spoke  an  Aramaic  language,  and 
of  this  language  again  a  Galilean  dialect.  The  Ara- 
maic is  a  branch  of  the  north  Semitic  and  as  such  a 
sister  tongue  of  the  Hebrew.  Long  before  the 
close  of  the  Old  Testament  canon  the  Aramaic  had 
supplanted  Hebrew  in  popular  use  in  Israel  and 
had  become  the  language  of  trade  and  business  be- 
tween the  peoples  of  Syria  and  countries  farther 
East.  Already  a  Jeremiah  and  an  Ezekiel  show 
the  influence  of  this  tongue;  the  same  is  true  of  the 
later  Psalms,  Ecclesiastes,  and  especially  Ezra  and 
Daniel,  both  of  which  contain  portions  written  in 
this  dialect.  During  the  Maccabean  period  the  Ar- 
amaic had  virtually  supplanted  Hebrew  in  Israel. 
It  is  used  in  the  Talmud,  and  its  general  use  is  re- 
ported by  Philo,  a'contemporary  of  St.  Paul,  and 
by  the  historian  Josephus,  who  calls  it  the  "lan- 
guage of  the  fatherland." 

Only  in  one  respect  the  old  Hebrew  maintained 
its  hold.  It  was  the  language  of  the  sacred  writ- 
ings of  Israel  and  the  official  tongue  of  their  Scrip- 
tures. In  the  synagogues  these  books  were  read  in 
the  original  Hebrew,  but  were  interpreted  to  the 
pie  through  Aramaic  paraphrases  called  Tar- 
gumim.  Testimonies  abound  and  agree  that  such 
was  the  case  regularly,  so  that  the  common  people 
could  no  longer  understand  the  sacred  tongue  of 
their  fathers  and  of  their  Scriptures.  The  current 
language  of  the  day  was  accordingly  the  Aramaic, 
and  this  language,  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt, 
was  the  tongue  employed  by  Christ  in  his  discour- 
ses with  his  disciples  and  with  the  people.  The 
Hebrew  as  such  was  known  well  only  to  the  learned, 
but  was  not  understood  thoroughly  by  the  common 
people. 

The  correctness  of  this  conclusion  is  attested  by 
the  words  cited  in  the  New  Testament.  The  names 
of  persons  taken  from  other  sources  than  the 
Greek  are  Aramaic  in  form  and  sound,  as  are  a-lso 
the  terms  found  in  I  Cor.  16:  22,  and  the  citation 
from  the  Psalms  spoken  by  Christ  on  the  cross;  cf. 
also  Mark  3:  17;  7:  34;  5:  41,  and  others. 

It  is  accordingly  only  fair  to  conclude  that 
Christ  spoke  the  language  of  his  people.  In  fact 
it  is  even  probable  that  we  can  conclude  that  of 
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this  Aramaic  he  spoke  the  Galilean  dialect.  At 
that  time  three  dialects  of  this  tongue  were  used  in 
Palestine,  namely,  the  Jerusalem,  the  Samaritan, 
and  the  Galilean.  Peter,  in  the  night  when  Christ 
was  before  Pilate,  was  betrayed  by  the  fact  that  he 
spoke  the  "  Galilean  "  tongue.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  Galilean  was  the  mother-tongue  of  Jesus. 
Just  what  the  exact  form  of  this  dialect  was  we 
know  from  the  so  called  "Jerusalem  Talmud," 
written  in  the  third  and  fourth  centuries  after 
Christ  in  the  city  of  Tiberias  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 
This  work  is  written  in  the  popular  tongue  of  Gali- 
lee, and  is  the  only  work  extant  in  the  exact  dialect 
spoken  by  our  Lord  during  his  career  on  earth. 


(JIVE  US  THIS  DAY  OUR  DAILY  BREAD. 

DV  JENNIE  UWI.IIOUN  MAKER. 

"  Grant  us  this  day  our  daily  manna,  without  which  he  roams, 
Through  Ibis  rough  desert  retrograde,  who  most  toils  to  ad- 
vance his  steps." 
We  lift  up  empty  hands  in  supplication.     Even 
as  the  young  ravens  cry  for  their  food,  so  do  we. 
'Tis  only  when  we  have  learned  where  and  to  whom 
to  apply  that  we  can  hope  to  receive.    Our  very 
asking  implies  faith  in  God   and  in  his  willingness 
to  give.    When  this   faith  in  God  is  lacking,  the 
prayer  is  but  an  empty  form,  and  in  place  of  bread 
shall  we  receive  a  stone;  and  in  place  of  a  fish  a 
scorpion. 

That  everything  belongs  to  God,  is  taught  by 
nature;  while  the  written  Word  is  full  of  this 
truth.  "In  the  beginning  God  created;"  this  lit- 
tle text  alone  proves  undeniably  the  ownership  of 
all  things.  "The  earth  is  the  Lord's  and  the  full- 
ness thereof,"  this  proves  God's  ownership  of  the 
inanimate  part  of  creation.  "The  cattle  on  a 
thousand  hills  are  his,"  shows  God's  ownership  of 
the  animal  world.  "  Yc  are  not  your  own,  ye  are 
bought  with  a  price,"  teaches  that  even  we  do  not 
belong  to  ourselves  or  to  our  friends,  but  to  God; 
not  alone  by  creation,  but  also  through  redemption. 
To  whom,  then,  should  we  go  but  to  the  Lord  who 
is  so  rich  in  possessions,  and  to  him  do  we  go  daily! 
From  all  this  seething  surging  mass  of  humanity 
goes  up  the  never-ending  cry  of,  "  Give,  give.  Lord, 
give." 

Possibly  there  is  no  more  selfish  desire  and  none 
more  powerful,  than  the  longing  for  tood.  In  times 
of  famine,  all  duty,  all  relationship,  all  love,  is  for- 
gotten; and  'tis  but  seldom  that  we  hear  of  one 
giving  up  to  another  that  which  would  suffice  to 
keep  soul  and  body  together,  and  himself  perish- 
ing rather  than  his  friend.  "  Greater  love  hath  no 
man  than  this  that  he  lay  down  his  life  for  his 
brother," — a  love  seldom  seen.  Chj-ist,  in  teaching 
this  prayer,  no  doubt  remembered  this  weakness  of 
humanity,  and  so,  instead  of  teaching  each  one  to 
pray  alone  for  his  own  food,  we  are  reminded  of 
the  great  brotherhood  of  man,  and,  instead  of  the 
selfish,  "  Give  me,"  which  so  often  escapes  our  lips, 
'tis  "Give  us!" 

So  many  of  the  young  are  prone  to  build  "  cas- 
tles in  the  air."  "  I  have  not  time  now,  but  by  and 
by,  I  shall  have  things  so  and  so," — we  hear  con- 
tinually. Such  is  not  the  state  of  mind  that  God 
would  have  us  to  hold,  neither  is  it  his  will  that 
we  should  peer  too  anxiously  into  the  future,  nor 
desire  the  things  afar  off.  "Take  therefore  no 
thought  for  the  morrow;  for  the  morrow  shall  take 
thought  for  the  things  of  itself.  Sufficient  unto 
the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  He,  too,  would  not 
have  us  to  look  back  as  the  old  are  inclined  to  do. 
'Tis  neither  the  querulous  plaints  as  to  what  we  had 
in  the  past,  and  how  much  better  it  was  than  what 
we  now  have,  nor  yet  the  cry  for  better  by  and  by, 
that  Christ  would  have  us  utter  in  this  prayer. 
'Tis  simply  the  asking  in  faith  a  supply  for  each 
day's  needs,  from  a  generous,  bountiful  Giver. 

In  the  petition  for  food  we  are  also  taught  the 
desirability  of  prayer  each  day,  and  at  its  begin- 
ning. It  is  only  God's  generosity  and  boundless 
mercy  that  saves  many  of  us  from  perishing.  How 
often  we  forget  to  ask  the  Owner  of  all  things  for 
our  daily  food!    We  are  like  thoughtless,  disobe- 


dient children,  who  stubbornly  refuse  to  ask  for 
what  they  want,  and  yet  cry  out  for  lack.  It  is 
well  that  God  is  omnipotent  and  that,  "Every  wish 
is  like  a  prayer  with  God." 

"  You  bid  a  hungry  child  be  satisfied 
With  a  heritage  of  many  cornfields;  nay, 
He  says  he's  hungry,— he  would  rather  have 
That  little  barley-cake  you  keep  from  him 
While  reckoning  up  his  harvests.     So  with  us, 
We're  hungry," 

but  we  only  need  cry  to  God  and  we  are  fed. 

Bread,  in  its  wider  sense  and  as  used  here,  in- 
cludes all  food  required  for  the  sustenance  of  life 
and  vigor  of  body.  In  the  beginning,  ere  man's 
fall,  he  wanted  and  needed  food,  "And  God  said, 
Behold  I  have  given  you  every  herb  bearing  seed, 
which  is  upon  the  face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every 
tree,  in  the  which  is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  yielding 
seed,  to  you  it  shall  be  for  meat"  (food).  It  was 
not  until  many  years  after  the  fall,  in  the  time  of 
Noah,  that  God  gave  permission  for  the  flesh  of 
animals  to  be  used  for  food.  "Every  moving 
thing  that  liveth  shall  be  meat  for  you;  even  as 
the  green  herb  have  I  given  you  all  things."  In 
the  eleventh  chapter  of  Leviticus  God,  through 
Moses,  gives  a  law  distinguishing  between  the 
clean  and  the  unclean  beasts,  between  those  that 
should  and  those  that  should  not  be  eaten.  This 
law  continued  to  be  the  guiding  rule  for  all  who 
wished  to  obey  the  Lord  until  after  Christ's  com- 
ing.    During  the   captivity  of  the  Jews  at    Baby- 


cording  to   the   apocryphal 


ffered  persecution  for  obeying  this  law.  At 
Christ's  coming  old  laws,  "old  things  are  passed 
away;  behold  all  things  are  become  new."  After 
the  fulfilling  of  the  old  law,  there  was  no  new 
law  given  for  a  time  concerning  the  food  to  be 
eaten.  The  Christian  church  was  made  up  of  both 
Jew  and  Gentile,  and  as  each  followed  his  own 
belief,  and  each  thought  the  other  wrong,  a  dis- 
pute arose  in  the  church.  This  was  settled  by  Paul 
who  asked  believers  to  abstain  only  from  meat 
offered  to  idols;  but  in  one  of  his  letters  to  the 
Romans  he  advises,  yes,  pleads  with  them,  to  eat 
nothing  that  will  cause  a  weak  brother  to  stumble 

Why  God  created  man  with  a  body  that  requires 
food  to  sustain  it,  we  know  not,  nor  is  it  ours  to 
know  God's  ways.  Possibly  this  is  but  another 
means  for  self-discipline. 

Man  is  a  triune  being,  made  up  of  body,  mind, 
and  soul,  or  spirit.  Each  of  these  three  parts  or 
beings  requires  a  special  kind  of  food,  and  yet 
the  kind  of  food  devoured  or  consumed  by  each 
affects  the  others. 

The  desire  of,  and  need  for,  a  food  to  sustain  the 
body,  is  ours  in  common  with  all  the  lower  ordeis 
of  creation;  but,  in  place  of  instinct,  to  guide  us  in 
the  selection  of  foods,  we  are  given  reason,  which 
man  exercises  so  badly  at  times  in  the  selection  of 
kinds  and  quantity  of  foods  and  drinks,  as  to  sink 
him  for  a  time  lower  than  the  brutes. 

Mind  or  intellect,  in  its  higher  form,  is  given 
only  to  man;  but  something  near  akin  to  it,  or 
mind  in  its  lowest  form,  which  men  call  instinct,  is 
given  to  animals  of  the  higher  order.  The  food  for 
the  mind  is  of  far  more  importance  than  the  food 
for  the  body, — just  as  much  more  as  the  mind  is 
superior  to  the  body.  So  in  our  cry  for  food 
we  should  desire  food  for  the  mind,  and  God  will 
give  it.  But  ah!  how  empty  some  of  our  lives  are 
with  nothing  but  dry  husks  of  literature  for  mind 
food;  and  some  do  not  feed  their  minds  even 
husks,  but  let  them  wholly  starve.  With  the  rich 
harvests  of  literature  spread  out  before  us,  it  is  a 
neglect  for  which  we  shall  be  answerable  at  the 
great  and  final  day  of  reckoning,  that  we  did  not 
take  and  eat,  and  become  strong  mentally,  to  do 
work  for  our  Master.  It  is  he  that  has  spread  th__ 
table;  no  written  nor  spoken  word  is  of  man.  All 
books  are  by  inspiration.  The  thoughts  are  either 
heaven-inspired  or  hell-inspired,  either  given  by 
God  or  given  by  the  devil.  No  man  of  himself  can 
do  anything,  but  it  is  in  man's  power  to  choose 
whether  he  will  have  God  or  Satan  for  his  helper. 
So  there  are  two  tables  of  literature  spread  before 
us  from  which  we  may  feast.  The  one  is  spread 
by  God,  the  other  by  the  evil  one.     From  which 


pray, 


table  do  we  choose  to  partake?  When  we 
"  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,"  for  our  mil 
we  ask  to  be  led  to  the  table  where  are  books  di- 
vinely inspired,  filled  with  pure,  ennobling  thoughts 
grand  ideas,  and  beautiful  truths. 

Most  important  of  man's  triune  nature  is  the 
soul.  "And  God  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the 
breath  of  life  and  man  became  a  living  soul."  The 
soul  of  man  is  a  breath  from  God;  the  never-dying, 
a'l-absorbing,  all-triumphant  part  of  man,  God  would 
have  it;  but  sometimes  food  is  not  given  it,  or  the 
improper  kind,  and  although  'tis  deathless,  it  sinks 
down,  down.  "  And  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth."  O  Lord,  give'  us  soul-bread 
daily!  Thou  alone  art  sufficient!  'Tis  here  we 
have  most  need  of  God's  help. 

With  our  minds  we  may  read  the  Bible,  we  may 
daily  repeat  prayers,  we  may  attend  to  all  the  serv- 
ices of  God's  house,— and  yet, — "  Lord,  who  shall 
abide  in  thy  tabernacle?  Who  shall  dwell  in  thy 
holy  hill?"  Ah!  we  know  not;  we  cannot  see  only 
the  Spirit  gives  us  assurance.  Lord,  give  us 
our  daily  bread! 

Everett,  Pa.       "^ 

APPROACHING  ONE  FAITH. 

BY  JOHN  E.  MOHLER. 

Who  is  it  that  has  not  thought  it  would  a  glori- 
ous thing  if  all  church  denominations  were  to 
unite  in  one  simple  complete  Gospel  faith?  Who 
has  not  thought  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  all 
denominations  almost  unite  in  one  belief  of  the 
Gospel?  The  former  thought  is  noble  and  God- 
like, the  latter  is  empty,  and  extremely  deceptive, 
as  I  will  try  to  show,  and  why. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  thrown  into  the  society  of  a 
denomination  closely  resembling  the  Brethren.  In 
fact,  outsiders  usually  expressed  themselves  as  see- 
ing no  difference  between  them  and  us.  This  sect 
maintains  plainness  and  uniformity  of  apparel,  aft- 
er the  Brethren's  order, — observe  all  the  ceremo^ 
nies  the  Brethren  do,  save  one,  and  advocate  the" 
principle  of  non-resistance.  lean  recall  but  three ' 
vital  points  in  which  they  differ  from  us,  and 
these  are  vital  points  in  the  eyes  of  the  Brethren 
church,  and  not  in  theirs.  They  accept  our  doc- 
trine as  being  safe,  and  they  receive  our  members 
upon  mere  application.  But  we  cannot  accept 
their  belief  as  being  safe,  nor  can  we  accept  their 
members  without  repentance  and  re-baptism  on 
their  part. 

The  communicants  of  that  denomination  number 
perhaps  one-thirtieth  of  what  we  do.  It  would  re- 
quire no  personal  sacrifice  nor  violation  of  principles 
on  their  part,  to  accept  our  faith.  Moreover,  many 
of  them  desire  that  we  may  become  united  in  one 
belief.  But  will  this  ever  be?  Yes,  provided  that  we 
unite  with  them.  Otherwise,  never.  They  will  not 
unite  with  us.  This  seems  strange,  but  it  is  a  fact, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  this  fact  is  what  makes  asso- 
ciation with  them  disappointing.  It  is  the  same 
spirit,  precisely,  that  leads  popular  Christianity  (?) 
to  reject  the  humility  of  the  Christ  life.  It  is  a 
self-willed,  stubborn,  blind  spirit,  even  though  they 
so  nearly  approach  the  Truth.  Their  manner  is 
more  displeasing  to  God  than  the  way  of  the  do  as- 
you-please  professor,  because  they  are  greater  hyp- 
ocrites. They  are  greater  enemies  to  the  Truth 
than  are  the  fashionable  churches,  because  their 
likeness  to  the  true  way  is  so  great.  They  ap- 
proach so  near  the  Truth  in  their  faith  and  prac- 
tice that  their  members,  when  convicted  of  error, 
will  seldom  change,  because  the  difference  is  so 
"  small," 

I  thought  to  enjoy  association  with  them  more 
than  with  the  more  popular  churches,  but  I  was  dis- 
appointed. I  found,— and  you  will  find,— that  error 
is  no  more  to  be  desired  if  clothed  in  the  gaib  of  righU' 
ousness,  than  if  mantled  in  its  own  crimson  robe. 

It  seems  encouraging  to  see  other  denomina- 
tions adopting  some  of  the  customs  of  primitive 
Christianity,  but,  after  all,  does  it  signify  g°°d  ° 
the  cause?  Is  God  more  pleased  with  such  service, 
partial  as  it  is?  Does  the  Truth  shine  the  rnor 
prominently    because    of    it?     Nay,    verily! 
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more  nearly  any  religious  people  approach  the 
Truth,  and  yet  reject  it,  the  more  dangerous  they 
are  to  the  Truth.  As  a  lamp  shines  more  brightly 
when  surrounded  by  black  darkness,  so  the  Truth 
shines  the  brighter  amid  the  darkness  of  sin. 

But  we  do  not  condemn  any  other  denomina- 
tion. They  are  doing  a  grand  work  in 
How  far  would  the  printed  Gospel  be 
only  the  Brethren  church  carried  it?  It  is  a  shame 
to  think  of  it!  How  little  have  we  really  done! 
How  much  have  other  denominations  done!  Al- 
though their  teaching  may  not  be  true  in  all  things, 
they  do  carry  the  same  pure  Gospel  we  advocate. 
There  is  abundant  reason  for  commending  them  in 
this  work.  With  Paul  we  may  rejoice  that  "wheth- 
er in  pretense,  or  in  truth,  Christ  is  preached;  and  I 
therein  do  rejoice,  yea,  and  will  rejoice."  Philpp.  1 : 
IS.  I  would  rather  see  them  scatter  five  thousand 
Bibles,  than  adopt  one  more  principle  of  Truth. 
The  Bibles  may  be  the  means  of  saving  many  peo- 
ple. Following  a  \  art  of  the  Truth 
inp  another  part,  will  save  no  one. 

The  true  church  of  God  will  abide 
and  it  will  scatter  Bibles  too. 

Warrensburg,  Mo. 


reject 
the  Truth, 


CLOSE  COMMUNION. 


13V  P.  J.  BLOUGH. 


Is 


1    Communion  Scriptural?     I  say,  "No," 
for  the  following  Scriptural  reasons: 

"  Purge  out  therefore  the  old  leaven."  I  Cor.  5: 
7-8.  Paul  says,  "  Let  a  man  examine  himself  and 
so  let  him  eat  of  that  bread  and  drink  of  that  cup." 
1  Cor.  11:  28. 

We  are  well  aware  of  the    fact  that  there  are 
persons  who  do  not  comply  with  the  apostle's  re- 
quirements.    We  have  known  persons  to  commune 
who  shortly  before  were  seen  on  the  dance  floor. 
^.Others  were  intoxicated  and  at  variance  with  per- 
haps with  whom  they  commune. 
.-•■Not  a  few  favor  the  spirit  of  war  which  Christ 

condemns.  John  18:  I  I,  Matt.  26:  52  "Swear  not 
at  all,"  Matt.  5:  34.  "  Be  ye  not  unequally  yoked 
together  with  unbelievers."  2  Cor.  6:  14.  Christ 
says,  "In  secret  have  I  said  nothing."  John  18: 
20.  Hence  we  know  that  secret,  oath-bound  socie- 
ties are  wrong.  In  open  Communion  you  have  to 
commune  with  those  who  are  identified  with 
lodges. 

Pride  and  worldlyism  are  foremost  in  the  hearts 
of  many,  yet  you  have  to  be  one  with  them  in 
open  Communion.  When  it  happens  that  persons 
of  such  standing  creep  into  the  church  unawares, 
they  "are  spots  in  your  feasts  of  charity,  when 
they  feast  with  you."  Jude  1:  12.  Even  when  we 
examine  and  purge  the  church  of  the  old  leaven, 
we  sometimes  have  these  spots  to  contend  with, 
but  how  is  it  when  we  openly  invite  all  to  com- 
mune with  us? 

Five  times  Inspiration  says,  "Salute  the  breth- 
ren with  a  holy  kiss,"  yet  persons  will  not  heed  the 
command,  saying,  as  an  excuse,  "I  do  not  love 
some  of  the  brethren  well  enough  to  salute  them." 
Yet  these  very  persons  are  perfectly  willing  to 
commune  with  those  whom  they  refuse  to  salute 
Oh,  how  lightly  and  thoughtlessly  we  partake  of 
the  emblems  which  represent  Christ's  broken  body 
and  his  shed  blood! 

"  is  true,  in  one  sense  we  invite  everybody  to 
cornmune  with  us,  but  only  on  certain  conditions  — 
and  those  conditions  are  full  faith  in  the  Gospel  of 
J«us  Christ,  which  involves  the  keeping  of  all  his 
commandments.  We  must  have  union  of  faith,  or 
"*  cannot  have  a  real  communion,— one  which  is 
acceptable  to  God. 

e  should,  if  possible,  live  at  peace  with  evcry- 
f '  y,  Rom-  12:  18,  and  with  the  brethren  we  posi- 
"^Iymust,  ,  Thess.  5:  13. 

faith  1  mUSt  be  the  Author  and  Finish"  of  our 
not  l'  _!"  'S  Sp'rit  "1USt  lead  us-bu'  "is  Spirit  will 
and  oneto  obey  only  one  part  of  the  Gospel, 

we  a"0! I         '°  °bey  another  Part'     If  he  leads  us  on 
saying      Hy  him;  we  are  willing  to  accept  all  his 
■     Hence,  to  commune,  we  must  be  a  body 


of  one  common  faith  in  Christ 


of  Christian  believe 
Jesus. 

Purge  the  church  of  all  that  is  a  hindrance  to  a 
communion,— withdraw  from  any  who  are  not  will- 
ing to  show  themselves  approved  unto  God.  In- 
vite none  to  commune  only  those  whom  you  are 
persuaded  belong  to  the  body  of  Christ  and  have 
examined  themselves  according  to  Gospel  rule  I 
Cor.   1:   10;   1   Pet.   1:  22;    1   Cor.   5:    11,    ,3;  Matt. 
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597 


to   church  occasionally; 
lances  once  or  so  a  year, 


Hooversville,  Pa. 


SPIRITUAL  DISEASES. 


BY  FANNY  MORROW. 


When  our  Lord  was  upon  the  earth,  he  healed 
many  bodily  diseases,  which  might  be  considered 
as  a  type  of  diseases  of  the  soul,— or  spiritual  dis- 
eases. He  healed  fever  which  might  represent 
"  restlessness."  Some  Christians  are  looking  about 
continually  for  some  change  of  location  or  of  busi  ■ 
ness.  Others  think  the  good  old  way  of  rais- 
ing money  for  the  Lord's  cause,— by  laying  by,  on 
the  first  day  of  the.  week,  as  the  Lord  has  pros- 
pered you,— is  too  slow,  they  must  resort  to  the 
plan  of  a  festival  or  some  other  worldly  amuse- 
ment. Some  are  too  nervous  to  remain  quiet  for 
one  hour  during  divine  service.  They  to*s  about 
from  one  side  of  the  narrow  way  to  the  other,  un- 
til they  finally  land  in  the  broad  way  where  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  them  to  move  about.  They 
might  be  healed  by  that  "  Godliness  with  content- 
ment which  is  great  gain." 

Christ  healed  "palsy,"  which  represents  "lack 
of  spiritual  power."  This  disease  is  brought  on  by 
neglecting  to  pray,  and  to  read  God's  Word,  which 
is  the  source  of  spiritual  life.  Sometimes  the  pa- 
tients are  known  by  a  sort  of  apathy  or  indiffer- 
ence,—they  come  and  go  like  a  door  upon  its  hing- 
es,—unblessing  and  unblessed.  Others  talk  a  good 
deal  and  have  some  zeal,  but  not  according  to 
knowledge,  but  there  is  no  life  nor  spiritual  power. 
They  wield  no  influence  for  good.  Christ  healed 
"blindness."  which  represents '"unbelief."  Some 
people  say,  It  is  so  hard  for  me  to  believe  what  I 
cannot  understand;  and  yet  they  do  believe  hun- 
dreds of  things,  outside  of  the  Bible,  that  they  do 
not  understand.  God  can  open  the  eyes  of  their 
understanding.  He  can  anoint  their  eyes  with  the 
sacred  eye-salve  of  his  eternal  truth,— if  they  will 
only  ask  him. 

"Infirmity"  represents  being  bowed  down  with 
discouragements.  Satan  has  always  tried  to  dis- 
courage the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  people  grew 
restless  while  waiting  for  Mrses  to  come  down  out 
of  the  Mount.  They  took  the  matter  into  their 
own  hands,  thus  greatly  hindering  the  work.  Wait- 
ing God's  time  has  always  been,  and  is  yet,  a  hard 
task  for  some  of  God's  people,  but  those  who  pa- 
tiently  work  and  wait  on,  will  some  day  be  lifted 
up  by  the  hands  of  the  Blessed  Master,— will  be 
able  to  stand  erect  praising  God. 

"Dropsy  "is  another  disease  Jesus  healed,  and 
well  represents  self-inflation  or  self-esteem.  Big 
I  is  a  very  bad  disease.  The  only  perfect  cure  is, 
a  careful  study  of  Christ's  life— his  teachings,  ex- 
ample and  suffering  death,  and  then  remembering 
that  the  servant  is  not  above  his  Lord,— kneel  at 
the  foot  of  his  cross  and  remain  there  until  self  is 
swallowed  up  in  Christ  and  we  can  truthfully  say, 
"It  is  no  longer  /  that  live,  but  Christ  within  me, 
the  hope  of  glory." 
Ottawa,  Kans. 


its  of  Christ's  death.  G 
attend  to  the  church  ore 
and  you  will  be  a  Christii 

Not  so;  all  wrong.  Through  the  death  of  Christ 
the  world  was  reconciled  to  God.  Adamic  sin  was 
atoned  for— covered  up,— but  we  are  saved  from 
our  own  sins  and  transgressions  by  the  life  of 
Christ.     See  Rom.  5:  10. 

Is  it  any  wonder  we  have  so  many  dead  profes- 
sors when  it  is  apparent,  seemingly,  that  they  have 
scarcely  a  thought  beyond  a  dead  Christ,  not  re- 
alizing the  wonderful  power  there  is  in  a  living 
Christ.  "Christ  in  you,"  says  Paul.  "  He  that  is 
in  you  is  more  powerful  than  he  that  is  in  the 
world,"  reasons  John.  "  I  will  come  in  and  sup  with 
you,"  says  Christ.  Not  as  a  dead  Christ,  but  as  a 
living,  energizing,  feasting  Christ.  How  are  we 
saved  by  his  life?  By  becoming  Christians.  By 
being  Christed  through  and  through— body,  soul 
and  spirit. 

Faith  alone  is  not  saving  and  never  makes  any 
one  a  Christian.  Saving  faith  grasps  the  living 
Word.  "  My  words  are  spirit  and  they  are  life," 
says  Christ— the  real  essence  of  God,  emanating 
from  him  through  Christ.  Saved  people  are  born 
Christians.  The  living,  vitalizing,  spiritual  Word 
is  the  seed  that  finds  lodgment  in  the  heart.  The 
generating  forces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  in  Mary, 
bring  about  a  creation. 

As  the  seed  in  the  ground  must  needs  die,— that 
is,  the  surroundings  of  the  germ— before  there  can 
be  a  plant,  so,  in  the  process  of  generation,  the  old 
man  must  die.  Nail  him  to  the  cross  with  the  mal- 
let of  remorse  and  godly  sorrow,  bind  him  hand 
and  foot  with  the  thongs  of  humble  contrition. 
Don't  undertake  to  bury  him  until  the  last  throb 
of  a  selfish  pulse  ceases  to  beat.  When  honest 
confession  tells  he  is  dead,  then  bury  him  in  the 
name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  that  there  may  be  a 
righteous  resurrection  in  the  name  of  the  Father, 
and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Then  what? 
Feed  the  blessed  child  on  the  milk  of  the  Gospel. 
Its  province  now  is  to  grow,  grow,  and  develop. 
The  living  words  of  Christ  become  its  food,  and  as 
the  "new  creature"  becomes  permeated  through- 
out with  the  mind  and  spirit  of  Christ,  it  is  THAT 
life  that  saves.  The  means  of  grace,— the  ordi- 
nances—and everything  that  brings  the  child  of 
God  in  touch  with  the  divine,  heavenly  manna,  is 
taken  into  account  and  thus  the  living  character  of 
Christ  is  lived  out  in  the  life  of  the  Christian.  It 
is  this  kind  of  a  life  that  makes  men  and  wom- 
en Christians.  Fitted  and  prepared  for  heaven 
through  the  sanctifying  forces  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
they  become  "  heirs  of  all  things,"  even  that  of 
eternal  life. 


ISRAEL. 

BY  ALBERT   SHARI'. 
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HOW  TO  BECOME  A  CHRISTIAN. 


BY  J. 


.  KI.ORY. 


"  Only  beli< 
othii 


says  the  modern  enthusiast.  If 
.ire,  how  far  in  advance  is  such  a 
belief  beyond  that  of  the  devil's?  "Join  the 
church  and  trust  in  the  atonement,"  says  the  Uni- 
versalist,  "for  it  is  said  Christ  died  for  all  men." 
Others  say,  "Join  the  church  and 
mandments,  trusting  in  the  promises 


o   the   com- 
nd  the  mer- 


things  happened  for  en 
»  infancy  as  a  natior 
is  every  child  that 
In  its  infancy  it  is  in  a  saved  state  or  land 
nise.     As  years  rolled  by,  Israel  drifted  into 
the  land  of  sin  (Kgypt).  so  it  is  with  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  human  family,  who  also  drift  into  the 
Kgypt  of  Sin. 

Israel  was  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Pharaoh, 
who  proved  to  be  a  hard  master  before  they  got 
away.  Three  steps  were  necessary  for  them  to  get 
from  under  Pharaoh's  jurisdiction,  namely,  believing, 
departing,  and  crossing  the  Red  Sea.  These  very 
beautifully  illustrate  the  fact  that  we  must  take 
thr«e  steps  to  get  out  from  under  the  power  of 
Pharaoh  (the  devil),  namely,  faith,  repentance,  and 
baptism.  The  devil  is  trying  very  hard  to  over- 
come God's  children  now,  as  did  Pharaoh  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  in  the  days  of  Moses. 
Wade,  Kans. 

When  the  body  is  faint  and  sick,  when  the  mind 
is  clouded,  or  is  about  to  leave  its  throne,  is  the 
poorest  of  all  times  to  make  one's  peace  with  God. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of   Reading. 

FIItHT   YEAH. 

"Crisis  ol  Missions."  cloth,  »i.o4:  paper 34  c< 

"Ltleol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  a?  cents;  paper >S  Cl 

"Our  Country."  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper *>  c' 

"Nonsuch  Frolessor,"  cloth «  ■ 

SEVOXM)   YE  All. 
"  Miracles  o(  Missions,"  cloth.  Hi  cents,  paper 34  « 

"  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 7°  ci 

"The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth &S  e< 

TlllltU    YEAH. 

"  Divine  Enterprise  of  Missions,"  cloth 1 

"Lllool  Robert  Morrison."  cloth ?°  c' 

"  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  ol  tlic  Apostles,"  ch.  13-28 10  ci 

"  In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth,  6K  cents;  paper 33  c 

I^-Frlces,  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Heading  Circle  1 
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comer,  Waynesbort 
Reading  Circle  sho 
addressed  toBrcthti 


aynesboro,  Fa.;  Secret 
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THE  CHILD  AT  THE  DOOR. 


.  I.ATHBURV. 


"  Behold.  1  stand  at  the  d 

There's  a  child  c 
Let  birn  ii 


Find  a  shelter  sweet  and  safe 

In  the  love  and  light  ol  home. 

Let  him  come. 


The 


s  a  cry  along  your  strec 

Day  by  day; 
-,  a  sound  ol  little  feet 


Open  wide  your  guarded  gate 
For  the  little  ones  that  wait, 
Till  a  voice  of  love  from  home 
Did  tbem  come. 


The 


:  divii 


Calls  to-day; 
"  Will  you  let  these  little  feet 

Let  the  lambs  he  homeward  led 
And  of  you  it  shall  be  said, 
'  You  have  done  it  faithfully 

Unto  me.' " 
We  shal!  stand  some  solemn  day 

At  his  door. 
Shall  we  hear  the  Master  say 

O'er  and  o'er— 
"  Let  the  children  all  come  in 
From  a  world  of  pain  and  sin; 
Open  wide  the  doors  of  home. 

Children,  come.'1 
East  Orange,  N.  J. 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 


BY  JAMES  M.  NEFF. 


OUR1 

followi. 


imber  is  growing  little  by  little.     See  the 
'  list  of 


ought  to  hat 
set  of  books 


should 


as  a  part  of  his  own  library  the  entire 
But  by 
Circle 


rig  upt 
,ny  one 


efuse  to  jo 


because  he  cannot,  at  the  tinm 
is  certainly  good  to  organiz 
hood  and  as  a  local  organizati 
sets  of  books  to  be  circulated 
not  feel  able  to  buy  the  book; 
can  read  and  can  spare  the  an 
ship  fee,  twenty  cents,  become  a 
Circle.     If  there  are  those  not  abl 


ighbor 


buy  the 
in  every 

'  buy  one  or  more 
rtong  those  who  do 
Let  every  one  who 
unt  of  the  member- 
;  a  member  of  the 
spare 


ganization    or    the 
or  five-cent   contri- 


ving  the 
start    ir 


others. 


e.  Morrill,  Kans.;  554,  Retta 

,  S.  E.,  Washington.  D.  C; 

Bellefontaine,    Ohio;   556, 

ria,  Sonoma  Co.,   Cal.;  557, 

St.,  Baltimore, 


ere  he 


try.  He  goes  from  here  to  Mt.  Morris, 
will  prepare  further  for  the  Lord's  work.  He 
the  prayers  of  God's  people  and  desires  to  do  the 
work  of  the  Master  in  the  spirit  of  Paul's  words  to 
Timothy,  "  Study  to  show  thyself  approved  unto 
God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth."     Bro.  Lute  ,    ' 


jfn 
here  in  the 
work. 


ill  for  the  tin 


decrease 


workers 


:ity,  but  he  is  preparing  for  the  Lord's 


553,  Royal  E.  Eisenbi: 
Givler,  349  Eleventh  St 
555,  Addie  F.  Kaylor 
Fannie  B.  Gibbel,  Altru 
Clara  E.  Chaney,  1368  N.  Calho 
Md. 

The  following  name  we  add  to  our  list  of  Local 
Secretaries;  Emma  Geib,  Mastersonville,  Pa. 

Below  we  give  a  few 

THOUGHTS  SUGGF.STED. 

by  some  of  the  correspondence  that  has  come   to 
our  secretary's  office. 

A  brother  from  Michigan  writes  that  a  number  of 
members  in  his  neighborhood  are  interested  in  Our 
Missionary  Reading  Circle  but  are  not  able  to  buy 
the  books.  He  asks  if  certificates  will  be  issued  to 
members  who  do  not  buy  the'books,  but  borrow 
them  from  others  and  read  them.  On  this  point 
we  have  this  to  say:  Every  one  who  can  do  go, 


twenty  cents,  let  the  local 
Local  Secretary  solicit  peni 
butions  to  pay  the  fee  for  them. 

Or,  again,  if  you  prefer  not  to  buy  the  books  as 
a  local  organization,  you  can  adopt  this  plan:  Have 
a  meeting  of  all  those  located  conveniently  near 
each  other  who  do  not  feel  like  buying  all  the  books. 
In  that  meeting  agree  among  yourselves  which 
one,  two  or  three  books  each  member  will  buy,  so 
arranging  your  purchases  that  one  copy  of  each  of 
the  twelve  books  is  bought  by  some  one  or  more  of 
your  number,  so  that  you  will  thus  have  an  entire 
set  of  books  in  the  neighborhood.  Then,  by  ex- 
changing books,  each  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
reading  the  entire  course. 

And  let  me  urge  here,  in  this  connection,  that  ev- 
ery member  who  owns  the  books,  or  any  number  of 
them,  and  especially  the  Local  Secretaries,  should 
seek  opportunities  to  loan  their  books  to  any  who 
might  be  glad  to,  or  could  be  induced  to  read 
them.  Whether  or  not  your  neighbors  be  members 
of  the  Brethren  church,  or  any  church,  get  them  in- 
terested in  missionary  reading,  get  them  to  join  the 
Circle  and  read  the  Circle  course. 

A  brother  from  Baltimore,  Md  ,  sends  in  a  new 
member  and  says:  "  This  makes  eleven  members 
for  the  Circle  from  our  little  band  of  workers  here 
in  Baltimore.  If  we  had  that  number  from  every 
congregation,  or  out  of  every  one  hundred  members 
of  the  Brethren  church,  see  what  a  nice  little  num- 
ber we  would  have, — just  about  9,000, — as  there  are 
about  90,000  members  in  our  church,  I  believe  it  is 
estimated.  Why  can  we  not  get  10,000  members  to 
join  our  Circle?  I  believe  with  real  active  Local 
Secretaries  it  can  be  done." 

Of  course  it  can.  This  brother  is  right.  And 
now  as  the  long  winter  evenings  approach,  let 
there  be  increased  activity  upon  the  part  of  our 
Local  Secretaries  and  others,  in  securing  new  mem- 
bers. Thousands  upon  thousands  of  pag- 
ing  matter  of  some  kind  will  be  read  c 
coming  winter.  Every  reader  whom  w 
the  right  direction  now  will  be  greatly  bl 
self  and  will  reflect  the  blessing  upc 
Thus,  by  a  very  little  effort,  we  may  accomplish  an 
immeasurable  amount  of  good.     Let's  try! 

NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAQO  MISSION. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

"I  THINK  so  much  of  my  girls  and  hope  that  soor 
they  may  be  enrolled  on  the  list  of  church  work 
ers,"  are  the  words  of  a  Sunday  school  teacher  who 
sends  a  contribution  from  her  class  of  twelve  girls. 
God  will  bless  you,  dear  girls,  in  thus  helping  on 
his  work.  Your  teacher  loves  you  too,  and  desires 
that  you  be  numbered  among  God's  children.  Do 
not  disappoint  her  and,  most  of  all,  do  not  disap- 
point your  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ.  Surely 
your  Sunday  school  teacher  is  a  soul-winner. 
Not  every  teacher  is.  Jesus  was  both.  Teacher, 
do  you  labor  earnestly  and  prayerfully  that  your 
boys  and  girls  in  your  class  may  come  to  Christ,  or 
do  you  simply  ask  and  answer  questions?  What  is 
your  object  in  teaching?  Do  you  ever  talk  to 
your  class  of  their  privileges  and  their  duties? 
How  we  hesitate  to  speak  of  our  best  interest! 
What  timidity  we  show  when  we  would  speak  of 
our  best  friend!  Let  us  do  the  mission  work  that 
lies  next  to  us.  May  we  lead  those  with  whom  we 
come  in  contact  daily  and  weekly,  individually  and 
definitely  to  Christ. 

At  our  recent  church'meeting.fone  of^our  breth- 
ren,  Orman    H,    Lutz,   was    called   to  the   minis 


Work  is  scarce  in  the  city,  and  the  cry  of  "hard 
times  "  is  general.  Women  are  seen  going  from 
door  to  door  trying  to  get  work  to  pay  rent.  Oth- 
ers come  and  offer  their  services  for  food  and  cloth- 
ing. Many  must  be  sent  away  hopeless.  Fuel  is 
high  and  the  winter  is  coming  on.  May  "God 
temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb!"  May  it  be 
the  prayer  of  those  who  have  the  comforts  of  life, 
"  O  Lord,  what  shall  we  render  for  all  thy  benefits 
towards  us?  " 

660  S.  Ashland  Ave..  Chicago,  III. 


AUTUMN  LEAVES. 


CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 


The  cool- 


Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall,  as 
read,  "  To  everything  there  is  a  seas 
ing  autumn  breeze  paints  the  leaves  in  roseate  col- 
ors. In  their  brightness  they  fall,  like  flakes  of 
light,  to  the  ground.  The  wintery  winds  kiss  the 
last  pale  flowers,  that  look  from  out  their  sunny 
nook  at  the  sky.  The  ash  trees  grow  crimson  in 
color,  the  sturdy  oaks  wear  faces  of  orange,  scar- 
let, and  golden  brown.  The  silvery  greenness  of 
the  maple  leaves  seems  to  catch  the  glories  of  the 
orange  and  scarlet  sunset. 

On  the  mountainside  the  tall  trees  seem  like 
groups  of  giant  kings  in  red  and  gold,  guarding  the 
enchanted  ground  of  the  colored  landscape.  The 
woods  of  autumn  have  put  on  their  glory.  "  Tie 
forest  depths  are  bright,  and  the  sunny-colored 
foliage  in  the  breeze  twinkles  like  beams  of  light. '« 

Surely,  to  all  thinking  minds,  the  gradual  chang- 
ing of  the  color  of  the  leaves  should  be  a  reminrfe 
of  the  change  in  our  lives,  from  childhood  to 
youth,  and  from  youth  to  old  age.  It  should  teach 
us  to  remember  our  Creator  in  the  days  of  our 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh,  when  we  shall  say,  I  have  no  pleasure 
in  them.    Eccl.  12:  1. 

Middletown,  Pa. 


COUNSEL  TO  CONVERTS. 


3e  sure  that  you  have  turned  away  fron 


every 


Be  sure  that  you  have  accepted  Christ,  not  only 
as  your  Savior,  but  also  as  exemplar,  pattern  and 
guide. 

If  you  have  wronged  any  one,  take  every  possi- 
ble step  to  make  it  right. 

Pray  much.    Take  all  doubtful  things  to  God  i» 
prayer.     Have  set  times  for  prayer, 
e    especially   guarded    against 


faults. 


your    besetting 
f    not,   bravely 


Avoid  temptation  if  possible; 
meet  it,  trusting  in  God's  grace. 

Seek  the  society  and  counsel 
Christians,  especially  your  pastor. 

Be   unselfish.     Do    not   think    too    much 


f    experience" 
.bout 


you 


self. 


Atte 


By  all  means  have  your  church  home, 
upon  its  services.     Help  sustain  them. 

Bear  testimony  for  Christ  in  public  and  p» 
Seek  some  Christian  work.     Learn  to  love  it.    ^ 

Never  be  satisfied  till  you  have  won  som 
to  Christ  and  Christian  life.  .    tne 

Study   the   Bible.     Learn   to    love    it  {, 

teaching  of  the  New  Testament  be  sufficient 
ity  for  you. 

Avoid  trashy  literature.     Read  the  best. 

Be  earnest  and  content  with  the  work  in  .& 


I  gr«»t' 


e  earnest  : 
Remember  that  he  that  ruleth  his  own 
than  he  that  taketh  a  city. 
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General  Missionary  <§  Tract  Department 

Coihmittee:-- 

E.  Ebv.  Chairman Booth  Kansas. 

D.  L.  Miller.  Vice-chairman  and  Treasurer. .  .  Mount  Morris.  111. 

S.  F.  Sanger Bridgewater,  Va. 

S.  R.  ZUG Mastersonville.  Pa. 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill.  Ohio. 

Sr-AU  money  and  correspondence  intended  for  any  of  the  missions  un- 
der the  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 
addressed    to    General   Missionary  and  Tract   Committer.    Mount 


M,.r 


CITY  WORK  BY  THE  BRETHREN. 


This  seems  to  be  one  of  the  perplexing  problems 
in  our  Brotherhood  to-day.  It  is  perplexing  be- 
cause we  lack  experience,  because  we  lack  conse- 
crated means,  and  perhaps  most  of  all  because  we 
lack  consecrated  workers. 

Our  lack  of  experience  causes  mistakes  that 
sometimes  chill  the  zeal  of  those  who  consecrate 
means  to  the  work,  but  worst  of  all  of  those  who  con- 
secrate life  and  soul  to  the  work.  Knowing  our 
lack  of  experience  in  city  work,  should  make  us 
willing  to  learn  from  churches  or  denominations 
whose  experience  have  made  them  successful 
workers. 

Some  are  ready  to  say  that  it  is  the  doctrine  that 
is  at  fault.  They  say  that  it  is  too  simple,  and  too 
self-sacrificing  to  ever  take  hold  of  city  people. 
The  Sisters  of  Charity  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  demonstrated  the  fallacy  of  such  an  argu- 
ment. The  cities  are  full  of  them  and  they  are 
very  plain,  yet  very  highly  respected. 

Others  say  that  city  people  are  too  proud,  too 
much  for  fashion  to  ever  accept  our  doctrine.  This 
is  not  true  for  no  people  would  be  more  glad  to  get 
out  from  under  the  iron  heel  of  fashion  than  many 
of  our  city  people  if  they  could  only  see  how  to  do 
so.  They  would  gladly  welcome  a  plain  people  if 
there  would  only  be  a  practical  way  opened  to 
them. 

We  have  been  idle  too  long  in  these  great  fields, 
and  we  must  pay  for  our  lack  of  experience  by 
being  content  to  learn  something  from  our  failures, 
more  from  our  feeble  success,  more  still  from 
the  success  of  others.  Building  churchhouses  in 
our  cities  is  one  of  the  practical  problems  that 
meets  us  to-day.  To  know  just  what  part  of  the 
city  to  locate  the  proposed  house  of  worship,  or 
just  what  kind  of  a  house  to  build  are  questions 
that  will  help  to  determine  our  success  or  our  fail- 
ure in  city  work. 

We  often  seem  to  fail  to  realize  the  difference  be- 
tween building  up  a  congregation  and  building  a 
church.  To  build  a  churchhouse  is  a  very  small 
part  of  city  work.  Consecration  of  means  is  all 
that  is  needed  to  build  churchhouses  but  church- 
houses  are  no  use  without  consecrated  workers. 
There  must  be  real  soul-winners,  else  the  work 
must  fail. 

A  good  churchhouse  and  a  good,  earnest  preach- 
er are  both  very  necessary  to  successful  work  in 
the  city. 

However  much  depends  upon  these,  we  must  re- 
member that  it  takes  people  to  make  a  congregation, 
without  which  our  churchhouse  is  an  u 
appendage!  No  man,  nor  committee  of 
ever  wise,  can  come  into  a  city  and  stake  off  the 
lot  on  which  a  churchhouse  can  be  built,  to  the  best 
advantage.  By  mere  accident  the  right  locality 
might  be  selected  but  the  chances  are  against 
choosing  the  right  spot.  When  a  new  town  or  city 
15  starting  up  a  lot  can  be  selected  and  a  church- 
house built  without  much  risk  of  failure.  We 
ought  to  be  starting  with  the  new  towns  and  cities, 
but  to  come  into  a  city  that  is  already  full  of 
churches  and  church-going  people  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent and  a  much  more  difficult  problem. 

!t  seems  to  me  that 
notion  that  a  churchhou 
'"  c'ty  missions.     Breth 


cessary 


dies,  and  why?  Our  best  workers  are  placer 
in  charge  of  the  churchhouse  but  they  sooi 
freeze  out,  and  why?  Because  a  churchhouse  is 
not  a  congregation,  and  it  cannot  make  a  congrega 
tion. 

When  we  look  at  experienced  workers  in  other 
denominations  we  find  that  they  do  not  come  into 
city  with  a  locating  committee  when  they  want  to 
do  city  mission  work.     They  go  into  a  city  or  t 
with   a  few   consecrated   workers   and  they  go  to 
work. 

I  know  of  one  instance  where  they  rented  an  old 
cooper  shop,  put  a  consecrated  worker  in  charge 
of  the  work  in  that  part  of  the  city,  worked  up  a 
good  Sunday  school,  kept  it  running  for  about  four 
years,  holding  a  series  of  meetings  each  winter  in 
the  old  shop.  Last  winter  they  made  over  a  hun- 
dred converts  in  the  old  cooper  shop.  They  are 
now  talking  about  building  a  chapel  of  their  own. 
The  plan  is  to  build  something  small  but  substan- 
tial and  as  the  congregation  grows,  enlarge. 

In  the  last  year  I  have  visited  a  number  of  mis- 
sion points,  successfully  carried  on  by  other  de- 
nominations, and  I  find  them  holding  cottage 
prayer  meetings,  with  persons  who  will  give  them 
the  privilege  to  meet  in  their  house  during  some 
week  evening.  Out  of  these  cottage  prayer  meet- 
ings they  grow  up  an  interest,  rent  a  vacant  room 
and  start  up  a  little  Sunday  school.  Some  one  is 
put  in  charge  of  the  school  and  perhaps  not  ovei 
five  blocks  away  another  work  of  the  same  kind  i: 
started.  These  little  feeders  grow  into  a  missioi 
point,  when  a  larger  room  or  hall  is  rented  and  regu 
lar  services  held.  This  mission  point  grows  into  1 
little  congregation  and  then  a  churchhouse  begins 
to  be  talked  about.  If  the  congregation  is  not  de- 
veloped there  is  no  churchhouse  built.  We  musl 
learn  to  put  more  consecrated  workers  into  the  field 
develop  little  bands  of  workers,  and  build  our  con 
gregations,  or  at  least  a  good  nucleus  for  them,  be- 
fore we  try  to  build  a  churchhouse.  Then  tht 
churchhouse  will  locate  itself.  There  will  then  be  nc 
danger  of  a  wrong  location  for  our  house.  We  would 
better  have  a  congregation  and  no  house  than  to  have 
a  house  and  no  congregation. 

Some  say  we  must  give  our  work  a  show  of  per- 
manency by  building  a  house.  In  most  cases  a 
slio-w  of  permanency  is  all  it  ever  gets. 

Don't  build  for  show  but  build  only  when  actual 
necessity  demands  a  house,  but  always  do  build 
when  necessity  calls  for  a  house.  Our  brethren  not 
only  kill  their  work  in  a  city  when  they  build  a 
church  and  let  the  cause  die,  because  they  cannot 
get  a  congregation,  but  they  kill  the  interest  in  our 
country  churches.  Our  mistakes  tend  to  weaken 
the  faith  of  our  brethren  in  the  cause  of  city  mis- 
Let  us  not  be  discouraged  because  of  past  mis- 
takes but  let  us  improve  our  methods  of  work. 


ir  failures  are  due  to  the 
is  a  big  half  of  the  work 

often  think  that  if  they 

Th"     °nIyhavea  house,  the  work  would  prosper. 
n=  house   is   built  and  the  work  drags  along   or 


PRAY  YE  THEREFORE  THE  LORD  OF  THE 
HARVEST. 

BY    LEVI  TROSTLE. 

"Then  saith  he  unto  his  disciples,  The  harvest  is  plenteous 
but  the  laborers  are  few.  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the 
harvest  that  he  will  send  forth  laborers  into  his  harvest."— 
Matt.  9:  37,  38. 

I  WAS  impressed  with  the  force  of  this  language 
more  than  ever,  while,  in  company  with  my  brother, 
J.  D.  Trostle,  we  spent  about  six  weeks  in  Okla- 
loma  Territory,  visiting  the  isolated  churches  and 
nembers.  We  traveled  about  800  miles  in  private 
onveyance,  which  afforded  us  ample  opportunity 
.f  learning  their  condition. 

We  found  the  people  to  be  above  an  average 
a  intellect,  interest,  and  deportment.  We  found 
hurches  without  a  minister,  exceedingly  anxious  for 
spiritual  help.  At  some  places  members  located 
because  they  had  fair  promise  of  ministerial  help, 
but  have  been  disappointed.  Not  a  few  are  so  iso- 
lated that  they  have  not  had  a  sermon  by  the 
Brethren  for  years,  but  heard  of  a  number  who 
would  be  glad  to  join  the  church  at  the  first  oppor- 


tunity. Then,  to  see  how  they  enjoy  a  visit  from 
the  Brethren,  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  plente- 
ousness  and  ripeness  of  the  harvest. 

There  are  many  more  members  scattered  over  the 
Territory  than  we  had  any  idea  of,  but  generally 
limited  financially  at  present,  having  gone  there 
with  little  or  no  means,  and  markets  and  prices  be- 
ing unfavorable;  yet  many  are  hopeful  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

Verse  38  says,  "  Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  that  he  will  send  forth  labourers  into 
the  harvest."  We  should  remember  that  this  is  a 
command,  as  welt  as  the  "Go  ye  therefore,"  of 
Matt.  28:  19,  and  when  we  combine  the  two,  as  they 
belong  together  in  the  great  work  of  salvation,  and 
they  apply  to  every  believer  in  Christ,  we  find  that 
each  one  is  responsible  in  some  way  or  other. 

Then  we  should  remember,  too,  that  our  prayers 
are  effectual  only  as  we  do  in  harmony  with  them. 
To  pray  for  laborers  and  not,  in  some  substantial 
way,  work  or  aid  in  sending  them,  would  simply 
mean  failure. 

Let  us,  the  true  followers  of  Christ,  awaken  to  a 
more  faithful  discharge  of  duty  in  the  great  trust 
committed  to  the  church,  for  the  harvest  is  not 
only  plenteous  but  great  in  importance  and  rich- 
ness, in  the  broadest  sense.  Each  one  shall  only 
reap  as  he  sows.  It  would  be  sad  if  it  should  be  a 
harvest  of  neglect. 

HOW  THE  LORD  HELPED  ME. 

BY    MATTIE    MILLER. 

Oct.  16,  1894,  I  was  taken  sick.  We  lived  in  the  1 
country  at  that  time,  and  I  was  persuaded  by  my 
husband  to  move  to  the  City,  as  I  had  a  sister  liv- 
ing there,  who,  it  was  thought,  would  be  company 
for  me.  I  was  placed  under  the  doctor's  care  until 
December.  Then  I  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and 
as  I  received  but  little  or  no  help  there,  I  was 
again  taken  to  my  home.  The  doctor  was  again 
called,  but  he  said  he  had  no  hopes  of  my  recov- 
ery, and  that  my  husband  should  try  to  make 
things  as  comfortable  for  me  as  possible. 

Sometime  after  I  improved  somewhat,  so  that  I 
could  sit  up  some,  but  in  the  fall  I  grew  worse 
again,  and  began  to  think  that  I  could  not  recov- 
er. I  had  been  a  member  of  a  church  for  some 
time,  but  now  I  was  not  satisfied  and  began  to  read 
and  study  my  Bible.  I  was  soon  convinced  that 
the  practice  of  my  church  was  not  according  to  the 
Word  of  God. 

One  evening  I  chanced  to  pick  up  a  Kansas  City 
paper  and  saw  where  the  Dunkers  were  going  to 
have  meeting.  I  requested  my  husband  to  go  and 
invite  their  minister  to  come  to  visit  me.  In  the 
afternoon  brethren  Wise  and  Crist  came  and  taught 
me  the  way  of  life  more  perfectly. 

Dec.  16,  1895,  a  box  was  prepared  just  outside 
the  house,  in  which  I  was  baptized,  after  which  I 
was  anointed  according  to  the  Bible.  I  now  felt 
fully  resigned  to  the  will  of  my  Heavenly  Father. 
Soon  after  I  recovered  somewhat  for  a  while;  then 
I  grew  worse  again.  The  doctor  was  again  called, 
but  as  before  gave  me  no  encouragement.  I  was 
too  weak  to  sit  up  in  bed  and  my  back  had  become 
sore  from  lying  so  long.  Now  I  well  knew  that, 
unless  1  got  help  from  some  source,  I  must  soon  go 
hence,  and  as  I  would  turn  to  my  Bible  and  read 
the  many  promises  to  those  who  trust  God,  I 
was  made  to  think  it  was  my  fault  and  not  the 
Lord's.  He  says,  "  If  ye  shall  ask  anything  in  my 
name  I  will  do  it."    John  14:  14. 

Aug.  10,  1896,  I  prayed  to  be  healed  and  the 
Lord  heard  my  prayer.  I  got  up  and  walked  from 
one  room  "to  another.  My  pain  was  all  gone. 
/,  after  one  week,  I  can  walk  one  block, — praise 
his  holy  name!  I  feel  that  I  cannot  tell  the  love  of 
Jesus  too  often,  and  what  he  has  done  for  me! 

I  find  the  Gospel  Messenger  a  good  companion 
and  a  wise  counselor,  and  bid  it  God-speed  with  its 
message  of  love  to  those  who  are  seeking  after 
truth. 

1138  Wood  Ave.,  Kansas  City,  Ka/is. 
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The  man  who  can  say,  "  God  is  my  strength," 
and  lives  it  out  practically,  will  never  despair. 

Bho.  Samuel  Sprankel  writes  that  he  will  have 
something  to  say  next  week  concerning  the  rail- 
road arrangements  for  the  District  Meeting  of 
Northeastern  Ohio. 


He  sure  to  order  your  supply  of  Quarterlies  and 
other  Sunday  school  supplies  in  time  for  the  open- 
ing of  next  quarter.  We  have  a  full  stock  on  hand 
and  all  orders  are  filled  at  once. 


It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  very  few  of  the 
great  minds  of  this  country  have  come  from  the 
city,  or  the  cradle  of  the  rich.  The  farm  and  the 
workshop  have  supplied  by  far  the  largest  number 
of  our  eminent  men. 

:thods  into  your  relig- 
tting  a  little  religious 
is  still   better.     Chris- 
far  as 


Getting  good  buu.u. 

f  be  all  right,  but  putting  a  li 


ion,  may 


method  into  your  business  is  still  bett 
tianity  will  prove  lo  be  a  power  only  in 
you  make  it  a  part  of  your  daily  life. 

Some  people  think  that  a  sermon  is  best  when  it 
misses  them  and  hits  everybody  else.  That  is  a 
.mistake.  Only  so  far  as  a  sermon  will  apply  to 
our  evcry-day  life,  and  cause  us  to  become  better, 
has  it  filled  its  true  purpose  and  mission. 


The  Ministerial  List  for  the  1897  Almanac  has 
been  corrected  up  to  and  including  Sept.  15.  As 
we  have  given  ample  time  for  all  corrections  to  be 
sent  in,  we  trust  that  the  List  will  be  found  as  near- 
ly correct  as  it  could  be  made  with  the  information 
furnished.  

Several  changes  in  the  dates  of  love  feast  an- 
nouncements reached  us  t^o  late  to  make  the 
change  in  the  proper  columns.  We  thereto 
give  them  here:  Round  Mountain  church,  Ark., 
changed  from  Oct.  1 7  to  24.  Quinter,  Kans., 
changed  from  Oct.  10  to  Sept.  ig, 


Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  is  conducting  a  refresh- 
ing series  of  meetings  at  Lanark.  So  far,  seven 
have  been  baptized  and  one  has  applied  for  restora- 
tion. The  congregations  are  large,  and,  at  times, 
more  than  the  house  will  hold.  May  the  Lord  still 
further   bless   the   meetings   to   the  conversion   of 


"  I  would  like  a  place  that  don't  require  much 
work,"  said  a  young  man  to  Henry  Ward  Beecher. 
"  Well,"  he  replied,  "  I  know  of  no  place  for  you 
but  the  grave."  This  idea  of  seeking  ease,  instead 
of  usefulness,  has  been  the  reason  of  many  a  fail- 
ure.    God  has  no  use  for  the  idler. 


The  man  who  spends  three  dollars  to  take  his 
wife,  himself,  and  four  children  to  the  show,  and 
then  gives  but  twenty-five  cents  to  help  keep  up 
church  expenses,  may  have  his  name  on  the  book 
in  the  meetinghouse,  but  he  can  rest  assured  that 
there  is  a  blue  mark  run  through  it  on  the  book 
above.  The  Lord  has  no  use  for  that  kind  of  men, 
not  even  in  this  world,  let  alone  in  the  world  to 
come.  

The  most  judicious  way  of  helping  any  one  is  to 
put  him  in  the  way  of  helping  himself.  This  gives 
him  self-reliance,  relieves  him  of  the  degradation 
of  dependence,  and  makes  him  feel  that  he  is  a 
man,— able  to  take  care  of  himself.  Most  of  the 
charity,  indiscriminately  given,  is  no  benefit  to  the 
recipient,  because  it  encourages  shiftlessness  and 
dependence  upon  others  for  what  they  should  do 

for  themselves.      

We  hear  a  good  deal,  nowadays,  about  hard 
times,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  where  the  re- 
trenching process  commences,  From  late  reports 
of  different  missionary  societies,  it  appears  that 
most  people  cut  down  their  church  contributions 
first,— long  before  they  think  about  economizing  in 
their  manner  of  living,  which  would  often  admit  of 
some  curtailing  to  great  advantage  both  temporal- 
ly and  spiritually. 


The  long  winter  evenings  afford  plenty  of  time  to 
ad,  and  we  would  urge  all  parents  to  provide  an 
abundance  of  reading  matter  for  their  families.  A 
good  book  or  paper  has  a  great  molding  power,  es- 
pecially upon  the  young,  and  if  you  provide  good 
literature,  the  trashy  novel,  with  its  pernicious  in- 
fluence will  be  crowded  out.  Our  new  book  cata- 
logue will  soon  be  ready,  and  will  contain  a  fine  se- 
lection of  good  books. 


Bro.  James  M.  Neff,  Covington,  Ohio,  writes  us 
that  his  dear  wife  passed  into  the  other  world  last 
Saturday  afternoon.  Sister  Neff  had  been  in  poor 
health  for  many  months,  and  her  death  was  not  un- 

pected.  While  at  the  Mount  she  greatly  en- 
deared herself  to  many,  and  her  friends  everywhere 
will  regret  to  learn  of  her  death.  To  Bro.  Neff  we 
extend  our  profound  sympathies.  God  alone  can 
comfort  at  the  time  of  such  a  great  b< 


An  aged  minister,  of  fine  ability,  one  time  told 
us  that  a  preacher  should  always  do  his  very  best 
when  before  the  public.  He  then  added  that  a 
minister  cannot  do  his  best  very  long.  The  strain 
is  too  heavy.  Now  and  then  a  man  can  do  his 
best  for  one  hour,  but  not  many  can  hold  out  that 
long  and  do  justice  to  their  subject,  therefore  said 
he,  "  A  minister  should  never  preach  any  longer 
than  he  can  do  his  best."  This  is  good  advice  for 
any  minister. 

Here  is  something  to  think  about.  The  Govern- 
ment pensions  the  disabled  soldier,  and  even  looks 
after  his  dependent  widow  and  family.  What  is 
the  church  doing  for  those  of  her  ministers  who 
have  borne  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  in  the 
front  ranks  of  the  battle?  Many  have  spent  all 
their  living  while  earnestly  engaged  in  the  Lord's 
work.  What  do  we  propose  to  do  in  this  matter? 
This  is  a  personal  question  to  you,  brother  and  sister. 
How  will  you  answer  it? 


In  our  western  way  of  putting  it,  we  must  say, 
that  in  his  article  this  week,  on  "  City  Work,"  Bro. 
McCann  "  hits  the  nail  square  on  the  head."  We 
need  earnest  workers  in  our  cities,  and  these  will 
find  a  place  for  a  house  of  worship,  and  pave  the 
way  to  get  it.  In  some  of  our  city  work  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  we  have  started  at  the  wrong  end. 


In  another  column  mention  is  made  of  a  mission- 
ary, who,  after  devoting  nearly  one-third  of  his 
time  to  mission  work,  found  himself  Sioo  short 
on  his  home  expenses,— all  because  he  had  been 
away  from  home  on  the  Master's  business.  Our 
heart  was  touched  as  we  thought  of  the  great  self- 
denial  of  this  dear  brother  and  the  many  prlva 
tions  he  must  endure,  simply  because  others  are  en- 
deavoring lo  "  sail  to  heaven  on  flowery  beds  of 
ease."  How  will  the  record  stand  on  the  great  day 
of  accounts? 


n  /mportant 
Prompt 


A  well-conducted  song  sen 
part  of  worship,  and  its  great  value  should 
more  of  our  congregations  to  take  especial  p'ains'to 
thoroughly   instruct   the    members   in    the    art 
song.    A  small   investment   in  a  supply   0f  Son 
Books  or  Hymnals  will  yield  a  rich  return. 

Let  us  all  endeavor  to  be  more  kind.  There  " 
not  much  danger  of  carrying  it  too  far,  if  you  are 
guided  by  good  common  sense.  However  kind 
and  thoughtful  you  may  be,  the  day  will  come 
when  you  will  wish  you  had  been  kinder'fstill 
Thoughtful  kindness  to  the  living  is  ^better  than 
tears  for  the  dead. 


In  speaking  of  the  power,  manifested  by  Christ 
upon  those  who  heard  him,  a  minister  recently 
said:  "Jesus  'spake  as  never  man  spake,'  because 
he  prayed  as  never  man  prayed."  In  thinking 
about  this  utterance  we  see  the  secret  of  the  won- 
derful grace  and  influence  of  his  words.  It  is  a  se- 
cret which  he  kindly  shares  with  his  servants. 
Those  who  have  the  closest,  dearest  communion 
with  him  at  the  mercy-seat,  have  the  greatest  power 
to  sway  the  hearts  of  men. 

Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  the  best  place 
to  commence  a  revival  is  right  in  your  own  heart? 
Sometimes  we  hold  meetings  week  after  week  — 
even  send  off  for  a  noted  evangelist,— and  yet 
there  is  not  the  result  we  anticipated.  We  may 
wonder  what  is  the  reason,  and  yet  it  may  be  near 
by, — even  at  our  doors, — and  God  may  be  with- 
holding the  blessing,  because  there  is  "sin  in  the 
camp."  God  help  us  to  remove  the  "  leaven  of 
malice  "  and  dedicate  ourselves  anew  to  his  service! 


All  reasonable  efforts  should  be  made  to  render 
prayer  meetings  as  interesting  and  as  instructive  as 
possible.  This  can  best  be  done  by  all  present 
taking  at  least  some  part.  There  should  be  short 
talks  and  plenty  of  them.  Long  talks  at  a  prayer 
meeting  are  very  much  out  of  place.  Five  minutes 
is  long  enough  for  any  one  to  talk,  but  a  three- 
minute  talk  is  better.  Then  let  there  be  a  number 
of  short  songs  and  a  few  earnest  prayers.  At  3 
prayer  meeting  everything  should  be  earnest,  short, 
and  to  the  point. 


Parents  should  do  their  utmost  to  render  their 
homes  bright  and  cheerful.  Children  should  not 
be  reared  in  a  gloomy  home,  devoid  of  any  attrac- 
tions. Let  the  surroundings  be  orderly  and  as  in- 
viting as  circumstances  will  permit.  Of  evenings 
let  the  rooms  for  general  use  be  well  lighted,  and  the 
whole  family  be  encouraged  to  read  and  converse 
freely.  All  unkind  words  should  be  dispensed 
with  and  smiles  should  take  the  place  of  frowns, 
To  accomplish  this  will  require  efforts,  but  it  is  im- 
portant that  the  efforts  should  be  made. 


Sometimes  it  is  quite  difficult  to  know  just  what 
we  are  fitted  for  and  what  we  ought  to  do,  but  most 
people  find  out  before  they  die  that  God  did  not 
intend  them  to  be  great.  The  lark  can  never  be  an 
eagle,  but  can  sing  sweetly  nevertheless.  The  lark 
should  not  be  ambitious  to  be  an  eagle,  nor  disap- 
pointed because  it  cannot  be,  but  it  should  be  am- 
bitious to  soar  and  sing  as  a  lark  may.  No  man 
need  think  his  life  a  failure  because  he  does  not  be- 
come what  men  call  great.  He  does  fail,  however, 
if  he  does  not  make  an  effort  to  become  useful  and 


From  time  to  time  reference  has  been  made  to 
the  fact  that  flourishing  congregations  are  frequent- 
ly left  without  any  minister,  simply  because  those 
who  have  been  chosen  to  the  holy  calling  see  fit  to 
move  elsewhere.  There  are  congregations  with 
good  meetinghouses,  which  are  reported  witno 
ministerial  help.  While  there  may  be  lawful  rea- 
sons that  would'make  it  advisable  for  a  minister  0 
change  his  field  of  labor,  yet  we  doubt  whether  a 
merely  monetary  consideration  should  have  suffi- 
cient weight,  to  cause  a  minister  to  leave  a  flocK 
and  go  elsewhere.  The  call  to  the  ministry,  > 
seems  to  us,  im|  lies  an  obligation  to  the  flock  that 
should  not  be  lightly  disregarded. 
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While  Bro.  Moore  is  taking  a  few  days'  vaca- 
tion, we  have  a  chance  to  say  something  that,  per- 
haps, he  would  not  feel  like  saying  about  him- 
self,—Don't  be  afraid  that  you  will  spoil  him 
with  a  word  of  encouragement!  If  the  Messenger 
is  a  help  to  you,  spiritually,  tell  him  so.  If  you 
think  there  should  be  some  articles  on  a  special 
line  of  thought,  prepare  a  good,  carefully-written 
essay.  Nothing  pleases  an  editor  better  than  to 
have  a  wide-awake  corps  of  contributors.  We 
would  add,  right  here,  that  Bro.  Moore  has  re- 
turned from  his  North  Dakota  trip  and  promised  a 
sketch  of  his  trip  for  the  next  issue.  We  predict  it 
will  be  interesting.  Bro.  Amick  (at  the  date  of 
writing,  Sept.  15)  has  not  yet  returned.  We  trust 
that  the  short  outing  will  give  both  of  our  brethren 
renewed  vigor  for  their  arduous  labors. 


THE    GOSPEL    MrESSEZCTO-IEiR,. 


! 


There  are  people  in  the  church  who  do  not  exer- 
cise even  as  much  wisdom  as  those  of  the  world. 
The  politician  keeps  posted  by  means  of  the  paper 
that  advocates  the  ideas  he  is  endeavoring  to  up- 
hold; the  mechanic  reads  his  trade  paper;  the  far- 
mer, the  agricultural  journal,  etc.  But  we  are  sor- 
ry to  say  that  there  are  church  members.— heads  of 
families, — and  with  many  children  growing  up 
around  them  who  do  not  take  any  religious  paper. 
Their  tables  are  bare  of  books  and  papers,  and  their 
heads  are  bare  of  religious  ideas.  How  can  a  man 
expect  to  keep  up  with  the  thought  and  advance- 
ment of  the  day  who  is  wholly  out  of  touch  with 
the  key  to  modern  knowledge?  The  religious  pa- 
per is  the  public  inspector  of  the  progress  of  the 
age.  It  is  the  advance  spy,  the  doctrinal  search- 
light, the  trumpet  blast  of  alarm  that  insures  a 
timely  warning  and  a  sure  defense.  There  is  noth- 
ing that  can  take  the  place  of  the  religious  paper 
in  the  home,  and  no  father,  mother  or  guardian  can 
be  true  to  the  children  entrusted  to  them  unless  a 
religious  paper  visits  those  homes. 


WHEN  IT  HAPPENED. 

Through  the  kindness  of  C.  J.  Harmon 
,  Iowa,  I  am  a  reader  of  the  Gospel  Messei. 
to  say  that  the  spirit  of  meekness  with  which 
been  a  great  help  to  me  in  bringing  my  will 
the  will  of  God  and  in  humbling  myself  und 
hand  of  God,  but  I  must  say  that  I  am  suraris, 


of  Bladensburg, 

ER  and  am  free 

t  is  pervaded  has 

ibjection  to 

the  mighty 

the  way 


you  seemingly  try  to  pervert  the  Scripture  in  your  editorial  „, 
issue  of  July  18,  1S96,  to  make  it  fit  one  of  your  peculiar  (a 
beautiful  word  when  properly  used  as  regards  a  Christian) 
ceremonies;  it  does  seem  to  me  that  you  are  "  blinded." 

In  order  that  you  may  see  differently,  or  point  out  to  me  my 
error,  I  will  ask  that  you  read  carefully:  Ex.  12;  Matt.  26:  17- 
26  inclusive;  Mark  t4:  12-22,  inclusive;  Luke  22:  7-18.  Care- 
lully  study  Ex.  12:  3,  6,  14,  15  and  18;  Matt.  26:  17,  26;  Mark 
■4:  12,  22;  Luke  22:  7,  14,  15.  In  the  last  quotation  mark  the 
words  -  must  be  killed  "  (v.  7),  «  hour  was  come  "  (v.  14),  and 
„  ".'  thls  Passover  "  (v.  15).     Then  mark  the  words  in  Ex.  12, 

0  Kill  it  in  the  evening  "  (v.  6);  the  whole  of  verse  18,  and 
hrst  day  of  the  feast  "  (Matt.  26:  17)  and  compare  John  12: 

23.  33  and  33,  with  John  13:  1,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  you 
must  acknowledge  that  you  are  in  error  as  to  the  "  feet-wash- 
<"g  and  as  to  the  time  "  when  Jesus,  our  passover,  expired 
on  the  cross,"  and  the  killing  of  the  '■  lambs  in  the  temple." 

"now  nothing  of  this  "  Gospel  Trumpet,  nor  of  what  it  con- 
limed,  but  if  it  "  reviled"  you  "  blessed  are  ye?  in  so  far  as  it 
"M  "  for  Christ's  sake  "  (against  truth). 

do  not  wish  to  take  issue  with  you  on  the  subject  of  "  feet- 
«all  T,','  bU'  Wi"  Say  thi"  if  "  WaS  a"  examP'c  f°r  "s  f  (Ut- 
uud       1  ,W'~~aS  WaS  ,be  Supper  (c°mmunion),  we  should 

ress  (    lay  aside  "  our  garments)  tie  a  towel  about  us  and 

1  <"  water  into  a  basin,  etc.,  just  as  he  did.  Then  it  would 
«a  question  as  to  whether  it  was  hard  or  soft  water  that 
noi"  be  "Sed-  '  d0  nM  m«n  to  be  ridiculous  but  merely  to 
the  c  a  Para"el  ,0  the  lcaven  bread  as  t0  ""leaven  used  in 
aU„  °mmnnion,^and  fruit  of  the  vine  as  to  other  fruit;  and 
als°  the  kind  of  towel. 

"  DunV  m«  l°  Say  in  c°nclusi°n,  that  I  am  an  admirer  of  the 
but   Ft  for  their  meekness,  humbleness  and  faithfulness; 

veai,„  k  °ther  den°minations,  they  have  some  errors  re- 
eled by  the  light  of  God's  Word. 

"""Ugh  the  "  M  °dneSS  '°  reP'y  ,0  ,hiS'  ei'ber  by  le"er  0I 
gnthe    Messenger.  F.  W.  McCason. 

v"  Homes,  Iowa. 

aswE"0Wremark,  in  reply  to  our  correspondent, 
thauh  1  '"  substance  ^peatedly  stated  before, 
'amb    C         re<3uired  the  Jews  to  kill  the  passover 


on  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  that  the  dis- 
ciples came  to  Jesus,  and  asked  him  concern- 
ing the  preparation  of  the  passover.  Luke  says, 
"  Then  came  the  day  of  unleavened  bread,  when 
the  passover  must  be  killed"  (22:  7).  The  day 
came  in  at  sundown,  or  six  o'clock,  and  it  was 
doubtless  just  after  six  that  the  disciples  spoke  to 
Jesus  concerning  the  preparation.  It  was  the  day 
on  which  "  the  passover  must  be  killed,"  though 
the  killing  did  not  take  place  until  about  three 
o'clock  the  next  day— our  way  of  speaking.  Jesus 
told  the  apostles  what  to  do,  and  two  of  them  went 
into  the  city  and  engaged  an  upper  room,  then 
"  made  ready  the  passover  (Luke  22:  12),  that  is, 
they  went  to  the  temple  grounds,  where  the  lambs 
were  kept,  and  made  their  contract  for  the  lamb,  to 
be  properly  killed  and  delivered  at  the  upper  room 
the  next  afternoon.  The  next  afternoon  would  be 
the  afternoon  of  the  fourteenth  of  Nisan.  After 
making  this  contract  the  two  disciples  at  some  point 
fell  in  with  the  other  ten,  for  in  Mark  14:  17  we 
read,  "And  in  the  evening  he  came  with  the 
twelve."  With  this  agree  Matt.  26:  20;  Luke  22: 
12.  A  little  later  we  find  them  at  the  table  eating 
supper  (Luke  22:  20),  showing  that  some  arrange- 
ments had  also  been  made  for  supper.  Just  before 
eating  this  supper  John  ( 13)  comes  in  with  his  part 
of  the  narrative,  and  states  that  Jesus  arose  from 
the  Supper,  laid  aside  his  garments,  etc.,  and 
washed  the  feet  of  his  disciples.  After  this  he 
took  his  seat  at  the  table  and  the  supper  was  eat- 
en. (John  13:  12,  26,  27,  28.)  John  further  says 
this  was  "before  the  feast  of  the  passover"  (v.  1). 
That  is,  the  eating  of  the  lamb  would  take  place  the 
next  evening,  for  which  preparations  had  been 
made,  as  above  stated.  The  next  morning  Jesus 
was  taken  to  the  judgment  hall,  but  John  says,  that 
the  Jews  would  not  enter  this  hall  "  lest  they  should 
be  defiled;  but  that  they  might  eat  the  passover." 
John  18:  28.  This  shows  that  the  eating  of  the 
passover  lamb  had  not  yet  taken  place.  The  time 
for  eating  it  would  be  after  sunset  that  evening. 

At  nine  o'clock  that  morning,  being  the  four- 
teenth of  Nisan,  Jesus  was  nailed  to  the  cross.  At 
3  P.  M.  he  expired,  just  at  the  time  when  the  priests 
at  the  temple  usually  commenced  killing  the  lambs. 
And  as  the  passover  lamb  was  the  type,  and  Christ 
the  antitype,  we  here  see  how  beautifully  the 
two  meet  in  the  point  of  time.  Before  the  close 
of  the  day  Jesus  was  laid  in  the  tomb.  At  sunset 
the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month  commenced,  and  it 
was  on  this  day,  the  beginning  of  it,  just  after  sun- 
down, that  the  Iamb  was  to  be  eaten.  But  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  darkness  from  twelve  until 
three,  everything  doubtless  became  so  completely 
demoralized  that  the  lambs  were  probably  not 
killed  and  delivered  that  day. 

With  the  above  view  of  the  subject,  all  that  is 
said  by  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke  and  John  may  be 
made  to  completely  harmonize.  Hence  it  will  be 
that  we  do  not  pervert  the  Scriptures  to  suit 
our  special  purpose. 

Looking  at  the  record  from  this  standpoint  it  is 
then  clear  that  on  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
of  the  month,  Jesus  met  with  his  disciples  in  the  up- 
per room,  when  he  instituted  the  three  rites,— feet- 
washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  the  Communion, 
and  in  harmony  with  the  precept,  as  well  as  the  ex-  1 
ample,  the  Brethren  have  seen  proper  to  continue 
these  rites  in  their  manner  of  worship. 

What  our  correspondent  says  about  "  soft  water," 
"  undressing,"  etc.,  is  quibbling,  and  should  have  no 
weight  with  the  thinking.  By  this  method  of  quib- 
bling, every  rite  and  ceremony  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment could  be  set  aside.  The  man  of  faith  should 
different  stand- 


WRONO  VIEWS. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  present  an  ar- 
gument to  prove  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  en- 
tertain and  act  out  wrong  views,  neither  shall  we 
offer  an  apology  for  assuming  that  we  do  sometimes 
entertain  such  views. 

This  is  a  world  of  deception  and  an  age  of  clash- 
ing views,  and  we  are  living  in  a  land  where  men 
dare  to  think  and  express  their  thinking  loud 
enough  to  be  heard.  To  this  we  should  not  object, 
because  it  is  a  God-given  privilege,  but  for  all 
this,  we  should  ever  remember,  that  we  shall  be 
brought  into  judgment,  so  that  it  is  a  fearfully 
responsible  thing  for  us  to  think  wrongly,  and  es- 
pecially for  us  to  do  it  loud  enough  to  influence 
the  lives  of  others  in  a  wrong  direction. 

As  age  comes  to  us  we  are  more  and  more  im- 
pressed with  this  thought:  It  is  not  the  church  as 
'orldly  organization,  that  we  are  pledged  to 
uphold  and  defend,  but  the  Truth,-thc  Revealed 
Will  of  God.  If  this  defends  the  church,  all  right, 
If  not  fully,  better  make  the  Truth  the  standard 
and  bring  the  church  up  to  that,  rather  than  to  try 
to  bring  the  Truth  down  to  the  church. 

'e  are  sometimes  made  to  fear  that  what  we  bc- 
e  must  be  defended  even  if  the  truth  must  be 
garbled  to  do  it.  This  would  be  a  most  fatal  mis- 
take. In  our  zeal  to  stick  to  some  of  our  accepted 
interpretations,  it  will  be  well  to  think  a  little  along 
this  line.  Is  it  really  the  revelation  of  Christ  that 
we  are  determined  to  maintain,  or  is  it  the  ac- 
cepted doctrine  of  the  church  that  we  are  pledged 
to? 


latnb  — i-HcuLucjcwstoicui  ine  passover  menr.  couia  De  sei  asiae.     ine 

month°n  thc   evening  of   the   fourteenth,   of    the  look  at  the  Sacred  Record  froi..  _ 

would       l!,an'   and   eat  "  after    sundown'    which  point,  accept  what  is  written  in  good  faith,  a 

days  "  eating   on   the  fifteenth,   as    the  trive  ways  and  means  for  putting  into  pract 

ed   and   commenced   at    sunset.     It    was  things  divinely  taught.  j. 


the 


Our  thought,  in  starting  out,  was  on  our  sepa- 
ration from  sinners  as  a  Christian  people— wheth- 
er not  we  do  not  place  a  wrong  interpretation  on 
"  Be  ye  a  separate  people."  In  what  sense  is  this 
separation  to  be  understood?  The  mission  of 
Christ  into  the  world  was  to  save  sinners,  and  how 
he  could  do  this  and  yet  be  separate  from  them', 
is  the  problem  that  must  be  solved.  The  best 
way  for  us  to  get  this  solution  is  to  study 
that  life  and  see  how  he  did.  The  accusations 
that  the  straitened  sects  brought  against  him  were 
that  he  associated  with  publicans  and  sinners.  To 
such  they  turned  their  back,  stopped  their  ears 
and  drew  away  their  skirts,  that  they  might  neither 
see  nor  hear  them,  or  touch  them  with  the  hem  of 
their  garments. 

:ir  interpretation  of  being  separate 

from  sinners,  and,  as  a  result,  instead  of  drawing 

towards    them,    they    were    repulsed. 

The  sympathetic  and  saving  touch  was  never  felt 

between  these  people. 

Is  not  this  true  too  much  of  us?  Is  not  our 
separation  too  much  along  this  line?  It  is  true, 
wc  profess  to  be  a  very  humble  people,  and  in  a 
sense  we  are, — we  show  an  humble  appearance  by 
Iress,  etc.  And  yet  there  is  a 
people  everywhere,  that  some- 
ach.  There  is  a  hidden  chord 
r  kind  of  Christian  living  and 
does  not  touch,  and  they  do  not  en- 
ter the  doors  of  our  churches.  Our  plea  is  that 
because  we  are  a  humble  people,  we  ought  to  have 
churchhouses  in  our  towns  and  cities  because  of 
this  class  of  people.  They  feel  themselves  too 
low  down  to  enter  the  finer  churches  and  to  asso- 
ciate with  the  finer  church-going  people  of  these 
places,  and  yet,  when  we  get  them,— when  we 
have  our  houses,  and  our  more  humble  ministers, 
they  do  not  come,  neither  do  fall  in  with  us. 
Is  it  because  they  are  unreachable,  or  is  it  be- 
cause we  have  a  wrong  interpretation  of  being 
separate  from  sinners?  It  was  among  this  class 
of  people  that  Christ  most  successfully  labored. 
They  flocked  after  him  and  gave  ear  to  the  sweet 
ialvation  and    the   better   life.     Even 


our  plainness  in 
class  of  low-dow 
how  we  fail  to 
somewhere  that 
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nd  all 


the  prostitute  woman  elicited  his  attention, 
he  demanded  of  her  was  to  "  sin  no  more." 

The  thought  with  us  is,  Have  we  not,  in  this  re- 
spect, gotten  away  trom  the  simplicity  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  salvation,  and  ask  too  much,  expect  too 
much,  from  the  wayward  child,  both  before  and 
after  its  birth?  Or,  in  other  words,  is  not  our 
standard  of  requirements  too  high  and  too  strait- 
ened for  these  people  to  lay  hold  on?  When  the 
sinners  tame  within  seeing  and  hearing  distance 
of  the  Christ,  he  healed  them.  It  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  "  holding  out "  with  him.  "Sin  no  more" 
was  the  command.  If  they  failed  in  this,  the  lov- 
ing, pardoning  Christ  was  not  to  blame.  It  was 
for  him  to  hold  out  life  to  them.  He  came  to 
save  sinners,  and  to  do  this  he  must  come  in  touch 
with  them,  and  they  must  be  allowed  to  touch  the 
hem  of  his  garment. 

How  is  it  with  us?  Do  we  place  ourselves  in 
such  an  attitude  that  they  can  come  in  touch  with 
us,— close  enough  that  they  can  feel,  running 
through  us,  the  warm  life-blood  of  a  pardoning 
Savior? 

We  have  been  thinking  on  this  subject  for  some 
time.  We  have  been  wondering  why  it  is  that  the 
very  class  of  people  that  should  give  us  a  fol- 
lowing are  the  farthest  from  us.  This  should  not 
be  so,  and  because  it  seems  so  to  be,  ought  to 
awaken  a  concern  on  our  part,  why  it  is  so  and 
how  we  can  make  it  "not  so." 

Can  we  not  throw  open  wider  the  Gospel  net? 
If  an  occasional  one  proves  to  be  a  "  horny  chub  " 
a  "smoker"  or  a  "stone  catfish,"  at  the  time  of 
the  "  great  gathering  in,"— if  not  sooner,  they  will 
be  detached  and  rejected.  We  are  to  catch  the 
fish,— the  Lord  will  do  the   accepting  and  rejecting. 


-~- ^HOME  »  AND  *  FAMILY  < 

EASY  ENOUfJH  TO  BE  PLEASANT. 

IT  is  easy  enough  to  be  pleasant 

While  lite  flows  by  like  a  song, 
But  the  man  worth  while  is  the  one  who  will  smile 

When  everything  goes  dead  wrong. 
For  the  test  of  the  heart  is  trouble, 

And  it  always  comes  with  the  years, 
And  the  smile  that  is  worth  the  praises  of  earth 

Is  the  smile  that  shines  through  tears. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  be  prudent 

When  nothing  tempts  you  to  stray; 
When  without  or  within  no  voice  of  sin 

Is  luring  your  soul  away. 
But  it  is  only  a  negative  virtue 

Until  it  is  tried  by  fire. 
And  the  life  that  is  worth  the  honor  of  earth 

Is  the  one  that  resists  desire. 
By  the  cytiic,  the  sad,  the  fallen, 

Who  hath  no  strength  for  the  strife, 
The  world's  highway  is  cumbered  to-day; 

They  make  up  the  items  of  life. 
But  the  virtue  that  conquers  passion 

And  the  sorrow  that  hides  in  a  smile, 
It  is  these  that  are  worth  the  homage  of  earth, 
For  we  find  them  but  once  in  a  while. 

—Ella  Wluelir  Wilcox. 


THOSE  TEETH. 


took  the  slightest  cold,  that  tooth  would  begin  to 
ache. 

Well,  the  dentist  put  in  his  mirror  and  examined 
it  again.  He  said,  that  while  it  was  perfectly 
sound,  and  could  not  be  the  cause  of  any  trouble, 
there  was  an  old  wisdom  tooth  on  the  lower  jaw, 
in  the  same  side,  which  was  much  decayed,  and 
was  most  likely  the  cause  of  all  my  trouble.  If  it 
were  extracted,  doubtless  my  trouble  would  all 
cease,  while,  if  it  were  left,  and  the  sound  one, 
which  appeared  to  ache,  removed,  the  trouble 
would  undoubtedly  continue.  He  said  that  those 
back  teeth  were  all  connected  by  one  cord,  or 
nerve,  and  that  we  might  be  easily  deceived  into 
blaming  the  wrong  member.  He  said  that  by  ex- 
tracting the  proper  tooth,  the  aching  would  all 
cease.  So  he  extracted  the  old  wisdom  tooth  that 
didn't  ache  at  all  and  I  have  not  suffered  a  bit  with 
toothache  since.  He  said  that  he  often  met  with 
cases  where  people  were  deceived  into  thinking 
that  a  sound  tooth  was  unsound,  and  that  he  was 
frequently  obliged  to  positively  refuse  to  extract 
such  teeth. 

Now,  beloved  readers,  those  teeth  are  just  like 
the  membership  of  our  dear  church.  There  are, 
we  are  sorry  to  confess,  among  us  some  unsound 
members  who  keep  the  body  aching  most  of  the 
time.  They  will  whisper,  or  insinuate  that  Bro.  A 
or  sister  B  is  not  just  what  they  ought  to  be. 
They  probably  live  quite  near  some  valuable  mem- 
ber, whose  large  influence  for  good  they  secretly 
envy,  and  they  tell  us  that  this  member,  whose 
words  flow  so  fluently  from  tongue  or  pen,  is  not 
firmly  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  faith;  that  he  is 
not  so  pure  and  good  as  he  might  be  in  his  own 
home,  etc.  With  a  sorrowful  wag  of  their  wise 
old  heads  they  lamentingly  insinuate  that  one  of 
our  great  lights  is  a  hypocrite. 

Well,  we  have  never  met  this  brother  or  sister, 
and  are  not  much  acquainted  with  them,  so  we 
readily  accept  the  insinuations  or  unhappy  state- 
ments of  the  old  wisdom  tooth  (that  wise  old 
neighbor  who  knows  all  about  everybody's  private 
affairs)  as  being  true,  and  deeply  regret  that  so  val- 
uable a  member  has  become  decayed  and  must  be 
lost  to  the  church,  but  we  know  it  must  be  so,  for 
we  must  not  tolerate  rottenness  to  the  destruction 
of  other  members'  safety  and  welfare.  So  we  lend 
our  little  assistance  to  help  expel  that  valuable 
member  in  his  (or  her)  upper  position,  from  their 
place  of  usefulness. 

Dear  ones,  if  any  of  you  happen  to  be  that  upper 
tooth, — standing  alone  on  the  walls  of  Zion,  brave- 
ly uttering  notes  of  warning  and  admonition  from 
tongue  or  pen, — be  not  discouraged!  There  is  a 
just  and  wise  Judge  who  will  examine  you  and  find 
you  sound  in  faith  and  doctrine,  and  he  will  utter- 
ly refuse  to  have  you  extracted  from  the  Head  to 
horn  you  are  valuable  and  precious,  for  he  says, 
He  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 


ill  bring  future  pain,— headaches  and 

all   unnecessary  contact  »;«, 

sornj 


provocation  l 

heart-aches.     Avo 

them.    Just  a  touch,  and   off  they  go  with 

twinge  of  unjust  criticism. 

But  we  do  not  like  to  lose  the  dear  old  tooth 
'Twas  once  useful,  and  we  still  cling  to  the  ho 
that  it  may  yet  fill  an  honorable  position  if  we  ^ 
but  avoid  trouble,  and  get  it  filled  with  pure  „0y 
Yes,  we  must  have  it  cleaned,— all  the  rottenness 
removed,— and  then,  perhaps,  it  can  be  filled  ao(. 
thus  saved.  So  let  us  deal  with  the  dear,  errin» 
members.  We  do  not  like  to  lose  them,  but  w? 
must  be  very  careful  how  we  manage  them.  Tab 
them  to  an  experienced  physician,— the  Great 
Physician  and  get  him  to  cleanse  them.  Then  fill 
them  with  the  pure  gold  of  his  Holy  Spirit  which 
is  love.  Oh,  if  we  could  only  get  them  filled  with 
this  pure  gold,  they  would  not  cause  any  more  ach- 
ing  and  sorrow. 

If  only  that  great  cavity  which  now  seems  filled 
with  cause  for  grumbling,  gossiping,  fault-finding 
and  trouble-making,  were  filled  up,  full  and  solid, 
with  God's  holy  spirit  of  love,  what  a  heavenly 
place  would  this  earth  be!  But  if  they  are  too  far 
gone  to  be  filled, — if  the  cleaning  process  would 
take  away  all  the  valuable  portion,  then  let  the 
poor  old  trouble-making  member  be  extracted,  and 
do  not  let  it  deceive  us  into  losing  a  number  of 
good  sound  members. 

Apply  the  mirror!  Let  it  shine  all  around1.  See 
if  there  is  not  a  cavity,  a  decayed  spot  on  some 
oilier  member,  beside  the  aching  one,  when  the  sad 
whisperings  of  woe  begin  to  condemn  some  valua- 
ble and  influential  member  of  Christ! 

Let  the   light   shine!     Nothing  is   hidden    that 
shall  not  be  revealed.    Trust  in  the  Great  Physici 
and  the  Just  Judge.    Take  his  advice,  and  all  will 
be  well. 

OUR  PRAYER  MEETINQ. 


who   have  been  sipnalli 

to  their    prayers    sti 

ouragement    to   all    tb 
n,  and  it  is  hopeu 


BY  N.  D.  UNDERHILL. 

Having  suffered  a  long  time  from  toothache, 
til  I  became  sick,  I  at  last  went  to  a  dentist  of 
fine  reputation,  to  have  the  offending  member 
traded.  I  hated  to  do  it,  for  it  was  the  largest 
and  apparently  most  valuable  one  I  had  on  th« 
right  side  of  my  upper  jaw,  and  it  stood  alone, 
those  on  each  side  havmg  parted  company  fro 
it  some  time  ago. 

The  wise  doctor  of  teeth  placed  a  small  mirror 
within  my  mouth  and  carefully  examined  the  ach- 
ing member  on  every  side.  He  said  it  was  not 
troubling  me  at  all;  it  was  perfectly  sound.  I  pro- 
tested that  it  had  given  me  much  trouble  all  the 
spring  and  the  previous  winter, — that  every  time  I 


and  it 


and 


out. 

Reader,  look  out  for  that  old  wisdom  (?)  tooth. 
It  may  be  the  upper  one  is  kept  from  active  service 
awhile  because  of  the  rottenness  below.  Maybe 
the  aches  and  pains  are  all  borne  by  the  sound 
members,  and  not  by  the  unsound  one  who  is  dead 
to  truth  and  righteousness,  and  cannot  feel,  but  it 
is  only  because  of  the  cord  of  love  that  still  con- 
nects the  sound  members  and  the  dead  one  in  one 
body.  'Tis  only  this  union  that  causes  the  sympa- 
thetic sorrow  and  pain,  and  if  the  sound,  aching 
member  were  expelled  the  trouble  would  continue 
some  place  else,  but  if  any  must  be  extracted,  let  it 
be  the  mischief-maker.  Then  the  trouble  will 
cease.  True,  there  would  be  a  little  soreness  for 
awhile,  but  no  serious  trouble. 

If  any  one  were  to  whisper  to  me  that  some  one 
of  our  influential  members, — for  instance  one  of 
our  noted  preachers  or  writers, — is  not  what  he 
ought  to  be,  I  would  at  once  think  of  that  old  de- 
cayed wisdom  tooth  on  the  lower  jaw,  which  came 
so  near  being  the  cause  of  pulling  down  a  higher 
and  better  one.  There  are  some  who  will  vainly 
try  to  destroy  the  influence  of  superior  members, 
by  criticising  their  sermons  (if  they  be  preachers) 
or  their  actions.     Beware  of  them!     The  slightest 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

The  evidences  of  those 
blessed  of  God  in  answer 
cumulates.  It  is  an  en 
these  letters  have  come 

the  end  is  not  yet.  Heretofore  we  have  had  thirty  1 
responses  to  the  call.  We  begin  with 
No.  31. — "About  twelve  years  ago 
and  I  had  one  little  boy  he  fell  backwards  intotht 
fire.  His  hair  ignited  and  the  flames  burned  • 
through  the  back  of  a  chair  he  pulled  over  on  bin 
The  pain  was  almost  beyond  endur 
seemed  that  he  would  go  into  spasms.  U 
seemed  inevitable.  We  saw  no  earthly  help, 
appealed  to  God  to  come  to  the  relief  of 
child.  In  a  moment  he  quieted  his  crying, 
was  soon  quietly  sleeping.     The  Lord  did  it. 

No.  32  —The  writer  knows  of  parents  who  kepi 
their  children  from  joining  the  church  on  account 
of  their  youth,  and  then  they  died  before  becom- 
ing members.  A  vow  was  made  that  if  such  n 
emergency  ever  arose,  the  writer  would  not  ni 
der  the  children  from  church  membership  if  i'  «,! 
requested  by  them  at  an  age  when  it  seemed  p«; 
mature.  Just  what  happened  to  others  haPPenf(o 
the  writer  of  this  letter,  and  the  promise  made 
God  was  kept  and  the  family,  children  and  all,  » 
now  members  of  the  church.  The  writer  sees 
hand  of  God  in  it  all. 

No.  33.— The  writer  was  to  be  anointed,  and^ 
the   absence  of   the  elder  who  was  desired  to 
the  work   another   was   substituted.     There  was 
prayer  that  the  one  wanted  might  come  in 
and  it  so  happened.     It  is  held  by  the  writer 

er  to  prayer.  _         ^  ind, 


•  One  time  I  was  suffering  su 
in  that  it  seemed  I  conld  not  oea 

fish  and  desp»'j 

Instantly  l 


No.  34.- 
scribable  pi 
another    moment. 

cried,  'O  Lord,  have  mercy  on  me.' 
pain  ceased  and  did  not  return."  ^^jt 

No.  35.-A  sister  suffering  from  a  sore :  ( 
has  taken  all  the  remedies  without  avail,  ai  ^ 
tiring  asks  God  to  cure  her.  She  lay  doWn'writt! 
well,  and  arose  in  perfect  health.  The  ""„;,,[ 
mentions  a  number  of  other  instances,  a.1 
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the  power  and   willingness   of   God  to   help  those 
who  ask. 

No.  36.— A  member  of  the  church  in  delicate 
health  and  getting  worse  asks  God  that  she  be 
made  whole.  It  was  granted,  and  she  attributes 
her  cure  to  the  direct  answer  to  her  prayers. 

No.  37.— A  sister  asks  the  Mission  Board  that 
she  be  assigned  work  as  a  missionary,  and  for 
some  reason  the  opportunity  was  not  taken  up  at 
the  time.  She  prays  to  God  to  give  her  Christian 
work  to  do,  and  finds  it  in  the  Sabbath  school,  and 
in  helping  the  weak.  Other  instances  of  a  minor 
nature  are  also  mentioned. 

No.  38. — A  member  of  the  church  feels  that  a 
couple  of  young  persons  should  be  written  to  in 
regard  to  church  matters.  The  party  did  not  have 
the  money  to  pay  the  postage,  but  obeying  the 
call  to  write,  finished  the  letter  and  prayed  that  a 
way  might  be  opened  to  get  the  letter  off.  Then 
a  letter  came  from  a  friend  enclosing  stamps,  and 
the  letter  was  sent  and  the  two  young  persons  be- 
came members  of  the  church  in  two  weeks.  Truly, 
God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way! 

No.  39. — "Once  when  I  was  very  sick,  without 
hope  of  recovery,  I  was  just  praying  for  grace  to 
leave  my  little  family  in  God's  care  without  regret, 
well  knowing  that  he  could  care  for  them  without 
me,  when  the  thought  came  to  me,  'Why  not 
pray  for  recovery?'  I  then  began  asking  God 
that  it  it  was  his  will  I  might  be  restored  to  health 
and  live  for  my  children's  sake,  and  I  would  teach 
them  the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord.  I  wres- 
tled all  night,  but  as  the  day  was  breaking  the  an- 
swer came  as  plainly  as  if  a  friend  had  spoken  it 
to  the  natural  ear,  that  my  health  would  be  re- 
stored. The  pain  ceased,  peace  came  to  my  heart, 
restful  sleep  closed  my  weary  lids,  and  sunrise 
found  me  with  a  new  life  coursing  through  my 
veins,  and  a  new  sense  of  gratitude  in  my  heart." 

No.  40. — A  member  of  the  church  owes  rent 
that  cannot  be  paid  owing  to  the  failure  of  others 
to  pay  her.  She  makes  it  a  matter  of  prayer,  and 
in  comes  a  neighbor  that  wants  some  one  to  keep 
house  for  a  season,  and  the  story  of  the  unpaid 
rent  is  brought  out.  The  neighbor  at  once  furnish- 
es the  money  and  it  is  deemed,  and  justly  so,  in 
answer  to  her  prayers. 

Here  ends  the  fortieth  chapter  of  heart  experien- 
ces that  the  parties  to  them,  having  had  the  re- 
membrance of  the  favors  with  them,  are  not  afraid 
to  bear  testimony.  Some  write  to  withhold  their 
names.  This  request  is  useless,  as  no  names  or 
clues  are  to  be  printed,  as  it  is  the  work  of  faith 
that  we  are  after,  and  not  the  personality  of  the 
benefited.  Others  have  just  been  heard  from,  and 
the  interest  grows.  This  is  a  labor  of  love,  and  it 
cannot  be  too  enormous.  Let  me  hear  from  you! 
Lewhburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 
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In  Southern  Indiana. 


On  Friday,  Aug.  7,  wife  and  self  left 
Southern  Indiana.     On  Sunday,  Aug.  9,  w 
«i  a  harvest  meeting  at  Pyrmont,  and  on 
foil     • 


me  for 
attend- 
'uesday 
ng  we  enjoyed  a  season  of  worship  with  the 
brethren  of  the  Middle  Fork  church.  Among  the 
brethren  we  met  at  these  meetings  were  elders 
chas.  Campbell,  of  the  White  church,  David  Dill- 
lng.  of  the  Monticello  church,  Solomon  Blicken- 
staff  and  Isaac  Billheimer,  of  the  Middle  Fork 
church.  Bro.  Billhi 
what  feebl, 


W 


though   old    and  some- 
1  continues  strong  in  the  faith,  and  en- 
to  see  younger  brethren  pushing   the   work, 
found   those   churches   in   healthful,   working 
condition      Tu»  T       j  , 

n-     lhe  Lord  continue  to  give  them  peace 
and  Prosperity! 

H    "Saturday,  Aug.  15,  we  met  with  the  church  in 
■son  County.    We  visited  thi>   church   eight 


years  ago,  and  on  returning  to  pay  a  second  visit, 
we  found  much  improvement  of  a  commendable 
character.  This  church  has  had  a  shower  of  grace 
within  the  last  six  months,  in  the  accession  of  a 
number  of  young  people.  Bro.  McCann  held  a 
week's  meetings  here  last  spring  with  very  satis- 
factory results.  The  membership,  together  with 
the  neighbors,  manifests  a  zeal  for  the  work  of  the 
Lord  that  promises  future  growth.  We  continued 
our  labors  here  a  week,  closing  with  one  accession, 
a  love  feast  and  an  election  for  a  minister.  Eld. 
George  W.  Myers  is  in  charge  of  the  work,  but  as 
the  infirmities  of  age  are  creeping  upon  him,  it 
was  thought  good  to  call  a  young  brother  to  be  his 
helper.  The  church  was,  to  say,  unanimous  in 
their  call  of  Bro.  Emery  Baker  to  the  work.  Sister 
Maggie  Myers,  daughter  of  the  elder,  is  doing 
faithful  and  acceptable  work  as  superintendent  of  a 
live  Sunday  school  and  a  helper  in  directing  the 
work  of  a  bi-weekly  Bible  class  and  .young  people's 
meeting.  O,  that  more  of  our  young  sisters  would 
give  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  Lord  as  does 
this  sister!  The  Lord  continue  to  bless  the  work 
of  this  band  of  workers! 

On  Friday,  Aug.  28,  we  attended  a  love  feast 
with  the  church  near  Clay  City.  It  was  our  first 
visit  to  this  church,  and  we  enjoyed  it  much. 
Here,  as  in  Harrison  County,  the  church  has  a 
promising  future,  in  this  that  we  find  the  Breth- 
ren's children  not  only  in  the  church,  but  faithful 
workers  as  well.  Eld.  Goshorn,  with'  several  co- 
laborers  and  faithful  deacons,  directs  the  work. 
Bro.  Goshorn  and  some  of  the  deacons  have  lived 
here  for  years,  and  their  influence  for  good  is  man- 
ifest throughout  the  community.  We  sing,  "Learn 
to  labor  and  to  wait,"  but  many  are  too  impatient 
to  wait.  Many  want  to  see  results  even  before  they 
are  willing  to  labor.  The  aged  veterans  of  this 
church  have  patiently  lived  their  religion,  and  the 
results  have  come,  and  will  continue  to  come. 
The  Lord  help  us  all  to  emulate  their  example! 

Aug.  31  we  bade  farewell  to  those  dear  brethren 
and  returned  to  resume  our  work  in  the  school. 
Many  Brethren  have  sent  their  children  to  us,  and 
we  earnestly  crave  the  prayers  of  all  in  behalf  of 
our  efforts  to  direct  them  right.  J.  G.  Rover. 

Ml.  Morris,  III. 


From  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 


The  members  here  are  putting  forth  every  effort 
to  have  our  new  church  home  all  complete  by  Nov. 
I,  as  we  hope  to  hold  our  lovefeast  at  that  time. 
This  home  has  long  been  worked  for,  and  now  that 
the  way  seems  open,  some  of  us  have  grown  almost 
impatient.     Brethren  and  sisters,  pray  for  us! 

Our  Sunday  school  is  still  holding  its  sessions 
regularly,  regardless  of  the  hot  weather.  Aug.  16 
our  attendance  was  334.  We  have  a  wide-awake 
superintendent,  an  earnest  worker  in  the  Master's 
cause.  His  greatest  means  of  keeping  up  the  at- 
tendance at  the  school  is  found  in  visiting  the 
scholars  and  bidding  them  welcome  as  they  come 
in  the  Sunday  school.  We  have  a  force  of  faithful 
teachers  and  officers.  We  have  opened  a  mission 
Sunday  school  in  the  south  part  of  the  city.  Since 
our  last  report  two  have  been  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism.  Last  Sunday,  at  our  regular 
meeting,  two  more  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side. 
Others  are  halting  between  two  opinions.  Our 
minister  is  doing  faithful  work,  while  our  elder  is  a 
good  shepherd,  carefully  watching  his  flock  that 
none  may  go  astray.  Mary  E.  Tisdale. 

Aug.  31. 


From  Winterset,  Madison  County,  Iowa. 

We  located  here  last  October,  at  a  distance  of 
over  twenty  miles  from  the  Madison  County 
church.  We  have  had  meetings  every  two  weeks 
since  coming  here,  when  the  weather  would  permit. 
We  organized  a  Sunday  school  April  I,  with  the 
wife  of  the  writer  as  Superintendent.  Our  doctrine 
is  new  to  this  people.  We  have  seen  but  four 
members  since  our  arrival  here.  The  land  here  is 
somewhat  rolling  but  well  adapted  to  fruit  and  stock. 
There  is  plenty  of  fuel  and   stone   and   generally 


plenty  of  water.  We  are  near  a  thriving  town— a 
good  trading  point.  Brethren  passing  through  are 
cordially  invited  to  stop  with  us.  We  live  on  the 
Winterset  and  Desoto  R,  R.,  three  and  three-fourths 
miles  due  north  of  Winterset. 

Jefferson  Mathis. 
Aug.  .13. 

From  Falrvlew,  Iowa. 

Aug.  29  we  met  in  our  fall  council.  All  business 
was  transacted  in  love  and  peace.  We  decided  to 
represent  our  church  at  District  Meeting.  Bro. 
Orlando  Ogdcn  was  chosen  as  delegate,  and  Bro. 
O.  W.  Leavell  as  alternate.  Bro.  Abraham  Wolf 
came  to  our  place  Sept.  1  and  began  a  series  of 
meetings.  Although  the  weather  was  unfavorable, 
the  meetings  have  been  interesting,  and  the  mem- 
bers have  received  much  good  counsel.  The  inter- 
est is  growing  and  we  hope  for  a  great  harvest  for 
the  Lord.  There  was  a  missionary  sermon  on 
Sunday  and  a  collection  taken,  amounting  to  S10. 
We  also  took  up  our  quarterly  missionary  collec- 
tion, which  amounted  to  S4.70.     Mvrta  Leavell. 


From  Goshen,  Ind. 


The  Goshen  church  held  her  quarterly  council 
Sept.  5.  A  full  day's  work  was  before  the  meet- 
ing. Five  letters  were  received  and  seven  granted. 
A  better  system  for  raising  funds  was  considered! 
The  members  did  not  all  see  alike  concerning  a 
singing  school  that  was  organized  in  the  church. 
After  considerable  talk  it  was  decided  to  run  a 
singing  school  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  desire 
more  fully  to  prepare  themselves  for  that  part  of 
worship.  Bro.  David  Myers  has  been  appointed 
the  corresponding  secretary  for  the  Gospel  Mes- 
senger. 

The  Elkhart  congregation  (known  as  the  Gosh- 
en church)  has  her  regular  two  weeks'  appoint- 
ment, commencing  with  Sept.  6;  also  preaching 
the  same  evening  and  Sunday  school  at  9  A.  M. 
the  year  round.  There  will  be  prayer  meeting 
every  alternate  Sunday  evening;  also  a  prayer 
meeting  in  the  country  at  private  houses  every 
other  Saturday  evening.  A  singing  school  will  be 
held  in  the  church  every  Wednesday  evening. 
There  will  be  preaching  in  the  town  hall,  one  mile 
away,  on  the  alternate  Sundays  and  the  same  even- 
ing. A  Sunday  school  in  the  hall  is  doing  good 
service. 

We  have  preaching  at  three  different  places  in 
the  congregation  at  the  same  hour.  Our  Sunday 
schools,  singing  schools  and  prayer  meetings  are 
conducted  by  members.  May  the  good  cause 
prosper  in  and  around  Goshen!        J.  H.  Miller 

Sept.  6. 

From  Huntsvllle,  Ark. 

The  Brethren  of  this  part  of  the  Round  Moun- 
tain church,  met  at  the  writer's  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil. Aug.  29  our  elder,  S.  Weimer,  was  with  us 
and  also  Eld.  J.  M.  Elliott,  of  Manvel,  Texas.  Our 
elders  gave  us  some  earnest  admonitions,  such  as 
should  be  given  in  all  quarterly  councils.  In  that 
way  we  think  there  would  be  a  better  deportment 
among  the  members. 

Perhaps  it  may  interest  some  of  our  members 
that  never  were  in  the  front  ranks  of  home  church 
work,  to  know  some  of. the  hardships  of  our  min- 
isters. Our  elder,  S.  Weimer,  traveled  2,300  miles 
last  year.  He  gave  one  hundred  days  of  his  time; 
paid  out  S30;  received  S50.  He  borrowed  Sioo  to 
pay  home  expenses.  His  expense  this  year  is 
still  greater,  as  he  was  caught  in  the  drouth;  hence 
has  only  short  crops.  At  this  rate  our  missionaries 
will  soon  be  on  the  charity  list.  Then  who  will 
carry  the  Gospel  to  our  "  home  heathen  "  and  they 
are  many?  ^^_^_^_    J-  J-  Wassam. 

From  the  Prairie  View  Church,  Mo. 

'  Our  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Da- 
vid Bowman,  one  of  our  home  ministers,  began 
Friday  night,. Aug.  14,  and  closed  on  Sunday  night, 
Sept.  6. 
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Aug.  15  we  met  in  church  council.  The  visiting 
brethren  reported  all  to  be  in  peace  and  union. 
Bro.  James  Otten  and  wife,  of  Texas,  were  re- 
ceived by  letter.  Some  mission  work  was  looked 
after  and  exhortations  given  to  walk  in  harmony 
with  the  principles  of  our  beloved  Fraternity.  A 
few  other  matters  came  before  the  meeting  and 
were  disposed  of  in  the  spirit  of  love.  Thus  ended 
a  pleasant  day's  work  for  Jesus. 

Our  love  feast  was  held  Friday  night,  Aug.  28. 
Bro.  John  M.  Mohler,  of  the  Mineral  Creek  church, 
officiated.  A  number  of  brethren  and  sisters  from 
adjoining  churches  were  present  at  the  feast. 

Brethren  Mohler  and  R.  S.  Rust,  each  preached 
two  sermons  for  us  while  here.  Though  there 
were  no  accessions,  we  know  good  seed  has  been 
sown  and  we  trust  to  reap  a  bounliful  harvest. 

Bertha  Kking. 

St.  Martins  Mo  ,  Sept.  8. 


From  Rush  Creek,  Ohio. 


Aug.  15  Bro.  W.  H.  Bowser  began  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Bremen  church,  continuing  each 
evening  and  Sunday  until  Aug.  31. 

He  assisted  in  the  church  visit  and  council- 
meeting  preparatory  to  the  Communion,  which  was 
held  Aug.  2.),  at  4  P.  M. 

The  members  were  found  to  be  in  peace  and 
union,  and  much  encouraged  and  strengthened  in 
their  faith  by  the  meetings,  which  continued  to 
grow  in  interest.  A  healthy  sentiment  has  been 
molded  in  the  community,  favorable  to  the  church 
and  its  doctrine. 

Aug.  29  the  writer  reached  Bremen;  otherwise  Bro. 
Bowser  would  have  been  alone,  ministerially,  at  the 
Communion.  Thirty-two  members  surrounded  the 
Lord's  table  to  enjoy  its  blessings.  The  attention 
of  those  not  members  was  most  commendable. 
Their  deep  interest  was  shown  by  the  profound 
silence  that  pervaded  the  house.  Moses  like,  they 
seemed  to  feel  they  were  on  holy  ground. 

At  3  P.  M.,  on  Sunday,  a  short  service  was  held 
at  the  home  of  sister  Catharine  Hoffert,  who  has 
been  confined  to  her  room  for  some  time  by  a  com- 
plication of  diseases. 

Bro.  Bowser  preached  his  last  sermon  on  Sunday 
evening.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  young  man 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side.  As  Bro.  Bowser  had 
arranged  to  leave  in  the  morning,  the  writer  re- 
mained for  a  meeting  on  Monday  and  administered 
baptism. 

Bro.  Bowser  should  have  remained  another  week, 
as  the  effect  of  the  meetings  and  the  impressions 
wrought  by  the  Communion,  and  the  coming  out  of 
this  young  man,  would  have  resulted  in  more  good. 

L.  A.  BOOKWALTER. 

Trotwood,  Ohio,  Sept.  r. 


Children's  Day. 


:  a  pleas 
F.  Stoi 
ssed  the 


rhool 


Last  Sunday,  Aug.  30,  was  the  day  for  ou 
dren's  meeting.  At  an  early  hour  we  gathe 
the  Ridge  church,  expecting  to  h; 
profitable  time  together.  Bro. 
Maryland,  was  present  and  add 
and  did  not  forget  the  little  ones.  He  gave  them 
an  object  lesson,  from  a  vine  clinging  to  a  dead 
branch,  that  was  quite  effective.  He  aimed  to 
show  how  habits  are  formed,  and  how  very  difficult 
it  is  to  get  rid  of  them  after  indulging  for  a  season, 
but  parents  and  aM  received 
in,  and  we  all  felt  that  it  was 


Not  only  the  childn 
their  share  of  instru 
good  to  be  there. 

In  the  afternoon 
present  at  the  child 
the   Upper   Cumberland 
from   the   Ridge.     Here 
been  made  for  the  music, 


had  the  pleasure  of  being 
service  at  Green  Spring,  in 
congregation,  five  miles 
special  preparation  had 
and  the  verdict  of  all  was 


that  it  was  fine.  Recently  Bro.  S.  M.  Stouffer  has 
organized  a  class  that  meets  once  a  week  to  prac- 
tice for  church  and  Sunday  school.  The  result  is, 
that  their  attendance  is  very  large  and  services  -ex- 
ceedingly interesting.  On  this  occasion  the  house 
was  crowded,  and  a  number  could  not  gain  admit- 
tance.    Bro.  D.  F.  Stouffer  was   present  also,  and 


gave  a  very  interesting  talk, — one  that  contained 
many  truths.  Bro.  J.  A.  Miller,  who  but  recently 
came  to  the  church,  also  spoke  and  was  listened  to 
with  much  interest.  He  is  a  good  singer  and  his 
services  should  be  utilized  for  the  church.  The 
smaller  classes  sang  beautifully.  "When  he  cometh 
to  make  up  ill's  jewels,"  and  all  were  gratified  to  see 
the  interest  manifested  by  those  who  are  not  me 
bers  of  the  church,  but  who  assist  in  the  singing 
and  help  in  every  possible  way. 

We  were  impressed  with  the  thought  that  better 
work  could  be  done  in  all  our  churches  if  we  would 
take  the  time  to  learn  to  sing,  and  why  should  it  be 
neglected,  when  it  is  such  an  important  part  of 
worship?  The  evenings  are  getting  longer  now, 
and  all  our  country  churches  should  make  an  effort 
to  get  together  once  a  week.  Good  singing  is  the 
life  of  a  religious  service  and  draws  people  there. 
There  is  much  in  practice,  and  great  improvement 
can  be  made.  Song  services  before  preaching 
should  be  encouraged  by  our  ministers,  and  in 
this  way  all  can  help  them  to  make  the  meet- 
ings more  effective.  There  is  no  better  way  of 
attracting  the  young  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood to  the  church  than  by  song  services.  Let 
them  feel  they  are  wanted  and  needed,  and  they 
will  not  be  so  likely  to  gather  at  places  where  they 
should  not  be.  We  need  the  young  people.  The 
old  will  soon  pass  away,  and  the  church  then  will 
be  cared  for  by  those  who  are  now  young.  We 
need  to  awaken  to  the  interests  of  the  cause,  and 
to  make  greater  efforts  to  save  the  lost,  be  it  by 
song  or  the  preached  Word. 

Ground  has  been  broken  for  the  erection  of  a 
house  of  worship  in  Shippensburg,  which  will  be 
completed  by  Christmas,  when  a  series  of  meetings 
will  be  held. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  a  few  hours'  visit  from 
Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  wife  and  daughter,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, a  few  days  ago,  who  were  returning  from 
their  eastern  trip. 

My  husband  attended  the  Ministerial  Meeting  at 
Sams  Creek,  Md.,  last  week  and  reports  a  very 
pleasant  and  instructive  service.  He  says  he  met 
many  kind  brethren  and  sisters  who  tried  to  make 
strangers  welcome  among  them. 

Wealthy  A.  Bukkholder. 
Newbwg,  Pa.,  Sept.  2. 


From  Eglon,  W.  Va. 


On  the  morning  of  Aug.  16,  Bro.  I.  W.  Aber- 
nathy,  of  Fairview,  Md.,  preached  for  us  at  Maple 
Spring,  and  at  3  P.  M.  we  had  preaching  at  the 
Accident  schoolhouse.  On  the  morning  of  Aug. 
20  brethren  Jonas  and  S.  K.  Fike  were  called  away 
to  anoint  a  brother.  At  night  we  met  for  social 
meeting.  On  the  morning  of  Aug.  23  we  had 
preaching  and  Sunday  school  at  Glade  View  and 
Brookside.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  Sunday  school 
and  singing  at  Maple  Spring.  On  the  morning  of 
the  30th  we  had  Sunday  school  at  Maple  Spring. 
Aug.  28  elders  S.  A.  and  Aaron  Fike  were  called 
away  to  anoint  an  aged  sister. 

Sept.  5  we  held  our  council.  Considerable  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting.  We  received  three 
by  letter.  There  were  also  arrangements  made  for 
our  love  feast  and  District  Meeting.  Brethren 
John  S.  and  Samuel  K.  Fike  were  chosen  as  our 
delegates  to  District  Meeting.  The  following  morn- 
ing Bro.  Emry  Fike  preached  for  us. 

Rachel  Weimer. 

Sept.  7.  _ 

From  Hutchinson,  Kans. 

Why  get  discouraged  because  it  does  not  go  as 
well  at  first  as  we  would  like  to  see  it  go?  Why 
ask  of  our  Heavenly  Father  more  than  we  are  ac- 
customed to  do  of  our  earthly  masters  (the  pay  be- 
fore we  have  scarcely  commenced  the  work)? 

We  must  get  new  lessons  each  day.  The  other 
day,  after  a  Sabbath  Day's  work,  as  I  was  going 
the  usual  round  on  the  streets,  I  fell  in  company 
with  one  of  our  citizens  who  always  has  a  good 
word  for  us,  and  as  our  conversation  was  on  city 
work,  its  advantages  and  disadvantages.  I  spoke  of 


nission 
aYantage 


their  mission  of  some  three  hundred  memb 
two    hundred    and    fifty    children    in   the 
school,  remarking,  "  Yes,  you  have  the 
of  us." 

Looking  at  me  as  if  astonished,  he  said,  "  N0   • 
you  do  not  know  it  all.    Why,  sir,  we  have  h     ' 
working  twenty-five  years  for  this.     More,  it  h 
cost  us  thousands  of  dollars.     Why,  brother  Wn 
we  were  no  older  than  your  mission  we  did  n 
have  near  the  membership  you  have,  and  no  church 
house,  as  you  people  have.     No,  indeed,  we  do  not 
have  the  advantage.     We  only  began  work  twenty- 
five  years  sooner." 

This  was  the  best  missionary  sermon  I  ever 
heard;  my  work  has  been  much  lighter  ever  since 

"My  Father  worketh  hitherto  and  I  work" 
John  5:  17.  Work,  work,  WORK.  Consecration, 
self-denial,  large  faith  in  God,— long  patience, 
going  on,— all  these  will  result  in  giving  us  j 
glorious  shout  for  victory,.—  palms  of  victory, 
crowns  of  glory.  I  care  not  if  it  is  on  this  side  or 
on  the  other,— God  will  bless  us  if  we  trust  and 
work.     O,  for  more  faith!         J.  P.  Harshbarger. 


From  the  Belleville  Church,  Kans. 

This  church  met  in  quarterly  council  Sept.  5. 
All  business  was  transacted  in  love  and  harmony. 
One  was  received  by  letter.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
our  love  feast  this  fall  Oct.  10,  commencing  at 
4  P.  M.  The  church  at  this  place  is  moving  along 
quite  nicely.  Our  Sunday  school  and  social  meet- 
ings are  interesting  and  the  attendance  increasing. 

Bro.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  is  still  among  us.  His  home  is 
here  and  we  appreciate  his  labors  of  love.  His 
work  will  soon  commence  in  the  city  school  again. 

Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelimn  will  conduct  a  Bible  nor- 
mal at  this  place,  commencing  Sept.   29.     In  the 


meantime  he  will  also  pr 
Sept.  7. 


ch  for  us. 

Louisa  J.  Williams. 


From  Rose  Valley,  Kans. 


The  members  of  the  Silver  Creek  congregation 
enjoyed  a  love  feast  and  Communion  in  the  taber- 
nacle,  which  was  well  arranged.  The  meeting  wis 
largely  attended  and  the  best  of  order  prevailed 
throughout  the  meetings.  Two  were  received  into 
church  fellowship  by  baptism. 

The  church  unanimously  agreed  to  hold  a  choice 
for  a  minister.  It  resulted  in  electing  Bro.  Edward 
K.  Masterson.  May  he  prove  faithful  to  the  Lord 
and  be  useful  to  the  church!  May  the  prayers  of 
the  church,  as  well  as  all  God's  children,  arise  in 
his  behalf,  so  that  he  may  accomplish  much  good 
for  the  Lord.  Bro.  Masterson  will  return  to  Mc- 
Pherson  College,  and  we  hope  that  his  studies  will 
still  further  fit  him  for  usefulness  in  the  cause  of 
Christ!  W.  B.  Sell. 

Grcnola,  Kans.,  Sept.  2. 


From  the  Upper  Dublin  Church,  Pa. 

The  semi-annual  council-meeting  for  this  church 

as  held  Aug.  29.     Eld.  S.   R.  Zug  presided.    On 

otion  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings. 

The  time  and  choice  of  ministerial  help  was  left  to 

the  discretion  of  the  pastor  in  charge.     An  offering 


for  the  Home  and  European  Mission  was  given, 
and  some  other  business  disposed  of.  Oct.  24  was 
designated  as  the  date  for  the  autumnal  love  feast. 
On  Sunday,  Aug.  30,  at  10  A.  M,,  a  good  a""1" 
ence  assembled  for  "  Children's  Day "  services. 
The  weather  being  fine,  the  exercises  were  both  en- 
tertaining and-impressive.  The  receipt  of  a  P°stal 
from  Bro.  C.  H.  Balsbaugh,  announcing  his  sudden 
illness,  was  disappointing  to  not  a  few,  and  some- 
what marred  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 

B.  F.  Kittinger. 


To  the  Churches  of  the  Middle  District  of  low"- 

The  District  Meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Coon 
River  church  Sept.  24.     Delegates  will  take  not* 
that  it  was  decided  last  year  to  meet  this  year  a 
A.  M..  to  organize;  also  that  elders  of  the  var'° 
churches   shall   report   to    the  Mission  Board 


September  19    1896. 


amount  of  funds  they  can  raise  to  carry  forward  the 
sion  work.  We  hope  that  all  churches  will 
.  this  matter  their  serious  consideration,  and 
that  delegates  will  be  so  instructed  as  to  act  in  har- 
ony  with  the  wishes  of  the  churches  they  repre- 
:nt,  and  that  the  Mission  Board  receive  all  the  aid 
id  information  they  are  entitled  to,  to  carry  on 
ework.  John  Zuck. 

Clarence,  Iowa. 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSElTaBB. 


From  the  Jonathan  Creek  Church,  Ohio. 

The  dedication  of  the  new  churchhouse  at  Green- 
rood  took  place  Aug.  30.  A  very  large  concourse 
of  people  assembled, —  perhaps  twice  as  many  as 
uld  be  accommodated  inside  the  house,  Every 
available  space  was  occupied,  yet  very  many  re- 
named outside. 
An  appreciative  sermon  was  preached  from  the 
rords,  "Walk  about  Zion,  and  go  round  about  her: 
.ell  the  towers  thereof.  Mark  ye  well  her  bul- 
warks, consider  her  palaces."  Ps.  48:  12,  13.  Bro. 
Juincy  Leckrone  delivered  the  dedicatory  sermon, 
tssisted  by  brethren  Orr  and  Horn.  The  brethren 
of  the  congregation  are  to  be  highly  commended 
for  their  liberality  and  earnestness  in  raising  the 
means  for  the  noble  cause.  Many  thanks  are  also 
lue  to  friends  outside  of  the  church,  who  so  kindly 
issisted  us  in  the  work.  Only  a  little  over  three 
nonths  from  the  time  the  old  house  was  burned, 
the  new  one  was  ready  for  use  and  paid  for. 

The  new  house  is  substantially  built  and  well 
adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  congregation  at  that 
place.  The  church  has  done  fairly  well  in  recent 
/ears,  and  we  hope  that  in  the  future  it  may  do 
till  more.  Benj.  Leckkone. 

Ziontown,  Ohio,  Sept,  2. 
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Notes  by  the-  Way. 

our  harvest  meeting  at  the   Donnel's  Creek 
1,  Bro.  David  Hollinger,  of  North   Manches- 
%  Ind,,  gave  us  a  practical  talk,  which  was  much 
eciated  and  will  do  us  good  if  we  take  heed 

pjl,  at  present,  at  and  near  Auburn,  111.,  preach- 

.fle  Gospel.     I  have  had  five  services  thus  far. 

iterest  and  attendance  are  good,  considering  the 

undings.     This  church  has  no  minister.     Sev- 

mnisters  have  lived  here,  but  have  all  moved 

ther   fields   of  labor.     Whether  it  is   the  best 

Ping,  either  here  or  at  other  places,  to  leave  a 

id  go  elsewhere,  and  let  the  flock  do  the 

t  it  can,  is  an  important  question,   and  should 

onsidered  before  acting. 

er  point.     In  going  to  assist  in  a  series  of 

jneetings,  let  us  be  careful,  brethren,  that  we  do 

e  the  weak  churches  and  go  to  those  who 

are  more  able  to  help  themselves.     Consider  this 

point!  Henry  Frantz. 

p'rgy,  Ohio. 

From  Bangor,  Walworth  Co.,  S.  Dak. 

The  writer,  with  some  other  Brethren  from 
Huntington  County,  Ind.,  is  making  a  prospecting 
pr  in  this  section  of  the  State  at  present. 

Owmg  to  the  fine  climate  and  productive  lands, 
l"'te  a  number  of  our  Brethren  have  already  pur- 
eed land  in  this  section.  Most  of  them  are 
r°m  Indiana.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to 
>u,Id  a  churchhouse  in  the  near  future.  The  land 
■°nipany  has  agreed  to  donate  five  hundred  dollars. 
J'Urdwillingl  shall  commence  evangelistic 
rk  tor  the  winter  with  the  members  of  Hie  Wash- 
S  °n  congregation  Sept.  19.     May  the  good  Lord 

the  workers  everywhere! 
Sef/  ,  Dorsey  Hodgden. 


Hagersto^  mI^oTi^sT  meeting 
-'rlv  »»    !     Church  was  heId  in  August.    It  was 

'•  raised",    d     °Ur  C'der  "^  admonished  us. 
aised  Si  ,'43  f°r  missionS-     Our  Sunday  school 

•«3  of  that  amount.— Wilfred  Rice,  Sept.  4. 


Altamont,  Kans.-The  Labette  church  Labette 
Co.,  Kans.,  will  hold  a  Communion  meeting  at 
tnend  Henry  Morris's,  two  miles  south  of  Alta- 
mont, Kans.,  commencing  at  2  P.  M.,  on  Saturday- 
Sept.  26,  1S9S.  A  series  of  meetings  will  com- 
mence on  Saturday  evening  before  the  Commun- 
ion.—./V.  Tropp,  Sept.  10. 

Bradford,  Ohio.-The  Upper  Stillwater  church 
assembled  in  council  to-day.  The  yearly  visit  was 
reported.  We  hope  that  matters  were  so  adjusted 
that  the  Lord's  name  may  be  glorified  and  much 
good  yet  be  done.  Several  letters  were  granted 
and  three  received  by  letter.  Our  Communion  was 
appointed  for  Oct.  15,  at  2  P.  U.-L.  L.  Landti 
Sept.  5. 

Somerset,  Ind.— This  church  met  in  council 
Sept.;5.  Bro.  S.  S.  Ulery,  our  elder,  was  present; 
also  elders  Noah  Crumrine  and  David  Wolf.  The 
meeting  passed  off  pleasantly.  Bro.  Ulery  was  re- 
elected as  our  elder.  We  also  held  an  election  for 
two  deacons.    The  lot  fell  on  brethren  Otho  Winger 

d  Newton  Wolfe,  who  were  duly  installed  —A  £ 
Miller,  Jalapa,  hut. 

Yellow  River  Church,  Ind.— Since  our  last  re- 
port three  were  received  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism and  four  by  letter.  Our  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  to-day.  Everything  coming  b.  fore 
the  church  passed  off  pleasantly.  Our  love  feast 
was  held  June  12,  beginning  at  4  P.  M.  We  have 
at  present  one  applicant  for  baptism.—  Alice  Yoder, 
Biwbon,  hid.,  Se/t.  5. 

Nappanee,  Ind.— The  Ministerial  Meeting  and 
District  Meeting,  to  be  held  Wednesday,  Sept.  30, 
and  Oct.  I,  1896,  will  be  held  in  the  Union  Center 
congregation,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind.  Trains  will  be 
met  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  at  Nappanee,  at 
10  A.  M.  and  2  P.  M.;  New  Paris,  on  Big  Four 
R.  R.,  at  9  A.  M.  and  12  noon;  Foraker,  on  Wabash 
R.  R.,  at  2  P.  U.—F.  Ang'emycr,  Sept.  8. 

Special  Notice.-  Owing  to  the  tact  that  the  day 
:cided  on  by  the  Slate  Creek  church  'or  holding 
their  love  feast,  namely,  Oct.  17,  conflicts  with 
some  appointments  of  our  neighboring  congrega- 
tions, especially  that  of  Wichita,  we  have  decided 
to  change  the  date  of  our  feast  to  Oct.  24,  hoping 
thereby  to  have  more  visiting  members  with  us 
especially  in  the  ministry,  Our  series  of  meetings 
will  begin  Oct.  17.—/.  B.  Thompson,  Sept.  5. 

Olpe,  Kans.-The  Brethren  of  the  Verdigris 
church  met  Sept.  5  in  quarterly  council.  All  busi- 
ness was  disposed  of  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
Bro.  Pearsol  was  our  Moderator.  Bro.  C.  C.  Gib- 
son, of  Illinois,  was  also  with  us.  We  greatly  en- 
joyed the  counsel  of  our  brethren  who  were  with  us 
and  admonished  us  in  the  ways  of  righteousness. 
We  have  no  resident  elder.  Bro.  W.  B.  Sell  was 
chosen  for  one  year.  Bro.  G.  W.  Garst  was  chosen 
foreman  in  the  absence  of  the  elder.-/.  M.  Quaken- 
bitsh. 

Greenwood  Church,  Mo.— On  Sunday,  Aug  23 
Eld.  F.  W.  Dove  commenced  a  series  of'  meetings' 
at  a  schoolhouse  east  of  our  churchhouse,  closing 
Sept.  5.  The  attendance  and  order  were  good.  A 
good  interest  was  manifested  among  the  members. 
Bro.  Dove  preached  the  Word  with  power.  Sin- 
ners were  awakened  and  fourteen  precious  souls 
were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  Six  of 
them  were  heads  of  families.  All  rejoiced  to  see 
their  loved  ones  come  home  to  God.  One  v 
•A— J.J.  Troxel,  Sept.  7. 


Mt.  Morris,  Minn.— Bro.  B.  F.  Miller,  of  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa,  arrived  in  the  Brethren  colony  at  the 
above-named  place  Sept.  3,  and  preached  each 
evening;  also  Sunday  marning,  the  6th.  In  the 
evening  he  filled  an  appointment  at  Milacca,  Minn 
in  the  Methodist  church.  The  attendance  and  at- 
tention given  at  all  these  meetings  was  commend- 
able. It  is  the  intention  of  the  Brethren  at  Mt. 
Morris,  to  organize  a  church  in  the  near  future.— 
Gee.  A,  Mcomaio. 

Osage  Church,  Kans.-Our  regular  quarterly 
council  was  held  to  day.  The.church  was  well  rep- 
resented and  we  had  a  good  meeting.  One  was 
added  by  letter,  and  one  made  application  to  be 
reclaimed.  The  church  decided  to  hold  a  week's 
meeting  before  our  Communion,  Oct.  31,  by  the 
home  ministers.  We  also  expect  to  have  a  series 
of  meetings  later  on.  Ample  provisions  will  be 
made  for  all  who  want  to  attend  the  Ministerial 
Meeting,  Oct.  30,  at  9  A.  M.  Let  us  pray  and 
labor  for  the  success  of  these  meetings  that  they 
may  result  in  much  good—  Salem  Beery,  McCune 
Kans.,  Sept.j. 

Shipshewana  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of 
this  church  held  their  quarterly  council  Sept.  5. 
The  business  that  came  before  the  church  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian-like  manner.  Aug.  30  we 
held  our  harvest  meeting.  Brethren  I.  L.  Berkey 
of  Rock  Run,  Peter  Long  and  Eli  Schrock,  of 
English  Prairie,  conducted  the  services.  In  the 
afternoon  Bro.  Long  gave  a  short  but  interesting 
talk  to  the  children.  Bro.  Berkey  followed  with  a 
ihort  missionary  sermon.  A  collection  was  taken 
for  foreign  missions.  The  services  were  edifying 
and,  we  hope,  made  a  lasting  impression  for  good 
on  all  present.— Ellen  Kavffman,  Emma,  Ind. 

Centerview  Church,  Mo.— We  are  striving  to  do 
our  part  in  the  Christian  warfare.  Our  meetings 
are  well  attended  and  the  members  seem  to  be 
working  for  the  best  interests  of  the  church.  The 
social  meeting,  sometimes  with  drawbacks  and  dis- 
couragements, is  bringing  many  ot  our  young  mem- 
bers in  touch  with  Christ's  teachings,  showing  them 
the  real  benefits  of  a  Christian  life,  in  contrast  to 
sin  and  the  world.  Our  last  regular  council,  Aug. 
27,  passed  quietly  and  each  one,  by  show'in"  a 
brotherly  spirit,  did  his  duty  as  a  member."  A 
brother  joined  with  us  the  next  Sunday  and  was 
baptized  at  Pertle  Springs.  Our  solicitor  secured 
about  four  dollars  for  home  mission  work.— E,  A. 
Markey. 


Syracuse,  Ind.— We  .net  in  quarterly  council 
Sept.  5,  at  10  A.  M.  Bro.  Daniel  Shively  presided. 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  harmony.  The 
time  appointed  for  holding  our  fall  love  feast  is 
Oct.  17,  at  our  large  house,  two  miles  northeast  of 
Milford  Junction.  Brethren  James  Neff  and  Will- 
iam Bussard  were  chosen  to  represent  us  at  District 
Meeting.  We  send  two  queries  to  District  Meet- 
ing. Bro.  Hiram  Forney  is  out  in  the  evangelistic 
field  again,  at  Hooversville,  Pa.  Bro.  Peter  Stuck- 
man  is  holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  Johnstown, 
Pa.— L.  A.  Neff,  Sept.  9. 


Verdigris  Church,  Kans.— We  met  in  regular 
quarterly  council  Sept.  5.  We  had  a  very  pleasant 
meeting  together.  The  business  that  came  before 
the  meeting,  was,  we  believe,  disposed  of  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  present.  Part  of  the  business 
that  was  disposed  of  was  the  choosing  of  an  elder 
The  church  chose  Eld.  W.  B.  Sell  for  one  year,  to 
look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  church.  We 
also  decided  to  hold  two  series  of  meetings  this 
fall,— one  in  the  north  part  of  the  church  and  one 
in  the  south  part.  The  time  is  not  set  for  the 
meetings.  Bro.  C.  C.  Gibson,  from  Girard,  111.,  was 
with  us  at  this  meeting,  and  gave  us  some  good 
counsel  and  admonition.— Henry  Showaltcr,  Madison, 
Kans. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Iowa.— At  this  writing  the  place 
of  work  is  in  the  above-named  congregation.  The 
next  congregation  that  I  expect  to  visit  will  be  the 
Libertyville,  and  from  this  1  aim  to  go  to  the  Mon- 
roe County  church,  at  Fredric,  Iowa.  Then  I  aim 
to  make  my  way  East,  stopping  a  few  days  at  De- 
catur, 111.  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  at  Decatur  by 
Saturday,  Oct.  17,  and  will  call  at  the  Dr.  Walston 
Sanitarium,  of  course.  I  expect  to  reach  Parkers- 
burg,  111.,  by  Oct.  24,  and  Daleville,  Va.,  by  Nov. 
14.  I  shall  spend  the  winter  in  Virginia,  and  finally 
(if  the  Lord  will)  be  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in 
Maryland  next  spring.  I  shall  try  to  be  in  the 
Master's  service  all  the  time  that  I  am  able  to 
work,  and  still  crave  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of 
the  faithful  of  the  Lord. — A.  Hutchison,  Birming- 
ham, Iowa,  Sept.  10. 
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September 


Teegarden,  Ind.  —  Last  Saturday 
Bro.  Wm.  liradt,  of  Carthage,  Jasper 
Co.,  Mo.,  came  to  us.  lie  stayed  over 
Sunday  and  preached  two  sermons, 
always 
us.— 5. 


We 


which  cheered  us. 
glad  to  have  speake 
IV.  Harbaugh,  S'pt.  7. 

Goshen,  Ind.— My  wife  has  been  sick 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer,  but  is 
now  much  better,  so  that  1  soon  ex- 
pect to  be  in  the  field,  working  for  the 
Master.  Sept.  10  I  expect  to  be  in 
Hammond,  111.,  to  commence  a  series 
of  meetings.  May  God's  blessing  ever 
attend  his  faithful  workers!-/  H.  Mil- 
ler, Sept.  (>. 

Blain,  Pa.-Ourlovc  feast  in  the  Per- 


ry congregation 
Three  Springs  1 
Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  10  ; 
at  2  P.  M.  I'erso 
uld   get   th 


Wm. 


all  be  held  at  the 
eetinghouse,  Perry 
-id  11,  commencing 
s  coming  by  railroad 
tickets  at  Newport 
over  the  Newport  and  Sherman  Valley 
R.  R.  to  Clarksrun  Station,  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  meetinghouse.—/:.  D. 
Boot,  S  pi.  5. 

Newton  Church,  Ohio.— July  25  we 
held  our  harvest  meeting.     Eld.  D 
iel  Vaniman  gave  us  a  sermon  full 
wholesome   doctrine,    after  which 
took  up  a  collection  for  home  miss 
work.     To-day  was  our  quarterly  co 
cil.     A  small  amount  of  business  ca 
before  the  church  and  all  was  attended 
to  with  the  best  of  feeling.     Our  love 
feast  will  be  held  Sept.  24,  at  2  P.  M. 
Three  were  received  by  letter. — D.  D. 
Wir.c,  Sept.  3. 

South  English,  Iowa.— The  English 
River  congregation  held  their  annual 
harvest  meeting  Sept.  5.  Bro.  McCann 
gave  us  some  good  lessons  about  sov 
ing  and  reaping.  After  preaching 
choice  was  held  for  two  deacon: 
Brethren  Jacob  B.  Klory  and  Joseph 
D.  Coffman  were  elected  and  duly  in- 
stalled with  much  solemnly.  Th< 
meetings  at  North  English  are  in  pro 
gress  with  good  attention  and  attend 
ance.— 5.  F.  Brower,  Sept.  6. 

Locust  Grove,  Md.  —  We  held  our 
quarterly  council  and  harvest  meeting 
Aug.  15.  The  attendance  was  small, 
owing  to  sickness  in  the  neighborhood. 
Aug.  16  was  children's  day.  Bro.  Chas. 
Bonsack  was  with  us  and  preached 
three  excellent  sermons.  His  talk  to 
the  children  was  very  instiuctive  and 
interesting.  Aug.  30  we  had  a  very 
enjoyable  meeting.  Four  were  bap- 
tized. Bro.  Jacob  Bricker,  of  Wash- 
ington County,  preached  for 
appreciate  his  missions  of  love  very 
much.  We  have  baptized  five  and  re- 
claimed one  this  summer. — Maggie  E. 
Ecker,  Sept.  3. 

Eel  River  Church,  Ind.— At  our  last 
Sunday  night  appointment  we  were 
agreeably  surprised  by  the  presence  of 
Bro.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Goshen,  Ind.  He 
remained  with  us  four  days  and  nights, 
selling  books  during  the  day  and 
preaching  at  night,  which  was  very 
much  appreciated  by  us  all.  We  are 
pleased  to  have  such  brethren  come 
among  us.  May  God's  choicest  bless- 
ings attend  him  wherever  he  goes!  At 
our  council,  Aug.  22,  everything  passed 
off  pleasantly.  We  had  the  council  at 
10  A.  M.  and  harvest  meeting  at  2  P. 
M.  Our  Sunday  school  is  still  grow- 
ing in  interest.  We  expect  to  reor- 
ganize for  the  winter  term  about  Oct. 
I. — C.  C.  Arnold,  Sept.  6. 


North  Star  Church,  Ohio.  —  Our 
council  was  held  on  Saturday,  Sept.  5. 
All  seemed  to  feel  that  it  was  good  to 
be  there.     Bro.  Joseph  Groff,  our  elder! 

d  brethren  Jerry  Katherman  and 
were  with  us.  Bro.  Na- 
han  Groff  was  advanced  to  the  elder- 
hip.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct. 
14.  We  expect  Bro.  David  Eilbrum 
Oct.  10,  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings, 
to  continue  until  the  love  feast,  Oct. 
lave  a  very  interesting  Sun- 
day school.— Emma  Groff,  Sept.  7. 

Woodland  Church,  111— Our  quar- 
terly council  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
Sept.  2.  There  were  a  good  many 
bers  present.  Considerable  busi- 
ness was  before  the  meeting,  but  near 
ly  everything  was  disposed  of  pleas- 
antly and  in  love.  Six  were  received 
by  letter.  Bro.  C.  Fitz  is  our  delegate 
to  District  Meeting;  Bro.  C.  Bucher, 
alternate.  One  dear  young  soul  was 
baptized  last  Sunday.  She  came  out 
on  the  last  evening  of  our  series  of 
meetings  held  in  the  tent.  This  meet- 
ing will  ever  remain  a  green  spot  in 
our  memory.  Our  next  series  of  meet- 
ings commences  Sept.  26.  We  hope 
to  reap  a  bountiful  harvest.  Our  meet- 
ings will  continue  till  Oct.  21,  —  the 
time  of  our  love  least.— Lydia  Walters, 


III. 
Painter  Creek,  Ohio.— The  members 
of  the  Ludlow  church  held  their  coun- 
cil Sept.  4.    There  was  a  large  attend 
ance,  and  all  business  was  transacted 
very  pleasantly.     We  decided  to  con 
tinue  our  Sunday  schools  thr 
the  year  instead  of  closing  ove 
as  heretofore.     Our  preaching 
will  be  held  regularly  every  two  weeks 
at  Painter  Creek  and  Pitsburg  instead 
of  three  times  in  eight  weeks.     Three 
missionary  solicitors  with  two  assist- 
ants 


ghoul 


FIKE.-In  the  Milledg 
Milledgeville,  111.,  Sept.  1 
lusan,  youngest  daughter  of  Bro.  Joseph  J.  ana 
ister  Susan  Fike,  aged  18  years.  5  months  and 
6  days.  She  was  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fe- 
■er  luly  28.  She  called  for  the  elders  and 
,as'  anointed  Aug.  20.  She  expressed  a  desire 
o  get  well,  but  was  fully  resigned  to  the  will 
of  the  Lord.  During  all  her  sickness  she  was 
heard  to  complain.  She  affectionately 
admonished  her  friends  to  prepare  for  death 

d  eternity.  She  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  June  18,  189S,  living  an  exemplary  life 
until  her  death.  The  funeral  was  preached  at 
the  Brethren  church  near  Milledgeville,  Sept. 
3.  Services  were  conducted  by  Eld.  I.  Bennett 
Trout  and  the  writer.  TOBIAS  S.  Fike. 

rkoNIGMACHER.-In  Ephrata,  Pa.,  Aug. 
28,  1806,  Bro.  Edwin  Konigmachcr,  aged  75 
years,  11  months  and  todays.  The  immediati 
cause' of  his  death  was  cancer,  from  which  hi 
suffered  for  about  two  years.  He  was  born  a 
the  old  Konigmacher  homestead,  near  thi 
borough,  in  1820.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  th' 
late  William  Konigmachcr.  He  united  with 
the  church  about  forty-nine  years  ago,  and  was 
a  consistent  member  until  death.  He  leaves  a 
daughter,  the  wife  of  Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh, 
two  grandchildren  and  many  friends.  Services 
by  J.  T.  Meyers,  of  Green  Tree,  and  J.  W. 
Smith  and  Elias  Lefever.         J.  B.  Keller. 

BEMENT— Near  Nashua,  Iowa,  Aug.  30, 
1806,  of  paralysis,  Bro.  Frank  Bement,  aged  44 
years.  Bro.  Bement's  health  was  not  good  for 
the  last  two  years.  This  spring  he  was  re- 
moved to  a  hospital  for  treatment,  where  be 
died.  The  deceased  leaves  a  wife  (a  sister) 
and  two  children.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the 
house.  Discourse  by  Bro  Frank  Wolf,  from 
Job  14:  14.  Ella  Ullom. 

SANDY— In  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  Allen 
Co.,  Ohio,  July  18,  1806,  Elizabeth  Christena, 
infant  daughter  oi  Bro.  Jacob  and  sister  Delia 
Sandy,  aged  3  months  and  Ig  days.  Funeral 
services  at  the  church  by  Bro.  Jacob  Driver, 
from  Matt.  19:  14.  David  Byerly. 

COOL— In  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  Allen 
Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1806,  Roy  Philip,  infant  son 
of  Bro.  Noah  and  sister  Ida  Cool,  aged  6 
months  and  13  days.  Funeral  se 
Sugar  Creek  church  by  Bro.  J; 
from  Isa.  40:  6.  Davi 


""""eel,  chu,c 


CLAPPER. —  In  the  Yell, 
Pa  ,  Aug.  30,  1896,  of  erysipela,,,  „ 
of  Thomas  Clapper,  aged  16  years,  10  mo  „.?' 
id  15  days.    Funeral  conducted  by  Bro  w 
itcbey,  assisted  by  Bro.  David  Stayer  f  '"' 
P«.  1 124.  W.M.STE;L™m 

SHANK.— In  the  Manor  congregation  I  a- 
,a  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  26,  .896,  sister  Anne  Sha„k 
;ed  87  years,  5  months  and  Igdays.  Funeral 
xasion  improved  from  Heb.  13:  u  hv  ,, 
riter.  Jose™  HoLsorpL  ' 


Delawi 
Andrei 
17  day: 
by  the 


congregation, 


NOBLE. —  In  the   Killbuck 

e  Co  ,  Ind.,  Aug.  25,  1896,  infant  sonc- 

J.  and  I'lnia  Noble,  aged  7  months  mo 
Services  at  the  house  of  his  parents 
riter,  from  Matt.  18:  3. 

John  R.  Wellington. 
PHILIPPI.-In  the  Summit  church.  Somer 
a  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  23,  1896,  Bro  Simon  Philippi 
ged  S5  years,  8  months  and  21  days.  He  was 
faithful  member  of  the  Brethren  church  lor 
lany  years.  He  was  our  sexton  for  a  number 
f  years.  His  wife  preceded  him  about  ten 
years.  He  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life  with 
his  daughter  Elizabeth.  For  about  the  |ast 
year  he  was  entirely  blind,  but  his  mind 
seemed  to  be  bright  until  the  last.  A  few 
weeks  ago  he  asked  for  the  Communion,  which 
was  attended  to.  We  had  a  very  pleasant 
meeting.  There  were  five  daughters  born  to 
them.  Funeral  services  by  J.  W,  Peck  and 
the  writer.  JoelGnacey. 

WALLACE.— In  the  Killbuck  congregation. 
Delaware  Co.,  Ind.,  at  his  father's  residence, 
Aug.  4,  1896.  Sydney  Arthur  Wallace,  aged  e 
years,  9  months  and  26  days.  Funeral  by  the 
undersigned  at  his  home,  from  Mark  10: 14. 
John  R.  Wellington. 

BREWER— Nine  miles  west  of  the  Kill- 
buck  congregation,  Madison  Co.,  Ind.,  Aug.  23, 
5,  sister  Phccbe  Ann  Brewer,  aged  69  years, 
onths  and  4  days.  Deceased  was  married 
-evi  Brewer  Nov.  26, 1848.  She 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  many 
rs.    Services  at  the  Wilson  Chapel  by  the 


appon 


id,    each    for    two 

They  were  instructed  to  make 

nediate  effort  to  raise  funds  for 

pport  of  the  Southern  Ohio  mis- 

ork.    Our  Communion  meeting 

at  Pitsburg  will  be  held   on  Tuesday, 

Oct.  13,  commencing  at  2  P.  M.—Levi 

Minnich,  Sept.  7. 


-MATRIMONIAL-^ 

herefore  God  hath  joined  together,  let  n 


BEERY— At  Greencastle.Ind.,  July  10, 1896, 
Esther  Pearl,  daughter  of  P.  H.  and  Kate  Bee- 
,  aged  1  year,  I  month  and  19  days. 

P.  H.  Beery. 

DEARDORFF.— At  the  homestead  of  her 

father,  near  Eaton,  Ohio,  June  5,  1896,  Sally 

rdorff,  aged  71  years,  6  months 


sbon 


■Pale 


,  Darke  Co 


Ohio,  Nov.  24,  1824.    H 
Harter.     She  was  marri 
Sept.  11,  1845 
the  Brethren 


t  R.  Wellington 


GILBERT.— Aug.  14,  1896,  Warren,  infa.  I 
son  of  Bro.  and  sister  James  Gilbert.  <i'gcd<  -I 
months  and  II  days.  Disease,  cholera  infaiw 
turn.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

A.  G,  Crosswhitj. 

BARNHIZER— In  the  Stony  Creek  chimb, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ind.,  Sept.  3,  1896,  Bro.  Daniel 
Barnhizer,  aged  69  years.  He  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  last  April  and  lived  faithfully 
until  the  end.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 
John  S.  McCartv. 


MYERS-BLACK.— At  the  home  of  th 
dersigned,  South  English,  Iowa,  Aug.  27, 
Bro.  Charles  S.  Myers  and  sister  Emma  Black, 
both  of  Kinross,  Iowa.  Samuel  Flory. 

HENRICKS— ROOT— By  the  undersigned, 
at  Lynn.OklaT.,  Aug.  27,  1S96,  Bro.  Robert 
Henncks  and  sister  Minnie  Root,  all  of  Woods 
County,  Okla.  T.  Emanuel  J.  Smith. 


. .  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

"  111, '1  are  the  dead  which  diein  the  Lore 


DETR1CK— In  the   M 
Aug.   19.   1S96,  of 


r  church,  Ohio, 

daughter  of  Bro.  John  B.  and  sister  Mary  De 
trick,  aged  19  years,  9  months  and  28  days 
Funeral  discourse  by  Eld.  John  Shelleberger 
assisted  by  Daniel  Miller,  from  the  words 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord.' 


I.  L.  Deardorff, 
She  united  with  the  church  of 
early  life  and  lived  a  consist- 
•nt,  Christian  life  to  the  end.  She  gave  S5°o 
to  our  church,  and  SI 000  to  the  Old  Folks' 
Home  of  Southern  Ohio.  Funeral  services 
conducted  at  Wheatville,  Ohio,  June  7,  by  Bro. 
B.  F.  Petry  and  the  writer. 

A.  G.  Crosswhtte. 

BENNETT.— In  the  Walnut  Valley  church, 
Barton  Co.,  Kans..  Aug.  25,  1896,  Rosa  Fran- 
ces, daughter  of  friend  John  and  Lizzie  Ben- 
nett, aged  I  year  and  3  days.  Funeral  services 
at  the  home  by  Bro.  J.  J.  Filbrun,  from  Luke 
18:  16.  Ella  Brunnemeyer. 

K1NDIG  —  In  the  Mt.  Vernon  church,  Au- 
gusta Co.,  Va.,  Aug.  30,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth 
Kindig.  aged  65  years  and  7  r 
a  very  devoted  sister. 


H.C.  Eari. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS^ 

Southern  Illinois. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting  of  the  Southern  District  of  III'- 
10  be  held  in  the  Blue  Ridge  church,  i» 
sfield,  Piatt  Co.,  111.,  Oct.  15  and  16,  l8g6; 


Addr< 


s  of  Welcome,  John  Barnhart. 


'Evil  of  I 


ry  Phrases  by  Mm 

ey,  N.  J.  Brubaker, 

2.  "  The  yualific 

ister  of  the  Gospel 


discussion. 
and  other  Unnecessa- 
:of  God."-A.J.Ni* 


1  Stout- 


Lib 


:Mll 


MARTIN— At  her  home,  one  mile  west  of 
Bradford,  Ohio,  Sept.  4,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever, 
Martha,  daughter  of  Valentine  Martin,  aged 
13  years,  10  months  and   17  day 


IM.ll.t 


brotlie 


and 


One  little  brother  preceded  her  to  the  spirit 
world.     Funeral  at  the  Harris  Creek  church, 
conducted  by  brethren  Neff  and  Cool.     Inter 
ment  in  the  old  cemetery  near  the  church. 
J.  G.  Porter. 


KEPLER.— In  the  Spring  Creek  congrega- 
ion.  Iowa,  July  10,  1806,  sister  Mary  Kepler, 
ged  64  years.  Sister  Mary  was  a  faithful 
nember  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number 
of  years.  A  short  time  before  her  death  she 
called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed.  She 
quested  that  the  services  be  conducted  by 
brethren  Harvey  Eikenberry  and  O.  J.  Beaver, 
the  text,  "  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  New  Hampton  cem- 
etery near  her  old  home. 

Nellie  G.  Braver. 

SNIDER— In  the  New  Enterprise  church, 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  July  22,  1896,  Bro.  Jacob  W 
Snider,  aged  84  years,  6  months  and  19  days 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  D.  T.  Detwilei 
and  C.  L.  Buck,  from  Job  14:  14. 

H.  A.  Buck. 


ins  of  a  Successful  *!»■ 
C.  Fitz,  Jas.  Wirt.         | 

3.  "Is  our  Ministry  as  fully  Employed  >'  ' 
Should  be?    If  hot,  why  not?  "-Menno  S 
fer,  Charles  Gibson. 

4.  "How  Shall  we  Proceed  to  Nurtures 
Develop  our  Young  Members?  "-Thos. 

R.  H.  Burger.  ,d  „ 

"  What  Kind  of  Treatment  is  Dim :*■< 

of  the  Church  from  her  Members? 

Bucher,  S.  Heitz.       . 

6.  "The  Duties  and   Responsibility 
in,S,er'sWife."-Ma„ieLearGNev»ge-B_ 

7.  "  What  Should  be  Done  to  Instill  _ 
pie  of  Modest  Adornment  in  toe  ■  flo_ 
i  Defined  by  Peter  and  Timothy?  -> 
,,C.C.  Brubaker.                     Greater  Int"'* 

Mission3'' 


8.  "  How  can  we  Create 
among  both  Ministry  and  Laity 
Work?  "— B.  E.  Kesler,  Jacob  Wyne, 

A  general 


ally  to  the 


living 


ndedtoall.«Pc- 
„  the  Disincl- 


I  H.  Baker, 
{."ham."*** 
i,  w.  bruuaksr' 


September  19,  ™ 


THE   GOSPEL   ^d!ESSEISrC3-EEv. 


Co? 


r  ANNOUNCEMENTS  * « 

DISTRICT  nEETlNGS. 

Kiddle  District  of  Io 


.  ....  M  1  rlii. 

1-  sprnn:-: 


n-    l.y    1 


ilatrlct  of  Michigan,  in  the 
riot  or  Illinois,  in  the  Blue 
ict  of  Nebraska, in  the  Weep- 
uthern   District  of  Iowa 


IBej 
Bel 


LOVE  FEASTS. 
iP.M.,Quemahonini 


IP.  M.,  Coon  River  church,  near  Pano 
J  P.  M.,at  Berkey  meetinghouse,  Shadf 
in  A,  M.,  Nettle  Creek  church,  Hagera 


1.,  lir:niroril,rhicknsftw 


lof  Hoyle  P.O., 


I 


.  M.,  Appanoose  c 


0,  at  1:  30  P.  M„  Buffalo  Valley,  Pa. 

v  Hope,  Jackson  C.O.,  Ind. 

P.  M„  Macoupin  Creek  church, 111. 

10, at  3  P.  M.,  Liberty  v  I  lie  church,  Jet 


I.,  Walnut  Valley  chun 


\I.,  Green  Spring  church, 

..  Sugar  Creek  church,  r 

I.,  Kairvlew,  Mo. 
I.,  \]i  miles 


rLln 


northeast  of  Nevadn 
i^iHi 11  lit  1  1J.M„  Rock  Creek  church.  White- 
st 2;  30  P.  M.,  Alleghany  church,  Grant  Co., 
u'_atlp-  M,,  Killhnck  church,  Delaware  Co., 
'■  a*  i  P.  M.,  Hyndman,  Pa. 
'.Peabody  church,  Kans. 

«»J  2:80  P,  M.,  urundy  County  church,  Iowa. 

■I1;-  ■'•  1\  M.,  Wmint  J.ivrhun  l» house,  Jacob's 

■-K  LLrmrt'ttatioii.  Wrstiiiort'Jiuiil  Co.,  t'a 

«  Jj  HurrlcaDe  Creek  church,  BoDd  Co.,  111. 

^'los'nonii  of  sRh°k  Cr8ult  ohuroh'  Kana.,  5# 


M...  Bethlehem  m 

01  i\Loun<l  city  A 

eetin 

ghouse,5mlie6 

na  church,  Winn 
at  IOA.M.,(luin 

ere 

urch,  Knns. 

ttt  1  P.  M.,  Arnold's  G 

ove,  111. 
hurch,  Ind.,  8 

i-M.,  South  Morr 
V-M„  Dry  Fork  0 

l,Bi 

own  Co.,  Knns 
,Mo. 

nt  *  P.  M  ,  Scott  V 
M,,  Beaver  Rune 

alle> 

church,  Kans 
h,  Burlington 

Oct.  15,  at   10  A.  M.,  Prairie  Creek  church,  Wells 
Oct.  15,  at  i  p.  M.,  Cedar  I.akv  church,  Tnd. 
Oct.  15, at  10:30  A.  M.,  Four  AIllo  church,  Ind. 
Oct.  lo,  at  2  P,  AI.,  White  church,  Montgomery  Co., 
Oct  15.  at  2  P.M.,  Arcadia  church,  Hamilton  Co. 

0CtCo6'  Mlt0hAl  "  '  BIaCk  U'Ver  ohuroh'  VanBuren 

Oct.  16,  at  1  P.  M.,  Ryot,  Pa.  ' 

Oct.  16,  at  io  A.  M.,  Sugar  Crook,  Whitley  Co.,  Ind, 


P.  M.,  Beech  Qrove  church,  Madlsoi 

r,  at  10  A.  AI.,  Upper  Cumberland,  Pa. 

J.  M„  Blue  Creek  charoh,  Ind: 

7,  at  9  P.  AI..  Aughwlck  church,  Ger 

P.  AI.,  Franklin  Grove,  111. 

?.  M„  Ulnar  church,  Pa. 

A.M.,  Beaverdam  churoh,  Frederick 

t  Creel;  church,  Bourbon  Co.,  Km 

3,  Clay  Hill,  Pa. 


Oct.  17,  Mound  church.  Adrian,  Mo. 

Oct.  17,  Fredonla,  Knns. 

Oct.  17.  at  4  P.  M.,  Lafayette  church,  Allen   Co, 


half  miles  south 

Kans. 

ch,  Ohio. 

i.  church,  Bantoi 


congregation,  I 
heast  of  Tiptop 


..M|.r 


.,  Car 


10  A.  M  ,  Woodland  church,  Fnlton 
3  P.  M.,  Cedar  Creek  church,  Gari 
i  2«.  at  1  P.  AI.,  Chiques  church,  Lon 

2  P.  M.,  Lower  Fall  Creek,  Ind. 

i  P.  M.,  Clover  Creek,  Blair  Co.,  Pa. 


Uct.S3.at  10:  on  A.  M.,  Walnut   Levi  church,  Wells 

Co.,  Ind. 
Oot.28.al  10  A.  M-.  Stony  Creek  church,  i  mllsa 

east  of  Kotihsvilli-,  Hamilton  Co..  Ind. 
Uet.  23,at  :i  P.  M.  South  English,  Iowa. 
Oct.  24,  at  4  P.  M.,  Woodbury  church,  Bedford  Co., 

Oct.  2J,  at  2  P.  M.,  Parsons,  Knns, 

Oct.  24,  Sugar  Ridge.  Mich. 

Oct.  24,  at  2  P.  M.,  Ozawkie  church,  Kans. 

Oct.  24,  at  3  P.  M.,  Roann  church,  Ind. 

Oct.  24,  at  10  A.  M,  Black  Swamp,  Walnut  Grove 

Oct.  21,  at  2  P.  M.,  Pine  church.  Hampshire  Co.,  W. 

Oct.  24.  at  10  A.  M.,  Lick  Creek  church,  Washlng- 

Oct.  2*.  at  2  P.  M.,  Brock's  Gap,  Va. 

Oct.  24,  at  3  P.  AI.,  Alert  in  I'lveir   church,  t  miles 

south  of  Jetrt'ivoi! villi-,  Wayne  Co.,  111. 
Oct.  21,  Barren  Ridge,  Va. 
Oct. 24,  Lower  Deer  Creek,  Ind. 
Oot.  24  and  2>.  at  10  A.  AI.,  Wolty  meetinghouse, 

Oct.  24  and  25,  at  3:  30  P.  M.,  Manuoketa  church, 

Oct  2I.AIey 


Oct. 


Co., 


(.,  Eagle  Creek  church,  Hancock 


!5,  at!  P.  M..  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 
Oct.  25  at  3  P.  M-,  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 
Oot.  31,  at  2  P.  M.,  Osage  church,  Kans. 

Nov. 5,  Bethel  churoh.Ind. 


.at  i  P.M..  Kansas  t--i.t.T  otiureli,  it  Ice  Co., 

ins.,  3  miles  east  of  Lyons. 

3, at  i"  \.  M..  Locust  Grove  church,  Froder- 


•ADVERTISEMENTS*. 


i  Inch    each  Insertion: 


~a.  ; 


.»i  So 


Oo.  month  (,  limn) 

lire,  months  (13  times) 

One  vcar  (s,  times), .I.""""."!".'"."!!."".'.'"."     70 

l^~No  Cut,  or  nllici  do,  h,':    ns.rlcd  unless  mounted 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


id  of  keeping  them  unless 
stop  the  pain  and  get  rid  of 

trouble,  and  without  any  bu 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.  -  Weekly;  welt-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school   lesson,  witt 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.     No  better  publication 
be  found   for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of 
Sunday  schools. 


10  copies,  per  quarter 25  cent 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religiou: 
weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,   $1.50    pei 


The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

ao  copies  to  one  address,  3  months, 1  70 

jo  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months 3  $0 


:opie! 


3  3S 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  folly  adapt  it  to  their 


Slnglesubserlptloi 
:oples  and  over, 


•  35  c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
fctf  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
;st,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year so  cents 

copies,  per  quarter iscsnts 

)  copies  and  orer, *%  cents  etch 


HAKVENT  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlington  Route. 


August  1,  is,  Soptorobor  1.  IB,  90,  onfl  October 
0,20, nil C.  11.  a  ft.  tickot agonts  will  sell  excursion. 
is  111  vorj    low  rates  i>>  the  farm  lands  and 


Si  ml    l.ii     a     |inui|ihl,'l     inn    i-liarge)    about 
Hunger  Agent,  C.  B.  A  tj.  H.  lt„  Ohloago,  III.       UOtlO 


Seed-Time. 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


The  following  letter  eimlalnn  valuable  Infoniuv 
OBOHOLA,  MO.,  July  Ifi.lBW. 


Agents  wanted.   Address. 

8,  B.  DUBBBL, 
Franklin  Co.  KIM  Waynesboro,  Pa. 


James  T.  Quintan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


Hay,  si  raw, Grain,  Furs,  Hidi.'i 


Farm  for  Sale! 


1  be  1  ijk l  bj  addressing  Martin 
iwsoii,  Kidder  Co.,  North  Do- 
mi  inn  ri    1  Ifduslred. 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  is 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brrthrbn's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


Can  offer  to  pay.  their  students'  car  fare. 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.  For  particu- 
lars, address, 

SCHOOL  COMPANY. 

34tf  Fruitdale,  Ala, 


THIS    GOSPEL    3yEESSE2STGEE-. 


Septembe 


othot  *.'«'. t  n.i 


FREE    HOMESTEADS 

«-GovernmontLandaia  Walls,  Pierce.  BanKm.  McLean, 

"'  :'On"[hc  s"r'Y(""'-:'[L<"  ,'"u"IJ"y  '"  'Wlh  U''k""i 

ijj    LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  '-On  the  Soo  Line," 

Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 
'*';'  to  $3.00  per  ton. 

opportunities  for 


.,'!.!u"u."l"1" 
■  place  tor  ! In.' 1 11, 


Line." 


Inilividuula.—^On  the  Soo 


BRETHREN  f"hrefPect'ull?_«ked 


,',..  V.'i  nourillu§trate:d.land  primers 

•«*!    HALF  FARES  *°rHpme.eekeiBMid 

.-  in- Settlers,  and   HALF 

«lil    KATES     011     Household.    Goods,    Tools 
reams    and    Farm    Stock,--"On    the   Soo 

.......     W.lress.T.  1.  HURD.  Landand  Industrial Amnfc. 

"SOO"  Railway.  MINM-.AI'OI.IS.  ll,^,^,^ 

niuoli  0r-  A-  A-  JACK,  Traveling  Immigration  Acent 

i.y  ..II  LtTUoir,  nL-Iuctu 

1  "'  Or,  FRANK  SWICKtRi).  Tr.-.v  Ii„,„iL-rntin,,  i„„  , 
N"H™   »«'   Hl.MI.I,'  ■'',',.',., 


Your  Fourth  Crop 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


l>ospalos  Colony  In  Cnllft 


""""■  ONLY  30  CENTS!;;: 


.■  u  desire  1..  ti-ii  and  lim 

1   I'flnl'-.]  iiinir.riiinl    lofor 

oh,  utf.,  by  addressing 

MAX  BASH, 


Only  the  Best. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  solid  Stone  Post  thai  is  firm  and  indent ruct I. 
ble  and  is  sold  nearly  On* -Ik,  If  </,,„,„,,■  tliaiJ 
the  IroD  or  Steel    Posts,  which   in   cold   weather  break 

Great  Inducements    it,  agenla   wl.u  can  work   tcrrtlory! 

J nl6 "  Co an  tlea" foV^a L'^flmi  ' nuTc i r C u lir" ' Sd 


Good  New  Timothy  Seed. 

$1.25  per  bushel.     New  Sacks,  15  cents  each. 
C.  ROWLAND, 
38t2  Lanark,  111. 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 

iiBtl'  from  nil  prluolpa]  points  in  the  Boat.  ] 
re  your  Uckefs  read  "  Via  0.  B.  &  Q.  Jtt'y." '  p 
.tea  and  rates  of  excursions,  et«,,  address 


B.  MARKS, 

Chicago,  III. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

145  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  la  centrally  located,  and  the  most  respect' 
able  House  ol  Its  class  In  the  City.  The  charges  arc 
moderate,  varying  in  price  Irom  ?S  cents  to  »i>So  per  day 
per  perion.  Thompson's  Restaurant  underneath.  First. 
clui  Pustngai  Blayator, 


nlles  f 


u  lands  are  till  1 
d  with  a  splendid  growth  or 
aaple,  elm,   and    poplar,  inti 
Tacts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  th 

e  lands  1  offer  at  prices  from  H-W  ti 
s  unpnld  part  of 


.  Wei 


e  especially  adapled  f« 

1  nil  kinds  of  grain, corn, 


■  ■  prii-e  .In 


:  Superior,  an-  tin-  very  best,  the  rate  for  v.atv 
ping  of  grain  being  only  7>y  to  0  cents  per  hundred. 
The    lands    are   well    watered   with   creeks  and 

kali  is  found  either  in  the  water  or  soil.  Plenty »' 
Umber  for  building  purposes,  fences  aud  fuel' 
Splendid  climate,    No  prairie  winds  or  blizzard'' 

these  lands  lire  s«<l  aside  eirlusivoly  for  the  Brelb- 

A  number  of  Brethren  have  already  located  on 
these  lands.    They  have  a  Sunday  school  orj£ 
Izedwlth  an  ai  tendance  of  14,  and  a  church  Wl 
orgaul/.nd  In  the  near  future. 

On  Sept.  15  and  21*,  Oct.  6  and  20,  there  will  be  ei- 
iurslon  rates  for  home-seekers  from  all  points'* 
Mlloca,  Minn.,  at  one  fare  for  the  round  trip,  PIui 
52.00.  q 

Free  fare  for  land  buyers,  not  to  exceed  l&jgSg 


1  St.,  fcU.  Paul,  or 
GEO.  A.  MOOMAW. 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE- 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  tile  MBSSiWO 
oue  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Fr"'H,y 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Astnmo.  d 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throw.  , 
Colds  hi  the  Head.  It  gives  Instant  r  d 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  >'OU  •  S  iD. 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  «'»"','„,  out 
haler  in  the  original  package.  I  h"v,  ,,.  cooJ 
many  hundred,  a.,,1  h..ve  nothing  ',udsV 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  «? 
Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.    Addres 

DR.  E>.  j.  -wors  «hi» 

Patent  applied  lor.  ASHLAND.  u 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF   THE  GOSPEL:'— Phil. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  September  26,  1896. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Futlinisi  Weekl?,  it  SI. CO  per  Annum,  \~ 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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This  year  Hungary  will  celebrate  the  millennium 
of  its  existence  as  an  organized  government.  It 
is  the  oldest  constitutional  country  in  Europe, 
having  always  maintained  civil  and  religious  lib- 
erty to  both  Jews  and  Gentiles.  Jews  were  never 
persecuted  in  Hungary.  There  are  few  countries, 
however,  where  the  Jews  have  not  been  more  or 
less  persecuted. 

According  to  a  writer,  who  lived  in  Jerusalem 
for  forty  years,  says  the  Digest,  the  Jewish  popula- 
tion of  the  city  is  increasing.  "  Twenty-two  years 
ago,"  she  says,  "there  were  only  between  15,000 
and  20,000  Jews  in  Jerusalem.  In  those  days  no 
houses  were  to  be  found  outside  the  magnificent 
walls,  the  gates  of  which  are  closed  at  night. 
Since  then  many  changes  have  taken  place,  and  the 
Hebrew  population — mainly  on  account  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  Jewish  immigration  from  Russia— now 
stands  at  between  60,000  and  70,000."         -- 


■The  moon  is  our  close  neighbor,  though  we 
know  comparatively  little  concerning  its  surface. 
ts  distance  from  the  earth  is  about  240,000  miles, 
but  by  means  of  the  large  and  greatly-improved 
telescopes  of  late  years,  we  are  enabled  to  get  a 
very  close  view  of  it.  It  has  long  been  taught  that 
neither  water  nor  air  could  be  found  on  the  moon, 
but  lati 


er  investigations  seem  to  indicate  that  both 
exist  to  a  limited  extent.  A  leading  astronomer, 
after  careful  observations  at  the  Lick  Observatory 
*nd  in  Peru,  says:  "However,  besides  these  clefts, 
re  are  much  finer  formations  which  only  lately 
£ave  received  due  attention,  and  these  finer  rills 
ave  all  the  aspects  of  river-beds.  They  are  not 
s  ra»ght-lined,  but  wind  exactly  as  rivers  wind  on 


our  maps;  they  fork  like  rivers;  they  are  wider  at 
one  end  than  at  the  other,  and  one  end  is  nearly 
always  higher  than  the  other.  Many  such  fine  rills 
have  been  observed  and  mapped  lately,  and  Prof. 
W.  Pickering  gives  a  list  of  thirty-five  presumable 
river-beds,  large,  medium-sized,  and  very  fine.  .  .  . 
In  short,  it  may  now  be  taken  as  certain  that  there 
are  river-beds,  to  all  appearance  of  aqueous  origin; 
but  they  are  so  narrow  that  we  should  not  be  able 
to  discover  water-courses  if  they  existed  at  the  bot- 
tom of  these  valleys.  We  must  be  content  with 
saying  that  they  have  been  scooped  out  by  running 
water." 

After  discussing  the  subject  at  some  length  the 
writer,  Prince  Kropotkin,  closes  his  remarks  thus: 
"  For  the  last  few  years  a  number  of  data  are  ac- 
cumulating, all  tending  to  prove  that  it  was  too 
rash  to  describe  the  moon's  surface  as  utterly  de- 
void of  life.  It  appears  very  probable,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  volcanic  changes  continue  to  go  on  on 
the  moon's  surface  on  a  larger  scale  than  on  the 
earth,  and  that  notwithstanding  the  most  unfavora- 
ble conditions  for  organic  life  which  prevail  there, 
such  life  exists,  be  it  only  on  a  small  scale.  This 
is  certainly  very  far  from  the  sanguine  affirmations 
of  the  last  century  selenographers,  who  wanted  to 
see  on  the  moon  'fortifications,'  'national  roads,' 
and  '  traces  of  industrial  activity; '  such  objects,  if 
they  did  exist,  could  not  be  seen  with  our  best  in- 
struments. But  traces  of  vegetation  which  devel- 
ops at  certain  periods  and  fades  next,  traces  of 
water  which  runs  perhaps  even  now,  as  well  as  in- 
dications of  volcanic  changes  of  the  surface,  be- 
come more  and  more  probable  in  proportion  as  we 
learn  to  know  our  satellite  better."  Lines  of 
thought  like  this  make  the  lovers  of  truth  anxious 
for  the  life  beyond  the  grave,  that  they  may  learn 
the  leal  facts  concerning  the  many  mysteries  that 
now  confront  them. 


The  Independent  takes  Dr.  Dowie  to  task  for  say- 
ing that  Belzoni  found  wheat  in  the  great  pyramid 
of  Gizeh,  three  thousand  years  old,  and  that,  when 
planted,  it  grew  and  has  since  spread  to  Manitoba, 
Winnipeg  and  parts  of  Australia.  It  says:  "Now 
there  is  not  a  bit  of  truth  in  all  that  story.  Bel- 
zoni never  opened  the  Great  Pyramid  of  Gizeh, 
and  he  did  not  find  wheat  in  a  mummy  case  there; 
at  least,  there  is  not  one  word  about  it  in  his  '  Narra- 
tive.' If  there  had  been  wheat  in  the  case  it 
would  have  been  more  than  five  thousand  years 
old  instead  of  three  thousand;  and  no  mummy 
wheat  has  ever  been  certainly  known  to  germi- 
nate, and  there  are  no  plains  of  Manitoba  or  Winni- 
peg or  Australia  in  which  there  is  one  acre  which 
has  come  from  mummy  wheat.  The  whole  story  is 
an  invention,  as  we  once  before  remarked  when  Dr. 
Talmage  used  the  illustration,  much  less  rhetoric- 
ally. We  trust  Dr.  Dowie's  cures  are  better  than 
his  history  and  science." 


On  account  of  the  relation  the  modern  Walden- 
ses  sustain  to  the  old  Waldensian  church,  of  the 
Piedmont  Valley,  we  feel  more  or  less  interested  in 
the  colony  of  that  people  located  in  North  Caro- 
lina. For  a  time  they  were  reported  to  be  very 
much  discouraged,  but  it  is  now  stated  that  the 
crops  are  good,  and  that  the  colony  is  in  a  real 
prosperous  condition.  A  few  accessions  from  Italy 
have  been  made,  but  not  as  many  as  anticipated. 
Should  the  colony  continue  to  prosper  a  number  of 
other  families  will  doubtless  come  over  from  the 
Piedmont  Valley,  and  make  their  home  in  this  land 


of  religious  liberty.  There 
Waldensian  people  greatly  re 
in  their  faith,  practice  anc 
lived  for  hundreds  of  years 


a  time  when  the 

ibled  the  Brethren 

eculiarities.     They 

in  the  Valley  of  Pied- 


mont, surrounded  by  the  great 
joyed  their  religion  to  the  fullest  extent.  They  were 
a  sober  and  industrious  people,  and  endeavored  to 
carry  out  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Word. 
But  persecutions  scattered  them,  and  time  has  great- 
ly changed  their  form  of  worship  and  practice.  In 
some  respects  their  glory  has  departed. 


For  some  months  England  has  been  engaged  in 
a  vigorous  military  campaign  against  Soudan,  a 
large  country  in  Africa,  lying  south  of  the  Sahara 
Desert,  and  reaching  to  the  river  Nile  on  the  east. 
The  country  lies  entirely  within  the  Torrid  Zone 
and  is  inhabited  by  numerous  tribes  of  warlike  ne- 
groes that  have  long  been  the  terror  of  middle 
Africa.  They  are  enemies  to  civilization  and  are 
successfully  excluding  everything  that  would  prove 
helpful  to  them  as  a  people.  They  have  withstood 
the  strongest  forces  sent  against  them  until  the  pres- 
ent campaign.  The  English  forces  are  moving  with 
great  care.  Last  week  a  battle  was  fought  at  Wady 
Haifa,  near  the  southmost  point  reached  by  breth- 
ren Miller  and  Lahman  during  their  travels  in 
Egypt,  which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  Dervish. 
The  English  gunboats  moved  on  past  to  Dongola, 
the  headquarters  of  the  Dervish  forces,  and  cap- 
tured that,  so  that  the  strongholds  of  the  country 
ncy/  seem  tc  be  in  the  ha.jds  of  the  English.     The 


result  of  this  campaign  will 

probably  be  to  open  up 

Soudan  to  the  missionaries 

and  other  forces  which 

may  civilize  the  tribes  and 

make  the  country  more 

accessible  to  a  better  clas 

s  of  people.     It  is   un- 

fortunate  that  war  must  c 

ome,  but  we  are  taught 

that  rulers  do  not  bear  the 

sword  in  vain,  and  the 

Lord  knows  how  to  turn  ev 

en  the  results  of  wars  to 

his  own  glory  and  honor,  ai 
instance. 

d  so  may  it  be  in  this 

The  state  of  affairs  in  the  Turkish  Empire,  and 
in  Constantinople  in  particular,  is  becoming  more 
serious  every  day.  It  is  quite  generally  believed 
that  the  late  massacre  of  nearly  5,000  Armenians  in 
the  city,  was  planned  and  executed  by  the  consent 
of  the  Sultan,  who,  at  this  time,  by  not  a  few  who 
ought  to  know,  is  thought  to  be  insane,  and  may 
have  to  be  deposed.  Armenians  by  the  thousands 
are  being  sent  out  of  the  empire,  and  hundreds  of 
those  taken  from  the  capital  are  reported  to  have 
been  drowned  at  sea  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them. 
Foreigners  are  thought  to  be  in  great  danger,  and 
even  the  ambassadors  of  the  different  governments, 
in  Constantinople,  are  preparing  for  defense,  War- 
ships from  the  leading  powers  are  collecting  with  a 
view  of  protecting  the  interests  of  those  they  rep- 
resent. Internally,  the  whole  empire  seems  to  be 
in  a  state  of  excitement.  The  younger  Turks  are 
clamoring  for  the  deposition  of  the  Sultan  and  de- 
mand a  more  civilized  and  aggressive  policy.  All 
England  is  excited,  and  wants  the  Turkish  Empire 
dissolved  and  an  end  put  to  the  wholesale  massacre 
of  Christians,  while  Russia  seems  to  be  standing  in 
the  way  of  any  decided  move  upon  the  part  of  the 
powers.  But  the  Czar  is  on  a  visit  to  England,  and 
it  is  believed,  or  at  least  it  is  hoped,  that  he  may 
be  induced  to  act  in  concert  with  the  other  powers 
and  demand  a  change  in  the  Turkish  policy.  And 
if  Queen  Victoria  can  infuse  some  of  her  earnest 
convictions  into  the  mind  of  her  granddaughter, 
the  wife  of  the  Czar,  and  bring  her  strong  personal 
influence  to  bear,  something  will  be  done  for  the 
good  of  the  Armenian  cause, 


TjHCE    GOSPEL    MESSETSTG-IErE, 


Septembe 


■ESSAYS- 


JUDGE  NOT. 


How  do  we  know  what  hearts  have  vil 

How  do  we  know? 
Many,  like  sepulchres  arc  foul  within. 
Whose  outward  garb  is  spotless  as  the 
And  many  may  be  pure  we  think  not  s> 
How  near  to  Cod  the  souls  of  such  hav 


Wha 


Ho 


How  can  we  tell  who  sinned  more  than  we? 

How  can  we  tell? 
We  think  our  brother  walked  guiltily, 
Judging  him  in  self-righteousness.    Ah,  well! 
Perhaps  had  we  been  driven  through  the  hell 
Of  his  untold  temptations,  we  might  be 
Less  upright  in  our  daily  walk  than  he,— 


How 


HI: 


Da 


demntbe  ills  that  others 
Dare  we  condemn? 
Their  strength  is  small,  their  trials  no 
The  tide  of  wrong  is  difficult  to  stem. 
And  if  to  us  more  clearly  than  to  then 
Is  given  knowledge  of  the  good  or  Inn 
More  do  they  need  our  help  and  pity  I 


Dan 


nn? 


God  help  us  all  and  lead  us  day  by  day, 

God  help  us  all. 
We  cannot  walk  alone  the  perfect  way, 
Evil  allures  us,  tempts  us  and  we  fall ; 
We  are  but  human  and  our  power  is  small; 
Not  one  of  us  may  boast,  and  not  a  day 
Rolls  o'er  our  heads  but  each  hath  need  to  say, 

God  bless  us  all! 

— Selected. 

OUR  LOVE  FEASTS.-A  CUSTOM  CRITICISED. 


The  love  feast  season  is  at  hand,  the  season 
when  we  meet  together  to  commemorate  the  suf- 
ferings and  death  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  and 
to  practice  the  ordinances  of  his  house,  as  we  be- 
lieve will  be  acceptable  to  him.  Let  us  engage 
in  these  ordinances  not  as  a  mere,  formal  service, 
but  in  a  proper  frame  of  mind,  realizing  their 
deep  meaning.     Then  we  may  expect  a  blessing. 

There  is  a  custom  connected  with  the  Commun- 
ion services  in  places,  —  how  general  I  do  not 
know,— that,  it  seems  to  me,  detracts  from  the  spir- 
itual good  and  edification  of  these  services.  I  refer 
to  the  practice  of  giving  a  supper  to  a  mixed  crowd 
after  the  meeting. 

Perhaps  I  can  do  no  better  than  refer  to  an  in- 
stance. There  was  a  small  congregation,  scattered 
over  a  large  territory,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
members  of  which  were  poor,  or  in  limited  circum- 
stances. For  years  they  had  been  without  a  house 
of  worship  because  they  were  unable  to  build.  It 
had  been  difficult,  at  times,  to  find  a  place  to  hold 
a  Communion  meeting.  Very  little,  if  anything, 
was  contributed  to  missions.  It  was  with  difficulty 
that  necessary  expenses  were  met.  In  this  congre- 
gation the  custom  of  feeding  the  spectators  has  be- 
come so  deeply  rooted  that  it  seems  difficult  to 
change. 

At  a  recent  Communion  there  were  more  fed  aft- 
er the  services  than  were  at  the  Lord's  table. 
Now  this  might  have  been  all  right  had  it  been  nec- 
essary, had  it  been  edifying,  or  had  it  been  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Savior's  example  or  command. 
Those  fed  included  those  who  had  but  a  short  dis- 
tance to  go  to  their  homes.  It  included  backslid- 
)  ought  to  have  been  at  the  Lord's  table,  and 


the  levity,  light 
table    seemed 


ersation  and  laughter  at  the 


church 


appropriate    tc 


Jppe 


'  than  to  a  Breth 
mind  the 


popul; 


love  feast, 
istom   has  these  ob- 


To  the  writer' 
jections: — 

1.  /Its  not  in  accordance  wWi  the  example  of  Christ. 
He  ate  the  supper  with  the  twelve.  After  supper 
they  went  out  and  it  was  night.  We  have  no  ac- 
count of  his  feeding  any  one  after  the  services. 

2.  //  is  unnecessary  and  wasteful.  For  the  sake  of 
feeding  some  worthy  ones,  whose  needs  might  oth- 
erwise be  provided  for,  a  mixed  company  are  fed, 
many  of  whom  could  as  well  eat  at  home,  and  some 


of  whom  perhaps  come  to  feast  more  than  to  be  ed- 
ified. The  money,  time  and  labor  spent  for  this 
meal  might  be  put  to  better  use. 

3.  /t  mars  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  It  is  a  sol- 
emn thing  to  partake  of  the  emblems  of  the  broken 
body  and  shed  blood  of  Christ.  After  the  supper 
and  attendant  exercises  comes  the  agony  in  the  gar- 
den. The  confusion  occasioned  by  feeding  a  mixed 
company  seems  sadly  out  of  place  at  this  time. 

Let  us  consider  the  purpose  of  the  Communion 
service  and  try  to  spend  the  night  as  will  best   ful- 
fill that  purpose.     Let  us  spend  the  night  as  will  b 
pleasing  to  him  whose  death  we  show  forth  till  h 
comes. 

Bloomingdalc,  Mich. 


gift, 


WHEN  DO  WE  RECEIVE  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT? 

BY  A.  HUTCHISON. 

Part  Two. 
There  seems  to  be  no  little  anxiety  on  the  part 
of  many,  as  to  the  particular  time  at  which  the 
seeker  after  the  higher  life  is  favored  with  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  a  Comforter.  Many  are 
teaching  that  the  Spirit  is  given  at  the  time  of  con- 
fession, while  others  teach  that  the  Comforter  is  not 
promised  until  the  penitent  has  been  baptized  into 
the  body,  or  church  of  Christ.  Let  us  look  at  a 
few  Scriptures. 

I.  We  notice  at  what  time  the  Spirit  came  upon 
Jesus,  our  Leader.  Matt.  3:  16,  17  says,  "And 
Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  up  straightway 
out  of  the  water:  and,  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 
unto  him,  and  he  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending 
like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon  him:  And  lo  a  voice 
from  heaven,  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased."  Here  we  notice  at  what 
time  this  demonstration  took  place  with  the  Cap- 
tain of  our  salvation. 

2.  We  notice  at  what  time  his  followers  have  the 
promise  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Acts  2:  38 
says,  "  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins, 
and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
This  comes  in  the  form  of  a  direct  promise,  and  in 
point  of  time  it  is  the  same  as  was  true  of  Jesus. 
Then  we  are  surely  safe  in  saying  that  we  will  re- 
ceive the  gift  of  the  Spirit  at  the  time  at  which  it  is 
promised,  and  it  is  shown  to  be  in  perfect  keeping 
with  Paul's  teaching  on  the  same  subject.  See 
Tit.  3:  5,  which  says,  "  Not  by  works  of  righteous- 
which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mer- 
tved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and 
g  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  We  have,  first,  the 
Jn  of  the  Spirit,  as  an  awakening,  or  convict- 
'er,  and  when  we  have  yielded  to  his  entreat- 
ies, we  then  receive  the  renewing  or  comforting 
power,  as  promised  in  the  passage  above  cited. 
But  the  popular  teaching  is,  that,  as  soon  as  the  one 
who  is  brought  to  a  penitent  state,  has  obtained 
the  consent  of  hts  or  her  will,  to  lead  a  different 
life,  and  makes  public  confession  of  the  same,  and 
of  faith  in  Christ,  then  and  there  such  an  one 
receives  the  remission  of  sins  and  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  But  I  think  a  careful  examination  of 
all  the  proof-texts  on  this  subject  will  clearly  show 
that  such  a  person  has  only  come  to  the  first  rest 
whtch  is  promised  on  coming  to  Jesus,  as  found  in 
Matt.  11:  28,  whereas  a  compliance  with  verse  29 
wtll  bring  that  person  to  the  promise  of  the  remis- 
sion of  sins  and  the  gift  of  the  Spirit,  and  this 
brings  rest  to  the  soul.  Yet  we  hear  it  said  that 
persons  certainly  cannot  feel  so  happy  if  their  sins 
were  not  forgiven.  But  we  must  not  forget  that  we 
may  have  very  joyful  feelings  upon  the  belief  of  an 
error,  because  we  believe  that  error  to  be  a  truth. 

So  far  as  our  emotional  feelings  are  concerned 
they  are  the  result  of  our  faith.  Therefore  we 
ought  to  be  very  careful  as  to  what  we  believe 
Here  we  are  again  met  with  the  plea,  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  came  upon  Cornelius  and  his  household  on 
°--;ng  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  before  they 
:d.  True,  but  there  is  left,  in  that  case, 
to  any  one  else. 


pies  see  that  the  Gentiles  also  had  a  rurh7~^ 
blessings  of  the  Gospel.     Had  it  not  been  '°  "* 
the  common  course  of  things,  it  would       °Ut  "' 
been  convincing  to  the  Jewish  brethren.       °       ' 

Again,  we  are  told  that  Paul  received  the 
the  Spirit  before  he  was  baptized.  Let 
what  the  record  shows  in  his  case.  See  Act""  Se! 
18.  After  he  had  already  been  fasting  and  S  *  ■''' 
three  days,  "  Ananias  went  his  way,  and  entered'111 
to  the  house;  and  putting  his  hands  on  him  '" 
Brother  Saul,  the  Lord,  even  Jesus,  that  an'  ^ 
unto  thee  in  the  way  as  thou  earnest,  hath  sent1'*1 
that  thou  mightest  receive  thy  sight,  and  be  fill"' 
with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  immediately  the 
fell  from  his  eyes  as  it  had  been  scales:  and  he  " 
th,    and   arose,   and  was  h,'!' 


jht    forthv 


tized.' 


thi: 


Do  we  see  anything  ir 
that  he  either  received  the 
the  gift  of  the  Spirit  before  he  was 
us  further  see  what  Paul  himself  says  that  Ananias' 
said  to  him,  on  entering  the  house  where  Paul  had 
been  for  the  past  three  days.  In  Acts  22:  16  „ 
have  it  in  the  following  words,  "  And  now  why  tar. 
riest  thou  ?  Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away 
thy  sins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord."  This 
shows  clearly  that  his  sins  were  not  forgiven  before 
he  was  baptized,  and  there  is  not  a  word  to  show 
that  he  or  we  have  the  promise  of  the  gift  oi  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  a  comforter,  before  our  sins  ate  re- 
mitted. The  third  paper  will  be  in  answer  to  the 
question,  Will  God  send  a  false  spirit  to  any  one? 


'anguage  showing 
:ion  of  his  sins  or 
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THE  BENEDICTION. 


BY  N.  R.  BAKER. 


f  the 
n  dismissing 
s  considered 
carried,  that 


service 


cy  he  : 


operat 
ingpo 


1  bapt 
1  prom 


praye 


L-sked  to  d' 


It    is  not    customary   for   the    minist 
Brethren  to  pronounce  a  benediction  in 
a  congregation.     In  fact,  I  believe  it  is 
improper  to  do  so.     So  far  is  th 
brethren    sometimes    refuse  to 
some  other  derCTBmation  with  ; 
ignated  as  a  "benediction,"  eve 
so  by  the  leader  of  the  service. 

The  Jewish  service  was  preceded  by  two 
dictions,  and  succeeded  by  one  in  the  morning  and 
two  in  the  evening.  The  liturgical 
with  the  benediction  commanded  in  Numbers  6; 
24-26,  "  The  Lord  bless  thee  and  keep  thee;  the 
Lord  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  thee;  the  Lord 
lift  up  his  countenance  upon  thee  and  give  thee 
peace." 

While  the  priest  was  delivering  the  "  Shema"  or 
first  prayer  of  the  service,  he  stood  by  the  ledum, 
but  before  entering  upon  the  next  service  he  stepped 
forward  by  the  ark.  Hence  the  expression,  "to  go 
up  before  the  ark,"  for  leading  in  prayer. 

In  giving  the  benediction  the  priest  raised  his 
hands,  if  in  a  synagogue,  to  a  level  with  the  shoul- 
ders. If  in  the  temple  the  hands  were  elevated  to 
a  level  with  the  forehead.  Hence  this  rite  is  spok- 
en of  as  "  the  lifting  up  of  the  hands."  But,  like 
many  another  form  and  doctrine  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, it  is  simplified  in  the  New.  Paul  says  in  ' 
Tim.  2:  8,  "  I  will  therefore  that  men  pray  every- 
where, lifting  up  holy  hands,  without  wrath  and 
doubting."  This  shows  that  Paul  is  anxious  that 
prayers  be  made  and  hands  lifted  up  not  only  "De" 
fore  the   ark "   but  everywhere,     Here 


dei» 


first  of  the  praye 
hands,"  or,  in  oth 
instead  of  dispn 
viewed  from  a  S 
reason  for  censu 
thing  because  oth. 


of  "  the  lifting  up 
r  words,  "the  benediction 
ring,  he  approves  of  it. 
iptural  standpoint,  we  have 
ng  its  use.  To  refuse  to 
do  it,  is  not  reasonabl 
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and, 
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-  In  the  Jewish  service,  if  a  priest  were  not  p'e  J 
ent,  the  service  was  conducted  by  "  the  'eSa''   j 
the  church,"  if  properly  clothed  and  not  too  W>  ' 
to     distinguish    daylight.     (See 
Sketches  of  Jewish  Life,  p.  276).    Thus  we 
even  among  the  Jews  this  duty  was  not  d 
to  the  priests  alone.     Now,  thanks  to  the 
tying  mission  of  Christ,  it  is  delegated  to 


Edersheims 
..,»  see  tha' 


elegate" 
simp'r 
all  meD; 
,  aloud. 


»v  v„u.  «  lo  any  one  else,     this  is  a  case  out  of     No  one  should  refuse  to  soeak  his  prayers  aloua,  •• 
the  regukar  order  of  things,  to  let  the  Jewish  disci- 1  requested   to   do  so      Th'ere   can  "h/no  harm  « 
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praying  the  blessings  of  God  and  the  con 
influences  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  follow  us. 
need  be  no  set  phrase  or  peculiar  form  t 
final  prayers  or  benedictions. 

We  do  not  advocate  a  change  of  our  pra: 
conducting  worship.  If  we  are  wrong  in  ou 
as  to  the  propriety  of  making  a  final  praye 
certain  circumstances,  the  editor  will  pleasf 
"Sht-  . 

SUBMISSION. 

BY  MARY  M.  COX. 


forting 
There 


To  say  from  the  heart,  "  Not  rr 
be  done,"  is  sometimes  very  hard 
vior  intense  suffering  in  the  Garde 
yet    God's   grace   wai 
learned  submission  th 

"Though    he    slay 
should  be  the  langua 


will  but  thins 

It  cost  our  Sa 

the  Garden  of  Gethsemane 

sufficient    for    him    and   hf 

ugh  suffering. 

le,    yet   will    I    trust   him,' 
ry   Christian.     The 


Lord  knoweth  both  how  much  prosperity  and  how 
much  adversity  we  can  bear,  and  he  orders  our 
ways  as  seemeth  best  to  him. 

It  was  said  of  those  who  were  arrayed  in  white 
robes,  "These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great 
tribulation  and  have  washed  their  robes  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore 
are  they  before  the  throne  of  God  and  serve  him 
day  and  night  in  his  temple  and  he  that  sitteth  on 
the  throne  shall  dwell  among  them.  They  shall 
hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither 
shall  the  sun  light  on  them  nor  any  heat.  For  the 
Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall 
feed  them  and  shall  lead  them  unto  living  waters 
and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

We  must  submit  to  chastisements,  for  whom 
eth   he   chasteneth    and   scourgeth 

I  he  receiveth."     Peter  says,  "  It  is 

II  of  God  be  so  that  we  suffer  for 
for  evil  doing." 
:d   "the  just  for  the  unjust."     The 

'who  will 


"the  Lord  1 
every  son  whi 
better  if  the 
well  doing  th; 
Christ  suff 
,  ipostles  suffered,  and  Paul  says  that  all 
live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  must  suffer  persecutions." 
>j  Did  no  clouds  ever  gather  over  our  horizon,  no 
persecutions  arise,  we  would  soon  cease  to  feel 
bur  weakness  and  dependence  on  our  Heavenly 
Father,  and  might  often  stray  into  forbidden  paths. 
In  tenderest  love  he  uses  the  chastening  rod  to 
keep  us  in  the  straight  and  narrow  way,  but  after 
life, — with  its  pleasures  and  pains, — is  over, 
e  remaineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God. 
Let  this  thought  give  us  strength  for  endurance 

In  life's  battles  to  do  and  to  dare, 
For  we  know  when  the  conflict  is  ended 
,  perfect  rest  over  there. 


There'll  be  res 
Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 


•FORGIVE  AND  FORGET." 


BY  ABRAM  S.  HERSHEY. 


This  subject  has  always  been  of  interest  to  me. 
I  often  wondered  why  it  is  not  more  fully  treated 
by  some  of  our  good  writers,  because  of  the  good 
that  might  be  done  thereby,— helping  to  bear  the 
burden  of  some  poor  soul. 

We  have  all,  I  suppose,  heard  people  say,  '!  Well, 

"  forgive, .but  I  can't  forget."  Now,  this  is  en- 
t,rely  contrary   to    the    teachings   of   our   Blessed 

aster  and   his   apostles.     Christ,    throughout  all 

s  teaching  and  preaching,  forgave  and  taught  his 
followers  to  forgive.  Forgiveness— grand  in  its 
or'ginal  meaning,  sublime  in  its  accomplishments  — 
s  the  "  key  "  which  unlocks  the  door  to  admit  us 
nt°  Christ's  kingdom.  It  does,  however,  not  be- 
°»S  to  a  proud,  selfish,  stubborn  man  or  woman, 
ut  is  found  in  a  meek,  humble,  and  contrite  heart. 

to  forget,"— pass  by  as  though  never  occurred  — 
aware  takes  a  great  deal  of  patience,  perse- 
fightings  within,"  until  accomplished,  but 
ways  prove  to  be  the  best  plan. 

^orgetfulness,  ' 


forgetting  those  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before." 
Did  you  ever  meet  a  happier  man  than  he  who  for- 
gets all  his  trouble  and  sorrows?  It  is  worry  that 
brings  many  people  to  a  premature  grave. 

"  Forgive  and  forgetl  "  Did  you,  dear  reader, 
ever  think  that  this  life  is  entirely  too  short  to 
waste  in  brooding  over  wrongs  we  have  met  with? 
We  have  no  time  to  brood  over  offenses  after  they 
have  been  forgiven.  We  have  too  much  work  to  do 
in  the  Master's  vineyard.  Let  us  all  practice  the 
Gospel-plan  of  forgiving  and  forgetting,  and  we 
will  be  sure  to  escape  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
worry. 

"  FORGIVE  AND  FORGET." 

O  forgi 


;  and  forget,  for  this  life  is 
To  waste  it  in  brooding  o'er  wrong! 
It  is  better,  far  better,  to  smother  01 
And  teach  our  proud  heart  to  forgi 


too  lleetini 
r  passion, 


Then  forgive  and  forget,  O  forgive  and  forget; 

Do  not  try  to  recall  all  the  wrongs  you  have  met; 

O  forgive'and  forget,  O  forgive  and  forget; 

Let  us  teach  our  proud  heart  to  forgive  and  forget. 
O  this  life  is  so  short,  be  it  sunshine  or  shadow, 
We  cannot  afford  e'er  to  brood  o'er  a  wrong, 
Let  us  lift  up  our  burdens  and  bear  them  on  bravely. 
We'll  lay  them  down  shortly,  it  will  not  be  long.— Cho. 


Then  forgive  and  forget,  if  the  frieni 
Are  false  to  us  now  and  unworthy  of 
Let  us  deal  with  them  kindly,  for  they  are  t 
And  erring  like  us,  and  like  us  are  but  dust 

York,  Pa. 


loved  fondly 


WHY  IS  IT? 


to  1 


Living, 
the  Gospe 
tion."     The  old 
we   have    now 
through  it  we  a: 

It  is  a  query  i 
our  idea  of  thin 
ments  are  prese 
our  protest  agai 

We  tell  the  Si 


BY  J.  S.  FLORY. 

■e,  under  the  Gospel  dispensation, 
3  the  "  power  of  God  unto  salva- 
ivenant  was  not  faultless,  hence 
"  Perfect  Law  of  Liberty,"  and 
made  "  complete  "  in  Christ, 
my  mind  why, — in  order  to  prove 
, — so  many  Old  Testament  argu- 
ed.    We  most  emphatically  ei 


snth-Day-rest  devotee  that  we  are 
not  under  Moses'  Law,  but  under  a  new  constitu- 
tion of  grace  and  favor,  and  that  therefore  the  old 
territorial  laws  have  become  obsolete,  so  far  as  hav- 
ing any  binding  obligation  upon  us,  because  they 
are  found  upon  record  in  the  old  books  of  the 
Law. 

We'tell  the  Pedo-baptist  who  comes  up  with  his 
Old  Testament  theories  in  order  to  prove  sprink- 
ling or  pouring,  or  infant  baptism,  that  we  are  to  go 
to  the  law  and  testimony  of  the  New  Testament 
Scriptures,  in  order  to  a  right  conception  of  the 
truth  in  regard  to  these  matters. 

We  refute  with  indignant  boldness  the  lecherous 
ideas  of  a  plurality  of  wives  or  the  doctrine  of  con- 
cubinage by  appealing  to  the  New  Dispensation 
to  show  what  is  the  legal  order  of  social  life  under 
the  Christian  economy. 


The 


verai 
't  will  al 


5  sense,  is  a  characteristic 
Paul11'""  lnd  °Ught  to  be  cultivated.     The  apostle 

'  '"  one  of  his  letters  to  his  Philippian  breth- 
self't'T  (Phil  3:  I3>'  "  Bremen,  I  count  not  my- 

l°  have  apprehended:  but  this  one  thing  I   do, 


aid  has  passed  away  so  far  ; 
:e  upon  us  now.     Christ  has 


having  a  bind- 
nailed  it  to  the 


so  that  when,  in  these  "  last  days,  God  spoke 
through  his  Son,"  he  left  out  some  important  mat- 
ters, and  we  must  go  to  the  "  law  and  prophets  "  to 
prove  a  rule  of  government  for  the  Christian? 
God  forbid!  What  would  be  thought  of  that  judge 
upon  the  bench  that  would  render  a  decision, 
taken  from  the  laws  that  governed  the  territory  be- 
fore it  became  a  State?  The  statutes  of  the  State 
alone  are  his  rules,  by  which  he  is  to  render  right- 
eous judgment.  If  he  makes  a  decision  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  order  of  things,  then  the  Supreme 
Court  will  uphold  his  judgments.  Just  so  under 
our  rule  of  government,  as  set  forth  in  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures.  If,  in  the  settlement  of 
questions  of  a  complex  nature,  that  to-day  are  be- 
fore the  Brotherhood,  the  matters  were  considered 
under  the  light  of  Gospel  authority,  apart  from  ar- 
guments brought  from  the  Old  Testament,  we 
would  soon  be  of  one  mind  in  regard  to  the  same, 
The  one  thing  Paul  was  afraid  of  in  his  day  was 
that  the  believers'  minds  in  some  way  might  be  cor- 
rupted  from  the  "  simplicity  of  the  Gospel!'  Breth- 
ren, let  us  stick  to  the  Gospel!  Render  decisions 
from  a  Gospel  standpoint  and  then  the  Supreme 
Power  of  heaven  will  endorse  it. 

A  SCENE  OF  THE  JUDGMENT. 

,    BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

"  And  the  books  were  opened;  and  another  book  was  opened, 
which  is  the  book  of  life." — Rev.  20:  12. 

We  are  informed  that  the  dead  will  be  judged 
out  of  those  things  that  are  written  in  the  books  re- 
ferred to  in  the  text.  A  correlative  text  is  found 
in  Dan.  7:  10,  and  reads  as  follows:  "  The  judgment 
was  set,  and  the  books  were  opened."  There  is  no 
doubt  that  God  here  speaks  "  after  the  manner  of 
men."  In  the  proceedings  of  earthly  courts  evi- 
dences are  heard,  and  books  are  kept  of  all  such 
evidences  and  court  proceedings,— not  as  though 
God  needed  a  book  of  rcmembiance  literally,  for  all 
things  past,  present,  and  future,  are  even  known  to 
him. 

The  judgment  will  be  conducted  on  the  principle 
of  the  following:  "  That  servant,  which  knew  his 
Lord's  will,  and  prepared  not  himself,  neither  did 
according  to  his  will,  shall  be  beaten  with  many 
stripes,  but  he  that  knew  not,  and  did  commit 
things  worthy  of  stripes  shall  be  beaten  with  few 
stripes."     Luke  12:  47,  48' 

"  There  is  no  respect  of  persons  with  God." 
God  will  judge  according  to  character  and  conduct. 
Hence  all  will  be  judged  according  to  the  privileg- 
es, blessings,  and  graces,  that  they  receive,  and 
according  as  they  may  improve  or  abuse  them.  It 
could  not  be  otherwise  and  God  be  just. 

In  view  of  this  thought  the  following  lines  will 
be  penned: 

"  And  the  books  were  opened!' 
1.  The  book  of  nature  will  be  opened.     All  na- 
tions have  this  book.     All  nations  have   this  bless- 


ng 


lift, 


nd    therefor. 


part 


ing  fo: 

cross.  We  enter  upon  a  new  and  living  way 
law  and  the  prophets  were  until  John.  Not 
of  the  law  only,  but  all  of  it  was  in  force,  so  f 
no  farther.  Now  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  set  up; 
we  are  under  no  authority,  other  than  that  of  our 
King.  The  sermon  on  the  Mount  contains  the  fun- 
damental essence  of  the  whole  matter  of  life  and 
rule  of  government  for  the  Christian. 

There  is  not  one  single  edict  of  God's  law,— mor- 
al or  ceremonial,— binding  upon  us  to-day,  because 
we  find  it  expressed  in  the  Law  through  Moses  or 
through  the  prophets.  If  in  any  way  we  are  under 
the  law  of  moral  obligation  of  a  like  nature,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  Decalogue,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the 
Ten  Commandments,  it  is  because  the  same  in  sub- 
stance is  expressed  in  the  New.  For  that  reason  and 
that  only,  we  bow  in  meek  submission. 

Loyalty  to  the  new  dispensation  is  the  real  test 
of  true  Christianity.     Why,  then,   resort  to  long- 


That  which  may  be  kni 
for  God  hath  she 
■isible  things  of  hii 
are  clearly  seen," 


'ithout 
vn  of  God  is  manifest  in 
ed  it  unto  them."  "  For 
from  the  creation  of  the 
neing  understood  by  the 
things  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and 
Godhead;  so  that  they  are  without  excuse."  Rom. 
1:  19,  20. 

In  this  sense  how  true  the  following:  "  As  many 
as  have  sinned  without  law  shall  also  perish  without 
law:  and  as  many  as  have  sinned  in  the  law  shall  be 
judged  by  the  law."  Rom.  2:  12.  Read  also  Psalm 
19:  1-6.  If  even  heathen  would  obey  the  teachings 
of  the  book  of  nature,  as  far  as  understood  by  them, 
the  boy  that  would  take  the  first  chew  of  tobacco 
would  never  take  the  second.  The  book  of  nature 
would  tell  him  you  made  a  mistake.  You  did  wrong 
by  violating  a  law  of  nature,  hence  your  body,  or 
nature,  has  become  sick.  This  may  be  a  simple  il- 
lustration, but  it  is  none  the  less  forcible.  Do  we 
behold  the  wisdom,  power,  greatness,  glory,  beauty, 
goodness,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  creation  of  God?  Does 
not  this' book  teach  us  that  the  Creator  must  be 


drawn-out,    far-fetched   arguments    from    the    Old    good,   glorious,    beautiful,    powerful,    great,    etc., 
Law  to  prove  our  rule  of  life  under  the  New?     Is  it  '  etc.?     We  do  not  understand  that  all  nature  is  en- 
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dowed  with  the  faculty  of  speech,  like  man,  but  by 
object  lessons  nature  proclaims  to  all  nations  the 
power,  wisdom,  love,  etc.,  of  God,  Nature  is  the 
"  hand-book  of  God."  It  can  not  be  otherwise  but 
that  this  book  will  be  opened  in  the  final  judgment. 

2.  The  book  of  Divine  Providence  will  be 
opened.  When  those  at  Lystra  were  about  to  wor- 
ship Paul  and  Barnabas,  the  apostles  restrained 
them  by  exhorting  them  to  worship  the  living  God, 
as  revealed  to  them  in  the  books  of  nature  and  Di- 
vine Providence.  Read  Acts  14:  15-17.  In  verse 
15  he  refers  to  the  book  of  nature.  Inverse  17 
he  refers  to  the  book  of  Divine  Providence. 
Under  this  head  we  quote  verses  16  and  17:  "  Who 
in  times  past  suffered  all  nations  to  walk  in 
their  own  ways.  Nevertheless  he  left  not  himself 
without  witness,  iw  that  he  did  good,  and  gave  us 
rain  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  filling  our 
hearts  with  food  and  gladness." 

While  heathens  have  not  the  "perfect"  gifts  of 
God  as  Christians  have,  yet  they  have  many 
"good"  gifts  from  God,  Truly,  God  left  not  him- 
self without  a  witness.  When  once  the  book  of 
Divine  Providence  will  be  opened,  the  scene  will  be 
both  glorious  and  awful, — glorious  to  the  good; 
awful  to  the  wicked. 

3.  The  book  of  conscience  will  be  opened. 
"  Conscience  is  the  faculty,  power,  or  principle 
which  decides  on  the  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness 
of  our  actions  and  affections,  and  approves  or  con- 
demns them;  the  moral  faculty."  Some  writers  call 
it  "The  Vicegerent  of  God." 

On  this  the  apostle  writes  as  follows:  "  For  when 
the  Gentiles,  which  have  not  the  law,  do  by  nature 
the  things  contained  in  the  law,  these,  having  not 
the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves:  which  shew  the 
work  of  the  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  con- 
science also  bearing  witness,  and  their  thoughts  the 


vhile 


nolhe 


i  of  right  and  wrong  is  a  gift 
of  God,  hence  conscience  is  said  to  be  "  the  testi- 
mony and  secret  judgment  of  the  soul."  Hence  all 
that  have  this  gift  from  God  are  morally  respon- 
sible. This  being  true,  it  would  be  but  just  and 
right  that  the  book  of  conscience  should  be  opened 
in  the  day  of  judgment.  It  is  simply  wonderful 
how  this  book  begins  to  open  at  the  door  of 
death,  both  to  the  heathen  and  Christian  professor. 
What  is  it,  that  causes  some  heathen  rulers,  when 
they  die,  to  order  some  of  their  subjects  to  be 
slain,  that  their  blood  might  atone  for  them 
before  the  Great  Being  whom  they  fear  to  meet  in 
judgment?  The  answer  to  this  query  is  plain.  All 
heathen  nations  have  the  books  of  "  nature,  Divine 
Providence,  and  conscience."  Hence  all  are  re- 
sponsible and  accountable  to  God.  True,  through 
sin  their  consciences  have  become  defiled,  hence 
their  extreme  ignorance  and  darkness.  But  sin 
never  justifies  nor  sanctifies,  hence  the  need  of  the 
atonement  by  Christ.  True,  the  heathen  may  feel 
the  need  of  an  atonement,  as  shown  above,  but  of  the 
atonement  by  Christ  he  is  altogether  ignorant, 
hence  the  Word  of  Divine  Revelation.  This  leads 
us  to  notice  further: 

4.  The  book  of  Divine  Revelation  will  be  opened. 
(a)  The  law  and  prophets. 
(*)  The  Gospel. 

God's  Word  gives  new  luster,  new  light,  to  all 
things.  A  little  child  with  the  Bible  can  tell  more 
of  the  creation  and  Divine  Providence  of  all  things, 
than  all  the  learned  sages  without  the  Bible,  let 
their  conscience  be  ever  so  sincere.  But  this 
makes  the  little  girl  all  the  more  responsible.  We 
say  the  more  responsible,  for  the  heathen  is  respon- 
sible, as  we  have  shown.  "  For  unto  whomsoever 
much  is  given,  of  him  shall  be  much  required:  and 
to  whom  men  have  committed  much,  of  him  they 
will  ask  the  more."  Luke  12:  48.  We  that  have 
the  Bible  have  a  greater  reponsibility.  We  know 
more  of  God's  creation  and  Divine  Providence. 
Our  conscience  has  become  enlightened  in  all 
things  that  are  right  and  wrong.  This  light  we 
have  from  the  Bible.  Those  of  us  who  have  the 
Bible  have  all  the  before-named  books.  The.  books 
of  nature,  Divine  Providence,  and  conscience,  have 
not  been  annulled.    They  glow   with   new   luster. 


We  know  more  of  our  duties  toward  one  anoth- 
er and  toward  God  than  those  who  have  not  the  Bi- 
ble. Then  we  will  be  judged  out  of  those  things 
which  are  written  in  the  books,  according  to  our 
works. 

5.  "  Another  book  was  opened,  which  is  the  book 
of  life."  Let  the  reader  follow  up  the  references 
and  he  will  find  that  this  book  is  the  "  Lamb's  book 
of  life,"  wherein  are  written  the  names  of  God's 
elect,  or,  to  use  Scripture  language,  "they  which 
are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life."  Rev.  21: 
27. 

Book  No.  ;  will  be  the  family  register  of  all 
God's  people.  "  And  whosoever  was  not  found 
written  in  the  book  of  life  was  cast  into  the 
lake  of  fire."  Rev.  20:  15.  Let  each  one  of 
us  see  that  our  name  is  written  in  God's  Sacred 
Register,  and,  if  written,  let  us  so  live  that  our 
names  will  never  be  blotted  out.  "  Blessed  are 
they  that  do  his  commandments,  that  they  may 
have  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in 
through  the  gates  into  the  city.  Bor  without  are 
dogs,  and  sorcerers,  and  whoremongers,  and  mur- 
derers, and  idolaters,  and  whosoever  loveth  and 
maketh  a  lie."  Rev.  22:  14,  15.  Such  passages  are 
so  plain  that  no  one  has  any  need  to  doubt. 


••  FOR  ALU  THINGS  ARE  YOURS."— 1  Cor.  3:  21. 

BY   CLARA   D.   SNAVELY. 

Paul,  the  great  apostle,  tried  to  teach  the  labor- 
ers with  him,  for  the  advancement  of  God's  king- 
dom, that  every  man  take  heed  how  he  buildeth. 
"  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is 
laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ."  Verse  11.  We  know 
that  persons  engaged  in  husbandry  must  work  with 
all  diligence  to  keep  the  weeds  and  tares  out  of  their 
fields,  etc.,  or,  as  Christ  says,  the  good  seed  will  be 
choked  and  cannot  grow.     Matt.  13:  22. 

Many  persons,  after  working  very  hard  for  almost 
a  lifetime,  find  that  "  all  things "  are  not  theirs, 
because  sometimes  the  circumstances  in  their  fam- 
ilies, or  with  persons,  are  such  that  the  proceeds  of 
their  hard  labor  must  go  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
others.  "  Better  is  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
than  great  treasure  and  trouble  therewith."  Prov, 
15:  .6. 

The  hardships  of  this  life  may  be  many,  but  we 
know  we  have  a  home  in  heaven,  where  "  all 
things"  will  be  ours.  "  Whether  Paul,  or  Apollos, 
or  Cephas,  or  the  „world,  or  life,  or  death,  or 
things  present,  or  things  to  come;  all  are  yours; 
and  ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's."  In  Gala- 
tians  (3:  29)  we  read,  "  And  if  ye  be  Christ's,  then 
are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the 
promise."  Rev.  21:  7  says,  "He  that  overcometh 
shall  inherit  all  things;  and  I  will  be  his  God,  and 
he  shall  be  my  son." 

To  those  persons  who  are  just  working  daily  for 
temporal  wants,  and  have  no  interest  in  their  soul's 
salvation,  comes  the  warning,  "  Be  not  deceived; 
God  is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth, 
that  shall  he  also  reap.  For  he  that  soweth  to  his 
flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption;  but  he  that 
soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  ev- 
erlasting." Gal.  6:  7,  8.  "  For  all  those  things  hath 
mine  hand  made,  and  all  those  things  have  been, 
saith  the  Lord:  but  to  this  man  will  I  look,  even  to 
him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite  spirit,  and  trem- 
bleth  at  my  word."  Isa.  66:  2.  "Consider  what  I 
say;  and  the  Lord  give  thee  understanding  in  all 
things."     2  Tim.  2:  7. 

"  All  things"  are  yours,  faithful  ones! 
When  life  with  its  cares  is  o'er, 
But  to  the  foolish  ones  of  earth, 
Take  heed!  so  the  promise  can  be  yours. 
Middletown,  Pa. 


WYANDOTTE  CAVE. 


Number  Two. 
In  No.  i  I  aimed  to  give  a  general  view  of  t 
cave.     I  now  invite  the  reader  to  accompany  me, 
mind,  on  a  visit  to  some  of  its  many  rooms, 


Before  entering  the  cave  however,  we  must  s 
the  dressing-room  in  the  basement  of  the  h  ° 
near  by.  Here  we  lay  aside  our  outer  garrne°^ 
and  put  on  a  hired  suit  consisting  of  what  might  i 
denominated  overalls,  overshirt  and  a  skull.  C 
Now,  with  sperm  candle  in  hand,  we  foil  P 
our  guide  into  the  gloom  of  those  underground  paL 
aces. 

The  first  chamber  we  come  to  after  entering  • 
Faneuil  Hall.  This  is  about  200  feet  long  and 
50  feet  wide.  As  we  have  a  long  distance  to 
travel  we  pass  through  this  room  and  come  to  Co 
lumbian  Arch.  This  resembles  a  railroad  tunnel 
Its  form  is  so  symmetrical  that  one  might  con- 
clude it  were  the  work  of  some  modern  artisan 
This  arch  leads  to  Washington  Avenue,  at  the 
end  of  which  stands  the  celebrated  statue  called 
Wyandotte  Chief,  waiting,  seemingly,  to  gloat  over 
the  death  of  some  daring  pale-face. 

Leaving  Washington  Avenue,  we  enter  Bandit's 
Hall,  at  the  end  of  which  is  the  junction  of  the  Old 
and  the  New  Caves.  Since  we  purpose  visiting 
the  Old  Cave  first  we  turn  to  our  right  and  come  to 
"  Fat  Man's  Misery."  Here,  for  the  first  time,  we 
assume  a  semi-horizontal  attitude  and  slide,  more 
than  anything  else,  through  a  passage  about  25 
feet  long.  As  the  floor  is  damp  and  worn  smooth 
and  the  descent,  about  30  degrees  from  the  horizon- 
tal, the  passage  is  readily  made,  provided  the  vis- 
itor be  not  above  the  average  man  in  physical  di- 
mensions. 

Going  through  this  passage  we  are  ushered  into 
"  Bats'  Lodge."  This  is  a  large  room,  with  ceiling 
6  or  7  feet  high,  decorated  not  with  clusters  of 
stalactites  of  radiant  beauty,  nor  with  formations 
of  gypsum,  pure  and  white,  but  with  bats,  bats,  bats; 
black,  big,  little;  single  and  in  clusters  hanging 
from  the  ceiling  about  our  heads,  while  swarms  of 
them  are  flying  about  our  faces.  I  need  not  tell 
you  that  we  lingered  not  among  these  detestable 
things.  But  you  ask,  "  What  are  these  odiou 
things  doing  here? "  "  Are  they  always  here} 
"What  do  they  eat?"  and  "Are  they  in  roon 
further  on?  "  ••  If  so,  I  am  going  back."  "  Weil, 
says  the  guide,  "  they  are  always  here.  Some] 
times  more  and  sometimes  fewer  in  number.  I  do 
not  know  what  they  eat  unless  they  eat  one  anot.1 
er.  This  seems  to  be  their  home.  We  do  not  find 
them  in  other  rooms." 

Hurrying  out  of  this  undesirable  place  we  soon 
come  to  "  Rugged  Mountain,"  an  elevation  40  feet 
high.  As  we  stand  on  the  summit,  the  guide  in- 
forms us  that  we  are  in  the  "  Rotunda."  He  illum- 
inates by  means  of  red  light,  and  we  find  ourselves 
in  a  circular  palace  over  100  feet  in  diameter, 
beautiful,  gr?.nd  and  awe-awakening.  The  walls  are 
decorated  with  an  endless  variety  of  gypsum,  while 
under  foot,  and  all  around  in  abundance,  epsom 
salts,  pure,  fresh,  and  sparkling,  is  found.  On 
tasting  of  it,  I  found  it  none  of  the  stale  sort  often 
sold  to  people,  but  the  unadulterated  article,  fresh 
from  Nature's  laboratory.  We  linger  to  admire  un- 
til our  guide  reminds  us  of  the  long  distance  before 
us,  and  the  many  other  places  to  be  visited,  and, 
although  loath  to  leave,  we  move  on  through  H 
ver  Chapel,  Bassanite  Avenue,  Coons'  Council 
enter  a  large  room,  elliptical  in  form,  with  walls  cir- 
cular, and  ceiling  high  and  smooth.  Near  the  ceil- 
ing the  walls  are  encircled  by  a  belt  of  blue  flint 
six  inches  thick,  giving  it  the  appearance  of  a  cu 
riously-wrought  cornice.  This  room  is  called  the 
"  Dining  Hall,"  and  a  spacious  one  it  is.  Its  seat- 
ing capacity  is  equal  to  three  or  four  times  that  0 
our  large  college  dining  hall. 

On  leaving  the  Dining  Hall,  we  take  the  left  divis- 
ion of  the  cave  and  soon  come  to  "  Creeping  Ave- 
nue."    Here  we  get  down,  not  on  hands  and  feet, 
on  hands  and  knees,  and  creep  a  distance  ot 
200  feet,  or  about  twice  the  length  of  Old  San^ 
stone,   our   backs   occasionally   scraping  th 
ceiling.     As  we  creep  along  I  ask  the  guide, 
do  women   manage   to  get  through?"      H 
"  They  do  the  best  they  can,  and  creep." 

We  finally  creep  out  into  "  Pillared  Palace.' 
is  a  room  250  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  with  a 
5  to  7  feet  high.     For  extent  and  richness  of 
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ration  this  room  excels  everything  I  have  ever  seen. 
Stalactites  are  arranged  in  clusters,  the  clusters  into 
various  forms,  many  uniting  with  stalagmites  below 
like  Corinthian  columns,  forming  the  grandest  pil- 
lars ever  seen.  Many  of  them  are  transparent  and 
when  struck  a  slight  blow  ring  almost  like  bells  of 
silver.  The  walls  are  covered  with  formations  re- 
sembling coral;  in  color,  ranging  from  pure  white 
to  dark  brown.  Many  are  beaded,  and  thousands 
are  interlocked  in  a  most  fantastic  manner.  Here 
one  might  spend  hours,  yea,  days,  admiring  the 
work  of  the  Great  Master. 

Leaving  Pillared  Palace  we  pass  through  Genii 
Bower,  Caliope's  Bower,  Purgatory,  Fairies'  Grotto, 
Scott's  Reception  Room,  Hall  of  Representatives 
(of  which  space  forbids  me  to  speak),  and  come  to 
Monument  Mountain.  This  mountain  is  in  the 
middle  of  Wallace's  Grand  Dome.  It  is  an  immense 
pile  of  loose  rock,  torn  out  of  the  ceiling  by  some 
mighty  power  and  tossed  about  in  a  fantastic  man- 
ner. The  pile  rises  from  the  level  of  the  floor  of 
the  dome  to  the  height  of  170  feet,  or  three  times 
the  height  of  our  College  building,  the  cupola  in- 
cluded. 

We  climb  to  the  top  of  this  stone  mountain  and 
find  it  surmounted  by  three  immense  stalagmites,* 
one  of  which  is  known  as  Lot's  wife,  representing 
her  after  looking  back.  Standing  on  the  top  of 
this  mountain,  in  the  left  hand  one  candle,  and  the 
right  used  as  a  support  against  one  of  the  great 
stalagmites,  we  attempt  a  survey  of  the  great,  the 
Grand  Dome.  We  look  upward,  but  the  top  is  veiled 
in  utter  darkness.  We  cast  our  glances  around  us 
and  the  same  unilluminated  night  lies  beyond  the 
dim  light  of  our  candles.  Our  guide  now  pours  on 
a  rock  some  of  his  red-light  preparation  and,  apply- 
ing a  match,  all  is  brilliancy,  magnificence,  gran- 
deur! Far  above  us — 240  feet  from  the  base  of  the 
mountain — wc  see  the  bending  arch  of  this  majestic 
temple.     Around  us  extends  in  vast   proportions  a 

cular  but  somewhat  elliptical  wall  1,000  feet  in 
circumference. 

Were  this  mountain  of  loose  rocks  removed,  the 
Pantheon  of  Rome  could  be  placed  into  the 
liddle  of  Wallace's  Dome,  with  room  enough  for 
alk  60  feet  wide  all  around  it  and  the  ceiling  100 
feet  above  its  top.  Here  we  stand  and  gaze  and 
gaze,  until  our  feelings  give  expression  to  "  The 
Wonder  of  wonders,  arid  the  amazement  of  all!*' 
"  O,  Lord,  how  great  are  thy  works!"  "Thou  art 
of  great  power! "  "  Thou  doest  wondrous  and 
marvelous  things  without  number!" 

We  bid  the  reader  adieu  until  next  week. 


*  My  notes  fail  to  give  the  dimensions,  but  I  think  the  larg 
est  measures  25  feet  in  circumference.  It  is  the  larges 
known  stalagmite  in  the  world. 


'  A  PECULIAR  PEOPLE.' 


We  have  heard  the  above  expression  used  by  the 
world  in  speaking  of  our  manner  of  dress,  and  not 
only  by  the  world,  but  we  have  heard  brethren, 
when  admonishing  to  plainness  of  dress,  say, 
"Christ's  children  are  to  be  a  '  peculiar  people,'  a 
separate  people  from  the  world." 

Yes,  that  is  true.  God's  chosen  are  to  be  a  "  pe- 
culiar people."  When  we  have  adorned  ourselves 
m  modest  apparel,  and  become  separate  from  the 
world  in  that,  are  we  then  the  "peculiar  peopli 
the  Lord  would  have  us  to  be?  No,  indeed,  I  < 
afraid  not.  What  an  easy  task  we  would  have 
that  was  all!  The  world  may  be  satisfied  with  such 
a  "  peculiar  people,"  but  Christ  is  not.  We  read  ir 
Deuteronomy  where  the  Lord  admonishes  his  chos 
en  ones  to  observe  to  do  all  the  statutes  and  judg 
ments  which  he  sets  before  them.  He  commands 
them  through  his  prophets,  not  to  do  as  the  wicked 
nations  around  them.  He  gives  them  very  strict 
c°mmands  to  follow,  telling  them  what  to  eat  and 
what  not  to  eat,  how  they  shall  not  follow  the  cus- 
om  of  the  nations  around  them  in  giving  sacrifice 
and  mourning  for  their  dead,  how  they  shall  not 
jarken  to  or  believe  in  false  prophets  or  dreamers. 
many    other    things  he   required    of   them   to   ob- 


e,  that  they  might  be  holy,  peculiar  above  all 
nations.  Deut.  14:  2,  "  For  thou  art  an  holy  peo- 
ple unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  the  Lord  has  chos- 
en thee  to  be  a  peculiar  people  unto  himself,  above 
all  the  nations  upon  the  earth." 

God's  people  were  commanded  to  share  the  fruits 
of  their  labor  with  the  stranger,  the  fatherless,  and 

widow,  and  how  beautifully  they  are  told  to  care 

for  their  servants,  how  they  shall  share  their  goods 

th  them  and  be  concerned  about  their  welfare! 

If   all  this   was  necessary    for  God's  chosen,  then 

Id  it  not  be  good  for  us  to  observe  at  least  some 
of  these  things?  Are  we  as  "peculiar  "in  this  re- 
pect  as  we  should  be?  Do  we  show  kindness  to 
the  needy  at  all  times  as  we  should?  Do  we  give 
the  first  and  best  fruits  of  our  labor  to  the  stranger, 
the  fatherless,  and  widow?  Or  do  we  do  as  the 
world, — first  provide  comforts  and  luxuries  for  our- 
selves, and  have  nothing  left  for  the  needy,  or  to 
help  spread  the  Gospel?  Are  we  as  kind  to  those 
that  serve  us  as  we  should  be?  I  am  afraid  we  do 
not  at  all  times  treat  our  servants  in  the  church 
—the  ministers — as  considerate  as  the  children  of 
Israel  were  commanded  to  treat  their  common  la- 
borers. If  we  did,  would  we  have  so  many  needy 
ministers  laboring  in  cornfields  when  they  ought  to 
be  in  the  Lord's  fields? 

You  may  say  this  was  all  under  the  old  law. 
Very  well.  Are  we  the  "peculiar  people"  that 
Paul  in  Titus  admonishes  us  to  be,  not  self- 
willed,  not  soon  angry,  not  false  accusers,  not  vain 
talkers  and  deceivers,  but  sober,  discreet,  chaste, 
keepers  at  home,  in  all  things  showing  ourselvt 
pattern  of  good  works,  in  doctrine  showing  uncor- 
ruptness,  gravity,  sincerity,  sound  in  speech,  \o\ 
our  enemies,  doing  good  to  those  who  wrong 
denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  laying  aside 
all  malice,  and  all  guile,  and  hypocrisies,  and  en- 
vies  and  evil  speaking? 

All  this,  and  more,  does  it  take  in  connection  with 
that  "  plain  adorning,"  spoken  of  in  1  Peter 
make  us  that  "  peculiar  people  "  whom  the  Lord 
would  have  us  to  be,  when  he  says  of  us,  "  Ye  are  a 
chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood,  an  holy  na- 
tion, a  peculiar  people,  that  ye  should  shew  forth 
the  praises  of  him  who  hath  called  you  out  of  dark- 
ness into  his  marvelous  light,"  1  Pet.  2:  9.  We 
are  often  called  "  a  peculiar  people,"  and  may  we 
rejoice  in  the  name,  and  magnify  the  same  by  ev- 
ery good  work,  being  in  deed  and  in  truth  his 
chosen  ones,  ever  keeping  the  statutes  and  judg- 
ments of  the  Lord  as  revealed  in  his  Word,  ''  looking 
for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of 
the  great  God,  and  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  who 
gave  himself  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from 
all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  peo- 
ple, zealous  of  good  works!  " 
Abilene,  Kans. 
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Solomon  Anointed  King.— 1  Kings  1:28-39. 
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/  for  Oct.  4, 


In  looking  for  the  opening  thought  of  this  lesson 
we  come  to  the  early  history  of  this  wonderful  man 
because  we  could  not  get  away  from  it.  To  get  in- 
to the  life  of  such  men  we  must  get  back  to  the 
time  in  which  they  lived,  and  carefully  study  their 
life  surroundings.  With  them  we  must  consider 
the  prophetic  and  divine  elements  that  were  con- 
nected with  them. 

Among  men,  position  has  always  been  a  leading 
desire  on  the  part  of  those  who  come  within  the  line 
of  eligibility,  and  because  of  it  strife  and  bloodshed 
in  the  families  have  been  very  common  results.  So 
it  was  in  this  case.  Adonijah,  another  son  of  David, 
desired  to  be  king,  and,  at  the  time  of  Solomon's 
anointing,  was  making  active  preparations  to  usurp 
the  throne,  because  he  had  received  no  evidence 
from  his  father  that  it  was  his  intention  to  confer 
upon  him  the  position.  Therefore  his  only  hope 
was  to  receive  the  kingship  by  usurpation.  He  had 
before   him  the   experience   and  fate  of  his  older 


brother,  Absolom,  yet,  human  like,  undeterred  by 
the  terrible  odds  that  were  against  htm,  he  made 
the  attempt  only  to  fail.  To  Bath-sheba,  his  wife, 
and  the  mother  of  Solomon,  David  had  made  the 
promise  that  Solomon,  her  son,  should  be  the  king, 
but,  as  yet,  had  not  designated  the  time. 

On  hearing  of  Adonijah's  course,  through  Bath- 
sheba  and  Nathan,  the  prophet,  the  consummation 
of  the  new  kingship  was  brought  about  at  once  and 
without  delay.  In  doing  this,  the  riding  of  the 
king's  mule  was  made  to  be  a  prominent  feature. 
For  any  one  to  ride  this  mule  without  the  king's 
permission  meant  death,  and  it  was  understood  that 
the  one  on  whom  this  honor  was  bestowed  was  to 
be  the  king's  successor. 

The  first  thing  done  was,  by  the  king's  command, 
to  have  Solomon  placed  on  this  mule  and  taken 
down  to  Gihon,  there  to  be  anointed  king. 

While  the  anointing  placed  the  seal  of  kingship 
on  Solomon,  the  riding  on  the  kingly  mule  was  the 
outward  expression  that  established  his  authority  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people.  As  this  anointing  was  done 
by  using  of  holy  oil  from  the  altar,  it  had  in  it  the 
element  of  consecration,  or  being  set  apart  for  the 
Lord's  work,  thus  making  his  consecration  to  the 
kingship  symbolical  of  our  consecration  to  the 
Lord,  when  entering  into  covenant  relation  with 
him.  In  so  doing  we  become  priests  and  kings  in 
his  kingdom. 

Solomon  was  thus  honored  because  he  was  the 
son  of  a  king,  and  so  are  we  when  wc  are  born  into 
the  kingdom  of  God, — sons  of  God  and  joint  heirs 
with  Jesus  Christ.  Many  of  us  seem  to  fail  in  ap- 
preciating the  highness  of  our  calling,  the  position 
in  which  our  new  birth,  the  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  places  us,  and  live  as  if  we  were  yet  slaves  to 
sin  and  subjects  of  the  worldly  kingdom.  We  live 
away  down  below  our  station  and  thus  unfit  our- 
selves for  the  call  to  the  kingship  when  rulers  are 
needed  in  the  spiritual  kingdom.  Solomon  was 
not  only  the  son  of  a  king,  but  he  also  lived  up  to 
his  relation. 

Again,  he  was  called  because  he  was  a  good  and 
obedient  son.  Absalom  disobeyed,  rebelled  and 
failed  to  be  called  because  he  was  unworthy'of  the 
place,  Adonijah  was  not  called  because  he  was  en- 
vious and  self-seeking, — unmindful  of  the  wishes  of 
his  father  and  indifferent  to  the  purposes  of  the 
Lord,  In  Solomon  we  have  a  dutiful  son  whose 
wishes  and  purposes  were  in  harmony  with  both, 
the  wishes  of  his  father  and  the  purposes  of  the 
Lord. 

If  we  are  to  fill  any  honorable  position,  we  must 
keep  ourselves  in  such  an  attitude  to  the  place  and 
those  who  make  the  call  that  we  are  always  eli- 
gible. "  Be  ye  ready  "  applies  to  positions  for  par- 
don as  well  as  for  final  rest  and  enjoyment.  The 
one  precedes  the  other,  and  if  we  are  not  prepared 
for  the  first  we  cannot  expect  the  second.  Solo- 
mon was  not  anointed  because  of  his  sonship  but  be- 
cause of  his  fitness  for  the  place.  This,  after  all, 
is  the  great  secret  of  being  useful  in  the  world,  and 
the  essential  thing  for  us  to  have,  that  we  may  re- 
ceive the  anointing  of  the  Lord  and  be  accepted  as 
his  workers. 

"  And  Zadok  the  priest  took  an  horn  of  oil  out 
of  the  tabernacle,  and  anointed  Solomon.  And  they 
blew  the  trumpet;  and  all  the  people  said,  God  save 
king  Solomon."  What  are  the  lessons  we  can  learn 
from  this  subject,  and  the  anointing  of  Solomon? 

1.  That  he  was  the  son  of  a  king,  and  because  of 
this  it  was  possible  for  him  to  be  called. 

2.  That  he  was  a  dutiful  son,  which  enlarged  his 
possibilities  of  being  the  accepted  one. 

3.  He  prepared  himself  in  a  way  that  placed  him 
in  the  proper  attitude  and  relation  to  the  position 
and  the  one  from  whom  the  call  was  to  come. 

4.  He  was  in  harmony  with  the  wishes  of  the 
father  and  the  purposes  that  the  Lord  designed 
should  be  brought  about. 

The  same  lessons  learned  and  carried  out  by  us 
will  make  us  eligible  to  the  high  and  holy  calling 
whereunto  the  Lord  would  call  us.  Will  we  be  as 
wise  as  Solomon  and  thus  prepare  ourselves  for  the 
work?  We  must  if  we  desire  to  enjoy  the  honors 
and  joys  of  the  Lord's  kingdom.  H.  b.  B, 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

FIRST   YEAH. 

I,  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  (,,04;  paper M  c< 

I.  "Llle  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth.  37  cents;  paper IS  ci 

4.  "Nonsuch  ProluMor,"  cloth 83  c 

SECOND    1  KAMI. 

"  Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth.  84  cents;  paper 34  cc 

"  Memoir  ol  Kol.eri  M  .1I..1  ",  l.lh,  17  cents;  paper 5  cc 

8.  "The  Seven  l.aws.,1    I  ■  .0  mm;,     U.,1 65   cc 

TIIIIIU    YEAR. 
0,  "Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth S 

0.  "Lllcol  Kohert  Morrison,"  cloth, 70  cc 

1.  "Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-18 10  cc 

a.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book."  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33  cc 

EB"Prlces,  as  (riven  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  o 
regular  retail  price. 


All 


;wcn.-W.  B.  Slo 

;  Mrs.  II.  M  St„vc 
Pa.J  J.  M,  Nell,  Frt 
mt,  W.  B.  Stover  [ 


MY  MASTER'S  GIFT. 

Lord,  were  1  strong  of  soul, 

Nor  knew  Ihe  pelly  struggles,  petty  pains, 
That  mock  our  little  lives  with  little  gams; 
If  1  were  winged  will]  might,  and  soared  on  high 
In  realms  untainted,  where  thy  seraphs  fly, — 
Then  might  I  understand  why  unto  me 
Thy  holy  love  were  given  boundlessly, 

If  I  were  sluing  of  soul. 

Or  if  Ihe  gift  of  tongues 


Na 


'ith  me,  thai  1  might 


nkiinl, 


rihv,  weak, 
lill  doth  bespeak 


And  lead  them  yon  or  hilhc 
Leadeth  the  (alien  leaves  — 
To  bring  men  safely  throtigl 
Then  might  I  know,  01  part, 
Thy  holy  love  were  given  bl 

Were  mine  the  gilt  of  to 

But,  being  as  I  am, 
Child  of  the  commonplace,  l 
Slill  thou  dost  reach  to  me,  £ 
For  me  the  hope  celestial,  and  a  part 
In  that  great  throh  of  love,  thy  Father's  heart. 
Cleanse  me  and  chasten  me,— thy  hand  1  wait, 
Thus  to  be  raised  by  love  to  thy  high  slate, 

Unworthy  as  1  am! 

—Robert  Gilbert  Welsh. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 

As  the  millennium  draws  nearer  we  believe  Chris- 
tians will  come  more  and  more  to  consider  as  a 
Heaven-sent  blessing  every  opportunity  to  do 
good.  We  offer  you  such  an  opportunity  now.  In 
the  crusade  that  is  about  to  be  made,  that  has  in 
fact  begun,  for  a  more  wide-spread  dissemination  of 
missionary  information  and  an  enlargement  of  the 
membership  of  Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle, 

You  can  help  in  two  ways,  either  or  both. 
Please  read  as  we  explain  to  you  briefly.  A  new 
edition  of  circulars  has  been  printed  and  they  are 
now  in  the  office  of  our  Secretary  at  Waynesboro. 
They  are  of  no  benefit  there.  In  order  to  do  good 
they  must  be  scattered.  In  this  you  can  help. 
Write  sister  Newcomer,  asking  her  to  mail  you  a 
few  circulars  and  expressing  your  willingness  to 
distribute  them.  There  will  be  no  harm  in  enclos- 
ing a  few  stamps  to  pay  postage,  but  you  will  get 
them  even  if  you  forget  to  send  the  stamps.  When 
they  are  received,  please  do  not  waste  them.  In- 
close them  in  letters  you  mail  to  your  friends  or 
hand  them  to  your  associates,  in  either  case  with 
with  some  explanations  and  recommendations  that 
they  take  up  the  course  of  reading  and  get  both  the 
pleasure  and  the  profit  that  it  affords. 

Or  you  can  help  in  another  way.  You  no  doubt 
know  of  a  number  ot  persons  to  whom  you  seldom 
wite  or  with  whom  you  seldom  associate,  who 
could  likely  be  interested  in  the  Circle  work  and  to 
whom  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  send  circu- 
lars. Send  names  of  all  such  persons  to  sister 
Edith  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro,  l'a.  Send  the 
names  of  ten  or  more  such    persons,    as    directed, 


placing  a 
of  the  Br. 
stamps,  a 


names  of  all 
and  enclose 
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YOU   WILL   RECEIVE 

beautiful  picture  of  the  Lily  of  the  Nile 
les,  a  most  accurate  representation 
of  one  of  the  world-renowned  beauties  of  nature  as 
God  has  made  it.  You  may  send  the  names  with- 
out the  stamps  if  you  like,  or  if  you  wish  you  can 
send  more  stamps  than  the  number  named,  but  you 
should  send  at  least  four  if  you  wish  to  receive  the 
picture.  James  M.  Neff. 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CMICAQO  MISSION. 

BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 

David  said  of  Shimei,  "  Let  him  alone  and  let 
him  curse."  There  are  still  some  Shimeis  living, 
and  it  is  a  good  thing  if  we  can  maintain  our  Chris- 
tian dignity  in  the  face  of  the  cursing  and  "  let  him 
curse."  If  we,  like  David,  are  not  guilty  of  the 
wrong  for  which  we  are  cursed,  the  cursing  may 
still  cause  us  to  reflect  upon  our  lives  with  profit, 
at  least  we  are  never  justifiable  in  sinning  when 
Shimei  curses. 

We  will  have  Children's  Day  on  the  first  Sunday 
of  October,  when  each  boy  and  girl  will  be  given  a 
Scripture  text-card  sent  them  from  the  children's 
mission  of  Bulsar,  India.  One  little  card  asks  the 
question,  "  Dost  thou  believe  on  the  Son  of  God?  " 
Another  brings  the  benediction,  "  Peace  be  with 
you  all  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus."  How  beautiful  to 
receive  such  messages  of  Christian  love  from  work- 
ers in  heathen  lands!  David  said  at  the  close  of 
his  thanksgiving  psalm,  "  I  will  give  thanks  unto 
thee,  O  Lord,  among  the  heathen."  What  are  you 
and  I  giving? 

In  our  house-to-house'visitation  we  are  now  es- 
tablishing points  for  regular  Bible  reading.  Wher- 
ever we  are  granted  the  privilege  to  read  the  Word 
of  God  to  mothers,  we  do  so.  This  is  usually  at- 
tended with  prayer.  Sometimes  we  "  break  the 
way"  by  simply  reading  a  few  verses  from  the 
Bible.  In  some  families,  where  the  children  attend 
our  Sunday  school,  they,  too,  unite  in  the  reading. 
There  are  some  homes  where  the  time  of  our  visits 
is  looked  forward  to  with  pleasure.  We  repeat 
these  visits  about  once  in  two  weeks.  One  old 
lady, — a  sister  now, — has  us  read  and  pray  with 
her  every  time  we  call,  which  is  frequently.  We 
sow  the  seed,  trusting  some  will  fall  on  good 
ground.  We  thank  God  for  the  direct  and  definite 
help  we  ourselves  receive  from  his  Word.  "  Be  ye 
strong  therefore,  and  let  not  your  hands  be  weak: 
for  your  work  shall  be  rewarded,"  are  words  that 
strengthened  us  much  a  few  days  ago  when  feeling 
an  unusual  pressure  of  the  evil  one. 

Our  subject  at  a  recent  prayer  meeting  was, 
"Memorial  Stones."  Josh.  4:  19-24.  One  sister 
recalled  four  interesting  incidents  of  her  life 
marked  by  memorial  stones.  She  said  the  one 
most  vivid  in  her  early  life  was  a  sermon  heard  in 
Scotland  on  the  text,  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
are  heavy  ladened,"  followed  by  the  hymn,  "  Just 
as  I  am,  without  one  plea."  She  said,  "There  I 
set  up  a  memorial  stone,  when  I  was  but  nine  years 
of  age."  "Another  incident  was  when  we  crossed 
the  ocean,  when  a  storm  came  up  and  all  were  full 
of  fear.  Just  then  the  words,  •  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,'  came  to  my  mind  and  I  was  comforted. 
The  Lord  strengthened  me  and  I  set  up  another 
memorial  stone.  An  incident  more  recent  in  my 
experience  was  when  my  attention  was  called  to 
Matt.  18:  28,  'Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things.' 
I  had  made  a  profession,  but  was  greatly  impressed 
just  then  with  the  fact  that  I  was  not  observing  the 
'all  things,'  and  I  resolved  that  moment  to  come 
closer  to  the  Lord.  I  came  to  the  church,  and  the 
memorial  stone  around  which  center  the  sweetest 
memories  is  the  one  that  marks  my  first  Com- 
munion. How  precious  that  Communion  was  to 
me  I     I   had   looked  on  before,  but  never  had  en- 


joyed the  rich  personal  experience,  the  fulness  0| 
joy  that  Communion  was  to  me."    We  should  hcVe 
memorial  stones  all   along  through  our  lives 
pressing  our  gratitude  to  God  for  his  goodness  to  us 

We  had  a  number  of  pleasant  calls  recently  from 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  they  left  us  with  an  added 
interest  in  the  Lord's  work  here. 

660  South  Ashland  Ave. 

THE  IDEAL  CHURCH  LIFE. 

BY  LULA  HARSHBARGER. 

The  period  of  adding  "three  thousand  souls 
daily"  to  the  church  is  past,  for  the  reason  that  we 
do  not  have  the  ideal  church  life  which  Acts  2- 
44-47  records. 

1.  We  are  not  consecrated  workers  as  we  should 
be. 

2.  We  do  not  continue  steadfastly  enough  in 
prayers. 

3.  We  do  not  praise  God  as  we  ought,  hence  we 
lose  the  favor  of  the  people,  who  rather  shrink  from 
than  come  to  us,  when  they  see  so  many  "  pro- 
fessed Christians "  falling  away  from  grace.  They 
think  it  a  poor  chance  for  themselves,  and  no 
doubt  feel  that  it  would  be  better  not  to  try,  rather 
than  after  putting  the  hand  to  the  plow,  to  turn 
bac<  to  greater  condemnation.  Why  do  we  not 
have  more  "things  in  common"  like  they  did  in 
the  good  old  days?  Why  not  eat  our  "meat  in 
gladness  and  singleness  of  heart"?  The  ideal 
church  shows  an  ideal  spirit  of  love  and  charity,  as 
we  see  by  the  following:  "And  all  that  believed 
were  together  and  had  all  things  common,  and  sold 
their  possessions  and  goods,  and  parted  them  to  all 
men,  as  every  man  had  need." 

We  find  no  pride  and  arrogance  in  that  church 
life.  We  do  not  find  one  above  another,  but  in 
honor  preferring  one  another.  Their  lives  were 
blessed  with  the  presence  of  God.  Circumstances 
may  prevent  us  from  giving  gold  and  silver,  even 
as  Peter  spake  unto  a  lame  man,  saying,  "Gold  and  . 
silver  have  I  none:  but  such  as  I  have  give  I  untoj^l 
thee,"  but  we  can  follow  his  example  in  giving 
such  as  we  have.  Surely  we  can  give  our  prayers, 
our  encouraging  words,  and,  from  a  heart  fired  with 
divine  love,  we  can  give  strength  to  many  a  weary 
soul.  When  we  give  this,  if  nothing  more,  the  ever 
present  Spirit  of  God  will  bless  our  giving  to  the 
utmost  and  we  will  have  done  what  we  could.  If 
the  churches  of  to-day  will  cultivate  the  spirit  of 
the  ancient  church  in  that  respect,  they  would  have 
all  things  in  common,  would  be  blessed  of  God 
above  measure  and  the  Lord  would  add  to  the 
church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved. 

By  our  individual  efforts  let  us  speed  the  day  of 
the  ideal  church  life  in  this  glorious  land  of  ours! 

Ladoga,  bid. 

NOBLE  SENTIMENTS. 

Nearly  fifty  years  ago  a  distinguished  general 
wrote  the  following  advice  to  his  son,  and  the 
words  are  truly  words  of  wisdom  which  everybody's 
son  should  bear  in  mind: 

"You  must  study  to  be  frank  with  the  world; 
frankness  is  the  child  of  honesty  and  courage. 
Say  what  you  mean  to  do  on  every  occasion,  and 
take  it  for  granted  you  mean  to  do  right.  II  a 
friend  asks  a  favor,  you  should  grant  it  if  it  is 
reasonable;  if  not,  tell  him  plainly  why  you  cannot; 
you  will  wrong  him  and  yourself  by  equivocation 
of  any  kind.  Never  do  a  wrong  thing  to  make  a  . 
friend  or  keep  one;  the  man  who  requires  you  to 
do  so  is  dearly  purchased  at  a  sacrifice.  Deal 
kindly,  but  firmly,  with  your  classmates,  and  you 
will  find  it  the  policy  which  wears  best.  Above  all, 
do  not  appear  to  others  what  you  are  not.  If  you 
have  any  fault  to  find  with  any  one,  tell  him,  not 
others,  of  what  you  complain;  there  is  no  more 
dangerous  experiment  than  that  of  undertaking  to 
be  one  thing  before  a  man's  face  and  another  be- 
hind his  back,  We  should  live,  act,  and  say  noth- 
ing to  the  injury  o£  any  one.  It  is  not  only  best  as 
a  matter  of  principle,  but  it  is  the  path  to  peace 
and  honor." 


September  26,  18,6. 
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General  Missionary  a  Tract  Department 

Committee:-- 

E.  Ebv.  Chairman Booth  Kansas. 

D.  L.  Millek,  Vice-Chairman  and  Treasurer,  .  .   Mount  Morris,  III 

S.  F.  Sanger, Bridgewate 

S.  R.  Zug, -. Mastersonvill 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill.  Ohio. 


BgF-All  money  and  correspnndtm't.'  iiHiriided  lor  any  ol  the  missions  un- 
der the  General  Committee,  nr  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 
addressed    to    General   Missionary  and  Tract   Committee,   Mount 


VALUE  OF  LITTLES. 

A  little  spring  had  lost  its  way, 

Amid  the  grass  and  fern; 
A  passing  stranger  scooped  a  well, 

Where  weary  men  might  turn. 
He  walled  it  round,  and  hung  with  care 

A  ladle  at  the  brink; 
He  thought  not  of  the  deed  he  did, 

But  hoped  that  toil  would  drink. 
He  passed  again,  and,  lo!  the  well, 

By  summers  never  dried, 
Had  cooled  ten  thousand  parched  tongues, 

And  saved  a  life  beside. 

^ —Selected. 

GIVE  THE  LORD  HIS  PART. 

BY  ANNA  E.  LIGHT. 

In  reading  the  Missionary  Visitor  No.  6,  a  ques- 
tion is  asked  if  it  will  be  more  difficult  for  a  man 
earning  S300  a  year  to  keep  his  family  and  meet 
his  obligations,  while  he  gives  one-tenth  to  the 
church  and  charitable  work,  than  if  he  keeps  the 
entire  amount  for  his  living.  I  say  "No."  He 
can  get  along  better  if  he  gives  unto  the  Lord  that 
which  belongs  to  him,  as  past  experience  teaches 
me  that.  I  go  out  working  by  the  day,  and  since  I 
commenced  giving  one-tenth  for  the  Lord's  use,  I 
have  more  work  and  better  health,  so  that  I  earn 
more  than  I  did  before,  so  I  think  it  pays  to  give 
the  Lord  his  share  of  what  we  earn. 

Monheim,  Pa. 


DIVERSITIES  OF  GIFTS. 


every- 


Not  every  good  thing  is  a  good  thin£ 
body.  "Are  peanuts  good  to  eat,  father?"  said  a 
little  boy  at  an  outdoor  show  where  peanut  vend- 
ers were  peddling  their  merchandise.  "Yes,  my 
boy,"  answered  the  father;  "they  are  good  to  eat, 
but  they  are  not  good  for  you."  The  child  was 
satisfied  with  the  frank  and  sufficient  answer  of  a 
reasonable,  as  well  as  a  loving  father.  Here  was 
something  good  for  the  multitude  and  the  mon- 
keys, but  bad  for  the  bright  and  sensitive  boy.  On 
the  other  hand  there  are  things, — specific  kinds 
of  Christian  service,  sometimes — that  are  good  for 
the  individual  to  know  of  and  to  engage  in,  but 
not  good  for  the  multitude.  Every  Christian  must 
know  that  there  are  ways  of  serving  his  Master 
for  which  he  is  peculiarly  fitted,  and  there  are 
modes  of  service  to  which  the  great  majority  is 
called.  But  sometimes  there  is  a  work  requiring  a 
peculiar  tact,  or  nice  judgment,  or  live  sympathy, 
or  special  experience  with  a  special  class.  He  who 
has  wielded  power  in  these  special  ways  does  not 
always  do  a  wise  thing  in  publishing  his  way  to  the 
world  in  the  hope  that  men  generally  will  adopt  it. 


THE  WONDERS  OF  THE  BIBLE. 


It  i 


snder  of  the  Bible  that  you  never  get 
through  it.  You  get  through  all  other  books;  but 
you  never  get  through  the  Bible.  I  have  preached 
twenty-five  volumes  of  sermons  upon  this  book; 
and  now  that  I  have  written  the  very  last  word, 
what  is  my  feeling?  I  ought  to  have  some  feei- 
ng about  it.  Why  this,  that  I  have  not  begun  it 
yet!  No  other  book  could  offer  such  infinite  va- 
riety of  material  as  is  offered  by  the  Bible.  Now, 
when  a  man  is  instructed  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  when  a  preacher  or  a  man  of  great  social 
Position  has  a  revelation  con 
ls  with  the  divine  intentio 
P^sed  on  to  the  next  man. 


has  given  me 
'y  to  myself.' 


unicated  to  him,  it 
that     it    should   be 
lust  not  say.  "  God 
this,  and  I  am  going  to  keep  it  whol- 
I  can  not.     In  all  God's  revelations 


I  hear  the  great  command,  "Go  ye  into  all  the 
world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 
It  was  meant  for  the  next  man,  the  next  parish,  un- 
til all  the  world  has  heard  the  music  that  was  lav- 
ished on  me. 

Now  the  only  man  who  can  expound  his  own 
book  is  the  Savior.  He  only  knows  what  is  in  Mo- 
ses and  the  prophets  and  psalms  concerning  him- 
self. He  expounded  to  them  Moses  and  the 
prophets  and  psalms  right  up  to  his  own  self. 

Now  I  want  him  to  talk  to  me  in  that  way. 
His  ascension  is  his  nearness  to  me;  he  is  no  more 
on  earth  because  he  is  only  in  heaven.  It  is  a  cu- 
rious revelation,  but  there  is  nothing  paradoxical 
in  it.  He  went  up  that  he  might  come  down. 
What  I  want,  therefore,  is  to  have  my  own  Bible, 
my  little  personal  Bible  as  it  were,  and  to  sit  a 
long  time  alone  and  say  to  Jesus,  "  Now  what  does 
this  mean?  "  and  he  will  tell  me.  We  can  have  fine 
times  together,  great  merriments  and  jollities  and 
the  sound  of  trumpets  and  shawms. 

Then  the  Bible  becomes  a  new  book;  he  ex- 
pounds it  to  me  when  we  are  alone,  no  noise 
of  the  market  place,  no  roar  of  the  bitter  north 
wind,  but  a  great  calm  and  unspeakable  peace. 

And  how  gently  and  yet  how  clearly  he  speaks, 
I  know  what  he, — there  in  all  his  glory,  he  here  in 
my  heart, — wants  me  to  do  to-day,  and  I  know 
that  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  knowledge.  It  is  no 
guess  of  mine.  It  is  his  voice  that  tells  me."— Dr. 
Joseph  Parker. 

MISSION  RECEIPTS    FOR  AUGUST,   1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


(Used  only  for  Mission  in  U.  S„  Denmark  and  Sweden.) 
Ohio.— Black  River  church,  Medina  Co.,  $8;  Chip- 
pewa church,  $12;  Loramies  church, S2.20;  a  sister,$5; 
Logan  County  church,  $34.30;  Loudenville  church, 
$6.45;  Salem  church,  S12.59;  Delia  M.  Landess,  Pio- 
neer. $2;  White  Oak  church,  $2;  Upper  Stillwater 
church,  £5.50;  Lexington  church,  $4.41;  Covington 
church,  $14.82;    Bear  Creek  church,  $8;    Mrs.   Clara 

Holloway,  $2;  total, $    139  9  1 

Indiana.— Union  Centre  church,  87.25;  Elkhart 
Valley  church,  $6.73;  Burnett's  Creek  Sunday  school, 
$4.68;  Interest,— Williamsport  church,  $S;  Pleasant 
Valley  church,  $17.65;  Turkey  Creek  church,  $15.60; 

total, $     56  91 

Iowa. — H.  O.  Adams,  $1;  Grundy  County  church, 
$7.95;  Lemuel  and  Clarence  Pratt,  $5.25;  Daniel  Shel- 
ter, Ivester,  $10;  H.  S.  Seller,  $1,25;  John  A.  Lan- 
dess,  Greene,  $1;  Levi  Miller,  Fredericksburg,  $2.50; 
H.  Keplar,  $5;  H.  E.  Whisler,  5  cents;  South  English 
church,  $14;  David  Brallier  and  family,  $5;  total,. .. .$     53  00 

Pennsylvania  — Lamesville  church,  $5.90;  Solomon 
and  Abram  Tackier,  $10;  a  sister,  Johnstown,  $i; 
Buck  Valley  Sunday  school,  $1.51;  New  Enterprise 
church,  $17.80;  Cokeville  Sunday  school,  $1;  total,-  $     37  21 

Illinois.— Ella  Buck,  Mt.  Morris,  $io;  West  Otter 
Creek  church,  $1.60;  L.  A.  Plate,  Mt.  Morris,  $7.50; 
H.  Snell,  Girard,  $5;  D.  H.  Keller,  Leesburg,  $i;  C. 
L.    Strong,  Homer,  $2.50;  S.  Barnhizer,  Mt.  Morris, 

$1.25 ;  total $     28  85 

Maryland. — Beaver  church,  $13.06;  Welsh  church, 

$13.25;  total $     26  31 

Michigan. — A  brother,  Woodland,  $5;  total, $       5  00 

Virginia— A  sister,  Lilly,  $2.50;  Bertie  Gochenour, 
20  cents;  William  Richard,  $1;  Monroe  Richard,  52 

cents;  Virginia  Richard,  53  cents;  total, $       4  75 

Tennessee. — Knob  Creek  church,  $3;  total, $       3  00 

California.— A  brother  and  sister,  $3;  total, $       3  00 

Florida—  A  brother,  $1;  a  sister,  50  cents;  total,..  %       1  50 
Nebraska.— A  brother  and  sister,  $1;  total, $       1  00 

Total,  S   360  44 

( To  be  used  in  the  Mission  in  Asia  Minor. ) 
Ohio—  Ashland  church,  $18.54;  Delia  M.  Landess, 

Pioneer,  $2;  Salem  church,  $8.30;  total, $     28  84 

Indiana.  —  North    Fork    church,    $5.25;    Elkhart 

church,  S18.21 ;  total $     =3  46 

Virginia.— A  brother,  Hollins,  $1;  Botetourt  con- 
gregation, $805;  total, S       9  05 

Pennsylvania.— Falling  Spring  church,  $6;  total,-. $       600 
Maryland.— A  brother  and  sister,  $1;  Beaver  con- 
gregation, S3.2S;  total $       4  28 

California— S.  W.  Stover  and  wife,  $2.50;  total,-    .$       2  50 
Nebraska.— A  brother  and  sister,  $1 ;  total, $       1  00 


Iowa—  Grundy  County  church,  S5  cents;  total, $  85 

Oregon.— Diantha  Churchman,  20  cents;  total $  20 

Total $     76  18 

(Used  only  for  the  Mission  in  India.) 

Illinois.— U.  L.  Miller,  $7.51;  D.  L.  Miller,  for  As- 
toria and  Woodland  churches,  $71.58;  total, $     79  oq 

Indiana.— North  Fork  church,  $5.25;  Elkhart  con- 
gregation, $iS.2t ;  total * §     23  46 

Ohio—  Delia  M.  Landess,  Pioneer,  $2;  Salem 
church,  $12.45;  Mrs.  Clara  Holloway,  $1;  Davy  Shony, 
Sherwood,  $1;  total «;      16  45 

Pennsylvania.— A  brother,  Greentrec,  $10;  sav- 
ings of  Elsie  Replogle  deceased,  25  cents;  Rosie  S. 
Myers'  Sunday  school  class,  17  cents;  J.  F.  Emmert, 
Waynesboro,  $i;  unknown,  $t;  total $      12  42 

Maryland. — A  brother  and  sister,  $1;  Beaver  Creek 
congregation,  $3.25;  total $       4  25 

Iowa—  Grundy  County  church,  85  cents;  Elizabeth 
Switzer,  Iowa  City,  $2;  total $       2  85 

Virginia.— A  brother,  Hollins,  $1.25;  Class  1,  Lin- 
ville  Sunday  school,  $1.50;  total $       2  75 

California— S.  W.  Stover  and  wife,  $,2.50;  total,. .  .$       2  50 

Nebraska,— A  brother  and  sister,  $1;  Katie  Horner, 
Carlisle,  50  cents;  Emma  Horner,  Carlisle,  50  cents; 
total §       2  00 

West  Virginia— C.  W.  Martin,  Martin,  $i ;  total, . .  .$        1  00 

Total,  $    147  52 

ARMENIAN  ORPHAN  FUND,  ASIA  MINOR. 

Illinois. — Benevolent  Society  of  Cerrogordo,  $30; 
Elizahcth  Harrily,  Auburn,  $15;  George  Hnssack,  Mt. 
Morris,  $30;  Mt.  Morris  Sunday  school,  $21.37;  total,. $     96  27 

Ohio.  —  Mahoning  church,  $30;  J.  J.  Beeghly,  Ash- 
land, $30;  Nellie  Ihrig,  Wrwstcr,  $15;  total $     75  00 

Pennsylvania.— Lr.mesville  church,  S1.S0;  Sisters' 
Missionary  Circle,  Waynesboro,  $30;  a  sister,  Phila- 
delphia, 50  cents;  total, $      32  30 

Kansas.  —  John  W,  Fishburn,  $30;  total, $     3000 

fowa.—  Mary  Mittenger  and  children,  ^0;  total,. .  .$     30  00 

Missouri.— Walnut  Grove  Sunday  school,  $6.08;  to- 
tal  $      6  08 

Indiana.— Nappanee  prayer  meeting,  $5;  J.  C.  Mur- 
ray, $i;  total, $       6  00 

Maryland.  —  A  brother  and  sister.  $1 ;  total, $        1  00 

Total $    276  65 

(Unit  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts.) 
Kansas.—].  S.    Brooks,    McPherson,    $105;    Mary 

Mohler,  Clyde,  40  cents;  total, $  105  40 

Ohio.— VI.  C.  Teeter,  Dayton,  $7.20;  Mrs.  Annie 
Teeter,  Dayton,  $1.40;  W.  A.  Teeter,  $t.8o;  Delia  M, 

Landess,  $2;  Henry  Miller,  North  Creek,  $i.68;total,.  .$  14  08 

Indiana. — Interest,  Joseph  Mishler,  $3;  total, $  3  00 

Virginia. — A  sister,  Lilly,  $2.50;  total $  2  50 

Illinois.— West  Otter  Creek  church,  $1.35;  total,... J  1  35 

Pennsylvania.—].  M.  Kable,  Lull,  $1;  total, $  1  00 

Maryland.— A  brother  and  sister, Si;  total, $  1  00 

fowa.— Grundy  County  church,  45  cents;  total,---  $  45 

Total,   $    12878 

WASHINGTON  CITV   MEETINGHOUSE. 

(A  house  in  Washington  is  greatly  needed  in  order  that  the  church  there 
may  do  more  effectual  work  and  have  (he  advantage  of  a  permanent  house. 
The  Committee  proposes  to  build  as  soon  as  sufficient  funds  arc  raised. 
Donations  marked  thus  C)  are  in  response  to  sister  Ella  Williams'  propo- 
sition.) 

Ohio.— DeWn.  M.  Landess,  Pioneer,  $2;  total $       200 

Maryland  —A  brother  and  sister  $t ;  total, $        1  00 

Indiana— -Dora  Rhodes,  Rogersville,  50  cents;  to- 
tal,   $  50 

Kansas.— Caney,  25  cents;  total, $  25 

Total $       3  75 

Indiana.— Mexico  church,  $8.15;  Courter  church, 
$4.80;  Cedar  Lake  church,  $6.25;  Bethel  church,  $5; 
total, $      24  20 

Pennsylvania.— Coventry  church,  $16.30;  a  brother 
and  sister,  Sharpsburg,  $2;  total %     18  30 

Virginia. Sangerville,  $3;  total, $       3  00 

Ohio  —Middle  District  of  Ohio.  $1.35;  Mohican 
church,  Lattasburg,  $[.52;  total $       2  87 

Total, $  48  37 

SUMMARY. 

Home  and  Euiopean  Fund, $  360  44 

Asia  Minor  Fund, S  76  18 

Armenian  Orphanage, , $  27665 

BookandTract  Work,- S  12S  78 

Washington  Meetinghouse, $  3  75 

India  Fund, $  M7  52 

Foreign  Fund, .  -_- $  48  37 

Total  Mission  Receipts, $1,041  69 

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  85,200. 

Gen.  Miss,  and  Tract  Com. 
Mt.  Morris,  fit. 
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Motint  Morris,  111.,  September  36,  1896. 


Seven   recently   applied     for    membership    near 
Weatherford,  Texas. 


Bro.  Solomon  Bucklew  is  engaged  in  an  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings  in  the  Astoria  church,  III. 

Six  accessions  are  reported  as  the  result  of  two 
short  series  of  meetings  in  the  Salimonie  church, 
Ind. 

Bro.  David  Hildebrano  has  been  chosen  to 
represent  the  Northern  District  of  Missouri  on  the 
Standing  Committee. 


Sister  J  L.  Christlieb,  of  Centralia,  Washing- 
ton, would  be  pleased  to  have  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  all  the  members  living  in  that  State. 


Brethren  L.  H.  Dickey  and  S.  M.  Loose,  of 
Fostoria,  Ohio,  are  spending  two  weeks  in  North 
Dakota.     They  will  visit  Cando  and  other  points. 


A  colporter,  E.  Baker,  of  South  Africa,  sends 
us  twenty-four  dollars  for  literature  to  be  distrib- 
uted in  that  far-away  field.  It  may  be  that  South 
Africa  would  be  an  excellent  point  for  the  Breth- 
ren to  open  up  a  mission. 


Dr.  Dowie  says  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Leaves  of 
Healing,  "  We  never  knew  a  Jew  to  have  a  cancer, 
except  one;  and  that  one  had  transgressed  the  law 
of  God  by  eating  swine  flesh."  The  doctor  is  a 
fearless  advocate  of  the  Mosaic  Law  on  the  eating 
question. 

During  our  stay  at  Carrington,  North  Dakota, 
the  meetings  were  made  the  more  interesting  by 
the  presence  of  Bro.  Joseph  Studebaker,  of  Flora, 
Ind.,  and  sister  Hosier,  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  who 
conducted  the  song  services  in  a  most  efficient 
manner.  Their  services  were  very  much  appre- 
ciated. 

Corrections  for  the  Ministerial  List  are  still 
coming  in,  but  they  are  too  late.  The  work  has 
gone  to  press.  We  gave  ample  time  and  notice  for 
all  these  corrections  to  have  reached  us  weeks  ago. 
Each  year  corrections  are  sent  us  weeks  after  the 
Almanac  is  printed.  Our  ministers  should  learn 
to  be  more  prompt  about  matters  of  this  kind. 


Every  church  should  at  once  arrange  for  a  series 
of  meetings  this  fall  or  coming  winter.  During  the 
fall  months  is  an  excellent  time  for  protracted  ef- 
forts.   

On  page  6,  of  this  issue,  Bro.  N.  R.  Baker  has 
something  to  say  on  benedictions  that  may  not  be 
in  harmony  with  the  minds  of  some  of  our  readers. 
We  wish  here  to  merely  state  that  while  not  ap- 
proving of  the  popular  way  of  closing  public  re- 
ligious services,  we  suggest  that  the  reading  of  the 
article  may  induce  some  of  our  ministers  to  exer- 
cise a  little  more  care  in  closing  our  meetings.  In 
too  many  instances  congregations  are  dismissed  in 
a  cool,  indifferent  manner  that  fails  to  make  a 
proper  impression  on  the  worshipers.  After  all  the 
announcements  have  been  made  we  much  prefer 
the  singing  of  some  familiar  verse  and  then  a  few 
parting  words  suitable  to  the  occasion.  It  is  good 
for  the  minister  to  reverently  say  to  his  congrega- 
tion, "Depart  in  peace,  and  the  grace  of  God  go 
with  you,"  or,  "Praying  that  the  protection  of 
heaven  may  rest  upon  you,  and  that  you  may  be 
led  into  all  truth  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  you  are  now 
dismissed  from  the  house  of  the  Lord."  Parting 
words,  suited  to  the  occasion,  will  always  be  found 
in  order  at  the  close  of  a  religious  service. 


The  following  we  clip  from  a  late  issue  of  the 
Missionary  Visitor: 

"Twenty  of  the  thirty-seven  State  Districts  of  the  Brother- 
hood have  not  yet  ordered  the  Gospel  Messenger  for  mis- 
sionary purposes,  as  announced  in  a  former  issue  of  the  Visit- 
or. This  seems  strange  to  us.  Art.  17,  of  1887,  of  Minutes  of 
Annual  Meeting,  reads  as  follows:  'As  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger can  be  profitably  used  towards  opening  mission  fields, 
will  District  Meeting  ask  Annual  Meeting  to  authorize  the 
General  Missionary  Committee  to  appropriate  of  the  mission 
funds  to  send  the  Messenger  into  such  new  localities  as  may 
appear  favorable  to  the  work,  and  that  District  Committees, 
and  brethren  engaged  in  mission  work  may  recommend  per- 
sons and  localities  to  which  papers  may  be  sent?  Ans. — Yes.' 
From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Committee  has  not  su- 
perseded its  authority.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the 
continual  weekly  visits  of  the  Messenger  will  have  a  good 
influence  and  help  greatly  in  establishing  the  faith  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  receive  it.  Brethren  of  the  District 
Boards,  why  not  make  use  of  this  opportunity?  " 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  less  than  half  of  the 
State  Mission  Boards  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  to  do  a  most  excellent  work.  We 
cannot  understand  this.  Is  it  on  account  of  a  lack 
of  interest  in  the  mission  work? 


OUR  MINISTERIAL  MEETINQ. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  held  in  the  Milledge- 
ville  church,  last  week,  was  the  most  interesting 
and  instructive  meeting  of  the  kind  yet  held  in 
Northern  Illinois.  The  attendance  was  good,  while 
all  the  speakers,  to  whom  topics  had  been  as- 
signed, with  one  exception,  were  present  with  well- 
prepared  speeches.  The  following  topics  were  dis- 
cussed: 

1.  "What  is  Formalism?" 

2.  "What  is  Necessary  on  the  Part  of  a  Minister  to  have 
the  Inspiration  of  the  Spirit  while  Preaching?  " 

3.  "To  what  Extent  should  Ministers  Engage  in  Social 
Meetings  and  Sunday  School  Work?" 

4.  "What  should  be  Discussed  at  our  Ministerial  Me 
By  Whom?" 


Mr.  C.  S.  Teeter,  of  Buckeye,  Arizona,  writes 
that  he  is  no  member  of  the  Brethren  church,  but 
is  very  anxious  to  have  a  body  of  our  people  set- 
tle in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  will  give  land  to 
several  families  as  an  inducement  to  get  them 
started.  Those  wishing  to  help  plant  the  banner 
of  the  cross  in  that  section  of  the  West  might  do 
well  to  correspond  with  him. 
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The  evening  before  the  Ministerial  Meeting  a 
love  feast  was  held.  This,  too,  was  well  attended 
and  proved  to  be  a  most  enjoyable  service.  Bro 
Simon  E.  Yundt  officiated.  At  this  time  the  Mil- 
ledgeville  church  is  in  charge  of  Bro.  Tobias  $ 
Fike,  who  is  doing  valuable  service  here  for  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  is  building  up  a  good  influence 
in  the  community.  We  regret  to  find  that  his 
health  is  not  very  good.  He  has  a  great  work  be- 
fore him,— one  requiring  all  his  time  and  strength. 

We  enjoyed  our  visit  with  the  members  on  this 
occasion,  and  look  forward  to  the  next  Ministerial 
Meeting  with  considerable  interest.  j.  h.  m. 
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).   L.   Miller. 

We  probably  voice  the  sentiments  of  the  entire 
congregation  when  we  say  that  this  was  the  most 
impressive  and  inspiring  part  of  the  meeting. 

The  committee  on  programme  for  the  next  meet- 
ing are  brethren  M.  S.  Newcomer,  P.  R.  Keltner 
and  I.  Bennett  Trout,  whose  duty  it  is  to  locate  the 
next  meeting,  arrange  the  programme  and  preside 
over  the  exercises.  Churches  wishing  the  next 
Ministerial  Meeting  should  send  in  their  applica- 
tions soon,  to  either  of  these  brethren.  A  meeting 
of  this,  kind  will  do  any  congregation  good, 


HOW  TO  SAVE  THE  WORLD. 


This   is   the    great    question    of  all    time,    and 
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ply  the  principles  of  the   Gospel  to  the  saving  of 

the  world  has  not  as  yet  been  set   forth  so  as  to 

accomplish  the  end  designed. 

The  great  problem  to  solve  seems  to  be  how  to 
interpret  broad  enough  to  gather  the  "to  be 
saved  "  into  the  church,  and  conservative  enough  to 
save  them  when  in.  Between  these  two  thoughts 
the  church  has  been  halting,  standing  and  waver- 
ing,-while  the  world  has  been  going  on  in  the  ways 
of  sin.  That  the  Lord  wills  the  world  to  be  saved 
there  can  be  no  question,  and  the  provisions  made 
to  this  end  are  so  ample  that  there  can  be  no  ex- 
cuse by  those  who  have  had  this  will  made  known 
to  them.  And,  as  in  the  provisions  made  there  is 
no  limit,  even  unto  the  uttermost,  it  would  seem 
that  the  fate  of  the  world  rests  largely  upon  the 
church,  as  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  make  it 
the  medium  through  which  salvation  to  sinners 
may  come.  Then,  if  there  are  no  means  of  sal- 
vation outside  of  the  visible  church,  the  great  im- 
portance of  getting  the  people  into  it  is  readily 
seen.  While  inside  of  the  church  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  salvation,  outside  there  are  no  promises 
and  no  revealed  grounds  for  hope.  Hence,  that 
the  world  may  have  the  possibilities  of  salvation 
and  reasonable  grounds  for  hope,  the  people  must 
be  brought  within  the  pale  of  the  church  by 
passing  through  the  form  of  regeneration.  If,  aft- 
er this,  they  are  unregenerate,  unborn,  the  fault 
rests  with  them  and  not  with  the  church. 

Let  us  first  look  at  the  material  for  the  church, 
as  prepared  by  John,  in  John's  Gospel.  It  was  a 
faith  in  the  coming  King,  and  the  essential  repent- 
ance to  fitness.  The  condition  of  the  world,  at 
that  time,  was  such  as  to  uufit  them  to  be  subjects 
worthy  to  receive  the  expected  King.  They  were 
to  be  such  as  would  be  in  harmony  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  kingdom  to  be  set  up.  That  they 
might  be  thus,  a  radical  change  must  be  brought 
about  in  the  minds  and  lives  of  the  people  called. 
And  as  they  were  sinners  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  new  regulations,  repentance  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  bring  about  the  desired  change  and 
fitness. 

Just  what  the  full  sum  and  substance  of  Johns 
preaching  was  we  are  not  told,  more  than  that 
they  were  to  "believe"  and  "repent."  These  two 
things,  though  simple  they  were,  made  them  fit 
subjects  for  baptism,  and  they  were  received  with- 
out asking  anything  of  the  past  or  demanding  any- 
thing for  the  future. 


sale 


'Then  went  out  to  him  Je 

and  all  Judea,  and  all  the  regions  rou 


about  Jordan,  and   were  baptized  of  him 
confessing  their  sins.' 


nd 


Jordan, 
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From  the  multitudes  that  were  taken  in,  the  in- 
ference is  that  the  conditions  must  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly broad,  as  it  seems  none  were  rejected 
except  the  Pharisees  and  Sadducees,  and  their  un 
fitness  was  because  of  their  self-righteousness. 
They  had  all  they  wanted  and  therefore  there  was 
no  cause,  to  them,  for  repentance.  The  fanning 
and  purging  were  left  to  be  done  by  the  King 
when  he  came.  While  the  present  specific  pur- 
pose of  getting  these  men  into  an  organizable 
mass  seems  to  have  been  to  prepare  a  people  to 
receive  the  King,  and  thus  form  a  nucleus  of  the 
kingdom  to  be,  yet  the  real  design  was  no  less 
their  salvation  than  it  was  for  the  salvation  of  those 
who  should  become  subjects  after  the  kingdom 
was  more  fully  established.  While  the  visible 
church  was  to  look  towards,  and  prepare  for  ho- 
liness, absolute  perfection  and  purity  was  not,  and 
is  not,  expected  until  the  force  of  sin  is  removed. 
It  is  the  receptacle  into  which  the  world  is  to  be 
brought  that  they  may  be  brought  under  a  course 
of  preparation  to  fit  them  for  the  pure  condition 
into  which,  by  grace,  they  are  finally  to  come 
And  as  this  is  not  the  work  of  a  day,  or  even  ; 
few  years,  it  would  be  a  sad  thing,  indeed,  to  seve 
the  relation  before  there  has  been  a  sufficient  time 
for  the  object  to  be  accomplished. 

John's  mission  was  to  bring  the  soul  into  a  pos- 
sible saving  relationship  with  the  Christ  to  come,  but 
was  delegated  with  no  power  to  sever  the  relation. 

The  mission  of  Christ,  while  it  was  not  entirely 
similar  to  that  of  John's*  was  much  more  full  and 
complete  in  its  character.  His  mission  was  to 
save  and  that  to  the  uttermost.  It  is  an  interest- 
ing study  to  examine  the  procedure  of  the  Christ, 
while  in  active  service  and  in  full  touch  with  the 
human  mass  in  preparing  them  for  living  the  better 
life,  and  how,  to  them,  physical  aid  and  spiritual 
comfort  were  offered.  The  more  we  study  this  fea- 
ture of  the  Christ  mission,  the  more  and  better  we 
able  to  comprehend  the  broadness  of  the  salva- 
tion he  came  to  give.  The  conditions  were  very 
similar  to  those  of  his  forerunner,  the  Baptist- 
faith,  repentance  and  baptism.  The  fitness  was  not 
measured  by  past  sins, — but  sin  vo  more. 

On  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  when  thousands  were 
taken  in  at  one  time  and  on  one  day,  there  certain- 
ly was  not  much  time  for  examining  into  individ- 
ual character.  It  is  even  said  that  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  suffered  violence,  and  the  violent  were  dis- 
posed to  take  it  by  force,  and  it  will  be  noticed 
that  this  intense  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  to 
enter  into  a  saving  relation  with  Christ  was  not  an- 
tagonized, but  encouraged.  Why  not?  If  it  is 
God's  will  that  all  men  shall  be  saved,  and  the 
Christ  was  willing  to  sacrifice  his  own  life  to  make 
the  salvation  possible,  would  it  not  afford  joy  on 
the  part  of  the  Father  and  Son,  and  even  angels,  to 
see  the  world  pressing  into  the  kingdom, — into  a 
saving  relation, — when  salvation  is  possible?  Sure- 
ly so.  The  thought  reminds  us  of  the  boy  who 
had  felt  the  power  of  salvation  in  his  own  life,  and 
because  of  this,  had  a  burning  desire  for  the  salva- 
tion of  others,  and  as  he  had  received  this  blessing 
in  the  church,  and  under  the  power  of  the  Christian 
ministry,  he  felt  that  there  was  the  place  to  go  for 
't.  and  that  all  who  would  go  to  his  church  would 
°e  saved.  He  had  a  dear  companion  in  whose  sal- 
vation he  was  greatly  interested,  and  he  felt  sure 
that  if  he  could  get  his  young  friend  inside  of 
">«  church  he  would  be  saved.  After  much 
persuasion  he  finally  got  him  to  promise  to  go, 
and  after  getting  him  inside,  and  seated,  he 
went  out  that  he  might  have  a  season  of  rejoicing, 
was  so  greatly  rejoiced  that  he  almost  went  in- 
to ecstasies  in  his  elation;  which  was  noticed  by 
°ne  of  his  friends,  who  asked  him  what  was  wrong 
w"h  him.  His  answer  was  that  he  had  got 
'Tom"  into  the  church,  and  now  he  would  be 
»»»«dl'   Do  we  have  this  kind  of  feelings  and  are 


we  as  anxious  to  get  men  and  women  into  the 
church?  This  should  be  our  great  desire,  to  have 
men  and  women  come  into  the  church,— get  them 
where  salvation  is  possible 

If  the  few,  or  even  many,  should  prove  unfaithful 
and  give  some  trouble,  we  should  be  willing  to 
bear  with  them,  even  up  to  seventy  times  seven 
Let  us  even  remember  that  it  is  not  the  church 
as  an  institution,  that  is  to  be  saved,  but  souls,— 
precious  souls— for  whom  Christ  died. 

Then,  to  save  the  people,  we  must  get  them  in- 
to the  church,  and  keep  them  there  un'il  the  leaver 
has  had  sufficient  time  to  leaven  the  whole  lump. 

As  to  getting  people  into  the  church,  of  course 
nothing  but  lawful  means  must  be  used,  such  as  wt 
have  in  the  teachings  of  Christ  and  the  practice  of 
the  disciples  in  their  active  ministry.  In  doing 
this  we  must  be  as  broad  as  they  were,  and  e: 
of  those  who  come,  no  more  and  no  less  than  they 
did.  Their  practice  was  a  safe  one,  and  we  can 
well  afford  to  follow  it. 

Our  serious  thought,  of  late,  has  been:  Are  we 
doing  all  we  can  and  all  we  should  to  save  the 
world?  And  when  we  look  at  the  large  number  of 
the  unsaved,  not  in  India,  Africa  and  the  heathen 
worlds  alone,  but  in  our  towns  and  cities  in  our 
own  country,  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  something  wrong  among  us  somewht 
We  either  don't  believe  what  we  preach,  or  else 
are  simp'y  indifferent  to  our  duty  and  the  sal 
tion  of  the  world.  It  is  time  that  we  looked  at 
this  matter  squarely  and  prayerfully,  because  we 
must  meet  it  at  the  judgment.  We  are  wonderful- 
ly and  fearfully  responsible,  and  when  we  look 
around  us  and  see  the  very  little  we  are  doing, 
even  in  our  own  land,  it  seems  to  us  that  it  ought 
to  stir  up  the  church  from  center  to  circumference, 
and  the  daily  and  hourly  question  ought  to  be, 
"  What  is  wrong?"  There  is  a  wrong  somewhere 
and  we  ought  not  to  be  at  ease  until  we  have 
learned  where  it  is,  and  made  an  effort  to  right  it 
H.  B.  B 


OUR  TRIP  TO  NORTH  DAKOTA. 

There  are  times  in  life  when  the  busy  brain 
must  have  rest.  Such  a  rest  is  essential  to  health, 
as  well  as  to  comfort,  and  is  the  means  of  gather- 
ing additional  strength  for  the  further  duties  of 
life.  We  felt  the  need  of  a  short  vacation  this 
fall,  but  did  not  care  to  leave  unfinished  the  piles 
of  work  that  had  accumulated,  but  when  we  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  C.  W.  Mott,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  an 
invitation  to  become  one  of  his  guests  in  a  special 
car  from  Chicago  to  Carrington,  North  Dakota, 
and  return,  we  at  once  accepted  the  kind  offer. 
On  the  evening  of  Sept.  3,  we  were  met  in  Chica- 
go by  Mr.  C.  H.  Shaw,  Traveling  Emigration 
Agent  of  the  Northern  Pacific,  who  assigned  us 
quarters  in  the  official  car,  Minnewaska,  which  was 
to  be  our  home  the  next  eight  days. 

Our  company  was  composed  of  Joseph  Amick, 
I.  J.  Rosenberger  and  wife,  Noah  Fisher  and  wife, 
Howard  Miller,  W.  R.  Miller,  self  and  wife.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  in  charge  of  the  car,  and  had  with  him 
an  excellent  cook,  and  also  a  first-class  porter,  all 
of  whom  did  their  utmost  to  make  the  trip  as 
pleasant  as  possible.  The  car  was  built  for  the 
special  use  of  the  railroad  officials,  and  is  em- 
ployed mainly  for  observation  purposes.  It  is  in 
three  parts.  The  front  is  used  for  cooking  pur- 
poses. In  the  center  are  six  sections,  arranged 
after  the  Pullman  fashion,  where  the  passengers 
may  sit  during  the  day  and  sleep  at  night. 
The  rear  part  of  the  car  is  an  observation  room, 
well  supplied  with  easy  chairs.  It  is  also  provided 
with  a  large  extension  dining-table,  and  here  the 
meals  are  served  with  all  the  conveniences  and 
comforts  usually  found  in  a  well-regulated  dining- 
room,     During    the    entire     trip     our   car    was    at- 


tached to  the  rear  of  the  train,  and  our  opportu- 
nities for  viewing  the  country  were  all  that  could 
be  desired. 


At  6:  30  we  left  Chicago,  and  were  soon  on  our 
way  over  the  fertile  prairies  of  Illinois,  headed  for 
the  great  Northwest.  At  7  o'clock  we  gathered 
around  a  well-spread  table.  One  of  the  brethren 
gave  thanks,  and  we  ate  our  meal  with  gladness. 
Two  hours  were  spent  in  pleasant  conversation, 
and  soon  after  nine  we  erected  in  the  observation 
room,  where  we  spent  the  most  of  our  time  when 
not  asleep,  the  family  altar,  for  while  traveling 
we  regarded  ourselves  as  one  family.  We  sang  to- 
gether that  good  old  hymn,  "The  day  is  past  and 
gone,"  then  kneeled  and  prayed  to  the  great  God  of 
heaven.  Our  car  was  going  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
miles  an  hour,  and  while  thus  passing  through 
space  we  could  keenly  feel  the  need  of  Divine  pro- 
tection. As  we  retired  to  rest  we  thought  of  the 
members  in  Northern  Illinois  as  we  glided  past 
their  homes,  for  our  train  passed  through  South 
Freeport.  We  also  thought  of  the  members  in  the 
South  Waterloo  church,  Iowa,  as  we  passed  not 
far  from  many  of  their  pleasant  homes. 


Friday  morning,  Sept.  4,  found  us  in  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  where  the  entire  day  was  spent  visiting 
some  of  the  points  of  interest  in  the  city,  and  also 
in  Minneapolis.  The  two  places  are  about  ten 
miles  apart,  but  connected  by  an  excellent  street- 
car line.  We  had  hardly  expected  to  find  such 
well-built  and  enterprising  cities  in  this  part  of  the 
great  Northwest.  They  contain  a  population  of 
over  300,000,  but  at  the  time  of  our  visit  the  State 
Fair  was  in  operation  and  the  G.  A.  R.  Encamp- 
ment had  not  yet  closed,  so  that  every  part  of  the 
city  seemed  to  be  thronged  with  people.  The  rain 
in  the  afternoon  prevented  us  from  seeing  as  much 
of  the  two  cities  as  we  had  intended.  Our  car  left 
late  in  the  evening,  and  we  saw  no  more  of  the 
country  until  next  day. 


The  next  morning,  Saturday,  Sept.  5,  we  crossed 
the  Red  River  at  Morehead,  and  entered  North 
Dakota.  F'or  miles  our  route  lay  through  the 
Red  River  Valley,  one  of  the  finest  valleys  that  we 
have  ever  seen.  The  country  seemed  almost  per- 
fectly level,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see  it  was 
in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Immense  fields  of 
wheat,  oats,  millet,  barley  and  flax  could  be  seen 
in  every  direction.  An  occasional  field  of  corn 
was  passed.  Nearly  all  the  grain  had  been  cut, 
and  was  then  in  shock,  giving  the  fields  a  fine  ap- 
pearance. Scores  of  steam  thrashers  could  be 
seen  at  work,  and  at  one  place  ten  self-binders, 
one  after  another,  in  the  same  field,  were  pointed 
out.  Our  company  was  greatly  del  ghted  with 
most  of  the  country  between  Morehead  and  James- 
town.   

At  Jamestown  we  entered  the  James  River  Val- 
ley, and  journeyed  northward.  For  some  miles  we 
were  not  favorably  impressed  with  the  lay  and  ap- 
pearance of  the  country.  Most  of  it  is  too  hilly 
for  the  western  farmer.  But  before  reaching  the 
vicinity  of  Carrington,  we  entered  a  very  fine  beit 
of  land,  one-third  of  which  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  Here  we  saw  immense  fields  of  grain, 
the  most  of  it  in  shock,  and  now  and  then  a  field 
not  yet  cut.  The  houses  are  few  and  often  far  be- 
tween, but  on  account  of  the  country  being  very 
level  and  the  atmosphere  exceedingly  clear,  a  num- 
ber of  buildings  may  often  be  seen  from  a  given 
point.  In  most  places,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see, 
no  timber  is  visible.  To  the  west,  probably  twen- 
ty miles,  lay  a  long  range  of  high  hills,  extending 
from  north  to  south,  that  seemed  to  break  the 
great  stretch  of  prairie.  As  we  passed  field  after 
field  of  fine  grain,  it  occurred  to  us  that  this  surely 
must  be  a  land  of  plenty,  and  why  should  the  peo- 
ple suffer  for  the  want  of  either  food  or  raiment? 


6i8 


THE    GOSPEL    2VLESSE2sTC3-EI6. 


September  26.  1^6, 


1  short  time  be- 
.  Alfred  Dickey 
1  we  spent  an 
nt  talker  and  en- 
iteresting  narra- 


We  pause  a  moment  to  say  that 
fore  reaching  Jamestown  Ex.  Go 
came  into  our  car,  and  with  hi 
hour  most  pleasantly.  He  is  a  flu 
tertained  our  party  with  many 
tives  respecting  life  on  the  frontier,  for  he  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  country.  And,  by  the 
way,  most  of  our  readers  have  some  knowledge  of 
J.  H.  Worst,  of  Ashland,  Ohio.  He  was  at  one 
time  connected  with  the  Ashland  College,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Gospel  Preacher.  He 
settled  in  North  Dakota,  and  is  r.t  this  time  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State.  We  had  hoped 
to  meet  him  during  this  trip,  but  were  not  permit- 
ted to  do  so. 

At  six  in  the  evening,  our  car  was  placed  on  the 
side-track  in  Carrington.  On  alighting  we  were 
agreeably  surprised  to  meet  a  score  or  more  of 
Brethren  from  various  parts  of  Illinois,  Iowa,  Indi- 
ana and  Ohio.  They  were  here  to  look  at  the  coun- 
try and  attend  the  dedication  services.  Carrington 
is  a  well  laid  out  town  of  about  700  inhabitants, 
has  three  churches,  two  good  railroads  and  a  num- 
ber of  well-stocked  stores  and  other  necessary 
places  of  business.  It  is  the  county-seat  of  Foster 
County,  and  is  destined  to  become  a  place  of  im- 
portance in  course  of  time.  The  particular  tract  of 
land  on  which  it  is  located,  in  our  estimation,  is 
of  but  little  value  aside  from  being  a  good  place  to 
build  a  city,  but  it  is  surrounded  with  a  very  fine 
farming  country,  and  some  of  it  has  been  farmed 
for  thirteen  years,  but  most  of  that  now  in  cultiva- 
tion has  been  under  the  plow  only  a  few  years. 


The  Brethren 
and  at  this  time 


:  last  s 


Nearly  all  of  the 


ced  settling  h 

e  probably  thirty  or  more 
hours'    drive    of   the    city. 

settled  on  farms,  and  so  far 
as  we  could  learn,  seem  well  pleased  with  their 
new  homes,  though  they  realize  that  they  must  yet 
endure  many  hardships  in  order  to  build  up  the 
country  and  have  enterprising  communities  and 
flourishing  churches.  North  of  the  town  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  owns  each  al- 
ternate section  of  a  large  body  of  good  land,  and 
about  two  townships  have  been  set  apart  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  Brethren  and  their  friends.  This 
is  what  has  induced  a  number  of  our  people  to  set 
tie  at  this  place,  and  we  see  now  nothing  in  the 
way  of  the  Carrington  church  becoming  a  strong 
congregation.  At  this  time  Bro.  David  H.  Nic- 
cum  is  the  elder  in  charge.  He  is  assisted  by  zl  few 
other  ministers,  who  have  decided  to  make  that 
their  home,  and  labor  for  the  upholding  of  the  cause 
in  that  part  of  North  Dakota.  On  the  evening  of 
our  arrival  we  had  preaching  in  the  Court  House. 
The  services  were  well  attended. 


day. 


ghtful 
brac- 


essary  to  raist 
collection  wa; 
vices,  which  ; 
visiting  memb 
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fund, 
ceedingly 


some  money  for  the  purpose.  A 
taken  up  at  the  close  of  the  ser- 
lounted  to  $357-58-  Many  of  the 
s  contributed  very  liberally  to  this 
...e  of  the  citizens  and  others  did  ex- 
.  There  was  occasion  for  much  re- 
it  became  known  that  the  house 
d  over  to  the   Lord  entirely  free  of 


could  be  tun 
debt. 

Bro.  Rosenberger's  sermon  was  listened  to 
with  marked  interest,  and  the  whole  congregation 
seemed  to  have  been  favorably  impressed.  The 
singing  was  good,  and  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  all 
that  could  have  been  desired.  The  great  number 
of  members  present  reminded  us  of  an  enthusias- 
ic  meeting  in  Northern  Illinois.  We  had  preach- 
ng  on  Sunday  evening  and  also  on  Monday  even- 
ng.  On  Tuesday  evening  was  the  love  feast. 
There  were  sixty-seven  members  at  the  tables 
3ro.  Rosenberger  officiated.  The  services  through- 
out were  well  conducted  and  impressive.  A  large 
number  of  friends  were  present  to  witness  the 
ceremonies,  and  hear  the  preaching.  This  was  the 
first  feast  ever  held,  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and 
seems  to  have  made  favorable  impressions.  A 
meeting  the  next  morning  closed  our  labors  with 
this  church,  and  we  shall  ever  remember  these  ser- 
vices with  the  greatest  of  pleasure. 


lent  and  the  climate  invigorating.  Those  Wno 
readily  adapt  themselves  to  surroundings  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
j-.nd  are  not  disposed  to  complain  at  what  nature  is 
doing,  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  country,  and  the 
country  may  prove  a  blessing  to  them.  We  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  good  place  for  hard-working  farmers 
but  it  is  the  worst  country  we  know  of  for  a  lazy  maili 
It  is  not  a  fruit  country,  nor  is  it  likely  to  ever  be 
be  much  of  a  corn  country.  It  was  formerly  a 
great  stock  region,  and  considerable  stock  is  yet 
raised,  and  probably  more  could  be  raised  to  advan- 
tage, but  it  is  especially  adapted  to  wheat,  oats,  bar- 
ley, flax  and  millet.  Great  quantities  of  prairie  hay 
are  harvested.  Potatoes  are  produced  in  great 
abundance,  and  the  usual  line  of  garden  vegetables 
also  grow.  In  time  more  attention  will  be  given 
to  fruit  and  other  products. 


ough 


day 


Sunday, 
atmosphere  was  cl< 
ing  and  the  weather  just  pleasant 
one  feel  comfortable  in  every  waj 
set  apart  for  the  dedication  of  the  Brethren's  new 
meetinghouse  which  had  been  erected  almost  ex- 
clusively at  the  expense  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  and  the  citizens  of  the  town 
and  community.  The  edifice  is  36x50  feet,  well 
and  neatly  built  in  every  way,  and  was  completed 
at  a  cost  of  Si, 729. 23.  No  better  house  of  worship 
can  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  West.  We  con- 
gratulate our  Brethren  at  Carrington  en  having 
such  an  excellent  church,  and  they  should,  as  they 
do,  feel  very  grateful  to  those  who  have  so  gen- 
erously given  of  their  means  in  order  that  the 
house  might  be  erected.  At  an  early  hour  the  peo- 
ple began  to  assemble,  and  by  10:30  every  part  of 
the  house  was  flMed.  Tht  dedication  services  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger,  assisted  by 
"Bro.  Joseph  Amick  and  others.  In  order  to  lift 
a  debt  yet  resting  on  the  building,   it   became  nec- 


It  afforded  us  much  enjoyment  to  meet  at  this 
gathering  Bro.  A.  Peters,  of  Cando.  He  has  been 
in  North  Dakota  a  few  year?,  has  been  the  means 
of  settling  many  members  in  his  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  now  seems  greatly  encouraged  as  well  as 
pleased  over  the  outlook.  It  was  our  intention, 
on  leaving  home,  to  have  visited  the  members  at 
Cando,  but  on  reaching  Carrington  learned  that  we 
could  not  do  so  without  missing  the  feast.  This 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  our  entire  party, 
and  we  will  hardly  be  satisfied  until  we  make  an- 
other trip  and  meet  with  those  living  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  Devils  Lake,  as  well  as  those  living  around 

Cando.  

While  at  Carrington  we  spent  considerable  time 
driving  over  the  country  and  looking  at  many  of 
the  improved  farms  that  had  been  settled  for  years. 
Better  roads  for  fast  driving  we  never  saw.  One 
may  drive  for  miles,  among  the  great  fields,  and  not 
see  a  fence.  This  is  quite  an  advantage  to  the 
poor  man,  who  may  be  able  to  purchase  land,  but 
cannot  yet  afford  to  fence  it.  The  old  settlers 
seem  to  be  prospering.  They  appear  to  have 
plenty  of  everything  necessary  for  their  temporal 
wants.  Most  of  them  have  good  buildings,  and  not 
a  few  of  them  have  fine  groves  to  shelter  their 
houses  and  barns,  and  everybody  could  have  such 
groves  if  they  would  only  take  the  time  to  plant 
trees  and  properly  care  for  them.  But  most  of 
the  new  settlers  are  poor,  and  must  devote  all 
their  time  and  energies  to  paying  for  and  improv- 
ing their  farms.  In  the  course  of  time  they  may 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  many  comforts  and  con- 
veniences which  they  cannot  afford  at  this  period 
of  their  labors. 


Farming  is  generally 
icale.  We  were  on  on 
mother  of  2,000  acres. 


are  quite  commoi 
Leeds,  sixty-five  1 
were  permitted  to  : 
The  finest  section  \ 


one  on  a  very  extensive 
me  farm  of  8,000  acres,  and 
Farms  of  320  and  640  acres 
As  our  car  was  taken  to 
rth  of  Carrington,  we 
considerable  of  the  country, 
had  the  privilege  of  seeing  is 


iles 


about  seven  miles  to  the  north  of  Carrington.  We 
also  made  careful  inquiry  concerning  other  por- 
tions of  the  State  where  our  people  are  settling, 
and  we  learn  there  is  little,  if  any,  perceptible  dif- 
ference in  the  various  localities.  In  fact,  some  of 
our  Brethren  visited  all  these  localities,  and  gave 
to  us  the  opinion  just  expressed.  We  do  not  urge 
people  to  go  to  this  or  any  other  country.  That  is 
not  our  business.  We  are  only  telling  what  we 
saw.  heard  and  experienced.  But  we  do  caution 
men  against  buying  land  here,  or  anywhere  else, 
before  carefully  examining  it  for  themselves. 
They  should  make  their  own  decision,  and  then,  if 
they  chance  to  make  a  mistake,  they  have  no  one 
to  blame  but  themselves.  We  now  further  add, 
that  we  have  not  written  concerning  our  trip  be- 
cause we  were  asked  to  do  so,  but  simply  because 
we  feel  like  it.  The  trip  was  a  pleasant  one;  we 
enjoyed  it  immensely,  and  when  we  again  feel  that 
we  need  a  season  of  rest,  we  may  take  a  still  more 
extended  trip.  It  is  a  good  place  for  an  editor  to 
go  to  get  new  life  infused  into  him.  While 
roaming  over  these  broad  prairies  we  are  constant- 
ly reminded  of  our  experience  on  the  wild  prairies 
of  Illinois,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  country, 
forty  years  ago. 

Thursday  morning  our  car  was  attached  to  the 
south-bound  train,  and  we  commenced  our  home- 
ward journey.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  all 
those  on  our  car,  and  a  few  members  from  the  car 


We  are  asked  to  say  what  we  think  of  North  Da 
:ota,  We  believe  that  we  voice  the  sentiment  o 
mr  entire  party  when  we  say  that  it  is  with  this 
any   other  sections  of   the  United  States,- 


like 

some  people  will   like  it 
others  will  not.     Some  wi 
will  become  poor.     For 
what  is  to  hinder  the  h; 
ous  man  from  prospering 
plenty   of    it    and 
poor  men  with  littl 
they  can  at  least  r 
it  i 


ind  prosper  here,  while 
grow  rich  while,  others 
ur  part  we  do  not  see 
d-working  and  industri- 
Land  is  cheap;  there  is 
there  are  many  chances  for 
means  to  get  homes,  on  which 
ake  a  good'Hving.  Of  course 
not  like  we  have  it  in  Illinois  or  Indiana.  The 
ers  are  long  and  sometimes  very  cold,  and  the 
mers  are  short,  but  health  seems  to  be  excel- 


ahead  of  us,  gathered 
had  regular  preaching 
of  Chicago,  delivered 
was  followed  by  bret 
Miller,  Noah  Fisher, 
talks.  We  all  real 
we    ever   attended 


little  room,  where  we 
e.  Bro.  W.  R.  Miller, 
cellent  sermon.  He 
ethren  Rosenberger,  Howard 
,  and  others,  who  gave  short 
d  that  this  was  the  first  time 
sgular   preaching   services   on 


wheels.  The  next  evening  we  had  a  most  interest-, 
ing  prayer  meeting,  led  by  one  of  the  sisters. 
Every  person  in  the  car  took  part  in  the  exercises. 
This  was  our  last  service  on  the  Minnewaska, 
which  had  been  our  home  during  the  entire  trip 
We  reached  Chicago  late  at  night,  where  we  sep- 
arated with  regrets,  for  as  a  family,  so  to  speak,  we 
had  journeyed  together  pleasantly.  We  were  nev- 
er more  kindly  treated  and  better  cared  for,  and 
express  our  most  sincere  thanks  to  the  officials  0 
the  Northern  Pacific  for  the  favors  shown  us. 

We  close  by  remarking  that  our  people  are  set- 
tling in    many   parts  of   North   Dakota,  and  if  a 
goes  well,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  there  W 
be  a  number  of  congregations  in  the  State,  an 
is  to  be  hoped  that  they^vill  not  only  prosper,  bu 
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live  in  peace  and  prove  an  honor  to  the  religious 
principles  that  they  hwc  embraced.  It  is  well 
for  us  to  secure  homes  in  this  world,  that  we  may 
gather  around  us  the  comforts  of  life  necessary  for 
those  entrusted  to  our  care,  but  it  is  more  impor- 
tant that  we  be  equally  concerned  about  the  home 
in  the  land  beyond  the  stars.  j.  H.  M. 


>  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY *~~ 
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Walked  together  at  early  morn; 
The  thrushes  up  in  the  clear,  cool  air 

Sang  to  the  farmer  planting  his  corn, 
And  O  how  sweet  was  the  frest-turned  mould! 

And  O  how  fair  were  budding  trees! 
For  daisy's  silver  and  daffodil's  gold 

Were  full  of  the  happy  honey-bees. 
"  Ah,  look!  there's  an  empty  nest,"  she  said; 

"And  I  wonder  where  sing  the  last  year's  birds? 
Then  the  old  man  quickly  raised  his  head, 

Though  scarcely  he  noted  her  musing  words; 
He  tore  the  nest  from  the  swaying  tree. 

He  flung  to  the  winds  its  moss  and  hay, 
And  said,  "When  an  empty  nest  you  see. 

Be  sure  that  you  throw  it  far  away." 
"  But  why? "  she  asked,  with  a  sorrowing  face — 

"  Why  may  not  the  pretty  home  abide?  " 
"  Because,"  he  answered,  "  'twill  be  a  place 

In  which  the  worm  and  the  slug  will  hide. 
Last  year  'twas  fair  enough  in  its  way — 

It  was  full  of  love  and  merry  with  song; 
But  days  that  are  gone  must  not  spoil  to-day, 

Nor  dead  joys  do  the  living  joys  wrong." 
The  maiden  heard  with  a  thoughtful  face — 

Her  first  false  love  had  gone  far  away — 
And  she  thought,  "  Is  my  heart  become  a  place 

For  anger  and  grief  and  hate  to  stay? 
Down,  heart,  with  thy  sad,  forsaken  nest! 

Fling  far  thy  selfish  and  idle  pain; 
The  love  that  is  ours  is  always  the  best: " 

And  she  went  with  a  smile  to  her  work  again. 

— Harper's  Magazine 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETING. 


BY    HOWARD    MILLER. 


The  testimony  still  comes  in,  though  in  this  issue 
none  appears.  The  reason  is  that  I  am  away  from 
home  for  some  time,  and  that  there  be  no  break  in 
*be  weekly  meetings  on  my  part  I  have  prepared 
.nis  article  to  fill  a  gap  till  I  return,  when,  if  such  be 
the  case,  the  matter  will  be  taken  up  again  till  all 
are  heard. 

Sometimes  in  a  prayer  meeting  the  leader  and  oth- 
ers get  up  and  talk.  If  the  talkjs  good,  it  is  well, 
and  while  I  take  up  the  time  this  issue,  I  distinctly 
deprecate  the  idea  that  it  is  well  that  I  should. 
Only  that  there  be  something  said  and  done  while  I 
am  unavoidably  away  from  my  correspondents  is 
this  written  and  printed. 

Now  that  there  are  over  fifty  instances  recorded 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  go  into  something  of  an 
analysis  of  the  returns.  When  the  movement  was 
set  on  foot  the  replies  were  all  in  the  dark.  It  was 
known  that  some  would  respond,  and  mentally  I 
■thought  of  those  who  would  be  first  heard. 

There  are  names  in  the  church  that  are  known 
everywhere.  They  are  heard  in  our  councils,  seen 
">  print,  and  are  urgent  in  the  presentation  of  dog- 
ma and  tenet.  Naturally  one  would  suppose  that 
these  people  would  be  the  first  to  be  heard,  but  out 
°f  the  fifty  replies  received  all  such  who  have 
responded  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one 
hand  and  not  exhaust  them.  It  is  surprising,  and  I 
neither  explanation  or  comment  to  offer.  I 
of  none.     On  the  contrary  over   ninety    per 


kn 


cent  of  those  who  have  testified  for  Christ  in  0] 
meeting  are  the  unknown  who  have  walked  and 
talked  with  God  and  are  not  ashamed  of  him.  If 
the  names  were  printed,  which  they  will  not  be, 
thev  would  be  from  the  comparatively  unknown. 

The  workings  of  the  Spirit  are  truly  marvelous. 

eY  are  not  as  man  works,  and  they  are  not  sub- 
let to  man's  ruie_  The  rjnging  faith  of  some  of 
'he  writers  is  like  the  blast  of  a  bugle  on  the  eve  of 
!*  battle.    They  tell  of  struggles  met  with  prayer 
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and  they  record  the  answer  with  such  faith  that  made 
the  old  martyrs  sing  as  the  flames  licked  around 
them. 

As  far  as  I  have  gone  with  this  business  I  feel 
constrained  to  believe  that  if  there  was  a  clash  of 
life  and  death  in  the  Christian  world,  and  that  th 
was  a  call  for  those  who  would  die  for  the  faith,  the 
volunteers  would  come  from  the  ranks  and  not 
largely  from  among  the  officers.  This  is  not 
in  any  spirit  of  harsh  criticism,  but  is  a  conclu 
borne  out  by  the  facts  as  they  have  come  to 
And,  after  all,  it  is  what  might  be  expected,  for  it 
was  what  happened  when  Christ  was  on  earth. 
Peter  was  the  loudest  of  all  when  there  was  no  dan- 
ger, but  when  it  came  to  the  light  of  the  court-room 
and  he  was  asked  about  his  connection  with  Christ 
he  denied  all  knowledge  of  him.  And  the  Maste 
turned  and  looked  at  him.     Then  he  went  out. 

It  is  likely  that  there  are  many  who  have  no  ex 
perience  to  record.  There  are  such,  and  it  is  no 
for  you  or  me  to  judge  them.  Doubtless  they  woulc 
feel  highly  honored  if  God  came  to  them  in  spir 
it,  and  as  far  as  they  could  see  and  feel  they  woulc 
recognize  him.  Some  may  feel  that  it  is  something 
denied  them.  But  if  there  is  any  one  thing  that 
the  letters  I  have  received  go  to  show  it  is.that 
those  who  earnestly  seek  the  Lord  ever  find  hin 

There  has  been  developed  a  natural  delicacy  in 
setting  forth  the  experiences  of  the  writers.  M 
say  that  they  wish  their  names  suppressed,  and  oth- 
ers do  not  care  who  knows  their  experien 
On  deliberation  it  was  decided  to  give  no  nar 
but  to  let  all  be  as  a  voice  in  the  dark,  calling  to 
others  who  see  not  that  the  light  at  the  end  of  the 
journey  still  gleams  in  the  gloominess  of  life  and 
that  there  is  One  who  hears  all  who  call  on  him. 

What  a  meeting  it  would  be  if  we  could  all  be  to- 
gether in  one  room!  There  would  not  be  any  who 
had  not  a  personal  knowledge  of  Christ,  and, 
what  is  more  to  the  point,  were  not  afraid  or 
ashamed  to  add  their  testimony  as  to  his  answering 
their  requests.  And  what  an  army  of  Christian  sol- 
diers they  would  be  if  they  could  be  sent  forth  into 
the  world  as  searchers  might  go  into  the  swamps  to 
rescue  those  who  had  lost  their  way,  and  who  were 
floundering  in  the  sloughs  of  vice  and  sin.  They 
would  be  able  to  call  into  the  depths  of  the  darkest 
places  that  they  had  been  on  the  solid  road,  and 
that  they  had  seen  the  light  at  the  end  of  the  jour- 
ney. Impossible  as  this  may  be  in  fact,  yet  again  in 
fact  it  may  all  be.  There  is  not  one  who  has  record- 
ed an  experience  as  to  the  goodness  of  God  who  may 
not  tell  it  daily  to  such  as  may  be  within  reach. 
There  is  more  to  be  gained  by  individual  effort  earn- 
estly applied  than  in  the  silent  place  in  the  church 
where  your  voice  is  never  raised  for  the  Master. 
Again  I  call  for  the  experience  of  those  who  have 
asked  and  received. 

Lewisburg,  Union  Co  ,  Pa. 
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HfChurch  News  solicited  (or  this  Department.     If  you  have  had  a 

:ting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.    In  wr 

give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.    Be  brief.    Notes  of  Travel  shoi 


From  Southeastern  Florida. 

ro.  S.  Eby,  of  Centerview,  Mo.,  came  to  us 
Aug.  27  and  stayed  until  Sept.  2,  preaching  for  us 
Sunday.  He  liked  this  neighborhood  well 
jgh  that  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and  ex- 
pects to  move  here  next  winter,  with  several  other 
families.  We  feel  encouraged  by  this,  as  he  has  at 
different  times  visited  the  South,  including  Texas 
d  Alabama,  with  a  view  of  locating,  but  never 
found  a  place  offering  sufficient  natural  inducements 
to  invest  until  coming  here.  We  believe  his  invest- 
ment will  be  a  financial  success,  and  hope  that  our 
social  and  spiritual  condition  will  be  improved. 

Many  of  our  people  in  the  North  would  like  to 
come  south,  if  they  could  find  a  healthy  location, 
tere  they  could  make  a  living.  I  think  from  what 
:  have  experienced,  and  can  learn,  the  health  here 
generally  much  better  than  at  any  other  place  we 


have  ever  lived,  especially  to  those  afflicted  with 
catarrh,  throat  or  lung  trouble.  Brother  and  sis- 
ter King  have  lived  here  for  over  eight  years,  and 
their  testimony  in  this  respect  is  very  encouraging. 

As  to  making  a  living,  I  realize  that  there  can  be 
but  little  done,  building  up  a  church  where  people 
can  not  do  reasonably  well.  I  have  considered  this 
part  of  the  enterprise  as  carefully  as  I  could  and 
feel  quite  confident  that  intelligent  labor  and  mon- 
ey will  bring  the  comforts  of  life  in  plenty.  Any 
one  coming  here,  however,  expecting  to  get  rich  im- 
mediately, is  quite  sure  to  be  disappointed.  We 
will  not  be  responsible  for  any  one's  failures  or 
success.  We  have  no  land  to  sell  nor  are  we  inter- 
ested directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  sale  of  any  land, 
neither  does  the  railroad  give  us  any  favors. 

We  desire  very  much  to  have  faithful  members, 
that  are  desirous  of  living  and  teaching  the  Gospel', 
to  come  and  settle  here,  but  will  not  knowingly 
misrepresent  anything  to  get  them  here.  Come 
and  see  for  yourself. 

A  Sunday  school  will  be  organized  here  Sept.  20. 
The  interest  in  our  meetings  continues  good. 

J.  R.  Leatherman. 
Sept.  6. 


From  the  Litchfield  Mission. 


We    ha 


regular  preaching  services  each 
month,  prayer  meeting  each  Wednesday  night. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  to  be  reorganized  the  first 
Sunday  in  October. 

Messengers  and  tracts  arc  carefully  distributed. 
Four  neat  little  boxes  arc  placed  in  the  two  prin- 
cipal depots,  and  one  in  the  post-office  at  this 
place.  These  are  kept  supplied  with  Messengers 
and  tracts.  We  hope  also  to  obtain  permission  to 
place  some  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  room. 

The  outlook  of  the  work  is  not  what  we  would 
like  to  see,  yet  we  feel  that  earnest,  consecrated 
work  will  not  go  unblest.  Confidence  will  have  to 
be  more  fully  restored.  A  more  general  knowl- 
edge of  our  people,  as  they  are  in  well-established 
churches,  must  be  had  by  the  people  here,  Then, 
too,  a  work  of  this  kind  never  meets  with  any 
great  success  until  the  better  class  of  people  can 
be  induced  to  take  hold  of  it.  To  meet  with  suc- 
cess we  want  to  reach  the  substantial  element  of 
the  people. 

Last,  but  not  least  of  all  needs  in  mission  work, 
is  the  united,  combined  effort  and  full  consecra- 
tion to  the  work,  of  all  the  members  connected 
it.  A  few  careless,  disinterested,  uncor- 
i  members  can  hold  in  check  or  even  break 
the  influence  of  many  zealous  workers.  May 
the  day  speedily  come  when  we  all  shall  more  ful- 
ly realize  the  responsibility  resting  upon  us! 

Time  is  fleeting,  souls  are  perishing,  eternity  is 
iming.     Messengers   and   tracts   will    be    hailed 

th  gladness.     Thanks  for  those  already  sent! 

B.  E.  Kesler. 


From  Baltimore,  Md. 


We  are  earn 
ew     Sunday 


good    interest 


istly  pressing  on  in  our  work.     Our 
school    continued    from     April     19 
:nusually    warm    weather   with   very 
and    results.     We    started    with  six 
asses,  and  next  quarter  we  begin  with  the  seventh, 
id  three  assistant  teachers  to  fill  vacancies. 
After  taking  out  enough   for  next  quarter's  sup- 
ies,  our  treasury  has  a  balance  of  $13.78,  which  is 
encouraging  for  a  five  months  old  Sunday  school. 
We  take  up  quarterly  missionary  collections,  and 
ided  to  use  these  donations  in  our  "  Volun- 
teer Mission  Fund"  for  our  home  work,  till  we  get 
ision  in  better  condition. 
lave    two  volunteer  missionary  sisters  who 
imencing  a  good  work  by  going  from  house 
e  (beginning  at  the  Hall  and  inquiring  as  to 
ffare    of    families,    especially    sphitually.     If 
there  are  children  they  inquire  if  they  attend  Sun- 
day  school.     These  sisters  also  leave   papers  and 
tracts,  and  do  such  other  work  as  is  needed. 

The  Volunteer  Mission  Fund  has  been  started  to 
aid  these  missionaries;  hence  the  work  of  our  Sun- 
day school  is  assisting  them. 
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Our  Wednesday  night  Bible  class  was  never  more 
interesting  and  instructive.  Every  attendant  able 
to  read  takes  part.  At  present  our  leader  outlines 
the  subjects  and,  with  numerous  references  ready, 
calls'  on  individuals  to  read.  We  thus  study  our 
subjects  from  carefully-prepared  outlines.  Try  it,  if 
not  already  conducting  a  similar  class.  You  will 
like  it.     You  can  learn  more  from  the  subject. 

We  have  preaching  services  every  other  Sunday 
morning,  which  have  been  well  attended  during  the 
warmest  weather.  The  Sunday  evening  prayer- 
meeting  is  no  less  cared  for.  Three  of  our  earnest 
sisters  who  have  been  out  of  the  city  for  over  three 
weeks  have  had  letters  with  Scripture  references 
read  in  prayer  meeting  by  some  of  the  sisters  pres- 
ent, at  each  meeting  since  their  absence.  These 
services  are  all  held  in  our  small  hall  (12x19)  on 
second  floor,  as  a  temporary  location,  till  we  can 
get  enough  funds  to  build  a  good,  plain  house  of 
worship,  which  we  are  striving  hard  to  obtain.  Last 
week  we  received  $17.09  for  this  purpose.  We  are 
greatly  encouraged  by  the  help  of  others,  and  we 
pray  God  to  stir  the  hearts  of  many  more  to 
more  diligence  along  this  line.  We  greatly  need  a 
house  of  worship  for  the  good  of  the  thirty-five 
members  living  in  this  section  of  the  city,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  wants  of  outsiders. 

Come  to  our  assistance,  dear  brother  and  sister, 
that  we  mav  accomplish  more  good  for  our  Master! 
We  need  help  at  once  as  we  want  to  build  as  soon 


siiin- 


Our 


far  greater  than  our  means.     All  donations  should 
be  sent  to  1031  W.  Baltimore  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

J.    S.    GlilSEK. 

Sept.  14.  ____^___ 

From  rlolllday,  Monroe  Co.,  Mo. 

Aug.  15  Bro.  P.  B.  Whitmer,  of  Kansas,  came  to 
the  Monroe  church,  and  staid  two  weeks.  He 
preached  each  evening  to  large  audiences  of  atten- 
tive listeners.  He  brought  torth  many  new  ideas 
to  the  people.  He  went  from  here  to  Shelby 
County,  Mo. 

We  had  our  Communion  while  Bro.  Whitmer  was 
here.  We  still  continue  our  prayer  meetings  every 
two  weeks.  Bro.  Whitmer  likes  this  part  of  Mis- 
souri so  well  that  he  thinks  he  will  locate  here  with 
his  family.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  not 
more  Brethren  had  found  this  part  of  the  country. 
We  have  a  fine  class  of  people  here  to  work  among. 
Any  one  wishing  to  know  mo  e  of  our  country  will 
address  J.  E.  Royer,  Holliday,  Mo. 

At  this  writing,  Sept.  15,  husband  just  returned 
from  Laddonia,  Mo.,  where  a  few  members  are  liv- 
ing. He  preached  three  sermons  in  the  Methodist 
church,  one  in  the  house  oi  our  aged  brother,  Joel 
Mumma,  as  he  was  too  feeble  to  go  out. 

Katie  B.  Royer. 

Fr»m  Washington,  D.  C. 

Yes,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  we  are  still  in 
Washington  City,  in  the  service  of  our  dear  Lord. 
There  are  onlv  a  few  of  us,  but  when  we  meet  to- 
gether to  worship  our  God,  he  romes  to  us  so  lov- 
ingly with  his  sweet  presence  that  all  our  loneliness 
and  discouragements  flee  away,  and  when  we  steal 
solitary  place  and  meet  him  there, 
xperience  of  the  soul  cannot  be  told. 
f  joy  that  comes  to  us  in  thus  meet- 
avior,  richly  compensates  us  for  the 
we  are  making  for  his  sake,  and  then 
to  see  the  willingness  of  the  few  members  that  are 
here  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  to  see,  as  we  stand  before  them,  their  rel- 
ish for  the  sweet  words  of  the  Loved  One  who  died 
,  brings  joy  to  my  soul.  So  you  see  our 
Drk  and  being  separated  from  the  many 
warm  hearts  we  once  associated  with,  has  not  de- 
prived us  of  sweet  fellowship  with  God.  but  is 
teaching  us  sweet  lessons  of  faith,  and  brings  us 
oftener  to  the  crystal  fountain. 

Occasionally  brethren  and  sisters  from  a  distance 
come  to  us  and  worship  with  us.  This  we  much  ap- 
preciate. Come,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  and 
show  us  how  to  shine  in  this  dark  city. 


away  to 
the  prec 
The  full, 
ing  our  c 
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Two  weeks  ago  we  had  with  us  the  cheerful 
presence  of  brother  and  sister  Click,  from  Weyers 
Cave,  Va.  Last  Sunday  sister  Alice  Trimmer  and 
friend.  Emma  Martin,  from  York  City,  were  with 
us,  and  occasionally  Bro.  G.  L.  McDonaugh,  of 
Philadelphia,  drops  in  to  see  us.  Many  others  vis- 
ited us  and  cheered  us  on  in  our  work.  Several 
boxes,  well  filled  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  came 
to  us  from  Cave  Station,  Va.,  and  the  dear  brethren 
of  the  Mission  Board,  through  their  Secretary, 
write  us  some  encouraging  letters. 

To  speak  of  our  trials,  temptations,  and  the 
many  things  intended  to  discourage,  would  be 
very  wrong,  and  to  complain  with  so  much  in  our 
favor,  and  to  grow  faint-hearted  at  the  sight  of  op- 
position, would  be  no  less  than  denying  our  Bless- 
ed Lord. 

Yes,  we  need  a  churchhouse  very  badly.  I  am 
glad  so  many  of  the  dear  members  feel  interested 
and  arc  determined  to  build  a  house  in  this  city. 
We  are  very  anxious  to  know  how  soon  we  will 
have  a  house  of  worship.  Much  depends  upon  a 
house  of  worship. 

I  noticed  in  a  late  missionary  report  but  twenty- 
five  cents  for  the  Washington  meetinghouse.  It 
seemed  to  some  as  though  the  building  of  a  church 
would  be  abandoned,  but  I  feel  sure  such  an  impor- 
tant and  profitable  work  of  the  Lord  will  not  be 
relinquished.  You  can  greatly  revive  this  work, 
dear  brethren  and  sisters,  by  encouraging  the  Mis- 
sion Board  before  or  at  their  next  meeting  (Sept. 
28).  May  it  please  our  God  and  Savior  to  bless  the 
dear  Brotherhood  with  the  spirit  of  love  and  labor, 
that  many  souls  in  and  out  of  cities  may  rejoice 
with  us  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus!  Yet  a  little 
while  and  he  that  shall  come,  will  come  and  will 
not  tarry.  Then  both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that 
reapeth  shall  rejoice  together. 

Albert  Hollinger. 

Sept.  9. 


office,  but  there  are  thousands  that  would  have  to  ga 
from  three  to  five  miles  to  that  office,  so  that,  unless 
you  address  your  letters  to  Station  A,  B,  or  C,  or 
give  the  street  and  number,  your  letter  very  likely 
is  not  received.  To  look  over  a  directory  for  100- 
000  names  and  residences  is  an  immense  task.  All. 
mail  addressed  Los  Angeles  goes  to  the  main  office, 
or  if  to  any  station, — A,  B,  or  C,— it  goes  there. 
Then,  unless  the  carrier  knows  the  party,  the  mail 
is  expected  to  be  called  for,  but  when  street  and 
number  are  given  it  is  delivered.  P.  S.  Myers.. 
East  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  loor  Main  St. 


The  following  are  the  railroad  arrangements  for 
the  District  Meeting  of  Northeastern  Ohio,  to  con- 
vene Oct.  1,  in  the  Sandy  church,  near  Homeworth, 
Ohio,  on  the  C.  &  P.  R.  R.:  The  Pennsylvania 
lines  will  sell  tickets  to  Homeworth,  Ohio,  from 
the  following  points:  Man-field,  Loudonville,  W00S- 
ter,  Smithville,  Orrville,  Massillon,  Canton,  Louis- 
ville, Alliance,  New  Philadelphia,  Ravenna,  and 
Columbiana,  good  going  Sept.  30  and  Oct.  1;  return- 
ing until  Oct.  3.  The  C.  A.  &  C.  R.  R.  will  sell 
tickets  from  Danville  to  Orrville,  on  Sept.  30,  for 
the  meeting.  The  Cleveland.  Canton  &  South- 
ern R.  R.  will  sell  tickets  on  Sept.  30  and  Oct. 
1,  from  Mogodore,  Hartville,  and  Middlebranch  to 
Canton,  from  the  South;  also  on  the  same  road 
from  Zmesville  and  Baltic  to  Canton.  Please  take 
notice  that  on  the  last  two  roads  named,  you  buy 
tickets  only  on  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  then  you 
buy  ticket  again  for  Homeworth;  one  fare  from  the 
local  points  named,  to  Homeworth. 

Samuel  Sfrankel, 
Massillon,  Ohio,  Sept.  19. 


From  the  Blue  River  Church,  Ind. 

Our  third  quarterly  council  for  1896  occurred'. 
Sept.  5.  The  church  was  well  represented.  There 
was  much  business  before  the  meeting.  All  was. 
disposed  of,  except  one  case  which  was  deferred 
till  the  next  council.  Brethren  Leonard  Hyer  and: 
Loren  Humbarger  were  elected  as  delegates  to 
District  Meeting.  We  agreed  to  hold  a  love  feast 
Oct.  24,  at  3  P.  M. 

Next  day.  Sunday,  we  held  our  harvest  meeting.. 
We  had  a  large  attendance  and  a  good  meeting. 
Bro.  Leonard  Hyer,  our  elder,  did  the  preaching. 
Bro.  Henry  Wysong  happened  to  drop  in  and  assist- 
ed us  much  in  singing.  We  held  a  collection  for' 
the  Baltimore  churchhouse,  and  raised  S6  00. 

Levi  Zumbkun,. 

Sept.  S. 

From  the  Ramona  Church,  Kans. 

Our  recent  love  feast  was  indeed  a  season  of 
spiritual  blessing.  On  Saturday,  Sept.  5,  beginning 
at  3  o'clock,  Bro.  Jacob  Witmore.  of  McPherson, 
preached  a  good  sermon  on  "  The  Power  of  Unity  " 
after  which  the  church  proceeded  to  cast  lots  for  a 
minister,  resulting  in  the  choice  of  Bro.  O.  O.  But- 
ton, who  was  duly  installed.  Eld.  Jacob  Trostle 
officiated  in  this  service. 

The  number  of  communicants  was  small,  as  the 
time  of  our  feast  was  not  widely  known.  A  num- 
ber of  the  ministering  brethren  were  present  and, 
assisted  in  the  work. 

Many  of  our  friends  of  different  faith  came  out 
to  observe  the  practice  of  the  Brethren  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  several  ordinances.  From  the 
deep  interest  and  respect  manifested  by  them,  we 
conclude  they  were  favorably  impressed.  On  Sun- 
day following  Bro.  Witmore  preached  two  excellent 
sermons  from  the  texts,  Rom.  8;  16  and  Matt.  6:  33, 
respectively.  Each  meeting  was  well  attended 
with  anxious  listeners. 

The  Lord  willing,  Bro.  Witmore  will  return  and 
give  us  a  series  of  meetings  in  November. 

Ellis  Strickler.. 


Notice  to  the  Brotherhood. 

We,  the  Brethren  of  the  Mohawk  Valley  church, 
assembled  in  council  April  25,  gave  letters  of  mem- 
bership to  C.  G.  Stahl  and  A.  C.  Williams.  Their 
conduct  was  such  before  they  left  here,  that,  we  in 
church  council,  July  25,  decided  to  recall  those  let- 
ters of  membership  through  the  Messenger. 

By  order  of  the  church, 

Maria  L.  Workman,  Clerk. 

Aug.  29.  _____^_ 

Notice  to  Correspondents. 

I  frequently  get  a  card  from  our  general  post- 
master, here  in  the  city,  saying,  "  Instruct  your  cor- 
respondents to  address  street  and  number."  I 
would  like  to  say  to  all  who  write  to  me  or  any  one 
else  in  this  city,  to  ascertain  street  or  number,  if 
possible.  This  city  embraces  thirty-six  or  forty 
iquare  miles  of  territory,  and  there  is  but  one  gen- 
^  eral  post-office.     Hundreds  get  their  (nail  at  the  main 


From  the  Hutchinson  Mission. 

In  answer  to  some  inquiries  regarding  our  city 
mission,  its  location,  distance  from  the  membership 
in  the  country,  our  city  and  its  advantages,  I  sub- 
mit the  following: 

1.  We  are  anxiously  awaiting  correspondence 
with  all  who  have  the  cause  of  missions  at  heart. 
Our  great  need  is  more  laborers  in  this  city.  Our 
mission  is  not  quite  one  year  old,  yet  we  have  a 
membership  of  twenty-two.  Lately  the  Brethren 
have  purchased  a  good  meetinghouse  in  a  good  lo- 
cation, where  services  are  held  each  Lord's  Day, 
morning  and  evening,  and  Sunday  school  at  10  A. 
M.  Our  work  is  gradually  growing  in  interest,  ye' 
it  must  have  time  to  develop.  Our  mission  school 
is  quite  encouraging. 

2.  As  to  distance  to  church  membership  outside 
the  city,  we  note  that  ten  miles  south  of  the  city 
the  Booth  church  is  located  (Pleasant  View),  con- 
sisting of  about  ninety  members.  At  that  pom'' 
also,  is  the  Old  People's  Home.  Some  twelve 
miles  west  of  the  city  is  the  Salem  church,  with  a 
membership  of  about  sixty.  From  two  or  three 
hours  to  one-half  day's  drive  ten  churches  can 
reached. 

Hutchinson  is  centrally  located  to  the  many 
brethren  and  sisters  in  this  section  of  Kanj^ 
During  the  four  years  we  have  lived  here  «e  plte^ 


September  26,  t??6. 


THE  GOSPEL  i^ESSE3STC3-^]I^. 


6*1 


thought,  What  a  pity  not  to  have  a  mission  in  this 
city!  Wc  little  thought  we  should  ever  have  the 
pleasure  of  helping  in  placing  one  here.  I  feel 
that  many  brethren  and  sisters  are  also  glad,  judg- 
ing from  their  interest  and  assistance  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  churchhouse. 

3,  In  speaking  of  our  city  and  its  advantages,  I 
do  not  wish  to  advertise  through  the  columns  of 
the  Gospel  Messenger.  We  are  solely  interested 
in  mission  work.  What  we  most  need  here  is  work- 
ers,— not  speculators.  May  the  Lord  send  a  good- 
ly number  of  those!  This  much  we  can  say:  We 
have  a  beautiful  city,  with  exceptional  western  ad- 
vantages for  those  who  wish  to  retire  from  farm  life 
and  give  more  of  their  life  to  Christ. 

Right  here  I  remark,  We  need  special  education, 
some  deep  thinking,  and  some  writing  along  this 
line,  so  this  part  of  the  work  may  not  fall  behind  in 
God's  great  mission,  City  work  is  going  to  grow 
with  other  missions  if  the  weeds  are  kept  down.  If 
God  is  in  it  we  cannot  stop  it,— that  it  is  on  the  in- 
crease none  in  line  of  its  movement  will  doubt. 
The  point  is  to  start  right,  therefore  we  are  not  to 
be  understood  as  inviting  the  poorer  class  to  cities, 
with  the  hope  of  bettering  their  condition  or  help- 
ing the  church,  neither  persons  of  large  families 
without  the  necessary  resources.  We  do,  however, 
need  the  help  of  suitable  brethren  and  sisters,— 
those  who  can  and  will  be  of  great  advantage  in 
building  up  the  cause  in  cities  We  are  glad  to  no- 
tice the  inclination  in  this  direction.  No  one 
doubts  God's  desire  to  have  the  pure  Gospel 
preached  in  the  city.  He  has  commanded  us  to 
pray  for  laborers,  without  designating  in  which 
country  or  town  they  should  labor. 

Our  prayers  are  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  who 
nding.  My  brother  and  sister,  he 
ay  have  some  soul  in  the 
■e  for.  Why  locate  where 
i/ho  are  idle,  wh 
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may  call  you!  God  r 
cities  that  you  are  to  c; 
there  are  already  those 
be  of  great  advantage  t 
Many   young   membi 


others? 
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:rs    are   just   waiting  'fd&  if 
chance  to  assist  in  some  good  work.     Others  are  al- 
£     ready  at  the  work  who  are  longing  for  such  help. 
£7  Don't  be  discouraged!     The  time  will  come  when 
you  can  help.     The  way  will  appear  as  God   pro- 
vides. 

Those  wishing  further  information  about  our 
work  can  obtain  such  by  addressing  the  under- 
signed with  stamp.  May  the  Lord  bless  the  work 
with  both  means  and  faithful  workers! 

J.  P.  Harshbarger. 
Hutchinson,  Kans, 


From  North  Solomon  Church,  Kans. 

Several  days  prior  to  our  love  feast,  Aug.  29, 
Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Pennsylvania,  held  forth  the 
truth  in  simplicity.  On  the  day  of  the  feast  breth- 
ren Jarboe,  Daggett  and  Eshelman  arrived  and  as- 
sisted, so  that  our  souls  and  spirits  were  greatly  re- 
vived and  refreshed  in  the  Lord.  Two  were  bap- 
tized. 

Aug.  31  Bro.  Mohler  began  preaching  in  the  town 
of  Portis,  and  Sept.  2  Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelman 
opened  a  Bible  Normal  on  "The  Life  of  Christ," 
holding  sessions  from  6:  30  to  8  P.  M.,  after  which 
Bro.  Mohler  declared  the  Word  of  God  with  great 
clearness  and  power,  Bro.  Mohler  left  Sept.  5  for 
other  fields.  At  this  writing  the  interest  is  grow- 
ing in  Bible  study,  and  the  good  work  of  preaching 
is  being  continued  by  Bro.  Eshelman.  Both  saints 
and  sinners  are  becoming  interested  in  the  truth  as 
preached  and  taught.     More  good  news  later. 

I.  S.  Lerew, 

Portis,  Kans, 


"One  of  the  blessed  things  about  the  world  to 
come  is  that  we  shall  know  one  another  more  thor- 
oughly and  truly  there  than  here.  How  much  is 
involved  in  this  fact,  may  be  clearly  seen  if  we  only 
ear  in  mind  that  a  great  majority  of  the  aliena- 
t'ons,  strifes  and  discords  in  our  family  and  social 
hfe  grow  originally  out  of  misunderstandings  on 
°ne  side  or  the  other.  It  will  be  a  happy  day  when 
these  misunderstandings  shall  have  vanished  for- 
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a  thirsty  soul,  so  Is  good  news  from  a  far  country." 

Ephrata,  Pa.— Our  church  held  a  council-meet- 
ing on  Saturday,  Sept.  12.  Many  things  were 
brought  before  the  council,  but  all  was  adjusted  in 
a  good  spirit.  A  choice  was  held  for  a  minister. 
The  lot  fell  on  a  good  worker,— Henry  D.  Roycr. 
May  God  bless  him!—/.  R.  Roycr,  Sept.  1$. 

Roseland,  Nebr.— The  members  of  the  Silver 
Lake  church,  Nebr.,  held  their  quarterly  council 
Sept.  5.  The  business  that  came  before  the  church 
was  disposed  of  in  a  pleasant  way.  We  decided  to 
have  a  series  of  meetings,  commencing  Oct  I,  and 
to  hold  a  Communion  Oct.  10,  at  2  P.  HI.— Thomas 
F.  Evans,  Sept  6. 

Monticello  Church,  Ind.— The  Ministerial  Meet- 
ing will  be  held  in  the  Monticello  church,  Indiana, 
Oct.  7,  1896,  meeting  to  be  opened  promrtly  at  9 
A.  M.  All  attending  the  meeting  will  be  met  with 
conveyances  a'  all  trains.  The  Monticello  church 
will  hold  her  Communion  meeting  the  evening  be- 
fore, Oct.  6.  at  4  P.  M—  /  A.  Weaver,  Sept.  17. 

Mayville,  N.  Dak.— The  members  of  the  Red 
River  Valley  congregation  held  their  quarterly 
council  Sept.  5.  The  business  that  came  before 
the  meeting  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian  like 
manner.  We  decided  to  have  services  every  Sun- 
day. We  also  decided  to  continue  our  Sunday 
school  another  quarter. — Maria  L.  Swihart,  Sept,  14. 

Bills,  Pa. — According  to  previous  arrangements, 
we  met  with  the  saints  at  their  love  feast  on  the  even- 
ing of  Aug.  29.  in  Eld.  Isaac  Abernathy's  congrega- 
tion, and  continue  1  meetings  until  the  evening  of 
Sept.  7.  During  these  meetings  the  interest  and 
attention  were  excellent.  One  was  baptized  and 
we  had  three  applicants.  Bro.  Abernathy  has  a 
well-disciplined  body  of  members.  We  were  made 
trj  think  how  pleasant  it  is  when  peace  and  union 
prevail  among  God's  people,  and  to  be  under  such 
a  consecrated  eldership.  My  visit  among  the 
members  will  be  a  green  spot  in  my  memory. 
Silas  Hoover,  Sept.  12. 

Mansfield,  111.  —  I  sent  a  notice  last  week  of 
the  District  Meeting  of  Southern  Illinois.  The 
District  Meeting  will  convene  Oct  14,  at  9  A.  M., 
in  the  Blue  Ridge  church.  The  Ministerial  Meeting 
will  be  held  on  the  15th  and  16th  All  wishing  to 
come  will  note  the  arrival  of  the  trains:  Wabash  R. 
R.  from  the  south  and  southwest,  8:  20  A.  M.,  12: 
52  A.  M.,  and  6:  35  P.  M  ;  from  the  north  at  8:  20 
A.  M„  2:  45  P.  M.,  and  6:  35  P.  M.  Big  Four  R.  R., 
from  the  east,  3:  32  A.  M.,  11:  52  A.  M.,  5:  20  P. 
M.;  from  the  west,  10:  18  A.  M.,  2:  10  P.  M  ,  10:  35 
P.  M.  We  hope  all  the  churches  will  be  represent- 
ed.—John  Barnhnrt,  Sept.  Jj. 

Salem  Church,  Ohio. — Our  annual  visit  was  paid 
to  the  members  of  our  church  this  week,  and  a  re- 
port made  at  our  council  on  Thursday,  Sept.  10. 
The  members  reported  a  willingness  to  labor  on  in 
the  good  cause.  Several  members  were  received 
by  letter,  and  several  letters  issued.  Since  our 
last  report  two  more  were  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  The  church  has  decided  to  hold  a 
Communion  Oct.  15,  to  commence  at  10  A.  M. 
The  church  has  also  decided  to  continue  Sunday 
school  through  the  winter,  which  heretofore  has 
only  been  in  session  through  the  summer- Jesse  K. 
:,  Unirn,  Ohio,  Sept.  11. 


Famhamville,  Iowa. — We  met  with  the  Farn- 
hamville  church,  Aug.  23,  and  commenced  meet- 
ings. We  gave  them  eighteen  meetings  and  one 
children's  meeting.  Those  services  seemed  to  be 
enjoyed  by  all.  There  is  a  membership  of  twenty- 
five  and  all  seem  to  be  willing  to  labor  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  cause.  This  church  has  had  its 
dark  days,  but  the  light  begins  to  dawn  again. 
Bro.  ].  E.  Eikenberry  is  the  only  minister  there. 
Ministers  of  the  adjoining  churches  should  remem- 
ber them  and  give  them  their  help.  You  will  find 
a  welcome,  both  by  members  and  those  not  mem- 
bers,— Harvey  Eikenberry,  Greene,  Iowa,  Sept.  14. 


Union  Center  Congregation,  Ind— We  met  in 
quarterly  council  Sept.  12.  Quite  a  lame  number 
of  members  were  present  Our  annual  visit  was 
reported.  Several  matters  were  presented,  and 
carefully  looked  after,  but  all  passed  off  satisfactor- 
ily. After  that  the  preparations  for  our  Ministerial 
and  District  Meetings  were  looked  after.  The 
meetings  will  take  place  Sept.  30  and  Oct.  1.  All 
seemed  interested. — Alex.  Miller. 

Rome  Church,  Ohio.— Our  quarterly  council- 
meeting  occurred  Sept.  10.  Eld.  J.  R.  Spacht  pre- 
sided. The  business  before  the  meeting  was  pleas- 
antly disposed  of.  Our  love  feast  was  appointed 
for  Nov.  7,  at  10  A.  M.  We  expect  to  h*e  a  series 
of  meetings  previous  to  the  feast.  At  the  close  of 
the  meeting  we  repaired  to  the  waterside  where 
prayer  was  wont  to  be  made,  and  one  dear  soul  was 
initiated  by  the  sacred  rite  of  baptism  into  the  fold 
of  God.  Onr  prayer  is  that  many  more  will  follow, 
and  make  sure  their  title  to  the  heavenly  home.— 
Maggie  A.  Dick,  Sept.  is. 

Swan  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  of 
this  congregation  met  in  quarterly  council  Sept.  5. 
All  business  was  disposed  of  in  love.  Bro.  Jere- 
miah Gump  acted  as  Moderator.  This  congrega- 
tion was  divided  into  two  parts.  The  part  in  Ohio 
retains  the  old  name;  the  church  in  Michigan  takes 
the  name  of  "  Fair  View  Congregation."  Bro.  B.  F. 
Sholty  was  also  with  us,  but,  on  account  of  poor 
health,  could  do  no  ministerial  work,  so  Bro.  Gump 
did  the  preaching,  delivering  three  soul-refreshing 
sermons  to  very  attentive  congregations. — Stephen 
Berkeybilc,  Delia,  Ohio,  Sept.  14. 

Whiteaville  Church,  Mo.— This  little  church  had 
arranged  to  have  a  series  of  meetings,  which  com- 
menced Aug.  22,  and  continued  until  the  evening 
of  Sept.  6.  On  the  evening  of  the  5th  we  met  to 
commemorate  the  death  and  suffering  of  our  Lord 
and  Savior.  We  had  a  good  meeting.  Bro.  Jesse 
Shamberger  conducted  the  meetings,  He  did  not 
fail  to  declare  the  Truth.  We  think  there  were 
many  good  impressions  made.  We  had  good 
weather  and  very  good  attendance  most  of  the 
time.  Twenty-eight  brethren  and  sisters  sur- 
rounded the  table,  several  from  a  distance.  Minis- 
ters present  were  brethren  Jesse  Shamberger,   W. 

H.  Clark,  David  Hilderbrand,   Parch,   and 

Geo.   S.   Wine.     Bro.   Wine   officiated.—  Mollie    L. 
Taylor,  Sept.  /;. 

Farnhamville  Church,  Iowa. —  Bro.  Harvey  Eik- 
enberry, of  Greene,  Iowa,  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  Aug.  22  and  continued  until  Sept.  6, 
preaching,  in  all,  eighteen  sermons  which  were  very 
plain  and  instructive.  The  members  seem  encour- 
aged to  press  onward.  Many  were  made  to  see 
their  true  condition.  There  seemed  to  be  more 
than  an  ordinary  interest  manifested  by  all  who  at- 
tended. Our  little  church  has  had  her  dark  days, 
but  uow  seems  to  be  reviving  again.  We  held  our 
quarterly  council  Sept.  5.  All  business  passed  off 
in  love.  Bro.  Eikenberry  acted  as  Moderator. 
We  had  an  interesting  children's  meeting  at  the 
close  of  our  meetings.  Our  Sunday  school  is  mov- 
ing along  nicely  this  summer.  Wc  have  good  at- 
tendance and  interest.— Martha  J.  Eikenberry,  Sept. 
8. 

Sangersville,  Va.  — Sept.  4  was  the  day  for  our 
regular  quarterly  council,  which  was  well  repre- 
sented. Much  business  was  considered,  and  passed 
the  meeting  with  general  satisfaction.  One  sister 
was  received  by  baptism.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  our  Communion  meeting.  This  we  en- 
joyed last  night  with  more  than  the  usual  interest. 
All  could  not  be  accommodated,  for  want  of  room. 
About  two  hundred  and  eighty  brethren  and  sisters 
communed.  Many  more  were  present  that  had  not 
room  at  the  tables.  This  morning  we  met  before 
the  usual  hour  for  preaching,  to  listen  to  a  Sunday 
school  address  by  Bro.  W.  B.  Yount,  which  was 
listened  to  with  interest,  after  which  the  brethren 
gain  gave  us  much  spiritual  food.  May  God  give 
us  grace  to  grow  stronger  as  time  rolls  on! — A.  A. 
Miller,  Sept.  13. 
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Chippewa  Valley  Church,  Wis 
Sept.  5  the  members  assembled 
church  council,  to  hear  the  report  of 
the  annual  visit,  and  arrange  for  the 
fall  love  feast.  Our  love  feast  will 
be  Oct.  3.— E.  E.  Joyce,  Duravd,  Wis., 
Sept.  10. 

Mexico  Church,  Ind.  —  The  mem- 
bers of  this  church  met  in  quarterly 
council  Sept.  3.  We  had  a  very  pleas- 
ant meeting.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  in  a  Christian  like  manner. 
Two  deacons  were  elected.  The  lot 
fell  on  Isaiah  Miller  and  Bert  Witter. 
Elders  David  Neff  and  David  Wolf 
were  with  us.  We  decided  to  have 
our  love  least  Oct.  14,  at  2  P.  U..—S. 
T.  Fisher,  Sept.  11. 

Maumee  Valley  Church,  Ind.— The 
members  of  the  Little  St.  Joe  church 
met  in  the  Maumee  Valley  church 
Sept.  12,  at  our  yearly  council.  All 
seemed  to  be  in  good  spirits.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  Oct.  8, 
commencing  at  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Bro.  James  Barton  was  re- 
leased from  the  oversight  of  this 
church  on  account  of  the  distance  and 
his  advanced  age.— Bertha  Williams, 
Harlan,  Ind. 

Beaver  Dam,  Ind.— Sept.  12  we  held 
our  quarterly  council.  The  business 
was  all  adjusted  in  a  very  satisfacto 
ry  way.  Klders  present  were  Samuel 
Leckrone,  Joseph  Brower,  Isaac  Mil- 
ler and  Aaron  Swihart;  also  Bro. 
Kmanuel  Leckrone,  a  minister.  We 
appointed  our  Cor 
21,  at  10  A.  M.  On 
cccjing  our  council 
and  Leckrone  gave  1 
ing  discpurse.-/,  li 
[>>l,  Ind. 

Golden  Spring  Church,  Nebr.  — Wf 
met  in  regular  quarterly  council  Sept 
12.  Our  elder,  Bro.  G.  W.  Stan* 
baugh,  officiated.     Considerable   bus 


ion 

for 

Oct 

Sur 

day 

sue 

hre 

1  Br 

owei 

ery 

inte 

rest- 

rren 

Sevasto- 

don 


The 


gladl> 


hous 


Covina,  Cal.— The  me 
avina  church  met  in 
Aug.  30.  The  m< 
ing  was  well  attended,  at 
est  manifested  in  the 
cussed.  These  meetings 
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biects  dis- 
e  very  help- 
s  workers  in  the  Lord's 
;11  as  the  Sunday  school 
eetings.  We  also  decided 
e  feast  Oct.  17.  Examina- 
held  at   4   P.   M  ,  at 


Covina,  Cal.-/.  F.  Haute,  Sept.  S. 
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PRATHEX— PROUTV.  —  At  the  home  of 
the  bride's  parents.  Aug.  13,  1S96,  by  the  under 
signed,  J.  H.  Prather  and  Mary  Prouly,  bnth 
of  Coldwater,  Maricopa  Co.,  Ariz. 

C.  E.  GlLLRTT. 

JENKINS-liRALLIER.-At  the  home  of 
the  bride,  near  Ebensburg,  Cambria  Co.,  Pa  , 
Sept.  I,  1806,  by  the  undersigned,  Benjamin  M. 
Jenkins  and  Lizzie  M.  Brallier. 

D.  S.  BaALt.HR. 


MOYER.  —  In  the  bounds  of  the  Chippewa 
Valley  church,  Wis.,  Aug.  29.  1806,  of  paraly- 
sis, Car],  son  of  friend  Samuel  Moyer,  aged  10 
years  and  23  days.  Funeral  services  conduct- 
d  by  Eld.  H.  C.  Baker.  Katie  Joyce. 

f  ANCLE.-In  the  Welshrun  church,  Mercers- 
burg,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa  ,  Aug.  20,  1806,  Bro.  Ja- 
b  Z.  Angle,  aged  73  years,  7  months  and  27 
.VS.     A  wife  survives  him.     The  funeral  was 
eached  in  the  Lutheran  church  in  Mercers- 
burg  by  Bro.  John  Lehner.  EuAl)  ZuCK. 

REACHARD.— At  his  home  in  Roann,  Ind  , 
Sept  3,  1806,  of  typhoid  fever,  friend  Abraham 
Reachard,  aged  46  years,  10  months  and  27 
days.  Friend  Reachard  did  not  belong  to  any 
ch,  but  his  seat  at  Sunday  school  and 
church  was  seldom  vacant.  His  conduct 
through  life  was  harmless  and  his  moral  prin- 
s  were  worthy  of  imitation  by  many  pro- 
fessing Christians.    He  leaves  a  dear  compan- 
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BOWERS. —  At  Taneytown.  Carroll  Co., 
Md.  (a  new  mission  point  of  the  Bilhel  church), 
Aug.  11,  l8y6,  David  H.  Bowers,  aged  61  years, 
5  months  and  10  days.  D. -ceased  was  a  suffer- 
er for  over  four  years,  but  bore  his  suffering 
with  full  hope  of  eternal  life.  Kidney  com- 
plaint was  his  disease.  He  was  the  rather  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  three  preceded  bim. 
He  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in  1895. 
Funeral  sermon  by  Bro.  Solomon  Sinner,  as- 
sisted by  Mr.Wirl.oftheLutheraichur  h,  (rim 
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nearly  all  present.  A  few 
wandered  from  the  fold,  we 
reclaimed.  Bro.  Caleb  Light  was  for- 
warded to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry,  and  duly  installed  by  the 
elder.  We  decided  to  represent  at 
the  District  Meetinp  by  letter.— Jos.  C. 
Hinder, Decatur,  Nebr.,  Sept.  14. 

Maple  Valley  Church,  Iowa.— The 
members  of  this  church  held  theit 
quarterly  council  Sept.  3  Quite  an 
amount  of  business  was  transacted, 
but  all  passed  off  pleasantly.  We  de- 
cided to  be  represented  at  District 
Meeting  by  letter,  and  will  also  have 
our  love  feast  Oct.  10,  at  3  P.  M. 
Ministers  of  surrounding  churches 
are  especially  invited  to  be  with  us. 
We  expect  to  hold  a  week's  meetings 
after  the  feast,  to  be  conducted  by 
Bro.  Jesse  Rolsten.  —  F.  S.  Stieneke, 
Aure'.ia,  Io-aja,  Sept.  14. 

Fairview  Church,  Md.  —  We  held 
our  love  feast  Aug.  29,  which  was  one 
of  the  largest  we  ever  had  at  this 
place.  The  ministerial  help  was  all 
that  could  be  desired.  Eld.  Silas 
Hoover,  from  Bills,  Pa.,  officiated 
Bro.  Hoover  staid  and  continued  the 
meetings  until  Sept.  7.  The 
was  preached  with  power.  The  con- 
grejations  increased  in  number,  and 
a  deep  interest  prevailed  until  the 
close.  One  was  received  into  the 
fold,  while  other  applicants  await  bap 
tism.— /.  W.  Abernathy,  Sept.  g. 


KAGEY 

Rockingham  Co.,  Va.,  Sept.  3,  1896,  sister  Ma- 
ry Kagey,  aged  79  years,  e  months  and  21  days. 
Burial  service  at  the  Brethren  church  near 
Bridgewater.  Sept.  5,  conducted  by  brethren 
W.  II.  Youul  and  P.  S.  Thomas.  D.-ceased 
was  born  in  Shenandoah  County,  where  she 
was  married  to  David  Kagey  in  1834.  They 
resided  there  until  1S54.  when  they  removed  to 
Rockingham  County.  Sister  Kagey  was  a 
widow  since  1S64,  and  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  church  for  about  fifty  years.  Ten  chil- 
•en  survive  ber.  J.  W.  Wayland,  Jr. 

BEKKEY— In  the  Shade  Creek 
in.  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  14, 
mma  (Uerkebile)  Berkey,  aged  27  years,  10 
onlhs  and  9  days.  She  united  wilh  the 
lurch  at  the  age  of  fouruen.  and  was  a  zeal- 
is  member  till  death.     She  was  a  kind  wife,  a 


oneioea 


1  all.    She 


survived  by  her  sorrowing  husband,  three  chil- 
dren and  many  relatives. 

Mrs.  Henry  L.  Seese, 

KOONTZ.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Sandy  cc 

gregation,  Columbiana  Co  ,  Ohio,  Sept.  6,  181 


"uneral  services  by  Mr.  Hanna  of  the  Presby- 
erian  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  as- 
.isted  by  the  undersigned.  Eli  Sxboup, 

SHIVELY.  —  In  the  Sandy  church,  Ohio, 

Sept.  10,  1896,  Mabel  Chloe,  daughter  of  friend 

Leander  and  sister  Lydia  Ellen  Shively,  aged 

irs  and  3  months.    Funeral  servict 
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Funeral  dis- 
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mi  Ps.  73:24.  Joseph  John. 
-Near  the  Valley  church,  Bo- 
,  Sept.  10,  1896,  sister  Flora, 
of  Bro.  B.  F.  and  sister  Anna 
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KENDIG.— At  Fishersville,  Va.,  July  6, 1806, 
of  heart  trouble,  A.  H.  Kendig,  aged  78  years 
nd  28  days.  His  body  was  laid  away  in  the 
rlt.  Vernon  (Brethren)  churchyard  near  his 
home.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  his 
parents  having  moved  to  Virgibia  when  he  was 
a  youth,  his  long  and  useful  life  was 
t  in  Augusta  County.  When  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  he  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza- 
beth Wenger.  To  them  God  gave  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom— Mrs.  Dr.  R.  S.  Switzer,  of 

isonburg,  Va,,  and  c 
dig,  widely  known  as  an 
ster  among  us,— su 
1  member  of  the  D 
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attended  the  Brethren's 
berally   to  their  support. 
lis  pastor,  Eld.  J.  D.  Ha- 
H.  C.  Eakly, 


WO0L1S.  —  Near  Benedict,  Wilson  Co, 
ans  ,  Matilda  Woolis,  aged  64  years,  2  month: 
and  28  days.  Deceased  was  born  in  Carbon 
Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  22,  1832.  Her  first  marriage  was 
to  Barnet  Frantz.  To  their  union  were  born 
seven  children,  two  of  whom  preceded  her  to 
the  spirit  world.  Five  remain  to  mourn  their 
loss.  She  was  united  in  marriage  a  second 
time  to  John  Woolis.  Funeral  services  by  the 
Brethren  at  Independence,  Kans. 

Jai  OB  Betts. 
COIL, — In  Stark  County,  Ind.,  Aug  22,  1S96, 
Bro,  Francis  Coil,  aged  79  years,  11  mon 
and  7  days.  He  united  with  the  Breth 
church  in  his  seventy-fifth  year  and  reman 
faithful  till  death.  Funeral  services  at 
Organ  church  by  the  writer. 


iHu 


BOCK— In  the  West  Dayton  church,  Ohio, 
July  12,  1896,  sister  J.  Olive  Bock,  aged  24 
,  8  months  and  17  days  She  died  in  tht 
church  in  whose  pulpit  her  uncle,  S,  W 
er,  passed  away.  She  had  gone  to  the 
children's  prayer  meeting,  and  took  a  hemor 
hage  just  as  she  was  entering.  All  were 
kneeling  in  prayer,  but  at  her  call  for  help  all 

ister  O.  P.  Hoover  helped  her  int 
house,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Olive  passed  ; 
1  her  arms,  surrounded  by  her  Sunday  school 
lass  and  friends.  Olive  was  a  noble  Chris- 
lan,  and  held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large  circle 
of  friends.  Services  by  Eld.  Lewis  W.  Teeter 
assisted  by  Bro.  W.  C.  Teeter. 

O.  Perry  Hoover. 

YIENGST.— In  the  Kingman  church,  King- 
man Co.,  Kans.,  Aug.  20,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever 
sister  Grace  Yiengst,  aged  26  years  and  ic 
days.  She  united  with  the  church  in  hei 
youth  and  lived  faithfully  and  consistently  un- 
til  the  end.  She  leaves  a  sorrowing  husband 
and  four  children.  Her  death  was  sudden  and 
unexpected.  Services  by  Bro,  S.  M.  Brown 
Annie  Kline. 

FISHER.— At  Mexico,  Ind,.,  Sept.  5,  1896, 
Josephine  Fisher  {nee  Miller),  wife  of  Eld.  Ja- 
cob Fisher,  aged  3S  years  11  months  and  3 
She  leaves  a  kind  husband  and  one 
daughter.  She  was  a  great  sufferer  for  about 
eight  years.  Funeral  services  by  brethren  D. 
P.  Shively  and  Frank  Fisher. 

J.  M.  Replogle. 

EVERS— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Va., 
Aug.  18,  1896,  infant  daughter  of  Bro.  Samuel 
and  Mary  Evers,  aged  10  months  and  15  days. 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Jacob  Thomas. 

M.  B.  Miller. 

MILLER.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Va.,  Aug.  22,  1896,  Bro.  John  Miller,  aged 
66  years,  9  months  and  13  days.  Funeral  ser- 
vices by  Eld.  H.  G.  Miller,  assisted  by  W.  F. 
Gruver  of  the  U.  B,  church.     M.  B.  Miller. 


GLICK.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church,  Va 
Aug.  25,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth   S.  Glick'  [B« 
fe  of  Bro.  Abraham  Glick,  ag«d  J 
years,  10  months  and    11   days.     Sister  Glick 
k  at  the  Union  SpringSl-ab0U1 
les  from  her  home.     She  stood  the  triD 
—nly  lived  a  few  days  ah 


ell,  but 


rretu 


The 


Ik- 


ed le. 


was  a 
in  the 


:  of  her  death 
:s  six  childn 
May  he,  by  the  help 
aunsels  that  the  sister 
:  up  his  children  to  be 
in  the  church  of  Christ! 
elders,  Jacob  Thomas 
M.  B.  Miller, 
FILBRUN.— In  Montgomery  County,  Ohio 
June  10,  1896,  of  paralysis,  John  Fitbrun,  aged' 
70  years,  4  months  and  21  days.  Deceased 
as  born  in  Rockingham  County,  Va.,  near  the 
wn  of  Dayton,  Jan,  19,  1826.  He  was  the 
st  surviving  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabetn  Fil- 
un.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia 
eck,  Oct.  23,  1845.  Their  union  was  blessed 
ith  nine  children,  of  whom  three  sons  and 
co  daughters  survive.  His  second  marriage 
as  to  Mary  J.  Garst,  Nov.  6,  1881.  He  united 
ith  the  Brethren  church  at  the  age  of  nine- 
en.  Funeral  services  from  2  Tim.  41,7,  last 
ause.  Aaron  Frantz, 

DETWEILER.— At  Hatfield,  Montgomery 
Co.,  Pa  ,  Sept  2,  1896,  Bro.  Jacob  M.  Detweiler 
aged  63  years,  10  months  and  3  days.  De- 
ceased was  a  respected  citizen  and  a  deacon  in 
the  Hatfield  church.  Funeral  services  by  the 
Brethren.  Jas.  Y.  Heckler. 

CLARK  —In  the  bounds  of  the  Irvin  Creek 
church,  Dunn  Co,  Wis.,  Aug.  30,  1896,  of  in- 
;>I  the  bowels,  friend  Wm. S.Clark, 
aged  53  years,  5  months  and  26  days.  He 
vent  to  town  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  and 
vas  taken  sick  on  his  way  home.  He  died 
vithin  twenty-four  hours.  He  leaves  a  wife, 
our  sons  and  five  daughters.  He  recently 
dentified  himself  with  the  Old  Order  Brethren 
and  later  was  called  to  the  ministry.  Funeral 
services  by  Levi  Stanton  of  the  same  church. 

KENDIG. —  At  Fishersville,  Va.,  Aug.  27, 
1896,  of  neuralgia  of  the  heart,  sister  Elizabeth 
Kendig  [nee  Wenger),  wife  of  A.  H.  Kendig 
(who  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  land  about  sev- 
en weeks),  aged  65  years  and  7  months.  Her  ^ 
bndy  was  laid  peacefully  away  by  the  side  of 
her  husband  on  Sunday,  Aug.  30,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  one  of,  if  not  the  largest,  congregation 
in  the  history  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  church,  where 
she  held  her  membership.  Sister  Kendig  was 
reared  under  Mennonite  influence  and  was  a 
member  of  that  church  for  a  number  of  years. 
In  1866  she  became  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church,  in  which  she  stood  steadfast  to  the  day 
of  her  death.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  she 
was  a  model  of  love  and  devotion.  To  her  hus- 
band she  was  a  ready  sympathizer  and  helper, 
entering  with  him  into  his  successes  and  fail- 
ures, joys  and  sorrows.  She  was  a  true  moth- 
er, being  most  concerned  about  the  intellectual 
and  spiritual  condition  of  her  children,  and  left 
them  a  rich  heritage  of  righteous  example. 
Kind  to  the  poor  and  self-sacrificing,  she 
seemed  most  happy  when  she  could  make  oth- 
ers comfortable.  To  the  church  she  was  a  pil- 
lar. Her  walk  and  character  won  for  her  the 
confidence  of  all  classes,  which  she  ever  main- 
tained.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer,  from 
John  11:  25.  H.C.  Early. 

BAKER.— In  the  bounds  ot  the  Lafayette 
church,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  6,  1896,  Bro. 
Amos  Baker,  aged  73  years,  2  months  aud  12 
days.  Bro.  Baker  was  born  June  24,  1823.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Kennard  in 
1848,  With  his  companion  he  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  in  1849.  He  lived  a  consist- 
ent member  and  died  in  full  fellowship  with 
the  Brethren.  He  leaves  one  son  and  one 
daughter,— one  son  and  two  daughters  having 
preceded  him  to  the  spirit  world.  The  de- 
ceased was  in  his  usual  health  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  very  suddenly- 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Jacob  Driver. 

G.  A.  Snider. 


FRANTZ.— In  the  Donnel's  Creek  church, 
Clark  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  19, 1896,  sister  Mary  Ann 
Frantz,  wife  of  Bro.  Benjamin  A.  Frantz,  age 

,        ,  cl.  ...»elinrO 

57  years,  9  months  and  3  day: 

in  Wabash   County,  Ind 


and 


the  oldest  daughter  of  John  and  Eluabe 
Leedy.     She  was  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  three  sons  and  one  daughter  are  y 
living.     Funeral  services  from  Rev.  14:  l2'   J' 
Aaron  Frantz. 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 

Z7    at  10  A.M..  Hoylfi  ehiirch,  one  in 
koylo  P.  O.,  Woods  Co.,  Ok  In.  T. 
:  an  p.  M.,MorsliOreek,  Gettysburg, ! 
P.  M.,  Mden   Valley  chur 


tint  Creek  charcb,  Bourboa  Co.,  Ki 


iash  church,  Ind. 

litor  church,  Kar 
M.,  Washington, 


•  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  - 

Kate*  pet  loch,  ««ch  I 


Only  the  Best... 


SJ,s..w,ud,st1Virorac«.,  K 

Se|)t.-I*.  Greeuville  church 


t'JP.  M.,Okaw  church,  III. 
,t  1  P.  M.,  West  Otter  Creek  church, 
it  '2  P.  M.,  County  Line  church,  Ohio 
nd  4,  at  2  P.  M.,  Des  Moines  City  i 


Oct  3,  Bethel  church,  Nebr. 

Oct.  3  and  4.  at  10  A.  M„  Wyandot  church,  Ohio 

Oct'   3,    at  10:  SO  A.  M,  Chippewa  Creek  ehun 


:  Longue  church,  Lonoke  Co.,  New 
and  church,  Mich. 


Oct.  17,  Spring  Run  church,  111. 
Oct.  17,  at  2  P.  M.,  Conway  Springs,  E 
Oct    17.  at  2  P.  M.,  Summit   church, 


E 


t  M  Ills  congregation,  Pn. 
;.,  Pleasant  View  church 
les  nortueast  of  Tipton. 
Falrmount  church,  Wlch 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 

Burlington  Route. 


On  August*,  \»,  September  I,  15,  ■Jfl,  and  October 
,51,  all  C.  H.AlJ.  ll.-ket  agents  will   sell  OJfcuraton 

iplnolunl  oltloo  of  tlio  West,  tfortliweal  and  south- 


ear.  Wend  for  a  pamphlet  (no -charge)  about 
rostorn  farm  lands  to  P.  B.  BnSTIB,  General  Fan-- 
eager  Agent,  C.  B.  A  Q,  R.  H.,  Chicago,  IB.       80U0 


Seed-Time. 


Eovmi-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Faro 


iderlou,  Md.,  u.H. 


Dubbei's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


t.  20,  at  3  P.  M..C 

t.  20  and  21,  Cone 


Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.     Weekly;  well-illustra 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school    lesson,  wife 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.     No  better  publication 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of 
Sunday  schools. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


tiou.    Head 
H.  K.  Dub 


u  Co.,' Ohio. 

it  10  A.  M.,  Falrview,  Mo. 

it  10  A.  M.,  V/i  miles  nort 

ndll.atl  P.  M.,  RockCrec 

Co.,  111. 

at  2:  :jo  P.  M.,  Alleghany  c 

at  i  P.  M.,  Killbuclcchur 


l  of  Nevada, 
iron,  Whlto- 
h.  Grant  Co., 


,  Hyndmnn,  Pa. 

Oct.  10,  Peabody  church,  Kans. 

0,  at  2:80  P.  M.,  Grundy  County  church,  Iowa 

U,atl!  P.  M„  Mount  .l..y  elmivhuousn,  Jai'f.ti'; 
■  ■■!;  L-iiiiyreymion,  \Wst  more  land  Co.,  Pa. 
Creek  church.  Bond  Co.,  111. 

,  Kuek   Creek   church,    Kalis  .  ;.' 


I  P.  M., 
P.  M.,  Bethlehe 


Maiihe'lm. 


Ind. 


,  Woodland  c 
,,  Cedar  Cree 


d.,  Hllllsburg  ( 


Co.',  Ind. 

Oct.  L':i.  at  :i  P.  M.,  Hartford  City  t. 
li  and  21,  at  2  P.  M..  Lost  Cri 


The  Gospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religiom 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 
en  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onl) 
■ecognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pe 


I,  Brown  Co.,  Kans 
r  Fork  church,  Mo. 

,  Scott  Valley  church,  Kans 
rer  Run  churob,  Burlington 


t,  10  A.  M„  Prairie 

nd. 

t  i  P.  M.,  Cedar  La* 

t  10:30  A.M.,  Four  I 

1.2  P.M.,  White  chL 

t  2  P.  M.,  Arcadia  1 


:burch,Ind. 
e  church,  Ind, 
h,  Montgomery  C 


Oct,  15,  South  Poplar  Ridge  church,  Ohio. 

Oct.  \:>,nf>  l'.  M.,  Umior  Stillwater  church,  ; 
ford,  Ohio. 


H.  10,  at  4  P.M.,  Ryot,  Pa. 

et.  16,  at  lu  A.  M.,  Sugar  Creek,  Whitley  Co.,  Ind 

ct  lfl,at4P.  M.,  Onion  church,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind. 

■">',  miles  west  of  Plymouth. 
'-'-!*■,  i'nniilng's  Creek.  Pa. 
ct.  16.  Yellow  Creek,  Ind. 


ct.  ia,at!i  P.  M„  Blue  Creek  church,  Ind. 
ot-WandlT,  at  2P.  M„  AoeliwlcK  church, 
many  Valley  house,  Pa. 


2  P.  M.,  Howard  church,  Ind. 
irlng  Branch  church,  Benton  Co.,  M 
10:  30  A.  M.,  Walnut  Level  church, 

10  A.  M.,  Stonv  Creek  church,  4 

.1  Nohh  -vill-.  Hamilton  Co.,  Ind. 
U  P.  M..  South  English,  Iowa. 
,4PM,  Woodburv  church,  Bedfoi 


Dzawkie  church,  Kans. 
,  Black  Swamp,  Walnut  ( 

Pine  church,  Hampshire  C> 

,  Lick  Creek  church,  Washlng- 


Oct.  24  and  2i.  at  10  A.  M.,  Welty  ra 

Oct    •'■!  and  ".'.,  at  3:  :«>  P.  M-,  Maquoke 

i.osl  Nation  meetinghouse,  Iowa. 
Oct  2i,MeyeradaIe,  Somerset  Co.,  Fa. 
Oct.  2*.  "t  10  A,  M-.  Eagle  Creek  chur 

Cn.,  Ohio. 
Oct.  24,  Independence  church,  Kans. 
Oct'  2*    at  2  P.  M.,  La  Motte  church,  Hutoonvllh 

!1,  Pokagon  church,  Cass  Co.,  Mich. 
Oct.  21,  at  3  P.  M.,  Blue  River,  Ind. 
Oct.  24,  North  Star  church.  Ohio. 

14,  at  1  P.  M.,  South  Waterloo  church,  Iowu. 

!4,  at  5  P.  M.,  Upper  Dublin  ohurcb,  Pa. 


Oct!  31,  at  2  P.  M.,  Osage  church,  Kanfl. 

STov,  5.  Bethel  church.Ind. 

Nov  7  at  4  P  M..  Kansas  Center  church,  Rice  Co. 
Kan-    :t  niii-'s  eiibt  of  Lyons. 

Nov  12,  at  10  A.  M.,  Locust  Grove  church,  Freder- 
ick Co.,  Md' 

Nov  14  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Nov.  14.  at  2  P.  M  ,  Neosho  church,  Neosho  Co 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum 

30  copies,  to  one  jddre^s,  }  months 

copies,  to  one  add  re  39, 6  months 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac.— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
s  to  energetic  agents. 


bol'a  Carbolic  Olntmont  will  ho  bo 
age  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  prlce,- 
Agcnts  wanted.    Address: 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  doxeo  .  .  .1    81 


James  T.  Quinlan, 
Shipoing  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 

ttrr  Bgga,  Poultry, Game  onu  KruKs.Hpecial- 
Hay,  Straw. Grain,  Furs,  Hld.-s,  Iirlvd  Fruits 


I   Clu 


,  pictorial  ohart  of  eaob  lesion, 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurl? 


lere  la  no  need  of  keeping  Ihem  unless  yo« 
it  to.  You  can  stop  the  pain  and  get  rid  or  the 
as  In  a  perfectly  easy,  simple,  safe  and  sure 
,,  without  any  trouhle,  and  without  any  burn- 
or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  using  DUBBKL'H 
UBI.E  (JUICK  COBN  CUKE  according  to  dl- 
tlons.  It  Is  the  champion  of  all  remedies  to 
jove  corns,  warts,  etc.  Why  suffer  the  torture 
,nrnH  when  a  tcri-c,  i,t  !,<.<  will  lake  them  out? 


Single  subscrlptlo: 


.3XC 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
:,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 

Single  sub.crlptloo.  per  year "."at" 

6  copies,  per  quarter ■  •  • ■ »c" '■ 

Other  Help'.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  descriptioo.  Alw.y,  write  r- 
before  orderiug  elsewhere. 

Brbthrsn's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  III, 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


Can  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  f  it  :. 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St,  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobila 
6;  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.  For  particu- 
lars, address,  SCH00L  COMPANY, 
4tf  Fruitdale,  Ala. 
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"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMING 

ill  Lands 


TKR,  WELLS  and  EDDY  Cou 

VKuTA.    TheBRETHI 

U  RCH  at  Carrhigton,  Pi 

:  for  a  well-equipped  meetinghouse 


RAILKOAD    COMPETITION,    With 
levators,  mid    numerous    platforms  for 
ruin  by  [ho  Individual  shipper. 


mmry  abounds  in  SMALL  STREAMS  and 
A K  His,  mid  K nn\  NK  I  m;  U  A  1  KK,  free  from 

C  COAL  sells  at  Carr; 
,-i-  railroad  staf 

nough  south  I 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing jl 


There  is  no  excuse  for  anv  m,»t 
.he  Brethren  church,  who  „ht°bt'« 
Plain  Clothing,  no.  having  j,      ' '° 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  „e 
our    clothing,    measuring   blanks,  ,a„ 


■-  make 


nderstand  them. 


We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  ma],.      . 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  »  ^ 
-be  returned,    Our  price, 
nable.    Address. 


We  Hell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  ua  a  ci 
Add™,:  GKN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn 


simple  any  one  CJ1 


Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

WARSAW,  IND, 
r  Chicago  0falaifd. 


station  on  the  GrontVorlhern  ir  >i 
.ll..rro.,.M.*..„ 


These  lands  are  all  in 

a  hardwood  tin) 

h  o  splendid 

rfh 

upiow 

elm,   and 

of  open  men 

ooplar,  intersper 
Jow,  ready  for  th 

ed  n 

Th 

only. 

s  I  offer  at  prices  from  (4.00  to 
y  terms,  the  unpaid  part  of 

The  lauds  are  especially  ada 
liry  business,  but  will  raise  Jar 

J8.00 

nT 

uality 

The  mark* 

or,  are  the  vt 
i  being  only 

ts.onaccountof 
is,  St.  Paul,  Dul 

rybest,  the  rate  f 

itered   with   cree 

rwb 

building   purposes,   fences  ai 

Splendid  climate.    No  prairie  winds  or  bl 

for  a  home.    A  largu 


■threu  have  already  looa 
these  lauds.    They  have  a  Sunday  school 


above  lands  and  e: u 

Koch,  171!  E.  Third  St.,  St.  Paul,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 


illy  located,  and  the  most  re 
m  in  the  City.    The  chargt 
'rt«  Item  ?s  cents  to  »,<So  per  «, 
Restaurant  underneath,    Pint 


TO  AIL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

sen  to  mail  a  free  sample 
treatment  of  the  famous  Persian  Tabloid 
to  every  reader  of  the  Messenger,  now 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  and .best 
remedy  for  Chronic  Catarrh,  Kidney. 
Liver  and  .Stomach  Trouble  and  BIieu»£ 
mt  for  only *»°°j 
_-ie  treatment  costs  nothing  £« 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  to  mo-/ 
afflicted  people.  It  will  be  sold  tbroujj 
agents.  Special  terms  to  readers  oi 
'ulessenger  on  application.     Address 

OB.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sole  Agent  for  the  United  States- 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOJt   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Mokris,  III.,  October  3,  1896. 


No.  40. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Fatlliiel  WseUr,  at  11. EO  psr  Annum,  t; 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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*> EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANYS 


It  is  reported  from  reliable  sources  that  thou- 
sands of  Armenians  are  cast  into  prison  for  no  valid 
reasons,  and  the  world  learns  nothing  of  it,  and 
that  others  are  arrested  and  placed  on  Turkish 
steamers  with  the  pretext  of  being  sent  to  their 
ountry,  Armenia,  from  whence  they  came,  and  that, 
out  at  sea,  they  are  thrown  overboard  and 
>  the  end  of  them.  It  is  sad  to  think  that 
I  people  must  be  thus  persecuted  on  account  of  their 
ligious  convictions. 

The  war  on  the  Island  of  Crete  still  continues 
with  success  seemingly  on  the  side  of  the  Cretans. 
The  Cretans  are  nominal  Christians, — that  is  they 
lcccpt  Christianity  instead  of  Mohammedanism,  but 
years  have  been  subjects  of  Turkey.  Their  bur- 
s  were  greater  than  they  thought  they  could 
r,  so  they  demanded  of  the  Sultan  a  number  of 
anges  in  the  administration  of  affairs.  The  Sul- 
sent  an  army  against  them,  but  the  Cretans, 
0  do  their  fighting  among  the  mountains,  where 
knowledge  of  the  country  more  than  makes 
'  their  small  numbers,  have  defeated  the  Turks 
nearly  every  land  engagement.  The  powers  6- 
%  prevailed  on  the  Sultan  to  grant  the  reforms 
^ed  for,  and  he  did  so,  but  the  Cretans  now  re- 
'U5e  to  accept  them.  They  want  liberty  or  noth- 
They  are  not  willing  to  longer  trust  the  Turks, 
as  a  rule,  their  promises  can  not  be  depended 
■     ine  island  is  small,  and  it  is   not  easy  to 

I  Portrmine  What  may  yet  be  the  outcome-  Late  re" 
W  «s  seem  to  indicate  that  the  island  may  yet  be 
th"tCXed  t0  Greece.     Really,  that  is  the  best  thing 

Would°kld  happen  t0  this  little  sPot  of  earth'  and 
d  be  hailed  with  great  joy  by  a  large  majority 


upo 


of  the  inhabitants.  This  is  the  island  on  which 
Paul  left  Titus,  that  he  might  ordain  elders  in  every 
city.     Titus  i:  5, 


In  India  it  is  said  that  from  18,000  to  20,000  per- 
sons die  annually  from  snake  bite.  Snakes  there 
are  very  numerous  and  are  also  very  poisonous. 
But  it  is  now  reported  that  an  antidote  has  been 
discovered.  The  remedy  is  injected  into  the  per- 
son who  has  been  bitten,  and  in  this  way  soon 
reaches  all  parts  of  the  system,  and  thus  counter- 
acts the  poison  of  the  snake  in  the  blood.  Snake- 
charmers  have  long  been  supposed  to  possess  a 
remedy  of  this  kind  not  yet  known  to  the  medical 
profession.  It  has  also  been  noticed  that  snakes 
themselves,  after  being  bitten,  would  use  certain 
plants  which  seem  to  effect  a  cure.  It  is  astonish- 
ing, however,  how  much  the  medical  profession  is 
learning  in  regard  to  the  cure  of  diseases,  and  the 
removing  of  poison  from  the  system,  but  no  new 
discovery  is  to  be  made  respecting  the  remedies  for 
sin.  This  may  be  washed  away  by  the  blood  of 
Christ,  the  old-standing  and  never-failing  remedy. 


Seventy-five  miles  east  of  Portland,  Oregon,  is 
Mount  Hood,  estimated  to  be  an  extinct  vol- 
cano 12,000  feet  high.  Not  long  since  a  party  of 
twenty-one  persons,  men  and  women,  ascended  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain  and  remained  sometime. 
They  felt  that  the  anger  of  the  great  pile  of  earth 
had  long  since  subsided,  and  that  they  ""oWd 
travel  and  rest  upon  its  summit  with  perfect  safety. 
While  ascending  they  heard  a  terrible  report  like  the 
roar  of  artillery  and  felt  the  old  mountain  quake. 
On  looking  up  they  beheld  a  great  volume  of 
smoke  coming  from  the  top,  and  saw  flying  masses 
of  stone  in  the  air.  One  of  the  stones  struck  a  lady 
and  knocked  her  into  a  deep  crevice,  from  which 
she  was  recovered  with  great  difficulty.  The  party 
became  greatly  alarmed,  and  made  their  way  down 
the  mountain  as  rapidly  as  possible.  We  are  said 
to  be  a  brave  people — some  can  face  the  mouth  of 
a  cannon  and  never  flinch, — but  how  easily  we  be- 
come frightened  in  the  face  of  an  angry  mountain, 
when  it  begins  to  shake  with  rage! 


Most  of  our  readers  know  that  the  Church  of 
England  is  one  of  the  daughters  of  what  some  peo- 
ple would  call  the  old  "  Mother  Church,"  Rome. 
The  daughter,  in  many  respects,  greatly  resembles 
her  mother,  but  has  better  training,  gives  more  liber- 
ty to  her  subjects,  and  really  has  a  better  heart. 
She  favors  reforms  in  religion,  freedom  of  con- 
science and  many  other  commendable  things  that 
the  old  Mother  Church  would  never  think  of  tolerat- 
ing. In  these  respects  the  daughter  is  decidedly  in 
advance  of  her  mother,  and  there  have  been  times 
when  she  found  it  necessary  to  boldly  withstand 
the  venerable  lady,  and  teach  her  that,  while  old  age 
is  honorable,  it  does  not  always  indicate  either 
wisdom  or  justice.  In  fact,  they  have  never  been 
on  the  best  of  terms  with  each  other,  but  of  late 
the  Church  of  England  seems  inclined  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  of  the  old  Mother  Church,  and  for 
that  purpose  Mr.  Gladstone  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Pope,  asking  him  to  recognize  the  Church  of 
England  as  a  body  of  Christian  believers,  This  the 
Pope  politely  refuses  to  do,  maintaining  that  they 
have  not  descended  in  an  unbroken  line  from  St. 
Peter,  and  for  that  reason  all  their  work  and  claims 
are  invalid.  This  puts  matters  in  rather  a  bad  light 
for  the  people  of  England.  They  do  not  like  the 
idea  of  not  being  duly  recognized  by  the  great 
Mother  Church.      Matters   of   this    kind  need  not 


disturb  those  who  have  no  faith  in  organic  suc- 
cession. Any  person  who  obeys  from  the  heart  the 
form  of  doctrine  contained  in  the  New  Testament 
is  as  closely  related  to  Peter  as  one  needs  to  be,  for 
there  is  nothing  in  organic  succession,  nor  do  we 
believe  it  will,  in  the  final  judgment,  figure  one  iota 
in  the  salvation  of  any  one.  People  are  to  be 
judged  by  what  they  are,  and  what  they  have  done, 
and  not  by  any  particular  line  of  descent  from  Pe- 
ter, Paul  or  anybody  else. 


The  unfortunate  hostilities  in  Cuba  still  continue 
with  no  indications  for  the  better.  The  hot  season 
will  soon  be  over,  and  the  Spaniards  are  said  to  be 
preparing  for  a  vigorous  campaign,  but  at  this  time 
almost  the  entire  island  is  in  possession  of  the 
Cubans,  who  are  constantly  receiving  reinforce- 
ments and  additional  supplies  of  arms,  ammunition 
and  army  supplies.  The  fair  island  is  being  laid  in 
ruin.  Great  plantations  have  been  destroyed, 
cities  and  villages  burned  until  the  country  is  be- 
coming incapable  of  supporting  the  inhabitants. 
Great  cruelty  is  inflicted  upon  the  people  in  every 
way.  In  addition  to  destroying  their  property  they 
are  bayoneted,  shot  and  even  some  of  their  chil- 
dren are  reported  to  have  been  roasted  alive.  It  is 
humiliating  that  such  barbarities  should  be  openly 
practiced  on  one  of  the  fairest  islands  of  earth,  but 
this  is  the  result  of  inhuman  government,  war,  and 
the  absence  of  Christian  influence.  What  a  grand 
thing  it  would  be  for  this  world,  if  war  could  be 
banished  from  it,  and  universal  peace  and  liberty 
should  prevail! 

The  Czir  of  all  Russia,  and  his  wife— the  grand- 
daughter of  Queen  Victoria — have  reached  Eng- 
land in  their  visit  among  the  royal  families  of 
Europe.  There  is  nothing  wrong  about  the  mere 
act  of  crowned  heads  visiting  each  other.  It  has 
been  going  on  ever  since  the  time  when  the  Queen  of 
Sheba  paid  her  visit  to  the  court  of  Solomon.  Such 
journeys  require  the  expenditure  of  enormous  sums 
of  money,  but  this  may  be  economy  in  the  end,  for 
the  better  acquainted  the  royal  families  become 
with  each  other  the  less  liable  are  they  to  engage  in 
war.  But  there  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  foolish- 
ness connected  with  the  present  trip.  The  autocrat 
is  well  guarded  in  almost  every  conceivable  way. 
Scores  of  trusted  Russian  police  and  detectives  are 
with  him  day  and  night.  As  he  travels  from  one 
point  to  another,  every  part  of  the  route  is  guarded 
with  the  utmost  care,  Even  the  railroads  are  lined 
with  Russian  police,  and  every  street  through 
which  he  passes  has  a  double  line  of  guards.  The 
thing  is  carried  so  far  that  some  of  the  better  class 
in  England  feel  insulted,  for  they  realize  that  they 
are  a  civilized  people,  and  that  royal  life  is  safe  in 
their  midst.  With  all  this  carefulness  the  head  of 
the  great  empire  is  constantly  in  dread,  fearing  that 
at  any  moment  something  may  happen  that  will  re- 
sult in  his  death.  It  can  be  easily  seen  that  he  is 
not  happy,  but  is  living  in  constant  dread.  If  the 
Czar  would  rule  his  people  with  a  little  more  hu- 
manity, his  life  would  not  be  constantly  in  danger. 
Still  we  hope  for  a  better  state  of  affairs  in  Russia. 
The  present  Czar  seems  to  be  more  liberal  in  his 
views  than  most  of  his  predecessors.  Then  his 
wife  is  a  woman  of  broad  views  and  is  said  to  be 
exerting  a  good  influence  in  the  court,  and  through 
her  the  civilized  world  may  look  for  some  com- 
mendable reform.  A  wise  woman  on  the  throne  is 
a  blessing  to  her  people,  but  when  that  cannot  be 
had,  the  next  best  thing,  is  a  kind-hearted  and  pru- 
dent woman  behind  the  throne,  and  that  is  Russia's 
condition  at  this  time. 


THE   GOSPEL   ZVtESSBlSra-EIt. 
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•ESSAYS;- 


TO  THE  STORM-WIND. 

Fierce  Storm-wind  beating  against  the  ca: 

Ye  bring  back  again  to  mc 
The  story  of  old,  how  ye  troubled  the  wave 

Of  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 
Ah,  many  a  beautiful  ship,  since  then, 

Have  ve  borne  from  the  dear  home-lam 
Then  severed  her  timbers  and  shattered  he 

With  thy  terrible,  merciless  hand. 

Not  all  the  anguish  of  broken  hearts 
And  the  tears  ye  have  caused  to  flow 

Can  lessen  your  fury  or  soften  your  wrath, 
As  howling  and  shrieking  ye  go. 


Hut  there's  One  whom  the  winds  ; 

He  can  marshal  your  forces  a 
Ve  tremble  and  pause,  ye  become 

At  his  wonderful  "  Peace,  be  s 


id  the 


WYANDOTTE  CAVE. 


BY  J.  G.  ROYEli 


Number  Three. 


We  meet  where  we  parted  last  week — on  the 
summit  of  Monument  Mountain.  Slowly  and 
cautiously  we  descend  the  other  side  of  the  moun- 
tain and  come  to  the  "Auger  Hole."  This  leads 
into  the  New  Cave.  It  is  an  opening,  six  feet  or 
more  in  length,  through  solid  rock.  Its  dimen- 
sions are  barely  sufficient  for  a  man  fully  developed 
physically  to  get  through.  The  hole  is  almost  on  a 
level  with  the  floor,  and  the  water  dropping  from  the 
rocks  above  gathers  in  the  low  places  in  the  stone 
fl  vor.  forming  small  pools  near  the  entrance  of  the 
hole. 

My  guide*  being  more  expert  in  descending  the 
mountain,  reached  the  hole  in  advance  of  me,  and 
passed  through  it.  When  I  reached  the  place  1 
paused  to  reconnoitre.  The  guide  called,  "Are 
you  coming?  "  I  asked,  "  Must  I  go  through  this 
hole?  "  "  You  must  if  you  want  to  see  the  beauties 
this  side.  It's  the  only  way,"  replied  he.  I  stood, 
hesitating,  looking  and  thinking,  thoughts  coming 
thick  and  fast,  and  the  hole  growing  no  wider. 
Again  the  guide  called,  "  Are  you  coming?  "  "I'll 
come,"  said  1,  and  started.  In  my  effort  to  get 
through  the  hole  without  really  getting  down  to 
where  it  was,  I  slipped  and  suddenly  came  down  in- 
to one  of  those  puddles  of  remarkably  fresh  water. 
While  the  very  sudden  contact  with  cold  water  and 
solid  rock  was  not  an  enviable  experience,  it 
brought  me  to  a  proper  level  with  the  opening,  after 
which  no  extraordinary  effort  was  required  to  twist 
myself  through  it.  When  through  the  hole,  I  slid 
dawn  about  eight  feet  over  a  hard,  smooth  surface 
and  found  myself  by  the  side  of  the  guide,  ready  for 
the  march.  As  I  looked  back  at  the  small  opening, 
through  which  I  came,  the  strait  g^te,  the  narrow 
way,  and  the  few  finding- it  came  vividly  to  mind. 

We  are  now  within  the  New  Cave.  Including  all 
of  its  avenues  it  has  an  extent  of  about  ten  miles. 
The  banks  of  washed  sand,  the  water-worn  rocks 
on  either  side  and  overhead,  everywhere  indicate 
that  here  is  the  bed  of  an  ancient  river.  It  may 
have  been  what  is  now  known  as  the  Big  Blue  Riv- 

The  rooms  are  numerous  and,  in  some  respects, 
different  from  those  in  the  Old  Cave  but  none  the 
less  interesting  and  beautiful.  We  pass  through 
Lilliputian  Hall,  Cerulean  Vault,  Milroy's  Temple, 
Frost  King's  Palace,  Bishop's  Palace,  and  many 
others,  which  I  should  gladly  describe  did  time 
and  space  permit.  Then  there  are  Pigmy  Dome, 
Odd-Fellow's  Hall,  Temple  of  Honor,  Pillar  of  the 
Constitution  and  other  celebrities,  each  noted  on 
account  of  some  peculiarity  of  form,  decoration  or 
furnishing.  The  limits  of  this  article  allow  refer- 
ence to  a  few  only,  of  the  more  important  places. . 

*I  should  have  stated  heretofore  that  I  had  hired  a  guide  for 
my  personal  use.  Hence  our  party  consisted  of  the  guide 
and  myself. 


Perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  ones  is  the 
White  Cloud  Room.  This  is  a  long,  winding  room, 
evidently  once  a  part  of  a  river  bed.  Its  rocky 
sides  and  ceiling  are  carved  by  the  action  of  the 
water  into  forms  resembling  clouds  both  in  color  and 
form.  On  entering,  fleecy  clouds,  some  of  which  are 
gauze-like,  are  in  full  view  on  every  hand.  As  we 
move  on,  the  dark  storm-cloud,  in  mountain-masses, 
comes  to  view  in  the  distance.  Presently  we  in- 
voluntarily pause  to  notice  the  seemingly  approach- 
ing storm.  The  air  calm,  the  wind  lulled  to  rest, 
and  we  have  before  us  in  full  view  a  miniature  cy- 
clone approaching.  As  we  stand,  occupied  with 
the  grand  and  sublime  in  the  seemingly  approach- 
ing tempest,  our  minds  are  led  through  these  sub- 
terrranean  wonders  of  nature,  up  to  nature's  God, 
and  we  exclaim,  "  Great  and  marvelous  are  thy 
works,  O  Lord!  " 

Beauty's  Bower,  and  Fairy's  Palace  are  also 
rooms  which  are  beautiful  and  lovely  in  the  highest 
degree.  The  walls  are  covered  with  gypsum,  form- 
ing most  beautiful  flowers.  Lilies,  roses,  fuchsias, 
and  other  varieties  are  found  here  almost  to  per- 
fection, save  the  fragrance. 

Another  place,  into  the  portals  of  which  every 
visitor  goes,  is  Lover's  Retreat.  It  is  a  place  sug- 
gestive of  the  pleasant  memories  and  incidents  of 
one's  past  life.  Above,  below,  around,  glistens 
radiant  beauty,  caused  by  the  numerous  diamond- 
appearing  crystallizations.  Here  Cupid  is  said  to 
be  door-keeper,  and  no  one  entering  should  refuse 
to  pay  a  reasonable  toll. 

Wyandotte  caverns  are  very  dark  and  quiet 
places.  In  one  of  the  rooms  the  guide  requested 
me  to  be  seated  on  a  rock.  He  then  went  away 
some  twenty  paces  and  also  sat  on  a  rock.  He 
called,  "  Put  out  your  light  and  keep  still."  I  did 
so,  he  at  the  same  time  putting  out  his  light  also. 
O,  how  dark!  Surely  it  could  have  been  no  darker 
before  God  said,  "  Let  there  be  light."  "  What  a 
dark  place,"  thought  I,  "the  grave  must  be!" 
Presently  I  could  distinctly  hear,  seemingly  at  a 
long  distance  from  me,  the  sound  of  a  heavy  ham- 
mer beating  at  regular  intervals.  I  tried  to  ascer- 
tain the  point  from  which  the  sound  of  the  great 
hammer  came,  and  soon  found  it  was  within  me. 
It  was  the  beating  of  my  heart.  A  few  moments 
longer,  and  I  heard,  as  I  thought,  the  noise  of  a 
stream  of  a  water  in  the  distance.  I  called  to  the 
guide,  "Where  is  the  stream  of  water  I  hear?" 
"  Keep  still  and  listen  "  replied  he.  I  did  so  and 
soon  located  the  stream  within  me  also.  It  was 
the  sound  of  the  blood  as  it  rushed  through  my 
body.  Never  before  have  I  been  in  a  place  so  quiet 
that  I  could  hear  my  own  blood  flow.  5ince 
neither  the  beating  of  the  heart  nor  the  flowing  of 
the  blood  will  be  heard  in  the  grave,  it  must  in 
deed  be  a  quiet  place. 

For  years  have  I  tried  to  teach  students  of  psy- 
chology what  the  feelings  of  grandeur  and  sublimity 
are;  but  never  before  I  stood  on  the  summit  of 
Monument  Mountain,  with  the  great  dome  illumin- 
ated, did  1  realize  what  is  meant  by  the  feelings  of 
grandeur,  sublimity,  and  awe.  And  the  experiences 
of  that  hour  will  always  remain  as  a  hundred-fold 
reward  for  all  the  labor  and  effort  required  to  make 
the  arduous  journey  through  Wyandotte  Cave. 

In  conclusion  let  me  say  that  he  who  desires  to 
become  familiar  with  the  beautiful  and  the  grand  in 
nature  will  find  this  cave  worthy  of  a  visit.  Here 
is  thought  for  the  geologist  and  pastime  for  the 
reader  of  Nature's  unwritten  history— an  immense 
collection  of  formations  combining  beauty  and  pic- 
turesqueness.  The  only  way  to  realize  the  grandeur 
and  magnificence  of  it  all  is  to  go  and  see  it. 

OENUINE  FAITH,  EVANGELICAL  REPENTANCE   AND 

APOSTOLIC  BAPTISM  CONSTITUTE 

CONVERSION. 

BY  P.  J.  BLOUGH. 

Faith  must  be  considered  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  Christian,— the  basis,  the  foundation. 
"Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God." 
Heb.  n:  6.     Faith  is  a  dependence  on  the  veracity 


of  another.  Justifying  faith  assures 
things  God  has  promised  are  as  real  and 
we  had  them  before  our  eyes,  or  in  our  actu; 
session.  Divine  faith  is  a  firm  assent  of  the  '"'* 
to  things  upon  the  authority  of  Divine  Revela'tT'"' 
and  it  comes  by  "  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  '"'' 
of  God."  Rom.  io:  17.  Hence  to  have  this  d*""1 
faith,— without  which  we  cannot  please  God^"* 
must  study  the  Word  of  God.  Our  faith  foil  ** 
what  we  have  been  taught,  or  what  we  have  lean,] 
If  we  have  been  taught  wrong,  or  if  we  have  Uo^'d 
wrong,  our  faith  is  wrong.  Therefore  it  is  neces 
sary  that  we  prove  our  faith  by  the  Word  of  God 

Paul  says  there  is  one  faith.  Eph.  4:  5.  yye  ,, 
know  there  are  many,  yea  hundreds  of  faiths,  but 
according  to  Paul's  language,  all  save  one  is 
wrong.  How  necessary,  then,  that  we  "contend  f 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints"  (Jude  11 
for  that  is  the  only  faith  that  will  save  our  souls 
We  should  all,  with  one  mind,  strive  together  for 
the  faith  of  the  Gospel.     Philpp.  I:  27. 

We  are  warned  and  told  by  Paul,  1  Tim.  4- 1 
that  in  the  latter  times  some  shall  depart  from  the 
faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines 
of  devils.  We  must  have  that  faith  which  knows 
no  doubting  and  has  entire  confidence  in  God's 
Word,  firmly  believing  and  relying  on  all  his  prom- 
ises and  commands,  and  prompted  by  the  same  to 
strict  obedience.  That  faith  will  produce  in  us  a 
love  to  God,  and  Christ  says,  "  If  ye  love  me  keep 
my  commandments."  John  14:  15.  Our  faith  is 
tested  by  obedience  to  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and 
this  Gospel  is  the  "power  of  God  unto  salvation  to 
every  one  that  believeth."     Rom.  I:  16. 

Faith  is  the  first  step  toward  this  salvation.  It 
purifies  the  heart,  Acts  15:  9,  from  the  love  of  evil 
and  effects  a  change,  and  turns  the  worldly  man's 
heart  toward  his  duty  to  God,  hence  makes  the  sin- 
ner willing  to  obey  the  commands  of  the  Lord. 
Faith  changes  the  heart  from  unbelief  to  belief, 
Faith  and  obedience  joined,  going  hand  in  hand, 
will  ripen  into  everlasting  life.  We  must 
ber  that  ."  faith  .  jvitfeput  works 
2:  26.  We  must  show  our  faith  by  our  zvorks. 
says  to  the  Corinthian  brethren,  " 
selves  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith."  2  Cor.  13: 5. 
If  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  examine  themselves 
to  see  whether  they  had  the  faith  which  prompted 
them  to  full  obedience,  how  much  more  is  it  neces- 
sary for  us  to  make  this  examination,  since  we  live 
in  an  age  of  the  world  when  it  is  very  unsafe  to 
rely  on  any  teacher,  book  or  creed,  save  the  Bible. 
How  can  this  .examination  be  brought  about? 
By  considering  ourselves  as  little  babes,  so  far  as 
knowledge  of  books  is  concerned;  not  being  preju- 
diced by  preconceived  ideas,  or  what  parents  be- 
lieved. We  should  take  the  Bible,  read  it,  study  if, 
meditate  upon  it,  compare  all  passages  bearing  on 
the  same  subject,  pray  God  for  wisdom,  and  then 
gauge  our  faith  and  practice  by  the  teachings  of 
the  Word. 

Faithful  study  and  meditation  of  God's  Wort) 
will  bring  us  to  godly  sorrow,  which  worketh  re- 
pentance to  salvation,  not  to  be  repented  of.  2  Cor. 
7:  10.  Hence  we  notice  that  repentance  follows  faith, 
and  must  be  considered  the  second  step  to  salva- 
tion. Repentance  is  to  feel  pain,  sorrow  or  regret 
for  something  done.  Evangelical  repentance  is  * 
sorrow  for  having  grieved  God,  and  is  accompanied 
and  followed  by  amendment  of  life,  change  of  mi"0' 
and  conversation,  reform  of  conduct,  and  produces 
newness  of  association  and  turning  away  from  sin. 

The  goodness  of  God  should  "  lead  us  to  repent- 
ance." Rom.  2:  4.  Fear  of  punishment  alone 
should  not  bring  us  to  repentance,  or  we  will  "ot 
learn  to  hate  sin.  We  must  realize  that  we  have 
done  what  we  should  not  have  done  and  left  un- 
done what  was  our  duty  to  do.  We  must  be  will- 
ing, like  Moses,  "rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the 
people  of  God  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  sin  f°r 
a  season,"  Heb.  11:  25,  and  form  resolutions  to  turn 
away  from  all  evil  and  follow  Christ's  bidding' 
from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  and  hate  the  cus- 
toms, fashions  and  foolishness  of  the  world,  an 
love  God  and  his  people  and  his  cause;  then  1'  ' 
that  God  will  accept  our  repentance. 
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Repentance  should  be  preached  in  Christ's  name 
ong  all  nations.     Luke  24:  47.     John  the  Baptist 
reached  repentance.     Matt.  3:  2     Jesus  preached 
entance.     Matt.   4:    17-     peter,   on   the    day   of 
l>     tecost,  preached  repentance.     Acts  2:  38.     "Re- 
nt and  be  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name 
I  lesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
"hall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

As  soon  as  those  Pentecostians  believed,  that  is, 
had  faith,  Peter  said,  "Repent,  and  be  baptized  for 
.  retnission  of  sins."  Faith  was  not  enough. 
Faith  and  repentance  were  insufficient;  it  took 
faith,  repentance  and  baptism  f  r  (in  order  to)  the 
remission  of  sins.  So  baptism  is  one  of  the  means 
of  pardon,  and  comes  in  as  the  third  condition, 
hence  we  say,  Baptism  is  the  third  step  to  salva- 
tion, and  baptism  is  the  door  into  the  visible 
church  or  church  militant.  This  insures  salva- 
tion,—not  saved  in  heaven,  as  yet,— but  saved  from 
the  kingdom  of  Sa' an,— brought  safely  into  Christ's 
visible  church.  Mark  16:  16  says,  "He  that  be- 
lieveth  and  is  baptised  shall  be  saved." 
From  these  Scriptures  we  must  c 
salvation  is  impossible  without  faith 
and  baptism.  Since  the  prerequisites 
according  to  the  Scriptures  quoted,  are  be  ief  and 
rep-ntance.  it  follows  that  none  but  f-nse  who  are 
able  to  exercise  faith  and  "  bring  forth  fruits 
epentance"  are  fit  subjects  for  baptism, 
e  genuine  faith,  followed  by  evangelical 
and  apostolic  baptism,  we  become  con- 

and  women,  initiated  into  the  church  of 

ving  God,  ready  to  labor  for  the  Master  in  the 
conversion  and  salvation  of  the  world.  We  must 
not  forget  to  watch  and  pray,  lest  ue  enter  into 
temptation,  but,  as  Paul  says,  fight  z  good  fight,  and 
attain  "an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  undefiled, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away,  reserved  in  heaven  for 
you." 
Hooversville,  Pa. 
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A  "vi-    TEN   RECORD  NINE  THOUSAND  YEARS  OLD. 


vVft  are  not  prepared  to  admit  tl.at  civilization  is 
:housand  years  old,  and  yet  that  seems  to  be 
onclusion  deduced  from  certain  evidences, 
lately  collected  from  the  ruins  of  Babylon.  By  the 
time  experts  are  through  with  the  "finds"  the 
dates  will  probably  be  reduced  so  as  to  correspond 
with  the  array  of  facts  we  already  possess  concern- 
ing the  antiquity  of  the  human  race.  On  the  sub- 
ject we  clip  the  following  from  the  Literary  Digest. 
It  will  prove  interesting  reading: 

A  remarkable  "  find  "  has  been  made  by  the  ex- 
pedition sent  out  by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
to  dig  for  archaeological  records  in  the  Mound  of 
Nippur,  in  Babylonia.  It  is  no  less  a  treasure  than 
a  cuneiform  inscription  that,  it  is  claimed,  carries 
back  the  Babylonian  history  2,250  years  further 
than  anything  heretofore  known,  to  a  period  7,000 
years  before  Christ.  The  leader  of  the  expedition 
is  Professor  Hilprecht,  conceded  by  English  jour- 
nals to  stand  in  "  a  foremost  place  in  everything 
relating  to  Babylonian  archaeology."  The  per- 
mission of  the  Egyptian  Government  to  conduct 
'he  excavations  was  granted  eight  years  ago,  and  it 
was  Dr.  Peters  who  first  opened  up  the  mound. 
We  give  here  the  account  of  the  recent  "find,"  as 
given  by  the  Constantinople  correspondent  of  the 
London  Daily  News  and  reproduced  in  The  West- 
minster Gazette: 

"The  first  and  most  notable  result  of  the  excava- 
t'ons  is  that  the  history  of  the  Babylonian  people, 
as  recorded  in  cuneiform  writing  on  tablets,  is  car- 
"ed  back  at  least  2,250  years  further  than  it  had 
yet  been  known.  In  other  words,  there  is  now 
abundant  written  evidence  that  the  Babylonian 
Pe°ple  existed,  and  were  civilized  enough  to  be 
to  write,  at  least  7,000  years  before  Christ.  In 
.  nquiry  how  it  happened  that  his  pred- 
«ssor  had  not  found  the  many  objects  belonging 
^th's  early  period,  he  (Hilprecht)  explained  that 

r-  eters,  to  whom  he  attributed  great  credit  for 
n"  ma"ner  in  which  he  had  opened  out  the  great 

ound  at  Nippur,  had  worked  down  to  a  certain 


able 
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floor  or  platform  which  he  and  others  had  taken  to 
be  the  ground  level  of  the  ancient  city.  One  of 
the  party,  however,  suggested  that  this  level 
should  be  penetrated  and  digging  continued  until 
rock  or  virgin  soil  was  reached.  This  suggestion 
was  adopted,  and,  to  the  delight  of  all  concerned, 
it  was  found  that  what  had  been  taken  for  the  level 
of  the  ancient  city  was  only  the  level  of  a  compara- 
tively modern  city  built  over  the  ruins  of  an  older 
one,  or  a  succession  of  older  ones.  The  excava- 
tions above  the  level  or  platform  had  gone  through 
thirty-six  feet  of  debris.  They  were  now  continued 
to  a  depth  of  thirty  feet  below  it.  The  excavations 
above  the  platform  discovered  remains  which  cov- 
ered a  period  of  4,000  years  of  Babylonian  history. 
Below  the  platform  to  the  virgin  soil  was  an  ac- 
cumulation of  drains,  preserved  and  broken  pottery, 
and  various  other  objects  of  interest. 

"Twenty-three  feet  below  the  platform  Mr. 
Haines  came  upon  the  most  ancient  keystone  arch 
known,  an  arch  which  Professor  Hilprecht  thinks 
cannot  be  later  than  5000  B.  C.  Last  summer  Mr. 
Haines,  who  has  spent  the  last  three  years  in  con- 
tinuous work  at  Nippur,  excavated  the  lower  part 
of  the  marvelouswall  of  the  city.  Its  foundations 
were  found  to  be  sixteen  feet  below  the  level  of  the 
desert;  the  wall  itself  was  seventeen  feet  high  and 
forty-five  feet  wide.  Upon  the  top  of  this  wall  was 
another  of  unknown  height.  These  walls  were 
built  of  bricks  twenty  inches  square — probably  the 
largest  bricks  ever  used.  The  most  valuable  finds, 
however,  were  the  inscriptions  upon  the  broken 
vases,  bricks,  tablets,  and  other  objects,  and  from 
these  it  is  confidently  predicted  by  Professor  Hil- 
precht that  a  continuous  history  of  Babylonism 
will  be  able  to  be  written." 

Another  and  more  comprehensive  description  of 
the  treasures  unearthed  at  Nippur  is  given  by  Pro- 
fessor ZOckler,  of  the  University  of  Greifswald,  in 
the  Bcweis  des  Glaubens,  in  a  resume  of  the  second 
volume  of  reports  just  published  by  the  expedition. 
Professor  Greifswald's  resume  is  in  substance  as  fol- 

This  volume  really  reports  the  doings  of  the 
third  expedition  sent  out  by  this  American  uni- 
versity. Under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hayes,  who 
had  also  managed  the  two  preceding  excavations, 
work  has  been  carried  on  near  the  old  historic  city 
of  Nippur  for  almost  three  years.  He  had  under 
his  direction  from  fifty  to  sixty  Arabs  constantly 
engaged  in  digging  in  these  ruins  covered  by  the 
dirt  and  rubbish  of  thousands  of  years.  Between 
nine  and  ten  thousand  cuneiform  tablets  were  dis- 
covered and  in  addition  about  twenty-one  thousand 
other  inscriptions,  partly  completely  preserved  and 
partly  consisting  of  fragments.  These  inscriptions 
embrace  syllabaries,  letters,  astronomical  and  hier- 
atic texts,  chronological  lists,  reports  and  lists  of 
sacrificial  gifts  to  the  gods  and  to  sacred  shrines, 
votive  tablets,  articles  of  business  agreements,  etc., 
— in  short,  a  wonderful  collection  giving  a  remarka- 
ble insight  into  the  religious,  public  and  private  an- 
tiquities of  the  Babylonians.  These  tablets  date 
from  the  reign  of  many  kings,  many  of  them  going 
back,  according  to  Hilprecht's  calculation,  to  a  pre- 
Sargon  period,  fully  a  thousand  years  and  more 
earlier  than  any  record  we  have  heretofore  had  of 
Oriental  history.  The  bulk  of  the  tablets  have 
been  found  in  the  magnificent  Belus  temple  or 
shrine  of  the  god  Inlil,  in  Nippur,  called  by  the  in- 
scriptions themselves  "  the  oldest  city  on  the 
earth."  This  was  one  of  the  most  sacred  shrines  of 
the  Babylonians,  in  fact  was  such  already  in  the 
age  before  the  Babylonians,  when  the  Sumarians,  a 
Turanian  people,  representing  a  type  of  civilization 
differing  materially  from  the  Semitic  of  the  Assyri- 
ans and  Babylonians,  inhabited  the  Euphrates  dis- 
tricts. How  sacred  this  shrine  was  can  be  seen 
from  the  fact  that  one  of  the  standing  titles  of  the 
King  of  Babylon  was  " patesi  gal  Mil"  "  Protector 
of  the  temple  of  Inlil."  In  this  temple  itself  there 
were  valuable  archives  of  a  sacred  and  profane 
character,  temple  archives  of  the  same  kind  as 
those  discovered  in  1894  by  the  French  expedition 
under  Sarzec  in  Tello,  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  Nippur. 


The  American  expedition  excavated  the  temple, 
a  building  fully  fifty  meters  in  height,  and  called 
"  Ekur,"  or  hill-house,  from  the  fact  of  its  height, 
consisting  of  a  number  of  stories.  The  first  walls 
laid  bare  date  from  2800  B.  C.  Digging  deeper 
and  further,  structures  erected  by  earlier  rulers 
were  unearthed,  dating  back  to  two  of  the  earliest 
rulers,  namely  Naram  Sud,  3S00  B.  C,  and  his  fa- 
ther, the  great  conqueror  Safgon  I.  The  architec- 
ture of  these  buildings  is  remarkably  good.  Among 
other  things  fifty  sarcophagi  of  clay  were  un- 
earthed, most  of  them  in  good  condition.  These 
have  been  transferred  to  the  Sultan's  Museum  at 
Constantinople.  Then  two  dozen  kinds  of  vases, 
weapons  and  arms,  bronze  and  iron  utensils,  play- 
things, gold  and  silver  jewelry,  weights,  seals,  and 
seal  cylinders  (some  belonging  to  kings,  othes  to 
high  officials),  many  sacrificial  instruments,  fully 
two  hundred  bowls  used  for  the  art  of  magic,  with 
Hebrew,  Aramaic,  and  Mandaic  inscriptions,  etc., 
— all  these  and  many  more  have  been  found, 

The  rare  scholarship  displayed  by  Hilprecht  in 
editing  these  finds  has  been  warmly  applauded. 
Zocklcr,  however,  is  inclined  to  doubt  whether  the 
chronology  can  be  relied  upon.  In  the  article 
mentioned  he  argues  against  assigning  such  a  re- 
markably early  date  to  some  of  these  inscriptions, 
and  thinks  that  at  the  hand  of  B  blical  chronology 
and  of  a  parallel  experience  with  Egyptian  antiqui- 
ties, these  dates  must  be  modified  and  brought 
down  to  harmonize  with  what  we  know  of  earliest 
history  from  other  sources. — Translation  made  for 
the  Literary  Digest. 


"THE  GREAT  SALVATION." 

BY  CHAS.  M.  YBAROUT. 

"  How  shall  wc  escape,  if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation?  "— 
Heb.  2:3. 

This  question  has  never  been  answered,  and  nev- 
er can  be  answered.  To  neglect  this  great  salva- 
tion is  to  be  lost,  eternally  lost.  It  were  vain  to 
seek  for  it  among-  the  children  of  men;  the  aerial 
regions  know  not  of  it;  it  were  vain  to  seek  for  it  in 
the  dense  forests  of  earth;  the  bowels  of  the  earth 
say  it  is  not  there.  The  vulture's  eye  hath  never 
beheld  it;  it  is  found  alone  in  Christ, — nowhere 
else.  There  is  none  other  name  given  under  heav- 
en among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved.  "I  am 
the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life:  no  man  Com- 
eth unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  "  I  am  the  door: 
by  me,  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  shall  be  saved  '' 
John  10:  9;  14:  6. 

This  salvation  is  great. 

1.  Because  of  its  worth. 

2.  Because  of  its  cost. 

3.  Because  of  its  far-reaching  consequences. 

4.  Because  of  the  joy  and  happiness  it  brings  its 
possessors. 

1.  The  worth  of  this  salvation  is  beyond  the 
power  of  the  finite  mind  to  conceive  of.  The  com- 
bined wealth  of  earth  is  not  comparable  with  it. 
"  If  a  man  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul,  what  shall  it  profit  him,  or  what  shall  a 
man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul?"  It  is  more 
valuable  than  diamonds  or  rubies.  All  the  wealth 
of  earth  cannot  buy  it. 

2.  "It  was  not  purchased  with  corruptible  things, 
as  silver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
Christ,  as  a  Lamb  without  blemish  and  without 
spot."  It  was  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  redeem 
man  from  his  lost  and  undone  condition.  All  the 
offerings,  presented  on  Jewish  altars,  with  all  the 
blood  of  beasts  shed  for  hundreds  of  years,  could 
not  save  man  from  sin,  but  only  typified  and  point- 
ed forward  to  the  "  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sin  of  the  world." 

3.  This  great  salvation  not  only  saves  us  now 
from  the  ravages  and  consequences  of  sin,  but  it 
saves  beyond  the  narrow  confines  of  the  tomb, — it 
is  an  eternal  salvation, — a  deliverance  from  sin  and 
its  direful  effects. 

4.  It  brings,  peace,  enjoyment  and  happiness;  it 
yields  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness.  The 
prophets  of  old  looked  forward  to  and  desired  to 
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enjoy  the  fruits  of  this  salvation,  but  they  were  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  it  only  in  anticipation.  "  They  all 
died  in  faith  without  receiving  the  promise:  God 
having  provided  some  better  thing  for  us,  that  they 
without  us  should  not  be  made  perfect."  This  sal- 
vation is  like  a  pearl  of  great  price,  which,  when  a 
man  finds,  he  is  immensely  rich,  though  it  be  his 
only  possession. 

"  Salvation!  let  tbe  echo  fly 

The  spacious  earth  around, 
While  all  the  armies  of  the  sky 

Conspire  to  raise  the  sound." 

"  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth,  and  bi 
^  e  saved."  To  neglect  this  salvation  is  to  fail  of 
the  grace  of  God,  and  be  banished  from  God  into 
outer  darkness,  and  take  up  the  abode  of  the  wick- 
ed in  that  long,  dreary,  dismal  night  of  despair, 
where  no  lovely,  beckoning  hands  bid  us  come,  and 
no  star  of  hope  arises.  O  sinners,  "Seek  ye  the 
Lord  while  he  may  be  found;  call  ye  upon  him 
while  he  is  near.  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way, 
and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts:  and  let  him 
return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon 
him;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  par- 
don," Oh,  for  the  spirit  of  the  poet: 
"Salvation!  O,  th. 
To  thee  the  pr 


saying  to  me,  'Daughter,  thy  sins  be  forgiven 
thee.'"  Another,  in  a  public  testimony,  said,  "I 
was  converted  before  I  knew  there  was  a  Bible." 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  deception  along  this  line 
that  should  be  exposed. 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas. 


COMMON  HONESTY. 


BY   W.    B.   STOVE 
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Westphalia,  Kans. 


SOMETHING  TO  THINK  ABOUT. 

BY  J.  F.  NEHER. 

The  Lord's  Supper. — Members  of  other  denom- 
inations who  censure  us  in  eating  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, for  eating  the  passover  should  be  remind- 
ed that  if  Christ  ate  the  real  Jewish  passover,  they 
perpetuate  a  portion  of  it,  for  Christ  took  some  of 
the  elements  that  constituted  that  meal  to  repre- 
sent his  body  and  blood,  but,  say  they,  he  gave  to 
them  another  signification.  So  he  did  with  the 
supper,  for  he  said,  "  I  will  not  any  more  eat  there- 
of until  it  be  fulfilled  in  the  kingdom  of  God." 

The  Supper  at  Troas. — Those  who  put  so  much 
stress  on  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  to 
break  bread,  because  at  Troas  the  disciples  met 
on  that  day,  should  bear  in  mind  that  if  they  kept 
Jewish  time,  they  met  after  sunset,  for  the  Law 
required  that  they  celebrate  their  Sabbath  from 
evening  till  evening,  so  the  first  day  of  the  week 
did  not  begin  until  sunset,  and  with  this  harmo- 
nizes the  language,  "And  Paul  preached  to  them 
.  .  .  and  continued  his  speech  until  midnight."  Al- 
so note  the  example  of  Christ,  "And  in  the  even- 
ing he  came  and  sat  down  with  the  twelve." 

Bowing  in  Baptism. — Those  who  censure  us  for 
coming  into  the  church  backward,  because  by  the 
forward  action  we  raise  up  backward,  would  do 
well  to  think  on  this  line.  We  are  baptized  in- 
to Christ,  baptized  into  one  body.  If  baptism 
means  immersion,  we  are  immersed  into  Christ, 
not  emersed.  Immersion  means  "  putting  under." 
Emersion  means  bringing  up.  Those  who  are  bap- 
tized backward  go  into  the  body  backward  sure 
enough.  Bowing  is  an  expression  of  respect,  rev- 
erence, submission,  and  so  forth.  To  regain  the 
nply  a  natural  consequence, 


to   a  friend.     The 
the  bowing,  and  not 


upright  position  is 

the  same  as  when 

spect  is  expressed  i 

ing  the  head  into  its  natural  position  agaii 

baptism. 

Experimental  Religion —We  need  a  tract  on 
this  subject,  setting  forth,  in  unmistakable  lan- 
guage the  true  and  Gospel  evidence  of  pardon, 
acceptance,  salvation,  justification,  consecration, 
sanctification,  holiness  and  sinless  perfection.  A 
large  portion  of  the  religious  world  is  carried 
away  by  the  dictates  of  an  emotional  experience 
and  many  lay  claims  to  the  above-mentioned  at- 
tainments, even  to  sinless  perfection,  who  have 
not  even  moved  a  finger  towards  obeying  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Gospel. 

A  lady  who  had  not  complied  with  a  single  con- 
dition, said  to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  "  I  heard  a  voice 


Call  a  man  dishonest,  and  he  will,  in  all  probabil- 
ity, take  it  for  an  insult, — so  much  is  a  good  name 
to  be  desired.  But  many  are  desirous  of  appearing 
to  have  what  they  have  not,  and  of  appearing  to  be 
what  they  are  not;  in  the  sight  of  God  are  these 
honest? 

There  is  much  that  will  pass  at  par  now-a-days, 
that  will  fail  to  stand  the  test  of  the  judgment  day. 
For  instance,  the  Word  says,  "Owe  no  man  any- 
thing." And  what  does  it  mean?  One  who  insists 
on  immersion-baptism  is  inconsistent  to  say  it 
means  anything  else  than  "owe  no  man  anything." 
If  a  man  loans  me  money  and  I  give  him  its  equiv- 
alent in  loan,  until  I  return  the  money,  does  either 
of  us  violate  the  command? 

Suppose,  however,  a  man  gives  me  in  loan  for  my 
money- loan  what  I  think  is  its  representative  or 
equivalent,  and  which  he  knows  is  not  such,  then,  is 
lie  honest? 

Suppose  I  borrow  from  a  man  and  give  him  what 
he  supposes  is  an  equivalent,— an  interest-bearing 
promissory  note.  He  lets  me  have  it  because  he 
im  needy  and  he  has  faith  in  me  as  a  Chris- 
hich  I  profess  myself  to  be.  Suppose  I 
don't  pay  when  the  note  is  due.  Suppose  I  can- 
not. Well,  I  break  my  promise,  that's  all.  It  is  not 
a  question  of  can;  it  is  a  question  of  fulfilling 
a  pledge.  But  suppose  I  cannot,  then  I  cannot. 
Still  I  can  be  honorable.  An  honorable  man  in 
such  a  plight  will  seek  his  creditor,  and,  doing  all 
he  can  to  give  satisfaction,  arrange  for  an  extension 
of  time. 

Supposing,  when  the  note  is  due,  a  debtor  cannot 
pay  all,  and  the  creditor  forgives  the  balance,  the 
debt  is  cancelled,  of  course.  But  still  it  remains  a 
fact  that  the  man  did  not  get  what  he  was  led  to 
believe  he  would  get  when  he  loaned  the  money. 
The  highly  honorable  course  in  such  a  case  would 
be  to  ever  keep  in  view  the  paying  of  the  obli- 
gation in  full. 

But  suppose  the  debt  is  waived  from  time  to  time. 
Suppose  it  is  a  store  bill,  or  loan,  or  any  other  le- 
gal indebtedness,  and  the  time  expires  during 
which  it  can  be  collected  by  law.  Then,  is  the  debt 
cancelled?  It  may  be  cancelled  on  the  books, 
charged  up  to  "profit  and  loss,"  but  before  God, 
and  in  an  honest  man's  heart  it  is  clearly  a  debt 
still.  Will  an  honest  man  ever  justify  himself  in 
that  the  law  clears  him  from  honest  debts,  in  that 
he  has  dodged  his  creditor  long  enough  that  the 
law  can  do  so?  Shame  on  such  honesty!  Certain 
Scriptures  will  also  apply  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
"  The  law  is  not  made  for  a  righteous  man,  but  for 
the  lawless  and  disobedient,  for  the  ungodly  and  for 
sinners,  for  unholy  and  profane,"  etc.  (See  i  Tim. 
I:  9,  and  references.)  If  a  man  seeks  to  be  justi- 
fied by  the  law,  or  boldly  says  the  law  supports  him 
in  such  a  course,  what  is  he?  An  angel  only 
waiting  to  be  crowned?  One  of  the  elect  of  God? 
Is  he?     Read  the  above  text  again. 

The  heathen  are  better  than  all  that  amounts  to. 
If  a  man  does  not  make  a  settlement  of  his  debts, 
his  son  must.  If  the  son  cannot,  the  grandson 
must.  Go  to  the  heathen,  thou  dishonest  one,  con- 
sider his  ways  and  be  wise! 

When  we  speak  of  downright  honesty,  it  is  not 
what  the  law  will  allow  you  to  do,  but  what  a  good 
conscience  toward  God  will  suggest  your  doing. 

Let  us  look  at  smaller  doings.  The  public  con- 
science allows  me  to  go  free  on  a  crowded  street- 
car if  the  conductor  fails  to  collect  my  fare.  Is 
public  conscience  usually  very  well  trained?  If  I 
use  a  transfer  ticket  on  the  wrong  road  or  at  the 
wrong  time,  am  I  strictly  honest? 

If  a  railroad  ticket  is  not  collected,  can  I  use  it 
again?    If  a  stamp  is  not  cancelled,  can  I  use  it 


again?  Not  if  I  lay  claim  to  any  degree  of~h 
esty.  Can  I  walk  into  a  newspaper  office  and  0" 
a  paper  (because  they  are  plenty)  without  asking 
it?  Can  I  go  into  an  orchard,  however  bie  °' 
take  a  little  fruit  without  asking  for  it?  Can  I  ^ 
some  one  else's  words  in  my  essay  without  giv"* 
due  credit  to  the  author?  Can  I  send  another'  S 
tide  under  my  name  to  be  published?  Can  I  " 
produce  even  a  picture  in  my  book  or  newspap" 
without  securing  privilege  or  giving  proper  credit? 
In  short  can  I  use  as  my  very  own  that  which  I 
have  not  produced  nor  bought,  nor  inherited 
had  given  to  me?  Answers  to  these  questions' mat 
differ,  but  it  seems  to  me  if  I  have  a  conscience 
well  trained  in  common  honesty  before  the  Lord  I 
certainly  must  answer  that  I  can  not. 

The  desire  to  get  something  for  nothing  is  the 
source  of  much  evil.  It  is  altogether  too  com- 
mon. He  who  would  not  work  deserves  also  not  to 
eat. 

Would  a  strictly  honest  man  go  into  a  coun- 
try store  and,  without  asking,  take  a  cracker  or 
lump  of  sugar  from  the  barrel,  or  a  raisin  or  a  prune 
from  the  box  and  eat  it?  How  about  the  man 
that  borrows  "  for  a  day  or  two  "  and  does  not  re- 
turn for  a  week  or  more?  How  about  the  man  that 
buys  at  the  store  to  pay  in  "  a  day  or  two,"  as  he 
says,  when  he  doesn't  pay  for  a  month?  Are  such 
persons  honest? 

How  about  the  man  that  does  not  pay  up  his 
newspaper  subscription?  Is  he  following  the  gold- 
en rule?  Imagine  a  religious  man  taking  a  relig- 
ious paper  and  not  paying  for  it!  What  a  para- 
dox! 

If  a  man  finds  a  lost  cow  he  regards  it  as  not  his 
own,  but  seeks  the  owner.  If  he  finds  a  nickel,  is  it 
any  more  his  own  than  the  cow  would  be?  By 
what  law?  How  weak  and  false  is  the  frequent 
wish  to  find  a  lot  of  money! 

Money  is  only  representative  in  value.     If  what  I 
have  represents  something  I   have  done,   or  sonT-. 
thing  that  has  been  legally  transferred  to  me,  him" 
clearly  I  am  entitled  to   it!      I    may    he   deprived   o? 
the  money  itself,  but  no  man  can  deprive  me  oi^-^pH 
right  to  it.     On  the  other  hand,  if  what  I  have,  rep- 
resents what  some  one  else  has  done,  and  the  repre- 
sentative has  not  been  legally  transferred  to  me,  how 
little  am  I  entitled  to  it! 

If  a  man  breaks  up,  are  those  who  owe  him  money 
then  released  from  their  debt?  How  shameful  that 
every  now  and  then  an  honest  man  must  become 
insolvent  because  the  disreputable  fellows  whom  he 
has  kindly  trusted  will  not  pay  up!  1  If  they  couM 
exchange  "Bills  Receivable  "  for  "Bills  Payable," 
how  many  insolvent  persons  would  gladly  pay  one 
hundred  cents  to  the  dollar,— and  have  something 
left! 

God  is  just.  His  judgment  will  sooner  or  later 
overtake  you.  Dishonesty  also  bears  interest. 
Sow  to  the  wind,  reap  the  whirlwind.  Sow  to  the 
flesh,  reap  corruption. 

Is  any  one  careless  in  little  things,  indifferent  in 
small  matters,  only  sometimes  dishonest?  My 
brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be. 


THE  TWO  KINQDOMS  AND  THE  HIGHER  POWER. 


BY  JOHN  HARSHBARGER. 


"  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world:  if  my  kingdom  were  of 
this  world,  then  would  my  servants  fight."— John  18:  36. 

"  Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this."— John  15:13. 

These  two  kingdoms  in  the  minds  of  the  masses 
have  become  confounded.  All  kingdoms  of  this 
world  were  established  and  are  sustained  by  the 
strength  and  force  of  arms.  The  kingdom  and 
government  of  Jesus  Christ  was  established  and  is 
sustained  by  the  strength  and  force  of  love,  the  on- 
ly true  source  of  peace.    John  14:  27. 

The  privileges  and  duties  of  every  kingdom  are 
limited  to  its  own  province.  Subjects  of  any  king- 
dom, or  government,  may  be  persuaded  to  change 
servitude,  but  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  be  serv- 
ants or  subjects  of  any  two  kingdoms.  The  duties 
and  privileges  in  any  kingdom   are    closely  con- 
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nected  and  cannot  be  separated.  The  duties  and 
privileges  of  the  Christian  are  clearly  pointed  out 
in  the  Gospel,— the  temporal,  as  well  as  the  spirit- 
ua[  We  are  told  that  this  higher  power  spoken 
0f  by  Paul  (Rom.  13:  1,  2)  has  among  its  subjects 
God's  ministers,  who  are  not  bearing  the  sword  in 
vain,  for  the  protection  of  the  good,  and  for  the 
punishment  of  evil-doers.  Surely  no  one  will  con- 
clude that  this  is  the  prerogative  of  the  members 
of  the  church  of  Christ,  and  who  are  subjects  of 
this  one  kingdom  which  has  been  established  on 
the  principle  of  love  and  peace.  Christians  are 
simply  subject  to  and  not  subjects  OF  this  govern- 
ment, that  does  not  bear  the  sword  in  vain.  Rom. 
13:  5-10.  The  province  of  the  church  goes  no 
farther  than  its  own  limits.  She  is  limited  and 
bounded  this  side  of  capital  punishment  or  the 
use  of  the  sword,  Matt.  26:  52,  53;  John  18:  II, 
hence  her  subjects  have  not  the  right  to  command 
nor  induce  those  in  the  other  kingdom  to  use  the 
sword  or  to  enforce  its  principles.     Rom.  12:  17-21. 

We  are  thus  brought  to  see  the  difference  in  the 
two  kingdoms.  The  prerogative  of  the  church  is 
to  establish  Gospel  prohibition  or  Gospel  measures 
on  the  principle  of  lore  and  peace.  The  preroga- 
tive of  the  worldly  kingdom  is  to  establish  nation- 
al prohibition  or  national  measures  on  the  princi- 
ple of  authority  and  by  the  force  of  arms.  There 
is  not  a  moral  question  or  issue  that  is  brought 
before  the  people  by  those  who  do  not  bear  the 
sword  in  vain,  but  what  is  governed  by  the  prin- 
ciple of  using  the  sword.  If  any  measure  is  car- 
ried by  vote  of  the  people,  it  is  sustained  by  this 
principle.  If  not  carried,  it  is  suppressed  by  the 
same  principle. 

This  is  altogether  different  from  the  principles 
governing  the  members  in  the  church  and  kingdom 
of  Jesus  Christ.  To  distinguish  properly  between 
the  two  kingdoms,  we  note  that  God's  ministers, 
spoken  of  by  Paul  to  Romans,  who  do  not  bear 
the  sword  in  vain,  are  the  Lord's  ministers  in  a 
very  limited  sense,  when  contrasted  with  those 
who  are  ordained  through  Christ  our  King,  and 
who  is  "bearing  his  government  upon  his  shoul- 
ders." Isa.  9:  6,  7.  As  they  are  not  God's  minis- 
ters ordained  through  Christ,  they  are  his  only  in 
a  moral  sense.  There  is  no  power  but  of  God. 
Rom.  13:  1.  God  permits  man  to  exercise  the 
power  he  has  given  to  him,  and  in  the  civil  or 
moral  government  God  is  supervising  this  power 
to  protect  the  good  and  restrain  the  evil,  but 
when  we  are  transferred  from  the  moral  or  worldly 
kingdom  into  the  kingdom  of  God's  Son,  all  of 
our  duties  and  privileges  are  then  confined  to  the 
church,  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  must  be  reg- 
ulated by  his  law! 

Jeffersonville,  III. 


rate  being  only  about  one-half,  even  in  the  United 
States,  of  their  Gentile  neighbors.  This  fact  is 
attributed  by  H.  L.  Hastings  to  their  observance 
of  the  precepts  of  the  Mosaic  Code,— a  law  which 
has  been  severely  criticised  by  skeptics  too  igno- 
rant to  discern  the  excellence  of  a  system  of  legis- 
lation which  has  been  the  admiration  of  great  leg- 
islators, and  lies  at  the  very  base  of  civilized  juris- 
prudence. 

How  this  race  takes  to  journalism  and  literature 
is  well  shown  by  the  following  extracts  from  Mr. 
Hastings'  "The  Separated  Nation,"  already  re- 
ferred to  in  this  article;  "  A  large  proportion  of  the 
editorial  chairs  in  Europe  is  occupied  by  Jews. 
A  Jew  in  Spain,  a  member  of  the  Cortes,  was  the 
editor  of  the  Madrid  Correspondence,  the  most  in- 
fluential paper,  probably,  in  that  country.  Out  of 
twenty-three  liberal  and  progressive  Berlin  daily 
papers,  all  but  two  are  under  Jewish  control.  In 
Dresden,  in  a  gathering  of  the  representatives  of 
the  press,  twenty-nine  out  of  forty-three  were 
Jews.  In  Hungary  the  press  of  Pesth  is  said  to  be 
under  Jewish  management.  In  Austria,  out  of 
three  hundred  and  seventy,  who  returned  them- 
selves as  authors,  two  hundred  and  twenty  five,  or 
nearly  two-thirds,  were  Jews. 

No  history  is  more  fascinating  than  that  of  this 
separated  people;  and  nothing  affords  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  truth  of  Scripture  than  a  comparison 
of  this  history  with  Biblical  prediction. 

Kingston,  Ontario,  Canada. 


THE  RIDDLE  OF  HISTORY. 

BY  T.  D.  ALLEN. 

The  history  of  the  Jews  is  the  great  enigma  of 
history.  For  eighteen  centuries  they  have  been 
without  a  country,  scattered  throughout  the  na- 
tions of  the  globe,  yet  they  have  resisted  every 
effort  made  to  amalgamate  them  with  other  races, 
and  remain  as  distinctly  Jewish  to-day  as  in  the 
most  glorious  period  of  their  national  existence. 
And  notwithstanding  their  oppressed  condition, 
they  have  always  been  a  people  pre-eminent  for 
genius.  They  have  produced  great  statesmen  like 
Disraeli,  Gambetta  and  Lasker.  Baron  Hirsch, 
who  gave  more  to  charity  than  any  other  man  the 
world  has  known,  was  one  of  this  separated  race. 
The  greatest  banking-house  of  the  globe  is  that  of 
the  Rothschilds,  a  family  of  Jews.  In  his  pamphlet 
on  "The  Separated  Nation,"  H.  L.  Hastings,  of 
Boston,  presents  page  after  page  in  illustration  of 
'be  fact  that  this  oppressed  and  persecuted  peo- 
ple have  produced  a  large  percentage  of  the  great- 
est men  in  every  department  of  the  world's  learn- 
ing. 

The  fact  is  also  remarkable  that  the  Jews  are  the 
healthiest  and  purest-blooded  of  races,  their  death 


"  A  LITTLE  girl  was  looking  at  the  picture  of 
fabled  Atlas  on  the  cover  of  her  school  geography. 
The  apparent  struggle  of  the  strong  man  under  the 
weight  of  the  huge  globe  on  his  shoulders  excited 
her  sympathy,  and  she  turned  to  her  father  with 
the  anxious  question:  'Papa,  why  doesn't  that  man 
lay  that  thing  down?'  The  father  replied:  'Why, 
that  man,  like  a  good  many  other  men,  thinks  he's 
got  to  carry  the  world  on  his  shoulders;  but  I 
think  with  you,  my  child,  that  he'd  better  lay  it 
down.'  So  with  many  a  burden  which  we  groan 
under,  when  we  would  do  better  to  lay  it  down." 
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LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 

Solomon's  Wise  Choice.— 1  Kings  3:  5-15. 

(Lesson  for  Oct.  11,  1896.) 

This  lesson  might  very  properly  be  called  "Sol- 
omon's Dream,"  because  such  it  is.  "And  the 
Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  in  a  dream  by  night." 
Just  how  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  is  not  at  all  im- 
portant that  we  should  know.  "Dreaming,"  after 
we  learn  all  about  it  that  human  investigation  has 
been  able  to  discover,  still  remains  quite  a  mystery. 
At  times,  the  more  we  try  to  account  for  dreams, 
the  less  we  feel  to  know.  In  this  case  the  Lord  is 
brought  into  relation  with  the  dream,  but  how 
much  he  had  to  do  in  bringing  it  about  and  shap- 
ing it,  we,  of  course,  do  not  know.  The  origin  and 
general  trend  of  the  dream  may  have  been  very 
similar  to  some  of  our  own.  At  times  we  recog- 
nize them  as  being  a  strange  combination  of  past 
thoughts  and  impressions.  At  other  times  they 
seem  to  be  almost  new  revelations,  but  as  we  in- 
vestigate, we  learn  that  they  are  the  product  of 
allied  or  forgotten  impressions,  and'the  whole  pro- 
cess is  a  kind  of  sleepy  meditation  over  past  im- 
pressions. 

So,  we  suppose  it  was,  to  some  extent,  in  the 
case  of  Solomon.  It  would  not  be  much  of  a 
commendation  to  Solomon  if  he  made  this  choice 
while  in  a  dream,  if  the  dream  be,  in  no  way,  in 
harmony  with  his  thought  life.  His  position  was 
one  of  not  only  great  labor,  but  the  responsibil- 
ities were  weighty,  and,  no  doubt,  he  was  often 
perplexed  as  to  the  best  course  to  pursue.  Per- 
haps his  last  wakeful  thought,  before  going  to  sleep 
on  this  special  evening,  was  a  prayer  for  wisdom 
that  he  might  be  able  to  direct  the   affairs  of  State 


the  best  possible  ways,  and  if  so,  it  was  a  very 
easy  thing  for  the  Lord  to  appear  to  him  as  he 
did.  The  man  who  goes  to  bed  and  closes  his 
eyes  for  sleep  with  his  brains  full  of  a  big  field  of 
waving  grain,— corn  with  two  and  three  ears  on 
each  stalk,  or  large  droves  of  fat  steers  and  flocks 
of  sheep  and  herds  ot  swine, — will  not  be  likely 
to  dream  about  helping  to  build  churchhouses,  or 
making  large  donations  to  missions. 

Solomon's  wise  choice  is  a  very  nice  subject  to 
talk  and  think  about,  but  we  must  not  forget  that 
he  was  in  a  dream,  and  that  he  made  the  choice 
while  he  was  sleeping, 

What  we  want  you  to  think  about  is,  that  it  was 
his  life,  as  he  had  been  living  it,  that  led  him  up 
to  this  dream  and  enabled  him  to  make  the  wise 
choice  he  did.  If,  during  his  waking  hours,  he  had 
not  been  thinking  about  these  things,  and  longing 
for  needed  wisdom,  do  you  suppose  that  he  would 
have  had  this  dream?  And  if  he  should  have  had 
it,  what  would  his  choice  have  been?  The  Lord 
appeared  to  him  while  he  was  in  the  dream,  and 
while  in  this  state,  God  said,  "Ask  what  I  shall 
give  thee."  His  evening  meditations  had  led 
him  to  this  dream,  and  while  in  this  dream  he  was 
wanting  something.  The  Lord  says:  "Ask  for  it 
and  I  will  give  it  thee,"  How  fortunate  it  was  for 
Solomon  that  he  had  been  thinking  and  living 
along  right  lines,  so  that,  when  the  aus  icious  mo- 
ment came,  he  was  ready  to  ask  the  right  thing! 

Do  you  have  dreams?  If  not  at  night,  you  have 
during  the  day.  Suppose  the  Lord  would  say  to 
you:  "  Ask  what  I  shall  give  thee,"  what  would  be 
your  answer,— your  choice?  Your  answer  would 
be  along  the  line  of  your  thinking  and  living.  It 
is  hard  for  a  man  to  get  away  from  himself,  or 
his  own  life,  which  he  has  been  living.  How  sad 
it  would  be  for  us  if  our  choices  should  be  after 
our  thinking,  and  our  dreams  after  our  living! 
And  yet,  sad  as  it  might  be,  so  it  is.  The  choices 
we  have  been  making  in  our  dreams  are,— many  of 
them, — such  as  we  would  be  ashamed  to  have  re- 
corded in  our  life's  history. 

Of  Solomon's  choice  it  is  said,  "And  the  speech 
pleased  the  Lord,  that  Solomon  had  asked  this 
thing."  The  thing  that  he  asked  was,  "Give, 
therefore  thy  servant  an  understanding  heart."  No 
wonder  the  Lord  was  pleased,  becauce  it  is  the 
greatest  possible  gift  of  life.  If  we  have  wisdom 
or  an  understanding  heart,  we  have  everything 
that  can  add  to  human  happiness.  It  provides  for 
this  life  and  the  life  to  come  as  well.  Solomon  un- 
derstood this  afterwards  when  he  said,  "In  all 
your  getting,  get  wisdom."  In  it  we  have  the  sum 
and  substance  of  all  that  is  desirable.  Because  of 
this,  the  Lord  was  pleased  with  the  choice  made, 
and  gave  it  to  him.  And  now, — because  of  the 
choice  made,  there  was  added  to  him,  both  riches 
and  honor.  That  is,  by  choosing  the  one,  the  oth- 
er two,  and  hundreds  of  others,  came  as  results. 

Such  results  will  come  to  us  in  proportion  as,  in 
our  dreaming,  we  choose  wisdom's  ways.  Had  we 
perfect  wisdom,  so  would  our  lives  be.  That  we 
may  make  wise  choices  it  is  necessary  to  walk  in 
wisdom's  ways,  and  that  our  days,  as  we  spend 
them,  be  a  series  of  good  thinking.  If,  out  of  the 
heart,  come  the  issues  of  life,  it  is  very  evident 
how  our  hearts  must  be  if  the  issues  therefrom  are 
to  be  as  we  would  have  them. 

The  thing  that  Solomon  asked  for,  not  only 
promises  riches  and  honor,  but  also  length  of 
days.  While  good  people  die  as  do  others,  yet,  on 
an  average,  long  life  is  always  on  the  side  of 
the  righteous.  Temperance  is  a  physical,  as  well 
as  a  spiritual  blessing.     The  conditions  for  happi- 


ness  and  long  life,  are  to  v 

/alk  in  the  ways  of  the 

Lord. 

"And  Solomon   awoke, 

and   behold    it    was    a 

dream," — and  yet  it  was  a 

life-dream,  a  reproduc- 

tion  of  what  he  had  been  1 

ving  during  his  wakeful 

hours.     Let   our   lives   be 

such    as    will    give    us 

dreams  as  were  Solomon's 

Then  will  our  choos- 

ings   be,    whether   awake 

or   asleep,   such   as  will 

bring  us    peace   and   joy, 

and  all  our  doings  will 

be  along  wisdom's  ways. 

H.  B.  fi. 
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THE  FRUITS  OF  IDLENESS. 


ORA    S.    PRICK  ETT. 


Wi: 


ee  in  large  cities,  displayed  in  shop 
windows  and  in  newspaper  advertisements,  the  fol- 
lowing: "  Wanted— an  honest  and  industrious  young 
man."  Honest  and  industrious  young  men  are  al- 
ways wanted.  Young  men  you  are  wanted  from  the 
street  corners,  from  the  saloons  and  from  the  gam- 
bling-houses. Our  streets  to-day  are  filled  with 
numbers  of  idle  young  men,  who  sit  on  the  corners 
of  the  streets,  whittling  dry  goods  boxes,  and 
smoking  cigarettes.  Some  are  willing  to  work  but 
seem  to  be  waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  come  along 
and  offer  itself  to  them,  while  others  do  not  care  to 
work  at  all,  but  seem  to  enjoy  life  in  idleness. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  idleness  at  all.  By  read- 
ing and  study  the  human  mind  is  developed  to 
achieve  the  wonders  it  has  wrought,  and  those  who 
fail  to  have  other  employment  for  a  time,  can 
achieve  much  in  their  spare  moments,  by  reading 
and  study,  which  will  elevate  and  fill  our  minds 
with  new  thoughts.  Time  spent  with  books  is  well 
spent.  But  time  spent  in  idleness  is  an  expense 
with  no  profit  or  income.  We  can  always  find 
something  to  do  instead  of  spending  our  time 
dreaming  day-dreams,  and  whiling  away  the  hours 
in  unfruitful  idleness. 

Our  lives  are  what  we  make  them,  and  life  is  too 
short  to  be  wasted  in  idleness.  There  are  thou- 
sands who  spend  their  lives  in  this  world  like  a 
criminal  in  prison,— waiting  for  time,  waiting  for 
each  night  to  bring  a  morning,  and  with  no  aim  but 
to  live. 

Thousands  are  born  into  the  world  who,  from 
childhood,  set  out  upon  the  voyage  of  life  in  a  reck- 
less manner,  and  drift  on  in  manhood,  heeding- 
not  the  opportunities  to  gain  knowli 
sess  a  higher  station  in  life,  but   ren 


the  steam  engine,  ft  was  by  constant  study  and 
meditation  that  this  great  invention  was  brought 
out  to  supply  the  needs  of  mankind.  Edison  never 
rose  from  a  peaceful  slumber  with  the  knowledge 
to  invent  his  electrical  wonders, — it  was  by  his  deep 
study  and  toil  that  he  perfected  the  electric  phono- 
graph and  kenitoscope. 

Idleness  has  a  tendency  to  lead  to  crime.  The 
prisons  are  filled  with  men  whose  career  began  with 
dleness  and  bad  company.  Idleness  will  ask  for  a 
jame  of  cards  for  pastime,  and  when  the  game  be- 
:omes  a  little  monotonous  they  will  make  it  more 
nteresting  by  playing  for  money,  and  here  the  ini- 
tiatory degree  of  gambling  is  taken.  One  idle 
amusement  calls  for  another,  and  soon  the  victim 
of  idleness  will  drift  from  bad  company  to  crime 
and  the  penitentiary. 

If  we  have  no  other  employment,  we  can  keep 
our  minds  employed  by  reading  good  books,  or  by  a 
study  of  some  kind  which  tends  to  cultivate  and  im- 
prove our  intellect,  instead  of  spending  our  time  in 
idleness,  in  reading  novels  or  other  worthless  litera- 
ture. The  kind  of  matter  we  read  is  a  subject  of  im- 
portance. Many  people  waste  their  time  by  reading 
such  books  as  defile  the  mind  and  fill  it  with  useless 
thoughts.  Novel  reading  and  idleness  go  hand  in 
hand. 


To  make  ourselves  useful  and  to 
nuch,  we  must  use  our  time  to  the  best 
The  average  of  human  life  is  short, 
/ears  of  our  life  are  spent  before  we 
■ealize  where  we  stand.  Havi 
dleness?  There  is  a  place  for 
wide-awake  young  man  to  fiil 
the  history  of  our  nation,  did 
ance  of  sober  and  thoughtful  me 
The  wheels  of  time  bear  us  , 
Amid  the  scenes  of  life  we  pass,  until  the  brakes  of 
death  are  applied  and  we  halt  at  the  grave,  and 
take  our  leave  of  earth  and  its  inhabitants.  Wheth- 
:r  our  lives  have  been  well  and  usefully  spent,  the 
world  will  judge. 
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Never  before,  in 
Ate  need  the  assist- 
1  as  we  do  to-day. 
n   at  a  rapid  rate. 
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grave  with 

nothing  accomplished  but  a  life  and  a  death.  We 
cannot  all  become  famous,  but  we  all  have  or  ought 
to  have  some  mission  to  fill. 

Some  say  they  are  unlucky,  they  never  have  met 
with  success,  and  that  good  luck  has  never  fallen  in 
their  way.  Prominence  and  fame  are  not  reached  by 
good  luck.  "  Luck  "  never  existed.  One  man  is 
not  favored  with  "  good  luck"  any  more  than  an- 
other; it  is  all  in  pluck  and  energy.  Success  is  the 
reward  of  toil.  It  has  been  well  said  that  "  all  men 
are  created  equal."  The  all-wise  Creator  never  en- 
dowed one  any  more  than  another  with  such  a 
thing  as  luck.  We  all  have  our  adversities  in  life, 
and  success  is  gained  only  by  perseverance  and  en- 
ergy. 

We  cannot  expect  to  rise  to  fame  by  simply  wait- 
ing for  the  opportunity  to  present  itself,  but  we 
must  strike  out  boldly  upon  the  course  we  intend  to 
pursue,  and  apply  ourselves  to  the  object  sought 
after,     It  was  not  luck  that  led,  t„  the  invention  of ' 


LESSONS  FROM  THE  LIFE  OF  ABSALOM. 

BY   LYDIA   BUCHER. 

As  we  study  the  life  of  David,  and  consider  how 
he  lived  when  Absalom  was  growing  to  manhood, 
can  we  wonder  that  he  took  the  course  he  did? 


Absalo 


n's  mothe 
therefore 


i  from 


heathen  nation  and 
ted  a  natural  hatred  for 
If  being  half  heathenish 


Absal 

his  father's  religion, 

and  wholly  worldly, 

In  the  first  place  we  learn  that  Absalom  had  a 
selfish,  jealous  nature  and,  although  avenging  his 
sister's  wrong,  he  always  had  his  own  interest  in 
view  above  everything  else. 

He  desired  to  be  king.  Knowing  that  Solomon 
was  to  succeed  his  father  he  took  unfair  means 
to  gain  his  desire,  first  stealing  the  hearts  of  the 
men  of  Israel,  and  getting  them  on  his  side.  Some 
of  them  were  innocent,  not  knowing  his  purpose. 
His  second  plan  was  to  dethrone  his  father  by  de- 
ceiving him.  He  would  even  have  slain  him  to 
gain  his  purpose. 

Just  so  it  is  with  us  sometimes.  We  see  some- 
thing and  we  will  have  it,  whether  it  is  for  our  good 
or  not,  regardless  of  how  we  get  it— fair  or  unfair. 
Perhaps  somebody  is  a  little  better  than  we  are, 
probably  having  more  influence  or  holding  a  higher 
position— having  gained  it  by  hard,  faithful  labor 
and  doing  his  .duty.  Then  we  become  envious  and 
jealous  and,  like  Absalom,  try  to  destroy  his  in- 


caught  in  the  boughs  of  an  oak,  and  the^~~~ 
went  away,  leaving  him  hanging  between  ^"k 
and  earth, — how  he  was  slain  and  the  whol  aVCD 
conquered.  >"».» 

Let  us  be  careful  that  we  do  not  as  did  Ab  I 
-by  our  influence  lead  others  astray!  We  may*' 
something  to  our  interest  and  in  our  eagerness 
grasp  it,  not  always  think  whether  we  are  in  M, 
right  or  not,  but  go  on  until  we  meet  a  David  ^ 
will  check  our  couise  and  kill  the  old  Absalom 
that  is  in  us.  Then  those  that  have  followed  on 
example,  will  cease  to  follow  after  us,  and  foll01v 
their  king  Emmanuel, 

It  is  a  very  sad  story  to  read  how  Absalom  was 
going  on  in  wickedness,  rebelling  against  his  father 
and  his  God.  Then,  when  he  had  almost  gained  his 
object,  he  was  called  away  without  a  moment's 
warning,  unprepared  to  meet  his  God. 

It  is  surprising  to  me  how  many  young  people,- 
having  good  Christian  homes  and  parents,  church 
and  Sunday  school  privileges  every  Sunday,— per. 
sist  in  rejecting  all  that  is  good,  going  on  in  wicked- 
ness until,  like  Absalom,  when  the  call  conies  to 
leave  this  eaith,  they  are  taken  away  without  having 
made  their  peace  with  God.  It  is  then  too  late,  too 
late. 

One  of  the  saddest  things  we  meet  in  this  life  is 
just  what  David  met  when  he  had  to  give  up  his 
son  Absalom,  who  was  yet  young,  with  the  promise 
of  a  long  life,  taken  away  in  his  downward  course. 
No  wonder  David  mourned  for  his  son! 

Oh  may  we  all  make  our  peace  with  God  while 

we  may!     How  pleasant  when   we  see  the  young 

souls    choose    the    road   that    leads    heavenward! 

May  we  all  lead  holier  lives,  praying  God  for  help! 

Astoria,  HI. 


Absalom  next  collected  a  large 
many  going  in  "  their  simplicity,  nc 
thing."  He  started  out  to  cone 
and  his  army,  promising  that  he  , 
king  than  David.  Although  D 
bered  less  than  Absalom's,  a 
was  directing  David,  which  Absalom  did  not  poi 
sess.  Yet  David  loved  his  son,  that  is  plainly  seen 
as  he  takes  his  army  and  marches  out  of  Jerusalem. 
Both  armies,  however,  meet  in  the  wood  of  Eph' 
raim  and  we  all  know  the  result  of  that   combat, 

I  "    jb5al°m  wbils  ridinj  5  ""'if,  had  his  hear! 
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CHRISTIANS  AND  THE  THEATER. 

Ought  Christians  to  patronize  the  theater?  Dr. 
Theodore  L.  Cuyler,  in  the  Northwestern  Christian 
Advocate  gives  a  number  of  reasons  why  he  thinks 
they  should  not.     We  quote  the  following  from  h: 

"  If  the  thea'er  is  a  school  of  morals,  as  its 
fenders  constantly  contend,  then  the  teachers  in 
that  school  ought  not  only  to  learn  their  own  les- 
sons, but  to  bear  the  most  high  and  irreproachable 
character.  I  do  not  affirm  that  every  actor  is  im- 
moral or  every  actor  is  impure;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  best  of  them  would  confess  that,  if 
they  manage  to  preserve  a  delicate  purity  of  heart, 
they  do  so  in  the  face  of  terrible  temptations.  A 
celebrated  actress  told  a  friend  of  mine  that  she 
1  only  enters  a  theater  to  enact  her  own  part,  and 
has  as  little  association  as  possible  with  the  mem- 
bers of  her  profession.'  An  actor  who  had  quit  the 
stage  from  conscientious  convictions  once  said  to 
me,  when  we  passed  the  play-house  in  which  he 
had  often  performed,  '  Behind  those  curtains  lies 
Sodom!'  It  is  notorious  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  plays  presented  in  the  average  thea- 
ter contains  more  or  less  of  immoral  teaching;  and 
the  exhibition  which  the  theater  makes  of  itself  in 
the  pictorial  advertisements  that  cover  the  dead  wall 
is  enough  to  reveal  its  true  character.  The  theater, 
as  I  have  already  remarked,  is  a  public  institution 
to  be  estimated  by  the  sum  total  of  its  influence, 
just  as  the  pulpit  is.  And  if  a  follower  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  bestows  his  pecuniary  patronage  upon 
the  theater,  then  is  he  to  that  degree  responsible 
for  it,  and  in  a  moral  partnership  with  it. 

"There  is  an  old  and  plausible  theory  that  if 
Christian  people  would  all  agree  to  sustain  an  en-, 
tirely  unexceptionable  drama  by  unexceptionabl" 
performers,  the  theater  would  be  regenerated, 
a  lamentable  fact  that  this  has  proved  to  be  a 
descent  dream.'  The  experiment  has  not  provi 
successful  when  fairly  attempted.  The  theater  man- 
ager is  not  a  professional  philanthropist 
his  business  simply  and  solely  to  make  money 
produces  what  pays  best;  and  if  he  can 
evening  entertainments  with  a  plot  that  turns  on 
some  sort  of  sexual  depravity,  or  burlesque  o 
evangelical  religion,  or  a  shameless  exposure  of  p  V 
sical  beauty,  the  temptation  to  fill  t>is  coffee  IS  K) 

strong  to  b?  resisted. 
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OOOD  RESULTS. 


"  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  water:  for  thou  shalt  find  it  after 
many  days."— Eccl.  11:  10. 

Recently  several  incidents  came  under  my  no- 
tice on  the  truthfulness  of  the  above  Scripture, 
which  I  give  as  encouragement  to  continue,  and 
make  greater  efforts  to  cast  forth  the  Bread  of 
Life,  and,  if  need  be,  wait  long  for  the  return. 

1.  Fifteen  years  ago  in  our  first  work  in  Kansas, 
we  held  monthly  meetings  at  a  point,  twelve  miles 
from  home,  where  our  doctrine  was  unknown.  At 
the  end  of  several  years  we  dropped  the  meeting 
for  the  want  of  visible  results  of  our  labor.  Years 
have  passed  by,  until,  two  months  ago,  we  received 
a  call  to  come  to  Somerset,  Kans.,  and  hold  some 
meetings.  There  we  found  one  of  our  former  hear- 
ers ready  to  unite  with  the  church.  Since  our  first 
visit  two  have  been  baptized,  with  a  favorable  op- 
ening for  more  to  follow.  In  this  case  many  days 
passed  before  the  return. 

2.  In  the  West,  a  lady,  passing  through  the  coun- 
try, stopped  with  a  family  of  members.  Finding 
they  had  some  apple  butter,  she  bought  a  crock- 
ful,  the  sister  tying  over  the  crock  a  Gospel  Mes- 
senger. After  arriving  at  home,  many  miles  away 
from  any  of  our  people,  that  Messenger  was  seed 
that  has  produced  a  glorious  harvest. 

In  a  meeting  was  an  old  man  to  whom  the 
ded  a  little  leaflet,  of  which  the  title 


ably  result  in  bringing  the  reader  into  the  full  light 
of  the  Gospel. 

I  am  persuaded  that  we,  as  a  people,  do  not  sac- 
rifice enough  for  the  Master,  to  receive  the  great- 
est blessing,— temporal  as  well  as  spiritual.  Mai. 
3:7-i3. 

Gardner,  Kans. 


,'arke<V  am  I  not  a  Christi 
krk,  "Please   answer."     That 

ight  him  into  the  church.  Si 
his  bed  with  his  last  sickness.  I 
his  joy  in  the  Lord  and  thankfuli 
of  bread  costing  less  than  one-fo 

last  visit  I  made  the  old  broth 


1?"  with  the  re- 
as  the  seed  that 
in  after,  he  took 
vill  never  forget 
s  for  that  crumb 
th  of  a  cent.  At 
after  he  was 


anointed  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  I  gave  him  good- 
bye. He  said,  "  Only  a  short  time  ago  you  gave 
me  a  welcome  into  the  church  on  earth;  now  I  go 
over  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  welcome  you  into  the 
family  of  the  first  resurrection." 

4.  A  few  years  ago  a  minister  had  the  Gospel 
Messenger  sent  to  a  family  of  "Old  Methodist" 
people.  In  about  one  year  the  husband  was  bap- 
tized and  two  years  later  the  wife  also  came. 

5.  Recently  we  were  requested  to  visit'  a  sick 
lady  in  Ottawa.  She  said  she  had  read  her  Bible 
much  and  felt  she  was  a  good  Christian,  but,  after 
reading  some  of  the  Brethren's  tracts,  they  opened 
up  new  light  to  her  which  led  her  t.o  making  appli- 
cation for  membership  among  us. 

6.  After  reading  some  of  our  tracts,  attending  a 
love  feast,  and  other  meetings,  an  aged  Baptist 
lady,  after  being  baptized,  said,  "  If  I  had  the 
strength  of  body  I  would  devote  all  my  time  to 
more  perfectly  teaching  the  people  the  way  of  life." 

Could  all  of  our  members  witness  the  good  re- 
sults of  casting  bread  upon  the  waters,  in  faith  and 
Prayer,_  we  would  have  the  means  to  employ  many 
tract  distributors  and  send  thousands  of  free  Gos- 
pel Messengers  for  one  year  into  families.  There- 
by many  could  be  brought  out  of  darkness  into 
'ight.  Eternity  will  reveal  the  results  of  two 
months'  work  do 
General  Mission 
family 


.  Otta 


Through  the 
tary   and   Tract   Committee    every 
ity  was  visited  and  tracts  left  with 
*"■    Already  the  results  are  being  seen. 

May  we  be  more  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  doing  more  for  the;  salvation  of  people!  I  am 
led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
lusciously    placed    into    families,     attended     by 

prayer  or,  the  part  of  the  donor,  will  almost  \t\mv 


ARE  YOU  ON  THE  RIGHT  ROAD? 

BY  LAURA  SNADER  MYERS. 

While  out  driving,  a  few  days  ago,  over  a 
strange  road,  and  getting  lost,  I  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with  the  thought,  Am  I  on  the  right  road, 
spiritually,  to  heaven,  and  how  shall  I  know  that  I 
am  right? 

The  public  roads  of  Pennsylvania  have  hand- 
boards,  by  means  of  which  a  stranger  can  drive 
without  fear  of  getting  lost,  but  when  he  gets  into 
Maryland,  he  must  begin  to  inquire. 

Can  you  trust  every  stranger  you  meet?  Truly, 
we  cannot.  It  is  just  so  on  our  way  to  heaven.  In 
this  age  of  the  world  there  are  so  many  ways.  The 
Bible  tells  us  the  way  of  holiness  is  a  path,  and  a 
narrow  one  at  that.  But  it  seems  in  the  mind  of 
some  to  have  widened  enough  to  contain  theaters, 
race-tracks,  fairs,  dancing-floors,  and  similar  places. 
But  it  must  be  the  right  way,  for  our  minister  says, 
"  Only  have  faith  and  believe,  and  you  shall  be 
saved."  So  on  they  go,  asking  the  way.  At  the 
end  of  their  journey  it  must  be  sad,  to  think  that 
they  have  been  on  the  wrong  road,  and  are  lost! 

Dear  brother,  sister,  friend,  are  we  sure  we  are 
right?  Yes,  our  road  has  its  hand-boards.  The 
first  one  is  "  Faith."  We  go  but  a  few  steps  when 
we  see  another,  labeled  "  Repentance."  The  next 
one  reads,  "  Be  baptized  for  the  remission  of  your 

Are  we  sure  this  is  the  right  way  to  heaven? 
Yes,  for  we  see  the  footprints  of  "Jesus,"  the  low- 
ly "Lamb  of  God,"  who  "takcth  away  the  sins  of 
the  world." 

On  we  go,  and  soon  come  to  another,  "  If  I  your 
Lord  and  Master  have  washed  your  feet,  ye  also 
ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet."  Here  is  anoth- 
er, Partake  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  Commun- 
ion of  my  body  and  shed  blood. 

Right  here  is  another  one,  "Salute  the  Brethren 
with  an  holy  kiss."  Still  in  the  foot-steps  of  Jesus 
we  can  safely  go  on,  looking  for  nothing  but  the 
guide-boards  pointing  us  heavenward,  and  we  see 
them  all  along  the  way.  One  says,  "  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world,"  "  Love  your  enemies,"  "  Be 
kind  to  the  poor,"  "Visit  the  sick,"  etc.  Last  of 
all  we  are  urged,  "  Call  for  the  elders  of  the  church 
and  be  anointed  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
Our  path  is  too  narrow  for  any  of  the  things  unbe- 
coming devout  Christian  men  and  women,  includ- 
ing, of  course,  gold  or  other  ornaments  and  costly 
array.  Of  these  things  we  must  deny  ourselves, 
"  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  him."  Brother  and 
sister,  need  we  fear  we  are  on  the  wrong  road? 
Certainly  not.  We  are  now  in  sight  of  the  pearly 
gates  of  the  eternal  city,  of  Jesus,  and  the  crown 
which  fadeth  not  away.  Look  about  you,  dear 
friends,  be  guided  by  nothing  but  the  Word  of 
God,  which  shall  stand  when  heaven  and  earth  shall 
have  passed  away.  Paul  says,  "  Try  the  spirits 
whether  they  be  of  God. 

Westminster,  Md. 

PREACHING  THE  OOSPEL  TO  ALL  THE  WORLD  AND 
WHAT  THERE  IS  TO  DO. 

There  are  to-day,  in  round  numbers,  one  hundred 
and  forty  million  Protestants,  eighty-nine  million 
Greeks,  two  hundred  and  five  million  Catholics, 
eight  million  Jews,  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
million  Mohammedans,  and  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  million  heathen.  Since  Greeks,  Jews, 
Catholics,  and  Mohammedans  are  considered  with 
the  heathen  as  mission  ground  by  all  evangelical 
churches,  the  world-wide  need  of  mission  work 
stands  in  the  appalling  relations  of  one  thousand, 

(three  hun4r?4  anc!  forty-ieven  millions  without 


Christ  against  one  hundred  and  forty  millions  who 
know  Christ.  Or  for  every  Protestant  that  will 
stand  before  the  judgment,  there  will  be  ten  souls 
there  who  knew  not  Christ.  Brother,  sister,  having 
the  consciousness  that  you  did  nothing  to  help  save 
them,  how  will  you  like  to  meet  the  ten?  Remem- 
ber, they  are  not  within  the  promise,  "  For  there  is 
no  other  name  under  heaven  whereby  men  can  be 
saved  "  than  by  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Here  is  the  glorious,  exalted,  free,  heaven-blessed 
United  States,  with  a  population  of  over  sixty  mil- 
lions and  barely  one-fifth  of  them  making  a  profes- 
sion of  Christ.  There  are  whole  Counties,  and 
large  parts  of  States  throughout  the  West  and 
South  without  a  Sunday  school  or  a  church.  With 
every  new  town  started  there  is  one  or  two  saloons 
immediately  opened,  and,  after  some  years,  when 
drunkenness  and  wickedness  of  every  sort  is  rife, 
then  the  church  comes  along  and  tries  to  start  a 
congregation.  All  through  the  West  and  South 
there  are  loud  calls  for  the  Gospel  to  be  preached 
in  those  parts.  With  over  forty-five  millions  of 
the  sixty  millions  of  this  beloved  land  non-Chris- 
tian, is  it  not  almost  a  misnomer  to  call  this  a 
"Christian"  nation?  One  has  aptly  said,  in  dwell- 
ing upon  the  importance  of  mission  work  in  the 
United  States,  "  Save  America  not  so  much  for 
America's  sake  as  for  the  world's  sake,"  for  the 
world  to-day  is  looking  towards  America  for  light. 

But  can  the  church  perform  such  a  stupendous 
task  as  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  all  nations  as  the 
Lord  has  commanded?  She  cannot  do  it  with  the 
half-hearted  work  of  the  past,— that  is  very  evident. 
When  the  General  Conference  of  the  Brethren  calls, 
for  one  cent  per  week  per  member  for  this  great 
work,  and  then  two-thirds  of  the  congregations  of 
the  Brotherhood  make  no  response  at  all;  when  the 
amount  raised  for  missions  is  only  about  one  tenth 
of  a  cent  per  member  per  week,  as  an  average; 
when  nine-tenths  of  all  the  money  raised  by  mis- 
sions is  given  by  one-tenth  of  the  membership; 
when  out  of  a  membership  of  upwards  of  75,000 
less  than  fifty  have  said,  "  Lord,  here  am  I,  send 
me,"  no  one  who  is  awake  to  the  Master's  business 
can  help  but  feel  that,  while  the  church  has  done 
nobly  in  missions  since  her  beginning  in  this  work, 
she  has  simply  been  playing  at  missions  instead  of 
throwing  her  heart  and  soul  and  mind  into  it. 

But  can  the  church  fulfill  the  commission  literal- 
ly?    Indeed  she  can. 

1.  God  never  asked  impossibilities  of  his  church 
or  children  at  any  time.  He  has  asked  what  ap- 
peared to  be  impossibilities,  but  when  his  children 
took  hold  in  full  faith  believing,  the  mountains  of 
impossibilities  all  vanished  away. 

2.  The  church  in  his  name  can  accomplish  the 
work  because  God  has  placed  the  means  within  her 
hands  to  do  it.  There  are  men  and  women  who 
can  go  if  they  will.  There  is  plenty  of  money  to 
send  them  if  the  money  is  consecrated.  All  that  is 
lacking  on  this  point  is  consecration,  and  the  reason 
the  members  have  not  more  fully  consecrated  them- 
selves is  because  of  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ.  A  full  faith  will  take  up  every  request 
of  the  Master;  and  the  fact  that  the  last  command 
is  so  thoroughly  ignored,  shows  a  want  of  full  faith, 
and  that  their  accepting  the  Lord  Jesus  as  their 
Savior  has  been  only  from  a  very  selfish  stand- 
point,—that  of  saving  themselves.  But  it  is  a  very 
open  question  whether  any  one,  with  opportunity, 
can  save  himself  simply  by  serving  himself.  The 
next  reason  will  throw  some  light  on  this  point. 

3.  The  church  can  fulfill  the  commission  because 
Christ  has  promised  to  be  with  his  people  "  alway  " 
in  their  effort  to  do  it,  and  Christ  never  failed  in 
any  undertaking.  Notice,  reader,  that  Christ's 
companionship  is  promised  to  you  when  you  are 
lending  your  efforts  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  "  all  the 
world."  He  has  not  promised  to  be  with  you  in 
the  accumulation  of  wealth  for  your  own  personal 
aggrandizement  or  even  to  divide  among  your  chil- 
dren. You  may  think  it  js  all  right  to  divide  among 
your  children  hut  it  is  not  right  to,  neglect  the 
Lord's  great  wqrk,— the  work  for  which  he  came 
into  the  world,  for  which  ho  died,  and  for  which  he 
established  Md  commissions  a  ghurshi         *  *  % 
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ES7"Do  not  mix  business  with  articles  lor  publication.  Keep  your  com- 
municntlons  on  separate  sheets  Irom  all  business. 

B^-Tlmc  is  precious.  We  always  have  time  to  attend  to  business  and  to 
answer  questions  ol  linportanio,  !>ul  please  tin  not  subject  us  to  needless 
answering  ol  letters. 

IB-TIicMbssengrk  Is  mailed  each  »eel 
dress  is  correctly  entered  on  our  list,  the  p 

E2r~\Vlicn  changing  your  address,  please  give  your  former  as  well  as  yoi 
future  address  In  lull,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  and  misunderstanding. 

send  with  them  at,  cents  each  to  pay  lor  collection. 
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snd  addressed  to  "  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris.  111." 

CfT-Enlered  at  the  Post-office  at  Mount  Morris,  111,  as  second-class  ma 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  October  3,  1896. 


We  are  requested  to  say  that  the  feast  at   Booth, 
Kans.,  is  changed  from  Oct.  3  to  Oct.  24. 

placed  in  the  waste- 
failed  to    give    their 


Some  obituaries  have  be 
basket    because   the   write 


Talmac-e  thinks  there  are  good  and  bad  novels 
abstractly  speaking,  but  he  does  not  know  where  tc 
find  the  good  ones. 


Bro.  J.  C.  Murray  recently  closed  a  series  of 
neetings  at  Middletown,  Ind.,  with  five  baptized 
nd  one  reclaimed. 


Bro.  J.  D.  Haughtelin  has  been  selected  to 
represent  the  Middle  District  of  Iowa  on  the  next 
Standing  Committee. 


Would  you  touch  the  hem  of  Christ's  garment 
and  be  healed?  You  must  do  it  with  a  believing 
heart  and  an  open  hand. 


The  Annual  Meeting  for  iSq7  is  to  be  held  June 
8-10  at  Frederick,  Md„  a  beautiful  mountain  city 
of  ten  thousand  population. 


When  sending  in  an  announcement,  do  not  say 
the  "  first  "  or  "  second  "  Saturday  of  the  month, 
but  give  the  date  of  the  month. 


Brethren  D.  L.  Miller  and  Galen  B.  Royer  are 
at  Elizabethtown,  Pa.,  this  week,  attending  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee. 

If  we  would  ask  the  Lord  more  frequently  to 
keep  us  from  thinking  evil,  we  would  not  be  speak- 
ing or  doing  evil.  As  the  man  "  thinketh  in  his 
heart,  so  is  he." 

Bro.  John  W.  Metzger,  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  ex- 
pects to  return  to  California  as  soon  as  circumstan- 
ces will  permit.  He  is  detained  on  account  of  the 
sickness  of  his  oldest  sister,  Catharine  Shively. 


It  is  not  always  necessary  to  send  from  home  for 
a  preacher  to  conduct  a  series  of  meetings.  Make 
use  of  the  home  ministers  as  much  as  possible,  and 
then  do  not  fail  to  remember  the  needy  ones  tem- 
porally. 

The  feast  at  Lanark,  last  Friday  evening,  was,  in 
every  way,  one  of  the  most  spiritual  feasts  that  we 
ever  attended.  The  commodious  house  was  full  of 
members,  and  all  the  services  were  conducted  in  a 
most  impressive  manner.  Bro.  Wm.  Eisenbise  offi- 
ciated. The  Lanark  church  seems  to  be  in  a  healthy 
condition.  Bro.  Trout  is  doing  a  good  work  in  the 
place,  and  we  are  pleased  to  learn  that  his  efforts 
are  being  appreciated. 


A  love  feast  will  be  held  on  the  co  ner  of  Penn- 
sylvania Avenue  and  Fourth  St.,  S.  E.  Washington, 
D.  C,  Oct.  1,  commencing  at  5  P.  M.  This  notice 
did  not  reach  us  until  the  day  after  the  last  issue 
went  to  press,  hence  this  delay. 


Bro.  Joseph  Holder,  writing  us  from  North  Da 
kota,  says  that  he  is  now  arranging  to  give  much  of 
his  time  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  that  any 
one  wishing  to  confer  with  him,  should  address  him 
at  Ankeny,  Iowa,  in  care  of  Samuel  Bowser. 


The  Sunday  school  lessons  for  1897  will  be  in 
the  New  Testament  during  the  entire  year.  In 
1808  the  first  half  of  the  year  will  be  devoted  to 
studies  in  the  book  of  Matthew,  while  the  remain- 
ing six  months  will  be  spent  in  the  Old  Testament. 


Bro.  C.  C.  Root  writes  that  the  influence  of  the 
Messenger,  where  sent  free  to  families  for  six 
months,  is  being  felt  in  Northeastern  Kansas. 
Why  do  not  State  Boards  do  more  of  this  kind  of 
work?  Thousands  might  be  brought  into  the  fold 
in  this  way. 

The  term  "  Brethren  "  has  followed  our  people 
from  an  early  date,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time, 
and  a  short  time  at  that,  when  thiy  will  be  known 
by  no  other  name.  It  is  found  in  all  of  our  church 
literature,  and  should  be  attached  to  every  docu- 
ment and  publication  that  we  send  out  to  the  pub- 
lic. 


John  Gunther  and  wife,  Parlin,  Colo.,  have  been 
reading  the  Messenger  for  some  years,  and  now 
wish  to  be  received  into  the  church.  We  mention 
this  here  so  as  to  call  the  attention  of  our  brethren 
in  Colorado  to  the  fact,  and  hope  that  some  of 
the  ministers  will  see  that  proper  attention  be  giv- 
en to  the  call  for  baptism. 


Bro.  Fercken  writes  us  that  the  four  Armeni- 
ans, who  applied  for  membership  some  weeks  be- 
fore, wers  baptized  Aug.  30.  He  speaks  very  high- 
ly of  their  sincerity,  and  the  thorough  preparation 
they  made  before  uniting  with  the  church.  One  of 
them  was  thrown  into  prison,  but,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  one  of  the  brethren,  was  released  at  the 
end  of  twelve  hours. 


The  man  of  but  one  idea  will  do  well  to  give 
some  attention  to  the  following,  from  the  Scientific 
American:  "  The  man  who  studies  a  single  subject 
until  he  loses  sight  of  everything  else  is  always  in 
danger  of  parting  with  his  judgment.  When  he 
does  that,  when  he  is  entirely  wrapped  in  a  single 
idea,  he  almost  inevitably  develops  what  unspecial- 
ized  people  call  crankiness." 


In  number  thirty-eight  there  appeared  an  article 
concerning  the  language  Jesus  spoke  while  on  the 
earth.  One  of  our  readers  thinks  that  the  article 
does  injustice  to  Christ,  as  he  could  speak  any 
language,  and  doubtless  did  speak  a  number  while 
engaged  in  his  ministry  among  the  people.  While 
this  is  true,  it  should  be  remembered  that  Jesus 
must  have  done  his  preaching  in  the  language 
spoken  by  the  masses,  and  this  is  the  one  point 
that  the  article  mainly  treats.  Considering  the 
communication  from  this  standpoint,  it  most  assur- 
edly does  Jesus  no  injustice. 


Writing  from  Bulsar,  India,  Bro.  W.  B.  Stover 
tells  us  what  is  done  with  the  four  copies  of  the 
Messenger  sent  to  that  place:  "  We  send  one  copy 
to  a  man  and  wife.  They  read  it,  and  send  it  to 
another  man  and  wife.  Another  goes  to  a  family 
of  four  or  five  readers.  They  return  it,  and  we 
send  it  to  a  young  man  who  reads  and  sends  it  to 
another,  a  native  gentleman  of  a  family.  Another 
we  send  to  an  old  gentleman  who  returns  it.  Then 
we  send  that  copy  sometimes  to  the  Bombay 
Guardian,  sometimes  to  individuals  here  and  there, 
as  opportunities  afford.  Our  .own  copy  we  read] 
loan  it  sometimes  to  Hindoos,  sometimes  to  Par- 
sees,  and  when  it  comes  back  we  keep  it.  We  have 
a  copy  of  all  the  Messengers  since  we  have  been 
in  India,  except  one  or  two  copies  that  we  missed." 


Writing  concerning  the  late  DistrictM  ^"~" 
Middle  Iowa,  one  of  our  correspondent'"15 ' 
"Bro.  S.  M.  Goughenour  was  Moderator $  n*! 
Taylor,  Reading  Clerk,  and  D.  E.  Brubake'r  V 
ing  Clerk.  No  queries  were  sent  to  the  A 
Meeting.  Mission  work  was  the  most  imT"K 
business  before  the  meeting.  The  Board  asked'?' 
5500  for  work  in  the  home  fields."  '" 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Chicago  Daily  n 
devotes   nearly  two   well-written   columns  to*? 
Brethren  in  Chicago,  and  their  work  in  the  city    ,' 
reporter  visited  the  Children's  Mission  and  mt 
ered   much    information,    that    makes    interest1 
reading.     He  speaks   very   highly  of  our  peo'JE 
and  the  work  they  are  doing  among  the  poor  ''„ 
the  neglected.     The  communication  containsab  ' 
history  of  the  Brethren,  together  with  a  statem 
of  their  doctrine  and  a  description  of  the  church 
and  mission  point  on  Hastings  Street. 

A  number  of  our  earnest  members  are  alio 
themselves  to  become  disturbed  by  certain  news. 
paper  reports,  indicating  how  the  Brethren  have 
decided  to  vote,  and  write  us  to  correct  the  reports 
We  beg  to  again  remind  our  readers  of  the  fact 
that  this  is  campaign  year,  and  that  no  atten- 
tion whatever  should  be  paid  to  what  is  said  con- 
cerning the  attitude  of  the  Brethren.  Our  people 
never  have  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and,  of 
course,  will  not  this  year.  No  one,  therefore,  i 
authorized  to  speak  for  them.  Our  members,  a 
well  as  others  acquainted  with  us,  ought  to  know 
that  there  is  not  the  first  grain  of  truth  in  what  is 
said  about  certain  elders  deciding  in  favor  of  1 
of  the  candidates.  We  again  beg  our  people  to 
pay  no  attention  to  these  reports,  but  to 
about  their  business. 


"  The  Lord  Our  Righteousness,"  by  Bro.  S.  N. 
McCann,  is  the  title  of  an  excellent  volume  of  ont 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  pages,  which  has  just 
come  from  our  press.  It  is  well  and  neatly-Jpvtj] 
in  cloth,  and  discusses  a  great  question  with  mw, 

ability.      The  work  is  likely  to  make  a   seirsatiC 

some  localities,  and  should  be  widely  read  bafj 
our  people.  It  is  one  of  the  books  that  will\)«r» 
second  and  even  a  third  reading.  It  discusses  the 
question  of  grace  and  works  from  a  new  stand- 
point, showing  most  clearly  that  while  salvation  ii 
by  grace,  through  faith,  yet  works  play  their  part 
in  the  scheme  of  redemption.  The  book  contains 
some  strong  meat,  but  the  points  are  clear  and 
logical.  For  other  particulars  see  advertisement 
on  the  last  page  of  this  issue.  Price,  fifty  cents. 
The  book  may  be  ordered  from  this  office,  or  from 
Bro.  J.  S.  Geiser,  1031  W.  Baltimore  St.,  Baltimore, 
Md.  The  profits  resulting  from  the  sale  go  towards 
building  a  house  of  worship  in  Baltimore. 


Brethren,  do  we  practice  what  we  preach? 
We  tell  the  people  that  we  take  care  of  the  sick 
and  poor  among  us.  Do  we  do  it?  We  are  in  re- 
ceipt of  a  letter  from  a  brother  who  says  that  h' 
is  discouraged.  His  children  were  sick  for  over 
eight  weeks.  He  buried  several  of  them.  And 
though  he  lives  where  there  are  a  number  of  mem- 
bers, yet  during  the  weeks  of  affliction  only  °nt 
old  brother  visited  the  family.  He  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  Brethren  in  his  locality 
fail  to  put  into  practice  what  they  are  preaching. 
He  also  adds  that  he  came  from  a  body  of  pe°P'e 
where  the  poor  are  assisted  in  the  time  of  need. 
but  he  receives  none  from  his  own  people  who  li»e 
all  around  him.  Now,  do  not  ask  us  who  thi> 
suffering  brother  is.  If  you  must  know,  resw 
Matt.  25:  45:  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  0 
the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me."  Christ  1^ 
the  one  who  is  grieved,  and  it  is  important  t 
this  be  known.  We  fear  that  in  too  many  of  0 
churches  the  sick  and  poor  are  being  negl«te  • 
There  are  hundreds  of  members  that  the  V**"*' 
seldom  visit,  and  far  too  many  that  the  elders  t 
er  call  on.  Our  preaching  along  this  line  ,s 
right,  but  in  some  places  our  practice  is  defec  ^ 
We  urge  that  our  people  give  this  subject  more 
tention,  for  on  it  hangs  the  salvation  of  miUIonSl 
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sist 


A  Christian,  who  is  a  cheerful  g'v 
money  going  throng; 
lurch  festival  before 


r,  does  not  in- 
an  ice-cream 
t  reaches  the 


freezer  or 

Lord.  He  does  not  propose  to  place  these  things 
between  his  purse  and  the  Lord's  cause.  He  does 
not  demand  that  his  stomach  must  be  first  served 
bv  the  money,  and  then  have  the  Master's  interest 
to  come  in  for  what  is  left.  No,  the  devout  Chris- 
tiin  will  take  his  ice-cream  (and  the  less  he  takes 
of  it,  probably,  the  better)  and  supper  at  home,  and 
go  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  to  worship.  He  does 
not  believe  in  turning  the  house  of  God  into  a  res- 
taurant for  what  little  money  there  may  be  in  it. 


THAT  WORD  "TRINE." 


From  time  to  time  nr 
cerning  what    Alexand 
Campbell  and  Ri< 
of  trine  immersio 


been  written   o 
ipbell    said    in 
Debate  respecting  the  antiqu 
In  his  library  the  writer  ha 


firming,  on 
Mosheim,  > 
traced  trine 
our  people  1 
against  the 


thority  of  Mr.  Campbell,  that 
Stuart,  and  all  the  historians 
1  to  the  times  of  the  apostles, 
ed  the  quotation  with  wonderful  force 
isciples,  and  they   wrote   Mr.  Camp- 


bell concerning  i 
had  the  change  1 


It  1 


is  then  that  Mr,  Campbe 
indicated  above. 


full  report  of  that  debate,  which  was  examined  by 
both  Mr.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Rice,  and  pronounced 
correct.  On  page  258  Mr.  Campbell  is  reported  as 
saying:  "  Not  only  Mosheim,  Neander,  but  all  the 
historians,  as  well  as  Professor  Stuart,  trace  trine  im- 
mersion to  the  times  of  the  apostles."  Some  years 
later,  over  his  own  signature,  Mr.  Campbell  denied 
using  the  term  trine  in  the  connection  given.  His 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  expression  when 
the  first  edition  was  partly  printed,  and  by  the  con- 
sent of  Mr.  Rice  the  word  trine  was  omitted  from 
future  editions,  as  well  as  from  a  few  books  of  the 
first  edition.  We  have  always  respected  Mr.  Camp- 
bell's correction,  and  never  use  the  quotation  as 
evidence,  but  merely  as  a  matter  of  curiosity.  But 
now  it  turns  up  that  the  copy  of  the  book  on  file 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C,  con- 
tains the  quotation  as  given  above.  If  the  coming 
generation  loses  sight  of  Mr.  Campbell's  correction, 
the  book  in  the  National  Library  will  serve  as  very 
,.  strong   evidence  in    support  of  the  three-fold  im- 

In  a  late  issue  of  the  Brethren's  Evangelist  there 
appears  a  letter  from  Bro.  Wm.  Calvert,  Bell,  Ohio, 
confirming  what  was  related  to  us  years  ago,  viz., 
that  Mr.  Rice,  in  conversation  with  one  of  our  min- 
isters, affirmed  that  Mr.  Campbell  used  the  lan- 
guage as  it  appears  in  the  first  edition  of  the  de- 
bate.    Bro.  Calvert  says: 

To  whomsoever  this  may  come :— This  is  to  certify  that  I 
went  with  my  father,  whose  name  is  Robert  Calvert,  to  the 
City  of  Cincinnati  and  my  father  personally  consulted  with 
Mr.  Rice  who  held  the  discussion  with  Alexander  Campbell. 
I  did  not  hear  the  conversation  between  my  father  and  Mr. 
Rice,  but  1  have  it  direct  from  my  tather  that  Mr.  Rice  said 
that  Mr.  Campbell  and  his  friends  need  not  deny  that  Camp- 
bell said:  "  Not  only  Mosheim,  Neander,  but  all  historians,  as 
well  as  Professor  Stuart  trace  trine  immersion  to  the  times  of 
the  apostles,"  for  Mr.  Campbell  used  the  above  expression 
in  the  presence  of  at  least  five  hundred  preachers  and  a  large 
audience  of  people.  Mr.  Rice  further  stated  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  hold  up  his  hand  and  be  qualified  that  Mr.  Camp- 
bell used  the  term  "trine  immersion"  in  that  connection. 

This  is  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  recollection. 

Written  this  first  day  of  January  1895. 

Our  people  have  never  employed  the  quotation 
from  Mr.  Campbell  very  extensively  in  defense  of 
the  antiquity  of  trine  immersion,  but  they  do  now 
and  then  use  it  as  a  literary  curiosity.  If  Mr.  Camp- 
bell ever  told  the  truth  he  did  then,  for  the  very 
historians  he  names  are  decidedly  on  the  side  of 
trine  immersion,  and  for  him  to  deny  that  he  made 
use  of  the  expression  credited  to  him,  places  him 
in  a  very  curious  attitude  -before  the  public.  We 
are  of  the  impression  that  Mr.  Campbell  had  the 
whole  truth  in  mind  at  the  time  of  the  debate,  and 
gave  expression  to  it  before  seriously  considering 
what  bearing  it  would  have  on  his  own  practice, 
and  we  presume  that  the  term  "trine"  would  not 
have  been  omitted  from  future  editions  of  the  work, 
had  his  attention  not  been  called  to  it  by  some  of  his 
ministers  who  had  come  in  contact  with  our  people 
on  that  subject.     When  the  book  first  appeared,  af- 


EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 


Thirty-seven. 

RL  FISHERIES  OF  CEYLON. 


HELPING  OUR  MINISTERS. 

We  have  reached  a  period  in  the  history  of  the 
Brethren  church  when  our  ministers  should  have 
some  substantial  assistance.  In  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel  they  have  long  borne  the  heat  and  bur- 
den of  the  day.  They  have  been  compelled  to  bear 
the  preaching  cross  alone,  while  the  laity  went  free. 
It  has  been  their  aim  to  give  the  world  a  free  Gos- 
pel, but  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  church, 
as  a  body,  must  come  to  the  tront  and  aid  the 
preachers  in  continuing  to  give  this  free  Gospel  to 
the  world. 

Thus  far  the  burden  has  been  unequally  divided, 
and  our  preachers  have  borne  their  double  portion 
without  a  murmur.  Many  of  them  are  poor  men. 
Not  a  few  have  become  poor  because  they  gave 
their  time  and  strength  to  the  interest  of  the 
church,  while  their  pursuits  for  a  livelihood  were 
neglected. 

The  minister's  work  is  steadily  increasing.  It 
requires  more  well-directed  preaching  than  it  did 
years  ago.  The  time  was  when  preaching  every 
other  Lord's  Day  was  sufficient  to  keep  up  the  in- 
terest in  any  of  the  rural  districts.  But  that  day  is 
past  in  most  localities.  Then  elders  also  need  to 
give  their  flocks  more  careful  attention  than  in 
former  years.  Temptations  are  multiplying  and 
opposition  is  on  the  increase.  To  fortify  the 
church  against  these  temptations  and  to  meet  the 
opposing  forces,  the  minister  is  compelled  to  de- 
vote more  time  and  attention  to  the  preparation  of 
his  sermons.  Thus  we  see  that  his  burdens  are 
steadily  increasing. 

So  we  repeat,  that  the  time  is  here  when  we  must 
give  our  hard-working  ministers  more  assistance. 
This  we  must  do  if  we  want  the  free  Gospel  to  con- 
tinue. Members  in  many  localities  must  come  to 
the  aid  of  the  preachers  who  need  assistance.  We 
have  some  well-to-do  preachers  who  are  abundant- 
ly able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  devote 
much  of  their  time  to  preaching  the  Gospel. 
These  need  no  assistance.  But  a  number  of  our 
very  best  workers  are  either  poor,  or  else  in  very 
limited  circumstances,  and  are  compelled  to  either 
neglect  their  preaching  or  their  families.  All 
around  them  may  be  wealthy  members  who  are  get- 
ting rich  while  the  preachers  are  becoming  poorer, 
and  the  cause  of  Christ  is  being  neglected.  This  is 
not  wisdom,  it  is  not  right,  and  should  be  immedi- 
ately remedied. 

We  have  said  that  our  ministers  have  borne  their 
heavy  burdens  without  murmuring.  They  seem  not 
disposed  toplead  in  their  own  behalf  or  in  behalf 
of  their  families,  so  we  come  to  plead  for  them. 
They  are  giving  us  that  spiritual  food  we  so  much 
need,  and  it  is  no  more  than  just  that  we  should  ad- 
minister to  their  temporal  wants.  The  Messenger 
has  no  selfish  interest  in  this  plea.  Her  editors 
and  publishers  are  provided  for,  but  we  do  most 
earnestly  plead  in  behalf  of  our  worthy  minis- 
ters, and  urge  the  churches  everywhere  to  come 
to  their  assistance  in  some  substantial  manner. 
The  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  a  worthy 
one  and  well  deserves  the  best  talent  of  the  Broth- 
erhood. They  should  have  this  encouragement 
and  assistance  that  they  may  give  more  of  their 
time  and  attention  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel, 
and  if  we  are  to  continue  this  free  Gospel  to  the 
world,  the  laity  must  come  to  the  front  and  help 
the  earnest  preachers  to  make  it  free.  J.  H.  M. 


Numb 

PEARLS  AND  THE  V 

In  our  last  letter  we  referred  to  Ceylon  as  the 
land  of  pearls  and  precious  stones.  In  this  it  is 
our  purpose  to  have  something  to  say  about  pearls 
and  where  they  are  found. 

When  we  have  a  reference  in  the  Bible  to  pearls 
they  are  always  considered  as  having  great  value. 
The  Savior  tells  his  disciples  not  to  cast  pearls 
before  swine,  and  also  uses  this  jewel  to  illustrate 
the  great  worth  of  the  kingdom  of  God.*  Its  use 
as  an  ornament  for  the  body  was  so  common  in 
ancient  times  that  the  Divine  Mind  was  exercised 
to  prohibit  it  for  such  purposes.  Pearls  were  used 
also  by  the  scarlet  woman  as  one  of  her  principal 
decorations.f 

On  the  coast  of  Ceylon,  not  very  far  from  Co- 
lombo, are  to  be  found  the  celebrated  pearl  fish- 
eries of  the  island,  and  they  are  well  worth  a  visit. 
It,  however,  requires  strong  olfactory  nerves,  for 
the  stench  about  the  place  where  the  pearl  oys- 
ters are  opened  is  almost  unendurable. 

As  is,  no  doubt,  known  to  most  of  our  readers, 
the  pearl  is  found  in  the  oyster  of  that  name.  It 
was  at  one  time  thought  that  a  giain  of  sand 
placed  into  the  shell  of  the  bivalve  would  result  in 
a  pearl  being  formed,  but  this  view  is  not  now  held 
by  those  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  subject. 
The  pearl  is  found,  upon  examination,  to  have  a 
small  opening  in  the  center,  which  would  not 
be  the  case  were  a  grain  of  sand  introduced.  It  is 
now  generally  believed  that  an  insect  attacks  the 
shell,  bores  a  hole  through  it,  and  deposits  a  for- 
eign substance  of  vegetable  matter.  This  the  mol- 
Iusk  proceeds  at  once  to  cover  with  layer  after 
layer  of  a  pearl  like  substance  which  hardens  aft- 
er it  has  been  deposited.  The  vegetable  matter 
is  absorbed  and  thus  the  small  hollow  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  pearl  is  accounted  for.  The  matter  de- 
posited is  the  same  as  that  which  forms  "  mother 
of  pearl"  from  which  the  common  pearl  button 
is  made.  Year  after  year  the  layers  are  placed  on 
the   growing   pearl,   until   it   is   formed   in    all   its 


beauty. 

A  pearl  of  ''great  price  "  is  perfectly  round  like 
a  shot,  or  it  may  be  pear-shaped.  It  is  of  the 
most  delicate  texture,  free  from  speck,  flaw  or 
break.  In  color  it  is  almost  translucent  white; 
that  is  you  can  see  the  rays  of  light  through  it, 
but  cannot  distinguish  objects.  It  has  a  beautiful 
sheen,  giving  off  the  colors  of  the  rainbow.  A 
large-sized  pearl,  answering  this  description,  would 
bring  to  its  owner,  were  he  disposed  to  sell  it, 
a  large  sum  of  money, 

The  oyster  banks  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Government,  and  the'  proper  officers  determine 
when  the  fishing  shall  take  place.  When  the  time 
arrives  thousands  of  pearl  divers,  with  merchants, 
traders  and  jewelers,  crowd  the  shore  of  the  bay. 
The  divers  go  out  to  the  oyster  beds  in  small 
boats,  large  enough  to  carry  ten  men,  and  they  usu- 
ally work  in  pairs.  The  banks  are  from  eight  to 
twenty  miles  from  the  shore,  and  the  water  cov- 
ering them  is  from  forty  to  fifty  feet  deep.  It  is 
thought  that  the  oyster  produces  the  best  pearls 
at  from  four  to  seven  years  of  age. 

The  diver  goes  under  the  water  without  a  diving 
bell  or  clothing  of  any  kind.  He  has  a  basket  at- 
tached to  a  belt,  fastened  around  his  waist,  into 
which  he  throws  the  oysters  as  he  gathers  them 
from  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  He  is  armed  with  a 
short  spear,  with  which  he  repels  the  attacks  of 
the  sharks  and  other  large  fish  which  infest  the 
tropical  waters.  But  be  he  as  careful  as  he  may, 
many  a  poor  brown-skinned   diver    serves    as    a 


*  Matt.  7:6:  13:45- 
f  1  Tim.  2:  9;  Rev.  I 
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dainty   morsel    for   the   voracious   denizens   of  the 
deep. 

In  order  to  facilitate  his  descent,  a  stone  weigh- 
ing forty  pounds  is  attached  to  his  body  with  a 
strong  cord,  and  there  is  also  a  strong  rope  fast- 
ened to  him  so  that  he  can  be  drawn  up  with  his 
burden  by  his  companion  in  the  boat.  He  re- 
mains under  usually  from  a  minute  to  a  minute 
and  a  half,  and  is  then  drawn  up.  He  rests  a  short 
time  on  the  side  of  the  boat  and  then  goes  down 
again.  He  works  on  in  this  way  until  he  is  com- 
pletely exhausted,  and  then  his  companion  takes 
his  place,  and  he  remains  in  the  boat.  Some  of 
the  best  divers  remain  under  the  water  from  four 
to  six  minutes.  If  any  one  would  know  what  an 
exertion  this  requires,  let  them  suspend  breathing 
for  a  half  minute  and  they  will  have  a  practical 
test.  The  work  of  the  diver  is  very  exhausting, 
and,  as  a  rule,  they  are  a  short-lived  race. 

Generally,  the  fishing  goes  on  from  sunrise  un- 
til noon,  then  a  signal  gun  is  fired  and  the  boats 
are  rowed  ashore.  The  divers  are  very  closely 
watched  lest  they  secrete  pearls  in  their  mouths 
and  so  get  more  than  their  share.  The  oysters 
must  all  be  landed  at  the  government  storehouse, 
where  each  man's  catch  is  divided  into  three  heaps, 
care  being  taken  to  make  the  division  equal.  The 
Government  takes  two  of  the  piles  and  the  diver 
gets  one  for  his  share.  The  oysters  are  now  sold 
by  auction  to  the  dealers  who  are  present  in 
large  numbers,  the  price  secured  is  from  twenty 
to  thirty  rupees  per  thousand.  The  rupee  has 
about  the  same  amount  of  silver  contained  in  our 
half  dollar  and  ought  to  be  worth  as  much,  but  it 
has  depreciated  until  it  is  now  only  worth  about 
twenty-eight  cents.  The  diver  thus  gets  from  six 
to  eight  dollars  per  thousand  for  his  oysters. 

The  trader  into  whose  hands  the  oysters  now  fall 
takes  all  the  risk  of  finding  the  pearls,  and,  as  a 
rule,  he  reaps  a  rich  harvest.  The  oysters  are 
spread  out  in  the  hot,  tropical  sun  and  are  allowed 
to  remain  for  six  days,  when  they  are  easily 
opened.  The  pearl  finder  opens  each  one  careful- 
ly and  picks  out  all  the  pearls  he  can  find.  The 
rotten,  putrid  mass  is  then  laid  out  in  the  sun  to 
dry.  The  stench  arising  from  the  reeking  filth  is 
something  terrible,  and  very  few  strangers  can  en- 
dure it.  When  it  is  thoroughly  dried  it  is  rubbed 
fine  and  then  is  passed  through  sieves  of  different 
siies.  At  each  sifting  pearls  are  found,  and  after 
it  has  been  thrown  away  by  the  traders,  the  natives 
carefully  search  the  whole  mass  in  search  for 
smaller  pearls  that  may  have  passed  through  the 
smallest  sieve. 

The  shells  of  the  oysters  are  shipped  to  Europe 
where  they  are  manufactured  into  pearl  buttons 
and  various  ornaments.  The  Government  has  re- 
ceived as  much  as  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  privilege  of  fishing  the  oyster  beds  for  a 
single  season,  but  now  it  is  managed  as  has  al- 
ready been  described.  In  1891  the  income  to  the 
Government  from  the  pearl  fisheries  was  nearly 
one  million  rupees. 

The  Chinese,  as  early  as  the  thirteenth  century, 
introduced  foreign  substances  into  the  pearl  mus- 
sels which  abound  in  the  rivers  of  China,  and  thus 
facilitated  the  production  of  pearls.  This  led  to  a 
practice  on  the  part  of  the  priests  which  made 
stronger  than  ever  the  bonds  that  hold  the  ignor- 
ant masses  of  that  great  empire  in  superstition  and 
idolatry.  A  very  small  image  of  their  god  Bud- 
dha, seated  in  meditation,  is  cast  in  lead,  or  cut 
from  tin.  These  are  introduced  into  the  mussel. 
Sometimes  as  many  as  twenty  of  them  may  be 
seen  adhering  closely  to  the  shell,  covered  over 
with  the  pearl  substance.  They  are  beautiful  and 
have  all  the  appearance  of  natural  objects.  The 
ignorant  regard  these  as  miraculously  formed  im- 
ages of  Buddha,  and  priZe  them  Yery  highly  M 


amulets  and  charms.     So  in   all   countries  the  ig- 
norant are  the  dupes  of  designing  men. 

In  this  brief  sketch  we  have  sought  to  give 
our  readers  some  information  concerning  the  pro- 
duction of  pearls.  It  is  a  Bible  subject,  and 
while  there  are  interesting  facts  connected  with  it, 
there  remains  in  the  heart  of  the  writer  the  hope 
that  all  who  read  this  may  find  the  "  Pearl  of  great- 
est price,"  even  the  joy  and  comfort  that  comes 
from  a  full  assurance  of  our  acceptance  with  God. 


"lost 


'HOMELAND*  FAMILY**— 


So  tired,  I  fain  would  rest; 

But  Lord,  thou  knowest  bes 


I  will  toil  on  from  day  t 


day, 
ily  pray 


So! 


To  follow  thee, 
■cd;  my  friends  are  gone, 


And.  I  am  left  alone 

And  days  are  sad; 
Lord  Jesus,  thou  wilt  bear  my  load 
Along  this  steep  and  dreary  road, 

And  make  me  glad. 
So  tired;  yet  I  would  work 
For  thee,  Lord;  hast  thou  work 

Even  for  me  — 
Small  things,  which  others  hurrying  on 
In  the  blest  service  swift  and  strong 

Might  never  see? 
So  tired;  yet  I  might  reach 
A  flower  to  cheer  and  teach 
Some  sadder  heart; 
For  some  parched  lips  perhaps  might  bring 
One  cup  of  water  from  the  spring 

Ere  I  depart. 
So  tired;  yet  it  were  sweet 
Some  pattering,  tender  feet 
To  help  and  guide; 
My  little  ones,  whose  steps  are  slow, 
I  should  not  weary  them,  I  know, 

Nor  roughly  chide. 
So  tired;  Lord,  thou  wilt  come 
To  take  me  to  thy  home. 
So  long  desired; 
Only  thy  £race  and  mercy  send 
That  I  may  serve  thee  to  the  end, 
Though  I  am  tired. 

— Selected  by  Sarah  Spanogle. 

HOME. 

BV  MYKA  LliCKKONE. 

Of  all  places  on  earth  there  is  no  place  like 
home.  There  is  no  word  more  dear  to  us  unless 
it  be  "  mother."  It  is  the  Eden  of  earth  when  true 
love  reigns  there,  and  why  should  love  not  reign? 
There  can  be  no  reason  why  it  should  not.  It 
lives  and  thrives  equally  as  well  in  the  most  lowly 
cot  as  in  the  finest  mansion.  There  can  be  noth- 
ing gained  by  driving  love  away  and  showing  a 
pettish  and  complaining  spirit.  Such  a  disposi- 
tion and  spirit  at  best  can  only  add  trouble  and 


There  is  in  the  breast  of  every  child  a  feeling  of 
strong  attachment  to  the  place  where  first  he 
knew  and  loved  his  parents,  where  he  has  passed 
the  first  years  of  his  life  in  childish  amusements 

The  young  man  who  leaves  home  in  early  life 
to  roam  in  far-away  lands,  and  then  comes  to 
want,  like  the  prodigal  son,  is  sure  to  realize  his 
mistake  in  leaving  the  parental  roof.  Often  he 
yearningly  sighs,  'If  I  on,y  could  see  in  th 
home  of  my  childhood." 

Young  people,  and  even  children,  can  do  much 
toward  making  home  what  it  should  be.  Each  one 
can  add  somethmg  to  br.ghten  the  home  enjoy- 
ments. The  father  may  come  home  overburdened 
and  weary  with  the  labors  of  the  day,  while  the 
mother  may  have  been  worried  by  the  cares  of 
the  home.  They  need  sympathy,  they  need  smil- 
ing faces  to  meet  and  greet  them.  Who  can  do 
these  things  better  than  dutiful,  grateful  children? 
To  do  this  you  need  pot  fine  clothes,   fine  houses 

j  and  plenty  of  money,   a  mm  hMrt  ?nH  cfc    f  , 


spirit   is    all   that  is   necessary  to    make 
lowly  cottage   a   palace   of  love    and    emd,^"" 
While  in  the  palace  of  the  wealthy  often  dleTb"'' 
terness  and  misery,  in  the  humble  abode  m 
found  all  that  is  lovely  and  enjoyable. 

Since  all  homes  may  be  made  happy  and 
can  all  help  to  make  them  so,  should  we  not  n 
endeavor  to  do  our  part  in  making  them  haDn„> 
It  will  give  you  a  home  that  will  afford  ™ 
much  enjoyment  while  there.  It  will  gladden  your 
own  heart  as  well  as  the  hearts  of  those  around 
you.  Better  than  all,  it  will  make  for  you  a  horn 
to  which,  when  you  are  away  from  it,  you  can  a' 
ways  look  with  pleasure,  remembering  that  home 
is  home,  be  it  ever  so  homely. 

The  Christian  has  a  home  "over  there."  pa  1 
gave  up  all  for  Christ  that  he  might  gain  that 
home.  Our  conversation  is  in  heaven;  from  whence 
we  look  for  the  Savior,— the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
Paul  had  a  desire  for  a  better  home  than  this  earth 
could  afford.  Hear  him:  "We  are  confident,  I 
say,  and  willing  rather  to  be  absent  from  the  body, 
and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord."  2  Cor.  5;  jj' 
Solomon  was  forcibly  reminded  of  man's  leaving 
his  home  on  earth  and  going  to  his  long  home  be- 
yond.    Eccl.  12:  5. 

Jesus  told  his  disciples  he  would  go  to  prepare  a 
place  for  them.     Jesus  is  anxiously  waiting  for  the 
ransomed  of  the  Lord  to  come  home. 
"  Home,  home,  sweet,  sweet  home! 
Prepare  me,  dear  Savior,  for  glory,  my  home." 
Gkvfard,  Ohio. 


RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION  IN  THE  HOME. 

SELECTED   BY   MARTHA    HACK. 

The  statement  which  has  only  recently  been 
made,  that  more  young  men  go  into  our  jails  an- 
nually than  are  received  into  our  churches,  induces 
me  to  call  attention  to  the  necessity  of  early  relig- 
ious instruction  in  the  home.  There  is  a  sad  neg- 
:ct  there,  and  some  one  is  responsible  for  the  i 
led  condition  of  so  many  of  our  young  men: 
Not  only  is  the  neglect  manifest  in  the  young,  butr-' 
also  in  many  older  persons,  who  are  prominent  in" 
social  and  business  circles,  who  have  little  liking 
for  religion,  and  in  many  instances  a  positive  dis- 
like for  it.  We  are  more  and  more  convinced  of 
the  value  of  home  instruction  as  we  come  in  con- 
tact with  the  world,  and  see  how  selfish  men  are 
and  how  they  show  by  their  lives  that  there  has 
been  somewhere  a  neglect  in  their  training.  This 
work  of  instruction  belongs  especially  to  parents. 
They  can  instill  into  the  mind  as  no  one  else  can  the 
thought  of  God  and  a  sense  of  duty.  This  will  not 
be  a  difficult  task  if  commenced  early  and  the 
proper  course  taken.  The  child  is  very  quick  to 
lay  hold  of  the  idea  of  a  Father  who  loves  all  and 
rules  over  all.  Parents  are  very  apt  to  forget  that 
there  is  that  in  the  child  which  must  be  developed, 
and  which,  directed  early,  will  lead  to  a  life  of  obe- 
dience and  love. 

Just  as  it  is  impossible  to  have  a  strong  building 
without  a  good  foundation,  so  parents  need  not  ex- 
pect a  pure  religious  life  in  their  children  if  they  do 
not  lay  a  good  foundation  in  youth. 

It  is  then  that  the  mind  can  easily  be  impressed 
and  led  on  from  step  to  step  until  there  has  been 
gained  that  which  is  invaluable— a  good  character 
and  firm  trust  in  God.  Parents  should  feel  them- 
-Jlves  under  obligation  to  fill  the  minds  of  their 
children  with  the  great  thought  that  there  is  a  God, 
and  that  he  loves  them  and  has  a  warm  heart  for 
iem.  These  thoughts  take  hold  of  the  child  heart 
:ry  forcibly,  and  when  once  lodged  there  cannot 
easily  be  driven  away.  Like  the  clay  in  the  potter's 
hands  are  the  children  in  the  hands  of  the  parents. 
They  can  mould  them  as  they  will,  and  by  their  gen- 
ifluence  help  them  to  build  their  Christian  char- 
'•  Oh,  for  more  religious  instruction  at  home! 
ill  do  your  children  more  good  than  all  the  ma- 
terial wealth  you  can  bestow  upon  them.  But  if 
you  permit  the  golden  opportunity  to  pass  by,  and 
youth  is  gone,  then  all  your  efforts  may  be  in  vain. 
You   may  weep  hitter  tMtS   "f   repentanqe,  but 
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these  will  not  wash  away  the  consequences  of  your 
neglect. 

There  are  certain  specific  things  which  parents 
are  to  teach  their  children  in  order  that  they  may 
make  good  citizens  and  good  subjects  of  the  great 
King.  They  should  teach  them  to  pray.  Almost 
as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  speak  should  they  be 
taught  this  duty  and  pleasure.  It  is  something 
that  will  cling  to  them  through  life.  There  are  no 
memories  that  will  be  so  sweet  as  those  which  bring 
back  the  prayers  that  were  uttered  at  mother's 
knee.  Mother,  begin  this  task  early,  so  that,  when 
the  memory  of  your  child  wanders  back  into  the 
past,  it  will  go  into  a  land  of  sweetness,  whose  at- 
mosphere will  be  redolent  with  prayer.  If  you  fail 
to  do  this,  then  be  not  astonished  if,  in  after 
years,  your  children  lead  godless  and  indifferent 
lives. 

Then  there  should  also  be  regular  instruction 
in  the  Word  of  God.  There  are  stories  in  the  Bible 
more  fascinating  than  any  ever  told  by  man.  The 
young  mind  will  easily  lay  hold  of  these  and  assim- 
ilate them.  Starting  in  life  with  their  hearts  full  of 
the  Bible,  there  will  always  be  in  them  a  spring-like 
atmosphere,  and,  though  there  may  at  times  be 
clouds  in  their  sky,  yet  on  those  clouds  they  will  see 
the  bow  of  promise.  Neglect  not  this  duty.  While 
you  are  helping  them  you  are  helping  yourselves.  It 
is  a  sad  fact  that  parents  do  not  exercise  sufficient 
care  in  giving  their  children  right  principles.  There 
is  great  looseness  in  developing  the  ideas  of  hones- 
ty, firmness,  and  truthfulness.  The  opposite  of  these 
are  often  taught  by  example,  or  permitted  by  indul- 
gence. It  will  require  some  effort  to  give  the  prop- 
er training,  but  look  at  the  result.  Make  the  home 
instruction  what  it  should  be,  and  we  will  not  fear 

I  much  for  the  after-life  of  the  children.  Make  the 
fountain  sweet,  and  the  stream  will  be  pure. 
DRUDGERY. 
A  It  was  Jean  Paul  Richter  who  said  these  words: 
"I  have  made  of  myself  all  that  could  be  made  of 
ihe  stuff,"  and  the  more  one  thinks  of  those  words 
the  more  they  seem  to  mean.  Is  there  any  one 
~  of  us  who  can  honestly  say  these  words?  This 
world  would  be  a  very  different  place,  and  the  peo- 
ple in  it  would  be  another  and  a  higher  order  of 
beings,  if  every  one  could  say  truthfully  that  they 
had  indeed  "  made  the  most  of  the  stuff." 

'•  But  I  have  no  chance  to  make  the  most  of  my- 
selt,"  do  you  say?  "I  cannot  be  anything  but  a 
drudge,' doing  the  same  work  over  and  over  again 
every  day,  without  any  chance  to  develop  myself, 
or  improve  any  special  talent."  Why,  this  is  just 
what  will  help  us,  if  we  only  think  so,  this  very 
drudgery  about  which  we  are  prone  to  complain 
most  bitterly. 

In  the  first  place,  What  is  drudgery?  Webster 
says,  "A  drudge  is  one  who  works  hard,  or  labors 
with  toil."  I  hope  we  are  all  drudges  in  that 
sense,  and  we  shall  have  the  company  of  the 
greatest  people  in  the  world  in  our  drudgery,  for 
there  never  was  any  one  who  rose  to  greatness 
who  did  not  work  hard.  But  there  is  more  to  the 
definition:  "One  who  labors  hard  in  servile  em- 
ployment." That  does  not  sound  very  inviting,  I 
will  confess,  for  servile  is  not  a  very  pleasant 
word,  but  it  is  a  great  help  to  contentment  to  re- 
member that  nothing  need  be  servile  employment 
unless  we  choose  to  make  it  so,  and  the  most  de- 
lightful task  in  the  world  might  become  servile  if 
done  in  the  wrong  spirit.  Do  you  know  what 
thought  will  glorify  the  most  menial  employment? 
1  am  sure  that  into  many  minds  will  come  George 
Herbert's  beautiful  lines,  even  before  I  quote  them: 
"A  servant  with  this  clause 
Makes  drudgery  divine: 
Who  sweeps  a  room  as  for  thy  laws 
Makes  that  and  the  action  fine." 
Everything  is  royal  service  that  we  do  for 
our  K.ing,  and  l0Ve,  either  for  God  or  man,  will  so 
glorify  services  that  we  are  prone  to  call  drudgery 
that  we  will  count  it  only  a  joy  to  render  them. 

John  Tauler  says,  "There  is  no  work  so  small, 
no  act  so  mean,  but  that  it  all  come;  frnrn  Qod, 
and,  js  a.  spjcjai'gjft  from,  him,"- 


Dr.  Trumbull  says,  "  He  whose  work  is  only  for 
itself  and  himself,  will  find  his  best  work  drudgery. 
He  who  lives  and  labors  lovingly  for  Jesus  will 
make  all  drudgery  divine." — Scl. 
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Notes  by  the  Way. 

Our  meetings  closed  at  the  Sugar  Creek  church, 
III.,  yesterday,  with  a  very  good  interest.  This 
church  had  a  council-meeting  while  I  was  with 
them,  when  one  wandering  soul  was  restored  to 
fellowship.  Others  felt  the  need  of  a  Savior,  but 
are  waiting, — what  for  they  know  not.  We  had  a 
pleasant  love  feast  Sept.  IS  with  them,  which  all 
seemed  to  enjoy.  The  services  closed  at  7:  30  P. 
M.  The  feast  will  long  be  remembered  by  us. 
Ministers  from  Pleasant  Hill  and  Macoupin  Creek 
were  present  and  aided  much  in  the  work. 

We  stood  the  work  better  than  expected,  as  we 
were  not  at  all  well.  Out  health  improved  some 
while  preaching  every  night.  Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Sept.  21. 

A  Reminder. 

At  a  love  feast  a  sister  asked  the  writer  if  he  did 
not  notice  a  marked  departure  from  the  plain 
principles  of  the  Gospel,  as  taught  by  the  Breth- 
ren in  Annual  Meeting.  The  querist  also  referred 
to  the  effect  produced  on  the  minds  of  the  young 
brethren  and  sisters,  when  those  who  should  be 
ensamples  of  the  flock,  so  change  their  outward 
appearance  that  a  stranger  can  not  tell  them  from 
the  world. 

Let  us  be  careful  not  to  depart  from  the  old 
landmarks  and  established  rules  of  the  church! 
We  may  think  that  our  indifference  will  not  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  others,  but  how  about  going  into 
isolated  places,  where  the  plain  principles  of  the 
Gospel  have  been  taught  by  brethren  who  preach 
and  practice  non-conformity  to  the  world?  Can 
we  not  get  a  true  idea  of  the  situation,  and  the  ef- 
fect that  all  these  departures  will  have  on  others? 
A.  I.  Miller. 


From  Middletovr-n,  Ind. 

We  had  a  glorious  revival  here,  commencing 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  I,  and  closing  on  the  17th. 
The  meetings  were  held  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Murray, 
of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  who  preached  the  Word  with 
truth  and  power.  Five  were  buried  with  Christ 
in  baptism  and  one  returned  again  to  the  fold. 
Others  were  under  deep  conviction,  but  put  off  the 
good  work.  We  convened  Sept.  18  for  Commun- 
ion services,  which  were  greatly  enjoyed.  Several 
ministering  brethren  were  with  us.  Bro.  Isaac 
Billheimer,  of  Clinton  Mills,  Ind.,  came  to  us 
on   the    16th.     He   and    Bro.    Murray   left     us    for 


the 


homes    on    the 


ever  be 


rith 


some  minister 
could  be  done  here 
so  much  on  missioi 
meetings  we  ought  to  have.    When 
ircumstanced,  there  ought  to  bi 


19th.  These  meetings  will 
by  us.  If  we  could  have 
5  all  the  time,  great  good 
ro.  Hoover  has  to  be  gone 
rk  that  we  cannot  have  the 
hurch  is  so 
ekly  prayer 


meeting,  so  as  to  keep  the  good  work  moving. 

Florida  J.  E.  Green. 
Sept.  20. 

Thoughts  by  the  Wayside. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  29,  it  was  my  privilege  to 
visit  the  old  mother  church  of  the  Brethren,  in 
Germantown,  Pa.,  and  to  view  the  last  resting 
place  of  the  remains  of  Bro.  Alexander  Mack,  and 
many  of  the  old  patriarchs  of  our  church,  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining  the  Germantown  church. 

This  church  was  built  in   1770— thirty- five  years 

after  the  death  of  Brg.  Alexander  Mack,  Sen.,  but 


it  seems  strange  that  he  should  have  been  buried 
in  another  cemetery,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  -away  and 
remained  there  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  years, 
or  until  1S94,  and  that  the  expense  of  moving  the 
remains  was  borne  by  one  not  a  member  of  our 
church,  but  a  descendant  of  his,  a  Mr.  Davis,  who 
lives  in  California.  This  gentleman,  while  visiting 
the  old  ohurch  and  cemetery,  and  standing  by  the 
grave  of  Bro.  Alexander  Mack  II  (son  of  the 
first  minister  in  our  church)  talking  to  Bro.  G.  N. 
Falkenstein,  who  now  has  charge  of  the  Germantown 
church,  said,  "I  am  a  descendant  of  Alexander 
Mack  but  not  a  member  of  the  church."  Bro. 
Falkenstein  said,  "What  a  pity  that  his  remains 
are  not  buried  here  with  his  relatives?"  Mr.  Da- 
vis said,  "  Why,  this  has  always  been  pointed  out 
to  me  as  his  grave."  Bro.  Falkenstein  soon  con- 
vinced him  of  his  error,  by  referring  to  the  dates 
on  the  tombstone,  and  showed  him  where  Bro. 
Alexander  Mack,  Sen  ,  was  buried.  Mr.  Davis  at 
once  had  the  remains  removed  to  the  vacant  space 
(the  only  one)  in  the  lot  where  his  descendants  lie. 
Mr.  Davis  not  only  did  this  at  his  own  expense, 
but  had  the  lettering  of  the  other  tombstones  on 
the  lot  recut  deeper,  so  they  would  last  for  years. 

He  did  not  stop  at  this,  but  has  contracted  for 
the  erection  of  a  large,  commodious  church  build 
ing,  to  be  built  at  his  expense,  back  of  and  con- 
nected with  the  old  church,  built  in  1770,  The 
building  is  to  be  plain,  and  correspond  in  arch- 
itecture with  the  old  one,  which  is  to  remain 
as  it  is  and  to  be  used  as  a  vestibule  to  the  new 
church.  The  Primary  Department  of  the  Sunday 
school  will  also  occupy  the  old  church. 

One  of  my  objects  in  going  into  detail  about 
Mr.  Davis  doing  all  this  for  the  Brethren,  is  to 
show  that  the  Prethren  of  California,  who  have 
been  working  for  the  last  few  years,  and  are  still 
working  to  get  the  Annual  Meeting  to  California, 
from  a  strictly  mi.'sionary  standpoint,  know  where- 
of they  speak,  when  they  claim  there  are  many 
in  California  who  find  no  church  home  in  the 
fashionable  churches  of  to-day,  but  who  remember 
the  church  of  their  childhood,  back  in  their  old 
eastern  homes,  where  father  and  mother  used  to 
lead  them  every  Sunday,  and  where  they  heard 
those  good  old  tunes  sung,  that  their  mothers  loved 
to  sing  to  them  as  "lullabies,"  and  who  are  not 
ashamed  of  the  tears  that  run  down  their  checks 
when  they  hear  "  the  songs  their  mothers  used  to 
sing,"  and  who,  like  this  Mr.  Davis,  of  California, 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  contribute  of  their 
'•  millions  "  towards  spreading  the  Gospel  of  plain- 
ness, could  they  only  be  led  to  know  that  there 
still  is  a  church  that  believes  and  practices  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel,  such  as  they  heard  in  their 
childhood. 

Those  who  have  been  working  towards  securing 
the  Annual  Meeting  in  California  entirely  from 
this  standpoint,  feel  that,  with  God's  help,  many 
can  be  reclaimed  and  their  souls  saved  by  filling 
every  pulpit  with  a  good  speaker,  not  only  in  Los 
Angeles,  but  in  every  city,  town  and  village  with- 
in one  hundred  miles  of  Los  Angeles,  every  night 
during  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  following  it  up 
with  a  series  of  meetings  wherever  there  is  any 
interest  shown. 

By  having  all  this  work  done  under  the  super- 
vision of  our  General  Missionary  Committee,  as- 
sisted by  the  local  Missionary  Committee  of  Cali- 
fornia, they  feel  that  many  souls  can  be  saved, 
and  many  thousands  of  dollars  can  be  secured  for 
our  missionary  cause,  that  otherwise  will  go  into 
far  different  channels,  because  these  old  settlers 
of  California  think  the  religion  of  their  fathers 
and  mothers  has  become  extinct. 

Could  we  be  able  to  show  them,  as  this  Mr. 
Davis  was  shown,  that  there  still  exists  in  this 
land  of  Bibles  a  people  who  believe  and  practice 
the  ordinances,  as  delivered  by  the  apostles,  they 
would  come  forward  and  unite  with  us,  and  while 
we  cannot  get  them  to  come  east  and  visit  the  old 
Germantown  church,  as  Mr.  Davis  did,  we  can 
(if  the  Brethren  will  only  permit  of  the  holding  of 
the  Annual  Meeting  in  California)  carry  this  news 

tQ  them  at  the'r  9wn  doors  in  that  Golden  State. 
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Bro.  Daniel  Hays,  of  Virginia,  recently  said  at 
a  council-meeting,  held  near  New  Market,  Va.: 
"The  Brethren  of  California  can  testify  that  the 
way  to  do  good  missionary  work  is  for  the  Breth- 
ren to  emigrate  from  these  crowded  Eastern  States 
to  the  West,  and  carry  their  religion  with  them 
as  they  have  done  to  Kansas,  Nebraska,  North 
Dakota,  California  and  other  Western  States  and 
Territories,  for  by  this  means  they  gather  in 
those  who  have  strayed  away  from  their  early 
training,  and  also  those  who  have  never  united 
with  any  church,  because  they  know  not  of  this 
plain  people  (commonly  called  Dunkers)  but  as 
we  like  to  be  called,  Brethren." 

G.  L.  McDonaugh. 

42  South  Third  St.,  Philadelphia. 


From  Union  City,  Ind. 


We,  the  members  of  the  Union  City  church,  held 
our  quarterly  council  yesterday,  Sept.  19.  Ow- 
ing to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  attend- 
ance was  not  as  large  as  usual.  Visiting  ministers 
present  were,  Eld.  J.  Katherman,  Bro.  Derius  Over- 
holtzer  and  Bro.  B.  F.  Sharp.     A  call  was  made  for 
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r  esteemed  brethren, — Amos  Cook  and 
Solomon  Bollinper.  We  also  elected  our  Sunday 
school  Superintendents  for  the  winter  term.  Breth- 
ren James  Helman  and  Amos  Cook  were  re-elected. 
They  have  already  served  us  three  terms.  Their 
zeal  has  proved  them  efficient  workers  and  the 
school  feels  to  make  no  changes, 

Five  young  brethren  were  chosen  as  a  missionary 
soliciting  board.  They  were  instructed  to  enter 
upon  their  duties  at  once,  to  meet  the  urgent  de- 
mands made  by  the  Mission  Board  of  Southern 
Ohio,  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  many  Mace- 
donian calls.  The  undersigned  was  chosen  church 
correspondent. 

Sunday,  Sept.  20,  closed  our  Sunday  school  for 
the  summer  term.  Our  attendance  for  this  season 
was  good,  with  unusual  interest.  The  school  pre- 
sented a  New  Testament  to  each  pupil  of  the  pri- 
mary department,  as  a  memorial  of  their  Sunday 
school  work. 

Just  at  this  writing  our  father,  Eld.  W.  K.  Sim- 
mons, was  called  to  anoint  a  sick  sister, — Margaret 
Banta,— who  is  seriously  ill  with  lung  trouble. 

Esta  Simmons. 
Sept.  20. 

From  the  Northeastern  Kansas  Mission. 

The  mission  post  at  Clay  Center  has  been 
blessed  now  for  the  second  time  with  two  baptisms 
each  visit,  and  one  reclaimed.  The  sending  of  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  six  months  is  beginning  to 
tell.  Last  Sunday  I  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing 
two  whose  Gospel  Messenger  had  come  to  them 
free  for  two  months.  The  courtesy  of  the  church, 
and  the  way  God  blesses  her  with  means  to  spread 
the  Gospel,  build  meetinghouses  and  locate  mis- 
sionaries, without  dunning  every  congregation  we 
meet,  has  a  wonderful  tendency  to  give  decision 
of  mind  as  to  "which  is  the  right  church."  When 
John  the  Baptist,  in  prison,  heard  that  "to  the  poor 
the  Gospel  is  preached,"  that  ended  the  question, 
"  whether  this  be  the  Christ  or  do  we  look  for  an- 
other? " 

I  entered  a  popular  church  to  announce  the  be- 
ginning of  a  series  of  meetings  and  heard  it  said 
that  usually  they  hold  two  services  each  Sunday 
and  take  up  two  collections,  but  expecting  to  hold 
four  services  that  day,  they  would  take  up  four  col- 
lections. I  then  held  sixteen  services  and  took  up 
no  collection,  but  gave  a  short  lecture  on  the  sub- 
ject, telling  the  people  how  God  is  blessing  his 
children  in  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor,  and 
that  they  treat  them  with  Christian  courtesy. 

As  a  result  of  our  home  mission  work  many 
lambs  are  already  in  the  fold.  They  need  the  en- 
couragement of  the  older  members,  and  especially 
the  shepherds,  if  they  are  not  to  become  weary  in 
well  doing.  Let  a  hint  to  the  wise  suffice,  and  see 
that  the  isolated  lambs  of  the  fold  are  visited,  cher- 
ished and  nourished. 


I  would  yet  say  to  any  who  wish  to  attend  our 
Chapel  services,  in  the  penitentiary  at  Lansing, 
Kans.,  and  who  desire  to  visit  our  converted  breth- 
ren (prisoners),  that  all  such  visitors  may  meet  me 
at  the  deputy  warden's  office  at  10  o'clock  A.  M„ 
on  the  second  Sunday  in  October,  and  I  will  give 
them  all  necessary  introduction.  From  there  I  go 
to  Jingo  on  Monday  following,  the  Lord  willing. 
C.  C.  Root. 


Just  before  leaving  Iowa  I  visited  the  Mt.  Etna 
congregation,  in  Adams  County,  where  I  preached 
a  few  times.  The  Brethren  there  seemed  to  be 
alive  to  the  cause.  During  the  last  two  years  the 
church  has  been  very  much  revived.  A  good  Sun- 
day school,  all  the  year  around,  is  one  of  the  things 
to  be  commended,  and  the  brethren  seem  to  have 
the  good  will  of  the  people  of  the  town  and  com- 
munity. Their  services  are  largely  attended,  Sev- 
eral' young  ministers  at  this  point  are  earnestly 
pressing  into  the  work,  contending  for  the  truth, 
and  we  hope  to  hear  good  things  from  that  part  of 
the  Master's  vineyard. 

*  *  * 

At  another  point  in  Iowa, — at  Garrison, — where 
the  Brethren  have  moved  their  churchhouse  into 
town,  it  was  noticed  that  the  town  people  largely 
attend  the  Brethren  services.  At  that  point  there 
are  several  other  denominations,  having  church- 
houses  and  carrying  on  Sunday  schools,  but  I 
learned  none  are  nearly  so  large  as  the  school  of 
the  Brethren.  One  reason  assigned  for  this  is,  that 
in  the  popular  and  aristocratic  churches  children  of 
the  common  people  are  snubbed  because  their  ap- 
parel is  not  so  gaudy  and  up-to-date  in  fashion. 
In  the  Brethren's  Sunday  school  the  children  feel 
welcome  and  at  home.  Brethren,  who  say  there  is 
nothing  in  dress,  should  make  a  note  of  this,  and 
the  sisters,  too,  might  learn  a  lesson  in  regard  to 
putting  on  their  children  such  things  as  are  unbe- 
coming a  people  professing  godliness. 

It  was  the  common  people  who  heard  Christ 
gladly.  If  we  set  Christ  before  the  children  in  our 
lives,  as  a  Savior  th'at  was  meek  and  lowly,  not 
only  will  the  children  feel  welcome,  but  their  par- 
ents will  be  drawn  into  the  general  services  and  the 
common  people  will  thus  be  brought  to  Christ. 
Oh,  for  a  genuine  consistency  in  all  we  do  for  the 
cause  of  the  Master! 

On  the  morning  of  Aug.  26  we  arrived  in  the 
City  of  Denver,  Colo.  Twenty- three  years  ago  we 
first  set  foot  in  this  city.  It  then  was  but  a  small 
place;  now  it  is  a  city  of  about  125,000  souls.  We 
have  attended  services  several  times  with  the  mem- 
bers here.  Last  Lord's  Day  we  met  with  Bro. 
L.  R.  Peifer,  of  Hudson,  Iowa,  who  was  out  taking 
a  look  at  the  country  and  visiting  relatives.  He 
gave  a  good  talk  to  the  Sunday  school  and 
preached  at  night. 

The  mission  work  started  here  is  not  so  prosper- 
ous as  it  was.  It  is  not  a  good  policy  to  start  a 
work,  put  a  man  in  the  field,  build  up  an  interest, 
and  then  withdraw  or  cease  mission  help.  A  resi- 
dent minister  is  much  needed.  Just  where  the 
fault— if  any  is  to  be  pointed  out-lies,  we  are  not 
prepared  to  say.  There  is  an  earnestness  and  zeal 
among  the  members  here,  but  help  and  a  concen- 
tration of  work  is  needed,  characterized  by  unity 
and  love  for  the  cause.  If  all  the  well-to-do  con- 
gregations of  the  Brotherhood  would  respond  lib- 
erally to  the  call  of  the  General  Mission  Board,  the 
weak  and  struggling  bands  of  city  workers  and 
those  on  the  borders  would  be  generously  support- 
ed and  much  good  accomplished.        J.  S.  Flory. 

Denver,  Colo. 

From  Campbellsville,  Ky. 

Bro.  D.  E.  Cripe  and  I,  having  paid  the  annual 
v.s.t  to  our  members  at  Hodgensville,  Ky.,  we  as- 
sembled in  council  Sept.  19,  at  1:  30  P.  M.  We  had 
a   pleasant   council  with    the  members  assembled. 


All  business  that  came  before  the  meeting  U,7~T~ 
j      l    l  t        tit  s    as  dis- 

posed   of    harmoniously.     We    agreed    to  have 

Communion    in   the    near   future.     I    preacher!      ^ 

them  at  night,  and  on  Sunday  morning  at  1 1  a  M 

Sunday  night  I  preached  at  a  new  point,  about  te'! 


miles  distant,  to  a  good-sized  congregation  0 
made  application  to  unite  with  the  body  in  ^ 
near  future,  which  will  be  attended  to  at  our  n  t 
meeting. 

The  Campbellsville  church  has  appointed  h 
love  feast  for  Oct,  23,  to  which  we  kindly  extend 
an  invitation  to  our  brethren  and  sisters,  and  es- 
pecially ministers,  to  come  to  us,  and  add  to  th 
enjoyment  of  our  feast  by  giving  us  their  presence 
and  help.  This  will  also  afford  a  glimpse  at  our 
country  to  those  that  are  contemplating  a  chanee 
of  location. 

Our  field  of  labor  in  the  Master's  cause  is  widen- 
ing out.  New  points  are  opening  up  here  in  Ken- 
tucky. We  much  desire  that  some  of  our  minister- 
ing brethren  would  settle  near  Hodgensville,  Larue 
Co.,  Ky.  There  is  plenty  of  room  here  to  do  good., 
A,  S.  Culp. 

Sept.  21. 

From  the  West  Kingsley  Church,  Plymouth  Co.,  Iowa.. 

We  have  just  realized  another  refreshing  season 
Eld.  H.  R.  Taylor,  of  Deep  River,  Iowa,  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  in  this  church  to-night,  consist- 
ing of  sermons,  Bible  readings  and  chart  lectures. 
Sept.  6  was  our  quarterly  council.  Considerable 
business  came  before  the  meeting.  Bro.  Nicode- 
mus  is  our  delegate  to  District  Meeting.  Eld.  J.  W. 
Trostle  having  moved  away,  the  church  decided, 
by  unanimous  vote,  that  Eld.  A.  D.  Nicodemus 
take  the  oversight  of  the  Kingsley  church. 

Sept.  7  was  the  time  appointed  for  our  harvest 
meeting.  Bro.  Taylor  gave  a  sermon  along  the  line 
of  God's  ancient  people.  Our  next  National 
Thanksgiving  Meeting  is  to  be  an  offering  to  the 
Lord,  of  our  substance,  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  us. 

Sept.  12  was  our  love  feast  and  a  feast  of  love  f 
was.  Ministers  present  were  Eld.  D.  A.  MihW>al 
Abram  Buck,  Chas.  Maust,  F.  Lehman  and  Harry, 
Wingart.  f~ 

Two  precious  souls  were  received  by  baptism  to- 
day. Others  were  brought  near  the  kingdom,  and 
we  trust  they  will  soon  be  among  our  number. 

W.  C.  Lehman. 

Kingsley,  Iowa,  Sept.  20. 


Fiom  Grenola,  Kans. 


The  love  feast,  held  in  the  Grenola  congregation, 
on  the  night  of  Sept.  19,  was  truly  an  enjoyable 
feast.  About  sixty  communed.  Eld.  C.  Harader, 
from  the  Silver  Creek  congregation,  officiated. 
Eld.  G.  W.  Studebaker,  S.  Thompson  and  F. 
Ulrich,  of  Fredonia,  were  present  and  rendered 
very  acceptable  service.  The  church  unanimously 
agreed  to  hold  a  choice  for  a  minister.  The  lot  fell 
upon  our  young  brother,  Albert  Scoffer,  a  very  ex- 
emplary brother. 

Our  oldest  daughter  is  in  very  feeble  health,  and 
we  do  most  earnestly  request  an  interest  in  the 
prayers  of  the  people  of  the  Lord  in  her  behalf. 
.  Oct.  3  I  am  to  commence  a  protracted  meeting 
in  the  Fredonia  congregation,  and  continue  until 
Oct.  20.  Oct.  22  I  go  to  the  Parsons  church  to 
continue  until  Nov.  2.  Thence  I  go  to  the  Neosho 
church,  where,  from  Nov.  7,  I  expect  to  continue 
two  weeks.  All  this  we  will  do  if  the  Lord  will. 
W.  B.  Sell. 

Sept.  21. 

From  Astoria,  111. 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  another 
series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Solomon 
Bucklew,  of  Canton,  111.  He  began  preaching  Sept. 
7,  and  continued  until  the  23rd,  preaching,  in  »' ' 
twenty-two  soul-reviving  sermons.  Most  of  "" 
time  we  had  good  congregations,  and  good  °r°e 
prevailed  during  the  entire  meeting.  Two  Prec10"^ 
souls  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism 
two,  who  had  been  wandering  for  many  years 
turned,  rejoicing  in  the  hope  of  eternal  life 


and 


October  3.  l89D 

Sunday  afternoon,  Sept.  (3,  a  children's  meeting 
held,  which  proved  very  instructive  for  both 
old  and  young. 

Our  love  feast  occurred  on  the  evening  of  Sept. 
,  A  number  of  members  were  present.  Bro. 
Bucklew  officiated.  We  had  ministerial  help  from 
the  Woodland  church,  and  members  from  the  Cole 
Creek  and  Camp  Creek  churches  were  also  present. 
We  feel  that  the  cause  has  been  strengthened  and 
that  our  meetings  will  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the 
church.  We  are  very  much  impressed  that  it  is  by 
such  associations  that  we  receive  inspiration  that 
will  help  us  to  be  better,  nobler  and  truer  followers 
of  the  Lamb  of  Calvary. 

On  the  day  of  our  feast  an  election  was  held  for 
two  deacons.  Only  one,  however,  was  chosen,  the 
lot  falling  on  Bro.  T.  Price.  Mattie  Davis. 

Sept.  24- 
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Cornell,  111.— Our  quarterly  council  was  an  en- 
joyable one.  Bro.  Menno  Stouffer  is  our  elder,  and 
was  present.  He  preached  five  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons. Our  love  feast  will  be  held  Oct.  17.  Serv- 
ices will  begin  at  4:30  P.  M.  We  are  few  in  num- 
ber, and  we  would  like  if  ministers  would  come  and 
preach  for  us,  especially  at  the  time  of  our  Com- 
munion.— D.  Heckman,  Sept.  22. 

Rising  City,  Nebr.— Bro.  C.  B.  Smith,  our  State 
evangelist,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Greenleaf  M.  E.  church,  Aug.  23,  and  continued 
two  weeks.  We  had  very  good  meetings  and  a 
great  interest  was  taken  in  the  work.  Three  pre- 
cious souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side;  two  have 
already  been  baptized,  and  we  hope  that  many 
more  will  come.  The  seed  has  been  sown,  and 
God   only   knows  what   the   harvest  will   be.     We 
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:  for  our  Communion  for 
>  are  to  begin  at  4  P.  M. 
neetings  previous  to  the 


1  return  to  us  again.- 


Hadly  Creek  Church,  111.— We  held  our  . 
Sept.   14.     Not   much   business    came    befo 
meeting.     We  set  the 
Oct.  10.     Evening  se: 
We  will  have  a  series 
feast.— B.  F.  Britt. 

Pine  Grove  Church,  Pa.— Bro.  Hiram  Forney,  of 
Milford,  Ind.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at 
the  above-named  church  Sept.  5,  and  continued  till 
Sept.  19,  preaching,  in  all,  eighteen  soul-cheering 
sermons.  Three  precious  souls  were  made  willing 
to  forsake  sin  and  follow  the  meek  and  lowly  Mas- 
zt.—  Wm.  H.  Blough,  Slantons  Mill,  Pa.,  Sept.  ig. 
North  Manchester  Church,  Ind— Our  Commun- 
jn  meeting,  held  Sept.  18,  was  a  feast  of  love  in- 
leed  and  in  truth.  The  congregation,  though 
large,  was  well  behaved.  The  ministerial  force  was 
strong.  Among  those  present  was  our  dear  elder, 
•  Enoch  Eby,  from  Kansas,  who  officiated  at  the 
vening  service.  A  peculiar  feature  of  the  meeting 
was,  that  many  more  sisters  communed  than  breth- 
ren.— D.  C.  Cripe,  Sept.  22. 

Cottonwood  Church,  Kans.— We  met  in  council 
Sept.  19.  Very  little  business  came  before  the 
meeting.  Our  new  churchhouse  is  to  be  dedicated 
on  Sunday,  Nov.  1.  Our  love  feast  will  be  held  the 
next  day,  Monday,  Nov.  2,  and  the  meetings  will 
continue  for  two  weeks.  The  brethren  and  sisters 
will  be  gladly  welcomed.  Two  have  been  added  to 
our  number  by  baptism  since  last  reported. — Mary 
Burnett,  Dunlap,  Kans.,  Sept.  22. 

Birmingham,  Iowa.— Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison 
commenced  meetings  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  church 
:Sept.  1  and  closed  Sept.  20.  Owing  to  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather  he  was  not  permitted  to  preach 
every  evening,  and  the  crowds  were  not  so  large  as 
they  would  have  been,  had  it  been  pleasant.  Al- 
though there  were  no  immediate  accessions,  we 
think  much  good  seed  was  sown,  and  sinners  were 
warned  to  flee  the  wrath  to  come. — H.  B.  Johnston, 
Sept.  20. 

Pyrmont,  Ind.— On  Saturday,  Sept.  12,  we  met  in 
quarterly  council.  Some  general  business,  and  also 
some  work  preparatory  to  our  Communion,  came 
before  the  meeting.  Eld.  D.  C.  Campbell  was  with 
us  and  preached  for  us  in  the  evening  and  on  Sun- 
day morning.  Bro.  D.  B.  Gibson  is  holding  a  short 
series  of  meetings  for  us.  He  commenced  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th,  and,  the  Lord  willing,  he  will 
preach  for  us  every  night  until  after  our  love  feast, 
which  occurs  on  the  26th.— John  Deal,  Sept.  20. 

Leonard,  Mo.— Eld.  P.  E.  Whitmer  just  closed  a 
two  weeks'  meeting  in  our  congregation.  Unfortu- 
nately, and  seemingly  unavoidably,  these  meetings 
were  divided,  closing  with  one  week's  meeting  and 
feast  at  Steffenville.  The  feast  was  the  most  en- 
joyable held  for  many  years.  The  good  interest 
and  feeling  that  prevailed  at  these  meetings,  among 
all  classes,  showed  that  the  Gospel  can  be  preached 
so  as  not  to  offend,  and  yet  the  truth  may  be  rivet- 
ed upon  the  consciences  of  all  present.—/.  A.  Lapp, 
Sept.  22. 


hope  that  Bro.  Smith  will  s 
Lillie  Rasp. 

Wolf  River  Church,  Kans.— We  held  our  love 
feast  at  this  place  Sept.  19  and  20.  We  had  one  to 
unite  with  us  by  baptism,  hoping  there  will  be 
many  more  before  another  feast.  Elders  Hooper 
and  Yoder  were  our  ministers.  They  made  feet- 
washing  and  the  Lord's  Supper  so  plain  to  us  that 
a  little  child  could  understand.  There  had  been  a 
call  for  another  deacon,  and  we  had  an  election  on 
Saturday,  resulting  in  a  tie  between  Bro.  John  Root 
and  Bro.  Monroe  Racus.  That  gave  us  two  dea- 
cons instead  of  one. — Lizzie  Shulz. 

South  Beatrice  Church,  Nebr.—  This  church  met 
in  quarterly  council  Sept.  19.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of,  we  think,  in  a  Christian-like  manner. 
Our  Communion  was  appointed  for  Oct.  9.  All 
will  be  welcome  that  can  be  with  us.  Brethren 
Uriah  Shick  and  Noah  Neher  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  District  Meeting.  Our  Sunday  school  has 
been  very  interesting  this  summer,  with  Bro.  Perry 
Overleece  as  Superintendent,  and  sister  Mary 
Frantz,  Assistant.     Bro.  Hutchison  preached  for  us 
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vere  much  refreshed,  re- 
ir  dear  brother,  John  J. 
One  precious  soul  was 
and  walk  evermore  with 


strengthe 


ade  glad  by  a 


about  a  month  thi 
couraged,  and  nil 
Lydia  Bell,  Hamilton,  Nebr. 

Canon  City,  Colo.— We 
cently,  by  a  visit  from   o 
Hoover,  of  Macon,  Colo, 
buried  in  baptism,  to  arise 
Christ.     May  our  lamps  bu 
ness,  now  that  we  are  th 
couraged!    On  the   15th  v 
visit  from  brother  and  sister  Wallingford 
ily,  and  sister  Evans,  of  Montevista.    The 
ence  among  us  was  a  heavenly  feast  to  ou 
We  feel  glad  for  these  precious  seasons  of  refresh- 
ing, without  which  we  should  become  very  lonely 
and  weak.— Nancy  D.  Undcrhill,  Sept.  ig. 

Mount  Hope  Church,  Okla.  T.— This  church  met 
Sept.  19,  in  council.  Our  Sunday  school  was  re- 
organized, with  Bro.  J.  H.  Brubaker,  Superintendent. 
There  being  some  important  work  for  us,  our  elder, 
J.  O.  Brubaker,  called  to  his  assistance  Eld.  Samuel 
Edgecomb,  who  presided  at  the  meeting.  He  did 
his  work  well.  Some  of  the  work  was  not  so  pleas- 
ant, but  the  church  tried  to  do  her  duty.  Through 
the  wise  management  of  Eld.  Edgecomb  everything 
has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted  here.  We  are  all 
from  different  parts  of  the  Brotherhood;  hence  the 
importance  of  ruling  in  harmony  with  the  general 
order  of  the  church.—/.  A.  Lar.dis,  Acton,  Okla.  T. 

Parlin,  Colo. — Mr.  Caufman,  of  Ohio  City,  eight 
miles  distant  from  here,  has  been  sending  us  the 
Gospel  Messenger  for  the  last  five  years,  and  it 
now  is  a  welcome  paper  in  our  house,  so  much  so 
that  I  wish  it  would  come  oftener.  Having  been 
an  unbeliever,  I  can  see  in  another  light  the  Gospel 
set  forth  in  the  Messenger.  I  differ  from  F.  W. 
McCanon,  of  Iowa,  in  regard  to  the  Sacred  Record, 
for  I  accept  it  as  written.  I  formerly  looked  upon 
the  matter  the  same  as  he  does,  and  got  farther  in 
the  dark,  but,  thanks  be  to  God,  that  he  at  last 
opened  my  eyes!  My  wife  and  I  will  unite  with 
the  church  as  soon  as  some  one  will  come  to  us,  to 
take  us  in.  We  ask  the  prayers  of  all,  that  we  may 
be  faithful  to  God!-; John  Gunther. 


Seneca  Church,  Ohio. — The  members  met  in 
council  Aug  29,  All  business  was  pleasantly  dis- 
posed of.  In  the  afternoon  a  harvest  meeting  was 
held,  after  which  about  ten  dollars  was  contributed 
to  the  mission  cause.  Saturday,  Sept.  12,  we  held 
a  Communion  meeting.  About  fifty  members  took 
part  in  the  evening  services.  Ministers  present 
from  a  distance  were,  Eld.  I,.  H.  Dickey,  J.  C.  Wit- 
more,  J.  B.  Light,  David  Wise,  Peter  Heifer  and 
L.  Feikner.  A  series  of  meetings,  commencing  in 
December,  will  be  held  at  the  Richmond  church.— 
Floy  Walker,  Bloomville,  Ohio,  Sept.  16. 

Hartford  City,  Ind.— Eld.  D.  L.  Miller  has  just 
closed  a  series  of  Bible  Land  talks  in  our  city.  He 
came  to  us  Sept.  5,  and  remained  with  us  until  the 
14th.  He  gave,  in  all,  ten  Bible  Land  talks  and 
four  soul-cheering  sermons.  On  Sunday  afternoon 
we  had  a  children's  mission  meeting,  and  had  the 
children  bring  an  offering,  which  resulted  in  S6.56. 
The  total  amount  raised  for  the  mission  work  from 
these  meetings  was  S61.12.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
the  15th,  we  drove  over  to  the  Mississinewa  church, 
where  Bro.  Miller  preached  a  missionary  sermon  at 
10  A.  M.  to  a  large  congregation.  In  the  evening 
he  gave  a  Bible  Land  talk  to  a  crowded  house, — 
perhaps  800  people.  At  the  close  a  collection  was 
taken,  with  a  result  of  S17.50  for  the  mission.— 
L.  Winklebleck,  Sept.  17. 

Fort  Worth,  Tex.— Sept.  5  and  6  I  preached 
three  sermons  at  Avondale,— a  place  where  the 
Brethren  had  never  preached  before.  A  man,  who 
had  been  baptized  by  single  immersion,  made  ap- 
plication for  membership.  Prospects  are  good  at 
this  place.  Last  Sunday  I  preached  at  Haslet 
(Blue  Mound  church)  to  large  and  attentive  con- 
gregations, when  we  administered  baptism  in  the 
presence  of  a  very  large  crowd,  who  had  never  be- 
fore witnessed  a  baptism  administered  by  trine 
immersion.  Almost  daily,  while  distributing  tracts, 
I  meet  many  persons  who  never  heard  of  such  a 
people  as  the  Brethren.  Texas  is  a  large  mission 
field,  but  the  few  ministers  here,  and  some  who  are 
not  ministers,  are  faithful  workers,  and  the  cause  is 
prospering.  We  need  more  ministers  and  the 
prayers  and  sympathies  of  the  Brotherhood.—/.  F. 
Neher. 

Shoal  Creek  Church,  Mo.— We  met  in  quarterly 
council  Sept.  5,  1896.  Our  elder,  C.  Holderman, 
was  with  us;  also  Eld.  William  Harvey  and  Bro. 
Isaac  Harader.  The  business  before  the  meeting 
was  disposed  of  in  a  very  pleasant  manner.  Bro. 
I.  G.  Harris  was  forwarded  to  the  full  ministry. 
Our  church  is  still  prospering  nicely,  with  two 
additions  by  baptism,  which  makes  nineteen  ad- 
ditions during  the  last  year, — nine  by  baptism 
and  ten  by  letter.  We  decided  to  have  our 
Communion  Nov.  6,  commencing  at  3  P.  M„  at 
which  time  Bro.  Wm.  Harvey  expects  to  be  with  us 
and  hold  a  series  of  meetings.  We  have  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday,  and  Bible  meetings  every 
Wednesday  night,  conducted  by  Bro.  T.  A.  Robin- 
son, which  is  much  appreciated  by  those  desiring 
more  light  in  the  Scripture.— EnosJ.  Rcece,  Grange- 
ville,  Mo.,  Sept.  ig. 

Lanark,  111.— The  church  here  has  just  closed  a 
very  pleasant  series  of  meetings,  of  nearly  four 
weeks'  duration,  with  a  very  solemn  and  impressive 
love  feast  last  night.  During  the  meetings  seven 
were  baptized  and  one  applied  for  re-instating. 
Our  ministerial  force  was  quite  strong  at  the  love 
feast.  Eld.  Wm.  Eisenbise  officiated  in  a  very  im- 
pressive manner.  Elders  J.  H.  Moore,  Jos.  C.  Lah- 
man,  Henry  Martin,  David  Rowland  and  other 
ministers  were  present.  Eld.  J.  C.  Lahman  remains 
over  Sunday.  He  is  to  talk  to  us  about  Jerusalem 
to-night.  One  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  love 
feast  was  the  manner  in  which  it  was  closed.  The 
tables  were  all  allowed  to  remain  until  morning; 
thus  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion  was  not  marred 
by  the  usual  dish-washing,  etc.,  but  a  hymn  was 
sung  and  all  departed  in  peace.  In  the  morning  we 
met  and  took  care  of  the  remaining  food  and  ar- 
ranged the  house.  I  believe  better  results,  follow 
such  conduct  than  when  the  work  of  cleaning  op  is 
soon  entered  into.—/,  Bennett  Trout,  Sept.  26. 
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Naperville,  111. — The  church  here 
met  in  council  Sept.  19,  to  transact 
business  lor  the  Lord.  Permission 
was  granted  the  Brethren  at  Batavia 
to  organize  a  church  at  that  place 
Oct.  3,  with  nineteen  members. — Har- 
vey M.  Birkdoll. 

Pleasant  Dale,  Ind.— The  Bread  of 
Eternal  Life  was  broken  to  us  by  Eld. 
J.  F.  Spitzer,  who  came  here  Aug.  27, 
and  preached  twenty-one  soul-cheering 
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willing   to    be    buried    with    Christ    in 
baptism.— H.J.  Billing,  Sept.  17. 

Delaplaine,  Ark.— I  came  here  Sept. 
15,  and  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings  next   day.     There   are   only   five 
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neetings.     The  doctrine 
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of  the  Brethren  church  is  new  here. 
It  is  probably  the  first  meeting  ever 
held  in  this  County  by  the  Brethren.— 
Aaron  Mots,  Lundess.  Ind.,  Sept.  jy. 

Clear  Creek  Church.  Ind.  —  Our 
Communion  was  held  Aug.  22.  Wi 
had  quite  a  storm  in  the  evening 
which  did  some  damage  and  kept  man) 
away,  still  we  had  an  enjoyable  Com 
munion.  The  ministerial  help  frotr 
abroad  were  brethren  Neff,  Wright 
Ullery,  Krider,  Ahner  and  Bolinger 
Bro.  Neff  officiated.->/m  H.  Christian, 
Roanoke,  Ind. 

Bellevue,  Idaho.— A  few  members 
are  scattered  through  Southern  Idaho. 
We  feel  as  though  we  were  as  lost 
sheep  without  a  shepherd,— a  feeder 
to  look  after  the  scattered  ones  of  th 
flock,  that  they  may  be  fed  with  the 
Bread  of  Life,  which  we  do  so  earnest 
ly  desire.  I  hope  that  the  Brethren 
will  not  neglect  us  in  this  missionary 
>ffort.—  G.  W.FansUr. 

Mississinewa  Church,  Ind. 
L.  Miller,  after  closing  a  serie 
tures  at  Hartford  City,  gave  c 
illustrated  •■  Bible  Land  Talks"  to  an 
appreciative  audience  of  about  seven 
hundred    or   more.     A    collection    for 
the  mission,  of  S17.50  was  taken.     Bro. 
Daniel  Garver,  of  Farmersville.  Ohio, 
will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  24, 
and  continne  over  our  teas',  Nov.  6.— 
Calvm  W.  Hook-,  Stockport,  Ind. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.-In  our  last  report 
we  spoke  of  having  our  love  feast  June 
20,  bu:  did  not,  on  account  of  getting 
no  ministerial  help.  Sept.  5  we  held 
our  quarterly  council.  We  did  not  get 
all  of  our  business  done,  on  account  of 
our  elder  not  being  able  to  be  with  us. 
Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  came  to  us  Sept.  14 
and  held  seven  meetings.  The  attend- 
ance was  not  very  good,  on  account  of 
sickness.— D.  M.  Ross,  Sept.  ij. 

Strait  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— The 
members  of  the  Strait  Creek  church 
held  their  harvest  meeting  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  13.  After  Sunday  school,  in  the 
morning,  the  writer  preached  a  harvest 
sermon  from  Deut.  8:  18.  Eld.  W.  Q. 
Calvert  then  made  a  few  remarks,  and 
gave  an  opportunity  for  all  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  mission  cause.  Something 
over  three  dollars  was  given  for  the 
home  mission  fund  of  the  Southern 
D  strict  of  Ohio.  Most  of  the  people 
took  dinner  in  the  shade  at  the  rear  of 
the  church.  Eld.  W.  Q.  Calvert 
preached  a  stirring  sermon  in  the 
afternoon,  from  the  text,  "  Whatsoever 
a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 
—Albert  P.  Reed,  Elmville,  Ohio. 


Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Our  quar- 
terly council  occurred  Sept.  10  It 
was  decided  to  organize  a  Bible  class 
in  the  near  future,  which,  we  think, 
will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  church, 
especially  the  young  members.  Be 
fore  council  meeting  two  more  wer< 
added  to  the  fold,  making  a  total  o 
five  since  my  last  report. —  W.  B.  Dai 
ley,  Peru,  Ind.,  Sept.  i!. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— Sept.  8  we  began 
preaching  at  Arcadia,  Valley  County. 
Owing  to  much  sickness  in  tne  com- 
munity our  meeting  closed  the   14th. 
In  company  with  Bro.  D.  M.  Ross  we 
drove  across  the  country,  a  distance  of 
thirty-five  miles,  to  Custer  County,  in 
unds    of    the    Muddy    Valley 
Here  we  met  a  little  band  of 
iod's  children      We  exptct  to  labor 
until   the   18th,  at  which  time  we 
will  turn  our  faces  homeward.     Nearly 
a  month  has  passed  since  we   left  the 
dear  ones  at  home.  —  C.  B.  Smith,  Sept. 
>7- 

Weatherford,  Tex.  —  Bro.  K.  G. 
Tennison.  though  young  in  the  m 
try,  is  alive  to  the  cause  and  is  ma 
many  fiiends.  Recently  we  had 
additions  by  baptism.  One  of  them 
had  formerly  lived  here,  but  moved  to 
a  place  forty  miles  distant,  where  the 
doctrine  of  the  Brethren  was  but  little 
known.  The  seed  sown  in  his  heart 
took  root,  and,  after  two  years'  ab- 
:,  he  returned  and  was  biptized 
We  have  two  more  applicants  for  bap- 
tism, which  are  to  be  attended  to  on 
the  third  Sunday  of  this  month.  We 
would  he  glad  if  some  of  the  brethren 
could  come  among  us  and  preach.—/?. 
Rainy  ater,  Spt.  ly. 

Rockingham,  Mo.  -Our  District  was 
well  represented  at  our  Ministerial  and 
District    Meetings    Sept.    .7    at 
nearly  all  of  our  ministers  being 


Covert,  Kans.— I   came    here    with 
brethren  Isaac  S.  Larew  and   George 
Ackley,  of  Portis,  Sept.  12.     We  had  a 
meeting  in  a  schoolhouse,  three  miles 
northwest,  the  same  evening.     We  had 
services  next  day  at   11   A.   M  ,  with 
the  house  full  and  others  outside  on 
vehicles,   near  the  door,  giving  close 
attention.    Two  women  came  forward 
for  fellowship,  and,  as  we  left  at  once, 
others  said  they  would  also  secure  the 
second  rest  of  Matt.  11:  29     The  field 
is  ripe  for  the  harvest,  and  we  pray 
that    our    brethren   at   Portis   may  at 
once  go  to  help  gather  it.     The  entire 
neighborhood  seemed  awakened  to  the 
peace  of  Je-us.     We  were  compelled 
to  leave  for  Ouinter,  Kans  ,  immediate- 
ly —M  M.  Eshelman. 
Clarkson,   Okla.   T.— The   members 
the  Paradise  Prairie  church   met  in 
luncil  Sept.  12.     N,  arly  all  the  mem- 
bers  were   present.     All  the  business 
was    disposed    of   in    a  very   pleasing 
er.     The  most  important  was  the 
Dn  of  a  minister  and  two  deacons. 
J    C.  Neher  was  chosen  to  the 
ministry,    and    brethren    Geo.   Rench 
and  John  Cox  as  deacons.     The  deacon 
brethren  were  duly  installed.     Broth- 
er and  sister  Neher  were  not  present, 
having  been  called  to  Kansas  on  the 
sickness  and    death  of  sister  Neher's 
father.    Eld.  Samuel  Edgecomb  and  A. 
W.  Austin  and  wife,  were  with  us  and 
assisted   our   elder,   Jacob  Appleman. 
They  remained  with  us   until  Sunday, 
g  Saturday  night,  and 
Sunday   at    11   A.  M.     They  gave   us 
very  good   instruction,  which,   I   hope, 
ry  profitable  to  all.     On  Sunday 
night  Eld.  J.  Appleman  gave  us  a  very 
discourse.     We  much  appreciate 
meetings. .  This  church   decided 


EBERSOLE.-In  the  WcodbuT^ 
Sept.  4,  .896,  Clara  Ann  Ebersole  da,,.?"'*' 
George  and  Nancy  Ebersole.  aee'd  "8  '"  <* 
and  24  days.  Funeral  services  by  eld  ™0°'hs 
Brown  and  J.  B.  Miller  from  Rev.  ,2:5  l  K' 
J.  C.  Stayer 

WILSON.-I„  ,he  Cheyenne  church  n. 
enne  Co.,  Kans.,  Sept.  6,  1S06  sister  s,  \  S'' 
(Miller)  Wilson,  aged  44  years an"  7  m^" 
Deceased  was  born  in  Rand„lph  Coa  ""i*4 
Feb.  6,  .852.  She  was  married  to  Sa '  '  "J" 
Wilson  June  2,  ,872.  She,  with  her TI  I 
moved  to  Saline  County,  Nebr..  wher,  "l"' 
united  with  ,he  Brethren's  church  in  ,„"'„*< 
18S4.    They  moved 
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growing  in  interest 
Brethren  A.  C  Wieand  and  Peter 
Whi'mer,  of  Kansas,  were  with  us  ant 
gave  us  some  good  thoughts  Ou 
District  Meeting  chose  Bro.  Davit 
Hildebrand  to  represent  us  on  Stand 
ing  Committee.  Bro.  Wleand's  meet 
ings  began  Friday  night.  The  Breth 
ren  here  have  had  prayer  meeting 
each  night  for  one  week  prior  to  these 
eetings,  and  I  believe  the  interest  is 
good  to  begin  with.—/.  H.  Shirky, 
Sept.  iq. 

Salimonie  Church,  Ind.  — The  mem- 
bers of  this  church  held   their  harvest 
eeting   Aug.    29.     There   were  short 
talks  in  the  forenoon  and 
noon.     About  three  houi 

ssionary     talks.      Sister     Alice 
,  of  Chicago,  was  with  us.     We 
jain  at  7:  30  P.  M.,  and  were  ad- 
dressed by  sister  Boone.     This  closed 
day's    work.      Next     day    being 
Day,  we  had  arranged  to  have 
n's   meeting.      The    attendance 
was  large  on  the  part  of  both  young 
and  old,  and  the  practical  lessons  pre- 
sented by  sister  Alice  were  good  for 
all.     Sister  Boone  gave  the  children  a 
talk  at  our  Loon  Creek  house,  at  7- 30 
P.  M.     Our  council  was   held  Sept.  6. 
Everything  passed  off  pleasantly.    We 
held  two  short  series  of  meetings  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  our  congre- 
gation.    We    had    preaching   by   Bro. 
Spitzer,  which  resulted  in  six  bap- 
tized.   All  are  good,  substantial  mem- 
bers— 0.  C.  Ellis,  River,  Ind.,  Sept.  18. 


hi  Id,-. 


No 


We 


nd  lo 
good  neighbor,  a  faithful,  c 
hrisuan,  loved  by  all  who  knew  1 

C  H.  Super. 
STRAYER.-In   the  Johnstown    congrega. 


tion,  Aug 
daughter  ( 
Strayer,  aj 


f  Bn 


8q6,  of  scarlet  fev, 
Ephraim  and  ^ster  Hannah 

nths  and  q  days. 
S.  Blough  (rom 

A.  J.  Strayer. 


by 


METZGAR.-I,,  the  Johnstown  congrega- 
'."'n.'  .P.a"  ^^  27,  ,8g6'  of  scarlet  fever.  Win- 
n  of  Bro.  Milton  and  sister  Liz- 


ford  Me 
Me 


pect  to  have  a  series  of  meetings,  c 
mencing  Dec.  5,   to   be  conducted   by 
I.  H.  Crist  —  Kate  M.tzler,  Sept.  iq. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 
Southeastern  Kansas. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  the  M 
terial  Meeting  of  Southeastern  District 
Kansas,  to  be  held  in  the  Osage  church,  C, 
ford  Co.,  Kans.,  Oct.  30.  1896,  at  9  A  M.: 

1.  "  What  do  we  Understand  by  Chris 
Perfection? "— M.  O.  Hodgden. 

2.  "What  does  Consecration  Imply?"— 
leb  Fogle. 

"  How  should  the  Brethren  Deport  Them- 
is in  Business  Mailers  before  the  World 

— C.  M.  Vearout. 

"  What  are  the  Duties  of  the  Deacons? " 

J.  H.  Nelier. 

mmittee  on  Program, 

J.  H.  Neher, 


Sal 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


BODEY.-In  the  Walnut  church,  Marshall 
).,  Ind.,  Aug.  30,  1896,  Ralph  Bodey,  son  of 
rley  and  sister  Mary  Bodey,  and  grandson  of 
Bro.  Jacob  and  sister  Sarah  Rohrer,  aged  2 
<rs,  3  months  and  8  days.  He  leaves  father, 
ther  and  one  brother  to  mourn  the  loss  of 
;  they  loved  so  well.  He  was  laid  away  to 
t  on  Monday,  in  the  Brethren's  gi 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Sellers, 

Emma  Swihart. 
WITTERS.— In  the  Woodbury  church  Bed- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  July  9,  ,896,  sister  Susan  Witters 
wife  of  Bro.  Samuel  Witters,  aged  44  years  g 
nd  7  days.    She  leaves  a  husband 
hildren.    Funeral  services  by  elders 
d  J.  B.  Miller  from  Isa.  6a:  6 


eyard, 


and  five 
J.  K.  Bi 
We  all  do  fade 


1  leaf." 


J.  C.  Stave 


_  1  2  years,  I  month  and  27 
days.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  A.  Fyock, 
from  Mark  101  13.  A.  J.  Strayer. 

CAMP1!ELL.-In  the  Johnstown  congrega- 
tion,  Pa,  June  27,  1896,  Jesse  Chalmer,  son  of 
Bro.  Amos  and  sister  Elizabeth  Campbell, 
aged  5  months  and  3  days.  Funeral  services 
by  Bro.  G.  S.  Rairigh.  A.  J.  Strayer. 

SENSENBAUCH.— In  the  Oakley  church, 
Macon  Co.,  111.,  Sept.  10,  of  brain  fever, 
Herbert  C,  sou  of  friend  Enos  and  Eliza  Sen- 
senbaugh,  aged  5  years,  2  months  and  21  days. 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  M.  J.  McClure. 

D.  J.  Blickenstaff. 
SHENK.-I„   the  Upper  Cumberland  con- 
gregation, Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  18,  l8o6» 
Susan   Shenk,  aged   71   years,  6  month^ 
and    2    days.    Deceased,  with    her  husbanrf, 
united  with  the  church  nearly  fifty  years  ago. 
She  has  been  a  consistent  member  all  these 
years.     Her  sickness   was  of  short  duration. 
On  the  day  previous  to  her  death  she  was  well 
and  in  good  spirits.    After  eating  a   hearty 
rupper  she   said   to  those  about  her,  "I  am 
sick."     She  soon  sank  down  and  became  un- 
conscious, in  which  state  she  remained  until 
the    next    morning,  at    9   o'clock,  when  she 
passed  quietly  away.     She  leaves  a  husband 
in  feeble  health  and  four  children— all  mem- 
bers.   Funeral  by  the  Brethren  to  a  very  large 
congregation.  J.  E.  Holuinger. 

SHOUP.— At  the  home  of  her  parents,  near 

Greencastle,  Pa.,  Sept.  7,  1896,  sister  Emma 

Catharine  Shoup,  aged  26  years,  4  months  and 

days.    Sister  Emma  was  a  model  young 

iter,   adorning  her   young   life  by  a  "quiet 

ilk  and  chaste  conversation."     Funeral  im- 

oved  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld.  Wm.  C. 

oontz  from  John  17:  4.    Interment  in  the  Up- 

n  graveyard.  Wm.  A.  Anthony. 

SHOWALTER.-In   the  Mohican   church, 

Ohio,  Sept.  11,  1896,  Nora  Ethel,  daughter  of 

sister  Nora  Showalter,  aged 

7  days     Funeral  services  by 

nberg,  from  2  Sam.  12:  23,  "I 

shall  go  to  him,  but  he  shall  not  return  to  me." 

J.  W.  Budd. 

CARPER.— At  his  home,  near  Middlebury, 

id.,  George  B    Carper,  son  of  Samuel  and 

lizabeth   Carper,  aged  19  years,  10  months 

and   16  days.    Services  at  the  Forest  Grove 

church,  by  Bro.  C.  Schrock,  from  I  Pet.  I:  21. 

L.  E.  Weaver. 

DAVIS.— In  the  Arcadia  church,  Hamilton 

Co,  Ind,  Sept.  4,  1896,  Conrad  Edgar,  son  of 

Bro.  Mordicai  and  sister  Ellen  Davis,  aged  '6 

years,  2  months  and  2 1  days.    Funeral  services 

at  the  Arcadia  church  by  Bro.  William  Burcb- 

am.  Zeruah  C.  Hh-l. 

SHOEMAKER.  — Near   Strode's  Mills,  '» 

the  Lewistown    congregation,    Pa,   Aug.  3'' 

1896,  Bro.  Charles  Shoemaker,  aged  77  years 

d  7  days.     Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Albert 


;  Steinbergei 


Sarah  Spanogle, 
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DISTRICT  HEETINQS. 


i.Norl 


■'  ,','■.  I-,',,,,  ,uid  south  nakotsi,  in  Tin.  Hoot  River 
•  1  urcb  KlIliii'T.'  Co..  Minn.  M  mist  en  a  I  M^i- 
"...  it,.-\liiv  lollowini;.  Those  coining  by  rnil 
vvfll  i"1  n"'"1  llt  I-iiiit.'  Springs,  Iowa,  on  tho  sec- 
ond and  third. 

•t  10,  at  9  A.  at.,  nistrier  01'  Michigan,  in  the 
1 11,'u-iinijpli'  church,  Mich. 

,r  \i  Southern  luslrler  of  Illinois,  In  the  Blue 
K]ll);,., ■huroh,  Piatt  Co,,  111. 

'Nebraska, in  tueWoep- 


..M., 


Son  Oo.r$T.  Va. 


iknk  church.  Iowa. 

Second  District  of 

n  the  Bethany  c 


1  of  J 


ngrogation,  M11- 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

.,  Monticelloehurob, 


)  P.  M.,  I 

'2  1'.  M„  ■ 


■  Cr«ek,  Dallas 


age  Co.,  Ni 

!,  New  Hope,  Jackson  Co.,  Ind. 

,  at  4  P.  M.,  Macoupin  Creek  church, 111. 

(ondli),  at:i  P.  M.,  Liberty  ville  churoh,  Jcf- 

1,  Oak  Grove  church,  Johnson  Co.,  Iowa. 

t,  Long  Meadow  churoh,  Md, 

10,  at  5  P.M.,  Mahoning  church,  near  Coluni- 

10,  at  1  P.  M.,  Belleville  church,  Kans. 

11  Lexington  ohurcb,  Ohio. 

10,  at  2  P.  M.,  Silver  Lake  church,  Nebr. 

|i>  and  11,  at  2P.M.,  Walnut  "alley  church, 

eizer,  Kans. 

10,  at  10  A.M.,  Green  Spring  church,  Seneca 

10,  at  2  P.  M..  Sugar  Creek  church,  near  Lima, 
lien  Co.,  Ohio. 

[ft,  at  10  A.  M„  \%  miles  northeast  of  Nevada, 

(land  11,  atl  P.  M.,  Rock  Creek  church,  White- 
do  Co.,  III. 
10,  at  2: 30  P.  M.,  Alleghany  church,  Grant  Co., 

10,  at  4  P.  M.,  Klllbuck  churoh,  Delaware  Co., 

10.  at  4  P.  M.,  Hyndman,  Pa. 

10,  Peabody  church,  Kans. 

10, at  '1: 30  P.M.,  Grundy  County  church,  Iowa. 

reek  oj  i!  g  re  nail  nui,  W.^Uiioi  I'liiuil  Co.,  Pa. 
10,  Hurricane  Creek  church.  Bond  Co.,  111. 
io,at  4  P.  M.,  Rock  Creek  church,  Kans.,  b'4 


ud  City,  Mo. 
aple  Valley  t 


1  P.  M.,  Cedar  Lak 
10:30  A.M.,  Four  B 
!P.  M.,  White  chu 

2  P.  M.,  Arcadia  t 


h,  Montgomery  Co. 
arch,  Hamilton  Co. 


,  Mioh, 

,  at  4P.M.,  By 

■  at  10  A.  M... Sugar  Creek,  Whitley  Co.,  Ind. 
\_M.,  Union  church,  Marshall  Co,,  Ind., 


one-half  miles  n< 

,  Madison 

i)  A.  M\,  upper  Cumberland,  Pn. 
Blue  Creek  church,  Ind. 

-  P.  M..  Aughwlck  church,  f.iei 


7  Valley 
&*  P.  M.,  Franklin  Gr< 
it  4  P.  M.,  Claai  church 
t  5  P.  M.,  Bethel  chm 


'     '  ''■ftt  '  p-  M.,  Pl.-ii-unlKiovH  church,  h 
uut.  iT.tLtip.  m„  Kalrvlew  church,  Pa. 
'-''■'    i:.  Greenwooil  churcli,  Toxog  Co.,  M«», 
l*t  i.>Covlna,Cal. 

^gatlSfpa  HAde  house<  ^IHng  Spring 
0ct.  17,  at  10  A.  M    Pleasa 

Co'mq0  A'  *'''  Beaverdam  cbu 
(W  !!'  PttIat  Creek  chorch,  Bonrbon  Co., 
n    ■ ,'  Pow*'l  Valley  church,  Oregon. 

Octl^^S^^hlo 

Oct.  it,  at  i  p,  M  (  Wuba^Q  ohu"rcn  ,nd 


blngton,  Knns. 


Oct.  17,  at  4  P.  M„  Big  Creek  church,  Richland  Co., 
Oct.  17.  at  2  P.  M.,  two  and  one-half  miles  south- 


2  P.  M., 
4  P.  M„ 


,  Conway  Springs,  T 


tMil 


egatlo 


.  M.,Fain 


t of  Tipton. 

t  i  P.  M.,  Solomon's  Creek  congregation 

Oct.  17,  at  10  A.  M„  Price's  Crook  church,  Ohio. 
17,  Mt.  Ziou  church,  Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio. 
17,  at  2  P.  M,.  Beaver  Creek,  Vn. 

20  and  -I,  at  '."::l!i  A.  M .,  /.baler's  meet  inghouse. 


stogti  coagregatloi 
:.  LI)  and  21  ('orn-togn, 


tl,  at  10  A.  M  ,  Woodland  church,  Fulton  Co. 
il,  at  3  P.  M„  Cedar  Creek  church,  Unrnett 
Oct.  22  and  2S.  at  1  P.  M.,  Chlques  church,  Lancna 


P.  M.,  Clover  C 

eek,  Blair  Co.,  Pa 

P.M.,  Hllllsbo 

rg  church,  Clintc 

p.  *..*,,«  i 

ear  creek  churel 

view  church,  I 

P.  M.,  Hartford 

City  church,  Ind 

(.'reek  church,  4  mllv 

nglish,  Iowa. 

iry  church,  Bedford  Co 


p,  Wain 
c  house. 


Oct.  24,  at  2  P,  M.,  iJm-  eh  urcli.  Hampshire  Co..  W 

Va' 
Oct.  24,  at  10  A.  M„  Lick  Creek  church,  Washing' 

Oct.  24,  at  2  P.  M.,  Brock's  Gap,  Va. 

Oct.  24,  at  3  P.M.,  Martin  Crei 

south  of  Jelfersonvllle,  Wayne  Co.,  Ill 

Oot.  24  and  2i.  at  10  A.  M.,  Welty  meetl 
Oct.  34 and 25,  at 8: 80 P.  M.,  Maouoketa  ol 


,  a  miUjK 


Co.,  Ohio. 

■I.  24,  Independence  church,  Kans. 
jb.  34.  at  2  P.  M.,  La  Motte  church 


Oct  21.  at  1  P.  M  ,  Pleainnt  View  church,  Reno  Co., 

Kans. 
Dot.  24,  at  4  P.  M.,  James  Creek,  Huntingdon  Co. 

Oot.  24,  Frankfort  churoh,  Ohio. 

Oct.  24,  Falls  City  church,  Nebr. 

Oct.  24  and  25,  at  2  P.  M.,  Napervllle  churoh,  111. 

Oot.  25,  Upper  Dublin  church,  Pa. 

Oot,  -J"',  ni  i  P.  M.,  New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

Oct.  25  at  3  P.  M.,  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 

Oct.  31,  at  2  P.  M.,  Osage  church,  Kans. 

Oot.  31  and  Nov.  1.  at  10  A.  M-,  Pine  Creek,  111. 

Nov.  5,  Bethel  church,  1J*  miles  northwest  of  La 


s  Center  churcli. 


Ick  CO.,  Md. 
Nov.  H,  Waynesvillo,  Mo. 
li,  at  4  P.M., 


t  Grove  churoh,  Fn 


chinch.  Huntington 


ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦« 

Rates  pet  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  month  (4  times) , 

hree  months  (13  timey) 

x  months  (j6  times),.... 

neycar  (Si  times) 

tJTNo  Cuts  or  other  electro's  Inserted  mile: 


Only  the  Best... 


Round-Trip  Excursions  at  Half  Fare 


Our  Publications. 

Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  weH-illu 

ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  ■■in. 1  li  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

10  copies,  per  quarter, 25  cents 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  perirdicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly  for  the  young,  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 

Single  copy,  per  annum $    So 

20  copies  to  one  address,  .1  months 170 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months a  So 

so  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months 3  JS 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way,  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents, 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  year 35  cents 

8  copies,  per  quarter, 40  cents 

ao  copies  and  over 1%  cents  each 

Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year «  cents 

6  copies,  per  quarter 15  cents 

10  copies  and  over iM  cents  each 

Other  Helps.— Wir  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  is 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mooot  Morris,  111. 


HARVEST  EXCURSIONS. 


Burlineton  Route. 


this 


did  crops  tkni  Nebraska,  Nort  hum  Kansas 
Itlior  wostorn  sections  have  produced  this 
Hand  for  a  pamphlet  (no  charge)  about 
rn  (arm  lands  to  P,  B.  Kuwi'ts,  Gonoral  Paa- 
r  Agent,  C.  B.  &  Q.  K.  K.,  Chicago,  111.       SOtlO 


Seed-Time. 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


"i"-'"ii""- 1  >■-■  <■ 


Franklin  ( 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

30$  S.  Charles  St,.  Baltimore,  Md, 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


There  Is  no  need  of  keeping  them  unless  you 
mnt  to.  You  can  stop  the  pain  and  get  rid  of  the 
oni  In  a  perfectly  easy,  simple,  safe  and  sure 

ng  or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  uxing  DUBHKL'8 
XHIBLE  QUICK  CORN  00 BE  according  todl- 
ectlons.     H  is  the  champion   ot  all  remedies  to 


aaif  Waynesboro,  Frantlln  Co.,  Pa. 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 


Can  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  fuj. 
We  pay  our  students"  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
8c  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.  For  particu- 
lars, address, 

SCHOOL  COMPANY, 

34tf  Fruitdale,  Ala. 


640 


T-ELJEi    Q-OSJFJEZj    I^ESSElJSIQEiK.. 
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Highest  of  all  in  Learning  Power. —  litest  U  J  Sort  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


ABM>LUTEI*    PURE 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 

Dot. '0,  at  4  P.  M„  Hadly  Creek,  III. 


10,  Perry  Co  ,  Pa. 


.  M.,  Silver  Crook  I 


ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 
^■fli  FARMING 

H  Lands 

!£.■    -  ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 

At  LOW  PRICES  nnil  on  EASY  TERMS. 

Timbered  Lands  ™*—a 
Prairie  Lands  ta«s 


Many 


snlo  . 


North  Dakota. 

tho   CROP    PAYMEN1 


PLAN.-"On  the  Soo  Lit 

FREE     HOMESTEADS 

On  Govornmout  Loads  in .Wollfl,  Plerc*, .Benson,  McLean 

the  Soo  Line. 
LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line, 
Is  sold  at  our  station!  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
There  are  excellent  op 

Co/onivs    or    I  ixl,\-i<iti..  !*, 

Line." 

BRETHREN   are  reap. 


ILLS  and  EDDY  C 
In  NORTH  DAKOTA.  The  BRETHREN  I 
gnnlzed  a  CHURCH  at  Oarrhigton,] 


l-  already  stiliscrlbrd. 


RAILROA 


I  may  be  on 
KT1TION, 
rous  platfo 
.1  shipper. 


lelluijHO 
:)■<]  by  these 


Tho  soil  is  a  IJI.ACK  LOAM  resllng  on 
ubsoll,  admirably  adapted  for  raising  whe 
II  small  grains,  flax  and  vegetables. 

There  are  fifty  public  schools  In  Foster  anc 

The  cnunlrv  abounds  in  SMALL  STUM  A? 
\K  Ks,  iiilI'lt..,-.,!  Mfll  NK  I  \(.  \V  \Thli.  fn 
Ikuli,  cnti  I"-  ulitnini'd  lit  11  depth  of  from 

NATIVE    LIGNITE  COAL  sells  at  Cnrri 


y  Brethren9: 

t  Plain  Clothing  I  ] 

►  s    j 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  1 

r  the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  4 

^  Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

^  Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  4 

I  our    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tape   | 

L  measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be  j 

,  sent  on  application.    Our  rules  for  self-  * 

f  measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can  i 

r  understand  them,                                         J 

P  We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  4 

►  the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  2 

I  er  or  goods  can  be  returned.    Our  prices  j 

L  are  reasonable.    Address, 

|>  Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,        I 

[  47tf                                WARSAW,  IND.  i 

[  Wc/,av,dl,cmU«u,dcurCUc<,e,offi,,andlH    \ 

f  tlufutur,v,iUdcaUbmin,s,fmmatov.ai*m,     < 

j 


...HOME-SEEKERS'... 

EXCURSIONS 


October  6,  1896, 
am.  October  20,  1896, 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 


The  Great  Northern  Railway 

Th9  Originator  of  tho  Brethren 
Movement 


...ONE  FARE... 


2JU  8.  Clark  1 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,  111. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRfEUNE  BLOCK, 

«5  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Tbii  hotel  li  centrally  located,  and  the  most  r< 
able  Home  ol  It,  cia:s  Id  the  City.  The  chatg 
moderate,  yaryloa-  In  price  irom  7S  cent,  to  Si.so  p. 
per  pcrion.  Thompion'r  ReaUnrant  nndemeatb. 
chui  PiMBnr  Blerator. 


NOUR  ILLUSTRATED   LAND   PRIMERS 
They  coutiiiu"v1,hli1i,l,'".',,,,i  r.'-h! ,i,'l,  h.ft.rruatioD.'  '  "** 

HALF  FARES  forHomeseetasn 


nd    HALF 

n     Household    Goods,    Tools 
d    Farm    Stock,- "On    the  Soo 


RATES 

T...UIIN 

Address,  T.  I.  HORI).  Land  ai 


Indnstrial  Agent, 


■' I.  ,,lv..,Vl  MINNEAPOLIS,! 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Tr.iv,.liiii-  l,„n,it.r:lti,.n  Arront, 

llETHUlT.  Alicl.i, 

Or,  FLUNK  SWICKARU.  Trav.  InimiKratioo  Anenl 
NORTH   MAN.  HI. si  I    ;     I...I, 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


.  Mci 


;  had  I 


kindness  to  d< 

:  excellent  book  to  the  Homo  Mission  F 

Brethren  in  Baltimore,  Md.    Tee  object 

d  Is  to  raise  money  to  build  a  mu.h- 

house  ofVorshlp  In  that  city.    The  profits fr 

Of  this  book  go  fr»  the  fund,  mo  that  ever 

will  add  to  the  fund.    The  work  con  til 

js,  is  neatly  bound  in  good  cloth,   an 

'O  out  or  tin-  most  In tereM  lug  Imnksvi't 

by  the  Brethren       Price,  50  cents.      Will  t 

post-paid  to  any  pari  of  the  United  States 

elal  terms  to  agents.    Address  all  Oideru  to 

J.  S.  GE1SEK, 
10S1  \V.  Baltimore  St.  Baltimore 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


.Met.  I    J't.sl 


1847  Rogers  Bros. 


,  rr.i-ksand  apoons.  Write 
!  buying  any  ol  these  goods, 
.  NKWCOMKR, 


Farm  Lands  for  Sale. 


ISySend  (or  our  catalogue  of  books, 
'ibles,  etc.     Prices  the  lowest. 


A^bout   this   Time 

Your  Fourth  Crop 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


t>  harvest  another  crop  of 
our  daughters,  and  they  WO 


f  eggs  and  chickens, 


B.  MARKS, 

Chicago,  111. 


Farm  for  Sale! 

fear  Dawson,  Kidder  Co.,  North  Dakota,  on 

e  finest,  equipped  and  best  lofmVd  farms  in  \'. 


well-built  farm 
);  substantial    frame  barn,  utixloo 
;  plenty  of  Que  water  with  spring 


g  and  hay;  1,* 
te  crops  this  y 


r;  farming  Implements 
full   registered   Clydcs. 


stud; stock  1b  large  a 
and  game  plenty.  Near  school  and  rai 
American  settlement.  The  whole  outf 
Ing  money,  and  a  bargain  can  be  had. 
Full  particulars  can  be  had  by  add  res 
Kunkel,  Manager,  Dawson,  Kidder  Co 


--  for  sclliiiLr 


Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write 
Address:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 
Mt.  Morris.  I 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


I  have  50.WKI  acres  of  choice  agricultural  lands  In  J 

Villi. ■  I.arsiind  Morrison  Counties,  Minn.,  trlbuta-  ■ 


These  lands 


ulutli  and    West  Supe- 
hardwootl  timber  belt 


.-.  The  lands  are  especially  adapted  I 
l  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  large  oro 
oats,  barley,  and  oil  hinds  of  grain,  coi 


-  soil.    Plenty  of 


i  prairie  winds  or  blizzards, 
r  a  home.  A  large  tract  of 
de  exclusively  for  the  Breth- 


i  round  trip,  plu 
i  exceed  516 (Wet 


.  Paul,  o 
.■  Kn.il  1m- 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 
le  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
ccessfully  treats    Catarrh,    Asthma,   Hay 
:ver,    Sick    Headache,     Sore    Throat,  and 
Colds  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  reliel. 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me   50  cents    (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.    I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and   have  nothing  hut  g°°a 
reports  from  them.     Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.    Address 

DR.  b;.  j.  -worst, 

Patent  applied  lor.  ASH  LAND,  OHIO- 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"  SET  FOR    THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— PMl. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  October  10,  1896. 


No.  41. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Published  Weekly,  it  $1.60  per  Annan,  tj 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 


POETRY, - 

Bread.  By  John  B.  Tabb,  .  . 
The  Dropped  Stiich.  By  Sus 
A  Thought  at  Twilight.    By  C 


5SAY  DEPARTMENT,- 
Our  De-r  Enemies.     By  Nancy  O.  UnderhiV  , 
Called  Out  But  Lost.     ByJ.S.  Flory 


1'ieaching  Christ.     By  C.  H.  Balsbaugh 

Knowing-    By  P.  J.  Blough .    .  . 

"  For  all  Flesh  is  as  Grass."— i  Pet.  i:aj.  By  Clai 
Three  Popular  Errors  Examined.  By  A.  Hutchiso 
-The  Lord's  Prayer."— Matt.  6.  g-13.  By  Noah  L 
The  Ninth  Chapter  of  Romans.     By  S.  N.  McCann 

THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  — 

Lessen  Light  Flashes 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE,— 

Circle  Notes.     By  James  M.  Neff 

Notes  from  the  Chicago  Mission.  By  Lizzie  Howe 
A  Peculiar  People.     By  a  Peculiar  Writer.  .  .  .  .   . 


GENERAL  MISSIONARY  AND  TRACT  DEPARTMENT,- 

Work  in  the  West.    By  C.  B.  Smith, 

.Missions.    By  W.  S.  Murray 


R  ; r-...!lE  AND  FAMILY,— 

jL^v  °"r  Pxaver  Meeting.     By  Howaard  Mi!'- 


*>  EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANYS 


In  most  of  our  large  cities  there  seems  not  to  be 
room  on  the  ground  for  much  of  the  business  that 
needs  to  be  done,  and  for  that  reason  some  of 
them  are  beginning  to  utilize  the  space  that  may 
be  found  below  the  surface.  Several  cities  are 
constructing  electric  street-car  lines  under  the 
ground,  and  in  this  way  propose  to  transport  the 
people  from  point  to  point.  In  London  double 
tracks  are  to  be  laid  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet 
below  the  surface,  on  which  cars  are  to  run  every 
two  minutes.  People  are  to  reach  these  lines  by 
means  of  immense  elevators  with  a  carrying  capac- 
ity of  two  hundred  and  fifty  people.  The  cost  of 
these  lines  is  estimated  at  $2,500,000  per  mile.  In 
this  way  it  is  believed  that  the  constantly-moving 
throng  can  be  accommodated  without  interfering 
with  business  on  the  surface.  The  immense  tun- 
nels for  these  tracks  are  to  be  lighted  by  electricity, 
and  will  at  all  times  be  almost  as  light  as  day. 


Things  do  not  always  run  smoothly  in  secret 
'odges,  where  everything  is  supposed  to  be  con- 
cealed and  nothing  revealed.  We  do  not  know 
what  secret  order  is  here  referred  to,  but  the 
Christian  Standard  gives  the  facts,  and  then  reads 
a  plain  lesson:  "In  a  Massachusetts  court,  recent- 
*%  six  men,  officers  and  members  of  a  secret  so- 
c'ety,  were  each  fined  thirty-five  dollars  and  costs 
*0r  injuries  inflicted  upon  a  candidate  for  initiation. 
The  victim,  who  was  the  complainant,  alleged  that 
ne  was  branded  with  a  red-hot  iron  on  the  breast 
and  whipped  about  the  bare  legs  with  a  rattan.  A 
fellow  candidate,  who  appeared  as  a  witness,  had 
been  branded  twice.  Sores  as  large  as  a  silver  dol- 
lar resulted,  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  men  will  be 
barked  for  life.  There  is  neither  wit  nor  sense  in 
SUch  Proceedings  as  received  this  merited  punish- 
nt.    A  violation  of  the  person   is  no  worse  on 

e  street  than  in  the  lodge-room.     It  is  not  pre- 


tended that  this  case  is  representative  of  fraterni- 
ties generally.  If  it  is,  they  should  receive  the  con- 
demnation of  all  intelligent  and  moral  people.  Bru- 
tality and  horseplay  can  form  no  part  of  any  institu- 
tion which  benefits  men.  If  this  offense  was  simply 
local,  then  the  lodge  should  be  disciplined  for  its  of- 
fense; if  it  belongs  to  the  system,  the  sooner  such 
system  is  reformed  or  else  abolished,  the  better." 


One  of  the  most  severe  tornadoes  of  the  season 
passed  over  the  northern  part  of  Florida  and 
Eastern  Georgia  the  early  part  of  last  week.  The 
storm  followed  the  Atlantic  coast,  doing  immense 
damages  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  other  places  as  far 
north  as  New  York.  For  a  time  the  gale  was  terri- 
ble in  parts  of  Pennsylvania.  Fifty  lives  are  re- 
ported to  have  been  lost  in  Florida.  The  city  of 
Cedar  Keys,  on  the  Gulf  coast,  is  reported  almost 
completely  destroyed  Much  damage  was  also 
done  at  Gainesville,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
Hawthorn,  where  a  number  of  our  Brethren  live, 
was  reached  by  the  southern  belt  of  the  blow.  Full 
particulars  have  not  yet  been  received.  Storms  of 
this  kind  arc  not  common  in  that  part  of  the  South. 


Some  of  the  better  class  in  India  seem  to  think 
that,  since  we  have  been  making  such  strong  efforts 
to  plant  Christianity  in  India,  it  is  now  their  time 
to  teach  us  the  religion  of  the  East.  For  that  pur- 
pose Virchand  R.  Grandhi,  a  man  of  great  learning, 
comes  to  America,  and  will  establish  a  school  of 

Orrurtr***  !..  rMcagfn.       His  nbirrt    .'*    frt    Urfiin>    o« 

such  phases  of  Hinduism  as  will  give  the  people 
of  this  country  a  correct  idea  of  advanced  religious 
thought  in  the  East.  During  the  World's  Fair  he 
spent  considerable  time  in  Chicago,  and  took  a 
very  active  part  in  the  Parliament  of  Religions,  and 
now  thinks  he  may  be  able  to  convert  some  of  the 
western  people  to  Hinduism.  In  this  country  may 
be  found  those  willing  to  accept  most  anything  in 
the  form  of  religion,  but  it  seems  hardly  reasonable 
that  people  of  western  culture  could  be  induced  to 
embrace  a  religion  so  degrading  in  its  tendency  as 
that  represented  by  Mr.  Grandhi. 


Mr.  Gladstone's  speech  concerning  the  Arme- 
nian question  has  not  only  aroused  England,  but  it 
has  made  a  buzz  in  all  civilized  lands,  and  the  di- 
vision of  Turkey  is  again  being  discussed  with 
more  than  ordinary  vigor.  A  writer  in  the  London 
Daily  Mail  makes  some  suggestions  that  one  would 
hardly  expect  to  come  from  that  quarter  of  the 
globe.  He  says:  "  If  the  great  powers  would  take 
for  granted  that  the  Turkish  empire  must  perish, 
they  would  only  have  to  agree  on  the  division  of 
the  spoil.  This  is  easier  than  might  be  supposed. 
No  one  can  claim  Constantinople  and  its  immedi- 
ate neighborhood  but  Russia,  England  and  Greece. 
Greece  is  too  small  and  weak  a  power  for  such  a 
responsibility.  England  does  not  want  the  coun- 
try. Let  Russia  have  it,  and  the  territory  imme- 
diately surrounding  it.  Let  the  Black  Sea  and  the 
Dardanelles  and  the  Mediterranean  be  open  wa- 
ters. Let  Russia  have  also  the  whole  of  Armenia. 
She  will  probably  be  a  little  better  ruler  than  the 
Turk,  and  the  character  of  the  Armenians  is  not  so 
angelic  as  to  require  us  to  fight  for  their  complete 
independence.  England  will  be  satisfied  by  the 
absolute  recognition  of  her  right  to  Egypt  and  Cy- 
prus as  provinces  belonging  to  the  British  crown. 
France  would,  of  course,  have  Syria,  and  Syria 
would  probably  prosper  under  her  rule.  Greece 
would  secure  Macedonia,  Albania,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean islands.  No  other  power  need  apply."  So 
far  as    Palestine   is    concerned,   this   would    be   a 


very  fortunate  arrangement,  as  it  would"  place  the 
Promised  Land  under  the  control  of  France,  who 
would  not  only  encourage  commerce  and  civiliza- 
tion, but  do  much  to  improve  the  country  generally, 
and  open  up  the  way  for  religious  liberty.  Under 
her  rule  Palestine  would  doubtless  prosper. 


During  the  last  few  years  we  have  been  repeat- 
edly urged  to  publish  communications  favoring  the 
emigration  of  the  negroes  of  the  South  to  Africa. 
We  have,  in  these  columns,  shown  that  the  pro- 
ject is  notpracticable,  and.  probably,  not  desirable. 
Thousands  of  circulars,  advocating  the  scheme, 
have  been  circulated,  considerable  money  col- 
lected, and  a  few  hundred  deluded  negroes  were 
induced  to  embark  for  Liberia.  Some  of  these  col- 
ored people  were  in  fair  circumstances,  living  in 
communities  where  they  could  make  a  good  living 
and  educate  their  children.  Many  of  them  sold 
their  property  at  a  great  sacrifice,  and  by  the 
time  they  reached  Africa,  had  but  little  left.  They 
did  not  find  the  conditions  as  they  had  expected, 
and  soon  became  discouraged.  Many  of  them 
have  since  died,  while  most  of  the  rest  are  report- 
ed destitute  and  hopeless.  A  few  have  returned  to 
America,  and  tell  very  dismal  tales,  about  the 
country  and  their  experiences.  They  feel  that  they 
were  deceived  by  those  who  described  the  country 
to  them  in  glowing  terms,  and  induced  them  to 
emigrate.  It  is  painful  to  be  thus  deceived  in  tem- 
poral matters,  but  to  be  deceived  respecting  the  fu- 
ture will  be  lamentable  .W--* 

One  of  the  most  distressing  reports,  concern- 
ing the  suffering  Armenians,  comes  to  us  from 
Marseilles,  France.  In  that  city  are  said  to  be 
500  unfortunate  Armenian  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren, who  have  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the 
bloody  massacre  at  Constantinople,  all  of  whom 
were  buoyed  up*  by  hope,  on  landing  there,  that 
they  would  in  some  way  be  permitted  to  reach  the 
far-away  land  of  perfect  religious  freedom, — the 
United  States.  Weeks  have  passed,  and  nothing 
seems  to  have  been  done  for  them.  No  one  seems 
to  take  any  special  interest  in  them,  to  advise  or 
direct  them.  They  are  homeless  and  nearly  all 
penniless,  and  not  a  few  are  sick.  The  most  un- 
fortunate feature  about  the  whole  affair  is,  that  the 
emigration  laws  of  the  United  States  will  not  per- 
mit them  to  be  landed  in  this  country  for  the  rea- 
son that  they  are  paupers.  Nor  will  our  law  per- 
mit them  to  land  if  their  fare  is  paid  by  others. 
Our  emigration  laws  are  wise  and  proper,  and  for 
the  good  of  society  in  the  United  States,  but  here 
is  an  instance  when  they  shut  out  a  lot  of  very 
worthy  people.  They  are  not  paupers  in  the  sense 
contemplated  by  our  lawmakers,  but  are  such  be- 
cause they  were  deprived  of  their  property  by  cru- 
el persecutors,  and  yet  they  must  be  treated  as  act- 
ual paupers,  and  denied  admittance  into  the  best 
country  on  the  globe;  a  country  that  would  wel- 
come them,  and  freely  raise  the  money  to  bring 
them  over  the  ocean  and  help  settle  them  on  some 
of  our  fertile  prairies.  We  must  stand  by,  with  our 
hands  tied,  and  see  them  taken  to  South  America, 
where  they  will  probably  meet  the  fate  of  hundreds 
of  persecuted  Russian  Jews  who  went  there  only  to 
perish.  As  we  contemplate  this  sad  state  of  af- 
fairs, we  are  led  to  wonder  if  the  best  church  on 
earth  may  not  have  some  regulations  of  expedi- 
encies, that  will  now  and  then  exclude  some  wor- 
thy penitent,  seeking  a  spiritual  home  among  the 
favored  people  of  God?  May  it  not  be  wise  for  us 
all  to  pause  here  and  carefully  examine  our  ways  of 
administering  the  affairs  of  the  kingdoml 
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Still  surmounting  as  I  came 

Wind  and  water,  frost  and  flame, 

Night  and  day,  the  livelong  year, 

From  the  hurial-place  of  seed. 

From  the  earth's  maternal  bosom, 

Through  the  root,  and  stem,  and  blossom, 

To  supply  thy  present  need, 

Have  I  journeyed  here.  _^  g  ^ 

OUR  DEAR  ENEMIES. 

BY  NANCY  D.  UNDERHILL. 

What!  Our  enemies  dear?  Those  who  have 
injured,  persecuted,  maligned,  slandered,  and  oth- 
erwise hurt  us,— are  they  dear,— are  they  precious? 
Jesus  says,  "  Love  yonr  enemies."  How  often  have 
'we  heard  the  expression:  "It  is  so  hard  to  love 
them  that  treat  us  evil."  Yet  Jesus  loved  them! 
He  gave  his  life  for  them!  While  we  were  yet  ene- 
mies he  died  for  us.  While  the  crown^of  thorns 
was  still  piercing  his  aching  head,  and'the  nails, 
his  hands  and  feet,— while  the  jeering  crowd  still 
mocked  the  victim  upon  whom  they  had  heaped 
shame,  disgrace  and  sorrow,— he  prayed,  "Father, 
forgive  them."  In  his  last  conversation  before 
death  he  said  to  his  disciples:  "This  is  my  com- 
mandment, That  ye  love  one  another  as  I  have 
loved  you." 

Dear  ones,  if  we  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ  abid- 
ing in  us,  it  will  not  be  so  hard  to  forgive  and  love 
our  enemies.  Jesus  says,  '  My  yoke  is  easy."  It 
is  carnality,  selfishness,  worldliness,  that  makes  it 
so  hard  for  one  person  to  forgive  and  love  another. 
The  carnal  self  must  be  crucified.  Self  must  be 
buried.  Christ  must  live  in  us,  and  reign  in  our 
bodies  if  we  would  be  like  him.  When  that  old 
man  of  sin  has  been  entirely  put  away,  then  can  we 
rpr,,;„„  ;„ln  „,,r  hearts  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  is 
the  spirit  of  love,  and  then  only  can  we  ODey  tne 
Savior's  commandment,  to  love  one  another  as  he 
loved  us,  to  bless  them  that  curse  us,  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them  that  despite- 
fully  use  us  and  persecute  us.  How  much  ought 
we  to  love  those  precious  ones  for  whom  our  dear 
Savior  died!  How  very  foolish  to  cherish  resent- 
ment and  anger  against  a  precious,  living,  hu- 
man soul  that  must  exist  to  praise  God  throughout 
the  endless  ages  of  eternity,  or  be  forever  damned. 
What  do  our  little  affairs  amount  to  compared  to 
their  great  responsibility? 

Suppose  the  Lord  were  to  come  to-night!  Is 
that  dear  soul  ready  to  meet  him?  Would  we 
want  a  human  soul  to  be  forever  damned  because 
of  the  evil  he  has  done  to  us?  Nay,  VERILY, 
nay.  Then  take  him  into  your  loving  arms  of 
carry  him  up  to  a  n 
my  Lord,  I  love  this  d 
e  sorrow  that  I 
nly  want  to 


:iful    Savic 


borne  for 
forgiven  and 


faith,  and 
Say,  "Oh, 
don't  care  fo 
him  (or  her), 
brought  back  to  thy  favor  again.  I  forgive  and 
forget  it  all.  He  never  knew  how  he  wronged 
me;  he  never  realized  what  he  was  doing.  Fa- 
ther, for  Christ's  sake  forgive  him!  He  suffered 
much  for  him.  I  am  willing  to  bear  my  little 
part  of  the  burden  too.  Help  him,  save  him, 
bless  him." 

Suppose  our  enemy  is  a  member  of  the  church; 
and  has  cruelly  wronged  us  again  and  again.  Sup- 
pose we  have  gone  to  him  in  the  Spirit  of  our 
Lord,  full  of  forgiveness  and  meekness  and  love, 
seeking  reconciliation,  only  to  be  repulsed,  be- 
cause of  a  false  pride  that  keeps  the  erring  one 
from  confessing  a  wrong.  Suppose  he,  in  order 
to  justify  himself,  goes  on  misrepresenting  us  to 
the  church  and  to  the  world,  speaking  evil  of  us  in 
a  sly,  deceitful,  insinuating  manner,  that  causes 
many,  even  of  our  loved  ones,  to  look  upon  us  with 
distrust  and  suspicion.  Are  we  discouraged  be- 
cause of  the  misunderstanding  and  misconduct  of 
men?  The  dear  Lord  says,  "  Rejoice  and  be  ex- 
ceeding glad;  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven." 


"  Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and 
persecute  you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil 
against  you  falsely  for  my  sake."  Oh,  I  do  thank 
my  Father  in  heaven,  that  I  can,  like  dear  old 
Paul,  say,  "  None  of  these  things  move  me." 

Though  the  comfort  and  help  of  the  "two  or 
three,"  may  have  been  denied  me,  and  though  I  can 
not  meet  with  the  church  nor  even  the  two  or  three 
faithful  ones,  in  concord,  to  pray  to  our  dear  Lord 
who  has  promised  to  be  with  us  to  hear  and  an- 
swer prayer,  yet,  I  am  glad  that,  even  in  my  iso- 
lation, I  can  claim  every  one  of  his  blessed  prom- 
ises for  myself:  for  he  says,  through  his  brave 
Apostle  Paul,  "  All  (kings  are  yours,  and  ye  are 
Christ's  and  Christ  is  God's."  I  am  so  glad  that  I 
can  claim  his  blessed  promise  in  Matt.  28:  20,  and, 
"  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world."  What  sweeter  communion  need  we 
than  that?  What  better  company  can  we  wish  for? 
And  I  am  glad  that  here,  in  these  great  magnifi- 
cent, beautiful  mountains,  reared  by  God's  own 
hand,  I  may  go  to  him  at  any  time,  and  pour  forth, 
into  his  listening  ears,  the  most  sacred  thoughts  of 
my  heart,  where  he  alone  can  hear,  and  he  who 
knows  our  hearts,  answers  and  makes  me  glad. 

I  am  grateful  for  the  guidance  and  blessing  of 
that  Holy  Spirit  which  makes  it  a  joyful  privilege 
to  obey  literally  the  words  of  our  Lord,  found  in 
Rom.  12:  18-21.  I  am  so  glad  that  he  has  a  home 
in  my  heart  and  knows  all  the  troubles,  trials, 
cares  and  sorrows,  and  the  efforts  to  overcome 
them  for  his  dear  sake.  Because  he  is  there,  they 
are  but  blessings  in  disguise,  sent  to  bind  me 
closer  to  him  who  is  always  my  helper  in  every 
time  of  need  For  his  sake  I  am  able  to  love  and 
pray  for  those  who  have  sought  to  injure  and  slay 
me.  And  because  he  is  ever  with  me,  I  am  able  to 
rejoice  in  all  the  trials  that  come  only  to  prove  me, 
and  to  show  me  more  and  more  the  riches  of  God's 
mercy  and  goodness. 

Dear  ones,  let  us  eat  of  the  flesh,  drink  of  the 
blood,  and  partake  of  the  spirit  of  him  who  so 
loved  us  that  he  gave  himself  for  us!     Let  us  keep 

him,  love  our  enemies,  and  pray  for  them  that  do 
vil,  returning  good  for  every  wrong  or  injury 
that  we  bear.  If  we  know  a  brother  or  sister  who 
is  possessed  of  a  spirit  of  envy,  so  that  they  can 
not  bear  to  see  the  cause  of  Christ  prosper  under 
the  influence  of  our  little  light,  and,  by  malicious 
words,  try  to  extinguish  it,  how  much  docs  such  a 
poor,  blinded  soul  need  the  influence  of  our  prayers! 
Yes,  our  prayers.  Let  us  seek  for  their  precious 
souls,  that  we  may  save  them  from  the  enemy  who 
has  deceived  and  blinded  them,  and  let  us  lead 
them  tenderly  back  to  a  loving  Savior!  Gently 
must  we  deal  with  them,  and  patience,  quietness, 
meekness,  lovingkindness,  must  ever  be  the  ten- 
drils with  which  we  would  touch  and  clasp  them. 
Let  love  be  the  sole  power  by  which  we  would 
move  them,  and  he  who  is  LOVE  will 
the  honor  and  glory  and  praise  forever. 


CALLED  OUT  BUT  LOST. 


BY  J.  S.  FLORY. 


,0'   I896, 


Called  out,  fleeing  for  safety,  seeking  saW 
by   flight!     Up  and  away  across  the  plain,  up  !?° 
steep,  step  by  step,  go  higher  and  higher  to  wh 
safety  -spreads  her  canopy  under  the  shadow  of  a" 
Everlasting  Arms. 

Put  alas!  alas!  !  the  deceitfulness  of  carnal  H 
sire!  The  human  heart  yet  loves  what  was  lefth' 
hind.  Did  the  angels  really  mean  what  they  saJj 
May  I  not  hope  yet  to  see  my  former  horr 
associates  again?  Oh,  fatal  unbelief!  To  doubtT 
to  be  damned!     Called  out  by  the  hand     " 


eternal 


mercy, 


sword 


Coming  down  the  corridors  of  time,  the  histoiy 
of  Lot's  wife  is  a  sad,  solemn  and  potentous  warn- 
ing for  all  ages  and  all  people.  The  Lord  remem- 
bered the  righteous;  he  desired  to  preserve  them, 
for  their  surroundings  were  such  that  destruction 
of  the  masses  was  the  pending  fiat  of  Jehovah. 
Messengers  were  sent, — real  messengers  of  mer- 
cy,— to  warn  his  people  to  flee  the  wrath  that  was 
to  come.  In  the  commandment  was  centered 
I's  mercy  and  God's  justice, 
as  the  prepared  way  of  salvation, 
as  the  flaming  torch  of  eternal  con- 
-ome,"  said  the  voice  of  love  and 
mercy.  "  I  call  thee  out  of  this  wicked  city;  make 
haste,  look  not  back!"  On,  on,  by  hasty  step,  for- 
sake home,  lands  and  friends.  If  you  would  save 
your  life  you  must  lose  it.  But  lose  all, — leave  all 
at  the  summons  of  mercy,  and  you  shall  save  all, — 
all  that  is  worth  saving, — body,  soul  and  spirit. 


but  destroyed  by  the  justice  of  th 
that  ever  hovers  over  disobedience. 

It  is  the  same  old  story  to-day, — many  are  called 
out  by  the  loving  voice  of  mercy.  Come,  says  the 
Savior.  Get  ye  up,  ye  that  are  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins!  Awake  to  the  danger  that  surrounds 
you.  Death  and  hell  shall  follow  in  the  wake 
of  the  wicked  world.  Come  out,  be  ye  separate' 
Flee  to  the  extended  arms  of  bleeding  Mercy,  tar- 
ry not!  To-day  ye  hear  his  voice!  Leave  all  and 
follow  me!  Look  not  back!  He  that  putteth  his 
hand  to  the  plough  and  looketh  back  is  not 
worthy.  Long  not  for  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt! 
Take  up  the  cross!  Step  by  step,  climb  Zion's  hill! 
In  the  plain  wickedness  runs  riot.  Get  beyond, 
on  the  borders  of  Emmanuel's  land!  Though  the 
way  be  rugged,  there  is  a  safe  resting  place  there. 
In  the  cleft  of  the  rock  there  is  safety.  Under  the 
shadow  of  the  wing  of  Omnipotence  there  is  a 
sweet  savor  of  life  and  an  oil  of  gladness  that  shall 
heal  all  bruises, — make  the  remembrance  of  for 
saken  vanities  sweeter  than  the  honeycomb. 

Oh,  the  blessedness  of  forsaking  all  for  Christ! 
Consecration  is  the  pearl  of  great  price.  All,  all 
for  thee,  blessed  Jesus! 

But   oh,    a    repetition    of  the   same   great  error! 
The  deceitfulness  of  sin,— the  danger  of  unbelief! 
Why  should  I,  says  the  doubting  soul,  give 
pleasures,  why  should  I  abandon  the  society  of  the 
world, — why  be  so  selfish?     I  have  friends  in 
I  have  treasures  there.     I  cannot  surrende 
at  least  my  longing  heart  says,  "Look  baekl" 
delusion !      SWi'ft    as  the  weaver'^  =>liuiue  T. 
flaming  sword.     The  dawn  of  death  foils 
wake   of  disobedience.    Trusting  in  the  feel. 
of  the  human  heart  the  portion  of  a  foolist/ie 
reward.     Yea,  how  many  are  called  out,  yet  lost, 
because   they    forsake  the   way!    They  leave  the 
hurch  and  become   pillars   of  warning  to  other.'. 
The  shipwrecked  souls  along  the.  way  looked  back, 
doubted  the  real  meaning  of  God's  command,  and 
where  are  they?     Perchance  they  have  plunged  in 
to  the  political  arena,  or  taken  shelter  in  some  se- 
cret lodge,  or,    it  may  be,  are   worshiping  at  the 
world's  shrine  of  fashion  and  folly.     Some  becom: 
devotees  of  the  golden  calf  of  Mammon,  some  are 
wallowing  in  the  mire  and  slime  of  uncleanness  and 
moral  rottenness. 

"  Remember  Lot's  wife,"— remember  there  is  »» 
escape  from  the  penal  reward  of  disobedience. 
Remember  that  to  tempt  God  by  expecting  to  »t 
saved  without  entire  obedience  is  a  sin  suffice 
to  doom  to  all  eternity.  May  God  help  us  all10 
become  awake  to  the  importance  of  fully  gMJ* 
credence  to  every  command  and  precept 
Christian  religion!  These  words  apply  alike  to 
whether  in  or  out  of  the  church. 
Los  Angeles,  Cat. 
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THE  DEDICATION. 


The  California  Voice,  published  at  Los  Ang     '^ 
Cal.,  speaks  good  things  concerning  the  Bre 
It  has  this  to  say  of  the  dedication  of  ">e 
church  in  that  city:  _        me 

"The  Brethren,  or  Dunkers,  known  m  ^ 
places  as  German  Baptists,  dedicated  the" ' 
house  of  worship  on  Hawkins  Street  last  S  .^ 
afternoon.  The  name  Dunker  was  give"  tn  „( 
derision,  as  was  Methodist  to  the  follow  ^ 
John  Wesley.  Their  real  name  is  Brethrenearerj  in 
date  back  to  the  year  1708,  when  they  aPpeeligions 
Germany,  but,  being  persecuted  for  the'r  phii3del- 
belief,  they  fled  to  America,  landing  at  ^ 
phia  in    1717,    and    founded  Germantown. 


October  10, 


THE   GOSPBH   MESSE1TGEB. 
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detnn 

lion  during  th 


have  the  honor  of  printing  the  first  Bible  that  was 
blished  in  this  country.  It  was  in  ihe  German 
language,  but  the  plates  were  destroyed  in  the  War 
„f  tht  Revolution.  Like  the  Quakers,  they  con- 
nd  this  brought  them  much  persecu- 
of  independence.  They  were 
looked  upon  as  disloyal  to  their  country,  when,  in 
realitv,  they  were  conscientiously  adhering  to  their 
belief  that  all  wars  are  unjustifiable  and  could  be 
settled  by  arbitration. 

"These  excellent  people  are  opposed  to  litiga- 
tion, and  are  unfavorable  to  the  settling  of  dis- 
putes or  debts  before  courts  of  justice.  Wften 
called  upon  to  testify  they  affirm.  They  are  pro 
verbially  honest  in  their  dealings  with  their  fellow- 
men.  In  dress  they  are  very  plain,  the  women 
wearing  what  they  call  the  prayer-covering  when 
in  church.  This  consists  of  a  plain  cap  made  of 
bobinet,  or  other  thin  material,  and  jewelry  of  all 
kinds  is  eschewed. 

"In  doctrinal  belief  they  are  somewhat  peculiar. 
They  practice  trine  immersion  for  baptism,  wash- 
ing of  feet  and  the  partaking  of  a  full  meal  when 
celebrating  the  Lord's  Supper.  Their  salutation  is 
the  'holy  kiss'  They  claim  to  have  published 
the  first  Sunday  school  literature  in' this  country; 
and  to  have  established  the  first  old  fo  ks'  home 
in  America.  They  also  claim  to  be  the  oldest  tem- 
perance society  on  this  continent.  From  the  be- 
ginning, in  1717,  they  refused  membe  ship  to  any 
man  who  engaged  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors.  They  are  the  implacable  ene- 
mies of  the  saloon,  drinking  and  drunkenness,  an  I 
all  can  be  counted  on  the  side  of  prohibition. 
From  the  beginning  they  have  been  woman  suffra- 
gists, their  women  taking  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
church.  While  they  oppose  the  plan  of  some 
churches  in  founding  theological  seminaries,  yet 
they  have  many  good  schools  and  believe  in  liberal 
education.  They  are  not  money-getters,  yet  they 
are  an  industrious  and  frugal  people.  Ministers 
Jricor,  like  Paul,  with  their  own  hands,  and  what  is 
L  .<v'ng  for  their  support  is  secured  by  .voluntary 

La    ';rit>Ut!OnS.       They    prar-lir-e    .OBa'W1""'    *'"S" 

Rng  and  all  kneel  in  prayer. 

'  "  Eld.  P.  S.  Myers,  the  pastor  of-  the  Los  Ange- 
les church,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  Sun- 
day. '  Through  his  industry  the  church  was  out  of 
debt  and  no  collection  was  necessary.  His  sermon 
was  on  practical  lines,  and  was  well  received  by 
the  audience.  The  church  is  commodious  and  is 
well  finished  within.  Two  good  rooms  are  cut  off 
from  the  auditorium  by  sliding  doors,  and  will  be 
used  for  Sunday  school,  prayer  meeting  and  other 
purposes.  The  building  is  a  credit  to  that  portion 
of  the  city  in  which  it  is  situated,  and  especially  to 
the  efficient  pastor  and  to  the  members  of  the 
church.  The  Voice  wishes  these  peculiar  and  ex- 
cellent people  the  greatest  attainable  success." 


PREACHING  CHRIST. 


BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 


To  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  Washington,  D.  C.  :— 

Your  spirit-indited  epistle,  of  the  7th  inst., 
came  last  evening.  It  is  a  vivid  illustration  of  the 
declaration  of  Christ,  "  They  are  not  of  the  world, 
even  as  I  am  not  of  the  world."  John  17:  14.  The 
true  child  of  God  cannot  hide  his  credentials,  even 
in  writing  a  letter.  This  is  where  many  in  the 
Brotherhood  commit  a  very  serious  error.  The 
whole  aspect  of  the  Christian  is  the  expression  of 
the  indwelling  Christ.  We  are  crucified  to  the 
world,  and  the  world  unto  us,  and  the  antagonism 
is  radical, — irreconcilable.  The  God-born  soul  loses 
its  taste  for  the  enjoyments  which  characterize  the 
World. 

The  Christian  is  very  complacent  but  not  compli- 
"»t  in  his  relation  to  the  world.  We  win  people  by 
Jove,  not  by  concession  to  their  flesh-pleasing  ways. 
The  cross  allows  us  all  the  liberty  which'  God  Him- 
self enjoyed  while  in  the  flesh.  More  than  this,  a 
Christian  will  not  ask  nor  desire.  A  quid  or  cigar, 
or  P'pe  in  Christ's  mouth,  or  the  paraphernalia  of 
'ashion  on  His  person,  is  inconceivable.  God  does 
"°t  behave  Himself  in  that  way. 


Christians  are  duplicates  of  Christ,  and  Christ 
is  God  Incarnate.  The  church  need  not  legis- 
late on  these  matters;  God  has  settled  it  beyond 
all  controversy  in  the  life  of  Je~us  Christ.  Any- 
thing short  of  conformity  to  the  Divine  Pattern 
given  in  Emmanuel,  is  not  the  product  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  The  same  spirit  that  made  the  Christ,  al 
so  makes  the  Christian.  From  beginning  to  full 
development,  the  process  is  the  same. 

The  religion  that  must  be  originated  in  baptism, 
can  no  more  make  a  Christian,  than  the  birth  at 
Bethlehem  can  originate  Christ.  Birth  and  bap- 
tism are  expressions  of  an  antecedent  life.  The 
generative  act  conveys  all  the  elements  that  are 
to  unfold  in  all  the  activities  and  glories  of  end- 
less evolution.  This  is  a  Gospel  indeed,  and  this 
you  may  feebly  and  earnestly  preach  in  the  Nation- 
al Capital,  Let  people  laugh  and  stare  and  de- 
ride, preach  it  without  cessation  or  compromise. 
Whoever  accepts  it  will  not  need  Annual  Meeting 
to  trim  his  or  her  apparel  at  any  point,  from  the 
crown  of  the  head,  to  heel  and  toe.  The  Holy 
Ghost  does  his  own  trimming,  and  it  is  all  "ac- 
cording to  Christ  Jesus."  The  Paraclete  is  not  a 
myth,  not  an  influence,  not  a  thing,  but  a  Person, 
as  really  as  Christ,  dwelling  in  us  and  controlling 
our  thoughts,  desires,  impulses,  and  making  us  as 
conscious  of  His  presence,  as  we  are  of  our  own 
personality.  Get  people  converted,  make  them 
familiar  with  Christ,  not  simply  as  an  objective 
model,  but  as  a  living,  present,  all-directing  im- 
manence, and  you  will  need  no  ecclesiastical  com- 
pulsion to  get  rid  of  the  world's  costume. 

To  accept  sound  doctrine  is  one  thing,  but  to 
accept  Christ  is  infinitely  more.  Not,  what  have 
we  intellectually  endorsed,  but  what  have  we  be- 
lieved unto  salvation,  will  be  the  criterion  for  eter- 
nity. Be  an  out  and  out  Christian,  live  and  preach 
Christ,  and  God  will  give  you  I  Thess.  2:  19,  20. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


KNOWING. 


Our  faith  corresponds  with  what  we  have  been 
taught,  or  what  we  have  learned,  hence,  if  we  have 
been  taught  wrong,  our  faith  is  wrong, — so  faith 
alone  is  no  safe  guide.  Our  feelings  generally  fol- 
low what  we  believe, — since  we  sometimes  are 
made  to  believe  wrong  things,  or  things  different 
to  what  they  really  are,  it  is  unsafe  to  be  governed 
by  our  feeling.  We  cannot  always  govern  our  feel- 
ings, hence  feeling  right  is  no  evidence  that  we 
are  right.  It  certainly  is  true  that  if  we  feel  wrong 
we  are  wrong.  If  our  hearts  condemn  us,  God 
tainly  will.  1  John  3:  20.  On  the  other  hand, 
may/erf  all  right,  and  still  be  in  the  wrong,  am 
that  instance  God  will  condemn  us  also.  It  is 
safe  to  only  feel  right  or  believe  we  are  right,  but 
we  must  know  we  are  right.  The  thought  presents 
itself,  How  can  we  know  whether  we  are  right? 
The  evangelist  John  tells  us  plainly  in  I  John  2:  3- 
5,  "And  hereby  we  do  know  that  we  know  him,  if 
we  keep  his  commandments."  "Whoso  keepeth 
his  word,  in  him  verily  is  the  love  of  God  perfected. 
Hereby  know  we  that  we  are  in  him."  "  For  as 
many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  are  the 
sons  of  God."  "  The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness 
with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God." 
Rom.  8:  14  and  16,  "What  shall  we  then  say  to 
these  things?  If  God  be  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us?"     Rom.  8:31. 

Hooversville,  Pa. 


'FOR  ALL  FLESH  IS  AS  GRASS." 
BY  CLARA  D. 


Pet.  1:  24. 


On  a  very  hot  day  in  summer,  how  refreshing  to 
the  eyes  (especially  to  those  who  live  in  the  city) 
to  look  upon  a  beautiful  lawn  of  nicely-mowed 
grass!  The  Lord,  when  he  made  the  earth  "  bring 
forth  grass,"  Gen.  1:  11,  knew  its  soothing  powers. 

In  Isa.  51:  12  we  read,  "  I  even  I  am  he  that  com- 
forteth  you:  who  art  thou,  that  thou  shouldst  be 
afraid  of  a  man  that  shall  die,  and  of  the  Son  of 


man  which  shall  be  made  as  grass."  Many-colored 
flowers  are  beautiful  to  see,  but  the  different  tints 
of  green  in  the  grass  are  always  restful  to  the  eye, 
especially  after  a  cooling  shower,  when  every  blade 
seems  to  sparkle  with  diamond  drops.  "  He  shall 
come  down  like  rain  upon  the  mown  grass:  as 
showers  that  water  the  earth."     Ps.  72:  6. 

The  prophet  Isaiah  (40:  6,  7,  6)  says,  "All  flesh 
is  grass,  and  all  the  goodliness  thereof  is  as  the 
flower  of  the  field."  How  the  cattle  like  to  roam 
on  a  hot  night  in  the  green  meadowsl  Deut.  11: 
15  tells  us,  "And  1  will  send  grass  in  thy  fields  for 
thy  cattle,  that  thou  mayest  eat  and  be  full." 

Nebuchadnezzar,  a  very  wicked  king,  was  driven 
from  men,  and  did  eat  grass  as  oxen.  Dan.  4:  32. 
Christ  says,  "Wherefore  if  God  so  clothe  the 
grass  of  the  field,  which  to-day  is,  and  to-morrow 
is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not  much  more  clothe 
you,  O  ye  of  little  faith?  "  Matt.  6:  30.  In  Revela- 
tion 9:  4  we  read,  "And  it  was  commanded  them 
that  they  should  not  hurt  the  grass  of  the  earth, 
neither  any  green  thing,  neither  any  tree;  but  only 
those  men  which  have  not  the  seal  of  God  in  their 
foreheads."  May  we  all  try  to  have  that  seal,  so 
as  to  inherit  eternal  life,  "  for  the  grass  withereth, 
the  flower  fadeth:  but  the  word  of  our  God  shall 
stand  forever."     Isa.  40:  8. 
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THREE  POPULAR  ERRORS  EXAMINED. 
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Matt.  12:  43-45  says,  "When  the  unclean  spirit 
is  gone  out  of  a  man,  he  walketh  through  dry  pla- 
ces, seeking  rest,  and  findeth  none.  Then  he  saith, 
I  will  return  into  my  house  from  whence  I  came 
out;  and  when  he  is  come,  he  findeth  it  empty, 
swept  and  garnished.  Then  goeth  he  and  taketh 
with  himself  seven  other  spirits  more  wicked  than 
himself,  and  they  enter  in  and  dwell  there:  and 
the  last  state  of  that  man  is  worse  than  the  first." 

ine  error  that  is  taught  in  the  above,  is,  that 
the  man  is  in  a  saved  state  at  the  time  of  the  going 
out  of  the  evil  spirit.  This  cannot  be  true,  be- 
cause the  man  certainly  is  not  in  a  saved  condition 
before  the  Holy  Spirit  occupies  his  heart,  and  it 
is  clearly  shown  in  this  case,  that  he  is  not  dwell- 
ing in  that  heart  because  it  is  empty,  and  is  so  de- 
clared to  be,  when  the  unclean  spirit  returned.  It 
is,  however,  in  a  good  condition  to  be  occupied  by 
the  Spirit,  for  it  is  "  empty,  swept  and  garnished." 

Here  the  question  may  arise,  "Why  does  not 
the  Holy  Spirit  enter  into,  and  dwell  in  the  mani 
as  soon  as  the  evil  spirit  goes  out?  "  I  answer,  The 
one  would  follow  the  other  very  soon,  if  it  were 
not  that  the  man  fails  to  use  the  means  which 
have  been  provided  therefor.  In  Matt.  11:  28,  29 
we  have  the  case  presented  clearly.  Jesus  says, 
"Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest  "  Here  is  the  place 
at  which  the  fatal  mistake  is  made.  Having  come 
to  a  state  of  strong  conviction,  under  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  as  a  convicting  agency,  through 
the  knowledge  of  God's  Word,  the  person  so  awak- 
ened makes  confession  of  his  sins  and  obtains  the 
rest  promised.  Here  he  gains  the  mastery  over 
the  evil  spirit  so  far,  that  he  must  leave,  and  he  is 
nicely  on  the  way  to  a  royal  victory,  where  the 
promise  is  grand  and  complete  over  all.  But,  un 
fortunately,  he  stops  too  soon,  before  the  Holy 
Spirit  takes  possession,  which  he  will  not  do,  un- 
til the  man  complies  with  the  rule  fully.  This  re- 
quires not  only  a  coming  to,  and  confessing  of 
Christ,  but  he  says,  "  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
learn  of  me;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  and 
ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls." 

Here  is  where  the  promise  of  the  gift  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit  comes  in,  and  that  always  brings  rest  to 
the  soul.  The  first  rest  is  only  the  easing  up  of  the 
troubled  conscience,  because  of  a  knowledge  of 
sin,  and  the  commonly-accepted  doctrine  is  that  at 
this  point  the  penitent  sinner  receives  the  remis- 
sion of  his  sins  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
as  such  is  in  a  saved  condition. 
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This  error  being  accepted  so  generally,  accounts 
for  the  many  conversions  claimed,  who  are  found 
back  in  the  world  in  a  short  time.  If  they  would 
go  far  enough  to  have  the  Holy  Spirit  take  up  his 
abode  in  their  hearts,  the  unclean  spirit  could  not 
so  readily  gain  an  entrance  there,— for  he  would 
then  soon  be  convinced  of  the  fact,  that,  "  He  that 
is  in  you,  is  greater  than  he  that  is  in  the  world." 
But  the  house  being  empty,  proves  that  the  Holy 
.-pint  is  not  there,  and  therefore  that  person  is  not 
in  a  saved  state,  because  the  Lord  is  not  in  his 
heart,  as  a  Savior. 

Such  persons  are  to  be  pitied,  because  they  need 
salvation,  they  want  to  be  saved,  and  doubtless 
would  be  saved,  but  for  the  false  doctrine  taught  to 
them.  The  Lord  says,  "  I  have  not  sent  these 
prophets,  yet  they  ran:  I  have  not  spoken  to  them 
yet  they  prophesied."     Jer.  23:  21. 

The  second  point  considered  will  be,  At  what 
stage  of  our  experience  do  we  receive  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit? 


"THE  LORD'S  PRAYER."-A!att.  6:  0-13. 

BY  NOAH  LONGANECKER. 

This  is  not  called  "The  Lord's  Prayer"  because 
it  is  believed  that  the  Lord  used  the  exact  form 
himself,  but  because  he  commanded  his  disciples 
to  use  it.  In  Luke  II:  I  we  read,  "As  he  was 
praying  in  a  certain  place,  when  he  ceased,  one  of 
his  disciples  said  unto  him,  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray, 
as  John  also  taught  his  disciples."  Hence  we  have 
the  above  prayer. 

It  is  said  that  every  public  teacher  among  the 
Jews  gave  some  form  of  prayer  to  his  disciples. 
So  John  the  Baptist  and  Christ. 

We  know  nothing  but  what  we  learn.  Hence  to 
the  extent  in  which  we  are  anxious  and  take  pains 
to  learn,  will  we  know.  "  Knowledge  is  power  "  in 
prayer.  We  must  learn  to  do  all  good  things  in 
the  best  way. 

1.  The  address:  "Our  Father  which  art  in  heav- 

^..."      "■0<*i"iMi  -wjr"      nticilic>|;l,]i„/„l£.l, 

ness  is  for  once  and  forever  excluded.  God's  peo- 
ple can  not  be  selfish.  No  selfish  man  is  a  disciple 
of  Christ.  To  "  love  our  neighbor  as  ourselves  " 
is  the  first  thought  expressed  in  the  address.  It  is 
said  that  "  the  church  that  is  not  a  missionary 
church  is  a  dead  church."  So  it  is  with  each  indi- 
vidual member.  "  God  is  love,"  and  love  is  the 
life  of  the  soul.  What  a  world  of  meaning  in  the 
little  word  "our!  "  God  desires  that  all  should  en- 
joy good,  be  happy,  and  be  saved.  Do  we?  Is 
that  the  leading  thought  in  our  prayers?  "  Our  Fa- 
ther." The  term  "father"  implies  generator, — 
one  who  gives  origin,  a  producer  or  author.  In 
thus  addressing  God  we  acknowledge  him  as  the 
Author  of  our  being  and  of  all  good, — temporal  and 
spiritual. 

Further:  The  Word  teaches  us  that  we  should 
have  a  strong  and  abiding  confidence  in  God.  In- 
deed, here  is  our  strong  tower  in  prayer.  There  is 
not  another  term  in  the  English  language  that  will 
cill  forth  stronger  confidence  in  God.  if  its  import 
is  fully  comprehended.  We  must  believe,  if  we 
would  receive.  Heb.  11:  6  reads  as  follows:  "He 
that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is,  and 
that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek 
him." 

The  term  further  teaches  God's  great  love  to 
us,  and  the  affectionate,  tender,  and  respectful  love 
we  should  have  toward  him.  "We  love  him  be- 
cause he  first  loved  us." 

"Who  art  in  heaven."  This  teaches  us  that  God 
is  pure  and  holy;  that  he  is  omnipotent,  omniscient, 
omnipresent,  and  that  his  dominion  is  over  all. 
"  Look  down  from  thy  holy  habitation,  from  heav- 
en." Deut.  26:  15.  He  is  both  able  and  willing  to 
help  all  in  every  time  of  need. 

2.  First  petition:  "  Hallowed  be  thy  name." 
"Thy  name"  stands  for  God  himself.  In  all  our 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds  we  should  honor,  rev- 
erence, and  glorify  God.  "  Whoso  offereth  praise 
glorifieth  me."  Psa.  50:  23.  Not  that  we  can 
make  God  more  holy  and  glorious  in  his  being,  but 


if  we  thus  reverence  him,  all  within  us  will  more 
and  more  feel  and  realize  that  he  is  such.  We, 
then,  all  feel  that  "  holy  and  reverent  is  thy  name." 

"Sanctify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts."  1  Pet. 
3:15.  In  this  line  we  pray.  With  what  reverence 
and  godly  fear  should  we  approach  before  the 
Lord?  "  Draw  not  nigh  hither;  put  off  thy  shoes 
from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thoustand- 
est  is  holy  ground."  Ex.  3:  5.  Let  all  who  name 
the  name  of  God  depart  from  iniquity.  "  Be  ye 
holy,  for  I  am  holy." 

Let  us  ever  remember  that  the  term  "our"  in- 
cludes others  with  ourselves;  hence,  when  we  pray 
for  ourselves,  we  should  pray  for  others.  Do  we 
pray  that  God's  name  might  be  hallowed  in,  through, 
and  by  us,  so  likewise  we  pray  for  others.  So  we 
remark  of  the  entire  prayer. 

3.  Second  petition:  "  Thy  kingdom  come." 
"  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink;  but 
righteousness,  and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost."  The  Bible  refers  to  it  in  various  aspects. 
Sometimes  reference  is  made  to  it  as  being  set  up 
in  the  heart  of  an  individual  person.  At  other 
times  a  reference  is  made  to  it  under  the  term  of 
the  church  militant.  Then,  again,  the  millennial 
stage  is  referred  to.  Lastly  we  have  its  trium- 
phant stage.  John  has  reference  to  its  trium- 
phant stage  in  Rev.  22;  20.     "  Even  so,  come,  Lord 

Some,  who  fail  to  see  the  above  fact,  tell  us  that 
we  have  no  right  to  use  the  Lord's  Prayer;  because, 
say  they.  God's  kingdom  has  already  come.  We 
sometimes  think  such  people  have  but  very  little  of 
it  in  their  own  hearts,  else  they  would  yearn  that 
others  might  enjoy  it. 

Again;  the  more  we  have,  the  more  we  long  for. 
Some  have  such  a  limited  measure  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  they  believe  it  wrong  for  a  child  of  God 
to  pray  for  a  more  full  measure.  We  can  but  pity 
and  pray  for  such.  This  is  a  wonderful  missionary 
prayer.  "  Let  thy  kingdom  come."  May  right- 
eousness, peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  be  es- 
tablished in  all  hearts!     May  Christ's  .church  mili- 


may  this  not  be  confined  to  its  present  stage,  but 
may  the  millennial  stage  come  soon!  May  it  come 
to  all!  And  when  all  shall  have  been  brought  un- 
der the  power  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  these  several 
stages,  then  will  they  be  prepared  for  the  triu'm- 
phant  stage.  He  who  prays  the  Lord's  Prayer 
thus,  must  certainly  have  a  measure  of  the  Spirit 
of  Christ. 

4.  Third  petition.  "Thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as 
it  is  in  heaven."  In  heaven  all  do  God's  whole  will. 
They  do  it  always  and  heartily.  This  is  done  in 
them,  by  them,  and  for  them.  "  Not  my  will,  but 
thine,  be  done,"  is  the  united  voice  of  heaven. 
Here  on  earth  we  seem  to  be  willing  that  God's 
will  be  done,  providing  that  we  are  on  "  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means;  "  that  is,  as  we  want  it 
done.  Were  but  this  one  petition  granted,  there 
would  be  a  universal  renovation  of  society.  There 
would  be  the  most  wonderful  changes  in  the  family, 
state,  and  church.  It  would  be  simply  folly  for,  us 
to  try  to  describe  the  great  change.  It  would 
reach  the  heart  and  life  of  every  person,  yea,  more, 
of  all  things,  animate  and  inanimate.  What  a 
prayer! 

5  Fourth  petition:  "Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread."  Bread  here  includes  all  temporal  and 
spiritual  good,  for  God  is  the  author  and  dispenser 
of  all  such.  Man  has  two  natures.  God  supplies 
both.  We  do  not  merit  any  good.  Hence  we  ask 
it  as  a  gift.  "  Give  us  our,"— God's  true  children 
will  ask  for  good  to  all.  As  the  address,  so  this 
petition  excludes  all  selfishness.  This  petition  ex- 
cludes all  over-anxious  thought  for  the  future. 
"  This  day  our  daily  bread."  In  line  with  this  pe- 
tition is  Matt.  6:  25-34.  We  are  bankrupt,  and 
must  come  to  God  as  beggars.  "  It  is  of  God's 
bounty  we  all  must  be  fed." 

6.  Fifth  petition:  "Forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we 


forgiv 


debto 


her. 


epre- 


in  line  with  this  petition.  Free  forgiveness  thro~"i 
the  compassion  and  mercy  of  God  in  Christ 
Bible  doctrine  contained  in  this  petition  u/k  * 
a  solemn  truth  is  here  taught!  Forgiveness  " 
only  be  obtained  from  God  on  the  condition  ,1" 
forgive  others.     Mercy  from  God  can  oniy  i' 


obtained  on  the  condition  that  we  are 


merciful  to 


others.  To  use  Christ's  illustration, — we  must 
mit  "  a  hundred  fence  "  or  we  cannot  expect  Christ 
remit  unto  us  "  ten  thousand  talents."  That  man  wh 
prays  this  petition  with  an  unforgiving  heart,  but 
condemns  himself  to  suffer  eternal  misery  atuj 
woe,  for  he  prays  to  God  to  forgive  him  "as  ht 
forgives  "  his  fellow  mortal.  Again  we  say,  What  a 
prayer! 

7.  Sixth  petition:  "Lead  us  not  into  tempta. 
tion."  The  Bible  uses  the  word  "tempt"  in  two 
senses,  (a)  To  entice  to  sin;  (b)  to  test;  to  try;  to 
prove.  God  never  entices  to  sin,  but  he  always 
tries  or  proves  the  children  of  men.  Some  writers 
mock  at  the  idea  of  this  world  being  a  stage  of 
trial.  We  are  on  trial  for  the  sake  of  improve- 
ment. This  is  true,  even  if  we  consider  this  peti- 
tion but  a  "  Hebraism,"  where  God  is  said  to  do 
a  thing,  which  he  only  permits  or  suffers  to  be 
done.  John  and  James  were  not  the  only  disciples  o( 
Christ  who  were  baptized  with  the  baptism  of  fin 
or  suffering.  Therefore  Peter  writes,  "  Beloved, 
think  it  not  strange  concerning  the  fiery  trial  which 
is  to  try  you,  as  though  some  strange  thing  hap- 
pened unto  you."  I  Pet.  4:  12.  But  here  is  the 
beauty  of  this  petition.  God  knows  our  weakness, 
and  he  would  have  us  know  and  feel  it.  Hence  we 
should  ever  pray  to  God,  "  O  my  father,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me:  nevertheless 
not  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt."  Matt.  26 
in  the  language  of  this  petition,  "  Lead  us  not  into 
temptation." 

8.  Seventh  petition:  "Deliver  us  from  evil." 
Satan  is  the  evil  one.  He  is  the  fountain  of  all  evil 
and  sin.  The  mark  of  a  true  child  of  God  is  his  ar- 
dent longing  to  be  delivered  from  all  sin 
was  a  man  after  God's  own  heart.  Read  h 
^>ti  *-his  thouerht.  Rememberthe  pptltiw... 
us."  Were  we  to  pray  for  others  as  this  pet/fw 
directs,  when  they  are  overcome  by  evil,  or  when 
assailed  by  evil,  instead  of  casting  them  out  with 
an  "anathema,"  how  many  more  might  be  saved! 
Who  were  worse  than  the  persecutors  of  Christ 
and  Stephen?  The  conversion  of  the  many  on 
Pentecost  was  an  evidence  that  God  heard  Christ's 
prayer  on  the  cross.  Saul's  conversion  was  an  evi- 
dence that  the  Lord  Jesus  heard  Stephen's  prayer, 
when  he  was  stoned  to  death.  Let  us  go  and  r° 
likewise !  We  are  not  delivered  from  evil  because 
we  ask  not  for  ourselves.  Others  are  not  delivered 
because  we  do  not  pray  for  their  deliverance. 
Can  we  afford  to  neglect  this  petition?  Can  w 
afford  to  allow  any  of  this  wonderful  prayer  to  be- 
come formal?     Verily,  verily,  no. 

9.  The  conclusion  or  doxology  is,  "  For  thine  is 
the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory  forever. 
Amen."  "The  Lord  reigneth;  let  the  earth  re- 
joice." Psalm  97:  I.  God  can  and  will  answer  our 
prayers,  for  he  is  King.  The  kingdom  belongs 
to  him.  He  has  all  power.  All  glory  belongs  to 
him,  and  to  him  it  finally  must  redound,  and  that 
"forever."  The  little  word  "for"  has  a  world  ol 
meaning  in  this  doxology.  "Amen''  So  be  1; 
Let  it  be  so!  "  The  word  itself  implies  a  confiden 
resting  of  the  soul  in  God,  with  the  fullest  assur- 
ance that  all  these  petitions  shall  be  fulfilled  to 
every  one  who  prays  according  to  the  direc 
given  before  by  our  blessed  Lord." — Clarke. 
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sented  by  the  term  debts.  Our  sins  are  many, 
hence  debts.  We  are  bankrupt,  hence  we  have 
nothing  to  pay.     Read  Matt,  18:  23-35,  which  runs 


,f  the  most  difficult  chapter 

the    New  Testament.     There       • 
_=__  ti„-mii?h  tn» 


BY  S.  N.  McCANN 

This  is  perhaps 
to  understand  in  the    New  Testament.    There  a»£ 
however,  some  great  truths  running  throug       ^ 
chapter  that  we  ought  to  see  and  help  °tl>e 

see-  A  urea' 

In  verses  1-5  we  have  Paul's  deep  love  ana  b^ 
sorrow  for  the  lost  state  of  his  kinsmen,  who"1  ^.( 
foreknew,  expressed  in  his  earnest  zeal 
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alvation 


When  he  p«yed  th« 


Paul  seems  to  stand  where  Moses  stood    predestined  plan,  but  the  promised  seed,   and  all 


Lord  to  blot  him  out  of  the    wh 


book' 


in  every 
story  of  th 
would  sing  redemptic 
In  verse  6  Paul  say 


ch  he  had  written  if  he  would  not  forgive 
Z people  their  sins.  Ex.  32:  32. 
Such  love  and  sympathy  kindled  in  our  hearts 
the  LOST  would  make  missionaries  for  Jesus 
land.  This  world  would  soon  hear  the 
ross,  and  thousands  in  every  land 
ong. 

sorrow  is  not  as  though 
,(,,  Word  of  God  had  taken  none  effect.  The 
Word  of  God  has  taken  effect  and  the  result  is  that 
they  are  not  all  Israel  which  are  of  Israel.  This  is 
dearly  shown  in  Ezek.  18:  24,  "  When  the  righteous 
turneth  away  from  his  righteousness,  and  commit- 
teth  iniquity,  and  doeth  according  to  all  the  abomi- 
nations that  the  wicked  man  doeth,  shall  he  live? 
All  his  righteousness  that  he  hath  done  shall  not 
be  mentioned:  in  his  trespass  that  he  hath  tres- 
passed, and  in  his  sin  that  he  hath  sinned,  in  them 
shall  he  die."     See  Ezek.  33:  12,  13,  18. 

Though  God  had  foreknown  Israel  as  a  nation, 
his  word  took  effect  when  they  refused  to  hear  and 
be  governed  by  its  teaching.  Here  we  see  free 
moral  agency  acting  harmoniously  with  predestina- 
tion, and  restricting  even  the  called  to  those  who 
would  hear  God's  law.  God's  Word  taking  effect 
cut  off  the  predestined  race  until  salvation  reaches 
them  only  through  "THE  ELECTION  OF 
GRACE."     Rom.  II:  5;  verses  7-13. 

On  the  other  hand  God  restricts  his  blessings  to 
the  ones  that  he  chooses,— the  ones  that  he  predes- 
tinates for  a  purpose.  This  purpose  is  to  lead  up 
to  the  great  doctrine  of  salvation  by  grace,— not 
salvation  by  works  but  salvation,  as  a  gracious  gift 
of  God.  Eph.  2:  8,  9.  Rom.  6:  23.  "That  the 
purpose  of  God  according  to  election  might  stand, 
not  of  works,  but  of  him  that  calleth."     Rom.  9: 


V 


God  first  calls  Abram  out  from  all  his  kindred 
nd  out  from  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and 
romises  to  make  of  him  a  great  nation.     Gen.   12: 


\Why  was    Abram    Die 
n?     1 

God  ; 


cd  rather  than  Nahor  or 
purpose,  salvation  a  gift 
d  not  a  matter  of  debt.  Abraham  had 
eight  sons,  viz.,  Ishmael,  Isaac,  Zimran,  Jokshan, 
Medan,  Midian,  Ishbok  and  Shuah,  but  God  re- 
stricted his  blessing  to  the  one  ISAAC.  This  re- 
striction was  made  before  Isaac  was  born,  hence  it 
was  a  pure  matter  of  predestination.  The  other 
children  all  dropped  out.  Though  they  were  of 
Abraham's  seed,  they  were  children  of  the  flesh 
and  not  children  of  the  promise,  as  Isaac  was. 
Gal.  4:  28. 

Isaac,  though  a  child  of  promise,  is  blessed  with 
twin  children, — Esau  and  Jacob, — but  before  the 
children  are  born,  God  comes  in  with  his  sovereign 
power,  and  restricts  his  blessings  to  Jacob.  We 
have  here  a  case  of  the  same  parents, — a  case  in 
which  works,  either  in  the  parents  or  the  children, 
cannot  come  in  as  a  factor,  for  it  is  "  clay  of  the 
same  lump," — a  case  that  is  shaped  wholly  by 
God's  predestinating  hand,  shaped  by  God's  hand, 
"That  the  purpose  of  God  according  to  election 
might  stand,  not  of  works,  but  of  him  that  call- 
eth." 

Though  God  gives  us  these  clear  examples  of  his 
Plans,  showing  us  that  salvation  is  "  not  of  him 
that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God 
that  showeth  mercy  "  (v.  16),  we  are  slow  to  re- 
ceive salvation  as  a  gift  graciously  bestowed  upon 
whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord." 
om.  10:  13 


n  Jesus  may  come  under  that  pi 
they  will  only  use  the  power  that  God  places  in 
their  hands.    Rom.  1:  16;  John  1:  12;  3:  16. 

The  merit  not  being  in  works,  but  in  CHRIST, 
our  SUBSTITUTE,  makes  salvation  clearly  "  not 
of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of 
God  that  showeth  mercy." 

Verses  17-21.  Paul  here  shows  the  other  side, 
that  God  is  not  unrighteous  in  withholding  gifts 
and  blessings  from  whomsoever  he  chooses  and  not 
only  in  withholding  but  in  using  the  sinner  in  such 
a  way  as  to  glorify  his  name. 

All  stand  alike  under  condemnation  until  God 
sees  fit  to  bestow  a  gracious  gift  upon  the  one  or 
ones  that  he  may  elect.  The  others  are  not 
harmed,  for  nothing  is  taken  from  them;  they  are 
under  condemnation  from  the  beginning  and  there 
is  no  way  for  them  to  get  out,  hence  there  is  no  un- 
righteousness in  God,  if  he,  in  order  "  to  make  hi: 
power  known,  endured  with  much  longsuffering ' 
(v.  22),  the  Pharaoh  or  the  man  who  wills  not  to  re 
ceive  the  love  of  the  truth.    2  Thess.  2:  10. 

If  God  endures  this  evil  in  order  to  show  hi: 
power,  even  sending  them  strong  delusions  "  that 
they  all  might  be  damned  who  believed  not  the 
truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness,"  2 
Thess.  2:  12,  he  has  done  them  no  harm.  They  are 
not  under  his  predestined  plan,  "  therefore  hath  he 
mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he 
will  he  hardeneth." 

J  The  believer  is  no  better  than  the  unbeliever,  as 
far  as  nature  is  concerned,  and  may  not  be  as  good 
in  practice,  yet  God  has  mercy  upon  the  believer, 
laying  his  sins  upon  Jesus,  while  upon  the  unbe- 
liever he  has  no  mercy,  letting  him  bear  his  own 
sins,  and  often  using  him  to  manifest  his  glory- 
even  by  hardening  him. 

^God's  mercy  falls  upon  his  children  by  predesti- 
nation. Before  they  are  born,  they  are  elected  to 
glory,  not  because  of  any  merit  in  them,  but  be- 
cause God  foreordained  Christ  as  their  substitute, 
"that  he  might  be' just,  and  the  justifier  of  him 
which  believeth  in  Jesus."     Rom.  3:  20. 

He  wills  to  have  mercy  upon  the  believer  and  not 
upon   the   unbeliever,   though  "  clay  of  the  same 


While 


made  it, — what  led  him  to  it,  and  what  will  be 
necessary  on  our  part  that  we  may  make  wise 
choices  in  our  choosings.  In  this  lesson  we  have 
what  grows  out  of  wise  choosing. 

1.  It  prepares  men  for  large  receivings. 

2.  For  large  doing  and  giving. 
Solomon's  belongings  are,   here,  only  hinted  at, 

and  we  only  see  the  largeness  of  it  after  looking  at 
it  and  giving  it  careful  study.  Forty  thousand 
stalls  of  horses  for  his  chariots  and  twelve  thou- 
sand horsemen, — this  of  itself  makes  quite  an  army. 
As  this  was  a  standing  condition,  the  magnitude  of 
surroundings  may  be  imagined. 
1  Jerusalem  we  visited  the  "  Stables  of 
Solomon,"  as  they  are  found  underneath  the  city. 
There  are  found  acres  of  stables  where  thousands 
of  horses  could  be  kept,  and  that  they  date  back  to 
the  time  of  Solomon,  is  as  well  authenticated  as  the 
site  of  the  city.  There  are  seen  the  great  pillars, 
that  bear  up  the  roofing  above,  and  the  hitchings  to 
which  the  horses  were  fastened.  These  are  the 
"  Hand-writings  of  God,"  giving  reality  to  the  very 
interesting  story  of  this  wonderful  man. 

Solomon's  table  service  is  large  enough  to  stag- 
ger belief,  and  were  the  story  found  outside  of  Bi- 
ble history,  it  would  be  accepted  as  a  fairy  tale, 
id  23),  so  that  it  becomes  to  us  the 
hen  we  look  at  it  as  a  Bible  truth. 
:  have:  "  And  God  gave  Solomon 
derstanding  exceeding 
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It  don't  matter  how  good  our  works  are,  we  can 
not  be  saved  by  them.  Our  salvation  is  only  by 
God's  predestined  plan,  "  The  mystery  which  hath 
been  hid  from  ages  and  from  generations,  but  now 

"  made  manifest   to   his  saints: which  is 

Christ  in  you,  the  hope  of  glory."  Col.  1:  20,  27. 
"  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life."     Rom.  6:  23. 

In  verse  14  to  16  Paul  shows  that  God  is  not  un- 
r'ghteous  in  bestowing  special  gifts  upon  whomso- 
ever he  chooses  to  bless,— not  because  there  is 
merit  in  the  one  blessed  but  because  he  is  a  child 
8f  promise.     Gal.  4:  28.     None  can  come  under  the 


lun. 

.  Verses  19-21.  Paul  shows  that  though  clay  in 
the  potter's  hands  we  have  no  right  to  complain. 
God  could  have  made  every  one  a  vessel  to  honor, 
but  this  would  have  cut  off  free  moral  agency,  and 
as  the  great  Moulder  he  moulds  to  honor  or  to  dis- 
honor, according  as  the  clay  becomes  marred  in  his 
hands.  This  is  made  plain  by  "  the  word  which 
came  to  Jeremiah  from  the  Lord,  saying,  Arise,  and 
go  down  to  the  potter's  house,  and  there  will  I 
cause  thee  to  hear  my  words.  Then  I  went  down 
to  the  potter's  house,  and,  behold,  he  wrought  a 
work  on  the  wheels.  And  the  vessel  that  he  made 
of  clay  was  marred  in  the  hand  of  the  potter:  so  he 
made  it  again  another  vessel,  as  seemed  good  to 
the  potter  to  make  it.  Then  the  word  of  the  Lord 
came  to  me,  saying,  O  house  of  Israel,  cannot  I 
do  with  you  as  this  potter?  saith  the  Lord.  Be- 
hold, as  the  clay  is  in  the  potter's  hand,  so  are  ye 
in  mine  hand,  O  house  of  Israel.  At  what  instant 
I  shall  speak  concerning  a  nation,  and  concerning 
a  kingdom,  to  pluck  up,  and  to  pull  down,  and  to 
destroy  it.  If  that  nation,  against  whom  I  have 
pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil,  I  will  repent  of 
the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto  them.  And  at 
what  instant  I  shall  speak  concerning  a  nation,  and 
concerning  a  kingdom,  to  build  and  to  plant  it;  if  it 
do  evil  in  my  sight,  that  it  obey  not  my  voice,  then 
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LESSON  LIOHT-FLASMES. 

Solomon's  Wealth  and  Wisdom — 1  Kinss  4:  25-34- 

(Ltuon  for  Oct.  iS,  l8g6.) 

In  our  last  lesson  we  were   thinking  about  the 
wise  choice  that  Solomon  made  and  how  it  was  he 


the  East, 
who  were,  in  his 
men  of  the  age. 
sons  may  not  mc 
know  the  parties 


Chalde 


ed, 


they 


strong  comparisons  as  it  would  be 
l.»  nn„.  Who  F.than  and  the  sons  of 
Mohal  were  it  is  not  at  all  important  that  we 
should  know,  and  if  we  would  determine  to  know, 
our  information,  at  best,  would  be  only  "  probable." 
They  were  men  of  acknowledged  reputation  in 
their  day,  just  as  we  have  noted  men  among  us  to- 
day. The  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  the  narrative,  is 
to  show  the  power  of  wisdom,  and  its  desirableness, 
—not  to  get  what  Solomon  had  in  measure  and 
kind,  but  to  get  what  we  need  to  make  us  most  use- 
ful in  life  and  to  give  us  the  greatest  amount  of  joy 
and  real  satisfaction  in  this  life  and  in  the  life  to 

Much  of  the  greatness  and  enjoyments  in  Solo- 
mon's time  was  the  present,— the  seen  and  the  felt. 
Ours  is  "  the  hoped  for,"  yet  quite  as  certain  and  a 
thousand  times  more  real  than  that  which  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  have  to  enjoy.  But  in  the  get- 
ting of  it  wisdom  is  the  needed  thing.  "  In  all 
your  getting,  get  wisdom,"  applies  to  our  age  as 
well  as  it  did  thousands  of  years  ago.  And  the  en- 
._0  thought  about  it  is,  that  we  can  get  it  for 
king,  if  we  put  ourselves  in  the  right  attitude 
to  the  source  from  which  it  comes. 

It  is  true,  we  cannot  get  what  Solomon  got,  in 
measure  and  kind,  but  we  can  get  that  which  satis- 
fies. And  this  is  more  than  even  Solomon,  in  all 
his  glory  and  wealth  ever  experienced. 

The  pardon  of  our  sins  is  joy  unspeakable,  and 
an  anchored  hope  of  everlasting  life  is  the  "  un- 
searchable riches."  Both  of  these  heavenly  wisdom 
will  give  to  the  poorest  child  that  is  born  into  the 
kingdom  of  Christ. 

Do  we  want  this  wisdom  that  our  soul  may  be 
filled  with  joy  and  that  our  lives  may  be  made  rich 
in  hope?  To  us  it  is  said  by  James:  "  If  any  of  you 
lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all 
men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not:  and  it  shall  be 
given  him."  Solomon's  advantages  were  confined 
to  the  few.  Those  offered  by  the  Christ  are  for  all. 
"Whosoever  will."  This  means  me,  it  means  you, 
and  through  us,  the  whole  world.  Will  we  help 
them  to  get  it? 


ouragn 


H.  E.  B. 


the  qospbij  j^r^ssjci-ra-ES^- 


Octobe 


-?-THE  *  YOUNG  *  PEOPLE-^ 


OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    of    Heading:. 

VIUHi'    YEAH. 

I,  "  Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth,  1 1.04;  pnpcr .14  cents. 

1.  "Llle  of  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  27  cents:  paper IS  cents, 

1.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  BS  cents;  paper *)  cents, 

4.  "Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth 83  cents 

SECOND    YKAit. 

"  Miracles  of  Missions,"  cloth,  84  cents;  pnpor 34  cents. 

"  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  97  cents;  paper i<,  cents. 

Cnnnlbals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents. 

8.  "The  Seven  Lfiwsol  Teaching."  clotl 65  cents. 

THIRD    YKAU. 

0.  "  Divine  Enterprise  of  Missions,"  cloth f  1  00 

10,  '■Llleol  Kobert  Morrison."  cloth 70  cents. 

it.  "Do  Not  Say,"  and  "Acts  of  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-18 10  cents. 

la.  "In  the  Volume  of  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paptir 33  cents. 

^-Prices,  as  (riven  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 


India;  H.  M.  Berwick.  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  St. 

boro,  Pa.,  Edith  K.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Ncfl.  , 

Officers  of  Reading  Circle.— President,  W.  B.Stovci 

Treasurer,  Chalice  W.   Baker,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  Secretary,  I 
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Ircle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor   books  should    be 
0  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  III. 

THE  DROPPED  STITCH. 

One  small  life  in  God's  great. plan; 

How  (utile  it  seems  as  the  ages  roll, 
Do  what  it  may  or  strive  what  it  can 

To  alter  the  sweep  of  the  infinite  whole! 

A  single  stitch  in  an  endless  web. 

A  drop  in  the  ocean's  flow  and  ebb, 

But  the  pattern  is  rent  where  the  stitch  is  lost, 

Or  marred  where  the  tangled  threads  have  crossed, 

And  each  life  that  fails  of  the  true  intent 
Mars  the  perfect  plan  that  the  Master  meant. 
— Susan  Coolidge. 


CIRCLE  NOTES. 

BY  JAMES  M    KEFF. 

Bro.  J.  S.  Lair,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  sends  twenty- 
four  cents  in  postage  stamps  to  our  Secretary,  with 
instructions  to  use  them  in  sending  "  Life  of  Jud- 
son" to  our  ministers.  This  is  a  good  example 
and  one  that  others  might  easily  follow.  This 
small  donation  of  twenty-four  cents  will  pay  for 
the  mailing  of  eight  of  these  books,  and  who  can 
tell  how  much  good  they  may  be  the  means  of  do- 
ing? 

Below  we  give  a  list  of 


558,  Jacob  S.  Harley,  Harleysville,  Pa.;  559, 
James  P.  Lehman,  West  Philadelphia  St.,  York, 
Pa.;  560,  Sudic  M.  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  561, 
J.  Stover  Wingert,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  562,  Bertha 
Kring,  St.  Martin's,  Mo. 

To  our  list  of  Local  Secretaries  we  add  the  name 
of  H.  B.  Johnston.  Birmingham,  Iowa. 

A  brother  minister  writes  from  Robins,  Iowa,  or- 
dering a  copy  of  "Life  of  Judson."  He  says, 
"Anything  in  the  line  of  missionary  literature  is  in- 
tetesting  to  us.  The  desire  of  every  true  child  of 
God  should  be  to  gain  others  to  Christ  by  enlight- 
ening them  in  the  true  way.  What  a  safeguard  to 
the  young  Christian  soldier  is  the  reading  of  good, 
helpful  literature!  O,  that  the  young  of  our 
ch  may   be  awakened   more  and  more  to  the 
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Bro.  P.  F.  Ecki 
have  just  finished  1 
1  have  enjoyed  it  v 
tained  quite  so  wat 
as  I  now  do,  nor 
missions.  I  am  cc 
tendom  has  not  tht 
the  world  that  shoi 


of  La 


rk,   111., 


writes;  "  I 
eading  '  Crisis  of  Missions,'  and 
ery  much.  I  have  never  enter- 
m  a  feeling  for  foreign  missions 
so  ardent  an  interest  in  home 
nstrained  that  professed  Chris- 
desire  for  the  unsaved  part  of 
heart 


pie  of  Christ,  and  I  shall  strive  more  earnestly  to 
impart  that  feeling  to  others." 

Sister  Mary  E.  Frantz,  of  Holmesville,  Nebr., 
sends  the  names  of  seven  ministers  and  stamps  for 
mailing  of  a  "  Life  of  Judson,"  to  each  of  them. 
Her  letter  shows  an  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Cir- 
cle and  in  all  good  work  such  as  should  character- 
ize the  Lord's  own  everywhere.  We  are  encour- 
aged with  the  belief  that  the  friends  of  the  Circle 


re  increasing  in  number  and  activity,  and  that  it 
ill  yet  be  the  means  of  accomplishing  great  good 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 


Our  love  feast  was  held  last  evening,  Sunday, 
Sept.  26.  It  is  a  great  privilege  to  sit  at  the  Lord's 
table  where  we  may  enjoy  a  feast  of  love,  and  par- 
take of  the  emblems  of  Christ's  broken  body  and 
shed  blood.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  Bro. 
Joseph  Amick,  of  Mt.  Morris,  with  us  at  this  meet- 
ing. Bro.  Joseph  Lahman,  of  Mt.  Morris,  is  our 
present  elder,  Bro.  J  G.  Royer  having  resigned  on- 
ly last  spring.  Bro.  Kleppinger,  of  Ohio,  recently 
of  McPherson  College,  was  one  of  our  number  to 
surround  the  table.  He  has  come  to  attend  school 
in  the  city  the  coming  winter,  and  we  welcome  him 
to  our  church  services.  We  are  also  glad  to  see 
brethren  Rinehart  and  Garber  resume  their  school 
work  here,  and  be  with  us  again  as  brethren. 

We  had  a   pleasant   call   from   Bro.  D.   L.   Miller 
and  wife  a  few  days  ago.     Bro.  Galen  Royer,  of  Mt. 
Morris,  and  Bro.  J.  A.  Weaver  and  wife,  of   Monti- 
cello,  Ind.,  also  called  on  us  recently. 
*  #  # 

More  than  fifty  of  our  boys  and  girls  went  home 
last  Thursday  evening  bearing  flowers,  the  gift  of 
kind  sisters  of  Johnstown.  Pa.  Some  of  them  nev- 
er saw  such  large  bouquets  before,  and  the  first 
question  asked  by  some  was,  "May  we  have  them 
to  keep?"  We  thank  the  sisters  for  their  kind- 
ness. The  flowers  reached  us  in  good  condition 
and  were  enjoyed  by  the  children. 

Our  first  caller  last  Sunday  morning  was  a  little 
Sunday  school  girl.  She  came  before  we  had  our 
breakfast,  saying  "  I  snuck  off.  My  pa  was  asleep 
yet."  Although  we  were  hardly  ready  for  callers, 
and  conscious,  too,  of  the  Bible  injunction  that 
children  should  obey  their  parents  in  the  Lord,  we 
did  not  reprove  her  "most  severely"  for  taking 
.JvonUgco/Lci  fatl.c.'a  ;„dulgfng  in  sleep,  fie 
does  not  instruct  his  children  "in  the  Lord"  but 
satisfies  his  appetite  for  strong  drink  before  pro- 
viding for  the  needs  of  his  family.  We  learned 
that  the  little  girl's  absence  was  caused  the 
Sunday  before  by  her  scolding  father,  she  hav- 
ing called  in  the  afternoon  and  told  her  story. 
Some  one  suggested  to  her  (on  the  plea  that 
"where  ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise,") 
that  she  could  probably  "  slip  off"  and  her  father 
not  know  it,  but  she  quickly  replied,  "When  I'd 
come  home  I'd  git  it."  She  says,  "I  can  come  in 
the  nights  to  the  reading-room;  my  pa  is  away 
till  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  and  my  ma  lets  me 
come."  This  little  girl  is  crude  in  her  manner  and 
external  appearance,  but  wears  a  precious  jewel 
within.  We  need  daily  to  pray  for  more  of  the 
love  that  characterized  our  Savior  and  enabled  him 
to  say,  "Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  me, 
and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 
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A  PECULIAR  PEOPLE. 

BY  A  PECULIAR  WRITER. 


There  are  many  young  men  and  women  who  are 
afraid  to  do  what  they  think  they  ought  to  do,  as 
such  a  course,  on  their  part,  might  cause  them  to  be 
considered  by  others  as  peculiar. 

But  do  not  forget  that  God's  chosen  children  in 
the  past  were  a  peculiar  people,  and  they  are  so  to- 
day, and  will  be  to-morrow. 

And  why  not?  It  is  only  the  "peculiar"  that 
generally  attracts  attention. 

Common  people  are  an  every-day  and  hourly 
sight.  They  are  so  numerous  that  we  pass  them  by 
with  hardly  any  notice.  And  it  is  because  they  are 
so  common  and  not  peculiar. 

While  walking  up  Broadway  I  noticed  the  peo- 
ple looking  in  one  direction,  and  soon  found  out 
that  they  were  watching  a  peculiar  man  who  was 
walking  along  on  the  sidewalk, 


A  few  days 
had   informed 

amount  to  mu 


before   that  a  very 
me   that  he  thought  he  Vouid 
h,  as  his  neighbors  seldom 


een«ema» 


not 


walk  on  Broadway  I  was  able  to  tell  him  what'  ""* 
the  matter,  that  he  was  not  peculiar  in  any  m  1*^ 
whatever. 

It  was  once  my  lot  to  gaze  upon  a  Sunday  scho  1 
Bible  class  that  looked  about  as  large  as  the  a 
age  attendance  at  a  country  church.  I  asked  tk" 
pastor  how  it  was  that  such  a  body  of  men  could  h 
drawn  together,  and  his  reply  was  that  the  das 
had  a  peculiar  teacher — a  man  who  knew  the  Bibl 
from  beginning  to  end,  and  had  the  gift  of  making 
the  study  of  the  Word  very  interesting. 

Was  it  not  better  for  him  and  the  class  he  taught 
that  he  was  considered  a  peculiar  man  and  not  a 
common  one? 

It  is  no  disgrace  to  be  considered  peculiar,  pro 
vided  your  peculiarities  run  in  the  right  direction 

Almost  every  man  and  woman  who  amounts  to 
anything  is  peculiar— especially  those  who  are 
striving  to  make  the  world  and  the  people  that  are 
in  it  better. 

Peculiar  animals,  peculiar  flowers,  and  peculiar 
minerals  are  always  being  sought  after  and  made 
much  of. 

The  young  man  who  has  something  peculiarly 
good  or  peculiarly  bright  about  him  is  snapped  up 
by  some  one  who  has  the  common  sense  to  know 
that  it  is  the  peculiar  people  who  are  valuable. 
A  young  man  once  asked  me  the  question  why 
:  was  not  more  of  a  success,  as  there  was  nothing 
peculiar  about  him  that  people  should  not  take  to 
him.  How  little  he  had  studied  human  nature.  If 
he  had  been  a  more  apt  scholar  in  that  line  he 
would  have  "  caught  on  "  to  the  situation  and  real- 
ized that  he  was  so  common  that  he  was  practically 
out  of  the  market  when  men  were  looking  for  help, 
It  is  a  sad  sight  to  see  nothing  peculiar  in  a 
young  man  or  a  young  woman, — so  awfully  com- 
mon that  they  pass  unnoticed  by  the  thronj 
they  pass  through  the  world. 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  being  pe 
ar  and  being  eccentric.  The  eccentric  persS 
generally  one  who  is  not  well  balanced.  Speaking 
of  such  an  one,  the  general  remark  is,  "There  is  a 
screw  loose  somewhere." 

But  not  so  in  speaking  of  a  peculiar  individual, 
You  often  hear  this  remark:  "What  a  peculiarly 
bright  man;  "  or  "  What  a  peculiarly  grand  gift  she 
has  got." 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  be  peculiar  is  in  serving 
God  and  blessing  others. 

Suppose  people  do  notice  you;  that  is  better 
than  being  practically  unnoticed. 

To  be  almost  nothing  in  this  world  places  you  in 
a  condition  where  you  will  not  be  peculiar,  and 
that  will  result  in  not  being  very  conscious  in  the 
world  to  come. 

Never  sit  down  and  sing  "  O  to  be  nothing." 
When  you  get  in  that  kind  of  a  singing  mood  you 
are  nothing,  and  all  efforts  in  that  direction  should 
cease. 

A  lady  residing  in  a  Long  Island  town  once  in- 
formed me  that  she  had  a  "  peculiar  boy."  I  ex* 
pected  to  see  something  out  of  the  general  line  ol 
boys  when  the  time  came  for  an  introduction  to 
him.  And  I  was  not  disappointed,  for  the  informa- 
tion was  given  me  that  the  boy  got  up  of  his  own 
accord  every  morning  before  five  o'clock  and  It' 
the  fires  during  the  winter.  No  wonder  that  moth- 
er was  proud  of  her  "  peculiar  boy." 

It  is  somewhat  peculiar  to  do  good  and  refrain 
from  doing  wrong;  but,  nevertheless,  such  pecu  1 
arity  is  not  to  be  despised,  but. should  be  encour- 
aged. 

I  want  my  readers  to  be  so  peculiar  that  they 
will  be  noted  as  being  "  the  salt  of  the  earth." 

This  may  be  a  somewhat  peculiar  article,  but ;  my 
subject  calls  for  it.  Hold  fast  to  whatever  I  «>v 
said  that  will  make  you  in  the  future  more  Pecu^.h 
in  the  line  of  being  zealous  in  good  works.  Ifs"er 
is  the  effect  of  the  above  paragraphs,  I  W'",  "' 
be  sorry  that  my  mind  was  called  to  this  subjec 

a  verse  in  the  Bible. 
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A  THOUGHT  AT  TWILIGHT. 

Peace,  perfect  peace  is  mine  at  this  strange  hour 
That  comes  'twixt  day  and  night, 
The  shadows  fold; 
A  day  has  rolled 
Forever  from  my  sight. 
And  yet  I  feel  a  sense  of  unknown  rest, 
For  God  well  knows  that  I  have  done  my  best. 
Ob,  may  the  hour  that  just  precedes  Death's  sleep 
Hold  for  me  such  content! 


THE    GOSPEL    JVLESSE3STC3--r±l-fc^. 


Oh, 


isay 


On  that  last  day— 
"  My  life  hath  been  well  spent!  " 
And  then  I'll  fade  away  like  some  poor  flow'r 
Into  the  unknown  paths  at  twilight's  hour. 

—Charles  Hanson  Towne. 


WORK  IN  THE  WEST. 


BY    C.    B.    SMITH. 
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A  grand  work  could  be  done  here  in  Nebraska. 
The  field  is  ready  for  harvest  but  where  are  the 
reapers?  Let  us  not  only  pray  God  to  send  more 
labourers  but  let  us  go  and  if  we  cannot  go,  let  us 
assist  those  who  can  go.  By  so  doing  we  can  an- 
swer our  own  prayers. 

The  thought  has  often  occurred  to  me,  "  If  some 
of  our  well-to-do  brethren  in  the  East  would  send  a 
good  brother  out  here,— one  who  would  be  willing 
to  sacrifice  for  the  cause,— eternity  alone  would  re- 
al the  good  he  could  accomplish. 
Souls  in  Nebraska  are  just  as  precious  as  they  are 
^  India.  We  cannot  all  be  foreign  missionaries 
we  can  all  be  home  missionaries.  While  I  am 
full  sympathy  with  foreign  mission  work,  yet  I 
do  think  our  home  work  is  suffering.  Just  now  is 
the  time  for  a  successful  work  in  this  country. 
The  people  out  here  seem  to  be  all  on  an  equality, 
—very  common,  hard-working  people.  I  find  that 
the  Brethren's  doctrine  is  just  what  they  want.  As 
a  rule  they  are  not  affected  very  much  by  pride. 
They  tell  us  that  preaching  is  scarce  because  they 
are  not  able  to  buy  it.  t 

They  want  the  Gospel  we  have.  Will  we  give  it 
to  them?  Not  long  since  I  saw  in  the  Messenger 
an  appeal  to  ministers  and  elders.  I  am  aware  of 
the  fact  that  some  of  our  ministers  and  elders  are 
not  doing  their  duty.  But  while  we  have  one  min- 
ister who  is  not  doing  his  duty,  we  have  twenty 
lay  members  who  are  not  doing  their  duty 
towards  their  minister. 

Who  is  making  the  greater  sacrifice,— the  ministry 
or  the  laity?     I  say,  The  ministry,  by  far. 

Who  is  to  blame  when  your  minister  has  to  labor 
six  days  in  the  week  for  the  support  of  his  family 
and  on  Sunday  preaches  a  "sleepy  sermon?" 
The  time  was  when  such  work' as  that  would  do,  but 
the  day  has  come  when  it  will  not  do. 

It  seems  to  me  there  is  one  very  important  thing 
we  have  failed  to  do,— that  is  a  careful  study  and 
practice  of  First  Corinthians. 

There  is  one  great  lesson  for  many  of  us  to  learn 
yet,— that  of  sacrifice.  When  Peter  said,  "  Lo  we 
have  forsaken  all  and  followed  thee,"  what  was  Je- 
sus' reply?  It  was  my  privilege,  a  few  weeks  ago, 
where  we  were  holding  meetings,  to  hear  the  sub- 
ject of  Christian  giving  discussed.  They  seemed  to 
favor  giving  the  tenth.  A  brother  got  up  and 
said,  "  Brethren,  we  are  not  giving  anything  to  the 
Lord  when  we  give  him  that  which  belongs  to  him, 
The  tenth  is  his  now.  If  we  want  to  give  to  the 
Lord  we  must  give  more  than  that."  Another 
brother  said,  "  That  is  true,  but  I  think  we  would 
all  do  well  if  we  would  all  just  give  the  Lord  what 
belongs  to  him."  God  help  us  to  think  on  these 
things! 


So  many  of  us  are  like  a  certain  old  brother  and  sis- 
ter, who,  when  they  were  asked  to  give  a  little  of 
their  abundance  to  help  a  good  work,  answered, 
"  No,  we  have  worked  hard  for  what  we  have  and  we 
like  to  keep  it." 

My  sympathy  was  stirred  some  time  ago,  on  visit- 
ing one  of  our  mission  points,  and  finding  one  of 
our  worthy  brethren  and  his  family  in  want.  I  at 
once  laid  his  case  before  a  few  of  our  strong 
churches.  The  next  time  I  went  back,  the  sister 
told  me  what  they  had  received.  It  was  a  very  lit- 
tle but  it  helped  them  in  their  time  of  need.  Let 
me  say  to  those  who  gave  their  mite,  You  made 
happy  hearts.  Those  who  refused  to  give  should 
think  of  this  family  when  they  spend  that  nickel 
for  tobacco  or  candy,  or  a  glass  of  soda-water. 

We  preach  to  the  people  that  we  as  a  church  do 
not  believe  in  secret  societies.  We  tell  them  the 
church  cares  for  her  poor.  Are  we  doing  it?  You 
may  say,  "  Yes,  our  church  does."  Sometimes  there 
is  a  little  body,  not  able  to  help  each  other. 
Who  is  going  to  help  them?  Oh  God,  give  us 
mote  heart  religion.  We  are  glad  to  report  (in  our 
estimation)  a  bright  future  in  this  country  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  church. 

We  have  labored  under  many  disadvantages  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  but  notwithstanding  God  has 
been  with  us  and  many  have  started  to  live  for  Je- 
sus. We  feel  to  take  courage  and  go  on.  Come, 
brethren,  let  us  put  our  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and 
help  roll  on  the  "  Old  Gospel  Chariot." 
Arcadia,  Nebr. 
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of  Jericho  at  the  signal  of  his  servants,  will  just  as 
surely  lead  us  on  to  victory,  if  we  are  enthusiastic 
in  our  work.  Let  us  expect  souls  for  our  hire,  and 
the  glory  of  God  as  a  reward  for  our  diligence. 

To  succeed  in  this  great  work  some  sacrifice  is 
necessary.  Christ,  our  Leader,  sacrificed  for  a  time 
all  the  glories  of  his  heavenly  home,  and  endured 
all  the  shame  and  agony  ot  the  cross  that  we  might 
have  the  Gospel.     God,  the  Father,  was  with  Him 
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MISSIONS. 


BY   W.    S.    MUKRA 
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y  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  Then, 
if  a  sacrifice  is  necessary  on  our  part,  why  not  make 
it?  Is  life  so  dear  and  home  so  sweet,  or  the  rich- 
es of  this  world  so  soothing  as  to  be  purchased  at 
the  price  of  our  souls?  Yea,  and  not  ours  only,  but 
the  moaning  cry  of  the  heathen  nations  will  sound 
in  our  doomed  ears  when  we  lift  up  our  eyes  in 
hell,  where  we  shall  reap  what  we  have  sown. 
We  sow  to  the  flesh  and  of  the  flesh  we  shall  reap 
corruption.     Our   gold  and  our   silver    have    can- 


kered, and  the  rust  of  then 
against  us,  and  shall  eat  o 
James  5:  3.  Shall  this  be  0 
sow  the  seed  of  covetousne 
the  harvest  of  the  idolater  i 
tures  plainly  teach  that  covetousness 
Let  us,  then,  consecrate  ourselves 


has  proven  a  wanes 
■  flesh  as  it  were  fin 
just  doom?  Shall  w 
in  this  life,  and  rea 
the  next?  The  Scri| 
dolatry. 
ith  all  01 


ueans,  upon  the 
iummation  of  H 
shall  reign  with  h 
were  taught  to  g 


kin 


of  God,  and  hasten  the  con- 
upon  earth,  where  we 
a  thousand  years.  The  Jews 
tenth  unto  the  Lord  and  were 


eled   fro 


■ith 


world.' 


allien, 


To  be  engaged  in  the  work  of  missions 
highest  calling  of  the  Christian,  and  it  shi 
the  aim  of  every  true  follower  of  Christ  to  e 
this  heavenly  calling.  The  great  commar 
our  Captain  is,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  wo: 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,"  and  " 
with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
He  is  more  deeply  inicicBicd  than  yuu  or-J. 
we  give  our  money  and  our  prayers  for  the  1 
yet  Christ  gave  his  life  and  heaven  for  us.  To  ac- 
complish our  salval  ion  he  left  his  heavenly  home. 
He  was  the  great  Leader  of  the  missionary  band 
that  is  now  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  Satan  and 
the  strongholds  of  vice  in  the  darkest  corners  of 
the  earth. 

With  the  brightening  and  the  enlightening  rays 
of  the  sunlight  of  the  Gospel,  the  blackness  of  ig- 
norance, and  the  darkness  of  superstition,  which 
are  the  parents  of  idolatry  and  heathenism,  are 
fast  being  penetrated  and  routed,  and  oblivion  is 
claiming  her  just  consignment.  This  Roentgen  ray 
of  the  Gospel,  turned  upon  the  heathen  god,  will 
enable  the  pagan  devotee  to  see  at  a-  glance  both 
the  beginning  and  the  end  of  his  false  gods. 

Then,  with  Christ  as  our  great  Leader  and  Type, 
who  left  the  shining  corridors  of  glory  as  a  mission- 
ary to  this  benighted  abode  of  disobedient  and  fall- 
en mortals,  should  not  we,  who  are  the  stand: 
bearers  of  this  message  of  grace,  carry  it  and  lay 
it  before  our  erring  brother  beyond  the  sea,  who  is 
to-day  where  we  might  have  been  had  not  a  merci- 
ful God  permitted  his  dutiful  Son  to  carry  his 
message  of  salvation,  to  kindle  up  a  new  hope  from 
the  dying  embers  of  the  old  dispensation,  that  we 
might  be  saved?  Are  we  going  to  prove  ungrate- 
ful? Shall  not  we  freely  give  of  that  we  have  so 
bountifully  received?  Will  we  be  like  the  Dead 
Sea,  retaining  unto  stagnation  that  which  has 
blessed  us  unto  a  new  hope?  Or  shall  we  be  a  spark- 
ling, life-giving  fountain— after  having  received 
the  Water  of  Life  unto  the  saving  of  our  souls,  give 
it  out  again  as  glittering  and  as  pure  as  when  re- 
ceived, that  it  may  bless  another? 

Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  for  this  our  benighted 
race  beyond  the  deep  is  waiting  and  calling.  They 
are  fast  giving  up  their  devotions  to  an  image  that 
will  neither  promise  nor  fulfill.  Christ,  our  Cap- 
tain, is  marching  before  us  just  as  He  led  the  Israel- 
ites of  old.  Yea,  the  same  God  who  marshaled 
the  hOStS  °f  loshna,  and  who  broke  down  the.  walls 
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on  our  own  lust,  then  ease  our  conscience  with  the 

consoling  fact  that  we  have  done  all  that  God  re- 

anircc  of  •  •*  m«>  until  u/f  have  piven  our  whole 
th  all  our  possessions,  have  we 
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offerings.    Ye  are  cursed  with  a  curse:  for  ye  have 

robbed  me,  even  this  whole  nation.     Bring  ye  all 

the  tithes  into  the  storehouse,  that  there  may  be 

meat  in  mine  house,  and  prove  me  now  herewith, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  if  I  will  not  open  you  the 
windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  you  out  a  blessing, 
that  there  shall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it." 
Mai.  3:  8-10. 

Brethren,  are  you  surprised  to  see  the  heathen 
nations  rise  up  against  the  children  of  the  kingdom 
and  destroy  them  with  the  sword?  I  am  not.  Are 
you  surprised  to  see  a  political  crisis  that  threatens 
the  destruction  of  our  government?  I  am  not. 
Are  you  surprised  to  see  in  this  free,  fair  land  great 
hordes  of  tramps  and  destitute  beggars?  I  am  not. 
Are  you  surprised  that  a  just  God  will  shake  our 
beautiful  world  with  the  earthquake,— wash  it  with 
mighty  floods,— sweep  it  with  fearful  hurricanes 
and  curse  it  with  distressing  droughts?  I  am  not.' 
What  is  the  remedy?  Not  simply  an  increased 
giving,  an  enlarged  estimate  of  the  Lord's 
but  a  radically  different  conception  of  our  1 
to  our  possessions.  Let  us  instil  into  the  hearts  of 
this  Anglo-Saxon  race 
the  earth  and  Christianize  the 
doctrine  of  possession,  which  is  that  we,  with  all 
our  means  belong  to  God,  and  that  every  dollar  and 
every  cent  is  to  be  employed  in  the  way  that  will 
best  honor  Him.  Then  will  our  old  earth  bloom 
forth  a  veritable  Paradise,  fit  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  his  Christ  upon  earth.  Then  will  we  re- 
ceive the  blessing  that  will  be  so  great  that  there 
will  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it.  The  liberal 
soul  will  then  be  made  fat,  for  we  have  ceased  to 
rob  God. 
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sionary and  Tract  Committee.  At  the  last  meet- 
ttee,  held  at  Elizabethtown,  Pa., 
29,  the  donation  was  made  and 
th    many   thanks  to   the    liberal 
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SPECIAL  (NOTICE. 


attended 


to  those  o: 
\nnual   Con 


I  For  some  year: 
our  readers  who  \ 
ferences,  efforts  have  been  made  to  have  the 
church  assume  control  of  all  her  publishing  in- 
terests. Those  who  were  most  anxiously  con- 
cerned in  this  matter  felt  that  the  profits  arising 
from  our  church  publications  should  be  used  by 
the  church  in  forwarding  her  work.  It  was  also 
believed  that,  when  it  was  known  that  the  church 
owned,  controlled,  and  rr>r-r>;*/»rt  *h»  profit*  tric- 
ing from  such  publications,  the  circulation  of 
our  church  and  Sunday  school  papers  would 
largely  increase.  It  was  also  felt  that  if  the 
publishing  interests  belonged  to  the  church,  there 
would  be  no  possibility  of  other  papers  claiming 
church  patronage  being  started.  These  were  the 
feelings  and  motives  prompting  those  who  ear- 
nestly sought  to  induce  the  church  to  purchase 
the  Brethren's  Publishing  Company's  plant  and 
property. 

But  the  question  of  raising  the  money,  the 
financial  management,  the  fear  that  if  the  concern 
were  purchased  and  placed  under  the  immediate 
control  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  it  would  not  be 
well  managed,  and  other  considerations  kept  the 
brethren  from  agreeing  to  accept  the  offers  that 
were  made  from  time  to  time  for  the  last  twelve 
years.  But  the  sentiment  kept  growing  stronger 
in  favor  of  the  church  owning  the  publishing  in- 
terests. Many  Brethren,  who,  at  one  time,  could 
not  see  their  way  clear  to  favor  the  move,  now 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  right  thing  to 
do.  But  the  important  question,  as  to  where  the 
money  was  to  be  had,  was  the  great  hindrance  to 
the  project.  In  these  hard  times,  it  was  felt 
that  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  raise  S50.000, 
the  amount  necessary  to  secure  the  business. 

"Man  proposes  but  God  disposes,"  is  a  maxim 
that  is  as  true  to-day  as  when  it  was  first  ut- 
tered. While  the  question  of  raising  the  money 
to  buy  the  publishing  business  exercised  the 
minds  of  those  who  were  favorable  to  the  proj- 
ect, God  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  the  owners, 
and  others  who  were  similarly  disposed,  to  make 
liberal  donations  of  money  and  stock,  so  that  the 
entire  business  of  the  Brethren'; 


ransfer  of  the  business  to  the 
take  place  at  the  close  of  the 
ear.  Before  the  next  Annual 
Meeting  convenes,  the  Missionary  and  Tract 
Committee  will  have  charge  and  be  in  control  of 
all  the  publishing  interests  of  our  Brotherhood. 
The  profits  arising  therefrom,  it  is  understood, 
are  to  be  used  in  sending  out  the  Gospel  light 
into  all  the  world,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  authority  for  the  Committee  to  own  and 
control  the  publishing  business  of  the  church  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Minutes  of  our  Annual  Con- 
ference, 1893,  Report  of  Committee  on  Consol- 
idation, Sec.  3: 

The  object  of  this  Committee  shall  be  to  send  suitable 
Brethren  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  to  assist  in  building  plain 
houses  of  worship,  publishing  and  distributing  printed  matter, 
to  organize  and  build  up  churches,  and,  when  suitable  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  and  wisdom  dictates,  to  own  and 
control  all  the  publishing  interests  of  the  church. 

When  the  offer  was  made  to  the  Committee, 
as  it  was,  it  was  felt  that  the  only  wise  course 
to  pursue  was,  to  accept  and  hold,  as  a  sacred 
trust  for  the  church,  the  donation  of  the  Com- 
pany's business. 

It  was  decided  unanimously  that  no  change  be 
made  in  the  present  editorial  staff  of  the  Mes 
senger,  or  of  our  Sunday  school  papers,  or  Quar- 
terlies, or  in  the  management  of  the  business. 
The  same  brethren  who  have  managed  the  busi- 
ness for  some  years  for  the  Company,  will  now 
manage  it  for  the  Committee  and  the  church, 
it  wdo  trlau  decided  rliat  a  special  effort 
now  made  to  increase  the  circulation  of  our 
church  and  Sunday  school  papers;  now  ours  not 
only  in  name,  but  in  fact  as  well.  In  this  work 
the  Committee  invites  the  earnest  and  hearty  co- 
operation of  every  member  of  the  church.  Es- 
pecially can  the  elders  and  ministers  assist  in 
the  good  work.  Call  attention  to  this  notice  at 
your  regular  meetings,  as  well  as  to  the  excel- 
lency of  our  papers,  and  press  upon  the  members 
the  duty  of  taking  the  Messenger.  By  a  proper 
effort  upon  the  part  of  elders,  ministers,  and  es- 
pecially our  agents,  the  Messenger  may  be  placed 
in  every  family  in  the  Brotherhood.  Then,  too, 
many  who  are  not  members  like  the  paper  be- 
cause of  its  high,  religious  character,  and  may 
easily  be  induced  to  subscribe  for  it. 

The  Committee,  upon  mature  deliberation,  have 
decided  to  suspend  the  publication  of  the  Mis- 
sio?iary  Visitor  for  the  present.  It  is  believed 
that  now,  since  the  Messenger  is  to  come  under 
the  control  of  the  Committee,  it  can  be  used  so 
as  to  meet  all  the  needs  of  the  work.  In  this 
way  the  expense  of  an  extra  publication  can  be 
avoided. 

Our  agents,  who  have  served  us  so  faithfully 
in  the  past,  will,  we  hope,  enter  into  this  fall 
and  winter  campaign  for  the  Messenger  with  a 
full  determination  to  largely  increase  their  lists 
of  subscribers.  By  proper  effort  we  ought  to 
have  not  less  than  20,000  subscribers  before  we 
meet  at  our  next  Annual  Conference. 
Our  Sunday  schools  should  now  use  no  other 
an  our  own  Sunday  school  papers  and  Quar- 
Sunday  School  Song  Books, 
troduce   our   publica- 


mstead 


in   earnest   in   their   church   and   missionary 
will   see  to   it   that   the   profits   arising  from  °[ 
purchase   of   Sunday   school   supplies   will  g„  H' 
rect  to   the   mission  work   of  the  church 
of  sending  it  to  outside  parties. 

The  desire  of  all  our  hearts  in  this  matter  h 
last  been  realized,  and  now,  may  God  bless  th 
means  to  the  enlargement   of   the   borders  of  hJ 
Zion,    and    the    increased    love    and   unity   0f  th 
whole  church. 

We    have    written    by   request    of   the    General 
Missionary  and  Tract  Committee.  D  L 


Eight  additions  are  reported  at  the  Rough  Ru 
church,  W.  Va.      

The  new  meetinghouse  at  McClure,  Ohio,  is  to 
be  dedicated  Oct.  25. 


Scores  of  churches  are  preparing  to  commence 
series  of  meetings.     This  is  right. 


The  Ministerial  Meeting  at  the  Walnut  Grove 
:hurch,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  is  announced  for  Oct.  10 


Bro,  Philip  A.  Moore,  Roanoke,  111.,  is  arrang- 
ing to  start  to  California,  about  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber. 

The  Coquille  Valley  church,  Ore.,  is  rejoicing 
over  ten  accessions,  five  by  baptism  and  five  re- 
claimed. 

An  interesting  report  from  Portis,  Kans.,  goes  on 
the  anorymous  hook  because  the  writer  fails  to  give 
his  name. 

During  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Greenland 
house,  in  the  Shade  Tree  church,  Pa.,  there  were 
fourteen  accessions. 


Bro.  J.  W.  Trostle,  of  Pierson,  Iowa,  should 
now  be  addressed  at  Inglewood,  Cal.  He  is  mak- 
ing his  temporary  home  there. 


terlies,  as  well  as 
Let  an  effort  be  1 


Wishing  Com- ,  tions   into   our  Sunday   schools.    Those  who   are 


J.    G.    Royer    is    spending 
'  spent 
ndo,  where  his  daughter,  Lillie,  is  teaching. 


North  Dakota.     He  probably  spent  last  Sundax-ffl     J 


On  Sunday,  Sept.  20,  eight  were  baptized  at  the 
Salem  church,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  as  the  result  of  a 
series  of  meelings  held  by  Bro.  D.  H.  Walker. 


The  good  work  in  Arkansas  seems  to  be  gaining 
ground.  A  number  were  recently  baptized  in 
Prairie  County,  and  the  outlook  is  encouraging. 

Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  went  from  Elizabethtown, 
Pa.,  to  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  and  Hagerstown,  Md. 
He  expects  to  be  at  the  Mount  over  next  Sunday. 


On  Sept.  27  Bro.  G.  B.  Heeter  closed  an  inter- 
esting protracted  meeting  at  Liberty,  Adams  Co., 
111.,  with  six  accessions  by  confession  and  baptism. 

We  would  like  to  have  a  report  from  each  Dis- 
trict Meeting  held  this  fall.  The  clerks  will  not 
fail  to  also  send  us  copies  of  their  printed  Minutes. 

Bro.  Peter  Stuckman  has  just  closed  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Walnut  Grove  church,  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  with  twenty  additions  by  confession  and  bap- 
tism. 

Bro.  Geo.  M.  Wyatt,  of  Rossville,  111.,  would 
be  pleased  to  have  the  names  and  addresses  of 
brethren  living  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  that 
place. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  commences  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Pine  Creek,  111.,  Friday  evening,  Oct. 
9.  Some  weeks  later  he  is  to  begin  a  meeting  at 
the  Mount. 

Our  correspondent  of  the  Mohawk  church,  Ore- 
reports  seventeen  applicants  as  the  result  of  some 
meetings  recently  held  there.  There  seems  to  be  a 
growing  interest  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 


Bro.  Abraham  Ever  lives  at  Hamiota,  Manitoba- 
He  says  he  enjoys  the  Messenger,  but  has  no 
heard  a  brotht*  preach  in  fourteen  years.  «e 
would  appreciate  a  visit  from  some  of  our  rhinis'ers' 
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For  the  next  eight  months  Bro.  S.  N.  McCann 
should  be  addressed.  New  York  Hall,  Louisville, 
Kv  He  will  not  be  prepared  to  hold  any  series  of 
meetings  until  after  that  time.  Have  you  read  his 
1'ttle  book,  "The  Lord  Our  Righteousness"?  If 
not,  send  for  it.     Price,  only  50  cents. 

Uro.  Samuel  Murray,  of  Mexico,  Ind.,  writes 
that  he  and  his  wife  have  just  returned  from  a 
pleasant  visit  among  the  membres  at  Huntington, 
that  State.  He  says  that  he  blesses  the  Lord  that 
he  was  able  to  preach  for  the  people  both  morning 
and  evening.  

Writing  concerning  our  Sunday  school  Quarter- 
lies, Bro.  I.  N.  H.  Beahm  says  they  are  ''Rood;  yes, 
excellent."  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  they  are  giv- 
ing such  good  satisfaction.  Our  Sunday  school 
workers  will  find  the  advanced  Quarterly,  for  the 
fourth  quarter,  quite  an  improvement  over  any  of 
the  former  issues. 

Bro.  Stover  writes  encouragingly  from  India. 
He  says:  "  The  weather  is  just  fine.  It  was  just  de- 
lightful during  the  last  weeks  of  August."  He 
then  adds:  "We  think  the  Messenger  is  getting 
better  and  better.  One  woman,  to  whom  we  loan 
a  copy  each  week,  says  she  exceedingly  enjoys 
reading  the  articles." 

The  church  at  Batavia,  111.,  was  organized  last 
Saturday.  Bro.  Simon  E.  Yundt,  of  this  place,  was 
selected  as  the  elder.  Brethren  Joseph  Amick  and 
Edmund  Forney  were  present  and  assisted  in  the 
organization  and  such  other  work  as  came  before 
the  meeting,  They  speak  very  encouragingly  of 
the  outlook  at  Batavia. 

Bro.  Levi  Trostle  seems  to  be  enjoying  himself 
in  the  great  Northwest.  He  has  been  doing  con- 
siderable preaching  in  Idaho  and  Washington,  and 
has  had  the  pleasure  of  baptizing  such  as  accept 
the  truth.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  of  his  success, 
and  trust  that  his  sojourn  on  the  Coast  will  prove 
^  p.eneficial  to  him  as  well  as  to  the  church. 

Why  should  our  people  use  the  Brethren's  litera- 
ture in  their  Sunday  schools?  For  the  same  reason 
that  they  have  brethren  preach  for  them,  or  have 
their  schools  officered  by  members.  It  does  not 
seem  very  consistent  to  insist  upon  having  only 
members  to  teach  in  our  schools,  and  then  send  to 
other  denominations  for  our  Sunday  school  sup- 
plies. We  need  Sunday  school  literature  that  is 
sound  in  doctrine. 


in  barns,  build  no  meetinghouses,  practice  public  con- 
n  of  sins  and  general  absolution  from  the  congregation. 
Feet-washing  takes  place  once  a  year  at  the  longest,  and  is 
followed  by  the  Communion;  the  former  rite  is  held  to  be  as 
sacramental  as  the  latter.  Dr.  Bergstresser  leaves  them 
nothing  to  stand  upon  theologically,  but  they,  in  their  literal- 
ism, will  not  be  convinced. 

We  are  willing  for  Dr.  Bergstresser  to  say  all  he 
pleases  against  the  doctrine  held  by  the  Brethren, 
but  we  do  not  like  to  be  classed  "as  extremely  ig- 
norant," so  much  "so  that  no  literary  argument"  is 
likely  to  reach  us.  While  not  wishing  to  boast  of 
literary  attainments,  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  our 
members,  as  a  rule,  are  capable  of  both  reading  and 
weighing  all  that  Mr.  Bergstresser  may  have  said  in 
his  book.  We  have  not  seen  the  work,  but  judging 
from  what  we  have  read  of  his  productions  in  the 
past,  we  have  no  reasons  to  think  that  he  has  given 
the  public  anything  more  than  commonplace  argu- 
ments, that  have  been  refuted  more  times  than 
the  number  of  pages  in  his  book. 

What  the  editor  says  about  us  meeting  in  barns, 
and  building  no  meetinghouses  is  as  false  as  it  is 
ridiculous,  and  thousands  of  fair  minded  Lutherans 
will  be  ashamed  of  the  statement.  Any  one  know- 
ing anything  whatever  about  the  Brethren  knows 
that  the  statement  is  absolutely  untrue,  and  we  are 
surprised  that  the  editor  of  the  Outlook  should  have 
permitted  such  an  assertion  to  appear  in  the  col- 
umns of  his  paper.  In  proportion  to  our  number 
we  probably  have  as  many  meetinghouses  and 
colleges  as  any  body  of  people  in  America.  We 
do  think  that  the  extract  given  is  unworthy  a 
paper  like  the  Outlook,  and  should  be  speedily  cor- 
rected. 


THE  ALMANAC. 


We  have  been  too  anxious  to  give  the  outside 
..  jrld  our  reasons  for  observing  the  rites  and  cere- 
monies of  the  New  Testament,  and  have  not  dwelt 
with  sufficient  force  upon  the  importance  of  our 
members  being  in  the  spiritual  condition  necessary 
to  get  the  most  good  out  of  the  services.  It  is  one 
thing  to  be  seated  at  a  friend's  table,  and  quite  an- 
other thing  to  be  in  a  condition  to  enjoy  the  social 
element  of  the  occasion,  as  well  as  the  food  that  is 
set  before  us. 

While  seated  at  the  Lord's  table  one  may  fully 
observe  the  letter  of  the  Gospel,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  not  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion. 
Those  who  speak  may  discuss,  even  learnedly  and 
forcibly,  the  different  rites  that  are  being  observed, 
and  advance  the  best  of  arguments  in  defense  of 
the  practice,  but  if  nothing  is  said  or  done  to  bring 
out  the  spiritual  feature,  the  feast  will  not  have 
served  its  purpose. 

We,  therefore,  suggest  that  more  attention  be 
given  to  the  spiritual  side  of  our  love  feasts.  The 
order  of  the  services  ought  to  be  such  as  to  afford 
the  best  opportunity  for  spiritual  reflections.  The 
preaching  should  be  directed  mainly  to  the  mem- 
bers. In  new  localities,  some  good  reasons  for 
doing  as  the  Master  commanded  may  be  given  for 
the  edification  and  instruction  of  the  members,  as 
well  as  for  others,  but  the  spiritual  element  per- 
taining to  external  duties  of  the  kind  should  be 
brought  out  clearly  and  forcibly,  and,  if  possible, 
the  members  at  the  table  should  be  led  into  the 
ipirit  of  the  occasion,  so  that,  for  their  real  enjoy- 
ment, they  can  look  to  their  communion  with  God 
le  another  in  a  sense  still  higher  than  rites 
and  ceremonies.  J.  H.  M. 


Those  who  wish  the  Messenger  sent  to  outsid- 
;rs,  at  the  expense  of  the  General  Missionary  Com- 
mittee, will  please  bear  in  mind  that  such  names  of 
outsiders  must  be  sent  to  the  State  Mission  Board, 
and  by  that  Board  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Gen- 
eral Committee.  To  illustrate:  Sister  Manning, 
who  lives  at  an  isolated  point  in  Middle  Iowa, 
thinks  that  the  Messenger  might  be  the  means  of 
converting  her  neighbor,  Mr.  Brown,  if  it  could  be 
sent  to  him  regularly.  She  should  state  the  facts 
to  the  Mission  Board  of  Middle  Iowa,  by  letter  or 
otherwise,  and  this  Board  may  see  proper  to  send 
Mr.  Brown's  name  to  the  General  Missionary  Com- 
mittee, and  that  Committee  will  then  order  us  to 
send  the  Messenger  to  Mr.  Brown.  Under  this 
arrangement  each  State  Board  is  allowed  to  use  a 
certain  number  of  copies,  but  the  names  must  be 
sent  in  the  way  designated  in  this  paragraph. 
They  must  invariably  come  through  the  State 
Boards  to  the  General  Missionary  Committee  at 
Mt.  Morris. 

A  SERIOUS  MISTAKE. 


One  would  think  that  a  public  journal  like  the 
Outlook  (Lutheran)  would  be  careful  concerning  its 
utterances.  But  such  is  not  the  case  in  the  follow- 
ing, from  its  issue  of  Aug.  15: 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bergstresser's  Baptism  and  Feet-Washing  is 
a  theological  polemic  directed  against  the  Tunkers,  a  sect  of 
German  Baptists  found  mostly  in  Pennsylvania.  They  are 
extreme  literalists,  and  usually  as  extremely  ignorant,  so  that 
00  literary  argument  would  be  likely  to  reach  them.    They 


The  Brethren's  Almanac  for  1897  contains  eighty 
pages  in  addition  to  the  four  cover  pages,  and  is 
now  ready  for  filling  orders.  It  is  the  largest  Al- 
manac  yet   published   by   our   company,   and  will 

doubtless  be  appreciated.  The  publication  con- 
tains the  usual  calendar  pages,  considerable  well- 
prepared  reading  matter,  several  illustrations,  the 
revised  and  corrected  ministerial  list,  and  a  cata- 
logue of  our  books,  Bibles,  publications  and  Sunday 
school  supplies.  The  first  article,  "The  Brethren 
and  Their  Reformatory  Movement,"  will  render  the 
Almanac  valuable  for  missionary  purposes.  Hun- 
dreds of  copies  will,  no  doubt,  be  distributed  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  primitive  order  of  worship. 

The  price  of  the  Almanac  is  ten  cents,  but  our 
arrangements  are  to  give  a  copy  free  to  each  and 
every  person  who  renews,  and  pays  up  his  subscrip- 
tion for  1897.  This  offer  will  apply  to  new  sub- 
scribers also.  Hand  your  subscription  to  our  agent 
at  your  place,  and  he  will  see  that  you  get  a  copy 
of  the  Almanac.  From  localities  where  we  have 
agent,  the  regular  subscription  price,  $1.50,  may 
be  sent  to  this  office,  and  we  will  forward  the  Al- 
manac by  return  mail.  In  order  to  secure  a  copy 
of  the  Almanac  soon,  it  will  be  well  for  our  sub- 
scribers to  renew  their  subscriptions  at  an  early 
date.  _ 

THE  SPIRITUAL  ELEMENT. 

At  all  of  our  love  feasts  great  efforts  should  be 
made  to  call  out  and  encourage  the  spiritual  ele- 
ment pertaining  to  these  services.  When  the  Mas- 
ter instituted  these  services  it  was  doubtless  his 
design  that  the  spiritual  should  overshadow  the 
letter,  and  lead  the  thoughts  of  his  people  to  some- 
thing deeper  and  higher  than  external  rites  and 
ceremonies.  He  intended  that  the  mind  should  be 
directed  to  that  inward  cleansing,  pertaining  to  the 
soul,  and  to  the  spiritual  feast  awaiting  the  saints 
in  the  coming  kingdom,  and  to  the  suffering  of  the 
Lamb  of  God,  who  gave  his  life  for  us. 
But  at  too  many  of  our  feasts,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
I  the  letter  has  been   magnified    above    the    spirit. 


MEETINO  OP  THE  OENERAL  MISSIONARY 

COMMITTEE. 

At  the  invitation  of  some  of  the  members  living 
in  and  around  Klizabethtown,  Pa.,  the  General  Mis- 
sionary and  Tract  Committee  held  its  last  meeting 
at  that  place,  commencing  Monday  morning,  Sept. 
28.  All  the  members  of  the  Committee  were  pres- 
ent, and  also  a  few  visitors  who  listened  to  the  pro- 
ceedings with  interest.  Some  unfinished  business 
was  first  disposed  of,  and  then  the  new  business 
was  taken  up.  Ten  days  prior  to  the  meeting  the 
Secretary  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  member 
of  the  Committee  a  report  of  all  the  business  that 
was  to  come  before  the  meeting,  and  thus  gave 
each  member  ample  time  to  study  the  work  before 
the  meeting.  This  greatly  facilitated  the  work  and 
enabled  the  Committee  to  dispose  of  its  business  in 
a  comparatively  short  time. 

The  most  important  work  before  the  meeting  was 
the  acceptance  of  the  entire  Messenger  publishing 
interest  as  a  free  gift.  This  is  the  largest  and  the 
most  valuable  donation  ever  made  to  the  Brother- 
hood, and  will  doubtless  prove  a  blessing  to  the 
church,  as  it  enables  the  Brotherhood  to  own  and 
control  all  her  publishing  interests  as  she  may 
think  proper.  The  Committee  accepted  the  gen- 
erous gift  with  thanks  to  the  liberal-hearted  donors. 
See  Bro.  Miller's  explanation  on  another  part  of 
this  page. 

Necessary  steps  were  taken  to  assist  the  work 
still  further  in  Washington.  The  Chicago  mission 
was  reported  in  a  growing  condition.  Encouraging 
reports  were  also  received  from  the  missions  in 
Smyrna  and  India.  Some  assistance  was  rendered 
State  Districts  and  churches  in  the  West,  and  other 
parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  to  carry  on  the  Lord's 
work. 

As  a  whole,  the  meeting  seems  to  have  been  full 
of  promise,  and  the  brethren  composing  the  Com- 
mittee were  well  pleased  with  the  place  of  their 
meeting,  and  speak  very  highly  of  the  Christian 
hospitality  found  among  the  Brethren  in  that  part 
of  the  East.  J'  H'  "' 
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THE   O-OSrPIEIj   IMHESSZEHSTG-IErR..-, 


'  HOME  ♦  AND  ♦  FAMILY  - 

KIND  WORDS. 

Do  you  know  a  heart  that  hungers 

For  a  word  of  love  and  cheer? 
There  are  many  such  about  us; 

It  may  be  that  one  is  near. 
Look  around  you.     If  you  find  it, 

Speak  the  word  that's  needed  so, 
And  your  own  heart  may  be  strengthen'd 

By  the  help  that  you  bestow. 
It  may  be  that  some  one  falters 

On  the  brink  ol  sin  and  wrong, 
And  a  word  from  you  might  save  him — 

Help  to  make  the  tempted  strong. 
Look  about  you,  O  my  brother! 


Wha 


Hi 


And  we  gi 


t  help  is  needed 
■e  no  friendly  sign. 


Never  think  kind  words  are  wasted, 

Bread  on  waters  cast  are  they, 
And  it  may  be  we  shall  find  them 

Coming  back  to  us  some  day. 
Coming  back  when  sorely  needed, 

In  a  time  of  dire  distress; 
So,  my  friend,  let's  give  them  freely; 

Gift  and  giver  God  will  bless. 


OUR  PRAYER  MEET1NQ. 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 


The  interest  in  what  we  are  striving  to  bring 
forth  for  the  strengthening  of  the  faith  of  the  read- 
er continues  unabated.  There  is  one  regret  in  all 
this  work,  and  that  is  that  the  whole  text  of  the  let- 
ters received  can  not  be  published.  They  lose  a 
great  deal  in  the  lifeless  presentation  that  follows 
their  briefing  and  arranging  in  numerical  order. 
Still,  what  is  given  is  of  vast  interest,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  all  who  have  had  an  experience  will  not 
fail  to  come  forward  and  add  their  testimony  to 
what  has  already  been  given.     We  begin  with 

No.  41. — This  writer  says  that  she  would  feel 
condemned  did  she  not  respond  to  the  call  for  wit- 
■•— ■  »<■  CoJ'„  „,«„;„.  Che  was  once  30  J«f 
that  ordinary  conversation  could  not  be  heard  and 
putting  her  trust  in  God  alone  she  was  so  relieved 
that  she  can  now  hear  as  well  as  ever. 

No.  42.— A  little  child  was  sick  and  it  seemed  to 
the  parent  that  it  was  not  given  to  it  that  it  should 
live  in  this  world  beyond  its  sickness.  With  the 
feeling  that  it  would  die  God  was  silently  prayed 
that  it  should  pass  away  without  suffering,  and 
when  it  did  actually  die  soon  thereafter,  its  passing 
was  so  quiet  that  the  watchers  hardly  knew  that  it 
had  gone. 

No.  43.—"  Once  when  traveling  in  a  railway  car, 
I  felt  that  there  would  be  an  accident.  1  knelt  down 
a»d  prayed  that  we  would  all  be  spared  alive  and 
without  hurt.  There  was  a  landslide  on  the  track 
just  ahead  of  us  a  few  hours  later,  which  delayed  us 
some  time,  but  no  one  was  hurt.  A  woman  on  the 
train  remarked  that  she  felt  that  there  would  be  an 
accident,  but  she  also  felt  that  our  lives  would  be 
spared  because  there  were  so  many  Christians  on 
board."  The  same  writer  records  some  wonderful 
instances  of  a  foreboding  of  disaster,  and  a  fore- 
telling of  events  that  subsequently  happened. 
There  is  without  doubt  something  more  in  this  lat- 
ter matter  than  will  ever  be  understood. 

No.  44-— When  a  difficult  matter  in  school  work 
presented  itself  to  the  writer,  sucW  as  an  examina- 
tion or  the  like  it  was  made  the  subject  of  prayer 
with  the  result  of  an  unfailing  response  favorable 
to  the  work  in  hand. 

No.  45.— The  writer  was  a  nervous  wreck,  tried 
all  available  methods  of  cure  without  benefit,  and 
for  years  never  expected  to  be  well  again.  Then 
one  night  in  answer  to  prayer  God  appeared  and 
told  of  sin  that  had  preceded,  and  marked  out  a 
course  that  was  to  be  followed  in  life,  and  while 
friends  were  sleeping  in  the  room  near  by,  the  glass- 
es fell  from  weak  eyes  and  sight  was  restored  and 
the  writer  was  as  well  as  ever,  and  all  in  answer  to 
a  trustful  appeal  to  God  for  help. 

No.  46.— The  one  who  writes  this  letter  tells  of 
domestic  affliction  in  tfie  way  of  a  child  demanding 


constant  attention,  and  matters  so  arranging  them- 
selves in  answer  to  prayer  that  when  sickness  came 
there  was  no  trouble.  The  personal  experience  of 
the  writer  is  also  told  in  the,  way  of  a  cure  from  the 
acute  form  of  the  grip,  surprising  to  the  attendant 
physician,  and  the  direct  result  of  the  answer  to 
prayer. 

No.  47.— A  student  in  a  college  is  about  to  un- 
dergo an  examination  in  which  there  is  much  at 
stake.  There  was  an  appeal  for  help,  fervently  ut- 
tered, in  the  hall  of  the  building,  and  the  result  of 
the  examination  was  so  gratifying  that  it  was  made 
the  subject  of  comment  in  the  faculty  meeting  held 
shortly  thereafter.  The  same  result  has  followed 
other  trustful  appeals  in  times  of  apparent  need. 
The  collector  of  these  witnesses  to  the  efficacy  of 
prayer  remembers  well  the  occasion  referred  to  as 
the  examination  was  held  before  him  personally. 

No.  48.—"  I  was  sick  with  what  the  doctors 
called  appendicitis.  I  called  on  the  elders  of  the 
church  and  was  anointed  and  I  was  partly  restored, 
but  was  taken  down  again.  The  doctors  said  that 
nothing  would  do  me  any  good  but  an  operation.  I 
prayed  earnestly  to  God  to  heal  me,  and  I  am  well." 
The  same  writer  records  his  having  received  fi- 
nancial assistance  in  time  of  need  in  answer  to  his 
appeals  to  God  for  a  way  out  of  his  difficulties. 

No.  49. — Once  when  this  witness  was  sick  for  a 
long  time  recourse  was  had  to  prayer  that  health 
might  be  restored  so  as  to  enable  the  writer  to  at- 
tend Communion,  and  the  prayer  was  granted. 
The  same  person  noticing  that  a  certain  brother 
did  not  attend  services  as  regularly  as  he  ought 
prayed  that  he  might  be  influenced  to  come,  and  it 
so  happened. 

No.  50. — This  writer  reports  having  always  had  a 
praying  spirit,  and  one  time  in  early  life,  while  sit- 
ting in  the  house,  resting  after  the  day's  labors,  and 
the  family  were  out  and  about  their  duties,  music 
was  heard  overhead.  It  sounded  like  the  songs  of 
the  angels.  Going  out  to  see  what  it  was  a  voice 
was   heard    in  a  different  direction  overhead,    and 

the  on*,  hearing  was  thoroughly  frightened,  think- 
ing that  it  was  the  call  of  Death.  Then  the  music 
ceased,  and  as  the  family  gathered  around  the  fam- 
ily altar  that  night  there  was  an  earnest  prayer  of- 
fered for  light  that  eventually  resulted  in  that  per- 
son becoming  a  church  member  with  an  abiding 
faith  in  the  Unseen. 

Here  end  fifty  experiences  of  those  who  have 
trusted  God  and  have  not  been  disappointed. 
There  are  others  to  follow.  Is  yours  one  of  them? 
If  not,  you  are  welcomed  to  our  prayer  meeting. 

Leivisburg,  Pa. 


'THOSE  TEETH.' 


BY  D.  H.  WEAVER. 


The  question  is  before  us,  and  I  call  for  a  second 
reading  of  N.  D.  Underbill's  article,  in  Gospel  Mes- 
senger, No.  38,  present  volume,  page  602,  entitled, 
"Those  Teeth."  I  ask  every  brother  or  sister,  who 
has  not  read  that  article,  to  please  read  it,  and  all 
who  have  read  it,  and  seen  no  inspiration  in  it,  to 
please  read  it  again.  The  comparison  is  so  true, 
and  the  picture  so  faithfully  drawn,  that  I  can 
scarcely  see  how  any  one  can  fail  to  see  the  parity 
between  the  "  old  wisdom  tooth,"  and  the  whisper- 
er, or  insinuator,  that  knows  all  about  everybody's 
private  affairs,  and,  by  insinuation,  or  whisperings, 
informs  everybody  else,  and  yet  "  tells  nobody." 

There  is  no  more  dangerous  enemy,  to  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  any  church,  or  community,  than  the 
busy-body,  tale-bearer  and  gossip,  who  is  ever  pry- 
ing into  other  people's  private  affairs,  and  manu- 
facturing, from  every  shadow  of  a  misstep,  a  first- 
class  scandal.  -  Such  characters  seem  to  be  entirely 
composed  of  ears  and  eyes;  not  to  see  or  hear  their 
own  faults,  but  to  see  the  smallest  defect  in  every 
other  member,  and  catch  the  faintest  sound  that 
may  be  worked  over,  and  made  to  serve  as  food,  to 
satisfy  their  burning  thirst  for  foul  gossip, 

Longmont,  Colo. 


WITHIN  WALLS. 

A  stricken  soul  said  to  me  one  day,  "  I  am 
shut  in — so  shut  away  from  the  beautiful  things  f 
life.  If  only  I  could  get  out!"  And  then  my 
mind  went  out  to  the  prisoners  of  the  world;  some 
within  walls  of  brick  and  stone,  shut  behind  bars  of 
iron,  because  in  a  dark  hour  they  broke  down  the 
restraining  walls  of  law;  some  held  by  the  unyield- 
ing  chains  of  an  evil  nature,  chains  that  they  hate 
but  are  impotent  to  shake  off. 

I  said  to  my  friend,  "  Have  you  ever  stopped  to 
think  that  though  these  hateful  walls  may  be  all 
around  you,  not  one  of  them  is  thick  enough  or 
strong  enough  to  shut  your  soul  away  from  God?" 

"  We  cannot  be  where  God  is  not, 
On  any  sea  or  shore." 

His  mighty  but  gentle  hand  is  poised  ready  to 
sever  the  chains  of  every  soul — for  it  is  soul  chains 
after  all,  that  hurt  us  so — and  let  it  out  into  the 
blessed  sunshine  of  his  kingdom. 

"  If  the  Son,  therefore,  shall  make  you  free,  ye 
shall  be  free  indeed."  He  said  that,  who  was  bound 
for  us— Godhead  imprisoned  in  the  limits  of  hu- 
manity, the  God-man  bound  to  the  cross,  the 
Emancipator  of  every  prisoner, — who  wrote  the 
proclamation  of  freedom  in  his  own  blood.  This 
freedom  is  yours,  brother  and  sister  in  bondage,— 
yours  for  the  taking.  Who  would  reject  this  royal 
gift  from  a  king  and  a  brother?— Ada  M.  Melville. 


CENTENARIANS  IN  DIFFERENT  COUNTRIES. 

"  A  German  statistician,"  says  L  Illustration  (Par-1 
is,  June  27),  "  has  been  studying  longevity  in  dif- 
ferent countries.  The  figures  that  he  gives  have 
evidently  only  the  value  of  documents  that  must  be 
considered  objects  of  investigation,  and  this  value 
is  without  doubt  not  invariable  for  all  sources.  We 
give  them,  then,  not  without  reserve.  According 
to  the  aforesaid  statistician,  Germany  contains  only 
seventy-eight  inhabitants  more  than  one  hundred 
years  old,  while  France  has  213.  In  Spain,  whose 
population  is  only  18,000,000,  are  found  401  cen- 
tenarians. It  would  seem  then,  that,  longevity  is 
greater  as  we  go  from  north  to  south.  But  the 
logic  of  the  following  figures  is  less  clear:  In  Eng- 
land there  are  146  centenarians,  in  Ireland  578, 
in  Scotland  46,  in  Denmark  2,  in  Belgium 
6,  in  Sweden  10,  in  Norway  23,  in  Switzerland 
none.     Then    the     following    unexpected     figures 


would  indicate  that  < 
the  troubled  regie 
are  reported  578  in 
3,883  in  Bulgaria.  Ii 
even  in  Servia  290  pe 
of  115  to  125  years,   t 


entenarians  positively  throng 
n  of  the  Balkans:  There 
Servia,  1,084  in  Roumania, 
1890  might  have  been  found 
sons  of  106  to  115  years;  123 
ighteen  of   126  to   135  years, 


and  three  between  135  and  140  years!  Here  is  evi- 
dently the  place  to  make  all  our  reservations.  Our 
statistician  has  also  sought  to  ascertain  who  is  the 
oldest  man  in  the  world.  A  Russian  160  years  old 
is  mentioned  in  this  connection,  but  it  would  ap- 
pear that  in  Russia  assertions  of  this  kind  are  to  be 
received  with  caution.  Is  not  this  also  the  case  in 
Servia?  However  this  may  be,  the  author  inclines 
to  award  the  palm  for  long  life  to  Bruno  Cotrim,  an 
African  negro  living  at  Buenos  Ayres  at  the  age  of 
150  years!  Russia  has  to  be  content  with  second 
rank,  with  a  Muscovite  coachman  in  his  146th  year. 
The  oldest  woman  is  130  years  old,  but,  no  doubt, 
from  motives  of  discretion,  the  author  gives  neither 
her  name  nor  her  residence." — The  Literary  Digest. 
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From  Clay  Centre,  Kans. 

Eld.  C.  C.  Root  came  to  us  again  Sept.  4-  " 
preached  ten  good  sermons.  Two  were  baptize' 
One  has  come  back,  to  the  fold  w4  one  promises  1 


October 


IHE    GOSPEL    3yCESSE3STC3-BE.. 
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when    Bro.  Root 
i  sick,  and  realizes 


come  back 
lasts.     She 

hand.  Bro.  Benj.  Forney  was  with  us  over  Satur- 
day and  Sunday.  It  was  his  monthly  appointment, 
and,  as  Eld.  Root  was  here  also,  he  enjoyed  the 
meetings  with  us.  Our  meetings  closed  on  Sun- 
day, Sept.  23,  in  Clay  Centre.  There  being  some 
members  in  Oak  Hill,— twenty  miles  away— breth- 
ren Root  and  Lake  went  over,  and  held  three  meet- 
ings, to  encourage  the  members.  They  were  much 
built  up  by  the  labors  of  our  dear  brother. 

Some  are  getting  the  Messenger  who  never  read 
it  before.  They  praise  it  very  highly,  and  say  it  is 
the  best  paper  they  ever  read.  The  Messenger  is 
sowing  the  good  seed  which  will  be  reaped  in  the 
future.  Mary  S.  Lake. 


Notes  and  Jottings. 


f 


The  feast  at  the  old  Sugar  Ridge  church,  Han- 
cock Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  19,  proved 
to  be  an  occasion  of  interest.  It  was  here  I  spent 
eleven  years  of  the  early  life  of  my  ministry.  My 
record  shows  that  the  names  of  those  added  to  the 
fold  was  one  hundred  and  twenty,  during  those 
years  of  anxious  and  unceasing  toil.  I  am  now  at 
the  Sand  Ridge  house  in  the  same  congregation. 
Our  attendance  and  attention  are  good. 

A  native  Greek  lodged  with  Bro.  Young,  near 
Hamler,  Ohio,  not  long  since.  Bro.  Young  asked 
him  how  the  native  Greeks  baptized.  It  was  some 
little  time  before  the  foreigner  could  understand 
Bro.  Young,  but  when  he  caught  the  idea,  he 
quickly  got  a  basin,  set  it  on  the  floor,  then,  by 
gestures,  showed  that  the  basin  or  vat  used  to  bap- 
t  ze  in  by  the  Greeks,  was  large.  Then,  by  his 
gestures  and  broken  English,  he  went  through  the 
motions  of  three  forward  dips  in  baptism. 

The  Savior  and  apostles  taught  by  parables  and 
symbols,  while  Daniel,  Ezekiel  and  the  Seer  on 
Patmos  employed  higher  types,— hieroglyphics,  so 
!.  si  speak.  These  seemed  all  very  right  and  proper, 
for  we  can  be  more  easily  led  to  comprehend  the 
unseen,  when  we  are  told  that  it  is  in  certain  re- 
spects like  the  seen.  Sister  Underhill,  in  Gospel 
Messenger,  page  602,  indulges  in  this  line  of 
teaching,  by  employing  a  bit  of  her  experience,  en- 
titled, "Those  Teeth."  Those  ancient  writers 
rarely  explain  the  figures  they  employ.  But  sister 
Underhill  very  aptly  draws  a  number  of  practical 
lessons  from  her  typical  subject.  How  true  that 
many  of  those  invaluable  gifts  of  nature,  when  they 
become  diseased  can  be  saved  if  taken  in  timet  So 
in  the  church.  But  how  often  the  matter  is  left  go 
until  the  case  is  hopeless!  To  save  that  diseased 
member  all  the  diseased  and  decayed  portions 
must  be  removed.  How  apt  is  the  warning:  "  A 
little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,"  and  the 
imperative,  "  Laying  aside  all  malice  and  all  guile 
and  hypocrisy  and  envies  and  all  evil  speakings," 
etc.  How  true  if  the  sin  is  not  repented  of  and 
confession  made,  and  the  wrong  forsaken,  loss  and 
ruin  will  follow!  Paul's  words  are,  "  Lest  any  root 
of  bitterness  springing  up  trouble  you,  and  thereby 
many  be  defiled." 

Again,  while  the  diseased  member,  employed  in 
our  sister's  figure,  can  do  no  good,  oh,  what  an 
amount  of  harm  and  misery  it  can  impart  to  the 
whole  body!  How  true  that  one  diseased  member 
can  suspend  the  working  power  of  the  whole 
church!  The  point  of  placing  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
tress upon  an  innocent,  sound  member  is  only  too 
common.  It  is  an  old  trick  of  Satan,  seen  in 
Adam,  Eve,  Aaron  and  Saul.  If  any  of  the  readers 
of  the  Gospel  Messenger  have  failed  to  read  sister 
Underhill's  article,  referred  to,  we  advise  them  to 
read  it  by  all  means.  I.  J.  Rosenberger. 

Covington,  Okip. 


Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh,  of  Huntingdon,  conducted 
the  services.  The  attendance  was  far  more  than 
could  be  accommodated  in  the  audience  room,  and 
the  services  were  highly  appreciated  by  all,  not 
only  because  of  the  spiritual  food  that  was  dealt 
out  by  our  brother,  but  also  by  other  brethren  who 
were  the  means  of  causing  a  church  to  be  erected 
in  the  little  town  of  Garrett  by  the  liberal  contribu- 
tions, as  free-will  offerings,  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  incurred  thereby. 

The  churchhouse,  including  heater,  and  ground, 
costs  about  Si, 800.  It  is  a  good,  substantial  build- 
ing, 50x36,  with  basement,  in  which  our  children's 
children  may  be  able  to  worship,  after  we  have 
been  called  hence.  This  is  a  fact  which  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of.  Of  the  total  cost  there  is  yet 
about  S500  unpaid. 

One  brother,  who  had,  on  the  day  of  the  dedica- 
tion, subscribed  a  certain  amount,  said,  in  a  few 
days  afterwards,  "  I  have  been  thinking  over  the 
matter  and  will  double  my  subscription." 

This,  brethren,  is  as  it  should  be,  in  all  our  church 
work.  For  the  sake  of  Christ  and  his  blessed 
cause,  we  should  double  our  energies  and  our 
means  to  his  service. 

Our  audience  room  is  lighted  with  one  reflector 
of  the  I.  P.  Frink  make,  of  New  York  City.  Not- 
withstanding the  size  of  the  room,  50x36,  it  lights 
it  superbly  in  every  part  thereof,— furnishing  a 
nice,  soft,  mellow  light.  Should  any  of  our  breth- 
ren be  in  need  of  such  a  light,  don't  fail  to  investi- 
gate this  reflector,  because  a  good  light  is  a  very 
important  essential  in  a  churchhouse. 

Any  of  our  brethren  who  desire  to  help  in  the 
cause  of  the  Master,  may  do  so  by  assisting  the 
Brethren  in  the  little  town  of  Garrett,  Pa.,  to  lift 
the  indebtedness  of  their  little  church,  that  it  may 
be  without  any  incumbrance  whatever. 

R.  T.  Pollard. 

Sept.  15.  _^ 

From  Eglon,  W.  Va. 

Sept.  11,  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  a  sister  was 
baptized  near  Bro.  Moses  Fikes  fish-dam.  She 
came  about  seven  miles.  That  evening  her  hus- 
band came  with  her.  May  he  soon  follow  her  good 
example!  On  the  following  evening  Bro.  Aaron 
Fike  preached  for  us  at  Maple  Spring,  and  the  next 
day  we  had  preaching  at  the  other  two  churches. 

Sept.  19  we  held  our  feast.  At  2  P.  M.  the  ser- 
vices began.  A  number  of  members  met  with  us 
from  our  sister  churches.  Although  the  weather 
was  very  disagreeable,  still  there  was  a  good  atten- 
dance. Our  visiting  ministers  present  were  breth- 
ren Jeremiah  Thomas,  Arthur  Arnold,  James 
Beechly,  W.  T.  Sines,  Henry  Sines,  I.  O.  Thomp- 
son, and  S.  A.  Sisler,  with  nine  of  our  home  preach- 
ers. In  the  evening  before  the  feast  two  little  girls 
were  baptized, — two  of  the  writer's  Sunday  school 
scholars.  One  dear  soul  was  reclaimed.  Our  large 
house  was  full  at  night  with  eager  listeners.  Bro. 
Thomas  officiated.  We  had  a  pleasant  feast 
throughout.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  commt 
Next  morning  brethren  Arnold  and  Thomas  talked 
to  the  children,  after  which  Bro.  Thomas  preached 
for  us.  At  night  Bro.  Beechly  prsached,  followed 
by  Bro.  H.  Sines,  which  closed  another  enjoyable 
Rachel  Weimer. 


The  next  spring  he  organized  a  little  band  of 
eight  members,  that  has  since  grown  to  be  the 
Coon  River  church.  A  year  later  he  visited  us, — 
held  a  love  feast,  advanced  the  work  of  the  minis- 
try, and,  hearing  sf  a  few  isolated  members  in  Shel- 
by County,  he  and  the  writer,  in  company  with  a 
couple  of  old  veterans  (long  ago  called  home) 
drove  sixty  miles  over  the  rolling  prairies  of  West- 
ern Iowa,  where  we  found  three  members  and  bap- 
tized three  more.  These  six,  together  with  the  four 
visiting  members,  held  the  first  love  feast  in  what 
has  since  grown  to  be  the  Harlan  church.  Bro. 
Flory  returned  to  his  family,  soon  took  sick,  and 
the  next  month,  August,  1863,  he  was  called  from 
labor  to  reward,  but,  though  he  is  dead,  he  "yet 
speaketh."  Heb.  11:4.  His  labor,  influence,  and 
memory  are  still  held  sacred  by  the  pioneers  of 
the  church  in  Central  Iowa.  J.  D.  Haughtelin. 
Panora,  Iowa,  Sept.  2J. 


From  Garrett,  Pa. 

The  Brethren  meetinghouse,  at  Garrett,  Pa.,  was 
recently  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the  Lord,  as 
Was  announced  previously  in  Gospej.  Messenger, 


meeting. 


From  the  Coon  River  Church,  Iowa. 

The  love  feast  at  our  church,  the  evening  previ- 
ous to  District  Meeting,  was  a  pleasant  and  profita- 
ble one,— well  attended  and  ably  conducted  by  the 
strong  corps  of  visiting  ministers  present.  Eld. 
Taylor,  of  Deep  River,  officiated.  One  young  sis- 
ter, who  was  enticed  from  the  fold,  returned  to  the 
church,  and  caused  joy  among  the  saints. 

Bro.  Amos  Flory,  of  Maxwell,  remained  over 
Sunday  and  fed  us  rich,  spiritual  food.  One  pecu- 
liar feature  makes  Bro.  Flory's  teaching  especially 
impressive  here.  His  father,  about  thirty-five 
years  ago,  drove  about  seventy  miles  over  the  then 
bleak  prairies  of  Central  Iowa,  to  hunt  up  and 
preach  to  a  few  isolated  members  of  whom  he  had 
heard,  but  whom.he  had.never  seen. 


From  Monte  Vista,  Colo. 


Sept.  14  we  started  for  Canon  City,  Colo.,  to  vis- 
it the  members  there.  We  expected  to  find  Bro.  J. 
J.  Hoover,  as  he  had  gone  there  to  hold  some 
meetings,  but  he  had  left  before  we  arrived. 

We  met  our  dear  sister  Underhill,  who  drove  us 
up  the  mountains  to  her  pleasant  little  home, 
where  we  enjoyed  her  hospitality  until  the  18th., 
when  we  returned  to  Canon  City  and  visited  broth- 
er and  sister  B.  F.  Stage  and  Bro.  Anderson,  who 
was  recently  baptized  by  Bro.  J.  J.  Hoover. 

We  were  very  kindly  received  by  all  and  will 
long  remember  our  pleasant  visit  among  them. 
How  good  it  is  to  meet  with  those  of  like  precious 
faith!  These  members  need  a  minister  to  locate  at 
Canon  City. 

We  arrived  home  in  good  health  Sept.  20,  just  in 
time  for  services  at  our  church  on  Rock  Creek. 
After  services  we  went  to  the  waterside  where  a 
brother  was  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  This 
was  the  last  work  of  our  dear  brother  Larick  at 
this  place.     He  has  now  gone  to   Denver  to  labor 

there  awhile.      This  leaves  oui-  church   here    without 

a  minister.  Nettie  Wallingford. 

Sept.  23.  ^____-_^___ 

Prom  the  Union  Church,  Marshall  Co.,  Ind. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  12,  the  church  met  in  quarter- 
ly council.  There  was  much  business  transacted  in 
a  Christian-like  manner. 

We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  in  No- 
vember. Bro.  J.  V.  Felthouse,  of  Elkhart,  has  been 
engaged  to  do  the  preaching. 

Since  our  last  report  there  have  been  two  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism, — a  brother  and 
sister, — both  heads  of  families. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  our  love  feast  will  oc- 
cur Oct.  16,  and  upon  the  following  Sunday  we 
have  arranged  to  have  Sunday  school  exercises,  as 
also  the  election  of  new  officers  and  teachers,  pre- 
paratory to  continuing  the  Sunday  school  during 
the  winter  season.  Laura  Appelman. 

Plymouth,  Ind.,  Sept.  36. 

Front  St.  Francis  Church,  Arlcaniaa. 

Our  love  feast  of  Sept.  16,  was  one  of  the  largest 
ever  held  here.  Over  forty  members  communed. 
One  wanderer  returned  to  the  fold.  On  account 
of  sickness  Eld.  Henry  Brubaker  could  not  be  with 
us,  but  all  matters  at  our  council-meeting  were  sat- 
isfactorily disposed  of.  Bro.  Charles  Delp  and 
family,  of  Carlisle,  were  with  us  a  tew  days  and  as- 
sisted in  the  meetings. 

As  a  result  of  the  Messenger  coming  to  one  of 
the  reading-rooms  in  the  City  of  Memphis,  a  broth- 
er, who  was  in  the  city,  unexpectedly  found  it 
there,  saw  the  announcement  of  our  love  feast  and 
was  present  with  us.  As  a  silent  evangel  it  carries 
its  message  of  love  and  cheer  to  many  isolated 
homes  and  hearts.  It  brings  weekly  a  feast  of 
good  things  to  the  hungry  soul. 

Our  series  of  meetings,  just  closed,  was  more  a 
time  of  sowing  than  of  reaping.  There  were  none 
baptized,  but  some,  though  fully  persuaded,  were 
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hindered.    The  work  is   the    Lord's   and   through 
him   it   must   prosper.    Should  we  be   weights   or 
wings  in  the  Lord's  cause? 
Palestine,  Ark.,  Sept.  25. 


L.  Forney. 


From  Fort  Scott,  Kans. 

Ouk  quarterly  council  was  held  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  19.  The  church  was  well  represented.  Our 
elder,  Bro.  John  H.  Neher,  was  with  us  and  gave  us 
some  good  admonitions.  Considerable  business 
came  before  the  meeting,  which  was  disposed  of  ac- 
cording to  Gospel  principles.  Bro.  Alden  Crum- 
packer  was  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry.  We  decided  to  hold  our  young  people's 
meeting  immediately  after  our  three  o'clock  Sun- 
day school.  Our  mission  Sunday  school  is  grow- 
ing in  interest  and  attendance.  The  annual  visit 
was  reported,  and  peace  and  union  seems  to  prevail 
in  the  church.  The  writer  was  appointed  church 
correspondent.  Our  little  band  was  made  to  re- 
joice at  receiving  into  the  church  a  worthy  brother 
by  baptism.  Mary  E.  Tisdale. 


. 


From  the  Tusc 


Church,  Ohio. 


The  last  Thursday  of  August  we  met  in  council. 
Quite  an  amount  of  business  came  before  the  meet- 
ing. All  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like  man- 
ner. The  church  felt  that  she  needed  more  official 
force  in  the  deacon's  office,  hence  on  said  day  an 
election  was  held  for  two  deacons.  Brethren  Eli 
Gerber  and  A.  W.  Yutzey  were  chosen  to  that  im- 
portant office.  They,  with  their  wives,  were  duly 
installed  into  office  with  great  solemnity. 

Sunday,  Sept  28,  was  a  day  not  soon  to  be  forgot- 
ten by  our  brethren.  Being  somewhat  scattered, 
we  could  not  successfully  run  our  Sabbath  school 
during  the  winter  months,  hence,  on  the  aforemen- 
tioned date,  we  closed  by  reviewing  the  work  of  the 
quarter.  We  were  ably  entertained  by  an  address 
by  Bro.  D.  J.  Yutzey  and  his  wife.  After  the  Sun- 
day school  services  we  were  made  to  rejoice  to  see 
two  more  precious  souls,  willing  to  consecrate 
themselves  to  the  service  of  God,  received  into  the 
church  by  baptism.  Others,  I  know,  are  seriously 
impressed.  May  the  day  be  not  far  distant  when 
many  more  shall  yield  to  the  strivings  of  the 
Spirit! 

In  a  few  more  days,  if  spared,  the  writer  expects 
to  meet  the  dear  brethren  assembled  in  District 
Meeting.  He  entertains  the  hope  of  enjoying  a 
pleasant  business  session.  At  the  same  place  the 
Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northeastern  Ohio  will  be 
held.  Oh  what  a  satisfaction  to  meet  our  brethren 
ministers!  After  those  meetings  we  will  enter  the 
evangelistic  field  for  the  fall  and  winter.  Our  first 
point  will  be  with  the  Brethren  of  Danville,  Ohio, 
during  October.  We  hope  to  hear  the  good  news 
reported  through  the  Messenger,  of  many  conver- 
sions. Reuben  Shroyer. 

Pierce,  Ohio,  Sept.  2Q. 


Upper  Twin  Not**. 


and  craves  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the  church. 
He  spends  much  of  his  time  in  reading  and  writing. 

I  take  this  public  way  to  inquire  about  our  "Old 
Folks'  Home  "  of  Southern  Ohio.  I  am  not  satis- 
fied with  the  silence  enshrouding  this  praiseworthy 
enterprise.  Let  us  stir  up,  brethren!  Several 
thousand  dollars  will  be  lost  if  we  do  not  watch. 

Southern  Ohio  is  a  large  and  prosperous  District 
and  can  and  must  have  a  home  for  the  aged  and  or- 
phans at  no  distant  day.  A.  G.  Crosswhite. 

Gettysburg,  Ohio,  Sept.  2Q. 


A  Model  Children's  Meeting. 


Our  very   pleasant   little   Communion 
Sept.  17.  'It  was  one  of  the  old-fashioned  kind,  that 
will  always  be  hailed  with  joy  by  many  of  our  peo- 
ple,— an  all-day   meeting,    breakfast  the  follow 
morning  and  then  "farewell"  addresses. 

Brethren  Jacob  Rife,  John  H.  Christian,  And 
Miller,  Henry  Eby  and  Aaron  Brubaker  were  the 
visiting  ministers  and  gave  us  much  encouragement 
in  the  divine  life. 

We  have  arranged  for  three  series  of  meetings  in 
our  church  this  winter.  One  is  to  be  conducted  by 
Eld.  J.  H.  Wright,  of  North  Manchester,  lnd.,  one 
by  Eld.  Daniel  Wysong,  of  Nappanee,  lnd.,  and  the 
third  by  some  of  our  resident  ministers.  Brethren 
and  sisters,  remember  us  at  a  throne  of  grace.  I 
am  writing  this  at  the  comfortable  home  of  Eld. 
Jere.  Katherman,  of  the  Oakland  churah.  He  is 
not  so  well  but  hopes  to  attend  our  meetings  when 
the  rainy  weather  ceases.  I  expect  to  remain  here 
two  weeks  or  more. 

Many  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  Bro.  Landon 
West.     I  would  say  that  he  is  in  declining  health 


Sett.  27  I  witnessed  an  occasion  never  to  be  for- 
gotten,— no,  not  in  eternity.  I  attended  a  chil- 
dren's service  in  the  Chiques  church,  under  the  eld- 
ership of  Samuel  R.  Zug,  in  which  I  heard  an  ex- 
position of  the  mind  of  God  in  relation  to  parentage 
and  childhood,  which  should  be  repeated  in  every 
church,  and  Sunday  school,  and  family,  in  the  coun- 
try. 

Our  dear  brother,  Enoch  Eby,  gave  the  parents 
their  due.  He  made  the  position  of  president  or 
emperor  a  mere  bagatelle,  compared  with  being  the 
author  of  life  and  the  moulder  of  eternal  destiny. 

Then  followed  Bro.  Sanger,  from  Virginia,  in  a 
searching  discourse  on  the  evolution  of  mind  and 
character  in  divine  environments. 

He  was  suceeded  by  Bro.  Galen  B.  Royer,  from 
Mount  Morris  in  a  sweetly-simple  but  very  effect- 
ive address  to  the  children.  His  theme  was  the 
innate  character  and  power  of  selfishness,  its  early 
and  universal  manifestation,  and  its  cure. 

Lastly  came  our  well-beloved  Isaac  Frantz,  from 
Ohio.  He  recapitulated,  and  gave  us  a  graphic  and 
affecting  presentation  of  the  whole  circle  of  life, 
which  is  to  be  wholly  developed  in  God. 

It  was  a  wonderful  meeting,  and  will  no  doubt  re- 
sult in  much  good  to  the  church  and  community. 
God  bless  the  dear  servants  of  Christ  who   dealt  us 

ch  nourishing  slices  from  Heaven's  Loaf! 

C.    H.   Balsbausk. 


From  the  Wade  Branch  Church,  Miami  Co.,  Kans. 

Bro.  Chas.  M.  Yearout  came  to  this  church 
Sept.  21,  and  preached  for  us  till  the  27th.  His  ser- 
mons were  instructive  and  interesting,  but  he  did 
not  stay  long  enough  to  get  the  members  warmed 
up.  Our  love  feast  was  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  25. 
About  sixty-five  members  communed.  Elders  I.  H. 
Crist  and  I.  L.  Hoover  were  also  with  us.  Breth- 
ren Yearout  and  Hoover  preached  a  missionary  ser- 
mon on  the  day  after  the  feast.  A  collection  was 
taken  up,  amounting  to  several  dollars. 

Our  elder,  Geo.  Myers,  is  not  very  well  this  fall. 
He  was  not  able  to  attend  all  of  the  meetings.  He 
came  to  Kansas  over  twenty  years  ago,  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  traveling  and  preaching.  Olathe, 
Maple  Grove  and  Ottawa  churches  were  once  a 
part  of  this  congregation  (Wade  Branch)  and  Bro. 
Myers  at  one  time  was  their  main  support. 

Quite  a  sad  accident  occurred  the  evening  of  the 
Communion.  Mr.  Isaac  Lawver  (son  of  Bro.  Hen- 
ry Lawver)  had  his  collar  bone  broken  in  two  plac- 
es. Sister  Mary  Winey  (daughter  of  Bro.  H.  Law- 
ver) and  little  daughter  were  hurt  severely.  Sister 
Mary  is  not  able  to  be  up  yet.  Bro.  T.  G. 
Winey's  wife,  of  Booth,  Kans.,  was  also  hurt  consid- 
erably and  unconscious  for  some  time.  These  in- 
juries were  caused  by  a  runaway  team,  which  turned 
their  spring-wagon  upside  down. 

We  have  decided  to  continue  our  Sunday  school 
until  Jan.  1.  Albert  Sharp. 

Wade,  Kans. 


■ill  be,- 


el  of  honor  or  a  ■ 


THE  NINTH  CHAPTER  OF  ROMANS. 


I  will  repent  of  the  good,  wherewith  I  said  I  would 
benefit  them."    Jer.  18:  1-10. 

We  see  clearly  from  the  above  that,  though  clay 
in  God's  hands,  he  moulds  to  honor  or  to  dishonor 
by  a  predestined  plan,  which  allows  us  to  deter- 


mine which  we  1 
sel  of  dishonor. 

Verse  22  corresponds  with  Exodus  9:   13-16- 
17,  18.     These  only  show  that  God  uses  even  wick 
ed  men  to  accomplish  his  purposes  and  to  carry 
forward  his  work. 

Verses  23  and  24.  "  The  vessels  of  mercy,  which 
he  hath  afore  prepared  unto  glory  "  are  those  "  who 
are  called  according  to  his  purpose."  Rom.  8:  28 
All  men  are  called  but  not  all  accept  the  call.  On- 
ly those  who  accept  the  call  and  submit  their  lives 
to  the  Gospel  come  under  God's  foreordained  plan 
for  man's  redemption.  Verses  25  and  26.  God's 
plan  in  restricting  salvation,  in  restricting  the 
adoption,  to  the  believer,  has  become  a  grand  gen- 
eralization, extending  to  every  nation,  every  kin- 
dred, and  every  individual  the  glorious  privilege 
of  "the  election  of  grace."  The  Scripture  fore- 
seeing that  God  would  justify  the  heathen  through 
faith,  preached  before  the  Gospel  unto  Abraham 
saying,  "  In  thee  shall  all  nations  be  blessed.  So 
then,  they  which  be  of  faith  are  blessed  with  faith- 
ful Abraham."  For  "  the  Scripture  hath  conclud- 
ed all  under  sin,  that  the  promise  by  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  might  be  given  to  them  that  believe."  Gal. 
3:  8,  9,  22. 

Verses  27-29.  Extending  salvation  only  to  the 
believer,  according  to  God's  foreordained  plan,  has 
proved  a  great  restriction  to  elect  Israel,  for  only 
"  a  remnant  shall  be  saved  "  and  these  only  by  "  the 


:tion  of  grace."     Ro 
od's  goodness  and  : 


11:  5. 


ity  are  both  manifest  in 
restricting  salvation,  in  restricting  his  elect,  to  the 
believer.  This  means  severity  to  the  elect  nation, 
but  goodness  to  the  world.  "  Whosoever  will,  let 
him  take  the  water  of  life  freely."  Rev.  22:  17. 
Though  you  stand  as  one  of  GOD'S  ELECT,  "be- 
hold therefore  the  goodness  and  severity  of  God: 
on  them  which  fell,  severity;  but  toward  thee,  good- 
ness, if  thou  continue  in  his  goodness:  otherwise, 
thou  also  shalt  be  cut  off."     Rom.  II:  22. 

Verses  30-33.     The  Gentiles  who  accept  RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS AS  A   FREE  GIFT    stand     Justine -«*■•• 


for   "they   which 


the    gift, 


righteousness  shall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Je 
Christ,"  Rom.  5:  17,  while  the  Jews  who  try  to  jus- 
tify themselves  by  their  works,  by  their  obedience, 
stand  condemned,  "  For  they  being  ignorant  o( 
God's  righteousness,  and  going  about  to  establish 
their  own  righteousness,  have  not  submitted  them- 
selves unto  the  righteousness  of  God."  Rom.  10: 
3- 

Whenever  we  seek  to  justify  ourselves  by  our 
works,  by  our  obedience  to  ordinance  and  ceremo- 
ny, and  not  "BY  FAITH,"  and  not  by  "THE 
GIFT  OF  RIGHTEOUSNESS,"  we  stumble  and 
fall  at  the  same  stumbling-stone,  at  the  same  rock 
of  offense  over  which  the  Jews  fell. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  from  a  far  country.' 

Elk  Lick,  Pa.— Sept.  13  we  began  a  meeting  at 
the  Maple  Grove  church,  Md.,  which  we  continued 
until  the  20th.  On  the  evening  of  the  19th  they 
had  a  love  feast.  About  120  members  communed. 
There  were  three  baptized  and  one  reclaimed.—^' 
A.  Gaunt,  Sept.  22. 

Lincoln  Church,  Nebr.— We  met  in  quarterly 
council  at  Bro.  J.  S.  Gable's  Sept  19,  at  8  P.  M. 
Bro.  J.  L.  Snavely,  our  elder,  presided.  We  had  a 
pleasant  meeting.  The  business  that  came  before 
the  meeting,  was  agreeably  disposed  of.  Bro.  J.  3- 
Gable  is  our  delegate  to  District  Meeting.— D.  »• 
Reasy,  Havelock,  Nebr.,  Sept.  24. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— On  the  evening  of  Sept.  24  Br0; 
Arthur  Arnold,  from  Old  Fields,  W.  Va  ,  preached 
for  us  at  Maple  Springs,  and  continued  each  even- 
ing till  the  evening  of  the  26th.  Though  but  nine- 
teen years  old,  he  handles  the  Word  with  credit,  and 
is  not  ashamed  to  speak  for  Jesus.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  preached  at  the  Glade  View  church.  There 
was  also  preaching  at  Brookside,  at  the  same  tin*, 
by  Bro.  Aaron  Fike.  We  also  received  two  m°rs 
by  letter.— Rachel  Weimer, 
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Mt.  Repose,  Clermont  Co.,  Ohio.— The  mem- 
t,  rs  of  the  Stone  Lick  church  met  in  council 
c  Dt  5,  and  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  Oct.  17, 
beginning  at  10  A.  M.  As  we  are  few  in  number 
..  -s  cheering  to  have  those  of  like  precious  faith  to 
be  with  us. — Lydia  C.  Lesh,  Sept.  28. 

Brothers  Valley,  Pa— Sept.  10  Bro.  D.  H. 
Walker,  of  Lull,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  the  Salem  church,— a  house  recently  built  in 
this  district.  Notwithstanding  the  very  unfavora- 
ble weather,  he  preached  twelve  sermons,  when 
eight  souls  expressed  a  willingness  to  follow  the 
Savior.  They  were  accordingly  baptized  on  Sunday, 
Sept  20.— P.  U.  Miller,  Berlin,  Pa.,  Sept.   28. 

Wichita,  Kans.— We  hereby  extend  a  corHial 
invitation  to  other  localities  to  be  with  us  at  our 
feast,  Oct.  17  and  18,  at  the  Fairmount  meeting 
house  in  the  city.  Ample  provisions  will  be  made 
at  the  meetinghouse  to  entertain  guests.  The 
Fairmount  street-car  line  runs  to  the  meetinghouse 
door.  It  is  expected  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings 
in  connection  with  the  feast.— David  H.  Miller. 

Harrod,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  Lafayette 
church  met  in  council  on  Saturday,  Sept.  26.  No 
small  amount  of  business  came  before  the  meeting, 
but  we  are  glad  to  state  that  all  business  was 
disposed  of  pleasantly.  This  was  the  council  pre- 
vious to  our  Communion  (which  will  be  held  Oct. 
17).  The  visiting  brethren  made  their  report, 
which  was  acceptable.  The  members  are  to  be 
commended  for  the  spirit  of  love.  Eld.  Charley 
Wilkins  presided  at  the  council.— G.  A.  Snider, 
Sept.  30. 

Syracuse,  Ind.— Sept.  18  the  members  of  this  con- 
gregation enjoyed  a  harvest  meeting,  held  at  the  Un- 
ion Mills  Cemetery.  The  occasion  was  improved  in 
the  forenoon  by  Bro.  Abram  Neff,  of  Goshen,  Ind. 
The  afternoon  was  improved  by  talks  to  the  chil- 
dren. Bro.  Krider,  from  Goshen,  past  his  eightieth 
mile-stone,  gave  the  children  excellent  advice.  A 
donation  was  taken  for  benevolent  purposes.  Bro. 
Zollers,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.,  expects  to  hold  a 
.'S  series  of  meetings  in  our  large  house,  beginning 
about  Nov.  I.—L.  A.  Neff,  Sept.  25. 

East  McPherson  Church,  Kans.— Quite  a  num- 
ber of  members  have  moved  away  from  this  church 
during  the  last  few  years,  but  others  are  coming  in 
and  we  now  have  a  fair  congregation.  Bro. 
Michaal  Keller  came  here  a  few  years  ago  and  now 
has  charge  of  the  church.  We  had  a  pleasant 
Communion  meeting  Sept.  19.  Ministers  from  ad- 
joining churches  remembered  us  and  came  with 
hearts  full  of  love,  and  their  cheering  words  were 
food  to  the  soul.  We  expect  to  have  a  series  of 
meetings  this  fall.—/.  P.  Puterbaugh,  Galva,  Kans, 
Highland,  Ohio.— The  Lexington  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Sept.  26.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly  and  in  order.  The  annual  visit 
was  made  prior  to  this,  and  everything  was  reported 
favorable  for  a  love  feast,  which  was  appointed  tor 
Oct.  10.  The  church  was  made  to  rejoice  at  this 
meeting  by  an  addition  to  its  membership.  Bro. 
and  Sister  Cobaugh,  of  White  Oak  church,  hand- 
ed in  their  letter  and  were  gladly  received  by  the 
members  present.  We  have  the  promise  of  two 
more  who  will  come  soon.  We  had  a  call  from 
the  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  District  of  Ohio 
for  a  donation  to  further  the  cause,  which  was  re- 
sponded to  cheerfully.—/.  G.  McClure,  Sept.  26. 

Oakley,  111.— Our  quarterly  council  was  held 
Sept.  22.  Considerable  business  came  before  the 
meeting,  which  was  all  disposed  of  pleasantly. 
Three  were  received  by  letter,  and  one  was  re- 
claimed. Eld.  M.  J.  McClure  and  the  writer  were 
chosen  delegates  to  District  Meeting.  Our  Com- 
munion occurred  Sept.  24,  with  good  interest 
and  attendance  of  members,  and  ministers  from 
other  congregations,  among  whom  were  brethren 
Metzger  and  Overholtzer,  of  California.  We  have 
also  just  closed  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings, 
which  were  conducted  by  our  elder,  M.  J.  McClure. 
Two  were  baptized  during  these  meetings  and  the 
members  built  up  and  encouraged  to  go  on  in  our 
Christian  work—  D.  J.  Blickenstaff,  Sept.  28. 


Rough  Run  Church,  W.  Va.— Bro.  Peter  Garber 
of  Weyer's  Cave,  Va.,  came  to  our  place  Sept.  5, 
and  held  a  two  weeks'  series  of  meetings,  preaching 
seventeen  sermons.  As  a  result  eight  were  received 
by  baptism, — two,  a  man  and  wife  from  another 
denomination.  Five  more  gave  their  hand  to  be 
baptized  in  the  near  future,  while  others  were  near 
the  kingdom. — A.  L.  Cook,  Petersburgh,  W.  Va.,  Sept. 


Boon  River  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver, 
of  Fredericksburg,  came  to  us  Sept.  5  and  continued 
meetings  until  Sept.  18,  preaching,  in  all,  eighteen 
sermons,  which  were  very  plain  and  instructive. 
The  members  seem  to  be  much  built  up  and  en- 
couraged. We  held  our  council  Sept.  n,  with  our 
elder  present.  All  business  passed  o£f  in  love.  In 
connection  with  our  feast  he  gave  us  a  very  inter- 
esting  children's   meeting,    which  left  many   good 


Mt.  Etna  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  Wolf,  of  Liberty, 
Iowa,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  here  Sept. 
12,  and  continued  until  Sept.  26.  On  the  evening 
of  Sept.  17  we  held  our  Communion  meeting. 
About  sixty  brethren  and  sisters  surrounded  the  ta- 
ble of  the  Lord.  We  had  a  very  interesting  meet- 
ing. Three  came  out  on  the  Lord'  side  and  were 
baptized  last  Sunday,  Sept.  27.  Others  are  almost 
persuaded.— Emma  A.   Sink,   Sept.  28. 

Maxwell,  Iowa.— Our  quarterly  council  of  the 
Indian  Creek  church  was  held  Sept.  5.  Eld.  S. 
Bowser  presided.  Much  business  was  disposed  of. 
Three  delegates  were  chosen  to  District  Meeting. 
They  take  one  query  to  District  Meeting.  Sept.  9 
Bro.  Bowser  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  this 
place.  The  weather  was  inclement  but  those  at- 
tending seemed  much  interested,  and  good  seed 
was  sown.  We  received  good  lessons  on  the  sub- 
ject of  non-conformity,  and  good  results  are  al- 
ready visible.  May  the  Lord  send  many  such  la- 
borers into  the  field  who  are  "  not  ashamed  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ"  on  any  point.— G.  W.  Gibson, 
Sept.  22. 

Spivey,  Kans.— The  Messenger, — as  bread  cast 
upon  the  waters, — was  given  to  me  the  other  day. 
It  did  me  good  to  read  it  once  more.  I  live  out  here, 
in  Western  Kansas,  and  do  not  get  to  hear  the 
Brethren  preach,  and  have  not  for  about  sixteen 
years.  I  would  be  glad  if  I  could  take  the  Messen- 
ger, but  as  I  am  a  widowed  mother,  with  several 
dependent  children,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so.  I  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  twenty- 
four  years  ago.     My  husband,  who  was  a  member 

before    we    were    married,     died    four    years    ago. — 

Lydia  Blaitenberg. 

[We  have  placed  the  sister's  name  on  our  list  for 
one  year,  feeling  sure  that  some  one  will  donate 
enough  to  the  Poor  Fund,  on  this  account,  to  pay 
the  subscription. — Ed.] 

Meriden,  Kans.— The  members  of  this  vicinity 
met  in  quarterly  council  Sept.  24.  Eld.  J.  A.  Root 
and  Bro.  Harvey  Bramble  were  with  us  and  gave 
good  counsel.  There  was  but  little  business  be- 
fore the  church  and  all  was  disposed  of  harmonious- 
ly. The  church  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  on 
Thanksgiving  evening,  commencing  at  two  o'clock. 
Brethren  and  sisters,  and  especially  ministering 
brethren,  are  invited  to  be  present.  We  number  but 
few  and  realize  that  the  harvest  is  great  and  the 
laborers  few.  Who  will  come  and  help  us?  Wi 
are  eleven  miles  northeast  of  the  State  capital,  in 
fertile  part  of  the  State,  where  land  is  cheap.  W 
invite  those  wishing  to  change  location  to  come  and 
see  the  country.  Full  particulars  may  be  had  by 
addressing  the  writer  with  stamp.— A.  J.  Smith, 
Sept.  jo. 

Goshen,  Ind.— This,  the   Elkhart   congregation, 
known    as    the    Goshen    church,    met    in    council, 
Saturday,  Sept.  26,  with  a  large  congregation  assem- 
bled, and  our  full  ministerial    force   present,   with 
Bro.  George  Swihart  acting  as  Moderator 
ers   Daniel   Shively.   C.   Shrock    and   Ale: 
present  from  other  congregations.     The  vi 
ported  four  hundred  and  twelve  member 
still   willing  to  work   in   the  good  cause 
building  up  of  the  church.     First  in  order 
reading  of  letters.     Six  were  received  and  two  giv- 
en     Two  delegates  were  sent  to  District  Meeting, 
—  Levi    Hoke  and    Aaron   Hess.    Quite  a    large 
amount  of  other  business  was  disposed  of  in  good 
order.     Oct.   4  was  selected   as  the  day   for  chil- 
dren's meeting  at  the  Goshen  churchhouse.     Our 
love  feast  will  occur  Oct.  20  at  4  P.  M.    One  was 
baptized  since  last  rcport.-David  R.  Myers,  Sept. 
29. 
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love  feast  was  not  so  largely  attended  by  the  Breth- 
ren from  adjoining  churches.  The  house  was 
crowded  with  spectators.  —  Alma  Ascllenbrtnncr, 
Stilson,  Iowa., 

Kaskaskia,  111.— Sept.  5  Bro.  J.  H.  Brubaker  be- 
gan a  series  of  meetings  in  the  church,  and  con- 
tinued until  Sept.  20,  when  he  closed  with  a  full 
house  of  attentive  listeners.  Two  were  received  by 
baptism,  two  reclaimed  and  the  church  so  greatly 
built  up  that  it  will  tell  on  our  Christian  life  for 
years  to  come.  Bro.  Brubaker  endeared  him- 
self to  a  number  of  friends  and  all  the  members. 
Sept.  19  we  held  our  love  feast.  Bro.  Brubaker 
officiated,  assisted  by  Eld.  Jacob  Ullery,  and  breth- 
ren S.  S.  Miller  and  S.  S.  Younger— all  of  the 
Okaw  church,  Piatt  Co.,  111.  We  appreciated  their 
labors  very  much.  Bro.  David  T.  Wagner  is  our 
delegate  to  District  Meeting.— Granville  Nevinger. 

Coquille  Valley  Church,  Ore— Our  love  feast, 
of  Sept.  12,  was  one  to  be  remembered  and,  I  be- 
lieve, was  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Bro.  Brower  of- 
ficiated. At  this  time  five  persons  were  baptized, 
and  five  were  reclaimed,  four  of  whom  were  from 
the  Old  Order  Brethren,— one  a  minister.  Eld. 
David  Brower  and  wife,  of  Talent,  Ore  ,  are  visiting 
friends  and  brethren  at  this  place.  He  preached 
about  twenty  sermons  at  different  points,  namely 
at  Norway,  Myrtle  Point,  Rolling  Prairie  and  Fair 
View,  the  home  brethren  assisting  him.  On  Sun- 
day after  the  feast  one  was  baptized  at  Fair  View. 
At  our  council,  preparatory  to  District  Meeting, 
brethren  John  Bonewitz  and  Thomas  Barklow  were 
chosen  to  represent  this  church.  At  present  we  are 
enjoying  a  visit  from  our  mother,  sister  Christina 
Cullen,  of  Holmesville,  Nebr.— Sarah  A.  VanDykt, 
Norway,  Ore. 

Powells  Valley  Church,  Oregon.— When  per- 
forming the  visit  of  brotherly  love  to  the  members 
of  this  congregation,  as  is  customary  among  the 
Brethren,  prior  to  Communion  meetings,  an  elderly 
lady, — a  widow  and  her  daughter,  who  reside  in 
the  City  of  Portland,  and  who,  for  a  number  of 
years,  have  been  seeking  for  the  true  church  of 
Christ, — said  to  us:  "  We  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Brethren  worship  God  nearer  accord- 
ing to  the  Scripture  than  any  other  people  we  know 
of,  and  we  will  join  the  church  if  there  is  no  objec- 
tion." We  assured  them  that  there  would  be  noth- 
ing to  hinder  them  from  becoming  identified  with 
the  church,  for  we  take  them  to  be  of  that  class  of 
women  of  which  the  apostle  Paul  makes  mention 
in  Acts  17:  4.  They  will  be  baptized  on  the  day  of 
our  Communion,  Oct.  17,  if  life  is  prolonged  and 
health  will  permit.— Jacob  Bahr,  Damascus,  Ore., 
Sept.  2$. 

Cedar  County  Church,  Mo.— Wednesday,  Sept.  16, 
the  members  of  this  church  met  in  council  to  make 
preparations  for  our  love  feast,  which  occurred  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  23.  At  the  council  everything 
passed  off  pleasantly.  The  church  chose  the  writer 
as  Messenger  correspondent.  Our  love  feast  was 
a  feast  to  the  soul.  There  was  a  good  representa- 
tion by  members  from  adjoining  churches.  The 
ministerial  force  was  ample.  Brethren  George 
Barnhart,  C.  Holderman,  and  Abel  Killingsworth 
were  the  visiting  ministers  present.  Bro.  Barnhart 
preached  at  2  P.  M.  Bro.  Killingsworth  officiated; 
also  preached  Thursday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 
About  fifty  of  God's  dear  children  surrounded  the 
tables  of  the  Lord.  There  was  a  large  crowd  of 
spectators  present,  to  witness  the  services.  On 
Thursday  evening  Bro.  W.  H.  Miller,  our  home 
minister,  preached  for  us.  Thus  ended  a  truly  re- 
freshing season  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord, 
— C.  A.  Miller,  Jerico,  Mo„  Sept.  26, 
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Lower  Miami,  Ohio. — We  expect 
Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker,  of  Shideler, 
Ind.,  to  begin  a  series  of  meetings  for 
us  Oct.  10.  Our  love  feast  has  been 
appointed  for  Oct.  24,  beginning  at 
P.  M.  One  has  been  baptized  sine 
our  last  report.—/.  0.  Gars/,  Daytoi 
Ohio. 

Walnut  Valley  Church,  Kans  —  Th 
Brethren  have  been  holding  meetings 
at  the  above-named  place.  Sept 
three  were  taken  into  the  church  by 
baptism, — one  an  aged  man;  the  other 
two  are  a  middle-aged  couple,  from 
Great  Bend,  Kans. — Ella  Brunnemeyer, 
Hciier,  Kans. 

Spring  Greek,  Iowa.— Our  regular 
quarterly  council  was  held  Sept.  22. 
All  business  passed  off  pleasantly. 
Brethren  Frank  Wolfe  and  Lemuel 
Pratt  were  chosen  delegates  to  the 
District  Meeting.  We  decided  to  keep 
up  our  Sunday  school  during  the  win- 
ter. Bro.  David  Eby,  of  Lena,  111.,  is 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  for  us 
about  Nov.  1.— Nellie  G.  Beaver,  Fred- 
ericksburg, Iowa,  Sept.  24. 

Kearney,  Nebr. 
held  in  the  Wood 
19,  can  only  be  rer 
other  meetings  of  its  kind,— 
of  enjoyment  and  a  re 
ual  strength  for  the 
were  present  from  adj 
tions.  The  visiting 
brethren  J.  R.  Garbe 
and  A.  W.  Sanders.  Bro.  Garber  offi- 
ciated. The  weather  being  quite  damp 
and  Cool  for  a  tent  meeting,  the  con- 
gregation was  not  so  large  as  at  other 
times,  but  all  were  quite  attentive. — E. 
M.  Snavely,  Sept.  25. 

Downsville,  Pa. — Sept.  20,  at  our 
regular  appointment  at  the  Potomac 
meetinghouse,  we  were  profitably  en- 
tertained by  Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  of 
Mcpherson,  Kans.  Text,  Trov.  16: 
22-33,  which  was  also  our  lesson  for 
Sunday  school.  He  also  preached  in 
the  evening  to  a  large  audience.  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  met 
for  our  children's  meeting.  We  were 
addressed  by  brethren  Daniel  Vani- 
man, Eli  Yourtee,  W.  S.  Reichard  and 
J.  E.  Otto.  Each  speaker  handled  his 
subject  in  a  manner  to  convince  all 
present  that  they  had  given  it  study, 
not  only  to  the  entertaining,  but  to 
the  edification  of  all,  as  well.— McCltl- 
Ian  Long,  Sept.  2J. 

Clarence,  Iowa. —  Our  Ministerial 
Meeting  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Iowa  will  be  held  at  the  Pleasant  View 
church,  five  and  one-half  miles  north- 
east of  Tipton,  and  five  miles  south 
and  one  and  one-hall  miles  west  of 
Clarence,  beginning  at  9  A.  M„  Oct. 
14,  and  continuing  two  days.  Eld. 
D.  L.  Miller  will  be  with  us  and  deliv- 
er some  of  his  interesting  discourses. 
On  Friday,  at  10  A.  M.,  "Bible 
Lands;  "  at  7  P.  M  ,  "  From  the  Land 
of  the  Midnight  Sun  to  the  Golden 
Gate."  Bro.  Miller  will  be  with  us 
over  our  feast,  beginning  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  17,  at  2  P.  M.  Those  coming  to 
Clarence  should  notify  John  Zuck, 
Clarence,  Iowa.  Those  coming  to  Tip- 
ton should  notify  J.  E.  Keller,  Tipton, 
Iowa.  We  extend  an  invitation  to 
adjacent  State  Districts,  as  well  as  ad- 
joining churches,  to  be  with  us  and 
enjoy  with  us  a  feast  to  the  soul  — 
John  Zuck. 


Baker,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the 
P?.Iestine  church  met  Sept.  14  in  quar- 
terly council.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Henry 
Frantz,  was  with  us.  Considerable 
business  came  before  the  meeting,  but 
all  was  disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like 


Thr 


had 


away  returned,  and  were  received 
full   fellowship    again.     One    was 
ceived   by   baptism.    Thus    the    good 
work   goes   on! — D-nid  Bailsman,  Sept. 

Newton  Church,  Ohio.  — In  the  last 
few  weeks  we  have  laid  to  rest  the 
mortal  remains  of  two  of  our  aged  sis- 
ters. One  was  over  eighty-two  years 
of  age;  the  other  past  eighty-three. 
She  lived  to  see  the  fifth  generation. 
Our  feast  occurred  Sept.  24.  It  was  a 
season  of  comfort  and  pleasure.  Min- 
isters from  surrounding  churches  gave 
us  their  presence  and  help.  Bro. 
Galen  B.  Royer,  of  Mt.  Morris,  was 
also  with  us  and  gave  us  some  solid 
food.  He  also  officiated  at  the  even- 
ing services.  The  weather  was  lovely, 
and  altogether  we  had  a  soul-reviving 
feast.—  D.  D.  Wine,  Sept.  26. 

Bunker  Hill  Church,  Ohio.— This 
lurch  he'd  a  special  meeting  Sept. 
12,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  love 
feast,  Sept.  19.  At  this  meeting 
young  brother  was  baptized.  He 
school-teacher.  Our  love  feast 
curred  at  the  time  appointed. 
Reuben  Shroyer  was  with  us.  and 
assistant  elder.  F.  B.  Weimer,  offit 
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oon,  but  toward  t 
the  rain  ceased  and  it  was  more 
ant.  The  spectators  showed 
to  the  house  of  God.  We  had  an  in- 
teresting children's  meeting  on  Sunday 
morning.  —  Sarah  Middaugh,  Berlin. 
Ohio,  S.pt.  2$. 

Mt.  Vernon  Church,  111.— Our  love 
feast  was  held  Sept.  19  Our  elder, 
Henry  Lilligh,  officiated.  A  number 
were  present  from  neighboring  congre- 
gations. More  communed  than  at  any 
previous  love  feast  in  this  church. 
Bro.  Lilligh  held  a  series  of  meetings, 
commencing  Sunday  night  and  ending 
Thursday  night.  Four  were  baptized; 
two  before  the  feast  and  two  after- 
wards. Others,  we  think,  were  "al- 
most persuaded."  The  meeting,  how- 
ever, had  to  close  too  soon.  We  feel 
much  encouraged  in  the  good  work. 
Our  quarterly  council  was  held  Sept. 
Much  business  was  disposed  of. 
A  delegate  and  alternate  were  chosen 
to  District  Meeting  for  Southern  Illi- 
D.  Z.  Angle,  Sept.  36 


"  Wh.a  tlurtlo: 


MATRIMONIAL-^ 

1  joined  together, 


GILLETTE— BOGGS.-At  their  home,  at 
Chenowiih,  Wash.,  Sept.  16,  1896,  by  the  under- 
signed, Mr.  J.  P.  Gillette,  of  Chenowifh,  Wash., 
arid  Bessie  Boggs,  youngest  daughter  of  Bro. 
Ezekiel  and  sister  Esther  C.  Boggs,  of  Port- 
land, Ore.  William  Hoskins. 

CRIPE-MILLER.— At  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  near  Goshen,  Ind.,  Sept.  15, 
1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  Charles  M. 
Cripe  and  Miss  Lettie  M.  Miller. 

I.  D.  Parker. 

BASSETT— MAKIN.-At  the  residence  of 
the  brides  parents,  in  Taylor  Township,  Cam- 
bria Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  17,  by  the  undersigned,  Mr. 
Harry  B,  Bassett  and  sister  Minnie  M.  Makin. 
S.  E.Dorer. 


. . .  FALLEN  r  ASLEEP  •  ~_ 

"  Blessed  arc  tlie  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord." 

TAYLOR— In  the  bounds  of  the  Walnut 
Level  church,  Pa.,  Sept.  16,  1896,  of  cholera  in- 
fantum, Chloe  Armie,  little  daughter  of  broth- 
er and  sister  Taylor,  aged  n  months  and  13 
days.  Funeral  by  the  undersigned  from  the 
words:  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life." 
H.  J.  Beagle. 

ESHELMAN. —  In  the  Arcadia  church, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ind.,  Sept.  13,  1896,  sister  Anna 
Eshelman,  wife  of  Bro.  Abraham  Eshelman, 
aged  56  years  and  10  days.  For  several  years 
she  has  been  a  consistent  member  of  the 
church.  Funeral  services,  by  Bro.  William 
Burcham.  Zeruah  C.  Hill. 

PENROD.— In  the  North  Manchester  con- 
gregation, Wabash  Co  ,  Ind.,  Sept.  6,  1896,  Bro. 
Henry  B.  Penrod,  aged  75  years,  6  months  and 
12  days.  Funeral  services  at  the  Brick  church, 
two  miles  west  of  town,  by  L.  H.  Eby  and  the 
writer.  A.  L.  Wright. 

GROSSNICKLE.-In  the  North  Manchester 
congregation,  Wabash  Co.,  Ind.,  Sept.  15,  1896, 
Mary  A.  Grossnickle,  aged  54  years,  3  months 
and  7  days.  Deceased  was  married  to  E.  M. 
Grossnickle  Jan.  31,  1865.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  L.  H. 
Eby  and  the  writer.  A.  L.  Wright. 

BARE.  — In  the  Johnstown  congregation, 
Cambria  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  1,  1896,  Lizzie  Lenora 
are,  daughter  of  Bro.  John  and  sister  Katie 
are,  aged  9  months  and  16  days.  Funeral 
rvices  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  S. 

NUNEMAKER.-ln  the  Lower  Cumbe: 
land  church,  Pa.,  Sept.  12,  1896,  Wilma  Ray 
Nunemaker,  aged  5  months  and  22  days.  F 
neral  occasion  improved  by  Bro.  J.  B.  Gan 
and  the  writer  from  John  11:  28,  latter  clau 
"  The  Master  is  come,  and  calleth  for  thee." 
Levi  S.  Mohler 

BOWSER.-In  Astoria,  111.,  Sept    18,   iS. 
of  lung   trouble,    sister    Alice,    wife    of    B 
George  Bowser,  aged  34  years,  3  months  and 
13  days.     She  united  With  the  church  at 


of 
deaih.     During  her  sickne: 


litbful  until 
lied  for  the 
ders  of  the  church  and  was  anointed.  She 
as  united  in  marriage  to  Bro.  George  Bowser 
.n.  11,  1S91.  Three  children  were  born  to 
em,  the  youngest  a  son,  only  one  week  old  at 
e  time  of  her  death.  A  husband,  with  the 
;tle  ones,  is  left.  Funeral  services  by  Bro. 
ilomon  Bucklew,  assisted  by  Bro.  Cyrus 
iicher,  from  I  Pet.  1:  24,  in  the  German  lan- 
iage.  Mattie  Davis. 

COVER.— In  the  Maumee  church,  near  Cic- 
o,  Defiance  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  i8o6;of  paral- 
is,    Bro.    David    Cover,    aged    jy    years,   6 
onths   and  4  days.     Deceased  was  born  in 
rankiin  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  27,  1819.     He  emi- 
tted at  an  early  day  to  Crawford  County, 
Ohio,    where   he  was    married    to   Susannah 
Shade,  in  1845.     They  soon  after  moved  to  De- 
e  County,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 
Cover  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in 
Soon  after  he  was  elected  to  the  dea- 
;  office,  and  in  1869  to  the  ministry.     Two 
;  later  he  was  advanced  to  the  second  de- 
He  was  a  good,  earnest  Christian  work- 
days contending   earnestly  for  the  faith. 
On  Sunday  before  his  death  he  sent  for  the 
me  of  the 
Lord,  after  which  he  expressed  himself  as  be- 
o  go.     He  leaves  a  faithful  com- 
leral  by  brethren  Christian  Gray- 
bill  and  Michael  Shotts.       J.  P.  Barnhart. 

SCHROCK.— In  the  Brother's  Valley  con- 
gregation, Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  13,  1896, 
er  Sarah  Schrock,  aged  72  years,  4  months 
12  days.  About  a  week  previous  to  her 
th  she  called  for  the  elders  and  was  anoint- 
n  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Funeral  services 
e  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  H.  Walker,  assist- 
ed by  Eld.  Michael  Weyand. 

Clara  G.  Rieman. 
TAYLOR.— In  the  same  church,  Sept.  22, 
96,  of  paralysis,  sister  Ellen  Louisa  Taylor, 
;ed  60  years,  9  months  and  17  days.  She 
as  born  in  Dover,  Ohio.  Her  maiden  name 
as  Towner.  She  was  married  to  Bro.  Allen 
Taylor  in  1850  and  both  united  with  the  Ger- 
Brethren  church  in  i860.  Bro. 
Allen  and  five  children  are  left.  Funeral 
by  the  Brethren  from  2  Cor.  5:  1. 

Granville  Nevinger. 


DOOLY.-In    the    Kaskaskia   churcTnT 
Aug.  24,  1896,  of  congestive  chills    Th' 
Edgar,  infant  and  only  child  of  Bro  T  R 
sister  Laonia  Dooly,  aged   ,   month 'aM," 

days-  Awa^laid  t0  rest  nMr  ,he  »C 

named  churchhouse. 

Granville  Nevinger 

EMMERT.-In  the  Lanark  church  It, 
Sept.  13,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth  Emmert 'a„J 
88  years  and  6  days.  She  was  the  widow 
Bro.  Jos.  Emmert,  with  whom  she  emigre 
from  Washington  County,  Md  in  1844 
Carroll  County,  III.  Bro.  Emmert  died  J 
3.,  .877.  Sister  Emmert  was  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church  for  about  seventy  years  She 
was  a  very  pious  and  devoted  Christian  'moth, 
er.  She  will  long  be  remembered  for  her 
good  example  and  her  upright  walk.  Funeral 
services  from  2  Tim.  4:  fr-8,  by  the  writer. 
I.  Bennett  Trout. 

BLACK— At  his  home  at  South  Mt. Tabor 
near  the  City  of  Portland,  Ore.,  May  7,  1896] 
Bro.  David  Black,  aged  73  years.  He  was 
born  and  raised  in  Ohio,  came  west,  with  hi, 
family,  to  Oregon,  in  1870.  He  was  a  deacon 
of  good  influence,  and  an  exemplary  member 
for  twenty-eight  years.  The  church  feels  as  if 
a  father  in  Israel  has  gone  to  his  reward.  Of 
late  years  he  was  greatly  afflicted  with  paraly- 
sis, but  amid  all  his  trials  he  leaned  on  the 
strong  arm  of  the  Lord.  Bro.  David  leaves  an 
aged  widow,  a  daughter  and  a  married  son. 
James  A.  Stephens. 

MINNICH.— At  Middletown,  Ind.,  Sept.  24, 
1896,  of  spasmodic  croup,  Clarence,  son  of 
William  and  sister  Mary  Minnich,  aged  4 
years,  3  months  and  14  days.  His  funeral 
took  place  at  the  Upper  Fall  Creek  church,  by 
Bro.  Henry  Fadely.  Funeral  text,  Luke  18: 16. 
His  little  form  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Miller 
cemetery.  Florida  Green. 

LAMAN.— In  the  Verdigris  congregation, 
Kans.,  Sept.  22,  1896,  Estie  Jane,  daughter  of 
Bro.  W.  H.  and  sister  Anna  Laman,  aged  1 
year,  7  months  and  13  days.  Funeral  services 
by  Bro.  G.  W.  Garst.       J.  M.  Quakenbush. 

HUFF.— At  Montezuma,  Iowa,  Sept.  26, 
1896,  Rachel  Huff  (nee  Burns),  aged  49  yeras, 
S  months  and  12  days.  Deceased  leaves  two 
married  daughters.  Funeral  service*  1.7— cl,c 
writer  from  John  n:  25.       G.  W.  Hopwood.^,  ' 

SMITH— In  the  Donnels  Creek  enure*, 
Clark  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  2,  1896,  of  scarlet  fever, 
Vernon  D.,  infant  son  of  Christian  and  Minnie 
Smith,  aged  I  year,  6  months  and  26  days. 
Funeral  services  at  the  home  of  his  parents  by 
Bro.  David  Leatherman,  from  Matt.  18:  3. 

Ella  Barnhart. 

MILLARD.— At  the  home  of  her  daughter, 
in  Missouri  Valley,  Harrison  Co,,  Iowa,  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Soldier  River  church,  Sept.  20, 
1S96,  sister  Mary  Millard,  aged  about  73  years. 
Sister  Millard  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Brethren  church  for  many  years.  Funeral 
services  improved  by  the  writer,  assisted  by 
Bro.  L.  S.  Snyder.    Text,  Rev.  14:  12,  13. 

Samuel  Schlotuan. 

UNDERWOOD.— At  the  home  of  elder  and 
sister  Prather,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Egan 
church,  Cal,  Sept.  17,  1896,  Mary  Elizabeth, 
infant  daughter  of  Bro.  Sam  Underwood,  aged 
5  months  and  7  days.  Funeral  services  at 
Egan  church,  by  Eld.  Enoch  Prather,  assisted 
by  Eld.  I.  M.  Gibbel,  from  2  Sam.  12:  23. 

Clara  Prather. 

CRUEA.— In  the  Newton  church,  Ohio,  sis- 
ter Jane  Cruea,  aged  83  years,  3  months  and  8 
days.    Her  husband,  Bro.    Ensworth   Cruea, 

ed  three  years  ago.    Sister  Cruea  was  laid 
rest  in  the  Pleasant  Hill  cemetery.    She 

aves  eleven  children.    Services  in  the  church 
Pleasant  Hill.  D.  D.  Wine. 

WOLF.— Near  Horse  Shoe  Run,  W.  Va, 
Sept.  20,  1896,  Nay  O.  Wolf,  son  of  Bro.  Pbilip 

d    friend    Sophia    Wolf,   aged    1  year,  10 

jnfhs  and  29  days.     He  leaves  father,  moth- 

,  two  brothers  and  four  sisters.  Funeral  at 
Maple  Spring  by  Bro.  Jonas  Fike  from  2  San- 

1:23.    Disease,  diphtheria  and  membranous 

oup.  Rachel  Weimer. 

SLEPPY.— In   the    Newton    church,   Ohio, 
Sept.  22,  1896,  sister  Mary  Sleppy,  afJed  sz 
years,  6  months  and  2  days.    She  leaves  a 
husband,    nearly   eighty-seven    years  of  age, 
,m   she    lived    more    than    sixty*" 
years      Bro.   Sleppy   is   almost  blind  and 
feeble  health,  waiting  until  his  change  s 
Services  and  interment  at  Sugar  Gro 
D.  D.  WINS- 
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|  GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


[UK  WfiUT  church,  Cass  County. 
rt  .    ia  nt  I)  A    51.,  southern  District  of  I 
'W[-J.,\,ih  KeoltUB  oiiurcfa.Iowa. 
«   .   in  and  IT    Necnu.l   IM-l  ri.C  of  West  \  In 
'■' l    K,  ,;  J'hui'.-I.  in  th*  Bethany  congregat 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

!  \l\   puiJ  H,  at!  P.  M-,  Arnold's  Grove,  II 
Oct    18,  at    10  A.  M.,  Washington  church 

miles  northeast  of  Warsaw. 
Oct  13  and  l*i  Lower  Conewago  church,  Ft 
not  ii  mid  IB,  at  -1  P.  M.,  Lewlstown,  Pa. 
net'.  M,  at  in  A.M.,  South  Morrill,  Brown  O 
i  int'  [4  at  10  A.  M„  Dry  Fork  ohurch,  Mo. 
i  i!t  i-i'inul  15,  at  4  P.  M  ,  Scott  Valley  churc 
Oct!  14,  at  3  P.  M.,  Beaver  Run  ohuroh,  Bui 
net   14  at  4P.  M.,  South  Keokuk  church,  : 


hurch,  Grant  Co., 

i0  A.  M.,  Prairie  Creek  churoh,  Wells 
.. 

P.  M.,  Cedar  Lake  ohurch,  Ind. 
0;  80  A.  M.,  Four  Mile  ohuroh,  Ind. 
P.  M„  White  church,  Montgomery  Co., 

2  P.  M.,  Arcadia  church,  Hamilton  Co., 


ir  Creek  churoh,  Garnett, 

,  Chiquos  church,  Lanoas- 


t2P.  M.,  Upper  Deer  Creek  ohurch 
t'2P.  M.,  8  miles  east  of  Mondon,  M 
it  2  P.  M.,  Fairview  church,  Tippecanoe 

1 10  A.  M.,  Lower  Twin  Creek  church, 


■  book,  "  The  Lord  o 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 


The  following  letter  contains  valuable  informs' 
tlou.    Read  it: 

OB0BOI.A.  Mo.,  July  15, 1H1NI. 


dollars  ta60)  to 
i  operations  am 
I  anally  i 


,  Ky. 
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eesprlug  meetlngnot 


City  churoh,  Ind. 

■st  Creek  congrenatloii, 


Franklin  Grove,  111. 

Clmir  churoh,  Ps. 

,  Bethel  church,  8  m 


[.,  Howard  church.  It 

.  M.,  Stony  Creek 
4..  South  English, 


Co., 


it.  24,  Sugar  Ridge,  i 
it.  24,  at  2  P.M.,  Oza 
st.  24,  at  2  P.  M.,  Roa 

it.  24,  at  10  A.  M,  Bl 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school   lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.     No  better  publication 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of 
Sunday  schools. 


h-  ni'-i ■ 

,MI1      O.I 


inn  Iniiii  liu|iilry  minion 
)  agonoy,  I  know  him  t 
v'nw,  having  read  the  ub- 


.  M.,  Liok  Creek  church,  Washlng- 

M,,  Brock's  Gap, 
P.  51..  Martin  Crt 
■  nvrsouvllle,  Wayne  Co., 


:  church,  3  miles 


copies,  per  quarter *5 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  perirdicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
eekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
;n  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized  -church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Mllford,  Ind. 
:t.  16,  St.  Joseph  ohurch,  Im 


',  Paint  Creek  church 
',  Powell  Valley  ohur 
I,  Clay  Hill.  Pa 
vert  church, Ol 
',  M..  Wabash  ( 
■JO  P.M.,  Come: 


■oh,  Frederick 
1  Co.,  Kana, 


7  and  18,  at  10  A.  M.,  Washington, 

7,  Greene,  Iowa. 

7,  Portage  church,  Ohio. 


,  Middle 

*.  M..  Bethel  1 


;  churoh,  Clint* 


',  Woodland  church,  Mich. 


onoke  Co.,  New 
,  at  Southwick 


',  Spring  Run  ohurch,  111. 

',  at  2  P.  M.,  Conway  Springs,  Kana. 

'.at  2  P.  M.,  Summit  church,  Madison  Co., 

,  at  4  P.  M.,  Summit  Mills  congregation, : 

dar  Co.,  Iowa,  6  mile's  northeast  of  Tlptoi 


!reek  congregation, 


.st  Nation  mi'ulliiKhoU! 
1.  Mwci-idiUe,  Somerset 
t,  at  10  A.  M.,  Eagle  Cr< 


Oct.  24,  Pokagon  church,  Cass  Co.,  Mich. 


Oct.  -.M,  Slate  C 


r  Dublin  church,  Pa. 
n  church,  Ark, 

is  Creek,  Huntingdon  Co. 


1,  Fulls  city  church, Nebr. 
i  ami  •!'<,  at  2  P.  M.,  Napervllle  churoh,  111. 
4,  at  2  P.  M.,  Lower  Miami  churoh.  Ohio. 
4,  at  4  P.  M.,  Ligonlei 

4,  Saginaw  church,  Mioh, 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 
Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 

have  60.000  acr^H  of  cholo;  agricultural  lands 


Mlllo  Lacs  am 
ry  to  Mllaoa  ^ 
lilch  Htntlurt 

apolis  and  100 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

»  copies',  to  one  address,  6  months 3  35 

30  copies!  to  oae  address.  6  month 5  00 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


-3Xc 


tof  Dupont,  ( 

,  Upper  Dublin  church,  Pa. 

,  at  4  P.  M.,  New  Enterprlat 


Single  a  ubscrlptioi 
8  copies,  per  quart 
ao  copies  and  over, 


Juvenile    Quarterly.— Prepared    especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.     This  is  one  of  the 
illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished,   The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.    The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 
abscription,  per  year,.  . 


I   I  In:   r 


I  ol  Shidek 


ch,  1%  miles  northwest  of  La- 
.,  Philadelphia,  Dauphin  Street 

joal  Creek  church,  Mo. 


e  church,  Oakgri 


■t.  17,  at  2  P.  m..  Beaver  Creek,  1 
;t.  17,  Oenterview  ohuroh,  Johns 
st  20  and  21,  at  9: 30  A.  M.,  Ziegle 

Little  swatura  church,  Berks 


I   .  :-■.  1  u- 1  n  y 


nghonse, 


1  Co.,  I 


,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. 
'.  M.,  Carthage  church,  Mo. 
1  Conestoga,  Pa. 
i*.  M„  Bachelor  Run  church,  Ind 
80  P.  M„  Monocacy  church,  Md. 


.♦ADVERTISEMENTS- 

1  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


.  ij*  = 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards — Our  stock 
of  cards   is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and   prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 
vinced. 


itulB  arc  all  In  a  hardwood  Umbor  belt 
vlth  a  splendid  growth  of  whilo  and  rod 
)lo,  elm,  and  poplar,  interspersed  with 
;ts  of  open  inoatlow,  ready  for  the  mower 


daily  adapted  for 
111  raise  largo  orepa 


No. 


!  Four  Designs,  very  i 
der,  size  axil,  .... 


ie,  flowered  bor- 

«0 

e  gilt  edge,  size 


1  Embossed  Flower* 
r  Embossed   Landst 


.   Kioiv.-i 


e8x5^ 

size  3HX6K, . 
6  3^x6^.-  •  • 


12B1  Fine  Scenery,  size  3^x6^, «iw»iiu 

000  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 

826>i  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3M,  •  •  .  20oenti 

Sorlptnre  Text  Tickets,  red  or  blue, .  .  .20  cent 
When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  nun 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  ths 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Bhbthrbn's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morrli,  111. 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  1 


iHtlpatlon.    A{ 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 

Can  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  f«5. 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.  For  particu- 
lars, address, 


34tf 


SCHOOL  COMPANY, 

F rui t dale,  Ala, 


6;6 


THH  O-OBFEIXj  3VEBSSB1TQ-3II?<„ 


Octobe 


Highest  of  til  In  Leavening  Power. — I-iteit  U  S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


The  Land  Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 


ABSOLUTE!*   PURE 


ft *  ANNOUNCEMENTS • 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


[DUlann  Co.,  Fa. 
ngregatlon.  Mo. 


...HOME-SEEKERS'... 
EXCURSIONS 


October  6,  1896, 
and  October  20,  1896, 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 


The  Great  Northern  Railway 

Ths  Originator  of  the  Brethren 


.ONE  FARE... 


Go  and  Investigate  the  cou 

Why  rent  land  In  the  Ea 
'REE  farm  in  North  Dakota? 

.reta  the  undersigned  for  ful 

MAX    BASS, 
Chicago,  111 


Farm  Lands  for  Sale. 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMING 

tLands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PRICES  and  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

TimI)6r6flLan[lsinw*cr9r<i 
Prairie  Ldnds  "no^t^:6 

Hid?  Lonrfo  (or  anlo  on  tho  CHOP  PAYMENT 
PLAN.-"Oo  the  Soo  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

On  Goverorneot  Lbd.Ib  in  Walls,  Pierce.  Benson,  McLean 
ther  Counties  in  North  Dakota, 

LIQN1TE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 

Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

There  are  excellent  opportunities  for: 
Colonies  or  Individuals,—  "On  the  Soo 
Line." 

BRETHREN   are  respectfully  asked 

^^bmma  to  thoroughly   investi- 
gate the  chances  "On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 
fore deciding   upon   new  homea.     Come 
and  See! 
OUR  ILLUSTRATED.LAND  PRIMERS 


GERMAN  HAI'TISTS  1 
lands  In  FOSTER,  WE 
In  NORTH  DAKOTA.  1 
ganlzed  11CHU ROB  nt  I 


flourishing  colony  of 

Sand  EDDY  Counties, 
BRETHREN  have  or- 


1-equlpped  ineetinghouie 
ire  already  subscribed. 

Among  the  many  advantages  possessed  by  these 
bounties  the  following  may  be  mentioned: 

RAILROAD  COMPETITION,  with  competin 
levators,  and  numerous  platforms  for  loadln 
jroin  by  tbe  Individual  shipper. 

The  soli  is  a  BLACK  LOAM  resting  on  a  cla; 
ubsoll,  admirably  adapted  for  raising  wheat,  an> 
.11  small  grains,  flax  and  vegetables. 

There  are  fifty  public  schools  in  Foster  and  Wells 

The  country  abounds  In  SMALL  STREAMS  and 
:\  K  Ks,  ,-mkI  L'-u.i  JifllNKiNi;  W'ATIi '-    ' 
Ikali,  can  be  obtained  at  a  depth  of 

NATIVE    LIGNITE  COAL  sells  at 
This  emmrry  Is  far  enough   south  t 

lire,   „[i.l  l,..|i.:|-   Ml  Il'i'I  M,    IAI    ILJTIFS  n 


"Lill^    l'»i 


GuVEllNMENT  IH>.M  1 OSTF.AJ)  lands  can  be 
nk.-n  ii|>  FKKF.  Linul  .-ml  In.-  1;  un/hasi'd  cm  tlu- 
•RHI'  PAYMENT  FLAN  on  as  favorable  prices 

CHOICE  RAILROAD  LANDS  sell  from  $3.00  to 
TERMS.— ONE-TFNTH  CASH  DOWN,  balance 
IX  PERuENT!Ual  pliyments'  wltu  interest  at 
Maps  and  publications  describing  this  section  of 

■ho  have  'lived  tin 
lie  mimes  and  add: 
1  this  colony,  will  be  furnished 


■      llX'HIfll 


applica- 
C.  W.  MOTT, 
General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R. 
PHIPPS,  St.  Faul,  I 

Commissioner, 
miiorn  Pacific  R.  R.  Co. 


Line.' 

Address,  T.  I.  HDRD.  Land  and  Im 


Or,  FEANK  SWICKARD.  Trnv.  Ii 


ETBOIT,  Michig 
NO'ETH  "MANCHESTEE.  India 


Oct.  20... 


)  for  theniseiv' 


ate,  near  which  FINE  LAND  may 
LOW  PRICES.    Be  sure  to  be  with 
?  undersigned  will  give  full  pnrtlcu- 
,etc  ,  on  application. 
P.  S.  EUST1S, 
Gen.  Pass.  Ag*t  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y, 

CHICAGO. 


A  California  Pointer... 


i-fully  furnish,..,!  by  f 


A.bont   this   Time 

Your  Fourth  Crop 

OP  ALFALFA  HAY 


'alley,  you  might  he  bothered  l>y  ruin  in  making 
als  fifth  crop,  as  you  always  are  in  the  East  and 
/est  with  your  lonely  one  crop,  and  you  might 
nsture  the  alfalfa  field  till  next  January  and  have 
j  be  satisfied  with  only  four  big  crops  of  splendid 


Brethren'! 

Plain  Clothing 


«c™  fo;  any  member  0|  I 
wear  , 


There 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes 
Plain  Clothing/not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  w, 
our   clothing,    measuring    blank: 
id  rules  for  ordering 


Our 


;  for  sell. 


1  simple  any  one  can  ' 


sent  on  appli 
measurement 
understand  thi 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  ami 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas.  . 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 


Phillipson  Clothing  Co,,       l 

WARSAW,  IND,  4 
m  dUcnttimud  our  Chicae,  t>$„mdjn  i 


te-i  age*  ifadog  describing 

OIIQClUg     S.    ,S.       1  ,;■:,,  i,t.,;. 

es,  part  in  the  Bourceuii 

...     -nt>     tvpc    -:dr;.iu, 

and   fully  explaining  how  m 

can  consistently  retail  Biblei at 

wholesale  prices,  FREE. 


We  iell  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  u 
Addrea»:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  C 


.  will  1 


But  if  the   i 
Ming   whether  yc 


October  and  then  V 
leks.  And  your  le- 
harvest  another  ( 
harvesting  j 


you  had  bettei 
hree  months  01 
i  the  middle  o) 


headed  wife  would  tell  you 

)  of  hay.    You  would  now 

sin  crop  with  the  help  of 

daughters, and  they  would  tell  you  how  much 

plcasanter  it  Is  to  handle  raisins  in  a  California 

September  than  to  shuck  corn  in  Eastern  freezing 

■eather.    And  while  thu  girls  are  eating  raisins 

Hoy  will  be   saving   their  chewing-gum  money. 

Your  wife  would  be  feeling  rich  over  the  high  price 

eggs  and  chickens,  and  would  have  considerable 

st  from  cooking  while  the  family  is   filling  up 

0111  morning  till  night  in  the  one-acre  orchard 

1   apples,    pears,    plums,    peaches,    nectarines, 

apes,  raisins,  pomegranates,  watermelons,  musk 

walnuts,   grape  cider, 

r.    And  you  would  all  be 

i  to  California.    Write  to 
B.  MARKS, 

Chicago,  111 


Farm  for  Sale! 


.waon,  Kidder  Co.,  North  Dakota, 
equipped  and  best  loented  farms  in 
Dakotu,  for  silicon  easy  terms.    Impro 

Substantial,  well-built  farm  house, 
kSO;  substantial  frame  barn,  96x100; 
■'-    plenty  of  fine  water  with  spring  1 


yrd/lu^  F, 


under  cultivation;    ' 


old;  line  crops  this  year;  farming  implements  ant 
all  necessary  equipments;  also  so  head  of  horses 
marcs  and  colts  with  full  registered  Clydesdah 
stud;  stock  is  large  and  well  bred.  Fine  hunting 
and  game  plenty.    Near  school  and  railroad  depot 

lng  money,  and  a  bargain  can  be  hnd. 

Full  particulars  can  be  hnd  by  addressing  Martir 
Kunkel,  Muuuger,  Dawson,  Kidder  Co.,  North  Da 

Satisfactory  reasons  for  soiling 

J.  A.  KUNKEL, 
8619  82  De-y  St.,  New  York  City. 


1847  Rogers  Bros. 

Silver-plated  Knives,  I 


nlves,  Fi irks  and  Spoons.  Write 
before  buying  any  of  these  goods. 
H.  E.  NEWCOMER, 

Mount  Morris,  111^  - . 


Teeter's  Commentary  y 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,  -  S4.00. 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,  -  -  4.50. 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes.        -       -  t.co. 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


!Sg~We  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
assed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices, 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book 
author  and  publisher. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

43  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  la  centrally  located,  1 
ble  House  of  its  class  In  the  C 
loderate,  varying  in  price  from  75 
cr  person.    Thompsons  Restaur; 


FREE 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

mail  a  free  B«ffl>» 
treatment  of  the  famous  Persian  Tnblolo" 
to  every  reader  of  the   Messenger,  n" 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  i»«"" 
remedy    for     Chronic     Catarrh,    Kione;, 
Liver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  BJWMJ* 
tiam  ;  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  only  81i    ^ 
The  sample  treatment  costs  nothing 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  to  »»"jg 
afflicted  people.    It  will   be  sold  throw" 
asents.     Special   terms  to  readers  of  «• 
'Messenger  on  application.    Address 

OR.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

SoIeAffent  for  the  United  State*- 


The  Gospel  Messenger 


"SET  FOX   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil.  I:  17. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  October  17,  1896. 


No.  42. 


The  Gospel  Messenger, 

Fubliihed  Wsokly,  it  #1.50  per  Anaum,  b? 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANYS 

While  the  Armenians  are  being  woefully  perse- 
cuted, still  they  are  not  all  as  angelic  as  some 
might  suppose,  for  they  will  take  their  own  part, 
and  sometimes  commit  depredations  against  the 
cruel  Turks.  Quite  a  sensation  was  caused  when  it 
was  reported  that  the  Armenians  had  arranged  to 
blow  up  the  Mosque  of  Omar,  the  Mohammedan 
Temple,  on  Mount  Moriah,  at  Jerusalem.  It  was 
here  that  Solomon  built  his  temple,  which,  in  course 
of  time,  was  burned,  and  then  replaced  by  another. 
This  was  remodeled  by  Herod  the  Great,  and  then 
burned  by  the  Romans,  A.  D.  70.  That  was  the 
end  of  Jewish  temples  on  Mount  Moriah.  The 
present  Mosque  was  built  about  1,200  years  ago,  and 
to  destroy  it  would  cause  consternation  among  the 
Mohammedans.  It  is  said  to  be  well  guarded  and 
no  danger  is  likely  to  befall  it.  But  the  time  is 
coming  when  this  insult  to  the  Bible,  and  all  that  is 
sacred  in  the  Christian  religion,  will  be  leveled  to 
the  ground.  The  Lord  will  not  permit  it  to  stand. 
It  must  go  with  the  religion  of  the  Koran.  There 
ought  to  be  a  Christian  edifice  on  the  Mount,  and 
some  of  the  generations  to  come  may  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  worship  there. 


Last  week  mention  was  made  of  the  unfortunate 
Armenians  at  Marseilles,  France,  desiring  to  reach 
the  United  States.  Not  all  of  them,  it  seems,  are 
Hkely  to  find  their  way  to  South  America,  but  of 
them  the  Independent  says:  "  They  are  not  beggars, 
but  honest,  thrifty  men,  of  whom  a  large  number 
are  skilled  artisans  and  industrious  laborers  who 
would  very  soon  land  on  their  feet.  They  are  not 
to  be  classed  as  emigrants,  but  as  victims  of  politi- 
cal persecution,  compelled  to  flee  for  their  lives, 
and  such  should  receive  a  hearty  welcome  in  the 
United  States.  Miss  Frances  E.  Willard  has  per- 
sonally investigated  the  situation  at  Marseilles,  and 
IS  maturing  plans  by  which  all  proper  cases  among 


these  refugees  may  find  homes  in  this  country. 
The  Armenian  Relief  Committee,  Brown  Brothers 
&  Co.,  59  Wall  St.,  Treasurers,  will  receive  money 
for  the  aid  of  these  refugees,  and  will  be  glad  to 
receive  applications  to  locate  them  in  various  lines 
of  work.  But  its  chief  labor  will  still  be  devoted 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  great  relief  work  which 
is  being  carried  on  in  twenty  centers  in  Turkey,  and 
on  which  the  lives  of  fifty  thousand  people  are  de- 
pendent from  day  to  day." 


Not  many  years  ago  we  looked  upon  Africa  as 
the  "  Dark  Continent,"  but  conditions  are  rapidly 
changing.  The  light  is  advancing  and  the  dark- 
ness receding,  and  it  will  not  be  many  years  until 
it  will  be  almost  as  well  known  to  the  reading  pub- 
lic as  was  North  America  twenty  years  ago.  The 
civilized  man  is  approaching  the  interior  from  every 
part  of  the  compass,  railroads  are  being  construct- 
ed, and  the  next  generation  will  doubtless  be  per- 
mitted to  travel  on  the  very  best  equipped  lines 
from  one  end  of  the  great  continent  to  the  other, 
and  also  across  it  at  many  points.  The  missionar- 
ies are  also  doing  their  work,  but  there  are  not 
enough  of  them.  There  are  probably  openings,  at 
this  time,  for  more  than  one  thousand  workers. 


The  amount  of  pension  money  paid  out  by  this 
Government,  from  year  to  year,  is  enormous.  It 
shows  that  our  country  is  disposed  to  provide  well 
for  the  men  who  struggled  to  maintain  the  Union, 
and,  from  a  worldly  standpoint,  it  is  to  be  commend- 
ed. No  other  country  In  the  world  is  doing  so 
much  for  her  disbanded  and  disabled  soldiers.  Ev- 
ery three  months  each  man  gets  his  allowance,  and 
many  a  poor  man  and  his  wife  are  made  happy 
thereby,  because  it  is  their  only  income.  Probably 
a  number  who  receive  pensions  do  not  deserve 
them,  and  not  a  few  make  a  very  unwise  use  of 
their  money.  This  may  not  be  the  Government's 
fault,  but  the  fault  of  the  men  who  are  thus  fav- 
ored. But  this  abuse  of  favors  we  often  find 
among  Christian  people.  They  enlist  in  the  army 
of  Jesus,  do  valiant  service  for  the  time,  and  then 
misapply  the  grace  of  God.  Instead  of  making  a 
wise  use  of  what  is  bestowed  upon  them  from  time 
to  time,  they  waste  their  time  and  means  in  sin,  and 
though  pretended  soldiers  of  the  cross,  they  will 
one  day  face  the  judgment,  only  to  be  condemned 
and  put  to  open  shame. 


Concerning  the  pensions  further,  it  is  said,  that 
during  the  past  year  there  were  added  to  the  list  of 
pensioners  44,247  names,  and  dropped  from  death 
and  other  causes,  44,093.  The  report  says  that  the 
net  gain  over  the  previous  year  was  only  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four,  and  it  may  now  be  safely  as- 
sumed that  the  roll  from  this  time  forth  will  show 
a  marked  and  steady  diminution,  unless  Congress 
should  enact  still  more  liberal  provisions  than  are 
now  upon  the  statute  books.  The  rate  of  mortality 
among  our  pensioners,  particularly  among  those 
who  served  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  is  rap- 
idly increasing,  the  number  reported  deceased  dur- 
ing the  year  far  exceeding  that  of  any  correspond- 
ing period  in  the  history  of  the  bureau.  The  whole 
number  of  pensioners  on  the  roll  June  30,  1896,  was 
970,678.  While  there  was  a  slight  gain  in  number, 
the  amount  disbursed  for  pensions  was  $138,214,761, 
a  decrease  of  Si, 592,575,  compared  with  the  previ- 
ous year.  While  the  world  is  to  be  commended 
for  providing  for  her  disabled  soldiers,  what  must 
be  said  of  the  church  that  requires  her  ministers  to 
spend  a  whole  life  preaching  the  Gospel,  wholly  at 
their  own  expense,  and  then,  when  they  are  worn 


out,  and  have  spent  all  their  earthly  possessions, 
makes  no  provisions  whatever  for  them  in  old  age! 
Brethren,  can  we  not  arrange  to  take  proper  care  of 
the  men  who  have  to  do  so  much  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  the  people?  Such  men  should  be 
permitted  to  spend  their  last  days  where  they  can 
enjoy  some  of  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  life! 


According  to  the  American  Newspaper  Direc- 
tory we  have  at  the  present  time  14,614  weekly  pa- 
pers, 2,723  monthlies,  and  2,205  dailies,  Of  these 
New  York  sends  out  the  largest  number;  namely, 
1,930.  From  Illinois  come  1,571,  from  Pennsylva- 
nia 1,422,  from  Ohio  1,144,  from  Iowa  1,034,  and 
from  other  States  in  smaller  numbers  down  to 
Alaska,  which  has  four.  What  a  power  for  good 
these  papers  would  be  if  they  would  advocate  true 
Christianity  with  the  same  zeal  and  ability  that  are 
bestowed  upon  politics! 


The  Salvation  Army  is  doing  one  commendable 
deed  that  might  well  be  imitated  by  other  religious 
bodies.  It  is  reported  that  it  is  bringing  to  this 
country  one  hundred  and  fifty  suffering  Armenians 
that  have  been  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death. 
They  are  to  land  in  New  York,  and  from  there  will 
be  distributed,  as  far  as  possible,  in  small  numbers, 
among  friendly  people,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
provided  for,  and  helped  to  a  way  of  making  their 
own  living.  And  while  this  is  going  on,  the  East- 
ern question  is  still  being  agitated,  and  it  is  even 
affirmed  by  some  who  think  they  know,  that  Eng- 
land and  Russia  have  reached  an  agreement  that 
will  doubtless  be  sanctioned  by  the  other  powers. 
What  this  agreement  is  no  one  pretends  to  state. 
It  is  also  affirmed  that  the  Czar's  visit  in  Europe 
was  not  without  a  purpose  in  this  respect,  and  then, 
ere  long,  we  may  look  for  some  decided  action. 
Similar  announcements  have  been  made  so  often 
that  the  reading  public  takes  little  stock  in  such  re- 
ports. One  thing  is  certain,  the  sufferings  among 
the  Armenians  still  go  on,  and  the  Sultan  encourages 
the  killing  of  the  innocent,  just  because  they  do  not 
accept  the  Koran,  Unless  the  difficulty  comes  to 
an  end  soon  there  will  not  be  many  Armenians  left. 


A  writer  in  the  Scientific  American  tells  of  some 
unique  burial  customs  in  parts  of  Mexico.  In  some 
sections  the  cemetery  or  pantheon  is  inclosed  with 
a  great  wall,  which  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a 
huge  vault,  persons  being  buried  in  its  sides.  This 
wall  is  partitioned  or  compartmented  off  for  that 
purpose.  The  graves  or  cells  are  about  two  feet 
wide,  two  feet  high  and  six  feet  long,  and  are  leased 
or  sold  outright  to  any  who  may  have  use  for  them. 
For  $25  you  can  rent  a  niche  in  the  wall  for 
five  years,  after  which  you  must  vacate  for  another 
tenant.  Your  bones  are  then  thrown  into  a  charnel 
house,  in  a  heap,  with  a  lot  of  other  old  bones,  un- 
less you  should  have  become  mummified  in  the 
meanwhile,  in  which  case  you  are  labeled  and 
stood  up  against  the  wall,  more  out  of  respect  for 
your  staying  qualities  than  any  deference  to  your 
person.  There  your  friends  and  relatives  can  come 
and  visit  you.  If  they  had  any  inclination  to  re- 
move you,  they  could  easily  do  it,  as  you  will  be 
found  to  weigh  not  over  five  pounds.  However, 
for  an  extra  S25  you  can  get  another  five  years' 
lease  on  your  grave,  and  for  Sioo  down  you  can  get 
a  guarantee  that  your  bones  will  never  be  touched. 
Cells  of  this  kind,  in  rock-hewn  sepulchres,  were 
common  in  Bible  times,  and  it  was,  probably,  into 
one  of  these  cells,  in  Joseph's  new  tomb,  that  the 
body  of  Jesus  was  placed,  and  from  which  it  came 
alive  on  the  third  day. 
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THY  WILL  BE  DONE. 


r  not;  all  our  way 


We  take,  with  solemn  thankfulness, 
Our  burden  up,  nor  ask  it  less; 
And  count  it  joy  that  even  we 
May  suffer,  serve,  or  wait  for  thee, 

Whose  will  be  done! 

1  Though  dim,  as  yet,  in  tint  and  line, 

We  trace  thy  picture's  wise  design; 

And  thank  thee  that  our  age  supplies 

Its  dark  relief  of  sacrifice. 

Thy  will  be  done. 
Strike,  thou  the  Master;  we  thy  keys, 
The  anthem  of  the  destinies! 
The  minor  of  thy  loftier  strain, 
Our  hearts  shall  breathe  the  old  refrain 

Thy  will  be  done! 

MORE  ABOUT  THE  STUND1STS. 


In  a  recent  article  on  the  Stundists,  published  in 
the  Gospel  Messenger  of  August  22  (No.  34),  I 
endeavored  to  initiate  the  reader  to  the  ways, 
s  of  these  poor,  persecuted  peo- 
1  this  article,  is  to  dwell  upon 
the  manner  those  martyrs  of  the  truth  worship,  and 
the  persecutions  to  which  they  have  been,  for  years, 
so  cruelly  subjected  by  the  Russian  authorities. 

The  organization  of  the  church  and  the  divine 
services  of  the  Stundists  have  great  similarity  to 
those  of  our  Brotherhood.  Their  presbyters,  or 
elders,  are  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  church,  and 
are  generally  men  of  age  and  experience.  Their 
chief  functions  are  those  of  conducting  public  wor- 
sh  p  in  the  house  of  God,  as  well  as  marriages  and 
funerals.  No  oratorical  talent,  no  profound  theo- 
logical lore  is  expected  from  them,  but  only  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 


usages  and  custor 
pie.     My  object, 


ability  to  expound  th 
several  congregations, 
trict,  under  his  supervisior 
sisted  by  deacons  who  ar 
zeal,  and  upon  whose  firr 
congregations  can  depend 
charge  of  the  Sunday 


measures  concerning  the  forced  baptism  of  their 
children  in  the  Orthodox  church,  if  he  condemns 
these  "  heretics  "  to  deportation  in  the  Trans-Cauca- 
sian provinces,  it  is  simply  because  he  sees  in  their 
conduct  some  danger  concerning  that  state  church 
which  alone  can  consolidate  his  throne,  because 
"  orthodox,"  "  one  "  and  "  indivisible!  " 

It  is  impossible  to  Protestant  hearts,  now  enjoy- 
ing liberty  of  conscience  everywhere,  not  to  be 
moved  at  the  barbarous  and  inhuman  treatment 
that  has  been  and  is  inflicted  upon  this  innocent 
people  whose  only  crime  is  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  their  conscience,  to  search  and  proclaim  the 
Divine  Word  and  to  worship  God  according  to  the 
light  given  them  by  God. 

The  persecution  against  the  Stundists,  at  the 
close  of  this  nineteenth   century,   of  so-called   en- 


lightenment, has 
their  Bibles  and  re 
to  meet  for  religio 
leave  their  villages 
suDervision  of  thei 


has  one  or 
d  very  often  a  whole  dis- 
.ion.  He  is  generally  as- 
are  younger  men,  full  of 
firmness  of  character  the 
These  deacons  have 
,  conduct  the  meet- 
_  the  absence  of  the  elders,  and  keep  the 
egistrations  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths.  Eld- 
ers and  deacons  do  not  form  a  separate  ordei 
ibove  the  rest  of  the  laity,  but  work  like  them  anc 
receive  no  salary. 

The  Stundists  worship  in  private  houses,  and  ir 
rooms  scrupulously  clean  for  that  purpose.  Th( 
reading  and  explanation  of  the  New  Testament  oc- 
cupy the  most  important  part  of  their  public  wor- 
ship; and  yet  singing  is,  by  no  means,  neglected. 
They  pray  kneeling  and  very  fervently  for  the  Em- 
peror! The  women  are  not  allowed  to  expound 
the  Scriptures;  they  can  only  pray  according  to  the 
injunction  of  the  apostle  Paul.  They  always  close 
their  service  with  the  Lord's  Prayer.  The  commun- 
ion only  differs  from  ours  in  that  it  is  celebrated 
as  do  all  the  Protestant  churches.  Marriages  are 
blessed  by  the  elders,  but  are  not  recognized  by  the 
State  as  being  legal, — the  only  legal  weddings  in 
Russia  being  those  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
"  Orthodox "  church  and  blessed  by  "Orthodox" 
priests! 

But  let  us  now  dwell  upon  some  of  the  persecu- 
tions that  have  been  directed  against  those  inno- 
cent people  since  1886.  The  reports  of  the  Holy 
Synod, — official  but  not  truthful, — have  represent- 
ed the  Stundists  sometimes  as  an  unprincipled  set 
of  people;  at  other  times  as  dangerous  heretics! 
Their  crime,  like  that  of  the  Huguenots  in  the  days 
of  Louis  XIV,  has  been  that  they  refused  to  pro- 
fess the  religion  of  the  State.  And  if  the  Czar  has 
endeavored  to  arrest  their  progress  as  a  Christian 
and  Evangelical  communion,  and  used  such  severe 


consisted  in  the  confiscation  of 
ligious  books,  in  the  interdiction 
us  purposes,  in  the  prohibition  to 
;,  in  the  strict  and  most  severe 
r  elders  by  the  State  police  and 
detectives.  With  these  restrictions  resting  upon 
them,  they  have,  however,  met  wherever  they 
could,— in  caves,  barns,  stables,  mills,  forests,  and 
wildernesses,  to  pray  and  read  the  Word  of  God. 
Soon  their  number  increased  and  deportation  also 
began,  but  in  a  more  severe  manner.  Misrepresent- 
ed by  the  Greek  clergy,  abused  and  calumniated 
by  those  who  call  themselves  the  "  servants  of 
Christ"  and  "the  priests  of  the  living  God,"  they 
have  been  chained  to  the  worst  of  criminals  and 
dressed  like  them  in  the  garb  of  convicts,  their 
heads  shaved,  piled  up  at  night  in  filthy  lodgings, 
ha'f  staived.  Marching  all  day  long  under  the 
"  knout  "  of  their  tyrannical  guides,  many  of  them 
have  found  their  way  to  the  mines  of  that  cold 
region,  "  from  whose  bourn  no  man  ever  returns." 

In  1888  their  extermination  was  decided  upon; 
their  marriages  were  annulled,  their  children  ex- 
pelled from  the  public  schools,  they  themselves 
forbidden  to  purchase  or  own  property,  and,  worse 
than  all  that,  they  have  been  forbidden  the  public 
services  of  the  church  at  their  burial.  Oft  have 
their  windows  been  broken,  their  houses  searched, 
their  books  confiscated,  their  wives  insulted,  their 
.children  taken  from  them,  and  they  themselves 
beaten,  tortured  and  mutilated. 

These   are,    feebly   portrayed,    the   infamies   and 
atrocities  that  the  poor  Stundists  have  been  sub- 
ject to,  and  in  which  they  have  shown  themselves 
strong,  manly,  bold,  heroic.     But  "Post  tenehras  lux," 
— after  darkness  light!     Sooner  or   later  judgment 
2  prevail!     There    is   some- 
er  than  the  politics  of  an 
corrupt  church.     There  is 
'  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,"  who 
will  make  "  all  things  right." 

We  were  greatly  pleased  at  hearing  of  the  step 
taken  by  our  church  to  appeal  to  the  King,  of 
Sweden  to  grant  liberty  of  conscience  to  those  of 
our  Fraternity  who,  in  that  enlightened  kingdom, 
are  his  most  faithful  subjects.  We  trust  that  a  such- 
like petition  will  be  addressed,  at  our  next  Confer- 
ence, to  the  Czar  of  all  the  Russias,  that  liberty  of 
conscience  be  granted  to  those  poor  Stundists, 
who,  in  all  their  petitions,  pray  "  earnestly  "  for 
the  Emperor,  and  who,  with  us,  a  "peculiar  peo- 
ple "  in  free  America,  have  so  many  points  of  simi- 
larity, a  desire  to  return  to  the  church  ot  primitive 
Christianity,  and  to  the  faith  and  practice  of  the 
early  Christians. 


must  come,  and  justic 
thing  greater  and  higl 
empire,  or  the  dicta  of  -, 
a  God  w 


latter  place  he  has  resided  twelve  years,  making  nis 
residence  in  Iowa,  up  to  this  date,  about  fifty.lw 
years. 

In  1840  there  was  organized  in  Liberty  township 
Jefferson  County,  a  Brethren  church.  The  organ' 
izers   of  said   church  were  Bro.    George  Wolf  o( 


Ouincy,  111.,  Levi  Roberts  and  son,  of  P, 


The 


ennsylva. 


orga 


ed    at    Bro.     David     pebl. 


Ms 


house,  in  said  above-named  County. 

The  members  of  said  church,  in  the  year  1841 
were  as  follows:  Michael  Pebler  and  family,  father's 
family,  David  Pebler,  and  some  others. 

In  1844  quite  a  number  were  added  to  the  church, 
from    Pennsylvania.     Among  them  were  brethren 

Samuel  Brown,  Jacob  Brown,  George  Brown, 

Holsinger,   Goughenour  and    family.    Bro 

Peter  Lutz,  a  minister,  came  to  us  from  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  and  Bro.  John  Garber,  also  a  minister  in  the 
second  degree,  from  the  same  place.  Bro.  Philip 
Albaugh  and  wife,  who  were  baptized  here,  were 
also  formerly  from  Pennsylvania,  and  still  live  in 
Jefferson  County,  Iowa. 

Brethren  Garber  and  Lutz  were  placed  in  charge 
of  the  church  up  to  the  time  of  their  death,  which 
occurred  about  fourteen  years  ago.  Then  followed 
Bro.  Daniel  Zook,  of  Appanoose  County,  Iowa, 
who  continued  about  thirteen  years.  Then  fol- 
lowed Bro.  Abraham  Wolf,  who  has  charge  of  the 
church  up  to  the  present  time.  Bro.  John  Filmore 
came  to  us  in  i86t,  and  preached  for  us  for  five 
years.  In  1865  he  left  for  Missouri,  but  returned 
to  us  in  1885,  and  had  charge  of  the  church  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  about  1891, 
Since  the  latter  date  Abraham  Wolf  has  charge. 

In  1843  'he  first  church  was  built  in  Jefferson 
County,  on  Bro.  John  Brown's  farm,  near  Liberty, 
ville,  three  and  one-half  miles  northwest.  In  180.1 
there  was  built  on  my  farm  a  church,  in  Jefferson 
County,  Liberty  township,  three  miles  northwest  of 
Birmingham,  in  which  church  there  are  services  ev- 
ery Sunday  and  Sunday  school  during  the  summer 
months.  Social  and  prayer  meetings  are  held* --•*-. 
ery  Thursday  evening.  ^  V    * 

I  was  baptized  in  1861,  and  my  wife,  KatYieflJiK 
in  1859.  I  was  elected  deacon  in  August,  186,!,  Ond 
retired,  on  account  of  age  and  infirmity,  in  1893. 
The  extent  of  our  church  is  as  follows:  Jefferson 
County,  Davis  County,  Van  Buren  County,  Wapel- 
lo County.  The  membership  is  now  about  one- 
hundred  and  forty  members  in  good  standing. 

PREACHING  TO  THE  OUTCAST. 

BY  C.  H.  BALSBAUGH. 

Beloved  Brethren  in  Christ: — 

Your  zeal  for  Christ,  and  your  work  for  his 
glory,  is  only  the  natural  outcome  of  genuine 
Christianity.  The  mission  of  the  church  is  sou- 
saving,  not  creed-making.  We  are  Christ's  wit- 
nesses, not  solely  by  the  doctrine  we  preach,  but  by 
the  life  we  live.  We  must  be  able  to  offer  ourselves 
as  living  advertisements  of  the  power  of  di™"- 
grace,  to  beautify  the  most  repulsive  character,  ano 
straighten  the  crookedest  habits.  The  Christ  we 
recommend  to  others,  we  must  present  in  our  0 

daily  deportment.  .    , 

crimuM" 


INTERESTING  HISTORICAL  SKETCHES  FROM  IOWA. 

BY  JOSEPH  RODABAUGH. 

Bro.  Joseph  Rodabaugh,  Sen.,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  Iowa,  was  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  in  1818.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Adam 
and  Katherine  Rodabaugh,  who  were  baptized  in 
the  Brethren  church  in  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
by  Bro.  Leatherman,  about  1792 

Bro.  Joseph  Rodabaugh  emigrated  to  Iowa  in 
1843,  with  his  family,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  Iowa,  for  about  forty  years,  after 
which   he  moved  to  Birmingham,  Iowa.     At    the 


I  would  sooner  do  your  work  among 
and  outcasts  than  sit  on  the  loftiest  and  mig    > 
throne  on  the  earth.     You  can  go  into  the  dar    ^ 
most  secluded  cell  and  single  out  the  vilest  sou 
all  California,  and  offer  immediate  and  free  s 
tion  through  faith  in  the  crucified,  risen,  e"thr0,e,! 
interceding  Mediator.    We  do  not  yet  half  " 
stand  what  a  glorious  and  perfect  Gospel  we  ^  ^ 
We   carry  with   us  unto  the  new   dispensatio  ^ 
auch   of  the   legal   spirit,  that  the  Christ  0  ^ 
hurch  is  often  a  mere  dwarf  of  the  Christ  0    ^  ^ 
ask  no  man,  and  no  body  of  men,  what  kin  ^  ^ 
5ospel   I   am   to   preach  to  sinners.    GOJJ^  ^ 

psh,  RECONCILING  tile  world  UNTO    HIMSELF  ^ 

DEATH,  is  the  or.ly  Gospel  I  know.  We  mus  ^ 
the  priest  for  sacrifice,  before  we  have  the  1  . 
service.    "  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  Uw  tot  ^  + 

eousness  unto  all  them  that  believe."  R°ffl'  j  fc. 
The  office  of  the  law  is  graphically  Pres^cepted 

Gal.  3:  24.     No  soul  ever  lived  that  was  " 
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u  God  on  the  ground  of  personal  obedience,  save 
..'[he  Man  Christ  Jesus."  He  has  a  surplus  of  rigrtf- 
l0usness  that  will  suffice  to  invert  and  justify  a 
whole  world  full  of  sinners.  This  is  a  Gospel  to 
carry  into  the  slums  and  dens  and  hells  of  crime 
and  infamy,  with  the  assurance  that  it  has  the  in- 
dorsement and  efficiency  of  almighty  grace. 
Those  who  accept  it,  and  experience  its  redeem- 
ing and  renewing  power  in  their  souls,  will  joyfully 
render  obedience  to  its  Author  in  all  that  his  wis- 
dom and  goodness  and  righteousness  requires. 

A  refractory  faith  there  is  none.  To  dispute  the 
Divine  authority,  is  to  reject  the  g'ace  that  makes 
the  authority  a  pleasure  and  a  blessing.  You  can- 
not exaggerate  the  divine  goodness,  and  the  limit- 
less provisions  of  the  cross.  No  matter  what  the 
sins, — how  many  or  how  great, — the  blood  of  Jesus 
covers  and  cancels  them  all.  When  you  go  into 
the  saloons  and  jails  and  houses  of  shame,  enter 
with  all  the  authority  and  hope  and  humility  and 
boldness  of  one  who  has  the  joyful  message  of  Je- 
hovah to  bear  to  those  who  lie  on  the  very  edge  of 
hell,  and  who  carry  the  brand  of  the  devil  on  brow 
and  hand  and  foot,  on  body  and  soul.  In  every 
proclamation  of  grace  you  utter,  let  2  Cor.  4:  5, 
shape  and  modulate  every  look  and  word  and  tone 
and  act.  Christ,  Christ,  CHRIST,— nothing  but 
CHRIST,  in  every  pulse  and  expression  of  life:— 
This  is  the  Gospel,  this  is  ?alvation7  this  is  "joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory."  I  Pet.  I:  8.  O 
what  an  evangel  is  this  to  proclaim  to  a  perishing 
world!  No  wonder  you  glide  in  and  out  of  the 
cells  of  felons  with  all  the  freedom  and  transport  of 
a  heaven-commissioned  ambassador.  Get  all  your 
teaching  fresh  from  the  lips  of  Insp:ration.  Make 
Hcb.  1:  1  the  keynote  of  all  your  ministry,  and 
invoke  the  Holy  Spirit  for  the  fresh  illumination  of 
every  word  and  syllable.  Plead  with  tongue  and 
tears  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  for  they  are  bought 
with  a  priceless  price. 

Umon  Peposit,  Pa. 
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\  WAS  AFRAID. 


BY  F.  C.  MYERS. 
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The  feeling  of  fear  exists  all  over  the  world,  ev- 
en from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  though  not  always 
prompted  by  the  same  spirit,  therefore  it  would  be 
well  to  heed  the  advice  and  warning,  found  in  I 
John  4:  I,  which  says:  "  Beloved,  believe  not  every 
spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whether  they  are  of  God: 
because  many  false  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world."  If  this  advice  and  warning  were  heeded, 
and  were  we  to  act  according  to  the  promptings  of 
the  true  Spirit,  we  would  not  fall  short  so  often  of 
that  which  is  our  duty  and  privilege. 

In  Luke  19:  21  we  have  an  account  of  a  person 
that  was  afraid;  and  a  sad  account  it  is,  too,  for  he 
claimed  to  be  afraid  of  his  lord  because  he  was  an 
austere  man, — severe  in  modes  of  judging  or  acting. 
Had  this  servant  had  the  spirit  of  love  for  his  lord 
that  he  should  have  had,  he  would  have  tried  to  in- 
crease his  lord's  stock  and,  at  his  lord's  return,  he, 
too,  would  have  received  a  blessing,  as  well  as  his 
fellow-servants,  but  it  seems  he  was  afraid  to  do 
that  which  was  his  duty  and  privilege,  and  conse- 
quently he  had  to  suffer  for  it. 

The  experience  of  that  man  was  written  for  our 
admonition,  "upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world 
are  come."  They  are  recorded  the  same  as  those 
things  that  happened  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

The  feeling  of  fear  exists  in  the  world,  yet,  to  my 
mind,  there  is  no  place  where  this  feeling  seems  to 
prevail  more  freely  than  at  the  prayer  meeting,  and 
why  is  it?  Very  seldom  a  child  is  afraid  to  get  up 
M  the  week-day  school  and  read  or  recite  the  lesson, 
even  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  but  how  hard 
■t  is  to  get  children  to  read  at  a  prayer  meeting! 
They  are  not  to  blame  when  we  see  how  the  spirit 
°f  fear  controls  the  older  ones  and  why  is  it?  Is  it 
because  they,  too,  are  afraid  of  their  Lord,  fearing 
that  he  is  an  austere  man? 

>f  it  is  the  spirit  of  fear  that  causes  us  to  with- 
hold our  efforts  to  increase  our  Lord's  stock,  let 
'he  efforts  be  ever  so  weak,  let  us  study  well  I 
John  4:  18,  which  says:  "  There  is  no  fear  in  love; 


cause, 


to   blu 


but  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear:  be 
torment.  He  that  feareth  is  not  n 
love."  Here  the  apostle  would  have  us  to  under- 
stand that  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear,  for  he  that 
feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love. 

It  might  be  well,  then,  for  us  to  measure  our  love 
to  God  by  the  amount  of  the  spirit  of  fear  that  we 
entertain.  If  many  of  us,  when  at  the  prayer  meet- 
ing, were  to  place  in  one  side  of  a  balance  the 
amount  of  fear  we  possess,  and  in  the  other  side 
the  amount  of  love  for  God 
would  be  made  to  blush  will 
many  of  us  would  feel  to  do 
were  we  to  realize  that  we  were  doing  no  more  to 
increase  our  Lord's  stock  than  the  man,  spoken  of 
in  Luke  19:  21,  did,  to  increase  his  lord's  stock. 
Yet,  when  we  attend  these  meetings  and,  through 
fear  or  a  lack  of  love  for  the  Master's  cause,  make 
no  attempt  to  increase  the  Master's  stock,  we  are 
certainly  falling  in  line  with  the  person  referred  to 
above,  because  we  read  that  he  made  no  attempt 
to  increase  his  lord's  stock.  We  learn  in  this  par- 
able that  each  servant  received  just  the  same 
amount  from  his  lord,  so  every  one  that  enlists  in 
the  service  of  our  Lord  receives  of  him  his  Spirit, 
which  is  not  the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  and  of 
love,  and  of  a  sound  mind,  2  Tim.  1 :  7,  which  spir- 
it is  not  to  be  smothered  by  wrapping  it  up  in  a 
napkin,  but  to  be  kept  in  circulation,  as  the  wise 
servant  did,  who,  with  one  pound,  gained  ten 
pounds  more. 

To  keep  a  piece  of  money  laid  away  for  a  keep- 
sake, we  all  know  will  do  no  one  any  good.  So  it 
is  with  the  spirit  which  God  has  given  us.  Then 
let  us  labor  to  improve  the  time  while  our  Lord  is 
rdom  and  prepare  a  place  for 
by  testifying  to  the  goodness 
s,  or  by  speaking  of  the  temp- 
lave  met  during  the  past  week  and 
have  come  out  conquerors  through  him  that  loved 
us.  Rom.  8:  37.  This  will  not  only  strengthen  us, 
but  there  may  be  those  present  who  are  struggling 
with  trials  and  temptations,  and  who, — when  they 
hear  your  voice  testifying  to  the  victories  that  you 
have  gained  through  prayer  and  trusting  in  Jesus 
and  calling  to  them  to  struggle  on  and  press  for- 
ward to  the  mark  of  perfection  in  Christ  Jesus, — 
may  be  encouraged.  This  will  bring  strength  for 
the  coming  week,  and  may  prove  to  be  the  last 
week  of  their  pilgrimage  here  on  earth. 

Suppose  there  were  a  very  rich  man  living  a  hun- 

t  were  a  fact  that  on  every 

me  to  him  he  bestowed  great  gifts.     A 

start  to  go  to  this  man,  but,  in  order  to 

ye  have  to  cross  a  very  high  range  of 
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of  the  party  begin  to  grow  weary  and  to  faint  by 
the  way.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  rest  of  the  par- 
ty would  be  afraid  to  use  all  the  means  in  their 
power  to  encourage  the  weak  one  to  struggle  on 
and  press  forward?  Would  those  that  are  ahead  be 
afraid  to  call  out  to  those  in  the  rear,  encouraging 
them  to  continue  the  journey, — speaking  to  them 
of  the  things  that  await  them  over  there?  Certain- 
ly we  would  not  be  afraid  to  do  this. 

Now,  we  have  all  started  out  for  that  heavenly 
Canaan,  and  there  are  valleys  to  cross,  hills  and 
mountains  to  be  ascended,  and  many  are  growing 
weak  with  the  journey,  but  if  they  could  hear  the 
voice  of  those  that  are  ahead,  perhaps  viewing  the 
landscape,  and  telling  of  the  glories  that  are  rising 
to  their  sight,  they  would  thank  God  and  take 
courage,  pressing  forward  with  songs  of  triumph. 

Then  let  us,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  labor  for 
that  perfect  love  which  casteth  out  fear,  bearing  in 
mind  that  he  that  feareth,  is  not  made  perfect  in 
love. 

Covina,  Cal. 

HOW  SHOULD  WE  TREAT  MINISTERS  ? 

BY   NANCY   D.   UNDERHILL. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  we  are  talking  to  the  laity, 
so  you,' that  do  not  belong  to  our  class,  will  please 
just  take  a  back-seat,  and  give  our  audience  an  op- 
portunity to  hear  what  we  have  to  say. 


1.  Let  us  have  an  understanding  as  to  what  min- 
sters are.  According  to  the  true  sense,  they  are 
servants,  helpers,  ambassadors,  Christ  was  a  minis- 
ter (Heb.  8:  2)  sent  from  God  to  negotiate  with  us 
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in  regard  to  our  redemption, 
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us  from  the  Most  High. 

They  are  servants.  The  position  which  they  occu- 
py, is  most  lowly, — "  servants  of  all'' 

How  do  we  treat  servants?  We  give  them  plenty 
to  eat;  they  partake  of  the  same  food  that  we  con- 
sume. We  afford  them  a  shelter,  such  as  we  our- 
selves enjoy.  We  supply  all  their  temporal  needs. 
Our  men-servants  receive  a  salary  sufficient  to  sup- 
port a  family,  if  they  have  one.  If  they  have  not, 
their  salary  is  just  the  same;  and  they  can  either 
save  a  portion  to  provide  a  home  and  the  comforts 
of  life  for  a  family  in  the  future,  or  use  their  earn- 
ings for  some  other  purpose. 

Do  we  consider  those  who  minister  to  our  spirit- 
ual needs  of  less  importance  than  those  who  labor 
to  supply  our  temporal  wants?  The  ministering 
servant  who  must  watch  and  labor  for  the  welfare 
and  salvation  of  many  souls,  who  must  constantly 
study,  in  order  to  supply  our  minds  with  pure 
thoughts,  first  supplying  his  own  mind  with  a  store 
of  useful  knowledge  to  be  used  for  our  benefit, 
needs  food  and  clothing  and  shelter  for  himself  and 
his  family,  just  the  same  as  those  who  follow  the 
plow,  or  carry  a  hod,  or  cook  palatable  food  for  us. 
It  costs  just  as  much  to  obtain  those  things  for  the 
preacher  as  it  does  for  the  school  teacher.  Who 
would  think  of  asking  a  man  to  teach  the  common 
sciences  to  our  children  tor  nothing?  We  expect  to 
pay  our  teachers  from  S25  to  S125  per  monlh,  yet  it 
seems  that  many  expect  a  man  to  devote  his  time  to 
our  religious  instruction  for  nothing.  Then,  it  he  is 
age,  dresses  shabbily,  and 
abundance  of  useful  infor- 
forth    eloquently    to    the 
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to  purchase  books,  and  periodicals,  attend 
nd  colleges,  and  wear  good  clothes,  with- 
leans  to  do  these  things!  As  though  we 
fe  to  take  in  washing  to  support  her- 
self and  her  family,  while  we  sit  back  in  our  easy 
chair  and  tell  Bridget  what  to  do,  or,  at  most,  only 
do  our  own  family  work.  We  don't  want  our  min- 
isters to  become  hirelings.     No,  we  don  t.     But  we  do 
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dressing  a  cultured  audience.  (Has  any  one  ever 
considered  that  the  Lord  chose  a  learned  and  elo- 
quent Roman,  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  the  learned 
Greeks?) 

We  do  want  our  ministers  to  have  as  good  an  ed- 
ucation as  our  own  children,  whom  they  are  ex- 
pected to  instruct.  We  do  want  them  to  keep  post- 
ed on  the  affairs  of  the  day,  that  they  may  not 
appear  ignorant  before  the  world.  We  do  want 
them  to  have  time  to  visit  the  members,  to  encour- 
age the  weak  and  win  back  those  who  have  gone 
astray.  We  do  want  them  to  have  time  and  ability 
to  be  sociable  and  pleasant  with  the  lost  souls  all 
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season  and  weather  or  climate. 

While  we  need  not  encourage  our  ministers  to  de- 
mand a  stipulated  salary,  thus  making  them  hire- 
lings, there  would  be  no  harm  in  promising  to  sup- 
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port,   or   help   support   them;  and    invariably  keep- 
ing the  promise. 

In  a  country  church  a  minister  may  devote  part 
of  his  time  to  tilling  the  soil,  or  doing  other  work; 
especially  where  there  are  several  ministers;  but 
a  minister  who  is  expected  to  do  city  work,  needs 
to  devote  all  his  time  to  study,  and  Gospel  work. 
Therefore,  those  who  have  charge  of  city  congrega- 
tions should  be  wholly  supported;  while  thousands 
of  young  men  (consecrated  Christians)  ought  to  be 
educated  for  city  work  immediately.  One  who  is 
properly  fitted  for  city  work,  can  do  effectual  work 
in  either  city  or  country:  but  those  who  are  not  so 
fitted,  cannot  do  as  effectual  work  in  the  city.  It 
would  be  well  if  consecrated  young  '  brethren  could 
be  encouraged  to  study  and  fit  themselves  for  min- 
isterial work,  so  that  they  could  labor  effectually 
anyplace.  Where  there  are  young  men  in  the  con- 
gregation who  seem  to  have  such  natural  ability  as 
would  be  useful  in  the  ministry,  they  ought  to  be 
supplied  with  plenty  of  good,  wholesome  literature, 
—  good  books, — and  encouraged  to  fit  themselves 
for  the  Lord's  work.  If  they  reach  a  plane  of  fit- 
ness, there  will  be  work  for  them  to  do.  It  may 
not  be  in  the  home  congregation  always,  but  God 
needs  many  laborers  in  His  harvest,  and  places  can 
be  found  for  all. 

Those  who  are  already  engaged  in  the  work,  can 
be  helped  in  many  ways.  One  way  is,  for  the  farm- 
er, who  grows  his  grain  and  has  it  ground,  to  drive 
past  his  minister's  home,  when  returning  from  the 
mill,  and  lighten  his  load  about  one-tenth,  or  if  the 
congregation  is  in  the  city,  a  person  can  easily  or- 
der a  sack  of  flour  or  sugar,  or  other  household 
commodity,  sent  round  to  the  preacher's  residence, 
without  any  one  knowing  who  paid  the  bill  except 
the  merchant.  This  is  a  beautiful  way  to  keep  the 
left  hand  from  knowing  what  the  right  hand  do- 
eth. 

When  one  is  dressing  poultry  for  Sunday's  din- 
ner, if  the  preacher's  wife  don't  keep  poultry,  it 
would  never  be  missed,  to  dress  one  more  fowl  and 
send  it,  ready  for  use,  to  the  pastor's  kitchen.  If 
they  live  where  they  can  keep  poultry  (as  most 
of  them  do)  and  are  just  starting  in  a  new  place, 
what  farmer's  wife  would  miss  the  time  to  raise 
a  brood  of  young  fowls  for  the  preacher's  wife!  (If 
they  have  plenty,  sell  the  fowls  and  give  the  money 
to  the  mission  work.)  If  they  are  not  blessed  with 
a  garden,  our  gardens  should  supply  their  needs 
in  that  line.  Our  orchards,  also,  may  give  them 
something  in  the  way  of  fruit.  If  they  do  not  keep 
cows,  we  that  do,  can  send  a  pound  of  butter  occa- 
sionally for  them,  and  send  over  a  pail  of  new  milk 
besides. 

When  we  buy  a  bolt  of  gingham  or  muslin,  or 
flannel,  let  us  remember  our  pastor's  children. 
Thread  is  five  cents  a  spool,  or  six  for  a  quarter. 
Get  a  quarter's  worth  at  a  time,  and  enclose  the  ex- 
tra spool  with  a  dress-pattern  for  one  of  the  chil- 
dren. By  visiting  our  brethren  in  their  homes  oc- 
casionally, we  can  usually  ascertain  what  things 
would  be  most  acceptable.  Then,  when  Christmas 
or  birthdays  (or  other  suitable  occasions)  ap- 
proach, you  might  donate  a  long-desired  book,  a 
year's  subscription  to  our  church  paper,  a  new  over- 
coat, or  suit  of  clothes,  a  new  carpet  or  any  other 
piece  of  furniture,  a  quilt  which  the  sisters  have 
made,  a  bonnet,  or  cap,  or  dress,  or  apron,  a  nice 
set  of  towels,  etc.  All  these  things  are  useful. 
Moreover,  a  plain  yellow  envelope,  containing  a 
one,  five  or  ten  dollar  bill,  or  a  coin  of  value,  is 
sometimes  quite  helpful.  Let  us  try  to  treat  our 
spiritual  servants  just  as  well  as  we  treat  those  who 
do  our  physical  labor. 

While  our  pastor's  position  is  a  most  lowly  and 
humble  one,  it  is  also  an  exalted  one.  Let  us  re- 
member that  the  Lord's  mouthpiece  represents 
Him  who  is  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings  to 
mankind.  He  is  an  embassador  of  the  Most  High. 
Should  we  slight  so  high  an  official,  allowing  him  to 
go  hungry,  or  cold,  or  shabby?  Nay,  but  let  us 
apply  the  golden  rule  to  our  dealings  with  these 
dear  humble  servants  of  God,  and  help  them  in  ev- 
ery way  that  we  can,  rejoicing  that  we  are  account- 


ed worthy  to  do  these  things  for  the  sake  of  our  dear 
Redeemer,  who  even  died  for  us.    See  Matt.   10;  40 
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SANCTIFICATION. 


BY  A.    HUTCHISON. 

In  Two  Parts Part  One. 

1.  This  term  seems  to  imply  to  make  clean,  or 
fit  for  use.  Jesus,  in  his  address  to  the  Father,  con- 
cerning the  apostles,  says,  "  Sanctify  them  through 
thy  truth:  thy  word  is  truth."  John  17:  17.  This 
desirable  condition  of  things  with,  and  in  them, 
could  not  be  attained  to  by  hearing  the  truth  only, 
for  James  says,  "  But  be  ye  doers  of  the  Word,  and 
not  hearers  only,  deceiving  your  ownselves."  Jas. 
2:  22. 

Again,  we  notice  what  Paul  says,  "  Be  not  de- 
ceived: neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adult- 
erers, nor  effeminate,  nor  abuses  of  themselves  with 
mankind,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards, 
nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners,  shall  inherit  the  king- 
dom of  God.  And  such  were  some  of  you:  but  ye 
are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye  are  jus- 
tified in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God."     1  Cor.  6:  9-11, 

Here  we  are  informed  what  class  cannot  inherit 
the  kingdom  of  God.  yet  we  see  that  such  per- 
sons may  be  sanctified  by  being  washed  first. 
Washed,  sanctified,  justified!  Hence  we  begin  to 
look  for  the  method  by  which  this  very  desirable 
condition  may  be  attained  unto. 

David  says,  "  Cleanse  thou  me  from  secret  faults." 
Psa.  19:  12.  Here  we  might  inquire,  How  can  we  be 
cleansed?  Isaiah  says,  "Wash  you,  make  you 
clean."  Isa.  1:  16.  We  here  turn  to  Rev.  7:  13,  14, 
which  says,  "And  one  of  the  elders  answered, 
saying  unto  me,  What  are  these  which  are  arrayed 
in  white  robes?  And  whence  came  they?  And  I 
said  unto  him,  Sir,  thou  knowest.  And  he  said  to 
me,  These  are  they  which  came  out  of  great  tribula- 
tion, and  have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 

This  would  seem  to  say,  that  we  cannot  be  made 
clean,  and  meet  for  the  Master's  use,  without  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  following  comes  in  along 
this  line,  for  we  must  use  that  which  the  Sacred 
Word  sets  apart  for  us.  Eph.  5:  25  26  says:  "  Hus- 
bands, love  your  wives,  even  as  Christ  also  loved  the 
church,  and  gave  himself  for  it;  that  he  might  sanc- 
tify and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing  of  water  by  the 
Word." 

Then  it  appears  that  the  washing  must  be  done 
by  the  authority  of  the  Word.  So  we  will  further 
investigate,  that  we  may  learn  all  that  enters  into 
the  make-up  of  this  case, 

2.  We  will  notice  the  component  parts  of  this 
washing.  According  to  Rom.  10:  10  we  need  more 
than  water,  for  we  read,  "  For  with  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation."  Here  it  ap- 
pears that  both  faith  and  confession  are  necessary 
to  salvation.  But  will  faith  and  confession  fill  the 
requirements?  It  seems  not,  because  these  only 
bring  us  unto,  and  not  into,  therefore  we  need  to  go 
farther,  so  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the  efficacy 
of  Christ's  blood,  which  we  cannot  do  outside  of 
Christ. 

Paul  here  comes  to  our  assistance,  and  gives  us 
an  idea  as  to  how  we  shall  proceed.  He  says, 
"  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ."  Gal.  3:  27.  This  re- 
fers to  such  as  had  attained  to  this  very  desirable 
condition,  and  what  was  true  of  them,  may  be  true 
of  all  who  will  follow  the  same  rule,  and  as  it  is  use- 
less for  us  to  talk  about  being  "  sanctified,"  out- 
side of  Christ,  I  will  here  introduce  the  additional 
proof  from  I  John  5:  11,  which  says,  "  And  this  is 
the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us,  eternal  life, 
and  this  life  is  in  his  Son."     No  salvation  outside. 

It  occurs  to  me  that  some  people  make  a  serious 
mistake,  when  they  claim  that  they  have  reached  a 
plane  along  the  line  of  sanctification,  where  they 
cannot  sin.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  no  truly  Christ- 
ed  person  has  any  desire  to  sin.  Yet  the  germ 
of  a  depraved  nature  is  in  each  one  still.    They 


may,  and  can,  by  the  Lord's  help  keep  their  hj^ 
under,  and  bring  them  into  subjection,— bt  s 
those  persons  who  are  (like  Paul)  laboring  " 
tain  to,  and  maintain  such  a  degree  of  the  Ch  ■ 
life,  should  cease  to  be  on  their  guard,  the  old 
of  sin  will  come  out,  and  assert  his  claims  Th" 
apostle  says,  "  If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin  ' 
deceive  ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us"  ' 
John  1:8.  '     ' 

This  looks  very  much  as  though  we  were  vent 
ing  upon  questionable  ground,  yet  we  still  hear  n 
sons  say  they  have  no  sin,  now,— and  have  not  sinned 
for  so  many  years. 

True,  when  we  follow  Jesus  into  the  next  vers 
he  says,  "  If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and 
just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  inm 
all  unrighteousness."  This  can  all  be  our  condi- 
tion  to-day,  but  it  does  not  follow,  as  a  conse- 
quence,  that,  if  we  have  been  cleansed  from  all  our 
unrighteousness  at  the  present,  we  will  never 
come  in  contact  with  temptation  again.  And  as 
we  still  pursue  the  apostle's  language,  we  come  to 
a  startling  statement,  and  especially  so  to  those 
who  say  they  have  not  sinned  for  so  many  months 
or  years.  It  says,  "  If  we  say  that  we  have  not 
sinned,  we  make  him  a  liar,  and  his  Word  is  not  in 
us." 

Here  I  am  puzzled,  not  as  to  sanctification,  but 
with  those  'who  claim  to  be  sanctified.    How  c 
they  set  up  such  a  high  standard  of  the  Christian 
life,  and  yet  call  God  a  liar? 


THE  MONEY  QUESTION. 


BY  A.   W.    VANIMAN. 


There  has  probably  not  been  a  more  exciti 
and  important  political  campaign  for  years  than  the 
present.  The  great  question  at  issue  is  the  money 
question.  Nothing  can  be  found  which  will 
tensely  interest  the  masses  as  that  which 
their  financial  interests.  Why  is  there  such 
tense  interest  at  present? 

First,  because  times  are  hard;  money  is  cIol, 
people  are  distressed  thereby.  Nearly  every  person,  / 
who  makes  any  pretensions  to  political  learning, 
thinks  he  can  tell  the  cause  or  causes.  One  party 
says  it  is  the  fault  of  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
President's  chair,  and  of  the  policy  of  the  party. 
Others  say  it  is  because  silver  is  demonetized,  while 
other  cool  thinkers  say  there  are  various  causes  com- 
bined, among  which  is  the  regular  panic  which  oc- 
curs about  every  twenty  or  twenty-five  years,  lii 
listening  to  public  speakers,  and  reading  the  papers, 
we  find  that  each  party  claims  to  have  the  reme- 
dy for  the  present  distress,  but  the  policy  of  the 
other  party  is  bad  and  dishonest. 

This  state  of  affairs  has  put  me  to  thinking  along 
other  lines.  First,  I  notice  how  hard  it  is  for  us  to 
look  on  both  sides  of  a  question  and  how  ready  we 
are  to  conclude  other  people  are  not  honest  in  their 
views  where  they  differ  from  ours.  I  believe  most 
people  are  honest  in  their  views  although  many  may 
be  wrong. 

Upon  any  question,  religious  or  otherwise  a  few 
arguments  may  so  satisfy  some  persons,  that  they 
will  investigate  no  further.  They  are  honest  but 
may  be  to  blame  for  not  looking  further.  Some- 
time ago  the  writer  asked  for  arguments  for  or 
against  an  important  question.  One  faithful,  earn- 
est and  honest  man  writes  and  contends  that  those 
who  are  advocating  that  subject  are  actuated  by  the 
spirit  of  Satan. 

Another  point  which  has  impressed  me  is  'hat 
many  persons  stick  to  and  work  with  their  party, 
regardless  of  what  its  platform  is.  One  prominent 
man  is  said  to  have  declared  that  his  party  coul 
not  make  a  platform  that  he  would  not  stand  on. 
When   we   see  the   corruption  there  is  in  politic" 


especially  among  party  leaders,  such 


statement 


not  a  wise  one.    The  more  we  see  of  politics  a 
political  wire-working,  the  more  is  one  compe 
to  think  it  is  not  the  place  for  an  honest  man  an  ^ 
Christian,  when  it  comes  to  taking  an  active  P*' 
—whatever  one's  views  may  be  as  to  the  aovi 
bility  of  quietly  going  and  casting  your  vote, 
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S  me  one  might  say  that  the  argument, 
•  ,,  leaving  a  political  party  might  be  applied  to  the 
"if  ch  This  is  true  in  a  certain  sense.  The  writ- 
°  has  often  stated  in  preaching  that  if  a  denomina- 
C  could  be  found  that  would  come  nearer  the 
Gospel  than  the  one  to  which  he  now  belongs,  he 
uld  go  there,  but  for  a  person  to  conclude  that 
,  m  leave  the  church  because  she  makes  some 
decisions  that  do  not  suit  him,  or  has  some  customs 
that  do  not  seem  to  him  as  the  best,  is  altogether  a 
different  matter.  Such  a  person  will  soon  find 
that,  go  where  he  will,  there  are  things  that  do  not 
suit  him.  Even  if  he  had  the  arranging  of  it  just 
as  he  wants  it,  in  a  few  years  he  would  want  it 
changed.  Experience  proves  the  practicability  of 
things  far  better  than  theory.  So  what  may,  at 
be  great  and  absorbing  questions  in  our 
therhood  and  give  many  brethren  much 
will  gradually  settle  themselves  by  expe- 
rience and  force  of  circumstances. 
Mound  Ridge,  Kans. 
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BY    J.    C.     MURRAY. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northern  Indiana 
convened  at  the  Union  Center  church,  Elkhart 
County,  Ind.,  Sept.  30,  at  8  A.  M.  The  meeting 
was  organized  by  electing  Geo.  D.  Zollers,  Mod- 
erator, and  J.  C.  Murray,  Secretary.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  inclemency  of  the  weather  the  congrega- 
tions were  exceedingly  large. 

First  Topic— Model  Sermon.  Basis,  2  Tim.  4:  2. 
God's  way  of  doing  his  work  is  through  the  medium 
of  preaching.  We  are  not  only  told  we  shall  preach, 
but  told  what  we  shall  preach,— the  most  solemn 
charge  ever  given  to  man.  As,  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  not  endure  sound  doctrine  we  should 
labor  faithfully  to  discharge  our  whole  duty.  Our 
eternal  all  depends  on  a  faithful  ministry.  To  be 
a  i* ccessful  minister  we  must  study. 

*l )  By  a  regular  reading  of  the  Bible,  book  after 
book. 

(2)  By  studying  the  character  of  Bible  men; 
above  all  the  character  of  Jesus,  and  adopting 
his  mind. 

(3)  Study  topically.  Concentrate  the  mind  on 
the  topic  until  you  get  it. 

(4)  Secret  devotion  before  entering  the  stand. 
Sacred  truths  must  be  told  in  a  sacred  manner. 

(5)  Ministers  must  be  in  earnest. 

(6)  Never  read  a  sermon. 

(7)  Notes  may  be  used  to  advantage  but  are 
not  advisable  for  young  ministers. 

(8)  Excessive  use  of  the  same  word  in  a  sermon 
should  not  be  indulged  in. 

(9)  Egotism  should  be  avoided. 

(10)  Every  expression  should  be  clear. 

(11)  We  should  put  force  into  our  work. 

(12)  Be  yourself. 

(13)  Be  certain  you  have  the  truth. 

(14)  Do  your  best. 

(15)  Know  what  you  want  to  say  and  have  the 
Holy  Ghost  behind  it.     Get  all  of  Christ  into  it  you 


-"  The  Convert;  his  Place,  Power, 
nd  heart  should   be  in  the  w 


Second  Topic 
Failures." 

(1)  His  mind 
His  place  should  be  in  all  the  services,  preach 
lng,  prayer  meeting,  and  Sunday  school.  Ht 
should  seek  proper  associates.  There  is  power  in  1 
united  effort  of  all  the  members,  especially  in  the 
song  service.  This  power  should  be  well  direct 
ed. 

(2)  Our  converts  are  the  strength  of  the  Sunday 
school,  and,  if  properly  cared  for,  a  power  in 
the  prayer  meeting. 

(3)  We  have  failures  because  members  are  not 
indoctrinated. 

(4)  Converts  should  be  impressed  with  the  rela- 
tion they  sustain  to  the  church. 

(5)  Help  the  converts  to  feel  that  the  church  is 
not  only  to  save  them,  but  a  means  to  an  end  in  the 
salvation  of  others. 


Third  Topic. — "Sunday  school  Suggestions." 

(1)  Teach  the  children.  Do  not  simply  tell  them 
something.  A  child  is  not  taught  when  simply 
taught  to  know  a  thing  for  the  present.  Teaching 
should  be  so  emphasized  that  the  child  will  become 
identified  with  the  thing  taught. 

(2)  The  teacher  should  be  an  exemplary  Chris- 
tian. 

(3)  He  should  take  an  individual  interest  in  the 
class. 

(4)  He  should  have  better  supervision  in  the  Sun- 
day school  work. 

(5)  He  should  use  a  proper  question  method, 
draw  out  the  scholar  and  assist  him  to  give  force  to 
his  own  ideas. 

Fourth  Topic. — "A  supported  Ministry, — what 
For  it;  what  Against  it?" 

(1)  The  Bible  is  for  it.  Matt.  10:  10;  Luke  10:  7: 
I  Cor.  9:  7-14;  Gal.  6:  6;  I  Tim.  5;  18.     If  the  Bible 

for  it,  it  cannot  be  against.  The  Bible  is  a  con- 
sistent book  and  cannot  be  on  both  sides  of  the 
same  question. 

(2)  The  minister  is  injured  and  hindered  in  his 
work  because  he  is  handicapped  with  financial 
cares. 

(3)  The  church  is  injured  as  individuals  because 
they  are  not  taught  to  do  their  part. 

(4)  The  Word  is  injured  by  the  minister  not  be- 
ng  able  to  do  his  duty,  because  of  financial  cares. 

(5)  The  church  should  be  a  power  united  to  the 
minister,  to  push  on  the  work. 

(6)  The  Bible  is  for  it;  the  Annual  Meeting  is  for 
it  and  our  practice  is  against  it.  The  Gospel  prin- 
ciple is,  support  the  needy. 

Three  things  are  against  it,  but  they  are  not  in 
the  Bible: 

(1)  Our  early  teaching. 

(2)  Our  present  system. 

(3)  Self,  one  of  the  strongest  things  against  it. 
Fifth  Topic. — "Qualifications    of   a    Successful 

Ministry." 

(1)  Most  important, — full  consecration,  complete 
conversion. 

(2)  Faithfulness  to  the  church  and  her  princi- 
ples.    Many  preach  well  but  practice  badly. 

(3)  Ministers  should  comprehend  this  mission. 
Their  work  is  not  to  tickle  the  ear,  but  to  educate 
the  head  and  the  heart. 

(4)  We  need  an  approved  ministry.  2  Tim.  2: 
15.  The  design  is  not  to  make  men  great  but  good, 
— not  to  encourage  men  in  their  eager  chase  after 
worldly  honors,  riches,  and  pleasures,  but  to  call 
them  from  their  vain  and  delusive  things,  and  lead 
them  into  the  riches  of  God's  grace,  and  to  help 
them  to  feed  on  those  truths  which  are  more  pre- 
cious than  gold. 

(5)  We  need  a  devoted  ministry.  Ministerial 
success  is  identified  with  a  spirit  of  devotion. 

(6)  A  devoted  ministry  is  necessary  because  the 
minister  cannot  raise  the  people  higher  than  him- 
self. 

(7)  If  we  claim  to  teach  Christianity  to  others 
we  thereby  have  irresistible  reason  why  we  should 
experience  and  practice  it  in  ourselves. 

(8)  Ministers  must  have  the  faculty  of  making 
the  truth  impressive.  They  should  teach  it  in  a 
way  that  proves  they  believe  it  themselves. 

(9)  Simplicity  of  purpose. 
The  interest  in  this  meeting  was  excellent;  the 

ministers  were  active.  Those  to  whom  topics  were 
assigned,  responded  promptly.  All  realized  that  we 
had  a  good  meeting.  May  God  bless  it  to  his 
glory! 


-5- THE  t  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL^ 


LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 
The  Proverbs  of  Solomon.— Prov.  1:  1-10. 

(Lesson  far  Oct.  25,  1896.) 

The  word  proverb  is  derived  from  two  Latin 
words:  pro — before,  and  verbus — word.  The  more 
general  and  accepted  meaning  is,— an  old  saying, 
often  repeated,  because  of  its  truthfulness  and  gen- 
eral application,   and   this  definition   is   peculiarly 


true  of  the  recorded  words  and  sayings  of  Solomon. 
They  are  words  of  wisdom  and  have  been  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  men  all  along  down  through  the 
ages.  He  has  given  the  world  more  of  these  wise 
sayings  than  any  other  man  that  has  lived.  In  1 
Kings  4:  32  it  is  recorded  that  "  he  spake  three 
thousand  proverbs  and  his  songs  were  a  thousand 
and  five."  In  the  Book  of  Proverbs  we  have  a  part 
of  these  compiled  and  thus  perpetuated  for  all 
time. 

The  lesson  opens  with  a  suggestion  as  to  the  use 
of  proverbs.  They  are  intended  to  give  wisdom 
and  for  our  instruction.  It  is  wisdom  to  learn  to 
know  and  to  do.  Wisdom  to  the  indifferent  and 
the  foolish  is  as  casting  pearls  before  swine.  It 
don't  go  in,  don't  touch  the  life  and  therefore 
does  no  good.  A  wise  man  will  hear  and  will  in- 
crease in  learning.  This,  is  so  true  that  even  a 
child  can  understand  it.  Therefore  the  first  thought 
in  the  lesson  is,  always  be  ready  to  hear  wisdom, 
—things  that  are  true  and  right.  Unless  we  do 
this,  we  cut  off  the  pos  ibility  of  learning.  By  ex- 
ercising a  willingness  to  hear  we  increase  in  power 
to  understand  the  proverbs  of  the  wise,  so  that  we 
not  only  hear,  but  also  understand.  And  when  we 
understand,  we  can  do  wisdom, — do  the  things 
that  are  best  for  us,  and  those  with  whom  we  asso- 
ciate. 

In  the  seventh  verse  he  tells  what  the  beginning 
of  knowledge  is,—"  The  fear  of  the  Lord."  This  is 
a  proverb.  It  has  become  such  because  it  has  been 
said  before  as  a  truth  and  it  can  b'e  repeated 
through  all  time,  and  will  always  be  true.  It  is  just 
as  true  to  us  as  it  was  to  those  to  whom  it  was 
spoken  thousands  of  years  ago — and  will  be  equally 
true  a  thousand  years  hence,  should  time  contin- 
ue. 

But  all  will  not  fear  the  Lord,  and  he  tells  us  who 
they  are.  He  calls  them  fools, — people  who  don't 
act  wisely, — don't  hear  the  words  of  wisdom  and  do 
the  things  that  tend  to  their  good,  Then  follow 
words  of  warning,  and  we  will  look  at  some  of 
them,  that  we  may  know  what  they  are,  and  how  to 
treat  them  when  they  come. 

First  is  the  enticement  of  sinners,  the  foolish  who 
will  not  hear  the  instructions  of  the  fathers  and 
who  give  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  wisdom.  The 
enticement  of  the  foolish  is  always  unsafe,  as  it 
leads  away  from  the  right.  Sinners  or  the  foolish 
are  such  as  avoid  the  places  of  instruction  and 
the  companionship  of  the  good.  This  includes 
those  who  are  disobedient  to  parents,  truants 
on  their  way  to  school,  and  Sabbath-breakers. 
Instead  of  attending  church  and  Sunday  school, 
they  are  found  lounging  and  seeking  places  for  mis- 
chief. Of  such  Solomon  says,  Beware!  If  "they 
entice  thee,"  invite  you  to  go  with  them, — "  consent 
thou  not." 

To  consent  means  to  go  with  them.  It  is  a  step 
downward  and  you  will  soon  be  as  bad  as  they  are. 
They  profess  great  liberality  and  labor  for  union 
of  purpose  by  doing  alike  and  pooling  their  earn- 
ings. They  say:  "  Cast  in  thy  lot  among  us;  let  us 
all  have  one  purse."  No-half  way  business  about 
them.  They  are  not  as  some  professing  Christians, 
who  try  to  keep  one  foot  in  the  church  and  the 
other  in  the  world.  They  are  full-fledged  sinners; 
and  that  is  what  they  want  you  to  be.  What 
have  you  to  say?  Are  you  ready  to  cast  your  lot 
with  them,  and  share  in  their  purse?  It  is  bad  stuff, 
but  a  fair  bargain.  If  you  want  to  go  with  them 
you  must  eat  at  their  tables  and  feast  on  that  for 
which  you  bargain.  Remember  the  proverb  is: 
"My  son,  walk  thou  not  in  the  way  with  them;  re- 
frain thy  foot  from  their  path:  for  their  feet  run  to 
evil,  and  make  haste  to  shed  blood." 

The  progress,  in  the  way  of  sin,  may  seem  slow 
at  first,  but  as  there  are  no  back-steps,  speed  is  ac- 
celerated by  the  continual  going,  so  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  end  is  reached  soon,— very  soon.  And 
when  there,  the  way  of  return  is  closed,  the  net  is 
closed  and  the  victim  on  the  inside. 

These,  truly,  are  the  words  of  wisdom  and  we 
should  hear  them  with  all  gladness,  because  they 
mean  much  to  us,— safety,  peace,  long  life  and  eter- 
nal life  in  the  end.  h.  b.  b. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading:. 

I  Ir.'si     YEAH. 

I.  "  Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth.  81.04;  paper, M  cents 

I.  "Life  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth.  37  cents;  paper Is  cents 

1.  "Our  Country,"  cloth.  SS  cents;  paper 39  cents 

4.  "  Nonsuch  Frolcssor,"  cloth 81  cent 

SECOSB    YEAH. 

"  Miracles  of  Missions."  cloth.  84  cents;  paper 14  cents 

"  Memoir  ol  Kobert  Moflat."  cloth,  37  cents;  paper 1$  cents 

I.  "  The  Seven  La»s  ol  Teaching."  cloth 6*  cents 

THIHH    YEAH. 

9.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth »i  or 

11.  "Do  Not  Say."  and  "Acts  ol  the  Apoatlcs,"  ch.  n-iS 10  cents. 

M.  "ill  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper J3  cents, 

I  v— I'-,, ,  ■  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price.        , 

Executive  Committbb  op  Rp-aoing  CiBCLB.— VV,  B.  Stover.  Bulsar, 
India;  H.  M.  Barwkk.  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes- 
boro, Fa.,  Edith  K,  Newcomer.  Waynesboro.  Fa,;  J,  M.  NeH.  Frulldalc.  Ala. 

Oppicbrs  op  Rbadinr  Circle.— President,  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar.  Ind., 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W,  Baker,  Waynesboro.  Fa,;  Secretary.  Edllh  K-  New- 
comer. Waynesboro,  Fa.,— to  whom  all  communications  concerning  the 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Fubllshlng  Co..  Mount  Morris,  111 


Wf.  have  but  faith;  we  cannot  know; 

For  knowledge  is  of  things  we  see; 
And  yet  we  trust  it  comes  from  thee; 

A  beam  in  darkness;  let  it  grow. 
Let  knowledge  grow,  from  more  to  mon 

But  more  of  reverence  in  us  dwell, 
That  mind  and  soul,  according  well; 

May  make  one  music  as  before. 

Never  morning  wore 
To  evening  but  some  heart  did  break. 

Still  onward  winds  the  dreary  way; 

I  with  it;  for  I  long  to  prove 
No  lapse  of  moons  can  cumber  love 

Whatever  fickle  tongues  may  say. 

1  hold  it  true  whate'er  befalls, 
I  feel  it,  when  1  sorrow  most; 

'Tis  better  to  have  loved  and  lost, 
Than  never  to  have  loved  at  all. 


The  bouse  is  deserted. 

Come  away;  no  more  of  mirth 
Is  here,  or  merry-making  sound, 

The  house  was  builded  of  the  earth, 
And  shall  fall  again  to  ground. 
Come  away;  for  life  and  thought,  here  no  longer  dwell, 

A  great  and  distant  city— have  bought 
A  mansion  incorruptible. 

And  he  that  shuts  love  out.  in  turn  shall  be 
Shut  out  from  love,  and  on  her  threshold  lie 
Howling  in  outer  darkness. — 

Surely,  surely,  slumber  is  more  sweet  than  toil,  the  shore. 

Than  labor  in  the  deep  mid-ocean,  wind  and  wave  and  oar 
0  rest  ye,  brother  mariners,  we  will  not  wander  more. 
Los  Angeles,  Cat. 


CIRCLE  MOTES. 

We  learn  from  ou'  Secretary  that  our  request  for 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  to  whom  she  may 
send  circulars  is  being  liberally  responded  to  by 
the  friends  of  the  Circle.  Quite  a  number  have 
sent  stamps  and  expressed  a  willingness  to  assist 
in  distributing  circulars.  She  says  her  mail  is 
larger  than  at  any  time  since  the  organization  of 
the  Circle,  and  it  is  already  becoming  necessary 
for  her  to  employ  help.  We  sincerely  hope  that 
the  good  work  may  go  on! 

I-lelow  we  give  a  list  of 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

563,  Minnie  Sanger,  Eayetteville,  W.  Va.;  564, 
Mrs.  Annie  Rees,  Meyersdale,  Pa.;  565,  Miss  Em- 
ma Reitz,  Listie,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.;  566,  George  B. 
Detwiler,  534  Barbadoes  St.,  Norristown,  Pa.;  567, 
Jaceb  Betts,  Independence,  Kane. 


This  list  is  small,  but  we  confidently  hop 
the  new  impetus  now  given  to  the  work  ma 
idly  increase  our  membership! 

Our  Secretary  w  shes  me  to  say,  that,  ; 
any  fail  to  receive  the  circulars,  or  the  pictt 


hould 


they 


offered  a  few  weeks  ago  in  these  colui 
should  write  her  again.  We  intend,  as  before  ex- 
plained, that  all  who  send  at  least  four  cents  in 
stamps,  and  the  names  and  post-office  addresses  of 
several  persons  who  might  be  interested  in  the 
work  of  the  Circle,  shall  receive  a  copy  of  the  pic- 
ture of  the  Lilies  of  the  Nile,  but  should  mistakes 
occur  in  the  rush  of  correspondence,  they  will  be 
cheerfully  corrected  if  you  will  kindly  call  atten- 
tion to  them.  James  M.  Neff. 

TO  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

A  most  responsible  post  you  occupy;  for  in  our 
Sunday  schools  are  tens  of  thousands  of  children 
who  receive  no  moral  or  religious  instruction  save 
what  they  receive  in  the  school.  Many  of  them 
have  ungodly  parents  and  live  in  prayerless  homes. 
Have  you  ever  weighed  as  you  ought  the  tremend- 
ous truth  that,  unless  you  are  faithful  to  these 
young,  immortal  souls  they  may  be  lost  — for  this 
world  and  for  another?     "  He  is  wise  that  winneth 

The  first  duty  that  I  take  the  liberty  of  pressing 
upon  you  is  the  duty  of  teaching  your  children 
God's  Book.  When  Robert  Raikes  established  the 
was  first  to 
ind  then  to 
only  text- 
andfather's 


first  Sunday  school  his  original  purpose 
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she  had  a  single  scholar.  She 
mit  carefully  to  memory  a  certain  portion  of  God's 
Word  every  Sabbath.  After  this  she  gave  explana- 
tions and  instructions  upon  the  passage  thus  learned 
by  heart. 

By  this  wholesome  process  I  was  made  to  imbibe 

the  pure  and  "  sincere  milk  of  the  Word"  without 

any  adulteration  or  admixtures.     That  in  itself  was 

mmensely  valuable  acquisition,  and   the  sacred 

syllables  remained  lodged  in  the  memory  as  a  pre- 

aus  possession  forever. 

Now,   how   far  do  you  require  your  scholars  to 
study  the  Bible  for  themselves?     It  is   the   custom 
lany  teachers  to  prepare  the  lessons  very  thor- 
oughly.    By  the  aid  of  commentaries  and  "  lesson 
helps"  of  various  kinds  they  master  the  lesson,  and 
then  they  come  and  pour  it  into  their  children's 
ears.     The  children  are  like  young  robins  in   a  nest, 
ho  open  their  mouths  widely,  and  swallow   down 
te  worm  or  the  grain  of  corn  that  the  mother  bird 
rops   in.     It   is   a   passive   and   receptive   process 
throughout.     This  method  requires  but   little  else 
from  a  scholar  than  simply  to  sit  still   and  listen. 
Is  this  the  best  way  to  instruct  a  child? 

I  am  confident  that  if  Sunday  school  scholars 
were  required  to  commit  a  part  at  least  of  the  Bible 
lesson  to  memory,  and  then  to  tell  the  teacher  what 
they  had  learned  by  their  own  efforts,  it  would  be 
worth  a  hundred  times  more  than  all  the  cramming 
that  the  teacher  ean  administer.  What  costs  noth- 
ing is  seldom  valued  or  retained.  The  cramming 
process  neither  strengthens  a  child's  mind,  nor  dis- 
ciplines its  memory,  nor  imprints  sacred  truth  upon 
the  soul.  The  teacher  does  all  the  work,  and  the 
scholars  reap  but  little  benefit.  I  entreat  you  to 
give  your  scholars  more  to  do.  Insist  on  their  re- 
peating to  you  accurately  a  portion  of  the  Blessed 
Book.  Encourage  them  to  tell  you  their  ideas  about 
it,  and  state  whatever  of  difficulties  they  may  have. 
Study  the  lesson  thoroughly;  but  remember  that  it 
is  not  your  knowledge  of  the  lesson  that  is  the  main 
thing,  but  their  knowledge  of  it,  and  in  order  to  se- 
cure their  knowledge  they  must  be  compelled  to 
study  for  themselves.  Simply  to  pour  truth  into 
the  passive  mind  of  a  child  is  too  often  like  pouring 
water  into  a  sieve;  a  precious  little  of  it  is  carried 
away. 

Make  much  of  ethical  instruction.  Explain  to 
them  the  right  and  the  wrong  of  things  in  every- 
day conduct.     Take,  for  instance,  the  temptations 


to   intoxicating   drinks.     If  every   Sunday    scno 
teacher  would   carefully  instruct  his  or  her  sch  I 
as  to  the  deceitful  and  dangerous  nature  of  all  "S 
toxicants,  and  would  endeavor  to  make  them  i 
ligent  and   conscientious   teetotalers,    it  would 
more  to  counteract  the  terrible  drink  curse  than 
agency  that  could  be  employed.     As  it  is,  a  gene  ^ 
tion  of  children  are  growing  up,  of  whom  a  majoritt 
hardly  know  the  A  B  C  of  total  abstinence,  and  I 
fear  that  one  reason  is  the  failure  of  Sunday  scho  1 
teachers  (as  well  as  parents)  to  point  out  the  dan 
ger  of  playing  with  the  serpent  of  strong  drink 
We  never  can  stop  the  sale  of  the  accursed  stuff  un- 
til  we  do  more  to  stop  its  use;  and  the  true  time  to 
begin  is  with  the  young.     What  I  have  said  in  regard 
to  drinking  applies  also  to  falsehood,  profanity,  dis- 
honesty, uncleanness,  and  other  vices.    You  are  to 
mold  character.     Deal  plainly  with  sin  of  every  kind 
and  the  sinful  heart  that  lies  behind  it.     How  vitally 
important  to  have  a  Christly  character  yourself! 

If  you  are  a  wise  and  faithful  teacher  your  chief 
aim  and  prayer  will  be  the  conversion  of  your  schol- 
ars to  Jesus  Christ.  Your  main  reliance  must  be 
on  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Yet  you  are  to 
do  your  part.  Remember  that  it  is  not  enough  to 
ask  a  child,  "  Do  you  love  Jesus?  "  or  to  urge  that 
child  to  "  rise  for  prayer."  Conversion  means 
change  of  heart,  change  of  character,  and  that  is  to 
show  itself  by  change  of  conduct.  Impress  on  your 
scholars  that  the  only  proof  of  faith  in  Christ  and 
love  of  Christ  is  keeping  Christ's  commandments. 

Mere  emotion  is  shortlived.  Strike  for  some- 
thing deeper.  Exhort  your  children  to  break  off 
from  their  besetting  sins  and  to  obey  Christ. 
Childhood  is  the  best  time  to  make  real  Christians 
and  the  worst  time  to  make  shallow  and  sham 
Christian  professors.  A  solemn  trust  is  yours,  and 
if  you  are  wise  and  faithful  you  may  win  a  crown  of 
glory  that  an  archangel  might  covet.  It  is  a  glor- 
ious thing  to  be  an  earnest,  untiring,  and  devoted 
Sunday  school  teacher,  wise  to  win  souls  and  mold 
character  for  heaven.  And  it  is  an  awful  thing 
be  a  trifler  or  blunderer  with  children's  souls, 
you  love  your  Master  and  love-your  work  and 
your  scholars,  you  may  ask  Christ's  help,  and  he  W/J 
give  it. — Theodore  L.  Cuyler,  D.  D. 


SOME  POLITENESS. 


On  the  question  of  a  little  common  sense  polite- 
ness the  Christian  Herald  has  this  to  say: 

We  can  express  our  interest  in  other  Christians  by 
a  simple  nod  of  the   head  when  we  meet  them  on 
the  street.     You    say,   '  There  are  Christians  con- 
nected with  our  church  I   cannot  speak  to,  because 
I  have  never  been  introduced.'     You  dare  not  ac- 
cost them  because  of  the  conventionalities  of  so- 
iety.     We  must  come  upon  a  higher  platform  than 
that.    We  must  remember  that  we  are  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty.    We  must  feel 
that,  as  it  Would  be  a  very  strange  thing  for  two 
brothers,  born  of  the  same  parents  and  nurtured  at 
same  fireside,  to  pass  each  other  from  time  to 
time  on  the  street  without  any  personal  recognition, 
and  far  more  than  so,  it  is  outrageous  when  two 
1,  children  of  the  same  Heavenly  Father,  having 
n  seated  at  the  same  Communion  table,  and  bap- 
tized by  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  and  on  their  way  to 
the  same  home,  do  not  recognize  each  other,  wheth- 
according  to  the  ordinary  laws  of  society  they 
have  a  right  to  express  such  recognition  or  not. 

If  you  are  sure  that  you  are  a  child  of  God,  and 
you  are  sure  of  the  fact  that  the  man  you  meet  in 
the  streets  is  a  friend  of  God,  you  have  a  right  to 
give  him  your  brotherly  sympathy  by  a  nod  of  the 
head.  God  made  the  muscles  of  the  neck  so  plia- 
ble, and  the  bones  of  the  neck  so  easily  adjusted 
to  a  bow,  that  he  intended  we  should  recognize  those 
who  our  are  brothers  in  Jesus  Christ.  And  when 
you  go  along  the  street,  let  there  be  a  lighting  "P 
of  the  face  and  a  gleam  in  the  eye  and  a  congenial- 
ity in  your  manner  for  all  those  who  love  Chris  • 
Let  it  not  be  an  outward  and  hypocritical  dcm0_ 
stration;  but  from  a  heart,  warmed  up  with  love  ^ 
God  and  love  for  his  kingdom,  bow  to  every  Cnn 
tian  man  you  meet. 
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It  is  said  that  there  is  a  new  church  organized 
in  the  Northwest  on  the  basis  that  every  one  who 
unites  with  the  society  has  a  right  to  believe  and 
practice  any  creed  he  chooses,  and  that  Bob  In- 
gersoll  said  if  he  lived  there  he  would  join  such 
a  church,  and  why  not?—/.  5.  Flory. 


THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Missionary  Society  is 
contemplating  the  establishment  of  leper  asylums 
in  India,  expecting  to  receive  government  aid  in 
this  work.  It  is  said  that  lepers  can  be  seen  al- 
most anywhere  in  that  country,  and  the  care  of 
them  has  become  a  very  grave  question. 


nkey 


It  is  claimed  that  one  of  the  Moody  and  S: 
hymns,  which  has  been  sung  by  the  Christians  of 
Armenia,  is  reponsible  for  some  of  the  Turkish  ha- 
tred. When  the  Armenians  sang,  "  Onward,  Chris- 
tian soldier,  marching  as  to  war,"  the  Turks  inter- 
preted that  they  were  preparing  for  a  crusade. 


The  Evangelical  says  that  the  oldest  Primitive 
Methodist  in  the  world  has  been  discovered  in  the 
person  of  Betty  Webster,  of  Aysbarth,  near  Mid- 
dleham,  Yorkshire,  England,  who  is  in  her  one 
hundred  and  seventh  year.  She  has  a  son  in  his 
seventieth  year,  and  a  daughter  active  and  lively  in 
her  seventy-seventh  year. 


The  first  church  building  in  America  erected 
especially  for  that  purpose,  and  used  for  no  other, 
~M\s  put  up  in  Boston  in  1632.  Before  that  date  the 
Puritans  held  their  meetings  in  private  houses,  or 
in  a  house  which  also  served  for  a  school-room. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  meetinghouses  in  Amer- 
ica. The  Brethren  erected  their  first  house  of  wor- 
ship at  Germantown,  Pa.,  in  1770. 


It  is  the  proud  boast  of  the  town  of  Stockport, 
England,  that  it  possesses  the  largest  Sunday 
school  in  the  world.  There  is  nothing  to  approach 
it  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  main  school 
contains  about  4,000  scholars,  and  in  the  branches 
at  Brinksway,  Heaton,  Mersey,  Lancaster  Hill  and 
Heaviley  there  a.e  1,000  more,  making  a  grand  to- 
tal of  about  5.000,  exclusive  of  teachers  and  officers, 
who  number  quite  450, 

One  great  desideratum  of  the  human  heart  is 
happiness.  Every  one  seems  to  have  an  idea  of 
his  own  how  to  attain  to  a  state  of  real  enjoyment. 
No  matter  how  many  may  be  disposed  to  believe 
otherwise,  it  is  a  self-evident  truth  there  can  be  no 
state  of  permanent  happiness  short  of  justice  and 
moral  perfectness.  No  ideal  of  good  can  outstrip, 
in  its  design,  the  Christian  religion.  It  embodies 
the  alpha  and  omega,  and  the  divine  ultimatum  of 
all  that  goes  to  satisfy  the  longings  of  the  soul  for 
a  higher,  holier  and  perfect  bliss.—/.  -S  Flory. 


THIS    GOSPEL    JyLESSBIsrC3-£li?.. 

produce  plants  in  harmony  with  the  character  of 
the  seed.  This  rule  does  not  change  when  taken 
from  the  country  to  the  city. 


Because  a  man,  by  the  help  of  others,  sows  good 
seed  in  the  country,  is  no  proof  that,  when  put 
to  work  without  co-laborers  in  a  city,  he  will, 
against  much  opposition,  sow  seed  without  tares. 
It  requires  much  grace  and  charity  to  cut  loose 
from  associates  of  like  precious  faith  and  go  into 
new  and  untried  fields;  and  he  who  is  not  fully 
Christed,  should  stay  with  his  companions. 
*  *  * 

Perhaps  nearly  all,  if  not  in  every  instance,  mis- 
sion committees  are  made  up  of  members  who  have 
been  raised,  and  yet  reside,  in  the  country.  While 
their  love  for  souls  is  unquestionable,  their  fidelity 
to  Jesus  above  doubt,  the  fact  remains  that,  without 
contact  with  the  character  of  city  mission  work, 
practicable  knowledge  is  not  attainable.  As  a  peo- 
ple we  are  nearly  vehement  in  our  requirements  of 
things  practical;  and  when  we  shall  have  learned 
wisdom  by  a  liberal  use  of  money,  town  and  city 
mission  work  will  have  come  to  us  in  a  practical 
form.  In  this  counsel  and  advice  of  those  who 
have  already  learned,  will  not  avail  nearly  so  readily 
as  a  high-priced  education.  By  and  by  the  chu 
will  get  it  this  way. 

When  she  will  have  learned  this  lesson,  she  1 
see  that  representation,  on  her  various  mission 
committees,  from  cities,  will  be  helpful,— that  the 
men  who  clear  away  the  brush,  hew  out  material  in 
the  raw,  and  have  learned  how  to  remove  the  ob- 
stacles can  be  used  to  further  town  and  city  work 
with  results  in  keeping  with  the  cost. 

The  man  for  city  work  must  have  a  heart  as 
charitable  as  a  Paul, — a  bravery  as  strong  as  the 
new  Peter.  He  must  not  love  to  munch  candy 
and  read  newspapers  rather  than  to  visit  from 
house  to  house,  talk  on  the  Lord's  things,  sympa- 
thize with  the  inmates,  pray  with  them  and  leave 
them  tracts  and  good  papers,  and  invite  them  to 
religious  services.  Often  he  must  repeat  all  this, 
and  enter  into  the  best  desires  and  aspirations  of 
those  who  seek  to  save.  Unless  he  has  well- 
developed  kindness  and  firmness  in  Divine  Truth, 
he  better  remain  in  a  large  congregation  of  faith- 
ful brethren  and  sisters.  He  will  fail  in  city  work 
without  divine  kindness  and  divine  firmness. 

Herod  took,  from  a  human  standpoint,  safe 
measures  to  hold  Peter  in  jail,— a  soldier  on  each 
side  of  the  apostle,  and  guards  at  the  door.  But 
the   Lord's   angel  was  so  much   stronger  than  the 
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this  world's  goods  and  have  thousands  laid  by  for 
future  use,  let  the  Lord's  work  suffer?  It  is  true, 
some  of  our  brethren  have  responded  nobly,  but 
many  more  have  given  scantily.  Some  may  say, 
"  I  have  payments  to  make,"  or  "  I  had  to  buy  an 
organ  for  my  daughter,  or  a  watch  for  my  son,  or  I 
had  to  tear  down  my  barn  and  build  greater."  But 
are  not  all  these  things  for  worldly  gain?  Did  our 
Beloved  Master  labor  for  worldly  possessions? 
Did  the  holy  apostles  crave  worldly  gain?  I  fear 
we  will  have  to  answer  some  serious  questions  to 
the  Great  Judge. 

Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  we  need  to  think  se- 
riously along  this  line.  It  matters  not  where  we 
give, — whether  it  be  to  mission  work,  to  build 
churchhouses  or  to  care  for  homeless  ones,  for 
"inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me," 
are  the  words  of  our  Blessed  Master,  May  the 
Lord  help  us  to  do  his  willl 


d  doors  and  guards,  so  the  angelic 
keeper  awoke  Peter,  bid  him  dress  himself,  and 
follow,  which  Peter  did,  thinking  it  was  a  vision. 
Being  freed,  he  realized  his  deliverance,— knew  "of 
a  surety "  that  Jesus  had  delivered  him  out  of  the 
hand  of  Herod.  And  then  this  miserable,  mis- 
guided ruler  ordered  the  soldiers  and  guards  to  be 
killed  for  letting  Peter  out  of  prison.  They  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Peter's  escape.  When  the 
Lord  delivers  a  man  out  of  the  hands  of  Herodi- 
ans  he  is  delivered.  There  is  no  question  about  it. 
It  is  both  a  truth  and  a  fact. 


The  more  one  digs  into  the  Rock  of  Truth,  the 
Nearer  the  understanding,  and  the  greater  the  il- 
lumination of  the  soul,  provided  the  digging  is 
done  in  meekness  and  lowliness  of  heart. 


Town  and  city  work,  on  the  part  of  the  church, 
has  its  raspings  and  uprootings,  as  well  as  its  fer- 
vent joys  and  good  pleasures  of  peace.  As  are  the 
preachers,  so   is  the   result.    The  seed  sown  will 


AS  THE  LORD  HATH  PROSPERED  US. 

BY  ANNA  L.  FRY. 

Do  we  give  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  us? 
When  we  listen  to  the  calls  for  help  in  the  Lord's 
work,  we  are  made  to  think  that  something 
ing  on  our  part.  And  when  we 
things  belong  to  the  Lord,  how  c 
so  much  that  is  already  his  own  ana  is  so  mutu 
needed  to  carry  on  the  Lord's  work? 

If  a  poor  sister,  whose  husband  works  by  the 
day  to  sustain  himself  and  family,  and  has  not  a 
dollar  laid  by  for  future  use,  can  give  from  four  to 
five  dollars  a  year  to  the  Lord  (which  is  but  little), 
how  can  our  Brethren  who  are  richly  blessed  with 


that    all 
thhold 


HOW  A  MINISTER  SPENT  A  VACATION. 
BY  JOHN  E.  MOHLEK. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter,  written  by 
the  wife  of  one  of  our  ministers  in  Arizona,  sug- 
gests a  good  way  of  making  a  pleasure  trip  useful. 
In  the  Salt  River  Valley,  where  the  weather  is  so 
fair  that  people  work  out  of  doors  almost  every 
day  of  the  year,  it  is  quite  common,  during  a  part 
of  the  summer,  for  people,  even  in  limited  circum- 
stances, to  take  a  short  rest  and  go  up  into  some 
of  the  mountains  surrounding  the  Valley  and 
camp  for  a  season  where  the  air  is  cool  and  brac- 
ing. Several  families  of  our  members  and  their 
friends  formed  the  company  to  which  the  letter 
refers: 

"We  camped  one  week  in  the  'People's  Valley,' 
up  in  the  mountains.  Here  we  found  kind-hearted, 
pleasant  people  who  were  very  generous  with  all 
kinds  of  vegetables,  and  with  milk,  and  they  of- 
fered us  free  access  to  their  potato  patches  and 
cornfields.  .  .  .  Our  brethren  held  some  meet- 
ings here.  The  people  seemed  much  interested, 
We  distributed  a  lot  of  Gospel  Messengers  and 
all  the  tracts  and  Young  Disciple  papers  we  had. 
One  old  lady  subscribed  for  the  Messenger.-  .  . 
We  have  since  sent  to  the  General  Missionary 
and  Tract  Committee  for  tracts  for  these  people." 

Who  can  estimate  what  good  may  result  from 
this  short  work!  But  they  need  more  ministers  in 
Salt  River  Valley  to  follow  up  this  work. 

Warrensburg,  Mo.  • 

LOSINO  THE  LORD'S  MONEY. 

A  boy  had  two  pennies.  One  was  given  him  to 
spend  for  himself,  and  the  other  for  the  mission- 
ary collection.  While  playing  with  them  he  lost 
one.  Which  was  it?  He  thought  the  one  he  lost 
was  the  Lord's  penny,  and  so  gave  himself  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  and  spent  the  other  for  his 
own  enjoyment. 

A  man  had  some  money.  Part  of  it  he  called 
his  own,  part  of  it  was  the  Lord's;  but  he  thought 
he  could  do  better  with  the  Lord's  money  than 
anybody  else,  and  so  he  held  on  to  it  and  invested 
it.  He  had  various  promising  schemes,  but  they 
failed,  and  the  investment  brought  no  returns.  He 
lost,  but  yet  he  did  not  sacrifice  his  own  interests, 
nor  cut  off  his  luxuries,  nor  realize  on  his  invest- 
ments, that  he  might  make  good  the  loss.  He  just 
went  on  as  usual,  only  considering  that  the  Lord's 
part  of  the  business  had  turned  out  unfavorably. 
The  Lord's  money  was  lost  but  his  saved. 

By  and  by  the  Lord  will  reckon  with  his  serv- 
ants, and  will  tell  them  what  he  thinks  about  this 
kind  of  financiering.  Possibly  he  will  make  them 
understand  that  all  the  money  was  his,  that  it  is  he 
that  gives  men  "power  to  get  wealth"  (Deut.  8: 
18),  and  that  any  man  who  invests  the  Lord's 
money  without  his  orders,  instead  of  handing  it  over 
as  he  requires,  ought  to  stand  ready  to  make  up 
the  losses  out  of  his  own  possessions,  and  at  his 
own  expense  or  sacrifices.— Common  People. 
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TO  OUR  AGENTS. 

The  time  has  now  come  for  our  agents  to  enter 
upon  their  work  with  vigor,  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing for  the  Messenger  as  many  new  names  as 
possible,  and  also  have  all  the  old  subscribers  re- 
new their  subscriptions.  It  is  imporlant  that  this 
work  should  commence  early,  as  the  Messenger 
will  be  sent  free  the  remainder  of  this  year  to  all 
new  subscribers  for  1897.  Furthermore,  each  of 
these  subscribers  is  to  receive  a  copy  of  our  Alma- 
nac free.  The  two  free  offers  together  ought  to  in- 
duce thousands  to  take  the  paper  who  are  not  now 
reading  it. 

Then  it  is  important  that  all  the  old  subscribers 
renew  early,  so  that  they  can  also  get  their  Alma- 
nac, for  all  those  who  renew,  and  settle  up  their 
subscriptions,  are  to  have  the  Almanac  free.  It  is 
our  intention,  from  now  on,  to  give  the  Almanac, 
year  after  year,  with  every  regular  paid-up  sub- 
scription. 

It  will  be  understood  that  the  Messenger  office, 
and  all  of  our  publishing  business,  now  belongs  to 
the  general  Brotherhood,  as  announced  last  week, 
and  as  soon  as  matters  can  be  so  arranged,  will  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  but  the  same  men  who  have  so  far  suc- 
cessfully managed  the  business  for  the  Publishing 
Company  will  continue  to  manage  it  for  the  Broth- 
erhood. The  policy  of  the  paper  is  to  remain  as 
heretofore.  Those  who  have  been  reading  the 
Messenger  for  years,  and  know  the  doctrine  that 
it  has  been  teaching,  will  know  about  what  to  ex- 
pect in  the  future.  We  are  set  for  the  defense  of 
the  Gospel,  and  mean  to  teach  and  interpret  it  as  it 
has  generally  been  accepted  and  understood  by  the 
Brethren.  We  are  in  full  sympathy  with  this  doc- 
trine, and  rejoice  that  we  are  favored  with  this  ex- 
cellent opportunity  of  propagating  it. 

Our  one  steady  aim,  however,  is  to  make  the  pa- 
per better  as  the  years  go  by.  This  one  great  ob- 
ject we  have  constantly  in  view,  and  we  are  thank- 
ful that  our  contributors  feel  disposed  to  render 
such  valuable  aid  as  their  contributions  indicate. 
We  trust  that  they  will  continue  their  efforts,  and 
not  fail  to  send  us  all  the  good  matter  that  they 
can  gather. 

In  gathering  subscribers  our  untiring  agents  ev- 
erywhere have  proved  themselves  of  great  value  in 


this  important  enterprise.  Without  them  our 
business  could  by  no  means  have  been  made  a  suc- 
cess. They  are  not  only  agents  in  a  business  way, 
but  they  are  agents  of  the  truth.  They  are  mis- 
sionaries who  have  been  the  means  of  placing  the 
Gospel  in  the  hands  of  thousands,  and  have,  in  this 
way,  also  been  the  means  of  bringing  thousands  in- 
to the  church.  And  while  thanking  them  most 
heartily  for  the  successful  efforts  of  the  past,  we 
trust  that  they  will  not  only  continue  their  labors 
in  behalf  of  the  Messenger,  but  push  the  work 
with  still  more  zeal.  Though  our  list  has  been  in- 
creasing each  year,  we  now  hope  for  a  still  grea'er 
increase,  in  order  that  the  more  good  may  be  ac- 
complished. 

We  also  trust  that  all  of  those  now  on  the  list 
will  renew  their  subscriptions  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble date.  We  hope  to  lose  not  one  of  them.  It  is 
a  pleasure  to  us  to  labor  year  after  year  for  the 
same  people,  and  it  must  certainly  be  gratifying 
for  them  to  have  the  pleasure  of  reading  the  Mes- 
senger each  week  through  a  long  period  of  years. 
Our  patrons  will  also  bear  in  mind  that  they  are  to 
receive  the  paper  each  week,  as  it  is  now  our  fixed 
plan  to  bring  out  fifty-two  issues  each  year.  The 
Messenger  is  one  of  the  preachers  that  takes  no 
vacation. 


Bro.  Elmer  Wombold,  Dayton,  Ohio,  under  date 
of  Oct  4,  reports  one  baptism  in  the  city. 

Eleven  recently  united  with  the  church  at  Mor- 
rill, Kans.,  and  the  meetings  are  still  continuing. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Miller  has  been  selected  to  repre- 
sent Northern  Indiana  on  th«  Standing  Committee 
at  the  coming  Conference. 


Bro.  C.  S.  Holsinger,  of  Belleville,  Kans  i  ~ 
prepared  to  give  his  entire  time  and  attention0* 
the  ministry.  The  last  of  this  month  he  and  h'° 
wife  go  to  California,  to  spend  one  year  in  the  'S 
sion  field. 

We  learn  that  considerable  interest  is  being  d 
veloped  at  Woodley,  Florida,  on  the  Indian  Rjv 
where  Bro.  I.  R.  Leatherman  is  now  located    a  ri 
preaching,  with  prospects  of  other  ministers  com- 
ing to  his  assistance. 

We  occasionally  receive  some  well-prepared 
ricultural  and  horticultural  reports  from  some  of 
our  readers,  who  seem  to  have  found  the  "garden 
spot"  of  the  land.  These  reports  find  a  quiet  rest- 
ing place  in  the  never-satisfied  waste  basket  by  our 
side. 


Bro.  Geo.  C.  Bowman  knows  how  to  do  mission- 
ary work  in  the  South.  He  reports  twelve  acces- 
sions as  the  result  of  his  labors  in  several  Counties. 

Our  understanding  is  that  sister  Underbill's  ar- 
ticle, in  this  issue,  is  not  intended  for  preachers  to 
read.  Those  who  are  not-  preachers  may  read  it 
and  profit  by  it. 

From  time  to  time  a  number  of  obituaries  go  on 
the  anonymous  hook  because  the  date  or  place  of 
death  is  omitted,  or  because  the  writer  fails  to  give 
his  name  and  address. 


A  writer  in  the  Hummelstown  (Pa.)  Sun  says, 
that,  with  one  exception,  the  Brethren's  Sunday 
School  Quarterlies  are  the  best  published.  He  does 
not  name  the  exception. 


Bro.  Wieand,  of  McPherson,  Kans  ,  is  engaged  in 
an  interesting  series  of  meetings  at  Rockingham, 
Mo.,  with  eighteen  additions  so  far,  making  twen- 
ty-two during  the  present  month. 

Brethren  Jacob  Delp  and  D.  M.  Miller  have 
been  doing  some  good  missionary  work  in  Wis- 
consin recently.  Thirteen  were  baptized,  one  re- 
claimed, and  three  applicants  await  baptism. 

Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  was  with  us  over  last  Sunday, 
and  preached  in  the  Chapel  Sunday  evening. 
Tuesday  morning  he  started  to  Clarence,  Iowa, 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  a  series  of  meeti 


:mgs. 


Bro.  Lemuel  Hillerv  writes  us  that  he  has  ar- 
ranged to  spend  the  next  six  months  in  the  Ozark 
Mountains,  of  the  Southwest,  and  will  do  as  much 
preaching  as  his  health  will  permit  during  the 
time. 

Some  of  those  who  write  our  missionaries  in  In- 
dia and  Asia  Minor,  fail  to  put  on  their  letters  the 
five  cents  postage  required  for  each  half-ounce  or 
fraction  thereof,  and  thus  make  it  necessary  for 
the  recipients  to  pay  double  postage  on  receipt  of 
the  letters.  It  will  be  found  best  to  have  all  let- 
ters, intended  for  foreign  countries,  weighed  before 
posting  them. 


Under  date  of  Oct.  6  Bro.  C.  1 
Union  Deposit,  Pa„  says:  "  Did  the  great  tempest 
visit  you  on  the  night  of  Sept.  29?  Our  beautiful 
sanctuary,  a  few  rods  from  my  cottage,  is  demol- 
ished. The  brethren  are  removing  the  debris  to- 
day." 

Bro.  Stover  thinks  this  would  be  a  good  text 
for  a  missionary  sermon,  "  Rachel  weeping  for  her 
children,  and  would  not  be  comforted."  How 
could  she  be  comforted  when  seeing  so  many  of 
her  children  walking  in  darkness  without  the  light 
of  the  Gospel! 

Though  the  political  horizon  in  Turkey  seems  to 
be  growing  darker,  Bro.  Fercken  writes:  "We  are 
concerned  about  nothing,  and  are  going  to  work  as 
we  have  so  far,  and  better,  trusting  in  the  Lord. 
It  we  are  to  perish  we  want  to  be  found  with  the 
hand  upon  the  plow." 

It  is  encouraging  to  learn  of  the  many  accessions 
to  the  church  during  the  last  few  weeks.  It  is  one 
thing,  however,  to  get  members  into  the  church, 
but  quite  another,  and  immensely  important  too,  at 
that,  to  take  good  care  of  them.  Let  there  be. 
some  solid  preaching,  writing,  and  talking  alonf  • 
this  line! 

A  sister  prays  the  Lord  to  provide  a  way  ht. 
her  to  get  the  Messenger  next  year,  as  she  is  not 
able  to  pay  for  it  at  this  time.  She  writes:  "  I  can- 
not tell  you  how  much  good  it  has  done  me.  But 
the  papers  are  too  good  to  keep,  so  I  give  them 
first  to  one  and  then  another,  and  now  I  have  but 
two  copies  in  the  house." 


A  sister  writes:  "  I  wish  each  of  the  brethren 
and  sisters  would  select  some  poor  member,  whom 
they  think  the  Messenger  would  do  good,  and 
send  the  paper  one  year.  This  I  have  resolved  to 
do,  having  selected  one  who  has  had  much  sick- 
ness in  his  family."  The  suggestion  is  a  good  one, 
and,  if  followed,  would  result  in  great  good. 


On  Bro.  Fercken's  letter-heads  is  a  picture  of  the 
golden  candlestick,  with  seven  branches,  and  the 
seven  stars  above.  Below  will  be  found  this  verse: 
"The  seven  stars  are  the  angels  of  the  seven 
churches,  and  the  seven  candlesticks,  which  thou 
sawest,  are  the  seven  churches."  Rev.  I:  20.  We 
hope  to  see  the  day  when  the  seven  churches  of 
Asia  may  be  revived. 


One  of  our  exchanges  tells  of  an  ex-governor 
who  addressed  an  assembly  made  up  of  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-one  men  and  nine  women.  It  was 
at  a  prison.  The  next  night  he  attended  a  prayer 
meeting  at  which  there  were  fifty-two  women  and 
five  men.  Comment  is  not  necessary.  We  may 
easily  understand  why  more  men  than  women  are 
found  in  the  prisons. 


We  suggest  that  a  number  of  the  churches  gi»e 
their  home  ministers  a  chance  to  do  good  work  in 
a  series  of  meetings,  and  then  remember  them  tem- 
porally. We  are  not  opposed  to  traveling  evan- 
gelists; they  seem  to  be  a  necessity,  but  if  many  °> 
the  home  ministers  had  the  substantial  encourage- 
ment that  is  received  by  these  evangelists,  they,  m 
many  instances,  would  do  just  as  good  work. 


October  17, 
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The  last  issue  of  the  Messenger  contained  one 
hundred  and  nine  items  and  articles  of  reading 
matter  in  addition  to  the  twenty-five  obituaries  and 
tWo  hundred  announcements,  making  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four  in  all.  The  man  who  can  get 
all  this  matter  together,  and  arrange  it  for  the 
press,  week  after  week,  without  making  a  mistake 
now  and  then,  would  be  welcomed  at  this  office. 
We  wonder  if  our  readers  appreciate  the  variety  of 
reading  that  is  appearing  in  these  columnsl 

Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  returned  from  North  Dakota 
last  week,  feeling  quite  cheerful  and  very  much 
pleased  with  his  visit  among  the  Brethren  in  and 
around  Cando.  He  preached  in  Cando  Saturday 
night,  Sunday  morning  at  10:30,  and  attended  a 
Sunday  school  at  11:30.  At  3:30  he  preached  at 
a  point  eight  miles  out  in  the  country,  and  then 
in  the  town  again  in  the  evening.  This  is  the  way 
for  a  preacher,  visiting  a  new  country,  to  spend 
the  Lord's  Day.  Too  many  are  disposed  to  spend 
this  day  looking  at  the  country.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  a  series  of  meetings  at  Franklin  Grove,  111. 


The  editor  of  the  Christian  Standard,  now  and 
then,  reads  the  members  of  the  Disciple  church  a 
lesson  on  desecrating  the  house  of  God,  etc.,  that 
ought  to  have  its  influence  for  good.  In  a  recent 
issue  he  says:  "  The  Standard  is  persuaded  that  the 
whole  pay  entertainment  business  in  church  affairs 
is  contrary  to  both  sound  Gospel  principles  and  a 
wise  expediency.  Jesus  overturned  the  tables  of 
the  money-changers  in  the  temple  and  drove  out 
those  who  sold  doves.  Somehow  it  is  felt  that 
his  attitude  toward  the  traffickers  in  the  temple 
wonld  be  his  attitude  toward  money -making  in 
the  house  of  God  now.  The  honesty  of  purpose 
of  good  men  and  women  who  mistakenly  think  that 
this  way  of  raising  money  for  the  church  is  a  right 
one,  is  not  called  in  question,  but  an  honest  motive, 
however  intense,  must  not  allow  one  to  antagonize 
the  Word  of  God." 


,/  THE  DOCTRINAL  NUMBER. 

We  are  now  arranging  to  issue  a  doctrinal  num- 
ber of  the  Messenger,  containing  well-prepared 
articles,  setting  forth  the  leading  features  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  Brethren  church.  The  paper  is  to 
be  widely  distributed  in  all  parts  of  this  country, 
and  will  doubtless  be  the  means  of  inducing  not  a 
few  to  accept  the  true  form  of  Christianity. 

It  will  probably  be  the  largest  edition  of  the 
Messenger  ever  published,  and  we  hope  to  have 
the  matter  the  very  best.  The  General  Mission 
Board  is  arranging  to  distribute  at  least  ten  thou- 
sand copies,  and  we  now  suggest  that  State  Mis- 
sion Boards,  and  churches,  as  well  as  individuals, 
send  in  orders  and  procure  copies  for  distribution 
among  those  who  should  know  more  of  our  faith 
and  practice. 

Copies  of  this  doctrinal  issue  will  be  sent  post- 
paid at  the  rate  of  Si. 00  per  hundred.  Hundreds 
of  churches  might  take  large  quantities,  to  distrib- 
ute among  the  friends.  State  Boards  should  make 
use  of  hundreds,  and  individuals  can  find  no  better 
way  of  spreading  the  truth.  Those  wishing  copies 
will  send  in  their  orders  at  once,  so  we  will  know 
how  many  to  print.  The  cash  should  accompany 
all  orders. 


OUR  CONFERENCE  FOR  1897. 

During  our  stay  in  Maryland,  recently,  it  was  our 
privilege  to  visit  the  beautiful  city  of  Frederick, 
which  has  been  selected  as  the  location  for  our 
nc*t  Annual  Conference.  We  were  kindly  and 
courteously  received  by  our  brother  P.  D.  Fahrney 
ar"d  his  family.  The  doctor  and  his  son,  who  is  al- 
so a  brother  and  a  practicing  physician,  manufac- 
ture the  Victor  Remedies.  An  appointment  had 
°een  made  in  the  Brethren's  church  in  the  city,  but, 
°wing  to  the  fact  that  our  train  was  an  hour  late 
we  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  attending  the 
meeting. 


We  did,  however,  have  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  look  about  the  city  and  take  a  view  of  the 
grounds  where  the  meeting  is  to  be  held.  With 
Bro.  Fahrney  as  our  guide  we  were  driven  about 
the  city  and  to  the  place  where  our  Conference  will 
assemble  on  the  eighth  of  June,  1897.  We  were  well 
pleased  with  the  place  and  especially  with  the  fine 
shade-trees  that  abound.  These  will  afford  a  grate- 
ful retreat  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  if  next  summer 
should  prove  as  warm  as  the  last  has  been.  Taking 
all  together  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  locating 
Committee  have  made  a  very  good  selection  for  the 
Conference. 

There  are  a  number  of  buildings  already  on  the 
grounds  that  will  be  used  for  the  meeting.  There 
are  dining-rooms,  sleeping-rooms,  and  committee- 
rooms  in  abundance,  and  about  the  only  building 
that  will  have  to  be  constructed  will  be  the  Taber- 
nacle. The  citizens  of  Frederick  have  generously 
offered  to  put  up  a  large  Tabernacle,  with  all  other 
necessary  buildings,  entirely  free  of  all  cost  to  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements.  This  is  an  important 
consideration,  for,  as  a  rule,  the  cost  of  providing 
necessary  buildings  is  the  heaviest  expense  con- 
nected with  preparing  for  the  Conference.  The 
buildings  will  be  furnished  free  and  when  the 
meeting  adjourns,  the  grounds  will  be  taken  charge 
of  by  the  citizens  and  the  Brethren  relieved  of  all 
further  care. 

The  railway  facilities  are  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired. Frederick  is  on  the  line  of  both  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Central 
Railways.  These  important  trunk  lines,  with  their 
numerous  branches,  reach  nearly  all  parts  of  our 
Brotherhood,  east  of  Chicago,  and  are  in  close  con- 
nection, at  the  latter  city,  with  all  the  roads 
threading  the  Great  West.  The  advantage  of  hav- 
ing good  railway  facilities  for  our  Conferences, 
where  such  large  numbers  of  people  are  to  be 
handled  cannot  be  overestimated,  and  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of  by  locating  committees. 

Ample  accommodations  will  also  be  provided 
for  lodging  those  who  may  attend  the  Conference. 
There  is  something  of  the  old-time  southern  hos- 
pitality about  the  people  of  Maryland,  an  example 
of  which  we  had  at  Hagerstown  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  homes  of  the  citizens  were  opened  to  the 
reception  of  our  people  and  every  pulpit  in  the 
city  was  placed  at  our  disposal.  Frederick,  we  are 
sure,  will  not  suffer  in  this  respect  by  comparison 
with  her  sister  city. 

In  addition  to  other  advantages,  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  R.  R.,  always  friendly  to  our  people, 
have  offered  substantial  aid  to  help  make  the 
meeting  a  success.  We  are  not  informed  as  to 
what  action  the  Pennsylvania  Road  has  taken, 
but  presume  it  will  also  assist.  The  local  Elec- 
tric Railways  are  also  under  agreement  to  pay 
from  five  to  ten  per  cent  of  their  earnings,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  meeting,  to  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements.  It  would  appear  from  these 
facts  that  there  will  not  be  a  deficiency  to  make 
up  at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 

Frederick  is  in  close  proximity  to  our  National 
Capital,  and  an  opportunity  will  be  enjoyed  by 
those  who  desire  to  do  so  to  visit  our  nation's 
home,  with  but  little  additional  expense. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  Brethren  having  the  mat- 
ter in  hand,  have  made  a  very  good  selection  as 
to  location  for  our  next  Conference.  We  are  also 
confident  that  the  Brethren  of  Eastern  Maryland 
will  demonstrate  to  the  Brotherhood  that  they  can 
conduct  a  Conference  successfully.  In  this  we 
wish  them  abundant  success,  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  all  who  want  to  see  a  good  meeting  at 
Frederick  next  year.  And  surely  we  will  all  hope 
and  pray  that  success  may  crown  their  efforts. 

d.  L.  M. 


WHO  IS  NEAREST  RIGHT? 

This  is  one  of  the  questions  that  is  worthy  of 
serious  and  intelligent  discussion  by  us  as  a  peo- 
ple, so  that  we  may  not  unwittingly  pass  such  judg- 
ment upon  others  that  will  condemn  ourselves. 
We  designedly  use  the  word  "  nearest,"  because  we 
take  the  position  that  no  church  has  found  and 
holds  the  right,  as  an  ultimate.  An  ultimate  is 
that  beyond  which  there  is  nothing  and  can  be 
nothing.  It  must  be  the  Godlike,  which  is  beyond 
human  ken. 

In  ethics  we  first  determine  the  powers  of  the 
soul  and  then  seek  a  practical  application  of  these 
powers  in  our  daily  life,— such  as  will  tend  to  our 
highest  good,  as  a  factor  in  bringing  about  the 
greatest  good  to  the  world.  To  do  this,  we  must 
first  determine  the  ultimate  rule  of  right.  This 
rule  must  be  of  such  a  character  as  will  leave  noth- 
ing back  of  it,  nothing  undetermined,  nothing  to 
be  developed,  and  it  must  be  universal  in  its  ap- 
plication, because  right  is  not  a  thing  but  a  princi- 
ple, and  is  right  wherever  and  whenever  found. 

After  this  rule  philosophers,  for  thousands  of 
years,  have  been  seeking  and  searching,  and,  pre- 
sumably, only  have  found  the  basis  upon  which  it 
must  be  founded.  So,  in  seeking  after  an  ultimate 
right  for  our  religious  belief  and  practice.  We 
have  found  the  basis  upon  which  this  rule  of  right 
must  be  founded, — the  revelation  of  the  Son  of 
God,  as  we  have  it  in  the  Bible.  But  in  all  the 
seeking  and  searching,  no  man,  no  church,  no  peo- 
ple have  been  able  to  find  the  ultimate,  as  a  rule 
to  believe  and  practice.  Though,  for  the  last 
eighteen  hundred  years,  we  have  had  a  world  of 
searching,  and,  as  a  result,  hundreds  of  theories, 
beliefs,  systems  and  sects  have  been  formulated, 
accepted  and  lived,  yet  the  question  to-day  still  is, 
Who  is  nearest  right,  or  what  church  is  living  near- 
est the  ultimate  rule  of  right,  as  defined  by  Chris- 
tian ethics? 

All  churches  accept,  as  their  standard,  the  com- 
mon and  only  safe  basis,  but  differ  in  the  inter- 
pretation and  application.  And  while  all  have 
some  of  the  elements  of  this  "  ultimate  rule,"  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  some  have  more, — come 
nearer  to  the  right  than  do  others.  But  who  is  to 
decide  who  has  the  more  and  who  the  less?  If  we 
were  to  let  each  church  make  its  own  decision, 
how  many  would  be  willing  to  say:  We  admit  that 
we  have  the  least  and  are  farthest  away  from  the 
truth?  Every  single  one  would  say:  "We  have  the 
truth.  Our  church  is  built  on  the  Gospel  of 
Christ." 

This  is  exactly  the  way  we  say  it,  and  it  is  what 
we  ought  to  say,  because  we  are  honestly  and  con- 
scientiously trying  to  do  so.  More  than  this, — we 
believe  that  we  are,  in  principle,  if  not  in  practice, 
living  more  in  harmony  with  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  Gospel  than  any  other  church.  This,  too, 
is  right,  because  we  should  all  desire  to  get  as 
near  to  the  ultimate  right  as  it  is  possible  for 
us  to  get  and,  as  long  as  there  is  a  better  beyond 
us,  we  are  not  next  to  the  ultimate,  and  there  is 
where  we  should  all  stand.  If  we  find  that  we  are 
not,  then  we  should  decide  to  do  just  one  of  two 
things, — we  should  either  step  over  to  the  church 
that  has  more  of  the  elements  of  the  right,  or  we 
should  raise  our  own  church  up  to  that  standard; 
in  which  case  the  two  would  be  one. 

But,  granting  that  we  are  nearer  to  the  ultimate 
standard  of  truth  than  all  others,  is  it  not  unpar- 
donable egotism  on  our  part  to  pass  wholesale 
condemnation  against  those  who  stand  next  to  us, 
and  call  them  the  basest  of  hypocrites  for  the  most 
unreasonable  of  all  reasons, — because  they  hold 
and  practice  more  of  the  truth  than  many  others? 

There  is  this  terse  saying  in  Christian  ethics: 
"  Reasonable  men  ought  to  act  reasonably."  Now 
look  at  this  mode  of  reasoning  a  moment  and  see 
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where  it  will  place  us.  Carrying  out  this  mode  of 
reasoning  and  we  have  the  following  conclusion: 
Because  those  who  come  next  to  us  in  accepting 
and  living  the  truth,  are  greater  hypocrites  than 
those  who  have  less  respect  for  the  truth;  there- 
fore, because  we  are  having  still  more  and  living 
nearer  the  truth,  we  are  the  greatest  of  hypocrites. 
This  is  i  logical  conclusion,  and  there  is  no  pos- 
sible way  of  avoiding  it  unless  we  take  the  posi- 
tion that  we  have  reached  that  state  that  we  call 
perfection  and  thus  have  found  the  ultimate  of  the 
divine  rule  of  right.  And  this  we,  as  a  church,  nev- 
er claimed,  and  never  can  claim.  The  fact  that 
we  have  our  District  and  Annual  Conferences,  to 
determine  our  rules  of  right,  and  that  we  always 
have  plenty  to  do  at  these  meetings,  is  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  where  we  stand  in  relation  to  the 
ultimate  right. 

If  every  approach  towards  the  truth  is  not  com- 
mendable, where  is  the  incentive  for  laboring  to 
make  the  world  better?  Why  not  help  the  world 
down  into  sin  and  darkness,  so  that,  by  the  con- 
trast, the  light  may  shine  the  more  brightly? 
This  is  not  the  Lord's  way.  He  does  not  want  us 
to  make  darkness  that  the  light  may  shine,  but  he 
wants  us  to  make  light  that  the  darkness  may  be 
dispelled.  No,  my  brother,  let  us,  in  no  way,  set 
our  seal  of  commendation  on  those  who  are  far- 
thest from  the  Truth,  to  the  discouragement  of 
those  who  are  honestly  seeking  after  it  and  de- 
siring, as  nearly  as  possible,  to  live  up  to  its  teach- 
ings and  precepts.  That  other  churches  have  done 
much  in  giving  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to  the 
world  we  all  know.  While  we  are  doing  well  in 
holding  before  the  world  primitive  Christianity  to 
as  high  a  standard  as  we  can,  under  prevailing  cir- 
cumstances, yet  we  have  been  wanting  in  some  of 
the  great  doctrines  of  Christ.  Prominent  among 
them  is  missionary  work.  "  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,"  etc.,  has  been  too  long  to  us  a  dead  letter. 

If  we  have  arrived  at  that  standard  when  it  can 
be  said  of  us  that  we  are  dojng  what  we  can,  let 
us  rejoice  in  this,  hoping  that  God  will  so  measure 
us.  And  as  to  others,  let  us  refrain  from  passing 
judgment,  lest,  in  condemning  them  we  may  con 
demn  ourselves. 

It  is  the  will  of  our  Heavenly  Father  that  all 
men  shall  be  saved,  and  as  salvation  is  a  person- 
al matter,  all  men  and  all  women  are  personally 
interested  in  the  salvation  of  their  own  souls, 
so  that  there  can  be  no  motive  for  men  to  be  in- 
sincere, and  we  should  not  so  judge  them.  There 
are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  honest  workers  for 
Christ,  who  have  taken  their  lives  in  their  own 
hands  and  gone  into  heathen  lands  to  erect  there 
the  standard  of  the  cross.  If  they  are  not  giving 
all  the  light,  let  us  thank  God  that  they  are  opening 
the  way,  and  let  us  follow  with  the  fuller  light,  so 
that  the  darkness  of  sin  and  idolatry  may  be  the 
more  fully  dispelled  and  the  Christ  be  made  the  ob- 
ject of  worship. 

We  believe  that  we,  as  a  church,  have  a  great 
work  to  do  in  the  world  and  we  should  do  it  with 
all  our  might.  But  we  are  yet  too  small  and  have 
accomplished  too  little  to  stand  up  and  pass  whole- 
sale judgment  against  all  others  because  they  do 
not  do  exactly  as  we  do.  It  is  a  shame  but  it  is 
true  and  human-like  for  us  to  be  most  jealous 
towards  those  who  are  nearest  to  us.  It  grows  out 
of  the  spirit  of  competition  in  business  and  poli- 
tics, but  should  not  be  so  in  working  to  save  souls. 
The  parents  approve  the  conduct  of  their  children 
in  proportion  as  they  succeed  in  doing  their  will. 
So  does  our  Heavenly  Father.  If  we  cannot  do  it 
fully,  let  us  strive  to  do  it  as  nearly  as  we  can. 

In  discussing  this  subject  we  did  not  expect  to 
answer  the  question,  but  simply  call  such  attention 
to  it  as  will  cause  us  to  do  some  careful  and  candid 
thinking,  before  we  draw  our  conclusions  or  pass 


our  decisions.  This  is  a  great  world  in  which  we 
live.  A  great  many  people  live  in  it  whom  we 
have  never  seen,  and  who  have  never  heard  of  us, 
and  never  will  unless  we  bestir  ourselves  more  than 
we  have  done.  It  is  a  long  world  from  north  to 
south, — and  wide, — much  wider  than  some  of  us. 
What  we  need  is  a  little  stretching.  Think  on 
these  things.  Let  a  man  so  examine  himself  and 
so  let  him  speak.  h.  b.  b. 


— *  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *~~ - 


WITH  A  FLUTTER  OF  WINQS. 


Come  lovely  thoughts,  bright-hued  and  delicate, 
Like  little  birds  down  fluttering  through  the  air, 

And  perch  about  in  most  enchanting  state. 
And  then  I  think  to  catch  the  fairy  forms, 

To  shut  them  in  a  golden  cage  of  words, 
Keeping  them  safe  from  outer  cold  and  storms, 

That  1  may  show  to  men  my  singing  birds. 
With  pen  or  pencil  then  I  try  to  trace, 

But  the  shy  elves  love  freedom  more  than  bars, 
Their  home  is  in  the  boundless  spirit-space, 

They  fly  away,  and  soar  among  the  stars. 

— C.  H.  Crandall,  in  S.  S.  Times. 


TOO  MUCH  SYMPATHY. 


BY  JACOB  S.  MOHLEK. 


Some  of  the  things  we  see  and  hear  impress  the 
mind  more  forcibly  than  others.  Many  Christian 
mothers,  these  days,  have  too  much  so-called  sym- 
pathy for  the  good  of  their  children.  It  is  right 
for  mothers  to  have  genuine  love  and  pure  sympa- 
thy for  their  children,  so  as  to  teach  them  to  love 
Jesus  and  then  to  bring  them  up  in  a  way  that  will 
prepare  them  for  the  Lord.  The  Lord  has  need 
of  the  children  when  they  become  men  and  women, 
to  carry  on  his  grand  work,  and  will  hold  us  re- 
sponsible as  to  how  we  bring  therrfup  for  him. 

Too  much  sympathy  and  a  love  of  display  will 
lead  children  on  the  brnad  road  that  leads  to  death. 
The  atmosphere  on  that  road  is  exceedingly  un- 
healthful.  Many  get  spiritually  diseased,  sicken 
and  die,  for  the  want  of  a  better  atmosphere,  a 
proper  spiritual  influence.  To  die  on  that  road  is 
painful  and  sad  to  contemplate.  Too  much  sym- 
pathy will  permit  children  to  have  their  own  way. 
This  is  not  good  for  them.  By  and-by  they  be- 
come insubordinate  and  talk  unkindly  to  their  par- 
ents, which  is  not  pleasant. 

A  love  of  display  will  place  many  unnecessary 
fineries  on  the  children  that  will  prove  detrimental 
to  good  spiritual  health.  Children  appear  most 
handsome  in  plain,  neat  attire.  The  tenor  of  the 
whole  New  Testament  condemns  fine  and  orna- 
mental dressing  When  such  children  become  old- 
er, their  own  way  is  permanently  fixed.  The  fine 
eye  has  deposited  the  seed  of  pride  and  fashion  in 
their  tender  little  hearts  and  there  it  remains. 

The  fruit  of  this  is  made  manifest  in  later  years. 
Parents,  in  not  giving  their  children  proper  instruc- 
tion and  correction  while  young,  and  tender  in 
mind  and  spirit,  will,  in  later  years,  realize  that 
their  Christian  influence  towards  their  children  is 
largely  lost.  This  often  causes  troubled  hearts 
and  anxious  desire  that  they  might  become  true 
and  faithful  members  of  the  church  of  God,  but, 
for  the  want  of  proper  correction  and  instruction, 
they  make  choice  of  wrong,  and  follow  the  ways  of 
the  world.  Apparently  they  have  lost  all  taste  for 
religious  life. 

There  is  but  one  remedy  to  bring  such  into  a 
spiritual,  healthy  condition  again.  The  Heavenly 
Physician  must  be  called  for  the  case,  and  the  rem- 
edy applied  as  prescribed.  But  many  become  so 
spiritually  diseased,  sick  and  weakly,  and  their 
taste  for  Christian  holiness  has  become  so  very 
deficient,  that  it  takes  a  great  deal  of  persuasion 
to  get  them  to  take  the  Heavenly  Healer's  remedy, 
for  it  is  so  repulsive  to  their  fixed  taste.  We,  as 
parents  of  children,  should  see  that  we  teach  them 
the  bright  and  good  side  of  life.  Then  the  remedy 
for  a  fully-consecrated  life  to  God  can  be  easily  ap- 


plied. It  is  safe  to  take  the  Apostle  Paul's  advi 
on  this  important  matter,  "And  ye  fathers  provoke 
not  your  children  to  wrath,  but  bring  them  up  ; 
the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord."  Eph  fi- 
ll. "  Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  and 
when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  prov 
22:  6. 

Covington,  Ohio. 


JESUS  ALL  AND  IN  ALL.' 


BY  EMMA  Sl'ICKLER. 


"  If  ye  love  me  keep  my  commandments," — John  14:  10. 

From  this  scripture  we  infer  that  those  who  do 
not  keep  his  commandments,  do  not  love  him. 
Ths  is  the  test.  We  hear  so  much  about  "loving 
Jesus,"  and  yet,  how  many  of  those  who  are  pro- 
claiming it  by  mouth  are  saying  by  their  actions, 
that  his  words  are  meaningless! 

Can  we  say  that  we  love  father  and  mother  and 
then  openly  disregard  their  wise  counsel?  How 
quickly  would  we  question  the  sincerity  of  such  a 
child. 

Thus  I  am  often  made  to  wonder  if  we  are  lov- 
ing our  Blessed  Jesus  as  we  should.  Pause  a  mo- 
ment and  consider,  Is  it  not  a  sad  thought  indeed, 
to  profess  to  love  Jesus  and  then  live  at  so  great  a 
distance  from  him? 

Think  what  a  dear  loving  Savior  is  ours  and  how 
willingly  we  should  offer  ourselves  a  living  sacrifice 
to  meet  his  approval  1 

Again;  we  are  bidden  to  love  him  with  all  our 
mind,  soul  and  strength.  This  leaves  no  room  for 
the  world,  for  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  love  Jesus 
and  the  world  at  the  same  time.  Our  affections 
must  not  and  can  not  be  divided,  if  we  would  be  his 
loving,  obedient  children.  "  I  have  espoused  you 
to  one  husband  that  I  may  present  you  as  a  chaste 
virgin  to  Christ."  2  Cor.  11:  2.  This  leaves  no 
time  to   play  cards  or  croquet;  no  time  to  go  to 
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to    "lay    apart    all    superfluity    of   naughti^/ 
ness,"  and  are  not  to  be  conformed^to  this  world. 

How  do  we  treat  our  dear  earthly  friendi? 
Would  we  persist  in  doing  that  which  is  contrary 
to  their  wish  and  desire,  or  do  we  hesitate  to 
speak  a  word  for  them  if  necessary?  No,  no,  we 
hear  you  say.  But  how  about  Jesus,  that  Friend 
that  sticketh  closer  than  a  brother?  Can  we  say 
that  Jesus  is  all  and  in  all  and  yet  not  do  the 
things  which  he  bids  us? 

Ah,  my  dear  brother  and  sister,  it  means  a 
great  deal  to  consecrate  our  all  to  Je 
doing  it?  How  many  consecrate  ei 
unto  the  Lord?  Yet  Jesus  said,  "  If  a 
the  world  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 
1  John  2:  15. 

"But,"  says  one,  "I  do  not  have  my  heart  on 
these  things  and  I  don't  see  how  this  or  that  can 
hurt  me.  Let  us  see!  John  says,  "All  that  is  in 
the  world,  the  lust  of  flesh,  and  the  lust  of  the  eyes, 
and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of 
the  world."  I  John  2;  16.  "Be  not  deceived;  God 
is  not  mocked:  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that 
shall  he  also  reap."  I  remember  it  was  pride  that 
caused  Israel's  downfall,  and  it  is  very  evident  that 
it  is  likewise  destroying  our  power  for  good  to-day. 
Dear  sisters,  I  feel  we  need  a  stirring  up  along 
this  line.  Can  we  not  have  more  time  for  medita- 
tion and  prayer?  God  hates  a  proud  look.  Then, 
how  can  we  spend  our  precious  moments,  which 
God  has  given  us,  to  glorify  and  honor  his  name, 
in  decorating  these  poor  bodies,  simply  for  the 
gratification  of  the  flesh,  and,  by  so  doing,  openly 
confess  we  are  "  proud?  " 

"Whose  adorning  let  it  not  be  that  outward 
adorning  of  plaiting  the  hair,  and  wearing  of  gold, 
or  of  putting  on  of  apparel."     1  Pet.  3:  3- 

Let  us  be  more  diligent  in  the  study  of  Gods 
Word  and  more  willing  to  follow  in  his  humble 
footsteps,  and  thus  show  to  the  world  that  we  are 
not  ashamed  of  Jesus,  but  that  we  love  his  humble, 
self-sacrificing  principles,  and  are  willing  to  make 
him  our  "all  and  in  alll"  Jesus  is  coming  again- 
May  we  be  found  among  the  number  who  are  pur 
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•  heart,  having  that  perfect  love  which  casteth  out 
11  fear.  0  may  we  labor  to  have  Satan's  altars  re- 
moved from  our  hearts  and  from  our  homes,  and 
may  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  enthroned  as  the  Lord 
„f  all!     Then  can  we  truthfully  sing: 


•Myje 


Polo,  III. 


;us,  I  love  thee 
For  thee  all  the  follit 


THE  HIGHER  LIFE. 


BY  ALBERT  HOLLINGEK. 


---*  CORRESPONDENCE  1 


lend  II 


EyChurch  News  solicited  tor  this  Department.  It  you  have  had  m  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  nama  of  church,  county  and  state.  Bcbrlel.  Notes  of  Travel  should  t» 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  advertislcs.  columns  aliord  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 


In  last  week's  Messenger  our  dear  editor  refers 
to  a  devout  sister  who  yearns  for  reading  that  will 
help  lift  her  to  that  higher  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
further  says,  "We  have  long  felt  that  we  stand 
greatly  in  need  of  more  earnest  and  careful  teach- 
ing along  this  line,  and  that  there  is  a  life  leading 
to  a  plane  above  all  rites  and  ceremonies, — a  life 
of  fellowship  with  the  divine  that  both  inspires 
and  purines  and  is  the  life  of  absolute  loyalty  on 
the  one  hand,  and  unbounded  trust  on  the  oth- 
er,—a  l'fe  of  spirituality  so  deep-seated  in  our  na- 
ture as  to  be  clearly  manifested  in  all  our  acts  and 
conversation." 

God  bless  the  dear  sister,  and  editor,  for  bringing 
before  the  Brotherhood  again  a  theme  so  wonder- 
ful, so  precious,  when  comprehended.  Look  again, 
dear  reader,  at  the  description  our  editor  gives  of 
that  life.  I  imagine  I  can  feel  his  heart-throbs  as 
he  wrote  those  few  inspired  lines.  Well  may  he 
pray  the  Savior  to  help  more  of  us  to  reach  that 
plane  upon  which  we  meet  our  Divine  Lord  and 
rest  our  souls  in  his  sweet  presence  while  we  re- 
ceive of  his  fulness! 

This  is  nothing  short  of  our  life  being  hid  with 
Christ  in  God.  It  is  sorrow  turned  into  joy.  John 
16:  20.  It  is  the  joy  that  no  man  taketh  from  you. 
John  16:  22.  It  is  living  the  life  of  Christ.  Philpp. 
1:21.  It  is  talking,  walking,  eating,  and  sleeping 
in  the  great  Jehovah.  It  is  living  so  far  above  the 
.sins  of  the  world  that  they  do  not  defile  our  gar- 
*ments.  Then  we  will  see  nothing  but  vanity  in  the 
(pleasures  and  fashions  of  the  world  and  in  our  bod- 
ies sin  and  corruption.  It  is  the  wisdom  and  power 
of  God.  O  for  utterance  to  tell  what  it  is!  The 
half  cannot  be  told  on  this  side  of  the  starry  skies. 

Come,  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  let  us  get  up!  It 
is  a  high  way.  There  are  pleasures  untold  up  there! 
There  is  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  up  in 
that  higher  life,— sweetness  such  as  angels  enjoy. 
Come  away  from  your  trifling  toys  and  all  that  de- 
prives you  of  this  precious  life,  and  view  the 
scenes  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  in  the  kingdom  of 
our  God! 

The  dear  sister  yearns  for  reading  that  will  help 
lift  her  to  a  higher  life.  Take  up  the  blessed  Bible! 
You  will  find  in  it  the  wisdom  of  God.  It  is  a  won- 
derful revelation.  Can  it  be  that  you  have  been 
reading  the  writings  of  the  holy  apostles  and  not 
found  the  sacrifice  for  sin  and  the  way  of  life? 
Perhaps  you  read  in  the  absence  of  the  Holy 
Ghost?  If  so  you  will  never  see  the  beauty  of  ho- 
liness. I  fear  there  is  much  reading  and  preach- 
ing, singing  and  praying  in  the  absence  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit.  What  a  disappointment  to  men,  angels 
and  the  Divine  Spirit! 

To  attain  to  the  higher  life,  reading,  preaching, 
praying  and  all  we  do  must  be  done  in  the  light 
and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  You  will  find  what 
you  are  longing  for  in  the  glorious  Gospel.  Search 
it  diligently  but  not  without  the  great  Pilot,  and 
when  you  find  you  are  deficient,  fill  up  with  the 
fullness  of  Christ,  "  for  our  completeness  is  in  him." 
Col.  2:  10.  When  you  find  you  are  doing  wrong, 
repent  and  sin  no  more.  Spend  not  a  little  time 
in  communication  with  your  God  and  reading 
his  blessed  Word.  An  hour,  occasionally,  with 
"  Glimpses  of  Jesus,"  (by  C.  H.  Balsbaugh)  will  re- 
move the  scales  from  your  eyes  and  open  to  your 
vision  glorious  scenes  in  the  spiritual  kingdom. 

But,  alas,  how  few  are  willing  to  live  on  the  only 
terms  possible  for  God  to  offer.     "I  am  crucified 
with  Christ."     Here  and  only  here  life  is  found, — 
the  life  that  has  true  abiding  joy  in  it. 
.       Washington,  D.  C. 


Prom  Carlisle,  Ark. 

Aug.  29  the  writer  was  called  to  Bridge  Bend, 
Prairie  County,  to  hold  some  meetings.  In  com- 
pany with  Bro.  George  Buckmaster  we  held  three 
meetings,  and  upon  inquiry  we  found  seven  appli- 
cants for  baptism.  These  were  baptized  on  Sun- 
day, amid  a  large  crowd  of  spectators.  Some  came 
for  miles,  to  see  baptism  by  trine  immersion.  Sept. 
19  we  went  to  Cilestine,  about  three  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  above-named  place,  held 
three  meetings,  and  baptized  three  more  applicants. 
At  Cilestine,  we  had  been  holding  regular  meet- 
ings for  about  three  years,  though  during  the 
last  year  they  had  no  meetings.  There  are  others 
that  are  very  near  ready  to  accept  the  Gospel  and 
obey  it.  The  work,  here  in  the  South,  is  somewhat 
slow.  The  people  are  mostly  poor,  especially  in 
the  country,  and  their  manner  of  living  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  Northern  people.  To  be 
successful  in  mission  work,  the  minister  and  also 
other  members  must  be  sociable,  and  especially 
those  coming  here  from  the  North.  Northern  peo- 
ple must  also  get  accustomed  to  their  ways,  and 
associate  with  the  people  as  much  as  possible. 

Yesterday,  Sept.  26,  was  our  quarterly  council. 
All  of  our  new  converts  were  present.  The  busi- 
ness was  transacted  in  a  spirit  of  love.  It  was  de- 
cided to  hold  our  love  feast  at  Bridge  Bend,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  members  and  the  work  at  that  place. 
May  God's  blessings  be  with  the  work  everywhere! 
Chas.  E.  Delp. 

Sept.  .27.  _>_ 

From  Liberty  Church,  Adams  Co.,  111. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  5,  this  church  met  in  regular 
quarterly  council.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in 
a  Christian  spirit.  Bro.  G.  B.  Heeter,  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.,  was  with  us  and  commenced  a 
series  of  meetings.  During  the  first  week  of  the 
meeting  the  weather  was  pleasant,  and  the  attend- 
ance good  and  constantly  increasing,  until,  on  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday  nights,  the  house  was  crowded 
and  many  staid  on  the  outside,  while  others  re- 
turned home  on  account  of  a  lack  of  room  in  the 
church.  The  next  week  the  rain  hindered  from 
attending  but  still  there  was  a  fair  attendance. 

On  Saturday  Sept.  19,  we  held  our  love  feast. 
There  were  upwards  of  seventy  at  the  tables. 
While  there  was  a  large  number  of  spectators,— the 
best  of  order  prevailed.  We  had,  indeed,  an  enjoya- 
ble feast.  It  was  thought  best  to  continue  the  meet- 
ing for  another  week.  This  resulted  in  six  acces- 
sions. We  had  a  glorious  meeting.  Everybody  was 
interested  and  working  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
Master's  cause.  Bro.  Heeter  closed  his  meetings  on 
Sunday  evening,  Sept.  27.  He  is  a  fluent,  forcible 
speaker, — one  who  can  interest  the  listener.  Much 
good  has  been  done  by  his  labors  among  us.  Our 
efficient  and  beloved  elder,  George  W.  Cripe,  as- 
We  feel  greatly  encouraged. 
Robert  B.  Carr. 


we  were  not  many  in  number,  yet  by  heeding 
Rom.  12:  II,  we  had  no  lack.  Our  congrega- 
tion was  not  as  large  as  usual,  on  account  of  rain. 
About  one  hundred  communed,  who,  with  a  goodly 
number  of  our  friends,  comfortably  seated,  filled 
our  house.  The  best  of  order  prevailed.  Eld. 
Brown  officiated.  On  the  day  after  our  feast  he 
preached  a  missionary  sermon,  which  subject  he  did 
justice,  as  he  did  all  others,  while  with  us.  A  col- 
lection was  taken  and  $10  contributed.  Our  congre- 
gations were  not  large,  but  the  attention  was  good. 
Politics  are  running  so  high  that  many  are  not 
enough  interested  in  the  things  that  are  more  need- 
ful. It  seems  this  was  not  the  harvest  time,  but 
much  good  seed  has  been  sown  which,  we  pray  and 
hope,  will  be  gathered  in  the  future.  A  commenda- 
ble feature  of  the  meetings  was  a  number  of  social 
meetings  preceding  the  preaching  services,  in 
which  the  young  members  took  a 
Oct.  2  Bro.  I.  H.  Crist  (my  father) 
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Crist. 


From  Sweden. 


I  left  home  Sept.  9,  walked  six  miles  to  Eslof, 
and  visited  the  scattered  members  there.  Some 
years  ago  this  place  had  a  good  prospect  for  the 
Brethren's  church,  but,  for  the  present  time,  it  is 
not  in  an  encouraging  condition. 

From  Eslof  I  took  the  train  to  Hor.  The  work 
which  had  once  been  started  here  has  retrograded, 
and  there  are  no  members  in  the  place  at  present, 

From  there  I  walked  ten  miles  to  Wanneberga 
and  held  three  meetings  at  three  different  places. 
I  found  the  members  generally  well  and  in  the 
faith.  I  visited  a  few  families  in  their  homes 
Nearly  all  are  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  but  rich 
in  the  Lord.  While  there  were  no  accessions  to 
the  church,  the  few  members  that  reside  there  were 
much  revived  and  built  up  in  the  faith  once  deliver- 
ed unto  the  saints.  Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the 
fruits  that  may  grow  out  of  the  seed  sown  in  these 
meetings. 

From  here  I  returned  home,  encouraged  with  my 
journey.  At  this  writing  I  am  still  at  home.  Dur- 
ing this  winter  I  will  try  to  work  for  the  Lord  and 
the  church  of  his  choice.  Since  my  last  report  one 
dear  brother  has  been  added  to  the  church  here  by 
baptism.  0,  P.  Olin. 

Kjeflinge,  Sept.  18. 


sisted  in  the  meetings. 
Sept.  zB.  


From  Gardner,   Kails. 


Our  council-meeting  was  held  Sept.  12,  at  which 
time  the  annual  visit  was  reported.  The  report  was 
encouraging  and  showed  the  Maple  Grove  church 
to  be  in  a  healthy  condition.  All  business  was  dis- 
posed of  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  At  the  same 
meeting  Bro.  G.  R.  Eller  was  advanced  to  the  sec- 
ond degree  of  the  ministry.  The  undersigned  was 
chosen  as  corresponding  secretary.  Eld.  C  H. 
Brown  was  present  at  the  above  meeting  and  gave 
valuable  aid.  He  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
the  same  evening  and  continued  until  Sept.  29. 

Our  love  feast  was  held  Sept.  18  and  19.  Breth- 
ren Brown  and  L.  M.  Eby,  of  Centrevi«w,  Mo.,  and 
G.    E.   Wise,    of    Olathe,    were    with  us.    Though 


From  the  Salem  Church,  Kan». 

Since  my  last  report  our  church  met  in  council. 
Our  elder,  Bro.  Eby,  was  with  us.  All  business 
was  transacted  with  the  best  of  feeling.  Brethren 
Jacob,  Levi  and  Joseph  Trostle  paid  us  a  visit  and 
did  some  good  preaching  for  us.  This  was  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  our  church  when  three  broth- 
ers in  the  flesh,  and  also  brethren  and  elders  of  the 
church,  met  with  us  to  give  us  such  good  instruc- 
tion. The  Mission  Board  of  Southern  Kansas  met 
at  our  meetinghouse  Sept.  1  and  did  some  efficient 
work  for  the  good  cause.  This  Board,  with  Bro. 
George  Studabaker  as  the  evangelist,  who  is  in  th« 
field  all  the  time,  is  doing  a  noble  work. 

According  to  previous  arrangements,  we  met 
Sept.  26  for  Communion  services.  Our  congrega- 
tion was  small,  on  account  of  inclement  weather. 
Bro.  A.  M.  Dickey,  M.  Keller,  M.  Mishler  and  P. 
Puterbaugh  were  the  visiting  ministers.  Bro.  A.  M. 
Dickey  officiated.  On  Sunday  we  had  a  children's 
meeting,  which  was  interesting,— made  so  by  the 
good  admonitions  of  the  Brethren.  May  the  Lord 
bless  the  efforts  put  forth!  L.  E.  Fahrney. 

Sterling,  Kans.,  Oct.  2. 


From  trie  Shade  Creek  Church,  Pa. 


Barnt- 


On  the  evening  of  Sept.  4,  Bro.  Ja 
house,  of  Markleysburg,  Pa.,  preached  in  the  Scalp 
Level  meetinghouse.  Sept.  5  he  began  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Greenland  churchhouse,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  evening  of  Sept.  21,  preaching,  in 
all,  twenty  sermons,  which  were  very  plain  and 
instructive. 
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There  seemed  to  be  more  than  ordinary  interest 
manifested  by  all  who  attended.  The  house  was 
crowded  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  the  order  was 
excellent.  Fourteen  dear  souls  united  with  the 
church  by  baptism,  and  there  are  still  others  count- 
ing the  cost. 

We  held  our  preparatory  and  quarterly  council 
Sept.  22,  which  was  well  represented.  Hro.  Barnt- 
house  preached  two  sermons  in  the  Berkey  church- 
house.  We  closed  our  meetings  with  our  lovefeast, 
which  was  held  on  Sept.  24.  We  were  sorry  that 
Bro.  Barnthousc  could  not  stay  longer  with  us, 
as  the  interest  in  the  meetings  was  good  and  many 
precious  souls  were  almost  persuaded. 

Bro.  Barnthouse  is  a  zealous  worker  in  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  has  gone  to  other  fields  of  la- 
bor. L.  J.  Lehman. 

Geistown,  Pa.,  Sept.  28. 

From  Eastern  Maryland. 

I  left  home  Aug.  1,  traveling  from  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  to  visit  some  time  in  what  is  known 
as  Eastern  Maryland,  or  "Eastern  Shore."  I 
was  greatly  pleased  with  my  trip  for  different 
reasons.  The  kindness,  received  of  the  people  1 
met,  was  certainly  commendable.  The  beautiful 
country,  the  pleasant  climate  and  the  generosity 
that  seems  to  prevail  among  the  people,  are  re- 
markable. Time  and  space  would  not  permit  me 
to  tell  of  the  beauties  of  that  place,  to  describe  the 
good  crops  and  conveniences,  the  level  and  fertile 
lands,  etc. 

The  most  interesting  feature  is  the  church  with 
her  corps  of  energetic  workers,  presided  over  by 
Bro.  Joshua  King,  one  who  ever  stands  for  the 
right.  With  him  is  Bro.  Levi  Brumbaugh,  who 
is  ever  ready  to  fill  his  position.  The  laity  can  no- 
where be  excelled  for  their  zeal  and  energy  in 
helping  to  carry  on  the  good  cause  of  Christianity. 

Bro.  Rarick,  of  Johnstown,  contemplates  moving 
here  this  fall,  which  will  be  a  good  help  to  the 
church  at  this  place.  Fifteen  years  ago  there  were 
no  Brethren  here.  Now  there  is  a  membership 
of  about  sixty-five,  with  two  good  churchhouses  of 
their  own.  Daniel  Ritchey. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


Sept.  24  we  presided  at  a  council  in  the  Palestine 
church,  Ohio,  where  considerable  business  was  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  Among  the  work  done  was 
one  baptized  and  three  reclaimed. 

Sept.  25  we  had  a  council  in  the  home  church,— 
Donnell's  Creek,— where  we  heard  the  report  of 
the  church  visit,  which  was  favorable.  We  had  a 
pleasant  meeting. 

Sept.  26  we  went  to  a  mission  point  in  Southern 
Ohio,  where  we  had  three  preaching  services  with 
a  fairly  good  attendance  and  interest.  These 
points  need  much  care.  The  enemy  seems  to  get 
in  among  the  sheep,— if  sheep  they  be,— between 
the  visits.  O  what  a  pity  that  some  one  cannot 
be  put  there  permanently  to  care  for  them! 

We  are  now  preaching  in  the  Pleasant  Valley 
church,  Ohio.  We  have  had  three  meetings.  The 
attention  is  good,  though  the  house  is  rather  small 
to  accommodate  the  people.  May  God  bless  the 
wor'<!  Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Oct.  5. 


"On  the  Way." 


I  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Sept.  10,  in 
Hammond,  111.  This  is  a  place  in  which  our  peo- 
ple should  work.  About  one  year  ago  Eld.  D. 
Sommer,  of  the  Disciple  church  (who  will  be  re- 
membered as  having  had  a  debate  with  Eld.  R.  H. 
Miller  some  years  ago)  came  to  Hammond  and 
preached  in  that  house,  setting  forth  the  idea  that 
the  Brethren's  doctrine  is  erroneous,  calling  up  the 
points  such  as  follow: 

1.  That  trine  immersion  is  wrong. 

2.  That  feet-washing  is  wrong  as  a  church  ordi- 
nance. 

3.  That  the  salutation  of  the  kiss  is  wrong,  as 
practiced  by  us. 


4.  That  the  love  feast,  or  Lord's  Supper,  should 
be  eaten  upon  the  first  day  of  the  week. 

5.  That  we  eat  the  Jewish  passover. 

6.  That  the  anointing  is  not  essential. 

7.  That  wearing  long  hair  is  forbidden  by  Paul 
I  Cor.  11. 

8.  That  wearing  gold,  if  presented  by  a  friend, 
would  be  right. 

9.  The  prayer-covering,  as  taught  by  the  Breth- 
ren, was  wrong,  etc. 

These  points  were  all  packed  into  one  sermon, 
with  much  ridicule  and  hilarity. 

Both  the  Disciples  and  Methodist  people  have 
houses  of  worship,  and  being  different  in  faith, 
the  M.  E.  people  were  anxious  to  have  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Brethren  church  come  and  reply  to  Mr. 
Sommer's  sermon  on  those  points  of  differences. 
We  have  a  few  members,  living  from  two  to  four 
miles  away.  Bro.  Martin  J.  McClure  was  called 
upon  to  preach  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible,  as  we 
understand  it.  Bro.  McClure  took  each  point  into 
one  sermon,  making  a  week's  meetings  or  more. 

These  meetings  were  held  in  the  M.  E.  church, 
and  caused  considerable  stir.  After  waiting  one 
year,  Bro.  McClure  was  called  back  to  preach 
five  more  sermons,  which  he  did  with  marked  abili- 
ty. At  the  close  of  these  sermons  the  writer  com- 
menced the  next  evening.  The  M.  E.  people  had 
agreed,  or  rather  offered,  their  house  to  our  people 
for  two  weeks.  After  I  preached  four  sermons, 
there  seemed  to  be  an  anxiety  by  the  M.  E.  peo- 
ple to  use  the  house  occasionally,  which  was  done  to 
break  our  interest.  One  of  their  members  told  our 
people  that  they  were  afraid  that  we  might  break 
into  their  ranks,  so  we  were  crowded  out  into  a 
hall,  that  was  soon  packed  full  of  good  listeners. 
We  continued  for  two  weeks  and  then  closed. 
Some  of  those  people  were  like  David  of  old, 
— made  to  "think  upon  their  way."  A  Baptist  la- 
dy told  me  that  we  were  "plowing  the  ground 
for  others  to  reap." 

One  great  drawback  to  the  work  in  Hammond 
is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  Brethren  have  no 
churchhouse  there.  If  a  house  of  worship  could  be 
built,  and  regular  preaching  services  and  Sunday 
school  sustained,  there  might  be  a  band  of  work- 
ers organized.  Some  have  expressed  a  desire  to 
be  with  us,  but  having  no  house  of  worship,  they 
would  be  lonely  without  a  church  home.  There 
were  no  additions,  but,  no  doubt,  seed  has  been 
sown  that  will  grow  into  a  harvest  in  after-years. 
J.  H.  Miller. 
Goshen,  Ind. 


From  Delphos,  Ohio. 

The  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the 
love  feast  of  the  Newton  church,  Ohio,  Sept.  24. 
Bro.  G.  B.  Royer  stopped  on  his  way  east  to  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Com- 
mittee, to  be  held  in  Pennsylvania,  attended  this 
feast,  did  some  very  acceptable  preaching  and  offi- 
ciated. I  fully  intended  to  be  present  with  the 
Brethren  at  Hagerstown,  Ind.,  at  their  feast,  the 
following  day,  but  was  prevented  by  sickness. 

We  are  now  on  our  way  to  Fruitdale,  Ala.,  where 
duty  calls  us.  Several  persons  are  with  us.  We 
expect  Bro.  Luther  Bedel,  of  Ingalls,  Madison  Co., 
Ind.,  to  join  us  on  the  way.  He  visited  Southern 
Alabama  in  August,  and  was  so  well  pleased  that 
he  has  decided  to  locate  his  family  at  Fruitdale. 
He  is  an  active  church  and  Sunday  school  worker, 
and  the  little  flock  at  Fruitdale  may  expect  to  re- 
ceive valuable  help  from  Bro.  Bedel  and  his  family. 
The  membership  there  will  also  be  increased  by 
several  other  families  of  good  brethren  who  are  ar- 
ranging to  locate  there  this  fall.    James  M.  Neff 

Oct  6. 

From  Qoshen,  lad. 

Oct.  4  was  a  busy  day  in  Goshen.  In  West 
Goshen,  at  the  Brick  church,  we  had  a  children's 
meeting,  Bro.  I.  L.  Berkey  feeding  the  little  ones 
with  the  Bread  of  Life.  It  "  was  good  to  be  there." 
At  the  same  hour  Bro.  Melvin  Rensberger,  from 
North  Manchester,  came  to  the  hall  and  preached 


and  remained 
Bro.  Michael 
:.     The  meet- 


a  sermon  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  after  which  he  gave  an 
invitation,  when  a  single  lady  (a  mute)  came  for. 
ward.  She  was  baptized,  and  felt  happy  that  sh 
could  walk  in  newness  of  life. 

At  this  meeting  I  saw,  for  the  first  time,  a  mute 
minister  preaching.  It  was  Bro.  Jasper  Cross  who 
preached  to  nine  mutes.  To  us  hearing  people  he 
seemed  like  a  "barbarian,"  but  to  the  mute  people 
he  seemed  to  be  interesting,  as  their  bright  coun- 
tenances would  indicate.  Bro.  Cross  is  doing  a 
good  work,  having  been  instrumental  in  leading 
four  precious  souls  to  Christ  during  the  last  year 

The  Mission  Board  is  using  Bro.  Cross  to  a  good 
purpose.  His  place  of  preaching  is  in  South  Bend, 
Elkhart  and  Goshen.  At  present  he  is  living  in' 
Goshen.  The  Brethren  would  do  well,  where  they 
know  of  any  mute  people,  to  call  upon  Bro.  Cross 
to  preach  for  them.  Both  Sunday  schools  in 
Goshen  are  well  attended.  Bro.  I.  L.  Berkey  and 
I  were  called  to  anoint  a  sick  sister  who  is  nearing 
the  Jordan  of  death,  with  that  dread  disease,  con- 
sumption. On  Sunday  evening  we  had  preaching 
in  both  places  in  the  city.  Bro.  Rensberger 
preached  in  the  hall,  and  the  writer  at  West  Gosh- 
en. Our  people  are  kept  busy  at  work  for  the 
Master  on  the  Lord's  Day.  J.  H.  Miller. 

Oct.  5.  _ 

From  Lenox,  Taylor  Co.,  Iowa. 

Some  meetings  were  recently  held  at  the  school- 
house  four  miles  north  and  two  miles  west  of 
Lenox. 

Bro.  Peter  Brower  came  Sept.  k 
until  the  28th.  preaching  the  Word 
Myers  was  also  with  us  a  short  til 
ings  seemed  to  be  very  interesting.  One  dear 
soul,  which  had  strayed  away,  was  restored  to  the 
fold  and  there  was  one  applicant  for  baptism.  We 
have  regular  preaching  at  the  schoolhouse  every 
two  weeks,  at  10:  30  A.  M.,  and  at  4  P,  M.     We  al- 

have  services  the  same  day  at  the  schoolhouse 
two   miles  east;   also   Sunday   school    at   3    P. 
at  the   east   schoolhouse.     Eld.  John  P.   Bailey 
our  minister.  Almeda  Caskey 

Oct.  j.  ^  » 

From  Buchanan,  Mich. 

The  Ministerial  and  District  Meetings  of  North- 
ern Indiana  convened  in  the  Union  Centre  congre- 
gation Sept.  30  and  Oct.  I. 

The  first  day  the  weather  was  very  inclement, 
yet  the  attendance  was  above  fifteen  hundred. 
The  second  day  the  weather  was  brilliant  and  the 
attendance  about  two  thousand. 

The  provision  by  the  Union  Centre  congrega- 
tion, was  ample  for  the  occasion,  and  they  have 
our  sincere  thanks  for  their  hospitality. 

The  meetings  and  the  greetings,  as  well  as  the 
business  transacted,  were  pleasant  throughout. 

A  few  queries,  one  of  which  was  sent  to  Annual 
Meeting,  arrested  the  attention  of  the  District 
Meeting.  The  rest  of  the  time  was  absorbed  in 
the  discussion  of  the  Old  Folks'  and  Orphans' 
Home,  the  Sunday  school  and  the  home  mission 
causes. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Miller,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  is  to  repre- 
sent the  State  District  in  Annual  Conference  of 
1897.  Eli  Roose. 

Oct.  5. 

From  Sidney,  Ohio. 

We  have  been  here,  laboring  in  this  mission,  since 
March  8.  We  had  meetings  each  Lord's  Day 
morning  and  evening.  The  first  Brethren's  Sunday 
school  was  organized  April  5.  Up  to  this  writing 
we  preached  sixty-seven  sermons  with  good  and 
growing  interest.  One  was  received  into  fellow- 
ship that  had  wandered  away,  and  one  more  ap- 
plicant is  to  be  restored.  Others  are  counting  the 
cost.     Some  members  are  moving  in. 

Our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  Oct.  17,  with 
the  promise  of  Eld.  D.  D.  Wine,  of  Covington, 
Ohio,  to  assist  us.  We  hope  to  have  a  Commun- 
ion some  time  during  these  meetings,  but  will  g've 
notice  later  on.  H  C.  Longanecker. 

Oct.  5. 
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Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

^As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  dcws  Irorn  a  far  country." 

McClure,  Ohio. — The  churchhouse  at  McClure, 
Ohio,  will  be  dedicated  Oct.  25.  This  is  a  new 
mission  point  on  the  Clover  Leaf  railroad. — Caro- 
line Smith,  Grelton,  Ohio. 

Mt.  Etna  Church,  Iowa— We  met  in  church 
council  Oct.  3.  All  business  was  pleasantly  dis- 
posed of.  We  elected  Bro.  John  P.  Bailey  as  dele- 
gate to  District  Meeting. — Emma  A.  Sink,  Oct.  5. 

Black  Eiver  Congregation,  Ohio.— We  met  in 
council  Sept.  29.  As  we  failed  to  get  help  to  hold 
the  meetings,  we  had  intended  to  commence  Oct. 
3,  we  decided  to  wait  until  later.  Our  Commun- 
ion will  b'e  held  Oct.  24  at  3  P.  U.—Mary  Hoover, 
Cliatham,  Ohio,  Oct.  5. 

North  Morrill  Church,  Kans.— We  enjoyed  the 
labors  of  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewistown,  Pa, 
for  four  weeks.  The  saints  have  been  fed  and 
the  enemy's  ranks  broken.  Eleven  dear  ones  for- 
sook Satan  and  returned  to  their  Father's  house. 
Bro.  Mohler  left  this  morning  for  Warrensburg, 
Mo.  Bro.  Keltner,  of  Illinois,  will  continue  the 
meetings  a  week  or  more.— W.  H.  H.  Sawyer,  Oct.  5. 

Blue  Ridge  Church,  111.- Our  fourth  quarterly 
council  was  held  in  the  Mansfield  churchhouse 
with  a  good  attendance  and  good  feeling  prevail- 
ing. The  business  was  transacted  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  the  members  present.  We  resolved  to 
hold  a  Communion  meeting  and  a  series  of  meet- 
ings this  fall.  The  time  has  not  yet  been  decided 
upon.  We  also  appointed  a  committee  to  arrange 
for  the  entertainment  of  our  Brethren  at  our  Dis- 
trict Meeting  Oct.  14. — A.  Greenawalt,  Mansfield, 
III.,  Oct.  3. 

Pyrmont,  Ind.— Bro.  D.  B.  Gibson  came  to  us,  to 
assist  us  in  a  short  series  of  meetings,  commenc- 
ing Sept.  19.  He  preached  every  night  until  the 
25th.  Our  Communion  was  on  the  evening  of  the 
26th,  which  was  a  love  feast  indeed.  The  attend- 
ance was  good  and  the  order  excellent.  We  had 
a  good  corps^of  ministers,  and  the  meeting  was 
very  enjoyable  to  all.  Bro.  Gibson's  health  failing, 
he  closed  his  meetings  on  the  evening  of  the  2;th, 
with  a  large  attendance  and  good  interest— John 
Deal,  Oct.  4. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. — The  work  of  the  Lord  at 
this  place  is  moving  steadily  on.  We  are  trying, 
by  the  help  of  God,  and  by  the  earnest  prayers  of 
our  beloved  Brotherhood,  to  raise  the  blood-stained 
banner  of  King  Emmanuel.  Good  results  are  al- 
most daily  manifesting  themselves  in  favor  of  the 
good  cause  in  this  large  city  of  fifty  thousand 
souls.  Oh,  for  more  earnest  and  willing  workers 
in  our  cities  and  towns!  Eld.  O.  C.  Ellis,  of  River 
Ind.,  preached  to  us  last  Lord's  Day  evening  to  a 
small  but  very  attentive  congregation.—/.  Ahner, 
Sept.  27. 

Garden  Grove,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast,  as  well  as 
our  series  of  meetings,  are  now  in  the  past.  On 
account  of  sickness,  Bro.  Wm.  C.  Hipes  was  not 
able  to  be  with  us,  to  begin  the  series  of  meetings 
Sept.  10,  as  had  been  announced.  The  meetings, 
however,  were  begun  by  the  home  ministry.  Sept. 
20  Bro.  Hipes  arrived  and  began  his  labors,  con- 
tinuing till  the  night  of  Oct.  I.  Two  young  lambs 
were  received  into  the  fold.  How  pleasant  to  see 
the  young  "  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days 
of  their  youth,"  and  dedicate  themselves  to  his 
service'.— Jemima  Kob,  Oct.  2, 

North  English,  Iowa.— Bro.  S.  N.  McCann  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  in  the  English  River 
church,  at  North  English,  Aug.  30,  and  continued 
until  Sept.  27,  with  good  attendance  and  marked 
interest.  Bro.  McCann,  through  much  opposition, 
went  at  the  work  with  much  zeal  and  energy.  One 
precious  soul  was  baptized  and  many  more  were 
near  the  kingdom.  We  hope  the  good  seed  sown 
will  bring  forth  fruit  not  many  days  hence. 
Though  we  are  few  in  number,  we  sustain  an  ever- 
green Sunday  school  and  do  what  we  can.  We 
trust  the  Lord  for  results.—/.  S.  Flory,  Oct.  3. 


Allison  Prairie,  111.— Our  Sunday  school  is  pro- 
gressing finely,  notwithstanding  prevailing  sick- 
ness, within  the  bounds  of  our  congregation,  during 
the  past  few  months.  Eld.  D.  B.  Gibson  is  here, 
holding  a  series  of  meetings  for  us.  We  are  hope- 
ful of  good  results. — Nina  R.  Garber,  Oct.  5. 

Our  Itinerary.— By  the  grace  of  God  we  shall  be 
in  Illinois,  during  November,  and,  should  our  ser- 
vices be  desired,  could  assist  in  holding  meetings. 
Address,  Freeport,  111.  From  Dec.  I  to  15  at  Burr 
Oak,  Kans.  Our  meeting  at  Quinter,  Kans.,  closed 
with  one  addition  to  the  church.  The  Bible  Nor- 
mal at  this  place  is  well  attended,  with  much  inter- 
est.— M.  M.  Eshelman. 

Luner's  Creek,  Pa.— I  commenced  meetings  in 
the  Luner's  Creek  church,  Pa.,  Sept.  27,  and  con- 
tinued over  their  love  feast,  Oct.  3.  Two  were 
baptized  and  one  is  awaiting  baptism.  We  were 
with  the  saints  here  last  fall,  when  twenty-five 
came  to  the  church.  This  church  is  presided  over 
by  elders  Clark  and  Frantz.  Our  meeting  closed 
with  a  large  congregation  and  good  interest. — Silas 
Hoover,  Bills,  Pa. 

Panther,  Iowa. — The  love  feast,  held  in  the 
Panther  Creek  church,  Oct.  7  and  8,  was  a  success  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  and  will  long  be  remem- 
bered and  cherished  by  those  who  attended,  as 
an  occasion  of  special  blessing.  The  meeting  was 
largely  attended  by  our  adjoining  churches  and 
visiting  ministers.  We  believe  the  occasion  will 
prove  to  us  a  holy  mount  of  transfiguration,  giving 
us  higher  and  holier  aspirations  in  the  battle  of 
life. — Z3.  E.  Brubaker,  Oct.  S. 

Elkhart,  Ind.  —  Our  work  is  slowly  gaining 
ground  here.  Our  social  meeting  is  quite  inter- 
esting. The  members  are  coming  to  the  front  and 
are  generally  ready  to  speak.  The  Oak  Grove 
Sunday  school  is  moving  along  nicely.  The  last 
quarter  proved  specially  interesting.  Sept,  26 
was  our  quarterly  council.  At  these  meetings  we 
learn  the  need  of  a  closer  touch  with  Christ,  who 
sought  not  his  own  will  but  the  will  of  the  Father. 
We  raised  nearly  Si  1  for  home  mission  work.  We 
decided  to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Brick  or  Valley  churchhouse,  Oct.  3.—  M.  Kindy. 

English  Prairie  Church,  Ind.  —  This  church, 
which  also  includes  a  part  of  Southern  Michigan, 
held  their  third  quarterly  council  Sept.  26.  The 
membership  was  well  represented.  The  annual 
visit  was  reported  by  the  visiting  brethren.  Con- 
siderable business  came  before  the  meeting,  and 
was  adjusted  in  harmony  and  in  love.  Two  dele- 
gates were  sent  to  the  Northern  District  Meeting. 
Our  Sunday  school  will  continue  all  winter.  A 
Bible  meeting  has  been  conducted  all  summer, 
once  each  week,  at  the  members'  houses.  Our  fall 
love  feast  will  be  held  Nov.  14,  at  2  P.  M.—Jo/m 
Long,  Oct.  2. 

Batavia,  111. — The  meetinghouse  in  Batavia  was 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  July  12,  1896.  The  little 
flock  of  believers  was  organized  Oct.  3,  with  an  en- 
rollment of  nineteen  members.  Elders  Joseph 
Amick,  Edmund  Forney,  Jacob  Sollenberger,  and 
ministers  C.  P.  Rowland  and  Harvey  Barkdoll 
were  present  at  the  meeting.  The  officers  elected 
were  S.  E.  Netzley,  Treasurer;  sister  E.  F.  Netz- 
ley,  Clerk;  S.  E.  Yundt,  Elder;  S.  E.  Netzley,  Henry 
Barkdoll,  Jesse  Clemmer,  Trustees.  All  things 
were  adjusted  satisfactorily.  Every  one  agreed  to 
work  in  harmony  with  the  general  Brotherhood. — 
5.  E.  Netzley. 

Walnut  Grove,  Pa.  —  Our  series  of  meetings, 
conducted  by  Bro.  Peter  Stuckman,  of  Nappanee, 
Ind.,  began  Sept.  5,  and  continued  until  Sept.  27, — 
the  evening  of  our  love  feast.  We  had  good 
meetings  throughout.  Bro.  Stuckman  preached 
twenty-five  sermons  and  one  funeral  discourse. 
Twenty  precious  souls  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism.  Nearly  all  of  the  number  were  grown 
people;  a  few  were  advanced  in  years.  Our  love 
feast  was  pleasant  and  well  attended.  The  tables 
were  all  filled.  Brethren  Stuckman  and  Hilde- 
brand  officiated.  The  Ministerial  Meeting  begins 
Oct.  19.— A.J.  Straytr,  Oct.  2. 


St.  Vrain  Church,  Colo— On  Saturday,  Oct.  3, 
the  members  of  this  congregation  met  in  council. 
Quite  an  amount  of  business  came  before  the 
meeting,  which  was  disposed  of  satisfactorily.  Our 
Communion  meeting  was  appointed  for  Oct.  24,  at 
2  o'clock.  Brethren  J.  S.  Flory  and  L.  F.  Love 
were  with  us  and  gave  good  admonitions,  which, 
we  believe,  were  appreciated! — B.  F.  Miller,  Oct.  5. 

Prairie  View  Church,  Mo.— Saturday,  Oct.  3,  we 
met  in  church  council.  Not  so  much  business 
came  before  the  meeting.  Bro.  Charles  Shepp  was 
chosen  Sunday  school  Superintendent  for  the  com- 
ing quarter.  We  are  still  continuing  our  young 
people's  meetings,  and  trust  that  they  will  be  of 
great  benefit  to  us.  Bro.  Israel  Cripe  is  holding 
forth  the  Word  at  Florence,  in  the  Richland 
church. — Bertha  Kring,  St.  Martin's,  Mo.,  Oct.  $. 

Cerrogordo,  111. — The  Cerrogordo  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  30,  with 
brethren  Metzger  and  Overholtzer,  of  California, 
and  Bro.  Heeter,  from  Indiana,  present.  One  was 
received  by  letter  that  day,  and  two  since  last  re- 
port. The  usual  quarterly  and  missionary  collec- 
tion was  taken  up.  Four  delegates  were  chosen 
to  represent  us  at  District  Meeting.  One  query 
was  sent  to  the  District  Meeting  for  Annual  Meet- 
ing,— Sallie  E.  Cart,  Oct.  4. 

La  Place,  111.— Our  love  feast  in  the  Okaw 
church  was  a  pleasant  occasion,  and  seemingly 
much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Ministers  from  a 
distance  were  J.  W.  Metzger,  G.  B.  Heeter  and  De- 
rius  Overholtzer.  Bro.  Metzger  officiated.  They 
gave  us  good  talks  along  the  line  of  the  com- 
mandments. Bro.  W.  Bingaman  is  now  giving  us 
some  talks  on  Bible  Lands.  The  meetings  at 
Hammond,  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Miller,  closed 
Sept.  23,  with  good  interest  and,  we  hope,  much 
good  will  result.  One  thing  we  feel  sure  of,— that 
the  Word  has  been  preached  in  its  purity  to  the 
people  in  Hammond.— E.  F.  Wolfe,  Sept.  4. 

Indian  Creek  Church,  Iowa.— Our  regular,  quar- 
terly council  occurred  Sept.  5.  In  the  absence  of 
our  elder,  Frank  McCune,  Eld.  Samuel  Bowser,  of 
Elkhart,  presided.  Brethren  H.  H.  Troup,  G.  W. 
Gibson  and  A.  W.  Flora,  were  chosen  to  repre- 
sent this  church  at  District  Meeting.  One  query 
was  sent.  Sept.  9  Bro.  Bowser  began  a  series  of 
meetings  at  this  place,  closing  on  the  evening  of 
the  20th.  The  weather  and  roads  being  quite  bad, 
the  congregations  were  not  so  large  as  they  would 
otherwise  have  been.  Our  evergreen  Sunday  school 
is  progressing  nicely,  with  Bro.  George  Goughen- 
our  as  Superintendent. — Nora  Flora,  Maxwell,  Iowa, 
Sept.  23. 

Rornine  Church,  111.— Our  love  feast,  Sept.  26, 
was  a  rich  feast  to  our  souls.  The  church  meet- 
ing, preparatory  to  the  feast,  passed  off  in  love 
and  union.  Quite  a  number  came  to  us  from  sur- 
rounding churches.  On  Sunday  morning  all  took 
breakfast  at  the  church,  and  after  preaching  serv- 
ice, also  ate  dinner.  This  gave  ample  time  for 
social,  as  well  as  religious  enjoyment.  Our  minis- 
terial aid  were  brethren  Jacob  Ulery,  S.  S.  Miller, 
D.  T.  Wagner,  H.  Lilligh,  O.  Z.  Hicks,  J.  F.  Camp- 
bell and  H.  C.  Lucas.  Elder  Lilligh  officiated. 
Those  from  a  distance  were  well  pleased  with  our 
church  and  the  goodly  land  we  live  in. — 5.  S. 
Fouts,  Salem,  III.,  Oct.  3. 

Blizzard,  Tenn. — I  went  on  mission  work  to 
Scott  and  Dickenson  Counties,  Va.,  and  Pike  and 
Martin  Counties,  Ky.  I  held  fifty-one  meetings, 
baptized  twelve,  held  three  love  feasts;  two  in 
Martin  County.  One  feast  was  held  with  sister 
Muney  who  is  afflicted  with  cancer  on  the  breast. 
She  desires  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the  bruth- 
ren  and  sisters  of  like  precious  faith,  in  her  afflic- 
tions. I  was  treated  well  by  all,  and  found  a  great 
desire  to  hear  the  Truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Pros- 
pects are  good  for  an  abundant  harvest  of  souls 
for  the  Lord.  I  was  challenged  to  debate  on  bap- 
tism and  feet-washing  by  the  Disciple  church. 
I  baptized  some  of  their  members,— the  best  they 
had,— which  caused  the  trouble.— George  C.  Bow- 
man, Oct.  6, 
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Mohawk  Church,  Ore.— Our  Dis^ 
trict  Meeting  is  with  the  things  of  the 
past.  Now  the  Brethren  from  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  District  are  hold 
some  series  of  meetings.  The  spirit  of 
the  Lord  is  striving  wonderfully. 
Night  before  last  fourteen  came  out  on 
the  side  of  the  Lord,  and  last  night 
three  came;  others  are  at  the  door. — S. 
S.  Barklow,  Sept.  ?g. 

Nickerson,  Kans.  —  Inasmuch  as 
there  is  need  of  clothing  and  food 
amongst  the  members  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  District,  we  there- 
fore request  the  churches  in  the  Dis- 
trict, who  can,  to  help  the  needy. 
Send  what  you  have  to  A.  M.  Dickey, 
McPherson,  Kans.  This  is  done  by 
recommendation  of  the  District  Mis- 
sion Board.—  F.  P.  Defter,  Sec. 

Greentown,  Ind  —  We  met  in  coun- 
cil Sept.  23.  All  business  that  came 
before  the  church  passed  off  pleasant- 
ly. We  appointed  our  Communion  fnr 
Oct.  24.  Bro.  Solomon  Blickenstaff, 
who  has  been  our  elder  for  the  last  five 
years,  resigned.  Bro.  Daniel  Bock, 
who  moved  into  the  District  last 
spring,  was  chosen  to  take  charge  of 
the  church.— Abe  Caylcr,  Oct.  j. 

Flat  Rock  Church,  N.  C— Sept.  26 
we  held  our  love  feast,  the  largest  for 
seven  years.  The  spiritual  interest 
good,  On  Monday  evening  following 
several  members  crossed  the  mountain 
near  the  church,  to  commune  with  a 
sister  ninety-four  years  of  age.  She  is 
too  feeble  to  get  to  church,  but  strong 
in  the  faith.  Eld.  Henry  Sheets  offici- 
ated. I  do  not  think  I  ever  enjoyed  a 
feast  more  than  this  one.—  Geo.  W.  Mil- 
ler, Sep..  2Q. 
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The  Almanac 


An  Unparalleled  Record, 
don  publishers  of  the  late  C.  H.  Spurgeon's 
sermons  have  just  received  an  order  for  1,000,- 
000  {one  million)  Sermons  from  The  Spurgeon 
Memorial  Sermon  Society,  Brighton,  formed 
for  the  distribution  of  the  Sermons  as  loan 
tracts.  The  weekly  publication  of  these  Ser- 
mons, which  has  continued  without  a  break  for 
41  yoars,  is  one  of  the  amazing  literary  suc- 
cesses   of    the  century.     Over  2,500  different 


Sermons  are 
The  total 


Britain  is  considerably  over  100 
hundred  million),  and  they  are  sti 
as  ever.  The  Sermons  have  bee 
into  almost  every  known  language 
ing  H.  Revell  Company  keep  on  1 
Chicago  house  the  entire  2,500  sepai 


sued  i 


ual  and  topi 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 


^OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLE *- 


i  Kitchen  for  October  comes 
to  our  desk,  with  the  usual  departments  well 
filled  with  the  very  best  of  reading  for  the 
housekeeper,  the  wife  and  the  mother.  It  is 
one  of  the  domestic  journals  that  may  and 
should  be  read  with  profit  and  interest. 
Monthly,  price  gi.oo.  Home  Science  Publish- 
ing Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Treasury  fnr  October  is  one  of  the  best 
of  that  most  iiuei  ungand  instructive  journal. 
The  papers  on  the  Volunteers  of  America, 
growing  out  of  the  Salvation  Army  dispute,  is 


ell  \ 


.but 


of  special  value.     E,  B.  Tn 
lisher.    Single  copy,  25  cen 


infori 


The  New  Christian  Quarterly,  J.  H.  Garri- 
son, St.  Louis,  Mo.,  publisher,  is  one  of  the  jour- 
nals that  we  would  not  like  to  be  without.  We 
have  not  had  time  to  notice  the  July  issue  until 
the  present.  The  best  of  writers  in  the  Disciple 
church  are  employed,  and  their  subjects  are 
treated  in  the  most  thorough  mannt,-.  We  be- 
came especially  interested  in  the  aj  tide,  "  Al- 
exander Campbell's  Influence  Upon  the 
Thought  of  the  Age,"  by  J.  S.  Lamar. 

The  Lord  Our  Righteousness,  by  S.  N.  Mc- 
Cann,  is  one  of  the  bookF  that  should  be  read 
and  then  reread.  In  this  v  ark  he  clearly  shows 
that,  while  Christ  is  our  Substitute,  it  was  n 
intended  that  we  should  ignore  the  rites 
ceremonies  of  the  Gosp'.-l,  and  then  expect  the 
atoning  blood  to  save  tf  He  also  shows  tb 
while  the  doctrine  of  foreorcination  is  true,  still 
only  those  who  will\.o  obfy  the  command] 
are  the  elect,  while  these  who  will  not  to  obey 
are  the  not  -elect.  Send  for  the  book  and  read 
it.     Price  enly  50  cents.     Address  this  ofn. 
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Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  is  the  program  for  the  Breth 
■n's  Ministerial   Meeting  of  the  Eastern  Dis 
ict  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  held  at  East  Pe- 
tersburg,  Lancaster  Co.,   Pa.,  Dec.  1,  2  and  3, 
1896.     Meeting  to  be  opened  at  1:30  P.  M. 
continue  until  Dec.  3,  with  evening  sessior 


FALLEN  f  ASLEEP 


MANGES. -Near  Bremen,  Ind..   Sept.   27 

1896,  Baltser  Manges,  aged  95  years,  4  month] 

and  12  days.    Deceased  was  born  in  Germany 

in  1801.    Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

H.  W.  Krieghbai 

REASOR.— At  South  Bend,  Ind.,  Sept.  27, 
1896,  sister  Jane  Reasor,  aged  51  years,  5 
months  and  19  days.  She  was  a  great  sufferei 
for  many  years,  but  bore  it  with  Christian  for 
titude.  A  short  time  before  her  death  she 
called  for  the  elders,  to  be  anointed,  which 
proved  a  great  comfort  to  her.  Funeral 
vices  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  21:4. 

H.  W.  Krieghbau 


ZIMMERMAN, 
gregation,  Somers 
sister  Mary  E.  Zin 
merman  (a  minist. 
and  13  days.  In  h 
faithful  companion 
er  and  the  church 
services  by  Bro.  ] 


-In  the  Quemahoning  c 
it  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.   15,   if 
merman,  wife  of  G.  P.  Zi 
r)  aged  49  years,  8  months 
:r  death  her  husband  lost  a 
the  children  a  kind  moth- 
devoted  worker.     Funera! 
liram   Forney,   of   Milford 


"Obje 


tCTS   FOR    DISCUSSION, 
of  Ministerial  Meetings." 


-The 


2.  "What  is  the  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit?  " 
-J.  H.  Longenecker,  T.  F.  Imler. 

3.  '■  Is  a  College  Education  a  Necessity  for 
Preaching  the  Gospel  through  the  Power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost?  "—J.  K.  Pfaulz,  Jonas  H.  Price. 

Define  Rev.  2:4  concerning  first  Love. 
What  It  Is.  And  how  may  it  be  Left?" — S. 
R.  Zug,  Israel  Graybill. 

bisters:    Thek     Responsibilities. 
Privileges  in  the  Different  Lines  of 
Church  Work."— J.  H.  Witmer,  L.  R.  Brum- 

Explain     how    the     Blood    of     Christ 
:s  from  Sin."— G.  N.  Falkenstein,  Jacob 


7.  "  Ho 
Children? 


1  their  Lit 


las  Lefever,  Djvid  Ettcr.    ' 
Lie  the    Greatest   Needs  oi 
Teaching  in  the  Church,  for  the  Carrying  ou 
of  all  the  Commands  of  Christ?"— C.  Bucher 
Wm.  Fretz. 


'Ho 


should 


Me 


Edward  Wagner,  Hershey  Groff. 
it  is  the  Deacon's  Duty  Concerning 
the  Poor,  and  who  are  the  Poor? "— B.  Z.  Eby, 
Cyrus  Gibbel. 

11  "The  Pastoral  Visit:  Its  Aim  and  Bene- 
its."— Geo.  Bucher,  Benj.  Hottle. 

12.  "  Best  Method  to  Teach  Primary  Classes 
n  Sunday  School."— Jesse  C,  Ziegler,  Wm.  M. 
Howe. 

3.  "  What  are  the  Influences  that  Lead  our 
Children  away  from  the  Church,  and  how  best 
Counteracted?  " — J.  T.  Myers,  Henry  A.  Price. 
14.  "Give  Bible  Reasons  for  Brethren  Wear- 
ng  their  Hair  as  Prescribed  at  Annual  Meet- 
ng."— F.  P.  Cassel,  Henry  S.  Zug. 

ch'ng: 


The: 


Ne 


iity."— A.  S.  Ho 


He 


Hollinger. 
16.  "  How  to  Encourage   Sentiment  in  Mei 

bers  to  Aid  Mission  Work."— This  topic  f 

general  discussion. 

H.  E.  Light,  j 

J.  Y.  King,     I  Com. 

John  Herk.    | 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


FOWLER-MILLER.-At     Altoona,    Pa. 
Oct.  I,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  William  S 
Fowler  and  Lorra  L.  Miller,  both  of  Altoona. 
D.  S.  Brallier. 


riber  for 


MOCK-HOOVER.— At  the  home  of  the 
ide,  four  miles  west  of  Elkhart.  Ind.,  Oct.  4, 
96,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Edgar  Mock 
ana  Miss  Cora  Almedie  Hoover,  both  of  Elk- 
hart County,  Ind.  I.  D.  Parker. 


Ind.,  and  the  undersigned.       E.  J.  Blough. 

SLONE.— At  Mt.  Joy,  Pa.,  Sept.  6,  1896,  sis. 
ter  Annie  Slone,  aged  38  years  and  8  months 
Sister  Annie  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
church  for  twelve  years.  She  leaves  an  aged 
father,  a  brother  and  five  sisters. 

A.  F.  Purslev. 


BOYD. 
Boyd,  Li! 

of  love  ai 


At  the  residence  of  her  son,  J; 
)mb,   Iowa,   Susan    Boyd,   aged  83 
nths  and  8  davs.    She  was  a  model 


d  d 


ays  a  helper  of  the  poor  and  needy.  Funeral 
rvices  by  Bro.  Levi  Sayler,  assisted  by  Mr. 
immer,  of  the  Reformed  church. 

Sister  J.  R.  Johnson. 

SEYMORE.— In  the  Woodland    congrega- 
m,    Fulton    Co.,   111.,   sister   Mary   Seymore, 
aged  36  years,   3  months  and  29  days.    She 
ves  a  husband  and  eight  children.     She  has 
:n  a  consistent  member  of  the  church  tor  a 
id  many  years.     Although  she  suffered  in- 
sely  for  several  weeks  before  her  death,  she 
bore  her  suffering   without  a  murmur.     Serv- 
es   conducted  by  brethren    David  Eby  and 
inrad  Fitz.  Lydia  Walter. 

MOHLER— In   the    Mineral  Creek  church, 

Johnson  Co  ,  Mo.,  Sept.  26,  1896,  of  typhoid 

:,  Jesse  W  ,  son  of  Eld.  J.  M.  and  Mary 

Mohler,  aged  16  years,  10  months  and  22 

days.    He  leaves  father,  mother,  five  brothers 

nd   four   sisters.    Funeral    services   by   the 

rethren.  Fred  Culp. 

LEAMAN.— In  the  Verdigris  church,  Green- 
ood  County,  Kans.,  Sept  22,  1896,  little  Estie 
me,  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  sister  S.  A.  Lea- 
lan,  aged  I  year,  7  months  and  13  days.  She 
as  loved  by  all.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  G 
W.  Garst,  from  I  Pet.  1:21. 


He 


'  Showal 


WRAY.-In  the  Middle  Creek  church,  Iowa, 
Sept.  11,  1896,  sister  Betsy  Ann  Wray, 
wife  of  Bro.  Jabez  Wray,  aged  80  years,  8 
d  7  days.  She  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  since  1S52.  She  called 
for  the  elders  and  was  anointed.  Funeral 
at  Olivet,  in  the  Presbyterian  church 
by  the  writer.  S.  P.  Miller. 

GREEN.— In    the    bounds   of    the    Osage 
church,  Crawford  Co.,  Kans.,  of  heart  and  kid- 
uble,  Sept.  7,  1806,  friend  Benson  Green, 


aged  65  yean 
ceased    was  bor 
County,  Ohio,  u 
Sarah  E.  Wilkii 
his  companion  a 

KINSEY.— N 


nd  2  days.     The  de 


son,  Aug  21,  1856.     He  leave 
id  three  children. 

J.  C.  Neher. 


Conncrsville,    Ind.,  Sept. 
',  Frank  Kinsey,  youngest  child  of  Bro. 
ter  David  Kinsey,  of  Farmersville,  Ohio, 
aged  27  years,  6  months  and  22  days.    He  came 
death  without  a  moment's  warning  in  a 
id  wreck,  near  Connersville,  Ind.,  Sept. 
le  was  fireman  on  a  C.  H.  &  D.  pay  train 
collided  with  a  wild  engine  on  a  reverse 
in  the  road.    Frank  was  well  respected 
by   the  railroad   officials   and  employees,  and 
ny  of  them  attended  his  funeral.    The  com- 
pany sent  the  remains  on  a  special  car.     Fu- 
tile Twin  Valley  church  by  the  writer 
from  the  words,  "  There  is  only  a  step  between 
and  death."  A.  G.  Crosswhite. 


GILBERT— Nea 

96,  Sarah  (Slifer)  Gilbe 

onth  and  25  days.    She  ? 

on    Gilbert  Nov.   18,   18 

irn  seven  children,  thre. 

ith  an  aged  father,  fast  approaching  his  I 

tting  sun.    Mother  Gilbert  was  truly  a 

,man  and  her  loss  is  keenly  fel,  i„  ,£  ^J 


unity.    Five  years  ago  she  „„„ 
oke  of  paralysis,  from  which  she  never  fm] 


t  the  Ei 


ersole 


ted  by  the  writer  and  the  home 
ministry.  A.  G.  Crosswhitb. 

PECK.-In  the  Maple  Glen  congregation 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  22,  1896,  sister  Eli  ' 
beth  Peck,  aged  78  years,  4  months  and  2, 
days.  Sister  Peck,  lite  Maust,  was  the  oldest 
of  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  twelve  of 
whom  still  survive  her.  She  was  married  to 
Bro.  John  Peck,  who  preceded  her  to  the  spir- 
it world  several  years  ago.  To  this  union  were 
born  eleven  children,  three  of  whom  died 
young.  The  eight  children  and  a  number  of 
church.    Jacob 


their  childn 


ndLe 


Peck  died  of  pa 
nly  four  days  befoi 


■illed  other' 


.nd  William  a  deacon, 
alysis  very  suddenly 
!  our  love  feast,  where 
with  the  brethren  and 
mune  with' them,  but 


the  Lord 

band  united  with  the  church  of  their  lo . ., 

years  ago.  Services  by  the  writer  and  Eld. 
Joel  Gnagey  from  the  words,  "  Be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of 
life."    Rev.  2: 10.  J.N.Davis. 

HARTMANN.— In  the  Philadelphia  church, 
Pa.,  Aug.  28,  1896,  Bro.  Charles  C.  Hartmann', 
aged  44  years  and  2  months.  Funeral  services 
from  2  Tim.  4:6-8.  Bro.  Hartman  was  one  of 
the  strong  pillars  of  our  church.  He  was  al- 
ways at  his  post  of  duty  and  is  therefore  great- 
ly  missed  by  the  church.  Five  years  ago  he 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  in  which 
capacity  he  was  faithful.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  one  daughter.  T.  T.  Myers. 

BURKHOLDER.— In  the  Upper  Conewago 

church,  near  New  Chester,    Adams  Co.,  Pa„ 

Sept.  20,  1896,  sister  Hannah  Burkholder,  age* 

years,  I   month  and  26  days.    Funeral  serY- 

:s  at  the  Hampton  church,  by  Bro.  Orville  yf" 

Long. 


GRAYBILL— At  his  home,  near  Upton,  Pa., 
Sept.  13,  1896,  Bro.  Isaac  Graybill,  aged  65 
;ars  and  II  days.  He  was  a  consistent  mem. 
:r  of  the  Brethren  church.  Bro.  Isaac  will  be 
issed  by  those  who  best  knew  him.  Funeral 
rvices  by  Eld.  John  Lehner  and  the  writer, 
;sisted  by  the  brethren.  "  Be  thou  faithful 
no  death  and  1  will  give  thee  a  crown  of 
:e."    Rev.  2: 10.  J.  K.  Miller. 

CLAPPER— In  the  Hopewell  church,  Bed- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  May  II,  1896,  sister  Elizabetb 
Clapper,  wife  of  Eld.  Henry  Clapper,  aged  76 
:ars,  1  month  and  13  days.  Deceased  had 
ng  since  become  a  member  of  the  church, 
id  was  devoted  to  the  cause  she  had  es- 
■used.    She  is  survived  by  two  brothers. 

John  B.  Flock. 

FEARL.— In  the  Johnstown  congregation, 
Pa„Sepl.  11,  1896,  sister  Emily  Jane,  wife  of 
Bro.  Nelson  Fearl,  aged  69  years,  3  months 
and  27  days.  She  died  from  lockjaw,  caused 
splinter  in  her  finger.  Funeral  services 
conducted  by  Bro.  Peter  Stuckman. 

A.  J.  Strayer. 

HORNER.— In  the  Johnstown  congregation, 

Pa.,  Sept.  20,  1896,  sister  Emma,  wife  of  Harry 

ler,  aged  25  years,  to  months  and  17  days. 

Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Dietz. 

A.  J.  Strayer. 

NAFF— In  the  Germantown  congregation, 
Va.,  Sept.  29,  1896,  of  dropsy,  Bro.  Abraham 
Naff,  aged  69  years,  4  months  and  23  days. 
Iro.  Naff  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brem- 
en church  and  faithfully  served  in  the  office 
f  deacon  for  a  number  of  years.  He  leaves  a 
/ife  and  several  children.  Deceased  was  in 
feeble  health  for  several  months,  but  bore  his 
rings  without  a  murmur.  Funeral  serv- 
tt  the  Old  Birch  church  by  brethren  Hen- 
ry Ikenberry  and  Riley  Peters. 

J,  W.  IkenbekRY. 

HOSTLER— In  the  Mohican  church,  Ohio, 
Sept.  23,  1896,  Ira  J.,  son  of  Bro.  Curtis  and 
'  Sarah  Hostler,  aged  I  month  and  19 
days.  Funeral  conducted  by  Bro.  F.  England, 
from  Luke  18:16,  "Suffer  little  children  to 
come  unto  me  "  J.  W.  BUDD. 


October  T7,  .896 


TUB  GOSPEL  3\4rESSB3sTC3-EE/. 


.  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  « 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

tt  0: 31  A-  M.,  Zlegler's  meetinghouse 
i,  Miami  Co.,  Ind 


0  Fralrle  church, 


'"■''.roJftL-.m'Jr.riHi. 


lln  Co., 


,,  Salumonle  church,  Huutlngtor. 
M  ,  Neosho  church,  Neosho  Co. 


►  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 


„.,"  "o  nL  l:  :W  P-  M..  Monocnoy  chi 

.,'  „,,'  at  i  p.  M.,  Goshen.  Ind. 
"'      "ii'nt  "  P    M.,  Plensant  Valley  t 


.0  A.  M,  Woodland  church,  Ful 
3  p.  M.,  Cedar  Creek  church,  I 
123.  at  I  P.  M-,  Chlque-i  chureh, 

i  P.  M.,  Lower  Full  Creefejnd. 

ck  Run  church,  5  miles  southea 

nd. 

i  P.  M.,  Clover  Creek,  Blair  Co., 

2  P.  M.,  Hlllisburg  church,  Clii 


Rates  pet  Inch,  eact 
o  time  or  more 

e  month  U  times) 

...roe  months  (13  times) 

Six  months  (26  times) 

neyear  (52  times) 

■3?-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's 


Our  Publications. 


A  California  Pointer. 


Ct.'-J-J.'nt  L'P. 
L'o  ,t>liio. 


II  i  IPS 


Mendon,  Mercer 
urch,  Tippecanoe 


!,  at  10  A.  M.,  Lower  Twin  Cree 
1,  South  Riverchuich,  Iowa. 
j,  Cninpbellsville,  Ky. 
},  Fairvlew  ohurch,  Iowa. 


st.  23,  at  4  P.  H 

I'Teesprnie.  I' 


■i-lin|;!iuliv 
,  Pleasant  1 
P.M.,  Walnut  1 


Convincing  facts  cheerfully  furnished  by  ad 
dressing  Geo.  C.  Chambers,  Passenger  Agcut 
Peorln,  111. 

Here  Is  one:  No  other  road  owns  Its  owi 
tracks  and  runs  Pullman  palaco  and  tourls 
sleepers  daily  all  tho  way  between  Chicago  an 
Los  Angeles. 

And  another:  Our  tourist  sleepers  are  Ursl 

■ught  to  please. 

r:  Our  lino  is  several  hut 

Ti-tost  and  many  hours  the 


llll    : 


deal  in  a  long  journey. 


2  P.  M.,  Howard  church,  Ind. 
10:  BOA,  M.,  Walnut  Level  church,  We 
•0  A.  M.,  Stony  Creek  church,  1  mil 

>r  church,  Indiana  Co.,  Pi 
irrOak  church,  Kans. 
.,  Honey  Creek  congregation,  M 
'    "Mon  City  church,  Ind, 

.urch,  Bedford  C 


,  Black  Swamp,  Walnut  Grove 

Pine  church,  Hampshire  Co.,  W 
.,  Lick  Creek  church,  Washing- 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 

t  to.    You  can  stop  the  pain  and  get  rid  of  t 
m  in  a  perfectly  easy,  simple,  safe  and  si 

,  without  any  trouble,  and  without  any  bui 

lug" or  blistering  or  hurting,  by  using  DUBBEJ 
DOUBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  according  to 
reotlons.    It  Is  the  champion  of  all  remedies 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger — A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pei 

The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 


20  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months,. .  . 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months S« 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  specia 
terras  to  energetic  agents. 


Dubbel's  Carbolic  Ointment. 

e  following  letter  contains  valuable  tnforma- 
.,  July  18, 1896. 

'r'sir'-— Vhiive  been  troubled  with  I 

,iul   vour  Carbolic 
n  In  i-urliiR  them  I 

Ru'iVdV'r'k'oiui  m'vb  operations  and  get; 


„  Waynesboro,  P. 

1'    Oirhulli' 

ng  thorn  " 

■  ployed.     They 
lurrhea  wlilli.  In  the  army,  1 

hundred  mid  llfty  dnllurn   ( 


■.  ■!!.■( 


rmll\ 


i'V.ii 


ii|i|ilUul  l.in 


ll,  lint-  wllhoilt  tli 
would  cure  mo.  W 
,n  to  got  relief,  and 

■,,,|.,|,nVvUil"l.>r'l'.»nll,iuill  ■■■ 

oinforl,  us  the  Piles  do  u> 
Uespeelfully,  Kl 

0  letter  was    unsolicited 


■iles. 


.   3  35 


!4,  Independence  church,  Kans. 

!4,  at  2  P.  M.,  La  Motte  church,  Hi; 

11. 

>4,  Pokagon  church,  Cass  Co.,  Mich. 

>-i,  North  Star  church,  Ohio. 

lit,  at  5  P.  M.,  Upper  Dublin  church. 


a  kind  ■ 


cent  bottle  of  Duhhe 
he  liver  ami  bowels,  I 
atlpatlon.     Ageutw  wn 


Piles  until  this  letter  was 

eoelved.    Holaastran- 

nqulry  made  at  the  time 

lm  applied  for  Llui  agency 

I  know  him  to  be  a  re- 

sponsible  man.    Now,  having  rend  the  above  state- 

re  siiiTurliig  with  Pllos 

waste  your  money  and  con 

ilium  to  an  (Tor  by  trying 

preparations  which  will  11 

touro?    Andnsareme- 

res,  Burns,  HciiklH,  etc., 

cannot  be  found.     Dub- 

11  be  sent  by  mail,  post- 

age  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  price,— 26  oonts  por  box. 

Agents  wanted.    Address 

Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
-anced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
ind  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  folly  adapt  it  to  their 

Singl 


■  3Xc 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


ioao  lands  are  all  in  a  hardwood  Umber  belt 
-red  wllh  11  Nplendkl  growth  of  white  and  red 
maple,  elm,   and    poplar,  interspersed  with 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


lnted  and  ready  for  ill 
a.  great  question  in  e 

(  the  hooks  (lenlineif   ■ 


Bra.  McCann 


1  had 


hurch,  Ark. 


I'lea-mi! 


1,  Reno  Co. 
ngdon  Co. 


booltKo  the  Home  Mission  Fund  of 

Hi-en  in  Baltimore,  Md.  The  object  of  this 
to  raise  money  to  build  a  much-needed 
worship  in  that  city.  The  prolltsfrom  the 
lis  book  go  to  the  fund,  wo  that  every  book 
sold  will  add  to  the  fund.  Tho  work  contains  128 
id   In  good  cloth,    and    will 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. '  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year »°  «nU 

6  copies,  per  quarter ■  -  •  "5  «ntl 

10  copies  and  over «H  cents  «ch 

Sunday    School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
laments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdoBen.  .  .1    86 

Minute  Books,  eaoh, *J 

Class  Books,  per  dozen, ™ 

Cluster,  plotorinl  ohart  of  e»oh  lemon, 

>r  quarter *  w 


t  church,  Ohio. 

t.  H  and  25,  at  :'  1'.  M-,  Nnperville  church,  HI 
t.  34,  at  2  P.M.,  Lower  Miami  church.  Ohio, 
t.  24,  at  4  P.  M,,  Ligonier  church,  Waterford 
1.  .'I,  Saginaw  church,  Midi. 

4.,  Lick  Creek  chi 

..  M.,  Auglaize  Chapel 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipplsag  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  si 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  vai 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  - 
vinced. 

No,  PER   PACKAGE  OF  12  CAKDS. 

1402  Four  Designs,  very  fine,  flowered  bor- 
der, Bize  8x11, M  °' 

1815  Four  Designs,  very  line  gilt  edge,  size 


of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  all  kinds  of  % 
vegetables  and  potatoes  In  great  n 
best  quality.  The  markets,  mi  na-miunn  i,u<j  .-.»"«. 
proxrtmlty  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Dulnth  and 
Huperlor,  are  I  be  very  best,  tho  rate  for  whip- 
ping of  grain  belngoiily7!.ii  to  «  cents  por  hundred, 
lands  are  well  watered  with  creeks  and 
ma,  the  water  being  pure  and  no  trace  of  al- 
k  found  either  In  the  water  or  soil.  Plenty  of 
or  for  building  purposes,  fonoBB  and  fuel. 
Splendid  climate.  No  prairie  winds  or  blizzards, 
j  for  a  home.  A  large  traot  of 
aside  inclusively  for  the  Breth- 


zed  with  an  attendance  of  14,  and  a  church  will  t 
■rganlzed  In  t. 
On  Sept.  16  i 


Free  fare  for  land  buyers,  not  to  exceed  (16.00  on 
■  call  on  Thoo. 


d  St.,  St.  Paul.c 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
'.xoluslve  Brethren's  Agent. 


819  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x8, ' 

1296  Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x8, 

1897  Embossed   Landscape   and   Flowers, 


1281  Embossed, 


,  size  8Kx5&.  . 

size  8x5J4, .  •  •  ■ 
1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  8x6^,.  .  -  . 
1386  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  SJ^x&Ji, . 

pe,  site  8KX6&  .  . 
1291  Fine  scenery,  BizeSJ$x6# 


Hancock  uo.,  unio. 
Oct,  9,  South  Beatrice  church 


000  "The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  C 
825H  Landscape  and  Birds,  slz 


t  Tickets,  1 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
lainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
in,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
es  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
:ontainmg  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Other  Helps.-We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as'  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


,,,1, 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 

Can  ofier  to  pay  their  students'  car  f«:. 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  avray.  The  Mobile 
&Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.  For  particu- 
lars, address,  SCH00L  COMPANY, 
,4tj  Fruitdale,  Ala, 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSB1TGEE-. 


Octobe 


Higheit  of  ail  in  Leavening  Power. — La 


S.  Gov't  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 


ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

t  8  P,  M.,  Mnplo  Grove  church,  Kirns 
d  K,  Bbank  oburch,  Franklin  Co.,  I'l 
ireentown,  Ind 
t  3  P.  M.,  Black  River  church,  Ohio. 


Oct.  Ill,  Woi>dl,erry, 


Nov.  10,  at  2  I*.  M,,  Bethany,  Boon  Co.,  Intl. 

Nov.  H,  at  8  P.  M.Manvel,  Texas. 

Nov.  1H.  Rogue  River  Valloy  church,  Orogon. 


...HOME-SEEKERS'... 

EXCURSIONS 


ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMINd 

Lands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PRICES  nnd  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

Michigan  and 


Timbered  Lands' 
Frairle  Lands " 


Many 


PLAN 


u.|..  r..r 


tho  CHOP    PATMEN1 


October  6,  1896, 
and  October  20,  1896, 

NORTH  DAKOTA. 


FREE    HOMESTEADS 

Oq  OoTommoot  Lnn.ls  in  Wells,  Pinrce,  Ron,on,  McLent 
ury,  \V.ml,  i.i«l  ...I,,,,  ,  ..uuthe  in  North  Dukutf 
the  Soo  Line." 

LNJNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line,' 
I;;  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
There 

Colonies 

Line." 


The  Last  Chance 


NORTH  DAKOTA 


REDUCED  BATES. 


...HOME-SEEKERS'... 

EXCUKSION 

October  20, 

From  Chicago  to  North  Dakota  Points. 


BRETHREN 


VALI.KY,  '1  I    K'l'l  ,K 


The  Great  Northern  Railway 

Tha  Originator  of  the  Brethren 


...ONE  FARE... 


IJlus  J-J.Ui  fur  lli.>  ltUUN 
20  dnya.  There  Is  still 
LAND  to  be  taken  up,  near  where  Brethren 
church  privileges  an-  located;  Hie acres  only 
114.00  lees  at  the  United  sintes  I,and  OOlee.  1 
are  also  chances  to  buy  Improved  farms  or 
plan.    Go  and  Investigate  the  c 


,  talk  v 


i  tin.  Mid.': 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,  111. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


1847  Rogers  Bros. 

Silver-plated  Knives,  Forks  and  Spoons. 

Tor  my  prlce-ils.1  before  buying  anv  of  these 
H.  E.  NEWCOMEH, 


■ 


.FREE, 
cataloa  Blvlng 

aneous   Books 


ap.    Write  ui  a  o 
t  TRACT  COM., 


to  tnorouL'lilv    mv.-sti 

;ate  the  cllanceB  "On  the  Soo  Line,"  be 
ore  deciding  upon  new  homes.  Come 
lud  See/ 

.OURILLUSTRATE^D. LAND  ^pR|ME:RS 
'Imy  contain  i,Hi'.„'i,i,' '?,',, I  n.iV.,oi..'iNfurmnffin"<id™" 

HALF  FARES  forHomeaeekera and 

Settlers,  and   HALF 

on     Household    Goods,    Tools, 
nd    Farm    Stock,--"On   the  Soo 


...ONE  FARE.., 


O.  W.    MOTT, 

Gononil  Kmlgrntlon  Agent,  N.  P.  R'y  Co. 


Brethren'! 

Plain  Clothing] 


There  is  no  excuse  foi 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishesTo 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  i 
our    clothing,    measuring    blanks, 
and  rules  for  ordering  wi 
Lpplication.     Our  rules  for 


uv  member  0[  ■ 

wear  i 


U  be 


unci 


ny  one  can  ' 


d  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  < 
e  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  ptirchas-  I 
or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices  ] 
e  reasonable.    Address,  1 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co,,       * 

tf  WARSAW,  IND.  i 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


RATES 

Tennis 
Line." 


Address,  T.  I,  II U  1<  1 ).  LM„\  ami  I  mlustrial  Agent, 

"Soo"  Rnilwii)-.  MINNEAPOLIS,  Minnesota 
Or,  A.  A.  JACK.  Traveling  Immigration  Agent 

DETROIT,  Michigau 
Or,  FRANK  SWICKARD.  Trav.  Immigration  Aneut 
NORTH  MAN*  )..■>]  LK.  lniinuu 


VICTOR   REMEDIE 

Space. 
Vatch  for  Next  Isau 


Oct.  20. 


-RATE    Ha 


arming  reylons  of  N.- 
ruN  ROUTE"  extends 
Brethren  to  Join  the 
mselves  the  wonderful 
Remember  that  there 
ttlements  In  many 
FINE  LAND  may 


>  be  1 


LOW  PRICES. 

e  undersigned  will  give  lull  purtleu- 

P.  8.  BUSTIS, 
Gen.  Pass.  Ag't  C.  B.  &  Q.  R'y, 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

«  to  i  S3  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Full  pnrtlcu 

This  hotel  Is  centrally  located,  and 

Kunkel,  Manu 

able  Home  ol  Its  class  In  the  City. 

kota,  who  will 

moderate,  varying  In  price  from  75  cen 

«  tofi.so  per  day 

Satisfactory 

>er  person.    Thompson's  Restaurant  u 

class  Passenger  Elevator. 

-A-bout   this   Time 

Your  Fourth  Crop 

OF  ALFALFA  HAY 


r  the 


t high  t 


fifth  crop  about  Oct. 
expected  this  year  in  the  San  Jt 
11  might  be  bothered  by  rain  in  a 
rop,  as  you  always  are  in  the  En: 


lit   be  wondering    whether  yi 
I  another  crop  of  hay  about  1 


of  sphMidid 
tin  holds  of 
1   had  bette: 


nd  your  level-headed  wife  would  tell  ye 
;  another  crop  of  hay.  You  would  no 
■  ting  your  raisin  crop  with  the  help  1 
;hters,and  they  would  tell  you  how  mtic 
r  It  Is  to  handle  raisins  in  a  California 
r  than  to  shuck  corn  in  Eastern  freezing 

And  while  thu  girls  are  eating  raisins 

he    saving    their  chewing-gum  money. 

would  be  feeling  rich  over  the  high  price 
d  chickens,  and  would  have  considerable 

cooking  while  the  family   is  tilling   up 


B.  MARKS, 

Chicago,  111 


Farm  for  Sale! 


the  ilnrst 
Dakota,  1 

Story,  32x30;  substantial 

mills;  plenty  of  line 
premises; 


720   1 


5  this  5 


farming  Implements  and 
Ipments;  also  Ho  head  of  horses, 
with  full  registered  Clydesdale 
,'enrid  well  bred.  Fin,,  hunting 
Near  school  and  railroad  depot, 
lent.  The  whole  out  lit  now  inak- 
bargaincan  bo  had, 
can  hi- had  by  addressing  Martin 
,  Dawson,  Kidder  Co.,  North  [.,,. 
aln  an  interest  If  desired, 
sons  for  Belling 

J.  A.  KUNKEL, 
82  Dey  St.,  Now  York  City, 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 

BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5 X*7  inches. 
This  is  the  Style  of  Type: 

CHAPTER  1. 

1  TStamealogy  of  chi-iti  from  Abraham  to  Joseph 

";Ulu     \'i  r)'ir, ■/'""'        1J    T/,l!  ""Sil  intt  r],r  e-iV.'/i  f, 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sus  Ohrlst,  Hhe  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  "A'bra-ham  begat  t'e&ac;  and 
eI'§aac  begat  Ja'cQb;  and  -fJa'c<}b 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "Ju'das  begat  Pha'rea  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  h Pha'rea |a^ 

This  cut  shows  the  a 


in  Persian  Levant,  d 

cuit,  leather  lined  to 
under  gold  edge,  s: 
and  is  probably  the  1 


helps,  maps,  etc.,  etc.,  belong- 
ing to  the  best  o(  Bibles.  Thi 
market  price  is  id.so,  but  wa 
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^editorial  +  miscellanys- 
most  of  our  readers  remember  how  Oklahoma, 
,  was  born,  so  to  speak,  in  a 
d  day  thousands  of  home-seek- 
signal,  rushed  across  the  line, 
Some  in  wagons,  some  on  horseback  and  others 
)t,  to  lay  claim  to  a  small  piece  of  land 
hey  might  call  their  home.  Among  them 
rere  a  number  of  Brethren.  The  like  had  never 
been  seen.  It  was  a  great  army  of  ear- 
zn  and  women  struggling  for  an  honest 
For  a  time  there  were  some  troubles  but 
ere  soon  adjusted,  and  the  people  settled 
own  to  solid  work  and  are  now  building  up  a 
'tate  that  in  course  of  time  will  be  ranked  with 
perous  ones.  At  this  time  the  popula- 
learly  300,000  and  still  increasing.  Hun- 
tads  of  the  Brethren  have  entered  the  territory, 
1  many  more  will  follow,  and  before  many 
irs  we  hope  to  have  a  number  of  strong  church- 
in  that  part  of  the  Great  West.  These  church- 
need  more  ministerial  force  to  occupy  the  in- 
Vltl"g  fields  open  and  ready  for  the  spread  of  the 
"■  There  is  probably  no  greater  opening  for 
doctrine  of  the  Brethren  than  what  may  be 
ld  in  Oklahoma  at  this  time. 

Since  one-third 

spent 
Porta: 


ou 


i   our  time   is,    or   should  be, 

eeping,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  special  im- 

*  as  to  when  this  sleeping  should  be  done. 

°ncerning  the  afternoon  nap  the  Scientific  Amer- 

says:    Then  comes  the    question — Is  it  harm- 

to    fall    asleep    after  a  meal?     By   no    means; 

e  very    obvious  reason    that  the    process    is 

e  Y  a  physiological  one,  and  as  such,  when  it  oc- 

1  is  qUite  natural.     When  digestion  is  in  prog- 

,1^'  nature   has   arranged   that   all    the    available 

m    the    body    shall    be    collected     in    and 

the    digestive    organs.     Consequently,     the 

supply  to  the  brain  falls  to  a  low  ebb,  and 

^  Sleep  is  easily  induced.     On  the  other  hand, 

°urse,    physiologically,    it    is  wrong   for  brain 


bout 


work  to  be  attempted  immediately  after  a  solid 
meal.  A  more  important  question  is,  whether  it  is 
harmful  to  sleep  during  church?  This  is  what 
should  concern  church-going  people.  Now  and 
then  some  allowance  may  be  made  for  the  aged  and 
feeble,  but  we  see  no  reason  for  excusing  those 
who  ought  to  set  a  better  example,  especially 
among  the  officials.  It  is  humiliating  to  see  a  min- 
ister or  deacon  sleeping  during  the  preaching  ser- 
vice, especially  the  minister.  No  minister  of  the 
Gospel  should  ever  be  caught  sleeping  in  church. 
If  he  must  sleep,  let  him  sleep  at  home. 


Some  weeks  ago  there  was  a  great  parade  in 
Chicago.  Nearly  100,000  men,  accompanied  by 
music  and  banners,  are  said  to  have  been  in  line. 
There  was  nothing  unusual  about  this  particular 
parade,  save  the  size  of  it,  and  yet  there  was  one 
feature  connected  with  the  affair  that  is  remarka- 
ble. The  shouts  of  the  people,  the  music  from  the 
bands  and  the  speeches  made  by  the  orators  of 
the  day,  could  be  distinctly  heard  in  New  York 
City.  Mr.  McKinley  sat  quietly  in  his  home  at  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  and  listened  to  the  proceedings.  The 
telephone  connections  with  these  places  were  such 
at  the  time  that  the  exercises  could  be  enjoyed  as 
stated.  This  shows  the  possibility  of  all  the  cities 
in  this  country  being  placed  within  speaking  dis- 
tance of  each  other  in  course  of  time. 


Honey  has  had  more  or  less  to  do  with  Bible  his- 
tory evei  since  ui*j  units  me  i^oiu  spoKc  ui  tales- 
tine  as  the  "land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey." 
Of  John  the  Baptist  it  is  said  that  he  lived  on 
locusts  and  wild  honey.  The  honey  he  probably 
found  in  crevices  of  rocks  where  it  had  been  stored 
by  the  bees.  Samson  one  time  found  honey  in  the 
carcass  of  a  lion  he  had  killed,  but  it  remained  for 
the  Baptists,  in  Cassville,  N.  J.,  to  find  an  abundance 
of  honey  stored  away  in  the  belfry  of  their  church. 
For  some  reason  no  bell  was  placed  in  the  belfry 
when  the  church  was  completed,  but  not  long  since, 
at  a  gathering,  a  gentleman  went  into  the  belfry 
for  some  seats  that  had  been  stored  there.  He 
soon  returned,  saying  that  the  thing  was  full  of 
honey.  He  was  not  believed  at  first,  but  on  investi- 
gation he  was  found  to  be  right.  It  took  two  days 
to  remove  the  great  quantity  of  honey  that  had  been 
deposited  there  by  the  bees.  The  sale  of  the  hon- 
ey placed  over  one  hundred  dollars  in  the  church 
treasury.  While  this  particular  incident  is  not  like- 
ly to  induce  churches  to  turn  their  belfries  into  bee 
hives,  and  go  into  the  bee  business,  still,  if  the 
members  of  each  congregation  would  labor  to  be  as 
industrious  as  these  bees,  and  bring  into  the  church 
as  much  sweetness  as  they  did,  we  would  soon  have 
a  land  flowing  with  spiritual  milk  and  honey. 


Since  the  Pope  of  Rome  has  refused  to  accept 
the  orders  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  will  not 
acknowledge  the  validity  of  any  of  her  forms  of 
worship,  it  is  intimated  that  an  alliance  between 
the  Greek  church  and  the  Church  of  England  may 
be  among  the  possibilities.  The  two  great  bodies 
have  for  years  been  on  friendly  terms,  and  now 
seem  to  be  drawing  closer  together.  Should  this 
alliance  occur,  the  new  body  thus  formed  will 
greatly  outnumber  the  Catholics.  There  are  some 
things  favorable  to  the  proposed  union,  and  oth- 
ers against  it.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  how 
image  worship  is  to  be  accepted  by  the  members 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  is  a  part  of 
the  Greek,  as  well  as  the  Roman  Catholic  system 
of  worship.  Baptism  will  not  stand  in  the  way, 
for  while  the  Greeks  invariably  practice  trine  im- 


mersion, the  Church  of  England  endorses  both 
trine  immersion  and  trine  aspersion,  She  would 
probably  have  to  dispense  with  the  aspersion  and 
confine  herself  to  the  trine  immersion  as  her  only 
form  of  baptism.  At  this  time  the  Catholic 
church,  considered  the  strongest  body  in  Christen- 
dom, also  practices  trine  aspersion.  Now,  should 
the  union  referred  to,  take  place  it  would  then  be  a 
fact  that  much  the  largest  body  of  Christians  in 
the  world  would  be  wholly  on  the  side  of  trine  im- 
mersion. As  it  is,  the  Catholic  church,  coming 
first,  is  on  the  side  of  trine  aspersion.  The  Greek 
ehurch,  next  in  size,  is  wholly  on  the  side  of  trine 
immersion,  and  the  Church  of  England  favors 
both  trine  aspersion  and  trine  immersion.  These 
three  outnumber  all  the  rest  of  Christendom  put 
together,  showing  clearly  that  when  it  comes  to 
numbers,  the  trine  action  in  baptism  has  the  ad- 
vantage over  the  single  action,  probably  ten  to  one. 


Criminal  literature  is  playing  havoc  with  the 
reading  public  in  America.  This  was  brought  to 
notice  in  a  forcible  manner  a  few  weeks  ago. 
At  Dalton,  Ohio,  a  seven-year-old  boy  shot  and 
killed  a  playmate,  aged  14  years.  The  muiderer 
seems  to  take  delight  in  such  deeds,  and  has  an 
enormous  development  in  that  direction.  It  might 
be  said  that  he  is  a  born  criminal.  Investigations 
show  that,  a  short  time  before  the  boy  was  borp, 
the  mother  whiled  away  the  weeks  reading  novels 
of  the  most  bloody  and  daring  sort.  For  weeks 
11^1  uiinu  <a<m  occupied  with  crime  of  the  most 
cruel  and  revolting  character.  Being  a  woman  of 
rare  gifts,  she  entered  into  the  bloody  and  horri- 
ble scenes  of  the  novels  with  a  keen  perception 
of  the  well-laid  and  skillfully-executed  plans. 
While  nature  was  forming  the  child,  and  rounding 
out  his  mental  qualities,  the  mind  of  the  moth- 
er was  steeped  in  criminal  deeds.  This  con- 
dition was  imparted  to  the  child,  and  he  entered 
the  world  a  ready-made  criminal.  Here  we  may 
see  the  result  of  criminal  literature.  And  this  is 
not  the  only  criminal  case  that  may  be  traced  to 
the  unwise  mother.  Children,  to  be  well  born, 
should  never  be  exposed,  by  their  mothers,  to  any 
element  that  may  not  be  woven  into  their  little 
souls.  What  accounts  some  mothers  will  have  to 
render  before  the  great  judgment  bar  of  God! 


For  years  we  had  our  strange  notions  about  the 
nature  and  location  of  the  Great  American  Des- 
ert. We  never  have  been  able  to  find  it  save  on 
some  of  the  old  maps  of  the  United  States.  The 
most  of  the  once  supposed  barren  region  is  now 
settled,  and  the  time  is  probably  coming  when 
all  of  it  will  be  cultivated.  This  leads  us  to  say, 
that  we  are  likely  to  have  to  dismiss  our  old  ideas 
concerning  the  great  Sahara  Desert  of  North  Af- 
rica. For  centuries  it  has  been  supposed  to  be 
entirely  destitute  of  both  vegetation  and  water,  but 
late  reports  indicate  that  it,  or  at  least  parts  of  it, 
may  yet  become  a  prosperous  region.  Portions  of 
the  desert  are  traversed  by  large  streams,  that  over- 
flow their  banks  in  the  spring  and  the  receding 
water,  during  the  summer,  leaves  great  plains  cov- 
ered with  grass  sufficient  to  support  large  flocks. 
There  are  said  to  be  many  rich  and  well-watered 
sections,  where  there  are  fine  grassy  plains.  A 
large  portion  of  the  region  is  also  said  to  be  fav- 
ored with  an  abundance  of  water,  flowing  so  near 
the  surface,  that  it  may  be  raised  and  used  for  irri- 
gating purposes  to  a  good  advantage.  The  only 
trouble  is  the  shifting  sand,  driven  by  the  winds. 
That  great  belt  of  country,  long  considered  worth- 
less, may  yet  blossom  as  the  rose. 
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CONSCIENCE  AND  REMORSE. 

"  Good-bye,"  I  said  to  my  conscience 

- 

"  Good-bye  for  aye  and  aye." 

And  I  put  her  hands  off  harshly, 

And  turned  my  face  away; 

And  conscience,  smitten  sorely. 

Returned  not  from  that  day. 

But  a  lime  came  when  my  spirit 

Grew  weary  of  its  pace; 

And  I  cried:  "  Come  back,  my  consc 

I  long  to  see  thy  face." 

But  conscience  cried:  "  I  can  not, 

Remorse  sits  in  my  place." 

— Paul  Lawrenc 

t  Dunbar. 

SANCTIFICATION. 


In  Two  Parts.— Part  Two. 

In  this  article  I  propose  to  notice  first,  that  class 
ol  Scriptures  where  the  word  sanctify  occurs,  and 
does  not  necessarily  mean  to  make  that,  which  is 
sanctified,  any  better  than  it  was  before  being 
sanctified.  Jesus  says,  '•  And  for  their  sakes  I  sanc- 
tify myself,  that  they  also  might  be  sanctified 
through  the  truth."  Now,  in  what  sense  are  we  to 
apply  the  word  in  this  case?  Certainly  not  that  he 
made  himself  more  holy,— for  there  was  no  sin 
about  him.  The  meaning  seems  easy,  when  we  use 
it  as  conveying  the  idea,  that  he  set  himself 
apart  for  the  perfecting  of  the  Father's  will  and 
work.  In  this  way  he  sanctified  elements  and  insti- 
tuted ordinances,  all  of  which  were  parts  and  par- 
cels of  God's  Word,— and,  therefore,  the  truth. 
Through  a  proper  use  of  these,  his  followers  could 
be  sanctified. 

In  a  similar  way  I  Pet.  3:  15  is  to  be  understood. 
We  read,  "Sanctify  the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts." 
Here  you  will  notice  that  man  is  called  upon  to 
"sanctify  God."  We  all  know  that  man  can  not 
make  the  Lord  God  any  better,  or  more  holy  than 
he  was,  but  man  can  set  apart  the  Lord  as  the 
object  of  his  devotion  and  his  adoration,  and  this, 
doubtless,  is  the  apostle's  meaning, — to  set  apart  for 
a  sacred  or  special  purpose. 

In  the  same  sense  are  we  to  understand  1  Cor.  7: 
14,  which  says,  "The  unbelieving  husband  is  sanc- 
tified by  the  wife,  and  the  unbelieving  wife  is  sanc- 
tified by  the  husband."  These  two,  though  one  of 
them  is  an  unbeliever,  have  made  a  covenant  to 
live  together  as  husband  and  wife,  and  have  pledged 
themselves  to  each  other,  to  be  tiue  to  each  other 
until  death. 

Each  of  them  have  alike  set  apart  the  other  as 
their  companion  through  life,  to  sup  the  sweets  and 
the  bitters  of  life  together,  and  the  word  "  sancti- 
fied," is  used  by  the  apostle  to  indicate  that  obliga- 
tion. 

I  call  attention  to  one  more  case  on  this  line,  as 
found  in  Lev.  27:  14,  which  reads,  "  And  when  a 
man  shall  sanctify  his  house  to  be  holy  unto  the 
Lord,  then  the  priest  shall  estimate  it,  whether  it  be 
good  or  bad:  as  the  priest  shall  estimate  it,  so  shall 
it  stand." 

The  man  who  sanctifies  his  house,  does  not  make 
any  change  in  the  material  of  which  the  house  is 
built,  but  only  sets  the  whole  of  it  apart,  as  for  the 
Lord, — not  to  be  desecrated,  or  used  for  unholy 
purposes. 

Here  is  a  lesson  for  those  who  build,  and  dedi- 
cate, or  sanctify,  houses  to  the  Lord,  and  ther 
into  them  and  sit  down  to  eat  and  drink  and  imm 
ately  rise  up  to  play.  O  how  can  the  Lord  be  pleased 
with  such  a  use  of  his  house?  Surely  such  can  be 
no  other  than  a  desecration  of  the  sanctified  house. 
Lastly,  but  not  least,  I  notice  our  bodies  as  being 
sanctified,  or  consecrated  to  the  Lord.  The  apostle 
asks  a  very  significant  question,  in  the  following 
words:  "  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of 
God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you." 
1  Cor.  3:  16. 


Do  we  realize  that  we  are  indeed  the  temple  of 
God?  If  so,  then  what  are  we  going  to  do  with  the 
next  verse,  which  says,  "  If  any  man  defile  the  tem- 
ple of  God,  him  shall  God  destroy;  for  the  temple 
of  God  is  holy,  which  temple  ye  are?  " 

Some  time  ago,  while  in  conversation  with  a  man, 
on  the  subject  of  a  higher  Christian  life,  he  re- 
marked that  he  was  guilty  of  a  "  nasty,  filthy  hab- 
it." I  said  to  him,  "You  claim  to  be  a  Christian, 
do  you  not?  " 

"  O  yes,"  he  answered. 

Then  said  I,  "You  are  a  'nasty  filthy'  Chris- 
tian, are  you? " 

This  he  did  not  enjoy,  and  wished  to  know  of  me, 
if  I  were  going  to  brand  him  in  that  manner.  "  O," 
I  said,  "  I  was  only  putting  the  different  parts 
of  your  language  together,  so  as  to  be  able  to  read 
it  intelligently,  and,  therefore,  '  out  of  thine  own 
mouth  will  1  judge  thee.'  " 

Think  of  it,  all  ye  who  claim  to  be  Christians, — a 
nasty,  filthy,  sanctified  Christian!  What  a  fearful 
"misnomer!"  Don't  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that  if 
any  man  "  defile  the  temple  ot  God,  him  shall  God 
destroy."  How  -can  we  use  that  which  is  filthy, 
without  being  defiled?    A  fearful  question  for  all. 

I  call  attention  to  one  more  quotation  from  Paul, 
1  Cor.  6:  19,  20,  "  What!  know  ye  not  that  your 
body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in 
you,  which  ye  nave  of  God,  and  ye  are  not  your 
own?  For  ye  are  bought  with  a  price:  therefore 
glorify  God  in  your  body,  and  in  your  spirit,  which 
are  God's." 

This  gives  us  to  understand  we  are  notour  own 
property,  but  we  are  purchased  property,  and  there- 
toie    we    should    endeavor    to  .render    acceptable 
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journ   here    is   ended.     It   is    often 
tearful  thing  to  die,— but  I  think  it 
tearful  thing  to  live,  because  our 
made  in  death,  but  in  lite.     If  we  \v 
mphant  death 


-ill  du 


: cannot 
:s  after  our  so- 
id  that  it  is  a 
a  much  more 
stakes  are  not 
ve  a  sanctified 
Save,  Lord 


May  every  one  now  say  this 


HOW  TO  REACH  THE  MASSES. 


The  following  extract  from  "  Reaching  the  Mass- 
es," by  H.  L.  Hastings,  presents  such  pertinent  re- 
marks on  a  very  prominent  and  much  discussed 
question  that  it  well  deserves  the  careful  considera- 
tion of  every  one  interested  in  the  propagation  of 
the  Gospel: 

"  We  are  not  to  wait  for  the  people  to  come  and 
hear  the  Gospel.  Some  one  asked  a  man,  '  Why  do 
you  not  come  to  church?'  'Why  doesn't  the 
church  come  to  us?'  was  the  answer,  There  is  no 
Scripture  which  tells  sinners  they  must  come  to 
church,  but  there  are  plenty  of  Scriptures  which  bid 
Christians  go  and  seek  and  save  the  lost.  The 
Good  Shepherd  did  not  go  to  work  and  build  a 
magnificent  sheepfold,  in  the  highest  style  of  archi- 
tecture, and  then  sit  down  and  wait  for  the  lost 
sheep  to  come  home.  He  went  into  the  wilderness 
and  found  it,  and  laid  it  on  his  shoulders  and 
brought  it  back.  Christ  said,  '  Follow  me,  and  I 
will  make  you  fishers  of  men.'  But  a  fisherman 
does  not  go  up  on  a  high  hill  and  build  a  brown- 
stone  fish-house,  and  finish  it  off  with  mahogany, 
and  then  sit  down  and  expect  the  fish  will  come 
ashore  and  crawl  up  half  a  mile  through  the  sand 
into  his  fish-house,  to  give  him  a  chance  to  catch 
them.  If  he  would  get  fish  he  must  ■  launch  forth 
into  the  deep,'  and  let  down  the  net  for  a  draught. 
So,  if  we  are  to  reach  the  masses,  we  must^o  after 
them,  and  seek  to  win  them  to  Christ.  If  we  can 
gather  them  to  the  house  of  prayer,  let  us  make  the 
most  of  our  opportunities;  but  if  not,  let  us  go  into 
the  wilderness,  down  by  the  sea-side,  into  the 
lanes  and  streets,  and  compel  them  to  come  in:  and 
if  we  have  authority  from  heaven,  we  need  not  seek 
authority  from  earth.  John  the  Baptist  found  a 
spot  down  by  the  river  Jordan  where  he  could 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  he  went  at  it.  But  if  he  had 
waited  and  sent  up  to  ask  the  Pharisees  and  Sad- 


ducees  if  they  had  any  objection  to  his  pre7T^ 
on  the  public  grounds,  in  the  vicinity  of  th  '"^ 
Jordan,  no  doubt  some  old  hypocrite  would  ha  '" 
terfered  and  compelled  him  to  suspend  operaf  "" 
He  did  no  such  thing,  he  began  crying  i„  the0°i 
derness,  'Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heave 
at  hand.'  And  ere  long  Judea  and  Jerusalem  »„" 
pouring  out  to  hear,  and  the  Scribes  and  Pharis  " 
themselves  came  to  be  baptized." 


LEPROSY  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  the   thirteenth    chapter   of  Leviticus,  after 
minute  recital  of  the  marks    by   which  the 
can  certainly  recognize  the   disease,  we  find  1 
"And  the  leper  in  whom  the  plague  is,  his  clothes 
shall  be  rent  and  his  head  bare,  and  he  shall  put  a 
covering  upon  his  upper  lip,  and  he  shall  cry,  Un- 
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tions  as  to  the  thorough  purification  or  burning  nf 
the  garments  worn  by  the  leprous  subject;  and  in 
the  next  chapter  we  find  the  following:  "And 
the  priest  shall  go  forth  out  of  the  camp;  and  the 
priest  shall  look,  and  behold  if  the  plague  of  lepro- 
sy be  healed  in  the  leper,"  etc.  From  these 
brief  extracts  we  learn  that  the  priest  and  the  phy- 
sician were  united  in  the  same  person,  that  they  be- 
lieved the  disease  contagious,  and  put  in  practice 
efficient  measures  for  the  prevention  of  its  spread 
by  isolating  the  leper  and  burning  the  garments 
he  had  worn,  and,  most  cheering  of  all,  that,  in  that 
early  day,  the  disease  was  considered  curable. 
Still  it  is  to  be  noted  what  an  elaborate  ceremonial 
was  to  be  observed  by  the  man  who  had  been  deliv- 
ered from  what  was  regarded  as  a  great  danger,  not 
to  say  curse. 

Attention  is  just  now  sharply  called  to  this 
cient  disease  by  the  simultaneous  announcement 
from  Kitasato,  in  Japan,  and  Dr.  Bouffe,  of  Pans, 
that  each  has  found  the  bacillus  that  produces 
leprosy,  and  also  that  each  believes  he  has  found  a 
toxin  that  will  destroy  it.  The 
comes  upon  the  heels  of  the  new 
more  than  a  hundred  lepers  to-day 
streets  of  Paris;  and  it  is  not  so  very  1 
were  told  that  a  leper  had  been  found  at  I 
the  streets  of  New  York,  and  everybody  indulged  in 
a  corresponding  shiver  of  alarm,  and  dismissed 
the  subject  from  his  mind,  especially  after  he  read 
that  "  Long  Tong,  the  Chinese  leper,  had  been 
transferred  to  North  Brother  Island."  It  will  b( 
noticed  that  all  these  Mosaic  laws  and  statements 
assume  that  leprosy  is  contagious  and  everybody  is 
now  prepared  to  believe  that  in  all  contagious  diseas- 
es there  is  a  communication  of  those  microscopical 
bodies  called  bacilli,  but  in  these  days  of  walking 
right  up  to  scientific  ghosts  and  challenging  them  to 
disclose  themselves  down  to  the  minutest  particie 
and  particular,  we  learn  that  we  have  little  fear  ol 
acquiring  the  disease  ourselves,  but  that  we  have 
much  to  learn  in  treating  the  unfortunate  victims, 
when  found,  more  in  accordance  with  Christian 
rules  of  mercy.  Here  is  what  the  distinguished 
dermatologist,  Dr.  George  H.  Fox,  said  in  his  last 
report  to  the  Health  Department  of  New  York 
City: 

"  I  can  say  positively,  that  during  all  this  time  there  nev 
has  been  a  single  case  ot  infection  from  one  of  these  P  ' 
tients.  The  popular  impression  about  leprosy  and  ils  con  »S 
ious  features  is  very  erroneous.  Leprosy  is  no  more  dang" 
ous  than  consumption.  Persons  in  a  street-car  are  » 
much  more  likely  to  contract  tuberculosis  from  the  "P"  ( 
tion  of  a  consumptive  than  to  get  leprosy  from  the  P'es™|  |t 
a  leper.  Leprosy  is,  of  course,  contagious,  and  prota  ' 
can  be  contracted  in  accidental  ways,  as  other  dteeaj""^ 
blood  are;  but  the  terror  of  a  leper  is  something  1B"  d 
founded  in  fact.  Ten  years  ago  a  man  in  a  very  a  ^ 
stage  of  leprosy  was  treated  here  at  one  of  the  hos^bel'e  zK 
he  recovered,  proving  that  leprosy  can  be  cured.  refully 
other  cases  just  as  conclusive;  but  that  man  was  c  rf 
treated  in  the  hospital,  and  he  received  all  the  col  ^  ^ 
life,  whereas,  if  he  had  been  locked  up  in  a  lazaretto, ,  ^]d 
food  handed  to  him  through  a  hole,  probably  .sibataS 
have  died.  The  great  difficulty  in  curing  ^P™^  be],o-< 
soon  as  a  person  learns  that  he  has  it,  he  is  ma  ^  aQ(j 

that  all  hope  is  gone.    He  is  treated  as  a  doome        ^gJ. 
made  to  believe  that  he  is  an  object  to  be  shunned    ?tec0„i 
body,    Naturally  enough  it  is  difficult  for  a  person 
under  such  circumstances." 
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been  properly  disposed  ot  when  it  is  announced 
that  a  leper  '  will  be  carefully  isolated  for  the  rest 
of  his  days  "  in  the  building  devoted  to  his  class  on 
North  Brother  Island,  and  he  will  be  put  into  "  a 
small  wooden  building  of  two  rooms." — The  Inde- 
pendent. 


SMYRNA, 

BV  G.  J.   FERCKEN. 

The  Sad  Tale  of  our  First  Orphan. 

Two  days  ago  was  brought  to  us  our  first  Armen- 
ian orphan,  Hagop  Sakijian,  is  his  name, — a  bright, 
dark-harrcd,  black-eyed,  fine-looking  boy,  twelve 
years  old.  His  story  brought  many  tears  to  our 
eyes,  and  will,  no  doubt,  move  the  hearts  of  all  our 
people  be  they  interested  in,  or  indifferent  to,  our 
orphanage  and  the  foreign  missionary  cause.  Hag- 
op  is  a  native  of  Ourfah,  the  old  Ur  of  the  Chal- 
dees,  the  birth-place  and  early  home  of  the  patri- 
arch Abraham.  It  is  situated  about  150  miles  east 
of  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  was,  during  the  re- 
cent troubles,  one  of  the  few  cities  where  the  mas- 
sacres raged  most  furiously,  and  where  the  tortures, 
inflicted  upon  the  poor  Armenians,  were  most  fiend- 
ish, horrible  and  atrocious. 

"  It  was  about  Christmas,"  says  Hagop  Sakijian, 
"  when  being  one  day  out  of  town,  in  the  suburbs 
of  Ourfah,  the  Turks  sounded  the  alarm  which, 
among  them,  was  the  sign  and  prelude  of  a  massa- 
cre. The  Armenians  ran  all  for  refuge  to  their 
church  building;  but  the  Turks  soon  surrounded  it, 
and,  pumping  petroleum  on  the  building,  set  it  on 
fire,  consuming  both  the  edifice  and  those  that 
crowded  it." 

Imagine,  dear  reader,  the  horrible  death  of  those 
hundreds  who  were  first  cooled  off  with  the  com- 
bustible liquid,  and  then,  immediately  after,  sur- 
rounded, ignited,  tortured  and  annihilated  by  the 
heU  like  flames  of  this  new  place  of  torment! 
AIn  that  sad  catastrophe  perished  the  father  and 
mother  of  poor  Hagop.  Returning  home,  and  see- 
ing soldiers  running  in  the  distance,  he  apprehend- 
ed something  that  might  prove  fatal  to  him,  so  he 
ran  home  to  hide  himself  and  warn  his  parents. 
The  poor  boy  knew  not  that  they  were  in  Paradise 
with  those  who,  "under  the  altar"  and  for  "the 
testimony  which  they  held,"  cry  with  a  loud  voice, 
saying,  "  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost 
thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth?" 

Hagop  heard  the  wild  soldiers  running  in  the  di- 
rection of  his  dwelling  which,  like  all  the  houses  in 
that  part  of  Turkey,  are  rather  huts,  which  afford 
no  secure  shelter  or  protection.  So  Hagop,  un- 
doubtedly moved  by  him  who  numbers  all  our 
hairs,  and  suffers  not  the  sparrow  to  fall  on  the 
ground  without  his  will,  ran  to  the  well  back  of  his 
house,  and,  by  means  of  the  rope  that  lets  the 
bucket  down,  descended  into  it.  The  well  was 
narrow,  dark  and  so  very  deep  that,  from  the  bot- 
tom of  it,  its  mouth  looked  not  wider  than  a  silver 
dollar. 

Hagop  slid  down  the  rope  very  deftly  and  rap- 
idly, and  when  his  feet  touched  the  water  he 
managed  to  rest  them  on  two  stones,  protruding 
from  the  wall,  and  held  himself  to  the  rope.  The 
brave,  courageous  boy  remained  in  that  deep,  cold, 
dark  pit  twenty -four  hours,  without  food,  and  shiver- 
"»g  with  cold. 

Meantime  the  enemies  visited  the  house,  with 
the  intention  of  plundering  it  and  killing  those 
parents  of  Hagop  who  had  already  perished  in  the 
church,  but  finding  no  one  in  it,  they  went  into 
the  garden  and,  to  be  sure  that  no  one  was  con- 
cealed in  the  well,  they  threto  stones  in  it  and  fired 
guns,  but  God  who,  in  his  mysterious  dealings, 
would  spare  the  child  but  not  the  parents,  so  pro- 
tected the  poor  boy  that  not  a  missile  hurled  at 
n»m  touched  him.  They  only  struck  the  walls  of 
he  well  in  their  way  downward  and  fell  at  his  feet 
"i  the  water. 

When  Hagop,  after  a  night  and  a  day,  came  out 
oi  the  well,  he  entered  his  house,   found  it  plun- 


dered and  on  the  floor  lay  the  bodies  of  many  Ar- 
menians, beknown  to  him  but  not  related.  Next 
day,  after  sunset,  he  fled  from  Ourfah,  walked  ten 
days  as  far  as  Tskenderoun  or  Alexandretta,  ap- 
prehending all  the  while,  during  that  long,  solitary 
journey,  the  appearance  of  the  cruel,  nomadic 
Kurds.  But  God  seemed  to  have  a  purpose  in 
protecting  Hagop  and  so  he  reached  that  sea-port 
without  molestation  whatever,  finding  food  and 
shelter  in  the  little  villages  between  his  native 
city  and  the  sea.  At  Alexandretta,  the  captain  of 
a  Greek  ship,  moved  with  compassion,  tdok  the 
boy  on  board  with  him,  gave  him  clothes,  and, 
without  charging  him  anything,  brought  him  to 
Smyrna,  where  he  landed  two  weeks  ago. 

Here  Hagop  went  at  once  to  his  bishop,  but  this 
great  dignitary  of  the  church  could  do  nothing  for 
him!  He  went  to  see  the  different  Armenian 
priests  of  our  city,  but  these  also  could  not  help 
him.  He  tried  to  find  work  in  an  Armenian  print- 
ing-office as  an  errand-boy,  but,  after  remaining 
a  few  days  there,  they  would  not  pay  him  a  piaster. 
He  again  went  and  applied  to  an  Armenian  priest. 
This  ecclesiastic,  finding  that  his  own  people  and 
nation  could  and  would  do  nothing  for  this  boy, 
took  him  to  a  friend  of  ours,  an  Armenian,  and 
the  pastor  of  the  Protestant  Armenian  congrega- 
tion of  our  city.  This  brother,  knowing  that  we 
are  to  open  an  orphanage,  brought  him  to  us. 

Poor  Hagop  is  very  happy  now.  He  says  he 
loves  us  and  that  he  will  study  his  mother  tongue 
(Armenian)  and  English  also;  and  when  he  grows 
to  be  a  big  boy,  he  wants  to  go  to  free  America, 
where  there  are  no    Turks  that  massacre  the  Chris- 

When  the  dear  child  woke  up  this  morning  he 
said  that  since  that  night,  spent  in  the  well  at  Our- 
fah, he  never  slept  so  well,  so  sound  and  so  sweet- 
ly. No  wonder,  if  we  bear  in  mind  that,  since 
Hagop  landed  in  Smyrna,  he  slept  every  night 
on  the  cold  marble  of  the  Armenian  Cathedral's 
porch  without  a  mattress  under  him,  or  cover  over 
him,  or  pillow  under  his  head!  Surely,  brethren 
and  sisfers,  this  twelve-year-old-boy  has  already 
witnessed  the  blessed  influence  of  the  Gospel  by 
the  simple  fact  of  the  home  which  our  Fraternity  is 
giving  him  and  of  the  arms  of  warm  sympathy  we 
are  throwing  around  him  as  we  are  pressing  him  on 
our  heart.  He  so  much  likes  family  prayer,  al- 
though he  does  not  understand  what  we  read  and 
what  we  ask;  but  the  fact  that  we  read  the  Book 
and  reverently  kneel  to  speak  to  God,  impresses 
him  most  deeply.  He  speaks  Armenian  and  Turk- 
ish, and  as  he  also  knows  some  Arabic,  we  can  well 
understand  each  other.  He  is  very  bright  and  of 
quick  perception  and  during  his  short  stay  of  two 
weeks  in  Smyrna  he  has  already  picked  up  enough 
Greek  to  understand  what  is  said  to  him. 

Surely  those  who  have  contributed  toward  the 
support  of  the  Armenian  fatherless  in  the  Smyrna 
Orphanage,  will  consider  the  ingathering  of  this 
boy  the  best  reward  the  Lord  can  bestow  upon 
them  in  this  world.  Surely  the  history  of  poor 
Hagop,  so  miraculously  saved,  so  wonderfully  pre- 
served, will  stir  up  the  hearts  and  waken  up  the 
consciences  of  many  in  our  Fraternity!  More  than 
that, — it  will  open  the  hand  and  purse  of  many  a 
so-called  follower  of  Christ,  who,  praying,  "Thy 
kingdom  come,"  has  never  encouraged  or  sup- 
ported the  missionary  cause.  The  pathetic  story 
of  this  orphan  boy  is  not  the  worst  of  its  kind; 
others  there  are  yet  (and  girls,  too)  who  have  been 
wounded,  who  are  covered  with  scars,  whose  ears, 
nose  or  tongue  have  been  mutilated  or  eyes  ex- 
tracted. To  give  them  a  home,  bread,  shelter,  ed- 
ucation, the  knowledge  of  Christ  and  of  that  great 
love  of  the  Father  (even  when  he  sends  adversity), 
is  not  that  also  missionary  work  in  which  not  on- 
ly we,  missionaries  in  Smyrna,  partake,  but  in 
which  every  church  member  at  home  may  do  his 
share,  even  from  his  own  fireside?  Evidently  God 
must  have  had  a  purpose  in  saving  the  life  of  this 
boy  of  the  old  city  of  Ur  and  sending  him  to  us. 
In  his  own  good  time  he  will  reveal  to  our  mission 
here  and  to  our  Brotherhood  in  America  what  we 
would  so  much  like  to  fathom  at  present.      But 


"what  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now,  but  thou  shalt 
know  hereafter."  Who  knows  but  what  that  first 
orphan  may  become  yet  a  useful  member  of  our 
mission,  a  teacher,  or  a  missionary  to  his  own  peo- 
ple and  the  land  of  the  "  Father  of  the  Faithful." 
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THE  DUTIES    AND    PRIVILEGES   OF    WOMAN  IN  THE 
DIFFERENT  LINES  OF  CHURCH  WORK. 

BY    MARY    HOOVER. 

Rtad  at  the  Ministerial  Meeting  in  the  Sandy  Church,   Ohio, 
Oct.  2,  iSq6. 

This  subject  is  one  of  the  gravest  character,  and 
of  vast  importance.  Profound  theologians,  as  well 
as  devoted  saints,  have  been  perplexed  at  the  ap- 
parent discrepancies  between  various  passages  of 
Scripture,  relative  to  women,  and  women,  too,  are 
often  at  a  loss  to  know  what  is  really  their  duty  or 
even  privilege  in  the  great  work,  which  our  blessed 
Master  has  assigned  to  his  church.  But  in  this 
short  essay  we  will  not  attempt  to  theorize  at 
length,  but  will  say  that  from  the  best  sources  from 
which  we  are  able  to  get  information,  it  is  mostly 
believed  that  all  the  prohibitory  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture, relative  to  women,  were  given  because  of  the 
ignorance  and  audacity  of  the  heathen  women, 
the  manifold  pagan  ideas,  the  Greek  and  Roman 
improprieties,  which  were  brought  into  the  early 
church  by  the  admission  of  the  Gentile  women, 
and  that  women  did  take  an  active  part  in  church 
work. 

The  question  is,  What  are  the  duties  and  priv- 
ileges of  Christian  women  in  the  work  of  the 
church?  Webster  says  "  duty  "  means  "  that  which 
is  due."  "Privilege"  implies  a  peculiar  benefit, 
advantage  or  favor. 

Let  us  look  at  a  few  passages  of  Scripture  and 
see  what  women  did  in  the  early  church. 

In  Matt.  28:  10  we  see  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
resurrection  woman  was  early  at  the  grave,  while 
it  was  yet  dark,  and  it  was  to  woman  that  the 
Savior  first  spake  and  said,  "Go  tell  my  brethren," 
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"Go  tell  the  glad  news  of  the 
Woman,  then,  was  the  first  mission; 
Savior  after  his  resurrection. 

In  Acts  1:  14  we  read  there  were  women  waiting, 
with  the  apostles,  at  Jerusalem  in,  that  upper  room, 
for  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  continuing 
in  prayer.  Here  woman  took  an  active  part  in 
the  first  prayer  meeting,  and  in  Acts  2:  4  we  read, 
"  They  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  be- 
gan to  speak  with  other  tongues  as  the  Spirit  gave 
them  utterance."  At  this  time  his  servants  and 
hand-maidens  did  prophesy. 

In  Acts  21:  9  we  read  that  Philip  had  four 
daughters,  virgins,  that  did  prophesy.  Here  we 
are  told  that  woman  preached  ( meaning  ot  "  proph- 
esy "  in  the  original). 

Paul,  to  the  Romans,  speaks  of  different  women 
whom  he  calls  "  servants  of  the  church  "  and  who" 
labored  in  the  Gospel,  and  in  1  Tim.  5:  9-10  we 
read  of  certain  qualifications  that  were  necessary, 
in    order  that   widows    might   be   taken   into   "the 

We  have  BrcrC.  H.  Balsbaugh  for  authority  that 
this  "number"  was  a  lofty  and  responsible  office, 
which  was  assigned  to  women  as  well  as  men.  It 
was  to  be  a  trustee  of  the  funds  of  the  church,  be- 
ing administrator,  under  the  bishop,  of  the  charit- 
able business  of  the  church.  In  order  to  be  worthy 
of  this  office  she  must  be  well  reported  of  for  good 
works.  "  If  she  have  brought  up  children,  if  she 
have  lodged  strangers,  if  she  have  washed  the 
saints'  feet,  if  she  have  relieved  the  afflicted,  if  she 
have  diligently  followed  every  good  work," — these, 
then,  are  some  of  the  important  duties  of  woman 
in  the  church. 

"  If  she  have  brought  up  children,"— this  is  one 
of  the  most  important  parts  of  woman's  work.    The 
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building  of  character  and  the  manner  in  which  we 
bring  up  our  children  is  a  matter  of  importance. 
Sisters,  the  little  ones  come  to  us  pure  and  inno- 
cent How  well  we  should  be  fitted  to  take  the 
proper  care  of  their  tender  bodies  and  undefiled 
minds,  both  by  precept  and  example!  Who  needs 
a  better  education  or  more  thorough  preparation 
for  her  work  than  a  mother?  Would  not  at  least 
a  partial  knowledge  of  physiology,  phrenology,  and 
even  theology  be  advisable  that  she  be  thoroughly 
theochristic,  and>//of  the  Holy  Ghost? 

It  is  the  mother  who  makes  the  first  impressions 
on  the  young  and  tender  mind.  She  should  be 
capable  of  taking  the  proper  care  of  the  health,  the 
morals  and  religion  of  the  children,  for  "  with  the 
mother's  milk  the  young  child  drinks  in  instruc- 
tion." It  is  she  who  should  be  able  to  explain  to 
the  young  mind  the  why  and  wherefore  of  so 
many  things.  I  repeat,  Who  needs  a  better,  or 
more  extended  education,  to  be  more  thoroughly 
Christed  and  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  than  the 
mother,  or  she  who  brings  up  children? 

Works  of  charity,  love  and  sympathy  constitute 
a  part  of  the  necessary  qualifications  of  a  true 
mother.  "  Lodged  strangers,  relieved  the  afflicted, 
washed  the  saints'  feet,  diligently  followed  every 
gnod  work."  Sisters,  do  we  have  time  for  charit- 
able work?  If  not,  what  will  the  King  say  to  us 
when  he  will  separate  all  nations  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats?  He  will  say  to 
some,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  For  I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me 
meat;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  drink;  I  was  a 
strangfr  and  ye  took  me  in;  naked  and  ye  clothed 
me;  1  was  sick  and  ye  visited  me;  I  was  in  prison 
and  ye  came  unto  me."  And  when  they  ask  when 
they  did  all  this  to  him,  he  will  say,  "  Inasmuch  as 
ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me."  But  to  some 
he  will  say,  "  Depart  from  me  ye  cursed,  into  ever- 
lasting fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels. 
For  I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat;  I 
was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink;  I  was  a 
stranger  and  ye  took  me  not  in;  naked  and  ye 
clothed  me  not;  sick  and  in  prison  and  ye  visited 
me  not." 

What  will  he  say  to  met  What  will  he  say 
to  j'ou,  my  sister,  or  to  you,  my  brother?  Can  we 
excuse  ourselves  by  saying,  "  I  was  so  busy  in  doing 
work  for  myself  and  my  own  family,  that  I  didn't 
have  time  for  deeds  of  charity  and  mercy?"  Will 
this  suffice  in  the  day  of  judgment? 

Charitable  work,  then,  too,  is  not  only  a  very 
important  duty,  but  also  a  privilege,  for  Christian 
women.  It  is  a  privilege  because  of  the  joy  and 
comfort  connected  with  it.  Again,  the  apostle 
John  addresses  his  second  epistle  to  the  elect  lady 
and  her  children.  Here,  too,  was  a  woman  holding 
some  important  office  and  Paul,  in  l  Cor.  11:5, 
says,  "  But  every  woman  that  prayeth  or  prophe- 
sieth,  with  her  head  uncovered  dishonoreth  her 
head."  Then,  if  woman  comes  in  the  proper  order 
with  her  head  covered,  she  may  prophesy,  or 
"  preach,"  as  learned  men  tell  us  prophesy  here  (in 
the  Greek)  means. 

Then,  if  women  in  the  early  church  preached  and 
took  an  active  part  in  the  prayer  meetings,  were 
sent  as  missionaries,  held  offices  of  important  trust, 
must  engage  in  works  of  charity,  and  were  expect- 
ed to  diligently  follow  every  good  work,  it  looks 
as  if  women,  as  well  as  men,  should  be  active  workers 
and  that  each  have  apart  to  do  in  the  great  plan 
of  salvation.  Paul,  to  the  Galatians  3;  27-28,  says, 
"  For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized  into 
Christ  have  put  on  Christ.  There  is  neither  Jew 
nor  Greek,  there  is  neither  bond  nor  free,  there  is 
neither  male  nor  female,  for  ye  are  all  one  in  Christ 
Jesus."  This  tells  us  that  every  one,— each  member, 
—  has  a  work  to  do. 

But  when  each  works  in  his  proper  sphere,— man 
is  the  head, — as   it  was  intended  from  the  begin- 
ning.   Adam  was  first  formed;  then  Eve.    Woman 
must   not  usurp   authority,   but  be   in    subjection. 
.  Each  member  of  the  body  of  Christ  has  a  work  to 


do   and  women,  as  well  as  men,  must  be   active, 
diligently   follow    every    good    work,    if   they  ex- 
pect to  receive  a  home  in  heaven. 
Chatham,  Ohio. 


PROPHECIES  FULFILLED  AND  FULFILLING. 

BY  B.  F.  MOOMAW. 
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Within  the  first  two  thousand  years  of  the 
world,  because  of  the  wickedness  prevailing,  it 
grieved  God  that  he  made  man,  and  he  brought 
the  flood  upon  the  earth,  and  destroyed  all  except 
the  remnant  preserved  in  the  ark.  Time  rolled  on, 
nearing  the  end  of  four  thousand  years  from  the 
creation.  Wickedness  still  prevailed  and,  on  the 
verge  of  the  pit  of  destruction,  we  hear  the  procla- 
mation, "Then  he  is  gracious  unto  him,  and  saith, 
Deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the  pit.  I  have 
found  a  ransom."  The  promise  is  given,  and  the 
prophecies  are  fulfilled  in  the  coming  of  Christ, 
and  now  clearly  understood  by  the  harmony  in 
these  prophecies,  and  the  birth  and  life  of  the  Re- 
deemer and  Savior. 

Beginning  at  the  end  of  the  year 4000 

We  are  now  in  the  year  of  Christ 1896 

In  the  year  of  the  world 5806 

If  time  is  to  end  with  the  year 6000 


3  to  the  final  end,  (nun 


This,  it  appears,  would  be  the  natural  conclusion 
from  the  following  Scriptures:  "  But  beloved  be  not 
ignorant  of  this  one  thing,  that  one  day  is  with  the 
Lord  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand  years  as 
one  day."  This  is  supposed  to  indicate  the  period 
of  the  world.  As  the  days  of  the  week  and  the 
seventh  (the  Sabbath),  so  the  six  thousand  years 
are  the  period  of  this  dispensation,  and  the  seventh 
the  millennial  Sabbath.     2  Pet.  3:  1-13. 

In  the  careful  study  of  the  prophecies  the  mind 
is  impressed  with  the  probability  that  these  days 
may  be  shortened.  Take  for  instance  Dan.  £:  19- 
25.  In  speaking  of  the  fourth  kingdom  which 
should  arise  upon  the  earth,  this  could  be  no  other 
than  the  Roman  empire,  with  its  ten  horns,  which 
are  ten  kings,  and  another  shall  arise  after  them, 
the  little  horn,  Dan.  8:  9,  "who  made  war  with  the 
saints,  and  shall  wear  them  out,  and  they  shall  be 
given  into  his  hand  until  a  time,  times,  and  the  di- 
viding of  time."     Dan.  7:  25. 

Again  the  question  is  asked,  "  How  long  shall  it 
be  to  the  end  of  these  wonders?  "  The  answer  is, 
"  For  a  time,  times,  and  an  half."  Dan.  12:  7.  The 
court  outside  the  temple,  given  unto  the  Gentiles, 
and  the  Holy  City  shall  they  tread  under  foot  for- 
ty and  two  months.  Rev.  11:  2,  3.  Then  power 
will  be  given  to  his  two  witnesses  (a  succession  of 
witnesses)  and  they  shall  prophesy  a  thousand  two 
hundred  and  three  score  days.  "And  the  woman 
fled  into  the  wilderness,  a  thousand  two  hundred 
and  threescore  days,"  and  "  power  was  given  un- 
to the  beast  whose  deadly  wound  was  healed  to 
continue  forty  and  two  months."  Rev.  13:  5. 
These  expressions  all  are  understood  to  indicate 
1,260  years. 

On  this  subject,— the  history  of  the  little  horn  — 
the  eleventh  king  of  the  fourth  kingdom,  the  Ro- 
man empire,  is  believed  to  be  Pope  Boniface,  who 
was  declared  supreme  head  of  the  church  by  the 
emperor  Phocas,  within  the  time  ranging  from  the 
year  597  to  626,  and  probably  in  the  year  606,  un- 
til time,  times  and  dividing  of  time.  This,  in 
prophecy,  means  three  years  and  a  half,— 1,260 
days,— a  day  for  a  year.  A  day  for  a  year  would 
be  1,260  years.  The  time  that  the  saints  were 
to  be  in  his  hands  would  be  ended  in  1866. 

This  is  the  time  determined  upon,  as  is  well 
known  by  the  conclusions  of  leading  men  on 
this  topic,  such  as  Bishop  Soul,  who  published  a 
large  work  in  which  he  said  that  he  had  made  fifty 
thousand  numerical  calculations,  all  centering  on 
that  time.  The  title  of  his  book  is  "  The  Armaged- 
don." I  have  never  seen  but  one  copy  of  this 
book  and  have  heard  but  very  little  said  about  it. 
It  came  into  my  hands  incidentally,  in  the  time  of 


fulfill 


mem 


our   American   war,    and    claimed 
about  that  time. 

In   connection   with   this   we   have  the  work 
Bishop  Cummings,   which   corresponded   with   th 

former.     The  work  of  our  brother,  Wm    C    Tl, 

,  ,  .  '  v"    1nur- 

man,  we  have  about  the  same  time,  only  being  ft 
appointed  in  this,  that  the  events  did  not  occur  in 
1866.     He  then  extended  the  time  seven  years   t 
end  in  1873. 

It  appears  a  little  strange  that  those  devoted  stu- 
dents should  have  been  so  slow  in  their  perception 
failing  to  notice  the  ardent  desire  of  Daniel  for 
light  on  this  question  and  the  answer  to  his  prayer 
"  Go  thy  way,  Daniel,  for  the  words  are  closed  and 
sealed  to  the  time  of  the  end.  Shut  up  the  words 
and  seal  the  book  even  to  the  time  of  the  end." 
Dan.  12:  4-9. 

The  time  of  the  end  is  not  really  the  final  end. 
To  illustrate,  the  time  of  the  harvest  is  not  the 
gathering  of  the  sheaves.  Noticing  the  two  proph- 
ecies following,  verses  11  and  12,  it  is  clear  that 
there  is  time  intervening  before  the  closing  hour 
and  during  this  period  many  shall  be  purified  and 
made  white,  and  tried,  but  the  wicked  shall  do 
wickedly  and  none  of  the  wicked  shall  understand, 
but  the  wise  shall  understand.  So  it  is,  as  we  see 
by  observation  of  this  hour,  and  so  it  is  that  the 
year  of  Bishop  Soul  and  Cummings, — 1866,— is 
gone  by,  and  the  year  of  1873,  of  Thurman,  is  past 
and  almost  forgotten.  The  wicked  are  doing  as 
they  did  before,  and  saying,  "Where  is  the  promise 
of  his  coming?  for  since  the  fathers  fell  asleep,  all 
things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of 
creation."  2  Pet.  3;  4.  "The  day  of  the  Lord  will 
come  as  a  thief  in  the  night,"  verse  10.  In  1 
Thess.  5;  2  we  read,  "For  when  they  shall  say, 
Peace  and  safety;  then  sudden  destruction  cometh 
upon  them." 

It  appears  to  me  we  have  been  living  under 
these  influences  since  the  year  1866,  because  of 
the  failure  of  the  predictions  of  a  few  devoted  stu-, 
dents  of  prophecy.  "  But  ye,  brethren,  are  not  in* 
darkness,  that  that  day  should  overtake  you  as  a' 
thief."  There  are  some  that  do  understand,  suf/» 
as  Bishop  Newton.  In  his  work,  published  in  1859, 
he  traced  the  line  of  prophecies.  The  1260  years 
he  reckoned  as  those  mentioned  above,  beginning 
at  6ti6  and  coming  to  the  time  of  the  end,  1866 
That  time  having  passed  by,  and  there  being  no  spe- 
cial indication  of  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  excla- 
mation is  heard,  Where  is  the  promise  of  his  com 
ing?  The  world  has  been  saying,  "  Peace  and  safe- 
ty," since  this  time  is  passed,  but  at  present  it  is 
not  so  quiet,  for  the  impression  is  obvious,  by  the 
commotion    in   politics,    financial    affairs,    religion. 


and  the  elements  of  the  world  in  many  ways,  tha| 
we  are  living  in  an  eventful  period,  and  that  the 
fulfillment  of  prophecy  is  drawing  nigh.  We  are 
glad  that  all  are  not  in  darkness,  that  it  should 
overtake  us  as  a  thief,  1  Thess.  5:  4,  for  the  wive 
shall  understand.     Dan.  12:  10. 

But  this  could  only  be  apprehended  in  God  s 
own  appointed  time,  and  could  only  be  understood 
when  the  book,  that  was  sealed  to  the  time  of  the 
end  was  opened.  It  is  clear  that  this  does  not 
mean  the  final  end.  At  that  time,— the  time  of  the 
end,— knowledge  shall  be  increased.  Dan.  12:  4- 
Soralso,  knowledge  was  withheld  from  those  spok- 
en of  above,  and  was  limited  to  the  prophecies, 
seven  times,  indicating  1260  years,  beginning,  as 
they  believed,  about  606.  Add  to  this  1260,  and  it 
would  end  in  1866.  They  failed  to  notice  that  this 
was  the  beginning  of  the  end,  and  that  the  two  other 
prophecies, — one  1290  days  (say  years)  and  one 
1335  years,  were  to  transpire  before  the  final  end. 

And  the  beast  with  one  of  his  heads  "  wounded  to 
death;  and  his  deadly  wound  was  healed:  and  all 
the  world  wondered  after  the  beast."  Rev.  I3:  3- 
This  is  construed  to  allude  to  the  latter  day  of  per- 
secutions, as  Bishop  Newton  says,  and  so  say  '■ 
Well  may  they  wonder,  for  they  had  thought  that 
the  progress  of  liberal  ideas  had  broken  his  scep- 
ter, and  pulled  down  his  throne,  and  dug  his  grave, 
and  are  we  not  now  almost  overwhelmed  with  the 
influence  of  these  progressive  liberal  ideas,  leading 
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nto  the  current  of  the  fatal  doctrine  of  Antinomi- 
anism  in  which,  it  is  said,  there  is  but  one  com- 
mand,  only  to  believe, — and  besides  this  there  is 

nothing  good  commanded,  and  nothing  bad  for- 
bidden. 

We  are  to-day  earnestly  requested  to  lay  aside 
our  peculiar  Christian  principles,  become  non-sec- 
tarian, and  fall  in  line  with  those  liberal  ideas. 
"  The  mystery  of  iniquity  doth  already  work,  only 
he  who  now  letteth  will  let  until  he  be  taken  out 
of  the  way."  We  are  thankful  for  this  protection, 
but  it  will  end,  and  then  "  shall  that  wicked  be  re- 
vealed whom  the  Lord  will  consume  with  the  spir- 
it of  his  mouth,  and  shall  destroy  with  the  bright- 
ness of  his  coming."     2  Thess.  2:  7,  8. 

At  last  Christ  will  appear.  For  his  own  hand 
the  final  stroke  of  judgment  is  reserved.  2  Thess. 
1:7-8. 

Power  was  given  to  the  beast  forty  and  two 
months,  Rev.  13:  5,  or  1260  years. 

The  woman  was  in  the  wilderness  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  threescore  days,  Rev.  12:  6,  or 
1260  years. 

Each  of  the  seven  prophecies,  indicates  1260 
years.  Add  to  this  the  time  Pope  Boniface  was 
declared  supreme  head  of  the  church  (taking  the 
year  most  generally  thought  to  be  correct)  606, 
and  you  have  186S. 

In  Dan.  12:  II  we  have  another  prophecy,  begin- 
ning at  the  same  point  of  1290  years.  Adding  thirty 
years,  1866  would  bring  the  end  in  the  year  1896, 
and  if  we  add  the  prophecy  of  Dan.  12:  12,  1335 
years  to  the  beginning  point  606,  the  end  would 
be  in  the  year  1941. 

There  has  always  been  some  uncertainty  as  to 
the  beginning  point,  but  we  now  have  the  his- 
tory that  1895  was  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  restoration  of  Rome  from  the  power  of  the 
Pope.  This  occurred  in  the  year  1870,  showing 
that  the  saints—  couniing  back  1260  years,  accord 
ing  to  the  prophecies  above  referred  to, — were 
.  given  into  his  hands  in  the  year  610,  and  ended  in 
j  the  year  1870.  The  1290  years  (Dan.  12:  11)  add 
30  years  to  1870,  making  1900  years.  The  1335  years 
of  Dan.  12:  12  add  45  years,  which  would  bring 
the  end  in  1945. 

In  Rev.  II:  2  it  is  said  that  the  court  which  is 
without  the  temple  should  be  left  out,  and  not 
measured,  for  it  is  given  to  the  Gentiles,  and  that 
the  holy  city  should  be  trod  under  foot  forty  and 
two  months.  The  Gentiles  are  believed  to  be  the 
Mohammedans.  Mohammed  was  born  in  the  year 
600.  Assuming  that  he  began  his  mission  in  the 
fortieth  year  of  his  life,  this  adds  40  years.  This 
would  be  in  the  year  640  and  the  Holy  City  is 
given  into  his  hand  42  months,  1260  years;  and 
ends  in  1900. 

Looking  at  the  condition  of  things  as  they  now 
appear,  may  not  the  power  of  Mohammedanism  end 
by  that  time?  As  it  appears  to  me,  this  shows  a 
striking  harmony  in  the  prophecies,  comparing 
this  with  the  ending  of  the  1290  days  of  Daniel  12: 
11,  in  the  year  1900. 

If  the  1335  years  begin  at  the  same  time  of  the 
1290, —  610, —  the  end  will  be  in  1945.  By  this 
calculation  the  end  would  come  short  of  6000  by 
55  years.  But  perhaps  we  may  apply  the  expres- 
sion of  Matthew  24:  22,  "Except  those  days  be 
shortened,  there  should  no  flesh  be  saved,"  as  a 
double  prophecy,  suited  to  this  as  well  as  the  siege 
of  Jerusalem,  when  it  is  said  that  there  were  thir- 
teen millions  slain  in  the  siege,  besides  many 
killed  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

With  all  this  the  right  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to 
be  always  ready,  for  we  know  not  the  day  nor  the 
hour  when  we  will  pass  away,  and  our  time  will  end. 


up  with  the  breaking  of  bread  in  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per; and  then,  after  a  fraternal  kiss,  they  parted  to 
their  homes.  It  was  a  memorable  scene,  radiant 
with  brotherly  love  and  alive  without  breaking 
spiritual  power."  Arthur  T.  Pierson,  in  his  "  Di- 
vine Enterprise  of  Missions,"  page  76,  says,  "  The 
church  runs  no  risk  to-day,  ...  so  great  as 
that  found  in  the  unscriptural  notion  that  the  world 
is  to  be  won  by  courting  it;  that  the  severe  standard 
of  godliness  is  to  be  let  down  lower,  so  that  world- 
ly souls  may  the  more  easily  step  over  into  the 
church.  In  this  there  has  been  alarming  success, 
and  the  success  is  itself  disaster." 

On  page  77  he  says,  "The  higher  the  type  of 
piety  maintained  by  Christian  disciples,  the  more 
rapid  will  be  its  diffusion,  and  the  more  will  such 
diffusion  be  an  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  not  of  a  secularized  Christianity." 

On  pages  89  and  90  he  further  says,  "  The  great 
snare  of  our  day  is  the  mad  passion  for  numbers. 
The  Diana  of  the  modern  Ephesians  is  the  statis- 
tical table,  and  many  are  the  makers  and  venders 
of  these  shrines  of  our  great  goddess.  We  have 
fallen  into  a  mathematical  age.  To  report  so 
many  converts  in  one  year,  or  boast  so  many 
accessions  at  our  Communion,  is  the  devil's  bait  to 
catch  the  superficial  winner  of  souls.  We  measure 
the  prosperity  of  our  churches,  not  by  the  spiritual 
strength  of  the  members,  but  by  the  numerical 
length  of  the  roll,  and  some  ministers  lack  cour- 
age to  purge  the  roll  of  unworthy  .  .  .  mem- 
bers, lest  it  seem  like  a  mark  of  waning  prestige 
and  declining  popularity.  Evangelists  are  too  of- 
ten caught  in  the  same  snare  of  numbers,  and  con- 
tinually tempted  to  parade  mere  numerical  re- 
sults as  a  test  of  success,  and  so  hundreds  are 
counted  as  converts  who  rapidly  relapse  into  their 
old  life,  while  hundreds  of  others,  swept  into  the 
church  on  the  crest  of  a  revival  wave,  are  as  surely 
borne  back  when  that  wave  recedes." 

On  page  92  he  says,  "  The  way  to  win  the  worldly 
to  Christ  is  not  by  courting  them,  but  by  making 
them  hate  us  for  our  likeness  to  God,  and  our  un- 
likeness  to  themselves.  To  come  to  their  broken 
cisterns,  keeps  them  from  coming  to  the  Living 
Fountains." 

Stalker  speaks  as  if  he  were  describing  one  of  the 
Brethren's  love  feasts  instead  of  an  apostolic  feast. 
Pierson  talks  right  to  the  point  for  us  as  a  people. 
Our  dangers  lie  right  along  the  lines  that  he  points 
out.  Let  us  take  warning  as  we  bestir  ourselves  to 
convert  the  world,  and  not  lower  the  true  Gospel 
standard  and  let  the  world  convert  us! 
Louisville,  Ky. 


THINGS  WORTH  NOTING. 


Stalker,  in  his  "Life  of  Paul,"  under  his  de- 
scription of  a  Pauline  church,  page  127,  says,  after 
the  services  just  described  were  over,  the  members 
sat  down  together  to  a  love  feast,  which  was  wound 


Nowadays  provision  is  made  for  educating  ev- 
ery part  of  man  save  his  conscience.  In  the 
present  state  of  society  conscience  has  become  an 
unknown  quantity.  How  people  do  lie  and  pre- 
varicate, and  almost  perjure  themselves,  to  keep 
from  paying  their  just  dues,  or  to  gain  one  dol- 
lar! To  get,  and  to  keep,  and  never  pay  out,  is 
at  present,  in  a  large  measure,  the  status  of  the 
business  and  religious  conscience.  A  school 
should  be  started  in  every  community  to  bring  to 
life  a  dead  conscience,  and  make  it  a  transparent 
thing.     It  would  be,  indeed,  a  curiosity. 


and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  could  feel  that  in 
it  their  interests  were  subserved. 

That  an  end  so  desirable  should  be  reached,  it 
is  easily  to  be  seen  why  David  could  not  have  been 
the  builder.  David's  reign  was  one  of  warfare,  and 
a  time  of  national  disturbance.  It  was  the  storm 
before  the  calm,— a  supreme  period  of  rivalry  and 
distress,  to  be  followed  by  a  supreme  reign  of  peace 
and  good  will.  These  conditions  not  only  made 
it  possible  to  build  the  house,  but  it  threw  around 
the  building  of  it  such  conditions  and  circumstan- 
ces as  made  it  to  represent  the  type  of  which  it 
was  to  be  the  anti-type, — the  church  of  Christ,  of 
which  we  form  a  part. 

The  lesson  contains  the  correspondence  between 
Hiram,  king  of  the  Sidonians,  and  Solomon,  in 
reference  to  material  for  the  building.  First,  Hi- 
ram sends  his  servants  to  Solomon  to  express  his 
willingness  to  assist  in  any  project  he  might  wish 
to  undertake.  In  reply,  Solomon  expresses  his 
pleasure  and  opens  his  heart  as  to  his  purpose  in 
building  a  house  for  the  Lord,— gives  his  wishes  as 
to  his  wants,  and  adds  his  offer  of  wages  for  ser- 
vices to  be  rendered. 

Then  follows  Hiram's  reply  of  acceptance. 
First,  his  pleasure  at  the  offer  made, — "  And  it 
came  to  pass  when  Hiram  heard  the  words  of  Sol- 
omon that  he  rejoiced  greatly."  The  bargain  was 
such  a  one  as  is  made  between  friends  and  broth- 
ers, though  Solomon  had  the  power  to  command 
as  a  tyrant.  But  such  was  not  the  spirit  that  was 
to  enter  into  the  building  of  a  house  for  the  Lord, 
and  from  this  we  may  learn  what  kind  of  a  spirit 
we  should  have  when  building  houses  for  the  Lord. 
Get  much  of  self  out  of  it,  and  much  of  Christ  into 
it.  Every  stone,  brick  and  timber  should  be  hon- 
estly gotten,  and  the  workmen  on  the  building  fair- 
ly rewarded. 

Let  us  again  look  at  the  surrounding  conditions. 
"  But  now  the  Lord  my  God  hath  given  me  rest  on 
every  side,  so  that  there  is  neither  adversary  nor 
evil  concurrent." 

No  such  time  had  been  experienced  since  Israel 
entered  the  promised  land.  It  was  a  time  of  na- 
tional reciprocity,  a  time  of  peace  and  good  will 
on  every  hand,  thus  enabling  Solomon  to  draw  on 
sight  for  every  need  in  the  building  of  the  house, 
both  for  material  and  skilled  labor.  It  was  the 
Lord's  time  for  having  his  work  done  and  his  pur- 
poses carried  out.  As  the  resources  of  the  world 
were  then  needed  to  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord, 
so  they  are  now  needed  to  build  up,  advance,  and 
perpetuate  his  church  and  kingdom  on  earth. 
Christ  did  not  die  to  save  the  United  States  only, 
or  the  nations  of  Europe,  but  the  whole  world. 
Material  from  all  the  nations  of  the  world  is  to  be 
brought  into  the  building.  Are  we  helping  to 
gather  it  in? 

To  build  this  temple  it  required  a  large  number 
of  men.  There  were  three  score  and  ten  thousand 
that  bore  burdens,  and  four  score  thousand  hewers 
in  the  mountains.  Over  these  he  had  three  thou- 
sand and  three  hundred,  whose  business  it  was  to 
direct  and  assist  in  the  work.  This  seems  to  be  an 
immense  army  to  be  employed  in  building  one 
house,  but  they  were  all  needed  and  it  shows,  too, 
that  there  was  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  the  pi 
pie  to  lend  a  helping  hand 
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LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 
Building  the  Temple.— I  Kings  5:  1-12. 

(Lesson  for  Nov.  /,  1806,) 

Among  all  the  great'  events  that  were  heralded 
into  the  world  in  early  Bible  times,  there  were 
none  more  significant  than  that  of  building  the 
temple.  It  was  the  great  event  of  the  age,  and 
will  always  be  an  important  feature  in  Bible  his- 
tory. The  building  of  it  not  only  required  the 
skill  of  the  then  civilized  world,  but,  also,  their 
contributions,  so  that,  when  it  was  built  and  fur- 
nished, though  centered  by  the  Israel  of  God,  it 
would    be    representative    of   the    world's    needs, 


work. 
work,  the  building  of 
the  spiritual  temple,— the  church  of  the  living  God, 
—is,  by  far,  inconceivably  greater,  "and  it,  therefore, 
needs  a  porportionately  larger  number  of  helpers. 

Are  we  helping  in  this  good  work  in  person, 
either  in  going  out  ourselves  or  helping  to  send 
others?  Solomon  paid  these  burden-bearers  and 
hewers  of  stone.  He  was  able  to  do  this  because 
his  people  were  liberal  in  supplying  the  means. 

So  the  church  of  Christ  must  do  for  the  burden- 
bearers,  the  hewers  of  stone  and  the  skilled  labor- 
ers, but  this  can  be  done  only  as  the  church  mem- 
bers supply  the  means,  and  this  is  what  this  lesson 
ought  to  teach  us.  Are  we  willing  to  learn  it? 
Too  many  of  us  forget  or  overlook  the  object  for 
which  we  should  live.  In  all  these  lessons  we  have 
this  line  of  teaching.  Let  us  hear  what  the  Lord 
is  saying  to  us.  "•  ■*■  D- 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    oi    Heading. 

FIKNT   YEAH. 

.  "  Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth.  I1.04;  pnpci 

,  "LlIeofA.  Judson."  cloth.  17  cents;  paper 

.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  5c  cents;  paper 

.  "  Nonsuch  ProleMor,"  cloth 

SECOMt    rjBAB. 

.  "Miracles  of  Missions."  cloth.  84  cents;  paper 

.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  37  cents;  paper,  .  .  , 

.      Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea."  cloth 

.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  clotl 


1  Biv. 


Rear 


Clrc 


Ick.  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes 
.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  J.  M.  Nell.  Frultdalc.  Ala 
artADINr.  ClRCLB.— President,  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar.  lnd. 
;  W.   Baker,  Wavoesboio,  IV.  Secretary,  Edith  K,  New 


ihlnc  Co..  Mount  Mo 


THE  ISLAND-VALLEY. 

I  she  with  the  eyes  of  Faith 

The  valley  of  Life  in  bloom, 
Far  off  trora  the  din  of  the  world's  vast  sin, 

And  the  pallor  of  shroud  and  tomb. 
I  sec  with  the  eyes  of  Hope 

That  heavenly  garden-plot, 
Where  snow  and  sun  may  meet  as  one, 

And  wind  and  hail  are  not. 
I  look  with  the  eyes  of  Prayer 

To  the  island  half  revealed. 
With  its  stormless  tide  and  its  orchards  wide, 

Where  the  wounds  of  the  world  are  healed. 
—William  H.  Hayiic. 


SISTERS'  PART  IN  MISSION  WORK. 


Read  Btjore  the  Ministerial  Muting  of  Northern  Indiana. 
In  this  old  world  where  there  is  so  much  real  sor- 
row, and  so  much  unnecessary  grief  and  worry, 
where  men  stumble  into  rough  paths,  and  so  many 
push  them  down  rather  than  lift  them  up;  where 
tears  are  as  common  as  smiles,  and  where  the  heart 
aches  so  easily,  how  thankful  should  we  be  that 
God  sent  his  only  Son,  to  leave  the  Comforter  with 
us,  and  direct  our  minds  to  that  place  called  heav- 
en! 

The  Master's  farewell  command  to  his  disciples 
was,  "Go  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 
There  is  no  possible  way  for  the  church  to  be  re- 
leased from  obeying  it. 

In  God's  great  creation  there  are  thousands  who 
never  heard  the  name  of  Jesus.  We  need  a  move- 
ment more  earnest,  self-sacrificing,  and  bold,  than 
anything  that  has  yet  been  tried,  to  reach  the 
neglected  at  home,  and  Christianize  the  great  gen- 
erations abroad. 

I  wonder  if  we  all  feel  satisfied  with  what  we 
have  done,  up  to  this  present  time,  towards  the 
spreading  of  the  Gospel. 

Are  we  enjoying  the  rich  blessings  of  heaven, 
year  after  year,  by  ofttimes  meeting  together  and 
mingling  our  voices  in  song,  and  prayer,  while  we, 
in  a  selfish  manner,  forget  that  we  might,  in  some 
way,  help  to  send  the  light  to  those  in  heathen 
darkness? 

Do  I  hear  you  say  that  you  do  not  believe  in  for- 
eign missions?  Then  you  do  not  believe  that  God 
so  loved  the  world  that  he  sent  his  Son  to  redeem 
it. 

Do  you  know  that  there  are  75,000  ministers  in 
the  United  States,  and  only  one  to  every  half  mil- 
lion in  heathen  lands?  The  Word  of  God  only 
needs  to  be  known  to  have  its  great  power  upon 
the  human  heart.  Its  proclamation  is  the  world's 
great  need.     There  is  no  power  like  it. 

No  wonder  that  Paul  said,  "  It  is  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation."  We  live  in  an  age  when  ev- 
ery Christian  should  be  up  and  doing.  Souls  in  sin 
and  darkness  must  have  light. 

The  world  never  presented  a  better  opportunity 
for   doing  good   than    now.     Sisters,   do   we  ever 


come  together  around  the  family  altar,  and  pray, 
"  God  bless  this  household,"  and  do  we  ever  add 
this  petition,  "  Make  me  and  my  children  a  bless- 
ing to  others?  " 

We  pray  for  the  church,  and  for  God  to  bless  the 
missions,  but  do  we  ever  say,  "  Lord,  make  me  a 
willing  worker  in  the  mission  field?  "  God  has  giv- 
en us  all  that  we  have,  and  if  we  remember  this  we 
will  give  to  him  whenever  we  have  an  opportunity. 
We  need  not  hope  to  rise  above  our  present  situ- 
ation, if  we  suffer  small  things  to  pass  by  unim- 
proved. We  should  not  neglect  to  pick  up  a  pen- 
ny because  it  is  not  a  dollar. 

Some  of  the  wisest  lawyers,  the  best  statesmen, 
the  most  gifted  artists,  rose  from  those  of  low  es- 
tate. 

Perhaps  there  are  numerous  hearts  everywhere 
that  are  throbbing  in  meditation,  and  saying, 
"What  can  I  do?  I  have  no  education,  no  posi- 
tion." That  may  be  true,  but  remember  that  there 
is  a  Savior  who  judges  not  by  the  gift,  but  by  the 
desire  that  is  behind  it. 

There  are  many  poor  widows   whose  offering,  in 
le  sight  of  God,  is  greater  than  that  of  rich  men 
ho   give   largely.     There   is   no  act  that    comes 
from  the  soul  that  is  not  seen. 

If  each  member  of  the  church  would  give  one 
dollar  per  year  to  the  mission,  there  could  be  two 
hundred  missionaries  sent  out  to  all  the  world  and 
be  supported.  A  dollar  per  year  would  be  two 
cents  per  week,  and  we  could  save  that  much  on 
pie  and  cake  if  we  choose. 

A  sister  in  Maryland  says:  "  I  will  give  S25  to  the 
mission,"  and  she  makes  her  living  with  her  needle. 
Here  is  a  lesson  in  arithmetic.  If  a  sister  having 
nothing  can  give  S25  to  the  mission,  how  much  can 
a  brother,    having   something,    give   to   that   same 

Dear  sisters,  do  we  teach  our  children  the  great 
blessing  there  is  in  giving?  Remember  the  wise 
man  says,  "  Bring  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  should 
go,  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it." 

When  we  go  to  our  towns,  do  we  spend  ten, 
twenty,  thirty  cents,  for  some  luxury,  to  gratify 
the  natural  taste,  and  then,  when  the  contribution 
box  is  passed  around,  do  we  just  drop  in  a  nickel, 
saying,  "  It  is  all  the  change  I  have." 

What  sacrifice  have  we  made  to  help  spread  the 
Gospel?  Has  all  that  we  have  done  been  anything 
to  compare  to  that  of  brother  and  sister  Stover  and 
sister  Ryan,  in  India,  or  brother  and  sister  Fercken, 
in  Smyrna? 

Let  us  come  closer  home.  How  much  do  we 
give  for  the  support  of  the  mission  over  in  Chica- 
go, where  sister  Howe  and  others  are  laboring  so 
earnestly?  I  fear  that  if  we  were  weighed  in  the 
balance  we  would  be  found  wanting. 

Jesus  tells  us  to  enter  his  vineyard  and  work  for 
him,  and  how  can  we  work  for  him  in  a  better  way 
than  to  encourage  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel? 

I  pity,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  Chris- 
tian who  cannot  help  others  to  obtain  salvation.  I 
once  saw  a  picture  of  a  woman  coming  up  out  of 
the  water  with  both  arms  around  the  cross.  I 
thought,  How  beautiful!  But  upon  the  other  page 
I  saw  another  picture.  It  was  that  of  a  woman 
coming  up  out  of  the  water  with  one  arm  around 
the  cross,  and  with  the  other  she  was  helping  per- 
ishing souls  to  reach  the  cross.  I  thought,  How 
much  more  beautiful  is  this  one  than  the  other! 

Let  us  all  learn  a  lesson  from  this,— not  cling  so 
tenaciously  to  the  cross  with  both  arms,  but  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  those  who  are  in  sin  and  darkness. 

"  Hark!  the  voice  of  Jesus  crying— 

'  Who  will  go  and  work  to-day? 
Fields  are  white,  and  harvest  waiting; 

Who  will  bear  tne  sheaves  away? ' 
Loud  and  strong. the  Master  calleth, 

Rich  reward  he  offers  thee; 
Who  will  answer,  gladly  saying, 

'  Here  am  I;  send  me,  send  me! ' 
Plymouth,  lnd. 

AN  INCIDENT  IN  VOLTAIRE'S  LIFE. 

Voltaire  passed  the  years  between  1726  and 
1729  in  England.     He  declared  that  this  visit  was 


the  most   important  event  in   his  life;  yet  it  • 
period  which  had  been  passed  over  by  his  bio     * 
phers  in  silence,  until  Archibald  Ballantync  recerT 
ly  wrote  upon  "  Voltaire's  Visit  to  England." 

Voltaire  just   failed   to   see   Sir   Isaac    Newto 
whose  funeral  he  attended  in  Westminster  Abb    ' 
but  he  consoled  himself  by  seeking  the  acquaint 
ance    of   Dr.   Samuel   Clarke,    who   was  Newton's 
friend. 

Doctor  Clarke  at  first  refused  to  meet  Voltaire 
because  of  his  religious  unbelief.  It  happened  that 
the  distinguished  Frenchman  met  a  friend  of  Dr 
Clarke,  who  asked  him  to  make  one  of  a  party  to 
which  the  doctor  was  also  invited.  Voltaire  kept 
the  appointment,  and  seated  himself  near  the  doc- 
tor, expecting  to  hear  the  good  man  talk;  but  he 
remained  silent.  Hoping  to  force  him  into  conver- 
sation, Voltaire,  in  general  conversation  with  other 
persons  present,  gave  expression  to  the  wildest 
statements  that  his  imagination  could  suggest 
against  religion. 

At  last  Dr.  Clarke  turned  about,  and  lookinp 
him  steadily  in  the  face  with  the  keen  eagle  eyes 
for  which  he  was  remarkable,  said: 

"  Sir,  do  you  acknowledge  that  two  and  two 
make  four?  " 

Voltaire  made  but  a  bare  reply,  and  the  subject 
was  dropped.  He  afterward  showed  great  respect 
for  Dr.  Clarke,  and  several  interviews  with  him  fol- 
lowed. 

But  that  which  apparently  made  the  greatest  im- 
pression upon  the  great  skeptic's  mind  was  this:  he 
noticed  that  Doctor  Clarke  never  pronounced  the 
word  "  God  "  without  an  air  of  contemplation  and 
respect.  He  confessed  the  unusual  impression 
which  this  had  made  upon  him,  and  asked: 

"  How  is  it  that  you  habitually  speak  so  reverent- 
ly of  the  Deity?" 

"  I  have  insensibly  taken  the  custom  from  long 
association  with  Newton,"  answered  Clarke,  seri- 
ously. 

"  A  custom,"  Voltaire  adds,  "  which  really  ought 
to  be  that  of  all  men."  t 
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God  and  in  the  sacredness  of  religion  we  shc^/V 
treat  them  reverently.  Most  men  do  not  measure 
the  impression  they  make  in  speaking  of  the 
things  they  hold  as  sacred.  Flippancy  here  seems 
like  insincerity.  If  Voltaire,  in  his  thorough  skep- 
ticism, could  be  touched  by  a  reverence  rare  in  his 
day,  how  much  more  in  these  times  must  the  casu- 
al seeker  after  Truth  be  shocked  by  a  lack  of  it! 

It  is  said  that  a  few  months  after  meeting  Doc- 
tor Clarke,  Voltaire  wrote  to  a  Quaker  friend  of  his 
— undoubtedly  his  only  profession  of  faith:  "In 
short,  good  sir,  I  believe  in  God." — Herald  of 
Truth. 


THE  DEAD  PRAYER-OFFICE. 


SELECTED    BY    EM 

The  dead-letter  office  is  a  very  important  part  of 
the  postal  department.  Letters  are  sent  without 
direction,  incorrectly  addressed,  lacking  name,  place, 
or  something  necessary  for  prompt  and  safe  delivery; 
and  to  this  dead-letter  office  multitudes  of  such  let- 
ters, from  one  cause  or  another,  find  their  way. 

We  have  sometimes  wondered  if  there  is  a  dead- 
prayer  office.  Multitudes  of  prayers  are  started 
which  never  seem  to  get  anywhere;  at  least  they 
bring  no  answers.  They  are  misdirected,  deflected 
from  their  course,  lost  in  transit,  or  in  some  way  fail 
to  reach  the  mark,  and  to  bring  back  the  answer  de- 
sired. 

Many  a  man  inquires  for  the  unanswered  letter, 
but  who  ever  investigates  dead  prayers?  Who  asks 
why  we  do  not  get  an  answer?  Who  sends  another 
message  after  the  first,  and  watches  and  waits  fof 
its  return? 

Beware  of  the  dead-prayer  office.  See  that  the 
prayers  come  from  a  prepared  heart,  and  be  sure 
that  they  are  rightly  directed  that  they  go  to  Got 
in  the  name  oi  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord;  that  we  ask  w 
faith,  nothing  doubting,  and  expect  that  answers  ot 
peace  will  return  to  our  waiting  soulsr 
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Nineteen  of  the  leading  railroads  of  the  State 
report  that  liquor  is  forbidden  to  their  employe 
when  on  duty,  and  eighteer  —  ■■■ 
nf  their  trainmen. 


:  total  abstinence 


A  very  strange  peculiarity  of  the  human  charac- 
ter is,  he  that  most  delights  in  criticism  is  the  one 
that  most  keenly  feels  the  critic's  shaft.  And  he 
that  would  court  praise  for  his  work  done  is  the 
last  to  praise  another's.—/.  S.  Flory. 


"  In   the   consecrated     Christian   life   there   i 
sense   of   touch  to  be    acquired,— such   a   sensi 
the  woman  who  touched  the  hem  of  Christ's 
ment,   that  wonderful   electric  touch   called  faith, 
which  moves  the  very  heart  of  God." 

During  her  reign  Queen  Victoria  has  already 
seen  every  throne  on  the  globe  vacated  at  least 
once  and  some  several  times.  Sixteen  presidents 
of  the  United  States  have  filled  their  office  during 
her  reign  and  ten  different  premiers  have  officiated 
in  Great  Britain  under  her' majesty,  some  of  them 
several  times.       

In  commemoration  of  the  King  of  Siam's  twen- 
ty-fifth anniversary  of  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
the  Boston  University  has  received  from  him  as  a 
gift,  thirty-nine  large  octavo  volumes,  which  con- 
tain the  sacred  writings  of  the  Southern  Buddhists. 
The  volumes  are  known  as  the  "  Tripitaka,"  and 
on  the  presentation  page  of  each  volume  the  King 
has  placed  his  signature. 


Some  helpful  thoughts  on  burden-bearing  come 
from  the  Rev.  J.  N.  MacKay:  "The  birds  in  the 
fable  that  would  not  carry  the  weights  God  in  his 
wise  love  put  down  beside  them  are  wingless  to- 
day. Even  the  kite  you  fly  in  the  meadow  will  not 
mount  up  steadily  without  a  weight  to  its  tail.  To 
be  without  a  burden  is  the  greatest  burden  of  all. 
The  old  prophet  was  right  when  he  said  that  it  was 
good  for  a  man  to  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youth. 
You  should  see  the  gleam  of  bright  wings  in  every 
heavy   weight   you   are   called    to    carry, 


school  of  Christ  the  yoke  gives 
den  grows  light.  To  bear  the  en 
crown." 


nd  the  bur 
th< 


the 


the  Paris    Revue  has  just   made 
Protestant    and    Roman     Catholi 
n    Empire,    and    finds    the 
31,000,000    to    17,000,000 


A   WRITER    I 

study    of    thi 
religions 

ftrotestants  to  nu 
Cktholics.  Catholics  are  more  numerous  in  Bavar- 
ia than  elsewhere,  but  apparently  not  so  robust  in 
the  faith.  They  are  easily  aroused  by  attacks  on 
the  Church;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
erant  of  clerical  dictation  and  discipline. 


intol- 


The  eight-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Crusad- 
ers is  being  observed  by  a  band  of  twelve  pilgrims 
who  are  making  the  journey  from  Amiens,  France, 
to  Jerusalem,  afoot.  The  Society  of  the  Crusaders 
announced  a  separate  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem, 
leaving  England  about  September  20,  and  a  meet- 
ing was  to  be  held  in  the  Christian  temple,  Jerusa- 
lem, on  October  I,  in  order  to  consider  the  subject 
of  a  memorial  to  the  English  who  fell  in  the  battles 
of  the  Crusades. 


The  Chicago  Record  gives  a  list  of  this  country's 
great  benefactors  of  educational  institutions,  and 
the  universities  and  colleges  which  have  received 
their  munificent  gifts.  Stephen  Girard  heads  the 
list  with  $8,000,000  to  Girard  College,  Philadelphia; 
John  D.  Rockefeller  has  already  given  $7,000,000 
to  the  University  of  Chicago.  George  Peabody 
save  $6,ooo,coo  to  found  the  Peabody  Institute  in 
Baltimore,  to  Harvard  and  Southern  institutions. 
The  I.eland  Stanford  estate  has  brought  $5,000,000 
to  the  University  of  California.  Johns  Hopkins  be- 
queathed $3,500,000  to  the  Johns  Hopkins  Universi- 
ty, Maryland;  Asa  Packer  $3,500,000  to  the  Lehigh 
Paul  Tulane  to  the 
iity,  Louisiana,  $2,500,000.  Among 
,  ranging  between  $.1,000,000  and  Si, 000,- 
000  are  those  of  Isaac  Rich  to  the  Boston  Univer- 
sity; Jonas  Claik  to  the  Clark  University;  James 
Lick  to  the  University  of  California;  John  C.  Green 
to  Princeton  College;  A.  J.  Drexel  to  the  Drexel 
Industrial  School,  Philadelphia;  Peter  Cooper  to 
Cooper  Union;  Ezra  Cornell  and  Henry  W.  Sage  to 
Cornell  University.  Now  let  some  of  our  wealthy 
members  do  some  serious  thinking  along  the  line 
ai  giving  to  some  of  the  many  worthy  ciuies 
among  us. 


Singing  forms  an  important  part  of  religious 
worship.  We  are  commanded  to  "  sing  psalms  and 
hymns  and  spiritual  songs  "  (Eph.  5:  19),  making 
melody  in  our  hearts  unto  the  Lord.  We  are  also 
commanded  to  "  sing  with  the  spirit  and  the  under- 
standing also,"  which  we  must  understand  to  mean 
that  we  are  to  sing  as  we  would  perform  any  other 
part  of  our  divine  worship,— in  spirit,— with  rever- 
ence, and  a  sense  of  dependence,  just  as  much  as 
when  we  pray,  or  speak  in  our  Savior's  name,  and 
with  an  understanding  of  the  import  and  sentiment 
of  what  we  sing,  plainly  and  clearly,  so  that  we  are 
understood  by  others. 

Let  us  get  into  our  being  the  spirit  of  what  we 
sing.  This  would  very  much  condemn,  in  some  of 
the  religious  worship  to-day,  the  operatic  and  flip- 
pant singing,  where  one  is  not  able  to  discern  what 
is  sung,  as  is  not  unfrequently  heard  in  popular  re- 
ligious congregations,  where  few,  I  dare  say,  if  any, 
of  the  congregation  can  tell  a  sentence  that  is  ut- 
tered in  an  entire  selection. 

Let  us  be  on  our  guard,  throughout  our  beloved 
Brotherhood,  so  that  this  unscriptural  manner  of 
singing  shall  not  be  found  among  us.  It  may  be 
acceptable  to  very  fine,  humanly-trained  ears,  but 
it  cannot,  let  me  assure  you,  be  acceptable  to  God, 
or  form  a  part  of  approved  worship. 

Did  you  ever  feel  the  great  power  in  song?  I 
did.  A  song  may  be  the  means  of  converting  a 
There  is  a  power  in  song  which  will  im- 
:  heart,  and  leave  there,  indelible  lessons, 
..hen  the  words  sung  are  intelligent  and  truthful 
and  are  sung  "  with  the  Spirit  and  the  underst 
ing."  We  must  get  the  divine  Spirit  in  our  sing- 
ing if  we  desire  to  sing  acceptably  with  the  Lord, 
There  is  too  little  careful  attention  given 
SPIRIT  in  which  we  should  sing,  in  some 
churches,  Sunday  schools,  and  other  r 
meetings. 

Dear  reader,  I  entreat  you  to  think  soberly  along 
this  line,  and  if,  in  my  weak  efforts,  I  may  be  able 
to  lift  us  just  a  little  higher  on  this  subject,  I  feel 
assured  that  God  will  be  glorified. 
York,  Pa. 

PLAIN  TALK. 


ble  student  and  faithful  worker,  still  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, said  in  reply:  "You  may  be  satisfied  with  es- 
sence, but  we  want  more.  God  is  a  trinity,  and 
our  baptism  is  a  trinity  of  action.  We  don't  so 
much  seek  to  get  into  the  essence  of  God,  as  to  get 
into  God  himself.' 

When  I  learned  this  incident,  I  was  glad,  and 
have  often  used  the  illustration.  Sometimes  I  add 
to  it,  however,  that  it  is  like  this:  A  hungry  man 
isn't  satisfied  with  the  smell  of  coffee  nor  the  es- 
sence of  a  breakfast.  He  insists  on  having  the 
thing  itself  in  substance. 

A  young  Christian  worker,  in  India,  an  American 
missionary,  whose  acquaintance  we  made  some 
time  ago,  in  a  recent  letter  to  me,  said  as  follows: 
"  Both  wife  and  I  believe  in  the  lady's  head-cover- 
ing at  prayer-time.  I  love  you  people  very  much, 
and  as  your  beliefs  are  a  part  of  you,  I  love  them 
too.  I  think  the  lesson  of  humility,  which  the  or- 
dinance of  feet-washing  brings  up,  is  very  beauti- 
ful, and  yet  I  can't  understand  it  as  a  commanded 
ordinance,  except  as  in  Christ's  time  the  one  who 
washed  the  feet  was  the  lowest  servant  of  the 
household,  and  was  and  is  a  type  of  humility. 
However,  if  the  Lord  can  use  it,  as  he  evidently 
does,  I  don't  know  why  I  should  say  anything." 

Bro.  Vaniman,  on  "  Investigation,"  says  some 
good  things.  The  stronghold  of  heathenism  lies 
entrenched  behind  the  spirit  that  refuses  to  inves- 
tigate. In  conversation  with  the  people  here  I 
learn  that  those  who  have  the  most  doubts  are 
they  who  oppose  investigation  into  their  practices 
and  superstitions  the  most  vigorously.  Open  the 
door  of  investigation  and  the  light  of  truth  streams 


Last  night  I  preached  my  first  open-air  Gujcrati 
sermon  in  the  bazaar.  It  was  on  the  street  in  Bul- 
sar,  to  a  hundred  or  more  hearers.  Several  re- 
sponded saying,  "  True  word,  Slheb,"   "Good   for 


, 


sinner, 
press  1' 


University,  Pennsylvani; 
Tulane  Unr 
other  gifts, 


aying, 
you,"  etc.     I  am  very  much  encouraged  in  thi 
public  Bulsar  street-preaching. 
Bulsar,  Ind.,  Aug.  »$. 


i  first 


THE  STRANOER  COULD  PREACH. 


BY  W.  B.  STOVER. 

How  much  we  all  appreciate  the  plainly-written, 
talkative,  newsy  correspondence  of  some  of  the 
Brethren!  In  Gospel  Messenger  of  July  25,  Bro. 
J.  F.  Neher  writes  a  letter  of  exactly  that  kind. 
Sister  Bertha  Swihart's  is  also  written  so;  also  Bro. 
Westergreen's,  and  several  others.  Plainly  telling 
our  own  and  others'  opinions,  does  us  much  good, 
I  remember  once,  after  a  baptism  in  Philadelphia,  a 
man  said  to  one  of  the  young  brethren  p  ' 
Why  do  you  baptize  that  way?  It 
Now  we  just  baptize  once,  and  that  into  the  essence 
of  the  Trinity."     The  young  brother,  who  is  a   Bi- 


young  1 


»  formal. 


Late  one  Saturday'night  there  arrived  at  a  town 
in  the  mountainous  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  a  to- 
tal stranger,  a  tall,  gaunt,  light-complexioned  man 
with  rather  low,  retreating  forehead,  and  high 
cheek  bones.  He  spent  the  night  at  the  public 
house,  and  the  next  morning  made  his  way  to  the 
Methodist  church,  and  accosted  the  pastor,  telling 
him  he  was  a  brother  in  the  ministry.  He  seemed 
so  awkward  and  plain  in  appearance,  that  the  pastor 
was  half  inclined  to  omit  the  courtesy  due  a  broth- 
er preacher,  of  asking  him  to  deliver  a  sermon.  If 
he  inquired  of  the  stranger  as  to  his  name,  he 
failed  to  catch  it,  and  had  no  definite  idea  to  whom 
he  was  speaking.  His  request  for  the  stranger  to 
preach  was  therefore  expressed  in  the  most  for- 
mal and  constrained  manner.  The  stranger  readily 
agreed  to  fill  the  pulpit;  and  the  pastor's  chagrin 
was  evident,  as  he  resigned  himself  to  his  fate. 

The  visitor  commenced  in  a  low  and  deliberate 
tone,  but  warmed  as  he  proceeded,  and  preached  a 
most  powerful  sermon;  and  everybody  in  the  audi- 
ence whispered  to  his  neighbor,  "  Who  is  he? " 
Before  he  had  taken  his  seat,  the  pastor  had  him 
by  the  hand.  "  What  did  you  say  your  name  was?  " 
"Simpson,"  was  the  reply.  "What!  Not  the 
bishop? "  said  the  startled  preacher.  "  That  is 
what  they  call  me,"  said  the  tall,  gaunt  man.  The 
minister  instantly  sprang  to  his  feet,  and  shouted: 
"  You  have  just  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to 
Bishop  Simpson,  Let  us  sing,  '  Praise  God  from 
whom  all  blessings  flow.'  " 

It  is  not  safe  to  judge  of  men  by  the  outward  ap- 
pearance. John  B.  Gough  was  an  ordinary-look- 
ing man,  with  his  hair  almost  down  in  his  eyes;  the 
beginning  of  one  of  John  P.  Durbin's  sermons 
was  almost  dull  enough  to  make  one  wish  he 
had  stayed  at  home,  while  the  end  blazed  like  a 
shower  of  falling  stars.  God  has  great  preachers 
still  on  earth.  Keep  your  eyes  and  ears  open  and 
you  may  both  see  and  hear  them.— The  Armor. 
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Bro.  Fercken  writes  that  there  is  a  great  open- 
ing for  successful  work  among  the  Armenians.  If 
properly  approached,  many  of  them  would  doubt- 
less come  to  the  Brethren. 


We  would  like  to  place  a  copy  of  the  Messen- 
ger in  every  family  where  there  are  members. 
Please  send  us  the  addresses  of  all  such,  and  we 
will  mail  them  a  sample  copy. 


We  would  like  to  have  more  reports  from  our 
State  Mission  Boards.  It  will  greatly  aid  them  in 
their  work  if  they  now  and  then  let  the  Brother- 
hood know  what  they  are  doing. 


.: 


Mount  Morris.  HI.,  October  24,  1896. 


Five  recently  united  with  the  church  at  Brook- 
lyn, Iowa. 

A  series  of  meetings  at  New  Hope,  Ind.,  closed 
with  seven  baptized  and  one  reclaimed, 


To  all  new  subscribers  for   1S97  the  Messenger 
'ill  be  sent  free  the  remainder  of  this  year. 


Bro.   G.   S.    Rairigh  closed  his  series  of  meet- 
ings at  South  English,  Iowa,  with  five  accessions. 


Bro.  Solomon  Buckleh  is  booked  for  a  series  of 
leetings  at  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  commencing  Dec. 


Bro.  Isaac  Rairigh  is  to  represent  Michigan  on 
the  Standing  Committee  at  the  next  Annual   Meet- 


Any  one  wishing  the  Messenger  sent  to  an  out- 
sider, in  Middle  Iowa,  will  please  write  Bro.  W.  E. 
West,  Elkhart,  Iowa. 


Bro.  C.  B.  Smith  recently  closed  an  interesting 
series  of  meetings  at  the  Bethel  church,  Nebr., 
with  eight  accessions. 


Thirteen  accessions  are  reported  in  the  North 
Morrill  church,  Kans.,  as  the  result  of  a  series  of 
neetings  held  by  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler. 


Northern  Iowa,  Minnesota,  South  and  North 
Dakota,  are  to  be  represented  on  the  next  Stand- 
ing Committee  by  Bro.  J.  E.  Rolston. 


The  Ministerial  List  in  the  Almanac  for  1897, 
lacks  only  three  of  containing  2,200  names,  and  that 
number  has  been  sent  in  since  the  list  was  com- 
pleted. 

Ten  souls  were  recently  gathered  into  the  church 
at  the  Mount  Joy  church,  Pa.  One  was  reclaimed 
and  the  others  entered  through  the  door,— Christian 
baptism. 


Bro.  S.  F.  Sanger,  of  Bridgewater,  Va.,  i 
booked  for  a  series  of  meetings  in  York,  Pa.,  eai 
ly  in  December,  and  Bro.  John  M.  Mohler,  of  Lew 
istown,  Pa.,  about  the  middle  of  January. 


Bro.  Trout  is  working  up  quite  a  good  deal  of 
interest  in  his  series  of  meetings  at  Pine  Creek. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  morning 
services  last  Sunday. 

Bro.  H.  J.  Beagle  wishes  us  to  state  that  the 
first  obituary  on  page  654  should  read,  "  In  the 
bounds  of  the  Walnut  Level  church,  Indiana,"  in- 
stead of  Pennsylvania. 


The  Almanac,  free  to  all  paid-up  subscribers,  will 
prove  a  great  help  to  our  agents  in  securing  re- 
newals, and  also  in  gathering  new  subscribers. 
The  good  work  has  now  begun,  and  we  hope  it  will 
continue  until  the  Messenger  is  found  in  every 
family  where  there  are  members. 


During  the  love  feast,  near  Clarence,  Iowa,  a 
few  days  ago,  Bro.  John  Zuck's  residence  caught 
fire,  and  burned  to  the  ground.  The  loss  is  one 
that  a  minister  can  ill  afford  to  bear. 


The  love  feast  at  Mount  Morris,  will  be  held  in 
the  Chapel,  Nov.  28,  commencing  at  4  P.  M.  The 
next  day  Bro.  Trout  is  to  commence  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Chapel  and  continue  several  weeks. 


In  this  issue  Bro.  Miller  writes  up  the  Ministe- 
rial Meeting  of  Middle  Iowa  in  a  way  that  makes 
interesting  and  instructive  reading.  We  suggest 
his  method  to  others  who  feel  inclined  to  write 
about  such  gatherings. 


The  rules  of  the  Ministerial  Meeting  in  Michi- 
gan provide  for  one  missionary  sermon,  and  one 
doctrinal  sermon  at  each  meeting.  The  idea  is  a 
good  one.  At  the  last  meeting  the  doctrinal  ser- 
mon was  on  the  Lord's  Supper. 


Brethren,  do  your  best  to  get  the  Messenger 
into  the  hands  of  all  new  converts.  It  will  not  on- 
ly strengthen  their  faith,  but  it  will  greatly  in- 
crease their  zeal  and  love  for  the  church.  Evan- 
gelists should  recommend  this  wherever  they  are 
the  means  of  bringing  converts  into  the  church. 


There  are  said  to  be  10,0:0  Chinese  in  and 
around  New  York  City,  and  only  200  of  them 
have  accepted  Christianity.  Here  is  a  chance  for 
doing  a  good  work  among  the  heathen  at  our 
door.  It  is  well  to  look  beyond  the  seas,  but  we 
must  also  keep  an  eye  on  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  our  own  land. 


Br.0.  J.  G.  McClure,  Highland,  Ohio,  writes  that 
the  members  at  that  place  recently  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  enjoying  a  real  spiritual  feast  that  was  well 
attended  by  the  home  members  as  well  as  those 
from  other  congregations.  He  further  says  that 
Bro.  Samuel  Horning  is  to  begin  a  series  of  meet- 
ings there  Dec.  12. 


Three  love  feasts  were  held  in  Northern  Illi- 
nois last  week;  one  at  Arnold's  Grove,  one  at  West 
Branch  and  the  other  at  Franklin  Grove.  All  the 
services  were  well  attended  and  greatly  appreci- 
ated. At  Arnold's  Grove  Bro.  Joseph  Amick  offici- 
ated, while  Bro.  P.  R.  Keltner  officiated  at  West 
Branch  and  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  at  Franklin  Grove. 
At  the  latter  place  four  were  baptized  as  the  re- 
sult of  their  short  series  of  meetings. 


We  wish  our  readers  and  agents  all  along  the 
line,  to  understand  that  we  want  to  work  the  Mes- 
senger up  to  a  circulation  of  at  least  20,000.  It 
ought  to  reach  this  with  ease.  It  is  the  only 
church  paper  in  the  Brotherhood,  and  there  is  not 
now  any  likelihood  of  there  being  another,  and 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  get  it  into  each 
and  every  family  where  there  are  members.  Our 
agents  are  the  ones  to  push  the  work,  and  the  pa- 
trons of  the  paper  generally  can  assist  them.  So 
let  us  see  what  can  be  done!  Let  no  one  think 
that  the  20,000  cannot  be  reached,  for  we  feel  as- 
sured that  it  can.  The  way  to  accomplish  the  un- 
dertaking is  for  everybody  to  help. 


A  Ministerial  Meeting  is  not  the  plac  ~~~~~ 
cuss  knotty  questions,  that  are  of  no  s  °  ^'s' 
terest  to  either  the  ministers  or  the  publ'  'tt' 
topics  selected  should,  as  much  as  possible  i, 
with  practical  questions  that  may  prove  hel  (  1 
the  minister  in  his  work.  The  Ministerial  M  '" 
ings  ought  to  improve  our  ministers,  and  if  tne  '*?' 
not,  they  fail  to  answer  their  purpose. 


The  Christian  Endeavor  Convention,  recentl  ■ 
session  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  suggests  that  n„L' 
sal  prayer  be  offered  for  the  Armenians  during  a 
second  week  of  November.  While  this  rna  e 
well,  we  suggest  that  now  is  the  time  to  prai  , 
the  suffering  and  down-trodden  people.  TheV"' 
Christian  should  at  all  times  pray  for  the  ne 
cuted.  Brethren,  do  not  fail  to  remember  th' 
shamefully-abused  people  at  the  throne  of  grace! 

A  strong  effort  is  to  be  made  to  procure  a  first 
class  lot  in  Washington  City,  on  which  to  build  a 
church.  The  Brethren  have  an  option  on  a  splcn. 
did  piece  of  property,  and,  in  order  to  secure  it,  the 
money  must  be  raised  inside  of-  the  next  two 
months.  We  certainly  must  have  a  church  in  t 
Capital  of  our  nation,  and  this  is  our  best  cham 
Let  every  one  who  desires  to  aid  in  this  excellent 
work  at  once  send  their  remittance  or  pledg 
the  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee  at 
this  place.  We  now  have  the  Washington  mission 
in  charge  of  a  man  who  will  do  justice  to  the 
cause,  and  under  his  management  the  church  i 
growing  and  will  continue  to  grow.  Come  to  the 
front,  brethren  and  sisters,  and  help  with  this 
work! 


SELF-EXAMINATION  SERVICE. 

It  occurrs  to  us,  that,  in  some  places,  our  self-ex- 
amination services  are  becoming  too  formal,  and  in 
others  they  are  treated  with  great  indifference. 
We  know  not  how  the  service  got  started  arswwg 
us.  No  claim  of  apostolic  example  is  made  fir  it/ 
but  it  is  one  of  these  incidentals  that  may  serze  a  J 
most  excellent  purpose  if  wisely  directed/  but  it 
should  not  be  abused. 

Each  church  ought  to  have  her  own  time  for  the 
service,  and  every  member  of  the  congregation 
should  be  urged  to  be  present.  We  also  suggest 
that  each  minister,  who  expects  to  attend  a  service 
of  the  kind,  go  there  prepared  to  speak,  should 
it  fall  to  his  lot  to  do  so.  If  there  is  ever  a  time 
when  the  minister  ought  to  have  well-digested 
thought  it  is  at  these  meetings.  The  subject  mat- 
ter of  these  talks  should  be  suited  to  the  occasion, 
and  should  be  for  the  edification,  instruction,  and 
encouragement  of  the  members.  It  is  the  last 
place  where  the  preacher  should  think  of  bringing 
out  and  magnifying  some  particular  theory  ne 
holds,  and  about  which  he  knows  the  members  be- 
fore him  differ.  It  is  no  time  to  treat  questions 
about  which  brethren  do  not  happen  to  agree. 

Nor  should  the  preaching  be  too  much  about  ex- 
ternal things.  We  have  listened  to  long  sermons, 
at  this  service,  devoted  entirely  to  the  dress  ques- 
tion. Irregularities,  pertaining  to  matters  of  tK 
kind,  are  presumed  to  have  been  adjusted 
this,  and  the  preaching  should  be  such  as  to 
the  mind  to  something  higher.  There  should  also 
be  some  variety  about  the  preaching.  Minis":" 
should  not  repeat  themselves  year  after  year,  an 
thus  cause  the  members  to  become  tired  01 
service.  This  has  doubtless  led  many  of  the  mem; 
bers  to  treat  that  part  of  the  service  with  the  in  1 
ference  so  noticeable  in  some  localities.  We  s  B 
gest  a  line  of  preaching  best  calculated  to  prepa" 
the  minds  of  the  members  for  the  love  feast  se  ^- 
ces.  It  seems  to  us  that  this  would  be  m°re 
keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel. 

In  the  call  to  prayer  it  is  customary  to  e*    ^ 
the  liberty  to  the  sisters,  but  this  is  often  done 
such  a  formal  manner  that  they  do  not 


direct 


feel  di»- 
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posed  to  take  part  in  the  prayers.  In  many  instan- 
ces a  minister  engages  in  prayer  so  soon  after 
kneeling,  as  to  give  the  sisters  no  opportunity  to 
lead  out,  without  seeming  to  show  undue  haste. 
Then  we  have  been  present  when  a  brother  recited 
the  Lord's  Prayer  immediately  after  the  first 
prayer,  thus  giving  no  one  an  opportunity  to  offer 
a  second  prayer.  The  call  to  prayer  ought  to  be 
impressive,  and  the  laity  made  to  feel  that  they 
should  also  take  part  in  the  devotional  exercises. 
Ministers,  at  the  altar,  should  tarry  long  enough  to 
give  any  brother  or  sister  an  opportunity  to  offer 
up  a  prayer,  if  they  feel  so  inclined.  And  it  seems 
to  us  that  there  should  be  at  least  two  prayers  be- 
fore the  Lord's  Prayer  is  repeated.  The  prayers 
should  be  brief,  and  suited  to  that  special  occasion. 
Let  us  all  strive  to  make  this  part  of  the  self-ex- 
amination services  more  spiritual  and  impressive. 
_  J-  h.  M. 


It  was  our  privilege  to  attend  the  Ministerial 
Meeting  of  Middle  Iowa,  held  in  the  Pleasant  View 
meetinghouse  on  the  14th  and  15th  of  October.  The 
house  is  six  miles  southwest  of  Clarence,  in  the 
Cedar  church,  the  home  of  our  brother,  Eld.  John 
Zuck.  The  meeting  was  not  large  in  numbers,  but 
it  made  up  in  quality  what  it  lacked  in  quantity. 
There  was  an  earnestness  and  a  thoughtfulness  in 
the  discussion  of  the  questions,  assigned  to  the 
various  speakers,  that  showed  preparation  and 
study  for  the  work.  We  can  say  without  hesitation 
that  the  meeting  was  decidedly  the  best  of  the 
kind  we  ever  attended.  The  subjects  discussed 
were  of  a  practical  nature  and  the  discussions  were 
of  the  same  character.  The  feeling  was  general, 
that  no  one  who  attended  the  meeting  left  without 
being  greatly  benefited.  The  remark  was  made 
that  those  who  were  absent  were  great  losers  be- 
cause the  Spirit  of  God  was  present  in  the  meet- 
ing, and  the  result  was  great  joy  to  all  who  were 
present.  We  feel  that  if  all  the  members  in  Middle 
Iowa  could  have  been  present  at  this  good  meeting 
great  good  would  have  resulted  to  all  the  churches. 


The  meeting  lasted  two  days,  and  two 
each  day  were  fully  occupied  in  discussing.  On 
the  evening  of  the  first  day  a  missionary  meeting 
was  held  and  a  sermon  preached  by  one  of  the 
brethren  on  the  importance  of  sending  the  Gospel 
to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  It  was  held  that 
our  missions  should  be  as  wide  as  the  world,  that 
the  words  "home"  and  "foreign"  missions  are 
misnomers,  and  that  the  words,  "  world-wide  mis- 
sions "  are  more  in  harmony  with  the  universal 
character  of  the  salvation  brought  to  the  world 
by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  topics  discussed  was 
that  of  woman's  duties  and  privileges  in  the  church. 
In  this  discussion  the  sisters  were  not  without  rep- 
resentatives from  among  their  own  number.  It 
was  the  general  opinion,  freely  expressed,  that  it 
is  not  only  the  privilege,  but  the  duty  of  the  sis- 
ters to  teach,  to  pray  and  prophesy,  and  to  labor 
in  the  office  of  deaconess.  Prophesying  in  this 
case,  it  was  explained,  meant  speaking  in  public  to 
the  comfort  and  edification  of  saints. 

The  conclusions  arrived  at  were  based  on  the 
Scriptural  facts  that  the  women  attended  and  took 
part  in  the  first  prayer  meeting  ever  held  in  the 
church,  that  they  were  present  on  the  Day  of  Pen- 
tecost and  were  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and 
prophesied,  that  they  served  the  apostles  in  the 
office  of  deaconess,  and  that  Paul  gave  full  instruc- 
tions as  to  how  they  should  appear  when  they  en- 
gaged in  praying  or  prophesying. 


By  far  the  most  interesting  question  discussed 
was,  "Why  do  so  many  Brethren's  Children  Seek 
Church  Homes  in  other  Denominations?  What  can 
we,  as  ministers  and  laity,  do  to  counteract  this 
tendency?"  The  discussion  of  this  topic  occupied 
an  entire  session,— the  last  one  held, — and  brought 
out  many  practical  thoughts  and  suggestions,  home 
influence,  a  father's  and  mother's  tears  and  prayers, 
speaking  kindly  of  the  church,  taking  the  children 
to  the  church  and  making  them  feel  at  home  there, 
giving  the  young  people  in  the  church  work  to  do, 
a  fatherly  and  pastoral  interest  in  the  young,  by 
the  elders  and  ministers,  were  urged  as  being  means 
by  which  our  children  may  be  saved  to  the  church. 
A  deep  interest  was  taken  in  the  subject  and  as  the 
brethren  and  sisters  spoke  in  earnest  appeals  for 
the  young  there  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  house. 

Bro.  Stephen  Johnson,  of  Garrison,  was  Modera- 
tor, and  Bro.  H.  R.  Taylor,  of  Deep  River,  Iowa, 
Secretary  of  the  meeting.  The  brethren  who  were 
in  attendance  were  much  built  up  and  encouraged. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  Des  Moines 
Valley,  and  we  believe  that  if  the  members  general- 
ly, come  to  understand  the  great  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  these  meetings  they  will  be  more  largely 
attended.  No  one  interested  in  the  work  and  the 
welfare  of  the  church  can  afford  to  stay  away. 

D.    L.    M. 


CURRENT  NEWS  FROM  MIDDLE  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  glancing  over  the  news  columns  of  the  Mes- 
senger, we  have  not,  of  late,  seen  much  from  the 
churches  of  Middle  Pennsylvania.  This  is  not  be- 
cause our  churches  have  been  on  a  general  sum- 
mer vacation,  but  our  reporters  have  been  some- 
what negligent  in  sending  in  the  news.  Commenc- 
ing at  the  Huntingdon  church, — we  are  still  going 
forward  in  the  even  tenor  of  our  way.  Our  minis- 
ters are  filling  eight  appointments  each  Sunday. 
This  includes  the  congregations  at  Ardenheim,  Ty- 
rone, Stonerstown  and  Raven's  Run.  The  three 
latter  are  filled  partly  for  the  Middle  Pennsylvania 
Mission  Board.  The  additions,  for  the  present 
year,  in  our  home  congregations,  have  been  forty- 
eight. 

The  Juniata  College,  which  forms  a  part  of  our 
town  congregation,  marks  its  highest  number  for 
the  fall  term,  and  is  moving  along  very  encour- 
agingly with  an  excellent  class  of  students,  a 
large  percentage  being  members  or  members'  chil- 
dren. Over  one  hundred  of  them  are  living  in 
the  College  buildings,  thus  making  for  them  a 
home  and  church,  under  influences  that  are  both 
helpful  and  safe.  Among  the  number  we  have  six 
ministers,  whose  assistance  is  much  appreciated  in 
general  church  work  and  in  filling  our  regular 
appointments,  as,  on  an  average,  at  least  several 
of  us  are  away  from  home  each  week,  attending  to 
outside  calls.  Elder  W.  J.  Swigart  has  been  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State  during  the  last  two 
weeks,  and  Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh  is  in  the  western 
churches  of  the  State.  Bro.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh, 
who  is  now  in  Philadelphia,  gives  us  a  sermon  on 
each  alternate  Sunday  evening.  Our  congrega- 
tions are  large  and  interest  good,  so  that  on  all 
sides  we  are  encouraged  to  go  forward  in  the 
good  work.  Our  love  feast  is  appointed  to  be  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  7,  and  we  extend  an  invitation  to 
our  brethren  and  sisters  to  come  and  be  with  us. 

The  Lewistown  church  is  building,  and  has  near- 
ly completed,  a  very  good  churchhouse  i»  Lewis- 
town,  which  was  much  needed  there,  and,  we 
hope,  will  be  the  cause  of  building  up  a  strong 
congregation  in  the  town.  This  is  one  among  th 
most  active  churches  in  the  District,  in  giving 
financial  support  to  every  good  work, — not  because 
of  their  abounding  wealth,  but  because  they  are 
liberal-hearted.     The   teaching   along  this  line  by 


the    ministry  is  of    the    Gospel   sort,   and  that  al- 
ways counts  on  the  side  of  Christian  giving. 

We  have  been  noting  this,  and  find  that  whenev- 
er we  have  liberal  churches  the  ministers  are  heart 
and  soul  in  it.  "Like  priest,  like  people"  in 
more  ways  than  one. 

For  an  Old  Folks'  Home  we  would  like  to  say 
many  good  things,  because  it  is  an  institution  that 
should  appeal  strongly  to  the  sympathies  of  every 
brother  and  sister.  We  must  care  for  our  poor 
and  aged  members,  or  else  change  our  preaching, 
and  then  we  would  get  away  from  Bible  doctrine. 
The  Home  is  getting  along  fairly  well,  and  if  all 
the  churches  would  fall  in  as  part  of  the  Home, 
everything  would  be  lovely.  Our  trouble  has,  so 
far,  been  that  some  of  the  churches  have  not  re- 
sponded as  they  should  have  done,  and,  as  a  re- 
sult, we  lack  in  carrying  on  the  Home,  just  what 
these  churches  have  lacked  in  giving.  However, 
we  are  looking  for  better  things  in  the  near  future, 
when  we  will  be  pleased  to  say  all  the  good  things 
for  our  Home  that  we  would  like  to  say  now. 
Brethren,  help  us  to  say  it  soonl 

Our  Mission  Board  met  a  few  weeks  ago,  and, 
among  other  things,  they  decided  to  locate  a  min- 
ister at  Tyrone  in  the  near  future.  Bro.  W.  S. 
Long,  our  present  Home  steward,  has  been  called 
to  the  position.  We  will  be  sorry  to  lose  him  at 
the  Home,  but  will  be  glad  to  have  him  accept 
the  call,  as  we  believe  him  to  be  the  right  man 
for  the  place,  and  hope  that  he  may  accept,  This 
will  also  be  a  loss  to  the  Aughwick  church.  But 
as  this  church  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  minis- 
ters, they  should  be  able  to  get  along. 

The  Morrison  Cove  churches,  including  Fair- 
view,  Clover  Creek,  Roaring  Springs,  Woodbury, 
New  Enterprise  and  Snake  Springs,  seem  to  be 
in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition,  have  efficient 
ministers,  strong  congregations  and  a  goodly  land. 
All  that  is  necessary  to  prosperity  is  more  conse- 
crated work  for  the  Master.  In  this  grand  and 
fertile  valley,  the  Brethren  exceed  all  other  church- 
es in  numbers  and  ought  to  wield  the  balance  of 
power  for  Christ  and  his  cause.  To  do  this,  every 
minister  must  feel  that  he  has  more  to  do  than  to 
fill  "his  turn," — that  the  salvation  of  souls  depends 
on  his  individual  effort,  and  every  sermon  he 
preaches  ought  to  have  a  special  and  definite  pur- 
pose in  view.  Random  shooting  don't  amount  to 
much;  it  often  strikes  the  wrong  bird,  and  thus 
may  do  more  harm  than  good. 

Our  brother,  George  Brumbaugh,  elder  of  the 
James  Creek  church,  was  afflicted  with  paralysis 
of  one  side,  and  is  still  left  in  quite  a  helpless  con- 
dition. A  few  weeks  ago  he  called  for  the  anoint- 
ing, and  asks  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the 
church,  that,  if  it  is  the  Lord's  will,  he  may  be 
restored  to  health.  This  leaves  the  James  Creek 
church  with  only  one  acting  minister,  G.  B.  Brum- 
baugh, who  is  now  performing  double  duty.  We 
hope  that  with  his  increased  labor  he  may  receive 
a  double  portion  of  the  Spirit,  and  thus  be  enabled 
to  efficiently  perform  the  increased  duties  that 
have  now  fallen  to  him. 

We  would  be  glad  to  give  a  word  from  all  of 
our  churches  of  the  District,  but  have  not  at  this 
writing  the  data  to  do  so. 

The  District  Ministerial  Meeting  will  be  held  in 
the  Altoona  church  Nov.  17,  18  and  19.  The  last 
day  of  the  meeting  will  be  devoted  to  Sunday 
school  work.  We  trust  all  of  our  ministers  and 
Sunday  school  workers  will  make  it  a  duty  to  be 
present  at  this  meeting,  as  it  is  hoped  to  make  it 
one  of  the  best  ones  yet  held,  and  no  church  work- 
er can  afford  to  be  absent  from  it.  The  duty  we 
most  owe  to  ourselves,  to  our  fellow  man  and  to 
our  God,  is  to  so  develop  the  powers  given  ub  that 
we  may  be  able  to  do  the  most  possible  good,  be- 
cause we  have  been  called  into  the  world  for  that 
I  purpose.  H-  B-  B* 
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*  HOME  *  AND  *  FAMILY  *— 


MOTHER  AND  HOME. 

A  little  child  in  the  busy  street: 
A  child  with  shy  face,  flower-sweet, 
And  brown  eyes,  troubled  and  half  afraid, 
By  the  noise  and  hurry  quite  dismayed. 
1  lifted  the  baby  hand  and  said- 
Smoothing  the  curls  on  the  golden  head— 
"  Where  is  your  home,  my  little  one?  " 
For  the  summer's  day  was  nearly  done. 
And  the  swift  tears  came  at  her  reply, 
As  she  trusting  answered,  sweetly  shy: 
"  Home  is  where  mamma  is,  you  know. 
Won't  you  take  me  there?     I  want  to  go!  " 
Where  mother  is!    Oh,  the  word  of  love! 
No  matter  how  far  our  feet  may  rove; 
When  weary  and  worn  in  constant  strife. 
Mother  and  home  are  the  best  of  life. 
Blessed  is  be  who  may  smiling  say, 
"  I'm  going  home  to  mother  to-day," 
God's  mercy  hallows  that  home  so  dear, 
Where  mother  our  footsteps  waits  to  hear. 
Bless  the  busy  bands  and  the  cheery  smile 
That  brighten  and  comfort  all  the  while; 
Nothing  on  earth  can  with  home  compare 
When  a  loving  mother  waits  us  there. 

—  Christian  Herald. 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETINQ. 


]1V   HOWARD   MILL 


For  the  last  issue  or  two  of  the  Messenger  noth- 
ing has  appeared  in  the  prayer  meeting  column  for 
the  reason  that  I  have  been  away  from  home  and 
have  not  been  so  situated  that  I  could  write. 

At  the  present  the  following  are  a  few  of  the  re- 
corded instances  of  answers  to  prayer.  They  are 
not  numbered  consecutively  as  I  do  not  have  access 
to  the  files  of  those  previously  received,  being  away 
from  home  temporarily, 

A  member  writes  that  a  little  child  lay  sick  of  a 
complication  of  diseases  that  seemed  certain  to  re- 
sult in  death.  The  doctor  practically  gave  up  the 
case.  The  parents  united  in  prayer  for  recovery. 
They  also  sent  for  the  minister  who  prayed  for  help. 
The  result  was  that  the  child  slept,  grew  better,  and 
in  less  than  a  week  was  out,  all  right,  and  is  now 
stout  and  well.  The  doctor  "didn't  understand" 
the  turn  matters  took,  but  the  parents  did, 

A  sister  accused  of  a  grave  crime  she  knew  her- 
self to  be  innocent  of,  is  brought  before  the  church. 
It  is  an  ugly  matter  to  refer  to  but  she  fasted  and 
prayed  for  help  for  two  days  when  the  answer  came 
that  she  should  take  courage.  At  the  council  she 
was  fully  exonorated  of  the  charges  and  the  matter 
of  bringing  it  before  the  church  at  all  was  deplored 
and  deprecated.  It  seems  to  the  writer  that  with- 
out divine  help  she  had  failed  in  clearing  herself. 

A  child  was  sick  unto  death — given  over  to  die. 
A  sister  calls  and  goes  home  grieving  over  the  ex- 
pected death,  when  suddenly  she  thinks  of  prayer 
and  at  half  past  nine  prays  earnestly  for  recovery. 
Then  the  next  day  she  learned  that  at  about  that 
time  there  was  a  turn  for  the  better  and  the  child  is 
well  to-day.  Who  may  say  that  it  was  not  a  direct 
answer  to  prayer? 

A  boy  thinks  his  home  too  lonesome  and  goes 
away  into  the  great  world.  His  mother  earnestly 
prays  for  his  return  and  while  yet  praying  he  re- 
turns. The  same  writer  tells  of  a  prayer  that  her 
son  might  be  converted  at  a  meeting  he  attended 
and  it  so  happened  that  not  only  he  but  his  brother 
joined  the  church  at  the  time  of  the  meeting. 

A  sister  in  the  church  prays  for  her  husband's 
conversion  and  it  so  happened  that  he  joined  the 
church  at  a  series  of  meetings  held  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Her  two  sisters  were  also  made  members  as 
a  result  of  prayers  by  this  writer. 

Money  is  wanted  for  a  mission  and  prayer  is  held, 
in  a  harness-shop,  that  it  may  come  in,  with  the  re- 
sult of  a  remarkable  return  in  a  short  time.  The 
mission  is  now  a  church  in  a  land  over  the  sea. 

A  tobacco-user  with  twenty-six  years  of  the  habit 
back  of  him  prays  for  release.  It  came,  and  for 
three  years  back  he  has  had  no  desire  for  the  use 
of  the  weed.  Why  should  he  with  the  Lord  as  a 
helper? 


A  brother  has  a  sum  of  money  due  him  from  a 
debtor  a  thousand  miles  away.  He  needs  the  mon- 
ey and  prays  that  it  may  come.  Although  the 
debt  was  a  year  in  arrears,  yet  in  a  week  from  the 
time  of  the  prayer  the  debtor  wrote,  and  in  anoth- 
er week  paid.  The  same  writer  was  cured  of  a 
troublesome  kidney  trouble  by  prayer. 

A  little  boy  goes  out  on  horseback  at  night  and 
does  not  return.  His  mother  prays  for  his  safety 
and  is  at  once  assured  in  that  unknown  way,  so 
often  referred  to  in  these  letters,  that  it  is  all  right. 
In  ten  minutes  the  boy  returns  safe  and  sound. 

A  woman  in  Indiana  is  sick  with  typhoid  fever, — 
dying,  her  friends  think.  She  opens  her  eyes  and 
tells  them  of  a  vision  she  had  that  she  would  re- 
cover and  live  in  Iowa.  It  all  so  happened.  The 
same  person  tells  that  when  the  grasshoppers  were 
eating  everything  she  prayed  that  some  wheat 
might  be  spared,  and  in  the  whole  county,  a  part 
of  their  wheat  field  and  one  other  were  all  the 
grasshoppers  left  standing. 

A  sister  wants  an  address  which  she  has  forgot- 
ten, and  taking  it  to  the  Lord  is  directed  to  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  Messenger  where  she  finds 
what  she  wanted.  The  same  writer  tells  of  a  hus- 
band off  on  a  delayed  excursion  train.  She  prays 
for  his  immediate  return,  and  while  on  her  knees, 
hears  his  steps  on  the  porch. 

A  sister  in  the  far  West  writes  that  the  Lord  has 
done  so  much  for  her  in  answer  to  prayer,  that  she 
does  not  know  where  to  begin  to  tell  of  it. 

A  writer  tells  of  the  prayers  of  an  old  brother 
for  recovery  from  sickness  when  given  up  to  die. 
Being  well  now  it  is  all  attributed,  and  justly  so, 
to  God's  helping  hand  in  answer  to  prayer. 

A  writer  tells  of  playing  the  fiddle  at  a  dance, 
and  in  a  fracas  that  followed,  being  stabbed,  so 
that  three  doctors  said  he  would  die  in  a  few 
hours.  The  injured  man,  now  a  brother,  sent  for 
one  of  our  ministers  who  prayed  for  him  and  he  got 
well.  The  same  member  tells  of  having  prayed  at 
11  o'clock  that  certain  other  two  might  awake  and 
speak  of  their  salvation.  Next  day  he  found  that 
it  so  happened  at  the  hour  named. 

The  above  is  not  all  that  I  have  in  hand  to  be 
yet  briefed,  but  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  if 
there  are  others  who  wish  to  add  their  Testimony 
finally,  it  be  done  within  a  week  from  reading  this 
article,  as  my  business  affairs  take  me  away  from 
home  and  I  can  not  give  the  matter  its  immediate 
and  personal  attention  that  I  might  otherwise  do. 
If  you  will  bear  witness  as  to  what  the  Lord  has 
done  for  you,  do  it  now. 

Lewisburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa, 

ANSWER  TO  PRAYER. 

BY  SISTER  J.  KELSO. 

Eleven  years  ago  the  writer  firmly  believes  and 
knows  that  she  has  been  the  recipient  of  answers 
to  her  prayers  and  others'.  When  I  was  afflicted 
for  a  number  of  years  and  lay  for  months  in  a  dy- 
ing condition,  the  doctors  and  every  one  gave  me 
up  to  die.  I  called  for  the  elders  of  the  church 
and  was  anointed.  God  heard  those  whispered 
prayers  and  I  am  to-day  living  on  the  wings  of 
prayer  and  extension  of  time.  Let  us  not  forget  to 
pray  daily,  for  God  will  answer  according  to  his 
divine  will, — not  ours!  "  For  who  knows  the  mind 
of  the  Lord  or  who  hath  been  his  counsellor." 
Waterloo i  Iowa, 

A  WORD  WITH  MOTHERS. 

When  a  mother  grows  careless  about  her  appear- 
ance at  home,  she  is  either  declining  in  health  or 
her  heart's  love  for  her  husband  and  children  is 
lukewarm.  How  many  hours  did  she  spend  in  per- 
sonal toilet  attentions  before  she  took  up  the  sa- 
credness  of  marriage,  when  her  lover  came  "  a 
courtin'  and  admirin' "  ?  Often  and  often  these 
same  dressy  girls  develop  into  veritable  slouches 
after  marriage,  and  why  is  it?  Mothers,  why  do 
you  "  dress  up"  when  looking  for  company  or  go 


a-visiting?  And  why  do  you  show  the  very  worst 
side  of  yourself  to  your  immediate  home  circle? 

The  children  appreciate  pretty  gowns  far  more 
than  you  think;  then,  why  go  about  arrayed  in  an 
untidy  dress  and  loose  hair,  when  these  wide- 
awake critics  are  so  alert  to  observe  the  least  error 
in  your  appearance? 

Our  little  ones  appreciate  a  neat  attire  and  smil- 
ing face;  then  mother  should  by  no  means  deny 
them  this  pleasure,  and  reserve  her  bast  gowns  and 
best  smiles  for  the  world  who  only  half  appreciates 
them.  "I  came  from  my  dressing  room"  says  a 
mother,  "one  warm  afternoon  dressed  in  a  plain 
neat  vc rapper,  with  well  dressed  hair.  My  three- 
year-old  boy,  glancing  up  from  a  story-book,  said 
admiringly,  '  Mamma  dot  a  new  dress,'  and  he  was 
pleased,  yet  only  a  baby."  It  does  pay  to  dress  up 
at  home.  By  dressing  up  I  don't  mean  for  a  wom- 
an to  wear  out  her  best  dress  in  the  kitchen,  but  try 
and  always  appear  well  dressed,  even  in  calico  and 
a  gingham  apron.  Let  the  garments  be  clean  and 
neat,  have  the  hair  shining  and  well  arranged,  not 
curled  and  fluffed  like  an  actress,  and  the  husband, 
as  well  as  the  children,  will  be  pleased  and  full  of 


praise   for  th 


look  her  best  for  dear  loved  ones 


'ho  regards   it  her  duty  to 


-~*  CORRESPONDENCE  *~* 

what  thou  scest,  and  send  it  unto  the  chuiches." 


S^*Church  News  solicited  tor  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a 
eeting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  wi 
ve  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notc9ofTravel  shoi 
brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  fc 
apartment.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  for  that  put] 


From  the  Sweet  Water  Lake  Church,  Ramsey  Co., 
North  Dakota. 

This  church  was  duly  organized  June  29,  1895, 
/ith  about  forty-five  members.  Bro.  S.  N.  Ever- 
ole  and  Bro.  G.  W.  Stong  were  the  only  ministers  | 

at  that  time.     The  church  now  has  a  membership  J 

of  about  eighty-five,  with   four   ministers  and  thret      J! 
deacons.     We    held    our  Communion   June    28.     if    ' 
was  a  feast  to  the  soul.     Nearly  one  hundred  meriT" 
bers  surrounded  the  table  of  the  Lord.    We  also 
held    our   last    quarterly  council-meeting  Sept.  24. 
On  account  of  rain  during  most  of  the  day,  the  at- 
tendance was  small,  but  the  business  was  disposed 
of  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present,  and,  we  trust, 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  church.     Bro.  S.  N.  Ever- 
sole  was  elected  delegate  to  District  Meeting. 

Isaac  Wagoner. 
Sept.  24. 

A  Visit  to  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  writer,  in  company  with  two  other  sisters, 
attended  the  feast  at  Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  I. 
It  was  indeed  a  feast  to  the  soul.  We  were  well 
instructed  in  the  Way  of  Life  by  Bro.  Daniel  Vani- 
man,  who  also  officiated  at  the  feast.  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  a  little  band  of  God's  children  as- 
semble around  the  Lord's  table.  It  reminds  us  of 
Christ  in  the  upper  room  at  Jerusalem. 

The  dear  brethren  and  sisters  of  Washington 
are  very  hospitable  and  kind,  and  we  enjoyed  be- 
ing with  them.  Sister  and  I  remained  until  Sun- 
day, returning  in  time  for  Sunday  school.  I  Ao 
earnestly  pray  God's  blessings  abundantly  upon 
the  work  of  dear  brother  and  sister  Hollinger. 

We  were  pleased  to  see  again  the  face  of  our 
dear  sister  Carrie  Anderson,  who  returned  to 
America  last  week,  and  is  now  in  Washington. 

Our  work  here  is  very  encouraging.     We  feel  to 
greatly   rejoice    in    the   progress    of  the   cause 
Christ.  C.  Tempie  Sauble. 

Baltimore,  Md  ,  Oct.  5. 

From  the  Barron  Church,  Wis. 

Aug.  25  Bro.  Jacob  Delp,  of  Pearl  City,  I'!« 
came  to  this  place  and  began  a  series  of  meeting 
and  continued  until  Sept.  9,  which  was  the  tim 
set  for  our  feast.  A  refreshing  season  was  en- 
joyed by  all.  Two  sisters  were  added  to 
number  by  baptism;  one  was  an  invalid. 


October  24    18 


TIEiJE    GOSPEL   IMHESSZEnSrOOEIEa,. 


683 


Bro.  Delp  is  well  thought  of  at  this  place,  and 

thank  the   Mission  Board  of  Northern  Illinois 

for  sending  him  to  this   place.     He  has  promised 

to  return  in  the  near  future,  and  we  are  anxiously 

awaiting  that  time. 

Bro.  D.  M.  Miller,  of  Milledgeville,  111.,  was  al- 
so with  us  during  the  latter  part  of  the  meeting. 
We  greatly  enjoyed  his  fatherly  presence.  We  ex- 
pect him  back  again  later  on.  Atta  Woods. 

Oct.  4-  , 

Fiom  the  Manassas  Church,  Va. 

We  met  in  regular  quarterly  council  at  Cannon 
Branch  Oct.  3,  at  1  P.  M.  Quite  a  large  amount 
of  business  was  transacted.  Two  of  our  young 
brethren,  who  are  attending  Bridgewater  College 
were  granted  letters  of  membership.  Bro.  Albert 
Hollinger,  of  Washing'on,  D.  C,  is  to- commence 
a  series  of  meetings  at  Cannon  Branch,  Nov.  7, 
which  is  to  continue  till  Nov.  21,  when  we  will 
have  a  feast.  We  hope  some  of  our  Northern  and 
"Valley"  brethren  and  sisters  will  arrange  to  be 
with  us  at  that  time.  We  hope  we  will  have  a 
good  meeting! 

Sept.  16,  wife,  two  daughters,  Bro.  J.  M.  and 
self,  started  by  private  conveyance  to  Winchester, 
Va.,  to  visit  our  cousins,  Bro.  W.  M.,  and  sister 
Tillie  Wine.  We  found  brethren  Wine  and  S.  F. 
Sanger  in  their  packing-house,  busily  engaged  in 
separating,  packing  and  shipping  peaches.  They 
are  the  proprietors  of  "  Battle  Field  "  Peach  Farm. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  19,  we  traveled  thirteen 
miles  to  attend  the  Salem  love  feast.  A  heavy 
rain-storm  during  the  afternoon  prevented  many 
from  attending.  The  order  and  attention  were  ex- 
cellent. Brethren  Wakeman,  Driver,  Sanger  and 
the  writer  were  the  visiting  ministers.  A  notice- 
able feature  at  this  feast  was  the  few  young 
members  at  the  tables.  Upon  inquiry  we  found 
that  nearly  all  the  members'  children  are  out  of  [ 
the  church  and  some  have  joined  other  churches. 
<!rhe  members  of  the  Salem  church  are  scattered 
oXr  a  large  territory.  Bro.  Daniel  Baker  is  the 
elder  in  charge,  and  his  co-laborers  are  W.  M. 
Wine  and  S.  A.  Cline.  On  our  way  home  we 
noticed  where  the  storm  had  done  much  damage. 

The  Tropical  cyclone  which  passed  northward 
over  the  eastern  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
which  seems  to  have  originated  in  the  Caribbean 
Sea,  struck  us  about  11  P.  M.,  Sept.  29,  doing  great 
damage  to  buildings,  forest  and  orchard  trees, 
fences,  corn  shocks,  wind  mills,  hay  and  straw 
stacks.  A  great  many  buildings  were  unroofed, 
and  more  or  less  otherwise  damaged,  and  quite  a 
number  (mostly  barns)  were  entirely  blown  down. 
My  barn  is  a  wreck.  In  our  vicinity  no  lives  were 
lost.  Most  of  our  Brethren  suffer  more  or  less  loss. 
J.  E.  BlOUGH. 

Oct.  5. 

From  the  Lost  Creek  Church,  Mo. 

In  company  with  Bro.  Henry  and  sister  Hubbard, 
and  sister  Sarah  Sheets,  all  earnest  workers  in  the 
church,  we  started,— on  Saturday  morning,  Oct.  3, 
after  preaching  in  the  town  of  Neosho,  on  Friday 
night,— to  the  home  of  sister  Sheets'  father  and 
mother,  about  thirty-five  miles  from  this  place. 
We  arrived  there  in  time  to  gather  a  small  con- 
gregation Saturday  night,  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  sister  Sheets'  father.  We  had  services 
that  evening.  At  11  A.  M.,  on  Sunday,  we  met  at 
a  schoolhouse  near  by,  where  a  large  congregation 
had  gathered  to  hear  a  Free  Baptist  minister,  who 
kindly  invited  me  to  take  his  place,  which  I  did. 
I  preached  again,  at  the  same  place,  at  3  P.  M.,  to 
a  crowded  house  of  eager  listeners.  At  the  close 
°f  the  discourse  I  gave  an  invitation,  and  friend 
Johnson  and  wife  came  forward  and  applied  for 
membership.  This  caused  much  rejoicing.  After 
closing  the  services  we  went  to  Sugar  Creek  to  at- 
tend to  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  I  never  saw 
two  more  willing  subjects  than  these  were.  Bro. 
upwards    of   seventy    years 


aloof  from  any  church,  but  who  are  now  ready  to 
follow  their  parents.  They  gave  us  a  pressing  in- 
vitation to  come  back  soon  and  preach  for  them 
again.  At  this  place  there  is  a  field  ripe  for  the 
harvest.  I  never  witnessed  a  more  impressive 
baptismal  scene.  One  lady  who  was  a  member 
of  another  denomination,  stood  on  the  bank  and 
praised  God  for  this  kind  of  preaching.  Any 
brother  wishing  to  visit  this  point,  will  be  wel- 
comed at  Bro.  A.  Johnson's,  Cyclone,  Mo. 

I.  L.  Hakader. 
Racine,  Mo.,  Oct.  9. 


Lone  Star  Notes 


Since  my  last  notes  one  has  been  received  by 
baptism.  Sept.  12  I  attended  the  feast  in  the 
Pleasant  Valley  congregation,  Clay  Co.,  Texas. 
Only  ten  members  surrounded  the  tables.  Five 
letters  were  granted.  This  church  is  losing  a  num- 
ber of  its  members  by  emigration.  They  have  no 
resident  minister.  Bro.  Molsbee  visits  them  four 
or  five  times  a  year. 

Sept.  25  wife  and  I  drove  to  the  Williams  Creek 
church,  Cook  Co.,  Tex.,  in  time  for  their  council, 
and  were  also  at  their  feast  Sept.  26.  This  church 
is  also  without  a  minister.  Bro.  Molsbee  also  has 
care  of  this  church  and  visits  them  four  or  five 
times  a  year.  Thirteen  members  surrounded  the 
tables.  It  may  seem  strange  to  many  in  the  North 
and  East  to  hold  love  feast  meetings  with  only  one 
minister,  but  the  writer  has  attended  a  number  in 
the  last  few  years. 

The  Nocona  church  held  her  quarterly  council 
Oct.  3.  Letters  were  granted  to  two  of  her  mem- 
bers who  had  moved  elsewhere.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings,  commencing  Dec.  28, 
to  continue  a  week  or  longer.  If  any  ministering 
brethren  can  make  it  suit  to  be  with  us,  their 
services  will  be  highly  appreciated.  Otherwise  it 
is  expected  that  Bro.  Molsbee  will  do  the  preach- 

g.  A.  J.  Wine. 

Nocona,  Tex.,  Oct.  6. 


Johns 
wife 


From  Appanoose,  Kansas. 


We  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  Sept.  27, 
and  continued  until  Oct.  3.  The  meetings  were 
conducted  by  Bro.  John  Sherfey,  one  of  our  home 
ministers.  The  meetings  were  well  attended,  and 
we  feel  we  were  well  instructed.  On  the  evening 
of  Oct.  3  the  members  surrounded  the  table  of  the 
Lord,  to  celebrate  the  suffering  and  death  of  our 
Redeemer.  The  ministerial  help  from  the  adjoin- 
ing churches  were  brethren  Jesse  Studebaker, 
James  Hilkey,  I.  L.  Hoover,  Wm.  Weybright,  John 
Crist  and  others.  Bro.  Studebaker  officiated.  One 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  members  communed. 

While  we  were  enjoying  the  meetings,  the  tad 
intelligence  came  to  us  that  Bro.  Isaac  Shoemaker 
had  met  with  a  sad  accident,  resulting  in  death. 
He  was  driving  a  team  attached  to  a  wagon  load 
of  brick.  In  crossing  the  railroad  and  starting 
down  a  steep  grade  the  end-gate  fell  out  of  the 
wagon  and  the  brick  rolled  out,  throwing  him  down 
headlong,  right  behind  the  horses.  They  gave 
several  severe  kicks,  which  caused  death  in  a  few 
hours.  On  Sunday,  Sept.  4,  his  remains  were 
brought  to  the  Appanoose  church,  where  the  fu- 
neral services  were  conducted  by  Bro.  Jesse  Stude- 
baker and  others,  after  which  he  was  quietly  laid 
away  in  the  Appanoose  cemetery.  His  age  was 
seventy-one  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ot- 
tawa church,  and  a  consistent  member.  He  served 
the  church  as  a  deacon  for  a  number  of  years.  As 
an  immediate  result  of  our  meetings,  one  dear 
soul  came  out  and  was  baptized.  We  feel  that 
many  more  were  almost  persuaded  to  join  in  with 
the  people  of  God.  James  T.  Kinzie. 

Centropolis,  Kans.,  Oct.  6. 


a  warning  to  those  without.  One  of  the  strongest 
characteristics  of  Bro.  Mohler's  preaching  is  his 
effort  to  impress  upon  the  people  the  importance 
of  making  the  matter  of  salvation  a  personal  and 
individual  one,  and  to  realize  the  danger  of  ac- 
cepting the  opinions,  theories  and  doctrines  of 
men,  instead  of  the  teachings  of  our  Savior,  as  they 
fell  from  his  holy  lips.  How  can  such  preaching 
fail  to  accomplish  much  good  in  the  world  by  way 
of  encouraging  the  saints  to  a  higher  and  better 
life,  and  to  warn  those  without  ths  kingdom  to 
flee  from  the  wrath  to  come? 

The  immediate  visible  result  of  this  meeting  was 
to  indue*  thirteen  souls  to  put  on  Christ  in  Chris- 
tian baptism.  But  shall  we  measure  the  good  ac- 
complished at  these  meetings  by  this  alone?  We 
think  not.  No  one  but  he  who  can  look  into  the 
heart,  can  fully  know  the  far-reaching  results  upon 
those  who  have  the  privilege  of  attending  such 
meetings.  The  impression  of  all,  owing  to  the 
interest  manifested,  was  that  they  closed  too  soon. 
Bro.  Mohler's  arrangements  having  been  made  to 
leava  for  other  fields,  Bro.  Lewis  Keltner,  of  Pearl 
City,  111.,  continued  the  meetings  one  week  longer, 
with  a  good  interest,  considering  the  weather. 

This  church  expects  to  hold  a  Bible  Normal 
during  December,  at  which  time  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller 
is  expected  to  be  with  us  and  deliver  a  series  of 
lectures.  T.  A.  Eisenbise. 

Oct.  xi. 

From  Oregon. 

Our  Ministerial  Meeting  and  District  Meeting 
of  Oregon,  Washingtonjand  Idaho  was  held  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley  church,  beginning  Sept.  24.  It 
was  a  pleasant  meeting.  Each  congregation  of 
the  District  was  represented  by  delegation. 

On  the  evening  of  Sept,  25  we  held  our  Com- 
munion. Better  order  I  never  saw.  Sept.  26  Bro. 
Philip  Workman  was  ordained  to  the  eldership. 
Ten  ministers  were  present  from  adjoining  church- 
es. On  Sunday  morning,  at  10  A.  M.,  we  had 
children's  meeting.  At  II  A.  M.  our  new  church 
was  dedicated  by  brethren  M.  M.  Bashor  and  S.  S. 
Barklow.  We  also  had  preaching  at  3  and  at  7  P, 
M.,  when  thirteen  souls  confessed  Christ,  and  were 
buried  with  him  in  baptism  on  the  following 
Monday.  One  among  the  number  was  our  only 
daughter.  Thus  the  meeting  continued  till  the 
next  Sunday  evening,  with  a  total  of  seventeen 
added  to  the  church.  Others  are  near  the  king- 
dom. All  but  threo  of  those  new  members  live 
near  our  churchhouse.  Those  three  are  the  children 
of  Bro.  J.  N.  Gwinn,  of  Idaho.  This  congrega- 
tion has  had  its  dark  days,  but  the  light  is  begin- 
ning to  dawn  again.  J.  A.  Royer. 

Isabel,  Oregon,  Oct.  5. 


not  quite  so  far  advanced 


They 


nave  sons  and  daughters  who  have  been  standing 


From  the  North  Morrill  Church,  Brown  Co.,  Kans. 

Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler,  of  Lewistown,  Pa.,  came  to 
this  church,  Sept.  5  and  continued  preaching  each 
evening  until  Oct.  6,— in  all  thirty-five  sermons, 
which  resulted  in  the  edification  of  the  church  and 


District  Meeting  of  Northern  Uwa,  Etc. 

The  District  Meeting  of  Northern  Iowa,  Minne- 
sota, South  and  North  Dakota  was  held  in  the  Root 
River  church,  Fillmore  Co.,  Minn.,  Oct.  5.  This 
is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best-established  congrega- 
tions in  the  District.  The  weather  during  the 
meetings  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  The 
churches  of  the  District  are  scattered  over  a  large 
territory,  making  it  inconvenient  and  expensive 
for  many  of  the  congregations  to  represent  by  del- 
egates. However,  there  was  a  fair  representation. 
Some  drove  nearly  one  hundred  miles. 

Most  of  the  brethren  coming  from  a  distance  ar- 
rived on  Friday  or  Saturday,  in  order  to  attend 
the  feast  Saturday  evening.  All  could  not  be  ac- 
commodated at  the  tables. 

The  Brethren  have  a  large,  commodious  house, 
but  they  could  not  near  seat  all  their  neighbors 
and  friends  during  the  services  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday.  . 

On  Monday  morning  the  meeting  was  organized 
for  business  by  electing  Eld.  S.  M.  Miller,  Moder- 
ator; Will  H.  Lichty,  Reading  Clerk  and  J.  E. 
Rolston,  Writing  Clerk.  The  delegates,  on  pre- 
senting their  credentials,  are  asked  the  same  ques- 
tions as  are  asked  at  Annual  Meeting. 
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The  business  that  came  before  the  meeting  for 
consideration  was  discussed  in  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord,  and,  we  trust,  was  disposed  of  accordingly. 
There  were  no  queries  sent  to  Annua]  Meeting. 

The  Mission  Board  reported  the  best  year's  work 
ever  done  in  the  history  of  the  District.  The  sum 
of  S500  was  again  appropriated  for  the  work  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  This  may  seem  small  to 
some,  but  many  of  the  churches,  here  in  the  North- 
west, are  weak  and  cannot  contribute  so  freely  as 
some  of  the  older  congregations,  whose  church- 
houses  are  all  paid  for.  But  the  Mission  Board 
think  the  churches  of  the  District  have  done  no- 
bly and  look  forward  to  brighter  prospects  in  the 
future. 

Bro.  O.  J.  Beaver,  of  Fredericksburg,  Chicka- 
saw Co.,  Iowa,  was  re-elected  District  Evangelist. 
He  did  valuable  service  along  the  frontiers  last 
year.  Eld.  Harvey  Eikenberry  was  elected  as  an 
evangelist  for  the  use  of  the  General  Mission 
Board. 

The  three  newly-organized  churches  of  North 
Dakota  were  enrolled.  J.  E.  Rolston  was  chosen 
member  of  the  next  Standing  Committee;  Eld. 
Harvey  Eikenberry,  alternate.  The  next  District 
Meeting  will  be  held  with  the  Brethren  of  South 
Waterloo,  on  the  first  Monday  of  October,  1897. 
Monday  evening  there  was  quite  an  enthusiastic 
missionary  meeting.  An  offering  of  about  S50  was 
collected. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  6,  the  Ministerial  Meeting  of 
the  District  was  held.  It  was  full  of  interest  and 
profit  to  all.  I  will  not  speak  further  concerning 
the  Ministerial  Meeting,  as,  perhaps,  the  Secretary 
will  have  some  notes  to  offer.  J.  E.  Rolston. 


From  Washington,  D.  C. 


held 


Oct.  1,  the  first  Brethren  love  feast 
the  City  of  Washington,  D.  C,  in  a  nice,  clean  up- 
per room,  forty-two  feet  square,  near  the  Capitol, 
on  Pennsylvania  Avenue.  Thirty-two  members 
from  eight  different  States,  besides  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  Sweden,  were  gathered  around  the 
Lord's  table,  seven  of  whom  were  ministers,  repre- 
senting five  different  States,  besides  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  members  who  had  made  it  their 
choice  to  go  to  another  church  were  visited  by  the 
committee  sent  here  by  the  Missionary  Committee, 
to  set  in  order  the  things  that  were  wanting,  and 
all  who  expressed  themselves  as  being  satisfied 
with  their  choice  were,  by  an  action  of  the  church, 
declared  no  longer  in  fellowship  with  us.  This 
leaves  a  membership  of  twenty-six  with  us.  An 
election  was  held  for  two  deacons,  resulting  in  the 
election  of  brethren  Martin  C.  Flohr  and  John  A. 
Garber,  who,  with  their  companions,  were  installed 
in  the  usual  order.  These  brethren  are  both  em- 
ployed by  the  Government,— one  in  the  postal,  and 
the  other  in  the  treasury  department.  A  number 
of  other  brethren  are  also  in  the  civil  service. 
There  will  always  be  Brethren  and  Brethren's  chil- 
dren in  the  National  Capital,  which  makes  it  impor- 
tant that  a  Brethren  church  be  well  established,  in 
order  that  they  and  others  may  have  a  proper 
church  home. 

Washington  is  surrounded  by  the  churches  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylvania.  The  love 
feast  was  a  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  one.  The 
members  are  much  encouraged.  Peace,  union,  and 
harmony  now  prevail.  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger  is 
their  pastor,  who  now  has  efficient  official  helpers. 

Sister  Carrie  Anderson  and  Bro.  Westergreen,  of 
Sweden,  were  recently  united  in  matrimony  and 
are  now  also  making  this  city  their  home.  Sister 
Carrie  is  employed  by  the  General  Mission  Board 
as  tract  distributer. 

A  churchhouse  is  much  needed  in  this  city.  A 
very  suitable  lot  has  been  found  on  the  corner  of 
Fourth  Street  and  North  Carolina  Avenue,  near  the 
cable  street-car  line,  on  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  only 
four  blocks  from  the  Capitol.  Owing  to  the  strin- 
gency of  money  matters  and  the  desire  of  the  heirs 
to  whom  it  belongs,  to  sell  and  divide  the  proceeds, 
an  option  has  been  taken  on  it  at  a  very  low  figure 
until  Jan.    1,   1897.    The  lot,  situation,  price,  etc., 


has  been  carefully  considered  by  three  of  the  Gen- 
eral Missionary  and  Tract  Committee,  their  Travel- 
ing Secretary,  and  a  number  of  others  who  have  al- 
so seen  and  examined  it,  all  of  whom  consider  it  a 
rare  chance  to  get  such  a  suitable  location  at  the 
price  agreed  upon.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  the 
friends  of  city  work  will  now  come  forward  with 
liberal  donations,  in  time  to  secure  these  desirable 
lots  before  the  option  expires,— Jan.  I,  1897.  Let 
all  who  have  subscribed  toward  a  meetinghouse  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  all  others  who  are  willing 
to  help,  send  their  donations  to  the  Missionary  and 
Tract  Committee,  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  on  or  before 
Dec,  15,  1896.  Remember,  this  is  to  be  no  failure. 
This  is  to  go. 

Two  darkies  once  tried  to  roll  a  cotton  bale,  the 
one  lifting  his  best,  the  other  not.  The  one  who 
had  done  his  best,  straightening  up,  said,  "Sambo, 
are  you  a  Christian?  "  He  answered,  "Yes,  sah." 
"Then  lift,"  was  the  gentle  reminder.  The  bale 
rolled  next  time. 

Lift!  Let  us  have  a  meetinghouse  in  the  Capital 
of  our  nation  without  fail!  Daniel  Vaniman. 


From  Eglon,  W.  Va. 


Sept.  26  brethren  John  S.  and  Samuel  K.  Fike, 
of  the  German  settlement  congregation,  assisted  at 
a  council  in  the  Sugar  Lands,  where  a  little  band 
of  Brethren  is  living.  They  are  situated  in  Tuck- 
er County,  W.  Va.,  about  twenty  miles  from  this 
place,  and  under  the  care  of  said  congregation. 
Everything  passed  off  pleasantly.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  their  Communion  meeting.  The 
time  was  not  decided  upon,  as  they  are  building 
a  new  churchhouse  at  that  place  and  decided  to 
wait  till  it  is  finished. 

This  little  band  of  Brethren  have  had  only  the 
privilege  of  a  schoolhouse  for  preaching  services, 
for  quite  a  number  of  years,  until  last  spring  when 
they  decided  to  build  for  themselves  a  house  of 
worship.  Arrangements  were  made  and  the  house 
is  now  being  built  and  will  likely  be  finished  by 
Nov.  1.  This  will  be  the  first  Dunker  meeting- 
house built  in  Tucker  County,  W.  Va.  May  the 
Lord  bless ^the  Brethren  in  all  their  undertakings 
for  good,  and  may  the  time  speedily  come  when 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  may  not  only  find  its  way  to 
Tucker  County,  but  when  the  true  Gospel  may  be 
preached  to  all  the  world!  May  the  Lord  help  us 
all  to  work  and  labor  that  the  Gospel  may  be 
preached  throughout  all  the  world,  and  that  those 
who  are  starving  for  the  Bread  of  Life  may  re- 
ceive it,  and  live!  Obed  Hamstead. 


The  Wisconsin  Mission. 


I  left  home  Aug.  20,  to  work  in  the  mission  field 
of  Wisconsin.  My  first  point  was  the  Irvin  Creek 
church.  Here  I  held  six  meetings;  then  I  went  to 
the  Barron  church  and  attended  their  council,  Aug. 
29.  Some  of  their  trouble  required  the  presence  of 
an  elder,  so  we  had  another  meeting  later  on,  when 
Bro.  D.  M.  Miller  could  be  with  us.  After  having 
adjusted  everything  satisfactorily,  we  had  a  feast 
Sept.  9  and  10.     We  baptized  two. 

Sept.  II  I  went  to  the  Maple  Grove  church,  leav- 
ing Bro.  Miller  another  week  at  Barron.  I  com- 
menced Sept.  12,  held  eight  meetings  and  had  a 
council  on  the  12th.  All  were  found  to  be  in 
peace.  Their  feast  was  on  the  19th.  We  baptized 
four  and  were  glad  to  note  the  good  interest  that 
prevailed.  Bro.  Miller  came  on  Sept.  19,  so  I  left 
next  day  for  Luddington,  leaving  Bro.  Miller  to 
stay  another  week,  to  continue  the  meetings.  Sev- 
en more  were  baptized,  which  makes  eleven  at 
Maple  Grove,  with  one  or  two  applicants  to  be  bap- 
tized in  the  near  future. 

From  Luddington  I  went  back  to  Irvin  Creek.  I 
held  some  meetings  at  Knapp  and  remained  over 
their  feast,  which  was  held  Sept.  26.  I  left  on  the 
28th,  with  two  applicants  to  be  baptized  next 
Sunday.  One  was  reclaimed,  making,  in  all,  thir- 
teen baptized,  one  reclaimed,  and  three  applicants. 

We  also  had  an  election  for  a  deacon  at  Barron. 
The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  John  Hoofine.    I  stayed  one 


week  at  the  Chippewa   church,  in 

Bro.  Miller.     They  had  a  good  feast.     An 

for  minister  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Bro    Kd 

Joyce.    We  left  for  home  Oct.  5,  where  we  arriv'n 

in  safety  and  found  all  well.  Jacob  Del 

Western  Colorado  as  a  Missionary  Field 

We  have  now  been  on  the  west  slope  of  th 
Rocky  Mountains,  in  Colorado,  one  year,  and 
much  pleased  with  the  genial  climate  of  this  se^ 
tion,  and  also  the  class  of  people  we  have  here 
We  believe  much  good  could  be  done  here  in  th 
Master's  cause,  had  we  the  means  to  push  th 
work.  Think  of  a  town  of  8,000  people  and  a  fine 
fruit  country  surrounding  it,  blessed  with  many  ad. 
vantages,  and  yet  very  few  people  have  ever  heard 
of  our  doctrine. 

We  have  distributed  a  large  number  of  tracts 
since  we  came  here,  and  they  are  having  their  ef- 
fect. Last  Sunday  a  young  man  was  baptized  who 
brought  to  know  the  Brethren  by  reading  a 


tract  handed  him.     Let  us  not  be 


liscouraged 


in  giving  out  our  literature  to  the  world.     It  is 
to  have  its  effect.     It  is  as   "  bread  cast  upon  the 
water." 

Since  we  located  here,  two  have  been  received  by 
baptism,  and  others  speak  very  favorably  of  the 
church.  Other  parts  of  this  grand  valley  ought  to 
be  worked  up.  Many  calls  must  go  unheeded,  ow- 
ing to  the  needy  circumstances  in  which  we  are 
placed.  We  pray  that  the  Lord  may  send  more 
workers  into  this  field.  May  the  purse-strings  of 
our  well-to-do  brethren  be  opened,  so  that  our  Mis- 
sionary Boards  can  supply  the  necessary  means  to 
push  the  work  in  these  isolated  parts! 

D.  M.  Click. 

From  New  Jersey. 

By  action  of  the  Sandbrook  and  Bethel  churches, 
of  New  Jersey,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  con- 
solidate, and  Eld.  H.  E.  Light  and  I  attended  a 
council  of  the  consolidated  church,  at  the  Sindjr' 
brook  house  on  Saturday,  Sept.  19,  which  was  well 
attended. 

The  church  is  to  be  known  as  the  Union  church, 
of  New  Jersey.  It  has  two  churchhouses,  the  one 
is  called  Sandbrook;  the  other,  Bethel.  A  love- 
feast  is  to  be  held  at  the  Bethel  house,  Nov.  14, 
1896. 

The  church  is  in  union,  love  and  harmony.  Bro. 
C.  W.  Moore  was  ordained  to  the  eldership;  and 
Bro.  W.  M.  Howe,  who,  for  the  last  year  preached, 
for  the  Amwell  church,  is  expected  to  stay  and 
help  Eld.  Moore  in  the  ministry.  This  will  give 
them  two  ministers  and  three  deacons,  and  sets 
them  in  a  good  working  condition.  If  they  con- 
tinue to  stand  together  and  work  unitedly,  we  be- 
lieve that  the  Union  church  of  New  Jersey  has  a 
bright  future  before  her.  S.  R.  Zuc. 

M aster sonville,  Pa. 


Death  of  Eld.  John  Myers. 

Eld.  John  Myers  departed  this  life  in  the  Back 
Creek  church,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  2,  1890,  ag*1 
fifty-seven  years  and  fifteen  days. 

He  had  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren church  for  many  years.  He  served  in  the  office 
of  deacon  for  about  twelve  years;  afterward  he  was 
elected  to  the  ministry,  and  served  the  church  for 
over  fifteen  years.  He  served  faithful  in  his  office, 
and  his  admonitions  were  good  and  to  the  p°'nt' 
We  very  sensibly  feel  our  loss,  but  we  hope  our  loss 
will  be  his  gain.  His  death  was  caused  from  hear 
trouble.  He  died  very  suddenly  on  Friday  even- 
ing, while  sitting  on  his  chair.  He  leaves  a  Wl ! 
and  seven  children— four  sons  and  three  dang ;  - 
ters.  Services  were  conducted  from  Matt.  24:  w 
by  the  home  brethren.  George  HeM- 


From  the  Pleasant  Plains  Church,  Okla.  T. 

We 

We  met  in  council  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  2-  be(| 
had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Though  few  in  nU.  £art. 
we  believe  the  Good  Spirit  pervaded  every  ^ 
We  decided  to  have,  hereafter,  two  councils  1 


October  24.  l8 


THE  GOSPEL  ivfESSElTGEH/. 


vis.  on  Saturday  before  the  first  Sunday  in 
March  and  September.  Bro.  Z.  Hendricks,  of  the 
Hovle  church,  was  with  us;  also  our  dear  elder, 
Br0.  G.  E.  Studebaker. 

A  meeting  was  appointed  for  the  next  Monday 
evening,  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  a  dear,  aged 
.  otner  who,  on  account  of  ill  health,  could  not  be 

esent  with  us  at  the  council. 

At  the  above  council  the  writer  was  advanced  to 
the  second  degree  of  the  ministry  and  duly  in- 
stalled by  Bro.  Hendricks.  At  the  Monday  evening 
meeting  we  decided  to  hold  a  love  feast  in  this  lo- 
cality some  time  in  the  forepart  of  November.  We 
expect  to  have  a  series  of  meetings,  by  our  elder, 
G  E.  Studebaker,  also  the  forepart  of  November. 

We  are  scattered  over  an  extensive  territory,  but 

we  let  our  light  shine  properly,  we  may  do  much 
ood  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God. 

I  believe  much  good  would  result  from  the  dis- 
tribution of  tracts  and  Gospel  Messengers. 

Wm.  P.  Bosserman. 

Kan  ma,  Okla.  T. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

''As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  sou!,  so  is  gcod  news  from  a  far  country." 

Mount  Zion  Church,  W.  Va.— Our  council-meet- 
ng  was  held  Sept.  26.  The  attendance  was  not 
large,  and  the  small  amount  of  business  before  the 
meeting  was  disposed  of  in  brotherly  love.  We 
appointed  delegates  to  represent  us  at  District 
Meeting.— W.  Phillips,  Sept. 30. 

Big  Creek  Church,  Okla.  T— We  met  in  council 
I  Sept.  16.  All  that  came  before  the  meeting  was 
disposed  of  in  a  Christ-like  manner.  Two  more 
have  been  made  to  feel  the  importance  of  taking 
Christ  at  his  word  and  have  united  with  the  church. 
— A   G.  Fillmore,  dishing,  Okla.,  Oct.  p. 

Glade.  Pa.— I  met  with  the  saints  in  the  Indian 
Creek  congregation,  Sept.  18,  and  remained  with 
them  till  the  27th.  I  held  forth  the  Word  each 
h\?J\$,  also  Sundays.  The  Lord  blessed  our  labor 
Iwith  the  immediate  result  of  one  dear  soul  being 
added  to  the  fold  by  baptism.  At  the  council  we 
elected  two  deacons  and  restored  one  minister. — 
H.  A.  Stahl. 

Belleville  Church,  Kans. — Our  love  feast,  as  pre- 
viously announced,  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
=r  of  ministering  brethren  from  other 
places  were  with  us;  also  many  other  members 
from  adjoining  congregations.  Between  eighty 
ninety  communed.  Bro.  Lemuel  Hillery,  of 
iana,  officiated.  We  had  children's  meeting  on 
Sunday  morning,  after  which  Bro.  M.  M.  Eshel- 
man  delivered  an  able  sermon  to  an  attentive  audi- 
I  ence.  Bro.  Eshelman  closed  his  Bible  work  at  this 
place  last  evening,  Oct.  14,  and  left  for  other  fields 
of  labor  this  morning. — Louisa  J.  Williams,  Sept.  13. 

Grundy  County  Church,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast, 
vhich  was  appointed  for  Oct.  10,  is  now  in  the 
past.  We  were  much  encouraged  by  seeing  the 
number  in  attendance  from  our  sister  churches,  but, 
owing  to  the  very  inclement  weather  in  the  after- 
noon, our  home  attendance  was  not  as  large  as  usu- 
No  providential  hindrance,  we  expect  to  be- 
1  series  of  meetings  at  this  place  in  the  early 
Part  of  December,  which  will  be  followed  by  a  Bi- 
h'e  school,  conducted  by  Bro.  L.  H.  Eby,  of  North 
Manchester,  Ind.  A  hearty  invitation  is  extended 
t0  all  who  desire  to  be  with  us  at  that  time—  Alda 
E.  Albright,  Eldora,  Iowa,  Oct.  13. 
Pine  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Preparatory  to  going 
n  a  trip  through  the  West  and  South  for  his 
iealth,  Bro.  Lemuel  Hillery  preached  his  farewell 
"rmon  last  Sunday,  Oct.  4.  In  the  evening  many 
°l  the  members,  about  forty-two,  called  on  him  and 
hls  wife,  at  their  home.  The  evening  was  spent  in 
,S.'"png-  In  his  remarks  Bro.  Hillery  said  that  our 
neeting  would  be  like  an  oasis  in  the  desert, — 
a  br'ght  spot  in  his  memory.  Before  separating 
all  knelt  with  him  in  prayer.  We  were  loath  to 
r'th  Bro.  Hillery  and  wife,  as  they  have  made 
^  any  Wends  while  with  us,  and  wish  them  a  safe 
eturn— Etta  Harbaugh,  Teegarden,  Ind.,  Oct.  7. 
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Lancaster  City,  Pa.— The  city  church  here  was 
greatly  encouraged  on  account  of  calls  made  by 
Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman,  Sept.  27;  S.  F.  Sanger,  Sept. 
30.  and  Enoch  Eby,  Oct.  r,  remaining  until  the  5th. 
The  church,  in  quarterly  council,  last  evening,  re- 
ceived two  by  letter;  also  decided  to  apply  for  a 
charier.  We  elected  Bro.  John  W.  Myers  to  the 
ministry,  and  Bro.  Amos  P.  Dubble  to  the  office  of 
deacon.  The  love  feast  was  appointed  for  Nov.  15. 
— T.  F.  Tmler,  Oct.  S. 

Brooklyn  Church,  Iowa.— Eld.  H.  R.  Taylor, 
of  Deep  River,  Iowa,  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  in  this  congregation  Sept.  27.  He  was 
with  us  at  nineteen  meetings.  He  gave  us  some 
excellent  sermons  on  the  plan  of  salvation,  Bible 
readings  on  doctrinal  points,  and  illustrated  chart 
lectures  on  Bible  history,  which  is  interesting  and 
instructive  to  both  old  and  young,  on  account  of 
practical  illustrations,  drawn  from  them.  He  also 
gave  us  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  missionary 
work.  As  the  immediate  result  of  the  meetings, 
five  precious  souls  were  received  by  baptism.  Oth- 
ers are  seriously  impressed.—/.  S.  Snyder,  Oct.  13. 

Notice.— All  those  coming  by  rail  to  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting,  to  be  held  at  the  Osage  church, 
Crawford  Co.  Kansas,  Oct.  30,  will  be  met  by  the 
Brethren  on  Thursday,  the  day  before.  Those  com- 
ing from  the  North  over  the  Santa  Fe  R.  R.,  will 
be  met  at  Brazilton,  Kans.  Those  coming  over 
the  K.  C.  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R.  R.,  will  be  met  at  Mon- 
mouth, Kans.  Do  not  come  later  than  Thursday, 
as  all  want  the  benefit  of  the  meeting.  Should  any 
desire  to  come  sooner,  to  assist  in  our  week's  meet- 
ing, previous  to  the  Ministerial  Meeting,  they  will 
be  met  at  the  above-named  stations  by  notifying 
Bro.  A.  L.  Boyd,  Brazilton,  Kans.,  or  Bro.  J.  B. 
Wolfe,  Monmouth,  Kans.— Salem  Beery,  McCune, 
Kans.,  Oct.  10. 

Glendale,  Ariz.— The  members  of  the  Glendale 
church,  Maricopa  Co.,  Ariz.,  met  in  quarterly  coun- 
cil Oct.  3.  The  business  was  disposed  of  in  a 
Christian  like  manner.  We  reorganized  our  Sun- 
day school.  Considering  the  small  number  of 
Brethren  families  living  here,  we  feel  the  work  has 
prospered  beyond  our  expectation.  We  also  or- 
ganized a  social  meeting  to  meet  each  Friday  even- 
ing, and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  arrange  a 
series  of  lessons  on  the  life  of  Christ.  We  decided 
to  have  our  love  feast  on  Christmas  eve.  We  in- 
tend to  have  a  short  series  of  meetings  prior  to  our 
feast.  We  trust  that  brethren  and  sisters  from  the 
East  may  cheer  us  with  their  presence. —  Walter 
Swihart,  Oct.  p. 

Hurricane  Creek  Church,  111.— Sept.  28  we  met 
with  the  Brethren  of  the  Hurricane  Creek  church, 
Bond  Co.,  111.  We  began  meetings  on  the  night  of 
the  29th,  and  continued  until  Oct.  II,  preaching,  in 
all,  fourteen  sermons,  including  the  Communion 
services  on  the  night  of  Oct.  10.  We  had  fair  con- 
gregations and  some  interest,  but  no  accessions. 
The  Brethren  seemed  to  appreciate  our  visit  and 
to  enjoy  the  meetings.  At  this  place,  as  well  as 
some  others,  some  of  the  members  did  not  turn  out 
as  well  as  the  needs  of  such  meetings  require. 
They  stand  in  need  of  ministerial  help  at  this 
place,  and  would  gladly  welcome  any  active  minis- 
tering brother  who  might  locate  among  them. — B. 
E.  Kesler,  Litchfield,  III. 

Fairview,  Mo. — Oct.  10  the  members  of  this 
church  met  in  council.  One  was  received  by  letter 
and  a  sister,  that  had  wandered  away,  came  back  to 
the  fold.  An  election  was  held  for  two  deacons. 
The  lot  fell  on  brethren  T.  Vaughn  and  Elbert 
Hylton.  At  4  P.  M.  we  met  for  love  feast  services. 
On  account  of  sickness  and  the  day  being  rainy,  a 
number  of  the  members  could  not  be  present. 
Visiting  brethren  were  J.  T.  Mason  and  J.  J.  Trox- 
el.  Bro.  Troxel  officiated.  Sunday,  at  9  A.  M.,  we 
reorganized  Sunday  school  with  Bro.  Jacob  Tyson 
as  Superintendent.  After  song  service  we  had 
preaching  at  II.  The  brethren  fed  all  that  were 
hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousness  with 
the  Word  of  God,  from  Ps.  15.  Thus  closed  a  good 
meeting  that  will  long  be  remembered. — Nannie 
Harman,  Falling  Springs,  Mo, 


Madison  County  Church,  Va.— The  writer  held  a 
meeting  in  this  church,  commencing  Sept.  24  and 
losing  Oct.  4.  Communion  services  were  held 
Oct.  3.  One  sister  was  added  to  the  kingdom. 
Her  husband  strongly  opposed  her  coming,  but  her 
faith  was  sufficient  to  enable  her  to  overcome  all 
opposition.  Many  others  seemed  seriously  im- 
pressed. One  sister,  who  was  taken  sick  near  the 
close  of  the  meetings,  was  anointed. — Andrew 
Chambers,  Midland,  Va. 

Middle  Creek  Church,  Pa.— Sept.  21  Bro.  Hiram 
Forney,  of  Milford,  Ind.,  came  to  us  and  began  a 
series  of  meetings  at  the  Pleasant  Hill  meeting- 
house. At  the  beginning  of  the  meetings  the  rain 
somewhat  interfered,  but  the  meetings  increased  in 
interest.  Three  precious  souls  accepted  the  Word 
and  laid  hold  of  the  living  faith.  Bro.  Forney 
made  many  friends  while  he  was  with  us.  His 
earnest  life  among  us,  and  his  zeal  for  the  Truth, 
made  him  welcome  with  all.  We  hope  he  will 
come  again. — Charles  Beagle,  Somerset,  Pa. 

Southern  Indiana  Mission.— Bro.  Henry  L. 
Faddy,  of  Honey  Creek,  Ind.,  came  to  the  New 
Hope  church,  Sept.  29,  to  hold  a  scries  of  meetings, 
which  he  continued  until  Oct.  13.  During  these 
meetings  our  love  feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  9.  Thirty  eight  members  communed.  It  was 
a  feast  to  the  soul.  Our  elder,  D.  F.  Hoover,  who 
has  charge  of  this  mission  work,  was  with  us  at  the 
Communion.  Seven  were  baptized,  one  reclaimed, 
and  many  good  impressions  made  on  others.  The 
members  have  been  much  built  up  spiritually. — 
fames  Spaul,  Seymour,  Ind. 

Jacob's  Creek,  Pa.— Eld.  Dan.  H.  Walker  met 
with  us  at  the  Mt.  Joy  churchhouse,  on  the  evening 
of  Oct.  3,  and  commenced  a  series  of  meetings, 
which  closed  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  II.  Six  souls, 
early  in  life,  were  made  willing  to  take  up  the  cross 
and  were  baptized.  May  the  Lord  give  them 
strength  to  fulfill  the  covenant  which  they  have 
made!  One  was  reclaimed.  Our  Communion, 
Oct.  10,  was  a  soul-reviving  feast.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  eleventh,  we  were  awakened  by  a  mis- 
sionary sermon  by  Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa.  A  collection  was  taken  up  and 
amounted  to  $22.40.  During  the  summer  three 
young  men  united  with  us  by  baptism.  On  the 
whole  we  have  reason  to  rejoice  and  take  courage. 
— J.  K.  Eichcr,  Kccksburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  12. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa. — I  hereby  acknowledge  the 
following:  Received,  July  4,  of  Bro.  G.  E.  Gough- 
nour,  Superintendent  of  the  Indian  Creek  church 
Sunday  school,  near  Maxwell,  Iowa,  $5.00;  also  by 
the  same  brother,  Oct.  13,  $6.00,  donated  from  his 
school,  as  a  mission  fund,  to  help  our  mission  Sun- 
day school  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Our  mission 
Sunday  school  is  chiefly  made  up  of  poor  children, 
outside  of  the  church,  as  there  is  only  a  handful  of 
members  in  the  city.  Our  school  will  average 
nearly  one  hundred  in  attendance,  so  we  need  all 
the  help  we  can  get  for  the  work.  Other  Sunday 
schools  may  feel  led  to  donate  to  our  work  here. 
The  Des  Moines  Mission  Sunday  schools  tender 
their  heartfelt  thanks  to  our  brother  and  his  school 
for  their  timely  gifts. — D.  E.  Weigle,  Superintendent, 
1160  West  First  Street,  Oct.  13. 

Old  Fields,  W.  Va.— The  members  of  the  Pine 
church  congregation  met  in  quarterly  council  Oct. 
3.  Brethren  James  W.  Fleming  and  the  writer 
were  chosen  as  delegates  to  District  Meeting;  with 
brethren  H.  N.  Kelley  and  John  M.  Leatherman  as 
alternates.  One  query  was  sent  to  District  Meet- 
ing. One  brother  who  had  wandered  away  from 
the  fold  saw  his  lost  condition  and  returned  to  the 
church.  One  letter  of  membership  was  granted. 
Preparation  was  made  for  the  Communion,  which 
will  be  held  Oct.  24.  We  expect  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  at  that  time,  which  will  commence  Oct. 
19,  and  continue  up  to  the  time  of  the  love  feast. 
Bro.  Geo.  S.  Arnold,  of  Burlington,  W.  Va.,  was 
with  us  at  our  council  and  also  preached  for  us  at 
Pine  church,  on  Sunday,  at  11  A.  M„  and  at  3  P. 
M.,  at  No.  6  schoolhouse.— Arthur  W.  Arnold,  Oct. 
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Lwnotte  Church,  111. — <^,ur  quarter- 
ly cou»cil  occurred  Oct.  3.  All  busi- 
ness was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  Breth- 
ren C.  W.  Metz  and  Morton  Seymour 
were  elected  delegates  to  District  Meet- 
ing. Bro.  S.  Bucklew  will  begin  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  in  our  congregation 
Oct.  18.—  Gertie  Stover,  Oct.  10. 

Ozawkie  Church,  Kans.— The  mem- 
bers of  the  Ozawkie  church  met  in 
monthly  council  Oct.  10.  One  dear 
sister,  who  had  wandered  away  from 
the  fold,  was  restored  to  fellowship 
After  services  we  repaired  to  the 
water,  where  baptism  was  adminis- 
tered to  one.  These  two  were  sister; 
in  the  flesh.—//.  L.  Brammel,  Oct.  10. 

Lansing,  Kans.— As  previously  an 
nounced,  I  commenced  work  in  th( 
State  Prison  at  Lansing,  Kans.,  Oct.  10 
The  next  day  two  more  convicts  made 
the  good  profession  and  were  baptized 
Upon  announcing  at  chapel  service  that 
I  would  sit  from  2  to  5  P.  M.  for  Bible 
inquiry,  the  result  was  two  applicants 
for  baptism  and  six  for  tracts  and  othei 
information.  They  propose  to  read  anc 
think  and  pray  till  I  come  again 
Brethren,  pray  for  our  prison  work!— 
C.  C.  Root,  Oct.  12. 

Lower  Stillwater,  Ohio. — One  was 
baptized  and  one  reclaimed  at  oul 
meeting  to-day.     Tuesday,  Oct.  6,  oui 
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are  invited  to  be  with  us.— L.  A.  Book- 
waiter,  Trotwood,  Ohio,  Oct.  11. 

Manvel,  Texas—  The  Manvel  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  Sept.  26,  Eld. 
J.  M.  Elliott  presiding.  All  the  busi- 
ness was  transacted  in  love  and  harmo- 
ny. The  love  feast  was  appointed  for 
Nov.  14  We  would  be  glad  to  wel- 
come any  traveling  ministers  or  others 
who  could  make  it  suit  to  drop  in  here 
about  that  time.  We  have  been  hav- 
ing a  class  in  Prof.  Arnold's  "  Normal 
Studies  on  the  Life  and  Ministry  of 
Christ."  We  found  it  both  pleasant 
and  profitable.—/.  H.  Peck,  Oct.  7. 

South  English,  Iowa.— Bro.  G.  S. 
Rairigh  has.been  with  us,  and  preached 
thirty  sermons  for  us.  Our  dear  broth- 
er boldly  held  forth  the  Word,  giv 
no  uncertain  sound.  The  meeti 
closed  last  night.  Five  precious  si 
were  added  to  the  fold.  The  chi 
met  in  special  council  Oct.  10,  to 
range  for  love  feast  and  District  Meet- 
ing- Quite  an  amount  of  business  was 
disposed  of  in  the  spirit  of  love.  Good 
admonitions  were  given  by  Bro.  Rai- 
righ and  the  home  ministry.  The 
church  decided  to  represent  at  District 
Meeting,  and  brethren  Joseph  Snite- 
man  and  J.  W.  Borden  were  chosen 
delegates. — 5.  F.  Broker,  Oct,  12. 

Somerset  Church,  Ind.  —  Our  love 
feast  occurred  Sept.  19.  Ministers 
present  were  brethren  S.  S.  Ulrey,  M. 
L.  Hahn,  David  Hollinger,  Jacob  Ra- 
rick,   Levi  Winklebleck,   Noah  Crura- 

rine, Mishler,  Ellis  Brubaker,  Geo, 

Sonafrank  and  Wm.  Miller.  Bro.  Hahn 
officiated.  The  meetings  were  con- 
tinued by  Bro.  Hahn  until  Sept.  2; 
when  they  closed  on  account  of  the  in- 
clemency of  the  wtather.     While  there 
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son,  A.  M.,  LL.  D.,  Pro- 
ature  in  Cornell  Univer- 
:  that  the  work  is  "just 
anting  for  the  last  twe 
years."  Professor  Geo.  M.  Marshall,  Ph.  B.: 
of  the  University  of  Utah,  is  sure  that  "almost 
all  teachers  of  literature  have  felt  the  need  ol 
such  a  work."  The  announcement  that  the 
second  volume  is  published  is  a  most  welcome 
one.  A  third  volume,  to  be  issued  in  the  neai 
future,  will  complete  the  set. 

The  present  volume  contains  all  the  trage 
dies,  with  the  addition  of  one  romantic  play. 
"The  Tempest."  The  third  and  last  volume 
will  contain  all  the  comedies.  Professor  Bell 
the  editor  of  the  work,  is  the  author  of  various 
successful  books  for  students  of  elocution,  is  £ 
man  of  long  experience  and  work  in  London 
England,  and  has  no  doubt  crowned  his  efforts 
in  the  present  instance.  The  book  is  printed 
in  large  and  beautiful  type,  on  excellent  p; 
and  is  artistically  bound  in  buckram  with 
ers  stamped  in  pleasing  design. 
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Frank  Leslie's  Popular  Monthly  for  Septem 
ber  reaches  our  desk  rather  late,  but  that  de 
tracts  nothing  from  its  general  interest.  Thi 
rations  are  fine  and  the  matter  up  to  th( 
best  of  publications.  The  eighth  paper  0 
:ral  Robert  E.  Lee  will  be  read  with  mon 
than  ordinary  interest.  It  shows  what  a  terri 
ble  thing  war  is.     No  one  can  read  it  without ; 
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BEAHM— SHOCKLEY.— At  the  residence 
of  the  bride's  parents,  near  Ballard,  Va.,  Sept 
16,  1896.  by  Mr.  James  Shockley,  Bro.  J.  C 
Beahm,  of  Bedford  County,  Va.,  and  Miss  Em 
ma  Shockley,  of  Patrick  County,  Va. 

Lucy  R.  Beahm. 

MAY  —  FORNEY.  —  At  the  home  of  th< 
bride's  parents,  near  Kearney,  Nebr.,  Oct.  7, 
1S96,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Charlie  E.  M. 
and  sister  Martha  E.  Forney. 

N.  B.  Nelson. 
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LONG.-In  the  Wolf  Creek  congre 
Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1896,  Bro.  El 
mer  Long,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Long,  aged 
30  years,  11  months  and  26  days.    Deceased 
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WOODS— In  Flora,  Bachelor  Run  congre- 

tion,  Carroll  Co.,  Ind ,  Sept.  26,   1896,  sister 

Sarah  (Miller)  Woods, aged  7 1  years,  10  months 

and  25  days.    She  was  married  to  Bro.  Jos.ah 

Woods  in  1844,  and  in  the  same  year  she  with 

her  husband  united  with  the  Brethren  church, 

n  which  faith  she  lived  and  died.    Hers  was  a 

life  of  love,  care  and  concern  for  others.    Ser- 

ces  by  the  Brethren  from  the  %vords,  "At 

-ening  time  it  shall  be  light."    Zech.  14:  7- 

D.M.  Garver. 

BEAVERLY.  —  At  Jeflersonville,    Fayette 

Co  ,  Ohio,  Oct.  6,  1806,  Sidney  A.  N.  Beaverly, 

of  Andrew  and  Rebecca  Beaverly,  aged  4 

rs  and  28  days.    Services  by  the  Brethren, 

and  held  in  the  M.  E.  church. 

D.  M.  Gabver. 

COOPER— In  the  Lower  Twin  congrega- 
tion, Montgomery  and  Preble  Counties,  Ohio, 
2,  1806,  Emma  May  Cooper,  daughter  of 
Bro.  Henry  and  sister  Elizabeth  Cooper,  aged 
I  year,  8  months  and  II  days.  Services  by  the 
Brethren  in  the  Tom's  Run  church,  from  Psa. 
30:  5.  D.  M.  Garver. 

BASTIN.— In  the  Spring  River  church,  Jas- 
:r  Co.,  Mo.,  Sept,  21,   1896,  sister  Martha  E. 
Bastin,  aged  54  years,  8  months  and  10  days. 
She  leaves  a  husband  and  three  children.     Sis- 
r  Bastin  has  been  a  great  sufferer.    She  has 
joyed   but   few  well  days  for  fifteen  years. 
She  has  been  a  member  of  the  church  many 
i.     She  was  anointed  a  few  years  ago,  and 
:ontinued  in  the  faith  until  the  messenger 
of  death  came  and  called  her  peacefully  away, 
uneral  services  from  John  11:  28  by  the  writ- 
i  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  K.  Shively.    Interment 
the  Brethren's  graveyard. 

Christian  Holdeman. 
DUTROW— In  the  Spring  River  church, 
Jasper  Co.,  Mo.,  July  4,  1896,  Henry  Clarence 
ow,  aged  24  years.     Services  by  the  under- 
signed from  Heb.  13:  14. 

Christian  Holdeman. 

DUNLAP— In  Jasper  County,  Mo.,  Sept.  2, 

96,  Roy  Joseph  Dunlap,  aged  10  months  and 

29  days.     It  was  a  hard  stroke  on  the  parents 

e  up  their  only  child.    Funeral  services 

n  the  Methodist  church  at  Avilla,  by  the  writ- 

r,  from  Matt.  19:  13-15. 

Christian  Holdeman. 
IKENBERRY.— At  Sedalia,  Mo.,  Aug.  20, 
896,  Mollie  S.  Ikenberry,  aged  39  years,  4 
nonths  and  20  days.  Deceased  was  the  daugh- 
er  of  John  and  Susan  Hirt,  late  of  Roanoke 
bounty,  Va.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Brethren  church  from  youth  until  her 
1.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  six  children. 
Funeral  services  by  a  Baptist  minister. 

C.  T.  Heckman. 

BRASS. — At  the  home  of  his  parents,  near 

irlisle,  Lonoke  Co.,  Ark.,  Oct.  4,  1896,  Charles 

E.  Brass,  aged  25  years,  5  months  and  2  days. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  left  his  home  last 

June,  and  went  to  the  Indian  Territory  to  work 

on  the  railroad.    About  three  weeks  before  his 

death  be  came  home, — it  seemed  to  die.    That 

eaded   disease,  typhoid   fever,  laid  hold  on 

m.     Funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the 


October  24, 

ELLER— Within  the  bounds  of  tlT 
McPherson  church,  Kans.,  Sept.  24  .juAf851 
Eller,  little  daughter  of  Bro.  D.  M.  and'  ■ 
Sarah  Eller.aged  1  year,  7  months  and,, l'"" 
funeral  services  by  Bro.  Marshall  Kellet    R 
]•  P-  Puter„a„oh 

LEHMAN.— Near  Chambersburg,  pa  c 


"proved  hv 


iel  Lester  Lehr 
ro.  Peter  and  sister  Annii 
lonths  and  29  days.    Occasion 
le  writer  and  Eld.  Wm.  C.  Koom 
):  14.     Interment  at  Falling  Spring. 

W.  A.  Anthony, 

KURTZ.  -  Near  Wooster,  Ohio,  Sept.  ,j 

J96,  of  heart  trouble  and  palsy,  Bro.  Ada 

Kurtz,  aged  64  years.  7  months  and  11  days 

n    the  Wooster    cemetery.     Funeral 

by  Eld.  C.  Hoover,  Calvin  Weiand  and 

Eli  Holmes.  Maria  Runkle, 

HOLMES.  —  In  the  Wooster  church,  near 
Smithville,  Ohio,  Sept.  13,  1896,  Mary  S„  daugh- 
of  Bro.  Eli  and  sister  Susan  Holmes,  aged 
years,  5  months  and  21  days.  Deceased  suf- 
fered of  an  abscess  in  the  bowels,  and  was  sick 
only  four  days.  Thus  in  seven  weeks  these 
parents  followed  three  daughters  and  one 
the  grave.  Burial  at  the  Beech 
yard.  Services  by  Bro.  A.  I.  Hee- 
stand  and  D.  M.  Irwin.  Maria  Runkle. 

SCHANTZ.  —  In  the  Wooster  church,  neat 
mithville,  Ohio,  Aug.  16,  1S96,  Bro.  Jerome 
Schantz,  aged  30  years.  Owing  to  hip-joint 
isease  he  was  not  able  to  walk  for  nearly 
ighteen  months.  He  leaves  a  wife.  He  was 
buried  at  the  old  Amish  graveyard,  east  of 
Smithville.  Funeral  sermon  by  Bro.  A,  I.  Hee- 
itand,  and  E.  F.  English,  of  the  M.  E.  church. 


Gilbt 


by  the   writer,  : 

rt  from  the  words, 

O,  grave,  when 


isisted  by  Bro.  Frank 
'O,  death,  where  is  thy 
is  thy  victory?  "  His 
t  in  the  Carlisle  ceme- 
E.  DEL!'. 


He 


ited 


Ida   M 
with  the 

i.  As  his  body 
nption,  he  grew 
s  call  the  breth- 


SHOEMAKER— In  Ottawa,  Kans.,  Oct.  21, 
1896,  Bro.  Isaac  Shoemaker,  aged  about  71 
years.  Bro.  Shoemaker  met  with  an  accident. 
He  was  hauling  a  heavy  load  of  brick,  and, 
somehow,  fell  from  his  seat  under  the  horses' 
heels.  His  body  was  terribly  crushed.  He 
lived  about  twenty-two  hours,  suffering  greatly. 
Bro.  Shoemaker  was  born  in  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty, Pa.  He  lived  for  some  years  in  Indiana, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
Brethren  church.  The  Ottawa  church  mourns 
the  loss  of  a  good  brother  and  a  faithful  dea- 
con. Funeral  services  by  brethren  J.  N.  Mor- 
row and  Jesse  Studebaki 
Appanoose  cemetery. 


Mai 


iRu 


ek  congrega-  . 
6,  Bro.  t*«iV, 
and    ,3   iA 


BOWSER.— In  Smithville,  in  the  bounds  of 

the  Chippewa  church,  Ohio,  Sept.  29,  1806,  Bro. 

Daniel  Bowser,  aged  63  years,  6  months  and  16 

days.     He  died  without  a  moment's  warning. 

He  leaves  a  widow  and  eight  children.    He 

as  buried  at  the  Paradise  Union  church.   Fu- 

:ral  services  conducted  by  brethren  C.  Hoov- 

,  D.  Garver,  S.  Longanecker  and  D.  Hoch- 

:tler.  Maria  Runkle. 

BERKEY.— In  the  Shade  Creek  congrega- 

m,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  3, 1 
Berkey,  aged  67  years,  3  month 
On  the  night  of  June  2  two  unknown  men  rrofte 
Bro.  Berkey's  home  and  demanded  his 
money.  Not  being  satisfied  with  what  they 
:,  they  tied  him  ard  tried  to  torture  him  into 
telling  where  he  kept  more  money,  by  burning 
his  feet  horribly  with  a  lamp.  He  was  connntd 
to  his  bed  ever  since  and  has  suffered  greatly 
until  Saturday,  Oct.  3,  when  he  was  relieved  by 
death.  On  the  night  of  the  robbery  his  daugh- 
ter, Lucy,  fell  from  a  second-story  porch  in  try- 
ing to  escape  to  a  neighbor's.  Her  leg  was 
broken  and  she  died  of  her  injuries  in  a  few 
days.  Bro.  Berkey  is  survived  by  his  aged 
wife  and  nine  children.  Funeral  services  by  j 
Eld.  Hiram  Musselman,  assisted  by  Bro.  J.  F. 
Deitz.    Interment  in  the  Berkey  church  grave- 


HARRIS. 
Bond  Co.,  111. 
fant  son  of  Brt 


Gars 

Brethren  church  June  17, 

gave  way  to  the  disease,  cc 

stronger  in  the  spirit,  and  1 

ren    conducted    Communion    services    at    hi 

home  for  his  benefit.     He  desired  to  be  anoin 

ed.    The  brethren  again  responded  to  the  cal 

after  which  he  would  frequently  speak  of  hi 

cxpetience  in  the  divine  life,  desiring  to  g 

home  to  God.     Services  by  the  Brethren  froi 

Job  19:  25.  D.  M.  Garver. 


Hoi 


Mich.,  Sept.  8,  1 
),  daughte 
Holmes,  aged 


nonths  and  18  days.  Deceased  was 
1  Frank  Mashier  Nov.  29,  1894  To 
e  born  two  children.  The  infant 
only  sixteen  days  old.     She  had  it  in 


sight  1 


She 


buried  at  Beechy  Grove  graveyard.  Funeral 
sermon  by  brethren  A.  I.  Heestand  and  D.  M. 
Brubaker.  Maria  Runkle. 


L.  J.  Lehman. 

Mulberry  Grove  churcb,, 
1896,  Wayne  Harold,  in- 
and  sister  Minnie  Harris, 
aged  1  month  and  25  days.  Funeral  services 
at  the  house  of  the  bereaved  parents  by  the 
writer,  from  Amos  4:  12.  B.  E.  KesleR. 

BROWER.— In  the  English  River  church, 
Iowa,  Oct.  7,  1896,  of  congestion  of  the  brain, 
sister  Lizzie  C.wife  of  Bro.  C.  M.  Brewer,  aged 
49  years,  I  month  and  19  days.  They  had 
journeyed  together  nearly  twenty-nine  year. 
Twenty-four  years  of  that  time  she  stood  by 
her  husband  as  a  helper  in  the  ministry,  hh 
leaves  eight  cnildren,  five  of  them  in  »« 
church.  She  fell  at  the  post  of  duty,  being  a' 
the  services  only  a  few  days  before  her"  '■ 
parture.  Services  from  John  16:  22  by  eld«' 
George  S.  Rairigh  and  John  Gable. 

S.  F.  Brower. 

MCPHERSON— In  the  Indian  Creek  con 
gregation,  Maxwell,  Iowa,  Sep..  22,  .8*  M* 
thew  S.  McPherson,  aged  70  years,  3  "'  ■ 
and  9  days.  Deceased  was  born  in  Lees  . 
Tenn.,June  .3,  .826.  About  forty ■  y=«*  « 
he  united  with  the  Brethren  church.  • 
services  by  the  writer.  G.  W.  Gib so^ 

BEARD— In  the  Arcadia  church,  Hami 
Co..  Ind.,  Sept.  29,  1S96.  Esta  May,  Caught 
Bro.  Lincoln  and  sister  Ellen  Beard,  a£ 
year,  4  months  and  8  days      Funeral^ 

at  the  Arcadia  church  by  Eld,  ^lia!*    u    . 
ZERUAH  C.  Wi 


October  ?4. 


THE  GOS3PSL  MESSElTGKEiK.. 


,  A  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

not  25,  Upper  Dub 
o|!t'35,  at  4  P.M., 
0ct.*J5  at  3  P.  M.. 
Out.  Si,  at  Horner 
Oct  ''5  Altoonn  cfe 
n„,'os  ftt  2  P.  M., 
OCt(r"om  London, 

Ilk  Lick,  Pa. 

uTCh,  Blair  Co., 
Dounel'a  Creek 

wn,  Pa. 
church,  i  miles 

,  Newton  church,  Kans. 
Oct'  Si!  at  3  P.  M.,  Osage  church,  Kans. 
Oct  SI  and  Nov.  1,  at  10  A.  M.,  Pine  Creek,  111. 
Oct!  31,  at  10  A.  M.,  Logan  church,  Ohio. 
Got  31.'  Wooduerry,  Md. 
Oct   31  nr  H)  A.  M.,  Logan  church,  Ohio. 
not' 31   Johnsontowu  church,  Berkeley  congrega 

lion.  W.  Va. 
Nnv  2  Cottonwood  church. 
'"„;,'„,  w,-i  of  lHmmu.lv 


QET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


Bro.  AIcCn.ii n  has  had  the  kindness  to 
his  excellent  book  to  the  Home  Mission 
he  Brethren  in  Baltimore,  Md.    Tbeobjei 


OV.  5,  Bel 
doga, Ind. 


.  VA  mileB 
0  P.  M.,  Philadelphia,  Dauphin  & 

westof  Shldeler,  Ind 


t  of  La- 


Nov  7  at  10  A    M    Rome  church,  Oi 

kgrove  house, 

Hancock  Co.,  Ohio. 

Oct.  8,  South  Beatrice  church,  Kans 

Nov  12  at  10  A.  M.,  Locust  Grove  c 

ick  Co  ,  Md. 

Nov.  14,  at  2  P.  M.,  English  Pnurle 

Nov.  U  Waynesville,  Mo. 

Nov  14  at  4  P.  M.,  Sahimoule  churc 

i,  Huntington 

Nov    U   at  2  P.  M  ,  Neosho  churoh,  Neosho  Co. 

Nov  14,  at  8  P.  M.,  Manvel,  Texas. 

Nov.  18,  Rogue  River  Valley  church 

Oregon. 

Nov.  21,  at  3  P.M.,  Manassas,  Va. 

•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 

Rates  pet  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

One  month  (4  times) 

Three  months  (13  times) 

Six  months  {26  times) 

|3?-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  a 


A  California  Pointer... 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra- 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


Per  a 


The  following  is  the  lis 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


NOT  MANY  SCHOOLS 

Can  offer  to  pay  their  students'  car  fui. 
We  pay  our  students'  fare  from  St.  Louis, 
though  situated  600  miles  away.  The  Mobile 
&  Ohio  R.  R.  gives  our  students  half-fare 
rates  and  we  pay  the  remainder.  For  particu- 
lars, address, 

SCHOOL  COMPANY, 
J4tf  Fruitfale,  Ala. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth 
)r  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onlj 
recognized    church    organ,     Price,  $1.50    per 


Dubbe.'s  Carbolic  Ointment. 


ntains  valuable 


1 ,r,,7.: 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum *    So 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
ew  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
o  rrivon  timft  nf  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam-  James   T.    Quilllan, 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev-  .  .  mi 

cry  way.    Price,  per  copy,   10  cents;  special    Shippg  and    COmiMSSIOII    Merchant 
305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
ighout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  folly  adapt  it  to  their 

Ingle  subscription,  one  year 35  cents 


< 


Do  Your  Corns  Hurt? 


or  blistering  or  hurting,  hy  usii 
UBLE  QUICK  CORN  CURE  at 
'.ions.    It  is  the  champion  ot  a 


:ents  In  stamps. 


y  locality.    Order  a 


Cut   iUr.tu 


1  the  t 


7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
omprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  edu 


of  the  New  Testa 


a  energetic  agents. 


•  3Mc 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished, The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


ed. 

Its  style  of  language  is  cspeciall 
ed  to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  fou-id 
age  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (■ 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Vers 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 

$6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 
(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  othei 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (*)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
chirdren,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

ir.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  0)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,       -        -        -        £4  oc 
Bound  in  half  leather, 
Bound  i 


crlptto 


copies  and  over *H  c 


Sunday   School   Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver 
tised  here. 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  doien.  .  .$    * 

Mlnnte  Boobs,  each * 

Class  Boots,  per  dozen 7< 

Leaf  Cluster,  plotorlal  chart  of  each  lesion, 
per  quarter *  ° 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 
vinced. 


-      4  5° 

-        -  5  ' 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 

sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States 

Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  foi 

the  work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morris,  111 


ia,  Rides,  Dried  I 


H.Min'ulrtl- 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
lat  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
i  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "  Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
1892  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  -who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


|ff~We  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
passed facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book 
author  and  publisher. 


...HOLM  AIM'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

*F0R  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


No. 


I  Four  Designs,  ' 

3  Frosted,  extra  t 


Is  and  Landscape,  size8x6J4 15  cents. 

Is  and  Landscape,  alze8x6%.  .  .  .16  cents, 
wers  aud  Landscape,  size  3}^x6Hi  ■  1!  cents, 
Is  and  Landscape,  size  3^x5^,.  .  .  12oenta 
e  Bcenery,  size  3J^x5!4P 10  cents 


000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards,  60  I 
826^4  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3^, . 


Borlptnre  ' 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.     Alwayi  write 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  1 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so 
there  may  be  no  mistake, 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Mount  Morrii,  111 


BOURGEOIS  Type, Size,  5^*7  inches. 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 
CHAPTER  1. 


THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'eus  Christ,  6the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  ctbe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'brfL-h&m  begat  I'saac;  and 
"I'saac  begat  Ja'cc/b;  and  ^Ja'cob 
begat  Jii'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "Ju'das  begat  Pha'res  and 
Zi'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ''Pha'ree 


Thi 


appear- 


that 


lie  book,  ltisboui 
in  Persian  Levant,  divinity  cir- 
cuit, leather  lined  to  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  (or  the  price  on  the 

an, out:  IUl  i'.iblcs.  and  the  one 


$4.00. 

:  fail  to  call  (or  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Aidieu,  BRBTEEBS'S  PUBLISHING  C0SPJ8I, 

Mt  Monil,  III 
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ii'jheit  of  it!  in  Leavening  Power  - 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTE!*    POBt 


-  ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


..  MbpIc  Grovoehuri, 
r  Olty,  Pn. 
„Oollege  Chnjiel,  Mt.  Mo 


0 

m 

WHY  NOT? 


ong 


The 


Btrange  land  by  a  trip  io  North 
are  now  sixteen  aettlemontB  of  Brethren  along 
tht>  Ureal  Northern  Railway  in  the  Red  Bivei 
Valley,  Devil's  Lake  district  and  Turtle  Moun- 
tiiln  country  of  that  state. 

There  Is  atlll  FREE  GOVERNMENT  LAND  tc 
he  taken  up,  near  where  Brethren  with  ohuroli 
privileges  nro  looatod;  100  floi'es  cost  only  fH.tX 
in  fees  nt  the  United  states  band  Office.  There 
art'  also  chances  to  buy  improved  furms  on  Ihe 
crop  poymont  plan. 

Go  nnd    Investigate   the  country,  talk  with  the 

your  own,  pick  out  a  location  to  suit  yourself. 
Hundreds  of  Brethren  have  already  satisfied 
themselves  as  to  the  excellent" oUmate.and,  the 
terUUty  ol  the  soil.  Go  and  see  them  and  satis- 
fy yourself  that  the  country  Is  all  right.  Why 
renl  land  In  the  East  when  you  oan  gel  a  free 
farm  In  North  Dakota? 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  has  no  land  for 
sale  In  North  Dakota.  Its  line  runs  through 
tree  government  land  and  through  settled  dis- 
tricts wln'ie  land  can  be  bought  on  easy  tonus. 

Ask  your  local    railway   agent  for  tickets  and 


LIGNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 

Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $3.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

There  are  excellent  opportunities  for 
Colonies  or  Individuals,— "On  the  Soo 
Line." 

.BRETHREN  are  respectfully  asked 
^^^^^^^^^^  to  thoroughly  tuveati- 
ihe  chances  "On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 
fore deciding  upon  new  homes.  Come 
md  See! 
OUR  ILLUSTRATED  LAND  PRIMERS 


HALF  FARES  f°'H°nieseekereand 


,'ulr, 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago.  111. 


SILK  WATCH  CHAINS  ^: 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


>  address.    Price,  prcpah 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 


Prepared  by  a  Com 


'ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 
FARMING 

Lands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PEICES  and  on  EA8Y  TEEMS. 

Tinted  Lands :ta«sra 
Ffuiric  builds  "noXdLo^ 

Mnnr  Lqd.Is  tor  aalo  on   tho  CHOP   PA1MEN1 
PLAN. -"On  the  Soo  Line." 

FREE     HOMESTEADS 

leBtLonilsin  W.OUi.  Pierce.  Reason,  McLean, 


l.'M,'! 


.  N..i  tli    li.tl 


Line." 

Addroes.T.  I.  HORD.  Land  n 


JETROIT,  Michigan 
Or,  FBANK  SW1CK  Mill.  Tn;T.  Ini  migration  Agent, 


NORTH  MAMMI^'IER.  Id 


SEND  YOUR  NAME! 


Victor  Remedies  ! 


CURING    THOUSANDS. 


Send  Your  Name  and  Address 


Don't  Delay  I    Send  Now  I 

VICTOR  REMEDIES  CO. 

Frederick,  Md.,  U.  S.  A. 


prepaid,  £Uiu;  1 


I 


e  catalog  describing 


:;z. 


We  tell  gsod  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  ug  n  card. 
Adore..    i,15l  MISS    &  TRACT  COM.. 

Ml.  Monti,  111, 


Farm  for  Sale! 

Near  Dawson,  Kidder  Co.,  North  Dakota,  one  of 
tho  finest  equipped  anil  best  It  wnted  farms  In  North 

dll-bullt   farm   house,  two 

e  water  with  spring  near 

fanning  Implements  and 


The  Land   Department  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company 

||Has  located  a  Inrge  and  flourishing  colony  o 
GERMAN  BAPTISTS  on  Its  choice  n-ricultura 
lands  In  FOSTER,  WELLS  and  EDDY  Counties 
in  NORTH  DAKOTA.  Tho  BRETHREN  have  or 
ganlzud  a  CHURCH  at  Car  ring  ton,  Foster  County 
and  tho  funds  for  a  woll-equlpped  nieetlnghoust 
are  nlroady  subscribed.  , 


ftypublic  schoolsln  Foster  and  We 

v  abounds  In  SMALL  STREAMS  a 
,.,.,„!  htilNKIM.  WATER. five  in 
•obtained  at  a  depth  of  from  18  tc 

.IGNITE  I'UAI,  sells  at   Cnrringti 


:  price  paid  [oi 
FACILITIES  ai 
■.'  are  competing 


GOVERNMENT  HOMESTEAD  binds  can  b 
ken  up  EKEE.  Land  en  11  be  purchased  on  tb 
Kill'    PAYMENT    ELAN    nil    us    fa\  i.niblc    pile. 

CHOICE  RAILROAD  LANDS  sell  from  S3.W  t 

TERMS.— ONE-TENTH  CASH  DOWN,  balanc 


C.  W.    MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R'y  Co. 
ST.  PAUL,    MINN. 
,  PHIPPS, 

forthera  Pnclllc  R'y  Co. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmament  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 
Quinter."  No  one  can  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter's  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
sters,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents. 
Address  this  office. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

45  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  la  centrally  located,  1 


moderate,  varying  In  price  from  75  c 


City,    The  charges  1 


Brethren  Who  Are  Preparing 

to  More  to  the  Dos  Polos 

Colony  of  California. 


t  the 


have  neighbors  who  want  California  ho 
ho  think  they  have  not  means  enoi 
of  them  really  have  enough  but  do 
or  they  will  write  to  me,  I 
figure  with  them  closely      We 


sler  fur  t 
-  [Hi.-isil.le 


1  Calif 


jr  selling 

J.  A.  KUNKEL, 
2  Dtty  St..  New  York  City. 


E9~We  call  speci 

passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
-.'.ny  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices, 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book 
author  and  publisher. 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been   re' 
duced  to  the  following: 
Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -         $4.00. 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,      -       -       4.50. 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -   5.00. 
Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morns,  111 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents, 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing  I] 

■  \ 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  \ 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  i 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  mak 
our    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tape   J 
nd  rules  for  ordering  will  br 
application.     Our  rules  for  self 
nple  any  one  cai 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and  i 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  i 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices  i 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND.  i 

r  Chicago  office  and  in    \ 
ss  from  above  addt 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


five  diuxxi  acres  of  choice  agricultural  Innds  In 
Lacs  and  Morrison  Counties,  Minn.,  trlbuta- 
Milnctt  Station  on  the  Great  Northern  R.  H.. 
h  station  is  located  only  (15  miles  from  Minne- 
apolis and  ino  miles  from  Duluth  and   West  Supe- 


'(1  wil  li  a  splendid  growth  of  white  and  n 
nuplo,  elm,  and  poplar,  interspersed  \v[i 
tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mow 


I  iniieti|>ulls,  St.  Paul, 


idiil  t'limiile.  No  prairie  winds  or  bli/.zards 
in  ideal  place  for  a  home.  A  large  tract  o 
lands  are  set  aside  exclusively  for  the  Breth 

umber  of  Brethren  have  already  located  01 

lands.    They  have  a  Sunday  school  organ 

svlth  an  attendance  of  44,  and  a  church  will  hi 

organized  in  the  near  future. 

On  Sept.  15  and  20,  Oct.  6  and  20,  there  will  be  ex- 

jrslon  rates  for  home-seekers  from  all  points  tt 

tilaca,   Minn.,  at  one  fare  for  the  round  trip,  plui 


i   :i:..i" 


1  S30.0 


Information  ulna: 
above  lands  and  excursions,  write  or  call  on  Thet 
Koch,  170  E.  Third  St.,  St.  Paul,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW. 

501  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Mint 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
red  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
w  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25! t0 
ministers,  Si.oo.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


FREE 


TO  ALL  READERS 

THE  MESSENGER. 

- sampl0 

one  ,-e.».««  JauloitM 
o,    the   Messenger,  now 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  and  he 
remedy    for    Chronic    Catarrh,   KiflnW; 
Liver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  Rheui' 
t  ism  ;  or  8  weeks  treatment  for  only  $1'u  ^ 
The   sample  treatment   coats  nothing  shy 
will  be  worth  hundreds  of  dollars  to 
afflicted  people.    It  will  be  sold  «"?"!, 
agents.     Special   terms  to  readers  of  »• 
Messenger  on  application.    Address 

0B.  E.  J.  WORST,  Ashland,  Ohio, 

Sol.  As.ot  for  tb.  Unit.*  S!«t«- 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  October  31,  1896. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

rutllcht i  Weekly,  it  11.60  pel  Annum,  By 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL.- 

Lesacn  Light-Flashes,  . 

THE  YOUNG  PEOPLE  — 


people  have  some  other  excuse  to  keep  them  from 
the  house  of  God?  While  man  invents  conven- 
iences for  the  world's  traffic,  the  devil  gets  up 
excuses  for  the  professing  Christian  to  put  to 
practical  use  in  neglecting  his  religious  duty. 
The  useful  inventions  of  man  are  all  right,  but  the 
inventions  of  the  devil,  and  us  making  use  of  them, 
is  where  the  wrong  comes  in. 


p  mccring.    By/ 

t  Elders'  Prayer  Meeting 

t  Us  Quarrel  To-morrowl" 


^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY^ 

'he  "  unspeakable  Turk,"  finds  it  to  his  interest 
to  speak  more  than  in  times  past,  and  is  now  out 
with  an  explanation,  stating  that  the  Armenians, 
nd  other  Christians  are  treated  with  the  utmost 
airness  in  the  Turkish  dominion,  and  that  a  num- 
ber of  Armenians  fill  positions  of  trust  in  the  gov- 
ernment. While  we  believe  but  little  of  this,  still 
it  may  be  for  the  better  if  the  Turk  can  be  induced 
to  do  more  talking. 


As  one  sees  a  first-class  coach  passing  rapidly 
over  the  iron  rails,  he  hardly  perceives  how  the 
thing  could  be  improved.  But  if  the  reports  can 
be  relied  upon,  there  is  to  be  a  revolution  in  our 
railroad  business.  A  man  has  invented  an  axle 
on  roller  bearings.  It  is  made  on  the  same  princi- 
ple as  the  ball  bearings  used  on  bicycles,  with 
'be  difference  that  steel  rollers,  instead  of  balls, 
are  to  be  used  on  the  car  axles.  Seven  rollers  are 
required  to  each  axle,  and  these  are  covered  by 
«n  iron  or  steel  box.  A  car  has  been  fitted  out  in 
this  manner  in  the  Chicago  shops  of  the  Rock 
Island  road,  and  has  been  quietly  tested.  So 
far  it  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction.  A  coach, 
thus  equipped,  runs  so  easily  that  one  man  can 
m°ve  it.  The  car  is  soon  to  be  sent  on  a  trip  to 
California,  as  a  part  of  a  passenger  train.  If  it 
Proves  a  success,  it  means  wonders  for  the  rail- 
r°ad  business.  One  engine  will  be  able  to  pull 
^ght  or   ten   times    as  many   cars   as   at   present. 

"ey  will  be  able  to  make  much  greater  speed 
w'th  far  less  power.  It  will  do  away  with  hot  box- 
cs  and   much   noise.      But    more    than    this.      It 

ea»s,  in  time,  axles  on  the  same   principle    for 

;ons  and  buggies.    We  will  need  less  horse 

Pf°Wer  in  every  way.    Then  we  begin  to  wonder, 

mil.     horse  wi"  then  be  t0°  tired  t0   S°  a   few 
to  meeting  on  Sunday   mornings!     Or  will 


Unnatural  alliances,  whether  in  marriage,  busi- 
ness or  religion,  are  certain  to  produce  discord,  and 
sometimes  direful  consequences.  Such  an  alliance 
seems  to  have  been  entered  into  between  France 
and  Russia.  The  former  is  one  of  the  most  civil- 
ized and  cultured  nations  in  Europe,  while  the 
latter  is  beastly.  Such  an  unnatural  union  must, 
in  course  of  time,  defeat  itself.  They  have  agreed 
to  stand  by  each  other  in  things  pertaining  to  their 
selfish  interests.  This  means  that  if  Russia  gets 
into  war  with  other  powers,  France  will  come  to 
her  assistance.  We  understand  that  the  wisest 
men  in  France  are  ashamed  of  the  homage  thus 
paid  to  the  Moscowite  power.  The  whole  thing 
is  certainly  not  on  the  side  of  Christianity  and 
advanced  culture.  A  few  more  such  unnatural 
alliances  would  destroy  the  influence  that  has  al- 
ready gone  out  for  good,  from  the  better  class  of 
governments.  Let  not  the  church,  nor  any  of  her 
members,  enter  into  such  unreasonable  alliances 
with  the  world,  or  any  part  of  it.  "  In  union  there 
is  power,"  but  sometimes  this  power  is  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  question.  Keep  on  the  Lord's 
side,  and  uphold  the  banner  of  right,  even  if  you 
must  stand  alone. 


miles 


We  ask  the  active  co-operation  of  all  our  friends 
in  this  work.  Let  every  householder,  in  town  or 
city,  farmer,  shopkeeper,  business-man,  tradesman, 
or  whatever  his  calling  may  be,  try  to  give  some 
temporary  employment  to  at  least  one  Armenian; 
or  if  this  is  impossible  in  his  own  home,  let  him 
find  out  whether  some  well-disposed  neighbor  can- 
not do  it."  

Good  government  is  a  blessing  to  any  part  of 
the  world.  With  good  laws  and  wise  rulers  every- 
where, this  world  could  be  turned  into  a  paradise. 
At  this  time,  much  of  the  very  best  of  it  is  under 
the  control  of  governments  that  are  no  credit  to 
humanity.  We  refer,  in  particular,  to  the  coun- 
tries bordering  on  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The 
climate  is  delightful,  the  soil  productive  and  the 
productions  of  the  very  best.  The  most  favored 
section  is  probably  Egypt,  which  England  is  now 
attempting  to  develop.  Here  nature  has  done  won- 
ders for  man,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  art  and 
wise  laws,  the  valley  of  the  Nile  may  be  made  the 
most  delightful  and  prosperous  region  of  earth. 
Under  the  Pharaohs  it  attained  a  prosperity  that 
has  been  the  admiration  of  the  world.  Wealth 
abounded,  while  art,  learning  and  civilization  were 
brought  to  a  very  high  standard.  It  is  now  to  be 
hoped,  that  under  the  wise  regulation  of  the  most 
advanced  powers  of  Europe,  the  glory  of  Egypt 
may  return.  In  the  early  centuries  of  our  era, 
Christianity  flnuricbeH  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
Here  was  founded,  in  Alexandria,  the  first  Chris- 
tian high  school  in  the  world.  Here,  at  one  time, 
lived  some  of  the  brightest  scholars  of  Christian 
antiquity.  Let  us  pray  for  the  return  of  Chris- 
tianity to  Egypt. 


The  Christian  Herald,  of  New  York,  of  Oct.  2j, 
says:  "Another  company  of  exiles  from  persecuted 
Armenia  is  now  nearing  our  shores;  indeed,  be- 
fore this  issue  of  The  Christian  Herald  reach- 
es our  readers'  hands,  the  exiles  will  probably 
have  landed  on  the  soil  of  liberty.  Intelligence 
comes  of  still  another  company  of  nearly  two  hun- 
dred men,  women,  and  children,  who  have  just 
started  from  a  European  port,  with  their  faces  set 
toward  the  land  of  their  hopes  and  prayers — Amer- 
ica. For  weeks  and  months,  the  universal  desire 
of  the  Armenian  people  has  been  to  come  hither, 
but  they  have  been  restrained  by  the  vigilant 
Turkish  authorities,  who,  like  Pharaoh's  hosts,  in 
dealing  with  Israel,  would  rather  slay  them  than 
permit  them  to  go.  As  already  stated  in  these 
columns,  many  of  the  exiles  have  been  stripped 
of  all  their  worldly  possessions,  by  Moslem  rapac- 
ity. They  come  to  this  country  eager,  hopeful, 
glad  to  be  free  to  breathe,  and  to  worship  God  and 
name  the  name  of  Christ,  whom  their  fathers 
served,  and  for  whom  their  brothers  and  sisters 
died;  but  many  are  penniless.  Still,  they  will  not 
in  any  sense,  become  a  burden  on  the  community, 
for  good  friends  are  already  at  work  to  help  them 
to  self-supporting  labor.  On  their  arrival,  they 
are  cared  for  at  The  Christian  Herald's  Tem- 
porary Shelter  in  Third  Avenue,  and  by  the  Sal- 
vation Army,  Commander  Booth-Tucker  having 
made  arrangements.  It  is  desirable  that  suitable 
employment  should  be  found  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible for  these  worthy  emigrants,  who  have  a  sa- 
cred claim  on  the  sympathies  and  support  of  the 
Christian  people  of  America.  Already  a  number 
of  our  readers  and  their  friends  have  written  us 
with  offers  of  employment  for  both  men  and  wom- 
en, and  probably  forty  Armenians  have  already  se- 
cured places  in  good  Christian  homes,  on  farms 
and  in  towns  and  villages,   through  such   means. 


Before  the  next  issue  of  the  Messenger  reach- 
es our  readers,  some  one  is  going  to  be  elected 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  then  some  oth- 
er one  is  going  to  be  most  woefully  disappointed. 
A  number  of  candidates,  more  than  we  can  name 
just  now,  are  in  the  field,  but  everybody  knows  that 
the  real  contest  is  going  to  be  between  McKinlty 
and  Bryan.  Which  one  is  to  be  our  president,  the 
Lord  knows,  but  we  do  not.  Each  one  has  prom- 
ised to  give  the  country  prosperity  if  he  is  so  fort- 
unate as  to  be  elected,  and  then,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  are  told  that  the  days  of  calamity  are  to  come 
~d  either  of  them  is  elected.  It  only  remains  for 
us  to  do  our  duty,  and  trust  God  for  the  rest. 
Some  of  our  correspondents  have  tried  to  discuss 
some  phases  of  the  political  questions  in  the  Mes- 
senger, but  the  blue  pencil  and  waste  basket  came 
to  our  assistance,  and  we  have  passed  the  cam- 
paign without  dabbling  in  politics  or  any  phase  of 
the  voting  question.  Our  readers  have  their  no- 
tions about  these  things,  and  we  simply  let  them 
exercise  their  judgment,  trusting  that  their  good 
sense,  and  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  will 
prompt  them  to  conduct  themselves  as  becometh 
devout  Christians,  We  have  always  advised  the 
Brethren  to  stand  aloof  from  the  political  excite- 
ment, and  as  a  general  thing  we  believe  that  they 
have  done  so.  The  few  unguarded  ones,  who  have 
permitted  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  the  political 
arena,  will  probably  wish  that  they  had  conducted 
themselves  more  discreetly,  But  inside  of  a  few 
days  the  contest  will  be  over;  then  we  hope  to  see 
quietness  and  confidence  restored.  People  will  then 
have  something  besides  politics  to  talk  and  think 
about,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  preach- 
ers everywhere,  will  do  their  utmost  to  push  the 
Lord's  campaign.  Let  us  have  religious  prosperity 
at  least. 
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And  its  shining  s 

And  of  jasper  green  its  walls, 
And  the  years  that  have  left  us  gray  and  old 

Have  no  pow'r  within  its  halls. 
The  heart  would  be  gladdened  for  aye  and  aye 

By  one  breath  of  its  air  alone. 
And  its  blooming  flow'rs  can  ne'er  decay, 

And  change  is  for  aye  unknown. 
Its  gates  on  the  west,  east,  north  and  south. 

Are  of  priceless  pearls  composed, 
And  never  to  manhood  or  age  or  youth 

Have  those  lofty  gates  been  closed; 
And  unceasingly  do  the  victors  throng 

To  that  realm  so  passing  fair, 
And  they  deem  not  the  pathway  hard  or  long 

That  at  last  has  brought  them  there! 


QOD'S  CHURCH  IS  TRUE. 

BY  JOHN  E.  MOHLER. 

It  is  the  clear  teaching  of  the  Scriptures  that  the 
church  of  Christ  has  especial  authority  over  her 
members,  delegated  to  her  by  Christ  himself. 
Matt.  18:  15-18. 

There  are  some,— far  too  many,— of  us  who  are 
perfectly  willing  to  be  governed  by  the  church  (the 
general  Brotherhood)  except  in  matters  where  the 
church  is  mistaken,  i.  e.,  where  it  lacks  in  discern- 
ment of  the  Truth.  This  supposed  failing  of  the 
church  is  not  claimed  to  be  a  Gospel  characteristic 
of  the  true  church  of  Christ.  Oh  no;  not  at  all,  but 
it  is  considered  that  the  church  has  not  perceived 
the  real  truth  in  Christ. 

Now,  brethren,  let  us  look  at  this  in  the  light  of 
the  Gospel. 

1.  The  true,  visible  church  of  Christ  is  that  unit- 
ed body  of  believers  who  follow  the  teachings  of 
Christ  in  all  things,  recognizing  him  as  their  com- 
mon head. 

2.  There  is,  and  always  will  be,  such  a  body  of 
believers  whom  Christ  recognizes  as  his  church. 
Matt.  16:  18.  This  church  is  not  a  body  controlled 
by  the  minds  of  men  and  women,  but  its  members 
are  spiritually  minded  and  are  ruled  by  Christ,  the 
great  Head  of  the  church. 

Paul  calls  the  church  "  the  pillar  and  ground  of 
the  truth."     I  Tim.  3:  15.     What  does  this   mean? 

"The  pillar of  the  truth"  is  what? 

What  is  a  pillar?  It  is  a  support, — something 
which  holds  up.  The  pillar  is  the  support.  There- 
fore the  church  is  what  supports,  or  holds  up, — the 
Truth 

The  church  is  also  the  "ground  of  the  truth." 
What  is  ground?  It  is  basis,  foundation, — that  up- 
on which  something  rests  firm  and  immovable. 
Then  the  church  is  the  support  and  the  basis  of  the 
Truth.  And  what  is  Truth?  "  Thy  Word  is  truth." 
John  17:  17. 

If  I  think  the  church  errs,  it  is  when  I  think  I 
know  the  Truth  better  than  the  church  does.  Have 
I  ever  a  right  to  think  so?  Am  I  "the  pillar"  and 
"  the  ground"  of  the  Truth,  or  its  equal,  or  its  supe- 
rior? Unpardonable  conceit  to  think  so!  But, 
rather,  if  the  church  is  the  basis  of  the  Truth, 
should  I  not  learn  truth  of  the  church?  Yea,  veri- 
ly, and  that  will  I  do,  and  I  have  no  right  whatev- 
er to  disregard  the  church  upon  the  grounds  that 
she  is  "mistaken."  "  There  is  a  way  that  seemeth 
right  unto  a  man,  but  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways 
of  death,"  "  and  in  multitude  of  counselors  there  is 
safety." 

Does  this  argue  the  infallibility  of  the  church? 
Yes,  her  infallibility,  so  far  as  we  are  individually 
concerned.  When,  we  hear  the  church  we  are  held 
guiltless  before  God,  for  he  has  given  the  church 
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this  authority.    John  20:  23.    There  .s  no  danger 
whatever  in  hearing  the  church,  but  there  is  safety. 

"But  does  not  the  church  err  sometimes? 
"  Has  she  not  passed  resolutions  which  she  after- 
wards repealed?  Were  they  not  errors?"  These 
are  deep  questions.  But  the  church  has  not  erred 
from  the  truth.  I  do  not  say  she  has  not  erred  in 
judgment,  nor  do  I  say  she  has.  But  because  the 
church  is  "  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  Truth," 
from  the  truth.  We  must  consider 
nething  confined  to  the  present.  It 
:  than  we  can  conceive.  It  existed 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world  (Heb.  II:  3) 
and  has  had  a  work  to  do  in  every  event  since  then. 
It  has  a  work  to  perform  in  the  world  to-day  and 
will  continue  its  work  until  the  end  of  time.  The 
church  of  Christ  is  the  embodiment  of  the  Truth, 
and  if  the  church  moves  in  various  ways  to  accom- 
plish God's  purpose,  we  must  not  imagine  it  is  in 
error  simply  because  we  do  not  understand  it,  for 
in  the  end  all  will  be  seen  to  have  been  well. 

The  Christian  who  looks  upon  every  personal  in- 
fliction in  life  as  a  curse,  is  to  be  pitied.  Likewise, 
if  we  look  upon  every  apparently  detrimental  act 
of  the  church  as  error,  we  suffer  needlessly.  It  is 
a  blessed  state  if  we  can  trust  in  the  wisdom  of  the 
church  with  all  confidence.  Where  danger  threat- 
ens, it  is  our  duty  to  work  with  our  might,  in  all 
lawful  ways,  to  avert  it,  and  we  can  safely  abide  the 
result.  There  is  no  danger  whatever,  of  a  few  un- 
godly men  ruling  the  decisions  of  the  true  church 
of  Christ,  and  we  should  not  imagine  it,  for,  accord- 
ing to  God's  arrangement,  it  cannot  be. 

Moreover,  the  history  of  the  church  in  the  past 
shows  that  what,  at  times,  seemed  a  mistake,  now 
appears  to  have  been  divinely  ordered.  We  can 
see  this  in  the  experience  of  the  General  Brother- 
hood. We  can  see  it  in  the  experience  of  local 
congregations  where  the  authority  of  the  General 
Brotherhood  is  respected.  I  can  recall  many  in- 
stances, and  not  in  a  single  one  did  the  church,  or 
any  sincere  member,  suffer  loss.  If  I  mistake  not, 
one  of  the  most  influential,  active,  and  widely- 
known  members  of  the  Brethren  church,  though  a 
laymember,  owes  his  field  of  usefulness  to  the  ap- 
parent lack  of  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the  members 
of  his  home  congregation.  Yet  who,  at  this  time, 
but  that  will  cry,  "  It  is  the  Lord's  doings  and  it  is 
marvelous  in  our  eyes."  What  seemed  error  was 
wisdom,  and  so  it  will  always  be  in  God's  church. 

Then,  while  I  am  a  member  of   the   church   of 


Christ,  I  will  trust  her  more  than  I  v 
self.  When  I  cannot  do  this,  eithe 
found  the  true  church,  or  something  i 
in  myself. 

Warrensburg,  Mo. 
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looked  up  as  he  began  work  an! 
this  work  is  done  the  day  will  close. 

I  think  there  were  other  similar  "dreams  b 
do  not  recall  them  now.     Anyhow  they  deeply"' 
pressed   his   mind.     One  day  walking  in  thro 
the  kitchen,  he  remarked  to  my  mother:  "  M0n 
you'll  have  to  be  strict  with  the  boys,  lest  they 
ahead  of  you." 

Shortly   after,   father   cut  his  hand,  and 


called  to  be 


"i  let. 


with  the 


days  from  that  time,  he 
Lord. 

Before  I  was  converted  I  repeatedly  dreamed 
that  I  was  drowning;  that  I  was  on  a  railtMj 
track,  the  train  coming,  and  I  could  not  get  „). 
that  the  end  of  the  world  had  come;  that  big 
snakes  were  about  to  bite  me,  etc.  But,  after  sur- 
rendering all  to  the  Lord  and  putting  on  Christ  by 
being  immersed  as  he  was  in  the  running  stream 
that  kind  of  dreams  was  put  an  end  to. 

While  in  the  Hospital  at  Bombay  last  winter 
early  one  morning  I  saw  the  Lord.  I  put  it  that 
way  because  never  was  a  dream  more  real.  He  sat 
on  the  foot  of  the  bed  and  talked  with  me  about 
the  prayer  of  faith.  How  clearly  he  explained  the 
matter,  and  how  distinctly  I  saw  him, — this  I  shall 
never  forget. 

Recently  I  dreamed  I  was  talking  with  a  certain 
minister,  and  he  used  quite  cutting  remarks  against 
me  for  not  accepting  his  invitation  to  come  up  to 
the  altar  and  there  take  the  communion  with  him 
and  the  rest  of  his.  He  said,  "You  are  no  better 
than  the  rest  of  us.  We  are  all  Christians,  and  all 
going  to  the  same  place.  We  are  all  like 
triangles, — see?  "  And  suiting  his  action 
to  his  word,  he  drew  a  triangle  on  a  black- 
board which  was  near  at  hand. 

I  remarked  that  probably  we  were   all  like  tri- 
angles, but  by  the  grace  of  God  my  triangle  would 
always  stand  with  the  little  end  to  the 
earth    and   the   big  end   toward   heaven. 
And   I    drew  an  angle  beside  the  other, 


thu 


a 

like  tri- 
le  would 

I 


1  triangle 


DREAMS. 


Jacob  dreamed  and  Joseph  dreamed.  Pharaoh 
dreamed  and  Nebuchadnezzar  dreamed.  Some  are 
good  and  some  are  evil;  but  more  or  less  interest 
always  attaches  to  dreams,  and  it  is  not  wrong  that 
it  should  be  so. 

I  think  every  one  is  somewhat  fond  of  personal 
reminiscences,  especially  those  of  a  Christian  char- 
acter, and  I  wish  there  were  more  of  such  personal 
experiences  told  in  the  Messenger.  With  that 
thought  I  write  the  following: 

When  my  father  was  in  good  health,  and  just  be- 
fore his  last  illness,  he  had  a  number  of  dreams,  all 
bearing  the  same  interpretation.  He  dreamed  he 
was  on  his  way  to  Greencastle,  Pa.  (for  then  we 
lived  about  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  that 
place),  and  was  riding  our  family  horse.  He  looked 
back  and  saw  a  tall,  pale  man,  dressed  in  white,  try- 
ing to  overtake  him.  He  spurred  the  horse  to  a 
swift  trot,  and  then  to  a  gallop,  but  the  pale  man 
came  nearer  and  nearer.  Presently  it  was  a  side  by 
side  race.  After  a  time  he  drew  in  the  reins  and 
said  to  the  horse,  "Come,  Pidgy,  it's  no  use.  I 
guess  we'll  have  to  give  it  up."  And  when  the 
pale  man  on  foot  had  won  the  race  he  disappeared. 
Another  time  he  dreamed  he  was  taken  to  a  field 


After  looking  at  the  t 
antagonist  walked  away. 

A  week  or  two  ago  I  dreamed  I  was  going  to 
preach  to  an  assembled  large  congregation  on 
"  Anxiety  for  the  salvation  of  others,"  on  the  text 
Matt.  2:  18.  I  thought  I  was  about  to  begin  to 
speak,  when  a  wave  of  longing  for  the  salvation  of 
others  and  of  deep  sorrow  for  the  sinful  state  of  so 
very  many  people  came  over  me,  and  I  burst  into 
tears.  I  could  not  speak.  I  tried  to  suppress  my 
emotion,  only  with  the  result  that  I  wept  the  more. 
I  cried  out  loudly  and  incessantly.  The  congrega- 
tion took  up  the  sentiment  and  we  all  together 
wept  exceedingly  that  so  many  were  yet  in  dark 
ness,  and  the  children  of  light  doing  so  little  " 
help  matters.  I  awoke  thinking,  "Well,  well 
what  an  impressive  text!  " 

Lately,  I  think,  I  have  dreamed  a  half  a  dozen 
times  that  I  was  home,  and  was  thinking  about  the 
opportunity  for  Christian  work  in  far-away  Bulsar. 
Then  I  longed  to  be  there.  For  miles  and  rmki 
people,  people,  strangers  to  Christ  and  his  Tru  • 
Then  I  usually  dream  that  I  think  how  long  it  »" 
take  to  come,  and  what  it  will  cost,  etc.  Then 
wonder  if  ever  I  can  come,  and  then  I  awake,  ano 
find  myself,  thank  the  Lord,  in  Bulsar,  in  bed 
the  day  is  just  beginning  to  dawn. 

Dreams  are  not  much,  but  good  dreams  are 
tainly  a  great  joy.     May  the  Lord  of  heaven  P 
the  readers  of  the  Messenger  many  of  them 
Bulsar,  Ind. 


SOME  FACTS  ABOUT  THE  ARMENIANS. 


BY  G.  J.  FERCKEN. 


all  aloof! 


There  is  a  great  deal  of  discontentment       ^ 
he  lines  in  the   Armenian  church.    I-°"£       ..a 
eling  of  restlessness 
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their  faitnfand  bringing  them  to  the  Rock  upon 
hich  all  trust  and  belief  must  be  grounded  and  es- 
tablished. A  hunger  and  thirst  after  the  Truth,  a 
yearning  after  liberation  from  the  thraldom  of 
man-made  creeds  and  doctrines  are  manifest  all 
along  the  line;  and  an  earnest  desire  to  have  noth- 
ing but  Christ  and  his  simple,  God-breathed  Gos- 
pel is  in  manifold  ways  verbally  expressed.  Don't 
we  now  see,  in  this  tremendous  "groaning"  and 
"  travailing  in  pain  "  the  purpose  of  God  in  his  di- 
vinely-sent afflictions  and  persecutions?  Surely 
God  is  not  chastening  in  vain!  In  his  deep,  broad, 
unfathomed  love  he  leads  them  to  what  he  knows 
is  better, — to  what  is  more  profitable  for  them.  It 
is  true  that  they  cannot  now  see  the  purpose  that 
works  behind  all  these  things,  but  they  will  see  it 
sooner  or  later,  and  thank  God  for  it  as  they  have 
never  done  before.  Nay,  they  will  say  with  the 
Psalmist:  "  It  was  good  for  me  to  have  been  af- 
flicted that  I  might  keep  thy  statutes."  "  Before  I  was 
afflicted  I  went  astray,  but  now  do  I  keep  thy  law." 

We  hear,  with  indescribable  feeling,  that  both 
Greek  and  Armenian  churches  have  opened  their 
doors  wide  to  the  Protestant  missionaries  in  far  Ar- 
menia, just  where  the  massacres  have  been  enact- 
ed, that  these  missionaries  may  preach  the  Word 
of  God  in  those  same  churches  where  the  Bible  re- 
mains a  sealed  book.  The  first  lesson  we,  there- 
fore, learn  is,  that  God  has  sent  all  these  trials  to 
bring  these  three  branches  of  Christendom  in  far 
Armenia  close  together,  to  teach  all  that  church 
unity,  so  much  talked  about,  will  not  be  brought 
about  by  the  adjustment  of  creeds  or  the  mutual 
concessions  of  doctrines,  but  by  the  bonds  of  LOVE 
which  is  the  perfecting  of  the  law.  O  what  great 
blessings  are  going  to  shower  upon  this  poor  peo- 
ple when  the  storm  is  all  over! 


with  us,  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  him  to  the 
pure  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  all  that  through 
those  who  support  our  orphans  in  Smyrna !  .  .  As 
we  parted  we  saluted  each  other  with  the  kiss  of 
peace.  So  our  orphanage  is  already  bringing 
about  the  friendship  that  should  exist  between  peo- 
ple so  near  alike. 

The  French  steamer,  from  Constantinople,  came 
yesterday  and  brought  many  orphans  from  the  per- 
secuted districts.  They  had  no  houses  to  go  to, 
and  so  slept  all  night  on  the  cold  marble  floor  of 
the  Armenian  church  and  the  colder  tombstones  of 
the  adjoining  graveyard.  We  can  only  accommo- 
date twelve  this  first  year,  but  what  is  that  compared 


with  the  vast  n 
homeless  orph; 
take  them  all  ir 
them  happy! 


ultitude 
ns!  Oh, 
,  feed  the 


if  fatherless,  motherless, 
how  we  wish  we  could 
1.  clothe  them,  and  make 


The  first  feeling  of  suspicion,  that  the  Ai 
entertained  at  first  toward  our  orphanage,  when  it 
-ftras  only  in  project,  has  now  entirely  disappeared, 
to  give  place  to  a  noble  sentiment  of  confidence 
and  respect  in  our  work.  Not  only  Armenian  lay- 
men, but  also  Armenian  priests  themselves  are 
bringing  us  orphans,  recommending  them  to  us, 
saying  a  kind  word  about  us  here  and  there,  and 
looking  at  our  work  as  one  intended  for  the  succor 
and  relief  of  those  who  are  now  roaming  homeless 
and  penniless  in  the  wilds  of  Asia  Minor.  It  is 
conceded  by  all  that  Armenia  is  THE  best  mission- 
ary field  in  the  world,  because  of  the  gladness  and 
willingness  of  that  nation  to  hear  the  preaching  of 
the  Word,  and  of  the  character  of  the  people  to 
whom,  as  a  rule,  fanaticism  is  an  unknown  thing.  I 
heard  from  an  Armenian,  now  a  Protestant  mission- 
ary in  Smyrna,  working  under  the  supervision  of 
the  American  Congregational  Board,  that  a  mis- 
sionary of  any  evangelical  denomination,  acquainted 
with  Armenian  and  Turkish,  and  traveling  all  over 
Armenia  to  preach  the  Word,  will  have  great 
crowds  of  people,  and  even  priests,  flock  to  hear  the 
Word  and  receive  it.  Are  there  no  young  men  in 
our  church  who  would  like  to  devote  their  lives  to 
a  country  and  people  of  such  bright  and  encourag- 
ing prospects?  This  is  my  second  appeal  to  our 
young  brethren,  and  I  am  wondering  if  they  are 
heeding  it.  If  I  were  twenty  years  younger,  I 
would  certainly  learn  Armenian,  and  go  at  once  to 
preach  Christ  in  Armenia!  There  is  no  "  if  "  with 
you,  young  brethren,  therefore  "  hear  the  Macedo- 
nian cry,  and  come  over!  " 

A  poor  Armenian  priest,  from  the  interior,  very 
bright  and  liberal-minded,  has  just  now  left  his  on- 
ly child  and  orphan  daughter  at  our  orphanage. 
Although  her  mother  died  a  natural  death,  and 
was  not  killed  by  the  Turks,  I  took  her,  in  order  to 
please  her  father,  who  must  now  flee  to  Bulgaria, 
and  also  (for  a  diplomatic  reason!)  that  I  might 
w'n,  by  this  act,  greater  confidence  from  the  Arme- 
nian community  in  Smyrna.  He  said  that  if  he 
Were  not  afraid  to  be  exiled  in  a  convent,  he  would 
immediately  throw  away  his  priestly  garb  and 
"come  with  us!"  Who  knows  but  what  our  little 
talk  this  morning,  and  his  little  daughter  remaining 


THE  QOSPEL.-WHAT  IS  IT? 

BY   C.  H.   BALSBAUGH. 

If  any  one  was  ever  perspicuous  and  emphatic, 
it  is  God  in  the  enunciation  of  the  one  possible  way 
of  salvation. 

Mount  Sinai  proclaims  the  Divine  Righteousness, 
and  Mount  Calvary  fulfills  it.  No  man  can  fulfill 
it;  and  yet,  without  the  perfect  satisfaction  of  its 
claims,  salvation  is  impossible.  Who  can  bridge 
this  chasm?  One  only,— GOD  made  man.  Rom.  5: 
17-19.  The  Sinless  was  made  sin,  that  "  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  IN  HIM!" 
2  Cor.  5:21. 

It  is  both  preposterous  and  irreverent  to  suppose 
that  our  obedience,  however  perfect,  can  serve  as  a 
basis  of  acceptance  with  God.  To  use  the  Chris- 
tian ordinances  for  this  purpose  is  to  depreciate 
the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ.  God  in  humanity 
propitiated  God  above  humanity  with  a  fullness 
that  needs  no  repetition. 

This  Righteousness  is  appropriated  by  faith,  and 
expressed  and  confirmed  by  obedience, 

The  monogram  of  Eld.  S.  N.  McCann,  entitled, 
"The  Lord  our  Righteousness  "*  is  a  grand  de- 
fense and  elaboration  of  this  fundamental  truth. 
It  is  a  God-send  to  the  Brotherhood,  and  I  hope  it 
will  find  its  way  into  every  family,  especially  the 
ministers. 

The  Holy  Ghost  is  Christ's  agent,  and  he  is  nev- 
more  ready  to  fulfill  his  office,  than  when  Christ 

honored  as  the  Lord  OUR  RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


out  and*  placed  before  the  people.  I  have  seen 
ministers  brought  out  and  placed  before  the  con- 
gregation to  be  installed  into  office.  One  thing  I 
notice,  "  The  people  shouted  and  said,  God  save 
the  king."  The  people  honored  the  king  more 
than  they  did  their  God.  1  have  seen  some  people 
now-a-days,  who  honor  the  preacher  more  than 
they  do  their  God.    We  shall  notice  the  results. 

Samuel  reported  to  Israel,  saying,  "  Behold,  I 
have  hearkened  unto  your  voice  in  all  that  ye  said 
unto  me,  and  have  made  a  king  for  you."  I  Sam. 
12:  I.  A  king  was  granted  according  to  their  wish- 
es. Saul  soon  was  called  to  fight  some  heavy  bat- 
tles, but  met  with  a  failure,  because  the  people 
trusted  more  in  the  skill  of  Saul  than  the  power  of 
the  Lord. 

In  process  of  time  another  king  was  chosen  by 
the  Lord,  who  was  Saul's  successor,  namely,  David, 
"the  beloved."  While  Saul  was  asked  for,  David 
was  called  for.  We  shall  notice  the  second  king  of 
the  Hebrews,  and  his  work.  David  was  a  different 
an  from  Saul.  Hear  Samuel's  message:  "And 
lmuel  said  to  Saul,  Thou  hast  done  foolishly: 
thou  hast  not  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord 
thy  God,  which  he  commanded  thee:  for  now 
would  the  Lord  have  established  thy  kingdom  up- 
on Israel  for  ever.  But  now  thy  kingdom  shall  not 
continue:  the  Lord  hath  sought  him  a  man  after  his 
own  heart,  and  the  Lord  hath  commanded  him  to 
be  captain  over  his  people,  because  thou  hast  not 
kept  that  which  the  Lord  commanded  thee."  I 
Sam.  13:  13,14- 

The  people  admired  Saul  because  of  his  height 
and  strength.  David  was  called  to  be  anointed 
king  because  of  his  admirable  qualities. 

When  Jesse's  sons  were  called  forth,  so  that  Sam- 
uel might  make  the  selection,  Samuel  was  looking 
for  another  large  man,  but  the  Lord  instructed  him 
how  to  choose  a  man  for  himself:  "  And  it  came 
to  pass,  when  they  were  come,  that  he  looked  on 
EHab,  and  said,  Surely  the  Lord's  anointed  is  be- 
fore him.  But  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Look 
not  on  his  countenance,  or  on  the  height  of  his  stat- 
ure; because  I  have  refused  him:  for  the  Lord  seeth 
not  as  man  seeth;  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward 
appearance,  but  the   Lord  looketh  on  the  heart." 
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TWO  GREAT  KINGS. 
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BY  J.  H.  MILLER. 

King"  was  much  used  by  the  Jews 
They  wished  to  become  like  other 
n.  8:  5.  When  the  request  was  made 
r  a  king)  he  was  much  displeased, 
and  prayed  unto  the  Lord  to  give  him  a  proper 
guide.  The  Lord  directed  him  how  to  move. 
"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Samuel,  Hearken  unto 
the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  that  they  say  unto 
thee,  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee  but  they  have 
rejected  me,  that  I  should  not  reign  over  them." 

The  Lord  permitted  them  to  have  a  king,  but 
gave  them  a  solemn  warning.  The  Lord  deals  with 
his  people  on  the  same  principle  now.  He  warns 
them  of  the  danger  if  they  turn  away  from  the 
principles  of  right. 

Saul  was  made  the  first  king  of  Israel, 
15.     Looking  at  all  the  facts,  we  notice, — 

1.  The  Hebrew  people  had  a  desire  to  be  like 
other  nations.  Too  many  Christian  professors 
have  the  same  spirit  now. 

2.  The  Hebrew  people  wanted  a  large  man, — one 
who  was  portly,  and  different  from  the  rest  of  the 
people.  Too  many  now,  in  making  a  choice  for  a 
speaker,  are  too  much  concerned  about  the  looks 
of  the  man,  and  not  enough  about  his  daily  walk 
and  spirit.  This  man,  Saul,  when  he  knew  he 
would  be   made  king,  went  and  "hid  among  the 


iSa 


1  Sa 


16:  6,  7. 


Jesse  thought  that  the  oldest  would  be  accepted 
but  the  Lord  wanted  the  youngest,  so  David  was 
called  and  anointed.  David  was  ruddy  (that  is 
"  red,"  of  a  healthy  color),  a  beautiful  countenance. 
The  Lord  saw  in  David  a  heart  that  1 

Soon  the  young  king  was  called 
The  Philistines  gathered  their  arm 
against  God's  people.  Saul  was  soo 
forces  for  a  mighty  battle.  When  he 
istines  draw  nigh  and  defy  the 


ould  obey, 
into  service. 
:s  to  battle 
rallying  his 
saw  the  Phil- 
ies  of  Israel,  he 
hardly  knew  what  to  do.  Saul,  in  that  battle,  had 
too  much  self,  and  not  enough  of  confidence  in 
God. 

In  the  meanwhile  David  heard  of  the  battle,  and 
came  to  see  the  cause  of  so  much  delay.  In  look- 
ing after  the  work  of  the  Lord,  he  soon  saw  that 
something  was  wrong,  and  said,  "  Is  there  not  a 
cause?"     I  Sam.  17:  29. 

David  saw  the  cause  was  suffering,  and  that 
something  must  be  done.     He  then  offered  his  ser- 


like   Saul 


rilling  to 


We  have  men  to-day,  who 
David.  A  number  of  soldiers  may  1 
carry  an  armor,  talk  about  a  heavy  engagement, 
but,  like  old  King  Saul,  they  will  shrink  when  the 
test  comes. 

I  admire  David's  candor  and  earnestness.  He 
arose  early  in  the  morning  to  meet  the  engagement. 
If  we  had  more  Davids  to-day,  there  would  be 
more  preaching  done,— more  city  mission  work. 

David  was  simple  in  his  work.  He  would  not 
have  Saul's  armor  or  sword,  but  his  own  little  sling, 
and  five  small  stones.  David  wanted  them  smooth. 
So  should  the  preacher  be  now— use  strong  argu- 
ments, but  let  the  words  be  soft  and  smooth.  "  A 
soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath." 

I  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  idea  of  send- 
ing  more   missionaries  to   India.    What    strength 


stuff."     1  Sam.  10:  22,    Saul   had  to  be  brought  I  God  gave  to  his  people  in  the  days  gone  byl    He 
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gives  them  all  the  power  now  to  go  "into  all  the 
world  and  preach  his  Gospel  to  every  cr'eature." 
How  strong  that  command  is,  "  Go  into  all  the 
worldl"  Where  are  the  Davids?  I  fear  we  have 
too  many  like  Saul— they  stand  too  long  before 
they  move.  Saul  stood  for  forty  days,— David  on- 
ly one.  Saul  did  not  work  while  David  put  the 
host  to  flight. 

We  have  young  preach 
they  had  the  privilege,  v. 
flight.  My  early  experient 
town  and  city  people  did  not  need  the  Cc 
preached.  In  fact,  1  was  taught  that  way,  so  I  had 
no  anxiety  to  preach  in  cities.  "  Like  priest,  like 
people,"  is  true  now,  as  it  was  many  years  ago.  It 
seems  hard  for  some  to  let  go  of  their  old  customs, 
take  Jesus  as  their  guide,  and  "  go  into  all  the 
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who,  if 
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Gospel 


rid.' 


The  Lord  ga 


cli  to 


beautiful  world 
ch  do  we  in  return  for  him?  Many 
souls  are  starving  for  the  Bread  of  Life  in  our  cit- 
ies, and  some  are  slow  to  help  b uild  up  the  cause. 
Let  us  have  more  men  like  David  was,  and  fewer 
cowards,  like  king  Saul  was.  Jonah  must  have 
been  a  relative  of  King  Saul.  He  would  turn 
away  from  the  Lord  and  let  all  Nineveh  go  to 
rather  than  go  and  "rescue  the  perishing,' 
the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  the  true  Gospel 
have  true  standard-bearers,  lifting  high  the 
ner  of  King  Emmanuel! 
Goshen,  Ind. 

ROYAL  CRUMBS. 
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Leaving  home  in  California  Aug.  3,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  again  seeing  some  Bible  customs  in 
New  Mexico,  as  we  came  through  Laguna.  These 
natives,  whose  forefathers  lived  in  New  Mexico,  in 
the  sixteenth  century  or  earlier,  irrigate  with  the 
foot,  cut  their  grain  with  sickle,  thresh  it  with 
oxen  (or  horses),  winnow  it  with  long-handled, 
wooden  shovels,  and  perform  other  work,  just 
as  the  people  of  Palestine  did  in  the  days 
of  our  Savior.  They  also  dwell  in  towns  and 
villages,  in  adobe  buildings,  with  flat  roofs,  just  as 
the  people  did,  and  do  now  in  Palestine.  One 
need  not  go  out  of  the  United  States  to  see  and 
learn  many  of  the  customs  and  habits  of  that  his- 
toric land,  as  described  in  the  Bible.  New  Mexi- 
co, Arizona,  and  California  possess  many  things 
similar  to  those  of  Bible  Lands. 

Aug.  7  we  arrived  at  Tonkawa,  Okla.,  at  the 
home  of  Bro.  Jos.  Masterson,  who  is  a  pioneer 
there,  and  is  doing  a  noble  work  for  the  Master, 
with  Bible  in  heart  and  in  hand,  like  a  good  sol- 
dier. He  has  charge  of  the  Union  Sunday  school 
in  town,  goes  to  his  own  and  other's  meetings  and 
embraces  every  invitation  to  tell  what  Jesus  teach- 
es. Being  a  live  deacon,  and  not  infrequently  left 
alone  in  the  appointments,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is 
sounded  out,  and  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  declared. 
This  is  right;  if  ministers  cannot  attend,  let  the 
deacons  hold  forth  the  Truth.  Our  labors  closed 
there  the  17th,  with  not  only  the  town  but  the  re- 
gions round  about  greatly  awakened;  but  other  en- 
gagements called  us  away,  and  the  end  will  likely 
be  the  same  as  on  many  other  occasions, — "  the 
birds  will  get  the  seed."  God  bless  all  the  awak- 
ened and  lowly-hearted  at  Tonkawa! 
«  ♦  • 
The  evenings  of  Aug.  18  and  19  were  given  to 
work  in  the  "  Christian  church"  in  Arkansas  City, 
where  dwell  Bro.  John  Masterson  and  family, 
whose  zeal  and  earnestness  for  Jesus  are  unques- 
tionable. Some  consecrated  soul  should  here  place 
himself  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice,  and  help  call  out 
a  people  unto  the  Lord. 

*  *  * 
In  Newton,  Kans.,  the  hospitable  hearts  of  broth- 
er and  sister  Levi  Andes  were  appreciated.    These 
noble  souls  are  worthy  of  loving   grace   and   the 
charity  that  helps  to  soul-joys.    O  God,  stay  all 


fiery  darts,  and  keep  these  children  safely  within 
thy  high  towerl 

Aug.  21  to  23  were  given  to  our  former  home,— 
McPherson  —  where  we  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting 
about  fifteen  families  and  were  shown  so  much 
love  that  our  hearts  could  only  feel  that  responsive 
warmth  that  heavenly  love  begets.  A  talk  in  the 
college  and  in  Last  McPherson,  for  Jesus,  brought 
many  of  the  old  joys  afresh  to  our  memories.  We 
love  everybody  at  McPherson,  and  have  reason  to 
rejoice  that  everybody  loves  us.  We  take  liberty 
in  so  saying  for  the  encouragement  of  all  who  have 
struggled  and  still  labor  for  the  Master  there. 
"  Charity  thinketh  no  evil"  so  let  us  all  use  charity 
which  is  freely  given  us  of  Jesus. 

Thank  God  for  the  sister  Underhills  who  have 
the  courage  to  defend  a  faithful  minis  ry;  for  so 
many  ministers  modestly  refuse  to  defend  them- 
selves. We  are  glad  the  sisters  are  helpful  to 
God's  workers  in  the  Word. 


WORDS  OF  COMFORT. 


BY  CLARA  D.  SNAVELY. 


"  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless." —  John  14:  19. 
These  precious  words  of  our  Savior, — how  they 
cheer  the  sad  and  lonely  ones  of  earth!  Even  the 
prophet  Elijah  had  a  faithful  comforter  in  Elisha, 
who,  when  told  that  his  Master  was  to  be  taken 
away  by  the  Lord,  said,  "As  the  Lord  liveth,  and 
as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave  thee.  So  they 
came  to  Jericho."     2  Kings  2:  4. 

When  the  Shunammite's  son  died,  the  mother 
said  to  Gehazi,  the  servant  of  Elisha,  "As  the 
Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  liveth,  I  will  not  leave 
thee,"  2  Kings  4:  30,— she  was  so  anxious  that 
Elisha  should  restore  her  son  to  life. 

Ruth,  the  beloved  daughter-in-law  of  Naomi, 
said,  "  Entreat  me  not  to  leave  thee,"  etc.,  and 
"  the  Lord  do  so  to  me,  and  more  also  if  might  but 
death  part  thee  and  me."     Ruth  1:  16-17. 

How  sacred  the  vows  of  marriage,  "  Until  death 
us  do  part! "  But  O!  how  many  persons  break 
them,  and  seem  to  rob  them  of  their  sacredness! 

Death  separates  us  from  loved  ones  here,  but  Je- 
sus is  always  with  us  in  this  world,  and  in  the 
world  to  come,  if  we  are  his  faithful  followers,  for 
he  has  said,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake 
thee."     Heb.  13:  5. 

In  1  Kings  8:  57,  we  read,  "  The  Lord  our  God  be 
with  us,  as  he  was  with  our  fathers;  let  him  not 
leave  us,  nor  forsake  us:  Sing,  O  heavens;  and  be 
joyful,  O  earth;  and  break  forth  into  singing,  O 
mountains;  for  the  Lord  hath  comforted  his  peo- 
ple, and  will  have  mercy  upon  his  afflicted."  "  O 
thou  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempest,  and  not  com- 
forted, behold,  I  will  lay  thy  stones  with  fair  col- 
ors, and  lay  thy  foundations  with  sapphires."  Isa, 
49:  13  and  54;  11. 

Lazarus  was  comforted  in  heaven,  but  the  rich 
man  was  tormented  in  the  flames.  Luke  16:  25. 
"  For  I  am  with  thee,  saith  the  Lord,  to  save  thee: 
though  I  make  a  full  end  of  all  nations,  whither  I 
have  scattered  thee,  yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end 
of  thee:  but  1  will  correct  thee  in  measure,  and  will 
not  leave  thee  altogether  unpunished."  Jer.  30:  II 
"  Blessed  be  God,  even  the  father  of  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of 
all  comfort;  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribula- 
tion, that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which 
are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we, 
ourselves,  are  comforted  of  God."  2  Cor.  1:  3-4. 
Middletown,  Pa. 
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trouble  to  which  help  has  been  given.  This  is  but 
natural.  It  is  also  observed  in  the  letters  that  two 
ideas  are  uniformly  brought  forward,— one  repre- 
sented in  the  phrase  "  I  have  always  prayed  ever 
since  I  can  remember,"  and  the  other,  "  I  prayed 
as  I  never  prayed  before." 

The  consecutive  numbers  of  the  instances  re- 
corded have  been  omitted  because  I  have  no  access 
to  the  original  files,  being  away  from  home  at  pres- 
ent.   The  first  is  as  follows: 

There  was  trouble  in  a  church  and  a  separation 
seemed  likely  and  really  did  follow.  A  young  man 
was  one  of  the  dissenters,  but  a  member  sitting  by 
earnestly  prayed  that  he  remain.  When  the  rest 
walked  out  this  young  man  declared  his  intention 
of  remaining,  which  the  writer  believes  was  an  an- 
swer to  the  silent  prayer. 

A  sister  prays  that  her  brother  be  prevented 
from  going  away  from  home  in  company  that  she 
believed  to  be  bad.  The  next  morning  it  so  hap- 
pened that  her  prayers  were  answered. 

A  brother  and  sister  record  their  cure  from  dis- 
ease. He  was  suffering  from  heart  trouble  and 
rheumatism,  she  a  victim  of  dropsy.  Earnest 
prayer  resulted  in  a  cure,  or  such  an  alleviation 
that  it  was  regarded  as  a  direct  answer  to  their 
supplications. 

A  man  was  burning  brush  in  a  high  wind.  The 
fire  threatened  to  get  away  and  destroy  property. 
The  party  prayed  earnestly  that  it  might  not  so 
happen  and  instantly  the  wind  fell  and  the  danger 
was  past. 

A  woman  is  left  a  widow  with  six  children. 
Three  were  put  out,  and  three  kept.  She  had  to 
earn  the  living  of  all.  The  last  crust  of  bread  was 
reached  and  recourse  was  had  to  earnest  pra)  er. 
That  day  a  strange  lady  came  into  the  house,  gave 
the  mother  five  dollars,  and  from  that  time  on  the 
woman  had  work. 

A  young  man  intends  going  to  a  place  which  a 
sister  knows  to  be  bad,  a  killing  having  taken  place 
there.  She  prays  that  he  may  be  prevented  from 
going  and  he  announces  his  intention  of  remaining^ 
away. 

A  member  suffering  from  sore  eyes  that  resisted 
all  efforts  of  a  medical  nature  was  anointed  and  re- 
covered at  once. 

Two  partners  have  trouble  over  the  habits  of 
one  of  them.  One,  a  member  of  the  church,  prays 
for  help  and  devises  means  to  continue  in  their 
work  advantageously.  The  drinking  partner  an- 
nounces his  intention  of  never  going  into  a  saloon 
again  and  now  their  life  has  gone  well  and  prosperi- 
ty is  theirs.  Verily  the  prayers  of  one  save  the 
other. 

Two  persons  kneel  down  and  pray  for  a  brother 
out  of  work  in  a  western  city.  The  next  day  a  let- 
ter comes  that  he  has  employment  and  is  happy 
and  hopeful. 

ffering  from  a  relapse  in  typhoid 
lightily,"  and  "immediately"  feels 
better  and  recovers. 

A  sister  is  given  up  to  die  by  the  doctors  and 
sends  for  a  brother  to  pray  for  her.  He  comes, 
prays,  and  she  recovers. 

A  brother  is  sent  for,  to  pray  for  a  diphtheria  case 
in  a  family  having  lost  a  child  by  that  dread  dis- 
ease. He  says,  "  And  I  did  most  earnestly  pray," 
etc.    The  child  recovered. 

Our  meeting  will  close  presently.  Have  you 
anything  to  say  as  to  what  God  has  wrought  for 
you? 

Lewisburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa. 


In  the  following  presentation  of  the  experience 
of  our  readers  as  to  the  efficacy  of  prayer  I  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  those  who  have  followed 
the  subject  this  far  to  the  wide  range  of  human 


A  brother, 
ever  prays  " 


WORKINO  FOR  JESUS. 


BY  C.  D.  HYLTON. 


Once  in  my  life,  when  I  was  younger  than  I  now 
am,  I  was  drawn  into  a  political  caucus.  Some 
things  were  learned  there,  and  among  them  two 
very  important  facts: 

1.  We  learned  that  political  caucuses  are  no 
good  places  for  Christians  to  visit.  A  number  0 
reasons  might  be  given,  but  let  one  suffice.  The 
object  of  a  political  caucus  is  to  gain  a  victory, 
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right  or  wrong,— over  another  party,  and  decoy 
men  who  are  not  on  the  alert.  This  is  not  on  the 
fine  of  working  for  Jesus. 

2.  We  realized  a  confirmation  of  the  words  of  Je- 
sus: "  For  the  children  of  this  world  are  in  their 
generation  wiser  than  the  children  of  light." 

The  name  of  every  voter  in  the  District  was  be- 
fore that  caucus  and  his  record  investigated  in  his 
absence.  If  it  was  considered  that  he  was  stead- 
fast against  the  party,  he  was  given  up  as  a  hope- 
less case,  and  no  time  spent  on  him.  If  he  was  fo> 
the  party,  why,  of  course,  no  time  was  spent  on 
him,  only  to  see  that  he  was  at  work  for  the  cause. 
But  if  we  came  to  one  that  was  considered  "doubt- 
ful," we  sent  one,  whom  we  thought  had  most  in- 
fluence over  him,  and  if  he  could  not  be  persuaded 
to  go  to  the  election  and  vote  for  our  party  or 
man,  then  we  tried  to  keep  him  away  from  the 
election.  If  he  was  a  poor  man  we  hired  him  to  do 
a  job  of  work  that  day;  we  would  tell  him  that  the 
election  was  of  but  little  importance. 

But  the  "  indifferent  "  or  "  floating  "  man  had  to 
be  carefully  watched.  We  would  tell  him,  "  the 
election  is  very  important,"  especially  if  we  were 
sure  he  would  vote  right,— our  way.  Certain  men 
of  the  caucus  were  to  look  after  so  many  voters, 
and  use  every  available  effort  for  success. 

Some  things  connected  with  a  political  caucus 
are  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  "  children  of 
light."  I  refer  especially  to  the  zeal.  If  we  were 
as  aggressive  in  working  for  Jesus,  winning  souls 
to  Christ  as  the  politician  is  to  win  votes  for  his 
party,  the  borders  of  Zion  would  be  greatly  en- 
larged. 

Organization  is  necessary  to  success  in  anything, 
—even  working  for  Jesus.  The  children  of  this 
world  are  organized  in  the  various  secret  societies. 
The  children  of  popular  Christianity  are  organized 
into  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Baptist  Young  People's 
Union,  Epwdrth  League,  Christian  Endeavor,  Boys' 
Brigade,  I.  N.  H.  and  I.  A.  H.  Circle. 
i  We  can  not  say  that  secret  societies  are  no  bene- 
'  fit  to  the  children  of  darkness,  but  we  fail  to  see 
wherein  the  Lord  is  glorified  by  them,  hence  it  is 
no  place  for  those  who  are  working  for  Jesus.  In 
the  many  so-called  Christian  Societies,  Unions, 
Leagues  and  Circles,  seemingly  good  is  being 
done.  Men  and  women,  with  any  kind  of  faith,  or 
no  faith  at  all,  can  find  homes  in  them,  and  soon 
they  can  train  their  consciences  to  believe  that 
these  societies  are  sufficient  to  carry  them  to  heav- 

The  inquiry  is  daily  coming  up,  "  Can  I  live  a 
Christian  life  outside  of  the  church?  "  Those  peo- 
ple are  told  just  about  what  they  want  to  hear, 
"  Yes,  you  can  be  just  as  good  a  Christian  outside 
of  the  church  as  in  it,  but  it  is  your  duty  to  join  a 
church  and  use  your  influence  thire." 

Christ  built  the  church,  Matt.  16:  18,  but  man 
built  her  societies.  Christ  gave  us  the  conditions 
of  salvation,  Mark  16:  16.  Man  has  left  out  those 
useless  (?)  conditions  and  given  us  more  admirable 
(?)  conditions.  These  societies  are  so  near  work- 
ing for  Jesus,  that,  if  it  were  possible,  the  very 
elect  would  be  deceived.  As  before  stated,  we 
need  organization,  and  we  have  the  church,  as  or- 
ganized by  Jesus,  with  all  the  blessed  privileges  of 
doing  good  in  his  name.  Our  greatest  need  is  zeal 
and  judgment  enough  to  work  for  Jesus.  Elders 
and  ministers  should  encourage  young  and  old  to 
work  for  Jesus  in  saving  souls.  We  have  not  been 
trained  to  work  as  we  should.  This  is  one  reason 
why  our  work  in  cities  has  not  been  more  success- 
ful. May  the  Lord  help  us  to  be  workers  for  him 
in  saving  souls! 
Roanoke,  La. 

THE  MARKS  OF  THE  LORD  JESUS. 

A  writer,  in  the  Christian  at  Work,  gives  this 
explanation  of  Gal.  6:  17: 

"  At  the  close  of  his  Epistle  to  the  Galatians  he 
says:  '  Henceforth  let  no  man  trouble  me,  for  I 
bear  in  my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.'    What  does  this  mean?     Let  me  translate 


it  for  the  reader  more  literally:  '  For  I   bear  in  my 
body  the  brand  of  my  master,  Jesus  Christ.'     The 
word  Kyrios,  rightly  translated  Lord,  means  in  this 
connection  the  legal  owner  or  possessor,  the  hus- 
band of  the  wife,  the  father  of  the  child,  the  patron 
of  his  freedman.     Stigmata  is  the  common  word  for 
the  brand,  or   mark,   with    which  masters    marked 
slaves,    especially   those   who    had    run    away    or 
showed   signs   of   so    doing.     But   there    is    much 
more  to  be  said  than  this.     In  the  very  numerous 
records  (on  fragments  of  marble)  of  manumissions 
found  at  Delphi  and  at  other  shrines  in  Greece,  we 
have  learned  the  legal  process  by  which  a  slave 
gained  his  own  liberty.     He  did  not  bring  his  mas- 
ter his  earnings,  and  obtain  his  freedom  with  his  re- 
ceipt for  the  money.    He  went  to  the  temple  of 
the  god,  and  there  paid  in  his  money  to  the  priests; 
they  then  with  this  money  bought  the  slave  from 
his  master  on  the  part  of  the  god.     He  became,  for 
the  rest  of  his  life  a  slave  of  the  god,  which   meant 
practically  freedom  subject  to  certain  periodical  re- 
ligious duties.     If,  at  any  future  time,  his  master  or 
his  master's  heirs  reclaimed  him,  he  had  the  record 
of  the  transaction  in  the  temple.     But  on  one  point 
these  documents  are  silent.     If  he  traveled,  if  he 
were  far  from  home,  and  was  seized  as  a  runaway 
slave,  what  security  could  he  have?     1   believe  St. 
Paul  gives  us  the  solution.     When  liberated  at  the 
temple,  the   priest,  if  he  desired  it,  branded  him 
ith  the  stigmata  of  his  new  master,  Apollo.     Now 
St.  Paul's  words  acquire  a  new  and  striking  appli- 
cation.    He  had  been  the  slave  of  sin;  but  he  had 
been  purchased  by  Christ,  and  his  new  liberty  con- 
sisted in  his  being  the  slave  of  Christ.     Henceforth, 
he  says,  let  no  man  attempt  to  reclaim  me;   I  have 
been  marked   on  my  body  with  the-  brand  of  my 
new  master,  Jesus  Christ.     Probably  he  referred  to 
the  many  scars  he  bore  of  his  persecutions." 


A  few  pleasant  words,  a  warm  hand-clasp,  a  co 
dial   letter,  are  mighty   in  their   influence   on   the 

ves  of  those  about  us,  adding  a  ray  of  hope  to 
...any  disconsolate  hearts,  giving  a  bit  of  courage 
to  disappointed,  weary  ones  and  helping  to  make 
our  own  lives  sweeter  at  the  same  time.  It  is  gen- 
erally a  lack  of  consideration  which  makes  one  for- 
get the  tiny  pleasantries,  but  lack  of  consideration 
is  really  one  form  of  selfishness. 


^THE  *  SUNDAY  *  SCHOOLS 

LESSON  LIQHT-PLASHES. 
The  Temple  Dedicated.— 1  Kings  8:  54-63. 

(Lesson  for  Nov.  8, 1806.) 

Through  the  wisdom  of  God,  as  bestowed  upon 
is  servant  Solomon,  the  ingenuity  of  man  and  the 
■ealth  of  the  world  were  drafted  and  blended  in 
onstructing  the  most  magnificent  temple  ever 
.ompleted  through  human  agency,  because  made 
after  the  Divine  pattern,  and  for  God's  own  special 
purpose.  The  time  has  now  come  for  setting  it 
apart  for  the  special  purpose  intended,  for  the 
dwelling  place  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  There  was 
his  name  to  be  recorded.  As  was  afterwards  said 
by  his  servant:  '  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple: 
let  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  keep  silence  before 


The  first  thing  we  notice  in  the  dedicatory  serv- 
ice is  the  wonderfully  full  and  comprehensive 
prayer,  made  by  Solomon,  as  given  in  verses  24  to 
54.  It  forms  a  beautiful  introduction  to  the  lesson 
and  should  be  made  a  part  of  it.  A  most  remarka- 
ble prayer  it  is. 

I.  He  supplicates  that  the  eyes  of  the  Lord 
should  always  be  turned  towards  this  place.  2.  He 
supplicates  for  all  the  possible  conditions  and  cir- 
cumstances into  which  his  people  could  get,  so 
that  when  they  would  repent  and  turn  their  eyes 
towards  the  temple,  the  Lord  would  hear,  forgive 
and  restore.  Even  the  strangers  that  would  come 
in  among  them  were  not  forgotten.  It  shows  the 
great  estimate-placed  upon  the  huuse  by  Solomon. 


This  is  further  shown  by  the  largeness  of  the  sac- 
rifice that  was  made  in  connection  with  the  dedica- 
tion. From  this  we  may  learn  that  we  should  not 
be  sparse  and  stingy  in  our  offering  to  the  Lord. 

The  question  too  often  is,  with  us,  Why  all  this 
trouble  and  expense?  Generally  we  first  see  that 
our  own  personal  wants  are  attended  to,  and  we 
give  to  the  Lord,  of  that  which  is  left.  Instead  of 
giving  to  the  Lord  of  the  best  of  our  flocks  and 
fields,  we  are  disposed  to  give  the  lean,  the  crip- 
ples, and  the  least.  This  was  not  the  way  with 
Solomon.  In  the  building,  the  best  of  stones, 
wood,  and  metals  were  used,  and  the  most  skilled 
workmen  were  employed.  The  best  of  everything 
was  used  because  the  preciousness  of  the  work,  to 
him,  exceeded  anything  else.  His  willingness  to 
do  and  sacrifice  was  measured  by  the  love  and  ap- 
preciation he  had  for  the  house  which  he  was 
building. 

So  is  measured  what  we  do  for  the  Lord.  When 
it  comes  into  our  hearts  to  do  him  service,  through 
love,  nothing  is  too  hard  to  do,  or  too  precious  to 
give.  Wc  do  it  gladly  and  willingly.  We  love  to 
do  it  because  we  love  the  One  for  whom  we  do. 
And  when  we  do  this  to  the  ultimate  of  our  possi- 
bilities, we  show  only  a  small  appreciation  for  that 
which  has  been  done  for  us. 

After  performing  all  the  labor  and  expending  all 
the  means  used,  Solomon  now  dedicates  the  whole 
of  it  to  the  Lord,  for  his  service.  The  house  was 
thus  set  apart  for  his  service,— consecrated,— and 
to  be  held  sacred,  as  the  holy  place  where  the  Lord 
could  dwell  in  very  presence. 

As  Israel  was  to  look  upon  this  temple  as  being 
a  most  holy  place,  so  we  should  set  apart  our  hous- 
es of  worship  as  being  places  of  sacred  interest, 
where  we  can  expect  the  Divine  presence  come 
near  to  his  seat,  and  feast  on  his  love.  While  the 
Lord  is  pleased  to  meet  his  children  anywhere  and 
everywhere,  if  we  come  to  him  with  trusting  hearts, 
yet  there  are  places  where  he  comes  to  us  in  a  spe- 
tnner,  and  the  more  abundantly  breaks  unto 
lis  the  Bread  of  Life.  But  to  have  the  Lord 
accept  our  houses  as  his  stopping  places  they  must 
be  dedicated  and  consecrated  to  his  service.  And 
then  a  zealous  care  must  be  kept  over  them,  so  that 
they  do  not  become  defiled  by  that  which  we  take 
into  them,— all  kinds  of  gambling,  chancing,  mer- 
chandising and  everything  that  is  foreign  to  the 
services  of  the  Lord's  house.  When  we  go  to 
church  with  our  hearts  filled  with  our  daily  busi- 
ness,— raising,  harvesting,  and  selling  our  crops, — 
if  we  are  buying  and  making  gain,  though  no  one 
can  see  it,  yet  the  Lord  sees  and  knows,  and  we  are 
polluting  the  Lord's  house  as  badly  as  did  the 
Jews  in  the  time  of  Christ.  The  spirit  of  the  dedi- 
cation must  come  from  our  hearts,  and  our  bodies, 
which  are  temples  for  the  Holy  Ghost,  must  be 
first  consecrated,  before  our  churchhouses  can  be 
thus  consecrated. 

Our  bodies  are  given  us  as  homes  for  the  soul 
and  also  that  we  may  have  the  Divine  presence 
with  us.  Until  we,  through  saving  grace,  are  con- 
verted, our  bodies  are  polluted  with  sin  and  full  of 
uncleanness.  In  our  conversion  and  being  born 
again,  we  are  cleansed,  and  we  consecrate  our- 
selves, body  and  soul,  to  the  Lord.  In  doing  this 
we  dedicate  our  bodies  as  temples  to  the  Lord,  for 
his  service,  and  that  he  may  dwell  with  us.  To  do 
this  requires  a  sacrifice.  Solomon  made  an  exceed- 
ingly large  one,— how  large  a  one  do  we  make? 
••  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  God.  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you?  If  any 
man  defile  the  temple  of  God,  him  shall  God  de- 
stroy; for  the  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple 
ye  are."  As  Solomon  made  large  sacrifices  in  dedi- 
cating the  temple  to  the  Lord,  so  we  should  be 
willing  to  make  large  sacrifices  in  dedicating  our- 
selves to  his  service,  that  we  may  be  fit  for  the 
Master's  use  and  that  we  may  enjoy  the  continued 
presence  of  Christ  and  the  comforting  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  There  is  nothing  that  will  keep 
our  lives  so  completely  in  harmony  with  the  Christ- 
life  as  to  even  feel  that  our  bodies  are  indeed  the 
temple  of  God.  «■  "•  B' 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    of    Reading. 
jFiHST  yeah. 

1.  "Crisis  ol  MIsslonH,"  cloth,  I1.04;  pnpor 34  cents 

s.  "Llle  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper IS  cents 

4.  "Nonsuch  ProleMor,"  cloth 83  cent: 

SECOKO    YEAH. 

5.  "Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  84 cents;  paper 34  cents 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Moflat,"  cloth.  27  cents;  pnpor ic  cents 

7.  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  clotl 65  cents 

THItlii    YEAR. 
0,  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth »i  ot 

10.  "Llteot  Robert  Morrison."  cloth.      70  cents 

11.  "Do  Not  Say,"  and  "Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-38,  .  ....  10  cools 

12.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth,  68 cents;  paper 33  cents 

tVPrices,  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ol  Heading  Circle  only 

All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

EXBCUTIVB  Cohmittbh  of  RF.ADINr.  CiRCLH.-W.  B.  Stover.  Bulsnr, 
India;  11.  M.  Barwlck,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover.  Waynes- 
boro. Pa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  J.  M.  Nell.  Frultdale.  Ala 

OFFICERS  of  Reading  Circle.— President.  W.  B.  Stover  Bulsar.  Ind, 
Treasurer.  Chalice  W.  Bnkcr.  Wayncaboro,  Pa.;  Secretary.  Edith  R.  New, 
comer.  Waynesboro.  Pa,,— to  whom  all  communications  concerning  the 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Brethren'*  I'uhllslUng  to..  Mount  Morris,  111. 


THE  BLESSING  OF  WORK. 


In  this  world, — 'lis  the  best  you  get  at  all; 
For  God  in  cursing  gives  us  better  gifts 
Than  man  in  benediction.     God  says,  "Sweat 
For  foreheads;  "  men  say  "Crowns,"  and  so  we  ar 
Aye,  gnashed  by  some  tormenting  circle  of  steel, 
Which  snaps  with  secret  spring.     Get  work!     Gel 


OEMS  WORTH  READINO. 

BY  SADIE  BRALLIER  NOFFSINGER. 

Those  who  have  not  become  attached  to  mis- 
sions are  living  beneath  their  possibilities.  The 
supreme  desire  of  every  Christian  should  be  to 
evangelize  the  world.  "  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son."  Do  we  so 
love  the  Son  that  we  are  willing  to  consecrate  our 
lives  to  promote  his  blessed  cause,  and  follow  in 
the  footsteps  of  the  one  true  missionary? 

We  need  to  be  educated  along  this  line,  and 
those  who  miss  the  benefits  of  our  Missionary 
Reading  Circle,  miss  much.  Let  all  the  Local  Sec- 
retaries go  to  work,  reach  in  every  direction  and 
get  the  people  interested.  Let  us  read  up  the  sub- 
ject of  missions,  pray  for  the  cause  of  missions  and 
labor  more  effectually  for  the  furtherance  of  mis- 
sions. Eternity  will  tell  the  results  and  mete  out 
the  rewards. 

The  following  are  some  extracts  gleaned  from 
"The  Nonsuch  Professor,"  a  valuable  book  in 
our  reading  course.  It  is  replete  with  rich  spir- 
itual gems,  and  no  one  can  read  it  without  grow- 
ing in  the  sublimer  graces  of  the  heart  and  soul. 
It  is  truly  a  wonderful  book! 

The  rich  man's  superfluity  was  ordained  to  re- 
lieve the  poor  man's  necessity.  A  lady,  on  giving 
sixpence  to  a  beggar,  accosted  him  thus:  "I  have 
now  given  you  more  than  God  ever  gave  me." 

The  beggar  replied;  "No,  madam,  God  hath 
given  you  all  your  abundance." 

"That  is  your  mistake,"  said  she,  "for  he  hath 
only  lent  it  to  me  that  I  might  bestow  it  on  such  as 
you." 

"  Then  shall  the  King  say  to  them  on  his  right 
hand,  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  For  I  was  an  hungered  and  ye  gave  me 
meat;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  me  drink."  Mer- 
cy is  the  queen  of  beauty  and  the  blessed  offspring 
of  the  King  of  Glory! 

"Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the 
Father  is  this,  To  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in 
their  affliction,  and  keep  himself  unspotted  from 
the  world."  The  flames  of  piety  towards  God 
must  be  accompanied  with  the  incense  of  charity 
towards  man.  Mercy  is  so  good  a  servant  that  it 
will  not  suffer  its  master  to  die  a  beggar. 


Another  singular  action  of  a  sanctified  Christian 
is  to  be  a  father  to  all  in  charity  and  yet  a  servant 
to  all  in  humility. 

When  I  consider  that  our  hearts  are  no  softer,  I 
wonder  that  the  times  are  no  harder.  It  is  a  re- 
proach to  many  rich  men  that  God  should  give 
them  so  much,  and  that  they  should  give  the  poor 
so  little. 

Wherefore  doth  the  Lord  make  your  cup  run 
over,  but  that  other  men's  lips  might  taste  the  liq- 
uor? The  showers  that  fall  upon  the  highest 
mountains  should  glide  into  the  lowest  valleys. 
"  Give  and  it  shall  be  given  you,"  is  a  maxim  little 
believed. 

God  who  could  have  made  all  men  rich,  made 
most  men  poor,  that  the  poor  might  have  Christ 
for  an  example  of  patience,  and  the  rich  for  an 
example  of  goodness.  Cruelty  is  one  of  the  high- 
est scandals  to  piety;  for,  instead  of  turning  lions 
into  lambs,  it  turns  lambs  into  lions. 

He  that  hath  put  off  the  bowels  of  compassion, 
hath  put  off  the  badge  of  election.  Many  can 
love  at  their  tongue's  end,  but  the  godly  love  at 
their  fingers'  end.  Your  benevolence  should  seek 
the  poor  before  the  poor  seek  your  benevolence. 

Those  who  have  drained  their  own  wells  dry,  in 
order  to  fill    the   poor   man's   cistern,   shall    never 
perish  for  want  of  water  to  quench  their  thirst. 
*  *  * 
The   hope  of   living   long    on   earth   should   not 
make   you  ^covetous;    but    the     hope   of    living   in 
heaven  should  make  you  bounteous.    Though  the 
sun  of  charity  rise  at  home,  yet  it  should  always 
set  abroad. 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


VALUE  OF  TIME. 


BY  MARTHA  E.  HILARY. 

Time  is  given  to  all  things  under  the  sun.  Each 
one  of  us  is  intrusted  with  a  few  short  years;  but 
be  our  allotted  time  long  or  short,  we  must  not 
waste  it,  for  it  points  out  our  destiny  as  it  marks 
out  our  present  existence.  Little  by  little  the 
sands  of  time  pass  into  the  hour-glass  of  our 
life,  and  measure  the  brevity  of  human  existence. 
Great  is  the  value  of  the  time  wasted  by  the  prof- 
ligate, and  the  blessings  to  be  secured  through 
the  efforts  of  the  student  and  lover  of  the  Author 
of  time  are  too  little  appreciated. 

The  improving  of  time  is  the  gaining  of  knowl- 
edge. By  reading  and  studying  we  make  discov- 
eries that  broaden  the  field  of  enterprise  and  launch 
us  out  into  the  surging  sea  of  humanity,  where 
there  is  work  for  all.  We  look  yonder,  through 
the  mists  of  time,  and  but  a  glimpse  tells  us  our 
brother  is  wandering  about  bewildered.  Quickly 
we  make  our  lamps  to  burn  brighter,  that  some 
beams  may  reach  that  benighted  soul.  We  look 
and  listen  again.  From  far  away  come  the  echoes 
of  a  cry  of  despair.  Quick  we  man  the  life-boat 
and  the  sufferer  is  saved.  Otherwise, — if  we  re- 
main dormant,— he  will  only  drift  away,  and  at 
last,  with  other  shipwrecked  souls,  sink  in  the  mire 
of  sin  and  destruction. 

"  Time  once  lost  can  never  be  gained  again." 
How  important,  then,  that  great  .care  should  be 
taken  with  this  precious  gift!  We  may  not  seem 
to  need  the  moments  as  they  are  passing  by,  but 
some  time  we  will  sigh  for  only  one  moment  of 
time,  and  in  vain  look  back  over  the  past,  only  to 
find  all  that  is  valuable,  gone  and  wasted.  The 
showers  that  refresh  the  fields  to-day  will  not  come 
back  to-morrow,  so  the  time  that  is  lost  to-day  is 
lost  forever.  No  lesson  for  to-day  will  dare  be  de- 
ferred until  to-morrow,  for  to-morrow  and  each 
day  has  a  lesson  for  itself. 

If  we  improve  time,  time  will  improve  as,  and 
when  in  the  right,  there  should  be  great  pel-sever- 
ance, for  nothing  great  is  over  attained  without  a 
persistent   effort.     When    difficulties    confront     us, 


we  must  pass  around  them  just  as  the  waters 
around  the  rocks  that  are  higher  than  they. 

To  be  successful  we  must  pay  attention  onl 
to  the  object  aimed  at.  If  we  search  for  gold 
must  dig  in  a  gold-mine;  if  we  seek  honor,  Wj 
must  do  that  which  merits  it;  and  if  we  desire  t 
obtain  reward,  now  and  forever,  we  must  follow  him 
who  has  said:  "  I  am  the  way  the  truth  and  the  life " 

We  have  read  of  many  prominent  persons  start- 
ing in  life  poor,  but  with  a  determination  to  do 
good;  and  now  we  are  permitted  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  their  labor.  But  the  greatest  work  of  all,  is  that 
of  our  Savior.  With  sadness  we  behold  him  bleed- 
ing on  the  cross,  but  it  does  not  end  thus,  for  all  is 
turned  to  joy  when  we  see  Christ  ascending  in  all 
glory,  to  join  the  heavenly  band,  and  there  he  is 
now  awaiting  to  help  every  earnest  seeker  after 
knowledge. 

What  an  example  of  improving  time  is  set  before 
us  by  Christ!  Only  a  few  years  of  work  and  he 
saves  a  world  from  ruin.  It  is  said  of  him:" In 
due  time  Christ  died  for  the  ungodly."  He  did  it 
duly,  promptly  and  fully. 

Now  the  question  comes  to  each  of  us,  How  do 
we  value  our  time?  Let  us  remember  that  our 
every  word  and  action  will  meet  us  at  the  judg- 
ment, and  will  then  either  witness  for  us,  or  against 
us.  With  a  firm  and  skillful  hand,  may  we  ever 
carve  deep  the  rocks  of  time,  that  our  works  may 
never  vanish,  but  lead  us  to  eternal  day! 

Worlhington,  Minn. 


LITTLE  THINGS. 


BY  R.  T.  AKERS. 


This  subject  is  very  important.  A  small  spark 
will  kindle  a  great  fire.  A  little  leak  will  sink  a 
large  ship.  A  little  leaven  will  leaven  the  whole 
lump.     A  little  sin  will  ruin  an  immortal  soul. 

Well  might  Solomon  say,  "  Take  us  the  foxes, 
the  little  foxes,  that  spoil  the  vines."  Cant.  2:  15. 
No  man,  we  believe,  intends  to  be  so  wicked  at 
his  first  commencing,  but  does  one  thing  whicfc 
he  thinks  is  very  little  indeed,  and  so  it  may  be,  9 
but  it  is  a  link,  and  soon  there  is  another  link,  aur/ 
after  a  while  he  adds  another,  and  finally  his 
chain  will  be  long  enough  to  bind  him  in  hell, 

There  are  two  ways  of  going  to  destruction, 
One  way,  we  believe,  is  to  go  right  on  with  our 
eyes  open.  Perhaps  few  people  go  to  ruin  in  this 
way;  the  great  majority  probably  go  down  the 
steps  of  little  sins.  The  devil  does  not  want  us 
to  do  a  gross  crime  at  the  first,  but  persuades  us 
that  a  little  wrong  will  be  easily  repented  of,  and  in 
that  way  he  leads  us  on,  and  finally  he  claims  us 
as  his  own  and  gives  us,  in  compensation  for  our 
labors,  eternal  punishment. 

Moses  did  not  think  that  to  smite  the  rock  when 
the  Lord  commanded  him  to  speak  to  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  him  from  entering  the  Prom- 
ised Land,  but  God  only  permitted  him  to  go  up 
on  Mount  Nebo  and  view  that  goodly  land.  So  we 
may  be  shut  out  of  heaven  by  committing  just  one 
little  sin. 

Alum  Ridge,  Va. 


"The  Rothschild  millions  were  started  on  a  solid 
foundation,— that  of  integrity.  Mayor  Rothschild 
was  a  broker  in  a  small  way.  He  lived  in  humble 
style  and  was  content  with  small  earnings.  The 
Revolution  raged,  and  the  French  were  at  the 
gates  of  the  city.  One  dark  and  stormy  night  the 
Landgrave  knocked  at  the  door  of  the  bankers 
house  and  said:  '  Here  are  my  treasures,  my  jewels, 
with  three  million  thalers.  I  must  fly!  You  are 
honest   and  are  too  poor  to  be  suspected.    Keep 


this  fortune  till  better  times.'     The  city  was  sac 


ked, 


nd  the  house  of  the  Rothschilds  was  not  spar 
Long  after,  the  Landgrave  knocked  at  the  bank- 
er's door  and  said:  '  Peace  has  come  at  last,  but  I 
am  penniless.  Will  you  lend  me  a  small  sum? 
'  I  will  loan  you,'  said  the  banker,  '  three  milh°° 
of  thalers.  I  lost  my  own  money,  but  kept  yours- 
I  used  it  as  capital.  Out  of  it  I  have  made  a  for- 
tune. And  now  I  return  your  money  with  five  per 
cent  interest  for  its  use.'  " 
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Contentment  with  godliness  is  great  gain,  but 
contentment  that  simply  allows  things  to  take  their 
course,  indifferent  of  results,  is  better  called  stag 
nation.  Religious  life  is  a  day-to-day  building, 
that  finds  its  satisfied  content  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  good  we  have  tried  to  do. 


The  Stundist  movement  is  said  to  be  advancing 
rapidly  in  Southern  Russia. 

Rest  is  not  always  found  in  cessation  from  toil, 
but  is  often  obtained  in  the  turmoil  of  action  that 
makes  us  forget.  _ 

Zim's  Herald  reports  that  Rev.  Hugh  Price 
Hughes,  of  London,  strenuously  opposes  long  ser- 
mons, except  from  men  who  can  make  them  as 
broad,  deep  and  high  as  they  are  long. 


Before  the  musician  can  produce  a  perfect  piece 
of  music  his  instruments  must  be  in  tune,  and  so, 
in  a  perfect  life,  all  discord  of  hate,  envy,  and  all 
other  unlovely  attributes  must  be  eliminated. 


Is  it  possible  to  have  a  church  in  which  all  the 
members  are  a  unit  in  feeling  and  sentiment 
toward  each  other?  It  is  thought  to  be  impossible, 
though  there  are  times  when  it  seems  a  reality.  It 
is  the  same  as  taking  a  hundred  clocks  and  setting 
them  to  going  all  at  once,  and  all  at  the  right  time. 
Some  time  it  may  be  that  with  all  the  losing  and 
gaining  they  will  point  the  same  hour  at  the  same 
moment.  But  the  individual  characteristics  of  the 
mechanism  of  the  clocks  will  soon  assert  them- 
selves and  there  will  be  a  gain  and  loss.  If  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a  hundred  dead  pieces  of  mech- 
anism work  alike,  how  can  we  expect  it  of  a  hun- 
dred complex  minds? 


Can -a  Christian  be  irritable  and  peevish?  Un- 
fortunately, yes,  and  for  the  reason  that  ill-nature 
is  often  a  result  of  bodily  defect,  and  Christianity 
is  always  a  moral  quality,  they  may  modify  one 
another,  though  they  may  not  efface  each  other 
wholly.  m 

They  say  that  when  people  come  to  die,  their 
past  comes  in  review  before  them,  and  there  is 
much  to  regret.  May  it  not  be  that,  after  death, 
the  angels  will  show  us  our  good  side,  and  the  lit- 
tle things  we  attached  no  importance  to,  but  which 
let  us  into  the  kingdom? 


aot  always 


?ho  are  the  best   Christians? 

noisy,    assertive,    but   oftener  the   quiet    man, 
3  is  like  a  stream  in  the  meadow,  that  goes  sing- 
on  its  way,   never   overflowing  its  banks,  and 
ng  its  quiet  work  summer  and  winter. 
"  Kind  hearts  are  mon 
And  simple  faith  tha 


A  missionary  to  Japan,  reports  that  a  copy  of 
the  New  Testament  was  once  given  to  a  man  con- 
nected with  the  railway  service  in  Tokyo.  He 
did  not  care  for  Christianity,  and,  without  examin- 
ing what  it  contained,  began  to  use  it  for  waste 
paper.  But  one  day  he  chanced  to  see  the  words, 
"  Love  your  enemies,"  and  he  was  so  struck  with 
this  new  idea  that  he  felt  a  deep  longing  to  know 
more  of  this  strange  doctrine  which  he  was  now 
convinced  must  be  very  good.  Then  he  went  to 
the  Uyeno  Mission,  and  asked  for  another  and  com- 
plete copy  of  the  New  Testament,  so  that  he 
would  be  able  to  learn  all  that  the  book  contained. 
A  copy  was  given  to  him,  and  he  read  it  with  great 
care.  The  result  was,  not  only  his  own  conversion, 
but  that  of  his  whole  family.  Not  long  after  his 
wife  died  a  Christian  death,  and  he  and  the  rest  of 
the  family  are  connected  with  one  of  the  churches 
in  that  city.  _   

MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  SEPTEMBER,  1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
ately, giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
ith  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


church,  $61.12;  D.  L.  Miller,  for  Mississinewa  church, 
$17.50;  total *  86  56 

Pennsylvania. — Lewistown  church,  $0.31;  D.  Hostet- 
ler,  Chambersburg,  $5;  Roaring  Springs  Sunday 
school,  $4;  total $  18  31 

Illinois.— Mary  Hester,  Mansfield,  $1;  Milmine 
church,  Cerrogordo,  $6  20;  total S     7  20 

Iowa.— Sheldon  Sunday  school,  £5,75;  total $    5  75 

Virginia— A  brother,  Hollins,$2.5o;  a  sister  of  Sang- 
erville,  12;  total S    4  5° 

Total $123  57 

ASIA    MINOR   MISSION   FUND. 
( To  61  used  In  the  Minion  in  Alia  Minor.) 

Pennsylvania.— A  sister,  Lititz,  $1;  Good  Will 
church  in  Lost  Creek  congregation,  $6;  Minnie  B. 
Howe,  Maitland.si.6o;  J.  T.  Emmert,  Waynesboro,  $1; 
George  S.  Rowland,  Mountvillc,  $10;  total S  19  60 

Ohio—  Margaret  Scchrist,  $5;  Calvin  McNelly,  Si; 
Barbara  Lehman,  Pioneer,  S2;  Maple  Grove  church,  S9; 
total $1700 

Indiana.— Middle  Fork  church,  $4;  South  Bend 
church,  SI. 50;  total, S    S  So 

Illinois. — Hudson  church,  00  cents;  Mrs.  S.  C.  Bank- 
man,  S2;  Eureka  Sunday  school,  Si. 84;  total S    4  74 

Virginia^ — Maggie'Frederiek,  si;  total S    1  00 

Iowa, — Franklin  County  Sunday  school,  57  cents; 
total S       57 


Total,. 


{Used  only  joe  Pi 

Ohio—  Interest,    Jai 

total 

Iowa — Wil 


1  TRACT  PUI. 
71  and  Dillrlbn 
'.,    Wenger,    Dayti 


of  Ten 


Fike,    Eagle    Centre,    Interest,  S6; 

S 

Yellow  Creek  church,  S3.65 ;  Sugar  Creek 

$ 

W.    Brower, 


Illinois. 
church,  36  cents;  total 

Pennsylvania.— A    sister,    Lititz, 
Springs  City,  Interest,  $1 ;  total 

Indiana.— Goshen  City  Sunday  school,  62  cents;  M 
Fanny  Myers,  1$  cents;  total, 


Total, 


Those  who  read  the  life  of  Christ  carefully,  can- 
not fail  to  note  that  much  of  his  time  was  spent  in 
alleviating  the  personal  and  material  wants  of  those 
around  him,  and  with  whom  he  was  thrown  into 
contact.  The  lesson  we  learn  from  this  is  that 
one  phase  of  an  imitation  of  the  life  of  Christ,  is 
in  helping  those  nearest  to  us  in  the  best  way  that 
we  can. 

the 


ople 


The  average  loss  of  life  from  lightning,  i: 
United  States,  is  twenty-four  persons  a  year 
the  loss  of  property  amounts  to  S  1,500,000.  Pi 
living  in  cities  and  thickly-built  towns  run  but  lit- 
tle risk,  while  the  danger  to  those  living  in  the 
suburbs  and  the  country  is  five  times  greater. 
There  is  more  danger  in  the  edge  of  a  dense  grove 
than  in  the  center  of  it. 


There  are  some  lives  that  stand  out  clear  and 
distinct  as  perfect  poems.  The  most  careless  ob- 
server notes  their  symmetry  and  perfection.  What 
is  the  secret  of  these  white  lives?  There  is  but 
°ne  answer, — nearness  to  God,  and  he  comes  to  all 
who  seek  him.  We  may  not  be  able  to  paint  a 
Perfect  picture,  or  write  a  perfect  poem,  but  with 
a  struggle  it  is  possible  to  live  an  approximately 
Perfect  life.  ^___ 

It  becomes  him  who  builds  to  do  it  lastingly. 
In  our  material  surroundings  this  fact  is  well  recog- 
nized, but  does  not  always  stand  out  in  its  true 
Proportions  in  our  spiritual  affairs.  We  are  too 
prone  to  leave  undone  and  slight  the  things  that 
are  greatest  of  all.  We  are  here  on  this  earth  for 
a  little  while,  building  for  the  next,  and  the  next 
world  is  Eternity.  It  is  well  to  remember  this 
fact  in  our  daily  vocations  and  avocations. 


(Used  only  for  Mission  in  U.  S.,  Denmark  and  Sweden.) 

Indiana— Goshen  City  Sunday  school,  SI.24;  Port- 
age church,  S4.30;  Springfield  church,  S14.5°:  Ee' 
River  church  and  Sunday  school,  $15.58;  Baugo 
church,  S6.95;  Denmark  Sunday  school,  S3.21;  South 
Bend  church,  $25-88;  total S  7'  66 

Iowa—  Pleasant  Hill  church,  S1.55;  A.  D.  Nicode- 
mus,  Kingsley,  S2;  Franklin  church,  $2  70;  Fairview 
church,  SH.26;  South  Waterloo  church,  S25;  Mt.  Etna 
church,  S4.75;  Garrison  church,  S6.90;  Int.,  David  and 
Sarah  J.  lkenberry,  S4;  total S  58  16 

Ohio-  Greenspring  church,  S6.41;  Maple  Grove 
church,  Sg;  Upper  Stillwater  church,  S10.35;  Barbary 
Lehman,  Pioneer,  Si ;  Canton  church,  S27.47;  '°tal S  54  23 

Pennsylvania— A  sister,  Lititz,  $4;  Koontz  church, 
S6.09;  Harvest  Meeting  at  Artemas,  S4;  J.  H.  Brum- 
baugh, Hyndman,  50  cents;  Walnut  Grove  Sunday 
school,  S8.25;  York  Sunday  school,  S6.89;  Upper  Dublin 
church,  S8.25;  Union  church  of  New  Jersey  or  East- 
ern District  of  Pennsylvania,  S6.05;  George  S.  Rowland, 
Mountville,  Sio;  total S  54  03 

Illinois—  Joseph  A.  Price,  Mt.  Morris,  S5;  Arnold's 
Grove  church,  S3.40;  Hudson  church,  55  cents;  Sarah 
Keller,  Leeseburg,  SI ;  Panther  Creek  church,  S6.84;  O. 
Watson  and  family,  Sterling,  S12;  Mattie  Davis,  As- 
toria 25  cents;  Sugar  Creek  church,  54  cents;  Un- 
known,^ cents;  total S  2°63 

Louisiana—  Dora  Flory,  Roanoke,  Sio;  Joe  Suter, 
10  cents;  total ;  '*  I0  IO 

Kansas  —'Evergreen  Sunday  school,  S4.09;  Int..  Eliz- 
abeth Vaniman,  SS: Caney,  Solents;  total S    9  59 

Michigan.— Woodland  church,  S 
West  Virgi 


;  total, - 

total i 

-Barefork  church,  Doddridge  Coun- 


Frederick,      Quicksburg,      $1 


ty.Sl.lo;  total, 

Virginia, — ft 
total, ," 

Idaho.-C.  W.  Tausler,  Belleville,  50  cents;  total, . 

. — No  name,  SI ;  total, 


FOREIGN   MISSIONS. 

/Ww//.i.-Shipshewana  church,  S6.70;  Goshen  City 
Sunday  school,  SI.24;  D.  L.  Miller,  for  Hartlord  City 


( Used  only  for  the  Mission  In  India.) 
Pennsylvania. — A    sister,    Lititz,    Si;    Good     Will 
cliurch,  $6.83;  Franklin  County  Sunday  school,  57  cents; 
J.  T.  Emmert,  Waynesboro,  S2;  George  S.  Roland, 

Mountville,  $10;  total S  20  40 

Indiana—  Yellow  Creek  church,  S18.16;  South  Bend 

church,  81-55;  ""»'. $  ">  7' 

Ohio.— Upper  Stillwater  church,  35  cents;  Barbara 
Lehman,   Pioneer,    $2;   Silver   Creek    church,    S3.52; 

total, *     5  87 

Illinois.— Hudson  church,  $1. 50;  total S     I  50 

Virginia— Maggie      Frederick,     Quicksburg,     Si; 

total *    '  Q0 

Total S  48  48 

ARMENIAN  OKI'HAN  FUND,  ASIA  MINOR. 

Pennsylvania.— Sarah  Tyson,  Lansdale,  S5;  Dr.  S. 
C.  Moyer  and  wife,  Lansdale,  S5I  Pe'er  M.  Frederick 
and  wife,  Lansdale,  Sio;  F.  P.  Cassel  and  wife,  510; 
G.  W.  Kephart,  Altoona,  Sio;  George  S.  Rowland, 
Mountville,  530;  total, $  7°  00 

Illinois.— Sisters'  Sewing  Society,  Mt.  Morris,  S5; 
Lanark  Sunday  school,  $15;  total, S  20  CO 

California.— Fannie  E.  Light,  Pasadena,  $10;  Sisters' 
Sewing  Society,  Lordsburg,  S9  4o;  total S  19  40 

Kansas—  Lydia  Kimmel,  SS;  Laura  McQuoid,  $51 
total, s  I0  °° 

lowa.—S.  N.  McCann,  %-e;  a  sister,  Panther,  S5;  to- 

Missouri.-H.    H.  Slabaugh,  Lamar,  $5;  total,... 

Ohio— A  sister,  $5 ;  total 

Indiaiia.-Vmon  Center  Sunday  school,  Nappane 


■  S    7  < 

■  S    5  < 


Total, 


z.— Maggie     Frederick,     Quicksburg,      $1 


Virgin 

total 

Kansas. Caney,  25  cents;  total,. 


S137  40 
S123  57 
S  72  78 


Home  and  Europi 

India  Fund 

Asia  Minor  Fund, 

Armenian  Orphanage,... 

Foreign  Fund 

Book  and  Tract 

Washington  Meetinghouse -S    '  25 

Total  Mission  Receipts, S725  °9 

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  34,209. 

Gun.  Miss,  and  Tract  Com. 
Mt.  Morris,  III. 
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The  Libertyville  church,  Iowa,  recently  received 
five  into  fellowship,  by  confession  and  baptism, 


Bko.  Silas  Hoover  is  now  engaged  in  a  series 
of  meetings  in  the  County  Line  church,  Allen  Co., 
Ohio.  

Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  is  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Warrensburg,  Mo.  Six  accessions  are 
reported. 

The  new  church  edifice,  at  Cando,  N.  D.,  will 
be  dedicated  Nov.  8.  A  feast  will  be  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  loth. 


Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison's  meetings  at  Mon- 
ae,  Iowa,  closed  Oct.  15,  with  ten  additions  by 
onfession  and  baptism. 


Bro.  Conrad  Fitz  is  to  represent  Southern  Illi- 
nois on  the  next  Standing  Committee.  The  Dis- 
trict sends  four  queries  to  the  Conference. 


Eleven  accessions  to  the  New  Hope  church, 
Indiana,  are  reported;  seven  by  confession  and 
baptism,  one  reclaimed  and  three  by  letter. 


Bro.  J.  G.  McClure,  of  Highland,  Ohio,  now 
wishes  us  to  say  that  the  series  of  meetings  at  that 
place  will  commence  Nov.  12,  instead  of  Dec.  12. 


The  Brethren  are  gathering  in  recruits  in  an  en- 
couraging manner  near  Carlisle,  Ark.  Twelve 
have  been  received  by  confession  and  baptism  this 


When  last  heard  from,  Bro.  A.  C  Wieand  was 
still  continuing  his  series  of  meetings  in  the  Re 
ingham  church,   Mo.,  and  there   were   thirty-eight 


Bro.  Harvey  M.  Barkdoll,  of  the  Napervill, 
congregation,  this  State,  has  arranged  to  accompa- 
ny Bro.  Samuel  C.  Lahman  and  wife  to  Califoi 
and  will  spend  the  winter  at  Glendora. 


Bro.  Jacob  Witmore  still  continues  his  1 
ings  at  Sabetha,  Kans.  So  far,  nine  addition 
reported.  Seven  have  been  baptized,  ont 
claimed  and  another  awaits  the  initiatory  rite. 


One  of  our  evangelists  writes,  "Our  meetings 
here  are  too  dull  to  suit  me.  We  are  much  in  need 
of  more  enthusiasm  in  our  religious  services,  ev- 
erywhere." Who  can  tell  us  how  to  increase  this 
enthusiasm? 

Bko.  J.  R.  Leatherman,  of  Woodley,  on  the 
Indian  River,  Florida,  writes  very  encouragingly 
concerning  the  outlook  at  that  place.  We  trust 
to  soon  hear  of  souls  being  gathered  into  the  fold, 
in  that  genial  clime. 

Bro.  C.  G.  Lint,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  writes:  "I  am 
very  much  pleased  with  the  Messenger.  I  think 
it  is  being  much  improved  in  every  way.  I  be- 
speak for  it  a  much  larger  patronage  since  it  has 
become  our  paper." 

i^Bro.  Peter  Stockman  closed  his  meetings  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.  (Walnut  Grove  church),  Sept.  27, 

th  twenty  accessions,   and  at  Hooversville,  Oct. 

,  with  four  additions  by  baptism  and  one  re- 
claimed.    So  writes  Bro.  P.  J.  Blough. 


Bro.  I.  L.   Berkey  says,   "  An  open  confession  is 
ood  for  the  soul.       I  just   read  your  notice  that 
ster  .Underbill's  article  was  not  intended  for  the 
tinistcrs  to   read.     It   aroused  my  curiosity,  so    I 
could  not  refrain  from  reading  it.     It  has  the  right 
,"  etc.     He  then  strongly  approves  of  the  sen- 
:nt  advanced  in  the  article,  and  thinks,  like  hun- 
dreds of  others,  that  many  of  our  earnest  ministers 
not  receiving  the  aid  they  should  in  order  to 
make  their  work  a  success. 


From  a  political  standpoint,  the  secular  papers 
good  deal   to  say  concerning  the  Brethren 
at  this  time.     We  have  passed   most  of  their  mis- 
representations  by   with   but    little   attention,   but 
the  Baltimore  American  says  that  a  few  years 
ago    our     people    voted    against    the     Prohibition 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania, 
think  it  is  time  for  us  to  come  out  with   a  rig- 
us  denial.     We  do  not  believe  that  our  people 
found   on    the   evil   side    of    a    question    like 
one    referred    to.      It   seems   to   us   that   the 
erican,  by  publishing  such  charges,  is   doing  the 
Brethren  great  injustice,  and  their  attention   should 
be  called  to  it  by  some  of  the  members  living  in 
the  East. 

A  little  encouragement,  now  and  then,  is  good 
for  the  soul.  We  appreciate  letters  like  this, 
though  we  seldom  publish  them.  This  is  a  sample 
of  many  received: 

ire  to  thank  you  for  the  good  you  have  done  me  by 
tings  in  the  Gospel  Messenger.  I  read  a  great 
deal,  and  the  Gospel  Messenger  is  the  best  edited  paper 
I  know.  That  is  not 'taffy'  either.  It  is  the  truth.  lama 
poor  man  with  a  large  family.  At  the  age  of  thirty-eight  I 
was  ordained  to  the  eldership,  and  had  sole  oversight  of  our 
church.    You  know  what  that  means,— hard    work,   trouble, 


headache,  heartache 


ourage: 


You  ha 


ten  helped  me  by  the  silent  power  of  your  writings.  Be 
strengthened  and  encouraged  in  your  work,  and  remember  that 
a  humble  soul  here  is  praying  for  you.  Do  not  take  your 
valuable  time  to  answer  this.  I  have  no  motive  for  writing 
this  but  disinterested  gratefulness.  Do  not  think  that  I  want 
favor  or  to  get  my  articles  into  the  paper.  If  they  do  not  suit, 
throw  them  into  the  waste-basket." 


Some  one  writes,  and  says,  "  I  commenced  meet- 
ing at Oct.   10,  and  have  a  good  interest," 

etc.,  but  forgot  to  sign  his  name.     Brethren,  please 
do  not  forget  either  the  name  or  the  post-office, 


We  have  no  time  to  stop  and  discuss  whether 
foreign  missions  are  right.  That  matter  is  settled. 
We  know  they  are  right,  and  deserve  our  support. 
The  only  question  is  whether  we  will  do  our  part. 


E.  A.  Orr,  formerly  a  minister  in  the  Brethren 
church,  but  who  went  to  the  Baptists  several  years 
ago,  has  not  altogether  forgotten  the  teaching  he 
received  while  with  our  people.  Concerning  one 
of  his  sermons,  preached  in  the  city  a  short  time 
since,  the  Chicago  Record  says:  "  The  discourse 
was  a  direct  thrust  at  politicians  and  political 
methods,  which,  Mr.  Orr  believes,  are  corrupt  and 
have  no  righteous  end.  The  preacher  said  that 
the  political  arena  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a 
school  of  crime,  and  the  future  success  of  the  na- 
tion depends  upon  the  saved  people  and  not  the 
politicians.  He  cited  instances  of  such  corruption, 
and  scored  the  party  leaders.  '  Imagine  Jesus  Christ 
taking  boodle  or  accepting  a  bribe,'  he  said.  '  The 
newspapers  are  injurious  to  a  man's  morals  at  the 
present  time,  and  will  be  until  after  the  election, 
and  a  man  can  never  expect  to  gain  political  emi- 
nence except  through  the  perjury  of  the  soul.'  " 


In  a  communication  to  this  office,  dated  0 
Bro.  Samuel  M.  Wilhelm,  of  Pleasant  Hill  p*  "• 
Co.,  W.  Va.,  speaks  of  Bro.  W.  T.  Sines  and?0' 
man  Lewis  riding  six  miles,  through  snow  and  "•'" 
to  fill  the  monthly  appointment  at  that  place'*"1' 
seems  to  us  that  this  is  rather  early  for  ' 
storms  in  the  East.  But  we  commend  preach* 
who  are  willing  to  face  the  first  snow-storm  for  ill 

cause  of  Christ.     

''One  of  our  exchanges   thinks  that  nothing  h 
ignorance  is  the  reason  for  Mormonism  spread' 
in  parts  of  the  South  where  the  Mormon  lead  ' 
are  gathering  in  the  deluded   converts  by  the  hu 
dreds.     It  seems  strange  that  a  religion,  having,  °0 
higher  source  than  Joe  Smith,  should  be  accepted 
by  any  person  of  even  ordinary  information,    B„, 
such  is  the  case.    The  prophets  are  out,  preachinp 
the   doctrine   of  the   Mormon    Bible,  and  makinp 
some  converts.     Good  schools,  and  plenty  of  them 
is   the   remedy.     Educate    the   people    well,   g|Vt 
them  a  wide  range  of  reading,  and  they  will  know 
better  than  to  accept  a  doctrine  that  has  no  reai 
foundation. 

Each  year  some  of  our  wealthy  brethren  are 
passing  over  the  river,  leaving  behind  the 
sums  of  money.  We  suggest  that  those  yet  living 
should  soon  make  arrangements  to  leave  no  small 
amount  of  their  means  to  the  different  good  works 
under  the  control  of  the  church.  By  doing 
their  means  will  go  on  doing  good  for  generations 
to  come.  Otherwise  their  hard  earnings  may  be 
spent  for  no  good  purpose,  and  go  back  to  the 
world  to  serve  the  interest  of  the  evil  one.  Thou- 
sands upon  thousands  of  dollars  have  thus  been 
wrested  from  under  the  influence  of  the  church,  and 
the  time  has  now  come  when  our  people  should 
seriously  consider  the  propriety  of  leaving  mote  of 
their  means  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  If  all  the 
wasted  money,  left  by  our  wealthy  members,  were 
now  in  the  keeping  of  the  church,  we  would  have 
the  income  from  millions  of  dollars  at  our  com-, 
mand,  with  which  to  spread  the  Gospel  and  erreagi 
in  other  good  works. 

Some  years  ago  a  copy  of  the  Herald  of  Trull, 
(Mennonite  paper),  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  man  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.  It  became  his  delight  for  years, 
and  won  him  over  to  the  Mennonite  church.  A 
short  time  ago  he  was  visited  by  one  of  the  editors 
of  that  paper,  and  was  made  exceedingly  happy. 
He  showed  the  editor  all  his  broad  acres  and  other 
property,  and  told  him  that  all  that  would  be  given 
to  the  publishing  company,  and  half  of  the  income 
should  be  used  in  sending  the  Herald,  etc.,  into  r 
fields.  Here  we  see  what  one  paper  can  accom- 
plish. And  now,  since  the  Messenger  belongs  to 
the  Brotherhood,  why  would  it  not  be 
for  open-hearted  brethren  and  sisters  to  bequeath 
large  sums  of  money  or  property  to  the  Missionary 
Committee,  the  income  of  which  could  be  used  in 
sending  the  paper  to  the  seekers  after  the  truth  in 
new  fields?  At  the  time  of  her  death,  one  yea' 
ago,  sister  Lutz,  of  Waddam's  Grove,  111.,  left  t2l 
for  that  purpose. 

In  company  with  others,  we  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  with  the  members  of  the  Naperville  cong 
gation  over  last  Sunday.     It  was  our  first  trip 
the  place,    and   we   enjoyed   the  visit  very 
indeed.    The  feast  on  Saturday  evening   was 
largely  attended,  but  it  was  spiritual,  and  seems 
have  been  much  appreciated  by  all  those  in  attem 
ance.    Bro.  P.  R.  Keltner,  of  Sterling,  was  with  tis 
in  the  evening,  and  added   much   to   the  interes 
of  the   meeting.    The   next   morning  he  went .to 
Chicago  to  preach,  in  the  absence  of  Bro.  M'1"^ 
who  at  this  time  is  in  the  West.     Bro.  S.  E.  "un 
also  attended  the  feast,  and  cheered  the  member 
by  his  presence  and  labors.    We  had  some  interes 
ing  services  on  Sunday,  and  closed  our  labors  1^ 
the  evening.     In  the  afternoon  brethren  Yundt  a^ 
Jacob   Sollenberger  drove   nine  miles    to  "ur°ol 
and  anointed  sister  Susan  Hemminger,  who  hw  »^ 
been  in  good  health  for  some  time.    She  resi  e 
336  Superior  St.,  and   would   appreciate  calls 
members  who  happen  to  be  in  the  city. 


much 
not 
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Occasionally  our  correspondents  write  con- 
cerning disorder  at  their  love  feasts.  We  hardly 
know  what  disorder  is  at  a  feast  in  Northern  Illi- 
nois Our  custom  is  to  commence  the  services  not 
later  than  six  o'clock,  and  by  eight  we  are  gener- 
ally through.  In  this  way  we  avoid  the  rough  ele- 
ment, for  such  persons  seldom  reach  the  place  of 
meeting  in  time  to  make  any  annoyance.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  the  services  could  well  com- 
mence earlier,  and  still  be  within  the  Gospel  lim- 
its.   


Gospel  standard  in  the  non-conformity  principles, 
should  add  to  their  present  attainments  a  high 
order  of  zeal  and  spirituality.  While  zeal  without 
knowledge  may  be  dangerous,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  knowledge  without  zeal  is,  practically, 
without  value.        ^____^^^__  J.  H.  M. 

WHAT  OF  THE  PLACE? 


Brethren  sometimes  write,  "  Our  feast  will  be 

t  please  give  notice  of  the  same."    What  is 

meant  by  "  our"  we  cannot  tell,  unless  we  happen 
to  know  the  name  of  the  church.  We  should  al- 
ways have  the  name  of  the  church,  state  and  date. 
Then  notices  of  the  kind  should  always  be  written 
on  paper  or  cards,  separate  from  all  other  matter, 
especially  business  matters.  Keep  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  office  editor  does  not  see  any  of 
the  business  letters,  and  you  will  understand  why 
business  should  be  kept  separate  from  the  mat- 
ter intended  for  publication. 

ACTIVE  WORKERS  TO  THE  FRONT. 


We  have  known  congregations  where  the  work- 
ing element  was  kept  on  the  back-ground.  This 
is  a  very  unwise  way  of  doing.  The  Lord  wants 
the  working  forces  of  his  church  to  come  to  the 
front,  and  help  give  the  cause  strength  and  char- 
acter. No  body  of  people  can  ever  prosper  with- 
out a  good  working  and  aggressive  force,  hence 
the  importance  of  keeping  the  working  element 
well  to  the  front,  and  then  urging  the  others  to  fall 
into  line. 

Now  and  then  we  meet  with  those  who,  while 
claiming  to  be  in  line  with  our  non-conformity 
principles,  are  not  only  of  little  value  in  our  Sun- 
day school,  prayer  meeting  and  other  important  | 
work,  but  discourage  others  who  do  not  happen 
t  to  be  so  orthodox  as  they  think  they  should  be. 
If  such  persons  would  come  to  the  front,  with 
becoming  Christian  zeal,  and  set  a  good  example, 
as  earnest  workers  in  the  Sunday  school,  prayer 
meeting,  etc.,  they  might  be  the  means  of  helping 
some  to  fall  into  line  in  other  respects.  But  so 
long  as  they  remain  inactive  concerning  the  work 
of  the  church,  falling  back  on  their  appearance  as 
proof  of  their  faithfulness,  their  non-conformity 
habits  in  their  hands  become  a  hindrance  rather 
than  a  help.  Such  persons  should  either  work 
more  or  complain  less. 

We  have  very  little  confidence  in  that  phase 
of  Christianity,  which  depends  almost  exclusively 
on  forms  and  outward  ceremonies,  and  is  so  de- 
void of  zeal  as  not  to  be  concerned  about  the  im- 
portant work  entrusted  to  the  church.  It  is  poor 
policy  for  the  person  who  never  manifests  any 
special  interest  in  the  various  departments  of 
labors  entrusted  to  the  church  and  her  members, 
and  sleeps  half  of  his  time  during  preaching,  to  be 
continually  complaining  about  some  workers  who 
do  not  happen  to  be  as  far  advanced  in  some  of 
the  forms  as  he  is.  We  do  not  mean  this  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  member  who  neglects  his  duty,  but 
we  mean  it  as  a  sharp  rebuke  to  the  one  who  sets 
forms  and  ceremonies  above  Christian  energy. 

When  the  eloquent  and  energetic  Apollos  was 
found  to  be  out  of  line  in  some  of  his  teachings, 
he  was  not  censured,  nor  talked  about,  nor  was  he 
shoved  to  the  back  ground,  but  he  was  instructed 
in  the  way  of  God  more  perfectly  by  members  who 
were  his  equals  in  zeal  and  piety.  Acts  18:  24-26. 
Thus  helped,  and  better  equipped,  he  went  on  about 
the  Lord's  work.  What  we  need  just  now,  is  not 
to  keep  energetic  workers  on  the  back-ground,  but 
we  want  to  properly  instruct  them  and  bring  them 
to  the  front,  where  we  can  get  more  work  out  of 
them.  This  should  be  done  by  persons  of  zeal 
and  piety.  -And  in  order  to  do  this  successfully, 
sotrte  of  our  'members,  who  claim  to  -f*:  up  to  the 


Some  one  recently  sent  us  an  announcement  of 
the  County  Fair,  to  be  held  at  Frederick,  Md., 
and,  with  a  good  deal  of  sarcasm,  asked  us  to  an- 
nounce it  in  the  Messenger.  The  animus  of  this 
act  must  be  looked  for  in  the  fact  that  our  next 
Annual  Meeting  has  been  located  at  Frederick, 
Md.,  and  will  be  held  on  the  grounds  of  the  Ag- 
ricultural Society.  It  is  implied  that  this  is  not 
a  proper  place  to  hold  our  Conference.  As  a 
matter  of  personal  preference,  some  of  us  might 
wish  that  other  grounds  had  been  selected,  yet, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  place  can  in  no  way  injure 
the  meeting.  If  we  go  there  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel and  work  for  the  Lord,  all  will  be  well. 

Paul  went  into  the  market  place  and  before  the 
highest  court,  at  Athens,  to  preach  Christ,  and 
doubtless  went  into  theaters  for  the  same  purpose. 
He  would  have  gone  into  the  Theater  at  Ephesus, 
but  the  "disciples  suffered  him  not,"— not  because 
there  would  have  been  the  least  impropriety  in 
going  into  the  play-house  to  preach  Christ.  It 
would  have  been  wrong  to  have  gone  there  to 
witness  or  take  part  in  the  play,  but  not  to  preach 
Christ.  It  would  be  wrong  to  go  into  a  saloon  to 
drink,  but  not  wrong  to  go  in  to  hold  a  prayer 
meeting  and  try  to  get  the  saloon-keeper  to  give 
up  his  wrong  doing.  Dionysius  the  Areopagite,  and 
the  brethren  at  Athens  who  "  clave  unto  Paul  and 
believed,"  went  into  the  heathen  temples  to  hold 
meetings  and  preach  Christ,  and  all  of  the  temples 
were  turned  into  a  Christian  church.  It  would 
have  been  wrong  to  have  gone  into  the  temple  to 
worship  idols,  but  surely  no  wrong  could  result 
from  preaching  the  Gospel  of  Christ  in  the  idol's 
temple. 

If  we  could  have  our  way,  we  would  turn  all 
the  theaters,  heathen  temples,  fair-grounds  and 
places  of  amusement  into  preaching  places,  where 
men  of  God,  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  might 
proclaim  the  everlasting  Gospel  of  peace,  so  that 
all  bitterness,  envy,  sarcasm,  evil  thinking,  evd 
speaking  and  evil  doing  might  be  eliminated  from 
the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men.  d.  l.  m. 


represent  true  conditions, — that  any  hope  or  as- 
surance expressed  just  before  death  must,  neces- 
sarily, be  true.  They  are,  however,  no  more  than 
words  expressed  at  other  times, — the  outgrowth  of 
a  wish  or  hope  previously  entertained.  We  have 
no  Scriptural  grounds  to  believe  that  approaching 
death  brings  with  it  any  new  revelations.  It  may 
make  men  and  women  sincere  and  thus  urge  them 
to  speak  the  honest  convictions  of  their  minds. 
This,  we  think,  in  many  cases,  the  approach  of 
death  does,  when  it  is  so  known  to  be.  But  even 
this  means  nothing  more  than  honest  convictions 
of  what  they  believe.  It  cannot  mean  more  than 
what  reason  passes  on  as  a  truth,  either  as  an  aggre- 
gation, taking  in  the  evidences  of  the  life  as  lived, 
or  a  decision  rendered  from  present  experiences. 

A  man's  last  words,  to  be  an  index  of  his  whole 
life,  must  depend  on  how  that  life  was  lived.  If 
it  has  been  one  of  even  and  unvaried  experiences, 
from  youth  to  the  end,  the  last  words  may  repre- 
sent the  whole,  or  all  the  parts  of  it,  because  the 
whole  is  made  up  of  similar  parts.  But  when 
these  parts  represent  unlike  periods,  no  one  part 
can  represent  the  whole,  neither  can  we  determine 
which  of  the  many  parts,  this  last  one  represents. 
It  may  be  the  best  one,  and  the  only  good  one  in 
the  whole  make-up,  or  it  may  represent  the  large 
majority  of  the  whole.  Men  who  have  lived  way- 
ward lives  and  have  done,  apparently,  nothing  to, 
in  any  way,  redeem  a  life  of  lost  opportunities, 
have,  in  their  last  words,  expressed  a  hope  much 
more  full  and  blessed  than  many  do  who  have 
devoted  their  whole  lives  to  the  Lord's  service. 
And  because  of  this,  the  friends  hang  hopefully 
upon  these  words  and  say  that  he  certainly  died 
happy  because  of  these  "  last  words."      Not  only 


LAST  WORDS. 


they  do  this,  but  be 
an  ungodly  life  and  dii 
couraged  to  live  the  sa 
that  their  end  may  be 


could  live 
so  hopeful,  they  are  en- 
le  kind  of  life,  believing 
was  his.     It  is  true,  they 


There  seems  a  lingering  sweetness  to  hang 
around  last  words,  as  if  they  were  better  and  more 
significant  than  all  other  words.  And,  indeed, 
there  does  appear  to  be  something  peculiarly  sig- 
nificant about  them.  Not  so  much,  perhaps,  be- 
cause of  the  meaning  of  the  words  then  used,  as 
from  the  fact  of  them  being  the  last  ones  spoken, 
especially  if  death  should  be  the  cause  of  them 
being  the  last. 

At  our  late  prayer  meeting,  the  subject  was, 
"The  Last  Words  of  David,"  the  words  he  spoke 
before  his  decease, 

Some  thought  they  were  important  because  they 
formed  an  index  to  his  life.-others,  because  of 
the  time  and  attending  circumstances.  Stdl  others 
attached  value  to  the  last  words  as  their  being  a 
good  criterion  as  to  determining  his  future  con- 
dition. 

All  these  different  views  justly  have  their  claims 
as  being  indications  of  some  part  of  a  man's  life. 
But  after  all,  a  man's  last  words  are  largely  con- 
ditioned by  attending  circumstances  at  the  time 
of  their  utterance. 

It  is  believed  by  many  that  the  last  word 
some  cases,  are  words  of  inspiration  and  therefore 


hope  and  so  experience.  But  the  after 
realizing  may  be  exceedingly  disappointing,  and 
the  standard,  at  best,  is  a  dangerous  one. 

Again;  a  man's  last  words  are  often  the  key  to 
his  first  ones.  Early  impressions  are  the  deep 
ones  and  the  ones  that  stay  longest.  The  man 
that  sows  to  the  flesh  all  through  his  best  days,  and 
in  his  old  age  changes  to  the  better  life,  may  make 
a  good  record  of  good  words,  as  long  as  he  con- 
tinues to  live  in  a  vigorous  body,  but  when  the 
body,  through  age  or  disease,  weakens,  then  it  is 
that  his  better  life  and  higher  aspirations  are  un 
housed  and  he  lives  over  again  his  early  life,  and 
his  last  words  are  as  were  the  first,-low,  worldly 
and  sensual,  so  that  they  would  be  a  sad  index  to 
his  Christian  life.  This  sad,  physical  change  has 
been  the  end  of  many  good  men,  whose  later  years 
have  been  greatly  blessed  in  the  accomplishing  of 
good,  and  the  friends  are  made  sad  and  have  been 
greatly  distressed  because  of  it.  The  cause  of  such 
sad  endings  is  that  they  die  at  the  top  first,  while 
the  lower  and  physical  life  continues  after  its  kind. 
So,  after  all,  a  man's  last  words  are  not  necessarily 
true  index  to  his  life. 

The  true  test  should  be  made  by  aggregating 
all  his  words,  or  taking  the  summation  of  his  whole 
life.  Then  we  can  have  this  comforting  assurance, 
that,  if  we  devote  all  of  our  days  to  the  Lord's 
service,  our  last  words  will  be  in  keeping  with  our 
general  mode  of  life,  and  that  which  was  gold  in 
the  beginning  and  in  the  middle,  will  be  gold  in 
the  end. 

If  in  filling  a  measure  with  apples,  we  put  all 
good  ones  in,  we  need  have  no  fears  as  to  the  ag- 
gregate, and  if  we  fill  the  measure  of  our  days 
with  good  thoughts  and  deeds,  what  can  the  sum- 
ming up  be  of  that  which  we  have  put  in?  Don't 
be  deceived, -"Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that 
shall  he  also  reap."  "■  B'  "' 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSENGEB. 


October  31, 


-~*  HOME  ♦  AND  *  FAMILY*— 

THE  MINISTRY  OF  PAIN. 

Lung  time  I  walked  with  Pain,  and  constantly 
She  was  my  close  companion  and  my  guide, 
Clad  pilgrim-wise,  forever  at  my  side 
I  felt  her  touch  and  her  stem  ministry. 
"  Ah,  leave  me!  1  have  had  my  share  of  pain, 
Leave  me  to  peace  and  comfort  and  delight 
Before  my  life's  day  darken  into  night," 
I  oft  implored,— as  oft  implored  in  vain. 
Till  once  upon  a  sightly  slope  we  stood,— 
I  felt  her  touch  relax,  and  as  she  went 
She  pointed  where  two  angel-faces  bent 
With  smiles,  and  then,  at  last,  I  understood. 
To  these  new  guides  Pain  led  mv  straying  feet, 
Patience  and  Resignation,  pure  and  calm- 
Giving  to  all  my  hurts  their  healing  balm; 
To  Pain  I  owe  their  gentle  solace  sweet. 

— Airs.  McVean-Adams, 


WHAT  HE  LEARNED  AT  CAMP-MEETING. 


*  In  conversation  with  an  old  Missourian,  he  told 
me  of  his  conversion, — that  it  was  brought  about  as 
follows: 

"There  was  a  camp-meeting  held  by  the  '  Holi- 
ness People'  not  far  from  where  we  lived.  I 
said:  'Old  woman,  let's  go  to  camp-meeting  and 
see  the  fun, — see  them  jumping  and  shouting.' 

"  '  All  right,'  she  says,  '  old  man.' 

"  We  drove  down  and  tied  our  team.  Well,  after 
we  went  in,  I  tell  you,  they  preached  holiness  and 
hit  tobacco  hard. 

"  After  the  sermon  I  got  my  team  and  lit  up  my 
pipa.  When  the  'old  woman'  climbed  in  the 
wagon,  I  asked:  '  Where  is  your  pipe?  ' 

"She  answered,  'Well,  I  tell  yer,  old  man,  the 
preacher  said  that  tobacco  and  Christianity  do 
not  go  together  and  1  made  up  my  mind  that  I 
wanted  to  be  a  Christian.  So  let  man  be  my  witness 
before  God  that  I  will  not  smoke  any  more.' 

"  I  said,  '  Here  goes  with  ye,  old  woman,'  and  I 
flung  my  pipe  and  terbaccer  away  and  never 
touched  it  since, — the  nasty,  dirty  old  stuff. 

"  We  were  about  sixty  years  old  then,  and  I  tell  ye 
after  we  got  to  be  Christians  we  did  not  want  ter- 
baccer. That  preacher  hit  Ihe  terbaccer  so  hard 
that  we  got  converted  from  it  right  away." 

This  man  and  woman  were  brought  to  see  the 
evil  of  tobacco.  They  quit  because  they  wanted 
to  do  right  and  were  convinced  of  their  wrong. 
That  was  done  through  fearlessly  denouncing  to- 
bacco. I  wonder  if  our  brethren  don't  handle  this 
and  some  other  subjects  too  easy,  fearing  that  they 
might  hurt  somebody's  feelings!  Christ  did  not 
stop  rebuking  and  condemning  sin  on  account  of 
what  others  might  think  or  do,  neither  should  our 
ministry  handle  these  growing  evils  with  gloves  on, 
but  come  out  boldly  and  speak  against  sin  and  its 
influence,  yes,  hit  tobacco  hard— the  harder  the 
batter. 

Pickrc 11,  Nebr. 


THAT  ELDERS'  PRAYER  MEETING. 

"Who  is  going  to  prayer  meeting  to-night?" 
"Oh,  dear!  I  had  forgotten  all  about  it's  being 
Wednesday,  or  I  would  not  have  told  that  cook  to 
come  to  see  me  to-night.  However,  it  will  be  an 
elders'  meeting,  anyhow." 

"And  I  am  so  tired  after  my  long  walk  this 
evening,  I  hardly  think  it  would  be  prudent  for  me 
to  go,"  said  some  one  else. 

And  so  the  ball  rolled  round  the  supper-table, 
gathering  an  excuse  from  every  one  except  the  ear- 
nest young  Christian  who  had  asked  the  question. 
The  same  thing  happened  almost  as  often  as  the 
pastor  was  absent,  and  the  mid-week  meeting  had  to 
be  left  to  the  elders. 

Elizabeth  herself  felt  the  same  indifference  about 
going,  but  she  rarely  had  any  excuses  to  give,  so 
generally  went  as  a  matter  of  course. 

A  little  handful  of  the  congregation  straggled  in 
during  the  first  half  hour  of  the  service.    The  eld- 


er whose  turn  it  was  to  preside,  took  his  place  with 
a  deprecatory  manner,  as  if  he  knew  everybody  was 
wishing  it  was  somebody  else.  He  read  some 
carefully-selected  chapters,  which  somehow  sound- 
ed strangely  uninteresting  now,  called  on  one  or 
two  of  the  brethren  to  pray,  and  gave  out  some  of 
the  dear  old  hymns  that  everybody  loves,  hoping 
they  would  move  the  hearts  of  the  audience.  But 
there  was  no  response  in  the  listless  faces  before 
him,  only  one  here  and  there  sang  at  all.  And 
when  he  said,  "We  will  close  with  two  verses  of 
the  — th  hymn,"  a  general  look  of  relief  showed 
that  the  service,  short  as  it  was,  had  been  too  long 
for  the  congregation. 

"It  certainly  ought  not  so  to  be,"  said  Eliza- 
beth, sighing  with  the  thought;  for  she  had  in- 
stinctively felt  all  which  the  elder  had  seen. 

If  only  all  the  Christians  there  had  done  what 
she  did, — carried  the  sigh  to  the  throne  of  grace, — 
who  can  tell  what  the  next  meeting  might  have 
been? 

Wednesday  came  again,  and,  alas!  it  was  to  be 
an  elders'  prayer  meeting  again.  But  Elizabeth, 
for  one,  felt  very  differently  over  it  this  time.  A 
more  interesting  elder,  perhaps?  No;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  dullest,  slowest  of  the  whole  set.  The 
change  was  within. 

She  had,  unknown  to  herself,  left  her  indiffer- 
ence where  she  laid  down  the  sigh,  at  Jesus'  feet; 
and  what  a  difference  that  did  make! 

How  beautiful  the  long-familiar  words  of  the 
twenty-third  Psalm!  Indeed,  God's  own  very  voice 
seemed  to  be  in  every  passage  read,  and  it  tuned 
her  heart  to  sing  his  praise. 

And  how  could  any  one  ever  say  dear  old   Mr. 

's  prayer   was  prosaic,    monotonous,  lifeless, 

when  they  breathed  throughout  the  odor  of  a  holy 
life? 

A  light  within  must  shine;  and  the  light  of  God's 
Holy  Spirit  does  not  simply  shine,  but  each  soul 
it  touches  in  turn  becomes  a  reflector.  Thus  it 
happened  that  the  elder  who  had  undertaken  his 
duty  with  such  unconquerable  reluctance,  looked 
down  into  Elizabeth's  softly-beaming  eyes,  and 
felt  his  own  heart  kindling  into  a  sympathetic 
glow.  Perhaps  the  service  had  not  been  in  vain, 
after  all;  for  had  not  God  said,  "My  word  shall 
not  return  unto  me  void  ?"  Others  also  went 
home  feeling  it  was  good  to  have  been  there.  As 
for  Elizabeth,  she  thought,  "Surely  God  was  in 
this  place,  and  I  knew  it  not." 

Does  this  read  like  a  fancy  sketch,  or  does  it 
sound  as  it  it  might  be  true?— 5.  5.  Times. 

"LET  US  QUARREL  TO-MORROW  I" 

My  wife  is  one  of  the  sweetest  little  women  in 
the  world,  and  I  am  not  considered  peculiarly 
cranky,  but  sometimes  differences  would  arise,  be- 
ginning with  the  most  trivial  things,  which,  how- 
ever, being  duly  nursed,  became  of  monumental 
proportions,  and  often  threatened  the  peace  of  the 
family.  Of  course,  I  was  commonly  the  one  to 
blame;  in  fact,  as  I  look  back  on  it  now,  I  am 
sure  I  was  always  to  blame,  for  I  should  have  had 
the  wisdom  to  give  way  on  the  non-essentials,  and, 
by  a  little  restraint  and  gentle  talk,  win  my  little 
wife  over  to  my  way  of  thinking.  But  instead  of 
that,  I  feared  I  should  sacrifice  my  dignity,  as  head 
of  the  family,  by  yielding.  So  sometimes  I  went 
to  business  without  my  good-bye  kiss,  and  two 
people  were  miserable  all  day. 

But  my  little  wife  had  an  inspiration,— most 
women  have  when  things  come  to  the  breaking 
point— and  the  next  time  our  argument  was  drift- 
ing near  the  danger  line  she  turned  aside  the  col- 
lision by  this  womanly  suggestion,  "  Howard,  dear, 
let's  quarrel  to-morrow!"  This  was  a  proposal  for 
an  armistice.  What  husband  could  refuse?  "AH 
right,"  I  said,  "We  will  put  it  off  till  to-morrow," 
and  we  laughed  and  talked  of  other  things.  But 
to-morrow  did  not  come.  Indeed,  to-morrow  never 
comes;  it's  always  a  day  ahead:  and  if  we  can 
only  keep  our  quarrels  till  then,  there  will  be 
no  more  heart-broken  little  wives  at  home  and 
fewer  "blue"  husbands  at  the  store  or  office. 
"  Let's  quarrel  to-morrow." 


-•<■- *  CORRESPONDENCE  *-~- 

"  Write  what  thou  sccst,  and  send  It  unto  the  churches  " 


f^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department, 
meeting,  send  a  report  ol  it,  so  that  ethers  may  rejoic  „„„ 
give  name  ol  church,  county  and  state.    Be  brief.    Notes  of  Travel  sho    ■    ' 
as  brief  as  possible.    Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  li 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  pur 


a  have  had  a  g 
'■    fowrltL. 

ivel  should  b, 


From  Jerusalem. 

Eld.  D.  L.  Miller,  whom  we  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  in  this,  the  City  of  our  Redemption, 
nearly  a  year  ago,  as  also  his  three  companions' 
and  had  the  happiness  of  enjoying  Christian  fel! 
lowship  with  them  all,  has  recently  sent  me  a  copy 
of  his  delightful  work,  "  Wanderings  in  Bible 
Lands,"  and  whenever  leisure  permitted,  I  have 
glanced  over  its  charming  pages  and  refreshed  my- 
self by  their  perusal.  I  have  a  large  collection  of 
similar  works  in  my  library,  but  none  of  its  dimen- 
sions is  equal  to  it  in  the  profusion,  excellent 
choice  and  beauty  of  its  illustrations,  taken  evi- 
dently on  the  spot  with  remarkable  exactitude  and 
lucidity.  The  descriptive  style  of  the  work  is  so 
clear  and  forcible,  and  withal  so  graphic,  that  the 
reader  will  almost  fancy  himself  by  the  side  of 
the  traveler.  I  speak  from  personal  acquaintance 
with  much  of  the  ground  it  covers,— Gibraltar, 
where  I  commenced  my  missionary  career  in  1848; 
Rome,  where  I  labored  from  January,  1884  to  No- 
vember, 1887,  visiting  Naples,  Pisa,  Genoa,  etc.,  to 
preach  the  Gospel  of  our  salvation, — "to  the  Jew 
first,  and  also  to  the  Gentile;  "  Jaffa,  Jerusalem, 
Hebron,  etc.,  to  which  the  Lord  called  me  to  labor 
in  faith,  and  trust  in  him  since  I  left  Rome  in  1887. 
Nor  should  I  omit  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor,  where  I 
planted  the  still-existing  mission  to  the  Jews,  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  in  1856-58.  Therefore  I 
am  fully  competent  to  express  an  opinion  of  the 
book. 

To  my  mind,  however,  the  greatest  merit  of  Bro. 
Miller's  book  consists  in  its  luminous  illustrations 
of  the  sacred  volume  and  of  prophecy  fulfilled  in 
Bible  Lands,  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend  t<^ 
his  vigorous,  lucid  pen  to  bring  out  a  new  edition 
of  his  splendid  work,  embodying  and  including  his 
observations,  during  his  visit  to  the  Holy  Land 
last  year,  of  prophecy  actually  fulfilling  in  the 
increase  of  its  Jewish  population;  in  the  return  to 
greater  regularity  and  copiousness  of  the  latter 
rains,  preparing  the  land  for  larger  productiveness; 
in  the  signs  of  the  times  hovering  on  the  horizon, 
prognosticating  that  the  "times  of  the  Gentiles" 
are  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close;  and  in  the  expan- 
sion and  extension  of  the  City  of  Jerusalem  in  ful- 
fillment of  Jer.  31:  38-40;  what  he  saw  of  the  val- 
ley of  ashes,  spoken  of  in  that  same  prediction,  and 
other  Biblical  facts,  which  like  "  stones  crying  out" 
from  the  bowels  of  ancient  ruins,  are  so  crushingly 
refuting  and  silencing  the  so-called  higher  criticism 
of  our  days.  A.  Ben  Oliel. 

Jerusalem,  Sept.  28. 


From  Smyrna,  Asia  Minor.    . 

Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters: — 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  to  announce  to  you 
all,  and  especially  to  the  generous  souls  who  have 
contributed  in  this  work,  that,  on  Sept.  19  last,  we 
officially  opened  our  "Smyrna  Brethren's  Orphan- 
age." Next  day,  being  Sunday,  the  morning  serv- 
ice was  especially  devoted  to  the  favors  and  en- 
couragements received  by  our  Heavenly  Father 
through  our  Brotherhood  and  Missionary  Board. 
The  aspect  of  the  Mission  Home  and  Orphanage 
gave  greater  confidence  to  our  members  in  our 
church,  and  the  whole  impressed  the  little  orphan 
folks  with  the  fact  that  there  are  good  people  in 
far  America  who  lova  them  and  are  deeply  inter- 
ested in  them. 

The  house  is  large,  neat  and  commodious.  The 
sleeping-rooms  upstairs,  with  the  pretty  iron  beds 
and  patchwork  quilts  (made  by  sister  Fercken), 
present  a  very  neat  appearance.  The  long,  wide 
marble  hall  downstairs  will  serve  for  chapel  on 
Sundays.  The  large  study,  which  will  also  be  used 
as  parlor  and  office,  will  also  serve  as  chapel  dur- 


October  31 

.  ~7hTcold  winter  months.  The  dining 
,ng  mmodate  more  children  than  we  intend  to 
aCC°  for  the  present.  Another  room  between  the 
A  and  dining-room  will  be  converted  into  a 
ST  tvoom.    The  house  is  well  lighted  and  ventil- 

a' We  have,  at  present,  three  boys  and  a  little  girl. 
Of  them  we  wrote  lengthily  in  a  preceding  article. 
We  could  have  just  now  the  desired  number  of 
twelve,  if  we  were  willing  to  accept  the  orphans  of 
urcity,  whose  parents  died  a  natural  death;  but 
°e  prefer  to  wait  and  first  take  in  those  who,  like 
rttle  Hagop,  have  had  their  parents  killed  in  the 
massacres,  and  are  gradually  coming  to  Smyrna 
from  the  persecuted  districts. 

This  is  all  we  can  write  about  the  Orphanage 
at  present.  We  will  give  you,  brethren  and  sis- 
ters frequent  information  and  fuller  details  about 
this' work  in  the  columns  of  the  Messenger.  We 
believe  it  to  be  the  pleasure  and  privilege  of  all 
of  our  church  members,  who  contribute  to,  or  pray 
for,  this  work,  to  be  kept  posted  about  all  the  de- 
tails of  this  very  important  work  in  Asia  Minor. 

Our  orphans  and  those  that  are  to  come  will  not 
know  anything  about  reading  and  writing.  These 
things  they  will  learn  in  the  orphanage,  nay,  even 
their  mother  tongue,— Armenian!  We  want  to  en- 
tertain them  during  the  long  winter  evenings,  and 
so  we  ask  all  brethren  and  sisters  who  have  back- 
numbers  of  pictorial  magazines  to  kindly  send 
them  to  us  for  our  orphans  to  look  at.  This  will 
be  a  great  treat  to  them.  These  magazines  must 
be  addressed  as  follows,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
confiscated  by  the  Turkish  censure: 


Pir  Open  Mail  Via  London. 


THE   GOSPEL   MZESSZEItTa-IEiR,. 
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ing  to  them,  and  they  are  compelled  to  ask  the 
churches  for  an  increase  of  their  donations.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  all  churches  will  respond  promptly, 
that  the  work  of  the  Lord  may  be  pushed  forward 
into  new  fields  until  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord 
shall  cover  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover  the  great 
deep.  W.  R.  Deeter. 


From  the  Monroe  Church,  Iowa. 


Our  c 

siderabl 


irterly  council  was  held  Sept.  12.  Con- 
business  came  before  the  church.  One 
d  by  baptism  and  two  by  letter. 

Preparations  were  also  made  for  our  love  feast 
which  was  held  Sept.  18.  On  account  of  rain, 
many  of  the  members  were  not  permitted  to  be 
present;  only  about  fifty  surrounded  the  table  of 
the  Lord.     Bro.  Peter  Brower  officiated. 

The  home  brethren  continued  the  meetings  until 
Oct  1,  when  Bro.  A.  Hutchison  began  a  series  of 
meetings  and  continued  until  Oct.  15,  with  good 
attendance  and  interest  throughout  the  meeting. 
As  a  result,  ten  were  baptized;  all  are  young  in 
years.  Emma  Funk. 

Fredric,  Iowa. 


United  Slates  Consul, 

Smyrna, 


}  e.  f.  f. 


Minor. 


^M  We  trust  the  senders  will  see  that  enough  post- 
a^fage  covers  the  mailing  of  these  magazines,  and 
W  therefore  hope  they  will  be  well  weighed  at  their 
respective  post-offices  before  being  sent.  Thanking 
you  in  advance,  I  remain  yours  fraternally, 

G.  J.  Fercken. 


From  CJarrett,  Somerset  Co.,  Pa. 

Bro.  E.  K.  Hochstetler,  of  Pocahontas,  Pa., 
came  to  labor  with  the  Brethren  at  Garrett,  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  3,  and  labored  until  the  evening  of 
Oct.  9.  After  that  time  Bro.  Valentine  Blough,  of 
Bills,  Pa.,  came  to  our  assistance  and  labored  with 
us  until  our  love  feast,  on  Sunday  evening,  Oct.  II. 
Our  meetings  were  well  attended  and  good  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  Word  preached.  Since  our 
dedication,  Sept.  20,  seven  have  been  added  to  our 
number— all  heads  of  families.  May  they  be  kept 
by  the  power  and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ! 

Our  love  feast  was  an  enjoyable  one,  and  long 
to  be  remembered  by  the  participants.  One  hun- 
dred and  twelve  communicants  surrounded  the  ta- 
bles,—and  many  for  the  first  time.  Bro.  Valentine 
Blough  officiated.  The  other  ministerial  brethren 
present  were  Joel  Gnagey,  the  elder  in  charge,  E. 
K.  Hochstetler  and  J.  W.  Peck.       R.  T.  Pollard. 


From  Virginia. 

Aug.  11,  1896,  Eld.  E.  L.  Brower,  of  Barren 
Ridge  congregation,  went  with  Eld.  J.  R.  Kendig, 
of  the  Mt.  Vernon  congregation,  to  a  mission  field 
of  the  last-named  congregation,  in  Amherst  Coun- 
ty, Va.  They  held  eighteen  meetings,  visited 
nineteen  families,  baptized  one  sister,  and  left  some 
applicants. 

The  above  trip  was  made  by  private  conveyance 
in  a  rough,  mountainous  country,  about  fifty  miles 
from  home.  After  fourteen  days  of  work  and  trav- 
el, Bro.  Brower  reached  home  Aug.  25. 

Sept.  15  Eld.  E.  L.  Brower  went  to  the  Snowden, 
Amherst  Co.,  Va„  mission  field,  to  pay  the  annual 
visit  to  that  part  of  the  church.  Leaving  Snowden, 
he  traveled  on  horseback  over  the  mountains  and 
valleys,  holding  eighteen  meetings,  visiting  thirty- 
four  families,  and  baptizing  three  sisters.  Owing  to 
the  big  rain  and  freshet,  Sept.  29,  the  railroad  was 
torn  up,  so  that  he  did  not  get  home  until  Oct.  4. 

Sept.  12  Eld.  E.  L.  Brower  and  wife  and  Bro.  S. 
L.  Huffman,— all  of  the  Barren  Ridge  congregation, 
—went  into  a  mission  field  of  said  congregation, 
near  Greenwood,  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  and  held  a 
love  feast  with  the  few  isolated  members  there. 
The  feast,  which  was  a  very  quiet  one,  was  held  un- 
der a  cloth  tent.    Twelve  members  communed. 

N.  Walter  CorFMAN. 
Barren  Ridge,  Va.,  Sept.  17. 


amount  to  anything  to  some  poor  isolated  person, 
but  you  are  mistaken.  Whether  you  are  a  preacher 
or  not,  you  could  go  with  words  of  comfort  and 
encouragement,  and  I  think  it  would  be  one  great 
way  of  doing  good.  We  were  made  glad  to  see 
~  x.  Joe  Carver  and  wife  a  few  weeks  ago  (she  be- 

g  a  sister  in  the  church)  who  came   about   one 

indred  miles,  in  a  covered  wagon. 

Our  little  Sunday  school  still  goes  on,  but  I  have 
been  unable  to  attend  for  nearly  two  months,  on 
account  of  sickness.  There  is  a  large  field  of  labor 
here  for  the  Master,  and  what  is  more  important 
than  to  have  the  sheaves  gathered  awaiting  the 
Lord's  coming?  Lottie  E.  Carver. 

Oct.  7.  ^___^__^_ 

From  Cole  Creek,  III. 

Our  council-meeting  and  love  feast  were  held  re- 
cently. We  met  in  council  Oct.  I,  at  which  time 
preparations  were  made  for  our  feast.  Considera- 
ble business  came  before  the  meeting,  but  all  passed 
off  in  brotherly  love.  Preparations  were  made  for 
the  feast,  which  occurred  Oct.  10  and  passed  off 
very  pleasantly.  It  was  truly  a  feast  to  the  soul. 
All  were  made  to  rejoice.  Quite  a  number  of  mem- 
bers from  adjoining  churches, — Woodland  and  As- 
toria,— were  with  us.  Ministers  present  were,  J.  H. 
Baker,  John  Demmey  and  Jonas  Beck.  Bro.  Baker 
officiated. 

At  our  council  it  was  decided  to  hold  an  election 
for  one  deacon.  The  election  was  held  after  the 
first  services  on  Saturday,  the  day  after  our  feast. 
:  lot  fell  on  our  dear  brother,  Merriam  Long, 
who  was  baptized  in  our  church  since  we  last  wrote. 
Bro.  Michael  Flory  will,  the  Lord  willing,  com- 
mence a  meeting  at  the  Cole  Creek  church  Oct.  24. 
I  am  now  holding  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  La- 
mottc  congregation,  Crawford  Co.,  111.  We  are 
having  good  congregations  and  good  interest. 

S.  Bucklew. 
Oct.  /p.  . 


Some  of  the  Happenings  in  Northern  Indiana. 

It  has  been  our  happy  privilege  to  attend  a 
number  of  the  fall  feasts  of  the  above  District. 
They  were  largely  attended  and  the  spirit  man- 
ifested very  commendable.  The  preaching  was 
also  fairly  good.  Much  love  and  brotherly  kind- 
ness were  apparent,  all  showing  the  deep  interest 
'he  members  feel  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  It  al- 
so betokens  a  rich  harvest  of  souls  for  the  Lord  in 
'»e  near  future. 

We  are  also  informed  by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  that  their  field  is  widening.  Instead  of  their 
having  to  hunt  new  openings,  new  appeals  are  com- 


From  Sapulpa,  Ind.  T. 

I  write  to  thank  those  who  sent  me  two  large 
rolls  of  Messengers  and  papers  to  distribute.  I 
am  also  thankful  for  a  letter  of  encouragement 
from  a  young  sister.  I  have  plenty  of  papers  for 
the  present.  They  are  given  out  to  read  and  the 
people  seem  to  like  them  well.  The  tracts  sent 
me  are  also  distributed  to  my  neighbors  and  in 
Sunday  school. 

One  Sunday  I  heard  a  man  preach  here  who 
claimed  to  be  "  a  man  of  God."  After  preaching, 
in  conversation  with  him,  he  said  to  me,  "You 
people  keep  the  Jewish  passover."  When  I  told 
him,  I  thought  not,  and  handed  him  a  tract  treat- 
ing on  the  Lord's  Supper,  he  maintained  that  such 
was  "the  way  with  all  sectisms.  They  all  had 
their  papers  and  tracts  to  draw  people  off  on  the 
the  wrong  road."  True  enough;  there  are  many 
tracts  and  papers  sent  out,  but  as  long  as  ours  are 
kept  pure,  and  in  tenor  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ,  good  will  still  be  the  result,  and  God  will 
bless  every  effort  for  good. 

I  read  in  Gospel  Messenger  of  Bro.  Trostle's 
visits  in  Oklahoma,  and  of  the  many  members  he 
found,  to  gladden  their  hearts,  as  there  were  a 
good  many  who  had  been  deprived  (by  distance) 
of  church  privileges  for  some  time.  Dear  breth- 
ren,   some   of  you   may  think   a  visit  would   not 


From  Smlthboro,  III. 

Sept.    28,    Bro.    B.  E.    Kesler,    from    Litchfield, 
ime  to  our  place  in  the  Hurricane  Creek  church, 
to  begin  a  series  of  meetings.     It  being   rainy  for 
several  days,  and    dark  nights,    the   congregations 
-e  not  very  large.    Oct.  3  the  members  convened 
pedal  council.     The  visit  was  favorably  reported, 
parations   were   made   for   our   Communion  for 
Oct.  10.    We  cannot  report  as  some, — two  or  three 
hundred  communicants, — but  we  can  report  an  en- 
joyable Communion.     Bro.  Kesler  officiated.    Our 
Henry  Lilligh,  was  with  us.    The  solemnity 
of  the  occasion  was  increased  by  the  aged  veteran, 
■John  Goodman,— who  has  been  blind  for  a  num- 
:r  of  years,  and  who  is  very  feeble  in  his  limbs 
and  also  his  voice,  but  who  is  strong  in  the  Mas- 
ter's cause.     Our  house  was  crowded.    A  Methodist 
minister  and  his  wife,  and  a  Baptist  minister  and 
his  wife  were  witnesses  of  a  love  feast  occasion  for 
the  first  time.  Cornelius  Kessler. 

Oct.  18.  t 

From  the  Thornapple  Church,  Mich. 

We  began  a  series  of  meetings  Sept.  19,  continu- 
ing until  Sunday  evening  Oct.  4,  with  good  interest 
and  attendance,  except  on  a  few  rainy  evenings. 
Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of  Woodland,  did  the  preach- 
ing.   Two  were  baptized  during  the  meetings. 

The  church  met  in  special  council  Oct.  3,  on 
which  occasion  three  members  were  received  by  let- 
ter,—Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick,  and  wife,  and  Bro. 
Charles  Stutsman,  a  minister  in  the  first  degree, 
Northern  Indiana.  Considerable  business  was 
transacted  at  this  council  with  good  feeling  and  a 
pleasing  degree  of  unanimity.  A  love  feast  was  ap- 
pointed for  Christmas. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  convened  in  this  church 
Oct.  9,  and  the  State  District  Meeting  the  following 
day.  While  not  all  of  the  churches  in  our  District 
were  represented,  yet  there  was  a  fair  attendance 
and  good  interest  both  days.  The  program  for  the 
Ministerial  Meeting  consisted  of  four  topics  and 
several   suggestive   questions   for  the    quory   box. 
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October  3^ 


We  felt  that  many  good  things  were  said,  and  trust 
that  the  results  will  be  beneficial  to  all  present.  In 
the  evening  Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick  preached  a  mis- 
sionary sermon,  which  was  listened  to  with  marked 
interest.  The  business  before  the  District  Meeting 
all  pertained  to  more  aggressive  work  in  our  local 
congregations  and  the  District  mission  field,  We 
are  pleased  to  note  an  increasing  interest  in  mis- 
sions and  a  desire  among  our  ministers  to  do  more 
effective  work. 

No  queries  go  to  Annual  Meeting.  Eld.  Isaac 
Rairigh  was  chosen  as  member  of  Standing  Com- 
mittee. In  the  evening  Bro.  J.  M.  Smith,  of  Wood- 
land, preached  a  doctrinal  sermon  on  the  Lord's 
Supper.  The  rules  of  our  ministerial  meeting  pro- 
vide for  one  missionary  sermon  and  one  doctrina^ 
sermon  in  connection  with  these  meetings  each 
year,  Bro.  David  Hollinger,  of  North  Manchester, 
Ind.,  was  present  at  our  District  Meeting  and  re- 
mained over  Sunday.  He  preached  two  excellent 
sermons  and  gave  a  short  talk  on  Bible  study. 

Peter  B.  Messner. 

Campbell,  Mich.,  Oct.  /J. 


From  Dallas  Center,  Iowa. 

Brother  and  sister  Hoff,  from  Des  Moines, 
came  to  us  Sept.  10,  and  remained  some  three 
weeks.  While  here  they  did  some  acceptable 
preaching  and  visiting.  One  young  sister  was  re- 
ceived by  baptism  while  they  were  with  us.  Bro. 
D.  Rowland  also  called  and  gave  us  some  meet- 
ings. 

At  our  last  council  we  got  matters  adjusted  so 
pleasantly  that  the  church  thought  it  good  to  hold 
a  Communion  Oct.  17  and  iS.  This  meeting  was  a 
pleasant  one.  The  dark  cloud  which  has,  for  some 
time,  been  hovering  over  us  seems  to  have  been 
broken,  and  peace  and  harmony  seemed  to  prevail. 
The  church  held  a  choice  for  a  deacon.  The  lot 
fell  upon  our  worthy  young  brother  Roscoe  Royer. 
Bro.  Chas.  Rowe  was  advanced  to  the  second  de- 
gree of  the  ministry.  Quite  a  good  representation 
of  ministers  and  others,  from  our  neighboring 
churches,  were  with  us;  Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelman,  of 
California  was  present,  and  expects  to  remain  and 
preach  for  us  at  least  one  week  longer. 

Geo.  B.  Rovek. 

Oct.  iS. 

From  the  Chippewa  Creek  Church,  Mich. 

Our  love  feast  was  truly  a  feast  to  the  soul.  We 
should  have  liked  if  more  ministering  brethren  had 
been  with  us.  We  have  seen,  at  some  of  the  lar- 
ger churches,  from  six  to  ten  ministers  present, 
but  it  looks  here  in  Michigan,  as  though  the  weak 
churches  may  be  glad,  to  get  even  one  to  aid  in  the 
work.  Bro.  John  M.  Smith,  of  Woodland,  Barry 
Co.,  came  here  Sept.  21,  and  held  a  two  weeks' 
series  of  meetings,  which  resulted  in  much  good. 
Three  precious  souls  came  to  Christ.  One  was 
baptized  on  Saturday  afternoon,  before  the  feast 
and  two  on  Sunday  following.  We  also  received 
two  new  members  by  letter,  which  makes  five  addi- 
tions in  all. 

Our  church  had  decided  to  hold  a  choice  for  a 
deacon,  but  not  having  an  elder  with  us,  we  had 
to  postpone  until  some  future  time. 

Bro.  Smith  labored  earnestly  for  us,  preaching 
each  evening  except  one,  and  three  times  on  the 
last  Sunday  he  was  with  us.  We  should  like  very 
much  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  the  coming  win- 
ter, but  cannot  see  the  way  clear,  just  yet, 

W.  F,  Jehnzen. 

Oct.  13. 

From  Washington  Creek,  Kans. 

Our  feast,  which  occurred  Oct.  10,  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  those  who  communed  (about  one 
hundred),  on  account  of  the  quietness  and  solemni- 
ty of  the  occasion.  As  it  rained  most  of  the  day 
and  night,  there  were  few  present  besides  the  mem- 
bership. As  the  rain  descended  and  refreshed  the 
earth,  so  the  "  Water  of  Life "  invigorated  the 
soul.  The  Lord  be  praised  for  the  refreshing 
showers!     Eld.  John  Sherfey  officiated.     On   Sun- 


day, at  10  A.  M.,  we  had  a  children's  meeting,  ad- 
dressed by  brethren  David  Kimmel  and  John  Sher- 
fey. At  II  o'clock  Eld.  C.  T.  Heckman  preached 
to  a  large  congregation  on  "The  Power  of  God," 
Rom.  1:  16,  followed  by  S.  Harshman.  Thus  closed 
another  refreshing  shower.  I.  L.  Hoover. 

Alfred,  Kans.,  Oct.  17. 


From  the  Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa. 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  13  we  had  a  very  pleasant 
family  love  feast  at  the  home  of  our  aged  brother, 
Levi  Howe,  in  Mcchanicsburg,  -tor  tie  benefit 
of  the  aged  members, — those  who  could  not  attend 
the  feast  at  the  meetinghouse.  Among  the  number 
is  sister  Howe  (where  the  feast  was  held)  who  is  in 
her  eighty-ninth  year,  and  has  been  confined  to 
her  bed  almost  constantly  for  five  years.  The  ta- 
ble was  so  arranged  that  she  could  participate  in 
the  services,  while  on  her  bed.  Other  aged  and 
feeble  members  (citizens  of  the  town)  were  pres- 
ent, but  there  were  about  six  members  in  the  town 
who  were  not  able  to  be  present.  Sister  Sallie 
Coover,  in  her  ninety-ninth  year,  when  invited  to 
be  present,  said  that  she  would  enjoy  it  very 
much  but  thought  best  not  to  expose  herself  too 
much,  considering  her  advanced  age.  By  the  care 
of  our  elder,  Isaac  Barto  (who  lives  in  the  place), 
the  occasion  was  made  very  pleasant  and  profita- 
ble to  all  present.  We  certainly  should  not  forget 
the  spiritual  and  temporal  wants  of  the  aged  and 


nfir 


conduct- 


Bro.  Joseph  Long,  of  York,  Pa.,  is 
ing  a  series  of  meetings  at  our  Baker  house,  ne; 
Churchtown.  This  house  was  considerably  dan 
aged  by  the  storm  on  the  night  of  Sept.  29,  but 
now  repaired  and  in  use.  H.  Beelman, 

Dillsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  20. 


From  the  Cheyenne  County  Church,  Kans. 

This  church  met  in  quarterly  council  on  Satur- 
day, Oct,  3,  at  10  A.  M. 

The  church  having  decided  to  choose  a  minister 
and  deacon,  the  vote  of  the  members  was  taken. 
No  one  receiving  a  majority,  the  church,  upon  the 
advice  of  the  elder,  unanimously  decided  to  post- 
pone the  election  until  some  future  time,  when,  it 
is  hoped,  the  church  may  be  prepared  to  choose  a 
speaker,  as  one  is  very  much  needed. 

We  have  a  membership  of  twenty,  a  territory  of 
two  Counties,  and  only  one  minister,  who  was 
chosen  one  year  ago.  We  have  asked  for  ministe- 
rial aid  often,  and  no  one  responds  to  the  call. 
Souls  are  starving  for  the  Bread  of  Life,  and  the 
members  grow  cold  and  inactive.  Will  not  some 
one  come  and  supply  those  who  are  "thirsting  aft- 
er righteousness?  "  Any  one,  desiring  further  in- 
formation will  write  Bro.  Henry  Fry,  Atwood, 
Kans.,  or  the  writer.  On  Saturday  evening  we 
held  our  love  feast,  which  was,  indeed,  a  "feast  to 
the  soul."  The  meeting  was  well  attended  by  an 
appreciative  audience.  Bro.  J.  F.  Cline  officiated. 
On  Sunday,  at  9:  30,  we  had  a  song  service,  and  at 
10  a  children's  meeting.  At  II  o'clock  Eld.  Cline 
preached  an  interesting  sermon.        C.  H.  Slifer. 

Bird  City,  Kans. 


From  Fredonia,  Kans. 
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nt  to  Fredonia  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings,  which  opened  with  favorable  prospects. 
On  the  evening  of  Oct.  5  Bro.  Stephen  Thompson 
(a  young,  active  minister  and  now  an  elder)  did 
not  come,  and  we  felt  that  something  must  have 
happened.  After  1  had  commenced  speaking  fo 
about  fifteen  minutes,  word  was  brought  to  th< 
house  that  Bro.  Thompson's  little  daughter,  Jessie 
Olive,  was  killed.  A  man  hauling  corn  had  left  his 
team  stand  in  the  road,  to  go  into  a  house,  a  little 
distance  from  the  road.  During  this  time  brother 
d  sister  Thompson  came  along  and  carefully 
und  the  team.  After  they  had  passed  and 
gone  on  some  little  distance,  the  team  that  was 
standing  in  the  road  started,  and  ran  into  Bro. 
Thompson's    buggy.      The    violent    shock    threw 


drove  ; 


her  and  sister  Thompson  and  their  little  S 
out  on  the  road.  Sister  Thompson  had  the  Y\? 
irl  in  her  arms,  at  the  time  of  the  accident  ' 
hile  none  of  the  others  were  seriously  hurt  1'tti 
Jessie  was  killed.  She  was  nineteen  months  old' 
She  was  a  great-grandchild  of  Eld.  G.  W.  Stud 
baker.  The  funeral  was  preached  by  the  Writer 
from  the  words,  "Is  the  child  dead?"  to  a  lar 
congregation  of  sympathizing  relatives  and  frienfc 
The  love  feast,  held  in  the  Fredonia  church  Oct 
17,  was  largely  attended.  Ministers  present' were 
brethren  G.  Vaniman,  C.  Fogle,  C.  Yearout  D 
Betts,  W.  B.  Sell,  A.  Stoffer  and  A.  Sell,  besides 
the  home  ministers.  The  writer  officiated.  Bro 
Stephen  Thompson  was  ordained  to  the  full  minis^ 
try-  W.  B.  Sell. 

Grcnola,  Kans-,  Oct.  20. 


From  Wichita,  Kans. 


We  recently  enjoyed  a  most  refreshing  Commun- 
ion season.  Eld.  John  Wise,  Bro.  W.  R.  Miller,  ot 
Chicago,  Bro.  C.  E.  Arnold,  of  McPherson,  and 
three  home  ministers  constituted  the  ministerial 
force.  Quite  a  number  of  members  from  other 
congregations  were  with  us.  Bro.  Miller  preached1 
for  us  on  Saturday  at  10:  30,  and  also  gave  us  a. 
short  talk  in  the  evening,  Bro.  Wise  officiated  at 
the  Communion  services,  and  preached  a  dedicato- 
ry sermon  on  Lord's  Day  morning  from  I  John  2. 
This  is  the  first  service  we  held  in  our  second  meet- 
inghouse since  we  have  it  paid  for.  We  now  con- 
sider the  house  not  only  the  property  of  the  con- 
gregation, but  also  the  general  Brotherhood,  and 
that,  therefore,  it  should  be  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  God. 

At  3  P.  M.  Bro.  Miller  gave  the  Sunday  school: 
a  very  impressivee  talk.  Bro.  Arnold  also  gave: 
the  school  a  short  talk.  Bro.  Miller  then  took  his 
departure  for  other  fields  of  labor.  Bro.  Arnold, 
remained  and  preached  in  the  evening  to  a  well- 
filled  house. 

Brethren  who  may   be   passing   through   ITni'tryitpil 
will  please  remember  that  there  are   Brethren  re-  ' 
siding  here  who  are  always  ready  and  willing  to 
care  for  ministers  coming  this  way.     Some  of  these 
ministers  can  be  located  by  any  city  directory. 

N.  Highuarger.. 

Oct.  20. 


From  Nevada,  Mo. 


I  am  now  in  the  midst  of  a  series  of  meetings  at 
this  place.  There  was  a  love  feast  held  here  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  10.  It  was  truly  a  feast  that  we  think 
will  long  be  remembered.  The  ministerial  force 
was  ample  for  the  occasion,  and  we  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  making  the  acquaintance  of  a  number  of 
ministering  brethren  with  whom  we  had  never  met 
before.  Bro.  Weimer  of  Arkansas,  brethren  Har- 
dy and  Miller,  of  this  State  District,  and  Bro. 
Crumpacker,  of  Ft.  Scott,  Kans.,— all  able  defenders 
of  the  Truth, — were  present,  and  assisted  us  much. 
Two  young  souls  were  baptized  Saturday. 

I  am  now  continuing  the  meeting  with  a  good  in- 
terest, and  am' hopeful  of  a  further  ingathering.  I 
closed  an  interesting  series  of  meetings  with  the 
Brethren  in  Decatur  County,  Iowa,  Oct.  1.  Two 
were  added  to  the  fold  of  the  believers  by  baptism, 
Bro.  Wm.  Stout  is  the  elder  in  charge  at  this  place. 
Wm.  C.  Hipes. 

Oct.  14. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents^ 

"As  cold  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  Kcod  news  il0a^^^ll-^^i 

Gilman,  Ind.— Oct.  10  occurred  our  love  feast  in 
the  Killbuck  church.  Good  weather  and  goo 
roads  caused  many  from  a  distance  to  atten  ■ 
There  were  quite  a  number  present  from  adjoining 
churches,  The  ministerial  help  was  ample  for  '  * 
occasion,  for  which  we  were  thankful.  There  hav 
been  two  received  into  the  church  since  our  last  n- 
port.  There  will  be  a  series  of  meetings  held 
this  church,  commencing  Dec.  26.  Bro.  Hen  J 
Frantz,  of  Forgy,  Ohio,  will  conduct  the  meeting  ■ 
—Henry  E.  Millspaugll,  Oct.  10. 
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-~*T     77  M  .0, The  Lord  willing,  our  new  church- 

ute  will  be  dedicated  Nov.  8,  and  the  Commun- 
ill  be  held  on  the  evening  of  the  10th.     An  in- 
10,1  Ton  is  extended  to  all—  A.  B.  Peters,  Oct.  20. 
Dry  Fork  Church,  Mo.— Saturday,  O.t.   3.  we 
et  in  quarterly  council,   preparatory  to  our  love 
f    t     The  church  decided  to  discontinue  the  Sun- 
day school  for  the  winter.    Oct.   14  was  our  love 
feast,  which  passed  off  very  pleasantly,  with  fair  or- 
der '  Bro.   Christian   Holderman  is    preaching   for 
ai.i-Leslie  P.  Dunning,  Jasper,  Mo..  Oct.  17. 
Des  Moines  Valley  Church,  Iowa.— To    those 
ho  responded  to  my  call  in  Gospel  Messenger 
some  weeks  ago,  for  a  minister  in  the  City  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  1  will  now  say  that  the  place  is  oc- 
cupied and  they  will  please  accept  this  as  an  an- 
swer to  their  letters.     Bro.  Jos.  Holder,  of  Indiana, 
is  now  with  us,  holding  meetings  at  the  Des  Moines 
Valley  house.— Samuel  Bowser,  Ankeny,  Iowa,  Oct. 
10. 

Spring  Run  Church,  Pa.— Our  council  convened 
Oct.  10.  All  business  was  disposed  of  in  a  Chris- 
tian-like manner.  Our  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  16 
and  17.  Two  were  reclaimed,  which  brought  joy 
to  many  hearts.  Bro.  T.  T.  Myers,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  officiated,  made  some  very  appropiate  remarks 
.  on  the  solemnity  of  the  occasion.  Brethren  An- 
drew Spanogle  and  George  S.  Myers  were  also  pres- 
ent and  made  some  fitting  remarks.  It  was  an  old- 
time  meeting,  and  we  can  all  say  it  was  good  to  be 
there.— 0.  M.  Dunm're,  McVeytown,  Pa. 

Santa  Fe,  Kans— Our  love  feast,  Oct.  17,  was  a 
rich  feast  to  our  souls.  Eld.  Geo.  E.  Studabaker 
had  preached  an  interesting  sermon  every  evening 
during  the  week  and  one  funeral  sermon.  The 
least  was  well  attended.  Bro.  Studebaker  was  as- 
sisted by  brethren  Wyatt  and  Ullom.  On  Sunday 
morning  we  all  met  at  the  church.  Bro.  Wyatt 
was  advanced  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry. 
After  Sunday  school  Bro.  Ullom  preached  a  very 
aMe  discourse.  After  services  we  took  dinner  at 
Wi}-  church.  This  gave  ample  time  for  social  as 
well  as  religious  enjoyment. — Frances  P.  Barlow, 
Oct  10. 

Harrod,  Ohio.— The  Brethren  of  the  Lafayette 
church  have  been  blessed  with  one  more  happy 
Communion  season  recently.  Their  love  feast,  of 
the  17th,  was  well  attended.  The  tables  were  filled 
with  about  seveniy  communicants,  while  the  house 
was  crowded  with  earnest  spectators.  Bro.  James 
M.  Neff  stopped  with  us  on  his  return  from  the 
South,  and  officiated  at  this  meeting.  He  also 
preached  for  us  on  Sunday  night.  Other  minister- 
ing brethren  present  were,  Jacob  Driver,  David  By- 
erly,  Joseph  Guthrie  and  D.  D.  Thomas.  Bro. 
Thomas  preached  for  us  on  Sunday  mowing. — G. 
A.  Snider,  Oct.  ro. 

Wabash,  Ind.— Our  love  feast  in  the  Wabash 
church,  Oct.  17,  was  a  spiritual  feast  to  the  soul. 
The  saints  fully  realized  the  meaning  of  Matt.  5  and 
6,  Many  crumbs  of  comfort  were  received  from 
the  ministering  brethren  present, — L.  H.  Eby,  S. 
Leckrone,  G.  UUery,  A.  Moss,  D.  Wolf  and  Bro. 
Hostetler.  Bro.  Eby  officiated.  During  the  meet- 
ing we  received  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death  of 
Walter  Pulley,  son  of  L.  W.  Pulley,  who  recently 
moved  from  here  to  Carrington,  N.  Dak.  Brother 
and  sister  Pulley  have  the  sympathies  of  the  entire 
church  at  this  place  in  their  sad  bereavement.— 
Kiltie  Hursh,  Oct.  10. 

Hadly  Creek  Church,  111.— I  commenced  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  in  the  Hadly  Creek  church,  Sept. 
27,  and  continued  until  Oct.  10,  the  date  of  our 
'ove  feast.  The  interest  and  attendance  were  good, 
considering  the  rainy  weather  and  politics.  Eld. 
G-  W.  Cripe  and  Eld.  Javan  Gibson  were  with  us 
at  our  feast.  Bro.  Cripe  officiated.  We  also  had 
with  us  three  brethren  and  five  sisters  from  the  Mill 
Creek  congregation.  There  would  have  been  quite 
a  number  more  if  the  weather  had  been  favorable. 
The  feast  was  a  very  pleasant  one, — the  more  so 
because  it  is  the  only  one  held  here  for  three  years. 
We  are  but  few  in  number.— B.  P.  Britt,  Barry,  Pike 
C°;  III. 


Rutten,  N.  Dak.— The  members  of  the  Sweet 
Water  Lake  church  recently  elected  John  Olsen  to 
the  ministry,  and  J.  C.  Cripe  and  Isaac  Wagner  to 
the  deacon's  office.  All  three  were  duly  installed 
in  their  respective  positions.  Bro.  C.  Hope's  labors 
among  our  Scandinavian  friends  were  of  great  in- 
terest to  them.  We  now  number  eighty-five  mem- 
bers.— 5.  N.  Eversole,  Oct.  10. 

North  Beatrice  Church,  Nebr.— Bro.  Witmore, 
of  McPherson,  Kans.,  began  a  series  of  meetings 
Sept.  12,  and  continued  over  our  love  feast,  Sept. 
26.  Bro.  Witmore  is  not  afraid  to  preach  the  pure 
Word  of  God.  Our  love  feast  was  enjoyed  by  all. 
About  eighty-five  members  communed.  During 
these  meetings  one  united  with  the  church. — M.  L. 
Sollenberger,  Beatrice,  Nebr.,  Oct.  iq. 

Salem  Church,  Ohio.— Our  Communion  meeting 
was  a  very  pleasant  one.  Quite  a  large  number  of 
members  and  friends  were  with  us.  Among  the 
many  visiting  members  were  brethren  Replogle 
and  Winklebleck,  of  Indiana.  The  latter  officiat- 
ed at  the  evening  services.  Since  our  last  report 
one  precious  soul,  who  was  sick  with  consumption, 
was  received  into  the  church  by  baptism.  He 
lived  only  three  days  after  he  was  received.— Jesse 
K.  Brumbaugh,  Union,  Ohio,  Oct.  16. 

Downsville,  Md  —On  Saturday,  Oct.  17,  we  held 
our  Communion  at  the  Manor  meetinghouse.  Ser- 
vices opened  at  1:30  P.  M.  Our  visiting  ministers 
were,  brethren  E.  W.  Stoner,  S.  H.  Utz,  Eli  Your- 
tee,  W.  S.  Reichard  and  George  Bricker.  The 
brethren  did  not  shun  to  declare  the  Word  in  its 
power.  Bro.  S.  H.  Utz  preached  the  examination 
sermon,  which  was  highly  appreciated.  There  were 
seated,  at  the  tables,  about  400  of  like  precious 
faith,  who  commemorated  the  ordinances  as  they 
were  delivered  unto  us.  Bro.  E.  W.  Stoner  offici- 
ated. On  Sunday  morning  Bro.  S.  H.  Utz  preached 
to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.— McClellan  Long, 
Oct.  20. 

Rock  Creek  Church,  Kans.— Bro.  Joseph  Click 
came  to  us,  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings,  commenc- 
ing Sept.  26.  He  preached  until  Oct.  13.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended  and  the  interest  good. 
During  the  meetings  three  precious  souls  were 
made  willing  to  forsake  the  ways  of  sin  and  follow 
Jesus.  How  pleasant  to  see  the  young  "  remember 
their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth!"  We  feel 
that  others  were  near  the  Kingdom,  and  may  they 
not  put  it  off  until  it  is  forever  too  late!  Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  10,  and,  al- 
though our  number  was  small,  on  account  of  bad 
weather,  the  interest  manifested  was  good.— Sarah 
Sperline,  Sabetha,  Kans.,  Oct.  iq. 

Beaver  Dam  Church,  Md.— We  held  our  love 
feast  Oct.  17.  There  was  a  large  attendance. 
The  services,  both  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  were 
soul-cheering  and  impressive.  Ministering  breth- 
ren from  other  churches  were  elders  Daniel  R.  Say- 
lor,  Joseph  Price  and  Winfield  T.  Miller.  Eld.  Dan- 
iel R.  Saylor  officiated.  At  this  feast  one  who  had 
left  the  church  was  reclaimed.  Since  my  last  writ- 
ing two  have  been  received  by  baptism,— one  an 
aged  grandmother,  and  the  other  a  little  girl  of 
eleven  years.  Truly,  the  good  Savior  has  made 
his  church  the  home  for  all  ages  and  conditions! 
Eld.  Orville  Long  will  commence  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  our  church  Nov.  14.— Geo.  K.  Sappington, 
Oct.  21. 

Weyer's  Cave,  Va  —  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  13, 
in  company  with  several  brethren,  we  started  for 
Locust  Grove,  in  Albemarle  County,  Va.,  a  distance 
of  about  twenty-five  miles.  Bro.  Jos.  M.  Kagey,  of 
Dayton,  Va„  held  a  meeting,  at  the  point  above 
named,  for  about  ten  days  prior  to  the  Commun- 
ion. Two  were  added  to  the  fold  by  baptism. 
About  twenty-five  brethren  and  sisters  communed. 
This  is  one  of  our  isolated  places;  they  have  no  res- 
ident minister.  Oct.  17  we  held  our  Communion  at 
the  Pleasant  Valley  church.  About  three  hundred 
members  communed.  We  had  a  pleasant  meeting. 
One  was  received  by  baptism  on  the  same  day. 
We  hope  the  Lord  will  continue  the  good  work.— 
Samuel  A.  Driver,  Oct.  21. 


Antioch  Church,  Ind 
council  Oct.  3,  at  which 


— We  held  our  quarterly 
time  the  report  of  the  an- 
nual visit  was  made,  which  report  was  very  favora- 
ble. All  the  members  seemed  to  be  at  peace. 
Our  elder,  Noah  Fisher,  said  he  never  witnessed  a 
more  harmonious  report  in  all  his  church  work. 
Our  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  16.  It  truly  was  a 
feast  of  love.  Though  not  large,  it  was  very  inter- 
esting—A  B.  Miller. 

New  Hope,  Ind. — Oct.  1  Bro.  Henry  Fadely 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  which  he  continued 
till  Oct.  12.  Seven  souls  were  received  into 
the  kingdom  by  baptism.  Oct.  6  Bro.  D.  F. 
Hoover  held  a  council,  at  which  time  three  souls 
were  received  by  letter  and  one  reclaimed.  This 
makes,  in  all,  eleven  souls  added  to  this  congrega- 
tion. Oct.  9  we  held  our  Communion.  Thirty-nine 
souls  gathered  around  the  Lord's  table. — William 
L.  Ross. 

Greene,  Iowa. — The  Greene  church  met  in  quar- 
terly council  Oct.  15.  Much  business  came  be- 
fore the  meeting.  We  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  sometime  this  fall.  Oct.  17  we  held  our 
love  feast.  The  adjoining  churches  were  well  rep- 
resented, which  shows  that  the  members  have  a 
zeal  for  spiritual  things,  since  they  come  so  far 
to  attend  these  feasts  of  love.  Their  presence 
was  much  appreciated.  Brethren  Harvey  Gilliam, 
Frank  Wolfe,  and  Wm.  Pile  were  with  us.— A.  Ger- 
trude Eikenberry,  Oct.  /p. 

Middle  Fork  Church,  Ind.— We  had  our  quar- 
terly church  meeting,  Oct.  14.  The  annual  visit 
was  reported.  Our  members  were,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, in  the  faith,  and  willing  to  go  on  in  the 
good  work.  Two  were  received  by  letter.  Bro. 
David  Dilling  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  in  Ed- 
na Mills  Nov.  14.  Bro.  D.  P.  Shivcly  will  hold  et 
series  of  meetings  at  New  Hope  in  the  near  future. 
Our  Communion  was  held  Oct.  17.  The  attend- 
ance, especially  of  members,  was  large.  The  order 
could  not  have  been  better.  Visiting  ministers 
present  were  L.  T.  Holsinger,  Jacob  Cripe,  David 
Dilling,  P.  H.  Beery,  John  Deal  and  D.  C.  Camp- 
bell. Bro.  Holsinger  led  the  meeting.  The  preach- 
ing was  good,  which  rendered  this  one  of  the  best 
meetings  ever  held  here.— John  E.  Mctzger,  Edna 
Mills,  Ind.,  Oct.  to. 

Mound  Church,  Mo.— The  good  work  still  goes 
on.  Bro.  John  Neher,  of  Kansas,  has  been  here  for 
the  last  two  weeks,  preaching  for  us.  Many  seemed 
to  be  deeply  interested.  On  Saturday  morning, 
Oct.  17,  we  had  a  special  council.  Bro.  G.  W. 
Lentz  was  ordained  to  the  eldership,  and  as  he  was 
alone  in  the  ministry,  the  church  felt  he  needed 
help.  A  minister  was  chosen.  The  lot  fell  on  our 
worthy  brother,  Ira  Witmore.  In  the  evening  of 
the  same  day  we  had  our  love  feast.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  brethren  and  sisters  from  adjoining  congrega- 
tions were  with  us.  On  Sunday  morning  two  came 
forward  to  labor  with  us  in  the  Master's  vineyard 
and  were  baptized.  Bro.  Neher's  labors  with  us 
were  highly  appreciated  by  all.  He  and  his  wife 
left  Monday  morning  for  other  fields  of  labor. — 
Cora  M.  Lentz,  Oct.   /o. 

South  Keokuk  Church,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast, 
Oct.  14,  was  largely  attended.  There  was  not  room 
for  all  at  the  tables.  Our  ministerial  aid  were 
brethren  A.  Sanger,  A.  Wolf,  D.  Holder,  D.  Zook, 
O.  Ogden,  W.  Rodabaugh,  S.  F.  Brower,  C.  Brower, 
P.  Brower,  J.  P.  Bailey,  M.  Myers,  J.  Gilchrist,  J.  H. 
Keller  and  L.  M.  Kob,  who  officiated.  Oct.  15  was 
our  Ministerial  Meeting  which  was  largely  attended, 
and  very  interesting  throughout.  The  various  top- 
ics were  discussed  in  a  very  edifying  manner.  On 
the  night  of  the  15th  we  had  an  interesting  mis- 
sionary meeting.  Oct.  16  was  our  District  Meet- 
ing, which  was  well  attended  and  very  interesting. 
Quite  a  number  of  queries  were  brought  before  the 
meeting,  but  none  were  sent  to  Annual  Conference. 
Bro.  L.  M.  Kob  was  elected  our  delegate  to  Annu- 
al Meeting;  J.  P.  Bailey,  alternate.  We  expect  Bro. 
Myers,  of  Mt.  Carroll,  111 ,  to  commence  a  series  of 
meetings  at  this  place  Oct.  20.— Mary  Heilman,  01- 
lie,  Iowa,  Oct.  20. 
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Little  St.  Joe  Church,,  Ind  —  Oui 
love  feast  was  held  Oct.  8.  Bro  Jer 
emiah  Gump,  of  Pleasant  Hill,  offici- 
ated. We  all  felt  that  the  Lord  was 
present.  One  dear  sister  was  buried 
with  Christ  in  baptism,  and  more  are 
counting  the  cost. — Bertha  Williams, 
Harlan,  Ind, 

Garrison,  low*.  —  The  Garrison 
church  met  in  council  Sept.  19,  pre- 
paratory to  our  love  feast,  which  is  to 
be  Oct.  17.  The  church  elected  Bro. 
Jacob  S.  Lehman  to  the  office  of  dea- 
con, who,  with  his  wife,  sister  Rena, 
was  installed  into  office  in  the  usual 
custom  of  the  Brethren.  —  Rachel  C. 
Christy, 

Lewistown,  Pa.  —  Our  love  feast, 
Oct.  14,  was  a  very  enjoyable  meeting. 
Though  not  as  largely  attended  as 
it  is  sometimes,  we  had  a  good  meet- 
ing. A  young  sister  was  baptized. 
Ministers  that  were  with  us  were 
brethren  John  Beaver,  Geo.  Myers, 
J.  C.  Swihart  and  W.  M.  Howe.  We 
had  meeting  also  the  next  day. — Sarah 
Spanogle,  Lewistown,  Pa.,  Oct.  19. 

Forest  Church,  Wis.— Eld.  Frank 
lin  Myers,  of  Mt.  Carroll,  111.  (by 
special  arrangement  of  the  Missio; 
Board),  commenced  preaching  at  th 
Brethren  meetinghouse,  in  the  Forest 
congregation,  Richland  Co.,  Wis., 
Sept.  20,  and  preached,  in  all,  seven- 
teen sermons,  including  a  love  feast. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended  and 
a  general  interest  manifested. — Emma 
Shepherd. 

Roanoke,  La.— Two  young  ladies 
were  baptized  by  the  Brethren  at  Live 
Oak  to-day.  They  both  live  at  this 
place,  but,  on  account  of  no  suitable 
water  being  convenient,  and  it  being 
our  appointment  at  Live  Oak,  they 
went  there,  because  there  is  "  much 
water  there  "      A   husband  and    wife 
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Logan  Church,    Ohio 
ren    of    the   Logan   churc 
their   annual  love  feast   ir 
Creek  churchhouse,   three   mil 
of  DeGraff,  Ohio,  on   Oct.   3 
mencing  at   10  A.  M.     Parties 
by  rail  from  the  West  will  be 
DeGraff,    and    from    the    Nor 
East,   at   Bellefontaine,    by   notifying 
the   brethren.— John  R.   Snyder,  Belle- 
fontaine, Ohio,  Oct.  17. 

Alleghany  Congregation,  W.  Va.— 
At  our  late  council,  preparatory  to  our 
love  feast,  two  young  sisters  united 
with  the  church.     On  the  day  of  our 
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Mt.  Carroll,  111.— The  love  feast  in 
the  Arnold's  Grove  congregation,  Oct. 
13  and  14,  was  an  enjoyable  one,  afford- 
ing food  for  the  soul.  We  were 
blessed  with  delightful  weather.  A 
number  of  brethren  and  sisters  from 
adjoining  congregations  were  with  us. 
Biethren  Jos.  Amick,  W.  K.  Moore, 
Jacob  Delp,  Hsnry  Martin,  and  others, 
were  the  ministers  with  us.  Bro. 
Amick  officiated  in  a  very  edifying 
manner.— W.  H.  Eisenhise,  Oct.  16. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.— 
Our  love  feast  at  the  Mohler  house, 
Oct.  7,  was  a  pleasant  one.  The  at- 
tendance was  not  very  large,  but  the 
order  and  attention  were  admirable. 
Bro.  Enoch  Eby,  of  Booth,  Kans., 
was  with  us.  He  preached  in  Me 
chanicsburg  the  evening  before,  anc 
during  the  feast  he  earnestly  defend 
ed  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  th< 
church,  with  humble  boldness.  Hi 
also  officiated  at  the  feast.  The  oth 
er  visiting  ministers  present  wen 
brethren  Andrew  Spanogle,  Jacot 
Hollinger  and  C.  S.  Pfoutz.  Brethrer 
Jas.  Trimmer  and  Willis  Brindle  were 
elected  to  the  office  of  deacon,  and 
Bro.  Levi  S.  Mohler  was  advanced  to 
the  second  degree  of  the  ministry 
A.  Beelman,  Dillsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  75. 


another  deno 
ron  Fike,  of 

O,  Thompson,  of  Kearney,  Md.,  were 
ir     ministerial     help     from    abroad. 
-0.    Fike    officiated.—^.  Baker,    Gor- 
znia,  VV.  Va  ,  Oct.  14. 
Oircleville,    111.— Sept.   26    the    lit- 
:  band  of  members  here,  in  company 
th   visiting   brethren    from  Pleasant 
Hill,    111.,    Auburn    and     Cerrogordo, 
met  at    my   house  to   hold   our  love 
feast.     Thirteen    members  surrounded 
the  table,  just  the  number  in  the  up- 
per room  with  Jesus,  many  years  ago. 
About  5  o'clock    it   commenced   rain- 
ing, which   kept  many  from  attending. 
Brethren  J.  Axtel,  J.  H.  Brubaker  and 
J.     Harshbarger     did     the     speaking, 
ro.   J.    H.    Brubaker    continued    the 
eetings   at   the   school    house.     The 
attendance    was    good    most    of    the 
time.     Twelve  sermons  were  delivered, 
which  made  good  impressions. — R.   C, 
Wright,  Tallula,  III. 
Parlin,     Colo.— Our     hearts     were 
ade  glad  by  the  arrival  of  Bro.  Levi 
Whistler,    of    Longmont,    Colo.,    who 
to  baptize  wife  and  self.       We 
tly  request   the  prayers   of  all, 
that  we  may  always  be  found  faithful 
to  the  Lord   and   the   church,   and 
not  be  a    stumbling-block   for  others, 
ro.  Whistler  gave  us  some  good  ser- 
ons,  while  here,  and  we  were  sorry 
that  he  could  not  stay  longer.     As  we 
e   nearly   two    hundred   miles    from 
y  church  of  our  own  faith,  and  there 
only  one  other  brother  eight  miles 
am  here,  we  would  be  glad  if  mem- 
bers traveling  past   us,   on  the  D.  and 
R.  G.  R.  R.,  would  stop  with   us  if  on- 
ly for  a  season  of  prayer.— John  Gun- 
ther,  Oct.  13. 
Bethel  Church,    Nebr.— Our    quar- 


South  Bend,  Ind.  —  Last  evening 
was  the  occasion  of  a  very  pleasant 
and  enjoyable  love  feast,  in  the  St 
Joseph  church,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
Many  aged  brethren  and  sisters  were 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  meeting, 
Their  presence  animates  and  fills  oui 
hearts  with  gratitude  and  praise  to 
him  who  so  graciously  deals  out  our 
blessings  to  us.  This  church  will  be> 
gin  a  series  of  meetings  Nov.  12.  Bro 
I.  L.  Berkey,  of  Goshen,  Ind.,  ha: 
kindly  agreed  to  assist  us.—  C.  M 
We?igert  Oct.  IJ. 

Red  Cloud  Church,  Nebr.— Our  love 
feast  was  held  Sept.  26.  It  was  a  feast 
to  the  child  of  God.  Six  ministers 
were  present,  Our  aged  elder,  J.  J. 
Kindig,  was  with  us  and  told  us  man; 
good  things.  We  appreciated  th 
presence  of  so  many  from  adjoininj 
churehes,  especially  the  assistance  by 
the  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  Silver 
Lake  church.  Bro.  Eller,  of  Gardn. 
Kans.,  stayed  and  preached  twel 
sermons  after  the  feast,  and  closed 
ne  applicant  for  baptism. — 
Sarah  Mohler ^  Oct.  it. 

Harrisburg,  Pa.— Bro.  Albert  Hol- 
lger,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was  with 
us  Oct.  15.  He  preached  a  very  ef- 
fective sermon,  using  for  his  text  Luke 
18:  1.  He  could  only  stay  with  us 
for  one  service,  but  the  grand  truths 
he  uttered  were  as  heavenly  manna 
to  the  hungry  souls  that  heard  him. 
Our  regular  appointment  is  one  ser- 
vice every  four  weeks,  and  we  appre- 
ciate very  much  the  opportunity  of 
hearing  our  beloved  brethren  preach 
between  the  appointments.  If  our 
ministering  brethren,  when  passing 
through  this  city,  could  arrange  to 
stop  off  and  spend  a  little  time  with 
they  would  be  gladly  received. — 
/.  C.  Eshelman,  340  South  Fourteenth 
Street. 
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Oct.    11.    The 


ch  Sept.  29,  and  be- 
eelings  which  closed 
:rvices  were  reviving 
and  inspiring.  Eight  precious  souls 
were  added  to  the  fold,  two  of  them 
came  previous  to  the  meetings.  The 
meetings  were  well  attended,  and  we 
feel  as  though  the  services  should 
have  continued,  as  a  good  work  had 
been  begun.  We  hope  it  may  con- 
tinue.— Clara  Hochstedler,  Carleton 
Nebr. 
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The  Northwestern,  for  October,  published 
it  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  will  be  found  of  special 
nterest  to  our  people,  as  it  contains  an  ex- 
:ellent  report  of  the  dedication  of  the  Car- 
rington,  N.  D.  church,  and  also  a  well-writ- 
account  of  the  Brethren.  The  article  is 
well  illustrated,  and  will  prove  very  attractive 
reading. 
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HOLSINGER.  —  Near  Woodbury,  Bedford 
Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  28,  1896,  Alexander  Mack  Hol- 
:r,  aged  76  years,  10  months  and  16  days. 
His  death  was  caused  by  kidney  trouble,  from 
which  he  greatly  suffered.  He  was  a  deacon 
nany  years,  and  was  the  last  one  to  be 
called  away  of  a  family  of  nine  children.  De- 
ceased was  twice  married.  His  last  wife  sur- 
vives him.  Funeral  services  by  the  home  min- 
istry from  2  Cor.  5:  1.       Jno.  L.  Holsinger. 

ENGLER.— In  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  10, 
1806,  Bro.  Christian  Engler,  aged  46  years  and 
10  months.  Bro.  Erigler  was  baptized  in  Den- 
mark or  Sweden  about  twelve  years  ago,  by 
Bro.  Hope.  Though  isolated  from  the  church, 
he  remained  faithful  to  Christ  and  the  church. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  three  children.  Ser- 
vices by  the  writer  from  2  Cor.  5:  1. 

T.  T.  Myers. 

SPOERLIN.-In  the  Bear  Creek  congre- 
gation, Garrett  Co.,  Md.,  Sept.  28,  1896,  sister 
Anna  Barbara  Spoerlin,  aged  75  years  10 
months  and  5  days.  She  leaves  an  aged 
husband,  five  sons  and  one  daughter.  She 
lived  an  exemplary  Life  and  passed  peacefully 
away.  Funeral  services  were  conducted  by 
the  Brethren,  from  Philpp.  i;  21, 

Jeremiah  Beeghly. 


(  ZUCK.-In  the  bounds  of  the  SprinTT 
church,  Ill./Oct.  13, 1896,  of  hemorrLe  .?,- 
bowels,  Roy  Harrison,  son  of  Martin  and  ^ 
ry  Zuck,  aged  4  years,  2  months  and 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  EUii 
Funeral  services  by  the  write 
4: 26.  Granvill 


°fuie 


:  ccrnetery, 


VINGER, 

DICKERSON.-In  the  Fairview  <W 
Douglas  Co.,  Mo.,  Sept.  28,  1896,  sister  R  J , 
Dickers™,^  Duncan,,  wife  of  Bro.I.£ 
ette  Dtckerson,  aged  41  years,  5  months  m 
6  days.    Deceased  was  born  in  Floyd  Count, 


With  her   family  she   moved  to 

ne  years  ago.    She  lived  a  faithful 

the  Brethren  church  for  fourteen 

'  eleven  chil. 

sP'rit  land 

5  sick  only  a 

r  hours.     Funeral  by  B.  B.  and  J.  B.  Hyl. 


He 


laid 


Fairview  graveyard.  Nannie  Harmon. 

GLAYS.— In  the  Libertyville  church,  Iowa, 
Sept.  29,  1896,  David  Melvin  Glays,  aged  28 
years,  10  months  and  23  days.  Deceased 
was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ind.,  Dec.  7, 186;. 
In  the  fall  of  1870  he  emigrated  to  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa,  where  they  have  resided  ever 
since.  Sept.  29,  1889,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage  to  Mary  Susan  Wagner.  Their  union 
was  blessed  with  two  children. 

Abraham  Wolf. 

FILSON.— At  her  home  in  the  Yellow  River 
church,  Ind.,  Oct.  12,  1896,  of  consumption, 
Tena  Brown  Filson,  aged  26'years,  11  months 
and  26  days.  She  was  married  to  William 
Filson  Feb.  II,  1892.  She  united  with  the 
church  Nov.  25,  1894,  and  has  lived  a  devoted 
Christian  ever  since.  She  leaves  a  husband. 
Funeral  services  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Sellers  from 
the  text,  "  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory," 
1  Cor.  15:54.  Alice  Yoder. 

BUCK.— In  the  Garrison  church,  Iowa,  Oct. 
9,  1806,  Bro.  Daniel  W.  Buck,  aged  56  years, 
10  months  and  9  days.  He  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  30,  1839.  Bro. 
Daniel  faithfully  served  the  church  in  the 
office  of  deacon,  for  anumber  of  years.  His 
seat  was  never  t  vacant  when  health  woiVi 
permit  him  to  be  there.  Bro.  Buck  has  rj^en  - 
a  great  sufferer  for  several  years  with  asthnja. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  seven  children  to  tsttmra 
their  loss.  Rachel  C.  Christy. 

CLARK.— In  the  Knob  Creek  congregation, 

Tenn.,  Sept.  8,  1896,  of  diphtheria,  Etta  May, 

daughter  of  Bro.  James  L.  and  sister  Rebecca 

E.  Clark,  aged  4  years,  6  months  and  6  days. 

Willie  H.  Clark. 

CLARK. — In  the  Knob  Creek  congregation, 
Washington  Co,,  Tenn.,  Sept.  20,  1896,  in  the 
!  family,  of  the  same  disease,  Wilbur  Ter- 
ry Clark,  aged  I  year,  7  months  and  20  days. 
Willie  H.  Clark, 

PATTEN— In  the  Forest  church,  Richland 
Co.,  Wis.,  Oct.  4,  1896,  Lewis  W„  son  of  Bro. 
Milton  and  sister  Mary  Patten,  aged  21  years, 
nths  and  18  days.    Funeral  by  J.  Shep- 
herd from  Fs.  61:  10-13,  assisted  by  the  pas- 
of  the  M.  E.  church,  after  which  the  te- 
ns were  interred  in  the   Pleasant  Ridge 
cemetery.  Emma  Shepherd. 

PEFFLEY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Raccoon 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  Oct.  7,  1896,  sister  Sallie 
Peffley,  aged  about  80  years.  Sallie  Mangus 
Peffley  was  born  in  Botetourt  County,  Va„ 
10,  1816.  She  was  married  to  Bro.  John 
B.  Peffley,  Sept.  4,  1834.    In  1835  they  came 

Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  where  they  have 

ice  lived.    Nine  children  were  born  to  them, 

e  of    whom    are  dead.     Three  sons,   one 

daughter  and  an  aged  husband  are  left.    Sis- 

Peffley  united  with  the  Brethren  church 

840  and  has  ever  been  a  faithful  Christian, 

setting  an  example  to  be  emulated.    Funeral 

rvices  by  Eld.  D.  C.  Campbell. 

Lula  HarshbargeR 

PEFFLEY— In  the  bounds  of  the  Raccoon 
Creek  church,  Ind.,  Oct.  5,  1896,  sister  Eliza- 
beth Peffley,  aged  73  years.  Elizabeth  Kinrie 
Peffley  was  born  in  Botetourt  County,  Va.,  J"'y 
824.  She  came  to  Indiana  in  1844.  a»d 
married  to  Andrew  Peffley,  Aug.  10,  l84»- 
n  children  were  born  to  them.  The  hus- 
band and  four  children  preceded  her  to  t 
land  of  rest.  She  united  with  the  Brethre" 
church  about  the  year  1856,  and  was  an 

rious  Christian  woman,  loved  and  respe"' 
ed  by  her  many  friendi.     Funeral  servl" 

nducted  by  Eld.  William  R.  Harshbatg 

the  Mt.  Pleasant  church. 

Lola  HarshbargeK' 
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Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  hav 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  ths 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  pasl 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  yeai 
We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
dd  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  fot 
only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


Children'  at  Work Weekly;  well-illustra- 

:d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


a  new  book,  "  The  Lord  c 
,v  printed  and  ready  for  1 
asos  n  great  question  In 


Iro.  MeCann  lias 
Is  exooUont  book 


ADVERTISEMENTS' 


The  Qospel  Messenger.-A  large,  religious 
weekly— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


)  any  part  ot  the  United  sti 

o  agents.    Address  all  orders 

J.  S.  GE1SBH, 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

,.„„,     >   50 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 


Suit!,,  o 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSENGER, 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac — Every  fam 
ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  completi 
ery  way.    Price,  per  copy,   10  cents; 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
lghout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 
wants. 

Slngleiubscrlptlon,  one  vest 3S  cent. 

»copl«..P«  Quart.., -„'-'°"°; 

,.  copies  end  over 3He.0L.Kl. 


Here  1b  one:  No  other  road 
tracks  and  runs  Pullman  palace 

Los  Angeles. 
And  another:  Our  tourist  a 

Class  in  comfort  and  sin-ond 
combination  that  ouyht  to  pit 
And  still  another:  Our  11m 
dred  miles  the  shoi-.-'si  mid 
quickest— a  saving  of  time  c 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

14;  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub. 
lished.  The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

6  cople.,  pe.  qus.ter •  ■  ■■Sent. 

..copies  and  over Xc.nt.eKh 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  desert .  .  .1  86 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
l  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6  More  actual  knowledge  may  he  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

1.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 

i  especially  adapt- 

.ny  found  on  each 

ommon)  Version  of 


This  hotel  Is  centrally  located,  and  the  most  t 
able  Hou.e  of  Its  class  in  the  City.  The  chari 
moderate,  varying  In  price  from  7S  cent,  to  Si.So  r 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 


for 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


NOT  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre 
sented  to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  hav 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc 
tion,  and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
recommend  "Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "  Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  $1,25  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
raents.    Address  this  office  for  further  particu 


The  peneatogy  of  C 


THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'§us  Christ,  "the  son  of  Da- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'eaac;   and 
I's&ac  begat  Ja'eob;  and  *  Ja'cob 

begat  Jii'das  and  his  brethren ; 

3  And  "Ju'das  begat  Pha'rSs  and 
Za'r&  of  Tha'mar;    and  hPha'res 


ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  i 
ed  to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  are  usu; 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  c 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 
vinced. 

PBB  PACKAGE  OF  12  OAHDS. 
Fonr  Designs,  very  fine,  flowered  bor- 


023  Frosted,  exti 
1184  Embossed  X. 

1280  Landscape  fi 
819  Embossed  V 

1297  Embossed    1 

1281  Embossed,  t 


curt,  leather  lined  to  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed. 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  (or  the  price  on  the 

the  Bibles,  and  the  one 


WWe  call  special  attention  to  our  u 
passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  re; 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book 
author  and  publisher. 


$4.00. 


Don't  tall  to  call  lor  No.  1836 

idtoi.,  bbetbbdS's  wbiish™  corns?, 

Mt.  Morris,  111 


size  3«x»i  ■ 
pe,ilze»}0u%.  .  . 
3M*6Ki 


of  the  New  Tcsta- 


5  of  the  Au- 


readings  of  the   All- 


ow "The  Gem," 60  Beautiful  C 

sign. - 

825^  Landscape  and  Elrds,  el. 


Other  Helpi.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  n 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

When  ordering  cards  be  sore  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  thai 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


(3)  The  usual  marginal  1 
thorized  Version  follow 

(4)  The  best  margin 
thorized  Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (<z)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
wilh  it;  («)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  wilh  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (I)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "  g.ve  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in"  him.    (3)  It  will 

the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
Sew  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
:s,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  r-  -  -  $4  CO 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -□-  -  -  45° 
Bound  in  morocco,       -  S  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111, 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSZEHSTG-rErR-. 


October  31,  fifa 


Higheit  of  »11  in  Ltirening  Power. — Latest  V.  S.  Gov't  Report 


P<A&|  Baking 


Powder 

ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


0 

m 

WHY  NOT? 


■  Itind  by  n  I  rl ji 
v  sixteen  Bettlen 


The 


the  Great  Northern   Railway  Id  the  Rod  River 
Valley,  Devil's  Lake  district  iind  Turtle  Moun- 
tain country  of  that  Sin  to. 
There  Is  ntlll  FREE  GOVERNMENT  LAND  to 

privileges  are  located;  160  aoren  cost  only  $14,00 
in  fooa  at  the  United  states  Lund  Olllco.  There 
ore  also  ohanoes  to  buy  improved  farms  on  the 
crop  payment  plan. 

Go  nnrt  Investigate  tho  country,  tnlk  with  the 
settlers,  and  If  you  like  It  and  want  a  homo  of 
your  own,  pick  out  a  location  to  suit  yourself. 
H  u  ad  rods  of  Brethren  have  already  sal  Isfled 
themselves  as  to  the  excellent  climate  and  the 
fertility  of  the  soil.  Go  ami  boo  thom  and  salls- 
ry  yoursell  lhat  the  country  is  all  right.  Why 
rent  laud  In  the  East  when  you  can  get-  a  freo 
farm  In  Norlli  Dakota? 

lii.  Great  Northern  Railway  has  no  land  for 
pale  In  North  Dakota.  Its  line  runs  through 
free  government  land  and  through  settled  dis- 
tricts where  land  oan  bo  bought  on  easy  terms. 

Ask  your  local  railway  agent  tor  tlokots  and 
Information,  or  address  Ibe  undersigned  for  full 
particulars  about  rates,  routes,  etc. 

MAX    BASS. 

HO  B.  Clark  St.  CllicagO,     111. 


ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

FARMING 

Lands 


ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PEICES  >ocl  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

Timbered  Lands  mss: 


Lands 


in  Minnesota  and 

North  Dakota, 
tho   CEOP   PAYMENT. 


PLAN.~"On  tho  Soo  Lli 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 


Bciwm.McLoan 
i  North  Dukotfl 


(In  '  .f. .  <-i  11  in.-si  r  I. iinil-  ih  W11II-.  l'11-r 

M.M.iirv.  tt.i..|.  I   ml.oi   (  1. 111, in 

-"On  the  Soo  Line." 

LION1TE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line, 
Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 


You  Can  Do  So 

ostor,  Wells  or  Eddy  Counties,  North  Dakota 

You  Can  Buy  a  Farm 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  In  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent  Interest. 


:   SCHOOLS  in  Wells  find  Fostei 

LOl'KISHIM,   COLONY  OF  HERMAN   HAP 
"     Dak.,  who   have  11 
dedicated   free   of 

TER,  free  from  alkali, 


to  $3.' 


1  per  ton. 


There  t 
Line." 


RATES 
Tcanm  , 
Line." 

J,T.  I,  HDRD.  Land  nnd  Indust 


Or,  J 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


,  Bnltlniore,  Aid. 


Farm  for  Sale! 


We  sell  food  Family  Bibles  cheap 


BRETHREN 


"On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 


fore deciding-   upon    new  hon 


OUR  ILLUSTRATED  LAND  PRIMERS 

They  contiiiii  \-n|u,'il>l<<  uml  r.-lmliU  iiiluiuuil  ioa. 


"Soo"  Railwny,  WlNNkAruLis,"i;iiM'u,..,,,fJL 
.  JACK,  Traveling  Imi 


NOKTH  MANi   lihSTLk.   in.lmu., 


SEND  YOUR  NAME! 


Victor  Remedies  ! 


Send  Your  Name  and  Address 

ul  we  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Great  Fhed- 


Don't  Delay  I    Send  Now  I 

VICTOR  REMEDIES  CO. 

Frederick,  Md„  U.  S.  A. 


1897 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  < 
larged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fa 
ily.    Send  ten  wits  for  a  copy,  or,  better 
yetj  send  $1,60  for  the  Gospel  Messen 
ger  from  now  to  the  end  of  1807,  and  receive 
the  Almanac 


FREE. 


t3T"We  also   offer  liberal    inducements 
agents  who  are  prepared  to  push  the  sale  of 
the  Almanac.     Write  us! 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


BLACK  LOAM  SOIL,  with  clny  subso 
iATFORMS,  for  loading  grain  from  v 

.TIVK   LKtMTK  COAL.  SlMKi  to  S:i..T* 

1 1. ROAM  COM  PETITION,  insuring! 
bitter  shipping  facilities  ami  lilgli.-i 
KTHER     INFORMATION,     lnelutl 


'lit     Inn 

ikHi-i- 


ted  free  upon  nppllt 

O.  W.    MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R'y  Co. 
.  PLUPPS, 


ST.   PAUL 


■  I  INN. 


1  1'acili.-  I 


fCo. 


SILK  WATCH  CHAINS  £ 


WINTER  IS  COMING! 


Brethren  Who  Are  Preparing 

to  More  to  the  Dos  Polos 

Colony  of  California. 


ive  neighbor; 


Iran  Is  possible 
238  Clark  St. 


B.  MARKS, 

Chicago,  111. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired    information,   and  would    be   glad   to 

•just  where  to  get  it.  "The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 

sition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 

ion,  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy   Kiss,   Non-conformity,  Secret    Societies, 

Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  51.25;  to 

iters,  $1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re 
duced  to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -  $4.00. 

Half  Leather,  two  volumes,      -       -       4.50I 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,        -        -  5x0! 

Address:  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mt.  Morris,  111 


Send  for  Special  Prices  Ic  Agents. 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


I  have  60.000  acres  of  choice  agricultural  lands  la 
Mllle  Lacs  and  Morrison  Counties,  Mlnu.,  tributa- 
ry to  Mllaoa  Station  on  the  Great  Northern  R.  R., 
which  station  is  located  only  05  miles  from  Minne- 
apolis and  100  miles  from  Dulutn  and   West  Supe- 


hese  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  timber  belt 
©red  with  a  splendid  growth  of  white  and  red 
;  maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  Interspersed  with 
of  open  meadow,  ready  lor  the  mower 


or  the  plow. 
These  lands  lo 

chase  price  drawing  Interest  at  7  per  cent  per  an- 
num only.  The  lands  are  especially  adapted  (or 
entile  an.)  dairy  business, but  will  raise  large  crops 
a!  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  alt  kinds  of  grain,  corn, 
vegetables  mid  potatoes  In  great  abundance  and  of 
beat  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  of  the  close 
proximity  to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth  and 
Superior,  are  tho  very  best,  the  rate  lor  whip- 


n  Jy  7',.  t 


timber  for  building  purposes,  fences  and  fuel. 
Splendid  climate.  No  prairie  winds  or  blizzards, 
ivn  ideal  place  for  a  home.  A  large  tract  of 
these  lands  are  set  aside  exclusively  for  the  Breth- 

u ruber  of  Brethren  have  already  located  on 
i  lands.  They  have  a  Sunday  school  organ - 
with  an  attendance  of  44,  and  a  church  will  be 


a  purchase u 
above  binds 


land  buyers,  not 

are.    For  further 

nd  excursions,  write  or  call  on  Theo. 

.Third  St.,  St.  Paul,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
Exclusive  Brethren's  Agent. 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 


Motion  Route  and  C.  M.  &  D. 

if  onon  has  put  on  a  fast  fiyer  for  Indlanauo- 
Cincinnatl  In  connection  with  the  C.  H.  & 
a  troin  leaves  Chicago,  Dearborn  Station,  at 
M.,  thus  muklng  the  run,  Chioago  to  Iudl- 
ours  and  forty-seven  minutes, 
leven  hours  and  fifty-five  mln- 
Thls  is  the  fastest  time  made  between  Chi- 
cago n  ud  1 1  id  I  n  nn  |  xi  I  Is  and  Cincinnati  by  any  line. 
Cincinnati  Flyer  "is  equipped  with  elegant 


anaijnlis,  ! 


m  celebrated   high-backed 
nd  dining-car.     OlTT 
t.,  Chicago,  111. 


If  you  get  an  Almanac,  be  sure  to  get  a  good 
ic    The  Brethren's  Almanac  has  all  the 
essentials  of  a  first-class  Almanac, 


CATARRH  INHALER 

FREE. 

I  will  mail  auy  reader  of  the  MESSENGER 
one  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats  Catarrh,  Asthma,  Hay 
Fever,  Sick  Headache,  Sore  Throat,  ana 
Colds  in  the  Head.  It  gives  instant  reliet- 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  send 
me  50  cents  (half  price),  or  return  the  in- 
haler in  the  original  package.  I  have  sent  out 
many  hundred,  and  have  nothing  hut  goou 
reports  from  them.  Every  family  needs  one. 
Send  for  it.  Agents  wanted.  Address 
DR.  B>.  J.  XVORST, 
Patent  applied  lor.  ASHLAND,  OHIO. 


The  Gospel  Messenger, 


"SET  FOR    THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil.  I :  ij. 
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^EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY^ 

Daniel  Somhers  has  this  to  say,  in  the  October 
Graphic  Review,  concerning  houses  of  worship: 
"  We  find  many  meetinghouses  so  built  that  the 
pulpit  is  either  a  cold  box  in  winter,  or  a  sweat 
box  in  summer.  If  the  pulpit  is  between  the  doors, 
then  it  is  a  good  place  to  kill  a  preacher  in  the 
winter  season,  and  if  it  is  in  the  other  end  of  the 
house,  with  no  window  nor  door  in  that  end,  it  is 
a  sweat  box  in  summer.  The  pulpit  should  always 
be  in  the  other  end  from  the  entrance,  and  on  one 
side  of  the  pulpit  should  be  a  door,  and  on  the 
other  side  should  be  a  window.  Both  the  door 
and  window,  when  thus  arranged,  can  be  used  for 
ventilation  when  needed,  and  the  door  will  often 
be  of  use  in  permitting  persons  near  the  pulpit  to 
pass  out.  Every  meetinghouse  should  have  such 
conveniences  as  a  coal  or  wood  house,  etc.  Then 
there  should  be  shutters  to  the  windows.  "  I  speak 
as  to  wise  men,  judge  ye  what  I  say."     I  Cor.  10:15. 

A  letter,  though  in  the  mails,  is  said  to  be  at 
the  command  of  the  writer  until  it  reaches  the 
hands  of  the  party  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  Should 
one  send  a  letter  to  a  distant  friend,  he  can  by  wire 
intercept  that  letter  at  the  friend's  post-office,  if  he 
feels  so  disposed,  and  have  it  returned.  At  most 
post-offices  are  blanks  for  this  purpose.  Not  a  few 
People,  in  their  haste,  mail  letters,  that  they  would 
■ike  to  recall  on  account  of  some  mistakes  they 
contain,  or  some  injudicious  expression  used. 
This  they  can  do  anytime  before  the  letter  is  deliv- 
ered. But  the  mistakes  made,  in  the  use  of  unkind 
words,  are  not  so  easily  recalled.  An  injudicious 
'etter  may  be  intercepted  and  returned  before  it 
wounds  the  feelings  of  a  friend,  but  there  is  no  way 
°f  intercepting  hastily-spoken  words  that  pierce 
the  heart  like  a  dagger.  The  only  remedy  is  a 
humble  apology  and  even  that  often  leaves  a  scar 
'hat,  now  and  then,  gives  rise  to  unpleasant  thoughts. 
James  says:  "  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the 
"me  is  a  perfect  man."    James  3:  2. 


The  South  seems  to  be  more  than  ordinarily  af- 
fected by  storms  this  season.  Last  week  a  de- 
structive cyclone  passed  ten  miles  west  of  Sherman, 
Texas,  while  another  demolished  everything  in  its 
path  twenty  miles  to  the  west  of  Guthrie,  Okla. 
A  severe  gale  visited  New  Orleans,  doing  much 
damage  to  parts  of  the  city.  It  passed  over  por- 
tions of  Mississippi,  destroying  an  immense  amount 
of  property  in  the  rural  districts.  The  week  be- 
fore a  cyclone  passed  near  Roanoke,  La.,  and  de- 
molished a  part  of  Bro.  C.  D.  Hylton's  house.  At 
the  hour  of  midnight  his  wife  and  children  fled  to 
a  stable  for  safety,  Bro.  Hylton  being  away  from 
home  at  the  time.  He  writes  that  they  were  home- 
less for  a  few  days,  but  by  the  assistance  of  kind 
neighbors  they  were  under  shelter  again. 


In  the  United  States  are  several  colonies  of  Ar- 
menians, and  others  will  be  established  as  time  goes 
by.  There  is  one  at  Fresno,  Cal.,  and  another  at 
Patterson,  Texas.  Both  are  said  to  be  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  Persecution  has  brought  these 
people  near  to  our  hearts,  and  we  begin  to  take  a 
special  interest  in  them.  Especially  are  the  Breth- 
ren interested  on  account  of  the  similarity  of  our 
faith  and  practices  in  some  respects.  The  Armen- 
ian Church  is  venerable  with  age.  Her  origin  is 
hid  in  remote  Christian  antiquity.  They  claim, 
however,  to  have  descended  from  one  of  the  apos- 
tles, who.  visited  their  country  and  established 
churches.  Their  manner  of  bapti/.iiis  io  Lhc  .^ctui.. 
as  ours,  the  threefold  immersion  having  always 
been  their  mode.  In  fact,  with  them  trine  immersion 
dates  far  beyond  the  origin  of  single  immersion. 
They  also  practice  feet-washing  and  the  salutation 
of  the  kiss.  By  our  late  Conference  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to  the  next 
Annual  Meeting  on  the  advisability  of  recognizing 
the  trine  immersion  of  the  Armenians  and  Greeks, 
in  Asia  Minor,  where  the  rite  was  administered  to 
adults,  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  where  the 
parties  are  willing  to  accept  the  faith  and  practice  of 
the  Brethren  in  full.  This  report  is  being  looked  for- 
ward to  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  by  our  people. 


When  the  Lord  gave  man  dominion  over  the 
"fowls  of  the  air"  (Ps.  8:  8)  he  never  intended 
him  to  abuse  the  power,  but  those  who  raise  pigeons 
for  the  sporting  market  are  doing  that  very  thing. 
It  is  a  shame  the  way  these  fowls  are  mutilated  for 
the  mere  amusement  of  men  and  boys  who  spend 
hours  shooting  the  innocent  birds  in  order  to  show 
their  skill  in  the  use  of  fire-arms.  For  army  ser- 
vice, the  pigeon  has  long  been  a  useful  servant  in 
the  way  of  carrying  news  to  distant  points.  They 
are  trained  for  this  purpose,  and  some  of  them 
have  been  known  to  fly  nearly  one  hundred  miles 
in  an  hour.  But  it  remained  for  a  physician  in 
Scotland  to  discover  a  still  wiser  use  for  the  pig- 
eon. Many  of  his  patients  live  quite  a  distance 
from  cities,  and  the  doctor  carries  with  him  some 
of  his  trained  pigeons  on  his  long  drives.  Should 
a  patient  need  medicine  quickly  the  doctor  writes  a 
prescription,  fastens  it  to  one  of  his  birds,  and  it 
soon  flies  to  his  home;  where  the  medicine  is  prop- 
erly made  up  and  sent  to  the  patient.  If  a  patient 
is  seriously  ill  he  leaves  a  pigeon,  which  at  a  given 
time  is  dispatched  to  his  office,  bearing  a  note  tell- 
ing the  condition  of  the  sick  person.  This  is  said  to 
prove  quite  a  help  to  a  physician  who  must  travel 
long  distances  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  sick. 
This  should  remind  the  Bible  student  of  the  use 
Noah  made  of  the  dove  in  gaining  information  con- 
cerning the  condition  of  the  flood.  We  here  learn 
that  the  dove  became  the  first  news-carrier. 


CoNsntERAHLE  has  been  published,  from  time  to 
time,  concerning  premature  burials.  If  there  is  any 
one  thing  that  most  people  dread  it  is  to  be  buried 
before  they  are  dead.  Dr.  J.  F.  Baldwin,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  in  a  late  issue  of  the  Scientific  American, 
maintains  that  the  people  of  this  country  need  have 
no  fears  of  being  put  under  the  ground  alive.  He 
has  investigated  some  reports  where  persons  were 
said  to  have  come  to  life  after  being  buried,  and  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  during  the  last  fifty 
years  not  one  instance  of  premature  burial  has  oc- 
curred in  the  United  States,  unless  during  the  hurry 
and  excitement  of  an  extensive  cholera  or  yellow 
fever  epidemic.  He  further  adds  that  even  were  a 
person  really  in  only  a  trance,  when  placed  in  the 
coffin,  our  present  burial  customs  would  cause  death 
to  occur  from  suffocation,  by  closure  of  the  coffin, 
long  before  the  grave  would  be  reached.  In  our 
judgment  people  need  not  have  so  much  fear  about 
being  buried  alive  as  they  should  have,  about  dying 
before  they  are  prepared  for  the  judgment. 


The  London  Standard  contains  an  account  of  a 
remarkable  discovery  made  near  Worms,  Ger- 
many, in  the  way  of  a  burying  ground  belonging 
to  the  Stone  Age,  or  an  age  dating  beyond  the  time 
of  Adam.  But  when  the  testimony  is  all  sifted,  we 
feel  assured  that  a  date  will  be  assigned  the  skele- 
tons discovered  within  the  limits  of  the  life  of  man 

on   tl th,   ■<■•■  I  tiH   down  by   Moses   in   G   nj 

About  seventy  graves  have  been  examined,  or  only 
a  part  of  the  very  ancient  burying  ground.  Over 
one  hundred  vessels  and  ornaments  have  been 
found  in  the  graves.  Not  the  slightest  trace  of  a 
metal  has  as  yet  been  discovered  in  the  graves;  jn 
the  other  hand,  the  presence  of  arm  rings  of  blue 
and  gray  slate  is  curious.  In  the  most  recently  op- 
ened graves  of  women  three  arm  rings  made  of 
slate  were  removed  from  the  upper  arm  of  one 
skeleton,  four  from  that  of  another  and  six  from 
the   lower  arm   of  a  third   skeleton.     In  a   man's 


grave 


the 


1  the  neck  of  the  skeleton  a  small 


nically  polished  ornament  of  syenite,  not  perfor- 
ated, but  provided  with  a  groove  for  the  string.  The 
other  ornaments  from  the  graves  consist  of  pearis, 
mussel-shells  made  in  the  form  of  trinkets,  perfor- 
ated boars'  tusks  and  small  fossil  muscles.  These 
ornaments  were  worn  by  men  and  women  alike. 
Ruddel  and  other  fragments,  which  were  used  for 
tattooing  and  coloring  the  skin,  are  also  frequent. 
In  hardly  a  single  case  was  there  missing  from 
the  women's  graves  the  primitive  cornmill,  consist- 
ing of  two  stones,  the  grinding  stone  and  the  grain 
crusher.  The  men's  graves  contain  weapons  and 
implements,  all  of  stone,  with  whetstones  and  hones 
for  sharpening  purposes.  They  consist  of  perfor- 
ated hammers,  sharpened  hatchets,  axes  and  chis- 
els, as  well  as  of  knives  and  scrapers  of  flint.  That 
there  was  no  want  of  food  is  shown  by  the  many 
vessels,  often  six  or  eight,  in  one  grave,  and  the  re- 
mains of  food  found  near  them,  the  latter  being 
bones  of  various  kinds  of  animals.  Several  success- 
ful photographs  have  been  taken  of  the  skeletons 
as  they  lie  in  the  graves  with  their  belongings,  so 
that  their  appearance,  after  a  repose  of  thousands 
of  years,  can  be  preserved  for  all  time.  Should 
these  turn  out  to  be  the  oldest  skeletons  yet  dis- 
covered, it  will  prove  at  least  one  thing,  and  that 
is,— the  primitive  man  was  not  a  monkey.  Some 
people  are  not  willing  to  believe  what  the  Bible 
says  of  the  intelligence  of  man  in  the  beginning, 
but  they  do  not  know  how  to  get  around  the  many 
discoveries  that  we  are  making,  relative  to  the 
antiquity  of  man. 
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THE  NEARNESS. 


!  that  dear  speech,  the  sands 
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And  cartb  for  near  two  thous; 

Has  circled  'round  the  sun; 
But  ycstcr  morning,  when  1  feared, 

Distinct  to  me  be  said: 
"  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled  mm 

Nor  let  it  be  afraid." 
1  know  how  different  the  folk 

Who  listened  then  might  seem- 
How  singular  their  ways  and  dress 

Our  modern  world  would  deem; 
But  though  of  other  mien  and  garb, 

And  not  of  Jewish  race, 
Last  night  to  mc  he  came  and  spoke 

"  I  leave  you  peace, — my  peace." 
1  know  the  land  is  far  away, 

And  many  a  sea-league  parts, 
Where  first  the  gracious  accent 

On  sorrowing,  anxious  hearts; 
Hut,  as  I  wept  to-day  in  grief, 

Right  here  I  caught  so  plain; 
'•I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless; 

I'll  surely  come  again." 

I  know  how  the  old  language  is 

In  which  the  Master  taught,— 
How  strange  to  mc  its  syllables, 

Conveying  meaning  naught; 

In  mother  tongue  expressed, 
I  heard:  "  Come,  all  ye  laden  ones, 
And  I  will  give  you  rest." 

I  know  how  glad  the  people  were 

Beside  Lake  Galilee: 
But  the  sweet  words  that  solaced  them 

Have  calm  and  peace  for  me: 
And  this,  too,  is  a  holy  land, 

And  Jesus  walks  our  streets; 
He  enters  every  humble  home 

And  blesses  all  he  meets! 

— New  York  Chri\tum  .ii/'.'c, ,//,-, 


OUR  fJREAT  NEED. 


BY  NANCY  D.  UNDERH1LL. 

The  one  great  and  all-important  need  of  the 
church  to-day  is  pure  heart  religion.  There  is 
much  superficial  church-membership  at  the  present 
time,  and  it  is  not  all  confined  to  the  popular  or- 
ganizations either.  Our  own  fair  Brotherhood  has 
its  share.  A  man  may  attire  himself  as  becometh 
a  devout  saint,  make  long  prayers  and  shed  many 
tears  over  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  yet  come 
short  of  the  promise  connected  with  the  condition 
named  by  our  Savior  in  Matt.  5:8.  He  may  brave- 
ly stand  up  for  the  doctrine  of  the  chnrch;  organ- 
ize prayer  meetings  and  work  with  an  untiring  en- 
ergy in  the  interest  of  the  church,  and  yet  not  pos- 
sess that  one  necessary  quality  which  will  entitle 
him  to  admission  at  the  King's  table  in  that  house 
of  many  mansions.  No  matter  how  pleasant  a 
speaker  he  may  be, — no  matter  how  zealous  a 
Uunker,— the  man  that  will  turn  his  hungry  broth- 
er from  the  door  empty,  saying,  "  Go,  work  for  your 
bread;  I  worked  for  all  I've  got,"  is  not  a  Christian, 
because  he  has  not  that  pure  heart  religion,  which 
comes  from  him  who  said,  "  Give  to  him  that  ask- 
eth  thee  and  from  him  that  would  borrow  of  thee 
turn  not  thou  away."     Matt.  5:  42;  Luke  6;  30, 

A  woman  may  scrupulously  avoid  wearing  any- 
thing that  would  be  to  the  least  degree  fashiona- 
ble, may  conform  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church  in 
every  outward  form,  never  miss  a  meeting,  have 
her  class  in  Sunday  school,  wear  a  long,  sanctimo- 
nious countenance,  abstain  from  doing  anything  at 
all  on  Sunday,  fix  over  her  old  cast-off  clothes  for 
poor  and  needy  children,  entertain  the  wayworn 
traveler,  and  modestly  tell  of  all  her  good  deeds 
over  and  over,  year  after  year,  till  her  neighbors 
get  tired  of  listening  to  them,  and  still  not  possess 
the  one  attribute  necessary  to  true  Christianity. 

"  Love  doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh 
not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked  thinketh  no 
evil;  rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,"    The  soul  that  en- 


joys unseemly  conversation  even  in  the  presence 
of  his  own  sex  exclusively,  is  not  pure  in  heart. 
The  soul  that  will  prevaricate  just  the  least  bit  for 
worldly  gain,  is  not  pure  in  heart.  The  men  and 
women  that  will  work  their  servants  fourteen  hours 
a  day,  five  days  a  week,  and  sixteen  on  Saturday, 
and  then  force  them  down  to  half  pay  and  make 
them  wait  several  months  for  that,  paying  it  by 
dribs,  with  a  great  deal  of  complaining,  though 
they  themselves  demand  a  high  price  for  all  they 
do,  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  no  matter  what  de- 
nominational name  or  garb  they  may  wear. 

The  man  that  scolds  his  wife,  making  her  day 
miserable  every  time  she  is  unable  to  get  a  meal 
ready  just  the  minute  he  desires  it,  or  who  cen- 
sures severely  every  time  some  little  accident  oc- 
curs, has  not  that  love  that  "is  not  easily  pro- 
voked:" and  the  woman  who  cares  more  for  the 
whiteness  of  her  floors  than  she  does  for  her  hus- 
band's happiness,  and  her  children's  peace,  is  not 
filled  with  the  spirit  of  Christ's  love. 

The  men  or  women  that  can  sit  for  hours,  day 
after  day,  recounting  the  evils  of  their  neighbors' 
lives,  seeing  some  fault  in  almost  every  one  they 
happen  to  know,  is  not  pure  in  heart;  for  "unto  the 
pure,  all  things  are  pure,"  and  "  love  thinketh  no 
evil."  The  soul  that  is  glad  because  of  the  down- 
fall of  a  brother  or  sister,  though  he  may  con- 
ceal his  pleasure  from  the  eyes  of  man  is  not 
pure.     "  God  looketh  on  the  heart." 

The  men  or  women  who  are  envious  of  some  one 
who  may  have  been  preferred  before  them,  is  not 
pure.  "  Love  envieth  not."  The  soul  that  loves 
to  tell  of  its  own  superior  qualities  and  good 
deeds  is  not  what  Christ  would  have  his  followers 
to  be. 

When  Jesus  was  among  men,  teaching  them  the 
lessons  of  life,  he  took  a  little  innocent  child,  say- 
ing, "  Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as  lit- 
tle children,  ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven." 

The  dear  little  pure-minded  children!  How  of- 
ten we  fervently  say,  "  God  bless  them,"  knowing 
that  he  does  bless  all  that  are  innocent  and  pure. 
"  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God." 
"As  one  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he."  Dear 
ones,  what  kind  of  thoughts  are  daily  in  our 
hearts?  If  there  are  evil  ones  there,  let  us  get  rid 
of  them,  for  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  can  not  dwell 
in  the  heart  where  evil  company  is  entertained. 

We  need  more  pure  heart  religion  in  the  church, 
but  it  is  an  individual  matter.  All  the  preaching 
and  writing  that  man  can  ever  do,  about  baptism, 
about  feet-washing,  about  plainness  of  apparel  and 
all  the  outward  manifestations  of  Christianity  can 
never  make  one  heart  pure  until  that  soul  hum- 
bles itself  as  a  little  child,  and  lets  the  light  of 
love  flow  in.  It  is  love  that  makes  our  hearts  pure. 
If  we  love  our  neighbor  as  ourself,  we  will  have 
compassion  on  him,  and  make  due  allowance  for 
his  weakness,  seeking  always  to  do  him  good 
not  harm.  If  we  love  one  another  as  Christ  1 
us,  there  will  be  no  room  in  our  hearts  for  bitter- 
ness, evil  thoughts  and  malicious  intentions  toward 
one  for  whom  Christ  died.  If  our  hearts  are  pure 
before  God,  we  will  not  need  to  be  admonished 
about  our  apparel.  The  heart  that  is  filled  with 
God's  love,  has  no  room  in  it  for  love  of  the  vain 
things  of  this  world.  The  heart  that  is  pure  does 
not  long  for  rich  and  beautiful  apparel  to  adorn 
self,  while  many  precious  ones  have  not  the  bare 
necessaries  of  life.  The  heart  that  is  pure,  does 
not  grasp  its  purse-strings  with  a  miserly  grip,  and 
seek  to  excuse  itself  for  not  giving  of  its  substance 
to  the  relief  of  human  suffering.  The  pure  heart 
does  not  feel  offended  when  the  minister  preaches 
a  sermon  on  "  giving,"  nor  begrudge  the  amount 
that  may  be  assigned  as  its  part  to  give. 

Blessed  is  the  pure  hearted  saint,  who,  though 
dwelling  in  an  humble  cottage,  gladly  shares  all  his 
earthly  possession  with  his  less  fortunate  neighbor, 
asking  no  return  and  making  no  display  of  his  gen- 
erosity. There  is  a  mansion  waiting  for  such  as  he. 
Blessed  is  that  pure-hearted  soul,  who  never  speaks 
evil  of  a  fellow-being  (Tit.  3:  2),  but  seeks  for  the 
good    in    every    soul,    trying    to    build   it   up,   to 


strengthen,  help  and  bless  poor,  struggling  humarl. 
ty  by  means  of  kind  words  and  little  acts  of  love  ' 

Reader,  do  you  want  a  pure,  clean  heart,  that 
God  can  look  upon  with  joy  and  not  sorro'w,_a 
heart  that  he  can  bless  and  keep  in  his  arms  of  l'ove 
forever,  shielding  it  from  all  the  dangers  and  evils 
_.:  the  world,  keeping  it  from  the  snares  of  the  ad- 
versary,  and  finally  granting  it  an  eternal  resting 
place  in  the  bright  mansions  of  light? 

It  can  be  had  without  money  or  price.  It  is  frce 
for  the  asking.  "Ask,  and  it  shall  be  given  you." 
"If  ye  then,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good 
gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  shall  your 
Heavenly  Father  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that 
ask  him?" 

Do  we  want  to  reform  the  church?  Let  us  begin 
by  reforming  the  individual.  Let  each  of  us  see  to 
it  that  there  is  one  pure  heart  in  the  church,  and 
Christ's  blessing  will  rest  upon  us. 


ROYAL  CRUMBS. 


BY  M.  M.  ESHELMAN. 


Aug.  25,  on  arriving  at  Belleville.  Kans.,  we 
found  that  two  appointments  had  been  made  for  us 
at  the  old  familiar  churchhouse,  where  originated, 
Oct.  25,  1885,  the  beginnings  of  a  good  work  in 
securing  a  home  in  America  for  that  brother  and 
family  who  first,  as  "a  wise  master-builder,"  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  Brethren's  present  foreign 
missionary  work.  At  that  time  and  place  $71  was 
contributed  for  that  brotherly  good-will. 

Accompanied  by  sister  Lizzie  Hillery  and  Lizzie 
Riddlesberger,  wife  and  I  started  Aug.  27,  in  pri- 
vate conveyance,  for  Portis,  Kans.,  eighty  miles  to 
the  west,  and  arrived  at  the  place  of  meeting  Aug. 
29,  while  Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  was  declaring  the  won- 
derful Words  of  Life.  Two  persons  were  revived 
into  fellowship  the  same  day,  and  the  feast  was 
kept  during  the  evening.  The  children  were  givau 
a  "chalk  talk"  ton  the  blackboard,  followcd'try 
excellent  words  from  sisters  Riddlesberger  an/ 
Elliott,  and  brethren  Hoff  and  Daggett. 

Sept.  I  I  reached  the  fifty-second  mile-stone  in 
my  existence,  and  in  the  evening  heard  sound 
words  on  "  Faith  and  Works,"  by  Bro.  J.  M. 
Mohler.  Sept.  2  our  efforts,  in  developing  Bible 
truths  and  principles,  began,  followed  by  short 
talks  on  such  texts  as  were  given  by  those  in  the 
audience  who  had  courage  to  present  them  as  we 
arose  to  speak.  God  gives  us  much  freedom  in 
this  way.  Sept.  11  the  Bible  Normal  closed  with 
commendable  interest  and  progress.  Those  who 
studied  had  no  cause  for  regrets  and  never  can 
have.  It  is  one  thing  to  be  a  passive  recipient  and 
quite  another  to  be  an  active  participant.  A  jug  is 
a  passive  recipient  until  it  is  full.  A  reaper  is  an 
active  participant  with  the  husbandman. 
*  #  * 

A  ride  of  seventy  miles  across  brooks  and  prairie 
land  with  Bro.  Geo.  Ackley,  set  us  down  at  Russell, 
in  the  home  of  that  dear  brother,  John  Holl  nger, 
and  family.  Thence  we  went,  Sept.  15,  to  Quinter, 
where  our  labors  with  the  saints  continued  until  the 
28th,  when  Bro.  B.  B.  Whitmer  conveyed  us  fifty 
miles  over  the  prairie  to  Jennings.  The  Quinter 
church  enjoyed  a  very  refreshing  feast  Seot.  19  an° 
20.  Bro.  John  Wertz  was  ordained  and  Bro.  Daniel 
Crist  given  additional  labors  in  the  ministry.  This 
people  have  withstood  many  crop  failures,  but  m 
spirit  seem  encouraged,  their  necessities  being  co- 
hesive blessings.     One  was  received  by  baptism. 

Sept.  29  found  us  in  the  Belleville  church  again, 
with  a  large  audience  at  the  opening  of  the  B> 
Normal.     The  interest  of  the  participants  and  °D- 
servers  was  most  excellent,  and,  considering  tha 
little  time  could  be  given  to  study,  very  eom»«  ' 
able   progress  was   made.     The   feast  took    p'a^ 
Oct.  10,  and  Bro.  Lemuel  Hillery,  of  Indiana.  bet^S 
present,  with  others,  was  very  helpful.    On  ->u 
morning   Bro.    B.  Talhelm,   sisters    Rose    G|ltJ     ' 
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Lizzie  Gauby  and  Ellen  Nicholson  talked  to  the 
hildren,  followed  by  some  blackboard  work  by  the 
writer.  Object  lessons  are  just  as  valuable  to  chil- 
dren as  bread,  wine,  supper,  feet-washing  and  holy 
kiss  are  to  brethren  and  sisters  as  object  lessons. 
Sister  Olive  Ball  has  so  trained  these  dear  "  little 
ones "  to  sing  that  our  eyes  gave  forth  tears  of  joy 

en  we  heard  the  sweet  voices  of  those  children. 
The  whole  congregation  is  also  well  drilled  in  good 
singing,  and  this  was  very  enjoyable  to  us.  The 
elder,  C.  S.  Holsingcr,  with   ministers  J.  Z.  Gilbert 

I  David  Holsinger,  and  the  deacons  and  Sunday 
school  teachers  and  dear  members,  are  doing  a 
faithful  work  for  souls.  Our  labors  closed  the 
evening  of  Oct.  14,  full  of  blessedness.  The  Bible 
studies  were  helpful  to  many,  and  the  associations 
were  helpful  to  us. 


RELIGIOUS  (?)  QUARRELS. 

BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 

"Forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one  another,  if  any 
an  have  a  quarrel  against  any:  even  as  Christ  forgave  you, 
lalsodoye."—  Col.  3:  13. 

I  have  chosen  the  name  "  Religious  Quarrels," 
for  this  discourse,  not  on  account  of  the  pure  re- 
ligious tone  that  is  in  quarrels,  but  because  so-called 
religious  people  so  often  engage  in  quarreling. 
There  were  contentious  and  quarrelsome  ones  in 
the  church  in  the  days  of  Paul,  as  well  as  now, — 
those  who  took  greater  delight  in  devouring  one 
another  than  in  eating  the  Bread  of  Life.  In  Sa- 
cred Writ  such  characters  are  condemned  as  dan 
gerous  persons.  "  They  have  sharpened  their 
tongues  like  a  serpent;  adders'  poison  is  under 
their  lips."  Psa.  140:  3.  Their  tongue  is  "  an  unru- 
ly evil,  full  of  deadly  poison."  Jas.  3:  8.  The 
fumes  of  hell  are  on  their  breath,  for  their  tongue 
'setteth  on  fire  the  course  of  nature;  and  it  is  set 
mi  fire  of  hell."  Jas.  3:  6.  They  will  kiss  a  man 
in  his  face,  upon  his  lips;  then  bite  him  in  his  back, 
or  stab,  him  under  the  fifth  rib.  See  2  Sam.  20:  9, 
tf.  \fi  they  can  not  devour  their  brothers  at  once, 
ffhey  will  poison  him  with  their  tongue  and  kill  his 
soul. 

Venomous  reptiles  are  full  of  poison  themselves, 
and  delight  in  biting  to  kill.  So  are  these  religious 
quarrelers,  first  full  of  venom  themselves,  and  they 
cannot  be  content  unless  they  can  infuse  it  to  oth- 
To  all  such  Paul  says,  "  But  if  ye  bite  and 
Mir  one  another,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  con- 
sumed one  of  another."  Gal.  5:  15.  James  in- 
»ms  them,  "  If  ye  have  bitter  envyings  and  strife 
1  your  hearts,  glory  not,  and  lie  not  against  the 
'rath.  This  wisdom  descendeth  not  from  above, 
out  is  earthly,  sensual,  devilish.  For  where  envy- 
ing and  strife  is,  there  is  confusion  and  every  evil 
work."    Jas.  3:  14-16. 

What  an  awful  picture  James  paints!  And  yet 
now  exactly  he  has  described  the  conditions  as 
found  in  the  local  church,  frequently!  It  is  no  un- 
common thing  to  find  grudges  existing  between  in- 
dividuals and  even  between  families.  Often  these 
Iges  are  based  upon  some  imaginary  offense. 
It  frequently  occurs  that  one  cultivates  a  dislike  for 
bother  on  no  other  ground  than  a  mere  difference 
°f  opinion  on  a  very  small  matter.  A  small  differ- 
ence of  opinion  is  allowed  to  grow  into  a  feeling  of 
LS'ike  and,  possibly,  into  hatred.  Such  conduct 
"|  very  sinful  in  the  sight  of  a  kind  Savior.  These 
rudges  are  taken  along  to  council-meetings  and 
0  Public  services.  When  making  calls  and  visit- 
g,  they  are  also  taken  along.  Such  persons  are 
=v«  seeking  to  get  you  on  their  side.  If  you  be- 
f  t0  meddle  with  such  things,  you  will  finally  be 
°'ry  for  it.  ■•  He  that  passeth  by,  and  meddleth 
'  "  *trife  belonging  not  to  him,  is  like  one  that 
«h  a  dog  by  the  ears."  Prov.  26:  17. 
is  usS  Hbab'eS  aK  rocked  in  "adles,  so  the  church 
sed  as  a  cab  in  which  to  jostle  these  grudges, 
h  '"  "  results  in  the  destruction  of  peace  and 
are  leT"    '"   the   farnil>'  and   the   church.    Souls 

must\,,«  ruin  and  the  name  of  our  hoIy  relieion ! 

and  reProach.     Factions  arise  in  the  church, 

P«ty  Hne9  are   drawn  that  require  years  of  I 
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hard  work  to  erase.  How  much  better  if  all  would 
work  together  harmoniously  and  thus  save  souls 
instead  of  quarreling!  If  all  would  cultivate  a  for- 
giving spirit,  and  "  love  one  another  with  a  pure 
heart  fervently,"  1  Pet.  1:  22,  the  happiness  of  the 
home  and  the  best  interests  of  the  church  would  be 
subserved,  and  all  concerned  would  enjoy  life  bet- 
ter, and  darkness  would  turn  to  day. 

The  cause  of  Christ  suffers  more  from  these  in- 
ternal commotions  than  from  all  other  forces  com- 
bined. "  For  where  envying  and  strife  is,  there  is 
confusion  and  every  evil  work."     Jas.  3:  16. 

"Very  well,"  says  somebody,  "but  how  shall  we 
adjust  these  old  difficulties?  "  Answer. — Just  as  you 
settle  your  coffee  by  taking  it  off'  the  fire,  you  may 
settle  your  feuds  and  grudges  by  not  firing  them. 
Quit  carrying  wood!  Quit  peddling  your  difficul- 
ties and  quarrelsl  "Where  no  wood  is,  there  the 
fire  goeth  out:  so  where  there  is  no  talebearer,  the 
strife  ceaseth."  Prov.  26:  20.  Begin  to  love  as 
brethren,  instead  of  hating  as  enemies!  Carry  the 
good  things  of  your  Christian  experience  to  others 
and  not  your  difficulties.  Tell  the  "beauty  there 
is  in  holiness!"  Stop  telling  the  faults  of  others! 
Get  the  beam  out  of  your  own  eye,  then  help  your 
brother  with  his  mote. 

Reconsecrate  yourself  to  God,  and  quit  serving 
Satan.  In  short,  stop  being  a  hypocrite!  BE  a 
CHRISTIAN!  To  claim  to  be  a  child  of  God, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  quarreling,  is  a  sure 
mark  of  hypocrisy,  for  Jesus  says,  "  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers:  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children 
of  God."  Matt.  5:  9.  He  that  soweth  discord 
among  brethren  is  both  hateful  and  abominable  to 
the  Lord.  Prov.  6:  19.  "Let  us  therefore  follow 
after  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  and  things 
whereby  one  may  edify  another."  Rom.  14:  19. 
"  Live  in  peace;  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace 
shall  be  with  us."  2  Cor.  13:  11.  Nothing  so  com- 
pletely overcomes  Satan  as  peace  among  God's 
children. 

Lanark,  III. 


THE  DEPARTED. 


BV  C.  H.  BALSIiAUGH. 


James  M.  Neff, 

Well  Beloved  in  Christ: — 

You  are  not  forgotten.  Although  I  have  been 
silent  so  long,  your  bereavement  has  touched  a 
chord  of  profound  sympathy  in  my  heart.  God 
hath  done  it,  and  we  will  trust  Him  in  the  most  in- 
scrutable providences.  To  you  Jesus  repeats  John 
13:  7  with  all  the  tenderness  of  His  great  divine- 
human  heart.  Whatever  touches  and  wounds  us, 
also  vibrates  through  His  glorified  humanity.  The 
future  will  vindicate  the  present.  Now  we  see 
through  a  glass  darkly;  but  soon  with  open  vision 
shall  we  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  that  beatific  vision 
will  be  the  solution  of  every  mundane  perplexity. 

The  departure  of  your  beloved  has  only  added 
another  magnet  to  the  treasures  of  the  celestial 
realms.  She  is  waiting  for  your  arrival,  and  will 
not  wait  long. 

Mystery  there  will  always  be,  but  faith  rests  in 
God,  and  can  wait  for  the  evolution  of  the  divine 
purpose,  with  the  assurance  that  infinite  Love  and 
Wisdom  have  charge  of  the  least  particular  in  the 
divine  administration.  Perfect  faith  and  perfect 
peace,  and  inseparable. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


THE  MIND  OP  CHRIST. 


'  J.  L.  SNAVELY. 


"  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus." — 
Philpp.  5:2. 

"  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ 
Jesus,"  is  as  needful  to  all  Christians  living  now,  as 
when  Paul  wrote  it  to  the  Philippians;  hence,  to 
have  the  mind  of  Christ  is  not  only  a  privilege, 
but  a  heaven-enjoined  duty,  that  Christ  has  left  us 
in  his  Word.  He  has  made  it  our  duty  to  seek  out 
his  mind,  and  possess  it. 


If,  in  the  great  day  of  reckoning,  there  is  a  barrier 
between  eternal  life  and  the  souls  of  men,  it  will 
be  for  the  want  of  Christ's  mind  and  spirit.  Rom. 
8:  9  tells  us,  "To  be  carnally  minded  is  death,  but 
to  be  spiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace." 

Those  who  have  the  mind  of  Christ  are  never 
without  some  service  and  likeness  to  their  Lord. 
Why  are  so  many  unfruitful  in  the  kingdom  of 
God?  Why  is  there  a  cold,  heartless  worship,  de- 
void of  profit  to  dying  humanity?  Why  all  these 
excuses  for  not  obeying  Christ's  commandments? 
Why  do  people  go  picking  and  choosing  among 
their  duties  and  commandments,  and  leave,  what 
does  not  suit  them,  unfilled?  The  answer  crashes 
through  our  wriggling  and  excuses:  "Because  of 
the  want  of  the  mind  of  Christ."  So,  when  the 
Jews  insisted  upon  it,  that  Abraham  was  their  Fa- 
ther, Jesus  showed  them  that  if  they  had  been  the 
genuine  children  of  Abraham,  they  would  have 
copied  his  example. 

What  a  common  delusion,  for  us  to  soothe  our- 
selves by  the  notion  that  we  have  done  our  duties, 
when  we  have  done  only  a  part  of  them,  while  we 
manage  to  ignore  the  unobeyed  portion  of  the 
commandments,  and  imagine  ourselves  very  good 
people?  May  not  the  unobeyed  precepts  be  like 
the  missing  stones  in  a  great  building,  for  the  want 
of  which  the  whole  tumbles  into  ruins? 

There  is  nothing  that  will  meet  the  great  and 
crying  need  of  Christendom  to-day,  except  the 
mind  of  Christ, — a  mind  enshrined  in  an  authori- 
tative revelation,  centered  in  the  Godman  and  his 
atoning  sacrifice.  In  this  only  can  be  realized  the 
mighty  power  for  the  saving  of  souls,  which  have 
come  out  of  every  conflict,  with  their  cross  lifted 
over  new  battlements  of  error  and  wrong. 

Some  time  ago  a  young  man  came  and  offered 
himself  as  a  penitent,  setting  the  time  to  be  re- 
ceived into  the  church  by  baptism.  When  the 
time  came  for  him  to  be  received  he  had  fled  to 
parts  unknown.  What  is  the  lesson?  The  mind  of 
man  is  the  greatest  factor  in  governing  his  life. 
Now,  as  ever,  as  "a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is 
he." 

Deception  may  be  practiced  for  awhile,  but,  by 
and  by,  the  real  mind  of  the  man  works  itself  out, 
in  his  own  words  and  actions.  How  important  that 
the  mind  that  was  in  "Christ  Jesus  be  in  us!"  It 
is  the  important  element  of  church  strength,  but 
this  has  never  been  a  favorite  way  of  the  natural 
man.  He  loves  to  twist  and  turn,  and  push  ahead, 
and  will,  in  fact,  do  anything  but  follow  this  mind, 
and  consequently  he  gets  himself  deeper  and  deep- 
er in  trouble.  We  need  to  stop  vindicating  ourselves 
and  fling  away  our  obstinate  impenitence  and  open 
our  hearts  for  the  mind  "  which  was  in  Christ  Je- 

You  can  not,  reasonably,  expect  to  force  "  food, 
and  medicine  between  firmly-locked  lips,  and  set 
teeth."  What  is  life  and  peace  to  the  Christian, 
is  disgusting  to  him  who  walks  after  the  fl  sh. 
You  talk  with  church  and  committee  men,  and  they 
are  often  heard  saying,  "  Oh  if  we  only  had  an  elo- 
quent preacher,  our  church  would  grow  in  num-  ■ 
bers  and  in  strength."  If  Paul  were  to  come  to 
some  of  the  congregations,  he  would  not  meet  with 
a  warm  reception.  It  is  written:  "  He  came  not 
with  excellency  of  speech,  or  of  wisdom,  declaring 
the  testimony  of  God."  Now,  as  then,  those  whose 
thoughts  were  centered  upon  the  eloquence  of  the 
man,  would  go  away  in  disappointment,  exclaiming, 
"  His  bodily  presence  is  weak,  and  his  speech  con- 
temptible." 

God  forbid  that  his  people  should  ever  fall  into 
the  error  of  estimating  the  strength  of  the  church 
by  the  standards  of  the  world.  The  strength  of  the 
church  is  not  to  be  measured  by  eloquent  preach- 
ing, numbers,  wealth,  or  worldly  tricks,  but  in  the 
sameness  and  likeness  of  the  mind  of  Christ  and  in  the 
devotion  of  the  membership  to  him.  The  church 
of  Laodicea  estimated  her  strength  by  the  standard 
of  the  world,  and  it  is  a  type  of  the  individuals  and 
churches  who  thus  measure.  "  Because  thou  sayest, 
I  am  rich,  and  increased  with  goods,  and  have 
need  of  nothing," 
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If  you  had  gone  there  you  might  have  said, 
"  Here,  to  all  human  appearances,  is  a  church  strong 
and  powerful.  Here  is  a  church,  not  hampered  by 
the  lack  of  means."  This  was  a  church  conscious 
of  its  own  greatness.  It  said,  "  I  am  rich,"  but 
notice,  the  eye  of  omniscient  God  looks  on,  and 
reverses  the  judgment. 

Oh  how  blessed  to  have  the  spirit  and  mind  of 
Christ!  It  is  good  to  have  it,— good  to  believe 
it,— but  better  to  live  it.  Here  lies  the  power  and 
strength  of  the  church  today,  as  in  the  times  of 
its  greatest  victories  in  the  past. 

The  Christ-life  of  its  members  is  the  greatest  ar- 
gument for  the  ministers.  If  we  live  well,  we  will 
sneered  well.  "  Let  the  mind  of  Christ  dwell  in  you." 
Then,  with  one  mind,  working  together  in  union, 
with  enthusiasm,  to  extend  his  kingdom,  the  church 
becomes  irresistible.  We  repeat,  —  all  efficient 
Christian  living  must  be  governed  by  the  mind  which 
was  in  Christ  Jems.  May  we  belter  enforce  and 
adorn  this  mind  in  our  lives! 

Alvo,  N,  lir. 


TITLES. 


l'.V   llOWAKH  MILLER. 


In  my  possession  is  a  book  in  which  are  pasted 
the  cut-out  forms  of  address  from  the  backs  of  en- 
i  elopes  that  have  come  to  me  in  my  correspon- 
ilence.  There  are  forty  of  them,  and  it  would 
hardly  seem  possible  for  that  many  people  to  ring 
as  many  changes  on  the  simple  name  at  the  head 
of  this  article,  but  they  did  it. 

This  leads  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  titles 
l  hat  are  often  given  people  in  their  address.  The 
particular  one  that  I  feel  disposed  to  combat  is 
"  Rev."  As  a  title  to  distinguish  preachers  from 
other  folks  it  is  a  misnomer,  as  one  man  is  no  more 
reverend  than  another  as  long  as  he  behaves 
equally  well.  It  may  serve  to  please  the  very 
young  or  the  empty-headed,  but  when  applied  to 
persons  conscious  of  their  own  weaknesses  it  is  a 
sad  piece  of  affectation.  It  is  a  little  the  world- 
liest thing  that  a  man  can  have  put  to  his  name. 
I  can  see  how  John  Smith,  living  in  a  community 
of  John  Smiths,  and  feeling  that  he  is  so  revered, 
so  far  out  of  the  ordinary,  that  all  who  address 
him  should  preface  his  name  with  '"  reverend," 
should  want  the  distinguishing  title,  but  to  the 
average  Smith,  of  sound  mind  and  morals,  the 
every-day  "  Mr."  is  good  enough. 

It  is  a  fashion,  and  a  very  thin  one.  Imagine 
a  letter  to  Rev.  Paul,  or  Rev.  Moses.  Does  it 
sound  right?  If  not,  then  drop  it  when  you  ad- 
dress John  Smith.  In  purely  worldly  matters  it 
is  not  only  common  but  often  politic  to  give  the 
formal  title  to  which  the  office  of  the  man  per- 
tains, but  the  kingdom  of  God  has  no  such  distinc- 
tions, and  they  should  not  be  added.  This  is  only 
my  opinion,  and  the  reader  has  the  right  to  do  as 
he  pleases  with  his  own  name,  but  I  think  that  the 
name  one's  parents  gave  is  good  enough  for  all 
„  ordinary  purposes  without  any  trimmings  that 
have  their  foundations  in  fashion  and  current  cus- 
tom that  is  not  based  on  sense. 

Lewisburg,  Pa. 


THE  DUNKARDS. 


Under  the  above  heading  (it  should  read  Dunk- 
ers,  however),  the  Pittsburg  (Pa.)  Times,  oi  recent 
date,  contains  a  very  interesting  article  concern- 
ing the  Brethren.  And  while  all  the  statements 
are  not  strictly  correct,  still  the  communication  is 
well  worth  reading,  end  will  do  good.  We  give 
it  below  in  full,  just  as  it  appeared  in  the  Times: 

Meyersdale,  Pa.,  Oct.  19. — Dunkards,  or  "  Tunk- 
ers,"  are  a  sect  of  American  Baptists,  originating 
in  Germany.  The  name,  as  its  second  form  indi- 
cates, is  a  nickname,  meaning  "dippers,"  from  the 
German  "  tunken,"  to  dip.  The  name  they  are 
constituted  under,  however,  is  German  Baptist 
Brethren,  and  the  founder  of  the  organization 
was  Alexander  Mack,  who   was   born   in    1679,  in 


Schreisheim,  in  the  Electoral. of  Palatia,  between 
Mannheim  and  Heidelberg,  Germany.  The  be- 
ginning of  the  organization  dates  from  1708,  when 
he  and  his  wife  and  six  others  were  immersed  in 
the  river  Aeder.  The  first  church  in  the  new 
world  was  founded  by  its  originator,  Alexander 
Mack,  in  1729,  in  the  vicinity  of  Germantown, 
near  Philadelphia.  The  illustrious  Mack  died  in 
the  year  1735  and  was  buried  in  the  Brethren's 
public  burial  ground,  and  the  following  brief  in- 
scription on  an  unpretentious  slab  marks  the  place: 
"Here  rest  the  remains  of  A.  M.,  born  1679,  died 
1735,  aged  56  years." 

From  the  small  beginning  of  four  members  in 
the  United  States,  the  membership  has  increased 
until  it  now  numbers  over  2,000  ministers  and  al- 
most 100,000  lay-members,  with  congregations  in 
almost  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  missions  in 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Asia  Minor  and  India. 

The  Dunkards  believe  in  trine  immersion  as  the 
Gospel  mode  of  baptism.  The  candidate  descends 
into  the  water  and  when  in  a  kneeling  posture  is 
pushed  forward,  and  entirely  submerged  three 
times.  Their  love  feast,  or  feast  of  charity,  is 
identical  to  that  meal  the  Savior  ate  just  before 
he  brake  and  blessed  the  bread,  and  the  Commun- 
ion follows  the  meal  above  referred  to.  The  love 
feast  usually  begins  shortly  after  the  examination 
services,  when  those'  who  deem  themselves  worthy 
to  participate  in  this,  to  the  orthodox  Dunkard, 
solemn  and  impressive  ceremony,  file  in  and  seat 
themselves  around  the  tables  provided  for  that 
purpose.  The  ceremony  is  begun  with  feet-wash- 
ing. The  communicants  remove  their  shoes  and 
stockings,  and  with  a  vessel  containing  water,  and 
girded  with  a  towel,  wash  and  dry  each  other's 
feet.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  ceremony  the  com- 
municants greet  each  other  with  the  kiss  of  charity. 
After  the  feet-washing  comes  the  feast  of  charity, 
when  each  partakes  of  a  quantity  of  lamb  meat 
and  a  preparation  made  of  the  broth  of  the  meat, 
with  bread  added.  This  is  followed  by  the  Com- 
munion, which,  with  possibly  few  exceptions,  is 
similar  to  that  administered  in  other  churches. 

These  occasions  usually  pass  off  very  quietly, 
though  occasionally  the  services  are  disturbed  by 
rowdies,  doubtless  seeking  for  notoriety,  and  they 
generally  get  what  they  are  looking  for  from  the 
hands  of  the  civil  authorities  when  information  is 
made. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  some  unscrupulous  writ- 
ers that  the  Dunkards  are  ignorant,  hold  their 
meetings  in  barns,  etc.  This  statement  lacks  the 
essence  of  truth.  In  all  organized  cohgregations 
they  have  houses  of  worship,  and  while  they  may 
not  be  classed  as  models  of  architecture,  and  lack 
fancy  windows  and  sky-scraping  spires,  they  are 
cozy,  comfortable,  and  in  every  respect  answer  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  designed.  The 
meetinghouse  at  this  place  is  a  two-story  building, 
has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  five  hundred,  is 
heated  by  hot  air  and  lighted  by  electricity.  This 
"peculiar"  people  support  seven  first-class  col- 
leges, located  as  follows:  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  North 
Manchester,  Ind„  Bridgewater,  Va.,  Mt.  Morris, 
111.,  McPherson,  Kans.,  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  and  Fruit- 
dale,  Ala. 

Early  in  the  church's  history  her  publishing 
interests  were  carefully  looked  after  and  developed. 
The  first  publishing  house  of  the  Dunkards  was 
located  at  Berleburg,  Germany.  A  printing  press 
was  set  up,  for  the  Brethren  believed  in  the  liberal 
use  of  printers'  ink.  Here,  in  1726,  the  celebrated 
Berleburg  Bible,  with  notes,  was  published  in  three 
volumes,  a  copy  of  which  may  be  seen  in  the  Cas- 
sel  Library  at  Mt.  Morris,  111.  The  printing  press 
was  afterwards  sent  to  America,  where,  in  1736,  it 
came  into  the  possession  of  Elder  Christopher 
Saur  (Sower),  and  he  used  it  to  print  the  first  re- 
ligious paper  and  the  first  Bible  printed  in  Amer- 
ica. Elder  Saur,  the  printer,  was  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon ability.  He  received  a  liberal  education  in 
the  University  of  Marburg,  Germany,  and  began 
work  under  great  difficulties.  A  friend  in  Frank- 
fort, Germany,  sent  him  a  part  of  the  type.  A  few 
pages  of  the  Bible  were  set  up  and  printed  and  the 


type  distributed  to  be  set  up  again.  Aftei 
deal  of  labor  and  numerous  reverses,  he  succ^ed^' 
in  1743.  in  sending  out  the  first  edition  of  the  t' 
Bible  published  in  a  European  language  in  A  'S' 
ica.      The  residence  of  this   important   n«...    "' 


portant  persona,, 
in  the  history  of  the  Dunkard  church  is  still  sta  ,,' 
ing,  and  occupies  the  premises  now  known  "a, 
Nos.  4645  to  4653  Germantown  Avenue,  Philadel 
phia,  and  was  erected  in  1731.  The  only  pa  ' 
now  published  in  the  interest  of  the  church  a" 
recognized  by  the  church  as  official  is  the  Gosn 
Messenger,  printed  at  Mt.  Morris,  111.  it  js  . 
able  and  vigorous  exponent  of  the  doctrine  0] 
primitive  Christianity,  and  circulates  in  almost  ev- 
ery family  of  the  Brotherhood. 

Many  of  the  great  principles  which  underlie  the 
foundation  of  our  government,  and  help  to  make 
it  the  greatest,  grandest  and  best  on  earth,  were 
first  advocated  and  agitated  by  this  religious  de- 
nomination, of  which,  apparently,  there  is  so  little 
known.  As  far  back  as  1782  and  at  all  the  inter- 
vening Annual  Meetings  up  to  i860,  they  were 
vigorous  in  their  denunciation  of  slavery,  though 
they  did  not  countenance  war  as  the  proper  means 
of  its  suppression.  They  wished  the  settlement 
amicably  brought  about  by  arbitration,  and,  hence, 
they  were  the  first  advocates  of  arbitratic 
means  of  settling  disputes — national  and  interna- 
tional— which,  in  the  near  future,  bids  fair  to  d 
away  with  war.  At  their  Annual  Meeting  in  17! 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
"  Concerning  the  un-Christian  negro  slave  trade, 
it  has  been  unanimously  considered  that  it  cannot 
be  permitted  in  any  wise  by  the  church,  tl 
member  could,  or  should  purchase  negroe 
keep  them  as  slaves.  But  concerning  brother  John 
Van  L.,  who  bought,  a  considerable 
negro  wench  ...  it  is  the  united  and 
sel  of  the  church  the  said  brother  L.  shall 
old  negro  wench  go  free  fron 
tell  her  that  she  is  free:  but  if  she  will  not  leave 
him  after  she  is  given  her  liberty,  then 
enter  with  her  into  a  contract  for  wages."  ~'J£-"' 
On  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  the  fiqmr 
traffic  this  church  has  been  on  record  for 
than  a  century.  At  a  meeting  of  Conferen 
1783  the  following  action  was  taken  relative  to 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors; 

"At  this  great  meeting  a  unanimous  conclusion 
is  laid  down  with  regard  to  the  very  offensive  evil 
which  has  endeavored  to  gain  ground  in  the  church, 
and  by  which  already  much  mischief  has  been 
done,  while  the  brotherly  counsel  has  been  repeat 
edly  given  that  distilleries  (of  ardent  spirits)  i 
the  church  (among  members)  should  be  put  awiy. 
And  since  there  are  still,  from  time  to  time,  more 
erected,  it  has  been  at  this  time  unanimously  con- 
cluded that  those  brethren  who  have  distilleries, 
should  be  earnestly  admonished  to  put  them  out 
of  the  way;  and  when  they  have  been  admonished 
in  sincere  love,  once  and  again,  and  they  would 
not  obey  the  counsel  of  the  church,  and  not  put 
away  this  loathsome  idol,  we  could  not  break  to 
bread  of  Communion  with  them,  and  have  to  with- 
draw,  also,  the  kiss  and  church  counsel  from  them 
until  they  are  willing  again  to  hear  the  church,  as 
they  have  promised,  also,  at  first,  at  their  I 
before  God  and  many  witnesses." 

In  war  the  Dunkards  are  non-resistant,  and  w» 
not  take  up  arms  against  their  brother,  being 
cere  advocates  of  adjustment   by  arbitration, 
the  United  States  they  are  exempt  from  mili«r) 
duty.     Several  members   of  the  church,  in  Sweden 
are  at  present  undergoing  imprisonment  for  r   _  \ 
ing  to  serve  a  required  term  in  the  army,    v 
the  civil  war  in  this   country  hundreds  were 
carcerated  in   Southern  prisons  for  refusing  to  ta 
up  arms  at  the  call  of  the  Confederacy. 

They  believe  that  the  anointing  of  the  sick  v 
oil  is  efficacious,   and  many  will  adopt  no  ot^ 
means  of  recovery.     Musical   instruments  are     .( 
countenanced   in   religious   worship,   and   al    ^ 
singing,  which  is  a  feature  of  their  order  0 
ship,  is  rendered  without  orchestral  accompan  ^ 
To  them,  also,  belongs  the  honor  of  esti 
the  first  Sunday  school. 
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pious 


Dunkards  are  a  quiet,  peaceable,  industrious, 
people.  They  are  generally  wealthy,  and 
d  to  the  poor  of  the  community  in  which  they 
'  je  They  are  remarkably  simple  in  their  hab- 
■"'  plain  in  dress  and  spiritual  in  their  worship. 
Th'ey  are  intelligent,  and  as  a  general  rule,  can  con- 
verse  readily  upon  the  leading  topics  of  the  day, 
H  while  they  exercise  in  the  right  of  franchise 
a  greater  degree  than  they  are  credited,  they 
1  active  part  in  politics. 


take  i 


HOW  TO  BAPTIZE. 


port,  all  the  Greek  sailors  and   fruit  sellers,   etc. 

Then   he   got    a   Greek   schoolmaster  to    read    to 

them,  and  to  talk  to  them  about  it,  and  in  a  short 

time  he  came  to  me  and  said,  "  Oh,  shepherd,  take 

me  to  the  still  waters  and  baptize  me." 
I  said,  "  Anarure,  what  does  baptisma  mean?" 
"  Why,"  he  said,  "  Baptisma  means  baptisma." 
"  But,"  I  said,  "  what  does  bapt:sma  mean?     Does 

it  mean  that  I  shall  take  some  water  and  sprinkle 

it  upon  your  head  or  face?  " 


In  his  pamphlet  on  the  Christian  ordinance  of 
baptism,  Dr.  Dowie  makes  use  of  this  forcible  il- 
lustration: 

Close  to  the  City  of  Sidney,  Australia,  I  was 
pastor  for  a  time  of  a  church  at  Manly  Beach,  a 
beautiful  sea-side  parish. 

Manly  is  a  little  town  inside  the  beautiful  Har- 
bor of  Sidney,  which  is  one  of  the  loveliest  harbors 
in  the  world,  containing,  it  is  said,  nearly  1,000 
miles  of  water  frontage  inside  the  Heads,  and  be- 
jeweled  everywhere  with  lovely  evergreen  islands; 
for  the  native  trees  in  Australia  never  wholly  lose 
their  leaves.  It  is  a  very  lovely  place,  and  it  was 
my  privilege  to  live  there  for  a  time,  and  to  have 
a  very  pleasant  work  as  pastor  of  the  Manly  Con- 
gregational church. 

Sidney  came  down  to  hear  me;  and  subsequent- 
ly I  went  up  to  Sidney. 

While  living  there,  seven  miles  down  the  harbor, 
I  had  to  wait  sometimes  at  the  Circular  Quay  for 
my  steamer,  and  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
fruit-seller  there,  whose  name  was  Anarure  Pano 
in  Greek,   and  who  had  been  born  in  Smyrna.     I 


"  No,"  he  said. 
"What  does  it 
"  Why,"  he  said, 
irinkling." 
"Well,"  I   said, 
ean?" 


ean? 
"  that  i 


rhar.tisma ;  which  means 


are,   what  do 
/as   theologh 


baptisma 


:ry  little  English,  but  he  be- 
e  and  I  in  him.     He  did  me 
e  him  little  gifts, 
one  day,  in  his  o" 


tongue 


e  with  such  a  sad  face,  ; 

,  tongue;  "  I  do  not  knc 

'  Anarure,  would  you  like  to  knov 

ome   to   the  conclusion  that  you: 


nd  he; 
-Je 


found  that  he  knew 
came  interested  in 
little  favors,  and  I  g 

At  last  I  said  to  h 
"  Do  you  love  J 

Up  looked  at  1 
"  &Jb,"  in  his  ow 

1  said  to  him: 
God?     I    have 
heart  is  sad." 

The  tears  gathered  in  his  eyes  and  he  said,  "  You 
ae  very  kind.  I  am  very  sick  and  I  am  very  sad, 
and  I  am  very  bad;  a  very  bad  man." 

I  had  been   praying  for  my  Greek  friend,  and  it 


seemed  to   me  a: 
very  beautifully. 


After  I 


ontin 


had  never  reac 
and  had  never  ! 
1  got  a  copy  i 
thcke,"  that  is 
and   I  determi 


if  God  had  opened  up  the  way 

d  the  conversation  I  found  he 
opy  of  the  Scriptures  in  his  life, 
a  complete  Bible.  So  one  day 
lodern  Greek  of  "  He  palaia  dia- 
Old  Will,  the  Old  Testament, 
I  would  not  show  him  a  New 
Testament  until  he  had  read  the  Old. 

After  he  had  begun  to  read  "  He  palaia  diat/ieie," 
how  delighted  he  was  every  time  I  would  come  to 
the  landing!  He  would  hold  on  to  me,  and  he 
would  have  a  nice  present  for  me  of  fruit,  and  he 
would  tell  me  the  wondrous  things  he  was  reading, 
and  he  would  say:  "It  is  wonderful  about  Adam 
and  that  mean  devil."  And  he  would  tell  me 
about  Noah  and  the  awful  flood.  He  was  intense- 
ly interested  in  Moses;  and  spoke  of  what  a  mighty 
character  Moses  was.  And  then  he  went  on,  and 
I  had  the  most  refreshing  kind  of  remarks  regard- 
ing the  Bible  from  a  man  that  had  never  read  it. 
And  when  he  got  through,  he  said  he  was  sorry 
he  had  got  through  the  Bible,  and  I  said,  "You  are 
only  half  through." 

"Well,"    he    said,    "I    did    not 
about  Jesus." 

I  said,  "  Anarure,  that  was  the  Old  Will,  and  I 
nave  been  waiting  for  you  to  get  through,  and  I 
took  out  of  my  pocket  "  He  Kaine  diatheke,"  the 
New  Will. 

Oh,  how  delighted  he  was,  as  he  read  it  from  day 
to  day,  and  the  Old  Testament,  beautiful  as  it  was, 
faded  away  before  the  lovely  story  of  Jesus;  the 
lovely  story  of  his  Redeemer.  How  it  all  went 
'"to  his  heart,  and  he  got  a  number  of  Greeks  to 
"ad   it  with  him.     He  got  all  the  Greeks  in  the 


you,  he  was  theologically  virgii 
soil.  He  had  not  had  any  controversy  on  the 
question  of  baptism.  He  had  never  heard  of 
Baptists;  he  did  not  know  there  were  any  such 
people  in  existence  as  Baptists,  or  Lord's  Supper- 
ists,  or  Presbyterians,  or  Congregationalists.  He 
knew  nothing  about  them.  Thank  God  for  that; 
and  I  was  very  glad  I  had  virgin  soil. 

"Now,"  I  said,  "Anarure,  I  am  not  satisfied;! 
want  to  know  what  baptisma  is;  give  me  a  definition." 
I  spoke  partly  in  English  and  partly  in  his  own 
tongue,  and  I  demanded  a  definition.  Well,  now,  I 
will  give  you  the  definition  of  baptisma  just  as  he  gave 
it  to  me.  I  had  gone  down  purposely  for  half  an 
hour  before  my  steamer  came  up,  to  have  this  talk. 
One  who  has  been  in  Sidney  will  know  the  beau- 
tiful Circular  Quay,  where  we  were  then  standing. 
There  are  a  great  many  little  harbors  there,  but 
the  largest  indenture  is  that  surrounded  by  this 
Quay,  and  it  is  largely  used  for  commercial  vessel 
purposes,  and  is  almost  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city.  Vessels  of  large  tonnage  are  laden  there,  and 
sailing  vessels  especially.  When  fully  loaded,  they 
are  towed  out  to  the  "  middle  of  the  stream,"  as 
we  used  to  call  it,  and  there  they  are  anchored 
until  the  ship's  papers  are  finally  made  out  and 
clearance  given  at  the  Customs  House.  Vessels 
are  then  towed  out  to  the  sea,  and,  catching  the  first 
fine  wind,  spread  their  white  wings  and  speed  away. 
One  of  the  largest  liners,  a  wool  ship,  four  mast- 
ed, if  I  remember  rightly,  was  lying  in  the  stream, 
deeply  laden  and  all  its  canvas  ready  to  spread; 
and  a  very  beautiful  sight  it  was. 

I  was  looking  away  over  the  water,  at  that  mo- 
ment when  I  asked  what  baptisma  was,  and  again 
I  said,  "  Give  me  an  illustration." 

He  was  a  sailor,  you  know,  and,  sailor-like,  his 
first  idea  was  to  take  an  illustration  from  a  ship. 
He  looked  at  the  fine  vessel,  at  which  I  was  look- 
ing,  and   in  the  most  picturesque  language,  took 
me,  as  it  were,  on  board,  and  said;  "  Now  suppose  I 
go  down  and  scuttle  that  ship;  (that  meant  to  make 
a  hole  in  its  bottom)  and  then  I  go  away;  I  would 
see  that  ship  begin  to  go  down,  gurgle,  gurgle,  gur- 
wn,  down;  water  covers  decks, 
yard,   down;  covers  top  mast, 
ered  to  the  top  of  the  masts, 
over  all — that  is  baptisma!" 
Now,  that  was  the  definition  of  a  Greek,  not  a 
theologian  at  all,  telling  me  what  the  Greek  word 
baptisma  meant,  and  I   will  back  his  interpretation 
against  all  diy-as-dust  sprinkling  theologians. 

He  did  not  say  what  he  did  to  please  me,  for  I 
was  at  the  time  living,  theologically,  in  the  Valley 
of  Dry  Bones,  and  opposed  to  immersion. 


>  follows  the  con- 
valk  before  me  in 


anything 


down, 


down;  until  it  is 
and  the  water  fio 


*»THE  i  SUNDAY  *  SCHOOL^ 

LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES — For  Nov.  15,  1896. 
Qoi's  Blessings  Upon  Solomon — 1  Kings  9:  1-9- 

of  every  good  work  a  doublt 


On  the  completin 
satisfaction  follows: 

1.  The  work  is  done;  our  expectations  have  b> 
reached,  and  our  hopes  realized.  In  the  pursuit  of 
a  worthy  object  there  is  always  satisfaction  when 
our  purposes  are  in  it.  Though  the  labor  may 
draft  severely  on  our  possibilities,  yet  the  con- 
■  ciousness  of  doing  good,  spms  us  on  and  makes 
the  heavy  light  and  the  bitter  sweet. 


What  were  Solomon's  experiences  in  his  work  we 
are  not  told,  further  than  that  when  he  had  finished 
building  the  Lord's  house  and  his  own,  he  had 
reached  the  "  desire  which  he  was  pleased  to  do." 
And  when  we  consider  the  greatness  of  his  work 
and  the  wonderful  trust  imposed  in  him,  it  is  very 
natural  to  conclude  that  the  completion  of  the  trust 
brought  to  him  corresponding  satisfaction  and 
peace. 

2.  The  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  follows  com- 
pleted work  is  that  which  comes  from  the  assurance 
that  the  one  for  whom  the  work  is  done  is  also 
pleased.  This  person  may  be  the  one  who  does  the 
work,  or  it  may  be  for  another.  In  either  case  the 
feeling  of  satisfaction  may  be  the  same,  as  the  ob- 
ject attained  ought  always  bring  a  greater  satisfac- 
tion than  does  the  mere  completion  of  the  work  to 
be  done.  A  work  that  has  no  more  soul  in  it  than 
to  receive  the  wages  promised,  loses  much  of  its 
sweetness.  In  Solomon's  work,  part  of  it  was  for 
himself, — his  own  house,  and  part  for  the  Lord. 
And  that  he  did  both  well  is  evident  from  what  fol- 
lows, because  it  was  after  this  that  the  Lord  ap- 
pears unto  him  a  second  time,  and  as  he  appeared 
unto  him  at  Gibeon.  And  from  this  appearing 
we  learn  that  Solomon  prayed  as  he  worked. 
Here  it  is  we  get  the  secret  of  his  success,  and  in 
this  we  get  our  first  lesson.  A  work  attended  with 
intelligent  prayer  is  always  a  success  and  both  sat- 
isfaction and  a  blessing  will  follow. 

"And  the  Lord  said,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer  and 
thy  supplication—  that  thou  hast  made  before  me." 
This  shows  that  while  he  was  working  he  was  also 
praying,  and  because  of  the  asking  the  needed 
wisdom  and  help  were  given,  so  that  he  was  enabled 
to  go  an  and  complete  the  work  as  directed.  Be- 
cause of  this  the  Lord  hallowed  the  house  which  he 
built.  The  Lord  was  pleased  with  the  work  as 
done,  and  accepted  it  as  the  place  where  he  would 
put  his  name  forever.  After  thi 
ditional  blessing:  "  If  thou  wilt 

the  integrity  of  thy  heart "  was  Solomon's  side  of 
the  covenant  that  promised  the  perpetual  blessing, 
and  it  is  also  our  side  of  the  covenant  which  the 
Lord  makes  with  us  after  the  temple  is  prepared. 
As  Solomon  built  a  temple  for  the  Lord,  so  each 
one  of  us,— all  of  us,— are  to  prepare  a  temple  in 
which  the  Lord  will  record  his  name,  and  thus  per- 
petuate his  blessings  to  us.  The  work  he  has  given 
us  to  do  is  to  prepare  these  bodies  of  ours  and 
make  them  fit  temples  for  the  indwelling  of  the  Ho- 
ly Spirit.  And  as  he  gave  Solomon  directions 
how  to  build  his  temple,  so  directions  have  been  giv- 
en us  to  make  our  bodies  fit  temples  in  which  we 
can  acceptably  serve  him  and  where  he  can  be  with 
us.  Now,  that  we  may  be  able  to  follow  out  the 
Lord's  plan  and  satisfactorily  complete  the  work, 
supplication  and  prayer  must  be  made  to  the  Lord. 
And  if  those  of  us,  who  have  prepar-d  and  con- 
s  crated  our  bodies  as  temples  for  the  -Lord,  will 
walk  before  him  in  the  integrity  of  our  hearts, 
then  have  we  the  assurance  of  the  perpetuation  of 
the  divine  presence. 

This  is  the  affirmative  side  of  the  lesson  and  in  it  we 
have  all  that  could  be  expected  or  should  be  desired, 
because  he  asks  of  us  only  that  which  will  be  for  our 
highest  good  for  time  and  for  everlasting.  The 
negative  side  follows  as  a  result  of  a  deliberate 
choice  on  our  part.  If  we  deliberately  determine 
that  we  will  not  do  that  which  will  tend  to  our  high- 
est good  now  and  hereafter,  then  will  the  Lord  ca>-t 
us  off  now  and  forever.  This  is  certainly  reasona- 
ble and  right.  If  we  can  get  along  better  without 
the  Lord,  than  we  can  with  him  it  is  only  right  that 
the  Lord  should  let  us  try  it.  It  would  be  the 
choice  of  the  fool,— and  such  is  every  one  who  de- 
spises that  wisdom  which  is  from  above.  The  Lord 
has  exhausted  the  wisdom  and  love  of  heaven  to 
save  men  and  if,  after  this,  he  knowingly  despises 
it  all,  the  only  thing  left  is  for  him  to  accept  the 
consequences. 

Solomon's  prayer  was  that  he  might  have  an  un- 
derstanding heart,  and  that'he  might  be  able  to  fol- 
low the  Lord's  directions  in  all  things,  thus  getting 
the  promise  of  the  perpetuation  of  the  divine  bless- 
in<r;  so  should  we  do.     Will  we  do  it?        h.  b.  b. 
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THE  FAIREST  LAND. 


Tell  1 
Whet 


;thc 


:  you  yearly  j 


iblo 


And,  through  vales  of  com  and  wi 
Where  the  softest  rivers  shine, 
Tell  me  on  what  silver  strand 
You  have  found  the  fairest  land?  " 

He  replied:  "  'Tis  near  and  far, 
'Tis  where  love  and  friendship  are 
Though  a  desert  on  its  face, 
Though  it  be  of  little  space, 
Where  our  friends  and  loved  ones  ; 
That  I  call  the  fairest  land." 


GOOD  SOCIETY. 


BY    MAY    SV,  1HAK  I  . 


"What  must  I  do  to  secure  a  place  in  good 
society?  "  is  a  question  that  often  perplexes  the 
minds  of  the  young  as  they  begin  to  mingle  with 
the  world.  The  answer  depends  upon  what  is 
meant  by  the  term.  People  differ  as  to  what  con- 
stitutes good  society,  and,  therefore,  a  variety  of 
definitions  of  it  may  be  given,  depending  upon  the 
diversity  of  their  views.  One  may  suppose  good 
society  to  be  an  association  of  those  who  are  rich, 
and  able  to  afford  the  luxuries  of  good  living  and 
elegant  houses;  of  fashion  and  fine  dress.  Another 
thinks  it  consists  of  those  who  trace  their  family 
name  and  history  through  generations  of  honored 
ancestors.  Another  imagines  that  official  position, 
or  prosperous  business,  gives  a  sure  title  to  good 
society. 

While  wealth,  good  family  connections,  office 
honorably  obtained,  and  flourishing  business,  are 
very  desirable,  yet  any  of  these  alone,  or  all  com- 
bined, do  not  make  their  possessors  fit  to  enter 
such  society  and  enjoy  its  benefits  without  having 
some  other  and  better  qualifications.  The  defini- 
ol  good  society  is  ' 


ciety 


tion  I   shall 
of  the  good.' 

People  are  like  birds,- they  go  in  flocks,  each 
kind  by  itself.  Those  of  similar  tastes  and  habits 
associate  together.  The  good  prefer  to  mingle 
with  the  good  and  the  bad  are  generally  found 
with  each  other.  There  is  truth  in  the  old  proverb, 
"  Tell  me  the  company  you  keep  and  I'll  tell  you 
what  you  are."  Neither  high  birth,  nor  station, 
nor  wealth,  nor  fashion,  nor  even  intelligence 
alone  can  make  the  gentleman  or  lady.  To  be  a 
lady  or  a  gentleman  is  a  high  distinction,  and 
worthy  the  study  of  every  one  who  possesses  honor- 
able ambition.  There  is  not  a  boy  in  the  land 
so  poor,  nor  a  girl  so  humble,  who  may  not  aspire 
to  the  knowledge  which  will  secure  this  enviable 
superiority.  Avoid  the  associations  of  the  un- 
chaste,  for  they  are  neither  good  society  nor  the 


society  of  the  good.  Not  only  is  it  unsafe  to  be 
in  the  society  of  the  impure,  but  it  is  perilous  to 
our  reputation  to  be  seen  in  such  company  if  we 
aspire  at  all  to  enter  the  society  of  the  good. 

It  is  written,  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart," 
and  we  further  learn  that  "out  of  the  heart  pro- 
ceed evil  thoughts."  We  must  not  permit  our 
minds  to  dwell  upon  impure  subjects.  There  are 
places  where  we  dare  not  go,  and  there  are  persons 
with  whom  we  must  not  associate  if  we  would 
preserve  our  purity  and  self-respect.  If  we  would 
be  pure  we  must  be  engaged  in  subjects  of  real 
interest  and  profit.  The  mind  must  not  only  be 
kept  free  from  impure  imaginings,  but  it  must  not 
be  permitted  to  indulge  in  useless  reverie  at  all. 
Reverie  is  defined  to  be  "  a  loose  or  irregular  train 
of  thoughts,  occurring  in  musing  or  meditation." 

When  persons  allow  themselves  to  be  carried 
away  from  present  pursuits  in  the  gratification  of 
idle  and  unprofitable  thoughts  they  are  acquiring 
habits  which  will  very  seriously  interfere  with  their 
intellectual  growth.  Many  a  pupil  passes  hours 
of  valuable  time  in  the  indulgence  of  wandering 
thoughts,  which  ought  to  be  devoted  to  real  study. 
If  we  would  be  pure  we  must  shun  every  tendency 
which  leads  to  the  indulgence  of  improper 
thoughts. 

Impure  language  should  never  pollute  our  lips. 
Profanity  is  one  of  the  grossest  forms  of  vice,  for 
which  there  cannot  be  the  least  apology  or  excuse. 
It  becomes  a  habit,  usually  in  youth,  among  those 
who  think  it  manly  to  be  wicked  and  it  is  practiced 
by  those, who  have  no  command  of  elegant  lan- 
guage, and  who  suppose  that,  to  be  earnest  or  em- 
phatic, they  must  be  profane.  No  one  can  excuse 
the  sinfulness  of  a  bad  habit  by  the  plea,  "I  did 
not  think."  No  gentleman  or  lady  uses  profane 
language,  since  it  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God  and 
the  usages  of  good  society. 

The  most  worthless  and  vile,— the  refuse  of  man- 
kind, the  drunkard  and  the  vagrant, — swear. 
Profanity  never  did  any  one  the  slightest  good. 
No  one  is  richer,  wiser,  happier,  or  more  esteemed 
for  it.  It  helpst  no  man's  education  or  manners. 
It  commends  no  one  to  good  society.  It  is  dis- 
gusting to  man  and  insulting  to  God. 

What  are  the  amusements  in  which  the  young  may 
properly  indulge?  It  is  a  matter  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  enquire  whether  the  enjoyment  of  any 
particular  form  of  recreation  will  lead  us  into 
disreputable  company.  Is  its  exercise  confined  to 
the  society  of  the  good,  or  may  we  be  thrown,  by 
its  pursuit,  among  those  of  questionable  character? 
No  one  can  afford  to  sacrifice  his  self-respect 
by  associating  with  the  vicious  and  vulgar,  for 
the  sake  of  any  temporary  gratification.  Should 
the  proposed  pleasure  lead  us  into  any  place  of 
questionable  propriety,  in  which  we  would  not 
be  willing  to  be  seen  by  those  whose  good  opinion 
we  value,  we  should  abstain  from  the  amusement 
by  shunning  such  resorts. 

In  the  selection  of  any  method  of  enjoyment 
it  would  also  be  well  to  inquire  whether  it  may 
not  lead  to  the  acquisition  of  injurious  habits.  It  is 
not  safe  for  us  to  follow  the  road  that  has  led 
others  to  ruin. 

F.very  youth  has,  or  ought  to  have,  some  em- 
ployment, whether  of  study  or  business,  which 
will  help  to  fit  him  for  a  life  of  usefulness  and 
honor.  When  any  particular  kind  of  amusement 
becomes  so  engrossing  as  to  interfere  with  the 
duties  belonging  to  the  school,  the  family  or  the 
employer,  it  should  cease  at  once.  If  the  love  of 
pleasure  is  so  absorbing  as  to  interfere  with  the 
demands  and  obligations  of  business,  it  is  time  to 
stop  for  a  little  reflection.  When  recreation  is 
pursued  as  a  vocation,— when  mere  fun  is  followed 
as  an  occupation,  to  the  exclusion  of  everything 
else— nothing  but  sorrow  and  mortification  can 
be  the  result.  It  is  written  in  the  moral  law,  "  He 
that  loveth  pleasure  shall  be  a  poor  man." 

When  the  desire  for  diversion  is  so  controlling 
that  duties  are  neglected,  business  is  forgotten, 
and  the  mind  is  led  from  the  consideration  of 
serious  affairs,  the  remedy  can  only  be  found   in 


the   complete   and    conscientious    renunciar 
the  fascinating  folly.  0n  "I 

The   illustration    of  this    absorbing    atta  h 
to  play  is  witnessed  in  every  city  and  town  iT,h 
land  where  the  game  of  base  ball   is  introdu 
Young  men,  in  many  instances,  seem  to  be  inn 
uated  to  such  an  extent  as  to  unfit  them  enf   i 
for  every  useful  employment.  ^ 

Such  devotion  is  surely  worthy  of  some  bett 


cause.     When  amusement   ceases  to   be 


recrei. 


tion  and  becomes  a  business,  it  should  be  ab 
doned.  Children  often  violate  the  commands  0| 
their  parents,  and  indulge  in  amusements  which 
will  lead  them  to  the  acquisition  of  injurious  hah 
its,  and  into  society  of  questionable  character. 

There  are  certain  rules  of  action  perscribed  by 
parents  for  the  government  of  every  well-ordered 
home.  A  beautiful  poem  has  been  written  en- 
titled, "  Mother,  Home  and  Heaven."  The  de. 
lightful  idea  it  conveys  is  that  the  mother  is  the 
ministering  angel  of  home  and  the  home  (as  it 
should  be)  is  the  nearest  earthly  resemblance  to 
heaven.  It  is  sad  that  all  homes  are  not  happy  but 
the  reason  they  are  not  is  often  seen  in  the  rest- 
lessness, impatience  and  irritability  of  its  members. 

Children  are  frequently  negligent  in  duty,  care- 
less of  obligations,  and  unreliable  in  promises. 
Is  it  a  wonder  that  homes  in  which  perpetual  dis- 
cord occurs  are  unhappy?  Every  well-ordered 
family  must  have  its  rules  of  government,  which 
should  be  observed  by  each  of  its  members  or 
troubles  surely  follow. 

How  important,  then,  that  the  young  should 
learn  that  easy  acquiescence  which  renders  them 
able  and  willing,  habitually,  to  prefer  the  wishes 
and  comforts  of  their  parents  and  the  happiness 
of  their  homes  to  their  own  convenience  and  self- 
ishness! Many  children  are  in  constant  opposition 
to  parental  influence  and  government,  thereby 
making  themselves  unhappy  and  the  family  mis- 
erable. 

How  lovely,  how  pleasing  the  sight. 
When  children  their  parents  obey; 

The  angels  look  down  with  delight, 
This  beautiful  scene  to  survey. 

South  Whitley,  Ind. 


n 


STRUQQLINO  YOUNd  MEN. 

Take  care  of  yourself.  Nobody  else  will  take 
care  of  you.  Your  help  will  not  come  up  two  or 
three  or  four  flights  of  stairs;  your  help  will  come 
through  the  roof,  down  from  heaven,  from  l+at 
God  who,  in  the  six  thousand  years  of  the  world's 
history,  never  betrayed  a  young  man  who  tried  to 
be  good  and  a  Christian.  Let  me  say  in  regard 
to  your  adverse  worldly  circumstances,  in  passing, 
that  you  are  on  a  level  now  with  those  who  are 
finally  to  succeed.  Mark  my  words,  and  think  ot 
it  thirty  years  from  now.  You  will  find  that  those 
who,  thirty  years  from  now,  are  the  million- 
aires of  this  country,  who  are  the  orators  of  the 
country,  who  are  the  poets  of  the  country,  who 
are  the  strong  merchants  of  the  country,  who  are 
the  great  philanthropists  of  the  country— mightiest 
in  church  and  state — are  now  on  a  level  with  you, 
not  an  inch  above,  and  you  in  straitened  circum- 
stances now. 

Herschel  earned  his  living  by  playing  a  violin  at 
parties,  and  in  the  interstices  of  his  playing  he 
would  go  out  and  look  up  at  the  midnight  heavens, 
the  field  of  his  immortal  conquests.  George 
Stephenson  rose  from  being  the  foreman  of  a  col- 
liery to  the    most    renowned   of  the  world's  en- 


No    outfit, 


capital    to    start 


.vith! 


Young  man,  go  down  to  the  library  and  get  some 
books,  and  read  of  what  wonderful  mechanism  God 
gave  you  in  your  hand,  in  your  foot,  in  your  eyer 
in  your  ear,  and  then  ask  some  doctor  to  take  you 
into  the  dissecting  room  and  illustrate  to  you  what 
you  have  read  about,  and  never  again  commit  the 
blasphemy  of  saying  you  have  no  capital  to  start 
with.  Equipped!  Why,  the  poorest  young  mail 
is  equipped  as  only  the  God  of  the  whole  universe 
could  afford  to  equip  hil 
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General  Missionary  s»  Tract  Department 

COMMITTEE:"" 

E.  EnY.  Chairman, Booth  Kansas. 

D    L.  M11-LEK,  Vice-Chalnnan  and  Treasurer,  .  .  Mount  Morris,  111. 

S   F   Sanger Bridgewater.  Va. 

Si  R.  ZvG -. Mastersonvillc.  Pa. 

ISAAC  FrANTZ Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 


The  Orthodox  Russian  Church  is  to  establish  an 
organ  in  the  United  States,  to  be  published  in  New 
York  City,  at  first  as  a  bi-monthly.  It  will  be 
printed  in  parallel  columns  of  Russian  and  English, 
and  is  intended  for  the  support  and  increase' of  its 
membership  in  America. 


Okdeks  have  been  sent  to  London  for  5,000  Bi- 
bles 5,000  hymn  books,  and  5,000  catechisms,  to  be 
sold  in  the  Fiji  Islands.  The  Fiji  Islanders  gave 
nearly  $25,000  to  foreign  missions  last  year. 

All  students  of  missions  know  that  the  Moravi- 
ans far  excel  all  other  bodies  of  Christians  in  their 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  missions.  The  Missionary 
Review  of  the  World  credits  the  Friends  with  the 
second  place  in  honor,  and  declares  that,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  numbers,  they  send  more  missionaries 
to  the  foreign  field  than  any  other  denomination, 
In  Great  Britain  about  one  in  250  of  the  whole 
membership,  or  one  in  166  of  the  adult  members,  is 
a  missionary.       

Does  the  right  ultimately  and  always  triumph? 
Certainly,  but  not  always  in  our  day  and  genera- 
tion. There  are  occurrences  continually  taking 
place  in  the  world  that  lead  the  best  of  us  to  won- 
der whether  or  not  God  takes  due  cognizance  of 
all  that  goes  on.  We  must  not  forget  in  all  such 
cases  that  we  are  bound  by  the  temptations  of 
time,  a  quantity  that  enters  into  no  part  of  God's 
plans.  He  has  all  time  and  eternity  as  his,  and 
after  all  that  man  sees,  his  chances  may  die. 


Paul  the  apostle  says:  "  Him  that  is  weak  in  the 
faith  receive  ye,  but  not  to  doubtful  disputations," 
or,  not  to  judge  his  doubtful  thoughts,  which  is  accord- 
ing to  the  original  Greek.  There  is  a  wide  differ- 
ence between  "contending  earnestly  for  the  faith," 
and  judging  him  who  has  doubtful  opinions.  Most 
of  our  church  troubles  originate  in  making  doubt- 
ful questions  tests  of  fellowship.  A  man  may  be  as 
sound  in  doctrinal  matters  as  an  apostle,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  weak  on  doubtful  questions;  and  yet 
bigots,  puffed  up  with  a  smattering  of  Bible  knowl- 
edge, would  turn  a  man  out  of  church  because  he 
expresses  an  opinion  on  a  doubtful  question.  It  is 
a  satisfaction  to  know  that  God  holds  no  man  re- 
sponsible for  expressing  a  doubt. 


"Since  the  passing  of  Act  21,  of  1850,  expulsion 
from  caste,  whether  by  renunciation  of  religion,  or 
from  any  other  cause,  is  no  longer  a  ground  for  ex- 
clusion from  inheritance." 

"  Females  not  expressly  mentioned  could  not 
take  property  by  inheritance.  The  rule  is  different 
in  Western  India.  The  sister  as  well  as  step-sister, 
who  are  recognized  nowhere  as  heirs  to  their  broth- 
ers, are  entitled  so  to  succeed  in  the  Bombay  Pres- 
idency." 

"The  sisters'  right  as  heir  is  admitted  in  Bombay 
upon  long-established  custom  and  upon  the  express 
authority  of  the  Mayukha." 

Bulsar,  India,  Sept.  J. 


HINDOO  LAW. 


B.  STOVER, 


At  the  time  of  the  great  discussion  over  the 
prize  fight  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  the  pastors  of  the 
churches  opposed  it  to  their  utmost,  and  by  that 
course,  aroused  a  great  deal  of  opposition  among 
./lie  merchants  and  other  classes.  They  threatened 
to  withhold  their  support  trom  them;  and,  accord- 
ing to  The  Advance,  the  statement  is  made  that  all 
the  Protestant  pastors  who  were  in  the  city  at  that 
time  have  been  compelled  to  vacate  their  pulpits 
through  want  of  congregations  and  financial  sup- 
port. Those  pastors  enjoy  the  blessedness  of  being 
persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake,  so  rare  in  these 

days-  . 

A  minister  of  considerable  ability  as  a  clear 
speaker  says:  "We  have  seen  men  whose  articula- 
tion or  enunciation  is  so  defective  that  they  proba- 
bly never  uttered  a  single  sentence  with  distinct- 
ness in  their  entire  lifetime.  Yet  they  seem  to 
regard  themselves  as  respectable  elocutionists,  and 
sometimes  speak  of  the  training  they  have  received 
in  that  department.  But  if  they  would  read  one 
hour  each  day  in  a  clear,  pure  whisper,  they  would 
soon  learn  what  distinct  enunciation  means.  Read- 
ing in  a  whisper  trains  the  lips  to  such  motion  as  is 
necessary  in  order  to  that  clearness  of  utterance 
which  delights  the  ear." 


ir  usage  to  ren- 
nay    be    urged 


consent 


The  Independent  reports  a  large  number  of  gifts 
recently  by  Joseph  Wild,  of  Brooklyn.  Among  the 
gifts  are  the  following:  To  the  Brooklyn  Baptist 
Church  Extension  Society,  $15,000;  Long  Island 
Baptist  Association,  85,000;  ministerial  education, 
Sio.ooo;  for  the  proposed  orphanage  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  Baptist  Home,  £10,000;  Nor- 
wegian Hospital,  84,000;  American  Baptist  Publica- 
tion Society,  85,000;  American  Baptist  Home  Mis- 
sionary Society,  8 10,000;  American  Baptist  Mission- 
ary Union,  810,000;  Greenwood  Baptist  Church, 
810,000;  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  that  church, 
83,000;  Howard  Colored  Orphan  Asylum,  81,000; 
Home  for  Incurables,  85,000;  Brooklyn  Home  for 
Consumptives,  82,500;  Carson  and  Newman  Col- 
lege,  of  Tennessee,  85,000.  We  hope  the  reading 
°f  this  may  prompt  a  number  of  our  wealthy  breth- 
ren to  make  a  wise  use  of  some  of  the  means  en- 
J^hsted  to  them.  We  have  places  in  our  church 
work  where  thousands  of  dollars  might  be  put  to 
most  excellent  purposes  for  the  glory  of  God. 


I  have  just  finished  reading  a  book,  an  "  Epitome 
of  Hindoo  Law,"  by  one  Chhotalal  Karsandas 
Mulji,  a  high  court  pleader,  of  Bombay,  Edition  of 
1804.  For  the  benefit  of  those  interested  I  give  to 
the  Messenger  a  few  extracts  without  comments: 

"  Marriage  among  Hindoos  is  not  of  the  nature 
of  a  civil  contract.  According  to  all  the  texts  it  is 
a  sacrament.  Its  object  is  to  have  a  son  to  perform 
funeral  rites,  to  discharge  ancestral  debts, — spirit- 
ual and  temporal,— and  to  save  the  soul  from 
'  Put,'  or  place  of  torment." 

"There  is  nothing  in  Hindoo  lav 
der  polygamy  illegal,  whatever 
against  its  morality.  A  Hindoo 
many  wives  as  he  likes,  without  1 
and  even  without  any  reason." 

"Although  the  law  allows  a  plurality  of  wives,  it 
does  not  permit  more  than  one  husband." 

"Second  marriages  after  the  husband's  death  are 
wholly  unknown  to  Hindoo  law,  though  in  practice 
among  the  inferior  castes,  nothing  is  so  common." 

"  Divorce  among  Hindoos  is  not  allowed  by  Hin- 
doo law.  It  is  common  in  some  lower  castes  by 
custom." 

"The  completion  of  the  sixteenth  year,  generally 
throughout  India,  is  the  age  at  which,  according  to 
the  original  shastras,  a  Hindoo  attains  majority." 

"The  change  of  religion  by  the  father  does  not, 
by  itself,  deprive  him  of  his  right  to  the  custody  of 
his  children,  unless  it  is  attended  with  circum- 
stances of  immorality,  for  the  religion  of  the  father 
settles  the  law  which  governs  himself,  his  family, 
and  his  property." 

"The  change  of  religion  by  the  mother  has,  how- 
ever, generally,  the  effect  of  changing  the  religion 
and  therefore  the  legal  status  of  the  infant,  and  the 
court  would  remove  her  from  the  guardianship  on 
that  account." 

"  As  to  the  minor  himself,  though  he  be  capable 
of  exercising  an  intelligent  judgment  and  discre- 
tion, he  cannot,  according  to  recent  decisions,  vol- 
untarily change  his  religion  and  leave  his  parents." 
"The  theory  of  inheritance  is  that  it  descends 
upon  the  heir  to  enable  him  to  rescue  the  dead 
from  eternal  misery.  Consequently  one  unable  to 
perform  the  necessary  sacrifices  is  incapable  of  in- 
heriting. The  disqualified  are:  (1)  The  deaf;  (2) 
the  dumb;  (3)  the  blind;  (4)  the  lame;  (5)  an  im- 
potent; (6)  an  idiot  or  a  madman  from  birth,  or 
one  affected  by  any  sort  of  insanity;  (7)  one  suffer- 
ing from  a  loathsome  disease  such  as  leprosy;  (8) 
illegitimate  children  of  Brahmins,  Kshatriyas,  and 
Bashyas;  (9)  adulteresses  and  incontinent  widows; 
(10)  outcasts  and  their  children;  (11)  one  who  has 
entered  into  an  order  of  devotion  is  also  excluded 
from  inheritance,  but  it  must  be  shown  that  he  has 
absolutely  abandoned  all  his  secular  property,  and 
has  completely  an -I  finally  withdrawn  himself  from 
earthly  affairs." 


KKADINtl  THE  BIBLE  IN  PUBLIC. 

"So  they  read  in  the  book,  in  the  law  of  God, 
distinctly,  and  gave  the  sense,  and  caused  them  to 
understand  the  reading."  That  was  the  way  they 
did  under  Ezra,  at  the  great  Bible  meeting  held  on 
one  of  the  streets  of  Jerusalem. 

It  is  a  rare  gift  to  be  able  to  read  the  Scriptures 
in  the  public  congregation,  giving  the  right  empha- 
sis and  inflection,  so  that  the  simple  reading  is  an 
interpretation  of  the  sense.  In  order  that  the 
preacher  may  read  to  the  edification  of  his  hearers, 
he  should  study  critically  and  devoutly  the  passage 
to  be.  read.  Having  a  clear  understanding  of  the 
grammatical  and  historical  setting  of  the  passage, 
then  he  wants  to  grasp  its  spiritual  meaning  and 
read  it  in  an  easy,  natural  tone. 

A  writer,  in  the  Methodist  Recorder,  London,  gives 
an  account  of  a  service  he  attended,  where  a 
"local"  preacher  conducted  the  service  and 
preached  the  sermon.  This  is  how  this  unlettered 
man  read  the  Scriptures: 

"You  could  tell  he  had  seen  his  lesson  before  he 
read  it  in  the  pulpit.  It  was  the  thirty-seventh  of 
Genesis— the  story  of  Joseph's  visit  to  Dothan  in 
search  of  his  brethren.  There  were  no  running 
comments  or  marginal  references,  but  there  was 
exposition  in  the  very  tone  of  his  voice.  He  had 
seen  all  its  side-lights,  and  felt  all  its  pathos  and 
passion.  He  seemed  saturated  with  the  chapter  to 
his  very  finger-tips.  Never  before  had  I  seen  so 
much  beauty  in  it,  or  felt  with  such  force  its  thrill- 
ing interest,  Some  preachers  would  never  be  un- 
popular if  they  could  always  read  a  lesson  as  did 
that  Yorkshire  '  local.'  It  was  as  good  as  a  sermon 
in  itself,  so  beautifully  did  he  interpret  its  spirit  to 
us.  I  closed  my  Bible  with  the  inward  conviction 
that,  for  once,  I  had  heard  a  man  who  could  make 
the  Bible  a  living  voice." 


A  HINDOO  CHILD-WIDOW  RESCUED. 

Miss  Bates,  of  the  American  International  Mis- 
sionary Alliance,  says  the  Christian  Herald,  tells  of 
a  Hindoo  widow  of  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  was 
most  cruelly  used  by  her  guardians,  but  who,  in 
some  way,  heard  of  a  Christian  refuge  for  such  as 
she.  Miss  Bates  continues:  "  She  managed  to  send 
word  to  these  people  that  she  greatly  desired  to 
escape  from  her  life  of  bitter  suffering,  and  come  to 
them,  and  as  both  her  own  and  her  husband's  par- 
ents were  dead,  and  no  one  had  a  legal  claim  upon 
her,  effort  was  made  to  remove  her  to  this  Chris- 
tian home.  She  met  a  lady  at  an  appointed  place 
and  she  disguised  herself  by  a  different  style  of 
dress,  having  her  face  entirely  covered.  It  was  nec- 
essary for  them  to  take  a  train  at  a  station  near  by. 
Before  the  train  started  she  had  been  missed,  and 
men  sent  to  search  for  her.  They  came  to  this 
station  and  examined  every  woman  and  girl  there, 
a  man  lifting  the  cloth  from  her  head,  and  holding 
a  lighted  lantern  square  in  her  face;  but  his  per- 
ceptive faculties  were  blunted,  so  that  he  said, 
'This  is  not  the  girl  we  are  looking  for,' and  she 
was  taken  away  in  safety,  and  is  doing  well  in  her 
new  home.  I  met  her  last  autumn,  and  she  had 
such  a  bright,  happy  face,  and  was  progressing  well 
in  her  studies.  Of  the  nearly  23,000,000  widows  in 
India,  at  least  281,400  are  under  fifteen  years  of 
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Bko.    L.    M.    Kob  is  to  represent   the   Southen 
District  of  Iowa  on  the  Standing  Committee. 


Bro.   Andrew   Hutchison  is  now  preaching  in 
irginia,   where    he  is  likely  to  remain  for  some 


Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenuerger  closed  a  sl.ort  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Sand  Ridge  church,  Ohio,  with 
fuur  accessions. 


After  spending  some  w 
Miller  is  again  with  us 
preached  to  a  large  audit 
Sunday  evening. 


the  West,  Bro. 
few  days.  He 
the  Chapel  last 


Bro.  J.  H.  Wright,  of  North  Manchester,  recent- 
ly held  a  two  weeks'  meeting  at  the  house  in  the 
country,  near  Elkhart,  Ind.  One  united  with  the 
church  by  confession  and  baptism. 


At  a  recent  church  meeting  in  the  Berrien  con- 
gregation, Mich.,  Bro.  Eii  Roose  was  ordained  to 
the  eldership,  and  now  has  charge  of  the  church 
which,  we  learn,  is  in  a  fairly  prosperous  condition. 


A  letter  without  signature,  from  Keota,  Iowa, 
containing  fifty  cents  in  postage  for  some  tracts, 
was  received  at  the  Missionary  and  Tract  office, 
and  as  soon  as  the  name  is  reported  the  order  will 
be  filled. 

You  need  not  be  afraid  to  purchase  and  distrib- 
ute our  doctrinal  issue,  for  it  will  be  made  up  of 
the  best  matter  we  could  procure.  Narly  every 
part  of  our  doctrine  will  be  briefly  but  pointedly 
discussed. 


A  series  of  meetings  was  recently  held  at  Trout- 
ville,  Botetourt  Co.,  Va.,  which  resulted  in  twenty- 
three  additions.  Most  of  the  preaching  was  done 
by  Bro.  J.  A.  Dove,  one  of  the  home  ministers. 
The  Brethren  in  that  part  of  the  State  seem  great- 
ly encouraged.       

The  Brethren  at  Pine  Creek,  111.,  report  a  glori- 
ous -feast  last  Saturday  evening.  It  was  well  at- 
tended, and  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  was  inspir- 
ing. Bro.  Trout  closes  his  meetings  there  this 
week.  Last  Sunday  there  were  eight  accessions  by 
confession  and  baptism  and  one  applicant  awaiting 
the  initiatory  rite. 


Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  closed  his  meetings  at  War- 
rensburg,  Mo.,  with  eight  accessions.  He  is  now 
preaching  at  Centerview. 

Bro.  Thomas  D.  Lyon  writes  us  that  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting  at  Mansfield,  111.,  was  the  grandest 
meeting  it  was  ever  his  privilege  to  attend. 


Writing  from  Bronderslev,  Denmark,  Bro.  C. 
Hansen  says:  "  We  had  a  blessed  love  feast  at  our 
home  Sept.  20.  Twenly-two  members  communed. 
Our  united  prayers  were  offered  to  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  behalf  of  our  mission's  success  in  our  own 
country,  Asia  Minor  and  India,  as  well  as  for 
America."  

Our  next  issue  will  be  the  doctrinal  number. 
We  are  confident  that  our  readers  will  find  it  both 
interesting  and  instructive.  The  edition  will  be 
large,  and  the  paper  goes  into  thousands  of  fami- 
lies where  it  has  not  before  been  read.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  great  good  will  result  from  this  special 
effort.  Those  wishing  copies  to  distribute  can  get 
them  at  the  rate  of  Si  00  per  hundred.  Send  in 
your  orders  soon. 


One  of  our  readers  wonders  why  the  Brethren 
p-each  so  little  against  the  evils  of  secret  societies. 
In  some  localities  there  may  be  reasons  for  com- 
plaints of  this  kind,  but  most  assuredly,  our  min- 
isters should  not  fail  to  make  themselves  under- 
stood on  this  question.  In  every  community, 
where  we  have  preaching,  our  doctrine  should  be 
set  forth  as  often  as  prudence  dictates.  We  sug- 
gest that  some  of  the  members,  now  and  then,  re- 
mind the  preachers  of  the  subjects  that  seem  to 
be  neglected.  Any  of  our  ministers  will  appre- 
ciate suggestions  of  this  kind. 


Brethren,  do  not  neglect  your  faithful  and  hard- 
working ministers.  We  receive  some  pitiful  letters 
from  many  of  them.  Not  a  few  have  spent  their 
all,  preaching  the  Gospel  to  others,  and  now  have 
but  little  to  live  on.  One  poor  man,  who  has  no 
home,  writes  that  if  he  had  but  fifty  cents  a  day  for 
the  time  he  has  spent  in  the  field,  he  could  now 
purchase  himself  a  comfortable  and  a  much  needed 
home.  There  are  hundreds  of  ways  to  aid  these 
ministers,  aiid  by  no  means  should  they  be  neg- 
lected. Among  other  things  see  that  they  get  the 
Messenger.  Such  a  gift  any  of  them  would  appre- 
ciate. But  do  not  stop  at  this.  A  hint  to  the  wise 
along  this  line  ought  to  be  sufficient. 


On  another  page  of  this  issue  Bro.  Geo.  W. 
Cripe  has  an  interesting  letter  concerning  mission 
work  that  has  been  done  in  Adams  County,  this 
State.  It  seems  to  us  that  these  neglected  places, 
in  all  parts  of  the  Brotherhood,  should  receive  spe- 
cial attention  upon  the  part  of  our  State  Mission 
Boards.  For  the  want  of  proper  ministerial  care 
and  skill,  some  of  the  old  churches  have  been  al- 
lowed to  go  down,  and  by  all   means  should  they 
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Since  space  in  the  doctrinal  number  for  corres- 
pondence will  be  limited,  those  who  send  church 
news  may  look  for  their  reports  to  be  considerably 
condensed,  where  it  will  be  possible  to  do  so,  A 
number  of  the  reports  are  likely  to  be  reduced  to 
editorial  items.  Our  aim  is  to  have  everything 
short  and  to  the  point. 


Adams  County  was  blessed  with  a  strong  and  wise 
ministerial  force.  It  was  here  that  Eld.  Geo.  Wolf, 
of  sacred  memory,  lived,  and  it  was  here  that  he 
did  much  of  his  best  preaching.  Most  assuredly 
such  places  should  not  be  neglected.  Let  mission- 
aries be  sent  to  these  localities,  and  let  the  work  be 
revived! 

.  Bro.  D.  B.  Sturgis,  of  Mulberry  Grove,  111.,  is 
now  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  He  is  one  of  the  old 
pioneers,  and  has  preached  for  the  church  nearly 
sixty  years.  He  knows  all  about  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  a  frontier  life.  He  settled  in  Il- 
linois in  an  early  day,  and  for  years  labored  most 
earnestly  with  .the  Far  Western  Brethren  to  plant 
churches  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  Twen- 
ty years  ago  he  was  a  preacher  of  marked  ability, 
but  he  is  now  too  old  and  feeble  for  active  work. 
He  writes  us  that  he  has  been  paralyzed  for  two 
years,  and  cannot  expect  to  be  here  much  longer. 
His  means  as  well  as  his  life  have  been  spent  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  to  others.  He  says  he  hopes  the 
preachers  of  the  future  will  not  have  to  suffer  as 
did  those  of  the  past. 


Bro.  I.  D.  Parker,  wife,  and  others,  frorn  \nii_ 
ana,  are  arranging  to  start  to  California  about  Nov 
20,  where  they  expect  to  spend  the  winter.  Those 
wishing  Bro.  Parker  to  call  on  friends  and  others  i„ 
California,  will  write  him  at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  givinf, 
name  and  address  of  parties. 


Though  quite  old,  Bro.  Samuel  Murray  and  wife 
are  still  able  to  travel  and  do  some  visiting  among 
the  churches.  After  attending  their  home  feast,  at 
Mexico,  Ind.,  Oct.  14,  they  started  on  quite  an  ex- 
tended trip  for  old  people.  They  visited  relatives 
and  friends  at  Adamsboro,  Logansport,  Burnetts- 
ville,  Flora,  Upper  Deer  Creek  church,  Lower 
Deer  Creek  church,  Camden,  and  other  places  in 
Indiana.  They  also  had  the  pleasure  of  attending 
some  of  the  feasts,  as  well  as  other  meetings.  Bro. 
Murray  writes  us  that  they  enjoyed  the  visit  very 
much. 


The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
has  arranged  for  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  doctri- 
nal issue  of  the  Messenger  to  be  used  by  mission- 
aries and  others  for  free  distribution  on  mission 
fields  and  at  isolated  points.  Those  wishing  to  use 
copies  of  this  issue,  as  stated,  will  write  and  state 
how  many  copies  can  be  used  to  good  advantage, 
and  they  will  be  sent  free.  This  is  an  excellent 
method  of  circulating  the  truth,  and  our  missionar- 
ies and  others  should  take  an  active  part  in  the 
work.  All  orders  for  papers,  under  this  arrange- 
ment, must  be  addressed  to  the  "  General  Mission- 
ary and  Tract  Committee,  Mt.  Morris,  III." 


SOME  STARTLINd  FIGURES. 

The  money  we  spend  in  a  single  year,  and  what 


•-Yn, 


Here  is  a  sermon  for  every  earnest  minister.  It 
will  be  seen  that  our  country  pays  more  for  liqu°r 
than  for  any  other  one  article,  and  that  we  pay 
nearly  as  much  for  tobacco  as  we  do  for  the  lum" 
ber  with  which  to  build  our  cities,  houses,  barns, 
and  everything  else  requiring  lumber.  More  is 
spent  for  liquor  and  tobacco  than  would  be  r»^; 
quired  to  purchase  all  the  meat  and  bread  we  eanyj 
What  a  waste  of  money! 
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QUERISTS'  DEPARTMENT. 

Why  should  our  ministers,  when  expressing  doctrinal  ideas, 
terms  entirely  foreign  to  the  New  Testament  usage,  espe- 
■Mly  so,  since  we  insist  on  other  denominations  giving  chap- 
el ,nd  verse  for  their  doctrine?    Upon  our  part,  I  refer  to 
)rm  covering,"  which  are  as  for- 


"praye 

eign  to 

lady, 


r-covenng 
the  Bible  a 


sprinkling  for  bapti 
preach. 


itual  brethren  preach,  on  what  he  called  the  "  Prayer- 
r  ering  "  In  n's  discourse  he  used  the  term  often.  She 
id  she  could  not  comprehend  what  the  minister  meant, 
unless  these  people  have  some  way  of  covering  their 
prayers.  Usage  teaches  that  a  well  covering  is  to  cover 
the  well,  etc.  Near  the  close  of  the  sermon  she  learned 
that  the  preacher  had  reference  to  the  cap  worn  by  our  sisters 
during  prayer.  In  my  estimation,  it  is  a  head-covering,  and 
not  a  prayer-covering.  The  covering  is  for  the  sake  of  the 
woman's  head,  and  who,  Paul  says,  is  her  head,  and  not  for 
the  sake  of  the  prayers.    See  the  original.  J.  E.  Y. 

It  is  always  safe,  as  well  as  it  is  always  right,  to 
call  Bible  things  by  Bible  names.  Among  our- 
selves we  know  what  is  meant  by  "  prayer-cover- 
ing," but  it  is  doubtless  not  the  most  suitable  term 
to  employ  when  writing  and  preaching  on  this  sub- 
ject. Paul,  in  the  original,  calls  it  a  veil,  and 
prayer  veil— that  is,  a  veil  used  during  prayer- 
would  be  more  in  harmony  with  Paul's  instructions. 
In  his  New  Testament  Commentary,  commenting 
on  1  Cor.  Hi  1-16,  Bro.  Teeter  employs  the  term 
"veil"  altogether.  Those  who  do  not  prefer  to  fol- 
low the  original,  and  use  the  term  "  veil,"  will  do 
well  to  speak  and  write  of  the  covering  in  the  man- 
ner named  in  our  Authorized  Version.  We  cannot 
well  be  too  careful  about  calling  Bible  things  by  Bi- 
ble names. 

What  is  to  be  done  with  elders  who  do  not  do  what  is  right, 
but  keep  others  away  from  the  Communion  table,  and  yet 
commune  themselves?  A  Sister. 

An  elder,  for  any  improper  conduct,  can  be 
brought  to  account  the  same  as  any  other  member, 
save  that  there  must  be  at  least  two  witnesses,  and 
the  hearing  must  be  in  the  presence  of  another  eld- 
«fi  /An  elder  has  not  the  authority  to  keep  from 
the  table  a  member  in  good  standing,  and  against 
whom  no  lawful  complaint  has  been  entered.  Eld- 
ers should  be  men  of  high  Christian  type,  men 
capable  of  setting  proper  examples  in  every  de- 
partment of  life  in  which  they  move,  so  that  no  one 
may  justly  accuse  them  of  acting  unfairly.  It  is, 
also,  the  duty  of  each  member  to  assist  the  elders 
in  reaching  and  maintaining  this  high  plane  of  de- 
vout living,  and  this  can  best  be  done  by  going  to 
them,  and  lovingly  telling  them  of  their  mistakes. 
Any  prudent  elder  will  kindly  receive  well-sea- 
soned suggestions  respecting  his  duty.  The  weak- 
est member  in  the  church  ought  not  to  be  afraid 
to  approach  his  elder  on  a  matter  of  this  kind. 


We  understand  the  New  Testament  to  be  that 
standard.  The  man  who  accepts  this  as  the  Wi 
of  God,  and  obeys  it,  has  reached  the  required 
standard  so  far  as  the  human  part  is  concerned. 

When  may  it  be  said,  "  Thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole  ?  " 
W.  P.  Z. 

Whenever  one  believes  with  all  his  heart  that  Je- 
sus is  the  Christ,  repents  of  his  sins,  and  obeys 
from  the  heart,  that  form  of  doctrine  delivered  un- 
to the  saints.  The  man  who  does  this  is  made 
spiritually  whole. 

How, 

Just  enough  to  demonstrate  that  faith  and  obedi- 
ence are  carried  to  the  fulL limit  of  the  ability  giv- 
en>  The  man  who  does  all  he  can,  will  have  both 
mercy  and  justice  on  his  side. 

Wha 


le   we   commend   his    example   we   pity   his 
•    A  man  who  does  the  right  thing  ought 
reach  what  he  practices, 


Is  it  right  for  a  sister  to  pray  in  public  when  an  opportunity 
is  offered?  A.  B. 

Certainly  it  is,  or  else  why  wear  the  religious  cov- 
ering! Those  who  wear  this  covering  in  public 
may  also  pray  in  public. 

Do  you  think  sisters  should  remove  their  bonnets  during 
services?  A  Sister. 

It  is  so  advised,  and  then  it  can  be  seen  that  she 
wears  the  covering  for  a  purpose. 

Please  explain  Matt.  6:  4,  where  it  reads:  "When  thou  do- 
est  alms  let  not  the  left  hand  know  what  the  right  hand  do- 
eth?"  M.  MoHLER. 

It  means,  do  all  the  good  you  can  in  this  world 
and  do  not  boast  about  it.  People  who  help  the 
poor  quietly,  are  prompted  by  pure  motives,  and  it 
is  such  that  the  Lord  takes  pleasure  in  rewarding. 

of  the  doctrine  of 
W.  S.  Giixett. 

The  doctrine  of  unconditional  election,  or  fore- 
ordination,  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  Christianity,  and 
relates  to  personal  election,  seems  to  have  found 
its  first  earnest  advocate  in  St.  Augustine,  who 
died  A.  D.  430.  It  is  to  Calvin,  however,  that  the 
doctrine  owes  its  greatest  force.  He  not  only  be- 
lieved the  doctrine  of  unconditional  election,  eter- 
nal decrees  and  predestination,  respecting  the  sal- 
vation and  damnation  of  each  individual,  but 
taught  and  propagated  it  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
remarkable  ability. 

Rom.  8:  29,  30,  also  Eph,  1:  5  and 


Will  you  pie 


xpla 


See  Bro.  McCann's  article  on  this  subject,  page 
644,  in  No.  41,  where  the  question  of  foreordination 
and  election  is,  to  some  extent,  examined. 


THE  FIRST  STONE. 


The  first  stone,— who  shall  cast  it?  This  is  a 
grave  question,  and  has  been  a  puzzle  in  all  ages. 
All  seem  to  have  the  stone  in  the  hand  and  ready 
to  cast.  But  who  shall  open  the  fracas,  is  often 
hard  to  determine.  There  are  always  those  who 
will  follow,  even  in  crime,  when  there  is  one  bold 
enough  to  lead.  Man  is  an  exceedingly  selfish  be- 
ing and  one  among  the  hard  things  for  all  of  us  to 
do  is  to  "unself"  ourselves  and  stand  out  in  the 
full  light  of  true  manhood. 

In  the  eighth  chapter  of  John  we  are  told  that 
early  in  the  morning  Christ  came  from  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  entered  the  temple  and  began  teaching 
the  people  who  were  always  glad  to  hear  him,  giv- 
ing ready  audience  to  the  gracious  words,  as  they 
fell  from  his  lips.  Well  would  it  have  been,  had 
there  been  no  exceptions  to  hearing  him  gladly. 
But  there  was.  There  was  a  class  there  who  were 
also  teachers,  called  the  scribes  and  Pharisees. 
They  were  jealous  of  this  new  teacher  because  his 
teaching  differed  from  theirs,  and  the  people  were 
turning  away  from  theirs  to  this  new  teaeher. 
This  was  very  grievous  to  them  and  they  were 
taking  measures  to  stay  this  tide  of  influence  by 
putting  to  test  the  doctrine  he  was  teaching.  And 
as  they  thought,  they  had  found  a  case  in  this  pros- 
titute woman.  They  declared  that  the  woman  was 
taken  in  the  act,  so  there  could  be  no  mistake. 
The  evidence  was  strong  and  clear.  Bringing  this 
woman  and  placing  her  before  him,  they  say: 
"Now  Moses  in  the  law  commanded  us" — no 
doubt  putting  special  stress  on  "  us,''  to  show  him 
that  they,  too,  were  teachers  of  authority, 
such  should  be  stoned."     '  But  what  sayest  th 

This  was  one  among  the  most  crucial  tests 
through  which  he  had  to  pass.  He,  himself,  had 
said  that  he  came  not  to  destroy  the  law  but  to  ful- 
fil],—and  here  was  a  violation  that  was  worthy  of 
death.  What  shall  he  do?  A  pause,  not  so  much 
that  he  might  have  time  to  think,  as  to  give  the  ac- 
cusers an  opportunity.  He  stooped  down,  and, 
with  his  finger,  wrote  on  the  ground.     Would  you 


'  that 


like  to  know  what  he  wrote?  We  might  conject- 
ure,— some  have  done  so, — but  no  one  knows. 
The  writing  was  not  the  matter  of  importance.  It 
was  the  pause, — the  waiting  to  reply.  But  they 
persisted  in  the  asking.  Then  it  was  that  the  an- 
swer came:  "  He  that  is  without  sin,  let  him  first 
cast  a  stone  at  her."  And  again  he  stooped  down 
and  wrote  on  the  ground. 

Now  the  test  is  turned  upon  the  accusers,  and  it 
was  one  that  they  had  never  experienced  before 
they  had  brought  to  the  Master,  as  they  thought,  a 
criminal,  and  they  were  glad  for  the  opportunity, — 
not  so  much  that  they  cared  for  the  punishment  of 
the  woman  as  to  get  a  point  of  condemnation 
against  the  new  teacher.  These  two  cases  they 
had  before  them.  On  the  one  they  had  already 
passed  judgment,  and  for  the  other,  they  were 
seeking  for  occasion,  But  their  minds  are  divert- 
ed from  both  of  these  and  turned  to  themselves. 
They  are  made  their  own  judges  and  are  called  up- 
on to  make  a  decision  on  their  own  goodness.  To 
give  them  time  and  opportunity  to  do  this,  he  con- 
tinues writing  in  the  sand.  They  knew  in  whose 
presence  they  were  and  that  he  knew  them  much 
better  than  they  knew  him,  and  to  justify  them- 
selves in  his  presence  was  more  than  they  cared  to 
do,  so  that  one  after  another  rendered  his  own  de- 
cision and  walked  out  without  casting  the  stone. 

Things  had  taken  an  unexpected  turn,  and,  self- 
condemned,  they  dropped  the  case  and  left  this 
criminal  unpunished.  "And  what  sayest  thou?  " 
They  did  not  even  wait  to  hear  what  he  would  say, 
but  at  the  opportune  moment  he  said  it.  It  was 
this:  "  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee:  go,  and  sin  no 
more."  This  harmonizes  with  the  purpose  of  his 
coming  into  the  world, — "  I  came  not  to  condemn 
the  world  but  to  save  it.".  It  was  not  the  purpose 
of  Christ  to,  in  any  way,  condone  sin,  neither  is 
there  anything  in  this  circumstance  to  show  such 
tendencies.  Sin  was  rife  in  the  world,  and  Christ 
came  to  destroy  the  works  of  sin,  but  to  save  the 
sinner.  "  Sin  no  more,"  was  the  Christ  method  of 
saving  the  one,  by  destroying  the  other.  If  any  of 
us  are  saved  to-day  it  is  because  we  have  accepted 
the  great  remedy,  "  sin  no  more." 

We  know  that  there  is  much  said  about  using  the 
knife,  and  he  who  uses  it  most  is  called  the  best 
vineyardist,  but  these  trimmers  have  not,  in  their 
own  persons,  heard  the  Master  say:  "  He  that  is 
without  sin,  let  him  first  cast  a  stone  at  her."  It  is 
a  lesson  that  comes  home  to  the  soul  in  thunder 
tones,  and  it  teaches  two  things  with  wonderful 
force:  (1)  That  before  casting  the  stone  we  should 
look  well  into  our  own  lives,  and  if  we  have  not 
been  living  right  before  God,  we  should  first  stone 
out  our  own  sins  before  we  commence  throwing 
them  at  others,  or,  perhaps,  in  a  more  terse  maxim, 
"  Those  who  live  in  glass  houses  should  not  throw 
stones." 

The  second  is:  Before  severing  church  relation- 
ship, we  should  be  sure  that  the  branches  are  dead 
before  using  the  knife. 

Our  mission  in  the  world  is  much  the  same  as 
was  that  of  the  Christ— not  to  destroy  men  be- 
cause they  are  sinners,  or  try  to  save  them  in  their 
sins,  but  to  save  them  from  their  sins.  The  ques- 
tion is  not,  How  much  have  you  sinned,  but  "Sin 
no  more."  This  is  the  desire  we  are  to  labor  to  de- 
velop in  the  lives  of  all  for  whom  Christ  died.  "  I 
came  not  to  destroy  but  to  save."  This  should  be 
our  purpose  in  life,— slow  to  condemn,  but  swift  to 
rescue  and  save.  My  brother,  have  you  a  stone  in 
your  hand  to  throw  at  your  weak  or  fallen  brother 
or  sister?  Wait,  like  the  Master.  Don't  cast  it, 
and,  while  the  Christ  is  writing  in  the  sand,  turn 
your  judgment  on  your  own  life,  until  the  gentle 
voice  of  the  Master  is  heard  saying:  "  Neither  do  I 
condemn  the  e;go,  and  sin  no  more."  Then  say: 
"  That  is  for  me.  As  the  Christ  forgives  me,  so 
will  I  forgive  others."  «•  B-  "• 
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'  HOME  *  AND  »  FAMILY  < 

WE  ARE  ALL  HERE. 

BY  DORA  w.  N0FFS1NGER. 

We  are  all  here— 

Father,  mother. 

Sister,  brother — 
All  who  hold  each  other  dear: 
Each  chair  is  filled,  we're  all  at  home; 
May  this  be  so  for  years  to  come. 
It  is  so  often  thus  around 
Our  old  familiar  home  we're  found; 
Bless,  then,  the  dear  and  lovely  spot  — 
We  know  'twill  never  be  forgot; 
The  dear  old  songs  and  solemn  prayer 
Have  often  been  repeated  there; 

We're  all,  all  here. 

We  arc  all  here— 

Father,  mother. 

Sister,  brother— 
As  yet  it  rings  in  each  one's  ear; 
This  may  not  long  of  us  be  said; 
Soon  must  we  join  the  gathered  dead, 
And  by  the  hearth  wc  now  sit  round 
Some  qther  circle  will.be  found. 
O  may  we  watch  and  fight  and  pray 
Until  the  great  and  noted  day; 
May  each  repeat  in  words  of  bliss, 
In  the  good  world  to  follow  this, 
"We're  all,  all  here." 
I  City,  Ind. 


OUR  PRAYER  MEETINQ. 


BY  HOWAR 


MILLER. 


With  this  article  our  meeting  ends.  It  was  the 
intention  to  print  one  more  lot  of  experiences,  and 
there  was  a  call  to  that  end,  but  in  the  meantime 
there  came  so  many  letters  that  several  issues  of 
the  paper  would  be  filled  with  them.  I  find  it  im- 
possible to  discriminate,  and  as  the  matter  must 
come  to  an  end  sometime  it  has  been  deemed  ad- 
visable to  stop  now  and  here.  This  explanation 
will  show  why  late  comers  do  not  appear  in  print, 
though  their  willingness  to  testify  for  the  Master 
shows  their  earnestness  and  without  doubt  they  will 
be  recognized  in  the  next  world  as  not  ashamed  of 
the  faith  that  is  in  them. 

It  is  also  impossible  to  reply  to  all  the  letters 
personally,  and  while  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to 
communicate  with  those  who  have  opened  the 
most  secret  and  sacred  rooms  of  their  hearts,  it  is 
out  of  the  question  so  to  do.  All  the  letters  have 
been  taken  out  in  the  orchard  back  of  my  house 
and  there  burned.  There  were  details  of  home 
and  heart  life  that  no  human  eye  should  see,  and 
they  have  been  placed  beyond  such  a  contingency. 
Summing  it  all  up,  God  does  answer  prayer. 
The  dead  earnestness  of  the  writers,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  knowledge  so  often  stated  in  the 
words,  "  No  one  can  make  me  believe  God  did  not 
hear  and  answer  me,"  all  go  to  prove  what  every 
Christian  knew  before  we  began.  We  can  never 
all  meet  here  together,  but  hereafter  we  may. 
Till  then,  blessings  and  farewell!  After  this  life, 
neither  death,  nor  prayer  to  avert  it,  there  will  be 
welcome,  but  not  good-bye. 
Lewisburg,  Pa. 

THE  SECRET  OF  A  HAPPY  LIFE. 

BY  BYRON  TALHELM. 

"Tpust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine  heart;  and  lean  not  unto 
thine  own  understanding.  In  all  tby  ways  acknowledge  him, 
and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths."— Prov.  3;  5,  6. 

Simply  trusting  in  the  Lord;  this  is  the  secret  of 
a  happy  life.  Oh,  the  precious  promises  of  God! 
Haw  comforting  to  know  that  "  he  is  faithful  that 
promised!  "  It  is  ours  to  claim  the  promises  and 
if  we  are  not  happy,  it  is  our  own  fault.  True,  we 
have  many  trials  and  temptations  and  burdens  to 
bear,  but  even  then  comes  the  consoling  thought 
"  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God."  "  For  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he 
chastenevh,  and  scourgeth  every  son  whom  he  re- 
ceiveth."     Heb.  12:  6. 

Why  are  so  many  Christians  unhappy?  We  need 
not   worry  about  our  safety.     "The  angel  of  the 


Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him, 
and  delivereth  them."  "  Many  are  the  afflictions 
of  the  righteous;  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of 
them  all."  Ps.  34:  7,  18.  Absolute  safety  is  assured 
us,  if  we  only  trust  him.  "  They  that  trust  in  the 
Lord  shall  be  as  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be 
moved,  but  abideth  forever.  As  the  mountains  are 
round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the  Lord  is  round  about 
his  people  from  henceforth  even  forever."  Ps.  125: 
I,  2. 

Food  and  raiment  shall  be  provided  for  us. 
Why  should  we  fret  and  worry?  If  we  have  the 
glory  of  God  first  and  uppermost  in  our  hearts, 
then  "all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  us." 
"  My  God  shall  supply  all  your  need  according  to 
his  riches  in  Christ  Jesus,"  says  Paul.  David's  tes- 
timony is,  "  I  have  been  young,  and  now  am  old; 
yet  have  I  not  seen  the  righteous  forsaken,  nor  his 
seed  begging  bread."  If  you  are  righteous,  you 
needn't  worry  about  the  future.  The  Lord  will 
provide  for  his  obedient  and  contented  children. 
If  we  are  content  with  such  things  as  we  have,  the 
Lord's  promise  is,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  for- 
sake thee."  Heb.  13:  5.  "Oh  that  men  would 
praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  and  for  his  won- 
derful works  to  the  children  of  men!" 

The  real  cause  why  so  many  Christians  are  un- 
happy, is  their  lack  of  trust  in  God.  They  lean 
unto  their  own  understanding.  They  do  not  trust 
their  Heavenly  Father  as  a  child  does  an  earthly 
parent.  Yet  Jesus  plainly  says,  "  Except  ye  be 
converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall 
not  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  The  great 
trouble  is  that  so  many  Christians  are  not  "  con- 
verted," neither  have  they  the  faith  of  a  little 
child.  Who  has  greater  faith  than  a  little  child  in 
its  mother's  promises?  The  child  of  a  heavenly 
Parent!  "O  ye  of  little  faith!"  Why  doubt  ye 
the  promises  of  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth? 
Let  us  pray  for  more  faith, — simple,  child-like 
faith, — that  we  may,  "  in  spirit  and  in  truth,"  say, 
"  Our  Father." 

Why  are  children  so  happy?  Is  it  not  because 
they  have  no  cares?  Then  put  your  trust  in  the 
Lord,  "  casting  all  your  care  upon  him;  for  he  car- 
tth  for  you." 

There  is  no  reason  why  you  should  be  unhappy. 
To  some  people  this  life  is  only  a  "  a  vale  of  tears," 
a  "world  of  sin  and  sorrow."  They  are  ever  look- 
ing on  the  dark  side.  This  is  all  wrong.  The  af- 
flictions of  Job  may  be  your  afflictions;  but  "my 
brethren  count  it  all  joy,"  says  Paul.  "  If  we  suf- 
fer, we  shall  also  reign  with  him."  Oh,  the  pre- 
cious promises  of  God!  The  peace  "which  pass- 
eth  all  understanding!  "  Simply  taking  God  at  his 
word,  is  the  secret  of  a  happy  life.  "  Bless  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul:  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless 
his  holy  name." 

Washington,  Kans. 


MY  OWN  VINEYARD  NEGLECTED. 


Mr.  Talmage  has 
to  be  read  by  the  | 
flocks,  the  pari 
:,  the  people 


tething  to  say  that  ought 

ichers  who    are    neglecting 

who   are   neglecting  their 

are   neglecting  their  own 


tmunities,  and  all   those    who    are    neglecting 
themselves.     He  says: 

The  writer  of  the  Canticles  mourns,  "  They  have 
made  me  the  keeper  of  vineyards,  but  my  own  vine- 
yard have  I  not  kept."  So  there  are  Christians 
now  who  spend  their  chief  time  in  looking  after 
others  while  their  own  vineyard  goes  to  waste. 
They  are  raising  very  fine  grapes  on  the  other  side 
of  the  fence,  but  the  property  does  not  belong  to 
them  nor  the  grapes.  We  know  Christians  who  are 
lean  as  skeletons  in  religious  experience,  who  are 
running  hither  and  thither,  looking  after  Sunday 
schools,  calling  conventions,  attending  meetings. 
They  are  in  everlasting  sweat  about  other  people, 
but  have  no  anxiety  about  themselves.  They  cut 
the  wool  off  somebody  else's  sheep,  and  spin  it  on 
somebody  else's  wheel,  and  weave  it  on  somebody 
else's  loom,  for  somebody  else's  back.  Meanwhile 
their  own  souls  are  shivering  to  death.     So  there 


volent 
while 


are  women  busy  collecting  money  for  bent 
institutions   and    managing    public    affairs, 
their  own  children  go  with  faces   unwashed 
stockings   undarncd,   and   minds   uneducated' 
souls  unsaved.     Busy  everywhere  but  in  their  '""I 
,  lueir  own 

vineyards. 

Now,  the  first  thing  for  one  to  do  is,  to  take  ca 
of  his  or  her  own  heart.  How  was  it  that  the  old 
saints,  with  less  opportunity  than  we  have,  we 
better  men?  They  had  more  time  for  contempU- 
tion.  Christians  now  seldom  sit  down  to  think.  It 
is  drive,  and  push,  and  pull.  Their  only  quiet  time 
is  when  they  are  on  an  express  train  going  at  thir 
ty-five  miles  an  hour,  watch  in  hand,  wondering 
why  they  don't  go  forty.  Just  before  Communion 
they  feel  called  upon  for  especial  self-examination 
and  so  take  the  ten  minutes  in  which  they  are 
walking  to  church  to  think  what  miserable  offend, 
ers  they  have  been.  Now  you  have  no  right  to 
give  so  much  time  to  your  neighbors'  crops  that 
you  let  your  own  suffer.  Besides,  if  our  own  piety 
be  thin,  our  work  will  be  inefficient.  If  we  have 
been  much  with  Christ,  and  have  deep  personal  ex- 
periences, we  will  do  more  good  in  one  month  than 
with  a  shallow  experience  we  could  do  in  ten  years. 
One-half  the  Christian  effort  of  to-day  is  mere  gab. 
The  world  sees  straight  through  it,  while  some  man 
who  says  little  but  feels  much,  gets  hold  of  the 
heart  of  an  audience,  and  rouses,  and  melts,  and 
subdues,  and  agonizes  it  at  will.  Christians,  seek- 
ing no  advancement  in  personal  piety,  are  often 
very  demonstrative,  as  steamboats  at  the  wharf 
blowing  off  steam  are  so  noisy  you  cannot  hear 
yourself  speak.  A  man  of  deep  religious  experi- 
ence is  always  effective.  We  care  not  how  poor 
his  voice  is,  or  how  uncomely  his  countenance,  or 
how  awkward  his  gestures,  or  how  shabby  his 
clothes.  By  taking  good  care  of  our  vineyard,  we 
learn  how  to  help  others  in  the  care  of  their  vine- 
yard. If  you  cannot  raise  grapes  in  your  garden, 
you  cannot  raise  them  in  mine." 


«•■-«•  CORRESPONDENCE  *~~ 
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^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  of  it,  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  ol  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  ot  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  for  that  purpose. 


From  Octavla,  Nebr. 

Sept.  19  and  20  our  love  feast  was  held  in  a  tent, 
at  the  home  of  Bro.  Jacob  Rutt.  It  was  a  spiritual 
feast.  Eighty-three  members  communed.  The 
visiting  ministers  present  were  Eld.  Geo.  Stam- 
baugh,  from  McCool  Junction,  Nebr.,  Bro.  C.  B. 
Smith,  from  the  North  Beatrice  church,  and  Bro.  J. 
B.  Moore,  from  the  Beatrice  church,  who  lately 
moved  into  our  church.  One  was  baptized  at  the 
close  of  the  afternoon  services  of  the  first  day.  At 
the  close  of  the  evening  exercises  one  more  made 
application. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Sept.  20,  we  had  Sunday 
school  at  9  A.  M.,  and  children's  meeting  at  10. 
These  services,  by  the  request  of  C.  B.  Smith,  were 
opened  by  the  children.  They  sang  No.  146,  from 
the  Brethren's  Song  Book.  Brethren  Burton 
Moore  and  Eddie  Keller,  aged  thirteen  and  ten 
years,  respectively,  led  in  prayer.  Bro.  C.  *>> 
Smith  was  the  first  one  to  talk  to  the  children, 
which  was  appreciated  by  both  young  and  old. 
Bro.  J.  B.  Moore  was  the  second  speaker,  and  also 
spoke  in  an  interesting  manner,  Our  church  is  1" 
a  prosperous  condition.  Since  last  May  we  bap- 
tized twelve  applicants,  J.  G.  Kilhefner. 

Oct.  ij. 

From  Frultdale,  Alabama. 

I  reached  Fruitdale  Oct.  8.  Owing  to  the  sick- 
ness of  my  dear  wife,  with  whom  I  remained  for 
several  months  in  the  home  of  her  parents,  at  Cov- 
ington, Ohio,  and  whom  the  Lord  has  recently 
taken,  it  had  not  been  my  privilege  to  visit  Ffl 
dale  since  May,  and  hence,  upon  my  late  arri| 
found  a  number  of  changes.  The  new  c"10"' 
gradually   taking  on    the   appearance   of  stabi  1  Y 
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and  permanence,  and  a  number  of  improvements 
have  been  made. 

The  Brethren  have  erected  a  two-story  building 
here,  40x40  feet,  which  is  known  as  the  Fruitdale 
Seminary.  The  building  contains  seven  rooms  be- 
sides the  chapel,  in  which  preaching  services  are 
held  each  Sunday.  School  is  now  in  progress. 
Bro.  L.  M.  Neher  and  wife,  of  North  Manchester, 
ind.,  and  sister  Lena  Mohler,  of  Covington,  Ohio, 
are  the  teachers.  The  school  is  under  the  control 
of  brethren  and  promises  to  be  a  strong  center  of 
influence  for  the  church  in  the  South. 

But  this  is  only  a  part  of  the  work  that  is  being 
done  in  Southern  Alabama  by  the  Brethren.  At 
Citronelle,  Ala.,  twenty-two  miles  south  of  Fruit- 
dale,  they  have  erected  a  two-story  school  building 
50x60  feet  and  containing  nine  rooms  besides  the 
chapel.  This  is  known  as  Citronelle  College. 
Bro.  N.  R.  Baker,  an  able  minister  and  teacher, 
formerly  of  Allen  County,  Ohio,  is  in  charge  of  the 
school  now  in  progress  there.  Sister  Anna,  daugh- 
ter of  Eld.  Jacob  Witmore,  and  sister  Mary  E.  Mar- 
tin, of  McPherson,  Kans.,  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Mueller, 
formerly  of  Fostoria,  Ohio,  are  also  teaching  in  the 
school  there.  Sister  Martin  has  a  class  in  Bible 
history,  and  the  Bible  work  will  be  made  promi- 
nent at  both  Fruitdale  and  Citronelle.  Both 
schools  are  under  one  management  and  are  in  a 
sense  but  two  departments  of  the  same  school. 
They  were  located  at  different  points  in  order  to 
reach  and  bless  a  greater  number.  The  fact  that 
the  public  school  advantages  are  inferior  in  many 
parts  of  the  South  was  also  an  argument  in  favor 
of  this  arrangement, 

A  church  has  been  organized  at  Fruitdale.  We 
held  a  council-meeting  with  them  Oct.  10.  Three 
letters  of  membership  were  read.  Counting  a  few 
members  who  have  recently  located  and  have  not 
yet  handed  in  their  letters,  they  now  have  a  mem- 
bership of  twenty.  Bro.  N.  R.  Baker,  Daniel 
Hershey,  from  Illinois,  John  Satterfield,  from  Ten- 
I  V  i  lessee,  and  the  writer,  are  the  ministers.  Bro.  Wm. 
Zern,  of  Nebraska,  and  David  Ennis,  from  Oklaho- 
ma, are  the  deacons.  The  church,  in  council,  de- 
cided to  hold  weekly  prayer  meetings  and  also 
recommend  the  organization  of  a  singing  class, 
which  will  probably  be  conducted  by  Bro.  Satter- 
field. Plans  were  discussed  for  the  promotion  of 
the  Master's  cause  in  other  directions.  A  series  of 
meetings  was  partially  arranged  for. 

During  my  stay  at  Fruitdale  two  preaching  servi- 
ces were  held  in  the  chapel,  which  was  filled  with 
interested  listeners.  Regular  appointments  are 
held  at  two  places  and  others  will  be  opened  soon. 
A  number  of  families  have  completed  their  ar- 
rangements to  locate  with  us  and  we  expect  our 
membership  to  be  doubled  within  the  next  sixty 
days. 

We  left  Fruitdale  for  the  north  Oct.  15,  and  en- 
joyed a  love  feast  with  the  Brethren  of  the  Lafay- 
ette church,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  17  and  18. 
About  seventy-five  members  communed.  This 
church  is  small,  but  alive,  and  the  feast  was  a  most 
enjoyable  one.  Bro.  Charles  Wilkins  is  the  elder  in 
charge,  assisted  in  the  ministry  by  Bro.  G.  A.  Sni- 
der. 

Oct.  19  I  returned  to  Covington,  Ohio,  for  the 
present  my  northern  headquarters,  where  my  little 
four-year-old  daughter  remains  with  her  grandpar- 
ents. We  thank  the  Lord  for  the  many  evidences 
we  see,  that  he  continues  to  bless  his  saints  every- 
where. James  M.  Neff. 

Covington,  Ohio,  Oct.  21, 


Prom  the  Woodland  Church,  III. 

Bro.  David  Eby  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings Sept.  26,  and  continued  until  Oct.  21—  the 
time  of  our  love  feast,  He  preached  over  thirty 
sermons,  with  much  earnestness.  One  was  re- 
ceived by  baptism.  Many  others  were  deeply  im- 
pressed and  all  were  much  encouraged  and  built 
Jgon  their  way  heavenward.  These  meetings  are 
JWeed  a  feast  to  the  soul  of  the  Christian.  We 
°ave  enjoyed  so  many  good  meetings  this  tall  that 
we  ought  to  thank  the  Lord.     Our  love  feast  was 


an  enjoyable  one.  We  had  pleasant  weather,  good 
roads,  and  a  large  crowd.  Besides  Bro.  Eby,  we 
had  with  us  brethren  Michael  Flory,  John  Fitz,  and 
Sherman  Stucky.  An  election  was  held  for  one 
minister  and  one  deacon.  We  elected  Bro.  Cor- 
nelius Mummert  to  the  office  of  deacon.  During 
all  of  our  meetings  we  were  blessed  with  large  con- 
gregations of  attentive  hearers.  Lydia  Walters, 
Oct.  27. 

From  the  Mt.  Hope  Church,  Okla. 

Eld.  I.  H.  Crist  held  some  meetings  here  previ- 
ous to  the  love  feast,  which  occurred  Oct.  17. 
Oct.  16  the  organization  of  the  District  of  Oklaho- 
ma took  place  (a  division  of  the  District  of  Okla- 
homa and  Texas  having  been  agreed  upon  at  last 
District  Meeting.)  Several  good  reasons  were  pre- 
sented by  the  Brethren  as  to  the  necessity  of  start- 
ing right  and  letting  our  work  be  united  in  carrying 
out  the  great  Gospel  principles,  as  set  forth  by  our 
beloved  Fraternity.  Eld.  Samuel  Edgecomb  was 
our  Moderator,  and  did  his  part  well.  The  mis- 
sionary board  consists  of  the  following:  Bro.  A.  W. 
Austin,  Chairman,  Cushing,  Okla.  T.;  Bro.  Isaac 
Metzler,  of  Paradise  Prairie  church,  Clerk;  Bro.  C. 
F.  Brubaker,  of  the  Mount  Hope  church,  Treasur- 

Bro.  Crist  commended  the  good  behavior  among 
the  outsiders  on  the  evening  of  the  feast.  We 
hope  some  good  impressions  were  made,  as  a  re- 
sult of  our  meetings.  We  have  a  good  live  social 
meeting  and  Sunday  school,  and  we  believe  the 
seed  sown  will  ripen  into  a  glorious  harvest  not 
many  days  hence.  J.  A.  Landis. 

Acton,  Okla.  Ter. 


From  Sheldon,  lowa. 


We  stopped  on  our  return  from  District  Meet- 
ing with  the  Brethren  at  Aurelia,  to  attend  their 
love  feast  and  also  to  assist  them  in  some  meet- 
ings. Notwithstanding  the  dark,  rainy  evening  of 
Oct.  10,  there  were  about  fifty  members  at  the  ta- 
bles, and  quite  a  number  of  outsiders. 

Last  June  the  church  decided  to  advance  Bro. 
Fred.  Stieneke  to  the  second  degree  of  the  minis- 
try, but,  on  account  of  his  sickness  at  that  time,  he 
could  not  be  installed,  hence  it  was  deferred  until 
this  meeting,  when  the  charge  was  delivered  and 
he  was  formally  installed  into  the  more  responsi- 
ble duties  of  his  sacred  office. 

The  meetings  continued  during  the  week  with 
fair  attention  and  attendance. 

We  expect  Bro.  Will  H.  Lichty,  of  South  Water- 
loo, to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  with  us  at 
Sheldon,  next  Saturday,  Oct.  24.     J."E.  Rolston. 

Oct.  IQ. 

From  the  Conestoga  Church,  Pa. 

A  series  of  meetings  was  begun  at  the  Spring 
Grove  house  Oct.  4,  conducted  by  Bro.  Jacob 
Pfautz,  of  Farmersville,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  one  of 
the  home  ministers  of  said  church.  The  meetings 
were  continued  with  good  interest  and  attendance 
until  Oct.  20,  the  time  of  our  love  feast,  at  which 
time  three,  who  became  willing  to  forsake  sin,  were 
buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  Two  more  are 
awaiting  baptism  at  this  writing.  Others  seem  to 
be  near  the  kingdom.  Our  love  feast  was  truly  a 
feast  to  the  soul  to  those  who  participated  in  it. 
The  house  was  filled  to  its  utmost.  Bro.  Christian 
Bucher,  of  Shafferstown,  officiated.  Brethren  Levi 
Mohler,  T.  F.  Imler,  and  others,  were  present  and 
rendered  valuable  assistance. 

After  the  feast  the  meetings  were  conducted  un- 
til the  following  Sunday,  by  Bro.  I.  W.  Taylor,  of 
Voganville,  Pa.  The  meetings  continued  with  una 
bated  interest.  Samuel  W.  Taylor. 

Spring  Grove,  Pa.,  Oct.  26. 


From  the  LibertyvlIIe  Church,  Iowa. 

On  Sunday  evening,  Sept.  20,  Bro.  Andrew 
Hutchison  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  for  us, 
and  continued  for  ten  days.     Then  he  had  to  go  to 


other  fields  of  labor.  The  meetings  were  continued 
by  Bro.  Abram  Wolf  until  Oct.  13,  when  they 
closed,  in  time  for  District  Meeting.  As  a  result 
of  the  meetings  five  were  baptized  and  the  member- 
ship built  up  and  encouraged.  Our  Communion 
occurred  Oct.  9.  About  one  hundred  members 
were  present.  Brethren  Martin  Replogle  and  Wm. 
A.  Krewson,  of  Appanoose  County,  were  with  us. 
Bro.  Replogle  officiated.  Thus  passed  one  of  the 
best  love  feasts  ever  held  in  the  Libertyville 
church.  We  expect  to  continue  our  Sunday 
school  through  the  winter  for  the  first  time.  Our 
prayer  meeting,  and  also  social  meeting,  continue 
with  an  increased  interest. 

We  have  preaching  services  every  Sunday  at  the 
church,  and  twice  a  month  on  Sunday  evenings,  al- 
so two  monthly  appointments  in  Vanburen  County. 
Bro.  Orlando  Ogden,  of  Appanoose  County, 
preached  for  us  last  Sunday  evening. 

Our  elder,  Abram  Wolf,  is  spending  most  of  his 
time  now  among  the  churches  of  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  Iowa,  in  the  interest  of  mission  work  in 
general.  W.  N.  Glotfelty. 

Oct.  /p. 

From  the  Church  In  Botetourt  County,  Va. 

It  is  our  pleasure  to  give  a  report  of  some  good 
meetings,  closing  with  our  Communion  meeting,  at 
the  Valley  meetinghouse,  yesterday,  Oct.  25,  with 
good  results.  A  meeting  of  two  weeks,  at  Trout- 
ville,  closed  on  Friday  night  with  quite  a  number 
of  confessions.  It  was  conducted  by  the  home 
ministers,  The  preaching  was  mostly  done  by  Bro. 
J.  A.  Dove,  assisted  by  the  other  ministers  and 
members  in  the  prayer  and  song  service.  The  ar- 
rangement was  made  for  all  to  meet  at  an  early 
hour,  at  the  Valley  meetinghouse,  on  Saturday 
morning,  preparatory  to  receiving  the  converts  and 
baptizing  them  in  time  for  the  Communion  in  the 
evening.  All  were  made  glad,  when  coming  to- 
gether, that  others  who  had  not  made  confession, 
and  even  some  who  had  not  attended  the  series  of 
meetings,  were  present,  and  asked  for  admittance 
into  the  church.  Twenty-three  dear  souls  were  re- 
ceived and  baptized,  and  returned  to  the  meeting- 
house in  time  for  the  examination  services  and 
Communion.  A  rfumber  of  brethren  and  sisters  as- 
sembled, numbering  not  less  than  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  or  thirty.  The  seats  were  all 
filled  by  the  members,  and  the  standing  room 
crowded  with  spectators.  The  meeting,  with  the 
good  attention  and  order,  could  scarcely  have  been 
better.  The  ministers  present  from  other  church- 
es were  brethren  Henry  Ikenberry,  A.  F.  Pursley, 
Jas.  H.  Graybill,  and  I,  N.  H.  Beab/n. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  10  A.  M„  Bro.  Beahm 
preached  from  Ps.  60:  4,  The  room  was  entirely 
filled,  and  the  best  order  and  attention  prevailed. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  members, 
and  all  others  as  well,  were  glad  that  they  were 
there.  A  good  work  was  accomplished  and  the 
fruit  will  be  developed  in  the  near  future. 

B.  F,  Moomaw, 


From  York,  Pa. 


We  met  in  regular  council  Oct.  8,  our  elder,  S. 
R.  Zug,  presiding. 

Eld.  Enoch  Eby,  of  Booth,  Kans.,  preached  two 
interesting  sermons  for  us  Oct.  9  and  io,  before  our 
love  feast,  Oct.  II.  We  indeed  had  "  a  feast  of  fat 
things,"  and  "  a  foretaste  of  heaven."  The  follow- 
ing visiting  brethren  were  with  us:  Eld.  Enoch 
Eby,  who  officiated  at  the  feast;  our  elder,  S.  R. 
Zug,  Victor  Long,  of  Maryland,  David  Allison,  of 
Upper  Cumberland,  Pa.,  and  Orville  Long,  of  Ab- 
bottstown,  Pa.  Quite  a  number  of  brethren  and 
sisters  from  Lancaster  County,  and  others,  also  en- 
joyed the  feast.  A  children's  meeting  was  held  in 
the  morning.  An  interesting  programme  had  been 
prepared.  Our  dear  brother,  C.  H.  Balsbaugh,  of 
Union  Deposit,  Pa.,  talked  to  the  children  in  his 
gentle  and  winning  way.  The  other  speakers  were 
sister  Sallie  Hawk,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Eld.  Zug. 
Music  was  an  interesting  feature  of  these  exercises. 
We  had  a  short  service  at  2  P.  M.,  and  began  Com- 
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munion  services  at  4.  Over  two  hundred  members 
communed.  The  house  was  crowded  during  the 
morning  and  afternoon  services,  and  during  the 
evening  exercises  several  hundred  could  not  be  ac- 
commodated with  seats.  Many  returned  home. 
Our  house  is  entirely  too  small  on  love  feast  oc- 
casions. We  have,  at  this  time,  nearly  two  hun- 
dred members  in  our  congregation,  but  yet  there  are 
still  many  dear  souls  out  of  the  church  who  ought 
to  be  in.  Abram  S.  Hekshey. 

Oct.  19. 

From  the  Powell  Valley  Church,  Ore. 

Our  Communion  meeting  was  a  pleasant  one. 
Eld.  M.  M.  Bashor  was  the  only  visiting  minister 
with  us.  Two  united  with  us  by  baptism,  and  one 
was  restored.     We  had  good  order  and  fine  weather. 

In  Gospel  Messenger  No.  38,  page  605,  in 
the  article  headed,  "Notes  by  the  Way,"  by  Bro. 


Henry  Frantz,  minister: 
changing  location,  to  r 
which  may  be  in  need  of 
if  a  church  has  been  left  ' 


love 


encouraged,  wnen 
nto  congregations 
minister;  in  particular, 
thout  a  resident  minis- 
ter. This  was  the  case  with  this  church  a  little 
over  six  months  ago,  but  an  aged  minister,  with  his 
companion,  took  pity  on  the  few  members  residing 
here,  and  cast  his  lot  with  them,  in  hopes  of  getting 
a  co-laborer  soon,  but  in  this  they  have  been  disap- 
pointed. Why  could  not  some  elder  locate  here 
with  us  instead  of  going  where  there  are  already 
two  or  three  elders  and  several  ministers?  In  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  14:  23  we  read  that  they  or- 
dained them  elders  in  every  church.  How  can  we 
expect  one  elder,  who  is  aged  and  feeble  in  health, 
to  take  care  of  three  or  four  churches  properly? 
How  can  he  perform  the  duty  Annual  Meeting  re- 
quires of  elders, — to  visit  every  family  of  members 
under  their  care  once  a  year?  It  is  just  as  impor- 
tant to  keep  house  in  the  church  as  to  be  able  to  talk 
well  and  get  the  people  to  unite  with  the  church. 
Let  our  elders  remember  this  very  important  duty 
of  housekeeping!  Nancy  BaHR. 

Damascus.  Ore..  Oct.  20. 


From  the  Mission  Field  of  Southern  Illinois. 

About  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  having  been 
called  into  the  mission  field  of  Southern  Illinois,  I 
came  to  look  after  the  scattered  members  in  Adams 
County.  I  found  about  thirty-five  members,  scat- 
tered over  quite  a  large  territory,  with  a  good 
churchhouse  in  the  village  of  Liberty,  but  no  minis- 
ter, no  Sunday  school,  no  prayer  meetings.  Here  I 
began  work,  being  supplied  by  the  Mission  Board 
with  good  tracts,  which,  I  found  to  be  of  incalculable 
value  and  help  in  the  field.     I   walked   from  house 
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my  trade  and  pay  ten  dollars  annually,  as  long  as  I 
could  earn  that  much  and  give  it  for  the  mission 
work.  Doing  work  in  the  mission  field,  is  quite 
different  from  visiting  old,  established  congrega- 
tions in  a  series  of  meetings,  which  I  had  the  happy 
privilege  of  doing  for  about  twenty  years.  I  now 
recall  some  of  those  blessed  seasons,  where  we  saw 
so  many  converted  to  God.  Some  of  them  are  now 
elders,  some  ministers  and  deacons.  Although 
now  past  sixty-three  years,  the  cause  of  Christ  is 
still  dear  to  me,  and  I  would  much  like  to  answer 
the  calls  now  made  on  me,  to  come  and  assist  them 
in  holding  protracted  meetings  in  some  of  these  old 
churches  where  we  labored  years  ago,  but  to  all 
that  have  written  me  I  must  say  as  yet,  I  cannot 
come,  as  I  am  still  at  work  in  the  mission  field, 
where  one  must  expect  to  make  a  continual  sacri 
fice,  going  from  house  to  house,  making  no  differ- 
ence between  the  rich  and  poor, — sharing  their  hos- 
pitalities alike. 

When  we  see  how  hard  some  of  these  poor  souls 
have  it  in  this  world,  we  can  see  why  Jesus  said  to 
John's  diiciples,  in  answer  to  his  request, — "The 
poor  have  the  Gospel  preached  unto  them."  No 
one  can  help  but  do  the  part  of  the  "  Good  Samari- 
tan "  after  seeing  the  great  need  everywhere.  May 
the  Lord  send  thousands  of  faithful  laborers  into 
the  field!     There  is  much  to  be  done! 

G.  W.  Cripe. 

Ccrrogordo.  III..  Oct   2j. 


Notice  to  the  Middle  District  of  Missouri. 

In  view  of  the  decision  of  last  Annual  Meet 
>'.  e.,  that  all  matters  that  pass  through  District 
Meetings  intended  for  Annual  Meeting  must  be 
published  in  the  Gospel  Messenger  two  weeks  be- 
fore Annual  Meeting,  it  has  therefore  become  nec- 
essary that  the  time  of  holding  our  District  Meet- 
ing will  have  to  be  changed.  In  conversation  with 
a  number  of  the  elders  of  the  District,  it  was 
thought  best  to  leave  the  matter  of  making  the 
change  to  the  Mound  church,  of  Bates  County, 
(where  the  District  Meeting  is  to  be  held).  Now, 
inasmuch  as  the  Mound  church  does  not  want  to 
take  the  responsibility  of  making  the  change,  but  has 
rather  expressed  their  preference  to  have  it  thret 
weeks  earlier  than  the  usual  time,  and  as  it  is  get 
ting  too  late  now  to  make  any  arrangements  to 
hold  said  meeting  this  fall,  therefore  the  meeting 
will  be  held  three  weeks  earlier  than  the  usual 
time,  unless  I  should  learn  that  there  is  general  d 
satisfaction  with  reference  to  that  time,  and  sol 
other  time  generally  agreed  upon  by  the  churcl 
of  the  District.  M.  T.  Baer,  Moderator 

Fristoc,  Mo..  Oct.  2$. 


and  one  daughter.  Funeral  services  in  the  Baptist 
hurch  Oct.  2,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  from  the 
words,  "The  dead  shall  rise  again."       M.  Myers. 
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A  Sad  Death. 


the  blessed  work,  and  the  good  Lord  blessed  the 
united  labors  to  the  conversion  of  about  fifty  souls 
in  the  territory  traveled  over. 

Among  the  number  gathered  in  are  quite  a  num- 
ber of  young  people,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all 
the  young  sisters  have  laid  off  their  fashionable 
head-gear  and  adopted  the  order  of  the  church,  and 
the  Brethren  are  doing  quite  well.  Now  we  have 
two  Sunday  schools,  four  points  of  preaching,  and 
good  prospects  for  more  to  join  in  the  good  work. 
This  work  is  all  within  the  bounds  of  the  Liberty 
and  Concord  churches.  Their  territory  extends 
east  nearly  sixty  miles  and  north  still  farther.  Oh 
the  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  and  who  will  do  it? 
Now,  if  the  Mission  Board  will  continue  their  work 
a  while  yet,  until  the  Liberty  church  will  be  able  to 
take  care  of  itself  a  good  work  will  be  accom- 
plished. If  not,  the  loss  undoubtedly  will  be  great, 
and  some  one  will  be  responsible.  I  do  fiope  some 
of  the  Board  will  visit  and  look  over  this  part  of  the 
field.  The  good  Lord  bless  all  to  his  glory  and  the 
good  of  the  cause, — dear  to  us  all. 

At  our  District  Meeting  I  proposed  that  if  the 
Board  could  get  some  one  else  to  take  the  field  and 
work,  I  would  cheerfully  stay  at  home  and  work  at 


On  the  night  of  Sept.  30,  1896,  sister  Mary  Funk, 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Nettz,  and  little  girl,  were  out 
to  call  on  a  neighbor,  seven  miles  southwest  of 
Cumberland,  Cass  Co.,  Iowa.  On  their  way  home, 
when  coming  down  a  steep  grade  in  a  top  buggy,  a 
runaway  team,  with  a  wagon,  came  behind  them  at 
a  high  speed  and  leaped  into  their  buggy,  crushing 
it  and  them  to  the  ground,  and  trampling  them  so 
severely  as  to  break  both  lower  limbs  of  the  little 
girl  below  the  knees,  and  bruise  Mrs.  Nettz  so  se- 
verely that  she  has  been  confined  to  her  bed.  Her 
mother  was  so  seriously  injured  that,  when  her  sons 
came  and  placed  her  in  a  buggy  to  take  her  home, 
they  had  gone  but  a  few  rods,  when  she  said,  "I 
am  dying."  She  remained  conscious  to  the  last, 
living  less  than  one  hour  after  the  accident  oc- 
curred. Her  last  words  were,  "Good-bye;  all  of 
you  meet  me  in  heaven." 

Sister  Funk  (nee  Lampin)  was  born  in  Berks 
County,  Pa.,  Feb.  7,  1832.  She  was  married  to 
Peter  Funk,  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  May  2,  1852.  She 
united  with  the  German  Baptist  Brethren  at  the 
Pine  Creek  church,  Ogle  County,  in  1855.  She 
lived  a  true  Christian  life,  and  was  highly  respected 
by  all  who  knew  her.  She  passed  away  Sept.  30, 
1896,  aged  sixty-four  years,  seven  months  and 
twenty-three  days.    She  leaves  husband,  four  sons 
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Navarre,  Kans.— I  have  just  closed  a  two  weeks' 
eeting  in  the  Newton  church,  Kans.     The  mem- 
bers seem  much  built  up  and  strengthened.    The 
interest  is   good.     One   precious   soul   chose    that 
This  little  band   stands  much  in  need 
of  an  earnest,  warm-hearted  minister.— C.  H.  Brown, 
Oct.  24. 
Middletown,  Ind  —  I  had  the  pleasure  of  attend- 
g  the  Lower  Fall  meeting.     It  was  not  largely  at- 
tended but  a  pleasant  gathering.     Bro.  L.  W.  Tee- 
ot  Hagerstown,  preached  for  us  at  our  last  ap. 
pomtment,  as  Bro.  Hoover  was  absent.     Bro.  Hen- 
y  Fadely  preached  at  the  old  church  yesterday  — 
Florida  J.  E.  Green. 

Carlisle,  Ark  —At  our  love  feast  at  Bridge  Bend, 
about  thirty-eight  members  communed.  It  was  in- 
deed a  feast  of  love.  We  held  a  series  of  meetings 
in  connection  with  the  feast.  Two  dear  souls  were 
baptized.  This  makes  twelv 
place  this  fall.  We  think  othe 
dom. — Chas.  E.  Delp,  Oct.  22. 

Pine  Creek  Church,  Ind. — Our  love  feast  was 
held  Oct.  21.  About  336  members  communed. 
Bro.  J.  C.  Murray  officiated.  Our  elder,  W.  R. 
Deeter,  was  with  us.  The  visiting  ministers  present 
were  brethren  J.  C.  Murray,  J.  Metzler,  D.  Whitmer, 

H.  W.  Kreighbaum, Hendricks  and  Bo- 

torf.  No  providential  hindrance,  we  expect  to  be- 
gin a  series  of  meetings  about  the  middle  of  No- 
vember, conducted  by  Bro.  Daniel  Wysong. — Etta 
Harbaugh,  Teegarden,  Ind..  Oct.  24. 

Garrison,  Iowa.— Our  love  feast,  which  was  ap- 
pointed for  Oct.  17,  is  now  in  the  past.  One  dear 
old  sister  was  baptized,  seemingly,  at  the  elevens- 
hour.  We  were  told  she  was  in  her  eighty-fourth 
year.  Several  brethien  and  sisters  were  present  from 
other  churches.  Among  the  number  were  brother 
and  sister  Fike,  from  Illinois;  Bro.  Mosss  Dierdorff, 
of  Yale,  Iowa;  brethren  Martin  Beeghly  and  Ja- 
cob Fike,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  Bro.  C.  Farmer, 
of  Grundy  Center,  Iowa. — Rachel  C.  Christy,  Garri- 
son, Iowa,  Oct.  22. 

Maple  Valley  Church,  Iowa.— Our  feast  passed 
off  very  pleasantly  Oct.  10,  although  not  so  well 
attended  as  usual,  on  account  of  unpleasant  weath- 
er. Bro.  F.  S.  Stieneke  was  advanced  to  the  sec- 
ond degree  of  the  ministry  last  spring,  and  was  in- 
stalled Oct.  n.  Bro.  J.  E.  Rolston,  of  Sheldon, 
began  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  8,  and  closed  the 
18th,  with  good  interest.  Bro.  John  Early,  who  has 
been  confined  to  his  bed  for  nearly  six  weeks,  by 
sickness,  is  slowly  improving. — Frank  Lehman,  An- 
relia,  Iowa,  Oct.  22. 

Walnut  Level,  Ind.— We  held  our  love  feast  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  23.  There  were  several  mem- 
bers with  us  from  adjoining  churches.  The  minis- 
ters with  us  were  Daniel  Byerly,  Lewis  Huber, 
Samuel  Fink,  Peter  Hammond  and  G.  Kitterman. 
Bro.  Byerly  remained  with  us  over  Sunday  and 
preached  three  able  sermons.  One  was  received 
into  the  church  by  baptism.  We  also  expect  to 
hold  a  series  of  meetings,  beginning  on  the  evening 
of  Nov.  7,  conducted  by  Bro.  Aaron  Moss,  of  the 
Landessville  church,  Grant  Co.,  Ind.— MaUnda  S. 
Studebaker. 

Maple  Grove  Church,  Kans— Oct.  10  the  home 
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Round  Mountain  Church,  Ark.— Our  Commun- 
ion was  held  Oct.  24.  Eld.  C.  Holderman,  of  Car- 
thage, Mo.,  gave  us  excellent  lessons.  Our  meet- 
ing was  a  pleasant  one.  A  number  of  members 
were  with  us  from  the  Shoal  Creek  church,  Mo.  It 
took  them  two  days  to  drive  the  distance  of  seven- 
ty miles. — Samuel  Weimer,  Wyman,  Ark.,  Oct.  27. 

Wakarusa,  Ind.— The  Brethren  of  the  Yellow 
Creek  congregation  held  a  very  enjoyable  love 
feast  Oct.  16.  Over  three  hundred  members  were 
present.  We  were  reminded  of  the  evening  of  the 
world,  when  Christ,  our  Elder  Brother,  will  gird 
himself  and   serve   us.—Irvin    S.    Burns,    Box    72, 

Oct.  22. 

South  English,  Iowa— Our  lovefeast  of  Oct.  23 
was  a  pleasant  one.  About  175  members  com- 
muned. The  weather  and  order  were  all  that  could 
be  desired.  Ministerial  aid  was  ample  and  the 
Word  was  richly  dealt  out  to  all.  Eld.  A.  Wolf  offi- 
ciated. He  preached  two  sermons  after  the  feast. 
A  collection  for  missionary  purposes  amounted 
to  S20. — 5.  F.  Brower,  Oct  26. 

Hudson,  111. — A  precious  season  was  realized  by 
the  little  church  during  the  love  feast  at  Hudson, 
111.,  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  24.  Fourteen  visiting 
members,  beside  our  home  membership,  were  com- 
fortably seated,  while  Bro.  John  Barnhart  admin- 
istered in  the  holy  ordinances  of  the  Lord's  house, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  Through  the  kind  provi- 
dence of  God  we  were  favored  with  pleasant  weath- 
ee,  and  the  light  of  the  moon  at  night.  This,  to- 
gether with  the  kind  friends  who  were  with  us, 
made  our  feast  one  of  the  most  pleasant  meetings 
of  the  season.— T.  D.  Lyon. 

Union  Church,  Ind.— Our  love  feast,  which  was 
held  upon  the  evening  of  Oct.  16,  was  largely  at- 
tended, and  was  one  of  unusual  interest  and  en- 
joyment. There  was  sufficient  ministerial  help 
present,  among  whom  were  brethren  Gorman  Heet-  | 
er.  Norman  Heeter  and  John  Sellers.  The  latter 
a  fficiated.  Our  Sunday  school  has  been  reorgan- 
" wed  Tor  the  winter  term,  with  Bro.  S.  F.  Henricks  as 
Superintendent  and  an  entire  new  corps  of  teach- 
ers. Our  series  of  meetings  will  begin  Nov.  20. 
God  bless  the  good  cause  here  and  elsewhere!  — 
Laura  Af pieman,  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Oct.  29. 

South  River  Church,  Iowa— Our  love  feast  oc- 
curred on  Fiiday,  Oct.  23,  at  2  P.  M.  Bro.  S.  M. 
Goughnour  opened  the  meeting  by  an  earnest 
talk.  At  4  P.  M.  we  again  assembled  for  examin- 
ation services.  In  the  evening  we  surrounded  the 
table  of  the  Lord  to  engage  in  the  ordinances  of 
God's  house.  Bro.  S.  M.  Goughnour  officiated. 
On  Saturday  evening  we  had  a  sermon  by  Bro.  J. 
Ma  this;  also  on  Sunday  at  11  o'clock.  This  closed 
our  meetings.  Although  few  in  number,  our  meet- 
ings were  impressive  and  we  believe  much  good 
was  done.— Etta  Archer,  Osceola,  Iowa,  Oct.  27. 

Black  River  Church,  Mich— Our  love  feast,  of 
Oct.  16,  will  be  remembered  by  many  that  were 
present,  as  a  feast  to  the  soul,  as  we  were  so  richly 
fed  from  the  Gospel  by  Bro.  John  Stafford,  of  La- 
porte,  Ind.,  and  Bro.  Isaac  Rairigh,  of  Ionia,  Mich. 
Bro.  Stafford  officiated.  Bro.  Rairigh  returned 
home  on  Monday.  Bro.  Stafford  remained,  con- 
tinuing the  meeting  until  the  next  Friday  evening. 
On  Saturday  morning,  Oct.  24,  Bro.  Stafford,  ac- 
companied by  eight  members,  attended  the  love 
feast  in  the  Pokagon  church,  Cass  Co.,  Mich. 
From  there  Bro.  Stafford  returned  home.— Sarah  E. 
Crall,  Oct  26. 

Sugar  Creek  Church,  Whitley  Co.,  Ind.— Oct.  3 
the  members  met  in  council  to  hear  the  yearly 
visit  report.  All,  with  a.  few  exceptions,  were  re- 
ported favorably.  Preparations  were  also  made  to 
hold  the  love  feast,  which  was  previously  appointed 
for  the  16th  of  the  month.  We  had  an  exceeding- 
ly large  crowd  at  the  Communion,  of  both  com- 
municants and  spectators.  Among  the  latter  were 
some  who  had  never  seen  the  Brethren  keep  the 
ordinances  of  the  house  of  God.  Nov.  14.  if  n0 
preventing  Providence,  Bro.  Miller  will  begin  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  at  this  place.— P.  G.  Yoder,  Tunk- 
er,  Ind.,  Oct,  24, 


Moscow,  Idaho.— I  write  in  behalf  of  sister  Cus- 
ter, who  is  seriously  afflicted,  and  lives  so  far  from 
the  church  that  she  seldom  hears  a  sermon 
preached  by  the  Brethren.  She  requested  me  to 
state  to  the  church  through  the  Messenger  that 
she  desires  the  prayers  of  all  the  faithful  in  her 
behalf.  Dear  members,  will  you  plead  in  her  be- 
half at  a  throne  of  grace?— Christina  Weimer,  Oct.  22. 
Landessville  Church,  Ind.— Oct.  15  we  held  our 
love  feast,  which  was  a  spiritual  feast  to  the  soul. 
The  order  was  commendable.  Visiting  ministers 
present  were  brethren  N.  W.  Crumrine,  J.  F.  Spitzer 
and  W.  L.  Hatchor.  Bro.  Crumrine  officiated. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  still  progressing.  The  Lord 
willing,  we  expect  Bro.  Daniel  Snell,  of  Sidney, 
Ind.,  to  be  with  us  in  a  series  of  meetings  some 
time  in  December. — D.  B.  Garbcr,  Hanfield,  Ind. 

Disappointed.— Seeing  in  the  Messenger  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  Communion  of  the  Lick  Creek 
church,  Washington  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  24,  six  of 
us  in  number  started  from  the  Harrison  County 
church  to  attend  that  Communion,  but  failed  to 
find  that  church.  It  being  in  an  adjoining  County, 
we  desire  to  know  something  of  it.  What  direc- 
tion and  how  far  from  Salem  is  it?  We  request 
some  member  of  that  church  to  write  us.— Carrie 
Myers,  T aconia,  Harrison  Co.,  Ind. 


Warrensburg,  Mo— Bro.  J.  M.  Mohler  began 
meetings  in  the  Warrensburg  church  Monday  even- 
ing, Oct.  5,  and  continued  until  Saturday,  the  24th. 
The  meetings  were  well  attended  and  eight  were 
received  by  baptism.  The  church  was  much  re- 
freshed, built  up  and  established.  The  meetings 
closed  with  a  love  feast.  There  was  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  meetings  should  continue,  but  an  en- 
gagement to  begin  meetings  in  the  Centerview  con- 
gregation, on  the  evening  of  Oct.  24,  prevented. 
Bro.  Mohler  will  close  in  Centerview,  in  time  to 
begin  meetings  at  Ladoga,  Ind.,  on  Nov.  7.  May 
the  Lord  prosper  the  work!—  Levi  Mohler. 

Sabetha,  Kans— We  closed  a  very  interesting 
series  of  meetings  in  the  above  church  last  Monday 
evening,  with  twelve  applicants  for  baptism,  and 
one  restored  to  fellowship,  who  had  wandered 
away  from  the  fold.  A  number  more  seemed  very 
near  the  kingdom,  but  we  were  compelled  to  close 
our  meetings  on  account  of  diphtheria.  My  time 
is  only  engaged  till  some  time  in  January.  If  there 
are  any  other  churches  that  would  desire  my  labor 
after  that  time,  I  will  be  glad  to  accommodate 
them,  if  the  Lord  will.  After  November,  sister 
Witmore  expects  to  go  with  me  and  help  in  the 
good  work.  —  Jacob  Witmore,  McPherson,  Kans., 
Oct.  29. 

Palestine  Church,  Ind.— The  members  of  the 
Palestine  church  met  in  council  Oct.  5.  The  visit- 
ing brethren  made  their  annual  report.  It  showed 
that  the  members  were  all  in  love  and  union.  Two 
sisters  were  received  into  the  church  by  confession 
and  baptism  after  the  meeting.  Our  Communion, 
Oct.  21,  was  a  very  enjoyable  meeting,  although 
there  was  only  one  minister,— Bro.  J.  D.  Rife,-pres- 
ent,  besides  our  home  ministers.  Bro.  Rife  gave 
us  two  good,  practical  talks  prior  to  the  Commun- 
ion at  the  Jewit  schoolhouse.  Bro.  Rife  officiated 
at  the  love  feast.  The  best  of  order  prevailed  at 
the  meeting.  Our  new  churchhouse  will  be  com- 
pleted by  Christmas.— M.  L.  Hahn,  Seafield,  Ind., 
Oct.  25. 

Centralia,  Wash— Bro.  Levi  Trostle,  of  Frank- 
lin Grove,  111.,  came  to  us  Oct.  21,  and  remained 
until  Oct.  26.  He  preached  six  soul-cheering  ser- 
mons, that  greatly  encouraged  us  all.  Bro.  Tros 
tie  is  the  first  visiting  minister  to  come  to  this 
mission  point.  May  the  Good  Father  send  more 
earnest  brethren  this  way,  to  help  us  plant  the 
banner  of  King  Immanuel  here  in  the  Far  West, 
where  the  harvest  is  so  great!  If  it  is  the  Lord's 
will,  we  shall  organize  a  church  at  this  place  in 
the  near  future.  All  members  in  Western  Wash- 
ington, who  desire  membership  with  God's  chil- 
dren at  this  place,  should  come  or  send  their 
church  letters  to  the  writer  at  this  place.— George 
C.  Carl,  Oct.  26. 


Rock  Run  Church,  Ind— Our  love  feast,  Oct.  22, 
was  well  attended,  there  being  about  280  commu- 
nicants at  the  tables,  and  a  number  that  could  not 
be  accommodated.  Bro.  J.  H.  Elson,  of  Corunna, 
Ind.,  officiated.  On  Saturday  evening  Bro.  J.  C. 
Murray,  of  Nappanee,  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  that  is  still  in  progress  at  present.  May 
the  prayers  of  the  faithful  arise  in  our  behalf,  for 
a  successful  meeting! — R.  W.  Davenport,  Goshen,  Ind. 

Ephrata,  Pa.— Our  love  feast  in  the  Mohler  meet- 
inghouse Oct.  21  and  22,  was  well  attended.  It 
seems  to  have  been  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Breth- 
ren L.  Mohler,  S.  R.  Zug,  Jacob  Hackman,  Reuben 
Grabill  and  others,  were  with  us.  We  also  had  an 
eleclion  for  a  deacon.  The  lot  fell  on  brethren 
B.  Johns  and  J.  R.  Ray,  who,  being  so  nearly  equal 
lumber  of  votes  received,  were  both  installed 
into  the  office.  Bro.  J.  Schlosser  was  advanced 
to  the  second  degree.  I  wish  them  God's  bless- 
ings.—Jacob  B.  Keller,  Oct.  23. 

Cerrogordo,  111.— I  have  now  spent  a  few  days 
with  the  church  and  good  people  of  this  place, 
and  this  only  prompts  me  to  say,  that  I  would  be 
glad  to  make  my  stay  longer  with  them,  but  my 
program  is  so  made  now,  that  I  must  move  toward 
Virginia  on  the  morrow.  My  first  stopping  place 
will  be  in  the  Bethel  church.  Saltpetre  Cave,  Va  , 
will  be  my  address  till  Nov.  14.  Then  I  go  to 
Daleville,  Botetourt  Co  ,  Va.,  where  I  will  be  for 
two  weeks  or  more.  I  will  likely  be  in  Roa- 
noke City  by  the  early  part  of  December.—/!, 
Hutchison,  Oct.  27. 


Ludlow  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  of  this 
church  held  their  love  feast  Oct.  13,  in  their  large 
churchhouse  at  Pittsburg.  Nearly  four  hundred 
members  communed.  The  number,  no  doubt, 
would  have  been  larger  had  it  not  been  for  threat- 
ening rain.  Towards  evening  the  clouds  disap- 
peared and  the  church  building,  which  has  a  seal- 
ing capacity  for  over  1,000  people,  was  too  small 
to  hold  the  number  present.  ISro.  David  Replogle, 
of  Rogersville,  Ind.,  officiated.  The  meeting  was 
greatly  enjoyed  throughout.  On  the  evening  of 
Sept.  20  Bro.  Derius  Overholtzer,  of  Covina,  Cal., 
and  who,  before  this  summer,  never  had  been  out 
of  the  State  of  California,  preached  to  a  large  au- 
dience in  our  Painter  Creek  house.— Levi  Minnich, 
Painter  Creek,  Ohio,  Oct.  25. 

Falling  Springs,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa— We  held  our 
lovefeast  at  the  Hade  house  Oct.  17  and  18.  It 
was  an  enjoyable  occasion.  The  weather  was  fine 
and  the  attendance  large.  The  large  house  was 
completely  filled  and  many  could  not  gain  admis- 
sion. The  best  of  order  prevailed  throughout  the 
entire  meeting.  Bro.  Jacob  Snider,  of  Waynes- 
boro, officiated.  On  Sunday  morning  we  were 
richly  fed  with  "  crumbs  from  the  Master's  table," 
as  they  fell  from  the  lips  of  his  servants,— breth- 
ren David  Winger  and  C.  L.  Pfoutz.  On  Sunday 
evening  quite  a  number  of  brethren  and  sisters  and 
neighbors  met  at  the  home  of  Bro.  Wm.  Talhelm, 
an  aged  deacon,  where  we  enjoyed  another  Com- 
munion, which  was  held  for  the  special  benefit  of 
sister  Talhelm,  who  is  an  invalid.—  W.  A.  Anthony, 
Clay  Hill,  Pa.,  Oct.  19. 

French  Broad  Church,  Tenn— This  church,  lo- 
cated in  Jefferson  County,  held  her  Communion 
Oct.  23.  We  had  a  week's  meeting  previous  to  the 
Communion,  with  a  most  attentive  and  orderly  con- 
gregation. No  ministering  brethren  being  with  us, 
the  writer  did  the  best  he  could.  We  hope  there 
was  some  good  accomplished.  Ten  letters  have 
been  granted  by  this  church  during  the  last  two 
months.  One  was  baptized.  Bro.  Joseph  Birchel 
requests  that  any  ministering  brethren,  passing 
near  Mississippi  County,  Ark.,  address  him  at 
Osceola,  Mississippi  Co.,  Ark.,  and  he  will  take 
care  of  them.  Brethren,  stop  with  them!  Bro. 
Birchel  and  wife  are  strong  in  the  faith.  You 
may  do  some  good.  I  was  called  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  Bro.  Birchel's  grandmother  to-day.  She 
was  over  eighty-five  years  of  age.  To-moirow,  the 
Lord  willing,  we  expect  to  start  to  District  Meet- 
ing.—^Jacob  Wine,  Oct,  26, 
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Sabetha,  Kans. — We  are  having  a 
series  of  interesting  meetings  at  pres 
ent.  Eld.  Jacob  Witmore,  of  Mc 
Pherson,  Kans.,  is  wielding  the  Sword 
of  the  Spirit  with  power.  At  th: 
writing  seven  have  been  received  by 
confession  and  baptism.  One  has 
been  reclaimed  and  one  is  await 
baptism.— R.  A.  Voder,  Oct.  23. 

Walnut  Creek  Church,  Mo.— Bro. 
George  Lentz,  of  Adrian,  Mo.,  com 
menced  a  series  of  meetings  here  Sept. 
18,  and  continued  until  Oct.  2,  preach- 
ing in  all  eighteen  sermons,  which 
were  very  plain  and  instructive.  On 
the  evening  of  Oct.  2,  we  held  our 
Communion  meeting.  We  had  a  very 
interesting  meeting.  One  young  sister 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  was 
baptized  and  one  reclaimed.  —  Kate 
Maxwell,  Oct.  22. 

Cottonwood  Church,  Kans. — This 
church  met  in  special  council  Oct.  17, 
to  make  the  necessary  preparations 
for  our  feast,  which  is  appointed  for 
Nov.  2.  Some  important  business 
came  before  the  meeting  for  disposal. 
At  this  meeting  one  was  received  by 
letter.  Immediately  after  adjourn- 
ment we  repaired  to  the  river-side,  to 
receive  one  more  precious  soul  by 
baptism  (a  dear  young  sister  who  has 
bodily  infirmity).  May  the  Lord  sus- 
tain and  comfort  her  in  her  afflictions! 
Bro.  C.  H.  Brown,  of  Navarre,  Kans., 
will  preach  the  dedicatory  sermon. 
This  service  will  be  held  Nov.  1,  and 
the  meetings  will  continue  for  about 
two  weeks  — /as.  A.  Stouder,  Dunlap, 
Ka?LS.,  Oct.  22. 

Walnut  Valley  Church,  Kans.— Our 
quarterly  and  preparatory  council  was 
held  Oct.  8.  The  church  was  well 
represented.  Our  elder,  Bro.  Michael 
Keller,  and  Bro.  Moses  Brubaker  were 
with  us.  They  gave  us  some  good 
admonitions.  Considerable  business 
came  before  the  meeting,  which  was 
disposed  of  according  to  Gospel  prin- 
ciples. Bro.  J.  J.  Filburn  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  second  degree  of  the 
ministry.  Our  love  feast  occurred  Oct. 
10.  About  seventy  members  sur- 
rounded the  tables  of  the  Lord.  On 
Sunday  morning,  at  11  o'clock,  Bro. 
Henry  Brubaker  preached  to  us.  Aft- 
er services  we  were  made  to  rejoice 
as  one  young  man  was  received  into 
the  church  by  baptism.  Oct.  14  a 
young  sister  was  received  by  baptism. 
— Ella  Brunnemcycr,  Heiser,  Kans. 

Cando  Church,  N.  D.— The  mem- 
bers of  this  congregation  met  in  coun- 
cil Oct.  17.  Considerable  work  came 
before  the  meeting  which  was  all  dis- 
posed of  pleasantly.  We  made  ar- 
rangements to  hold  our  love  feast 
Nov.   10,  becinning  at   3   P.    M.     Our 


Franklin  Grove,  111.— Oct.  n,  ] 
J.  G.  Royer  came  to  us  and  preached 
five  soul-cheering  sermons.  As  a  re- 
sult four  precious  souls  came  out  on 
the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized  on 
the  i6th,  a  few  hours  before  our  feast. 
The  feast  was  one,  we  believe,  long 
to  be  remembered  for  its  solemnity, 
and  the  general  brotherly  love  man- 
ifested. There  was  also  much  re- 
joicing in  the  hearts  of  all,  because  of 
those  who  were  added  to  our  number. 
— D.  B.  Senger,  Oct.  23. 

Des  Moines  Valley  Church,  Iowa. 
—One  was  baptized  in  the  City  of 
Des  Moines  Sept,  27.  Our  feast  was 
held  in  the  city  Oct.  3  and  4.  It  was 
well  attended  and  a  good  meeting. 
Our  meetings  at  the  other  house,  fif- 
teen miles  northeast  of  the  city,  com- 
menced on  the  night  of  Oct.  4.  Bro. 
Jos,  Holder,  of  Indiana,  did  the 
preaching.  One  was  baptized  during 
meetings  and,  we  believe,  more  are 
iting  the  cost.  Our  meetings 
ed  last  night. — S.  Bowser,  Anke?iy, 
Iowa,  Oct.  21. 


9.  "How  to  keep  the  Young  People  Em- 
ployed—Young People's  Meetings."  — W.  J. 
Swigart. 

10.  "  The  Holy  Spirit,"— John  Bennett. 

11.  "The  Importance  of  a  full  Attendance 
at  our  Church  Meetings,  and  how  to  Secure 
it."— A.  Spanogfe,  Abram  Myers. 

12.  "  How  can  we  conduct  our  Love  Feasts 
so  as  to  make  them  a  Greater  Source  of  Spir- 
itual  Life  and    Power?"— W.  S.    Long,  J, 


Mille 


churchhouse 


nearing     con 


pletion.  We  expect  to  hold  the  ded 
cation  services  Nov.  8.  The  house 
will  be  a  plain,  substantial  structure, 
thirty-six  by  fifty  feet,  with  a  kitchen 


fourteen  by  twenty  feet  (at  the 


Any  of  our  ministers  in  the  East,  con 
templating  a  visit  to  North  Dakota 
this  fall,  are  invited  to  be  with  u 
during  the  dedication  and  Commun 
ion.  Our  Sunday  schools  during  th. 
summer  were  well  attended.  There 
were  five  schools  in  our  congregation, 
all  conducted  by  the  Brethren.  Some 
of  them  closed  with  the  last  quarter 
while  others  continue  during  this 
quarter,— S,  W,  Burkftart,  Oct,  20, 


-^OUR  x  BOOK  x  TABLE  ■*- 

Daily  Devotion." 
Compiled  by  Sylvanus  Stall,  D.D.,  12010,  cloth, 
686  pp.,  $1.00.  New  York,  London,  and 
Toronto:  Funk  and  Wagnalls  Company, 

Any  one  who  has  felt  the  need  of  a  volume 
that  can  be  opened  at  any  point  with  the  as- 
surance of  finding  a  well-selected  passage  of 
Scripture,  suited  in  length  and  character  for 
devotional  reading,  or  for  use  at  family  wor- 
ship, will  greatly  appreciate  this  valuable 
and  helpful  book.  Omitting  such  historical, 
abstruse,  and  other  portions  of  Scripture  as 
are  suited  for  Bible  study,  but  were  not  in- 
tended for  devotional  reading,  the  choicest 
passages  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  are  ar- 
ranged in  365  consecutive  readings  of  about 
twenty-five  verses  each,  and  printed  in  clear 
type,  without  note  or  comment.  Difficult 
names  are  pronounced,  the  poetical  parts  are 
in  verse,  the  text  is  from  the  Authorized  Ver- 
sion printed  in  paragraphs  as  in  the  Revised 
Version,  and  the  Four  Gospels  are  arranged 
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ned  together,  lot  ri 


BARB-CLAPPER— At  the  home  of  the 
undersigned,  No.  1821  East  Tuscarawas  St., 
Canton,  Ohio,  Oct.  15,  1806,  Bro.  Joseph  Barb, 
of  Oakfield,  Ohio,  and  sister  Eliza  Clapper,  of 
Robertsville,  Ohio.  John  F.  Kahlhr. 


MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Eastern  District  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Mir 
isterial  Meeting  of  the  Eastern  District  t 
Pennsylvania,  to  be  held  at  Altoona,  Pa.,  No' 


inisterial  Meeting?" — J.  W. 
of  Christianity,"  —  H.  B. 
in  the  Se- 


1.  "  Why  a 
Wilt. 

2.  "  Evidem 
Brumbaugh. 

3.  "  What  should  be  the  Grot 
lection  of  our  Subjects  for  our 
James  R.  Lane  and  S.  G  Rupert. 

4.  "  What  should  be  the  Attitude  of  our 
Ministry  to  our  Educational  Institutions?  "— 
S.  J.  Swigart  and  David  Sell. 

5.  "  How  may  the  Ministers  of  the  Churches 
Aid  in  Securing  a  more  Liberal  Support  to 
the  Mission  Work  ? "—  L.  Maddock  and  G.  S. 

6.  "A  Discourse  to  the  Ministry,  including 
Earnestness,  Modesty,  Courtesy,  and  Ego- 
tism."—J.  B.  Fluke. 

7.  "  Promptness  as  a  Factoi 
Work."— J.  K.  Brown,  J. 

8.  "  Conversion— True  and   False."  — 
Sell  and  G,  W,  Brumbaugh, 


Church 


13.  "A  Discourse  to  the  Laity 
Government."— Jas.  A.  Sell. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  WORK. 

FRIDAY  FORENOON. 

1.  "Singing  in  the  Sunday   School." — Wi 
Beery,  M.  P.  Brumbaugh. 

2.  "  Prayer  in  the  Sunday  School."  —  Ros 
S.  Myers,  David  Stayer. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON. 

3.  "  The  Sunday  School  as  a  Means  of  D 
pling." — C.  L.  Buck,  Harry  Spanogle. 

4.  "  Have  Married  and  Aged  People  a  Place 
the  Sunday  School?  ' — John  Bashore,  Wm. 

Spidle,  H.  H.  Hitchings. 

"  Sunday  School  Finances."— J.  S.  Harsh- 
barger,  J.  K.  Brown. 

"The  Minister's  Relation  to  the  Sunday 
School."— W.  S.  Long,  M.  Sell. 

FRIDAY  EVENING. 

7.  "  How  to  Make  the  Sunday  School  Teach- 
ng  Force  more  Efficient."— W.  C.  Hanawalt, 

Jacob  Ritchey. 

8.  "  The  Ideal  Sunday  School."— Frederick 
Dively,  D.  C.  Reber. 

9.  "The  Sunday  School  as  a  Means  of  Evan- 
gelizing."-C.  C.Ellis. 

Note.— All  are  invited  to  come  at  the  be- 
ginning and  remain  to  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing.   Come  prepared  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 


dren   born   unto    tbe: 
the  father   and  mother 
Three  children  remain.    S 
ren  from  2  Tim.  4:  6,  7,  8. 


.  •  •  FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 

hich  die  in  the  Lord." 

ROWLAND.— Near   Peabody,  Kans.,  Oct. 

1,    1896,   Earl,  only    son  of    Harvey  L.  and 

Sarah  M.   Rowland,  and  grandchild  of  Isaac 

Mary     Wise,    aged   nearly    eight    years. 

The  cause  of  death  was   a  virulent    form   of 

diphtheria.  S.  Z.  Sharp. 

KOSER— At  York,  Pa.,  Oct.  17,  1896,  sister 
Margaret  Koser,  aged  78  years,  6  months  and 
1  days.     Eor  many  years  the  deceased  was  a 
ember  of  the   church.     She  was  buried   in 
,e  Biglerville   Cemetery   on    Monday    after- 
)on.     Funeral  services  by  the  undersigned. 
J.  A.  Long, 
DURHAM,— Near  Oakley,  111.,  Oct.  io,  iSg6, 
of  diphtheria  and   scarlet   fever,  Erma    Bell, 
of  friend  Otha  and  Anna  Dur- 
ham, aged  3  years  and  3  months.     Short  ser- 
ices  at  the  grave  by  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure. 

D.  J.  Blickenstaff. 

HECKMAN.— In  the  Oakley  church,  III., 
)ct.  20,  1896,  of  membranous  croup.  Pearl  Eth- 
1,  little  daughter  of  Bro.  Samuel  A.  and  sister 
Etta  Heckman,  aged  3  years,  4  months  and 
20  days.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro. 
M.  J.  McClure.  D.  J.  Blickenstaff. 

TEGHTMEYER.  — In  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  Ohio,  Oct.  19,  1896,  Anna  Teghtmeyer, 
aged  70  years,  11  months  and  20  days.     She 

s  united  in  marriage  to  Philip  Holler,  Feb. 
1848.    To  this  union  were  born  six  children, 

our  sons  and  two  daughters.  Father  and 
John  Alfred  have  preceded  her  to  the  spirit 
world.  Sister  Anna  espoused  the  faith  of  the 
Brethren  church  and  was  baptized  in  1855. 
She  lived  a  faithful  member  until  her  death. 
Funeral  preached  by  Bro.  John  Wright. 
-  P.  G.YODER. 

WISE.— In  the  Sugar  Creek  church,  Whit- 
ley Co.,  Ind.,  Sept.  30,  1896,  of  old  age, 
Catherine  Royer,  aged  78  years,  ir  months 
and  13  days.  She  was  united  in  marriage 
to  John  Wise,  in  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio,  in 
1838.  To  this  union  were  born  nine  children,— 
seven  daughters  and  two  sons.  Five  of  them 
have  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  Sister 
and  brother  Wise  joined  the  Brethren  church 
in  1840  and  lived  faithful  members  till  the 
present.  They  moved  to  Whitley  County  in 
1853,  and  were  the  only  pioneer  family  un- 
broken in  this  part  of  the  County.  Funeral 
preached  by  Eld.  Kreider  and  R.  B.  Bollinger. 
P.  G.  Yoder. 
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TRAXLER.-In  the  Oklw^Trn^Tp^ 
Co.,  111.,  Oct.  13,  1896,  David  Jerome  Traxr 
son  of  Bro.  Frank  and  sister  Alice  Traxle'' 
aged  3  years,  1  month  and  25  days.  Fune/i 
services  by  the  writer,  John  Arnold. 

GILBERT.-In  the  bounds  of  the  Wolf 
Creek  church,  Montgomery,  Ohio,  Sept 
1896,  Bro.  Solomon  Gilbert,  aged  78  years  °e 
months  and  15  days.  He  was  born  near  Mv 
ersville,  Frederick  Co.,  Maryland,  April  i< 
1818.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  a  bo 
of  four  years  of  age.  He  was  the  youn/ 
est  of  twenty-one  children,  all  of  whom  have 
preceded  him  to  the  world  of  spirits.  His 
only  gift  from  his  father  was  the  old  family 
Bible,  which  he  appreciated  very  much,  and 
in  after-years  made  his  daily  counselor.  The 
old  Bible  was  brought  to  the  church  and  used 
upon  the  funeral  occasion.  He  was  married 
to  Sarah  Slifer  in  1841,  with  whom  he  lived 
nearly  fifty-five  years.  They  united  with  the 
Brethren  church  in  1842.  Bro.  Gilbert  often 
expressed  his  desire  to  change  worlds  at,  or 
near,  the  time  of  his  wife's  death.  His  wish  ap- 
pears to  have  been  granted,  as  just  one  week  to 
the  day,  after  sister  Gilbert  was  called  home 
he,  too,  was  summoned.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
four  have  preceded 
the  spirit  world, 
ices  by  the  Breth- 
D.  M.  Garver. 

FORTNER.-In  the  Lick  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Clay  Co.,  Ind.,  Oct.  1,  1896,  sister  Helen 
Fortner,  aged  86  years,  10  months  and  7  days. 
She  was  born  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  Nov.  23, 
1809.  She  moved  to  Harrison  Co.,  Ind.,  with 
her  parents  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  Her 
parents  soon  both  died,  leaving  her  an  or- 
phan. She  was  taken  by  friends  to  Wabash 
County,  Ind.,  where,  when  seventeen  years 
of  age,  she  married  Jacob  Wheeler.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  children.  Mr.  Wheeler 
died  in  1863.  She  married  Samuel  D.  Fort- 
ner in  1864.  To  this  union  was  born  one 
daughter.  She  leaves  five  children  and  a 
kind  husband.  She  united  with  the  Brethren 
church  in  1881,  and  lived  a  consistent  member 
1  death.  Funeral  services  at  her  home 
by  Bro.  J.  E.  Frederick  and  the  writer  from 
Rev.  14:  13-  J.  C.  MlTCHEL. 

FIKE.— In  Eglon,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  16,  i806, 
Lela  Edith  Fike,  aged  2  years,  6  months  and 
19  days.  Deceased  was  the  daughter  of  Bro, 
Samuel  K.  and  sister  Emma  Fike.  Funeral 
text,  Luke  23:  28,  by  Bro.  I.  W.  Abernatby, 
at  Maple  Spring.  Disease,  membranous 
croup.  Rachel  Weimer. 

SELL.— Near  Lamersville,  Blair  Co.,  Pa., 
Sept.  7,  1896,  of  diphtheria,  Barbara  Gertrude, 
daughter  of  Bro.  Simon  and  sister  Mary  Sell, 
7  years,  5  months  and  24  days.  On  ac- 
of  the  whole  family  being  afflicted  with 
lme  disease,  the  funeral  proper  was  not 
held  until  Sunday,  Oct.  11,  when  Bro.  J.  B. 
Miller  improved  the  occasion  from  the  words, 
'  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me,"  etc. 
D,  S.  Replogle. 

SNIDER.— In  the  Covington,  church,  Ohio, 
Dct.  16,  1896,  Bro.  Noah  Snider,  aged  62  years, 
1  months  and  23  days.  Deceased  was  born 
n  Perry  County,  Ohio,  July  23,  1834.  He 
;ame  to  the  Covington  church  in  1876,  He 
jerved  well  and  faithfully  in  the  deacon's 
)ffice,  while  with  us.  Bro.  Snider  came  to 
:he  church  in  early  life.  His  Christian  life 
vas  one  of  daily  service.  Funeral  service 
it  the  Sugar  Grove  church  by  Eld.  D.  D. 
Wine  and  the  writer.  Gsorge  Mohler. 

ROHRER.— In  the  Arnold's  Grove  congre- 
gation, Carroll  Co.,  III.,  Oct.  6,  1896,  Bro. 
Abraham  N.  Rohrer,  aged  85  years,  9  months 

id  15  days.    Thus,  one  by  one,  the  old  posts 

re  falling.     Funeral  occasion  improved  from 

Cor.  15:  49.  W.  H.  Eisenbise. 

ISINBARGER.— In     the     Salem     church, 
hio,  Oct.  12,  1896,   Bro.   Horace  Isinbarger 
aged  37   years,  6   months  and  28  days.      He 
leaves  a  wife  and  two  children.     He  was  bap- 
ed  but  three  days  before  his  death,    Funer- 
services  at  Georgetown  by  Geo.  Waitman 
and  the  writer.  Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh. 

HART.— In  the  Allison  Prairie  congregation, 
iwrence  Co.,  III.,  July  30,  1896,  Ruth,  daugh- 
r  of  Bro.  A.  J.  and  sister  M.  J.  Hart,  aged  9 
years,  5  months  and  5   days,    On  account  of 
tion  in  the  family  at  the  time,  her 
funeral   was    deferred    until    Sunday,  Sept.  6, 
there  were   appropriate  services,    Dis- 
course by  Bro.  S.  W.  Garber. 

Nina  R,  Garber. 
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SWIGERT.— Near  Lewistown,  Pa.,  Oct.  10, 
,So6  Bro.  John,  son  of  Bro.  Samuel  J.  and 
T'r  Elizabeth  Swigert,  aged  23  years,  I 
month  and  1  day.    Bro.  John  was  an  exem- 

,arv    young     man    oi    exceptionally     bright 
■ntellect  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
1  Sarah  Spanogle. 


STEWARD.— In  the  Ga 


rison, 


Iowa,  Oct. 


sumption. 


on  church,  Gar- 
r  Mary  Steward, 
47  years,  9  months  and  16  days.    The 
(uneral  was  preached  by    Bro.  C.  Game: 
Grundy  Center,  Iowa,  from  Rev.  13:  14, 
Kings  20:   I,  in  the  Brethren's  meetinghi 
"n  the  village  of    Garrison,      Sister  Steward 
has  suffered  a  good  many  years    with   con- 
leaves  an  invalid   husband, 
„i  children.  Rachel  Christy. 

BOLINGER.  —  At  his  home  at  Severy, 
Kans.,  Oct.  15, 1896,  after  three  months'  illness 
with  consumption  of  bowels,  Bro.  Charles  S. 
Bolinger,  aged  26  years  and  7  days.  As  his 
end  drew  near  he  seemed  to  rejoice  to  know 
that  life's  sorrows  and  pains  would  soon   be 

over.  M.  S.  BOLINGER. 

BEARD. — At  her  home,  near  Lacona,  War- 
ren Co.,  Iowa,  Oct.  16,  1896,  sister  Elzinah 
Beard,  aged  66  years,  10  months  and  5  days. 
Sister  Beard's  maiden  name  was  Shupe.  She 
was  born  in  Allen  County,  Ohio,  Dec.  II, 
1820,  and  was  married  to  Enoch  Brower,  Nov. 
with  three 


A  California  Pointer. 


You  are  not  asked  to  buy  tickets  over  the 

convinced  that  It  is  a  better  line  than   any 

Convincing  facts  (.■hoorfiilly  furnished  by  ad- 
dressing Geo.  C.  Chambers,  Passenger  Agent, 


,,  111. 


He 


1*47. 


Aug, 


No  other  road  owns  Its   o 
trucks  and   runs  Pullman  palace  and  tour 

sleep i> rri  (.hilly  nil  tin-  way  between  Chicago  n 
Los  Angeles, 


combination  Hint  ouylit  to  ph'i 
And  still  another:  Our  line 
dred  miles  the  shortest    and   i 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  w ell-il lustra- 
ed;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
ixplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a   poem   of  the   Infinite,' 
says  a  noted  author.     It  is  true  and  we  are  glac 

Brotherhood  has    men   wl 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  ou 
stars    on    the     firmament    of    truth. 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James 

Quintcr's  life  wiihmu:  iVclnu;  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25.  To 
Special     terms    to     agents. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 

weekly, — published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
en  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
ecognized    cuurch    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week' 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  ai 


Addn 


;  this  office. 
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children.  Bro.  Brower  died  in  1855, 
13,  1857,  sister  Elzinah  was  married 
Nathan  Miller.  To  them  were  bo 
children.  Bro.  Miller  died  May  1 
Sept.  2,  1886  she  was  married  to  Eld.  J 
Beard,  who  fell  asleep  Oct.  23,  1889.  With 
her  first  husband  she  united  with  the  Breth 
ren  church  and  remained  steadfast  in  the 
taith  until  her  death.  Three  children  have 
preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  All  of  them 
departed  in  the  triumph  of  a  living  faith, 
leaving  an  excellent  reputation.  Funeral  ser- 
vices were  held  at  her  late  residence  from  Job 
5:  26,  27  by  the  writer.  W.  W.  Folgeb. 

ZELLERS.— At  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  Oct.  21, 
1896,  sister  Mary  Zeilers  (nee  Long),  aged  74 
years,  8  months  and  29  days.  Sister  Zeilers 
was.-one  of  those  "  mothers  in  Israel,"  whose 
nifldience  for  good  is  far-reaching,  and  whose 
death  is  a  great  loss  not  only  to  her  immedi- 
ate family  but  the  community  as  well.  She 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Md.,  where 
she  married  Bro.  Daniel  Zeilers,  March  30, 
1843.  They  came  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  in  the 
fall  of  1844.  Their  union  was  blest  with  four 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing except  two  daughters  who  died  in  child- 
hood. Sister  Zeilers  united  with  the  Breth- 
ren church  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and 
was  ever  faithful  to  her  Christian  profession. 
Funeral  services  at  the  Silver  Creek  meeting- 
house by  Eld.  D.  E.  Price,  assisted  by  Eld.  J. 
C  Lahman.  *  *  * 
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*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 

I,  South  Beatrice  church,  Kane. 

It),  at  2  P.  M.,  Bethany,  Boon  Co.,  Ind 

12,  at  10  A.  M.,  Locust  Grove  church, 

k  Co.,  Md. 

14,  at  2  P.  M.,  English  Prairie  cliurcl 

14,  "Waynesvllle,  Mo. 

U,  at  4  P.  M„  Salamonie  church,  Hu 


.ul.h, 


Lllll'l,    . 


3  reader  of  the  MBBSENGBR  should  be  withoub 

tro,  McCnnn  hos  had  the  klndnuss  to  dedlcnto 
s  excellent  book  to  the  Home  Mission  Fund  of 
3  Brethren  In  Baltimore,  Md.    The  object  of  this 


1   good   cloth,    and    will 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  5ong  Book. 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac. 

ly  should  have  this  Almanac;  co 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  t 
s  to  energetic  agents, 


-Every  fam- 


Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Single  subscription, 


lit.  Morris.  Ogle  Co.,  111. 


s.atJ  P.  M„  College  Chapel,  Mt.  Mo 
*.  Glendale  church,  Maricopa  Co.,  J! 
i,  Thornapple  church ,  Mich. 


Rates  pei  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

°""»=o,„„c „*> 

0»««0Mh(4,|m„) ,30 

Ihree  months  (13  times) 1  20 

SI*  months  (j6  times) 100 

Use  year  (Sj  times) 70 

l^"No  Cuts  or  other  electro'sinserted  unless  mounted 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchait 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md, 


...HOLMAIM'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type, 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
JS'eus  Christ,  *  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
6  I'saac  begat  Ja'cQb ;  and  ^  Ja'cpb 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  0  Ju'das  begat  Pha'rea  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ''Pha'rSs 


under  gold  edge,  si: 
and  is  probably  the  n 
ble  Bible  for  the  prii 
market.     It   is  our 


$4.00. 


o  call  for  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Address,  BRTOWS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mt.  Morris,  III 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


Single  i 


:riptloi 


.■5c 


Sunday    School  Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 

Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 


-edge,  perdoaei 


i  Boo ica,  e 


,  plotortal  obart  of  each  lesion, 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  s 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleast 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 

1402  Four  Designs,  very  fine,  flowered  bor- 
1815  Four  Designs,  very  fine  gilt  edge,  size 

scape  and  Flowers,  size  4x7, .  .  .  25  C 

1296  Eniboaned  Flowers,  size  izfl 26  c 

1297  EmiiOBsed   Landscape   and    Flowers, 

1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  alze8x6^, .  .  .  .16c 

:293  Birds  and  Landscape,  slze3J^x6}i, .  .  .12  c 
1291  Fine  Soenery,  size  3^x6)4, 10* 

000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Beautlfnl  Cards,  60  De- 
signs,  Mc 

825>i  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2xi%  .  .  .  Wc 


Borlptnre  Text  Tiokets,  red  or  Dine, .  .  .Aioenn. 

Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  « 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

When  ordering  cards  be  sore  to  give  num- 
ber add  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Moist  Morris,  111, 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text, 

{7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  bad 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  {4)  It  will  fumish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,     o 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -CD- 
Bound  in  morocco, 


sent  prepaid 
the  work, 


-        -        $400 
-      4  5o 
co,       -        -        -        -  5  00 

price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
any  part  of  the  United  States, 
.gents  desiring 
Address: 


for 
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LOVE  FEASTS. 

,  HtBP.  M.,  Mannlleld  house,  Blue  Kidgc 
nt  L';  )»>  I'.  M,,  Lob  Angeles  church,  Eusl 
,  nt  .':  BO  I'.  Mi,  Kldgely  congregation,  Caro> 


WHY  NOT? 


Why  not  lnvestlgat 
to  farmers  and  atoek- 

You  are  not  going  among  strangers  In  o 
strange  land  by  a  trip  to  North  Dakota.  Then 
aro  now  six  toon  Hettlomonta  of  Brethren  along 
tho  Uroat  Northern  Hallway  In  thu  Red  RlVOI 
Valley,  Devil's  Lake  district  and  Turtle  Mouu- 
tain  country  of  that  Stato. 

Thoro  is  still  FREE  GUVEKNMENT  LAND  to 
bo  taken  up,  near  whore  Brethren  with  church 
privileges  aro  located;  100  acres  cost  only  JH.OO 
in  fees  at  tho  United  States  Land  Ofllco.  There 
are  also  chances  (o  buy  improved  farms   on   the 

Go  and  investigate  the  country,  talk  with  the 

your  own,  pick  out  a  location  to  suit  yourself. 
Hundreds  of  Krethreu  have  already  satlsllod 
themselves  as  to  the  excellent  climate  and  the 
f.rlllllv  of  the  soil.  Go  and  see  them  and  satis- 
fy yourself  that  the  country  Is  all  right.  Why 
rent  land  In  Iho  East  when  you  can  get  a  free 
farm  In  North  Dakota? 
Tho   Great  Northern  Railway  batt  no  land  for 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 


FARMING 


Lands 


1  Industrial  A  cent, 


Line." 

Address,  T.  I.  HURT).  Ltiud  a 

"Soo"  Ruilwiiy,  Mi.\M-:.U'iiL,l^,  Minui-sota 
Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  Immigration  Acent, 

DETROIT,  Michigan 

RANK  SWICKARD.Tn.T.  Immigration  Agent, 
NORTH  MAMIILSl  til.  Imlma-i 


ugh  i 


where  land  can  be  bought 
your  locnl    railway   agent   : 


2LM  S,  Clark  f 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,  111. 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


Special  for  November  and  December 


■rone  of  my  Gents'  S.1  7.'.  wuwhi^, 
1th  It,  free  of  charge,  either  a  One 
chain  or  a  good  stout  white  met- 
-e  to  namo  your  preference.  This 
uber  only. 


.■k.l  < 


e,  open  face,  solid 
After  a  thorough  trial,  If 
can  hardly  afford 


l6ff  riSC  cata,0Mes<:ribinp 


ft        wholesale 

prices. 
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|:i 

tsloff  givln, 
oous    Books 

M          Remem 
Mk     ren'eS.S 

&5n7l 

ubltshBreth 

lers  and  singtag  t 

s'iKr,!""" 

We 

■ell  good  Fa 

ally  Bibles  cheap 

Writ 

us  a  card. 

Addreai:  GEN'L  MISS.  Be  TRACT 

COM., 

lit, 

'Jon  1.,  111. 

Timbered  Lands  inw^r 

Ppdipio     I    trifle    in  Minnesota  and 
T  I  dll  It)     bdllUO      North  Dakota. 

Many  LfindB  for  snlo  f.n   tho  CHOP   PATMENT 
rLAN.-"On  tho  Soo  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

On  tioTerumonl  Lnml-  In  Wolls.  1'irrco,  Hpnsnn,  McLean, 
ury.  Wnr.l   010I..1L01  CoUolivB  in  North  Dakota. 

L.KJNITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 
Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  '[.J 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
There 

Colonics  c 

Line." 

BRETHREN 


DO   YOU   ^ 

TO  YOU  WANT  to  live  near 

competing  railroads? 
DO  YOU  WANT  a  free 

Government  Hoiuestad? 
DO  YOU  WANT  to  purchase  land 

on  the  Crop  Payment  Planl 

You  Can  Do  So 

You  Can  Buy  a  Faim 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

At  $3  to  .ft.;  iter  Acre, 
On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  In  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent  Interest. 


N,OUR  ILLUSTRATED  LAND  PRIMERS 
Thoy  contain  valuiibli.'.tuti  relinbk-  information!  '  "^ 
HALF  FARE^  forHomeseekereand 

nMi_r  rnnta   c  ^,„_.     nd  HALF 


SEND  YOUR  NAME! 


Victor  Remedies  I 


IE   CURING  THO 


Send  Your  Name  and  Address 

and  we  will  send  you  n  copy  of  tho  Great  Fred 
kuick  Almanac  FREE. 

Op-  If  we  have   no  Agent  near  you,   tell  us 

Don't  Delay  I     Send  Now  I 

VICTOR  REMEDIES  CO. 

Frederick,  Met,  U.  S.  A. 


1897 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  en- 
larged and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fam- 
ily. Send  ten  cents  for  a  copy,  or,  better 
yet,  send  $l.r>0  for  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger from  now  to  the  end  of  1897,  and  receive 
the  Almanac 


FREE. 


E^-We  also  offer  liberal  inducements  to 
jents  who  are  prepared  to  push  the  sale  of 
the  Almanac.    Write  us! 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


Y    PUBLIC   SCHOOLS  In  Wells  nnd  Fostei 

.OIHISHINC  COLONY  OF  GERMAN  BAP 

ISTS    at    Can  injilon,    N.    link.,   who   have  1. 
uniiHxllous   churehhimsc,   tf  oil  en  ted   free   of 

QOOD  DRINKING  WATER,  free  from  alii 

a  depth  of  18  to  30  feet. 
LACK  LOAM  SOIL,  with  clay  subsoil. 
[.ATFORMS,  for  loading  grain  from  wago 

ears,  located  between  stations. 
ATIVE  LIGNITE  COAL,  $2.00  toJS.BOper 

Cnrrlngton,  New  Roekford  and  otlier  r 

RAILROAD  COMP 


1  I "  1  ■  1  j    J-  "■  n  <  ■  ■■!    in    Hit-   colony,    will    btr   fin 

C.  W.    MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R'yCo 
ST.  PAUL,    MINN. 
.  PHIPPS, 

Northern  Pacific  R'y  Co, 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


'  and    is  sold   nt-^riv    Om  ■>><''/    <in<i/>rr    that 

■e   rendered    usek^  hv  n,.:  .o;tr  ;;  very  inict  cirtL-r 
:    inductiinjtit'i    to    .iftal;    whii    cm    work    ttirriiury 

:,  W.  A.  DjLKI-V. '  K.::i.-|.  M  !.: '.n't  ,_.'', "|  u.i".'"'  "  '"X-.nV 


WINTER  IK  COMING! 


rds  singing  In  January.  You 
are  expense  than  in  the  Nortl 
1  for  particulars  to  Froitdai 


Brethren  Who  Are  Preparing 

to  Move  to  the  Dos  Polos 

Colony  of  California. 


:iu>  of  them  really  have  enough  L 
ow  It.  If  you  or  they  will  write  to 
It  them  and  figure  with  them  closelj 
ke  It  easier  for  them  to  start  homes 
f  than  is  possible  anywhere  elsi 


B.  31ARKS, 

Chicago,  III. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
i  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
,  sition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  §1.25;  to 
ministers,  Si. 00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents, 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  1 
liable  Commentary  have  now  been  1 
duced  to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,       -         S4.00 


Address:  Brethren's  Publishinc 
Mt.  Mo 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  ' 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  *«  , 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  rnaL.e 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self. 
measurement  are  so  s.mple  any  one  Can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas. 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  "WARSAW,  IND. 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


icros  of  choice  agricultural  lands  in 
Morrison  Counties,  Minn.,  tribute 
ation  on  the  Great  Northern  R.R, 
s  located  only  <J5  miles  from  Mlnne- 


iese  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  tlm 
r-red  with  a  splendid  growth  of  white 
maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  Interspers 
e  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  th- 


e  price  drawing  inti 
only.    The  lands  are  especially  adaptei 
e  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  large  < 


vegetables 
best  quality.  The  markets 
proximity  to  Minneapolis 
Wpst  Superior, 


[y  7!$  toiUM'iits  v-i-  huifi(/re 


■of Brethren  have  already  1 
.  They  have  a  Sunday  scln 
1  attendance  of  +i,  and  a  chu 


B  for  land  buyers 


1  exceed  si.'j.uioi 


■ivs  or  more.  For  further  information  about 
B  lands  and  excursions,  write  or  call  on  Tneo. 
>ch,  176  E,  Third  St.,  St.  Paul,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
Exclusive  Brethren's  Agont, 
".01  corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  11i>'». 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 


Monon  Route  and  C.  If.  &  D. 

■lonon  has  put  on  a  fast  flyer  for  Indl 
2  train  leaves  Chicago,  Dearborn  Stfl 

!C 

i  and  flfty-flve 
This  is  the  fastest  time  made  between  ubx 
and  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  by  anj  UW 
'Cincinnati  Flyer  "is  equipped  with  .■!■»?"» 
■oaches,  the  Monon  celehrntcd  hlrdi-lna*"1 
,  parlor  car  and  dining-car.  City  TioKBT 
ck,  '£¥1  Clark  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


If  you  get  an  Almanac,  be  sure  to  get  a  go"" 
ne.    The  Brethren's  Almanac  has  all  the 

ssentials  of  a  first-class  Almanac. 


£18  SI?      TO  ALL  READERS 

rnCC  THE  MESSENGER. 

I  win  be  pleased  to  mail  » .£«  ".S 
treatment  of  the  famous  Persian  i"  ff 
to  every  reader  of  the  Messenger,  W» 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  ana 
remedy  for  Chronic  Cat.r.J.  "  *'[. 
Liver  and  Stomach  Trouble  and  ru'Lfi,  00. 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


for  only  ■»■"£ 
,s  nothing  »■» 

^m«  to  readers  of  *u 
Messenger  on  application.    Addreao 

DR.  E.  I.  WORST,  Ashland,  onm. 

Solo  Ag.ot  fo,  tho  Uoit«4  SUM* 


afflicted  people 


'he  Gospel  Messenger. 


"  SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL."— Phil. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  November  14,  1896. 


No.  46. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

FctlUhsd  Weekly,  at  SI. CO  per  Annum,  fcy 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 
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t¥.fe  SUNDAY  SCHOOL.— 


Brethren,  in  the  use  of  trine  immersion,  are  by  no 
means  to  be  classed  with  the  minority.  Numbers 
are  overwhelmingly  on  their  side. 


The  first  snow  this  season,  for  Northern  Illinois, 
came  the  middle  of  last  week.  On  Thursday 
morning  our  people  were  just  a  little  surprised  to 
find  the  ground  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth  of 
eight  inches.  We  often  read  of  the  "beautiful 
snow,"  and  it  is  beautiful  to  the  eye,  but  it  means 
intense  suffering  to  those  having  only  a  scanty  sup- 
ply of  food  and  clothing,  and  no  sufficient  shelter 
where  they  can  enjoy  even  the  ordinary  comforts  of 
life.  Snow,  however,  is  the  emblem  of  purity,  and 
it  will  prove  a  blessing  to  the  world  if  we  can  so  re- 
late ourselves  to  the  grace  of  God  as  to  become  "  as 
white  as  snow." 


^-EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY^ 

Centhal  India  is  said  to  be  threatened  by  a  dis- 
tressing famine  that  may  result  in  the  death  of 
thousands.  The  lack  of  rain  has  caused  a  failure  irr 
the  wheat  crop  and  other  grains,  and  the  people 
hive  but  little  on  which  to  subsist.  Grain  is  being 
imported  from  other  countries,  especially  from  Cal- 
ifornia, and  in  this  way  it  is  thought  that  the  ca- 
lamity can  be  partly  remedied.  Famine  and  pesti- 
lence will  come,  and  thousands  may  die  for  the 
want  of  food  and  care,  but  if  they  should  have  been 
sufficiently  supplied  with  the  bread  and  water  of 
life,  it  may  be  theirs  to  be  lifted  from  the  famine- 
stricken  districts  of  earth,  to  the  evergreen  fields 
of  Paradise,  where  want  and  suffering  will  be  un- 
known.   

At  this  time  there  are  supposed  to  be  over  477,- 
000,000  professed  Christians  in  the  world.  Of  these 
about  114,000,000  are  on  the  side  of  trine  immer- 
sion, and  9,000,000  favor  single  immersion.  The 
number  practicing  trine  sprinkling  and  pouring  is 
estimated  at  325,000,000,  while  those  who  use  the 
single  action,  when  performing  the  rite  by  asper- 
sion, may  be  placed  at  29,000,000,  Or  to  sum  up 
'he  matter,  439,000,000  hold  to  the  trine  action  in 
baptism,  while  38,000,000  endorse  the  single  action. 
If  numbers  should  have  anything  to  do  with  deter- 
mining the  meaning  of  the  baptismal  formula,  or 
'he  primitive  practice,  it  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
evidence  is  wholly  on  the  side  of  the  threefold 
action.  The  figures  show  that  there  are  about 
twelve  persons  who  hold  to  the  trine  action,  to 
where  there  is  one  in  favor  of  the  single  action. 
The  most  of  those  who  favor  the  single  action 
probably  live  in  America,  while  the  greater  portion 
of  those  who  use  the  trine  action  reside  in  the  Old 
World.    We  present  these  figures  to  show  that  the 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  some  one 
sent  us,  for  publication,  an  article,  which  affirmed 
that  the  world  would  come  to  an  end  Nov.  5,  1896. 
We  wrote  that  date  on  the  large  blotter  on  our 
desk,  dropped  the  communication  into  the  waste- 
basket  and  went  on  about  our  business.  We  do  not 
know  just  when  Jesus  is  to  come  to  take  the  affairs 
of  this  world  in  hand,  but  when*  he  does  come,  we 
would  just  as  soon  he  would  find  us  here  at  our 
desk,  hard  at  work,  as  any  place  else.  We  think  it 
should  be  the  aim  of  every  man  and  woman  to  get 
ready  to  meet  Jesus,  when  he  comes  to  the  earth  in 
the  clouds  of  heaven,  accompanied  by  the  holy  an- 
gels, and  then  they  will  be  prepared  for  the  great 
event.  Our  advice  to  our  readers  is,  to  get  ready 
for  the  judgment,  then  go  on  about  their  business 
with  a  clear  conscience,  and  when  the  Master 
comes  to  gather  up  his  jewels,  he  will  be  able  to 
find  all  his  faithful  and  trusting  children.  Nov.  5 
is  now  past,  and  Jesus  has  not  yet  made  his  second 
appearance,  but  he  is  sure  to  come,  and  that  at  an 
hour  when  we  will  not  be  expecting  him.  So  let 
us  get  ready,  and  keep  ready,  for  of  the  day  and 
hour  of  his  coming  knoweth  no  man. 


A  leading  physician,  of  Washington,  gives  good 
reasons  for  utterly  refusing  to  give  verbal  prescrip- 
tions where  even  very  simple  remedies  are  deemed 
sufficient.  He  says:  "Some  days  ago  a  storekeep- 
er called  at  my  office  to  show  me  a  sore  foot.  As 
he  had  never  had  a  sore  foot  before  he  thought  it 
something  serious.  I  explained  to  him  that  it  was 
simply  a  chafe,  caused  by  the  exceedingly  hot 
weather,  and  all  that  he  needed  was  to  apply  a  lit- 
tle vaseline  to  it  twice  a  day.  In  a  few  minutes 
more  I  was  in  the  neighboring  drug-store  using  the 
telephone.  Imagine  my  surprise  when  I  heard 
him  ask  the  druggist  for  a  small  quantity  of  gaso- 
line. I  turned  to  him  and  asked  him  what  he  in- 
tended to  do  with  the  gasoline,  for  somehow  I  had 
noticed  that  his  mind  was  pre-occupied  when  I 
prescribed  for  him,  and  that  he  paid  but  little  atten- 
tion to  what  I  said.  He  answered  that  he  was  go- 
ing to  use  it  on  his  foot,  as  I  had  advised  him. 
That  decided  me  to  establish  a  rule,  of  which  I  had 
been  thinking  for  some  time,  not  to  prescribe  any- 
thing, however  simple,  without  writing  it  out;  it 
will  cost  a  little  more,  but  will  pay  in  the  end. 
Had  he  put  the  gasoline  on  his  foot,  it  would  near- 
ly have  diiven  him  crazy,  and  he  would  have 
blamed  me  and  not  his  own  non-attention."  Now 
if  the  minister  could  but  bear  in  mind,  that  during 
the  preaching  service,  the  thoughts  of  the  congre- 
gation are  often  pre-occupied,  he  would  probably 
be  a  little  more  careful  about  prescribing  the  Gos- 
pel remedies  for  sin.  While  we  commend  the 
physician  for  carefulness  in  that  which  pertains  to 
the  body,  let  us  be  equally  guarded  respecting  the 
duties  that  relate  to  the  soul. 


Some  days  before  this  issue  reaches  our  patrons, 
it  will  be  known  that  William  McKinley  is  to  be 
the  next  President  of  this  republic.  The  campaign 
was  an  exciting  one,  but  it  is  now  over,  and  we 
hope  to  see  everything  settle  down,  and  the  people 
go  on  about  their  business.  The  Lord  only  knows 
what  kind  of  a  President  Mr.  McKinley  will  make, 
but  it  is  our  duty  to  pray  for  him,  as  well  as  for  all 
other  rulers  of  the  land,  trusting  that  the  affairs  of 
this  great  nation  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  give  se 
curity  to  those  who  desire  to  worship  God  to  th( 
best  of  their  understanding,  and  encourage  every 
thing  that  tends  to  improve  humanity,  and  give 
prosperity  to  the  country.  Mr.  McKinley  and  his 
wife  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  are  said  to  be  very  zealous  in  their  faith.  Mrs. 
McKinley  is  an  invalid,  but  a  lady  of  rare  woman- 
ly qualities,  and  it  is  likely  that  her  presence  in  the 
White  House  will  have  a  very  salutary  influence 
for  good.  We  are  told  to  obey  the  rulers  of  our 
land,  and  this  we  should  do  so  long  as  they  require 
of  us  nothing  contrary  to  the  demands  of  the  Gos- 
pel. Then  we  should  also  rejoice  that  we  are  per- 
mitted to  live  in  this  nation  of  unparalleled  freedom, 
where  we  can  worship  the  God  of  heaven  without 
being  molested  by  any  one.  It  may  be  a  grand 
privilege  to  rule  over  such  a  country,  but  it  is  a 
grander  privilege  to  be  a  citizen  of  such  a  country 
and  enjoy  the  liberty  of  conscience  and  the  bless- 
ings of  heaven, 


In  the  fifth  century  there  arose,  in  the  East,  a 
body  of  Christian  people  known  as  Nestorians. 
They  could  not  accept  the  Catholic  dogma  of  call- 
ing Mary  the  "  Mother  of  God."  Their  leader, 
Nestorius,  was  expelled  and  finally  exiled  to 
Thebes,  Africa.  After  wandering  from  one  place 
to  another,  in  Africa,  in  order  to  escape  his  perse- 
cutors, he  died,  no  one  seems  to  know  just  where. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  learning,  rare  eloquence, 
and  wonderful  zeal,  but  lacked  discretion  as  well  as 
Christian  charity.  His  followers  became  very 
numerous,  and  settled  mainly  in  Egypt,  Syria,  Ara- 
bia, India,  Tartaria,  and  even  in  China.  At  times 
they  have  been  a  powerful  body  of  people.  About 
the  year  781  A.  D.  they  built  a  temple  in  Sigan, 
China.  Near  this  temple  is  still  standing  a  beauti- 
ful font,  supposed  to  have  been  the  baptismal  font 
in  which  they  did  their  baptizing  over  eleven  hun- 
dred years  ago.  Pillars  of  the  old  temple  are  also 
standing  in  good  repair.  One  can  hardly  realize 
that  here  is  a  place  in  China  where  a  Christian  peo- 
ple, long  centuries  ago,  met  to  sing  their  religious 
songs,  listen  to  eloquent  sermons,  and  worship 
God  in  peace  and  prosperity.  But  those  happy 
years  have  gone,  the  worshipers  have  died,  and 
only  ruins  remain  to  mark  the  place  where  once  ex- 
isted a  strong  body  of  Christians  in  what  is  now  re- 
garded as  a  heathen  land.  In  their  early  history 
the  Nestorians  retained,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
true  form  of  Christianity.  Like  all  other  influen- 
tial bodies  of  Christians  in  that  age,  they  practiced 
trine  immersion.  They  also  endeavored  to  keep 
the  ordinances  and  otherwise  worship  God  in  spirit 
and  truth.  But  they  seem  to  have  greatly  de- 
creased in  numbers  and  piety.  Only  about  70,000 
of  them  can  now  be  found,  and  most  of  these  reside 
in  the  mountains  of  Persia,  where  they  have  been 
visited  and  assisted  by  the  missionaries  from  our 
own  country. 
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CO-WORKERS. 


SlU'll   , 


is  task  to  do  I 
Skies  to  paint  with  brush  of  blue. 
Worlds  to  hang  their  depths  amii 
Wheel  and  orbits  swift  to  bid; 
Sun  to  make  for  planet  dear, 
Snow  and  leaf  from  year  to  year; 
Fields  to  kiss  to  fruitage  rare, 
Lakes  to  smooth  for  mirrors  fair. 
Greater  far  than  deeds  in  stone,' 
Sea,  or  air  with  star-blooms  sown, 
Is  the  work  in  human  souls, 
Which  one  Artisan  controls; 
Seeds  of  love  and  truth  to  sow, 
Hearts  to  watch  that  they  may  gr< 
Arrowed  words  to  strike  at  sin, 
Gilded  vice  to  virtue  win. 
Such  a  marvelous  work,  mcseems 
Were  desire  of  angels'  dreams; 
Yet  our  God  has  made  decree 
That  His  helpers  we  should  be; 
In  the  busy  ranks  to  stand, 


He 


rthe 


;  Hi- 


Sweetening  days  fur  those  who  toil, 
Guarding  innocence  from  soil. 
O,  such  privilege  divlnel 
That  our  hands  may  intertwine 
God's  strong  hand,  and  labor  so 
For  the  glad  millennium's  glow! 
Keep  us,  Father,  stanch  and  true, 
Faith  in  Thy  sure  Word  renew; 
In  Thy  smile  we  fear  no  storm. 
In  Thy  name  our  deeds  perform. 

—A/inline  Holif  Rtcry. 


SAVING  FAITH. -WHAT  IT  IS. 

BY  GEO.  L.  9TUDEBAKEB. 

It  is  important  that  we  examine  this  subject 
carefully  and  prayerfully.  While  it  is  essential 
that  we  have  faith,  it  is  very  essential  that  we  have 

sari'ii)  faith,  ^ 

FAITH  DEFINED; 

"  Now  faith  is  the  Bitbstauce  of  things  hoped  for, 
the  evidence  of  things  not  Been."  Heb.  11:  1. 
This  means  confidence  in  respect  to  things  hoped 
for,  hence,  it  begets  within  us  a  desire  to  employ 
the  means  to  obtain  the  things  hoped  for.  "Evi- 
dence of  things  not  seen."  A  firm  belief  of  things 
not  seen.  "  Through  fnith  we  understand  that  the 
worlds  were  framed  by  the  word  of  God."  By  faith 
we  look  for  "a  city  whose  maker  and  builder  is 
God." 

NECESSITY  OF  FAITH. 

Christ  would  have  all  nations  taught.  "  Go  ye 
therefore  and  teach  all  nations."  Matt.  28:  19. 
"  If  thou  belicvest  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  may- 
est."  Acta  8:  37.  When  the  Philippian  jailer  came 
to  Paul  and  Silas,  trembling,  to  know  what  he 
should  do  to  be  saved,  they  told  him  to  "believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  Ehalt  be  saved." 
Acts  16:  31. 

"But  without  faith  it  iB  impossible  to  please  him: 
for  he  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is, 
nnd  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently 
seek  him."  Heb.  11:6.  Strong  and  abiding  con- 
fidence in  God  should  bring  ub  to  him.  We  should 
come  in  faith. 

HOW  OBTAINED. 

"  How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they 
have  not  heard?  and  how  shall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?"  Rom.  10:  14.  Paul  again  says,  "It 
pleased  God  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching  to  save 
them  that  believe."  1  Cor.  I:  21.  "  So  then,  faith 
cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of 
God."  Bom.  10:  17.  To  get  this  saving  faith  the 
Word  of  God  should  be  preached  and  believed. 
"  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach 
the  gospel  of  peace."  Our  Savior  commissioned  his 
disciples  to  go  and  preach  Mb  Gospel. 

Paul  charged  Timothy  to  "preach  the  word." 
2  Tim.  4:  2.  Through  the  preached  Gospel  we  ob- 
tain faith.  In  our  preaching  we  should  not  lose 
sight  of  the  Gospel,  for  faith  comes  "  by  the  word  of 
God." 


JESUS  THE  AUTHOB. 

"Looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of 
our  faith."  Heb.  12:  2.  For  saving  faith  we  must 
"look  unto  Jesus."  Our  Savior  asked  the  question 
upon  a  certain  occasion:  "When  the  Son  of  man 
cometh,  shall  he  find  faith  on  the  earth?"  Evident- 
ly he  will  find  faith  on  the  earth.  But  will  he  find 
saving  faith?  In  the  original  we  have  the  definite 
article  the  before  faith.  "  But  the  Son  of  man  com- 
ing indeed  will  he  find  the  faith  on  the  earth?"— 
Wilson's  Emphatic  Diaglott.  This  translation 
agrees  with  other  Scriptures.  When  Paul  wrote 
his  Second  Epistle  to  Timothy,  exhorting  him  to 
faithfulness,  .and  then  closed  by  saying,  "I  have 
fought  a  good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  course,  I 
have  kept  the  faith,"  2  Tim.  4:  7,  Paul  had  not  kept 
a  faith,  but  the  (saving)  faith.  He  looked  to  Jesus, 
and  commends  the  same  to  us.  "  Be  ye  followers  of 
me,  even  as  I  also  am  of  Christ."  1  Cor.  11:  1 
Jude  says  we  should  "earnestly  contend  for  the 
faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints," — 
the  faith  of  which  Jesus  is  the  author.  Why  need 
we  contend  for  this  faith?  Because  there  are  those 
who  contend  against  it. 

DEAD  AND  LIVINC,  FAITH. 

Dead  faith.  "Even  so  faith,  if  it  hath  not  works, 
is  dead,  being  alone."  James  2:  17.  Faith  without 
works  is  not  saving  faith,  became  it  is  a  dead  faith, 
and  a  dead  faith  will  save  no  one. 

Living  faith.  "Shew  me  thy  faith  without  thy 
works,  and  I  will  shew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works." 
James  2:  18.  From  this  we  are  clearly  taught  that 
faith,  ace  »tnpanied  by  works,  is  the  living  faith,  and 
living  faith  is  the  saviDg  faith.  Thero  is  a  preva- 
lent idea  in  the  religious  world  to-day,  that  it 
makes  no  difference  what  a  man's  faith  is,  so  he  is 
siucere  in  that.  Would  sincere  faith  in  that  which 
is  wrong  be  saving  faith?  Paul  says  we  are  not 
crowned  "except  we"  strive  lawfully."  2  Tim.  2:  5. 
When  Saul  was  sent  to  slay  the  Amalekites,  he  was 
couimauded  to  "utterly  destroy  all  they  have,  and 
spare  them  not."  1  Sam.  15:  3.  "But  Saul  and  the 
people  spared  Agag,  and  the  best  of  the  sheep,  and 
of  the  oxen,  and  of  the  fatlings  and  the  lambs." 
Verse  9.  The  purpose  for  which  he  made  this  re- 
serve was  good:  "To  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord,  thy 
God,  in  Gilgal."  No  doubt  he  was  sincere  in  his 
work  of  faith.  When  met  by  the  prophet,  Samuel, 
he  said,  "I  have  |)erformed  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord."  But  because  of  his  disobedience  he  was 
rejected  as  king  of  Israel.  God  sent  his  Son  into 
this  world  to  save  us.  He  has  given  us  the  plan  of 
salvation.  His  law  is  called  a  "  perfect  law."  We 
are  counseled  to  neither  take  from  nor  add  to. 
Kev.  22:  18,  19.  Our  implicit  confidence  in  God 
should  prompt  us  to  a  strict  obedience  to  his  Word. 
Through  obedience  our  faith  is  made  a  living  or 
saving  faith.  "  Blessed  are  they  that  do  his  com- 
mandments, that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into  the 
city."    Eev.  22:  14. 


REPENTANCE. 


BY  I. 


H.  BEAHM. 


"Teach  me  to  feel  another's  woe, 

Teach  me  my  faults  to  see; 
That  mercy,  I  to  others  show, 

That  mercy  show  to  me." 
The  Bible  doctrine  of  repentance  is  fundamental, 
and  characterizes  the  preaching  of  Holy  Ghost  men. 
From  infancy  John  the  Baptist  was  "filled  with  the 
Holy  Ghost."  Luke  1:  15.  He  came  "saying,  Re- 
pent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand." 
Matt.  3:  2.  He  came  "preaching  the  baptism  of 
repentance  for  the  remission  of  sins."  Luke  3:  3. 
Jesus  "saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a 
dove,  and  lighting  upon  him."  Matt.  3:  16.  "Je- 
sus began  to  preach  and  to  say,  Repent,  for  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand."  Matt.  4: 17.  Of 
the  early  preachers  it  is  said,  "They  were  all  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost."  Acts  2:  4.  Then  Peter 
preached,  "  Repent  and  be  baptized."    Acts  2:  38. 

The  primary  stress  laid  upon  repentance  by  these 
three  great  epoch-marking  preachers  is  an  emphatic 


proclamation  of  its  importance,  its 
even  further,  repentance  is  absolute, 
yea,  it  i 


m  order  to 


Jesus  says,  "  Ex, 


cePt  ye 


repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  periBh."    Luke  la'q 
"And  that  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  sh  7 
be  preached  in  his  name,  among  all  nations  be 
ning  at  Jerusalem."     Luke  24:  47.     "  But  now  cor!" 
mandeth  all  men  everywhere  to  repent:  because  h 
hath  appointed  a  day,  in  the  which  he  will  \„a 
the  world."     Acts  17:  30,  31.  8e 

Repentance  is  a  Gospel  duty  because  the  GobdbI 
enjoins  it.  Repentance  is  a  Gospel  privilege  he 
cause  it  is  a  means  of  acceptance  with  God.  "Tl, 
Lord  is  nigh  unto  them  that  are  of  a  broken  hear!- 
and  saveth  such  as  be  of  a  contrite  spirit."  Pa.  34-io' 
Various  definitions  of  repentance  have  been  of 
fered.  Among  them  are  the  following:  "Quit  yonr 
meanness."  "  Don't  do  so  any  more."  "  Gather  nn 
all  your  sins,  put  them  on  a  pile,  then  walk  off  and 
leave  them."  "  A  change  of  heart."  "A  change  of 
life." 

The  publican's  prayer,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me 
a  sinner,"  Luke  18:  13,  evinces  consciousness  of  ein. 
When  the  prodigal  son  "came  to  himself,"  he  had  a 
consciousness  of  unworthiness.  He  forsook  sin;  he 
confessed  sin.  Zaccheus  "made  haste  and  came 
down,"  ami  was  willing  to  rectify  his  wrongs.  "If 
I  have  taken  anything  from  any  man  by  fake  ac- 
cusation, I  restore  him  fourfold."  Lnke  19:  8.  He 
likewise  had  the  spirit  of  helping  the  needy.  He  is 
an  example  of  a  rich  man's  repentance. 

Faith  gives  one  a  look  at  God  as  he  shines  forth 
in  his  Word;  also,  a  conscious  grasping  of  his  good- 
ness, love,  justice,  mercy,  wisdom,  power, — the  basis 
of  repentance.  "  The  goodness  of  God  leadeth  thee 
to  repentance."  Rom.  2:  4.  Repentance  gives  one  a 
look  at  himBelf  as  God  sees  him, — a  sinful,  lost  child. 
Repentance,  the  product  of  a  "godly  sorrow,"  iBa 
consciousness  of  guilt,  unworthiness,  condemna- 
tion,— a  complete  submission,  an  absolute  surrender 
to  God  and  to  the  sovereignty  of  his  Word.  In  a 
discriminate  sense,  repentance,  like  faith,  is  site- 
fruits  of  repentance  are  manifested  by  forsakiig 
sin,  by  confessing  sin,  by  making  restitution  for  sin 
when  possible,  by  following  Jesus. 

Repentance  is  the  workable  condition  of  human 
clay,  the  moldable  condition  of  the  soul,  the  person- 
ification of  humility.  The  prodigal  said,  "Make 
me,"  that  is,  "You  made  me  once,  but  I  ruined  the 
work, — make  me  again."  The  motto  of  repentance 
is:  "Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done."  Impenitence 
says,  "The  other  man  is  guilty;"  "The  woman 
whom  thou  gavest;"  "The  serpent  beguiled  me." 
Penitence  says,  "J  have  sinned,"  "i"  am  guilty." 
Impenitence  is  the  first  Adam,  who  was  never  a 
child,  never  little  and  lowly;  hence  proud,  high- 
minded,  unbending,  disobedient;  therefore  "away 
with  him!"  "Crucify  him!  crucify  him!"  Peni- 
tence is  the  second  Adam  incarnate,  the  babe  of  the 
manger.  He  was  "made  sin  for  us."  "He  died 
the  just  for  the  unjust."  "I  am  meek  and  lowly." 
He  "became  obedient  uuto  death,  even  the  death  of 
the  cross.  Wherefore  God  hath  also  highly  exalted 
him,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every 
name."    Philpp.  2:  8,  9. 

Repentance  is  central  in  the  conversion  process. 
It  is  the  heart  of  Christian  conversion.  And,  faith- 
like,  it  is  a  constant  factor  through  life  in  produc- 
ing the  well-rounded-up  Christian  character. 

Faith  toward  God  is  the  loftiest  intellection  of  the 
soul.  Repentance  toward  God  is  the  loftiest  emo- 
tion of  the  soul.  Through  the  operations  of  the 
Word  and  Holy  Spirit,  faith  is  a  conscious  intellec- 
tion, by  which  one  lets  go  of  sin  and  lays  hold  of 
God.  Repentance  is  a  conscious  emotion  by  which 
one  hates  sin  and  loves  God.  Baptism  is  a  con- 
scious volition  by  which  one  puts  off  the  guilt  of; 
sin  and  puts  on  the  righteousness  of  the  Gospel.  I* 
is,  therefore,  seen  that  repentance  is  a  central  stage 
in  the  process  of  becoming  a  child  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  of  remaining  so,  for  "if  we  confess  onr 
sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just  to  .".forgive  us  our  sins, 
and  to  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteousness." 
John  1:9. 
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^CONDITIONS  OF  PARDON.-WHAT  ARE  THEY? 

BY  A.  W.  YANIMAN. 

To  err  is  human,  but  no  error  is  so  disastrous  in 
'ts  effects  as  an  inability  or  an  unwillingness  to  tee 
'  e'6  errors  or  sins.  Neither  God  nor  man  can 
h"lp  uiin  who  persists  in  a  wrong  course  from  either 
cause  mentioned.  So  we  would  say  that  one  of  the 
grBt  conditions  of  pardon  is, 

A  CONVICTION  OF  SIN. 

Upon  the  Day  of  Pentecost  the  great  result  of  the 
eermon  preached,  was  to  have  the  people  realize  the 
wrong  they  had  committed  in  crucifying  the  Sayior. 
When  they  saw  their  wrong,  there  was  a  possibility 
of  doing  something  for  them,  but  those  Jews  who 
would  not  see  that  they  had  committed  any  wrong, 
for  them  nothing  could  be  done. 

Following  a  proper  consciousness  of  sin  will  come 

A  CONFESSION  01?  SIN. 

We  find  that  the  people  went  out  to  John,  and 
were  baptized  of  him  in  Jordan,  confessing  their 
Bius.  Matt.  3:  6.  A  similar  state  of  affairs  oc- 
curred at  Ephesus.  "  And  many  that  believed  came 
and  confessed  and  Bhowed  their  deeds."  Acts  19: 
18  "If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful  and  just 
to  forgive  us  our  sins."     1  John  1:  9. 

To  whom  shall  we  confess?  (1)  To  God,  as  just 
noticed.  (2)  To  one  another.  "Confess  your  faults 
one  to  another."  James  5:  16.  See  also  Luke  17: 
3  4.  This  is  especially  true  of  cases  where  we  have 
wronged  others,  or  where  our  sins  are  public.  No 
course  can  one  pursue  that  will  give  him  the  confi- 
dence of  others,  equal  to  a  hearty  confession  in  such 
a  case.  The  necessity  for  a  public  confession  of  sins, 
known  only  to  God  and  the  individual,  when  fully 
repented  of,  and  confessed  to  God,  is  questionable. 

The  next  step  in  the  matter  is 

REPENTANCE. 

Many  persons  are  conscious  of  sin,  and  are  not 
averse  to  acknowledging  that  they  are  leading  a  sin- 
)  fal  life,  but  they  do  not  feel  any  sorrow  for  the 
*iu,  noUVmr  flr>  *V>»y  leavn  nff  dinning 
step  in  repentance  is  a  sorrow  for  sin.  "I  rejoice 
that  ye  sorrowed  to  repentance."  2  Cor.  7:  9. 
"For  godly  sorrow  worketh  repeutauce."  2  Cor. 
7:  10.  This  sorrow  may  be  actuated  by  fear,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  criminal  who  is  Borry  for  his  sins, 
only  because  they  have  brought  him  to  his  punish- 
ment. Observation  has  taught  us  that,  what  is 
known  as  death-bed  repentance  is  very  likely  to  be  of 
that  character,  and  no  one  should  put  off  the  day  of 
salvation  until  death  frightens  him  into  repentance. 
While  the  element  of  fear  of  punishment  cannot  be 
entirely  eliminated  from  our  feelings,  the  true  sor- 
row for  sin  is  largely  composed  of  the  fear  of  dis- 
pleasing a  Loving  Father,  and  of  the  degrading 
effects  of  sin,  which  prevent  the  soul  from  being  in 
a  condition  to  enjoy  the  purity  and  happiness  of  the 
heavenly  state. 

The  second  step  in  repentance  is  a  change  in  the 
life.  "Bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance." 
Matt.  3:  8.  "They  should  repent  and  turn  to  God, 
and  do  works  meet  for  repentance."  Acts  26:  20. 
Without  this  change  in  the  life  and  character  there 
is  no  true  repentance. 

All  that  has  been  referred  to  above  is  dependent 
upon  that  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  Chris- 
tian life  and  work.  It  is  a  belief  in  God,  the  Fa- 
ther, and  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,— the  Savior  of  man- 
kind. To  recognize  sin  in  one's  self,  frankly  confess 
it,  and  thoroughly  repent  of  the  same  requires  this 

FAITH 

which  may  be  defined  as  a  belief  in  God,  coupled 
with  that  full  trust  and  confidence,  which  will  cause 
complete  submission  to  his  will. 

At  the  point  now  reached  many  stop,  claiming 
that  all  the  conditions  of  pardon  are  complied  with 
But  the  apostles  did  not  so  understand  it.  Acti 
2:  38  says,  "  Eepent  and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission 
°f  sins."  John's  baptism  had  a  relation  to  the  re- 
mission of  sins.     See  Mark  1:  4;  Luke  3:  3.    A  man 


cause  caseB  sometimes  arise  where  it  is  impossible 
for  persons  to  be  baptized.  To  this  the  reply  was 
made  that  the  same  might  be  said  of  faith,  which 
Christian  people  consider  absolutely  essential,  be- 
cause there  are  many  persons  in  the  world  who 
never  heard  of  Christ,  hence  could  have  no  faith 
in  him.  It  is  very  unsafe  ground  to  occupy,  when 
we  conclude  that  auy  command  of  God  is  not  essen- 
tial to  him'who  know6  and  has  the  opportunity  to 
obey  the  same.  God  alone  con  deal  with  those  who 
have  not  these  privileges. 

a'.fohoiving'spiiut 
is  another  very  important  condition  of  pardon.     See 
Matt.  6:  14,^15  and  also  18:  23-35. 
Moitndridge,  Kans. 


SCRIPTURAL  BAPTISM,    WHAT  IT  IS. 

BY  H.  C.  EABLY. 

That  Scriptural  baptism  is  the  immersion  of  a  pen- 
itent believer  in  Christ,  in  (into)  the  name  of  the  Fa- 
ther, and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.appears, 

1.  From  the  meaniDg  of  the  word  "  baptize,"  the 
word  by  which  the  rite  is  named. 

2.  From  the  figures  employed  by  inspired  writers 
to  symbolize  it. 

3.  From  the  Bible  circumstances  that  attended  it 
in  primitive  times. 

1.  The  word  "  baptize,"  in  its  primary  and  ordi- 
nary meaning,  according  to  all  authority,  both  Bap- 
tist and  Pedobaptist,  means  to  dip,  to  plunge,  etc. 
On  thiB  point  there  iB  remarkable  agreement.  Prof. 
MoBes  Stuart,  for  many  yearB  the  chief  glory  of  the 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  says,  "  Bapto  and 
bapiizo  mean  to  dip,  plunge,  or  immerse  into  any- 
thing liquid.  All  lexicographers  and  critics  of  any 
note  are  agreed  in  this."— "  Modes  of  Baptism," 
page  li.  Prof.  Stuart  gives  positive  testimony  on 
two  points,— the  meaning  of  "the  word  and  the 
agreement  of  lexicographers  and  critics  of  any  note. 
Such  testimony  must  have  weight.  Thus  authority 
might  be  continued  at  any  length. 

We  must  all  regret  that  the  word  bapiizo  was 
simply  transferred  and  anglicized  in  our  version  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  not  translated.  If  it  had 
been  translated  the  contention  at  this  point  of  the 
subject  would  have  been  avoided,  for  in  the  forty 
translations  of  this  word  into  the  different  lan- 
guages, from  the  second  to  the  nineteenth  century, 
it  was  in  every  case  (except  several  in  which  it  was 
translated  "cross")  translated  "dip,"  or  a  word  its 
equivalent,  not  once  "sprinkle"  or  "pour,"  or 
words  their  equivalent.— ChrysiaVs  "Modes  of  Bap- 
tism" page  55. 

True,  baptize  is  a  generic  word,  but  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  generic  words  become  specific  words 
when  applied  to  one  thing.  However  many  mean- 
ings a  word  may  have,  when  applied  to  so  many 
things,  it  is  certain  that  a  word  can  have  but  one 
meaning  when  applied  to  but  one  thing.  "Bap- 
tize," therefore,  cannot  mean  a  triplet  of  things  in 
its  application  to  water  baptism. 

Now,  let  us  experiment  a  little  with  the  rule  of 
substitution  to  find  the  intended  meaning.  The 
proper  definition  of  a  word  may  be  substituted  in 
the  text  for  the  word  itself,  and  it  will  make  sense 
and  give  the  proper  meaning.  This  rule  is  of  much 
importance  in  the  interpretation  of  this  subject. 
Try  Matt.  3:  6,  "Baptized  of  John  in  Jordan." 
"Poured  of  John  in  Jordan."  "Sprinkled  of  John 
in  Jordan,"  "Immersed  of  John  in  Jordan." 
Eom.  6:4.  "Buried  with  him  by  baptism."  "Bur- 
ied with  him  by  sprinkling."  "  Buried  with  him  by 
pouring."  "Buried  with  him  by  immersion."  Con- 
tinue this  till  you  are  fully  satisfied.  "Baptized 
with  water"  (Mark  1:8)  may  be  rendered,  "Im- 
mersed with  water."  It  is,  however,  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Bevised  Version  marginal  reading 
has  it  "  or  in  water,"  and  other  translations  give  it 
straight  out,  "in  water"  and  "in  the  Holy  Ghost," 
which  gives  the  correct  meaning.  In  most  caseB 
"sprinkle"  and  "pour"  not  only  destroy  the  sense, 
but  make  it  ridiculous,  while  "immerse"  fits  every 
where  the  word  is  used  metaphor- 


;.,  —     .,  ,      j'j       *    „„„,»     tl.e  cases  where    be  worn  is  useu  uieiupuui- 

">  my  presence,  a  short  time  ago,  said  he  did  not    case-tbe  cases  wnere 

think  baptism  essential  to  salvation  or  pardon,  be- 1  ieally  not  excepted.    So  it  is  clear  that 


"  baptize "  means  immersion,  and  nothing  else,  in 
its  application  to  water  baptism.  On  this  rule  of 
interpretation  the  educated  world  is  united. 

2.  "Born  of  water,"  John  3:  5,  "washed  with 
pure  water,"  Heb.  10:  22,  "washing  of  regenera- 
tion," Tit.  3:  5,  "Buried  with  him  by  baptism," 
Eom.  6:  4;  Col.  2:  12,  "Flouted  together  in  the  like- 
uess  of  his  death,"  Kom.  6:  5,  are  New  Testament 
symbols  of  baptism.  To  symbolize  a  thing  is  to  use 
something  in  comparison  with  it,  to  represent  it. 
To  employ  0  symbol,  therefore,  that  bears  no  like- 
ness to  the  thing  intended  to  be  symbolized  is  a 
violation  of  all  accepted  rules  of  authorship. 

Now,  then,  here  nre  these  four  figures, — "birth," 
"washing,"  "burial,"  "planting," — in  comparison 
with  New. Testament  baptism,  to  represent  it,  as  a 
sign  of  it.  Are  these  figures  like,  or  a  sign  of, 
"sprinkling"  or  "pouring"?  Are  they  a  sign  of 
immersion,  like  immersion?  These  figures  are  the 
Bible's  dictionary  of  the  subject  in  hand. 

3.  In  the  days  of  Christ  nud  the  apostles,  when 
baptiBm  was  administered,  it  was  done  in  the  water, 
and  where  there  was  much  water.  John  baptized  in 
Jordan.  Matt.  3:  6.  "Jesus,  when  he  was  bap- 
tized, went  up  Btraightway  ont  of  the  water."  Matt. 
3:  16.  "They  went  down  into  the  water,  both  Phil- 
ip and  the  eunuch;  and  he  baptized  him."  Acts 
8:  38.  "John  was  baptizing  in  Mnon  near  to 
Salim,  because  there  was  much  water  there."  John 
3:  23.  It  may  be  said  also  that  he  baptized  in  Jor- 
dan for  the  same  reason.  These  cases  show  that 
Christ  and  the  apostles  taught  a  baptism  that  re- 
quired much  water  and  going  into  it.  "Sprinkling" 
and  "pouring"  require  neither.  But  immersion 
does  require  both.  For  this  reason  the  jailer  and 
his  house  could  not  be  baptized  in  his  house;  but 
were  taken,  at  the  hour  of  night,  where  there  was 
water.  Acts  16:  33,  34.  So  it  is  safe  to  conclude 
that  a  baptism  that  can  be  performed  out  of  the  water 
and  without  much  water,  is  not  the  original  baptism. 
That  Scriptural  baptism  is  a  threefold  immersion 
appears,  (1)  from  the  grammatical  construction  of 
the  command  to  baptize;  (2)  from  the  threefold 
manifestation  of  the  Godhead;  (3)  from  the  three 
distinct  offices  in  the  Godhead. 

1.  The  commission  (Matt.  28:  19)  is  the  supreme 
authority  for  baptism,  and  is  the  accepted  baptismal 
formula  of  all  Christian  denominations  except  a 
very  few.  It  reads,  "  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  (into)  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Observe  that  baptism  is  to  be  administered  into  the 
definite  or  particular  name  ("the  name")  of  each 
definite  or  particular  person  of  the  Godhead,  1.  e., 
"  into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  into  the  Dame  of 
the  Son,  and  into  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  It 
is  easy  to  see  how  three  actions  are  necessary  fo 
baptize  into  three  different  names  of  three  different 
persons,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  easy  to  see  that 
this  is  impossible  with  one  action. 

2.  As  there  is  a  threefold  manifestation  of  the 
Godhead  (Gen.  1:  26;  Matt.  3:  16;  28:19;  2  Cor. 
13:  14;  1  John  5:  7)  and  in  the  union  of  these 
there  is  the  one  God;  bo  in  baptism  there  are  Uree 
immersions,  and  in  the  union  of  these  there  is  the 
"  one  baptism."  Eph.  4:  5.  Just  as  we  believe  in 
the  Father,  and  in  the  Sod,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost, 
so  in  the  union  of  these,  we  have  the  "  one  faith." 
The  same  interpretation  that  makes  these  three  be- 
liefs "one  faith,"  makes  the  three  immersions  "one 
baptism,"  and  the  three  personal  manifestations  the 
"one  Lord."     Trinity  in  unity  and  unity  in  trinity. 

3.  As  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghoet  each  stand 
in  a  different  official  relation  to  man,  in  bis  salva- 
tion, and  as  man  needs  the  ministrations  of  each,  he 
is  baptized  into  the  Father,  and  into  the  Son,  and 
into  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  Father  is  the  supreme, 
eternal  Head  and  Law-maker,  1  Cor.  11:  3;  John 
14:  24;  the  Son,  the  Lawgiver,  Bedeemer,  Savior, 
Matt.  1:  21;  Gal.  3: 13;  4:  5;  the  Holy  Ghost  the 
Beprover,  Comforter,  Witness,  Seal,  John  16:  7-11; 
Acts  5:  32;  Eph.  4:  30.  In  baptism  the  penitent  is 
brought  into  a  new  relation  to  the  Three,  according 
to  their  respective  offices,  being  baptized  into  the 
Father,  as  his  Father,  in  Bpirit  and  in  truth;  into 
the  Son  as  his  Eedeemer  and  Savior,  and  into  the 
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peculiar  power,  gifts  and  fellowship  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  God's  one  government  to  man  is  in  three 
branches;  God's  "one  baptism"  to  the  church  in 
three  immersions. 

We  have  the  face-forward  action,  because  this  is 
the  natural  position  and  is  no  less  a  "  burial  "  than 
the  backward  action,  for  "burial"  implies  conceal- 
ment only,  without  regard  to  the  position  of  the 
subject  in  the  concealment,  and  because  Christ's 
initial  baptism  of  suffering,  in  the  garden,  was  for- 
ward, Matt.  26:  39-44,  and  because  we  are  to  be 
"plauted  in  the  likeness  of  his  death,"  not  in 
likeness  of  his  burial.    Rom  6:  5;  John  19:  30. 

Meyerhoeffefs  Store,  Va. 


THE  OIFT  OF  THE  HOLY  OHOST,  WITH  THE 
LAYINO  ON  OF  HANDS. 

BY  L.  W.  TEETER. 

I.  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN  A8  ESTABLISHED  ON  EARTH 
BY  THE  SON  OF  GOD  IS  HIGHLY  SPIRITUAL. 

1.  It  was  foretold  of  Jesus  its  Founder,  "There 
shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the  stf  m  of  Jesse,  and 
a  Branch  shall  grow  out  of  his  roots:  And  the  spir- 
it of  the  Lord  shall  rest  upon  him,  the  spirit  of 
wisdom,  and  understanding,"  etc.,  (Isa.  11:  1,  2). 

2.  Jesus  was  conceived  and  born  by  the  energy  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  (Luke  1:36). 

3.  John  Baptist,  his  forerunner,  was  born,  filled 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  from  his  birth  (Luke  1:  15). 

4.  When  John  Baptist  began  his  ministry  in  Ju- 
dea,  he  said  to  the  people:  "I  indeed  bapti/.e  you 
with  water  unto  repentance:  but  he  that  cometh  aft- 
er me,  ...  he  shall  bapti/.e  you  with  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost"  (Matt.  3:  11). 

6.  Of  the  subjects  of  Christ's  kingdom  it  was 
prophesied:   'It  shall  come  to  pass  afterward,  that 
1  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh:     •     ■     • 
upon  the  servants  and  upon  the  handmaidens,"  etc., 
(.loel  2:28,29). 

G.  When  Jesus'  time  came  to  enter  upon  his  spe- 
eial  ministry]  he  was  first  baptized  of  John,  and  re- 
ceived a  special  blessing  of  the  Holy  Ghost  (Matt. 
3:  17),  equal  to  an  anointing  (Acts  10:  38).  He 
afterwards  proclaimed  himself  as  the  Lord's  min- 
ister, saying,  "The  spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
me,  because  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel to  the  poor,"  etc.,  (Luke  4:  18.) 

7.  He  also  taught  that  "except  a  man  be  born  of 
water,  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God"  (John  3:  5).  "God  is  a  Spirit: 
and  they  that  worship  him  must  worship  him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth  "  (John  4:  24). 

8.  Jesus  promised  the  Holy  Spirit  to  his  disci- 
ples, (a)  as  another  comforter, — an  advocate,  a 
helper,  and  that  he  should  abide  with  them  forever 
(John  14:  16);  (o)  as  one  they  could  know,  because 
he  would  dwell  with,  and  be,  in  them  (John  14:  17); 
(c)  as  a  teacher;  (d)  as  a  Reminder  of  Jesus'  words 
(John  14:  26);  (e)  as  a  witness  for  Jesus  (John  15: 
26);  (/)  as  their  guide  into  all  truth;  (o)  as  a  Re- 
vealer  of  things  to  come  ( John  1G:  13). 

9.  Jesus  gave  his  disciples  the  Holy  Spirit  in  hiB 
completeness,  according  to  all  the  prophecies,  John 
Baptist's  preaching,  and  his  own  teachings  on  the 
following  Pentecost  (Acts  2:  1-4,  32,  33). 

II.  THOSE  ONLY  WHO  COMPLY  WITH  THE  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  GOSPEL  OF  CHRIST,  ARE  ENTITLED  TO, 

OR  CAN  RECEIVE  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

When  we  consider  the  factB,  (1)  that  Jesus  gives 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  man  (John  14:  16),  and  (2)  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  Jesus'  witness  (John  15:  26),  it 
is  unreasonable, — even  impossible,  for  one  to  re- 
ceive the  Holy  Spirit  who  rejects,  in  the  least,  Je- 
sus' teachings,  or  the  teachings  of  the  apostles,  who 
wrote  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

III.  THE  CONDITIONS  UPON  WHICH  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

WILL  BE  GIVEN  TO  MAN  ARE, 

1.  He  must  have  a  faith  embracing  the  life  and 
spirit  of  the  teaching  of  Christ.  Such  faith  is  pro- 
duced by  hearing  (Rom.  10:  17)  the  words  of  Jesus. 
" They  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life"  (John  6:  63). 
Then  his  spirit  will  agree  with  Christ's  teachings, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  turn,  is  ready  to  bear  testi- 


mony with  his  spirit,  as  he  progresses  in  his  spirit- 
ual life.    (Rom.  8:  16.) 

2.  He  must  repent  of  his  sins. 

3.  He  must  be  baptized  for  their  remission  (Acts 
2:38). 

Thus  is  his  regeneration  completed  in  baptism, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  renewed  (Titus  3:  5,  6).  He  is 
born  again,  "of  water  and  of  the  Spirit"  (John  3: 
5).  He  is  converted  or  turned  toward  God.  His 
sins  are  blotted  out.  He  is  refreshed  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  etc.  (see  Acts  3:  19).  He  is  adopted  into  the 
family  of  God  (Rom.  8:  15.)  The  Holy  Spirit  be- 
comes a  witness  in  his  behalf,  and  testifies  with  his 
spirit  that  he  is  a  child  of  God  (Rom.  8:  16). 

III.  THE  LAYING  ON  OF  HANDS  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
WATER  BAPTISM. 

An  instance  of  the  laying  on  of  hands  following 
water  baptism  is  in  Acts  19:  6.  Another  one  may 
be  found  in  Acts  8:  17,  Bnd  this  was  accompanied 
with  prayer.  In  this  case  the  laying  on  of  hands 
was  deferred  some  days,  and  was  done  by  others 
than  by  him  who  did  the  baptizing.  This  irregu- 
larity was  on  account  of  Philip  not  having  apos- 
tolic authority  to  lay  hands  on  any  one  at  that  time. 
It  should  be  noticed,  however,  that  the  conversion 
of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch  was  completed  by  the 
ministration  of  Philip,  but  he  was  sent  by  the 
Lord,  to  do  this  special  work.  If  he  laid  hands 
on  the  eunuch,  he  was  authorized  either  directly 
from  the  Lord  or  by  the  apostles.  At  all  events  we 
have  reaBon  to  believe  that  the  eunuch  was  fully 
blessed  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  because  "  he  went  on  his 
way  rejoicing"  (Acts  8:  39  ).  Paul  designates  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  as  one  of  the  foundation  principles  of 
the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  names  it  next  in  order 
to  baptism  (Heb.  6:  2). 

From  these  considerations  we  may  safely  con- 
clude that  it  is  the  Lord's  will  that  the  laying  on 
of  hands,  with  prayer,  should  follow  water-baptism. 

The  laying  on  of  hands,  with  prayer,  may  be  re- 
garded as  a  solemn  outward  service  of  consecra- 
tion,— setting  apart  the   baptized  one   to   the   holy 

lifo  ond   service   of  the    Christian    piufeooion,    oiem- 

fying  the  wonderful  inward  change  that  God  works 
during  conversion. 
Hagerstown,  hid. 


FEET-WASHING  A  RELIQIOUS  RITE.-John  13:  1-17. 

BY  I.  BENNETT  TROUT. 

"  If  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master,  have  washed  your  feet; 
ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet.  For  I  have  given 
you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have  done  to  you." — 
John  13:  14,  15. 

We  believe  that  feet-washing  is  a  religious  rite  to 
be  observed  by  the  faithful  children  of  God,  and  it 
Bhould  be  practiced  by  them  in  connection  with 
the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  holy  Communion.  In 
support  of  our  belief  we  offer  the  following  as  some 
of  our  reasons: 

1.  ChriBt  instituted  this  rite  when  he  had  the 
apostles  assembled  in  religious  service.  This  waB 
done  at  the  same  time  and  place  at  which  he  insti- 
tuted the  Lord's  Supper  and  the  holy  Communion. 
The  place  was  in  the  upper  chamber  in  Jerusalem. 
According  to  Matt.  26:  18-23;  Mark  14:  12-21,  and 
John  13:  21-27,  the  traitor  was  pointed  out  at  this 
supper.  By  referring  to  1  Cor.  11:  23-25,  we  learn 
that  the  bread  and  cup  of  the  Communion  were  ad- 
ministered just  after  this  Supper,  and  the  same 
night  in  which  he  wbb  betrayed.  Matt.  26:  26-30; 
Mark  14:  22,25,  and  Luke  22:  19,  20,  all  agree  that 
the  bread  and  cup  were  given  after  this  Supper. 
We  then  have  three  religious  rites  instituted  by 
Christ  in  the  upper  chamber  at  Jerusalem,  in  the 
night  of  betrayal,  namely,  —  feet-washing,  the 
Lord's  Supper,  and  the  holy  Communion.  In  or- 
der to  our  happiness  they  must  be  observed,  for 
Christ  said,  "  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye 
if  ye  do  them."    Verse  17. 

2.  With  the  clearest  language,  possible,  Christ 
binds  feet-washing  upon  his  disciples,  by  saying, 
"  Ye  also  ought  to  wash  one  another's  feet."  Verse 
14.  If  we  inquire,  "Why?"  he  says,  (1)  "If 
(since,  or  because)  I  then,  your  Lord  and  Master, 
have  washed  your  feet,"  and  (2)  "  For  I  have  given 


you  an  example,  that  ye  should  do  as  I  have  j 
to  you."    We  cannot  satisfy  this  language  with"9 
doing  the  "example."     We  cannot  receive  it  sinm] 
ae  a  lesson  of  humility  and  then   spiritualize  0 
belief  into  the  equivalent  of  following  the  "e5a  ' 
pie."    The  only  right  way  to  accept  an  example  i 
to  perform  the  act.     To  fail  to  perform  is  to  reje  1 
the  example.     We  may  as  well  reject  the  natural 
elements  in  the  bread  and  cup,  and  claim  the'spir 
itual  benefit  through  simple  belief,  as  to  reject  the 
natural  elements  and  the  act  in  feet-washing  and 
expect  to  realize  the  "happy  are  ye  if  ye  do  them" 
3.  Feet-washing,    as    practiced    by    Christ,    and 
commanded  by  him   to   his    disciples,    was  for  a 
spiritual   purpose  and  not  simply  for  an  outward 


(1)  When  Peter  refused  to  be  washed,  Christ 
said,  "If  I  wash  thee  not,  thou  haBt  no  part  with 
me."  Verse  8.  Christ  Baid,  "  No  part  with  me  "— 
not  that  "  your  feet  will  not  be  clean,"  Peter's 
part  with  Christ  was  the  spiritual  relation  and  un. 
ion  that  existed  between  Christ  and  himself.  pe. 
ter's  part  with  Christ  was  not  dependent  upon  the 
external  filth  of  his  feet,  either  on  or  waBhed  off, 
but  upon  Peter's  submission  to  the  commands  of 
Jesus.  The  command  in  question  at  this  time  wbb 
feet-washing.  Disobedience  severs  us  from  Christ. 
It  matters  not  which  command  we  disobey.  "For 
whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law  and  yet  offend 
in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all."  James  2:  10. 
The  fact  that  Peter  refused  to  be  washed,  showed 
that  his  faith  was  not  right,  therefore  he  could 
have  no  part  with  Christ.  "For  ye  are  all  the  chil- 
dren of  God  by  faith  in  Christ  JesuB."  Gal.  3:  26. 
The  outward  action  of  washing  the  feet,  if  done  in 
faith,  represents  the  spiritual  cleansing  that  takes 
place  within,  at  the  same  time.  Without  the  act 
there  can  be  no  cleansing.  Without  the  cleansing 
there  can  be  no  part  with  Christ,  as  in  Peter's  case. 
In  performing  the  outward  act  of  any  religious 
rite,  we  must  rise,  by  faith,  above  the  natural  ele- 
ments used,  in  order  to  receive  the  blessing. 

(2)  If  a  simple,  outward  cleansing  was  intend  V. 
ed  in  feet-washing,  then  Judas  would  have  be.'fl 
clean,  for  Christ  washed  his  feet.  But  Christ  said, 
"Ye  are  not  all  clean."  (Verse  11.)  Judas  was  tin- 
clean,  because  treachery  was  in  his  heart,  and  not 
because  of  not  being  washed.  It  was  simply  for- 
mality with  Judas  and  not  a  living  reality,  there- 
fore he  remained  unclean  within,  although  he  was 
washed  without. 

(3)  Christ's  statement  to  Peter  when  he  said, 
"What  I  do  thou  knowest  not  now;  but  thou 
shalt  know  hereafter,"  verse  9,  is  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  this  feet-washing  was  for  a  spiritual 
purpose,  and  di  erent  from  all  other  forms  of  feet- 
washing.  Peter  was  undoubtedly  familiar  with  all 
other  kinds  of  feet-washing.  He  had  yet  to  learn 
the  meaning  ad  use  of  this  new  kind,— this  kind 
that  was  spiritual  in  its  intent  and  result. 

4.  That  feet-washing  is  a  religious  rite,  to  bo 
practiced  by  the  church,  is  proven  by  the  instruc- 
tion given  by  Paul  to  Timothy  relative  to  the  wid- 
ows who  were  to  "  be  taken  into  the  number, 
sharing  certain  rights  and  privileges  in  the  cburcu. 
Among  the  requirements  named  is  feet-washing- 
Paul  says,  "  If  she  have  washed  the  saints'  feet. 
1  Tim.  5:  10.  Note  the  language,— it  requires  that 
she  have  washed  the  saints'  feet.  This  is  precise- 
ly in  harmony  with  the  command  Christ  gave  to 
his  disciples  (the  saints),  who  were  to  "wash  one 
another's  feet." 

5.  The  extreme  penalty  attached  to  Peter's  refus- 
al to  be  washed,  verse  8,  which  penalty  was  noth- 
ing less  than  spiritual  death,— for  it  was  separation 
from  Christ,  proves  the  great  importance  of  fee 
washing. 

6.  Christ    washed  his  disciples'   feet.    He  com- 
manded them  to  follow  the  example.    He  assigned 
his  reasons.    Verses  14,  15.    He  told  them  to  teach 
the  nations   "to  observe   all   things  whatsoe'er 
have  commanded  you."     Matt.  28:  20.    Peter's  ob- 
jection was  set  aside  and  he  had  to  submit, 
ter's  objection,  as  all  others,  was  simply  »  re    g 
to  obey  the  command.    His  objection  failed' 
nuU  all  other  objections  fail.    Any  opposition  W 
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r.i   'Bt  and  his    Word  must  fail   at  last.    Unless, 
m  a  divine  source,  we  have  reasons  for  not  wash- 
feet  as  a  religious  rite.     Let  U6  continue  to  follow 
!Df  "  example ! "     Any  other  course  is  unsafe. 

Umark,  III-     _^ 

THE  LORD'S  SUPPER. 


The  Lord's  Supper  is  a  sacred  evening  meal.  As 
Christian  institution  it  was  observed  for  the  first 
time  by  Christ  and  his  apostles  in  the  evening  of 
the  night  in  which  our  Lord  was  betrayed.  It  was 
not  the  Jewish  passover  on  the  one  hand,  nor  the  I 
bread  and  wine  of  Communion  on  the  other.  The 
law  and  the  prophets  ceased  and  the  Gospel  be- 
gan at  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist.  Luke  | 
16;  16;  Mark  1: 1-3.  Christ  and  his  disciples  con- 
stituted the  church,  and  the  "Christian"  church 
can  not,  consistently,  observe  a  "Jewish"  ordinance. 
The  bread  and  wine  of  Communion  are  not  called 
the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  Bible.  They  were  taken 
"  after  supper,"  Luke  22:  20.  The  bread  and  wine 
are  a  memorial  of  the  death  of  Christ  on  the  cross. 
The  Lord's  Supper  is  typical  of  the  "Marriage  Sup- 
per of  the  Lamb."    Luke  22:  1C;  Eev.  19:  9. 

The  agape,  or  love  feast,  had  its  origin  some- 
where. The  love  feast  was  observed  in  the  time  of 
the  apostles.  Jude  alludes  to  it  thus:  "These  are 
spots  in  your  feasts  of  charity,  when  they  feast 
with  you,  feeding  themselves  without  fear."  The 
church  at  Corinth  came  together  to  eat,  and  Paul 
reproves  them  for  the  manner  in  which  they  did 
eat,  in  these  words:  "  When  ye  come  together  there- 
fore into  one  place,  thiB  is  not  to  eat  the  Lord's 
Supper.  For  in  eating  every  one  taketh  before  oth- 
er his  own  supper:  and  one  is  hungry  and  another 
iB  drunken." 

After  correcting  the  disorder  of  the  Corinthian 
church,  Paul  lays  down  the  order  in  which  the 
Lord'B  Supper  should  be  eaten  by  referring  them 
.back  to  its  source:  "For  I  have  received  of  the 
■viord  that,  which  also  I  delivered  unto  you,  That 
the  Lord  Jesus,  the  same  night  in  which  he  was 
betrayed  took  bread.  .  .  .  After  the  same  man- 
ner also  he  took  the  cup  WHEN  he  had  supped." 
1  Cor.  11:23-25. 

This  clause,  "  When  he  had  supped"  means  the 
Bame  as  the  phrase  "after  supper"  in  Luke  22:  20. 
Since  the  cup  was  taken  after  supper,  it  is  not  a 
part  of  the  supper.  But  the  word  "  also  "  denotes 
that  the  "bread"  was  taken  after  supper  as  well 
as  the  cup.  Then  the  meal  which  Christ  ate  with 
his  disciples  before  he  distributed  the  bread  and 
wine  among  them  is  the  "Supper," — the  Lord's 
Supper. 

The  name  of  this  sacred  meal  has  an  interesting 
history.  According  to  Matthew  and  Mark  the 
term  "passover"  is  used  in  connection  with  its 
preparation.  Luke  uses  the  word  "passover"  (22: 
15)  and  then  the  word  "Supper"  (verse  20)  in  his 
Gospel.  This  gives  us  the  key  to  the  names  of  the 
institution.  John  (chapter  13)  in  giving  an  ac- 
count of  our  Lord's  washing  the  feet  of  his  disci- 
ples, uses  the  word  "Supper"  in  verse  2,  and  also 
in  verse  4;  and  says  it  was  "  before  the  feast  of  the 
passover"  (verse  1)  when  the  supper  was  served, 
from  which  he  arose  to  wash  the  disciples'  feet,  and 
to  which  he  sat  down  again  when  he  had  taken  his 
garments  (verBe  12.)  This  same  meal  Paul,  in  1 
Cor.  11:  20,  calls  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  Jude  calls 
it  "feast  of  charity,"  or  love  feast.  "In  apoBtolic 
times  this  sacrament  (Holy  Communion)  had  been 
celebrated  along  with  a  love  feast  (agape)  in  the 
evening;  and  traces  of  this  custom  are  found  in  the 
beginning  of  the  second  century."  ( "  Bible  Reader's 
Manual." ) 

Dr.  Hackett,  in  commenting  on  ActB  2:  42,  says, 
"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Eucharist  at  this 
period  was  preceded  uniformly  by  a  common  re- 
past, as  was  the  case  when  the  ordinance  was  in- 
stituted. Most  scholars  hold  that  this  was  the  pre- 
vailing usage  in  the  first  centuries  after  Christ. 
We  have  traces  of  that  practice  in  1  Cor.  11:  20  and, 
in  all  probability,  in  Acts  2:  46.  The  bread  only 
being  mentioned  here,  the  Catholics  appeal  te  this 


r_-3ageas  proving  that  their  custom  of  distribut- 
ing but  one  element  is  the  apostolic  one.  It  is  a 
case,  obviously,  in  which  the  leading  act  of  the 
transaction  gives  name  to  the  transaction  itself." 

The  word  Supper  means  a  full  meal  and  the  last 
meal  of  the  day.  It  is  called  Lord's  Supper  be- 
cause it  was  instituted  by  our  Lord.  It  was  eaten 
"before  the  feast  of  the  pasBover  "  (John  13:  1;  19: 
14).  The  bread  and  wine  of  Communion  is  taken 
"  after  supper  "  (Luke  22:  20) ;  and  is  a  memorial  of 
the  atonement  made  for  us  by  Christ  upon  the 
crOBS.  The  Supper  is  to  be  eaten  in  the  evening  of 
the  day,  as  the  first  supper  waB;  and  it  is  typical  of 
the  "  Marriage  Supper  of  the  Lamb." 
.      Broadway,  Va. 


THE  LOAF  AND  CUP,  OR  COMMUNION. 
BY  I.  D.  PARKER. 

"  For  as  often  as  ye  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do 
shew  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."— 1  Cor.  n:  26. 

Every  true  believer  recognizes  the  importance 
and  sacredness  of  the  Communion.  The  character 
of  its  author,  the  time  and  manner  of  its  institution, 
its  nature  and  design,  give  it  claims  upon  every 
Bible  student,— yea  more,  around  it  cluster  the 
sweeteBt  remembrances,  the  richest  truths,  and  the 
brightest  hopes. 

its  nature. 


It  is  purely  a  Christian  institution  and  signifies 
common  union, — each  communicant  in  union  with 
Christ,  with  the  church  and  with  every  other  mem- 
ber. These  united  in  love  and  faith,  and  using  the 
loaf  and.  cup,  as  instituted  by  Christ  and  observed 
by  the  early  church,  there  will  be  true  Gospel  Com- 
munion. 

While  nearly  all  denominations  recognize  the 
cross  as  the  central  truth  of  the  Gospel  and  give 
the  Communion  a  prominent  place  in  their  system 
of  faith,  yet  considerable  difference  obtains  bb  to 
its  nature,  name,  time  and  manner  of  observance,  not 
because  tb^  GoBpel  is  obscure,  or  the  practice  of 
the  early  church  is  uninown,  but  because  the  opin- 
ions of  men  have  had  undue  influence  on  the  prac- 
tice of  the  church. 

To  throw  some  light  on  these  pointa  of  difference 
and  encourage  a  return  to  primitive  Christianity  is 
the  aim  of  this  article. 

The  loaf  and  cup  are  not  the  real  body  and  blood, 
as  the  Catholic  view  affirms,  neither  are  the  body 
and  blood  supernaturally  united  with  the  bread  and 
wine,  as  the  Lutheran  view  teaches,  but  they  are 
symbols  of  his  body  and  blood.  This  is  clearly 
taught  in  John  G.  The  disciples  had  understood 
him  literally,  but  Jesus  assures  them  (verse  b2)  of 
his  ascension  to  heaven,  and  6sys  (verse  63)  "that 
his  words  are  spirit  and  life."  In  verse  35  he  Bays, 
"  I  am  the  bread  of  life  "  and  since  bread  is  man's 
chief  food  it  fitly  represents  Christ  who  is  the  food 
of  the  soul. 

It  has  been  said  that  unleavened  bread  was  used 
since  no  other  could  be  had.  ThiB  is  not  a  good 
reason.  The  Communion  was  instituted  in  the  first 
evening  of  the  fourteenth  day,  and  unleavened 
bread  was  not  commanded  to  be  eaten  until  the 
second  evening.  See  Ex.  12:  15-20.  We  use  un- 
leavened bread  for  two  reasons.  (1)  Jesus,  the  one 
symbolized,  was  without  Bin,  so  the  symbol  should 
be  one  without  leaven  or  impurity.  (2)  Unleavened 
bread  represents  sincerity  and  truth  (1  Cor.  5:  7,  8) 
and  points  not  only  to  Christ,  our  passover,  but  to 
the  purity  of  those  who  are  truly  members  of  his 
body  and  partake  of  its  emblems. 

In  Gen.  49:  10,  11,  the  juice  of  the  grape  is  called 
blood  in  a  figurative  sense  and  hence  fitly  repre- 
sents the  blood  of  Christ.  Fermented  and  uufer- 
mented  wine  were  used  in  the  Savior's  time  and  the 
Scriptures  are  silent  as  to  which  he  used.  It  was 
the  fruit  of  the  vine,  however,  and  it  is  not  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  he  selected  that  which  was  in- 
toxicating. Cnfermented  wine  is  recommended  by 
our  Conference,  and  no  other  seems  suitable. 

ITS  NAME. 

Some  call  it  aacrament,— a  "  vow,"— others  Eu- 
charist,— "  giving  thanks,"  but  these  terms  do  not 


express  its  true  design,  neither  are  they  applied  to 
it  in  the  Gospel.  The  celebration  of  ma6s  is  the 
Koniau  Catholic  name  and  is  in  keeping  with  their 
false  doctrine  of  transubstanliation.  Eev.  Deni- 
sou  says,  "  Among  enlightened  Protestants  the  in- 
stitution iB  commonly  called  '  the  Lord's  Supper.'  " 
He  further  Bays:  "This  evidently  is  the  most  suita- 
ble and  truthful  name  for  it."  We  question  the 
latter  statement,  for  while  the  term  is  a  Scriptural 
one,  it  is  neither  a  Buitable  nor  truthful  name  for 
the  institution. 

1.  The  bread  and  wine  are  not  called  "  Lord's 
Supper"  by  any  inspired  man.  Paul,  in  1  Cor.  11: 
20,  applies  the  term  to  the  meal  the  Apostolic 
church  was  accuBtomed  to  eat  before  taking  the 
Communion,  and  not  the  bread  and  wine.  Eatiug  a 
meal  in  connectiou  with  the  loaf  and  cup,  is  con- 
ceded by  all  historians  of  note  to  have  been  the 
practice  of  the  early  church. 

2.  They  do  not  auswer  the  design  of  the  supper. 
The  Lord's  Supper  pointa  forward  to  the  "Mar- 
riage Supper  of  the  Lambs'—awakening  thoughts  of 
holy  joyl  The  loaf  and  cup  point  backward  to  the 
cross,  awakeuing  holy  grief  in  remembrance  of 
him  who  suffered  for  sinners. 

3.  Luke  says  they  were  taken  after  supper  (Luke 
22:  20)  Bhowing  that  the  term  Supper  was  not  ap- 
plicable to  them. 

4.  They  do  not  constitute  a  supper,  neither  are 
they  commonly  taken  at  supper  time.  Turning 
now  from  the  teaching  of  men  to  the  Inspired 
Word,  we  find  a  name  that  is  not  only  suitable,  but 
a  name  that  will  Btand  the  teBt  of  ages.  In  1  Cor. 
10:  10  Paul  calls  this  institution  "the  Communion" 
and  it  is  the  only  name  applied  to  it  in  the  Gospel. 
It  signifies  fellowship,  agreement  mi  expresses  the 
central  thought  embodied  in  the  institution.  It 
suited  the  Holy  Spirit,  suited  Paul,  suits  the  nature 
and  design  of  the  institution,  and  ought  to  suit  us. 
Does  it  not  look  presumptuous  to  change  the  name 
and  then  assert  that  another  term  is  more  suitable 
than  the  one  given  in  the  Gospel?  There  may  not 
be  much  in  some  na-neB,  but  there  iB  too  much  in 
any  Gospel  name  to  warrant  us  in  misapplying  or 
changing  it.  Teaching  that  the  "loaf  and  cup"  is 
the  "  Lord's  Supper "  has  set  aside  the  supper  in 
churches  that  receive  the  error,  much  the  same  as 

ifant  baptism  has  taken  the  place  of  Gospel  bap- 
sm.  Such  liberties,  taken  by  fallible  men,  have 
altered,  or  expunged  entirely,  many  characteristics 
of  primitive  Christianity.  Against  this  self-con- 
stituted and  ruinous  liberty  we  raise  our  voice  and 
plead  for  a  faith  that  accepts  the  Gospel  plan,  with 
,11  of  its  institutions,  in  their  simplest  aud  fullest 

sense. 

time  of  day. 


Matt.  26:  31;  Mark  14:  17,  27;  1  Cor.  11:  23  and 
John  13:  1-30,  together  with  their  contexts,  teach 
that  it  was  instituted  in  the  evening  aud  In  connec- 
tion with  the  service  of  "feet-washing"  and  the 
'Lord's  Supper."  The  practice  of  the  primitive 
jhurch  for  the  first  five  centuries  is  strong  proof  that 
,t  was  so  understood.  Dr.  Shaff,  Vol.  Ill,  page  402, 
says,  "  It  was  usually  connected  with  a  love  feast  and 
also  with  feet-washing."  On  Page  239,  Vol.  II,  he 
says,  "  At  first  the  Communion  was  joined  with  a  love 
feast  and  celebrated  in  the  eveniDg."  Again,  so  far 
as  the  Scriptures  point  out  the  practice  of  the  Apos- 
tolic church,  we  see,  by  reference  to  Acts  20:  7-11, 
that  it  was  observed  at  night.  Although  they  came 
together  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  yet  they  did 
not  break  bread  until  the  night  (see  verse  11). 
Some  say  verse  11  refers  to  a  common  meal,  pre- 
paratory to  the  expected  journey.  We  say  not,  for 
two  reasons: 

1.  The  Greek  term  rendered  "eaten"  in  verse  11 
signifies  to  taste,  while  eslhio  is  used  when  the 
writer  wishes  to  convey  the  idea  of  a  common  meal. 

2.  Beference  to  Paul,  and  no  other  breaking 
bread  would  be  most  natural,  when  Paul  officiated  at 
the  Communion,  but  not  if  only  a  common  meal  waB 
eaten,  since  others  going  with  him  on  the  journey 
needed  food  also.  This  position  is  strengthened  by 
the  reasoning  of  J.  W.  McGarvey,  a  Disciple  com- 
mentator of  considerable  note. 
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Jesus,  at  one  time 
truth:  "  Say  not  ye,  th 
then  cometh  harvest, 
lift  up  your  eyes  and  li 
white  already  to  harvest."     John  4:  35, 

As  followers  of  Christ,  do  we  not  realize  th 
as  being  true  to  day?  In  our  own  Christian  com- 
munities,  where  the  Gospel  has  been  preachfd  for 
many  years,  in  our  nearest  town  where  we  have 
bought  and  sold,  yea,  in  our  very  homes  are  yet  un- 
saved souls,— souls  hastening  to  an  endless  eternity 
and  we  but  lightly  realize  the  fact. 

There  are  those,  in  sight  of  our  church  doors, 
who  have  never  received  a  cordial  invitation  to  the 
preaching,  Sunday  school  or  prayer  meeting  ser- 
vice,—those  to  whom  a  Christian  has  never  spoken 
about  his  salvation.  If  this  ripening  harvest  is  ever 
gathered,  we  must  not  only  go  to  the  field  but  en- 
ter, sickle  in  hand,  cut  and  bind  the  sheaves  for  th 
garners  of  the  Lord. 

Naturally  we  do  not  realize,  often,  how  ripe   th 
harvest  is  till  we  enter  the  field.     So  of  the  spirit 
ual.    Enter  the  city  with  its  saloons,  its  dens  o 
vice   and   wickedness,    its    poverty  and    ignoranc< 
and  you  will  see  the  need  of  work,  nor  ca 
conditions  be  reached  till,  as  Christ  and  h 
ties,  we  do  enter.     If  impossible  to  save  the  _.. 
ard  and  prostitute,  we  can  reach  the  children,  men 
and  women  of  another  generation. 

Go  where  we  will,  look  where  we  may  in  city's 
crowded  attic  or  filthy  basement,  to  western  mount 
and  plain,  or  northern  woods,  to  the  south  with  its 
six  millions  of  the  colored  race— all  echo  the  same 
impressive  fact,  "  the  ha. vest  truly  is  great,  but  the 
laborers  are  few." 

But  when  shall  we  go  to  these  neglected  ones? 
Shall  it  be  next  month  or  next  year?  While  we 
are  waiting  souls  are  perishing.  Jesus  says,  the 
fields  are  white  already;  now,  now,  now— not  to- 
morrow. If  the  Gospel  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation,  let  us  give  it  now  to  perishing  souls. 
But  how? 

1.  Let  each  one  work  in  the  sphere  he  is.  Be- 
gin here, 'begin  now.  Whether  you  are  a  minis- 
ter or  are  commissioned  by  a  Mission  Board  matters 
not.  If  a  Christian,  Christ  has  commissioned  you, 
"  Go  work  in  my  vineyard."     Are  you  working? 

Be  assured  he  means  you,  for  he  has  given  "  to 
every  man  his  work."  It  may  be  a  small  work,  but 
do  it.  A  little  maid  directed  Naaman  to  the  proph- 
et, and  Andrew  brought  Peter  to  Jesus. 

The  minister  and  elder  has  his  work  in  directing 
and  leading  but  upon  the  faithfulness  of  the  rank 
and  file  he  largely  depends  in  the  heat  of  battle. 

2.  Inspire  others  with  a  zeal  for  work.  Get 
aflame  with  the  love  of  Jesus  and  let  it  burn!  One 
candle  may  light  a  hundred  others  and  still  burn  as 
brightly  as  before.  Pentecost,  the  Holy  Spirit's 
natal  day,  saw  cloven  tongues  as  of  fire  sit  upon 
each  of  them.  The  blood-dipped  cross  in  a  Scots- 
man's hand  sped  from  man  to  man  till  every  glen 
and  valley  was  roused  to  the  battle  call.  The 
Lord  asked  Moses  "What  is  that  in  thine  hand?" 
Brother,  what  is  in  your  hand?  Is  it  talent  or 
wealth?  Consecrate  it  to  the  Lord.  Let  your 
prayers  go  up  for  the  success  of  the  Gospel  and  let 
your  life  be  a  living  witness  for  Christ. 

3.  Mission  Boards.  A  general  Mission  Board  is 
indispensable.  But  each  State  District  should  have 
an  earnest  active  Mission  Board— men  in  full  sym- 
pathy  with    the    Savior's  great    commission,    "  Go 


ye."    They  should  not   be  figureheads,  but  whole- 
souled,  self-sacrificing  men. 

Each  local  church  should  have  its  own  Mission 
Board  to  work  faithfully  its  owl  territory.  They 
should,  so  far  as  possible,  enlist  the  co-operation  of 
both  private  members  and  officials  in  church,  Sun- 
day school  or  tiact  work. 

Each  worker  in  any  new  field  should  take  Christ 
but  leave  self  at  home.  Take  your  Bible!  Visit 
the  people  in  their  homes,— poor  as  well  as  rich! 
Bring  the  simple  Gospel  message  to  their  hearts. 
Present  Christ  as  a  Savior,  a  sympathizer,  a  friend! 
Take  the  Holy  Spirit  as  your  guide,  for  such  has  he 
promised  to  be. 

The  time  for  work  is  here.  At  home  and  abroad 
the  world  is  waiting  for  the  Gospel.  The  church 
has  both  men  and  means.  She  has  her  marching 
orders.     The    Macedonian   call    is   heard.     Will  we 


Behold     I    say    unto 

k  on  the  fields  for  they  are  |  heed  the  *JJJf 

With  the  dawning  of  the  twentieth  century  there 
is  dawning  upon  the  church  the  star  of  hope  for  the 
conversion  of  the  world.  The  bow  of  promise  is 
visible  to  the  eye  of  faith.  The  opportune  moment 
has  arrived  and  should  not  be  lost.  While  we  are 
idle,  death  is  active.  Every  pulse-bound  tells  of  a 
fellow  being  passing  into  eternity.  The  whitening 
fields  invite,  urge,  warn.  What,  to  you,  my  brother, 
will  the  harvest  be? 

Palesti?ie,  Ark. 
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"TEMPERANCE,  AND  WHAT  IT  EMBRACES.' 


BV    O.    PERRY    HOOVER. 


What  is  temperance?  Why  ask  the  question,  as 
if  there  could  be  a  doubtful  answer?  The  most  re- 
cent definition  is  "  Total  abstinence  from  intoxicat- 
ing beverages."  There  is  no  need  to  present  sta- 
these  tistics  from  the  drunkard's  world,  that  make  diz- 
apos-  I  zy  the  brain  to  comprehend  them,  in  order  to  justi- 
fy this  definition.  The  "  new  creature  "  in  Christ 
has  come  to  know  that  there  is  no  temperance  in 
intoxicants.  The  best  sentiment  has  defined  it  as 
"  total  abstinence  "  and  that  it  shall  be. 

The  Brethren's  church  stands  unalterably  for 
temperance.  On  this  one  question  she  has  been  in 
advance  of  all  other  denominations.  For  a  century 
or  more  she  has  maintained  a  positive  stand  against 
the  saloon,  and  passing  time  has  confirmed  the 
absolute  right  of  the  stand.  No  saloon-keeper  has 
ever  taken  part  in  her  councils.  The  time  was, 
when  some  felt  the  liberty  of  conscience  to  take  a 
glass,  and  some  of  the  more  aged  members  remem- 
ber well  the  "harvest-jug  and  hard-cider  days"; 
but  a  healthy  religious  appetite  has  refused  these 
and  driven  them  out  of  the  Brotherhood.  We  are 
total  abstainers,  hence  a  temperance  people. 

The  Brotherhood  has  maintained  this  lofty  stand- 
ard, not  by  pledges  nor  by  political  organization, 
but  by  a  religious  belief.  How  can  any  man,  who 
is  truly  born  again,  doubt  for  a  moment,  seeing  the 
wrecks  from  alcoholism,  whether  he  should  drink 
the  poison?  There  is  no  reason  why  the  Brethren 
should  have  stronger  belief  in  this  phase  of  temper- 
ance than  other  people,  but  by  living  up  to  this  be- 
lief she  is  what  she  is.  The  proc.ssion  of  drunk- 
ards, led  by  King  Alcohol  is  very  long.  Each  min- 
ute some  one  drops  out  dead.  San  Francisco  has  a 
parade  of  15,400  drunkards.  She  consumed  last 
year,  of  beer  alone,  14.215.16t  gallons,  and  of  other 
liquors  827,493  gallons.  Allowing  15,000  pounds  to 
a  car,  it  would  take  7,280  cars  to  bring  this  destruc- 
tive liquid  to  the  city.  Who  can  possibly  calculate 
the  misery  and  crime  resulting  from  the  consump-' 
of  this  liquor?  But  figures  do  not  convince- 
they  do  not  reform.  It  needs  the  powers  of  the  re- 
generate man  to  resist  this  evil,  and  on  that  principle 
the  Brotherhood  has  maintained  temperance.  She 
has  not  taken  part  in  the  politics  of  the  question, 
nor  joined  with  temperance  societies  as  such.  She 
is  herself  a  temperance  society,  and  all  who  join  her 
must  be  temperate.  It  is  not  by  voting  and  parad- 
ing that  men  will  cease  to  drink,  but  by  living  and 
doing  the  Christ  life.  If  all  other  denominations 
,  maintained  this  abstinence,  intoxicants  would  soon 


be  banished  from  the  religious  world7and~      ^ 
from  all  society.  n  tlnie 

What  does  temperance  embrace?    Generall 

pie   think   only   intoxicants,    but    it  embraces'*0;, 

forms  of  natural   indulgence.     Pride,  tobacco 

urn,  "sumptuous  and  riotous  living,"-these  are°Pu 

dire    evils    of    intemperance.     The     Brotherho 

strives  to  be      temperate  in  all  things,"  just  a     '" 

Lord   commanded.    She    has   always    viewed    h 

question  in   this  broad  light.     "  God  resisteth  th' 

proud,"  says  James,  and  the  church  stands  as  a  li 

ing  witness   against   pride   in    dress.     If  the  drel 

question,  like  others,  had  nothing  in  it  more  than 

the  uniformity,  it  could  not  have  been  maintained 

but  it  is  based  on  the  broad  principle  of  temper' 

ance.     This  principle  is  being  recognized  in  other 

phases.     The  last  General  Conference  accepted  the 

true  definition  of  temperance,  when  she  passed  the 

law  that  no  one  "  who  buys,  raises  or  sells  tobacco  " 

can   represent  the   church  in   District   or  General 

Conference. 

There  are  refined  forms  of  intemperance,  such  as 
pride,  giving  for  display,  etc.  The  humble  give 
more  than  the  proud,  to  mission  work.  They  build 
schools  and  charitable  institutions,  they  plant 
home  missions  and  cultivate  the  foreign  fields 
While  the  church  has  been  in  advance  on  the  liquor 
question,  perhaps  she  has  been  behind  on  other 
phases.  Has  she  given  of  her  substance,  according 
to  the  temperance  standard?  How  much  mission 
work  must  be  done  to  be  intemperate? 

Finally,  it  is  dangerous  to  indulge  in  excess  of 
any  kind.  The  first  step  may  be  innocent  enough, 
but  the  last  one  may  be  awful  misery.  It  is  not  far 
from  the  first  glass  to  the  drunkard's  grave;  not  far 
from  the  first  little  theft  to  the  penitentiary;  not  far 
even  to  the  gallows.  Sin  is  all  intemperate,  and 
any  excess  is  sin.  If  sin  had  not  life  (Jas.  I:  15) 
and  did  not  grow,  the  first  sin  might  not  be  so  im- 
portant, but  when  it  is  "full  grown,"  (Greek),  "it 
bringeth  forth  death."  Let  us  be  temperate  in  all 
things! 

Dayton,    O/Ho.  ( 

HOW  MAY  THE  CONVERTED  00  ON  TO 
PERFECTION  ? 

BY   P.    R.   KELTNER. 


Paul,  in  Heb.  6:  1,  tells  what  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  Christ's  doctrine,— the  primaries,— the 
process  through  which  we  must  pass  to  become 
converted,— faith,  repentance,  and  baptism.  They 
are  essentially  necessary,  but  they  are  not  all  in  a 
Christian  life.  When  once  they  have  been  properly 
obeyed,  we  must  look  for  further  duties.  Should 
we  remain  as  we  are  when  we  have  been  converted, 
Paul  says  we  will  lay  again  the  foundation  of  re- 
pentance from  dead  works,  etc.  The  process  of 
conversion  leaves  us  much  the  same,  spiritually,  as 
the  new-born  child  is  physically. 

Undeveloped,  helpless  and  in  every  way  a  new- 
born babe  in  Christ,  now  Paul  to  Philippians  is  in 
place:  "Forgetting  the  things  that  are  behind 
and  reaching  forth  to  the  things  that  are  be- 
fore, I  press,"  etc.  Philpp.  3:  13,14.  We  received 
our  conversion  through  the  Word.  "  Born  of  water 
and  of  the  Spirit,"  Christ  says,  and  not,  as  many 
say,  through  prayer,  or  through  the  operation  of  the 
Spirit  alone,  or  wrestling  with  God,  etc.  James  says, 
"  Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  by  the  word  of  truth." 
James  1:  18. 

Peter  says  of  this  new  birth,  "Being  born  again, 
not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by 
the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  forev- 
er." 1  Pet.  1 :  23.  As  we  looked  to  the  Word  for 
directions  and  help  in  the  process  of  conversion,  so 
we  must  look  to  the  same  source  for  help,  that  we 
may  go  on  to  perfection.  Peter  again  says,  on  this 
subject,  "As  new-born  babes  desire  the  sincere 
milk  of  the  word  that  they  may  grow  thereby." 

God's  Word  becomes  the  perfect  plan  of  salva- 
tion, in  Christian  growth  and  living,  as  well,  as  in 
regeneration  and  conversion.  If  we  can  not  go  to 
the  Word,  we  ask,  Where  can  the  earnest  seeker  aft- 
er more  light  and  Christian  development  go?    As  a 
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w-born  babe  he  needs  healthful  food,  Christian 
"  ercise,  and  a  safe  source  from  which  to  draw 
owledge.  This  he  can  find  nowhere  else  but  in 
fod's  Word,  and  through  the  medium  of  Christ's 
hurch.  We  notice  the  child  is  ever  eager  to  learn, 
nd  store  its  mind  with  knowledge,  in  its  process  of 
development,  and  its  little  body  is  alive  with  activi- 
that  it  may  grow  to  maturer  years.  So  it  is  with 
the  babe  in  Christ,— he  must  turn  to  God's  Word,  and 
by  the  exercise  Christ  has  afforded  us  in  his  church, 
through  faith  and  obedience,  we  may  "  become 
strong  in  Him,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might." 

The  Lord  surely  had  our  Christian  growth  in 
mind  when  he  instituted  ordinances  in  his  house,  as 
well  as  the  many  Christian  graces  he  has  given  us 
in  his  Word.  They  are  all  certainly  intended  to 
serve  the  purpose  of  our  going  on  to  perfection, 
and,  of  course,  must  be  obeyed.  No  Christian  pro- 
fessor will  deny  the  necessity  and  beneficial  results 
of  prayer,  of  charity,  of  Christian  liberality,  of  visit- 
ing the  sick  and  administering  to  their  wants,  and 
all  other  Christian  graces.  Why  deny  the  necessi- 
ty and  benefits  of  the  various  ordinances  Christ  de- 
livered us,  gave  the  example,  and  commanded  us 
to  observe?  Among  the  non-essentials,  as  held  by 
many,  we  name  feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper, 
the  salutation  or  holy  kiss,  the  prayer-covering, 
doctrine  of  non-conformity,  the  anointing  the  sick, 
etc.,  all  of  which  are  plainly  commanded,  and 
many  repeatedly  given  by  commind  and  precept. 
One  purpose  of  the  Lord  in  placing  these  institu- 
tions and  ordinances  in  his  house,  doubtless  was, 
to  give  us  Christian  exercise,— that,  by  doing  his 
will,  we  might  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  truth,— develop  in  faith,  hope,  and 
charity,  and  all  the  Christian  graces.  "  But  whoso- 
ever drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him 
shall  never  thirst,  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him 
shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water,  springing  up  into 
everlasting  life."  John  4:  14.  "  The  words  that  I 
speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit,  and  they  are  life." 
John  6:  63. 

sllf  we  desire  to  go  on  to  perfection,  we  must  be 
led  by,   and   receive,   instructions   from    the   great 
source  of  all  perfection,  Christ  and  his  Word. 
Sterling,  III. 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

In  all  lands  and  in  all  ages  has  man  sought  the 
Infinite  for  help  and  doubtless  thanked  the  Unseen 
for  what  he  got  in  answer.  It  is  a  part  of  human 
nature  to  have  a  sense  of  something  higher  than 
what  we  see,  and  it  has  always  been  the  practice  of 
men  to  call  on  it  in  time  of  want.  Talking  with 
God,  or  prayer,  is  at  the  bottom  of  all  religious  ex- 
perience. It  precedes  a  peace  with  God,  and  it  is 
a  means  of  perpetual  relationship  to  him.  It  was 
practiced  and  enjoined  by  the  Master,  and  it  is  one 
of  the  things  for  which  a  special  form  was  given. 
It  is  to  this  that  the  Brethren  church  turns  at  the 
close  of  every  petition. 

As  members  of  the  household  of  God  it  is  our 
high  privilege  to  address  him  at  all  times  and  un- 
der all  circumstances.  It  is  also  a  pleasure.  Dif- 
fering from  any  human  potentate  he  understands 
all  laiguages,  and  more,  he  understands  what  is  in 
our  hearts  before  we  ask  him  for  what  we  need. 
To  him  the  language  of  the  Greenlander  is  as  well 
understood  as  that  of  the  man  in  the  tropics.  It  is 
simplicity  itself,  for  it  all  comes  to  one  thing,  "  O 
God,  hear  and  help  me."  This  is  the  burden  of  all 
prayers,  and  simple  as  it  is,  it  is  at  the  bottom,  all 
there  is  to  it. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  the  laws  of  nature  are 
fixed  and  immutable.  This  seems  to  be  true,  but 
who  can  say  that  they  are  not  so  arranged  that  on- 
ly Omnipotence  can  change  the  natural  sequence  of 
events?  It  is  certain  that  it  is  often  so  done, 
■s  equally  certain  that  it  is  done  at  our  request, 
there  is  no  situation  that  man  may  find  himsel 
that  God  can  not,  and  will  not  help  him  if  he  co 
aright. 


That  many  prayers  go  unanswered  proves  the 
superiority  of  the  Infinite  Mind  over  that  of  the  fi- 
nite. The  earthly  parent  refuses  more  requests  of 
his  child  than  he  grants,  for  he  knows  that  what  is 
asked  for  will  prove  a  detriment  instead  of  a  bless- 
ing, and  even  so  our  Heavenly  Father  knows  what 
is  best  for  those  who  ask  him.  But  it  is  true  that  all 
that  we  ask  that  will  be  for  our  good  is  always,  al- 
ways, given  us.  The  perception  of  this  truth,  and 
its  recurring  impression  on  us  is  what  most  enables 
us  to  have  our  faith  in  him  renewed  and  strength- 
ened. When  we  ask  that  which  is  beyond  our  reach 
and  it  is  given  us,  we  thank  the  giver,  and  when  it 
is  refused  and  subsequent  events  so  shape  them- 
selves that  we  see  the  wisdom  of  the  denial  we  thank 
him  for  his  mercy  to  our  short-sightedness. 

The  importance  of  prayer  is  paramount  to  all 
other  phases  of  Christian  experience,  as  it  precedes 
a  Christian  life,  follows  it  up,  and  when  prayer 
ceases  Christianity  is  dead  within  us.  As  we  ask 
in  faith  so  shall  we  receive,  and  as  we  receive  so  is 
our  faith  in  the  Giver  strengthened. 

He  who  asks  not,  may  and  does  receive  out  of  the 
plentitude  of  God's  mercy,  but  he  who  asks  and  re- 
ceives is  in  touch  with  the  Creator  and  Dispenser  of 
all  that  goes  to  make  life  worth  living.  There  is 
nothing  too  small,  no  trouble  too  petty  that  we 
may  not  take  to  God  and  tell  our  wants.  There  is 
no  earthly  listener  who  gives  more  attention  to  the 
little  trifles  that  infest  and  worry  our  daily  1 
and  we  never  weary  him  with  our  tale  of  want. 

When  shall  men  pray?  Always.  Yes,  but  it  is 
well  to  have  stated  times  to  approach  the  Great 
Friend  that  we  have  in  the  home  we  are  journeying 
to.  This  will  depend  on  the  individual.  Some 
birds  greet  the  dawn  with  a  song  of  praise,  and 
some  sing  only  in  the  twilight.  Some  sing  all  day 
long,  but  they  sing,  and  that  is  the  point  I  want  to 
bring  out.  So  with  the  Christian.  Let  him  have  a 
time  when  he  stands  in  the  presence  of  a  great 
God,  but  a  tried  friend  as  well,  and  though  a  King 
still  we  are  his  child,  and  we  ask  the  helping  hand 
and  the  forgiveness  for  the  dismal  errors  of  the 
past.  Then  we  can  turn  to  our  work  or  our  rest 
with  the  feeling  that  there  is  nought  that  can  harm 
us,  come  what  will,  if  we  forget  not  him. 

And  now,  dear  Lord,  I  ask  of  thee  that  all  who 
read  may  put  their  trust  in  thee,  that  they  may  all 
see,  as  some  now  know,  that  in  thee  there  is  all 
that  is  good  and  true  and  all  that  goes  to  make  it 
worth  our  life  in  this  form  of  ours.  Lead  us  on  the 
right  way,  send  thy  Spirit  to  make  his  home  with 
us!  As  we  go  down  the  road  of  life  may  we  turn 
at  all  times  to  thee  for  the  help  that  we  seek  and 
which  we  can  not  get  here!  Help  us  to  help  the 
weak!  May  we  seek  no  paths  but  those  thou  wilt 
have  us  tread!  Let  us  so  live  that  the  world  is  led 
to  thee,  and  when  the  end  is  come,  may  it  so  be  that 
through  the  death  of  thy  dear  Son  we  may  liv 
with  thee,  and  him,  and  the  saints,  from  age  to  ag 
though  we  have  not  done  as  well  as  we  could  or  a 
we  might  have  done!     We  ask  it   all  through  th 


lame  of  Christ  and  do  not  depart  from  iniqui- 
ty! Alas!  alas!  there  is  a  company  of  half  priests 
n  the  world,  who  dare  not  teach  people  the  whole 
counsel  of  God." — Bunyaris  Sermons. 

.  Judson  says:  "  A  Karen  woman  offered  her- 
self for  baptism.  After  the  usual  examination,  I 
inquired  whether  she  would  give  up  her  ornaments 
for  Christ?  It  was  an  unexpected  blow!  I  ex- 
plained the  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  I  appealed  to  her 
own  consciousness  of  vanity,  I  read  to  her  the 
apostle's  prohibition.  She  looked  again  and  again 
at  her  handsome  necklace — she  wore  but  one — and 
then,  with  an  air  of  modest  decision,  that  would 
adorn,  beyond  all  outward  ornaments,  any  of  my 
sisters  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing,  she 
quietly  took  it  off,  saying,  '  /  love  Christ  more  than 
this.' " 

"  Formerly  men  wore  bright  goods,  lace,  jewels; 
but,  since  the  beginning  of  this  century,  civilized 
nations  have  adopted  the  black  coat  of  England;  it 
has  come  to  be  regarded  as  in  bad  taste  for  a  man 
to  display  his  jewels,  and  simplicity,  carefulness, 
and  extreme  propriety  are  regarded  as  constituting 
the  whole  masculine  elegance.  Women,  however, 
continue  to  bore  their  ears  to  put  rings  in  them,  and 
seek  to  adorn  themselves  with  trinkets  of  glass 
and  metal.  How  may  we  cure  this  infirmity,  in- 
herited from  primitive  barbarism?  John  Stuart 
Mill  has  pointed  out  the  way  by  suggesting  that 
when  woman  is  trained  to  occupy  herself  with  af- 
fairs of  the  mind  she  will,  like  modern  man,  cease 
to  take  pleasure  in  gewgaws.  Christianity  has  al- 
ready worked  miracles  in  this  direction  among 
the  Quakers,  why  may  it  not,  in  alliance  with  the 
culture  of  the  reason  and  the  sentiment  of  justice 
do  more?  " — Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Dr.  Talmage  says  in  his  sermon,  "  Gates  of  Hell  ": 
—I  charge  Christian  women  neither  by  style  of 
dress  nor  adjustment  of  apparel  to  become  ad- 
ministrative of  evil.  Perhaps  none  else  will  dare 
to  tell  you,  so  I  will  tell  you  that  there  are  multi 
tudes  of  men  who  owe  their  eternal  damnation  to 
the  boldness  of  womanly  attire. 

Show  me  the  fashion  plates  of  any  age  between 
this  and  the  time  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth,  of 
France,  and  Henry  the  Eighth,  of  England,  and 
I  will  tell  you  the  type  of  morals  or  immorals  of 
that  age  or  that  year.  No  exception  to  it.  Mod- 
est apparel  indicates  a  righteous  people.  Immod- 
est apparel  always  indicates  a  contaminated  and 
depraved  society. 


blood  of  him  who  died  that  such  : 
Amen. 

Lewisburg,  Pa. 

[It  will  doubtless  be  noticed 
prayer  contains,  with  one  excepth 
one  syllable. — Ed.] 


might  li' 


that    this    short 
n,  words  of  only 


EMINENT  WITNESSES. 

The  following,  in  the  form  of  a  leaflet,  is  being 
widely  distributed  in  India  and  elsewhere: 

John  Bunyan  says:  "For  my  part,  I  doubt  the 
faith  of  many,  and  fear  it  will  prove  no  better  in 
the  day  of  God,  than  will  the  faith  of  devils.  I 
know  that  many  professors  will  fall  short  of  eter- 
nal life.  Singularity  in  godliness  is  no  more  than 
to  be  more  godly,  than  to  walk  more  humbly  with 
God  than  others.  Were  wearing  of  gold,  putting 
on  of  apparel,  dressing  up  houses,  decking  of  chil- 
dren, and  the  like,  signs  of  repentance,  then  I  must 
say  the  fruits  of  repentance  swarm  in  our  land:  but 
if  these  be  none  of  the  fruits  of  repentance,  then, 
I  0  the  multitude  of  professors  that  religiously  name 


COURTESY  IN  CHURCH. 

There  is  no  reason  why  the  same  rules  of  po- 
liteness that  prevail  in  the  drawing-room  should 
not  be  exercised  in  the  church,  as  far  as  considera- 
tion for  others  is  concerned.  It  is  said  that  one 
day  a  scholarly-looking  man,  plainly  dressed,  came 
into  a  church  in  Holland  and  took  a  seat  near  the 
pulpit.  A  few  minutes  later  a  haughty  lady  swept 
up  to  the  pew,  and,  seeing  a  stranger  in  it,  ordered 
him  by  an  imperious  gesture  to  leave  it.  The 
stranger  obeyed,  and  going  into  one  of  the  seats  re- 
served for  the  poor,  joined  devoutly  in  the  services. 
After  they  were  over,  the  lady's  friends  gathered 
round  her  and  demanded  whether  she  knew  who  it 
was  that  she  had  treated  so  rudely.  "  No;  some 
pushing  stranger,"  she  replied.  "  It  was  King  Os- 
car of  Sweden,"  was  the  answer.  "  He  is  here  vis- 
iting the  Queen."  Her  mortification  may  be  im- 
agined. 

It  is  comparatively  a  small  thing  to  show  a  little 
kindness  to  a  stranger;  but  to  the  recipient  it 
means  much  and  goes  far  toward  turning  into  a 
means  of  spiritual  blessing  a  service  that  might 
have  been  marred  and  rendered  unprofitable  by  an 
act  of  discourtesy. 


Some  of  us  would  find  great  joy  in  serving  God 
if  we  could  be  great  light-houses  on  the  shores  of 
the  sea  of  life;  but  God  has  not  made  us  such  and 
we  have  not  grace  enough  to  be  content  to  be  one 
of  the  lights  along  the  shore,  less  in  distinction  but 
equal  in  honor. 
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As  the  result  of  a  series  of  meetings  held  by 
Bro.  J.  V.  Felthouse,  in  the  Pleasant  Valley  church, 
Ind.,  seven  confessed  Christ  and  were  baptized. 


f  publication  should  be  legibly 


WDo  not  mix  business  with  a 
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answer  questions  ol  Importance,  c 
answering  ol  letters. 

CT~The  Mbssunc-.br  Is  mailed  i 
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KsT"Entcred  at 
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Mount  Morris,  III.,  November  14,  1896. 


baptized  at  the  Mount  last  Saturday. 

Fork   congre- 


Thirteen   accessions  to   the  D: 
gation,  Va.,  are  reported. 


The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Western  Maryland 
will  be  held  at  the  Broadfording  meetinghouse, 
Nov.  20  and  21,  We  will  publish  the  program 
next  week. 



The  meetings  at  Rockingham,  Mo.,  are  still  in 
progress.  It  is  a  glorious  meeting.  During  th 
last  fifty  days  seventy- four  persons  have  united 
with  the  church. 

Bro.  Daniel  Vaniman  was  with  us  a  few  days 
last  week,  and  preached  for  us  in  the  Chapel  oil 
Sunday  morning  and  evening.  He  is  enjoying  most 
excellent  health. 

November  i  Bro.  Joseph  Long  closed  an  en- 
thusiastic meeting  in  the  Lower  Cumberland  church, 
Pa.,  with  seventeen  additions.  The  meetings  were 
held  in  the  Baker  house. 


Bro.  W.  R  Miller,  of  Chicago,  who  has  been 
preaching  in  the  West  some  weeks,  was  with  us  a 
few  hours  last  Saturday.  He  reports  an  enjoyable 
sojourn  among  the  Brethren. 


The  series  of  meetings  at  Sidney,  Oiiio,  still 
continues  with  considerable  interest.  Eight  have 
applied  for  membership,  four  of  whom  were  bap- 
tized.   The  others  await  baptism. 


The  arrangements    for  ministerial  half-fa 
mits  over  the  western  roads,  last  year,  wer      *"''" 
satisfactory.      It  is   not   yet   known   what   win"'^ 
done  for  next  year,  but  we  hope  to  be  able 
port  soon.  °  re 

We  ought  to  have  a  few  good  missionaries  ■ 
England  and  Australia.  The  English  Ungual '° 
spoken  in  both  of  these  countries,  and  we  m  h'* 
do  a  good  work  in  either  place  were  we  to  mV 
the  proper  efforts. 

Bv  mistake,  last  week,  page  718,  the  printed  pro 
gram  was  made  to  say  that  the  Ministerial  Meetin 
for  Eastern  Pennsylvania  would  be  held  at  AltootJ 
Nov.  18,  19  20.  It  should  have  read 
District  of  Pennsylvania." 


"  Middle 


The  program  for  the  Ministerial  Meeting  for 
Southern  Pennsylvania  did  not  reach  us  until  the 
last  issue  was  printed,  and  for  that  reason  it  does 
not  appear  in  the  Messenger.  The  Meeting  is 
held  this  week,  Nov.  12  and  13. 


Do  not  fail  to  send  for  our  large  Book  Catalogue. 
It  contains  a  fine  list  of  excellent  books.  Our 
list  of  Bibles  is  large,  and  they  are  of  the  very  best 
binding.  You  will  want  Bibles  and  other  books 
for  Christmas,  hence  the  importance  of  having  our 
catalogue  to  select  from. 


Bro.  L    T.  Holsinger  is  engage; 
meetings  at  North  Manchester,  lnd. 

Quite  an  amount  of 
of  this  issue.     It  will  a 


news  is  crowded  out 
sxt  week. 


Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp  is  engaged  in  a  very  interest- 
ing series  of  meetings  in  the  Osage  church,  near 
McCune,  Kans.  When  last  heard  from  there  were 
ten  accessions  by  faith  and  obedience. 


Bro.  I.  D.  Parker  gave  us 
Saturday.  We  regret  that  1; 
longer. 


1  very  short  call  last 
could    not    remain 


Bro.  Geo.  S.  Rairigh,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  should 
hereafter  be  addressed  at  Denton,  Caroline  Co., 
Maryland. 

Bro.  Geo.  A.  Shamberger  has  changed  his  ad- 
dress from  Roanoke,  La.,  to  1606  Lyons  St.,  East 
DesMoines,  Iowa. 


Bro.  M.  M.  Eshelman 
meetings  in  Shannon,  III., 
29th  will  goto  Roanoke. 


s  to  begin 
Nov.    12,    1 


series  of 
id    on  the 


Bro.  W.  H.  Lichty,  of  Bridgewater,  Iowa,  is 
holding  a  series  of  meetings  at  Sheldon,  that  State. 
Two  have  applied  for  membership. 

Bro.  John  Heckman,  of  Pine  Creek,  111.,  is  to 
conduct  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Waddams 
Grove  church,  commencing  Dec.  5. 

In  this  issue  "The  Young  People"  and  "Home 
and  Family  "  departments  are  omitted.  These  de- 
partments will  appear  hereafter  as  usual. 


Bro.  Reuben  Shroyer  closed  a  very  interesting 
series  of  meetings  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  with 
seven  accessions  by  confession  and  baptism. 


Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  closed  his  meetings  at 
Pine  Creek  last  week  with  nine  accessions.  He 
gave  us  a  short  call  on  his  way  home.  He  is  to 
be  present  at  the  feast  here,  Nov.  28,  and  com- 
mence his  series  of  meetings  in  the  Chapel  the 
next  day. 

We  now  have  six  colleges  under  the  control  of 
the  Brethren  church.  They  are  located  at  Hunt 
■  ngdon,  Pa.,  Bridgewater,  Va.,  North  Manchester 
Ind.,  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  McPherson,  Kans  and 
Lordsburg,  Cal.  It  will  be  seen  that  our  schools 
extend  entirely  across  the  continent.  We  are  glad 
to  report  that  they  are  accomplishing  a  good  work 
among  our  people,  and  will  bring  into  active  serv- 
ice a  body  of  young  men  and  women,  that  will 
one  day  prove  a  power  for  good  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity. 


FREE    A  C°Py  °l  the   Brethren's   Almanac  will 

be  given  free  to  each   paid-up  subscription 

for  1897.     All  new  subscribers  get  the  paper  free 
the  remainder  of  this  year,  including  the  Almanac. 

If  you  have  not  seen  our  Sunday  school  helps, 
send  for  sample  copies,  and  give  them  a  trial. 
Our  friends  say  they  are  among  the  best  published. 
Our  Quarterlies  certainly  deserve  a  wide  circula- 
tion. 

Bro.  W.  A.  Gaunt  writes  us  that  twenty-two 
have  been  added  to  the  church  at  Elk  Lick,  Pa., 
as  the  outcome  of  their  series  of  meetings  com- 
menced Oct.  11,  and  conducted  by  Bro.  D.  F. 
Stouffer. 


Bro.  Daniel  Snell  writes  us  that  he  has  just 
closed  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  with  fourteen  additions  by 
confession  and  baptism,  and  others  seemingly  near 
the  kingdom. 

■  Bro.  G.  N.  Falkenstein  writes  us  that  our  friend, 
Mr.  J.  Z.  Davis,  who  had  arranged  to  erect  a  com- 
modious church  edifice  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  and 
present  it  to  the  Brotherhood,  closed  his  eyes  in 
death  a  few  days  ago.  He  died  very  suddenly. 
We  are  not  informed  to  what  extent  Mr.  Davis' 
death  will  affect  the  proposed  building. 

At  this  time  we  are  not  able  to  name  all  the 
mission  points  that  our  people  have  -opened  in 
the  United  States.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  ex- 
tend from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other, 
and  reach  as  far  south  as  Florida.  While  more 
points  are  to  be  opened,  permit  us  to  urge  our 
Brethren  to  push  the  work  in  every  direction,  for 
the  time  is  here  when  we  should  have  a  number  of 
churches  in  each  State,  and  we  can  have  them  if 
we  only  do  our  part. 


^TCast  August  an  isolated  sister,  living  on  the 
Blue  Ridge  Mountains,  Virginia,  invited  the  Breth- 
ren to  come  to  that  place  and  hold  some  meet- 
ings. They  did  so,  and  now  report  fourteen  ap- 
plicants for  membership,  twelve  of  whom  have 
already  been  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism. 

Our  next  Annual  Conference  is  looked  forward 
to  with  a  good  deal  of  interest.  The  meeting  is 
expected  to  do  some  important  work  in  the  mis- 
sionary and  Sunday  school  lines.  Our  Annual 
Meeting  is  devoting  a  great  deal  of  time  to  mis- 
sion work  in  various  ways.  The  coming  Confer- 
ence is  to  be  held  in  Frederick,  Md.,  commenemtr 
on  Tuesday,  June  8.  We  hope  to  have  »  gra'aV- 
meeting,  one  where  the  power  of  God  may  be  felt 
and  seen  among  his  people. 


pla 


This  issue  af  the  Gospel  Messenger  1 
be  "  out  of  date,"  inasmuch  as  the  entir 
contains  solid  doctrinal  matter  which  is 
the  whole  year  round.  The  General  Missionary 
and  Tract  Committee  has  10,000  copies  of  this 
issue  for  free  distribution.  Order  what  you  can 
use  advantageously  between  now  and  the  Holi- 
days. Address  all  orders  for  free  distribution  of 
doctrinal  Gospel  Messenger  to  General  Missionary 
and  Tract  Committee,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 


There  are  many  Brethren  churches  near  the 
Atlantic,  in  the  East,  and  also  a  number  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  We  have  several  bodies  of  members 
in  Florida,  Alabama,  Louisiana  and  Texas,  as  well 
as  a  few  churches  in  North  Dakota,  within  a  few 
miles  of  British  America.  But  our  churches 
should  extend  still  farther.  By  all  means  should 
we  send  several  good  missionaries  into  Canada. 
With  proper  efforts  we  might  have  a  number  of 
churches  in  Canada  in  a  very  short  time.  Come 
brethren,  let  us  open  up  a 
this  part  of  the  Nerthl 


tission  points  i 


This  issue  of  the  Messenger  will  go  into  the 
hands  of  thousands  who  are  not  now  taking  the 
paper,  and  many  of  them  have  never  before  seen 
it.  We  trust  they  will  give  all  the  articles  a  careful 
reading,  for  they  treat  different  subjects,  and  were 
prepared  on  purpose  for  this  number.  Those  who 
read  these  articles  may  form  a  very  correct  idea 
of  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Brethren  church. 
It  would  also  afford  us  pleasure  to  have  each  of 
you  order  the  Messenger  sent  to  your  address  the 
coming  year.  Price  of  the  paper  from  now  to 
Jan.  1,  1898,  81.50,  and  a  copy  of  the  Brethren's 
Almanac  for  1897  free  with  each  paid-up  sub- 
scription. 

The  reports  from  all  of  our  mission  points  in 
foreign  lands  are  encouraging.  The  work  in  Den- 
mark and  Sweden  is  prospering  probably  as  well 
as  could  be  expected.  We  have  several  churches 
in  that  part  of  Europe.  The  mission  in  Smyrna, 
Asia  Minor,  is  more  prosperous  than  we  had  ex- 
pected it  would  be  when  the  work  first  commenced. 
A  number  have  been  baptized,  and  the  Orphanage 
has  been  opened,  with  indications  of  great  good 
resulting  therefrom.  A  good  foundation  for  the 
cause  is  being  laid  at  Bulsar,  India,  and  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  we  may  look  for  the  fruits 
of  this  mission.  It  will  probably  not  be  long  un- 
til we  will  have  missions  extending  around  the 
world, 
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Our  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
has  done  a  grand  work  for  the  cause  of  primitive 
Christianity.  It  is  steadily  growing  in  strength 
and  efficiency,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
may  be  able  to  encourage  and  aid  in  the  work  of 

hundred  mission  points.  It  has  already  aided 
in  the  construction  of  nearly  one  hundred  houses 
of  worship,  besides  supporting  a  number  of  mis- 
sions and  partly  supporting  others.  It  has  also 
distributed  millions  of  pages  of  good  tracts,  set- 
ting forth  the  doctrines  of  the  church  in  a  clear 
and  forcible  manner.  This  is  one  of  the  growing 
institutions  of  the  land  and  is  destined  to  wield  a 
wonderful  influence  for  good  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  at  no  distant  day.  Do  not  fail  to  send  to 
the  Committee  for  a  list  of  these  excellent  tracts. 
Address,  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Commit- 
tee, Mt.  Morris,  111. 


YOUR  VERY  BEST  THOUQHTS. 


1  time  to 
25,  and 


We  want  to  mail  our  Christmas  issue 
reach  all  of  our  readers  by  Friday,  Di 
wish  to  fill  that  paper  with  the  very  best  matter 
we  can  procure,  but  everything  must  be  short,  and 
to  the  point.  If  any  of  our  readers  have  anything 
good  they  would  like  to  say  in  that  issue,  let  us 
have  it.  Write  what  you  think  would  prove  in- 
teresting reading  for  Christmas,  and  give  us  only 
your  best  thoughts.  Write  on  one  side  of  the  pa- 
per only,  use  pen  and  ink  instead  of  a  pencil,  and 
see  that  your  communication  reaches  our  office 
not  later  than  Dec.  10.  As  remarked,  everything 
sent  for  this  issue  must  be  short,  and  no  one  will 
be  allowed  over  three  hundred  words.  We  will 
not  feel  under  obligations  to  publish  anything  con- 
taining more  than  that  number  of  words.  Now, 
here  is  a  chance  for  about  two  hundred  persons 
to  say  something  real  good,  short,  and  to  the 
po 


nt. 


WHERE  IS  THE  MERIT? 


his  death,  Jesus  merited  our  salvation — he  pur- 
chased and  paid  for  it  in  full — leaving  nothing 
whatever  for  us  to  pay.  He  now  tenders  this  sal- 
vation to  every  child  of  Adam  as  a  free  and  abso- 
lutely unencumbered  gift.  He  simply  asks  us,  as 
a  favor,  to  place  ourselves  in  a  condition  to  receive 
it. 

This  gift,  or  favor,  or  blessing,  or  grace,  comes 
to  us  in  two  parts.  First,  the  pardon  of  all  past 
sins.  Second,  eternal  life  and  happiness  in  the 
world  to  come.  It  is  through  him,  and  by  him, 
that  all  this  is  secured.  In  order  that  our  sins  may 
be  pardoned,  he  asks  us  to  believe  on  his  name, 
repent  of  our  sins  and  submit  to  Christian  baptism 
into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  By  doing  these  things  we 
will  come  within  reach  of  the  blessing  promised, 
but  the  price  of  this  blessing  he  has  paid  with  his 
own  blood,  while  we  receive  it  as  a  ftee,  unmerited 
gift.  Of  us  it  can  then  well  be  said,  "  By  grace  are 
ye  saved." 

The  second  part,  or  salvation  in  heaven,  is  prom- 
ised solely  to  those  who  remain  faithful  until 
death.  And  in  order  that  faithfulness  may  rest 
upon  a  proper  basis,  certain  duties  are  set  forth, 
with  which  every  Christian  is  required  to  comply. 
And  while  there  is  no  merit  attached  to  the  per- 
formance of  any  of  these  duties,  still  they  test  the 
loyalty  of  those  to  whom  the  blessing  of  eternal 
life  has  been  promised.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind 
that  Jesus  "became  the  author  of  eternal  salvation 
unto  all  them  that  obey  him."  Heb.  5:  9.  Christ 
has  provided  eternal  life  for  all,  yet  he  intends  to 
bestow  it  upon  those  alone  who  obey  him.  It 
thus  becomes  a  free  gift  to  the  obedient,  not  that 
it  is  merited,  but  because  it  is  of  grace  to  all,  who, 
by  faith  and  obedience,  place  themselves  within 
reach  of  it.  ^^^^___  J-  »•  "• 

THE  CONFORMITY  OF  TRANSFORMATION. 


Ordinances  are  in  no  sense  meritorious.  That 
is,  they  possess  no  purchasing  or  earning  power. 
There  is  nothing  in  an  ordinance  serving  as  an 
equivalent  for  a  blessing  received.  We  merit  a 
thing  only  when  we  earn  it,  or  in  some  way  render 
a  service  that  is  its  equivalent.  The  soldier  who 
defends  his  country  in  battle,  and  endures  the 
hardships  of  a  military  life,  is  said  to  merit  his  pay 
as  well  as  the  bounty  offered  by  his  government. 
His  children  may  share  with  him  in  these  bless- 
ings, but  they  do  not  merit  them. 

Our  merit  is  in  Christ,  who  has  paid  the  pur- 
chasing price  of  our  salvation,  "  which  he  pur- 
chased with  his  own  blood."  Acts  20:  19.  By 
his  death  upon  the  cross  he  paid  the  price  of  our 
eternal  redemption— cancelled  the  debt  which 
Adam  transmitted,  and  set  the  human  race  free 
from  the  penalty  of  the  sin  resting  upon  us  because 
of  Adam's  transgression.  While  we  may  affirm 
that  ordinances  are  in  no  sense  meritorious,  it  is 
not  to  be  understood  that  obeying  them  is  not 
essential  to  the  blessings  promised.  Naaman  was 
told  to  dip  himself  in  Jordan  seven  times  and  he 
should  be  healed  of  the  leprosy.  The  act  was 
performed  and  the  blessing  immediately  followed. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  act  which  entitled  Naa- 
man to  the  blessing,  nevertheless  the  blessing 
was  received.  The  blessing  was  a  free  gift  from 
the  Lord,  unmerited  in  any  sense  whatever.  While 
Naaman  did  just  as  he  was  commanded,  still  there 
was  no  purchasing  or  earning  power  in  the  act. 
No  equivalent  was  rendered  for  the  benefit  re- 
ceived. Naaman,  by  his  obedience,  simply  placed 
himself  in  a  condition  to  receive  the  blessing 
promised. 

In  the  salvation  of  the  human  family  Jesus  set- 
tled the  account.  It  was  his  death  upon  the  cross 
that   paid   the   debt.     He   therefore   purchased   us 


"Be  not  conformed  to  this  world:  but  be  ye  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  your  mind,  that  ye  may  prove  what  is  that 
good,  and  acceptable,  and  perfect  will  of  God."— Rom.  12:  2. 

Conformed:  To  make  like  a  model  or  a  stand- 
ard, to  make  of  the  same  form  or  character,  to 
bring  into  harmony  or  agreement.  We  conform  to 
a  fashion  or  a  custom  by  following  it.  We  obey 
commandments  and  thus  conform  to  laws.  We  ac- 
cept doctrines  and  by  obedience  to  the  injunctions 
set  forth  in  them  conform  to  their  teachings. 

In  referring  to  the  word  conformed,  Dr.  Barnes 
says:  "The  word  rendered  conformed  here  prop- 
erly means,  to  put  on  the  form,  fashion  or  appear- 
ance of  another.  It  may  refer  to  anything  pertain- 
ing to  the  habit,  manners,  dress,  style  of  living, 
etc.,  of  another." 

Dr.  Clarke,  the  eminent  Methodist  commentator 

has  this  to  say  on  the  subject:  "  By  this  world  may 

be   understood   that   present    state   of  things,    the 

customs,   the   fashions    of    the    people   who   then 

lived— the  Gentiles  particularly  who  had  neither 

the  power  or  the   form   of  godliness.    The  world 

that  now  is,  the  present  state  of  things,  is  as  much 

opposed   to   the   spirit  of  genuine  Christianity  as 

.t.  \a  t-i^n  «/a«      Pride   luxurv.  vanity,  extrav- 

the  world  then  was.     rriuc,  iuAuiy,   v»>    /, 

agance  in  dress  and  riotous  living,  prevail  now  as 
they  did  then,  and  are  unworthy  of  a  Christian  pur- 
suit because  they  are  injurious  to  his  soul,  and  hate- 
ful in  the  sight  of  God." 

The  teaching  of  the  Scripture  quoted  above  is 
that  by  transformation;  we  are  "to  be  conformed 
to  the  image  of  his  Son."  Rom.  8:  29.  The  word 
transformed  is  the  very  strongest  that  could  have 
been  used.  It  has  the  full  meaning  of  the  original 
word  "metamorphose."  It  means  a  full  and  com- 
plete change  of  the  nature,  character  and  disposi- 
tion. It  is  being  born  again  and  becoming  a  new 
creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  The  renewed  mind  and 
changed  heart  will  be  made  manifest  in  all  the 


with  his  own  precious  blood.     In  him,  and  by  him,    changed  neart  w  a  m, _» -~~ 
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plete  conformity  to  the  "  good,  and  acceptable,  and 
perfect  will  of  God."  Transformed,  says  a  noted 
Presbyterian  writer  and  commentator  "  properly  re- 
fers to  the  external  appearance,  but  the  expression 
which  the  apostle  immediately  uses,  'renewing 
the  mind,'  shows  that  he  did  not  intend  to  use  it 
only  in  reference  to  that,  but  to  the  change  of  the 
whole  man.  The  meaning  is,  do  not  cherish  a  spir- 
it devoted  to  the  world,  following  its  vain  fashions 
and  pleasures,  but  cultivate  a  spirit  attached  to  his 
kingdom  and  cause." 

The  New  Baptist  Commentary,  the  culmination 
of  the  scholarship  of  the  Baptist  church,  says: 
"Would  that  Chtistians  and  churches  in  this  day 
and  age  of  worldly  conformity  might  heed  this 
warning  voice  of  the  apostle,  and  thus  be  saved 
from  the  evil,  which,  more  than  any  other,  is 
eating  out  their  spiritual  life  and  power  and  which 
thus  mars  their  power  for  good,  making  them  ap- 
pear so  unlike  the  followers  of  the  meek  and  low- 
ly Savior.  Would  that  Christian  men  might  lay 
aside  all  pernicious  habits  and  worldly  ostenta- 
tions, and  that  Christian  women  might  hang  their 
jewelry  and  needless  ornaments  on  the  Savior's 
rugged,  bleeding  crossl  This  vain  glory  of  life  is 
unbecoming  to  a  Christian  and  must  be  offensive 
to  our  Heavenly  Father." 

But  this  conformity  by  transformation  means  a 
great  deal  more  than  to  have  only  the  form  of  a 
certain  order.  It  means  the  conformity  to  the  Gos- 
pel rule  of  plain  dressing  and  plain  living,  and  it 
means  a  thousand  times  more.  It  is  true  that  the 
dress  does  not  make  our  religion,  and  it  is  equally 
true  that  our  religion  will  make,  or  modify,  our 
dress.  But  we  must  be  careful  not  to  take  the 
form  for  the  substance.  Some  have  done  this  and 
are  cold,  dead  formalists.  They  know  not  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation. 

The  Pharisees  were  the  great  formalists  and 
conformers  in  the  time  of  Christ.  They  were  beau- 
tiful to  look  upon,  but  inside  were  foul  and  cor- 
rupt. They  had  not  been  transformed,  and  no 
other  class  of  people  did  the  Master  so  severely 
condemn  as  the  broad-phylactericd  Pharisee  who 
tithed  the  "mint  and  anise  and  cummin,  and  omit- 
ted the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment, 
mercy  and  faith."  They  stood  exactly  on  the 
same  ground  as  stand  those,  who,  having  a  form 
of  godliness,  deny,  by  their  lives  and  actions,"  the 
power  thereof. 

Conformity  to  this  world  is  the  sinner's  normal 
condition.  He  is  of  the  world,  belongs  to  the 
world  and  conforms  to  its  laws,  customs  and  fash- 
ions. Conformity,  by  transformation,  to  the  per- 
fect will  of  God  is  the  normal  condition  of  all 
who  are  born  of  God.  The  transformed,  God-born 
child  will  not,  cannot,  conform  to  this  world.  His 
Master,  whom  he  lives  to  serve,  is  not  of  this 
world.  The  world  put  him  to  open  shame  and 
crucified  him.  The  world  is  at  enmity  with  the 
Christian's  Master.  The  child  of  God  has  come 
out  of  and  renounced  the  world,  and  there  can  be 
no  affinity  between  the  world  and  the  Christian. 
Then,  too,  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  in  the  hearts  of 
God's  children,  and  reproves  the  world  of  sin.  The 
line  is  clearly  drawn.  It  is,  for  the  Christian,  con- 
formity by  transformation  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
non-conformity  to  the  world. 

He  that  is  conformed  to  the  world  receives 
what  the  world  has  to  give,— the  lusts  of  the 
flesh,  the  pride  of  life  and  the  pleasures  of  sin  for 
a  season,  and  in  the  end  death  which  is  the  wages 
of  sin.  He  that  is  conformed  to  Christ  receives 
what  Christ  has  to  give,— love,  joy,  peace,  gentle- 
ness, goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance  and, 
in  the  end,  eternal  life.  "  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man,  the  things  that  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  him.  But  God  hath  revealed  them 
ndcom-    to  us  by  his  Spirit."  D.  L.  m. 
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CHRISTIAN  PIETY. 

In  treating  this  subject  we  use  the  word  Chris- 
tian in  connection  with  piety,  because  we  are  ac- 
customed to  look  at  it  as  if  there  were  different 
kinds  of  piety.  In  a  Biblical  sense  this  is  not  so. 
To  be  pious  is  to  be  godly  or  godlike, — to  have 
reverence  for  God  and  his  will,  to  love,  adore  and 
obey.  Take  away  these  elements  and  the  quality 
that  is  termed  piety  is  also  gone.  There  may  be 
degrees  in  piety,  some  having  more  of  it  than  oth- 
ers, but  in  kind  there  is  no  difference. 

About  this  subject,  many  of  us  entertain  wrong 
views.  We  think  of  it  as  being  something  different 
and  distinct  from  the  lives  we  live.  It  is  a  kind  of 
an  ideal  life  that  we  admire,  but  feel' that  it  is  too 
sacred  for  us  to  make  it  real  in  our  every-day  life. 
We  look  at  it  and  esteem  it  much  as  many  people 
do  their  family  Bibles.  They  are  so  nice  and  fine, 
that,  to  use  them,  would  mar  their  beauty  and  unfit 
them  for  the  place  we  allot  to  them  on  the  center 
or  parlor  table. 

Now,  what  we  want  to  do,  is  to  so  blend  together 
our  dual  lives  that  we  can  live  them  as  one  life.  To 
do  this,  we  must  bring  up  our  practical,  every- 
day life  to  a  higher  standard,  and  then  so  modify 
our  ideal  life  that  the  two  can  meet  and  be  so 
blended  together  as  to  enable  us  to  live  them  before 
the  world. 

True  piety  is  not  a  something  that  we  can  put  on 
for  special  occasions,  as  we  do  our  best  clothes. 
Some  people,  smilingly,  don't  have  much  or  do 
much  religion,  only  after  washing  themselves  and 
putting  on  their  Sunday  clothes.  Or,  in  other 
words,  they  lay  aside  their  piety  when  they  go  to 
work  or  to  their  business,  to  be  taken  up  again  on 
Sunday  morning,  or  on  going  to  religious  services. 
It  is  practically  living  the  dual  life,— the  real  ev- 
ery-day life  and  the  ideal  life,  the  life  that  we  feel 
we  ought  to  live. 

This  is  not  Christian  piety, — it  is  not  piety  at  all. 
The  man  or  woman  who  has  been  born  into  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  enters  a  new  life.  In  this  life 
he  is  to  abide  and  grow.  It  is  impossible  to  again 
take  up,  for  part  of  the  time,  the  old  life,  and  for 
the  remainder  of  the  time,  live  the  new  life.  The 
pious  life  must  be  our  daily  and  every-day  life,  and 
there  is  no  time  when  this  life  shines  more  bright- 
ly than  when  we  lived  in  our  homes,  with  our  fam- 
ilies, among  our  associates  and  neighbors,— ia  the 
field,  the  shop,  or  the  place  of  merchandise. 

To  this  we  all  assent,  because  we  say  it  is  true 
and  right.  Yet  too  many  of  us  think  we  cannot  do 
it.  We  say,  by  our  actions,  if  not  by  words,  that  it 
is  hard  to  live  a  pious  life  in  the  midst  of  house- 
hold duties  and  the  heat  and  rush  of  every-day 
life.  This  is  all  a  mistaken  idea,  and  is  developed 
through  the  force  of  wrong  habits.  Those  who 
begin  the  day  with  family  worship,  and  by  com- 
mitting their  ways  for  the  day,  to  the  Lord,  will  ac- 
complish more  and  enjoy  more,  a  hundredfold, 
than  those  who  start  out  without  Divine  Help  and 
the  Strong  Arm  upon  which  to  lean. 

The  pious  life  is  a  life  of  reverence  for  God  and 
for  his  love.  It  proves  to  be  a  benediction  on  ev- 
ery act  we  do,  on  every  step  we  take.  Instead  of 
being  loud,  threatening  and  harsh  in  the  home,  with 
the  children  and  the  help,  there  will  be  a  reign  of 
love  and  peace.  The  home  arrangements  and  work 
will  move  off  and  work  as  quietly  as  machinery 
well  oiled.  Everything  will  be  on  time  and  in 
place,— as  smoothly  and  quietly  as  the  dews  fall 
upon  Hermon,  and  distill  on  the  growing  blade 
and  bursting  flower,  and  as  sweetly  as  was  the  odor 
that  came  from  the  oil  that  ran  down  over  Aaron's 
beard. 

Now,  after  all,  this  is  not  a  hard  life  to  live.  In- 
deed, it  is  easy;  it  is  blessed.  While  it  is  right, 
that  we  should  labor  and  provide  the  necessary 
things  of  life,  there  is  no  need  for  the  hurry,  push 


and  even  travail  that  many  show  and  make.  The 
Lord  never  intended  that  we  should  so  lose  our 
heads  in  the  pursuit  of  our  business  as  to  forget 
that  we  are  the  children  of  a  Heavenly  King,  who 
will  provide  and  care  for  us  if  we  live  aright  and 
put  our  trust  in  him.  To  enter  the  realms  of  the 
pious  family,  a  feeling  of  peace  and  rest  comes  to 
you.  It  is  the  beginning  of  heaven  on  earth,  and 
we  should  not  wonder  at  this,  because  it  is  a  home 
where  the  Lord  is.  Around  it  are  strong  fortifica- 
tions, and  within  is  the  All-Power.  A  home  like 
this  does  not  need  to  neglect  any  of  the  common 
duties  of  life.  There  are  the  pleasant  home  associa- 
tions and  the  things  that  tend  to  make  life  real  and 
worth  living.  The  members  thereof  sleep,  eat, 
plow  and  sow, — go  to  their  shops  and  places  of 
business  and  follow  their  daily  vocations  the  same 
as  other  people,  but  Chey  do  it  in  a  better  way  and 
with  a  better  spirit,  because  of  the  heavenly  moni- 
tor within. 

On  the  other  hand,  take  the  family  that  does  not 
have  the  time  to  be  pious,— to  wait  on  the  Lord 
and  command  his  grace,— and  see  what  a  difference 
will  be  found.  Have  you  been  in  homes  of  this 
kind, — where  all  is  hurry,  loud  and  harsh  words, 
where  all  are  out  of  humor,  and  everything,  seem- 
ingly, is  going  wrong? 

Instead  of  enjoying  a  call  at  such  a  home,  you 
feel  that  you  are  in  the  way,  and  want  to  get  away 
as  soon  as  possible.  How  are  you  impressed?  If 
you  wish  to  find  piety  in  such  homes  you  must 
wait  for  Sunday  or  special  occasions.  This  is  all 
wrong.  It  is  not  Christianity.  It  is  downright 
sacrilege.  It  is  robbing  God  both  of  your  time 
and  influence.  What  we  want,  what  we  need,  is 
to  get  more  good  into  our  home  and  every-day 
life,  and  to  do  this  we  must  more  fully  consecrate 
our  lives  to  the  works  of  the  Christ-life.      h.  b.  b. 


•ESSAYS 


CHRISTIAN  QREBTINQ. 
BY  S.  2.  SHARP. 
THE  DEFINITION. 

'Greeting"  is  defined  as  a  formal  salutation  on 
eting  a  person,  or  by  message  or  letter.  Its  pri- 
ry  idea  is  the  same  as  that  conveyed  by  the 
term  "peace."  1  Sam.  10:  3,  4  and  25:  5,  6.  The 
greeting  of  the  messengers  sent  by  Moses  to  King 
Sihon,  Deut.  2:  26,  was  that  of  peace.  The  greet- 
ing which  the  Savior  enjoined  upon  his  disciples 
was  this:  "Into  whatever  house  ye  enter,  first  say, 
'  Peace  be  to  this  house.'  " 

In  harmony  with  the  above  we  find  the  greetings 
in  the  epistolary  writings  of  Paul,  Peter  and  John, 
to  be,  "  Peace  be  to  the  brethren,"  etc.  The  crown- 
ing Christian  greeting  ever  heard  on  earth  was 
doubtless  that  from  Christ  himself,  after  his  resur- 
rection, when  he  suddenly  appeared  unto  his  dis- 
ciples and  said,  "Peace  be  unto  you."  Luke  24: 
36;  John  20:  19,  26.  We  think  this  is  sufficient  to 
settle  the  meaning  ot  the  term. 

THE  FORM  OF  SALUTATION. 

The  greeting  of  a  stranger  or  one  not  closely  re- 
lated, was  usually  verbal,  as  illustrated  in  the  first 
examples  mentioned  above.  The  greeting  of  a  su- 
perior by  an  inferior  was  attended  with  bowing  by 
the  inferior  as  in  case  of  Abraham  greeting  the 
three  heavenly  messengers.     Gen.  18:  2,  3. 

When  the  usual  form  of  salutation  could  not  be 
observed,  because  of  the  distance  of  persons  apart, 
it  was  sometimes  done  in  writing,  as  in  Col.  4:  18; 
2  Thess.  3:  17.  "The  salutation  of  Paul  with  mine 
own  hand,  which  is  the  token  in  every  epistle." 

In  the  patriarchal  dispensation,  among  relatives, 
the  salutation  was  accompanied  by  a  kiss,  as  in 
case  of  Jacob  and  Laban,  Gen.  29:  13,  Joseph  and 
his  father,  Gen.  50:  I,  Moses  and  his  father  in  law 
Ex.  18:  7. 


In  the  Christian  dispensation  the  salutation 
companied  by  a  kiss,  was  extended  beyond  the  ci 
cle  of  relatives,  even  to  all  the  brethren  in  Christ 
2  Thess.  5:  26.     "  Greet  all  the  brethren  with  a  holv 
kiss."    This  is  simply  a  slight  touch  of  the  lips  j„ 
addition  to  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

THE  PURPOSE. 

From  what  has  been  said  of  the  meaning  of  a  sal- 
utation and  especially  from  the  words  of  Christ 
used  when  he  greeted  his  disciples,  we  learn  that 
one  of  the  purposes  of  greeting  was  to  give  an  as- 
surance of  peace  between  two  or  more  persons  and 
thus  open  the  way  for  a  further  communication; 
but  what  is  known  as  Christian  greeting  has  a  deep- 
er meaning.  It  is  accompanied  by  the  holy  kiss 
Rom.  16:  16;  1  Cor.  16:  20;  2  Cor.  13:  12;  1  Thess. 
5:26,  or  the  kiss  of  charity  or  love  (R.  V.),  1  Pet. 
5:  14.  It  is  the  outward  manifestation  of  a  relig- 
ious feeling.  The  Lord  has  seen  fit  to  illustrate 
certain  principles  and  facts,— the  inner  or  spiritual 
cleansing  by  an  outward  washing  of  the  body,  or 
baptism;  humility  by  the  washing  of  a  brother's 
feet;  the  reunion  of  all  the  saints  by  a  feast  of  love; 
the  commemorating  of  the  Lord's  death  by  the  use 
of  bread  and  wine;  divine  love  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Christ's  family  by  the  salutation  of  the  kiss 
of  love.  Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  design  of 
baptism,  or  of  feet-washing,  the  purpose  of  the 
"kiss  of  love"  is  never  questioned.  It  is  the  uni- 
versal and  legitimate  form  of  expressing  love,  and 
here  expresses  that  divine  love  which  only  Chris- 
tians can  express.  It  is  to  be  a  public  act,  as  well 
as  private.  "  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are 
my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another."  John  13:  35. 
It  is  one  of  the  means  by  which  Christians  may  let 
their  light  shine  before  men.  He  that  walketh  in 
darkness  and  has  not  his  soul  illuminated  by  the 
love  of  God  can  not  truly  love  God's  children,  and 
to  him  this  mode  of  Christian  greeting  is  a  cross, 
but  he  who  is  filled  with  the  love  of  God  feels 
pressed  to  salute  his  brother  with  a  kiss,  as  certain- 
ly as  an  affectionate  mother  feels  to  kiss  her  babe. 

It  is  a  purpose  of  Christian  greeting    to    obey   the    1 

will   of   God.     Those   who    lay   great'  stress   upon(' 
obeying   the   commands,   found   in    the   epistolary 
writings,  will  find  that  it  is  commanded  five  times 
to  salute  one  another  with  a  kiss. 
McPhtrson,  Kans. 


WAR,  AND  THE  ART  OP  WAR  UNCHRISTIAN. 

BY  JAS.  A.  SELL. 

"O,  war  is  cruel-hearted  I  ay,  the  man 
That  in  the  private  walks  of  life  was  kind, 
Even  to  the  nursing  mother's  tender  fears; — 
Who  started  at  a  funeral  knell  and  walked 
With  slow,  sad  step,  and  sympathizing  eye, 
When  the  hearse  passed  with  one  he  never  knew,— 
Why  he,  when  war's  stern  strength  was  on  his  soul 
Will  stalk  in  apathy  o'er  slaughtered  friends, 
Counting  the  dead  and  dying  as  their  loss 
Was  all  computed  in  the  numbers  slain." 
War  has  its  origin  in  the  lowest  and  basest  pas- 
sions   of   human    nature,  or  in  the   prostitution  or 
misapplication    of  some  of  the   nobler   or  higher 
traits   that  prompt    to    action, — such   as     courage, 
love  of  country,   daring  and  the  approval  of  their 
fellow  men.     The  art  of  war  has  come  down  to  us 
from  remote  antiquity,  painted   in  glowing  colors, 
and  both  history  and  fiction  hold  it  up  as  the  no- 
blest  employment   of   mankind.     Our  impressions 
of  war  are  received  in  the  school  of  uncivilized  an- 
tiquity.    Its   horrors,   barbarity   and    evil  are   con- 
cealed by  its  dazzling  ornaments,  its  measured  and 
graceful   steps  and    exciting    music.     Impressions 
are  made,  in  reading  or  hearing,  relating  the  cour- 
age, daring  deeds  and  great  exploits  of  some  con- 
queror who  marshalled  a  mighty  army  and  marched 
through    fields    of   conflict  to  great  victories.     AH 
this  excites  the  mind  and  makes  impressions  which 
are  hard  to  remove. 

To  bring  war  to  an  end  is  one  of  the  purposes  of 
Christianity.  Christ  was  predicted  as  the  "  Prince 
of  Peace"  and  the  ultimatum  of  his  kingdom  is, 
that    "nation  shall  not   lift   up   sword  against 


tion,  neither  shall  they  learn  war  any 


Isa. 


4-     There  are  means  more  humane  and  Christian- 
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like  to  settle  disputes  than  an  appeal  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  arms.  As  Christianity  is  disseminated 
in  the  world,  wars  are  becoming  less  frequent.  If 
all  the  ministers  of  Christ  were  to  learn  more  of 
him  and  less  in  the  school  of  barbarism,  and  preach 
of  his  love,  which  is  the  life  and  essence  of  his  re- 
]i<rion,  wars  would  cease  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
There  is  no  pen,  however  ready,  no  orator,  however 
eloquent,  no  poet,  however  gifted,  who  is  able  to 
exaggerate  the  horrors  of  war.  It  is  simply  hell 
let  loose.  When  this  is  contrasted  with  the  meek, 
gentle,  kind  and  forgiving  spirit  of  our  holy  and 
beloved  Christianity,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  rec- 
oncile it  with  the  spirit  or  practice  of  war. 

In  olden  times  war  was  permitted  and  nations 
were  assisted  in  their  warfares.  And  some  of  the 
Lord's  servants  were  notorious  warriors.  All  this 
is  true.  But  what  was  permitted  then  is  not  now. 
We  have  passed  from  a  dispensation  of  law  to  one 
of  "  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards  men." 

"The  law  and  the  prophets  were  until  John:  since 
that  time  the  kingdom  of  God  is  preached,  and 
every  man  presseth  into  it."  Luke  16:  16.  "Where- 
fore the  law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto 
Christ,  that  we  might  be  justified  by  faith.  But 
after  that  faith  is  come,  we  are  no  longer  under  a 
schoolmaster,"  Gal.  3:  24,  25.  "Ye  have  heard  that 
it  hath  been  said,  An  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for 
a  tooth:  But  I  say  unto  you,  That  ye  resist  not  evil: 
but  whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the  right  cheek, 
turn  to  him  the  other  also."     Matt.  5:  38. 

Paul  tells  us  that  as  there  was  a  "  change  in  the 
priesthood,  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  change  of 
the  law." 

From  the  above  quotations  it  is  clear  that  we 
cannot  go  to  the  old  law  to  justify  the  art  of  war, 
and  as  we  turn  to  the  new  law, — the  Gospel, — the 
whole  tenor  and  spirit  is  that  of  peace.  To  quote 
all  the  texts  from  the  New  Testament,  which  in- 
culcate the  doctrine  of  peace,  would  be  to  transcribe 
a  very  considerable  portion  of  it.  The  Savior  and 
ihis  apostles  cannot  be  referred  to  in  justification  of 
Vhe  art  of  war.  They  never,  in  word  or  deed,  re- 
sorted to  violence  to  defend  either  themselves  or 
their  religion. 

As  the  object  of  the  Gospel  is  to  lift  up  our 
fallen  and  degraded  race,  and  it  would  be  very  in- 
consistent for  man,  bound  by  the  ties, — golden 
ties, — of  brotherhood  in  Christ  Jesus  to  meet  each 
other  in  the  bloody  conflict,  where  the  basest  pas- 
sions of  their  unregenerate  nature  are  appealed  to 
and  called  into  exercise,  and  where  love,  sympathy 
and  charity,  and  many  other  of  the  noblest  graces 
that  adorn  the  Christian  character,  are  all  laid  aside. 

Christianity  is  opposed  to  war.  Its  precepts  can 
not  be  carried  out  in  warfare.  It  says,  "  Resist  not 
evil."  War  says:  "Avenge  the  evil."  Christianity 
says:  "  Love  your  enemies."  War  says:  "  Kill  your 
enemy."  Christianity  says:  "If  thine  enemy  hun- 
ger feed  him."  War  says:  "  Drive  out  the  enemy 
and  possess  the  land." 

Mankind  have  within  them  the  passions  of  a 
brute  and  the  attributes  of  an  angel.  Good  and 
evil  are  strangely  blended  together  in  the  same 
heart.  Christianity  seeks  to  elevate  society  by 
calling  into  exercise  all  the  noblest  and  best  feel- 
ings that  man  is  capable  of.  War  degrades  so- 
ciety in  many  ways.  It  appeals  to  the  brutish  pas- 
sions. It  injures  the  moral  feelings  of  a  people. 
Crimes  of  all  kinds  follow  in  the  path  of  war.  It 
sets  up  a  false  standard  by  which  to  estimate  char- 
acter. The  victor  of  a  battle  is  looked  up  to  as  a 
great  and  good  man  and  his  name  is  lauded  to  the 
skies,  regardless  of  the  vices  and  even  crimes  of 
his  private  life. 

Military  courage  was,  by  the  ancients,  made  one 
°f  the  first  and  greatest  of  virtues.  One  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  their  creed  was,  that  a  man  dying  on  the 
field  of  battle  was  transported  to  the  hall  of  their 
G°d  Odin,  where,  in  a  fancied  Paradise,  he  was  to 
forever  quaff  delicious  draughts  from  the  skulls  of 
n's  enemies.  This  delusion  was  so  ingrained  into 
'heir  mind  that  it  was  thought  to  be  a  calamity  to 
dle  of  disease  or  old  age.  Thus  we  have  been  edu- 
ced and  the  lessons  are  hard  to  unlearn. 

McKeeS  Gap,  Pa. 


LET  THE  SICK  CALL  FOR  THE  ELDERS.-THE 
ANOlNTINd. 

BV  W.  R.  DEETER. 

"  Is  any  sick  among  you?  let  him  call  for  the  elders  of  the 
church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anointing  him  with  oil 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord:  And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  save 
the  sick,  and  the  Lord  will  raise  him  up;  and  if  he  have  com- 
mitted sins,  they  shall  be  forgiven  him." — James  5:  14,  15. 

We  have  many  instances  of  anointing  in  the  Old 
Testament,  but  none,  when  sick,  were  anointed. 
It  was  generally  used  where  persons  were  set  apart 
for  some  important  office.  The  administration  of 
this  ordinance  to  the  sick  is  peculiar  to  the  New 
Covenant. 

The  first  instance  we  have  is  in  Mark  6:  13. 
Here  we  are  told,  the  twelve  "cast  out  many  dev- 
ils, and  anointed  with  oil  many  that  were  sick  and 
healed  them." 

We  turn  to  James  5:  14,  15,  and  here  we  have  the 
language  of  our  text.  "Let"  is  used  as  an  auxil- 
iary, and  is  imperative,  the  sense  is  the  same  as 
found  in  1  Cor,  11:28,  "Let  a  man  examine  him- 
self," and  Matt.  26:  46,  "  Rise,  lit  us  be  going." 

There  are  certain  elements  necessary  for  a  proper 
observance  of  this  ordinance: 

1.  The  person  or  subject  must  be  "among  you," 
among  God's  people  and  one  of  them.  James  calls 
them,  "My  brethren."  A  man  may  be  sick  and 
not  be  a  brother.  He  is,  therefore,  not  a  proper 
subject. 

2.  This  brother  must  be  sick.  Our  text  says, 
"  Is  any  sick."  A  well  man  could  not  be  a  proper 
subject,  and  it  would  do  him  no  good. 

The  apostle  does  not  say  very  sick.  Some  per- 
sons have  the  idea  that  a  person  must  be  near 
death,  but  the  apostle  does  not  say  so. 

3.  Elders  cqme  next  in  the  catalogue  of  ele- 
ments. We  do  not  want  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  meaning  of  this  word,  but  will  say,  our  breth- 
ren decided  wisely  when  they  said,  "  ordained  eld- 
ers if  they  can  be  had;  if  not,  then  next  in  office." 

4.  The  next  element  is  the  oil.  We  are  not  told 
what  kind  of  oil.  Olive  oil  is  commonly  used,  and 
it  fills  the  measure  of  the  Word. 

Three  questions  arise  in  about  all  we  undertake 
to  do.  (1)  What  must  I  do?  (2)  How  must  I  do 
it?     (3)  Why  must  I  do  it? 

In  answer  to  the  first  question  the  apostle  says, 
"  Is  any  sick  among  you?  let  him  call  for  the  elders 
of  the  church;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anoint- 
ing him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord."  The 
apostle  does  not  say  they  shall  lay  hands  on  him, 
but  "  pray  over  him."  Mark  6:  5  says,  "  He  laid 
hands  upon  a  few  sick  folk  and  healed  them,  and 
Mark  16:  18  says,  "They  shall  lay  hands  on  the 
sick  and  they  shall  recover." 

2.  How  is  this  ordinance  observed?  In  the  ad- 
ministration of  any  ordinance  it  is  well  to  first 
have  a  season  of  prayer,  as  God  will  be  worshiped 
only  "in  spirit  and  in  truth."  Then  read  James  5: 
14,  15.  The  anointing  is  then  observed  and  hands 
are  laid  upon  the  sick  and  special  prayer  is  made 
for  the  sick,  for  his  recovery,  if  it  is  the  desire  of 
the  sick  to  recover,  for  the  anointing  of  God's 
spirit,  for  the  grace  of  resignation,  and  for  the  par- 
don of  all  his  sins. 

3.  Why  should  we  be  anointed?  Because  (a) 
God  commands  it;  (*)  great  blessings  are  promised 
upon  the  observance  of  it.  "  The  prayer  of  faith 
shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  will  raise  him  up 
and  if  he  have  committed  sins  they  shall  be  for- 
given him."  A  difference  obtains  here  among  even 
our  best  critici,  some  claiming  that  "save,"  and 
"raise  him  up"  means  save  him  and  raise  him  up 
from  his  bed  of  sickness;  while  others  infer  he  will 
be  saved  eternally  and  raised  up  at  the  first  resurrec- 
tion. In  either  case  the  blessing  is  very  great.  It 
is  not  just  so  important  that  we  understand  what 
the  Lord  will  do  for  us  if  we  are  obedient.  If  we 
understand  the  what  and  the  how,  we  can  well  af- 
ford to  leave  the  result  with  the  Lord.  Many  who 
have  been  anointed  have  given  expression  to  the 
great  blessings  experienced  by  them. 

Milford,  Ind. 
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Rewards  of  Obedience Prov.  3:  1-17. 

(Lissom  for  Nov,  99, 1896.) 

Solowon  was  the  greatest  proverb:writer  of  Bi- 
ble history.  We  are  told  that  he  wrote  over  three 
thousand  of  them,  touching  all  the  leading  and  im- 
portant conditions  of  life.  Among  them  we  have 
a  number  of  exhortations  to  obedience  and  the  re- 
wards that  naturally  follow.  Part  of  these  form 
this  lesson. 

The  affectionate  manner  of  address  at  once  takes 
hold  of  the  heart  and  affections,  and  commands 
the  respect  of  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  It 
is  relationship  that  endears  us  to  each  other,  and 
obedience  follows  as  naturally  as  water  follows  the 
downward  mark  made  by  the  toe  in  the  sand. 
Obedience  is  the  outflow  of  a  loving  heart,  and  lov- 
ing hearts  grow  out  of  kind  words  and  endearing 
addresses. 

"  My  son,  forget  not  my  law."  As  a  father 
speaks  to  his  son,  so  come  these  commands  to  us. 
And  the  relationship  of  the  father  to  the  son  is 
such  as  gives  confidence;  and  we  are  made  to  feel 
the  commandment  given  is  for  our  good,  and  not 
for  the  one  who  commands.  He  not  only  gives 
the  command,  but  follows  with  the  reward  that 
shall  come  as  a  result. 

Let  us  look  at  this:  "For  length  of  days,  and 
long  life,  and  peace,  shall  they  add  to  thee." 
These  are  all  desirable  things, — what  we  all  want. 
"  Length  of  days  "  here  means  days  full  of  good- 
ness,— days  that  have  been  made  long  by  the 
amount  of  work  accomplished.  A  day  spent  in 
idleness  and  sin  is  short  because  of  there  being 
nothing  done, — a  day  of  emptiness  and  of  time 
wasted.  In  keeping  the  commands  of  the  Lord,  it 
is  said,  "there  is  great  reward." 

Long  life  is  also  very  desirable.  This  life  is  only 
preparatory  to  the  one  that  we  are  looking  forward 
to.  In  this  one  we  prepare.  In  the  coming  life 
we  hope  to  enjoy,  and,  unless  we  prepare  now,  we 
will  have  nothing  to  enjoy  then.  The  longer  time 
we  have  for  preparation,  the  more  we  can  lay  by 
or  get  ready  for  our  enjoyment  in  the  hereafter. 

We  are  to  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven,  where  they 
will  not  be  consumed  and  where  thieves  cannot 
break  through  and  steal.  Why  lay  them  up  there? 
So  that  they  may  be  carefully  protected  for  us  un- 
til we  get  there,  that  we  may  have  an  abundance, 
and  enjoy  forever.  This  we  may  do,  if  we  have 
full  days  and  a  long  life.  How  can  we  have  these? 
By  being  obedient, — by  keeping  the  command- 
ment! of  the  Lord.  It  is  further  said:  "Peace 
shall  be  added."  This  is  one  of  the  most  desirable 
things  we  can  have  in  life,  because,  if  we  have 
this,  we  have  every  other  desirable  thing.  Peace 
is  the  ultimate  of  the  summation  of  all  that  is  right 
and  good,  It  is  said  to  the  wicked,  "There 
can  be  no  peace,"  but  of  the  righteous,  "Their 
peace  shall  Bow  as  a  river."  Peace  is  the  legiti- 
mate outflow  from  a  religious  life,  As  the  out- 
flow of  our  springs  and  fountains  is  dependent 
upon  the  rainfalls,  so  is  peace  dependent  upon  con- 
tinued right  doing. 

"Bind  mercy  around  thy  neck  and  write  truth 
in  thine  heart."  What  precious  ornaments  these 
are,  and  yet  so  cheap  that  you  all  may  have  them! 
These  are  much  more  ornamental  than  the  finest 
necklace  or  the  most  sparkling  jewels.  They  give 
favor  and  understanding  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
man.  Why  not  have  them?  Who  can  want  more 
or  better?  Following  these,  we  have  proverb  aft- 
er proverb,— all  tending  in  the  same  happy  di- 
rection,—especially  adapted  to  the  wants  and  for 
the  instruction  of  the  young. 

The  ninth  and  tenth  verses  are  directed  to  those 
of  mature  age,  and  obedience  in  their  lives  is  just 
as  important  as  it  is  for  the  young.  Indeed,  the 
responsibilities  are  greater  because  of  the  greater 
possibilities. 
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Let  us  look  at  it!  "Honor  the  Lord  with  thy 
substance,  and  with  the  first  fruits  of  all  thine  in- 
crease." The  first  is  named  here  because  it  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  best.  And  this  is  what  we  should 
give  to  the  Lord.  The  grain  grown  on  virgin  soil, 
the  first  grapes  from  the  vine  and  first  crop  from 
the  young  orchard  are  generally  considered  the 
best.  And  because  the  Lord  is  deserving  of  th< 
very  best,  he  should  have  the  first  fruits  of  every 
thing  which  comes  to  us  through  his  Providence. 

Because  of  the  perversity  of  the  human  heart 
this  instruction  is  especially  in  place.  Giving  to 
the  Lord  is  giving  to  his  cause  and  for  his 
poses.  Too  often  our  giving  is  of  the  last  and  the 
poorest  instead,  of  the  first  and  best. 

Look  at  much  of  the  charity  of  Christian  people 
to-day,  and  what  is  it?  Out  of  da>e,  worn  and 
cast-off  garments,  the  fallen  fruit  of  an  orchard, 
the  frost-bitten  part  of  the  vintages,  the  gleani 
from  the  fields  or  the  remnants  of  the  pile.  Poor 
child  of  God!— such  is  thy  giving!  And  though  we 
give  only  the  ashes  and  the  snuffings  we  yet  expect 
the  Bible  blessings. 

"  So  shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy 
presses  shall  burst  out  with  new  wine."  Look  well 
at  the  little  word  "so,"  because  it  interprets  the 
blessing  that  shall  follow  the  doing  of  the  com- 
mandment. As  we  honor  the  Lord  with  our  sub- 
stance, so  shall  the  blessings  follow.  It  follows, 
then,  if  we  do  not  do  the  one  he  will  not  follow 
with  the  other.  Do  we  believe?  If  so,  will  we 
have  the  blessing?  We  may  just  as  well  as  not. 
Let  us  simply  trust  the  Lord  and  follow  the  direc- 
tions given  and  the  promised  blessings  will  come 
much  more  surely  than  grapes  come  from  planting, 
or  crops  from  sowing,  because  the  Lord's  promises 
are  sure,  while  the  results  from  our  efforts  are  con- 
ditioned by  the  uncertainties  of  growth  and  the 
casualities  of  life.  There  is  one  thing  very  certain, 
and  that  is,  unless  we  comply  with  conditions  on 
which  success  is  promised  we  have  no  grounds  for 
expectation.  Whatever  may  come  to  us  comes 
through  mercy  and  not  because  of  any  deservings 
on  our  part.  It  is  not  said  how  much  we  are  to 
give, — simply  to  honor  the  Lord  with  our  sub- 
stance,— with  that  which  we  have.  A  part  of  our 
increase, — whatever  that  part  may  be, — let  it  be  of 
the  best.  To  do  less  is  base  ingratitude  on  our 
part,  and  ought  to  make  us  feel  unworthy  of  the  re- 
lations! ip  into  which  we  have  been  called.  Get 
wisdom!  Get  understanding!  This  is  the  greatest 
of  all  getting,— more  precious  than  rubies,— and 
nothing  else  can  be  compared  to  it.     Get  it! 

^    H.  B.  B, 

THE  LOAF  AND  CUP,  OR  COMMUNION. 

{Cmdudtd  from  PaSt  kj.) 
DAY  OF  WEEK. 

It  is  affirmed  by  some  that  it  should  be  observed 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  or  Lord's  Day,  only. 
This  position  is  not  well  taken,  for  the  circumstan- 
ces of  Acts  20  prove  that  breaking  of  bread  took 
place  nfter  miduight,  which  would  make  it  on  the 
second  day  of  the  week  unless  Jewish  time  was 
meant.  This  is  not  probable,  since  they  were  Gen- 
tiles, and  no  allusion  is  made  to  Jewish  time  or 
the  Jewish  Sabbath. 

Further:  It  is  conceded  that  it  was  instituted  on 
the  fifth  day,  and  since  it  was  observed  by  in- 
spired men  ou  a  different  day,  it  may  be  properly 
kept  on  any  day  of  the  week. 

ITS  DESION. 

This  division  is  important,  since  the  benefits  of 
any  institution  are  found  in  its  design. 

1.  It  is  memorial.  Jesus  gave  the  emblems  to  his 
disciples,  saying,  "  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me." 
It  memorializes  our  deliverance  from  sin,  by  keep- 
ing fresh  in  our  memories  him  who  delivered  us. 
To  remember  him  who  both  lived  and  died  for  us, 
leads  us  to  the  greatest  reverence,  the  purest  love 
and  the  most  perfect  obedience,  all  of  which  are 
needful  to  secure  the  highest  blessings  of  the  Chris- 
tian  life.  "The  loaf  and  cup  speak  to  us  of  Jesus, 
our  Redeemer,  Savior,  Prophet,  Priest  and  King,— 
of  his  mission,  lowly  birth,  and  his  life,— of  his  love 


and  sympathy  for  the  needy.  They  point  us  to  his 
agony  in  Gethsemane,  the  mocking,  buffeting  and 
scourging  before  Pilate;  to  the  crown  of  thorns,  the 
tragedy  of  Calvary,  to  the  broken  body  and  shed 
blood." 

Partaking  of  these  symbols  helps  us  to  recall  as 
no  record,  word  or  painting  could  have  done,  the 
drama  of  the  cross.  It  stands  as  the  golden  link 
of  the  Gospel,  uniting  heaven  and  earth,  God  and 
man  together,  and  is  the  medium  through  which 
the  soul  enjoys  union  and  sweet  fellowship  with 
Christ,  its  author.  By  it  we  are  reminded  of  the 
doctrine  of  atonement,  around  which  all  other  teach- 
ings of  Christ  cluster  like  jewels  on  a  crown. 

2.  It  symbolizes  the  spiritual  food  upon  which  we 
must  feed,  to  live  and  express  true  life  to  others. 
John  li:  53.  If  we  have  spiritual  life  we  will  not 
fail  to  use  the  symbols  that  point  to  him  who  is  our 
life  and  who  alone  gives  eternal  life. 

3.  Partaking  of  the  "loaf  and  cup," — Paul  say6 
in  the  text, — "shows  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come." 
The  cause,  motive,  and  merits  of  his  death  by  which 
the  soul  alone  can  be  saved,  must  be  seen  and  per- 
petuated, until  he  comes,  that  all  may  have  ac- 
cess to  its  benefits. 

ITS  LIMITS. 

1,  It  is  limited  to  those  who,  through  Gospel 
faith,  repentance  and  baptism  have  become  mem- 
bers of  Christ's  mystical  body, — the  church, — and 
continue  in  her  fellowship,  since  between  such  only, 
and  Christ,  can  the  union  signified  exist.  The  Bi- 
ble speaks  of  no  other  being  admitted  to  this  holy 
service.  Under  the  cloak  of  charity  some  have 
shown  great  leniency  during  the  last  century  in  ad- 
mitting unbaptized  persons,  and  those  of  every  va- 
riety of  faith  and  practice  to  the  Communion. 
Originally  it  was  not  so.  Such  eminent  witnesses  as 
Terome,  Austin,  Justin  Martyr,  Dr.  Clark  and  Dr. 
Wall  tell  us  that  no  unbaptized  persons  were  admit- 
ted to  the  Communion.  Its  nature,  name  aud  de- 
sign necessarily  limit  it  to  thoie  who  have  made  the 
jame  covenant  and  are  willing  to  keep  it. 

2.  It  is  limited  to  those  who  Scripturally  exani- 
ne  themselves  and  are  found  in  "  the  faith "  and 
n  peace  with  ChriBt  and  the  church.     Having  the 

mind  aud  spirit  of  Christ  they  are  able  to  discern 
the  Lord's  body  in  the  ubb  of  the  symbols  and  will 
tve  new  life  and  increased  strength  to  work  for 
the  Master  until  he  shall  say,  "It  is  enough;  come 
up  higher." 
Elkhart,  Ind. 
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From  the  Blue  River  Church,  Ind. 

Our  love  feast,  which  occurred  Oct.  24,  was  a 
very  enjoyable  meeting.  About  one  hundred  and 
twenty  were  at  the  tables  of  the  Lord.  Our  minis- 
terial help  was  ample,  there  being  seven  ministers 
from  abroad.  Among  them  were  brethren  J.  H. 
Miller  and  Jeremiah  Gump.  Bro.  Jacob  Rarick  of- 
ficiated. 

On  Sunday,  at  ten  o'clock,  we  again  assembled 
for  worship,  and  were  very  agreeably  addressed  by 
each  of  the  ministers  from  abroad.  Bro.  Miller  re- 
mained a  few  days  and  preached  for  us  each  even- 
ing. 

This  being  campaign  time,  our  meetings  were  not 
so  large  as  they  otherwise  would  have  been. 

,„  ,„,   ,      ,  Levi  Zumbrun. 

Wolf  Lake,  Ind.,  Nov.  3. 

A  Correction. 

I  made  a  mistake  in  my  "  Prophecies  Fulfilled," 
by  saying,  "  There  were  thirteen  millions  slain  in  the 
siege,  besides  many  killed  in  other  parts  of  the 
country."  It  should  have  been,  "  Eleven  hundred 
thousand  killed  in  the  siege,  besides  the  many 
killed  in  other  parts  of  the  country."  This  corres- 
ponds with  the  accurate  account  of  history,  which 


says:  "The  whole  multitude  of  the  Jews  that 
destroyed  during  the  entire  seven  years  before  \w 
time  (the  year  of  Christ  70)  amounts  to  1,337,300'' 
There  could  not  have  been  that  number  of  Jews  ' 
Jerusalem,  to  be  destroyed  in  this  siege,  if  it  h 
not  been  the  case  that  both  Jews  and  proselyte 
had  just  then  come  up  out  of  other  countries   of 
Galilee,  Samaria,  Judea,  Perea,  and  other  region 
to  the  passover,  in  large  numbers,  and  were  cooped 
up  in  prison  by  the  Roman  army,  which  made  the 
number  thirteen  hundred  thousand,  instead  of  thir 
teen  millions,  as  I  stated  in  my  article. 

B.  F.  Moommv. 
Bonsacks,  Va. 

McPherson  Notes. 

By  invitation  we  attended  the  Ministerial  Meet- 
ing of  the  Southeastern  District  of  Kansas,  near 
Monmouth,  held  Oct.  30.  Owing  to  a  heavy  rain 
a  number  of  ministers  of  the  District  were  not  pres- 
ent, yet  the  interest  in  the  meeting  was  most  ex- 
cellent and  we  felt  that  we  would  have  been  grati- 
fied if  the  whole  Brotherhood  could  have  been 
present.  The  questions  presented  were  of  a  practi- 
cal nature  and  well  discussed. 

In  the  evening  we  tried  to  preach  and  when  an 
invitation  was  given  one  came  forth  and  was  bap- 
tized next  day. 

On  Saturday  a  love  feast  was  held  at  this  church. 
The  interest  was  excellent  and  the  congregation 
twice  as  large  as  could  be  accommodated. 

We  have  continued  to  preach  here  since  — four 
days, — and  thus  far  ten  have  been  baptized,  one  ap- 
plicant for  baptism  and  one  for  restoration  to  mem- 
bership. The  interest  is  excellent,  despite  the  po- 
litical excitement  incident  to  a  national  election. 
S.  Z.  Sharp. 
From  Blue  Ridge  Mountain,  Va. 

About  the  last  of  August  Bro.  E.  L.  Brower  was 
met  by  a  sister  who  lives  on,  what  is  known  as,  the 
"  Old  Orchard  "  grazing  farm,  Blue  Ridge  MounJ-  1 
tain,  Va.  She  said  that  the  people  up  there  wan|J-  S 
ed  more  preaching,  and  that  there  were  some  who 
wished  to  unite  with  the  church.  Consequently 
Bro.  Brower  went  up  there  to  see  them,  and  they 
arranged  to  have  preaching  there  Oct.  13,  14,  and 
Bro.  E.  Brower  (a  deacon)  went  with  him. 
They  held  four  meetings  and  received  eight  into 
the  church  by  baptism,  and  left  some  others  who 
wanted  to  come  to  the  church.     So  they  went  back 

in  and  held  another  meeting  Oct.  21,  and  re- 
ceived four  more  by  baptism  and  left  two  appli- 
cants to  be  received  in  the  near  future.  All  of  the 
above  are  young  persons,  except  an  aged  sister. 
There  is  a  time  to  sow  and  a  time  to  reap,  and  now 

want  of  a  churchhouse  at  that  place  is  very 
great. 

ro.  Geo.  A.  Phillips  went  with  Eld.  J,  R.  Ken- 
dig  to  a  mission  field  in  Rockbridge  County,  re- 
cently. Our  home  brethren  have  been  very  active- 
ly engaged  in  mission  work  this  fall. 

N.  Walter  Coffman. 
Barren  Ridge,  Va.,  Nov.  2. 


From  the  Texas  Mission  Field. 

have  just  closed  a  very  interesting  series  of 
:tings  near  Decatur,  Wise  Co.,  Texas,  in  a  local- 
ity where  none  of  our  brethren  had  ever  preached, 
where  the  church  of  the  Brethren  was  prac- 
tically unknown. 

Bro.  Kidwell  lives  here.  Only  a  few  months  ago 
he  went  over  forty  miles  to  be  received  into  the 
:hurch.  I  had  sent  him  a  number  of  tracts  which 
he  distributed  in  a  judicious  manner.  These,  t° 
some  extent,  opened  the  way  for  the  preaching  0' 
the  Word,  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  at- 
tention, by  large  congregations.  From  the  first  I 
urged  the  importance  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
Christ,  his  Word,  and  his  church.  As  the  success 
of  any  worldly  avocation  depends  on  a  proper  un- 
derstanding and  mature  consideration  and  fore- 
thought, this  is  no  less  true  with  reference  to  the 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  not  simply  a  mat- 
ter of  emotion,  but  goes  into  every-day  life  ,n  ' 
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actical  way.  I  therefore  urged  that  our  Christian 
life  and  work  should  be  measured  and  governed  by 
the  Gospel  standard,  which  will  be  our  final  judge. 

I  crowded  as  much  as  I  possibly  could  into  nine 
discourses,  to  give  the  people  a  fair  idea  how  the 
Brethren  church  believes  and  practices  the  whole 
Gospel,  and  that,  like  the  Bereans,  the  inquirers 
should  "search  the  Scriptures  daily  to  see  whether 
those  things  were  so." 

Although  I  preached  from  fifty  minutes  to  one 
hour  and  twenty  minutes,  I  heard  frequent  expres- 
sions, "Why  don't  you  preach  longer?"  It  is  a 
pleasure  to  preach  to  those  who  are  hungering  and 
thirsting  for  the  Truth.  The  last  day  of  the  meet- 
ing I  baptized  a  man,  formerly  of  the  Baptist 
faith.  I  also  baptized  his  wife  and  Bro.  Kidwell's 
wife.  Many  people,  for  the  first  time,  witnessed 
trine  immersion.  Others  are  near  the  door,  who, 
after  a  little  more  digging  and  searching,  will  also 
come  in.  There  are  now  four  members  here,  and 
the  prospect  is  very  promising  for  the  building  up 
of  a  flourishing  congregation  here.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  other  localities  which  offer  similar  oppor- 
tunities.   "  Who  will  go  and  work  to  day? 

J.  F.  Neher. 

Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  Nov.  4. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

"A3  co!d  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  oews  trom  a  far  country." 

Manassas,  Va.— The  time  for  our  love  feast  in 
the  Manassas  church,  Va.,  has  been  changed  from 
Nov.  zi,  to  Nov.  28.  The  time  of  our  series  of 
meetings  has  been  changed  from  Nov.  7  to  Nov.  15 
-J.E. 


Mulberry  Grove,  111.— This  church  held  a  two 
weeks'  series  of  meetings,  beginning  Oct.  18.  We 
held  our  love  feast  Oct.  31,  and  had  a  very  pleasant 
meeting.  Bro.  D.  B.  Gibson  did  the  preaching. 
There  were  no  additions  to  the  church,  but  believ- 
ers were  strengthened. — Samuel  Goodman,  Nov.  J. 
I  Pine  Creek  Church,  Ind.— We  had  our  love  feast 
in  the  Pine  Creek  church,  Oct.  21,  and  it  was  a  love 
feast  in  which  we  all  can  rejoice.  For  a  time  there 
was  a  dark  cloud  hanging  over  us,  but  it  is  now  re- 
moved, and  we  feel  to  praise  God  for  it.  The 
members  are  again  ready  to  start  in  Bible  reading 
for  this  winter.—/  G.  Wagenman,Tyner,  Ind.,  Nov.  2. 
Van  Wert  Church,  Ohio.— We  held  our  Commun- 
ion meeting  Oct.  17.  We  had  a  very  good  meet- 
ing. Our  elder,  J.  R.  Spacht,  and  wife,  were  with 
us.  Bro.  Spacht  officiated,  assisted  by  Bro.  Will- 
iams, of  Blue  Creek,  and  Bro.  Fuller,  of  the  Blanch- 
ard  congregation.  Both  are  young  in  the  minis- 
try, yet  they  conducted  the  services  to  the  edifica- 
tion of  those  present.—  Viola  Clapper,  Hoaglin,  Ohio, 
Nov.  1. 

Mill  Creek,  Va.— Our  love  feast  was  one  in 
which  our  spiritual  strength  was  renewed.  Visiting 
ministers  were  brethren  Jacob  Thomas,  E.  Long, 
Daniel  Miller  and,  W.  Strickler.  Bro.  Thomas  of- 
ficiated. On  Lord's  Day  we  were  addressed  by 
Bro.  Strickler.  In  the  near  future  we  will  have  1. 
series  of  meetings  for  a  few  weeks.  Brc.  John 
Harshbarger,  from  Illinois,  is  to  do  the  preaching. 
— Samuel  Peiry. 

Monitor,  Kans— Our  feast  was  held  Oct.  17. 
Quite  a  number  of  brethren  and  sisters  from  our 
neighboring  congregations  were  present.  All 
seemed  to  enjoy  the  meeting.  Not  many  aged 
ministering  brethren  were  present,  but  the  instruc- 
tion given  was  food  to  the  soul.  The  church  also 
selected  Bro.  Holtgreen  to  the  ministry,  for  the 
purpose  of  working  among  the  Swedish  people.— M. 
J.  Mishler,  Nov.  2. 

Mohican  Church,  Ohio— This  church  met  in  spe- 
cial council  Oct.  10.  Eld.  Tobias  Hoover  was  our 
Moderator.  The  report  of  the  visit  showed  the 
church  to  be  in  peace  and  union.  The  business  be- 
fore the  council  was  disposed  of  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all.  Our  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  17.  It  was  a 
grand  feast  for  the  soul.  Bro.  Weimer  officiated. 
One  has  been  added  to  the  church  by  letter  since 
last  report.—/.  W.  Budd,  Lattasiurgh,  Ohio. 


Blue  River,  Ind.— Oct.  24  I  met  with  the  breth- 
ren of  the  Blue  River  church  at  their  love  feast. 
They  had  a  pleasant  meeting.  Visiting  ministers 
present  were  brethren  Jacob  Rarick,  Melvin  Rens- 
berger,  Jeremiah  Gump,  Henry  Metzler,  Daniel 
Rothenberger,  and  others.  During  the  last  year 
several  of  the  old  standard-bearers,  in  Northern 
Indiana,  have  fallen  in  the  battle  field,  crowned  for 
the  glory  world.—/.  H.  Miller,  Goshen,  Ind.,  Nov.  2. 
Jingo,  Kans. — This  is  one  of  the  isolated  parts 
of  Eastern  Kansas.  Bro.  C.  C.  Root,  who  is  doing 
the  missionary  work  in  the  Northeastern  District 
of  Kansas,  came  to  us  in  August,  for  the  first  time, 
and  preached  five  soul-cheering  sermons.  He 
came  again  Oct  12,  and  preached  ten  more  ser- 
mons. We  had  a  good  attendance.  For  many  it 
was  the  first  service,  by  the  Brethren,  they  ever  at- 
tended. We  think  some  are  counting  the  cost. — 
M.  E.  Crook,  Oct.  30. 

Hoyle  Church,  0.  T. — Our  feast  passed  off  very 
pleasantly.  About  sixty  members  surrounded  the 
Lord's  table.  Bro.  N.  F.  Brubaker  officiated.  He 
also  held  one  week's  meetings  previous  to  the  feast, 
Our  elder,  J.  Henricks,  continued  the  meetings  one 
week  longer.  One  dear  soul  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side  and  others  are  considering  their  stand- 
ing. May  they  make  the  wise  choice  of  the  sure 
foundation,  the  apostles,  and  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Chief  Corner-stone.— Emanuel  J.  Smith,  Nov.  1. 

Martinsburg,  W.  Va.— Our  love  feast  of  the 
Berkely  church  was  held  at  the  Johnstown  meet- 
inghouse last  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  31.  It  was  a 
very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  meeting.  The  minis- 
ters present  from  neighboring  churches  were  elders 
Wm.  Koontz,  John  Lehner,  John  Bennett,  John 
Myers,  Samuel  Foltz,  A.  S.  Rowland,  and  Jacob  A. 
Bricker.  Bro.  Koontz  officiated.  We  had  good 
order  and  a  large  assembly.  Our  house  was  by  far 
too  small  to  accommodate  M.— John  Brindle,  Nov. 


Covina,  Cal.— The  love  feast  held  in  the  Covina 
church,  Oct.  17,  was  one  long  to  be  remembered. 
A  few  were  present  from  adjoining  congregations. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  members  communed.    The 

siting  ministers  were  brethren  E.  A.  Miller,  Sam- 
„jl  Henry,  B.  F.  Masterson  and  J.  W.  Trostle. 
The  latter  officiated.  Four  were  added  to  our 
iber  by  baptism,  and  two  were  restored  to  fel- 
lowship. How  glad  we  are  to  see  them  come  into 
the  fold  of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Master!—/.  F. 
Hantz,  Oct.  21. 

Florence,  Mo.— The  Brethren  here  have  been 
greatly  encouraged  in  their  Christian  work  by  a  se- 
ries of  meetings,  held  by  Bro.  Israel  Cripe,  our 
evangelist  for  the  Middle  District  of  Missouri.  On 
Sunday,  Oct.  25,  a  minister  of  the  German  Luther- 
ihurch  at  Florence,  was  baptized  into  the  Breth- 
ren church.  He  had  been  in  the  ministry  of  that 
:hurch  for  thirty-six  years  and  had  been  laboring 
for  a  long  time  to  get  his  people  to  live  more  in 
harmony  with  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  and  abstain 
from  the  pleasures  and  vanities  of  this  world.  As 
there  is  a  large  number  of  the  German  element  at 
Florence,  we  trust  that  our  brother  will  be  an  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  God  for  the  extension  of 
the  borders  of  Zion  among  his  people—  Bertha 
Kring,  St.  Martins,  Mo.,  Nov.  3. 

Garrison,  Iowa— Wife  and  I  attended  the  feast  at 
Lost  Nation,  Clinton  Co.,  Iowa,  Oct.  23.  It  was  a 
very  pleasant  meeting,  but  not  so  largely  attended. 
There  were  present  quite  a  number  of  visitors  from 
Cedar  County,  which  added  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  meeting.  This  church  is  under  the  care  of  Eld. 
John  Zuck,  of  Clarence,  Iowa.  Bro.  J.  E.  Keller, 
of  Tipton,  is  doing  the  preaching  for  them,  at  pres- 
ent They  have  a  new  church  and  are  out  of  debt. 
It  i's  much  desired  that  some  earnest  worker  would 
locate  among  them.  There  is  plenty  to  do.  Who 
will  go  and  gather  in  the  golden  sheaves?  Father 
Shultz  has  about  ended  his  labors.  He  feels  that 
he  is  nearing  the  other  shore.  Sister  John  Waggie, 
while  on  her  way  to  the  meeting,  was  thrown  from 
her  buggy  and  had  her  arm  broken.— Stephen  John- 
son, Oct.  28. 


Elkhart  Church,  Ind.— We  held  our  love  feast 
Oct.  20,  in  the  West  Goshen  house.  We  had  a 
large  attendance,  as  usual.  The  ministerial  force 
was  well  represented.  We  always  appreciate  the 
presence  of  those  from  adjoining  churches.  There 
was  quite  a  number  that  could  not  commune  for 
want  of  room.  Bro.  John  Metzler  officiated. 
There  were  eight  mutes  present, — six  who  are 
members,  and  two  that  are  not,  but,  by  all  appear- 
ces,  are  seekers.  We  have  three  interpreters 
now,— Bro.  Collins  and  wife,  of  Argos,  Ind.,  and 
sister  Ora  Cross,  of  Goshen,  Ind.  By  employing 
these  interpreters  the  mutes  can  be  reached.— Dav- 
id R.  Myers,  Nov.  2. 

Pleasant  Valley  Church,  Ind.— We  again  had  a 
soul-cheering  meeting,  commencing  Oct.  S,  and 
closing  Oct.  27,  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  V.  Felthouse, 
of  Elkhart.  We  had  our  Communion  on  the  even- 
ing of  Oct.  10.  About  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  members  were  seated  around  the  Lord's  table. 
We  appreciated  the  presence  of  so  many  from  ad- 
joining churches.  Bro.  J.  V.  Felthouse  officiated. 
Next  day,  in  place  of  Sunday  school,  Bro.  J.  H. 
Miller  gave  us  a  talk  on  Sunday  school  work,  after 
which  Bro.  Felthouse  preached  an  excellent  ser- 
mon to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.  Seven  dear 
souls  were  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  Our 
quarterly  council  was  held  Oct.  31.  It  was  a  pleas- 
ant one. — L.  E.  Weaver,  Nov.  2. 

Fairview  Church,  Iowa.— On  Tuesday,  Oct.  20, 
we  met  in  quarterly  council.  Considerate  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting.  The  deacon  breth- 
ren gave  the  report  of  the  annual  visit.  All  were 
found  in  peace  and  union.  At  our  prayer  meeting, 
just  previous  to  the  love  feast,  the  appropriate 
subject,  "  The  Forgiveness  of  Brethren,"  Matt.  18, 
was  discussed.  We  had  a  splendid  meeting  and 
good  interest.  Almost  every  one  present  took 
part,  and  all  seemed  to  receive  a  great  blessing. 
On  Friday,  Oct.  23,  at  3  P.  M.,  we  held  our  examin- 
ation services.  Bro.  Jos.  Holder,  of  Indiana,  was 
with  us  and  assisted  in  conducting  the  services. 
About  seventy  members  surrounded  the  Lord's  ta- 
ble. Our  house  was  well  filled  with  interested  at- 
tendants. Bro.  Holder  continued  the  meetings  un- 
til Tuesday  evening.— Myrla  Leavell. 

Woodland  Church,  Mich.— Oct.  16  Bro.  David 
Hollinger,  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  came  to  us 
and  preached  that  evening.  The  next  day  elder 
Jesse  Stutsman,  of  Darke  County,  Ohio,  also  came. 
Oct.  17  was  our  love  feast.  The  weather  was  pleas- 
ant and  the  attendance  good.  The  preaching 
was  excellent,  so  we  feel  we  had  a  very  profitable 
meeting.  On  Sunday,  Oct.  18,  we  had  two  preach- 
ing services  and  a  children's  meeting  at  our  church- 
house;  also  a  sermon  in  the  Woodland  town  hall. 
Those  meetings  were  all  well  attended.  On  Mon- 
day Bro.  Hollinger  left.  Bro.  Stutsman  remained 
id  held  forth  the  Word  with  zeal  each  evening 
and  on  Sunday  at  10  A.  M„  until  Oct.  31.  While 
there  were  no  accessions,  yet  we  feel  the  meetings 
were  very  profitable,  as  we  were  all  impressed  with 
the  need  of  a  higher  life.  We  decided  to  make  our 
Sunday  school  an  evergreen  one.  We  expect  to 
organize  a  Bible  class  soon.— John  M.  Smith,  Nov.  4, 


Logan  Church,  Ohio.— Our  Communion  was  held 
Oct.  31.    The  new,  commodious   house  was   filled 

ith  worshipers  and  others.  Bro.  James  M.  Neff 
preached  the  examination  sermon,  which  came 
home  to  us  all.  Text,  "  I.ovest  thou  me."  He  offi- 
ciated also.  Three  other  ministering  brethren 
came  from  a  distance,  and  preached  able  sermons 
during  the  meeting.  The  most  hallowed  influences 
seemed  to  pervade  the  church.  Our  beloved  home 
mission  worker,— sister  Addie  F.  Kaylor,— was 
present.  She  has  been  located  by  the  Mission 
Board  in  the  City  of  Fostoria.  She  is  a  precious 
gift  from  father  and  mother  and  church  friends  to 
that  important  work  of  saving  souls.  She  contrib- 
uted to  the  interest  of  the  meeting  very  much,  and 
to  her  rare  gifts  is  added  the  sweetest,  purest  con- 
secration. We  so  much  enjoyed  the  morning  wor- 
ship at  the  church  before  breakfast,  when  the  very 
angel  of  peace  seemed  to  hover  over  us.— Mrs.  E.J, 
Onkst. 
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Warrensburg,  Mo. — We  have  just 
closed  a  very  pleasant  and  profitable 
series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  M.  Mohler.  Eight  made  the  good 
confession.  Our  love  feast  occurred 
Friday,  Oct.  23.  It  was  well  attended 
and  very  enjoyable.  We  expect  to 
hold  a  Bible  term  during  the  Holidays. 
— Alice  A.  Roop,  Oct.  26. 

Pleasant  Dale,  Ind.— On  Sunday, 
Oct,  25,  we  had  a  missionary  sermon, 
delivered  by  Bro.  Howard  Beagle  to 
a  small,  but  attentive  congregation, 
after  which  a  collection  was  taken, 
resulting  in  raising  seven  dollars  for 
foreign  and  home  missions,  to  be 
divided  as  the  committee  may  deem 
best.— H.J.  Hilling,  Oct.  19. 

Somenet  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  L.  H. 
Eby,  of  North  Manchester,  Ind.,  came 
to  our  Eastern  house  at  Cart  Creek, 
Ind.,  Oct.  10,  and  remained  until  Oct. 
27.  Quite  an  interest  was  manifested 
in  the  meetings.  Three  were  made 
willing  to  accept  Christ  by  baptism, 
while  many  more  seem  near  the  king- 
dom.—  Otho  Winger,  Sweetser,  Ind. 

Summit  Church,  Ind.  —  Oi 
feast  occurred  Oct.  17.  A  good  many 
members  from  other  churches  were 
with  us.  Ministers  present  were 
brethren  Levi  Winklebleck,  H.  L. 
Fadely,  and  Samuel  Younce,  besides 
our  home  ministers.  Sixty-six  mem- 
bers communed.  I  think  I  never  wit- 
nessed a  more  quiet  and  attentive 
audience  at  Communion.  Bro.  Fade- 
ly preached  a  soul-cheering  sermon 
on  Sunday;  also  on  Sunday  evening, 
—Lizzie  Mollis,  New  Cumberland,  Ind., 
Oct.  26. 

Dayton,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the 
West  Dayton  church  met  in  council 
Oct.  29,  at  7:  30  P.  M.  Bro.  S.  M. 
Eby,  of  Missouri,  and  Bro.  Jesse 
Brumbaugh  were  with  us  and  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  evening.  Four 
letters  of  membership  were  granted. 
The  report  of  the  visit  was  given  and 
the  church  was  found  in  union.  We 
will  hold  a  Communion  in  the  near 
future.  Our  series  of  meetings  will 
begin  soon,  to  be  conducted  by  Bro. 
D.  Filbrum.—  Elmer  Wombold,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Nov.  2. 


Sherwood,  Ohio.— The  Ministerial 
Meeting  of  Northwestern  Ohio  con- 
vened in  the  Maumee  congregation, 
Oct.  13  and  14.  The  attendance  and 
attention  were  very  good.  The  min- 
isters present  took  an  active  part  in 
the  discussion  of  the  topics.  Those 
sisters,  that  took  part  in  the  discussion, 
are  to  be  commended  for  their  ser- 
vice. Eld.  Perry  McKimmey  remained 
with  us  and  preached  two  sermons, 
when  we  were  glad  to  see  that  three 
were  made  willing  to  follow  the  Sav- 
ior.— W.  I.  Kintner,  Oct.  18. 

Burr  Oak,  Kans.— The  members  of 
the  Burr  Oak  church  held  their  love 
feast  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  24.  A 
goodly  number  of  brethren  and  sisters 
were  with  us  from  other  congregations. 
On  Sunday  morning  the  brethren  and 
sisters  addressed  the  children,  which 
was  interesting  to  young  and  old. 
Bro.  James  Gilbert,  of  Belleville, 
Kans.,  was  with  us,  and  preached  three 
soul-cheering  sermons.  During  the 
meeting  one  dear  sister  was  made 
willing  to  forsake  sin  and  become  a 
child  of  God.— LydU   M.  Kinzie,   Oct. 


Cornell  Church,  111.— Our  love  feast 
of  Oct.  17,  though  small  in  atten 
dance,  was  a  pleasant  one.  Brethren 
B.  E.  Kesler,  of  Litchfield,  111.,  and 
Thomas  Keiser,  of  Roanoke,  111.,  were 
with  us.  Bro.  Kesler  officiated.  At 
this  place  we  are  few  in  numbers,  and 
need  all  the  encouragement  we  can 
gel— Ella  Dale,  Cornell,  III.,  Oct.  23. 

Roseland,  Nebr.  — Bro.  J.  B.  Moore 
came  to  the  Silver  Lake  church,  Oct. 
1,  and  preached  until  the  25th.  Oct. 
10  we  had  a  pleasant  feast.  Brethren 
and  sisters  from  adjoining  churches 
were  present.  Four  were  baptized 
and  one  reclaimed.  Saints  were 
strengthened  and  sinners  were  warned 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. — 
Thomas  F.  Evens,  Oct.  26. 

Greenwood  Church,  Mo.— Our  love 
feast    occurred    Oct.    17.      We   had  a 
good    meeting.      Over    one    hundred 
bers   communed.      A   number   of 
bers  were  present  from  the   Fair- 
view    church,     Douglas    County,     in- 
luding  three  of  their  ministers,  who 
helped  us  much  in  the  Lord.     Eld.  F. 
W.  Dove,  of  Cabool,  officiated.      On 
the  morning  of  the  feast,   one  brother 
was  received  into  the  church  by  bap- 
tism.    Next    day    one    more    applied 
for  membership.      We   have   now  an 
interesting    prayer    meeting    in   prog- 
ress.—/./. Troxel,  Mountaingrove,  Mo. 

Washington,  Kans.— Our  love  feast  | 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  17. 
Ministers  present  were  brethren  Ste- 
phen Yoder,  J.  Z.  Gilbert,  and  David 
Holsinger.  We  had  a  very  enjoyable  | 
meeting.  •  Bro.  Stephen  Yoder  offici- 
ated. Fifty-one  members  com- 
muned. On  Sunday  morning  address- 
es were  made  to  the  children  by  sis- 
ters Rosie  and  Hattie  Gilbert,  breth- 
ren Holsinger  and  Gilbert.  An  elec- 
tion was  held  for  a  deacon.  The  lot 
fell  on  Bro.  Jacob  S.  Merkey.  Broth- 
er and  sister  Merkey  are  suitable  for 
this  position,  being  zealous  in  the 
church  work. — Lizzie  Gauby,  Oct.  jo. 

Pleasant  View  Church,  Kans.— Our 
fall  love  feast  was  an  enjoyable  one. 
Elders  Lemuel  Hillery,  D.  L.  Miller, 
Z.  Hendricks,  and  others,  were  with 
us.  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  officiated.  The 
number  at  our  meetings  still  contin- 
ues to  increase,  which  will  neces- 
sitate the  enlarging  of  our  house. 
About  one  hundred  and  seventy  mem- 
bers communed.  On  Sunday  morn- 
g.  at  9:  30,  we  had  children's  meet- 
g.  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller  and  wife  ad- 
dressed the  children  in  an  interesting 
anner.  After  this,  we  had  an  able 
discourse  by  Bro.  Miller  from  Psa. 
107:  23.— A  F.  Miller,  Booth,  Kans'., 
Oct.  27. 

Union  City  Church,  Ind.— Last  Sat- 
urday evening,  Oct.  24,  we  held  our 
love  feast.  The  evening  was  pleasant 
and  the  assembly  quite  large.  Six- 
teen local  churches  were  represented. 
The  services  closed  at  7:  30.  We  had 
a  strong  ministerial  force  present,  and 
the  Gospel  was  ably  preached.  Eld. 
David  Replogle  officiated.  Sunday 
morning  we  had  a  children's  meeting. 
Bro.  Benj.  Petry  opened  the  services, 
followed  by  Bro.  Replogle.  After 
children's  meeting  we  were  given  a 
of  short,  instructive  and  im- 
pressive speeches  by  the  ministers 
present.  Sunday  evening  we  listened 
to  Bro.  John  H.  Brumbaugh.— Esta 
Simmons,  Union  City,  Ind.,  Oct.  28. 


White  Church,  Ind.— One  was  re- 
ceived by  baptism  Oct.  15,  on  the  day 
of  our  love  feast.  The  weather  was 
pleasant,  which  permitted  a  large 
number  of  brethren  and  sisters  from 
the  adjoining  churches  to  be  with  us. 
It  was  a  feast  long  to  be  remembered. 
We  had  good  order  and  abundant 
ministerial  help. — Mary  E.  Harmcson, 
Kirkpatrick,  Ind.,  Oct.  27. 

Mound  City,  Mo.— On  account  of 
bad  weather  our  feast  was  changed 
from  Oct.  10  to  Oct.  31.  It  is  now  in 
the   past.    We  had   a  very  enjoyabl 
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Winamac  Church,  Ind.— We  had 
our  Communion  meeting  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  17.  The  ministering  brethren 
from  a  distance  were  J.  Rife,  B. 
Bridge,  and  M.  L.  Hahn,  who  gave 
some  interesting  talks.  They  also 
gave  us  a  two  hours'  talk  Sunday 
morning,  with  a  grand  lesson  for  all, 
if  each  one  will  apply  it  to  himself. 
Good  order  was  maintained  through- 
out the  entire  meeting.— Hester  Alex- 
ander, Lakeside,  Ind. 

Dorrance  Church,  Kans— Our  love 
feast  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
17.  There  were  six  visiting  ministers 
with  us.  Bro.  Fitzwater,  of  Lincoln 
I  County,  officiated.  We  had  a  children's 
meeting  on  Sunday  morning,  after 
which  Bro.  B.  B.  Whitmer  preached  an 
able  sermon.  We  also  had  meeting  on 
Sunday  evening.  Bro.  Isaac  Lerew 
preached  an  able  sermon.  If  there  is 
no  providential  interference,  we  ex- 
pect to  have  a  series  of  meetings  be- 
tween the  first  and  middle  of  Decem- 
ber. Bro.  H.  T.  Brubaker  has  prom- 
ised to  be  with  us.—/.  S.  Strole,  Oct.  ji. 

Bethlehem,  Va.  —  Our  love  feast, 
Oct,  24,  was  an  enjoyable  one.  Near- 
ly three  hundred  and  fifty  members 
surrounded  the  tables  of  the  Lord. 
They,  with  a  number  of  friends, 
crowded  the  church  very  much.  We 
had  several  ministers  from  adjoining 
congregations.  Bro.  J.  B.  Naff,  of 
Roanoke,  officiated.  We  had  ve: 
good  preaching.  Seven  have  been 
baptized  in  this  congregation  since 
my  last  report,  and  there  are  several 
more  applicants  for  baptism  and  res- 
toration. We  are  expecting  Bro 
Andrew  Hutchison  to  preach  for  us 
sometime  during  the  coming  winter. — 
Isaac  Bowman,  Oct.  2J. 


Nevada,  Mo.— We    held    our    feast 
Oct.  10.     Ministers  present  were  Wm. 
Harvey,  S.  Weimer,  Wm.  Miller,   A. 
Crumpacker,    and   Wm.    Hipes.      The 
Word  was  well   handled  by  the  breth- 
an.d    the    surrounding    churches 
-   well   represented.      Two   young 
persons  were  received  by  baptism  on 
he   day   of  the    feast.      The   evening 
ervices  were  well  attended.     Over  a 
hundred    members    communed.      Eld. 
Hipes    officiated.      Good    order    pre- 
vailed.     Eld.     Hipes    remained    and 
iched  each   evening   and  twice  on 
Sundays,  until  the  evening  of  Oct.  25, 
n  we  closed.      Two   came  out  and 
were    received     by    baptism,    making 
during  our  meetings.    Others  are 
near  the  kingdom.— D.  D.    Wine    Oct 
28. 


series 
account  of  death 
Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  was  not  with  uj 
to  begin  the  series  of  meetings  Oct 
10,  as  had  been  announced.  The  m 
ings  were  begun  by  the  hi 
Oct.  13  Bro.  Filbrum  began  his  lab... 
continuing  till  the  evening  of  Oct.  2c 
Three  were  received  by  baptism.  VVe 
had  a  pleasant  Communion  meeting 
Oct.  24.  Ministers  and  members  from 
adjoining  churches  were  with  us 
Bro.  Filbrum  officiated.  On  Sunday 
morning  after  the  feast  Bro.  Filbrum 
gave  an  interesting  talk  to  the  chil- 
dren. — Emma  Groff,  Oct.  30. 

Brownsville  Church,  Md.— We  are 
glad  for  the  privilege  of  recording 
another  exceedingly  enjoyable  love 
feast,  held  in  the  Brownsville  church 
Oct  21.  The  weather  was  fine.  While 
there  were  not  quite  so  many  mem- 
bers present  as  at  some  previous  meet- 
ings, the  house  was  well  filled.  Breth- 
ren S.  H.  Utz,  E.  W.  Stoner,  D.  V. 
Long,  J.  A.  Bricker,  and  others,  were 
present  and  fed  us  richly  with  the  Bread 
of  Life.  Eld  S..H.  Utz  officiated.  The 
order  was  excellent.  An  election  was 
held  for  two  deacons.  The  lot  fell 
upon  brethren  P.  H.  Jennings  and 
Charles  Myers.  Two  precious  souls 
were  baptized  and  the  same  evening 
were  at  the  tables  of  the  Lord  for  the 
first  time.— Geo.  W.  Kaetzel,  Gapland, 
Md.,  Oct.  23. 

Lewiston,  Minn.  —  The  Winona 
church  was  well  represented,  in  num- 
ber at  least,  at  our  District  Meeting, 
in  Root  River  church.  The  last  day 
was  especially  interesting,  as  an  ex- 
cellent program  had  been  prepared! 
for  the  Ministerial  Meeting  and  many 
of  the  topics  were  ably  discussed. 
Bro.  Harvey  Ikenberry,  of  Greene, 
Iowa,  and  Bro.  Joseph  Hanawalt,  of 
Franklin  County,  Iowa,  commenced 
prea-hing  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  8, 
continuing  over  Sunday.  Saturday 
oon  four  precious  souls  were 
baptized.  The  love  feast  will  be 
mbered  by  many.  Sun- 
day morning,  instead  of  the  regular 
Sunday  school  work,  the  visiting  min- 
isters talked  to  the  children.  Good 
instruction,  given  in  such  a  simple  and 
earnest  way,  ought  to  make  a  lasting 
impression. — Mary  J.  McDougall,  Oct. 
23- 


Fredonia,  Kans.— We  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  enjoying  a  series  of  meet- 
ings, conducted  by  Bro.  W.  B.  Sell. 
He  began  preaching  Oct.  3,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  18th.  Most  of  the 
time  we  had  good  congregations. 
Oct.  10  we  held  our  quarterly  coun- 
cil. All  business  was  disposed  of 
satisfactorily.  Two  were  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism.  Our  love 
feast  occurred  on  the  evening  of  Oct. 
17.  Preaching  commenced  at  2  P.M. 
The  church  agreed  to  hold  a  choice 
for  an  elder.  The  lot  fell  upon  Bro. 
Stephen  Thompson.  Bro.  G.  W.  Stu- 
debaker  resigned  on  account  of  old 
age.  We  had  ministerial  help  from 
Independence  and  Grenola  church- 
also  from  the  Abilene  and  West- 
phalia churches.  About  one  hundred 
iix  members  communed.  On 
Sunday  afternoon,  Oct.  18,  a  chil- 
dren's meeting  was  held,  which  proved 
very  instructive  to  both  young  and 
old.— Flawra  Ddrst,  Oct.  22, 
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Honey  Creek  Church,  Ind.— The 
love  feast  of  the  Honey  Creek  church, 
held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  24,  is  now 
in  the  past.  It  was,  indeed,  a  feast  to 
the  soul.  About  forty  communed.  A 
number  of  brethren  from  neighboring 
congregations  were  with  us.  Visiting 
ministers  present  were  brethren  Jesse 
Shamberger,  Joel  Glick,  Miller  and 
Webb.  Bro.  Jesse  Shamberger  offici- 
ated. The  meetings  will  be  continued 
for  a  while  by  the  home  ministers. 
Five  precious  souls  have  recently  en- 
listed in  the  cause  of  Zion.  One 
brother  was  taken  from  his  bed  of 
affliction  and  baptized  in  a  tank.— Min- 
nie C.  Hunt,  Sheiidan,  Mo.,  Oct,  26. 

South  Beatrice  Church,  Nebr.— Our 
love  feast  was  held  Oct.  9.  The  mem- 
bers were  not  all  present  on  account 
of  rain.  Nearly  eighty  sisters  com- 
muned, but  there  were  not  so  many 
brethren.  We  had  a  very  good  and 
quiet  meeting.  Bro.  R.  A.  Yoder,  of 
Sabetha,  Kans.,  officiated.  He  also 
preached  for  us  on  Saturday.  He  was 
the  only  speaker  from  a  distance.  On 
Sunday  brethren  Noah  Neher. 
Owen  Peters  (our  elder),  husban 

I,  started  for  our  District  Meeting 
which  was  held  in  Cass  County.  We 
had  a  good  meeting.  We  heard  many 
good  talks  on  mission  and  Sunday 
school  work. — Lydia  Dell,  Hamilton, 
Ncbr. 

Polo,  Mo— On  the  evening  of  Oct. 

II,  we  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  the  Log  Creek  church,  con- 
ducted by  the  home  ministry.  On 
Wednesday  Bro.  J.  D.  Hildebrand 
■arrived    and    conducted    the    meeting 

V  until  the  24th.  Good  interest  was 
manifested  all  through  the  meeting. 
Three  souls  were  brought  into  the 
fold,  and  many  others,  we  think,  are 
'counting  the  cost.  On  the  evening 
of  the  17th  was  our  feast.  About 
forty  members  communed.  An  elec- 
tion was  held  for  a  minister  on  Sun- 
day morning,  and  the  lot  fell  on  Bro. 
M.  E.  Stair.  We  all  feel  very  much 
encouraged  and  have  renewed  hope 
of  building  up  this  part  of  the  Lord's 
vineyard. — Anna  Ellenberger,  Sept.  27. 


A  California  Pointer. 


Here  is  one:  No  other  road  own 

s  its  own 

tracks  and  runs  Pullman  palace  a 

slei'pt?rs  dully  all  the  way  betwet  u  C 

Los  Angeles. 

class  In  comfort  and  second-class 

combination  that  ought  to  please. 

And  still  auother:  Oar  lino  is  se 

dred  miles  the  shortest  and  man> 

(or  a  good 

MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra. 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school   lesson,  with 

cphination,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sunday  schools. 


coplei 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.—  A  large,  religtou: 
weekly,— published  in  the  interestof  the  Brcth 
ren  or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  onl) 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


Mllle  Lacs  and  I 


e  agricultural 


splendid  growth  of  white  and 
m,  and  poplar,  interspersed  ' 
open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mi 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum I    jo 

Wcupks.to 


1,  j  muoths... 


t  prlc. 


chase  price  draw 

num  only.    The 

cattle  and  dairy 

of  wln'iit,  out*,  hurley,  and  all  b 

y^otnblc-i  nml  puUUn.>x  hi  (iron 

ln'st  quality.    The  markets, on 

pi'nx.tmUy    to   Minneapolis,  St 


unpaid    part  of   the  pL 
especially  adapted  i 


Plug 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

lov.ffi,  Lanoasl  er  City,  Pa. 

Iov.18,  Rogue  River  Valley  church,  Oregon. 

lov.  21,  at  3  P.  M.,  ManaBsas,  Va. 

lov.  21,  Roanoke,  La. 

lov. 21, si  2:80  P.  M-,  Los  Angeles  church,  Easl 

rov.  2-t,  at2:R0  P.  M.,  Rldgely  congregation,  Caro 

•>'ov.28,  at  4  P.  M.,  College  Chapel,  Mt.  Morris,  111. 
>ec.  24,  ©lendale  church.  Maricopa  Co.,  Arizona. 
>oc.  28,  Thornapple  church,  Mich. 

•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS*^ 

Rates  per  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

->**  time  or  more «'  S< 

>n«  month  (4  times) *  3" 

three  months  (13  times) »* 

iin  months  (a6  times), 1  a 

)ne  year  (5a  times), 

^T-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 

Monon  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D. 

The  Motion  has  put  on  a  fast  flyer  for  Indlnnapo 

£•  The  train  leaves  Chicago,  Dearborn  Station,  a1 
7:  «  P.  M.,  thus  making  the  run,  Chicago  to  Indl 
annpollB,  In  four  hours  and  forty-seven  minutes 
and  Cincinnati  In  seven  hours  and  flfty-flve  min 
utes.  This  is  the  fastest  time  made  between  Chi 
oago  and  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  by  any  line 
The  "Cincinnati  Flyer  "is  equipped  with  .■l.raiU  I 
day  coaches,  the  Monon  celebrated  high-backed 
seats,  parlor  car  and  dining-car.  City  TiokbtI 
Office,  282  Olark  at.,  Chicago,  III,  I 


timber  for    building 
Splendid  climate.    No  prairie  - 


'aul,  Duluth  and 
the  rate  for  whip- 
ants  per  hundred. 
with  creeks  nnd 
d  no  trace  of  al- 
>r  soil.    Plenty  of 


iirdSt.,St.  Paul,  or 

GEO.  A.  MOOMAW, 
Exclusive  Brethren's  Ag 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOfS  Type,  -  -  -   Size,  5#*7  inches. 


THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'sus  Christ,  Hhe  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'br&-bam. 

2  dA'brfi-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
"I'saac  begat  Ja'cQb;  and  -^  Ja'cQb 
begat  jQ'das  and  his  brethren ; 

3  And  "  JQ'das  begat  Pha'rBs  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  hPha'rgs 


:rsian  Levant,  < 

under  gold  edge,  i 
and  is  probably  the 
blc  Bible  for  the  pi 
market.  It  Is  ou 
among  the  Bibles,  s 


It  is  bound 
ivinity  dr- 
edge, red 


rill  MIki:: 


ItC 


send  it  post-paid  for 

$4.00. 

fall  to  call  lor  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Addieii,  BBETHRBtra  PUBLISHING  WASY, 

Mt,  Morris,  III 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
>  to  energetic  agents, 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


ann'. 

,.. 

t,  "  Th«  Lord  onr 

,01111 

t  quettloQ  In  an 

„,.!.. 

R 

Bible 

roodori,  and  no! 

MBSs 

» 

)ER   • 

ould  b.  without 

1  had 

tb 

?„™ 

ness  to  dedicate 

I 

ro 

Md. 

Tho  object  otthlB 

Brethren's  Quarterly. — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  coutains  the  lesson  text, 
a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout,  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  year 35  cents 

ao  copies  and  over 3K  cents  each 

Juvenile  Quarterly, — Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single  subscription,  per  year 10  cents 

6  copies,  per  quarter HCinti 

to  copies  and  OTer «J*  cents  each 

Sunday   School    Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  doton  .  .  .1    86 

Minute  Books,  eaoh, *0 

Class  Books,  per  dozen, 76 

Leaf  ClQater,  pictorial  obart  of  eaoh  lesion, 

Sunday  School  Reward  Cards — Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 
vinced. 

NO.  PEE  PACKAGE  OV  12  OAKD8. 

1*02  Four  Designs,  very  flne,  flowered  bor- 

1815  Four  Designs,  very  flne  gilt  edge,  size 

7x9 60  cents. 

1184  Bmbossed  Designs,  size  ixO 26  cents, 

BIB  Embossed  Flowers,  size  *x6, 26  cents, 

1287  Embossed    Landscape  and    Flowers, 

1281  Embossed,  extra  flne.  slze8Hx6>£, .  .SOeents. 

1294  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  8x6J^, .  .  .  .  16  cents. 
1285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  Wfa&A, .  13  cents. 
1298  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  S^xBH.-  -  .12  cents. 
1291  FlneSoenery,  slze3J4x6H, lOoents. 

000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 
signs  86  cents. 

826{^  Landscape  and  Blrds,slze2x8Kt  ■  ■  .20oents, 


Sorlptare  1 


;  Tickets, 


r  i. 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description,  Always  write  i 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  nun 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  th; 
there  may  be  no  mistake, 

Brsthrkn'b  Publishing  Co,, 

MoKnt  Morris,  III, 


Sunday  School  Song  Book. 

nCommitteo  from  Annuo!  Conform 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

Vou  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  Is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
xts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  he  gained  in 
given  time  of  ils  study,  than  of  others,  be- 

luse  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
jmprebended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

g.  Seven  helps  arc  usually  foaid  on  each 
ige  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 


tion 


marginal  references  of  Ihe  Au- 
following  each  verse. 
narginal  readings  of  the  Alt- 


(4)  The  besl 
orized  Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

{7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
it;  {b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub* 
ject  or  in  comparison  with  it 

It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (I)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  alt  classes  of  per- 
<i)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
(2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
>n  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,  -  -  -  $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,  -  -  -  -  4  5» 
Bound  in  morocco,       -  5  00 

On  receipt  ef  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work.    Address; 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morris,  111, 
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till  sf  ill  in  LuTening  Power, — L«ra*  U.  S.  Oots  Report 


Baking 
Powder 


ABMWrEU    PUBt 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

Fork  oburoh,  Clinton  Co.,  Mo 
.  M„  Fort  Scott,  Knns. 
BO  A.  M.,  Everott  church,  Ev 


EVERY  DAY... 


four  change  forgetting  a  FREE  HOME  among 
B    Brethren    in  North  Dakota  Is  growing  less, 
c  size,  o[  tlio  country  cannot  bu  enlarged,  and 
i>  laud  is  in-lus  rapidly  settled.    Your  opportu- 
ly  Is  NOW.    Investigate,  satisfy  yoursolf  as  to 
i'  foots;  decide,  tbon  not  at  once. 
i'ou  aro  not  going  among  strangers  In  a  strange 
id  by  a  trip  to  North  Dakota.    There  are  now 
teen  settlements  of  Uieturen  along  the  G 
irtheru  Hallway  In  the  Red  River  Vnlloy,  Di 
ho   District  and    Turtle   Mountain    C0UD.tr 

ill  tanners  with  large  Famines  of  boys  and 
11  get  hold  of  FREE  HOMESTEADS  and  ea 
b  themselves  and  their  grown-up  chlldrei 


ON  THE  SOO  LINE! 
FARMING 

Lands 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 
LOW  PRICES  nod  on  EASY  TERMS. 

Timbered  Lands  in™sr 
Prairie  Lands  ^r^r 

Many  Lniuls  for  sale  on   the   CHOP   PAYMENT. 
PLAN, -"On  the  Soo  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

?o.  Benson,  McLean, 

■  in  North  Oak. .la 

LIONITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 
Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
Ther 

Cohmn-t 
Line." 

BRETHREN    a™  respectfully  asked 
^.^^^■^___  to  thoroughly  iuveati- 
On  the  Soo  Line,' 


competing  railroads? 
DO  YOU  WANT  a  free 

Government  Homestead  ? 
BO  YOU  WANT  to  purchase  lnnd 

on  the  Crop  Payment  Plan? 

You  Can   Do   So 

:n  Foster,  Wells  or  Eddy  Counties,  North  Dakota, 

You  Can  Euy  a  Fa;m 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  in  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent   Interest. 


FIFTY    PLISLIC   SCHOOLS  In  Wells  and  Fosl 

A  FLOURISHING  COLONY  OF  GERMAN  BA 
TISTS  nl  nirrliinion,  N.  Dak.,  who  have 
commodious    churrhhoiise,    dedicated    free 

tint)].   DKJNKIN-;   WATER,   L.e   Horn  alkali. 
BLACK  L( 

NATIVE  LIGNITE  COAL.  52.00  1 

I'mTillKloli,    New    Kurkford    in 

LA  1LHOAD  COMPETITION,  Insi 
better  sl.l|,|>inu  fin-llli  1->  and  I 
FURTHER 


Brethren'; 

Plain  Clothing  \ 


1 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 

the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 

Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 

ing    blanks,    tape 

for  ordering  will  be 


.ipplk 


Our  rules  for  self,    j 
simple  any  one  can    1 


understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the   make  and 

the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  4 

er  or  goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices  J 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co.,  I 

47tf                                WARSAW,  IND.  I 

the  future  -will  do  all  business  from  above  address.  { 
A  AA.ft..A-AJrt.A.W.A,»-.*.Ajkj 


(ton    Will  buy  a  good,  threi 


gate  the-  cEi 
fore  decidin 
and  See/ 


C.  W.    MOTT, 

1  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R'j 


fertility  of  the  soil.  Go 
fy  yourself  that  the  uoi 
rent  land  In  (be  East  v 
farm  In  Nonh  Dakota! 


ltry  Is  all  right.     Why 


Northern  Railway  has  no  land  foi 

lent  land  and  through  settled  dls 
land  can  bo  bought  on  easy  terms, 
lool    railway  agent   for  tickets  an< 

ornddressthe  undersigned  for  prlni 
id  lull  particulars  about   rates  ant 

MAX    BASS, 
it,  Chicago,  111. 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


building  a  church  In 


I  address.    Price,  prepaid, 


Special  for  November  and  December. 


bbuk  silk  watch  ebaln  or  a  good  stt.u'  white  met- 
preferenee.  This 
I  December  only. 


offer  is  good  for  i 


ely  satisfactory,  s 


face,  solid  nli 

II  made  and  g 

After  a  thorough  1 


We  sell  good  Family  Bibles  chei 

Addrei.:  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Mt.  Morris,  111, 


vOUR  ILLUSTRATED. LAND  PRIMERS 

Sua   _I   ami  _'_  will,  nia],..  mmiI- -I   it-,  ,..  i,,  (,„>■  address 
They  contain  valua hi..- aadruiiable  information. 

HALF  FARES  fo,r  HomeBeekera  and 


Address,  T.I.  HDRD,  Land  mid  Lulu-trial  Agent, 

"Soo"  Uadwi.y.  .M.WL.U'uJJ.S,  ,M  inn^.-otit 

.  A.  JACK.  Traveling  Immigration  Agent, 

DETROIT,  Michigan 

Or,  FRANK  SWICKARD.Trav.  Immigration  Agent, 


SEND  YOUR  NAME! 


Victor  Remedies  I 

ARE  CURING   THOUSANDS. 
Testimonials  stronger  than  the  strongest  I    We 
re  making  an  EXTRAORDINARY  OFFER  now, 
which  holdB  good  until  DECEMBER  1,  1890. 

Send  Your  Name  and  Address 


Don't  Delay  I    Send  Nowl 

VICTOR  REMEDIES  CO. 

Frederick,  Md\,  U.  S.  A. 


1897 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


ir  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  < 
larged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fa 
ily.     Send  ten  cents  for  a   copy,    or,  better 
yet,  serttl  $1.50  for  the  Gospel  Messen 
gkr  from  now  to  the  end  of   1897,  and  receive 
the  Almanac 


FREE. 


WWe  also  offer  liberal  inducements  to 
agents  who  are  prepared  to  push  the  sale  of 
the  AJmanac.     Write  us! 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 


Mo 


:  Mor; 


,  111. 


P  All 

\  About 
Nebraska 


m 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 


OLID  Stone  Post  that  is  firm  and  indestrtu-ti- 

ble  and    is  sold   n.r.iu    tt>,>-h..lj    llieajter    that 

:  rendered  useless  by  rus 


.Miami  Co.,  Ind. 


The  Dos  Palos  Colony  of  California, 

IN  THIS  MONTH   OF  NOVEMBER, 

Are  camping  out  under  temporary  shelter,  be- 
cause they  want  to  plow  and  sow  and  plnnt  before 
they  build.    It  Is  now  cold  weather  for  California, 


en,  and  spring  chickens  will  soon  sell  at  from 
0  $aper  dozen.    Write  to       B.  Mabks, 

238  Clark  St  ,  Chicago,  III. 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,  -  S4.00. 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,  -  -  4  50 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes.        -        -   c'™ 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents, 


luppr.l.      U.deiviH-e.  1 


SILK 


winter  |g  coming!  $■::? i:,"„::;:;:;:"i,;:;;;.i 


\ 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
eason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
/just  where  to  get  it.  "The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  to 
ministers,  $1.00.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 

4;  to  153  Dearborn  St.       S.  Gregsten,  Prop, 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  Is  ceatrally  located,  and  the  moat  respe 
able  House  of  Its  class  in  the  City.  The  charges  £ 
rate,  varying  In  price  from  75  cents  to  It. 50  P°r 


class  Passenger  Ele\ 


FREE. 

I  will  mail  any  reader  of  the  MESSEHGER 
te  of  my  new  scientific  inhalers  Free,  that 
successfully  treats    Catarrh,    Asthma,   nor 
Fever,    Sick    Headache,     Sore    Throat,  anu 
Colds  in  the  Head.     It  gives  instant  reiiei- 
After  using  it  one  day  as  a  trial  you  may  senu 
me   50  cents    (half  price),  or  return   the 
haler  in  the  original  package.    I  have  sent  u ■ 
many   hundred;  and    have   nothing   but  g° 
reports  from  them.     Every  family  "Jetls 
Send  for  it.     Agents  wanted.    Address 

E»R.  B>.  J.  WORST,. 
PMent  «ppu«a  tor,  ASHUAND.  Oiiw 
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^EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY -f 


It  requires  hundreds  of  years  for  nature  to  build 
up  a  large  forest  tree,  but  modern  art  and  science  can 
convert  this  tree  into  a  newspaper  in  less  than 
three  hours.  It  is  reported  that  a  tree  was  felled 
in  the  forest  near  a  paper  mill  at  7:  3;  A.  M. 
Parts  of  it  were  carried  to  the  mill,  cut  into  short 
pieces,  ground  to  a  fine  pulp,  properly  mixed  with 
other  necessary  ingredients,  made  into  regular  pa- 
per pulp,  run  through  the  pressing  and  drying  roll- 
ers, and  by  9:  35  in  the  morning  the  first  sheet  of 
paper  was  finished.  This  was  taken  to  the  printing 
press  and  by  10  o'clock  the  party  was  reading  the 
news  it  contained.  We  say  this  is  quick  work,  and 
"  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes.  But  it  is  still  more 
wonderful  that  the  trees  can  thus  be  made  to  talk, 
and  serve  as  the  medium  of  transmitting  news. 
The  time  is  coming  when  these  bodies  of  ours  shall 
be  changed  from  the  mortal  to  the  immortal 
'he  twinkling  of  an  eye.'"  I  Cor.  15:  52.  That 
be  still  more  wonderful. 


f  All  hail  to  the  Prince   of  Peace!     He  has  tri- 
umphed again,  and  we  are  now  assured  that  the 
trouble  between   the  United   States   and   England 
has  been  virtually  settled.    An  agreement  between 
the  two  great   leaders    in    civilization    has    been 
'eached,  and  the  boundary  line  question  of  Vene- 
zue'a  is  to  be  arbitrated  by  England  selecting  two 
"■en  and  the  United  States  two.     King  Oscar,  of 
veden  and  Norway,  is  agreed  upon  as  the  fifth 
an.    These  five  will  take  the  evidence  that  may 
Produced   on   both   sides   under  consideration, 
render  a  decision  that  is  not  only  to  be  impar- 
1  but  is  to  serve  as  a  precedent  for  all  similar 
'sPutes  relating  to  this  and  the  mother  country, 
's  is  a  grand  victory  for  peace,  and  shows  that  in 
amoP°rti0n  "  'he  innuence  of  Christianity  is  felt 
ong  the  nations,  in  that  proportion  may  we  see 
rjl'"1  resort  to  peaceable  methods  for  settling  their 
Sa,P"les-     How  much  better,  and  how  much  more 
^factory  is  this  than    war!     It  not  only  saves 
■°ns  up0n  millions  of  money,  but  it  saves  thou- 


sands upon  thousands  of  lives.  We  may  rest  as- 
sured that  our  preaching  and  writing  in  opposition 
to  war,  and  in  favor  of  arbitration,  has  not  been  in 
vain.  Let  us  take  courage,  and  continue  to  propa- 
gate and  defend  the  principles  of  peace  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  world. 


Elsewhere  we  state  that  the  Venezuela  bounda- 
ry line  dispute  is  to  be  settled  by  arbitration.  An 
agreement  to  this  effect  has  been  reached  by  Sec- 
retary Olney,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  Sir  Julien  Pauncefote,  representing  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  The  agreement  was  reached  in 
Washington  just  in  time  to  be  cabled  to  Lord  Sal- 
isbury, who  was  to  announce  the  fact  in  his  speech 
at  the  Lord  Mayor's  banquet  in  London,  on  the 
evening  of  the  9th.  In  a  little  more  than  an 
hour  after  the  terms  ot  arbitration  had  been  set- 
tled in  Washington  City,  Lord  Salisbury  was  stand- 
ing in  the  finely-decorated  hall,  at  the  Mayor's 
banquet,  London,  in  the  presence  of  nine  hundred 
gifted  and  prominent  guests.  The  scene  in  the 
hall  was  a  brilliant  one.  The  whole  civilized  world 
was  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  Mr.  Salisbury's 
speech,  for  it  was  believed  that  some  important 
announcements  would  be  made.  When  he  an- 
nounced the  agreement  between  the  mother  coun- 
try and  the  United  States,  respecting  the  Venezuela 
matter,  it  produced  quite  a  sensation  in  the  hall, 
for  everybody  understood  that  that  not  only  meant 
oeace,  but  th^t  the  hn^rie  nf  r?.e.  v.-.!  i.... 
greatly  strengthened.  And  now  that  King  Oscar, 
of  Sweden  and  Norway,  is  to  serve  as  one  of  the 
arbitrators,  considerable  attention  is  directed  to 
him.  He  is  known  as  "  the  Giant  King,"  as  he 
stands  six  feet,  three  inches  in  height,  and  is  as 
wise  and  intellectual  as  he  is  tall.  Probably  no 
better  selection  could  have  been  made.  The  four 
arbitrators  who  are  to  represent  the  United  States 
and  England,  have  not  yet  been  named. 

The  smallest  republic  in  the  world  is  said  to 
be  Tavolara,  a  minute  island  in  the  Mediterranean 
Sea.  Its  population  numbers  about  fifty-five  per- 
sons, who  are  engaged  in  the  fishing  business. 
It  is  very  little  in  touch  with  the  rest  of  the  world. 
It  became  an  independent  kingdom  sixty  years  ago, 
by  the  gift  of  King  Charles  Albert.  Its  population 
at  that  time  was  about  thirty-five.  The  process  by 
which  this  microscopic  kingdom  became  a  repub- 
lic, involved  no  revolution,  no  insurrection,  no 
bloodshed.  In  1882,  its  King,  Paul  I.,  was  found 
dead  in  his  arm-chair,  and  on  the  table  before 
him  with  the  ink  hardly  yet  dry,  lay  his  last  will 
and  testament.  This  was  the  charter  by  which 
the  kingdom  became  a  republic.  Disregarding  his 
personal  possessions,  he  willed  the  sovereignty  of 
the  island  to  the  people.  The  fishermen  drew  up 
a  constitution,  and,  notwithstanding  their  little  ex- 
perience with  matters  of  government,  this  has  been 
adhered  to  ever  since,  without  even  an  amendment. 
Of  late,  an  election  took  place  for  a  president. 
There  were  two  candidates  in  the  field,  and  it  is  said 
that  party  feeling  ran  high,  but  it  was  settled  by  the 
majority  vote,  and  now  the  affairs  of  the  nation  are 
running  along  smoothly.  Here  is  a  republic 
where  every  boy  and  girl  may  expect  to  occupy 
the  presidential  chair  some  day,  for  no  distinction 
of  sexes  before  the  law  is  known.  Why  could  not 
some  of  the  great  kingdoms  of  earth  take  lessons 
from  this  little  island,  set  some  of  their  islands  free 
and  permit  them  to  keep  house, — so  to  speak,— for 
themselves!  Little  republics,  as  well  as  great 
ones,  may  exist  and  even  prosper.  This  may 
serve  as  a  hint  to  some  of  the  elders  who  find  a 


number  of  small  congregations  entrusted  to  them. 
Why  not  make  a  Titus  of  themselves,  and  ordain 
elders  in  all  of  these  churches,  and  thus  teach  them 
how  to  care  for  themselves!  See  Titus  I:  5.  There 
may  be  little  churches,  as  well  as  little  republics. 


Now  and  then  some  people  become  frightened 
concerning  the  wonderful  progress  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  as  they  are  made  to  believe,  thinking  that 
it  will  soon  come  into  power  in  this  country,  and 
persecute  the  Protestants  as  in  days  of  yore.  In 
order  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  timid,  we  must  oc- 
casionally give  some  of  the  facts.  The  Catholiq 
church  is  strong  because  it  is  well  organized,  full 
of  superstition,  and  manages  to  get  hold  of  plen- 
ty of  money,  and,  by  the  way,  it  requires  an  im- 
mense amount  of  money  to  run  that  church.  But 
in  spite  of  this,  her  strength  is  waning.  Catholi- 
cism cannot  stand  in  the  face  of  free  schools.  Uni- 
versal education  will  yet  prove  the  ruin  of  the 
Catholic  power.  The  Church  of  Rome  is  gradual- 
ly growing  weaker  in  nearly  every  nation.  The 
Pope  has  been  deprived  of  his  temporal  power,  and 
he  can  not  make  use  of  the  inquisition  and  dun- 
geons as  means  to  thin  the  Protestants'  ranks  and 
increase  his  own,  as  in  the  centuries  gone  by.  The 
Pope  and  priests  must  now  meet  the  other  church- 
es on  an  equal  footing.  It  is  a  battle  of  words  and 
arguments,  —  a  question  of  moral  suasion.  The 
people  are  thinking  for  themselves,  and  not  a  few 
CaiiiUiK.3  are.  uu.'ut;  tijcjr  own  Jiiblc  reading. 
Light  is  coming,  and  that  is  dispersing  supersti- 
tion and  lessening  the  influence  of  the  priests. 
Taking  it  all  in  all,  the  Catholics  are  having  their 
share  of  internal,  as  well  as  external  troubles 
common  to  churches.  She  is  strong,  but  not  all- 
powerful.  Her  numbers  are  great,  but  not  equal 
to  the  sands  of  the  sea. 


Noah  was  the  first  person,  of  whom  we  have  any 
account,  to  make  use  of  the  pigeon  (dove)  as  a 
news-gatherer.  The  second  time  he  sent  out  the 
dove  she  returned  with  an  olive  branch,  indicating 
that  the  waters  were  receding  from  the  plains. 
This  use  of  the  dove  reminds  us  of  a  remarkable 
story  recently  told.  It  is  said  that  when  Dr.  Nan- 
sen  started  in  search  of  the  North  Pole,  a  few  years 
ago,  he  took  with  him  in  the  vessel,  some  trained 
pigeons.  He  had  provision  to  last  five  years,  and 
his  wife,  who  remained  at  home,  understood  that 
she  might  not  hear  from  her  husband  for  a  few 
years  unless  news  could  be  sent  by  one  of  the  pig- 
eons. One  morning  she  saw  one  of  the  pigeons 
at  the  window.  Her  husband  had  been  gone  over 
two  years.  Instantly  the  window  was  opened, 
and  the  wife  of  the  Arctic  explorer  in  another  mo- 
ment covered  the  little  messenger  with  kisses  and 
caresses.  It  brought  a  note  from  Nansen,  stating 
that  all  was  going  well  with  him  and  his  expedi- 
tion in  the  Polar  regions.  Nansen  had  fastened  a 
message  to  the  carrier  pigeon  and  turned  the  bird 
loose.  The  frail  courier  darted  out  into  the  bliz- 
zardly  air.  It  flew  like  an  arrow  over  a  thousand 
miles  of  a  frozen  waste,  and  then  sped  forward 
over  another  thousand  miles  of  ocean  and  plains 
and  forests,  and  one  morning  entered  the  window 
of  the  waiting  mistress,  and  delivered  the  mes- 
sage she  had  been  awaiting  so  anxiously.  We  boast 
of  human  pluck,  sagacity,  and  endurance;  but  this 
loving  little  carrier-pigeon,  in  its  homeward  flight, 
after  an  absence  of  thirty  months,  accomplished  a 
feat  so  wonderful  that  we  can  only  give  ourselves 
up  to  the  amazement  and  admiration  which  must 
overwhelm  every  one  when  the  story  is  told.  Mrs. 
Nansen's  pigeon  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world, 
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•ESSAYS^ 

Study  Ic  show  thyself  approved  onto  God. «  workman  that  necdeth  not  1 
ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  Word  ol  Truth." ^ 

(JIVINO  AND  TAKINO. 

A  Thanksgiving  !ncldent. 

Thb  skies  were  wet  and  murky, 

The  streets  were  patched  with  snow, 
The  beaded  pines  like  Iriars 

In  silence  stood  a-row: 
With  reverent  gladness  thronging 

Up  to  the  holy  place 
Came  blooming  men  and  women 

To  praise  God's  liberal  grace. 
What  recked  the  rosy  children 

That  sunless  broke  the  day? 
In  furry  gowns  and  mufflers 

They  churchward  led  the  way; 
Their  boundless  faith  brought  visions 

Of  boards  with  plenty  piled, 
Where  aunts  and  uncles  chatted 

And  pretty  cousins  smiled. 
Hut  as  in  thankful  <|uiet 

1  walked  the  gray  street  thro', 
A  somber,  brief  procession 

Came  slowly  into  view; 
Black  veils  and  tear-wet  kerchiefs 

Their  simple  tale  betrayed; 
Within  a  tiny  casket 

Their  joy  the  weepers  laid. 
As  gravely  thro'  the  village 

The  modest  cortege  paced, 
1  turned  to  look,  and  wondered 

What  thanks  the  sad  wheels  traced; 
Did  God  call  that  a  blessing 

To  take  the  babe  away, 
And  did  the  mourners  praise  Him 

For  such  a  dreary  day? 
Our  poor,  blind  eyes  are  worthless 

To  show  us  God's  best  deeds; 
Our  earth-bound  hearls  are  useless 

To  learn  our  sternest  needs; 
So  whether  glad  or  heart-wrung, 

Our  song  should  be  the  same: 
"The  Lord  hath  given  and  taken, 

And  blessed  be  His  name!  " 

— Attaline  Hohf  Beery. 


OUR  FUNERALS. 


BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

Die  we  must,  it  is  so  ordained,  and  buried  we 
hope  to  be,  for  it  is  seemly.  But  there  is  a  phase 
about  our  funerals  that  is  too  common  and  ought 
to  be  remedied.  Reference  is  had  to  the  feasting 
after  the  ceremonies  at  the  grave  and  the  return  to 
the  house.  If  there  ever  was  a  time  when  this  cus- 
tom was  a  correct  one  it  was  when  the  country  was 
sparsely  settled  and  people  came  from  a  distance 
and  required  something  to  eat  before  going  home. 
In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  now  it  is  a  custom  better 
honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observance. 
Vet  it  is  the  custom,  the  fashion,  and  it  is  one  of 
the  hardest  things  to  break  away  from,  yet  all  the 
same  it  ought  to  be  broken  up. 

Here  is  a  comparatively  rich  man,  a  farmer,  we 
will  say,  and  he  dies.  Immediately  the  neighbors 
take  possession  of  the  house  and  there  is  no  end  of 
preparation  of  a  big  meal.  Cooking,  baking,  and 
all  that,  are  going  on  and  the  house  is  turned  up- 
side down.  A  hundred  people  come  back  and  eat 
there  because  it  is  the  custom  and  they  have  bi 
invited.  They  wander  around  over  the  place  and 
talk  about  everything  but  the  solemnity  of  the  oc 
casion.  Then  the  tenant  on  the  farm  dies.  His 
family  are  poor  and  have  not,  perhaps,  enough  to 
pay  off  the  expenses  of  the  funeral.  But  the  sur- 
vivors think  that  they  must  do  something  in  the 
way  of  a  big  meal  after  it  is  all  over,  and  it  is  so 
done.  It  is  not  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  dead,  it  is 
a  poor  following  of  a  poor  custom  that  ought  to  be 
done  away  with. 

The  place  to  begin  a  reformation  of  a  thing  of 
this  kind  is  with  those  who  arc  able  to  give  the 
feast  and  who  have  the  moral  courage  not  to  do  it. 
Then  those  who  are  not  able  to  do  it  will  take  cour- 
age to  keep  free  from  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
there  is  ever  a  time  when  people  want  quiet  and 
privacy  it  is  after  they  have  laid  their  loved  ones 
to  rest. 


Yet  we  all  know  how  common  it  is  to  take  hold 
in  the  way  indicated  and  make  a  feast,  with  its  ex- 
pense, trouble,  and  the  after-work  of  righting 
things,  all  because  it  is  the  custom,  the  fashion  in 
such  things.  Then  there  are  some  people  who 
make  a  business  of  following  up  funerals  and  they 
are  often  thoughtlessly  outspoken  in  their  criticism 
of  the  appointments  and  loud  in  their  comparison 
of  the  present  occasion  with  similar  ones  they 
have  attended  in  the  past. 

It  is  all  right  to  attend  funerals,  and  it  is  com- 
mendable all  around,  but  after  the  burial,  if  there 
is  no  good  reason  for  returning  to  the  house,  other 
than  eating,  go  home.  If  there  is  anything  that 
you  think  of  saying  it  will  keep  till  the  echo  of  the 
:lods  on  the  coffin  is  out  of  the  ears  of  the  be- 
eaved. 

Lewisbnrg,  Pa. 


THE  WORLD'S  PARLIAMENT  OF  RELIGIONS. 


Before  this  parliament  was  held,  and  while  it 
was  in  session,  some  people  wondered  how  repre- 
sentatives of  the  church  of  Christ  could  meet  on 
an  equality  with  those  of  Mohammedanism,  Con- 
fucianism, Buddhism,  etc.  Three  years  have 
passed,  and  the  results  of  this  great  meeting  have 
given  still  more  reason  for  thought.  Many  have 
looked  upon  it  as  wrong,  even  as  sinful;  and  that 
among  those  who  are  most  anxious  to  see  the  peo- 
ple of  the  world  lifted  to  a  higher  plane. 

Was  there  any  sufficient  reason  for  such  an  as- 
sembly? What  was  the  purpose  of  it?  What  good 
could  it  do?  Some  say  it  was  to  make  people 
more  liberal  in  their  religious  views.  As  if  that 
were  needed!  The  trouble  is  that  people  are  al- 
ready too  liberal  in  their  views  on  this  subject.  In- 
stead of  having  something  which  will  make  us 
throw  away  a  part  of  the  doctrine  in  which  we  have 
believed  we  need  something  which  will  make  us 
hold  more  tenaciously  to  it.  We  Eyre  told  that  we 
ought  to  give  the  more  earnest  heed  to  the  things 
hich  we  have  heard,  lest  at  any  time  we  should 
let  them  slip."  "  This  is  love,  that  we  walk  after 
:ommandments.  This  is  the  commandment, 
That,  as  ye  have  heard  from  the  beginning,  ye 
Id  walk  in  it."  "Whosoever  ....  abid- 
eth  not  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  hath  not  God." 
If  there  come  any  unto  you,  and  bring  not  this 
doctrine,  receive  him  not  into  your  house,  neither 
bid  him  God  speed."  "Ye  should  earnestly  con- 
tend for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  unto 
the  saints."  "  Whoso  looketh  into  the  perfect  law 
of  liberty,  and  continueth  therein,  ....  shall 
be  blessed  in  his  deed." 

Many  other  passages  might  be  quoted  to  show 
that  the  danger  is  not  that  we  shall  follow  too 
closely  in  the  footsteps  of  our  Master,  but  that  we 
shall  get  too  far  away  from  them.  Many,  perhaps 
the  majority,  of  the  so-called  religious  leaders  of 
our  country  are  urging  us  to  be  more  liberal.  But 
Christ  and  his  apostles  are  on  the  other  side;  they 
tell  us  to  cling  close  to  God,  and  he  will  cling  close 
to  us.  Is  it  better  to  follow  the  men  of  the  present 
day  than  to  follow  Christ?  Do  they  know  better 
what  is  essential  to  salvation  than  the  apostles 
did?  Can  there  be  any  doubt  in  any  one's  mind  as 
to  whether  it  is  safer  to  follow  God  or  fallible  man? 
The  evils  resulting  from  the  Parliament  of  Re- 
ligions were  thus  set  forth  in  the  Missionary  Review 
of  the  World  for  December,  1894:  "The  crowning 
mistake  of  this  Parliament  of  Religions  was  the  fa- 
tal blunder  of  at  least  implying  that  salvation  is  not 
in  Christ  alone.  And  in  so  far,  the  Parliament  was 
and  stilt  is  the  foe  of  Christian  missions,  and  has 
already  done  measureless  harm. 

"  The  Christian  faith  was  there  held  up  as  one— 
albeit  the  best — among  many  religions.  No  doubt 
God  has  '  in  every  nation  those  who  work  right- 
eousness and  are  accepted  with  him;'  but  it  does 
not  follow  that  this  is  in  consequence  of  the  false 
faiths  prevailing  among  those  nations;  it  is,  rather, 
in  spite  of  them.  If  God  is  no  respecter  of  per- 
sons,  he  is   quite  as  little  a   respecter   of  the  so- 


called  religions  of  the  Moslem,  heathen,  andnT~~ 
world.  Paean 

"Such  parliaments  will  never  turn  men  from 
rors  and  idols  to  serve  the  living  and  true  God      j 
to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heaven;  they  will,  rati 
entrap  victims  of  superstition  in  a  false  securit  ' 
and  lull  them  to  sleep  on  the  brink  of  ruin.    vVl/t 
would  Peter,  John,  and   Paul  have  said  had  th 
seen  disciples  in  their  day  fraternizing,  as  co-r 
ligionists,  with  the  heathen  peoples  against  whom 
they  testified,  and  degrading  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  the  level  of  Brahma 
and   Buddha,   Zoroaster   and   Confucius,   and   the 
mystic  nonsense  of  theosophy!  " 

In  the  same  number  one  man  says:  "I  should 
deem  any  participation  on  my  part  in  such  a  parlia- 
ment as  treason  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  would  rather 
be  burned  at  the  stake  a  thousand  times  than  be 
guilty  of  it."  Another:  "  Ministers  of  the  faith  of 
God's  elect  flirted  with  the  daughters  of  Moab.  Is. 
rael  danced  with  Baal." 

Think  of  an  audience,  most  of  whom  profess  to 
be  Christians,  applauding  a  heathen  for  the  follow- 
ing speech:  "  The  Parliament  was  called  because 
the  Western  nations  have  come  to  realize  the  weak- 
ness and  folly  of  Christianity,  and  they  really 
wished  to  hear  from  us  of  our  religion,  and  to  learn 
what  the  best  religion  is.  The  meetings  showed 
the  great  superiority  of  Buddhism  over  Christiani- 
ty, and  the  mere  fact  of  calling  the  meetings 
showed  that  the  Americans  and  other  Western 
peoples  had  lost  their  faith  in  Christianity  and 
were  ready  to  accept  the  teachings  of  our  superior 
religion." 

What  effect  must  such  statements  as  these  have 
on  the  unconverted  in  heathen  lands?  And  yet 
did  not  those  who  profess  to  believe  in  the  religion 
of  Christ  give  occasion  for  such  remarks?     If  we 


listen  to  and  applaud  those 
we  profess  to  hold  most  sac 
result?  Does  it  not  really  : 
of  our  religion,  that  we  are 
and  that  we  are  ready  and  a 
thing  else?  What  fel 
ness,  he  that  believes 


lo  are  attacking  what 
1,  what   must  be  the 
m  that  we  are  tired 
2  glad  to  see  it  attacked, 
anxious  to  accept  some- 
hip  has    light    with    C^ark-" 

h  an  infidel,  Christ,  'with 
Belial?  The  command  of  God  is  to  come  out  from 
among  them,  to  be  separate,  to  touch  not  the  un- 
clean thing. 

Not  long  ago  the  following  very  sensible  words 
appeared  in  one  of  the  religious  papers:  "It  is  a 
serious  question  whether  the  Parliament  of  Relig- 
ions of  a  few  years  ago  has  not  placed  Christianity 
in  a  false  light.    Whe 


part  of  the  world  abou 
with  her  own  religion, 
cius  being  sufficient,' 
propaganda  that  mea 


11  this  talk  on  th. 
t  '  China  being  fully  content 
'  and  '  the  ethics  of  Confu- 
'  why  assail  China  with  a 
ns  the  overthrow  of  all  she 
holds  dear,'  etc.,  etc.?  Public  opinion  has  been 
poisoned  as  to  :':e  nature  and  ends  of  Christianity. 
If  heathenism  wi'.h  its  iron  heel  on  the  neck  of 
millions,  its  eyes  bleared  with  centuries  of  crime 
against  humanity,  its  garments  saturated  with  sen- 
suality and  sin,  its  black  flag  floating  over  so  great 
a  part  of  the  world,  can  be  invited  into  the  drawing- 
room  of  Christian  civilization  to  parley  and  negoti- 
ate with  the  Gospel,  we  need  not  affect  surprise  it 
that  same  public  opinion  should  come  back  at  the 
church  which  coddles  heathenism  one  day  and  at- 
tempts to  convert  it  the  next." 

And  yet  there  are  a  great  many  who  think  the 
Parliament  of  Religions  was  just  what  was  neede  , 
and  among  this  great  many  we  find  those  who  pro 
fess  to  be  very  close  followers  of  Christ.  1"  ^ 
leading   religious   publication   of  recent   date  on^ 


'  privilege  "  to  be  prese: 


writer  says  it  was  hi; 
some  of  the  meeting; 

There  is  yet  the  first  one  to  be  heard  from 
forsook  what  we  are  told  is  heathen  darkness  aw 
accepted  the  Gospel  on  account  of  what  he  n^ 
at  these  meetings.  We  know  that  some  o 
who  were  present  went  home  and  told  their  tri^ 
how  glad  Christians  were  to  learn  of  them.  ^ 
were  they  not  justified  in  saying  just  this  to  ^ 
friends  and  everybody  else?  If  one  who  has^  ^ 
erend  before  the  name  and  D.  D.  after  it  co  (a. 
in  the  parliament  what  was  said,  the  repr 
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tives  of  the  different  faiths  but  told  the  truth  on 
their  return  home  when  they  said  Christians  were 
glad  to  learn  of  them.  1  quote  from  the  report  of 
"The  World's  Parliament  of  Religions:"  'The 
last  moments  of  the  great  Parliament  are  passing. 
We  who  welcomed  now  speed  the  parting  guest. 
We  are  glad  you  came,  O  wise  men  of  the  East. 
With  your  wise  words,  your  large,  tolerant  spirit, 
and  your  gentle  ways,  we  have  been  glad  to  sit  at 
your  feet  and  learn  of  you  in  these  things.  We  are 
glad  to  have  seen  you  face  to  face,  and  we  shall 
count  you  henceforth  more  than  ever  our  friends 
and  co-workers  in  the  great  things  of  Religion." 

A  professed  follower  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
"  glad  "  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  "heathens  and  "  learn  " 
of  them  in  religious  matters!  It  is  high  time  to 
awake  out  of  sleep;  it  is  time  to  ask  ourselves 
whether  we  are  not  to  some  extent  falling  into  the 
same  error  that  these  professing  Christians  have 
fallen  into;  it  is  time  to  show  that  we  are  not  tired 
of  the  religion  of  our  Savior,  but  that  we  consider 
it  the  most  precious  thing  we  have  in  this  world. 

Ml.  Morris,  111. 


BY  MATTIE  A.  LEAR. 


i.  Duties — Duty  is  defined  as  "The  loyal  per 
rmance  of  obligation."  To  be  loyal,  is  to  b( 
thful,  especially  under  trying  circumstances.  Tc 
faithful,  is  to  be  true  and  constant, 
shaken. 

1  Tim.  3:  11,  has,  in  a  few 
duties  of  a  minister's  wife; 
wives  be  grave,  not  slandei 
all   things."     It   seems  to   n 


Paul,  i, 
forth  the 
must  the 
faithful  i 


words,  set 
"  Even  so 
ous,  sober, 
e  that  if  a 


minister's  wife  comes  up  to  this  standard,  she  is  in- 
deed a  help-meet  to  her  husband  in  his  high  and 
holy  calling. 

We  will  now  offer  some  comments  on  triese  qual- 
ifications, as  set  forth  by  the  apostle.  She' must  be 
"  grave."  To  be  grave  is  to  be  "  not  light  or  gay," 
but  sober,  serious,  influential,  plain.  When  we 
take  into  consideration  the  dignity  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  ministerial  office, — an  office  that  has 
been  ordained  of  God,  and  he  who  is  to  fill  this  of- 
fice, as  one  chosen  as  the  ambassador  of  Christ,  I 
Cor.  5:  20,  empowered  by  the  authority  of  heaven 
to  carry  the  message  of  reconciliation,  the  most 
wonderful  message  that  was  ever  intrusted  to  a  cre- 
ated being,  to  guilty,  rebellious  man,  no  wonder, 
indeed,  that  she  who  is  so  closely  associated  with 
one,  chosen  to  fill  so  high  a  place  in  the  kingdom 
of  Christ,  should  be,  in  her  conduct  and  deport- 
ment, above  reproach. 

When  a  citizen  of  any  country  is  chosen  to  re- 
present his  country  at  a  foreign  court,  in  the  capa- 
city of  an  ambassador,  it  is  expected  that  he  will 
be  true  and  loyal  to  the  government  that  sent  him 
to  transact  her  business.  It  is  also  expected  of  his 
wife  that  she  have  her  country's  interest,  and  her 
husband's  honor  deeply  at  heart.  The  opposite 
conduct  in  the  wife  of  one  upon  whom  such  heavy 
obligations  have  been  imposed,  and  such  high  hon- 
ors have  been  conferred  would  be  to  disgrace  her 
country,  to  dishonor  her  husband,  and  to  lower 
her  own  standard  of  true  womanhood. 

If,  then,  in  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  it  is  re- 
quired of  the  wives  of  their  public  servants  that 
they  be  true;  that  they  hold  up  the  hands  of  their 
companions,  that  they  assist  and  encourage  them, 
and  are  true  help-meets,  how  much  greater  fidelity 
is  required  of  her  who  is  the  wife  of  an  ambassador 
of  Christ! 

My  dear  sisters,  we  have  a  place,  a  very  impor- 
tant place,  to  fill  in  the  vjneyard  of  our  dear  Lord. 
Do  we  not  have  his  blessed  cause  as  near  to  our 
hearts?  Are  we  not  as  much  interested  in  the  ex- 
tension of  his  kingdom  as  are  our  brethren?  Oh, 
w=  need  the  blessed  Jesus.  We  need  him  even 
■"ore  than  they  do.  Our  weakness,  our  depend- 
ence,  and  our  sensibilities,  reach  out  after  just  such 

'Read  before  the  Ministerial  Meeting  at  Mansfield,  111. 


a  friend.    He  supplies  every   want;    he    satisfies 
every  longing. 

Let  us,  then,  accept  with  gratitude,  with  joy, 
whatever  work  the  Master  assigns  to  us!  If  that 
work  be  a  lowly  one,  it  is  our  blessed  privilege, 
yea  it  is  possible  for  us  so  to  do  it  that  we  not  on- 
ly acquit  ourselves  with  honor,  but  we  may  also  re- 
flect luster  and  dignity  on  the  work.  Everything 
that  is  done  for  Jesus  is  great.  The  great  honor  to 
us  is  that  he  admits  us  to  be  co-workers  together 
with  him. 

To  be  loyal  under  difficulties  is  the  test  of  char- 
acter, and  there  are  times  when  the  fidelity  and 
faithfulness  of  a  minister's  wife  are  severely  tested. 
Oh  what  a  help,  what  a  tower  of  strength,  a  no- 
ble Christian  wife  may  be  to  the  struggling  and  of- 
ten despondent  minister!  Frequently  when  called 
to  leave  home  and  its  hallowed  endearments,  to  go 
and  labor  in  the  cause  of  the  Master,  the  fond  hus- 
band and  father  hesitates  to  go.  It  is  painful  for 
him  to  leave  the  sweet  family  influences.  He  feels 
that  his  business  will  suffer.  It  is  then  that  the 
consecration,  the  courage,  and  the  fidelity  of  the 
wife  may  rise  to  sublimity.  It  is  then  that  she 
may  prove  herself  a  true  help-meet.  Her  heart  all 
aglow  with  the  love  of  God,  she  encourages,  and 
even  entreats,  her  husband  to  go  and  attend  to  his 
Lord's  business.  She  thinks  not  of  the  increased 
labors  and  cares  that  will  fall  to  her  lot  during  her 
husband's  absence.  She  recks  not  the  lonely  days 
and  nights  that  must  intervene,  ere  she  see  her 
loved  one  again.  She  forces  back  the  tears  that 
start  at  his  departure,  and  appears  cheerful  and 
happy, — all  that  home  cares  may  not  distract  his 
thoughts  and  prevent  him  from  doing  efficient 
work  for  the  Master.  Oh  tell  me  not  that  s 
self-immolation  is  not  just  as  acceptable  to  God,  as 
the  more  public  and  eloquent  appeals  of  the  hus- 
band! 

The  next  qualification  is  put  in  a  negative  form, 
"  Not  slanderous."  To  slander  is  to  defame  or  in- 
jure by  maliciously  uttering  a  false  report.  Surely 
no  child  of  God  would  so  far  forget  himself  as  to 
do  so  unbecoming  a  thing, — much  less  a  minister's 
wife.  Solomon  says,  "  Out  of  the  heart  are  the 
issues  of  life,"  and,  we  might  add,  the  issues  of 
dea,th.  Again,  our  Savior  tells  us,  "  Out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  speaketh." 

A  slanderous  tongue  is  surely  an  index  of  a  cor- 
rupt heart.  James  tells  us  what  terrible  evils  are 
in  the  unbridled  tongue.  In  chapter  three  he  com- 
mences his  address  by  the  startling  declaration, 
"  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  a  per- 
fect man,  and  able  also  to  bridle  the  whole  body." 
Verse  2. 

The  next  qualification  is  "  sober."  The  first 
meaning  of  sober  is  "  to  be  temperate  in  the  use  of 
spirituous  liquors,  the  next,  not  to  be  heated  with 
passion,  exercising  cool,  dispassionate  reason,  self- 
controlled,  self-possessed."  To  have  all  our  pas- 
sions, and  our  appetites  under  complete  control,  or 
rather  under  the  control  of  divine  grace,  is  indeed 
a  wonderful  achievement,  only  attainable  after 
long  and  persistent  effort, — after  much  crucifying 
of  the  flesh.  But  what  an  achievement!  What 
dignity,  what  loftiness  of  soul,  what  grace,  what 
beauty  such  attainments  confer  upon  their  possess- 

We  often  hear  it  remarked  of  those  who  have 
passed  through  a  regular,  collegiate  training,  "  How 
cultured,  how  refined  they  are,  how  self-possessed!  " 
Yet  often  much  of  this  culture  is  mere  surface 
work.  Not  so  with  those  who  have  graduated  in 
the  school  of  Christ.  Evil  has  been  eliminated 
from  the  heart,  and  the  modest  deportment,  the 
chaste  conversation,  the  low,  sweet  words,  the 
touch  of  sympathy,  are  all  but  the  spontaneous 
overflowings  of  a  heart,  purified  and  ennobled  by  di- 
vine grace. 

My  dear  sisters,  wherever  we  are,  whatever  our 
circumstances  may  be,  we  can  have  the  "  orna- 
ment of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  which  is  in  the 
sight  of  God  of  great  price."  It  is  better,— im- 
measurably better,— to  have  that  which  is  precious 
in  God's  sight,  than  to  have  that  which  is  highly 
esteemed   by  the  world.    A  truly  dignified,   self- 


possessed,  calm,  serene,  unruffled  woman  is  a  power 
for  good  anywhere,  but  especially  well  is  she  quali- 
fied to  grace  the  responsible  position  of  a  minis- 
ter's wife. 

Next  it  is  required  of  her  that  she  be  "  faithful 
in  all  things."  The  apostle  now  sums  up  the 
whole  matter  in  a  few  words,  "  Faithful  in  all 
things."  By  this  last  clause,  he  wishes  to  more 
forcibly  impress  upon  the  mind  what  he  has  before 
enjoined.  If  any  instruction  has  been  omitted,  if 
any  duty  has  been  overlooked,  it  is  included  in  the 
"  Faithful  in  all  things."  To  be  faithful  is  to  be 
firm  in  adherence  to  duty,  let  that  duty  be  what  it 
may.  It  requires  that  she  be  always  at  her  post; 
that  she  ever  holds  herself  in  readiness  to  do 
whatsoever  is  required  of  her,  that  she  exert  all  her 
influence  to  further  the  cause  of  the  divine  Tvlaster. 

2.  To  be  responsible  is  to  be  accountable  or  to  be 
able  to  answer  in  accordance  with  what  is  expected 
or  demanded, — liable  to  be  brought  to  account  or 
punishment  for  neglect  of  .duty.  From  the  above 
definitions  we  find  that  when  God  lays  a  burden 
upon  us,  he  holds  us  strictly  accountable  for  the 
manner  in  which  we  perform  our  work.  He  knows 
our  capabilities,  and  if  he  assigns  to  us  an  arduous 
task,  one  that  is  fraught  with  difficulties,  he  de- 
mands that  we  do  our  very  best,  that  we  put  forth 
every  effort  to  do  our  work  well,  and  if  we  do 
this, — if  we  bring  into  play  all  our  powers,  and 
spare  no  pains  to  acquit  ourselves  with  honor,  how 
great  a  reward  is  ours!  True,  our  blessed  Savior 
has  taught  us  to  say,  after  having  done  all  that  we 
are  commanded  to  do,  "  We  are  unprofitable  ser- 
vants; we  have  done  that  which  was  our  duty  to 
do,"  yet  we  have  the  comforting  assurance  that  our 
labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  and  we  also  have 
the  blessed  promise  that  our  work  of  faith,  and  la- 
bor of  love,  and  patience  of  hope  in  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ  is  precious  in  the  sight  of  God,  our  Fa- 
ther. 

My  dear  sisters,  "  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  do- 
ing; for  in  due  season  we  shall  reap,  if  we  faint 
not."  We  shall  reap  what  we  sow.  "  For  he  that 
soweth  to  his  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corrup- 
tion: but  he  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the 
Spirit  reap  life  everlasting." 

We  will  now  offer  a  few  remarks  on  what  the 
church  owes  to  her  ministers'  wives.  We  know 
that  the  blessed  Christ  hath  declared,  "  The  work- 
man is  worthy  of  his  meat,"  Paul  exhorts,  "We 
beseech  you  brethren,  to  know  them  which  labor 
among  you  and  to  esteem  them  very  highly  in  love 
for  their  work's  sake."  Such  self-denying  sisters 
need,  and  it  is  their  right  to  have,  the  full  sympa- 
thy and  help  of  the  church.  They  should  be  kind- 
ly remembered  and  visited  frequently  during  the 
absence  of  the  husband.  They  should  be  made  to 
feel  that  their  faithfulness  is  appreciated  by  the 
church.  They  should  not  be  suffered  to  want  for 
anything  while  the  husband  is  absent. 

Hudson,  III.       _______^_ 

THE  POWER  OF  TESTIMONY. 


That  testimony  has  an  important  bearing  upon 
any  statement  or  fact  is  a  matter  of  every-day  oc- 
currence. Its  relative  importance  no  one  denies, 
even  that  relating  to  Christianity,  but  its  specific 
value  is  seldom  taken  account  of  in  religion. 

In  this  brief  article  I  desire  merely  to  point  out 
the  value  of  individual  testimony  to  the  personal  ele- 
ment in  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ.  In  fact,  the 
very  core  of  the  Christian  religion  is  its  personal 
element,  and  there  is  nothing  so  intensely  personal 
as  this  blessed  religion  Christ  gave  to  us  in  the 
form  of  himself.  The  value  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion does  not  rest  in  its  adequacy  for  the  salva- 
tion of  the  human  race,  but  in  its  power  to  save 
each  and  every  individual  soul  that  is  willing  to  be 
saved.  And  its  attractiveness  rests  upon  the  fact 
that  no  heart  can  be  touched  by  the  Holy  Spirit 
without  being  made  aware  of  it.  And  every  heart 
that  willingly  surrenders  itself  to  the  Spirit  imme- 
diately knows  that  a  superior  power  has  control  of 
that  immortal  soul, 
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Can  there  be  any  doubt,  then,  as  to  why  the 
Christian  should  testify  for  Christ?  Certainly  not, 
when  he  comprehends  the  hopelessness  of  his  con- 
dition when  in  sin,  together  with  what  Christ  did  in 
giving  himself  for  him;  and  especially  since  he 
knows  that  he  is  saved  to  more  than  human  pen 
can  portray.  The  immediate  result  that  accompa- 
nies this  knowledge  of  a  personal  salvation  is  the 
restless  desire  to  tell  others,  together  with  the  con- 
fidence that  Christ  is  as  willing  to  save  others  as 
yourself.     Hence,  the  importance  of  testimony. 

The  religious  meetings  of  the  early  Christians 
are  not  to  be  compared  to  our  regular  preaching 
services,  but  more  particularly  to  our  social  or 
prayer  meetings.  Preaching  was  not  so  common 
in  those  days  as  now,  but  individual  testimony  to  the 
personal,  saving  clement  in  the  new  religion  which 
was  so  despised  by  the  masses,  particularly  the 
profligate  and  those  in  civil  and  religious  authority. 

That  cosmopolitan  city, — Rome, — admitted  ev- 
ery known  religion  and  welcomed  every  god  and 
goddess  known  to  the  heathen,  yet,  when  Christian- 
ity knocked  at  her  gates,  it  was  refused.  Why? 
Hecause  her  religions  allowed  the  indulgence  of 
every  vice  and  carnal  desire,  while  Christianity  de- 
manded a  complete  change,  allowing  only  those 
positive  elements  which  make  for  righteousness, 
purity  and  holiness.  And  the  only  way  it  gained 
admittance  was  by  means  of  individual  testimony 
to  the  personal  saving  element  in  this  religion. 

Then  there  can  surely  be  no  doubt  as  to  when  the 
Christian  should  testify,  that  is,  at  every  opportu- 
nity, for  opportunities  are  divine  calls.  God  does 
nut  so  much  interfere  with  the  private  life  of  the 
individual  or  his  will,  as  he  does  to  bring  about 
conditions  inviting  the  individual  to  choose. 
Herein  lies  the  human  element  of  salvation,  in  con- 
stantly watching  for  opportunities,  and  then  seiz- 
ing them  to  do  what  he  can  by  God's  help. 

Now,  hew  are  we  to  testify?  The  common  no- 
tion of  testimony  is  that  of  affirming  or  denying  in 
the  form  of  written  or  spoken  language.  This  is 
good,  but  the  love  of  Christ,  in  voluntarily  offering 
himself,  and  God,  his  Father,  in  giving  him  for  the 
salvation  of  every  sinner,  cannot  be  argued.  This 
love  cannot  be  proved  by  logic,  but  can  only  be 
experienced  and  demonstrated  in  the  personal  life  of 
every  soul  touched  by  it.  Herein  lies  incalculable 
power  and  the  secret  of  success  of  the  Christian  re- 
ligion in  dealing  with  skeptics  and  hardened  hearts. 
It  is  not  our  logic  so  much,  that  converts,  as  it  is 
the  testimony  of  our  daily  lives, — the  fact  that  we 
were  sinners  and  are  now  completely  transformed 
into  newness  of  life. 

What  we  need  to-day  are  men  and  women  whose 
lives  cannot  be  explained  from  a  human  or  worldly 
standpoint.  I  do  not  mean  insane,  but  whose  lives 
manifest  principles  unknown  to  the  world, — lives 
that,  in  the  midst  of  temptation,  sorrow  and  sin, 
shine  as  the  moon  in  the  darkness  of  night,  for 
they  receive  their  light  from  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness.    "  Great  is  the  mystery  of  godliness.'' 

Do  you  wonder  what  relation  this  subject  has  to 
missions?  Notice,  my  brother,  my  sister,  that  the 
willingness  and  power  of  God  to  save  the  fallen, 
the  depraved,  the  wicked,  can  only  be  made  known 
through  the  personal  testimony  of  those  who  have 
thus  been  redeemed.  As  long  as  there  are  loyal 
hearts  willing  to  sacrifice  the  comforts  of  an  en- 
lightened civilization,  the  luxuries  of  a  Christian 
community,  and  the  loved  ones  at  home,  to  teach 
the  heathen  how  to  live,  that  long  will  missions  be 
a  success.  You  may  have  often  observed  the  fruit- 
less efforts  of  bugs  and  insects  trying  to  break 
through  the  window  or  screen;  just  as  fruitless  are 
the  efforts  of  opposition  to  the  progress  of  mis- 
sions. There  was  none  greater  than  Saul  of  Tar- 
sus, yet  his  efforts  called  forth  from  Divinity,  "It 
is  useless  for  thee  to  kick  against  the  pricks."  It 
was  this  same  great  man,  who,  after  testing  Christ 
in  every  promise,  said,  "I  know  in  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved." Wherfore,  reader,  neglect  not  the  testi- 
mony of  your  daily  life,  because  it  is  either  for  or 
against  your  Christian  profession.— Missionary  Vis- 
itor. 

Dayton,  Ohio, 


A  SYNOPTICAL  REPORT  OP  MINISTERIAL  1HEETINO. 

BY  REUBEN  SHROYER. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northeastern  Ohio 
convened  at  the  Sandy  church,  Columbiana  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Sept.  30,  and  con- 
tinued until  the  entire  programme  was  rendered, 
closing  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  2.  The  District 
Meeting  was  held  Oct.  I. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  electing  Bro.  N. 
Longanecker,  Moderator,  and  Bro.  Reuben  Shroy- 
er,  Clerk.  The  weather  was  quite  inclement,  yet 
the  congregations  were  large. 

topics  discussed. 

1.  "  The  Object  of  our  Ministerial  Meetings  and 
the  Advantages  of  Christian  Sociability." 

The  object  of  the  meeting  is  improvement,  that 
is,  to  assist  each  other  in  attaining  proficiency  in 
our  calling,  to  enable  the  minister  to  handle  the 
Word  skillfully,  to  make  "  text-preachers."  By 
assigning  subjects  and  confining  the  speaker  to  that 
subject,  we  develop  the  gift  of  sticking  to  the  sub- 
ject, hence  we  make  text-preachers. 

The  advantages  of  Christian  sociability  are: 
To  strengthen  the  bonds  of  Christian  affection;  to 
form  a  union  to  centralize  our  forces  against  the 
enemy;  to  combine  our  work  for  the  time  being,  to 
learn  to  know  each  other.  Ministers  should  know 
each  other.  They  can  not  know  each  other  unless 
they  associate  together.  Christians,  by  associating 
with  Christians,  learn  to  sympathize  with  each  oth- 


"  The    Importance    of  Church   Mu 
ent." 


nd    its 
Impn 

Of  all  church  work  none  is  more  important  than 
church  music.  Different  kinds  of  music  are  in  use. 
There  is  a  kind  of  music,  inclined  to  move  people 
to  dance,  to  march,  to  arouse  patriotism;  hence  we 
must  select  that  kind  of  music  for  worship  that 
will  aid  us  religiously.  That  only  is  church  music 
which  will  bring  us  nearer  to  God.  Those  songs 
that  will  cause  us  to  look  iip  and  think  of  God  and 
heaven,  are  true  church  music,  Such  songs  are, 
"  Rock  of  Ages,"  "Jesus,  Lover  of  my  Soul,"  etc. 
The  importance  of  church  music  cannot  be  over- 
estimated. The  improvement  of  the  same  is  im- 
portant. Tunes  must  be  rendered  properly,  for 
which  a  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  of  music  is  a 
necessity.  A  competent  teacher  should  be  em- 
ployed to  impart  that  knowledge.  Good  music  as- 
sists the  minister  to  preach  the  Word.  In  a  cer- 
tain way  it  inspires  him,  and  opens  his  mind.  If 
the  singing  is  dull,  the  minister  is  dull;  the  con- 
gregation is  dull  hence  we  see  the  importance  of 
having  good  music.  We  should  improve  by  prac- 
tice. Get  plenty  of  books  into  the  churches,  invite 
the  children  to  sing.  Encourage  everybody  to  help 
to  sing. 

3.  "  What  is  the  Design  of  and  how  may  we 
Learn  to  Appreciate  the  Disciplinary  Measures  of 
the  Church." 

Discipline,  properly  defined,  implies  right  treat- 
ment of  the  disciple,  It  is  to  educate,  to  teach. 
It  tells  us  how  we  are  to  act,  and  how  we  may  prac- 
tice those  duties  that  come  before  us.  It  urges  us 
to  improve  the  faculties  we  are  in  possession  of. 

We  have  the  Scriptures  as  disciplinary  measures. 
They  are  calculated  to  cause  us  to  grow  in  grace. 
The  design  of  these  disciplinary  measures  is  not  to 
destroy  but  to  correct. 

In  order  to  have  our  members  appreciate  those 
measures,  the  ministers  should  live  up  to  them, — 
set  an  example.  They  should  teach  them  at  the 
proper  time.  The  reproof  should  be  given  at  the 
right  time,  with  a  proper  motive. 

A  thing  that  does  not  grow  will  weaken  and  die. 
There  is  a  condition  of  things  known  as  worldli- 
ness,  and  another  condition  known  as  godliness. 
He  that  would  be  a  friend  of  the  world  is  an  enemy 
of  God.  There  is  a  drift,  a  tendency  worldward. 
We  are  taught  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world. 
The  disciplinary  measures  of  the  church  have  this 
in  view.  Love  those  measures!  Let  the  minister, 
who  is  expected  to  see  that  those  measures  are  re- 
spected, show  a  special  concern  for  those  who  dis- 


regard those  measures,  and  that,  while  he  l0v 
them,  yet  he  must  uphold  that  which  is  rieL.8 
Our  members  should  be  made  to  see  the  advant 
ges  of  them.  The  design  is  to  keep  the  church 
pure.  When  a  church  undertakes  to  restrict  mem 
bers,  the  elder  should  select  such  members  as  ar 
competent  to  do  the  work  in  the  best  and  most  ju- 
dicious manner. 

4.  "  Recognizing  the  Condition  of  an  Audience  " 

( 1 )  Language  should  not  be  used  that  cannot  be 
easily  comprehended.  The  food  should  not  be 
placed  so  high  that  the  children  will  fail  to  reach 
it. 

(2)  A  variety  of  subjects  should  be  studied. 
Subjects  suited  to  the' infidel  are  not  what  Chris- 
tians want.  We  should  recognise  the  weakness  of 
a  congregation,  the  business  the  people  are  en- 
gaged in,  the  weather  through  which  the  people 
come  to  the  service.  The  sermon  should  not  be 
too  long.  When  the  congregation  gets  weary,  then, 
stop.  Subjects  should  be  treated  that  are  suitable 
to  the  occasion.  Study  the  feelings  of  the  people. 
Do  not  give  people  just  what  they  want,  but  that 
which  they  need.  Prepare  the  sermon  some  time 
ahead.  Hit  as  hard  as  possible!  Cry  aloud  and 
spare  not! 

5.  "The  Importance  of  Pastoral  and  Annual 
Visits,  and  how  to  Make  them  more  Effectual." 

The  importance  of  the  visit  is  shown  in  that  it  is 
always  expected  that  the  minister  should  look  after 
the  wants  of  all  the  members.  It  gives  the  pastor 
a  better  chance  to  get  acquainted  with  his  mem- 
bers, especially  those  isolated  from  the  church. 
The  minister  can  enter  into  the  feelings  of  his 
members. 

To  make  such  a  visit  more  effectual:  Go  with 
a  pure  motive,  with  the  right  spirit.  Upon  this 
visit  depends  the  unanimity  of  the  church.  Those 
who  are  weak  should  be  assisted  and  developed 
spiritually.  A  visit  properly  made  strengthens  the 
bond  of  affection  for  the  minister  upon  the  part  of 
those  visited.     Ministers  should  show  their  concern 

by  not    failing    to    pay    the  Visit.      They    aliould   nty 

hurry  away  from  the  home  visited,  but  remain  s 
sufficient  length  of  time  to  call  the  entire  family  to- 
gether, whether  all  are  members  or  not,  and  they 
should  have  a  season  of  prayer  and  Scripture  read- 
ing. 

Sister  Mary  Hoover  read  an  essay,  entitled, 
"  Our  Sisters, — their  Duties  and  Privileges  in  the 
Different  Lines  of  Church  Work." 

Pierce,  Ohio.  ^ 

THANKSQIVING. 

BY  J.  J.  SCROGUM. 

Thanksgiving  Day  for  1896  will  soon  be  here. 
A  day  of  thai.ksgiving  seems  to  have  originally 
been  suggested  by  the  Hebrew  feast  of  tabernacles, 
or  "  feast  of  ingathering  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  occasional  observance  of  such  a  day  has  not 
been  unusual  in  Europe.  An  observance  of  this 
kind  was  held  in  Leyden,  Holland,  Oct.  3»  I575>  t0 
celebrate  the  first  deliverance  of  that  city  from 
siege.  In  1608  the  Pilgrim  church,  exiled  from 
England,  went  to  Holland  and  remained  there  un- 
til 1620,  when  it  sent  off  the  Mayflower  colony  to 
New  England.  After  the  first  harvest  of  the  colon- 
ists, in  1621,  Gov.  Bradford  sent  out  four  hunters 
for  game,  that  they  "might  after  a  more  special 
manner  rejoice  together."  The  governor  also  in- 
vited Chief  Massasoit  and  ninety  other  savages, 
and  with  these  the  Puritans  shared  the  first  fruits 
of  harvest. 

This  is  the  first  instance  chronicled  of  a  thanks- 
giving feast  in  America.     In  July,   1623,  a  day  ot 
fasting   and   prayer  was  appointed   on  account 
drought.     Rain  came  abundantly  while  they  were 
praying,   and    the    governor   appointed    a    day 
thanksgiving   which   was    observed   with    relig1 
services.     The  Charlestown  records  show  a  sirrn 
change  of  fast  day  into  thanksgiving  in  1631,  on  ac 
count   of   the    arrival    of    supplies    from    Irelan  ' 
During  the  Revolution  a  Thanksgiving  Day  was 
national  institution,  being  annually  recommend 
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.  Congress,  but  after  the  general  thanksgiving 
[or  peace  in  1784,  there  was  no  National  Thanks- 
giving until  1789.  when  Washington,  by  request  of 
Congress,  recommended  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

President  Washington  issued  a  proclamation  in 
1705,  on  account  of  the  suppression  of  insurrection. 
President  Madison  recommended  a  Thanksgiving 
Day  for  peace  in  April,  181 5.  Official  records  of 
Thanksgiving  Day  are  principally  confined  to  New 
England,  where  regular  annual  proclamations  were 
issued  by  Governors  of  States.  It  was  not  regular- 
ly recommended  by  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
until  1817,  and  was  not  adopted  in  the  Southern 
States  until  much  later. 

In  1858,  proclamations  were  issued  by  governors 
of  eight  of  the  Southern  States.  During  the  Civil 
War  President  Lincoln  issued  proclamations,  rec- 
ommending a  special  thanksgiving  for  victory  in 
1862,  1863.  and  a  national  proclamation  of  the  an- 
nual Thanksgiving  Day  in  1863  and  1864.  Since 
that  time  such  a  proclamation  has  been  issued  an- 
nually by  the  President,  as  well  as  by  the  Govern- 
ors of  States  and  mayors  of  the  principal  cities. 
Custom  has  fixed  the  time  for  the  last  Thursday  in 
November. 

Thanksgiving  Day  is  now  a  legal  holiday  in  all 
the  States  and  territories.  Its  spirit  is  one  of 
peace,  gratitude,  and  domestic  happiness.  It  is  one  of 
the  links  that  tend  to  bind  in  brotherhood  the  hu- 
man family.  May  the  hallowed  influence  of 
Thanksgiving  Day  remain  a  perpetual  inheritance 
of  this  "  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  brave." 

Could  we  do  better  than  to  substitute  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  for  the  harvest  meetings  which  were  once 
so  common  in  many  of  our  eastern  churches? 
There  would  be  many  hearts  made  glad  both 
among  the  saints  and  sinners,  if  all  the  members 
throughout  the  Brotherhood  could  assemble  in 
their  respective  churches  in  religious  worship,  giv- 
ing thanks  to  God  for  the  harvest,  and  contributing 
to  tjhe  missionary  fund  as  the  Lord  hath  prospered 

Fairfield,  111. 
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Here    are   some    good    texts    for 
Thanksgiving  Day: 

Offer  unto  God  thanksgiving;  and  pay  thy  vows 
unto  the  most  High. — Psa.  50:  14. 

O  bless  our  God,  ye  people,  and  make  the  voice 
of  his  praise  to  be  heard. — Ps.  65:  8. 

My  praise  shall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  congrega- 
tion; I  will  pay  my  vows  before  them  that  fear 
him. — Ps.  22:  25, 

#  #  # 

Let  us  come  before  his. presence  with  thanksgiv- 
ing, and  make  a  joyful  noise  unto  him  with  psalms. 
Ps.  95:2. 

Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  into 
his  courts  with  praise:  be  thankful  unto  him,  and 
bless  his  name.  For  the  Lord  is  good;  his  mercy  is 
everlasting.— Psa.  100:  4,  5. 

Rejoice  in  the  Lord  alway:  and  again  I  say,  Re- 
joice. Be  careful  for  nothing;  but  in  everything 
by  prayer  and  supplication,  with  thanksgiving  let 
your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God.— Philpp. 


°h,  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men!  And  let  them  sacrifice  the  sacrifices 
°f  thanksgiving,  and  declare  his  works  with  rejoic- 
ing.— Psa.  107:  21,  22. 


Conti 


1  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  same  with 


0  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord;  for  he  is  good:  be- 
cause his  mercy  endureth  forever.— Psa.  118:  I. 

1  will  offer  to  thee  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving, 
and  will  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  I  will 
pay  my  vows  unto  the  Lord  now  in  the  presence  of 
all  his  people;  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord's  house,  in 
the  midst  of  thee,  O  Jerusalem!  Praise  ye  the 
Lord. — Psa.  116:  17-19. 

I  will  praise  the  name  of  God  with  a  song,  and 
will  magnify  him  with  thanksgiving.  This  also 
shall  please  the  Lord  better  than  an  ox  or  bullock 
that  hath  horns  and  hoofs.  The  humble  shall  see 
it  and  be  glad,  and  your  heart  shall  live  that  seek 
God. — Ps.  69:  30-32. 

And  all  the  angels  stood  round  about  the  throne 
and  about  the  elders,  and  four  beasts,  and  fell 
before  the  throne  on  their  faces,  and  worshipped 
God,  saying,  Amen:  Blessing,  and  glory,  and  wis- 
dom, and  thanksgiving,  and  honour,  and  power,  and 
might,  be  unto  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. — 
Rev.  7:  11,  12. 

One  Puritan  said  to  another:  "  You  may  well 
make  a  little  slit  in  your  conscience,  for  other 
people  make  great  rents  in  theirs."  "  Yes,"  re- 
plied the  other,  "  you  call  me  precise,  but  I  serve 
a  precise  God."  Most  any  man  can  serve  God 
according  to  general  principles,  but  very  few,  com- 
paratively, take  God  at  his  word  and  walk  up  to 
the  straight  line  of  righteousness.  Many  a  man, 
decorated  with  ecclesiastical  millinery,  passes 
through  the  slippery  ordeal  of  ritualism,  singing 
hosannahs  through  a  silver  horn,  whose  heart  is 
far  from  God,  rambling  in  the  fields  of  sensuous 
pleasure. 

As  the  sun  does  not  wait  for  prayers  and  in- 
cantations before  he  rises,  but  straightway  shines 
forth,  and  is  hailed  of  all,  so  do  not  wait  to  do 
good  for  applause  and  noise  and  praise,  but  do  it 
for  your  own  desire;  and,  iike  the  sun,  you  will  be 
loved;  and,  like  the  sun,  you  will  be  a  blessing  to 
the  world. 


^-uuunue  in  prayer,  ana  watcn  in  tne  same  w,,., 
thanksgiving;  withal  praying  also  for  us,  that  God 
would  open  unto  us  a  door  of  utterance,  to  speak 
the  mystery  of  Christ,  for  which  I  am  also  in  bonds: 
that  I  miy  mike  it  manifest,  as  I  ought  to  speak.— 

Col.   A-    •>_, 


•^THE  t  SUNDAY  t  SCHOOL«- 


LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 
The  Fame  of  Solomon — 1  Kings  10:  1-10. 

(Ltsson  for  Nov.  20, 1806.) 

Solomon's  early  life,  his  surroundings  and  what 
came  to  him  form  a  type  of  the  ideal  man,  and  in 
looking  at  him  in  this  way,  we  get  our  best  lessons. 
Solomon  was  a  man  of  fame.  Not  the  first  one, 
neither  was  he  the  last  one  on  this  roll  of  honor, 
but  his  life  was  peculiarly  distinct  from  that  of  all 
others.  The  distinguishing  elements  of  his  life  we 
want  to  look  at. 

The  word  fame  is  from  the  Greek  Phemi,  "  I 
speak,"  to  tell,  make  known,  therefore  any  life  that 
speaks  out,  or  acts  out,  and  thus  becomes  generally 
known,  is  a  famous  life.  A  man  may  become  fa- 
mous as  a  hero,  a  scholar,  a  politician,  a  Christian, 
or  a  statesman.  His  life  of  words  or  deeds,  as  they 
flow  out  into  the  world,  determine  the  character  or 
notoriety  of  the  man.  All  ages  have  had  their  men 
of  fame,  and  the  best  of  these  have  been  those  who 
labored  least  for  it,  and  were  unconscious  of  it. 
The  man  who  tries  to  lift  himself  up  designedly, 
in  the  estimation  of  the  world,  is  the  least  deserv- 
ing of  the  consideration  he  so  much  craves. 

Our  most  famous  men  have  been  those  who 
thought  least  about  it  and  cared  least  for  it. 

Solomon  had  not  the  time  to  think  about  spread- 
ing himself  abroad  that  he  might  become  famous. 
He  asked  of  the  Lord  that  he  might  have  an  under- 
standing heart  to  perform  the  duties  that  were  next 
to  him.  To  this  he  gave  his  life,  and  he  did  it  so 
well  that  everybody  saw  it,  and  so  bore  w.tness  to 
others  that  his  good  deeds  gradually  grew  outward 
as  a  tree  grows  upward  until,  at  last,  his  fame,— his 
wise  words  and  good  deeds,— reached  the  utter- 
most parts  of  the  earth, 


Among  the  prominent  people  who  heard  of  the 
fame  of  Solomon,  was  the  Queen  of  Sheba.  Just 
where  this  queen  lived  is  not  certainly  known,  as 
different  places  have  been  named.  Seba,  of  Cush 
on  the  Nile;  Sheba,  on  the  southeastern  shore  of 
the  Red  Sea,  and  Sheba  of  Arabia,  on  the  Western 
coast  of  the  Persian  Gulf,— all  have  been  pointed 
out  as  the  location  and  home  of  this  queen.  But 
the  more  modern  Bible  students  are  inclined  to  the 
latter  place,  it  being  also  the  nearer  one.  Consider- 
ing, however,  the  time  and  mode  of  travel,  the 
nearest  point  was  quite  distant.  This  fact,  alone, 
shows  the  greatness  of  his  fame.  And  the  thought 
is  greatly  enlarged  when  we  take  into  account  the 
sacrifice,  in  travel,  that  this  woman  was  willing  to 
undergo,  that  she  might  be  able  to  see  the  man  and 
learn  for  herself  the  truthfulness  of  the  reports  that 
had  come  to  her  ears,  In  addition  to  this  we  have 
the  evidence  of  her  own  words.  She  says,  "  It  was 
a  true  report,  but  1  believed  it  not  until  I  came, 
and  mine  own  eyes  had  seen  it,  and,  behold,  the 
half  was  not  told  me." 

What  she  saw,  greatly  exceeded  her  expecta- 
tions. This  was  fame  that  was  not  disappointing. 
The  whole  of  it  was  real  and  genuine  because  based 
on  wisdom. 

Now  we  may  not  all  become  famous  as  Solomon 
was,  and  yet  some  very  poor  and  comparatively 
unknown  persons  have  become  very  widely  known 
by  doing  some  very  simple  things, — things  that  the 
most  lowly  of  us  may  do.  The  poor  woman  that 
cast  the  mite  into  the  contribution  box  has  been 
quoted  for  over  eighteen  centuries,  and  of  the  wom- 
an that  broke  the  alabaster  box  to  anoint  her 
Master,  whom  she  loved,  it  is  said:  "  Verily  I  say 
unto  you,  wheresoever  this  Gospel  shall  be 
preached,  throughout  the  whole  world,  this  also 
that  she  hath  done  shall  be  spoken  for  a  memorial 
of  her." 

Here  are  famous  women  from  the  lowest  rounds 
of  life, — and  why?  Because  they  spake  in  wisdom 
and  acts  that  sounded  and  resounded  until  the  ut- 
termost parts  of  the  earth  were  reached.  They 
speak  best  and  loudest  who  speak  the  truth  and 
act  the  right.  Thus  fame  is  not  necessarily  con- 
fined to  the  high  and  the  noble,  but  wherever 
trusting  hearts  reach  out  after  the  life  of  the  Mas- 
ter and  labor  to  become  like  him,  exaltation,  in  the 
same  sense,  must  follow. 

Another  lesson  we  learn  from  the  life  of  Solo- 
mon is  that  the  Lord  is  always  pleased  to  honor 
those  who  are  of  an  humble  spirit  and  look  to  him 
for  help.  Solomon  was  made  great  because  of  his 
trusting  confidence  which  he  had  in  the  Lord. 
When  the  Lord  granted  him  the  privilege  of  choos- 
ing for  himself  the  blessings  to  bestow,  his  request 
was  that  he  might  have  an  understanding  heart 
that  he  might  know  how  to  do  the  right.  It  was 
the  foundation  choice  to  success  and  greatness, 
and  yet  how  few, — how  very  few, — make  such  a 
choice.  This  is  because  we  entertain  wrong  views 
as  to  what  leads  to  fame.  We  look  at  results  rath- 
er than  the  cause  and  because  of  this  become 
stranded  in  our  pursuits. 

If  we  would  have  the  choosing  we  would  say: 
"  Give  us  health  to  make  us  great  and  a  long  life 
to  enjoy  it."  Solomon  took  in  all  this  and  more  at 
one  sweep  when  he  said:  "Give  me  wisdom— an 
understanding  heart."  A  loving,  obedient,  and  un- 
derstanding heart  is  of  more  worth  than  all  the 
riches  the  world  has  to  give. 

Men  have  tried  to  perpetuate  their  fame  in  mag- 
nificent monuments,  gifts  and  cold  marble,  but  the 
devastation  of  time  has  mutilated,  eaten  and  crum- 
bled these  things  to  the  dust,  while  monuments, 
erected  through  love,  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
become  so  engraven  on  the  pages  of  history,  that 
neither  the  wasting  of  time  nor  the  disturbing  of 
the  elements  can  efface  them.  They  are  as  ever- 
lasting as  the  Gospel  of  love  itself  and  as  long  as 
the  one  is  preached  the  other  will  be  remembered 
as  sweet  memorials. 

Do  we  want  to  be  remembered  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people?  If  so,  let  us  walk  in  wisdom's  ways  by 
doing  loving  service  for  the  Master.  H.  b,  b. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    ol    Iteading. 

FlitST   YEAH. 

i.  "  Crisis  olMtssionB,"  cloth,  I1.04;  paper 34  cent 

t,  "Lite  ol  A.  Judson,"  cloth,  1;  tents:  paper H  cent 

\  "Our  Country."  cloth,  $S  cunts;  paper W  cent 

4.  "Nonsuch  Prulesjor,"  cloth 83  ceo 

SECOND   YEAR. 
S-  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  R4  cents;  pupor 74  cent 

6.  "Memoir  of  Robert  Moflat,"  cloth,  27  cents;  paper IS  cent 

7.  Cannibals 'I  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cent 

8.  "The  Seven  Lbws  of  Teaching,"  cloth 65  cent; 

Tit  tit  I*    YEAK. 
q.  "  Divine  Enterprise  of  Missions,"  cloth *'  < 

10.  "Life  of  Robert  Morrison,"  clotl 70  conti 

11.  "  Do  Not  Sny."  find  "  Acta  of  Die  Apostles,"  ch.  13-28 10  ceuti 

la.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth.  68  cents;  paper 13  cent: 

^-Prices,  n>  Riven  above,  arc  lor  membcls  oi  Keadlnc  Circle  Dnl] 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

Exbcutivk  CoMMimr.  or  Kkading  ClKCLB.— W.  B.  Stover,  Bulsai 
India;  H.  M.  Barwlck,  West  Alexniidrla,  Ohio;  Mrs.  II.  M.  Stover.  Wayne: 
boro,  Pa..  Edith  R.  Newcomer.  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  J.  M.  Neff,  Prultdalc,  All 

Officers  of  Ruaping  Cinci.il. -President.  W.  B.  Stover  Hulsar,  Ind 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker,  Waynesboro,  Pa.;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  New 
comer.  Waynesboro,  Pa.,— to  whom  all  communications  concerning  th 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  books  should  b 
tddressed  to  Brethren's  PubllshltiR  Co..  Mount  Morris.  111. 

KNOWLEDGE. 


Wk  seek  the  gift  of  knowledge 

And  knowledge  brings  us  pain, — 
And  we  learn  at  last  how  hard  a  task 

We  plan  through  the  darksome  watches; 

We  toil  through  the  scorching  day; 
And  grasp  in  cheer  for  the  boon  so  near 

To  rind  it  far  away. 
We  saze  through  golden  vistas 

And  cry  "Oh,  the  shining  years!  " 
But  at  length  we  stand  on  their  border-land 

Bowed  down  with  grief  and  tears. 
And  if  knowledge  be  our  glory. 

Still  knowledge  is  our  pain; 
And  its  lessons  impressed  within  our  breast 

We  may  not  unlearn  again. 

And  e'en  the  slow  of  learning 

Must  surely  learn  at  length, 
Though  pain  it  be,  the  mystery 

Of  palsied  tongue  and  strength; 
Of  lips  all  blanched  and  stricken; 

Of  sleepless  nights  and  tears; 
And  calmly  take,  though  the  heartstrings  quake 

The  fruits  of  the  passing  years. 
And  when  the  pale,  pale  angel 

Folds  his  white  wings  to  bide 
And  breathe  his  breath  with  the  spray  of  death 

On  the  loved  one  at  our  side, 
Dear  Lord,  our  knowledge  broadens; 

And  do  our  hearts  complain 
That  the  hardest  lesson  has  been  learned 

In  the  school  of  earthly  pain? 
For  while  we  weep  and  wonder 

And  sorrow  day  by  day 
And  our  spirits  burn,  we  surely  learn 

To  trust  our  God  and  pray. 
Thus  we  learn  the  worth  of  blessing; 

For  in  incense  rich  and  rare, 
A  gift  of  love  falls  from  above 

Upon  each  fervent  prayer, 
O  wondrous  is  the  knowledge,— 

Thrice  blessed  'tis  to  me, — 
That  through  earth's  way,  a 

So  our  strength  shall  evei 
God's  grace  is  all-sufficient; 
Our  weakness  is  his  plan 
That  he  may  hold,  like  a  thread  of  gold 


.■nhin  his 


Our  department  in  the  Messenger  could  be  made 
more   interesting  if  more    of    our    Circle   readers 
would  tell  us  a  few  of  the  good  things  they  have 
found  in  some  of  the  Circle  books  they  have  read. 
Below  we  give  a  list  of 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

568,  Mary  Stoner,  South  English,  Iowa;  569,  Fan- 
nie H.  Roller,  New  Market,  Va  ;  570,  Anna  Bow- 
man, Glenstcd,  Mo.;  571,  Jacob  L.  Zimmerman,  527 
Main  St.,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

A  few  more  have  recently  completed  the  entire 
course  of  reading,  we  understand,  and  we  will  prob- 
ably be  prepared  to  announce  their  names  in  our 
next. 

We  understand  that  some  are  wondering  what 
becomes  of  the  membership  fees  of  twenty  cents 
received  from  each  one  who  becomes  a  member  of 
the  Circle.  In  these  days*  of  political  scheming  it 
seems  that  not  even  the  Lord's  work  can  be  long 
carried  on  without  some  one  raising  the  suspicion 
that  some  one  else  is  getting  too  high  a  salary  for 
his  work. 

We  are  glad  to  make  public  all  the  facts  in  ref- 
erence to  the  machinery  of  our  Missionary  Read- 
ing Circle,  and  have  only  to  say  that  no  one  con- 
nected with  the  Circle  gets  any  salary  whatever  for 
this  work.  The  work  of  our  Secretary  is  begin- 
ning to  assume  proportions  which  makes  it  all  but 
laborious  at  times,  yet  all  this  work  she  cheerfully 
does  without  one  cent  of  remuneration. 

But  printer's  ink,  paper  and  postage  stamps,  do 
not  come  without  cost,  and  to  procure  these  there 
must  be  some  funds  to  dr^.w  from.  The  member- 
ship fees  go  to  supply  this  fund.  The  amount  of 
advertising  that  we  have  been  doing  for  the  Circle 
has  cost  considerable  money,  but  we  think  it  has 
been  money  well  spent.  Indeed,  we  feel  that  more 
could  profitably  be  spent  in  advertising  the  Cir- 
cle's work,  and  we  hope  you  will  feel  that  it  would 
not  be  out  of  place  for  you  to  make  a  small  dona- 
tion now  and  then  to  our  advertising  fund.  It  will 
be  the  honest  effort  of  our  Executive  Committee 
to  use  every  cent  intrusted  to  us  to  extend  the  use- 
fulness of  the  Circle,  and  through  it  enhance  the 
glory  of  our  blessed  Jesus.  May  his  dear  name 
have  praise  evermore! 


OUR  WINTER  EVENINGS. 


BY  LULA  HA 

Now  that  winter  days  are  coming,  with  their 
long  evenings,  let  us  think  about  our  intellectual 
pursuits.  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  your 
spare  time?  Perhaps  you  have  to  study  or  work  at 
night;  if  so,  don't  neglect  your  spiritual  education, 
but  spend  enough   time  with   your  Bible  to  thor- 


oughly read  ar 
at  least.  It  w 
to  live. 

If  your  eve, 
pare  a  course  < 
substantial  ai 
Among  the  fe< 


d  digest  one   chapter  each   evening 
11  strengthen  you  and  teach  you  hoy 


■ill  be  almost  idle 


And  when  we  reach  life's  haven, 

Our  feet  well  shod  with  ape, 
One  knowledge  more  shall  be  our  store 

Ne'er  writ  on  earthly  page. 
O,  vast,  mysterious  knewled'je, — 

Enraptured  will  we  be 
When  its  truth  shall  roll  before  our  soul,— 

Of  God's  eternity. 
Johnstown,  Pa. 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 

BY  JAMES  U.  NEFF. 

This  week  we  have  an  article  from  Bro.  G.  A. 
Snider,  which  sets  forth  his  views  as  to  the  value 
and  importance   of  the   work  laid  out  by  the  Circle, 


reading  for  the  winter, — something 
elevating  that  will  profit  you. 
books  we  might  suggest  for  study 
would  be,  first  of  all,  the  Bible.  Bro.  R.  H.  Mill- 
er's "The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended" 
will  give  us  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  within  us 
and  explain  our  reasons  to  others.  Then  there  is 
"  Letters  to  the  Young  from  the  Old  World,"  by 
sister  D.  L.  Miller,  which  is  acceptable  to  all. 
"  Qblden i  Gems  of  Life,"  "The  Reason  Why,"  and 
some  good  book  of  poems,  will  also  be  of  benefit. 
Better  still,  join  the  Missionary  Reading  Circle  and 
become  inspired  for  mission  work.  Cultivate  a 
taste  for  wholesome  reading  and  it 
faithful  friend  in  many  an  otherwise 
Good  reading  is  a  safeguard,  also,  aga 
temptations. 

While  the  land  may  be  flooded  with  vile  litera- 
ture, there  is  yet  plenty  of  good,  pure  reading  mat- 
ter within  the  reach  of  all,  and  it  will  make  one 
better  for  having  become  acquainted  with  noble 
authors  through  the  medium  of  the  pen. 

When  you  read,  memorize  some  of  the  passages 
I  that  impress  you   most.     Then,  when  you  are  too 


will    prove 
lonely  hou 


busy  to  read  next  summer  or  any  other  time, 
can  "think  on  these  things"  and  it  will  be  ah  l" 
to  you  in  various  ways.    A  few  choice  volumes  a  d 
those  well  read,  are  worth  more  than  a  library 
books,  and  only  a  superficial  knowledge  of  them 

Try  the  above  plan  this  winter  and  see  how  you 
will  enjoy  it.  You  will  be  safe  from  places  of 
questionable  amusement  while  you  are  reading  at 
least,  and  in  after-years,  if  not  now,  you  will  be 
glad  you  adopted  the  plan  of  intellectual  discipline 

Ladoga,  Ind. 

LESSONS  IN  CITY  MISSION  WORK. 

BY  JAMES  M    NEFF. 

I  have  observed  two  general  methods  of  pro- 
cedure in  city  work  which  I  desire  here  to  speak  of 
by  way  of  contrast. 

At  Sidney,  Ohio,  is  a  city  mission,  being  oper- 
ated at  present  under  the  direction  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  of  Southern  Ohio.  It  is  under  the 
ministerial  charge  of  Bro.  Henry  Longanecker. 

The  method  adopted  here  is  about  as  follows: 
To  begin  with,  as  I  am  told,  they  had  fewer  than 
a  dozen  members  in  the  city.  But  about  the  first 
thing  they  did  was  to  purchase  a  house,— a  commo- 
dious two-story  brick  structure  with  audience  room 
above,  and  residence  rooms  below.  Then  they 
procured  and  located  a  minister  who  is  consecrated 
and  earnest,  and  is  supported  in  a  manner  that 
makes  it  possible  for  him  to  devote  his  entire  time 
to  the  Lord's  work.  Two  preaching  services  and 
Sunday  school  are  held  each  Lord's  Day.  Dur- 
ing the  week  Bro.  Longanecker  spends  much  of 
his  time  in  visiting  from  house  to  house.  From 
the  beginning,  the  people  have  felt  assured  of  a 
church  home,  and  interest  in  the  work  is  gradually 
growing. 

Nov.  2  we  enjoyed  a  love  feast  with  them.  Bro. 
D.  D.  Wine,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  had  been  holding 
a  series  of  meetings  for  them  and  had  baptised 
four.     He  began  with  small  audiences,  but  on  f  the 

night   of    the     feast    there    were    probably    twict    ^s  ! 

many  of  the  citizens  present  as  the  house  vtov'ld 
comfortably  accommodate.  After  the  feast  four 
more  applied  for  membership,  and  the  meetings 
still  continue,  with  more  applicants,  as  we  learn, 
and  unabated  interest. 

I  have  in  mind,  another  city  in  which  another 
method  of  procedure  has  been  adopted.  The 
Brethren  began  work  there  with  as  many,  or  per- 
haps more,  members  in  the  city,  than  at  the  pUce 
first  named.  They  began  at  this  latter  place  by 
preaching  in  private  houses,  and  the  services  have 
been  moved  from  one  part  of  the  city  to  another. 
It  was  proposed  to  build  a  house,  but  this  was  dis- 
couraged. It  was  argued  that  it  would  be  best  to 
wait  and  see  whether  results  of  the  preaching 
would  be  such  as  to  justify  the  building  of  a  house. 
They  have  services  every  two  weeks,  appointments 
being  supplied  by  ministers  from  other  points. 
They  have  no  house,  no  Sunday  school,  no  prayer 
meeting  of  their  own,  no  minister  located  with 
them.  These  will  not  be  supplied  till  results  are 
seen  which  will  justify.  The  result  now  seen,  after 
several  years  of  struggle,  are,  that  little  has  been 
accomplished,  and  the  work  seems  to  be  about 
where  it  began. 

The  workers  in  the  second  city  are  perhaps  just 
as  earnest  and  as  anxious  for  success  as  those  in 
the  first;  but  in  one  case,  as  seems  very  apparent, 
the  right  methods,  and,  in  the  other  case,  the  wrong 
methods  have  been  adopted. 


"  Let  those  laugh  who  will  at  the  romance  of 
love,  and  jeer  at  the  poverty  in  which  it  so  often 
delights.  But  there  is  no  poverty  in  the  home  of 
love,  for  with  its  magic  wand  it  gilds  and  bedecks 
with  the  rarest  gems  the  most  common-place  sur- 
roundings. It  sweetens  toil,  and  makes  it  a  joy. 
and  music  has  her  soul  in  its  laughter.  There  is 
only  one  condition  of  its  existence  when  once  it' 
stirred  into  life:  that  condition  is  purity.  Wit 
this,  love  is  immortal;  without  this,  love  withers 
and  dies,  and  refusing  to  be  buried,  the  corpse  re- 
mains to  torture/' 
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Attending  Bible  Terms. 


designed  to   impres 

dous   import  of  di 

means  "with  spirit 

derstanding."    Yes 

not  mean  discord 

three-fourths  of  the 

praise   in   song.    Preacher  choir-s 

provement  over  select  choir-singini 

church   to   leap   over  all  obstacl 

praising  God! 


the  hearers  with  the  tremen 
ne  salvation.  Good  singin 
(energy,  harmony)  and  "  ur 
understanding,  and  this  doe 
nd  such  methods  as  prevcr 
gregation  from  expressin 


God  help  the 
in  the  way  of 


egub 


The  time  will  soon  be  here  when  1 
Bible  terms  will  open,  and  it  is  time  we  are  think- 
ing about  it,  making  preparation  for  it;  getting  our 
business  in  shape,  seeing  what  must  be  done,  and 
what  can  be  left  undone,  in  order  that  we  may  get 

to  go. 

Do  not  wait  till  the  time  comes,  but  commence 
getting  ready  now.  Work  up  the  desire  within 
yourself.  It  will  help  you  to  get  your  business  out 
of  the  way. 

Prepare  to  put  your  whole  soul,  mind  and 
strength,  into  the  work  of  looking  into  God's  won- 
derful Book,  otherwise  you  will  not  get  the  sweet- 
ness it  affords. 

The  reason  some  people  do  not  learn  to  enjoy 
Christian  living,  is,  because  they  do  not  put  their 
whole  life  into  it,  by  digging  deep  for  the  everlast- 
ing truths. 

God  will  reveal  himself  to  us  just  as  we  are  able 
to  bear  it.  We  should  have  a  glimpse  and  a  fore- 
taste of  heaven  in  this  world,  and  the  way  to  get  it 
is  to  study  God's  Word  with  supplication 
prayer. 

Our  Bible  terms  are  just  what  we  make  then 
we  are  interested,  they  will  interest  us. 


f  to  labor  for  an 

pense,  to  do  city 

one   who    has    had 

mission  work,  but  for 

lothe  his  family,  was 


"  It  seems  that  it  is  my  lot 
earthly  home.  If  the  Lord  bit 
I  expect  sometime,  at  my  own 
mission  work."  Thus  writes 
successful  experience  in  city 
want  of  means,  to  feed 
compelled  to  quit  and  seek  other  field: 
further:  "  I  shall  never  forget  the  enjoyment  of 
reading  and  praying  with  those  who  wanted  salva- 
tion." All  this  while  the  Book  still  goes  on  thun- 
dering, "The  Lord  ordained  that  they  which 
preach  the  gospel  should  live  of  the  gospel." 
I  Cor.  9:  14.  More  prayer  for  more  consecration  of 
wealth,  to  help  save  those  who  are  strangers  to 
grace;  and  the  use  of  those  who  are  both  able  and 
willing  to  labor  for  souls!  M.  M.  Eshelman. 


Sangerville,  Va. 


Royal   Crumbs. 


those  whe 


From  Oct.  17  to  28  we  were 
"  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  "  at  Dallas  Center, 
Iowa.  "The  feast"  was  manna  to  those  who  feed 
"  among  the  lilies  "  and  dwell  on  "  the  hill  of  frank- 
incense." Emerging  from  a  condition  that  "  hold- 
eth  more  than  is  meet,  tending  to  poverty,"  our 
labors  were  especially  addressed  to  the  strengthen- 
ing of  the  battlements  of  confidence  and  good-will. 
The  intensities  of  politics  kept  down  the  zeal  and 
earnestness  of  some;  but  on  the  whole,  the  right- 
eously hungry  gave  attention  to  the  celestial  mes- 
sages.   The  future  of  that  church  seems  hopeful. 

That  which  is  not  moved  by  love  cannot  result  in 
peace  and  comfort  to  the  soul.  That  which  is  done 
willingly,  out  of  a  pure  heart,  is  sure  of  favorable 
notice  by  our  Father.  Therefore  elders,  if  they 
'would  secure '■  double  honor"  and  make  their  co- 
workers helpful  and  happy,  must  not  be  "  lords," 
but  tender-hearted,  kind  and  confiding.  To  sus- 
picion those  whom  they  try  to  lead,  is  to  call  sus- 
picion down  upon  themselves.  If  a  shepherd  were 
to  so  suspicion  his  flock  as  to  keep  them  continu- 
ously in  the  fold,  instead  of  leading  them  out  "into 
green  pastures"  and  by  the  water-brooks,  they 
ivould  soon  starve.  So  with  God's  sheep,  if  elders 
and  ministers,  through  strife  and  bickerings  among 
themselves,  neglect  to  feed  the  lambs  and  the  sheep. 

What  a  field  for  improvement  in  congregational 
singing!  The  "  confusion  "  arising  by  such  a  vari- 
ety of  books,  is  to  be  deplored.  The  Brethren's 
Song  Book  stands  equal  to  any  of  its  kind,  and, 
though  endorsed  by  Annual  Meeting,  it  meets  with 
"hindrances"  that  have  no  merit  in  them  whatever. 
Ifthe  songs  are  "good  enough"  for  the  young  and 
the  Sunday  school,  they  certainly  are  sweet  enough 
f°r  church  purposes.  To  enjoy  the  energizing, 
soul-uplifting  songs  from  that  book  by  the  young 
People,  up  to  the  moment  of  opening  the  preaching 
"rvices,  and  then  have  the  "  services  opened  "  by  a 
SOng  from  the  hymn  book,  sung  principally  by  the 
Poachers,  is  not  calculated  to  start  the  preacher  off 
""0  the  realms  of  gem-gath-ring  with  the  speed 


Notes  and  Jottings 


On  our  recent  visit  to  Northwestern  Ohio  w 
found  much  sickness,— considerable  typhoid  feve 
Bro.  David  Lytle,  one  of  the  ministers  in  the  Sugar 
Ridge  church  (my  former  home),  has  had  a  most 
distressing  siege  of  that  fever  in  his  family.  His 
four  sons  were  all  sick  at  one  time.  His  son  John 
died  Oct.  12,  and  the  funeral  occurred  Oct.  14. 
John  and  his  brother  Joseph  had  been  attending 
medical  lectures,  and  had  bright  prospects  in  the 
medical  profession.  There  was  much  sympathy 
manifested  for  brother  and  sister  Lytle  in  their 
great  grief.  While  two  of  the  children  are  mem- 
bers, and  John  had,  at  different  times,  expressed 
his  good  purposes,  yet  he  had  sadly  procrastinated 
until  "  his  sun  went  down  while  it  seemed  yet  day." 
With  Bro.  E.  H.  Rosenberger  I  was  called  back 
from  the  Portage  church  to  attend  the  funeral. 

Eld.  Jonathan  Witmore,  of  the  Portage  church, 
we  found  in  very  delicate  health.  He  has  a  pecul- 
iar stomach  trouble  which  gives  him  much  distress 
at  times.  Bro.  Witmore  is  held  in  very  high  esteem 
by  the  Brethren  wherever  he  is  known.  His  own 
church  feel  that  they  cannot  spare  him. 

Oct.  24  brother  and  sister  George  Amos,  of  the 
Portage  church,  Wood  County,  Ohio,  went  to  the 
Black  Swamp  church,  to  attend  their  love  feast. 
On  the  first  evening  after  they  left,  their  dear  little 
boy,  Michael,  aged  two  years  and  nine  months, 
took  ill.  The  children  cared  for  their  sick 
brother  during  the  night.  Next  morning  they  sent 
for  the  doctor,  who  at  once  bade  them  send  for 
their  parents,  that  their  little  brother  was  past 
help,  as  it  was  membranous  croup.  When  the  par- 
ents returned  they  found  their  little  son  lying  on 
the  cooling-board.  With  Bro.  John  P.  Krab.U  we 
attended  the  funeral  on  Oct.  26.  What  great  relief 
will  be  afforded  to  God's  children  when  they  arrive 
in  that  land  where  "there  shall  be  no  more  death, 
neither  sorrow  nor  crying!  "      I.  J.  Rosenberger. 


4.  "  Why  is  it  that  so  Many  of  our  Children  Seek 
Church  Homes  Outside  of  our  Own,  and  What 
Should  we  do  as  Individuals,  and  as  a  Church,  to 
Counteract  this  Influence?" 

5.  "  How  can  we  Get  our  Members  More  Inter- 
ested in  Council-meetings?  " 

6.  "  What  are  the  Essentials  to  a  Successful 
Series  of  Meetings?" 

7.  "What  Duties  may  be  Scripturally  Assigned 
to  Sisters?  " 

Many  good  thoughts  and  suggestions  were  pre- 
sented by  those  who  opened  the  discussions,  and 
were  ably  followed  by  others.  One  of  the  import- 
ant features  of  the  meeting  was  the  periods  for  the 
discussion  of  referred  questions.  This  part  of  the 
work  was  under  the  management  of  Bro.  J.  F. 
Dietz,  and  gave  opportunity  for  the  presentation  of 
questions  not  on  the  program. 

On  Monday  night  Bro.  J.  C.  Johnson  gave  us  a 
sermon  on  "The  Prayer  covering,"  which  was  part 
of  the  program,  though  not  assigned  to  him. 

The  meeting  began  with  the  sermon  on  Monday 
night,  Oct.  iq,  and  continued  until  the  evening  of 
Oct.  21,  followed  by  two  night  meetings  by  Bro. 
Geo.  W.  Lowry. 

The  committee  on  program  for  next  year  con- 
sists of  brethren  J.  F.  Dietz,  S.  S.  Blough  and 
G.  W.  Lowry,  who  desire  applications  soon  for  next 
year's  meeting.  When  the  meeting  closed  we 
could  not  help  but  feel  that  all  were  benefited  by 


te  meeting. 
Johnstown,  Pa. 


S.  S.  Blough,  Sec. 


Field  Notes. 


At  present 


ory  over  which  I  travel 
few  of  the  Counties  in 
very  thinly  populated,  ; 


is  very  large. 
Southwestern 
.nd  yet  a  few 


Ministerial  Meeting  of  Western  Pennsylvania. 

is  held  at 

Notwith- 

attendance  was 

sd  the  best  yet 

S.    Rairigh  was 


Our  Ministerial  Meeting  for  this  year 
Johnstown,  in  the  Walnut  Grove  house 
standing  disagreeable  wrath 
good,  and  the  meeting  was  c 
Lid  in  this  District.  Bro.  Geo.  S.  Ka.r.gn 
elected  Moderator,  and  gave  all  questions  and 
speakers  due  consideration.  The  following  top.es 
were  discussed:  _ 

1    "Is    Religious   Liberty,   as    Practiced  To-day, 
for   Good,   or   is   it   Detrimental   to   the   Cause  ol 

Christ?"  ,  ., 

2.  "How  can  we  Best  Maintain  the  Integrity  anc 

Gospel  Principles  of  the  Church?  " 

3    "  Ht.w  can  we  Make  our  M.ssion  Work  in  the 

District  More  Effective?  " 


settlements  are 
through  failure 
away  from  thei 
mostly 
Woods 


urgent  ( 


ry  good  mission  points.  Poverty, 
tf  crops,  has  driven  the  people 
omes,  The  members  moving  out 
nove  among  churches  farther  east.  In 
County,  Oklahoma,  three  congregations 
n  organized  since  the  "Strip"  opened,  and 
ire  preaching  ought  to  be  done,  as  many 
ills  must  go  unheeded.  This  part  of  the 
country  promises  fair  in  making  homes  for  those 
who  are  willing  to  labor  and  endure  the  hardships 
of  a  new  country,  but,  indeed,  some  who  came  to 
this  country  very  poor,  have  been  compelled  to 
move  ont  during  the  last  year  on  account  of  a  par- 
tial failure  of  crops.  While  in  most  of  the  cases 
they  are  determined  to  hold  on,  and,  if  possible,  re- 
main with  their  claims,  that  they  may  have  a  home, 
they  are,  in  so  doing,  compelled  to  suffer  more  or 
less,  especially  for  want  of  clothing,  and,  in  some 
cases,  provision. 

The  Sisters'  Aid  Society,  of  Mt.  Morris,  and  also 
of  Cerro  Gordo,  111.,  already  sent  aid  to  the  needy. 
Are  there  any  others  who  wish  to  have  part  in  this 
matter?  If  so,  please  take  notice  that  Bro.  A.  M. 
Dickey,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  has  charge  of  all  aid, 
sent  for  our  State  District.  See  Ero.  F.  P.  Detter's 
notice  in  Gospel  Messenger  of  Oct.  17.  There 
are  many  poor  in  the  above-named  localities,  and 
they  appreciate  what  they  receive  very  much. 
What  about  your  Thanksgiving  offering  for  this 
year? 

The  work  is  moving  along  in  a  fair  way  and  such 
as  believe  are  baptized.  I  am  now  engaged  in  a 
two  weeks'  meeting  in  the  Pleasant  Plains  congrega- 
tion, near  Round  Grove,  and  will  close  with  a  feast 
0ctp'  ,4.  G.  E.  Studebaker. 

McPherson,  Kans.,  Nov.  2. 

Notice  to   the   Isolated   Members   In   Decatur,  Rawlins, 

North   Half  of  Sheridan,  and  Thomas 

Counties,  Kans. 

The  Mission  Board  has  requested  me  to  look 
after  the  work  in  these  Counties,  therefore  all  the 
members,  residing  in  the  above-named  Counties, 
that  desire  my  services  in  holding  some  meetings 
this  winter,  will  please  notify  me  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, giving  address  and  location  of  residence. 

J.  R.  Garbbr. 

Rockwell  City,  Kans. 


TEE   GOSPEL   JMHESSEItTG'IEEo. 


November  21, 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

rnbltinoa  Waail?,  at  six:  par  Annua,  by 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 
Mount  Morris,  Illinois. 

D.  L.  Miller,  Mount  Morris,  111.,       /  ,.  ,. 

H.  B.  BRt augh,  Huntmr-don,  Pa.,  J Ed"°r5' 

J.  H.  Moore Office  Editor. 

Joseph  Amick Business  Manager. 

Enoch  Eby,  Daniel  Mays,  W.  K.  Dceter, 

^"Communications  lor  publication  should  be  legibly  rittcn  with  black 
Ink  on  one  aide  ol  the  paper  only.  Do  not  attempt  to  tuterllnO,  or  to  put  on 
one  pace  what  ought  to  occupy  two. 

(^"Anonymous  communications  will  not  be  published. 

fry  Do  not  mix  business  with  articles  for  publication.  Keep  your  com 
municatloos  on  separate  sheets  from  all  business. 

^rT~Timc  Is  precious.  We  always  have  time  to  attend  to  business  and  to 
answer  questions  ol  importance,  but  please  do  not  subject  us  to  needless 
answering  ol  letters. 

n?±T-rhcMRssKNr.ER  Is  mailed  each  week  to  all  subscribers.  II  tbo  ad- 
dress Is  Correctly  cnlcrcd  on  our  list,  the  paper  must  reaih  the  person  to 


whom  it  Is  addressed.    II  you  do  not  get  your  paper,  write  t 

tsy~\Vhcn  changing  your  address,  please  give  your  lormer  as  well  as  your 
lunirc  address  In  lull,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  and  misunderstanding. 

rf  Do  not  send  personal  checks  or  dralta  on  Interior  banks,  unless  you 
icod  with  them  as  cents  each  to  pay  lor  collection. 

BT" Remittances  should  be  made  by  I'osl-nlhce  Money  Order,  Drafts  on 
New  York,  Philadelphia  or  Chicago,  or  Registered  Letters,  madu  payable 
lg  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  HI." 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  November  21,  1896. 


A  FREE-WILL  OFFERING  TO  THE  LORD. 


giving  Day  comes  again,  and  with  it 
comes  the  duty  of  making  a  free-will  offering  to 
the  Lord.  There  are  many  reasons  why  we 
should  make  our  Thanksgiving  practical  by  giv- 
ing. 


great    plenty. 


The  Lord  has  blessed  us  w 
Surely  he  has  been  very  good  to  us,  and  we 
have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for.  Not  the  least 
among  our  many  blessings,  is  the  one  we  enjoy 
of  meeting  together  to  worship  and  thank  God 
for  his  goodness  to  us.  All  peoples  do  not  en- 
joy this  blessed  privilege.  Just  now  we  hear  of 
a  congregation  of  Armenians  shut  up  in  their 
house  of  worship,  the  torch  applied  by  the 
hands  of  their  cruel  persecutors,  and  the  wor- 
shipers all  burned  to  death.  Here,  in  this  God- 
blessed  land  of  religious  liberty,  we  meet  and 
worship  without  fear  of  evil.  How  little  we  val- 
ue this  great  blessing! 

Perhaps  never  before,  in  the  history  of  our 
country,  has  the  earth  yielded  such  a  rich  and 
bountiful  harvest.  Our  garners  and  storehouses 
are  literally  bursting  with  God's  rich  bounty. 
The  prices  of  all  kinds  of  grain  have  advanced 
so  that  the  husbandman  may  receive  a  fair  com- 
pensation for  his  labor.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  advance  on  wheat  alone,  has  added  eighty 
million  dollars  to  the  wealth  of  our  land. 

Our  country  has  been  kept  free  from  epidem- 
ics and  plagues.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the 
world  cholera  and  black  plague  have  swept  many 
people  away.  We  have  been  preserved.  Pros- 
perity has  smiled  upon  us  and  we  have  been 
richly  favored  of  God. 

And  now  that  these  rich  blessings  are  ours, 
will  we  not  make  an  offering  to  the  Lord?  By 
making  a  free-will  offering  we  thank  the  Lord, 
not  only  with  our  lips,  but  with  our  substance, 
as  well.  It  is  a  measure  of  our  gratitude.  We 
come  to  the  Lord,  not  only  with  a  lip  service, 
but  a  heart  service,  as  well.  There  is  need  of 
money  to  assist  in  building  meetinghouses,  to 
send  out  ministers  to  preach  the  Word  at  home 
and  abroad,  to  build  up  and  support  the  Breth- 
ren's Orphanage  at  Smyrna,  and  to  carry  for- 
ward our  world-wide  missions, 


The  Brethren's  Orphanage  at  Smyrna  will  be 
a  great  blessing  to  the  poor  Armenian  children 
whose  parents  have  been  cruelly  murdered  by 
the  Turks.  But  in  the  end  it  will  be  a  greater 
blessing  to  those  who  have  given  to  support  the 
orphans.  In  a  recent  letter  Bro.  Fercken  says: 
"  I  went  out  to  our  Orphanage  to-day  on  my 
return  home.  One  of  the  little  boys  threw  his 
arms  about  my  neck,  and  said  with  a  sweet  smile, 
1  You  are  my  father  now.'  I  was  deeply  moved! 
Surely,  by  so  doing,  this  dear  child  is  putting 
his  little  arms  round  the  whole  Brethren  church, 
and  with  thankful  heart  is  saying,  'The  Turks 
killed  my  father,  but  you  are  my  father  now.'" 

May  we  not  hope  that  the  Thanksgiving  offer- 
ing for  this  year  of  great  blessings  may  be 
noted,  both  for  the  amount  given,  and  for  the 
fervent  prayers  that  may  go  up,  that  the  Lord 
will  bless  the  church  in  her  efforts  to  obey  the 
great  commission  to  send  the  Gospel  to  all  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  to  preach  the  Word  to 
every  creature! 

We  hope  all  the  churches  will  respond  to  this 
call!  Do  not  let  this  Thanksgiving  pass  without 
giving  all  the  members  of  the  church  an  oppor- 
tunity to  give  to  the  world-wide  missions  of  the 
church,  and  thus  share  in  the  blessing  that  God 
has  promised  to  the  liberal  soull  Send  your 
offerings  to  the  General  Missionary  Committee, 
Mount  Morris,  111. 

Written  on  behalf  of  the  General  Missionary 
and  Tract  Committee.  d.  l.  m. 


ew  Hutchison  is  now  at  Daleville,  Va. 


Bro.  J.  W.  Metzger,  of  Cerrogordo,  111.,  starts 
for  Lordsburg,  Cal.,  this  week. 

The  Cedar  church,    Kans.,    reports    eight   acces- 
sions since  the  District  Meeting. 


Through  the  door  of  Christian  baptism,  five  re- 
cently came  into  the  church  at  Hatfield,  Ind. 


Bro.   L.   T.   Holsinger   closed   his  meetings  at 
Jorth  Manchester,  Ind.,  with  five  accessions. 


We  printed  thirty-three  thousand  of  the  last 
week's  issue.     The  paper  is  being  widely  circulated. 

Bro.  S.  R.  Zug  has  moved  to  Elizabeth,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pa.,  at  which  point  he  should  now  be 
addressed. 


A   number   of  meetings   recently    held    in    the 
Chestnut  Grove  church,  W.  Va.,  resulted  in  twelve 


Bro  Geo.  D.  Zollers  is  engaged  in  a  series  of 
meetings  near  Syracuse,  Ind.  Seven  have  united 
with  the  church. 

Bro.  S.  F.  Sanger,  of  Bridgewater,  Va,  expects 
to  be  located  at  Calverton,  Fauquier  Co.,  Va,  in- 
side of  a  few  days. 


The  series  of  meetings  in  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  was  closed  Nov.  4,  with 
fourteen  accessions. 


The  meetings  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  closed  Nov.  12. 
There  were  fifteen  baptized,  one  reclaimed  and 
one  is  yet  to  be  baptized. 


What  are  you  doing  towards  helping  the  Mes- 
senger to  reach  20,coo  this  year?  If  possible,  we 
want  to  reach  that  number. 


Bro.  S.  S.  Beaver  is  said  to  be  engaged  in  ; 
very  interesting  series  of  meetings  in  Shepherds 
town,  Lower  Cumberland  church,  Pa. 


The  members  of  the  Osage  church,  Kans,  closed 
their  meetings  Nov.  II.  Fourteen  were  added 
to  the  church.  The.  church  feels  greatly  encour- 
aged, 


We  are  pleased  to  hear  of  good  results  in  N 
Jersey.    Seven    recently    confessed   Christ  in  a™ 
Sand  Brook  church,  and  were  baptized.  c 

Short  reports  of  church  news  are  published 
soon  as  received,  while  the  longer  ones  must  l" 
over  if  necessary.     It  pays  to  write  short  reports 

Bro.  Dorsey  Hodgden  closed  a  series  of  m» 
ings  in  the  Washington  Creek  church,  Kosciusko 
Co,  Ind,  Oct.   18, •  with  five  baptized  and  one  re 
claimed. 

(Bro.  Stover  writes  us  that  a  very  fatal  fever  is 
prevailing  in  parts  of  India  at  this  time.  Hun. 
dreds  are  dying  from  it.  His  wife  is  reported 
quite  ill  with  the  fever. 

Bro  Hiram  Forney,  of  Milford,  Ind,  has  been 
dangerously  ill  for  some  weeks.  He  returned  from 
Pennsylvania  sick.  He  is  reported  some  better 
but  is  probably  not  out  of  danger. 


Thanksgiving  will  be  next  Thursday,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try will  assemble  for  worship  and  give  the  God  of 
heaven  thanks  for  the  many  blessings  that  we  are 
all  permitted  to  enjoy. 


The  other  day  we  received  a  well-written  essay. 
It  read  well;  the  doctrine  was  sound,  but  the 
smell  of  tobacco  was  upon  it  very  strong,  and 
filled  the  whole  space  where  we  were  sitting.  A 
hint  to  the  wise  ought  to  be  sufficient. 


How  many  are  willing  to  donate  the  Messenger 
to  some  unsaved  friend  this  Thanksgiving?  How 
can  you  spend  a  dollar  to  any  better  advantage? 
By  placing  the  paper  in  the  hands  of  the  uncon- 
verted, it  may  be  the  means  of  winning  them  to 
Christ.  -   .-^ 

('Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand  closed  his  meetings  at  Rock- 
ingham, Mo,  with  eighty  additions.  Immediate 
steps  were  taken  for  instructing  the  new  members 
in  doctrine  and  other  duties.  We  trust  tha/r  the, 
classes  formed  for  this  purpose  may  be  wiselfy  in- 
structed.  > 

In  a  communication  just  received  from  Bro.  E.  A. 
Miller,  Lordsburg,  Cal,  he  says,  "  Our  school  work 
is  progressing  nicely.  We  have  the  best  school 
that  we  have  ever  had  in  the  history  of  the  in- 
stitution. Our  church  work  is  prospering.  The 
weather  is  delightful." 


f  The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Memorial  church 
edifice,  in  Germantown,  Pa,  has  been  laid,  and  the 
building  is  to  be  completed,  though  Mr.  Davis  is 
dead.  It  is  erected  in  memory  of  the  mother  of 
Jacob  Z.  Davis,  and  will  cost  about  gio.ooo.  Mr 
Davis'  mother  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Al- 
exander Mack,  who  emigrated  from  Germany  in 
1729,  and  was  the  first  elder  of  the  church  at  Ger- 
mantown. The  above  we  glean  from  the  Public 
Ledger,  Philadelphia,  of  Nov.  9. 


Last  March,  some  one  who  signs  his  name,  as 
near  as  we  can  make  out,  "A.  Myers,"  sent  us 
Si. 50  for  the  Messenger,  but  failed  to  give  his 
post-office.  We  laid  the  letter  aside,  hoping  he 
would  write  us  again,  and  in  that  way  we  might 
get  a  clue  to  his  address.  If  any  of  our  readers 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  party  here  named,  they 
will  please  mention  this  to  him,  and  have  him 
write  us,  giving  his  post-offie,  so  we  can  render 
satisfaction  for  the  money  received. 


Three  weeks  ago  there  appeared  in  the  Messen- 
ger an  article  encouraging  mothers  to  keep  them- 
selves tidy,  as  much  as  possible,  in  the  presence  of 
their  children  and  husband.  Now,  a  sister  writes 
to  know  what  should  be  done  with  the  men,  who 
grow  so  exceedingly  careless,  and  even  filthy  '" 
their  habits.  As  long  as  the  wives  and  mothers 
remain  careful  there  is  a  chance  of  doing  some- 
thing with  husbands  and  children,  but  let  the  wom- 
en once  begin  to  neglect  themselves  and  the  race 
begins  to  sink.  We  appeal  to  the  wives  and  moth- 
ers for  the  reason  that  they  have  it  in  their  pow"' 
to  maMn  *he  world  better,  in  this  respect, 
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rVVE  have  received  a  number  of  complaints  con- 
cerning disorderly  conduct  upon  the  part  of  the 
people  who  attend  our  love  feasts  in  different 
localities.  This  is  something  that  should  not  be  ' 
allowed  to  continue  in  this  land  of  religious  liber- 
ty. No  one  has  a  right  to  disturb  a  religious  gath- 
ering in  any  manner,  and  when  the  authorities  are 
informed  of  such  misconduct  in  a  way  that  they  can 
get  hold  of  facts,  they  soon  give  the  offending  par- 
ties to  understand  that  the  law  of  the  land  was 
made  for  the  disobedient.  An  excellent  way  is  to 
commence  the  love  feast  exercises  in  good  time, 
and  close  early,  say  just  at  dark.  The  services 
should  commence  in  time  to  permit  the  eating  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  about  the  usual  supper  time. 
There  is  no  more  reason  for  eating  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per two  hours  after  the  usual  time  for  supper,  than 
there  is  for  eating  it  two  hours  before.  Where  a 
feast  commences  early  it  can  be  closed  before  the 
disorderly  reach  the  place  of  meeting.  With  a  lit- 
tle care,  all  of  our  feasts  might  be  closed  by  eight 
o'clock,  and  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when  nights 
are  long,  they  can  be  closed  earlier,  and  yet  be 
kept  within  Gospel  bounds. 


LIFE  INSURANCE. 


One  of  the  State  Districts  has  decided  to  present, 
to  the  coming  Annual  Meeting,  a  query  which 
will  open  up  for  discussion  the  Life  Insurance 
question.  We  are  receiving  a  number  of  articles 
on  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  are  urged  to 
publish  them.  So  far,  we  have  declined  all  com- 
munications along  that  line.  But  since  the  sub- 
ject is  to  come  before  the  next  Annual  Meeting, 
and  there  is  a  strong  desire  to  have  something 
said  on  it,  we  have  decided  to  publish  several  ar- 
ticles on  both  sides  of  the  question  the  latter  part 
of  January,  1897.  All  the  articles  are  to  be  in  one 
issue,  and  will  be  selected  from  those  received 
before  Jan.  10.  No  article  is  to  contain  oyer  twelve 
■hundred  words,  and  each  one  must  be  free  from  per- 
sonalities, insinuations  or  undue  reflections.  Of  the 
articles  received,  we  shall  select  only  the  best,  and, 
as  near  as  possible,  an  equal  number  on  each  side. 
After  these  appear,  that  will  be  the  end  of  the 
matter  so  far  as  the  Messenger  is  concerned. 


at  hand  when  God  shall  call  him  home,  there  was 
scarcely  a  dry  eye  in  the  crowded  house.  The 
children's  meeting  was  a  success. 

The  anointing  of  a  sister  with  oil  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord,  in  the  public  congregation,  was  also 
made  the  occasion  of  deep  feeling  and  lasting  im- 
pressions. The  sister  has  been  suffering  for  some 
time  with  epilepsy.  She  lives  remote  from  the 
church,  and  as  she  was  strong;  enough  to  attend 
the  meeting,  she  requested  the  elders  to  anoint  her. 
After  a  consultation,  it  was  thought  well  to  at- 
tend to  the  anointing  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
Prayer  was  offered,  the  Scripture  teaching  on  the 
subject  read,  a  few  remarks  made,  and  then  the 
sister  kneeling,  received  the  anointing.  Only  a 
very  few,  even  among  the  members  present,  had 
ever  witnessed  the  performance  of  this  Scriptural 
rite,  and  no  one,  we  think,  who  saw,  will  ever  for- 
get it.  It  was  an  object  lesson  in  obedience  to 
God's  Word,  that  carried  with  it  more  power,  and 
made  a  deeper  impression  upon  the  audience  than 
a  dozen  sermons  on  the  subject  would  have  done. 

We  reflected  that  a  dozen  years  ago  there  were 
but  few  members  in  this  neighborhood.  Bro.  Lem- 
uel Hillery,  with  a  few  members  moved  in,  sister 
Hetty  Engle,  of  Maryland,  being  among  the  num- 
ber. Then  an  effort  was  made  to  build  a  meeting- 
house, and  the  General  Missionary  Committee  as- 
sisted and  a  house  of  worship  was  the  result.  A 
half  score  of  years  have  passed  away,  and  now  we 
have  a  large  congregation,  under  the  care  of  Bro. 
Enoch  Eby.  A  noticeable  feature  is  the  number 
of  young  people  in  the  church.  May  God  bless 
these  lambs  of  the  flock! 

When  the  day  of  rewards  shall  come,  one  name 
will  stand  above  all  the  rest  in  unselfish  devotion, 
in  unsparing  giving,  and  in  self-sacrifice  in  build- 
ing up  the  Pleasant  View  church, — the  name  of 
Aunt  Hetty. 

Bro.  Hillery  remained  at  Pleasant  View  after 
the  feast,  to  hold  meetings  for  a  brief  season. 

D.  L.  M. 


A  QOOD  LOVE  FEAST. 


The  value  of  a  meeting  is  to  be  estimated  by 
the  spiritual  enjoyment  one  realizes,  and  the  im- 
pressions made  for  good  upon  the  congregation. 
Of  course  the  spiritual  enjoyment  is  largely  de- 
pendent upon  the  mental  condition  of  those  who 
attend  the  meeting.  If  one  hungers  and  thirsts 
after  the  Truth,  he  receives  the  Water  of  Life  as 
readily  from  the  piece  of  broken  pottery  at  the 
fountain,  as  if  it  came  from  a  silver  cup  with  a  lin- 
ing of  gold.  Thus  we  may  hear  one  say  that  such 
a  meeting  was  the  very  best  I  ever  attended,  while 
another  has  but  little  sense  of  enjoyment  in  the 
service.  The  difference  is  in  the  person,  and  not 
in  the  meeting. 

Measured  by  the  foregoing  rule,  one  among  the 
very  best  meetings  we  have  recently  attended,  was 
the  love  feast  held  in  the  Pleasant  View  church, 
near  Booth,  Kans.,  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  last 
month.  The  house,  although  a  large  one,  did 
not  suffice  to  hold  all  the  people  who  sought  ad- 
mittance. The  aisles  were  crowded  from  the 
doors  to  the  rear  of  the  building,  so  that  the  ad- 
ministrator found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  get  to  the 
tables  to  break  bread  and  pass  the  cup. 

On  Sunday  morning  a  children's  meeting  was 
held.  An  old  brother,  now  in  his  eighty-seventh 
year,  whom  the  Brethren  affectionately  call  Father 
Burgess  was  among  the  speakers.  He  had  been  a 
Preacher  in  another  church  for  a  number  of  years. 
As  he  spoke  of  the  joy  he  felt  in  his  association  in 
Christ  with  the  Brethren,  and  of  his  hope  of  etep 
"»'  life,  as  hit  looked  forward  U  the  tim«  now  soon 


THE  FIELD. 


We  don't  need  to  ask  where  it  is,  or  try  to  find 
it  out,  because  the  world  is  given  to  us  and  the 
Master  says:  "  Occupy  till  I  come."  So  the  field 
is  still  open  and  will  be,  till  the  harvest  is  gath- 
ered. The  great  question  with  us  should  be,  "Are 
we  occupying?  And  if  so,  how  much  of  the  field 
have  we  under  our  care?  " 

Of  late,  we  have  been  unusually  stirred  up  in 
reference  to  what  we,  as  a  church,  are  doing. 
When  we  look  over  the  great  field,  our  soul  is 
made  sick  in  seeing  how  little  we  are  doing. 

Not  long  since,  we  received  a  map  of  North  Da- 
kota, on  which  were  a  number  of  black  dots,  indi- 
cating the  location  of  Brethren  churches  in  the 
State.  As  we  looked  at  it  we  commenced  think- 
ing, Why  is  it  that  our  brethren  and  sisters  and 
ministers  are  locating  in  these  special  places?  The 
Apostle  Paul  went  over  to  Macedonia  because  of 
the  call  of  the  Spirit.  There  were  souls  over  there 
to  be  saved,  and  because  of  this  he  went.  We  have 
no  objections  whatever  against  our  people  emigrat- 
ing to  new  countries  where  they  can  get  them- 
selves homes,  and  at  the  same  time,  work  for  the 
enlarging  of  the  borders  of  Zion.  But  the  thought 
came  to  us,  Why  not  have  dots  on  the  maps  of 
the  New  England  and  Southern  States,  as  well? 
Then,  too,  the  United  States,  taking  the  whole  of 
it,  forms  only  a  small  part  of  this  world  of  ours. 
We  must  get  outside  of  personal  and  family  ad- 
vantages, when  the  evangelizing  of  the  world  is  to 
be  considered.  Souls  are  of  more  value  than  hous- 
es and  lands,  and  if  we  make  these  the  primary 
object  in  our  going,  we  go  contrary  to  th 
poses  of  God,  and  say,  by  our  action 
ye  houses  and  lands  and  the  kinf 
shall  be  added  unto  ye»." 


First  seek 
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Again,  the  commission  does  not  say:  "Go  ye 
into  all  the  world  and  locate  on  the  choice  lands, 
and  he  that  strikes  the  best  location  shall  be 
blessed," — but  "  preach  my  gospel,— and  he  that 
believeth  shall  be  saved."  This  is  the  work  for  the 
church,  and  it  is  the  business  of  each  one  of  us  to 
put  our  shoulder  to  the  wheel  and  help  push  it 
along. 

We  must  get  in  earnest  about  this  work  and  do 
something,  and  we  must  do  it  in  the  right  way. 
We  have  been  experimenting  long  enough  to  have 
learned  that  many  of  our  missionary  efforts,  es- 
pecially in  towns  and  cities,  have  been  flat  fail- 
ures, and  the  wonder  to  us  is,  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  go  on,  wasting  the  Lord's  money  in  try- 
ing to  do  things  in  a  way  that  every  intelligent, 
careful-thinking  and  observing  brother  has  said, 
and  continues  to  say,  is,  and  will  be,  a  failure. 
This  is  said  because  it  has  been  proven  by  actual 
and  repeated  demonstration.  We  have  farmers 
who,  we  say,  are  foolish  because  they  have  con- 
tinued an  old  process  of  farming  on  barren  fields, 
year  after  year,  without  even  getting  a  crop. 
They  work,  toil  and  hope,  seemingly  against  hope. 
Thus  they  continue  from  year  to  year.  They  plow 
and  sow,  but  reap  not.  You  may  ask,  What  is 
wrong?  Is  it  the  field  or  the  farmer?  The  field 
may  be  all  right,  but  the  farmer  is  all  wrong.  Fer- 
tilization and  better  methods  of  farming  are  need- 
ed, and  until  these  changes  are  made,  no  harvest 
need  be  expected.  Just  such  changes  are  needed 
by  the  church,  and  to  make  these  changes,  we  do 
not  need  any  new  process,  but  get  back  to  the  old 
Gospel  way  of  working  and  preaching.  We  should 
make  the  saving  of  souls  the  first  and  primary  ob- 
ject in  all  our  thoughts  and  efforts.  We  should 
work  to  this  end  and  lay  our  plans  and  spend  our 
money  in  this  direction.  We  should  buy  our 
church  lots  and  build  our  houses  to  this  end.  The 
means  that  we  have  been  using  to  accomplish  cer- 
tain ends,  if  they  fail  to  bring  about  the  end  de- 
sired, we  should  change  to  such  as  will.  "  Be  wise 
as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves,"  will  always  ap- 
ply in  extending  the  borders  of  the  Lord's  work. 

On  last  Sunday  we  preached  at  one  of  our  mis- 
sion points,  where  our  brethren  bought  a  house  re- 
jected by  another  church,  because  they  had  grown 
out  of  it.  The  roof  is  full  of  leaks,  the  ceiling  is 
falling  off  in  spots,  the  sides  and  seats  dingy  and 
uninviting,  while  the  outside  has  not  been  touched 
with  paint  for  twenty  years.  We  never  approved 
of  buying  second-hand  houses,  but  when  it  is 
thought  best  to  do  so,  the  whole  thing,  from  in- 
side out,  ought  to  be  subjected  to  a  complete  con- 
version. The  house  referred  to  above,  needs  a 
new  roof,  the  ceiling  and  sides  should  be  repaired 
and  papered,  and  the  outside,  as  well  as  the  seat- 
ing, etc.,  should  receive  a  thorough  painting. 
When  this  is  done  it  will  be  quite  an  inviting  place 
for  worship,  and,  we  are  sure,  will  add  greatly  to 
the  attendance  and  interest  of  the  services  there. 
The  brethren  there  are  making  an  effort  to  do 
this7,  and  the  Mission  Board  should  second  the 
move  by  helping  some.  May  it  be  done  soon  to 
the  glory  of  God! 

This  is  only  one  among  the  many  instances  of 
this  kind  to  be  found  in  our  fields  of  labor,  and  we 
hope  that  the  eyes  of  our  people  may  be  more  ful- 
ly opened  to  the  pressing  needs  of  the  Lord's  work. 
Let  us  all  more  carefully  look  over  the  Lord's 
fields  and  see  how  much  improvement  is  needed 
that  the  church  of  Christ  may  be  enlarged  and 
souls  be  brought  into  the  kingdom. 

When  church  work  becomes  of  as  much  interest 
to  us  as  does  our  choice  of  homes  and  mode  of 
life,  then  will  be  heard  the  tread  of  consecrated 
feet,  not  only  in  every  nook  and  corner  of  this 
land,  but  in  every  land  where  the  gates  are  swung 
apart  to  the  glad  tidings1  o(  the  Gospel  of  Peace, 
And  may  this  be  right  tosnl  B.  B.  B. 


746 


TKJtii    O-OSDPJEL    JVLEi3SE!JSrC3-ElE'. 


November  21,  1896, 


-■* -*  CORRESPONDENCE  *-*— 


(^-Church  News  solicited  lor  this  Dcpai 


Notes  of  Travel  should  bo 
ts  are  not  solicited  lor  this 
pie  room  lor  that  purpose. 


From  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 


Oct. 


He  remained  wit! 
with  a  love  feast, 
of  any  that  had  b 


began  a  series  of  meetings  at  Elk 
,  D.  F.  Stouffer  did  the  preaching, 
ith  us  until  Oct.  25,  when  we  closed 
hich  was  the  largest  attended 
n  at  this  place  for  several  years. 
....ipelled  to  stay  back  for  want  of 
room,  for  which  we  were  very  sorry.  As  an  im- 
mediate result  of  the  meeting  sixteen  were  baptized 
and  one  reclaimed.  Bro.  Stoufler  labored  faithful- 
ly, both  privately  and  publicly,  and  the  large  audi- 
ences that  greeted  him  gave  proof  of  the  fact  that 
his  efforts  were  highly  appreciated.  We  were  re- 
luctant to  close  our  meeting,  as  it  was  apparent 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  was  among  us  and  many 
hearts  were  troubled.  1  am  sure  that  the  prayers, 
the  gratitude  and  the  best  wishes  of  the  brethren 
and  sisters  of  this  community  follow  Bro.  Stouffer. 
Many  hearts  were  made  to  flow  with  tears  of  joy, 
not  only  in  seeing  their  children  and  neighbors  en- 
listing under  the  blood-stained  banner  of  King  1m- 
manuel,  but  several  of  our  dear  members,  who  had 
been  led  away  by  the  follies  of  the  world  were 
overpowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  made  to  fall 
in  line  with  us  again.  The  good  work  did  not  stop 
at  the  close  of  the  meetings.  Four  were  received 
by  baptism  since  that  time,  and  one  since  our  last 
report,  making  twenty-two  in  all.  Brethren,  pray 
for  us  that  the  Lord  may  keep  us  near  the  cross! 
W.  A.  Gaunt. 
Nov.  3.  _ 

From  the  Cottonwood  Church,  Dunlap,  Kans. 

Our   new  churchhouse   was   dedicated    Nov.    1. 
Bro.  Brown,  assisted  by  VV.  H.  Lahman,  delivered 


the  dedicatory  sermon  to  a  ci 
love  feast,  on  the  day  following 
ant  one.  Five  new  members  s 
table  for  the  first  time.  One 
few  hours  previous  to  the  feast 
a  week  before.  One  also,  was  ri 
M.  Weddle  was  advanced  to  the 


ded  house.  The 
was  a  very  pleas- 
rounded  the  Lord's 
an  was  baptized  a 
and  a  sister  about 


the  ministry,  and  an  e 
The  choice  fell  on  Br< 
Eldredge. 

The  yearly  electio 
was  held  Nov.  18.  B. 
Superintendent  and  B 

Bro.  Brown 


med.     Bro.  R. 

ond  degree  of 
clion  held  for  two  deacons. 
Sam  Gilbert  and  Bro.  A.  B. 


the 


of   Sunday  school    officers 
B,  S.  Burnett  was   elected 
Ed.  Sargent,  assistant, 
onducting  a  series  of  meetings   at 
ch,  which  will  continue  two  weeks. 
Mary  Burnett. 


were  enjoyed  by  all.  Our  ministerial  aid,  at  our 
love  feast,  were  brethren  D.  M.  Miller  and  Jacob 
Delp,  of  Illinois,  and  S.  H.  Baker  and  Samuel  Crist, 
of  Wisconsin.  Bro.  Delp  officiated.  A  number  of 
members  from  adjoining  churches  were  present, 
which  gave  us  much  encouragement  to  go  on  in  our 
Christian  work.  On  the  day  of  the  love  feast  a 
choice  was  held  for  a  minister.  The  lot  fell  on 
Bro.  E.  E.  Joyce.  He,  with  his  wife,  was  duly  in- 
stalled the  next  day,  with  great  solemnity. 

Oct.  10  the  writer  was  called  to  baptize  a  young 
man,  sick  with  consumption.  He  being  worse, 
some  thought  he  could  not  stand  being  baptized 
at  that  time,  but  he  had  strong  faith  and  a  great 
desire  to  do  what  he  thought  was  his  duty.  Assur- 
ing them  that  there  would  be  no  danger  of  any 
harm  from  obedience  to  God's  will,  arrangements 
were  made  and  he  was  baptized  next  day,  after 
which  he  felt  better  and  was  able  to  attend  church 
that  afternoon.  On  arriving  at  the  place  of  bap- 
tism there  was  another  applicant  which  was  attend 
ed  to  at  the  same  time.  I  have  just  received  a  letter 
from  the  young  man  that  he  has  been  getting  better 
ever  since.    The  Lord  be  praised!     H.  C.  Baker. 

East  Pepin,  Wis.,  Oct.  2$. 


From  West  Virginia. 


I  RODE  on  horseback,  a  distance  of  about  thirty 
miles,  over  hills  and  mountains  to  the  mission  field 
in  West  Virginia,  where  I  commenced  meetings  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  3.  I  soon  found  that  the 
points  assigned  me  to  work  were  much  neglected. 
Ten  years  ago  the  church  numbered  fifty-six.  To- 
day it  numbers  twenty-three,  showing  a  decrease  of 
thirty-three  members.  Some  died;  others  have 
gone  back  to  the  world.  It  only  shows  that  a  flock 
needs  food  daily. 

This  reminds  us  of  the  great  need  of  more  labor- 
ers in  the  vineyard.  Let  us,  as  ministers,  take 
fresh  courage  and  double  our  diligence  that  many 
souls  may  be  brought  to  Christ!  Three  were  added 
to  the  fold  during  our  stay  with  them.  Our  work 
was  somewhat  hindered  by  the  freshet  which  had 
torn  the  roads  badly  and  made  them  almost  im- 
passable. We  held,  in  all,  nineteen  meetings,  and 
returned  home  Oct.  19.  J.  F.  Driver. 

Tnnbetville,  Va. 


Brubaker,  T.  S.  Moherman,  F,  W.  England,  three 
of  the  home  ministers  and  F.  Weimer,  who  offici- 
ated. The  meetinghouse  was  filled  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  The  best  of  order  prevailed  during  the 
feast.  On  Sunday  morning,  at  9:  30  was  the  time 
appointed  for  the  Sunday  school.  There  were  six 
addresses  by  brethren  and  sisters  to  the  Sunday 
school.  The  house  was  packed.  At  10:  30  Bro.  J. 
Heistand  preached  for  us,  and  in  the  evening  Bro. 
F.  W.  England  closed  his  meetings  with  a  full 
house.    There  were  no  accessions. 

David  Snyder. 
Nov.  2.  _   

From  Union,  Va. 

Previous  to  examination  services  at  our  feast, 
we  went  to  the  water-side,  where  one  precious  soul 
was  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  He  had  come 
about  twenty-six  miles  for  that  purpose,  and  to 
commune  with  the  people  of  God.  About  one 
hundred  and  fifty  members  surrounded  the  Lord's 
table.     Eld.  Jeremiah  Barnhart  officiated. 

On  Monday  following,  about  twenty  members 
went  to  a  schoolhouse  where  we  had  a  Commun- 
ion with  an  aged  sister.  She  was  much  revived  and 
strengthened  by  this  service.  Bro.  Joel  Weddle 
officiated.  Oct.  24,  in  company  with  wife,  Bro.  0. 
Barnhart  and  wife,  Harvey  Weddle,  A.  J.  Weddle, 
Jacob  Hylton,  Noah  Reed  and  Wyatt  Reed,  I  at- 
tended a  love  feast  in  Carroll  County.  The  feast 
was  held  in  a  schoolhouse  which  was  packed  to  its 
utmost.  Many  went  away  because  they  could  not 
be  accommodated.  In  the  morning,  before  the 
feast,  one  precious  soul  was  buried  in  the  liquid 
stream,  she  being  the  wife  of  the  one  mentioned 
above.  Bro.  A.  J.  Weddle  officiated  at  the  last- 
named  feast.  M.  F.  Woods. 

Oct.  17. 


From  the  Mllledgevllle  Church,  III. 


From  the  Laforge  Church,  Mo. 

Oct.  24  brethren  Dove  and  Harris,  of  Texas  Co., 
Mo.,  came  to  us  and  held  six  meetings  and  one 
council.  They  were  sent  here  by  District  Meeting 
to  attend  to  some  church  work,  as  this  is  a  mis- 
sion point  and,  since  the  death  of  Bro.  Gish,  we 
have  had  no  elder.  We  were  much  encouraged 
and  strengthened  by  their  earnest  appeals  for  a 
higher  plane  of  Christian  life  and  labor,  and  we 
were  very  sorry  they  could  not  remain  with  us 
longer.  I  held  twenty-four  meetings  at  two  differ- 
ent points  in  Wayne  Co.,  Mo.,  during  this  month. 
Our  doctrine  was  new  and  quite  strange  to  many 
who  had  never  heard  the  Gospel  preached  or  seen 
it  practiced  as  it  is.  One  united  with  the  church 
by  baptism,  and  two,  who  at  one  time  had  been 
members,  resolved  to  return.  Ira  P.  Eby. 

Oct.  30.  < 

From  the  Chippewa  Valley  Church,  Wis. 

Our  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  brethren 
D.  M.  Miller  and  Jacob  Delp,  began  Sept.  28  and 
continued  until  Oct.  3,— the  evening  of  our  love 
feast.    The   meetings   were  good    and,    I    believe, 


Our  Trip  to  the  Berkeley  Church,  \V.  Va. 

Oct.  31,  wife  and  I,  in  company  with  others,  left 
Upton  at  half  past  five,  o'clock  in  the  morning,  for 
a  twenty-five  mile  drive  through  Maryland  and 
part  of  Pennsylvania.  We  arrived  at  the  meeting- 
house about  eleven  o'clock.  Bro.  Bennet,  of  Bed- 
ford, Pa.,  preached  a  good  sermon  to  an  attentive 
congregation.  This  church  is  presided  over  by 
Bro.  D.  F.  Stouffer,  of  Maryland,  Their  church- 
house  is  located  at  Johnstown,  Va.  They  have  a 
neat,  plain,  substantial  house.  About  seventy-five 
or  eighty  members  communed.  The  order  was 
good.  Their  ministering  brethren  are  J.  Brindle,  J. 
Turner,  J.  Barnes,  Geo.  Bricker  and  Joseph  Utz. 
Our  company  left  for  home  on  Sunday  after  meet- 
ing. We  arrived  at  my  home  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  well  pleased  with  our  trip. 
The  Brethren  there  are  not  so  bountifully  blessed 
th  the  things  of  this  life  as  some  are,  but  are 
kind  and  open  hearted,  and  make  you  feel  at  home 
while  among  them.  The  trip  shall  ever  be  a  green 
spot  in  my  memory.  Wm.  C.  Koontz. 

Shady  Grove,  Pa. 


From  Ashland,  Ohio. 


Our  series  of  meetings  at  Maple  Grove,  Ohio, 
commenced  Oct.  18,  in  the  evening.  Bro.  F.  W. 
England,  of  the  Ashland  (Dickey)  church,  did 
the  preaching  to  attentive  congregations  for  two 
weeks,  closing  on  Sunday  evening,  Nov.  I.  Our 
love  feast,  on  Saturday  evening,  was  one  of  the  en- 
joyable meetings  for  the  saints.  One  hundred  and 
sixty  were  seated  at  the  King's  table.  On  this  oc- 
casion our  ministerial  aid  were  brethren  Tobias 
Hoover,  J.  Kessler,  D,  Worst,  J.  Heistand,  D.  M. 


Oct.  17  Bro.  Samuel  J.  Fike  and  wife,  and 
and  wife,  attended  the  love  feast  at  Garrison,  I 
The  services  began  at  10  A.  M.  A  good-sized 
gregation  was  present  at  the  forenoon  meeting. 
Bro.  Moses  Dierdorff  addressed  the  audience.  Din- 
ner was  served  for  all  in  the  basement.  This  cus- 
tom looks  charitable,  but  whether  it  is  the  best 
thing  to  do  is  a  question.  One  thing  is  certain,  it 
makes  quite  an  amount  of  work  for  some  of  the 
brethren  and  sisters,  and  gives  them  but  little 
chance  to  enjoy  the  meetings.  At  2:  30  P.  M.  the 
examination  services  were  held,  which  were  well 
attended  by  the  members  and  others.  This  feat- 
ure of  the  meeting  we  highly  recommend.  We 
think  it  important  that  the  members,  especially,  be 
present  during  these  services.  The  evening  ser- 
vices commenced  at  a  late  hour.  Bro.  Dierdorff 
officiated. 

On  Sunday  morning  there  was  preaching  at  10 
A.  M.  by  T.  S.  Fike.  At  11  A.  M.  the  funeral  of 
an  aged  sister  was  preached  by  Bro.  Garner,  of 
Grundy  Center.  At  2:  30  P.  M.  Bro.  Martin  Beegh- 
ley,  of  Waterloo,  addressed  the  congregation.  At 
7:  30  P.  M.  we  had  preaching  again  by  Bro.  Dier- 
dorff. 

Eld.  Johnson  has  the  oversight  of  this  church. 
Much  love  and  zeal  is  manifested  for  the  Master's 
cause  by  the  members.  During  the  week  we  visit- 
ed with  wife's  relatives;  also  found  a  number  of 
our  relatives  living  in  this  church. 

On  Tuesday  evening  we  were  called  to  visit  a 
sick  man  (a  near  neighbor  of  wife's  sister).  On 
arriving  at  the  house  we  found  him  very  low. 
inqu'ry  we  found  that  neither  he  nor  his 
any  profession  of  religion.  Ten  childri 
home  at  the  time.  By  the  request  of  his  sorrow- 
ing companion  we  read  a  Scripture  lesson  and 
talked  to  them  about  Jesus  and  his  love,  and  the 
home  he  has  gone  to  prepare  for  his  childre 
Then  we  all  knelt  around  the  family  altar  and  in- 
voked the  blessing  of  a  kind  Father  upon  the 
inmates  of  that  home.  We  left  them  impressed 
with  the  thought,  Why  not  prepare  for  etero'ty 
while  we  may?  The  next  day  the  spirit  of 
sick  man  had  taken  its  flight, 


rife  made 
were  at 


fiovernbe 


Thursday  evening  was  the  time  for  their  prayer 
,;„<,  at  the  church,  but  by  request  the  writer 
oreached  for  them. 
On  Saturday  we  were  taken  to  the  South  Water- 
church,  to  attend  the  love  feast  at  that  place, 
ivening  at  4   P. 


THE   GOSPEL   IMIIESSIEIISra-EIR/. 


nisters  and  de 


sided 


The  meeting  commenced  th 
jj     At  this  place  there  is  a  large 
members  with  a  strong  force  of  m 
cons  and  an  active  laity,  that  know  how 
the  work  of  the  Master.    The  church  is 
over  by  elders  S.  H.  and  S.  M.  Miller.    Their  lar 
churchhouse  was  almost  entirely  occupied  by  mem- 
bers, leaving  but  little  room  for  spectators.    We 
never  saw  better  order.     A  number  of  visiting  min- 
isters were  present,  the  writer  officiating.    On  Sun- 
day morning  we  had  Sunday  school  at   io  A.  M., 
after  which  we  gave  to  the  children  a  fifteen  min- 
ute talk.    At  11  A.  M.  we  had  preaching  by  Bro. 
Jones,  of  Grundy  Center;  also  hid  preaching  again 
in  the  evening.     Bro.  Emanuel  Hoff  and  the  writer 
continued  the  meetings  each  evening  at  the  South 
Waterloo  church,  until  Wednesday  evening.     Their 
Sunday  school  at  this  place  numbers  upwards  of 
three  hundred    and   is   successfully  handled, 
Bro.  Jacob  Miller  as   Superintendent.     On  Friday 
evening  we  preached  in  the  Brethren's  church 
Waterloo.    On   Saturday   morning  we   started   for 
home,  arriving  the  same  evening.     On  the  whole, 
our  sojourn   among   the   members  was  a  pleasant 
one.     During  our  absence  from  the   home   church 
Bro    Snively,   of  Lanark,  filled  the   appointments 
the  first  Sunday,  and  Eld.  D.  M.  Miller  the  next. 
My  health  at  this  writing  is  improving  some.    We 
ask  an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  the  faithful! 

Tobias  S.  Fike. 

Nov .  2.  

From  Roann,  Ind. 


g  on  the  shore,  to  see  the  others  baptized.  This 
e  did,  and,  when  leaving  the  shore,  he  said,  "  I 
could  go  home  without  exchanging  clothing." 
After  arriving  at  home  he  said,  "  There  is  a  great 
load  off  of  me  now."  Among  the  number  there 
was  one  in  his  fourteenth  year.  What  a  contrast! 
Truly  God  is  faithful  in  calling!  The  meetings 
were  attended  by  large  crowds  of  eager  listeners. 
H.  Beelman. 
Nov.  ?. 


From  Covington,  Ohio. 


The  members  of  the  Roann  church  met  in  coun- 
cil Oct.  10.  What  little  business  came  before  the 
meeting  was  disposed  of  in  a  way  that  caused 
much  rejoicing  in  the  God  of  our  salvation.  Our 
love'  feast  took  place  Oct.  24.  Surely,  it  was  a 
feast  to  the  soul,  indeed.  The  weather  was  de- 
lightful, the  attendance  large,  the  ministerial  force 
ample,  and  the  order  commendable.  Eld.  J.  H. 
Wright,  of  North  Manchester,  officiated.  This 
church  thought  it  advisable  to  call  a  young'  brother 
to  the  ministry,  and  two  young  brethren  to  the 
office  of  deacon.  Elders  J.  H.  Wright  and  S.  S. 
Ulery,  of  the  Ogan's  Creek  church,  met  with  us 
Oct.  29  and  aided  the  church  very  acceptably  in 
this  important  work.  The  voice  of  the  members 
was  taken  and  resulted  in  a  tie  vote  of  three  breth- 
ren. The  church  saw  proper  to  accept  all  three, 
namely  brethren  George  Swihart,  Robert  Miller,  and 
Henry  Neff,  for  ministers.  The  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers was  again  taken  for  two  brethren  to  the  office 
of  deacon,  for  which  three  brethren  ran  a  close  tie. 
The  church,  likewise,  accepted  all  three,  namely 
Eneas  Swihart,  Asa  Gidley  and  Emery  Morphew. 
Following  came  the  installation  of  those  breth- 
ren with  their  wives  into  their  respective  of- 
fice with  much  solemnity.  Brother  and  sister  Mor- 
phew not  being  present,  their  installation  will  take 
place  in  the  near  future.  Joseph  John.  - 

Oct.  3 1.  t 

From  the  Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa. 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  18,  Bro.  Joseph  Long,  of 
York,  Pa.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Baker  house  (as  then  noted  in  the  Messenger). 
The  meeting  continued  every  evening  until  Nov.  I. 
Oct.  27  there  were  six  buried  with  Christ  in  bap- 
tism, and  on  Sunday  afternoon,  the  day  on  which 
the  meeting  closed  in  the  evening,  there  were  elev- 
en more  who  entered  the  flowing  stream  as  fol- 
lowers of  the  "  Lamb  of  God,"  in  the  presence  of 
about  one  thousand  persons.  The  majority  of 
these  seventeen  who  made  the  good  choice  are 
young,  or  under  middle  age,  excepting  one  who  is 
»n  his  eighty-third  year.  He  entered  upon  the 
work  with  zeal,  being  the  first  of  the  eleven  to 
eMer  the  stream.  It  had  been  the  intention  to 
take  him  to  the  house,  near  by,  immediately  on 
c°ming  out  of  the  water,  but  he  preferred  remain' 


It  was  our  pleasant  privilege  to  be  present  with 
the  brethren  of  the  Mendon  church,  Ohio,  during 
their  love  feast  which  was  held  Oct.  22.  This  I 
church  is  presided  over  by  Eld.  John  Shellabarger, 
who  is  assisted  in  the  ministry  by  brethren  Ro- 
decker,  Miller  and  Deetrick.  Their  membership 
is  said  to  number  about  seventy-five,  but  is  much 
scattered.  There  were  only  thirty-three  commun- 
icants at  the  feast,  about  sixteen  of  whom  were 
ministers  and  their  wives.  Bro.  Henry  Baker,  of 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  who  had  been  holding  a  few 
meetings  with  them  prior  to  the  feast,  officiated. 

Oct.  24  we  attended  the  love  feast  held  by  the 
brethren  of  the  Roann  church,  Wabash  Co.,  Ind. 
At  this  meeting  about  twenty  ministers,  mostly 
from  the  adjoining  churches  of  the  Middle  District 
of  Indiana,  and  a  large  congregation  of  members, 
and  others,  met,  and  a  most  enjoyable  feast  was 
had.  Bro.  John  Wright,  of  North  Manchester, 
officiated. 

The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest  to  the 
writer.  The  Roann  church  was  the  home  of  my 
childhood.  There  I  received  my  first  spiritual 
lessons.  There,  twenty-three  years  ago,  I  looked 
into  the  face  of  my  dear  mother  for  the  last  time 
in  this  world.  There,  twenty  years  ar;o,  I  was  born 
again  of  the  water  and  of  the  Spirit.  Fourteen  years 
had  come  and  gone  since  I  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  bein"  with  them  on  a  love  feast  occasion.  Dur- 
ing these  years  the  Lord  has  given  me  many  bright, 
joyous  days,  and  some  very  dark  nights.  Yet  his 
mercy  endureth  forever  and  outmeasures  our  de- 
servings  a  thousandfold.  James  M.  Neff. 
Oct.  31.                            . 


Gospel  in  that  way,  and  that  it  was  certainly 
correct.  Our  churchhouse  was  densely  packed 
with  eager  listeners.  Many  good  impressions  were 
made.  Ninety-three  members  communed.  Minis- 
terial help  was  ample  for  the  occasion.  Brethren  D. 
D.  Wine,  Wm.  Boggs,  J.  Katherman,  Jos.  Grove, 
Geo.  Mohler,  J.  Hoover,  and  James  M.  Neff  were 
with  us.  One  was  restored  to  fellowship  and  four 
were  baptized. 

At  the  close  of  our  feast  we  proposed  to  close 
our  series  of  meetings,  but  were  urged  not  to  close 
yet.  Four  more  promised  to  unite  with  us,  and 
we,  therefore,  concluded  to  continue  our  meetings, 
commencing  the  evening  of  Nov.  4,  after  one 
night's  rest.  We  cannot  now  say  when  they  will 
close.  The  rite  of  baptism,  as  we  practice  it, 
made  quite  an  impression  among  the  people.  They 
pronounced  it  as  being  Scriptural,  however. 

H,  C.  LONGANECKER. 

Nov.  ?. 


From  Centralla,  Wash. 


Bro  Levi  Trostle,  of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  ar- 
rived at  Centralia,  Oct.  22.  He  held  five  meetings 
at  different  points.  His  text  on  Sunday  afternoon 
was  "The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect."  His  sub- 
ject in  the  evening  was  "  Prayer."  His  talk  was  so 
full  of  zeal,  earnestness  and  the  love  of  the  Divine 
Creator,  that  we  did  wish  all  the  people  in  Cen- 
tralia could  have  heard  his  discourse.  We  felt 
sure  if  Bro.  Trostle  could  have  remained  with  us 
longer,  in  this  new  field  of  labor,  a  great  deal  of 
good  would  have  been  the  result. 

Many  Brethren  in  the  East  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Bro.  Allen  Ives  and  wife,  of  Burr  Oak,  Kans., 
are  permanently  located  in  Centralia,  Wash.  Sis- 
ter Ives  who  was  severely  afflicted  with  cancer  of 
the  breast,  is  well  again,  which  we  are  glad  to  note. 
They  come  as  missionaries  to  this  new  field,  inde- 
pendent of  any  help  from  our  Mission  Board. 
They  are  self-sacrificing,  full  of  good  works  for  the 
Messed  cause  of  the  Master.  How  many  young  min- 
isters are  there  in  our  beloved  Brotherhood  who 
will  go  out  into  new  fields  everywhere-independ- 
ent and  self-supporting,-and  make  sacrifices  for 
the  work  of  the  Master?       Alice  S.  Christlieb. 


From  the  Logan  Church,  Ohio. 

Our  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  31,  and  was  well 
attended.     Brethren  L.  H.  Dickey,  Samuel  Driver, 

Neher,  James  M.   Neff,  and  G.  A.  Snider 

were  the  visiting  ministers  present.  Bro.  James 
M.  Neff  officiated.  It  was,  indeed,  a  pleasant 
meeting. 

Brethren  Neff  and  Neher,  and  sisters  Onkst  and 
Addie  Kaylor,  gave  very  interesting  and  profitable 
talks  to  the  children  present  on  Sunday  morning. 
Sister  Addie  Kaylor,  formerly  of  this  place,  has 
been  placed  in  charge  of  the  mission  work  in  the 
City  of  Fostoria,  where  the  Mission  Board  of 
Northwestern  Ohio  has  opened  a  mission  school. 
She  enjoys  the  work  and  we  hope  to  see  a  strong 
church  in  that  city.  It  has  been  successfully  dem- 
onstrated that  the  Brethren  can  and  do  make  city 
work  a  success  for  the  Lord. 

Monday  evening,  Nov.  2,  we  attended  the  love 
feast  in  the  City  of  Sidney.  It  was  the  first  Com- 
munion ever  held  in  the  city.  A  large  crowd  of 
visitors  were  present  from  surrounding  churches. 
About  eighty  members  communed.  Bro.  Wm, 
Boggs,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  officiated.  Bro.  D.  D. 
Wine  has  been  conducting  a  revival  effort  at  this 
place,  resulting  in  several  accessions.  Four  made 
.pplication  after  the  feast  and  the  meetings  were 
continued.  This  is  a  mission  point  in  the  South- 
ern District  of  Ohio  and  is  in  charge  of  Bro.  Henry 
Longanecker. 

Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum  is  expected  to  commence  a 
:ries  of  meetings   in  the   Logan  church  on  the 
evening  of  Dec.  5.  John  R,  Snyder. 

Bellifonlaine,  Ohio,  Nov.  4. 


From  the  Sidney  Church,  Ohio. 

According  to  a  former  notice,  Bro.  D.  D.  Wine, 
of  Covington,  Ohio,  came  to  our  assistance  in  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  Oct.  17 ■  Meetings  were  con- 
tinued each  evening.  Some  visiting  was  done  in 
day  time.  The  interest  was  good  from  the  begin- 
ning, with  growing  congregations. 

Yesterday,  Nov.  2,  at  2  P.  M.,  was  the  time  ap- 
nointed  for  our  love  feast.  It  was  the  first  meeting 
of  the  kind  held  here,  and  a  complete  success. 
Many   acknowledged   that   they  never   heard    the 


From  Eglon,  W.  V». 

By  the  direction  of  the  District  Meeting  of  the 
First  District  of  West  Virginia,  the  writer  and  Bro. 
John  Parish  went  to  the  Dry  Fork  congregation  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  24,  to  assist  in  holding  a  love  feast 
and  also  assist  them  in  selecting  an  overseer.  They 
had  a  pleasant  feast.  On  Monday  the  few  members 
met  in  council,  to  select  an  elder.  The  vote  was 
taken  and  resulted  in  favor  of  the  writer.  Bro. 
Parish  then  left  for  home.  The  writer  remained 
until  Nov.  2,  preaching  ten  sermons.  As  an  imme- 
diate result  eleven  were  baptized.  We  have  two 
more  applicants  and  many  more  are  near  the  king-^ 
1.  The  members  are  much  revived.  Among  \ 
number  baptized  was  a  young  woman  that  has 
been  confined  to  her  bed  for  eight  years,  and  is 
not  able  to  sit  up.  She  was  placed  on  a  bench  and 
carried  into  the  water.  She  now  feels  happy.  This 
little  band  of  members  has  been  much  neglected. 
We  hope  to  see  brighter  days  for  them  in  the 
future  The  harvest  truly  is  great,  but  the  laborers 
are  few.  J0NAS  FlKE' 

Nov.  4.  ,   

Notes  by  the  Way. 

The  series  of  meetingTat  the  Jordan  house    in 

the  Pleasant  Valley  congregation,  Ohio,  closed  Oct. 

10  with  the  best  of  interest:     One,  who  had  been 

a  member  of  the  Disciple  church  for  thirty  years, 
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united  with    us.     May    God    bless    him!    Others 
seemed  near,  but  are  waiting. 

Oct.  20  we  were  with  this  church  at  their  love 
feast.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  I  spent 
eighteen  days  with  this  church,  in  all. 

The  love  feast  in  the  Donnel's  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  Oct.  24,  was  a  pleasant  one  though  not  so 
large  as  we  sometimes  have,  as  there  were  six 
feasts  in  Southern  Ohio  on  that  date.  Brethren  S. 
Eby,  D.  Hollinger  and  H.  Gump  were  the  visit- 
ing ministers.  Bro.  Hollinger  officiated.  Oct.  29 
we  had  a  feast  at  the  east  end  of  the  congrega- 
tion, near  London,  Ohio.  We  had  pleasant  meet- 
ings, though  there  were  only  twenty-eight  com- 
municants. We  had  good  order  and  attendance 
on  the  part  of  those  not  members.  The  visiting 
ministers  were  brethren  Jonas  Horning  and  Aaron 
Coy.  Bro.  Horning  officiated.  Bro.  Coy  remained 
over  Sunday.  Some  seemed  very  near  the  church, 
when  we  lett  them,  after  the  feast.  May  they 
make  the  good  choice!  We  also  attended  two 
other  feasts  and  visited  at  a  mission  point  since 
our  last  report. 

Our  son  Edward  has  recovered  from  his  long 
attack  of  sickness,  but  will  not  be  able  to  teach 
for  some  time.  He  will  likely  come  home  a  short 
time,  as  soon  as  he  is  able  to  travel. 

Henry  Frantz. 

Forgy,  Ohio,  Nov.  ?. 


Notes  *  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

a  thirsty  aoul.  90  la  good  news  Itom  a  far  country." 

Rockton,  Pa.— We  closed  our  series  of  meetings, 
conducted  by  Bro.  D.  M.  Brubaker,  of  Ohio,  feel- 
ing that  the  blessings  of  God  were  with  us.  There 
were  three  added  by  baptism.—/.  A.  Brilhart,  Nov. 
7- 

Salem,  Ore.— Eld.  Levi  Trostle  was  with  the 
Salem  church  from  Oct.  26  to  Nov.  2,  and  gave  us 
some  soul-inspiring  sermons.  Nov.  2  one  sister, 
wlio  sought  for  the  true  way  for  five  years,  put  on 
Christ  in  baptism.—/.  B.  Lehman,  Nov.  4. 

Coquille  Valley  Church,  Oregon.— We  are  glad 
to  report  three  more  accessions  by  baptism  at  this 
place.  To-day  (Nov  1)  certificates  of  member- 
ship were  granted  to  brother  and  sister  J.  U.  G. 
Stiverson  and  their  daughter,  Alice.  They  intend 
locating  at  Oysterville,  Washington. — Sarah  A.  Van 
Dyke. 

Spicer,  Oregon.— Bro.  Levi  Trostle  came  to  us 
Nov.  2,  and  held  a  few  meetings.  On  account  of 
rain,  dark  nights  and  election  times,  the  congre- 
gations were  small.  He  came  to  us  as  a  stranger, 
but  left  as  one  who  shall  long  be  remembered. 
He  said  his  health  is  still  improving.  He  left  for 
other  fields  Nov.  7.— A.  H.  Baltimore,  Nov.  0. 

Batavia,  Iowa. — Last  night  closed  my  labors  in 
Iowa,  with  good  attendance  and  interest.  I  had 
meetings  in  Polk,  Appanoose  and  Jefferson  Coun- 
ties, enjoyed  all  of  them  well  and  had  good  meet- 
ings. Some  were  deeply  impressed,  one  baptized, 
and  others  said  they  would  come  soon.  To-mor- 
row I  leave  for  my  home  in  Indiana.  Address  me 
at  Anderson,  Ind.,  until  further  notice.— Joseph 
Holder,  Nov.  p. 

Syracuse,  Ind. — At  our  recent  Communion,  at 
the  large  house,  many  could  not  commune  on  ac- 
count of  room.  Bro.  Hiram  Krieghbaum,  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  officiated.  Bro.  George  Zollers,  also 
of  South  Bend,  is  holding  a  series  of  meetings  at 
the  large  house.  Sister  Lula  Cross,  of  LaPorte, 
Ind.,  is  interpreting  in  the  sign  language.  Seven 
have  come  into  the  church  by  baptism  thus  far. — 
L.  A.  Neff,  Nov.  9. 

Downsville,  Md.— We  just  closed  a  short  series 
of  meetings,  held  at  the  Potomac  meetinghouse. 
Bro.  W.  S.  Long,  of  Shirleysburg,  conducted  the 
meetings.  He  preached,  in  all,  nine  sermons,  and 
while  we  cannot  report  any  accessions,  we  feel 
there  was  seed  sown  that,  ere  long,  will  bring  forth 
fruit.  We  were  all  spiritually  built  up  by  the 
sound  preaching  and  feel  to  press  on  in  the  good 
work. — McClellan  Long,  Nov.  9. 


Beckley,  W.  Va— Oct.  27  Bro.  A.  Frantz,  came 
to  our  church  and  preached  some  soul-stirring  ser- 
mons. Oct.  31  we  had  an  excellent  lovefeast. 
There  were  three  additions  by  baptism,  and  others 
seemed  impressed.  This  makes  four  additions 
since  our  last  report.— Matthew  P.  Snuffer,  Nov.  7. 

LaPlace,  111  —The  Okaw  church  met  in  special 
council  Nov.  7.  Brethren  Menno  Stouffer  and  M. 
J.  McClure  were  with  us.  Bro.  John  Arnold  was 
ordained  to  the  eldership.  One  was  received  by 
letter.  The  poor  were  liberally  remembered.  Bro. 
Stouffer  remained  with  us  over  Sunday  and  gave 
us  three  soul-cheering  sermons. — E.  F.  Wolfe,  Nov. 
>3- 

Silver  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— Our  Communion 
took  place  Oct.  10.  Bro.  Jeremiah  Gump,  of  In- 
diana, officiated.  The  next  morning  most  of  the 
Sunday  school  time  was  occupied  by  addresses 
to  the  children.  After  Sunday  school  we  listened 
to  a  very  instructive  sermon  by  Jeremiah  Gump. 
Sunday  evening  a  few  of  the  members  met  at  sis- 
ter Duston's  and  held  a  Communion  service  with 
her.— A.  A.  Throne,  Pioneer,  Ohio. 

Salem  Church,  Ohio.— A  few  of  the  members  of 
the  Salem  church  met  Oct.  20,  at  the  home  of 
brother  and  sister  Philemon  Pierson  to  hold  a  love 
feast.  Sister  Pierson,  who  is  quite  ill,  seemed  to 
greatly  enjoy  the  meeting.  Twenty-two  surround- 
ed the  Lord's  tables.  Eld.  Jesse  Kinsey  and 
brethren  B.  F.  Honeyman  and  J.  H.  Brumbaugh 
were  the  ministers  present.  Bro.  Honeyman  offici- 
ated.—  Win.  Minnich,  Center,  Ohio,  Nov.  8. 

Ladoga,  Ind. — Nov.  5  was  the  appointed  day  for 
the  Bethel  church  love  feast.  Not  as  large  a  num- 
ber communed  as  usual,  owing  to  very  unfavorable 
weather.  The  order  was  excellent,  however,  and 
the  services  very  impressive.  Visiting  ministers 
present  were  brethren  Smeltzer  and  Secrist.  Bro. 
Smeltzer  officiated.  Bro.  Mohler  arrived  Nov.  6, 
and  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Mt. 
Pleasant  church. — Lula  Harshbarger,  Nov.  7. 

Hickory  Grove,  Ohio. — The  Ministerial  Meeting 
of  Southern  Ohio  was  held  at  our  churchhouse. 
It  proved  a  very  interesting,  and,  we  trust,  profit- 
able meeting.  All  seemed  to  enjoy  the  meeting. 
We  expect  to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  Nov. 
7,  with  Bro.  Henry  Frantz  in  the  stand,  at  the 
Charleston  house.  We  expect  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer 
to  be  with  us  at  the  Grove  house  Dec.  23,  and  to 
continue  over  the  Holidays.  —  Jacob  Cippock,  Tip- 
pecanoe City,  Ohio,  Nov.  4. 

South  Waterloo  Church,  Iowa— At  our  feast 
quite  a  number  of  members  from  adjoining  church- 
es were  present.  Ministers  present  were  brethren 
Strickler,  Jones,  Albright,  Tobias  Fike,  E.  B.  Hoff, 
and  John  Ridenour.  Brethren  Fike  and  Hoff  re- 
mained with  us  during  the  following  week.  One 
dear  brother  was  baptized  last  Sunday.  We  be- 
lieve there  are  others  that  know  they  ought  to 
come,  but  are  waiting  for  some  more  convenient 
season.—/.  H.  Fike,  Calvin,  Iowa,  Nov.  6. 

Kearney,  Nebr.— The  Wood  River  church  met 
in  council  Oct.  31.  Not  much  business  came  be- 
fore the  meeting.  Eld.  S.  M.  Forney  gave  us  a 
short  talk  on  the  business  transacted  at  our  last 
District  Meeting.  We  realized  that  more  members 
should  attend  our  councils  and  add  to  its  interest. 
Let  us  feel  that  the  congregation  in  which  we  live 
needs  our  efforts,  and  we  need  God's  help.  There 
are  souls  everywhere  who  are  perishing.  Can  we, 
will  we,  help  to  rescue  them?— E.  M.  Snavely,  Nov. 
8. 

La  Motte  Church,  111.— We  met  in  council,  pre- 
paratory to  our  Communion,  Oct.  22.  The  busi- 
ness was  pleasantly  disposed  of.  Our  Communion, 
held  Oct.  24,  was  indeed  a  feast  to  the  soul.  A 
number  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  from  the  Alli- 
son church  were  present.  Bro.  Bucklew  officiated. 
Our  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Bucklew, 
closed  Oct.  29.  He  labored  earnestly  while  with 
us.  Two  sisters  renounced  sin  and  were  buried 
with  Christ  in  baptism.— ^Gertie  Stoner,  Hutsonville, 
III.,  Nov.  6. 


Mercer  Church,  W.  Va.— Our  elder  came  to  ou 
place  Sept.  25  and  preached  for  us  that  night 
Bro.  Sam  Riner,  of  Fayette  County,  came  to  our 
Communion  Sept.  26,  and  remained  with  us  until 
Oct.  1,  preaching,  in  all,  five  sermons.  He  did 
some  excellent  preaching.  We  invite  more  of  our 
brethren  to  hold  series  of  meetings  for  us.— C  J 
Kahle. 

New  Philadelphia,  Ohio.— Our  love  feast  at  the 
Mt.  Zion  church,  Oct.  17,  was  a  pleasant  occasion 
and  seemingly  much  enjoyed  by  all  present.  Min- 
isters from  a  distance  were  Samuel  Sprankle  and 
John  Kahler.  Bro.  Sprankle  officiated.  Bro.  Kah- 
ler  preached  an  interesting  sermon  on  Sunday  to 
an  attentive  congregation  from  John  9:  4.  —  p% 
Whitehair. 

Black  Swamp  Church,  Ohio.— Our  Communion 
was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct,  24.  There  were 
a  few  members  from  adjoining  congregations  with 
us.  Ministers  present  were  Eld.  S.  M.  Loose  and 
Bro.  Simon  Garber.  Bro.  Loose  officiated.  We 
had  children's  meeting  on  Sunday  morning,  after 
which  Bro.  Loose  delivered  an  able  sermon  to  an 
attentive  audience.  The  house  was  well  filled 
throughout  the  meetings. — Catharine  Garner,  Nov. 
3- 

Mallard,  Iowa.— Bro.  B.  F.  Miller,  of  Dallas 
Center,  Iowa,  came  here  Oct.  23,  and  preached  six 
sermons.  On  Sunday  morning  and  Sunday  evening 
the  house  was  filled  with  a  very  attentive  audience. 
Bro.  Miller  preached  some  very  good  and  inter- 
esting sermons.  One  precious  soul  confessed 
Christ  and  we  believe  there  are  others  who  are  al- 
most persuaded.  We  would  like  to  have  preach- 
ing here  at  least  once  a  month  and  think  there 
could  be  much  good  accomplished. — Mrs.  Katie 
Bohn  Treat,  Nov.  2. 

Turkey  Creek  Church,  Mo. — We  met  in  quar- 
terly council  Oct.  3.  Oct.  17  we  held  our  Com- 
munion. Ministering  brethren  from  abros 
Israel  Cripe,  J.  B.  Ihrig  and  B.  E.  Br 
On  Sunday  morning  we  met  at  nine  o'cl 
song  service,  conducted  by  Bro.  M.  T.  Bae 
er  the  regular  session  of  Sunday  school  Br> 
Cripe  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  the 
tance  of  Sunday  schools.  Bro.  Cripe  delive 
very  interesting  sermons, — one  at  11  A. 
one  at  7:  30  P.  M.— A.  A.  Kintner. 

Cedar  Creek  Church,  Kans—  We  held  our  love 
feast  Oct.  21."  The  attendance  and  interest  during 
our  meetings  were  good.  There  were  about  one 
hundred  communicants.  Bro.  Wine,  from  Mis- 
souri, was  with  us,  and  gave  us  some  excellent 
sermons  prior  to  our  love  feast.  Several  ministers 
were  with  us  from  other  churches,  one  of  them  be- 
ing Bro.  W.  R.  Miller,  of  Chicago,  who  gave  a  very 
interesting  talk  to  the  children.  One  was  baptized 
during  the  meetings,  making  a  total  of  eight  se- 
cessions since  our  District  Meeting. — Wm.  C.  Wat- 
kins. 

Midland  Church,  Va.— We  closed  our  labors  in 
the  Midland  church,  Fauquier  County,  Va.,  Nov.  I, 
with  good  interest.  We  had  four  additions  by  con- 
fession and  baptism  and  one  was  restored.  We  are 
now  laboring  in  the  Nokesville  church,  twelve 
miles  north  of  Midland,  with  good  congregations 
and  fair  interest.  This  is  a  comparatively  new 
field  for  our  people.  Only  about  fifteen  years  ago 
did  our  people  begin  to  locate  here,  and  now  there 
are  three  organized  churches  here  with  an  aggre- 
gate membership  of  about  two  hundred.— H.  C. 
Early,  Nov.  8. 

Upper  Dublin  Church,  Pa— An  interesting  series 
of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  W.  M.  Howe,  ot 
Sergeantsville,    N.  J.,    closed    Oct.    29.       Thirteen 
practical  sermons 'were  delivered  with  telling 
feet.      One  precious  soul  confessed  Christ  and  w 
baptized,  by  the  light  of  lanterns,  on  the  night  0 
the  love  feast.    This  service  was  largely  attended. 
Seven   churches    were    represented    at    the    Co 
munion.    Eld.  S.    R.   Zug   officiated.     Bro.   Howe 
left  us  Oct.  30  with   new  earnestness  and  zeal,  J> 
resume  his  work  in  the  churches  of  New  Jersey. 
B.  F.  Kittinger. 
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County   L'ne    Church,    Ohio.  —  The    meetings 
closed  with  one  addition  by  baptism  and  one 
licant.     The  church  is  presided  over  by   Eld. 
c      uel  Driver.    The  ministers  in  charge  are  Bro. 
Jim    Guthrie  and  son.     Our  association  with  the 
ints  was  much   enjoyed.     I   am   at   present   en- 
tered in  a  series  of  meetings  at  Mangansville,  Md. 
Jsuas  Hoover,  Bilk,  Pa.,  Nov.  g. 

North  Manchester  Church,  Ind;— Eld.  L.  T. 
Holsinger,  of  this  city,  just  closed  an  interesting 
•es  of  meetings  in  the  town  church;  of  three 
peeks'  duration.  The  Word  was  expounded  with 
might  and  power.  The  arguments  were  logical, 
plain  and  convincing.  We  feel  that  these  meetings 
were  productive  of  much  good.  Five  were  re- 
ceived into  fellowship  by  confession  and  baptism. 
Bro.  David  Holsinger  will  begin  meetings  at  the 
church,  two  miles  west  of  this  place,  in  the  near 
future  '  May  God  bless  the  labors  of  these  faithful 
brethren!—D.  C.  Cripe,  Nov.  o. 

Among  the  Churches— Since  my  last  report  I 
spent  about  two  weeks  with  the  Father's  children 
in  the  Spring  Run  church,  Fulton  Co.,  111.  This 
church  has  had  its  share  of  dark  clouds  for  the 
past  few  years,  but  we  hope  a  brighter  day  is  dawn- 
ing. Nov.  5  the  Kaskaskia  church  met  in  regular 
council.  The  attendance  was  rather  small,  but  the 
good  spirit  seemed  to  prevail.  Letters  were 
granted  to  two  members,  who  had  moved  to  South- 
eastern Missouri,  and  the  privilege  was  granted 
the  church  there  to  receive  a  brother  back  to  the 
fold  again.— Granville  Nevinger,  Beecher  City,  III 

Waldron,  Mo.— Bro.  P.  E.  Whitmer  commenced 
meetings  here  Oct.  12,  and  continued  for  two 
weeks.  The  congregations  increased  until  we  had 
a  full  house.  There  were  no  accessions  to  the 
church,  but  a  good  interest  was  manifested.  Bro. 
Whitmer  ably  defended  the  doctrine  of  the  Breth- 
ren. Many  that  heard  him  now  think  that  it  is 
better  to  have  obedience  than  opinion.  We  have 
only  five  members  at  this  point,  but  think  if  we 
tail  regular  preaching  a  good  congregation  could 
be  built  up.  Two  good  churchhouses  near  us,  un- 
occupied at  present,  can  be  had  any  time. — J>.  B. 
Stuckey. 

Hartford  City,  Ind. — We  are  glad  to  know  that 
in  the  midst  of  a  great  political  campaign,  God's 
children  in  the  Hartford  City  church  have  not 
neglected  their  great  campaign  for  the  Lord.  As 
a  result  there  have  been  five  dear  souls  born  anew 
and  restored  into  the  fold  by  baptism.  Five  who 
had  left  the  fold  came  home  again  to  the  Father's 
house.  Our  love  feast  occurred  Oct.  23,  and  was 
a  feast  to  the  soul.  Bro.  Tobias  Kreider,  of  Paint- 
er's Creek,  Ohio,  was  with  us  and  gave  us  some 
instructions  which  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 
May  God  bless  his  cause  everywhere,  is  my  prayer! 
-L.  Winklebleck. 


Bridgewater,  Va.— We  expect  to  move  to  Cal- 
verton,  Fauquier  Co.,  Va.,  the  latter  part  of  this 
month,  and  will  be  fifty-six  miles  southwest  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  Southern  railroad. 
Brethren  passing  that  way  will  be  welcomed  to 
stop  with  us.  This  is  rather  a  new  field  for  our 
Brethren  but  affords  a  good  opening  for  mission 
work.  We  shall  aim  to  have  the  Messenger  go 
into  every  family  in  our  new  congregation,  as  well 
as  some  who  are  not  members.  We  think  the 
Messenger  is  a  good  forerunner  in  mission  work. 
Our  correspondents  will  please  note  the  change  in 
our  address. — 5.  F.  Sanger. 

South  Keokuk  Church,  Iowa.— Bro.  Myers,  of 
Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings 
here  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  20,  continuing  untd 
N°v.  15.  The  meetings  were  well  attended  and 
the  interest  seemed  to  increase,  with  the  best  of 
attention,  throughout  the  meetings.  Six  precious 
souls  were  received  by  baptism.  To  see  such 
noble  young  men  and  women  come  out  on  the 
Lord's  side,  to  labor  in  his  vineyard,  is  very  en- 
couraging to  the  church.  Even  the  angels  in 
heaven  rejoice.  We  will  commence  our  Bible 
fading  on  Thursday  evening,  to  continue  during 
the  winter—  Mary  Heilman,  Ollie,  Iowa,  Nov.  17- 


Oakwood,  Ohio.— Our  love  feast,  of  Oct.  24,  at 
the  Auglaize  Chapel,  Dupont,  Ohio,  was  a  feast  to 
the  soul.  Good  roads  and  good  weather  combined 
to  make  it  all  the  more  enjoyable.  Ministering 
brethren  from  adjoining  churches  were  Jacob  Driv- 
er,  Jacob   Heistand    and    Williams.      Bro. 

Driver  officiated.  On  the  Sunday  following  the 
feast,  Bro:  Driver  gave  us  a  good  sermon.  He  was 
ably  seconded  by  Bro.  Heistand.  There  were 
many  good  impressions  made  on  those  outside  of 
the  church. — Harry  Fuller,  Nov.  11. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans.  —  The  Slate  Creek 
church  held  her  feast  Oct.  24.  There  were  many 
visiting  members  present,  among  whom  were  three 
ministers,  brethren  S.  M.  Brown  and  T.  B.  Young, 
of  Wichita,  and  Bro.  John  Thomas,  of  Peabody, 
Kans.  These  brethren  are  young  in  the  ministry, 
but  did  excellent  service.  Eld.  Wise  officiated. 
About  one  hundred  members  communed.  The 
house  was  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity.  All  in  all 
we  had  an  excellent  meeting.  One  soul  became 
willing  to  cast  her  lot  with  the  people  of  God,  and 
was  baptized  on  Sunday.  Bro.  Thomas  also 
preached  for  us  on  Sunday  evening.—/.  B.  Thomp- 
son, Oct.  28. 

Landess,  Ind. — To  the  brethren  living  in  Arkan- 
sas, Tennessee  or  Missouri  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
met  with  the  few  members  living  near  Delaplaine, 
Greene  Co.,  Ark.,  Sept.  16.  Only  five  members 
are  living  here.  Two,  who  had  wandered  away, 
made  application  for  membership.  We  held  six- 
teen meetings  including  one  Communion.  Four 
brethren  and  two  sisters  communed.  The  people 
were  favorably  impressed.  I  am  nearly  five  hun- 
dred miles  from  those  members.  I  do  not  want 
to  see  the  good  work,  started  at  this  place,  neglect- 
ed. Brethren,  please  look  after  these  members 
at  once.  From  present  indications,  much  good 
might  be  done  there. — Aaron  Moss,  Nov.  II. 

Sand  Brook  Church,  N.  J.— We  have  just  closed 
a  very  interesting  series  of  meetings  at  Sergeant's 
schoolhouse,  near  the  village  of  Sergeantsville, 
conducted  by  the  home  brethren,  Eld.  C.  W. 
Moore  and  Bro.  W.  M.  Howe.  The  attention  and 
attendance  were  very  good.  Seven  united  with 
the  church  by  baptism  and  one  brother  was  re- 
claimed. The  baptism  took  place  last  Sunday 
afternoon.  A  large  number  were  present  to  wit- 
ness the  scene.  Some  were  quite  young  in  years. 
The  Lord  willing  we  expect  to  hold  our  love  feast 
at  the  Bethel  church  Nov.  14.  Eld.  J.  H.  Longen- 
ecker,  from  Palmyra,  Pa„  is  expected  to  be  with 
us  at  that  time.— Jennie  F.  Green,  Sergeantsville,  N. 
J.,  Nov.  12. 

Denver  Mission,  Colo.— We  met  in  council  Oct. 
17,  and  organized  the  Denver  Mission  into  a 
church.  The  name  of  the  church  is  "  Mountain 
View  Church  of  Denver."  We  also  held  choice 
for  a  deacon.  The  lot  fell  on  Bro.  G.  W.  Long. 
We  also  decided  to  have  our  love  feast  Oct.  31. 
We  had  a  very  pleasant  meeting.  Only  twenty- 
four  members  were  at  the  tables.  Bro.  Snowberger, 
of  Longmont,  Colo.,  was  with  us.  Bro.  Henry 
Larrick  and  family  are  here  in  Denver.  We  are 
very  glad,  for  we  needed  a  minister  very  much. 
Our  Sunday  school  is  improving.  What  we  need 
most  is  a  churchhouse.  Bro.  J.  S.  Flory,  of  Lords- 
burg,  Cal.,  was  with  us  a  few  Sundays  this  fall  — 
Grace  A.  White,  Nov.  4. 

Independence  Church,  Kans.— We  met  in  quar- 
terly council  Oct.  10.  All  business  which  came 
before  the  meeting  was  disposed  of  with  the  best 
of  feeling.  Our  love  feast  occurred  Oct.  24.  It 
was  a  most  enjoyable  occasion.  Ministers  from 
adjoining  churches  were  brethren  Stephen  Thomp- 
son and  Chas.  M.  Yearout.  The  church  decided 
to  hold  an  election  for  help  in  the  deacon's  office. 
The  choice  fell  on  Bro.  H.  Jewett  and  the  writer. 
Bro  Yearout  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  on 
Sunday  evening  and  continued  until  the  even- 
ing of  Nov  1.  Three  dear  souls  came  out  on 
the  Lord's  side  and  were  baptized.  One  was  also 
reclaimed.  We  feel  encouraged  to  press  on  in 
the  Lord's  work.— Jacoh  Belts,  Independence,  Kans., 
Nov.  J, 


Burlington,  W.  Va.— In  response  to  a  call  1  went 
to  Cedar  Grove,  an  isolated  point  in  the  Tearcoat 
congregation,  and  remained  till  the  29th.  The 
meetings  were  held  in  a  schoolhouse.  At  first  the 
attendance  was  small  but  it  increased  with  the 
progress  of  the  meeting,  and  at  the  close  two  were 
baptized,  while  others  seemed  near  the  church  and 
made  good  promises  for  the  future.  Several  creeds 
are  represented  among  those  people,  and  it  will 
take  straight  Gospel  preaching  to  win  them  nearer 
the  blessed  Jesus. — G.  S.  Arnold,  Nov.  $. 

Sidney  Mission,  Ohio. — Our  first  series  of  meet- 
ings at  this  point  commenced  Oct.  17,  and  con- 
tinued with  a  good  interest.  Nov.  2  we  had  our 
first  love  feast,  which  was  largely  attended.  Min- 
isterial help  was  ample  for  the  occasion.  Ninety- 
three  members  communed.  We  closed  our  meet- 
ing last  night,  Nov.  12.  One  was  reclaimed,  fifteen 
baptized,  and  one  applicant  is  awaiting  baptism. 
Others  are  near  the  kingdom.  On  the  whole,  these 
meetings  have  been  a  success.  Bro.  D.  D.  Wine 
did  us  a  good  work. — H.  C.  Longanecker,  Nov.  ij. 

Manor  Church,  Pa.— Oct.  13,  Bro.  Jasper  Barnt- 
house,  of  Markleysburg,  began  to  preach  in  the 
Manor  house  and  continued  each  evening  until 
the  23rd,  the  time  for  love  feast.  The  weather  was 
so  wet,  and  roads  so  muddy,  that  the  attendance 
was  not  so  large  as  desired,  but  the  interest  was 
excellent,  and  to  those  that  were  able  to  be  at  love 
feast,  it  was  truly  a  feast  to  the  soul.  Bro.  Jasper 
Barnthouse  officiated.  One  soul  was  baptized. 
Oct.   24   Bro.    Barnthouse   preached    in    Diamond- 
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These  meetings  all  closed  too  soon.— Lizzie  Fyock. 

Campbellsville,  Ky.— Our  feast  took  place  on  the 
night  of  Oct.  17,  in  the  Hodgensville  branch  of  the 
Campbellsville  church.  It  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Bro.  Brinder,  where  thirteen  members  com- 
muned. To  all  present  it  seemed  to  be  a  very 
solemn  service.  A  young  lady  remarked  that  it 
was  one  of  the  best  meetings  she  ever  attended. 
Though  an  outsider,  she  is  very  near  the  kingdom. 
We  also  baptized  one  just  previous  to  this  meeting. 
Prospects  seem  favorable  for  more  to  take  the 
same  step.  Our  series  of  meetings  and  feast,  in 
the  Campbellsville  church,  are  now  in  the  past. 
Bro.  Wm.  R.  Harshbarger,  of  Ladoga,  Ind.,  was 
with  us  and  preached  for  one  week.  There  were 
no  accessions,  but  prospects  are  good  for  some  to 
unite  with  us  soon.  Our  feast  was  a  good  one. 
Here,  also,  thirteen  members  surrounded  the  Lord's 
table.  The  feast  was  held  in  the  writer's  house. 
Not  having  a  churchhouss  of  our  own  puts  us  to 
considerable  inconvenience.  Our  regular  meet- 
ings are  held  in  schoolhouses  and  are  well  attended. 
— A.  S.  Kulp,  Nov.  4. 

Baltimore,  Md.— Oct.  31,  in  company  with  a 
number  of  members,  we  attended  the  love  feast  at 
Woodbury,  in  the  city  limits  of  Baltimore.  They 
have  a  membership  of  about  eighty  souls.  Quite 
a  number  of  them  live  in  the  city  proper.  Brethren 
S.  Stoner,  Wm.  Franklin,  J.  Y.  King,  A.  Hollinger 
and  D.  S.  Wolfe  were  the  visiting  ministers.  Bro. 
Franklin  officiated.  On  Sunday  morning  all  took 
part  in  the  Sunday  school.  Quite  an  interest  was 
shown  in  the  work.  After  dinner  two  other  mis- 
sion points  were  looked  after,— one  in  South  Balti- 
more, at  Bro  Quinlan's,  and  the  other  in  Northwest 
Baltimore.  Here  they  have  an  interesting  Sunday 
school  for  a  new  point.  It  puts  to  shame  many 
of  our  older  churches,  to  see  and  hear  those  little 
ones  answer  questions.  They  will  need  a  larger 
room  to  worship  in  before  long.  They  have  Sun- 
day school  every  Sunday  at  3  P.  M„  prayer  meet- 
ing at  7  P.  M.;  Bible  class  every  Wednesday  even- 
ing, and  preaching  every  two  weeks  on  Sunday 
morning.  Bro.  S.  Stoner  preached  at  the  hall  for 
them  on  Sunday  night,  Nov.  1,  to  a  large  congre- 
gation,— Rachel  A.  Pfoutz. 
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5,000  people  had  gathered  in  the  Battery  be- 
fore Caste  Garden  by  six  o'clock,  although 
the  concert  did  not  begin  until  eight.  When 
the  doors  were  opened  the  crush  was  terrible, 
and  within  fifteen  minutes  every  available 
inch  of  room,  other  than  the  reserved  seats, 
was  occupied,  and  10,000  people  were  outside 
unable  to  get  in.  All  this  is  most  graphically 
described  in  the  November  Ladies'  Home 
Journal.  The  actual  scene  of  Jeuny  Lind 
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the  time. 
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MINISTERIAL  PROGRAMS. 

Western  Maryland. 

The  following  is  the  program  of  the  Min 
isterial  Meeting  of  tbe  Western  Marylanc 
District,  to  he  held  at  the  Broadfording  meet 

at  to  o'clock,  sharp: 

1.  "What  should  be  Discussed  at  our  Min- 
isterial Meetings,  and  by  Whom?  "—Elder  D, 
F.  Stouffer,  John  Otto. 

2.  "What  are  the  Du'.ies  of  the  Laity  in 
Connection  with  Ministerial  Meetings? "  — 
Caleb  Long,  Otho  Highberger. 

3.  "  What  Relation  ought  the  Ministers  and 
Deacons  Sustain  to  the  Elders  in  Church 
Work?"— Elders  David  Long,  Nicholas  Mar- 
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"Frank  Leslie's  Popular  Monthly,"  42-4. 
Bond  Street,  New  York,  for  October,  contain 
some  excellent  reading.  The  paper  on  "Gen 
Lee's  Last  Campaign  "  is  a  most  touching  doc 


ctor  Long. 

.  "  In  what  Way  may  the  Young  Members 
best  engaged  in  Church  Work?      What  is 
eir  Work?"— David    Ausherman,    D.    M. 
Zuck. 

"The  Duties  of  the  Ministry  in  Connec- 
witb  the  Sunday  school  Work,  and  how 
interest  both  Old  and  Young."— W.  S. 
bard,  Joseph  Neibert. 

7.  "  How   can   Ministers    best 
Hold  the  Attention  of  the  Hearers?"— Abram 
Rowland,  Jos.  Utz. 

8.  "  How  can  we  Make  tbe  Services  at  our 
Love  Feasts  most  Interesting  and  Edifying?" 
— S.  M.  Foltz,  John  A.  Myers. 

o.  "What  is  Necessary  on  the  Part  of  a 
Minister  to  have  the  Inspiration  of  the  Spirit 
while  Preaching?  "—John   Rowland,   D.  Win- 


ble 

ssed  with 

ight 

sons 

nd   t« 

0  daughlt 

On 

e  son  and 

ne  d 

tugbte 

r  prec 

eded  the 

the 

r  to  the  sp 

rit  w 

Jrld. 

Funer 

1  services 

the 

borne  resi 

lencc 

by  B 

ro.  Da 

niel  Garv 

of 

Farmersvi] 

e,  Ohio.      1 

iterme 

nt   at    W 

Chester,  Ind. 

Esta  Simmons 

erd. 

The  night 

giving    their 


nil 


JONES.— In  the  Covington  church,  Ohio, 
Oct.  31,  1896,  Chnstena  Jones,  aged  76  years, 
1  month  and  9  days.  She  was  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Jones,  who  had  passed  away  a  number 
of  years  ago.  Sister  Jones  was  tenderly  loved 
by  all  for  her  untiring  devotion  to  the  Lord  s 
cause,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Breth- 
ren church  over  fifty  years.  Funeral  services 
by  the  Brethren  from  the  words,  "Thou  Shalt 
ime  to  the  grave  .in  a  full  age,  like  a  shock 
corn  cometh  in  his  season." 

I.  J.  ROSENBERGER. 

WORKMAN— In  the  Loudonville  church, 
Ohio,  Oct.  21,  1806,  Sarah  Ann  Workman, 
64  years,  I  month  and  20  days.  The 
sed  was  the  second  wife  of  Eld.  Morgan 
Workman  who  preceded  her  to  the  spirit 
land  about  ten  years.  She  was  identified  with 
the  Brethren   church,   Loudonville    congrega- 


Ohk 


qua 


of  1 


noted  for  her  meekness, 
ss  and  loyalty  to* the 
e.  She  was  the  mother 
1— now   in   tbe   Chnstiar 


bun 


itury.  She 
llity,  faith- 
ch  of  ber 
ne  child  — 
istry.     She 


ument.     It  br 
scenes  of  the 


ngs 


linds   the   clo 


way  that  revives  old 
memories.  As  one  reads  he  thinks,  Ho 
cruel  must  war  bel  As  we  read  the  paper  o 
"The  Land  of  To-morrow,"  on  New  Mexic 
we  are  made  sensible  of  the  fact  that  we  hav 

some  of  those  found  in  Bible  Lands. 


before  us. 

es  all  the 
iple  notes, 
ying 


"The  Christian  Lesson  Commi 
1897,  by  W.  W.  Dowling,  is  no* 
It  is  a  well-bound  volume  of  ove 
dred  neatly-printed  pages  and  g 
lessons  for  the  entire  yeat,  with  a 
helps  and  comments.  We  are  saf 
that  it  will  be  found  one  of  the  very  best  lu_ 
son  Commentaries  published,  and  will  prove 
very  helpful  to  all  teachers  and  advanced 
Sunday  school  students.  It  is  a  work  that 
might  be  studied  to  good  advantage  in  con- 
nection with  our  own  Quarterlies.  Scores  of 
young  ministers,  and  some  older  ones  too, 
would  do  well  to  purchase  and  study  these 
by. 
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A  Book  For  Children.— To  interest  is 
easier  than  to  benefit.  I  have  read  many 
books  written  for  the  young,  but  not  often  did 
I  find  an  author  that  really  or  deeply  touched 
the  heart  of  the  reader. 
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He  is  the  author  of  many  booklets  for  the 
young,  in  which  the  fundamental  truths  of 
salvation  are  presented  in  such  simplicity, 
that  quite  small  children  can  understand. 
One  of  his  last  works  is  "Jesus,  the  Lamb 
OF    God."     It  contains    184   naees.  and    »ll. 
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BEERY.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Sugar  Creek 
church,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  II,  1896,  Bro. 
John  Henry  Beery,  aged  65  years  and  22  days. 
Bro.  Beery  was  born  in  Rockingham  County, 
Va.,  Aug.  20,  1831.  He  was  married  in  his 
twenty-first  year  to  Delila  Niswander,  who, 
rith  one  son  and  daughter,  still  remain,  two 
ons  having  died  in  infancy  and  preceded 
im  to  that  belter  land.  He  united  with  the 
hurch  about  forty  years  ago.  A  few  days 
before  be  died  he  was  anointed.  Funeral 
rvices  at  the  church,  conducted  by  brethren 
imuel  and  Jacob  Driver.  David  Bverly. 
MOW.  —  In  the  Walnut  church,  Argos, 
Marshall  Co.,  Ind.,  Sept.  24,  1896,  Terry  Gish, 
1  of  Bro.  A.  I.  and  sister  Nettie  Mow! 
:ar,  1  month  and  5  days,  Funeral 
conducted  by  the  home  ministers 
words,  "Weep  not;  he  is  not  dead 
but  sleepeth."  H.  Etta  Mow. 

WHIPKEY.— In  the  Jacob's  Creek  church, 
lar  Laurelville,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct! 
i,  1896,  of  diphtheria,  Emma  Rebecca  Whip- 
key,  aged   13  years,  7  months  an4    9   days. 
"  Becky  "  was  to  school  on   Monday,  and  on 
Friday    the    messenger,    death,  claimed    her. 
vas  a  staff  to  her  grandmother  (an  aged 
)   with  whom   she   stayed.      Her  father, 
David  Whipkey)  has  given  up  three  of 
hort  time.     Funeral  services 


child 

by  the   writer  from   the 
/here  is  thy  sting?     Oh 

PULLEY.— In  the  Carr 
N.  D.,  Oct.  16,  1896,  Wal 


'Oh    death, 


ive,  when 
J.  K.  Eiche 


£  thy 


.  W.S. 


gton  congregation, 
r  A.  Pulley,  son  of 
licie  Pulley,  aged  12 
:ars,  5  months  and    10  days.       Walter  was 
kind  and  obedient  boy,  loved  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.     Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  Eld.  D.  H.  Niccum  from  Luke  18: 
D.  H.Snowberoer. 
NOFFSINGER.-In  the  Union  City  church, 
Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  29,  1896,  Mattie,  infant 
daughter    of   Jacob    and    Libbie   Noffsinger, 
aged  9  months  and  6  days.      Funeral  services 
by  the  home  ministers,— Eld.  W.  K.  Simmons 
nd  S.  W.  Blocher.  Esta  Simmons. 


was  very  highly  respected  by  a  largi 
of  step-children,  to  whom  she  showed  a  strong 
maternal  regard.  A  large  and  sympathetic 
congregation  met  on  the  occasion  of  ber  funer- 
Text,  2  Tim.  6:  4.  The  writer  was  assisted 
by  brethren  David  Brubaker  and  Henry  Kel- 
r-  E.  Loomis. 

CHRONISTER.  —  At  Hendrix  Station, 
Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  Aug.  I,  1896,  Bro.  Emanuel 
Chronister,  aged  73  years,  2  months  and  17 
days.  Services  at  the  Hampton  meeting- 
house by  brethren  O.  V.  Long  and  D.  H.  Bak- 
er-  Mary  K.  Baker. 

MYERS.—  Near  East  Berlin.  Pa.,  Aug.  8, 
1896,  sister  Susan  Myers  (nee  Brown),  aged 
about  84  years.  Services  at  Bermudian  by 
Eld.  Peter  Brown  and  Bro.  D.  H.  Baker. 

Mary  K.  Baker. 
MILLER.— Near  York,  Pa.,  Sept.  5,  1896, 
Elizabeth,  only  daughter  of  Bro.  Daniel  and 
sister  May  Miller,  aged  about  21  years.  Serv- 
ices at  Roth's  church  by  Eld.  Peter  Brown  and 
Bro.  D.  H.  Baker. 


NIECE.-At  his  home,  in  Kelle 
Sept.  28,  1896,  Bro.  George 
years,  8  months  and  15  davs  T*7  "gM  8a 
Leon,  Decatur  Co.,  Iowa.  Brie  Te^"'  " 
the  grave  by  Bro.  L.  M.  Kob.    Jbm,^  « 

STERN. -Near  McCool,  Nebr     r>,    ' 
.896,  infant  son  of  Bro.  D.  M.  and"sister  F"' 
Stern,  aged  5  days.    Services  at  the  S     '* 
by  the  writer.  D^S?" 

GOOD.-In  the  Conestoga  church   Lan, 
ter  Co.,   Pa.,   Oct.    19,   ,896,   Mabel'  V,  "  " 
Good,  daughter  of  Bro.  John  and  Emma  C„  !? 
aged  13  days.  J.  W.  TiVL0R  "■ 

BARRICK.-In   the  Lanark    congregati 
"'    Oct.  25,  1896,  sister  Mary  M.  Barrick  Mh 

,"hayShSfheTSamemb«°' 
hurch     for    thirty-five    yeats 

from  Jobs:  26  by  the  under' 

C.  P.  Rowland. 

TOWNSOND.-In  tbe   Panhandle  church 

exas,  Oct.  6,  1896,  Nannie  Ethel  Townsonil' 

daughter  of  sister  Maggie  Townsond,  aged  4 

years,  7  months  and  14  days.    Funeral  sermon 

by  F.  Jackson.  Annie  M.  Bashorr. 

HARRIS.-In    the    Yellow    River  church 
Ind.,   Oct.   24,    1896,    Bro.    Marion  T.  Harris' 
'29  years,  3  months  and  28  days.    He 
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Funeral  serv- 
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Alice  Yoder. 


BEYDLER.-In  the  Woodstock  congrega- 
tion, Va.,  Oct.  21,  1896,  Bro.  Hiram  Beydler, 


'illage 


JACOBS.— Ne 
daughter  of  Brc 


Bake 


Mary  K.  Baker. 
Berlin,    Pa„    Nellii 
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LEAS— In  Ea 
nfant  child  of  Ja 


Berlin,  Pa„  Sept.  28,  1896 
:s  Leas.    Services  at  Mum. 
hurch  by  Eld.  Peter  Brown  and  Bro 
D.  H.  Baker.  Mary  K.  Baker. 

LACHMAN.  —  In  Abbottstown,   Pa.,  Sept. 


years,  11  months  and  18  days.  Services  at 
Roth's  church  by  brethren  Moses  Mummert 
and  D.  H.  Baker.  Mary  K.  Baker. 

BROWN.-Near  New  Oxford,  Pa.,  Oct.  4, 
96,  Bro.  Samuel  Brown,  aged  76  years,  7 
onths  and  22  days.  Services  at  the  Mum- 
en  church  by  D.  H.  Baker. 

Mary  K.  Baker. 
DITCH.— In  the  Nettle  Creek  church,  Ha- 
gerstown,   Ind.,  Sept.  20,  1896,  Susan  (Eller) 
Ditch,  aged  58  years,  9  months  and  4  days. 
In  1862  she  was  joined  in  holy  matrimony  to 
John  Ditch.    To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
.,  two  of  whom  are  still  living.     For  about 
the    last    eight    months    she    was    constant- 
fllicted,  during  which  time  she   bore  her 
suffering   with  great  patience.    On  the  even- 
ng  of  Sept.  ig,  she  called  for  the  brethren. 
By  them  she  was  admitted  us  a  member  of 
Brethren   church  as  far  as  possible.     Fu- 
neral   services    conducted    by     elders   Lewis 
W.  Teeter,  Lewis  Kinsey  and  Abram  Bow- 
an  from  Job  14:  14.  Ida  £.  Teeter. 

HARTSOUGH.-In  Marshall  County,  Ind., 
Oct.  7,  1896,  Lutber  Hartsough,  aged  67  years, 
nths  and  14  days.  Deceased  has  been  a 
ber  of  the  Brethren  church  for  many 
years.  He  died  very  suddenly  with  dropsy 
of  the  heart.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 
Jacob  Hildebrand. 


aged  63  years,  8  months  and  20  days. 
Beydler  came  to  his  death  unexpectedly, 
had  driven  to  a  neighbonn 
In  attempting  to  take  a  I 
lorse  became  frightened  and  ran  away,  throw- 
ng  him  backwards  over  the  cart.  His  feet 
became  entangled  in  the  lines,  the  horse  drag- 
ging him  about  two  hundred  yards.  He  lived 
about  ten  minutes  after  he  was  taken  up. 
His  remains  were  laid  away  in  the  Valley 
Pike  Cemetery.  Bro.  Beydler  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  a  number 
of  years.  The  funeral  services  were  con- 
ducted by  brethren  S.  H.  Shaver  and  J.  11. 
Ryman  from  Matt.  24:  44.  M.  H.  Co??. 

KALEBAUGH.  —  In  the  Maple  V&rovc' 
church,  Johnson  Co.,  Kans.,  of  blood  poison, 
William  C,  son  of  S.  S.  and  Rosa  Kalebaugh, 
aged  22  years,  8  months  and  26  days.  He  was 
a  very  worthy  member  for  about  five  yeare, 
and  was  a  superintendent  of  our  Sunday  school 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  anointed 
shortly  before  his  death.  Funeral  occasion 
improved  by  H.  T.  and  J.  E.  Crist  from  Rev. 
14:  13.  Idas.  Crist. 

LONGANECKER.  —  In  the  Mahoning 
church,  Ohio,  Sept.  II,  1896,  of  consumption, 
Bro.  Samuel  Arthur  Longanecker,  aged  21 
years,  10  months  and  23  days.  Bro.  Samuel 
found  his  Savior  a   few  years  ago,  and  died 


the 


of  his 


He 


was  anointed  a  short  time  before  he   died. 
Funeral  discourse  by  Bro.  J.  F.  Kahler. 

A.  W.  Harroid. 
ROADCAP.— At  Florida,  Ind.,  Oct.  24, 1896, 
Peter  Roadcap,  son  of  Bro.  Henry  Roadcap, 
aged  39  years,  10  months  and  13  days.  He 
leaves  father,  step-mother,  two  brothers  and 
five  sisters.  He  was  born  Dec.  II,  1856. 
inducted  by    Bro.    Henry 


Funeral   se 
L.  Fadely  f 


1  Job  14:  14. 


Florida  J.  E.  Green. 
CHANDLER.— At  Anderson,  Ind.,  Oct.  29, 
896,  of  consumption,  Myrtle  Chandler.  She 
eaves  a  mother.  She  is  a  niece  of  Bro.  Wood- 
;en  Chandler.  Interment  at  the  Miller  cem- 
itery.  Florida  J.  E.  Green. 

WILLIAMS— In  the  Beaver  Creek  congre- 
gation, Md„  sister  Ella  Williams,  aged  64 
ars  and  13  days.  She  was  an  invalid  for  a 
imber  of  years,  but  she  bore  her  afflictions 
th  Christian  fortitude.  She  was  a  true 
end  to  the  church,  and  did  all  she  could 
the  advancement  of  tbe  cause  of  her  Mas- 
r,  until  God,  in  his  wisdom,  said,  ""» 
ough;  come  up  higher."  Her  funeral  took 
ace  Oct.  31.  Services  at  the  Beaver  Creek 
church  by  the  writer  and  others. 

•  D.  F.  Stouffer. 

STUDEBAKER.  —  In  the  bounds  of  tl>e 

Hickory  Grove  church,  Miami  Co.,  Ohio.  Aug. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Michael  Stu- 

debaker,  aged  68  years.     She  leaves  an  age 

husband  and   four  children.     Funeral  by 

thren.  JACOB  COPFOCK, 


vlovember  21,  18 
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jOHNSON.-At  Liberty,  111.,  Oct.  13,  1896, 
Rachel  A.  (Wear)  Johnson,  daughter  of  Alfred 
aDd  Clemenza  Wear,  wife  of  Richard  M.  John- 
son aged  43  years,  g  months  and  12  days.  She 
was  married  to  Richard  M.  Johnson  in  1873. 
Her  husband  and  seven  children  survive  her. 
Five  children  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world. 
At  the  age  of  forty,  she  with  her  husband 
united  with  the  Brethren  church  at  Liberty, 
Adams  Co.,  111.  She  was  a  faithful  member. 
Robert  B,  Carr. 

MARKLEY.— In  Plymouth,  Ind.,  Oct.  30, 
1806,  Lula  Ordell,  daughter  of  Bro.  Milton 
and  sister  Sarah  Markley,  aged  3  months  and 
Ig  days.  Kuneral  services  at  the  Blissville 
church,  by  Bro.  John  Appleman. 

Ada  Markley. 

PAULDING.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Berk- 
ley church,  near  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  Oct, 
21,  1896,  sister  Sarah  (»«  Royer),  wife  of  Bro. 
Frank  Paulding,  aged  85  years,  q  month"s  and 
18  days.  She  is  survived  by  an  aged  hus- 
band, three  sons  and  two  daughters.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  \he  church  for  nearly 
sixty  years.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  N, 
Martin,  assisted  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  2:  10. 
JOHN  BRINDLE. 

LONGANECKER.  —    Near     North     Star 
Darke  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  21,  1896,  Mary  (Layman) 
Longanecker,  aged  70  years,  2  months  and  5 
days.      She  united  in  holy  m; 
Samuel    Longanecker    Jan.    I,    1846.      They 
journeyed  together  for  upwards  of  fifty  years. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  twelve  child 
five  of  whom  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  wo 
Mother  Longanecker  united  with  the  Gen 
Baptist     Brethren     about     forty     years    ; 
Since  that  time  she  has  lived 
Christian    life.     In    her  death  our  dear  aged 
brother  loses  a  faithful   companion,  the  chil- 
dren a  devoted  mother  and  the  church  a  z 
ous  member.      Funeral  services  by  Bro.  D; 
Filbrum,  assisted  by  Bro.  Joseph  Groff. 

Emma  Grof 

BURKET.—  In   the    Nettle    Creek    church 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  Oct.  3,  1896, 
nah  (Detrow)  Burket,  aged  63  years,  5  months 
and   11   days.     She  was  born  in  Stark  County 
Ohio,  April  22,  1S33.     She  was  united  in  holy 
Patrimony   to   Absalo'm    Burket  in   May, 
t5o  them  were   born   two    sons  and  four  daugh 
ters.       Four    children   died    in    infancy, 
her  death   she   leaves  her  devoted    husband 
and   two   children.     Sister  Burket   becarm 
member  of  the    German    Baptist    church 
1876,  and  continued  faithful  until  death.     '. 
has  been  a  constant  sufferer  for  a  number  of 
years,  but  bore   her  affliction  with  becoming 
Christian  patience  until  death.     Funeral  serv 
ices  conducted  by  elders  Lewis    W.    Teete 
and  Abraham  Bowman  from  Rev.  21:  4. 

Ida  E.  Teeter. 


*  *  ANNOUNCEMENTS  *  * 

LOVE  FEASTS. 

oy.  24, at  Z:  HO  P.  M,,  Kidgoly  congregation,  Car. 

ov.  28,  at  4  P.  M„  College  Chapel,  Mt.  Morris,  Hi 
ov.  20.  at  10:  30  A.  M,,  Everett  church,  Everet 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa. 

80.  25,  Thornapple  church,  Mich. 


•  ♦  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 

Rates  pet  Inch,  each  Insertion: 
Oat,  time  or  more 

Three  months  (13  timea) 

Six  months  (26  times) 

One  year  (52  times) 

t»~No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  m 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 

Motion  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D. 


Tun  "Cincinnati  Flyer  "  is  quipped  with  elegant 
aJ  coaches,  the  Monon  celebrated  high-backed 
Bents,  parlor  car  and  dlnlng-c#r.  City  Ticket 
Office,  232  Clark  St..  Chicago,  III. 


tS*We  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
passed facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices. 
n  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book 
author  and  publisher. 


n  1 


A  California  Pointer... 


Here  is  one:  No  other  road  owns  its  o 
trncks  and  runs  Pullman  palace  and  tour 
sleepers  daily  all  the  way  hoiwven  Chicago  11 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


i,,  trlbuta- 


Mill.-  LiicsandB 

ry  to  Mllaca  Station  011  the  Great  Northern 
which  station  Is  located  only  OS  miles  from  Mtnoe 
apollsnnd  100  miles  from  Uuluth  and   West  Supe 

iese  lands  are  all  in  a  hardwood  Umber  belt 
wed  with  a  splendid  growth  of  white  and  rec 
maple,  elm,  and  poplar,  lntersporsed  with 
e  tracts  of  open  meadow,  ready  for  the  mowei 


These  land 

IofTcrntpri 

i'S  from  J4.(X 

terms,  the 

npald  part 

base  price  d 

rawing  latere 

st at  7  per  c 

um  only.  The  lands  are  especially  adapted  i 
attle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  largo  ore 
f  wheat,  oats,  bailey,  and  all  kinds  of  grain,  coi 
ogetables  and  potatoes  In  ^roat  abundance  and 
est  quality.  The  markets,  on  account  of  the  clc 
Tosimtty   to  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth  a 


;,  the  r 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  weil-illustra. 
ed;  contains  the  Sunday  school    lesson, 
xplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.     No  better  publication 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of 
Sunday  schools. 


r  quarter 15  c 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
jr  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    pi 


The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in^ 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  peopl 
Single  copy,  pe 


coplei 


1  months 

address 

b  address 

VrTnthn' 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac Every  fam 

ily  should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev 
ery  way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  specia 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  wi 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  th 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  thei 

Single  subscription,  one'  year 35  cent 

8 copies,  per quartor, jocenti 

a0  coplea  and  over 3J1  cent 


v  lurlluT  tiif<inii!iili)ji  1 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shining  and  Commission  Merchant 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltin 


i  Fruits,  Special- 


-,  Grain,  Furs,  Hidei 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 
Single  subscription,  per  year,. . 


.  iHc 


o«cb 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  perdoien.  . 
Minute  Boo&a,  each 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5^x7  inches. 
This  is  the  Style  of  Type: 

CHAPTER  1. 

1  p-.e<  ■  '.■"  '.''■;■,  ■  '    "■■■  ■''■ 

e  Vito::   1/i.r,.      Ill  The  ii'njd  utH.jirtt, 


THE  book  of  the  "generation  of 
Je'§us  Christ,  fcthe  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'Dra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;   and 
1'eaac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  -^Ja-'cob 

begat  Ju'das  and  hia  brethren; 

3  And  » Ju'das  begot  Pha'r6e  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ftPha'r6§ 


Ji;!„3 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  stock 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleasi 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 


No. 


■  12c 


Four  Designs,  ver, 
Four  Designs,  very 

Embossed  Designs,  size  1x8 21 

Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  ix7, .  .  .  21 

Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x6, SI 

Embossed  Flowers,  size  4x0, Si 

Embossed    Landscape   and    Flowers, 

andacape,  size 8x6^,  .  .  .  .  If 
andscnpe,fllze8x5«,.  .  .  .  II 
,  Landscape,  size  8^x6^, .  n 
andacape,  size  3H*c%  .  ■  •  1! 
1291  Fine  Boenery,  elze3^i6W. « 

FEB  PACKAGE  OF  60  OABDB. 

000  "  The  Gem,"  60  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 
signs,   M 

825%  Landscape  and  Birds,  slze2x<%.  .  .  2C 


Borlpture  Text  3 


$4.00. 


Don't  (ail  to  call  for  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

klbtu,  BBBTHBEN'3  PUBLMQ  COMPANY, 

Mt  Morris,  I!L 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  as 
before  ordering  elsewhere. 

When  ordering  cards  be  snre  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 

Bbbtbrbn'8  Publishing  Co., 

Moui  Morris,  111, 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


I  11ml  ivndy  for  Sil- 
ent riuestton  in  an 
>  hooks  destined  to 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 
Prepared  by  a  Committee  fr 'Annual  Confer' 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shothd,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non -sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  ihe  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Versimi  fulluwirig  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  {b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
ith,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  o£  religious  error. 
;r.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
mparcd  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
(1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.     {2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
m  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.    (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.    (4)  It  will  furnish 
minister  with  many   subjects  among  the 
i,  sufficiently  expanded    for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -        -        •        $4  00 
"Dund  in  half  leather,     -        -        -        -       4  50 

On  receipt  ef  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
nt  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morris,  111. 
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Baking 
Powder 

ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


EVERY  DAY... 

Your  chance  tor  getting  a  FllEK  HOMKnmc 

The  sisco  of  tbo  country  cannot  bo  enlarged,  a 
the  land  la  holng  rapidly  soltled.  Your  oppor 
nltyls  NOW.    Investigate,  satisfy  yourself  as 


AH  Harmon  with  large  families  of  boys  and  girls 
can  gel  bold  of  KKKK  HOMKHTKAUS  and  estab- 
lish thomsolves  and  their  grown-up  children  on 


Go  and  investigate  the  c 
settlors,  and  ir  you  like  It  and  want  a 
your  own,  pick  out  a  location  to  suit 
Hundreds    of    Brethren    hnve    already 


farm  In  North  Dakota? 


lUQd,  which 
Ik  with  the 


North    Dakota. 


inforuiulliiii,  or  mid  n 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,  111. 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


Special  for  November  and  December, 


To  a 


■  !-•:. 


1  include  with  It,  free  of  charge, 
black  silk  watch  chain  or  a  good  stoui 
al  chain.  Bo  sure  to  name  your  pref< 
offer  is  good  for  November  and  Dec 
Watch  is  gents'  size,  open  face,  solid  nlcke 
American  movement,  well  made  and  guan 
to  keep  good  time.  After  a  thorough  trial, 
entirely  satisfactory,  send  It  back  to  me  and  I  will 
refund  your  money.  You  can  hardly  afford  tt 
miss  this  offer.  A  splendid  Christmas  present 
Watch  and  chain  delivered  to  you,  all  charges  pre 
paid,  for  only  J2.76.    Address: 

H.  E.  NEWCOMER, 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

^sj|  FARMING 

IP  Lands 

J_-   '  ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY 

At  LOW  PEICES  and  on  EA8Y  TEEMS. 

Timbered  Lands i,,Mic 
Prairie  Lands  in» 


Mai 


Liim.Ih     fnl 


tlo   CHOP   PAIMEN1 


PLAN. 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

jvernmcntLaD'L-  in  Wells,  V'irrrc.  Hoiison,  McLean, 
■nry.  Ward,  htm)  mlIi.t  t'ouuti.-u  in  North  Dakota 
-'■On  the  Soo  Line." 

LIONITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 

Ia  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 

There  are  excellent  opportunities  for 
Colonics  or  Individuuls,~,tQn  the  Soo 
Line." 


BRETHREN 


1  tho 


Bpectfully  asked 
iiRhly 


fore  deciding   upon 


On  the  Soo  Line,"  be- 
Conii 
d  See 
OUR  ILLU5TRATED*LAND  primers 

liey  contain  v;ilu,tM>-  .nut  ivh.il.>]>'  information. 


\.l.ln  ■■.'I',  i.  tll'lth.   fj .iixl    In. In  .tnal  .U-i 

"Soo"  Railway,  MINNEAPOLIS,  M 
.  A.  JACK,  Traveling  Inim 


Or,  FRANK  SWU'KUih  ' 


DETROIT,  Michigan 


NORTH  MANCHESTER.  India 


Why  NotQ 
Read  this   S 

Have  You  Received 

the  Victor  Remedies  Co.'s 

Offer?    .".    .-.    .-. 

They  are  giving  away  goods.  If  you  ha\ 
not  sent  your  address  and  received  one  of  the 
valuable  Frederick  Almanacs  for  1897,  send  at 
once,  and  if  they  have  no  agent  near  you  they 
will  mail  you  their  extraordinary  offer,  which 
only  holds  good    until   Jan.    I,    1897.      Write 

VICTOR    REMEDIES   CO., 

Frederick,  Md. 


DO  YOU   WANT  t 

I 

)  Crop  Paym 

You  Can  Do  So 

In  Foster  "Wells  or  Eddy  Counties,  North  Dakota 

You  Can  Buy  a  Faim 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 


On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  In  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent  Interest. 


l  Wells  nnd  Fosti 
Counties. 

I.OUKISIIINIi  CHUINYOK  ijKIIMAN   MAP- 


PUBLIC   SCH<hj],S 

KING  COLON 
TINTS    lit    riirrlimti.ii. 


iimodloiiH    eliiirVliliiiust?,    dedienled 

Coon  DRINKING  WATER,  free  from  nil 

a  depth  of  is  to  30  feet. 
BLACK  LOAM  SOIL,  with  clay  subsoil. 
PLATFORMS,  for  loading  grain  f 


Brethren's 

t  Plain  Clothing!? 
>  "J 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  ^ 
r  the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  C 
^    Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  j 

lples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  A 
lothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape  M 
ire  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be  » 
n  application.     Our  rules  for  self.    1 

arement  are  so  simple  a^y  one  can   i 

r    understand  them.  4 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the   make  and  4 
|r    the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-  A 
goods  can  be  returned.     Our  prices   j 
easonable.    Address,  ] 


►    47tf 


Phillipaon  Clothing  Co., 

,       WARSAW,  IND, 


Will  buy  a  good,  three  dr; 

vorite"    Sewing    Machine    In    oak   and 

.plate-  with  all  attachments 

>r  live  years.    Send  your  order 

ey  order  for  the  above 

er,  Bit.  Morris,  111.,  and  tho  mQ. 

pi  ]y  shipped.    Reference,  Breth- 

!o.,  to  whom  money  may  be  sent 

I  ship  tnaclilne.  40tf 


The  Families 


The  Dos  Palos  Colony  of  California, 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Quinter. 


"A  noble  life  is  a   poem   of  the    lnfin 
says  a  noted  author.     It  is  true  an 
that  our  Brotherhood  has    men 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone 
stars    on    the     firmament    of    truth.     This 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  iu  glancing  throi 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  J; 


glad 

the 

bright 


ably  impressed. 
ministers,     $1.00.     = 
Address  this  office. 


We  tall  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us 


1897 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


IN  TB 


MONTH   OF  NOVKH 
■  temporary 


Are  camping  1 
cause  they  want  to  plow  and  sow  and  plant  befor 
they  build.  It  Is  now  cold  weather  for  California 
but  not  too  cold  for  living  in  tents  or  under  board 

iug  grain  and   planting   hardy   vegetables.    Th 

over.  Plowing  may  be  stopped  for  a  few  hours  o 
a  day,  occasionally,  by  rain.  But  November  Is 
busy  month.  Hens  are  laying  and  eggs  are  bring 
ing  26  cents  per  dozen  cash.    Capons  bring  JIB  pe 

St,  Chicago,  II 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  en 
larged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fam 
tly.  Send  ten  cents  for  a  copy,  or,  better 
yet,  send  $1.50  for  the  Gospe,l  Mes 
gkk  from  now  to  the  end  of  J097,  a.nd  rei 
the  Almanac 


and  good  schools.  Climate,  temperate; 
acknowledged  as  being  the 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Region. 
etter  than  100  in  an  all-grain  c 
1  will  support  a  small  family. 
duced  transportation  to  examine  land.  For 
loulars  write  to  H.  H.  Wingek,  Overland,  Co 


FREE. 


■  offer  liberal    ind 
prepared  to    push  the  sale  of 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
1892  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1.50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,' 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
only  25  cents.    Address  this  office. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended  "  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
»f  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  to 
sters,  St.oo.  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
:45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  GregSTEN,  Pr°P- 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  is 


trally  located,  and  tho 
e  ol  Its  class  in  the  City.  Th 
varying  In  price  from  75  cents  to 
.  Thompson's  Restaurant  unde 
jnger  Elevator. 


most  respect- 
e  charges  are 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"  SET  FOR   THE  DEFENCE  OF  THE  GOSPELr—Phil. 


Vol.  34. 
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^EDITORIAL  i  MISCELLANY^ 


While  the  International  Sunday  scKool  system 
lias  served  a  most  excellent  purpose,  still  there  is  a 
strong  feeling  for  something  better  if  it  can  be  had. 
So  far,  no  one  has  been  able  to  suggest  a  better 
method,  but  it  is  now  stated  that  Dr.  Stimson, 
of  New  York,  has  in  view  a  new  departure  that 
will  be  watched  with  a  great  deal  of  interest.  It 
is  nothing  less  than  the  organization  of  a  Sunday 
school  on  the  most  advanced  principles  of  peda- 
gogy, as  applied  to  religious  study.  President 
Hervey,  of  the  Teachers'  College,  in  that  city, 
who  has  long  had  in  mind  the  importance  of  lift- 
ing the  Sunday  school  out  of  its  ruts,  will  take  ab- 
solute charge  of  it,  and  will  make  it  a  graded 
school,  from  the  kindergarten  to  the  normal  class. 
This  will  cost  money,  and  will  require  separate 
class  rooms,  examinations  and  promotions  from 
one  grade  to  another,  with  the  same  appliances 
and  methods  that  are  used  in  our  best  public 
schools,  but  with  the  purpose  of  a  full  knowledge 
°f  the  Bible  and  religious  truth  and  lite.  If  this 
Weal  can  be  carried  out, — and  we  believe  it  can, — 
it  may  and  ought  to  work  a  revolution  in  our  Sun- 
day school  methods.  The  seven-year  Internation- 
al course  is  getting  a  little  monotonous  to  some, 
and  does  not  secure  the  results  that  we  would  like 
'o  see.    We  need  to  know  more  about  the  Bible. 


Ne 


Rlv  two  thousand  miles  south  of  Japan,  and 
a'most  under  the  equator,  is  the  Island  of  New 
Guinea,  sometimes  called  Papua.  Next  to  Aus- 
tral'a  it  is  the  largest  island  in  the  world.  A  writer, 
ln  tne  Scientific  American,  says  that  very  little  is 
k"°wn  concerning  its  interior.  The  western  part  is 
'"habited  by  very  savage  tribes  that  have,  so  far, 
"•sisted  all  attempts  to  explore  the  country.  He 
'"inks  that,  with  proper  attention,  it  might  be 
""ade  the  paradise  of  the  world,  for  the  climate  is 
ae,,ghtful,  and  the  scenery  equal  to  Switzerland, 


Tropical  fruits  grow  in  great  abundance,  and  summer 
continues  the  entire  year.  This  is  the  home  of  the 
bird  of  Paradise,  as  well  as  many  other  birds  of  fine 
plumage.  The  mountains  and  hills  are  supposed 
to  contain  vast  stores  of  minerals,  while  the  great 
forests  abound  in  immense  quantities  of  timber  of 
the  most  valuable  kinds.  Nature  has  done  won- 
ders for  the  island,  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  inhabit- 
ed by  races  that  have  so  far  resisted  all  attempts  at 
civilizing  them.  What  a  delightful  home  this  fa- 
vored region  of  earth  might  be  for  millions  of  in- 
telligent people,  could  the  power  of  Christianity  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  natives!  Here  is  a  grand 
work  for  missionaries,  and  the  work  ought  to  be 
done  for  the  good  of  the  natives,  as  well  as  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  for  the  Lord  certainly  wants 
the  best  of  the  earth  peopled  by  the  best  people  it 
can  afford.  

The  Methodists  are  having  the  same  trouble  with 
their  educational  institutions  that  we  may  expect  to 
have  after  awhile  if  we  do  not  take  lessons  from 
others.  They  find  that  they  have  too  many  schools, 
and  that  something  must  be  done  to  lessen  the 
number,  in  order  that  an  ample  number  of  colleges 
may  be  properly  managed,  and  kept  up  to  the  desired 
standard.  Several  addresses,  by  leading  educators, 
were  recently  delivered  on  the  subject  in  Evanston, 
111.,  one  of  their  leading  educational  centers.  They 
see  clearly  that  a  mistake  has  been  made  in  author- 
izing more  schools  than  they  could  properly  .'up 
port  and  keep  up  to  a  commendable  standard. 
The  church  has  been  wisely  trying  to  diminish  the 
number,  but  they  still  have  too  many,  and  to  have 
too  many  high  schools  simply  means  to  lower  the 
grade  of  all  of  them.  It  is  time  for  our  people  to 
begin  doing  some  very  judicious  thinking  along 
this  line.  We  already  have  more  schools  than  we 
can  support,  as  schools  should  be  supported  in 
order  to  render  them  first  class.  Our  aim  should 
be  to  have  schools  where  the  very  best  of  work  is 
done,  and  they  should  not  be  cramped  for  means  to 
carry  on  their  various  departments.  Is  not  the 
time  here  when  our  best  thinkers  should  help  Con- 
ference to  devise  and  set  atoot  ways  for  guarding 
against  the  multiplicity  of  schools!  We  think  it  is, 
for  our  schools  must  not  fall  below  their  present 
grade,  but  rather  raise  their  standard  and  improve 

their  facilities.  

/'"Some  of  the  Catholic  papers  in  the  Old  World 
are  vigorously  discussing  the  possibility  of  obtain- 
ing the  devil's  genuine  signature.  According  to 
reports,  the  devil  Vitru  appeared  Oct.  18,  1883,  in  a 
Freemasons'  lodge-room  in  Rome,  and,  accom- 
panied by  prominent  members  of  the  lodge,  made 
public  declaration  that  Sophie  Sapho,  who  was 
then  present,  would,  on  the  next  September,  give 
birth  to  the  grandmother  of  the  anti-Christ.  In 
testimony  of  this  fact  it  is  also  asserted  that  his 
Satanic  Majesty  did,  on  that  occasion,  sign  a  docu- 
ment then  and  there  drawn  up.  The  signature  con- 
sists of  a  number  of  symbolic  signs,  that  no  one, 
probably,  can  read.  Well,  it  is  about  the  genuine 
ness  of  this  signature  that  the  papers  are  having 
the  violent  controversy  referred  to.  Those  who 
claim  to  have  been  present  think  it  their  duty  to 
defend  the  signature,  while  others  hoot  at  the  idea 
that  the  prince  of  demons  would  affix  his  signature 
to  that  or  any  other  document.  The  Catholics 
claim  all  kinds  of  relics,  from  the  seamless  garment 
worn  by  Christ,  his  footprints  in  the  rock,  on  down 
to  the  bones  of  some  of  the  apostles  and  the  saints, 
and  now,  since  they  seem  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
genuine  signature   of  Satan  himself,  we  begin  to. 


conclude  that  their  collection  of  curiosities  is  be-  N 
coming  a  little  remarkable.  But  while  we  may  justly 
question  the  signature,  it  is  evident  that  thousands 
of  people  in  this  and  other  lands  are  representing 
Satan  by  signing  documents  instigated  by  the  devil. 
We  wonder  if  a  license  to  sell  intoxicants  is  not  in- 
stigated by  Satan,  and  that  those  who  endorse  it  do 
not  become  his  agents!  As  much  as  such  things 
are  done  for  saloon-keepers,  just  that  much  are 
they  done  for  Satan. 


While  there  seems  to  be  nothing  absolutely  cer- 
tain regarding  the  future  of  Turkey,  still  there  are 
many  rumors.  It  is  stated,  though  not  yet  con- 
firmed, that  a  policy  has  been  agreed  upon  to  the 
effect  that,  while  a  Mohammedan  Emperor  is  to  be 
maintained,  as  a  kind  of  figure-head,  yet  the  gov- 
ernment is  to  be  administered  by  a  British  Minister 
of  Finance,  a  Russian  Secretary  of  War,  a  French 
Minister  of  Domestic  Affairs,  and  a  native  Vizier, 
or  President  of  the  Council  of  State.  Something 
of  this  kind  for  Turkey  might  work  well.  It  would 
protect  life  and  property,  encourage  various  im- 
provements, and  open  up  the  way  for  extensive 
missionary  work  in  all  parts  of  the  empire.  Taxes 
would  be  levied  in  keeping  with  principles  of 
justice  and  the  laws  administered  in  the  interest  of 
honesty  and  industry.  But  it  remains  to  be  seen 
whether  such  a  scheme  is  to  be  put  into  force. 
If  it  is,  that  means  the  end  of  Turkey  as  an  empire. 
Jn  a  short  time  it  will  have  to  be  parceled  out 
among  the  Powers.  The  Christian  world  is  ready 
to  welcome  anything  that  will  put  an  end  to  the 
terrible  massacre  of  helpless  people. 

ork  carried 


Perhaps  there  is  more  mischievous 
on  by  the  Mormons  than  most  people  think.  It  is 
reported  that  the  church  is  almost  monthly  receiv- 
ing recruits  from  Europe,  where  an  active  propa- 
ganda is  still  kept  up.  Switzerland  has  become  a 
veritable  hunting  ground  for  Mormon  converts. 
Geneva  and  Berne  are  centers  of  a  Mormon  influ- 
II  the  characteristics  of  a 
id  this  summer,  during  the 
ch  has  brought  the  Swiss 
mt. un  hamlet  to  Geneva, 
ried  on  with  great  success, 
ho  believed  that  the 


ence  that  has  taken  01 
permanent  enterprise; 
great  national  fair,  \ 
people  from  every  1 
proselyting  has  been  1 
Evidently  the  hopes  of  thos. 
suppression  of  polygamy 
Mormon  ecclesiastical  system,  are  not  to  be  real- 
ized. Indeed,  it  is  still  a  debated  question  how  far 
polygamy  has  been  in  fact  suppressed,  although  it 
is  no  longer  practiced  openly.  It  is  certain  that 
the  European  agents  of  the  church  often  talk  of 
plural  marriage,  to  men  whom  they  hope  to  tempt, 
as  a  system  that  is  only  temporarily  in  abeyance. 
But  recruits  are  not  drawn  alone  from  foreign 
countries.  There  are  said  to  be  one  thousand  mis- 
sionaries at  work  in  parts  of  Tennessee,  North  Car- 
olina and  Virginia.  They  are  well  supplied  with 
what  money  they  need,  and  are  also  flooding  the 
country  with  tracts.  In  this  way  they  deceive  the 
simple-minded,  and,  in  not  a  few  instances,  entice 
some  of  the  well-informed  into  their  ranks.  They 
must  be  met  by  intelligence.  People  must  post 
themselves  on  the  origin,  history  and  evils  of  the 
Mormon  church,  and  then,  with  the  Bible  in  hand, 
meet  them  on  every  field.  But  no  one  need  be- 
come unduly  alarmed,  thinking  they  are  going  to 
take  the  country  all  at  once.  There  is  not  much 
danger  of  that,  still  they  are  doing  mischief  and 
leading  thousands  into  error,  and  the  defenders  of 
the  truth,  the  defenders  of  religious  freedom,  and 
the  defenders  of  happy  and  pure  homes  must  meet 
them  and  counteract  their  a»il  influence. 
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THANKSaiVINO  HYMN. 

Great  God!  this  day  a  nation  lifts 

To  Thee  her  grateful  praise, 
For  blessings  countless  as  the  sands, 

And  love  that  crowns  our  days. 
On  bended  knee,  with  contrite  hearts, 

Our  sins  we  now  confess, 
And  though  of  follies  we  may  mourn, 

Yet  shall  we  praise  thee  less? 
Seed-time  and  harvest,  cold  and  heat, 

The  promise  of  Thy  Word, 
Thou  hast  fulfilled  in  its  due  time; 

For  this  we  praise  Thee,  Lord! 
For  peace  and  plenty  o'er  the  land; 

For  fireside-homes  and  friends; 
Accept  the  thanks  we  offer  now 

For  all  Thy  goodness  lends. 
May  we,  who  share  in  Heaven's  best  gifts, 

Remember  those  who  bear 
The  weight  of  heavy-burdened  hearts, 

Of  poverty  and  care. 
And  so,  in  making  glad  some  heart, 

Afflicted,  poor  or  lone, 
We  brighten  other  lives,  and  bring 

The  blessing  to  our  own. 

—Christian  at  U 


THE  ANNUAL  CHURCH  VISIT. 


BY 


N1EL    HAYS. 


11  Let  us  go  again  and  visit  our  brethren  in  every  city  where 
we  have  preached  the  word  of  the  Lord,  and  SEE  HOW  THEY 
DO."— Acts  15;  36. 

The  annual  church  visit  may  be  traced  back  to 
the  time  when  the  aged  brethren  led  in  the  visit  and 
made  it  a  season  of  special  instruction  and  edifica- 
tion to  the  members.  It  was  a  kind  of  pastoral  vis- 
it. It  gave  opportunity  to  look  into  the  wants  of 
the  members  in  their  homes,  and  to  impart  to  them 
such  spiritual  food  and  comfort  as  each  one  might 
require.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  purpose  of 
Paul  when  he  proposed  to  Barnabas  a  visit  to  the 
brethren  to  "  see  how  they  do."  The  manner  of 
this  visit  may  be  inferred  from  Paul's  address  to  the 
elders  of  the  church  at  Ephesus,  "  I  kept  back  noth- 
ing that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have  showed 
you,  and  have  taught  you  publicly,  and  from  house 
to  house" 

As  the  number  of  churches  multiplied  and  the 
members  increased,  it  became  necessary  to  call  up- 
on the  deacons  to  assist  in  the  visit,  until  it  was 
made  the  special  duty  of  the  deacons  to  make  the 
annual  church  visit  as  it  is  now,  and  they  were 
called  "  visiting  brethren." 

It  has  been  found  good  to  extend  the  visit  to  all 
the  members  once  a  year  in  general.  This,  howev- 
er, does  not  do  away  with  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  making  special  visits  to  the  members  in  or- 
der to  instruct  them,  to  encourage  them,  or  to  com- 
fort them.  The  deacons,  in  making  the  visit,  have 
been  advised  to  pause  long  enough  among  the  aged 
and  afflicted  ones  to  hold  a  season  of  worship  with 
them.  Then  a  word  to  others  in  the  family  who  are 
not  members  may  be  productive  of  much  good. 
"  For  they  that  have  used  the  office  of  a  deacon 


Sometimes  it  has  been  considered  good,  when  the 
officers  of  the  church  agree,  for  the  deacons  to  car- 
ry with  them  on  the  visit  a  matter  of  importance  af- 
fecting the  peace  and  union  of  the  church,  in  order 
to  learn  the  sentiment  of  each  member  separately, 
and  then  report  to  the  church.  Great  care,  howev- 
er, should  be  exercised,  not  to  depart  from  the 
questions  usually  given,  and  not  to  receive  matter 
from  members  that  should  be  disposed  of  in  a  dif- 
ferent way.  If  a  matter  of  individual,  or  private 
trespass  be  presented  to  the  deacons,  as  is  some- 
times the  case,  it  becomes  their  duty  to  instruct 
such  members  to  carry  out  the  teaching  of  the  Sav- 
ior in  Matt.  18:  15-17. 

The  questions  which  should  be  asked  by  the  dea- 
cons on  their  annual  visit  to  the  members,  and  which 
Annual  Meeting  recommends,  are  the  following; 

1.  Are  you  still  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  as  declared  in 
your  baptism? 

2.  Are  you,  as  far  as  you  know,  in  peace  and  union  with  the 

3.  Will  you  still  labor  with  the  church  for  an  increase  of  ho- 
liness in  yourself  and  others? 

4.  Liberty  should  then  be  given  to  members  to  present  any- 
thing they  may  desire,  or  that  they  may  think  the  good  of  the 
church  requires. 

While  the  above  form  is  comprehensive,  if  not 
complete,  we  should  guard  against  a  cold  formality, 
but  enter  into  the  spirit  of  the  work  "as  the  serv- 
ants of  Christ,  doing  the  will  of  God  from  the 
heart."  "  As  we  have  therefore  opportunity  let  us 
do  good  unto  all  men,  especially  unto  them  who 
are  of  the  household  of  faith." 


a   good  degree,  and 
ich  is  in  Christ  Jesus." 

to  ascertain  for  the 
members  as  regards 
"lingn 


well  purchase  to  themselve 
great  boldness  in  the  faith  w 
1  Tim.  3:  13. 

The  object  of  the  visit  i 
church  the  condition  of  th 
their  faith,  peace    and  unto 

give  and  take  counsel,  and  to  labor  with  the  church 
for  an  increase  in  holiness  among  the  members. 
Then  it  gives  an  opportunity  to  each  member  to 
take  a  part  in  church  work  by  presenting  what  may 
be  considered  good  to  promote  an  increase  of  holi- 
ness among  the  members.  It  has  been  found  not 
only  a  means  of  ascertaining  the  condition  and 
needs  of  the  members,  but  it  has  also  been  found  to 
be  one  great  means  of  securing  the  peace,  union 
and  ultimate  growth  of  the  church.  In  the  church 
visit  the  members,  as  individuals,  give  their  voice 
as  to  what  they  think  good  for  the  church,  and  then 
the  church,  as  a  body,  gives  counsel  to  all  the  mem- 
bers. 


A  SYNOPTICAL  REPORT  OF  MINISTERIAL  MEETING. 

BY    DAVID    BYEKLY. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northwestern  Ohio 
convened  at  the  Maumee  church,  Defiance  Co., 
Ohio,  Oct.  13,  at  Q  A.  M. 

After  devotional  exercises  the  meeting  was  organ- 
ized by  electing  S.  M.  Loose,  Moderator,  and  David 
Byerly,  Secretary. 

TOPICS    DISCUSSED. 

1.  "The  Church's  Need  of  the  Influence  of  our 
Children  and  How  can  we  best  Secure  It?  " 

There  is  power  in  the  influence  of  our  children. 
Even  before  they  come  into  the  church  they  are 
wielding  an  influence  either  for  or  against  us,  and  if 
we  do  not  gain  it,  some  one  else  will. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  be  interested  in  our 
children,  for  upon  them  depends  the  future  welfare 
of  the  church.  We  need  them  to  inspire  the  older 
and  lead  the  young  and  rising  generation.  We 
should  appreciate  their  work,  live  an  exemplary  life 
before  them.  Isa.  1:  3  says,  "  My  people  doth  not 
consider."  Parents  should  consider  for  what  they 
are  training  their  children,  whether  for  God  and  the 
church  or  for  the  world. 

Consider  the  mistake  of  Lot  when  he  pitched  his 
tent  toward  Sodom,  on  account  of  the  fine  pasture, 
regardless  of  the  welfare  of  his  children.  Let  this 
great  work  begin  at  home,  around  the  fireside. 
Ministers  should  notice  and  be  more  sociable  with 
the  young  at  services. 

2.  "What  Constitutes  a  Consecrated  Ministry?" 
Be  a  consecrated  man!  Have  the  love  of  God 
shed  abroad  in  your  heart!  Place  yourself  on  the 
altar.  Say,  "  Here,  Lord,  am  I."  "Study  to  show 
thyself  approved  unto  God"  (not  man).  Do  not 
attribute  any  honor  to  yourself,  but  let  everything 
be  done  to  the  glory  of  God!  Be  a  praying  man! 
This  you  cannot  be  without  having  family  worship, 
Make  everything  else  a  secondary  matter!  Let 
nothing  intervene  between  you  and  the  work!  Let 
the  laity  be  consecrated  and  hold  up  the  minister's 
hands.  If  we  are  fully  consecrated  to  Christ, — our 
money  and  means,  and  all  that  we  have,  belong  to 
him  and  he  will  care  for  us. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

I.  "  The  Church's  and  Home  Minister's  Work  be- 
fore, during  and  following  a  true  Revival." 

Get  ready  for  the  meeting.  Do  not  expect  the 
minister  to   make  the   meeting  a  success  without 


your  co-operation.  See  that  love  and  union 
ail,  as  much  as  possible,  among  the  members,  l 
ach  member  get  a  true  revival  within  his  own  hea  t 
nd  then  attend  the  meeting  and  manifest  a  m  ' 
anxiety  for  the  salvation  of  sinners.  Keep  th 
house  in  good  condition,  as  pertains  to  heating,  ven 
tilation  and  order.  Then,  if  there  are  any  conver 
sions,  care  for  the  lambs  of  the  fold.  Feed  them 
upon  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word. 

2.  "  Individual  Responsibility  of  Members  i„ 
Maintaining  the  Gospel  Peculiarities  of  the  Church " 

This  is  a  personal  subject.  We  are  responsible 
for  our  baptismal  vow,  and  also  responsible  for  our 
influence  to  our  fellow-man,  for  if  we  do  not  aim  t0 
make  somebody  better  by  our  living  in  the  world 
our  life  will  be  a  failure.  Let  your  life  be  consist- 
ent with  your  profession,  and  cultivate  a  spirit  of 
love  for  the  Gospel  peculiarities  of  the  church, 
Some  of  the  peculiarities  are:  Be  peculiarly  good' 
obey  the  Golden  Rule.  Do  not  attend  worldly 
amusements;  be  not  resentful!  The  church  of 
Christ  cannot  succeed  on  the  battlefield  of  life 
without  the  "  Gospel  shoes," — non-conformity  to  the 
world  and  conformity  to  Christ.  Greater  responsi- 
bility, probably,  rests  upon  our  sisters,  in  maintain- 
ing our  peculiarities  of  being  a  plain  people.  As 
soon  as  we  lose  our  peculiarities,  our  influence  is 
gone.  Christians  should  not  go  to  law  with  each 
other,  and  they  have  no  use  for  secret  or  oath-bound 
societies.  We  claim  to  be  a  peculiar  people- 
called  out,  separate  from  the  world.  Let  us  ever 
remember  that  our  actions  speak  louder  than  our 
words. 

3.  "The  best  Method  of  Preparing  a  Sermon." 

(1)  We  should  consider  carefully  the  purpose. 

(2)  Consider  the  congregation.  What  are  they 
capable  of  receiving? 

(3)  Consider  whether  the  subject  is  suitable. 
There  should  be  a  preparation  of  self,  by  prayer 

to  God;  by  studying;  by  imbibing  the  spirit  of  God. 
We  should  divide  the  subject  into  its  component 
parts  that  it  may  be  better  retained. 

We    should    prepare    the    <-onS— S»':="    *"  "^pra>* 

the  sermon  by  impressing  them  with  the  solemn 
fact  that  you  have  someting  important  to  tell  them; 
not  by  apology. 

Start  in  a  low  tone  and  then   increase, 
monotony. 

EVENING   SESSION. 

I.  "  Most  Efficient  Plan  for  Mission  Work 
ies." 


Avoid 


1  CV- 


■ith  refer- 
of  his 


This  is  a  deep  question  and  one  of  vital  impor- 
tance. We  should  select  a  location,  distribute 
tracts,  and  start  a  mission  school.  Be  sociable! 
Visit  the  homes  and  do  some  teaching!  Begin  with 
the  children!  Sisters  may  be  more  efficient  than 
brethren.  Place  consecrated  workers  there!  Make 
no  compromise-!  Learn  the  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ple and  gain  their  affections!  Preach  the  pure 
Word  and  then  live  out  your  profession! 

MORNING   SESSION — SECOND   DAY. 

1.  "How  does  a  Knowledge  of  the  Gospel  Affect 
the  Heathen?" 

It  acquaints  them  with  God,  with  Christ's  missioi 
the  world.  It  enlightens  the  heathen 
ence  to  his  own  condition  and  apprises  b 
duty.  The  Gospel  is  for  our  benefit,  therefore  the 
more  knowledge  of  it  we  give  to  the  heathen,  the 
more  happiness  we  can  enjoy.  This  will  change 
their  heathenish  customs  in  many  ways,  including 
morals,  caste,  etc.  The  responsibility  resting  up<^ 
us,  of  sending  the  Gospel  to  them,  is  very  g'ea  ' 
The  zeal  of  the  heathen  should  put  us  to  snam.e' 

2.  "  To  what  Extent  may  our  Sisters  go  « 
Work  of  Evangelizing  the  World?"  „ 

The  sisters'  field,  in  this  respect,  is  unlimited, 
reaches  all  over  the  world.     Sisters  should  Pf r  °eX. 
a  prominent  part  in  all  our  mission  work, 
ample,  we  refer  you  to  India,  Europe  and  Chic  (^ 
The  world  can  never  be  evangelized  without  the   ^ 
of  the  sisters.     The  mother's  work  should  ^^^ 
home,  but   it   does   not  stop   there.    Tnose,s  that 
words,  "  Mother,  home  and  heaven,"  are  wor 
are  dear  to  us.    What  sacrifices  a  mother  wi         ^ 
for  her  children,  and  what  great  responsiD 
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resting  upon  her!  There  is  room  for  all  to  work. 
Make  use  of  small  opportunities  and  have  a  will  to 
work!  Not  only  mothers,  but  sisters  in  the  family 
should  do  their  part.  Sisters  may  become  the  cor- 
ner-stones of  society.  They  are  authorized  by  the 
Gospel  to  work  in  every  department  of  Sunday 
school  and  mission  work. 

j,  "How  can  we  Avoid  Drifting  into  the  Popular 
Current  of  the  World?" 

We  should  get  more  and  more  of  the  love  of  God 
into  our  hearts,  and  studiously  labor  to  crucify  the 
carnal  mind!  We  should  carefully  consider  wheth- 
er God  will  be  glorified  in  all  we  undertake  to  do. 
We  should  adorn  our  profession  by  a  godly  walk 
and  chaste  conversation.  We  should  always  be  on 
duty,  and  let  our  light  shine.  "  Love  not  the  world," 
—come  out  from  among  them!  Keep  as  far  from 
danger  as  possible!  Keep  close  to  Jes 
take  a  warning  from  Peter.     Watchman 


si     Let  u 
vake  up! 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 


MUller 


1.  "  How  can  we  best  Impress  upon  the  Meml 
the  general  Make-up  of  a  true  Christian,  Especially 
in  Sociability,  Liberality  and  Brotherly  Kindness?" 

Teach  them  individual  responsibility,  the  worth 
of  secret  prayer,  the  difference  between  Christian 
sociability  and  that  of  the  world.  "The  liberal 
soul  shall  be  made  fat."  Impress  upon  the  minds 
the  duty  of  giving  the  Lord  his  share.  We  should 
cultivate  brotherly  kindness,  and  not  only  get  in 
possession  of  it  ourselves,  but  infuse  it  into  the 
hearts  of  those  with  whom  we  come  in  contact. 
We  should  show  brotherly  kindness  in  time  of  sick- 
ness and  need  by  hospitality.  Members  at  services 
should  be  more  friendly  with  strangers,  and  hold 
up  to  them  a  model  Christian.  If  we  take  these 
graces  away,  we  have  nothing  but  formality  left. 
Avoid  formality! 

Thus  ended  a  pleasant  and,  we  think,  a  very  prof- 
itable meeting.  The  attendance  was  good,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ministerial  force,  which  was  not  as 
an);ple  as  it  might  have  been.  The  ministers  pres- 
ent responded  promptly,  filling  the  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  those  who  were  absent.  A  general  spirit 
of  love  and  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  cause  see 
to  pervade  the  meeting,  and  we  believe  all  c 
say,  "  It  was  good  for  us  to  be  there!"  May  God 
bless  these  ministerial  meetings  to  the  good  of  the 
c  iuse,  to  our  benefit  and  to  his  glory! 

Committee  on  Program  for  next  year,  brethren 
Charley  Wilkins,  J.  B.  Light  and  Wesley  Kintner. 

Lima,  Ohio. 


THE  BALTIMORE  MISSION. 

BY   JAMES   T.    QUINLAN. 

Our  Boys'  and  Girls'  Bible  School  had  a  memora- 
ble Lord's  Day  Nov.  1.  Eld.  Joshua  Y.  King 
preached  at  3  P.  M.  in  the  German  language.  Eld. 
Uriah  Bixler,  of  Meadow  Branch,  and  Eld.  Wm.  H. 
Franklin,  of  the  Sam's  Creek  church,  Carroll  Co., 
Md.,  were  present;  also  a  number  of  members  from 
the  Black  Rock  congregation,  York  Co.,  Pa.,  who 
took  an  active  part  in  singing  the  good  old  German 
melodies. 

At  4  P.  M.  the  Boys'  and  Girls'  Bible  School  met, 
and  the  two  large  parlors  were  crowded.  We  took 
up  the  lesson  for  the  day, — "  Building  of  the  Tem- 
P'e."  After  I  got  through,  Bro.  Rawlinson  gave  us 
a  good  talk  from  1  Pet.  2:  4,  5,  6.  Brother  and  sis- 
ter Westergreen,  who  were  present,  returned  home 
Monday  morning. 

On  Lord's  Day,  Nov.  1,  Eld.  J.  Y.  King  preached 
at  the  Port  of  Baltimore  Mission,  Locust  Point,  from 
John  3:  16,  We  expected  sister  Pittinger  (nee  Fan- 
nie J.  Ecker),  but  were  disappointed. 

There  is  a  prominent  Baptist  minister  here  who 
resigned  his  charge.  He  likes  our  church  and  is 
waiting  the  Lord  to  direct  him  what  he  is  to  do. 
"e  came  from  England  seven  years  ago.  He  has  a 
large  family,— nearly  all  grown.  They  belonged  to 
the  Plymouth  Brethren  in  England.  He  says  it  was 
a  Plain  church,  and  they  differ  very  little  from  our 
Brethren,  except  in  feet-washing,  salutation  and 
tr,ne  immersion.     This  is  the  church  to  which  Geo. 


of  the  Bristol  Orphanages,  England,  be- 
longs. This  Baptist  minister  said  he  did  not  get 
his  theology  from  a  college,  but  was  taught  by  the 
spirit,  through  the  Word.  He  has  no  library  but 
the  Holy  Bible.  He  preached  in  England  for  years 
and  never  received  a  salary,  but  the  Lord  supplied 
all  his  wants.  He  is  willing  to  work  on  the  faith 
plan  again.  He  has  an  interesting  family  and  an 
old-fashioned  wife,  who  does  not  feel  at  home  in 
any  of  the  fashionable  churches.  I  have  been  giv- 
ing each  of  them  one  of  our  tracts  and  the  Gospel 
Messenger  for  some  weeks. 

Our  elder  has  made  the  Port  of  Baltimore  Mission 
a  regular  appointment.  There  will  be  meetings  ev- 
ery four  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  first  appoint- 
ment. 

Nov.  29  there  will  be  a  number  of  sailors  bap- 
tized, if  they  return  in  time.  They  left  on  Monday 
for  Portland,  Maine.  I  was  very  much  discouraged, 
as  I  had  no  help  but  brethren  Ellis,  LeCompt,  and 
some  Woodbury  sisters,  who  assist  only  on  Mon- 
day nights.  I  have  to  do  the  work  on  the  other  six 
nights  alone.  I  am  meeting  the  expenses  the  best 
I  can.  Both  the  Bible  School  and  Port  Mission  are 
in  debt.  I  can  get  all  the  money  I  want  to  carry  on 
both  places,  but  the  donors  think  it  ought  to  be  a 
non-sectarian  work. 

My  book  will  be  ready  soon.  I  will  devote  some 
of  the  proceeds  from  sales  to  the  work. 

Baltimore,  Md. 


QLEAN1NOS  FROM  MISISTERIAL  MEETINO. 

BY  HENRY  SHIDELER. 

The  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Southeastern  Kansas 
met  Oct.  31,  at  the  Osage  church.  Some  of  the 
questions  discussed  were: 

1.  "What  do  we  Understand  by  Christian  Perfec- 
tion? " 

There  is  a  difference  between  Christian  and  di- 
vine perfection.  We  may  arrive  at  Christian  per- 
fection, but  not  at  divine  perfection.  We  may  be 
perfect  in  will  and  keep  it  in  subjection  to  the  di- 
vine will.  Col.  4:  12.  We  may  be  perfect  as  our 
Father  in  heaven  is  perfect,  by  loving  our  enemies 
in  sincerity.  Matt.  5:  43,  48.  We  can  be  perfect  in 
regeneration,  adoption  and  justification,  but  where 
these  end,  sanctification  begins  and  constitutes  a 
going  on  or  attaining  to  perfection.  In  Philpp. 
3:  12  the  Revised  Version  is  preferable.  The  word 
"attained"  should  be  "obtained."  Paul  had  not 
yet  obtained  the  prize,  but  was  attaining  or  making 
all  possible  efforts  to  obtain  it.  Christian  perfec- 
tion is  a  submission  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
will  of  God,  as  taught  in  the  New  Testament. 

2.  "What  does  Consecration  Imply?" 
Consecration  means  a  setting  apart.  It  is  a  will- 
ingness to  do  the  bidding  of  the  one  we  are  set 
apart  to  serve.  All  we  have  and  are  belongs  to 
God.  The  laity,  as  well  as  the  ministry,  are  called 
to  duty.  In  the  sense  we  use  it  here  it  is  giving  up 
ourselves,  the  whole  man,  mind,  soul  and  body. 
We  must  fully  show  our  love  to  God  and  our 
neighbor.  Every  one  should  consecrate  his  time 
and  strength  to  the  service  of  God,  especially  in 
our  protracted  meetings.  We  should  set  apart  of 
our  means  to  God's  service.  We  cannot  serve  God 
and  mammon.  If  we  would  go  about  our  daily 
business  as  we  do  our  church  work,  we  would  all 
starve.  If  Nehemiah  had  not  used  more  energy  in 
building  the  walls  around  Jerusalem  than  we  do  in 
building  churches,  the  walls  would  not  be  built  yet. 

3.  "  How  should  Brethren  Deport  Themselves  in 
usiness  Matters  before  the  World?" 

We  should  let  our  light  shine  before  men  by  our 
Drks,  in  truthfulness,  honesty  and  conversation. 
Merchants  should  not  put  forth  goods  as  leaders, 
to  deceive  the  people.  Farmers  should  not  put 
the  good  on  top,  and  the  bad  in  the  bottom  of  the 
We  should  not  do  worldly  business  on  the 
Lord's  Day.  We  gain  respect  from  the  world  by 
our  firmness  in  resisting  temptations,  such  as 
smoking,  chewing  tobacco  and  indulging  in  strong 
drink.  In  short,  it  is  doing  right,  and  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  the  golden  rule. 


Bro.  J.  H.  Neher  was  Moderator,  and  E.  M. 
Wolf,  Reading  Clerk.  Our  meeting  was  fairly  well 
attended.  We  think  all  were  benefited.  It  is  not 
only  a  good  place  for  the  ministry,  but  it  is  also 
good  for  the  laity.  Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp,  of  McPherson, 
Kans.,  and  Bro.  S.  Edgecomb,  of  Oklahoma,  were 
with  us. 


'  C.  H.  BALSIIAUt.il. 


To  Albert  Hollinger,  Washington,  D.  C. 

What  a  season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord  was  the  communion  of  the  saints  at 
York,  Oct.  13.  Jesus  was  there.  The  Word  was 
spoken  "  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  pow- 
er." 1  Cor.  2:  4.  The  love  of  God  was  abundant- 
ly shed  abroad  in  many  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
It  was  verily  a  mount  of  transfiguration  and  beati- 
tudes. Nothing  makes  people  so  bold  and  yet  so 
meek  as  that  assurance  which  comes  through  faith 
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Such  statements  of  1 


nscious  lealization 
of  the  divine  indwelling  as  were  made  by  Elder 
Enoch  Eby  and  yourself  at  the  York  love  feast, 
must  necessarily  seem  extravagant  and  audacious 
to  those  who  have  a  form  of  godliness  while  they 
lack  the  power  thereof. 

I  would  not  give  a  grainless  shell-bark  for  a  re- 
ligion that  docs  not  culminate  in  the  pronounced 
consciousness  of  salvation.  Christ  knew  himself 
to  be  the  Son  of  God;  and  this  personal  necessity 
he  communicates  to  all  those  whose  "  life  is  hid 
with  him  in  God."  Col.  3:  3.  Life  is  self-verify- 
ing. It  comes  from  God,  makes  us  like  God,  leads 
back  to  God. 

Your  application  of  Peter's  ignorant  request  on 
the  Mount  of  Transfiguration,  was  widely  shared 
by  the  audience.  Mark  9:  5,  6.  It  was  indeed 
"good  to  be  there."  But  we  must  descend  into  the 
vale  to  cast  out  devils  and  heal  lunatics,  if  our 
faith  is  equal  to  such  tasks. 

When  Christ  sat  at  the  table  with  His  apostles,  in 
the  "large  upper  room,"  delivering  His  wonderful 
revelations  of  the  glory  of  His  redemption,  He 
suddenly  said,  "Arise,  let  us  go  hence."  John  14: 
31.  Go  whither?  None  but  the  Holy  Trinity  knew 
the  awful  and  transcendently  glorious  import  of 
these  words:  "Let  us  go  hence."  Mark, — let  us 
go.  It  includes  all  His  followers.  It  was  the  call 
of  God  to  the  cross. 

This  explains  Christ's  marvelous  answer  to  Pi- 
late. John  18:  37.  O  that  we  knew  the  glory  of 
those  words!  "  For  the  joy  set  before  Him  He 
endured  tile  cross,  despising  the  shame'1  Heb.  12:  2. 
"These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy 
might  remain  in  you,  and  that  your  joy  might  be 
full."    John  15:  II. 

Argue  and  philosophize  as  we  will,  this  is  the 
criterion  of  our  loyalty  to  Christ, — "That  I  may 
know  Him,  and  the  power  of  His  resurrection, 
and  THE  FELLOWSHIP  OF  HIS  SUFFER- 
INGS." Philpp.  3:  10.  Where  the  call  of  the 
cross  is  unheeded,  "our  religion  is  vain."  That 
calls  to  sacrifice  for  the  world's  redemption  from 
sin  and  woe.  This  is  the  Gospel  for  Washington, 
and  all  points  and  corners  and  latitudes  and  longi- 
tudes of  God's  footstool.  Headquarters  are  not 
at  Annual  Conference,  but  at  Golgotha.  There  is 
no  danger  that  the  church  will  urge  the  crucifixion 
of  the  flesh  beyond  the  demands  of  incarnate  Dei- 
ty, hanging  on  the  cross.  But  there  is  danger  that 
le  outward  may  usurp  an  intrinsic  significance 
hich  belongs  wholly  to  the  inner  life. 

If  the  cross  really  saves  us,  it  transforms  us  into 
:ady,  enthusiastic  saviors  of  others.  The  grand, 
dominating  passion  of  Paul  was,  "that  I  may 
SAVE  soMe."  1  Cor.  9:  22.  And  he  was  such  a 
skillful  soul-winner  that  he  knew  how  to  press  the 
most  remarkable  contingencies  into  his  service. 
None  but  a  Christ-possessed,  Christ-directed  soul 
can  reconcile  Acts  16:  I,  2,  3,  and  Gal.  2:  1-5. 

When  you  return  to  Washington  to  resume  your 
evangelical  labors,  let  the  urgent  behest  of  Jesus 
ring  in  the  depth  of  your  soul,  "  Arise,  let  us  go 
her.ee"     Embrace  the  cross  with  more  glowing  ar- 
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dor  and  vehement  zeal  than  ever.  "  Study  to  show 
thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth 
not  to  he  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth."  2  Tim.  2:  15.  Live  the  Christ  life, 
and  preach  out  of  the  fulness  of  God  in  you  through 
the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  world  needs  such  a  Savior,  and  must  have 
such  preachers,  in  order  to  make  his  acquaintance. 
An  enterprise  in  which  Jehovah  embarked  His  all, 
will  not  allow  His  embassadors  to  fold  their  hands, 
while  heaven  and  earth  and  hell  are  appealing  for 
help.  The  rich  man  in  perdition  is  still  crying  in 
behalf  of  his  perishing  brethren. 

"Let  us  go"  has  lost  none  of  its  authority  and 
pathos  and  emphasis;  and  it  still  means  sacrifice 
yourself  for  the  salvation  of  the  lost.  "  Lo,  /  am 
with  you  a/way,  enen  unto  the  end."  You  do  not  work 
alone  in  Washington;  the  Omnipotent  Godman  is 
as  really  in  your  heart  and  in  your  environments  as 
He  is  on  the  throne  of  the  universe.  Let  the  word 
"not"  in  I  Cor.  2:  2,  be  the  big  negative  in  your 
vocabulary.  And  let  the  word  "\save,"  in  the  same 
verse,  be  your  supreme  affirmative.  Then  will 
men  and  angels  and  devils  know  that  your  home  is 
in  2  Cor.  5:  20,  and  Gal.  2:  20.  Christians  are 
Christ  conlinued,  God  in  the  flesh  freshly  exhibited 
for  the  winning  of  souls  by  the  sacrifice  of  love. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa 


NEW  CREATURE. 


"  IF  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  is  a  new  creature:  old  things 
hnve  passed  away;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new." — 2 
C.,r.  5:  17. 

We  are  glad  for  the  phrase  "any  man."  This 
implies  that  the  religion  of  Christ  is  as  broad  as 
the  human  race,  and  that  "  whosoever  will  may 
come  and  partake  of  the  waters  of  life." 

"  In  Christ  "  is  a  phrase  of  very  common  occur- 
rence in  the  New  Covenant,  as  "  The  dead  in  Christ 
shall  rise  first."  "Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die 
in  the  Lord."  Paul  tells  us  how  we  get  into  Christ. 
*■  Know  ye  not  that  so  many  of  us  as  were  baptized 
into  Christ,"  etc.  Rom.  6;  3.  "  For  as  many  of 
you  as  have  been  baptized  into  Christ  have  put  on 
Christ."  Gal.  3:  27.  Thus  we  find  baptism,  hav- 
ing the  proper  prerequisites,  is  the  way  into  Christ. 
"  He  is  a  new  creature."  We  have  other  expres- 
sions that  convey  about  the  same  meaning  as  "  new 
creature;"  as  "hidden  man  of  the  heart."  I  Pet. 
3:  4.  "  New  man."  Eph.  4:  24.  "  Inward  man." 
2  Cor.  4;  16. 

I  do  not  understand  that,  in  the  phrase  "  new 
creature,"  Paul  had  reference  to  the  physical 
man,  but  to  the  spiritual,  and  yet,  in  some  instances, 
the  physical  man  is  renewed.  Take  for  illustra- 
tion the  inebriate,  analyze  his  blood,  bones  and 
muscles,  and  they  will  be  found  to  partake,  to  some 
extent,  of  the  alcohol  that  is  drank.  If  he  is  con- 
verted and  becomes  a  new  creature,  his  body  will 
be  built  up  of  healthy  food  without  alcohol,  and, 
of  course,  will  be  renewed.  But  the  primary  re- 
newing is  of  the  spirit.  Jesus  said,  "  Except  a  man 
be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  John  3:  5.  "  Born 
of  God."  John  1:  13.  "Being  born  again,  not  of 
corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  Word 
of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  forever."  1  Pet. 
1:23.  We  understand  "born  of  God,"  "born  of 
the  Spirit,"  and  "born  of  the  Word  of  God,  to  be 
synonymous  expressions. 

Paul  says  of  persons  thus  born,  that  they  are 
"  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  mind,"  Eph.  4;  23, 
that  they  are  "  spiritually  minded,"  Rom.  8:  6. 
The  "  new  man "  has  its  counterpart  in  the  ex- 
pressions, "old  man,"  Col.  3;  9;  Eph.  4;  22; 
"  carnal  mind,"  Rom.  8:  7.  The  person  thus  re- 
newed is  converted  and  regenerated,  is  a  child  of 
God,  is  a  "  partaker  of  the  divine  nature,"  and  will 
now  produce  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  instead  of 
walking  in  the  flesh.  Some  of  the  things  once 
loved  are  now  hated,  and  some  of  the  things  once 
hated,  are  now  loved.  He  will  now  try  to  fill  his 
place  in  God's  way,  in  every  relation  of  life,  wheth- 


er it  be  to  God  or  the  church,  or  as  neighbor  or 
in  the  family,  everywhere  he  will  show  his  fidelity. 
He  now  sustains  a  new  relation  to  God  and  can 
truly  call  God  his  father  (see  Rom.  8;  15),  and  God 
recognizes  him  as  a  son  (see  1  John  3:  1,  2;  2  Cor. 
6:  18). 

He  now  has  a  new  treasure;  he  lays  up  treasures 
in  heaven.  He  has  new  hopes.  His  hopes  were  of 
this  world  only,  now  they  go  beyond  this  world 
and  are  an  anchor  to  his  soul.  He  has  new  inspira- 
tions to  prompt  him  and  encourage  him  through 
life,  and  realizes  that  to  be  spiritually  minded  is  life 
and  peace.  He  is  one  of  God's  lights,  reflecting 
the  light  of  Jesus  before  a  godless  world,  is  a 
means  of  constraining  others  to  glorify  our  Father 
in  heaven,  and  the  end  of  such  a  new  creature  is 
eternal  life. 

Mi/ford,  lnd. 


THE  AOAPE  AND  THE  EUCHARIST. 

BY   T.   T.    MYERS. 

Last  summer  it  was  my  privilege  to  attend  a 
series  of  lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
on  Early  Church  History,  by  Dr.  Thomas  J. 
Shahan,  of  the  Catholic  University  at  Washington. 
The  doctor  handled  the  subject  with  marked  abil- 
ity. His  lectures  were  intensely  interesting  and 
highly  profitable  to  students  of  church  history. 

He  was  emphatic  in  the  statement  that  in  the 
early  church  the  agape  and  the  Eucharist  were 
always  observed  in  connection  with  each  other,  as 
instituted  by  Christ.  All  church  historians  of  any 
note  agree  with  this  statement. 

Dr.  Shahan  gave  what  he  considered  three  prob- 
able reasons  for  the  separation  of  the  agape  from 
the  Eucharist,  and  the  final  discontinuance  of  the 
observance  of  the  former  ordinance. 

1.  As  a  means  of  protection.  It  is  well  known  that 
the  church  for  the  first  two  or  three  hundred  years 
after  Christ  suffered  very  severe  persecutions. 
Most  of  the  services  had  to  be  held  in  secret.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  the  saints  frequently  assembled 
;  underground  room,  as  in  the  Catacombs 
at  Rome.  It  was  necessary  for  the  followers  of 
Christ  to  keep  themselves  secluded  and  quiet,  if 
they  would  avoid  persecution.  Observing  the 
agape  in  the  evening,  when  lights  were  necessary, 
would  make  them  to  be  easily  detected  and  thus 
lead  to  their  persecution.  In  consequence  of  this, 
they  concluded  to  have  their  meetings  in  the  morn- 
ing and  then  only  observe  the  Eucharist. 

While  this  was,  no  doubt,  one  of  the  principal 
causes  for  the  innovation,  the  change,  however,  was 
not  sudden  and  universal,  but  gradual  and  section- 
al. There  were  the  faithful  few  who  dared  to  fol- 
low the  teachings  of  Christ,  in  the  very  face  of 
persecution  and  death.  There  were  those  who  were 
willing  to  trust  for  their  safety,  those  who  knew 
that  he  was  able  to  keep  them  unto  whom  they 
had  committed  themselves. 

But  grant  that  the  change  became  general,  for 
their  protection  in  the  time  of  great  trial,  surely 
■we  cannot  make  that  plea  now.  We  are  in  a  fav- 
ored time  and  a  favored  land  and  can  assemble 
unmolested  to  observe  the  teachings  of  Christ. 
The  only  plausible  reason  that  can  be  given  by 
Christian  people  at  the  present  time,  for  not  ob- 
serving the  agape  or  Lord's  Supper,  is  an  indif- 
ference to  the  observance  of  the  ordinances  of 
God's  house. 

2.  The  agape  was  discontinued  to  emphasize  in  the 
minds  of  the  communicants  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
Christ.  This  is  equal  to  saying  that  man  can  im- 
prove on  God's  plans  and  methods.  If  the  early 
church  took  this  position  she  stepped  into  a  grave 
error,  just  as  persons  to-day  step  into  error,  who 
take  a  similar  position.  There  were  always  those 
who  thought  they  knew  better  than  God,  what  was 
for  man's  good,  and  who  thought  they  knew  better 
than  God,  what  would  be  most  pleasing  to  him. 
Such  people  are  to  be  found  now. 

Saul  thought  he  knew  better  than  God.  He  was 
told  to  slay  the  Amalekites  utterly,— man,  woman 
and  beast,    But  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to 


spare  the  best  of  the  cattle  and  of  the  sheen 
sacrifice    unto   the    Lord.      Samuel   said    to    V 
"  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt  offerin   ' 
and  sacrifices,  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord? 
Behold,   to   obey   is   better   than   sacrifice,   and 
hearken  than  the  fat  of  rams." 

Peter  needed  to  be  taught  a  lesson  of  submissio 
and  obedience.  When  the  Lord  came  to  him  iQ 
wash  his  feet,  he  said;  "Thou  shalt  never  wash  mv 
feet."  Jesus  answered  him,  "  If  I  wash  thee  not 
thou  hast  no  part  with  me."  Then  Peter  answered 
"  Lord,  not  my  feet  only,  but  also  my  hands  and 
my  head."  But  Jesus  said  to  him,  "  He  that  is 
washed  needeth  not  save  to  wash  his  feet."  Christ 
evidently  wanted  to  impress  Peter  with  the  fact 
that  if  he  desired  to  please  his  Lord  he  must  be 
submissive  and  obedient.  Surely  they  do  err  who 
think  that  they  can  be  more  pleasing  to  God  by 


dropping  some  of  hi: 
give  others  special  er 
than  sacrifice." 

3.   The  discontinuance 
its  abuse  in  the  church. 


ordinances  with 


view  to 


iphasis.     "  To  obey  is  better 


;/  the  agape  was  a  result  of 
t  is  evident  that  great  dis- 
order crept  into  the  Corinthian  church  in  the  hold- 
ing of  their  love  feasts.  This  the  apostle  Paul 
endeavors  to  correct.  Notice,  he  does  not  say  that 
they  shall  discontinue  their  feasts  but  that  they 
shall  hold  them  with  proper  order.  "  When  ye 
come  together,  therefore,  into  one  place,  this  is 
not  to  eat  the  Lord's  Supper.  For  in  eating  every 
one  taketh  before  other  his  own  supper;  and  one 
is  hungry  and  another  is  drunken.  Wherefore, 
my  brethren,  when  ye  come  together  to  eat,  tarry 
one  for  another."  The  above  instructions  of  the 
Apostle  are  to  the  effect  that  the  Lord's  Supper 
should  be  eaten  by  all  together,  at  the  same  time, 
ent  that  a  good  thing  should  not  be 
g  way,  or  that 
ne  abuse 
e  is  abused,  and 
ght,  with  equal 
:  sacred  institu- 


h  0:1 


some  d' 
a  good  thing  be  discontinued 
it,  is  a  poor  argument.     The  ho 
the  marriage  tie  is  abused.    We  r 
propriety,  then,   contend  that  the 
tions   be    discontinued.       Christ    sw.     "  ivr„«„, 

cause  of  the  hardness  of  your  hearts,  suffered 
to  put  away  your  wives:  but  from  the  beginning  it 
was  not  so." 

So  with  the  agape  or  Lord's  Supper, — whatever 
may  have  been  the  cause  for  its  separation  from 
the  Eucharist,  and  its  being  dropped  as  a  church 
ordinance,  the  fact  remains  that  in  the  beginning 
it  was  not  so.  This  fact  the  Christian  church  must 
face  at  the  judgment.  To  me,  feet-w«shing,  the 
Lord's  Supper  and  the  Communion  is  a  beautiful 
triune  ordinance,  significant  of  divine  graces  that 
should  impress  the  Christed  heart. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 


OAININQ  ONE'S  BROTHER. 

BY    C.    E.   ARNOLD. 

Christ's  rule  for  the  adjustment  of  offenses,  as 
given  in  Matt.  18:  15-17,  is  one  of  the  rich  treas- 
ures of  the  New  Testament.  I  am  always  im- 
pressed with  the  beauty  and  wisdom  of  this  plan 
whenever  I  hear  this  Scripture  read  for  the  examin- 
ation of  applicants  for  baptism.  But  there  is  an- 
other thought  that  impresses  me  with  solemnity 
on  such  occasions.  That  thought  is,  what  a  failure 
we  often  make  in  performing  our  vow  in  regard  to 
this  "rule  of  life."  Even  when  the  "letter"  of 
the  rule  is  complied  with,  how  often  we  miss  its 
"  spirit!  " 

This  is  the  way  some  of  us  do:  A  brother  has 
offended  us.  In  our  minds  we  have  a  charge 
against  him.  We  take  the  "  first  step,"  according 
to  the  Gospel,— that  is,  according  to  its  wording- 
We  are  quite  likely  to  remind  the  brother  that  we 
are  visiting  him  "  according  to  the  Gospel,  as 
hich  to  set  him  right.    U' 


that 


:  a  club  1 


course  he  does  not  appreciate  this.    The  spir 
which  the  brother  is  approached  is  likely  to  ma^ 
him  think  we  seek  to  gain  a  case  against  him,  ra 
er  than  to  gain  him.     Note  the  object  of  the  wtw^ 
procedure—"  Thou  hast  gained  thy  brother, 
purpose  is  (according  to  the  Gospel)  to  gam 
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brother.  I  fear,  with  us,  it  sometimes  is  to  satisfy 
ourselves  for  the  wrong  we  have  felt  against  the 
brother. 

I  can  now  think  of  nothing  in  the  catalogue  of 
Christian  duty,  which  requires  more  unselfishness 
for  its  successful  working  than  this  "  rule  of  life." 
It  requires  much  grace  to  be  a  disinterested  party, 
from  the  standpoint  of  self,  and  to  act  only  with 
the  purpose  of  gaining  the  brother.  The  very  fact 
that  we  have  been  offended  makes  this  particularly 
difficult. 

May  God  grant  us  understanding  to  appreciate 
the  essence  of  this  beautiful  principle  and  grace  to 
live  in  harmony  with  its  teaching. 

McPherson,  Kans. 


"SEVEN  CHURCHES  OF  ASIA." 

BY   J.    H.    MILLER. 

This  little  book  I  have  read  over  several  times, 
and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  of  much 
more  value  than  many  think. 

Undoubtedly,  John  was  instructed  to  write  to 
those  "Seven  Churches,"  to  give  us  the  condition 
of  the  church  from  that  day  until  now.  This  book, 
like  the  Bible,  will  bear  reading  over  and  over. 
Indeed,  Bro.  Miller  did  a  noble  woik  in  presenting 
to  the  church  such  an  instructive  work.  When  we 
learn  what  brought  about  the  downfall  of  six  of 
those  churches,  it  is  a  lesson  to  us.  The  church  of 
Philadelphia,  alone,  was  commended.  Primitive 
Christian  baptism  is  found  in  the  Greek  church, 
there,  to-day.  Bishops,  ministers  and  several 
thousand  members  all  claim  the  triune  form  of 
baptism  as  the  apostolic  mode.  This  settles  all 
controversy.  Every  family  in  the  Brotherhood 
should  have  one  of  these  books.* 

Goshen,  Irid. 


honor  of  God  and  his  holy  Word,  are  such  as  will 
justify  us  in  the  sight  of  all  heaven. 

If  we  consider  well  the  Scripture,  heading  this 
article,  as  the  full  import  dawns  upon  us,  we  will 
pray  as  we  never  did  before,  "  Let  the  words  of  my 
mouth  and  the  meditations  of  my  heart  be  accept- 
able in  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  my  strength  and  my  Re- 
deemer." The  Christian  has  something  so  much 
better  than  idle  words,  or  vain  amusements,  if  only 
he  would  consider.  Why  feed  on  chaff  when  wheat 
is  plenty? 

Why,  O,  why  condemn  your  own  soul  when  the 
way  is  clearly  pointed  out  how  it  may  be  justified? 
There  is  an  old  adage  which  says,  "  speech  is  silver 
and  silence  is  golden."  Would  it  not  be  well  to 
remain  silent  sometimes,  even  at  the  expense  of 
being  considered  unsocial,  than  to  utter  streams  of 
useless,  idle  words? 

Ottawa,  Kans. 


*The  book  may  be  ordered  from  the  Brethren's  Publishing 
Co.,  Mt.  Morris,  111.    Price,  Si.oo. 


•  IDLE  WORDS.' 


BY   FANNY   MORROW. 

"  And  I  say  unto  you,  That  every  idle  word  that  men  shall 
speak,  they  shall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment."—Matt.  12:  36. 

The  above  plain  language  was  used  by  our  Sav- 
ior Jesus  Christ,  and,  like  all  of  his  words,  it  is 
serious  and  full  of  meaning.  Let  us  read  them 
over  again,  as  in  the  light  of  God's  flaming  counte- 
nance. Let  us  weigh  each  one  as  in  the  balance 
of  God's  eternal  truth.  Christian  men  and  women, 
brethren  and  sisters,  has  the  full  meaning  of  this 
solemn  declaration  ever  been  correctly  considered 
by  each  one  of  us? 

In  the  following  verse  he  says,  "  For  by  thy 
words  thou  shalt  be  justified,  and  by  thy  words 
thou  shalt  be  condemned." 

Our  words!  How  lightly  they  are  considered! 
How  glibly  they  roll  from  the  tongue,  yet  how  far- 
reaching  the  consequences!  What  volumes  must 
be  filled  daily,  by  the  recording  angel,  with  "idle 
words,"  there  to  condemn  the  ones  who  utter  them 
in  that  great  "  day  of  all  days  "  ? 

What  are  "idle  words"?  Words  that  are  of  no 
use,— such  as  jesting  and  foolish  talking,  such  as 
'he  Apostle  Paul  warns  against  in  the  same  cata- 
logue with  many  other  dark  sins.  Eph.  5.  Idle 
words  are  unkind,  unloving  words, — unnecessary 
criticisms  of  people's  ways,  looks  and  words,  fault- 
finding or  needless  repeating  the  faults  of  others 
m  their  absence. 

These  are  some  of  the  idle  words  in  daily  use. 
Do  not  the  Scriptures  teach  us  to  go  to  an  erring 
one  and  kindly  tell  him  of  his  faults?  "  O,  but," 
says  some  one,  "  it  is  a  delicate  matter  to  tell  a  per- 
son of  his  faults."  Very  true,  but  the  way  of  duty  is 
the  only  way  of  safety,  and  God  will  take  care  of 
results.  Words  of  counsel  and  encouragement, 
words  of  good  humor  and  good  cheer  are  useful, 
because  they  bless  human  hearts,  and  are,  as  the 
wise  man  tells  us,  "  like  apples  of  gold  in  pictures 
°f  silver."      Words   spoken   for  Jesus,   spoken  in 


ORGANIC  SECRECY. 


BY   I.   N.  H.    BEAHM. 


Charity,  —  What  opportunity  for  helping  th 
needy  should  I  have  in  the  lodge,  which  I  do  not 
already  have  in  the  Christian  church? 

Popularity. — If  I  do  my  Christian  duty,  will  not 
all  good  men  respect  me? 

The  Oath, — ( 1 )  Does  the  lodgeman  assist  the 
needy  because  he  has  sworn  to  do  so?  If  so,  what 
is  the  credit?  (2)  Does  the  lodgeman,  independ- 
ent of  the  oath,  render  needed  assistance  because 
of  conscious  duty?    Then  of  what  force  is  the  oath? 

Origin. — The  organic  secrecy  of  the  lodge  system, 
whence  is  it?     Of  Christ  or  of  men? 

Winchester,  Va. 


When  King  David  got  into  trouble  and  could  not 
see  his  way  clear,  he  was  wont  to  say:  "  This  one 
thing  I  do;  I  wait  on  the  Lord."  In  our  impa- 
tience, we  are  unwilling  to  await  the  ripening  of  the 
purposes  of  God.  We  wonder  again  and  again 
why  it  is  that  the  great  Jehovah  permits  wick- 
ed men  to  rule  the  earth,  and  why  he  does 
not  immediately  crush  the  oppressor  and  let 
the  captive  go  free.  If  we  could  see  the  end 
from  the  beginning  as  God  sees  it,  we  could  then 
know  that  the  thing  will  surely  come  to  pass. 


^THE  t  SUNDAY  t  SCHOOL^- 


LESSON  LIOHT-PLASHES. 
Solomon's  Sin — 1  Kings  11:  4-13. 

(Lesson  for  Dec.  6, 1806.) 

For  the  last  four  months  we  have  been  looking 
into  the  lives  of  David  and  Solomon,  the  two  great- 
est kings  of  Israel.  Lesson  after  lesson  we  have 
been  studying  their  characters  as  men  who  were 
recognized  of  God  because  of  their  devotedness  to 
him.  Their  histories  are  not  such  as  arc  given  of 
the  great  men  of  the  world,  setting  forth  only  the 
great  deeds  which  they  did,  but  the  bad  ones,  as 
well,  so  that  we  are  thus  enabled  to  form  a  true  es- 
timate of  their  lives  and  characters.  In  the  sum- 
ming up  of  their  lives  our  lessons  are  drawn  from 
both  sides, — we  are  encouraged  to  follow  after  the 
good  and  warned  to  reject  the  bad. 

They  both  come  into  greatness  and  cower  as  the 
morning  sun  sheds  his  brightness  over  the  mountain 
top,  the  hills  and  vales,  from  a  cloudless  sky.  And 
as  we  follow  them  through  so  much  brightness  and 
splendor,  it  does  seem  sad  that  we  must  see  them 
go  down  in  the  evening  of  life,  through  the  mists 
and  clouds  of  sin. 

On  our  last  evening,  in  view  of  the  Holy 
Land,  as  our  ship  was  anchored  in  the,  at  that 
time,  quiet  harbor  of  Joppa,  the  sun  was  sink- 
ing in  a  cloudless  sky,  behind  the  Judean  hills. 
We  looked  eastward  to  catch  the  last  glimmer- 
ing rays  as  they  kissed  their  evening  farewell  to 
the  steeples  and  domes  of  the  Holy  City.  Then 
came    the    sad    thought    of  desecration.    On  the 


Holy  Mount,  where  once  stood,  in  all  its  resplend- 
ent beauty,  the  temple  of  God,  now  stands  the 
Mosque  of  Omar,  while  alongside  of  the  city  walls 
are  seen  the  motley  crowd  of  God-forsaken  Israel, 
ig  at  the  outgrowth  of  their  sins.  As  we 
gave  our  last  look  through  the  mists  of  growing 
darkness,  towards  the  place  around  which  so  much 
Bible  interest  clusters,  the  thought  came  to  us:  Is 
not  the  whole  scene,  taken  in  at  a  grasp,  a  repro- 
duction of  the  lives  of  these  great  men?  Israel 
came  forth,  as  David  and  Solomon,  in  the  beauty 
of  the  brightness  of  the  Divine  Image.  To-day  she 
is  old,  and,  because  of  her  sins,  is  going  down  in  the 
clouds  of  sin  and  darkness,  as  did  her  representa- 
tives, David  and  Solomon. 

O,  how  sad  the  picture, — yet  a  true  one!  So 
they  lived,  and  so  they  died,  and  we  are  not  to  do 
our  measuring  and  summing  from  their  beginnings 
and  endings,  but  to  make  an  aggregation  of  the 
whole. 

Just  what  the  last  years  of  Solomon  were,  we  are 
not  told  more  than  by  inference.  For  forty  years 
he  was  king  over  Israel,  and  his  reign,  on  the 
whole,  was  a  grand  one,  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe.  After  this  narrative  is  completed,  we 
have  this  as  a  conclusion:  "And  the  rest  of  Solo- 
mon, and  all  that  he  did,  and  his  wisdom,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  the  acts  of  Solomon?" 

As  wisdom  is  connected  with  the  things  he  did, 
we  have  good  grounds  in  believing  that,  in  his  last 
days,  he  again  fully  turned  his  heart  to  the  Lord, 
and,  during  this  time,  gave  to  the  world  the  proverbs 
of  his  life. 

As  we  look  at  the  character  of  Solomon's  sin, 
and  how  it  was  brought  about,  we  don't  need  to 
wonder  that  he  fell.  Seven  hundred  wives  would 
surely  be  a  terrible  multiplication  of  temptations, 
even  if  they  had  been  within  the  limits  of  an  allow- 
able choice.  But  such  a  combined  force  of  tempta- 
tion was  beyond  the  power  of  rejection,  even  for 
one  who  was  filled  with  wisdom. 

One  of  the  lessons  we  may  learn  from  the  cir- 
cumstances is,  that  the  wiles  of  the  devil  are  great- 
er than  the  force  of  human  wisdom.  Solomon, 
though  his  wisdom  was  great,  overtaxed  his  re- 
sources and  he  was  overcome.  At  first  he  was 
weak  and  humble,  but  as  he  grew  older,  he  leaned 
less  on  God  and  more  on  himself.  He  gloried  in 
his  own  strength,  and  ventured  out  beyond  the  lim- 
its prescribed  for  him  by  the  Lord.  The  heathen 
and  idolatrous  webs  of  charm  and  beauty  were,  one 
after  another,  thrown  around  him,  till  his  locks 
were  shorn  and  his  strength  gone.  His  wives 
turned  away  his  heart  after  other  gods,  and  his 
heart  was  not  perfect  with  the  Lord  his  God.  How 
could  it  be?  A  heart  partly  filled  with  sin  can 
never  be  perfect  with  the  Lord,  because  he  says: 
"Give  me  thine  whole  heart." 

The  forces  of  sin  and  the  power  of  God  will  not 
combine.  The  one  is  antagonistic  to  the  other. 
So  it  was,  that,  while  Solomon  was  building  houses 
and  altars  for  his  idolatrous  wives,  he  was  getting 
loose  from  the  Lord  and  his  protecting  power.  We 
must  never  tempt  the  Lord  by  trying  to  see  how 
far  in  sin  we  can  go  without  being  overcome.  This 
was  Solomon's  sin,  and,  too  often,  it  is  ours.  We 
measure  our  strength  with  the  enemy  too  often  and 
too  long,  and,  before  we  are  aware  of  it,  we  are 
caught  fast  in  the  meshes  of  sin,  and  awaken  to  our 
true  condition  only  after  we  are  overcome. 

Then  follows  the  result:  "And  the  Lord  was 
angry  with  Solomon  because  his  heart  was  turned 
away  from  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  which  had  ap- 
peared unto  him  twice."  If  we  go  away  from  the 
Lord  it  is  not  because  he  wants  us  to  go,  or  that  we 
go  without  his  warning  love.  Once,— twice,— he 
appeared  to  Solomon  in  his  downward  course,  but 
he  heeded  not  the  call,  realized  not  his  condition 
until  the  calamities  of  sin  hemmed  and  hedged  him 
about  in  such  a  way  as  left  no  chance  for  escape. 

See  to  it  that  we  do  not  follow  in  the  same 
course.  If  the  best  and  wisest  of  men  fall  through 
temptation,  the  lesson  to  us  is,  avoid  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  evil,  and  let  our  daily  prayer  be,  "  Lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil." 

H.  B.  B. 


7?S 


t:h::h:  acsP"EL  messbngeh. 


November  28,  rg, 


-^THE  *  YOUNG  *  PEOPLED 


OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    of    Heading;. 

l-IUS  I     YEA  it. 

I,  "Crisis  of  Missions,"  cloth,  $1.04;  paper, 34  cents 

i.  "Life  ol  A.  Judson."  cloth.  17  cents;  pnper is  cents, 

1.  "Our  Country,"  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper sg  cents, 

4.  "Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth 83  ccnts 

HEVONO    YEA  It. 

5.  "  Miracles  of  Missions,"  cloth,  R*  cents:  paper U  cents, 

6.  "Memoir  ol  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  27  cents:  paper IS  cents. 

7.  Cannibals  of  New  Guinea,"  cloth 7°  cents, 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teachlnjt,"  cloth <>S  cents. 

Till  It  It     YEAH. 

9.  "  Dlvino  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth , *'  « 

10.  "Life  of  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth 70  ccnts. 

11.  "  Do  Not  Say,"  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch.  13-aS 10  cents. 

11.  "In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book,"  cloth.  68  cents;  paper 33  cents. 

■^-Prices,  ns  (riven  above,  are  lor  member*  ol  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

Executive  Committer  op  Rhading  Circlr,— W.  B.  Stover.  Bulsar, 
India;  H.  M.  Barwfck,  West  Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  Waynes- 
boro. Pa..  Edith  K.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Pn.;  J.  M.  Neff.  Frultdalc.  Ala. 

Officers  of  Reading  Circlb. -President.  W,  B.  Stover  Bulsar,  Ind.; 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Bnkor,  Wnynesboro,  Pa.;  Secretary,  Edith  R.  New- 

Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  nil  orders  loi  books  should    be 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  111. 

TO-DAY. 

Lo,  here  hath  been  dawning  another  blue  day. 
Think,  wilt  thou  let  it  slip  useless  away? 
Out  of  eternity  this  new  day  is  born; 
Into  eternity  at  night  will  return. 
Behold  it  aforetime  no  eye  ever  did, 
So  soon  it  forever  from  all  eyes  is  hid. 
Here  hath  been  dawning  another  blue  day, 
Think,  wilt  thou  let  it  slip  useless  away? 

—  Thomas  Carlyie. 
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unce  the   following 


572,  Will  G.  Nycc,  Royerstord,  Pa.;  573,  Mattie 
E.  Delp,  Conrad,  Iowa;  574,  E.  K.  Hochstetler, 
Pocahontas,  Pa.;  575,  Clara  G.  Rieman,  Berlin, 
Somerset  Co.,  Pa.;  576,  Laura  Smucker,  Timber- 
ville,  Va.;  577,  Edna  I.  Keeney,  Huntingdon,  Pa.; 
578.  Mrs.  N.  R.  Baker,  Citronelle,  Ala.;  579,  Bertha 
Miller  Neher,  Fruitdale,  Ala.;  580,  Lena  E.  Otto. 
Sharpsburg,  Md.;  581,  Tena  Whisler,  North  Liber- 
ty, Knox  Co.,  Ohio. 

To  our  list  of  local  secretaries,  we  add  the  names 
of  Mrs.  Wealthy  Burkholder,  Newburg,  Pa.,  and 
Miss  Mary  Sloner,  South  English,  Iowa. 

This  week  Bro.  G.  A.  Snider  gives  us  some 
"Thoughts  for  Those  who  Think,"  as  he  has  found 
them  in  the  "  Noil-such  Professor."  Such  articles 
greatly  help  to  make  this  department  of  our  dear 
Messenger  what  it  ought  to  be.  Some  months 
ago  Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  suggested  to  me  in  a  private 
letter  that  I  write  personal  letters  to  a  number  of 
Circle  readers,  asking  them  to  contribute  to  our 
Reading  Circle  page,  assigning  each  a  subject. 
This  was  a  good  suggestion  and  one  that  I  fully 
intended  to  follow,  but  owing  to  the  multitude 
of  other  duties  I  have  made  but  few  personal 
calls  for  contributions,  and  hence  we  have  had  but 
few  articles  from  others  that  were  written  espe- 
cially for  this  department.  And  now,  lest  this 
matter  be  longer  delayed,  I  am  going  to  make  calls 
for  a  few  articles  through  the  Messenger.  I  want 
to  receive  a  short  article  from  Bro.  H.  M.  Barwick, 
one  from  Bro.  James  Z  Gilbert,  one  from  sister 
Mary  Oiler,  and  one  from  sister  Ella  Brumbaugh, 
drawing  practical  lessons  from  some  incident  in  the 
life  of  Judson,  Moffat  or  Morrison.  Take  ytfur 
choice  of  men,  select  your  choice  of  incidents,  and 
express  your  choice  of  thoughts. 

Let  us  have  an  article  from  Bro.  M.  M.  Sherrick, 
based  upon  some  thought,  suggestion,  or  incident 
with  which  he  was  impressed  in  the  reading  of  the 
"Crisis  of  Missions,"  Let  Bro,  John  R,  Snyder 
ttll  111  something  about  the  list  book  ol  the  nouree. 


"  In  the  Volume  of  the  Book."     Please  send  these 
articles  to  me   at   Covington,   Ohio.    The   sooner 
they  are  received,  the  better  we  shall  be  pleased. 
We  shall  call  for  others  soon. 
Below  we  give  a  few 

EXTRACTS  FROM  LETTRRS. 

An  earnest  young  brother  from  the  West,  Bro. 
Royal  E.  Eisenbise,  of  Morrill,  Kans.,  writes;  "  I 
have  read  the  first  two  books  and  am  reading  the 
third  now.  I  feel  a  deeper  interest  in  the  work 
and  have  resolved  to  do  more  along  this  line  in  the 
future  than  I  have  in  the  past.  I  am  made  to  real- 
ize that  we  as  a  church  are  doing  far  too  little  for 
missions.  I  hope  that  we  may  be  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  our  duty.  May  God  bless  the  efforts  put 
forth  by  the  Circle  and  make  it  a  power  for  good." 

"  I  feel  a  deeper  interest."  "I  have  resolved  to 
do  more."  I  am  so  glad  for  these  words  from  our 
dear  young  brother  and  for  similar  ones  from  so 
many  others.  This  deepening  interest  and  these 
resolutions  to  do  more  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  are 
significant,  and  (shall  we  not  confidently  hope?) 
will  become  widely  effectual  in  a  few  years  in  the 
extension  of  the  Master's  kingdom.  It  is  such  re- 
sults as  these  that  the  Circle  work  is  producing  in 
many  hearts.  Let  the  good  work  go  on,  0  Lord, 
till  thy  kingdom  come! 

.  From  Myerstown,  Pa.,  sister  Mary  Zug  writes:  "  I 
have  completed  reading  the  books  of  the  Reading 
Circle,  and  feel  that  I  have  been  greatly  benefited 
thereby.  I  will  do  all  I  can  to  get  others  interest- 
ed, and  will  loan  my  books  to  any  one  who  will 
read  them." 

I  hope  twelve  of  sister  Zug's  neighbors  will  read 
this  and  then  go  to  her  at  once  to  borrow  a  book. 
If  she  has  the  entire  set  of  books  she  can  accom- 
modate you  all  in  one  day,  so  don't  hesitate  to  go; 
especially  since  she  has  voluntarily  made  the  offer. 

Sister  Zug  asks:  "  Could  not  another  course  be 
prescribed?"  If  Bro,  Stover  shall  not  have  done 
his  part  of  the  work  on  that  advanced  course  of 
missionary  and  Bible  reading  when  this  reaches 
him,  1  hope  it  will  stir  him  up  to  get  it  ready 
soon.  While  he  rests  from  Gujerati  let  him  tell  us 
what  to  read  in  English.  Many  have  thanked  him 
for  the  first  course;  many  will  thank  him  for  a  sec- 
ond. But  let  us  hope  to  hear  others  speak  next 
week.  _  

THOUGHTS  FOR  THOSE  WHO  THINK. 


1.  The  water  without  the  ship  may  toss  it;  but  it 
is  the  water  in  the  ship  which  sinks  it. 

2.  The  first  singular  action  of  sanctified  Chris- 
tians is,   to  do   much   good  and  make  but    little 

3.  Jehu  only  made  religion  a  stirrup,  to  mount 
upon  the  saddle  of  popularity. — Sounding  souls  are 
seldom  souls  that  are  sound. 

4.  One  flaw  in  a  diamond  diminishes  both  its 
splendor  and  value.  Where  self  is  the  end  of  our 
actions,  there  Satan  is  the  rewarder  of  them. 

5.  Saints  should  resemble  a  spire  steeple,  smallest 
where  it  is  highest.  Usually  the  greatest  boasters 
are  the  smallest  workers. 

6.  To  shine  is  not  enough.  A  glow-worm  will  do 
so;  to  burr,  is  not  enough,  a  fire-brand  will  do  so. 
Light  without  heat  does  but  little  good;  and  heat 
without  light  does  much  harm. 

7.  A  man  may  suffer  without  sinning;  but  he  can- 
not sin  without  suffering. 

8.  Christ  without  worldly  honor,  is  better  than 
worldly  honor  without  Christ. 

9.  A  Chiistian  should  be  a  servant  to  all  in  hu- 
mility. A  believer  is  like  a  vessel  cast  into  the  sea, 
—the  more  it  fills,  the  more  it  sinks. 

10.  Pride  is  a  sinner's  torment,  but  humility  is  a 
saint's  ornament.  The  cloth  of  humility  should  al- 
ways be  worn  on  the  back  of  Christianity. 

11.  We  live  by  dying  to  ourselves:  and  die  by 
living  to  ourselves. 

I  a.  The  skillful  bee  gather*  the  bent  honey  from 
the  bitterest  herb», 


13.  The  more  a  stone  is  wounded  by  the  hand  „f 
the  engraver,  the  greater  beauty  is  superinduccd 
thereon. 

14.  Inward   diseases   are   least  visible,    and 
most  fatal. 

15.  Sin  in  the  soul,  is  like  Jonah  in  the  ship;  jt 
turns  the  smoothest  water  into  a  troubled  ocean. 

16.  When  men's  estates  are  lifted  up  it  is  but  too 
common  for  men's  hearts  to  be  puffed  up. 

17.  The  way  to  ascend  is  to  descend;  the  deeper 
a  tree  roots,  the  wider  do  its  branches  spread. 

18.  The  more  prosperity  man  enjoys,  the  more 
humility  God  enjoins.  Those  trees  bend  the  most 
freely  which  bear  the  most  fully. 

Harrod,  Ohio. 


MANNER  OF  COMPOSITION  OF  0REAT  WRITERS. 

In  an  editorial  in  the  Minneapolis  Times  we  find 
gathered  together,  in  close  compass,  some  charac- 
teristics of  many  well-known  authors: 

"Vathek.'a  small  volume  of  over  two  hundred 
pages,  was  written  at  one  sitting,  when  Beckwith 
was  only  twenty-two  years  of  age.  It  was  a  won- 
derful Arabian  romance,  and  is  universally  conced. 
ed  a  place  among  the  classics  of  the  English  lan- 
guage. There  was  '  Rasselas,'  written  within  a 
week;  Fenelon's  '  Telemachus  '  was  composed  with- 
in three  months,  and  Adam  Smith  used  to  dictate 
to  an  amanuensis  as  he  walked  about  his  study, 
But  these  are  exceptions.  The  greatest  literary 
compositions,  as  a  rule,  are  wrought  out  with  the 
most  painstaking  care  and  laborious  solicitude. 

"  Southey,  who  had  his  twenty-four  hours  divided 
off  with  scrupulous  exactness,  considered  that  he 
had  done  his  day's  work  when  he  had  written  four 
quarto  pages  of  history.  Macaulay  laid  out  a  plan 
for  his  History  of  England,  under  which  it  required 
two  years  of  solid  work  and  the  '  turning  over  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pamphlets.'  '  When  the 
materials  are  ready,'  he  says,  '  and  the  history  | 
mapped  out  in  my  mind,  I  ought  to  write  on  an/av- 
erage  two  of  my  pages  daily.'  George  Eliot's 
daily  task  was  said  to  be  four  pages.  Howells  is 
said  to  have  written  the  life  of  Lincoln  from  the 
proof-sheets,  and  R.  H.  Stoddard  composes  with 
equal  slowness.  Addison  was  careful  about  the 
little  minutije  of  style.  Balzac,  the  greatest  of 
French  novelists,  did  not  begrudge  a  whole  week 
to  a  page,  and  the  poet  Gray  wrote  with  similar 
care  and  fastidiousness.  Huet,  the  famous  arch- 
bishop of  Avranches,  worked  but  six  or  seven  hours 
a  day  in  composition  and  then  gave  up  from  fa- 
tigue. He  wrote  in  that  time  three  or  four  pages. 
Of  Thackeray's  style,  a  contemporary  says:  'It 
was  the  result  of  the  most  careful  and  discriminat- 
ing study.'  Wilkie  Collins  was  another  very  care- 
ful and  slow  writer.  He  would  spend  hours  upon  a 
page.  Tasso's  manuscripts,  now  preserved,  are 
nearly  illegible  from  the  number  of  the  corrections, 
and  a  page  of  Pope's  translation  of  Homer  is  said 
to  look  as  if  the  traditional  spider  had  wandered 
across  it.  When  Pascal  was  at  work  on  '  Provencal 
Letters,'  he  frequently  devoted  three  weeks  to  a 
single  page.  Some  of  the  letters  he  recommenced 
seven  or  eight  times.  Hume  was  always  correct- 
ing—each new  edition  differing  from  the  preceding. 
The  ancients  were  as  careful  in  their  work.  Is"" 
crates  was  employed  ten  years  on  one  of  his  works. 
Pericles'  oration  was  the  result  of  the  most  careful 
study,  and  Mr.  Everett  was  charged  with  having 
studied  it  in  turn  when  he  was  called  upon  to  de- 
liver the  Gettysburg  oration.  Virgil  worked  elev- 
en years  on  the  '  yEneid,'  and  pronounced  it  imper- 
feet  at  the  end  of  that  time.  What  lessons  of  in- 
dustry and  patience  and  care  these  teach!" — Liter- 
ary Digest. 

The  Princess  of  Wales,  who  was  brought  up  'n 
the  most  democratic  fashion  by  the  sensible  Danis 
King,  has  found  that  actually  milking  cows  a^ 
Sandrlngham  and  superintending  the  dairy  gw 
her  better  health  than  all  the  medicines  of  «" 
■eurl  physioian. 


November  28.  1896. 

General  Missionary  a  Tract  Department 

F   EBV.  Chairman Booth  Kansas. 

n   L  Miller.  Vice-Chainnan  and  Treasurer, .  .  Mount  Morris,  III, 

5  F.  SANGER Bridgewater.  Va. 

«t  R   Zuc Mastersonville,  Pa. 

ISAAC  FRANTZ Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

— I^AlTmoney  and  correspondence  intended  for  any  of  the  missions  un- 
^Gcneral  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 
i  Tract   Committee,    Mount 

THE  ROCKINGHAM  MEET1NOS. 


THE    GOSPEL   ZMZZESSEICTG-IE-tO. 


759 


BV  J.  H.  SHIRKEY. 

Bro.  A.  C.  Wieand  left  for  McPherson,  Monday 
Nov.  9.  Our  meetings  closed  Sunday  evening  be- 
1  re  Though  our  meetings  had  continued  eight 
weeks  (including  one  week's  prayer  meetings  be- 
fore preaching  began)  they  were  closed  with  good 
interest,  both  in  and  out  of  the  church.  On  the 
last  day  of  our  meeting  (Sunday)  five  were  bap- 
tized, and  on  Sunday  night  (last  meeting)  one 
more  came  out,  who  was  baptized  on  Monday. 
During  the  entire  meetings  we  met  for  prayer 
meetings  at  7  o'clock,  and  preaching  services  at  7: 
30.  As  the  meetings  continued,  these  prayer  meet- 
ings grew  muc'1  m°re  interesting,  so  that  many 
took  part  who  had  never  done  so  before.  It  is 
wonderful  how  the  members  were  strengthened  by 
these  meetings. 

At  the  beginning  the  meetings  were  attended  by 
apparently  little  success.  Some  one  remarked 
"that  it  was  just  as  he  expected,  that  the  Rock- 
ingham neighborhood  had  been  pounded  with  the 
Truth  so  long,  that  they  had  become  hardened  to 
it  and  would  not  move."  About  that  time  the 
brethren  and  sisters  became  more  in  earnest  and 
began  meeting  in  groups  for  prayer,  during  the 
afternoons  and  evenings  before  meeting  time.  In  a 
very  few  evenings  sinners  began  to  come  flocking 
home  in  groups. 

Soon  after  this  the  members  began  meeting,  and 


prayer  for  specif,  ones,  and 
it  is  marvelous  how  these  prayers  have  been  an- 
swered. We  wish  that  every  member  would  heed 
the  admonition  of  Solomon  and  "keep  his  com- 
mandments as  at  this  day."     1  Kings  8:  61. 

These  young  members  have  been  organized  into 
four  classes  with  two  teachers  for  each  class,  to 
teach  doctrine,  Christian  duties,  etc, — the  young 
sisters  in  girls'  class  and  young  ladies'  class,  and 
the  young  brethren  into  boys'  class  and  young 
men's  class.  The  church  here  has  appointed  a  love 
feast,  especially  for  these  young  members,  on 
Thursday  evening,  Nov.  12.  There  were  sixty-six 
additions  at  this  place,  making  in  all  eighty  addi- 
tions in  this  congregation  since  these  meetings  be- 
gan. 

Rockingham,  Mo.,  Nov.  10. 


trous  collision,  in  which  a  number  of  lives  were 
lost.  All  was  caused  by  a  long  train  of  cars  run- 
ning away  with  the  engine  down  the  mountain. 
This  may  appear  as  a  strange  idea,  but  remember 
that,  while  it  is  the  work  of  the  engine  to  pull  the 
train  up  grade,  it  equally  belongs  to  the  train  to 
withhold  the  engine  from  running  too  fast  on  the 
down-grade.  This  is  done  by  putting  on  down- 
brakes.  It  was  supposed  that  the  "  down-brakes  " 
were  opened  by  an  enraged  tramp,  who  was  ejected 
from  the  train.  This  "letting  loose"  resulted  in 
all  this  sad  disaster. 

It  was  not  long  after  I  arrived  at  Elk  Lick  that 
I  both  felt  and  saw  the  baneful  results  of  spiritual 
disaster,  caused  by  the  brakes  being  let  loose,  and 
the  church  running  away  with  itself,  which  caused 
a  collision,  resulting  in  sad  separations  and  many 
bleeding  hearts.  I  found,  however,  many  warm 
hearts,  who  just  knew  how  to  make  a  stranger  feel 
welcome. 

My  stay  of  over  two  weeks  with  the  good  peo- 
ple of  that  place  was  mixed  with  joy  and  sorrow, — 
joy  because  I  saw  sinners  coming  home  and  saints 
revived, — sorrow,  because  of  the  very  sad  funeral 
of  David,  a  lovely  son  of  Bro.  J.  D.  Livengood, 
aged  nineteen  years  and  some  months,  whose  body 
was  brought  from  Huntingdon  College,  where  he 
had  gone  only  a  few  short  months  before,  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  a  useful  life.  Thus  the  hopes  of 
his  parents  were  blotted  out,  With  a  dear  sister 
in  the  Far  West,  and  a  younger  brother  at  home, 
they  are  left  to  mourn  their  loss. 

The  future  of  the  Elk  Lick  church  is  bright  and 
encouraging,  and  a  way  is  open  for  a  wonderful 
work  to  be  done.  We  may  look  for  good  news 
from  there  at  any  time,  while  placed  under  the  su- 
pervision of  our  much  beloved  brother,  W.  A. 
Gaunt,  who,  with  his  faithful  companion,  has  the 
cause  at  Elk  Lick,  and  elsewhere,  near  his  heart. 
It  cannot  be  otherwise,  but  that  their  great  concern 
and  earnest  prayers  must  prevail  in  the  building  up 
of  Christ's  cause  on  earth. 
Benevola,  Md. 


AT  ELK  LICK. 


D.  F.  STOin-M'K 


Accepting  an  invitation  from  the  Brethren  of 
the  Elk  Lick  church,  Pa.,  to  visit  and  labor  with 
them  in  the  building  up  of  the  broken-down  walls 
of  our  blessed  Zion,  I  started  for  the  place  Oct.  10. 
On  my  way  I  was  delayed  about  three  hours  in  a 
certain  city.  I  there  sought  the  home  of  a  once 
dear  brother,  whom  I  baptized  a  number  of  years 
ago.  I  was  very  kindly  received  and  cared  for, 
but  was  much  grieved  to  learn  that,  because  of 
him  having  no  church  relationship  in  that  city  of 
over  ten  thousand  souls,  he  associated  himself 
w'th  another  church  and  has  become  an  earnest 
worker  in  that  church,— not  because  it  was  his 
choice  to  do  so,  but  because  he  thought  it  the  next 
best  thing  he  could  do. 

While  hearing  him  relate  his  desire  to  have  re- 
mained in  the  church  of  his  choice,  and  to  have 
brought  up  his  children  under  her  influence,  I 
thought  a  great  deal,  and  ths  question  impressed 
"self,  "  Who  is  responsible  for  all  thief  " 

As  I  passed  on  to  my  place  of  appointment,  I 
»»w  along  the  road  the  marks  of  a  «d  and  <l.»»s- 


WHAT  SIXTEEN  CHILDREN  DID. 

BY  GERTRUDE  A.  FLORY. 

Last  spring,  about  April  26,  I  offered  each  child 
in  my  Sunday  school  class  a  penny  to  invest  for 
missionary  money,  upon  the  following  conditions: 
If  nothing  could  be  done  with  the  penny,  it  should 
be  returned;  if  it  was  invested  and  lost,  that  was 
the  end  of  it;  but  whatever  was  gained  with  it 
should  be  brought  the  last  day  of  the  term  for  mis- 
sionary money,  to  be  used  as  the  donor  chose. 

Sixteen  took  pennies.  Sept.  27,  the  last  day  of 
the  term,  the  report  stood:  One  penny  not  re- 
ported; three  pennies  returned;  from  the  other 
twelve  S4.19  was  gained.  One  little  girl  gained 
$1.00,  two  little  girls  and  two  little  boys,  each  50 
cents;  four  others,  each  25  cents;  the  rest  smaller 
sums.  This  money  was  divided  between  the  Chi- 
cago Mission  and  the  Orphans'  Home,  Mexico, 
Ind.,  as  the  children  desired. 

If  children  can  do  so  much  with  single  pennies, 
what  might  older  persons  do  with  more?  Shall 
we  not  make  an  effort?  I  make  this  suggestion, 
that  next  spring  each  Sunday  school  give  to  each 
scholar  a  penny  from  the  Sunday  school  treasury, 
upon  similar  terms  as  stated  above,  with  this  con- 
dition, that,  from  the  amount  gained  by  all,  the 
number  of  pennies,  taken  out  of  the  treasury,  shall 
be  replaced.  With  the  same  effort  my  little  ones 
made,  what  a  return  we  should  make  at  the  close 
of  the  term! 

Oct.  28.  , 

TITHES. 

BY  DANIEL  VANIMAN. 

Down  drop  the  tithes  into  Bible  history,  like 
the  story  of  Elijah,  without  preface,  note  or  com- 
ment. Upon  its  first  appearance  we  are  told  when 
Abraham  met  Melchisedec,— the  priest  of  the  Most 
High  God,— he  gave  him  the  tenth  of  all  in  »««h 


a  "  matter  of  course "  way,  as  to  suggest,  in  un- 
mistakable terms,  some  already  wcll-establihsed 
law  or  custom  that  leaves  us  to  wonder  what  Cain 
and  Abel  knew  about  it,  when  "  each  brought  his 
offering  unto  the  Lord."     Gen.  4:  3-5. 

Its  second  appearance  is  one  hundred  fifty-th'ee 
years  later,  when  Jacob  set  up  that  famons  pillar, 
and,  without  any  allusion  to  the  tenth  on  the  part 
of  the  angel,  Jacob  of  his  own  free  choice  ex- 
claimed, "  Of  all  thou  shalt  give  me  I  will  surely  give 
the  tenth  unto  thee."  Gen.  28:  22.  In  moments 
of  such  spiritual  awakening  like  that,  the  mind 
never  flies  to  the  unknown,  always  to  the  well- 
known,  and  therefore  this  familiar  obligation,  the 
highest  religious  act  known  to  him,  next  to  the 
building  of  an  altar. 

The  third  allusion  to  the  tithe  is  the  plain  state- 
ment of  a  fact.  "And  all  the  tithe  of  the  land, 
whether  of  the  seed  of  the  land,  or  of  the  fruit  of 
the  tree,  is  the  Lord's,"  Lev.  27:  30  (not  it  shall 
be)  but  it  is. 

Remember,  all  the  above  statements  refer  to  a 
time  previous  to  the  Levitical  period.  Two  hun- 
dred eighty-nine  years  later  the  Lord  assigned  his 
portion  to  the  Levites,  except  one-tenth  which  he 
required  of  them  for  an  heave  offering,  Num.  18: 
24-30,  thus  keeping  constantly  before  the  mind 
that  one-tenth  is  the  Lord's.  How  very  reasonable 
this!  Everywhere  between  man  and  man  the  right 
of  property  is  expressed  in  the  payment  of  rent, 
interest  or  taxes.  No  one  but  an  Anarchist  ques- 
tions the  right  to  what  one  has  made.  God,  with- 
out man's  help,  made  the  gold,  the  silver,  the  coal, 
the  oil,  and  all  the  other  minerals.  How  reasona- 
ble, then,  that  he  should  claim  one-tenth  of  theml 
He  also  made  the  soil  and  sends  the  rains,  and 
dews  and  sunshine,  which  cause  the  earth  to  yield 
her  increase.  He  also  gives  man  the  knowledge 
how  to  manage  agricultural,  as  well  as  other  pur- 
suits, successfully.  How  reasonable,  then,  that  he 
should  claim  the  tenth  of  all  increase,  from  what- 
ever source!  Surely,  this  is  a  very  moderate  rent, 
especially  since  he  claims  it  only  for  the  benefit 
and  advancement  of  our  own  race.  More  than  two 
thousand  years  after  the  first  introduction  of  the 
tithe,  Jesus  indorsed  it  by  saying  to  the  Pharisees, 
who  tithed  mint  and  anise  and  cummin,  that  they 
"omitted  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judg- 
ment and  mercy  and  faith.  These  ought  ye  to 
have  done  and  not  to  have  left  the  other  undone." 
Matt.  23:  23. 

John  the  Baptist,  whose  teaching  and  baptism 
were  from  heaven,  said,  "  He  that  ha'h  two  coals, 
let  him  impart  to  him  that  hath  none;  and  he  that 
hath  meat,  let  him  do  likewise."  Luke  3:  II. 
This  meant  half. 

Zaccheus  said,  "Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my 
goods  I  give  to  the  poor,"  etc.  Luke  19:  8.  This 
also  meant  half. 

So  strong  was  the  grace  of  giving  among  the 
Lord's  early  disciples  that  they  sold  their  posses- 
sions and  laid  the  proceeds  at  the  feet  of  the  apos- 
tles. The  Jews  gave  ( 1 )  one-tenth  of  the  entire  in- 
crease which  was  the  Lord's;  (2)  offerings  and  sac- 
rifices from  the  remainder,  amounting  to  about  one- 
half  of  all.  We  must  remember  that  in  no  case 
could  offerings  be  made  from  that  which  was  al- 
ready the  Lord's,  excepting  from  that  which  God 
recognized  as  belonging  to  man.  Man's  giving  or 
offering  began  after  the  Lord's  part  had  been  set 
apart.  The  mission  of  the  Jews  was  only  to  " 
own  people.  The  blessings  and  grace 
tians  are  far  superior  to  those  of  the  Jew,  and  hence 
we  have  their  mission  into  all  the  world.  Is 
it  reasonable,  then,  since  the  grace  and  bless- 
ings and  mission  of  the  Christians  reach  far  be- 
yond, that  the  Christian  should  give  less  than  the 
Jew?  Are  we  ready  for  the  judgment? 
McPherson,  Kans. 


Chris- 


Queen  Wilhelmina  of  Holland  has  a  miniature 
farm,  the  produce  of  which  she  gives  to  the  poor 
and  to  the  hospitals.  Her  Swiss  chalet  is  stocked 
with  the  accumulated  toys  of  twelve  years  or  more, 
and  here  she  has  learned  to  "keep  house"  in  the 
irnit  approved  Dutch  style, 
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A  refreshing  series  of  meetings  is  in  progress 
at  Union  City,  Ind.  Bro.  L.  H.  Eby  is  doing  the 
preaching.  

Bro.  Chas.  M.  Yearout,  of  Kansas,  is  to  be  lo- 
cated at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  by  the  District  Mis- 
sion Board.  

Bro.  W.  H.  Lichtv,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  is  now 
holding  a  series  of  meetings  for  the  Brethren  at 
Lewiston,  Minn. 

The  entire  edition  of  the  doctrinal  number  of 
the  Messenger  is  now  exhausted,  and  no  further 
orders  can  be  filled. 


The  Solomon's  Creek  church,  Ind.,  recently 
closed  a  successful  series  of  meetings  by  Bro. 
George  D.  Z oilers,  with  eight 


Bro.  C.  D.  Hylton,  of  Roanoke,  La.,  will  soon 
move  to  the  mission  field  in  Florida.  He  will  lo- 
cate at  either  Hawthorn  or  Keuka,  probably  at  the 
latter  place. 

In  another  column,  sister  Flory  tells  us  what  six- 
teen children  did  for  the  mission  work.  If  5,000 
children  could  be  started  out  in  a  similar  way, 
over  $1,200  might  easily  be  raised  for  the  Master's 
work.  It  can  be  done;  it  merely  requires  some  one 
to  stat/  the  work.     Who  will  do  it? 


There  should  be  no  delay  upon  the  part  of  our 
correspondents  about  sending  in  church  news.  A 
meeting  should  be  reported  within  a  few  days  aft- 
er it  closes.  We  have  on  hand  some  reports  that 
were  written  nearly  one  month  after  the  occurrence 
of  the  events  to  which  they  refer.  We  want  all 
the  news  we  can  get,  but  we  want  it  fresh. 

Now  is  the  time  to  send  in  donations  to  assist  us 
in  sending  the  Messenger  to  the  poor.  There  are 
hundreds  who  are  not  able  to  pay  for  the  paper, 
and,  by  all  means,  they  should  have  it.  Will  you 
not  assist  them  in  getting  it?  This  you  can  do  by 
contributing  freely  to  the  poor  fund.  Let  us  have 
liberal  responses  from  hundreds  of  you  at  an 
early  date.  

We  suggest  that  the  clerk  of  each  church  send 
us,  immediately  after  the  installation  of  a  minister, 
the  name  and  address  of  the  one  chosen.  By  doing 
this  at  once,  the  matter  will  not  be  forgotten,  and 
the  name  will  be  correctly  inserted  in  next  year's 
Almanac.  Removals  and  other  changes  in  the 
ministerial  force,  if  given  at  once,  will  also  serve  to 
make  our  list  far  more  correct  than  it  now  is. 


The  late  District  Meeting  of  Northern  Indiana, 
strongly  recommended  that  Sunday  school  meet- 
ings should  be  held  in  several  parts  of  the  District 
where  Sunday  school  workers  may  unite  their 
most  successful  plans,  and  discuss  such  points 
most  beneficial  to  the  Sunday  school  work.  The 
Brethren  in  this  part  of  the  Brotherhood  are  doing 
some  excellent  work  in  the  interest  of  Sunday 
schools.  

We  have  some  inquiries  concerning  the  "Out- 
lines of  the  Mount  Morris  Bible  Term  "  of  last  win- 
ter. Permit  us  to  say  that  it  is  one  of  the  best 
little  works  on  doctrine  in  the  Brotherhood.  Every 
young  minister  in  our  Fraternity  ought  to  study 
it  well.  It  would  give  him  a  clear  conception  of 
the  doctrine.  It  may  be  ordered  from  this  office. 
Price,  in  cloth,  25  cents,  paper  cover,  15  cents.  If 
you  have  not  a  copy,  do  not  fail  to  send  for  it. 


We  are  often  requested  to  expose,  through  the 
Messenger,  parties  who  travel  through  the  coun- 
try, passing  themselves  off  for  Brethren,  and  de- 
ceiving some  of  the  members.  The  better  way  is 
for  members  not  to  permit  themselves  to  be  de- 
ceived. If  a  man  is  hungry,  feed  him.  If  neces- 
sary, give  him  clothes  and  shelter.  If  you  happen 
to  feed  and  shelter  a  few  undeserving  ones,  it  will 
not  be  loss  enough  to  hurt  the  poorest  among  us. 
If  the  stranger  wants  money  let  him  work  for  it. 
Were  people  to  follow  this  rule,  they  would  not 
need  to  complain  so  much  about  being  deceived. 


Sometimes  people  complain  about  hard  times, 
when  the  solution  of  the  trouble  is  to  be  found 
within  themselves, — living  beyond  their  means. 
These  very  people  refuse  to  give  to  mission  and 
charitable  work,  claiming  that  they  are  not  able, 
when,  in  reality,  they  are  spending  many  dollars 
for  luxuries  that  should  be  given  to  the  work  of 
the  Lord. 

•'''According  to  the  Olographic  Review,  Dr.  D.  B. 

'  Ray,  of  debating  notoriety,  is  not  on  the  best  of 
terms  with  his  own  people,  the  Baptists.  He  al- 
lowed his  zeal  to  get  the  better  of  his  judgment, 
and  has  been  dismissed  from  his  own  paper,  the 
American  Baptist  Flag.  He  is  charged  with  serious 
irregularities  in  the  handling  of  the  business  of  the 
office. 

A  commendable  effort  is  now  being  put  forth  by 
many  local  congregations,  in  more  fully  develop- 
ing the  territory  right  around  them.  That  is  a 
common-sense  way  of  doing  home  mission  work, 
as  it  may  be  done  at  a  small  expense,  and  the  work 
can  be  well  taken  care  of,  when  started.  There  is 
scarcely  a  congregation  in  our  Brotherhood,  but 
what  could  start  a  number  of  mission  posts  in 
their  outlying  territory.  Let  there  be  an  advance 
movement  all  along  this  linel 


Bro.  Howard  Miller  writes  us  that  the  Mes- 
senger should  reach  25,000,  and  Bro.  L.  H.  Eby,  of 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  thinks  that  instead  of 
stopping  at  20,000  it  should  go  to  40,000.  Well, 
the  more  the  better.  We  want  our  people  to  work 
up  the  list,  and  they  may  rest  assured  that  we  will 
furnish  them  the  best  reading  matter  that  can  be 
had.  As  the  months  go  by  we  think  that  a  decided 
improvement  may  be  looked  for  along  this  line. 
Since  the  paper  is  to  pass  wholly  over  to  the 
Brotherhood,  and  is  to  be  controlled  by  the  church, 
we  feel  more  than  ever  the  necessity  of  making  the 
paper  still  better. 


The  Emperor  of  Germany  recently  received  a 
communication  from  the  Tsar  of  all  the  Russi 
in  which  the  latter  expresses  the  hope  that  arm 
might  be  used  only  for  preserving  peace.  The 
Emperor  replied:  "  In  this  the  Tsar  is  in  complete 
accord  with  me.  His  majesty's  efforts  are  directed 
toward  drawing  together  the  people  of  Europe 
and  uniting  them  upon  the  ground  of  common  in- 
terest." It  is  pleasant  to  see  that  a  gradual, 
though  slow,  effort  is  being  made  to  adjust  nation- 
al difficulties  in  a  way  befitting  persons  of  intelli- 
gence and  common  sense.  Only  the  savage  resorts 
to  brute  force  in  gaining  his  point.  As  civiliza- 
tion and  Christianity  advance,  the  day  will  come 
when  swords  and  guns  will  be  among  the  relics  of 
past  ages  of  barbarism. 


"The  ranks  of  success  in  business  and  the 
fessions,"  says  a  noted  author,  "are  not  recruit  a 
from  the  sons  of  the  rich,  but  almost  entirely  f^ 
the  field  of  workers,"  This  is  a  fact  that  we  m^ 
verify  almost  every  day.  There  is  a  training-^ 
only  gotten  by  the  overcoming  of  hardships  and 
difficulties,— that  the  pampered  son  of  luxury  doe 
not  obtain,  but  which  is  essential  to  all  true  sue 
cess.  

The  many  friends  of  Eld.  Geo.  Hanawalt,  0f 
Boucher,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  will  be  sorry  to 
learn  of  the  dangerous  and  very  painful  injuries 
sustained  by  a  fall  from  the  barn  loft  to  the  bare 
barn  floor,  Nov.  16,  which  resulted  in  a  badly  brok- 
en and  crushed  knee  joint.  We  are  sure  that  our 
brother  has  the  sympathy  of  all  in  his  affliction, 
and  trust  that  he  will  soon  be  restdred  to  usefulness 

If  our  people  want  to  make  their  Ministerial 
Meetings  both  profitable  and  interesting,  they 
must  discuss  topics  pertaining,  as  largely  as  possi- 
ble, to  the  minister  and  his  work.  It  is  not  the 
place  to  discuss  the  meaning  of  some  particular 
Scripture  theory,  or  to  solve  difficult  problems. 
Let  the  topics  relate  to  things  that  are  practical, 
and  will  be  of  special  benefit  to  the  preacher  and 
his  calling.  

A  preacher,  who  is  strong  in  the  doctrine,  but 
not  strong  in  body,  writes  us  that,  while  preaching 
at  a  certain  point,  he  changed  his  lodging  place  a 
number  of  times,  and  though  he  always  stopped 
with  the  best  of  people,  still  it  was  too'  much  for 
his  frail  frame,  and  as  a  consequence  he  had  to  sus- 
pend preaching  a  few  days.  We  suggest  that  our 
well-meaning  people,  who  abound  in  hospitality, 
take  good  care  of  the  preachers  who  must  labor 
hard  while  with  them,  and  if  possible  give  them  a 
good  lodging  place  and  let  them  remain  there  dur- 
ing their  stay.  This  applies  to  the  winter  months 
only. 

There   is   power   in  tracts,  and   the   right   kind 

tght  to  be  widely  distributed.  Some  weeks  \a£0 
we  sent  a  few  tracts  to  a"  well-informed  gentlerVian, 
who  is  seeking  more  light.  He  now  writes:  "'But 
it  seems  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  trine  im- 
mersion is  the  true  Christian  baptism,  the  less  of 
the  Holy  Spirit's  presence  is  with  me.  And  there 
seems  to  be  a  crisis  in  my  Christian  life  near  at 
hand.  When  God  spoke  to  my  poor  heart  he  put 
into  it  an  intense  desire  to  obey  his  Word,  and  be  a 
true  follower  of  Christ.  I  love  your  doctrine. 
The  tracts  have  helped  me  most  wonderfully.  1 
expect,  the  Lord  willing,   to  attend  the  love  feast 

and  Communion  in this  evening,     I  have 

never  seen  it  before  on  the  fashion  I  expect  to  see 
it  to-night." 

Christmas  is  coming,  and  now  is  the  time  to  get 
ready  for  it.  If  your  children  have  wrong  ideas 
concerning  Santa  Claus  you  need  to  rid  them  of 
such  false  notions.  Tell  your  children  plainly  that 
Santa  Claus  is  a  myth,  that  no  such  being  exists. 
Parents  who  have  taught  their  little  children  that 
presents  are  brought  to  them  by  this  mysterious  be- 
ing have  made  a  sad  mistake.  As  a  rule  small 
children  believe  what  their  parents  tell  them,  and 
if  they  are  led  to  believe  there  is  a  being  who 
brings  presents  down  the  chimney,  but  later  on 
find  out  that  they  have  been  deceived,  they  lose 
confidence  in  their  parents.  This  is  the  first  step 
towards  infidelity.     Children  learn  to  distrust  their 


parents,  and  the  next  step  will  be  to  question 


the 


Bible  statements.  Let  us  urge  parents  to  get  ready 
for  Christmas  by  getting  some  of  the  dangerous  er- 
rors out  of  the  minds  of  their  children.  It  is  all 
right  to  give  presents  to  children  as  well  as 
others,  but  we  should  see  that  these  presents  are 
useful,  at  least  they  should  be  lawful.  Parents, 
who  mean  it  well,  often  do  a  great  wrong  on  Christ- 
mas by  giving  their  children  such  presents  as  wi 
prove  detrimental.  We  have  heard  of  fond  paf" 
ents  purchasing  for  such  of  their  children  as  are 
members,  gold  ornaments,  and  other  articles  0 
gold,  considered  not  lawful  for  them  to  have, 
to  be  hoped  that  our  members  will  make  no  m^ 
take  of  this  kind  the  approaching  Christmas. 


November  28,  1896. 
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Once  more  the  "unfruitful  works  of  darkness," 
practiced  by  the  secret  societies  of  our  land, 
have  been  brought  to  public  notice.  At  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  Mr.  E.  W.  Curry  died  recently,  from 
injuries  sustained  during  his  initiation  into  the  so- 
called  "Benevolent  Order  of  Elks."  It  appears 
that  these  benevolent  (?)  people  subjected  Mr.  Curry 
to  a  very  severe  electrical  current  while  seated  in  a 
"  chair  of  torture."  This  produced  injuries,  result- 
ing in  blood-poisoning  and,  eventually,  in  death. 
When  will  the  people  learn  the  true  nature  of  these 
secret  orders?  How  long  will  it  be  until  they  real- 
ize that  the  vaunted  "benevolence"  is  an  idle 
boast,— a  sham  and  a  mockery! 


AS  OTHERS  SEE  IT. 


We  clip  the  following  from  the  Bombay  Guard- 
ian of  Aug.  22.  Bro.  Miller  will  have  several  more 
interesting  letters  for  the  Messenger  readers  on  his 
journey  around  the  world. 

"Eld.  D.  L.  Miller,  of  the  Dunker  Brethren  of 
the  United  States,  who  was  in  India  last  year,  is 
contributing  a  series  of  graphic  sketches  to  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger,  the  organ  of  his  Church  in  America, 
under  the  heading  of  '  Editorial  Gleanings  in  the 
Orient.1  In  his  visit  to  Benares  he  was  struck,  as  all 
visitors  must  be,  with  the  innumerable  idols  wor- 
shiped and  offered  for  sale.  He  describes  the  dif- 
ferent processes  of  the  manufacture  of  these  deities 
that  may  be  seen  in  that  city,  and  goes  on  to  refer  to 
a  rumor  he  had  heard  that  many  of  the  idols  wor- 
shiped in  India  are  manufactured  in  England. 
He  says: — 

"  It  was  hard  for  us  to  believe  such  a  report  about  any  peo- 
ple. If  India  will  have  idols  to  worship,  surely  no  nation  call- 
ing itself  Christian  should  supply  the  demand.  But  later  we 
had  the  evidence  of  a  witness  whom  we  could  not  doubt,  and 
with  shame  it  must  be  said  that  the  report  is  too  true.  Miss 
Brittan,  now  of  Yokohama,  Japan,  who  spent  twenty  years  as 
a  missionary  in  India,  gave  us  the  following  statement.  She 
visited  Birmingham,  England,  some  years  ago  with  friends 
And  relatives.     One  of  these  held  a  prominent  position  in  one 

\)I  tbcbTBn  foundries,  and  withhim  she  visited  the  works.      He 

took  her  into  one  of  the  finishing  rooms,  where,  using  her  own 
language,  '  1  saw  thousands  and  thousands  of  brass  images  of 
Krishna,  Ganesa,  Vishnu,  Parvatti  and  other  Hindu  idols. 
These  were  being  finished  and  packed  ready  for  shipment  to 
India.' 

"  Eld.  Miller  is,  not  without  reason,  much  stirred 
about  this  result  of  the  modern  thirst  for  gold,  and 
puts  English  greed  in  this  respect,  and  in  the  case 
of  the  opium  traffic  with  China,  on  a  level  with  the 
United  States  traffic  in  rum  to  Africa,  closing  the 
subject  with  the  following  reflections.  These 
thoughts  cannot  be  too  often  impressed  on  the 
minds  of  Christians  whom  God  has  placed  as  lights 
in  the  world,  and  commanded  to  be  the  salt  of  the 
earth:— 

"  The  sins  of  nations  are  as  surely  to  be  punished  as  are  the 
sins  of  individuals.  A  people  may  sacrifice  the  eternal  princi- 
ples of  right  for  accidental  association  and  for  present  gain; 
the  strong  may,  for  a  time,  triumph  over  the  weak,  wrong  may 
rule  for  a  season,  but  in  the  end  sin  must  be  expiated.  Eng- 
land is  filling  for  herself  a  vial  of  wrath  which  will  one  day 
burst  and  bring  upon  her  a  swift  and  terrible  retribution,  and 
our  own  country  is  condoning  sin  and  receiving  stores  of  gold 
from  the  whiskey  traffic,  bedewed  with  the  tears  of  widows 
and  orphans,  and  red  with  the  blood  of  murder.  But  the  day 
of  reckoning  is  sure  to  come.  Surely  we  have  not  forgotten 
the  curse  and  blight  that  fell  upon  us  because  of  the  national 
sin  of  human  slavery.  The  dark  blot  was  not  obliterated  until 
it  had  been  deluged  with  the  best  blood  of  our  people.  It 
should  be  remembered  that ' righteousness  exalteth  a  nation; 
but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.'    National  sins  will  not  go 

BUYINQ  OLD  MOUSES  OF  WORSHIP. 


The  fact  that  our  brethren,  for  many  years,  did 
no  work  in  towns  and  cities,  has  placed  us  at  a 
great  disadvantage  as  to  the  location  of  our  houses 
of  worship.  The  rapid  advance  and  the  fabulous 
Prices  asked  for  building  lots  in  most  of  our  large 
cities,  make  it  next  to  impossible  for  us,  with  the 
means  at  hand,  to  secure  favorable  locations  for 
our  church  buildings.  Because  of  this  we!  have 
been  buying  the  deserted  houses  of  worship  from 
other  denominations, 


In  this  matter,  unless  great  care  is  taken,  we  are 
apt  to  make  a  serious  mistake.  It  is  often  the  case 
that  in  a  locality  where  another  denomination  has 
failed  they  seek  a  better  locality,  put  up  a  new 
house  and  offer  the  old  one  for  sale.  We  take  the 
old  shell  and  attempt  to  build  up  where  others 
have  failed.  We  argue  that  the  place  is  cheap  and 
that  it  will  answer  our  purpose.  We  forget  that 
the  cheapest  is  not  always  the  best,  and  that  even  a 
gift  may  sometimes  be  very  dear. 

The  proper  location  of  our  churchhouses  is  an 
important  question  and  should  receive  serious  con- 
sideration. This  is  true  of  the  city  and  country 
alike,  and  yet  it  is  most  important  in  the  city. 
One  might  think  that  in  a  large  town,  where  there 
are  good  sidewalks,  the  people  could  easily  walk  a 
few  blocks,  one  way  or  the  other,  so  as  to  reach  the 
church.  But  experience  has  shown  that  this  is  not 
the  rule.  We  must  exercise  more  care  in  selecting 
locations  for  our  churches  in  cities  than  in  the 
country. 

It  may  sometimes  happen  that  a  house  that  has 
been  used  is  offered  for  sale  and  the  location  may 
be  good.  But  this  is  the  exception  to  the  rule.  It 
does  not  seem  to  be  good  business  policy  to  buy 
up  what  others  have  used  and  discarded  because  of 
failure.  We  do  not  follow  a  policy  of  this  kind  in 
our  business  relations.  We  always  look  for  the 
best.  The  most  favorable  location  is  none  too 
good  for  us.  We  go  where  the  trade  is,  and  then 
secure  the  best  location  available.  If  we  want  to 
buy  a  coat  we  do  not  look  up  a  second-hand  dealer 
or  a  junk-shop  to  get  a  good  serviceable  garment. 
If  we  want  one  that  is  worn  thread-bare  and  out  at 
the  elbows  we  can  find  it,  but  it  is  far  from  the 
cheapest  in  the  end. 

In  some  instances,  with  which  we  are  familiar, 
we  have  not  pursued  good  business  principles  in 
buying  old  houses  in  towns  and  cities.  Indeed,  in 
some  cases  the  very  opposite  of  this  has  been  done 
Over  a  number  of  these  places  the  word  "  failure  "  is 
written,  and  written  in  large  letters.  It  still  re- 
mains to  be  seen  whether  we  can  make  a  success  at 
places  of  this  kind.  We  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  we  will  have  to  change  locations  in  some  cities 
and  towns  before  success  will  come.  Not  every 
place  accepted  the  apostolic  preaching.  In  many 
an  eastern  city  was  the  dust  shaken  off  the  disci- 
ples' feet  as  a  testimony  against  them.       d.  l.  m. 


STORMS. 


The  world  has  been  a  scene  of  storms  all  down 
through  the  ages, — storms  on  the  seas  and  on  the 
land,  storms  among  the  nations,  in  neighborhoods, 
in  schools,  in  homes  and  in  the  churches, — natural, 
moral  and  spiritual.  With  them  all  there  is  dark- 
ness, force,  swiftness,  and  more  or  less  danger  ex- 
pected or  realized.  Though  they  are  generally  at- 
tended with  fearful  forebodings  and  often  leave  de- 
struction and  death  in  their  trail,  yet  they  have 
their  uses  and  do  their  part  in  keeping  the  things 
of  the  world  in  their  places.  It  is  the  raging 
storms  and  the  great,  dashing  waves  of  the  sea 
that  keep  the  water  pure  and  fresh.  Through  the 
storms  which  sway  the  trees  of  the  forests  and  fields 
to  and  fro,  the  roots  are  quickened  and  made  to 
strike  deeper,  thus  fixing  them  more  firmly  in  the 
soil,  that  they  may  find  more  moisture,  and  thus  defy 
the  droughts  that  would  otherwise  sap  away  the  life. 
Then,  storms  show  us  the  power  of  him  who  holds 
the  forces  of  the  elements  within  the  grasp  of  his 
hands.  He  opens  them  that  we  may  wonder  and 
fear.  By  a  word  he  gives  the  calm  that  drives 
away  our  fears,  gives  peace,  and  causes  us  to  adore. 
There  is  a  majestic  awe,  bordering  on  fear,  connect- 
ed with  the  storm,  that  is  felt  under  no  other  cir- 
cumstances. 

A  few  Sundays  ago,  during  our  preaching  serv- 
ice,  heavy  clouds  rolled  over  the  sky,  darkne«» 


came, — so  dark  that  lights  were  needful  to  read. 
An  uneasiness  seemed  to  prevail,  and  the  appear- 
ances indicated  that  a  storm  was  ready  to  burst  up- 
on us  with  the  fury  of  a  cyclone,  and  yet  it  was  not 
the  harbinger  of  a  storm,  as  the  strange  phenome- 
non soon  passed  away.  A  slight  forcing  of  the 
wind,  a  shifting  of  the  clouds,  and  a  beautiful  sun- 
shine followed.  It  reminded  us  of  storms  that  we 
saw  before,  brewing  in  families.  Introduced  by  a 
bad  moral  atmosphere,  and  attended  with  dark, 
cloudy  looks,— all  the  elements  of  a  first-class 
storm  were  present.  But  there  was  a  power  behind 
these  clouds  that  was  more  potent  than  they.  The 
fiery  flashes  were  absorbed,  the  thunder  tones  were 
subdued,  and  the  cold  damp  was  warmed.  The 
Prince  of  Love  said,  "  Peace,  be  still,  and  there  was 
a  calm."  Storms  of  this  kind  may  be  avoided  if 
they  are  not  allowed  to  burst  too  soon.  These 
clouds  will  distill  as  the  dew  if  time  is  given  for  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness  to  arise  with  healing  in  his 
wings. 

We  read  about  churches  over  which  dark  clouds 
have  been  hanging  for  years,  they  tell  us.  Surely 
such  churches  must  be  living  in  a  very  low  down, 
damp  and  foggy  atmosphere.  Fear  and  unrest  are 
there,  because  a  storm  is  brewing.  Why  a  storm? 
These  storms  are  of  our  own  making,  and  what  we 
make  we  ought  to  be  able  to  unmake.  We,  our- 
selves, become  transformed  into  dark  clouds, — so 
dark  become  our  lives  that  not  even  the  golden 
edges  can  be  seen.  We  move  about  as  moons  with 
our  backs  towards  the  sun.  And  then  we  talk 
about  the  dark  clouds  hanging  over  our  church. 
Dark  clouds  walking  in  the  church,  would  better  ex- 
press the  truth.  Once  in  a  while  we  thunder  from 
our  mouths,  and  a  storm  threatens,  yea,  sometimes 
comes  as  a  blighting  hailstorm.  Open  up  your 
doors  and  let  the  Master  in, — and  you  will  soon 
hear  the  "  Peace,  be  still  " — and  there  is  a  calm. 
Some  people  enjoy  storms  because  they  want  a 
.ange,  even  if  there  should  be  a  few  houses  un- 
ofed  or  trees  uprooted.  The  calm  is  so  much 
sweeter  after  the  storm.  They  accept  them  as  af- 
flictions that  bring  ten-fold  blessings  in  their  trail. 
Perhaps  we  should  not  count  the  storm  for  the 
sake  of  the  calm  that  follows.  But  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  much  of  our  real  enjoyment  comes  from 
changed  conditions  contrasted?  Sweet  is  made  all 
the  sweeter  by  following  after  the  sour  and  bitter. 
There  are,  however,  those  who  prefer  the  storm  be- 
cause they  gloat  in  the  upheaval  of  the  peaceful, 
and  live  best  down  in  the  dark  clouds  of  strife  and 
bitterness, — regular  northwesters, — they  both  blow 
and  freeze. 

A  few  weeks  ago  there  was  a  political  storm  all 
over  our  country.  The  clouds  were  thick  and 
dark,— big  clouds  and  little  clouds,— this  way  and 
that  way,— full  of  wind  and  threatening.  Many 
had  fearful  forebodings,  no  matter  which  way  it 
went.  A  storm  seemed  evidently  coming,  and 
the  best  we  could  do  was  to  watch  and  wait.  The 
storm  clouds  have  bursted  and  passed  away  and 
to-day  we  again  have  peace.  Thank  God  for  this. 
It  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that,  after  all,  the 
American  people  have  the  good  common  sense  to 
hear  the  voice  of  the  people  and  accept  the  situa- 
tion. May  we  not  hope  that,  as  the  storm  is  now 
past,  and  the  greatest  of  political  contests  is  end- 
ed the  American  people  will  now  turn  their 
thoughts  to  the  Lord  and  the  upbuilding  of  his 
kingdom  which,  to  all  of  us,  is  of  more  importance 
than  to  know  who  shall  be  President. 

We  don't  say  this  because  we  are  indifferent  as  to 
who  shall  be  our  Chief  Magistrate,  or  to  the  bless- 
ings of  a  good  government,  but  we  continue  to  be- 
lieve that  God  rules  the  destinies  of  the  nations, 
and  that,  after  we  have  conscientiously  performed 
our  duty  as  citizens,  we  can  safely  leave  the  issues 
in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  H.  B,  B, 
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QOD'S  PICTURES. 


There  ! 


There  are  sharp  thorns  and  briers  keen, 

But  they  have  blossoms  sweet, 
Which  spread  their  odors  in  the  air 

The  passer-by  to  greet. 

worthless,  ugly  weeds, 
_.  graceful  palms, 
And  flowers,  and  fragrant  herbs  that  yield 

Their  soothing,  healing  balms. 
There  are  hot  deserts  stretching  far, 

But  there  are  woodlands  deep. 
With  singing-birds  and  vine-wreathed  bowers 


Willi! 


iilke 


There  are  some  1 
Some  wild  and 

But  there  are  pie 
Refreshed  by  c 

There  1 


rough  to  crc 
•n  plains; 
fertile  vale; 


/intry  blasts," 


But  there  are  zephyrs  soft, 
And  southern  winds  whose  music  low 

Uplifts  the  spirit  oft. 
There  are  some  tempests  blowing;  and 

Some  cloudy,  foggy  days; 
But  there  arc  calms  and  days  when  earth 

Is  filled  with  loving  praise. 
Those  varying  scenes  of  light  and  shade, 

Of  seasons  drear  and  grand, 
Are  gorgeous  pictures  ever  fresh 

From  the  Great  Master's  hand. 
La  Porte,  Ind.       _    

MOTHER'S  PATIENCE. 


Read  at  thr  Ministerial  Meeting  of  Northern  Indiana. 

"  In  your  patience  possess  ye  your  souls," 
Luke  21:  19,  was  the  teaching  of  Christ,  to  his  dis- 
ciples. The  more  men  and  women  are  possessed 
of  this  spirit,  the  more  capable  they  are  of  meeting 
the  trials  of  life. 

The  conduct  of  Job  affords  the  most  perfect  ex- 
ample of  patience.  Despoiled  of  his  worldly 
property,  his  children  taken  from  him  at  a  stroke, 
his  body  tormented  with  one  of  the  most  loathsome 
diseases,  distressed  by  his  unfaithful  wife,  and  slan- 
dered by  his  professed  friends,  yet,  in  the  midst 
of  all  this,  still  clinging  to  God,  he  exclaimed  re- 
joicingly: "  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in 
him.  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken 
away.     Blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 


mother  is  not  a  blessing.  It  has  been  asked, 
"  What  is  home  without  a  mother?  "  But  we  may 
as  well  ask,  What  is  it  not,  to  infant  being,  when 
we  have  the  presence  of  a  patient,  faithful  mother, 
willing  to  sacrifice  and  be  sacrificed  for  the  welfare 
of  the  family? 

True,  the  household  duties  may  be  perplexing  — 
that  which  should  have  gone  right,  has  gone  wrong. 
Right  where  she  hoped  to  succeed  she  has  met 
with  failure,  yet,  in  the  midst  of  disappointment, 
she  is  to  take  new  courage,  and  patiently  cling  to 
the  helm  that  is  to  assist  her  in  giving  the  best  use 
of  her  life  to  loved  ones. 

The  mother  has  learned  to  suffer,— in  fact  to  be 
patient,  as  a  Christian  mother  is  to  endure  suffer- 
ing,—suffering  that  gives  heartache  and  heart- 
break, —  suffering  that  lines  her  hair  with  the 
snows  that  never  melt— suffering  that  drives  the 
tear  down  over  her  careworn  cheek,  while  her 
bosom  of  God  as  she 
id  implores  him  to  res- 
1    her   own   life's-blood 


the 


loving  mother,  to  lead,  guide  and  direct  her  in  this 
life,  and  the  life  to  come. 
Young  man   and   young  lady,  speak   kindly  l0 


your  mother  (if  you  have  a  mother) 


It 


lay  be 


short   time   until   the   places  that  know  her 
rill   know    her  no   more   forever.    The  chin 


but   a 
now, 

that  now  quivers,   wa 
The  face  now  pale,  one 
youth;  the  furrowed  line 
of  conflict   and  trials  u 
and  herself.    What  we  ; 
what  she  is,  we  must  be. 

Fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters,  would  to 
God  that  all  our  homes  were  directed  by  patient, 
consecrated  mothers,  devoted  to  God  and  the  best 
interest  of  humanity! 


once  dimpled  like  yours, 
:  bloomed  with  the  flush  0f 
:s  upon  her  brow  are  marks 
intold;  known  only  to  God 

re  now,  she  once  was,  and 


,  pape 


lied  1 


to  deal  with 


oth- 


-that  pec 


But  thi 
er's  pati 

motherhood.  From  human  heart  there  emanates 
no  purer,  nobler  patience,  than  mother's.  It  is  ex- 
celled by  none.  It  stands  without  a  peer  to  lead 
infant  feet,  to  guide  ambitious  youth,  and  to  de- 
liver from  error's  ways. 

In  the  beginning  God  created  all  things  and 
called  them  good.  He  made  the  woman,  the  moth- 
er of  the  human  family.  She  is  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  duties  of  home.  The  name  mother  is  one  of 
the  most  sacred  of  all  connected  with  human  rela- 
tions. No  name  is  more  precious,  or  expressive  of 
more  important  duties,  than  mother.  Then,  surely, 
God  intended  us  to  be  patient  mothers,  for  without 
patience  we  are  unfit  to  be  mothers.  Are  we  able 
to  comprehend  or  realize  the  responsibilities  and 
duties  enjoined  upon  us,  and  the  blessed  results 
which  may,  through  a  patient  mother,  be  made  sure? 
Think  of  the  trust  committed  to  a  motherl  An  im- 
mortal soul,  inhabiting  a  mortal  body,  to  be  nursed 
and  trained,  and  developed  and  educated  for  time 
and  eternity!  A  soul  to  be  rescued  from  sin  and 
Satan,  and  be  fitted  to  be  a  blessing  to  the  world, 
and  be  forever  blessed  in  eternity!  Is  not  this  the 
end  to  which  every  child  is  entrusted  to  a  mother? 
The  mother's  patient  and  forbearing  part  in  the 
home  circle  is  absolutely  indispensable.  She 
draws  the  first  attention  of  her  child,  makes  the 
first  impression  upon  its  mind,  marks  its  first  ef- 
forts to  recognize  those  with  whom  it  associates, 
and  the  things  with  which  it  has  to  do.  There  is 
no  department  in  the  home  circle  where  a  patient 


head   is  pillowed 

tells  him  of  her  sorrows,  s 

cue  and   save    those    who 

nourished. 

The  temporal  duties  of  the  home,  varied  as  they 
are,  require  the  utmost  patience  upon  the  part  of 
the  mother.  We  mean  those  duties  that  apply 
to  the  constantly-returning  wants  of  the  family. 
In  this  department  of  domestic  economy  the 
mother  is  placed  at.  the  head.  In  this  duty  she  is 
to  see  that  the  clothing  for  the  little  ones  is  made, 
and  made  to  fit,  that  they  have  beds  properly  fitted 
out,  upon  which  to  sleep;  that  they  have  food  prop- 
erly prepared  to  Fat. 

The  little  body  must  be  clothed  against  the  heat 
of  summer's  sun,  and  the  blasts  of  winter's  wind. 
It  must  have  rest  through  shades  of  night.  It 
must  have  food  that  it  may  grow  and  develop,  and 
that  this  demand  may  be  met,  there  must  be  a  con- 
stantly-returning round  of  sewing,  washing,  bak- 
ing and  scrubbing  days,  and  in  all  this  the  hand 
of  mother  is  expected  to  patiently  guide. 

Let  us  consider  the  patience  of  qur  grandmoth- 
ers, who  so  valiantly  bent  all  their  energies,  and 
patiently  sacrificed  comforts  of  life,  in  order  that 
the  wants  of  the  home  might  be  met.  We  live  in 
the  day  of  the  sewing  machine,  wh;ch  has  proved 
such  a  blessing  to  mothers.  Our  grandmothers 
lived  and  spent  their  energy  of  life  in  the  age 
when  the  spinning  wheel,  the  loom  and  the  needle 
were  the  only  means  of  providing  the  clothing  for 
the  family.  The  chimney  fireplace  was  the  only 
place  for  cooking  the  food,  but  in  the  midst  of  all 
this  disadvantage,  they  did  their  part  so  well,  that 
we  wonder  what  manner  of  patience  must  have 
possessed  them.  We  have  some  of  them  left 
among  us  yet,  and  we  are  glad  for  their  presence, 
for  they  are  living  monuments  of  patience,  that 
lived  before  us.  Let  us  deal  gently  with  them; 
for  God  will  say  to  them,  "Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant;  come  up  higher." 

Be  patient  with  your  boy,  mother.     Some  one  has 


left  us  a  poetic  thought  which  reads  as  follows: 

"The  mother  in  her  office,  holds  the  key  of  the  soul; 
And  she  it  is  who  stamps  the  coin  of  character; 
And  makes  the  being  who  would  be  a  savage, 
But  for  her  gentle  care,  a  Christian  man." 

It  may  be  that  your  boy,  left  to  himself  and  car- 
nal nature,  would  retrograde  into  that  which  is 
sensual  and  debasing;  into  that  which  sinks  the 
soul  below  the  level  of  the  brute.  It  is  right  here 
that  your  power  must  assert  itself,  and  in  this  you 
must  patiently  persist.  No  earthly  friend  can  so 
well  lead  him  to  that  which  is  morally  pure  and 
good,  but  a  patient  mother.  Keep  him  thinking, 
keep  him  looking  upward!  Direct  him  to  the  re- 
gion of  that  higher  life,  which  will  cause  him  to 
acknowledge  God  as  his  Father,  and  Christ  as  his 
Savior.  From  this  end  a  patient,  Christian  moth- 
er will  never  falter. 

Though  she  may  not  live  to  see  him  give  his 
heart  to  God,  yet  she  has  so  stamped  his  charac- 
ter with  her  patient,  sacrificing  life,  that,  sooner  or 
later,  he  is  gathered  into  the  fold  of  God.  True, 
what  has  been  said  of  the  son,  may  be  said  of  the 
daughter.    She,  too,  needs  the  influence  of  a  patient. 


THE  DEAD  OF  THE  CHURCH. 
BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

The  other  day  1  heard  a  brother  regretting  the 
absence  of  his  son  from  church  relations,  giving  as 
his  reasons,  among  other  things,  that  he  was  the 
last  of  his  line,  and  that  if  his  son  did  not  join,  the 
family  would  die  to  the  fraternity.  The  man's  fa- 
ther, grandfather,  and  his  great-grandfather,  had 
all  been  ministers  in  the  church  and  he  honored  his 
ancestors, — a  direct  command  from  God. 

Unfortunately  this  spirit  is  not  too  common. 
The  writer  has  looked  with  silent  wonder  on  the 
desecration  of  the  memory  of  the  church's  dead  by 
survivors  who  apparently  faw  nothing  in  the  faith 
of  their  fathers  but  food  for  outspoken  ridicule  and 
sarcasm.  On  many  a  hillside  rest  the  dead  who, 
having  fought  it  out  to  the  end,  passed  away,  leav- 
ing, if  nothing  else,  an  honored  name  among  men. 
Yet  their  descendants  too  often  remember  only  the 
grotesque  and  the  oddity  of  these  strong  lives. 
Anecdote  and  mimicry  are  called  on  and  illustrate 
a  condition  that  is  too  common  when  people  think 
they  have  found  a  better  mode  of  life. 

When  the  very  young  in  the  chcrck  w.r.  but    ™- 

fants  this  was  commoner  than  it  is  now,  not  cefm- 
moner,  perhaps,  but  more  general.  It  is  remem- 
bered how  that  all  reference  to  the  side  of  senti- 
ment was  ignored  and  ridiculed.  It  was  food  for 
laughter  and  the  basis  of  sarcasm.  Then,  as  time 
passed,  these  self-same  people  found  themselves 
set  aside  by  a  younger  generation  who  knew  little 
of  the  church  and  its  traditions,  its  hallowed  lives 
and  its  crowned  dead.  The  laugher  who  mounted 
in  such  hot  haste  and  rode  so  madly,  he  knew  not 
whither,  found  himself  set  aside,  run  over  and 
trampled  on,  by  people  who  never  had  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Dunkard  church  ground  into  them  from 
their  earliest  moments.  Some  of  the  more  earnest 
see  the  fatally  loosening  hold  on  points  of  doctrine 
and  practice  and  in  their  souls  they  must  see  that 
change  has  not  wrought  betterment.  There  is 
something  pathetic  in  seeing  the  breaker  of  images 
being  broken  on  his  own  wheel,  reaping  the  crop 
that  he  sowed. 

It  may  be  poor  living  to  insist  on  the  faith  and 
practice  of  those  who  have  gone  just  because  they 
lived  before  us,  but  there  is  another  side  to  it  all. 
Out  in  the  orchard  I  once  saw  a  lengthened  row  of 
graves  of  those  who  had  passed  and  are  laureled 
now.  Those  who  bear  their  name,  live  in  the  same 
house,  drink  at  the  same  spring,  and  gather  the 
fruit  of  the  planting  of  the  dead,  may  have  found  a 
better  and  other  method  of  life,  as  they  see  it,  but 
not  as  the  writer  looks  on  it. 

I  once  saw  a  native  Mexican  Indian  with  high  a 
tistic  qualities  being  tempted  with  gold  beyond  his 
dreams  to  leave  his  home  and  go  to  the  bleak 
Northland  to  practice  his  art.  He  was  poor  be- 
yond any  poverty  known  to  us.  He  was  ragg  ^ 
and  unkempt  and  unlettered,  but  he  had  what 
can  never  buy,  a  knowledge  that  there  are 
things  he  could  not  afford  to  part  with.  Su  ■■- 
said  in  substance,  "  I  have  always  lived  here;  my 
people  have  lived  here  for  a  thousand  years  an 
more.  They  lie  buried  around  me,  I  know  not  ju  ^ 
where.  When  I  die  I  want  to  rest  with  them' 
can  not  be  a  party  to  putting  a  stranger  here  w 
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they  have  always  been,  anci  where  I  hope  to  be  and 
children  after  me.     I  thank  you  for  your  offer, 
DUt  I  will  not  leave  my  people  for  all  the  gold  that 
could   pile   o"    my   inheritance  from   my   fa- 
thers "  -II      -.  u 

Laugh  if  you  w"'«  !t  may  be  very  amusing  to 
some  people,  but  in  the  time  to  come  as  you  gasp 
out  your  life  among  strangers  and  aliens  there  may 
ue  the  feeling  forced  on  you,  that,  after  all,  the 
kindly  hearts  of  the  old  folks,  and  the  simple  faith 
of  the  mother  are  worth  more  than  all  the  coronets 
and  Norman  alliance  that  you  sought  and  never 
found. 

Lewhburg,  Pa. 

HOW  TO  TREAT  STRANOERS. 

BY   ROSINA  JOHNSON. 


I  have  not  been  a  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  very  long,  but  I  do  not  think  that  we,  as 
a  church,  comprehend  that  we  are  members  of  that 
body  of  which  Christ  is  the  head.  I  think  we  are 
too  ready  to  find  fault  with  one  another,  especially 
with  some  of  the  younger  converts.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  do  not  encourage  and  watch  over  these 
new  members  as  we  should. 

One  of  our  duties  is  to  try  and  reclaim  those  of 
our  brethren  and  sisters  that  have  gone  astray. 
We  should  go  to  them,  talk  to  them,  and  pray 
with  them.  Love  sometimes  works  wonders,  and 
when  they  see  that  we  really  love  them  and  are 
interested  in  them,  it  will  encourage  them  greatly. 
Let  us  all  read  carefully  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth 
chapters  of  Ephesians.  This  is  the  best  advice  for 
us  all  as  a  body. 

Furthermore,  I  do  think  some  of  us  are  not  as 
social  as  we  should  be  in  our  meetings,  especially 
when  strangers  attend  our  services.  I  think  each 
member  should  try  to  speak  to  them  before  they 
leave.  I  have  noticed,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that 
when  strangers  are  present,  but  very  few  of  our 
brethren  and  sisters  go  and  speak  to  them.  This 
ojught  not  to  be.  Brethren  and  sisters,  let  us 
watch  ourselves  more  closely.  We  often  hear  peo- 
ple say,  when  they  go  to  a  meeting  or  gathering 
for  the  first  time,  "  Well,  I  don't  think  I  will  go 
back  there  again;  no  one  seemed  to  know  we  were 
there."  I  have  often  felt  that  way  myself  when  I 
have  gone  into  a  strange  place,  and  can  sympathize 
with  others. 

Let  us  be  sure,  in  the  future,  that  when  a  strang- 
er, or  any  other  person,  comes  into  any  of  our 
gatherings,  we  will  make  him  feel  at  home  and, 
after  service,  greet  them  cordially. 

Corning,  Iowa. 


From  the  Cando  Church,  N.  D. 

It  affords  us  much  pleasure  to  report  our  dedi- 
cation and  love  feast  which  took  place  Nov.  8  and 
10.  It  fell  to  the  home  ministry  to  conduct  the 
dedicatory  services.  Services  began  at  II  A.  M. 
with  a  well-filled  house.  Bro.  Geo.  Swihart,  of 
Mayville,  N.  D.,  was  the  only  minister  from  a  dis- 
tance. After  the  services  we  held  a  public  collec- 
tion, which  amounted  to  S96.00  for  the  Lord's 
house.  We  also  received  many  liberal  donations 
from  friends  and  neighbors  prior  to  this,  which 
greatly  aided  us  in  building  a  house  of  worship. 
Having  been  here  two  years  and  a  half  without  a 
churchhouse,  I  am  sure  we  all  appreciate  our  new 
church  home  very  much.  Our  love  feast  was  in- 
deed a  feast  to  the  soul.  Our  experience  in  this 
meeting  taught  us  that  Communion  meetings  are 
not  only  good  during  the  summer  months,  but 
that  we  can  also  enjoy  soul-refreshing  feasts  in  zero 
weather.  Some  of  the  brethren  and  sisters  came  a 
long  distance  and  expressed  themselves  as  having 
enjoyed  a  soul-cheering  meeting.  About  seventy- 
five  members  communed.  S.  W.  Burkhart. 


future  in  Oklahoma,  and  we  hope  they  will  contin- 
ue to  prosper. 

Oct.  17  the  Mt.  Hope  church  held  a  very  pleas- 
ant love  feast.  Seventy-four  members  communed. 
This  church  well  sustains  the  distinctive  features 
of  the  Brotherhood.  It  is  in  charge  of  Bro.  J.  O. 
Brubaker,  assisted  in  the  ministry  by  Bro.  Geo.  and 
Frank  Landis  and  Bro.  ].  Holderman.  The  meet- 
ings closed  without  any  additions,  but  several 
promised  to  be  baptized  near  Clarkson,  at  their 
feast,  Nov.  7. 

The  Lord  willing,  I  expect  to 
of  meetings  Dec.  5,  in  the  Parad 
Okla.  T. 

Gardner,  Kans. 


imence  a  series 

Prairie  church, 

I.  H.  Crist. 
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From  the  Sugar  Creek  Church,  Allen  Co.,  Ohio. 

Our  love  feast,  of  Oct.  10,  was  truly  a  feast  to 
the  soul.  The  members  present  could  not  all  com- 
mune, on  account  of  a  lack  of  room.  Ministerial 
help  was  ample.  Bro.  Daniel  Snell,  from  Indiana, 
officiated,  and  the  next  evening  began  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Pleasant  View  church,  which  was 
continued  until  the  evening  of  Nov.  4.  Bro.  Snell 
wielded  the  Sword  with  power.  As  an  immediate 
result,  fourteen  precious  souls  came  out  on  the 
Lord's  side.  Most  of  these  were  quite  young  sis- 
ters, but  among  the  number  was  a  father  and  moth- 
er, and  one  husband  whose  companion  has  been  in 
the  service  of  the  Master  for  some  time.  One 
aged  sister  near  her  three  score  and  ten  was  also 
received.  Bro.  Snell  seemed  loath  to  close  the 
meetings  on  account  of  others  that  were  so  near 
the  kingdom.  Bro.  Snell  expects  to  begin  a  series 
°f  meetings  at  the  Lafayette  church,  Allen  Co., 
Ohio,  Nov,  10.  nnVifl  ByerLY, 

Mm,  Ohio,  tfm  t> 


From  the  Antietam  Congregation,  Pa. 

Our  love  feast  at  the  Welty  house,  Oct.  24  and 
25,  was  truly  an  enjoyable  and  profitable  occasion 
to  all  participants. 

There  were  three  visiting  ministering  brethren 
present.  Our  beloved  elder, — J.  F.  Oiler, — being 
absent,  undergoing  medical  treatment,  was  much 
missed.     Bro.  D.  R.  Saylor  officiated. 

A  children's  meeting  on  Sunday  morning  was 
ably  addressed  by  Bro.  Geo.  Sappington,  of  Johns- 
lie,  Md.  Not  only  the  children;  but  young  peo- 
ple and  parents  were  much  edified,  and  carried 
away  impressions  that  will  affect  their  lives  for 
good.  Bro.  Sappington  directed  a  part  of  his  talk 
to  the  parents,  pressing  home  the  fact  of  parental 
responsibility,  and  the  importance  and  far-reach- 
ing influence  of  early  Christian  training. 

On  Monday  evening  following  our  feast  a  little 
company  of  the  fathers  and  children  convened  at 
the  home  of  Bro.  Geo.  Newcomer,  Ringgold,  Md.,  in 
order  that  sister  Newcomer,  who  has  been  in  ill 
health  for  some  time,  might  participate  in  an  ob- 
servance of  the  ordinances  as  they  are  delivered 
unto  us.  When  the  hour  came,  it  was  found  that 
not  one  only,  but  five  aged,  infirm  and  invalid 
saints  would  feast  that  night.  Loving  hearts  and 
willing  hands  spared  no  effort  to  get  them  togeth- 
er, and  all  possible  service,  that  would  add  to  their 
comfort  and  enjoyment,  was  eagerly  and  tenderly 
performed,  and  what  a  glorious  feast  that  was! 
The  Lord  came  very  near,  and  tears  gave  visible 
expression  to  emotions  of  mingled  joy  and  grati- 
tude. 

Then  there  were  tears  of  sorrow,  for  there  were 
those  present  who  expect  to  take  leave  of  us 
shortly,  to  seek  homes  in  Alabama.  They  are  Bro. 
Mitchell  Stover,  his  son  and  four  daughters,  Aaron 
Newcomer  and  wife.  All  are  members  and  active 
in  church  work.  Brethren  Stover  and  Newcomer 
are  deacons.  It  is  with  profound  regret  that  this 
church  parts  with  these  members;  but  we  know  that 
our  loss  will  be  gain  to  the  Master's  cause  wher- 
ever these  faithful  ones  locate.  C.  R.  Oellig. 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Oct.  2J. 


From  the  Mllledgevllle  Church,  III. 

On  the  evening  of  Nov.  10  Eld.  D.  L.  Miller 
commenced  a  series  of  "Talks"  at  the  above- 
named  church,  concerning  his  trip  around  the 
world.  He  continued  his  "Talks"  at  this  place 
until  Monday  evening,  Nov.  16.  The  leading  ob- 
ject in  these  "  Talks,  "  with  Bro.  Miller  is,  to  con- 
firm the  truthfulness  of  the  Bible.  It  is  remarka- 
ble how  by  his  "  Talks  "  he  corroborates  the  state- 
ments of  the  Bible.  They  should  be  sufficient  to 
convince  the  most  skeptical  mind  that  the  Bible  is 
true.  Bro.  Miller's  "Talks"  are  listened  to  with 
deep  interest.  The  zeal  manifested  on  his  part  is 
commendable.  His  work  is  an  honor  to  the  Breth- 
ren church,  and  a  glory  to  God.  Would  that  we 
might  all  manifest  a  greater  zeal  and  love  for 
Christ  and  the  church!  It  is  the  grandest  institu- 
tion in  earth  or  heaven.  Tobias  S.  Fike. 


From  Oklahoma  Territory. 


Oct.  1,  wife  and  I  started  to  the  Mt.  Hope 
church,  in  Logan  County.  We  had  our  first  meet- 
ing on  the  evening  of  Oct.  2,  and  continued  till  the 
evening  of  the  iQth,  preaching  in  all  twenty  ser- 
mons to  fair  congregations,  with  good  order.  Oct. 
16  the  District  of  Oklahoma  and  Indian  Terr.tory 
met  in  the  above  church  in  special  District  Meet- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  fully  organizing  their  Dis- 
trict, which  was  recently  cut  off  from  Texas.  Eld. 
S  Edgecomb  was  chosen  Moderator  of  the  meet- 
ing. Their  number  of  members  in  the  new  Dis- 
trict is  few  compared  with  older  territories,  and  they 
have  only  four  «l*rfif  but  tht  church  h»«  »  bright 


Notice  to  the  Elders  of  Middle  District  of  Indiana. 

The  following  paper  passed  at  the  last  District 
Meeting  of  Middle  District  of  Indiana: 

I.  That  all  funds  solicited  in  the  local  churches  for  home 
missionary  purposes  be  sent  to  the  treasurer  of  said  Board  on 
or  before  Dec.  31  of  each  year. 

Where  a  local  church  fails  to  report  any  aid  for  mission- 
ary purposes,  then  the  delegate  from  said  local  church  be  re- 
quired to  explain  the  reason  of  neglect. 

All  churches  wishing  their  donations  reported  at 
next  District  Meeting  must  send  such  donation  by 
Dec.  31,  1896,  to  E.  M.  Grossnickle,  Treasurer  of 
Mission  Board,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
S,  S.  Ulery, 
Mod.  Mission  Board. 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  Nov.  12. 


From  Bijou  Hills  Church,  S.  Dak. 


J.    Beaver, 


and  South  Da- 
nced preaching 


Saturday,  Oct.  10,  1896,  Bro. 
through  the  kindness  of  the  Mis: 
Northern  Iowa,  Minnesota,  North 
kota,  came  to  this  place  and  comme 
Oct.  II,  continuing  each  evening  until  the  evening 
of  the  25th,  when,  from  a  cold  contracted,  he  dis- 
continued until  the  evening  of  the  29th.  The 
storm,  so  general  in  many  places  in  the  Northwest 
country,  interfered  somewhat  with  our  attendance 
from  Oct.  29  until  the  close  of  the  meeting,  Nov. 
8.  On  the  evening  of  Nov.  7  we  held  our  love 
feast.  It  was  a  stormy  day,  and  the  snow  made 
traveling  disagreeable.  Nineteen  members  com- 
muned. One  young  sister  was  baptized  and  one 
more  expressed  a  willingness  to  come  soon.  The 
church  was  strengthened  and  encouraged  to  go 
on  in  her  work.  Considering  all  things,  our  meet- 
ings were  a  success,   and  enjoyed  by  all  who  at- 

id  gave  heed  to  the  advice  given  by  Bro. 

Our  isolation  from  the  Brotherhood  and 
congregations  places  this  small  body  of 

at  a  disadvantage  in  church  work  and 
We  trust  we  may  receive  more  fre- 
quent visits  from  ministering  brethren  in  the  fut- 
ure, who  will  aid  in  developing  the  work  here. 
We  all  appreciate  the  labors  of  our  dear  brother, 
and  hope  he  may  be  permitted  to  come  again  and 
help  us. 

During  the  meetings  the  church  called  two  dea- 
cons, the  work  falling  on  brethren  Charles  A,  Bait- 
man  md  Solomon  Petanronr-^hwo  worthy  brethren, 
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Beaver, 
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May  they  become  devoted  to  the  work  assigned. 
They  were  instructed  and  installed  by  Bro.  Beaver. 
On  the  morning  after  the  close  of  the  meetings  a 
few  members  assembled  at  the  writer's  home, 
where  the  solemn  ordinance  of  anointing  Bro.  John 
McClane  was  attended  to.  Wh.  G.  Cook. 


Bible  Normal  and  Bible  Land  Lectures. 

Definite  arrangements  have  been  made  to  com- 
mence our  first  Bible  Normal  in  the  town  of  Mor- 
rill, Kans.,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  1,  lasting  two  weeks, 
conducted  by  Prof.  S.  Z.  Sharp,  and  others. 

A  full  course  of  seven  lectures  will  be  given  by 
Bro.  D.  L.  Miller,  covering  the  whole  territory 
from  Hammerfest  and  Midnight  Sun  to  the  Golden 
Gate,  including  Egypt,  Sinai  and  the  Holy  Land. 
These  lectures,  as  well  as  the  relics  from  the  Seven 
Cnurchrs  of  Asia,  will  be  specially  interesting  to 
the  Bible  student. 

The  Normal  commences  Dec.  1,  and  the  lectures 
Dec.  3,  and  will  continue  from  night  to  night,  ex- 
cept Sunday  night,— seven  in  all. 

By  order  of  execulive  committee,  we  extend  a 
cordial  invitation  to  ail.  D.  A.  LlCHTY. 

Morrill,  Kans. 

Notes  by  the  Way. 

The  council  of  the  Macoupin  Creek  church, 
Oct.  1,  passed  off  with  a  good  feeling.  Preparation 
for  Communion  services  were  made,  and  also  for  a 
series  of  meetings. 

Bro.  D.  Wysong,  of  Nappanee,  Ind.,  came  Oct.  2, 
and  attended  the  feast  at  the  West  Otter  Creek 
church  the  same  evening.  How  pleasant  when  we 
can  thus  meet  and  enjoy  those  feasts  of  love  to- 
gether! Bro.  Overholscr,  of  California,  was  also  at 
that  feast  and  gave  us  many  good  thoughls. 

A  series  of  meetings,  at  Macoupin  Creek,  was  be- 
gun by  Bro.  Wysong,  Oct.  3.  The  love  feast  was 
held  Oct.  9.  It  was  a  rich  feast  to  the  soul.  Bro. 
Overholser  and  other  ministers  were  with  us.  The 
next  day  the  children's  meeting  was  well  attended 
and  the  food  given  them  was  nourishing  and  much 
enjoyed  even  by  the  older  ones.  Our  meetings  con- 
tinued with  the  best  interest  and  good  attendance 
until  Oct.  22.  The  church  was  much  built  up  and 
sinners  warned.  Our  dear  brother  can  surely  feel 
that  he  did  his  whole  duty. 

The  love  feast  at  Wood 
was  largely  attended.  Bro. 
laboring  hire  from  Sept.  26 
feast,  Oct.  21.  He  officiated 
He  acquitted  himself  as  a  tn 
this  feast  the  church  elected 


listened  to.    Two  were  received  into  the  church  by 
baptism.     We  trust  our  brother's  sermons  will  long 
be   remembered,    and   will   still  be  the  means   of 
bringing  many  souls  to  Christ.        Enos  J.  Reece. 
Grangeville,  Mo.,  Nov.  ij. 

From  Monte  Vista,  Colo. 


11  the 
love 


id,  Fulton  Co.,  111., 
1.  B.  Eby  had  been 
itil  the  time  of  our 
ith  much  solemnity, 
servant  of  God.  At 
deacon,  the  lot  fall- 
ing on  Cornelius  Mummert,  who  was  duly  installed, 
with  his  wife  as  a  helpmeet,  with  the  usual  solemni- 
ty- 

I  am  at  this  writing  in  the  Cole  Creek  church, 
Fulton  Co.,  111.,  the  home  of  Bro.  Bucklew.  He  is 
out  in  the  field,  laboring,  so  1  am  doing  the  best  I 
can  during  his  absence.  I  expect  to  continue  here 
till  Nov.  15.  Then,  with  Bro.  Bucklew  and  C.  Fitz, 
I  will  go,  by  appointment  of  District  Meeting,  to 
do  some  church  work.  My  next  place  of  work  will 
be  at  West  Otter  Creek,  Macoupin  Co.,  Nov.  21. 
Michael  Flory. 
Canton,  III.,  0:t.  jr. 


Bro.  Henry  Larick  having  returned  for  a  short 
time  from  Denver,  the  church  met  in  council  Oct. 
26.  The  greatest  love  was  manifested  in 
business  transacted.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
feast  before  we  separated,  and  accordingly  we  met 
Oct.  30,  for  that  purpose,  at  the  house  of  Bro.  Wall- 
ingford.  Five  members  surrounded  the  table  of  the 
Lord  and  all  felt  it  was  good  to  be  there.  After  the 
feast  Bro.  Larick  returned  to  his  home  in  Denver, 
while  Bro.  Wallingford  and  family  went  to  Glen- 
dale,  Arizona.  It  was  decided  to  continue  with 
our  church  work  here.  Two  dear  sisters  (Heiiman 
and  Arnold)  will  keep  up  the  Sunday  school  for 
the  winter.  Much  good  seed  has  been  sown  here. 
Perhaps  the  Lord  will  gather  it  many  days  hence. 
Nettie  Wallingford. 

Oct.  30. 

From  Miiford,  Ind. 

We  closed  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Lower  Mi- 
ami church,  Ohio,  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  25,  with 
three  accessions  by  baptism  and  a  good  interest. 
Their  love  feast  was  held  Oct.  24.  Ample  minis- 
terial help  was  present,  and  the  feast  was  all  that 
could  have  been  desired.  Oct.  26  I  returned  home. 
Bro.  D.  M.  Garver  was  assisting  in  a  series  of  meet- 
ings in  our  home  ( Mississinewa)  church.  One 
dear  soul  united  with  the  church  during  the  meet- 
ings, and  one  before  the  meetings  began.  The 
church  was  much  built  up.  We  closed  with  a 
glorious  love  feast.  On  Sunday  we  held 
dron's  meeting,  conducted  by  Bro.  Garvi 
little  children  enjoy  their  meetings  very  much. 
We  hold  two  children's  meetings  each  year  in  our 
church.  Our  Sunday  school  remembered  the  Mis- 
sion cause  during  the  'summer,  and  S65.00  was 
given  by  the  school  for  this  purpose.  The  first 
year  we  introduced  the  giving  by  the  school  for 
the  Mission,  we  received  some  over  S9.C.0.  Each 
year  we  have  increased,  until  this  year  the  amount 
above  stated  was  given.  May  the  Lord  bless  the 
donors! 

At  this  writing  I  am  at  Eld.  W.  R.  Deeter's,  try- 
ing to  assist  them  in  a  series  of  meetings.  May 
the  Lord  bless  the  efforts  of  his  children! 

Geo.  L.  Studebaker. 
Shideler,  Ind.,  Nov.  16. 


great,  but  the  laborers  are  few."  May  the  good 
work  go  on  and  many  precious  souls  be  gathered 
into  the  fold  of  Christ!  Wm.  R.  Bosserman, 

Nov.  15.  __^ 

From  Frederick,  Md. 

The  love  feast  here  was  a  very  enjoyable  one  to 
many.  One  hundred  and  ninety-four  members 
communed.  Bro.  Albert  Hollinger,  of  Washington 
City  did  the  most  of  the  preaching.  He  gave  us  a 
sound  talk.  His  reasoning  upon  feetwashing  and 
the  Lord's  Supper  got  many  to  thinking.  The 
house  was  crowded  and  the  very  best  attention  was 
given.  We  have  every  encouragement  from  our 
city  people,  that  they  will  make  ample  provisions 
for  our  coming  Annual  Meeting.  Inquiries  are  al- 
ready being  made  by  some,  to  know  what  they  can 
do  for  us,  and  what  preparations  should  be  made. 

We  believe  the  Brethren  will  be  more  than 
pleased  with  our  city  and  the  accommodations,  not 
forgetting  the  beautiful  Frederick  Valley  and  the 
grand  views  from  our  South  Mountain.  Of  course 
this  is  not  the  main  purpose  of  our  meeting  togeth- 
er. The  salvation  of  precious  souls  should  be  our 
aim.  If  any  of  our  ministering  brethren  should 
come  this  way  before  our  Conference,  we  hope  they 
will  give  us  at  least  a  few  meetings,  as  we  think  it 
an  excellent  time  to  work  this  coming  winter  and 
spring.  P.  D,  Fahrney. 


chil- 
The 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


From  the  Pleasant  Plains  Church,  Okla.  T. 


From  the  Shoal  Creek  Church,  Mo. 

Oct.  29,  1896,  we  met  in  council  preparatory  to 
our  love  feast.  At  this  meeting  a  report  of  the 
annual  visit  was  made.  All  the  members  seemed 
to  be  in  peace. 

We  held  our  Communion  Nov.  6,  which  was 
well  attended.  Several  were  present  from  adjoin- 
ing churches.  Our  ministerial  help  from  abroad 
were  brethren  Wm.  Harvey,  C.  Holderman,  S. 
Gault,  Wm.  Bradt,  S.  Shively  and  A.  Root.  Bro. 
Wm.  Harvey  officiated.  The  doctrine  of  the 
Gospel  was  well  defended  by  these  brethren.  The 
church  held  an  election  for  a  deacon  and  a  minis- 
ter, which  fell  on  Bro.  Wm.  Allman  and  the  writer. 
After  our  Communion  Bro.  Wm.  Harvey  held  a 
series  of   meetings    which  was  well  attended   and 


Bro.  G.  E.  Stuheoaker  has  been  preaching  in 
in  our  church  territory  for  the  past  two  weeks  with 
good  effect.  The  weak  have  been  made  strong, 
and  two  were  made  willing  to  be  buried  in  the  liq- 
uid wave,  to  walk  in  "  newness  of  life."  A  young 
sister,  nine  years  of  age,  came  to  us  near  Alva,  in 
the  organization  lately  formed  out  of  the  Pleasant 
Plains  church.  Others  are  longing  to  be  num- 
bered with  God's  children  when  circumstances  per- 
mit. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  14,  a  pleasant  anc 
enjoyable  feast  was  participated  in  by  nearly  two 
score  souls.  Quite  a  number  from  the  Hoyle 
church  were  with  us,  among  them  brethren  Hen- 
dricks and  Smith.  Bro.  Hendricks  officiated.  We 
had  pleasant  weather  and  good  order  and  attention. 
All  seemed  to  be  highly  pleased. 

On  Sunday  morning,  Nov.  15,  the  church  decid- 
ed to  hold  an  election  for  two  ministers  and  two 
deacons.  The  lot  fell  upon  Bro.  Daniel  Gordon 
and  Bro.  Cloyd  for  minister,  and  brethren  Ford  and 
Hartman  for  deacons.  Brethren  Gordon  and  Ford 
and  their  wives  were  duly  installed  in  their  respec- 
tive offices.  The  installation  of  brethren  Cloyd 
and  Hartman  was  deferred,  as  neither  one  was 
present  at  the  meeting.  Bro.  Hendricks  officiated 
in  the  installation  service. 

We  are  glad   for  the  thought  of  more  laborers, 
I  for  we  have  long  since  realized  that  "  the  harvest  is 


Our  labors  in  the  Cole  Creek  Church,  Fulton  Co., 
ill.,  closed  Nov.  12,  with  good  interest  and  some  not 
far  from  the  church.  There  are  some  loyal  loving 
hearts  in  that  church.  Bro.  S.  Bucklew  is  doing  a 
good  work  there,  and  seemingly  has  the  good  will 
of  all.  While  there  is  much  to  overcome,  yet  we 
hope  that,  ere  long,  there  will  be  quite  an  ingather- 
ing there.  Let  our  united  prayers  be  for  the  suc- 
cess of  God's  servants  and  workers  everywhere! 
May  the  grace  of  God  rest  upon  those  who  bear  tKe 
precious  seeds!  ^ 

Saturday,  Nov.  14,  was  the  day  for  the  love  feast 
at  Mansfield,  111.,  in  the  Blue  Ridge  church.  Truly 
it  was  a  feast  to  the  soul!  Bro.  John  Arnold,  of 
Lintner,  111.,  was  there,  to  assist  in  the  work  with 
the  home  ministry.  We  had  meetings  on  Sunday 
and  Sunday  night,  which  were  well  attended.  They 
have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school.  Though  they 
have  just  passed  through  a  dark  season,  light  is  now 
shining  in  and  by  care  and  much  earnest,  consecrat- 
ed work,  some  good  can  be  done.  They  contem- 
plate a  series  of  services  this  winter.  May  all  work 
and  pray  for  a  harvest! 

From  here  I  go  to  Cerro  Gordo  to  attend  to  some 
church  work  Nov.  17.  Nov.  20  I  go  to  Pleasant 
Hill,  111.,  Macoupin  Co.,  to  assist  in  some  church 
work  authorized  by  the  elders  of  Southern  Illinois. 
Nov.  21  I  begin  a  series  of  meetings  at  We>t  Otter 
Creek,  Macoupin  Co.,  111.     May  God  bless  all! 

Michael  Flory. 
Girard,  III.,  Nov.  16. 


From  the  Chestnut  drove  Church,  W.  Va. 

Oct.  17,  Bro.  P.  S.  Miller,  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  began 
a  series  of  meetings  here.  We  had  meetings  each 
evening  until  Thursday,  Oct.  22,  when  we  had  our 
love  feast,  which  was  unusually  enjoyable,  as  there 
was  most  excellent  order  and  good  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  spectators,  with  whom  the  house  was 
filled.  At  this  feast  there  were  many  members  who 
are  isolated  from  the  main  body  of  the  church. 

Bro.  Miller  continued  the  meetings  until  Nov.  1, 
when  he,  according  to  other  arrangements,  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  us.  He  preached,  in  all,  twenty-one 
soul-cheering  sermons.  On  the  last  day,  Sunday, 
four  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism,  an 
there  were  two  other  applicants.  . 

There  being  quite  an  interest  yet,  the  home  bre  - 
ren  decided  to  continue  the  meetings  in  a  schoo 
house  about  six  miles  east  of  the  church. 

Bro.  A.  B.  Duncan  did  most  of  the  f'acbi^ 
and  we  were  again  made  to  rejoice  over  the  re 


November  28.  1896. 
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i  six,  who  joined  in  with  us.  They,  with  the  two 
remaining  applicants,  were,  on  Sunday,  Nov.  8,  led 
into  the  stream  by  Bro.  Joseph  Crouse,  and  there 
buried  with  Christ  in  baptism,  making  twelve  in  all. 
The  meetings  were  all  well  attended  and  the  church 
nere  feels  much  encouraged  and  revived. 

A  church  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  last  meetings 
is  almost  completed,  and  the  brethren  think  suffi 
cient  funds  may  be  raised  to  complete  the  house  by 
the  latter  part  of  December.  Minnie  Sanger. 

Fayetleville,  W.  Va*  Nov.  10. 


Notes  »  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

„Aa  coid  water  to  a  thirsty  soul,  so  is  good  news  Irom  a  far  country." 


j,ns. — The  members  of  the  Ozawkie 
church  met  in  council  Nov.  13.  Considerable  busi- 
ness came  before  the  meeting.  Five  were  received 
by  letter.  Letters  of  recommendation  were  granted 
to  three,  and  one  dear  young  brother  restored  to 
fellowship.  Since  my  last  report,  one  young  sister 
has  united  with  the  church  by  baptism,  and  two 
that  had  wandered  away  from  the  fold,  were  re- 
stored to  fellowship.— H.  L.  Brammell,  Nov.  14. 

To  California. — Providence  aiding,  wife  and  1 
shall  leave  for  our  home  in  Inglewood,  Cal.,  Dec. 
16,  We  should  be  pleased  to  have  the  pleasant  as- 
sociation of  dear  brethren  and  sisters  on  the  way 
out,  and  would  try  to  make  the  journey  interesting 
to  them;  hence  those  who  will  take  the  "Santa 
Fe  "  train  at  Chicago,  at  10:25  P.  M.,  Dec.  15,  or 
at  Kansas  City,  at  1  P.  M.,  Dec.  16,  will  find  us  on 
train  after  leaving  Kansas  City.— M.  M.  Eshelman, 
Benson,  III. 

Spring  Branch  Church,  Mo.— Bro.  Israel  Cripe 
held  four  meetings  at  a  schoolhouse  about  two  and 
t.ne-half  miles  north  of  here  prior  to  our  love  feast, 
which  occurred  Friday,  Oct.  23.  It  was  a  most  en- 
joyable occasion.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Lentz  officiated. 
Forty-eight  members  communed.  Bro.  Wm.  Hoi- 
.',).,.!....  o£  the  Prairie  View  church,  wass  with  us  anc 
preached  on  Saturday,  at  eleven.  Bro.  Lentz  re- 
mained with  us  until  Nov.  8,  preaching,  in  all,  nine- 
teen sermons.  Two  were  baptized  and  the  members 
are  much  encouraged. — B.  E.  Bteshears,  Avery,  Mo., 
Nov.  12. 

Knoxville,  Ark.— Since  our  arrival  here,  we  have 
not  been  idle.  We  have  held  services  three  Sun- 
days of  each  month  at  two  different  points.  The 
brethren  have  made  a  good  impression  on  the 
people  here.  We  expect  to  hold  a  series  of  meet- 
ings, commencing  Dec.  12.  During  the  meetings 
we  expect  to  organize  with  about  twenty  members, 
and  close  with  a  love  feast.  The  meetings  will  be 
held  in  the  M.  E.  church  in  Knoxville.  Brethren 
contemplating  to  see  this  country  should  make  a 
note  of  the  above  meetings  and  be  with  us,  especial- 
ly ministers.  The  members  are  generally  well  satis- 
fied here,  and  the  prospects  are  promising  to  build 
up  a  large  colony  of  the  Brethren.  We  invite  loy- 
al members  among  us.  May  the  Lord  bless  the 
Messenger  in  its  grand  mission! — Henry  Btubker, 
Nov.  16. 

Knox  County,  Ohio.— By  request  of  the  Dan- 
ville church,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  I  met  with  them 
on  the  evening  of  Oct.  14,  to  assist  them  in  a  se- 
ries of  meetings.  Providence  favored  us  with  fine 
weather  and  good  roads.  The  dear  members  had 
arranged  their  affairs  so  that  all  could  attend  the 
meetings.  The  interest  was  commendable  from  the 
start  and  continued  to  grow  until  their  large  and 
well-arranged  house  was  filled  with  anxious  list- 
eners. During  those  meetings  a  very  enjoyable 
Communion  was  held.  For  two  weeks  prior  to 
'he  series  of  meetings  sister  Jennie  Culler,  of  Weil- 
ersville,  Ohio,  conducted  an  interesting  singing 
school.  Sister  Culler  remained  during  our  stay. 
Her  presence  added  much  to  the  interest  and  suc- 
cess of  the  meeting.  We  remained  with  them  near- 
'y  two  weeks.  Seven  precious  souls  were  added 
to  the  church  by  baptism;  others  were  made  to  re- 
size that  all  is  not  well  with  them—  Reuben  Shroy- 
f,  Pierce,  Ohio,  Oct.  29, 


Myersdale,  Pa.—  Our  love  feast  passed  off  very 
nicely,  with  good  attendance.  Bro.  W.  J.  Swigart, 
of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  came  here  on  Wednesday  and 
was  with  us  at  the  love  feast  and  over  Sunday. 
He  preached  six  very  good  sermons. — /.  C.  Johnson. 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Va.— Since  my  last  writ- 
ing there  have  been  three  more  precious  souls 
added  to  the  church  by  baptism  Nov.  15.  Many 
more,  I  think,  are  counting  the  cost.  May  the 
Lord  help  us  in  the  good  work! — Thos.  A.  Humph- 
reys, Sampson,  Va.,  Nov.  16. 

Frankfort,  Ohio.— Our  love  feast,  Oct.  24,  was  a 
feast  to  the  soul.  Ministering  brethren  present 
were  Jonas  Horning,  Wiley  Dolby,  James  H.  May 
and  Charles  E.  May.  Eld.  Jonas  Horning  offici- 
ated. The  house  was  crowded  with  earnest  spec- 
tators, with  the  best  of  order.—/.  C.Jones,  Nov.  4. 

Chana,  111.— I  am  now  at  Chana,  111.,  preaching 
the  Gospel  to  the  people  at  this  new  point.  The 
attendance  is  not  large,  but  the  people  are  much 
interested  in  the  investigation  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Bible.  Prospects  so  far  are  favorable.  The 
harvest  is  great  and  laborers  are  few,  but  the  re- 
ward of  the  few  is  large— /a/,!/!  Heck/nan. 

Black  River  Church,  Mich.— Bro.  Thurston  Mil- 
ler, of  Laporte,  Ind.,  recently  made  us  a  welcome 
visit.  He  preached  several  sermons  at  Grand  Junc- 
tion and  other  points.  Our  aged  sister,  Judith 
Loehr,  widow  of  Bro.  Frederick  P.  Loehr,  is  mak- 
ing her  home  with  her  daughter  in  Bloomingdale. 
— Cyrus  Wallick,  Bloomingdale,  Mich.,  Nov.  /p. 

Topeco,  Va. — On  the  morning  of  Oct.  23,  in  com- 
pany with  Bro.  Noah  Reed,  I  started  for  a  preaching 
tour  through  Carroll  and  Pulaski  Counties,  Va. 
We  held  twenty-four  meetings  at  thirteen  different 
places.  As  a  result,  four  were  added  to  the  fold 
by  baptism.  Others  were  almost  persuaded.  We 
reached  our  homes  on  the  evening  of  Nrv.  3,  after 
having  traveled  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles—  Har- 
vey Weddle. 

Eagle  Creels:  Church,  Ohio.— On  Saturday,  Oct. 
24,  the  members  of  this  church  held  their  Com- 
munion. About  ninety  members  communed.  Bro. 
P.  W.  Stuckman,  of  Indiana,  officiated.  On  Sun- 
day following,  Bro.  Stuckman  commenced  a  series 
of  meetings,  and  preached  until  the  evening  of 
Nov.  17.  The  members  were  encouraged,  and 
sinners  were   made   to  realize   their   great   danger. 
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Sixteen 

baptized  to  walk  in  new 
also  two  reclaimed  who 
for  quite  a  while.  — Joh 
Ohio,  Nov.  18. 

Ba'avia,  111.— Bro.  J.  C 
nest  request  of  some  of  c 

highly-instructive  lectures  on  his  travels  through 
the  Bible  Lands.  His  talks  were  very  interesting 
and  so  vividly  presented  that  we  could  see,  in  im- 
agination, those  far-off  lands,  and  almost  fancy 
ourselves  his  companions  in  travel.  His  first  lec- 
ture comprised  walks  and  talks  about  Jerusalem; 
the  second  carried  us  through  all  the  most  noted 
places  of  ancient  Egypt.  The  house  was  nearly 
filled  during  each  lecture,  and  every  one  went  away 
with  the  pleasures  of  an  evening  well  spent.— S.  E. 
Nelzley,  Nov.  19. 

Elk  Lick,  Pa.— Oct.  3  we  went  to  Hyndman,  Pa., 
to  preach  a  week  for  the  brethren.  We  remained 
until  Oct.  10.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  their 
love  feast  was  held.  This  little  band  of  brethren 
and  sisters,  twenty-five  or  thirty  in  number,  are 
under  the  care  of  Eld.  C.  G.  Lint,  who,  on  account 
of  his  other  ministerial  duties  and  failing  health, 
does  not  reach  them  as  often  as  they  desire.  Bro. 
Thos.  Harden  is  their  minister  and  seems  to  have 
the  good  of  the  cause  at  heart,  but  being  compelled 
to  labor  six  days  out  of  the  week  in  the  brick- 
yard, in  order  to  support  his  family,  he  cannot  do 
as  much  as  he  would  like  for  the  Master's  cause. 
The  members  in  Hyndman  seem  to  be  very  hum- 
ble and  faithful,  and  are  doing  all  they  can  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  Zion.  We  enjoyed  our  visit 
among  them  very  much.— W.  A.  Gaunt,  Nov.  3. 


Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Va.-Bro.  D.  C.  Flory, 
sisted  by  Bro.  A.  E.  Early,  came  to  us  Oct.   18, 

and  conducted  a  series  of  meetings  up  to  Nov   t. 

Three   were   Received  by  baptism  and   more  seem 

near  the  kingdom. — Thos.  A.  Humphreys,  Sampson, 

Va. 
Conemaugh,  Pa. — Bro.  J.  F.  Dietz  began  a  series 

of  meetings  in  the  Giffin   Hill    meetinghouse  Oct. 

10,  and  closed  Oct.  30.     We  had  fair  congregations 

and  good  interest.     Two  dear  souls  were  baptized. 

A  number  of  others  were  deeply  impressed.     Bro. 

Dietz  labored  faithfully  while  with  us.— Annie  Rib- 

blctl. 

Smithfleld,  W.  Va.-I  am  now  in  the  midst  of  a 
glorious  meeting  at  Hickor; 
I  commenced  last  Thursday  evenii 
ing  we  have  three  applicants  i 
indications  are  for  many  to  foil 
Lord  is  among  us  and  blessing 
Slahl,  Nov.  8. 

Stuttgart,  Ark.— The  few  isolated  members  here 
are  still  hungry  for  the  bread  that  feeds  the  soul, 
but  there  has  not  been  one  sermon  preached  here 
since  Bro.  Jas.  R.  Gish's  death.  Brethren,  think  of 
this!  Remember  that  at  some  places  there  are 
plenty  of  ministers  who  might  help  us.  We  hope 
that  some  will  give  this  place  a  call.  The  Messen- 
ger is  full  of  good  and  wholesome  reading,  and 
there  has  been  much  good  done  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord. — Lyman  Turner,  Nov.  /J. 

Mack's  Creek,  Mo.— Bro.  Israel  Cripe,  of  John- 
son County,  Mo.,  came  to  our  place  Oct.  24,  and 
held  fourteen  meetings.  One  dear  sister  was  add- 
ed to  our  number  by  Christian  baptism.  The 
members  were  much  built  up  in  the  faith,  and  pros- 
pects for  the  future  seem  encouraging.  We  now 
have  ten  members,  and  much  desire  members  to 
settle  among  us,  and  especially  ministering  breth- 
ren. Any  one  desiring  information,  will  address 
the  undersigned.—  William  M  Mitchell,  Nov  J. 

A  Suggestion.— Not  a  few  kind-hearted  readers 
of  the  Messenger  occasionally  send  me  writing 
paper  by  mail,  not  tln/ri quently  paying  letter  postage, 
costing  more  than  the  papir.  Would  it  not  be  eco- 
v  or  stamps,  and  thus  save 
to  procure  whatever  requi- 
try  demands?  1  do  not  want  a 
ice  this  suggestion.  I  thank  the 
it  into  the  hearts  of  his  children 
16.— C.  H.  Bahbaugh,  Union  De- 


1  to  send  1 
postage,  and  allow 


Lord  that  he 
to  fufill  Heb. 
posit,  Pa. 

Shipshewana  Church,  Ind. —  Eld.  Isaiah  Rair- 
igh,  of  Woodland,  Mich.,  met  with  us  at  the  Ship- 
shewana church,  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  30,  and 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings,  which  closed  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  13.  He  preached,  in  all,  six- 
teen sermons.  During  the  meetings  three  precious 
souls  were  made  willing  to  forsake  sin  and  follow 
Jesus.  How  pleasant  to  see  the  young  remember 
their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their  youth!  We  feel 
that  others  were  almost  persuaded.— Ellen  Kauff- 
man,  Emma,  Ind,,  Nov.  17. 

Osage  Church,  Kans.— Our  protracted  meeting, 
which  began  one  week  before  our  Ministerial  Meet- 
ing, closed  last  night.  The  first  week  the  services 
were  conducted  by  the  home  ministers,  after  which 
Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp  preached  for  one  week;  after  that 
the  home  ministers  continued  the  work  Fourteen 
came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  during  these  meetings. 
With  two  shortly  before,  and  two  by  letter,  this 
makes  an  increase  of  eighteen  in  all.  Five  of 
these  were  from  an  adjoining  church.  Our  Minis- 
terial Meeting  was  not  so  well  represented  from 
the  adjoining  churches  on  account  of  the  bad 
weather  the  day  before,  but  the  interest  was  good. 
We  have  reasons  to  believe  that  all  that  were  pres- 
ent were  strengthened  in  the  divine  life.  No  time 
was  lost,  but  it  seemed  the  time  was  too  short  for 
all  to  give  their  views.  Our  love  feast  was  well 
represented.  Bro.  Sharp  officiated.  We  expect  to 
have  a  Bible  Normal  some  time  during  the  winter, 
conducted  by  Bro.  Sharp.— Salem  Beery,  McCune, 
Kans.,  Nov,  12, 
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Dayton,  Ohio.— Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum 
began  a  series  of  meetings  Nov.  14. 
in  the  West  Dayton  church.—  Elmer 
Wombold,  17  Farley  St. 

Ephrata,  Pa.  —  In  the  Messenger 
page  717,  in  the  Ephrata  notes,  it  was 
stated  that  John  R.  Ray  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  deacon.  It  should 
have  been  "John  R.  Royer."— /.  B. 
Keller. 

Lanark,  III.— Two  were  received  by 
baptism  in  the  Cherry  Grove  church, 
111.,  Nov.  7,— a  young  man  and  wife, 
Nov.  14  Bro.  Wm.  Eisenbise  began  a 
series  of  meetings.—  C.  P.  Rowland, 
Nov.  17. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— Our  home  ministers 
began  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Glade  View  church  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  6,  and  continued  up  to  the  night 
of  the  14th,  with  four  added  to  the  fold 
of  Christ  by  baptism.  We  had  preach- 
ing each  night  and  twice  on  Sunday. 
— Rachel  Weimer. 

Libertyville,  Iowa.  —  Bro.  Joseph 
Holder,  of  Indiana,  came  to  our 
church  Oct.  25,  and  preached  for  us 
from  then  until  Sunday  evening,  Nov. 
1.  The  attendance  was  small  but 
there  was  a  good  interest  on  the  part 
of  those  that  did  attend.  Bro.  Holder 
gave  us  many  good  lessons,  and  may 
we  not  be  forgetful  hearers,  but  doers. 
One  was  baptized  yesterday,  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  meetings.— W.  N.  Glotfelty, 
Nov.  16. 

Higginsville,  W.  Va.— We  have  en- 
joyed some  good  meetings  recently. 
Bro.  George  S.  Arnold,  of  Burlington, 
W.  Va.,  came  Oct.  21,  and  remained 
until  the  29th.  We  had  a  good  meet- 
ing. Two  precious  souls  came  out  on 
the  Lord's  side,  while  others  were 
deeply  impressed,  but  could  not  be 
reconciled.  We  pray  God  that  every 
hindrance  may  be  removed,  that  many 
more  may  come  into  the  fold  of 
Christ!  Some  attended  the  meetings 
that  never  heard  the  Brethren  preach. 
We  surely  have  cause  to  thank  the 
Lord  for  his  goodnessl  —  Annie  B. 
Shan  holts. 

Paradise  Prairie  Church,  Okla  — 
Oct.  31  the  church  met  in  council. 
The  annual  visit  was  reported  and 
preparation  made  for  the  Communion, 
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to  enjoy  it  to  the  fullest  extent. 
About  seventy  communed.  A  num 
ber  of  members  from  neighboring  con- 
gregations were  with  us.  Visiting 
ministers  present  were  brethren  A 
Austin,  J.  O.  Brubaker,  George  Lan- 
dis  and  S.  Harshman.  They  gav. 
much  good  counsel.  This  chute 
looking  forward  to  the  series  of  meet- 
ings, to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  H. 
Crist,  of  Kansas,  beginning  Dec.  5. 
One  was  received  by  letter  since  my 
last  report.  —  /.  C.  Neh>r,  Clarkson, 
Okla.,  Nov.  ij. 


five  dollars  in  any  work  on  astronomy.  As 
Mr.  Hicks  has  so  correctly  and  faithfully 
warned  the  public  of  coming  droughts,  floods, 
cold  waves,  blizzards,  tornadoes  and  cyclones, 
in  the  years  passed,  aside  from  the  other 
varied  and  splendid  features  of  his  paper  s',d 
Almanac,  these  considerations  alone  should 
prompt  every  family  to  subscribe  at  once  for 
1897.  The  Almanac  is  only  25  cents  a  copy. 
"Word  and  Works"  is  one  dollar  a  year,  and 
a  copy  of  the  fine  Almanac  goes  as  a  pre- 
mium with  every  yearly  subscription.  Write 
to  Word  and  Works  Publishing  Co.,  St.  Louis, 


STERN.-In  Baltimore  City,  Md.,  Oct.  23, 
896,  Cover,  son  of  friend  David  Stern,  aged 
o  years,  4  months  and  2  days.  Little  Govei 
/as  a  newsboy,  and  was  run  over  by  an  elec- 
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Select  Notes.  —  A  commentary 
Sunday  school  lessons  for  1897.  By  F.  N, 
and  M.  A.  Peloubet.  Illustrated.  Cloth,  $1.25, 
W.  A.  Wilde  &  Co.,  Boston, 

Every  student  appreciates  the  pleasure  and 
profitableness  of  having  within  easy  reach 
and  in  condensed  form  accurate  information 
striking  illustrations,  and  convincing  argu- 
ments regarding  any  subject  that  he  may  be 
studying.  It  is  because  the  Select  Notes 
furnishes  all  this  and  very  much 
garding  each  and  every  Suuday  schi 
that  it  has  become  the  most  popular  book  of 
its  class  in  the  world.  Every  annual  issue 
is  an  improvement  over  the  preceding  vol- 
ume from  every  standpoint,  and  the  1897 
hand  fully  sustains  every  pos- 


ible 


en. la 


It  stands  unequalled,  unapproachable,  the 
peer  of  all  similar  books,  and  its  weekly  use 
by  over  five  hundred  thousand  scholars  all 
around  the  world  proves  its  positive  worth 
to  all  Sunday  school  workers. 

We  congratulate  the  author,  the  publishers, 
and  the  Sunday  school  world  for  the  book, 
the  annual  issuance  of  which  marks  a  dis 
inctive,  appreciable  increase  of  knowledge 
egarding  the  Book  of  all  books. 
The  book  may  be  ordered  from  the  Mes- 
hnger  office. 
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Trv  It  and  See.— Whatever  may  be  said 
about  the  publications  of  Rev.  Irl  R.  Hicks  by 
those  who  do  not  fully  understand  the  facts, 
there  is  no  denying  the  truth  that  his  papei 
and  Almanac  have  come  to  stay.  His  splen- 
did journal,  "  Word  and  Works,"  is  now  en 
tering  its  tenth  year,  largely  increased  in  cir 
culation  and  in  every  way  improved,  until  i1 
deserves  the  national  reputation  it  has  at 
tained.  His  1897  Almanac  is  now  ready  and 
is  by  far  the  finest  and  most  beautiful  he  has 
yet  issued.     It  contains  108  pages,  including 


HOCH.— In  the  Ridge  church,  Pa„  July  26, 
896,  sister  Magdalene  Hocb,  aged  about  81 
ears,  She  united  with  the  church  when  quite 
oung.  She  has  been  an  invalid  for  a  number 
f  years.  She  fell  and  broke  her  thigh  which 
ever  fully  knit  together,  causing  her  to  go  on 
rutches.  After  some  time  she  fell  again 
and  broke  her  wrist.  Both  gave  her  consid- 
erable pain,  yet  she  endured  all  with  Chris- 
tian patience,  sometimes  saying  she  was  glad 
it  was  no  worse  and  thanked  the  Lord  for  the 
health  she  enjoyed.  About  eighteen  months 
ago  her  companion,  Bro.  Abram  Hoch,  was 
called  to  bis  reward.  Bro.  Hoch  served  faith- 
fully in  the  office  of  deacon  for  a  number  of 
years.  Some  months  before  her  death  she 
called  the  elders  and  was  anointed.  A  few 
days  before  she  died  she  requested  to  enjoy 
another  Communion  season.  A  number  of 
brethren  and  sisters  met  and  enjoyed  a  feast 
to  the  soul  with  ber.  For  some  years  she 
spent  most  of  her  time  in  reading  her  Bible 
the  Messenger  and  brother  and  sister  Mil- 
ler's books.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  S.  M 
ourfer  and  Eld.  H.  G.  Etter,  from  2  Cor.  5 
i,  20.  J.  R.  Foglesanger. 

YOUTZY.— At  her  home    in  Bratton  town- 
ship, Mifflin  Co.,  Pa.,  Susan  Youtzy,  aged  60 
ars,  2  months  and  8  days.      Deceased  was  a 
ember  of  the  Brethren  church,  and  bore  ber 
ffenngs  quietly  and  with  a  strong  desire  to 
depart  aud  be  with   Christ.     She  leaves  four 
daughters  and   two    sons.     Funeral    services 
were  held  in  the  Pine  Glen  church  and  con- 
ducted by  Reuben  Myers  and  Michael  Yoder. 
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CRIPE.— In  the  Antioch  church,  Hunting- 
ton Co.,  Ind„  Nov.  3,  1896,  Mary  Cripe,  aged 
82  years,  10  months  and  16  days.  Deceased 
was  married  to  Samuel  Mohler,  Nov.  13,  1838. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  six  children- 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Nov.  20,  1850,  the  husband 
was  called  to  the  land  of  spirits,  and  three 
years  later  the  widowed  mother  was  married 
to  Daniel  Cripe,  who  also  answered  the  death 
angel's  call  in  1881.  The  last  union  was 
blessed  with  one  daughter.  Sister  Cripe  was 
a  member  of  the  Brethren  church  more  than 
fifty  years.  -Funeral  services  by  the  writer  in 
the  town  of  Andrews,  Nov.  5. 

A.  L.  Wright. 
DELAUTER— In  the  North  Manchester 
church,  Ind.,  Nov.  6,  1896,  Bro.  Aaron  Delau- 
ter,  aged  32  years,  11  months  and  16  days. 
He  had  been  a  sufferer  for  several  years.  He 
was  truly  an  example  in  patience  and  Chris- 
tian fortitude.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  G. 
B.  Heeler,  and  others.  D.  C.  Cripe. 

DIEHL. — In  the  Marsh  Creek  congrega- 
tion, Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  July  29,  1896,  Bro.  John 
Diehl,  aged  26  years,  3  months  and  17  days. 
Bro,  John  had  given  his  heart  to  God  in  his 
youth.  He  was  sick  but  a  short  time.  He 
:s  father,  mother,  three  sisters  and  two 
brothers.  Rachel  A.  Pfoutz. 

KELLER:— In  the  Little  Cove  church,  Pa., 
Nov.  3,  1896,  sister  Emma  C.  Keller,  wife  of 
Eld.  Jacob  Keller,  aged  40  years,  3  months 
2  days.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of 
church  for  years,  a  kind  mother  and  a 
faithful  wife.  She  was  afflicted  for  nine 
:s,  but  bore  it  with  Christian  patience, 
e  weeks  before  her  death  she  called  for 
alders  and  was  anointed.  The  funeral 
ces  were  conducted  by  Bro.  C.  Garling, 
assisted  by  the  home  brethren. 

Sallie  A.  Myers. 
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D.  T.  DlERDORFF. 

BRUMBACK.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Sal- 
imonie  church,  Huntington  Co.,  Ind.,  Sept.  8, 
1896,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Adam  Brumback,  aged 
66  years,  10  months  and  5  days.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Geo.  and  Sarah  Harter.  Funeral 
at  Pleasant  Plains,  near  the  home  of  the  de- 
ceased, by  the  writer.  O.  C.  Ellis. 

WITT.— Near  Conner,  Somerset    Co.,   Pa., 

infant  daughter  of  friend   Daniel  and   Zevila 

,  aged   4    weeks    and    4    days.     Funei 

ces  at  the  house,  conducted  by  J.  B.  F 

guson  from  the  words:  "  Suffer  little  childr 

d  forbid  them  not  to  come  unto  me,  for  of 

ch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

M.  A.  Ferguson, 
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in  marriage  to  Elias  Claxton 
Ten  children  blessed  this 
union,  six  of  whom,  with  her  hnsband, 
vive  her.  She  led  a  Christian  life,  having 
united  with  the  German  Baptist  church  in 
her  youth.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 
J.  E.  Jose™. 


WHEAT.— In  the  bounds  of  the  Kaskas 
kia  church,  III.,  Aug.  27,  1896,  of  diphtheria' 
Clarence  Calvin,  son  of  Allen  and  Mary  f' 
Wheat,  aged  2  years,  5  months  and  3  days' 
He  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Kaskaskia  cernV 
tery.     Funeral  services  by  the  writer. 

Granville  Nevinger. 
JOHNSTON.  — In  the  bounds  of  the  Mont. 
gomery  church,  Pa.,  Oct.  7,  1896,  Sarah  C 
Johnston,  daughter  of  Eld.  Mark  Minser,  de- 
ceased, aged  43  years,  1  month  and  17  days, 
children  are  left  without  a  mother  or 
father  to  care  for  them.  Lizzie  Fyock. 

GARDNER.  —  In  the    Manor  church,  pa 
ct.  2,  1896,  John  Gardner,  aged  77  years  8 
onths  and  3  days.      He  leaves  a  wife  (a  sis- 
ter) and  four  children.     Services  at  the  house 
by  Bro.  Jasper  Bamthouse  from  1  Cor.  15:  35, 
Lizzie  Fyock. 
HERRING.— In  the  Myersdale  church,  Pa. 
Nov.  1,  1896,  Elijah  Herring,  aged  69  years, 
8  months  and  16  days.     He  became  a  member 
of  the  Brethren  church  in  1855  and  was  faith- 
ful   till    death.      He  patiently  suffered  about 
a  year,  and  longed  for  the  Lord  to  take  him, 
Funeral  services  by   Eld.   C.  G.  Lint  from  2 
Pet.  1.  I.  C.  Johnson. 

HOSTETLER.— In  the  Myersdale  church, 
Pa.,  Oct.  27,  1896,  Bro.  Samuel  M.  Hostetler, 
aged  72  years,  6  months  and  28  days.  He 
yas  paralyzed  and  soon  taken.  Funeral  serv- 
:e  by  Mr.  Mackey,  assisted  by  the  writer. 
I.  C.  Johnson. 
SNAVELY.— At  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  Nov.  12, 
896,  after  an  illness  of  over  three  weeks,  sis- 
er  Grace  Snavely,  aged  nearly  17  years.  De- 
eased  was  a  student  at  Mt.  Morris  College, 
ihe    entered  the  school  in    Septembei 


nd 


uch    pr< 


Dis 


however,  was  lurking  in  ber  system,  and  un- 
consciously seized  upon  her  with  a  grasp  so 
unrelenting  as  to  baffle  all  medical  skill. 
Both  her  parents  were  by  her  bedside  during 
her  illness.  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  accompanied 
the  remains  to  her  home  at  Hudson,  111., 
where  a  very  large  congregation  assembled  to 
:onsign  them  to  their  final  resting  place. 
The  parents  and    only    remaining    daughter 
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BASHOR.  —  At   Bradford,    Ohio, 

96,   Elizabeth   Mummert    Bishcr, 

years,   5    months    and  19  days.     He 
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duration.  She  patiently  bore  her  affliction. 
She  was  anointed  over  four  weeks  before  her 
death.  Funeral  sermon  by  Bro.  Isaac  Frantz 
ou  the  words,  "  We  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf." 

S.  D.  Rover. 
WHEAT— In  the  bounds  of  the  Kaskas- 
kia church,  Sept.  4,  1896,  of  diphtheria,  Nancy 
Calhea,  daughter  of  Allen  aud  Mary  E. 
Wheat,  aged  3  years,  9  months  and  4  days, 
Funeral  by  the  writer  from  1  Cor,  15:  55. 

Granville  Nevinger, 
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Their  unioi 

and     eight     daughters. 

daughter  preceded   hit 

even  children  survive  him.  He  was  bom 
sed  and  always  lived  on  the  same  place, 
cept  for  the  last  few  years.  The  funeral 
is  conducted  by  elders  Noah  Longenecker 

and  John  Kurtz  from  Rev.  21 :  7. 

D.  F.  Ebie. 

KREIDER.— In  the  White  Oak  church, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1896,  Lydia  Kreid- 
er,  aged  75  years,  6  months  and  22  days.  She 
was  the  oldest  child  of  Andrew  Hoerner,  de- 
ceased, and  the  widow  of  Cornelius  Kreider. 
Five  children  remain.  She  had  long  been  a 
soldier  in  the  service  of  Christ. 

H.  H.  Harnly. 

SWIGERD.— In  the  Swan  Creek  church, 
Fulton  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  2,  1896,  of  consumption, 
sister  Sadie  M.  Swigerd,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  sister  Catharine  Deck,  aged  28  years,  6 
months  and  22  days.  She  was  married  to 
Samuel  Swigert  Sept.  9,  1888.  She  leaves 
a  husband  and  one  son.  Funeral  services  by 
the  writer.  David  Bbrkeybile. 

HOOVER.— In  the  Nettle  Creek  church, 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  Oct.  25,  1896,  sister  Susan- 
nah (Brower)  Hoover,  aged  58  years,  2  months 
and  13  days.  She  was  born  Aug.  12,  i838- 
She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Jonathan 
Hoover  Dec.  16,  i860.  To  them  were  born 
three  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  sons  and 
two  daughters  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  Ian  . 
She  became  a  member  of  the  German  Bap- 
tist church  in  1862,  and  ever  lived  a  faithful 
and  exemplary  life.  She  was  sorely  afflicted 
with  rheumatism  for  about  thirteen  years, 
much  of  the  time  having  to  go  upon  crutches, 
For  the  last  five  years  she  spent  much  of  her 
time  reading  her  Bible  and  the  Messenger. 
She  called  for  the  elders  of  the  church  an 
was  anointed,  after  which,  in  a  few  hours,  she 
passed  peacefully  and  calmly  over  the  Jor 
of  death,  leaving  a  husband  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Funeral  services  conducted  by  elders 
Lewis  W.  Teeter  and  Lewis  Kinsey  from  He  ■ 
2:6.  Ida  E.  Teeter. 
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WALTZ.— In  the  Nettle  Creek  church 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  Sept.  6,  1896,  sister  Sarah 
(Luce)  Waltz,  aged  82  years,  I  month  and  25 
days.  She  was  united  in  marriage  to  Peter 
Waltz  in  1831.  To  their  union  were  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  only  two  daughters  and  one 
son  are  yet  living.  She  united  with  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  church  in  1859.  She  was  a  faith- 
ful and  devoted  Christian,  and  greatly  at- 
tached to  the  church  of  her  choice.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  elders  Lewis  W.  Teeter 
a,d  Abraham  Bowman  from  Rev.  14: 13- 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


E.  Teeter 


SPANGLER.  —  In  the  Falling  Spring 
church,  Pa.,  Nov.  6,  1806,  Mary  Grace  Span- 
gler,  infant  and  only  daughter  of  friend  Wm. 
M.  and  sister  Emma  K.  Spangler,  aged  3 
months  and  11  days.  Services  by  the  writer. 
Interment  at  the  burying  ground  of  the  above- 
named  church.  Wm.  C.  Koontz. 

MAURER— In  the  Oakland  church,  Ohio, 
Aug.  30,  1896,  Julia  Ann  Maurer,  aged  72 
years,  n  months  and  10  days.  She  was  the 
mother  of  sixteen  children.  Her  husband  and 
six  children  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world. 


She 


Brethren  church  and  loved 
all.     Services  by  the  home  m 


1  meadoW)  ready  for  the  1 


These  lands  lo 


prleos  from  ;l  <*<  to  ;-*.m  p,.r 
acre  on  easy  terms,  the  unpaid  purt  of  the  pur- 
chase price  drawing  Interest  tit  7  per  cent  per  an- 
num only.  The  lands  are  especially  adnpled  for 
cattle  and  dairy  business,  but  will  raise  largo  crops 
of  wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  all  kinds  of  grain,  oorn, 
vegetables  and  pnimorsiu  great  abundance  and  ol 
best  quality.  Tin-  markets,  <m  account  of  the  close 
proximity  to  Minneapolis,  yt,  Paul,  Duluth  and 
"West  Superior,  are  the  very  best,  the  rate  for  whip- 
ping of  grain  being  only  7J$  to  9  cents  per  hundred 
The    lands    are   well    watered   with   creeks  auc 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  well-iUustra. 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 
Pcrannum locents 


ao  copies,  per  quarter: , 

The  following  is  the  lis 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


of  the  periodicals, 


member    of    the 
nd  respected  by 

Katherman. 
SMITH.— In  the  Hoyle  church,  Woods  Co. 
Okla.  T.,  Nov.  I,  1896,  Lulu  Myrtle,  infant 
daughter  of  Bro.  Emanuel  and  sister  Susie 
Smith,  aged  18  days.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  the  writer  from  t  Thess.  4:  14- 

J,  W.  Murray. 

DIEHL.— In  the  Barren  Ridge  congrega- 
tion, Augusta  Co.,  Va  ,  Oct.  30,  1896,  sister  Ida, 
wife  of  Bro.  Frank  Diehl,  aged  27  years,  2 
months  and  10  days.  She  leaves  a  sorrowing 
husband  and  an  infant  child.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  C.  Garber  from 
Matt.  24:  44.  N.  Walter  Coffman. 

SWIHART— In  the  Eel  River  church, 
Kosciusko  Co.,  Ind.,  Oct.  28,  1896,  Leah  Swi- 
hart,  aged  81  years,  8  months  and  2  days. 
Services  by  Samuel  Leckrone,  assisted  by 
brethren  Neal  and  Pottinger. 

Emanuel  Leckron 


timber  for  building  p 
Splendid  climate.  No  1 
It  Is  an  ideal  plneu  for 


les,  fences  and  fuel 
e  winds  or  blizzards 
ne.  A  large  tract  ol 
naively  for  the  Breth- 


The  Qospel  Messenger.- A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week 
ly  for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in 
teresting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 
Single  copy,  per  annum *    So 

Iress,  3  months 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  <*  * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


i,  Thornapple 


,  M;irk'">p»  Co.,  Arlzon 


ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦« 

Rates  pet  Inch,  each  Insertic 

One  month  (4  times), 

Three  months  (i3time3) 

Six  months  (26  times), 

One  year  (52  times) 

C^*No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  u 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 

Monon  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D. 


<  ^'■nnd  Indianapolis 


s  equipped  1 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and 


themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
sented to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large*  To  such  we 
recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands  "  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
CoPy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
otlly  &1.25  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
w°rk,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce- 
ments. Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 
lars, 


era,  not  to  exceed  (15. 
md  *!IO,00  on  a  purchase  ot 
further  Information  about 
;e  or  call  on  Theo 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re 
liable  Commentary  have  now  been  re 
duced  to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,  -  $4-00. 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,  -  -  4-5°- 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,       -       -  5.00. 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents, 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchati 


305  S.  Charles  St,.  Balm 


,  Eggs,  Poultry,  Game  a 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  ANO  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type 


CHAPTER  1. 

1   ')"!:>■  <),-;:, W-.v  ■■  ■■■'■'  '/l'"" /-\',r"/,';"", '".;' 

Of  the   v'r  1        '■/■.,-.'    1J    '/'/•■:  <iii<jet  itih'jirth 

THE  book  of  the  °  generation  of 
Je'eus  Christ,  b  the  son  of  D*V- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'brft-ha-m. 

2  dA'bra-hftm  begat  X'eaac;  and 
"I'saac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  /Ja'cpb 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  9  Ju'das  begat  Pha'rSa  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  "Pha'res 


Thii 


tsho 


ol  the  book.  It  is  bound 
ttsian  Levant,  divinity  cir- 
leaihcr  lined  to  edge,  red 
r  gold  edge,  silk  sewed. 
is  probably  the  most  dura- 
Bible  for 


ur  selcctio 


$4.00. 


;  fail  to  call  for  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Mireu,  BBHHBffi'8  PUBLISHING  COMPANY, 

Mt,  Morrli,  III 


30  copies,  to  one  nddress,  6  months, S< 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac. — Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
^ay,     Price,  per  copy,    to  cents;  special 
s  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly  .—Prepared  for  all  ad 
vanced  classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lessor 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it 

Single  subscription,  one  year 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


■   hunk,  "  'I'b.'  Lord  o 


■I'HtLiiK  huoksyct  put  out 
W  cents.     Will  bo  H«mt 


Brethren's  Sundny  School  Song  Book. 

mi  Annual  Confer- 


'opnld,  f.S.iX);  not  prepaid,  J8.00  pel!  0.02) 
ivor,  pur  copy,  tifi  i>nnH,     Address  this  n 


(!•.  c 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Single-  subscription,  per  year 10  cents 

6  copies,  per  quarter, iSConti 

10  copies  and  over t%  cents  HCh 


Sunday   School   Supplies.— We  ^keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dosen  .  .  .  I    81 

Leaf  Cluster,  plotorlal  otaart  of  each  lesion, 
per  quarter, I  OX 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  i 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleasi 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 

No.  pbk  package  of  12  oahds. 

1*02  Four  Designs,  very  fine,  flowered  bor- 

1815  Fonr  Designs,  very  line  gilt  edge,  size 

1184  Embossed  Designs,  size  4x8 26  0 

1280  Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  *x7, ...  26  c 
810  Embossed  Flowora,  size  *i8, 26  0 

1297  Embossed    Landscape  and    Flowers, 

1287  Birds  and  Landscape,  BlseSzfi^ 16  0 

129-1  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  8i6J^ 16  c 

1285  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  3^x6Ji,  ■  I3  ° 

1298  Birds  and  Landscape,  size  SKxfiK, .  .  ■  12  c 
12B1  Fine  Scenery,  size 'iXx&'A Wo 

000  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  60  De- 
signs,  Mo 

826>i  Landscape  and  Birds,  slie  2x3Hi  -  -  -  80  C 


tock 


Scripture  '- 


r  bin 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  fnrnlsh 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Map*,  snd 
Btblee  of  every  description,  Alwtyi  write  ■■ 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

When  ordering  cards  be  snre  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  do  mistake. 

BUBTBRBN'S  Publishing  Co., 

Moot  Mortis,  111, 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non -sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
ingle  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  orhistoricaL 

5.  It  docs  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  viz., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 

(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

{5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 
(0)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text, 
(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
lared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
(l)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  wilt  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for'  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -        -        -        $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -  4  50 

Bound  in  morocco,       ...        -  5  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morris,  111, 
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Hijfcwf  of  Hi  ia  Uwcmag  Power.- 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTE!.*    PUBt 


EVERY  DAY... 


tbe  irind  Is  being  rapidly  settled.    Yo 
nltyis  NOW.    Investigate,  satisfy  yo 

tin-  fuel-;  decide,  then  11c I  11 1  "hit, 


Rflthvny  has  1 


■  and  lull  partleuli 


MAX    BASS. 

Chicago,  111. 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


Only  S2.75 


WATCH  AND  CHAIN 


solid 

made    and   guaranteed    to  keep 

These  watches  are  good  and  yon 

a  watch  of  this  kind  can  he  mad.-  and  sold  for  (2.76, 

all  charges  prepaid.    Give  It  a  thorough  trial, 


A  splendid  Christum 


"ON  THE  SOO  LINE!' 

.^■jE  FARMING 

IP  Lands 

At  LOW  PEICES  nn,I  on  EASY  TEEMS. 

Timbered  Lands  "SEk- 
Prairie  Lands  '\T™£%6 

Many  LmmIh   for   onlo  on    tho   CHOP    PAYMENT 
PLAN.  -"On  the  Soo  Line." 

FREE     HOMESTEADS 

On  OoTornmoDt  Loads  Id  Wells,  Pierce,  Beuaon,  McLean. 

Mrlleiiry,  Wnrd.  nm-l  mliei  Ceuutiea  m  North  Dakota 
-■'On  the  Soo  Line." 

LIONITE  COAL,  mined  "On  the  Soo  Line," 
Is  sold  at  our  stations  at  from  $2.00 

to  $3.00  per  ton. 
There  are  exct 
e." 

BRETHREN 


OUR  ILLUSTRATED   LAND   PRIMERS 
l'li.-y  I'oiitiim  v:.l ....  I.I.   .n.ii  ivh^l.lr  information. 

UAI   F  PARPQ  forHomeseekersand 
r1MLhJvAKL&    Settl         aad  HALF 


RATES  on  Household  Goods,  Toola 
un  and  Farm  Stock-  "On  the  Soo 
Line." 

Address, T.  1.  HUKU-  Li.o.l  m„l  ln.Wistvial  Agent. 

"Soo"  Rmlw.,y.  U  I  N  M..I11  >L1S,  Minnesota, 

A.  JACK,  Trnveline  Immigration  Agent, 

DETROIT,  Michigan 

Ot,  FEANK  SW1CK  Mil'.  Tmv.  Immigration  agent, 
NUKT1I   MAN,    Ill.M  I.K.  J,iLli,,na 


Why  Notf^ 
Read  this   i 


1 1  • ,  \ 

mm 

Have  You  Received 

the  Victor  Remedies  Co.'s 

Offer?    .".    .".    .'. 

They 


NEWCOMER, 


life 


i  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

of  the    Infinite,' 


oted  author.     It  is 
that   our   Brotherhood   has    men 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone 
stars    on    the     firmament    of    truth.      This 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 


bright 


the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Se 

Pri< 
Sp 


Add: 


of  Eld. J 

read  an  account  of  Bro. 

linter's  life  without  feeiini;  deeply  and  favor- 

ly  impressed.     Price,    post-paid,  $1.25.    To 

rms    to     agents, 


giving  away  goods.  If  you  have 
not  sent  your  address  and  received  one  of  the 
valuable  Frederick  Almanacs  for  1897,  send 
once,  and  if  they  have  no  agent  near  you  they 
will  mail  you  their  extraordinary  offer,  which 
only  holds  good  until  Jan.  I,  1S97.  Write 
quick! 

VICTOR    REMEDIES   CO., 

Frederick,  Md. 


Government  Homestead  7 
DO  YOU   WANT  to  purchase  laud 

on  the  Crop  Payment  Plan? 

You   Can   Do   So 

In  Foster,  Wells  or  Eddy  Counties,  Norlh  Dakota, 

You  Can  Buy  a  Farm 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  in  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent  Interest. 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  % 
f  the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear  \\ 
r>    Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it,  J 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make   A 
ir    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tape   | 
and  rules  for  ordering  will  be    « 
pplication.    Our  rules  for  self-  1 
so  simple  any  one  can   ij 
iderstand  them.  4 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the   make  and   4 
^    tbe  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas-   A 
e  returned,     Our  prices  j 
Address, 


ells  and  Foster 


TIsts 


-  from  alkali, 


UBLIC   SCHOOLS  1 
FLOURISH  IK 

church  lib' 

GOOD  DRINKING  WATER, 

a  depth  or  IS  to  30  feet. 
BLACK  LOAM  SOIL,  with  clay  subsoil. 

PLATFOItMs.  for  u>!i.Mnlt  train  from  wngou 

NVTIVF,   LIGNITE  COAL.  $L>.(M.>  to  .j:5.!i0  per  I 
Carrlngton,  »         " 

UAlLRuADCOM 

better  Shlpplim  facilities  ail. I   higher  pric 
FURTHER      INI-'oKMATKiN.      lm-l  udin- 

Brel'l'inn    l.u-itV.-d    in    r'hl  v  .-.  .1.  m y,    Will    I 

C.  W.    MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  B 


.  H.  PHIPPS, 
■and  Commissioner, 
Northern  Pacific  I 


Brethren's 

J  Plain  Clothing! 


>  Wtf 


Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

WARSAW,  IND. 


$20 


Will  buy  a  good,  three  drawer,  "  Fa- 
vorite" Sewing  Machine  in  oak  or  wal- 

irranted  for  Ave  years.  Send  your  order 
■aft  or  money  order  for  the  above  amount 
.  Barnhi/.er,  Mt.  Morris,  III.,  and  the  ma- 
■ill  be  promptly  shipped.  Reference,  Rrcth- 
uhllshlng  Co.,  to  whom  money  may  be  sent 


SILK 


Watch   Chains  wear    well,  look  well 
ond    are  not  expensive.     Good  quality 

1  black.      Ladies'  Chains,   30   cents   each. 

Chains,  •-.'">  cents.     Send  stamps  to  H.  E. 


WINTER  IS  COMING!  t 


And  you  probably  c 
attend  scut 


no  inure  expense  Urn 
,  write  for  particular.- 
,  Frultdule,  Ala. 


BRETHREN   GRAND  VALL^V 
FRUIT  COLONY. 

AN  UNPRECEDENTED  OFFER. 

To  encourage  the  establishment  of  a  colony  and 
church  of  our  people  on  the  famous  fruit  lands  of 
the  Grand  Valley  in  Western  Colorado,  I  am  au- 
thorized lo  offer,  for  a  short  time,  200  acres  of  the 
must  desirable  fruit  lands  of  that  valley,  with  full 
water  rights,  at  *:ti  (thirty-live  dollars)  per  acre, 
which  i-  In  mi  M."i  io  f.~<  per  acre  less  than  adjoln- 

to  our  church  for  a  building  and  I 


This  land  I 


rallw 


The  Dos  Palos  Colony  of  California, 


,  this  office. 


II  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card, 
Addrwi:  GENT  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

Mt,  Motrii,  111, 


1897 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  ei 
larged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fan 
ily.  Send  ten  cents  for  a  copy,  or,  bettt 
yet,  send  $1.50  for  the  Gospel  Messei 
gkr  from  now  to  the  end  of  1897,  and  receh 
the  Almanac 


Plowing  may  I 
,  occasionally, 
month.    Hens  a 


old  weather  for  California 
ng  In  tents  or  under  boards 
are  now  plowing  and  sow- 
lg  hardy  vegetables.  Tht 
or  the  water  does  not  freeze 
stopped  for  a  few  hours  01 
,•  rain.  But  November  Is  r 
s  laying  and  eggs  are  bring, 
•ash.  Capons  bring  $18  pei 
teens  will  soon  sell  at  front 

2:J*  Clark  SI  ,  Chicago,  111 


FREE. 


HTWe  alsi 
agents  who  an 
the  Almanac. 


offer  liberal    inducements    to 
prepared  to  push  the  saVe  of 


good  schools.  Climate,  temperate 
d;  acknowledged  as  being  the  heal 
in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region.    Xei 

■res  will  support  a  small  family.  Re 
tortation  to  examine  land.  For  par 
a  to  H.  H.  Winger,  Overland,  Colo. 


TX7\A.  3*T  T  IE  3D  I 


Havings 


farmer  for  my  Lake  County 
..„  „  tenant  for  nn  adjoining  farm 
f  100  acres  of  good  land  with  fine  improvements, 
o  be  worked  on  shares. 
Also  two  farm  laborers, 


lerstnnd  milk* 


Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111.     lonly  25 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  hav 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  tha 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists, 

ild  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  ir 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
of  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
pilation, such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
dix, containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
1892  We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1,50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  for 
Address  this  office. 


ile  to  begin  the  nuclei! 
For  particulars  tuhlr. 


s  deal" 


Farm -and  Mill  for  Sale. 


oat  desirable  farms 
e  red  at  private  sale 


In  the  Valley 
It  is  situated 
,n  miles  from 
.B.40.B.IJ 


about  one-fourth  mile  from  Middle  Biver  w*1^ 
ery  and  a  fine  wa'h'r  V-'wer.  si  muted  aboutone- 
half  mile  from  tin- above-named  property. 

T     ins  on  this  property  will  be  reasonable  a 
made  to  suit  purchaser  if  possible.    Price  of  farm. 
;Ti^     Apply  to  GEO.  F.  BARGEE,  Admlnl** 
tor,  Sew  Hope,  Vft, 
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^EDITORIAL  t  MISCELLANY  <- 

One  of  the  greatest  snow-storms  since  1888  is  re- 
ported to  have  visited  parts  of  the  North  and  West 
1st  week.  A  strong  wind  prevailed  at  the  time 
nd  the  snow  drifted  until  the  drifts  were  ten  feet 
high  in  the  streets  in  Fargo,  N.  Dak.  At  another 
>lace  they  were  reported  as  high  as  the  houses. 
for  a  time  all  traffic  was  suspended.  In  some 
parts  of  the  West  it  is  feared  that  the  loss  in  cattle 
apd  sheep  will  be  very  great.  While  the  storm  and 
cold  weather  may  cause  a  great  deal  of  suffering,  it 
's  thought  that  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  will  prove 
v«y  beneficial  to  the  coming  crops.  There  is 
Probably  a  greater  blessing  in  the  snow  than  most 
"f  us  are  prepared  to  admit. 


Play  of  dr 


Not  only  the  Queen  of  England  but  also  some 
0  'he  leading  women  of  our  country  are  positively 
I  to  the  wearing  of  jewelry   and  gaudy  dis- 
tress, etc.,  training  their  children  in  habits 
ot  'he  utmost  simplicity.     Far  from  being  the  ex- 
■vagant  beings  the  world  vulgarly  believes,  they 
in  the  possession  of  wealth  no  valid  reason  for 
e  indulgence  of  immoderate  tastes  or  expensive 
"otions,   but  are   rather  pleased  with   a  plainness 
o'h  in  diet  and  dress,  that  many  others  might  re- 
*ard  as   bordering   on   severity.     Their   wealth    is 
'  I   y  a  stewardship— a  trust.     Such  persons,  as  a 
e>  don't  believe   that  a  so-called   "  fashionable 
"cation  "  will  help  their  children.     Mrs.   Rocke- 
fell«,  fo: 


°r°ught  u, 


:xample,  holds  that  daughters  should  be 


UP  as  simply  as  possib 
nents,  even  though  th 


ot  induli 


U.  S.  Grant 


des 


nts  have  mil- 
— .  «.  ^.   vjrant  coincioes  and   deprecates 
nity  of  encouraging  girls  to  outdress   each 
™rs.  Armour  longs  for  greater  simplicity  in 


other, 


the  dressing  and  rearing  of  children.  A  number  of 
other  ladies,  all  prominent  and  well  known,  have 
lately  recorded  their  opinion  on  the  girls'  dress 
question,  and  all  agree  that  simple  dressing,  with 
the  view  of  economy  and  self-help,  are  greatly  to 
be  desired,  instead  of  the  absurd  extravagance  now 
so  general.  When  persons  of  wealth  come  out  on 
the  side  of  simplicity  and  plainness,  people  of  mod- 
erate means  can  well  afford  to  learn  a  lesson.  The 
Brethren's  teaching  on  this  important  question  is 
founded  on  a  principle,  not  only  of  divine  authority, 
but  also  of  approval  by  the  most  intelligent  and  in- 
fluential. 

While  there  is  still  great  suffering  among  the 
Armenians,  and  while  it  is  certain  that  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  them  must  perish  during  the 
present  winter  before  relief  can  reach  them,  still  it 
is  generally  believed  that  the  powers  that  be  are 
demanding  reforms  of  Turkey,  that  she  has  not  only 
promised  to  bring  about,  but  reforms  that  she  is 
now  endeavoring  to  put  into  practice.  A  number 
of  persons,  now  in  prison,  are  to  be  liberated,  and 
much  of  the  destroyed  property,  belonging  to  for- 
eigners, is  to  be  paid  for.  The  lives  and  property 
of  all  peaceable  Armenians  are  also  to  be  pro- 
tected, and  an  end  is  to  be  put  to  the  depreda- 
tions committed  by  the  border-outlaws,  who  have 
killed  thousands  of  innocent  Christians,  and  car- 
ncu  ud  Ujcii  property.  It  is  to'  be  hoped  that 
there  is  some  foundation  for  these  reports,  and 
that  this,  the  worst  part  of  the  earth,  is  now  to  en- 
ter upon  an  era  that  will  open  up  the  land  to  a 
better  class  of  people.  We  look  for  hundreds  of 
missionaries  to  be  sent  to  Turkey  to  promulgate 
the  teachings  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  then  we 
may,  in  course  of  time,  expect  improvements  that 
will  render  life  and  property  comparatively  safe, 
where  it  is  now  dangerous  for  a  Christian  even  to 
try  to  live.  

A  good  deal  is  being  said  just  now  concerning 
harbor  defenses  in  the  United  States.  It  is  main- 
tained that  neither  our  navy  nor  our  forts  are  in 
the  condition  for  defense  they  should  be,  in  case  of 
war,  and  for  that  reason  large  appro;  riations  are 
called  for.  Millions  of  money  are  demanded  that 
our  leading  harbors  may  be  well  protected  by  forts 
that  no  war  vessel  can  demolish.  To  us  it  seems 
that  it  would  be  a  far  better  policy  for  some  of  that 
money,  if  necessary,  to  be  spent  cultivating  and  en- 
couraging the  higher  and  nobler  principles  of 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men.  Why  should 
Christian  nations  prepare  for  war  with  each  other! 
What  would  be  thought  of  it  if  some  of  the  best 
Christian  men  in  our  land  should  arm  themselves 
against  each  other,  and  that,  too,  at  an  expense 
they  could  scarcely  afford!  They  might  plead 
that  the  way  to  maintain  peace  is  to  prepare  for 
war.  All  sensible  people  would  ridicule  such  an 
idea  upon  the  part  of  men  of  good  reputation,  and 
yet  there  is  no  more  reason  for  Christian  nations 
preparing  to  fight  one  another  than  there  is  for  pi- 
ous men  arming  themselves  to  the  teeth  that  they 
may  be  prepared  for  a  personal  conflict.  What 
this  nation  needs  to  do,  is  to  attend  strictly  to  her 
own  business  and  throw  all  her  influence  on  the 
side  of  nations  arbitrating  their  differences,  and  in 
that  way  build  up  a  strong  peace  sentiment  instead 
of  a  strong  war  feeling. 


The  liquor  traffic,  with  its  attendant  evils,  is  con- 
demned by  all  right-thinking  people,  though  it  is 
licensed  and  protected  by  our  Government.  In 
India  there  is  a  well-expressed  abhorrence  for  the 
traffic,  judging  by  the  following:  "Of  the  seveial 
unclean  castes  the  most  important  are  those  con- 
nected with  the  liquor  traffic.  They  occupy  about 
the  lowest  position  in  the  Hindu  caste  system. 
Though  many  of  the  liquor  dealers  have  become 
wealthy,  yet  they  do  not  thereby  obtain  recognition 
as  a  clean  caste.  No  one,  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  liquor  traffic,  is  admitted  to  the  houses  of 
the  orthodox  classes,  and  when  he  departs  his  life, 
no  priest  officiates  in  the  last  sad  rites.  He  lives  a 
cursed  life;  he  dies  a  cursed  death."  Such  is  the 
Hindu  idea.  While  we,  in  our  "land  of  liberty," 
do  not,  perhaps,  endeavor  to  suppress  the  liquor 
traffic  as  much  as  we  should,  we  are  certain  of  one 
thing:  God  has  set  his  seal  of  condemnation  upon 
the  traffic.  There  is  eternal  woe  for  the  drunkard 
and  the  drunkard-maker. 


The  "  family  pew  "  in  church,  though  not  to  be 
recommended  on  account  of  its  abuses,  has  its 
good  side.  It  tends  to  keep  the  family  together  in 
the  assembly  of  the  saints.  One  of  the  most  home- 
like features  connected  with  religious  services  is 
to  see  the  parents  and  children  enter  the  house  of 
worshio  together,  It  not  n^W  t»..rh.«  th.  i 
good  manners  but  insures  the  best  of  order  during 
the  services.  The  erroneous  custom  of  permitting 
the  children  to  become  separated  from  their  par- 
ents in  meeting  is  producing  its  evil  results.  It  en- 
courages the  children  to  whisper  during  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  sermon  and  take  no  interest  whatever  in 
any  part  of  the  exercises.  As  they  grow  the  habit 
increases  and  finally  they  become  an  annoyance  to 
any  religious  gathering  that  they  chance  to  attend. 
Among  us  we  need  more  of  the  old-fashioned  train- 
ing of  children  to  behave  themselves  in  the  house 
of  God,  and  no  one  can  accomplish  this  more  ef- 
fectually than  the  parents  who  keep  their  children 
with  them  until  they  learn  the  very  best  of  church 


It  is  stated  that  fully  84,000.000  was  raised  for 
the  political  campaign  through  which  we  have  just 
passed,  and  all  of  it  spent  with  the  exception  of 
about  830,000.  No  one  will  ever  know  just  where 
this  money  went,  but  the  greater  part  of  it  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  spent  for  printed  matter,  for 
the  country  was  flooded,  so  to  speak,  with  well-pre- 
pared campaign  literature.  Considerable  money 
went  to  the  newspapers  and  no  small  amount  to 
the  speakers  employed  to  address  the  various 
meetings.  Probably  very  little  was  expended  for 
votes,  for  the  Australian  system  is  so  complete  in 
permitting  men  to  vote  as  they  please,  unob- 
served, that  it  is  not  safe  for  politicians  to  run  the 
risk  of  paying  anything  for  a  man's  vote.  Were 
the  Christian  people  of  this  land  as  anxious  to  see 
the  cause  of  Christ  triumph  as  are  the  politicians  to 
see  their  side  win,  what  an  aggressive  religious 
campaign  we  would  have  from  now  on!  It  is  alto- 
gether probable  that  one-half  of  this  84,000,000 
came  from  men  claiming  to  be  Christians  in  some 
sense.  We  are  certain  that  they  would  not  spend 
that  much  for  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  this  shows 
on  which  side  the  greater  interest  may  be  found. 
But  why  need  we  trouble  ourselves  about  other 
vineyards!  We  will  have  enough  to  do  if  we  de- 
velop the  Brethren  church  in  the  way  of  giving, 
and  aggressive  work,  as  it  should  be  developed. 


77° 


-bssays;- 


CHARACTER  BUILDINO. 

"  Build  it  well,  whate'er  you  do; 

Build  it  straight  and  strong  and  true; 
Build  it  clear  and  high  and  broad; 

Build  it  for  the  eye  of  God." 
"  By  trifles  in  our  common  ways, 

Our  characters  are  slowly  piled, 
We  lose  not  all  our  yesterdays; 

The  man  has  something  of  the  child; 
Part  of  the  past  to  all  the  present  cleaves, 

As  the  rose-odor  lingers  in  the  leaves." 
"  In  ceaseless  toil  from  year  to  year, 

Working  with  loath  or  willing  hands, 
Stone  upon  stone  we  shape  and  rear, 

Till  the  completed  fabric  stands. 
And  when  the  last  bush  hath  all  the  labor 

Tbe  searching  eye  will  try  what  we  have  stn 
"  Souls  are  built  as  temples  are- 
Here  a  carving  rich  and  quaint, 
There  the  image  of  a  saint, 

Here  a  deep-hued  pane  to  tell 
Sacred  truth  or  miracle. 

Every  little  helps  the  much; 

Every  careful— careless  touch, 
Adds  a  charm,  or  leaves  a  scar." 


lied. 


THE  WHITENING  HARVEST. 


BY  S.  N.  McCANN. 


and  see 
Californ 


As  we  look  over  the  great  south  1 
few  members  scattered  from  Soutl 
to  Florida,  and  hear  those  isolated  members  plead- 
ing for  the  Bread  of  Life,  the  great  question, 
"What  can  be  done?"  forces  itself  upon  the 
church.  Then,  as  we  look  west  and  north;  and  from 
Dakota  to  Texas,  and  from  Oregon  eastward, 
there  are  open  doors  for  willing  workers,— men  who 
are  calling  for  the  Bread  of  Life  to  be  broken  to 
them  by  our  Brethren,  but  where  are  the  men 
ready  to  say,  "  Here,  Lcrd,  use  me?" 

Then,  right  at  our  homes,  within  a  few  score 
of  miles  from  our  large  congregations,  are  open 
doors  for  willing  workers.  Why  these  neglected 
opportunities  all  around  us?  Is  it  because  we  are 
not  willing  to  work?  Is  it  because  we  lack  the 
power  of  marshaling  our  workers?  Is  it  because 
we  do  not  have  workers  enough?  Is  it  because 
our  workers  are  not  consecrated?  Is  it  because 
their  hands  are  tied  in  caring  for  "  the  meat  that 
perisheth?"  Brethren,  the  fault  is  not  God's,  but 
it  is  ours.  May  God  help  us  to  see  our  faults  along 
this  line,  and  may  we  become  aroused  to  more  ear- 
nest work  for  Christ  and  his  cause! 

As  our  work  opens  in  the  cities,  the  great  need 
of  consecrated  workers  will  be  felt  more  and  more. 
I  know  places  where  the  work  is  dragging,  and  yet 
these  points  might  be  centers  of  power  for  truth, 
were  there  not  a  lack  of  men,— men  who  are  will- 
ing to  spend  and  be  spent  for  Christ. 

All  this  we  see  in  the  home  land,  but  how  about 
the  foreign  fields?  Do  not  our  hearts  burn  within 
us,  as  we  hear  the  calls  from  Canada,  from  Europe, 
from  Asia?  Lord,  pity  our  lack  of  zeal,  and  help 
us  to  consecrate  ourselves  to  thy  great  work! 

It  seems  to  me  that  our  failure  to  answer  the 
many  urgent  calls  that  are  made  comes  from  a 
lack  of  consecration.  Failure  to  consecrate  means 
may  have  something  to  do  with  our  indifference, 
but  it  is  not  the  means  that  we  so  much  need  as 
men,— men  of  God,  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit, 
ready  to  suffer  for  Christ's  sake, — men  who  are 
willing  to  lay  all  upon  the  altar,  and  know  nothing 
but  Jesus  and  him  crucified. 

Our  ministry  needs  to  consecrate  itself.  We,  as 
the  leaders  of  God's  host  need  to  get  in  closer 
touch  with  God.  We  need  more  of  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  lives.  We  need  more 
power  with  God  in  prayer.  Brethren,  God  has 
much  for  us,  if  we  will  only  get  in  close  touch  with 
him.  Consecration  will  put  us  where  God  can  use 
us,  where  God  can  bless  us,  where  God  can  make 
us  a  mighty  power  for  good,  wherever  he  may  want 


Consecration    of    the   ministry   is    not    enough 
od  wants  a  consecrated   church,-a   church   that 
is  willing  to  say,   "  Here,    Lord,  take  us;   we   are 
thine!     Take  us  and  use  us  to  thy  glory! 

Our  young  brethren  and  sisters  should  be  en- 
couraged to  consecrate  their  lives  to  the  work  ot 
the  Lord.  Our  sisters  should  be  encouraged  to 
dedicate  their  sons  to  God's  work  as  did  Hannah  of 
old.  .      .. 

How  shall  we  encourage  this  laying  of  sell 
upon  the  altar  and  saying,  "  Here,  Lord,  take  me 
and  use  me  to  thy  glory?"  There  are  more  fields 
for  consecrated  workers  than  the  ministry.  Let 
no  one  feel  that,  because  he  is  not  a  minister,  he 
cannot  consecrate  himself  to  God's  work.  If  a 
brother  feels  that  his  field  of  work  is  the  ministry, 
and  the  church  has  not  laid  upon  him  that  great 
duty,  let  him  not  be  discouraged.  Work  faithful- 
ly where  you  are,  brother,  lose  no  time  in  storing 
your  mind  and  heart  with  the  boundless  riches  of 
knowledge  and  grace. 

Christ  did  not  enter  actively  into  his  great  work 
until  about  thirty  years  old.  God  may  want 
you  to  wait.  Do,  in  your  present  sphere,  what  you 
can,  and  God  will  move  the  church  to  lay  upon 
you  the  more  responsible  and  greater  work  of  the 
ministry  when  the  proper  time  comes. 

The  church  ought  to  be  ready  and  glad  to  know 
when  a  young  man  is  willing  and  feels  it  his  duty 
to  consecrate  himself  to  the  Lord's  work,  express- 
ng  even  a  desire  to  preach  God's  Word.  We  have 
:ongregations  which  are  glad  to  know  when  a  broth- 
;r  feels  thMs  impressed.  A  brother  does  not  de- 
preciate in  their  estimation,  when  he  expresses 
.: — .u  ,s  willing  and  ready  to  try  to  preach  the 
f  the   church   sees   fit  to   lay   the   burden 
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Never  allow  an  expression  of  willingness  to  work 
to  prejudice  you  against  a  brother.  Rather  be  ghd 
that  the  Lord  has  laid  it  upon  his  heart  to  be  win. 
ing  to  be  used  in  his  service. 

I  believe  that  if  the  church  will  encourage  men 
to  consecrate  themselves  to  God's  work  and  en- 
courage them  to  not  be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  say 
that  they  are  willing  for  any  duty  that  the  church 
may  call  them  to  perform,  we  will  soon  have  an 
increased  host  of  earnest  workers  in  the  army  of  the 
Lord. 

Brethren,  is  there  not  room  for  some  of  us  to  be 
stirred  to  more  earnest  consecration  along  this 
1'      ° 
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I  do  know  congregations,  and  especial- 
embers  who  would  feel  that  any 
iressed  a  willingness  and  a  desire 
j  the  ministry,  is  unfit  for  the  work. 


:ly  wrong,  and  a  great  mistake.  Unwor- 
thy and  unfit  men  may  have  a  desire  to  preach,  be- 
cause of  Improper  motives,  but  our  system  of  elect- 
ing our  ministers,  certainly  places  all  the  safeguards 
around  that  responsible  office  that  we  could  desire. 
Why  not  encourage  our  people  to  consecrate  them- 
selves to  that  noblest  of  all  work,— the  ministry 
of  the  Gospel?  Why  not  encourage  parents  to 
consecrate  and  raise  up  their  sons  for  Christ  and 
his  work?  If  a  brother  is  impressed  with  the  duty 
of  giving  himself  actively  to  the  Lord's  work,  why 
not  encourage  him  to  say  so?  If  he  is  worthy,  the 
church  may  call  him  to  the  great  work  of  saving 
souls.  Then  the  church  can  place  another  willing 
worker  into  the  field,  and  God's  name  may  be  glo- 
rified. 

Some  of  the  very  best  ministers  that  I  know  in 
our  church  were  impressed  with  a   deep  desire  to 
preach   God's    Word   before   they    were    called  by 
the  church.    Some  that   I   know  expressed  them- 
selves  as    being    so   impressed,  before  they  were 
called,   that  they   told   the   church   of   the  matter, 
and   being  exemplary   men   the    church  laid   upon 
I  them  the  duty  of  preaching  the  unsearchable  rich- 
es of  Christ,  and  God  blessed  their  labors.     I   feel 
that  this  is  right,  and  that  our  brethren  should  not 
hide  a  feeling  of  this  kind.     Yet  I  realize  that  for 
a  brother  to   so   express  himself   would   prejudice 
many  persons  against  him  and  make  them  feel  that 
even  a  desire  to  preach  is  evidence  that  he  should 
not  be  called  to  the  work.     I  know  several  earnest, 
consecrated   young   brethren    now,  who   are   ready 
and  willing  to  devote  themselves  to  the  ministry. 
They  only  wait  the  call  ot  the  church.    Some  of 
them  live  in   congregations  that  feel  no  necessity 
for  calling  men   excepting  to   serve   their  present 
need,  and  having  all  they  deem  they  need,  there  is 
no  call  made.    Oh,  that  those  churches  could  look 
west  and  north  and  south,  and  open  their  ears  to 
the  many  who  are  crying  for  the  Bread  of  Life! 

Brethren,  encourage  your  members  to  lay  their 
lives  on  the  altar  of  sacrifice  and  encourage  them 
to  tell  the  church  that  they  have  consecrated  all  to 
God  and  are  willing  to  work,  wherever  the  Lord 
may  place  them, 


WHAT  MUST  I  DO  TO  BE  SAVED? 

BY  0.  S.  CORLE. 

What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?  Important  ques 
tion!  MomenTOus  consequences!  A  few  mo- 
ments may  suffice  to  give  it  an  answer,  but  it  re- 
quires a  life-time  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the 
word  do. 

We  cannot  emphasize  the  word  do  too  much, 
The  Christian  life  is  a  life  of  activity,— a  life  of 
doing  for  Christ.  There  is  so  much  for  us  to  do, 
that,  after  having  done  all  that  we  can  do,  we  are 
still  unprofitable  servants;  having  done  only  that 
which  was  our  duty  to  do. 

But  before  we  can  work  acceptably  for  Christ, 
we  must  get  into  him.  We  must  have  the  spirit  of 
Christ, — we  in  him  and  he  in  us.  We  must  have 
the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  within  us,  to  guide  and  di- 
rect us  in  all  we  think,  say  and  do.  We  must  get 
in  possession  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  allow  it  to  dictale 
for  us,  guide  us,  and  lead  us,  and  it  will  never  lead 
us  astray.  It  will  safely  land  us  on  the  sunny 
banks  of  everlasting  deliverance,  where  all  tears 
shall  be  wiped  from  our  eyes,  and  we  shall  be 
saved,  saved,  saved  forever 

Son 


earnest  sinner,  perhaps,  says:   "What  must 

I   dO   in   order  to   get    into    Ch^ot,     »„J     r^,!.-    B0A-    < 

ance  and  direction  from  the  Holy  Ghost?  "     Go  to 
Jesus.     Confess  your  sins!    Tell  him,  in  true  ear- 
nest, that  you  are  going  to  forsake  them.    Ask  him 
to  help  you,— to  give  you  a  willing  and  submissive 
spirit,  that  you  may  do  anything  that  he  asks  you 
to  do.     Ask  him  for  mercy  and  pardon.    Ask  him 
to   lead  the  way.     Say,   "Lord,   not   my  will  but 
thine    be    done."     Then    search    the    Scriptures, 
Don't  let  any  one  deceive  you!    They  testify  of 
Christ.    The  New  Testament  contains  his  will.    I' 
is  in  full  force.    The  Testator  died  and  sealed  the 
will  with  his  blood.     No  man  dare  take  from  or 
add  thereto.     It  is  perfect.     It  gives  directions  for 
salvation.    The   way   is    not  likely  to  be  all  sun- 
shine.    No  doubt  there  will  be  cloudy  days.    V>e 
will  have  ups  and  downs,  slips  and  falls.    Valleys 
of   humiliation   and   the   shadow  of  death  will  M 
ours.    All  this   is   due   to   the   neglect   of.  takine 
proper  nourishment  from  the  Word  of  God.    »)> 
neglecting   to   read  and  meditate  upon   his  Woi 
and  hold  Communion  with  God,  we  become  spin  ■ 
ually  weak,— just  as  the  body  becomes  weak  when 
we  do  not  eat.     Then  it  is  that  Satan  pounces  up- 
on us.    We  are  weak;  we  yield;  we  fall.     But  if  w 
will,  then  just    look    to    Christ;    he   will  give  "^ 
strength  whereby  we  may  arise  in  his  might,  c 
off  Satan,  and  march  onward  once  more,  "       ^ 
though  the  day  is  lost,  all  is  not  lost 
ies  were  beaten  in  many  a  battle  for 
yet  came  off  victorious  at  last. 

Oh,  the  Christian  life  is  a  warfare, 
do  to  be  saved?     God's  Word  will  tell  you.     ^ 
us  read  a  few  passages  together.     In  Acts  2.  i/' 
find  the  question  of  our  subject  asked  by  sin   ^ 
who  believed  Peter's  preaching.     They  seem  t 
in  earnest.    They   say,   "  Men  and  brethren, 
shall  we  do?  "  .  $0 

Read  verse  38,  which  tells  what  they  must    ^ 
and  what  we  must  do,  and  what  all  persons  nius 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  to  place  themselves  1  ^ 
sition  to  receive  the  promise  of  the  gift  °f   ,eeve,jr 
Ghost,    It  reads;  "Repent,  and  be  bapheea, 
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one  of  you  in  tne  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
[J0ly  Ghost." 

Need  we  anything  plainer?  The  honest  heart 
says,  No.  I  will  not  endeavor  to  make  it  any 
plainer  by  comment.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  and 
other  Scriptures,  equally  plain  and  positive,  we 
have  people  who  will  say  that  baptism  is  not  a  con- 
dition of  pardon.  Poor  souls, — "  blinded  by  the 
god  of  this  world"  may  their  eyes  be  opened  and 
their  understanding  return  unto  them!  Christ  gave 
the  work  over  into  the  hands  of  his  apostles, 
whom  he  fitted  and  qualified  for  the  same,  and 
said:  "Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  teaching  them  to  ob- 
serve all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded 
you.  And,  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.    Amen." 

Think  ye  that  Christ  would  have  told  the  disci- 
ples to  do  something  that  is  unnecessary?  No; 
they  had  no  time  for  unnecessaries.  There  was  a 
world  lying  in  sin  before  them.  What  we  want  to 
do  is  to  read  the  Scriptures,  meditate  upon  them, 
believe  them,  and  see  if  there  is  yet  anything  that 
we  have  not  observed.  We  should  not  try  to  see 
how  many  commands  we  can  argue  away  as  non- 
essentials. 

If  you  read  in  the  Scriptures  that  you  ought  to  do 
anything,  remember  that  ought  means  should,  and 
should,  when  Christ  says  it,  means  must,  if  you 
would  please  him.  You  can't  make  a  mistake  by 
obeying  the  Scriptures.  It  is  infinitely  better  to 
stand  on  safe,  than  on  doubtful  ground. 

You  never  heard  any  sane  man  claim  that  a  Chri 
tian  would  miss  heaven  because  he  washed  h 
brother's  feet,  or  because  he  was  buried  in  baptist] 
Though  we  read  in  John  3:  5,  "Jesus  answered, 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  Except  a  man  be 
born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  God,"  many  well-thinking  people 
doubt  the  essentiality  of  that  water  birth.  How  any- 
thing,  in  a  natural  sense,  can  be  born,  without  com- 
ing  rorrn  from  mat  whlcn  bears  It,  is  ah  unsolvabie 
enigma  to  me.  At  least  we  all  understand  a  birth 
to  be  a  coming  forth  from  that  which  bears  it.  Th 
germ  of  the  giai.t  oak  is  in  the  acorn.  The  shel 
bursts,  the  sprout  comes  forth,  and  a  tree  is  ,borr 
So  with  all  nature,  as  far  as  we  know.  Hence,  whei 
Christ  says,  "Ye  must  be  born  of  water,"  the  per 
son  who  goes  down  into  the  water  and  arises  arn 
comes  forth  from  the  water,  having  the  rite  admin 
istered  by  a  proper  person,  certainly  stands  on 
safe  ground,  so  far  as  this  point  is  concerned. 

I  believe  in  following  the  teaching  of  the  Scrip 
tures  literally,  but  there  is  great  danger  of  obeying 
the  letter  and  not  having  the  Spirit.  Christ  said 
water  and  the  Spirit.  "  If  ye  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  ye  are  none  of  his." 

Do  you  love  the  brethren  and  sisters?  Does  it 
make  you  feel  happy  to  meet  them  assembled  in 
public  worship?  When  you  do  not  get  there  for  a 
month,  or  months,  without  any  apparent  cause,  it 
makes  one  doubt  your  love,  your  happiness,  your 
desire  to  meet  with  them.  Hereby  know  ye  that 
ye  are  Christ's  children,  if  ye  love  the  brethren. 
Have  ye  no  love  for  the  brethren?  Look  about  you, 
investigate  your  position.  If  you  do  not  enjoy 
meeting  with  God's  people,  you  doubtless  have 
crossed  the  line  and  are  among  the  enemy. 

Can  you  see  your  brother  in  need  and  distress 
and  suffering,  and  not  have  a  feeling  of  pity  and 
Empathy  for  him,  that  will  loosen  your  purse- 
strings?  If  so,  your  possessing  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
is  to  be  questioned. 

Could  you  see  your  most  bitter  enemy  burned  out 
°f  house  and  home,  in  distress,  and  you  not  speak 
words  of  consolation,  and  offer  help  to  him  ?  Christ 
would  have  offered  help. 

Can  you  sell  a  blemished  horse  or  cow  and  not 
mention  it  to  the  purchaser?  I  believe  Christ 
would  tell  the  bad  qualities  as  well  as  the  good. 

What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?  After  securing 
your  adoption  into  Christ's  family,  by  obedience  to 
">«  first  principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  go  on 
to  perfection— follow  the   teachings  of  the  Holy 


Spirit.     It  will  tell  you  when  an  act   is  right   or 

wrong. 

If  you  think  of  going  to  some  place  of  amuse- 
:nt,  and  the  Spirit  whispers,  "  Don't  go;  that  is  not 
proper  place   for   Christians  ";  don't  go.     Don't 

debate  with  the  Spirit.     Obey  its  silent  teaching. 

~ z  submissive! 
Point,  Pa. 

OBEDIENCE  THE  ORQAN  OP  SPIRITUAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

BY  JOHN  W,  ROYER. 

"  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine 
hether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself."— John 
7:  17. 

Our  every  heart  should  be  filled  with  gratitude, 
Ken  we  put  ourselves  into  the  history  of  these 
words.  I  am  glad  for  this  grand  old  text,  because 
of  the  condition  on  which  spiritual  knowledge 
is  attainable.  The  Jews  marveled  at  Christ's  wis- 
1  as  he  was  teaching  in  the  temple,—"  How 
knoweth  this  man  letters  never  having  learned?" 
They  had  no  conception  of  any  source  of  wisdom 
beyond  learning. 

What  is  truth?  " Study,"  said  the  Jews.  "Do," 
said  Christ  and  ye  shall  know.  Christ  never  taught 
on  personal  authority.  "  My  doctrine  is  not  mine." 
His  authority  was  the  authority  of  truth,  not  of  per- 
sonality. He  commanded  men  to  believe,  not  be- 
cause he  said  it,  but  he  said  it  because  it  was  true. 
He  never  taught  that  cultivation  of  the  under- 
standing would  do  all,  but  exactly  the  reverse, 
and  so  taught  his  apostles.  Paul  taught,  "The 
world  by  wisdom  knew  not  God."  Observe  now 
the  degree  of  certainty, — "  He  shall  know," — not 
he  shall  have  an  opinion.  There  is  a  wide  distinc- 
tion between  supposing  and  knowing, — between 
fancy  and  conviction, — between  opinion  and  belief. 
Have  you  never  seen  how  a  child, — simple  and 
near  to  God,  cuts  asunder  a  web  of  sophistry  with 
a  single  direct  question?  Have  you  noticed  how 
before  its  steady  look  and  simple  argument,  some 
fashionable  utterer  of  a  conventional  falsehood  has 
been  abashed?  Have  you  observed  how  a  believ- 
ing Christian  scatters  the  forces  of  skepticism,  as  a 
morning  ray,  touching  the  mist  on  the  mountain 
side,  makes  it  vanish  into  the  air? 

There  are  few  more  glorious  moments  of  our  hu- 
manity than  those  in  which  an  honest  heart,  pro- 
pelled by  faith  battles  against  so-called  intellectual 
proof,  and  slays  it.  These  moments  of  profound 
faith  do  not  come  once  for  all;  they  vary  with  the 
habit  of  obedience. 

This  universe  is  governed  by  laws.  All  depart- 
ments have  their  own  laws.  By  submission  to 
them,  you  make  them  your  own.  Obey  the  laws  of 
the  body, — such  laws  as  say,  Be  temperate  and 
chaste;  or  of  the  mind, — such  laws  as  say,  Fix  the 
attention,  strengthen  by  exercise;  and  their  prizes 
are  yours, — health,  strength,  pliability  of  muscle, 
tenacity  of  memory,  nimbleness  of  imagination,  etc. 
Obey  the  laws  of  your  spiritual  being,  and  it  has 
its  prizes  too.  For  instance,  Ihe  condition  or  law 
of  a  peaceful  life  is  submission  to  the  law  of  meek- 
ness: "Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit 
the  earth."  The  condition  of  the  beatific  vision  is 
a  pure  heart  and  life:  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in 
heart,  for  they  shall  see  God." 

To  the  impure  God  is  simply  invisible.  The  con- 
dition annexed  to  a  sense  of  God's  presence, — in 
other  words,  that  without  which  a  sense  of  God's 
presence  cannot  be, — is  obedience  to  the  laws  of 
love:  "  If  we  love  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  us, 
id  his  love  is  perfected  in  us." 
The  condition  of  spiritual  wisdom  and  certainty 
of  truth  is  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  surrender 
of  private  will:  "  If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall 
know  of  the  doctrine,"  etc. 

Observe  the  universality  of  the  law:  "  If  any  man 
will  do  his  will,"  etc.,  see  the  beauty  of  this  divine 
arrangement!  If  the  certainty  of  truth  depended 
upon  the  proof  of  miracles,  prophecy,  or  the  dis- 
coveries of  science,  then  truth  would  be  in  the 
reach  of  only  those  who  can  weigh  evidence,  in- 
vestigate history,  and  languages,  study  by  experi- 
ment; whereas,  as  it  is,  it  is  in  reach  of  all,     "  The 


meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment,  and  the  meek  will 
he  teach  his  way."  The  humblest  and  the  weakest 
may  know  more  of  God,  of  moral  evil  and  of  good, 
by  a  single  act  of  charity,  or  a  prayer  of  self-sur- 
render, than  all  the  sages  can  teach,  or  all  the  the- 
ologians can  dogmatize  upon. 

We  have  some  examples,  proving  the  wonderful 
revelation  of  God's  power,  by  simply  doing  small 
things.  In  the  case  of  Naaman,  had  he  not  obeyed 
and  washed  as  directed,  he  would  not  have  known 
the  efficacy  in  obedience  to  a  command.  "  Do 
and  ye  shall  know." 

There  is  a  thought  of  more  than  ordinary  im- 
portance here.  If  we  do  not,— the  inference  is 
plain — we  shall  not  know.  How  many  of  us  to- 
day, have,  like  Naaman,  mapped  out  before  us  the 
way;  and  if  things  are  not  done  according  to  our 
idea,  we  may,  like  him,  turn  away  in  anger!  But 
our  text  says:  "  Obey,  and  ye  shall  know."  Not 
until  Naaman  bowed  to  the  command  of  God, 
and  dipped  his  diseased  body  seven  times  in  Jor- 
dan, did  he  know. 

There  is  a  probability  of  Christ's  disciples  not 
knowing  as  they  should.  As  an  example  we  no- 
tice John  21:  4,  "  But  when  the  morning  was  now 
come,  Jesus  stood  on  the  shore:  but  the  disciples 
knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus."  Observe  the  beauti- 
ful and  endearing  language  in  verse  5,  "  Children, 
have  ye  any  meat?"  This  alone  should  have  con- 
vinced them  that  it  was  their  Master,  but  we  have 
nothing  to  convey  the  idea  that  they  yet  knew 
him. 

Right  here  is  one  of  those  remarkable  demon- 
strations of  his  power, — all  hinged  on  one  little  act 
of  obedience.  Verse  6  says,  "  Cast  the  net  on  the 
right  side  and  ye  shall  find."  The  disciples  may 
have  reasoned  like  others  do,  "  It  is  not  the  season 
for  fishing,  the  night  is  the  time  and  we  have 
toiled  all  night  and  caught  nothing."  But  they 
cast  the  net  according  to  divine  command,  and 
they  were  not  able  to  draw  it,  for  the  multitude  of 
fishes. 

Now  notice  how  the  result  affected  them,  for  by 
complying  with  God's  requirement  the  revelation  is 
effected.  Verse  7,  "  Therefore,  that  disciple  whom 
Jesus  loved  said  unto  Peter,  It  is  the  Lord."  Now 
Peter  perceives  his  nakedness.  This  is  conclusive 
proof  that  they  now  know  Jesus.  Had  they  not 
obeyed,  undoubtedly  they  would  not  have  known 
him. 

If  we  desire  to  know  our  blessed  Savior,  we 
should  do  his  commands  and  the  promise  is,  we 
shall  know. 


•THIS  MAD  FELLOW.' 


"Wherefon 


this  mad  fellow  to    thee?" — 2    Kings 


This  was  said  lo  Jehu  of  one  of  God's  prophets 
by  one  of  King  Joram's  captains;  because  the 
prophet,  by  direction  of  Elisha,  had  hurriedly  gone 
to  Ramoth-gilead,  called  Jehu  from  his  companions 
into  "  an  inner  chamber  "  and  there  quietly  anoint- 
ed him  king  over  Israel,  gave  him  a  few  short  ord- 
ers, then  opened  the  door  and  fled.  To  the  other 
captains,  who  saw  the  prophet  come  and  go  so 
quickly,  he  seemed  "  mad."  "  Where  did  he  come 
from?  "  queried  they.  "  Mad  fellow,"  indeed!  He 
proclaimed  the  overthrow  of  Ahab's  son,  the  de- 
struction of  Ahab's  whole  house,  and  that  dogs 
should  eat  Jezebel  in  the  streets  of  Jezreel.  Such 
news,  as  well  as  such  haste,  would  surely  seem 
madness  to  those  in  idolatrous  authority. 

Like  servants  in  like  conditions  in  any  time  or 
place  would  speak  in  like  manner;  for  history  re- 
volves on  wheels  and  bad  principles  reappear 
under  new  names  to  deceive  as  before.  "  The  far- 
reaching  desire  for  amusements;  the  attempt  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  men  by  sociological 
and  political  rather  than  by  religious  means,"  says 
C.  H.  Wheeler,  in  one  of  our  religious  weeklies, 
portrays  the  awful  condition  into  which  this  gen- 
eration is  plunging.  "Sunday  concerts;"  "base- 
ball playing  and  bicycle  racing; "  "  Sunday  sports 
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and  diversions;"  "absence  of  church  members 
from  religious  services;  "  "  secret  chamber "  works; 
"Sunday  labor  meetings;"  "sensuous  enjoyments;" 
"professional  amusers  of  every  sort  and  type;" 
'the  theatre  of  immorals;  "  saloonism,  "innocent 
fun,"  and  other  deep  seated  disorders  call  for  ear- 
nest, active  diligence  on  the  part  of  all  the  "mad 
fellows"  in  Christ. 

Sometimes  a  pious  old  Klisha.  or  a  "  young  proph- 
et "  digs  deep  into  the  Rock  of  Tiutb,  bringing  up 
sparkling  gems  for  Christian  adornment,  and  b 
cause  they  are  new  to  some  other  servants  or  ca| 
tains,  the  diggers  after  the  new  gems  arc  declare 
mad  fellows/  To  some  the  announcement  of  tf 
new  truth  is  enough  to  scare  them  fror 
i  g  the  gem  in  their  Christian  crown. 

Now  the  fact  that  a  thing  is  "new 
for  or  against  it.  There  was  a  time  v 
nouncement  of  Jesus  coming  in  the  fie 
and    if    Mary  had    rejected    Gabriel 


ever  wear- 


nothii 


ciple.     Hon 
who  discovc 
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>n  the  ground  that  they 
nd  can  neither  make  one 
ch    edification  or   in    de- 

message  be- 
,rd  it,  she  could  not 
I  ave  become  the  mother  of  Je^us.  To  John  the 
baptism  of  Jesus  was  so  new  that  he  entered  a  pro- 
test; but  Jesus  swept  aside  the  averment  and  John 
went  on  into  the  new.  To  Peler,  feet  washing  by 
the  Master  was  so  new  that  he  declared,  "Thou 
shalt  never  wash  my  feet."  The  newness  soon 
vanished  from  his  mind  when  the  forceful  answer 
rame,  "111  wash  thee  not,  thou  hast  no  part  with 
me."  There  was  a  time  when  the  church  began, 
hence  "a  new  thing."  Was  she,  therefore,  not  to 
be  received?  Many  "mad  fellows  "  in  those  days, 
were  there  not? 

A  thing  or  practice  is  not  right  or  wrong  be 
cause  new.  An  idea,  thing  or  practice  may  be 
wrong  from  wrong  principle,  and  if  so,  it  was  wrong 
no  difference  how  old.  A  thing  is  neither  wrong 
nor  right  because  just  discovered.  The  same  with 
right  principles,  right  things.  They  are  right,  al- 
ways were  right  and  ever  will  be  right,  no  difference 
how  new  they  may  be  to  us,  to  the  church  or  to 
humanity.    The  thing  that  is  wrong  is  ignorance  of 

lite  right  thing  or  true  pri 

n-;u  thing  to  call  the  man 

ciples,  a  mad  fellow.    Jon 

the  true  prophet  more  tha 
To  divest  one's  self  of  ; 

at  ideas  differing  from  thi 

condition.    To   oppose    '< 

presented  to   us,  simply 

are  new  to  us,  is  not  wise 

useful   or   helpful  in   chu 

veloping  high  spiritual  conditions  in  one's  self  and 

in  others.     The  presentation  of  that  which  is  new 

to  us,  should  cause  us  to  study  the   Book,  to  give 

due  consideration  without  bias  or  prejudice.     The 

mere  fact  that  it  is  new  to  you  or  to  me,  is  neither 

for  nor  against  it;  but  what  saith  the  Bible  about  it? 

That   wonderful   sermon   by   Paul  to  Festus  was 

new  to  the  governor,  who  declared  in  loud  tones, 
"  Paul,  much  learning  doth  make  thee  mad," 
Now  because  the  principles  of  atonement,  resur- 
rection, forgiveness,  sancttfication,  repentance  were 
new  to  Festus,  was  he  therefore  justifiable  in  re- 
jecting them  and  calling  Paul  mad? 

And  those  in  Chiist  who  insist  on  finding  Bible 
principles  and  then  weaving  them  into  their  lives 
rather  than  to  perform  and  then  seek  for  words  of 
Jesus  to  justify  their  actions,  may  be  "mad  fel- 
lows" to  those  who  do  otherwise,  but  they  are  on 
the  celestial  highway.  There  is  a  vast  difference 
between  first  finding  Divine  principles  and  building 
a  structure  with  them,  and  doing  a  thing,  then  try- 
ing to  find  some  Bible  principles  to  prop  it  up, 
and  if  no  Bible  can  be  found  for  it,  prop  it  up  with 
notions  and  opinions.  This  last  is  indeed  mad- 
ness,— very  much  like  that  of  Balaam. 
The  true  "  mad  fellows  "  lead  the  way! 

THE  QREATEST. 

BY  L.  FRANK  HAAS. 

Were  the  sayings  of  Jesus  on  this  point  to  be 
carried  out  in  their  spirit  in  the  Christian  church, 
it   would   revolutionize   some    things.    Jesus    held 


himself  as  an  example  to  his  disciples,  He,  un- 
questionably the  greatest,  served  or  ministered  to 
others.  He  did  not  expect  others  to  minister  unto 
htm.  He  required  no  large  salary,  no  palatial  resi- 
dence, no  fine  clothes.  In  nothing  of  outward 
show  or  material  good  was  he  or  would  he  be  su- 
perior to  his  disciples,  who  were  immeasurably  his 
inferiors,  in  ability,  office  and  birth. 

Suppose  the  churches  and  pastors  were  to  fall 
in  line  with  Jesus  in  this  matter,  what  would  be  the 
result?  Not  to  attempt  an  answer  in  full,  we  men- 
tion a  few  things  that  would  follow.  There  would 
at  least  cease  to  be  "respect  of  persons."  "The 
man  with  a  gold  ring,  in  goodly  apparel"  would 
not  be  assigned  the  best  seat,  while  "the  poor  man 
in  vile  raiment,"  would  be  told  to  stand  in  the 
aisle,  or  seated  in  some  tar-off,  obscure  corner. 
Nor  would  the  more  wealthy,  the  learned,  the  hon- 
ored, claim  or  expect  any  special  attention  or  hon- 
or. They  would  only  be  the  more  favored  in 
ministering  to  others,  in  seeking  to  make  the 
poor,  the  illiterate  and  the  obscure  feel  at  home 
and  comfortable  in  their  presence.  There  would 
be  a  different  spirit  in  the  ministry.  There  would 
be  no  unseemly  scramble,  nor  secret  plotting,  to 
secure  the  larger  salaries  and  the  more  honorable 
positions.  No,  there  would  be  none  of  the  bicker- 
ings which  now  too  often  disgrace  the  high  calling 
of  the  ministry.  Indeed,  there  would  not  be  that 
difference  in  salaries  and  honors  that  now  is  found. 
Christians  would  live  in  simplicity,  and,  if  pros- 
pered in  the  things  of  this  world,  would  use  their 
wealth  and  influence  for  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
of  Christ,  and  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  p. >or  and  the  unforlunate.  They  would  not 
offer  large  salaries  to  tempt  money  greedy  preach- 
ers. They  would  freely  give  their  pastor  a  com- 
fortable home  and  sufficient  support,  while  out  of 
their  abundant  t.easury  they  would  freely  give  to 
aid  in  the  support  of  pastors  and  missionaries  in 
the  poorer  fields.  The  popular  missionary  and 
inevolent  societies,  would  not  be  paying  their  sec- 
taries and  other  officers  what  to  the  mass  of  the 
people  are  fat  sa'arics,  often  going  up  into  the  thou- 
sands, while  the  great  majority  of  ministers  and 
others  in  their  employ  are  laboring  hard  and  rig- 
idly economizing,  to  support  their  families  on  less 
than  one  thousand,  and  many,  indeed,  on  half  that 
sum,  or  even  less 

Ministers  going  out  at  the  call  and  in  the  spirit 
of  their  Master  would  not  be  looking  for  wealth  or 
honors  of  this  world.  But  what  do  we  see?  In- 
terpreting, in  language,  the  actions  of  many,  we 
may  hear  them  talking  like  this:  "I  must  have  a 
thousand  dollars."  "I  must  have  two  thousand." 
"  I  must  have  five  thousand."  "  My  learning  and 
business  abilities  would  enable  me  very  readily  to 
command  that  sum  in  secular  employments,  and 
more.  Yea,  there  are  churches  ready  to  pay  me 
that." 

Here  comes  a  popular  evangelist;  he  is  very  suc- 
cessful in  getting  people  into  the  church,  or  get 
them  to  profess  conversion,  or  raise  an  excitement. 
The  evangelist  says,  "God  has  greatly  honored  me. 
He  gives  me  many  souls  wherever  I  go.  You  can 
afford  to  pay  me  well.  You  must  give  me  fifty, 
if  not  a  hundred  dollars  a  week." 

So  we  may  imagine  that  we  see  ministers  and 
evangelists  going  about  the  country  with  labels  on 
their  hats,  showing  the  prices  at  which  they  are 
rated  in  the  ecclesiastical  market.  Well,  they  say, 
that  is  business.  Anything  is  worth  what  it  will 
bring,  why  not  ministers?  Yes,  that  is  true  if  we 
come  down  to  the  level  of  the  world.  Jesus  says 
to  his  disciples,  "Ye  are  not  of  the  world." 
have  chosen  you  out  of  the  world." 

We  are  not  to  compute  the  value  of  our  ser 
in  money.     We  are   to   go  into   the   vineyard 
labor  and  whatsoever  is  right,  that  will  the  Lord 
of   the   harvest   give   us.     To    labor   there    is 
highest  privilege  and  honor.     Our  reward  will  not 
be  for  what  we  do,  but  in  doing  it.     "He  that  i: 
greatest  among  you,  let  him  be  your  minister." 

Imagine  Jesus  demanding  pecuniary  reward  fo 
his  service,  or  expecting  position  or  honor,  or  that 
he  should  be  waited  upon  by  a  crowd  of  admirers. 


Imagine  the  apostles,— Paul  among  them,  for  jn. 
stance,— because  of  his  superior  learning  and  gifts 
demanding  a  large  salary,  seeking  the  highest  offi- 
cial position,  receiving  and  parading  honorary  titles 
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lies, — spending 
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hools  of  his  day;  or,  while 
ing  for  a  definite  salary,  yet  passing  continually 
the  smaller  and  poorer  communities,  and  laboring 
only  in  the  larger  and  wealthier  places,  where  col- 
lections would  be  sure  to  be  large.  How  different 
the  facts!  Jesus  says,  "  I  am  among  you  as  he 
that  serveth."  "  The  Son  of  man  is  come  not  to  be 
ministered  unto,  but  to  minister."  Such  also 
the  spirit  and  practice  of  the  ape 
and  being  spent;  "taking  nothii 
tiles,  suffering  the  loss  of  all  things." 

Under  such  circumstances  "the  word  of  God 
grew  and  multiplied,"  and  "many  were  added  to 
the  Lord."  No  wonder  the  purity  and  benevolence 
of  their  motives  was  so  apparent,  that  no  one  could 
accuse  them  of  being  mercenary.  No;  but  they 
were  called  fools,  mad,  and  regarded  as  the  off- 
scouring  of  the  earth.  There  is  no  account  of 
them  ever  being  called  mercenary,  not  because  the 
world  was  not  wicked  enough  for  that,  but  such  an 
accusation  would  not  stick. 

How  different  now!  The  unsaved  world  comes 
around  to  hear  the  successful  pastor  or  evangelist. 
He  is  very  earnest;  he  labors  hard;  they  see  thai. 
But  they  also  see  the  other  side,  and  they  say, 
"Oh  yes,  he  is  gifted.  He  works  hard;  but  he  can 
afford  to;  he  is  well  paid."  When  they  think  of 
the  five  to  ten  dollars  a  day  he  receives,  and  re- 
member that  they  themselves  can  earn  but  one  to 
two  dollars  a  day,  is  it  any  wonder  if  they  suspect 
the  man's  motives,  become  envious,  and  turn  away 
sad?  Let  us,  as  true  followers  of  Christ,  wash  our 
hands  of  all  such  business!  Let  us  take  in  more 
and  more  the  spirit  of  the  Master,  and  follow  in 
his  footsteps,  "  Who,  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for 
our  sakes  he  became  poor  that  we,  through  his  pov- 
erty, might  be  rich! " 

i?o8  Thompson  St.,  Philadelphia. 


THE  FLIQHT  OF  THE  BIRDS. 

"The  stork  in  the  heaven  knoweth  her  appointed  times; 
nd  th«  turtle  and  the  crane  and  the  swallow  observe  the 
ime  of  their  coming;  but  my  people  know  not  the  judgment 
of  the  Lord."— Jer.  8:  7. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  Our  Young  People,  we  find 
this  excellent  lesson  drawn  from  birds.  The  lesson 
may  be  enlarged  upon  with  profit. 

I.  The  Birds  Mentioned. — Notice  the  kinds  of 
birds  mentioned  by  the  prophet,  and  the  special 
lesson  that  each  may  be  regarded  as  teaching. 

1.  The  Stork. — The  stork  is  a  bird  of  affection. 
It  loves  to  be  near  human  habitations,  and  in  Ger- 
many and  Ho. land  it  is  permitted  to  familiarly 
come  and  build  its  nest  in  chimney-tops  and  ov  r 
the  doorways.  "  Be  ye  kindly  affectioned  one  to 
another,"  says  the  apostle;  "with  brotherly  love, 
in  honor  preferring  one  another  "  (Rom.  12;  10), 

2.  The  Turtle-Dove.  —  The  dove  -is  the  bird  of 
love, — the  symbol  of  the  sweet  ^disposition,  of  in- 
offensiveness,  of  peace  and  good-will.  It  was  the 
dove  that  brought  the  olive-branch  to  the  window 
of  the  ark,  which  was'  the  token  that  the  waters 
were  subsiding;  it  was  in  the  image  of  the  dove 
that  the  Spirit  descended  upon  Jesus  after  his  bap- 
tism. "  Be  ye  harmless  as  doves,"  says  the  Lord 
in  his  charge  to  his  disciples  (Matt.  10:  16). 

3.  The  Crane— The  cranes  are  birds  of  system 
and  order.  In  their  migration  they  move  like  a 
well-disciplined  army,  arranging  themselves  into 
two  lines,  making  an  angle,  a  wedge  splitting  the 
air.  With  the  leader  in  front,  of  commanding 
voice  like  the  clang  of  a  trumpet,  the  column 
moves  forward  on  tireless,  swift  and  irresistible 
wing.  So  should  God's  people  travel  along  the 
heavenward  way,  like  the  Psalmist  and  his  com- 
panions, who  says,  "We  took  sweet  counsel  to- 
gether, and  walked  unto  the  house  of  God  in  com- 
pany" (Psa.  55:  14).  Like  an  army,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  they  should  march  forward  to  conquest 
and  victory,  following  their  Leader,  Jesus  Christ, 
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the  "Captain  of  our  salvat 
ever  obedient  to  his  orders, 

4.  The  Swallow. — The  swallow  is  the  bird  of 
swift  wmg;  as  swift  as  a  dart  shot  from  a  bow,  it 
(lies  through  the  air,  falling,  mounting,  swimming 
and  sailing  noiselessly  and  without  apparent  effort. 
So  should  our  movements  be  in  the  Lord's  service: 
We  should  be  swift  to  go  on  errands  of  mercy, 
while  our  bene  actions  should  be  without  display. 
■  When  thou  doest  alms,  let  not  thy  left  hand  know 
what  thy  right  hand  doeth  "  (Matt.  6:  2). 

II.  Concerning  Their  Migration. — Concerning 
the  migration  of  the  birds  alluded  to  in  the  text, 
and  many  others  that  would  no  doubt  have  been 
named  had  the  prophet  lived  in  our  land,  notice, 

1.  The  Object.— The  object  of  the  birds  in  mi- 
grating is  to  escape  the  rigors  of  the  winter  in  our 
northern  latitudes,  and  to  seek  a  home  where  the 
sun  shines  and  the  flowers  bloom  all  the  year 
through.  The  land  in  which  the  Christian  is  a  so- 
journer, is  one  of  bleak  winds  and  privations,  and 
he  seeks  another,  lit  up  by  the  eternal  sunlight  of 
God's  piesence. 

2.  They  Sing  along  the  Way. — All  birds  of  passage 
may  not  do  this,  but  some  do.  Song  may  give 
elasticity  to  their  wings,  and  help  them  along  in 
their  long  journey,  "  Would  to  God,"  exclaims  Dr. 
Talmage,  "  that  we  were  as  wise  as  they  in  ming- 
ling song  with  our  Christian  work!  " 

'■  Children  of  the  Heavenly  King, 
As  we  journey,  sweetly  sing; 
Sing  your  Savior's  worthy  praise. 
Glorious  in  his  works  and  ways." 

3.  They  Fly  High. — During  the  summer,  when 
they  are  in  the  fields  and  woods  and  orchards,  the 
birds  often  come  within  the  reach  of  the  sports- 
man's gun;  but  when  they  start  for  the  annua] 
flight  southward,  they  take  their  places  mid- 
heaven,  and  go  straight  as  a  mark.  Christians  of 
ten  fly  so  low  as  to  be  in  easy  reach  of  the  dart; 
and  arrows  of  the  great  enemy.     What  we  need  to 

>  i(/  is  tn  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  that  manner  calculat 
ed  to  renew  our  strength,  so  that  we  may  be  able 
to  "  mount  on  wings  as  eagles  "  ( Isa.  40:  3 1 ). 

4.  They  Know  When  to  Start— Occasionally  you 
will  find  a  belated  bird,— one  which  has  not  started 
soon  enough,— but  the  great  majority  of  them  are 
off  when  the  cold  winds  first  begin  to  blow.  All 
men  are  not  so  wise  as  birds.  Many  delay  their  de- 
parture for  the  heavenly  land  until  death  overtakes 
them,  and  then  it  is  too  late. 

"  Return,  O  wanderer,  to  thy  home, 
'Tis  Jesus  calls  for  thee; 
The  Spirit  and  the  Bride  say,  '  Come! ' 
Oh,  now  for  refuge  flee! 
Come  home,  come  home!  " 


"When  Columbus  was  heart-broken  by  the  mu- 
tinous disposition  of  his  crew,  hope  came  back  to 
his  brave  heart  by  so  small  a  thing  as  the  odor  of 
sassafras.  No  land  was  to  be  seen  and  America 
was  yet  undiscovered,  but  it  could  be  only  a  land- 
breeze  that  bore  the  odor  to  his  ship.  Faint  hearts 
revived  by  this  simple  inspiration,  the  vessel  passed 
°n,  and  a  new  worid  soon  appeared  to  view." 


—QUERISTS'  x  DEPARTMENT- 


un  Jonn   I3i  speaking  of  feet-washing, 
laid  aside 


s's«er  told  me  that  she  thought  that  laying  aside  the  gar 


isually 


aps, 


side 


Connected  with  all   ordinances 
that,  while  not  parti 
•*rvance  of  the  rites 
'    eby  those  who  c; 


venie 
ments 


incidentals, 

.arly  essential  to  a  legal  ob- 

ay  seem  appropriate  to  imi- 

do  so  with   reasonable  con- 

"ce.    Jesus  laid  aside  his  outer,  or  long  gar- 

probably  his  seamless  coat,— as  a  matter 

aerally    convenient    for 

:idental,  and   not  a  few 


°f  convenience.     It   is 
«thren  to  imitate  thi: 

tle  s>sters  so  arrange  themselves  that  they  ca 
0  *e  same.  This  is  at  least  their  privilege.  Bv 
ls  the  washing  and  wiping  of  the  feet  that  mak 


up  the  real  ordinance,  which  Jesus  intended  should 
be  perpetuated,  and  even  this  will  prove  a  blessing 
only  when  the  inner  man  is  in  a  condition  to  en- 
gage in  the  service  with  becoming 
faith. 


orcelaws?  J.  D.  S. 

The  church  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  a  legisla- 
tive body.  She  has  never  been  invested  with  the 
authority  to  make  laws.  Her  authority  is  judi- 
ciary and  executive.  She  can  interpret,  define  and 
enforce  the  laws  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  may  even  go  so  far  as  to  define  the  spirit,  as 
well  as  the  literal  meaning  of  the  Gospel,  but  to 
make  a  law  would  be  the  usurpation  of  authority. 

Do  you  think  the  church  is  infallible?  D.  E.  B. 

Most  assuredly  not.  So  long  as  the  church  is 
made  up  of  fallible  members,  just  that  long  will  the 
church  be  fallible.  Still  it  is  safer  to  trust  the 
church  as  a  whole,  than  to  trust  the  individual. 
We  are  to  hear  the  church,  not  on  the  ground  that 
she  is  infallible,  but  on  the  ground  that  she  has 
the  power  to  define  the  Gospel  and  enforce  it.  It 
is  in  this  sense  that  the  church  may  bind  and  loose 
on  earth.  She  does  her  binding  and  loosing  with 
the  Gospel,  and  so  long  as  she  makes  no  mistakes, 
her  work  will  be  ratified  in  heaven,  not  because 
the  church  does  it,  but  because  the  Gospel  so  au- 
thorizes her  to  act. 


Is  it  right  for  a  brother  to  permit  show 


ckets  for  the  priv 


Members  who  permit  the  use  of  their  buildings 
in  this  way  are  the  means  of  tempting  others  to  do 
wrong,  and  should  be  heartily  admonished  and 
shown  the  result  of  such  indiscrete  conduct.  If 
they  will  not  profit  by  the  admonitions,  then  let 
them  be  sharply  rebuked. 

What  do  you  think  of  members  belonging  to  the  Christian 
Endeavor  and  other  like  institutions?  K.  H.  J. 

Our  members  cannot  afford  to  divide  their  tal- 
ent, influence,  means  and  lime  with  other  institu- 
tions. The  better  way  would  be  for  each  church 
to  have  work  for  all  her  young  members,  and  Ihen 
encourage  them  in  it. 

According  to  Acts  2:  38,  how  do  you  think  Peter  understood 
the  commission  recorded  in  Matt.  28:  19?  Did  he  baptize 
"into  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ "  only  ?  E.  S.  R. 

Before  his  ascension,  Jesus  instructed  his  apos- 
tles to  baptize  "  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Matt.  28:  19. 
We  have  just  confidence  enough  in  the  apostles  tc 
believe  that  they  did  as  they  had  been  instructed 
To  baptize  in  the  name  of  Jesus  is  to  baptize  as  he 
directed,  hence  the  form,  referred  to  in  Acts  2:  38, 
is  that  authorized  in  the  Commission  in  Matt.  28:  19. 

J    H.  M. 


->^THE  i  SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL^- 


LESSON  LIGHT-FLASHES. 


Cautions  Against  Intemperance — Prov.  23:  15-25- 


(Le. 


1  for  Dec.  /J,  1806.) 


Intemperance  is  one  among  the  oldest  of  evils, 
one  of  the  early  fruits  of  sin,  and  one  of  the  first 
happenings  in  the  new  world  after  the  flood.  The 
effects  of  it  cast  a  blot  on  the  fair  name  of  Noah, 
that  has  followed  his  life-history  all  down  through 
the  ages.  The  repetition  of  it  has  been  evil,  and  al- 
ways evil,  without  one  redeeming  feature,  because 
it  robs  a  man  of  his  reason  and  transforms  him  into 
a  maniac  or  an  imbecile. 

There  are  evils  that  grow  out  of  the  abuse  of 
things  that  are  good  in  the  moderate  use,  but  with 
intoxicants,  as  a  beverage,  the  evil  is  in  the  use  of 
them,  no  matter  how  moderate  that  use  may  be,  be- 
cause every  drop  taken  calls  for  an  increase;  so  that 
the  danger  lies  at  the  very  beginning. 


Here  is  where  every  drunkard  began  the  course 
that  led  to  his  ruin,  hence  the  only  safe  stand  to 
take  is,  "Touch  not,  taste  not,  handle  not!  "  On 
these  premises  there  is  entire  safety,  and  it  is  the 
platform  on  which  we  should  all  stand. 

In  the  lesson  we  have  the  rejoicing  of  a  father's 
heart  in  the  wisdom  of  his  son,  and  what  can  give  a 
father  more  joy  than  to  see  his  children  walk  in 
wisdom's  ways?  There  is  nothing  that  can  be  more 
desirable,  because  it  is  the  realization  of  the  most 
precious  hope  of  every  parent's  heart.  Solomon 
says,  "  My  son,  if  thy  heart  be  wise,  my  heart  shall 
rejoice,  even  mine." 

In  what  does  wisdom  consist?  Not  only  in  know- 
ing and  doing  the  right  things,  but  in  refraining 
from  and  avoiding  the  wrong  things  as  well.  The 
lesson  is  made  up  of  couplets  of  affirmatives  and 
negatives,  setting  forth  clearly  both  the  good  and 
the  bad,  so  that  the  one  may  be  received  and  the 
other  rejected.  And,  after  viewing  carefully  both 
sides  of  life,  we  are  faced  with  this  truth,  "  For 
surely  there  is  an  end."  As  this  end  is  colored 
largely  by  the  beginning,  how  very  important  that 
a  right  start  be  made  and  a  proper  course  pursued! 
The  negative  form  of  a  right  start  is,  "Be  not 
among  winebibbers,  amongst  riotous  eaters  of  flesh." 
And  why  not?  Because  of  the  tendency  of  these 
things.  If  they  would  lead  to  good,  or  even  if  they 
were  neutral  in  their  tendencies,  and  exert  no  lead- 
ing forces,  they  might  be  classed  among  the  harm- 
less indulgences.  But  by  a  long  series  of  experi- 
ences they  have  been  found  not  to  be  of  this  kind, 
"  for,"  says  the  wise  man,  "  the  drunkard  and  the 
glutton  shall  come  to  poverty."  They  lead  to 
drowsiness,  sap  men  of  their  natural  energy,  destroy 
a  righteous  ambition  and  leave  them  in  a  condition 
in  which  they  are  not  capable  of  performing  the 
personal  duties  of  life  that  every  man  owes  to 
himself  and  those  dependent  upon  him.  Intem- 
perance literally  "clothes  a  man  with  rags,"  as 
it  casts  off  from  him  all  honorable  means  of  sup- 
port and  thus  leaves  him  without  the  necessary 
money  to  buy  either  clothes  or  food,  thus  bring- 
ing shame  upon  himself  and  misery  and  disgrace 
to  his  family,  if  he  has  one.  This  is  bad  enough, 
—  too  bad  for  a  human  being  to  do,  but  even 
this,  as  bad  as  it  is,  is  not  the  worst  thing  that  in- 
temperance and  drunkenness  brings.  A  man  loses 
his  self-respect,  becomes  unreasonable,  abusive, 
and,  in  addition  to  not  providing  food  and  clothing 
for  his  family,  he  is  quarrelsome  and  ill-treats  his 
wife  and  children,  often  driving  them  from  the  sa- 
credness  of  home  during  the  darkness  of  night, — 
thus  ruthlessly  severing  the  tie  between  husband 
and  wife,  and  estranging  the  affections  of  children 
from  the  parent  that  was  the  cause  of  their  coming 
into  life. 

There,  perhaps,  has  never  been  an  evil  in  the 
world  that  has  brought  so  much  poverty,  sadness, 
misery  and  ruin  to  the  home  as  that  of  intemper- 
ance. It  is  exceedingly  wide  in  its  influence0,  and 
touches  the  world  for  evil  in  a  great  many  ways  and 
places.  Like  a  contagious  disease,  it  leaves  its 
blighting  mark  wherever  it  touches.  Hence  the 
only  safe  way  to  pursue  it  is  to  avoid  its  approach 
as  you  would  that  of  the  most  poisonous  serpent. 
To  fondle  and  play  with  it  is  to  take  into  your  bo- 
som your  most  deadly  enemy.  It  is  a  most  wily 
foe.  At  first  it  pleases,  then  delights,  then  charms, 
then  grasps  in  its  deadly  embrace,— laughs  at  1  he 
misery  of  its  enslaved  victim, — robs  it,  and  then 
casts  it  away  without  pity  and  without  money,  be- 
reft of  all  hope. 

Can  you  ever  clasp  hands  with  such  a  heartless 
foe?  You  say,  No— never.  If  you  mean  this  there 
is  but  one  way  to  do.  "  Be  not  amongst  winebib- 
bers," which  means  any  who  in  any  way  indulge  in 
intoxicating  liquors,  While  they  are  put  up  in  dif- 
ferent ways  and  show  different  colors  as  they  move 
and  sparkle  in  the  tempting  glass,— the  tendencies 
of  all  are  the  same.  They  all  lead  into  the  way  that 
ends  in  misery,  ruin  and  a  drunkard's  grave.  My 
son,  despise  not  the  warning  voice,  or  your  fruitless 
cries  may  be  heard  only  when  it  is  too  late. 


THE   GOSPEL   MESSEIT^a-: 


^THE  ♦  YOUNG  *  PEOPLE*- 

OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course    of    Reading. 

It  LSI       I  /     III. 

■' Crlilsol  Missions,"  cloth,  »i.o<;  paper 34' 

"Llleol  A,  Judson,"  cloth,  27  cents:  paper 1$  ' 

"Out  Country,"  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper *) ' 

"Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth 83 

SECOND    YEAR. 
"Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  R4 cents;  paper 34  ' 

,  "Memoir  of  Robert  Moflat,"  cloth,  17  cents;  paper IS  ' 

Cannibals  of  New  Guinea."  cloth 7»  < 

,  "The  Seven  Lnrvaol  Teaching,"  cloth 6$  1 

TRMRO    YEAR. 

,  "Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions,"  cloth 

,  "Life  of  Robert  Morrison,"  cloth V>  < 

,  "  Do  Not  Sny,"  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles,"  ch,  13-38 10  < 

.  "In  the  Volume  o(  the  Book,"  cloth,  68  cents;  paper 33' 

•anfrlccs.  as  Riven  above,  are  for  members  of  Reading  Circle 

I  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 


a  op  Reading  Cjhclb.-W.  B.  Stover.  I 
Alexandria,  Ohio;  Mrs.  H.  M.  Stover,  \V 

sr,  Waynesboro.  Pn.;  J.  M.  Ned.  Frnitdal 
CiRCLB.-Presldent.  W.  B.  Stover   Bulsai 

;r,   Waynesboro,  Ha,;  Sfcrciniy,  F.cillh  R 


THE  TEACHER'S  PRAYER. 

Help  me  to  feed  thy  lambs,  O  Lore), 

According  to  thy  will; 
To  lead  them  into  pastures  green 

And  to  the  waters  still; 
To  pleasant  pastures  of  thy  word, 

Whose  "  fruits  celestial  grow;" 
To  soul-refreshing  streams  of  truth 

Which  thence  forever  flow. 
Oh,  help  me  to  instruct,  impress, 

And,  best  of  all,  inspire; 
And  from  my  own  heart  light  in  thei 

A  pure  and  living  Are, 


By  love's 


t  sorcery  I  fain 


Would  win  their  hear 
Only  that  I  might  draw  them  so 

More  closely.  Lord,  to  thee. 
Oh,  let  the  life  of  each,  I  pray, 

In  richer  current  flow 
From  deep'ning  love  for  thy  dear  word, 

And  broader,  brighter,  grow, 
Ab,  vain  as  vanity  itself 

My  every  effort,  Lord, 
Save  as  in  condescending  love 

Thou  dost  thine  aid  afford. 
Breathe,  then,  into  their  hearts  and  mine 

Thy  Spirit  from  above; 
Make  me  for  them  thine  implement, 

O  thou,  whose  name  is  Love. 

—Amelia  Hoyt. 

FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 


Having  had  a  short  visit  with  home  friends  and 
brethren  and  sisters  in  Pennsylvania,  we  return 
with  new  zeal  for  the  Master's  work,  feeling  more 
than  ever  the  need  of  strength  from  the  Lord. 
May  we  call  to  your  remembrance  Rom.  12:  12, 
"Continue  instant  in  prayer"  for  the  Lord's  work 
in  this  wicked  city. 

A  blind  sister  has  clothed  several  little  feet  for 
the  coming  winter,  with  good  woollen  hose  of  her 
own  knitting.  Have  we,  who  have  the  blessing  of 
sight,  done  as  much? 

Already  missionary  lights  are  shining  from  the 
new  fields,— Oklahoma  and  North  Dakota.  They 
send  an  offering  for  the  Lord's  work  here,  with 
their  prayers. 

The  Sunday  school  lessons,  as  taken  from  Prov- 
erbs, afford  many  practical  lessons  for  city  work. 
A  Bible  teacher  recently  said  that  if  he  were  asked, 
by  a  young  man  preparing  to  enter  business,  what 
book  he  should  read,  he  would  say,  "  Read  the 
Bjok  of  Proverbs,  then  read  it  again,  then  again, 
and  keep  on  reading  until  you  have  read  it  care- 
fully thirty  times."  This  advice,  if  followed, 
would  doubtless  prove  profitable  to  men  already  in 
business,  as  well  as  to  women,  young  and  old, 
mothers  and  those  not  mothers. 


A  father  of  some  of  our  Sunday  school  children 
recently  helped  us  a' whole  day,  dusting  carpet, 
setting  up  stoves  for  the  winter,  cutting  "  dona- 
tion"  boxes  into  kindling,  etc.,  and  then  refused 
to  accept  any  pay,  claiming  that  we  had  helped 
them  last  winter  when  they  were  sick.  Such  a 
man  would  not  refuse  to  saw  wood  for  a  meal 
given. 

One  of  our  Sunday  school  girls  came  to  us  a  few 
days  ago,  saying,  "I  will  do  scrubbing  again  for  a 
Sunday  dress."  The  next  morning  by  ten  o'clock 
she  had  done  the  work  and  had  in  return  more 
than  a  dress.  She  was  remembered  for  her  willing- 
ness to  work. 

It  was  our  privilege,  the  past  week,  to  attend  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  National  Mission  Gospel 
Union,  held  in  this  city.  It  is  only  those  who  are  in 
actual  hand-to-hand  work  in  the  mission  cause  that 
can  fully  appreciate  the  personal  experience  of 
others  engaged  in  rescue  work.  While  we  heard 
many  general  principles  as  to  methods  of  carrying 
on  city  work,  we  learned  the  details  also.  The 
latter  are  not  unlike  some  of  our  own.  We  learned, 
too,  that,  with  the  different  rescue  missions,  rep- 
resented from  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
the  work  test  is  invariably  applied.  Excepting 
the  aged,  the  sick  and  children  too  young  to  work, 
for  every  benefit  given,  a  willingness  to  do  some- 
thing in  return,  is  expected.  Solomon  says,  "  The 
soul  of  the  sluggard  desireth,  and  hath  nothing." 
The  truth  of  this  text  is  verified  by  the  wood-saw 
and  scrub-brush. 

A  sister  has  written  us  for  some  of  our  pleasant 
experiences,  and  some  of  our  sad  experiences.  We 
could  tell  you  much  of  the  former  and  some  of  the 
latter,  however  God  alone  can  know  our  saddest 
experiences.  It  is  hard  sometimes  to  "  bless  them 
which  persecute  you." 

660  South  Ashland  Ave. 


MISSION  FLASH  LIGHTS. 

BY  JOHN  R.  SNYDER. 

"  Tell  it  out!  the  wondrous  story! 
Tell  how  Jesus  lived  and  died: 
How  he  left  his  home  in  glory 
And  for  us  was  crucified." — Mark  16:  15. 

If  those  of  the  people  who  were  so  full  of 
zeal  and  earnestness  for  the  success  of  their  po- 
litical favorites  in  the  late  election,  would  use  the 
same  zeal  and  earnestness  in  the  promotion  of  the 
cause  of  Christ,  who  could  predict  the  result! 
Surely,  many  of  the  calls  for  helpers  would  be 
filled. 

Since  July  1  the  International  Missionary  Al- 
liance has  received  in  voluntary  contributions, 
nearly  $^50,000.  About  one-half  of  this  was  re- 
ceived at  their  late  Convention  in  New  York  City. 
They  are  noted  for  their  deep  spiritual  life,  are 
few  in  numbers,  but  have  over  three  hundred  mis- 
sionaries in  foreign  lands,  with  many  to  go  out  the 
coming  winter. 

We  wish  every  member  would  read  and  re-read 
Bro.  Trout's  article  in  No.  45  of  the  Messenger. 
If  every  one  would  use  the  Gospel  method  in  set- 
tling church  troubles,  we  would  be  a  stronger 
power  for  good.  We  have  in  mind  a  church  which 
has  been  practically  dead,  for  many  years,  on  ac- 
count of  one  of  these  religious  (?)  quarrels  creep- 
ing in,  and,  ever  since  the  beginning,  fuel  has  been 
heaped  upon  the  fire  by  those  who  should  have 
been  pouring  on  the  "water  of  the  Spirit"  to 
quench  the  flame. 

One  of  our  Brethren  recently  preached  a  very  ex- 
cellent sermon  from  the  text,  "  Lovest  thou  me." 
He  divided  it  into  three  sub-texts  as  follows:  "  Lov- 
est thou  me,"  "Lovest  thou  me;"  "LOVEST 
thou  me."  The  application  is  pointed  and  very 
appropriate.  There  are  many  of  us  who  need  this 
threefold  application  of  love  to  go  forth  from  our 
(spiritual)  dead  bodies. 


December  5,  i8g6 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  work  of  "n 
Missionary  Reading  Circle"  is  still  progressing 
though  not  so  well  as  its  importance  merits.  Re' 
member  the  object  is  not  so  much  to  get  members 
as  readirs.  Some  of  our  books  are  sixty  miles  from 
home,  but  they  are  answering  their  purpose,  being 
read  by  dear  ones  who  know  the  value  of  g0orj 
books. 

A  devoted  missionary  from  China  writes:  "We 
want  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit  to  keep  our  own  hearts 
right  with  God,  and  in  the  full  and  blessed  con- 
sciousness of  the  abiding  presence  of  Jesus;  because 
then  testimonies  will  tell.  The  very  testimony  of 
a  satisfied  heart  and  of  a  glad  face  will  carry  its 
weight.  And  this  is  why  we  must  have  a  fresh 
baptism  of  the  Spirit  for  the  individual  life  of  the 
missionary  himself.  No  words  can  express  to  you 
how  we  feel  the  immensity  of  this  need."  Be- 
loved, "  bear  ye  one  another's  burdens." 
#  *  # 

Bishop  Horden,  who  died  a  few  years  ago,  was 
for  forty-two  years  a  missionary  in  Northern  Alas- 
ka, stationed  at  "  Churchhill  House,"  the  last  civ- 
ilized dwelling  next  to  the  North  Pole.  His  par- 
ish was  more  than  1,500  miles  across,  and  sparsely 
settled,  and  he  often  had  to  make  the  journey 
from  one  station  to  another,  a  distance  of  500  miles 
at  a  time,  either  on  snow-shoes  or  dog-sled.  But 
he  left  at  his  death,  as  a  memento  of  his  life  work, 
a  church  with  3,600  baptized  native  Christians, 
twenty-six  native  teachers,  and  translated  the  Bible 
into  three  Indian  languages.  Such  lives  as  his 
bring  to  us  the  full  realization  of  the  latter  clause 
of  verse  20,  Matt.  28. 

Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 


OUR  READING  CIRCLE. 


I  feel  that  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of 
the  wholesome,  heaven-inspired  reading,  given  us 
through  Our  Missionary  Reading  Circle.  I  have 
all  confidence  that  it  is  designed  to  accompliift  a 
grand  work. 

The  reading  of  its  pages  and  the  grasping  and 
digesting  of  the  thoughts  contained  therein,  surely 
cannot  fail  to  create  in  us  desires  to  do  more  for 
our  Master.  To  those  seeking  more  light  on  the 
mission  work  I  cheerfully  recommend  the  reading 
prescribed  in  our  Reading  Circle. 

Those  that  are  in  any  way  engaged  in  missionary 
work,  will  obtain  more  inspiration  and  greater 
zeal  to  go  forward  in  their  labor  by  pursuing  this 
course  of  reading.  It  will  make,  of  those  who  read 
it  with  pure  motives  and  unbiased  minds,  fit  ves- 
sels to  be  used  in  the  labors  of  the  Master. 

I  would  to  God  that  this  course  of  reading  might 
be  pursued  by  every  family  in  the  land.  If  such 
books  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  young 
readers,  instead  of  the  dime  novels  and  police  sto- 
ries, I  believe  that,  in  a  few  years,  we  would  not 
hear  so  much. of  hard  times. 

If  parents  only  knew  what  good  they  would  be 
doing  by  placing  good,  wholesome  religious  litera- 
ture into  the  hands  of  their  children,  they  surely 
would  make  an  effort  to  get  possession  of  the 
books  of  the  Reading  Circle.  I  hope  to  have  a 
number  of  names  soon. 

Ifarrod,  Ohio, 

A  seeming  to  be  is  a  temptation  to  be.  The 
Scripture  injunction  to  avoid  the  appearance  0 
evil  is  not  merely  given  to  us  in  the  interest  of  oth- 
ers who  might  be  misled  by  our  example,  nor  is  > 
merely  in  our  interest  as  a  protection  against  our 
being  misjudged  or  falsely  accused.  It  benefits  u 
more  directly  than  that.  To  get  into  the  habit  0 
appearing  evil  is  to  grow  accustomed  to  such  a 
appearance.  A  man's  appearance  becomes,  as 
were,  his  second  self,  upon  whose  evil  countenan 
he  grows  accustomed  to  looking  without  rem°ns 
strance.  His  nice  sense  of  moral  judgment  is  thu 
blunted.  He  gravitates  unconsciously  to  bel  j» 
what  once  he  only  seemed  to  be.  It  is  not  on  y 
safer  for  others,  then,  that  we  avoid  the  appearanc 
of  evil,  but  safer  for  ourselves. 
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General  Missionary  0  Tract  Department 

^mwittee:-- 

E.  E8Y,  Chairman Booth  Kansas. 

D.  L.  Miller.  Vice-Chalrman  and  Treasurer, .  .  Mount  Morris,  111. 
S,  F.  Sanger Bridgewater,  Va. 

Isaac  Frantz Pleasant  Hill,  Ohio. 

(^-All  money  and  correspondence  intended  lor  any  ol  the  missions  un- 
der the  General  Committee,  or  any  business  connected  therewith,  should  be 
addressed    to    General   Missionarv   and   Tract   C 


It  is  good  policy  to  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot; 
it  is  still  better  to  adopt  Cromwell's  procedure,  and 
make  iron  hot  by  striking.  The  master-spirit  who 
can  rule  (he  stoma  is  great,  but  he  is  much  greater 
who  can  both  raise  and  rule  it.  To  attain  that  grand 
power  one  must  possess  the  brave  and  indomitable 
soul  which  prompted  Edmund  Burke  to  exclaim  to 
his  constituents  in  his  famous  speech  at  Bristol, 
"Applaud  us  when  we  run;  console  us  when  we  fall; 
cheer  us  when  we  recover;  but  let  us  pass  on — for 
God's  sake,  let  us  pass  on." — Magoon. 


The  Revue  Scientifique  gives-  a  terrible  picture  of 
the  rule  of  alcoholism  in  Belgium.  The  6  000,000 
inhabitants  support  no  less  than  115,  04  grog- 
shops. The  annual  consumption  of  alcohol  is  70,- 
000,000  litres,  which  cost  130,000000  francs.  Al- 
coholic drinks  of  all  kinds  cost  Belgium  about 
1,300,000  francs  every  day  of  the  year,  making  an 
annual  outlay  in  a  twelvemonth  of  about  one-half 
billion  francs.  Between  1S71  and  1881  the  amount 
consumed  was  doubled.  Between  1873  and  1876 
the  increase  of  wages  was  600  000,000  francs,  while 
the  increase  in  expenditure  for  drinks  was  416,000 
000.  It  is  claimed  that  fully  25,000  Belgians  die 
each  year  of  the  results  qf  alcoholism.  In  Brus 
sels,  as  his  been  statistically  shown,  more  than  8c 
per  cent,  of  all  the  deaths  in  the  hospitals  result 
from  this  cause.  Claude,  whose  report  for  the 
year  1887  created  such  a  stir,  calculates  that  the 
consumption  per  capita  is  4.25  litres,  while  Prinz- 
•ing,  (or  1889,  computed  it  at  4.4  litres.  At  present; 
according  to  the  calculation  of  several  of  the  Sen- 
ators of  the  Parliament,  the  average  is  twelve  litres. 


MISSION  WORK. 


There  are  various  methods  by  which  mission 
work  may  be  accomplished.  The  usual  method  is 
by  preaching.  This  involves  financial  support,  if 
the  field  is  remote. 

Another  method  is  by  circulating  religious 
tracts.  This  method  also  involves  means,  and 
needs  to  be  aided  by  a  living  ministry. 

Another  method  is  by  emigration,  coupled  with 
a  consecrated  life,  and  followed  by  an  efficient 
ministry. 

Still  another  method  is,  by  holding  our  Annual 
Conferences  on  the  frontier  of  our  field  of  re- 
ligious work. 

In  those  Conferences  is  seen  the  manifestation  of 
Christian  affection,  and  the  humble  appearance  of 
the  disciples  of  Jesus.  Such  characteristics  appeal 
with  power  to  the  eye  and  heart.  The  preaching 
disseminated  in  the  vicinity  of  such  Conferences  is 
also  a  powerful  aid  in  the  extension  of  mission 
work.  In  addition  to  all  this  is  the  surrounding 
country,  with  its  inducements  to  locate. 

Past  experience  has  proved  that  where  our  Con- 
ferences have  been  held  on  the  frontier,  they  have 
"■variably  been  followed  by  immigration  to  those 
Parts,  and  churches  have  been  established,  and  the 
work  of  the  Master  correspondingly  enlarged.  ' 

This  ought  to  be  a  weighty  consideration  in  the 
location  of  our  Annual  Conferences.  It  occurs  to 
our  minds  that  in  the  near  future  our  Conference 
ought  to  be  held  as  far  southward  as  practicable 
and  in  the  course  of  time  it  might  be  held  in  North 
Dakota.  In  the  meantime  the  voice  from  Califor- 
nia,  that  has  been  supplicating  for  the  Annual 
Conference  so  long,  ought  to  be  heeded. 

r;-  C  inference  being  in  the  far  East  in  1897, 
ou-,i:t  to  be  located  in  the  far  West  in  1898,  South- 
wai  1  in  ig59|  and  Central  in  1900. 

Lordshurg,  Cal. 


MISSION  RECEIPTS  FOR  OCTOBER,  1896. 

Should  there  be  any  amount  sent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
not  herein  acknowledged,  please  notify  the  Secretary  inoiudi- 
alely,  giving  amount,  date  of  sending,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
tions for  this  month,  if  any,  will  appear  in  connection  with  next 
month's  report.  Usually,  amounts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 
month  appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 

HOME  AND  EUROPEAN   FUND. 
{Used  only  for  Mission  in  V.  S..  Denmark  and  Sweden.) 
Ohio.— May   Hill   church,  56.50;    Ludlow    church, 
S3  ?o;  Wolf  Creek  church,  S5.60;  Sandy  church  Sun- 
day school,  S2;  Mrs.  Morgan  Workman,  Loudenville, 

S2S:  t«al s     426o 

Illinois.— Mrs.  Fike,  Milledgeville,  Si. 25;  Oakley 
church,  S6.70;  Okaw  church,  $6.75;  Pleasant  Hill  Sun- 
day school,  S4.00;  Margaret  Odell,  Lacon,  Si;  Maria 

Correll,  Mt.  Morris,  Si;  total s      21  60 

Missouri.— A  poor  brother,  20  cents',  Walnut  Creek" 
church,  S2;  Nevada  Sunday  school,  S7.26;  Rocking- 
ham   Sunday    school,    $3.56;    Rockingham     church, 

S2.50;  total, § 

Pennsylvania. — A  part  of  my  tenth,  25   cents;  a 

brother  and  sister,  Scalp  Level,  S3;  Annas  Witman 

Imlertown,    50    cents;    Bettie    Kirkpatrick,    Spring 

Creek,  25  cents;  Spring  Creek  church,  $8.46;  total,. .  S 

Indiana.— Arcadia    Sunday   school,    Si. 80;    Buck 

Creek  church,  S2;  T.L.Smith,  S8;  total s 

lovja.—O.  J.  Beaver,  Fredericksburg,  S2;  L.  M. 
Dodd,  Jeffersonville,  Si;  Liberty ville  church,  S2.40;  J. 
F.  and  Eliz.  Eikenberry,  Greene,  S3;  Wm.  Kingery, 

Greene,  Si;  total $ 

Virginia. — Noah  Early,  Weyer's  Cave,  S4;  Jennie 
Spitzer,  Weyer's  Cave,  25  cents;  Samuel  Click,  Wey-    " 
er's  Cave,  25  cents;  Roanoke  Sunday  school,  Si. 55; 

Beaver  Creek  church,  S 1 ;  total s      7  05 

Texas.— Pleasant     Valley    church,    S3;     Nocona 

church,  S2. 57;  total s      5  57 

Colorado. — L. ,  Monte  Vista,  S5;  total s       5  00 

Kansas. — A  sister,  S2;  total,  : s       200 

.4n:w/a.  — Glendale  church,  $1.59;  total S       1  59 

Minnesota. — Lake  Branch  church,  Si. 25;  total S        I  25 

California. — Tropico  church,  SI;  total S       I  00 

.—John  Olson,  $50;  total S     50  00 

Interest  from  Loans. — Brethren's  Pub.  Co.,  S50; 
Washington  church,  Kans.,  S7.50;  Fairview  church, 
Mo.,  S2I.86;  Sugar  Ridge  church,  Mich.,  S5;  Esterly 
church,  La.,  S2;  B.  A.  Allison,  S21;  total S    107  36 

Total,  S   204  2c 

BOOK  AND  TRACT  FUND. 
'Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  of  Tracts.) 
Ohio.—E.  D.  Messimore,  Freeburg,  25  cents;  Mrs. 
Morgan  Workman,  deceased,  Loudonville,  S25 ;  total,  S     25  25 
Indiana— I.  W.  Miller,  Mexico,   S3;    Eel    River 

church,  S1.70;  total, S      4  70 

Illinois.— Panther  Creek  church,  $2, 75;  total S       2  75 

Arizona— Glendale  church,  Si. 59;  total S       1  59 

Maryland. — A  sister,  $l;totaJ S      1  00 

Pennsylvania— -Wm.  Howe,  Maitland,  90   cents; 

lota] S  90 

Iowa.— Grundy  Center  church,  70  cents;  total, S  70 

Interest  on  Loans— West  Dayton  church,  Ohio, 
$15.80;  total, S     15  80 
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Maryland—  Beaver  Creek  church,  S7.70;  total S 

Illinois.— Margaret  Odell,  Lacon,  Si;  Ccrro  Gordo 

Sunday  school,  $5;  total S 

Pennsylvania— Nathan    Coffman,    Pottstown,    S5; 

Cath.  Holsopple,  Geistown,  Si;  total S 

Virginia.— Mrs.  S.  Schrock,  Culpeper,  S5;  total, — S 

Florida— H.].  Neher,  Keuka,  $5;  total S 

Indiana—  Lydia  Shewman,  Bath,  Si ;  total S 

O/iio.—E.  D.  Messimore,  Freeburg,  25  cents;  total,  S 
Kansas. ,  Caney,  24  cents;  total, S 


Total, 


.  fund.) 


Mt. 


■li.-Brother  and  sister  C.  W.  Lahrr 

S30;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Butterbaugh,  Lanark,  Si;  Mrs. 

John  Harris,  Mt.  Morris,  50  cents;  Daniel  and  Mary 

sllers,  Mt.  Morris,  S25;  total S 

Pennsylvania— Middle  Creek  church,  S6;  a  broth- 
,  Abbottstown,  £1.50;  L.  C,  L.  and  E.  D.  T„  $5;  a 
other  and  sister,  Scalp  Level.  S1.30;  a  brother  and 
iter,  Glen  Campbell,  S5;  Lizzie  Barndollar,  Everett, 

;  total S 

Maryland- leaver  Creek  church,  S4.63;  Berkley 

church,  S2  54;  Welsh  Run  church,  SI.S°;  E.  W.  Ston- 

Bridge,  Si;  total S 

Iowa—  Louisa  Kratz,  Hampton,  32  cents;  Grundy 

Centre  church,  S6.10:  C.  A.  Shook,  Greene,  S2;  total,.? 
Indiana—  Pleasant  Dale  church,  $7;  total, S 
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Kansas.— Monitor  church,  S3-75 ;  total s  3  75 

Arkansas.— Brother  and  sister  D.  L.  Forney,  Pales- 
tine, 50  cents;  total $  50 

Interest  from  Endowment $  115  43 

Total s   222  07 

ASIA   MINOR   MISSION   FUND. 
( To  be  used  in  the  Mission  in  Asia  Minor.) 
Pennsylvania—  Jos.  Holsopple,  Indiana,  15  cents; 
Jacob's  Creek  church,  $11,27;  1-  C„  L.  and  E.  D.  T., 

brother,  Green  Tree,  SS;  total s     1742 

rginia. — Beaver  Creek    church,    $2.10;    Beaver 

Creek  Sunday  school,  $7,63;  total s       9  73 

Iowa.— Franklin  County  Sunday  school,  47  cents;  a 
sister,   Robins,    S2.50;    Panther    Creek    church,   S2; 

Grundy  Center  church,  25  cents;  total s       5  22 

Kansas.—  A  brother  and  sister,  Ramona,  SS;  total,. S       5  00 
North  Dakota—  Some  Scandinavians,  S4. 20;  total,. S       4  20 
Illinois.— Mt.  Morris  Missionary  class,  S3. 78;  total,  S       3  78 
Ohio.— Ludlow    church,    25    cents;    Wolf    Creek 
church,  70  cents;  Sandy  church  Sunday  school,  Si; 

total s       1  95 

West  Virginia.— A.  W.  Hawes,  Charlestown,  $1.53; 

t0,al ■■$       1  53 

Missouri. —  Rockingham  church,  Si;  total s        I  00 

Maryland— -L.  W.  Rinehart,  Mcdford,  Si ;  total,. .  .$       1  00 

Total $     50  83 

FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND. 

Pennsylvania.— Mission  Meeting  at  Elizabethtown, 
SS0.77;  mission  meeting  at  Waynesboro,  Sioo;  Mar- 
garet Calhoun,  Everett,  S5 ;  total %   155  77 

Maryland.—  Missionary  Meeting  at  Hagerstown, 
S20.52;  total s     20  52 

Indiana. — Prairie  Creek  church,  S9.10;  Eel  River 
church,  S7.90;  total %     17  00 

Virginia.—  Noah  Early,  Weyer's  Cave,  S2;  a  broth- 
er, Hollins,  S2.50;  total .$       4  50 

Texas.— Nocona  church,  $2.58;  total s       2  58 

Illinois—  Astoria  and  Woodland  churches,  $2;  As- 
toria and  Woodland  churches,  but  acknowledged  in 
September,  under  India  Fund,  S71. 58;  total s     73  58 

Total s  273  95 

ARMENIAN  ORPHAN  FUND,  ASIA  MINOR. 

Pennsylvania.— Mary  S.  Geiser,  Philadelphia,  S60; 
Benshoff  Hill  Sunday  school,  $8;  a  brother  and  sister, 
Waynesboro,  S30;  Ephrata  Brethren's  Missionary 
Society,  $10;  First  Church  of  Brethren  in  Philadel- 
phia, $30;  total $    138  00 

Illinois. — Chicago  Sunday  school, :JSS  80;  a  brother 
and  sister,   Mt.    Morris,  $12;  Cerro   Gordo  Sunday 

school,  SI3-I3;  total S     30  93 

Kansas.—  Geo.  A.  Fishburu,  Ovcrbrook,  $15;  total, .S      15  00 
Ohio.—].  W.  Lahman,  wife  and  daughter,  Ashland, 

$2;  A.  J.  and  H.  Myers,  Ashland,  S5;  total, S       7  00 

Maryland. — A  sister,  S2;  total S       2  00 

Louisiana.— A  Methodist  friend,  Si ;  total, S       1  00 

Total $   "93  93 

( Used  only  for  the  Mission  In  India.) 
Pennsylvania.— Jacob's  Creek  church,  SII27;  L.  C, 
L.  and  E.  D.  T.,  $i;  Jennie   Henderson,   Williams- 
burg, S3;  Julia  and  C.  Bechtel,  Williamsburg,  SI. 50; 

total S     16  77 

Indiana.— Loon  Creek  Sunday  school,  S4  46;  pri- 
mary class  ol  Sunday  school,  S3.44;  total, $       7  go 

Kansas— A  brother  and  sister,  Ramona,  S5 ;  total, . .  S       5  00 
Iowa. — Franklin   County   S.   S.,  47  cents;  a  sister, 
Robins,  S2.50;    Panther  Creek    church,  S3;    Grundy 

Center  church,  25  cents;  total S       5  22 

Illinois.— MX.  Morris  Missionary  class,  S377;  total,. S       3  77 

California.— A  brother  and  sister,  S3;  total, S       3  CO 

West  Virginia.— A.  A.  Rothrock,  Ridgeville,  Si;  A. 

Hawes,  Charleston,  Si. 52;  total S       2  52 

Missouri—  Rockingham  church,  S2.50;  total S       2  50 

Ohio—  Ludlow  church,  75  cents;  Wolf  Creek 
church,  70  cents;   a   tramp,  4  cents;  Sandy  church 

Sunday  school,  Si;  total S       2  49 

Virginia.— Beaver  Creek  church,  $1.85;  total S        1  85 

Maryland  —  L.  W.  Rinehart,  Medford,  $1;  total,. .  .S        I  00 

Total S      52  02 

Donation  of  S71.58  made  in  August  has  been  transferred  to 
Foreign  Fund. 

Home  and  European  Fund, $   29420  14043 

Asia  Minor  Mission S     So  83  8505 

Book  and  Tract  Fund S     S*  °9  8593 

Washington  Meetinghouse, S     3119  1776 

Foreign  Mission  Fund, S   273  95 

Armenian  Orphanage S    193  93 

World-Wide  Missions S  222  07 

idiaFund, 5     52  02  7825 

ission.and  Tract  Fund 17  41 

Total $1,170  88 

Less  amount  transferred 71  58 

Total  receipts  for  the  month Sl.oco  30    424  83 

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  95,687    21,884 
Gen.  Miss,  and  Tract  Com. 
Mt.  Morris,  111. 
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H.  B.  Bkumuaugh,  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  )'" 
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JOSEPH  Amick Business  Manager. 

Enocn  Eby,  Dnnlc!  ll.-iys,  \V.  R.  Deetcr. 

^-Communications  (or  publication  should  be  luRibly  ritten  with  blade 
tak  on  one  sido  of  tbe  paper  only.    Do  not  attempt  to  L.rerlllte,  or  to  put  on 

Ity  Anonymous  communications  will  not  be  published. 

EJfT-Donot  mil  business  with  articles  lor  publication.  Keep  your  com 
munlcntlons  on  separate  sheets  from  all  business. 

t^-Time  Is  precious.  We  always  have  time  to  attend  to  business  nnd  to 
niiL.ivt'i  iiuestlons  "I  Importance,  but  please  do  not  subject  us  to  needless 

l^rThc  MnssBNGBR  13  mailed  each  week  lo  nil  subscribers.    II  the  ad- 

i       Iv  .-niercl  on  our  list,  the  paper  must  reach  the  person  to 

wl II  Is  addressed.    II  you  do  not  get  your  paper,  write  us.  (jiving  par 

PS?- When  clianeloc  your  address,  please  give  your  former  as  well  as  your 

'  ■   il  a.l.lii  ss  in  lull,  so  as  lo  nv,,l<!  delay  uii.l  misunderstanding. 
CWDo  not  send  personal  checks  or  drnlts  on  Interior  bauks,  unless  you 

CSv-RemlttaiKes  should  be  made  by  Post-cilice  Money  Order,  Dralts  on 
,  ■.  .  i-r  .re:     igo,  ,,i  Registered  Letters,  made  payabln 

II,.       ,  to  '  I.  ethi  :,     I  obllsltlnB  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  111." 

ry  lintered  at  the  Posl  Offi   ■   at    Mount    M,,nis,   III,  as  si  colid-class  mat 


mount  Morris,  III.,  December  s,  i8p6. 


I  i'. mi  accessions 
ettc  church,  Ohio. 


reported   from  the  Lafay- 


TuitKii  were  baptized  in  the  West  Dayton  church 
on  Thanksgiving  Day. 

Hereafter    Bro.    W.    R.    Miller,    of    Chicago, 
should  be  addressed  at  162  Loomis  St. 


ie  Huntingdon  speci 
18,  and  is  to  continu 


il  Bible  Tt 
1 abnut  fou 


Two    persons  have  recently  been  added  to  the 
fold  in  the  Sandy  church,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio. 


We  hear  a  great  deal  now-adays  about  personal 
:onsecration.  How  would  it  do  to  make  a  purse- 
i/ui  all  consecration? 


Bro.  Henry  Bruhaker  is  assisting  in  the  church 
work  at  Palestiie,  Ark.  He  has  the  oversight  of 
the  church  in  that  part  of  the  State. 


We  learn  with  pleasure,  that  sister  Stover,  of 
Bulsar,  India,  has  recovered  from  her  sickness  so 
that  she  can  now  go  about  her  duties. 


The  Brethren  of  the  South  Waterloo  church, 
Iowa,  have  arranged  to  hold  a  Bible  Normal  Dec. 
10  to  20,  to  be  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  G.  Royer. 


Christian  life  is  a  warfare. 
:eaje  till  we  lie  down  to  ou 
2s  are  many,  but  about  the  \ 


The  strife 
final  rest, 
orst  one  is 


Bro.  D. 


Mill 


left  last  Tuesday  for  Morrill. 
Kans.,  to  remain  until  Dec.  11.  After  that  his  pro- 
gramme is  as  follows:  Falls  City,  Nebr.,  Dec.  12  to 
15;  Holmesville,  Dec.   16  to   18;   Pickrell,  Dec.    19 

to  21.  

Brethren,  let  us  have  only  short,  well-prepared 
f  Ministerial  Meetings.     This  can  best  be 


reports 
done  by  giving  only  1 
at  a  meeting  of  the  k 
ceeding  1,200  words. 


>ugh  of  the  very  best  said 
id  to  make  an  article  not  ex- 


We  printed  33  000  copies  of  the  doct 
ber,  and  then  did  not  have  enough  to  fill 
orders   that  came  in.     We   ought  to 
several  thousand  m< 
was  beyond  our  ant 


The  demand  for  th 
pation. 


il  num- 
of  the 
printed 
:  paper 


W.   Cr 


We  learn  with  pleasure  that  Bi 
doing  excellent  work  in  Adams  County,  this  State, 
and  that  his  labors  are  very  much  appreciated 
We  trust  that  he  will  be  permitted  to  continue  his 
labors  in  that  part  of  the  State. 


-^Bro.  Louis  Foss,  of  Lagrange,  N.  C,  formerly  a 
Biptist  minister,  writes  us  that  he  was  led  to  em 
hrace  the  true  faith  and  order  of  worship  by  some 
of  the  tracts  published  by  our  Brethren.  There  is 
power  in  well-prepared  tracts,  and  it  pays  to  dis- 
tribute them. 


Thanksgiving  Day  was  observed 
manner  at  the  Mount.  In  the  foreno 
Eshelman,  of  California,  delivered  a 
propriate  to  the  occasion.  At  the  c 
tion  was  taken  up  for  the  Wa 
inghouse.     This,  with  the  amc 


the 


Bro   M.  M. 


red  a  discourse  ap- 
the  close  a  collec- 
hington  City  meet- 
ints  previously  sub- 


scribed, 1 
members 
work  of  1 


make  nearly  S175  00  contributed  by  the 
Mt.  Morris  and  vicinity  for  the  noble 
igelizing  our  nation's  capital. 


The  report  of  the  General  Missionary  and  Tract 
Committee,  found  in  another  column,  shows 
Si, 099.33  contributed  during  the  month,  —  more 
than  twice  the  amount  given  during  the  correspond- 
ing month  last  year.  This  is  encouraging.  More- 
over, there  were  95,687  tracts  sent  out  during  Octo- 
ber, which  indicates  a  fourfold  increase  over  the 
same  month  last  year.  We  are  not  yet  where  we 
ought  to  be,  but  we  are  growing,  and  the  Lord  will 
add  his  blessing. 


Many  of  our  readers  may  not  be  a 
fact  that  an  interesting  missionary  cU 
meeting  at  this  place  each  alternate  S 
noon.  Recently  the  life  of  Christ,  fror 
ary  standpoint,  and  what  it  means  to  u: 
lowers,  has  been  studied  in  its  various 
has  been  very  interesting  to  all  in  atte 
it  is  hoped  that  much  good  will  be  a 
as  the  class  continues  in  its  wore 
missionary  spirit  and  fanning  the 
the  salvation  of  precious  souls. 


tare  of  the 

s   has  been 

nday  after- 

■n  a  mission- 

s  as   his  fol- 

aspects.     It 

;ndance,  and 

ccomplished, 

f  fostering  a 


rker 


writes 


way    to 


Under  date  of  Nov.  25  Bro.  I.  I 
us  from  Kansas  City.  He  was  c 
Southern  California,  via  Salt  Lake  and  Sa 
c  sco.  Until  Dec.  20  he  may  be  addressed  at  Dos 
Palos,  and  after  that  at  Lordsburg.  He  promises 
to  keep  us  posted  respecting  his  doings  on  the  Pa- 
cific Coast.  During  his  absence  his  work  in  Elk- 
hart, Ind  ,  will  be  in  the  care  of  Bro.  A.  H.  Puter- 
baugh.  

Last  winter  a  stranger  visited  a  number  of  the 
churches  in  the  East,  working  on  their  sympathies, 
and  collected  hundreds  of  dollars  from  them.  Of 
his  sheep  Jesus  says,  "A  stranger  will  they  not  fol- 
low," but  some  of  them  will  give  a  stranger  money, 
and  then,  later  on,  complain  about  being  deceived. 
Permit  us  to  caution  our  people  against  any  similar 
move  upon  the  part  of  any  one  the  coming  winter. 
Make  it  a  rule  not  to  take  up  collections  for  stran- 
gers. Feed  and  shelter  them,  feeling  assured  that 
if  there  are  any  angels  among  them,  they  will  be 
very  grateful  for  your  kindness,  and  will  not  cen- 
sure you  because  you  do  not  fill  their  pockets  with 
money.  Having  food  and  raiment,  angels, — such 
as  come  to  our  houses, — are  usually  contented. 
After  reading  this,  do  not  blame  any  one  but  your- 
self if  you  permit  yourself  to  be  deceived. 


O 


Our  love  feast  in  the  chapel  last  Saturday  even- 
ts one  of 
itual  type, 
delight  to 


these 
such 


s  a  most  enjoyable  meeting.  It 
;ligious  gatherings  of  a  high,  spi 
;  give  strength  to  the  soul  and 
the  mind.  Nearly  four  hundred  members  sur- 
rounded the  Lord's  table,  not  only  to  engage  in 
the  outward  forms,  but  they  seemed  to  have  entered 
fully  into  the  spiiit  of  the  occasion,  The  feast 
commenced  sho.tly  after  five,  and  closed  a  few 
minutes  before  seven.  Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  offi- 
ciated, and  better  order  could  not  have  been  de- 
sired at  a  feast.  The  entire  audience  seemed  to 
have  been  impressed  by  the  solemnity  of  the  ex- 
ercises. The  next  morning  Bro.  Trout  commenced 
the  series  of  meetings  that  we  have  had  in  contem- 
plation for  some  time.  He  is  expected  to  contin- 
ue for  some  weeks.  The  meetings  are  largely' at- 
tended each  evening,  and  the  interest  is  excellent. 


el  Dr 


NE  were  added  to  the  Barren  Ridge  congrega- 
Va.,  by  confession  and  baptism,  during  the 
:ings  recently  held  at  that  place  by  Bro.  Sam- 


The    State    Sunday    school 
loithern    Indiana,   in  summing 
ork,  makes  the  following  deductions 
e  of  interest  to  our  readers: 


pondent    of 
suits  of  the 


.  Whe 


ilic 


Bro.  D.  L.  Forney  will  endeavor  to  distribute 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  doctrinal  issue  in  Ar- 
kansas. He  thinks  the  paper  will  prove  quite 
helpful  on  the  mission  fields. 


Our  readers  may  rest  assured  that  the.  General 
Missionary  and  Tract  Committee  is  in  earnest 
about  the  Washington  meetinghouse.  Many  of  the 
members  are  equally  in  earnest.  Here  is  a  letter 
which  has  the  true  ring: 

Dear  Brethren  of  the  Committee  .—Reading  your  appeal 
for  help  to  build  up  the  church  in  Washington,  stirred  my 
very  soul.  Husband  and  I  have  talked  the  matter  over,  and 
we  want  to  help  the  work  along.  We  pledge  525,  to  be  paid 
on  or  before  Jan.  I,  1897.  It  is  the  desire  and  prayer  of  my 
heart  that  our  beloved  Brotherhood  may  push  her  way  into 
every  city  of  this  grand  nation.  The  wealth  that  is  laid  by 
for  the  rising  generation  by  our  beloved  brethren  and  sisters, 
so  often  is  to  them  a  misfortune,  instead  of  a  fortune.     Pray 


tbat\ 


:  may  raise  those  given  us  to  glorify  God's 


iChri 


The  stranger  that  comes  to  your 
do  you  treat  him?  Do  you  welcome 
so  that  he  will  come  again?  Remer 
i  he  gets  will  be  a  lastii 


church— how 
iim  cordially, 
ber,  that  the 


We  are  always  pleased  to- send  sample  copies  of 
our  Sunday  school  supplies  to  those  who  apply  for 
them,  with  a  view  of  introducing  them  into  their 
school.  When,  however,  parties  persist  in  ordering 
sample  copies  of  our  Quarlerlies  each  quarter,  it  does 
not  seem  as  though  they  understand  the  purpose  of 
a  sample  copy.  Perhaps  the  true  import  of  2  Cor. 
S:  21  would  teach  them  an  important  lesson. 


greatest  number  of  members  take  part  ii 
Sunday  school  the  greatest  number  of  scholars  join  thi 
church,  and  largest  amount  of  missionary  fund  is  raised. 

2.  Where  the  majority  of  members  are  interested,  Sunday 
school  continues  evergreen. 

3.  Where  each  minister  is  present  at  his  home  Sunday 
school  when  possible,  greatest  interest  on  the  part  of  mem- 
bers is  manifested. 

Many  of  our  readers  are  interested  in  city  mis- 
sions, and  remember  the  work  in  their  prayers. 
While  doing  so.  do  not  let  us  forget  that  a  practical 
demonstration  of  our  interest  will  go  far  towards 
proving  our  sincerity,— in  fact,  it  is  the  most  forci- 
ble way  of  proving  our  concern.  With  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  our  mission  workers  will  find 
!  many  opportunities  of  relieving  distress  and  des- 
|  titution,  if  we  are  willing  to  furnish  the  needed 
er,  the  "inasmuch"  of  the  Master 
our  ears  over  yonder,  if  we  have 
Id  to  the  lowliest  ones  of  earth. 


A  brother  and  sister,  who  have  been  living  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  know  the  grounds  well,  and 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  discouragements  and 
encouragements  of  the  work,  sent  in  $50,00  f°r  the 
purchase  of  ground  to  build  thereon.  One  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  who  has  looked  over  the  ter- 


onated  liberally,  and  many 
se.  There  are  a  number  of 
1  contribute  to  this  special 
iny  individuals  who  will  not 
ho  can  give.     The  question 


ritory   carefully,  ha: 

others  are  doing  like 

congregations  that 

effort,  and  there  are 

be  reached  that  way 

is  pressed  again,  Are  we  in 

iagton  house?     Let  us  coi 

to  strengthen  the  fort  in  01 

was  Paul's  plan    of   work, 

much  power  to-day  as  it  had  then 

us  have  as  much  confidence  in  city  1 

apostles  of  old! 

TEN  DAYS'  ABSENCE. 

It  became  necessary  for  us  to  spend  ten  days 
Chicago,  and  during  that  time  we  preached  each 
evening  in  the  Brethren's  church  at  183  Thirteenth 
Place.     On  Thanksgiving,  and  the  one  Sunday  tha 


earnest  about  the  Wash- 
ibine  our  united  efforts 
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and  the  Gospel  has  as 
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we  were  in  the  city,  two  services  were  held.  We 
started  with  small  audiences,  but  they  gradually  in- 
creased, and  at  the  close  of  the  meetings  the  in- 
terest was  quite  encouraging.  Our  aim  was  to 
preach  that  which  would  strengthen  and  encour- 
age the  members. 

We  regret  that  the  condition  of  the  weather  and 
other  circumstances,  did  not  permit  us  to  see  more 
of  the  members  in  their  homes,  and  some  of  the 
interesting  parts  of  the  city.  We  could  not  look 
into  the  workings  of  the  Children's  Mission  as  we 
would  like  to  have  done;  but  we  can  say  this 
much  for  Chicago,  it  is  a  great  city,  full  of  life  and 
an  abundance  of  wickedness  in  high,  as  well  as  in 
low  places.  Much  earnest  and  persistent  work  will 
be  required  to  accomplish  good  and  lasting  results. 
The  Children's  Mission  is  a  necessity,  and  should 
be  continued  without  any  thought  of  abandoning 
the  work.  The  sisters  in  charge  of  the  Mission 
are  earnest  and  faithful  workers  and  need  much  en- 
couragement. 

The  church  work  is  one  of  great  importance,  re- 
quiring time,  labor  and  a  great  deal  of  patience 
and  perseverance.  For  some  years  this  work  has 
devolved  upon  Bro.  William  Miller,  and  while  he 
feels  a  deep  interest  in  the  Chicago  cause,  and  is 
very  hopeful  of  the  ultimate  results,  he  fully  r 
izes  the  importance  of  persistent  and  well-directed 
efforts.  The  house  is  not  what  we  ought  to  h 
in  a  great  city  like  Chicago,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a  better  pi 
of  worship  may  be  secured,  and  that,  too,  in  a  part 
of  the  city  around  which  the  members  may  settle 
and  build  up  a  strong  influence  for  good. 

We  returned  last  Saturday,  but  did  not  reach  oui 
desk  until  Monday  morning.  We  find  enough  mat 
ter  awaiting  our  attention  to  keep  us  exceedingly 
busy  for  some  days.  The  contents  of  the  papei 
jA'ill  now  receive  our,  closest  possible  attention 
with  the  hope  that  due  and  early  consideration  will 
be  given  all  the  matter  sent  us  for  publication. 

J.  H.  M 

THE  CALL  TO  THE  MINISTRY. 

A  minister  sends  us  a  small  tract,  setting  forth 
his  reasons  for  preaching  the  Gospel  without 
authority  from  the  church.  He  predicates 
reason  mainly  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  Lord 
called  Paul  to  the  ministry,  as  well  as  to  the 
apostleship.  He  does  not  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  Paul's  call  to  the  apostleship  was  spe- 
cial, and  that  it  cannot,  at  this  day,  serve  as  a  prec- 
edent for  those  who  feel  impressed  to  preach, 
Paul,  however,  instructed  Timothy  to  commit  the 
Word  to  faithful  men,  who  would  be  able  to  teach 
others  also.  2  Tim.  2:  2.  From  this  we  may  learn 
that  the  churches  did  have  something  to  do  in  se 
letting  the  preachers  of  that  day.  Elsewhere  th( 
churches  are  instructed  concerning  the  kind  0! 
men  needed  for  the  eldership  and  for  deacons. 
This  is  additional  proof  in  support  of  the  fact  that 
the  churches  selected  their  own  officers.  Then 
f'ght  in  the  old  mother  church  at  Jerusalem,  only 
*hort  time  after  the  Day  of  Pentecost,  when  sevei 
faithful  men  were  needed  for  a  special  work,  th 
apostles  had  the  church  to  make  the  selection. 

While  we  believe  that  during  a  part  of  the  apos- 
tolic age  there  was  considerable  freedom  exercised 
"pon  the  part  of  some  of  the  laity  in  preaching  the 
G°spel,  still  it  must  be  evident  that  there  was 
some  system  about  it.  Those  of  the  laity,  who 
went  everywhere  preaching  the  Gospel,  both  men 
and  women,  we  presume,  did  not  pass  themselves 
ofl  as  preachers,  but  simply  as  the  disciples  of  Je- 
sus. They  did  their  talking,  and  probably  did  it 
Publicly  at  times,  where  there  were  no  churches  to 
se'ect  and  install  ministers.  In  this  way  the  Gos- 
pel doubtless  was  spread,  in  some  countries,  in  ad- 
vance of  the   regular   preachers.     In   this  way   it 


reached  Ethiopia  and  the  many  nations  represented 
among  the  converts  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost. 

1  an  early  day  there  were  similar  experiences 

among  our  people  in  this   country.     Brethren,   in 

some  instances,  talked  both   publicly  and  privately 

n   support  of  the  church  and  her  claims,  before 

they  were  elected  to  the  ministry.     While  it  was 

outside   of   the   usual  line  of  conduct,  it  was  not 

done  against  the  protest  of  wise  and  prudent  mem- 

srs,  nor  should  such  incidental  occurrences  serve 

s   an   excuse   for  men  preaching  in  communities 

here  there  are  well-organized   churches,  without 

being  duly  authorized  to  do  so. 

Some  of  these  irregularities  may  work  well 
enough  in  new  communities,  where  there  are.  no 
regular  preachers,  but  they  make  discord  in  regu- 
larly organized  churches.  Besides,  observation  has 
taught  us  that  the  man,  who  persists  in  preaching 
against  the  wishes  of  the  members  composing  the 
congregation  where  he  holds  his  membership,  is 
not,  as  a  rule,  a  suitable  man  for  the  ministry, 
One  who  cannot  impress  his  own  people  with  his 
fitness  for  the  sacred  calling  of  the  ministry,  may 
rest  assured  that  the  desire  to  preach  is  not  from 
the  Lord  in  the  sense  that  he  thinks. 

But  should  one  feel  impressed  that  he  ought  to 
give  his  life  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  by 
his  wise  Christian  conduct,  impress  the  members 
of  his  chuich  in  that  way,  so  that  they  will,  of  their 
own  free  will,  call  him  to  the  ministry,  then  he  may 
rest  assured  that  his  call  is  from  the  Lord. 

J.  H.  M. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

Probably  there  is  no  one  thing  in  Christendom 
that  is  doing  more  to  weaken  the  influence  of 
churches  than  that  of  secret  societies.  They  are 
sapping  the  very  life  out  of  the  churches,  and  it  is 
only  a  matter  of  time,  the  way  things  are  now  go- 
ing, when  the  societies  will  be  in  the  ascendency. 
The  Founder  of  Christianity  certainly  never  intend- 
ed that  semi-religious  institutions  should  be  en- 
couraged and  supported  by  his  people  in  the  man- 
ner that  secret  orders  are  now  endorsed  and  sus- 
tained by  professing  Christians. 

The  object  of  the  Christian  church  is  to  save  the 
souls  of  men  and  women,  and  elevate  humanity. 
To  accomplish  this  she  needs  the  united  talent,  in- 
fluence and  means  of  her  people.  When  one 
throws  his  influence  and  his  means  on  the  side  of  a 
secret  order,  he  is  weakening  his  church  just  that 
much.  He  withholds  just  that  amount  of  influence 
and  means  from  the  church.  He  deprives  the 
church  of  all  the  time  he  devotes  to  the  interest  of 
his  lodge.  If  he  is  a  gifted  man,  and  employs  his 
talents  for  the  benefit  of  the  lodge,  he  does  so  at 
the  expense  of  the  church. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  Christian  men  of  this 
land  are  doubtless  members  of  one  or  more  secret 
orders,  and  are  doing  much  more  for  the  support  of 
their  lodge  than  they  would  think  of  doing  for 
their  churches.  In  every  way  they  are  more  inter- 
ested in  their  societies  than  in  their  churches.  The 
greater  part  of  their  spare  time  and  money,  as  well 
as  their  talent  and  influence,  are  given  to  the  lodge 
instead  of  the  church.  No  church  can  possibly 
prosper  with  such  an  enormous  drain.  If  the 
churches  are  to  succeed,  they  must  have  the  united 
support  of  the  men  as  well  as  the  women.  They 
must  not  permit  their  forces  to  go  to  the  support 
of  a  rival,  and  the  sooner  they  see  this,  and  decide 
that  no  member  of  the  church  will  be  permitted  to 
hold  membership  in  a  secret  society,  the  sooner 
will  they  regain  the  power  which  they  now  feel 
that  they  have  lost. 

The  Brethren  church  has  acted  wisely  in  refusing 
to  encourage  any  of  the  outside  societies,  or  permit 
any  of  her  members  to  unite  with  them.  We  need 
the  talent,  influence,  time  and  means  of  our  own 


people  to  advance  the  work  entrusted  to  the  church 
of  God,  and  cannot  afford  to  have  any  of  our  forces 
used  in  support  of  institutions  that  are  neither 
Christian  nor  favorable  to  the  claims  of  pure  Chris- 
tianity. For  this,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  we 
are  decidedly  opposed  to  secret  societies  of  every 
grade  and  order.  ,.  H.  m. 

BIBLE  TERMS. 

By  Bible  Term  is  meant  a  term  of  school,  organ- 
ized and  held  annually  for  the  special  purpose  of 
studying  the  Bible  and  kindred  subjects.  These 
Bible  terms  have  been  held  for  a  number  of  years 
in  some  of  our  schools  and,  later,  in  all  of  them, 
the  length  of  the  term  having  been  from  two  to  four 
weeks.  They  have  been  held  in  connection  with 
our  schools,  because  of  the  greater  convenienc- 
es, better  teaching  facilities,  and  larger  number  of 
teachers;  also  because  the  character  of  the  work  is 
in  strict  harmony  with  the  object  for  which  the 
schools  of  the  Brotherhood  were  organized.  Then, 
too,  by  holding  them  in  connection  with  the 
schools,  those  attending  have  the  advantage  of  the 
literary  drill  of  the  school,  and  other  studies,  such 
as  sight-reading,  elocution,  music,  etc.  All  these 
are  essentials  that  have  an  important  bearing  on  Bi- 
ble study. 

The  object  of  these  Bible  Terms  is  to  afford  an 
opportunity  to  ministers,  Sunday-school  workers 
and  all  others  who  wish  to  pursue  a  course  in  Bible 
study,  and  yet  have  not  the  means  or  time  to  take 
the  regular  school  course.  Though  such  terms  do 
not  give  all  the  advantages  desired  on  the  part  of 
many,  yet  they  are  so  helpful  that  much  of  the 
needed  information  can  be  thus  obtained,  and  many 
of  our  churches  are  being  made  to  feel  that  it  pays 
them  well  to  send  their  ministers,  bearing  all  their 
expenses,  to  these  Bible  Terms.  It  greatly  increas- 
es their  power  for  doing  efficient  work  for  the  Mas- 
ter, and  gives  new  and  greater  inspiration  to  do 
the  work  unto  which  the  church  has  called  them. 
Many  of  our  churches  could  spend  a  small  sum  of 
money  to  no  better  purpose  than  to  send,  each 
year,  one  or  more  of  her  ministers  to  these  Bible 
Terms.  It  is  a  duty  that  the  church  owes  to  them, 
and  our  churches  should  take  pleasure  in  affording 
the  help  and  encouragement  needed.  As  a  result, 
the  ministers  will  have  more  zeal,  enlarged  possi- 
bilities, and  wield  a  more  potent  influence  in  the 
Christian  ministry. 

The  same  is  true  of  Bible  class  and  Sundays 
school  teachers.  The  more  a  man  has  of  anything, 
the  more  he  can  give  to  others.  This  is  especially 
true  of  Biblical  knowledge.  He  that  would  teach 
and  preach,  must  study  that  he  may  show  himself 
approved  of  God  and  men.  The  teachings  at  these 
Bible  Terms  are  intensely  Biblical  and  practical. 
The  whole  time  is  devoted  to  religious  work,  so 
that  four  weeks  spent  in  this  way  are  almost  equal 
to  a  whole  term  given  in  many  of  the  theological 
schools.  Indeed,  the  opportunities  thus  afforded 
are  very  special  and  should  be  taken  advantage  of 
by  all  who  can  possibly  do  so;  even  at  some  sacri- 
fice. Sacrifices,  made  to  become  more  efficient  in 
the  Lord's  work,  will  bring  a  rich  reward,— much 
more  so  than  when  made  for  worldly  purposes. 

The  time  for  holding  these  Bible  Terms  has  been 
made  a  subject  of  careful  study.  The  object  has 
been  to  select  the  most  suitable  for  the  greatest 
number,  both  as  to  home  duties  and  doing  church 
work,— such  as  holding  series  of  meetings,  etc.  In 
the  East  there  is  no  time  of  the  year  that  farmers 
and  laboring  men  generally  have  so  much  leisure  as 
during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  and 
there  is  no  time  so  unsuitable  for  doing  special 
church  work.  Because  of  this,  these  winter  months 
have  been  selected  as  being  the  most  suitable  time 
for  holding  our  Bible  Terms,  as  connected  with  our 
schools.  H>  B-  B* 
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•HOME  ♦  AND  ♦  FAMILY *— 


Oh,  but  the  summer  was  sweet! 

Oh,  but  the  summer  was  fair! 
Now  she  lies  dead  at  our  feet, 

And  the  wind  blows  cold  through  her  hair. 
Cover  her  bcautifui  face. 

Gray  clouds  of  the  autumn  sky! 
Homeless  leaves,  on  her  burying  place 

Gather,  and  softly  lie! 
Lie  till  the  crocus  flower 

Pushes  up  to  the  light, 
To  say  that  the  resurrection  hour 

Breaks  on  the  winter  night. 

— Mrs.  M.  /'.  A.  Crosici 


BY  J.  E.  BLUUGH. 


"A  froward  man  soweth  strife:  and  a  whisperer  separateth 
chief  friends."-  Prov   16:  28. 

Slander,  that  worst  of  poisons,  ever  finds  an  easy  entrance 
to  ignoble  minds.— Hervey. 

The  definition  of  slander  is,  "Utterance  of  false, 
malicious  and  defamatory  words,  tending  to  the 
damage  and  derogation  of  another;  detraction;  cal- 
umny." 

"There  is  nothing  which  wings  its  flight  so  swift- 
ly as  calumny;  nothing  which  is  uttered  with  more 
ease;  nothing  which  is  listened  to  with  more  readi- 
ness, or  dispersed  more  widely.  Slander  soaks  into 
the  mind  as  water  soaks  into  low  and  marshy 
places,  where  it  becomes  stagnant  and  offensive. 
Slander  is  like  the  weeds  which,  when  you  have  ex- 
tirpated them  in  one  place,  are  sprouting  vigorously 
in  another." 

The  tongue  of  slander  is  never  tired.  There  are 
many  who  are  ever  watching  and  listening  to  find 
something  that  they  can  talk  about.  Success  in 
business,  profession  or  trade,  or  honors  conferred, 
in  state  or  church,  upon  another,  puts  them  on  the 
watch  anew. 

It  is  astonishing  how  small  a  matter  will  start  a 
"slanderous  report!  How  often  is  the  honesty  and 
integrity  of  a  man  disposed  of  by  a  smile  or  a 
shrug!  How  many  good  and  generous  actions 
have  been  sunk  into  oblivion  by  a  distrustful  look, 
or  stamped  with  the  imputation  of  proceeding  from 
bad  motives  by  a  mysterious  and  seasonable  whis- 
per! A  mere  hint,  a  significant  look,  a  mysterious 
countenance,  directing  attention  to  a  particular  per- 
son, is  often  amply  sufficient  to  start  the  tougue  of 
slander.  And  when  once  started,  it  never  stops. 
It  goes  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  every  time  it  is 
told  it  looks  uglier,  yet  no  one  stops  to  reason  or 
inquire  into  the  truthfulness  of  the  report.  Mean- 
while the  victim  goes  about  his  business,  uncon- 
scious of  what  is  being  slanderously  spread  about 
him  over  the  community.  But  the  slanderer  has 
gained  his  object.  If  he  comes  to  one  who  is  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  report,  he  will  insist  on  its  be- 
ing just  as  might  have  been  expected.  Thus  the 
victim's  friends  desert  him,  one  by  one,  until,  finally, 
some  true  friend  ventures  to  break  the  news  to  him. 
But  what  is  to  be  done  now?  Explanations  avail 
but  little,  because  he  cannot  explain  to  all  who 
have  heard  and,  perhaps,  credited  the  report,  but 
"  when  any  man  speaks  ill  of  us  we  are  to  make  use 
of  it  as  a  caution,  without  troubling  ourselves  about 
the  calumny.  He  that  values  himself  upon  con- 
science,—not  opinion, — never  heeds  reproaches. 
When  ill  spoken  of,  take  it  thus:  If  you  have  not 
deserved  it,  you  are  none  the  worse;  if  you  have, 
then  amend  your  ways.  If  you  are  guilty,  it  is  a 
just  correction;  if  not  guilty,  it  is  a  fair  instruction; 
make  use  of  both." 

No  soul  of  high  estate  can  take  delight  in  slan- 
der. It  proves  that  somewhere  in  the  soul  there  is 
a  weakness, — a  waste,  evil  nature.  He  who  seeks 
to  bring  down  and  depreciate  his  superiors,  does 
not  elevate,  but  rather  sink  himself,  while  those 
whose  character  he  would  ruin,  are  benefited  rather 
than  injured  by  the  slander  of  one  so  base  as  he. 
"  He  who  indulges  in  slander  is  like  he  who  throws 
ashes  to  the  windward,  which  come  back  to  the 


same  place  and  cover  him  all  over."  There  is  some- 
thing unsound  about  the  man  who  never  says  any- 
thing good  about  any  one,  but  who  can  say  much 
of  evil  of  nearly  all  he  is  acquainted  with.  Never 
speak  evil  of  another,  even  with  a  cause. 

Paul,  to  the  Ephesians,  warns  against  evil  speak- 
ing, Eph  4:  31,  and  to  Timothy  he  says  that  "dea- 
cons' wives  must  not  be  slanderers."  1  Tim.  3:  it. 
Moses,  David,  Solomon,  Jeremiah,  Jesus,  Paul,— all 
labored  against  slander,  whispering,  tale-bearing, 
backbiting. 

Deal  tenderly  with  the  absent.  Say  nothing  to 
inflict  a  wound  on  their  reputation.  Evil  reports 
are  often  the  result  of  misunderstandings  or  evil 
designs  or  they  proceed  from  an  exaggerated  or 
partial  disclosure  of  facts.  Wait  and  learn  the 
whole  story  before  you  decide!  Then  believe  what 
the  evidence  compels  you  to,  and  no  more.  But 
even  then,  do  not  spread  it  unless  it  be  a  greater 
hurt  to  others  to  conceal  it.  Remember,  a  word 
once  spoken  can  never  be  recalled;  therefore  it  is 
prudent  to  think  twice  before  you  speak,  especially 
when  ill  is  the  burden  of  our  talk. 

Give  no  heed  to  an  infamous  story,  handed  you 
by  a  person  who  is  known  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 
one  he  is  defaming;  neither  condemn  your  neighbor 
unheard,  fur  there  are  always  two  sides  to  a  story. 
Believe  half  of  what  you  hear,  and  report  half  of 
what  you  believe. 

"On  many  a  mind  and  many  a  heart  there  are 
sad  insciiptions  deeply  engraved  by  the  tongue  of 
slander,  which  no  effort  can  erase.  They  are  more 
durable  than  the  impression  of  the  diamond  on  the 
glass,  for  the  inscription  on  the  glass  may  be  de- 
stroyed by  a  blow,  but  the  impression  on  the  heart 
will  last  forever." 

"  Let  not  the  sting  of  calumny  sink  too  deeply  in 
your  soul.  He  who  is  never  subject  to  slander  is 
generally  of  too  little  mental  account  to  be  worthy 
of  it.  Remember  that  it  is  always  the  best  fruits 
that  birds  pick  at,  that  wasps  light  on  the  finest 
flowers,  and  that  slanderers  are  like  flies,  that  over- 
look all  a  man's  good  parts,  in  order  to  light  upon 
his  sores.  Know  that  slander  is  not  long-lived, 
provided  that  your  conduct  does  not  justify  it;  and 
that  truth,  the  child  of  time,  ere  long  will  appear  to 
vindicate  thee." 

Manassas,  Va. 

PREACHING  ONE  THING,  PRACTICING  ANOTHER. 


you  give  them  the  love  of  fashion,  instill  into  their 
minds  worldly  pride,  adorning  their  bodies  in  that 
which  you  would  blush  to  wear  yourself,  forgetting 
the  jewel  which  the  casket  holds,  is  it  any  wonder 
that,  when  they  grow  older,  they  wander  away 
from  the  church  and  her  people? 

Do  you  see  that  pious  mother,  who,  during  the 
week,  reads  the  Word  of  God,  which  condemns  the 
sinful  pleasures  of  the  world,  on  Sunday  morning 
ig  to  the  house  of  God,  attired  as  becomes  one 
of  Christ's  disciples?  We  say  the  sermon  was 
good,— so  far, — but  let  us  look  a  little  farther 
There  stands  her  little  daughter,  dressed  in  the 
most  fashionable  way.  We  fear  she  has  driven 
from  her  mind  all  thought  of  the  lesson  she  taught 
the  previous  week. 

Oh  mother,  does  not  this  tell  wherein  you  have 
failed;  are  you  not  training  for  the  world  that  mind 
which  could  so  easily  be  taught  to  love  and  obey 
the  Master  while  young?    The  Good   Book  says. 
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"  So  let  our  lips  and  lives  express 
The  holy  Gospel  we  profess." 
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LEAD  US  NOT  INTO  TEMPTATION. 

BY  JENNIE  CALHOUN  BAKER. 

"  '  Gainst  the  old  adversary  prove  Thou  not 
Our  virtue  easily  subdued;  but  free 
From  bis  incitements  and  defeat  his  wiles." 

the  entire  yielding  of  self  into  God's  hands 
1  wholly  insure  our  eternal  safety.  In  ask- 
tir  Father"  not  to  lead  us  into  temptation, 
n  no  lack  of  fa'ith  in.  his  power,  but  simply 
acknowledge  our  weakness.  '  Tis  a  cry  much  \jAe 
that  uttered  by  a  child  before  crossing  a  stream  of 
water:  "O  papa!  I'm  afraid."  But  the  answer 
comes,  "We  must  cross,  child;  I  will  hold  you;  no 
harm  shall  befall  you."  Temptations  must  come, 
but  if 
lead  us 


e  only  of  God's  children,  "  God  will 
'ill  guide  us,  he  will  keep  us  from  all 


How  quickly  the  old  saying  comes  to  my  mind, 
"  Practice  what  you  preach,"— a  maxim  which  it  is 
our  duty  to  follow;  not  only  the  ordained  ministers 
of  God's  Gospul,  but  every  professed  follower  of 
Christ,  for  are  we  not  all  preachers?  Is  not  our 
life  a  book  of  sermons? 

If  we  wish  our  life  to  be  a  benefit  to  the  world 
and  our  labor  not  in  vain,  we  must  preach,  and  not 
only  preach,  but  practice  the  full  Gospel  of  Christ, 
for  our  every  word,  deed  and  action  will  add  a 
thought  to  the  sermon,  which  will  either  help  or 
hinder  some  soul. 

We  may  preach,  Sunday  after  Sunday,  day  after 
day,  Christ  crucified  and  his  saving  grace,  yet  if 
there  is  not  back  of  this  a  godly  life  and  the  sin- 
cere practice  of  God's  Holy  Word,  the  preaching 
will  only  descend  in  punishment  upon  our  own 
heads. 

Brothers  and  sisters,  let  us  watch  well  our  ways, 
lest  our  sermons  only  be  a  stumbling-block  to  the 
unconverted,  but,  worst  of  all,  let  us  think  what  a 
result  these  unpracticed  sermons,  may  have  on 
those  young  minds  who  are  just  learning  the  ways 
of  God,  who  are  watching  and  criticizing  all  our 
movements.  Is  the  religion  you  preach  and  prac- 
tice good  enough  for  them?  Let  them  know  it. 
If  it  is  wrong  for  us  to  wear  gold,  we  should  tell 
them  so.  Is  it  right  that  we  should  preach  against 
the  wearing  of  gold  and  costly  apparel,  and  then 
put  it  on  some  one  else,  who  is  not  in  the  least  re- 
sponsible for  its  action? 

Is  it  right  that  you  should  teach  innocent  minds 
the  love  of  the  world  and  its  ungodly  fashions?    If 


The  danger  lies  in  our  not  wanting  to  be  led. 
We  need  to  make  specially  emphatic  in  our  prayer, 
"  Lead  us."  God's  Word  is  full  of  precious  prom- 
ises to  those  who  are  willing  to  accept  God's  guid- 
ance. There  are  many  happy  exultations  from 
those  who  have  been  under  his  care:  "The  Lord  is 
my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want.  He  maketh  me  to 
lie  down  in  green  pastures;  he  Icadeth  me  beside  the 
still  waters.  ...  He  leadctlt  me  in  the  paths  of 
righteousness." 

David  sings  thus  from  the  fullness  of  his  heart. 
O  faint-hearted  and  weary  one,  place  but  your  hand 
in  God's,  and  he  will  lead  to  the  "Rock  that  is 
higher  than  I."  It  is  possibly  this  entire  giving  up 
of  one's  self  that  the  young  find  most  difficult  when 
entering  upon  a  Christian  life.  We  so  like  to  plan 
and  we  so  often  leave  God  out  of  our  plans.  If  we 
would  but  give  ourselves  up  wholly  to  God's  lead- 
ing, and  then  do  each  duty  that  came  in  our  way, 
all  our  lives  would  be  successful  in  the  grandest 
sense  of  the  word.  Our  lives  would  never  run  con- 
trary to  other  lives,  to  hinder  nor  destroy,  for  each 
would  find  the  place  God  had  purposed  for  him 
from  his  creation,  and  he  would  be  like  a  fixed  star, 
nor  ever  be  removed  from  one  set  purpose,  which  is 
to  do  his  Master's  will. 

"  Mean  though  I  am,  not  wholly  so, 
Since  quickened  by  thy  breath; 
O  lead  me  wheresoe'er  I  go, 
Through  this  day's  life  or  death." 

If  our  hands  are  held  by  God,  there  is  but  one 
way  in  which  we  can  go,— the  way  of  holiness,— the 
end  of  which  is  life  everlasting.  If  we  will  to  walk 
in  other  paths,  our  hands  are  let  go,  and  we  are  no 
longer  led  by  God,  but  find  our  feet  in  slippeO' 
paths  which  lead  to  destruction  and  death.    'Tis 
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that  our  free  wills  come  in.    We  are  either 
choosers  or  refusers  of  God's  help. 

When  we  start  on  a  journey,  we  procure  a  map 
and  note  carefully  the  different  routes  by  which  we 
may  reach  the  end  of  our  journey.  Into  our  calcu- 
lations, in  choosing  a  way,  enter  distance,  cost, 
convenience,  sights  along  the  way,  and  above  all 
other  things— safety.  Each  child,  as  it  enters  into 
life,  starts  on  a  journey.  The  end  of  this  journey  is 
death;  or  death  is  rather  the  gate-way  by  which  we 
enter  into  the  city  to  which  we  have  journeyed. 
We  have  only  one  map  to  guide  us  in  our  selection 
of  a  route  for  this  great  journey.  This  map  is  the 
Bible. 

On  this  map,  at  the  end  of  the  road  of  life,  we 
find  marked  two  cities,  New  Jerusalem  and  the  City 
of  Destruction.  These  cities  are  so  near  together 
that  the  one  gate-way,— death,— leads  to  both;  but 
yet  there  is  a  great  gulf  between,  so  that  no  man 
can  pass  from  one  city  to  the  other. 

As  to  which  city  we  shall  land  in  depends  on  the 
road  we  take.  Christ  is  the  Conductor  on  the  train 
that  leads  to  the  New  Jerusalem;  Apollyon,  of  the 
one  that  leads  to  the  City  of  Destruction. 

Let  us  see  what  we  may  of  the  way  to  the  New 
Jerusalem:  As  to  company,  "Thou  art  near,  O 
Lord;"  as  to  cost,  a  reward,  "life  everlasting;"  as 
to  conveniences,  "  God  a  continual  helper,"  "Thou 
art  my  help  in  time  of  trouble;"  as  to  scenery, 
"Wisdom's  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all 
her  paths  are  peace,"  beside  "still  waters,"  "ii 
green  pastures;"  safety,  "Rough  ways  shall  b 
made  smooth,"  "  Blessed  is  every  one  that  fearetl 
the  Lord;  that  walketh  in  his  ways.  The  Lord 
shall  bless  thee  out  of  Zion  and  thou  shalt  see  the 
good  of  Jerusalem;"  in  ways  of  peace,  "Thou  shalt 
take  thy  rest  in  safety,"  "  I  will  set  him  in  safety," 
"Thou  shalt  lie  down  in  safety." 

What  of  the  way  to  the  City  of  Destruction?     Of 
the  distance  we   learn:   "The   triumphing   of   thi 
wicked   is  short."     The  cost  of  traveling  on  this 
road   is  eternal   destruction.     As  to   conveniei 
''you   have   the  company  of  drunkards,   murderers, 
thieves,  and  all  others,  "  who  love  darkness  rath' 
than  light,"  along  with  Satan,  to  help  you  on  yoi 
downward  course.     For  sights  along  the  way,  you 
have  houses  of  ill-repute,  saloons,   gambling-dens, 
and  war  with  all  its  attendant  horrors.    What  of 
the  safety  of  this  way,  do  you  say?     Listen  to  what 
the  Guide  Book  says:   "  For  when  they  shall  say, 
Peace  and  safety,  then  sudden  destruction  cometh 
Which  of  these  ways  do  you  choose?     Let  us  ci 
aloud  without  ceasing,  "  Lord,  lead  us  in  thy  paths 
for  thy  great  name's  sake!  " 

"Lead  us  not  into  temptation,"  without  doubt 
means,  "  Lead  us  not  into  the  way  of  temptation." 
Asking  this  of  "  Our  Father,"  is  owning  our  weak- 
ness and  inability  to  meet  with  and  overcome 
temptations.     Believing,  however,  though 

"  Tempted  and  tried! 

There  is  One  at  our  side, 
And  never  in  vain  shall  His  children  confide! 

He  shall  save  and  defend. 

For  He  loves  to  the  end, 
Adorable  Master  and  glorious  Friend!  " 

We  shall  be  satisfied  believing  this. 

The  weakness  of  humanity  is  proverbial.  Not 
alone  of  Reuben  could  it  be  said:  "Unstable  as 
water,  thou  shalt  not  excel." 

A  temptation  is  an  enticement  to  do  evil.  So 
'°ng  as  there  is  no  desire  in  our  minds  to  do  or  to 
possess  certain  things,  so  long  they  are  not  tempta- 
tions to  us.  What  would  tempt  one  man  from  right- 
doing,  would  be  wholly  distasteful  to  another,  and 
so  no  temptation.  Owning  our  liability  to  fall 
when  tempted,  our  only  safety  lies  in  getting  into 
such  a  state  or  condition  that  evils  have  no  power 
to  tempt  us.  To  enter  into  this  blessed  state,  we 
have  only  "to  become  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Je- 
sus." Were  all  men  to  enter  this  covenant,  tempta- 
"ons  would  almost  cease  to  be. 

Among  the  many  evils  surrounding  mankind  at 
'he  present  time,  none  seems  to  have  a  more  power- 
ful hold  than  the  desire  for  strong  drink.  Satan 
has  his  emissaries  in  almost  every  city,  town  and 
v,"age  of  this  broad  land  of  ours.    The  doors  of 


the  saloons  stand  invitingly  open,  while  the  bar- 
tender smiles  to  the  passers-by:  "Whoso  is  simple, 
let  him  turn  in  thither,"  and  alas!  too  many  are 
willing. 

An  inordinate  love  of  money,  too,  has  taken  a 
strong  hold  on  our  American  people,  and  many  are 
tempted  to  wrong-doing  through  greed  of  gain. 
Few,  indeed,  are  there  to  whom  there  are  no 
nger  any  temptations.  For  most  of  us  tempta- 
tions are  thick  on  every  side.  We  can  only  pass 
through  with  fear  and  trembling,  with  a  prayer  on 
our  lips  that  we  may  be  found  with  those  "  which 
came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb." 

We  cannot  understand  why  we  are  tempted  un- 
less it  be  to  strengthen  us.  God  has  seen  fit,  in  his 
boundless  wisdom,  to  place  the  whole  mass  of  hu- 
manity in  a  furnace,  and  thus  to  separate  the  dross 
from  the  gold.  "  The  fining  pot  is  for  silver,  the 
furnace  is  for  gold,  but  the  Lord  trieth  the  hearts 
of  men."  When  temptations,  trials  and  afflictions 
thicken  about  us,  let  these  words  prove  our  com- 
fort: "I  have  chosen  thee  in  a  furnace  of  affliction." 
Believing  that  God  sent  his  only  begotten  Son 
into  the  world,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life,  we 
must  also  believe  that  Christ  was  tempted  like  as 
we  are.  Few,  if  any,  were  ever  tempted  as  was 
Christ  on  the  mount,  after  fasting  forty  days  and 
forty  nights.  Why,  then,  should  we  murmur  or  re- 
pine at  temptations  and  trials,  when  the  One,  who 
was  without  spot  and  blemish,  was  tried  more  for 
our  sakes  than  we  shall  ever  be.  How  comforting 
the  words  of  the  apostle:  "That  the  trial  of  your 
faith  being  much  more  precious  than  of  gold  that 
perisheth,  though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  might  be 
found  unto  praise  and  honor  and  glory  at  the  ap- 
pearing of  Jesus  Christ." 

Being  fully  aware  of  our  weakness,  and  knowing 
that  temptations  must  come,  our  only  safety  is  in 
"the  Lord,  who  is  good;  a  stronghold  in  the  day  of 
trouble;  and  he  knoweth  them  that  trust  in  him." 
"  A  mighty  fortress  is  our  God, 
A  bulwark  never  failing: 
Our  helper  He  amid  the  flood 
Of  mortal  ills  prevailing. 


For 
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Doth  seek  to  work  us  woe; 
His  craft  and  power  are  great, 
And  armed  with  equal  hate. 
On  earth  is  not  his  equal." 

Everett,  Pa. 
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[^"Church  News  solicited  ior  this  Department.  It  you  have  had  a  good 
meeting,  send  a  report  of  It.  so  that  others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
give  name  of  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
as  brief  as  possible.  Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 
department.    Our  advertising  columns  afford  ample  room  lor  that  purpose. 

From  VIrden,  III. 

The  church  at  Pleasant  Hill  convened  in  council 
Oct.  17,  when  the  annual  visit  was  reported,  show- 
ing a  commendable  degree  of  love  and  union  pre- 
vailing. Steps  were  taken  for  another  Bible  school 
in  the  near  future,  and  it  was  also  decided  to  extend 
the  appointments  for  preaching.  Due  preparations 
were  made  for  the  Communion,  which  occurred  Oct. 
23,  with  a  large  number  in  attendance,  and  good  or- 
ler  observed  during  the  exercises.  Members  from 
jdjoining  churches  added  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  occasion.  Our  evangelist,  Daniel  Wysong,  offi- 
ciated at  this  feast,  and  began,  as  contemplated,  a 
series  of  meetings  on  the  following  evening.  He 
continued  till  Nov.  15,  with  one  accession  by  bap- 
1,  and  one  brother  restored  since.  The  attend- 
e  and  interest  were  fairly  good,  considering  the 
prevalence  of  diphtheria.  The  meetings  closed 
1  a  full  house,  and  the  membership  has  been  en- 
couraged to  strive  for  more  spirituality  in  life  and 
:haracter. 

Nov.  20  the  church  met  in  regular  council,  with 
Eld.  M.  J.  McClure  presiding.  Besides  the  usual 
work  we  held  an  election  of  two  brethren  to  the  of- 
of  deacon,  the  lot  falling  on  brethren  S.  S.  Bru- 


baker  and  Frank  Snell.  We  also  advanced  Bro.  I. 
J.  Harshbarger  to  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry 
and  ordained  Bro.  J.  H.  Brubakerto  the  eldership. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  a  course  of  doctrinal 
sermons  by  Bro.  M.  J.  McClure,  in  the  near  future. 
James  Wirt. 

From  the  Carthage  Church,  Mo. 

After  making  the  annual  visit  and  finding  all  in 
proper  order,  we  held  our  love  feast  Oct.  20,  with  a 
good  attendance  and  the  best  of  order.  All  the 
room  not  occupied  by  the  tables  was  filled  with 
spectators  earnestly  looking  on.  No  doubt  the  ex- 
ercises made  a  lasting  impression  on  their  hearts,  as 
they  saw  the  love  manifested  at  our  feast.  We  saw 
ladies  looking  on  who  were  shedding  tears  while 
the  brethren  were  talking  on  the  ordinances  of 
God's  house.  We  hope  before  another  year  rolls 
around  many  more  in  this  city  may  turn  in  with  of- 
fered mercy,  before  it  is  too  late. 

We  had  an  able  body  of  missionary  brethren. 
Bro.  William  Harvey,  from  the  Dry  Fork  church, 
officiated.  Brethren  Christian  Holderman,  T.  A. 
Robinson,  I.  L.  Harader,  Henry*  Sunderland  and 
John  K,  Shively  were  with  us.  Bro.  Wm.  Harvey 
stayed  with  us  and  preached  each  evening  for  about 
ten  days,  but  the  rainy  weather  and  the  unsettled 
political  situation  were  against  us  and  decreased 
our  attendance.  We  believe,  however,  that  there 
were  lasting  impressions  made,  that  will  be  as  bread 
cast  upon  the  waters,  to  be  gathered  not  many  days 
hence.  May  the  Lord  help  sinners  to  return  while 
it  is  called  to-day!  Noah  Oren. 

Nov.  20. 

From  the  Pleasant  Run  Church,  Va. 

We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  a  series  of 
meetings,  conducted  by  Bro,  J.  A.  Dove,  of  Clover- 
dale,  Va.  He  began  preaching  on  the  evening  of 
Oct.  26,  and  continued  until  Nov.  8.  Bro.  Dove  la- 
bored earnestly,  and  as  an  immediate  result  seven 
dear  souls  were  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
We  believe  that  others  were  seriously  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  making  the  good  choice. 
Our  dear  brethren  and  sisters  were  greatly  encour- 
aged to  press  on  in  the  good  work  already  begun. 
Our  meetings  were  well  attended,  considering  the 
surroundings.  The  United  Brethren  had  a  revival 
in  progress  during  the  entire  meeting,  within  sever- 
al hundred  yards  of  our  church.  The  best  of  order 
prevailed  during  the  meeting.  May  the  good  work 
ever  continue!  A.  B.  Miller. 

Rockingham,  Va.,  Nov.  23. 


The  Baltimore  Mission. 


While  visiting  my  father,  at  the  hospital  in  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  I  had  a  long-desired  privilege  granted 
me, — that  of  seeing  a  mission  of  the  slums  in  one  of 
our  large  cities. 

At  Locust  Point, — one  of  the  most  disreputable 
localities  in  the  city,  thickly  populated,  —  with 
churches  few  indeed,— Bro.  James  Quinlan  opened 
a  mission  in  one  of  its  worst  sections  about  a  year 
ago,— the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  our  Brotherhood. 
The  hall  which  is  used  for  the  meetings  is  small, 
but  plainly  and  comfortably  furnished,  and  is 
opened  every  day  in  the  week,  religious  services  be- 
ing held  every  evening.  To  these  services  men  and 
women,  boys  and  girls  of  all  classes,  are 
the  seamen,  emigrants  who  land  at  thi: 
poor  and  miserable, — all  are  invited.  B 
with  a  few  helpers,— several  sisters  fron 


1  Point,  the 
ro.  Quinlan, 
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bury  church,  and  Bro.  J.  J.  Ellis,— conduct  these 
meetings. 

As  we  walked  into  the  hall,  which  was  warm  and 
cheerful,  papers,  periodicals  and  books  arranged  at 
the  one  side,  we  saw  most  of  the  seats  occupied  by 
rough-looking  men  and  boys,  with. here  and  there  a 
few  women  and  girls.  Then  we  realized  we  were, 
indeed,  where  a  noble,  Christian  work  needs  to  be 
done  and  is  being  done  for  the  Master. 

And  why,  if  this  is  so  good  a  work,  as  surely  it  is, 
has  not  the  Brethren  church  missions  of  this  kind 
in  every  city?     Because  there  have  been  failures  in 


;8o 


THJEl    Ca-OSE'JEXj    J!A£!SSEiasrC3-£lK/. 


December  5, 


such  work  is  no  reason  for  lack  of  endeavor  in  that 
line  now  or  in  the  future.  Because  city  missions 
must  be  supported  to  be  successful,  and  many  nec- 
essary expenses  are  connected  with  them  which  are 
not  incident  to  such  efforts  in  the  country,  there  are 
no  good  reasons  for  refusing  to  take  up  the  work 
oui  Savior  meant  us  to  do.  For  our  example  we 
have  the  primitive  Christian  workers  who  were 
taught  by  Christ,  "Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all 
nations,"  "  beginning  at  Jerusalem." 

The  fruits  of  these  missions  ought  not  to  be 
judged  by  present  results.  Sailors  and  other  men, 
though  having  attended  these  meetings  but  once, 
may  be  cheered  and  made  happier  by  the  welcome 
they  receive  in  this  warm  hall  these  cold,  wintry 
nights.  Hearing  and  joining  in  sacred  songs,  their 
hearts  become  tender  and  anxious  for  the  blessed 
and  soul-saving  words  of  Jesus,  which  are  made 
known  to  them.  Only  God  can  know  the  result  of 
these  Christ-like  efforts. 

The  services  of  the  evening  which  I  attended 
were  opened  by  Bro.  Ellis.  After  singing,  reading 
of  Scripture  and  prayer  he  gave  a  plain,  earnest, 
practical  talk.  Bro.  Quinlan  added  a  few  thoughts 
which  showed  His  intense  interest  in  the  work,  and 
love  for  the  unfortunate  and  sinners.  This  closed 
the  meeting. 

All  were  not  as  reverential  as  in  our  home  gath- 
erings. Some  of  the  boys,  uttering  rude,  slangy  ex- 
pressions, noisily  left  the  hall  and  tried,  by  their 
confusion  outside  the  door,  to  disturb  the  services. 
When  the  mission  was  first  opened  it  was  necessary 
for  an  officer  to  be  at  the  door  while  the  meeting 
was  going  on,  but  such  has  been  the  result  of  the 
noble  enterprise  that  the  official  has  been  dispensed 
with,  and  the  neighborhood  is  noticeably  improved. 

The  expenses  of  tfils  mission  have  been  largely 
borne  by  Bro.  Quinlan,  with  but  few  to  help. 

Fellow-Christians,  have  we  helped  bear  this  bur- 
den, shared  this  privilege,  as  we  should?  Can  we 
not,  will  we  not,  resolve  that  now,  and  in  the  future, 
we  will  work  more,  give  more  for  the  noble  and 
grand  work  of  missions,  and  thus  do  our  Savior's 
will? 

"  I  gave  my  life  for  thee: 
What  hast  thou  given  for  Me?" 

May  Oller. 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Nov.  20. 


Final  Report  of  Sunday  School  Committee  Appointed  by 
Annual  Meeting,  at  Decatur,  III.,  1895. 

After  having  sent  out  question  blanks  to  as 
many  churches  as  could  be  reached,  and  after  urg- 
ing the  Brethren,  through  the  Messenger,  to  give 
the  matter  their  attention,  the  Committee  has 
thought  it  time  to  give  its  final  report.  No  reports 
have  been  received  for  some  time,  and  so  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  all  who  intended  to  make  reports  have 
done  so. 

Onby  about  four-fifths  of  the  congregations  were 
reached,  and  not  more  than  one-half  of  these  re- 
turned their  blanks,  giving  the  information  desired. 
Bro.  J.  M.  Keagy's  reports  were  lost  in  the  mail;  so 
the  statistics  are  not  at  all  complete,  comprising 
less  than  two-fifths  of  the  Brotherhood.  This  will 
make  the  report  unsatisfactory  to  a  certain  extent. 
But  the  Committee  feels  that  the  future  of  the 
Sunday  school,  not  its  past,  in  the  church  is  what 
should  give  us  most  concern.  The  question  is  not 
so  much  what  we  have  done  as  what  we  are  going 
to  do. 

The  following  has  been  made  out  from  the  papers 
received  by  the  Committee: 

About  one-half  of  the  Sunday  schools  reporting 
continue  throughout  the  year. 

Very  few  sisters  act  as  superintendents. 

The  Brethren's  Quarterly  is  in  pretty  general  use, 
only  a  few  using  other  literature  than  that  pre- 
pared by  the  Brethren. 

Most  of  the  schools  use  the  Brethren's  Sunday 
School  Song  Book  and  the  Hymnal;  occasionally 
one  uses  Gospel  Hymns,  Psalms  and  Hymns,  etc. 

The  officers  and  teachers  are  about  all  members 
of   the   church;  a   few  teachers  are  not  member 
Generally  the  treasurer  and  secretary  are  the  on 
not  members. 


The  amount  contributed  for  missionary  purposes 
is  comparatively  small. 

The  number  of  Sunday  school  scholars  joining 
the  church  gives  reason  for  encouragement  and 
makes  the  future  look  hopeful. 

The  needs  are  almost  too  numerous  to  mention. 
From  the  reports  the  Committee  gathers  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Churchhouse  and  more  zeal  on  part  of  members, 
more  consecrated  teachers,  consecrated  workers, 
more  consecrated  efforts  and  less  indifference, 
faithful  workers,  full  corps  of  live  officers,  consecra- 
tion, more  earnest  working,  better  attendance  on 
the  part  of  both  old  and  young,  a  good  convention 
to  talk  up  the  work,  plenty  of  good,  intelligent 
workers,  members  who  are  alive  to  the  cause,  more 
piety  and  self-sacrifice,  better  knowledge  of  the 
Bible,  cheaper  literature  and  more  of  it,  original 
and  cheaper  quarterlies,  prompt  attendance  of  offi- 
cers and  teachers,  appoint  an  experienced  Sunday 
school  worker  to  visit  each  school  twice  a  year, 
support  and  encouragement  of  church,  systematic 
way  of  business,  more  Sunday  school  spirit  in  the 
heart,  good  officers  above  everything,  evergreen 
classes  suited  to  all,  lesson  helps,  blackboard,  gen- 
eral Sunday  school  committee,  strong  support  from 
the  church,  more  spirituality. 

Signed  by  the  Committee:  I.  B.  Trout, 
C.  E.  Arnold,  Grant  Mahan, 
J.  B.  Brumbaugh,  J.  M.  Keagy. 


An  Enjoyable  Visit. 


The  General  Mission  Board  meeting  in  Eliza- 
bcthtown,  Pa  ,  Sept.  28,  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
visit  some  of  the  churches  in  the  Eastern  District 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  I  frequently  visited  in  my 
youthful  days.  Here  were  my  eaily  associations 
with  the  church,  and  first  experience  in  the  minis- 
try. 

1  was  present  at  six  Communion  meetings,  one 
at  each  of  the  following  places:  Chiques,  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Lower  Cumberland;  Little  York 
City,  Lebanon  County;  Manheim,  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty; Spring  Creek,  Dauphin  County  (I  think),  be- 
s  a  number  of  regular  appointments,  four  of 
ch  were  in  Lancaster  City.  Here  it  was  clearly 
proven  that  our  Gospel  principles,  especially  of 
-conformity,  can  be  carried  out  in  the  city  as 
as  in  the  country.  Proper  teaching  and 
church  discipline  is  all  that  is  required.  The  sis- 
ters,—young  or  old,  married  or  single,— have  the 
"power  on  their  head  daily  because  of  the  angels." 
I  Cor.  II;  10.  When  there  is  help  needed  among 
the  wealthy  of  our  city,  our  young  sisters  are  in- 
quired for,  because  of  their  profession,  neatness, 
and  cleanliness,— and  more,  perhaps,  because  of 
their  meek  and  quiet  spirit.  They  are  no  street 
gossipers,  but  do  their  duty  as  unto  God,  as  well  as 
their  employers. 

One   feature,   however,  is  noticeable,   which  af- 
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together,  and  where 
in  the  same  vicinity,  and  know  each  other's  habit's 
and  customs.  The  Western  churches  are  small  in 
membership,  somewhat  scattered,  and  composed  of 
nearly  every  nation  under  heaven.  A  good  many 
of  them  had  "  Babylonish  training,"  hence  the 
school  of  Christ  must  educate,  in  order  to  remove 
erroneous  teaching.  That  takes  perseverance  and 
patience.  Where  the  wheat  stands  thin,  the  ene- 
my has  a  good  opportun  ty  to  sow  tares,  therefore 
much  hard  work  is  required,— watching,  praying, 
preaching. 

I  wish  our  eastern  brethren  could  all  realize  the 
extent  of  the  field  that  is  yet  uncultivated.  I 
think  they  would  try  to  encourage  some  of  their 
unoccupied  talent  to  come  and  help,  but  this  is 
like  some  other  things,— it  must  be  seen  to  be  ful- 
ly realized.  I  never  could  comprehend  this  fully 
till  I  came  out  to  the  Great  West.     Come  and  see! 

Booth,  Kans.  Enoch  Eby. 


Special  Notice. 

The  District  Mission  Board  of  Oklahoma  and 
Indian  Territory  met  at  the  Paradise  Prairie 
church,  Nov.  7,  to  transact  such  business  as  came 
before  the  meeting.  This  is  to  inform  all  isolated 
members  in  the  District  to  correspond  with  the 
undersigned.  Isaac  Metzler,  Sec 

Clarkson,  Okla. 


From  Northwestern  Nebraska. 

Since  Nov.  13  we  have  been  laboring  with  a  little 
band  of  God's  isolated  children  in  Sheridan  Coun- 
ty. One  dear  soul  has  put  on  Christ.  We  are  en- 
joying a  balmy  breeze  from  the  highest  point  in 
the  State  which  is  nearly  four  thousand  feet  above 
sea  level. 

Within  twenty  miles  north  of  us  we  have  the 
"  Pine  Ridge  Agency."  The  Indians  are  seen  by 
the  scores,  going  to  and  from  Rushville,  at  which 
point  their  provisions  are  located.  There  are 
about  eight  thousand  in  this  agency.  It  was  here 
where  the  Indian  war  was  some  six  years  ago. 
Owing  to  the  severe  cold  weather  we  did  not  visit 
the  agency,  which  we  regret  very  much. 

On  the  East  and  South  we  are  surrounded  by 
great  sand-hills  and  on  the  West  by  the  Black 
Hills.  The  Brethren  here  are  greatly  in  need  of  a 
resident  minister.  It  is  here  where  Eld.  Bear  la- 
bored, but  he  has  passed  away. 

Without  a  doubt  there  could  be  a  strong  church 
built  up  here.  Some  good,  earnest  worker  would 
do  well  to  locate  here  in  this  fertile  Rush  Valley. 
Nov.  24th  we  begin  meetings  at  Pierce,  where  there 
are  a  few  members.  C.  B.  Smith. 

Nov.  21. 


bapti: 


h.  Ids 


V 


From  Brock's  Gap,  Va. 

Oct.  iS.  our  dearly  beloved  brothe 

gler,  came  to  us  and  began  a  series 

eaching,    in    all,   twenty    soul-revivi 

velve  dear  souls  were  buried  with  C 

Many  more  are  halting  between  ttf 
Nov.  6  our  brother  left  us  for  other 
abor.  The  harvest  of  the  Lord  is  fully 
ripe;  let  us  labor  "  while  it  is  day:  for  the  night 
cometh  wherein  no  one  can  work." 

We  held  our  love  feast  Oct.  24.  It  was  a  very 
pleasant  one.  Ministerial  aid  from  abroad  were 
brethren  John  P.  -Zigler,  D.  H.  Zigler,  A.  Yankee, 
S.  May  and  J.  S.  Kline.  Oct.  10, — the  day  prepar- 
atory to  our  feast, — one  dear  soul  was  baptized; 
one  was  also  received  by  letter  on  the  day  of  tbe 
feast.  Inside  of  one  year's  time  twenty-six  souls 
have  been  added  to  this  church.  Sept.  27  we 
closed  our  Sunday  school  for  the  winter  season. 
The  Lord  willing  we  expect  to  open  next  spring 
again.  Several  of  our  Sunday  school  scholars  were 
among  those  baptized.  Sallie  R.  Turner. 

Hoover,  Va.,  Nov.  24. 


From  the  Southern  District  of  Iowa. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  our  late  District 
Meeting,  to  visit  the  Middle  River  congregation, 
met  with  that  church  in  their  commodious  meeting- 
house, on  Saturday,  Nov.  21.  Eld.  D.  Wolfe  was 
the  foreman.  All  business  was  adjusted  seemingly 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  The  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  unanimously  accepted.  We  want  to 
say,  that  nowhere  in  church  work  have  we  seen 
more  of  the  spirit  of  the  Master  manifested  than 
with  the  loved  members  of  the  Middle  Creek 
church,  and  we  pray  that  God's  blessings  may  rest 
on,  and  abide  with  them.  Bro.  S.  F.  Miller  is  their 
minister,  and  is  still  very  active  for  one  of  his  age. 
Eight,  we  are  informed,  were  received  by  baptism 
during  the  past  year. 

While  there,  three  preaching  services  were  held. 
Bro.  Wolfe  preached  a  missionary  sermon  on  Sun- 
day forenoon.  Thank  God  for  the  privilege  of 
thus  being  made  to  sit  together  in  heavenly  places 
in  Christ  Jesus.  L.  M.  Kob, 

Secretary  of  Committee. 

Nov.  25. 


December  5>  '8g6. 


TUB  GOSPEL  MESSHKGHS, 


Creek  i 


From  the  Bush  Creek  Congregation,  Mi. 

invitation  I  spent  ten  days  with  the  Bush 
egation,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.  Meetings 
were  held  each  night  with  increasing  interest.  A 
love  feast  was  held  at  the  Locust  Grove  meeting- 
house. I  was  much  pleased  with  the  general  inter- 
est and  zeal  manifested  This  is  the  former  home 
0f  our  esteemed  elder,  Jacob  D.  Trostle,  of  Hope 
Kansas.  Eld.  S.  H.  Utz  has  charge  of  this  congre- 
gation, and  shows  a  love  for  his  peocle.  I  very 
much  regretted  that  my  stay  was  so  short,  as  the 


creasing,    with 


ouragu 


interest 

pect<.    The   home   ministers   continued  the  meet- 
ings after  our  departure. 

During  our  stay  we  had  the  pleasure  of  viewing 
the  grounds  on  which  our  coming  Annual  Meeting 
is  to  be  held.  The  committee  of  arrangements  is 
already  at  work  and  from  what  we  could  see  of 
their  doings,  as  well  as  the  grounds  and  general 
surroundings,  we  shall  look  forward  to  this  impor- 
tant gathering  of  our  membership  with  confidence 
in  its  success,  so  far  as  the  business  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  is  concerned.  The  railroad  con- 
veniences and  immediate  grounds  are  excellent. 
S.  F  Sanger. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents, 

"""As  ccld  water  to  a  thirsty  s. 

Notice.— Dec.  16  and  17  W.  B.  Stoddard  lectures 
in  the  Brethren  church  at  Rockton,  Clearfield  Co., 
Pa ,  against  secret  societies.  All  are  invited  to 
attend. — Libbie  Hollopiter. 

Dayton,  Ohio. —Our  meetings  still  increase  in  size 
and  interest.  One  has  made  application.  Our 
Communion  will  be  on  Saturday  evening,  Dec.  5, 
at  4  P.  M—  Elmer  WombrJd,  17  Farley  St.,  Nov.  23. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.— Nov.  20  closed 
Bro.  S.  S.  Beaver's  interesting  series  of  meetings  at 
Shepherdstown,  with  one  applicant  for  baptism. 
jL_2fe  is  still  with  us  in  (a  series  of  meetings  in  Me- 
chanicsburg,  where  the  attendance  and  interest  are 
g"od.— H.  Beclman.  Nov.  2f. 

Huntington,  Ind.— We,  the  city  church  of  the 
Clear  Creek  congregation,  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  last  week,  conducted  by  our  elder,  Noah 
Fisher.  The  interest  is  good  and  the  members  are 
attentive.  One  has  been  baptized  so  far,  and  the 
prospects  are  good  for  more  if  we  continue  the 
meetings.— Jacob  Mishler,  Nov.  24. 

Burlington,  W.  Va.— On  Sunday,  Nov.  15,  I  went 
to  the  Mt.  Zion  church,  twenty  miles  distant,  in  the 
Tearcoat  congregation,  and  began  meetings,  which 
were  continued  one  week.  Only  a  few  Brethren 
live  there,  but  a  good  feeling  pervaded  the  meeting, 
and,  no  doubt,  we  closed  too  soon.  Two  lambs 
were  added  to  the  fold.— G.  S.  Arnold,  Nov.  23. 

Sidney,  Ohio.— The  good  work  is  still  moving  on 
"«e  at  this  place.  One  more  was  baptized  yester- 
day, and  others  are  near  the  kingdom.  The  inter- 
est and  congregations  are  gradually  growing.  We 
administered  baptism  for  four  Sundays  in  succes- 
s'°n.  This  makes  eighteen  in  all  that  have  been  re- 
ceived into  fellowship.—//.  C.  Longavecker.  Nov.  23. 

Sidney  Church,  Nebr.— We  are  making  the  annu- 
al "sit  at  this  time.  So  far,  love  and  union  prevail. 
™e.  «  this  time,  number  about  fifteen  members. 
u<"  love  feast  will  occur  Dec.  12,  at  2  P.  M.  Breth- 
ren passing  this  way  will  please  stop  and  help  us. 
""  J.  U.  SlingluEf  will  meet  you.  We  will  hold  a 
ving  service  at  the  church,  at  10  A.  M; 
Counci1  'i  the  afternoon  at  1  P.  U.—M.  M.  Kline, 


?8l 


Pine  Grove,  Md.-The  members  of  our  congre- 
gation are  in  good  working  order.  Bro.W  T  Sines 
started  Nov.  6  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  at  Indian 
Camp,  W.  Va.  There  have  been  no  accessions  to 
the  church  since  mv  last  report.  We  purpose 
building  a  hotise  of  worship  in  Oakland.  Md.,  in  the 
near  future,  if  the  Lord  will.— Samuel  M.  Wilhdm, 
Pleasant  Hill.  IV.  Va.,  Nov.  2J. 

Clarion,  Mich.-EM.  S.  F.  Rairigh,  of  Campbell 
Mich.,  came  among  us  Nov.  7,  and  held  a  series  of 
meetings  until  the  18th.  He  preached  fifteen  good 
sermons  with  g-od  attention.  The  members  were 
much  revived  He  had  good  congregations.  Two 
young  sisters,  not  quite  eleven  years  old,  were  bap- 
tized. One  of  them  was  the  youngest  of  the  writ- 
er's children.— Isaac  Hvfford,  Nov.  22. 

Mound  Valley,  Okla.  Ter.-This  church  met  in 
qua.terly  cotm.-il  Nov.  9.  Considerable  business 
came  before  the  meeting,  which  was  disposed  of  in 
a  Christian  spirit.  We  were  made  to  feel  sad  when 
Bro.  Ennis  announced  his  intention  to  leave,  and 
desired  to  be  relieved  of  the  eldership  at  this  place. 
It  was  granted  him,  and  Bro.  Appleman  chosen  in 
his  place.  Bro.  Gentry  was  forwarded  to  the  sec- 
ond d-gree  of  the  ministry.-/,,,,*  L.  Herren,  Thom- 
as, Okla.  T.,  Nov.  19. 


Crooked  Creek,  Iowa.— We  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  enjoying  a  series  of  meetings,  conducted 
by  Bro.  John  P.  Baily,  of  Mt.  Etna,  Iowa.  He 
came  from  the  District  Meeting  of  Southern  Iowa, 
commenced  meetings  Oct.  17,  and  closed  Nov.  1. 
One  precious  soul  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  in 
his  declining  years.  Bro.  Bailey  labored  earnestly 
while  with  us.  We  were  all  spiritually  built  up  by 
the  sound  preaching,  and  feel  to  press  on  in  the 
good  work. — J>.  L.  Burger,  Nov.  23. 

Martin  Creek  Church,  HI.— Bro.  Granville  Nev- 
inger,  of  Beecher  City,  came  to  us  Nov.  7  and  re- 
mained until  Nov.  23,  preaching  twenty-one  ser- 
mons, including  a  funeral.  Two  precious  souls  con- 
fessed Christ  and  we  believe  others  were  almost 
persuaded.  We  feel  somewhat  lonesome,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  our  elder,  John  Harshbarger,  who 
left  us  Nov.  10  for  a  two  or  three  months'  visit  with 
old  fiienris  around  his  native  home  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  Va— /.  /.  Scrogum,  Fairfield,  III.,  Nov. 
2}  ■ 

South  English,  Iowa.— The  English  River  church 
met  for  regular  quarterly  council  Nov.  21.  Love 
prevailed,  and  matters  were  pleasantly  and,  we 
trust,  profitably  adjusted.  Two  matters  were  de- 
ferred, as  our  elder  could  not  be  with  us,  on  account 
of  his  wife's  illness.  Solicitors  for  the  different 
funds  were  appointed.  Bro.  J.  D.  Coffman  was 
elected  Clerk.  One  dear  soul  returned  to  the  fold. 
Two  letters  were  granted  to  members  going  to 
school.  A  committee  on  program  for  our  next  min- 
isterial meeting  was  appointed. — 5.  F.  Brower,  Nov. 

21- 

Macoupin  Creek,  111.— This  church  met  in  regu- 
lar quarterly  council   No 
came  before  the  meeting  1 
in   love   an 
treasury,  a 
work,  were 
arrange  for 
blessings  a 


union. 


Tlunk 

COM 

Nov.  23. 

New  Freedom,  Pa— On  the  evening  of  Nov.  7, 
ro'  F-  C.  Renner,  of  Frederick  County,  Md..  com- 
menced a  series  of  meetings  at  the  New  Freedom 
."""eh,  and  closed  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  15,  hav- 
,  ^  Preached  eleven  soul-cheering  sermons  to  very 
arge  and  attentive  congregations.  There  were  no 
^"ssions,  but  I  think  there  were  some  good  im- 
P'essions  made.  He  certainly  cast  the  bread  on 
e  water  that  may  be  gathered  in  the  future—  W. 
"■  denser. 


21.     All  business  that 
s  properly  disposed  of 
Contributions   to   the    home 
i  the  home  and  foreign  mission 
Necessary  steps  were  taken  to 
if  meetings  in  1897.     May  God's 
accompany  his  work   everywhere!     1  am 
aged  in  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  West 
eek  church,  Macoupin  Co.,  111.     Let  all  his 
pray  earnestly  for  success! — Michael  Flory, 


Otter  C 
children 
Nov.  25. 

Glade,  Pa. —  In  compliance  with  previous  arrange- 
ments I  left  my  home  at  Glade,  Pa.,  Nov.  3,  and 
made  my  way  to  West  Virginia  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Hickory  Knob  schoolhouse,  which 
commenced  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  5.  We  held 
forth  the  Word  in  its  purity  for  eight  days.  The 
Lord  was  with  us  and  blessed  our  labor  with  the 
immediate  result  of  five  dear  souls  being  buried  with 
Christ  in  baptism.  From  thence  I  continued  my 
journey  among  the  isolated  Brethren  and  preached 
two  sermons  at  the  Jollop  schoolhouse;  also  two 
sermons  at  the  Beaver  Dam  schoolhouse, — H.  A. 
I  Stahl,  Nov.  22. 


Plattsburg,  Mo.- Our  Communion  meeting  was 
held  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  21.  Our  elder,  S.  B. 
Shively,  of  Rockingham,  and  Bro.  J.  E.  Ellenb'erger, 
of  Polo,  were  with  us.  The  latter  officiated.  We 
had  a  good  meeting.  The  house  was  filled  with 
worshipers  and  others.  There  was  good  order  dur- 
ing the  meetings.  Bro.  J.  E.  Ellenberger  preached 
on  Sunday  from  Matt.  18.  He  showed  us  the  beau- 
ty in  obeying  that  part  of  the  Gospel.  This  is  a 
grand  lesson,  if  each  one  will  apply  it  to  himself. 
He  also  preached  on  Sunday  evening  from  Eph.  6. 
— A.J.  Puterbaugh,  Nov.  23. 

Walnut  Level  Church,  Ind.— We  just  closed  a 
short  series  of  meetings.  Bro.  Aaron  Moss,  of  Lan- 
dessville,  Ind.,  conducted  the  meetinaf,  He  deliv- 
ered twenty-one  sermons  in  all,  and,  while  we  can- 
not report  any  accessions,  we  feel  there  was  seed 
sown  that,  ere  long,  will  bring  forth  fruit,  as  some 
are  near  the  kingdom.  These  meetings  closed  much 
too  soon.  Throughout  we  had  good  attendance 
and  interest.  We  also  had  children's  meeting, 
which  Bro.  Moss  conducted  in  a  very  impressive 
manner.  All  were  spiritually  built  up  by  the  sound 
preaching,  and  feel  to  press  on  in  the  good  work.— 
Malinda  S.  Studcbaker,  Nov.  .?;. 

Lick  Creek  Church,  Williams  Co.,  Ohio.  —  Our 
love  feast  occurred  Oct.  24.  A  number  of  brethren 
and  sisters  were  present  from  adjoining  churches. 
Bro.  Jacob  Kiser  preached  in  the  forenoon  to  an  at- 
tentive congregation.  At  the  close  of  the  service 
an  invitation  was  given.  Two  came  forward  and 
were  received  by  baptism  at  3  P.  M.  At  5  P.  M. 
the  brethren  and  sisters  met  for  love-feast  services. 
Bro.  Jacob  Keiser  officiated.  On  Sunday  morning 
six  brethren  and  a  sister  addressed  the  children. 
At  10:  30  A.  M.  Eld.  Jacob  Kfntner  preached  an  in- 
teresting sermon.  Thus  closed  a  good  meeting. — 
J.  W.  Krabill,  Farmer,  Ohio,  Nov.  22. 

Maumee  Church,  Ohio.— We  again  had  a  soul- 
cheering  meeting,  commencing  Nov,  7,  and  ending 
Nov.  22,  conducted  by  Eld.  Perry  McKimmey,  of 
Metamora,  Ohio.  Three  were  made  willing  to  labor 
in  the  Lord's  vineyard.  We  had  our  Communion 
on  the  evening  of  Nov.  21.  Three  visiting  ministers 
were  with  us.  Bro.  McKimmey  officiated.  On  ac- 
count of  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  the  attend- 
ance was  not  as  large  as  it  would  have  been,  but  the 
attention  of  the  entire  congregation  was  excellent. 
On  the  following  day  two  were  installed  into  the 
deacon's  office.  The  work  seems  to  be  revived  to  a 
great  extent. —  W.  I.  A'mtner,  Sherwood,  Ohio,  Nov.  23. 
Johnstown,  W.  Va.— We  have  just  closed  an  in- 
teresting meeting,  which  was  conducted  by  our 
dear  brother,  D.  F.  Stouffer,  of  Benevola,  Md.  He 
came  to  us  Nov.  10  and  labored  till  the  16th.  He 
preached  seven  soul-cheering  sermons  that  greatly 
encouraged  us  all.  While  there  were  no  additions, 
we  hope  the  good  seed  sown  will  bring  forth  fruit 
to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God!  We  had  good  at- 
tendance and  splendid  order.  Indications  are,  if 
our  meeting  would  have  continued  a  few  nights 
longer,  there  would  have  been  an  ingathering  into 
the  fold  of  Christ.  Our  love  feast  was  Oct.  31. 
We  had  an  enjoyable  feast.  There  were  a  good 
many  brethren  and  sisters  from  other  congrega- 
tions here.  We  were  glad  to  have  them  with  us. — 
M.  M.  Johnson,  Nov.  17. 

Salem  Church,  Ohio. — Our  regular  quarterly  coun- 
cil was  held  Nov.  19.  All  business  passed  off  very 
pleasantly.  We  have  arranged  for  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  our  central  house,  in  January,  to  be  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Samuel  Horning.  We  will  also  have 
meetings  at  our  house  in  Georgetown,  commencing 
the  latter  part  of  December,  by  Bro.  Rairigh,  of 
Michigan.  Our  Bible  School,  of  which  mention 
was  made  in  a  former  notice,  will  open  Dec.  19,  at 
our  central  house,  to  continue  ten  days.  Bro.  E.  S. 
Young  has  promised  to  be  with  us,  to  conduct  the 
school.  Remember  the  time,  as  this  notice  may  not 
appear  again  in  the  Messenger.  Any  one  desiring 
further  information  concerning  the  school  may  ob- 
tain it  by  consulting  or  addressing  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  arrangement,  John  H.  Rinehart,  George 
Buntain,  or  the  writer  — Jesse  K.  Brumbaugh,  Union 
Ohio,  Nov,  20, 


Powell  Valley  Church,  Ore.— We 
met  in  quarterly  council  Nov.  14 
We  had  a  profitable  and  pleasant 
meeting.  It  was  decided  to  hold  our 
next  quarterly  council  at  the  house  of 
Bro.  Jacob  Bahr,  near  Damascus,  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  20,  1897.  at  one  o'clock 
—Nancy  Bahr,  Damascus,  Ore.,  Nov.  16. 

Russell  Church,  Kans— This  church 
is  in  love  and  union.  Wc  have  a 
prosperous  and  evergreen  Sunday 
school,  with  Bro.  Ed.  Fox  as  Superin- 
tendent. We  are  but  few  in  number, 
with  two  ministers  and  three  deacons. 
Our  territory  is  forty-eight  by  thirty 
miles  in  extent.- John  Bollinger,  Nov. 
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Union  City,  Ind.  —  We  are 
midst  of  a  glorious  revival,  conducted 
by  Bro.  L.  H.  Eby.  Saints  are  being 
built  up  in  that  most  holy  faith,  and 
sinners  being  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
their  duty,  are  joining  in  with  the  peo- 
ple of  God.  Pray  for  our  success  in 
the  cause  of  Christ!-/.  Q.  Helmut, 
Nov.  IQ. 

Gettysburg,  Ohio.— The  members  of 
the    Oakland   church   met    in    church 
council  Nov.   18.     All  business  before 
the  meeting   was  pleasantly  disposed 
of.      The    Washington    City    churcl 
house  project  is  receiving  due  atte 
tion,  and  an  effort  is  being  made 
raise  some  funds  to   aid  the  same.- 
/.  H.  Christian,  Nov.  fo. 

Ozawkie,  Kans.— Bro.  Archy  Van 
dyke  came  to  us  Nov.  16,  and 
preached  each  evening  until  the  21st. 
There  were  no  additions  to  the  church, 
but  the  members  were  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  wise  counsel  and 
good  admonitions  of  our  dear  brother. 
May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  attend 
the  labors  of  his  faithful  servants!— 
H.  L.  Brammell,  Nov.  21. 

Rock  Run, Ind— Our  series  of  meet- 
ings closed  Nov.  15,  with  one  precious 
soul  making  the  good  choice.  At 
the  time  of  her  baptism,  Nov.  22,  her 
husband  concluded  to  go  with  her. 
Bro.  ].  C.  Murray  held  forth  the  Word 
with  power.  It  would  seem  that  no 
person  could  sit  under  the  influe: 
of  such  words  and  not  be  made  bet- 
ter. We  feel  that  there  are  others 
who  are  under  conviction,  —  R.  W. 
Davenport. 

Locust  Grove,  Md.— Our  love  feast 
was  held  Nov.  12.  Although  the 
weather  was  very  inclement,  we  had 
a  pleasant  and  enjoyable  meeting. 
Brethren  from  abroad  were  S.  Sanger, 
Eli  Yourlee,  E.  W.  Stoner,  Wm. 
Franklin,  Joseph  Price,  and  others. 
There  is  a  very  interesting  meeting  in 
progress  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Monrovia, 
conducted  by  Bro.  S.  Sanger,  of  Vir- 
ginia. —  Maggie  B.  Ecker,  Linganore, 


Yellow  River  Church,  Ind— This 
church  met  in  council  Nov.  7,  lor  the 
purpose  of  advancing  a  brother  to  the 
full  degree  of  the  ministry.  Bro.  W. 
Deeter,  of  Milford,  Ind.,  and  Bro. 
John  Metzler,  of  Wakarusa,  Ind.,  were 
with  us.  On  Saturday  night  Bro. 
Metzler  preached  a  very  interesting 
and  on  Sunday  and  Sunday 
night  Bro.  Deeter  also  preached  two 
very  interesting  sermons.  -Alice  Yodcr, 
Bourbon,  Ind.,  Nov.  19. 
Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Iowa— We 
et  in  regular  council  Nov.  14.  All 
business  was  disposed  of  in  a  Chris- 
tian-like manner.  Our  elder,  Bro. 
Zook,  called  for  more  help.  Accord- 
ingly, B.-o.  James  Glotfelty  was  or- 
dained to  the  eldership,  and  Bro.  E. 
G.  Kodabaugh  was  called  to  the  min- 
istry, to  help  in  the  cause  of  our  bless- 
ed Christ.  Elders  Abram  Wolf  and 
Martin  Replogle  were  with  us.  Eld. 
Wolf  will  be  with  us  on  Thanksgiving. 
— H.  B.Johnston,  Birmingham,  Iowa. 

Loramie  Church,  Ohio.— The  breth- 
ren of  this  place  met  in  council  Nov. 
7.  Our  elder,  I.  J.  Rosenberger,  pre- 
sided at  the  meeting.  Considerable 
business  came  before  the  meeting, 
but  was  disposed  of  in  the  best  of 
feeling.  Seven  letters  were  granted 
to  members  removing  from  this  place, 
and  one  was  received  into  the  church 
by  baptism.  We  expect  holding  a 
series  of  meetings,  commencing  Jan. 
B.  Bro.  Rarick  will  conduct  these 
meetings.—/.  F.  Souders,  Oran,  Ohio. 

Berryville,  Va— Bro.  John  F.  Driv- 
er closed  a  week's  meetings  at  Boyce, 
Va.,  Nov.  15.  He  preached  the  Word 
with  power  and  was  listened  to  with 
marked  attention  and  by  large  con- 
gregations. This  being  the  first  meet- 
ing of  the  kind  ever  held  at  that 
place,  Bro.  Driver  crowded  as  much 
as  he  possibly  could  into  eij 
mons,  to  give  the  people  a  fair 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Brethren 
church.  He  urged  the  people  to 
whether  these  things  be  so.— L. 
Dcttio,  Nov.  18. 


Eisssnsrca-SR'. 

Rome  Church,  Ohio.-Our  series  o: 

.•  „„     mmmraced     on     Saturday 
meetings     commenceu     u" 

Oct.  24  Bro.  C.  L.  Wilkins, 
of  Harrod,  Ohio,  was  expected  to  do 
the  preaching.  Not  being  able  to  get 
here  that  evening,  Bro.  L.  H.  Dickey 
filled  the  first  appointment.  We  con- 
tinued our  meetings  until  the  evening 
of  Nov.  8.  Good  interest  was  mani- 
fested all  through  the  meetings.  Bro. 
Wilkins  held  forth  the  Word  with 
power.  On  Saturday,  Nov.  7.  was 
our  love  feast,  which  was  a  feast  in- 
deed to  the  hungry  soul.  A  number 
of  visiting  ministers  and  members 
from  adjoining  churches  were  present 
on  the  occasion,  and  largely  contrib 
uted  toward  making  the  meeting  ed 
ifying  and  enjoyable.  May  the  good 
seed  sown  produce  an  abundant  har- 
vest for  the  Lord!— Maggie  A.  Dickey, 
Alvada,  Ohio,  Nov.  19. 

Lancaster  City,  Pa.— Nov.  7  Bro. 
O.  V.  Long,  of  Aboottstown,  Pa.,  be- 
o  n  laboring  with  us  here  in  the  city, 
preaching  each  evening  for  one  week, 
during  which  time  five  united  with 
the  church,  three  by  baptism  and  two 
reclaimed  who  had  strayed  from  the 
fold  some  sixteen  or  more  years  ago. 
The  children's  meeting  was  held  on 
the  following  Sunday  morning,  Nov 
15,  with  a  crowded  house,  and  a  love 
feast  in  the  evening.  The  day  was  very 
fine,  the  meetings  good  and  th 
tire  services  were  apparently  enjoyed 
by  all  present.  We  felt  very  sorry 
that  so  many  could  not  commune  with 
he  want  of  room.  Bro.  I.  W. 
Taylor,  of  Vogansville,  Pa.,  continued 
eetings  until  the  18th,  closing 
1  full  house  and  good  interest, 
were  very  near  the  kingdom  and 
think,  that,  ere  long,  they  can  be 
gathered  into  the  church.  The  mem- 
bers feel  very  much  encouraged.—  T. 
F.  Imlcr,  Nov.  19. 
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Mills,  Ind.,  Oct.  ,, 
aged  27  years,  2  months 
A  father, 
at  to  mourn 
,  caused  by 
■"lis  on  a    railroad 
;  brought  to  Clinton 
rvices  by  Eld.  Solo- 
Pet.  1:24.     Burial  in 


MOHLER— At  Edna 
896,  Albert  Mohle: 
and  3  days.    He  leaves  1 
brothers  and  sist> 
their  loss.     Disease  \ 
1  hurt  received  while  wo 
n  Pennsylvania.      He  wa 
County,  Ind.     Funeral  se 
mon  Blickenstaff  from  1 
Pleasant  View  Cemetery. 

John  E.  Metzger. 
HEIKES.— At  Morrill,  Kans.,  Nov.  20, 1896 
Bro.  Jacob  Heikes,    His  wife  and  nine  chil' 
dren  survive  him.     Funeral  from  Job  5:  26 
by  Wm.  Davis  and  the  writer. 

W.  H.  H.  Sawyer. 
GROVE— Near  Shawnee,  Okla.  T.,  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Oak  Grove  church,  Oct.  2  and 
4,  1896,  of  scarlet  fever,  Roy  Henry  and  Ray 
Hanson,  twin  sons  of  Bro.  John  H.  and  sister 
E.  B.  Grove,  aged  nearly  5  years.  Funeral 
discourse  Sunday,  Nov.  15,  by  the  writer,  from 
Ihe  language  of  the  Savior,  "Suffer  little  chil- 
dren  to  come  unto  me,"  etc.         I.  F.  Betts. 

COBELS  —  In  the  Bunker  Hill  church,  Oct. 
23,  1896,  sist:r  Fanny  Cobels,  aged  16  years, 
1  month  and  11  days.  She  was  a  faithful 
young  sister.  She  was  in  poor  health  all  sum. 
mer  but  her  seat  was  never  vacant  in  the 
sanctuary  till  about  three  weeks  before  she 
died.  She  had  quick  consumption.  About 
eleven  days  before  she  died  she  was  anointed. 
She  was  a  member  in  the  above-named 
church  for  over  one  year.  By  her  request 
she  was  carried  to  her  resting  place  by  her 
Sunday  school  teacher  and  three  of  her  class- 
mates,—all  of  her  age  and  all  sisters  in  the 
church.  Funeral  services  by  Bro.  Josiah 
Hochstettler,  and  Frederic  Mast,  of  the  Men- 
nonite  church.  Sarah  Middaugh. 

LOWER.— Near  Maucb  Chunk,  Iowa,  Nov. 
10,  1896,  Irl  Lower,  little  son  of  Wood  and 
Alice  Lower,  aged  3  years,  7  months  and  4 
days.  Services  at  the  Spring  Valley  M.  E. 
church  by  the  writer.  S.  P.  Miller. 

BOCK. — In  the  Bachelor  Run  congregation, 
Carroll  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  10,   1896,  sister  Eliza- 
beth (Gable)  Bock,  aged  81  years,  3  months 
Deceased   was  born  in  Franklin 


C.U., 


j„> 


uel  Bock,  March  I,  1832,  whb 


the  N 


Neutral,  Kans.  —  The 
e  church  ha 


the  pr: 


lege 


ship  on 
7.     Ou 


to  rejoice  in  having 

E   receiving  into  fell 

r   by   baptism    Nov. 
love   feast   occurred    Oct.    10.     Ne 
day   the   church    called   to   aid  in  tl 
ministry,  Bro.  Enos  Mast;  to  the  offi 
of  deacon,  brethren  John  Kline,  Ralph 
Boyer  and  Michael  Moyer.    We  have 
also  received   some   members  by  let- 
ter  since   our   last    report.       We    are 
hopeful    of  others    locating    with    us 
n. — A.  B.  Liehtenzvalter,  Nov.  19. 


-MATRIMONIAL-®-^ 

,od  hath  joined  together,  let  n 


HEINEY— GIBBS— At  the  house  of  Bro. 
Joseph  and  sister  Rachel  Heiney,  Nov.  7,  1896, 
by  the  undersigned,  Mr.  Ross  Heiney  and 
Lena  Gibbs  both  of  Multnomah  County, 
Oregon.  Jacob  Bahr. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


marriage  to  Samu 

preceded  her  to  the  spirit  land  seven  years. 

To  this  union  were  born  six  sons  and  three 

daughters.  Two  sons  and  one  daughter  pre- 
:ded  her  to  the  spirit  world.  She  united 
ith  the  German  Baptist  church  in  1836  and 

lived   a  consistent  and  faithful  member  until 


death. 


eral 


the    Ho 


WILLIAMS. 
Ind.,  Nov.  3,  I 
John  and  Frai 


of  Iri 


-In  the  Yellow  Riv 
196,   Leo   Gray,  son 
ris   Williams,  aged  4 
15  by  Eld.  J.  H.  Sellei 
Alice  Yc 


HIMES. 
Co.,  Kans. 
lis,  Glady 


-  In  the   Russell   church,   Russell 


of  malign 


Rogue  River  Church,  Ore.— At  oui 
ve    feast     of    Nov.     14,    Eld.    Levi 
rostle,   of  Franklin  Grove,  111.,  was  lit 
tonwood    Church,  Kans.  —  The  I  present.      The   weather  was   unpleas- 

of    the    Cotton-   ant,  but  we  had  an  excellent  meeting.  U 
ded  in  build- 1  Bro.     Trostle     officiated.       We    had] 


Celelta  H 

day.  This  was  the  third  of  the 
mily.  In  a  few  days  over  a  month  the  three 
;re  buried  at  the  Dorrance  church.  Serv- 
es by  ihe  writer.  John  Hollinger. 

STUDEBAKER. 


r,  assisted  by    P.   Houk 

JACOB  CE.PE. 

the    Sandy    church,    Co- 
of  typhoid  fever,  Leslie 
Bro.    Samuel    and   sister 
25  years,  8  months  and  3 
th  the  church  three  years 
1  exemplary  life.    He  was 
sful  teacher  and  had  won  the  love 
ect  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  by  h.s 
noble  life.      Funeral   services   conducted  by 
Bro.  M.  W.  Hahn,  assisted  by  Eld.  Eli  Stroup. 
Ella  Weaver. 
Creek 


church  by  the  w> 
from  John  5:28,2? 
STOFFER.  —  I 
lumbiana  Co.,  Oh 
A.  Stoffer,  son  c 
Mary  Stoffer,  agi 
days.     He  united 


the    Washing 


ing  a  neat,  comfortable  house  of 
ship,  which  they  dedicated  to  the 
service  of  God  Nov.  I,  assisted  by  the 
writer.  We  continued  meetings  each 
evening,  closing  Nov.  15.  One  was 
baptized  Nov.  2.  One  sister  desired 
to  be  baptized  but  her  parents  refused 
untd  warmer  weather.  T.iis  is  an 
earnest,  loving  band  of  brethren  and 
sisters.  May  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  attend  these  labors!  —  C.  H 
Brown. 


ixcellent  order  and    attention.      Du 
ng  the  meeting  Bro.  D.   M.   Brow 
,vas   advanced   to   the   second    degn 
in    the    ministry.       As     sister     Susi 
B-ower,  wife   of  Eld.   David   Brow< 
has  been  afflicted  with  neuralgia,  et 
we   had   a   meeting   at   her   house    1 
Monday,   Nov.   16.      There   were   fi 
added   by    letter.      Bro.   Trostle   goes 
from  here  to  Ashland,  five  miles  south 
of  Talent,   this  morning,  to  hold  some 
meetings  there. — Susan  M.  Rhodes. 


In  the  Old  People's 
me,  Mt.  Morris,  111.,  Nov.  18,  1896,  Bro, 
eph  Studebaker,  aged  68  years,  4  months 
i  22  days.  Deceased  wis  born  in  Bedford 
unty,  Pa.  He  leaves  to  mourn  his  depar 
1,  a  loving  companion  and  three  sons.  Ft 
ral  services  held  in  the  Yellow  Creek 
church  by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14:  13,  a: 
ed  by  Bro.  J.  Delp.  L.  E.  Keltner. 

CAYLOR— In  the  Romine  church,  Marion 
Co.,  111.,  Oct.  29,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  Frank, 
son  of  brother  Wm.  and  sister  Mary  Caylor, 
aged  18  years,  4  months  and  14  days.  Brief 
services  were  held  at  the  residence  in  the 
presence  of  the  mother  who  was  also  very  low 
with  the  same  disease,  but  who,  at  this  date, 
I  Nov.  20,  is  slowly  recovering.      S,  S.  Fouts. 


STUTSMAN- 
church,  Douglas  Co.,  I 
sister  Mallnda  Stutsma 
months  and  16  days.  £ 
and'eight  children,— all 
er  Stutsman  was  truly 
and  a  blessing  in  the  community  i 

ed,  always  helping  the  poor  and  si* 
long  as  ihe  Lord  gave  her  strength, 
services  by  James  E.  Hilkey, 
B.  Barnhart,  from  Rev.  7:  14- 

I.  L.  Hoover. 
SWIHART.-In  the  Elkhart  church,  Elk- 
hart Co.,  Ind.,  Oct.  12,  1896,  sister  Etaaoetn 
Swihart  {nee  Butterbaugh),  wife  of  Eld.  George 
Swihart,  aged  59  years,  7  months  a 
She  was   born  near  Dayton,  Ohio, 
1837.    She  was  united  in  marriage  I 
T.  Swihart  in  Miami  County,   Ind.,  D 

She  united  with  the  German 
church,  April    10,    1857,  1 

plary  life  until   the    w...  ,=  since 


ged  54  vears'  s 
leaves  a  husband 
,e  cburcb.  Moth- 
nother  in  Israel," 
ivhich  she 


Funeral 
sisted  by  D. 


nd  24  day1 
Feb.  >8. 
,  George 
Dec.  18' 
aptist 


.  consist 

itil  the  time  of  her  < 

afflicted   with    paralysis 

She  was  the  mother  of  t 

eded  ber 


She  had  beci 
last  Decembei 

children,  five  of   whom   precei 
spirit  world,  leaving  a  husband,  nveJf°°  held 
daughtei 


Funeral  services 


Hoke. 


at  the  Goshen  church  by  Bro.  Levi  "0»eJ 

ruvm  R.  MVBRS| 


David  R. 


December  5,  18 


X'HE   GOSPEL   HESSBKGB^ 


church,  Ind.,  Oct. 
aged  64  years,  5 
-as  born  in  Bote- 
Ia,    At  the  age  of  eight  years  he 
l°ith  his  parents,  moved  to  Franklin  County, 
where  he  was  married  to  Susannah  Flora 
nrt    26,    i8S4.     He   moved  to  Miami  County, 
where  he  lived  until  death.    To 
fere  born   three  sons  and  seven 
One  son  and  two  daughters  pre- 
tbe  spirit  world.     His  comp; 


K1NZIE.-In  the  Me 
■6.  I**.  Bro.  Isaac  Ki, 
months  and  9  days. 


Ind.,  in 


ceded  hi 


sons  and  five  daughtf 


:  left  to 
rith 


He, 


his 


rife, 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


3  lands  are  all  In  a  hardwood  Umber 
d  with  a  splendid  growth  or  white  and 
laple,  elm,  and  poplar,  interspersed  • 
, ready  for  the  mi 


lived  a  consistent  member  ever  since,  i 
eeks  before  his  death  be  called  fo: 
lders  and  was  anointed.  He  was  afflicted 
[or  fourteen  months  with  paralysis.  His  suf- 
ferings were  great.  Funeral  services  by  Eld. 
i)  p  Shively,  of  the  Pipe  Creek  church,  from 
Job7:i-Ioand  Rev-  I4:  12'  I3- 

FUNDERBURGH.— In  the  North  Man- 
chester church,  Wabash  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  16, 
1896,  Eld.  Jacob  Funderburgh,  aged  78  years, 
months  and  25  days.  Bro.  Funderburgh 
was  married  to  Christina  Ulrich  Feb.  27,  1845, 
in  which  year  they  moved  to  Huntington 
County  Ind.  Nine  children  have  been  born 
to  brother  and  sister  Funderburgh,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living.  In  his  younger  days, 
deceased  was  called  to  the  ministry  and  was 
ever  a  faithful  and  earnest  worker.  He  was 
elder  of  the  Salamonie  congregation  while 
in  Huntington  County,  and  after  locating  in 
Wabash  County  he  was,  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  elder  of  the  North  Manchester  church. 
Throughout  bis  long  sickness,  father  Funder- 
burgh was  very  patient  and  ever  mindful  of 
others.  He  was  conscious  of  his  surroundings 
until  the  last,  gave  directions  relative  to  his 
funeral,  and  requested  that  thanks  be  ex- 
tended to  the  neighbors  who  had  so  kindly 
remembered  him  in  affliction.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  the  Brethren  from  I  Cor.  15:  57. 

A.  L.  Wright. 
YODER.— In  the  Logan  church,  Logan  Co., 
Ohio,  Nov.  14,  1896,  Bro.  Jonathan  Yoder, 
aged  58  years,  5  months  and  13  days.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Lydia  Detrick,  Feb. 
7,  i860.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren of  whom  two  have  preceded  him  to  the 
spirit  world,  He  united  >with  the  church  in 
1*05,  aTifiv  \iaB  Vwcd  a  devoted  Christ 
the  summons  came,  "It  is  enough; 
higher."     Funeral  services  by  breth 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work. -Weekly;  well-illustra- 

d;  contains  the  Sunday  school   lesson,  with 

tplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 

of  small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 

Sundny  schools, 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 

Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger.-  A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


nd  Beachler  from  Rev.  14:  13. 


ne  up 
Wy 


Alice  Yoder. 


•  ADVERTISEMENTS  < 

Rates  pel  Inch,  each  Insertion: 


iix  months  (26  times), 

;nt  year  (52  times) 

E5?-No  Cuts  or  other  electro's  inserted  unless  a 


Cincinnati  Flyer, 

Monon  Route  and  C.  M.  &  D. 

Tue  Monon  has  put  on  a  fast  flyer  for  Indianapo- 
lis niul  Cincinnati  in  connection  with  the  C.  H.  & 
D.  The  train  leaves  Chicago,  Dearborn  Station, al 
f:  >■>  P.  M.,  thus  making  the  run,  Chicago  to  ludi- 

and  Cincinnati  In  seven  hours  and  fifty-five  min- 
utes. This  is  the  fastest  time  made  between  Chi- 
-ago  and  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  by  any  line, 
rue  "Cincinnati  Flyer  "  is  equipped  with  elegant 
Jay  coaches,  the  Monon  celebrated  blgh-txi 
Sf,»ts,  parlor  car  and  dlulug-car.  CITY  Tl 
3PH-I0K,  232  Clark  St.,  Chicago.  III. 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  se 

themselves  the  many  interesting  sights 
sented  to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  have 
"either  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 
thing about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favorite. 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
n*ty  of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 
only  S1.25  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
a*e  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
w<>rk,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
ments.  Address  this  office  for  further  particu- 
lars, 


The  Young  Disciple — An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all'the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  pet  annum  .  .  .  * %    50 

ao  copies  to  one  address,  3  months 


)Ch,  17'3  E.  Third  St.,  St.  Paul. 
GEO. 
Exoluslv 

50-1  Corn  Ext  11  anus 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 


Cloth  Binding,  1 
Half  Leather,  v 
Half  Morocco, ' 


volu 


4.50, 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents, 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

ping  and  Commission  Morchaal 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type, 


HE  book  of  the  a  generat 
irist,  b  the  sou 
of  A'bra-ham 


Je'§us  Christ, 


of  Da' 


2  dA'brft-hfim   begat  I'saac;   and 
X'eaac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  -fJa'cgb 

jegafc  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  ff  Ju'das  begat  Pha'rSs  and 


Za'ra   of  Tha'i 


and  APha'r8s 

This  cut  shows  the  appear- 
ce  of  the  book.  Itisboi 
IVrsbn  Lev. int.  divinity 
it.  leather  lined  to  edge, 
der  gold  edge,  silk  sew 
d  is  probably  the  mostdi 


$4.00. 


/ail  to  call  for  No.  1836 

kiiim,  mimm  pdbubbks  cohpany, 

Mt.  Morris,  III 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
5  to  energetic  agents. 


Brethren's  Quarterly.— frepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.     It    contains  the  lesson  i 
a  complete     explanation    of    the    les 
throughout.     In    preparing    this  quarterly 
keep    constantly   in  view   the   needs    of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to 

Single  subscription,  one  year 3! 

Bcoplca,  perquarter 4. 


GET  A  BOOK  AND  HELP 
A  CHURCH. 


1  any  part  of  the  United  Btt 
o  ftgouta.  Address  all  orders 

J.  9.  GEISKK, 


.  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 


-3Kc 


Juvenile  Quarterly-— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illuslrated,  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 


*%  cents  each 


Sunday    School   Supplies.— We   keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work, 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not   adver- 
tised here. 
TeBtamentti,  flexible,  red-edge,  per  dozen,  .  .  |    86 


>  of  each  lesion, 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards — Our  stock 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  variety 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please  all. 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  con- 

1402  Four  Designs,  very  fine,  flowered  bor- 
1815  Four  Deiigus,  very  fine  gilt  edge,  size 

12S0  Landscape  and  Flowers,  size  tt7,     .  .2 

810  Embossed  viuwcrs  size  -1x5 2 

1297    Embossed    Landscape    and    Flowers, 

1281  Embossed,  extra  line,  Blie 2J$x5ji, .  -2 

1287  Birds  und  Landscape,  size  3x6^, .  .  .  .1 

1286  Flowers  and  Landscape,  size  :<''..s&;;,  1 
1293  Birds  and  Landscape,  8I7.0  3^5ii,.  .  .] 
1291  Fine  Scenery,  else  3^x6>S, 1 

000  "  The  Gem,"  50  Beautiful  Cards,  50  De- 
signs  8 

625^i  Landscape  and  Birds,  size  2x3^,.  .  .5 


'250  C 


Sorlptnre  '. 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  furnish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.  Always  write  ei 
before  ordering  elsewhere, 

When  ordering  cards  be  sure  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  do  mistake. 

Bubthbbn'i  Publishing  Co., 

Moaat  Karrti,  III, 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.d,  by  alt  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 

1.  It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  is  impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

9.  Seven  helps  are  usually  found  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 


argn 


,.1   rrf.T. 


es  of  the  All- 


(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text, 

{7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (6)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

>,  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
il) It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
{2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
m  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -        -        -        $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        •        -  4  50 

Bound  in  morocco,       ...        -  5  00 

On  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work,    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morrii,  III, 
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Highest  of  nil  In  Leavening  Strength,-Latcst  U.  S.  Gov't  Report. 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY   PURE 


*  a  ANNOUNCEMENTS i 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


EVERY  DAY... 


u\v.    Invostlgato,  satisfy  y 
;  decide,  tlion  fiol  ui  onoo. 
D  not  going  among  stranger, 


trip  l'>  North  Dai 


tilung  the  Qroi 
vnr  Valley,  Devi 


funii-TH  villi  large  tamlllcs  of  boys  and  girls 
it  hold  of  KHKE  HOMESTEADS  and  BBtnh- 
lieroaolvoH  and  their  grown-up  ouildron  on 
of  tlielr  own.  It  Only  oostStK  i»  'and  OfilOO 
)  toko  up  lOOooreB  of  government  land,  and 
re 6  from  taxes  unill  patent  Is  issued",  which 
be  taken  out  In  seven  yours, 
and  investigate  the  country,  talk  with  the 


nd  H  y 


j  it  i 


fy  yourseM  that  the  country  Is  all  right.  V 
rent  land  in  the  East  when  you  oan  get  a 
farm  lu  North  Dakota? 

The  Great  Northern  Hallway  has  no  laud 
sale  in  North  Dakota,  Its  lino  runs  thro 
free  government  hind  and  through  settled 
trlcts  where  land  can  be  bougbi  on  easy  ten 

Ask  your  local    railway  agent   for  tickets 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,  111. 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


ire  Bt.,  Italllniore,  . 


WINTER  IS  COMING! 


Only  $2.75 


WATCH  AND  CHAIN 


FARMING 


iiiLflNDS 


ON  THE "SOO" 


Timbered  Lands""; 
Prairie  Lands 


Minnesota  and 
North   Dakota. 
COLONIES  or  INDI- 


K  —  lh'1,1     ,„.,..., I,. 

VID1    LLS,     "ON  THE  SOO 

Lands   irill   nevnr    be   cheaper  than 

now 11 

Many  Lands    for  solo  on   the  CROP    PAYMENT 
PLAN,— "On  the  Sou  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 


Visit  the  beautiful  KEX.VARE  mid 
BOWBELLS  Country,  near  the  "Vcs 
Lacs"  Lakes  in  Ward  County,  opened 


)   YOU    WANT  u 
DO  YOU    WAN 


pel  lug  railroads? 
■eminent  Homestead  ? 


>  Crop  Faymti 

Can    Do   So 


You  Can  Euy  a  Farm 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co 


On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down 
Balance  in  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent  Interest. 


irrJiiKton,  New  Rot-kford  i 

liAJI.Uo.W  COM  PETITION,  In 
better  shipplni 
RTHEK    INI- 


Why  Not|% 
Read  this   » 


m, ... 

Have  You  Received 

the  "Victor  Remedies  Co.'s 

Offer?    .-.    .-.    .-. 


They  are  giving  away  goods.  If  you  have 
not  sent  your  address  and  received  one  of  the 
valuable  Frederick  Almanacs  for  1S97,  send  at 
once,  and  if  they  have  no  agent  near  you  they 
will  mail  you  their  extraordinary  offer,  which 
only  holds  good   until  Jan.    1,    1897.      Write 

VICTOR   REMEDIES   CO., 

Frederick,  Md. 


hardly  atl'ord  t 
H.  E.  NE 


lly  explaining  h 

can  consistent^  retail  li 
wholesale  prices.  FKEI 
Also,  another  catalog 
list  ol  Brethren's  Bool 
Tracts.     Miscellaneous 


1897 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly 
larged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fam- 
ily.    Send  ten  cents  for  a  copy,  or,  better 
yet,  send  $1.30  for  the  Gospel  Mei 
gkr  from  now  to  the  end  of   1897,  and  re 
ihe  Almanac 


FAMILY  RECORD 


ne  Christmas  Present!  I  give 
ishlp  by  mall.  Written  Cards, 
Agents  wanted  lor  my  special- 


"T^7"^.3iT,X,E!3D  I 


FREE. 


t»-We  also  offer  liberal    ind 
agents  who  are  prepared  to   push  the  sale  ol 
the  Almanac.     Write  us! 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co.. 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self- 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


J 


$20 


Will  buy  a  good,  three  drawer 
vorlte"  Sewing  Mnchine  in  oak  1 

warranted  for  five  years.  Send  youi 
draft  or  money  order  for  the  above  a 
W.  BABNHIZHR,  Mt.  Morris,  III.,  and  t 
1  will  be  promptly  shipped.  Reference, 
Publishing  Co.,  to  whom  money  may  I 
I  ship  machine.  40 


SILK 


Chains  wear  well,  look  well 
i  not  expensive.  Good  quality 
all  black.  Ladies'  Chains,  so  cents  each, 
s'   Chains,   LTi  cents.     Send    stamps  to  H,  E. 


The  Eureka  Fence  Post! 

A  solid  Stsna  Post  that  hs  firm  and  itittentructl' 

■le  and  is  sold  nearly  Out'-liulf  (Hiraitrr  than 
lie  Iroa  or  Steel  Posts,  width  11,  cold  weather  break 
1   are. rendered    nsekss  by  mM  ;,[!,:,  .,  very  bnel  career. 

, gents  may  profitably  ens?aj,'rr  in  their  own  mauulactur- 
.jg.  Counties  for  sale.  For  terms  and  circulars,  ad- 
dress, W.  A.  Dickev.  Nead,  Miami  Co,,  Ind.  3deo\i7 


Classified 


ol  Annual  meeting. 


Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  corn- 
ion,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "  Classified 
ites  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
We  sell  this  work  at  only  $1,50  for  cloth 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "  Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "Appendix"  in  separate  binding  lor 
only  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
4;  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


Farm  and  Mill  for  Sale. 


1.  One  01  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  Valley 
>f  Virginia  Is  offered  at  private  sale.  It  Is  situated 
n  the  County  ot  Augusta,  about  ten  miles  'ro"1 

II  contains  about  200  acres,  Is  well  watered,  bas  an 
sxeellent  orchard,  good  house  nod  barn,  and  all 
sther  uecesunry  Improvements;  convenient  to 
-•hurehes,  schools,  mills,  post-office,  etc.,  OD  y 
about  oue-fourth  mile  from  Middle  River  churchy 

2.  A  good  mill  property,  with  improved  machin- 
ery and  a  line  water  power,  situated  aboutone- 
linll  tulle  from  Ihe  above-named  property. 

Terms  on  this  property  will  be  reasonable  ano 
made  to  suit  purchaser  If  possible,  Price  of  farm, 
111,000     Apply  to  GEO.  F.  BABQEE,  AdmW"",j 
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■I     - 


orl\av/.  1  MISCELLANYS 


■~  One  would  think  that  we  have  churches  enough 
to  satisfy  anybody  and  everybody,  but  such  seems 
not  to  be  the  case.  It  is  now  reported  that  a  new 
and  greatly  improved  congregation  is  to  be  organ- 
ized in  Chicago,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Free  Silver 
Church,"  that  it  is  to  be  composed  of  both  Protes- 
tants and  Catholics,  and  that  the  preaching  is  to  be 
largely  along  the  line  of  free  silver.  It  will  now  be 
in  order  for  some  one,  about  as  foolish,  to  start  a 
church  founded  on  the  gold  basis,  claiming  that  the 
home  of  the  righteous  is  to  be  the  New  Jerusalem, 
whose  streets  are  paved  with  pure  gold.  Such 
things  must  seem  foolish  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
as  we  know  they  are  in  the  sight  of  sensible  and  pi- 
ous people.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  men  will  be 
so  unwise  as  to  take  a  particular  political  phase  as 
the  foundation  of  a  church.  We  should  seek  some- 
thing higher  than  money  on  which  to  found  a 
church  that  is  to  stand  the  test  of  the  judgment. 


The  famine  in  India  continues,  and  is  proving 
m»st  distressing  to  the  millions  who  are  in  no  way 
Prepared  for  it.  Rain  has  recently  fallen  in  parts 
°t  the  drouth-stricken  region,  but  not  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  insure  the  usual  crops.  Thousands 
of  people  are  starving.  Many  of  the  parents  are 
Ending  their  children  to  the  various  Christian  mis- 
S1°ns,  and  these  missions  are  taxed  to  their  utmost 
to  provide  food  to  merely  keep  the  little  creatures 
allve.  Numbers  of  children  are  sent  to  Bombay, 
some  of  them  so  weak  that  they  cannot  walk,  and 


al'ofth, 


m  so  near  starved  that  only  a  small  quan- 


ty  of  food  can  be  given  to  them  at  a  time.  So— 
"'these  children  are  said  to  be  so  poor  that  their 
ones  almost  protrude  through  what  little  flesh 
nere  is  left,  and  on  any  of  them  their  ribs  may  be 
c°unted.  It  is  aiso  reported  that  some  of  the  par- 
jnts  Wl"  hide  their  children  on  mission  premises, 
'Usting  that  they  will  be  found  and  cared  for  by 
"e  kind-hearted  missionaries.  To  say  the  least, 
lne  condition  is  apalling. 


It  would  seem  that  Africa  is  to  become  the 
great  gold  region  of  the  world.  For  centuries  it 
was  the  "  Dark  Continent,"  containing  little  else, 
it  was  thought,  save  wild  animals  and  negroes. 
But  it  may  yet  prove  the  richest  region  of  earth. 
Parts  of  it  abound  in  gold  and  diamonds.  It  is 
said  that  last  year  the  mines  produced  Sioo.000,000 
in  gold,  the  largest  amount  ever  produced  in  one 
year,  in  any  region  of  the  earth.  It  is  also  stated 
that,  within  fifteen  miles  of  Johannesburg,  South 
Africa,  the  gold,  now  practically  in  sight,  is 
worth  not  far  from  83.500,000,000,  nearly  as  much 
as  all  the  gold  coin  now  in  circulation.  In  a  short 
time  this  region  is  likely  to  produce  more  gold 
than  all  the  rest  of  the  world  combined.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  there  is  little  danger  of  our  sup- 
ply of  gold  running  short.  We  are  sometimes  led 
to  wonder  where  the  land  of  Ophir  was  located, 
from  whence  Solomon  procured  his  vast  quantities 
of  gold.  Some  think  it  was  the  Island  of  Ceylon, 
and  others  locate  the  place  in  East  Africa.  One 
thing  certain,  there  was  plenty  of  the  valuable  met- 
al to  be  had,  and  another  thing  is  equally  certain, 
and  that  is,  Solomon  did  not  find  all  of  it.  And 
we  may  rest  assured  that  there  will  be  plenty  left 
for  the  future  generations. 

(The  National  Armenian  Relief  Committee,  63  Bi- 
ble House,  New  York,  has  issued  a  large  circular  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  the  region  of  Turkey,  in 
which  the  Armenian  persecution  commenced,  two 
years  ago,  and  has  been  continued  until  nuite  re- 
cently, is  about  five  hundred  miles  long  and  three 
hundred  miles  wide.  In  this  district  hundreds  of 
villages  and  cities  have  been  given  over  to  murder, 
rape  and  robbery.  The  most  of  those  murdered 
were  industrious  men,  and  not  a  few  of  them  were 
engaged  in  educational  work.  The  number  is  not 
far  short  of  75,000,  and  at  least  100.000  orphans 
have  been  thrown  upon  the  charities  of  the  world  in 
consequence  of  the  death  of  one  or  both  of  their 
parents.  Hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  the  wom- 
en have  been  placed  in  the  Turkish  harems  while 
their  children  have  been  left  to  suffer.  Orphans  by 
the  thousands  are  wandering  over  the  country,  hav- 
ing no  shelter,  and  living  on  whatever  they  chance 
to  find.  Their  condition  is  terrible.  And  while  the 
wholesale  murder  of  the  Christians  seems  to  have 
ceased,  for  the  present,  at  least,  still  people  are  suf- 
fering and  dying  tor  the  want  of  clothing  and  food. 
Great  efforts  are  being  made  to  care  for  the  or- 
phans, and  provide  food  for  the  starving  until  the 
condition  of  affairs  may  improve. 


The  spirit  of  enterprise  has  taken  hold  of  China 
and  Japan  in  a  way  that  may  yet  make  them  for- 
midable powers  in  the  world.  The  population  of 
China  is  great  and  her  resources  wonderful,  while 
Japan  is  a  regular  bee-hive  of  workers.  Both  coun- 
tries have  placed  in  the  United  States  large  orders 
for  steel  rails  for  the  use  of  important  railroads, 
while  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  erect- 
ing of  extensive  machine  shops  in  Japan,  of  Ameri- 
can manufacture.  At  this  time  a  committee  of 
skillful  mechanics  from  the  Orient  are  visiting  this 
country  with  a  view  of  gathering  information  that 
may  prove  helpful  in  developing  Japan.  We  hope 
these  improvements  that  are  being  pushed  in  Japan 
and  China  will  be  followed  up  by  Christian  workers 
with  the  Bible  and  correct  Christian  principles. 
These  two  rising  countries  should  be  won  over  to 
Christianity,  so  their  influence  will  fall  on  that  side. 
As  fast  as  the  iron  rails  penetrate  the  country,  the 
men  and  women  of  God  should  follow  up  the  lines 
and  open  missions  at  every  station.    Every  railroad 


should  become  a  highway  for  Christian  influence 
and  Christian  literature.  No  body  of  Christian  peo- 
ple can  afford  to  be  unmindful  of  their  duty  in  this 
line  of  work,  for  the  Gospel  must  be  preached 
among  all  nations,  and  where  it  cannot  be  kept  in 
advance  of  such  improvements  as  are  referred  to,  it 
ought  to  be  kept  at  least  abreast  of  them. 


It  is  probably  not  generally  known  that  an  accu- 
rate measurement  of  the  earth  has  never  been  made. 
Different  nations  are  now  engaged  in  work  on  a  line, 
in  which  an  exact  arc  of  the  earth  is  to  be  deter- 
mined from  point  to  point,  so  that  when  the  labor  is 
completed  the  diameter  of  the  globe  on  which  we 
live  may  be  known  to  within  a  few  feet.  The  un- 
dertaking was  inaugurated  in  1807.  Since  1874  a 
number  of  skillful  engineers  have  been  steadily  at 
work  in  various  localities.  The  United  States  has 
just  completed  her  arc  of  three  thousand  miles  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  The  object  is  to  get  the 
exact  curvature  of  the  earth.  All  civilized  nations 
are  taking  part  in  the  woik,  and  some  of  them  are 
combining  on  certain  parts.  From  an  educational 
standpoint  the  undertaking  is  very  important,  and 
the  result  is  looked  for  with  considerable  interest. 
It  will  require  about  one  year  yet  to  complete  all  the 
measurements  in  contemplation.  This  reminds  us 
of  a  letter  received,  not  long  since,  in  which  the 
writer  wants  some  further  proof  in  regard  to  the 
world  being  round.  If  he  had  gone  with  brother 
and  sister  Miller  on  their  trip  around  the  world,  last 
year,  he  would  know  that  ii  is  round.  Rea.'.  Bro. 
Miller's  letter  in  this  issue  and  see  what  he  has  to 
say  of  that  part  of  the  earth  directly  under  us.  A 
few  more  letters  from  him  will  take  us  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  then  to  Mt.  Morris,  thus  completing  the 
circuit  of  the  globe. 


The  debts  of  nations  are  enormous,  and  still  in- 
creasing. In  1875  the  aggregate  debt  of  all  nations 
amounted  to  nearly  823,750,000,000.  To-day  it  is 
829,000,000,000,  or  nearly  829  to  each  and  every  in- 
habitant, rich  and  poor,  civilized  and  uncivilized, 
bond  and  free,  upon  the  globe.  The  Christian 
Standard  parcels  out  the  debt  thus:  France  has  been 
at  the  head  with  a  debt  of  86,000,000,000;  Great 
Britain  comes  next  with  83,300,000,000,  but  a  little 
more  than  one-half  that  of  France.  Then,  in  order, 
Austria-Hungaria,  with  83,030,000,000;  Russia,  with 
82,875,000,000;  Italy,  with  82,525000,000;  United 
States,  with  81,695,000,000;  Spain,  with  81,395,000,000 
(exclusive  of  recent  Cuban  loans);  Austria-Asia, 
with  81,200,000,000;  Turkey,  with  8900,000,000;  Por- 
tugal, with  8765,000,000;  India,  with  8635,000,000; 
Brazil,  with  8590,000,000;  Egypt,  with  8530,000,000. 
Debts  of  minor  nations  are  expressed  in  the  origi- 
nal aggregate.  The  interest  on  the  world's  debt 
amounts  to  81,150,000,000,  an  increase  of  8100,000,- 
000  in  twenty  years.  Great  Britain,  the  United 
States,  Germany  and  India  are  not  counted  in  the 
list  of  those  who  have  increased  their  debts.  It  is 
lamentable  to  consider  that  these  enormous  debts 
have  been  incurred  mainly  on  the  account  of  wars, 
and  preparations  for  wars,  Could  all  the  nations  at 
once  disband  their  great  standing  armies,  and  turn 
their  forts  and  war  vessels  into  a  better  use,  these 
debts  might,  in  course  of  time,  be  wiped  out,  but 
as  matters  are  now  going  it  will  be  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  some  of  the  countries  to  meet  their  obliga- 
tions. At  the  coming  of  Christ  all  these  affairs 
must  be  turned  over  to  the  Prince  of  Peace,  who 
will  place  the  world  on  a  different  basis, — we  might 
say  a  cash  basis,  for  one  of  the  principles  of  his 
kingdom  is,  to  owe  no  man  anything  but  love. 
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-ESSAYS; 

ow  thysell  approved  unto  God.  a  „orkm»r.  that  nccdtlh  o 
uhamod,  I  Jhtlj  dividing  the  Word  ol  Truth.' 


AT  SEA. 

The  night  was  made  for  cooling  shade, 

For  silence,  and  for  sleep; 
And  when  I  was  a  child  I  laid 
My  hands  upon  my  breast,  and  prayed, 

And  sank  to  slumber  deep. 
Childlike,  as  then,  I  lie  to-night 
And  watch  my  lonely  cabin-light. 

Each  movement  of  the  swaying  lamp 

Shows  how  the  vessel  reels, 
And  o'er  her  deck  the  billows  tramp, 
And  all  her  timbers  strain  and  cramp 

With  every  shock  she  feels; 
It  starts  and  shudders,  while  it  burns, 
And  in  its  hinged  socket  turns. 
Now  swinging  slow,  and  slanting  low, 

It  almost  level  lies; 
And  yet  1  know,  while  to  and  fro 
1  watched  the  seeming  pendule  go 

With  restless  fall  and  rise, 
The  stately  shaft  is  still  upright, 
Poising  its  little  globe  of  light. 

0  hand  of  God!    O  lamp  of  peace! 
O  promise  of  my  soul! 

Though  weak  and  tossed  and  ill  at  case 
Amid  the  roar  of  smiting  seas— 
The  ship's  convulsive  roll— 

1  own,  with  love  and  tender  awe, 
Yon  perfect  type  of  faith  and  law. 

A  heavenly  trust  my  spirit  calms, 

My  soul  is  filled  with  light; 
The  ocean  sings  his  solemn  psalms, 
The  wdd  winds  chant;  1  cross  my  palms, 

Happy  as  if  to-night 
Under  the  cottage  roof  again 
1  heard  the  soothing  summer  rain. 

—J.  T.  Trowtir, 


WORKINQ  FOR  JESUS. 


BY   C.   H.    BAI.SBAUGH. 


I  that 


If  Chr 


hope  and  pow 


of  that 


To  James  T.  Quintan:— 

Grace  and  peace  be  multiplied  through  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.  Unknown  in  the  flesh,  but  deeply 
in  spiritual  accord  with  your  efforts  to  win  souls  to 
Christ.  Too  little  is  the  Brotherhood  characterized 
by  the  self-sacrifice  which  is  the  essence  and  center 
and  circumference  of  Christianity.  What  makes 
salvation  possible  is  the  self-immolation  of  the  Eter- 
nal God.  In  2  Cor.  8:  9  we  have  the  pivot  of  Re- 
demption. If  we  cannot  sincerely  and  ardently  en- 
ter into  the  spirit  of  Philpp.  3:  8,  we  have  too  little 
of  the  quality  of  our  Master  to  achieve  anything  for 
His  glory.  "  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  is  none  of  His."     Rom.  8;  9. 

What  that  Spirit  demands  is  patent  in  Heaven,  on 
earth,  and  in  hell.  "  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son."  "The  Son  of 
man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  TO  minister, 

AND  TO  GIVE  HlS  LIFE  A  RANSOM    FOR    MANY."      Matt. 

20;  28.  This  is  the  key-note  of  Heaven,  and  must 
be  of  all  the  elect  on  earth.  Self-seeking  and  self- 
pleasing  are  alien  to  the  disciples  and  joint-heirs  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  indwelling  Emmanuel  sets  the 
soul  on  fire  with  such  love  to  God  and  ardor  for  the 
salvation  ot  souls,  that  self-sacrifice  becomes  a  lux- 
ury. The  cross  of  Christ  was  bitter,  but  it  was  pref- 
erable to  staying  in  Heaven  and  doing  nothing  for 
a  lost  world.  If  we  want  to  enter  into  the  impulse 
and  rapture  of  true  discipleship,  we  must  be  at 
home  in  2  Cor.  12:9,  10,  15. 

When  a  genuine  herald  of  the  cross  appears  in 
these  days,  the  common  class  ot  Christians  regard 
him  with  suspicion,  it  not  aversion,  disposed  to  ful- 
fill Mark  3;  21,  rather  than  share  the  glory  of  Acts 
5:41.  But  "the  joy  set  before  us,"  and  the  con- 
sciousness of  a  present,  sustaining  Christ,  enables 
us  ever  to  sing  the  Divine  Canticle  of  Acts  20:  24. 

■■  What  doest  thou  here,  Elijah?  "  I  Kings  19:  9. 
Every  soul  has  a  mission,  no  matter  how  small  our 
ability,  or  how  restricted  our  sphere.  "Ye  shall 
receive  power,  after  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come 
upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be  witnesses  unto  me"  Acts 
1;  8, 


Here  is  the  equipment  and  the  obligation 
we  are  without  excuse.  We  must  look  beyond  all 
media  to  "Jesus  only,"  who  is  "the  Author  and 
Finisher  of  our  faith."  Whoever  admits  anything 
between  his  faith  and  Christ  mars  his  peace  and 
hinders  his  efforts,  both  in  personal  holiness  and 
usefulness.  The  Incarnation  is  a  reality  for  every 
believer,  and  where  God  is  embodied  there  the  cru- 
cifixion of  the  flesh  and  the  power  of  resurrection 
are  inevitable.  Christ  must  be  Alpha  and  Omega, 
or  remain  outside  the  experience  of  humanity. 
Christians  are  no  less  than  miniature  Gods 

God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"'  and  His 
he  believer  the  only  true  life  and 
r,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  constitutes 
„  work  and  our  warrant  of  success. 
"  What  doest  thou  here?"  Working  with  God,  for 
God,  by  God?  Such  a  soul  is  ready  to  be  "  made 
all  things  to  all  men,  that  it  may  by  all  means  save 
some."     i  Cor.  9:  22. 

How  shy  many  Christians  are  of  these  "all 
things"  and  "all  means!  "  How  narrow  our  concep- 
tions, how  insufficient  our  methods,  how  human  and 
distrustful  our  calculations!  Brother  beloved,  bind 
James  1:  5,  6,  and  Gal.  6:  9,  and  1  Cor.  15;  58,  as  a 
sign  upon  your  hand,  and  as  frontlets  between  your 
eyes.  Deut.  11:18.  Go  forth  as  one  commissioned 
of  God  to  seek  the  lost  a"d  lead  them  to  the  Cruci- 
fied, the  Triumphant,  Enthroned,  Interceding  Sav- 
ior. "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway."  "  Strong  in  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might"  Eph, 
May  all  your  fellow-saints  in  the  c: 
grand  type  who  are  ready  to  "  hazard  their  lives  for 
the  Name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."    Acts  15:  26. 

" Be  determined."  I  Cor,  2:  2.  Let  your  zeal  be 
incandescent,  tempered  v.ith  the  equipoise  of  1  Cor. 
13:  4-7.  God  never  miscalculates,  and  He  has  esti- 
mated man  at  the  price  which  emptied  the  Bank  of 
Heaven.  1  Cor.  6:  19,  20,  and  1  Pet.  1:  18  19.  Let 
the  self-sacrfice  OF  God  be  your  inspiration.  "  Em- 
bassadors for  Christ."  "  Co  workers  together  with 
Him."  1  Cor.  5:  20  and  6:  1.  What  higher  aim, 
what  higher  incentive,  what  higher  glory  can  any 
soul  crave?  What  is  God's  highest  and  best  should 
surely  be  high  enough  for  angels  and  men.  Let  the 
old  vision  and  assurance  of  Paul  be  yours:  "  Be  not 
afraid,  but  speak,  and  hold  not  thy  peace;  for  I  am 
with  thee,  and  no  man  shall  set  on  thee  to  hurt  thee  ; 
for  I  have  much  people  in  this  city."  Acts  18: 
9,  10.  Count  on  the  Divine  Faithfulness.  "  I  will 
never  leave  thee,  nor  forsake  thee."  I  Thess.  5:  24, 
and  Heb.  13:  5. 

O  that  we  knew  what  God  is  to  us  in  Christ!     O 

that  we  could  more  fully  apprehend   the  wonderful 

pathos  and  encouragement  of  these    unveiled  yet 

unfathomable  words:  "  Our  Father!  "     O  that  we 

could  see  and  feel  the  value  of  souls  as  revealed  on 

the  Cross!     This  is  possible  only  by  having  "our 

life  hid  with  Christ  in  God,"  keeping  step  with  His 

Providence,  and  constantly   illumined  and  led  by 

His  Holy  Spirit.     Let  this  bold  testimony  ever  ring 

in  your  soul  and  on  your  lips:  "The  Lord  is  my 

Helper,  and  1  will  not  fear  what  man  shall  do  unto 

me:'     Heb.  13:6.    "Redeem  the  time;"  the  work 

is  great,  and  the  hell-tending  influences  are  many 

ghty.     May  the  saints  of   Baltimore  "  with 

le  mind  and  one  mouth  glorify  God,  even  the  Fa- 

er  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ."    Rom.  15:  6.    And 

ay  Acts  4:  33  be  their  daily  experience  and  testi- 

ony.     Accept  my  Christian  salutation  i 

II,  12,  and  Heb.  13:  20,  21. 

Union  Deposit,  Pa. 


mon."     Luke  16:  13.     Our  time  is  too  precious  to 
spend  in  such  fruitless  efforts. 

The  important  thing  for  us  to  decide  is,  Whom 
do  we  love,  our  Heavenly  Father  or  the  world? 
Love  seeks  expression,  and  that  which  we  love  we 
are  inclined  to  imitate.  If  we  follow  the  customs 
and  fashions  of  the  world,  it  is  certain  we  love  the 
world,  therefore  the  love  of  the  Father  cannot  be  in 
us.  If  we  love  the  Brotherhood,  we  will  imitate 
her  ways.  We  cannot  imitate  both  at  the  same 
time.  The  contrast  is  too  great,— as  high  as  the 
heaven  is  above  the  earth.     Isa.  55:  8,  9. 

The  religion  of  Jesus  is  the  highest  profession  we 
can  make.  No  position  in  the  scientific  or  political 
arena  can  equal  it.  The  most  humble  child  of  God 
fills  a  higher  and  more  noble  and  sacred  position 
than  the  President  of  the  United  States.  An  hum- 
ble heart  is  more  likely  to  be  found  in  the  humble 
walks  of  life,  than  in  the  gay  circles  of  society. 

How  lamentable  to  the  pious  and  devoted  ele- 
ment of  the  church,  and  the  angels  of  heaven  as 
well,  to  see  members  of  the  church  come  down  from 
their  high  and  holy  sphere  and  defile  their  holy  pro- 
fession in  the  low  and  degrading  habits  and  fash- 
ions of  a  sin-polluted  world! 

It  is  sad  to  see  members  of  our  beloved  Brother- 
hood show  more  love  for  the  world  than  they  do 
for  the  church.  Their  attire,  conduct,  and  conver- 
sation are  all  worldward.  If  the  salt  have  lost  its 
savor,  it  is  good  for  nothing, — a  striking  type  of  the 
world-loving  professor  of  religion. 

Love  of  the  world  is  the  ruling  element  of  the 
age.  Should  you  run  the  Christendom  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  as  practiced  by  the  popular  church- 
es in  general,  through  the  Gospel  fan,  and  blow  out 
all  the  love  of  the  world,  what  would  be  left?  Alas, 
a  sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  cymbal. 

No  enemy  requires  stronger  guarding  than  the 
love  of  the  world.  Will  we  suffer  our  beloved  Zion 
to  be  swallowed  up  by  the  same  whirlpool  of  de- 
struction, thereby  to  lose  our  identity  and  power,  as 
well  as  our  distinctive  features  as  a  church?  If  we 
do  so,  our  power  is  gone;  reformation  can  only  be 
brought  up  to  the  standard  of  the  means  emrjlovp^ 
If  the  church  is  no  higher,  or  more  pure  than  th^e 
world,  she  cannot  elevate  the  world  to  a  Gospel 
standard;  hence  can  be  of  no  use  in  it. 

Dear  reader,  which  will  you  love,— the  world  or 
the  church?  You  cannot  love  both.  The  church 
you  must  love  in  order  to  have  eternal  life. 


Booth,  Kans. 


OUR  SALVATION. 


BY    HOWARD    MILLER. 


and  1 


1  2  Thess. 


LOVE  NOT  THE  WORLD.— 1  John  : 


Our  text,  written  by  inspiration,  is  pointed,  and 
will  admit  of  no  compromise.  It  is  too  comprehen- 
sive to  be  misunderstood.  We  cannot  love  two  ex- 
treme opposites  at  the  same  time.  That  is  as  im- 
possible as  to  blend  light  and  darkness.  To  try  to 
serve  two  masters  at  the  same  time  is  not  only  hard 
work,  but  will  always  prove  a  failure  in  the  end. 
The  Savior  said,  "  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mam- 


Probably  nine  people  out  of  ten  who  are  capable 
of  forming  an  opinion  on  such  subjects,  would  re- 
ply, if  asked  what  their  salvation  meant,  that  the 
condition  of  future  reward  in  the  world  to  come  was 
the  sum  and  substance  of  it.  With  all  due  deference 
to  this  opinion  I  beg  leave  to  submit  that  the  idea 
involved  in  the  above  is  wrong. 

If,  instead  of  looking  to  some  distant  future  mode 
of  existence  as  the  beginning  of  our  salvation,  we 
regard  it  as  here  and  present,  we  will  come  nearer 
the  truth.  As  we  escape  sin  and  its  consequences 
from  day  to  day  we  are  saved.  Our  salvation  is  not 
a  sum  of  what  we  may  have  in  a  measure  earned  in 
this  life,  but  the  conditions  that  we  bring  about  our- 
selves with  God's  help  while  we  are  here.  When 
we  close  a  day  without  violence  to  any  moral  prin- 
ciple, or  win  a  battle  with  ourselves,  we  are  saved, 
—it  is  our  salvation.  If  we  keep  this  up  a  life-time, 
barring  the  failures  that  necessarily  come  to  us  al  ■ 
that  is  our  salvation,  and  what  we  enter  upon  in  the 
next  world  is  just  what  we  have  fitted  ourselves  f°' 
while  here. 

It  is  more  than  likely  that  we  are  in  the  habit  0 
looking  too  far  away  for  these  things,  of  shrouding 
them  in  the  mystery  ot  phrase  and  tenet  instead  0 
making  a  life-work  cf  them.  Do  our  best  and  it  J 
poorly  done,  yet  if,  after  all  the  trying  and  the  fa>^ 
ing  when  we  come  to  pass  away,  we  can  say  tha 
were  honest  and  earnest  about  it  and  gave  the  pr°P_ 
er  expression  to  it  all,  we  can  safely  leave  our  f 
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3nd  our  shortcomings  to  the  Redeemer  in  the  hope 
0f  the  reward  that  we  have  compassed  by  our  salva- 
tion that  we  have  tried  to  work  out.  There  is  lit- 
tle of  theology  in  all  this  view,  but  as  I  know  hu- 
man nature  and  as  I  read  the  promise  it  is  about  all 
that  there  is  to  it  when  the  story  has  been  told  to 
the  end  and  the  book  is  closed. 
Lewisburg,  Pa. 

THE  POWER  OF  EXAMPLE. 

BY  JOHN   W.   ROYER. 

Our  Savior's  own  language  gives  us  the  impor- 
tance of  a  proper  example:  "  Let  your  light  so 
shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven." 
He  does  not  say  emphatically,  Let  the  light  of  a 
true  religion  burn  within  your  breast,  to  animate 
your  zeal  and  diligence,  in  working  out  your  own 
salvation,— that  is  taken  for  granted;  but  let  it  so 
shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  its  palpable  re- 
sults in  your  godly  and  Christian  lives,  and  give 
glory  to  God  for  having  imparted  to  mankind  a 
true  and  efficacious  religion;  that  so  they  may  be 
led  to  consider  its  claims,  and  submit  to  its  authori- 
ty themselves.  Thus  will  God  be  glorified,  not  only 
in  your  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ,  but  in  the 
conversion  of  others  by  the  agency  of  your  exam- 
ple. The  same  principle  is  insisted  upon  by  the 
apostles,  who  desired  that  others  should  be  follow- 
ers of  them,  even  as  they  were  followers  of 
Christ,  and  that  every  one  who  followed  them 
should  be  a  guide  and  pattern  to  others.  Every 
man  should  walk  and  converse  under  a  sense  of  the 
obligation  laid  upon  him,  not  only  to  hold  fast  the 
truth,  and  embody  it  in  his  practice,  with  a  view  to 
his  own  eternal  welfare,  but  to  win  over  others  to 
this  great  salvation;  and  to  have  respect  to  edifi 
cation  in  the  whole  of  his  outward  actions  and  de- 
corum, "  that  God  in  all  things  might  be  glorified, 
through  Jesus  Christ."     1  Pet.  4:  It. 

Such  is  the  meaning)  of  Peter,  when  he  urges  up. 
on  the  Christians  of  Asia, — as  a  motive  to  diligence 
and  circumspectness  in  their  conversation, — that 
they  were  living  amongst  unbelievers.  These,  says 
the  apostle, ''by  your  good  works  which  they  shall 
behold,  may  glorify  God  in  the  day  of  visitation." 
1  Pet.  2:  12.  They  may  be  gained  over  to  th 
knowledge  and  acceptance  of  that  truth  whereby 
men  may  glorify  God. 

Again;  Paul  declares  to  the  Christians  at  Corinth 
the  care  which  he  himself  had  used,  to  "provide  for 
honest  things,  not  only  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
but  also  in  the  sight  of  men  (2  Cor.  8:  21),  and  e 
horts  those  at  Rome  to  "provide  things  honest 
the  sight  of  all  men."     Rom.  12:  17. 

Why  is  all  this?  These  apostles  were  deeply 
sensible  of  the  powerful  influence  exerted  by  the 
personal  example  of  professors,  in  swaying 
minds  of  others  to  embrace  or  reject  the  principles 
which  they  profess;  and  in  how  great  a  degree  th 
diffusion  and  growth  of  Christianity  would  depend 
upon  the  consistent  and  exemplary  walks  of  its  ad- 
herents. 

If  this  was  the  case  in  the  age  of  the  apostles, 
when  the  mighty  energies  of  the  Spirit  were  visibly 
put  forth  to  sow  the  good  seed,  to  watch  over  the 
process  of  its  development,  to  root  it  firmly  in  the 
soil,  and  to  rear  it  to  the  majestic  dimensions  of  a 
free,  under  the  shadow  of  whose  branches  all  na- 
t'ons  might  take  shelter;  of  no  less  importance, 
surely,  is  Christian  example  as  an  instrument  of 
conversion  or  edification  in  these  latter  days  of  the 
church,  when  the  cause  of  the  Gospel  is  left  to  the 
ordinary  means  and  resources  of  human  agency, 
a'ded  and  blessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  proportion 
'o  the  zeal  and  fidelity  with  which  those  means  are 
used. 

Think  of  it,  dear  reader,  you  may  be  unconscious- 
V  shedding  your  light,  by  your  upright  walk  and 
chaste  conversation!  In  how  many  instances  is  the 
fo'ce  of  Christian  example  the  first  means  by  which 
tnc  Holy  Spirit  opens  a  door  for  the  admission  of 
S'ace  and  truth  into  the  hard  or  careless  heartl 
H°w  many  a  sinner  has  been  awakened  and  soft- 


ened by  the  exercise  of  those  graces,  of  which  he 
had  no  conception  till  he  saw  them  exemplified  in 
their  effects!    The  value  and  efficacy  of  an  exem- 
plary conversation  are  perhaps  rendered  most  ap- 
parent by  being  placed  in  contrast  with  the  evils 
which  result  from  an  opposite  conduct.     Example 
is  a  powerful  agent  for  evil  as  well  as  for  good;  and, 
unhappily,  more  powerful  for  evil  than  for  good; 
for  in  one  case  it  has  all  the  passions  of  the  nat- 
ural man  for  its  allies;  in  the  other,  for  its  oppo- 
nents.    Examples  of  eminent  piety  and  goodness 
are  reluctantly  noticed  and  negligently   imitated; 
but  examples  which  seem  to  recommend  or  justify 
things  forbidden  in  the  Word  of  God,  are  eagerly 
sought  and  readily  copied. 
A  good  example  will  probably  influence  at  least 
few  to  consider  their  ways  and  turn  their  thoughts 
to  religion;  but  an  evil  example  will  be  sure  to  con- 
firm many  in  their  sinful  thoughts  and  practices; 
and  is  likely  to  shake,  perhaps  to  shipwreck,  the 
fluctuating  principles  of  some,  whose  faith  is  imper- 
fect and  half-formed.     It  is  this  sin  against  the  hon- 
or of  God  and  the  dearest  interests  of  our  Brethren 
that  was  so  emphatically  condemned  by  our  blessed 
Lord  under  the  name  of  offenses:  "Woe  unto  the 
world  because  of  offences!  for  it  must  needs  be  that 
offences  come;  but  woe  to  that  man  by  whom  the 
offence  cometh!  "     Matt.  18:  7.    Woe  to  him  who, 
by  the  pernicious  influence  of  an  ungodly  example, 
casts  a  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  his  brethren, 
who  are  walking,  with  doubtful,  trembling   steps, 
along  the  narrow  path  that  leads  to  eternal  life! 
Woe  to  him!  for  their  ruin  and  apostasy  shall  be 
laid  at  the  door  of  him  who  caused  it.     "  Whoso 
shall  offend  one  of  these  little  ones  which  believe  in 
me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a  millstone  were 
hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were  drowned  ir 
the  depth  of  the  sea."     Matt.  18:  6.     If  an  improp 
er  example  causes  such  sad  results,   how   careful 
should  we  live! 
York,  Pa. 


EVIL  OF  APOLOGIES,  ETC.,  BY  MINISTERS. 

BY   N.   J.  BRUBAKER. 


As  it  was  said  to  Moses  at  the  burning  bush,  so  it 
can  well  be  said  to  every  minister  of  God,  "The 
place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground."  The 
Holy  Bible  is  his  constant  vantage  ground  and  im- 
pregnable rock  of  ages.  He  is  commissioned  by 
authority  of  high  heaven.  His  daily  rations  come 
from  God's  exhaustless  bounties  and  his  drink  is 
from  the  eternal  fountain.  The  Son  of  God  is  his 
constant  counsellor  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  his  con- 
stant comfort.  Thus  commissioned,  guided,  and 
sustained  he  goes  forth  in  the  supreme  cause  of  the 
universe  with  a  strong  hand,  unrelenting  against  the 
sinner,  but  with  bowels  of  compassion  for  the  peni- 
tent. 

With  this  view  of  the  minister  it  is  clearly  mani- 
fest that  apologies  are  inconsistent  with  his  holy 
calling.  What  is  an  apology?  Following  the  anal- 
ogy of  the  general  it  may  be  defined  in  this  manner: 
It  is  the  general  asking  a  furlough  at  the  time  of  bat- 
tle, or  the  soldier  taking  off  his  armor  to  patch  it 
in  the  hour  of  attack,  or  the  garrison  showing  the 
weak  places  of  the  fortification  to  their  enemy,  thus 
discouraging  those  within  and  encouraging  the  ene- 
mies without.  Such  a  course  in  carnal  warfare 
would  lead  to  disastrous  failure,  yet,  in  the  church 
militant,  there  are  some  who  frequently  take  this 
very  hazardous  course. 

Sincere  apologies  are  generally  confessions  of 
blunder.  While  it  is  good  for  the  minister  to  con- 
fess his  faults  at  the  proper  time  and  place,  it  seems 
that  to  make  an  apology  in  the  pulpit  is  but  to 
doubly  emphasize  his  weakness.  If  he  be  really 
weak,  this  will  appear,  it  could  not  easily  be  hid;  if 
not  really  weak,  his  apology  betrays  him.  Take 
the  man  who  says,  "  I  am  too  ill  to  talk  this  morn- 
ing," and. yet  consumes  an  entire  hour.  To  man 
such  an  apology  is  a  transparent  cloak,  how  much 
more  so  to  God!  The  sincere  apology,  at  best,  is 
an  excuse  for  not  doing  what  could  reasonably  be 
expected.  If  one  does  what  is  reasonably  expected 
of  him,  he  need  not  think  of  an  apology,  and  who, 


more  than  a  minister,  should  do  his  reasonable  scrv- 
Of  all  men  he  is  most  expected  to  do  his  best 
because  he  is  a  servant  of  the  Most  High,  bearing 
to  perishing  souls  the  water  of  eternal  life. 

The  insincere  apology  is  but  a  manner  of  boasting 
one's  self  and  is  consistent  only  with  the  hypo- 
ite.  It  would  fain  keep  up  one's  reputation,  as  a 
an  of  ability,  by  pretending  that  the  present  weak- 
ness or  shortcoming  is  due  to  unavoidable  hindranc- 
It  pleads  sickness,  lack  of  time,  home  duties, 
in  default  of  thorough-going,  ardent,  sincere 
earnestness. 

The  apology  is  so  frequently  filled  with  self-ex- 
altation or  self-exoneration  that  it  can  not  tend 
toward  edification.  If  it  is  sincere  it  savors  too 
much  of  negligence,  and  if  insincere  it  is  a  vain  pre- 
tense. 

The  effects  of  apology-making  are  very  detrimen- 
tal to  the  minister  himself.  It  is  a  habit  easily 
formed  but  broken  with  difficulty.  The  apologist 
promises  much  but  does  little.  Like  one  who  of- 
ten evades  his  creditors  he  readily  assumes  obliga- 
tions with  but  little  expectation  of  meeting  them. 
Nothing  can  sooner  weaken  the  minister's  sense  of 
responsibility  than  his  habitual  apology.  If  cir- 
cumstances are  not  favorable  for  him  to  meet  his 
obligations,  he  at  once  prepares  to  excuse  himself 
rather  than  to  overcome  the  difficulties  and  meet 
his  obligations.  Indeed,  judging  from  some  apolo- 
gies that  are  sometimes  heard,  one  would  think 
that  more  time  is  spent  in  preparing  them,  than 
would  be  required  to  do  the  duty  omitted. 

Not  only  does  it  weaken  one's  sense  of  responsi- 
bility, but  it  also  weakens  one's  real  powers.  In 
fact,  it  is  a  burying  of  talents,  not  in  a  napkin  but 
in  an  apology,  and,  since  this  hiding  of  talents  may 
be  so  unconsciously  done,  it  is  all  the  more  danger- 
ous. What  can  be  thought  of  an  ambassador  for 
Christ  who  must  needs  offer  some  excuse  as  a  pre- 
face to  every  message  he  delivers?  A  business 
man  would  not  keep  in  his  employ  one  who  fre- 
quently must  apologize.  Throughout  the  world  of 
social  industry  the  man  who  is  ever  ready,  without 
excuse,  is  the  man  of  respect  and  success  while  the 
other  is  always  a  failure. 

But  that  apologies  injure  the  minister  is  only  a 
small  part  of  the  truth.  Since  he  is  the  shepherd 
of  the  flock,  the  evil  effects  not  only  injure  himself 
but  the  entire  congregation  to  whom  he  preaches. 
What  does  he  promise  them?  What  has  he  a  right 
to  expect  from  them?  Perhaps  his  congregation 
is  small  and  he  attributes  this  to  causes  over  which 
he  has  no  control.  He  does  not  stop  to  think  that 
neglect  begets  neglect,  that  his  frequent  indiffer- 
ence and  regular  apology  has  become  contagious. 
In  his  apologetic  attitude  he  points  to  the  Savior 
of  the  world  and  just  as  languidly  the  congregation 
reply,  by  their  actions,  that  a  Savior  who  can  not 
awaken  to  earnestness  his  embassadors  is  not  the 
Savior  for  them.  Under  no  circumstances  should 
the  minister  allow  his  remarks  to  imply  that  he  is 
luke-warm  or  slothful,  but,  in  view  of  the  sacred  ob- 
ligations placed  upon  him,  he  should  be  imbued 
with  fervent  zeal  and  unflinching  devotion,  for  as  a 
fountain  can  not  rise  higher  than  its  source,  so  the 
hearers  will  not  be  aroused  to  earnestness  unless 
the  minister  be  in  earnest  himself. 

A  minister  rising  to  preach,  at  a  regularly-ap- 
pointed service,  began  by  saying,  "  I  don't  know 
that  I  have  anything  special  to  say,  but  I  will  call 
your  attention  to  a  certain  Scripture."  Imagine,  if 
you  can,  the  effect  of  such  a  statement  on  a  congre- 
gation who  had  assembled  to  hear  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel!  The  meeting  has  been  announced. 
The  people  have  been  invited  to  come.  They 
come,  hoping  to  hear  the  Word  of  God  expounded 
by  one  of  God's  messengers.  But  the  first  line  of 
the  message  is  prefaced  by  announcing  that  there 
is  nothing  special  to  say.  Could  he  expect  atten- 
tion to  something  unimportant?  Could  he  expect 
reverence  when  he  thus  showed  irreverence  to  his 
God  and  to  his  message?  If  it  were  nothing  spe- 
cial why  would  God  want  it  told  or  why  would 
man  want  to  hear  it?  Could  he  impress  the  reality 
of  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  God's  Word  by  allowing  a  day  to  pass  in 
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great,  too  just  ; 


rith  full  ; 


such  half-hearted  service?    Such  preaching  might 
fill  the  appointment  but  it  will  empty  the  pews. 

Another  minister,  before  beginning  his  sermon, 
said,  "  I  was  in  hopes  there  might  be  some  one  here 
to  take  my  turn."  But  it  happened  that  he  had  to 
own  turn  and  that  without  an  earnest  mes- 
n  God's  Word.  While  he  filled  his  turn 
lavored  to  lead  his  hearers  to  a  fuller  con- 
1  to  Christian  duties,  his  own  manifest  lack 
of  devotion  to  the  cause  betrayed  his  indifference. 
People  are  not  justified  in  tolerating  such  indiffer- 
ence in  the  sanctuary.  If  they  do  tolerate  it  they 
are  likely  to  become  indifferent  themselves.  They 
certainly  cannot  thoughtfully  and  prayerfully  ap- 
prove of  such  negligence  in  the  name  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion.  Neither  should  they  be  subjects  of 
censure  for  remaining  away  from  such  apologetic 
services.  They  could  scarcely  interpret  such  serv- 
ices in  anyother  light  than  as  an  offense  to  their  own 
intelligence,  an  unpardonable  disappointment  to 
themselves  and  a  grievous  offense  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
But  if  the  people  find  apologies  so  objectionable 
and  irreverent  how  will  they  appear  to  God? 
Surely  they  do  not  honor  and  praise  him.  They 
are  directly  opposed  to  his  will  and  purpose  and  a 
reflection  upon  his  authority.  His  cause  is  too 
ind  too  precious  to  allow  even  the 
eakness,  for  he  sends  his  ministers 
thority,  equipped  with  wisdom  from 
above,  and  directed  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Commis- 
sioned by  such  authority,  guided  by  such  a  spirit, 
the  minister  of  God  should  press  on  in  his  duty, 
doing  'he  best  he  can,  unwilling  to  betray  his  trust 
and  put  to  none  effect  the  promises  of  God  by  in- 
dulging in  excuses  and  apologies. 

In  regard  to  another  phase  of  this  subject, — un- 
necessary words  and  phrases, — no  argument  is 
needed  to  show  their  impropriety.  The  use  of 
such  words  is  more  prevalent  than  would  appear, 
because  it  is  almost  unconsciously  done.  Unneces- 
sary phrases  are  always  a  positive  detriment  to  the 
sermon.  They  invariably  detract  from  the  thought 
presented  and  sometimes  are  even  suggestive  of 
light  thoughts  in  the  mind  of  the  hearer.  There 
are  often  light-minded  persons  in  the  congregation 
who  are  ready  to  take  up  such  words  and  phrases 
and  use  them  as  by-words  among  themselves. 
Frequently,  by  such  persons,  ministers  are  charac- 
terized by  their  by-words  and  slang-phrases.  If 
ministers  would  know  to  what  extent  this  is  done 
:  every  precaution  to  avoid 
occasion  for  this.  How 
ould  be  to  find  their  hear- 
ers taking  up  and  using  in  sacred  assemblies  some 
of  the  slang  that  they  themselves  use. 

Now  what  is  herein  said  is  said  not  in  the  spirit 
of  criticism  or  fault-finding,  but  in  the  spirit  of  him 
who  says,  "  Preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature, 
and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world."  Let  each  minister  consider  how  sorry  he 
would  feel  to  know  that  Christ  is  with  him  when  he 
is  making  some  vain  apology,  or  using  language 
not  in  keeping  with  the  sacredness  of  his  office. 
Girard,  III. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY. 

BY  JOHN  G.  SCHMIDT. 

The  office  of  the  Christian  ministry  is  the  most 
important  of  any  trust  that  can  be  placed  on  man. 
The  fitness  for  this  office,  to  make  it  efficient  and 
effective  in  its  mission,  has  many  peculiarities  con- 
nected with  it.  Those  accepting  the  trust  to  which 
they  are  called  will  find  it  necessary  to  adapt 
themselves  to  their  situation,  and  learn  to  bear 
many  things  that  men,  outside  of  Christ's  service, 
would  pronounce  hard  to  endure.  This  is  not  be- 
cause they  are  not  by  nature  entitled  to  all  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  life,  but  because  of  the 
necessity  of  keeping  the  sacred  trust  above  the  re- 
proach that  the  sin-loving  world  ever  seeks  to  bring 
upon  it.  There  are  peculiar  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  reaching  and  winning,  to  a  higher  plane  of  spirit- 
ual life,  people  from  the  various  ranks  of  social  life. 

It  is  an  imperative  necessity  to  be  willing  to 
spend  and  be  spent  for  the  good  that  we  can  do, 


they  would  doubtles: 
giving  the    people 
shocked  some  of  the 


While  it  is  entirely  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the 
New  Testament  teachings  that  the  minister  of  the 
Gospel  is  entitled  to  that  aid  that  will  keep  want 
from  his  door  when  his  fellow  brethren  have  the 
means  to  contribute,  he  must  be  careful  that  what- 
ever help  he  gets  is  the  result  of  whole-souled  love 
and  true  sympathy. 

It  is  not  consistent  with  the  revealed  will  of  God 
that  the  minister  should  sacrifice  his  time  or  means 
of  sustenance  so  far  that  his  family  come  to  want, 
if  he  have  one.  It  is  clearly  his  duty  to  provide 
for  his  family  first,  and  do  in  the  Lord's  cause  what 
he  can  above  this.  Any  church  can  ask  the  service 
of  a  minister  from  a  distance  with  consistency  only 
by  offering  him  whatever  is  necessary  to  keep  his 
means  of  sustenance  in  a  prosperous  condition  dur- 
ing his  absence,  and  enough  more  10  cover  travel- 
ing expenses.  Furthermore,  while  it  is  clear  that 
the  minister  should  be  reasonably  supported, 
it  is  also  evident,  with  certain  exceptions,  that  an 
energetic  minister  can  do  a  large  amount  of 
preaching,  and  be  self-supporting  at  the  same 
time.  In  so  doing  he  comes  in  close  touch  with 
many  affairs  of  life  from  which  to  draw  practical 
illustrations  which  he  can  use  to  good  effect  in  his 
preaching,  besides  he  will  gain  the  unbounded  con- 
fidence of  his  flock  and  of  the  world  if  he  can  cope 
with  the  realities  of  life  and  yet  be  a  man  of  clean 
hands  and  a  pure  heart.  The  apostle  Paul  was  a 
man  of  this  type,  the  model  preacher  of  all  ages, 
and  Christianity  needs  just  such  preachers  as  Paul 
to-day.  Let  us  learn  a  lesson  from  the  results  of 
the  money-seeking,  popular  ministry  of  the  day, 
and  always  be  in  readiness  to  preach  the  Gospel 
practically  free. 

A  STRANGE  INCIDENT. 

BY  J    H    MILLER. 

Many  years  ago,  during  the  war,  two  brethren 
were  drafted  who  had  joined  church  only  a  short 
time  before  the  draft.  Those  two  brethren  ex- 
pected to  pay  the  commutation  money  of  S300, 
and  be  released,  as  many  other  men  who  were 
drafted,  but,  to  their  sorrow,  this  was  denied  them 
by  the  officer,  who  told  them  "  they  joined  church 
to  evade  the  draft  and  they  could  not  be  released." 

The  two  brethren  felt  sad.  They  were  forced  to 
go  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  were  placed  in  the 
urrence  caused  the 
to  be  moved,  and 
heir  behalf.  Finally 
two  brethren,  F.  P. 
Loehrand  Stephen  E.  Miller  (both  of  whom  have 
gone  to  their  long  home),  to  Indianapolis,  to  see 
the  governor,  and,  if  possible,  to  rescue  the  two 
young  brethren.  Oliver  P.  Morton  was  governor 
of  Indiana  at  that  time.  The  two  ministers,  who 
were  sent  to  see  the  governor,  had  no  trouble  to 
gain  an  admittance. 

When  they  appeared  before  the  governor,  he 
asked  them  what  was  wanting.  The  matter  was 
fully  explained,  and  Mr.  Morton  asked  a  number 
of  questions  as  follows: 

1.  "  You  say  the  church  to  which  you  belong  is 
opposed  to  war,  and  will  not  bear  arms.  I  would 
like  to  have  you  give  me  a  Gospel  reason."  This 
was  done. 

2.  "You  people  claim  to  have  conscientious 
scruples  in  not  going  to  war.  Do  you  go  to  the 
polls  and  vote?  " 

This  question  was  a  difficult  one  to  answer.  The 
Brethren  said,  "  Our  advice  to  our  members  is,  not 
to  go,  but  a  few  do  go." 

The  governor  then  asked  them,  "  How  can  you 
go  to  the  polls  and  vote,  helping  a  man  into  office, 
and  when  he  gets  into  trouble  and  calls  on  you  to 
help  him  out  of  trouble,  to  then  claim  that  you  are 
opposed  to  war?  " 

This  was  a  hard  question  to  answer.  Finally  the 
governor  released  the  two  brethren  by  them  pay- 
ing the  S300,  as  prescribed  by  Government. 

When  they  came  to  the  fair  ground,  in  which  the 
drafted  soldiers  were  held,  the  two  ministers 
walked  out  to  the  gate  that  opened  the  way. 
When  they  came  near,  they  saw  a  crowd  of  people 
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there,— men  who  had  brought  substitutes  in  order 
to  have  their  friends  released. 

Those  two  ministers  stood  about  two  hundred 
feet  from  the  gate,  waiting  patiently  for  their  turn. 
After  standing  there  for  one  hour  or  more,  the  of- 
ficer in  charge  of  the  gate  beckoned  for  them  to 
walk  up  to  him.  They  were  slow  to  move.  Final- 
ly the  officer  called  out,  "You  two  men  on  the 
hill;  if  you  want  to  get  in  here,  move  this  way." 
Meanwhile  he  told  those  near  the  door:  "You 
open  the  way  for  those  two  men."  They  walked 
up,  presenting  the  paper  from  the  governor,  to 
which  the  officer  freely  consented,  "You  go  in  and 
find  your  men."  These  two  ministers  found  the 
two  young  brethren,  after  hunting  for  several 
hours,  as  there  were  many  thousand  soldiers  there. 

Those  brethren  were  off  to  one  side,  engaged  in 
deep  meditation  and  prayer.  Oh  what  joy  to  these 
babes  in  Christ,  when  they  saw  those  spiritual  ad- 
visers come  to  redeem  them!  Those  four  brethren 
were  soon  walking  towards  the  gate.  The  money 
was  paid  over  and  all  four  walked  out  as  free  men. 

If  the  governor  then  thought  it  best,  not  to  mix 
with  politics,  will  it  do  for  God's  people  to  mix 
with  the  world  so  much  now? 

Goshen,  Ind 

THE  MISSING  LINK. 


BY  J.  W    CLINE. 

The  train  stood  at  the  station  in  perfect  readi- 
ness for  starting,  and  repeated  calls  had  been  given 
that  the  time  for  the  departure  was  at  hand. 

The  passengers  were  busy  getting  their  seats,  and 
arranging  themselves  comfortably  for  the  long 
journey,  while  quite  a  number  tarried  until  the  "  last 
minute,"  talking  to  friends.  Believing  there  was 
still  "plenty  of  time,"  in  their  great  haste  they 
rushed  into  the  car  that  stood  nearest.  It  stood  on 
the  same  track  and  seemed  bound  for  the  same 
destination,  but  this  car  was  uncoupled  from  the 
moving  train  and  it  was  left  standing. 

There  are  many  people  in  the  world  at  this  very 
hour  who  are  making  this  same  mistake. — for  pfp'- 
nity.  Unless  they  immediately  "change  cars,"  and 
take  one  that  has  connection  with  the  engine  in  front, 
they  will  be  sadly  left  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

What  a  sad  mistake  to  take  the  wrong  car  in  a 
railroad  station!  It  is,  indeed,  much  worse  for  peo- 
ple to  mistake  profession  for  conversion. 

Cars  of  Formality,  Morality,  Church  Mem- 
bership, and  many  others,  stand  near  the  heaven- 
bound  train,  loaded  with  passengers,  but  they  are 
not  connected  with  Christ. 

There  are  many  in  the  church  to-day  who  claim 
to  have  been  born  again  and  yet  they  have  not  the 
"gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

We  should  search  and  see  whom  we  are  trusting 
for  our  soul's  salvation.  A  mistake  at  this  point  is 
indeed  fatal.  How  can  we,  who  realize  our  duty 
and  responsibility  to  God,  stand  idly  waiting  when 
the  world  is  in  darkness  before  us?  Let  us  not  tar- 
ry until  the  "  last  moment,"  as  did  the  passengers 
at  the  station,  and  then  enter  the  standing  car. 

Liverpool,  England, 


CHURCH  SUPERVISION. 


We  can  not  see  how  the  organization  of  our 
church  can  be  improved.  The  division  of  our 
Brotherhood  into  State  Districts  and  congrega- 
tions, and  the  representation  of  each  at  our  Gener- 
al Conference,  embraces  the  best  principles  of  all 
human  government  discovered  and  tested  by  l°n6 
experience.  We  believe,  however,  that  we  can  still 
improve  our  church  supervision  in  some  of  the  de- 
tails and  bring  it  more  in  harmony  with  the  princi- 
ples we  profess  as  a  religious  body. 

Beginning  with  our  General  Conference  meetings, 
we  believe  some  improvements  could  be  made  to 
harmonize  them  more  with  our  established  princi- 
ples. For  example,  we  advised  our  members  not 
to  attend  the  Columbian  Exposition,  where  were 
exhibited  the  products  from  the  various  countries 
of  the  world,  yet,  somehow,  we  allowed  an  expo- 
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sition  on  a  smaller  scale,  of  the  products  from  a 
number  of  States  of  the  Union,  right  on  the  Con- 
ference grounds.  I  have  heard  some  criticisms  on 
this  point  from  some  of  our  members  who  thought 
if  the  Savior  had  come  to  our  Conference  as  he 
came  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  he  might  have 
said:  "Take  these  things  hence."  "  Make  not  my 
house  a  house  of  merchandise."  It  is  a  question 
with  some  whether  we  are  consistent  in  advising 
members  to  stay  away  from  places  where  mineral 
and  agricultural  exhibits  are  made  and  then  allow 
those  or  similar  exhibits  to  be  made  on  the  grounds 
at  times  of  our  Annual  Conference. 

While  we  condemn  church  festivals  and  bazaars, 
are  we  not  giving  the  popular  church  an  opportuni- 
ty to  point  to  us  as  having  something  similar?  I 
believe  that  petitions  from  churches,  through  Dis- 
trict Meetings,  requesting  that  such  things  should 
no  more  be  allowed,  would  be  all  that  would  be 
needed  to  correct  this  evil. 

We,  as  a  church,  have  professed  to  support  all 
our  missionary,  church,  and  charitable  enterprises 
by  voluntary  contributions  from  members  and  such 
others  as  felt  like  aiding  us,  and  we  have  criticised 
popular  churches  for  their  various  methods  of  ex- 
tracting money  from  outsiders  to  aid  them  in  sup- 
porting their  churches.  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  with 
some  of  our  members  whether  it  is  right  and  expe- 
dient to  tax  railroads  and  cities  where  our  Confer- 
ences are  held,  to  pay  a  liberal  contribution  into 
the  church  treasury.  To  some  this  looks  too  much 
like  the  popular  method  of  raising  money  for  the 
Lord's  work,  and  taking  the  world  into  partnership 
to  do  so.  A  hint  to  the  wise  on  this  point  will  be 
sufficient.  As  the  supervision  of  these  things  is 
entrusted  to  the  hands  of  Committees,  appointed  by 
State  Districts,  any  irregularity,  is  attributable  to 
such  Committees,  but  a  more  generous  supervision 
on  the  part  of  Annual  Conference  would  no  doubt 
be  wholesome. 

The  supervision  of  the  District  seems  to  give 
-saooral  satisfaction.  1  It  has  been  a  powerful  factor 
to  sift  work  and  reduce  it,  which  otherwise  would 
have  fallen  on  General  Conference.  We  have  nev- 
er heard  of  any  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  the 
manner  in  which  District  Meetings  are  conducted 
and  have  no  suggestions  to  offer  concerning  them. 

The  supervision  of  the  congregation  is  perhaps 
the  most  important  of  all.  In  the  congregation 
arise  all  the  queries  that  come  before  District  and 
Annual  Meeting.  The  congregations  are  the  units 
which  compose  the  District  and  General  Conferen- 
ces. A  mistake  in  congregational  supervision  is 
far  reaching.  "  If  one  member  suffer,  all  the  mem- 
bers suffer  with  it." 

The  principal  burden  of  supervision  in  a  church 
rests  upon  the  elder.  Upon  his  wisdom  and  skill 
largely  depends  the  welfare  of  the  church.  He 
must  look  after  the  spiritual  wants  of  every  mem- 
ber. Among  the  defects  in  church  government  we 
may  name  the  following: 

I.  Too  many  churches  under1  the  care  of  one  elder. 
Some  elders  have  more  churches  in  charge  than 
they  can  care  for.  If  possible  there  should  be  a  res- 
ident elder  or  pastor  in  every  congregation.  Paul 
and  Barnabas  "  ordained  them  elders  in  every 
church,"  Acts  14:  23,  and  Titus  was  instructed  to 
oo  the  same  thing,  Tit.  1:  5.  I  fear  we  are  not 
as  careful  on  this  point  as  some  of  our  aged  elders 
were.  If  there  is  a  minister  in  the  second  degree 
in  a  congregation,  and  has  not  all  the  qualifications 
desired,  let  the  elders  of  the  District  inform  him  of 
what  he  is  lacking,  and  give  him  a  chance  to  pre- 
pare himself  for  his  work,  or  let  the  adjoining 
elders  instruct  and  assist  him  to  do  so,  and,  when 
qualified,  ordain  him.  We  fail  to  see  the  propriety 
°f  an  elder  having  the  oversight  of  a  congregation 
'n  which  he  does  not  reside,  when  that  congrega- 
tion has  from  four  to  six  elders,  some  of  whom 
nave  also  the  oversight  of  churches  in  which  they 
do  not  reside.  The  evil  of  such  an  arrangement  is, 
'hat  the  elder  in  charge  neglects  to  visit  the  church 
having  elders  in  it  and  over  which  he  has  the  over- 
sight, and  the  resident  elders,  not  having  the  over- 
sight, feel  a  delicacy  to  take  hold  of  work  which 
the  churrh    k„   ™t  entrusted   to  them.     Between  I 
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charge,  and 
the  church  work  is  neglected,  and  the  church  is 
worse  off  than  if  it  had  no  elder  at  all.  The  reme- 
dy would  be  that,  as  soon  as  one  or  more  elders 
come  into  a  congregation,  for  him  to  lay  down  his 
charge  and  insist  on  the  church  to  select  one  of  the 
resident  elders  to  take  the  oversight.  This  would 
prepare  the  way  to  have  the  church's  interest 
looked  after,  and  screen  the  elder  resigning  from 
the  charge  of  being  ambitious. 

2.  Elders'  lack  of  interest  in  their  work. 
"  Feed  the  flock  of  God  which  is  among  you,  tak- 
ing the  oversight  thereof,  not  by  constraint,  but 
willingly."  1  Pet.  5:  2.  Churches  sometimes  suf- 
fer because  of  the  indifference  of  the  elder  to  his 
duty.  He  may  accept  the  office  and  the  honors, 
but  shun  his  duties.  If  he  were  to  neglect  his  tem- 
poral duties  as  he  does  his  spiritual,  he  would  soon 
become  bankrupt  The  best  elder  we  ever  knew 
looked  after  the  spiritual  wants  of  each  member  of 
his  congregation.  If  a  member  was  absent  from 
church  twice  in  succession,  he  would  say,  "That 
member  must  be  sick,  either  physically  or  spiritual- 
ly, and  in  either  case  he  ought  to  be  visited."  If  a 
young  member  was  disposed  to  lean  toward  the 
world,  he  sought  to  have  some  divine  influences  ex- 
erted over  him,  to  counterbalance  the  evil.  If  any 
member  was  poor,  he  would  show  special  regard 
for  that  one,  saying:  "  Those  members  of  the  body 
which  we  think  to  be  less  honorable,  upon  these  we 
bestow  more  abundant  honor."     I  Cor.  12:  23. 

3.  Want  of  proper  care  of  new  converts. 
It  is  an  error  to  receive  young  members  into  the 

church  and  then  demand  of  them  as  much  work  as 
we  do  of  older  members.  Babes  in  Christ,  like  all 
other  babes,  need  special  attention  and  a  plentiful 
supply  of  "  the  sincere  milk  of  the  Word."  Young 
members  come  in  contact  with  their  old  associates, 
and,  without  proper  religious  care,  they  may  grad- 
ually be  won  back  to  the  world  again.  It  is  pain- 
ful, and  enough  to  make  angels  weep,  if  they  can, 
to  see  some  ,of  our  best  and  most  devoted  young 
members  slighted  by  older  members  and  not  en- 
couraged by  the  elder  until  they  become  discour- 
aged and  at  last  yield  to  the  ensnaring  influences  of 
the  world  and  drift  down  the  channel  of  destruc- 
tion. Who  will  answer  for  them  at  the  great  judg- 
ment day,  if  not  the  elder? 

4.  Lack  of  system  in  governing. 

The  success  of  a  church,  like  that  of  an  army,  de- 
pends on  good  generalship.  It  is  not  necessary  or 
possible  for  the  chief  commander  to  be  everywhere 
present,  or  to  do  the  work  of  the  army  himself.  It 
is  his  business  to  have  a  well-matured  plan  of  oper- 
ation and  then  see  that  every  part  of  the  army 
works  up  to  it. 

This  plan  is  generally  best  laid  by  the  aid  of  his 
subordinate  officers,— the  ministers  and  deacons. 
Accord  among  the  church  officials  is  as  effective  as 
discord  among  them  is  destructive.  This  necessi- 
tates frequent  meetings  for  consultation  by  the  eld- 
er with  the  other  officials,  say  once  a  month,  and 
on  all  special  occasions  when  necessary. 

The  work  of  preaching  should  be  distributed 
among  the  ministers,  and  each  should  know  when 
and  where  to  preach  and  be  held  responsible  for  the 
work  and  the  success,  and  if  there  are  not  appoint- 
ments enough  for  each  preacher  to  preach  once  ev- 
ery Sunday,  new  preaching  places  should  be  se- 
lected. No  minister  should  let  the  Sword  of  the 
Spirit  rest  by  his  side. 

Deacons  should  have  their  work  distributed 
among  them,  as  well  as  the  ministers,  and  be  held 
responsible  for  it.  The  care  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  members  should  be  entrusted  to  them, 
as  the  members  of  a  Sunday  school  are  en- 
trusted to  the  several  teachers.  It  should  be 
their  business  to  see  that  every  member  be  pres- 
ent at  the  Communion,  unless  sickness  prevents. 
They  should  further  see  that  each  member 
assigned  them  be  present  at  each  church  meeting, 
and  when  not  present  ascertain  the  cause,  and,  if 
necessary,  inform  the  elder.  If  there  are  obstacles 
in  the  way,  let  the  elder  and  deacons  try  to  remove 
it;  if  not  able,  consult  with  the  officials  and  try 
again;  if  this  fails  have  a  council  of  the  church  and 


let  it  try.  Under  no  circumstances  let  any  "  root 
of  bitterness  "  spring  up  in  the  church.  Entire  con- 
gregations have  been  ruined  by  lack  of  systematic 
attention  and  by  letting  small  difficulties  grow  un- 
til they  could  no  longer  be  controlled. 

Through  the  deacons  and  deaconesses,  the  elder 
should  know  the  spiritual  condition  of  every  mem- 
ber in  the  church,  and  attend  to  every  one  as  soon 
as  there  is  a  tendency  to  wander  away.  It  was  by 
such  a  system  that  one  of  the  most  successful  min- 
isters in  England  kept  in  touch  with  the  six  thou- 
sand members  of  his  congregation  and  prevented 
discord  from  arising  among  them,  while  work  was 
afforded  each  member.  Some  young  members  be- 
come weak  on  account  of  not  having  church  work 
afforded  them.  This  can  readily  be  furnished  them 
by  systematic  distribution  through  the  deacons. 
The  Sunday  school,  prayer  and  social  meeting  will 
afford  work  for  many,  while  01  hers  may  be  entrust- 
ed with  the  bringing  of  unconverted  souls  to  Christ, 
until  elder,  ministers,  deacons,  deaconesses,  and  all 
private  members  have  all  the  work  they  can  do.  It 
is  needless  to  add  that  the  elder  should  be  careful 
in  the  selection  of  the  work  for  each,  "  according 
to  their  several  ability,"  like  the  distribution  of  the 
one,  three  and  five  talents  among  the  three  ser- 
vants. A  systematic  arrangement  of  work  by  all 
the  officers  and  members  in  a  church  is  like  the 
working  of  the  wheels  in  a  clock  or  watch,  while 
"  Endeavor,"  "  Epworth,"  or  any  other  societies, 
not  linked  into  the  church  as  part  of  its  machinery 
and  articulating  with  it,  are  like  loose  wheels  in  a 

atch,  and  liable  to  lead  to  disaster. 
McPherson,  Kans. 


OUR  BIBLE  TERMS. 


BY  J.  G.  ROVER. 

Will  it  pay  churches  to  aid  their  faithful  work- 
ers to  attend  special  Bible  terms?  We  say,  Noth- 
ing else  pays  so  well.  There  is  no  deal  in  wheat  so 
profitable  as  that  of  sowing  it  in  well-prepared 
ground.  The  grain  is  not  wasted  but  planted,  and 
other  things  being  equal,  it  will  bring  a  harvest  of 
thirty  or  sixtyfold. 

Thus  money  spent  in  aiding  her  workers  to  at- 
tend a  Bible  Normal,  is  good  seed  sown  that  will 
bring  an  abundant  future  harvest  to  the  church. 
1  nature,  if  the  sowing  be  sparing,  the 
1  be  sparing;  but  if  the  sowing  be  boun- 
aping  will  be  bountiful. 
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that  their  faithful  servants  are  enabled  to 
themselves  of  the  benefits  of  these  Bible  I 
There  are  many  faithful  young  brethren  who 
hard  during  the  week  to  support  their  familie: 
spend  their  Sundays  in  serving  the  church, 
care  of  their  families  and  the  anxiety  for  the  I 
work  weigh  so  heavily  upon  many  of  them 
both' physical  vigor  and  nervous  force  are  prema- 
turely sacrificed.  How  these  self-sacrificing  ser- 
vants, spending  their  physical  and  mental  energies 
for  the  church,  would  appreciate  the  compliments 
of  the  church  in  the  way  of  means  to  attend  a  Bible 
term!  What  spiritual  energy  and  inspiration  the 
church  would  receive  as  returns  for  her  kindness 
thus  bestowed! 

There  are  generous-hearted  brethren  and  sisters 
in  every  church.  Let  them  take  up  this  matter  and 
get  others  interested  in  it,  and  a  good  work  may 
thus  be  done.  Let  there  be  a  movement  all  along 
the  line! 

The  brethren  in  our  schools  are  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  make  these  Bible  terms  profitable  to 
those  who  attend,  but  no  matter  how  much  time 
and  money  is  expended  by  the  schools,  none  but 
those  in  attendance  can  be  directly  benefited.  An 
instructor  could  talk  to  sixty  as  easily  as  to  twenty, 
and  do  three  times  the  good,  but  if  only  twenty  of 
the  sixty  are  in  attendance,  forty  will  fail  to  reap 
the  benefits  of  the  instruction. 

Let  there  be  such  a  movement  in  this  good  work 
everywhere  as  to  make  the  Bible  terms,  to  be  held 
in  our  schools  this  winter,  the  most  profitable  ones 
ever  held. 
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OUR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 
Course   of   Reading. 

rltlsr   i  I   lit. 

1.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  Ji.oa;  pnper M  cents. 

i.  "LlleolA.  Judson,"  cloth,  a7  cents;  paper «  cents. 

1.  "  Out  Country."  cloth,  S5  cents;  paper aq  cents. 

<.  "Nonsuch  Proiessor,"  cloth 83  cents 

SEVONR    YEAR. 

5.  "  Miracles  ol  Missions,"  cloth,  84  cents;  pnper 34  cents. 

6.  "  Memoir  ol  Robert  Mofiat,"  cloth.  17  cents;  paper IS  cents. 

7.  Cannibals  of  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents. 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Teaching,"  cloth OS  cents. 

THIRD    YEAR. 

g.  "  Divine  Enterprise  ol  Missions."  cloth U  V> 

to.  "Llle  ol  Robert  Morrison."  cloth 70  cents. 

It.  "Do  Not  Say."  and  "  Acts  ol  the  Apostles."  ch.  13-08 10  cents. 

12.  "  In  the  Volume  ol  the  Book."  cloth.  68  cents;  paper 33  cents. 

Hf-Prlccs,  as  given  above,  are  lor  members  ot  Reading  Circle  only. 
All  others  pay  regular  retail  price. 

India;  H.  M.  Barwlck.  West  Alexandria.  Ohio;  Mrs,  H.  M.  Stover.  Waynes- 
boro. !>«.!  Edith  R.  Newcomer,  Waynesboro.  Pe.;  J.  M.  Nefi.  Frultdale.  Ala. 
OmcHRS  OF  Reading  CinCLB.-Presldent,  W.  B.  Stover  Butsar,  Ind.; 
Treasurer,  Chalice  W.  Baker.  Waynesboro.  Pa.;  Secretary.  Edith  R.  New- 
comer, Waynesboro,  Pa..-to  whom  all  communications  coocerning  the 
Reading  Circle  should  be  addressed,  but  all  orders  lor  books  should  be 
addressed  to  Brethren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mount  Morris,  III. 

CIRCLE  NOTES. 

BY  JAMES  M.  NEFF. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Bro.  Stover  in 
which  he  suggests  that  any  who  have  Circle  books 
which  they  would  be  willing  to  loan  to  those  who 
are  not  able  to  buy,  should  inform  the  Secretary  as 
to  number  and  titles  of  such  books.  Then  any 
who  want  to  read  these  books  may  order  them 
through  the  Secretary  who  will  order  them  sent  di- 
rect from  the  one  who  offers  them.  As  soon  as  the 
books  are  received  the  one  receiving  them  should 
forward  the  amount  of  postage,  as  indicated  by  the 
stamps  on  the  package,  to  the  sender,  whose  name 
and  address  should  be  written  in  the  upper  left- 
hand  corner  of  that  side  of  the  package  on  which 
the  directions  are  written.  As  soon  as  one  thus  re- 
ceiving a  book,  has  finished  the  reading  of  it,  he 
should  inform  the  Secretary,  so  that  the  book  may 
be  sent  to  another  reader.  Thus  we  may  have  a 
circulating  missionary  library  that  will  greatly  fa- 
cilitate the  work  of  disseminating  missionary  infor- 
mation. Let  all  who  have  books  to  loan,  and  all 
who  would  like  to  borrow,  write  the  Secretary  at 
once,  and  the  work  may  begin  without  delay. 

Bro.  Stover  also  requests  that  suggestions  as  to 
books  that  should  go  into  a  course  of  reading  for 
children  and  a  course  of  advanced  Bible  reading 
for  adults,  be  sent  to  me.  I  shall  be  grateful  for 
suggestions  from  any  brother  or  sister.  If  you 
have  read  some  specially  good  book  that  would  be 
suitable  either  for  a  children's  course  of  reading  or 
for  an  advanced  course  of  reading  on  Bible  sub- 
jects, write  me  and  recommend  the  book.  I  will 
confer  with  Bro.  Stover  and  other  officers  of  the 
Circle,  and  thus  we  will  be  able  to  do  the  best  in 
the  matter  of  selection.  Address  me  at  Covington, 
Ohio. 
Below  we  give  a  list  of 

new  members. 
582,  Bertie  Weaver,  Lima,  Ohio;  583,  Minnie  M. 
Weaver,  Lima,  Ohio;  584,  Nancy  J.  Brown,  Garden 
Plain,  Kans.;  585,  Ruth  Fahnestock,  Flourtown, 
Pa.;  586,  Sallie  Beck,  Bala,  Pa.;  587,  Jennie  Vantil- 
burgh,  Covington,  Ohio;  588,  John  G.  Sargent, 
Dunlap,  Kans.;  589,  Dorphus  Longanecker,  Coving- 
ton, Ohio;  590,  Bennie  Nininger,  Daleville,  Va. ; 
591,  C.  M.  Myers,  Antietam,  Md.;  592,  Will  Glot- 
felty,  Libertyville,  Iowa;  593,  H.  B.  Johnston,  Bir- 
mingham, Iowa;  594,  E.  G.  Rodabaugh,  Liberty- 
ville, Iowa;  595,  Cora  Horner,  Meyersdale,  Pa  ; 
596,  J.  W.  Brubaker,  Laplace,  111.;  597,  Sadie  L. 
Etter,  South  English,  Iowa;  598,  Sallie  Sniteman, 
Kinross,  Iowa;  599,  Wealthy  A.  Burkholder,  New- 
burg,  Pa.;  600,  Ida  Miller,  North  Manchester,  Ind. 
The  following  names  are  added  to  our  list  of 

LOCAL  SECRETARIES. 

Mrs.  Wealthy    A.    Burkholder,    Newburg,    Pa.; 
Mary  Stoner,  South  English,  Iowa;  Cora  A.  Utz, 


New  Market,   Md.;  Mary   E.   Frantz,   Holmesville, 
Nebr.;  M.  G.  Sanger,  Sangersville,  Va. 

THOSE  WHO  HAVE  COMPLETED  THE  COURSE. 

Lizzie  Bussard,  Edgemont,  Md.;  S.  N.  McCann, 
New  York  Hall,  Louisville,  Ky.;  Mary  F.  Zug, 
Myerstown,  Pa  ;  Ira  Kaylor,  Maplcville,  Md  ;  Geo. 
A.  Phillips,  Hermitage,  Va.;  S.  B.  Fahnestock,  Mc- 
pherson, Kans.;  Mrs.  Amanda  Fahnestock,  Mc- 
pherson, Kans.;  John  R.  Snyder,  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio. 

A  number  of  our  readers  will  probably  be  heard 
from  next  week. 


Do  we  realize,  as  we  ought,  that  our  convictions 
or  impressions  are  not  worth  much  and  may  be 
really  dangerous,  if  they  are  not  emanations  strict- 
ly in  line  with  the  infallible  Word  of  God?  They 
must,  in  order  to  be  beneficial,  accord  with  Gospel 
truth.  Even  the  evil  one  may  make  impressions  of 
such  an  extent  as  to  permeate  throughout  our 
whole  nature.  Therefore  let  us  test  the  matter  and 
see  from  what  source  our  beliefs  and  impressions 
come, — who  is  the  author  and  who  the  "  finisher." 

To  be  a  professed  follower  of  the  meek  and  low- 
ly Jesus  and  not  to  fall  in  line  with  his  precepts,  is 
but  a  hollow  mockery  and  a  hypocritical  sham. 
The  shortest  and  fullest  definition  of  religion  is 
embodied  in  the  saying,  "Holy  religion  is  obeying 
a  holy  God." 

The  first  step  in  the  direction  of  obedience  is  get- 
ting the  feet  on  the  threshhold  of  the  kingdom. 
The  Christian  life  is  the  indwelling  of  submission, 
and  the  power  to  do  God's  will  through  the  agen- 
cy of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Shall  we  cease  to  make 
fest  in  our  lives  the  doctrines  and  promises  of 
the  Gospel  because  carnal  church  members  can't 
see  the  propriety  of  being  odd  and.  secluded  from 
Idly  methods?  God  forbid  we  should  suppress 
the  truth,  to  gain  the  friendship  of  the  world  which 
is  "  enmity  against  God." 

A  certain  apologist  for  worldly  religion  has  said 
there  ought  not  to  be  an  external  difference  be- 
tween the  worldly  person  and  the  Christian  "  be- 
cause society  has  taken  on  the  external  forms  of 
Christianity."  What  a  revelation!  Now  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  not  much  wisdom  in  such  an  idea, — 
it  savors  of  stupidity.  The  real  truth  of  the  matter 
is,  external  lines  have  been  obliterated  because  the 
church  has  gone  down  to  dilly-dally  with  the 
world. 

Just  in  proportion  as  worldliness  gets  into  the 
heart  will  professed  Christians  conform  externally 
to  the  customs  of  the  world.  As  the  heart  is,  so 
the  external  reflections. 

Did  you  ever  think  of  it, — staid,  habitual,  and 
long-cherished  virtues  may  be  dangerous  to  the  ul- 
timate welfare  of  your  soul.  The  great  sin  of  the 
Hebrew  nation  was  formal  religion.  They  pro- 
fessed to  be  strict  religionists,  yet,  in  their  selfish- 
ness, they  overlooked  the  real  essence  of  love  to 
the  general  Brotherhood  of  mankind — "  passed  by 
on  the  other  side."  So  it  may  be  with  the  strict, 
virtuous  moralist.  The  spiritual  powers  of  a  per- 
sonal Savior  may  be  in  vain  to  those  who  rely  on  a 
good,  moral  life  alone.  Virtues  are  noble  orna- 
ments to  the  Christian,  indeed  must  be  associated 
with  real,  true  religion,  but  they  are  not  alone  suf- 
ficient. Christ  must  be  within, — the  power  to  revo- 
lutionize the  carnal  man,  and  make  a  "  new  man  " 
out  of  him,  full  of  virtue,  morality,  and  joy  in  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

To  cull  out  and  exhibit  the  few  bad  deeds  of  a 
good  man's  life  and  to  ask  us  to  pass  our  judgment 
upon  that  exhibition  is  as  unjust  and  one-sided  as 
to  pass  judgment  upon  a  city  by  the  character  of 
its  "  tenderloin "  district.  That  may  be  bad 
enough,  but  it  is  not  the  city, 


THE  PERFECTION  OF  THE  O.OSPEL. 

BV  DANIEL  HAYS. 

There  is  but  one  Jesus  Christ  in  all  the  Bible 
and  in  all  the  world.  All  ancient  history  pointed 
forward  to  him;  all  modern  history  points  back  to 
him.  Christ  was  the  Son  of^God.  He  was  the  liv- 
ing Word.  The  Gospel  is  the  Written  Word.  Je. 
sus  Christ  is  a  perfect  Savior,  and  the  Gospel  is  a 
perfect  plan  of  salvation. 

The  Gospel  has  a  beginning  in  the  person  and 
preaching  of  John  the  Baptist.  Mark  1:  1  sayS| 
"The  beginning  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  as  it  is  written  in  the  prophets,  Be- 
hold, I  send  my  messenger  before  thy  face,  which 
shall  prepare  thy  way  before  thee." 

The  Gospel  has  a  closing  in  the  last  chapter  of 
Revelation,  "  I  testify  unto  every  man  that  heareth 
the  words  of  the  prophecy  of  this  book.  If  any 
man  shall  add  unto  these  things,  God  shall  add 
unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 
book.  And  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from  the 
words  of  the  book  of  this  prophecy,  God  shall  take 
away  his  part  out  of  the  book  of  life,  and  out  of  the 
holy  city,  and  from  the  things  which  are  written  in 
this  book." 

The  Gospel  has  an  organized  form  and  rules  of 
government.  Its  subjects  are  called  out  from  the 
world,  and  are  born  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
They  are  adapted  to  the  laws  and  government  of 
the  kingdom  of  Christ  by  regeneration:  "Except  a 
man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  idea  of  a 
kingdom  embraces  a  king  as  ruler,  subjects  who  are 
submissive  to  his  authority,  and  laws  prescribing 
the  rule  of  life  and  form  of  government  imposed. 
The  announcement  that  "the  kingdom  of  heaven  is 
at  hand,"  "  is  within  you,"  implies  its  organization 
before  its  introduction  into  the  world.  Its  origin, 
then,  is  in  heaven.  Its  Founder  received  its  laws 
from  heaven  and  delivered  them  to  the  world.  "  I 
have  ,not  spoken  of  myself;  but  the  Father  which 
sent  me,  he  gave  me  a  commandment,  what  1 
should  say,  and  what  I  should  speak."  "  My  doc- 
trine is  not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me." 

The  words  of  the  Gospel  are  above  human  origin. 
Its  language  is  the  plainest  and  purest  known  to 
man.  Each  word  is  a  pearl,  a  dewdrop  sparkling 
in  the  sunshine.  The  doctrine  of  the  great  Teacher 
distills  as  the  gentle  rain  upon  the  grass  and  tender 
herbs  of  the  field. 

The  power  of  the  Gospel  is  not  external,  but  in- 
ternal; not  physical,  but  spiritual.  Its  force  is  in- 
herent,—is  within  itself.  It  infuses  itself  silently, 
gradually,  yet  surely  in  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
and  among  the  people.  "The  kingdom  of  heaven 
is  like  unto  leaven  which  a  woman  took  and  hid  in 
three  measures  of  meal  till  the  whole  was  leav- 
ened."    Matt.  13:  33. 

There  is  nothing  commonplace  in  the  Gospel. 
Every  parable  is  consistent  with  the  unity  of  de- 
sign and  purity  of  the  Gospel.  Every  illustration, 
every  statement,  every  word,  is  a  gem  with  a  lustre 
brighter  than  of  earth,— is  a  sun  shedding  heaven's 
own  light  into  human  minds,  and  melting  icy  hearts 
with  more  than  human  affection. 

There  is  nothing  extraneous  in  the  Gospel.  It  is 
"the  perfect  law  of  liberty."  It  is  the  "law  of 
faith."  Christ  stands  out  single  and  alone  as  the 
world's  great  Teacher,  as  the  world's  great  Law- 
giver. His  law  is  spiritual.  He  did  not  draw  from 
Moses.  He  fulfills  the  law  of  Moses  and  gives  us  a 
higher  and  purer  one  in  its  stead.  He  does  no 
draw  material  from  the  Roman  nation,  nor  from  his 
own  countrymen.  He  emphatically  declares,  "  My 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world."     John  18:  36. 

The  teaching  and  life  of  the  Savior  are  consistent 
throughout.  He  exemplified  his  teaching  in  his 
own  life.  The  Gospel  is  perfect,  because  it  is  the 
product  of  a  perfect  life. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  conclude  that  the  u 
pel  is  perfect,  because  by  it  the  sinner  is  conv^rt' 
to  God;  by  it  the  Christian  lives  a  holy  life;  and  V 
it  the  world  shall  be  judged, 
Broadway,  Va. 
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THE  HEAL.INO  TOUCH. 


They  bring  to  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord, 

The  poor  and  sightless  one; 
They  beg  for  him  the  healing  touch, 

And  lo!  the  deed  is  done. 
Behold  the  man  who  once  was  blind, 

Rejoicing,  go  his  way. 
How  happy  they  who  brought  him  firs 

To  Christ,  the  Lord,  that  day! 


Ah! 


1  do: 


ask 


For  help  in  time  of  need; 
For  those  we  love,  who  see  him  not. 

We,  too,  with  Christ  may  plead. 
Have  you  held  cut  a  loving  hand 

To  lead  the  blind  to  him? 
Have  you  besought  his  mighty  power 

For  those  whose  sight  is  dim? 
To-day,  as  in  the  olden  time, 

The  willing  Savior  stands, 
And  all  may  feel  the  healing  touch 

Of  his  almighty  hands. 
Then  haste  and  bring  them,  one  by  one, 

While  Jesus  passeth  by; 
You  cannot  give  the  blind  their  sight, 

But  you  can  bring  them  nigh, 

— Julia  H.  Johnston. 


OUR  MINISTRY. 


BY  G,  M.  LATJVER. 


"  Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this 
«.«aaiuer..tliat  L  should  preach  among  the  Gentries  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ;  and  to  make  all  men  see  what  is 
the  fellowship  of  the  mystery,  which  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  hath  been  hid  in  God."— Eph.  3;  8,  9. 

"  Neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I  might 
finish  niy  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  Gospel  (good  news)  of 
the  grace  of  God." — Acts  20:  24. 

In  God's  Word  we  have  some  glimpses  of  how 
his  first  servants  labored  for  him, — how  they 
"  ceased  not  to  teach  and  to  preach  Jesus  Christ," 
Acts  5:  42,  and  "  hazarded  their  lives  for  the  Gos- 
pel." Acts  15:  26.  We  also  have  a  record  of  how 
the  church  grew  and  multiplied,  and  how  the  Word 
was  spread  abroad  through  all  Asia.  We  are  re- 
minded that  God's  Word  is  like  the  rain  that  waters 
the  earth,  Isa.  55:  11,  and  we  remember  that  his 
promises  are  yea  and  amen,  and  that  they  are  unto 
us  and  to  our  children.     2  Cor.  1:  20;  Acts  2:  39. 

When  we  hear  the  heart-rending  Macedonian 
call  coming  from  the  hundreds  in  every  part  of  our 
fair  land  and  from  lands  of  blacker  darkness,  when 
we  see  the  condition  of  those  who  are  living  in  sin 
and  must  die  there,  and  receive  the  wages  of  sin 
unless  we  help  them  ("  As  the  tree  falleth  so  it  shall 
lie,"  Eccl.  11:  3),  when  we  go  about  and  see  men, 
ignorant  of  the  redeeming  grace  of  God,  pursuing 
their  own  wicked  ways,  we  are  made  to  wonder 
why  all  this  should  be."  Is  not  that  blessed  Gospel 
for  all?  "  God  is  not  willing  that  any  should  perish 
but  that  all  should  come  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
truth."  2  Pet.  3:  9.  But  "  how  shall  they  come  to 
a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  except  they  hear,  and 
how  shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  Are  we 
aware  that  if  we  do  not  tell  the  wicked  and  ignor- 
ant of  God's  way,  that  we  are  guilty  of  their  blood? 
Ez«k.  3:  18. 

Sometimes  we  go  to  preaching  services  where 
are  from  two  to  ten  duly  installed  ministers,  and  as 
we  sit  and  think,  we  wonder  whether  the  worldling 
who  robs  God  by  withholding  his  powers  from  him, 
is  really  taking  lessons  from  the  ministers.  God 
f°rbid  that  the  "  Go  ye  "  of  Matt.  28:  19.  and  the 
statement  that  we  should  be  living  epistles,  written 
with  the  spirit  of  the  living  God  in  our  hearts,  2 
Cor.  3:  2,  3,  should  be  considered  out  of  date  to- 1 


day.  Remember,  God's  Word  is  eternal  and  when 
thousands  of  these  souls  come  to  the  judgment  bar 
of  God,  they  can  say,  "  Lord,  thy  word  was  not 
preached  unto  me,"  and  some  one  must  be  held  re- 
sponsible for  neglect.  Will  the  God  in  whom  we 
trust  pronounce  against  us  the  woes  of  Jer.  11:  16, 
because  of  the  wickedness  of  the  land,  and  charge 
us  for  neglecting  his  sheep?  Jer.  50:  6.  Can  your 
Savior  and  mine  say  to  us,  "Well  done?  " 

I  know  there  are  many  faithful  men  called  of 
God  and  I  would  there  were  more  who  arc  true  to 
him  who  called  them,  as  Jesus  and  Moses  were. 
Heb.  3:  1,  2.  The  work  of  these  faithful  ones 
must  be  rewarded,  for  I  know  whom  I  have  be- 
lieved and  that  God's  Word  can  not  return  to  him 
void  but  must  accomplish  that  which  he  pleaseth, 
Isa.  55:  11,  and  that  he  is  ever  with  us  to  strength- 
en us,  help  us,  and  hold  us  up.  Isa.  41:  10.  Still 
the  sad  fact  remains  that  there  are  many  who  have 
been  called  of  God  who  are  doing  nothing,  or  al- 
most nothing  toward  bringing  his  blessed  truth  to 
others. 

In  reading  the  last  annual  report  of  the  churches 
in  Denmark  and  Sweden  I  was  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  our  brethren  in  those  countries  averaged 
fifty-six  sermons  each  during  the  past  year.  This 
is  more  than  one  sermon  each  Lord's  Day,  and  that 
under  necessity  of  much  greater  sacrifice  than  we 
are  called  upon  to  make.  With  our  two  thousand 
ministers  in  America,  think  what  a  power  we  would 
be  for  Jesus  if  we  had  a  mind  to  work  with  the 
power  he  gives. 

You,  my  fellow-minister,  who  think  you  are  do- 
ing enough,  by  preaching  once  or  twice  a  month, 
what  will  the  Lord  say  to  you?  But  it  is  not  al- 
ways the  fault  of  the  minister  that  the  work  is  not 
done.  How  sad  to  know  that  often  when  the  mes- 
senger has  been  called  by  God  and  bidden  to  go, 
the  church  refuses  to  send  him  or  allow  him  to  go, 
even  when  there  is  no  pecuniary  expense  to  be 
curred;  because,  they  say,  •' Oh!  there  is  no  use  in 
preaching  at  this  or,  that  place,  the  people  will  not 
heed  at  all  events." 

How  often  have  we  heard  this  excuse!  Car 
hide  behind  such  when  God  says,  "  Go,"  and  prom- 
ises the  blessing  to  follow?  We  have  no  instan 
on  record  in  the  Bible  where  earnest,  consecrated 
effort  in  his  work  has  met  with  entire  failure, 
we  have  abundant  reason  to  know  that  half  lu  arted 
attempts  in  his  service  will  fail  and  must  ever  fail 
of  good,  and  the  persons  making  them  will  meet 
God's  rebuke.     Rev.  3:  15. 

Oh!  may  the  time  soon  come  when  whole 
churches  and  even  elders  and  ministers  will  not 
yield  to  discouragement  and  withhold  the  seed  for 
fear  the  Lord  will  not  DO  HIS  part,  but  when  the 
children  of  God  will  sow  the  seed  both  morning 
and  evening,  Eccl.  11:6,  and  trust  God  for  the  in- 
crease! 

He  was  not  discouraged  when  about  to  send  his 
Son  into  the  world,  to  show  us  the  way  of  life 
"Oh!  but,"  says  one,  "he  foresaw  the  future.' 
Did  he?  Well,  and  so  he  does  now,  and  did  when 
he  said,  "  Go  ye  "  and  what  matter  if  we  do  not? 
We  are  only  his  servants  and  are  using  his  time 
and  means,  and  he  bids  us  go.  Let  us  walk  in  his 
ways  and  obey  his  voice,  that  it  may  be  well  with 
us.     Jer.  7:  23. 

Elders,  young  ministers,  laity,  are  there  not 
points  in  your  district  where  the  Bread  of  Life  has 
not  been  broken?  Is  preaching  every  Lord's  Day 
too  much  labor  for  us?  Is  the  Master's  cause  dead 
or  dying  in  your  community?  Are  your  meetings 
lacking  in  attendance  and  interest?  Let  us  look 
about  us,  see  whether  we  are  doing  our  duty  to  our 
fellow-men,  our  country,  and  our  God. 
McPherson,  Kans. 


CHICAQO  NOTES. 

IiY  W.  R.  MILLER. 


It  has  been  my  privilege  to  enjoy  a  short  vaca- 
tion among  some  of  the  churches  in  the  West.  I 
note,  first,  as  a  prominent  characteristic,  the  love 
one  meets  with.    We  may  be  so  absorbed  in  home 


dutii 


and  1 


in  teaching  this  very  quality 

so  interwoven  with  our  Lord's  earth-life,  that  we 

may  not  know  to  what  a  great  extent  it  prevails   in 

hurches.    The  Divine  Book  teaches,  "  God  is 

"     It  was  love  that   brought   Jesus   and   with 

free  salvation  to  the  earth.     Christ  said,  "  A 

:ommandment  I   give  unto  you  that  ye  love 

mother."     Paul  places  love  above  the  oratory 

of  angels,  and  great  knowledge,   and  strong  faith, 

even  above  sacrifice  and  the  martyr's  spirit.     I 

glad  to  find  so  much  of  this   Bible-taught  com- 

ld.     I  would  say   further,  Brethren,   let  it  ever 

be  a  fire,  burning  bright  and  warm   upon  the  altar 

hearts,  not  only  to  the  visiting  brother  who 

comes  into  our  midst,  but  to  "  one  another." 

Another  thing  I  noticed  was  the  hungering  for 
piritual  food.  Many  places  in  the  West  are  with- 
out Gospel  meetings.  During  the  boom  and  good 
crops,  many  churches,  missions,  and  Sunday 
Is  were  organized  by  the  different  denomina- 
tions, but  since  the  hard  times  many  of  these  pla- 
been  abandoned  and  practically  the  peo- 
ple are  without  the  Gospel.  The  Brethren  are  sup- 
plying the  need,  as  far  as  possible,  but  the  availa- 
ble ministerial  force  is  not  there,  to  supply  the  de- 
mands for  preaching.  The  appeals  made  by  many 
of  these  dear  hungering  souls  are  most  touching. 

I  next  refer  to  a  mistake  that  is  made.  Brethren 
frequently  go  to  new  and  unsettled  districts  and 
thus  become  isolated  from  the  church.  Discour- 
agement follows  and  many  are  lost  to  the  church. 
My  heart  was  sad,  especially  when  a  dear  sister, 
living  twenty  miles  from  a  church,  said,  "  Oh! 
come  and  preach  for  us."  By  her  side  sat  a  dear 
boy  whose  heart  was,  even  at  that  moment,  break- 
ing under  deep  conviction  of  sin. 

Many  of  the  Brethren  are  looking  towards  North 
Dakota  and  elsewhere,  but  unless  you  are  a  minis- 
ter of  considerable  ability,  or  a  Sunday  school 
worker  with  a  determined  purpose  to  build  up  the 
Lord's  cause,  my  advice  is,  Seek,  by  all  means, 
an  organized  church,  unless  six  to  ten  families  can 
arrange  to  settle  together. 

As  to  the  individual  churches  visited,  we  would 
be  glad  to  speak  words  of  encouragement  and 
comfort  to  all,  but  space  forbids. 

The  Wichita  church  has  just  purchased  and  fin- 
ished paying  for  a  comfortable  house  in  the  city 
limits.  We  find  a  good  interest  at  this  point.  Bro. 
Wm.  Johnson,  the  elder,  needs  encouragement  and 
our  prayers. 

At  Ottawa,  where  two  Annual  Meetings  have  been 
held,  and  where  nearly  every  citizen  knows  of  the 
Brethren,  there  ought  to  be  a  better  showing.  It  is 
a  propitious  field.  Brother  and  sister  Morrow  are 
doing  what  they  can,  but  at  such  points  a  concen- 
trated effort  would  be  the  proper  thing. 

The  Beatrice  church  needs  a  great  deal  of  care 
and  hard  work  but  is  also  a  good  field.  Both  Ot- 
tawa and  Beatrice  have  churchhouses  in  the  city. 
Now  a  word  regarding  the  work  at  home.  We 
have  our  discouragements  as  well  as  the  bright 
side.  Just  now  there  is  a  ripple  of  bad  conduct 
passing  through  our  services,  on  the  part  of  outsid- 
ers.    Some  very  bad  boys  have  been  dealt  with. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Moore  is  holding  a  ten  days'  meeting 
with  an  increase  of  attendance  and  interest. 
162  Loomis  St.,  Chicago,  III. 


MISSIONARIES'  WIVES. 


I  never  yet  saw  a  missionary's  wife,  says  Dr. 
Herrick,  whose  companionship  did  not  double  her 
husband's  usefulness.  I  have  known  more  than 
one  whose  face,  as  the  years  of  life  increased, 
took  on  that  charm,  that  wondrous  beauty,  that 
youthful  features  never  wear,— the  beauty  of  char- 
acter, disciplined  by  suffering,  of  a  life  unselfishly 
devoted  to  the  highest  ends,  One  of  the  choicest 
things  of  missionary  work  is  the  unwritten  heroism 
f  missionary  homes.  It  is  the  missionary's  wife, 
who,  by  years  of  endurance  and  acquired  experi- 
ence in  the  foreign  field,  has  made  it  possible  in 
these  later  years  for  unmarried  women  to  go 
abroad  and  live  and  work  among  the  people  of 
eastern  lands. 
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Thirteen 
Va.,  are  reported 


Ten  recently  made  the 
Union  City  church,  Ind. 


confession  in  the 


Bko.  Henry  Frantz  is  engaged  in 
meetings  at  Laplace,  111. 


series  of  meetings  in  the  Back  Creek  church, 
closed  with  fourteen 


Bro.   Joseph    D,    Rife,    of    Converse,    Ind.,    ha 
changed  his  address  to  North  Manchester. 


Bro.  H.  C.  Early  closed  an  interesting  series  of 
neetings  at  Midland,  Va.,  with  five  baptized  and 


Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  and  wife  left  this  place  last 
'eek  for  Hawthorn,  Fla.,  where  they  expect  to 
pend  the  winter. 


We  learn,  with  pleasure,  that  Bro.  Hiram  Forney, 
of  Mtlford,  Ind.,  who  has  been  ill  for  some  weeks, 
is  slowly  recovering. 


Remember,  when  Christ  says  ought,  it  means  yo 
should  do  it,  if  you  would  please  him.  There  is  n 
blessing  without  obedience. 


Bko.  P.  S.  Miller  recently  conducted  a  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Meadow  Branch  church,  Md.,  which 
resulted  in  fifteen  accessions. 


Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison  is  doing  some  good 
work  among  the  churches  in  Virginia.  When  last 
heard  from  he  was  preaching  at  Bonsacks. 


The  Brethren  at  West  Branch  are  engaged  in  an 
encouraging  meeting,  which  has  been  going  on  for 
some  weeks.  Eight  applicants  are  reported.  Bro. 
C.  P.  Rowland  is  doing  the  preaching. 

Bro.  Chas.  M.  Yearout,  of  Westphalia,  Kans.,  is 
now  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and  in  charge  of  the 
mission  at  that  place.  He  should  be  addressed  at 
1219  Second  Avenue.  He  enters  upon  the  work 
cheerfully  and  hopefully. 


Bro.  S.  L  Shaver  reports  an  interesting  series  of 
meetings  in  the  Valley  church,  Botetourt  Co.,  Va. 
Fifteen  were  baptized  at  the  close  of  the  meetings. 
Bro.  Andrew  Hutchison  did  the  preaching,  and  the 
members  felt  that  the  meetings  closed  much  too 


The  members  at  all  mission  points  should  be  en- 
couraged to  contribute  freely  for  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel.  The  few  members  at  Pine  Grove,  Fla.,  a 
mission  point,  on  Thanksgiving  raised  Sl4-00  Ior 
mission  purposes.  This  is  the  result  of  proper 
training. 

Those  wishing  to  send  money  for  the  relief  of  the 
suffering  Armenians,  or  wishing  to  secure  further 
reliable  information  concerning  the  condition  of 
this  greatly  -  persecuted  people,  should  address 
Brown  Brothers  &  Co.,  59  Wall  St.,  New  York. 
The  firm  is  considered  strictly  reliable. 


r  It  is  interesting  to  study  the  liberality  of  the 
members  at  the  various  mission  points.  We  notice 
that  the  little  congregation  at  Roanoke,  La,,  raised 
nearly  twenty-five  dollars  on  Thanksgiving  Day  for 
the  mission  cause.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  of  our 
new  congregations  will  be  trained  to  give  as  the 
Lord  has  prospered  them.  They  will  then  prove  a 
power  for  good. 


Those  of  our  ministers  living  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Western  Passenger  Association,  should  ad- 
dress B.  D.  Caldwell,  Room  721,  Rookery  Building, 
Chicago,  111.,  for  Joint  Application  Blanks,  if  they 
desire  to  secure  clergyman's  half-fare  permits  for 
1897.  The  conditions  on  which  these  permits  are 
granted  will  be  found  clearly  stated  in  the  appli- 
cation. Read  the  rules  with  great  care,  and  com- 
ply with  all  the  requirements  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision. We  are  informed  that  it  is  useless  for  those 
not  engaged  wholly  in  the  ministry,  and  having  oth- 
er occupations  aside  from  farming,  to  apply  for  the 
regular  permits,  and  such  should  write  on  the  mar- 
gin of  their  application  that  they  are  engaged  in 
no  other  occupation  than  farming.  Please  do  not 
write  us  concerning  the  matter,  as  we  have  no  way 
of  aiding  any  one. 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  few  of  our  churches 
did  not  assemble  and  hold  services  on  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day.  This  is  a  service  that  should  not  be  neg- 
lected. 

The  Brethren  of  the  Yellow  Creek  church,  Pa., 
are  rejoicing  over  a  recent  series  of  meetings  that 
resulted  in  eight  being  baptized  and  one  restored  to 
fellowship. 


'    Whc 


THE  OREEK  AND  ARMENIAN  CHURCHES. 


Bro.  Amos  H.  Haines  is  still  at  the  Yale  Un 
versity,  New  Haven,  Conn.  He  writes  that  he  is  ei 
joying  his  work,  and  that  the  present  has  been 
very  pleasant  year. 


On  account  of  sickness  in  their  son's  family,  Bro. 
J.  W.  Metzger  and  wife  are  still  detained  at  Cerro- 
gordo,  111.,  and  do  not  now  know  just  when  they 
can  start  to  the  Pacific  Coast. 


The  meetings  in  West  Dayton,  Ohio,  still  con- 
tinue with  the  best  of  interest.  Seven  were  bap- 
tized one  week  ago,  and  others  await  baptism. 
Eleven  have  so  far  been  baptized. 


churches  in  their  country  were  planted  by  the 
apostle  Thaddeus.  But  it  is  certain,  as  Dr.  Schaff 
says,  that  Christianity  was  introduced  very  early  jn 
Armenia. 

Both  the  Greek  and  the  Armenian  churches  now 
do,  and  always  have,  practiced  trine  immersion. 
There  is  no  record  of  any  other  mode  having  been 
used  among  them.  Respecting  the  use  of  the 
threefold  immersion  in  all  the  Greek  and  Armenian 
churches,  from  the  earliest  period,  all  history 
seems  to  be  a  unit.  We  know  of  not  one  dissent- 
ing voice. 

In  a  general  way  of  speakin?,  a  number  of  the 
churches  in  both  the  Greek  and  Armenian  bodies 
can  trace  their  connection,  through  baptism,  to  the 
apostles  or  their  immediate  successors.  At  least 
there  is  no  other  body  of  people  who  can  lay  a  bet- 
ter claim  to  direct  descent  from  the  apostles 
than  the  Greeks.  So  far  as  we  know,  their  bap- 
tismal lineage  is  undisputed.  In  a  number  of 
places,  where  the  apostles  planted  congregations, 
churches  still  exist,  and  the  most  of  these  are 
classed  with  the  Greeks.  While  they  have  depart- 
ed from  the  order  of  worship,  established  by  the 
apostles,  their  form  of  baptism  remains  unchanged. 
Respecting  this  fact,  Alexander  Campbell,  in  his 
work  on  baptism,  page  200,  says:  "The  Greek  por- 
tion of  the  church  never  to  this  day  has  given  up 
the  primitive  practice."  j.  h.  m. 


Who  was  the  founder  of  the  Greek  and  Armenian  churches, 
and  what  is  their  form  of  baptism?  Can  they  trace  their  bap- 
tism back  to  the  apostolic  church  without  a  broken  link? 

D.  C.  Campbell. 
Both  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches  have  existed 
from  the  time  of  the  apostles.  Of  the  churches 
planted  by  the  apostles,  many  were  Greek  and  a 
few  Latin.  They  grew  up  together,  and  for  cen- 
turies labored  together  in  their  councils.  In  the 
ninth  century  they  became  separated,  and  so  re- 
main to  this  day.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
Greek  part  of  the  church  originated  with  the  apos- 
tles, and  many  of  the  congregations  claim  organic 
connection  with  such  apostles  as  planted  the 
churches  in  the  places  where  they  are  now  located. 
Many  of  the  old  bishops,  especially  of  Jerusalem 
and  Smyrna,  point  to  their  unbroken  line  of  de- 
scent with  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction. 

The  origin  of  the  Armenian  church  is  not  defi- 
nitely known,  but  the  Armenians  themselves,  from 
a  very   early   period,    have   claimed  that  the  first 


EDITORIAL  QLEANINOS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 

Number  Thirty-eight. 

The  time  had  come  when  we  must  leave  the 
beautiful  "Isle  of  Spices,"  and  continue  our  jour- 
ney onward  to  the  homeland.  We  lingered  here, 
reluctant  to  leave  the  "Pearl  of  India,"  but  time  and 
tide  wait  for  no  one.  The  same  statement  may  be 
made  in  regard  to  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental 
steamers.  We  had  taken  passage  on  the  Kaiser-i- 
Hind  for  Hong  Kong  and  far-away  Cathay.  This 
was  to  be  no  six  days'  voyage  across  the  Atlantic 
on  one  of  the  great  Ocean  Greyhounds,  now  so 
common  as  to  be  but  an  every-day  occurrence,  but 
with  a  few  breaks  in  the  journey  we  had  before  us  a 
voyage  of  some  13,000  miles  before  entering  the 
Golden  Gate  and  setting  our  feet  on  the  "land  of 
the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave." 

Our  steamer,  of  curious  name,  is  a  staunch,  well- 
built  boat  of  four  thousand  tons  burthen,  and  will 
carry  us  over  the  sea,  wind  and  weather  permitting, 
at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  miles  a  day. 
We  cannot  say  much  in  favor  of  the  Kaiser  as  to 
comfort.  The  company  reserves  the  best  boats  for 
the  Australian  and  Indian  trade.  On  this  far-away 
sea  we  must  be  content  with  second  and  even  third- 
class  steamers.  But  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  our  ship  was  built  for  storms  and  not 
fair  weather.  She  has  outridden  the  typhoons  of 
the  China  Sea,  and  we  feel  moderately  safe  when 
we  step  out  on  the  deck. 

A  gentle  breeze  was  blowing  across  Ceylon  s  Isle 
as  we  steamed  away  from  Colombo.  But  the 
strongest  olfactory  nerves  failed  to  discern  the 
spicy  odors  made  famous  by  Bishop  Heber's  mis- 
sionary hymn.  It  is  said  that  once  upon  a  time  a 
sea  captain,  when  his  ship  was  nearing  Ceylon,  and 
while  his  passengers  were  below  eating  their  dinner, 
rubbed  a  quantity  of  the  oil  of  cloves  and  cinnamon 
on  the  rail  of  the  upper  deck.  As  the  passenger 
came  up,  one  by  one,  they  were  not  only  delighted 
of  the  famous  island,  but  with  the 
>  "  borne  to  them  on  the  wings  of  the 
iptain  assured  them  that  they  were 
idence  of  the  truth  of  the  statement 


with   a  view 
"  spicy  breez 


having 

made  by  Heber. 

We  had  on  board  the  Kaiser- i-Hind  a  full  com- 
plement of  passengers.     It  was  a  mixed  multitu 
and  essentially  cosmopolitan  in  its  make-up. 


December  12,  1896. 


'-L'-fciE    GOSPEL    MIESSIEIISra-rEI?,. 


[our  quarters  of  the  globe  were  represented  on 
board  this  one  small  ship.  Not  only  did  we  have 
people  from  the  world's  various  nationalities,  but 
from  the  different  social  walks  in  life  as  well.  Here 
were  Americans,  Europeans,  Asiatics,  Africans, 
Australians,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  of 
the  sea.  Among  the  passengers  were  an  English 
Earl,  high  in  Government  circles,  a  Scottish  noble- 
man with  the  same  rank,  two  German  counts,  a 
Frenchman  with  some  kind  of  a  title,  several  mem- 
bers of  the  English  Parliament  who  wrote  the  word 
"  Lord "  before  their  names,  Church  of  England 
and  Scotch  Presbyterian  ministers,  missionaries  on 
their  way  to  China,  representatives  of  the  great 
commercial  houses  of  the  world,  Chinese  and  Japa- 
nese government  officials,  and  the  usual  number  of 
the  genus  "  Globe  Trotter,"  a  term  now  generally 
applied  to  a  class  of  persons  with  much  money,  who 
wander  aimlessly  around  the  world,  with  the  high 
ambition  of  being  able  to  say,  "  We  have  been 
around!  " 

There  is  a  common  saying  that  "  buds  of  a  feath- 
er flock  together,"  and  the  truth  of  this  old  proverb 
is  fully  exemplified  on  shipboard.  On  a  long  sea 
voyage  the  passengers  soon  group  themselves  ac- 
cording to  their  likes  and  dislikes,  and  these  groups 
are  quite  separate  and  distinct.  Before  the  first 
day  has  passed  two  general  classes  have  been 
formed, — those  who  play  cards  and  gamble,  and 
those  who  do  not.  The  first  class  usually  occupy 
the  smoking  room,  for,  as  a  rule,  the  card  player 
and  the  gambler  use  tobacco.  To  these  two  accom 
plishments  must  be  added  a  third,  that  of  taking 
strong  drink.  These  three  things  appear  to  be  in- 
separably connected, — gambling,  strong  drink  and 
the  use  of  tobacco.  Those  who  do  not  gamble, 
smoke  and  drink,  are  grouped  about  the  deck  or 
steamer  chairs  and  spend  the  time  in  reading,  writ 

-/ ine  and   talkinu.      Trfose  who    are  religiously  in 

clined  are  found  spending  a  part  of  the  day  in  Bi 
ble  readings,  and  in  divine  worship. 

The  weather  was  delightfully  pleasant,  and  with 
a  calm,  smooth  sea  the  days  passed  rapidly  by.  In 
the  tropics,  at  this  season  of  the  year,  there  is  a  con- 
stant breeze  stirring,  and  this  moderates  the  heat  so 
that  it  is  not  oppressively  hot.  The  ship's  log,  a 
daily  record  of  the  distance  made  and  of  our  longi- 
tude and  latitude  at  noon,  is  hung  up  in  the  com- 
panion way,  so  that  all  may  know  what  progress  is 
being  made.  The  ship's  log  from  Colombo  to  Pe- 
nang  is  here  given.  It  may  not  be  without  interest 
to  some  of  our  readers  at  least: 


Feb.  26,  i8q6, 82,  50, 

Feb.  27,  i8g6, 87,  19, 


18,  30 


5,  53, 
5,  50. 
5,56, 


280  mile 
275  mile 


The  run  of  March  1  brought  us  to  Penang  at  7:  30 
A.  M.,  and  the  passengers  had  an  opportunity  of 
spending  a  few  hours  on  shore.  The  island  lies 
some  nine  miles  off  the  west  coast  of  the  Malay 
Peninsula.  It  contains,  all  told,  sixty-nine  thou- 
sand acres  of  land,  with  a  population  not  far  from 
a  hundred  thousand  souls.  The  city  is  uninterest- 
ing, and  its  few  sights  hardly  pay  for  the  necessary 
walk  through  the  hot  sun.  About  one-half  the  pop- 
ulation is  Chinese.  These  yellow-skinned,  coarse- 
featured,  almond-eyed  celestials  present  to  us  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  bronzed  color  and  fine 
features  of  the  natives  of  India,  with  whom  we  had 
been  surrounded  for  several  months,  and  the  advan- 
tage was,  according  to  our  judgment,  altogether  on 
*e  side  of  the  dwellers  in  India.  In  these  tropical 
climates  clothing  of  scantiest  proportions  is  worn, 
and  the  color  of  the  body  is  at  once  strikingly  no- 
ticeable. 

prom  Penang  a  two  days'  run  on  the  smooth  wa- 
'"s  of  the  Malacca  Straits  brought  us  to  the  City  of 
S'ugapore,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Equator.  The 
weather  was  pleasant  and  not  too  warm.    We  had 
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anticipated  very  hot  weather  as  we  approached  the 
great  circle,  but  were  happily  disappointed.  The 
mercury  ranged  from  80  to  94  degrees.  There 
seems  to  be  but  little  difference  in  the  temperature 
at  Madras,  Colombo  and  Singapore.  Here  the  ship 
took  coal  for  her  long  voyage  across  the  China  Sea 
to  Hong  Kong.  As  the  coaling  process  required  a 
full  day,  we  had  ample  time  to  see  everything  of  in- 
terest in  the  Capital  of  the  Straits  Settlement. 

Owing  to  the  dangers  of  navigation,  our  ship  cast 
anchor  outside  the  harbor  in  the  night  and  waited 
the  coming  of  daylight.  When  the  morning  sun, 
rising  clear  and  bright  over  Sumatra,  turned  sky 
and  mountain  top  to  red  and  amber  we  slowly 
steamed  up  to  the  wharf.  No  other  harbor  at  which 
we  landed  or  embarked  in  Asia  is  so  picturesquely 
beautiful  as  that  of  Singapore.  The  devious  water 
way  of  exquisite  beauty  leads  among  hills  and 
mountains  all  covered  with  the  riches  of  tropical 
vegetation.  If  Ceylon  is  the  land  of  spices,  much 
more  is  this,  around  about  these  palm-covered  hills, 
red  and  scarlet  with  thickets  of  the  flowering  hibis- 
cus. Here  the  clove,  the  nutmeg,  and  the  cinna- 
mon flourish,  and  the  luscious  mango  and  man- 
gosteen  grow  to  perfection.  The  bright  equatorial 
sun,  tempered  by  a  generous  rainfall  and  by  a  con- 
stant sea-breeze,  clothes  hills  and  valleys  with  a 
verdure  that  never  fails.  It  is  the  land  of  unending 
summer,  where  the  beautiful  flowers,  the  bright, 
happy  children  of  the  Southland,  bloom  year  in  and 
year  out  without  ceasing.  Amid  these  beauties  of 
bounteous  nature  we  threaded  our  way  until  we  en- 
tered the  land-locked  bay  and  moored  at  the  wharf 
of  Singapore.        d.  l.  m. 

MINISTERIAL  MEETINGS. 

These  meetings  are  becoming  very  general 
throughout  the  church,  and  we  suppose  it  is  be- 
cause their  tendencies  are  found  to  be  favorable. 
There  is  no  danger  of  introducing  new  methods  if 
we  make  it  the  rule  to  hold  fast  to  only  the  good. 
Church  work  is  a  development  by  various  methods, 
as  the  result  of  investigation  and  experiments. 
These  face  us  as  the  exigencies  of  life  loom  up, 
and  assert  themselves.  New  issues  are  constantly 
being  sprung,  in  reference  to  our  contact  with  the 
world,  as  to  right  living.  These  strike  us  as  indi- 
vidual members  and  individual  churches,  and  as  in- 
dividuals we  must  dispose  of  them  unless  we  can 
have  the  advantage  of  enlarged  association  and 
conference  with  others,  who  may  have  similar  ex- 
periences. 

Such  association  and  conferences  bring  together 
diverse  talent  and  afford  the  possibility  of  experts 
on  special  cases,  the  same  as  we  have  in  all  other 
courses  in  life.  Why  not?  Paul,  in  his  letter  to 
the  Ephesians,  says:  "And  he  gave  some,  apostles; 
and  some,  prophets;  and  some,  evangelists;  and 
some,  pastors  and  teachers;  for  the  perfecting  of 
the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for  the  edi- 
fying of  the  body  of  Christ." 

In  the  church  we  have  all  these,  or  should  have, 
possessing  different  gifts.  Put  all  these  together, 
and  do  you  see  what  we  have?  Thus  summated, 
safe  conclusions  ought  to  be  attained.  Individual- 
ize them,  in  church  work,  and  you  may  have  as 
many  misfits  as  there  are  persons. 

In  our  ministerial  meetings  we  have  these  differ- 
ent gifts  so  rubbed  together  that  the  tendency  is  to 
massify  the  whole,  and,  in  this  way,  help  each  oth- 
er out  of  difficulties  that  could  not  be  overcome 
through  individual  effort.  The  truth  is  not  all  said 
in  the  saying  that  two  are  better  than  one.  The 
better  "  is  increased,  in  many  cases,  as  the  num- 
ber in  the  association  increases.  In  equity  we  have 
idea  of  equalizing  by  decreasing  in  the  one  that 
has  the  much,  to  the  increasing  the  other  that  has 
little.  But  in  these  religious  associations  there 
is  a  giving  that  does  not  impoverish  the  giver  and 


yet  enriches  the  receiver,  or,  to  put  it  affirmatively, 
there  is  a  giving  that  enriches  both  the  giver  and 
the  receiver.  These  thoughts  came  to  us  while  at- 
tending our  late  Ministerial  Meeting,  held  at  Al- 
toona,  Pa. 

Though  this  does  not  seem  to  be  in  harmony  with 
the  accepted  rules  of  mathematics,  yet  it  is  true 
with  the  Lord's  way  of  doing  business,  and  can  be 
accounted  for  only  from  the  fact  of  the  giver  re- 
ceiving that  which  he  gives  from  the  inexhaustible  , 
store  of  fulness,  and  that  to  such  givers  he  is 
pleased  to  replenish  by  doubling  the  portion. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  our  ministers  labor 
under  many  disadvantages.  Had  they  the  oppor- 
tunity of  preparing  for  their  work  as  men  have  in 
other  callings  in  life,  the  needs  of  these  associations 
would  not  be  so  great,  because  the  advantages  thus 
received  could  be  had  in  the  regular  courses  of 
preparation.  But  not  having  these,  it  is  needful 
that  our  ministry  make  use  of  means  that  can  be 
helpful  in  the  performance  of  duties  on  which 
hinge  the  well-being  and  salvation  of  souls  for 
whom  Christ  died. 

The  Altoona  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  the 
subjects  discussed  were  timely,  and  in  harmony 
with  the  object  of  these  meetings.  There  was  one 
thing  especially  noticeable  in  the  meeting,— the 
very  small  number  of  aged  ministers  present,  and 
we  also  add,  absent,  too.  We  remember  of  no 
time  in  which  there  were  so  few  aged  ministers  in 
the  District  as  there  are  at  this  time.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  us  are  well  up  in  years,  but  do  not  feel  to  be 
classed  among  the  aged,— such  as  have  reached  the 
three  score  and  ten.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a 
goodly  number  of  young  ministers  of  great  promise 
who  will  ably  take  the  places  of  those  whose  active 
work  in  the  field  will  soon  be  done. 

The  time  is  coming,  and  not  far  distant,  when  the 
ministry  of  our  church  will  stand  abreast  in  literary 
attainments  with  the  other  churches,  and,  having 
nothing  but  the  old,  simple  and  primitive  Gospel  to 
preach  and  advocate,  they  ought  to  be  a  great  pow- 
er for  good  in  the  world.  This  we  need  and  must 
have.  O,  for  a  larger  interpretation  of  the  ministry 
of  the  Christian  church!  Brethren,  we  must  pro- 
fess less  or  do  more — which?  Take  a  careful  look 
at  this  big  world  of  ours,  and  see  the  thousands  of 
fields  that  are  white  and  wasting  for  the  harvesting, 
and  our  decision  must  be,  "  Do  more."  More  de- 
votedness,  more  earnestness,  more  of  self  must  be 
laid  upon  the  altar  of  sacrifice.  The  Lord  is  call- 
ing.   Are  we  ready  to  respond? 

The  third  day  of  the  Ministerial  Meeting  was  de- 
voted to  Sunday  school  work.  As  this  work  is  re- 
ally the  forerunner  of  the  ministry,  more  attention 
should  be  given  to  it  than  has,  heretofore,  been 
done.  We,  as  a  church,  of  late  years,  have  been  ac- 
tive in  introducing  Sunday  schools,  but  much  of  the 
work  being  done  is  yet  in  a  very  crude  state,  and 
the  fruits  are  not  what  they  should  be.  A  number 
of  subjects  were  discussed,  bearing  on  the  effective- 
ness of  the  work.  Better  systems  are  needed,  and 
teachers  who  really  have  something  to  give.  Con- 
secration to  the  work  is  not  enough.  Bible  study 
and  thorough  preparation  are  needful  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher. 

The  sessions  of  the  day  were  full  of  interest,  and 
arrangements  were  made  to  hold  another  one  some- 
time next  year,  either  in  connection  with  the  Minis- 
terial Meeting  or  separate,  as  will  be  deemed  best 
by  the  committee  who  will  have  the  matter  in 
charge. 

The  meetings,  as  a  whole,  were  well  attended  and 
the  interest  continued  unabated  to  the  end.  The 
members  of  the  Altoona  church  did  their  part  no- 
bly in  providing  ample  accommodations  for  all  in 
attendance,  and  everybody  felt  at  home  among 
them.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  the  New 
Enterprise  church.  H-  B-  B- 
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arth? 


For  that  sweet  woma 
Could  she  forgive  even  the  love  sublime 

That  snatched  from  her  the  prize  of  highest  worth: 
Could  she  torsive  the  miracle  that  set 

Her  quiet  hands  and  feet  in  toiling  ways? 
Mas,  when  first  her  waking  vision  met 

"  Garments  and  coats"  instead  of  sunless  blazel 
Was  there  not  left  in  Joppa  one  to  say, 

"  That  irance  has  left  her  but  indifferent  skill     .' 
Or,  "  Dorcas  is  less  humble  since  the  day, 

Albeit  a  good  and  useful  woman  still." 
An  idle  fancy,  for  no  voice  replies, 

The  brief  and  tender  narrative  moves  on, 
While  many  a  "  deathless  volume"  moldering  lies, 

The  very  name  of  him  who  wrote  it  gone, 
She  whom  the  inner  heaven  received  at  last 

Lives  yet  "ii  earth  in  many  a  generous  deed, 
1  lei  little  wave  of  i.illucnce  ripples  past, 
And  "  Dorcas"  ministers  to  them  in  need. 

—Charlotte  Mellcn  Packard. 


CHRISTIAN  SECURITY. 


BY  IULA  HARSHBARGER. 


life  everlasting  lie  within  your  reach,  yet  you  reject 
them  all.  Seek  for  the  Truth  and  the  Truth  shall 
make  you  free.     Glorious  promise! 

Again,  "Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it 
shall  be  opened  unto  you."  Jesus  has  said  that 
whosoever  cometh  unto  him,  he  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out.  With  such  assurance  as  this,  what  a  rich- 
ly-endowed creature  man  is!  What  strength  lies 
within  him!  No  power  can  quell  the  unconquera- 
ble spirit  of  freedom  when  we  learn  our  lesson  of 
faith  and  trust.  No  cloud  of  discouragement  shall 
darken  the  horizon  of  our  lives,  but  by  ever  striv- 
ing to  do  our  duty,  as  faithful  followers  of  htm 
who  said,  "  Learn  of  me  and  ye  shall  find  rest  unto 
your  souls,"  life  will  be  as  a  glorious  dream,  and 
the  awakening  will  be  a  happy  reuniting  of  the 
faithful  followers  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus  in 
the  beautiful  beyond. 

Ladoga,  Ind. 
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"And  thou  shall  be  secure,  becat 
shalt  take  thy  rest  in  safety."— Job  II:  18, 

When,  you  ask,  shall  we  be  secure  from  all  the 
diseases  of  sin,  and  the  pestilence  of  doubt  and  dis- 
belief abroad  in  the  land,  which  are  ready  to  wreck 
our  frail  bark?     You  shall  be  secure  just  as  soon  as 
you  are  able   to    discover   the   precious   things   in 
waiting  for  you.     Trust  Jesus  more  fully  and  rely 
on  his   precious  promises.     Trust  the  hidden  man 
of  the  heart  and  never  mind  the  taunts  of  worldly 
criticism.     These  afflictions  only  work  for  us  a   far 
more  eternal  weight  of  glory.     Let  us  get  ourselves 
right;  let  the  good  within   us  hav 
■  over  us;  in  short,— let  your  light  shine 
Christ  lighteth  every  man  that  coi 
world,  therefore  we  cannot  say  we  hat 
■let  shine,  or  no  talent  to  work  with, 
us  has  a  work  to  do, — a  place  to  fill. 

People  talk  about  explorations  and  rave  over 
conquests  when  the  greatest  achievements  lie  at 
our  very  doors. 

When  will  we  learn  to  know  Christ  and  our  pos- 
sibilities through  him?  We  are  never  tempted 
above  what  we  are  able  to  bear,  and  there  is  al- 
ways a  way  provided  for  our  escape.  The  sooner 
we  realize  the  fact,  the  better  and  stronger  we  be- 
come. Come  up  from  the  depth  of  sin  and  despair 
and  receive  the  good  offered  you  by  an  ever-loving 
God,  and  live  the  life  of  one  rejoicing  in  eternal 
hope.  The  world  will  be  better  by  your  doing  it. 
It  is  possible  to  live  in  a  higher  plane,  both  mental- 
ly and  spiritually,  even  in  this  world. 

"  In  the  service  of  mankind  to  be 
A  guardian  god  below;  still  to  employ 
The  minds  brave  ardor  in  heroic  aims, 
Such  as  may  raise  us  o'er  the  groveling  herd, 
And  make  us  shine  forever,— that  is  life." 

Pause  a  moment,  weigh  the  words  and  see  if  it 
is  not  true.  I  appeal  to  the  devoted  Christian. 
Have  you  not  felt  the  pulsing  of  a  grand  awaken- 
ing of  the  Truth  that  makes  you  free?  Have  you 
not  felt  the  Spirit  of  God  within  you  like  liquid 
fire?  Have  you  not  felt  an  untold  exultation  in 
your  boundless  freedom  and  love  through  Jesus 
Christ? 

Those  who  have  been  reporting  to  the  Messen- 
ger's prayer  meetings  through  Bro.  Howard  Miller, 
have  felt  the  above,  without  a  doubt.  Then  the 
more  we  exercise  our  talents,  the  more  we  have  to 
exercise,  for  action  stimulates  growth,  growth  calls 
for  more  knowledge,  and  knowledge  brings  power. 
When  we  gain  these  things  we  are  on  the  high- 
road to  a  Christian  life.  With  this  grand  induce- 
ment before  us,  is  it  not  worth  trying?  O,  how  can 
you  reject  so  great  a  salvation?  If  you  saw  a 
drowning  man  and  would  throw  him  a  life  buoy 
and  he  disdained  the  proffered  rescue  from  death, 
you  would  think  him  almost  bereft  of  reason.  Just 
so    with  you,   my   friend.     Happiness,   peace   and 
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From  the  Southern  Indiana  Mission  Field. 

The  assistance  of  Eld.  I.  E.  Branson  was  secured 
to  help  us  some  at  a  point  in  Martin  County,  not 
far  from  Shoals.     He  began  meetings 
ing  of  Nov.    10,   at  the  Sugar  Grove 
In  the  meantime,  I  went  to  the  other  points  in  tin 
mission  and  met  with  them  on  the  evening  of  Nov 
14.     There  was  a  good  congregation  present,  and 
good   interest    manifested.     At    the    close    of    th 
meeting  it  was  requested  that  one  of  us  attend 
funeral  on  the  following  day.     I  took  th 
myself,  leaving  Bro.  Branson  to  continue 
The  deacon  brethren  having  paid  the  ' 
16th,  a-council  was  held  next  day.    'After  the  coun- 
cil two  young  sisters  were  baptized.    Two  young 
brethren   had   been  baptized   previously    by    Bro. 
Branson.     Nov.  19  two  brethren  were  installed  in 
the  deacon's  office,— brethren  Jerome  Henzler  and 
William    Horner.     In  the  evening  we  surrounded 
the  Lord's  table.     Oh,  may  all  have  been  worthy! 
.hers  partook  of  the   Communion, 
ad   I  left  the  same  night  for  our 
tson  having  received  word  that  his 
1  a  precarious  condition.    We  ar- 
nes  safely  on  the  evening  of  the 
son  reports  his  father  some  better, 
D.  F.  Hoover. 
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E.  M.  Powell  and  I  have  just  returned 
le  of  our  distant  mission  points,  about  forty- 
liles  from  home.  We  held  a  few  meetings 
int  in  Amherst  County,  where  but  little  is 
of  the  doctrine  of  our  Brethren.  We  tried, 
in  our  weakness,  to  set  forth  the  doctrine  of  the 
Bible,  as  understood  and  practiced  by  the  Breth- 
ren. After  being  "  taught  the  way  of  the  -Lord 
more  perfectly,"  four  decided  to  join  in  with  us  and 
were  baptized  and  came  forth  rejoicing  in  the 
Lord.  The  four  baptized  had  been  members  of  the 
Baptist  church.  Now  they  rejoice  that  they  can 
more  fully  obey  the  Gospel.  This  is  the  first  time 
in  our  experience  that  we  have  seen  three  as  aged 
persons  unite  with  the  church  at  one  time.  The 
fourth  was  a  young  man.  By  proper  efforts  we  be- 
lieve the  cause  can  be  built  up.  We  left  some 
tracts  for  them  to  read  and  study. 

Our  mission  field  is  enlarging  and  we  need  more 
laborers,  in  order  that  the  calls  may  be  heeded 
The  extent  of  our  church  district  is  now  from  sev 
enty-five  to  one  hundred  miles  and  there  are  only 
five  who  labor  in  the  ministry.  Three  of  the  five 
live  at  the  extreme  east  end  of  the  territory. 
Much  of  this  territory  lies  in  the  mountain  dis- 
tricts.    This  means  work. 

We  have  held  three  love  feasts  in  our  congreg; 


E.  L.  Brower  has  ably  assisted  us  in  our  mission 
field.  We  can  only  report  ten  accessions  during 
the  year  in  all  our  territory,  but  this  should  not 
discourage  us  when  we  begin  to  estimate  the  value 
of  one  soul.  J.  R.  Kindig. 

Nov.  24.  

From  the  Dry  Run  Mission,  Pendleton  Co.,  w.  Va. 

Sept.  17  Eld.  Samuel  Driver  left  his  home  in 
the  Barren  Ridge  congregation  for  the  above- 
named  place,  where  he  arrived  on  Sunday  morning, 
the  20th  having  traveled  the  entire  distance  of  sev- 
enty miles  in  a  buggy,  crossing  five  mountains. 

He  preached  at  11  A.  M.,  to  a  good  congrega- 
tion, and  continued  each  evening  until  Friday 
night.  On  Saturday  forenoon  the  Brethren  held  a 
council,  Bro.  Joseph  M.  Kagey  being  present.  At 
this  meeting  one  member  was  reclaimed,  and  Bro. 
Albert  Calhoun  was  elected  to  the  ministry.  In 
the  evening  of  the  same  day  they  held  a  love  feast 
and  Communion.     Nineteen  communed. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  11  o'clock,  Bro.  Driver 
preached  the  funerals  of  two  of  Bro.  Wm.  Lambert's 
children.  In  the  afternoon,  at  2  o'clock,  he 
preached  the  funerals  of  two  young  men,  by  the 
name  of  Ames  and  Jacob  Arbogast,  who  froze  to 
death  while  in  the  mountains,  hunting. 

Bro.  Driver  continued  his  meetings  Sunday  and 
Monday  night.  On  Tuesday  it  rained  all  day  and  a 
big  flood  followed,  washing  away  roads,  bridges 
and  foot-logs,  so  the  people  could  not  get  to 
church. 

While  at  this  place  Bro.  Driver  had  nine  appli- 
cants for  baptism.  Four  were  baptized,  one  was 
sick  and  the  others  could  not  cross  the  water 
to  be  baptized.  He  also  visited  thirteen  families, 
and  read  and  prayed  with  the  most  of  them,  He 
left  this  church  with  a  good  interest,  Oct.  I,  and 
arrived  at  the  Smith's  Creek  church,— same  Coun- 
ty,— twenty  miles  distant,  at  noon  of  Oct.  2.  Next 
day  the  Brethren  at  this  place  held  their  council  in  1^ 
the  forenoon,  and  love  feast  and  Communion  ser- 
vices in  the  evening.     Forty-seven  communed. 

On  Sunday  morning  Bro.  Driver  preached  the 
funeral  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mozee's  little  child,  aged 
three  months  and  fifteen  days.  In  the  afternoon 
he  preached  the  funeral  of  sister  Lambert,  wife  of 
Bro.  Harvey  Lambert,  aged  sixty-three  years.  She 
was  anointed  about  one  year  before  she  died. 

Bro.  Driver  left  Smith's  Creek  Monday,  for  the 
Branch  church,  three  miles  north  of  Franklin,  the 
county-seat  of  Pendleton  County.  Here  the  Breth- 
ren held  a  council.  On  Tuesday  evening  they  held 
a  love  feast,  at  which  twenty-eight  communed, 
Wednesday  morning  he  went  back  to  the  Smiths 
Creek  church,  and  preached  two  nights.  On 
Thursday  he  baptized  four.  On  Friday  morning  he 
started  to  Fort  Seibert,  northeast  twenty  miles, 
over  mountains  and  rough  roads.  At  this  place  he 
preached  for  ten  days  with  good  interest  and  at- 
tendance, in  the  Bethel  Methodist  church.  Here 
he  received  three  by  confession  and  baptism,  and 
several  more  were  near  the  kingdom. 

Bro.  Driver  was  from  home  thirty-three  days,  and 
besides  twenty-nine  sermons,  also  preached  four  fu- 
neral sermons  for  six  persons.  He  received  eleven 
members  by  confession  and  baptism.  One  was  re- 
claimed; and  there  are  five  applicants  for  baptism. 
He  visited  thirty-one  families  and  read  and  praye 
with  the  most  of  them  privately. 

Bro.  Driver  arrived  home  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  20, 
and   found  his   family   in  their  usual  health, 
thanks  the  Lord  for  his  preserving  care  over 
while  absent  from  each  other. 

N.  Walter  Coffman 

Barren  Ridge,  Va..,  Nov.  23. 


them, 


be  stirred  to  a  renewal  of  their  diligence! 
tion,  at  Mt,  Vernon,  Oronoco  and  Concord,     Bro,    all  have  a  revival  in  our  own  hearts,  that  we 
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hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  and  by  so 
doing  will  put  forth  every  effort  to  save  souls! 

I  often  think  of  what  our  evangelist  said  when 
he  was  here.  He  said  that  in  his  travels  he  finds 
so  many  cold  and  careless  Christians,  who  are  so 
indifferent,  having  only  self  in  view, 

Oh,  wake  up,  brother  and  sister,  time  is  passing! 
Look  about  you  and  see  if  there  is  not  some  one 
whom  you  can  help.  Is  there  not  a  poor  family  in 
your  neighborhood  whom  you  can  help?  Is  there 
not  some  one  sick  that  needs  your  smiles  and  en- 
couraging words?  How  much  there  is  for  us  to 
do.  if  we  will  but  do  it! 

Not  long  ago  I  was  sitting  up  with  the  sick,  in 
company  with  another  lady.  She  is  a  professor  of 
religion,  but  does  not  belong  to  our  people.  She 
said  to  me:  "  Mrs.  Hilary,  do  you  not  find  quite  a 
responsibility  resting  upon  you  as  a  minister's 
wife?  You  are  looked  to  so  much  for  an  example." 
While  tnis  may  be  true,  are  not  all  Christian  people 
looked  at  for  an  example?  The  world  is  ever 
ready  to  criticise  the  Christian,  if  he  does  not  live 
up  to  his  profession.  We  know  not  how  many 
souls  might  be  won  to  Christ  by  our  example,  if 
we  just  live  out  what  we  profess. 

Then  let  us  set  ourselves  right  before  we  expect 
so  much  from  others!  Lizzie  Hilary. 

Nov.  22.  ^^ 

From  Lagrange,  N.  C. 

I  was  formerly  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  faith. 
I  got  hold  of  some  tracts  published  by  the  Breth- 
ren's Missionary  and  Tract  Committee,  and  saw, 
after  reading  them  with  great  care,  that  I  was  in  an 
error.  In  de6ance  of  all  the  persuasions  of  my 
many  friends,  and  even  my  wife,  I  resolved  to 
obey  "  the  whole  truth,"  and  leave  the  faith  I  had 
been  advocating.  I  told  them  I  was  confident  I 
had  now  found  the  apostolic  form  of  doctrine,  and 
if  they  would  not  go  with  me,  I  should  have  to 
leave  them.  So  I  did,  and  I  thank  the  God  of 
heaven  and  earth,  that  he  was  so  kind  and  merci- 
tu\  to  me  as  to  strow  me  the  right  way! 

Brethren,  never  in  my  life  before  did  I  feel  as 
happy  as  I  did  when  I  stood  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream,  and  talked  to  the  people  who  came  to  see 
me  baptized  by  trine  immersion. 

We  have  a  small  Brethren  church  organized  here. 
You  may  be  sure  that  I  am  doing  all  that  lies  in 
my  power,  to  show  to  the  people  that  ours  is  the 
form  of  baptism  practiced  in  the  days  of  the  apos- 
tles. Brethren,  I  have  a  hard  task  before  me,  for 
the  churches  around  here  are  of  a  different  faith. 
I  think  there  is  but  one  little  church  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  that  is  trying  to  adhere  to  the 
faith  that  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 

Louis  Foss. 
Nov.  20. 

Baltimore  City  Mission. 

Since  our  last  report  in  September,  we  have  re- 
ceived over  seventy  dollars  from  different  church- 
es and  individuals  in  the  Brotherhood  for  the 
"Home  Mission  Fund,"  with  which  to  build  a 
house  of  worship,  with  many  encouraging  promises 
°f  help  in  the  near  future  from  others.  Words  can 
not  express  our  heart-felt  thanks  to  those  who  have 
already  donated  to  our  fund. 

If  all  who  have  given,  and  all  who  will  yet  give 
to  this  fund,  could  meet  with  us  to  worship  in  our 
httle  hall  in  upper  room,  and  see  our  need, 
they  would  thank  God  for  ability  to  assist  in  the 
advancement  of  his  cause  in  this  great  wicked  city 
°f  over  a  half  million  souls. 

On  the  evening  of  Nov.  20  we  had  to  borrow  a 
{ew  benches  from  a  neighboring  Sunday  school 
r°om,  to  seat  the  people  who  came  to  enjoy  the 
most  encouraging  meeting  yet  held  in  our  hall. 

As  the  "  Northwest  Baltimore  Bible  Class,"— out 
of  which  grew  the  regular  two  weeks  appointment 
for  preaching;  the  "  Northwest  Baltimore  Sunday 
School;"  the  "Sunday  Evening  Prayer  Meeting," 
and  the  "Volunteer  Missionary  Movement,"  were 
0"e  year  old,  we  held  this  extra  meeting  to  praise 
G°d,  and  for  special  encouragement  to  the  mem- 
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bers  who  had  so  earnestly  labored  during  the  past 
year. 

Our  home  minister,  Bro.  J.  A.  Smith,  opened  the 
meeting  with  prayer.  After  a  brief  introductory, 
our  secretary,  sister  Emma  Little,  read  the  "  First 
Annual  Report  of  Our  Bible  Class,"  following 
which  Bro.  D.  C.  Kemp,  Assistant  Superintendent 
of  our  Sunday  school,  spoke  on  "Importance  of 
Working  Together,"  followed  by  sister  Mary  I. 
Smith,  who  read  an  excellent  composition  on 
"Sunday  school."  Then  sister  Dorie  L.  Sauble 
gave  a  talk  on  "  Missionary  Work,"  which  touched 
the  heart  of  every  one  present.  Bro.  Charles  D. 
Bonsack,  of  Westminster,  Md.,  then  spoke  on  "Bi- 
ble Study,"  giving  many  practical  and  profitable 
points. 

-Bro.  J.  A.  Bricker,  of  Downsville,  Md.,  next 
spoke  very  encouragingly  on  "  Fruits  of  Earnest 
Labor."  We  sang  an  appropriate  hymn  from  the 
Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book  between 
each  talk.  Thus  closed  a  most  interesting  and 
profitable  meeting.  Though  the  weather  was  in- 
clement, our  hall  was  well  filled,  and  the  needs  of  a 
church  home  are  becoming  more  and  more  appar- 
ent every  week. 

We  have  an  excellent  lot  in  view,  that  will  prove 
the  most  central  and  convenient  location  for  our 
work  in  this  city.  It  is  in  a  good  neighborhood, 
where  we  can  reach  the  poor  and  sick,  convenient 
to  seven  or  eight  street-car  lines,  and  almost  sur- 
rounded by  our  members. 

Note.— Will  those,  who  have  subscribed  to  the 
Home  Mission  Fund,  please  remit  at  their  earliest 
convenience,  so  we  can  secure  this  lot? 

Help  us  to  get  a  church,  dear  brethren  and  sis- 
ters! Never  have  we  needed  a  house  of  worship 
as  much  as  we  do  now.  May  God  give  us  all  abili- 
ty and  willing  hearts  to  lend  the  helping  hand! 

J.  S.  Geiser, 
1031  W.  Baltimore  St.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  26. 


From  the  Yellow  Creek  Church,  III. 

The  members  here  decided  to  hold  a  series  of 
meetings,  beginning  Nov.  14.  An  effort  was  made 
to  get  some  brother  to  come  and  labor  for  us,  but 
we  were  unable  to  secure  one,  and  so  the  work 
was  taken  up  by  our  home  ministers,  and  continued 
until  Nov.  26,  when  they  were  closed  on  account  of 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  While  there  were 
no  accessions,  yet  we  trust  some  good  has  been 
done  in  preparing  us  for  more  efficient  work  for 
our  Master. 

Nov.  26  the  church  met  for  preaching  services, 
and  in  the  afternoon  for  quarterly  council.  Con- 
siderable business  came  before  the  meeting,  but  all 
was  disposed  of  satisfactorily. 

The  church  reorganized  their  Sunday  school  for 
the  coming  year  by  re-electing  L.  E.  Keltner,  Su- 
perintendent. 

For  the  benefit  of  our  young  members,  as  well  as 
others,  a  prayer  meeting  was  organized. 

The  church  also  gave  liberally  to  the  Washing- 
ton City  meetinghouse  fund,  as  well  as  other  calls 
for  aid,  for  our  Thanksgiving  Offering. 

L.  E.  Keltner. 

Pearl  City,  III,  Nov.  27. 


Thanksgiving  at  Frultdale. 

Quite  a  number  of  brethren,  sisters  and  others, 
started  about  Nov.  17  from  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio  and  Indiana  for  Fruitdale,  Ala.  From 
the  time  of  their  arrival  up  to  Thanksgiving  Day, 
nearly  all  were  quite  busy,  some  prospecting,  some 
building  and  some  moving  into  new  homes  already 
built.  But  Thanksgiving  was  like  a  Sabbath  day. 
At  10  o'clock  A.  M.  the  Seminary  Chapel  was  well 
filled  with  those  who  met  tor  Thanksgiving  service. 
At  2:  30  P.  M.  the  brethren  and  sisters  met  in  coun- 
cil and  had  a  most  profitable,  harmonious  and  en- 
joyable meeting.  This  service  made  it  quite  ap- 
parent that  the  brethren  and  sisters  who  had  lo- 
cated there  to  better  their  material  condition,  had 
not  lost  sight  of  their  spiritual  interests.  Four- 
teen letters  of  membership  were  read  at  this  meet- 


ing. Among  them  were  three  deacons  and  one 
minister  in  the  second  degree. 

The  Fruitdale  church  is  starting  out  with  the 
idea  that  each  local  congregation  should  be  a  mis- 
sionary center.  At  this  meeting  two  committees 
were  appointed  for  church  extension  work,— one  to 
look  out  openings  for  work  among  the  white,  and 
one  among  the  colored  people.  It  was  decided  to 
hold  a  love  feast  Jan.  9,  beginning  at  10  A.  M. 
A  Bible  term,  to  continue  two  weeks,  will  begin 
immediately  after  the  feast.  Railroads  will  sell 
tickets  at  special  low  rates  on  Dec.  24  and  Jan.  5, 
and  we  hope  to  have  a  number  of  brethren  and  sis- 
ters from  the  North  enjoy  the  love  feast  and  Bible 
term  with  us  at  Fruitdale. 

During  the  week  previous  t»  Thanksgiving,  Bro. 
W.  H.  Boggs,  of  Covington,  Ohio,  preached  a  num- 
ber of  very  acceptable  sermons  at  Fruitdale,  which 
were  highly  appreciated  by  those  who  heard  them. 

James  M.  Neff. 
Dec.  1. 

Notes  by  the  Way. 

It  was  our  happy  privilege  to  be  present  at  the 
Fort  Scott  love  feast  and  the  dedication  of  their 
new  and  splendid  churchhouse.  It  was  among  the 
most  glorious  feasts  I  ever  had  the  privilege  of 
attending.  Eld.  J.  H.  Neher  has  charge  of  these 
members,  with  the  assistance  of  his  devoted  wife. 
They  are  well  calculated  for  city  work.  The  good 
Lord  is  certainly  blessing  this  church  under  their 
care. 

Bro.  Solomon  Garber  has  had  much  to  do  with 
the  prosperity  of  this  church.  He  is  working  much 
on  the  plan  of  Bro.  James  T.  Quinlan,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.  He  works  among  the  poor  children,— feeding 
and  clothing  them,  holding  prayer  meetings  among 
them,  teaching  them  the  Bible,  and  bringing  them 
to  the  Sunday  school. 

This  church  is  largely  indebted  to  sister  Tisdale 
for  her  untiring  energy.  The  church  to-day  has 
ten  thousand  consecrated  workers,  willing  to  spend 
and  be  spent  for  the  building  of  Zion  and  fallen 
humanity,  if  only  some  plan  could  be  found  to  put 
them  to  work.  I  am  acquainted  with  many  talent- 
ed members  that  get  no  encouragement,  and  of 
course  are  doing  nothing,  just  because  they  are  not 
put  to  work. 

Our  dear  brother,  Wm.  Sell,  of  Grenola,  Kans., 
preached  the  dedication  sermon,  and  also  officiated 
at  the  feast.  He  did  his  part  well.  I  am  in  Chero- 
kee County,  Southeastern  Kansas,  at  present,  stay- 
ing at  the  home  of  our  dear  brother,  A.  Lichten- 
walter.  He  and  his  wife  were  called  to  Pittsburg, 
Kans.,  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings. 

A.  J.  Peebler. 

Neutral,  Kans.,  Nov.  28. 


From  McMinnvllle,  Tenn. 

Sept.  3  I  boarded  the  cars  at  McMinnville, 
Tenn.,  to  go  to  Washington  County,  to  attend  a 
Ministerial  Meeting.  I  attended  four  love  feasts 
which  were,  indeed,  feasts  to  my  soul.  I  held  sev- 
eral meetings  while  there.  Oh,  that  we  might  all 
get  the  baptism  of  the  Spirit,  to  guide  us  into  all 
truth  and  at  last  to  the  haven  of  sweet  repose! 
O,  for  a  revival  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion  in 
all  our  churches  in  the  whole  Brotherhood!  This 
can  be  brought  about  by  earnest  prayers  and  hu- 
mility of  soul  and  body,  and  by  consecrating  our 
all  to  the  Savior  of  man.  I,  for  one,  am  deter- 
mined to  engage  more  earnestly  in  the  good  work 
of  my  Heavenly  Master.  I  am  now  in  my  sixty- 
ninth  year,  and  God  is  blessing  me  with  health  and 
bodily  strength.  Why  should  I  not  do  his  will? 
By  his  grace  I  will.  A.  H.  Duncan. 

Nov.  18. 

Echoes  from  the  Highway. 

Our  love  feast  in  the  new  churchhouse  in 
the  city,  Nov.  21,  was  an  enjoyable  meeting  for 
the  Father's  dear  children  who  participated  in  the 
event.  The  spectators  seemed  to  be  greatly  in- 
terested, the  very  best  of  order  pervaded  the  en 
tire  assembly,  and  it  is  apparent  that  the  good 
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work  started  here  is  not  in  vain.     Quite  i 
of  visiting  members  were  present.     Bro.  J 
singer,  of  Kansas,  Bro.  Trostle,  late  of  low 
Philip  A.  Moore,  late  of  Illinois,  Bro.  Lehm 
d  Bro.  Chamberlin,  with  the  three  1 
5,  made  up   the   list  of  preachers   pre 
On  Sunday  following,  the  brethren  gave  the 
day  school  some  good  things  to  think  about, 
Bro.  Holsinger  and  Bro.  Lehmcr  gave 
edifying  discourses* 

All  that  we  have  heard  speak  of  our  new  church- 
house  seem  to  think  we  have  one  among  the 
best,— if  not  the  best— arranged  house  for  all  pur 
poses  in  the  Brotherhood.  The  automatic,  mova- 
ble partitions  are  a  great  convenience  in  giving  dif- 
ferent apartments  for  Sunday  school  purposes,  anc 
a  pleasant,  comfortabli 
meetings.  In  one  n 
rooms  can  be  all  throw 
assembly  of  people.  Much  credit  is  due  the  breth- 
ren and  sisters  who  so  energetically  pushed  the  en- 
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We  learn  that  within  the  last  few  days  quite 
number  of  members  from  the  East  have  arrived  in 
this  part  of  California,  and  among  them  more 
preachers.  Well,  still  there  is  room,  and  we  hope 
their  sojourn  and  labors  of  love  will  be  to  their  and 
our  good!  J-  S-  I*'L0RV' 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


Notes  by  the  Way. 


As  usual,  we  had 
Thursday,  at  the  Di 
rather  strange  to  so 
in  our  Brotherhood, 
on  this  day.     It  sur 
to  have  them.    It  h; 
the  last  thirty-eight 
the  Lord's  Day  fo: 
will  be   univ 
Brotherhood 
made  to    ai< 
Board  had  di 
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>ur  Thanksgiving  meeting  last 
nnel's  Creek  house.  It  seems 
me  of  us  that,  at  a  few  places 
the  Brethren  have  no  services 
:ly  is  right  on  the  Gospel  line 
.s  been  as  regular  with  us  for 
or  forty  years,  as  meeting  on 
worship.  We  hope,  ere  long,  it 
lly  observed  all  over  our  dear 
onations  amounting  to  S6. 5 1  were 
mission  point  that  the  Mission 
ed  for  the  time  being,  on  account 
rry  on  the  work.  The  Donnel's 
Creek  church  has  been  supplying  them  with 
preaching  for  the  last  four  months.  We  were  also 
glad  to  learn  at  our  Thanksgiving  meeting  that  our 
solicitors  for  a  churchhouse  in  Washington,  D.  C, 
are  meeting  with  fair  success.  May  God  bless  the 
work  for  much  good!  The  series  of  meetings  in 
the  Hickory  Grove  church,  Charlestown  house, 
closed  last  night  one  week  ago,  with  a  good  at- 
tendance and  fair  interest.  One  precious  soul  was 
baptized. 

I  am  at  present  laboring  in  or  near  Laplace,  111. 
I  have  had  four  meetings  with  good  interest.  My 
health  is  not  good,  yet  I  have  been  able  to  meet  all 
my  promises  on  time  this  season,  so  far. 

Henry  Frantz. 
Forgy,  Ohio,  Dee.  I. 


Talent,  Ore.  —  Bro.  Levi  Trostle  preached  his 
last  sermon  here  last  night.  He  preached  nine  ser- 
mons in  Ashland.  We  think  he  did  a  good  deal 
of  good  while  here.  He  goes  from  this  place  to 
Southern  California.— Susan  M.  Rhodes,  Nov.  JO. 

Back  Creek,  Pa.— Nov.  13  Bro.  J.  A.  Long,  of 
York,  Pa.,  came  to  us  and  preached  for  us  two 
weeks.  God  blessed  us  with  good  weather,  good 
roads  and  good  preaching.  Fourteen  were  made 
willing  to  come  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  were 
baptized.— John  Lehner,  Upton,  Pa.,  Nov.  30. 

Prairie  Lake  Church,  Okla.  T.— Oct.  31  the  Breth- 
ren of  the  western  division  of  Woods  County  met 
in  council.  The  church  was  organized  with  thirty 
members  and  three  applicants  for  baptism.  Eld. 
Studebaker,  of  McPherson,  Kans.,  was  chosen  elder. 
The  choosing  of  a  minister  was  deferred  until  some 
future  date.— 5.  Wuner,  Auburn,  Okla.  T„  Nov.  28. 

Union  City  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  L.  H.  Eby  closed 
his  meetings  at  the  Brick  house  Nov.  29,  with  a 
good  interest  prevailing.  The  membership  re- 
ceived new  inspiration  for  more  aggressive  work  in 
the  future.  Ten  were  received  by  confession  of 
faith  and  baptism.  Bro.  Eby  is  a  zealous  worker, 
giving  no  uncertain  sound  in  the  preaching  of  the 
Word. — Esta  Simmons,  Dec.  2. 

Sugar  Creek  Church,  Ind.  —  Bro.  Alexander 
Miller  of  Wakarusa,  Elkhart  Co.,  Ind..,  came  to  us 
to  assist  in  holding  a  series  of  meetings.  He 
staid  till  the  evening  of  the  29th,  pi 
twenty  powerful  and  soul-cheering 
precious  souls,  a  young  man  and  his 
from  the  world  to  walk  in  newness  of  life  and  were 
baptized.—/'.  G.  Voder,  Dec.  I. 

Ottawa  Church,  Kans.— We  just  closed  a  very 
interesting  and  profitable  series  of  meetings,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  Joseph  Glick,  who  preached  twen- 
ty-two sermons,  full  of  Gospel  truth  and  love. 
Stormy,  rainy  weather  caused  us  to  have  small  con- 
gregations part  of  the  time.  Two  persons  united 
with  us  by  confession  and  baptism.1  Others  are 
"almost  persuaded."— Fanny  Morrow. 

Cerrogordo  Church,  111.  —  We  held  our  usual 
Thanksgiving  services  to-day,  conducted  by  Bro. 
J.  W.  Metzger,  of  California.  He  dwelt  largely  on 
the  subject  of  giving.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting 
a  collection  of  £15.94  was  taken  for  missionary  pur- 
poses. It  was  decided  to  leave  it  to  the  judgment 
of  the  General  Mission  Board  to  use  it  where  it  is 
most  needed. — Sallie  E.  Cart,  Nov.  26. 

Portage  Church,  Ind.  —  Eld.  Levi  Holsinger 
came  to  us  Nov.  12,  and  conducted  a  very  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings.  He  preached  twenty- 
two  sermons,  which  were  much  appreciated  by  all 
who  admire  sound  doctrine.     No  accessions  attend- 


ns.    Two 
came  out 


Big  Creek,  111.— Bro.  David  Troxel,  of  Cerrogor- 
do, 111.,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the 
Walnut  Grove  church,  Nov.  20,  and  closed  Nov.  30, 
with  good  interest.  We  had  meeting  on  Thanks- 
giving Day,  and  also  held  one  council-meeting. 
Bro.  Troxel  held  forth  the  Word  in  its  purity. 
The  meetings  were  not  so  largely  attended  as 
they  might  have  been,  had  not  the  weather  been 
against  us.—/.  M.  Forney,  Dec.  J. 

Pine  Grove,  Fla.— Brother  and  sister  C.  D.  Hyl- 
ton  met  with  us  in  Sunday  school  this  morning  at 
9: 30  and  assisted  in  the  work.  At  11  A.  M.  we 
held  our  prayer  meeting,  at  which  their  presence 
and  assistance  were  appreciated.  At  3:  30  P.  M. 
Bro.  Hylton  gave  us  a  very  interesting  discourse 
from  Philpp.  1:  21.  The  Pine  Grove  Sunday  school 
Thanksgiving  offering  for  mission  work  was  S14.— 
D.  E.  Bowman,  Hope.  Fla  ,  Nov.  29. 

Lafayette  Church,  Ohio.— The  members  fed 
greatly  built  up  by  the  recent  series  of  meetings, 
held  at  this  place.  Bro.  Daniel  Snell,  of  Sidney, 
Ind.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  for  us  Nov.  11  and 
continued  till  the  evening  of  the  29th.  Our  little 
band  has  reasons  to  rejoice  because  of  eight  pre- 
cious souls  uniting  with  us.  We  are  hopeful  that 
their  labors  will  be   of  much  use  to  us,   as  all  are 
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South  Bend,  Ind.— The  St.  Joseph  Valley  church 
held  a  Thanksgiving  meeting  this  morning.  A 
thank-offering  of  four  dollars  for  the  General  Mis- 
sionary work  was  given,  with  the  prayer  that  the 
Lord  would  bless  it  to  his  glory. — Cannon  Smith 
Nov.  26. 


Woodland  Church,  111.— 
was  held  Dec  2,  with  many 
business  was  adjusted  in  lov 
day  school  will  re-elect  offie 


)ur  quarterly  council 
lembers  present.  All 
and  union.  Our  Sun- 
's about  Jan,  I.     Last 


Sunday  one  dear  soul  was  led  into   the  icy  stream 
and  buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.— Lydia  Walters. 

Whitewater,  Ind.  —  Eld.  Joseph  Spitzer,  of 
Summitville,  Ind.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  Nov. 
7,  at  the  Cedar  Grove  church,  near  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  Price's  Creek  district,  which 
closed  Nov.  26.  He  preached,  in  all,  twenty-three 
sermons.  The  meetings  closed  without  any  addi- 
tions, but  with  a  good  interest. — Liretta  Brown, 
Dec.  1. 


ed  the  earnest  and  powerful  labors  of  God's  faith- 
ful servant,  but  we  are  all  persuaded  that  a  good 
work  has  been  done. — George  D.  Zollers. 

Notice.— From  Dec.  20  to  March  1,  my  address 
will  be  changed  from  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  to  Pleas- 
antville,  Marion  Co.,  Iowa.  Heretofore  some 
churches  have  desired  my  service  in  the  ministry 
when  it  was  not  convenient  on  my  part.  During 
the  time  mentioned,  I  will  be  at  leisure.  Should 
my  services  still  be  desired,  address  me  as  above. — 
Stephen  Yoder,  Holmesville,  Nebr.,  Nov.  JO. 

Middle  Fork  Church,  Ind— Bro.  David  Dilling 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  Edna  Mills, 
Nov.  18,  and  closed  Nov.  29.  Two  were  baptized 
and  the  meeting  closed  with  a  good  interest. 
Some  were,  seemingly,  almost  persuaded  to  be 
Christians.  Our  brother  preached  the  Word  in  its 
purity,  and  the  seed  sown  will  bear  fruit  in  the  fu- 
ture.— John  E.  Metzger,  Edna  Mills,  Ind.,  Nov.  JO. 

Elkrun,  Va  —  Nov.  7  Bro.  D.  H.  Zigler,  of  May- 
land,  Va.,  preached  for  us  and  continued  until  the 
29th,  except  two  nights.  He  preached,  in  all, 
twenty-five  sermons,  which  were  listened  to  with 
interest.  Tru^re  were  no  additions.  The  members 
were  strengthened,  and  sinners  warned.  Nov.  8 
four  were  received  into  the  church  by  baptism, — all 
young  in  years.  These  applied  before  our  meet- 
ing.— /.  A.  Miller,  Nov.  30. 


young  and   have  life  before  them. — G.  A    Snider, 
Harrod,  Ohio.  # 

Woodbury  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.— Bro.  Geo. 
S.  Harp,  of  Ellerton,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  paid  us 
a  brief  visit  and  preached  an  able  and  interesting 
sermon  at  the  above-named  church.  All  minister- 
ing brethren  traveling  through  here  are  cordially 
invited  to  stop  off  and  preach  for  us.  We  have 
decided  to  hold  a  series  of  meetings,  which  is  to 
commence  about  Jan.  I.  At  our  last  meeting,  a 
church  correspondent  was  appointed,  and  this  fell  to 
the  writer's  lot.—/.  5.  Law,  407  St.  Paul  St.,  Dec.  2. 

Arcadia,  Nebr.— I  left  home  Nov.  9,  to  visit  the 
Brethren's  new  colony  at  Knoxville,  Ark.  We  ar- 
rived at  Knoxville,  Nov.  11,  where  we  met  Bro.  j. 
H.  Bosserman,  Eld.  Henry  Brubaker  and  others, 
who  are  enjoying  their  new  home.  Nov.  15  Bro. 
Brubaker  preached  at  a  schoolhouse  at  11,  and  at  3 
o'clock  we  had  an  enjoyable  Bible  Reading  at  the 
elder's  house.  The  weather  was  pleasant  as  Sep- 
tember in  Nebraska.  We  hope  that  God  will  bless 
the  good  work  in  this  new  colony!— D.  M.  Ross, 
Nov.  28. 

Pine  Creek,  111.— We  continued  the  meeting  at 
Chana  for  ten  days.  Rain,  dark  nights,  and  farm- 
ers still  husking  corn,  were  somewhat  against  us. 
Some  were  very  near  the  kingdom,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  they  would  join  the  church  at  this 
time,  but  they  put  it  off  "till  a  more  convenient 
season."  These  people  showed  a  deep  interest  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  Brethren.  One  was  baptized  at 
Pine  Creek  since  we  last  wrote.  About  $22.00  was 
collected  on  Thanksgiving  Day  for  the  poor.—/* 
Heckman,  Nov.  28. 
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Burlington,  W.  Va.  —  Under  the  directions  0 
the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  First  District  of 
W.  Va.,  Nov.  20,  I  began  meetings  at  the  Oak 
Dale  church,  Hardy  Co.,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Pine  Church  congregation,  and  continued  till  the 
27th.  On  account  of  other  meetings  being  in  prog- 
ress at  the  same  time,  the  attendance  was  not  so 
large,  but  the  interest  was  good.  One  was  re- 
claimed, one  baptized,  and  two  others  applied  for 
baptism.  Others  are  much  impressed.  The  Lor 
be  praised! — George  S.  Arnold,  Dec.  I. 

Roanoke,   111.— Am   busy   in  the   Master's  work 
here.     Bible    Normal    at   2   P.    M.   in    town,    an 
preaching  two  miles  east  each  evening.     Bro.      ^ 
vid  Rowland,  of  Shannon,  111.,  is  also  with  us,  an 
we  are  glad.     That  excellent  little  work,  "The  H 
ly  Ghost   and  the   Holy  Angels"*  is  worthy  t 
study  of  every  lover  of  God.     It  is  terse,  plain  an 
full   of  proofs  of   our   "innumerable"   relatives 
the  redemptive  realm.     Millions  of  copies  ought 
be  at  work.—M.  M.  Eshelman,  Dec.  2. 


"The  book  may  be  ordered  from  the  Messenoe 
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Richfield,  Pa— This  church  just  closed  one  of 
the  most  interesting  series  of  meetings  ever  held 
at  this  place.  Bro.  Albert  Steinberger,  from  Lew- 
istown,  Pa.,  came  to  us  Nov.  21,  and  continued  the 
meetings  until  Nov.  30.  Bro,  Steinberger  is  an 
able  expounder  of  the  Gospel.  There  were  no  im- 
mediate accessions,  but  much  good  was  accom- 
plished. The  members  were  much  revived  and 
built  up  in  the  cause. — C.  G.  Pellman, 

Spring  River  Church,  Mo.— We  closed  one 
week's  series  of  meetings  last  night,  conducted  by 
Bro.  Wm.  Harvey,  of  the  Dry  Fork  church.  The 
nights  being  very  dark  and  rainy  during  the  fore- 
part of  the  week,  and  then  suddenly  turning  quite 
cold,  made  our  congregations  small,  but  the  very 
best  of  order  prevailed  during  the  meetings.  One 
soul  was  baptized,  and  others  were  impressed  in 
regard  to  their  duty.—/.  K.  Shively,  Nov.  jo. 

Midland,  Va  —  Bro.  H.  C.  Early  was  expected  to 
begin  a  series  of  meetings  here  Oct.  10,  but  as 
sickness  and  death  of  a  near  relative  prevented  his 
coming  at  the  time  appointed,  the  church  decided 
to  begin  the  meetings.  The  home  ministers  did 
the  preaching  until  Bro.  Early's  arrival.  Oct.  18 
Bro.  Early  commenced  his  labors  and  continued 
for  two  more  weeks.  By  the  grace  of  God  many 
good  impressions  were  made.  Five  were  added  to 
the  church  at  Midland  by  baptism,  and  one  re- 
claimed. Four  were  baptized  here  (one  at  Nokes- 
ville  that  belongs  here).— Dermis  Weimer,  Beakton, 
Va. 

Maple  Grove  Church,  Kans.— Since  my  last  re- 
port we  had  a  pleasant  council-meeting  and  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  conducted  by  the  home  ministers. 
Two  were  baptized.  At  our  Thanksgiving  meeting 
we  had  a  sermon  by  Bro.  I.  H.  Crist,  from  Ps.  65:  9, 
after  which  an  offering  was  made  for  the  Tract 
Work.  Yesterday  brother  and  sister  Harrison, 
both  mutes,  living  in  Media,  were  anointed.  Bro. 
].  M.  Miller,  of  Westphalia,  Kans,,  is  now  conduct- 
ing a  singing  class  at  our  church.  Father  has  been 
confined  to  the  house  for  two  weeks  with  a  car- 
buncle on  his  neck. — Ida  S.  Crist,  Gardner,  Kans., 
Dec.  2. 

Bonsacks,  Va.  —  Our  series  of  meetings,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  A.  Hutchison,  at  Bethel,  Botetourt 
Co.,  Va.,  closed  on  Saturday,  Nov.  30,  with  fifteen 
additions  by  baptism,  and  a  number  of  others  deep- 
ly impressed.  An  appointment  was  made  to  com- 
mence a  series  of  meetings  here  on  Sunday,  but 
we  failed  because  of  the  rain,  day  and  night,  and 
hence  commenced  last  night,  with  fair  attendance 
and  good  attention.  We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  there  will  be  a  good  interest.  We  will  contin- 
ue as  long  as  circumstances  may 
do  so.  Bro.  Hutchison  was  in  gc 
the  work.— B.  F.  Moomiw,  Dec.  r. 


.courage  us  to 
condition  for 


Somerset,  Pa.— We,  i 
the  Middle  Creek  chur 
ular  i 


have 


the  northern  extremity  of 
h,  are  still  filling  our  reg- 
appointments  with  a  marked  degree  of  inter- 
est by  our  few  scattered  members.  On  Thanks- 
giving Day  we  had  an  interesting  meeting  at  our 
Pleasant  Hill  house.  A  school  was  in  progress 
close  by,  at  the  time,  but  the  teacher  dismissed 
«e  school  for  services  at  the  church,  and  most  of 
school  were  at  the  preaching  services.  We 
ecent  additions  to  report  at  this  end 
our  church.  This  does  not  discourage  us,  but 
we  still  try  to  hold  up  the  standard  of  Truth, 
as  best  we  can.— U.  D.  Braucher,  Nov.  jo. 

Yellow  Creek  Church,  Pa— On  Saturday  even- 
'"g.  Nov.  14,  Bro.  Wm.  Ritchey,  of  the  Snake 
P"ng  congregation,  began  a  series  of  meetings  at 
he  Bethel  church.  It  was  one  of  those  meetings 
long  to  be  remembered.  Bro.  James  Sell  came  to  us 
°n  Sat"rday  evening,  Nov.  15,  and  preached  one  of 
«  soul-cheering  sermons.  Bro.  Ritchey  preached 
Sl«een  sermons  in  all.  The  church  was  much  re- 
ived. The  members,  and  especially  fathers  and 
mothers,  were  made  to  rejoice  to  see  their  children 
^ming  into  the  fold  of  Christ.  Eight  were  re- 
Ce,ved  by  baptism,  and  one  who  had  wandered 
a*ay  returned  to  the  fold,— Daniel  Ritchey,  Tates- 
1m  Pa, 
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Salem  Church,  Kans.— Nov.  14  we  met  in  church 
council.  Bro.  Eby,  our  elder,  was  present.  We 
had  an  excellent  meeting,  as  all  business  was  trans- 
acted with  the  best  of  feeling.  Bro.  Eby  was 
again  selected  as  our  elder.  After  giving  the 
church  a  good  admonition,  as  to  the  duty  of  a 
church,  he  accepted  the  call.  We  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  in  the  near  future.  Bro.  D.  L. 
Miller  and  wife  gave  us  a  short  visit.— L.  E.  Faltr- 
ney,  Sterling,  Kans.,  Nov.  2S, 

Owl  Creek    Church,  Ohio. 
Brethren  of  the  Owl  Creek  ch 


house   on  the  evening 
thirteen  sermons  for 


)f  No 


By  request  of  the 
•ch,  Knox  County, 
eetings  at  the  Ankneytown 
and  preached 
sted  congrega- 
tions. Had  our  stay  among  the  dear  Brethren  not 
been  limited,  we  believe  many  would  have  enlist- 
ed in  Christ's  service.  This  church  has  passed 
through  dark  days,  but  things  are  looking  brighter 
and,  with  a  united  effort  upon  the  part  of  the 
church,  much  good  can  be  accomplished.  Last 
evening  we  began  a  meeting  in  the  Portage  church, 
Wood  County,  Ohio,  in  the  Cloverdale  house.  I 
will  report  results  later  an— Reuben  Shroyer,  Nov. 
30. 

Palestine,  Ark.— Bro.  Henry  Brubaker,  of  Knox- 
ville,  Ark.,  came  to  us  Nov.  24,  remaining  till  Nov. 
30,  Eleven  meetings  were  held,  including  a 
Thanksgiving  service  and  a  council-meeting.  A 
liberal  collection  was  received  for  missionary  work 
at  the  Thanksgiving  meeting.  At  our  council- 
meeting  Bro.  Jacob  Sloniker  was  advanced  to  the 
second  degree  of  the  ministry.  Rain  interfered, 
to  some  extent,  in  the  attendance  of  the  meetings, 
but  the  blessing  was  received  by  those  who  at- 
tended. Both  saint  and  sinner  were  fed  with  the 
Bread  of  Life.  Bro.  Brubaker's  was  a  mission  of 
love  to  the  churches  of  Eastern  Arkansas,  of 
which  he  now  has  the  oversight.— D.  L.  Forney, 
Dec.  1. 

English  Prairie  Church,  Ind.— We  held  our 
Communion  meeting  Nov.  14.  The  members  were 
not  all  present,  but,  nevertheless,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  five1  members  engaged  in  the  services. 
Eight  ministers  from  other  congregations  were 
present.  Bro.  John  H.  Wright,  of  North  Manches- 
ter, Ind.,  officiated.  The  exercises  were  very  sol- 
emn, and  good  order  prevailed.  After  the  feast 
the  meetings  were  continued  by  Bro.  J.  H.  Wright 
for  two  weeks  and  closed  last  night.  He  preached 
every  night,  and  also  gave  us  five  sermons  in  day- 
time, including  one  funeral,  and  a  special  sermon 
on  Thanksgiving  Day.  Three  souls  came  out  on 
the  Lord's  side,  and  were  baptized.— -John  Long, 
Nov.  jo. 

Littleton,  111.— Eld.  Beck,  of  the  Astoria  church, 
came  to  our  church  (Union  Baptist)  three  miles 
southwest  of  Littleton,  Schuyler  County,  on  Sat- 
urday, Nov.  28,  preaching  for  us  at  night.  He  was 
joined  by  Eld.  Baker,  on  Sunday,  who  preached  at 
lock,  and  also  at  night.  Th 
Irethren  ever  preached  in  t 
church  was  well  filled  with  a 
many  of  whom  had  never  hea 
forth  by  the  Brethren.  They  : 
sions  on  the  people.  Many  a 
should  come  again.  One  mi 
mark  that  the  Brethren  would 
lar  because  they  preach  too 
Dennis,  Dec.  I. 
Burr  Oak,  Kans.— The  Bu 


3  this  locality.  The 
1  attentive  audience, 
rd  the  Word,  as  set 
nade  lasting  impres- 
e  anxious  that  they 
nister  made  the  re- 
nevcr  be  very  popu- 
much   truth.— H.  0. 


Oak  church 


rterly  council    No 
le  before 


Considerable  business 


Faidley,  a 
;hurch  for 
I  to  mem- 
inistry.  He  solemnly  renewed 
i,  —  to  labor  with  and  for  the 
uilding  of  the  cause  of  Zion. 
/as  elected  Sunday  school  Su- 
A.  Daggett  is  our  agent  for 
blications.  A  correspondent  for  the 
Messenger  Was  also  chosen.  The  church  decided 
to  hold  a  series  of  meetings  about  the  Holidays. 
Two  have  been  added  to  the  church  by  baptism 
since  our  feast,— Emma  J,  Modlin. 
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about  fourteen  years,  was  again  resto 
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Bro.  Chris.  Hoff 
perintendent. 


Pleasant  Dale,  Ind.  —  The  members  of  this 
church  met  on  Thanksgiving  Day  to  return  thanks 
unto  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  many  favors  and 
blessings  bestowed  upon  us,  and  to  try  to  help  the 
cause  of  our  Blessed  Master  by  giving  of  our  sub- 
stance. We  completed  our  donations  to  Old  Peo- 
ple's and  Orphans'  Home,  and  Home  Missions. 
The  amount  raised  was  Sn.oo,  to  be  divided  by 
giving  one-half  to  each  place.  This  was  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Indiana.— tf. /.  Dilling,  Nov.  i7. 

Bethel  Church,  Nebr.— On  Saturday,  Nov.  21,  a 
special  council  was  held.  Three  deacons  were  in- 
stalled—brethren C.  J.  Lichty,  H.  Miller  and  J.  O. 
Saylor.  Bro.  D.  B.  Heiny  was  ordained  elder. 
Brethren  J.  Ikenberry,  Unas  Shick  and  J.  J.  Kindig 
d  Kindig  re- 
Sunday  school 


Afte 

nteresting  talk.    Our 
;,  with  an  average  of 

Bro.  J.   O.  Saylor  is 


were  with  us.  Brethren  Sh 
mained  with  us  over  Sunday. 
Bro.  Kindig  gave  a  short,  i 
Sunday  school  is  progressinj 
132  scholars  for  last  quarter. 
Superintendent.— Clara  Hochstedler,  Carleton,  Nebr. 

Meriden,  Kans.— Bro.  J.  E,  Young,  of  Beatrice, 
Nebr.,  came  here  Nov.  23,  to  begin  a  series  of 
meetings.  On  the  night  of  Nov.  26  we  held  our 
Communion.  About  forty  members  surrounded 
the  tables.  The  order  could  be  no  better.  It  was 
certainly  a  feast  of  love.  Brethren  A.  Van  Dyke 
and  Kimball,  and  their  wives,  were  with  us.  Bro. 
VanDyke  officiated.  Bro.  Young  is  still  contin- 
uing the  meetings  and  drills  in  Bible  Normal  stud- 
ies, with  interest  and  good  attendance.  One  has 
made  application  for  baptism.— .4.  Smith,  Nov.  Jo. 

Tear  Coat,  W.  Va.— On  Saturday  night,  Oct.  24, 
Bro.  B.  W.  Smith  began  a  seiies  of  meetings  at  the 
Union  Chapel,  and  continued  until  Friday,  Oct. 
30.  Ten  precious  souls,  all  of  whom  are  young 
people,  were  received  by  baptism.  On  Saturday, 
Oct.  31,  our  love  feast,  at  the  Tear  Coat  church, 
took  place.  We  had  a  very  enjoyable  meeting. 
A  number  of  members  from  adjoining  congrega- 
tions met  with  us.  On  Sunday,  Nov.  I,  at  10  A. 
M.,  we  had  preaching  by  Bro.  W.  M.  Wine,  of  Win- 
chester, Va.  At  2  P.  M.,  we  had  children's  meet- 
ing. Quite  a  number  of  children  were  present. 
Nov.  2  Bro.  G.  S.  Arnold  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Mt.  Zion  church  and  preached  during 
the  next  week.  Two  more  young  persons  came 
out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were  added  to  the  fold 
by  baptism. — Maggie  E.  Flory,  Nov.  2g. 

Falling  Spring  Church,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.— Yes- 
terday evening  was  the  close  of  our  series  of  meet- 
ings at  the  Hade  house,  beginning  Nov.  7.  The 
preaching  was  done  by  Eld.  W.   A.   Gaunt,  of  Elk 


Lick,   Pa.     We 

were    r 

chly   fee 

with   st 

lid 

Bible 

truths.    Our  brother    I 

abored   e 

arnestly 

with    the 

chur 

ch,  and  the 

hurch 

with   hin 

.     Three 

re  re- 

ceiv 

:d  into  the 

:hurch 

by  bapt 

sm.     Many 

others 

deeply  impressed. 

We  kno 

w  that  th 

ese 

meet- 

ings 

did  us  all  m 

uch  go 

od.     The 

outlook 

at 

pres- 

ent, 

is  encourag 

ing,  an 

d  we   kr, 

ow   that 

thi 

seed 

sowr 

will  have  a 

telling 

effect  i 

11  the  future 

We 

had 

large    congregatio 

ns    throu 

ghout    tl 

entire 

mee 

ing,  and  the 

best  0 

order  an 

d  attentk 

n 

0  the 

Wor 

i  preached. 

We  expect  Br 

0.  O.  V. 

Lo 

ng,  of 

Abb 

Htstown,  Pa 

,  in  De 

cember, 

0  assist  i 

1  a 

series 

Df  n 

eetings   at 

Shady 

Grove.- 

Wm.  A. 

At 

ihony. 

Nov.  23. 

Harrod,  Ohio.— At  this  writing  Bro.  Daniel  Snell, 
of  Sidney,  Ind..  is  engaged  in  a  very  interesting  se- 
ries  of   meetings   at   the   Lafayette    church.     The 
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meetings  began  N 

good  from  the  beginning, 

bers    is  rejoicing   that    e 
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death.     Others  are  counting  the  cost 
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Yesterday, 
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Thanksgiving  offer- 
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ward. We  raised  S24.70,  to  be  used  in  spreading 
the  Gospel  in  the  various  ways.  Our  membership 
is  small,  but  we  are  rejoicing  that  the  young  are 
falling  in  line  to  help  fight  the  glorious  battles. — G, 
A,  Snider,  Nov,  27, 
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Ladoga,  Ind.  —  Nov.  6  Bro.  J.  M. 
Mohler  commenced  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  the  Mt.  Pleasant  church.  Good 
interest  was  manifested  and  one  young 
man  united  with  us.  The  meetings 
closed  Nov.  26.  May  the  truth  spoken 
be  as  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,  to 
return  after  many  days!— Lula  Harsh- 
barger,  Nov.  29. 

Ft.  Hunter,  Pa— We  had  a  very  in- 
teresting and  soul-inspiring  series  of 
meetings  recently.  Bro.  Joseph  Auk- 
er,  from  Juniata  County, 


He 


ed   to    labo 


ong 


Nov.  14,  and  continued  until  Nov.  24, 
preaching  in  all  twelve  plain  and  in- 
structive sermons.  The  attendance 
and  attention  were  good.  While  there 
were  no  additions,  yet  the  meetings  did 
the  members  good.— Ida  R.  Baker,  Nov. 

Peach  Grove,  Va.— Bro.  Victor  Long, 
of  Maryland,  commenced  a  series  of 
meetings  at  the  Peach  Grove  church- 
house  Nov.  12,  and  closed  Nov.  22. 
He  labored  faithfully  each  evening  and 
twice  on  Sundays,  and  drew  the  larg- 
est crowd  of  attentive  listeners  that  ev- 
er assembled  at  the  Peach  Grove  meet- 
inghouse. We  hope  the  good  seed 
sown  may  bring  forth  an  abundant  har- 
vest in  the  near  future.— Margaret  J. 
Miller,  Winchester,  1  'a.,  Nov.  23. 

Parsons,  Eans. — Our  love  feast  at 
this  place  was  indeed  an  enjoyable  one. 
The  large  tent  was  crowded  with  anx- 
ious spectators,  and  the  best  of  inter- 
est was  manifested.  Bro.  W.  B.  Sell 
officiated.  The  meetings  at  the  school- 
house  were  well  attended  by  anxious 
listeners.  Many  good  and  lasting  im- 
pressions were  made  on  the  minds  of 
many.  One  dear  old  sister  was  re- 
claimed. Others  were  counting  the 
cost  of  living  without  God  and  without 
hope  in  the  world.— Samuel  Ullery,  Nov. 
24. 

Bridgewater,  Va.— On  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day,  through  the  kindness  of  Bro. 
G.  C.  Spitzer,  who  furnished  us  con- 
veyance, Bro.  J.  W.  Wayland,  Jr.,  and 
the  writer  of  this  notice  were  permit- 
ted to  attend  Thanksgiving  services  at 
the  old  Garber  meetinghouse,  six  miles 
north  of  this  place,  where  Bro.  Way- 
land  preached  an  earnest,  soul-stirring 
sermon  from  Ps.  104:  24.  After  serv- 
ices a  collection,  held  somewhat  in- 
formally, resulted  in  raising,  by  free- 
will contribution,  the  amount  of  S6S' 


Williamstown,  Ohio, 
giving  Day  the 


On  Thanks 


f  the  Eagle 
et    for    Thanksgiving 
!,  and  listened  to  a  very  interest- 
nstructive  sermon  by  Bro.  D. 
D.  Thomas.     A  collection  was  taken, 
amounting  to  S675,  which  will  be  giv- 
n  to  our  home  mission  fund.    Sixty 
;nts  was  given  for  "Doctrinal  Mes- 
;ngeks."     Our  church  is  in  excellent 
orking  order,  having  recently  enjoyed 
glorious  revival,  conducted  by  Bro. 
tuckman.—  C/ias.  A.  Same,  Nov.  26. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.— We  arrived  safe- 
ly at  Los  Angeles  on  Saturday  morn- 
,  Nov.  21,  at  6:  30,  with  our  compa- 
of  eleven.    Some  of  us  went  through 
to    Lordsburg,  and  enjoyed   the  feast 
th   the   Brethren   there.    The   same 
evening  we  met  many  of  our  Eastern 
isters,  among  them  Bro. 
Wm.  J.  Thomas,  of  Englewood.     Bro. 
Thomas  officiated  at  the  feast.     We  at- 
tended  the   meeting   at    Glendora   on 
Sunday  evening.     Bro.  H.  M.  Barkdoll 
ached  on  Sunday  morning,  and  Bro. 
:y  in  the  evening.     We  expect  to  go 
to  the  Thanksgiving  meeting  at  Covi- 
there  we  go  to  Compton  to 
r-in-law,  Bro.  Isaac  Thomas. 
California  had   a  few  fine  rains  lately. 
The  orange  crop  is  short  this  season, 
weather   is  fine.  —  5.  C.  Lehman, 
Nov.  25. 

Chippewa  Church,  Ohio.  —  Oct.  3, 
Bro.  Aaron  Hiestand  began  a  series 
of  meetings  in  our  east  churchhouse 
and  held  forth  the  Word  in  its  power 
and  purity.  The  meetings  continued 
until  the  evening  of  Oct.  23.  Sinners 
were  warned  and  saints  much  built  up. 
Nov.  14  the  church  met  in  regular 
quarterly  council.  All  business  that 
came  before  the  meeting  was  pleasant- 
ly adjusted.  At  a  previous  meeting 
two  solicitors  were  appointed  to  get 
subscribers  for  the  Gospel  Messenger, 
their  work  to  be  gratis,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds resulting  therefrom  to  be  used 
in  sending  the  paper  to  the  poor  of  the 
church.  The  Home  and  Foreign  Mis- 
sions were  remembered.  We  also  de- 
cided to  have  a  series  of  meetings  at 
the  Grove  house  in  the  near  future,  to 
be  conducted  by  home  talent. — Flora  1. 
Hof,  Madisonburg,  Ohio,  Nov.  26. 


She  leaves  a  husband  (a  brother)  and  five  cbil- 
Services  were  held  at  the  house  by  E. 
D  Weigel,  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  the 
r,  from  I  Pet.  1:3.4,  5.  aft£r  wh'ch  tbc 
body  was  taken  to  the  Trindel  Spring  cemete- 
y  and  interred  by  the  side  of  her  parents. 

Daniel  Landis. 

GREEGOR.  —  In    Mechanicsburg,    Lower 

Cumberland  church,   Pa.,  Nov.  6,  1896,  sister 

Hetty  Greegor,  aged  74  years,  a  months  and  22 

days.     She  leaves  a  large  number  of  relatives 

nd  friends.    She  called  for  the  elders  and  was 

nointed.    The  services  were  held  in  the  Union 

reetinghouse,  Mechanicsburg,  by  Eld.  Isaac 

Barto  and  the  writer,  from  Rev.  14:  12,  13.  aft- 

which  the  body  was  taken  to  the  cemetery 

the  Cocklin  meetinghouse,  and  laid  by  the 

le  of  her  husband  and  daughter. 
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SPRINGER.— In    Mechani 

umberland  church,  Pa.,  Nov. 

Fanny  Springer,  aged  71  years 


.nd 


MEYERS. —  At  the  Rock  View  Home,  of 
Sbirleysburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  6,  1896,  Bro.  John  Mey- 
rs,  of  M.-.rtinsburg,  Pa.,  aged  about  76  years. 
runeral  services  conducted  by  brethren  T.  B 
Maddocks  and  A.  B.  Burget.        J.  G.  Mock. 

SHUE— In  the  Aughwick  church,  Hunting. 

don  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  7,  1806,  Bro.  Andrew  Shue, 

:d  59  years,  1  month  and  1 3  days.    He  leaves' 

behind  a  family  of  ten  children  to  mourn  the 

of  a  kind  parent.    Bro.  Shue  selected  his 

text  for  the  funeral  discourse,  namely,  the 

latter  part  of  the  sixth  chapter  of  Revelation- 


Dan 


,  Landis. 


RAWLS.— At  Red  Cloud,  Nebr.,  Nov.  10, 
:o6,  Bro.  M.  A.  Rawls,  aged  40  years,  4  months 
and  19  days.    He  leaves  a  wife  and  two  chil- 
:en.    Funeral  services  by  the  Brethren. 

Sarah  Mohler. 

CURTIS.  —  In  the  bounds  of  the  Barren 
Ridge  church,  Augusta  Co.,  Va.,  Nov.  16,  1896, 
Iro.  Clayborne  Curtis,  aged  51  years,  6  months 
nd  17  days.  Bro.  Curtis  was  afilicted  for  sev- 
tas  anointed  several  months 


He 


rife  and 


before  he  died. 
children.    Funeral  services  improved  by  Bro. 
J.  C.  Garber.  N.  Walter  Coffman. 

LAMB.— In  the  Brock's  Gap  church,  Va., 
consumption,  sister  Abbie  Lamb,  aged  55 
years,  7  months  and  21  days.  She  was  born  in 
Rockingham  County,  Va.,  in  which  County  she 
lived  and  died.  She  was  formerly  united  in 
narriage  to  Thomas  Kirkpatrick,  and  became 
tep-mother  to  eight  children.  To  their  union 
vere  born  seven  children,— five  sons  and  two 
laughters.  Her  second  husband  was  Bro.  No- 
ih  Lamb.  By  this  marriage  she  also  became 
step-mother  to  eight  more  children.  Bro. 
Lamb  still  survives  her,  she  being  his  third 
1  member  of  the  Brethren 
church  many  years.  She  leaves  many  friends 
ives.;  Funeral  service  by  Bro.  J.  A. 
Garber,  from  Rev.  14:  13. 

Sallie  R.  Turner. 

BARNHART— In  the  Germantown  congre- 
gation, Va.,  Oct.  27,  1896,  Susan  Barnhart,  wife 
of  Jonathan  Barnhart,  deceased,  aged  84  years, 
4  months  and  2  days.  Deceased  was  a  con- 
sistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church.  Her 
le  a  shining  light  to  those  left 
al  by  the  Brethren. 

J.  W.  IKENBERRY. 

JACOBS.— In  the  Marsh  Creek  church,  ne 
Bendersville,  Pa.,  Oct.  27,  1896,  Daisy  Amel 
daughter  of  W.  B.  and  L.  C.  Jacobs,  aged 
years  and  4  days.  Services  in  the  Frieni 
meetinghouse  by  C.  L.  Pfouts,  from  Amos 
12.  W.  B.  Jacobs 


nple 


>hyn 


sung. 


Hi, 


ed  in  the  Cherry  Grove  cemetery  beside 
companion,  who  preceded  him  about  three 
rs  ago.    Funeral  discourse  by  Eld.  James 
R.  Lane.  J.  E.  Carver. 

RUPERT.— In  the  Aughwick  church,  Hunt- 
ingdon Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  20,  1896,  Bro.  John  Ru. 
pert,  aged  68  years,  8  monthsand  5  days.  Bro. 
Rupert  leaves  behind  him  a  good  name,  a  wid- 
ow, and  a  large  family  of  children.  His  body 
was  interred  in  the  Shore  burying  ground  near 
his  home.  Funeral  discourse  by  Eld.  J.  R. 
Lane  in  the  Meadow  Green  church. 

John  E.  Garver. 
KEIM.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Ind.,  Aug.  16, 
1896,  sister  Anna  Domer  Keim,  aged  69  years, 
2  months  and  8  days.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Bro.  Tobias  Keim  in  1843,  in  Ohio. 
She,  with  her  husband,  emigrated  to  Indiana 
in  1S46,  where  they  reared  a  family  of  twelve 
children.  Her  husband  preceded  her  to  the 
several  years.  She  was  a  faithful 
ny  years.     Funeral  by  the  writer 
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LOCKHART.— In  the  Nettle  Creek  church, 
Hagerstown,  Ind.,  July  7,  1896,  sister  Ora  Lock- 
hart,  aged  16  years  and  3  days.  She  was  born 
near  New  Castle,  Henry  Co..  Ind.,  July  4,  r8So. 
At  the  age  of  about  eight  years  she,  with  tour 
sisters  and  two  brothers,  was  left  an  orphan  by 
the  desertion  of  her  parents.  From  the  Or- 
phans' Home  at  Spiceland,  Ind.,  she  was  taken 
by  brother  and  sister  Stout,  with  whom  she 
lived  until  her  death.  At  the  age  of  about 
thirteen  years  she  joined  the  Brethren  church. 
Funeral  services  conducted  at  the  Brick  church 
by  Eld.  L.  W.  Teeter,  assisted  by  Eld.  Abra- 
ham Bowman  from  2  Pet.  3:  g. 

Ida  E.  Teeter. 

BROWN— At  the  home  of  her  oldest  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Andrew  Myers,  Rome  church,  Han- 
cock Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  8,  1896,  sister  Catharine 
Brown,  aged  83  years,  7  months  and  8  days^ 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  childrt 
yet  li\ 


Naperville  Church,  111.— We  had  our 
Thanksgiving  meeting,  but  on  a 
of  rainy  weather  and  poor  hea 
were  without  a  minister,  as  one  has 
gone  to  California.  Still  we  were 
thankful  for  health  and  strength  to  go 
up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Our  con- 
gregation is  getting  very  small,  but  yet 
we  are  not  discouraged,  but  try,  with 
the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  keep  the  spark 
from  being  extinguished.  Come,  deal 
brethren,  and  f~n  the  spark  into  a  flame 
We  are  always  glad  to  have  the  minis 
tering  brethren  stop  here  as  they  pas: 
through  to  the  city.  Bro.  Miller,  0 
Chicago,  was  with  us  Nov.  22  and 
preached  for  us.  From  here  he  went 
to  an  appointment  in  the  Batavia 
church. — Sarah  Barkdoll,  Nov.  26. 


KLEPINGER— MYERS— At  the  residence 
of  the  officiating  minister,  Bro.  Isaac  Shepler, 
near  Peru,  Ind.,  Nov.  15.  1896,  Bro.  Aaron  H. 
Klepinger  and  sister  Rachel  Myers,  both  of 
Miami  County,  Ind.  S.  E.  Hessong. 

STONF.R— ROOP— At  the  residence  of  the 
undersigned,  349  Eleventh  St.,  S.  E.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  Nov.  26,  Bro.  Jacob  Stoner,  of  Union 
Bridge,  Carroll  Co.,  Md„  and  sister  Anni 
Roop,  of  Linwood,  Carroll  Co.,  Md. 

r  Hollingi 
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HYDE.  —  In  the  Mi 
Wayne  Co.,  111.,  Nov. 
beloved  daughter  of  B 
Bell  Hyde,  aged   12  y< 
days.    Ser 
to  a  large 


n's  Creek  church, 
1896,  Emma  Edith, 
Orlando  and  sister 
12  years,  9  months  and  17 
the  White  Oak  schoolhou  e; 
rse  of  sympathizing  Inends 
Nevinger,  of  Beecher  City 
She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  Buckeye  cemetery. 
j.J.SCROGUM. 
WILSON.— Near  Shoals,  Ind.,  Nov.  13,  1896 
Annie  Hazel  Wilson,  daughter  of  T.  C.  ant 
Mary  Wilson,  aged  7  years,  6  months  and  2; 
days,  D,  F.  Hoover. 


OGG.  —  In   the   Washington    congregation, 
inn.,  Nov.  9,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  sister  Ad- 
e  Ogg,  aged  43  years.     She  leaves  a  husband 
id  eleven  children, — one  a  little  babe  only  a 
w  weeks  old.     Truly  we  have  lost  a  worthy 
ster,— one  whose  example  was  worthy  of  imi- 
ition.     Sister  Addie  was  anointed  a  week  be- 
fore her  death.     She  was  desirous  to  stay  with 
her  family  yet  a  little  while  if  it  were  God's 
will.  Lizzie  Hilary. 

BOWMAN— At  his  home,  Aug.  6,  1896,  of 
consumption,  Bro  Moses  Bowman,  aged  56 
years,  3  months  and  11  days.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful member  of  the  Brethren  church  for  about 
thirty  years,  and  died  in  a  full  triumph  of  a 
living  faith.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  five  chil- 
dren. Three  sisters  and  a  brother  are  left  tc 
mourn  their  loss.  E.  I.  Bowman. 

SNOBERGER— At  Martinsburg,  Pa.,  Sept. 
,  1S96,  Anna  Edna  Snoberger,  daughter  of 
lend  Daniel  and  sister  Nancy  Snoberger, 
aged  5  years,  4  months  and  S  days.  Her  moth- 
er preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world  several 
years  ago.  Funeral  services  conducted  by 
Bro.  J.  B.  Brumbaugh.  J.  G.  Mock. 

BRUMBAUGH.  —  Near  Fredericksburg, 
Blair  Co.,  Pa.,  Nov.  4,  1896,  sister  Elizabeth 
Brumbaugh,  wife  of  Eld.  George  Brumbaugh, 
who  preceded  her  to  the  spirit  world  about 
twenty  years  ago.  She  was  the  mother  of  six. 
teen  children,  of  whom  eight  survive  to  mourn 
their  loss.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Bro, 
A.  B.  Burget  from  Num.  23: 10.    J.  G.  Mock. 


member  of 
the  Brethren  church  for  sixty  years. 

HARBAUGH.— In  the  South  Waterloo  con- 
■egation,  Iowa,  Nov.  16,  1896,  of  inception  of 
e  bowels,  Vesper,  only  daughter  of  Bro.  Sam- 
:1  and  sister  Ella  Harbaugh,  aged  5  years,  10 
onths  and  23  days.  Funeral  services  by  the 
riter.  S.  H.  Miller. 

n  the  Bear  Creek  church, 
ster  Salhe 
ah  Beegh- 


BEEGHLY. - 
Accident,  Md„  Nov.  20,  1896,  J 
(Horner)  Beeghly,  wife  of  Bro.  Jo: 
ly,  aged  71  years,  11  months  and  23  days.  Her 
married  life  was  over  fifty  years  in  duration. 
She  united  with  the  Brethren  church  in  her 
twenty-second  year,  and  remained  a  consistent 
member  until  death,  She  leaves  an  aged  hus- 
band and  eight  children.  The  funeral  services 
were  conducted  by  brethren  S.  A.  Miller  ana- 
Jacob  Pysell,  from  Rom.  8: 1. 

H.  J.  SpeicheR. 
FOUCK.— In  the  Peach  Grove  congregation, 
a.,  Nov.  13,  1896,  Bro.  Andrew  B.  FoucK, 
months  and  6  days.  He  enn- 
ncaSter  County,  Pa.,  in  W. 
iles  north  of  Winchester^  a., 

1  his  death.     He  was  appar; 


.ged  75  year 
grated  from 
and  settled  £ 
living  there 


office"' 

His 


ntly  in  good  health,  en£  _ 
■ork,  when,  suddenly,  he  stopped  talking. 
assed  away.  Bro.  Fouck  held  the 
eacon  in  our  church  for  many  ye«s- 
ged  companion  and  four  children  surv.V' 
im.  The  funeral  was  preached  by  Eld.  D» 
=1  Baker,  assisted  by  Bro.  Victor  Long  •» 
wo  of  our  home  ministers. 

MAKGABRT  J.  MILLER. 


December  12,  1896. 
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RECKNER.  —  At  Bourbon,  Ind.,  Nov.  12, 
806  Arthur  H.,  infant  son  of  Albert  and  Lu- 
ella  Beckner,  aged  Q  months,  3  weeks  and  5 
Funeral  services  at  the  Sand  Ridge 


/ptinehouse  by  the  writer  from  Luke  18:  16. 
m  J.  W.  Shively. 

HEISEL.—  In  the  East  Nimishillen  church 
Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  3.  1896,  Bro.  Levi  O 
Heisel,  aged  65  years,  8  months  and  22  days 
Bro.  Levi  retired  as  well  as  usual.  Next 
morning  he  was  found  dead  in  his  bed.  H( 
Was  bom  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  Dec.  n,  1830 
He  was  married  twice.  He  married  his  firs 
wife,  Catharine  Hoover,  Sept.  26,  1852.  Sht 
died'  Feb.  24,  i°54.  This  union  was  blessed 
with  one  son.  Dec.  13,  1855,  he  married  Nancy 
Hoover  (sister  to  his  first  wife).  She  died  Jan 
25,  1896.  This  union  was  blessed  with  fou: 
sons  and  two  daughters.  One  son  preceded 
him.  He  emigrated  to  Stark  County,  Ohio,  in 
1870.  Funeral  services  conducted  by  Eld.  No- 
ah and  C.  F.  Kinsley,  from  1  Sam.  20:  18. 

D.  F.  Ebie. 

SHAFER—  In  the  Springfield  church,  Port- 
age Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  4.  I8g6,  of  consumption, 
friend  Christian  Shafer,  aged  67  years,  8  months 
and  13  days.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  Jan, 
28,  1829-  He  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1831, 
and  was  married  to  Nancy  Brumbaugh  May  4; 
1856.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three  chil- 
dren.     One   son    preceded  him    to   the  spirit 


orld.    His 


rife, 


:  him.     Fun 


childr. 

Brick  church  by  Eld.  Noah  Longanecker  and 

Geo.  Carper,  from  Eccl.  12:  5.      D.  F.  Ebie. 

WINGARD.— In  the  East  Nimishillen  con, 
gregation,  Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  5,  1896,  of  par- 
alysis, Susan  Wingard  {nee  Smith),  aged  63 
years,  6  months  and  4  days.  She  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Christian  Wingard  Feb.  .26, 
1854.  Her  husband  died  March  2, 1895.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  one  son  and  five  daugh- 
ters. One  daughter  preceded  her  to  the  spiril 
world.  She  united  with  the  Brethren  church  a 
number  ef  years  ago,  and  was  ever  faithful 
Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Noah  Longanecker 
J.  L.  Kimmel  and  Herbert  Martin.  Text,  Rev 
2:10.  D.F.  Ebie. 

GREEN.— In  the  Cherry  Grove  congrega^ 
tion,  Garrett  Co.,  Md.,  Nov.  20,  1896,  Edith,  in- 
fant dauehter  of  friend  Jtosepb.  and  Mary 
Green,  aged  11  months  and  20  days.  Funeral 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Bro.  Jesse  Robesoi 
David  M.  Merrill, 


►  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦ 

Rates  pei  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

month  (4  times) r  30 

e  months  (13  times) 

nonths  (26  times) 

r*No  Cuts  or  other  electro'slnsertcd  unluss  mounted 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 

Monon  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D. 

1  '^"on  lids  put  on  a  Inst  flyer  for  Indianapo- 


anapoiis,  in  four  h 


n  leaves  Chicago,  Dearborn  Statlon,al 
'  us  making  the  run,  Chicago  to  Indi- 
and  forty-Be 
hours  and  flfty-flve 


«».    i  his  is  tiie  fastest  t 

V^i'-T1  1,ld,"'1"l",llsfl"d  Cincinnati  by  an 

J'     '-iiK-imiiiti  Flyer"  is  equipped  with  e 
»)  coaches,  the  Monon  celebrated  JUgli-1 


MINNESOTA  LANDS, 

Mt.  Morris,  Minn. 


I  have  50.000 
Utile  Lacs  an. 
Mllacu  E 


.a  on  the  Great  Northern  R.  R., 

station  Is  located  only  66  raltes  from  Minne- 

lles  from  Oulutn  and  West  Supo- 


ese  lands  are  all  in  a  hardwood  t4mber  I 
wed  with  asiik'ndkl  growth  of  win  10  mid 
maple,  elm,   and    poplar,  Interspersed  v 

e  tim'H  ,,[  opt, a  nii'iniow,  ready  for  the  mo 


of  wheat  oat 

s  barley  and  ail  k 

best  quality. 

proximity   t 

Minneapolis,  St 

West  Superl 

ping  of  grah 

being  only  71  j  tot 

)  prairie  winds  or  blizzards 
r  a  home.  A  large  tract  o 
de  exclusively  for  the  Breth 


F 

Koch,  170  B 

Third 

at.,  st.  p 

information  about 

604  Cor 

E 

lExo 

GEO.  A. 

MOOMAW. 

Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
45  to  153  Dearborn  St.        S.  GreGSTEN,  Prop. 

CHICAGO,    ILL. 


This  hotel  Is  centrally 
able  Hume  ol  Its  class 
moderate,  varying  In  price 

class  Passenger  liievaiot. 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Msrshait 


305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltin 


Putter,  Eggs,  Poultry,  Game  ami  Fru 
ties  Hoy,  Straw,  Graiu,  Furs,  Hides,  1 
aud  Roots. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


:.  '®i  Clark  St..  Chicago.  111.' 


City    Ticket 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 

Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  for 

emselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre- 
„"",'  t0  the  ol>s«vant  traveler.  Many  have 
either  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc- 
non,  and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some- 

mg  ab°«t  the  world  at  large.  To  such  we 
"commend  "Europe  and  Bible  Lands." 
"  itn  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  study 
™s    work     will    always     remain    a    favorite. 

°se  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
Khl    ,W'"be  surPrisedto  find  "Europe  and 

We  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
'M  yoane-    Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 

Py  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu- 
or/  s  SeCurine  '•■     Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding, 

y  S1.25  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
WorP'cpared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  thi 
Blent'  WC  afe  willinS  ,0  Sive  special  induce 
lata  S     Atltl'ess  this  office  for  further  particn 


BOURGEOIS  Type, Size,  5)^x7  inches 

This  is  the  Style  ol  Type: 


THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'sus  Christ,  'the  son  of  Da- 
vid, c  the  eon  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  dA'bra-ham  begat  I'saac;  and 
el'8aac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  -*  Ja'cgb 
begat  Jti'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  "Ju'das  begat  Pha'rgs  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  ftPha'r6§ 


I'lii?  cut  shows  tin:-  .-irpenr- 
eof  the  book.  It  is  bound 
'ersian  Levant,  divini 
r,  leather  lined  to  edg 
under  gold  edge,  silk  s 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  well-illustra- 
d;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
iplanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
small  children.     No  better  publication  can 

be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  oar 

Sunday  schools. 


rHa  following  is  the  lis 
nday  School  Helps,  etc. 


The  Gospel  Messenger A  large,  religious 

weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
)r  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.    This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
ting  Sunday  school  papers  published,  aud 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac— Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.    Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 

terms  to  energetic  agents, 


Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


Single  subacrlptlui 
8  copies,  pet  quart 
so  copies  and  over 


■  35  c 


■  VA  : 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson. is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it. 

Slnglo  subscription,  per  year io  cents 

6  copies,  per  qusrter, 15  cents 

to  copies  and  orer .  ,  sjj  cents  each 


Sunday   School   Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 
Testaments,  Uoxlble,  red-edge,  per  dozen  .  .  .  %    86 

Minute  BooKb,  each, 40 

Clase  Books,  per  dozen, 75 

Leal  Cluster,  pictorial  chart  of  each,  lemon, 
per  quarter 1  00 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Our  st 
of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  var: 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  please 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be  c 
vinced. 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle 


Often    we    are    in 

church  doctrine  01 
desired    informatii 

know  just  whei 


1  hi  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
errogated    upon    points  of 

which  we  cannot  give  the 
11,  and  would  he  glad  to 
1  get  it.     "The  Doctrine  of 


the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  ami  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  f  1.25;  to 
ministers,  $1.00,  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


If  J 


Aln 


)tt  get 

The  Breth 

ials  of  a  litt 


ic,  he  sure  to  get  a  good 
Almanac  has  all  the 
is  Almanac. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shou.cl,  by  all  means,,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular, 

4.  It  it'  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  not  burden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  is  simple,  an .1 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


<),  Seven  helps  are  usuaHy  fob  id  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 


i  of  the  Ail- 


m.tm.  $4.00. 

't  (ail  to  call  (or  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

itimi,  immn  pcBirae  company, 


[  Fine  Scenery, 


825>S  Landscape  and  I 


Scripture  'J 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Biblei  of  every  description.  Always  write  ai 
"r^'are  ordering  elsewhere, 

When  ordering  cards  be  sare  to  give  nam* 
ber  and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake, 

Brbthsen's  Publishing  Co., 

Meant  Morris.  Ill, 


{3)  The  usual  marginal  reference 
thorized  Version  following  each  verse, 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text. 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  of 
children,  because  (i)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  maybe  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 

c.     (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
1Son  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.    (3)  It  will 
1  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
5  New  Testament  lesson.    (4)  It  will  furnish 
e  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  Volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        -        -        -        $4  00 
~      id  in  half  leather,     -        -        -  4  50 

id  in  morocco,       ....  5  00 

,  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work.    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morris,  111, 
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ng  Strength.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report. 


Baking 
Powder 


assess 
ABSOLUTELY  PURE 


: ft  ANNOUNCEMENTS^ 


LOVE  PEASTS. 


EVERY  DAY... 


Your  chance  tor  getting  n  KRKK  HOMKnmong 
the  Brethren  In  North  Dakota  la  growing  loss. 
The  size  of  the  country  cannot  bo  enlarged,  and 
the  land  Is  being  rapidly  sol  Hod.  Your  opportu- 
nity Is  NOW.  Investigate,  eatlsfy  yourself  as  to 
the  facts;  decide,  then  not  at  once. 

You  are  not  going  niinmg  strangers  in  a  strange 
land  by  a  trip  to  North  Dakota.    There  are  now 
sixteen  settlomenlH  of  Brethren  along  the  Groat 
Northern  Hallway  In  the  Hod  River  Valley,  De\ 
Lake  District  and   Turtle  Mountain   country 
that  State. 


FARMING 


LANDS 


S00"  RAILWAY. 
EASY  TERMS. 


TUnDeredLands^^sr-."' 
Prairie  Lands  ta^srs£r 


Lauds   will   n> 

wwll 

Mnny  Lands   for  t 


be  cheaper  thu 


the  CROr    PAYMENT 


You  Can  Do   So 

Tou  Can  Buy  a  Farm 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  in  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent  Interest. 


sSUIn  land  ollk-i 


must  be  taken  out  In  seven  years. 

Go  and  Investigate  the  country,  talk  with  the 
Bottlers,  and  if  you  like  ft  and  want  a  home  of 
your  own,  pick  out  a  location  to  suit  yourself. 
Hundreds  of  Brethren  have  already  satisfied 
themselves  as  to  the  excellent  climate  and  the 
fertility  ol  the  soil.  Go  and  see  them  and  satis- 
fy yourself  that  (he  country  Is  all  right.  Why 
rent  land  In  the  East  when  you  can  got  a  free 
form  in  North  Dakota? 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,  111. 


Baltimore  City  Church. 


AGENTS  WANTED  EHi! 


Only  $2.75  ™L££,3£1" 


1,1897.    Youcon 
A  splendid  Christ 


H.  B,iNK\\Yo.MKIi, 


We  .eli  £ood  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  as  a  card. 
AddreM;  GEN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM., 

kit,  Morrli,  111, 


FREE    HOMESTEADS 

;.,v,-rni,if.|i(  Lnml.-  iiiWrll^Pi,-nv.  Ii,.i,s,m,MrLp(ui, 

l-n,>,  W:,,-.]., ■,,,,!, .Hinrl  ..ui.ti-.--i  m  North  D;iUu,- 

Isit  the  beautiful  KEN?IARE  and 
•11 /;/■:/, f,S  Country,  near  the  "Des 
L,acs"Lakes  in  Word  County,  opened 
far  homestead  entry,  July  27,  1S96, 
These  farm  in  <j;  hinds  are  fully  equal  to 
those  of  Ramsey,  Towner,  Rolette  and 
Bottineau  Counties.     On  Nor.  1st,  1S96, 


LIGNITE    COAL  mined  "On  the  Soo  L 

"'   h-iim;,!-,.;,,,,!     Ilmli,,;: ia  t„hl   ,it   our  s|-;,ti, 

fr.1i„*j.[.nir,>.>;.;ir>  porton. 

BRETHREN  ^tigg'ffiffi.SS^oJ.tfc 


HALF   FARES! 


Teams  and  Farm  Stoci 

Addross.T.  I.IIURD,  ] 

"Soo"  EailM 

Or,  A.  A.  JACK,  Trove! 

Or,  FRANK  SWICKARp^Trov.  It 
Or  2 


APOLlS,  Miaaesi 
DETEbn\MichiS 

vNraK'yi'jJK/iu'.Uri 


Why  Not**     « 
Read  this   f     ||§| 

Have  You  Received 

the  Victor  Remedies  Co.'s 

Offer?    .-.    .-.    .-. 

;  giving  away  good: 


They  axe  givin 

)t  sent  your  address  ; 

valuable  Frederick  Al 

and  if  they  have 


If  you  have 
ived  one  of  the 
for  1807,  send  at 
it  near  you  they 


ill  mail  you  their  extraordinary  offer,  which 
nly  holds  good   until  Jan.    1,    1S07,     Write 


VICTOR    REMEDIES  CO., 

Frederick,  Md. 


1897 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  en- 
■rged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fam 
ily.  Send  ten  rents  for  a  copy,  or,  better 
yet,  send  $1.50  for  the  Gospel  Messkn- 
from  now  to  the  end  of  1897,  and  receivt 
the  Almanac 


FREE. 


C3P"We  also   offer   liberal    inducement 
agents  who  are  prepared  to   push  the  sale  of 


Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111, 


FTY    PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  In  Wells  and  Foste: 

FLUUHlsHING  COLONY  OFOKRMAN  BAP 
TJSTS  hi  CwTliik'iou.  N.  link.,  who  hnvt-  i 
■  oninioiiioiis    (.'liun-lihiiUM3,    di-dluflted    free    o 

GOOD  THINKING  WATER,  free  from  alkali,  al 

BLACK  LOAM  SOIL,  with  clay  subsoil. 

PLATFORMS,  fur  h.iidiii!*  u-riiin  from  wagons  intc 


ihren  located  in  this  colony,  will  bo  ft 
iod  froo  upon  n j) plication  to 

O.   W.    MOTT, 

General  Emigration  Agent,  N.  P.  R'y  C 
ST.  PAUL,    MINN. 
.  PHIPPS, 

il  Com rul.idloner, 

Northern  Pad  lit  R'y  Co.  # 


DECEMBER  IS  HERE  AND  IT  IS  COLD 
even  at  the  Dos  Palos  Coloky  in  Calii/or- 
;  but  we  are  plowing,  sowing  grain,  planting 
1,  beets,  onions,  cabbage,  etc.,  harvesting  vari- 
kiuds  ot  vegetables,  picking  the  last  of  the 
hardy  fruits,  watching  the  oranges  and  persim- 
rlpen,  digging  up  young  trees  to  replant, 


Our 


ilngt 


1  shooting  wild  ducks  and  j 
JS,  pigs  and  chickens  are  < 
ylng  about  the  cold.    Our 


lothing  with  the  1: 


WINTER  IS  COMING!  r 5 


spend  the 

-11  1. nil  birds  slne.lnc.  in  ,],mu„ry  Yuu'caiU 
I  at  no  more  expense  than  In  tlio  North.  Yo 
should  write  for  parti 
,*"ruttdale,  Ala. 


Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld.  James  Qulnter. 

"A  noble  life  is  a  poem  of  the  Infinite," 
says  a  noted  author.  It  is  true  and  we  are  glad 
that  our  Brotherhood  has  men  who,  in  the 
darkness  all  around,  have  shone  out  as  bright 
stars  on  the  firmament  of  truth.  This  is 
brought  fresh  to  our  minds  in  glancing  through 
the  pages  of  "  Life  and  Sermons  of  Eld  James 
Quinter."  No  one  ean  read  an  account  of  Bro. 
Quinter  s  life  without  feeling  deeply  and  favor- 
ably impressed.  Price,  post-paid,  $1.25  To 
ministers,  $1.00.  Special  terms  to  agents 
Address  this  office. 


Brethren'* 

Plain  Clothing  1 

There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it.  "ear 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  1 


:  make 


ng   bla 

measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will" IT 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self' 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  car, 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er  or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  price, 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

«*f  WARSAW,  IND, 


J 


OR  SALE... 


SILK    alfaW 


FAMILY  RECORD 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
duced to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes,  -  S4.0O. 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes,  -  -  4.5°. 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes,       -       -  5-<» 


Send  for  Special  Prices  to  Agents. 


Classified  Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting. 

Not  all  the  members  of  our  church  have 
that  perfect  knowledge  of  our  principles,  that 
is  so  desirable.  Others  there  are  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  church  as  it  exists,  but 
who  would  like  to  know  something  of  her  past 
history,  as  regards  her  gradual  growth  and  de- 
velopment. In  fact,  all  who  are  interested  in 
he  welfare  of  the  church,  that  is  so  dear  to  all 
if  us,  should  have  access  to  a  complete  com- 
Jilation,  such  as  is  found  in  the  "Classified 
Minutes  of  Annual  Meeting,"  with  the  appen- 
lix,  containing  the  Minutes  up  to  the  year 
892.  We  sell  this  work  at  only  Si. 50  for  d°* 
binding.  Be  sure  to  send  for  a  copy  while  the 
supply  is  still  on  hand.  Those  who  have  the 
old  edition  of  the  "Classified  Minutes,"  can 
have  the  "  Appendix  "  in  separate  binding  »' 
inly  25  cents.     Address  this  office. 


Farm  and  Mill  for  Sale. 


T  nnSa°aa to"1  water  pjwlr,  situated  about"""- 

if  mile  from  the  above-named  property, 
term,  on  this  property  will  he  t.—"1 
rdo  to  suit  purchaser  If  possible,    Price  ""'. 
,000.    Apply  to  QUO.  F.  BABGEB,  Adr»«""a(„ 
r,  New  Hope,  Va. 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


POETRY,- 

Coarage.    By  Mary  M.  Cox 

You  Can  Never  Tell.     By  Ella  Wheeler"  Wilcox  '.  ' 
-  Too  Many  of  We?  »    Selected  by  Emma  L.  Bows'e 
ESSAY  DEPARTMENT,— 


;  Si,-, 


'6  of  the  Western  District  of  Maryland.    By  W.  S. 

estive  Dreams.    By  D.  E.  Stover, '.'.., E°2 

lua  Reconciliation.    By  D.  E.  Price, .  [ l°2 

sslul  Failures.     By  Howard  Miller, 
!  W  rid  Growing  Better?— Part 


Our  law-makers  me*  ■  »     i, 
Washington  last  ~L        L  U"Cl1  chamb"s  at 

shapin/leLlatore^  ?"***  now  »>i»y  «  work 

th,.    „„f        r  ,       '»"un.     it   is   to   be   reur.ft.,1 

not  a  few  of  them 


to  be  regretted 


that 


•  a,"f  the'r  Personal  'Merest  in  particuh 


f  Chr 


Boa    „  -""•"    personal  ml 

ByA.Hu.ch^.. £    Howmuch  better  it  would  be  if 

'    BrO.S.Corte f° 


■I!  •'"■'  - h^P^.^C^ 


ly 

Senate, — have 

Some  of  these  relate  wholly  to' o 

while  others  concern  the  relati 


The  two  houses.-Congress  and  the 
■  some  important  problems  to  solve. 


hat  seems  to   be  the  ItrnT"'  *°  ^"^  °f 
runted  bv  the     *„         'nferna'   ree'ons    ™ay    be 


ered   in  rh'         c'v"za'l0n  a  study,  recently  deliv- 

stated   that   ^  ees  s0'  muT  ""  *  ^^     "<= 
among  the  people  °a ^nCl^ Ch7 

ty     Anv  n         h    'u"5""  happi"ess  and  tranquili- 

of 'chtn,  I,  ,°    "  ""  StUdied  the  «ndiUons 

ot  Lnina  knows  how  far  below  th.  ri  •  .■ 

the  people  of  that  country  r'L?"5""  nat'°"S 


littl. 


'  no  credit  to  that  part  of  the 


own  country,    statement.     But  further 
;°n  we  sustain  tooth- 1  facts  that  cannot  well  be 

preached  your  jails  full  of 

experienced  men.    It" is  unfnrr,ma7.'"i, '  '",°St  I  C°Urts  fu"  of  divorce  suits.     The 

legislation  is  sometimes  »tS^^'    T  °h  Ch"StJF™™  >°  be  to  go  t, 

as  to  be  wholly  in  the  interest  ofthe  fav    ed few     to  ™  bT'  *T  °f  ^  '°r  **  hav<=  " 

and  agamst  the  struggling  masses.    Still  thus        -  I  -   g      *    "V  "*"  ™y"    Thei 


give  but 
man's 


XH  T° handle  these  g^p'™bi 

l"  !-      :he  ingenuity  and  skill  of  our  n.„.  , 
It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that 


the  lecturer  states 

says:  "You 

Is  and  your 

n  religious  de- 

-by 

time 

ore  truth  than 


governments   will   pass   into 
add,t,on  to  Bombay,  I„dia,  being  greatly  bur  dS  "'  JeSUS'  Wh°'  one  °l  th«*  days, 

i-t»™»   4.l_  .       .       6    6*CttLiy  "ur-     comino-  m  rh*>  ^1„..j„  -z    ..  ■    '    ' 


nearlvTtry-    Si"Ce   the  outbreak  th. 
."««/ 1.200  cases  and  over  8oo  deaths. 


'  enacted  in  harmony  with  the  golden  rule. 


Se„bVeh;starving  "— d;  <™  ti;;TouT|rTnthr,oudsof  *«-"."toii"^rs 

pC    is  S  a  P,agUe'know"  as  the  bubontLtttTood  f^v-     "*  "^   ma"'   and  k»° 
"ity  a  d  th   P  d'y  Spreadin&  to  every  part  of  the    " .         f  ;       ,'  hlm' and  wi"  then  see  that  1 

,Ly  and  the   count™     c; ...  ."     .  le  I  are  enacted  in  harmnn,.  ,.„>!,  fu 

nave  been 

Whi'e  the  disease 

seems  to  b; 

every  part  of  the 

a"d  IheTbrlt  d'e  °Ut  in  that  Partieular  locali- 
h"gaere^    ?Ut  '"  an0ther-     Th*  "^ase 
>n<<  will  doubt  alarm  in  a"  Parts  of  Indi 

itci«>  be  slam"!?  Carry  off  many  thousands  before 

It 


reakoutinaTP    ,        "0t   contagi°us.   it        **  s«mf  'hat  we  are  now  to  have  another  ■■  Land 

of  the  '         °CaUty  afld  fhen  sPr£ad  to    °.f  the  M'dmght  Sun."     Iceland  is  referred  to  this 

he   community.     After  running  its    "me-     !t  ,s  an  isiand  off  to  the  east  of  Greenla 


and  is  said  to  be 


He  proceeds  to  show  that  his  religion  teache, 
veneration  for  parents  and  the  aged  and  th. 
dwells  with  considerable  force  on  the  Golden  Rule 
|  which,  he  maintains,  originated  with  Coniu  ,"  s  00 
B.  C.  He  even  hints  at  the  idea  that  Jesus  a  th. 
age  of  fourteen  years,  visited  China  and  stud  ed 
their  philosophy,  and  returned  to  Pal 
taught  it  to  the  peopl, 
,  however,  that  the 


tuie  and 
support  of  this  we  all 
not  the  first  Pram  „f 


mavh  ^  °Ut'  'f  ''  can  ^  stamped"  ou7at  I  glaC'ers  of  S«"'teerland,  the 
y  nave  to  run  its  regular  course. 


neofthe  most  interesting  coun-    evidence      Ri.t  th. 

tries  in  the  world  for  the  pleasure-seekers    or  the    is  oZ     w  Chmaman  s  notion  of  the  flood 

lovers  of  the  grand,  the  awful  or  the  beautiful  i      S       ^  """o    "  l°U°WS  fro™  the  lectu 

nature.     It  is   said   that  here   may   be   found    the    ,„t       'T°  ,"'"  BM'  th"'  Was  a  "ood.  and  on 
.      ,  "'ay    uc   louna    tne    ly  one  ramilv  was  ^vrA      o,,^  *       l 

has  nature  brought  so  many  things  together     The  ?L**T     a        '         h  ^  become  wakened, 

summers  last  from  June  ,i„  the  nfst  wSs^T" <£.  \ ^ Z ?L ™*  ,'^^^n  »  »»«.     We  be. 
ber     For  weeks,  m  the  latter  part  of  June  and  th, 
early  part  of  July,  there  is  no  night.     The  atm, 

phere  is  so  clear  as  to  rival  that  of  Italv  ,„a  7  '""'  ""  ™""u  WOI"a  come  to  an  end 

IT"*'°us  to  learn  h         ;-"Untrv'  and  everybody    tains  may  be  seen  at  a  distance  of  l'n      h      T',  ™  S°°"  ™  ^  ^  °f  a  «rtain  stone  lion  at  the  en 

hesubject      r„      "  h°W  the  President  would  treat    miles      There  is  no  cart  of  th.?  h        I            ^  "^  '°  a  great  temPle  should  bleed      One  da„, 

■"••  '""re  of  th     d        PCOple  Seem   t0  know  "ry    ded  with  volcanic  isles      Her.  rn7   h     t       !  ^ 

I'?6'--    Sonfrid  •■"'■    intent,'°nS  tha"  they    W°nd-ful  -ves  on    -  ,a"g Ttha  ^n  hTnotTer    "f  ^  ^a™"'  ^  ^  b«"  warned  by  th7 
r^i-  thetaT6'",."^  disPosition  t"  "ot    been  permitted  to  reach  its  end      Nature  has  do«    f       hT'"'  ""  bl°°d'  he  knew  the  appoin 

^bybotha^  ,hthetdeStrUCtiVep0liCy  N-rything    on    a    wonderful    scale      The  '    

rs  s«,  or  ?  S  '"  the  fertile  island;  while    rumbling  of    ' 


Erd  t»  a  Pre,iH     ^.  Ve  the  PeoPle  Iooked  for-  , 

*,d  catered  ,        Sjmessa&e  with  the  interest  that 
,rC!s  last   weekr°U-rnu    thC  °"e  submitted  to  Con-  ' 
'"'""ty  nrnh  „i     u      Cubans'    in    the,'r   struggle 
^ofie        byhave  the  empathies  of  nine- 
the  People  of  this  , 


Thus  the 
ewed,  and   overpopulatic 

■ .  the  last  flood  only  one  good  family  re- 
ned  m  the  world      An  angel  told  the  good  son 
his  family  that  the  world  would  come  to  i 
eye  of  a  certa 


:  wanton- 

t  against  the  statue.    The  kitten  struck 

|  the  eye  of  the  stone  lion,  and  left  its  blood  there. 


:<Ce:T  t0  -■  *-'  andwe^e'a.  K ~ Li ^ iZ^^^??'^*"**^ 


fee 

i'terest  <    , 
foe,,  t°fh 

'ntervene  in  behalf  of  peace  at  what 
r^ee  a„?umeSsaSe-  °f  course,  is  in  diplomat- 
l»n,il/f.and  bristles     ' 


United  States  will  find  it  to 
umanity,  as  well  as  her  own  pers, 


and  snow.    Even  far  out  at 


me  had  come,  and  hurried  his  family  into  the  ark 

'dthey  were  the  only  ones  saved  from  the  flood. 

ese  are  descended  froi 

enow  where  the  Ame 

came  from."     From  this  tradition  we  may  wen  , 

™_\e  I  I"  thatthc  Chi"aman  got  his  first  idea  of  the  flood 

Moses    records,    and 


that 
cans 


nts  at  what  is 


with  generalities,  which  are  I  ness  of  man  i 


meant  to  be  understood.  I  played  in  nature.    If  God  has 


island  without  realizing  the  little-    Or  the 
compared  with  the  hand  of  God  dis 


few    changed   it   to   sui 

&  iu   s»«   nis  particular  religious   fancy. 

true  story  may  have  changed  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  until  it  has  assumed  the  form 


a  museum  any  place  I  stated  by  Mr.  Wong  Chin  Foo. 


Iave  you  troubles?    So  had  Jesus; 

Once  his  eyes  with  tears  were  dim 
le  can  lighten  all  your  burdens,— 

Bring  your  sorrows  all  to  him. 
We  you  tempted?    So  was  Jesus, 

Yet  he  t 


.In 


r  did  i 
each  t 


He  will  help  you  to  be  strong, 
lesus  knows  your  every  weakness, 

He  has  crossed  life's  stormy  sea; 
He  can  still  for  you  the  tempest 

As  he  calmed  rough  Galilee; 
Fight  life's  battles  nobly,  bravely, 

Never  lay  your  armor  down 
Till  you  reach  the  heavenly  portals 
And  receive  the  victor's  crown. 
Sweet  Springs,  Mo. 

MIN1STER.AL  MEBT.NO  W 'THE  WESTERN  DIS- 
TR1CT  OF  MARYLAND. 


Long,   Bro.    F.   Stouffer 

and  Wm.  Anthony 
about  fifteen  minutes  each. 

We  met  again  on  Saturday  mormng,   and  cont 

t"lfn°whWaSt;Way  may  the  Young  Members  be 
best   Engaged    in   Church   Work?     What     ts    the.r 

WWe?should  interest  members  by  furnis hing  em- 
we  snouiu  sucn 

ployment  ,n  church  dut.es.     We  s  B^     ^ 

work  to   each  one   as    he   nas   a 
ters'  missionary  circles  have  been   found   ve ry 
W   and   helpful.     Committees    "    ^  the 
tracts  are  needed  ^J^H^  should  be 
M™Ergdreg°:;,orh  "Ortani-d   effort,   the 

ete;"VhTlttieCsCeof 'the  Ministry   in   Connectior 
'htheluIdaTschool  Work  and  how  best   Inter- 


BY 


S.    REICHARD. 


THE   Ministerial    Meet  mg o the W e  -n   D,s      ^ 
uict  o'  ^ary  and   washed   at     heized  ^    ;t . 

■X  D  F  Stouffer  Moderator;  Dav.d  Long, 
vLMod°rafor;W.S.R=ichard,  Secretary;  D.V.c- 

tor  Lone,  Treasurer.  . 

'"upon  motion  brethren  D.  M.  Baker  and *  A * 
thony  were  elected  honorary  membeis  of  the  as 
ociaUon  A  funeral  had  delayed  the  meeting 
"me    and  the  first  topic  was  not  taken  up  unfl 

afT.r.dWhat' Should  be  Discussed  at  our  Ministe- 
rial  Meetings,  and  by  Whom?" 

The  following  thoughts  were  brought  out  by  Bro. 
Stouffer   and  others:   The  programme  should 

sh  material  fo-  discussion.     Personal. 


est  both  Old  and  Young.  h 

The  Sunday     school  being  auxd a  y  «o  and      ^    ^  ^  ^  an  ,  „  , 
„,,.,„„  0f   the    church,   the  minister  »   "    /  I 

ook  Ifter  it,  and  to  be  present  whenever  ,t   is  po 
sible  for  him  to  do  so,  that  he  m.gh    com      „  ton 1  ^  ^ 

with  the  children,  get  personally  acquainted  wit    |  _.         ^     ^  ]; 

„j  !,„„,■  them  to  learn  to  love  and  respect 
^  As  th  h  '^n  of  to-day  are  to  be  the  church 
,of  to-nVorrow,   we   should   guard   the   literature 


Several  years  after  belonging  to  the  church  I  be- 
„p,-v  much  discouraged  because  of  the 
'hurch'I  neglect  in  mission  work.  I  felt  that 
,'he  church  was  slumbering  and  that  I  might 
"  weU  belong  to  no  church  as  a  dead  one.  While 
this  frame  of  mind  I  dreamed  that  I  heard  a 
v"oice  calling  for  laborers  to  enter  a  harvest  field. 
I  entered  the  field  and  beheld  an  immense  harvest 
field  stretched  out  before  me.  I  thought  I  was 
surprised  when  I  noted  how  few  laborers  were  at 
work   as  the  grain  was  "  white  to  harvest." 

In  'my  effort  to  gain  the  side  of  the  reapers  1 
started  on  a  run,  when  my  feet  struck  an  object 
and  threw  me  to  the  ground,  and  as  I  would  raise 
myself  and  make  a  stride  forward,  I  would  again 
stumble  and  fall  to  the  ground  again.  Now,  as  1 
cast  my  eyes  to  the  ground  I  discovered  that  I  was 
stumbling  over  men  who  were  lying  in  the  stand- 
in?  grain  appaiently  sound  asleep.  At  this  stage 
f  my  dream  I  thought  I  heard  a  voice  crying  out: 
Why  stumble  over  these  sleeping  men?    Thrust 


:  Brethren's  Quarterly 

nterest    all 

This  depends  large- 

chers.     Let  the  love 


courage^      Topics   relative   to    the    entire    church 

,„  "h" ,  „.-..,  p«—  -w  ■*  »'"  '"  "" 

discussion. 

2.  »  What  are  the  Duties  of  the  Laity  in  Connec 
tion  with  Ministerial  Meetings?" 

This  topic  was  introduced  by  Bro.  Caleb  Long 
The  laity  should  take  part  in  the  discussion  of  th 
sub  ects      If  men    are  able   to   talk   politics,   they 
ought  to  be  able  to  speak  for  Christ.     Our  work  in 
ougiu  iu  r  minister  is  the  servant 

the  church  is  mutual,     ine  minisiei 
of  the  laity,  and  the  laity's    duty  is  to   assist  th 
minister     The   lay-members   should   assist 
ranging  for  the  meeting,  and  help  defray  the  ex 

PT  "What  Relation  Ought  the  Ministers  and  Dea- 1  ered  well, 
cons  Sustain  to  the  Elders  in  Church  Work?  ' 

Elders   should   have   the  hearty  co-operation 
ministers  and  deacons  in  all  their  work,  so  fa 
is  in  harmony  with  the  church.     The  official 
body,  should  be  united  in  the  work  of  the  church 
If  the  officers  are  united,  the  church,  as 


We  should  u 

Young  Disciple,   etc.    We   should 

making  the  school  interesting.     1 

ly  upon  the   officers  and  te* 

for  souh  prompt  every  effort! 

j    "How  can  Ministers   best   Secure   and    Hold 

the  Attention  of  the  Hearers?" 

We  should  have  short  sermons  and  to  the  pointy 
A  minister  should  be  as  an  Artesian  wel ,-full and 
overflowing  with  his  subject.  Better  let  a  congre- 
gation go  away  hungry  than  to  give  them  more 
gauun  s  /  T.         should   show  them- 

than  they   can   digest.    They   should   snow 
selves  a  pattern  of  good  work,  be  sob,r,  be  vgi- 
•- "      «  Preact  the  Word,"     Do  not  try  to  interest 


Here  I  awoke  to  realize  that  it  was  only  a  dream. 

Though  only  a  dream,  it  has  had  much  to  do  with 

;ense  of  my  duty,  and  though  all 

ihould  lie  down  in  the  Lord's  vineyard  and 

leep    I  have  promised  God  that  I  will  never  stum- 

>le   over   others'    neglects   and   faults,  but  by  his 

in  Jesus,  the  Captain  of 

y: 


ould   guara    u.e    w.~-  1  ^  keep  my  ey_ 

:hool.    We  should  not  select  liter ature  because    t      ^^.^  and  do  all  j.  can  for  the  advancement 


f'his  kingdom  on  earth.     May  God  help  us  all  to 
>y  '  arouse  to  a  sense  of  our  duty  in  world-wide  mission 
work.     "The  harvest  is  great,  but  the  laborers  are 
few."     Luke  10:  2. 
Hawthorn,  Fla. 


How  can  we  Make  the  Services  at  our  Love 
Feasts  most  Interesting  and  Edifying?" 

Have  the  work  thoroughly  systematized  and  le, 
each  one  do  his  own  work.     We  should  have   ou, 
tions  set  on  things  above. 
The  ninth  topic  was  deferred  to  ««*»«*»* 
Committee  for  next  programme:  D.  M.  Zook,  Ca 
leb  Long,  Joseph  Rowland. 

We  adjourned  to  meel 
gregation  next  fall. 

SU0QEST1VE  DREAMS. 

BY  D.  E.  STOVER. 


Creek  con- 


Once  upon  a  time  I  dreamed  that  I  was  travel 
i„g  and  came  to  a  magnificent  residence,  surround 
ed   by   beautiful   ornamental   grounds.     As    I    was  |  take  with 
passing  through  these  grounds  I  noticed  an  uncov 
'       ith  its  curbing  even  with  the  ground 
little   further   on  I  saw  some  little  children  at 
play,  and  just  as  I  was  in  the  act  of  walking  away 
from  the  well,   my   attention  was   attracted  by 
noise,  and  on  looking  in  the  direction  of  the  well 


CHRISTIAN  RECONCILIATION. 

BY  D.  E.  PRICE. 

onfess  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for  an- 
other, thatV  -nay  be  healed.  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of 
a  righteous  man  availeth  much."-James  5:  ">. 

IE  Christian  professors,,  when  differences  arise} 
be  ween  them,  would  observe  th  s  perfect  ru eTKi 
down  in  Matt.  ^£%^£!% 
CoV  nedPthe'ctrfhT:  do,  -/would  "ever  * 
any,  or,  at  best,  very  few  '"dividual  ddficute 
brought  into  the  church.  Too  often,  when  we  M 
fil  the  letter,  we  fail  to  comply  with  the  spirit,  not 
having  the  right  purpose  and  motive  in  view 

No  wonder,  that  we  fail  in  effecting  a  recon 
tion,  if   we   go  because   we  are   wronged,  and  J 
because  our  brother  has  done  wrong.  B 

not  go  for  the  sake  of  getting  satisfaction, 
gain  or  save  him:  and   have   him  recover  h.msel. 
from  his  error.  m  t\. 

When  we  go  just  to  get  satisfaction    we      ^ 
most  invariably  fail,  for  we  are  very  likely  ^ 

the   same   kind  of    spirit  in    our  brother 

i,  for  like  begets  like.  „t 

Justprece'digthe  instruction  laid  down  by - 

Blessed  Savior  in  Matt.  i8,  he  introduces  the  P 
ble  of  the  lost  sheep,  showing  that  the        V^ 
is  more  concerned  about  the  one  sheep  « 
astray  than  the  ninety  and  nine  which  were 
the  fold.     By  this  he  means  to  teach  us  tt_ 


I  saw'  a  toddling  child  just  falling  over  the 


4    "How  do  we  reconcile   I   Cor.    14:   34  and  35, 
andiTim.2:n,  12,  with  1  Cor.  11:5?" 

This  was,  apparently,  the  most  interesting  ques 
on  on  the  programme,  " 


In  falling  it 
left  hand  and  was  thus 
I  quickly  ran  to  the 
saw  such  imploring  ey 
id  begged  me  f< 
it   fro 


ght  the  curbing  with  its 
inging  with  its  head  down. 
;scue.  I  thought  I  never 
as  it  held  on  to  the  curb- 
help.  1  caught  it  by  the 
its   perilous   position,   and 


well,    the  tola,     oy  um a„, 

:b  of    concern  that  we   ought   to   have   for  one 


safe  W 
S«" 
iothe 


ditto 


r  brother"  sins  against  us,  we  ou      ^ 
nd  tell  him  his  fault,  not  beca^  3 


^elationtoVbiic  worship.  J^^^^^^^X^^  ^ 

conceded  that,  to  interpret  '■  silence      and      not  to 


speak  in  the  church  "  literally,  as  found 
,a   3C  would  mean  too  much,  but  in  her  comply 
with  1  Cor    11:    5   she  had  a  right  to  "pray   and 
prophesy  "'which   meant  to   speak  to    edification 
and  gave  her  the  privilege  to  be  heard  in  th 
day  school,  prayer  meetings,  young  people 
ngs.butnot  to  "usurp  authority  over  the  man, 
.  20:  11,  12. 


Hence,  if 

go  to  him  aim  -  . 

are  offended,  and  are  seeking  satistactu    , 

cause  he  has   done   wrong,  and  we  ar       ^^ 

save  him.    Then,  if  he  sees  his  wrong  ana        ^ 

eshis  fault,  we  should  be  willing  to  torg      ^ 

,m  the  heart;  for  in  the  same  chapter 

substance,  as  we  forgive  we  shall  be  to  g  ^  be 

Too  often,  when  there  has  been  a  a       ^.^ 

I  was  to  I  tween  members  and  it  has  been  forma'  y^.^  „„ 


,f  that  little  child! 

1  now  conclude  that  just  as  willing 
save  that  Ittle   child,  just  that  ready  and  willing  I  by  this   rule    t»ere   is    ™   "^  and  if  an 
was  the  Savior  to  save  me,  if  I  would  only  trust  |  tween  them .that  formerly  exis^  ^  ^ 
him,  as  the  little  child  trusted  me. 

Since  that  night  I  have  taken  the  Savior  at  his 
word  and  believe  that  he  will  do  as  he  has  prom- 
ised in  John  6:  37.    I  know  that  he  is  able  also  to 


bers  and  it  nas  u«..  —-       ee,ing 
"ady-and  willing  |  by  this   rule,  there   is   not  the  cord*       ^ 
that  formerly  existed,  ™a  sure 
ses  between  them,  they  are  ami         ^ 


Tim-  2°:  "'  I2'    .  ,  the  ministers  gave    save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by 

At  the  night  session  some  of  the  ministers  gave 
their  experience  in  church  work.    Elders    Dav.d  [him,    Heb.  j.  25. 


again  arises  between  tnem,  L.^y  -     wv;ne  Pla 
stir  up  the  old  trouble  again,  thus  show  ^  ^ 
that  it  was  only  adjusted  according 
and  not  according  to  the  spirit.  beWe! 

I  firmly  believe  that  if  differences  , in.  a, 
members  of  the  church,  and  they  are 


December  19,  1896. 

cording  to  the  Utter  Mi  spirit  of  the  Gospel  and  a 
proper  reconciliation  is  effected,  they  will  love  one 
another  better  than  before.  If  I  commit  a  faul 
against  my  brother,  and  he  comes  in  the  spirit  of 
Christ  and  tells  me  of  my  fault,  it  should  give  me 
confidence  in  my  brother;  seeing  he  is  going  ac 
cording  to  Christ's  directions;  and  if  I,  in  return~ 
confess  my  fault  and  ask  forgiveness  for  my  sin' 
it  gives  him  confidence  in  me,  and  thus  mutual' 
confidence  is  not  only  restored,  but  strengthened 
and  we  are  both  developing  Christian  character 

We  may  often,  if  not  on  our  guard,  be  too  sensi- 
tive, too  ready  to  take  offense  at  every  word  that 
may  be  spoken,  or  every  action  performed,  when 
nothing  was  intended.  We  should  be  very  care- 
ful along  this  line,  since  many  difficulties  arise 
merely  through  misunderstanding.  But  whenever 
we  kmw  a  brother  has  committed  a  trespass  against 
us,  if  we  even  would  feel  to  bear  it  and  pass  it  by, 
we  should  give  it  attention  for  his  sake. 

Very  frequently  when  acknowledgment  is  re- 
quired of  any  one,  it  is  made  in  such  a  light  and 
formal  way  that  we  are  afraid  there  is  not  the  vir- 
tue in  it  that  the  Savior  intended.  We  should  re- 
joice that  we  have  the  privilege  in  such  an  easy 
way  to  get  rid  of  our  sins,  simply  by  making  hum- 
ble confession.  It  is  easy  for  the  spiritually-mind- 
ed person,  for  Jesus  says,  "  My  yoke  is  easy  and 
my  burden  is  light,"  Matt.  11:  30,  "but  it  is  a 
cross  and  burden  to  the  carnal  mind,  hence  the 
importance  of  being  spiritually  minded. 

There  is  another  fault  that  is  too  prevalent 
among  us.  We  are  too  much  inclined  to  tell  oth- 
ers about  our  personal  difficulties,  either  before  or 
after  they  are  adjusted.  We  are  positively  com- 
manded how  to  proceed.  "Tell  him  his  fault  be- 
tween thee  and  him  alone,"  hence  no  one  else  has 
any  right  to  know  anything  of  it.  The  Savior  has 
given  us  this  beautiful  rule,  which,  if  strictly  fol- 
lowed in  letter  and  spirit,  will  bring  all  the  members 
of  the  church  into  perfect  harmony  with  each-  oth- 
er, and  keep  them  in  a  reconciled  condition  with 
God  and  one  anath.ec. 
Ml.  Morris,  111. 


cLt  H  'u  S°   '"   hUman    life'     We    ™st,   of 

poor  „  7Urbr''and  that  best  must  »'w«y«  be 
poor  n  action,  but  for  what  we  leave  undone  we 
must  trust  ,t  all  to  Christ  and  his  love  for  u \Z 
way  w,„  be  dark  enough  at  times,  but  out  of  the 
shadows  will  come  light  if  we  trust  our  guide 

I  write  these  lines  in  a  crowded  city  hotel    but 
twenty  thousand  people  wil!  read  and  "ponder      So 

tITI^Z^  a  far°ne:  "C— g^sad  heart 
The  night  ha,  not  fallen  everywhere,   nor  is  it  to 

atlst/'  ChdSt  a"d  and  "°»  wil1  be  *  »»me 

Lewisburg,  Pa, 
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IS  THE  WORLD  QROWINQ  BETTER? 


BY  A.  HUTCHISON. 


SUCCESSFUL  FAILURES. 

BY  HOWARD  MILLER. 

There  are  few  people  of  any  depth  of  thought 
who  do  not  at  times  regard  their  religious  life  and 
personal  experience  a  failure.  In  their  moments  of 
gloomy  introspection  they  imagine  that  all  they 
nave  done  for  their  personal  religious  benefit  is  so 
small  that  it  cannot  counterbalance  the  dross  of 
their  natures.  They  are  beset  by  doubts  of  the 
genuineness  of  their  acceptance  by  God.  Whether 
or  not  men  confess  this  condition,  it  is  well  nigh 
universal,  and  it  is  general  because  it  is  natural. 

do  not  say  that  there  are  not  those  who  are  per- 
fectly clear  as  to  their  title  to  a  place  with  the  re- 
eemed,  for  I  do  not  know  all  men,  but  those  I  do 
now,  are,  even  among  the  wisest  and  best,  often 
harassed  with   doubt.     This  condition  is  due  to  a 
.     ure  t0  properly  adjust  the  conditions  of  salva- 
on'     It  is  true  that  of  ourselves  we  can  do  noth- 
"g  w°rthy  of  the  prize  of  eternal  life.     But  it  i: 
also  true  that  with  our  best  efforts  the  intermedia 
J,  t-hnst,  and  our  trust  in  him  to  this  end,  is  th 
v«y  salvation  we  doubt  our  possession  of. 

once  found  a  man  lost  in   a  strange  city  which 
s  in  a  crowded  tumult.     He  wanted  to  go  to  a 
tolrtT  Station  and  no  one  could  well  direct  him.    I 
sh    .   lm  to  follow  me  and  he  did  it.    We  made 
H°    cuts  across  dark  lots  and  down  dim  streets. 
sieht'aS  bumped  and  jostled  and  occasionally  lost 
brill    °f  me  temP°rariIy.  but  I  landed  him  in  the 
as  h'antly"li5htcd  station  at  last.    What  he  thought 
kne C  I6"'  'nt°  the  dark  PIaces  witn  me  *  never 
Precl'  1 Ut  he  trusted   me  and   arrived  safe.     It  is 
a  Pr'S       S°  '"  our  'ost  condition  here.    We  have 
as  thend  whose  garments  we  want  to  clutch  do 
ther  6  darkness  er°ws  and  he  will  land  us  wL. 
have*  'S  D0  more  niBht-     There  are  few  °f  us  whL 
Ttie  "0t  'ed  a  trusting  child  t0  a  P'ace  of  safety 
cie  .  ""P'icity  of  its  confidence  was  its  most  effi- 
aid  to  the  end  sought, 


In  Two  Parts.-Part  One. 

The  above.is  a  question  that  is  frequently  asked 
o  preacher^  and  it  is  generally  answered  i/the  af- 
firmative. Certainly  this  would  be  a  very  pleas- 
ing y,ew  0  the  subject,  if  the  words  of  Ins'piLion 
would  sustain  us  ,n  taking  such  a  view.  Here  I 
shall  introduce  a  few  of  the  words  of  jesus  and  oth- 
ers. Jesus  says,  "But  as  the  days  of  Noah  were, 
so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  be 
for  as  in  the  days  that  were  before  the  flood  thev 
were  eating  and  drinking,  marrying  and  giving  in 
marriage,  until  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the 
ark,  and  knew  not  until  the  flood  came,  and  took 
them  all  away;  so  shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son 
ot  man  be.       Matt.  24:  37-39. 

This  does  not  seem  to  show  any  great  difference 
between  the  times  then  and  now,— at  least  nothing 
in  favor  of  the  latter. 

If  morality  alone  were  Christianity,  then  we 
might  be  able  to  accept  the  idea  that  the  world  is 
making  some  improvement,  tor  the  ordinary  teach- 
ing is  little  else  than  a  system  of  moralizing,  but 
when  it  comes  to  accepting  Christ  and  his  doctrine, 
the  teachers  are  slow  to  teach  it,  and  the  people, 
in  general,  are  equally  willing  to  have  something 
else.  Jer.  5:  30,  31  says,  "A  wonderful  and  horri- 
ble thing  is  committed  in  the  land;  the  prophets 
prophesy  falsely,  and  the  priests  bear  rule  by  their 
means;  and  my  people  love  to  have  it  so:  and  what 
will  ye  do  in  the  end  thereof?  " 

Should  any  one  say  the  above  does  not  apply  to 
our  time,  I  shall  ask  that  one  to  show,  why  it  does 
not  and  also  that  human  nature  is  not  just  what  it 
has  ever  been.  1  John  4:  1  says,  "  Beloved,  believe 
not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whether  they 
are  of  God;  because  many  false  prophets  are  gone 
out  into  the  world."  If  every  one  who  goes  out  to 
teach,  were  under  the  direction  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
then  Jesus  would  not  have  needed  to  say  to  his  dis- 
ciples, "Take  heed  what  ye  hear,"  Mark  4:  24,  nor 
as  Luke  has  it,  "Take  heed  therefore  how  ye  hear," 
Luke  8:  18.  One  seems  to  allude  to  matter,— what 
ye  hear,  and  the  other  to  manner  of  hearing,  how 
ye  hear.  We  have  a  very  timely  warning  given  by 
Paul  in  2  Tim.  3:  13,  which  says,  "  But  evil  men  and 
seducers  shall  wax  worse  and  worse,  deceiving  and 
being  deceived."  This  is  in  harmony  with  what 
the  prophet  Isaiah  gives  us.  Isa.  g:  16  says,  "For 
the  leaders  of  this  people  cause  them  to  err;  and 
they  that  are  led  of  them  are  destroyed." 

There  is  but  one  sentiment  held  forth  by  the 
prophets,— whether  you  consult  those  recorded  in 
the  Old,  or  the  New  Testament.  It  is  a  warning 
on  every  hand,  and  surely  there  would  be  no  need 
for  all  this,  if  the  trend  of  the  teaching  were  to 
>me  still  nearer  to  Jesus.  i 

I  next  call    the  attention    of  the   reader  to   the 
words  of  the  Lord,  as  in  Jer,  23:  21,     He  says,  "I  ' 
have  not  sent  these  prophets,  yet  they  ran:  I  have 
not  spoken  to  them,  yet  they  prophesied." 

The  test  by  which  we  are  to  know  the  prophet, 
._  found  in  John  3:  34,  and  reads  thus,  "  For  he 
whom  God  hath  sent  speaketh  the  words  of  God." 
The  rule  is  found  in  Ezek.  2:  7,  and  says,  "And 
thou  shalt  speak  my  words  unto  them,  whether 
they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear." 
Here  we  see  no  choice  left,  as  to  what  a  man  shall 
preach.    And  it  must  be  clear  to  every  devoted 


heart  that  if  the  New  Testament  conveys  to  us  the 
will  of  God  to  man,  and  was  brought  by  the  Holv 
Spirit  to  those  who  wrote,  then  it  must  be  clear 
that  all  who  are  under  the  influence  of  the  same 
Spirit  now,  will  teach  the  same  things.  And  as  we 
do  not  see  this  to  be  the  case  now,  what  conclusion 
will  we  come  to? 

Let  us  call  in  Peter  and  Paul,  and  see  if  we  can 
obtain  any  information  on  this  line.  Peter  says 
But  there  were  false  prophets  also  among  the 
people  even  as  there  shall  be  false  teachers  among 
you,  who  privily  shall  bring  in  damnable  heresies 
even  denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and 
bring  upon  themselves  swift  destruction.  And 
many  shall  follow  their  pernicious  ways;  by  reason 
of  whom  the  way  of  truth  shall  be  evil  spoken  of" 
2  Pet.  2:  1,  2. 

This  brings  the  matter  pretty  close  to  where  we 
claim  to  be.  As  we  profess  to  have  the  true  doc- 
trine, we  ought  to  look  out  for  the  teachers,  and 
what  and  how  they  teach.  The  apostle  tells 
us  that  there  will  be  false  teachers  among  the  true 
followers  of  Christ.  Every  one  of  us  ought  to 
raise  the  question,  "Lord,  is  it  I?"  What  is  the 
tendency  of  the  teaching  among  us  to-day?  Is  it 
coming  nearer  to  the  Spirit  of  Jesus?  Or  should 
we  not  take  a  careful  and  prayerful  review  of 
the  work  as  done  by  us?  I  am  not  aiming  this  for 
a  fault-finding,  or  a  criticism,  but  I  am  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  church.  I  want  us  to  be  sure  we  are 
on  the  right  road  in  everything,  and  then  press 
our  claims  with  all  the  power  we  can  command  by 
the  authority  of  Jesus.  We  certainly  have  much 
to  do,  and  we  have  no  assurance  that  we  have  a 
longtime  in  which  to  do  it.  If  the  world  is  not 
tending  toward  the  Master,  let  us  show  them  the 
true  light,  lest  we,  too,  be  overtaken  at  a  time  we 
think  not.  and  we  be  as  the  slothful  servant.  Paul 
brings  this  matter  before  us  in  a  manner  that  ought 
to  arouse  us  to  the  utmost.  He  says,  "Also  of 
your  ownselves  shall  men  arise,  speaking  perverse 
things  to  draw  away  disciples  after  them."  Acts 
20:  30. 

One  thing  we  do  know,  that  what  we,  who  are 
now  living,  shall  do,  we  must  do  it  quickly.  Let 
our  missionaries  in  every  land  do  all  they  can  to 
better  the  condition  of  such  as  are  in  their  reach, 
and  let  every  brother  and  sister  do  his  or  her  part 
at  homel 
McPherson,  Ka?is. 

THE  TRUE  BASIS  OF  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDOE. 

BY  S.  N.  McCANN, 
"Ifanvman  » 


mlleth  to  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  o(  the 
teaching,  whether  it  is  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself  " 
—John  7:  17.    (R.  V.) 

The  world  is  so  full  of  creeds  and  isms  that 
many  persons  are  puzzled  to  know  what  to  believe. 
They  feel  as  if  they  would  like  to  know  the  truth, 
ly  persons  feel  that  if  they  could  only  know 
which  creed  was  right,  that  they  would  then  be 
willing  to  accept  it  and  go  to  work.  Every  man 
of  thought  knows  that  when  two  persons  differ  on 
a  question  of  duty,  both  cannot  be  right,— both 
may  be  wrong.  In  the  many  creeds  of  the  pres- 
ent day  there  is  a  chance  for  every  one  to  be 
wrong,— there  can  be  but  one  that  is  absolutely 
right.  God's  Word  is  right;  wherever  men  or 
creeds  stand  in  opposition  to  the  Word  of  God, 
they  are  wrong. 

But  how  can  we  know  what  is  the  teaching  of 
God's  Word,  when  men  and  women  everywhere  re- 
fer to  the  Word  as  their  authority  in  matters  of 
religion,  and  yet  differ  as  widely  as  Protestantism 
and  Catholicism,  or  as  widely  as  Methodists  and 
Baptists,  or  even  as  widely  as  Baptists  and  Bap- 
tists? 

The  true  solution  of  this  question  is  based  not 
upon  mental  or  psychological  grounds,  but  upon 
moral  grounds.  The  many  failures  to  solve  this 
question  are  the  results  of  wrong  methods,  and  not 
because  of  the  extreme  difficulty  in  making  a 
proper  solution  of  the  question,  The  more  we  try 
to  solve  the  difficulty  by  wrong  methods,  the  worse 


by 


ill  become.  Seek  to  solve  this  great  pi 
i  wrong  method,  and  there  is  great  danger  of 
_...lg  landed  into  universalism  or  skepticism.  Men 
are  driven  to  the  one  extreme  or  the  other,  or  else 
to  open  indifference  by  seeking  to  reconcile  the 
conflicting  isms  of  this  age  by  study  and  research. 

The  man  who  sets  out  to  find  the  right  by  study 
and  research  is  apt  to  be  either  driven  into  despair 
or  indifference;  Where  do  we  find  our  greatest  dif- 
ferences? Among  the  learned,  among  men  who 
use  all  the  advantages  that  learning  and  research 
can  give  The  right  cannot  be  found  by  all  the  ap- 
pliances of  learning.  The  profoundest  scholars 
cannot  by  searching  find  out  God.  There  must  be 
first  an  underlying  principle,  before  wisdom  and  re- 
search will  benefit  the  searcher  after  truth.  Learn- 
ing and  research  are  all  right  in  their  place.  We 
cannot  do  without  them  but  they  cannot  take  the 
place  of  that  more  important  underlying  moral  prin- 
ciple which  makes  a  man  willing  to  do  God's  will. 

If  a  man  is  willing  to  do  "  the  will  "  as  fast  as  he 
learns  it,  he  will  know  the  truth.  It  is  the  unwill- 
ingness to  submit  our  wills  to  God  that  blinds  us, 
that  blocks  up  all  the  avenues  to  light  and  keeps  us 
in  utter  darkness.  If  we  will  to  do  God's  will  and 
not  our  own  we  have  laid  the  true  foundation  for 
Christian  knowledge.  We  can  now  apply  all  the 
:arch  and  learning  that  we  can  command, 
:  safety. 


THIS   GOSPEL   MESSBITQEB.- 
■  WHY  THESE  NEGLECTED  OPPORTUNITIES?" 
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hard,  no  self-denial  to 
if  we  will  to  do  his  wil 
een  feeling  that  one  wi 
can  find  it  and  willing  to 
ast  as  we  do  find  it.    "The 
(ill  "  is  ready  to  do  just  as 
n  he  sees  a  duty  he  does 
better  opportunity  to  do  that  duty  but 
willingly  lays  hold  of  the  work  now. 
The  man  who  feels  that  he  will  do  his  duty  as 
m  as  he  sees  the  way  clear,  is  always  searching 
more  light  but  he  never  finds  enough  light  to  go 
to  work.     Christ  promises  that  the  pure  in  heart 
shall  see  God.     It  is  the  moral  condition  of  the  in- 
dividual that  unlocks  the  mystery  of  Divine  knowl- 
edge.    "  If  any  man  willeth  to  do  his  will  he  shall 
know  of  the  teaching." 

God's  Spirit  bears  witness  with  the  spirit  of  the 
man  who  is  willing  to  do  his  will.  The  Holy  Spir- 
it dictated  the  Word  of  God,  and  when  our  wills  are 
submissive  to  God's  will,  we  get  the  testimony  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  we  know  that  the  teaching  is 
Divine. 

The  man  who  wills  to  do  God's  will,  knows  his 
ground.  He  may  not  see  all  the  light  but  he  knows 
for  himself  that  he  sees  the  light.  He  knows  that 
it  is  the  light  and  that  it  is  from  God  and  not  from 
men.  He  knows  for  himself  that  there  is  salvation 
in  the  teaching.  Knowing  that  the  teaching  is  of 
God,  he  presses  on,  crying,  "  Not  my  will  but  thine 
be  done."  As  he  presses  on  the  great  mystery  of 
godliness  is  unveiled,  the  darkness  disappears,  the 
clouds  are  scattered,  and  he  rejoices  in  the  beauty 
of  holiness.  Creeds  and  isms  do  not  vex  nor  troub 
le,  neither  do  they  hold  the  man  who  wills  to  di 


God's  will,  when 
ing  to  do  God's  1 
task,  though  it  de 
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Christ 


:learer  light  opens.  The 
ill  makes  that  will  a  delightful 
lands  much  of  self-denial.  Th. 
:lf-denial  contained  in  the  will  of 
ow  that  it  is  truly  not  the  will  of 
is  willing  to  give  up  sin,  if  he  is 
will  know  that  the  teaching  of 
mdition  that 


BY   O.    S.    CORLE. 

THE  words  of  our  subject  have  been  taken  from 
Bro.  S.  N.  McCann's  article,  in  "  Gospel  Messen- 
ger "  No.  49.  Vo1'  34- 

In  speaking  of  "  the  whitening  harvest,  he  says. 
"  Right  at  our  homes,  within  a  few  score  of  mi  es 
from  our  large  congregations,  are  open  doors  tor 
willing  workers.  Why  these  neglected  opportuni- 
ties all  around  us?  "  This  is  a  question  that  surely 
should  concern  us;  but  we  can  see  neglected  oppor- 
tunities about  which  we  wish  to  speak,  even  closer 

"irTour  own  neighborhood,  in  our  own  familes,  are 
opportunities  for  doing  good,  that  are  being  neg- 
lected. How  about  our  children?  Are  we  giving 
them  wholesome  instruction?  Are  we  directing 
their  minds  into  the  proper  channel?  Are  we 
bringing  them  up  in  the  way  in  which  they  should 
eo?  Knot,  why  this  neglected  opportunity?  Why 
are  so  many  of  our  children  outside  of  the  church? 
Doubtless  on  account  of  neglected  opportunities. 
On  the  young  and  tender  mind,  impressions  may  be 
made  which  time  will  never  erase.  It  is  then  we 
should  teach  them  of  God,  and  of  his  love  and  care 
for  us  and  instill  into  their  youthful  minds  those 
principles  we  all  hold  dear.  "The  mill  will  never 
grind  with  water  that  is  past;  "  hence,  if  we  neglect 
our  duty  until  the  opportunity  is  past,  it  will  have 
to  remain  undone  through  all  time  and  eternity. 

Both  parents  have  a  work  to  do  in  the  develop- 
ment of  child-life;  yet  we  believe  that  the  maternal 
influence  far  outreaches  the  paternal.  We  can 
trace  the  rise  and  fall  of  empires  to  the  good  or 
orrupt  influence  of  mothers.  How  frequently  the 
Scriptures  allude  to  the  mothers  of  the  kings  of  Is- 
ael?  Of  Josiah,  that  good  king,  we  are  told 
that  "his  mother's  name  was  Jedediah,"— a  good 
and  pious  woman.  A.l  Bible  students  know  of  the 
wickedness  of  Jezebel,  and  we  are  told  that  her  son 
Ahaziah,  "  did  evil  exceedingly  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord." 

Mothers,  don't  neglect  the  important  work  ot 
training  your  childien!  So  present  and  exemplify 
Divine  Truth,  that  it  may  reproduce  itself  in  the 
character  and  lives  of  your  children!  Let  her  who 
has  a  family  of  children,  not  want  for  a  better  field 
of  labor  in  Christ's  vineyard.  John  Randolph  said 
that  only  one  thing  saved  him  from  atheism,— that 
was  the  remembrance  of  the  hour,  when  his  mother, 
kneeling  by  his  side,  taught  him  to  say,  "  Our  Fa- 
ther, who  art  in  Heaven,"  The  writer  of  this  arti- 
cle well  temembers,  when  he  knelt  upon  his  moth- 
er's knee,  and  said  his  little  prayer. 

Mothers,  should  not  the  thought  that  your  son, 
when  tossed  upon  the  stormy  and  tempestuous  ocean 
of  life,  when  the  waves  of  sorrow  and  care  are  roll- 
ing in  upon  him,  will  look  back  through  the  mists  of 
years,  and  see  himself  kneeling  at  your  feet,  and 
even  a  half  century  afterward,  when,  perhaps,  you 
have  gone  to  your  reward,  repeat  the  little  prayer 
you  taught  him,  inspire  you  to  greater  efforts  to 
give  him  such  instruction  in  childtiood,  as  in  man- 
hood may  act  as  an  anchor  to  his  soul? 

Mothers,  if  you  can  not  preach  the  religion  of  Je- 
sus Christ  in  our  pulpits,  you  can  preach  it  at  your 
fireside!  You  can  raise  up  a  son,  who,  perhaps, 
may  preach  it.  Some  Scotch  writer  has  said,  that 
"  an  ounce  of  mother  is  worth  more  than  a  pound 
of  clergy."  What  the  church  needs,  is  more  Han- 
nahs to 


We  talk  about  a  consecrated  ministry— it  is  in- 
dispensably necessary,  but  a  lazy,  sleepy,  non-work- 
ing laity,  is  not  the  kind  of  backing  our  ministers 
need  If  we  don't  help  in  the  work,  we  hinder  it. 
We  must  not  expect  great  victories  to  be  achieved 
by  our  ministers,  while  we  "lie  supinely  on  our 
backs." 

Our  very  lack  of  zeal  and  interest  is  a  manifesta- 
tion that  our  religion  is  not  worth  much  to  us,— just 
like  a  story  1  read,  about  a  man  who  said  that  his 
religion  had  only  cost  him  a  shilling  in  a  year.  A 
by-stander  remarked,  that  "  it  wasn't  worth  that." 
Nine  times  out  of  ten  we  believe,  when  a  man's  re- 
ligion only  costs  him  a  shilling  a  year,  it  isn't  worth 
it,  The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  will  open  the  pock- 
et-book. He  who  has  the  means  to  spare,  if  he  has 
that  religion,  will  regard  every  opportunity  to  help 
a  needy  brother,  or  every  call  for  help  in  a  good 
cause,  as  an  opportunity  to  do  something  for 
Christ. 

Why  are  so  many  of  our  churches  only  opened 
once  a  week,  or  once  in  two  weeks,  for  preaching 
services?  Why  do  we  not  have  social  meetings? 
Are  we  not  neglecting  a  grand  opportunity  to  meet 
with  Christ,  to  develop  our  spirituality,  and  become 
stronger  in  Him?  We  also  might  be  doing  much 
good  by  way  of  instructing  others. 

We  have  heard  preachers  talk,  and  talk,  and  talk, 
about  "faith  and  works;"  yes,  they  emphasized 
wrks,  but  scarcely  got  outside  of  church  ordinan- 
ces. The  ordinances  are  all  right  and  should  be 
taught  and  kept;  but  were  I  a  preacher,  preaching 
about  works,  I  would  season  my  sermon  pretty  well 
with  the  duties  of  every-day  life.  These  are  oppor- 
tunities that  are  sometimes  neglected,  as  well  as 
those  about  which  Bro.  McCann  wrote;  and  the 
same  answer  will  apply  to  both  his  and  my  ques- 
tion, Why  these  neglected  opportunities?  It  oc- 
curs to  me  that  the  plain  answer  is,  Not  enough 
"  pure  and  undefiled  religion."  What  does  lack  of 
consecration  mean?  It  means  scarcity  of  religion. 
Why  does  the  harvest  suffer  for  want  of  gathering? 
Not  enough  workers.  What  does  forty  members 
and  only  five  workers  in  a  church  mean?  It  means 
that  thirty-five  have  not  enough  religion. 

Many  of  us  mean  to  do  our  duty,  but  are  in  too 
much  of  a  lethargic  condition— we  don't  think 
enough,-we  don't  see  our  duties.  We  need  to 
wake  up  from  our  drowsy  stupor.  We  need  to 
think  more  read  more,  and  meditate  more— get  in 
earnest!  Bro.  McCann's  little  book,  will  do  you 
good.  Don't  miss  an  opportunity  of  getting  it. 
Don't  ever  say  that  you  gave  its  price  toward  build- 
ing a  church,— it  passes  as  value  received. 
Point,  Pa. 


hinders  us  from  knowing.  Loving  darkness  rather 
than  light  hinders  any  man  from  seeing  or  coming 
to  the  light.  If  a  man  wills  to  do  God's  will  he 
loves  light  better  than  he  loves  darkness  and  he 
will  see  the  light  and  walk  in  its  radiance.  The 
teaching  of  Christ  becomes  more  and  more  perplex- 
ing as  we  become  less  willing  to  do  the  teaching. 
So  soon  as  we  are  unwilling  to  do  sacrifice  in  doing 
the  will,  much  of  it  becomes  questionable.  We  re- 
gard it  as  but  the  teaching  of  men. 

To  be  willing  to  do,  at  any  sacrifice,  the  will  of 
God,  solves  the  mystery  of  knowing  whether  a  doc- 
trine is  of  God  or  of  men, 


Opportunities  for  doing  good  confront  us  every 
day  of  our  lives.  Do  we  embrace  them,  or  do  we 
neglect  them?  When  we  have  been  mistreated  by 
our  neighbor,  do  we  return  good  for  evil?  When  we 
find  some  soul  that  feels  his  load  of  sin,  do  we  point 
him  to  Christ?  If  not,  here  is  a  neglected  opportun- 
ity. When  we  see  our  brother  and  sister  slip  and 
fall,  do  we  pile  a  load  of  reproach  upon  them  to  keep 
them  down,  or  do  we  gently  try  to  help  them  up? 
Are  you,  who  can  bear  "  strong  meat,"  dealing  out 
the  "  sincere  milk  of  the  Word  "  to  the  babes?  Per- 
sonally, What  am  i  doing  to  promulgate  the  relig- 
ion I  profess? 


ORPHANAGE  NOTES. 

BY   G.   J.    FERCKEN. 

—We  sent  our  orphans  to  the  Turkish  hamman,  or 
bath,  this  afternoon.    This  is  the  best  place  to  leave 
all  filthiness  of  the  body  at,  and  to  come  out  from, 
perfectly   clean   and   renewed.     Our    children,  tor 
many  months,  had  not  experienced  a  "  scrubbing. 
We  therefore  thought,  that,  before  sleeping  in  their 
snow-white  beds  and  putting   on  their  brand-new 
clothes,   they  had  better  go  through  a  purifying 
process.    What  a  change  has  that  hamman  wroug 
upon   them!     Cleaner   skins,    whiter   complexions, 
handsomer  features!    A  friend  passed  the  remark, 
which  is  worthy  of  believing,  that  this  was  the  nr 
bath    these     poor    children    ever    took    »» 
lives! 

—We  bought  to-day  Hagop  his  first  suit  of  cloth"' 
He   seemed  very  happy  at  the  thought  of  lay  jj 
aside  his  old,  filthy,  ragged  suit,  and  putting 
new,  clean  garments.     Our  fourth   orphan  came 
day.     His  name  also  is  Hagop,  which  means  jan 
He    is   a  fine,  fatty-looking    boy,  three  years 
His  father  was  killed  in  the    first  Constantino* 
massacre,   a  year   ago.     His    mother  is  a  bap 
member  of  our  church,  now  acting  as  a  wet-nu 
a  rich  Armenian  family.    She  is  now  with  that    ^ 
ily  in  Constantinople,  and  awaiting  the  end 
well-known  troubles,  in  order  to  return  to  smy 
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-We  had  a  good  congregation  this  morning  The 
sermon  was  on  Prayer.  The  orphans  were  seated 
on  the  front  chairs,  behaved  well,  and  Hstened  at 
tentively  to  the  preachmg.  In  the  afternoon  our 
janitor  took  them  for  a  walk,  which  they  greatly  en 
joyed.  It  gives  us  so  much  pleasure  to  see  them 
happy  and  wanting  nothing.  God  bless  those  who 
in  America,  have  enabled  them  to  be  happy! 

-To-day  our  school  began.  The  morning  was  de 
voted  to  religious  instruction,  Armenian  and  Arith 
metic.  In  the  afternoon  I  taught  them  the  Ene 
lish  alphabet  and  how  to  count  up  to  ten  The 
children  seemed  to  be  all  pleased  with  their  books 
and  slates.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  they  are  all 
quite  intelligent  and  fond  of  books  and  study 

-Our  Armenian  teacher  is  a  young  man  of  the 
name  of  Ohannes  Megrditcb.  Beside  Armenian 
his  mother  tongue,  he  is  also  well  versed  in  Turk' 
ish,  French  and  English,  which  he  speaks  very  cor- 
rectly and  fluently.  He  knows  the  Bible  thorough- 
ly, having  received  his  education  in  the  American 
school.  I  believe  the  Lord  is  leading  him  to  the 
perfect  kno  vledge  of  the  Truth. 

-The  children  call  me  baba  (papa)l  I  feel  very 
proud  of  being  the  father  of  such  dear  and  good 
children,  especially  since  it  was  on  their  own  spon- 
taneous motion  to  call  me  "  baba."  I  find  them  ex- 
ceedingly grateful.  Whenever  they  receive  a  suit 
of  clothes  or  a  pair  of  shoes,  they  never  fail  to  ex- 
press their  gratitude  with  a  memnoun  (thank  you) 
and  kissing  my  hand.  Who  dares  to  say  that  these 
children  don't  appreciate  the  existence  of  our  Or- 
phanage in  Smyrna  and  of  their  benefactors  in 
America! 

—I  find  it  sometimes  odd  to  teach  the  A  B  C.  to 
little  children  and  thus  return  to  "  first  principles;  " 
but  it  helps  me  to  realize  in  my  own  spiritual  life 
the  saying  of  the  Master,  "  Except  ye  be  converted 
and  become  as  little  children  ye  shall  not  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

—Missionary  work  does  not  pertain  to  one  partic- 
ular class  of  people —to  certain  special  men.  There 
vs  a.  greater  missionary  than  Paul,  Carey,  Judson 
Livingston,  Moffat,  Duff  or  Hannington.  This 
missionary  is  "all  the  world,"  is  everybody.  Who 
founded  the  church  in  Rome,  Antioch,  Corinth? 
Nobody.-everybody!  Besides  the  common  work 
of  the  direct  "  witnesses  "  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  also 
have  the  anonymous  workers.  Readers,  ye  are  mis- 
sionaries because  ye  are  "  his  witnesses." 

-There  is  nothing  like  setting  a  good  example,  es- 
pecially to  superstitious  people!  Now  there  is  a 
superstition  going  on  among  the  natives  that  "it  is 
not  good  "  to  drink  or  eat  from  the  same  vessel 

th  iR0m  a  d°g  haS  eaten  or  drunk-     II  happened 

crook  (my  son's  dog)  drank  water  ou       ' 
Porcelam  cup  which  is  reserved  for  th(,  Qrph 

nnk  out  of  during  recess.  The  children  all  saw  it 
and  decided  never  to  drink  out  of  that  cup  again, 
°ut  use  another  vessel.     I  objected;  then  washing 

ne  cup  myself,  I  filled  it  with  water  and  drank  all 
"e  contents  before  them.  They  looked  at  me, 
bae,'1r  eyes  wide  open,  then  said,  that  if  I,  their  "  ba- 

a.    could  drink  out  of  that  same  cup  they  could! 

eon  after  eacn  one  filIed  ,he  cup  and  drank  befon, 

, /  show  now  'hey  appreciated  the  example  and 
«son  taught  them.  Surely  they  are  good  ch.ldren, 
them!°rthy  °f  WhSt  °Ur  Brotherh°°d  is  do'ng  for 

—Missions  are  the  criterion  of  spiritual  vitality. 

nere  are  seven  things  which  Christian  women 

inth         Theycan  (')  like   Martha   receive   Jesus 

heir  houses  (Luke  10:  38).     (2)  Sit  at  His  feet 

Gorl  n       <L"ke  I0:  39)-     (3)  Keep  the  Word  of 

Hke  the  Virgin   Mary  and  ponder  it  in  their 

na'n    !Luke  2:   '9>'     (4)  Speak  of  Jesus  like  An- 

lik  h  2:  38)'  <5)  Invite  sinners  t0  s°  t0  him 
bor  Samaritan  woman  (John  4:  29).  (6)  "  La- 
(  [  nj,uch  in  the  Lord  "  like  Persis  (Rom.  16:12). 
' '  e  "servants  of  the  church  "  and  "succorers  of 
many  '  like  Phebe  (Rom.  .6:  1-2). 
V/7,  are  four  American  warships  ir 

and  th°k  0Ur  orPhans  °n  board  the  "  Minneapolis  " 
to  tJ       hUgest   o£  them  aI1'     H  was  1uite  a  treat 
fore  ein     ^ney  had  never  seen  a  man-of-war  be- 
'•and  the  cleanliness  of  the  ship,  the  gigantic 


^CEQOSPEL  MESSEKGEB. 


machinery  the  tremendous  cannons,  the  drill  of  the 

hinIS  Z  TiT'  and  many  °th«  'ho^and 
hmgs  interested  them  very  much.  They  seemed 
to  teel  the  power  of  America   ;„   n,.„  .      ,, 

gines  of  war      The  time  wH  t  '^  e"" 

»i.  me  time  will  come  when  thev  will 
eahse  that  the  strength  of  America  is  not  in"  a" 
nonsbutin  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  which  is  the 
Word  of  God  and  that  Armenia  and  the  poor  Ar! 
menians  will  be  liberated  some  day  not  by  wars,  so- 

Ch^fn,"  TnS,,bU'  by  the  GosPd  °f  J«us 
^haTmak,  yVha  '  kn°W  the  trUth'  a"d  'he  truth 
shall  make  Vou  freer     -•  Thy  WOrd  is  truth  " 

-We  are  on  the  eve  of  losing  some  of  our  best 
members.  They  are  the  four  Armenians  who  were 
baptized  Aug.  30.  Finding  no  work  here,  and  anx- 
ious to  join  their  families  whom  they  have  not  seen 
since  the  massacres,  they  have  decided  to  leave 
us  th,s  week  for  Diarbekir.  They  are  weavers  by 
profession  -a  trade  which  they  could  not  advan- 
tageously follow  here,  where  the  products  of  Euro- 
pean and  American  industries  are  daily  imported. 
Then,  coming  from  the  far  interior,  where  every- 
thing is  still  primitive,  they  have  found  themselves 
here  thrown  out,  as  it  were,  from  their  element  and 
environment.  We  are  sorry  to  lose  them  and  to 
have  our  little  church  thin  down  to  twelve  mem- 
bers. But  this  must  be  expected  in  all  congrega- 
tions Our  brethren  have  received  here  the  seed  of 
the  Word,  as  well  as  the  light  which  God's  Truth 
gives.  We  therefore  trust  that  these  first  few  mem 
bers  of  our  church  in  Smyrna,  now  going  from  us 
will  carry  with  them,  into  the  far  interior  and  into 
the  bosom  of  their  families,  the  truth  that  sanctifies 
and  which  emancipates  from  the  thraldom  of  sin, 
ignorance  and  superstition. 

Smyrna,  Asia  Minor. 


"IP  I  HAD  TO  SWim." 

The  following  story  should  put  to  shame  the 
luggishness  6t  those  of  us  who  are  content  to  rest 
iatisfied  with  our  own  condition,  without  burden- 
ing ourselves  with  concern  for  others:  "  It  is  relat- 
ed that  a  New  Zealand  girl  was  brought  over  to 
England  to  be  educated.  She  became  a  true 
Christian.  When  she  was  about  to  return,  some  of 
her  friends  endeavored  to  dissuade  her.  They 
said,  '  Why  go  back  to  New  Zealand?  You  are  ac- 
customed to  England  now.  You  love  its  shady 
lanes  and  clover-fields.  It  suits. your  health.  Be- 
sides, you  may  be  shipwrecked  on  the  ocean;  you 
may  be  killed  and  eaten  by  your  own  people;  ev- 
erybody will  have  forgotten  you.'  'What!  '  she 
said,  '  do  you  think  I  could  keep  the  good  news  to 
myself?  Do  you  think  I  could  be  content  with 
having  got  pardon  and  peace  and  eternal  life  for 
myself,  and  not  go  and  tell  dear  father  and  mother 
how  they  might  get  it  too?  I  would  go  if  I  had  to 
swim  there.' " 


^THE  i SUNDAY  +  SCHOOL- 


LESSON  LIQMT-FLASHES. 


The  Birth  of  Christ Matt. 

{Lesson  for  Dec.  20,  iSgi 


r  harbo 


This  is  the  lesson  of  the  year  because  it  is  the 
imax,  in  interest,  of  all  we  have  been  teaching  and 
learning.  To  this  all  of  the  others  have  been 
pointing,  and  to  miss  this  would  be  to  miss  the  ob- 
ject of  our  searchings.  The  event  was  the  fulfill- 
ment of  the  prophecies  covering  a  space,  in  time, 
of  four  thousand  years.  It  was  the  sun  that  was 
slow  in  rising,  but  when  it  came,  its  light  filled  this 
dark  world  of  ours  with  a  full  blaze  of  effulgent 
glory.  It  was  the  bright  morning-star  of  hop 
flooded  with  divine  light  the  souls  of  thos 
were  so  anxiously  awaiting  its  appearance. 

Luke  tells  the  story  this  way:  "And  there  were 
in  the  same  country  shepherds  abiding  in  the  field, 
keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by  night.  And,  Io, 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  shone  around  about  them  and  they  were 


,  that 
who 


sore  afraid.  And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not  ■ 
for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born 
this  day  ,n  the  city  of  David  a  Savior,  which  is 
Christ  the  Lord." 

This  field  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Bethlehem,  and 
when  we  were  there,  as  we  stood  on  the  elevation  of 
the  outskirts  of  the  town  we  saw  there,  even  at  this 
late  date,  shepherds  daring  for  their  flocks,  per- 
haps in  the  very  same  way  that  similar  flocks'  were 
cared  for  over  eighteen  hundred  years  ago.  Our 
mindi  at  that  time,  was  wonderfully  impressed  with 
this  lesson,  and  we  have  been  seeing  the  field, 
flocks  and  the  shepherds  ever  since,  especially 
When  our  mind  is  made  to  bear  on  the  truth  of 
Christ. 

Soon  after  this  wonderful  manifestation  of  angels 
to  the  shepherds,  we  have  the  visit  of  the  wise  men 
from  the  East.  Just  who  those  men  were  or  the 
exact  location  from  which  they  came  will  probably 
never  be  known.  They  Were  the  magi  of  art  east- 
em  country  and  doubtless  were  representative  men 
of  the  country  to  which  they  belonged.  They  were 
men  who  had  some  knowledge  of  the  prophecies  of 
the  Bible  concerning  the  coming  of  this  King  of 
the  Jews. 

That  there  mi^ht  be  credible  witness  of  his  birth 
into  the  world,  outside  of  the  Jewish  families,  these 
men  were  miraculously  informed  of  the  event  by 
the  appearance  in  the  heavens,  of  his  star,  which 
was  made  to  lead  them  to  the  country  and  town  in 
which  he  was  born. 

As  to  the  much  speculation,  indulged  in  by  men 
f  science,  we  have  little  to  say.  It  is  better  for 
s  to  accept  the  literal  narrative  and  accept  it  as 
his  star."  It  is  better  to  believe  that  the  Father 
saw  proper,  in  his  wisdom,  to  lead  these  witnesses  to 
the  child  life  of  his  Son  and  the  world's  future  glor- 
ious King,  by  a  light  of  his  special  making,  from 
above. 

As  to  the  place  where  Christ  was  to  be  born,  the 
records  of  the  prophecies  were  direct  and  plain. 
When  Herod  heard  the  inquiry  of  these  men  he  at 
once  called  the  chief  priests  and  scribes  and  de- 
manded of  them  where  Christ  should  be  born. 
They  said  unto  him,  "  In  Bethlehem  of  Judea,  for 
thus  it  is  written  by  the  prophet."  This  wis  all 
plain  enough.  The  exact  time  of  his  coming  waj 
wisely  kept  from  them,  but  graciously  revealed  to 
those  who  desired  his  advent  and  were  interested  in 
the  blessings  that  were  to  accompany  him.  Though 
the  definite  time  for  his  birth  was  not  given,  yet  it 
was  so  revealed  that  it  could  be  approximated. 
So  it  was,  because  there  had  been  and  were  at  this 
time,  among  the  Jews  those  who  were  anxiously 
awaiting  the  redemption  of  Israel.  Not  only  was 
this  true  of  the  Jews  but  also  of  the  other  nations 
of  the  world.  The  interest  as  to  the  coming  of  this 
long-predicted  King  was  wide-spread,  so  that,  from 
every  corner  of  the  earth,  eyes  were  turned  towards 
the  little  town  of  Bethlehem,  so  beautifully  set  up- 
on a  hill.  It  was  good  that  it  w.as  so,  because  in 
Him  was  the  hope  of  the  world. 

From  this  very  interesting  narrative  we  learn 
these  lessons: 

1.  The  promises  of  God  though  they  may  seem 
slow  in  coming,  are  sure  and  never  fail.  The  prom- 
ise he  made  to  Mother  Eve  and  to  those  who  were 
his,  down  through  the  ages,  were  all  fulfilled  in 
this  birth  and  life. 

2.  All  the  combined  wisdom  and  power  of  men 
cannot  frustrate  the  plans  of  God.  Pharaoh,  Her- 
od, and  many  others,  tried  it  but  the  Lord  made 
their  wrath  to  praise  him. 

3.  The  Lord  hides  himself  from  those  who  would 
do  evil  but  strangely  reveals  himself  to  them  who 
look  for  him  and  desire  his  presence.  From  Herod 
and  those  who  sought  the  child's  life  he  was  hid- 
den, but  to  the  shepherds,  the  wise  men,  to  Simeon, 
whose  soul  was  longing  for  him,  and  Anna,  he  was 
gloriously  revealed.    And  from  this  time  on,  to  a 

rishing  world,  the  Kingdom  of  heaven  was  op- 
ed.   If  we  are  not  in,  it  is  because  we  have  re- 
jected our  King  by  refusing  to  accept  the  riches  of 
his  graee.  h,  b,  b. 
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YOU  CAN  NEVER  TELL. 


You  never  can  tell  when  you  send  a  word- 
Like  an  arrow  shot  from  a  bow 
By  an  archer  blind-be  it  cruel  or  kind, 

Just  where  it  will  chance  to  go. 
It  may  pierce  the  breast  ol  your  dearest  (riend 

Tipped  with  its  poison  or  balm; 
To  a  stranger's  heart  in  life's  great  mart 

It  may  carry  its  pain  or  its  calm. 
You  never  can  tell  when  you  do  an  act, 

Just  what  the  result  will  be; 
But  with  every  deed  you  are  sowing  a  seed, 

Though  its  harvest  you  may  not  see- 
Each  kindly  act  is  an  acorn  dropped 

In  God's  productive  soil; 
Though  you  may  not  know,  yet  the  tree  shall  grov. 

And  shelter  the  brows  that  toil. 
You  never  can  tell  what  your  thoughts  will  do 

In  bringing  you  hate  or  love; 
For  thoughts  are  things,  and  their  airy  wings 

Are  swifter  than  carrier  doves. 
They  follow  the  law  of  the  universe- 
Each  thing  must  create  its  kind; 
And  they  speed  o'er  the  track  to  bring  you  back 
Whatever  went  out  from  your  mind. 

-Ella  Wheeler  Wikox 


NOTES  FROM  THE  CHICAGO  MISSION. 


BY  LIZZIE  HOWE. 


Thanksgiving  of  1896  is  one  that  will  be  long  re- 
membered by  our  boys  and  girls.     It  was  a  day  of 
real  feasting.-not  only  physically,  but  spiritually. 
At  the  children's  meeting  in  the  morniug  each  boy 
and  girl  that  can  read  was  given  a  small  Bible  by 
the  mission.     All  received  cards.     Some  wanted  to 
know  whether  the  Bibles  were  really  their  own,  to 
take  home  and  keep.     Being  assured  of  this,  they 
were   most   happy.     Now   all  having  Bibles  carry 
them  along  to  Sunday  school.     We  read  the  lesson 
over  from  the  Bible  before  the  regular  class  recita- 
tion.    While  helps  are  good  in  the  preparation  of 
the  lesson,  the  Bible  alone  should  be  used  in  teach- 
ing and  reciting.    How  beautiful  to  see  the  Bible 
carried!    A  Bible  student  recently  said,  "Always 
carry  the  Bible  under  your  arm  where  it  may  be 
seen,  and  if  you  have  to  walk  five  miles,  you  will 
preach   a   sermon   five  miles    long."     Bro.    ].    H. 
Moore,  of  Mt.  Morris,  added  to  the   spiritual  feast 
by  giving  us  a  Thanksgiving  sermon.    Whil 
read  Ps.  100  many  Bibles  over  the  room  were  open. 
One   boy,  a  Jew,  says  he  keeps  his  Bible  at  the 
home  of  one  of  his  associates.     He  says,  "  1  have 
read  a  great  deal  in  it,  but  I   do  not  risk  taking  it 
home  yet.     My  mother  would  not  object  so   much, 
but  if  one  of  my  aunties  should  see  it  lying  around, 
she  would  burn  it."     Paul  says,  "  And  they  also,  if 
they  abide  not  still  in  unbelief,  shall  be  grafted  in 
for  God  is  able  to  graft  them  in  again." 

Just  as  we  were  about  to  set  down  to  dinner 
Thanksgiving,  the  expressman  arrived  with  a  b 
of  provisions  for  the  poor  children  of  the  Chicago 
Mission.     Proceeding  with  our  dinner,  we  then  ex 
tended   our  table  and  soon  had  it  laden  with  th_ 
good  things  sent  by  the  kind  sisters  of  Bremen,  Ind. 
Will  they  not  please  give  us  their  names  that  we 
may  thank  them  for  the  same?     Although  it  rained 
most  of  the  afternoon,  one  of  our  boys  went  from 
house  to  house  to  invite  a  number  of  poor  familiei 
to  dine  at  our  home.     All  accepted  the  invitation 
We  had  "meals  at  all  hours  "  that  afternoon.     Ov 
er  forty  children  and  older  ones  satisfied  their  ap 
petites,  besides  we  sent  out  well-filled  baskets  and 
boxes     to    several    homes.     First    extending     our 
thanks  to  the  Giver  of  all,  we  tendered  a  vote  of 


thanks  to  the  kind  hearts  and  hands  who  provided 
so  generously  for  the  day.  Those  of  us  who  nave 
never  suffered  the  pangs  of  real  hunger  cannot  im- 
agine what  it  is  to  sit  down  to  a  table  well  filled 
with  good  bread  and  butter,  roast  chicken  in  abun- 
dance, cakes,  pies,  and  even  more  good  things. 
Solomon  says,  "The  liberal  soul  shall  be  made 
fat."  May  the  good  people  of  Bremen,  Ind.,  that 
blessed  others,  be  made  rich  in  blessings  from  the 
Lord!  t 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  having  Bro.  Jos.  Lahman 
and  wife,  of  Mt.  Morris,  with  us  over  Sunday. 
They  are  on  their  way  to  Florida. 

We  will  have  our  Christmas  exercises  for  the 
children  on  Christmas  eve.  At  this  time  our  chil- 
dren will  be  treated  to  some  nuts  sent  by  three  lit- 
tle boys  of  Jones,  Mich. 

One  of  our  boys  is  doing  some  work  for  an  over- 
coat muffler,  and  shoes  given  him.  This  boy  will 
make  a  useful  man  if  he  continues  to  be  industrious 
and  to  grow  spiritually.  He  has  already  given  his 
heart  to  Jesus.  Let  us  feed  the  lambs  and  pray  for 
them!  #  *  * 

"  The  young  lions  do  lack  and  suffer  hunger." 
We  find  many  "young  lions"  in  our  contact  with 
humanity.  One  woman  said,  a  few  days  ago:  "  1 
was  once  a  Christian,  and  since  I  have  forgotten 
God,  1  have  had  much  want  and  suffering.  I  want 
to  live  a  better  life."  During  her  recent  sickness 
we  have  had  several  seasons  of  worship  with  her. 

The  brethren  and  sisters  of  the  Pleasant  Valley 
district  of  Northern  Indiana  and  Southern  Michigan, 
have  recently  sent  a  large  donation  for  the  Lord's 
work  here.  Among  the  contents  were  several 
pair  of  good  shoes,— a  much  needed  article  among 
the  poor  in  the  winter  season.  "He  that  hath  pity 
upon  the  poor  lendeth  unto  the  Lord;  and^  that 
which  he  hath  given,  will  he  repay  him  again." 


church.  The  first  period  was  filled  by  one  of  the 
home  ministers,  in  talking  to  the  children  from  the 
map,  taking  for  his  theme  the  narrow  and  broad 
way. 

The  next  period  was  occupied  by  Eld.  J,  Kurtz 
Miller.  His  theme  was,  "  The  Bible."  He  used 
the  letters  as  texts:  "  B  "  stands  for  beautiful  book; 
"I"  interesting  book;  "  B,"  blessed  book;  "  L," 
life-giving  book;  "  E,"  eternal  book.  He  drew 
many  beautiful  lessons  from  each  heading,  which 
was  listened  to  with  marked  attention  by  the  large 
audience. 

The  next  period  was  filled  by  Eld.  Wm.  A.  Gaunt, 
of  Somerset  County,  taking  for  his  theme,  "The 
Boyhood  Days  of  Christ,"  or,  in  other  words, 
"  Christ  while  upon  the  earth." 

While  Bro.  Gaunt  talked  to  the  little  ones  in  his 
mild  way,  their  little  eyes  sparkled  as  he  asked 
them  question  after  question.  To  the  great  sur- 
prise and  delight  of  all  they  were  able  to  answer 
nearly  all  of  them  intelligently. 

The  last  period  was  occupied  by  Bro.  C.  H.  Bals- 
baugh,  of  Dauphin  County.  His  theme  was,  "The 
Great  Responsibility  of  Parents  and  Teachers  in 
the  Rearing  and  Culture  of  the  Children." 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  we  were  richly 
fed,  and  felt  as  though  we  were  "  sitting  together 
in  heavenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,"  while  our  dear 
brother,  with  all  his  soul,  body  and  spirit,  was  ad- 
dressing us.  Our  meeting  reminded  me  of  the  mar- 
riage at  Cana  of  Galilee,— while  the  wine  was  all 
good,  we  were  rather  inclined  to  think  that  the  best 
was  reserved  for  the  last. 

Eld.  John  Lehner  then  gave  a  few  words  of  en- 
couragement, after  which  he  closed  with  prayer. 
Much  credit  for  the  success  of  the  meeting  is  due 
the  worthy  Superintendent  for  the  systematic  way 
in  which  he  had  everything  arranged.  Thus  we  en- 
joyed the  second  but,  we  trust,  not  the  last  "  Chil- 
dren's Day,"  at  Brown's  Mill. 


One  of  the  most  touching  incidents  we  have  yet 
met  occurred  only  a  few  days  ago.  A  mother 
called  at  our  home.  They  had  nothing  at  home  to 
eat,  and  as  she  told  of  the  children  crying  for 
bread,  she  herself  wept.  We  had  known  of  the 
family,  hence  investigation  was  not  necessary.  We 
gave  her  a  basket  of  provisions,  and  money  to  buy 
flour  to  bake  bread.  Her  husband  is  out  of  work. 
He  has  since  her  call,  been  doing  some  little  work 
for  us,  and  thus  earning  at  different  times  a  nickel 
or  dime  to  buy  milk  for  the  children,  and  bread. 
We  often  wish  we  could  supply  work  for  more  who 
are  in  real  need  and  so  anxious  for  work.  May  we 
have  the  prayers  of  God's  people  continually! 
660  S.  Ashland  Ave.,  Chicago,  III. 

CHILDREN'S  DAY. 

BY  W.  A.  ANTHONY. 


Nov.  14  was  looked  forward  to  with  eager  desire 
by  many  as  the  day  set  apart  by  the  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Brown's  Mill  Sunday  school,   Bro.   Ab- 
ner  Brindle,  as  Children's  Day.     As  Bro.  Brindle 
never  is  in  the  habit  of  doing  things  by  halves,  he 
went  to  work  and  made  out  a  programme  for  the 
day,  which  was  carried  out   with    precision    (and, 
„_o.ng  from  expressions  of  many)   to  the  edifica- 
tion of  all  present.     In  the  morning  we  were  per- 
mitted to  sit  under  the  sound  of  Eld.  W.  A.  Gaunt's 
voice,  as  he  feelingly  and  impressively  expounded 
to     us    the    Word    of    Truth,    based    upon    John 
14:   1,  2,  after  which  we  were  dismissed,  and,  as 
most  of  us  had  our  dinners  along,  we   ate  at  the 
church,  and  at  1 :  30  we  met  again  for  the  services 
of  the  afternoon.     Eld.  Geo.  Hege  read  Ps.   I,  and 
with  a  short  exhortation  invoked  God's  blessings 
on  the  meeling  of  the  afternoon.     A  large  drawing, 
representing  the  world,  the  broad  and  narrow  way, 
heaven,  hell,  and  the  Bible,  was  suspended  in  the 


THE  WITHERED  BOUQH. 

Character  is  not  a  thing  which  is  easily  con- 
cealed. Our  thoughts  and  secret  aims  write  a 
record  on  our  faces.  Our  habits  and  our  manner 
of  dress  indicate  unseen  traits  of  mind  or  heart. 
The  following  incident  illustrates  the  importance 
rhich  one  woman  laid  upon  the  latter  form  of  char- 
acter-reading. 

A  woman  of  great  benevolence  and  large  wealth 
established  a  training-school  for  poor  g'rls.  The 
number  of  girls  was  limited,  but  they  were  main- 
tained by  her  during  the  years  in  which  they  were 
given  a  good  common  school  education,  and  fitted 
to  earn  their  living  as  clerks,  shopwomen,  seam- 
stresses or  milliners. 

It  was  suggested  to  this  lady  that  she  should  se- 
cure the  services  of  a  highly-educated  young  wom- 
an, whose  name  was  given,  as  superintendent, 
majority  of  the  trustees  of  the  new  institute  were 
eager  in  pressing  her  claims.  She  had,  they  said, 
tact,  knowledge,  winning  manners,  and  wide  expe- 
rience in  the  training  of  girls. 

The  lady  who  founded  the  school  was  delighte 
at  finding  a  "  mother  "  for  her  girls  so  easily,  and 
requested  the  teacher  to  call  upon  her.     After 
brief  visit  was  made,  she  declined  positively  to  ot- 
ter her  the  position.     She,  nevertheless,  acknow^ 
edged  the   young    woman    to    be    attractive    an 
charming,  and,  so  far  as  she  knew,  fully  qualified 
guide  her  pupils  both  in  mind  and  morals. 

The  applicant,  bitterly  disappointed,  returned 
her  former  position.  , 

Years  afterward,  a  friend  asked  the  '°unde'  °. 
I  the  school  the  reason  for  her  sudden  and  appar 
ly  arbitrary  decision.  , 

was  a  trifle,"  she  said,  "  but  a  trifle  in  wh.cn. 
as  in  an  Egyptian  hieroglyphic,  lay  a  vol"™'sed 
meaning.  The  young  woman  came  to  me 
far  beyond  her  means.  And  not  only  that,  6m  ^ 
strove  by  several  little  acts  to  call  my  atten  1  ^ 
her  dress.  Such  an  example  placed  betor  ^ 
young  girls  could  not  have  proved  help 
them." 
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BY    W.    B.    STOVER. 

We  are  credibly  informed  that  in  South  India 
the  "  Salvation  Army  "  occasionally  engages  in  the 
ceremony  of  washing  one  another's  feet. 

Bro.  D.  L.  Miller's  article  on  Benares  and  Idol- 
atry was,  in  part,  copied  with  favorable  remarks  by 
the  Bombay  Guardian.  The  Sentinel,  for  October, 
published  in  London,  also  devotes  a  column  to  the 
same  article. 

The  Moravian  church  numbers  about  13,000 
souls,  but  they  have  17  mission  fields,  303  mission- 
aries, 215  mission  schools,  with  283  teachers  and 
1,700  pupils,  and  more  converts  from  heathenism 
than  the  whole  home  membership. 


We  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  to  conduct  the 
final  examinations  of  the  high  school  at  Bulsar,  re- 
cently. This  is  a  private  institution  at  present,  but 
we  could,  in  all  probability,  get  full  control  of  it. 
We  would  need  to  take  it  in  full  charge,  and  put  a 
good  brother  at  the  head  of  it.  About  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  boys,  at  present,  are  in  attendance. 
The  government  aids  when  a  society  takes  up 
school  work,  and  grants  an  average  of  ten  rupees 
per  head  per  annum. 

"  We  do  not  keep  beer  in  stock.  Have  sent  you 
porter."  A  young  man  brought  us  a  note  the  oth- 
er day,  bearing  those  words.  He  came  from  the 
shopkeeper,  and  we  sent  him  back  in  a  hurry. 
"  Can  change  your  bill  as  you  requested,  this  morn- 
ing." These  words  were  received  about  the  same 
time,  written  on  a  little  piece  of  paper,  by  a  Catho- 
lic family  living  in  Bulsar,  upon  whom  a  priest 
from  Bombay  had  just  called.  They  sent  the  man 
and  the  note  back,  desiring  an  explanation.  It  was 
all  clear,  very  clear,  when  we  learned  that  just  two 
notes  were  sent  out  by  the  shopkeeper  at  that  hour, 
and  they  had  gotten  mixed! 

Dharampore  is  a  little  native  state  a  short  dis- 
tance east  of  us.  The  rajah's  secretary  of  state,  hav- 
ing occasion  to  be  in  Bulsar  for  some  time,  heard 
°f  us  and  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should  call  on 
n™;  I  did  so,  and  he  afterwards  called  on  us. 
While  here  he  expressed  his  desire  for  a  Gujerati 
Testament,  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  delivering 
°ne  of  the  same  to  "his  highness."  Although  this 
jf  but  a  petty  state,  and  its  officers  and  people  of 
"tie  account  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  let  us  hope 
"at  the  reading  of  this  Bible  may  be  effectual  to 
ne  establishing  of  the  law  of  righteousness  in  the 

arts  of  'he  people  of  the  little  kingdom. 

Professor  Sheldon  has  evolved,  by  a  new  method, 
a  meaning  for  baptize  The  Chronicle  gives  the 
^ethod  thus:  "  Baptizo  is  a  frequentative  form  of 
,/'",'  to  dip,  and  consequently  indicates  repeated 

PP'ng.     But  repeated  dipping  necessarily  causec 

flashing  by  which  somebody  or  something  i 
Pretty  sure  tQ  get  sprink,ed  Therefore,  '  sprin 
pe  is  properly  the  meaning  of  the  word."  So 
lu,  Sheld°n-  The  Chronicle  adds,  "  Here  is  an  il- 
■  ration  of  'he  subterfuge  that  has  to  be  adopted 
u  0rder  to  make  a  Scriptural  word  tally  with  an 
.^"■ptural  practice."  True,  but  we  wonder  what 
„SU  terfuge"  the  editor  of  the  Chronicle  would 
adoPt  in  order  to  make  the  Scriptural  word,"  the 
alrequentative^/ft20,"  "tally  with   an  unscriptur- 

P'actice  "  such  as  single  backward  immersionl 


It  seems  a  time  of  great  scarcity  is  co, 
India.     Bread  has  gone  up  from  14  to  10  loaves   for 
one  rupee,  and  servants'  bread  from  48  to  32  for 
one    rupee,     being    more     than   was    ever    before 
charged  ,„  Indla,     D^  p0Qr  peopIe  ^ 

bahib,  what  is  to  become  of  us?  "  It  has  oft  been 
itafc"  "  bUtagai"  We  mUStSay'  ',/W 

A.  J.  McLean  in  October  Baptist  Chronicle,  speak- 
ing of  a  visit  to  some  Scottish  Baptist  churches, 
says  among  other  things  of  interest:  "  It  pleased  us 
very  much  to  be  present  at  the  love  feast  and  the 
afternoon  Communion,  when  about  450  members 
united  around  the  Lord's  Table  at  the  same  strict 
Baptist  church.  The  love  feast  followed  immediate- 
ly upon  the  morning,  or,  as  they  call  it  here,  the  fore- 
noon service,  and  consisted  of  a  cup  of  tea  or  coffee 
some  bread  and  butter,  and  a  slice  of  cake.  At  the 
Lord  s  Supper  the  bread  is  passed  from  hand  to 
hand,  each  breaking  off  a  piece,  without  having  it  on 
a  plate.  This  might  strike  one  of  the  finical  ob- 
servers of  propriety  as  somewhat  indecorous  but 
to  us  it  seemed  more  in  harmony  with  Oriental 
custom  and  what  probably  the  disciples  of  our  Lord 
themselves  did  on  that  memorable  occasion  " 

Oct.  jo. 


TID1NQS  FROM  JERUSALEM. 


In: 


mt  private  letter  from  the  eminent  Jew- 
ish Missionary  at  Jerusalem  A.  Ben  Oliel  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  that  his  labors  of  self-sacrifice  are 
meeting  with  success.  He  kindly  enclosed  an  ar- 
ticle written  for  and  published  in  Refortnei  Wit- 
ness, from  which  we  take  the  liberty  of  making  the 
following  extracts: 

"My  recent  visit  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
United  States,  soon  to  be  reunited,  I  hope  and 
pray,  for  the  incalculable  good,  temporal  and  spir- 
itual, of  the  whole  human  race,  has  left  no  doubt  on 
my  mind  that  whatever  relates  to  the  holy  city  and 
land— the  land  which  gave  to  the  world  patriarchs 
and  prophets,  apostles  and  martyrs  -'  Emmanuel's 
land; '  and  the  city  of  our  redemption,  where  the 
Lord  of  glory  taught  the  Gospel  of  salvation  and, 
by  His  sufferings  and  expiatory  death,  opened  the 
gates  of  heaven  to  all  believers,— in  a  word,  the 
Land  of  the  Oracles  Divine,— does  awaken  the  deep- 
est interest  in  all  lovers  of  the  Bible  and  student* 
of  prophecy.  And  what  I  did  during  my  wander- 
ings, viva  voce,  to  foster  and  satisfy  that  legitimate, 
laudable  interest,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  do  also 
with  the  pen,  in  order  to  strengthen  and  confirm 
the  faith  of  believers  in  the  inspiration  and  perfect 
reliability  of  the  Word  of  God  in  all  its  predictions, 
past,  present  and  future. 

"The  constantly-increasing  number  of  pilgrims 
and  travelers  from  distant  lands,  the  United  States 
of  America  contributing  a  growing  quoto,  is  abun- 
dant evidence  and  illustration  of  the  pleasure  which 
all  believers  take  in  the  very  stones  of  this  city  and 
land,— in  the  many  places  and  spots  sacred  to 
memory  in  Biblical  history,  and  specially  in  those 
which,  like  sign-pillars,  point  to  coming — I  should 
say  to  rapidly-approaching— events  of  thrilling  pro- 
phetic significance. 

"The  land  is  still,  alas!  'trodden  down  of  the 
Gentles,'  barren  and  desolate  in  more  senses  than 
one;  still  under  the  curse;  but  there  are  several  in- 
dications of  improvement  and  amelioration. 

"  The  return  of  the  latter  rains  in  regularity  and 
copiousness;  the  recent  discovery,  which  I 
nessed  with  my  own  eyes,  that  fields  overlaid  by 
sun-burnt  rocks  have  a  rich  soil  beneath,  needing 
only  that  the  rocky  slabs  be  dug  off  and  piled 
aside;  the  success  of  the  several  Jewish  agricultural 
colonies;  the  willingness  of  greater  numbers  of 
Jews  to  take  to  field  work;  and  the  example  of  Ger- 
man and  other  European  agriculturists,  with  their 
improved  instruments  and  more  scientific  methods, 
increased  and  increasing  population,  and  the  en- 
hanced prices  of  the  products,  all  combine  to  fore- 
shadow better  times  at  hand. 

"  Replant  the  high  lands  with  forests  as  they  were 
of  yore,  of  which  '  Kirjath-Jearim  ' — 'the  city 
(in  the  midst)   of  forests,' — is  witness,  and  as  the 


French  have  done  successfully  in  Algeria,  then  tap 
the  Jordan  at  different  points  of  its  decline  to  the 
Dead  Sea,-the  Salt  Sea,  is  its  Scripture  name-so 
as  to  irrigate  the  plains  and  valleys,  as  God  mani- 
festly intended,  and  in  a  few  years  the  land  will 
again  be  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

"  The  valley  of  the  Jordan  and  the  Dead  Sea  is 
evidently  intended  to  serve  as  a  hot-house  for  ihe 
growth  of  fruits,  flowers  and  vegetables  out  of  sea- 
son for  the  markets  of  Paris,  London.  New  York, 
etc.,  giving  occupation  to  thousands  of  hands.  The 
wool  and  hair  of  its  sheep  and  goats  should  be  man- 
ufactured in  Palestine  itself;  and  the  ladies  of 
Christendom,  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic,  will  pride 
themselves  on  wearing  dresses,  mantles,  shawls, 
etc.,  of  holy  land  produce. 

"The  people— God's  ancient,  chosen  people— to 
whom  the  land  was  given  in  the  person  of  Abra- 
ham, His  friend,  for  'an  everlasting  possession,' 
forfeited  temporarily  because  of  transgression,  diso- 
bedience and  unbelief,  will  assuredly  return  to  it 
again.     '  He  that  scattered  Israel  will  gather  him.' 

"  The  one  is  as  certain  as  the  other  is  an  historical 
fact;  and  the  last  ten  years  have  been  a  striking 
commencement  of  their  return  to  the  land  set  apart 
for  them.  Ten  years  ago  there  were  barely  20000 
Jews  in  all  Palestine.  Now  there  are  at  least  100  000, 
and  some  assert  over  120,000.  The  8,000  in  Jerusa- 
lem of  1885  are  now  over  40000;  and  a  Government 
official,  who  ought  to  know,  insists  that  60,000  is 
nearer  the  true  estimate. 

"  During  four  or  five  years,  1888-93,  they  arrived 
in  shiploads,  mostly  from  Russia,  driven  away  by 
persecution,  till  strict  orders  arrived  that  no  more 
Jews  were  to  be  allowed  to  land  in  Palestine. 
Shortly  after  another  stringent  order  interdicted  all 
or  transfers  of  landed  property  to  Jews,  even 
from  one  Jew  to  another.  While  I  was  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  news  of  the  abrogation  or 
modification  of  those  edicts  reached  me,  and  I  was 
glad,  for  I  knew  that  large  numbers  were  longing 
to  come  to  the  fatherland;  but  on  my  return  I 
found  those  interdicts  still- in  force.  Wealthy  fami- 
lies, specially  those  from  the  other  provinces  of 
Turkey,  contrive  to  get  in,  but  at  a  heavy  cost; 
while  the  acquisition  of  land  is  practically  impossi- 

"  To  all  appearance,  the  Eastern  horizon  is  sur- 
charged with  ominous  signs  of  coming  changes,  in 
quarter  of  the  globe,  if  not  in  others,  or  in  all. 
"  The  English  in  Egypt;  the  desire  of  all  orthodox 
Jews  to  return  to  the  land  of  the  Bible;  Armenian 
atrocities;  and  the  like,  all  prognosticate  storms  at 
hand. 

"  How  far  Jerusalem  is  now  practically  a  Jewish 
city  is  strikingly  visible  on  Jewish  Sabbaths  and 
holidays,  for  then  almost  all  shops  are  closed,  busi- 
ness is  at  a  stand-still,  and  the  streets  seem  de- 
serted by  all  but  loungers  or  groups  of  men  and 
n  cleanly  attire  on  visiting  rounds. 
on  those  days  that  my  study  is  more  num- 
erously frequented  by  those  who  desire  to  hear  what 
I  have  to  say  of  the  Messiahship  of  the  Jesus,  and 
the  credentials  of  our  most  holy  faith;  when  not  un- 
frequently  it  gets  full  with  attentive  listeners  to  the 
message  of  redeeming  love.  They  come  of  their 
own  free  will,  attracted  by  the  facility  of  conversing 
in  their  domestic  tongue, — Judeo-Spanish, — hearing 
their  beloved  Scriptures  quoted  and  discussed  in 
the  original  Hebrew,  to  say  nothing  of  familiarity 
— ith  Rabbinic  literature  and  dogma. 

"  Then  the  language  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  is 
rapidly  becoming  again  a  living  tongue  in  Jerusa- 
lem and  the  Holy  Land.     Conclusive  proof  of  it  is 
that  the  only  newspapers  published  in  Jerusalem, 
and  in  all  Palestine  are  two  weeklies,  and  both  are 
in    Hebrew.     A  juvenile   monthly   was   started    in 
1893,  and  it  also  was  in   Hebrew.     So  the  children 
also  read  in  the  sacred  tongue!     There  are  Jewish 
trial   institutions    and   households    in     which 
is  spoken  indoors,    Therefore, 
sionary  to  the  Jews,  at   least  in 
naster  of  Hebrew,  or  he  can  ex- 
10  influence  among  them,  and  is  at  a  great 
;ntage   as   compared   with   their   Rabbis,  so 
in  this  city." 
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Long 


During  the  late  series  of  meetings  at  Wooster, 
Ohio,  there  were  five  accessions. 

Until  further  notice  Bro.  S.  M.  Eby,  of  Center- 
view,  Mo„  should  be  addressed  at  Rockledge,  Fla. 

Bro.  Edward  Loomis  is  to  represent  the  North- 
eastern District  of  Ohio  on  the  Standing  Commit 


December  6,  Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker  closed  a 
series  of  meetings  at  Milford,  Ind.,  with  six  acces- 
sions. 


During  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Bachelor  Run 
church,  Ind.,  eight  made  the  good  confession  and 
were  baptized. 

Bro.  Isaiah  Rairigh,  of  Michigan,  who  is  on  a 
preaching  tour  in  Ohio,  is  now  holding  a  series  of 
meetings  at  Covington. 

All  Sunday  school  workers  sending  in  their  ad- 
dress, will  receive,  free,  sample  pages  of  the  Chris- 
tian Lesson  Commentary  for  1897. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  Bro.  Tobias  S.  Fike  leaves 
Milledgeville,  111.  He  should  now  be  addressed  at 
Eglon,  Preston  Co.,  W.  Va. 

The  Brethren  at  Spring  Run  church,  Pa.,  had  in- 
tended to  commence  a  series  of  meetings  Jan.  9, 
but  have  changed  the  time  to  Dec.  25. 

The  series  of  meetings  in  the  Sangerville,  Vl  , 
church,  conducted  by  Bro.  H.  C.  Early,  closed  with 
seven  baptized,  and  one  restored  to  fellowship. 

The  members  of  the  Germantown  church,  Va 
were  much  refreshed  by  a  recent  series  of  meeting! 
Nine  were  added  to  their  number  by  confession  and 
baptism.  

How  many  of  our  readers  are  going  to  send  thi 
Messenger    free   to  some  one  they  desire  to  see 
converted?     There  is  probably  no  better  way  to 
vest  a  dollar.  

We  must  again  request  our  contributors  not  to 
mix  up  death  notices  with  church  news.  Each 
should  be  kept  separate,  and  written  on  separate 
sheets  of  paper.     

Brethren,  do  not  neglect  to  have  the  Messen- 
ger sent  to  all  the  poor  members  who  are  not  able 
to  pay  for  it.  Each  congregation  should  take 
this  matter  in  hand. 


Bro  C.  P.  Rowland  closed  his  meetings  in  the 
West  Branch  church  last  week,  with  the  number  ot 
accessions  already  mentioned.  He  went  from  there 
to  the  Wisconsin  mission  field. 

The  Brethren  at  Plattsburg,  Mo.,  have  arranged 
for  a  Bible  Normal  to  commence  Dec.  28.  to  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  S.  Z.  Sharp.  Bro  D.  L.  Miller 
is  also  expected  to  deliver  a  series  of  Bible  talks. 

There  is  to  be  a  love  feast  in  the  Keuka  church, 
Fla  Jan  2,  commencing  at  21 30  P.  M.  The  feast 
will  be  held  in  the  Pine  Grove  house,  two  miles 
north  of  Hawthorn,  and  twelve  miles  northwest  of 

Keuka. 

Bro.  E.  W.  Stoner   writes   that  Bro.   D 
commenced   a   series   of    meetings    in    the     Union 
Bridge  church,  Md„  the  5th,  and  that  Orville  Long 
closed  his  meetings  at  Beaver  Dam,  Nov.  29,  with 

six  accessions. ^ 

It  is  certainly  not  consistent  for  us  to  preach 
loud  and  long  about  taking  care  of  our  poor  and 
then  neglect  to  do  it.  There  are  localities  where 
this  duty  is  being  neglected.    We  should  practice 

what  we  preach. 

Bro  W.  R.  Deeter  is  engaged  in  a  protracted 
meeting  in  the  West  house  of  the  Eel  River  church, 
Ind  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenberger  has  just  closed  a 
meeting  in  the  East  house,  with  six  baptized  and 
one  restored  to  fellowship. 

It  would  save  us  very  much  trouble  if  those 
writing  this  office  would  always  give  their  .address 
plainly  written  on  each  and  every  communication. 
It  makes  no  difference  how  well  you  think  we 
know  you,  never  omit  your  address. 

Bro.  I.  Bennett  Trout  continues  his  meetings 
in  the  Chapel  at  the  Mount.  The  spirit  of  the 
meetings  is  excellent,  and  the  congregations  un- 
usually large.  Seven  have  been  baptized,  and 
many  others  seem  deeply  impressed. 

Bro.  Fercken '3  "Orphanage  Notes"  reached  us 
too  late  for  the  missionary  page,  so  we  make  room 
for  the  communication  among  the  essays.  It  will 
be  read  with  unusual  interest.  Hundreds  will  re- 
joice  on   learning  that   the   Orphanage   starts  out 

well.  .  f J 

While  the  public  eye  is  on  Canton,  Ohio,  the 
home  of  our  newly-elected  President,  the  Brethren 
in  the  vicinity  are  by  no  means  neglecting  the 
Lord's  work.  They  have  just  closed  a  series  of 
meetings  with  fourteen  accessions,— eleven  by  bap- 
tism and  three  reclaimed. 


A  number  of  our  Sunday  schools  have  refused  to 
go  into  winter  quarters  this  season,  and  we  feel  as- 
sured that  they  will  profit  by  it.  It  pays  to  be  a  Bi- 
ble student  the  year  round. 


Bro.  D.  B.  Gibson  writes  us  that,  on  account  of 
scarlet  fever  in  the  neighborhood,  he  had  to  close 
his  meetings  at  Gravelton,  Ind.,  sooner  than  was 
expected.  There  were  four  accessions.  He  was 
at  Nappanee  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  and  reports 
513  56  raised  for  foreign  missionary  work. 

It  is  thought  that  there  were  eight  hundred  peo- 
ple present  a  few  days  ago,  when  baptism  was  ad- 
ministered to  thirty-two  persons  who  had  applied 
for  membership  in  the  Welsh  Run  church,  Franklin 
Co.,  Pa.,  during  a  series  of  meetings  held  by  Bro. 
Silas  Hoover.  The  meeting  closed  with  two  other 
applicants. 

Bro.  John  Rupley,  of  Warsaw,  Ind.,  writes  us 
that,  in  that  city  of  eleven  thousand  people,  there 
about  twenty  members,  and  but  two  sermons 
have  been  preached  there  by  the  Brethren  during 
the  last  two  years.  He  urges  some  of  our  earnest 
workers  to  give  the  struggling  cause  in  the  city 
more  attention.      

Bro.  J.  R.  Leatherman,  of  Woodley,  Fla.,  writes 
that  brethren  S.  M.  Eby  and  I.  W.  Leatherman,  of 
Johnson  County,  Missouri,  are  expected  there  soon. 
He  says  that  Dec.  3  mercury  fell  to  forty-five  de- 
grees above  zero,  the  coldest  that  he  has  ever  seen 
n  the  State,— not  cold  enough  for  frost.  If 
such  delightful  weather  will  only  warm  up  and  in- 
vigorate the  souls  of  the  Christians  of  the  South, 
what  a  power  for  good  they  will  be! 


If  affords  us  pleasure  to  learn  that  the  doctrinal 
issue  was  so  well  received,  and  that  it  is  doing 
good.  Sometime  in  the  future,  we  hope  to  get  out 
another,  still  better,  if  possible.  Our  constant  aim 
is  to  improve  on  our  work  as  the  years  go  by. 

Bro.  Dorsey  Hodgden  writes  us  that  he  has 
just  closed  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Mexico 
church,  Ind.,  at  the  Courter  house  with  eleven 
baptized  and  one  applicant.  His  next  meeting 
will  be  at  Roann,  to  commence  about  Christmas. 

We  are  now  filling  orders  for  the  Quarterlies  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1897.  With  one  exception  all 
the  lessons  are  taken  from  the  Acts.  Every  school 
ought  to  commence  with  the  beginning  of  these  ex- 
cellent lessons,  and  continue  the  course  of  study 
during  the  year.  We  have  not  had  such  an  impor- 
tant series  of  lessons  in  a  long  while. 

Our  people  in  their  church  services  and  Sunday 
school  and  other  exercises  on  Christmas,  want 
to  be  careful  that  they  do  nothing  unbecom- 
ing devout  Christians.  We  cannot  well  be  too 
guarded  about  things  of  this  character.  We  do 
not  know  that  the  day  is  any  more  sacred  than 
any  other  day,  and  yet  we  do  not  want  to  put  it  to 
an  improper  use.  Whatever  is  done,  let  it  be  to 
the  glory  and  honor  of  God. 

EDITORIAL  QLEANINQS  IN  THE  ORIENT. 
Number  Thirty-nine. 

Singapore  is  located  on  an  island  of  the  same 
name,  lying  at  the  Southern  extremity  of  the  Ma- 
lay Peninsula.  The  island  is  twenty-seven  miles 
long  and  fourteen  broad.  The  population  may  be 
set  down,  in  round  numbers,  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand;  about  two-thirds  of  these  are 
Chinese.  John,  with  his  long  pigtail  and  patient, 
mduring  face,  has  forced  himself  into  all  lines 
of  trade,  and  monopolizes  the  business  of  the  is- 
land.  You  will  find  him  everywhere.  At  the  banV 
he  calculated  our  exchange  on  the  wooden  but- 
tons of  his  peculiar  counting-board,  and  paid  us  in 
the  silver  dollars  of  the  Straits.  In  all  the  stores 
and  shops  he  greets  you  in  terms  polite  as  to  your 
wants.  He  has  learned  sufficient  English  for  the 
purpose  of  trade,  and  if  you  will  note  the  fact  that 
he  drops  the  "  r  "  and  replaces  it  with  an  "1, "  y°u 
will  soon  be  able  to  converse  with  him.  He  is,  so 
far  as  trading  qualities  are  concerned,  the  Jew  of 
the  Orient.  . 

A  drive  of  half  an  hour  in  a  gharrv,  the  Oriental 
name  for  a  carriage,  behind  a  swift  pair  of  Pegu 
ponies,  over  a  fine  driveway,  made  of  the  red  soi 
of  the  island,  brought  us  to  the  Botanical  Gardens, 
noted  for  the  richness  of  their  floral  wealth.    On 
the  way  we  passed  many  curious  houses  built,  no 
on  the  ground,  but  over  the  water.     Here  live  t  e 
fishermen,  to  the  manor  born,  who  approach  t  lei 
houses  in  their  little  fishing-boats,   and  reach 
doors  by   means   of  steps   and  ladders.     Piles  ar^ 
driven  into  the  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  & 
on  these,  above  the  reach  of  high  tide,  the  dump- 
ings  are   constructed.    These   are,    for    the    mo 
part,  built  of  palm  leaves,  the  roofing  being  0 
same  material.    They  present  but  a  temporar) r  ap^ 
pearance  on  their  stilt-like  foundations.    An  0  ^ 
nary  western  breeze,   so   common   on    our 
prairies,  would  soon  distribute  the  palm-leaf     0 
es   over  the   sea.     But   in  this    favored    spot 
storms  never  come,  and  the  Malay  fisherman  dw 
in  safety  in  his  palm-covered  hut.  _ 

In  the  Botanical   Gardens  one  never  tires 
dering  beneath  the  shade  of  the  spreading  P 
and   a  hundred   other    rare    and    beautl£ulofusi0„, 
There   are   flowers   and   fruits   in   great  pr°        & 
singular    in    appearance    and    stranger  ^.^ 

Some  of  the  fruit  is  luscious  and  palata  e,^  ^ 
others  are  of  such  peculiar  smell  and  tas 1  ■  ^ 
it  requires  a  long  and  patient  training  °  ^ 
eat  them  with  any  degree  ot  relish,    Here 
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names  of  some  of  the  fruits  com 
Custard,  apples,  pineapples,  sour-sop,  lime;. 
anges,  mangos,  plantains,  mangosteens,  dur'ians 
dukus,  tampangs  and  a  half  score  more,  strange  0 
name  and  indescribable  as  to  taste. 

Conspicuous  among  the  trees 
Palm,"  growing  gracefully  in  th 
mense  wide-spread  fan.  It  grows  out  from  a  cen- 
ter filled  with  sweet  water,  forming  a  huge  repre- 
sentation of  our  common  palm-leaf  fan,  a  score  of 
feet  in  diameter,  with  the  trunk  of  the  tree  for  a 
handle.  One  can  imagine  that  if  ever  used  as  a 
fan  there  must  have  been  giants  in  the  land  in 
those  days. 

A  drive  through  the  busy  streets  of  the  city  re- 
veals the  usual  type  of  an  eastern  town.  The  Eu- 
ropean quarter,  the  hotels,  the  banks,  the  bunga- 
lows of  the  wealthy  natives,  and  the  huts  of  the 
poor,  are  to  be  seen  as  an  evidence  that  wealth 
has  its  power  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  But  far 
more  interesting  to  us  than  the  gardens  and  the 
busy  streets  of  the  city,  is  a  study  of  the  people 
themselves.  At  the  wharf,  where  our  ship  is 
moored,  one  may  study  types  and  character  by 
the  hour.  Here  are  all  styles  of  dress,  all  manners 
of  costumes,  and  no  costume  at  all,  for  these  resi- 
dents of  the  tropics  have  a  total  disregard  of 
what,  to  us,  are  the  common  proprieties  of  life. 
But  the  scantiness  of  their  attire  seems  not  inap- 
propriate when  the  climatic  conditions  are  taken 
into  consideration. 

On  the  wharf  we  are  beset  by  merchants  of  every 
class,  all  intent  upon  disposing  of  their  numerous 
wares.  We  are  importuned  to  buy  parrots  of 
brilliant  plumage,  and  are  assured  by  the  salesman 
that  they  can  talk  English,  "Allee  samee  Inglis- 
man."  Then  there  is  the  monkey-trader.  He  of- 
fers for  sale  the  specimens  of  the  Malay  monkey 
with  long  silken  arms  and  soft,  melancholy  eyes, 
blinking  at  you  as  if  inviting  you  to  buy.  Great, 
luscious  pineapples  that  would  not  cost  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  at  Chicago  or  New  York,  may  be 
purchased  for  a  penny  or  two,  for  this  is  the  home 
of  this  fine  fruit.  We  notice  our  provident  steward 
is  placing  a  large  number  in  his  locker,  and  we 
shall  have  plenty  of  the  fruit  on  our  voyage  to 
China. 

But  the  most  beautiful  of  all  the  wares  offered  to 
tempt  our  pocket-books,  were  the  shells,— the  rare 
and  beautiful  children  of  the  sea.  Boat-load  after 
boat-load  were  rowed  up  to  the  wharf  by  the  Ma- 
lay shell  fisher,  and  they  did  a  thriving  business. 
Here  were  the  finest  specimens  of  the  Nautilus, 
nature's  sailor  of  the  sea,  the  most  interesting  deni- 
zen of  the  deep,  pearly  white,  and  fully  twice  as 
large  as  the  largest  seen  in  the  shell-stores  at 
home.  Then  there  were  great  flat  shells  of  mother- 
Pearl,  with  spirals  and  cowries  of  every  shape  and 
hue,  and  of  the  most  brilliant  color  imaginable, 
hese  were  so  tastefully  arranged  with  great  mass- 
es of  red,  pink  and  white  coral,  that  one  hardly 
knew  which  most  to  admire,  the  shells  and  cor- 
als, or  the  skill  of  the  yellow-skinned  merchant 
in  arranging  them  to  show  to  the  best  advantage. 
We  enriched  our  little  collection  with  a  few  rare 
sheIIs-    As  we  look  at  th. 
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heart  and  make  the  soul  sorrowful.    As  w, 
the   people  who  come  and  go,  we  see    scores   of 
»M.  haggard-eyed,   emaciated,  woe-begone   faces 
habit,  as  surely  as  the  red 
■y  eyes  and  the  bloated  face  tell  of 


that  tell  of  the 
nose,  the  wati 


are  satisfied  that 
the  world 
such  fine 


the  drunkard  at  home.  These  poor  heathen,  bear- 
ing the  ,mage  of  God  on  their  faces,  have  been  ru- 
med  mi„d,  soul  and  body>__by  EngUsh  ^  fer 
gold,  for  be  it  known  that  the  foul  opium-dens  are 
licensed  by  a  Christian  (f)  nation,  and  that  an  im- 
mense revenue  falls  into  the  coffers  of  the  state 
each  year  from  the  opium  trade. 

Let  us  look  into  one  of  these  opium-dens!    The 
sickening  stench   arising  from  the  opium  pipe  is 
even  worse  than  the  fumes  of  a  long-used  tobacco 
pipe,  and  one  must  have  courage  to  set  his  foot 
■  nstde  the  door.    The  room  is  small,  and  is  crowd- 
ed  with  depraved,    half-naked   barbarian  smokers 
The  stench  of  the  smoke  is  supplemented  by  that 
arising   from   the  bodies    of  the  unclean    "opium 
fiends."     In  the  center  of  the  swarthy  circle,  assem- 
bled in  the  filthy   den,   is   a  small  dirty   oil-lamp 
burning  with  a  dim,  uncertain  flame.     One  of  the 
smokers  has  a  pipe  with  a  small  bowl,  and  stem  so 
thick,  that  he  must  open  his  mouth  wide  to  take 
it  in.    On  the  end  of  a  long  iron  needle  he  takes 
up  a  bit  of  sticky  opium  about  the  size  of  a  pea 
and  heats  it  over  the  flame  of  the  lamp.    After  it 
is  heated   he   drops    it    into  the   small    opening  in 
the  pipe.     He  then  lies  down  at  full  length,  places 
the  bowl  of  the  pipe  over  the  flame,  draws  in  the 
smoke,  swallows  it,  and  emits  it  through  his  nos- 
trils.   In   a  few   moments  the  muscles  relax,  the 
head  drops  over  and  the  smoker  is  unconscious  to 
all  the  world.    The  pipe  is  then  taken  up  by  an- 
other waiting  his  turn,  and  so  the  smoking  goes  on 
until  the  entire  crowd  are  in  an  unconscious  stupor. 
We  cannot  close  this  letter  without  giving  a  word 
of  warning  to   our  boys  and  young  men  who  are 
given  to  the  habit  of  cigarette  smoking.    It  is  now 
stated,  on  the  best  of  authority,  that  the  manufac- 
turers of  cigarettes  are  putting  a  small  quantity  of 
opium  in   the  tobacco  they  use.    It  would   seem 
that  men  who  would  do  this  thing  must  be  lost  to 
all  that  is  good,  but  the  thirst  for  gold  is  at  the 
bottom  of  it  all.     In  this  way  they  hope  to  fasten 
the  habit  of  smoking  on  their  victims  and  thus  in- 
crease the  sale  of  their  wares.    The  taste  for  opium 
once   acquired  becomes  a  destroying  demon,  nev- 
er to  be  satisfied,  and  because  it   destroys  the  will 
and  moral  powers,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  throw 
it  off.     Our  state  legislatures,   many  of  them,  pro- 
hibit the  sale  of  cigarettes,  and  the  consumption  of 
them  is  on  the  increase.     From  smoking  the  ciga- 
rette saturated  with  the  drug,  it  is  but  a  small  step 
to  the  opium  habit  itself.     As  you  prize  the  God- 
given  intellectual  and  moral  powers  in  your  pos- 
session, be  warned  in  time.  d.  l.  m. 
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without  any  support  whatever, 
'f  the  angel's  hand  that  stopped 
lanes  a  much  stronger  imagination  than 
being,  to  see  any  likeness  whatever  be- 
:  and  the  angel  hand." 


tween  the  i 

After  having  given  so  many  of  the  legends  and 
traditions   of   these  Oriental  people,    we  supposed 
'—  would  accept  them  as  their  beliefs 
Certainly,  we  did  not  intend  to 
believe  that  the  rock  was  hanging 
six  feet 


that  our  readei 

and  not  our  own. 

have  our  readers 

there  suspended  in  the  air.    Though 

from  the  bottom  of  the  cavern  underneath,  yet  it 

is  well  supported  by  solid  rock  on  both  sides  and 

at  the  ends.    Yet  these  people  who  believe  these 

traditions  are  not  allowed  to  go  underneath  to  see 

for  themselves.    If  they  were,  they  would  learn  a 

great  deal  more  through  their  ears,  than  with  their 
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reasonable  as  they 
seem  to  us,  these  people  are  so  confirmed,  in  their 
truthfulness,  that  they  have  ceased  to  doubt,  if 
they  ever  entertained  any.  As  we  introduced  the 
narrative  by  saying:  "About  it  (the  rock)  many 
silly  things  are  told,"  etc.,  and  closed  by  express- 
ing our  grave  doubts,  we  supposed  we  would  be 
readily  understood. 

As   we  have  now  referred   to   this   very  notable 
rock  and  given  some  of  the  traditions   connected 
with  it,  we  will  add  some  more  to  what  we  saw  and 
heard.     This  rock  is  not  a   myth,  but  a  real  rock, 
and  is  probably  the  place  on  which  ancient  sacri- 
fices were   burnt.    The  earliest  narrative  we  have 
of  it  is  in  the  Talmud,  as  given  by  the  Jewish  fa- 
thers.    According  to  their  traditions  Abraham  and 
Melchisedec  offered  their  sacrifices  here.     This  is 
the  rock  on  which  Abraham  offered,— in  purpose,— 
his  son  Isaac,    and  this,  also,  is  the  rock  that  was 
anointed  by  Jacob.    The  Ark   of  the  Covenant  is 
said  to  have  stood  on  this  rock,  and  even  now  it 
is  said  to  lie  buried  beneath  this  sacred  rock.     On 
this  rock  it  is  said,  Shem,  the  unspeakable  name  of 
God  was  written.     When  Christ  came,  he  succeed- 
ed in  reading  this  name,  and,  as  a  result,  he  was  en- 
abled to   work  miracles.     It   is   probable  that   the 
great  sacrificial  altar  stood  here,  as  traces  of  chan- 
nels for  carrying  away  the  blood  have  been  dis- 
covered  on  it.    These  are  Jewish   traditions,  and 
may  be  true,  or,  only  partly  so.     The   Mohamme- 
dans have  much  to  say  about  it  that  is  mythical 
acredly   believed   by   many   of  them.     It 
ce  sacred  to  the  prophet,— where  he  of- 
prayers  and  received  some  of  his  visions, 
red  that  one  prayer  offered  here  was  bet- 
a   thousand    offered    elsewhere.     On   the 
of  this  sacred  rock,  it  is  said,  he  prayed, 
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he  hand  of  the  most  skillful  painter 
never  produced  such  deep,  rich  hues, 
shadings  and  blendings  of  color  as  are  seen  on 
'hese  beautiful  shells;  and  no  marvel,  for  these 
Were  Painted  by  the  artist  hand  of  God.  One  can 
°    y  look,  admire  and  wonder.    That  God  made  so 

eaut'ful,  and  colored  so  richly,  the  shells  that 
rve  'heir  purpose  and  are  then  cast  on  the  shore 
0  the  restless  sea,  only  teaches  that  the  love  of 
,  e  beautiful,  which  he  has  given  to  man,  may  be 
leS'timateIy  gratified. 
But  all  is  not  beautiful  at  Singapore.    There  are 


Sometime  ago,  a  brother  called  our  attention  to 
a  description  which  we  gave  of  this  rock,  as  found 
in  Gospel  Messenger  of  Feb.  8,  page  82,  1896. 
On  examining  the  item  referred  to,  we  thought, 
that  our  idea,  expressed  in  regard  to  it,  was  so  evi- 
dent that  an  explanation  was  not  necessary.  The 
following  is  the  item  referred  to: 


"Afte: 


es  muffled, 
platform  te 


entered  the  Dome  of 
Rock  which  stands  on  a  platform  ten  feet  high,  approached 
by  steps  which  terminate  in  an  arcade,  or  place  for  scales, 
because,  at  the  day  of  judgment,  the  scales,  on  which  all  are 
to  be  weighed,  are  to  be  suspended  here.  This  rock  is  fifty- 
seven  feet  long  and  forty-three  feet  wide,  and  rises  six  and 
one-half  feet  above  the  surrounding  pavement.  About  it 
many  silly  things  are  told  and  believed  by  these  blind  wor- 
shipers. Underneath  there  is  an  excavation  in  the  solid 
rock,  and  here  are  pointed  out  small  altars  where  David  and 
Solomon,  Abraham  and  Elijah,  did  their  praying;  also  one 
where  Mohammed  prayed,  and  as  he  rose  from  prayer  his 
head  wept  up  against  the  rock  and  made  quite  an  impres- 
hole  in  the  rock,    We  saw  the  hole,  but  had 


fepulsive  sights  to  be  seen  that  sicken  the  J  grave  doubts  about  the  prophet's  head  producing  it,  They  I  things  more  real 


d  from  hence  he  was  translated  to  heaven  on  his 

raculous  steed  El  Busok. 

To  walk  around  and  see  a  rock  associated  with 
so  many  sacred  and  strange  things,  calls  forth 
very  peculiar  feelings  indeed.  It  forms  a  tangible 
foundation  upon  which  to  lay  some  of  the  most 
wonderful  events  that  are  recorded  in  Bible  history. 
To  see  the  place  and,  perhaps,  the  very  spot  where 
the  Great  God  condescended  to  meet  with  man  and 
make  his  presence  felt,  gives  a  faith  that  cannot 
be  felt  in  any  other  place.  The  location  of  things 
has  much  to  do  with  our  interest  and  faith  in  them. 
Ever  since  our  boyhood,  we  were  familiar  with  the 
name  of  Shakespeare,  but  he  was  never  half  so  real 
to  us  as  when  we  visited  Stratford-on-Avon, 
walked  in  the  paths  and  ways  which  he  trod  in 
his  boyhood  days,  and  saw  the  house  in  which  he 
was  born,  and  the  sehoolhouse  where  he  got  his 
first  training.  So  it  was  in  visiting  the  locations  of 
Bible  story.    The  attending  associations  make  the 


H.  B.  s, 


T-SB    GOSPEL    MBSSENQBB. 


December  19,  1896, 


•  TOO  MANY  OF  WE?' 


SELECTED  1 


.  ..by  the  youth   should  respect  the  aged: 
(1)  The  satisfaction  to  the  aged  which  grows  out 
of  our  respect  to   them.     (2)  The  great  value  to 
the  youth,  whose  minds  are  uncultivated  and  unfur- 
being  submissive   to   those  who    have 
ugh  many  trials  of  life,  and  have  had 


aished 
passed  th 


[  share, 


"Mamma,  is  there  too  many  ot  we? 
The  little  girl  asked  with  a  sigh. 
"  Perhaps  you  wouldn't  be  tired,  you  see, 
If  a  few  of  your  childs  could  die." 
She  was  only  three  years  old,  the  one 
Who  spoke  in  that  sad,  strange  way, 
As  she  saw  her  mother's  impatient  frown 

At  the  children's  boisterous  play. 
There  were  half  a  doncn  who  round  her  stood, 

And  the  mother  was  sick  and  poor; 
Worn  out  with  the  care  of  the  noisy  brood, 

And  the  fight  with  the  wolf  at  the  door. 
For  a  smile  or  a  kiss,  no  time,  no  place, 

For  the  little  one,  least  of  all, 
And  the  shadow  that  darkened  the  n 
O'er  the  young  life  seemed  to  fall. 
More  thoughtful  than  they,  she  felt  ; 

And  pondered  in  childish  way 
How  to  lighten  the  burden  she  could 

Growing  heavier  day  by  day. 
Only  a  week,  and  the  little  Claire, 

In  her  tiny  white  trundle-bed, 
Lay  with  blue  eyes  closed,  and  the  sunny  hair 

Cut  close  from  the  golden  head. 
•■  Don't  cry,"  she  sairl-and  the  words  were  low, 

Feeling  tears  that  she  could  not  see— 
"  You  won't  have  to  work  and  be  tired  so 
When  there  ain't  so  many  of  we." 
l)ut  the  dear  little  daughter  who  went  away 
From  the  home  that  once  was  stilled, 
'       Showed  the  mother's  heart  from  that  dreary  day, 
What  a  place  she  had  always  filled. 

Hope,  Fla. ^_ 

CHARACTER  AND  REPUTATION. 

BY  GERTRUDE  A.  FLOEY. 

The  man  who  is  what  he  appears  to  be,  has  a 
character,  good  or  bad,  as  he  is.  But  the  man  who 
appears  to  be  what  he  is  not,  has  both  a  character 
and  a  reputation.  Usually  men  judge  him  by  the 
latter;  but  God  judges  him  by  the.former. 

The  saddest  sight  this  world  ever  witnesses  is  a 
man  or  a  woman  with  a  big  reputation  and  a  little 
character.  God  and  the  angels  might  weep  to  see 
such  an  one,  with  high  intellectual  attainments, 
stooping  to  low  means  to  gain  certain  ends,  and  then 
covering  these   means  by  falsehood  to  maintain  a 


nd  wisdom. 


reputation! 

God  endowed  1 
he  might  sustair 


an  with  intellectual  gifts,  not  that 
a  reputation  by  craftiness,  but 
that  he  might  attain  to  the  stature  of  a  God.  That 
man  or  woman  who  uses  those  precious  gifts  for 
other  ends  shall  not  escape  the  wrath  and  judgment 
of  an  avenging  God. 

The  man  who  possesses  an  indomitable  will  and 
magnetic  power,  should  use  those  forces  to  first 
raise  himself  to  the  full  stature  of  a  man  in  Christ 
Jesus,  then  to  lift  his  fellowmen  to  his  own  stan- 
dard. But  how  often  we  see  the  reverse,  even  in  the 
church  oj  Christ! 

A  man's  responsibility  is  measured  by  his  ability. 
By  this  measure  shall  he  be  condemned  or  acquit- 
ted in  the  final  account.  How  careful,  then,  should 
he  be  to  possess  a  character  worthy  of  his  position  as 
a  child  of  God! 

The  God-begotten  child  is  but  a  miniature  God, 
as  the  natural  child  is  but  a  miniature  man.  How 
many  of  us  exemplify  the  character  of  our  Father 
in  Christ  Jesus?  All  who  do  not  do  so,  must  re- 
ceive equal  condemnation  with  him  who  "  knoweth 
to  do  good  and  doeth  it  not." 
Laporte,  Ind. 

RESPECT  FOR  THE  AQED. 

BY  EMMA  BEAHM. 

"  Thou  shah  rise  up  before  the  hoary  head." 

Our  duty  to  the  aged  can  not  be  over-estimated. 
A  failure  to  respect  old  people  is  a  sin  of  omission. 

We  feel  that  there  is  a  decided  need  of  some 
practical  hints  along  this  line.     There  are  two  great 


days  and  years  of  experif 

I.  It  is  a  source  of  gratification  and  happiness  to 
parents  to  know  that  their  children  are  loving  and 
obedient.  If  some  little  boy  or  girl  should  read 
this,  listen  while  I  tell  you  that,  to  honor  your  pa- 
pa and  mamma,  is  the  one  great  thing  you  have  to 
do  while  in  youth.  . 

2  Children's  minds  are  entire  blanks  before  their 
first  lessons  are  learned,  hence  they  must  learn 
from  their  superiors. 

This  principle  continued,  they  will  become  hap- 
py and  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  Truth. 

Now,  dear  boys  and  girls,  it  is  sometimes  easy  to 
know  how  to  respect  the  aged,  but  hard,  oh,  so 
hard  to  do  it.  In  all  the  departments  of  life  the 
knowing  is  easier  than  the  doing.  "  If  to  do  were  as 
easy  as  to  know  what  were  good  to  do,  chapels  had 
been  churches,  and  poor  men's  cottages,  prince's 
palaces." 

I  will  here  relate  a  little  incident  about  children 
in  Europe;  "  There  was  a  great  play  at  the  princi- 
pal theater  in  Athens  one  night.  The  seats  set 
apart  for  strangers  were  filled  with  Spartan  boys; 
and  other  seats,  not  far  distant,  were  filled  with 
Athenian  youth.  The  theater  was  crowded,  when 
an  old  man.  infirm,  and  leaning  on  a  staff,  entered. 
There  was  no  seat  for  him.  The  Athenian  youth 
called  to  the  old  man  to  come  to  them,  and  with 
grt  it  difficulty  he  picked  his  way  to  their  benches; 
but  not  a  boy  rose  and  offered  him  a  seat. 

"Seeing  this,  the  Spartan  boys  beckoned  to  the 
old  man  to  come  to  them,  and  as  he  approached 
their  benches,  every  Spartan  boy  rose,  and,  with 
uncovered  heads,  stood  until  the  old  man  was  seat- 
ed, and  then  all  quietly  resumed  their  seats.  See- 
ing this,  the  Athenians  broke  out  in  loud  applause. 
The  old  man  rose,  and,  in  a  voice  that  filled  the 
theater,  said,  '  The  Athenians  know  what  is  right; 
the  Spartans  do  it;'  " 

Once  a  very  poor  old  woman  was  traveling  on 
the  train.  The  conductor  was  very  kind  to  her,  in 
helping  her  with  her  baggage  to  the  waiting-room. 
He  then  stepped  on  board  the  moving  train.  A 
passenger  said,  "Was  that  old  lady  your  mother?  " 
"  No,"  said  the  conductor,  "  but  she  is  somebody's 

mother." 

"  Be  kind  and  be  gentle 
To  those  who  are  old, 
For  dearer  is  kindness 
And  better,  than  gold." 

Troutville,  Va. 


taught  the  Bible  stories  at  so  early  an  age  that 
when  they  grew  up  they  could  not  remember  when 
they  first  heard  them.  So  should  it  be  with  us. 
Lessons  learned  at  so  early  an  age  will  always  re- 
main. We  can  remember  the  minutest  details  of 
circumstances  in  our  childhood  days,  while  we 
scarcely  remember  what  occurred  last  year.  Fa- 
thers, mothers,  teachers,  are  we  doing  our  full  duty 
toward  the  care  and  training  of  the  tiny  lambs? 
"  Know  thine  opportunity,"  says  a  certain  wise 
man.  "The  hand  that  rocks  the  cradle  rules  the 
world." 

McPherson,  Kans. 


— <.■*  CORRESPONDENCE  *~~- 


"  Write  what  thou  s 


A  LITTLE  GIRL'S  6T0RY  OF  JESUS. 


Not  long  ago  a  little  girl  neighbor  came  to  visit 
the  little  daughter  of  the  writer.  During  their 
childlike  prattle  and  play,  we  overheard  the  follow- 
ing story  by  the  little  visitor,  who  is  about  four 
years  old: 

"  When  Jesus  was  a  little  baby,  they  wrapped  a 
lot  of  old  clothes  around  him  and  put  him  in  a  hay- 
stack and  wrapped  hay  around  him.     And  a  man 

wanted  to  kill  him,  and  they  took  him   awa y 

off.  His  mamma  rode  on  a  horse  and  held  him, 
and  his  papa  walked.  And  when  he  was  a  little 
boy,  they  took  him  to  a  love  feast,  and  he  got  lost. 
And  his  mamma  and  papa  went  home  and  cried 
and  cried  and  cried.  And  they  went  back  and 
found  him  talking  to  the  doctors.  And  he  went 
home  with  them  and  stayed  until  he  got  to  be  a 
great  big  man.  And  some  men  took  him  and  bap- 
tized him,  and  something  white  like  a  bird  came 
down  and  lighted  on  him.  And  he  prayed  for  the 
sick  people,  and  he  prayed  for  the  blind  people, 
and  them  what  couldn't  hear,  he  opened  up  their 
ears.     And  he  went  up   to  heaven,   and  they  sang 

How  nice  it  is  for  the  little  folks  to  learn  the  Bi- 
ble storiesl    Among   the   Jews   the   children  were 


his  Department.  If  you  have  had  a  good 
others  may  rejoice  with  you.  In  writing, 
eol  church,  county  and  state.  Be  brief.  Notes  of  Travel  should  be 
s  possible.    Land  or  other  advertisements  are  not  solicited  for  this 


From  Rushvllle,  Nebr. 

Nov.  15  Bro.  C.  B.  Smith,  of  Beatrice,  Nebr., 
commenced  preaching  at  this  place  and  continued 
one  week.  The  weather  was  rather  cold,  yet  we 
had  good  attendance  and  excellent  attention.  One 
sister  was  made  willing  to  cast  her  lot  with  the 
people  of  God,  and  was  baptized  on  Sunday,  Nov. 
22.     Others  seem  to  be  near  the  kingdom. 

We  are  but  a  small  band  of  members  at  this 
place,  without  a  minister,  but  we  are  confident,  if 
a  good,  earnest  worker  would  come  to  this  place 
and  remain  here,  a  church  could  soon  be  built  up, 
as  our  faith  is  well  spoken  of  by  all.  Some  one  re- 
marked, "You  have  the  Gospel  to  prove  you  are 
right." 

Bro.  Smith  closed  the  meetings  with  growing  in- 
terest, and  we  hope  he  may  return  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. Kate  R.  Musselman. 

Nov.  24.  

From  the  Antletam  Church,  Pa. 

Our  love  feast  at  the  Welty  church  was  held  Oct, 
24,  and  was  one  of  those  occasions  much  enjoyed 
by  the  children  of  Christ's  kingdom.  We  were 
well  entertained  by  ministering  brethren  Saylor 
and  Sappington,  of  Double  Pipe  Creek,  Md.,  but, 
to  our  regret,  some  were  deprived  of  this  rich  feast 
on  account  of  sickness  and  affliction.  One  was 
our  elder,  Bro.  J.  F.  Oiler,  who  was,  at  the  time,  at 
the  hospital,  undergoing  a  surgical  operation 
which,  we  are  glad  to  state,  was  so  far  successful 
that  he  has  returned  to  us  again,  and  preached  a 
soul-cheering  sermon  on  last  Sunday  evening,  much 
to  the  surprise  of  all. 

After  his  return  he  was  also  permitted  to  be 
present  at  a  love  feast  held  at  the  home  of  Bro. 
Samuel  Kauffman,  for  the  benefit  of  sister  Annie 
Kauffman,  who  has  been  much  afflicted  during  the 
last  year  and  who,  at  the  present  time,  is  at  the 
same  hospital,  above  alluded  to.  There  was  also 
a  love  feast  held  at  the  home  of  sister  Amanda 
Newcomer,  who  is  passing  under  the  rod  of  afflic- 
tion.    These  feasts  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  all. 

To-day  our  Thanksgiving  services  were  held  in 
the  Waynesboro  church,  and  were  well  attended. 
The  home  ministers  gave  some  very  edifying  dis- 
courses, after  which  a  collection  of  «34°°  was 
taken  for  church  and  missionary  purposes. 

A.  M.  Good, 
Waynesboro,  Pa.,  Nov.  26. 


From  the  Litchfield  Mission. 

Since  my   last  report  we  have  reorganized  our 
Sunday  school,  changing  from  a  union  to  apB'e 
ren's  Sunday  school,  and  using  the  Brethren  s  H 
ature.     The     school    is     progressing     finely. 

■  (  tpachers. 

greatest  trouble  we  encounter  is  a  want  or  ic»  ^ 
We  hope,  however,  by  the  opening  of  th 
year,  to  have  a  full  corps  of  teachers  and  th 
be  prepared  for  better  work.  Congregations  ■ 
preaching  services  have  revived  since  the  ev 
have  grown  longer. 


new 


at  °ur 
enings 


December  19,  1896. 


We  observed  Thanksgiving  Day,  but,  owing  to 
inclemency  of  the  weather  and  like  services  at  the 
other  churches  in  the  city,  our  congregation  was 
small,  and  composed  almost  entirely  of  women,  as 
are  nearly  all  our  congregations.  Oh,  when  will 
men  learn  to  take  a  more  active  interest  in  religi- 
ous work!  Nothing,  perhaps,  would  wield  a  great- 
er influence  for  good  at  the  present  time  than  for 
our  fathers  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  church 
work  in  general,  and  religion  in  particular. 

We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  a  series  of  meetings 
by  the  writer.  The  meetings  have  been  in  progress 
one  week.  The  congregations  and  interest  are  in- 
creasing, but  no  visible  results  are  apparent  up  to 
the  present.  The  sentiment,  towards  the  meeting, 
from  both  outsiders  and  members  of  other  church- 
es, is  favorable.  We  have  some  obstacles  in  the 
way  that  we  may  not  be  able  to  surmount. 

I  have  distributed  quite  a  number  of  Messengers, 
including  a  number  of  the  doctrinal  number.  The 
supply,  however,  is  about  exhausted.  Should  any 
one  be  moved  to  supply  me  with  more,  I  shall  try 
to  make  the  best  possible  use  of  them.  I  cannot 
say  how  long  our  series  will  continue.  That  will 
be  governed  by  the  interest  manifested. 

B.  E.  Kesler. 
Dec.  6.  _ 

From  Louisiana  to  Florida. 

Nov.  21  thirty-nine  brethren  and  sisters  surround- 
ed the  Lord's  table  at  the  Roanoke  church,  La. 
We  had  no  visiting  ministers  with  us,  save  the 
Holy  Spirit,  who  filled  our  hearts  with  joy  and 
gladness.  It  was  to  us  one  of  the  most  soul-inspir- 
ing feasts  we  ever  attended.  Those  who  absented 
themselves  without  a  just  cause,  defrauded  their 
own  souls.  The  mission  cause  was  not  neglected. 
Nearly  twenty-five  dollars  was  donated. 

Nov.  24  family  and  I  bade  farewell  to  those 
whom  we  had  learned  to  love  so  dearly.  We  had 
spent  only  a  few  days  over  one  year  here,  but  we 
will  carry  through  life  a  fond,  loving  memory  of 
the  King's  children  at  Roanoke,  La. 

We  arrived  in  New  Orleans  the  same  evening,  I 
where  we  spent  two  nights  and  one  day.  We  are 
unable  to  "  write  up  "  this  historical  city,  even  if 
we  had  a  desire  to  do  so.  However,  we  hope  there 
are  some  righteous  ones  there.  We  had  the  evi- 
dence that  all  were  not  righteous. 

Nov.  26  we  left  for  Hawthorn,  Fla.,  via  Mobile, 
Pensacola,  Tallahassee  and  Jacksonville,  and  ar- 
rived at  our  destination  Nov.  27,  at  1:  20  P.  M.  We 
were  met  by  Bro.  D.  E.  Stover,  and  conveyed  to 
his  pleasant  home,  where  We  are  now  enjoying  his 
and  sister  Stover's  hospitalities. 

The  weather  has  been  warm,  and  winter  clothing 
is  burdensome,  but  a  cool  wave  is  now  passing  ov- 
er the  country.  The  train  has  just  now  given  •■= 
the  "  frost  signal." 

When  we  get  permanently  located,  perhaps 
will  have  more  to  say  of  the  Florida  mission. 

n  C.  D.  Hylton 

Dec.  1. 


THE   QQSPEL   MESSEItTQ-EIE?,. 


Michael  Thomas  has  been  already  referred  to: 
George  M.  Thomas,  of  Gibbon's  Glade,  Pa.,  was 
a       I'm '"f^of  age  July  25;  Christian  Thom- 

W  ,f  They  UT Pa- was  ei«ht"  y™s  °f  »e« 

WW  k  o  three  are  M  m""bers  of  the 
Markleysburg,  Pa.,  congregation.  If  there  is  anoth- 
er rmmster  in  our  Fraternity  older  than  Bro. 
Thomas,  please  make  it  known  through  the  Gos- 
pel Messenger.  !„,=„„„  v, 

„  ■  jasper  barnthouse. 

Markleysburg,  Pa. 

From  Kearney,  Md. 

Oct.  30  we  met  with  the  Brethren  of  Thornton, 
Taylor  Co.,  W.  Va„  and  had  the  happy  privilege  of 
attending  their  love  feast,  which  was  held  the  even- 
ing of  the  same  day.  While  the  membership  at 
this  place  is  not  large,  they  are  seemingly  very 
zealous  for  the  Master's  cause.  Thirty-seven  mem 
bers  communed.  The  ministerial  force  was  ample 
Uur  visit  among  them  was  a  pleasant  one 

Nov.  15  we  met  with  the  Brethren  at  the  Sugar- 
land  church,  Tucker  Co.,  West  Va.  The  Brethren 
of  the  Maple  Spring  church,  Preston  Co  W  Va 
assisted  by  the  brethren  at  this  place  (Sugarland)" 
have  built  quite  a  commodious  house  of  worship  - 
the  first  one  for  the  Brethren  in  Tucker  County. 
The  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  Bro  Jonas 
Fike,  Nov.  15,  at  2:  30  P.  M.  After  this  we  had  a 
pleasant  love  feast  together.  About  forty  com- 
muned. Brethren  John  and  Samuel  K.  Fike  (minis- 
ters) were  with  us  a,nd  helped  to  conduct  the  servic- 
es. 

Nov.  29  we  had  two  appointments,  by  request  of 
a  relative,  at  a  place  where  the  Brethren  had  never 
preached  before.  The  interest  was  very  good,  and 
at  the  close  of  our  services  a  number  of  the  people 
came  to  us  and  wanted  us  to  promise  to  come  back 
soon  and  preach  for  them  again,  saying,  "  We  never 
'  ^ard  the  Scriptures  explained  in  that  way  before." 

Nov.  21  Bro.  Amelius  Fike  and  wife  came  to  my 
father's  house  on  a  visit.  Soon  after  their  arrival 
the  latter  was  taken  sick  with  diptheria  and  dipth- 
eretic  croup.  She  had,  before  coming,  expressed  a 
desire  to  spend  one  week  with  her  mother,  which 
she  did,  but  it  proved  to  be  the  last  week  she  spent 
upon  earth.  On  Tuesday  night,  Nov.  24,  she 
called  for  Eld.  T.  B.  Digman  and  the  writer,  to 
anoint  her,  which  request  was  complied  with. 
Nov.  28  she  passed  away.  I.  0.  Thompson. 

Dec.  1. 
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The  Oldest  Preacher. 


I  saw,  some  time  ago,  an  account  in  the  Gospel 
Messenger,  where  Eld.  Samuel  Murray,  of  Mexico, 
'nd„  gave  his  age,  and  also  said  if  there  were  an- 
°tner  minister  in  the  Brotherhood  older  than  he, 
ne  would  like  to  learn  his  name,  with  post-office 
address.  I  thought,  at  the  time,  I  would  respond 
at  once,  but  was  called  away  from  home,  and  al- 
m°st  ,orgot  Bro.  Murray's  request,  but  now,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  Bro.  Murray,  and  all  others  con- 
cerned, I  Wiu  say  ,hat  gr0  Michael  Thomas,  of 
^merfield,  Pa.,  is  in  his  ninety-third  year.  Should 
"e  I've  till  Jan.  18,  1897,  he  will  be  ninety-three 
years  old.  Bro.  Thomas  is  active.  He  frequently 
walks  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  back,  in  a  day,  in 
tan°rable  weather.  He  will  converse  freely  and  in- 
e  "gently  on  most  any  subject.  Bro.  Thomas  comes 
™m  a  family  of  twelve  children,— nine  sons  and 
a  ee  daughters.  One  of  the  daughters  died  at  the 
ge  of  ninety-two.  None  of  the  sons  died  under  1 
eventy.     Three  of  the  sons  are  still  living,— Bro.  | 


From  the  Meadow  Branch  Church,  Aid. 

Eld.  P.  S,  Miller,  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  came  to  this 
church  Nov.  7,  and  continued  preaching  for  us  un- 
til Nov.  30.  His  plain,  practical  and  earnest 
method  of  presenting  the  truths  of  God's  Book 
was  much  appreciated  and  was  the  means  of 
strengthening  the  church,  both  in  zeal  and  num- 
bers. We  rejoice  with  the  angels  in  seeing  fifteen 
precious  ones  added  to  the  church  by  baptism. 
Our  Thanksgiving  meeting  was  one  of  interest;  a 
collection  was  taken  and  resulted  in  S37, — 315  to 
General  Mission  work  and  S22  for  District  Mission 
work.  May  God  bless  his  workers  everywhere,  and 
help  us  to  hasten  the  day  when  Christian  doct 
pure  and  perfect,  will  lead  us  into  every  clime 


We  had  a  pleasant  meeting  with  the  dear  me 
On  Monday  following  I  went  to  Flannagan  Hill, 
same  County,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles 
-a  mission  point.  Here  I  began  preaching  in  a 
union  church,  and  continued  until  Nov.  23,  preach- 
ing ten  sermons  with  good  attendance  and  atten- 
tion. Six  were  baptized,  and  there  are  four  more 
applicants.  As  I  was  entirely  alone  in  the  work, 
with  no  one  to  lead  in  singing,  or  assist  in  opening 
or  closing  services,  my  physical  powers  became 
exhausted,  so  that  I  had  to  close  too  soon  It  is 
sad  to  know  that  so  near  our  doors  there  are  yet 
so  many  that  know  so  little  about  the  true  Gospel 
Oh,  that  we  had  more  enthusiasm  in  the  mission 
work!  T  „ 

. ,  _      Jonas  Fike. 

From  the  Manvel  Church,  Texas. 

Though  rainy  and  unpleasant,  the  members  of 
the  Manvel  church  turned  out  commendably  to  the 
Thanksgiving  services,  held  at  our  place  of  worship 
Nov.  26,  at  10  A.  M.  Brethren  Gish,  Miller  and 
Peters  dealt  out  to  us  the  Word  of  Life  from'  Mai. 

A  contribution  was  taken  in  behalf  of  the  Or- 
phanage at  Smyrna,  and  S4.85  was  paid  in  I  am 
pleased  to  see  a  growing  sentiment  in  our  Brother- 
hood that  we  should  lay  by  one-tenth  of  our  in- 
come for  the  Lord.  I  surely  think  it  is  plainly 
taught  in  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  if 
we  would  all  do  that,  the  Lord's  cause  would  not 
be  suffering  for  the  want  of  funds,  but  many  of  us 
would  soon  be  looking  around  for  places  to  invest 
our  accumulations.  May  the  Lord  speedily  awak- 
en all  his  people  to  this  grand  idea,  that  there  may 
be  no  lack  of  funds  for  the  Lord's  work. 

.  J.  H.  Peck. 

Our  Work  among  the  Scandinavians. 


Westminster,  Md.,  Dec.  I. 


Chas.  D.  Bonsack. 


Special  Notice  to  the  Churches  of  Northwestern  Kansas 
and  Northern  Colorado  District. 

The  Mission  Board  requests  the  churches  who 
wish  mission  work  done  the  coming  winter,  to  noti- 
fy the  secretary  at  their  earliest  convenience,  and 
we  will  comply  with  their  requests  as  far  as  we  pos- 
sibly can.  Philip  Landis,  Sec. 

Osborne,  Kans.,  Dec.  $. 


From  Eglon,  W.  Va. 


I  left  my  home  Nov.  14  for  Sugarland,  Tucker 
Co.,  W.  Va.,  to  preach  the  dedicatory  sermon  of 
the  new  church,  built  there  by  the  Brethren,  and 
also  to  assist  in  the  feast,  to  follow  the  dedication. 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 

The  Sweetwater  church,  north  of  Devil's  Lake, 
having  with  them  a  Swedish  brother  (married  to  a 
Norwegian)  he  was  put  into  the  first  degree  of  the 
ministry  during  our  stay  with  them  in  August  and 
September.  The  church  there  is  surrounded  by 
many  Norwegians,  some  Swedes  and  a  few  Danes. 
Many  of  them  study  our  doctrine  carefully,  and  we 
expect  them  to  join  in  with  us,  if  both  ministers  and 
lay-members  prove  to  be  an  exemplification  of  the 
teachings  of  Christ.  Our  Swedish  minister's  ad- 
'»  John  Olsson,  Devils  Lake,  N.  Dak. 

NEBRASKA. 

Here  we  have  a  Danish  brother,  N.  P.  Nielson, 
in  the  second  degree,  at  Juniata,  in  the  Silver  Lake 
church.  He  is  an  esteemed,  earnest  young  man, 
and  a  good  church  worker.  There  are  a  great 
many  Swedes  and  Danes  around  him  and  plenty 
of  open  doors,  with  a  great  many  friends  to  the 
church.  There  is  a  great  need  and  many  calls  for 
more  work  to  be  done,  if  our  brother  is  only  able 
to  do  it.  His  ministry  dates  back  to  Thyland, 
Denmark.  The  Brethren  at  Silver  Lake  advanced 
him  to  the  second  degree  about  a  year  ago.  He  is 
glad  to  live  in  such  a  model  church.  It  is  a  bless- 
to  him  indeed.    Address  him  at  Juniata,  Nebr. 

KANSAS. 

This  State  has  lately  been  taken  hold  of  by  our 
General  Mission  Board  in  McPherson  and  Saline 
Counties,  where  there  are  upwards  of  30,000  Swed- 
ishs  ettlers.  They  have  a  large  college  at  Lindsborg 
and  many  large  Lutheran  churches  in  towns  and 
country.  Our  churches  at  Monitor  and  McPherson 
have  gained  some  Swedish  and  Danish  members, 
and  lately  the  Monitor  church  called  a  Swedish 
brother  to  the  ministry.  He  is  a  talented,  well- 
read  man,  able  to  speak  English,  Swedish,  and 
German,  and  we  hope  he  will  be  a  useful  man 
among  his  own  people.  His  name  and  address  is, 
O.  Hultgreen,  Marquette,  Kans. 

At  Herington,  Kansas,  we  also  have  a  Danish 
minister,  T.  C.  Petersen,  elected  by  request  of 
the  General  Mission  Board  and  State  Mission 
Board  for  their  use  some  years  ago.  There  are  but 
few  Scandinavians  close  by,  and  the  church  mem- 
bers that  had  been  there,  have  largely  emigrated 
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to  other  parts.  As  Bro.  Petersen  is  tied  down  by 
temporal  cares,  he  has,  so  far,  been  but  little  used 
outside  of  his  work  in  the  home  church.  He  could 
be  used  to  far  better  advantage  at  another  place 
among  the  Scandinavian  people.  ^    f 

1  recently  had  the  joy  of  meeting  Bi 
Bingeman  who  was  with  us  in  Denmark 
den  last  year.  He  visited  us  and  went  along  into 
our  field  of  labor,  showing  his  Oriental  relics  and 
talking  on  Bible  Lands.  He  has  been  quite  a  help 
to  make  friends.  Even  the  Swedish  College  at 
Lindsborg,  and  Lutheran  as  well  as  Methodist 
and  Mennonite  churches,  opened  their  doors.  He 
also  helped  to  raise  funds  for  our  Asia  Minor  Ar- 
menian Orphanage. 

We  rejoice  to  see  that  the  McPherson  church 
alone  has  subscribed  enough  for  two  orphans  for 
five  years.  Bro.  Bingaman  intends,  the  Lord  will- 
ing, to  go  on  with  this  grand  work,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble. 

During  the  few  times  we  have  been  in  the  Moni- 
tor and  McPherson  churches  and  at  the  College,  we 
have  been  refreshed,  and  have  seen  much  to 
recommend,  and  as  little  to  lament  as  anywhere  in 
our  churches,  as  far  as  our  limited  observation  ex- 
tends. 

May  God  bless  our  Brotherhood  and  every  mem- 
ber, and  all  our  institutions,  as  well  as  our  missions, 
that  we  all  may  more  than  ever  before  imitate  our 
Blessed  Master  in  self-sacrifice  and  love  to  one  an- 
other, and  love  to  all  men!  Chr.  Hope. 


From  Flora,  Ind. 
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Our  very  interesting  series  of  meetings,  conduct- 
ed by  Bro.  A.  G.  Crosswhite,  of  Gratis,  Ohio,  at  our 
eastern  house,  closed  to-day,  with  eight  additions. 
Our  home  ministers  began  the  meetings  on  the  ev- 
ening of  Nov.  12.  Bro.  Crosswhite  came  two  days 
later  and  continued  until  the  26th,  when  he  was 
called  home  for  a  few  days.  Bro.  P.  H.  Beery,  of 
Clark's  Hill,  Ind.,  filled  three  appointments  over 
Sunday  very  acceptably.  So  far,  five  have  made 
the  good  confession. 

Dec.  1  Bro.  Crosswhite  returned  and  continued 
the  meetings  until  the  evening  of  the  8th,  when 
three  more  were  added  to  our  number.  Bro.  Cross- 
white  endeared  himself  to  the  people  here.  His 
earnest  appeals  brought  conviction  to  the  hearts  of 
many. 

During  our  meetings  brethren  D.  Bock,  P.  Houk, 
L.  T.  Holsinger,  and  Alfred  Brower  came  and 
cheered  us  with  their  presence  and  assistance.  Our 
elder,  Solomon  Blickenstaff,  of  Rossville,  Ind.,  was 
with  us,  also,  several  times.  Bro.  Crosswhite 
preached,  in  all,  thirty-five  sermons,  and  held  one 
children's  meeting.  Our  Thanksgiving  meeting 
was  a  success.  We  took  up  a  Thanksgiving  offer- 
ing amounting  to  S14.38.  A.  Clingenpeel. 
Dec.  o. 


ach  night  during  the 
5  meeting,  or  Bible 
ch  first  met  June  7,  1896,  has  grown  in 
;  are  glad  to  see  not  only  the  young, 
■  of  our  older  brethren  come  out  and 
ork.  May  many  more  awaken  to  the 
realization  that  there  is  something  for  each  child 
of  God  to  do  in  church  work.  At  the  close  of  the 
Sunday  school,  Nov.  29,  a  Bible  class  was  reorgan- 
ized for  the  winter  term.  We  use  the  Quarterlies, 
thereby  not  missing  any  of  the  lessons  through  the 
winter  months.  Rachel  A.  Pfoutz. 

Linwood,  Md.,  Dec.  p. 

From  the  North  Morrill  Church,  Brown  County,  Kans. 

We  are,  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  in  the  midst 
of  one  of  the  most  instructive  and  interesting  sea- 
sons of  worship  that  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  en- 
joy. 

The  Bible  Normal,  each  day,  conducted  by  Bro. 
S.  Z.  Sharp,  is  so  rich  in  instruction  that  we  are  un- 
able to  estimate,  and  to  convey  to  those  who  have 
never  been  able  to  enjoy  the  privileges  of  these  Bi- 
ble Terms,  that  are  being  held  all  over  the  Brother- 
hood, an  idea  of  their  value  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion. No  church  in  the  Brotherhood,  where  it  is 
at  all  possible,  can  afford  to  fail  to  hold  a  Bible 
Normal  at  various  times. 

In  the  evening  we  are  instructed  by  the  Bible 
Land  Talks,  by  Bro.  D.  L.  Miller.  These  illustrat- 
ed talks  cannot  fail  to  confirm  the  hearer  in  the 
truthfulness  of  the  Word  of  God.  We  were  made 
to  feel,— while  he  so  plainly  pointed  out  the  fulfill- 
mt  it  of  prophecies,  and  the  truthfulness  of  the 
staLements  of  the  Bible,  as  proven  by  the  many  liv- 
ing evidences,  found  in  the  East,  and  as  Bro.  Miller 
illustrates  them,— that,  if  there  be  any  doubtin 
Thomas  in  the  audience,  he  certainly,  like  the  one 
we  are  told  of  in  the  time  of  Christ,  will  believe 

T.  A.  ElSENBISE. 


Nov.  14  they  went  over  into  Green  River  Cove 
Polk  Co.,  N.  C.  (P.  O,  Fish  Top,  N.  C),  where 
they  held  meetings  for  nine  days.  They  preached 
seventeen  sermons.  Brethren  E.  J.  Bradley  and  J. 
W.  Kilpatrick  (local  preachers)  aided  in  the  serv- 
ices. They  also  held  a  love  feast  with  the  little 
band  of  faithful  workers.  Three  precious  souls 
added  to  the  believers  by  baptism,  while  oth- 
ers are  almost  persuaded.  One  more  said  he  ex- 
pected to  unite  with  the  church  soon.  One  sister 
was  anointed. 

They  then  went  down  to  the  Mill  Creek  church 
(P.  O.,  Clover,  N.  C),  where  Eld.  Bowman  preached 
five  sermons.  There  were  no  additions,  but  the 
church  was  much  encouraged.  I  was  an  attendant 
at  nearly  all  the  above  meetings. 


Clover.  Polk  Co.,  N.  C„  Dec.  5. 
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Notes  from  Florida. 


An 


'Hon 


of  trustees  to  the 
lomeless  "  will  be  held  in  the   Brethren's 
t  Manheim,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.   I,    18 
1.  M.,  to  which  ail  who  donated  Si  00  or  rr 
ivited  to  be  present,  and  cast  their  vote. 
Signed  in  behalf  of'the  committee. 

H.  E.  : 
Mountville,  Pa. 


Nov.  29  we  attended  the  Brethren's  Sunday 
school  at  the  Pine  Grove  church,  superintended  by 
Bro.  D.  E.  Stover. 

The  Sunday  school  was  followed  by  a  prayer 
meeting,  led  by  a  young  brother,  thirteen  years  of 
age.  After  that  a  Thanksgiving  offering  was  made, 
which  resulted  in  $12  to  the  Armenian  Orphanage, 
Si  to  Home  Mission  work,  and  Si  to  the  Washing- 
ton City  meetinghouse. 

Dec.  2  my  wife  was  taken  quite  ill,  and  was  con- 
fined to  her  bed  for  a  few  days.  She  is  now  much 
improved  and  able  to  be  out. 

Dec.  6  Eld.  E.  J.  Neher  and  wife  came  over  from 
Keuka.  We  had  preaching  both  morning  and  ev- 
ening.    In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  home   of 
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From  the  Pipe  Creek  Church,  Md. 

Since  our  last  report  three  of  our  Sunday  school 
scholars  have  been  added  to  the  fold  by  baptism. 
Dec.  1  Bro.  P.  S.  Miller,  of  Roanoke,  Va.,  preached 
for  us  in  the  morning  and  evening.  Dec.  5  we  held 
our  quarterly  council.  We  were  made  glad  to  have 
Bro.  D.  F.  Stouffer  visit  us,  and  give  some  good 
counsel.  All  business  was  disposed  of  pleasantly. 
One  dear  soul,  who  had  wandered  away,  was  again 
restored. 

Sunday  morning,  Dec.  6,  Bro.  Victor  Long,  of 
Fairplay,  Md.,  preached  to  a  large  congregation  in 
the  Pipe  Creek  church.  In  the  evening  he 
preached  in  the  Union  Bridge  church,  and  will  con- 


series  of  meetings  here 
xt  Sunday  (Dec.  13.)     We  will  begin  with  prayer 
meetings    for  about  three   days,  then   follow  with 
preaching, — perhaps   the   remainder   of    the    year. 
Jan.  1  we  will  hold  our  quarterly  council  and  Jan.  2 
we  will  hold  a  love  feast.     We  hope  to   have  some 
visiting  members  and  ministers  with  us  then. 
I  am  just  in  receipt  of  a  tetter  from  a  sister 
southern  part  of  this  State,  telling  of  good  pro 
pects  to  build  up  a  church  there.     I  would  be  gla 
to  hear  from  any  other  isolated  members   in  Flor 
da,  and,  if  possible,  I  will  render  them  assistance. 
C.  D.  Hylton. 
Hawthorn,  Fla,t  Dec.  7. 


the 


From  the  South. 


Eld.  Geo,  C.  Bowman,  of  Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  ar 
Eld.  S.  P.  Jones,  of  Brooklyn,  S.  C,  commenced 
series  of  meetings  at  Cross  Roads,  Henderson  C< 
N.  C.  (P.  O.,  Upward,  N.  C),  Nov.  6,  and  conti 
ued  nine  days.  They  preached  day  and  night, 
sixteen   sermons   in   all.     The  congregations  we 

small,  but   orderly  arid   attentive.    The    members  1  meeting.    Three  lette 
here  are  few  but  much  encouraged. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 

,  is  good  a 

Gilman,  Ind.— Two  more  were  received  in  the 
Killbuck  church,  Sunday,  Dec.  6,  by  baptism.  Bro. 
Henry  Frantz,  of  Forgy,  Ohio,  cannot  commence 
our  series  of  meetings  until  Dec.  29. — Henry  E. 
Millspaugh,  Dec.  8. 

Conway  Springs,  Kans.— Bro.  Thomas,  of  Iowa, 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  in  the  Slate  Creek 
church,  Dec.  5.  Weather  has  been  pleasant,  health 
good,  and  congregations  excellent,  so  far.  Every- 
thing seems  favorable  for  a  good  meeting.—/.  B, 
Thompson,  Dec.  8. 

Winchester,  Va. — Bro.  Victor  Long,  of  Fairplay, 
Md.,  held  a  series  of  meetings  from  Nov.  12  to  22. 
These  meetings  were  both  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive. The  attention  and  attendance  were  very  good. 
Although  we  cannot  report  any  accessions,  we  feel 
that  the  good  seed  was  sown.— Anna  Brown. 

Danville  Church,  Ohio.— Services  were  held  at 
our  North  Bend  house  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  The 
text  was,  "  Freely  ye  have  received;  freely  give." 
Hearts  and  pocket-books  were  opened,  We  raised 
S12.00  by  collection  for  general  missionary  purpos- 
es. The  services  were  conducted  by  the  home 
ministers. — C.J.  Workman. 

Yellow  River  Church,  Ind— This  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  Dec.  5.  Four  were  received  into 
the  church  by  letter,  and  one  reclaimed  on  that 
day.  We  held  a  Thanksgiving  meeting  Nov.  26. 
Bro.  Aaron  Mow  preached  a  very  interesting  ser- 
mon on  that  day.  A  collection  was  held  and  S8.17 
was  raised  for  missionary  work.— Alice  Yoder,  Bcur- 
don,  Ind.,  Dec.  S. 

Saginaw  Church,  Mich.— Nov.  7  Bro.  M.  M. 
Sherrick  came  to  us  and  began  a  series  of  meetings 
which  continued  until  Nov.  23.  One  soul  was  will- 
ing to  unite  with  us.  We  believe  our  meetings 
closed  too  soon.  We  had  good  interest  in  the 
meetings,  and  others  were  impressed  with  their  ou- 
i  m'ght  have  been  brought  into  the  fold,  had 
.  ...eetings  continued  longer.— John  E.  AHaiigli, 
Olney,  Mich.,  Dec.  8. 

Canton  Church,  Ohio.— The  home  ministers  con- 
ducted a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Center  meeting- 
house, assisted  by  Bro.  Samuel  Sprankle,  our  elder. 
The  meetings  commenced  Nov.  8,  and  continue" 
each  evening  (including  a  few  day  meetings)  up  ° 
the  evening  of  Nov.  29.  We  also  had  meetings  0 
the  evenings  of  Dec.  5  and  6.  Eleven,— all  young 
in  years— were  baptized,  and  three  were  reclaime  , 
making,  in  all,  fourteen  souls.— George  S.  W*"i 
Louisville,  Ohio. 

Old  Fields,  W.  Va.— Bro.  John  Baker,  of  Anb- 
och,  W.  Va.,  began  a  series  of  meetings  Oct.  i<). 
Pine  church,  preaching  each  evening  until  the  24  ' 
when  our  love  feast  passed  off  pleasantly,  ' 
Baker  officiating.  He  then  stayed  until  the  27^ 
We  had  no  additions,  but  we  think  some  good 
lasting  impressions  were  made.  Dec.  5  w  ^ 
"      Not  much  business   came  before : 

s  of  membership  were  g«nl 
ei.—Atlhur  W,  Arnold, 
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Pine  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  Daniel  Wysong, 
of  Nappanee,  Ind-  began  preaching  here  on  the  ev- 
ening of  Nov.  21  and  continued  until  Dec.  6. 
There  were  no  immediate  accessions,  but  there  was 
seed  sown  and  impressions  made,  which,  we  hope, 
will  bring  forth  fruit  in  the  near  future.— Etta  Har- 
baugk,  Teegarden,  Ind.,  Dec.  8. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.— Two  weeks  ago  we  opened 
a  mission  Sunday  school  at  2610  West  Lehigh  Ave. 
Already  about  sixty  are  enrolled  in  the  school 
Bro.  J.  W.  Cline,  formerly  from  Virginia,  superin- 
tends the  work.  A  warm,  earnest  feeling  is  manifest 
in  our  church.  Precious  ones  are  coming  home  to 
their  Savior.  Bro.  D.  F.  Stouffer,  of  Maryland, 
will  conduct  a  series  of  meetings  for  us  in  January. 
T.  T.  Myers,  Dec.  8. 

Belleville  Church,  Kans.— The  church  met  in 
quarterly  council  at  this  place  Nov.  5.  Our  elder 
being  absent,  Bro.  J.  Z.  Gilbert  took  charge  of  the 
meeting.  Among  the  business  transacted  was  the 
electing  of  our  Sunday  school  officers  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Bro.  C.  F.  Dagget  was  again  elected  Sup- 
erintendent. Bro.  C.  H.  Brown  is  conducting  a  se- 
ries of  meetings  at  present.  One  has  been  added  to 
the  church  by  baptism  since  our  last  report  and  one 
by  letter. — Louisa  J.  Williams,  Dec.  7. 

Welsh  Run,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.— Bro.  Silas  Hoov- 
er came  to  the  Welsh  Run  meetinghouse  Nov.  21, 
and  preached  till  Dec.  4.  The  large  stone  house 
was  full  of  attentive  hearers.  Bro.  Hoover  held 
forth  the  Word  with  power.  As  a  result,  thirty- 
two  were  taken  into  the  church,  with  two  more  ap- 
plicants for  baptism,  and  a  number  are  counting 
the  cost.  The  meetings  closed  with  good  interest. 
The  congregation  at  baptism  was  the  largest  ever 
known.  A  friend  estimated  it  at  eight  hundred.— 
—  David  Winger. 

Wabash,  Ind.— The  Wabash  church  held  their 
quarterly  meeting  Dec.  3,  at  1  P.  M.  All  business 
before  the  meeting  was  pleasantly  disposed  of. 
One  letter  of  membership  was  given  to  a  brother 
moving  away.  A  few  of  the  members  were  not 
permitted  to  attend  the  meeting,  on  account  of 
sickness.  The  quarterly  contributions  of  the  home 
treasury  were  also  received.  Our  Sunday  school 
has  closed  for  a  few  months,  but  will  open  again  in 
the  spring,  with  renewed  zeal,  the  Lord  willing.— 
Kiltie  Hursh,  Dec.  8. 

Dry  Fork  Church,  Mo.— On  Saturday,  Dec.  5, 
our  elder,  Bro.  William  Harvey,  Bro.  D.  W.  Teeter, 
and  others,  drove  out  to  Mr.  Ream's,  about  eigh- 
teen miles  northwest  of  this  place.  Mr.  Ream's 
mother  is  a  member  of  the  Brethren  church,  and,  as 
she  is  not  able  to  attend  church  elsewhere,  it  was 
decided  to  hold  some  meetings  at  our  friend's 
house.  The  Brethren  give  us  three  very  interest- 
ing sermons.  We  were  well  entertained  by  our 
friend  and  family.  Monday  morning  we  returned. 
It  was  an  enjoyable  trip.— Leslie  P.  Dunning,  Jasper, 
Mo.,  Dec.  p. 

Peabody,  Kans.— We  have  just  closed  an  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  Peter 
Whitmer,  of  Hamlin,  Kans.  He  came  to  us  Nov. 
'8,  and  labored  till  the  28th,  preaching,  in  all,  four- 
teen good,  practical  sermons.  While  there  were  no 
additions,  we  hope  the  good  seed  sown  will  bring 
°rth  fruit  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God.  Our 
ove  feast  was  Oct.  to.  Bro.  Manon  officiated. 
.  ro-  S.  Z.  Sharp  conducted  a  short  series  of  meet- 
lngs,  but,  on  account  of  diphtheria  being  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  meetings  had  to  close.— Katie 
y»st,  Dec.  5. 

.  Oourter,  Ind.— Last  night,  Dec.  7,  closed  a  very 
interesting  series  of  meetings  at  our  Courter  house. 

™_Dorsey  Hodgden,  of  Huntington,  Ind.,  came  to 
"s  N°v.  14,  and  began  meetings  on  that  evening. 

e  held  forth  the  Truth  with  much  earnestness 
ind  zeal,  preaching,  in  all,  thirty-two  soul-reviving 
:*™>ons.     Bro     Hodgden    was    called    home    on 

nanksgiving  Day  to  preach  a  funeral  and  Bro.  Jer. 

^"mp  filled  his  place  morning  and  evening.    Elev- 

Precious    souls   returned  to  Christ,— all   young 
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Eel  River  Church,  Ind.— Our 


series  of  meeting! 


at  our  east  house,  conducted  by  Bro.  I.  J.  Rosenber 
ger,  closed  last  night,  with  six  additions  by  confe 
sion  and  baptism,  and  one  reclaimed, 
ly  afflicted  with  a  severe  carbuncle  v 
few  of  th 


Being  great- 
enjoyed  but 
services.  Our  brother  worked  hard  and 
in  his  usual  earnest  way.  To-night  Bro.  W.  R. 
Deeter  will  begin  a  series  of  meetings  at  our  west 
house.— C.  C.Arnold,  Dec.  5. 

Kansas  Center  Church,  Kans.— Eld  J  D  Tros- 
tle  came  to  us  Nov.  .5,  and  remained  two  weeks, 
preaching  for  us,  assisting  in  social  meetings,  and 
encouraging  us  in  many  ways  while  with  us  Sure- 
ly we  felt  that  a  father  in  Israel  was  with  us. 
Though  he  has  passed  his  threescore  years  and  ten, 
yet  he  is  spiritually  strong  and  labors  earnestly  in' 
defense  of  the  Gospel.  We  thank  the  Lord  for  his 
visit  among  us.— Sadie  Dresher,  Lyons,  Kans. 

Indian  Creek  Church,  Iowa.— Dec.  5  was  our 
quarterly  council.  Our  elder,  R.  F.  McCune,  of 
Dallas  Center,  was  present  and  presided.  Five  let- 
ters of  membership  were  granted,  among  them  was 
one  to  one  of  our  ministers,— Bro.  G.  W.  Gibson  — 
who  is  expecting  to  move  to  Illinois  in  the  spring. 
We  regret  to  see  him  go,  as  his  labors  in  the  minis- 
try are  much  appreciated.  It  was  decided  to  still 
continue  the  meetings  on  Sunday  evenings,  in  Max- 
well, for  an  indefinite  time.  The  Sunday  following 
the  council,  Bro.  McCune  preached  for  us  in  the 
evening.— Nora  Flora,  Maxwell,  Iowa,  Dec.  7. 

Fostoria,  Ohio.— Our  Mission  Sunday  school  is 
growing  with  good  interest.  We  have  Sunday 
school  every  Sunday  afternoon,  and  preaching  each 
alternate  Sunday.  While  the  work  here  is  in  its  in- 
fancy, we  find  much  to  encourage  us  in  the  good 
cause.  There  are  many 
true  light  of  the  Gospel 
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)us  souls  seeking  the 
■  tracts  are  one  of  the 
spreading  the  Word  of  God. 
ore  tracts,  saying,  "  We  look 
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-cheering   sermons. — Addie  F. 
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afe,   on 
nproving  slow- 


aching  every 
On  Thanks- 


Monocacy  Church,  Md.-Nov.  26  we  met  at  the 
Ridge  house,  for  public  worship,  after  which  we 
had  a  good  talk  by  brethren  I.  S.  Weybright  and 
F.  C.  Renner,  with  closing  remarks  by  our  elder, 
D.  R.  Saylor.  We  took  up  a  collection  for  the  Ar- 
menian Orphan  Fund,  Asia  Minor,  amounting  to 
S9.23.  Bro.  T.  J.  Kolb  has  gone  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland,  to  labor  for  the  Brethren  at 
their  feasts,  Nov.  19  and  24.  He  was  taken  sick  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  23,  and  was  not  able  to  be  at 
their  feast,  Nov.  24.  He  arrived  home 
Thanksgiving  morning,  and  is  now  i 
ly.— Samuel  Weybright,  Nov.  jo. 

Wooster  Church,  Ohio. -We  have  just  closed  a 
very  interesting  series  of  meetings,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  our  esteemed  brother,  E.  Loomis.  Our 
meetings  commenced  Nov.  14,  and  continued  till 
Sunday  evening,  Der.  6.  We  had 
evening,  besides  a  few  day  meeting 
giving  Day  we  had  a  good  meeti 
last  meeting  for  Bro.  D.  M.  Brubaker  and  fami- 
ly to  be  with  us,  as  they  left  for  Williamsport,  Ind 
which  church  Bro.  Brubaker  is  to  take  charge  of'. 
We  pray  God's  blessing  to  rest  on  them.  Sister 
Jennie  Culler  left  at  the  same  time,  to  go  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  Indiana,  to  teach  singing  in  the  Breth- 
ren churches.  May  the  Lord  bless  her  in  her 
work!  Five  dear  souls  were  added  to  the  church 
by  baptism—  Maria  Rankle,  Wcilcrsville,  Ohio 
Dec.  7. 

Ridgely,  Md.  -Our  love  feast  occurred  Nov.  24. 
Bro.  Rairigh,  who  moved  here  from  Johnstown,  of- 
ficiated at  our  feast.  One  soul  was  received  by 
baptism.  The  house  was  well  filled,  and  the  audi- 
ence well  entertained  by  our  ministers  and  others. 
Among  those  present  was  Eld.  Henry  Price.  Bro, 
T.  J.  Kolb,  who  aimed  to  be  with  us,  got  only  as 
far  as  B.  B.  Brumbaugh's  the  day  before  our  feast, 
— d  there  took  very  sick,  so  he  could  not  enjoy  our 


Dayton,  Ohio.— The  members  of  the  West  Day- 
ton church  met  in  council  Nov.  10,  at  7:  30.  Bro, 
W.  I.  T.  Hoover  was  advanced  to  the  second  de- 
gree of  the  ministry  and  was  properly  installed  in- 
to his  office  by  Eld.  John  Smith,  in  the  presence  of 
a  large  audience  of  our  members.  May  God's 
richest  blessing  attend  him  and  his  wife  in  their  im- 
portant work!  Bro,  H.  C.  Butterbaugh  has  moved 
out  of  our  congregation,  thus  necessitating  the 
election  of  a  treasurer,  trustee,  and  a  clerk.  Bro. 
Samuel  Bock  was  chosen  treasurer;  Bro.  Samuel  D. 
Musselman,  Trustee;  Bro.  W.  D.  Long,  Clerk  — 
Elmer  Wombold,  17  Farley  St.,  Dec.  7. 
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after  night,  to  large  and  attentive  con; 
Eight  were  baptized,  and  much  good  was  done. 
During  this  time  we  had  several  day  meetings;  also 
preaching  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  at  which  a  collec- 
tion was  taken  for  missionary  work.  At  our  quar- 
terly council  all  business  passed  off  pleasantly. 
Our  meeting  closed  Dec.  9, — Mattie  Welly,  Dec.  0. 

Sangersville,  Va. — Bro.  H.  C.  Early  began 
preaching  in  the  Sangersville  church  Nov.  22,  and 
continued  until  Dec.  6,  giving  us,  in  all,  eighteen 
sermons,  including  one  sermon  on  Thanksgiving 
Day.  He  had  the  attention  and  interest  of  large 
crowds.  Our  house,  40  by  60, — was  well  filled, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions.  During  the  meetings 
we  had  seven  additions  by  baptism  and  one  that 
had  strayed  away,  returned  to  the  fold.  Last  Fri- 
day (Dec.  4)  was  the  day  for  our  regular  quarterly 
council.  Quite  an  amount  of  business  was  transact- 
ed with  seeming  satisfaction.  Next  Sunday  night 
we  will  organize  a  Bible   class.     Our  collection   on 
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Others    were     almost     persuaded.— Dora    Thanksgiving  Day,  for  mission  work,  resulted 


'««,  Demer,  Ind,,  Dec.  8. 


raising  S18.30,— A.  A.  Miller,  Dec.  7. 
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D.  B.  Stager,  Dec.  1. 

Lower  Miami  Church,  Ohio.— Our  quarterly  coun- 
cil convened  Dec.  3.  Considerable  business  was 
transacted,  we  trust,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God 
and  for  the  good  of  his  children.  Since  our  last  re- 
port we  held  our  Communion,  which  was  well  at- 
tended and  an  enjoyable  occasion.  Bro.  Daniel 
Vaniman  came  to  us  unexpectedly  and  gave  us  one 
of  his  "awakening"  sermons  during  the  afternoon 
preceding  the  lovefeast.  Bro.  Geo.  L.  Studebaker 
held  a  series  of  meetings  of  nearly  two  weeks'  du- 
ration, previous  to  the  lovefeast.  The  Word  was 
ably  handled  and  energetically  presented,  resulting 
in  three  being  added  to  the  fold  of  God.  Our  se- 
ries of  meetings  for  1897  was  appointed  to  begin 
Oct.  26.  Bro.  Jacob  Huffer  was  selected  to  canvass 
this  congregation  to  secure  money  for  the  intended 
Washington  churchhouse.  — /.  0.  Garst,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Dec.  $. 

Eglon,  W.  Va.— Nov.  26  we  assembled  at  Maple 
Spring  for  a  Thanksgiving  meeting.  Brethren  Jo- 
nas and  Moses  Fike  addressed  us,  after  which  a 
Thanksgiving  offering  was  made.  The  Smyrna 
Orphanage,  the  General  Mission,  and  the  Home 
Mission  were  remembered.  Our  collection  amount- 
ed to  819.60,  in  all.     We  had  good  meetings,  both 
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and  for  deacons  brethren  Seymore  Hamstead,  Silas 
R.  Fike,  and  D.  G.  Judy.  The  installation  will  not 
take  place  until  our  series  of  meetings,  which  will 
begin  Dec.  12,  when  we  expect  Bro.  G.  S.  Arnold 
to  be  with  us.  In  the  evening  we  had  preaching  by 
Bro.  Aaron  Fike,  and  the  next  morning  Sunday 
school  and  preaching. — Rachel  Weimer,  Dec.  7. 
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Johnsville,  Md.-Eld.  0.  V.  Long, 
of  Abbottstown,  Pa.,  came  to  us  Nov. 
17.  He  stayed  with  us  two  weeks  and 
preached  fifteen  sermons.  He  spoke 
feelingly  and  with  power.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Beaver  Dam  church  feel 
much  encouraged  by  these  meetings. 
Six  united  with  the  church, -five  by 
baptism  and  one  reclaimed—  Geo.  K. 
Sapping/on,  Dec.  1. 

Laplace,  111— The  members  of  the 
Okaw  church  met  in  quarterly  councd 
Dec.  3.  Much  business  came  before 
the  meeting,  but  all  was  disposed  of  in 
love.  One  was  received  by  letter. 
The  church  agreed  to  have  a  Bible 
school  sometime  during  the  winter. 
Bro.  Henry  Frantz,  from  Ohio,  com- 
menced a  series  ot  meetings  here  Nov. 
28.— E.  F.  Wolfe,  Dec.  5. 

East  McPherson  Church,  Kans.  — 
Bro.  Aaron  Sollenberger,  of  Beatrice, 
Nebr.,  came  to  us  and  began  a  series 
of  meetings  Nov.  14.  He  remained 
with  us  two  weeks,  faithfully  holding 
forth  the  Word  of  Truth.  The  weath- 
er being  unfavorable,  a  greater  part  of 
the  time,  caused  small  congregations. 
But  notwithstanding  all  we  had  a  good 
meeting.  —  /.  P.  Pulerbaugh,  Calm, 
Kans.,  Dec.  J. 

Middletown,  Ind..—  Our  meeting  was 
at  the  old  church  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
November.  Bro.  D.  F.  Hoover  gave 
us  a  good  sermon.  On  Saturday,  Dec. 
26,  is  our  council  meeting.  Bio.  Wike, 
from  the  Buck  Creek  church,  preached 
for  us  to-day  and  to-night,  as  Bro. 
Hoover  could  not  be  here.  He  spoke 
so  plainly  that  even  a  little  child  could 
understand  him.  We  were  glad  to 
have  him  with  us.— Florida  J '.  h.  Green, 
Dec.  6. 

Grenola,  Kans.  —  The  members  ol 
this  church  assembled  for  services  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  desiring  to  express 
the  gratitude  of  our  hearts  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  many  blessings  bestowed 
upon  us  during  our  past  lives.  The 
meeting  was  conducted  by  Bro.  W.  B. 
Sell,  assisted  by  Bro.  Ulery  and  other 
brethren.  Before  closing  the  meeting 
a  collection  of  ten  dollars  was  taken, 
as  a  Thanksgiving  offering  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Brethren's  Orphanage  in 
Smyrna. — Clias.  Gobble. 

Notice.— The  Ministerial  Meeting  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  again  decided  to 
have  a  Synoptical  Report  of  the  meet- 
ing published,  like  the  previous  ye 
The  clerk  has  been  instructed  to  g 
this  notice  through  the  Gospel  M 
senger.  The  Reports  are  to  be  si 
at  five  cents  each.  All  orders  are 
be  sent  to  the  undersigned.  The  Re- 
ports will  be  ready  till  Christmas,  or  a 
little  belore.  Send  in  your  orders 
promptly.  Postage  is  prepaid.—  Geo. 
Buclur,  Mechanics  Grove,  Lancaster  Co., 
Pa. 

Wakarusa,  Ind.— The  home  minis- 
ters ol  the  Baugo  church  closed  a  short 
series  of  meetings  on  Thanksg 
evening  in  Wakarusa.  The  interest  at 
both  our  houses  of  worship  seems  to 
be  steadily  growing.  Both  our  Sunday 
schools  for  the  first  time  continue 
through  the  winter.  We  have  one  Sun- 
day school  each  Sunday  forenoon  and 
one  each  Sunday  evening  before 
preaching.  Never  before  have  so  many 
members  taken  an  active  part  in  Sunday 
school  work.  We  use  the  Brethren's 
Quarterlies. — Christian  Metzler,  Dec.  5. 


Salem,  Oregon— On  Thanksgiving 
Day  nearly  all  the  members  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Bethel  house  and  some  of 
our  neighbors  met  at  1 1  A  M.  for  wor- 
hip.  Bro.  J.  B.  Early  appropriately 
ddressed  the  meeting  on  the  subject 
,f  "Thanksgiving."  We  took  up  a  col- 
lection of  S3.54  for  missions.  After 
dinner  we  had  a  social  Thanksgiving 
prayer  meeting.  A  number  of  short 
addresses    and 
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;  a  profitable  meeting.  A  good 
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jro.  John  M. 
3  months  and  19  day 
fflicted   with  cancel 
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H.  L.  Hastings,  Boston,  Mass.,  is  publishing 
a  i|uarterly,  for  50  cents  a  year,  that  contains 
no  small  amount  of  the  very  best  of  thoughts. 
No.  2,  for  this  year,  is  devoted  to  The  Theater, 
and  handles  that  subject  in  a  way  that  will  cer- 
tainly do  good.  It  is  alarming  to  what  extent 
theater  going  is  interfering  with  the  churches 
in  our  large  cities. 


The  New  Christian  Quarterly  for  October 
has  just  reached  our  desk.  The  fine  make-up 
of  the  publication  always  commends  it  at  first 
sight.  The  first  article,  "The  Mosaic  Author- 
ship of  the  Pentateuch,"  by  J.  W.  McGarvey, 
is  probably  worth  the  price  (50  cents-)  of  this 
number  of  the  magazine.  No  one  can  read 
what  the  gifted  author  says  without  being  con- 
vinced that  the  man  understands  his  subject, 
and  knows  how  to  handle  it.  Heretofore  the 
Quarterly  has  been  edited  and  published  by  J. 
5.  Garrison,  St.  Louis,  but  after  this  it  is  to  be 
edited  by  Dr.  W.  T.  Moore,  Dean  of  the  Bible 
College,  Columbia,  Mo.  We  are  assured  that 
the  journal  is  to  lose  nothing  by  the  Chang, 
editorship.  Dr.  Moore  is  a  gifted  writer,  and 
a  man  of  wide  experience  in  editorial  work. 


The  Standard  Eclectic  Sunday  School  Com 

mentary,  by  E.  B.  Wakefield  and  J.  W.  Mo 

ey,  for    1897,   Standard    Publishing    Co., 

nnati,  Ohio,  publishers,  is  probably  one  of 

inest  works,  of  its  kind,  now  before  the 

public.     The  print  is  excellent,  and  the  black- 

loard  hints  and  illustrations  can  hardly  be  ex- 

elled.    It  contains  a  brief  life  of  St.  Paul,  a 

elf-pronouncing  dictionary  of  the  names  oc- 

:urring  in  the  lessons,  various  hints,  explana- 

10ns,  maps,  illustrations,  and  other  practical 

helps  that  will  not  fail  to  greatly  interest  and 

;t  the  Bible  student.    The  book  contains 

ly  300  pages,  is  bound  in  limp  cloth, 


David  united  with  the  church  at  the  ag 

--  John  a,  the  age  of  eighteen  a.  M 

■--  -chool.    Both  re 


KIMMEL.- 


,  by  Eld.  J.  H, 
S.  Young  and 
L.  H.  Eby. 
eh,  II 
aged  59 

and  diabetes  for 


fatal, 


n  September, 

o""a  wife  and  seven  children  (all  grown 

one)  are  left.    Funeral  services  conducted 

by  Bro.  Henry  Lilligh.  assisted  by  O.  Z.  Hicks 

id  Daniel  Ulery.  from  Rev.  14:  "3. 

D.  Z.  Angle 

ELLER.-Near  Arcadia,  Ind.,  Oct.  7,  18 
Andrew  Eller,  aged  77  years,  5  m0"*s.^n^* 


/ith  the  Old 


Ord 


earnest  worke; 
.  of  the  Brethren  church.  Funeral  serv- 
conducted  by  Eld.  John  Gasho,  from  Matt 
2_44.  Zeruah  C.  Hill. 

/ille  church,  Ind., 
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may  be  had  for  75  cents 
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The 
lluable 
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SHIVELY  —  RUNS.  —  At  Cerrogordo,  111., 
ov.  22,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Bro.  Andrew 
Shively   and  sister    Mary    Runs,  both  of  the 
above-named  place.  A.  L.  BlNGAMAN. 

HOSTETLER  — MEYERS.— At  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents,  Wm.  S.  Meyers,  in  the 
bounds  of  the  Middle  Creek  church,  Pa„  Nov. 
26,  1896,  by  the  undersigned,  Jacob  W.  Hostet- 
ler,  of  Somerset  borough,  and  sister  Annie  E. 
Meyers,  of  Milford  Township. 

U.  D.  Braucher. 
KANTNER  —  LOHR— At  Walnut  Grove, 
Pa.,  Dec.  3,  1806,  by  the  undersigned,  Jo 
Kantner  and  sister  Sadie  Lohr.    J.  F.  DIE' 


MOORE.-Intbe-L 
Oct.  30,  1896,  Bro.  N 
about  3S  years.  He 
and  leaves  a  widow  and  two  sons. 

D.  B.  Gar 

HECKARD.  —  In  the  Landessville  church, 
Grant  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  9,  1806,  sister  Lydi 
Heckard,  aged  18  years,  2  months  and  14  day! 
She  was  the  oldest  child  of  friend  Solomon  an 
sister  Mary  Heckard.  D.  B.  Garber. 

METZGER.  —  In  the  Bear  Creek  church, 
Ohio,  Oct.  10,  1S96,  of  diphtheria,  Ira  Sylvester 
Metzger.  son  of  Bro.  Samuel  and  sister  Metz- 
ger,  aged  12  years,  I  month  and  II  days.  Fu- 
neral services  by  Eld.  John  Smith  and  Bro.  J. 
W.  Beeghly,  from  2  Sam.  12:  19. 

Josiah  Eby. 

NEFF— In  the  Bear  Creek  church,  Mont- 

gomery  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  25,  1896,  of  diphtheria, 

Margaret  Barbara  Neff,  daughter  of  Bro.  Peter 

and  sister  Sarah  Neff,  aged  4  years,  I  month 

and  28  days.     Funeral  services  by  Eld.  John 

Smith  and  Bro.  J.  W.  Beeghly,  from  2  Sam. 

12:  19.  Josiah  Eby. 

NEIKERK— In  the  Back  Creek  church,  Pa  , 

ov.  25,  1896,  Rboda  C,  daughter  of  Bro  Dan- 

1  and  Elmira  Neikerk,  aged  12  years,  6  months 

id  20  days.    Rhoda  was  sick  tivo  weeks  with 

diphtheria  and  had  to  be  buried  the  same  day 

of  her  death.    Services  by  Bro.  J.  A.  Long  and 

the  writer.  John  Lehner. 

BUCKMASTER  —  In  the.  Fairview  church, 
Iowa,  Oct.  2,  1896,  sister  Sarah  Alice  Buckmas- 
ter,  nee  Jennings,  aged  32  years,  II  months  and 
4  days.  She  was  born  in  Appanoose  County, 
Iowa,  where  she  spent  her  early  life.  March 
22,  1883,  she  married  Geo.  W.  Buckmaster. 
They  moved  to  Kansas,  and  then  to  Arkansas, 
where  she  lived  till  a  few  months  prior  to  her 
death.  She  became  a  member  of  the  church 
in  the  fall  of  1879,  under  the  labors  of  Bro.  D. 
B.  Gibson.  She  remained  a  loyal  member  till 
she  joined  the  church  triumphant.  She  called 
for  the  elders  of  the  church  and  on  Friday, 
Sept.  29,  was  anointed.  Sunday  afternoon  she 
passed  away.  She  leaves  a  husband,  two  sons 
daughters.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  O.  W.  Leavell,  assisted  by  H.  A. 
Whisler,  from  Isa.  26:  3.    Myrta  Leavell. 

WOLFORD.— In  the  Tear  Coat  church,  W. 
Va.,  Oct.  30,  1896,  after  ten  days'  suffering 
from  pneumonia,  sister  Elizabeth  Wolford 
aged  about  75  years.  Sister  Woltord  was  2 
consistent  member  of  the  Brethren  church  foi 
a  number  ot  years.  She  leaves  one  sister  and 
seven  children.  Her  husband  preceded  h 
the  spirit  land  three  months  ago. 

Maggie  E.  Flos 


GISH.— In  the  Panther  Creek  church,  Roa 

;ke,  111.,  Nov.  7,  1896,  Sarah  Jane  Gish,  aged 
67  years  and  3  months.  She  was  the  wife  0( 
Eld.  George  W.  Gish,  who  preceded  her  to  the 
:  world  over  two  years  ago.  Sister  Gish 
moved  to  Woodford  County,  with  her  husband 
early  day,  and  was  one  of  the  first  to  be 
baptized  in  this  part  of  the  country.    She  was 

noble  Christian  woman,  and  did  her  part  in 
helping  to  build  up  the  church  ir 
West.    She  was  the   mothe 
children,  eleven  of  whom  are  nov 
death  resulted  from  heart  disease 
iick  only  a  few  minutes.    Her 
laid  to  rest  in  the  Brethren's  c 
rest  so  many  of  the  faithful  . 
?one  before.  Maggie  Polhem 

WEAVER— In  the  North  Manchester  con- 
gregation,  Ind.,  Nov.  6,  1896,  Daniel  M.  Weav- 
er, son  of  Samuel  P.  and  Eliza  Weaver,  aged 
24  years,  2  months  and  27  days.  Deceased  was 
born  in  Johnson  County,  Mo.,  Aug.  11,  1872 
In  early  life  be  gave  his  heart  to  God  and  unit- 
ed  with  the  Brethren  church.  He  remained 
faithful  until  called  to  join  the  angelic  throng 
in  heaven.  Sept.  16,  1896,  he  and  his  sister 
left  their  home  in  Ottawa,  Kans.,  and  came  to 
North  Manchester,  Ind.,  expecting  to  remain 
some  time  with  relatives.  He  was  the  first  of 
a  family  of  twelve  children  to  be  called  to  the 
spirit  land.  He  requested  to  be  anointed,  but 
before  the  brethren  reached  his  bedside  his 
spirit  had  gone  to  God  who  gave  it.  Funeral 
services  conducted  by  brethren  L.  H.  Eby  and 
Isaac  Miller,  at  the  Brethren  church,  two  miles 
west  of  Noith  Manchester.  Interment  in  the 
cemetery  adjoining.  Sarah  E.  Miller, 


MOTTOO— In  the  Fairview  church,  Iowa, 
Aug.  22,  1896,  of  asthma,  sister  Susannah  Mot- 

ged  76  years,  8  months  and  1  day.  Sister 
Mottoo  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Brethren 
church,  of  which  she  had  been  a  member  for  a 
number  of  years.  She  leaves  several  children 
to  follow  her  to  the  spirit  world.  Funeral  serv- 
ices were  conducted  by  Eld.  Martin  Replogle, 
assisted  by  Bro.  Willie  Krewson  and  Orlando 
Ogden.    Text,  1  Cor.  15.    Myrta  Leavell. 

BLASEUS— In  the  English  Prairie  church, 
Ind.,  Nov.  14,  1896,  sister  Mary  Blaseus,  aged 
81  years,  II  months  and  11  days.  Deceased 
was  born  Dec.  3,  1814,  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Valentine  Bla- 
seus, Nov.  li,  1834.  To  their  union  were  born 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  one 
son  and  one  daughter  preceded  their  parents. 
Funeral  occasion  improved  by  brethren  John 
H.  Wright  and  Samuel  Phiels.    Text,  2  Sam. 

4.  John  Long. 


TRIBE.— At  Deep  River,  Io 


the  1 


and  Mrs.  Gillasbee, 
y  Ann  Tribe,  of  Iowa 
/•ears,  10  months  and  13 
lid  for  seven  years,  and 
ir  years  confined  to  her  bed 
as  a  member  of  the  Method- 
early  life.  Funeral  services 
sted  by  Bro.  Isaac  Barnhizer, 
G.  W.  Hopwood. 
THOMAS— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church, 
Va.,  Nov.  23,  1896,  of  membranous  croup,  Len- 
na  E.  Thomas,  daughter  of  Bro.  Henry  and 
Bettie  Thomas,  aged  9  months  and  17  d»ySi 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  Jacob  Thomas 
and  H.  C.  Early.  M.  B.  Miller. 

MILLER.— In  the  Beaver  Creek  church, 
Va„  Oct.  10,  1896,  of  diphtheria,  Esther  (~, 
of  G.  E.  and  sister  Mary  A.  Mill" 
mas),  aged  2  years,  7  months  and  17 
days.  Funeral  services  by  brethren  w.  c 
Yount  and  H.G.Miller.  M.B.  MH.LCT- 

SCHULTZ.-Near  Clay  Hill,  Pa.,  Nov.  27. 
1896,  Bro.  Levi  Schultz,  aged  53  years,4  mont» 
and  9  days.  Bro.  Lev,  was  a  fine  brother,  'ov« 
by  many,  which  was  attested  to  on  the  day 
the  funeral,  in  that  the  large  church  at  Brc"v" 
*,i:n ._.. 11  .~  ~~~,  -11  tlip  oeople.    n 
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WERKING.  —  In  the  North  Manchester 
church,  Ind.,  Sept.  5,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever, 
Bro.  David,  eldest  son  of  Bro.  Jacob  and  sister 
Susan  Werking,  aged  32  years,  7  months  and  3 


He 


Funeral  occasion  improved  from  John  16:  33 
and  Rev.  2:  17,  by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Eld. 
Isaac  Miller.  L.  H,  Eby. 


BYERLY.  — At  Centerview,   Mo.,  Oct.    n, 
i8q6,  Delila  Byerly,  aged  79  years  and  1 1  days. 
Deceased  was  born    in  Rockingham  County, 
and  in  her  eighteenth  year  was  united  in 
riage  to  Eld.  Benjamim  Byerly.     She  unit- 
/ith  the  Brethren   church   in  her  twenty- 
third  year,  and  remained  steadfast  in  the  faith 
until   death.      Her  maiden   name  was  Wise. 
She  was  the  mother  of  nine  children.     Four 
children  and  her  husband  preceded  her  to  the 
spirit  world.     One  week  before  her  death  she 
called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed, 
neral  services  by  Bro.  Daniel  Mohler. 

Martha  E,  McVi 


Mill 

sick  only  on 

by  the  writ 
Koontz,  from  Ni 


t  all  the  people. 
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sorrow- 
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10  last  clause. 

Wm.  A.  ANTHONY- 
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GRIFFITH.— In  the  Bethel  church,  Nebi 
Nov.  13,  1896,  Bro.  Andrew  Griffith,  aged  66 
years,  8  months  and  9  days.  Bro.  Griffith  wa 
born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  In  1839  he  wa 
united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Judy.  D< 
ceased  united  with  the  church  about  eightee 
years  ago,  and  lived  a  faithful  life.  A  mothe 
four  daughters  and  two  sons  are  left.  Funeral 
services  by  Bro.  D.  M.  Fike. 

Clara  Hochstedler. 

KUNKLE.— At  their  home  near  Bartonia, 
Randolph  Co.,  Ind.,  Nov.  10,  1896,  Mariam 
Kunkle,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Mikesell, 
aged  72  years,  7  months  and  16  days.  De- 
ceased was  born  in  Darke  County,  Ohio.  She 
was  united  in  marriage  to  David  Kunkle, 
March  13,  1845.  T°  *h's  union  were  born  sev- 
en children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  Foui 
sons  and  one  daughter  preceded  her.  She 
united  with  the  German  Baptist  church,  Aug. 
10,  1862,  to  which  she  was  faithful  until  hci 
death.  Funeral  services  at  Bartonia  by  Eld 
Jesse  Stutzman,  of  Pitsburg,  Ohio. 

W.K.Simmons. 

ROOT.— At  the  home  of  her  father,  David 
,  Zuck,  near  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  Nov. 
I06,  of  consumption,  after  an  illness  of  m 
months,  Mrs.  Timothy  H.  Root.     Orpha  May 
Zuck  was  born  in  Bourbon  County,  Kans  , 
21,  1874,  where  her  girlhood  days  were  s 
Jan.    13,  1894  she  was  married  to  Timothy  H. 
Root,  at  Wilcox,  Nebr.    About  June  1, 
she  came  with  her  husband  to  Dallas  Center, 
Iowa,  where  they  have  lived  to  the  time  of  h> 
decease.    She  leaves  a  husband,  and  one  child 
(sixteen   months   old).      The  funeral  ser 
were  held  in  the  Brethren  church,  conducted 
by  Mr.  L.  M.  Beebe  (Presbyterian  mini 
assisted  by  the  writer.  B.  F.  Mill 

SAGE.— In  Hancock  County,  Iowa,  Nov.  16, 
1896,  Georgie  Thomas  Sage,  aged  3  years, 
months  and  15  days.     Funeral  services  by  B 
W.  W.  Eikenberry,  from  Ps.  103:  15. 

L.  A.  Eikenberry 

BAHNY.— In  the  Okaw  church,  111.,  Nov.: 
1896,  sister  Mary  Bahny  {nee  Funk),  aged  40 
years,  2  months  and  5  days.     After  two  week 
of  suffering  she  quietly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus 
She  was  the  mother  of  twelve  children.    He 
husband  and  two  children  preceded  her  to  th 
spirit  world.     Just  previous   to  her  death  sin 
had  nursed  six  of  the  children,  as  only  a  loving 
mother  could,  through  a  severe  attack  of  ty- 
phoid fever.     As  they  have  no  home  the  kind 
brethren  and  sisters   will    provide   homes 
;  by  J.  Arnold  and  H 
E.  F.  Wolfe 


►  ♦  ADVERTISEMENTS  ♦  < 

Rates  per  Inch, 


1897 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly 
larged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fan 
l!y.    Send  ten  cents  for  a  copy,  or,  bettei 
yet,  send  $1.50  for  the  Gospel  Mi 


ger  from  r 
the  Almanac 


>  the  end  of  1897,  and  ; 


FREE. 


+  9a 


We  also  offer  liberal  inducements  to 
who  are  prepared  to  push  the  sale  of 
manac.    Write  usl 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  111. 


815 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 

Monon  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D. 

The  Monon  hns  put  on  a  fast  flyer  lor  Indtannpo- 


CHgo  mid  Indlnntipolls  and  Cincinnati  by  any  Una, 
CliK'hnmti  Flyer  "is  equipped  with  tMoRant 
:oaches,  the  Monon  ot-lf linitwl    hl^h-burki-d 


Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 


Not  all  can  go  to  foreign  lands  and  see  fo 
themselves  the  many  interesting  sights  pre 
sented  to  the  observant  traveler.  Many  hav 
neither  time  nor  means  to  spend  in  that  direc 
tion,  and  yet  they  would  like  to  know  some 
thing  about  the  world  at  large.  To  such  w 
recommend  "  Europe  and  Bible  Lands. 
With  those  who  are  interested  in  Bible  stud 
this  work  will  always  remain  a  favoritt 
Those  who  have  read  the  ordinary  book  of 
travel  will  be  surprised  to  find  "Europe  and 
Bible  Lands"  of  thrilling  interest  for  both  old 
and  young.  Those  who  have  not  yet  secured  a 
copy  of  the  work  should  embrace  this  opportu 
nity  of  securing  it.  Price,  in  fine  cloth  binding 
only  Si. 25  per  copy,  post-paid.  To  agents  who 
are  prepared  to  push  an  active  canvass  of  the 
work,  we  are  willing  to  give  special  induce 
raents.     Address  this  office  for  further  particu 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
45  t0  *53  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop 

CHIOAG-O,    ILL. 


able  House  ol  its  class  In  the  City.    The  charges  i 


James  T.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  Commission  Merchant 

305  S.  Charles  St..  Baltimore,  Md. 


Putter,  Eggs,  Poultry,  Game  n 


B^~We  call  special  ; 
passed  facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readei 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  price 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  boo 

author  and  publisher. 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  •  -    Size,  5^x7  inches 
This  is  the  Style  ol  Type; 
CHAPTER  1. 

1  Tht  gmealogy  of  Christ  from  Abraham  to  Jn 

villi.    ivV-.-r'V'J".        1J    &■-  "■'■J'1  »itt.],r,kt, 

THE  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'eus  Christ,  6  the  son  of  Da'- 
vid,  cthe  son  of  A'br&-hftm. 

2  dA'bra-Mm  begat  I'saac;  and 
°r§aac  begat  Ja'cob;  and  ^Ja'cQb 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  9  Ju'das  begat  Pha'r6s  and 
Za'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  fcPha'r8a 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.-Weekly;  well-illustra- 
ted; contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson,  with 
ination,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication  can 
'  >und  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of  our 
Sunday  schools. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Gospel  Messenger.— A  large,  religious 
weekly,— published  in  the  interest  of  the  Breth- 
ren or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.     Price,  $1.50    per 


The  Young  Disciple.— An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  111  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 

Single  copy,  per  annum ,    So 

io  copies  to  ono  address,  3  months, 1  70 

30  copies,  to  one  address,  3  months 350 

20  copies,  to  one  address,  6  months 3  35 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.  Price,  per  copy,  10  cents;  special 
terms  to  energetic  agents. 

Brethren's  Quarterly — Prepared  for  all  ad- 
vanced classes.  It  contains  the  lesson  text, 
and  a  complete  explanation  of  the  lesson 
throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 

Single  subscription,  one  yem 35  cents 

10  copies  nnd  over J«  conti  each 


Juvenile  Quarterly.— Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  of  the 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished. The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 
care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrated.  The  little 
folks  are  delighted  with  it, 
Slnitle  subscription,  per  year to  cents 


Sunday   School   Supplies.— We    keep    any 

thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 
tised here. 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 

Prepared  by  a  Committee  from  Annual  Confer- 


The  Doctrine  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  admonished  by  the  apostle  to  give  a 
reason  to  every  man  of  the  hope  that  is  in  us. 
Often  we  are  interrogated  upon  points  of 
church  doctrine  on  which  we  cannot  give  the 
desired  information,  and  would  be  glad  to 
know  just  where  to  get  it.  "  The  Doctrine  of 
the  Brethren  Defended"  contains  a  complete 
exposition  of  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  the 
Brethren,  the  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im- 
mersion, Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  the 
Holy  Kiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  Si.25;  to 
ministers,  $1.00,  Address  this  office  for  further 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents, 


If  you  get  an  Alman 
ne.  The  Brethren'; 
ssentials  of  a  first-da 


Testaments,  flexible,  red-edge, 
Leaf  Cluster,  pictorial  chart  1 


$4.00. 


1!  for  No.  1R36  when  you  order. 

Ittnu,  BBHHBIF8  FD3liS3I«fl  WAHI, 

Mt.  Msrrli,  I& 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards.— Ot 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pl< 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and 
vinced. 


it>,  flowered  b 
egllt  edge,  al 


variety 


Flowers, 
b  3'AzV/i, .  .  !K 


J    LjlQljBctl])",  HlZ.'.'lM'i'i,  . 

i  Landscape,  size  8x5^,. 
and  Landscape,  size  M*&A,  ■ 
1  Landscape,  size  o%tby^, .  .  . 


825>i  Landscape 
Sorlptnre  Text  'I 


Blze2x3}<, . 


.30a 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 

Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Maps,  and 
Bibles  of  every  description.    Always  write  as 
ne  ordering  elsewhere. 
When  ordering  cards  be  sore  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
!  may  be  no  mistake. 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co,, 

Moaat  Morrll,  HI. 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  slioiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
New  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1   It  is  non-sectarian, 

2.  It  is  brief  ami  to  the  point. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  evade  the  sense  of  a 
single  text,  however  unpopular. 

4.  It  Ik  Impartial  in  its  explanation  of  all 
texts,  whether  doctrinal,  practical,  or  historical. 

5.  It  does  notburden  the  reader  with  lengthy 
speculative  theories. 

6.  More  actual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 
a  given  time  of  its  study,  than  of  others,  be- 
cause of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 
comprehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 
ed. 


ually  foUld  on  each 
common)  Version  of 
a  of  the  New  Testa- 


9.  Seven  helps  arc  u 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  1 

(1)  The  Authorized  (01 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Versi< 


(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version  fallowing  each  verse, 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version. 

(5)  The  marginal  readings  of  the  Revised 
Version. 

(6)  The  explanatory  notes  on  the  text 

(7)  The  references  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
notes,  directly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
with  it;  (b)  to  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
ject or  in  comparison  with  it 

10.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ol 
children,  because  (1)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 

11.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  gmul  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 

(1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heed  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
(2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
1  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  (4)  It  will  furnish 
ster  with  many  subjects  among  the 
fficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

The  work  is  in  two  large  volumes.  The 
print  is  excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 
best. 

Bound  in  cloth,  per  set,        •        -        -        $4  00 
Bound  in  half  leather,     -        -        -        -      4  50 


Bound  i 


1  receipt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work,    Address: 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mt,  Morris,  HI, 


dji&Lai>ul   us  t&t  %W$h  ^Orryl^oXu^  ^  °UL\is.h  Auf  .  Jee  ftry€,_g ,  fie^ffOt 


XEB   CaOS^jEiX,   MBSSBNQBB. 


December  19,  ig 


Highest  of  all  in  Leavening  Strength.— Latest  U.  S.  Gov't  Report. 


Powder 


.ABSOLUTELY   PLBE 


a  * ANNOUNCEMENTS  ft  < 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


EVERY  DAY... 


ur  chance  f«.r  uelllnc.  a  FRMK  HOMK  among 
Brethren  Id  Nortb  Dakota  1b  growing  loss, 
size  or  tuo  conn  try  cannot  bo  enlarged,  unit 
ind  is  being  rapidly  settled.  Your  opportn- 
is  now.    Investigate,  satisfy  yoaraoU  us  io 

11  are  not  nolng  among  strangers  in  n  strange 
by  ik  trip  lo  North  Dakota.  There  aro  now 
i'ii  si'iii.'tiinritM  i.r  Brethren  along  the  Great 
hern  Railway  In  the  Red  Rlvor  Valley,  Dovlls 
DlBtriOt  and    Turtle  .Mountain    country  of 


farms  ol  tholrown.    it  only  costs  *i4  in  land  offloe 
foes  to  take  on  100  acres  of  government  land,  and 

it  is  Irett  from  uimih  until  patent  is  Iflsuod,  wliloh 
miihi  in'  taken  out  in  seven  years. 


FARMING 





yiiitrsel!. 


Go  anil  Invt'Hllnalu 
settlers,  and  If  you  111 
your  own,  pli-k  out  a 
Hundreds  of  Brothn 
themselves  as  to  the  excellent  climate  and  the 
fertility  or  the  soli,   uo  and  sue  them  and  satis* 

fy  yourself  Unit  tlie  country  Is  nil  right.  Why 
rent  land  In  the  Boat  when  you  cnu  got  a  free 
farm  In  North  Dakota? 

The  Groat  Northern  Railway  has  no  land  for 
enlo  In  North  Dakota.  Its  line  runs  through 
free  goven n't  land  and  through  settled  dis- 
tricts where  lund  can  be  bought  on  easy  terms. 

Ask  your  local  railway  agent  for  tickets  and 
Information,  urmlilri*ss  the  undersigned  for  print- 
ed  matter  and  full  particulars   about  rates   and 


MAX    BASS. 
Chicago,   111. 


>  Shoemaker's  ppy  [J (|Y  \ 

Eggs  and  Incubators,  2 

AT^REDUOED  J 

PRICES.       I 


LANDS 

ON  THE  "SOO"  RAILWAY. 


Prairie  Lands  ^xec0r 

I'x.-.ll-Nt    ..|.t..r ti.s  f..r  COLONIES  or  INDI- 

VIDUAIA— "ON  THE  500  LINE." 

Lands   will   ucrcr    he   cheaper   thun 
non-It 

Many  Lands   for  nnlo  on  tbo  CROP   PAYMENT 
PLAN, -"On  the  Soo  Lin*." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

On  Govorn&iaatltantlainWells,  Fierce,  Benson. McLean, 

M,  Mn.ri.WMr.i.uiMl. r  (  ii,-  m  North  Dakota — 

Visit  the  beautiful  KENMARE  and 
BOWBELLS  Country,  near  the  "Des 
Lacs"  Lakes  in  Ward  County,  opened 
for  homestead  entry,  July  37,  1S90. 
These  farming  lands  are  fully  equal  to 
those  of  Ramsey,  Towner,  Rolette  and 
Bottineau  Counties,  On  Nor.  1st,  1896, 
more  than  lmi  homesteads  had  been 
taken  nearKenmare  and  Bon-hells. 
LIGNITE    COAL  mined  "On  the  Son  Line," 

BRETHREN  '"„,';,:! "vlr':-1f.„*5"onth. 

Too1  Line.'"'  VX-o*  ,1, ,  ?ll;K 


HALF   FARES  \Z' 


O  YOU  WANT  a  farm  of  your  own? 
DO  YOU  WANT  to  live  near 

competing  railroads 
DO  YOU  WANT  Q  free 


You  Can  Do  So 

In  Foster,  Wells  or  Eddy  Counties,  North  Dakota 

You  Can  Buy  a  Farm 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 

On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down. 

Balance  In  ten  equal  Annual  Pay 

ments,  6  per  cent  Interest. 


FIFTY    PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  In  Wells  and  Foster 


debt. 


dedicated 

GOOD  DRINKING  WATER,  free  .from  alkali, 

a  depth  of  18  to  80  feet. 
BLACK  LOAM  SOIL,  with  day  subsoil. 

IHMS,  fi.r  IcuhIIiil:  uniln  from  wagons  In 

NATIv'l 


I'm-: 


ILKUADCOMI'KTITION,! 


mid  other  railway 


33reth.rei 


Plain  Clothing  i 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of  % 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wea  m 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make  4 
our    clothing,    measuring    blanks,    tape   J 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be   " 
sent  on  application.     Our  rules  for  self. 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.     Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

47tf  WARSAW,  IND. 


New  Brethren  Colony  at  Mount  Morris 
Morrison  Co.,  Minn. 


Dished  free  upon  application  to 

C.  W.    MOTT, 


WM.  H.  PHIPPS, 

Land  Commissioner, 

Northern  Pticitiu  H'.v 


Oi,  I'KAXK  SWirKARR  Tniv.  Im 


H  - 


Why  NotQ 
Read  this   ■ 

Have  You  Received 

the  Victor  Remedies  Co.'s 

Offer?    .-.    .-.    .-. 

They  are  giving  away  goods.     If  you  ha 


a.Wi. 


iived  i 


of  the 


,'aluable  Frederick  Almanacs  for  1807 

ince,  and  if  they  have  no  agent  near 

vill  mail  you  their  extraordinary  offer,  which 

mly  holds  good   until  Jan.    I,    1897.     Write 

luick! 

VICTOR   REMEDIES  CO., 

Frederick,  Md. 


Only  $3.75. 

TANK  HEATER. 


IS  HERE  AND  IT  IS  COLD, 
e  Dos  Palos  Colony  in  Califoh- 
e  plowing,  sowing  grain,  planting 

ripen,  digging  up  young  trees  to  replant, 

iwers,  calves,  pigs  and  chickens  are  out  of 
and  not  crying  about  the  cold.  Our  cows 
ot  lose  their- pumpkins  nor  our  children 
noses  from  freezing.  We  are  selling  eggs 
high  prices  and   not    buying   heavy 


We  have  n  little  tire  1 


i  little 


anybody.      Only 


AGENTS  WANTED 


Farm  and  Mill  for  Sale. 


t  private  sale.    It  is  situated 


1,000.    Apply  to  GEO.  F.  SAKGER,  Admlnlst.  a- 
>r,  New  Hope,  Vft.  ^g 


SO  the  spring  of  183 
hns  been  located  In  the 
County  on  lands  owned 


by  i 


.vhleh 


o  far  culled  Mt.  Morris, 
Northern  R.  R..  located  about  sixty-two  in 
rom  Minneapolis.  The  nearest  post-otllee 
■resent  Is  Page,  Minn.,  but  we  expect  to  g< 
ost-olllee  established  in  the  center  of  the  Brt 
en  colony  during  this  winter. 
These  lands  an'  all  hardwood  and  timber  lai 


naplo.  elm,  poplar,  and  here  unit 
alne.  Largo  meadows  and  open 
ipersed  between  the  timber,  and 
sillily  be  made  ready  for  the  plow 


Good  I 
inluth. 

bli/ziird 


i  Minneapolis,  St. Paul  and 

Healthful   climate.     No 

luds.     Plenty  of  fuel,  and 


ctingT 


colony,  to  cut  logs  for  me 
*by  they  will  have  an  opportuni- 

right  along.    1  expect  a  portable 
lumber  mill  to  get  located  in  the  colony  during 
ter,  to  supply  the  colonists  with  the  nee- 
building    material    on    the    ground.      If 
the  number  of  colonists  Increases  sufficiently,  a 
ihool  will  be  located  in  the  center  of 
ext  spring.     There  are,  at  present, 
ninety  to  one  hundred  people,  all  told,  belonging 
the  Brethren  church  In  the  new  colony  and 
ng  daily. 


For  further  ; 


rUu.lli 


1  Corn  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


A  16-page  catalog  describing 
three  different    makes  el  sell- 

gronounciug  S.  S.  Teachers- 
ibles,  part  in  the  BuurRCOJa 
(coarse  print)  tvpe  editions, 
and  fully  explaining  ln.-w  we 
can  consistently  retail  Bibles  at 
wholesale  prices,  FKEE, 
Also,  another  catalog  giviDg 
"  Brethre   '     " 


Tracts,     Miscellant 


K.MIK    ml   CI     wr   ['Ubh:'.l. 

■„it  ^   S    S,,,„.   1. ";■■■■    "^ 
lets  and  singing  teachers, 
cod  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  ce 
rem  GRN'L  MISS.  &  TRACT  COM  . 


Teeter's  Commentary 

The  prices  on  this  popular  and  re- 
liable Commentary  have  now  been  re- 
uced  to  the  following: 

Cloth  Binding,  two  volumes, 
Half  Leather,  two  volumes, 
Half  Morocco,  two  volumes. 

Publishing 
Ml  Morris 


Addr. 


4-5°- 


Co., 


Send  for  Special  Prices  U  Agents. 


The  Gospel  Messenger. 


"SET  EOS   THE  DEFENCE  OR  THE  GOSPEL." -Phil.  t.   i7. 


Vol.  34. 


Mount  Morris,  III.,  December  2G,  1896. 


No.  52. 


The  Gospel   Messenger, 

Punished  Weekly,  it  SI. CO  per  Asnom,  \j 

The  Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 


Mount   Morris,  I 
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^EDITORIAL  *  MISCELLANY •«• 


It  seems  that  there  is  at  least  one  living  man  i 
this  wide  world  with  a  broken  neck.  His  name 
Wm.  H.  Lewjs,  Bro.  HJ».  Strickler,  of  Lorain' 
111'.,  bcnJs  us  his  photograph,  and  a  short  sketch  ol 
his  life.  It  appears  that,  while  in  Montana,  in  1892, 
the  accidental  discharge  of  a  revolver  in  the  hands 
of  his  affianced,  resulted  in  the  breaking  of  his 
neck.  The  bones  of  the  neck  were  torn  away  by 
some  trav- 


the  ball.  The  man  still  lives,  and 
eling,  but  he  is  a  great  sufferer.  1 
nor  stand  very  long  at  a  time.  Tl 
be  the  only  case  on  record  of  a  r 
broken  neck.  While  a  broken  neck  is  un 
it  would  be  still  worse  for  one  to  have  th 
tion  between  himself  and  Christ  severed. 


n  neither  sit 
presumed  to 


Scattered  over  the  Atlantic  are  a  number  of 
floating  wrecks,  that  drift  at  random,  and  render 
navigation  more  or  less  dangerous.  These  water- 
logged hulks  lie  low  in  the  water,  and  during  storms 
are  seldom  visible.  It  is  often  difficult  to  see  them 
even  when  the  ocean  is  comparatively  smooth. 
Vessels  are  constantly  plying  the  ocean  between 
this  and  the  Old  World,  and  when  one  of  the  fast 
steamers  strikes  a  submerged  hulk,  it  is  almost 
certain  to  go  to  the  bottom  with  all  on  board. 
How  many  such  collisions  there  have  been,  no  one 
will  ever  know.  Now  and  then  a  vessel  leaves  port 
with  hundreds  of  precious  souls  on  board,  but  is 
never  heard  of  again.  It  is  but  reasonable  to  pre- 
sume that  she  has  come  in  contact  with  some  im- 
mense, floating  wreck,  and  disappeared  beneath  the 
water.  It  is  said  that  over  1,600  of  these  hulks  have 
been  reported  within  the  last  seven  years,  and  a 
number  of  collisions  are  known  to  have  taken  place. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  destroy  them,  but  it  is 
an  immense  undertaking,  and  will  require  the  united 
efforts  of  the  leading  nations  before  it  can  be  ac- 
complished. We  are  reminded,  by  this,  of  the 
wreckage,  from  the  Christian  churches,  floating  on 
'he  sea  of  time.  They  were  once  useful  forces  in 
the  church,  full  of  life,  light  and  power,  but  they 
became  wrecked,  are  soaked  with  sin,  and  now  float 
at  random,  serving  only  as  the  means  of  sinking 
°'hers  in  perdition.  Every  backsliding  Christian, 
as  well  as  every  inconsistent  church  member,  is  but 
a  floating  mass  over  which  others  stumble  and  are 


lost.  Eternity  alone  will  make  known  the  number 
of  lost  souls  that  have  been  ruined  by  these  floating, 
religious  wrecks.  We  would  that  the  way  from 
earth  to  heaven  could  be  kept  free  from  such  dan- 
gerous masses.    The  damage  they  do  is  appalling. 

It  is  quite  generally  conceded  by  scholars  that 
Jesus  was  not  born  A.  D.  i,  but  four  years  before 
that  time,  That  being  the  case,  we  are  now  really 
at  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  twentieth,  since  the  advent  of  the 
Master  into  this  world.  Neither  is  it  certain  that 
his  birth  took  place  so  late  in  the  season  as  Dec.  25, 
for  the  shepherds  were  yet  watching  their  flocks  in 
the  fields  near  Bethlehem,  and  that  would  indicate 
that  the  circumstance  occurred  a  few  months  earlier. 
It  is  altogether  probable  that  Jesus  was  born  some- 
time .in  October,  and  died  in  April,  at  the  age  of 
thirty-three  and  a  half  years.  It  is  remarkable 
that  we  do  not  know  for  certain  the  day  or  year  of 
the  birth  of  such  an  important  personage  as  the 
Founder  of  the  Christian  religion,  but  such  is  the 
case.  We  are,  by  this,  taught  not  to  place  special 
dependence  in  certain  days  and  months,  but  to  wor- 
ship the  Christ  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
stances. While  we  may  know  that  his  birth  did  not 
occur  on  Christmas,  still  we  can,  with  propriety, 
keep  that  day  in  memory  of  the  event,  not  so  much 
to  comply  with  the  "  letter,"  for  there  is  no  "  letter " 
relating  to  it,  but  to  comply  with  the  spirit  of  the 
occasion,  knowing  that  J-.- ..■■■■  h  •  .  . 
er  given  to  the  race  of  mankind. 


About  six  hundred  miles  southwest  of  Hong 
Kong,  China,  are  the  Philippine  Islands.  They 
number  about  four  hundred.  The  largest  one  is 
some  larger  than  the  State  of  Ohio.  They  lie  with- 
in the  tropics  and,  therefore,  possess  a  fine  climate. 
Frost  is  never  known  in  that  region.  The  vegeta- 
tion is  wonderful.  Immense  trees  cover  the  lofty 
mountains  to  their  very  tops.  It  is  the  home  of 
tropical  fruits.  Here  grows  the  orange,  lemon,  co- 
coanut,  mango,  bread  fruit,  citron,  and  many  other 
fruits,  Also  cotton,  sugar,  coffee,  rice,  wheat,  pep- 
per, cinnamon,  vanilla,  cocoa,  and  even  Indian  corn 
are  produced.  The  islands  abound  in  fish,  but  there 
are  said  to  be  no  dangerous  wild  animals.  The  Ma- 
lay element  predominates.  There  are  many  Chi- 
nese, and  a  large  mixed  population,  with  a  few 
Spaniards.  The  islands  are  the  possession  of  Spain, 
and  her  misrule  has  kept  them  in  the  background. 
The  Roman  Catholic  clergy  have  excited  a  feeling 
of  hatred,  and  now  the  people  are  in  open  rebellion 
against  the  Spaniards.  Soldiers  are  being  sent  from 
Spain.  Several  engagements  have  taken  place,  and 
so  far  the  tide  seems  against  Spain.  With  this  and 
the  Cuban  rebellion  on  hand,  and  almost  crushed 
with  an  enormous  debt,  Spain  is  by  no  means  in  an 
enviable  condition.  But  this  is  the  result  of  tyran- 
ny and  misrule,  whether  it  be  in  church  or  State. 
Were  the  people  of  these  islands  properly  Christian- 
ized, and  then  wisely  ruled,  the  Philippine  Islands 
might  become  the  delightful  abode  of  a  happy  and 
prosperous  people.  But  the  Catholics  know  not 
how  to  instill  Christian  principles  into  the  hearts  of 
the  uncivilized,  and  Spain  knows  just  about  as  little 
about  just  ruling,  and  for  these  reasons  some  of  the 
fairest  portions  of  earth  are  rendered  unfit,  as  well 
as  unsafe,  for  really  civi'ized  people.  Surely  there 
is  an  immense  amount  of  work  for  the  Christian 
people  yet  to  accomplish.  And  while  misrule  is  to 
be  condemned  in  the  world,  it  is  to  be  equally  de- 
plored in  the  church.  Wise  ruling  tells  for  good 
everywhere,  especially  in  the  church,  the  school  and 
the  family. 


In  course  of  time  horseless  carriages  may  become 
as  common  as  bicycles,  though  probably  not  so  nu- 
merous. It  has  been  demonstrated  that  they  can 
be  made  quite  practicable,  and  on  good  roads  will 
run  at  the  rate  ot  ,    hour.     Some 

of  them  are  made  to  carry  as  many  as  thirteen  per- 
sons, and  do  not  weigh  over  five  hundred  pounds. 
The  mail  service  of  New  York  is  to  experiment  on 
delivering  and  collecting  the  mails  from  boxes,  by 
the  use  of  the  horseless  carriage.  It  is  claimed  that 
it  can  be  done  quicker  and  cheaper  than  with  horses. 
We  hail  anything  that  will  enable  good  people  to 
do  more  good.  If  the  horseless  carriage  will  bring 
more  people  to  church  and  Sunday  school  on  Sun- 
day, it  is  the  thing  that  we  want.  But  if  it  leads 
men  and  women  into  sin,  and  to  the  great  neglect 
of  duty,  they  will  simply  have  that  much  more  to 
account  for.  As  we  look  at  it,  there  is  no  harm  in^ 
the  horseless  carriage,  but  if  the  people  are  not« 
careful  the  devil  will  hold  the  lever.  ■i§ 


thquake   thef  2" 

1        1  %*2. 

red  early  on  '  ^ 


'  All  England  was  shaken  by  an 
middle  of  last  week.  The  shock  o( 
Thursday  morning  and  lasted  but 
It  was  long  enough,  however,  to  frighten  the  people 
wonderfully  and  do  considerable  damage.  The 
panic  at  Hereford,  on  the  west  of  the  island,  was  so 
great  that  one  woman  died  from  fright.  The  peo- 
ple rushed  wildly  into  the  streets,  and  many  chim- 
neys were  thrown  to  the  ground.  At  some  places 
the  earth-shaking  was  accompanied  by  a  loud,  rush- 
ing sound.  At  one  point  there  was  a  violent  report, 
and  the  streets  suddenly  seemed  to  be  on  fire.  At 
Liverpool  the  disturbance  was  preceded  by  heavy 
thunder  and  a  fearful  hailstorm.  Near  Stockport 
large  areas  of  ground  sank.  At  some  places,  in  the 
rural  districts,  people,  while  walking  on  the  road, 
were  thrown  to  the  ground.  It  is  also  reported  that 
others  were  thrown  from  their  beds.  Not  for  many 
years  has  England  experienced  such  a  shaking  up. 
Some  of  the  people  were  so  badly  frightened  that 
they  thought  the  world  was  corning  to  an  end. 


It  is  probably  not  generally  known  that  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  lakes  on  thc^Iobe  is  on  the 
very  summit  of  the  Cascade  Range,  in  Oregon, 
about  sixty-five  miles  north  of  the  California  line, 
e  is  a  fine  lake  of  fresh  water,  six  and  one-fourth 
is  long,  over  four  miles  wide,  and  6,239  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  being  the  highest  body 
of  water  in  the  world.  The  greatest  depth  of  the 
lake  is  1,996  feet,  while  the  general,  or  mean,  depth 
of  the  floor  is  1, 600  feet.  The  lake  rests  in  what 
was,  ages  ago,  the  crater  of  a  great  volcano,  and  is 
entirely  surrounded  by  walls  from  i.oon  to  2,000 
feet  in  height,  above  the  water,  and  «e  t..j.t  a 

descent  is  impossible,  save  in  two  w'tn  lne  i|aCes. 
This  lake  is  not  only  the  most  eleil'  that  our  of  wa- 
ter in  the  world,  but  it  is  the  deelr'  thaJ."Vn  hie 
Western  Continent.  At  the  de,  ^'**  ^  the 
water  is  twenty-two  degrees  warmt    -\°  ur- 

face,  showing  that  there  must  be  prea  .....dera- 

ble  volcanic  heat.  Heretofore  it  has  had  no  name, 
but  it  is  now  to  be  known  as  the  Crater  Lake,  and 
will  soon  be  stocked  with  trout.  While  the  lowest 
body  of  water  in  the  world, — the  Dead  Sea,  which 
is  1,300  feet  below  sea  level,  and  1,300  feet  deep, — 
is  in  Palestine,  Oregon  can  claim  the  honor  of  hav- 
ing the  highest  body,  and  of  still  greater  depth. 
Neither  has  any  visible  outlet,  but  the  former  is  in- 
tensely salty,  while  the  latter  is  fresh,  and  so  clear 
that  an  object  may  be  seen  at  a  depth  of  100  feet. 
In  the  lake  is  also  an  island,  845  feet  high,  with  a 
well-defined  crater,  150  feet  deep. 
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-ESSAYS. 


My  soul,  there  is  a  country 

Afar  beyond  the  stars, 
Where  stands  a  winged  sentry. 

All  skillful  in  the  wars. 
There,  above  noise  and  danger. 

Sweet  Peace  sits  crowned  with  s 
And  One  born  in  a  manger 

Commands  the  beam... us  files: 
He  is  thy  gracious  Friend. 

And  (O  my  soul,  a 


Did  in  pur. 


end 


To  die  here  for  thy  sake. 
If  thou  canst  gel  but  thither, 

There  grows  the  Mower  of  peat 
The  Rose  that  cannot  wither, 

Thy  fortress  and  thy  ease. 
Leave,  then,  thy  foolish  ranges; 


Fori 


1  the 


But  1  )ne  who  never  changes 

Thy  God,  thy  life,  thy  tup 

—Henry  Vaughan,  1 


OUR  CHRISTMAS  OIFT. 


Think  of  it!  God  made  man,  and  "  dwelt  among 
us."  Do  we  appreciate  this  wondrous  Gift  which 
was  given  to  mankind,  by  the  Lord  of  the  universe, 
whd  might  have  cut  us  off  -banished  us  from  his 
presence  forever,  because  of  the  sinfulness  of  the 
whole  human  race;  but,  instead  of  this,  "  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him,  should  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 

Loved  us?  Yes,  this  Great  Govloveda  rebellious 
and  stubborn  people,  who  were  continually  trying 
to  evade  the  requirements  of  his  will, 
consoling  thought  is  that  this  Gift  wa. 
only,  at  that  time,  but  to  "  whosoever 
all  ages;  and  not  only  through  all  t 
classes, — the  poor  as  well  as  th 
can  be  the  happy  recipients,  as  soon  a 
willing  to  accept  Him. 

Dear  reader,  this  includes  you  and 
popular  churches  make  a  great  display  i 
ing  the  day  of  His  birth,  but  is  this  r 
honor  to  God?  Perhaps  many,  of  our 
Fraternity,  too  often  fall  in  line,  and 
demonstrations  of  a  wotldly  nature,  giving  gifts  to 
their  children  in  a  way  that  draws  the  honor  to 
themselves,  forgetting  the  one  real  object  of  the  oc- 
casion. 

Let  us  all  try  to  remember  that  Christ,  who  had 
wealth  untold  at  his  command,  chose  to  come  in  an 
humble  manner,  thus  giving  us  an  example  of 
meekness,  which  we  should  imitate;  and  direct  our 
minds  to  the  gracious  plan  of  salvation,  by  which 
we  can  again  be  reconciled  to  God,  from  our  fallen 
and  sinful  condition,  through  Christ,  our  Mediator, 
— the  most  precious  Gift  ever  given  to  man! 

York,  Pa. 


A  beautiful 
;  not  for  those 
will,"  through 
)e,  but  to  all 
,  —  all  alike,— 
they  are 


-te.  The 
celebrat- 
elry  any 
wn  dear 
ngage  in 


THE  FIRST  CHRISTMAS  SERMON. 


:  preacher  on  that  memorable 
jo  angel  from  heaven.  "  And  lo  the 
angel  of  the  Lordcame  upon  them,"  etc.  Luke  2: 
9.  Though  Jesus  was  God's  Christmas  gift  to  man, 
man  was  not  worthy  to  announce  his  birth. 

It  was  a  stupendous  and  glorious  event,  when  a 
herald  came  from  the  courts  of  glory  to 
the  glorious  message. 

2.  The  congregation  was  not  composed  of  kings 
and  great  personages,  but  humble  shepherd: 
(Luke  2:8).  The  poorest  and  humblest  may  have 
Christ  as  a  Christmas  gift  to  them.  Real  and  great 
bles=ings  come  to  those  who  walk  humbly  with  God 
in  the  path  of  duty. 

3.  "And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not." 
Luke  2:  10.  We  have  reason  to  fear,  as  did  the 
shepherds,  on  account  of  our  sins,  but  all  fear  may 


loved  and  joy  take  the  place,  for  unto  us 
Savior  which   is  Christ  the  Lord."     By 
ir  Savior,  we  have  the  assurance 


is  born 

accepting  him  as  our  Savior,  we  1 

of  salvation,  which  gives  us  joy  n 

heaven. 

4.  Angels  composed  the  cl 
"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  an 
good  will  toward  men."  Luke  2: 
longs  to  God.  He  gave  Christ  h 
our  Christmas  gift.  He  fulfilled  his  prom 
deserves  to  reign  in  glory. 

"  And  on  earth  peace.' 
between  God  and  man,  the 
man  and  man. 

"  Good  will  toward  met 
mas  gift  in  Bethlehem's  m 
God's  gracious  will  towai 
turn,  fill  our  hearts  with  lo' 
God  and  each  other. 

Norton,  Kans. 


They  sang, 
1  earth  peace, 

All  glory  be- 

ly  Son,  to  be 

He 


Where  there  is  peace 
will  be  peace  between 

The  blessed  Christ- 
jer  is  an  evidence  of 
'us.  This  should,  in 
and  good  will  toward 


CHRISTMAS. 


H.  BROWN. 


Of  all  the  wonderful,  grand,  and  far-reaching 
events  recorded  in  the  history  of  men,  the  one  en- 
acted in  the  little  town  of  Bethlehem,  on  the  first 
Christmas  evening,  stands  pre-eminently  above,  as 
much  so,  as  the  heavens  a:e  higher  than  the  earth. 

No  wonder  the  astonished  host  of  heaven  lin- 
gered near  the  hallowed  spot,  beholding,  with  as- 
tonishment, the  great  love  and  condescension  of 
God  toward  lost  humanity,  in  sending  his  dear  Son 
into  this  cold,  dark,  cruel  world,  to  live  a  life  of  suf- 
fering, of  shame,  and  to  be  cruelly  slain,  that  rebel- 
lious man  might  be  saved.  But,  bless  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  his  poverty  makes  many  rich.  His 
righteousness  covers  our  sin-stained  souls  with  a 
white  robe.  His  sufferings  deliver  us  from  eternal 
death  and  procure  for  us  a  crown  of  life. 

No  wonder  the   angels  shouted  praises   to   God, 

d  rejoiced,  with  man,  in  their  reception  of  the 
purest,  loveliest,  and  most  precious  gift  ever  be- 
stowed. Let  us  all  praise  God  for  the  glorious  Sun 
of  Righteousness,  that  arose  in  that  dark  stable  al- 
ost  1900  years  ago,  and  has  shed  his  beams  of 
heavenly  light  in  this  dark  world  of  ours.  The  fire 
of  love,  kindled  by  Jesus,  has  continued  to  burn  in 
the  hearts  of  his  people  ever  since. 


RETROSPECTION. 


One  of  the  noblest  aspirations  of  the  Christian  is 
the  desire,  constantly  to  improve  upon  the  past, 
the  desire  to  rectify  the  wrongs,  to  abandon  the  er- 
rors, to  avoid  the  mistakes,  and  to  shun,  in  the  fu- 
ture, the  pitfalls  and  snares  that  have  beset  his 
pathway.  The  degree  of  his  success,  in  doing  this, 
will  be  measured  by  his  knowledge  of  the  past,  and 
this  knowledge  may  be  had  only  by  Gareful  retro- 
spection. 

By  retrospection  is  meant  a  review  of  the  past,  a 
looking  back  upon  life,  and  examining  it  as  it  is 
seen  in  its  various  manifestations,  and  may  be  done 
as  follows: 

1.  What  has  my  life  been,  as  shown  by  my  con- 
versation? How  have  I  conducted  myself  in  my 
family,  in  my  neighborhood,  in  the  church  and 
towards  my  Savior? 

2.  What  improvements  can  I  make  in  my  rela- 
tionship to  my  family,  to  my  neighbor,  to  my 
church  and  to  my  Lord?  How  many  unkind 
words?  How  many  unguarded  acts?  How  many 
times  absent  from  preaching  services,  prayer  meet- 
ing, and  Sunday  school,  upon  which  I  can  improve? 
A  plain,  simple  answer  will  enable  us  to  see  our- 
selves as  God  sees  us,  as  the  world  sees  us,  and  see- 
ing ourselves, — our  life,— will  we  make  the  known 
improvements? 

May  the  Lord  help  us  to  see  ourselves  as  we  are, 
and  grant  us  grace  to  improve  our  life  until  it  shall 
be  what  he  would  have  it  be,  Retrospection,  the 
mirror  that  reveals  my  weakness,  that  enables  me 
to  bring  my  record  to  a  focus  that  I  may  see  it,  the 


lamp  of  conscience,  that  shines  upon  my  history, 
that  I  may  bring  it  up  in  one  grand  panoramic 
view  before  my  mental  vision,  that  I  may  know  my- 
self as  I  am,  and  make  the  improvements  that  I 

may.  

BIRTHDAY  THOUQHTS. 


There  is  a  time-honored  custom  among  Chris- 
tians, of  celebrating  the  birth  of  our  Savior,  which 
time  is  again  here,  and  the  Christmas  of  1896,  like 
in  former  years,  with  all  its  festivities,  will  soon 
be  past.  In  the  first  book  of  the  Bible  (Gen. 
40:  20)  we  read  of  a  birthday  feast,  and  in  the  New 
Testament  (Mark  6:  21)  we  read  of  a  similar  feast. 
The  instances  cited,  however,  are  the  only  birthdays 
noted  in  the  Word  of  God,  and  sad  it  is  that  both 
characters,  or  men  (Pharaoh  and  Herod)  were  very 
wicked.  There  are  many  persons  who  only  think 
of  Christmas  as  a  day  of  receiving  and  distributing 
gifts  among  themselves,  not  thinking  of  Christ,  the 
greatest  of  all  gifts  (John  3:  16).  Let  us  think  of 
Christ,  as  we  celebrate  the  coming  Christmas,  not 
only  as  lying  in  the  manger,  but  let  us  look  to  the 
cross,  and  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  Let 
us  hail  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Savior's  birth  in  a 
child-like  faith,  and  Christmas  will  be  a  joyful  oc- 
casion.    God  grant  it! 

Middlctown,  Pa. 


TAKING  OOD  AT  HIS  WORD. 

BY  LIZZIE  McNELLV. 

We  are  told:  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  faith 
believing  ye  shall  receive."  Why  do  we  doubt  his 
promises?  He  says,  "  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass 
away  but  my  word  shall  never  pass   away."     Noth- 

g  should  be  too  small  or  too  great   for  us  to  ask 

le  Lord  to  do  for  us.     Take   all  to   him   and  say, 

Here,  Lord,  is  all  I  have.  Take  me  and  do  as 
thou  wilt.     I  give  all  to  thee." 

The  many  rich  promises  we  have  in  the  Bible  are 
for  US.  "  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive"  should  stand 
before  us  in  characters  of  living  fire.  Also:  "  If  ye 
abide  in  me,  and  my  words  abide  in  you,  ye  shall 
ask  what  ye  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you." 

We  should  never  allow  the  tempter  to  suggest: 
"  Give  it  up.  God  will  not  give  the  answer."  Let 
us  rather  struggle  as  for  life. 

Do  we  understand  the  Scripture  where  it  de- 
scribes the  Master's  agony  in  the  garden,  where  he 
sweat  great  drops  of  blood?  It  was  then  and  there 
that  he  was  bowed  in  prayer,  pleading  with  his  Fa- 
ther, "  Not  my  will  but  thine  be  done."  May  we 
ever  live  near  the  Savior,  that  we  need  not  fear  to 
ask  him  for  anything  we  may  need.  Let  us  trust 
God! 


JOSEPH'S  AND  MARY'S  CHRISTMAS  DAY. 

BY    JACOB    ROOT. 

I  write  this  on  Thanksgiving  Day.  I  have  been 
blessed,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  to  see  eighty-five 
Christmas  Days.  I  have  thought  much  of  my  Sav- 
ior on  these  occasions.  The  Lord  only  knows 
whether  I  shall  see  another  Christmas,  as  I  will  be 
eighty-six  years  old  March  4.  I  was  born  in  18H. 
I  am  in  reasonably  good  health  and  have  written 
these  lines  without  glasses.  I  have  been  a  member 
of  the  church  for  over  thirty  years. 

We  celebrate  Christmas  as  being  the  anniversary 
of  our  Lord's  birth  into  this  world.  Did  the  shep- 
herds find  Joseph  in  a  fine  rocking-chair,  chewing 
his  tobacco  or  puffing  a  costly  cigar?  I  think  Jo- 
seph did  not  know  of  such  customs.  It  was  Christ* 
birthday.  It  was  Christmas  there.  The  shepherds 
presented  their  gifts,  and  went  their  way  rejoicing. 
Dear  sister,  do  you  think  the  mother  of  that  blessed 
child  was  sitting  in  grandeur  and  arranging  fine  gar- 
ments for  that  holy  babe?  You  will  all  admit  that 
she  was  not.  It  was  Christmas  Day  for  her. 
all  need  to  be  admonished  about  doing  our  duty  < 
this  day. 

North  Manchester,  Ind, 
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CHRISTMAS  THOUGHTS. 


BY    LULA    HARSHBARGER. 


s  tin 


nd  sile 


night; 

A  hundred  bells  ring  out  and  throw 
Their  joyous  peals  abroad,  and  smite 

The  darkness,  charmed  and  holy  now! 
The  night  that  erst  no  name  had  won. 

To  it  a  happy  name  is  given; 
For  in  that  stable  lay  new-born 
The  peaceful  Prince  of  earth  and  heaven 
.    In  the  solemn  midnight,  centuries  ago!  " 
Of  all  happy  anniversaries,  the  most  inspiring  and 
most  holy  is,  and  should  be,  the  birthday  of  our 
Lord;  and  to  the  Christian   it  is  doubly  dear.     Each 
Christmas  Day  should  awaken  us  to  a  higher  sense 
duty  toward   God  and  our  fellow-men,  for, 
behold,  it  brings  us  good  tidings  of  great  joy.   not 
only  to  us  but  to. all  people.     Why  is  this  such  a  soul- 
inspiring  day?     In  the  burning  words  of  Luke  we 
answer,  "  For  unto  you  is  born  this  day  in  the  city 
of  David  a  Savior,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord."     Per- 
have  denied   the   Holy  One  and  the  Just, 
do  not  realize  the  beauty  of  this   holy  day.     If 
so,  ye  know  not  what  ye  do! 
0,  for  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  gift   of  God's 


haps  ye  1 


This  day  brought  the  birth  of  our  salva 

sin  and  death,  but  do  we  realize  this  as  we 

What  a  vast  mine  of  unexplored  wealth 

1  us  that  birthday  morn!     We  do  not  know 

of  God's  gift  to  man.     The  more  we  seek, 

..      we  find. 

Come,  let  us  unite  our  forces  and  make  the   com- 
ing year  one  of  joy  and  blessedness  for; 
"  The  star  that  shines  in  Bethlehem 
Shines  still  and  shall  not  cease, 
And  we  listen  still  to  the  tidings 
Of  glory  and  of  peace." 

e  who  have  not  accepted  God 
ivior,  we  would  say,  Come  1 

this  your  birthday  into  Christ's  kingdom 

throughout  the  heavens,  will  ring  the  glad  tidings. 

"  Glory  to  Gjd  in  the  highest,  and  on   earth    peace 

good  wiU  toward  men." 
Intl. 
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WHAT  IF  JESUS  SHOULD  COME? 

I!Y  FANNY  E.  LIGHT. 

Soon  will  be  the  day  again  that  we  call  Christ- 
mas. We  celebrate  this  day  as  Christ's  birthday. 
Supposing  that  Christ's  second  coming  would  occur 
some  Christmas  Day;  how  would  he  find  us? 
Would  he  find  us  watching  and  praying,  or  would 
be  busy  getting  ready  a  Christmas  tree?  Would 
fill  it  with  presents  and  tell  the  little  children 
hat  Santa  Claus  brought  them?  Or  would  we  be 
PV  getting  a  big  Christmas  dinner  and  inviting 
°«r  rich  neighbors  to  it,  and  letting  the  poor  ge°t 
•long  the  best  way  they  can?  I  think  Christ  would 
»v>te  the  poor,  as  we  are  told  in  Luke  14:  13, 
When  thou  makest  a  feast,  call  the  poor,  the 
■»»med,  the  lame,  the  blind." 

Not    onlv    ,1    „  .. 

""iy  at  our  dinners,  but  in  many  other 
™gs  we  can  remember  the  poor  at  such  times. 
the  "e  s°  much  inclined  to  follow  the  things  that 
world  is  doing  on  those  days.  We  ought  to  be 
""re  concerned  about  our  Father's  business. 
Wadena,  Cal. 

CHRISTMAS-HOW  TO  CELEBRATE  IT. 

BY   JOHN   W.    ROYER. 

■»0JV.'SH  ev«ybody  who  keeps  Christmas  this  year, 
Hemuk, .the  example  given  us  by  the"!,- 
L  "le  heavenly  host,  praising  God,  and  say- 

M    °ry  t0  God  !"  'he  highest."     Luke  2;  13. 
oAny.Pekrsons  keep  Christmas  as  if  Christ's  mis- 
irth  „,  r.  een  one  °f  worldly  pleasure,— as  if  the 
'Bac  h  Sh°uld  be  eelebrated  like  the  orgies 

'Pron    1  '     '  fearsomeof  our  dear  brethren  fail 
y  s*"lY  eelebrate  this  holy  event.     They 

v  by  their  actions  that  they  are  willing  to 


Think  of  the  sacrifice  our  compassionate  Redeem- 
er made!  He  left  the  regions  of  glory,  came  down 
■  nto  a  s,n-sta,ned  world,  was  born  a  helpless  babe  in 

ShmaHnger-,  K3'6  tHe  S3Crifice  f0r  °ur  saI^on. 

Shall  we,  his  embassadors,  depart  fron,  this  humble 
Leader  and  spend  the  anniversary  of  his  birth  in 
giving  our  friends  and  children  unprofitable  and 
often  expense  gifts,  under  the  misleading  doctrine 
of  a  Santa  Claus? 

Some  look  now,-as  the  people  of  old  did.-for 
material  demonstrations  and  nothing  more.  See  the 
Romanist  casting  himself  before  the  rotten  rags  of 
his  relics!  See  tyranny  ruling  with  the  yoke  of  op- 
pression over  men!  See  a  bloody  race  walking  in 
the  ways  of  Moloch!  See  ambition,  riding  like  a 
Nimrod,  over  the  land!  Yet  the  angels  are  singing 
Glory  t0  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  good 
will  to  men.  Sophistry  may  not  be  able  to  recon- 
cile this  question,  and  the  materialistic  minds  may 
be  unable  to  see  the  glory.  We  should  be  very 
careful  that  our  outward  manifestations  do  not  con- 
flict with  our  profession  in  celebrating  the  birth  of 
our  Great  Exemplar. 
York,  Pa. 

A  MERRY  CHRISTMAS. 

BY   MAY   SWIHART. 

Christmas  always  recalls  pleasant  memories  of 
the  past.  We  behold  faces  of  dear  friends  whose 
presence  cheered  us  in  the  olden  time.  Once  again 
this  blessed  occasion  is  here  to  gladden  us  with  its 
time-honored  festivities,  to  melt  our  hearts  with 
charity  for.  the  needy,  and  to  revive  in  us  the  divine 
attribute  of  "  good  will  to  men,"  bringing  us  near- 
er to  God,— the  Father  of  us  all. 

At  no  time  of  the  year  are  men  so  forbearing,  so 
kind,  so  good-natured,  as  during  the  Christmas  Hol- 
idays. Hearts  hardened  by  selfishness  seem  to 
thaw  under  the  genial  rays  of  good  feeling  which 
universally  prevail  at  this  season.  Purse-strings  are 
relaxed,  and  old  and  young  are  gladdened  by  unex- 
pected gifts. 

The  secret  of  true  happiness  is  readily  learned  in 
the  merry  Christmas  time,— it  is  simply  to  make 
others  happy.  You  will  derive  happiness  from  con- 
iplating  their  delighted  faces,  and  the  reflection 
that  their  pleasure  is,  in  a  measure,  due  to  your  gen- 
erosity and  kindness. 

Let  us,  then,  resolve,  since  happiness  is  so  easily 
attained,  to  do  our  utmost  to  cheer  the  needy  and 
distressed,  that  one  and  all  may  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  "  a  merry  Christmas." 

"  With  gentle  deeds,  and  kindly  thoughts, 
And  loving  words  witbal, 
Welcome  the  merry  Christmas  on, 
And  hear  a  brother's  call." 


South  Whitley,  Ind. 


homes  are  brightened  up  by  the  glad  Christmas 
joys.  Loved  ones  gather  around  the  parental  fire- 
side from  far  and  near,  bringing  with  them  gifts  for 
those  at  home.  How  slyly  little  packages  are  hid 
from  view,  until  the  birthday  of  our  Christ  is  come! 
Then,  with  glad  tidings  and  great  joy  we  celebrate 
the  day. 

To  some  homes  the  day  may  be  very  sad,  for 
vacant  seats  are  around  the  festal  board.  In  others 
sickness  and  poverty  are  unwelcome  guests.  To 
all  such  homes  may  those  who  have  an  abundance 
of  Christmas  joys,  go,  as  the  wise  men  did  to  the 
manger,  and  present  to  them  gifts.  Our  Savior  has 
said,  "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 
"  How  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach 
the  gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good 
things!"  When  this  day  of  good  tidings  is  over 
may  we  all  meet  around  the  Christ-child  in  heav- 
en,— not  one  lost,  but  all  being  safe  in  the  arms  of 
Jesus. 

"  A  Merry  Christmas  "  and  a  "  Bright  and  Happy 
New  Year"  to  all  my  readersl 
Christmas  is  here; 
How  Ihe  little  ones  sing! 
Ring  out  the  bells 
In  city  and  town! 
Stars  pointed  the  way 
To  where  the  Christ-child  lay- 
Many  wise  men  came, 
And  the  angels  sang, 
Shout  the  "glad  tidings," 
Jehovah  is  King! 
Middletown,  Pa. 

NATURE'S  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY  ALBERT  SHARP, 

We  do  not  know  whether  God  intended  that  the 
sun,  moon  and  stars  should  illustrate  some  spiritual 
things  to  us  or  not,  but  it  is  a  fact,  nevertheless, 
that  they  do  teach  some  important  lessons. 

The  patriarchs  did  not  give  much  light,  as  to  the 
future,  for  man— just  as  the  stars  do  not  give  much 
light  to  us. 

The  prophets  gave  more  light  than  did  the  patri- 
archs,—so  does  the  moon  give  more  light  than  the 
stars. 

The  sun  gives  us  all  the  light  that  is  necessary  — 
so  does  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  give  all  the  light 
that  is  necessary  as  to  the  future  of  mankind. 

The  trouble  with  too  many  of  us  is,  that  we  do 
not  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity,  and  work 
while  we  have  the  light.     "  Work,  for  the 


coming.' 
Wade,  Kans. 


night 


OUR  CHRISTMAS  TREE. 


CHRISTMAS  IS  COMINO. 

BY   A.    HUTCHISON. 

With  the  coming  of  Christmas  there  is  a  golden 
opportunity  to  make  some  dear  heart  happy.  Our 
dear  Father  in  heaven  gave  his  Son  for  you  and  me, 
— hence  we  have  the  words  "  Christmas  gift." 

My  dear  brother  and  sister,  have  you   been  look- 
ing for  an  opportunity  to  do  a  good  and   worthy 
deed  the  forthcoming  Christmas?     Let  me  suggest 
to  you  an  excellent  plan,  that  will  make  your  ow 
heart  happy,  and  also  others.     Send  to  the  Bretl 
ren's  Publishing  Co.,  Mt.   Morris,  111.,  the  price  c 
the  Messenger  for  six  or  twelve  months,  and  wit 
it  the  name  and  address  (plainly  written)  of  som 
worthy  poor  brother  or  sister,  or  some  one  outsid 
of  the  church,  who  would  be  likely  to  read  it  witl 
profit,  and  you  will  make  a  happy  heart. 


GLAD  TIDINGS Ro 


iever  tl,  ■      their  act'°ns  that  they  are  willing  to  Let  us  find,  in 

'Nd  K    f  relieious  bands  once  in  the  year,  and        At    this    season    of    the    year,   when   nature   is    the  proper  place 
tne  day  as  one  of  feasting.  I  clothed  in  her  wintry  mantle  of  ice  and  snow,  our        SangtrvilU   Va 


On  the  approaching  of  Christmas  we  see  old  and 
young  making  merry.  Even  the  vilest  sinner  thinks 
about  something  special  at  Christmas. 

The  worldly  man  is  more  affected  about  Christ- 
mas than  the  godly  man,— and  why?  Because  the 
godly  man  has  his  Christmas  all  the  year,  while  the 
worldly  man  is  only  affected  by  worldly  greetings, 
combined  with  ungodly  desires. 

Now,  while  the  worldling  is  rejoicing  with  the 
world,  let  us  step  over  nearer  to  Christ,  that  our 
Christmas  may  be  sweeter  all  next  year,  that  our 
Christmas  tree  may  stay  green,  bloom  and  bear 
fruit  all  next  year. 

Let  us  invite  the  worldly  man  over  to  our  Christ- 
mas tree  and  break  to  him  the  bounties  of  life  from 
the  "  tree  that  never  fails." 

We  should  also  give  him  the  Lord's  instructions 
how  to  cultivate  the  "  tender  plant  of  a  new  life  " 
that  he  has  received,  that  it  may  grow. 

Christ   would   not   have    us   be   selfish    with    our 
Christmas  tree.     It  should  be  a  tropical  tree,  bear- 
fruit  all  the  year,     It  should  grow  nearest  the 
sun. 
Let  us  find,  in  God's  Word,  what  our  tree 
to  exhibit  it. 


THE    GOSPEL    MDESSrEnSTO-Eie,. 


December  26 


WHAT  no  WE  00  TO  CHURCH  FOR? 


Yes,  I  say,  What  do  we  go  to  church  for?  Do  we 
go  with  the  right  spirit  or  not?  Can  we  go  and  lis- 
ten to  our  home  preachers,  feeling  that  we  are  will- 
ing to  accept  the  Word  of  Truth  just  as  well  when 
they  speak  as  when  strangers  come  in?  Or  will 
we  sit  with  our  heads  down,  looking  as  though  we 
wish  the  speaker  would  sit  down.  Or,  again, 
do  we,  with  a  book  or  Sunday  school  paper,  pre- 
tend to  be  reading?  Now,  I  say,  Can  we  go  to 
church  and  do  all  these  things  and  get  the  good 
out  of  the  sermon  that  we  should?  I  fear  we  can- 
not. 1  feel  that  when  we  go  to  the  house  of  God 
we  should  be  full  of  love  and  have  a  kind  word 
and  look  for  everybody.  The  minister  likes  to  see 
the  people's  eyes  turned  towards  him  and  not  be 
engaged    othe 


n  reading  the  Kible  or  any- 
preaching.  The  better  way 
for  us  is  to  read  our  Bibles  at  home.  If  I  were  a 
minister,  and  the  congregation  should  do  these 
things,  of  which  I  make  mention,  it  would  indeed 
make  me  feel  as  though  they  would  prefer  I  would 
not  talk  to  them.  God  help  such  people  to  do 
better,  and  act  like  Christians  should! 
Ccrrogordo,  111. 

PRAISES  FOR  DARK  HOURS. 
BY   FLORIDA  J.  E.  GREEN. 

Wf.  are  such  fallible  beings!  We  do  not  seem  to 
realize  what  is  in  store  for  us.  How  consoling 
when  we  meet  with  adversities  on  our  way,  to  realize 
that  the  Lord  is  with  us.  Sometimes  we  almost 
forget  that  we  are  in  the  hands  of  a  just  God, — 
that  he  works  out  all  things  for  our  good,  when  he 
suffers  us  to  be  persecuted. 

We  are  so  likely  to  become  despondent.  Our 
hopes  are  almost  blasted.  We  grow  cold  and  in- 
different about  our  spiritual  welfare,  and  give  our- 
selves over  into  the  hands  of  the  great  adversary  of 
souls,  and  walk  with  God  no  more. 

Here  is  our  great  mistake.  It  requires  faith, 
patience  and  perseverance  to  work  and  become 
conquerors  at  last.  We  have  much  to  praise  God 
for.  "Whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth." 
Our  darker  hours  are  just  before  the  day  begins  to 
dawn  upon  us.  Behind  every  cloud  there  is  a  sil- 
ver lining.  God's  ways  are  mysterious,  but  all  his 
seeming  afflictions  prove  to  be  blessings  in  dis- 
guise. God  has  a  motive  in  it  all.  "  Seek  ye  first 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness;  and 
all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you."  If 
we  are  on  the  Lord's  side  we  have  much  to  praise 
God  for;  outside  of  him  we  have  no  promise. 
"Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh 

Let  us  praise  the  Lord  in  darkness  as  well  as  in 
the  sunshine!  Praise  him  for  all  that  is  past,  and 
trust  him  for  all  that  is  to  come! 

Middletown,  /ltd. 


WRONU  TEACHING. 


Dear  brethren  and  sisters,  may  we  do  away  with 
so  much  foolishness  at  Christmas,  and  other  times 
as  well.  Then  we  will  have  more  money  to  help 
the  poor  and  needy,  whom  we  find  all  around  us. 

Were  we  expecting  Jesus  to  spend  Christmas 
Day  with  us  in  person,  how  different  our  prepara- 
tion would  be!  If  we  want 'him  in  spirit,  let  our 
conduct  be  such  that  he  will  not  be  ashamed  to 
dwell  with  us. 

Stannton,  I  'a. 

INCARNATION. 
BY  J.  S.  FLORY. 

Hkar,  ye  hosts  of  heavenl  1  am  what  /  am! 
Come,  thou  to  the  holy  convocation!  Come  an- 
gels and  arch-angels,  cherubims  and  seraphims! 
Blow  Gabriel's  trumpet,  blow  and  sound  the  call 
to  council!  Come,  all  ye  glorified  inhabitants  of 
the  upper  world!  Come,  my  beloved  son, — heir  of 
the  royal  family.  "  Lift  ye  up  the  everlasting  gates 
and  let  the  King  of  glory  in!"  Now  be  still;  let 
the  last  echo  of  that  sweet  melody  die  away  into  a 
holy  calm! 

As  the  voice  of  many  waters,  as  the  swelling 
symphonies  from  the  eternal  worlds,  there  comes  a 
cry,  saying,  "  Glory,  glory  to  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  to  redeem 
that  bright  star  from  the  dominions  of  the  old  ser- 
pent who  was  cast  out  from  heaven."  Divinity  only 
can  redeem  divinity.  The  price  must  be  equal  to 
the  thing  redeemed.  The  immortal,  divine  essence 
of  humanity  can  only  be  redeemed  by  immortality. 
The  "Lion  of  the  Tribe  of  Judah "  alone  can  be 
equal  to  the  emergency.  Love  says,  Go,  my  be- 
loVed,  go,  and  my  might  and  power  shall  be  with 
you!  Off  with  your  regal  vestments  of  royalty! 
Lay  aside  your  glory,  become  human,  that  the 
great  mysteiy  of  humanity  and  divinity  joining 
hands  may  be  revealed  to  the  inhabitants  of  earth! 
Angelic  messenger,  whisper  the  news  into  the  ear 
of  the  blessed  Virgin!  It  is  done!  Amen  and 
amen  is  echoed  throughout  the  corridors  of  the 
golden  temple.  Ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand 
angels  fall  prostrate  before  the  throne  and  cry, 
"  Holy,  holy!  Thrice  holy  art  thou,  God  Almigh- 
ty!" Love  has  prevailed, — mercy  has  triumphed! 
Now  let  the  heavenly  choir  break  forth  in  joyful  an- 
thems. Send  the  news  in  melodious  strains  of 
gladness  all  the  rounds  of  heaven,  and  down  to 
earth  let  it  go!  Let  the  shepherds  hear  it.  To 
earth's  remotest  bounds  herald  the  good  news, 
"  Peace  and  good  will  to  men."  The  babe  is 
born  in  Bethlehem.  God  Incarnate,  wonder  of  all 
wonders! 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 


As  we  see  preparations  being  made  for  Christmas 
and  hear  the  children  talk  about  what  "  Santa 
Claus"  will  bring,  we  wonder  what  the  end  will  be 
of  such  false  teaching. 

The  idea  of  dressing  up  a  man  to  have  him  look 
as  comical  as  possible,  to  come  in  and  treat  the 
children  at  Sunday  school,  is  carrying  things  to 
extremes. 

This  has  been  done  here,  and  so  frightened  some 
of  the  children  that  he  had  to  leave  the  room. 
May  we  make  Jesus  and  his  Word  more  fascinat- 
ing in  our  Sunday  school  and  homes,  and  may  we 
teach  the  innocent  ones  to  celebrate  the  day  in 
looking  to  God  as  the  Source  of  all  the  good  things 
we  receive.  If  we  do  our  duty  along  this  line,  we 
will  not  have  time  to  tell  the  children  false  stories 
about  "Santa  Claus."  It  does  no  good,  and,  I  am 
afraid,  will  result  in  much  harm. 


THE  NINETEEN  HUNDREDTH  BIRTHDAY. 

BY  A.  I.  MOW. 

A  century  in  which  to  prepare  for  a  millennium 
should  be  welcomed  and  well  improved.  It  is  now 
nineteen  hundred  years  since  that  hallowed  morn- 
ing when  the  angels  sang  to  the  shepherds,  "  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good 
will  toward  men." 

The  twentieth  Christian  century  has  come,  and 
how  does  it  find  us?  While  it  finds  no  abatement 
in  the  arduous  struggle  to  push  this  gracious  faith 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  it  does  find  a  weakening 
commotion  which  seriously  retards  its  forward 
movement. 

Those  who  once  inhabited  that  blessed  country 
in  which  the  Redeemer  was  born,  are  now  scat- 
tered to  the  four  winds,  and  with  tearful  eyes  look- 
ing back  to  their  beloved,  though  distressed,  Ca- 
naan, and  wondering  why  they  have  been  alienated. 
The  elect  hasten  forth  to  the  dark  corners  of  the 
earth  with  tapers,  streaming  forth  Holy  Ghost  ef- 
fulgence. 

Rome  smote  the  earth  with  her  iniquitous  wand 
of  usurpation  and  deception,  and  brought  forth 
every  unclean  thing.  Then,  throwing  her  mantle 
of   superstition   and   ignorance  upon   the  sun,  she 


out  0| 


forbade  the  nations  to  see  any  more.  But 
the  catacombs  and  tombs,  from  beneath  her  thron 
crept  forth  in  the  hour  darkest  before  dawn,  heart'' 
stout  for  the  Master  and  set  the  day-star  on  mou  S 
tain,  in  valley,  in  closets,  in  hearts. 

The  papacy  raged,  and  blood  flowed,  but  on  th 
bosom  of  its  current  it  carried  reflected  light  , 
lands  across  the  sea. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-eight  years  the  Brei 
ren  have  been  demonstrating  to  all  they  cc,u|d 
reach  what  John  13:  17  and  James  1:  25  mean 
They  have  brought  forth  sixtyfold  per  annum 
The  Sunday  schools  and  missionary  interests  of  the 
church  are  become  an  irresistible  power  for  subdn. 
ing  the  world. 

Let  this, — the  twentieth,— be  a  century  of  sober 
thought,  intense  feeling  and  dauntless  courage! 
Let  it  be  a  true  missionary  age!  With  all  against 
them  during  the  past  two  centuries,  the  Brethren 
have  gained  sixtyfold.  With  all  in  their  favor  dur- 
ing  the  coming  century,  why  could  they  not  yield 
a  hundredfold?    ____^____ 

ON  EARTH  PEACE. 

BY  M.  MYERS. 

The  first  Christmas  carol  sung  on  earth  was 
among  the  Judean  hills  in  the  land  of  Palestine, 
when  the  angel  appeared  unto  the  shepherds  by 
night,  to  herald  the  glad  news  of  the  birth  of  the 
Savior,  "which  is  Christ  the  Lord," 

Christ  came  that  peace  might  not  only  be  < 
and  preached,  but  be  made  between  God  and  t 
All  men  do   not  have  this  peace,  for  all  have  noli 
faith.     "  Therefore,    being  justified    by    faith, 
have   peace   with   God    through    our    Lord    Jesus  | 
Christ."     Rom.  5:  I. 

"Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  pie 
When    Peter   preached   the   Word   of  God  at  thej 
house   of   Cornelius,    preaching    peace    bt 
Christ,   the    Holy   Ghost    fell   on   all    then 
heard    the    Word.      They     were     initiated    i 

church  of  the  living  God  and  became  participants 
in  the  peace  and  love  of  God,  and  in  full  fello 
ship  with  the  household  of  faith.  "The  peace  of j 
God,  which  passeth  all  understanding  "  came  upon 
them.  It  kept  their  hearts  and  minds  through  Je- 
sus Christ."     Philpp.  4:  7. 

When  the  things  of  verse  8  are  wrought  in  our 
hearts  and   minds,   we  will  be  led   into  the  things 
that  are  "true,  honest,  just,   pure,   lovely,  and  of 
good    report, — of   virtue  and    praise."     "  Think  1 
these   things."     "And  the  God  of  peace  shall! 
with  you."     Verse  9. 

This  work  of  God  among  us  will  bring  us  into 
the  peace  and  holiness  of  Heb.  12:  14.  May  the 
God  of  peace,  of  Heb.  13:  20,  21,  be  with  us  all,  " 
perfect  us  for  the  work  of  life,  and  prepare  us  f 
the  eternal  home  of  peace! 

Creston,  Iowa. 


OUR  PRAYER. 


O  thou  Source   of  light   and   life   and  love,  we 
k  thee  that  thou  hast  ever  revealed  thyself  »« 
We  thank  thee 


vale  of  sin  at 

rountenance,  1 

We  bless  th 

vhereby  man  m 

praise  tb 


..,th 


th 

to  man  as  a  "  Father  in  heaven!" 

for  the  faith  that  lifts  us  above  this 

brings  us  into  the  sunlight  of  thy 

to  the  glory  of  thy  life  and  love! 

for  that  perfect  plan  of  salvation, 

become  safe  and  happy  evermore 

for  thy  greatest  and  best  gift  to  man,  even  w 

the  Lord!     And  now,  while  the  earth  is  filled  > 

this  glad  Christmas-tide,  we  come  unto  thee,- 

unworthy  though  we  be,  and  lowly, — we  c0     we 

confidence  because  Jesus  intercedes  for  us, 

ask  thee  to  bless  abundantly  all  thy  dear  wai    1 

ones!     Help  us  to  work  while  we  waitl    H«  P  .1 

to  run  and  not  be  weary,  to  walk  and  not  fat  ^ 

thy  service!     We  pray  thee  that  many  sou  ^ 

soon  be  convinced  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  a 

judgment  to  come,  by  thy  Spirit's  mi£htytbjSp 

May  we,  in  obedience,  confess  Christ  on 


pecem 


ber  26,  1896. 


THE   GOSPEL   jVCESSIEj^Q-IER,. 


gladsome  birthday  of  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
*ix  We  ask  thee  that  this  number  of  the  Gospel 
HIussenger  may  bring  joy  to  many  hearts,  even  the 
;oy  of  the  Lord.  May  each  member  be  crowned 
with  thy  spirit  of  unselfish  love!  Keep  all  thine 
oWn  unto  a  more  perfect  day,  a  more  joyful  praise! 
Amen. 
Ottawa,  Kans. 


WHAT  OFFENDS  THE  KINO.DDM  OF  HEAVEN. 

BY  NICODEMUS  BIGLER. 

Isaiah,  one  of  the  greatest  old  prophets  says, 
11  My  judgment  is  with  the  Lord,  therefore  I  have 
set  my  face  like  a  flint  against  evil."  Transgres- 
sors of  the  law  will  be  punished  according  to  the 
Savior's  decree,  and  the  wicked  shall  be  cast  into 
hell  as  their  deserved  punishment.  We  are  told 
that  all  that  which  offends  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
shall  be  cast  into  hell. 

We  are  commanded  to  fear  God  and  obey  him. 
The  Lord  commanded  Moses  to  proclaim  unto  the 
people  that  they  should  cleanse  and  sanctify  them- 
selves unto  the  third  day.  Then  they  should  come 
out  and  hear  his  voice  high  above  them.  The  con- 
gregation of  the  people  feared  the  Lord  when  they 
heard  his  voice.  They  knew  how  the  Lord  had 
punished  the  idolatrous,  wicked  Egyptians.  Whei 
the  Israelites  were  released  from  Egyptian  thrall 
dom  they  were  led  through  the  wilderness  wit! 
mighty  miracles  to  their  long-promised  land  of 
Canaan,  The  Lord  has  his  angels  and  agents  to 
do  his  works.     Provoke  them  not! 

Goshen,  Ind. 


THE  LAMB  OF  QOD. 


BY  C.  K.  BURKHOLDER. 

On  this  Christmas  eve,  let  parents,  children,  se 

ants  and  all,  gather  around  the  family  altar,  and 

'.  .behold    the    Lamb    of   God   who   has  brought    °ood 

news  from  our  dear  Father  in  that  beautiful   home 

over  there,  as  he  passed  from  the  lowly  manger  to 

heaven's  throne.     Hear  him  speak  words  of  pi 

and  comfort  to  our  weary  souls.  Let  us  resolve 
that,  as  the  days  of  another  year  pass  by,  we  will 
make  him  our  best  friend,  become  more  familiar 
with  his  teachings,  and  live  for  him  who  died  for  us 
Octa-oia,  Nebr. 


"WHEN  JESUS  WAS  BORN." 

BY  J.  D.  HAUGHTELIN. 

According  to  the  generally-accepted  chronology 
of  the  Bible,  this  winter  completes  nineteen  cen- 
turies since  the  time  "when  Jesus  was  born." 
Matt.  2:  1,  The  exact  time  is  of  minor  importance, 
but  the  event  is  the  most  important  on  record,  be- 
ing the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  concerning  the 
promised  Redeemer.  When  it  was  decided  to  re- 
deem fallen  man,  God  being  "of  purer  eyes  than 
to  behold  evil"  (Heb.  1:  13)  it  was  necessary  that 
•here  be  a  mediator  between  God  and  man,— one 
able  to  reach  up  and  take  hold  of  God,  and  also 
stoop  down  and  be  in  touch  and  sympathy  with 
smful  man. 

The  Son  of  God  was  the  only  being  capable  of 
this,  hence  "The  Word  was  made  flesh  and  dwelt 
among   us."    John    ,.    ,4      „  God  was  manifest  in 

'he  flesh."     1  Tim.  3:  16.     Infinite  Divinity  was  im- 
prisoned in  a  human  body,  subject  to  hunger,  thirst, 
at'g"e,  temptation  and  death! 
This  was  a  very  vivid  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy 
ten  centuries  before;    "a  man  of  sorrows  and 

acquainted  with   grief Surely  he  hath 

tie  our  griefs  and  carried  our  sorrows  .... 
e  was   wounded   for   our   transgressions,    he    was 

bru'sed  for  our  iniquities and  with  his 

str'Pesare  we  healed."     Isa.   53:  3-5.     "While  we 
*er«  yet    sinners   Christ   died   for   us."     Rom.    5: 
'    "He    first    loved    us."     1   John    4:    '9-     Dear 
eader,  do  you  love  Jesus  f 
p«*ora,  Iowa. 


CHRISTMAS  EVILS. 


BY  SAMUEL  MURRA\ 


call  the  attention  of  all  professors  of  Chris- 
nty  to  the  vain  and  sinful  practice  and  habit 
that  so  many  members,  and  even  ministers,  have 
indulged  in  on  the  sacred  birthday  of  Christ  The 
parents  of  small  children,  after  the  children  are 
sleep,  will  put  some  candy  and  other  things  in  the 
hildren's  shoes  or  stockings.  Then,  on  the  holy 
Christmas  morning,  when  the  children  are  sur- 
prised to  see  those  things,  they  tell  them  that  San- 
ta Claus  was  here  last  night  and  put  the  things  in 
r  stockings.  The  children  ask,  "  How  did  he 
get  in?"  The  parents  will  say,  "He  came  down 
:  chimney  or  stove-pipe."  That  is  telling  what 
not  true.  It  is  deceiving  the  innocent  children 
and  telling  a  willful  untruth.  Oh,  may  God  help 
every  brother  and  sister  to  be  on  their  guard,  and 
not  be  guilty  of  such  wickedness!  I  wish  all  who 
see  this  a  "  Merry  Christmas 
Year." 

Mexico,  Ind. 

We  may  compare  the  Bible  to  the  tabernacle, 
with  its  three  courts.  The  outer  court  is  the  letter 
of  the  Scripture:  the  inner  court,  or  holy  place,  is 
the  truth  of  the  Scripture;  the  holiest  place  of  all 
is  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  only  when  we 
pass  the  inmost  veil  do  we  come  to  him. 


Happy 


ADDITIONAL    EDITORIAL. 


ROUNDINO  UP. 


When  we 
a  time  in  thi 
It  was  after 
of  the  year 
days   that   turn    autur 


the 


:  yet  in  our  old  farm-h 
,r  that  was  called    "  roundi 
ingathering, — after  the  far 
over,  or  nearly  so,  and  th 


e,  we  had 

"  ig'up." 

vork 

cold 


/inter  were  coming 
apace.  It  was  the  closing  up  of  the  year's  work 
and  a  final  preparation  for  the  approaching  winter. 
a  time  when  the  busy  toilers  of  farm  life  should,  lor 
a  season,  lay  aside  their  implements  of  warfare, 
rest  from  their  labors  and  enjoy  the  fruitage  of  the 
year. 

While  there  may  be  a  line  of  sadness  in  these 
days  of  "rounding  up,"  because  of  their  being  ex- 
pressive of  the  closing  of  opportunities,  yet,  are 
not  these  more  than  sweetened  by  the  expectant 
joys  of  approaching  Christmas-tide  and  the  attend- 
ing, gladsome  home-life  enjoyments?  How  well 
we  remember  when  the  last  load  of  corn  was 
thrown  into  the  well-filled  crib,— the  last  load  of 
fodder  rumbled  in  over  the  barn  floor  and  was 
pitched  up  through  a  hole  and  packed  into  the 
mow  above!  Then  were  the  plows,  cultivators, 
harrows,  etc  ,  brought  in  from  the  fields,  and  placed 
J,  mattocks,  shovels  and 
stowed  carefully  away  in 
s  well  stocked  with  great 
loose  boards,  poles  and 
1  a  safe  place. 
Sometimes  this  rounding  up  was  hurried  by  an 
unusual  redness  of  the  eastern  sky,  at  the  early 
sunrise.  The  time  of  winter  was  not  only  ap- 
proaching, but  the  indications  were  that  the  day  for 
■  finish  "  had  come.  Hence  the  earnest  and  speedy 
ounding  up.  It  is  a  time  of  preparation,  of  get- 
ing  ready  for  the  storms  and  snows  of  winter. 

The  next   morning,  after  the  red  sunrise  and  a 
lull,  cloudy  day,  the  yard,  the  fields  and  the  sur- 
ounding  hills  were  all  covered  over  with  a  blanket 
f  beautiful  snow,  and  it  did  our  souls  good  to  see 
the  smiles  of  satisfaction  that  beamed  from  father's 
mother's  face,  as  they   came    into   the   warm 
n,  rubbing  their  hands  before  the  warm,  blazing 
It   was    the  expression    of    satisfaction    that 
les  from  needed  preparations  timely  made. 
Dear  reader,  did  you  ever  pass  through  experi- 
ences of  this  kind?     We  mean  times  when  the  un- 
expected  came,   and    yet    you    were    ready,— pre- 
pared.   There  is  a  solid  satisfaction  about  it  that 
comes   to   men   only    occasionally.     And   when   it 
does  come,  we  feel  it  to  be  among  the  brightest 
stars  of  our  life's  horizon. 


The 

tools  of  all  kinds  were 
the  wood-house,  which  w 
ranks  of  wood.  Even  th 
palings,  were  set  on  end 


These  Iin»s  of  thought  force  themselves  upon  us 
in  retrospect,  as  the  seasons  come  and  go,  and  es- 
pecially so  as  the  sands  run  low  in  the  year  glass. 
So  it  is  at  this  writing.  We  are  reminded  that  a 
year  ago  we  were  being  rolled  and  tossed  in  mid- 
ocean  on  our  homeward  voyage  from  the  Bible 
Lands.  It  was,  for  us,  the  rounding  up  of  the  most 
intensely  interesting  six  months  of  our  life.  How 
often,  —  waking  and  sleeping,  —  have  we  since 
dreamed  it  over? 

But  as  these  scenes  and  the  closing  days  of  the 
year  come  tripping  along,  we  are  made  to  think  of 
another  scene  that  will  soon  close  in  upon  us  all, 
for  which  we  need  a  "  rounding  up."  And  as  we 
can  do  this  but  for  once,  a  thousand  times  the 
more  important  it  is  to  all  of  us,  that  we  begin  in 
time,  take  note  of  the  whole  field  and  do  it  well. 
We  mean,  when,  for  the  last  time,  we  shall  look 
over  our  fields,  our  shops  and  places  of  business, — 
for  the  last  time  gather  into  our  garners  the  gold- 
en grain,  and  into  our  bins  the  last  load  of  hay 
and  fodder;  when,  for  the  last  time,  we  bring  in 
the  faltering  sheep  and  the  belated  herd;  or  stir 
the  fires  that  glow  upon  our  hearths  or  the  heater 
that  sends  warmth  and  cheer  all  through  these 
eaithly  homes;  when  our  seat  at  the  festive  board 
will  be' vacant,  and  our  door  shall  close  upon  us 
for  the  last  time.  Are  we  "rounding  up  "  for  this 
event?  Can  we  now  feel  that,  should  to-i 
find  our  gathering-up  til 
our  fathers  and  mothers, 
meet  in  the  morning,  in 
the  smiles  of  satisfaction  beamin 
because  the  days  before  were  i 
up  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
our  fathers  rounding  up  their  woi 
for  the  approaching  storms  of  wir 

Our  Heavenly  Father  has  beer 
given  us  many  summer,  harvest  ai 
that  we  might  do  the  work  that 
He  has  given  us  the  passing  and 
to  show  us  that  time  is  waning.  The  Holy  Spirit 
has  knocked,  and  knocked  again,  lo  tell  us  that  we 
have  wandered  away  from  the  fold  of  the   Father's 


ded,  we  could,  with 
11  of  our  dear  ones, 
Father's  home,  with 
ling  from  our  faces, 
:  spent  in  rounding 
n,  as  we  have  seen 
vork  on  their  farms, 
ivinter? 

;en  good  to  us  and 
id  gathering  days, 
we  ought  to  do. 
;han^ing  seasons, 


.,'raci 


,  that  v 

leadii 

n  the  r 


hand.     All 


and  needed  a  lo 


ami  I  h.- 


K  Sa- 
been 
door, 
Come 
life's 


s  of  grac 
written  over  in  letters  of  sacrificial  blood 
in!  Come  in!  "  Morning  after  morning,  c 
sun  has  arisen  through  the  red,  cloudy  mistiness,  to 
warn  us  of  approaching  changes  and  storms,  that 
we  may  "  round  up  "  our  life's  work  and  so  be  pre- 
pared to  lay  our  armor  by  and  enter  the  everlasting 
fold,  there  to  enjoy  forever. 

O,  that  these  holiday  seasons  might  lift  us  above 
the  mists  and  fogs  of  time  and  enable  us  to  catch 
but  a  glimpse  of  the  Sweet  Beyond!  With  how 
much  more  grace  and  brightness  could  we  meet  and 
welcome  the  tokens  that  intimate  to  us  the  ap- 
proaching end  of  labor  and  preparation.  With  what 
real  joy  would  we  get  to  rounding  up  for  the  occa- 
sion! 

the   needful  thing   for   us   to    do? 
k  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  right- 
ess.     This  done,  let  us  commence  setting  our 
in   order.     Anything  wrong  in   it,  throw  it 
Anything  lacking,  bring  it  in.     As  we  would 
re  our  earthly  houses  for  the  visit  of  a  very 
riend,  so  let  us  prepare  our  spiritual  houses, 
id   we  want  him  to  be 
1  us  and  we  with  him. 
ybody  feels  a  satisfac- 
nts  before  the  close  of 


But   what 
First  of  all, 


l'"-l" 


for  the  Master  is  coi 

our  gugst.     He  will  ; 

Lastly, — settle   up 

tion  in  settling  all  hi 


th 


the  old  year,  so  that  he  can  enter  the 

lean  record,  so  we  should  all  settle  with  our 
avenly  Father,  that,  when  time  here  closes  in 
s,  we  may  enter  the  New  Life  with  a  clean 
This  is  the  yearning  of  our  souls,  and  wc 
pression  to  it  when  we  sing: 
"  When  I 


upon 


id  my  title  clear, 
in  the  skies, 
I'll  bid  farewell  to  every  fear, 
And  wipe  my  weeping  eyes." 

May  the  "  rounding  up  "  of  each  one 
clean,  full  and  sweet!  A  "  Merry  Christ 
a  "  Happy  New  Year  "  to  all.     Amen! 


T.J=L.tlJ    QOyjpJEiL    3yL£iSfc3-EJNTOJii^fc 


December  26, 


^THE  *  YOUNQ  *  PEOPLED 


ODR  MISSIONARY  READING  CIRCLE. 


Course    of    Reading. 

*  ins  l    yjBAB. 

I.  "Crisis  ol  Missions,"  cloth.  Ii. 04:  paper 34  cents 

s.  "Life  ol  A.  Judson."  cloth.  17  cents;  paper is  cents. 

1.  "Out  Country."  cloth,  SS  cents;  paper ag  cents. 

4.  "  Nonsuch  Professor,"  cloth 83  Cents 

BBOOSO    YKAIt. 
S-  "  Miracles  ol  Missions."  cloth.  S4  cents;  paper u  cents. 

6.  "  Memoir  of  Robert  Moffat,"  cloth,  a?  cents;  paper IS  cente. 

7.  Cannibals  ol  New  Guinea,"  cloth 70  cents. 

8.  "The  Seven  Laws  ol  Tcnchlng,"  cloth 6S  cents. 
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.  M.  Barwlck.  W 


Reading  Circle  shool 


laandrln.  Ohio;  Mr 
■  oilier,  Waynesboro,  I'a  ; 
INC  ClHCLB.-Prcsldent,  ' 
Raker,   Wnynes fa 


CMRISTIVIAS  aiFrs. 

"  Thon  hasl  received  gills  lor  men."    Ps.68   is 
CHRISTMAS  gifts  for  thee. 

Precious  gifts  from  the  heavenly  slorc. 
Filling  thy  casket  more  and  more; 
Golden  love  in  divinest  chain. 
That  never  can  be  untwined  again; 
Silvery  carols  of  joy  that  swell 
Sweetest  of  all  in  the  heart's  lone  cell; 
Pearls  of  peace  that  were  sought  for  the< 
In  the  terrible  depths  of  a  fiery  sea; 
Diamond  promises  sparkling  bright, 
Flashing  in  farthest  reaching  light. 


Christn: 
Grand  ; 
Chrislm 


gilts  f,„  Ihe 
I  free! 


ts  from  the  King  of  love, 
Brought  from  His  royal  home  above; 
Brought  to  thee  in  the  far-off  land, 
Brought  to  thee  by  His  own  dear  hand. 
Promises  held  by  Christ  for  thee, 
Peace  as  a  river  flowing  free; 
Joy  that  in  His  own  joy  must  live, 
And  love  that  Infinite  Love  can  give. 
Surely  thy  heart  of  hearts  uplifts, 
Carols  of  praise  for  such  Christmas  gifts! 

1998. 

BY  G.  L.  McDONAUGH. 


W11 


the  Recording  Angel's  books  show  that, 
during  the  last  eighteen  months,  there  has  been  that 
number  of  claims  filed  in  any  one  community,  to  a 
home  over  there,  in  that  city  not  built  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens,  when  all  that  is  required  to 
secure  such  a  home  is  to  comply  with  the  simple 
rules,  as  laid  down  in  the  Gospel? 

Just  recently  I  read  a  report,  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernment officials  in  one  of  the  United  States  Land 
offices,  that  1,99s  claims  have  been  filed  in  that  one 
office  for  free  homes.  This  caused  the  writer  to 
make  the  inquiry  at  the  head  of  this  article.  Why 
is  it  so  few,  comparatively,  make  application  for  a 
home  beyond  this  life,  where  rest  and  joy  will  be 
eternal  in  the  heavens?  Why  devote  so  much  time 
and  strength  and  energy  in  securing  a  home,  here 
upon  this  earth,  which,  at  most,  they  can  enjoy  but 
a  few  years  and  then  have  to  leave  it,  whether  they 
have  secured  a  claim  to  a  home  beyond  or  not? 

42  S.  Third  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

PURITY. 


Purity  comes  from  God.  The  life  of  the  true 
Christian  imbibes  its  purity,  without  which  no  one 
is  a  Christian,  from  that  Holy  Fountain  of  all  puri 
ty,— God. 

To  the  pure  all  things  are  pure.  Its  abode  is  far 
above  the  sensual,  fleeting  pleasures  of  this  earth 
It  hoists  the  ideals  of  its  subjects  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  base,  the  vile,  the  impure;  and  blesses  its 
children  with  royal,  unending  joy  in  the  sunlight  of 
God's  smiling  countenance. 

Like  the  angels  of  heaven,  who  administer  to  the 
saints  and  perform  the  will  of  the  Father,  and  yet 


are  not  contaminated  with  the  vice  and  filth  of  this 
sin- defiled  world,  so  purity  soars  on  wings  of  gold, 
as  it  were,  above  all  sin,  and  will  no  more  mingle 
therewith  than  oil  and  water. 

The  subjects  of  puriiy  enjoy  a  close  relationship 
with  Christ.  They  strive  to  be  more  and  more  like 
the  Divine  Master.  It  begets  in  its  followers  that 
spirit  of  love  and  truth,  those  essential  qualities 
that  constitute  the  real  character  of  the  child  of 
God.  It  clears  the  way  from  earth  to  heaven.  The 
acts  of  the  body,  the  words  of  the  tongue  denote  its 
presence  in  the  thoughts— its  dwelling-place. 

The  portals  of  never-ending  bliss  are  ever  open  to 
purity.  It  is  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
child  of  God  and  the  child  of  the  devil. 

The  ideals,  aspirations  and  attainments  of  the  in- 
dividual are  brightened,  heightened  and  ennobled. 
It  blesses  the  home,  the  church  and  the  daily  walks 
of  men.  The  child  of  purity  can  rest  secure  in 
his  hope  of  heaven  Jesus  said,  "  Blessed  are  the 
pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God." 

Buffalo  Forge,  Va. 


A  PROBLEM. 


A  brother  who  is  very  sorely  in  need  of  a  watch 
and  chain  and  a  pair  of  spectacles  goes  to  a  jewelry 
store  and  finds  that  he  can  purchase  an  elegant  gold 
outfit  for  S30.  He  also  finds  that  he  can  purchase 
a  silver  watch  and  chain,  and  silver-rimmed  specta- 
cles, which  will  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  servicea- 
ble, for  Si/. 50  As  he  is  a  very  devout  brother,  in- 
terested in  foreign  missions,  and  wanting  to  do  all 
possible  good  at  home,  which  does  he  buy? 

Citronelle,  Ala. 


OUR  TIME  IS  SHORT. 


In  Ps.  89:  47  the  Psalmist  asks  God  to  remember 
that  his  time  is  short.  I  wish  that  everybody  could 
know  that  our  time  is  short,  and  that  long  visits, 
long  stories,  long  essays,  long  exhortations  and  long 
prayers  seldom  profit  those  who  have  to  do  with 
them. 

Life  is  short.  Time  is  short.  Moments  are  pre- 
cious. We  can  bear  many  things  that  are  dull  if 
they  are  only  short.  In  days  gone  by,  when  an  an- 
gel or  angels  were  dispatched  from  heaven,  they 
would  make  known  their  message  promptly  and 
then  go  on  their  way.  O  let  us  learn  to  be  short! 
Let  us  lop  off  branches,  and  stick  to  the  main  fact 
in  our  case!  If  we  pray,  let  us  ask  for  what  we 
would  receive  and  get  through.  If  we  would  speak, 
let  us  tell  our  message  and  hold  our  peace!  Let  us 
boil  down  two  words  into  one,  and  three  into  two! 

The  wise  man  said,  "Whatsoever  thy  hand  find- 
eth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might,  for  there  is  no  work, 
nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  nor  wisdom,  in  the 
grave,  whither  thou  goest."  Eccl.  9:  10.  Our  time 
is  short! 

Baker,  Ohio. 


JESUS  WILL  COME  AQAIN. 


While  we  are  celebrating  Christ's  birth,  would  it 
not  be  well  to  look  forward  to  that  more  glorious 
time,— not  so  far  off  as  some  may  think— the  sec- 
ond coming  of  Christ? 

That  time  is  surely  coming,  even  though  we  do 
not  know  the  date.  Did  not  Jesus  say,  "  I  will  come 
again  and  receive  you  unto  myself  "?  Angels  pro- 
:laimed  his  coming  again,  saying,  "  This  same  Je- 
ius,  who  is  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  shall 
come  in  like  manner  as  ye  have  seen  him  go  into 
/en  "  He  will  come,  not  as  a  babe  in  the  man- 
not  as  a  poor,  lowly,  despised  person.  No;  he 
be  the  Prince  of  Peace,  ruling  the  world  in 
righteousness.  The  Lord  himself  shall  "descend 
from  heaven  with  a  shout,  ...  and  the  dead  in 
Christ  shall  rise  first.  Then  we  which  are  alive,  and 
remain,  shall  be  caught  up  together  with  them  in 
the  clouds,  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air:  and  so  shall 
we  ever  be  with  the  Lord." 


when 


Think  of  it!     Think  of  that  great   reunion, 
I   nations   of  the   earth,   who    have    been '  sa, 
rough  the  blood  of  Jesus,  shall  meet  that  Savi 
d  shall  ever  be  with  him,  together  with  tho       ' 
We  cannot  all  be  unit,,,  W| 


ose  who 
united 
loved  ones  on  Christmas,  but  if  we  prove  faithful  to' 
our  calling,  we  can  look  forward  with  joy  to  th 
happy  Christmas  that  is  surely  coming.  lyiav 
all  be  ready!  VV 

Abilene,  Kans. 


THE  ANQEL'S  MESSAQE. 


BY   JOHN    R.    SNYDER. 

There  is  no  day,  perhaps,  so  universally  celt 


ommemo- 


A  day 

sings  is 

But 


brated  by  the  Christian  people,  as  that 
rating  the  birth  of  our  Savior.  1 1  is  immaterial  to  us 
whether  the  date  is  technically  correct  or  not.  The 
greater  fact  for  us  to  realize  is,  whether  we  celebrate 
it  for  the  event  which  it  commemorates,  or  whether 
we  follow  a  routine  duty  of  the  law  of  custom. 

That  it  is  an  event  which  the  loyal  Christian  can 
rightfully  celebrate,  no  one  can  question, 
which  brought  to  the  world  such  great  ble: 
worthy  of  all  honor  and  sacred  keeping 
whether  the  modern  form  of  entertainment,  as 
plied  to  this  event,  is  appropriate,  can  be  rightfully 
questioned.  It  should  be  the  occasion  of  joy,  but 
not  levity;  of  memorials,  but  not  extravagant  gifts; 
of  hope  and  love,  but  not  improper  recreations, 

When  the  angel  announced  "tidings  of  great  joy," 
he  certainly  did  not  mean  that  Christian  pulpits 
should  be  turned  into  "  mounte-bank "  impersona- 
tions to  commemorate  the  event.  Shame  on  the 
minister  who  will  allow  God's  altar  to  become  a 
part  of  the  comic  opera! 

But  there  is  a  sentence  in  the  angel's  message 
that  concerns  us  all  and  which  particularly  applies 
to  us  now,  "which  shall  be  to  all  people."  The 
Christmas  season,— so  full  of  its  joys  and  hearts 
made  glad,— has  its  dark  side.  Many  who  know 
the  name  of  Jesus,  whom  it  celebrates,  have  not 
even  the  bare  necessities  of  life,  much  less  the 
smallest  of  those  things  which  make  the  day  joyous  ' 
to  those  who  are  more  favorably  situated.  Belov- 
ed, when  making  out  your  list  of  friends  for  remem- 
brances in  this  Christmastide,  think  of  these. 

But  still  the  angel's  message  says,  "  Which  shall 
be  to  all  people."  Now,  no  one  celebrates  Christ- 
mas but  those  who  know  Christ.  These  "  tidings  of 
great  joy "  have  never  been  told  to  numberless 
''  people,"  hence  they  have  no  part  in  these  joys. 
Let  us  not  fail  to  carrry  these  tidings  to  all  people. 

Belle fontaine,  Ohio. 


WHAT  SIX  QUARTERS  DID. 

BY  LIZZIE  McNELLY. 

/e  saw  in  the  last  Messenger  what  wonderful 
results  were  obtained  by  "  sixteen  pennies  "  in  the 
hands  of  as  many  little  girls.  We  had  a  similar  ex- 
perience in  our  Sunday  school. 

Six  quarters  were  given  to  six  young  ladies  (my 
scholars ),  to  use  as  they  thought  best  or  had  oppor- 
tunity, and  at  the  close  of  our  school  we  had  S10.SI 
tor  the  India  Mission. 

Don't  be  afraid  to  invest  for  the  Lord!  Do  you 
need  more?  Giye  more!  "Exceeding  great  and 
precious  promises  "  are  in  store  for  the  cheerful  gi"- 
r. 

Brookville,  Ohio. 


WILL  DO  WHAT  WE  CAN. 
BY    MARY   v.    HARSHBARGER. 

In  order  to  push  our  work  forward  we  organized 
a  sister's  mission.  We  are  weak  here  in  numbers, 
and  also  financially,  but  it  is  a  good  plan  for  pe°' 
pie  to  do  all  they  can  to  help  themselves.  This  w« 
will  do,  and  we  will  also  help  the  poor  to  come  to 
church  and  Sunday  school.  To  preach,  keep  »' 
commandments  and  then  not  help  to  clothe  the  na- 
ked does  not  show  up  well  in  the  light  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. Now,  if  any  one  wants  to  co-operate  w 
i  in  that  direction,  we  will  be  very  glad  indeed. 

4'5  W.  Sixth  St.,  Hutchinson,  Kans. 
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"CHRIST  IS  BORN." 

"  Peace  on  earth,  to  men  good  wilt," 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Prophet's  word  God  doth  fulfill, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Born  is  Christ  the  Word  eternal, 
Lord  of  earth  and  realms  supernal; 
Angels  tell  the  wondrous  story, 
Bear  the  tidings  back  to  glory, 
"  Christ  is  born,  our  King." 
Men  and  angels  sing. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
"  Peace  on  earth  "  to  all  who  live, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
This  the  gift  our  God  doth  give, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Born  is  Christ  of  Virgin  lowly, 
Son  of  God,  the  ever  Holy. 
Tell  the  truth  that  all  may  know  it, 
Live  the  truth  that  life  may  show  it, 
"Christ  is  born,  our  King," 
Men  and  angels  sing, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
"  Peace  on  earth  "  Christ  comes  at  last; 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Reign  of  sin  forever  past, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Born  is  Christ  by  some  rejected, 
But  by  waiting  hearts  expected. 
Rich  his  gifts  of  consolation, 
Vanished  sin's  sad  desolation. 
"  Christ  is  born,  our  King," 
Men  and  angels  sing 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
"  Peace  on  earth,"  no  sin-drawn  tear. 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
"  Peyice  on  earth,"  no  sin-born  fear, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 
Born  is  Christ  and  death  is  banished, 
Born  is  Christ  and  hell  is  vanquished; 
Nevermore  need  soul  be  weary, 
Nevermore  need  path  be  dreary, 
"  Christ  is  born,  our  King," 
Men  and  angels  sing, 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah! 

— Ernest  Geo.  Wesley. 


WE  MUST  HELP  THE  WORK. 


We 


•■  pray  for  the  church  and  for  God  to  bless  the 
missions.  We  should  all  pray,  "  Lord,  make  me  a 
more  willing  worker  for  my  blessed  Master."  We 
should  not  neglect  to  do  our  part.  There  are  many 
of  the  poor  in  the  sight  of  God  who  give  much 
more  than  the  rich. 

If  each  member  would  only  give  one  dollar  a 
year,  what  a  great  work  might  be  done!  I  am  will- 
ing to  give  one  dollar  each  year.  I  am  poor,  but 
all  those  who  know  not  the  Gospel  are  poorer  yet 
than  I  am.  Missionaries  must  be  sent  out  into  all 
the  world,  in  compliance  with  the  command  of  God. 
H  is  a  great  work  to  be  in  the  mission  field.  God 
"as  given  this  work  to  the  faithful  to  do,  and  if  we 
"e  true  members  of  the  body  of  Christ  we  will  1 
a  helping  hand.  May  the  Lord  bless  me  in 
weakness! 

Adrian,  Ufa. 

THE  SUNDAY  EQUS. 


After  reading  sister  Flory's  article,  "  What  Six- 
teen Children  Did,"  I  decided  to  relate  what  I  did. 
Last  spring  I  began  counting  all  the  eggs  the  hens 
•aid  on  Sunday.  Then  I  dropped  into  a  box,  kept 
'or  the  purpose,  the  amount  of  money  they  would 
oring  in  market.  When  the  box  was  opened  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  it  was  found  to  contain  83.60. 
If  all  the  sisters  would  make  a  similar  rule,   quite  a 


823 


tht 


le  family, 
n  to  look 
nary  box. 


neat  little  sum  would  be  brought  from  the  various 
missionary  boxes  next  Thanksgiving  Day,  on  the 
farms  where  poultry  is  kept.  It  would  be  surpris- 
ing to  see  how  much  those  Sunday  eggs  would 
bring. 

Then,  where  there  are  children 
there  might  be  a  hen  set  apart  fo 
after,  the  proceeds  to  go  into  the 
How  they  would  c'ap  their  little  ha..ua 
sparkling  eyes,  they  come  to  tell  mamma  the  mis 
sionary  hen  laid  an  egg,  or  when  the  little  mission- 
ary chicks  are  brought  from  the  nest!  I  wonder 
.f  they  would  not  arouse  the  older  ones  to  more 
zeal  in  the  rmssionary  work.  Give  the  children  a 
chance  and  see  what  they  will  do! 

Galena,  Kans. 

THE  OREAT  BEQUEST. 


N. 


ROSSWAIT. 


The  last  Wtll  and  Testament  of  our  Lord  and 
Savior  Jesus  Christ  is,  by  far,  the  greatest  be,  test 
ever  made  to  mankind;  and  yet  the  conditions 
therein  specified  are  simple  and  easy  to  be  complied 
with,  but  it  is  so  much  mystified  by  the  many  dif- 
ferent constructions  put  upon  it  that  the  masses  of 
the  world  have  been  led  to  believe  it  to  be  a  mys- 
tery, requiring  learned  ones  to  set  forth  its  condi- 
ttons  by  which  we  may  receive  the  great  bequest  so 
freely  offered  to  all  who  will  observe  the  conditions 
of  that  will.  Never  was  a  will  so  great  made  to 
mortal  man,  and  yet  none  was  ever  so  neglected, 
even  by  those  who  claim  the  bequest.  Mankind 
are  prone  to  claim  his  mercy  without  complying 
with  his  terms  of  mercy.  O  that  we  could  all  see 
ourselves  as  God  sees  us,  then,  surely,  we  would 
awake  from  a  dead  state  and  be  alive  unto  our  eter- 
nal welfare. 


THE  NECESSITY  OF  MISSIONARIES. 


that 


BY  H.    F     NET/LEY. 

It  has  not  been  so  very  long  s 
work  was  not  given  much  attention. 

Jesus  says,  "  Go  ye.  therefore,  and  teach 
tions."  Matt.  28:  19.  Many  missionar 
needed  here  at  home.  It  may  be  we  ha\ 
friend  that  does  not  know   I, 


the   pardon  of 


How  many  times  do 
ing  others  about  Jesus, 
are  not  Christians,  ar 
them,  we  take  part  in 
we  should  let  our  light 
endeavor  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ 

All  may  do  mission  work.     We  shall 
1  according  to  our  works. 


leglect  our  duty  of  tell- 
n  we  are  with  those  that 
nstead  of  admonishing 
r  wrong  doings?  Here 
ne!     We  should  always 


THE  TWENTIETH  CENTURY. 


We  celebrate  this  year  the  nineteen  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Christ.  If  Christ's  birth 
preceded  the  present  era  four  years,  or  B.  C.  4, 
adding  1896,  which  we  now  complete,  we  have  1,900 
rth.  Instead  of  waiting 
1  century  of  Christ's  na- 


years  since  our  Savior 
four  years  for  the  twer 
tivity,  it  is  now  upon  us. 

Over  against  such  years,  as  also  birthdays  and 
New  Year  days,  we  set  new  hopes,  new  resolves. 
What,  as  individuals  and  as  a  united  people,  are 
we  willing  to  set  over  against  this  one? 

As  individuals,  are  we  satisfied  with  our  past 
lives,  past  attainments?  If  not,  let  us  move  up 
and  onward!  Let  us  consecrate  our  lives  anew  to 
him  whose  we  are! 

As  a  people,  should  we  not  let  the  opening  year 
mark  the  epoch  for  pressing  forward  the  project  of 


the 


ch 


it  take  to  reach  the  800,000.000  heathen 
world?  Not  a  hundred,  not  even  forty,  but 
than  four  years  the  work  would  be  done. 

Theory,  you  say!    Well,  we  may  not  reali 
results,  but  we  certanly  can  do  better  than  in  pas 
years. 

An  imploring  world  beckons  us  on.  But  thi 
selfish  inactivity  of  some  is  enough  to  make  devil 
laugh  and  Gethsemane's  tears  to  flow  afresh 

Pairs/in,;  Ark. 

WILL  WE  CONSIDER? 


but  Israel  doth  i 


th  his  master,  and  the  ass  his  master's  cri 
t  know,  my  people  doth  not  consider."— Is 


Through  all  the  centuries  God's  people  have 
been  prone  to  go  astray,  and  why,  when  there  are 
so  many  inducements  held  out  to  the  faithful? 
Does  not  the  above  text  give  the  solution?  "  My 
people  doth  not  consider." 

I  come  to  make  an  earnest  appeal  to  our  be- 
loved sisterhood.  Let  us  marshal  our  forces  and 
rally  round  a  higher  Christian  standard!  "Let  us 
consider!"  Christmas  is  coming,  —  even  at  our 
doors, -and  how  many  of  us  are  contemplating  a 
lavish  expenditure  of  money?  How  many  weary 
eyes,  tired  limbs  and  aching  backs  will  there  be? 
How  many  tables  will  groan  under  the  rich  dainties 
and  costly  luxuries?  How  many  fathers,  hus- 
bands, brothers  and  sons  will  be  pushed  off  and 
out,  because  of  preparations?  Perhaps  they  will  be 
enticed  into  some  place  of  sin,  because  there  is 
no  room  at  home.  How  many  harsh  and  impa- 
tient words  will  be  spoken  because  of  over-wrought 
nerves  and  the  needless  outlay  of  money?  How 
many  stomachs  will  there  be  to  be  nursed  back  to 
health?  How  many  precious  souls  will  be  irre- 
deemably started  on  a  downward  course? 

My  dear  sister,  why  all  this?  Is  it  not  a  sad 
picture?  Is  there  no  remedy?  "  Let  us  consider." 
There  are  so  many  glorious  and  God-inspired  en- 
terprises opened  up  in  our  Fraternity,  and  can  we 
not  sacrifice  the  lust  of  the  eye,  the  lust  of  the 
flesh  and  the  pride  of  life"  for  the  glory  of  (i  id, 
and  thereby  lay  up  treasures  in  heaven?  Who, 
with  me,  will  make  the  Christmas  dinner  a  fast  in 
stead  of-a  feast,  for  Christ's  sake,  and   for  the  very. 


love   of   his 
upon  the  tab! 


a.,se?  I  will,  for  the  o( 
bread,  butter,  cold  bee 
1  invite  the  Master  to  d 
lake  a  careful  calculate 
ly  dollars  were  saved,  and  I 


put 


lilk 


mount  to  headquarters,  for  the  Orphanage  "  ov 
ea." 
Bro.  Fercken,  who  is  giving  his  life  to  the  Ma 
»rk,  has  made  two  appeals  to  the  young  m. 


1  the 


An 


at  the 


ight  of  our 
ircle?     We 


Do  we,  as  mothers 
loved  boys  going  st 
should  willingly  consecrate  them  to  our  Dear  Fa- 
ther, yet  our  arms  tighten  their  clasp  around  them 
and  we  ask,  "  Is  there  no  way  out  of  this?"  I  see 
but  one  alternative,  and  that  is  to  give  the  Orphan- 
age our  ample  support,  for  out  of  this  very  enter- 
prise God  will  prepare  himself  material  to  carry  on 


Id-wide  missions  a 
we  are  Christ's  w 
What  could  8c 
single  year,  if  e 
a  low  estimate  c 
ugh  the  contribut 
Gospel.  The  second 
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s  never  before? 
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ich  one  did  what  he  could? 
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ion  box,  ten  in  need  of  the 
year  we  have  800,000  addi- 
:  rate  how  many  years   would 


the 


ork. 


While  our  dear  brothei 
direct  the  work,  how  mai 
be  saved  this  Christina 
Let  the  orphanage  be 
more  souls  saved!     Whi 


is  there,  to  establish  and 
iy  hundreds  of  dollars  can 
i  for  this  very  purpose? 
enlarged,  if  possible,  and 
1  will  come  to  the   front? 


Let  us  raise  the  banner  high,  and  I  tell  you,  my 
sisters,  when  we  have  emptied,  swept  and  garnished 
our  hearts  for  the  indwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  consecrated  our  all  to  God,  asking  him  to 
"work  within  us  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his 
sight,"  we  will  not  find  any  sacrifice  that  we  can 
make,  grievous,  but  it  will  fill  our  hearts  with  joy 
that  we  can  have  an  infallible  Guide  to  trim  our  ap- 
parel, furnish  our  houses,  and  set  our  tables.  How 
much  might  be  saved  for  the  Orphanage  or  the 
many  other  commendable  enterprises? 
Hawthorn,  Fla. 
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Mount  Morris,  111.,  December  26,  1896. 


Dear  reader,  how  much  mon 
this  Christmas?     _^____ 

For  the  next  few  months 
should  be  addressed  at  Glendo 


Bro.  W.  B.  Sell,  we  learn,  has  moved  to  Fredo- 
nia,  Kans.,  at  which  place  he  may  now  be  addressed. 


In  order  to  reach   our  readers  before   Christmas, 
e  go  to  press  with  this  issue  one   day  ahead  of 


Those  of  our  readers   who  like  articles  that  are 
short  and  to  the  point,  will  most  assuredly  enjoy 


Suppose  Christ  should  come  to  your  house,  or 
00m,  this  Christmas,  what  then!  Would  he  find 
'ou  ready? 

Bro.  B,  F.  Moomaw  says  that  during  the  last 
nonth  forty-one  persons  have  united  with-  the  Bo- 
etourt  County  church,  Va. 


In  No.  50  the  death  notice  of  Bro.  Andre' 
Fouck  should  have  read  Andrew  B.  Houck. 
writes  sister  Margaret  J.  Miller. 


Bro.  Jesse  V.  Heckler  is  to  represent  Nebras- 
ka on  the  next  Standing  Committee.  His  District 
sends  one  paper  to  the  Annual  Meeting. 
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Every  minister,  who  do 
he  should  spend  his  time  ] 
and  ponder  well  Matt.  28: 
his  "  marching  orders." 


The  membership  of  the  Dayton,  Ohio,  church 
has  been  considerably  increased  of  late.  Bro.  Fil- 
brum  closed  his  meetings  with  nineteen  accessions. 
There  is  much  rejoicing  among  the  saints. 


Bro.  C. 

sanctuary  1 
cated  insid 
that  their  1 
of  last  fall. 


H.  Balsbaugh  writes  that  their  new 
11  soon  be  completed,  and  will  be  dedi- 
of  a  few  weeks.  It  will  be  remembered 
.use  was  destroyed  by  the  heavy  gale 


The  members  of  the  Salimonie  church,  Ind., 
have  just  closed  a  glorious  meeting.  There  were 
twenty-six  accessions  by  confession  and  baptism, 
and  two  restored  to  fellowship.  Bro.  L.  W.  Teeter 
did  the  preaching. 


Bro.  N.  S.  Gripe  recently  held  a  series 
ings,  at  a  new  point,  near  Stroud,  Okla.  1 
resulted  in  five  accessions   by  confession 
tism,   with  the  promise  of  others  who  e 
unite  with  the  church  soon. 


The  Inter  Ocean  says:  "  The  farmers 
the  large  Massachusetts  towns,  made 
fruit-o£fering,'  recently,  to  the  poor,  an 
5,505  bushels  of  appl 


of  meet- 


nd  bap- 
:pect   to 


and   wi 
which  i 


:  '  a   farmers' 
d  distributed 
thing  to  do, 
ntrast  to  the  coal  trust, 
ng  its  best  to  freeze  the  poor." 


It  is  all  right  to  preach  about  observing  the  ordi- 
nances, but  just  now  we  are  needing  a  good  deal  of 
preaching  along  the  line  of  every-day  Christianity. 
Ordinances  are  just  the  thing  in  their  place,  but 
they  amount  to  nothing  for  the  person  wh 
not  carry  his  Christianity  into  everyday  life. 


does 


We  believe  in  earnest  preaching  that  sinners  may 
be  persuaded  to  accept  Christ;  but  we  do  not  be- 
lieve in  using  undue  haste  about  getting  them  into 
the  church  before  they  are  ready  to  come  right. 
Let  all  lawful  and  earnest  means  be  employed,  but 
see  to  it  that  the  conversion  is  sound.  The  Lord 
wants  his  people  well  born. 


A  brother  at  one  of  the  mission  points,  writes  us 
that  there  were  but  sixteen  members  present  when 
a  collection  was  taken  up  for  the  Armenian  Or- 
phanage, and  S12.00  was  raised.  He  adds  that 
they  are  all  poor,  but  that  this  looks  as  though 
they  are  getting  rich.  Sure  enough,  they  are  get- 
ting rich  in  a  spiritual  sense. 


We  place  this  issue  on  the  press  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. Bro.  Trout's  meetings  are  still  in  progress, 
but  will  close  to-night.  Eleven  have  been  baptized, 
and  many  others  seem  deeply  impressed.  We  feel 
that  the  church  and  community  here  have  been 
greatly  blessed  by  these  meetings,  and  that  much 
good  will  yet  result  from  them. 


ching,  ought  to 


spects 


Bro.  A.  M.  T.  Miller,  Pickrell,  Nebr.,  v, 
that  his  section  of  the  West  is  at  this  time 
with  delightful  weather  and  encouraging  p 
for  the  future.  He  requests  us  to  announce  the 
Brethren's  Sunday  school  meeting  of  Nebraska,  to 
be  held  in  Holmesville,  Dec.  30.  Entertainment 
will  be  provided  for  all  who  come  to  the  meeting. 


Bro.  Peter  StucKHAN  is  engaged  in  a  very  inter- 
esting series  of  meetings  at  the  Old  Brick  church, 
near  New  Paris,  Ind.  When  last  heard  from  there 
were  forty-one  accessions. 


/  Since  D.  M.  Canright  left  the  Seventh  Day  Ad- 
ventists,  and  wrote  his  book  against  their  practice, 
he  seems  to  have  been  a  very  much  talked  about 
man,  and  greatly  misrepresented.  His  present  ad- 
dress is  Grand  Rapids,  Mich  ,  and  any  one  sending 
him  a  stamp  or  two  will  receive  from  him  a  printed 
defense  against  the  attacks  made  against  him,  that 
will  make  interesting  reading. 


The  Bible  Normal,  or  Special  Bible  Term,  at  Mt. 
Morris  College,  will  open  Jan.  4  and  close  the  22nd. 
Brethren  L.  W.  Teeter,  I.  Bennett  Trout  and  D.  L. 
Miller  are  to  assist  in  the  work. 


The  Brethren  at  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  have  arranged 
to  dedicate  their  new  meetinghouse  next  Sunday. 
This  announcement  should  have  appeared  in  last 
issue,  but  it  did  not  reach  us  until  eight  hours  after 
the  paper  went  to  press. 

n  his  way  to  Florida,  Bro.  J.  C.  Lahman  spent 
week  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  gave  three  Bible  Land 
talks  while  there.  There  are  now  eight  members  in 
the  City  of  Atlanta.  We  ought  to  have  a  large 
congregation  there.  It  is  one  of  the  nicest  places 
in  the  South. 


It  is  bad  when  private  members,  speaking  of  a 
deacon,  say  he  is  fit  for  nothing  but  to  chew  to- 
bacco. We  hope  that  not  one  of  our  deacons  gives 
occasion  for  people  to  so  think  or  speak  of  him. 
In  every  congregation  there  ought  to  be  a  sermon 
preached  every  few  years  on  the  importance  of 
church  officials  and  their  wives  living  lives  that 
may  be  worthy  of  imitation  by  others.  How  many 
have  ever  heard  a  sermon  preached  along  this  line? 


Bro.  C.  H.  Balsbaugh  writes:  "My  heart  is 
much  in  Mt.  Morris,  in  sympathy  with  all  the  great 
work  that  is  being  done  there.  Especially  am  I 
concerned  that  the  Holy  Ghost  superintend  the 
Messenger  and  the  College.  These  are  two 
mighty  influences  that  largely  shape  the  present 
and  future  efficiency  of  the  church.  Christ  con- 
templated is  not  enough.  The  first  two  words 
in  Eph.  4:  16,  indicate  immanence,  directing  and 
permeating  every  fibre  and  atom  of  the  body.  God 
bless  thee  and  thine!" 


Some  may  think  there  is  no  power  in  tracts.  But 
such  is  not  the  case.  There  is  power  in  well- 
written  tracts,  and  they  should  be  widely  distribut- 
ed. Some  time  ago  a  few  tracts  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  minister  in  one  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  by  them  he  became  convinced  that  he  had  not 
been  preaching  the  Truth,  and  now  he  desires  to 
unite  with  the  Brethren  church,  claiming  that  the 
church  represents  the  doctrine  as  he  finds  it  set 
forth  in  the  Scriptures.  We  urge  our  people  to 
continue  the  distribution  of  tracts.  They  will  ac- 
complish good  results  in  time. 


Bro.  J.  G.  Royer  has  just  returned  I 
days'  Bible  Term  in  the  South  Waterloo  chur 
Iowa.  He  reports  much  interest  in  the  study 
the  Scriptures,  and  the  church  in  a  splendid  wo 
ing  condition. 


ten 


The  General  Missionary  and  Tract  Committee 
was  very  pleasantly  surprised  with  a  check  for 
S30.00  for  the  Armenian  Orphanage,  sent  by  two 
ladies  teaching  in  the  Indian  school  at  Oneida,  Wis. 
Neither  one  is  a  member  of  the  Brethren,  though 
they  learned  of  the  work  of  the  Orphanage 
in  Smyrna,  through  a  sister  in  Pennsylvania.  In 
their  letter  to  this  sister  they  say,  "We  talked  it 
over  and  decided  to  each  give  our  Christmas  pres- 
ents to  the  Orphanage  at  Smyrna,  each  giving  a 
half."  As  we  read  the  letter  we  thought  of  all  the 
money  that  was  being  spent  this  Christmas  for 
things  not  good  for  body  or  soul,  doing  injury 
in  many  instances  to  both,  in  celebration  of  the 
birth  of  him  who  led  a  life  of  sacrifice,  who  taught 
us  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  who  said  his 
disciples  should  go  out  into  the  whole  world  and 
preach  his  Gospel  to  every  creature,  and  thus  raise 
fallen  humanity  to  the  hope  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Brethren  and  sisters,  is  it  too  late  yet  to  change 
our  plans  for  Christmas  celebration  in  such  a  way 
that  the  unfortunate  will  bless  God  because  we 
have  lived  and  remembered  them? 


Writing  from  Cushing,  Okla.  T.,  Bro.  A.  W.  Aus- 
tin says:  "  Our  papers  are  doing  a  good  work.  The 
only  trouble  is,  we  cannot  follow  up  the  influence 
of  them  and  the  tracts  with  preaching.  People  are 
ready  to  come  to  the  church,  but  we  are  not  in  a 
condition  to  reach  them,  and  give  them  the  oppor- 
tunity to  come."  It  is  unfortunate,  indeed,  that  we 
cannot  have  more  ministers  in  these  Western  fields, 
where  the  harvest  is  ready  for  the  reapers. 


Wr 


CLOSE  OF  VOLUME  THIRTY-FOUR. 

nother  volume  of  the 


issue  we  cl 

Messenger.  The  work  of  1896  is  now  and  forever 
completed.  What  we  have  all  written  is  written. 
Time  can  change  it  not.  The  coming  generations, 
long  after  we  have  gone  to  the  eternal  rest,  will 
read  our  thoughts  in  the  few  bound  volumes  that 
go  down  to  posterity. 


December  26,  1896. 


THE   GOSPEL   tMIIESSIEICTQ-EIR,. 


825 


Some  of  the  events  of  1896  will  long  linger  in  the 

■nds  of  most  of  our  readers.     During  this  year 

thousands  have  been  born  into   the    kingdom    of 

r-  A  giving  occasion  for  the  kindred  in  Christ  and 

the  angels   of   heaven   to   rejoice.    On   the    other 

nd  not  a  few  have  buried  their  loved  ones,  and 
feel  lonely  and  even  sad  because  of  their  de- 
arture.  Some  have  changed  locations,  and  then 
had  us  to  change  the  address  of  their  paper.  Some 
f  these  changes  have  been  for  the  better,  and  some, 
probably,  have  not. 

Not  a  few  of  those  who  read  the  Messenger  have 
witnessed  distressing  scenes  in  the  way  of  cyclones, 
storms,  floods  and  accidents.  They  have  been 
awed  and  sometimes  frightened  by  the'forces  dis- 
played in  nature's  realm,  and  have  been  made  to 
realize  the  weakness  of  man.  And  yet,  as  a  rule, 
the  year  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  We  have 
been  blessed  with  some  of  the  finest  crops  known 
for  years.  Our  land  is  blessed  abundantly,  and  we 
are  led  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness. 

With  us  it  has  been  a  year  of  peace.  For  a  time 
a  few  war  clouds  hovered  about  our  great  country, 
but  they  soon  disappeared,  and  peace  smiled  upon 
us.  With  a  few  exceptions  the  nations  of  earth 
have  been  at  peace.  The  eyes  of  the  civilized 
world  are  still  on  Turkey,  for  the  great  eastern 
question  seems  not  yet  settled.  Thousands  of  in- 
nocent Armenians  have  been  cruelly  murdered. 
The  efforts  to  stay  the  hand  of  persecution  have 
been  comparatively  weak.  And  while  it  is  rumored 
that  the  "  powers  that  be  "  are  demanding  reforms, 
still  the  destitute  are  dying  by  the  thousands. 
This  is  probably  the  most  disgraceful  blot  upon  the 
records  of  the  year.  The  Cuban  struggle  is  still 
going  on.  The  destruction  of  life  and  property 
continue  to  an  alarming  extent.  This  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  most  cruel  war  of  the  generation,  and 
is  a  disgrace  to  this  civilized  age. 

With  us,  as  a  church,  fhe  affairs  of  the  kingdom 
have  varied  but  little,  if  any,  from  the  past.  We 
have  added  several  thousand  to  our  ranks,  and  also 
buried  a  number,  and  among  them  some  of  the 
most  earnest  workers  in  the  church.  A  number  of 
new  preaching  points  have  been  opened  and  a  score 
or  more  houses  of  worship  have  been  erected.  Our 
people  seem  to  be  taking  more  interest  in  the  Sun- 
day school  work  than  in  the  past.  Just  now  they 
are  very  much  interested  in  the  Orphanage  in 
Smyrna,  started  for  the  benefit  of  the  Armenian  or- 
phans. And,  taking  the  year  as  a  whole,  we  believe 
that  the  Brethren  church  has  made  some  commen- 
dable progress,  and  is  gathering  strength  for  more 
aggressive  work  in  the  future. 

Respecting  the  publishing  interest,  matters  have 
taken  a  decided  turn  to  the  glory  and  honor  of 
God.  Some  of  the  stockholders  were  moved  upon 
to  donate  large  amounts  of  stock  to  the  Brother- 
hood, and  the  money  was  soon  raised  to  purchase 
the  remainder  of  the  stock,  so  that  the  whole  con- 
cern could  be  turned  over  to  the  church.  Our  peo- 
ple can  now  feel  that  they  own  a  large  and  prosper- 
ous publishing  plant,  and  that  all  the  income  fropi 
it,  instead  of  going  to  individuals,  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  mission  cause.  This  marks  a  new  era 
"i  the  history  of  our  church  work. 

And  now,  since  the  year  is  coming  to  a  close,  and 
we  must  also  close  this  volume,  we  bid  our  readers 
SQieu,  trusting  to  greet  them  in  the  coming  volume, 
and  De  permitted  to  enjoy  another  pleasant  year  to- 
lay  peace  and  prosperity  be  yours! 

j.  h.  M. 


result.  We  have  been  able  to  use  nearly  all  of  the 
short  articles  sent  us.  A  few  that  happened  to 
contain  more  than  three  hundred  words  were  con- 
densed a  little,  but  most  of  them,  on  reaching  our 
desk,  were  found  to  be  within  the  required  limit. 

We  think  it  is  good  to  occasionally  have  a  paper 
made  up  of  these  short  talks.  They  are  quickly 
read  and  will  be  easily  digested.  Besides,  it  gives 
a  number  a  chance  to  be  heard  who  are  not  in  the 
habit  of  writing,  and  in  this  way  we  get  some  of  the 
very  best  thought.  Let  us  remember  that  the  best- 
flavored  fruit  is  not  always  the  largest. 

And  now  we  wish  all  our  readers  a  happy  and  a 
delightful  Christmas.  While  it  is  not  probable  that 
Jesus  was  born  on  the  25th  day  of  December,  still 
it  is  quite  becoming  for  us  to  observe  that  day  in 
memory  of  his  birth,  and  to  regard  him  as  the 
world's  great  Christmas  gift.  No  greater  gift  was 
ever  given  to  the  world,  and  we  can  do  no  better 
thing  than  to  accept  him  in  our  hearts,  and  live  out 
his  principles  in  our  lives.  May  the  Master  help 
us  to  keep  this  Christmas,  as  becometh  those  who 
have  accepted  Christ!  j.  H.  m. 


gether. 


THE  CHRISTMAS  ISSUE. 


™E  are  happy  to  greet  our  readers  with  this,  our 
Christmas  issue.  It  contains  words  of  comfort  and 
cl>eer  for  the  thousands.  Some  time  ago  we  asked 
such  as  had  a  good  thing  to  say,  in  a  brief  way,  to 
send  it  to  us.     The  contents  of  this  paper  show  the 


that  we  all  have  that  common  interest  in  the  cause 
that  will  prompt  us  to  leave  nothing  undone  that 
ill,  in  the  least,  prove  helpful  to  the  church,  and 
the  good  of  humanity.  j,  h.  m. 


AN  ADDRESS  TO  OUR  PATRONS. 

While  it  is  a  pleasure  to  us  to  complete  one  vol 
ume  after  another  of  the  Messenger,  still  there  ii 
mingled  with  this  a  degree  of  sadness.  While  hun 
dreds  of  new  names  are  added  to  our  list,  yet  then 
are  always  a  few  who  do  not  care  to  renew  thei 
subscriptions.  For  this  we  feel  sad,  for  we  are  loth 
to  part  with  any  of  our  readers.  We  do  our  utmost 
to  furnish  them  with  the  very  best  of  reading  mat 
ter,  such  as  will  prove  helpful  to  the  intellect  as 
well  as  the  soul,  and  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  it 
would  be  to  their  interest  to  continue  reading  the 
Messenger.     We  part  from  them  with  regrets. 

But  we  must  thank  all  of  our  faithful  patrons  for 
their  kindness,  in  not  only  renewing  their  subscrip 
tions,  but  in  their  efforts  to  increase  the  circulatioi 
of  the  paper.  Numbers  of  them  are  constantly 
pushing  the  Messenger  out  into  new  fields,  and 
thus  affording  us  opportunities  of  reaching  more 
people  and  accomplishing  the  more  good.  As  e 
rule,  our  agents  have  proved  faithful  to  their  trust 
and  are  especially  deserving  of  both  praise  and 
thanks.  We  now  suggest  that  they  immediately 
call  on  those  who  have  not  yet  renewed,  and  get 
them  to  do  so  at  once.  It  is  still  not  too  late  to  se- 
cure new  subscribers. 

Our  associations  with  our  large  and  growing  list 
of  contributors,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  un- 
usually pleasant.  They  number  hundreds.  We 
have  received  thousands  of  communications,  and 
cannot  now  recall  one  unkind  letter  that  we  have 
received  from  any  of  them  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  We  have  tried  to  treat  them  fairly  and 
impartially,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  us  to  feel  that 
our  efforts  in  this  particular  are  appreciated.  Of 
course,  all  their  communications  were  not  pub- 
lished, but  they  have  long  since  learned  that  a  good 
paper  is  not  made  by  an  editor  publishing  all  the 
articles  and  reports  sent  him,  but  by  giving  only 
the  best  of  that  placed  at  his  command. 

Our  one  steady  aim  has  been  to  improve  the 
character  of  the  Messenger,  both  in  contents  and 
spirit,  and  we  believe  that  it  is  quite  generally 
conceded  that  considerable  advancement  has  been 
made  in  these  lines,  and  as  the  months  go  by 
we  feel  confident  that  our  readers  will  see  still  oth- 
er improvements  that  will  add  to  the  interest  of  the 
paper.  A  number  of  new  writers  are  coming  to 
our  aid,  and  it  is  our  purpose  to  encourage  good 
writers,  for  we  know  that  their  efforts  will  not  only 
be  appreciated,  but  that  they  will  result  in  good. 

And  now,  in  our  further  work,  we  trust  to  stand 
and  labor  together.  We  are  working  wholly  for 
the  good  of  the  church  and  her  claims,  and  not 
for  our  own  personal  interest,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 


CHANCES  FOR  DOINO  GOOD. 

Brethren,  we  should  not  neglect  the  poor.    We 

ve  them  with  us,  and  we  will  continue  to  have 
them  until  Jesus  comes  to  gather  in  his  jewels. 
These  poor  people  need  not  that  alone  which  sus- 
tains the  body,  but  they  should  also  have  that 
hich  is  helpful  to  the  mind  and  soul.  Your  poor 
members  appreciate  the  Messenger,  and  it  will  do 
1  good.  Scores  have  little  to  encourage  and 
:r  them,  and  for  that  reason  the  paper  will  do 
them  a  wonderful  amount  of  good.  Let  every  con- 
gregation take  this  matter  in  hand,  and  see  that 
the  poor  members  are  supplied  with  the  Messen- 
ger for  1897. 

Then  there  are  those  who  cannot  be  reached  in 
this  way,  and  money  must  be  secured  that  the  pa- 
per may  be  donated  to  such.  We  have  daily  calls 
from  the  poor,  and  we  must  depend  wholly  upon 
donations  in  order  to  supply  such  calls.  We  trust 
that  our  people  will  contribute  liberally  to  this 
fund,  for  it  is  certainly  a  worthy  cause.  Every 
dollar  contributed  to  this  fund  will  be  reported 
through  the  Messenger. 

Thousands  of  papers  might  also  be  donated  to 
outsiders  with  good  results.  Scores  have  been 
won  over  to  Christ  by  this  means.  It  might  be 
well  for  all  of  our  readers,  who  can  do  so,  and  thou- 
sands of  them  can,  to  send  us  one  dollar,  and  have 
the  Messenger  sent  to  some  persons  they  would 
like  to  see  converted.  This  is  the  very  best  kind  of 
missionary  work.  We  have  among  us  earnest 
workers,  who  have  the  paper  sent,  in  this  way,  to  a 
number  of  persons.  It  is  their  way  of  preaching 
the  Gospel. 

Then  we  have  scores  of  preachers  who  ought  to 
have  the  Messenger  donated  to  them.  They  are 
limited  in  means,  have  to  devote  much  of  their 
time  to  the  interest  of  the  church,  and  arc  deserv- 
ing of  such  a  favor.  We  feel  that  hundreds  of  our 
preachers  are  sadly  neglected  in  this  respect. 
Why  not  the  laity  look  out  such  preachers,  and  see 
that  they  get  the  Messenger  as  a  Christmas  gift? 
If  you  want  your  preachers  to  do  good  preaching, 
help  them  with  something  that  will  stimulate  and 
encourage  them.  Here  is  a  chance  for  all  of  our 
members  to  do  some  good,  and  receive  the  praise 
of  God  and  angels  for  it.  j.  h.  m. 


THE  POOR  FUND. 


Received   for   Gospel   Messenger    Poor    Fund 
since  our  last  report  in  No.  20,  as  follows: 

Jacob  Wync.  Ill 

K.  Leonard,  Iowa 

Joseph  Newcomer,  Iowa,    . 


T- 

G 

orge  Rentier,  Wash.,.  .  - 

M 

ry  B.Siilely,  Ohio,     .  -  ■ 

irother  and  sister,  Ca!„    . 

3,  Stutsman.  Nebr 

[■ 

H.  Naugle,  Mo 

neda  Caskey.  Iowa,    .  .  . 

"!a 

tic  meet. nghousc,  Ohio,   . 

D.  Messimore,  Ohio,  .  .  . 

na  E.Evans,  Pa 

T.T 

uiaAmick,  Ind 

ClauiJ  Hull. .way,  Ohio,    .   . 

Hannah  Eyre,  Ind 

Mrs.  A.  J.Shrader,  Iowa,  , 
Susan  Cochran,  Kans.,  .  . 
Davi 
J.D. 

David  Flory,  Ind 

Fannie  E.  Light,  Cal 

Aaron  and  Clara  Wolf,  Ca!.. 

E.  J.  Garbur,  Kao3 

r.  Wash 


I'. ■■■ 


:,  Rett 


Texi 


nk  Lehroer,  Pa„  .  . 
District   Poor 


1,  Tex., 


>aS 


A.  J.  Wine  a 

Benjamin  Swingly,  Hi S° 

Barbara  Fisher,  Ohio So 

Previously  reported 130  3° 

Total J 107  67 

The  number  of  Messengers  donated  foot  up  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two,  or-  fifty-four  more  than 
we  received  pay  for.  We  trust  that  our  readers 
will  contribute  liberally  to  this  fund,  so  that  we 
need  not  refuse  to  send  the  paper  to  any  of  the 
worthy  poor  who  apply  for  it.  Remember  that  all 
donations  will  be  reported, 


THE   GOSPEL    UyCESSEZTSTQ-IEJife.. 


December  26, 


^~*HOME  »  AND  ♦  FAMILY* 

UNDER  THE  MOLLY  BOUCJH. 

Ye  who  have  scorned  each  other, 
Or  injured  friend  or  brother, 

In  this  fast-fading  year; 
Ye  who,  by  word  or  deed, 
Have  made  a  kind  heart  bleed, 

Come  gather  here. 
Let  sinned  against  and  sinning 
Forget  their  strife's  beginning, 
And  join  in  friendship  now; 
Be  links  no  longer  broken, 
Be  sweet  forgiveness  spoken 

Under  the  holly  bough. 
Ye  who  have  loved  each  other, 
Sister  and  friend  and  brother, 

In  this  fast-fading  year; 
Mother  and  sire  and  child, 
Young  man  and  maiden  mild, 

Come,  gather  here; 
And  let  your  hearts  grow  fonder 
As  memory  shall  ponder 

Each  past  unbroken  vow; 
Old  loves  and  younger  wooing 
Are  sweet  in  the  renewing 
Under  the  holly  bough. 
Ye  who  have  nourished  sadness. 
Estranged  from  hope  and  gladness, 

In  this  fast-fading  year; 
Ye  with  o'erburdencd  mind, 
Made  aliens  from  your  kind- 
Come  gather  here; 


Let  1 


tthe 


Pursue  you  night  and  morrow; 

If  e'er  you  hoped,  hope  now — 
Take  heart,  uncloud  your  faces, 
And  join  in  our  embraces 

Under  the  holly  bough. 

—  Charles  Mackay, 


"DOES  THIS  FIT  YOU  ?  " 

BV  ROSIE  S.  MYERS. 

The  gossip,  the  tale-bearer,  the  whisperer,  the 
back-biter  and  the  slanderer  are  synonymous  terms, 
applied  to  individuals  who  are  disturbers  of  the 
peace.  Every  neighborhood  and,  perhaps,  every 
church  has  had  its  annoyances  caused  by  these  of- 
ficious characters  who  put  in  their  work  unsolicited, 
wherever  they  can  get  a  foothold. 

Volume  after  volume  might  be  written  of  the 
trouble  and  heartaches  they  have  created  in  the 
world. 

They  have  caused  the  estrangement  of  church 
members,  alienated  the  affections  of  husband  and 
wife,  separated  lovers,  called  in  question  the  char- 
acter of  many  a  pure  woman,— in  short,  have  been 
the  instigators  of  innumerable  society  and  church 
quarrels. 

If  nothing  startling  or  scandalous  transpires  to 
give  them  employment  to  tattle  about  and  exagger- 
ate, their  active  minds  are  ever  ready  imagining 
some  new  tale  to  coin  into  existence,  to  start  into 
circulation. 

Then,  in  their  artful  way,  they  often  throw  out 
insinuations  concerning  the  character  and  veracity 
of  our  best  friends  or  neighbors,  and,  to  authenti- 
cate their  groundless  stoiy,  "  they  say,"  is  given  as 
their  author. 

Sometimes  we  are  just  puzzled  to  know  how  to 
meet  these  glib-tongued  meddlers.  Our  replies 
and  even  our  silence  is  not  unfrequently  taken  ad- 
vantage of  to  make  their  intimations  appear  as  our 
own,  to  these  very  same  persons,  thereby  severing 
ties  of  long-existing  friendship. 

Solomon  was  right  in  saying  that  a  "whisperer 
separateth  chief  friends."  Also,  -He  that  cover- 
eth  a  transgression  seeketh  love;  but  he  that  re- 
peateth  a  matter  separateth  very  friends."  Prov. 
26:  20. 

We  should  make  it  our  rule,  without  any  excep- 
tions, not  to  set  persons  at  variance  by  telling  them 
what  others  have  said  and  done  against  them  when 
it  is  not  necessary  for  them  to  know,  "  Where  no 
wood  is,  there  the  fire  goeth  out;  so  where  there  is 
no  tale  bearer  the  strife  ceaseth."     Prov.  26:  20. 

The  question  that  should  come  to  every  one  of 
us  now  is,   Have  we,  during  the  year  that  is  just 


passed,  used  our  influence  in  preserving  the  peace 
of  the  family,  neighborhood  or  church,  or  in  break- 
ing it?  The  recording  angel  has  not  been  idle  and 
has  either  written  something  that  will  meet  God's 
approbation  or  his  condemnation. 
New  Enterprise,  Pa. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS. 


Could  we  realize  the  depth  of  meaning  in  these 
words,  this  Christmas  morning,  we  would,  doubt- 
less, better  appreciate  the  blessings  conveyed  to 
us  by  Christ's  advent  into  the  world. 

In  this  enlightened  age  we  are  surrounded  with 
all  the  embellishments  of  civilized  life,  with  the 
peace  principles  of  the  Gospel  grown  into  almost 
universal  favor  with  nations,  states  and  govern- 
ments. Our  country  and  our  homes  are  secure 
from  the  invasion  of  savage  hordes,  or  avaricious  na- 
tions, and  our  persons  are  reasonably  well  protected 
from  the  midnight  assassin's  murderous  blow,  all  be- 
cause of  the  peace  principles  of  Christianity,  that 
have  been  planted  in  the  hearts  of  nations.  Could 
we  look  back,  from  where  we  now  stand,  to  the 
time  when  "  darkness  covered  the  earth,  and  gross 
darkness  the  people,"  when  "  the  people  were  sit- 
ting in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death,"  with  only 
superstitious  fear  to  restrain  unbridled  passion, 
when  every  other  man  was  an  assassin  at  heart, 
when  life  was  held  so  cheap,  that  a  word  or  look 
mif;ht  endanger  it,  and  compare  that  age  with  our 
own  blessed  Gospel  age,  we  should  certainly  rejoice 
in  the  thought,  that  we  are  a  highly  favored  peo- 
pie. 

We,  probably,  never  appreciate  the  blessings  of 
life  so  much  as  when  we  have  been  near  death's 
door.  We  never  appreciate  freedom  so  much  as 
when  we  have  escaped  from  slavery.  This  applies 
spiritually  as  well  as  temporally.  I  never  felt  mer- 
rier than  when  I  emerged  from  a  great,  thick  for- 
est, in  which  I  had  thought  myself  hopelessly  lost, 
and  if  we  were  just  emerging  from  the  spiritual 
darkness  that  covered  the  earth  when  our  Savior 
came  and  dispersed  the  gloom,  with  the  glorious 
light  of  the  Gospel,  we  would  doubtless  be  happier 
than  we  are. 

I  have  taken  this  subject  because  that  is  the  way 
people  usually  greet  each  other  on  Christmas,  and 
while  I  do  not  object  to  the  term,  I  think  "  Happy 
Christmas "  would  be  more  appropriate.  People 
say,  "  Merry  Christmas,"  and  "  Happy  New  Year." 
Why  not  reverse  that  and  say,  "  Happy  Christmas  " 
and  "Merry  New  Year"?  The  term  "merry" 
suggests  the  thought  of  revelry,  hilarity,  noisy 
good  humor,  while  "  happy  "  conveys  the  idea  of 
tranquility  and  peaceful  enjoyment. 

We  ought,  as  Christians,  to  be  happy  at  all 
times,  but  on  Christmas  we  ought  to  be  especially 
happy,  because  it  is  the  anniversary  of  all  our  spir- 
itual blessings. 

The  great  events  of  the  world's  history  that  have 
benefited  nation,  or  race,  have  generally  been 
celebrated  by  the  beneficiary  in  the  spirit  of  the  or- 
iginal event. 

The  one  greatest  event  of  the  world's  history  is 
the  one  designated  by  my  subject,  and  it  is  but  fit- 
ting that  we  should  celebrate  this  greatest  of  all 
great  events,  in  the  spirit  of  the  original.  If  we 
celebrate  the  birth  of  Christianity,  we  ought  to  do 
it  in  the  spirit  of  its  Great  Author.  To  do  that  we 
must  first  get  into  the  spirit  of  Christ.  That  we 
cannot  do  by  our  own  thoughts  and  opinions,  but 
must  let  his  thoughts  be  our  thoughts,  and  his 
opinions  be  our  opinions.  That  was  the  example 
of  Christ.  "  He  came  not  to  do  his  own  will  but 
the  will  of  his  Father."  The  words  he  spoke  were 
not  his.  He  and  his  Father  were  one.  They  had 
the  same  purpose  in  view,  and  were  actuated  by 
the  same  spirit,  so  will  we,  if  we  are  in  Christ,  and 
if  we  are  not  in  Christ,  we  are  none  of  his.  Then 
it  follows,  if  we  are  not  interested  in  the  salvation 
of  the  world,  we  are  not  Christians.  Is  that  right? 
How  does  that  meet  us?  Who  is  celebrating  this 
day  in  the  spirit  of  the  original?    The  angels  sang, 


what 
enjoy. 


"  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth 
will  to  men."     Is  that  our  song  to-day?  '  E°od 

This  life,  with  all  its  ups  and  downs,  is 
pursuit  after  happiness.  It  is  only  a  questin  ^  ' 
what  will  bring  the  most  happiness,  or,  oerli=„0' 
to  the  majority,  the  most  enjoyment, 
seems  to  be  enjoyment  to  one,  may  no 
ment  to  another.  There  is  a  diversity  of  dispc 
tions  and  opinions  upon  that  subject,  but  ^  ' 
our  different  views,  I  am  convinced  there  is  but  on 
source  of  real,  lasting  happiness, — that  is,  to  »et  •' 
line  with  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  Christ  gave  '" 
the  key-note  to  lasting  happiness  in  these  words' 
"  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ve  V 

To  have,  a  happy  Christmas,  is  to  know  these 
things  and  do  them.  To  know  these  things,  is  to 
know  best  how  to  make  others  happy,— to  kn 
how  to  do  the  greatest  amount  of  good,  to  th 
greatest  amount  of  suffering  humanity.  It  was  said 
of  Christ,  "  He  went  about  doing  good."  It  js  tru 
he  gave  his  life  a  ransom  for  our  race,  and  in  hi 
death  redeemed  a  world,  but  when  we  consider 
that  all  his  life  was  one  sacrifice  for  the  good  of 
others,— that  he  endured  a  life  of  suffering  for  the 
relief  of  humanity, — though  unappreciated,— we 
are  impressed  with  the  beauty  of  the  expression 
"  He  went  about  doing  good." 

Was  he  happy,  then,  in  his  sufferings?  It  was 
prophesied  of  him,  that  he  would  be  a  man  of  sor- 
row,— acquainted  with  grief.  He  was  doubtless 
sorrowful  in  a  way.  His  physical  sufferings  were 
doubtless  painful  to  his  human  nature,  as  ours  are  to 
us.  He,  no  doubt,  suffered  mentally,  because  hu- 
manity had  fallen  so  low.  He  wept  over  Jerusalem 
and  the  sins  of  his  nation.  Through  his  whole  life 
it  was  a  continual  source  of  grief  to  his  loving 
heart,  that  his  people  would  not  accept  the  salva- 
tion he  brought. 

But  had  he  no  happiness,  do  you  suppose,  in  the 
consciousness  of  the  good  he  was  doing  to  others? 
He  declared  he  had  meat  of  which  his  followers 
knew  nothing.  That  was  to  do  his  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther's will.  He  found  comfort  in  his  suffering^.  . 
from  the  good  he  was  doing  to  others.  If  we  find 
no  happiness  in  the  work  of  Christia 
never  find  it, — even  in  eternity.  If 
find  happiness  in  laboring  for  selfish 
expect  to  meet  disappointment  from 
end.  Everybody  seems  to  be  in  a  jo 
mor,  on  Christmas.  •  Is  it  not  becai 
imbibed  some  of  the  spirit  of  Christia 
something  to  make  some  one  else  happy? 

I  know  happiness  is  the  great  aim  and  object  of 
our  existence.  For  that  we  live  and  labor,  How 
to  obtain  it,  is  the  great  problem  of  our  lives,  of 
which  the  solution  is  found  only  in  the  Savior's  lan- 
guage, "  If  ye  know  these  things,  happy  are  ye  if  ye 
do  them." 

Loiigmont,  Colo. 
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CHRISTMAS  CHIMES. 


BY  JAS. 


Our  1 


edicted, 
lays 

and 


jeful  world  never  experienced  a  more 
:ome  event  than  the  one  that  occurred  during 
night  when  the  light  flooded  the  Judean  hills  as 
harbinger  of  the  coming  of  the  long-looked-fa 
leemer  of  the  world.  The  old  ! 
js,  patriarchs  and  devout  people  of  ancien 
Led  and  looked  through  shadowy  symbol 
>lemsforthe  coming  of  the  better  day.  "  10 
:  knowledge  of  salvation  unto  his  people  by  the 
ission  of  their  sins,  through  the  tender  mercy 
God;  whereby  the  dayspring  from  on  high 
■  sited  us,  to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  » 
darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of  death,  to  guide  our 
feet  into  the  way  of  peace." 

As  time  rolled  onward  and  the  world  fairy 
groaned  under  the  accumulated  weight  of  the  s"1 
and  curse  of  six  thousand  years,  and  as  the  misery 
that  rose  from  the  withering  curse  of  sin  was  moan- 
ing over  the  world  of  mankind,  and  dying  away  on 
the  distant  fields  of  ether,  the  darkness  increase d. 

At  length,  away  in  the  Orient,  the  beams  of  the 
morning   began   to   dawn,   and  soon  the  "Sun 


hath 
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IIIE   GOSPEL   MBSSBNGBE,. 


Righteousness    rose 
As  the  "  light  sprur 
their  seat  in  the 
their  sweetest  s 
Judea  glo 


ith    healing 


ig  up  m  Galilee,"  angels  left 
enly  choir  and  brought  to  earth 
While  the  hills  and  valleys  of 
-  the  light  that  burst  through 
the  altar  curtains  of  heaven,  the  sweet  melody  of 
"  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  men  "  found  a  re- 
sponse in  the  human  heart  which  took  up  the  re- 
frain, that  has  echoed  and  re-echoed  down  the  cor- 
ridors of  time,  and  will  sound  on  as  long  as  the 
heart  has  woes  and  can  be  touched  with  purity. 

How  sacred  this  day!  How  sweet  this  song!  It 
has  brought  more  joy  to  our  sorrow-stricken  race 
than  can  be  expressed  in'  words.  It  has  called  us 
into  a  communion  where  fond  hearts  can  entwine 
the  garlands  of  their  mutual  hope,  and,  through  the 
passion  and  pain  of  earthly  frailty,  have  a  sweet 
foretaste  of  the  symphonies  of  the  far-away  home  of 
the  soul,  where,  with  the  palm  of  victory,  the 
crown  of  glory,  and  the  harp  of  gold,  the  old  song 
shall  become  the  new,  and  the  countless  millions 
shall  join  the  pa;an  of  glory,  in  singing,  in  full  and 
resounding  chorus,  of  the  Babe  of  Bethlehem. 

"And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many 
angels  round  about  the  throne  and  the  beasts  and 
the  elders:  and  the  number  of  them  was  ten  thou- 
sand times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thou- 
sands; saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and 
blessing." 

"And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  as  the  voice 
of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  a  great  thun- 
der; and  I  heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with 
their  harps:  and  they  sung  as  it  were  a  new  s 
before  the  throne,  and  before  the  four  beasts,  and 
the  elders:  and  no  man  could  learn  that  song  but 
the  hundred  and  forty  and  four  thousand,  wh: 
were  redeemed  from  the  earth." 

"  Dear  are  the  sounds  of  the  Christmas  chimes 

In  the  land  of  ivied  towers, 
And  they  welcome  the  dearest  of  festal  times 

In  this  western  world  of  ours! 
Bright  on  the  hoVly  and  mistletoe  bough 

The  English  fire-light  falls, 
And  bright  are  the  wreathed  evergreens  now 

That  gladden  our  own  home  walls. 
And  hark!  the  first  sweet  note  that  tells 

The  welcome  of  the  Christmas  bells. 
"  They  are  ringing  to-night  through  the  Norway  firs, 

And  across  the  Swedish  fells, 
And  the  Cuban  palm-tree  dreamily  stirs 

To  the  sound  of  those  Christmas  bells! 
They  sing  where  the  India  Ganges  rolls 

Its  flood  through  the  rice-fields  wide; 
They  swell  the  far  hymns  of  the  Laps  and  Poles, 


To  the  praise  of  th 
Sweeter  than  tones  of  the  oc. 
Mingle  the  chimes  of  the  Ch 
"The 


fied. 


5  bells 


ne  not  back  that  have  fled  away 

With  the  past  of  the  eastern  land, 
When  he  plucked  the  corn  on  the  Sabbath  day 

And  healed  the  withered  hand; 
But  the  bells  shall  join  in  a  joyous  chime 

For  the  one  who  walked  the  sea, 
And  ring  again  for  the  better  time 

Of  the  Christ  that  is  to  be: 
Then  ring!  for  the  earth's  best  promise  dwells 
In  ye,  O  joyous  prophet  bells." 
'cKee's  Gap,  Pa. 


827 


Kansas.— Sister  H.  C.  and  Ella  Lati 

Rock  Creek  church,  S3.75;  total 

Illinois.— A  brother  in  Christ,  Mt.  Vt 
Missouri.— B.  F.  Spitzer  and  wife. 


total. 


Oh 


E.  P  L.  D„  Loudonville.  St;  tc 
Maryland.— Lizzie  E.  Wolf.  Collingtoi 
Interest  on  -£«<z»s._ Walnut    Valley 


( To  be  used  in  the  Mission  „,  _,„„  ,,,,„„., 

Virginia.-Sxsmmit  Sunday  school,  S10.26;  total.. 
Pennsylvania.— Aughwick,  St;  Anna  Evans,  Lai 

r,  Si;  Big  Swatara  church,  S5;  total 

Ohio.— A  sister  from  Dayton.  so  cents:  three  fri. 
ew  Carlisle, 


2S:  J. 


lUt 


Nebraska.— Octavia  Sunday  school,  S2.S0: 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church,  S2  50;  total,. 

Illinois. — Bennie  Ashmore,  Mansfield  : 
brother  in  Christ,  Mt.  Vernon,  Si:  Silver  Cr 
St;  total 

Missouri.— si.  F.  Spitzer  and  wife,  Rock: 
total 

Kansas. — Eden  Valley  church,  si;   total.. 

Maryland— Caleb  S.  Wolf,  Collington,  si 

Colorado.—'?.  Owen  Click,  Grand  Junctio 
total 

Michigan. 
cents;  total,. 


-A   brother    of    Thornapple    chun 


Total, 


BOOK  AND  TRACT   FUND. 
( Used  only  for  Publication  and  Distribution  0 
Maryland— Margaret  and  Louisa  Royer, 

3ish,  S3;  total, 

Iowa. — English  River  church,  510.55;  total,. 
O/tia.—O.  Perry  Hoover,  Dayton,  S6;  E. 


Loudo 


dlle, 


,  total, 


Illinois. — A  brother  in  C 
Branch  church,  S2.50;  Sit 
West  Otter  Creek  church, 

Indiana. — Eel   River    church, 
church,  S2.05;    Mary    Mishler,  Kok 
tal, 


t,  Mt.  Vernon,  S2;  West 
Creek  church,  30  cents; 
.05;  total, 5  ; 


Pennsylv, 
;i.75;  Ann; 
Interest  o 


nia.  —   Visitor  subscriptions,    Johnstow 

E.Evans,  Lancaster,  S1.20;  total 

Loans. — J.  B.  Deeter,  S60;  total 


Iowa. — Cedar  County  church,  316,78;  total S16  ; 

Virginia- -W.  S.  Murray,    Hollins,    S2.50;    Linville 

Creek  church,  S12.00;  total 15  , 

Kansas. — Rock  Creek  church,  S2.95 ;  total 2  c 

Indiana. — Cedar  Lake  church,  S245;  total 2  4 

Illinois—  A  brother  in  Christ,  Mt.  Vernon,  Si;  total.  .     1  c 
South  Dakota. — A.  Schrader,  Egan,  75;  total 7 


Total, 


Wolf 


— — ♦  CORRESPONDENCE  >-» 

"  Writs  , 


^"Church  News  solicited  for  this  De 

meeting,  send  a  report  of  it,  30  that  others 

e  name  of  church,  county  and  state.    B 

as  brief  as  possible.    Land  or  other  advert 


J  Travel  should  b 
t  solicited  for  thi 
for  that  purpose. 


MISSION  RECEIPTS   FOR  NOVEMBER,   1896. 


Should  there  be  any  amount 
not  herein  acknowledged,  pie; 
ately,  giving  amount>  date  of  s 
^ons  for  this  month,  if  any,  wi] 

"""  '!  report.    Usually,  amo 


;ent  in  during  the  month  that  is 
;e  notify  the  Secretary  immedi- 
iding,  and  how  sent.  Correc- 
appear  in  connection  with  next 
nts  mailed  after  the  28th  of  a 


appear  in  the  following  month's  report. 


month 


{Used  only  Jor  Mission  in  V.  S.,  Denmark  and  i 

Pennsylvania.— Anna  E.  Evans,  Lancaster,  : 
=watara  church,  $8;   Cokeville   Sunday   school, 


{L/sedonly  for  the  Mission  i. 

Ohio.— A.  sister,  Freeburg,  S3;  a  si 

cents;    Lizzie   McNelly's    Sunday    sell 

Creek  church,  Sio.Sr;  total 

Pennsylvania.—  Aughwick,  Si;  Anna 

caster,  SI;  Big  Swatara  church,  Si;  a 

ter,  Philadelphia,  Ss;  total 

Virginia.  —  Summit  Sunday   school 

Ridge  church,  50  cents;  total 10 

Illinois—  A  brother  in  Christ,  Mt.  Vernon,  SI;  Silver 

Creek  church,  Si;  Sisters'  Aid  Society,  S5;  total 71 

Nebraska.— Octavia  Sunday  school,  S2. 50;  total 2  1 

South  Dakota,— A  sister,  Frederick,  S2-5o;  total 2  < 

Louisiana.—  Roanoke  church,  S2.50;  total. 2  ; 

Indiana. — Mary  A.   Mishler,  Kokomo,  Si;  J.  C.  and 

Amy  Sleigley,  West  Point,  Si ;  total, 2  t 

Missouri.— B.  F.  Spitzer  and  wife,  Rockingham,  Si; 

total, :  c 

Kansas.— Sister  H.  E.  Late  and  Ella,  Bennington,  Si; 

total - 1  c 

Iowa.— Henderson   Gorsuch,    Germanville,  Si;   total,     I  c 

Maryland— D.  S.  Wolf,  Collington,  Si;  total I  0 

Minnesota— Louisa  Heath,  Wabasha,   50  cents;   to- 
tal,  ■' 5 


Ehzabetbtown,  S5;  D.  Hostotler,  Si;  Penny  growers  of 
First  Brethren  church,  Philadelphia,  S30;  solicited  in 

Shady  Grove  church  and  elsewhere,  S3;  total 

^  Iowa.— Aid  Society  of  South  Waterloo  church,  S30; 
Greene  church,  S7.20;  total, '. ' 

fndiana.— A  sister,  Cambridge  City,  si;  Jacob  Co- 
conower,  Klkbart,  40  cents;  Mary  M.  Mishler,  S1.50; 
Florida  J.  E.  Green,  Middletown,  22  cents;  a  brother 
and  sister,  West  Point,  si;  Four  Mile  church,  S5;  Y  el- 
Creek  church,  S7-42;  Rock  Run  church,  S7.65';  Yel- 
church,S4;  Walnut  church,  S6;  total,..' 

Kansas.— Lizzie  Wieand,  McPherson,  S3;  sister  H.  C, 
Late  ami  Kiln,  Bennington,  s:;  Lovina  Termilleger' 
Mound  Valley.  Sj;  Greoola  church,  S10;  Susan  Coch- 
ran, Annally,  25  cents: total 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church,  si  1.50;  total, 

Arizona.— Glendale  church,  Slo;  total, 

—  st  Virginia.-Cnmm  Settlement  church]  $870; 


low  Kiv 


-Garbc 


total 

Ohio.— Elizabeth  Dit 
(Iron.  New  Carlisle,  40  ct 
Bro.  and  sister  S.  H.  Vo 


chutch,  S6.8 


,  Trotwood,  Si;  twi 
Eagle  Creek  chun 
-una,  52;  ,1  brother  ai 


S.  N,  Met 


Missouri.-  Li 

tie  Mohler.  1  eetc 

-        '      ,     ' 

North  A*  ^.-Clinton  J.  Ross,  Aneta,  %\\  total,... 
Washington.— A  brother,  Harlan,  >i    total.......'..! 

Minnewta.—  Louisa   Heath,  Wabasha,  50  cents;  to- 

.1.  F 

int  and  family,  S 

( This  fund  was 

WOKLD-WIDE 
Paned  about  tht  mid 

1ISSIONS. 

Ei.gli. 


Iowa,  —  Frederic  church,  S6.74; 
church,  S20.35;  M.  Myers,  Minbtlrn,  S2.50;  South 
River  church,  S2.76;  K.  Leonard,  Amelia,  £2,  Franklin 
County  church,  S3.25;  English  River  church,  S6.70; 
Thorn.  Hecker,  Hubbard,  S3.S0;  Mary  E.  Loudensla- 
ger,  Defiance,  si;  Middle  Creek  church,  S2. 34;  Joseph 

Newcomer,  Newbury,  S9.00:  total, s  60  74 

Illinois. — A  sister,  Cherry  Grove  church,  S5;  a  sister, 
Cherry  Grove  church,  S5;  Silver  Creek  church,  S7.10; 
West  Branch  church,  S2.50;  a  brother,  Cerrogordo,  S5; 
Joho  Wyne,  Laplace,  25  cents;  Wm.  D.  Wessner,  SS; 

West  OtterCreek  church,  SI. 30;  total 31   15 

Ohio—  Chippewa  church,  S5.80;  Mrs.  Jincy  Harsh- 
barger,  Garland,  50  cents;  Mohican  church,  S3.48;  a  sis- 
ter, Eaton,  Si;  Sarah  Brandt,  Trotwood,  SI;  E,  O.  L.  D., 

I.oudenville,  Si;  Lower   Miami  church,  S8;  total, 20  78 

Indiana.  —  Cart  Creek  Sunday  school,  S2  25;  l.el 
River  church,  Si. 58;  Jacob  Cocanower,  Elkhart,  Si; 
Vlalinda  Summy,  Chunette,  50  cents:  Union  church, 
t2.6o;  Greentown  church,  S3-3o;  Arcadia  church,  S4.35; 

total 15  58 

West  Virginia.— Harriet  Reed,  Easton,  Sio;  German 
Settlement  church,  S5.55;  tola 

Maryland.—).  E.  Gnagey,  Accident,  Sio;  three  sis- 
ters, SS;  total, 15  1 

Kansas.— Vermillion  church,  S5.80;  S.  A.  Flickinger, 
Hamlin,  Si ;  VV.  B.  Boone,  Lyons,  SI.85;  Clara  E.  Hines, 

Russell  Si;  Menden  church,  S5.25;  total 14  ( 

Virginia.— Barren  Ridge  church,  S7.02:  total 7  < 

Louisiana.— Roanoke  church,  S6;  total 6  c 

Missouri.— John  D.  Duggins,  Harrisonville,  25  cents; 
Lydia  Hylton,  Olathe,  S2;  total 2  : 


'5  55 


Illinois.— Salem  Sunday  school,  S4.15;  a  brother  in 
Christ,  Mt.  Vernon,  Si;  Silver  Creek  church,  35  cents; 
Milledgeville  church,  S28.78;  a  brother  and  sister,  Mil- 
ledgeville,$5;  a  sister,  Lanark,  SI. 50;  two  sisters,  Lan- 
ark, SI.50;  L.  G.  H„  Colchester,  SI;  Preston  and  Liz/ie 
Clair,  Lena,  SS;  Mrs.  Noah  Blough,  Mt.  Carroll,  Si; 
Otho  Watson,  Fairhaven,  S2;  a  friend,  Franklin  Grove, 
Ss;  total S  5«  28 

Pennsylvania.—  Lydia  Hoggentoggle,  Millerslown, 
Si;  a  brother  and   sister,    Philadelphia,    SS;  a  sister. 


Mt,  /itifun, 
Pennsylvat 
C  alifornia. 
Interest  fr 
15;  total,... 


-Mrs,  Geo.  Burde 
ia.—L,  E.  Bushm 
-Sister  A.  Reese, 
m  Loans.— Mont 


i,  Albion,  S2;  total 

111,  Gettysburg,  SI  i  total, 

Sanger,  SI. 10;  total 

:    Vista    church,    Colo., 


Total, 


!/!:>!/>/*. 


,r  Hull  the  rhure/i  there 

d.nt  funds  ,tre  raised. 
■  1-lLi    IVUhams'  firofio- 


nice  Ashmore,  Mansfield,  50  cents; 
Kezie  Ashmore,  Mansfield,  25  cents;  a  brother  in 
Christ.  Mt.  Vemoo,  Si;  Mary  A.  Ohmert,  New  Hol- 
land, SS;  Mary  A.  Brubaker,  si;  Mrs.  A.  C.  Wright,  St; 
J.  '/..  Bechtold,  Si;  Mary  Swank,  S5:  A.  S.  Harshbarger, 
St ;  Lanark  church,  S30.23;  Silver  Creek  church,  S23.42; 
Shannon  church,  S4:  total S  73  4« 

District  of  Columbia— \sxo.  and  sister  M.  C.  Flohr, 
Washington.  SSo;   total 50  o« 

Pennsylvania.  —  Mary  E.  Baker.  Big  Mound,  SI : 
Andrew  Blough,  East  Berlin,  S3;  Mary  A.  'Brown,  East 
Berlin,  St;  Mary  Stover,  East  Berlin,  Si;  Wm.  Stoner. 
East  Berlin,  Si;  H.  L.'  Smith,  East  Berlin,  St;  Lydia 
Hoggentoggle,  Millerstown,  $1;  May  Oiler,  Waynes- 
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boro,  S5;  Caroline  E.  Beer,  Rockton,  S2.10;  C.  A.  Just, 

Rockwood,  $5;  Shade  Creek  church,  S18  86;  total 39?* 

Maryland.— Gustus  Abe,  Cumberland,  SS:  Henry  S. 
Hart,  Si;  Louisa  Sappington,  S2;  ].  W.  Law,  Balti- 
more, Si;  B.  F.  Foltz,  Mapleton,  SS;  total UOO 

Ohio.—h  sister,  Dayton,  Si;  D.  C.  Stutsman,  ?i;  C. 
C.  Stebbins,  Si;  Julia  Gilbert,  25  cents;  l.ydia  Sho- 
walter,  Wadsworth,  go  cents;  Noah  Fryman  and  Jos. 
Eikenberry,    Pittsburg,    SI.50;    Sugar    Creek    church, 

S6.80;  total I2  45 

Virginia.— Mrs.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bowman  and  family, 

Lebanon  church,  si  1 ;  total, ,]  °° 

Kansas—  Sarah  Herman,  Chelopa,  50  cents;  

Caney,  25  cents;  sister  H.  C.   Late  and  Ella,  Benning- 
ton, S2; Caney.  50  cents;  total 3  =5 

Florida.-].  I.  Miller,  Si;  Mary  Wigfield,  SI  I  total,..       2  00 

Iowa— A  sister,  Cedar  Rapids,  Si;  total I  00 

Washington.— A  brother,  Harland,  Si ;  total I  00 

Wat   Virginia.— A.  L.  Cook  and  wife,  Petersburg, 

Si;  total, ■ •  °° 

Indiana- Mary  M.  Mishler,  Kokomo,  50  rents; 
total, 5° 

Total Moo  56 

Home  and  European  Fund 82575    $439  74 

Asia  Minor  Mission 3221       150  21 

Rook  and  Tract  Fund 120  25         0  22 

Foreign  Missions 39  33 

India  Fund 5678        49  68 

World-wide  Missions 208  07 

Smyrna  Orphanage 256  22 

Washington  Meetinghouse 209  56       33  35 

Total S9S7  17    S682  20 

Total  number  of  tracts  sent  out,  21,306      39,933 
Ghn.  Miss,  and  Tract  Com. 
Ml.  Morris,  III. 

From  the  Sallmonle  Church,  Ind. 

We  met  in  special  council  Nov.  12,  preparatory  to 
love  feast,  which  had  previously  been  appointed  for 
Nov.  14.  Our  feast  was  one  long  to  be  remembered. 
Congregations  were  large,  and  order  good.  Minis- 
terial help  was  ample  for  the  occasion.  Bro.  L.  W. 
Teeter,  of  Hagerstown,  Ind.,  officiated.  We  had, 
under  contemplation,  a  series  of  meetings,  which 
was  to  commence  Nov.  12,  but  Bro.  Teeter  could 
not  come  until  the  day  of  our  Communion,  so  we 
just  continued  our  meetings  until  Sunday  night, 
Dec.  13,  making  four  weeks'  meetings.  Our  meet- 
ing was  a  grand  success.  Bro.  Teeter  confined  him- 
self to  the  New  Testament  Scriptures.  The  lan- 
guage of  Paul  was  manifest  in  our  meeting,— "The 
Word  of  the  Lord  is  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any 
two-edged  sword."  The  meetings  commenced  with 
a  good  interest,  which  continued  until  its  close. 
The  weather  and  roads  were  good.  We  met  each 
evening  half  an  hour  before  preaching,  for  song 
service,  conducted  by  sister  Amy  Ellis.  She  proved 
her  efficiency  in  the  work,  for  never  did  we  have  a 
series  of  meetings  in  which  the  young  people  took 
such  an  interest  as  they  did  in  this.  Twenty-eight 
precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side,  twenty- 
six  of  whom  were  baptized.  There  is  only  one  aged 
person  in  all  the  twenty-six  baptized.  Their  ages 
range  from  thirteen  to  thirty  years,  and  many  of 
them  are  quite  talented.  O.  C.  Ellis, 

River,  Ind.,  Die.  /,-. 


From  riuntsville,  Ark. 


is  a  people  that  obeys  the  Bible  as  the  Brethren 
do.  The  Lord  only  knows  whether  they  ever  will. 
Will  some  one  be  responsible?  J.  J.  Wassam. 


From  Stroud,  Okla.  T. 


We  are  living  isolated  from  the  church,  it  being 
about  twelve  miles  to  the  nearest  preaching  point. 
Bro.  N.  S.  Gripe  came  to  our  place  Nov.  21,  and  be- 
gan preaching.  He  continued  until  Dec.  9,  preach- 
ing, in  all,  twenty-one  soul-reviving  sermons.  Five 
precious  souls  came  out  on  the  Lord's  side  and  were 
buried  with  Christ  in  baptism.  There  is  one  ap- 
plicant, and  two  promised  to  come  soon.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  that  others  are  very  near  the  king- 
dom, but,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  the  meetings 
closed  too  soon,  as  Bro.  Gripe  had  to  go  to  other 
fields.  We  came  here  two  years  ago,  with  no  mem- 
bers near.  We  have  been  doing  what  we  could,  in 
our  humble  way,  to  advance  the  Master's  cause. 
We  now  have  a  little  band  of  fourteen  members. 
J.  K.  Waltman. 

Dec.  13.  . 


From  the  West  Branch  Church,  III. 


This 


:h  has  just  closed  a  glorious  series  of 
meetings,  which  began  Nov.  14  and  closed  Dec.  9. 
Bro.  C.  P.  Rowland,  of  Lanark,  did  the  preaching. 
Our  brother  did  not  shun  to  preach  the  Gospel. 
Saints  were  encouraged  and  built  up,  and  sinners 
made  to  see  their  lost  condition.  Eight  precious 
souls  were  received  by  baptism,  and  others  were 
almost  persuaded.  Parents  were  made  to  rejoice  to 
sec  their  children  come  into  the  fold.  These  were 
all  members  of  our  Sunday  school,  and  some  of 
them  young  in  years.  Our  brother  goes  from  here 
to  the  mission  fields  of  Wisconsin. 

We  held  appropriate  services  1 
Day,  and  a  collection  was  taken  fi 
ton  City  church.  Our  church  d 
preaching  services  hereafter  each  ' 
and  each  alternate  Sunday  evening 
Cm 

Mt.  Morris,  III.,  Dec.  14. 


1  Thanksgiving 

the  Washing- 

:ided    to    have 

nday  forenoon 


The  members  in  this  part  of  the  Round  Moun- 
tain church  met  at  Bro.  A.  J.  Detrick's,  in  quarter 
ly  council,  Nov.  28,  with  our  elder,  Samuel  Weimer 
present.  The  meeting  was  one  of  love.  Those  on- 
ly who  are  isolated  know  how  to  rejoice  when  the 
minister  comes,  and  how  sad  they  feel  when  he 
takes  his  leave. 

At  11  o'clock,  on  Sunday,  we  met  with  a  few 
neighbors  at  a  schoolhouse,  where  Bro.  Weimer 
gave  us  a  soul-cheering  sermon.  On  Monday  he 
departed  for  home. 

With  this  meeting  ends  the  last  council  at  Hunts- 
ville,  as  all  the  members  have  agreed  to  move  to  a 
point  where  there  is  a  church  organized.  The 
members  here  think  it  not  best  to  raise  their  chil- 
dren where  they  have  no  church  and  Sunday  school 
privileges.  It  seems  almost  impossible  to  get  a 
minister  to  work  in  isolated  places.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve that  one-fourth  of  Arkansas  ever  knew  there 


From  Bonsacks,  Va. 

Our  series  of  meetings,  conducted  by  Bro.  A. 
Hutchison,  at  the  Valley  church  (not  at  Bethel), 
Botetourt  Co.,  Va.,  closed  Nov.  30,  as  published  in 
the  Messenger  of  Dec.  12. 

Our  Thanksgiving  meeting  was  held  during  these 
meetings,  and  a  collection  was  taken  up,  resulting 
in  about  sixty  dollars.  The  meetings  commenced 
at  this  (the  Bethel)  meetinghouse  on  Monday  even- 
ing and  continued  for  twelve  days,  with  thirteen 
sermons  and  increasing  congregations.  The  seats 
and  standing  room  were  well  occupied.  The  meet- 
ings in  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  were 
withdrawn,  and  nearly  all  their  members  attended 
our  meetings  and  appeared  to  enjoy  them  very 
much.  Many  are  almost  persuaded  that  this  is  the 
church.  There  being  an  inquiry  about  financial 
matters  we  announced,  before  closing  the  meetings, 
that  if  any  one  felt  disposed  to  offer  a  gift,  our 
brother  would  kindly  receive  it.  A  number  of  them 
responded,  and  with  their  contributions  added  to 
the  collection  at  the  Valley  meetings,  we  raised,  in 
all,  about  S75,— all,  we  may  say,  credited  to  the  Bo- 
tetourt County  church. 

At  this  meeting  there  were  three  confessions  and 
two  baptized,  making,  altogether,  forty-one  addi- 
tions to  this  church  within  the  last  two  months. 
Thank  the  Lord,  and  praise  to  his  name! 

Bro.  Hutchison  is  now  in  Franklin  County,  at  the 
Bethlehem  church.  B.  F.  Moomaw. 

From  the  (iermnntown  Congregation,  Va. 

An  interesting  series  of  meetings  has  recently 
been  closed  at  the  Chestnut  Hill  schoolhouse,  —  a 
point  in  the  southern  part  of  this  congregation. 
The  meetings  were  conducted  by  Bro.  John  O. 
Boone,  of  the  Blackwater  congregation,  assisted  by 
the  home  ministers.  Nine  sermons  were  preached. 
Large  congregations  and  the  best  of  order  charac- 


terized the  meetings.  Many  good  impressions  were 
made,  both  in  and  out  of  the  church.  The  church 
in  that  community  is  much  encouraged  and  built 
up.     Nine  members  were  added  to  the  fold. 

The  need  of  a  churchhouse  in  that  locality  is  be- 
ginning to  be  felt,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  they  can  have  a  church- 
house.  Much  more  effective  work  could  be  done 
in  a  commodious  church  than  in  a  schoolhouse. 

Since  Aug.  I  this  church  has  received  twenty-five 
members  by  baptism  and  restored  five.  Such  suc- 
cesses ought  to  inspire  us  to  greater  efforts  in  the 
Master's  work.  Bro.  A.  Hutchison  is  expected  to 
preach  at  the  Old  Brick  church  in  a  few  weeks. 
J.  W.  Ikenberrv. 

Dec.  11.  _   

Royal  Crumbs. 

From  Nov.  12  to  23  our  association  with  the  dear 
members  at  Shannon,  111.,  was  very  enjoyable.  The 
religious  services  were  well  attended,  and  the  inter- 
est, so  far  as  man  can  see  and  know,  was  good. 
The  church  is  under  the  care  of  Eld.  D.  Rowland, 
whose  love,  zeal  and  kindness  go  far  toward  help- 
ing the  members  to  abound  "  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord."  He  is  ably  assisted  in  the  ministry  by  Bro, 
Henry  Baum. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  needful  reforms,  in  not  a 
few  congregations,  is  systematic  work  by  the  minis- 
try. As  a  people,  much  valuable  teaching  is  ac- 
cepted on  "order,"  but  this  term  permits  an  exten- 
sion practically  on  other  lines,  in  addition  to  those 
now  received.  Where  there  are  from  three  to  five, 
seven  or  ten  or  twenty  preachers  in  a  congregation, 
the  elder  in  charge  should  call  his  co-laborers  to- 
gether and  arrange  with  them  as  to  filling  all  the 
appointments  for  six  months  or  a  year  ahead,  and 
hold  each  minister  responsible  for  the  faithful  ful- 
fillment of  the  work  given  him.  If  he  cannot  go, 
he  can  see  that  some  one  else  can,  or  let  the  dea- 
cons supply  the  work.  If  each  one  is  thus  kept  at 
work  in  fields  around  the  central  appointment, 
much  will  be  gained,  and  much  lost, — gain  in  love, 
esteem,  sinners  saved;  and  loss  of  idleness,  strifes, 
parties  and  rustiness. 

Nov.  28  we  began  work  with  God's  children  at 
Roanoke,  the  home  of  the  late  Eld.  J.  R.  Gish, 
whose  resting  place  we  visited  with  sorrow  because 
we  could  not  speak  with  him,  and  gladness  that  he 
will  arise  in  due  time  to  come  with  Jesus.  Dec.  13 
we  closed  our  labors,  having,  in  addition  to  the 
Word  preached,  taught  ten  Bible  Lessons  on  the 
Life  of  Jesus.  One  dear  soul  gave  herself  to  the 
Lord.  Great  was  our  sorrow  to  part  from  friends 
so  precious;  but  we  all  knelt  and  prayed,  then  bade 
adieu  with  tears. 

We  are  now  at  McLouth,  Kans.,  and  to-morrow 
(Dec.  16)  leave  for  home  in  Inglewood,  Cal.  Since 
Aug.  7  our  labors  were;  112  sermons,  34  Bible  les- 
sons, 5  feasts,  and  80  families  visited  and  cheered 
to  continue  on  in  Christ,  and  I  funeral  attended, 
where  Jesus  was  proclaimed  to  the  living.  In  all 
this  work  may  God,  our  Father,  be  given  all  praise 
and  honor  and  glory,  through  Jesus  our  Lord. 

M.  M.  Eshelman. 


From  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Our  meetings  closed  Dec.  13.  Bro.  Filbrum  could 
not  remain  any  longer,  as  he  had  to  go  to  other 
fields  of  labor.  Our  meetings  were  a  grand  success. 
The  church  was  much  built  up  and  the  members 
were  strengthened.  Nineteen  were  made  willing  to 
forsake  sin  and  to  follow  the  Savior.  Many  more 
are  near  the  kingdom.  May  God  give  strength  and 
wisdom  to  our  brother,  that  he  may  be  an  instru- 


God's  hands  of  doing  much  good  in  the 
Master's  cause.  His  work  among  us  has  left  an  im- 
pression that  will  not  soon  be  lost  by  our  members 
and  many  friends  in  the  city. 

Bro.  Filbrum  should  be  kept  in  the  field  all  the 
time,  and  especially  in  the  work  of  the  cities  and  at 
mission  points.  Elmer  Wombold. 

17  Farley  St.,  Dec.  14. 
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From  Double  Pipe  Creek,  Md. 

Bbo.  John  S.  Weybright  began  a  series  of  meet- 
ings at  the  Mountaindale  church,  eight  miles  north 
of  Frederick  City,  on  Sunday  morning,  Nov.  22, 
and  continued  until  Dec.  8.  He  was  assisted  by 
Eld.  S.  H.  Utz  and  P.  D.  Fahrney.  Good  singing, 
conducted  by  Bro.  Fahrney,  helped  the  meeting 
much.  There  were  no  immediate  results.  Several 
wanted  to  come,  but  could  not  make  up  their  minds 
to  "  forsake  husband  and  wife,  father  or  mother," 
etc. 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  8,  a  love  feast  was  held.  Eld- 
ers E.  A.  Brunner  and  D.  R.  Saylor  were  present. 
The  latter  officiated.  Twenty-eight  members  com- 
muned. The  house  was  filled  by  a  most  respectful 
and  attentive  assembly  of  people.  There  are  about 
fourteen  members  at  this  place.  They  have  a 
good,  substantial  meetinghouse,  built  some  years 
ago  by  a  self-constituted  committee  of  three  breth- 
ren. There  is  still  some  indebtedness  on  the  house. 
This  point  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Home  Mission 
Board,  for  the  present.  Jesse  P.  Weybright. 

Dec.  13.  t 

From  Grand  Prairie  Church,  Sidney,  Nebr. 

Our  love  feast  was  held  Dec.  12.  It  was  one 
which  will  be  long  remembered  by  all  present.  It 
was  one  of  the  most  glorious  feasts  I  ever  attended. 
It  having  been  over  two  years  since  we  had  a  love 
feast  at  this  place,  it  was  very  much  appreciated  by 
all.  Brethren  A.  C.  Snowberger  and  Whisler  were 
with  us  and  remained  over  Sunday,  giving  us  two 
soul-cheering  sermons.  One  dear  sister  was  made 
willing  to  walk  with  us,  and  was  received  by  bap- 
tism. We  are  somewhat  isolated,  and  as  those,  with 
whom  we  associate,  are  not  of  our  own  faith,  the 
young  members  especially  have  many  temptations. 
By  this  meeting  we  were  strengthened,  and  we  have 
resolved  to  live  nearer  our  Blessed  Master,  let  our 
environments  be  what  they  may. 

Laura  E,  Calvert. 
Dec,  70. 

Location  Wanted. 

For  some  time  we  have  been  feeling  the  weight 
of,  and  pondering,  the  "  Go  ye  "  of  Matt.  28:  19. 
After  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that,  in  the 
Cottonwood  church,  we  have  two  elders,  and  five 
ministers  in  the  second  degree  of  the  ministry,  we 
have  concluded  to  take  this  plan,  in  order  to  locate 
where  our  labors  are  needed  more  than  here. 

After  reading  Bro.  G.  M.  Lauver's  essay  on  "Our 
Ministry,"  the  same  spirit  was  aroused  in  us,  with 
double  force.  We  have  now  resolved  to  make  an 
effort  to  secure  a  location  where  the  laborers  are 
not  so  numerous,  and  where  our  labors  for  the  Mas- 
ter might  be  more  effectual.  We  are  not  afraid  of 
the  "  plow  and  the  hoe,"  but  our  preference  would 
be,  to  secure  a  position  where  we  might  labor  with- 
out purchasing  team  and  implements.  Address  me 
at  Dunlap,  Morris  Co,,  Kans.       Jas.  A.  Stouder. 


,.1-1, 


Many  are  standing  just  outside  the 
portal.  May  the  Spirit  not  leave  them,  but  con- 
tinue to  woo  them  by  his  gentle  graces  until  they 
shall  be  constrained  to  trust  in  that  dear  Savior 
who  died  that  they  might  have  life. 

We  trust  that  our  faithful  elder,  Jacob  Wirt,  will 
return  to  us  from  the  Bible  Term  at  Waterloo,  en- 
couraged to  labor  on  with  renewed  energy  and  zeal! 
Mary  J.  McDougall. 

Almon,  Minn.,  Dec.  11. 


Notes  x  from  x  our  x  Correspondents. 


Gunnersville,  Ohio.— We  have  been  having  some 
very  good  meetings  at  this  outpost  every  four 
weeks  for  a  few  months.  Our  three  meetings,  held 
by  Bro.  Samuel  Gump,  Dec.  12  and  13,  closed  with 
a  crowded  house  and  the  best  of  order  and  atten- 
tion.—  C.  Shearer,  Dec.  15. 

Oabool,  Mo.— Bro.  Lemuel  Hillery  has  been 
preaching  in  our  town  for  two  weeks.  He  preaches 
the  Word  with  ability.  He  holds  his  congregations 
well,  with  good  attendance.  We  hope  the  good 
seed  sown  may  be  gathered  in  the  great  harvest  of 
the  Lord.  There  were  no  immediate  results.  Paul 
may  plant  and  Apollos  water,  but  God  only  can 
give  the  increase. — F.  W.  Dove,  Dec.  ly. 


From  the  Winona  Church,  Minn. 

The  members  of  this  church  have  been  up  in  the 
mount  of  spiritual  enjoyment.     Like  Peter,  doubt 
less,  all  felt  to  exclaim,  "  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  tc 
be  here- 
in response  to  a  call,  Bro.  W 
terloo,  Iowa,  arrived  here  Nov 
hard    at   work,    until    Dec.    0. 
morning   appropriate   services 
:  of  which  a  collection  of  ni 


.  H.  Lichty,  of  Wa- 
17,  and  continued, 
On  Thanksgiving 
aiere  held,  at  the 
arly  S30  was  taken. 
We  thank  our  kind  neighbors  for  their  assistance. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  roads 
were  in  bad  condition,  and  the  weather  inclement. 
This  hindered  many  from  attending  all  of  the  serv- 
ices, but  did  not  affect  the  interest,  as  Bro.  Lichty 
labored  just  as  earnestly  with  the  few  as  he  did 
with  a  full  house.  He  was  determined  not  to  know 
anything  among  us,  but  Christ  and  him  crucified. 

It  seems  needless  to  say  that  the  church  has  been 
strengthened  and  encouraged.     May  the  Lord  keep 


Shippensburg,  Pa.— The  Brethren  of  the  Ridge 
congregation,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  expect  to  ded- 
icate  their    new  house    of  worship    in    Shippens- 


Bro.  W.  J.  Swi- 
is  expected  to  be  present 
1.  Joseph  Long,  of  York,  Pa., 
;  of  meetings. —  W.  M.  Fogle- 


burg,  the  Lord  willii 
gart,  of  Huntingdon 
on  that  occasion.  B 
will  follow  with  a  seri 
Sanger,  Dec.  14. 

Pierson,  Iowa.— Nov.  22  Bro.  Daniel  Dierdorff 
commenced  a  series  of  meetings  for  us  and  contin- 
ued until  Dec.  8.  He  also  preached  our  Thanks- 
giving sermon,  after  which  we  took  up  a  collection, 
to  send  the  Messenger  to  the  poor  and  isolated 
members.  The  following  Sunday  he  preached  the 
funeral  of  Bro.  Bell's  child.  Dec.  5  we  held  our 
quarterly  council.  All  business  passed  off  pleas- 
antly. We  had  decided  previously  to  hold  an  elec- 
tion for  two  speakers.  The  lot  fell  on  brethren 
Ezra  Beekley  and  Robert  Atkinson.  May  they 
prove  efficient  workers,  as  more  help  is  needed  in 
this  western  country, — D.  T.  Dierdorff,  Dec.  9. 

Milford,  Ind.— Nov.  14  B 
nd  began 


:be< 


Laplace,  111.— I  am  still  preaching  here.  The  in- 
terest and  attendance  are  good.  Sinners  are  awak- 
baptized;  two  more  to-day. 
Lights,"  some  Methodists,  some 
e.  Meetings  will  continue  over 
1  continue  longer.  My  health  is 
?e  been  able  to  fill  every  appoint- 
bless   the  work! — Henry  Frantz 


ening.  Six  ha 
Some  were  "  New 
leaders  in  the  lod 
Sunday,  but  shou 
not  good,  but  I  h 
ment.  May  Goc 
Dec.  18. 

Atlanta,  Ga. — We  start  for  Florida  to-day 
have  been  stopping  with  Bro.  Luther  Petry  for  the 
past  week  and  delivered  three  Bible  Land  talks  ; 
the   Marietta   Mission.    We  were  present  at  the 
Sunday  school.     Bro.  P.   R.  Wrightsman  preached 
in  the  evening.     He  has  just  moved  his  family  hei 
Eight  members  are  now  in  the  city.    There  is 
good  attendance  at  all  these  services.—/.  C.  Lah- 
man,  Dec.  14. 

Alvo,  Nebr. — The  Weeping  Water  congregatior 
met  for  regular  quarterly  council  Dec.  12.  Consid 
erable  business  came  before  the  meeting,  and  was 
pleasantly,  and,  we  trust,  profitably  adjusted.  The 
church  here  is  in  union.  We  received  one  by  let- 
ter. We  have  an  evergreen  Sunday  school;  also 
Bible  reading  and  services  each  Sunday  and  Sunday 
night.  At  this  meeting  the  General  Mission  Fund 
and  State  Fund  were  remembered.—/.  L.  Suavely, 
Dec.  12. 

Scott  Valley  Church,  Kans.— We  held  our  love 
feast  Oct.  14.  Bro.  Harry  Smith  was  called  to  the 
ministry  and  two  precious  souls  were  baptized. 
Bro.  Charles  M.  Yearout  announced  his  intention  to 
leave,  and  desired  to  be  relieved  of  the  eldership  at 
this  place.  It  was  granted  him,  and  Bro.  John 
Sherfy  chosen  in  his  place.  Bro.  W.  H.  Miller 
came  to  us  Nov.  28  and  remained  until  Dec.  14. 
Bro.  Sherfy  came  Dec.  7  and  assisted  us  with  the 
meetings.  The  brethren  held  forth  the  Word  with 
power.  One  was  baptized  and  two  that  had 
dered  away  were  restored  to  fellowship. 
Myers,  Sharpe,  Kans.,  Dec.  is. 

Worthington,  Minn.— Our  little  band  of  Chris- 
tian workers  seem  to  be  encouraged  and  ready  for 
duty.  Our  Bible  readings  and  prayer  meetings  are 
well  attended.  We  had  a  very  pleasant  call  from 
Bro.  William  Eikenberry,  of  Iowa.  He  gave  us 
two  stirring  discourses.  He  has  bought  land  here 
and  expects  to  move  during  the  coming  summer. 
We  need  his  help,  so  that  the  borders  of  Zion  may 
be  enlarged  in  these  parts.  When  all  get  here  in 
the  spring,  that  are  coming,  we  will  number  over 
thirty.  We  have  had  one  of  the  heaviest  sleets 
ever  known  in  this  section  of  country.  Many  trees 
have  been  broken  down  by  the  ice.— Limie  Hilary, 
Dec.  15. 
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lifted  and  greatly  strengthened, 
id  his  part  well.  I  am  now 
neetings  at  Silver   Lake,  Ind. — 

Union  Church,  Ind.— Last  evening  was  the  close 
of  a  very  successful  series  of  meetings  in  our  con- 
gregation, which  was  conducted  by  Bro.  J.  V.  Felt- 
house,  of  Elkhart,  who  delivered  thirty-six  interest- 
ing sermons  and  two  funeral  discourses.  We  were 
favored  with  good  weather  and  large  crowds. 
Three  Sunday  school  scholars, — two  brethren  and 
one  sister, — were  added  to  our  number  by  confes- 
sion and  baptism.  At  the  close  of  our  meeting,  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  there  was  a  very  liberal  dona- 
tion made  to  the  mission  cause.  Our  Bible  reading 
each  Thursday  evening  is  full  of  interest,  as  well  as 
our  Sunday  school,  which  is  growing  in  attendance 
and  interest  each  Sunday— Laura  Appelman,  Plym- 
outh, Ind.,  Dec.  14, 

Lower  Twin  Church,  Ohio.— On  the  evening  of 
Nov.  15,  Bro.  David  Replogle,  of  Henry  County, 
Ind,,  commenced  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Tom's 
Run  church,  and  closed  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  6, 
having  preached  thirty  refreshing  sermons  (includ- 
ing one  funeral  sermon)  to  large  and  attentive  con- 
gregations. There  were  no  accessions,  yet  we  feel 
sure  that  there  was  good  done.  Bro.  Replogle  cer- 
tainly did  his  part  of  the  work  well.  We  have  ar- 
ranged for  a  series  of  meetings  at  the  Twin  Valley 
church,  to  begin  about  the  middle  of  January,  to  be 
conducted  by  Bro.  D.  S.  Filbrum,  of  Brandt,  Ohio. 
Bro.  Landon  West  is  in  fair  health  at  present.  We 
have  his  presence  at  nearly  all  of  our  regular  ap- 
pointments, and  he  manifests  a  great  concern  for 
the  good  cause. — Aaron  Brubaker,  Dec.  is. 

North  Fork  Church,  Ind.— Bro.  Jacob  Fisher,  of 
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^ov.  25,  and  preached 
ksgiving   morning  and 
ning.    Then  Bro.  J.  M. 
commenced  preaching 
Bro.   Fisher  assisted 
Bro.  Mohler  continued  preach- 
also   on   Lord's  Day  morning, 
ineteen  soul-cheering  sermons. 
Dne  children's   meetings.     Dur- 


ng  these  meetings  two  precious  souls  came  out  on 
he  Lord's  side.  One  of  them  made  application  at 
he  last  meeting  and  was  taken  to  the  water  and 
mmersed  in  the  silent  hour  of  the  night.  The 
neetings  closed  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  with  a 
large  attendance  and  good  interest.  Bro.  Mohler 
left  on  the  early  morning  train  to  go  to  other  fields 
of  labor.— John  Deal,  Pyrmonl,  Ind,  Die.  is 
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Lewiston,  Minn.— One  young  si 
was  baptized  this  afternoon.  We 
hopeful  that  others  may  soon  decide  to 
make  the  "  wise  choice."— Mary  J.  Mc- 
Dougall,  D  'C,  1  J. 

Navarre,  Eans. — The  Abilene  con- 
gregation met  in  quarterly  counril  at 
the  Navarre  meetinghouse,  Dec.  4. 
Eld.  Trostle  presided,  and  everything 
passed  off  pleasantly,  showing  the  love 
in  the  church.  It  was  decided  to  hold 
a  series  of  meetings  about  Jan.  7. —  C. 
A.  Shank,  Dec,  14. 


Juniata,  Nebr.  —  The 
Lord    is   moving   along, 
lately  been  added  to  the  Ju 
by  baptism.     If  any  of  0 


;ork  of  the 
Four  have 
liata  church 
ir  ministers 


want  to  locate  in  a  good,  heallhy  locali- 
ty, they  would  better  come  here,  as  we 
need  another  minister  in  this  church. 
Everything  here  seems  plenty.-/.  W. 
Gripe. 

Lower  Cumberland  Church,  Pa.  — 
Dec.  6  closed  a  very  interesting  series 
of  meetings  in  Mechanicsburg,  con- 
ducted by  Bro.  S.  S.  Beaver,  of  the 
Lost  Creek  church.  The  meetings 
were  well  attended.  We  had  crowded 
houses  and  good  interest.  One  was 
baptized,  and  many  arc  near  the  king- 
dom,— Isaac  Barto,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa., 
Dec.  10. 

Clarkson,  Okla.  T.— By  authority  of 
the  Mission  Board  I  began  meetings 
Nov.  22  in  the  bounds  of  the  Oak- 
Grove  church,  Lincoln  Co.,  Okla.  T., 
known  as  the  Pleasant  Hill 
house.  We  are,  at  this  writirf  still 
continuing  the  meetings,  We  haw  n- 
joyed  a  growing  interest  from  the  be- 
giimrW.  The  Lord  is  blessing  the  la- 
bors 5v  adding  to  the  church  daily 
such  as  Skould  be  saved.  Give  God 
the  praise!— A'.  5.  Gripe,  Dec.  o. 


Nokesville  Church,  Va.-Bro.  H.  C. 
Early  came  to  us  Nov.  I,  and  preached 
two  weeks.  He  expounded  tie  sacred 
trulhs  with  power.  Four  dear  souls 
were  added  by  baptism.  The  church 
was  much  built  up.—  If.  F.  Halo,  Dec.  8. 

Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Va.  —Nov.  20 
two  more  were  made  willing  to  enlist 
in  the  good  cause  and  be  received  into 
the  fold  by  bap'ism.  One  was  re- 
claimed. This  mikes  eight  received 
by  baptism  and  one  reclaimed  since 
Nov.  j.  Our  church  at  Pleasant  Hill 
is  steadily  increasing  in  membership. — 
Thos.  A.  Humphreys,  Sampson,  Va.,  Dee. 
ro. 

Pipe  Creek  Church,  Ind.— Our  quar 
tcrly  council  occurred  Dec.  10.  Every- 
thing passed  off  pleasantly.  Before 
the  business  commenced,  another  one 

ade  the  good  confession  and  was  bap- 
tized. The  solicitors  for  the  home 
mission  reported  Sn.74.  The  amount 
collected  for  the  Washington  City 
meetinghouse  was  $.2. —  IV.  B.  Dailey, 
Peru,  Ind.,  Dec.  ir. 


-MATRIMONIAL- 


HOFF— CLIFFORD—  At  the  residence  of 
the  bride,  in  Dallas  Center,  Iowa,  Dec.  10,  li 
by  Bro.  M.  Sisler,  Bro.  Daniel  E.  Hoff  and 
ter  Amanda  Clifford,   both  of  Dallas  Cen 
Iowa.  D.  E.  Hoff 
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Sugar  Creek  Church,  Ohio.— Satur- 
day, Dec.  5,  we  held  our  quarterly 
council.  The  spirit  ot  love  and  unity 
seemed  to  pervade  the  meeting.  Two 
letters  of  membership  were  received 
and  one  granted.  Our  Sunday  school 
closed  this  fall,  as  usual,  at  the  close 
of  the  third  quarter.  At  this  meeting 
it  was  decided  lo  resume  the  work  Jan. 
1,  with  Bro.  Jacob  Early  as  Superin- 
tendent. This,  we  think,  is  a  decided 
step  towards  an  evergreen  Sunday 
school.  As  the  Lima  Mission  is  lo- 
cated within  the  bounds  of  this  congre- 
gation, and  as  most  of  those  members 
rarely,  if  ever,  are  permitted  to  attend 
a  council-meeting,  it  was  thought  best 
to  have  a  meeting  of  this  kind  in  the 
city  for  their  instruction  and  benefit, 
that  we  might  all  be  of  one  mind,  and 
thus  harmoniously  labor  together  for 
the  upbuilding  of  the  cause  of  Zion.— 
David  Byerly,  Lima,  Ohio,  Dec,  12, 


Chippewa  Valley  Church,  Wis.  — 
Dec.  5  the  members  of  this  church  met 
in  council.  The  weather  being  some- 
what inclement,  there  was  a  small  rep- 
resentation. Considerable  business 
was  disposed  of,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all.  Our  elder,  H.  C.  Baker,  has  been 
dangeiously  ill,  but  has  so  far  recov 
ered  as  to  be  able  to  attend  counci 
and  preach  for  us  the  next  morning 
We  hope  he  may  be  fully  restored  to 
health.  We  expect  to  hold  a  series  o 
meetings  sometime  this  winter. — £,  E 
Joyce,  Vurand,  Wis.,  Pie.  10. 


FALLEN  t  ASLEEP 


H1NEGARDNER.- In  Paulding  County, 
Ohio,  Oct.  18,  1896,  ol  heart  failure,  John  Hine- 
ner,  aged  51  years  and  28  days.  Funeral 
ces  held  in  the  Shady  Grove  church,  Oak- 
land, Ohio,  conducted  by  Bro.  Tobias  Kreider 
and  Jacob  Mohler.  H.  H.  Martin. 

MARKLE.  —  In  the  Snake  Spring  cburch, 
Pa.,  Dec.  6, 1896,  sister  Louisiana  Markle,  aged 
76  years,  1  month  and  28  days.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  the  writer  from  Rev.  14:  13  Deceased 
became  a  member  of  the  cburch  about  three 
years  ago,  prior  to  this  having  been  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  cburch.  She  was  a  consist- 
ent member  up  to  her  death. 

D.  S.  Clapper. 
SHIRK.— Ne; 


A>"lene  Church,  Kans.  —  "'>  have 

just    elbs    J    an    interesting    series    of 

inducted   by   Bro.  Daiius 

Overholtzer,  of  Covina,  Cal.     He  gave 

thirty-one  very  instructive  sermons. 

While   there   were  no   accessions,  we 

vas  good  seed  sown  that 

may  bring  forth  fruit  in  due  time.     Our 

I  elder,  J.  D.   Trostle,   preached 

a  the  western  part  of  the  church 

His  health   is  quite  good   at 

present.     Our  aged   blind  brother,  D 

Hollinger,  was  not  so  well  when  last 

heard  from.     Brethren,  remember  him 

of  grace!— John  I.  Manon, 

Gypsum,  Kans. 

Elkhart  Church,  Ind.— This  church 
met  in  quarterly  council  Dec  5,  at  the 
West  Goshen  house.  Elders  John 
Metzler,  of  Wakarusa,  Daniel  Whitmer, 
f  South  Bend,  and  C.  Shrock,  of  Mid- 
ilebury,  were  with  us.  Ah  business 
disposed  of  in  a  Christian-like 
ner.  The  church  decided  to  hold 
res  of  meetings  at  this  place  and 
at  the  Pine  Creek  house.  We  decided 
the  home  ministers  should  do  the  work. 
J.  H.  Miller  will  labor  at  West 
loshon;  time  not  set.  Bro.  Levi  Hoke 
preach  at  the  Pine  Creek  church, 
mencing  Saturday  evening,  Dec. 
It  was  decided  to  advance  breth- 
Aaron  and  William  Hess  to  the 
nd  degree  of  the  ministry.  They 
:  duly  installed.     Some  of  the  re- 


Broadland,  S.  Dak.,  Nov.  8, 
1896,  sister  Lizzie  (Sheidegger)  Shirk,  aged  46 
years,  5  months  and  2  days.  Deceased  was 
born  June  6,  1850;  married  to  Reuben  Shirk 
Oct.  22,  1882.  J.  S.  Sheaffer. 

BOWSER— In  the  Hopewell  church,  Bed- 
ford Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  7,  1806,  of  cancer,  sister 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Eld.  John  K.  Bowser,  aged 
54  years,  7  months  and  25  days.  Funeral  serv- 
ices by  the  home  ministers  from  Rev.  14:  13. 
Katie  Stayer. 
BROWN.  -  At  Crooksville,  Ohio,  Dec.  6, 
1896,  Harriet  Elizabeth  (Horn)  Brown,  aged  27 
years,  10  months  and  24  days.  She  united  with 
the  Brethren  church  when  ten  years  old.  She 
lived  a  devoted  life  and  was  highly  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  her,  She  was  married  to 
Frank  Brown  Dec.  18,  1893.  Funeral  services 
by  the  writer,  assisted  by  Mr.  Wakefield,  of  the 
Methodist  church,  at  Crooksville.  Ohio. 

Quincy  Leckrone. 
.  OLIVER.— At  Gran,  .  Ohio,  Nov.  20,  1S96. 
Elizabeth  Oliver,  aged  89  vears,  6  months  and 
7  days.  She  united  with  tt..  Disciple  church 
forty  years  ago.  She  leaves  two  *ons  and  two 
daughters,  —  the  husband,  one  son  -nd  two 
daughters  having  preceded  her  to  rt  e  spirit 
arid.  Funeral  services  by  the  writer.  Inter- 
ent  in  the  Baptist  cemetery  at  Gratiot,  Ohio. 

Quincy  Leckrone. 
PRICE.— At  the  Old  People's  Home,  at  Tim- 
rville,  Rockingham  Co.,  Va.,  Oct.  14,  1896, 
0.  Thomas  W.  Price,  aged  83  years,  4  months 
d  14  days.  In  April,  1895,  he  and  his  wife 
;re  sent  from  their  home,  at  Sangerville,  to 
the  Old  People's  Home  at  Timberville,  where 
he  died.  Sister  Price  is  left  to  mourn  the  loss 
husband,  with  whom  she  lived  fifty-five 
years.  A.  A.  Miller. 

RHODES— At  her  home 
congregation,  Glendale,  Ari 
ister  Sallie  B.,  wife  of  Nei 
laughter  of  Bro.  James  M. 
iranner,  formerly  of  Rockingham  County,  Va., 
ged  37  years,  5  months  and  2  days.  Deceased 
ssociated  herself  with  the  church  in  early  life 
nd  showed  a  godly  walk.     She  came  to  us 


SNELL— In  the  Eel  River  church,  Kosci 
usko  Co.,  Ind.,  Dec.  9,  1896,  sister  Ma'gdalena 
(Brower)  Snell,  aged  84  years,  3  months  and  29 
days.  She  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va 
and  was  married  to  John  Snell  in  1832.  The 
same  year  they  moved  to  Ohio,  and  in  1844  to 
Indiana.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  chil- 
dren. The  husband  and  one  daughter  pre- 
ceded ber  to  the  spirit  world.  She  united  with 
the  church  early  in  life,  and  had  her  member 
ship  in  the  Eel  River  church  for  fifty-two  years 
—   by   Eld.   Samuel   Leckrone' 
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gation  for  the  past  yeai 
ber  baptized,  17;  received  by  letter,  34; 
number  of  deaths,  4;  letters  granted, 
18;  net  gain,  29.  Bro.  Whitmer  gave 
us  four  soul-reviving  sermons,  which 
were  well  received.— David  R.  Myers 
Dec.  14, 


the  Glendale 


Rhodes, 


from  the  Rockii 


March,   hoping   that   the    cha 


congregation,  Mo.,  last 


sted  by  the  writer.     We  laid 
her  away  in  the  rear  of  our  little  churchyard. 


Wal 


DICKERSON.  —  In  the  Fairview  church, 
Douglas  Co.,  Mo.,  Nov.  16,  1896,  Ruth  Rachel! 

fant  daughter  of  Bro.  Lafayette  and  sister 
Rachel  Dickerson,  aged  1  month  and  18  days. 
The  little  one  has  gone  to  meet  her  mother. 


Nan 


:  1-1/, 


MAN. 


cased 


MOORE.-In  the  Landessville  church  Ind 

Dec.  7,  1896,  of  typhoid  fever,  Bro.  Edward  1. 

an  of  the  late  Marcus  and  Anna  M 

I  years,  3  months  and  22  days.    1 

ckness  he  called  for  the  Brethren  to  baptize 

im.    We  made  aj-rangements  and  baptized 

the  little  sufferer.    He  stood  it  well.    Heleaves 

nvalid  mother  and  one  little  brother.    The 

funeral  is  to  take  place,  at  the  Brethren  church 

Landess,  Dec.  20.  Aaron  Moss. 


WHITE.— At  his  late  residence  near  Harts- 
ville,  Pa.,  Dec.  3,  1896,  Samuel  W.  White,  aged 
about  80  years.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  integrity.  Funeral  services  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  H.  I.  Nicholas,  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  and  the  writer.  Interment  was 
made  at  Upper  Dublin  church,  Pa. 

B.  F.  Kittinger. 
GROFF  — At  Brandtsville,  Lower  Cumber- 
land congregation,  Pa,  Oct.  31,  1896,  of  diph- 
theiia,  Litia  Maud  Groff,  aged  3  years,  1  month 
and  19  days.  Services  at  the  bouse,  no  one  be- 
ing present  but  the  parents,  the  undertaker 
and  his  driver.  Since  that  time  four  more  of 
these  parents'  children  have  died,  two  being 
buried  in  one  grave.  For  the  last  no  funerals 
held.  Dec.  13  has  been  appointed  for  the 
preaching  of  those  funerals,  at  the  Baker 
meetinghouse.  Daniel  Landis. 

MYERS.— In  the  Cole  Creek  church,  111.,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  Daniel  Myers,  Dec.  2, 
1896,  of  whooping  cough,  Maria  (Eshelman) 
Myers,  aged  79  years,  2  months  and  16  days. 
She  was  married  to  Henry  Myers  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  March  16,  1836.  They  came  West 
in  1848  and  settled  about  seven  miles  north  of 
Canton,  where  they  lived  until  three  years  ago, 
when  they  moved  to  Canton.  Bro.  Myers  was 
paralyzed  and  passed  away  a  little  over  a  year 
ago.  Sister  Myers  lived  with  her  children  un- 
til her  death.  She  joined  the  Brethren  church 
in  her  early  days,  and  lived  a  consistent  mem- 
ber. A  few  months  prior  to  her  death  she 
called  for  the  elders  and  was  anointed.  She 
was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children,— seven 


boys  and  s 

x  girls. 

Funera 

conducted  by  the 

n  Job  19: 

5- 

S.  BUCKLEW. 

RIDEN 

—  Near 

Salem 

Richardson    Co , 

Nehr.,  Nov 

.  13,  1896 

Andre 

w  Jackson  Riden, 

aged  59  ye 

irs,  3  mor 

ths  anc 

27  days.     The  im- 

mediate  c 

use  of  h 

s  death  was  cancer,  from 

which  he  v. 

as  a  grea 

suffer 

r  for  more  than  a 

year.    He 

vas  born 

n  Miff 

n  County,  Pa.,  Ju- 

y  17,  1837 

He  wa 

s  marr 

ed  to  sister  Susan 

Heikes,    0 

f    Juniat. 

Coun 

ty,    Pa.,    Oct.    20, 

863,  and 

two   year 

s  later 

moved  to  Illinois. 

He  lived 

here  six 

years  a 

nd  then  moved  to 

Brown  Cou 

nty,  Kan 

.,  wher 

he  lived  until  the 

pnng  of  1 

J81,  when 

he  ren 

loved  to  Richard- 

on  County 

Nebr.     To  then 

i  were  born  three 

ons.    Aw 

fe  and  tw 

0  sons 

survive  him.    Fu- 

reral  text, 
he  writer. 

John  14: 

Serv 

JOH 

ces  conducted  by 
N  BURNSWORTH. 

HEISEL.— At  her  home  nearMoulton,  Iowa, 
)ec.  10,  1896,  sister  Fanny  (Conrad)  Heisel, 
ged  58  years  and  7  months.  Sister  Heisel 
joined  the  Brethren  church  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years.  She  lived  a  devoted  Christian  life 
until  death.  She  leaves  a  husband  and  nine 
children.  Funeral  services  by  Orlando  Ogdon, 
sted  by  O.  W.  Leavell,  from  Job  14:  14. 
Myrta  Leavell. 


PHILLIPS. 

-Iutl 

e  Sabetba 

:hurch,  Nema 

ha  Co.,  Kans.. 

Nov. 

30,  1896,  of 

consumption 

sister  Mary  L 

wife 
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Phillips,  aged 

39  years,  6  m 
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and  14  days 

The  subjec 
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daughter 

f  Bro.  John  A 

sister  Mary  Wagner.     She  was  born   May 

857,  in  Ogle  County,  111.;  was  married  to 

is  A.   Phillips,  of  the  same  County  and 

e,  Ian.  27,   1878.      She    united    with    the 

liren  church  in  1880,  and  was  a  faithful 

consistent  member  while  she  lived.    Some 

1  before  her  death  she  called  for  the  elders 

of  the  church  and  was  anointed.    She  leaves  a 

husband  and  six  children  (four  of  whom  are 

embers  of  the   Brethren  church).    Funeral 

rvices  from  Job  14:  7,  by  Eld.  C.  J.  Hooper, 

sisted  by  Eld.  A.  VanDyke  and  the  writer. 

R.  A.  Yoder. 

MEESE—  At  his  home,  two  miles  east  of 
the  Brethren  church,  near  Rhodes,  Iowa,  Dec. 
)6,  George  Meese,  aged  77^ears,  8  months 
22  days.  Funeral  services  were  held  at 
the  Brethren  church,  conducted  by  Bro,  H.  H. 
Troup,  from  Job  14;  14,  "If  a  man  die,  shall 
he  live  again?  "  Nora  Flora, 
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WALKE R.-Al  Rhodes, Iowa,  Nov.  21, 1896, 
alrla  Blanch  Walker,  aged  12  years,  7  months 

'f,  days.  Services  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Gibson, 
rt,,  words  "  First  the  blade."  Mark  4:  28 
from  the  worus, 


Nob 


0LINGER.-In  the  Bit 
Whitley  Co.  Ind.,  Nov.  17,  1806,  sister  Elua- 
beth  dinger,  aged  70  years,  7  months  and  12 
a  vs  Deceased  was  born  in  Frederick  Coun- 
ty  lid..  AP'il  '5.  '826.  She  was  married  to  J.  M. 
dinger  Feb.  2,  1845.  To  this  union  were  bom 
[our  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  husband, 
sons  and  one  daughter  preceded  her  to  the 
spirit  land.  Funeral  services  by  Eld.  Jeremiah 
Gump. 

ROHRER.— In  the  Cole  Creek  church,  111., 
Nov  18,  1806,  oi  paralysis,  sister  Mary,  wile  of 
Beniamin  Rohrer.  In  early  life  they  emigrat- 
ed from  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and  settled  in 
Illinois.  Both  joined  the  Brethren  church  in 
their  early  life.  Her  husband  preceded  her  to 
the  spirit  world  a  lew  months  before  her  spirit 
took  its  flight.  Sister  Rohrer  was  a  faithful 
worker  in  the  church.  She  called  for  the  eld- 
ers and  was  anointed.  Funeral  services  by 
the  writer,  from  Rom.  8:  18.       S.  Bucki.ew. 

MARKER.  —  At  his  father's  home,  neat 
Greenville,  Ohio,  Dec.  2,  180.6,  Alvie  Marker, 
aged  10  years,  8  months  and  2  days.  Funeral 
services  by  Bro.  S.  W.  Blocher. 

Myrtle  Blocher. 

BECKER.— In  Roanoke,  111.,  Dec.  8,   1896, 

Mrs.  Martha  Becker,  aged  34  years  and  6  days. 

Funeral  occasion  used  in  the  interests  ol  the 

living,  hy  Bro.  Tobias  Keiser  and  the 

M.  M.  Esh 

SNYDER.  —  Near  Arcadia,  Ind.,  Nov.  7, 
1896,  Charles  Henry,  only  son  of  Al 
Mary  Snyder,  aged  2  years,  9  months  and  13 
days.  Funeral  services  at  the  Brethren  church 
in  Arcadia  by  Eld.  James  H.  Hill. 

Zeruah  C.  Hill. 

PARKINSON,  —  At  Spring  Valley,  Minn 
Nov.  2,  1896,  infant  son  of  William  and  Jemim; 
Parkinson.  The  remains  were  laid  to  rest  ii 
the  Root  River  cemetery.  Funeral  conducted 
by  Eld.  Jonathan  Broadwater. 

Lizzie  Broadwater. 

FLORY.— In  the  English   River  congrega- 
tion, near  South  English,  Iowa,  Dec.  4,  1896,  ol 
heart  trouble,  Elizabeth,  wile  of  Eld.  Sam 
Flory,  aged  67  years  and  17  days.     She  \ 
the  oldest  daughter  of   Benjamin   and  Sis 
Barbara  Yount.     She  was  born  in  Rockingh; 
County,  Va.,  Nov.  17,  1829.     She  was  married 
three  times.     She  married  Eld.  Samuel  Flory, 

"AuntBettie 
;  of  a  bishop': 


usband  ever  since, 
ailed,  filled  the  pla 


1  fill  i 


She 


He 


well  do 


s  lastedlour 

feted  intensely,  but  bore  it  patiently,  and  died 
in  the  triumph  of  a  living  faith,  having  heeded 
James'  instruction.  Her  husband  survives  her. 
Funeral  services  by  brethren  John  Gable  and 
A.  Sanger  from  Rev.  14:  13.     s.  F.  Bkower. 

J^^E  RTISEMENTS  ♦  ♦  • 

Rotes  pei  Inch,  each  Insertion: 

-M  tlms  or  mors 

S»e  month  (,  tima), ..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. ',  « 

ilitee  months  (t3timea),  ...    ,  1, 

Six  months  (26  times)  

°"»  year  {5?  time,).  "£ 

on*^!"  ^Ul3  °r  °'her  electro'sinserted  unless  mounted 


Cincinnati  Flyer. 


831 


Monon  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D. 

ndlftiifipo- 


»  Monon  bt 

ad  Cincinnati  lu  connection  with  the,,,  n. 
I'he  train  loaves  Chicago,  Dearborn  Station,  a 
P.  M.,  thus  making  the  run,  Chicago  to  In'dl 


ahou 


I  Qlty-i 


utea.  Thisls  t.bc  histt^t  ti!i,n  made  between  Chi- 
cago and  Indianapolis  and  Cincinnati  by  any  line. 
The  "  Cincinnati  Fl y or  "  is  equipped  with  elegant 
day  coaches,  tbe  Jh-uoti  .'fh-brated  high-baoked 
seats,  parlor  car  and  dlnlng-car.  oitv  Tickkt 
Okfiok,  2fl2  Clark  St.,  Chleago,  111, 


Farm  and  Mill  for  Sale. 


urches,  schools,  mills,  post-offlce,  etc.,  onl; 
out  one-fourth  mile  from  Middle  Elver  church 
.  A  good  mill  property,  with  Improved  rnnchin 


Baltimore  CitY  Church. 


"-" 


James  7.  Quinlan, 

Shipping  and  (Amission  Merchant 


305  S.  Char*  St„  Baltit 


Our  Publications. 


Children  at  Work.- Weekly;  well-ilk 
ted;  contains  the  Sunday  school  lesson 
explanation,  etc.,  adapted  to  the  understanding 
of  small  children.  No  better  publication 
be  found  for  the  little  boys  and  girls  of 
Sunday  schools, 


The  following  is  the  list  of  the  periodicals, 
Sunday  School  Helps,  etc. 

The  Qospel  Messenger— A  large,  religious 
weekly.-published  in  the  interest  of  the  Brett,- 
or  German  Baptist  church  and  their  only 
recognized    church    organ.    Price,  $t.5o   per 

The  Young  Dlsclple.-An  illustrated  week- 
ly for  the  young.  This  is  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting Sunday  school  papers  published,  and 
should  be  used  in  all  the  schools  within  reach 
of  our  people. 


Brethren's  Family  Almanac—Every  fam- 
ily should  have  this  Almanac;  complete  in  ev- 
ery way.    Price,  per  copy,  to  cents;  special 


throughout.  In  preparing  this  quarterly  we 
keep  constantly  in  view  the  needs  ol  the 
Brotherhood,  and  aim  to  fully  adapt  it  to  their 


W,  c 


The  Doctrlr  of  the  Brethren  Defended. 

We  are  af^onished  by  the  apostle  ,  ttTgive 
reason  to  e/ry  man  of  the  hope  ;;^hat  is  in  i 
Often  were  interrogate'd  yypon  points  of 
church  dofine  on  which  wgjjg  cannot  give  th 
desired  formation,  an^a  would  be  glad  t 
knowjusvhere  to  '.get  it.  "  The  Doctrine  o 
the  Brefen  Def*  ,in(je<!  ••  contains  a  complet 
expositjbjOf  '.'  the  Faith  and  Practice  of  th. 
Brethr/VJ'  ne  Divinity  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Im 
mersioni'  Feet-washing,  the  Lord's  Supper,  th< 
Holy/.  Aiss,  Non-conformity,  Secret  Societies, 
etc.  Price,  per  copy,  cloth  binding,  $1.25;  tt 
ministers,  gl.oo.  Address  this  office  for  furthei 
particulars  concerning  terms  to  agents. 


Juvenile  Quarterly — Prepared  especially 
for  the  intermediate  classes.  This  is  one  olthe 
neatest,  and  best  illustrated  quarterlies  pub- 
lished^    The  pictures  are  selected  with  great 

care,  and  every  lesson  is  illustrcd.    The  Httl-v 

folks  are  delighted  with  it, 


...HOLMAN'S... 

SELF-PRONOUNCING  BIBLE 

FOR  PREACHERS  AND  TEACHERS. 


1897 

Brethren's  Family  Almanac 


Our  Almanac  for  1897  has  been  greatly  en- 
arged  and  well  deserves  a  place  in  every  fam- 
ly.  Send  ten  ee„ts  for  a  copy,  or,  better 
l/et,  send  $1.50  for  the  Gospel  Messen- 
ger from  now  to  the  end  of  1807,  and  receive 
the  Almanac 

FREE. 

rWe  also  offer  liberal  inducements  to 
agents  who  arc  prepared  to  push  the  sale  of 
the  Almanac.    Write  usl 

Brethren's  Publishing  Co., 

Mount  Morris,  III. 


DSTVVe  call  special  attention  to  our  unsur- 
passed facilities  in  procuring  for  our  readers 
any  book  published,  at  especially  low  prices. 
In  ordering  books  always  give  title  of  book, 
author  aud  publisher. 


z:z 


Teeter's  Commentary. 

You  shoiud,  by  all  means,  have  the 
tfew  Testament  Commentary,  because, 
1    It  is  non-sectarian.  ,. 

2.  It  is  brief  and  to  the  poljvt. 

3.  No  effort  is  made  to  ftyade  the  sense  of  a 
ingle  text,  however  unmf*,uiar, 

4.  It  is  Impartial  jA\is  explanation  of  all 
exts,  whether  docti^t-  practical,  or  historical 

5.  It  does  not  h»  ™den  the  ,ader  wUh lengthy 
speculative  tb     jeles. 

tual  knowledge  may  be  gained  in 

tudy,  than  of  others,  be- 

ruse  of  its  close  adherence  to  the  text. 

7.  Its  arrangement  Is  simple,  and  easily 

prehended,  by  even  the  ordinarily  educat- 


X 


*%  ceota  each 


Sunday  School  Supplies.— We  keep  any 
thing  that  is  used  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Write  us  for  prices  on  goods  not  adver- 

lexlble,  red-edge,  per  doien  .  .  .  1    86 


Leaf  Cluster,  plotc 


ed. 

8.  Its  style  of  language  is  especially  adapt- 
ed to  the  common  reader. 

q.  Seven  helps  are  usually  fou-td  on  each 
page  to  get  at  the  truth,  vis., 

(1)  The  Authorized  (or  common)  Version  of 
the  New  Testament. 

(2)  The  Revised  Version  of  the  New  Testa- 


Windsor 
European   Hotel, 

TRIBUNE  BLOCK, 
"«  t0  'S3  Dearborn  St.        S.  Gregsten,  Prop. 

QHIOAQ-Q,    ILL. 

Th'»  hotel  u  r.  ",    „    "       ■ ' 

*ble  House  of  it ,7  lo"«Gd,  and  the  most  reapect- 
mot*«ate,  varvirJr  9a  ln  the  Clty"  Tho  charges  are 
»«'  Person  ?!  P  "  fr0m  »  cent"  t0  '''So  P«  *«t 
class  Passe'nc.  °fpaoD'8  Restaurant  underneath.  First- 
sen8er  Elevator. 


BOURGEOIS  Type,  -  -  -    Size,  5^x7  inches. 


CHAPTER   1. 


TTTR  book  of  the  a  generation  of 
Je'aus  Christ,  6the  son  of  Da' 
rid,  cthe  son  of  A'bra-ham. 

2  d  A'bra-ham  begat  1'saac;  and 
flI'§a-ac  begat  Ja'cgb;  and  -fJa'cpb 
begat  Ju'das  and  his  brethren; 

3  And  3  Ju'das  begat  Pha'rSs  and 
ZS'ra  of  Tha'mar;    and  APha'rSs 


ance  of  the  book.  It  is  bound 
in  Persian  Levant,  divinity  cir- 
cuit, leather  lined  to  edge,  red 
under  gold  edge,  silk  sewed, 
and  is  probably  the  most  dura- 
ble Bible  for  the  price  on  the 
market.      It    is  our  selection 


Sunday  School  Reward  Cards. — Our  ; 

of  cards  is  large  and  presents  a  va 
in  styles  and  prices  so  as  to  pleasi 
Please  send  us  a  trial  order  and  be 
vinced. 


(3)  The  usual  marginal  references  of  the  Au- 
lorized  Version  following  each  verse. 

(4)  The  best  marginal  readings  of  the  Au- 
tock  I  thorized  Version. 

(5)  The  marginal   readings  of  the  Revised 


all. 


Ver; 


(6)  The 

(7)  The 


all  othc 
helps,  maps,  < 


)  all  t 


it  ol  Bibles.    The 
irket  price  is  86.50,  but  we 

*,«*  $4.00. 

Don't  fall  to  call  (or  No.  1836  when  you  order. 

Uiitu,  mimm  rmtsm  cohpamy, 

Mt.  Kou'.i,  I'm 


size  slitVA, . 
eX'Axtii,.  .  . 


825*4  Landscape  a 


Borlptnn 


Other  Helps.— We  are  prepared  to  famish 
Bible  Dictionaries,  Commentaries,  Mapi,  and 
Biblei  of  every  description,  Alway*  write  ai 
ire  ordering  elsewhere. 
When  ordering  cards  be  snre  to  give  num- 
ber and  price  as  well  as  the  name,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  mistake. 


the  text 
ferences  in  the  notes,  (a)  to  other 
ly  on  the  subject  or  in  comparison 
)  other  texts,  directly  on  the  sub- 
nparison  with  it 
in.  It  Is  a  safe  book  to  have  in  a  family  ot 
children,  because  (r)  it  will  lead  them  into  the 
truth,  and  (2)  keep  them  out  of  religious  error. 
II.  The  small  price  asked  for  it  is  as  nothing 
compared  with  the  great  good  that  may  be  had 
from  a  diligent  study  of  it  by  all  classes  of  per- 
sons. (1)  It  will  impress  the  unconverted  to 
heetl  the  bidding  of  Christ,  "Come  unto  me," 
etc.  (2)  It  will  equip  the  Christian  to  "give  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  "  him.  (3)  It  will 
aid  the  Sunday  school  worker  in  the  study  of 
his  New  Testament  lesson.  {4)  It  will  furnish 
the  minister  with  many  subjects  among  the 
notes,  sufficiently  expanded  for  the  ground- 
work of  sermons,  directly  in  line  with  the  sense 
of  the  place  and  text. 

ork  is  in  two  large  volumes.     The 
excellent  and  the  binding  the  very 

cloth,  pe; 


lonnd 
Bound  in  half  leather. 
Bound 


M  00 

-       -      4  So 

-       -         S  00 

pt  of  price  the  two  volumes  will  be 
sent  prepaid  to  any  part  of  the  United  States. 
Good  terms  to  agents  desiring  to  canvass  for 
the  work,     Address; 

Brbthrbn*3  Publishing  Co., 

Mt.  Morrli,  III, 


TISIE    QOSPBIi   33-_E_a..  lEHSTGEIR- 


December  26,  iS; 


Highest  o(  all  in  Leavening  Strength      Latest  1  '  ■     ''   Report. 


Baking 
Powder 


ABSOLUTELY    PURE 


■  ANNOUNCEMENTS  o * 


LOVE  FEASTS. 


EVERY  DAY... 


Your  chance  for  getting  n  FREE  HOME  among 
the  Brethren  In  North  Dakota  Is  growing  loss. 
The  slue  of  the  country  oannot  be  onlnrged,  and 
the  land  )b  being  rapidly  settled.  Your  opportu- 
nity la  NOW.  Investigate,  satisfy  yourself  as  lo 
the  foots;  decide,  then  net  nt  once. 

Yoo  are  not  going  among  strangers  In  a  strange 
land  by  a  trip  to  North  Dakota.    There  are  now 


is  of  flrethrt 
Northern  Hallway  In  the  Red  I 
Lake  District  and   Turtle  Mo 


i  along  the  Great 
ver  Valley,  Devils 
n tn In   cpuntry  of 


■    wiih  large  families  of  boys  and  girls 

REE  KOMBSTBADB  and  estab- 

Lr  grown-up  children  on 

farms  of  (h>-'<  *U  In  land  office 

foot  to  ink-   hi  1.  and 

■*4l  l*  ftm  from  li  mined,  which 

■ 
■ 

■ 
1    ■        1  . 


■ 

1 

"hi  rates  and 


FARMING 


LANDS 

ON  THE  "S00"  RAILWAY. 
EASY  TERMS. 

TiiiiDerGdUands'^c^r" 
Prairie  Lands  "r^r 

Km-II.' nmili.'K    r..r   COLONIES  or  INDI- 
VIDUALS,—"ON  THE  £00  LINE." 

Lands   wilt    never    be   cheaper   tjtmi 
now!! 

Many  Lends   for  snlc  on   the  CROP   PAYMENT 
i'LAN.-"On  the  5oo  Line." 

FREE    HOMESTEADS 

On  GoTernnion I  T  mils  inWi-ll-,  Tier.  •;.,  lleovim.  MrLi'im, 

M,  H.n.A.W.ipl. I(l|li..,(  n.      111  N.-i  Hi  D.,1,.  ..,,,- 

"On  theSoo  Line." 

Visit  the  beautiful  KF.N?IARE  and 
BOWBELLS  Country,  near  the  "Des 
Lacs" Lakes  in  Ward  County,  opened 
for  homestead  entry,  July  27  " 
These  furmins. 


taken  hear  Kenr 

LIGNITE    COAL  mined  "On  th.  Soo  Line," 

■  ■ mi.  inn!    llurhuutou,  is  sold  at  our  slations  at 

RDETHDPV    aro  respectfully  askod   to  in- 
tJKEll  nKCII    ve.liuni.'  tli; 1 »  "On  the 

upon  in  iv  lii.nii-.     tome  utd  Seel  ' 
OUR    ILLUSTRATED    LAND  PRIMERS 
V-  -  21  .  22  and  44,  witli  etoany 

ia- 


S  FARES  ZJU: 


HALF    RATES 


MAX       I  I 

Chicago,  111. 


Shoemaler^p()y[J|]Y 

Eggs  and  Incubators, 

,ATjlEDUCED 
PRICED 

Ur  Mammoth 

I  Uu*t  rnted 

Vat  at t ,,,,,,-  ... 

Large  Pages  of  FANCY 
ABATORS,  BROODERS, 
of  POULTRY  BUPPLraS, 

The  Columbian  Poultry  Book 

ft  muLated!' 


SILK 


■tlk,  all  black.  Ladles'  Chains,  80  cents  each 
Cents'  Choins,  25  cento.  Send  stamps  to  H,  E 
Newoomzr,  Mt.  Morris,  111,  «tf 


■ 
■ 
■ 

... 
Or  333  South  Clark  St.,  Chicago.  Ill 


Why  Notrt 
Read  this   f 

Have  You  Received 

the  Victor  Remedies  Co.'s 

Offer?    .-. 

They  are  gh 

it  received  one  of  the 
rick  Almanacs  for  1807,  send  at 
■11... 

till  mail  you   ■  ry  offer,  which 

■lily  holds  good    un,,:    ;    1  [897.      Write 

VICTOR   REMEDIES  CO., 

Frederick,  Md. 


Only  $3.75. 

TANK  HEATER, 

JBES  COAL  OIL  I    Saves   Its  cos 
Teed  and   repairs  In   one   month'; 

i  weather  1    Write: 

SAFETY  TANK   HEATER  CO., 


Only  $2.75  ™£K™ 


,  18OT.    You  can  hardly  afford  to  miss  this  offer, 
l  splendid  Christmas  present.    Address, 

H.E.  NEWCOMER, 

Mt.  Morris,  111. 


J  YOU  WANT  a  farm  of  your  own 
DO  YOU  WANT  to  live  near 

competing  ralln 
DO  YOU  WANT  a  free 


You   Can   Do   So 

In  Foster,  Wells  or  Eddy  Counties,  North  Dakota 

You  Can  Buy  a  Farm 
The  Land  Department 

Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 


On  Ten  Years'  Time,  one-tenth  Cash  down, 
Balance  in  ten  equal  Annual  Pay- 
ments, 6  per  cent   Interest. 


FIFTY    ITBLic   SCHOOLS  In  -1 

A  ki,(m:i;ishjn(;  colony  of 
TJSTs    in    CuTliiLiiun,    N 

GOOD  DRINKING  1 


SCIENTIFIC   AMERICAN, 

MUNN    &    CO., 


Brethren's  Sunday  School  Song  Book. 

Prepared  by  a 


and  sentiment.  Well  Bolted 
rings,  Sunday  schools,  and  re- 
iclent  theory  is  given  in  the 


A-.ldu-ss  this  office. 


FAMILY  RECORD 


Beautiful  I 
By 


only  85  cents.  A  One  Christmas  1 
lessons  in  Penmanship  by  mall.  Written  Car 
16  cents  per  dozen.  Agents  wanted  for  my  sped 
ties,  Address:  G,  E,  Weavbb,  Artist,  Moi 
Morris  College,  Mount  Morris,  111,  46eow 


Brethren's 

Plain  Clothing 


There  is  no  excuse  for  any  member  of 
the  Brethren  church,  who  wishes  to  wear 
Plain  Clothing,  not  having  it. 

Samples  of  cloth  from  which  we  make 
our  clothing,  measuring  blanks,  tape 
measure  and  rules  for  ordering  will  be 
sent  on  application.  Our  rules  for  self, 
measurement  are  so  simple  any  one  can 
understand  them. 

We  guarantee  the  fit,  the  make  and 
the  quality  to  be  satisfactory  to  purchas- 
er or  goods  can  be  returned.  Our  prices 
are  reasonable.    Address, 

Phillipson  Clothing  Co., 

WARSAW,  IND, 


New  Brethren  Colony  at  Mount  Morri 
Morrison  Co,,  Minn, 


so  far  oaU6d  Mt,  Morris, 
Northern  R.  R.,  located 
from    Minneapolis.      The 


easily  be  made  ready  for  the  plow  or 
i  prices  of  these  lands  are,  at  pre 
per  acre,  of  which  *i  per  aero  h 

st  payment,  when   the  regular  J 


The  lands  a 
dairy  busiuci 


ve  or  ten  yearly  insiul 
terest  payable  annuatl 
■  adapted  foj    >-:n  -  h    n] 


'fTT?  TTiitli   "' 

getables  and  potatoes 
gro-at  abundance. 

Minneapolis,  St. Paul  11 
Healthful   climate, 
blizzards  or  prairie   winds.     Plenty  of  fuel,  a 
■ 

■ 


■ 


8  for 


with  ( 


lolonls! 

;,-    but  1dm .  ;       ..     ■  he    ground. 

the  number  -.■■  ,.:,    1 

ihureh  and  jl;..  .  h,:       ,u    . 

I   . 
linety  to  one  hundred  oeopla,  all 

1  ■ 
mi:  dally. 
1  ,.i  1  .,  1. 1,,  1    pa  ■  11,  1.1. ■ .      [nfo 

brethren, .e-n  I 
.f  tin-  Lands.  . 
ir  GKO,    A.    Mi 

04  Coin  K-  Qua  ..  Minn. 


Di.     IS     li  Kiu;     AND     IT    18    OOl 
'  - ■■ ,    In  t'..\  1  1  .-■ 

,  but  we  are  plowing,  sowing  grain,  plann 

kind     ■      vi    etabl    ..    pi  :  1 ,      ■  ■■■    las 
!y   fruits,   wab    ling  uangi 

s  ripen,  digging  up  young  tree    l 
Mug  flsh  and  shod  log  wild  flucl   1  and 
flowers,  salves.  1  >  ■ :     and  oblokens  ' 

■a  and  not.  Drying   aboo      >.     eold.    Ou 
H        lo    -   their  pumpkins    uyi    our    >  :> 

■  I  1  ■         .   Hi 

or  cp-Ji  nt  blgb  prlcea  and  1 ■ 

lothtng  win    ... 

he  morning  for  tlM) aged,  a  little  d  l 

ick,  a  little  at  evening  for  comfort,  but  d<  ne 
,11  at  night  Tor  any  bod;  Onlj  ■■  n  wives  q 
hildren  deserve  such  n  country  nod  only  lb 
ricked  growl  in  It.    Address:  B.  MARKS, 


We  toll  good  Family  Bibles  cheap.    Write  us  a  card 


L     A'-  lii  ft 


